
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 14, 2022 

 

 

Kochetkov posts 2nd straight shutout, Hurricanes top Red Wings 
Carolina finished its six-game road trip with a 5-0-1 record 

DETROIT — Rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov made 27 saves 
for his second consecutive shutout and Brady Skjei scored 
the game’s only goal in the Carolina Hurricanes’ 1-0 win over 
the Detroit Red Wings 1-0 Tuesday night in the 100th career 
meeting between the teams. 

Carolina improved to 5-0-1 on its current road swing, tying a 
record for most wins and setting a record for points on the 
road — passing Hartford’s 10-point trip from Jan. 30-Feb. 11, 
1996. The Hurricanes are now 6-0-4 in their last 10 road 
games, two games shy of the team record 12-game road 
point streak from 2004. 

“Honestly, the biggest factor has been our goaltending,” said 
Skjei, whose power-play goal at 17:20 of the first period 
extended his point streak to four games and was his first 
power-play goal in 476 career games. “Koochie was the 
reason we won tonight. That was a huge performance. 
We’ve had a lot of guys stepping up at different times to help 
us get these points.” 

Detroit captain Dylan Larkin blocked a shot earlier in the 
game and did not return for the third period. Red Wings 
coach Derek Lalonde said Larkin would be unavailable for 
the team’s game in Minnesota on Wednesday and the Wings 
would recall a forward from their AHL affiliate. 

“(Larkin’s) a driver, he’s a transporter of the puck,” Lalonde 
said. “Obviously, with some of the offense we already have 
out, he still pushed us. He pushes linemates. Whoever he is 
with produces. Analytically, he drives. Obviously, a big piece 
with a team that has not produced a ton of five-on-five 
offense.” 

Kochetkov was coming off a 3-0 shutout Saturday against 
the New York Islanders and increased his franchise record to 
three shutouts in his first 15 career games, all away from 
home. 

“That wasn’t our best, that’s for sure,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I thought the third period was pretty good 
— we made it look like a game, at least — but our goalie 
stole us that one. He was phenomenal.” 

The Red Wings were 0-3 on the power play and did not 
register a shot during the first two opportunities. 

“A little bit frustrating for sure,” Detroit’s David Perron said. 
“The way they PK is a little bit different so we have to adjust 
to that early on and we didn’t do a good enough job on the 
first two.” 

Ville Husso made 26 saves for the Red Wings, who fell to 0-
2 when wearing their Reverse Retro jerseys. 

The Hurricanes host Seattle on Thursday night. 
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Recap: Kochetkov Records Second Consecutive Shutout, Canes Win In Detroit 
Rookie netminder becomes first Hurricanes goalie in nearly 
20 years to post back-to-back perfect games; Canes 
conclude road trip 5-0-1 

By Walt Ruff  

DETROIT, MI. - Carolina Hurricanes rookie netminder Pyotr 
Kochetkov became the team's first goalie to publish back-to-
back shutouts since 2003 Tuesday, blanking the Detroit Red 
Wings by a score of 1-0. 

 The Story 

Finally concluding a six-game road stretch that begin back 
on November 28, the Canes entered Little Caesars Arena 
already 4-0-1 on the trip. 

Rod Brind'Amour and staff opted to utilize the same lineup 
as Saturday's 3-0 victory over the Islanders, despite the 
atypical combination of 11 forwards and seven defensemen. 
Forwards Sebastian Aho and Jesper Fast did not play for a 
second consecutive game due to lower-body injuries, 
meaning that Maxime Lajoie remained in as the seventh man 
on the blue line. 

There were slight modifications to the lineup though, as 
Andrei Svechnikov and Seth Jarvis swapped roles and 
Stefan Noesen jumped up to skate alongside Jordan Staal 
and Jordan Martinook. 

When the game got underway Carolina controlled the entire 
opening 20 minutes. The crew outshot and out-chanced 
Detroit, holding them to just one high-danger opportunity 
throughout the frame. As the Canes limited the Red Wings, 
the unit only needed one look on the man advantage to take 
the game's first, and only, lead. 

With time winding down on a slashing call against Detroit's 
Adam Erne, Carolina's second unit worked the puck to Seth 
Jarvis net-side. The 20-year-old received the pass and spun 
a no-look feed to an in-stride Brady Skjei for his first career 
power play goal. 

The lone goal of the opening frame would go on to hold as 
the only one of the night, but not before Detroit took the 
momentum during the middle 20 minutes. Carolina 
committed three penalties during the second, two belonging 
to Brent Burns, but Pyotr Kochetkov was up to par on all 13 
shots faced. 

As it turns out though, after stopping eight in the first period, 
Kochetkov's clean second period was a mere continuation of 
what would be another perfect outing for the team's 2019 
second round pick. 

Kochetkov turned away all 27 shots faced, becoming the first 
goaltender in the National Hockey League this season to 
record back-to-back shutouts. 

 They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour describing the effort, post-game... 

"It wasn't our best effort, but I thought our third period was 
pretty good. We got going a little bit and made it look like a 
game. But our goalie was great and he stole us the game. 
He was phenomenal. We've seen that go against us the 
other way over the years. He's been great." 

Brady Skjei following his third goal in four contests... 

"It felt good. Obviously it was a great play by Jarvy. I'm lucky 
enough to be put in that spot [on the power play], so I'm 
happy that I capitalized on that opportunity." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi , who picked up a point in a second 
consecutive game with an assist on Skjei's goal... 

"[The confidence of the group right now] is good. We've been 
on the road so much. The boys are believing in each other 
and we're working well together. It's been huge." 

Bonus Notes 

 Brady Skjei's power play goal now makes him one 
of just three defensemen in the NHL this season to 
record a goal in both special teams situations 
(Shayne Gostisbehere - ARI, John Carlson - WSH). 

 Kochetkov's third career shutout now ties him with 
Alex Nedeljkovic (2020-21) for the second-most in a 
single season by any rookie netminder in franchise 
history (Trailing only Peter Sidorkiewicz, 1988-89: 
4). 

 With three shutouts in 12 games, Kochetkov now 
has a share of the league lead in that category. 

 Kochetkov moves to 7-1-4 after the win. 

 Earning 11 out of a possible 12 points, the unit sets 
a franchise record for most points on a six-game 
road trip. The unit has also now earned a point in 10 
consecutive road games, dating back to November 
14. 

 The Canes now move to 16-6-6 with the victory. 
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What's Next? 

The team will fly back to Raleigh immediately post-game. 
They're scheduled to practice Wednesday before beginning 
a four-game home stretch. 

 

 

Kochetkov gets 2nd straight shutout, Hurricanes defeat Red Wings 
Makes 27 saves, Skjei scores to extend Carolina's point 
streak to 8; Larkin injured for Detroit 

By Dave Hogg  

Recap: CAR 1, DET 0 

Brady Skjei netted a 1st period goal, and Pyotr Kochetkov 
made 27 saves in net to lift the Hurricanes to a 1-0 shutout 
win over the Red Wings 

DETROIT -- Pyotr Kochetkov made 27 saves for his second 
straight shutout, and the Carolina Hurricanes extended their 
point streak to eight games with a 1-0 win against the Detroit 
Red Wings at Little Caesars Arena on Tuesday. 

It was Kochetkov's third shutout in 15 NHL games. He made 
16 saves in a 3-0 victory at the New York Islanders on 
Saturday. 

"It wasn't our best game, that's for sure, but our goalie was 
great," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He was 
phenomenal, and I think that's the biggest takeaway of this 
stretch. He's been great." 

Brady Skjei scored a power-play goal for the Hurricanes (16-
6-6), who went 5-0-1 on a six-game road trip and are 6-0-2 
since Nov. 23. 

"We've had a lot of guys stepping up at different times to 
help get us these points," Skjei said. "But the goaltending 
has been huge. We know we didn't play our best tonight, and 
we still came away with two points." 

Ville Husso made 26 saves for the Red Wings (13-9-6), who 
have lost three in a row (0-2-1) and were without captain 
Dylan Larkin for the third period because of an undisclosed 
injury. 

Detroit coach Derek Lalonde said Larkin will not be available 
for its game at the Minnesota Wild on Wednesday. 

"The doctor came in and said he's not playing tomorrow; 
that's all I know," Lalonde said. "We'll go from there, but he's 
obviously a big piece for a team that has not produced a ton 
of 5-on-5 offense." 

Skjei scored the only goal of the game at 17:20 of the first 
period when he beat Husso with a one-timer off a no-look 
backhand pass from Seth Jarvis. 

It was Skjei's fifth goal of the season, and first on the power 
play in 476 NHL games. 

"That's good to know," Skjei said. "Obviously, it was a great 
play by [Jarvis], and I was just lucky enough to be in the right 
spot to put it in." 

Detroit went 0-for-3 with the man-advantage in the second 
period, when Kochetkov made 13 saves. The Red Wings 
didn't have a shot on their first two power-play opportunities. 

"It isn't just goals on the power play, it is definitely about 
bringing momentum, and I don't think we did a good enough 
job of that," Detroit forward David Perron said. "The first two 
were definitely not good enough. The third one, we started 
building something and couldn't get one." 

Andrei Svechnikov nearly doubled Carolina's lead at 3:21 of 
the third period, but his shot hit the post. 

Pius Suter had the Red Wings' best chance at 12:51, but 
Kochetkov got the tip of his glove on the shot and pushed it 
wide. 

NOTES: The Hurricanes are 6-0-4 in their past 10 road 
games. … Perron was honored before the game for playing 
his 1,000th NHL game Saturday against the Dallas Stars. 
Perron, who signed a two-year contract with Detroit on July 
13, was presented with gifts from the Red Wings and his 
teammates. Tribute videos from former teammates and 
coaches played throughout the game.
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Skjei gives Carolina 1-0 win; Detroit’s Larkin leaves game 
DETROIT (AP) — Brady Skjei scored the only goal and Pyotr 
Kochetkov made 27 saves in the Carolina Hurricanes’ 1-0 
win over the Detroit Red Wings 1-0 Tuesday night in the 
100th career meeting between the teams. 

Carolina improved to 5-0-1 on its current road swing, tying a 
record for most wins and setting a record for points on the 
road — passing Hartford’s 10-point trip from Jan. 30-Feb. 11, 
1996. The Hurricanes are now 6-0-4 in their last 10 road 
games, two games shy of the team record 12-game road 
point streak from 2004.  

“Honestly, the biggest factor has been our goaltending,” said 
Skjei, whose power-play goal at 17:20 of the first period 
extended his point streak to four games and was his first 
power-play goal in 476 career games. “Kochy was the 
reason we won tonight. That was a huge performance. 
We’ve had a lot of guys stepping up at different times to help 
us get these points.” 

Detroit captain Dylan Larkin blocked a shot earlier in the 
game, and did not return for the third period. Red Wings 
coach Derek Lalonde said Larkin would be unavailable for 
the team’s game in Minnesota on Wednesday, adding that 
the doctor “said he’s not playing tomorrow, and we’ll go from 
there.” Lalonde also said the Wings would recall a forward 
from their AHL affiliate.  

“(Larkin’s) a driver, he’s a transporter of the puck,” Lalonde 
said. “Obviously, with some of the offense we already have 
out, he still pushed us. He pushes linemates. Whoever he is 
with produces. Analytically, he drives. Obviously, a big piece 

with a team that has not produced a ton of five-on-five 
offense.” 

Kochetkov was coming off a 3-0 shutout Saturday against 
the New York Islanders and increased his franchise record to 
three shutouts in his first 15 career games, all away from 
home.  

“That wasn’t our best, that’s for sure,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I thought the third period was pretty good 
— we made it look like a game, at least — but our goalie 
stole us that one. He was phenomenal.” 

The Red Wings were 0-3 on the power play and did not 
register a shot during the first two opportunities. 

“A little bit frustrating for sure,” Detroit’s David Perron said. 
“They way they PK is a little bit different so we have to adjust 
to that early on and we didn’t do a good enough job on the 
first two.” 

Ville Husso made 26 saves for the Red Wings, who fell to 0-
2 when wearing their Reverse Retro jerseys. 

ROSTER MOVE 

Before the game, the Red Wings recalled D Steven Kampfer 
from the AHL’s Grand Rapids Griffins and placed D Robert 
Hägg on injured reserve retroactive to Dec. 8. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Seattle on Thursday night. 

Red Wings: Play at Minnesota on Wednesday night. 

 

Hurricanes host the Kraken in a non-conference matchup 
Seattle Kraken (16-8-3, second in the Pacific Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (16-6-6, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes and the Seattle 
Kraken take the ice in an out-of-conference matchup. 

Carolina has gone 5-3-1 in home games and 16-6-6 overall. 
The Hurricanes have given up 73 goals while scoring 79 for 
a +6 scoring differential. 

Seattle has a 16-8-3 record overall and a 9-3-1 record on the 
road. The Kraken have conceded 85 goals while scoring 96 
for a +11 scoring differential. 

Thursday’s game is the fourth meeting between these teams 
this season. The Hurricanes won 5-1 in the previous 
meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Martin Necas has 12 goals and 16 
assists for the Hurricanes. Andrei Svechnikov has three 
goals and five assists over the last 10 games. 

Matthew Beniers has 11 goals and 12 assists for the Kraken. 
Andre Burakovsky has six goals and six assists over the last 
10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-1-3, averaging 2.8 goals, 
4.6 assists, 3.4 penalties and 7.1 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.4 goals per game. 
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Kraken: 6-4-0, averaging four goals, 6.4 assists, 4.2 
penalties and 10.1 penalty minutes while giving up four goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), 
Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out 

(hip/back), Sebastian Aho: day to day (lower body), Max 
Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Kraken: Chris Driedger: out (knee), Joonas Donskoi: out 
(upper-body). 

 

 

 

 

Kochetkov blanks Red Wings to wrap up exceptional road trip 
The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up their six-game road trip 
with another win Tuesday night in Detroit, as a Pyotr 
Kochetkov shutout capped off a 5-0-1 trip.  

By Alec Sawyer 

Led by a second straight shutout from Pyotr Kochetkov, the 
Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up their six-game road trip with 
a 1-0 win over the Detroit Red Wings Tuesday night.  

For the Canes, the season-long road trip went about as well 
as it could have gone. Carolina went 5-0-1 on the trip, 
starting two weeks ago in Pittsburgh and ending Tuesday 
with the second shutout win in a row.  

Kochetkov was excellent for the visitors, stopping all 27 
shots faced while controlling the game from start to finish. To 
his credit, Ville Husso was awesome on the other end of the 
ice, too, stopping 26 of 27 faced with the only exception a 
great Tic-Tac-Toe effort from the Canes on the power play 
that ended in a goal from Brady Skjei.  

Carolina’s special teams also played a big role in the win, as 
the Canes were a perfect 3 for 3 on the penalty kill and 1 for 
2 on the man advantage, thanks to the Skjei goal set up by a 
wonderful pass from Seth Jarvis.  

The Canes had three golden chances to open the scoring in 
the first 10 minutes of the game, but Husso and his 
framework were not to be beat.  

The first came from Andrei Svechnikov, as he perfectly 
tipped a shot low that Husso somehow got his pad out to and 

held firm to keep it out. A few minutes later Martin Necas 
rang the post, and shortly after that Svechnikov got in alone 
and worked a nice move across the crease that Husso 
calmly followed to deny the Russian winger for a second 
time.  

Carolina went to the power play late in the first period as 
Adam Erne sat for slashing, and the Canes took full 
advantage of the extra skater. The Hurricanes unleashed a 
wonderful set play, as Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Jarvis and Skjei 
went Tic-Tac-Toe for the goal, with Jarvis delivering an 
unbelievable backhanded spin pass to Skjei to set up the 
goal.  

The second period featured no goals and no great chances, 
though Carolina’s penalty kill stepped up in a big way. The 
Canes easily killed off back-to-back Brent Burns penalties 
midway through the period, and later killed off the first bit of a 
Jordan Staal penalty before Detroit committed one to make it 
a 4-on-4.  

The third period was a lot of the same, as both goalies 
showed up in a big way to keep the score 1-0. Kochetkov 
had a handful of exceptional saves down the stretch to 
preserve the shutout, while Husso also kept Detroit in it with 
some nice stops of his own.  

The Canes will finally return home Thursday night for a 
meeting with the Kraken, Carolina’s first game in PNC Arena 
since Nov. 26.  
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Canes cross the finish line, put up 1-0 win over Red Wings in Detroit  
By Sam Overton 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei passes the 
puck during the game against the Washington Capitals on 
Monday, Oct. 31, 2022 in PNC Arena. The Hurricanes beat 
the Capitals 3-2. 

The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up their three-week road 
trip with a 1-0 win in Detroit over the Red Wings on Tuesday, 
Dec. 13. 

Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov became the first franchise 
netminder in almost 20 years to put up back-to-back 
shutouts, stopping 27 shots on goal to keep Detroit (13-9-6) 
from putting a point on the Canes (16-6-6). 

“At the end of the day, he’s a real competitor,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “He wants to win, that’s for sure. I 
think everyone does, but the way he plays, aggressively — 
the guy has a love of playing, and that’s pretty clear.” 

Carolina’s sole goal came from defenseman Brady Skjei, 
who notched the biscuit past Red Wings netminder Ville 
Husso late in the first period to put the Hurricanes on the 
board. Although the offensive performance wasn’t as 
impressive as last Saturday’s 3-0 shoutout against the New 

York Islanders, the Canes managed 27 shots on goal against 
the Red Wings. 

“I think we definitely feel good about ourselves,” Skjei said. 
“We know it’s a night where we didn’t play our best, but we 
still came away with two points. I feel like confidence is never 
an issue with this team.” 

However, Kochetkov’s dominance behind the crease was 
Carolina’s main strength in Tuesday night’s game. At the end 
of a long stretch of road games, nobody was expecting the 
23-year-old to perform the way he did, let alone put up back-
to-back shutouts. 

“If you win, everyone’s going to be feeling good,” 
Brind’Amour said, “We look at it on a game-by-game basis. I 
know we won a few here and that’s nice, but tonight wasn’t 
our best. But I like the fact that the third period was our best 
period. ... And when we had to make saves, our goalies 
came up big.” 

The Hurricanes will, at long last, return to Raleigh on 
Thursday, Dec. 15 for a match against the Seattle Kraken. 
Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. 
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The Hurricanes' Secret Weapon is an Unleashed Martin Necas 
Martin Necas became an elite scoring threat this season, 
writes Tony Ferrari. It couldn't have come at a better time for 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

By Tony Ferrari 

The Carolina Hurricanes struggled to meet the expectations 
placed upon them to start the season. Even though they are 
on pace for 109 points on the year, much of that has to do 
with sitting tied in second for the most overtime losses with 
six through a third of their season.  

Part of the reason that they’ve been able to keep that pace 
has been the emergence of the Martin Necas that they’ve 
been waiting for.  

The Hurricanes have routinely been an outstanding team in 
both shot and chance suppression and generation over the 
last few years, with this year being no different. They have 
been the league's top team when it comes to shot 
suppression, and they generate shots at a top-five rate in the 
NHL. 

Necas was routinely below the standard in Carolina. He was 
a player that opted out of playing the defensively committed 
system that the Canes played to play his free-wheeling brand 
of hockey. When the coaching staff didn’t see the 200-foot 
effort from him, Necas wasn’t given the opportunities at the 
top of the lineup.  

Necas’ expected goals went from sub-50 percent in his first 
two full NHL seasons to just above 50 percent last year. But 
this year, he is above 62 percent in all situations and above 
56 percent at even strength. Expected goal statistics take 
into account shot location and generation of a given team 
and assign a value based on the danger of a shot and how 
often it shouldn't be expected to go in. 

Essentially, the Hurricanes are taking a lot of shots from the 
slot and home plate area on the ice while allowing very few 
from those areas on the defensive end of the ice when 
Necas is on the ice. 

The underlying numbers for the team as a whole remain 
excellent. According to Evolving Hockey, they sit third in 
expected goals against and expected goals for.  

So, why has Necas’ emergence as an elite scoring threat 
been so pivotal in the early going of the 2022-23 season?  

The team goaltending hasn't been good enough despite 
continuing to provide the netminders with favorable 
environments. They currently have an .897 save percentage 
as a team which has been boosted by the play of Pyotr 
Kotchetkov, their young netminder with a .918 save 

percentage through 11 games. They hoped they wouldn’t 
have to use him with established NHL veterans Frederik 
Andersen (.891) and Antti Raanta (.894) in the fold.  

Despite all of that, the Canes sit third in the Metropolitan 
Division, behind just the world-beating New Jersey Devils 
and the Pittsburgh Penguins.  

Already two-thirds of the way to his career high in scoring, 
Necas is on pace to challenge a 40-goal season while 
approaching 90 points.  

With Necas' defensive commitment and consistently making 
the right play to get the puck up the ice, the young Czech 
forward has been permitted to unleash his dynamism and 
cerebral mindset. The freedom to dominate on the puck 
comes from his commitment to play hard without it.  

Necas has flashed high-end skill and potential at times in his 
NHL career, but he was always an outlier on the Hurricanes. 
On a team built on defensively committed and process-
oriented players, Necas was a creative freelancer who 
wanted to throw the process out of the window in a lot of 
ways.  

The Carolina Hurricanes are a team that plays the game like 
a "Paint by Numbers" coloring book – structured and 
predictable in a lot of ways, but the results speak for 
themselves. Necas is an artist with a blank canvas looking to 
create the next “Starry Night”.  

The goal of bringing Necas into the fold was always to inject 
skill and offensive flair into the roster. He has certainly been 
able to do that in spurts before this season, but now that the 
Canes are in desperate need of a difference-maker, he’s 
stepped up and asserted himself as their leading scorer.  

Necas is one of their most important players in transition. He 
does such an effective job of evading traffic through the 
neutral zone, shifting his weight from skate to skate while 
feinting one way and cutting in the opposite direction.  

He enters the offensive zone with control more than just 
about any other Canes forward, but the biggest difference 
this year has been the rate at which he’s turning those 
entries into legitimate scoring chances.  

Necas’ scoring ability this year is crucial as the team’s 
scoring has been vastly underwhelming.  

After Necas’ 28 points, Sebastian Aho (27 points), Andrei 
Svechnikov (26) and Brent Burns (20) are the only players 
on the roster that have reached 15 points on the year 
through 27 games. Only seven players surpassed 10 points 
thus far.  
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Necas's step forward this year has been a massive factor in 
the Canes continuing to rank among the best teams in the 
Metropolitan Division. Carolina will likely get their goaltending 
figured out because they still give their netminders an 
incredibly easy environment to work in, and this may be the 
year it becomes the “Koochie” show in net with Kotchetkov 
taking the reigns.  

The fact that Necas brings so much excitement and an 
entertaining style of play to the Canes cannot be undersold. 
Finally figuring out how to blend that "wow" factor with 
statistical success has been one of hockey’s most under-the-
radar stories this season. Unleashing the creative stylings of 
hockey artist Marty Necas has been the great success of the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Brind’Amour this season.  

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 
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How Hurricanes forward Seth Jarvis has gotten back on track in his 
second NHL season 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

DECEMBER 13, 2022 5:45 AM 

 

Seth Jarvis gathered the puck for a shootout shot at practice and headed 
toward goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, slowing near the crease, using his best 
fakes and dekes. 

And was promptly stopped by Kochetkov. And fell over the goalie’s right 
pad, landing on his backside, his feet flying up in the air. 

No, things have not all gone smoothly for Jarvis in the forward’s second 
season with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

A day later, Kochetkov was stopping all 16 shots he faced as the Canes 
again took to the road and shut out the New York Islanders, 3-0. That 
was Saturday as Carolina played with forwards Sebastian Aho and 
Jesper Fast both out of the lineup with injuries, using seven defensemen 
and 11 forwards. 

Jarvis? He took a puck off his right skate blocking a Noah Dobson shot 
early, and later absorbed a crunching hit from Matt Martin. He left the 

game in the second period but was soon back as the Canes (15-6-6) 
closed out a victory. 

“Not much has changed this year for me. Everybody still treats me like a 
rookie,” Jarvis, smiling, told the N&O last week before leaving for Long 
Island. “But I still feel like a little kid out here. That’s the fun part.” 

Jarvis was one of the Canes’ feel-good stories last season, making the 
jump from junior hockey to the NHL, having some fun. He finished with 
17 goals and 40 points in 68 regular-season games, scoring four game-
winning goals, displaying some fearless play around the net. 

He started this season with goals in two of the first three games, then 
had one in the next 18. He was getting his minutes and the effort was 
there, but not the offensive production as his shooting percentage has 
been well below last year’s 15.5%. 

Not that it has overly bothered Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

“I think he’s been good,” Brind’Amour said. “You’re going to have ups 
and downs in your second year. Go back a hundred years ago and my 
second year was a tough year in the league after having a real good first 
year. 

“Most of it is expectations. Everyone says, ‘Well, you scored 20 your first 
year so you’re going to get 30.’ That’s hard. If you take the expectation 
(part) out of it and you watch the play, I think he’s done really well. His 
game is just going to grow.” 
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A year ago, teams constantly prodded and tested the 5-10, 175-pound 
winger, the Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020. And especially in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Jarvis, 20, had his front teeth rearranged after taking a stick in the mouth 
from Ryan Strome of the New York Rangers. Some friendly fire also hurt. 
He took a Brendan Smith shot just below the waistline, a painful sight for 
all who saw it. 

But it’s all a part of being initiated into the NHL, and Jarvis believes he’s 
better for it this season. 

“I think learning wise, I’m more mature, physically and mentally,” he said. 
“I think my game is more mature than it was last year, maybe more away 
from the puck where I can make better reads defensively. 

“Just in general, being able to be out there in big moments and high-
pressure situations is something I want to be a part of. I think this year I 
see myself being able to be trusted.” 

It’s all about consistency. Jarvis said, and that’s something that was 
missing early in the season. And maybe some puck luck. 

“Honestly, it was just the bounces and it was tough for me to create 
momentum for myself and for the team,” Jarvis said. “In general, the puck 
was kind of hopping away from me and I was having trouble kind of 
corralling it and getting my shots through.” 

Jarvis ended a scoreless streak with a goal against Calgary on Nov. 26 
and has two goals and four assists in his past seven games. Some of the 
bounces, he said, are going his way. 

“I’m turning the tide a little bit and that comes with working hard,” he said. 
“That’s what’s changed. At the beginning of the year I was focused on 
scoring and I got away from what my game is, which is energy and effort. 

“Now, the past 10 or 12 games, I’ve gone back to how I made this team, 
with energy and effort.” 

Jarvis is both fast and feisty. The Canes’ Nov. 29 game at Pittsburgh was 
in overtime and Jarvis was coming off the ice when he bumped the 
Penguins’ Bryan Rust into the boards by the benches. 

With the Pens screaming for a penalty and preoccupied with Jarvis, the 
Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov and Brett Pesce took off down the ice, Pesce 
scoring the OT winner. 

Moments before, Rust had checked Jarvis into the boards. Jarvis 
bounced off the hit, took off down the left wing and got off a shot, only to 
take a stick high from Pens defenseman Brian Dumoulin as he rounded 
the net. Then, the hit on Rust. 

“The puck squirted in the neutral zone and I’m not going to stop playing 
because (Rust) stands up straight or whatever and he slows down,” 
Jarvis said. “I’m out there to win a game. I felt like I finished my check, 
finished my play. 

‘They didn’t like it. They tried coming after me and we had a two-on-oh. I 
think it was a hockey play.” 

That’s what Jarvis is about: making hockey plays, helping his team win. 
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Lightning crush Kraken with three quick second-period goals 

 

Kate Shefte By Kate Shefte  

 

TAMPA, Fla. — It was deflating when, four seconds away from its 
second successful kill of the night, the Kraken’s 29th-ranked penalty kill 
allowed a goal on Corey Perry’s innocent-looking shot. 

It was done when Tampa Bay Lightning center Brayden Point took the 
puck with a head of steam at center ice, danced around Seattle’s Andre 
Burakovsky, Vince Dunn and Adam Larsson and scored before the 
previous goal could be announced. 

It was unsalvageable when the Kraken tried a goaltending change, but 
Ross Colton tipped the first shot Martin Jones faced into the back of the 
net. 

Seattle starter Philipp Grubauer was pulled after allowing four goals on 
20 shots, let down by some lax Kraken defense several times in a 6-2 
Seattle loss on Tuesday night. The Kraken have dropped four of five after 
a seven-game win streak. 

The Kraken’s December funk continued. Trailing 2-1 in the second period 
and playing better after a slow start, Seattle allowed Tampa Bay to 
fashion a costly scoring chance out of a power play’s last gasp. 

The penalty kill, an area where Seattle has struggled all season, had 
allowed what was apparently a dispiriting goal. 

ADVERTISING 

“We had one helluva penalty kill, in terms of our effort and execution,” 
coach Dave Hakstol said. “When that third goal went in, that took a lot 
out of us.” 

Then came the next two in quick succession. A team that rarely fell 
behind at all in late November fell further and further behind and the 
offense that once had every answer quieted again after Sunday’s five-
goal effort against the Florida Panthers. 

“We know how to play,” Kraken alternate captain Jaden Schwartz said 
was the message. “Support each other, move our feet, try and build 
some momentum and throw everything at them.” 

Another alternate captain, Yanni Gourde, came to play against the team 
he won back-to-back Stanley Cups with in 2020 and 2021. So did call-up 
Gustav Olofsson, a surprise lineup inclusion after defenseman Justin 
Schultz was scratched late. 

Schultz was hit from behind in the Kraken’s last outing at Florida, his face 
slammed into the boards. Hakstol announced earlier in the day that 
Schultz would play against Tampa Bay. 

“With situations like this, more information comes in different situations 
that wouldn’t allow him to play tonight,” Hakstol said. “Right now I’ll label 
it day to day. We’ll see where it goes from there.” 

ADVERTISING 

Olofsson, who was recalled Monday from the Coachella Valley Firebirds, 
put three shots on goal before the game’s midway point. Gourde, 
meanwhile, was in everyone’s business, sticking close to ex-teammate 
Andrei Vasilevskiy’s goal crease and setting up his Kraken linemates. 

The two Seattle players’ paths converged when Ryan Donato started 
shoving seemingly in defense of Olofsson in front of the Lightning bench. 
Gourde joined in and got into a proper scrap with Pat Maroon, another 
former teammate, early in the third period. 

Elsewhere, Morgan Geekie was on a collision course with Cal Foote. He 
dumped Foote in the Lightning crease with what looked like a pro 
wrestling move before they were pried apart by officials. The gloves went 
flying later at the other end of the rink, with Foote putting Geekie in a 
headlock of sorts after Geekie landed several jabs. 

Until Donato sneaked in a goal with five seconds left in the game, Jared 
McCann was the only one to solve Vasilevskiy (36 saves), on a 2-on-1 
with Jordan Eberle late in the first period. The Kraken came out of the 
break energized before the Lightning scored three times in a span of 
3:23. 

Donato padded his stat line with an absolutely casual top-shelf goal in 
the final minute. Former Kraken defenseman Haydn Fleury, now with 
Tampa Bay, cried out in protest as his stick was taken out of his hands. 
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He went down to the ice to try and mess with Donato’s progress as 
Donato shifted from forehand to backhand and went high. 

On the final Lightning goal, which came earlier in the third period, Tampa 
Bay captain Steven Stamkos took care of his own rebound. Jones did 
everything he could to stop the initial chance. He finished with eight 
saves. 

“We needed a little better on the second goal from Grubi. We needed a 
little better on the third,” Hakstol said. 
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Eeli Tolvanen excited for new start with Kraken 

 

Kate Shefte By Kate Shefte  

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Newest Kraken forward Eeli Tolvanen spent parts of five 
seasons with the Nashville Predators, the team that drafted him 30th 
overall in 2017. The beginning was rosy, but the breakup was drawn-out. 

Being scratched once, much less seven times in a row, isn’t fun. He went 
on waivers Sunday and was at home waiting for the call with a new 
destination, whether that be Nashville’s American Hockey League 
affiliate the Milwaukee Admirals or brand-new franchise. 

“Getting to that point, I was hoping for the fresh start, whether that’s in 
Milwaukee or here or somewhere else,” Tolvanen, 23, said. 

“It’s always tough to leave a team when you’ve been there four, five 
years, but I’m excited to be here.” 

Armed with a single suitcase — that will have to do for now — Tolvanen 
was on a flight to Florida within hours and took part in Tuesday’s morning 
skate with his new team, wearing the No. 20. He wasn’t in the lineup later 
that night against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“We’ll take it a step at a time and give him an opportunity to become part 
of the group, to become comfortable with what we’re doing systems-
wise,” Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said after complimenting Tolvanen’s 
offensive instincts. 

ADVERTISING 

“ (We’ll) find a good opportunity for him to come into the lineup.” 

The Kraken’s only other native of Finland, Joonas Donskoi, was placed 
on injured reserve in October and hasn’t appeared in a regular-season 
game. Tolvanen said he didn’t know anyone in Seattle’s locker room, but 
noted there were plenty of Europeans and he expected a smooth 
transition. 

Tolvanen didn’t have an inside source, but consulted the next best thing. 
He immediately texted Predators defenseman Jeremy Lauzon, a member 
of the Kraken last season who was dealt to Nashville at the trade 
deadline. 

“All the good parts about Seattle, how the players get treated and the 
facilities. He said it’s one of the best spots in the NHL,” Tolvanen said. 

He enjoyed a jump in the Western Conference standings. The Predators 
are just above .500 and outside the second wild-card spot, while the 
Kraken were tied for second in the Pacific Division. 

“The team’s doing well. So couldn’t be more excited,” Tolvanen said. 

ADVERTISING 

Crimes and punishment 

Kraken defenseman Jamie Oleksiak served the second of a three-game 
suspension Tuesday for a hit that injured the Washington Capitals’ 
Alexander Alexeyev. Alexeyev was placed on injured reserve Sunday 
with an upper-body injury. 

A video explaining the decision behind Oleksiak’s suspension remained 
the most recent update on the NHL Department of Player Safety’s Twitter 
page, even after the Florida Panthers’ Ryan Lomberg hit Kraken 
defenseman from behind Justin Schultz two nights later. 

Both hits resulted in game misconducts, but it didn’t appear further 
punishment was coming for Lomberg the way it came for Oleksiak. 

“I don’t like the hit. I don’t like anything about it. But that’s not for me to 
make the decision,” Hakstol said. “We play the game and coach the 
game, that’s outside of my realm.” 

“I don’t like the hit. I think it’s cheap — I think it’s crap. But not for me to 
look at.” 

The injury to Washington’s Alexeyev was cited in the suspension 
explanation. As late as Tuesday afternoon, it looked as though Seattle’s 
Schultz wouldn’t miss any time. 

ADVERTISING 

Schultz, who missed the rest of the Panthers game after exiting in the 
third period, was out for Tuesday’s morning skate and set to play against 
the Lightning, with Hakstol calling him “good to go.” Schultz didn’t take 
pregame warmups, however. Gustav Olofsson went in instead and was 
paired with Cale Fleury. 

Kuhlman claimed 

The Kraken placed forward Karson Kuhlman, who appeared in just three 
games in November and three more in December, on waivers around the 
same time they claimed Tolvanen. Kuhlman was claimed by the 
Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday, with an immediate reunion ahead — the 
Kraken host the Jets on Sunday. 

Kuhlman had three points (one goal, two assists) in 14 appearances with 
Seattle this season. He scored the game-winner against the Colorado 
Avalanche and registered an assist in his last Kraken game Friday in 
Washington. 

This is the third NHL team for Kuhlman, 27, who started his NHL career 
with the Boston Bruins after signing as a free agent. He was claimed off 
waivers by Seattle on Jan. 17. 
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Lightning score 3 goals 3:23 apart in 2nd, beat Kraken 6-2 

 

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Corey Perry, Brayden Point and Ross Colton 
scored 3:23 apart in the second period, Nikita Kucherov had three assists 
and the Tampa Bay Lightning beat the Seattle Kraken 6-2 on Tuesday 
night. 

Lightning 6, Kraken 2: Box score 

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 36 saves, and Ian Cole, Erik Cernak and 
Steven Stamkos had the other Lightning goals. Tampa Bay has won all 
three games against the second-year Kraken, outscoring them 13-3. 

The surging Lightning have won 11 of 14 overall. 

Stamkos extended his point streak to 14 games (nine goals, 12 assists) 
with his third-period goal. He is three away from becoming the 47th NHL 
player to reach 500 goals. 

Kucherov has 401 assists in 590 games. Among active players, only 
Connor McDavid (426), Sidney Crosby (448), Evgeni Malkin (527), 
Artemi Panarin (529) and Nicklas Backstrom (542) reached 400 assists 
faster. Martin St. Louis had been the quickest in Lightning history, doing it 
in 708 games. 
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Jared McCann and Ryan Donato scored for the Kraken, who dropped to 
9-3-1 on the road. Two of those losses have come in the last three 
games. 

Seattle’s Philipp Grubauer allowed four goals on 20 shots before being 
pulled in the second. 

After Perry got his 410th goal on the power play at 12:13, Point ended 
Grubauer’s night when he skated in from the neutral zone, eluded a 
couple of defenders and put home a backhand at 13:28. 

ARE YOU NOT ENTERTAINED?! pic.twitter.com/o1IQhmWP7v 

— Tampa Bay Lightning (@TBLightning) December 14, 2022 

Point has a four-game goal streak, and has nine goals in his last nine 
games. 

Colton capped the outburst with a deflection that got past Martin Jones 
with 4:24 remaining in the second. 

Cole opened the scoring 91 seconds into the game before Cernak made 
it 2-0 on his first goal in 66 games at 7:24 of the first. 

Kucherov got his second assist and 400th overall on a nifty backhand 
pass from along the boards at the defensive blue line to Point, who set 
up Cernak. 

Jordan Eberle blocked Cole’s shot and then assisted on McCann’s 2-on-
1 goal with 1:21 left in the first. 

Donato scored with five seconds to play. 

FAMILY REUNION 

Seattle D Cale Fleury and Lightning D Haydn Fleury both played. It was 
the third time the brothers faced each other in an NHL game. They also 
played in the same game for the Kraken twice last season. 

SCRATCHES 

Kraken: D Jamie Oleksiak served the second game of a three-game 
suspension for an illegal check to the head on Friday. … D Justin 
Schultz, hit into the boards from behind Sunday by Florida’s Ryan 
Lomberg, didn’t play. 

Lightning: D Mikhail Sergachev left late in the third after blocking a shot. 

UP NEXT 

Kraken: Play at Carolina on Thursday night. 

Lightning: Host the Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday night. 
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Kraken Breakdown: Are issues fixed just in time for tough stretch? 

 

BY ANDY EIDE 

 

The vibes around the Seattle Kraken were feeling a little sketchy last 
week. 

Seattle followed up a franchise-best seven-game winning streak with 
three straight losses. On the road, things were looking bleak as the NHL 
schedulers had not done them any favors. That was all before Sunday’s 
5-2 win in Florida against the Panthers. 

Kraken add former first-round pick Eeli Tolvanen on waiver claim 

Are the issues that popped up during the losing streak fixed, or was 
Sunday’s win a sign the team fixed those issues and have righted the 
ship just before a tough stretch of their schedule? 

Losing three games in a row during an 82-game schedule by itself is not 
necessarily cause for alarm. However, some trends emerged in those 
losses reminiscent of last season’s struggles and were a tad worrisome. 

The defense was leaky, and puck management issues led to odd-man 
rushes and easy goals against. Seattle lost a game to the Montreal 
Canadiens where they allowed four goals on 16 shots, including an 
alarming three goals on four shots during the second period. 

That was a winnable game that the Kraken threw away. It included gems 
such as Andre Burakovsky throwing a pass up the middle from behind 
the net that went right to Montreal’s Nick Suzuki. One pass later and Cole 
Caufield scored one of the easiest goals in his career. 

DYNAMIC DUO  #GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/g3bHtNBvUY 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) December 7, 2022 

Seven seconds later, the Canadiens scored again. 

That exchange reeked of last season and was troubling. 

After a 4-1 loss at the Washington Capitals on Friday, things started to 
feel uncomfortable. Where was the stingy defensive play, the goal-
scoring, and the puck management? 

It was all there Sunday against Florida. 

Kraken 5, Panthers 2 

Wherever the Kraken’s game had gone during the three straight losses, it 
was back Sunday. 

From the opening faceoff, Seattle was the tight-checking club that we 
saw earlier in the season. The Kraken were tough on the forecheck, kept 
the Panthers to the outside, and got great goaltending from Martin Jones. 

Their stingy defense created offense and the forecheck created a goal in 
the first minute of the game. 

On this play, the puck was sent in deep and Jared McCann followed it on 
the forecheck. He caused just enough chaos that the Panthers lost the 
puck. McCann scooped it up and slid a backhand pass to Matty Beniers, 
who blasted a slap shot for his 11th goal. 

this whole play was *chef's kiss* 

   pic.twitter.com/fas2YleN6J 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) December 11, 2022 

That’s Kraken hockey at its finest and a sign that Sunday’s game was 
going to be different than the three preceding contests. 

“We just talked about getting back to who we are,” Kraken coach Dave 
Hakstol said after the game. “We were a little bit better at five-on-five, a 
little better in terms of all three zones, in terms of how we checked, and 
that was a big piece of our game tonight.” 

Beniers would add an assist and continues to lead NHL rookies in 
scoring, and he further cemented his budding star status in the third 
period. It wasn’t his goal or the helper, but rather standing up for a 
teammate. Late in the third period, Florida’s Ryan Lomberg hit Justin 
Schultz from behind, a hit that brought with it a five-minute major penalty 
as well as a match penalty. After the hit, Beniers, not known for rough 
play, jumped Lomberg without hesitation. 

His teammates noticed and he was given the team’s player of the game 
hat for his actions. It was the kind of play that can galvanize a team and 
bond a young player to his teammates. 

Granted, the Panthers were playing on the second night of a back-to-
back after losing to Tampa Bay the night before. 
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“I don’t like talking about them being on a back-to-back,” Yanni Gourde 
said. “We’ve done that too often this year, just focus on us, focus on what 
we can do, focus on the start. It doesn’t matter… We just have to go out 
there and play our game.” 

Gourde is right. With the way the NHL schedule works, every team must 
deal with tough stretches and playing back-to-backs. You can’t overlook 
anyone because of it and the Kraken didn’t on Sunday. 

With a clean game where they fixed some of the problems that popped 
up during the losing streak, the Kraken need to advance that to the 
remaining games on the road trip, which will be tough. 

The schedule ahead 

We will find out if the Kraken have truly cleaned up their game this week 
with two hard games coming up. 

It starts Tuesday night when they go to Tampa to take on the Lightning, 
who have been to the last three Stanley Cup Finals, winning twice. They 
are off to another good start and are 10-4-1 at home. All the big names 
for the Lightning remain. 

Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos and Brayden Point are scoring threats, 
and the Kraken will have to find a way to get pucks past goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, who is still one of the league’s best. Seattle will need to play 
their tight-checking brand of hockey to have any success. 

Things don’t get easier for Seattle on Thursday when it heads to Carolina 
to play the Hurricanes. 

Carolina is off to a 15-6-6 start and already have a 5-1 win against the 
Kraken that came back on Oct. 17 at Climate Pledge Arena. Carolina is 
led by Martin Necas and Sebastian Aho, who were both drafted by 
Seattle general manager Ron Francis when he held the same position 
with the Hurricanes, and the Canes can score up and down the lineup. 

Seattle played a great game Sunday to start the road trip with a 1-1-0 
record. For the Kraken to have any success the remainder of the trip and 
moving forward, they will need to play the same way. They’ll need to play 
Kraken hockey. 
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Stars notebook: Ryan Suter’s save; Roope Hintz’s last-second goal 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

10:40 PM on Dec 13, 2022  

 

NEWARK, N.J. — It was also a sort of homecoming for Stars assistant 
coach Alain Nasreddine, who spent seven seasons on the New Jersey 
coaching staff. He joined Pete DeBoer’s staff over the summer and was 
recognized during a television timeout in the first period of Tuesday’s 
game. 

DeBoer said he was happy for both Nasreddine and Scott Wedgewood 
earning a win in a place they used to call home. DeBoer also praised 
how Nasreddine’s personality makes “it feels like he’s been here forever,” 
and recapped the rave review he received from former Devils captain 
Andy Greene. 

“An absolute, unequivocal endorsement, no red flags, thought he was a 
great coach, great presenter, good guy, good communicator,” DeBoer 
said. “Frankly, was surprised he was out of a job. That was enough for 
me.” 

Suter’s save: Ryan Suter picked up the primary assist on Hintz’s goal, 
but his bigger contribution came in the second period, when he made a 

chest save on Haula’s bid to score. With Wedgewood scrambling, Suter 
stood in the crease to protect the net. 

“I knew Wedgie had the bottom part,” Suter said. “I was like ‘If this thing 
gets high, I’ve got to make sure to get it for him.’” 

It was the second time this season that Suter saved a surefire goal. 
Against the Islanders on Nov. 19, Suter swept a puck off the goalline to 
prevent a goal. 

Picking up tips: Ty Dellandrea’s goal marked another one for the 2018 
first-round pick that came off a tip. Dellandrea often works on that skill 
before practice or morning skate with Joe Pavelski. 

“He’s going to tough areas and finding ways to get sticks on pucks, to do 
the right things,” Suter said. “That’s what it takes to have long careers.” 

Late strike: Roope Hintz’s goal came with 2.6 seconds left in the second 
period. It was the fifth goal the Stars scored in the final minute of a period 
that wasn’t an empty-netter or with an extra attacker. 

The latest goal in a period prior to Hintz’s tally was Tyler Seguin’s goal 
with nine seconds left in the first period in Florida. 

“One of my coaches a long time ago told me that the first minute and last 
minute of period goals, they kill you,” Jason Robertson said. “If you get 
one, that’s great. We were feeling it and it was a big timely goal by 
Roope.” 

In the minors: The Stars lost defenseman Jerad Rosburg to shoulder 
surgery, general manager Jim Nill said Tuesday. Nill said Rosburg would 
be out until about the end of the regular season or the start of the 
playoffs. 

Rosburg has missed the last eight games in the AHL, and had not played 
since Nov. 19. 

On Tuesday night, the Stars re-assigned forward Antonio Stranges to 
ECHL affiliate Idaho. Stranges had only played five of the 24 AHL games 
with Texas, and spent nearly the entire season as a healthy scratch. 

Due to the large number of forwards in Texas, players have rotated in 
and out of the lineup, meaning Riley Damiani, Mavrik Bourque, Jacob 
Peterson, Oskar Bäck, Matěj Blümel and Curtis McKenzie have all be 
scratches at certain points. 
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‘Dialed in’ Scott Wedgewood leads Stars to impressive bounce-back win 
over Devils 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

10:12 PM on Dec 13, 2022  

 

NEWARK, N.J. — If Pete DeBoer entered Tuesday night concerned 
about his team, he left it anything but. 

The Stars bounced back from a deflating loss in Pittsburgh on Monday to 
deliver perhaps their best win of the season, beating the Devils 4-1 on 
Tuesday night at the Prudential Center. One night after allowing the 
game-winning goal in the final minute, the Stars hung on and added two 
empty-net goals to seal their victory. 

“I was really worried about mentally where we’re at,” DeBoer said. “I 
thought the guys were outstanding, that’s a testament to our leadership.” 
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Ty Dellandrea, Roope Hintz, Esa Lindell (empty-netter) and Mason 
Marchment (empty-netter) scored for the Stars, who were backstopped 
by Scott Wedgewood’s 35 impressive saves. 

Wedgewood went save-for-save with Devils rookie Akira Schmid, 
exchanging highlight saves throughout an entertaining game, including a 
rambunctious second period. Schmid finished with 28 saves, but many of 
the difficult variety. 

Schmid denied Jason Robertson during a rush chance in the second 
period. Luke Glendening and Joel Kiviranta had consecutive shots during 
on a breakaway that were stopped. Schmid robbed Glendening once 
more in the third period. 

Dellandrea beat Schmid on a tip of a Ryan Suter point shot. Hintz scored 
by shoveling home a Miro Heiskanen rebound that clanged off the frame. 
If the Stars were going to beat Schmid on Tuesday night, they needed a 
richochet. 

The same could be said for the Devils attempting to crack Wedgewood. 

New Jersey’s only goal of the evening came from Miles Wood, as he 
tipped a Kevin Bahl shot past Wedgewood. 

“There’s a little bit of pride for me on my side to come in, and steal some 
games,” Wedgewood said. “Obviously, you’re not going to have it every 
night on back-to-backs, but just to keep the team in it as long as possible, 
give them a chance to maybe jump ahead. I thought I did that all night. 

“They were confident in me and I was confident in myself.” 

Wedgewood is a former Devils draft pick, traded away for a fifth-rounder 
that eventually became Schmid. (“You’re welcome,” Wedgewood joked 
after the game.) During his second stint in Jersey, Wedgewood was 
waived and claimed by Arizona. 

“Just a place near and dear to my heart, so it’s obviously a little fun, a 
little challenge,” Wedgewood said. “But coming away with a win is a big 
part of it.” 

Robertson: “I think he was dialed in. He knew what it meant, not just for 
our team, but personally. It was a great performance, and we’re very 
happy for him.” 

Wedgewood made 19 saves in a frenetic second period, and came up 
big late in the third period, first when the Devils went on the power play 
and then when they pulled their goalie. New Jersey attempted seven 
shots on the power play, and Wedgewood sealed a net-front scramble 
before an early whistle saved the Stars from what would have been Erik 
Haula’s game-tying goal. 

“If we can be patient and kind of take away some of their options, be a 
little bit more not overpressured, overaggressive, it plays in our favor,” 
Wedgewood said of the late penalty kill. “Then it gives me time to either 
stay on the guy that’s going to shoot or at least play deeper so I can get 
across and play on the one-timer options.” 

But at its core on Tuesday night, the game was about how impressive a 
win the Stars delivered. 

Less than 24 hours before, they turned a promising night into an empty-
handed one in Pittsburgh. The Stars had not won either of their two 
second games of a back-to-back this season. They were facing the third-
highest scoring team in the league, a Devils squad that had only lost five 
times in regulation this season. 

“Emotionally, you lose that, it’s tough, but then to come back and play 
well against a really good team,” Suter said. “Yeah, you’re only as good 
as your next win, so we’ve just got to keep getting better and building on 
it.” 

DeBoer added: “It was an emotional letdown to lose the way we did, and 
really tested our resiliency bouncing back here tonight. That’s what I was 
happiest about. We played a really hard game yesterday, lost in as tough 
a way you can lose and showed up tonight, and went back to work again 
with a real good effort.” 

The Stars will have an off day on Wednesday before facing the Capitals 
in Washington on Thursday. 
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Breaking down Stars’ chaotic second period against Devils, from big 
saves to big goals 

 

By Saad Yousuf 

 

NEWARK, N.J. — True benchmarks don’t come often in an 82-game 
season. Whether it’s injuries, venue or any other litany of circumstances, 
it’s not easy evaluating a single game as a measuring stick. Tuesday 
night’s showdown in New Jersey against the Devils was one of those 
rare opportunities for the Stars. 

Dallas was less than 24 hours removed from an emotional loss to one of 
the top teams in the Eastern Conference and had to complete the road 
back-to-back against a team that is even higher in the standings than the 
team it played in Pittsburgh on Monday night. To top things off, the Stars 
would be going to battle with their backup netminder patrolling the 
crease. 

“Pretty close, considering the circumstances,” coach Pete DeBoer said 
when asked if the 4-1 victory was his team’s best of the season. “Back-
to-back with how we lost last game. I was really worried about, mentally, 
where we were at. I thought the guys were outstanding. It’s a testament 
to our leadership.” 

Tuesday’s win was a testament, in particular, to Scott Wedgewood. The 
Stars’ backup goaltender began his NHL career in New Jersey after the 
Devils drafted him in 2010. His initial departure from New Jersey came 
after the Devils traded him to Arizona, and his second stint in New Jersey 
ended four years later when he was placed on waivers. 

“It’s a place that’s near and dear to my heart,” Wedgewood said. “It’s 
obviously a little fun, a little challenging, but coming away with the win is 
a big part of it.” 

Wedgewood stopped 35 of the 26 shots he faced, a second-period 
deflection accounting as the lone puck that got past him. Wedgewood 
was in a unique spot in that he was the only player for the Stars playing 
with fresh legs. It required an adjustment on his part, going from a first 
period in which he saw only six shots to a second period in which he was 
bombarded with 20. Wedgewood came up with big saves in the chaotic 
middle frame and in the third period when the Devils looked to make a 
hard final push, especially on the power play. 

“I think he was dialed in,” Jason Robertson said. “He knew what it meant, 
not just for our team but personally. It was a great performance, and 
we’re very happy for him.” 

Both teams were playing the second night of a back-to-back, and it 
showed in the first period. The game was played tightly and skill wasn’t 
taking over, even though both teams have plenty of it. According to 
Natural Stat Trick, the Devils had a slight edge in expected goals at 0.44-
0.39. 

Then, the second period happened, and it didn’t take long for chaos to 
ensue. 

Colin Miller’s turnover deep in the Stars’ zone resulted in Wedgewood 
getting ambushed. As Ryan Suter tried to make a defensive play, his 
stick was knocked out of his hand, and he found himself standing in the 
crease, behind Wedgewood. 
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“I knew Weggie had the bottom part,” Suter said. “I was like, ‘If this thing 
gets high, I’ve got to make sure to get it for him.’” 

Playing honorary goaltender has become familiar for Suter, who 
prevented a goal with a heads-up play less than a month ago against the 
New York Islanders. 

Robertson is a goal scorer, which means other parts of his game often fly 
under the radar. He might not be the fastest skater, but he has a knack 
for deciphering the opposing team’s play before it happens. A little over 
five minutes into the second period, Robertson read a pass going to the 
slot and stepped in front to intercept it. He immediately turned around 
and looked to turn the defense into offense. 

It was a favorable scenario for the Stars, who had a man advantage with 
the four-on-three, with their four players — Robertson, Roope Hintz, Joe 
Pavelski and Miro Heiskanen — being the top four players on the team. 
Their puck movement and chemistry were poetic, but Akira Schmid made 
one of his many superhuman efforts on the night to hold off the damage. 

Following Robertson’s prime look, the Stars had all of the momentum on 
their side; a score seemed like it was itching to happen. It didn’t take 
long. Ty Dellandrea made a great effort with the puck on the boards and 
dug it out to Suter at the blue line. From there, it was back to the lab for 
Dellandrea. His hours upon hours of work with Pavelski, practicing 
deflections and a stronger net-front presence, showed once again as he 
tipped home Suter’s shot. 

Following Dellandrea’s goal, the Stars threatened to start piling on when 
Wyatt Johnston immediately had a good look from the slot on the 
ensuing shift. The Stars were getting good looks but still had trouble 
sustaining offensive zone time to establish a firm presence. Just over 90 
seconds after Dellandrea scored, Tyler Seguin lost a defensive zone 
faceoff. After Suter launched a shot from deep to set up a deflection for 
Dallas’ first goal, New Jersey returned the favor. 

Although the Devils tied the score, the ice was still tilted in favor of the 
Stars. Seguin fed a crashing Dellandrea in front of the net, but the two 
were unable to connect. 

Joel Kiviranta, who has been playing well in this recent stretch, put forth 
a strong effort to create a turnover and then lead a two-on-one with Luke 
Glendening. Glendening and Kiviranta played that rush about as well as 
one would hope from them, with Glendening’s rebound spilling right into 
Kiviranta’s lap. However, Schmid came up big again for the Devils. 

“It was so opposite of the first period,” DeBoer said. “The first period was 
so tight. There was no room, and then in the second period, things 
started to open up a little bit. I thought both goalies were excellent. Easily 
could have had two or three goals each way.” 

Instead, the Stars and Devils had only one goal apiece — until the literal 
final second of the middle frame. A Dougie Hamilton icing gave the Stars 
one last offensive zone faceoff in the waning seconds of the period. Hintz 
was initially going to take the draw but was replaced by Pavelski, who 
won it clean. That was critical because of the limited time available on the 
clock. 

From there, it was a lot of familiarity. Robertson won a tough puck battle, 
and Heiskanen uncorked a strong shot, hoping to beat the buzzer. After it 
hit the post, Hintz slammed it home to score the game-winning goal. 

“One of my coaches a long time ago told me that first minute and last 
minute of period goals, they kill you,” Robertson said. “But if you get one, 
it’s great. It was a big, timely goal by Roope.” 

Natural Stat Trick gave New Jersey the slight edge in expected goals in 
the second period at 1.64-1.46, but it was highly elevated activity for both 
teams. One of the key differences about the Stars this season is how 
they’ve been playing with a lead. Instead of sitting back in the third period 
with a 2-1 lead, they kept their foot on the gas. They had their best 
overall period to finish things off, staying aggressive offensively while 
also coming up with a big penalty kill and riding Wedgewood’s brilliance 

to the very end, when a Wedgewood save immediately turned into the 
dagger empty-netter. 

Scoring distribution 

1A (Robertson) — 1G (Hintz) — Pavelski 

1G (Marchment) — 1A (Seguin) — 1G (Dellandrea) 

Benn — Johnston — Gurianov 

Kiviranta — Faksa — Glendening 

1A (Heiskanen) — Lundkvist 

1G (Lindell) — Hakanpaa 

1A (Suter) — Miller 

.972 save percentage (Wedgewood) 

Three plays 

Here are three non-scoring plays that stood out: 

Glendening’s best look 

The second-period rush was a solid chance for Glendening, but it was 
more so for Kiviranta. Glendening’s best chance came later in the game, 
but he was again turned away by Schmid’s heroics. 

Marchment’s hit 

Between the Robertson interception and robbery sequence and 
Dellandrea scoring the first goal of the game, Mason Marchment laid a 
thunderous hit behind the Stars’ net. 

Poetry in motion 

The play in which Robertson was robbed is a good example of this as 
well, but it’s a delight to watch the Stars’ top line operate the way it does. 
Getting caught up in the statistics is one thing, but when the three are on 
the ice together, it’s the highest form of hockey, highlighted by their 
chemistry and passing ability. For a cross-sport comparison, it’s a lot like 
the classical days of the NBA’s San Antonio Spurs when they had their 
big three era of Tim Duncan, Tony Parker and Manu Ginobili. 
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Penguins place Jeff Petry on long-term injured reserve, recall Mark 
Friedman, Drew O'Connor 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

3-3 minutes 12/13/2022 

 

The Penguins placed defenseman Jeff Petry on long-term injured reserve 
retroactive to Sunday because of a suspected left arm injury. 

During the late stages of a 3-1 home win against the Buffalo Sabres on 
Saturday, Petry was hit into the Penguins’ end boards by Sabres forward 
Alex Tuch and left the contest holding his left arm. 

After the game, Petry was available to media and indicated he was fine. 

“It hurt,” Petry said. “But I’m all right.” 

The team has not formally identified the specific nature or severity of his 
injury. 
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Players on long-term injured reserve must be sidelined for 10 games and 
24 days on the NHL calendar. Petry, who was absent for Monday’s 2-1 
home win against the Dallas Stars, is not eligible to return to the lineup 
until a road game against the Arizona Coyotes on Jan. 8. 

Teams may temporarily relieve themselves of a portion of a player’s 
salary cap hit while he is designated to long-term injured reserve. 

Acquired via trade this past offseason, the right-handed defenseman 
carries the team’s second-highest salary cap hit of $6.25 million 
according to Cap Friendly. 

Petry, 34, has appeared in 28 games this season and has 12 points 
(three goals, nine assists) and has averaged 22:20 of ice time per 
contest. 

In corresponding transactions, defenseman Mark Friedman and forward 
Drew O’Connor were recalled from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the 
American Hockey League (AHL). 

Friedman, 26, has appeared in 19 AHL games this season and has five 
points (one goal, four assists). 

A right-handed shot who can play either side of a defensive pairing, 
Friedman spent two days on the NHL roster this season after a recall 
Nov. 11 but has yet to appear in an NHL game. 

He is in the first year of a two-year contract with a salary cap hit of 
$775,000. 

For the 24-year-old O’Connor, this is his second recall to the NHL level 
this season. After being summoned Oct. 31, he appeared in three NHL 
contests and did not record a point while averaging 8:32 of ice time per 
contest. 

A left-handed shot who primarily plays as a center, O’Connor is Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton’s leading scorer this season with 22 points (eight goals, 
14 assists) in 20 games. 

He is signed to a one-year contract that carries a salary cap hit of 
$750,000. 
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Why do the Penguins lead the NHL in hits? 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

5-6 minutes 12/13/2022 

 

It’s a conventional wisdom that makes sense in hockey, especially in an 
age where seemingly every action on the ice is documented to a granular 
level with advanced metrics. 

If you have a lot of hits, you probably don’t have the puck a lot. 

After all, it’s impossible to register a hit — at least officially — if the puck 
is on your stick or a teammate’s. 

And a quick glance at the NHL’s team hit totals would validate that 
postulate. 

The Philadelphia Flyers, one of the NHL’s worst outfits, are second in the 
league with 894 hits through their first 29 games. Not coincidentally, they 
are 26th in the NHL through Monday in terms of the percentage of shot 
attempts they can claim at 46.7%. 

Yet, roughly five hours to the west exists the antithesis of that supposedly 
tried-and-true notion with regard to hits versus puck possession prowess. 

Through Monday, the Pittsburgh Penguins are the league leaders in hits 
with 901. And while their puck possession numbers aren’t overwhelming, 
they are in the black as they control 50.1% of shot attempts, 13th-best in 
the league. And by the way, they happen to be on an 11-1-1 tear that has 
propelled them into second place of the Metropolitan Division. 

It’s a dichotomy that doesn’t make sense based on the logic that having 
the puck prevents you from registering hits. 

Unless you are the Penguins. 

“It’s just being a team that’s hard to play against,” said forward Josh 
Archibald, whose 101 hits pace the Penguins and are the fourth-most in 
the NHL. “Obviously, if you want to dump the puck (into the offensive 
zone), you’ve got to go get it back and that usually involves a hit or two. 
Just being able to use our speed, get on the forecheck and put their 
defensemen under pressure is a lot of it and where a good portion of our 
hits come from. But also, when you’ve got (offensive) zone time and you 
want to get the puck back from a shot from the point or something, that 
usually involves a bump or two also.” 

To be clear, hits and a lot of other stats that the NHL tabulates have an 
inexact science. A hit, a shot attempt or a turnover to those counting 
those figures in Pittsburgh could be something entirely different to the 
scorekeepers in Philadelphia or Tampa or Vancouver. So any and all 
statistics the league offers should be examined with a fair dose of 
skepticism. 

But for the time being, the Penguins are the hit kings of the NHL. 

And chances are, you might not be the only one caught off guard by that. 

“I’m a little surprised that we’re up there,” said Penguins forward Kasperi 
Kapanen, eighth on the team with 41 hits. “I wouldn’t have guessed that 
we are. But it’s always a positive sign. 

“That’s us finishing checks on their (defensemen) so they can’t jump by 
us and join the rush. That’s just trying to end plays in our zone, too, when 
we’re defending.” 

That commitment to stiff defense has been cited as a leading component 
to the Penguins’ recent success. 

“When we defend hard, there’s physicality that’s associated with it,” 
Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “I don’t think we’re a team that’s 
going to have these bone-crushing body checks. But there needs to be 
an element of physicality to playing solid defense. You’ve got to get into 
people. You’ve got to separate people from the puck. That’s an important 
aspect of it.” 

And for the Penguins, a vital aspect of possessing the puck is physicality. 

“For me, I’m a guy that usually gets a few more (hits) because I’m a lot of 
the time the first one on the forecheck,” said Penguins’ second-liner 
Jason Zucker, third on the squad with 74 hits. “Then hopefully, (linemates 
Bryan Rust or Evgeni Malkin) are coming in to create the turnover and 
actually get possession. I won’t get immediate possession, but I’ll end up 
with secondary possession because of it.” 

Is there such a thing as too many hits? In other words, if you register an 
abundance of hits, does that signal an imbalance of puck possession? 

“It always depends on the game,” Kapanen said. “I don’t necessarily think 
it’s a bad thing. But I think if there are too many hits on our team in 
general, that might be that we’ve been running around a little bit too 
much and not playing as smart. But I don’t think there’s ‘too much.’ 
There’s a good medium. I think we’ve been doing that this year.” 

If nothing else, they’ve certainly been doing it during this 14-game surge. 

“Being able to play with speed and play with physicality comes with a lot 
of puck possession and (offensive) zone time, too,” Archibald said. 
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“That’s been part of my game for so long that I don’t take too much 
interest in (hit stats). But I definitely love to do it.” 
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Jeff Petry heads to long-term injured reserve, Penguins promote Mark 
Friedman, Drew O’Connor 

 

Andrew Destin 

2-3 minutes 12/13/2022 

 

Defenseman Jeff Petry will have to wait until 2023 to return to the ice for 
the Penguins. 

On Tuesday night, the team announced it had moved the blueliner to the 
long-term injured reserve, retroactive to Dec. 11. Petry will be eligible to 
return in 10 games when Pittsburgh travels to Phoenix to face the 
Arizona Coyotes Jan. 8. 

Petry did not play in the Penguins’ 2-1 victory against the Dallas Stars on 
Monday night. He suffered an upper-body injury late in Pittsburgh’s 3-1 
win against the Buffalo Sabres, though he told reporters after the game 
that he was fine. 

Without Petry against the Stars, coach Mike Sullivan paired Kris Letang 
back with Marcus Pettersson on his top unit. The Penguins’ remaining 
defensive pairings were Brian Dumoulin and Jan Rutta, as well as Pierre-
Olivier Joseph and Chad Ruhwedel. 

In response to Petry being moved to the long-term injured reserve, 
Pittsburgh has recalled defenseman Mark Friedman from its AHL affiliate, 
the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins. The team also brought back 
forward Drew O’Connor. 

A versatile defenseman, Friedman has played in parts of each of 
Pittsburgh’s last two seasons since being claimed off waivers from the 
Philadelphia Flyers in Feb. of 2021. Friedman has yet to play with the 
Penguins this season. 

The 24-year-old O’Connor has played in three games for the Penguins 
this season and 35 in total across three campaigns. A speedy forward, 
O’Connor has yet to craft a regular role on one of the Penguins’ NHL 
roster. 

Petry is in his first season with the Penguins after joining forward Ryan 
Poehling in an offseason trade with the Montreal Canadiens. In 28 
games this season, Petry has three goals and nine assists. The 35-year-
old defenseman had been coming into his own on the offensive side of 
the ice prior to his injury, recording points in four of the team’s last eight 
games. 
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6 stats that explain Penguins' sudden surge up the NHL standings 

 

Matt Vensel 

6-8 minutes 12/13/2022 

 

Remember a few weeks ago when some folks around here argued the 
Penguins were too slow, too stale and too stubborn to compete for the 
Stanley Cup? 

The NHL’s oldest team has quieted that chatter for now by reeling off win 
after win after win. Monday’s 2-1 victory against Dallas made it a season-
high sixth in a row for Mike Sullivan’s squad. The Penguins are 13-2-2 in 
their last 17 games. 

Now, the critiques made when they sleepwalked to seven straight losses 
could ring loud and clear when the NHL playoffs begin in April. But this 
torrid stretch has the Penguins again positioned among the NHL’s top 
regular season teams. They have surged from seventh in the 
Metropolitan division up to second place. 

So how the heck did the Penguins go from being the league’s coldest 
team to the hottest? Here are six statistics that help tell the story of this 
sudden surge. 

1. Cutting down on quality chances 

A few weeks ago, when the Penguins had difficulty gaining traction, 
Sullivan said the key to the consistent results would be commitment to 
goal prevention. 

The Penguins after their Nov. 5 loss to the Seattle Kraken were 4-6-2 
and ranked 26th out of 32 teams in goals against. Their goaltending was 
poor, something we will discuss shortly. But brutal giveaways led to a 
bunch of odd-man rushes, plus the Penguins struggled defending their 
net front inside the zone. 

Gradually, the Penguins tightened up their team game, allowing them to 
eke out low-event wins against tough teams such as Dallas, Calgary and 
Winnipeg. This shows up in the quality chances against stat from the 
folks at Sportlogiq. 

In their first dozen games, the Penguins bled 16.8 quality chances 
against per game. The last 17, they averaged just 10.1, one of the 
league’s lowest rates. They are giving up just 2.35 goals per game since 
Nov. 6, fourth in the NHL. 

2. Tristan Jarry got his groove back 

By both traditional goaltending numbers and advanced statistics, Jarry 
was one of the NHL’s worst goalies in the season’s first month. His 
backup, Casey DeSmith, didn’t fare much better. Both guys have gotten 
their games in order. 

Let’s drill down on Jarry, the No. 1 netminder. After stopping 26 of 27 
shots against the Stars on Monday, he is 9-0-1 in his last 10 starts with a 
.941 save percentage. This stretch has allowed him to steadily climb the 
league leaderboards. 

Obviously, the play of Jarry’s teammates has had a lot to do with that. 
But he has been bailing the Penguins out more frequently when they do 
break down. 

Jarry’s .855 save percentage on high-danger scoring chances since Nov. 
17 ranks 22nd out of 44 goalies who have played at least 180 minutes 
over that span, per Natural Stat Trick. Clearly, there is still room for 
improvement. But it is much better than the .761 high-danger save 
percentage he posted prior to that. 

3. Spectacular play on special teams 

The Penguins have the NHL’s top penalty kill since Teddy Blueger 
returned from injury on Nov. 15 — and it isn’t really close. They have 
killed 92.1% of their penalties over that stretch. The Toronto Maple Leafs 
are a distant second at 84.6. 

Getting Blueger back was a big deal, no doubt. But there have been 
several other factors in the PK’s turnaround. 

And don’t look now, but their power play is clicking at 20.4% on the 
season. 
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That unit was a major problem for much of the season, with the Penguins 
too often giving up more quality short-handed chances than what they 
generated. But their stars are starting to find a rhythm, with a power play 
goal in six straight. 

4. Dominant play from their top six 

Given their roster construction, with 44.2% of their salary cap space 
spent on their top six forwards and not a whole lot left to build out their 
bottom six, the Penguins absolutely need strong play and production 
from their two scoring lines. 

So far, so good, even with Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin both over 
35. 

Entering Tuesday, Crosby led the NHL in even-strength scoring and was 
on pace for one of the greatest seasons ever by a player in the back half 
of his 30s. 

Malkin, meanwhile, is averaging a point per game after he buried the 
winning goal with 35 seconds left in Monday’s win over the Stars at PPG 
Paints Arena. 

Now take a look at their advanced stats for more evidence of their 
dominant play to date. Per MoneyPuck, there were 60 forward trios who 
played more than 120 minutes at 5-on-5 entering Tuesday. The Penguins 
had two of the top 21. 

It might surprise you that the line of Jason Zucker, Malkin and Bryan Rust 
ranked second in the NHL in expected goals percentage at 67.7. But 
Sullivan raved about their two-way play Monday night. The current 
Crosby line sits at 57.3%. 

5. Knock on wood as you read this 

Even with a bunch of 30-somethings on the NHL’s oldest roster, the 
Penguins have been one of the league’s healthiest teams so far. Luck is 
likely a factor, but stick taps are deserved for Teena Murray, whom 
Pittsburgh lured away from the NBA this summer to be its senior vice 
president of integrated performance. 

The Penguins have the fourth-lowest number of man games lost to injury 
or other health issues this season, per Man-Games Lost, with a total of 
just 35. Kris Letang accounted for five of them before returning from his 
stroke last weekend. Jeff Petry was the only injured player sitting out 
Monday’s win against the Stars. 

We’ll see how they hold up over the long season, but health has been 
huge. 

6. Don’t forget to end on a high note 

There were many flummoxing developments during the seven-game 
losing streak that ended Nov. 9, but the most inexplicable one was how 
badly the Penguins were outplayed in the third period of those games as 
they got outscored 14-2. 

Offensively, they squeezed their sticks during crunch time. Some of their 
smartest players made glaring miscues. Jarry couldn’t give them the 
timely save. 

They have turned this trend around during their 13-2-2 run, outscoring 
opponents by a 23-13 margin in the third. In three of their games during 
their current six-game winning streak, they trailed or were tied up 
heading into the final frame. 

That’s one period where the Penguins aren’t looking slow, stale or 
stubborn. 
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Petry on Long-Term Injured List; Friedman, O’Connor Recalled 

 

Published 10 hours ago on December 13, 2022 

By Dave Molinari  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins won’t have defenseman Jeff Petry for a while. 

He has been placed on the Long-Term Injured list, retroactive to Sunday, 
and must be out for at least 10 games and 24 days. 

The Penguins have not specified Petry’s injury, but he appeared to injure 
his left arm/wrist/hand late in the Penguins’ 3-1 victory against Buffalo 
Saturday at PPG Paints Arena. 

Petry, obviously in severe pain, dropped his stick and skated to the 
bench, then went directly to the locker room. 

Although it appeared that he was badly hurt, Petry assured reporters 
after the game that he was fine. 

Turns out, he wasn’t. 

Petry, acquired from Montreal during the offseason, has three goals and 
nine assists in 28 games and has gotten extensive work on the No. 2 
power-play unit. 

The Penguins have recalled defenseman Mark Friedman and forward 
Drew O’Connor from their farm team in Wilkes-Barre. 

Friedman has one goal and four assists in 19 games this season with 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, and put up one goal and four assists in 26 NHL 
appearances in 2021-22. 

O’Connor played in three games with the Pittsburgh Penguins this 
season, and leads Wilkes-Barre/Scranton in scoring with eight goals and 
14 assists in 20 games. Those totals include three goals and six assists 
in the past two games. 
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Penguins One-Timers: Malkin vs. Trocheck, a Blue Line Problem 

 

Published 13 hours ago on December 13, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

There exists a dichotomy of reality and perception amongst the 
Pittsburgh Penguins fanbase that is unique to this season, and perhaps 
this fanbase. While fans in most cities overhype, overestimate or 
generally think too highly of their team, the Penguins seem to be playing 
before a 90% full house that is otherwise disappointed the GM didn’t go 
nuclear. 

It’s quite unique. 

One broadcast colleague noted the seven-game winless streak was a 
month ago, yet it seems to be referenced more than going 13-2-2 in the 
last 17. 

Honest question: have four playoff losses permanently soured everyone? 

Pittsburgh Penguins One-Timers: 

#1: From Commentor Wesman33 on Monday morning: 
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“Since the Penguins are on a roll and Crosby is on fire, let’s stir things up 
a bit. Remember when it was craziness to re-sign Geno and Vincent 
Trocheck was going to be the savior and much better option? … It seems 
(Trocheck) has been dropped down to a third-line center who has 18 
points (only eight of those 5v5) and is a minus-9. I thought Geno would 
be terrible 5v5 and only get PP points. I know it seems like a month since 
he scored a goal, but my bet is he gets one tonight. Looks like Hexy 
maybe made the right choice, at least short term for sure.” 

Response: Well, Wessman33, can I have the lottery numbers? 

You were spot on. Evgeni Malkin not only scored on Monday night, but 
he brought the house down with the dramatic game-winner. Further, the 
sequence that led to the goal was an example of how hard Malkin and 
linemates Bryan Rust and Jason Zucker were defending. 

Coach Mike Sullivan also praised Malkin for a backcheck in the middle of 
the third period that nullified a Dallas rush. 

Let’s be honest, on the average Monday night game in mid-December 
against a Western Conference opponent, in the final minute, Malkin is not 
the center you want in the defensive zone. Yet, he flexed that d-zone 
prowess he saves for big games and won it. 

From a fan and media perspective, the game was a bit of a snoozer, but 
Malkin’s line was the exception. 

Trocheck scored on Monday night, too, but your point is well taken. 
When I ran the numbers last summer, before Malkin signed, Trocheck 
should have been a slight improvement to the Penguins though it was 
close. When Malkin signed a 35+ contract with a higher AAV than 
Trocheck got with New York, yes, even my eyebrow raised. 

Trocheck has 20 points (10-10-20) in 30 games. He’s centering the third 
line with Chris Krieder and Jimmy Vesey. 

In 29 games, Malkin has 29 points (9-20-29). 

Malkin is having a comeback year. His knees look good. His line looks 
good, and he’s doing things that, respectfully, Trockeck cannot. In this 
moment, the difference is stark. 

#2: From Commentor Joseph Iwasevic 

“The salary cap is a joke compared to other sports. NHL players deserve 
more.” 

Response: Allow me to put on my economics and business owner hats. 
The NHL players get 50% of the revenues. Things like the escrow 
account and unpredictable revenues sometimes delay that balance, but 
eventually, half the beans go to each side. 

That’s on par with other capped sports, and it actually might be 5% more 
than baseball players get. Some estimates put MLB player revenues at 
45%. 

But the NHL could make MORE money. 

Unfortunately, the NHL’s thinking and business plan are flawed because 
it is based on traditional sports thinking that doesn’t fit the current new 
world. More product = More revenue, right? 

Not always. 

When supply outpaces demand, returns go DOWN. 

The NHL could INCREASE its revenues by playing fewer games, with a 
heavier emphasis on divisional games. 

Don’t believe me? The TV ratings for the 2020-21 season, with only 56 
games, were 20-30% HIGHER than 2021-22. 

I believe the NHL could make more money with about six, maybe 10, 
fewer games. Since about half the league loses money on regular 
season home games, playing less would limit losses, eh? 

For hockey fans, the novelty of seeing Connor McDavid every year is 
superseded by good rivalries and hate. Seeing McDavid every other year 
is just fine, and may add some luster to the visit. Not even Pittsburgh sold 
out for McDavid and the Oilers this season. 

And every Saturday night should be a division battle. 

But the NHL salary cap is probably the most necessary and simple to 
follow in sports. The revenue disparity between the Toronto Maple Leafs 
and Arizona Coyotes is proportionally equal to that of the Yankees and 
Pirates, yet there are more teams in the NHL closer to Arizona than 
Toronto. 

Unlike baseball, hockey isn’t popular enough in the U.S. to sustain that 
many teams without a chance. 

#3 The Pittsburgh Penguins’ blue line needs more speed 

There are a couple of glaring weaknesses in the Penguins’ lineup that 
will likely cause them trouble in the second half of the season. One of 
them is the speed on the blue line. 

After a terrible start, Brian Dumoulin rebounded but has looked achingly 
slow again playing beside Jan Rutta. They were blitzed by the Buffalo 
Sabres, who specifically attacked them at every chance. Buffalo’s game 
plan clearly circled Dumoulin-Rutta as an attack point, and the Buffalo 
forwards seemed to be more aggressive when they were defending or 
had the puck. 

Kris Letang and P.O Joseph stand well above the rest of the defense. 

That’s not to downgrade Jeff Petry or Marcus Pettersson. But it is a 
knock on the unit as a whole that skating is not a strong suit (Pettersson 
has been especially good this season. Petry is clearly talented). 

One wonders how the unit will fare on the road against New Jersey, New 
York, and Carolina. 

And before you ask, no, Ty Smith isn’t the answer yet. We received a 
good report on him — he’s genuinely focusing on his defensive zone 
coverage, which in the preseason was messy and unreliable. However, 
our report from the inside also indicated he was leaving some meat on 
the table offensively to focus on defense. 

He’s still putting it all together. 

There’s a big difference between learning on the job in the AHL and 
facing the New Jersey Devils speed rush with an NHL game at stake. 
That’s not to say he won’t be the answer soon, but it is to say he’s not the 
answer now. 
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Penguins Emerging: Whatever Game You Want to Play, They Can Beat 
You 

 

Published 19 hours ago on December 13, 2022 

By Dave Molinari  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins won a playoff game Monday night. 

In December. 

Against an opponent they’ve never faced in the postseason. (Not in its 
current iteration, anyway.) 
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But make no mistake, the Penguins and Dallas offered up 60 minutes of 
playoff hockey in what became a 2-1 Penguins victory at PPG Paints 
Arena. 

OK, so actually it wasn’t part of a best-of-seven series and the result will 
be recorded only in the regular-season standings, but that was a game 
worthy of any Stanley Cup matchup. 

And while taking two points from a quality opponent — especially in such 
a dramatic way, on an Evgeni Malkin goal in the final minute of regulation 
— had to be satisfying, the most gratifying aspect might have been how 
the Penguins did it. 

The way they played a game for which the Stars — a bigger, heavier club 
— are built, and did no worse than hold their own for most of the evening. 

“Those are the type of games that you want to be able to win,” Tristan 
Jarry said. “That puts you in a good situation, knowing that you can come 
out on top in those games. It does nothing but help you, in the long run.” 

Games that are wide-open, with lots of skating room and high-quality 
scoring chances, once were known as Firewagon Hockey. What the 
Penguins and Stars did was more like station wagon hockey. 

Every square foot of ice was contested, treated as if it were more 
valuable than real estate in midtown Manhattan. The teams combined for 
more hits (68) than shots (53), and high-quality scoring chances were as 
rare as zebra-striped unicorns; NaturalStatTrick.com credited each team 
with just five. 

“Without a doubt, there was more of a playoff feel, in the sense that you 
had to fight for every inch,” Mike Sullivan said. “Both teams, I thought, 
defended really hard. We were trying to make it as hard on them as they 
were making it on us.” 

It worked. 

And when those rare opportunities to manufacture a goal did develop, 
Jarry and his Dallas counterpart, Jake Oettinger, almost invariably found 
a way to defuse it. 

Everything about this game, except for the calendar, said this was playoff 
hockey. 

And the Penguins proved again they are comfortable playing it. And, 
more importantly, that they can do it well. 

Fact is, they have shown in recent weeks that they can adapt to whatever 
style of game an opponent tries to play, and routinely do it better. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ six-game winning streak and 10-1-1 record in 
their past 12 games make that point rather emphatically. 

They’ve scored four or more goals in seven of those games, and allowed 
one or fewer in six. 

Try to trade goals with the Penguins, and you’re going to have to outdo 
the likes of Sidney Crosby, Jake Guentzel, Rickard Rakell, Bryan Rust, 
Jason Zucker and Malkin, among others. Good luck with that. 

And if the opponent focuses on trying to get a score that makes World 
Cup soccer seems offense-crazed, the Penguins have shown they can 
match it, even if that style is not encoded in the franchise’s DNA. 

They occasionally have lapses in the structure and discipline needed to 
play that way effectively, but picking up 28 of 34 possible points since 
pulling out of a 0-6-1 plunge through the standings proves that it hasn’t 
been happening very often. 

Mind you, the Pittsburgh Penguins aren’t likely to continue surging up the 
standings the way they have for the past month. There are too many 
good teams, too much parity, in today’s NHL to sustain the kind of run 
they’ve been on lately indefinitely. 

It’s pretty much a given that there will be a few more losing streaks in 
their future, too. Stretches of games when they are done in by fatigue or 
individual slumps or simply clubs that outplay them. It happens. 

But the whole point of the regular season is to qualify for the Stanley Cup 
playoffs, and the Penguins have demonstrated over the past month that 
they are worthy of getting there for the 17th spring in a row. 

And that they’re fully capable of playing the kind of game that could allow 
them to stick around for more than one round, for a change. 
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Dan’s Daily: More Canucks on Trade Block, Malkin-Mania Runs Wild 

 

Published 22 hours ago on December 13, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

I must confess the Hockey Now crew produced some fantastic content. I 
spent a couple of hours reading everything this morning and did so as a 
fan. So, here we go — It seems like rats off a sinking ship as another big-
name Canucks player is headed for the NHL trade block or free agency. 
A loophole could allow the Montreal Canadiens to win both draft lotteries 
this summer. There are positives to the Flyers losing, Capitals goalie 
Charlie Lindgren gives a chill-inducing quote, and Evgeni Malkin 
propelled the Pittsburgh Penguins to their sixth-straight win. 

Maybe I’m becoming a sap for the holidays? I also loved Malkin’s game 
against the Stars. He was dangerous on every shift without ever giving 
up the high ground. In a game that probably bored some of you to tears 
(trust me, I, too, was getting annoyed with the patience of both teams), 
Malkin’s performance was the one thing that provided the excitement. 

Pittsburgh Penguins / Steelers, Pirates: 

Who else provides this much postgame coverage the night of the game?! 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: The Penguins win 2-1 with a minute goal to beat 
the Dallas Stars. The terminally fun read — Dave Molinari’s Penguins 
recap. 

Go inside the Penguins’ room with Evgeni Malkin, P.O Joseph, and 
Tristan Jarry. I asked Malkin about that last shift. It was aggressive, not 
just to run out the clock. He gave a very good answer. Penguins locker 
room. 

PHN+: The report card. Let your hockey geek run wild with this one. It 
was a playoff-style win. Not everyone played well, but the game had a 
larger significance. We detailed the bigger picture and dished Pittsburgh 
Penguins player grades. 

Our YouTube channel’s five-minute PHN Penguins postgame. 

Dallas Hockey Now: From the flip side, plenty of disappointment. Get the 
Dallas Stars postgame. 

Steelers Now: 

‘Tis the season? Rudolph, with your nose so bright, won’t you guide the 
sleigh tonight? Will Mason Rudolph be the Steelers QB on Sunday? 

Alan Saunders writes there is one BIG thing missing from the Steelers 
run defense. 

How about this for symmetry — Could the Steelers draft Joey Porter Jr.? 

***Pittsburgh Baseball Now: John Perrotto didn’t choke up on this one. 
He swung away. The New York Mets’ luxury tax payment will EXCEED 
the Pirates’ payroll. Are the rich paying the Pittsburgh Pirates to be 
cheap? 
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Baseball is just broken. Profiteering owners pillage the wallets of 
fanbases without remorse or return. The Superwealthy are making it a 
playground. Big city teams with silly levels of TV money are throwing it 
around like a drunk at the bar who is buying shots for everyone. And you 
think Gery Bettman is a bad commissioner? Manfred is the worst by 
miles. Someone please hand him a fiddle to play while baseball burns. 
Read the article by JP. 

NHL Trade Chatter, News & National Hockey Now: 

TSN Video: Yet another Vancouver Canucks player rejects a contract 
and is likely headed to the NHL trade block. Bo Horvat is the next 
contestant on the price is wrong. 

Washington Hockey Now: Goalie Charlie Lindgren has had to fight his 
way to the NHL and fight to stay there. Our Sammi Silber had a chat, and 
the quote he read to her resonates loudly with me. Washington Capitals 
feature. 

Montreal: The NHL has two lotteries — One for each of the top two picks. 
Through shrewd dealings and good luck, the Montreal Canadiens could 
win BOTH lotteries. 

Calgary: Good news for Chris Tanev. He suffered a scary injury over the 
weekend but was able to fly home with the team. Here’s the full story for 
the Calgary Flames. 

Colorado: Evan Rodrigues is on the mend and skating again. The latest 
on the former Penguins, now Colorado Avalanche Swiss Army Knife. 

Boston Hockey Now: The Pittsburgh Penguins will face the Bruins at the 
Winter Classic in a couple of weeks. On Sunday, the Bruins took care of 
family business by beating the Vegas Golden Knights. I love the 
Corleone reference from Joe Haggerty — here’s the story as the Boston 
Bruins beat Bruce Cassidy. 

And lastly… 

Philly Hockey Now: I know you enjoy it, but there are five other good 
things about the Philadelphia Flyers losing? 

 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now LOADED: 12.14.2022 

1207602 Websites 

 

NHL Future Power Rankings: Projecting the 2025-26 standings 

 

James Mirtle, Dom Luszczyszyn, Corey Pronman, Michael Russo, 
Shayna Goldman, Mark Lazerus, Harman Dayal, Thomas Drance 

 

Welcome to this year’s edition of the NHL Future Rankings, where we 
attempt to predict how the NHL standings will look in three years’ time. 
This is done by evaluating a team’s current and future players, the 
market and the people who own and run the team. 

Panelists from The Athletic were assigned to different categories. Voters 
were asked to rate each team on a scale of 1-10 with a view to how this 
area could impact the team winning games in the 2025-26 season. The 
following weighting system was used to create an overall score: 

Current NHL roster (40 percent): Voted by Dom Luszczyszyn 

U23 talent as of Sept. 15, 2022 (22.5 percent): Voted by Corey Pronman 

Ownership/market (12.5 percent): Voted by Mark Lazerus and Michael 
Russo 

Coaching/management (6.25 percent): Voted by Thomas Drance and 
Shayna Goldman 

Salary cap (6.25 percent): Voted by James Mirtle and Harman Dayal 

In determining the weighting, the current roster was given the lion’s share 
because the best predictor of whether a team will be good next season is 
whether they are good right now. In discussions with NHL executives, 
they emphasized that ownership is more important than the value that 
team executives themselves bring due to how much owners can 
influence the direction of a franchise and how long they tend to be 
around. NHL sources also emphasized that while cap space is important, 
there are ways to create cap space — in other words, this shouldn’t be 
valued too highly. 

Good young players are no guarantee of future success. Buffalo has 
been near the top of my farm rankings for years, and Tampa/Boston near 
the bottom. Eventually there will be a changing of the guard though. 
Pittsburgh and Washington seem like franchises trending in the other 
direction, while New Jersey and Detroit are teams that are trending up or 
should trend up. 

And now for the rankings: 

1. New Jersey Devils 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

8 

Roster 

9 

Ownership and market 

5 

Management and coaching 

6.50 

Salary cap situation 

7.25 

Total 

6.98 

The Devils are the talk of the town right now and it should be no surprise 
that the voters believe they have a bright future ahead of them after a 
scorching-hot start to the season and a lot of very young core players on 
the team. That’s not even considering the fact that two of their best 
young players, Simon Nemec and Luke Hughes, aren’t on the roster yet. 
There’s potential for something special in Newark. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on New Jersey’s NHL roster: The Devils have arrived 
as one of the league’s elite teams. Jack Hughes and Nico Hischier are 
turning into one of the game’s best one-two punches and there’s terrific 
forward depth all around them. Dougie Hamilton is back to Norris Trophy 
form leading a deep blue line and Vitek Vanecek is proving to be the 
long-awaited answer in net. The Devils have big potential to be a league 
powerhouse for years to come. 

T-2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

7 

Roster 

9 

Ownership and market 

4.5 
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Management and coaching 

8.5 

Salary cap situation 

8 

Total 

6.97 

The panelists are big believers in what the Hurricanes are doing. They 
are currently one of the best teams in the league, with good young 
players such as Andrei Svechnikov and Seth Jarvis forming the 
foundation of the current roster. They do have a solid farm system as 
well, and their cap space is efficiently allocated. They have put 
themselves in a position to succeed now and for a while. 

Shayna Goldman on the Hurricanes’ coaching and management: 
Management has done a really good job of building out the cap structure 
for the Hurricanes. While it’s starting to get crowded, there’s enough 
creativity in that front office to make moves that will save some cap — 
whether it’s opting not to invest in heftier deals the team can manage 
without, or finding under-the-radar options. As for the coaching, Rod 
Brind’Amour and his staff have implemented a system that works so well 
for this team. It’s more than just a system — it’s an identity. An even 
more positive sign is that the coaches are starting to let skaters like Marty 
Necas play more to their strengths within that system, so as long as the 
bench can keep evolving to adjust what’s been working, that should 
continue to be a strength. 

T-2. Colorado Avalanche 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

9.5 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

9.5 

Salary cap situation 

7 

Total 

6.97 

The reigning champions have a star-studded roster and we believe they’ll 
be in Stanley Cup contention for years to come. That’s in part due to big 
belief in the team and the surrounding infrastructure, with the panelists 
giving strong marks for management and ownership in Colorado. The 
Avs don’t have the type of young talent Carolina or New Jersey do, but 
Bowen Byram, for example, should continue to grow into a top player for 
them. 

Thomas Drance on why the Avalanche scored so high in 
coaching/management: Colorado’s embarrassment of riches extends 
beyond the ice and into the boardroom. The club has one of the best, 
most open-minded coaches in the league in Jared Bednar, a whiz 
general manager in Chris McFarland and the sage leadership of 
president of hockey operations Joe Sakic — who had the wisdom to 
move up the ladder and retain McFarland in the organization. The 
Avalanche are progressive, have clear alignment between their head 
coach and management group, their contract work is flawless, their pro 
scouting has been best-in-class repeatedly and they have stability at 

every level of hockey operations leadership. Tough decisions loom — the 
hard cap challenges all successful teams face — but they’re well 
positioned to navigate those issues in the years to come. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

9.50 

Ownership and market 

8 

Management and coaching 

6 

Salary cap situation 

6.75 

Total 

6.92 

Toronto is one of the best teams in the league currently, led by several 
star forwards who are in their prime. The three-year projection of the 
Leafs will depend strongly on extending Auston Matthews, but early signs 
point to that not being too big of an issue. 

Harman Dayal on Toronto’s cap situation: The Leafs will have a lot of cap 
flexibility to work with. Toronto only has two contracts that span through 
2025-26, thanks in part to John Tavares’ skyscraper $11 million cap hit 
coming off the books. They’ll need a large chunk of that room to keep the 
core intact because Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and William 
Nylander all require UFA deals before the 2025-26 campaign kicks off. 
Morgan Rielly will be 31 with a $7.5 million cap hit which is fine but not 
great value considering his defensive question marks. Calle Järnkrok will 
still be on the books in his age 34 season which isn’t ideal, but he only 
carries a modest $2.1 million cap hit so that won’t be difficult to navigate 
around. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

8.5 

Ownership and market 

10 

Management and coaching 

6 

Salary cap situation 

5.25 

Total 

6.58 

Vegas has an older roster, but that roster looks excellent and built to win 
for the next few years. Our panel also gave the highest marks to their 
ownership and market, indicating an ownership group that is committed 
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to winning and creating a place players want to play. How they navigate 
the salary cap is their biggest obstacle moving forward. 

Michael Russo on the Golden Knights’ high marks for ownership and 
market: Bill Foley just seems like the owner you want to play for. Ask 
anybody about him and they’ll tell you he truly cares for his players and is 
loyal to them even when his management team has proven to make 
tough decisions on the future of some guys who thought they’d be there 
forever. Heck, he even showers them with gifts, like trips to his Montana 
estate or giving them Canada Goose jackets. As Ryan Reaves said, who 
needs a Canada Goose jacket playing in Vegas? But that’s just the kind 
of guy Foley is. He gives Kelly McCrimmon, George McPhee and those 
in the genius marketing department every resource to run a first-class 
organization, and the Golden Knights continue to be successful on the 
ice and in the liveliest, arguably most fun arena and game experience in 
the NHL. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

1 

Roster 

8.5 

Ownership and market 

10 

Management and coaching 

8 

Salary cap situation 

5.25 

Total 

6.45 

Tampa Bay has a roster full of NHL stars and a farm system that is quite 
barren after years of going for it. While Tampa’s depth continues to be 
chipped away every offseason, the panel has a lot of confidence in who 
is running this team to keep them competitive for the long term. 

Mark Lazerus on why the Lightning’s ownership gets a 10: Where this 
exercise gets tricky is for teams such as the Panthers (a deep-pocketed, 
fully invested owner in a very difficult market populated by ex-New 
Yorkers with pre-existing allegiances) or the Blackhawks (a terrific market 
with a deep-pocketed, fully invested and, as of February, rather toxic 
owner) or the Senators (in three years, Ryan Reynolds might be the 
incredibly handsome face of the team with a new arena is being built in 
downtown Ottawa, or it might just be more of the same). But Tampa is as 
safe a bet as there is. Jeff Vinik has become the gold standard of 
ownership, Florida’s player-friendly tax laws aren’t changing anytime 
soon, and climate change won’t fully submerge the state of Florida for at 
least a couple of decades. Giving Tampa a 10 is as easy a call as there 
is on this list. 

7. Boston Bruins 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

1 

Roster 

9.5 

Ownership and market 

7 

Management and coaching 

3.5 

Salary cap situation 

6.75 

Total 

6.39 

The Bruins are currently one of the best teams in the league. The future 
is less clear due to the age of some of their best players, the uncertainty 
around whether they’ll retain David Pastrnak, and their thin farm system. 
Boston finds a way to keep winning year after year though, so it wouldn’t 
be much of a surprise to see them atop the standings in three seasons. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on Boston’s NHL roster: Age is always a concern for 
the Bruins, but that doesn’t take away from what their current roster is: 
the league’s best. There’s star power at every position supplemented by 
immense depth that this team has been searching for for years. Right 
now, this is as close as you can get to a perfect team. 

8. Florida Panthers 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

2 

Roster 

9 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

5 

Salary cap situation 

6.25 

Total 

6.27 

The Panthers have a very talented roster and are one of the better teams 
in their conference right now. The trade for Matthew Tkachuk gives them 
breathing room to be good for the future as well. Their biggest challenge 
is how all-in they’ve gone with their future assets, including moving a ton 
of premium futures for last year’s playoff run that ended in the second 
round. 

Corey Pronman on the Panthers’ under-23 talent: The Panthers have 
traded a ton of future assets in the last two years in an attempt to win, 
including a massive spending spree at the 2022 trade deadline for 
rentals. The result is a farm system that is barren currently and will be for 
many years to come. Their top prospects are Mackie Samoskevich and 
Grigori Denisenko, with the latter’s stock continuing to trend down. They 
need Anton Lundell and Spencer Knight to be impactful young players 
because there are no reinforcements coming. 

9. New York Rangers 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

5 

Roster 

7.5 

Ownership and market 
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9 

Management and coaching 

6.5 

Salary cap situation 

4.5 

Total 

6.19 

The Rangers are off to a bit of a slow start, but they have a talented 
roster, with good young players on the club and coming up from the 
pipeline even if the shine has faded from a couple of their top young 
guys. One thing the Rangers can always lean on is how desirable it is to 
play on their team and how they are a top target for players. 

Michael Russo on the Rangers’ ownership and market: James Dolan is a 
big deal. Just ask him. Fair to say there’s not another NHL owner who 
would commandeer a fan and staff elevator in a rival arena with his 
expansive entourage, which included Henrik Lundqvist and Glen Sather, 
during the Eastern Conference Final. You can bet your bottom dollar Jeff 
Vinik didn’t do that at Madison Square Garden, but Dolan had no 
problem making the Julien BriseBoises and Stacy Roests wait for him 
nightly so he could elevator up his suite. Yet, that’s just trivial stuff. Dolan 
has deep pockets, owns an NHL team in the city that never sleeps, a 
team that plays inside the world’s most famous arena — and who 
wouldn’t want to play for an Original Six franchise owner who spends to 
the cap, lets his management make bold decisions, and gives his players 
and staff all the perks of a big market team. 

10. Dallas Stars 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster (23 and older) 

8 

Ownership and market 

6 

Management and coaching 

5.5 

Salary cap situation 

6.25 

Total 

5.86 

The Stars have a lot of things going for them. They’re very good right 
now and have some good young building blocks in players like Miro 
Heiskanen, Jason Robertson, Roope Hintz and Wyatt Johnston among 
others. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on the Stars’ NHL roster: The arrival of Jason 
Robertson as a legitimate MVP candidate has propelled the Stars into 
the league’s upper echelon. They have one of the league’s best lines, a 
strong up-and-coming goalie in Jake Oettinger, plus one of the league’s 
best defensemen in Miro Heiskanen. If there’s a concern here it’s the 
team’s depth. Renaissance seasons from Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin 
have helped, as has the addition of Mason Marchment — but the team 
isn’t as strong around the edges right now as the clubs rated above 
them. 

11. Minnesota Wild 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

6 

Roster 

7 

Ownership and market 

7 

Management and coaching 

5 

Salary cap situation 

6.25 

Total 

5.83 

While the Wild haven’t been off to the start they expected, this is a good 
team led by star winger Kirill Kaprizov and a solid supporting cast. They 
also have several good players on the way from the farm. It’s debatable 
whether there’s enough talent here to build a true Stanley Cup 
contender, but it’s close. 

Harman Dayal on Minnesota’s cap situation: The Wild’s financial situation 
improves tremendously in the 2025-26 campaign as the dead cap 
penalties for Zach Parise and Ryan Suter’s buyouts will fall from $14.7 
million to $1.66 million. It’s also the final year where Minnesota will 
control Kirill Kaprizov at a team-friendly $9-million cap hit before he’s 
UFA eligible, so there’s extra incentive to take advantage. One concern 
is that the Wild will have significant money tied up to aging defensemen 
— Jared Spurgeon will be 36 carrying a $7.575 million cap hit and Jonas 
Brodin will be 32 with a $6 million cap hit. 

12. Calgary Flames 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

2 

Roster 

8 

Ownership and market 

5.5 

Management and coaching 

5.5 

Salary cap situation 

3.75 

Total 

5.52 

The Flames may not be off to a roaring start, but you can’t deny that they 
have a talented, deep roster that should eventually lead to wins. The 
question will be how long the winning can be sustained due to the age of 
the core players, the significant cap commitments, and the lack of top-tier 
prospects on the way. 

Harman Dayal on Calgary’s cap situation: The Flames have a lot of 
expensive veteran contracts that will likely start turning sour. Nazem 
Kadri will be 35 with a $7 million cap hit, Jonathan Huberdeau will be 32 
with a mammoth $10.5 million cap hit, Jacob Markstrom will be 35 with a 
$6 million cap hit and Blake Coleman will be 34 making $4.9 million. 
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Couple that with Calgary likely not having a lot of high-end young talent 
on cheap contracts and it’s going to be tough for them to navigate the 
cap. 

13. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

1 

Roster 

7.5 

Ownership and market 

7 

Management and coaching 

2.5 

Salary cap situation 

4.75 

Total 

5.20 

The Penguins being a bubble playoff team three years from now seems 
more likely, especially since they look like a team who will have to fight to 
make the playoffs this season. Their stars are still excellent, but 
eventually time will catch them, be it from their top players falling off or 
the lack of draft picks over a long period of time. 

Corey Pronman on Pittsburgh’s under-23 talent: The Penguins have 
traded a lot of picks and prospects over the last decade in an attempt to 
win. They kept their most recent first, which became Owen Pickering, 
who is a good player, but it’s a long way back for this system to be even 
decent. 

14. Edmonton Oilers 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

7 

Ownership and market 

5.5 

Management and coaching 

2.5 

Salary cap situation 

5.75 

Total 

5.08 

The Oilers being at 14 surprised me a little given they still have Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, but their roster didn’t get a very high grade 
due to the lack of a strong supporting cast around their stars. Also, 
frankly, that’s right around where they are in the league as it stands now. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on Edmonton’s NHL roster: It’s disappointing that 
we’re in Year 8 of the Connor McDavid era and this team’s current roster 
is rated at “good” but not “great.” Last year’s run to the conference final 
offered optimism, but the team — aside from McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 

— has taken a collective step back since. There’s time to turn things 
around and this team should be better, but right now there are too many 
questions marks to call this team a contender. Goaltending and team 
defense remain the biggest issues. 

T-15. Detroit Red Wings 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

8 

Roster 

4 

Ownership and market 

8 

Management and coaching 

8.5 

Salary cap situation 

7.25 

Total 

4.98 

The Red Wings are a team with a lot of strong young players in their 
organization, led by Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond, with the likes of 
Simon Edvinsson and Marco Kasper on the way. I think you can have 
reasonable debates about whether there’s enough talent in the system to 
be a contender, but I do think Detroit should compete for the playoffs 
consistently over the next few years. 

Thomas Drance on Detroit’s coaching and management: Between his 
work with Hockey Canada at the Olympics and his work in Tampa Bay, 
Steve Yzerman is in the running for the most successful hockey 
operations executive of the past 15 years. Even if you might quibble with 
some of their moves this past summer, the team has improved and 
successfully taken the big step forward they were aiming for. There’s a 
clear plan in Detroit and Yzerman has executed it with discipline to this 
point. Derek Lalonde is still relatively unproven as an NHL head coach 
but his early work shows exceptional promise. 

T-15. Winnipeg Jets 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

6.5 

Ownership and market 

5.5 

Management and coaching 

3 

Salary cap situation 

7.75 

Total 

4.98 

The Jets have been off to a great start this season, but their roster and 
overall grades look more like their situation of the last few years, which is 
not a top-tier club but not a bottom-out one either. Whether this group 
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has another deep playoff run left in them or are destined to be on the 
playoff bubble will be interesting to watch. 

Harman Dayal on Winnipeg’s cap situation: The Jets currently project to 
have some of the most cap flexibility of any team by 2025-26. Winnipeg 
has just over $16 million committed to three players, which includes Kyle 
Connor, Josh Morrissey — who’s rebounded well during the last season 
and a half — and Adam Lowry’s modest $3.25 million cap hit. There are 
no contracts to be worried about by 2025-26, which should put them in a 
unique position to add talent. 

17. Seattle Kraken 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

5.5 

Ownership and market 

8 

Management and coaching 

6 

Salary cap situation 

5.25 

Total 

4.83 

The Kraken have been off to a strong start this year, but the voters aren’t 
yet ready to stamp them as a consistent playoff contender, especially 
given their suspect situation in goal and high team PDO. There’s 
probably more building left to do in Seattle. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on the Kraken’s NHL roster: Seattle has had a 
surprisingly strong start to the season that has seen the team rocket up 
the standings. The underlying numbers are good with the team’s depth 
being its biggest strength. But even with the emergence of Matty Beniers, 
the team still lacks the high-end talent to be taken really seriously at the 
moment. That may change if the Kraken keep this up, but for now the 
best course of action is cautious optimism. 

18. Los Angeles Kings 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

5 

Roster 

5 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

7 

Salary cap situation 

5.75 

Total 

4.73 

The Kings have been a team trending up and we believe they will remain 
a playoff-caliber squad for the next few years. They have a strong group 
of current players, good young talent coming on the way, and a strong 
infrastructure around the franchise. 

Shayna Goldman on the Kings’ coaching and management: The Kings’ 
management staff has built a strong prospect pool that should lead to 
sustainable playoff window in Los Angeles. There’s been recognition on 
how to balance major contracts with entry-level deals, as well as how to 
use free agency and trades to complement the core they’ve assembled. 
That bodes for a strong future as long as a goalie plan can be worked out 
in a few years. This earns the Kings high marks here, more so than 
coaching, which could be different by then given the tenures of most 
coaches in this league. 

19. Buffalo Sabres 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

10 

Roster 

4 

Ownership and market 

5 

Management and coaching 

6.5 

Salary cap situation 

6.5 

Total 

4.69 

Projecting Buffalo’s future is tough. I think the roster can be a playoff-
caliber one. They have some excellent young talent that should only 
grow into better players with time. They do desperately need help in net 
and getting some quality veteran adds, especially at that position, will be 
important for management over the next few years. 

Corey Pronman on the Sabres’ under-23 talent: The Sabres have the 
clear best group of young talent in the NHL. They are a team right now 
that could be confused with an older college hockey team, but they are 
among the leading scoring clubs in the league. Rasmus Dahlin is an elite 
NHL player, while Dylan Cozens is emerging into a true two-way center 
star in his own right, and there’s plenty of young depth behind them. 

20. Ottawa Senators 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

7 

Roster 

4.5 

Ownership and market 

6 

Management and coaching 

4 

Salary cap situation 

6.75 

Total 
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4.55 

Ottawa is in a similar type of situation to Detroit. The roster is solid but 
not great yet, but they have some high-end young talent in the 
organization. It may take some time, but Ottawa should get into a 
consistent playoff picture especially as Tim Stützle, Brady Tkachuk and 
Jake Sanderson enter their primes. 

Corey Pronman on Ottawa’s under-23 talent: Ottawa’s young core is 
fantastic. Brady Tkachuk, Tim Stützle and Jake Sanderson are 
foundational pieces that can help turn this franchise around, and the 
depth in the system is quite solid too. There’s no guarantees with young 
players, but the talent is there to help Ottawa become a good team 
again. 

21. New York Islanders 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

2 

Roster 

5.5 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

3.5 

Salary cap situation 

4.25 

Total 

4.30 

Given how good the Islanders have looked early on this season, this 
feels a tad harsh, but it’s fair to say those on the panel are not full 
believers yet in this group — mostly due to a high team PDO, a light 
prospect pool, and a lot of big dollar commitments. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on the Islanders’ NHL roster: The Islanders have 
started the season strong, but that feels like a bit of an Ilya Sorokin-
induced mirage. He is standing on his head right now, masking a flawed 
team that struggles to control the run of play. Sorokin makes this a 
potential playoff team as one of the best goalies in the world, but there 
are too many warts otherwise to consider this team to be much better 
than that. 

T-22. Nashville Predators 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

5 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

2.5 

Salary cap situation 

3 

Total 

4.03 

The Predators feel like an organization that always finds a way to be 
somewhat competitive, so seeing them at No. 22 may raise some 
eyebrows. Their ranking here is mostly due to the middle ground they 
find themselves in: They have a solid group, but they’re paying top dollar 
for a league-average team. This led to the voters to criticize the direction 
of the team’s leadership. 

Shayna Goldman on why the Predators’ management hasn’t done 
enough to build for the future: While David Poile gets credit for his 
longevity as general manager in Nashville, his recent seasons haven’t 
impressed. The team hasn’t done nearly enough to build a sustainable 
future. Instead, when there have been opportunities to step back and 
quickly re-tool to give the team a legitimate shot in the future, they’re too 
enamored with a season-saving goalie run and end up once again in the 
dreaded middle. That’s going to weigh on this team in a few years, 
especially as their core players continue to age. 

T-22. Washington Capitals 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

2 

Roster 

4.5 

Ownership and market 

8 

Management and coaching 

4.5 

Salary cap situation 

4 

Total 

4.03 

Presumed for over a decade to be a playoff team, the Capitals are out of 
the top 16 in this exercise. The panel sees an older roster with big cap 
commitments and not a ton coming from the system and wonders how 
many more playoff runs this group can get Alex Ovechkin. 

Harman Dayal on Washington’s cap situation: It’s hard to see how the 
Capitals will still be competitive by the time the 2025-26 season rolls 
around. Most of the existing core will have aged out and Alex Ovechkin 
will be 40, so it’s fair to wonder if he’ll still be a franchise quality winger. 
John Carlson’s $8-million cap hit will be problematic by his age 35 
season, considering he’s already inconsistent defensively. Darcy 
Kuemper will also be 35 by then, making $5.25 million. Washington 
doesn’t have a ton of money committed, but the investments they have 
made will likely turn inefficient. That’s the cost every contender justifiably 
signs up for when they dish out long-term contracts to keep a Cup 
window open. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

4 

Roster 

4.5 

Ownership and market 

6 
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Management and coaching 

2 

Salary cap situation 

3.5 

Total 

3.84 

Vancouver has a decent roster on paper but it’s not an elite one. 
Combine that with the fact that the Canucks haven’t had many draft picks 
in the last five years and they have some big contracts on the books, and 
they may find it a struggle to build a winner in the next few years. 

Thomas Drance on the Canucks’ coaching and management: This grade 
seems low considering Jim Rutherford’s and Bruce Boudreau’s 
bulletproof resumes. Given the lack of organizational alignment between 
the coaching staff and management at the moment, we might as well 
have scored it “incomplete.” There’s just too much uncertainty to fully 
weight Boudreau’s impact over a five-year future term. It’s no secret that 
it would be a surprise were Boudreau to last behind Vancouver’s bench 
beyond this season. Meanwhile, Rutherford is tried and tested as a 
Stanley Cup–winning executive in this league, but the rest of 
Vancouver’s hockey operations group — including rookie general 
manager Patrik Allvin — is relatively inexperienced. And their work in one 
full  cycle in command of the Canucks organization leaves plenty to be 
desired. The Canucks could shoot up these rankings 12 months from 
now depending on how things plays out between now and the deadline, 
and who is behind their bench next season. For the moment, it’s hard to 
score them any higher than this given the churn of misfortune and drama 
that has characterized the past 12 months in Vancouver. 

25. St. Louis Blues 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

2 

Roster 

4 

Ownership and market 

7 

Management and coaching 

5.5 

Salary cap situation 

3.25 

Total 

3.67 

While the Blues haven’t had the beginning to their season they hoped for, 
but they have been better of late, and it surprised me a little to see them 
all the way down at No. 25. This reflects a belief by the panel that the 
roster isn’t elite anymore, which, combined with a light prospect pool and 
big contracts, could make it difficult to build a contender again in St. 
Louis in the near future. 

Thomas Drance on the Blues’ coaching and management: The St. Louis 
Blues are off to a slow start and have some storm clouds forming on the 
horizon, particularly with a blue-line group that seems to be getting long 
in the tooth in a hurry and has a ton of money and term committed to it 
for the foreseeable future. Nonetheless, Doug Armstrong and Craig 
Berube provide the Blues with a stellar 1-2 leadership punch. Armstrong 
and the Blues have identified pro and amateur talent efficiently with 
extraordinary consistency over the course of the past decade, and he’s 

adjusted with the times, making sharp, progressive bets this summer on 
long-term second contracts for Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas, for 
example. Berube, similarly, has evolved into one of the most innovative 
coaches in the game. The Blues shifted after their Cup win to 
systematically chase efficiency in manufacturing offense, and teams 
across the league are following suit — the sincerest form of flattery in a 
copy cat league. 

26. Montreal Canadiens 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

7 

Roster 

2 

Ownership and market 

8.5 

Management and coaching 

6.5 

Salary cap situation 

4.5 

Total 

3.63 

Montreal finished dead last in 2021-22, but there is a lot of top-end young 
talent in this organization led by Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield, and 
more recently Juraj Slafkovsky, Kirby Dach and Kaiden Guhle. There’s 
still a lot of work to do, though, for the Habs to become a legit playoff 
team and it may take a few years. 

Corey Pronman on the Canadiens’ under-23 talent: Montreal will only find 
their way back to reputable on the backs of their young players. Suzuki, 
Caufield and Slafkovsky is a good place to start, and they have several 
quality young defensemen in the organization. The Canadiens will 
probably need a few more major pieces to become a good club though. 

27. Anaheim Ducks 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

8 

Roster 

2 

Ownership and market 

5.5 

Management and coaching 

5 

Salary cap situation 

6 

Total 

3.38 

Times are tough right now for the Ducks, but their fans can take some 
comfort in knowing that their future should be brighter, led by Calder 
finalist Trevor Zegras. In the junior ranks, Pavel Mintyukov is ripping up 
the OHL. But it will likely take some time for the new management group 
to put together a winner. 
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Corey Pronman on the Ducks’ under-23 talent: The Ducks haven’t won a 
lottery yet in their attempt to rebuild, but their high picks still look 
excellent. Zegras is a star and Mason McTavish is an emerging one, 
while defensemen Jamie Drysdale and Pavel Mintyukov look like future 
top-flight players in the league. 

28. Columbus Blue Jackets 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

5 

Roster 

2 

Ownership and market 

4.5 

Management and coaching 

5.5 

Salary cap situation 

4 

Total 

2.78 

The Blue Jackets are enduring a very tough season. I think the fans can 
take some solace in the team having some very good young players on 
the roster and on the way, but they’ve heard that song before and I’m 
sure they’re tired of hearing about the future. I probably wouldn’t call their 
young player group elite yet either, just very good. 

Shayna Goldman on the Blue Jacket’s coaching and management: 
Columbus gets a lot of credit for their willingness to take big swings on 
skill, like Patrik Laine and Johnny Gaudreau. The question in a few years 
will be how this team continues to manage the salary cap around some 
of their bigger contracts. With the right drafting and development, it could 
be more entry-level deals to keep everything balanced. And with 
analytical minds in their front office like Josh Flynn, Cam Lawrence and 
Josh Weissbock, there’s reason to believe they’ll be able to spot under-
the-radar players like the next Jonathan Marchessault or Carter 
Verhaeghe to save some dollars. Coaching is going to be crucial here 
with player development in mind, and this staff hasn’t built up enough of 
a reputation to have a strong opinion yet on whether they’re up for the 
task. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

2 

Ownership and market 

7.5 

Management and coaching 

3 

Salary cap situation 

3.25 

Total 

2.70 

The Flyers are in a tough spot as a franchise, with a subpar roster and — 
outside of Cutter Gauthier — not a ton of premium young players on the 
way from the system. This could take several years to turn around but 
the Flyers being a desirable destination for free agents could help speed 
things up a bit. 

Mark Lazerus on the Flyers’ ownership and market: Philly is one of 
America’s great sports towns, with a singular fan base that never lacks 
for passion, win or lose. That will never change. After decades of having 
Ed Snider as the face of the franchise, the Flyers are now owned by 
Snider’s corporation, Comcast Spectator. Under Snider, the Flyers were 
in perpetual win-now mode. It remains to be seen whether the current 
ownership will allow the full-blown rebuild the franchise clearly needs. 
Regardless, it’s stable ownership in a great sports city. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

4 

Roster 

1 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

4 

Salary cap situation 

6.25 

Total 

2.45 

Chicago stripped down their roster to build for the future. They have 
some very good young players in the pipeline, but they need a lot more 
and the next few years are expected to be painful as they build through 
the draft. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on Chicago’s NHL roster: Terrible by design. The 
Blackhawks have a desolate and barren roster from top to bottom that 
has few if any redeeming qualities. With top players Patrick Kane and 
Seth Jones struggling to start, there is next to nothing to like about this 
group. 

31. San Jose Sharks 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

2 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

1.5 

Salary cap situation 

2.5 

Total 

2.44 
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The Sharks are navigating murky waters. Sorry, not sorry. The roster is in 
tough shape and if Erik Karlsson wasn’t having a Norris-caliber year, 
they’d be having a disaster of a season. They have some good prospects 
but I wouldn’t call their system stacked by any means, and their cap 
situation makes it tough to turn this around any time in the near term. 

Harman Dayal on San Jose’s cap situation: Despite heading in a rebuild 
direction, San Jose projects to have around $40 million in cap space tied 
up to just six players. Nearly all of that money is committed to aging 
veterans. Marc-Edouard Vlasic will be 38 and still making $7 million, Erik 
Karlsson will be 35 with an $11.5 million cap hit, Logan Couture will be 
36 with an $8 million cap hit and Tomas Hertl will be 32 carrying an 
$8.137 million cap hit. It’s hard to see any of those deals providing 
surplus value, which creates a bad cap foundation for the Sharks to build 
on. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

5 

Roster 

1 

Ownership and market 

3 

Management and coaching 

2.5 

Salary cap situation 

7 

Total 

2.09 

Arizona being at the bottom is not overly surprising. They are clearly a 
team building for the future, and while their recent draft class looks 
promising there is a lot more work to do to build up an elite young core. 
You combine that with a lack of clarity on the rink they play in and 
consistent drama on the ownership front and the voters are suspect that 
the Coyotes will be a winning team soon. 

Mark Lazerus on the Coyotes’ ownership and market: Alex Meruelo 
might be the best owner the Coyotes have ever had, which admittedly 
isn’t a very high bar to clear. We can all point and laugh at the Coyotes’ 
endless well of misfortune and self-inflicted wounds and unpaid bills, and 
the fact that they’re playing in a 4,600-seat college rink for possibly four 
full seasons, but Meruelo’s Tempe project — which will be put to a voter 
referendum in May — could truly transform hockey in the desert and 
provide desperately needed long-term stability to the franchise. And a 
successful, stable franchise in a very player-friendly area (hockey players 
love playing golf and not paying taxes even more than they love hockey) 
could be quite a force in the NHL. But it’s all hypothetical right now. And 
anyone familiar with the Coyotes’ quarter-century history could forgive 
the universal skepticism lasting right up until the doors open at the new 
rink. And possibly beyond. 
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NHL99: Scott Niedermayer, a supreme winner who played with hidden 
ferocity 

 

Eric Stephens 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Picture, if you will, Scott Niedermayer at the peak of his powers. The 
graceful, effortless skater floating around on the ice managing the game 
at his direction. Speeding it up. Slowing it down. His pace. Doesn’t matter 
the situation, doesn’t matter the place on the ice. He’s in complete 
control. 

Ken Daneyko had one of the best views of Niedermayer, the defenseman 
who could do all that, minute after minute, game after game and year 
after year. Emotion seeped out in goal celebrations and the occasional 
post-whistle scrum. 

But much of Niedermayer’s Hall of Fame work was done in an 
understated, stoic manner. So stoic, in fact, that Daneyko wondered, for 
a time, how much fire existed within the balletic blueliner. 

But in a 2000 game against Florida, Niedermayer, then with the New 
Jersey Devils, snapped. Peter Worrell, a hulking winger known most for 
his pugilistic skills, took a run at a teammate. Niedermayer’s calm and 
cool disappeared in a flash. The player whose poise under pressure is 
legendary lost control. 

“I’ll never forget,” said Daneyko, Niedermayer’s teammate for 12 seasons 
with the Devils. “He got (suspended) 10 games. Clubbed Worrell, one of 
the toughest guys in the league, over the head just to show that, I’ll snap, 
too. I think that said a whole lot. Didn’t want to see him out for 10 games. 
But we’re going, ‘Oh, my God, this kid’s got fire.’ 

“I say that with all due respect to Peter Worrell because he was tough as 
nails. One of the toughest guys in the league. How many guys are going 
to club Peter Worrell over the head like that? I remember that and I’m 
going, ‘Don’t worry, he’s got plenty of compete.’ That wasn’t just a snap. 
All that was calculated. Trust me.” 

Here’s the thing about that. Just as he seemed to own the many brilliant 
moments in the most important of games, Niedermayer owned that low 
point as well. 

“It’s ugly,” he said then. “I can’t really say anything. It was not the thing to 
do. It was a mistake. I can’t go and take it back.” 

More than two decades have passed and Niedermayer chuckles at that 
memory. It was the antithesis of a player who was the picture of 
composure, and the championship teams he played for fed off that. 

“Everybody’s got a different length of fuse,” Niedermayer said. “There 
were definitely a handful of occasions in my career where I guess I just 
had enough and you kind of let it out. Where other guys, maybe you see 
it more frequently. For me, you didn’t see it much. 

“My personality is pretty level. Even-keeled. Unfortunately, YouTube has 
evidence of a few moments where my fuse did burn to the end, I guess.” 

Perhaps unsure at first as his stellar 18-year NHL career manifested, 
Daneyko knew from there how much of a competitor existed within this 
wondrous skater with tremendous skill from Cranbrook, B.C.. Ferocity 
bubbled on occasion, like when he tried to kick Valeri Kamensky’s jersey 
off the Madison Square Garden ice after a rare fight. 

“Any time I had to step in, I certainly would for Scott Niedermayer,” said 
Daneyko, whose partnership with Niedermayer patrolling the Devils’ blue 
line covered five seasons. “Any day, twice on Sunday. But he was that 
guy that said, ‘Nah, don’t worry. I can take care of myself.’” 

What he would come to see is Niedermayer didn’t just compete. He won. 
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As No. 45 on The Athletic’s list of the 100 greatest hockey players in the 
modern NHL era, Niedermayer wasn’t the greatest scoring defenseman 
out of the fellow Hockey Hall of Famers he stands beside. From a points 
perspective, he is far from that. His 740 totaled over 1,263 regular-
season games put him 24th among blueliners. Gary Suter, Sergei 
Gonchar, Steve Duchesne and Mathieu Schneider have more than him. 
Fine careers for all. None of the four have their Images on glass plaques 
in Toronto. 

Niedermayer is on this list because he mastered the aspects of playing 
defense that weren’t always registered on the scoresheet. It was in the 
way he dictated the tempo of a game. It was how he never seemed to get 
tired, even if he touched 30 minutes of action or blew past that when 
playoff games moved into overtimes. It was how the defensive side of his 
game ran parallel to his offensive gifts and eventually awarded him a 
Norris Trophy in the 2003-04 season. 

“Everybody measures points too much,” Daneyko said. “I don’t know how 
many, but I will say the majority of the players with 200, 300, 400 more, 
500 more points in their career on the back end, I’m pretty sure I’d take 
Scott Niedermayer over every one of them. And that’s taking nothing 
away from the greats and Hall of Famers ahead of him in points. I’m not 
saying everybody, because there’s some elite players. 

“But I will say — and I don’t want to use names and I don’t want to put 
anyone down — a lot of guys ahead of him from an offensive point 
production career-wise — and a lot of people, most people not just me 
don’t have to think twice. Who are you taking? Scott Niedermayer will 
come out of your mouth faster than you can say breadbasket. Because of 
his overall game-changing mentality.” 

When you play the game of word association with his name, two will 
eternally connect: Winner and champion. 

Until his Ducks teammate Corey Perry joined him in 2016, the Canadian 
defender was the only player in history to capture gold medals in the 
Olympics, IIHF world juniors and world championships, and the World 
Cup of Hockey, along with Memorial Cup and Stanley Cup titles. The last 
of those was done four times. 

In all, Niedermayer played a ton and was a critical piece for his winning 
clubs — the WHL’s Kamloops Blazers (where he was the Memorial Cup 
MVP), Team Canada internationally, the Devils and Ducks. Circumstance 
also plays into his success at all those levels, a fact he knows and 
willingly accepts. 

“When people talk about when a player retires and there’s the debate 
about where do they fall in (all time) and have they won a Stanley Cup 
and the value of that, that’s a complicated thing,” Niedermayer said. “I 
played against a ton of guys that were playing the way that you need to 
win and they just didn’t have enough of those guys on their team. Or 
enough skill. Or they had bad luck or injuries. The reasons can go on and 
on. 

“I think I’m very respectful of the reality of the situation. The organization 
you play for. The teammates. When you retire, you have time to think 
about these things. … It’s not because one person or two people. It’s a 
team that gets it done. And I was fortunate for sure to be part of some 
really good teams.” 

Three of those were in New Jersey. With fellow blueliners Daneyko and 
Scott Stevens, and goaltender Martin Brodeur, Niedermayer was part of 
the Devils’ backbone. They were champions in 1995, 2000 and 2003. But 
it was Niedermayer who brought an element few in the game’s history 
could match. The otherworldly skater who could weave through the 
opposing team across the length of the ice. No play of his exhibited that, 
or may be remembered by Devils fans more, than his coast-to-coast 
Game 2 dash in the 1995 Stanley Cup Final against Detroit. It turned that 
game around, with the Devils winning and eventually sweeping the 
favored Red Wings. 

The complete history of Niedermayer, of course, didn’t end with New 
Jersey. The Devils wanted to keep him in the free-agency period that 

opened after the year-long 2004-05 lockout, offering the maximum of 
$7.8 million per season. Swayed by a desire to play with his brother, 
Rob, and pained by the memory of beating him for the 2003 Cup, 
Niedermayer took less money ($6.75 million per season) to join him in 
Anaheim. 

It was there where he took his penchant for winning to a different level. 
Then-Ducks GM Brian Burke and new coach Randy Carlyle immediately 
named him captain, and Niedermayer relished the new challenge. He felt 
like an 18-year-old rookie again. Change energized him. “I enjoyed it,” he 
said. “It was good for me. At that point in my career, I had been playing 
for 13, 14 years. That was a nice feeling. It was a good feeling. 
Something that I hadn’t felt obviously in a long time.” 

With a league calling more infractions and free of sacrificing his offensive 
gifts for a more defense-oriented game with the Devils, Niedermayer had 
his two greatest point-producing seasons. He led them on the ice, but it 
might have been his leadership they valued most. Never did that show 
more than in Game 4 of the 2007 Cup Final against Ottawa, when a 
frustrated Daniel Alfredsson shot the puck directly at him as the second 
period ended. Anaheim, a heavy, physical team that proudly wore the 
“big, bad Ducks” moniker, had a roster that took some liberties and 
avenged those taken against them. 

In a locker room that was at fever pitch, Niedermayer reminded his team 
what was at stake as they held a 2-1 series lead. 

“All he did was come in and kind of calm everybody,” said former Ducks 
star Ryan Getzlaf, who succeeded Niedermayer as Anaheim’s captain in 
2010. “Just said, ‘Don’t worry about it.’ Just forget about it kind of thing. 
Obviously, our team that year was kind of known for getting retribution 
and sticking up for each other. Lot of fights and all that kind of stuff. 
Scotty was just trying to get everyone to understand at that moment what 
was important and that definitely wasn’t.” 

Two nights later, Niedermayer raced to goalie Jean-Sebastien Giguere 
after the final seconds ticked off on a 6-2 Game 5 blowout that became 
Anaheim’s first and only Stanley Cup title. The fourth wasn’t just another 
decoration on an unmatched resume. It was his first win while captaining 
a team and after taking the Cup from commissioner Gary Bettman, he 
handed it to Rob, who himself played NHL 1,153 games. 

All that he hoped for in his move to Anaheim was filled. The memory of 
consoling his brother in the handshake line four years earlier was 
replaced with those of them lifting the chalice together. 

The Ducks were dominant in 2006-07. Scott Niedermayer left the largest 
fingerprint on that club. In a 16-5 playoff run that never required a Game 
7, Niedermayer scored only three times and had a modest 11 points. 
Those three goals either sent a game into overtime they’d win (Game 5, 
Detroit, Western Conference finals), won it in overtime (Game 2, Detroit, 
Western Conference finals) or ended a series (Game 5, Vancouver, 
Western Conference semifinals). Because of that and his excellence 
directing the Ducks, Niedermayer joined the list of Conn Smythe Trophy 
winners. 

Some players just have that innate ability to not just be great players but 
meet the moment when it is most critical. Perhaps another example of 
Niedermayer’s impact on the teams he played for is that his No. 27 was 
retired by both New Jersey and Anaheim. Only eight other players have 
had their numbers retired by two franchises. 

Combined, regular season and playoffs, Niedermayer’s 427 games with 
the Ducks pale in comparison to the 1,038 he suited up with the Devils. 
His presence looms large in both. Daneyko said he tried convincing 
Niedermayer to stay in New Jersey in 2005 but always understood why 
he left. 

“I’m not going to say I was shocked because I remember how hard — he 
was really contemplating,” Daneyko said. “It was not easy for him. He 
knew the success he had here. He knew what he meant here. He knew 
he was the man. But I tip my cap to him because that’s the kind of person 
he was. He’s just a special guy.” 
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A year after retirement, the Devils hoisted his number into the rafters of 
Prudential Center. Niedermayer never played there but it was the first 
time he had been back amid the Devils’ proud fan base. He had 
wondered if he’d be treated differently following his 2005 departure. Any 
ill feelings had long subsided and he was greeted with a long-standing 
ovation. 

“Being back there felt good to be recognized,” he said. “I couldn’t have 
asked for a better place to start my professional career. To play the 
majority of it. To win three Stanley Cups with an organization, that’s a 
pretty rare feat for anybody. So, I’m very thankful that I got to be a part of 
that.” 

Post-playing life has presented different challenges that Niedermayer 
was eager to embrace. He walked away at 36 and immersed himself in 
fatherhood. His wife, Lisa, handled much of the parenting responsibilities 
during the second half of his career for their young sons, Logan, 
Jackson, Joshua and Luke. Even as he played on both coasts, the 
outdoorsy city of Cranbrook has always been their true home base. 

The kids are making their way. Logan, 23, attends college in California. 
Jackson, 21, is a sophomore forward at Arizona State. Joshua, 18, is a 
defenseman with the BCHL’s Penticton Vees and will join his brother at 
ASU. Luke, 14, plays on the blue line for the Okanagan Hockey Academy 
U15 team. Their hockey dad lets each forge his own path. But he feels 
for them during their struggles — like in Jackson’s case, dealing with an 
injury. “It’s been challenging for him, but he’s got a better attitude than 
me,” Niedermayer said. “I feel frustrated for him, but he seems to handle 
it.” 

On being a parent, he said, “When I was young, I never babysat one 
night. I was rarely around young kids. So, I was about as green to the 
whole responsibility and parenting thing as you could be. I had a lot to 
learn. And I had a lot to learn once I retired from playing hockey as well. 
We’ll give Lisa a lot of credit for being patient and helping me along. 

“Like anything, the things that make a challenge also make you great. 
We’ve had challenges and ups and downs as everybody does growing 
up. Some good times and challenging times. Wouldn’t trade it for the 
world. It’s fun to just see how the kids are going to take their journey. 
Who they become and all that stuff. I’ve enjoyed it a lot.” 

But with his children now older, Niedermayer has re-engaged in hockey 
with the Ducks, serving as a special advisor to hockey operations under 
Pat Verbeek after being part of the search committee that recruited 
Anaheim’s general manager. 

Does building a team intrigue him? Running his own one day? While he 
isn’t always around the team, the 49-year-old watches every game, 
checks in with some of the team’s prospects, constantly studies team 
reports and is in regular communication with Verbeek. The management 
side has got him “hooked” and he’s ready to make more of a 
commitment. 

“It is definitely interesting,” Niedermayer said. “How can I contribute in the 
right way and help our team? Quite different when you’re looking at the 
big picture. You have a vision obviously. You have ideas. You know how 
you want to see it take place and the ingredients that you think your team 
and your players and the personality of all that has to be. But it’s a 
different thing now because you’re looking at this complex picture of 
people that are involved. 

“It is a challenge for sure. A huge challenge and really interesting. 
Complicated. It’s really intriguing because of those things. Because it is 
difficult and there’s a lot of moving parts that kind of have to hopefully 
end up in the right spots down the road together. That definitely makes it 
really intriguing.” 

The ultimate winner is ready to compete once again. 
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LeBrun rumblings: NHL play-in series for playoffs has traction, but not 
with Gary Bettman — yet 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — In a board of governors meeting that produced so 
little news, perhaps the most intriguing thing I learned was an item that 
was not discussed formally. 

At least, it was to me. 

I did an informal poll of governors over two and a half days. The question 
was simple: Do you favor the idea of a play-in before the Stanley Cup 
playoffs? 

I asked 12 governors. It was a 12-0 in favor of the NHL adding a play-in 
round. I couldn’t find a single voice of dissent. 

Now, I’m sure if I were able to canvass governors from all 32 teams, I 
would find a few in opposition. But still: 12 governors, 12 people who like 
the idea of a play-in. 

None of the governors wanted to talk on the record about it because they 
know they would suffer the wrath of commissioner Gary Bettman if they 
did. 

Because Bettman remains steadfastly against the idea. He has been 
very consistent with that over the past few years. To which, well, I put the 
question to Bettman yet again Tuesday after the two-day board of 
governors meeting wrapped up: 

What about the idea of expanding the playoffs with a play-in like the NBA 
has done? 

“If you say to them, ‘Would you be open to a play-in?’ Some of them 
might say, ‘We can talk about it.’ We don’t get that feedback,” insisted 
Bettman. “People think the system we have in place right now is working 
extraordinarily well, and frankly there’s nothing better in sports playoffs 
than our first round. And so, I’m not sensing much of an appetite for 
change.” 

Maybe it is true that owners and team executives aren’t in his ear yet on 
this. It certainly wasn’t the time to do it during the pandemic. There were 
other priorities. 

But the more I hear from some of these clubs, the more I get the sense 
the moment is coming over the next few years when a push will happen 
for a play-in. And the tipping point could be if U.S. TV partners ESPN and 
TNT decide they want to get behind the idea and put pressure on 
Bettman to consider it. 

I asked Bettman on Tuesday why he doesn’t like the idea. 

“You’re looking to fix a problem that doesn’t exist,” Bettman said. 

Another reporter asked about potential extra revenues that could be 
derived. 

“I’m not sure it enhances revenues,” Bettman said. “Diluting the regular 
season and diluting the playoffs doesn’t make much sense to me. I think 
having a system where half the teams make the playoffs and half don’t, I 
think that’s perfect.” 

This week marks the 30th anniversary of Bettman being voted in as NHL 
commissioner at the board of governors meeting at this very hotel. 

At the time, 16 of 24 teams made the playoffs. Before that, it was 16 of 
21. Which was silly of course. Way too easy. But now it’s 16 of 32. 

It is absolutely the right timing to discuss the merits of a play-in. The most 
talked-about concept would see No. 7 versus No. 10 and No. 8 versus 
No. 9 in each conference in best-of-three series, held quickly over three 
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days max. No travel; the higher seed gets to host the entire series. That’s 
what some people would like to see. 

It would have more teams playing relevant games in March, no question 
about it. 

And this concept still protects the traditional 16-team playoff field. It’s a 
play-in to get into the 16. 

But for any of this to see the light of day, owners will need to start 
backchanneling with the commissioner. And I would suggest it needs to 
happen at the executive committee level. That’s the smaller group of 
owners who have the commissioner’s ear. 

League investigation 

Bettman was asked about the ongoing league investigation into the 2018 
Canadian world junior team, which seems to be nearing its end. 

“We still have some work to do,” Bettman said. “We understand that two 
other investigations are still going. We have some more work to do in 
terms of coordinating, particularly with the Players’ Association, but I 
think we’re certainly in the home stretch.” 

What seems evident is that the NHL doesn’t want to interfere in any way 
with the police investigation still ongoing in London, Ontario, which is to 
say I think the league is sensitive to the fact that announcing the findings 
of its investigation before London police are done with their criminal 
investigation could be an issue. 

Bettman was specifically asked if the league would announce its findings 
before London police. 

“That would be up to the London police. If they asked us not to make 
things public, we wouldn’t,” Bettman said. 

Salary cap 

Since 2005, the tradition has been that the league gives governors a 
sneak peek/projection for next season’s salary cap at this meeting. 

To that end, it would appear that despite some hope back at the October 
meeting that the cap could jump by more than $4 million if a certain 
revenue threshold was met this season, HRR will fall short of that, the 
players won’t quite be done paying off the escrow from the pandemic, 
and therefore we’re looking likely at just a $1 million bump in the cap this 
summer, to $83.5 million. 

“Based on current projections, there will still be an escrow at the end of 
the season, and if that’s the case we will move the cap up by $1 million,” 
Bettman said. “The budgeting projections that we have now are pretty 
robust — we’re anticipating having a very good season — but if we do 
even better, by ballpark an additional $140, $150 million, it’s conceivable 
the escrow will go away and then the cap will go up to in the midrange 
$86 (million) plus. We’ll have to see. We’re just going to watch it. Clearly, 
it appears that if we don’t finish paying off the escrow this year, after next 
year it should be all gone and there shouldn’t be any issue about that.” 

The third option would be to negotiate a “smoothing” of the cap 
escalation over the next few years with the NHLPA. The league hasn’t 
yet been approached by the NHLPA (which is discussing it with players 
internally for now, according to sources briefed on the matter but not 
authorized to speak about it publicly). 

“That’s not something that we’re discussing right now,” Bettman said. “It 
is what it is. If it’s to be changed, that’s something that obviously would 
have to be discussed with the Players’ Association.” 

Based on what I’m hearing, I would be surprised if the NHLPA doesn’t 
approach the league at some point about it. 

The other factor that could potentially impact revenues negatively is a 
lower Canadian dollar. The seven Canadian clubs have a huge impact on 
HRR, so a lower Canadian dollar is not ideal. 

“We factored that in,” Bettman said. “That was marginally, very 
marginally, a factor off of our initial projections, maybe in the $10 to 15 
million range. Last year, we finished at about $5.4 billion, give or take — 
I’m rounding — which is about a half a billion more than we had projected 
going in. It’s one of the reasons we’re even having this discussion. We’re 
expecting another good year of increases in HRR. But when we stated 
this, there was about a billion and a half to pay off. We collectively — 
meaning us and the players — have done quite well by having things 
come back as strong as they have where it’s crystal clear that, certainly, 
this is going to be paid off in the not too distant future.” 

The current revenue projections see the players’ debt to owners falling 
about $70 million short by the end of the season. 

Senators sale 

Bettman revealed Tuesday that there were at least 12 ownership parties 
interested in the sale of the Senators. 

“There are more than a dozen parties that have I believe signed an NDA 
and expressed an interest in the process,” Bettman said. “The process I 
believe requires the data room to be open, which should be done quite 
soon, and they’ll probably begin a more structured process after the first 
of the year.” 

Could Canadian Hollywood actor Ryan Reynolds be involved in a new 
Senators ownership group, regardless of which party ends up with the 
team? That seems to be what the NHL is hoping. Bettman said he and 
deputy commissioner Bill Daly met with Reynolds. 

“Bill and I met with Ryan Reynolds, who very much impressed us,” 
Bettman said. “If we can figure out a way to have him included, I think 
that would be great for the Senators and I think that would be great for 
the league.” 

On what stood out about Reynolds: 

“He’s very smart. He has a number of businesses besides the acting 
business, and he understands sports, and he understands promotion. I 
think he told us his followers on all of his platforms combined are well 
over 100 million. He’s somebody who is very popular and very engaged.” 

As for a timeline for the sale process, that’s still not 100 percent clear. 

“In terms of soliciting who wants to be in the process, (it’s) something that 
is ongoing and I think a more formal process won’t begin until after the 
holidays are over and people are back and focused,” Bettman said. 

No-trade lists 

Interesting little nugget at the very end of Daly’s media availability. I 
asked for an update on the league’s desire to centrally register no-trade 
lists in player contracts around the league in the wake of last season’s 
rescinded Vegas–Anaheim trade involving Evgenii Dadonov. 

The league announced in March that it would work with the NHLPA to 
build a clearing house for the no-trade lists. 

“We’ve already had discussions with the Players’ Association about 
creating a requirement that all no-trade documentation gets filed 
simultaneously with central registry and the Players’ Association,” Daly 
said at the time. 

But after months of back and forth between the league and the NHLPA, it 
appears there won’t be a joint clearing house after all. Daly said Tuesday 
that it looks like the league will go ahead on its own, and starting next 
season clubs will share the no-trade list information with central registry. 
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NHL awards refresh: Picking new names for hockey’s greatest honors 
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Hailey Salvian, Sean Gentille 

 

The NBA, as usual, gets to have all the fun. 

The league announced an award overhaul, either renaming or naming its 
most important trophies — MVP, defensive player of the year, rookie of 
the year, sixth man and most improved player — in honor of some 
basketball legends. The Jerry West Award for clutch play was also 
introduced, and the trophies themselves were redesigned. 

Naturally, we ported that concept over to hockey, where the MVP award 
is named after the father of a guy who coached the Montreal Canadiens 
in the 1920s. All due respect to Cecil Hart, but it’s probably past time to 
use those trophies as a way of educating folks on the all-time great 
players, rather than (largely) owners, executives and donors. 

Will this ever happen? Almost certainly not. If the league made it through 
its centennial in 2017 without a refresh, they’re probably not going to 
randomly opt for it in, say, Year 107. But the principle of using the awards 
to celebrate the biggest names in history is still worth discussing. 

With that in mind, here’s our crack at renaming eight NHL awards and 
creating three new ones. There are plenty of debatable points here. 
We’re mentally prepared for arguments. 

Hart Trophy (MVP) 

The obvious choice: Wayne Gretzky 

The dark horse choice: Gordie Howe 

We’ve already opted not to litigate Gretzky’s no-doubt, true GOAT status 
in these parts; our “NHL99” project carries that name for a reason. He 
won the Hart nine times in his career, including eight in a row from 1980-
87. So, yeah, lock it up. Probably best not to overthink it. That said, if you 
want to start down a separate path from the jump, Howe is worth some 
consideration. He won six Harts on his own, and all the league’s major 
records were his until Gretzky came along. In his own way, he’s as 
singular as No. 99. Maybe you save the points trophy for Gretzky. Either 
way, Howe has to be involved here — and if something like this ever 
came to pass, it’s a mortal lock that he would be. 

Auston Matthews' personal award cabinet is filling up: 

  2016-17 Calder 

  2020-21 and 2021-22 Rocket Richard 

Now, he adds the 2021-22 Hart Trophy after a prolific 60-goal 
campaign.https://t.co/bAEp5iAOsm pic.twitter.com/BW0PKVOj7v 

— The Athletic (@TheAthletic) June 22, 2022 

Norris Trophy (top defenseman) 

The obvious choice: Bobby Orr 

The dark horse choice: Nicklas Lidstrom 

New rule: If you redefine your position, the NHL renames its trophy after 
you. The league hadn’t seen anything like Orr, who played nine healthy 
seasons and won the Norris in eight of them. It may not have seen 
anything like him since. Meanwhile, one of the best arguments for 
Lidstrom is that he managed to finish his career with just one fewer 
Norris than Orr. Honoring him here would be a nice nod to European 
players and the guy who, for the foreseeable future, will be the platonic 
ideal for a modern defenseman. 

The Maurice “Rocket” Richard Trophy (most goals) 

The obvious choice: Revisit in 20 years 

The dark horse choice: Maurice Richard 

The NHL has an issue that the NBA doesn’t, in that a few guys they 
might want to rename trophies after are still playing in the league. The 
most obvious example: Alex Ovechkin and the Rocket Richard trophy.  

No player has won this award more than Ovechkin’s nine. Keep in mind 
that it was only instituted in 1999, which wipes several options off the 
page. Even if that weren’t true, Ovechkin would still be the obvious 
choice. He’s already third all time in NHL scoring (797), three goals away 
from the 800-goal club. Only Gretzky and Howe have hit that milestone.  

Barring disaster, Ovechkin will pass Howe (801) this season. Then, only 
Gretzky (894) will remain. He’s legitimately chasing what many thought 
was an untouchable mark. It only makes sense to wait for Ovechkin to 
retire to rename the goal scorer’s award.  

Of course, staying put is an option, too. The award honors Maurice 
Richard, the first player in league history to score 50 goals in 50 games, 
50 goals in a season and 500 in a career. That means something. And, 
“The Rocket Richard” is probably the best name currently on the books.  

Art Ross Trophy (most points) 

The obvious choice: Gordie Howe 

The dark horse choice: Mario Lemieux 

If the Hart becomes the Gretzky, this is the next logical landing spot for 
Howe. He’s second all time in scoring titles — you don’t get to 1,850 
points strictly as a compiler. Plus, even though this is a single-season 
award, it’d also serve as a nod to his remarkable overall total. Howe’s 
since been passed by Gretzky, Mark Messier and Jagr, and Gretzky has 
everyone lapped by nearly 1,000. That kind of cushion is, obviously, 
undeniable. But Howe, when adjusting for era, closes the gap 
considerably. 

If you want to cut out Howe entirely, or maybe honor him with one of the 
conference championship trophies, Lemieux is the no-brainer next 
choice. He had as many scoring titles as Howe (six from 1988-97) and 
was the first to break Gretzky’s stranglehold on the award. In 1992-93 
alone, he had 160 points despite missing 22 games due to cancer 
treatment. It’s painful, frankly, not to write him in here with a felt-tip pen 
and move on, but Howe needs to be involved. So Lemieux waits. 

Vezina Trophy (top goaltender) 

The obvious choice: Dominik Hasek 

The dark horse choice: Patrick Roy 

Hasek’s six Vezinas are the most of the modern era; until 1981, the 
award went to the goalie who played the most games for the team that 
allowed the fewest goals. 

This is his by most measures. He’s the career league leader in save 
percentage, posted .930 or better in five of six seasons with Buffalo from 
1993-99, then won two Cups with the Red Wings. It’s also hard to 
imagine any goalie having more SportsCenter “Top 10” appearances, 
and he blazed a trail for European goalies. There was nobody like him. 

Frank J. Selke Trophy (top defensive forward) 

The obvious choice: Patrice Bergeron 

The dark horse choice: Bob Gainey 

The Selke is probably the other tricky award, given Patrice Bergeron is 
still playing and dominating as a defensive center. Bergeron is matching 
his defensive output from last season, which won him a fifth Selke trophy 
— passing Bob Gainey (4) for the record. It is, again, Bergeron’s Selke 
Trophy to lose. He keeps winning this award in dominant fashion, it only 
makes sense to rename it after him.  

That being said, Gainey won the Selke in each of the first four years that 
it was awarded and was the consensus best defensive forward in the 
post-expansion era until Bergeron came along. Maybe we rename it the 
Bob Gainey Trophy for now, and then The Bergeron in 20 years? 
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Jack Adams Award (top coach)  

The obvious choice: Scotty Bowman 

The dark horse choice: Al Arbour 

No head coach has more wins (1,244), more games coached (2,141) or 
more Stanley Cups (9) than Scotty Bowman. He’s the only head coach to 
lead three different teams (Montreal, Pittsburgh, Detroit) to Stanley Cup 
victories, and won the Jack Adams Award twice, in 1977 and 1996. His 
eight losses in 1976-77 are a modern record for the fewest in a season. 
And his teams made it to the Stanley Cup Final a record 13 times, and 
the semis a record 16 times.  

Al Arbour, we’re sorry, but let’s just call this award what it is.  

Calder Trophy (top rookie) 

The obvious choice: Mario Lemieux 

The dark horse choice: Teemu Selanne 

This is the landing spot for Lemieux. He came into the league with more 
fanfare than anyone before him and delivered, putting up 100 points and 
winning the All-Star Game MVP. Maybe he can get that one, too, as 
compensation. 

Tough break for Selanne, who scored 76 goals with the Jets as a 22-
year-old in 1992-93. That ties him for fifth-most all-time, and he’s not on 
track to drop anytime soon. He and Mike Bossy are the two pure goal-
scorers that feel like the most egregious omissions. 

Conn Smythe Trophy (playoff MVP) 

The obvious choice: Jean Beliveau 

The dark horse choice: Patrick Roy 

By the way, of all the trophies on the list, none should be easier to 
rename than this one. Smythe, as the owner of the Maple Leafs from 
1927 to 1961, allegedly said during the 1938-39 season that he would 
sign Herb Carnegie “tomorrow” if he could “turn him white.” Carnegie 
never made it to the NHL but was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame 
in 2020 as a builder. 

The award didn’t exist until Beliveau was 33. By that point, he was 
already a five-time Cup champion. Naturally, he was the first to win it. 
This would recognize both his individual greatness — he’s a consensus 
top-10 player of all time — and the Canadiens’ organizational history. 

You could say something similar for Roy, the only three-time Conn 
Smythe winner. The first two came with Montreal, and the third with 
Colorado. No goalie has more career playoff games (247) or wins (151). 
This, maybe more than any, feels like a coin flip. 

As for the new ones 

The Rod Langway Defensive Defenseman Award 

A mandatory inclusion, all things considered. 

A few friends have messaged me saying "you created the Rod Langway 
Award." True I picked winners as far back as 2007, but I'm not sure I was 
the first to do so? 

Hopefully it becomes a real trophy at some point   

— James Mirtle (@mirtle) January 26, 2018 

And really, it’s time. Give Langway, who won the full-fledged Norris twice 
with Washington, his flowers. Down the line, we can look into whether it 
turns into the Jaccob Slavin Award or whatever, but this one has felt like 
a no-brainer for a while, even as voting for the Norris has become more 
nuanced. 

The Marian Hossa “Selke for Wingers” Award 

OK, maybe this isn’t necessary. But how many good defensive wingers 
never get a sniff at the Selke, simply because they don’t play up the 
middle? 

One of the hallmarks of Hossa’s Hall of Fame career was that he was a 
premier defensive player, finishing in the top 20 of Selke Trophy voting 
10 times. Still, he never won the award. So let’s name one after him 
instead! 

The Pavel Datsyuk Playmaker Award 

We’re all about celebrating fun here at The Athletic NHL. And what was 
more fun than watching prime Pavel Datsyuk? 

Sometimes lost in the scoring titles are the assist numbers and the eye-
popping plays that come with them. Sometimes, the play leading up to 
the goal is better than the goal itself. Adding an award for the league’s 
best passers could be a lot of fun, and bring on some great debates at 
the end of the year. 

Alternatively: The Peter Forsberg. 
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Gary Bettman: NHL salary cap projected to increase by $1 million, digital 
ads are ‘non-issue’ 

 

The Athletic Staff, Sean McIndoe 

 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman discussed next season’s salary cap 
and digital board ads during the NHL Board of Governors meetings on 
Tuesday. Here’s what you need to know: 

Bettman said current revenue projections indicate the salary cap will go 
up $1 million next year based on players still owing escrow but there is a 
possibility the cap could jump if revenue exceeds projections. 

Bettman also said the digital board ads introduced this season are a 
“non-issue.” 

He added that polling indicates fans find games more watchable with 
digital ads as opposed to physical ones. 

BOG meetings have wrapped up. Gary Bettman says current revenue 
projections seem to indicate the cap will only go up $1M next year based 
on players still owing escrow. But he did allow for possibility revenue 
could exceed projections and therefore cap could jump up more. TBD. 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) December 13, 2022 

Classic Bettman. Whenever there's legitimate criticism of something he 
likes, he just tells us that there's super-secret fan feedback/polling that 
we can't see but that agrees with him. https://t.co/RILk56lC3f 

— Down Goes Brown (@DownGoesBrown) December 13, 2022 

Backstory 

The NHL introduced digital ads as a new revenue source for the 2022-23 
season, replacing traditional physical ad signage for fans watching the 
games on TV or streaming services. 

Reaction to Bettman’s comments 

This is just classic Bettman. Whenever he gets asked about negative fan 
reaction to something that he supports and/or boosts his bottom line, he 
just makes up a poll or fan feedback that backs him up. We never get to 
see the poll, obviously — we just have to take his word for it. He did it 
when he told us that fans agreed the broken point system was working 
“extraordinarily well.” He did it when he told us fans wanted him to lock 
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out the players in 2004. He did it way back in 1999, in the depths of the 
dead puck era, when he said fan feedback was that things were going 
great. 

Now he’s doing it for the board ads. Look, some fans hate them. Some 
find them mildly distracting on occasion. Many barely notice them at all. If 
Bettman had just said “It’s an important revenue stream for us, there are 
some glitches and we’re working on them, and we think that reports of 
fan complaints are overstated,” fine. But no, he has to tell us that fans 
actually think the ads make the games more watchable. Which … what? 
Try to imagine a fan saying “gosh, this new advertising platform sure 
does improve my viewing experience.” If you can’t do it, then apparently 
your imagination just isn’t as good as Gary Bettman’s. — McIndoe 
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Tage Thompson and the 5 incorrect lessons that bad NHL GMs will learn 
from him 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

It’s Tage Thompson’s world, and we’re all just living in it. 

The Sabres’ forward has become the star of the season. One year 
removed from what we thought was a breakout campaign that saw him 
leap from single-digit goal totals to a stunning 38, Thompson is on pace 
to blow past that mark. He has 21 goals through 28 games, several of the 
jaw-dropping highlight variety, and scored five against the Blue Jackets 
last week in what was also his second six-point game of the year. This 
guy is unstoppable. 

So how can this go wrong? 

Sorry, that’s the pessimist in me, but it’s a side that’s served me well in 
spotting NHL trends. There’s no story so good that somebody 
somewhere won’t find a way to screw it up. 

To be clear, I’m not going to look at this from a Sabres perspective. Their 
fans have suffered enough, and with Thompson locked in a long-term 
extension that already looks like a steal, maybe this really is a can’t-miss 
win for Buffalo. 

Instead, let’s look at the other 31 teams, those poor schmoes who don’t 
get to send Tage Thompson over the boards to wreck everyone. Right 
now, somebody in every front office around the league is looking at 
Thompson’s season and trying to figure out what it means for them. 

What are those other teams going to learn from the Age of Tage? 
Specifically, what are they going to learn that’s wrong, and that causes 
them to make bad decisions? I’ve got five suggestions. 

Your struggling fourth-liner is a potential superstar 

For the first four seasons of his NHL career, Thompson was an 18-goal 
scorer. No, not in an average season — that was the total for his entire 
career, one that was mostly spent plugging away in the bottom six 
between occasional disappointing trips up the lineup (when he wasn’t 
hurt or in the AHL). Last year, the light bulb went off and he became a 
star. But for years before that, he was Just A Guy. One with occasional 
flashes of potential, sure, but never more than that. 

Good news: Every team has a few players like that on the roster right 
now. Which means every team, if they squint hard enough, has a few 
future Thompsons. 

Imagine you’re the GM of an NHL team. Chances are, the offense isn’t 
clicking quite as well as you’d hoped. Maybe you have a few injuries, or 
the puck just isn’t bouncing your way. Even your coach, who’d rather lose 

2-1 than win 6-5, admits he might like a bit more scoring pop. And the 
local fans and media keep asking when you’re going to do something. 

Now you don’t have to. No need to make any trades or aggressive 
moves, because the future is already here, and it’s that guy who hasn’t 
scored in 20 games. What are you going to do, waive the next Tage 
Thompson? Stay the course, and you’ll be rewarded in the end. It might 
take three or four years, but patience is a virtue for a wise executive like 
you. 

Big guys are back in 

For years, the NHL has been slowly morphing from a league where size 
was king to one where it doesn’t matter like it once did. There was a time 
when it felt like the first number any GM looked at on a player’s resume 
was his height, and anyone who wasn’t big got discarded, even if they 
were Martin St. Louis. Lately, that’s been changing, as teams have 
recognized that undersized players were a market inefficiency, and that 
big guys were often just lumbering behemoths who couldn’t keep up 
when the game got fast. 

But now, along comes Thompson, a guy listed at 6-foot-7, and all those 
old-school GMs are back in the game. They told us that size mattered, 
and now we’re seeing it play out on highlight reels. It’s hard to imagine 
the 200 hockey men enjoying anything more than a clip of a guy scoring 
a goal, then celebrating with a group hug from a bunch of teammates 
who come up to his armpits. 

Does Thompson use his size to play a classic physical style? Not really. 
He’s not out there throwing big open-ice hits, or crushing guys in the 
corner, and he fights maybe once a season. Nobody who watches him is 
getting him mixed up with Eric Lindros or Zdeno Chara. But that doesn’t 
mean that he isn’t using his size to his advantage, because it’s just about 
impossible to defend against a guy with the hands to deke out a 
defenseman and the wingspan to touch both faceoff circles at the same 
time. 

The lesson here is clear: You want the next Tage, you draft the tallest 
guy you can find. That one scout on your staff who’s been around since 
the Dutton administration and just hits “sort by height” on every junior 
roster? He was right all along. Leave those undersized scorers who 
never amount to anything for the other teams, it’s time to go back to 
drafting dudes who bump their kneecaps on the crossbar. 

Bet on shooting percentage 

Yeah, you know we were going to have to do this one. Thompson’s first 
four seasons saw him play 145 games, and record a shooting 
percentage of 6.9. His breakout 2021-22 season saw that rocket all the 
way up to 15 percent. Any savvy hockey fan knew where this was going, 
because those sorts of percentage-based explosions almost never last, 
and teams that pay for them almost always regret it. 

The Sabres didn’t listen, and locked up Thompson to a seven-year, $49 
million extension. He still had a year left on his old contract, so the 
Sabres could have waited, taking an additional year to see what they 
really had. After all, this was the same team that had made the same 
mistake on guys like Jeff Skinner and Ville Leino. Instead of learning from 
those lessons, they rushed to get a Thompson deal done early, paying 
full price for what was all but certain to be a one-year wonder. 

It’s, uh, working out OK. 

Don’t worry, Thompson isn’t shooting 15 percent again. That would have 
been unrealistic. Instead, he’s even better, shooting north of 16 percent 
so far this year. Is that sustainable? Probably not, but nobody wants to 
say so because right now Thompson is basically an angry parent upping 
the punishments on a mouthy child. Oh, you don’t like 16 percent? Keep 
running your mouth, bucko, maybe we’ll try 20 percent next year. 

His extension hasn’t even started yet, and Thompson already looks 
underpaid. And sure, you could say that one outlier doesn’t disprove 20 
counter-examples. You’d say that if you were dumb, because shooting 
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percentage binges are sustainable now. Tage says so, and your favorite 
team’s GM can’t wait to listen. 

Be patient with first-round picks 

Most NHL GMs love the “draft-and-develop” approach, mainly because it 
takes forever. If you can sell your fan base on a long-term rebuild, you’re 
basically buying yourself at least two or three years before anyone will 
ask any questions about what those prospects are up to. If you draft a 
goalie, you can stash him away for the better part of a decade before 
anyone even remembers. 

But eventually, somebody might ask about those picks. And that’s 
especially true for first-rounders. After all, those are the guys who get the 
full draft day treatment, with photo ops on stage in their new jerseys and 
weirdly fitted ball caps. They probably jump right to the top of your 
prospect list, and fans immediately start reciting their names as proof that 
the future is bright. 

That’s all good. At least, it’s good until you get a few years down the line 
and that first-round pick isn’t contributing yet. They’re probably in the 
NHL by that point, but they’re not putting up big numbers, and fans are 
starting to grumble. If things get really bad, you might start hearing that 
dreaded word, “bust.” 

That’s very bad news for a GM and his front office. Drafting is tricky, 
sure, but first-rounders are supposed to hit. Whiffing on one is a major 
missed opportunity. 

Well, not anymore. There are no more first-round busts. There are only 
Tage Thompsons who haven’t Tage Thompsoned yet. 

Thompson was a first-round pick, going 26th in the 2016 draft, ahead of 
guys like Alex DeBrincat and Carter Hart who had a more immediate 
impact. It took five full years for him to have an impact at the NHL level, 
but he got there. Less savvy teams might have written a player like that 
off, muttering about the fallacy of sunk costs. But now we know better. 
Every first-round pick deserves patience, because they might be the next 
Thompson. Everyone just calm down and wait, your GM’s got this. 

Of course, it’s worth remembering that it wasn’t actually the Sabres who 
drafted Thompson, and that brings us to our last key lesson … 

There is no such thing as a bad trade 

The Sabres acquired Thompson on July 1, 2018, as part of a package 
from the Blues that also included  Patrik Berglund, Vladimir Sobotka and 
two draft picks. In exchange, they sent Ryan O’Reilly to St. Louis. Then 
they watched him have a career year, win the Selke, and lead the Blues 
to their first Stanley Cup while winning the Conn Smythe. 

Whoops. 

Berglund lasted 23 games in Buffalo before leaving the team and the 
NHL. Sobotka stuck around for two seasons, scoring six goals. One pick 
was traded away in the Colin Miller deal, while the other turned into Ryan 
Johnson, a good blue line prospect who didn’t rank in the organization’s 
most recent top 10. 

All in all, the trade was a certified dud. And for years, it wasn’t unusual to 
see it show up on “worst trades” list. Sure, O’Reilly wanted out of Buffalo. 
But the Sabres basically gave the Blues a Stanley Cup in exchange for a 
handful of magic beans. 

But that’s the thing about magic beans — sometimes, one sprouts into a 
magic beanstalk. It took a few years, but last season moved the O’Reilly 
trade back into the “maybe OK” column. And this year, it’s starting to look 
like a win for the Sabres. That’s not to say the Blues wouldn’t do it all 
over again, because flags fly forever and they obviously would. But now it 
looks like a savvy move for the Sabres too, one that they can build their 
future around. 

Let that be a lesson to all you grumpy fans out there. Just because your 
team’s GM traded away one of your only good players for a bunch of 
guys who haven’t done anything to make the team better doesn’t mean it 

was a bad deal. In fact, it might be a very good deal, made by a very 
wise GM who you should stop criticizing. 

(Wait, does Thompson have a nickname yet? Because “Magic 
Beanstalk” is honestly pretty good. You can use that one, Sabres fans, 
it’s on me.) 

So what have we learned from the Tage Thompson experience? 

Maybe lots, if you’re an NHL GM. The main lesson is that everyone 
needs to stop being mean to you and start having more patience, 
because your draft busts are good and your worst trades were brilliant. 
Also, bet on big guys with no track record and crazy-high shooting 
percentages. What could go wrong? 

I think the better lesson is that we can’t learn anything. No, really, I think 
that’s the best option here — not for GMs, but for fans. Yes, we could try 
to pick apart Thompson’s last two seasons and try to extrapolate 
legitimate hockey lessons. But isn’t it more fun if we just shrug and enjoy 
the ride? 

Maybe Tage Thompson is just a hockey unicorn, one that can’t be 
explained, only enjoyed. Don’t try to capture it for further study, because 
it will get spooked and gallop away, never to be seen again. Instead, just 
sit back and appreciate the magic. Right up until it shrugs off two 
checkers and goes top shelf on your goalie in overtime. 
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ESPN / Why NHL teams are turning to goalie tandems more and more 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

When it comes to the best lines in the NHL, Ryan O'Reilly has an expert 
opinion. 

He has centered a few great ones during his career, but the St. Louis 
Blues star is more familiar with having to defend against them. Like that 
one on the Dallas Stars that's currently reigning over the rest of the NHL: 
Jason Robertson's line with Joe Pavelski and Roope Hintz. 

"I just remember playing against them, you had to work to close that gap 
and be tight to them. Because if you weren't close, they're dynamic. 
They're gonna be making plays if there's that separation. They'll just eat 
you up," O'Reilly told me recently. "One little breakdown. One little bit of 
separation. The next thing you know, it's in the back of the net. So it's 
extremely tough against those guys." 

That's what the great lines do. O'Reilly said the key to the best ones is 
the way they read the play, which is what Robertson's line does so 
adeptly. Three talented players, acting as one. Even a single line like that 
can be an energy source, powering a team for weeks. 

Here's our ranking of the top 20 lines in the NHL this season. Keep in 
mind that coaches, by their nature, frequently chop up their lineups. 
Hence, some of the groups here might no longer be together at the 
moment but could be down the line. Also, that line mixing meant some 
players were left out of the ranking: Kevin Fiala has had a good season 
for the Los Angeles Kings, but he has spent at least 10 minutes with six 
different line combinations. 

Injuries played a role, too. The Colorado Avalanche had two line combos 
that were outstanding last season. But injuries to Gabriel Landeskog, 
Valeri Nichushkin and now Nathan MacKinnon meant they didn't make 
this list. 

The basic standards for this ranking: We looked at lines that played a 
minimum of 75 minutes together at even strength. We tried to balance 
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actual results with underlying numbers. In some cases, we've rewarded 
lines for the work they've done. In others, we're ranking them based on 
how they project with additional ice time together. 

Here are the top 20 lines in the NHL so far this season. Stats courtesy of 
Money Puck, Natural Stat Trick and Evolving Hockey. 

20. Buffalo Sabres: Jack Quinn-Dylan Cozens-JJ Peterka 

Praising a Buffalo line that doesn't feature Tage Thompson feels like 
praising a Bills receiver not named Stefon Diggs, and yet it's a different 
Sabres trio that makes the cut here. Cozens and his rookie wingers are 
like a shot of adrenaline for coach Don Granato's team, playing with pace 
and generating more high-danger shot attempts per 60 minutes (22.74) 
than Thompson's line with Jeff Skinner and Alex Tuch (19.75). 

"It's the speed, the chemistry, the speed and skill of those three players 
together," Granato said. "We're seeing Cozens' leadership in bringing 
those two along as fast as that." 

19. Montreal Canadiens: Kirby Dach-Nick Suzuki-Cole Caufield 

Every shift is an adventure for this young Canadiens trio. Through 26 
games, they're averaging 5.0 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 ... while 
giving up 4.2 goals per 60 minutes. They have a 16.5% shooting 
percentage while Montreal has a .833 save percentage when when all 
three are on the ice. 

"We click well together," Dach said. "We just have to tidy up some things 
on the defensive end." Please don't. This is too much fun. 

18. Calgary Flames: Jonathan Huberdeau-Elias Lindholm-Tyler Toffoli 

Lindholm was like that meme from "Silicon Valley" where Zach Woods is 
staring mournfully through a rain-streaked window. The center watched 
Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau leave Calgary and take their 82 
combined goals with them. 

But the Flames did a solid for Lindholm, a 40-goal scorer himself last 
season. Huberdeau is one of the NHL's top playmakers. Toffoli knows his 
way around the net. They haven't come close to the offensive highs of 
Lindholm's previous unit, but they've posted some impressive defensive 
numbers so far. 

17. Columbus Blue Jackets: Johnny Gaudreau-Boone Jenner-Patrik 
Laine 

Ever since Johnny Hockey decided to take his talents to Columbus, there 
was the expectation that the Blue Jackets would load up a line with 
Gaudreau and Laine. When they're on the ice together at 5-on-5, the two 
wingers have an expected goals percentage that's 15% better relative to 
their teammates. Jenner earned the chance to be the man in the middle. 

This line has room for improvement: It's better offensively but worse 
defensively than expected. Losing Laine to injury for a stretch didn't help 
a promising line trying to find its rhythm. 

16. Toronto Maple Leafs: Michael Bunting-Auston Matthews-William 
Nylander 

This is a tricky line to rank. The best version of an Auston Matthews line 
is one that features Mitch Marner. But it's hard to be confident that coach 
Sheldon Keefe will put the M&M boys back together when Marner is 
currently lighting up the NHL like the Griswolds' Christmas light display 
while playing with John Tavares. In fact, his best numbers have been 
away from Matthews this season. 

While Marner and Tavares have cycled through wingers, these three 
have stuck together as a unit and a peculiar one at that: They only earn 
around 45% of the shot attempts at 5-on-5 but are giving up just 0.93 
goals against per 60 minutes while averaging 3.73 goals scored. This is 
further evidence that Matthews is one of the most underrated defensive 
players in the NHL. 

15. Tampa Bay Lightning: Brandon Hagel-Brayden Point-Nikita Kucherov 

The Lightning's top two lines were both contenders for this list, as Steven 
Stamkos's trio with Nick Paul and Alex Killorn had outpaced this group as 
far as actual output: 4.58 goals vs. 2.5 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5. 

But the Kucherov line has the stronger possession numbers and 
outpaces the Stamkos line in expected goals. A line with Point and 
Kucherov is not going to shoot 7.7% at 5-on-5. It's just a matter of time 
before they catch fire. 

14. Vegas Golden Knights: Jonathan Marchessault-William Karlsson-
Reilly Smith 

The Misfit Line have been a trio since the Knights' inaugural season and 
were kept together when Smith re-signed last summer. You know what 
you're getting here: Intense forechecking, offensive chances, a little 
feistiness courtesy of Mr. Marchessault and an eerie Sedins-like hive 
mind chemistry. 

"We want to play fast, we have the same mindset, and I think that's why 
we're good together," Karlsson said earlier this season. While they still 
dominate in puck possession and high-danger chances, they've been 
uncharacteristically leaky defensively this season. 

13. Carolina Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook-Jordan Staal-Jesper Fast 

This is one of the most effective checking lines in the NHL that also offers 
up some offensive pop, as Martinook (seven goals) and Staal (six) have 
hit the back of the net with frequency through 26 games. Staal and Fast 
have been linemates for the last three seasons. Martinook essentially 
took over Nino Niederreiter's spot with this duo after the latter joined the 
Nashville Predators. 

I thought about putting some version of Seth Jarvis-Sebastian Aho-Some 
Other Winger here, but the Staal line is getting nearly 64% of the shot 
attempts and limiting opponents to 1.5 goals per 60 minutes. Jordan 
Staal has been a Selke Trophy finalist only once. How is that possible? 

12. Seattle Kraken: Jared McCann-Matty Beniers-Jordan Eberle 

Beniers was the preseason favorite to win rookie of the year because no 
matter what line the Kraken had him center, he was going to be flanked 
by a couple of strong veteran wingers. For a while, it was Eberle and 
Jaden Schwartz, forming a line with offensive pop but giving away too 
much defensively. 

That changed when analytics darling McCann was added to his wing, 
forming a line that earns 61% of the expected goals including a stellar 
1.78 expected goals against per 60 minutes. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins: Jason Zucker-Evgeni Malkin-Bryan Rust 

The Penguins' second line gets 62.6% of the expected goals, 62.5% of 
the scoring chances and 72.0% of the high-danger scoring chances 
when it's on the ice. The analytics say that they're better defensively than 
the results would indicate, but a Evgeni Malkin line in 2022 isn't out there 
to be a stopper. 

10. New York Rangers: Chris Kreider-Mika Zibanejad-Kaapo Kakko 

I hesitated putting this line on the list because it's basically been broken 
up twice. First when coach Gerard Gallant replaced Kakko with Jimmy 
Vesey, and then when he slid Zibanejad in the middle of Kakko and 
Alexis Lafreniere. 

But this trio, which played over 130 minutes together this season, was 
demonstrably their most effective line and one of the better ones in the 
NHL -- in quality of play, if not direct results. As the raw numbers go, they 
generated only four goals and surrendered four, with a paltry shooting 
percentage of 4.49%. As the analytics go, they had an expected goals 
percentage of 65.9% with 4.3 expected goals per 60 minutes. The 
potential is there if Gallant decides to remake this group in his line 
blender. 

9. Edmonton Oilers: Zach Hyman-Connor McDavid-Leon Draisaitl 
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The Oilers famously keep their two megastars separated most of the 
time. McDavid and Draisaitl have only averaged 6:06 of ice time per 
game together at 5-on-5 this season. It's an impressive amount of 
restraint given that the duo have outscored opponents by 21 goals over 
the last three seasons. 

When Edmonton does unite the mega powers, as they have with Hyman 
for nearly 85 minutes this season, the Oilers get 70% of the goals and 
61.3% of the scoring chances. Small sample size acknowledged, they 
averaged 6.39 goals per 60 minutes. They're like a kaiju that the Oilers 
can unleash to stomp a city when the mood suits them. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins: Rickard Rakell-Sidney Crosby-Jake Guentzel 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said before the season that Guentzel is 
"one of the few guys that can think the game on the same level as a 
player like Crosby," which is why this duo has clicked for about seven 
years. Rakell showed potential as their lineup after last season's trade 
deadline -- and what an incentive to re-sign in Pittsburgh, eh? 

The trio has built on that tease, with a plus-8 goal differential and a stellar 
1.65 goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 in 22 games. 

7. New Jersey Devils: Erik Haula-Jack Hughes-Jesper Bratt 

New Jersey's top line had been one of the best two-way units in the NHL. 
Hughes and Bratt worked well together, with a plus-12 goal differential 
over the last three seasons when they share the ice. Haula joined them 
after Ondrej Palat's injury, and away they've gone: 3.9 goals per 60 
minutes and earning nearly 70% of the scoring chances. 

They're devastating off the rush but know how to take care of their own 
zone, too, thanks in large part to Hughes' noticeable improvement as a 
defender. An incredible line for the Devils, although one coach Lindy Ruff 
decided to break up ... for now. 

6. Ottawa Senators: Brady Tkachuk-Tim Stutzle-Claude Giroux 

The first quarter of the season was a forgettable one for Ottawa, but this 
line was a keeper. Coach D.J. Smith flipped Giroux onto a line with 
Tkachuk and Stutzle to replace an offensively challenged -- at least this 
season -- Drake Batherson. He found a trio that combines Tkachuk's 
consistency, Stutzle's high-pace game and Giroux's veteran savvy. 

The results have been stellar: They get 63.8% of the expected goals, 
65% of the high-danger scoring chances and are giving up just 1.63 
goals per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 play. 

5. New Jersey Devils: Fabian Zetterlund-Nico Hischier-Tomas Tatar 

The numbers for this line are absolutely staggering. They outscored 
opponents 8-1 at 5-on-5, for a 0.46 goals against per 60 minutes 
average. They earned 62% of the shot attempts and 63% of the scoring 
chances. They were better defensively than the Hughes line and paced 
with them offensively. 

Hischier was the fulcrum of the line, putting together a Selke Trophy-
worthy season while tallying the second most even-strength points on the 
Devils (20) behind Hughes. Ruff shuffled up his lines recently, moving 
Jesper Bratt with Tatar and Hischier, and elevating Dawson Mercer to the 
Hughes line. Based on sample size, we have to give the nod to this line 
... but that new unit with Bratt could very well eclipse it. 

4. Florida Panthers: Carter Verhaeghe-Aleksander Barkov-Matthew 
Tkachuk 

The Panthers traded Huberdeau for Tkachuk, so naturally they tried to 
recreate the dynamic they had last season: Barkov on one line, Tkachuk 
sliding next to Sam Bennett on the second line. But near the end of 
October, Florida got a taste of what Tkachuk could do with Barkov and 
Verhaeghe, and now they're feasting on opposing teams. 

The trio have a plus-8 goal differential and earn just over 72% of the 
scoring chances. They average 5.85 goals per 60 minutes while giving 
up just 1.18 goals per 60. A steamroller of a line that's been thwarted 
only by Barkov's injury troubles. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights: Chandler Stephenson-Jack Eichel-Mark Stone 

The top line on the Golden Knights had a plus-13 goal differential through 
26 games, which is to be expected with Eichel scoring 21 of his 29 points 
at even strength. But the reason this line dominates isn't its offense: The 
trio averaged 1.42 goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, and the 
Knights have a .942 save percentage when they're on the ice together. 

Some of that is to be expected when Mark Stone, perhaps the best 
defensive winger in the NHL, is patrolling out there. But don't sleep on 
how much Eichel's defensive game has improved. Add Stephenson to 
those two and Vegas hit the jackpot. 

2. Boston Bruins: Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-Jake DeBrusk 

Marchand and Bergeron are no strangers to these lists. On our 2018 
ranking, their line with David Pastrnak was second overall to the 
Avalanche's trio of Gabriel Landeskog, Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko 
Rantanen, whose absence on this list can be chalked up primarily to 
injuries. 

The Bruins' top line put DeBrusk with their most dynamic duo, and it's 
been stellar: According to Money Puck, they have the NHL's best 
expected goals ratio at 70.6%. They are allowing 0.48 goals per 60 
minutes. They're earning nearly 70% of the scoring chances. The Bruins 
had a .988 save percentage with them on the ice! Another season of 
Bergeron meant another dynamic top line for the B's. But not the NHL's 
best ... 

1. Dallas Stars: Jason Robertson-Roope Hintz-Joe Pavelski 

There was probably some hipster-pick, analytics-brain way to argue 
against the Stars' headliners as the best line in the NHL. I could mention 
how Money Puck has them with the 21st highest expected goals 
percentage (59.8%). Or that Evolving Hockey has them at 14th in goals-
for percentage (73.4%), behind some of the lines already listed here. 
There are undoubtedly counterarguments to the argument, 
counternarratives to the narrative. There always are. 

None of them can dissuade me from crowning these kings. 

Through 25 games, this trio has outscored opponents 23-8, good for a 
1.96 goals against per 60 minutes average to balance out their offensive 
dominance. They gobble up 58% of the shot attempts and 65% of the 
high-danger shot attempts. Hintz is the defensive ace. Pavelski is the 
score-at-all-costs veteran. Robertson is the high-octane goal scorer 
whose 23 goals in 26 games led the NHL. They're the gold standard at 
the moment, the line that's worth the price of admission or your minutes 
streaming the game. 

About the only thing they haven't earned is a nickname. Which is a 
shame, because every great line deserves one. And this is a great, great 
line. 

Honorable mentions 

Anaheim Ducks: Trevor Zegras-Adam Henrique-Troy Terry 

Colorado Avalanche: Artturi Lehkonen-Nathan MacKinnon-Mikko 
Rantanen 

Detroit Red Wings: David Perron-Dylan Larkin-Dominik Kubalik 

Los Angeles Kings: Trevor Moore-Phillip Danault-Viktor Arvidsson 

Minnesota Wild: Kirill Kaprizov-Sam Steel-Mats Zuccarello 

New York Islanders: Josh Bailey-Mathew Barzal-Oliver Wahlstrom 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Nicholas Robertson-John Tavares-Mitchell Marner 

Winnipeg Jets: Cole Perfetti-Mark Scheifele-Blake Wheeler 

Vancouver Canucks: Nils Hoglander-Bo Horvat-J.T. Miller 

Jersey Foul of the week 

From reader Dustin Perez: 
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    Is this a jersey foul @wyshynski? pic.twitter.com/K48V53SOTu 

    — Dustin Perez (@Pez1865) December 5, 2022 

So that's a Minnesota Wild jersey that celebrates the Dallas Stars, who 
used to be the Minnesota North Stars. The celebration seems to refer to 
the Stars' championship in 1999, but also encompasses Wayne 
Gretzky's league-wide number retirement. This is a parfait of Fouls, 
perfect on its own terms. 

Video of the week 

Chicago's Andreas Athanasiou called Rangers defenseman Jacob 
Trouba an $8 million player with zero goals who "tries to hurt guys on the 
other team" to justify his existence. Coming to Trouba's defense? Hockey 
Hall of Famer Chris Pronger, who issued a "stop whining to the media 
and keep your head up" edict to Athanasiou. 

    "Last time I checked hitting was still legal in the NHL" @chrispronger 
keeps it   in his reaction to Rangers captain Jacob Trouba's open ice 
hit on Andreas Anthanasiou | @BetMGMCanada @davidamber 
pic.twitter.com/1uGbtdGYPy 

    — SNBets (@SNBets) December 6, 2022 

Due respect to Athanasiou, but "hurting guys on the other team" is an 
indelible skill in this league, especially if the player can stay on the right 
side of the rule book when doing so. The Rangers don't win their first-
round playoff series last spring if Trouba doesn't injure Sidney Crosby, 
and he impacted their second-round series with a hit on Carolina's Seth 
Jarvis. Tom Wilson delivered a series of injurious hits during the 
Washington Capitals' Cup run in 2018, earning a three-game suspension 
for one of them that broke the jaw of Pittsburgh's Zach Aston-Reese. 

You don't want to see anyone injured in this sport. But it happens, and 
the fact is that a player who can deliver those hits while also playing 21 
minutes per game or on the opposite wing of Alex Ovechkin doesn't only 
justify their paycheck but becomes coveted. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Tage Thompson 

Four goals in the first period against the Blue Jackets, five for the game 
and six points overall on Wednesday night. In the span of three years, 
Tage Thompson went from being synonymous with one of the Sabres' 
most regrettable trades to having 21 goals in 25 games and teasing a run 
at the single-game NHL scoring record. Incredible. 

Loser: Jordan Binnington 

St. Louis Blues coach Craig Berube called out Binnington for another on-
ice outburst and for jawing with the Pittsburgh bench: "It's got to stop. It 
doesn't help any. Just play goal. Stop the puck." He then met with 
Binnington privately to talk about frustrations and emotions. When a dude 
who played with Ron Hextall has to give lectures about decorum for his 
goaltender ... 

Winner: Matt Murray 

Murray hasn't always been an analytics darling, but his performance 
against the Stars on Tuesday made NHL fancy stats history. According to 
Money Puck, Murray's 5.979 goals saved above expected was the best 
for a goalie in a shutout since modern stats started. 

Loser: Harassing grandmas 

On Oct. 31, a Toronto Maple Leafs fan tweeted at the grandmother of 
GM Kyle Dubas that he should be fired for mismanaging the team. Since 
then, the Leafs are 12-1-4 and within range of first place in their division, 
thanks in part to Murray, Dubas' hand-picked goalie, playing outstanding 
hockey. 

Winner: 'The Mighty Ducks' 

The Disney hockey classic was honored by the New York Jets, who wore 
jerseys from the movie to their game against the Minnesota Vikings ... 
and then they continued the tribute by losing. 

Loser: Colorado Avalanche 

MacKinnon joins Landeskog, Nichushkin, Josh Manson and Bowen 
Byram among the team's injured regulars. It's been a janky, wonky, weird 
title defense for the champs. But in the end, they know they just have to 
get healthy, get in and they can win. Again. 

Puck headlines 

    Enjoyed this informative piece from Thibaud Chatel on how to track a 
hockey game. "Tracking a game should be fun, you are watching hockey 
and learning stuff. If it gets tiring, it's a sign you might want to reconsider 
part of your enterprise." 

    Interesting take on the Carey Price controversy this week that focuses 
on the Montreal Canadiens' role in it. "As for the Canadiens, it is striking 
to see that despite all the changes made in the communications 
department and the marked improvement in media relations specifically, 
they still found themselves mired in a similar situation, swimming 
upstream and playing catch-up hockey in terms of public relations." 

    Ryan Clark's rookie rankings. It would take a heck of an effort to 
outshine Logan Thompson, but Stuart Skinner and Pyotr Kochetkov are 
very much still on my Calder Trophy radar. 

    Examining the Ryan Reaves Effect in Minnesota. "His presence -- he's 
a veteran guy, obviously his physical presence. There's no messing 
around out there. He keeps the room loose, I think, from not being in 
there all the time." 

    "A Deep Aesthetic Analysis of the NHL's Digital Board Ad Glitches." I 
still think the tech is awesome. I also think the NHL really thought fans 
would overlook its current limitations more than they have. 

    Rather than Thanksgiving, the Christmas break may be a better 
barometer for who's playing for the Stanley Cup beginning in April. 

    Finally, the Devils' video team really outdid themselves with this Chico 
Resch-meets-A-ha thing. 

    — Ryan Novozinsky (@ryannovo62) December 7, 2022 

Watch The Drop 

The latest episode of The Drop features yours truly and Arda Ocal on 
Jason Robertson, the gifts we'd give to NHL teams, the five coolest items 
at the NHL Store and the latest puck headlines. Enjoy! 
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Sportsnet.ca / Samsonov shuts door on Ducks, Leafs resurgence comes 
full circle in decisive victory 

 

Sonny Sachdeva 

 

TORONTO — On a raucous Tuesday night under the Scotiabank Arena 
lights, under a blanket of cheers from a hometown crowd that’s had 
plenty to celebrate of late, it all came full circle for the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

Forty-four days ago, when these Maple Leafs last met the Anaheim 
Ducks, they floundered. They got exposed, letting their younger, more 
inexperienced opponent mount a comeback and sink them. Letting a 
miserable road-trip streak stretch to four straight losses, letting the fan 
base feel every bit defeated as the new season seemed to capsize. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 14, 2022 

 

And then it all changed. 

These Leafs found their legs, found their game. And in the weeks since 
— a month-and-a-half of franchise records and win streaks and career-
best performances — they’ve let those fans cautiously dream of silver 
again. 

Tuesday night, with the Ducks back in front of them, Toronto put an 
exclamation mark on that revival, doing what they should’ve done in 
October and easily dispensing with the basement-dwellers. 

“I think we’ve just really come together with the identity of the team, and 
how difficult we have to be to play against,” captain John Tavares said 
from the bowels of Scotiabank Arena, after the final buzzer had 
sounded. It’s a fair bet the visiting side down the hall found his Maple 
Leafs plenty difficult to play against given the final score on the night, 
Tavares’ side putting the Ducks through a 7-0 drubbing to earn its fourth 
straight win, and 15th straight game with a point collected. 

“I think we really just slowed them down and made it difficult for them to 
get to the neutral zone and establish any kind of offensive game,” the 
captain continued. “Just sound play as a five-man unit and [them] having 
to come through all of us, and then that led to a lot of good offence. Good 
to see all lines contribute — a lot of guys chipping in, making plays, and 
putting the puck in the net as well.” 

The night wasn’t short on offensive standouts, surely. 

On one end of the bench was Alex Kerfoot, coming up with his first two-
goal performance as a Leaf. Further down, there was TJ Brodie, having 
scored his first of the year. Further still, Pierre Engvall, Michael Bunting, 
Joey Anderson, all with goals to their name. And a handful of other dutiful 
depth soldiers — Pontus Holmberg, Conor Timmins, Rasmus Sandin — 
with multi-point nights of their own. 

As he has been on so many nights during his club’s resurgence, Mitch 
Marner was at the centre of much of it. With a first-period assist Tuesday 
— a dish that was the picture of poise, No. 16 floating towards the 
opposing net and waiting out every Duck on the ice before feeding 
Tavares for a tap-in goal at the netfront — the winger extended his 
scoring streak to an absurd 23 games.  

He finished the night with another point on the board, taking his total to 
32 over that 23-game roll. 

But for all the goals and points piled up, it was the Leaf on the far end of 
the sheet who wound up glinting golden with the player-of-the-game belt 
draped over his shoulder in the locker room post-game. 

“A long time I wait,” netminder Ilya Samsonov said with a chuckle after 
the win was in the bag, giving the belt a pat. “I’m enjoying. I will go to 
sleep with this.” 

His teammates surely won’t mind if he holds onto the prize after the 
performance he came up with Tuesday — a 28-save shutout that 
extended his run of not being scored on to two straight games. 

Of course, through the early goings against Anaheim, it looked like his 
night might be headed down a different path. 

“I thought we gave them just a little bit too much room in the first period, 
a little too easy access to our zone and to the middle of the ice. But 
Sammy was excellent in that period and allowed us to settle in,” head 
coach Sheldon Keefe said of the 25-year-old. “His first period was 
excellent. And then a big save in the second period on a breakaway, and 
it’s still 2-0. And then I thought the team took care of him from there.” 

It’s been a tumultuous road for the young Leafs ‘tender since making his 
way to Toronto, with injuries, a rollercoaster season, and tough 
competition for the top job in the cage pushing him to find his best. On 
this night, he gave it. And for those who share a dressing room with him, 
it’s no surprise. 

“What really stands out is the work that he’s put in since he arrived at our 
facility, how he’s embraced the program,” said Keefe. “When I say that, I 

mean, it’s goalie coach, strength coach, performance team, nutritionist 
— it’s all the way through. He has embraced everything that we’ve 
brought to him, and everything we’ve asked him to do.  

“He’s put the work in, and I think he feels good about where he’s at with 
his game.” 

Samsonov agrees. But it’s easy, the goaltender says, when the whole 
team’s rolling like this. 

“I think everybody feels comfortable right now, because we play really 
hard,” he said Tuesday night. “It looks like a champion team. That’s really 
important for us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers Takeaways: Hyman hat trick helps first line 
dismantle Predators 

 

Mark Spector 

 

On the night where his top line combined for six goals in a 6-3 win over 
Nashville, Edmonton Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft had this subdued 
assessment of his No. 1 unit:  

“They paced us tonight.”  

Paced them?  

They carried the Edmonton Oilers over the Nashville Predators, a club 
that will see Connor McDavid, Zach Hyman and Leon Draisaitl in their 
nightmares tonight, so dominant was the Oilers’ top line on the occasion 
of Edmonton’s eighth straight win over the Predators — a 6-3 victory.  

How badly do these Oilers own the Preds? Let us count the ways:  

• Draisaitl — often referred to as the Mayor of Nashville — had 2-3-5 
Tuesday, and now has collected 30 points in his last 11 games versus 
Nashville.  

• McDavid (1-3-4) has 24 points in his last 10 games versus Nashville.  

• Together, that’s 54 points in their last 11 versus the Predators, and 
eight straight wins for Edmonton.  

Then there’s Zach Hyman, the right winger on that line who had his first 
career hat trick on Tuesday. He was like a badger with a toothache, 
battling relentlessly for every puck and one-handing the hat trick goal into 
an empty net after winning a race with elite defenceman Roman Josi.  

That kind of tenacity next to the skill of the NHL’s top two scorers makes 
for some kind of a line.  

“I can’t explain it,” Woodcroft said of the success vs the Preds. 
“Offensively, they were they were feeling it.”  

This one began with a 55-foot Cody Glass wrister that caromed off of 
Cody Ceci’s leg and through Jack Campbell’s legs. The struggling Oilers 
goalie hadn’t started a game in 13 days and that was his first shot — a 
bleeder that barely even had enough steam to touch the back of the net.  

“I thought everybody moved on and it ended up being a real nice 
evening,” said Campbell after a 29-save performance, one in which he 
made some key saves but would have kicked himself had he not walked 
away with the ‘W’ after a six-goal performance by his club. “There was 
still 59 more minutes or whatever it was to go, and you’ve just got to keep 
going. So that's what we all did.”  

For most of the evening, Campbell had a pretty good vantage point to 
watch the NHL’s most powerful offensive duo. The NHL’s two leading 
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scorers fittingly put on a show in Music City, going two-for-two on the 
powerplay and along with Hyman, combining for 16 of Edmonton’s 36 
shots on goal.  

It’s uncanny what Draisaitl does to these Preds. They just can’t handle 
what he brings to the table, somehow.  

The Preds are just his team, and Nashville is clearly his kind of town.  

“Maybe. It just seems to seem to go my way,” shrugged Draisaitl, who 
sits second in the NHL with 51 points and leads the league with 13 
powerplay goals. “There are other teams that sometimes you struggle 
against a little bit. Every player has their team.”  

Few have one like Draisaitl has the Preds, however.  

Meanwhile, McDavid now has 59 points through 30 games this season, 
an incredible run that had him chasing two of the game’s greats. Since 
the 1995-96 season, only two players have had more points through the 
first 30 games of a season, and they are Mario Lemieux (71) and Jaromir 
Jagr (64).  

He’s got 26 goals now and is running a 10-game points streak (9-11-20). 
McDavid leads the NHL in goals, assists and points, but settled down in 
the third period to ice the game, with the only goal coming on Hyman’s 
dogged empty-netter.  

The win ends the Oilers' third 10-game segment at 7-3, identical to their 
opening 10 games this season. In between they went 3-7, and today 
they’re two points out of second place in the Pacific with some key 
injured players yet to return.  

“Our team has learned some lessons along the way,” began Woodcroft, 
“and tonight's third period was another mature, professional third period 
where we locked it down. We gave up a few chances, but we didn't break 
and we were able to get the empty net goal to make it 6-3.  

“Our team is taking steps forward in learning how to check to win. How, 
when you have a night where you score four or five, that should be 
enough to win if you check the right way.”  

•••  

Anaheim general manager Pat Verbeek followed Edmonton through 
Minnesota and Nashville, and one of the players he would have been 
having a look at is Jesse Puljujarvi. Well, here’s what Verbeek saw in two 
games: 21:03 of ice time, one shot on goal, two hits and three missed 
nets and a blocked shot.  

Puljujarvi had a couple of better shifts on the top line late in the Preds 
game, but clearly, $3 million doesn’t buy what it used to.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Fourth line sees improvement, but Jets fail to prevent 
sweep from Golden Knights 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

WINNIPEG - For Rick Bowness, it was not so much a warning as it was a 
simple ask for more. 

And if his direct words just so happen to put a few people on edge and 
possibly bring out the best in them, that would be an obvious bonus. 

When the head coach of the Winnipeg Jets was asked about the 
insertion of Kevin Stenlund into the lineup for Tuesday’s showdown with 
the Vegas Golden Knights, he didn’t hold back his displeasure. 

“I’m not happy with that fourth line at all, last game they had two goals 
against and they’re not generating anything,” Bowness said after the 
morning skate. “We’re going to give it a different look.” 

So when the Jets made a waiver claim for forward Karson Kuhlman from 
the Seattle Kraken less than two hours later, it didn’t exactly come as a 
surprise. 

Kuhlman, 27, is known as a high-character guy (a former captain with the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth Bulldogs) who plays with energy and is a 
right-handed shooter who can play either centre or wing and is 
responsible defensively. 

No matter when Kuhlman makes his Jets’ debut (he’s scheduled to arrive 
in Winnipeg late on Wednesday), you can be sure that his addition to the 
roster is sure to raise the urgency level for those in competition for ice 
time throughout the bottom six. 

Sam Gagner was one of the guys who was able to come up with an 
important contribution, redirecting home a point shot to tie the game late 
in the second period, snapping an 18-game drought in the process. 

Gagner has gone through a myriad of emotions this season, getting off to 
a strong start and earning a promotion from the fourth line up to the first, 
only to tumble back down the depth chart to the point where he was a 
healthy scratch for several games. 

When his tip-in found the back of the net, Gagner erupted with the joy of 
someone scoring his first NHL goal. 

He knows his spot in the everyday lineup is on the line and he wants to 
keep it. 

But that’s a lesson he’s learned time and time again on this journey 
toward 1,000 NHL games. 

“We want to contribute, we want to help this team win games. I thought 
we played a strong game. I think for the most part we were in the other 
team’s end, created some chances, and that has to be the recipe for us. 
Hopefully we can build on it,” said Gagner, who suited up in No. 992 on 
Tuesday. 

“You just go play and help the team win. Anytime you get in the line-up, 
that’s your mindset and when you’re not, you’re looking to add to the 
group any way you can. So that’s what we’re worried about.” 

Stenlund, making his Jets’ debut, also chipped in an assist as he centred 
the fourth line, which moved David Gustafsson over to the wing. 

Stenlund took 16 shifts for just over 11 minutes of ice time, finishing with 
one shot on goal, three shot attempts and a blocked shot, while winning 
57% of his draws. 

“Much better,” said Bowness, responding to a question about the fourth 
line. “I thought Kevin (Stenlund) had a very strong game. (Gagner) was 
around the net. (Gustafsson) was fine on left wing. 

“But I thought Kevin gave us what we needed him to do. He won some 
faceoffs. He’s a big, strong guy and hung onto the puck. I really liked his 
game and that helped that line create some offence.” 

Gustafsson, who has no goals and three helpers in 27 games this 
season while contributing to the penalty kill, did a good job of getting to 
the net and drawing a slashing penalty on Golden Knights blue-liner Alec 
Martinez late in the second period. 

That power play conversion put the Jets up 41 seconds into the third 
period, but they were unable to hold the lead. 

The Jets fourth line remains a work in progress and part of the reason for 
that is that several players who could end up with that responsibility are 
currently playing higher in the lineup, with Jansen Harkins on the third 
line and Michael Eyssimont up in the top six, thanks to injuries to Nikolaj 
Ehlers, Mason Appleton and Saku Maenalanen. 
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That Jets’ third line also made a valuable contribution to the 
complementary scoring, with Morgan Barron showing some persistence, 
burying his own rebound after a point shot from Dylan Samberg. 

Although the Golden Knights were without three of their top-six scorers 
(Jack Eichel, Alex Pietrangelo and Shea Theodore), along with Zach 
Whitecloud and Brett Howden, Bowness said it wasn’t too early to get 
excited about a matchup between two teams battling for top spot in the 
Western Conference. 

After the Golden Knights won the first two meetings in Las Vegas, the 
Jets were determined not to get swept in the season series. 

But the Golden Knights were able to overcome 1-0 and 4-3 deficits to 
improve to 21-9-1 on the season, taking a four-point lead over the Jets, 
who hold three games in hand but trail to Vegas in points percentage 
(.694 to .661). 

Jets' Scheifele caps off sixth NHL hat trick with two seconds remaining in 
game 

Some eyebrows were raised when Jets centre Pierre-Luc Dubois was 
skipped for a few rotations in the third period but Bowness made it clear 
in his post-game address that this was not a benching. 

“He’s really sick. He’s under the weather, big time,” said Bowness. “And 
there’s a few other guys, a couple guys on IVs in there right now.” 

The Jets close out a three-game homestand on Thursday against the 
Nashville Predators and they’ll be looking to avoid their first three-game 
losing skid of the season. 

They’ve dropped consecutive games just one other time this season, 
back on Oct. 20 and 22 with defeats to the Golden Knights and Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

What’s been the recipe for avoiding those losses from spiralling into a 
streak to date? 

“We’re just a good team. We don’t want to lose games and we want to 
rebound,” said Scheifele, who completed his sixth career hat trick with 
1.7 seconds to go in regulation and is up to a team-leading 18 goals this 
season. 

“We come in the next night and battle hard and give it our all and that’s 
all we can do here - get some rest and be ready for Nashville.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Is William Nylander entering the 'top elite tier' of offensive 
NHL players? 

 

Adam Vingan  

 

Justin Bourne, Nick Kypreos and Sam McKee discuss how William 
Nylander could be close to working his way into the top tier of NHL 
wingers. 

William Nylander has spent a good portion of his Maple Leafs career 
acting as a punching bag for a frustrated fan base. 

He has been an easy target, whether it’s because of his flashy style of 
play or the contract dispute that spilled into the first few months of the 
2018-19 season. But even Nylander’s most vocal critics have struggled 
to find fault with his offensive game this season. 

After a five-point performance Saturday against the Flames, Nylander is 
on pace for a career-high 48 goals and 93 points. 

“He’s been consistent with his play on offence and how he pushes the 
chances that he generates,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe told reporters 
after the team’s 5-4 overtime win. “Last season, he set a new standard 
for himself. As I’ve said in the past, he’s got a long ways to go still in 
terms of what his potential is and what he can do, and you’re seeing 
that.” 

Nylander posted excellent underlying numbers last season, and not 
much has changed there. For example, Nylander has produced 3.35 
scoring chances per 20 minutes through 29 games, compared to 3.75 
last season, which ranked sixth among 532 forwards who played a 
minimum of 100 minutes. His expected goal rate has also remained 
relatively steady — 0.41 per 20 this season versus 0.46 last season. 

Nylander’s overall ice time per game is virtually the same — 18:17 in 
2022-23 compared to 18:16 in 2021-22 — but he is averaging 48 more 
seconds on the power play this season. The Leafs’ top unit — Nylander, 
Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, John Tavares and either Morgan Rielly 
or Rasmus Sandin — has been one of the best in the NHL. Those four 
forwards have scored 15 goals with Rielly, fourth-most among five-man 
units, and four with Sandin. Nylander has benefited from that, recording 
13 of his 33 points on the man advantage. 

Another reason for Nylander’s strong start is that he is doing more to 
drive play. Nylander said Saturday that he has focused on improving his 
skating, which has provided more space for him to create chances. That 
improvement is reflected in the number of controlled entries that he’s 
averaging — 6.29 per 20, up from 5.34 a season ago. 

The Leafs have generated 49 chances off of Nylander entries (1.85 per 
20), tied for 21st out of 430 qualified forwards. 

Keefe said Saturday that “(Nylander) can and should be in that top elite 
tier of players in the league, and he’s working his way there.” If Nylander 
can sustain this level of play, he could get there by the end of the 
season. Offensively, Nylander’s numbers compare favourably to 
Marner’s from last season, when he finished with 97 points in 72 games. 

“In terms of the offence and consistently making plays and helping our 
team win games, he’s been very good there,” Keefe said. “(Matthews) 
and (Marner) have really established themselves in that very exclusive 
top tier in the league. (Nylander) should be right there hanging with those 
guys.” 
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