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Riding Pyotr Kochetkov’s goaltending heroics, Hurricanes home after fruitful road trip 

By Chip Alexander 
Morrisville  

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour recently was 
asked if he keeps a close eye on the NHL standings. 
“You don’t really need to,” Brind’Amour said. “You know 
everyone wins in our division, so you just try to keep pace.” 
One way to keep pace is to go on a six-game road trip and 
post a 5-0-1 record. That’s what the Canes did, finishing up 
the swing with a 1-0 victory Tuesday over the Detroit Red 
Wings as goalie Pyotr Kochetkov had 27 saves, notching his 
second straight shutout. 
The Canes were back in Raleigh on Wednesday and held a 
limited practice at Invisalign Arena. Among the nine skaters 
was Max Pacioretty, who wore a non-contact jersey but went 
through his first practice session with the team since his 
preseason Achilles injury and surgery. 
Pacioretty is “certainly not close” to being able to play, 
Brind’Amour said. But it was another step in the right 
direction for the veteran forward, who had some zip on his 
shots Wednesday. 
“It’s good that at least he’s starting to get in the mix with the 
guys,” Brind’Amour said. 
As of Wednesday,, the Canes (16-6-6) were in second place 
in the Metropolitan Division, six points behind the New 
Jersey Devils. The Pittsburgh Penguins also have 38 points 
(in 29 games), followed by the New York Islanders (35 

points) and New York Rangers (35), and the Washington 
Capitals (34). 
That’s a tight squeeze in the Metro. The Hurricanes have 
points in their past eight games and 12 of the past 13 games, 
and have gone 11-3-5 away from home this season. That’s 
some strong stuff. 
Kochetkov, 23, has been a big part of it. He was recalled 
Nov. 8 from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL on an 
emergency basis when Frederik Andersen was sidelined with 
a knee problem.  
The question now is whether Kochetkov will go back. 
Kochetkov started all six games on the road trip. The 
Russian has played 10 of the past 11 games with Andersen 
out. He has the back-to-back shutouts, blanking the 
Islanders 3-0 with 16 saves on Saturday, 
The callup has become the Hurricanes’ No. 1 goaltender.  
“At the end of the day he’s a real competitor,” Brind’Amour 
said Tuesday. “He wants to win. It shows in the way he 
plays, aggressively. The guys love playing for him, that’s 
pretty clear.” 
Kochetkov, called “Koochie” by his teammates, received one 
of the “C-5” T-shirts that Brind’Amour hands out — or throws 
— to the stars of the game after wins.  
The Canes will face the Seattle Kraken on Thursday at PNC 
Arena. Brind’Amour said center Sebastian Aho, who has 
missed the past two games with a lower-body issue, is 
doubtful to play. 
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Preview: December 15 vs. Seattle 

By Walt Ruff 

Canes return home for first contest at PNC Arena in 19 days; 
Aim to move point streak to nine in Stastny's 1,100th game 

RALEIGH, NC. - Following a 5-0-1 road trip the Carolina 
Hurricanes will look to continue their successes on home ice, 
starting a four-game home stretch meeting the Seattle 
Kraken. 
When: Thursday, December 15 
Puck Drop: 7 p.m. EST 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 
Canes Record: 16-6-6 (38 Points, T-2nd, Metropolitan 
Division) 
Canes Last Game: 1-0 Win over the Detroit Red Wings on 
Tuesday, December 15 
Kraken Record: 16-9-3 (35 Points, T-2nd, Atlantic Division) 
Kraken Last Game: 6-2 Loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Tuesday, December 15 

NEWS & NOTES: 

Last Time Out: Despite being without Sebastian Aho and 
Jesper Fast for a second consecutive game, the Canes 
earned another shutout victory Tuesday in Detroit. The team 
was putting a bow on a six-game road trip, one in which they 
concluded 5-0-1 with back-to-back shutouts. Rookie 
netminder Pyotr Kochetkov stopped all 27 shots faced and 
Brady Skjei scored the lone goal of the game during a first 
period power play for Carolina. 
Historic Netminding: Pyotr Kochetkov became the first goalie 
in the National Hockey League to earn back-to-back shutouts 
with his perfect performance in the Motor City. He is also the 
first Canes goalie to post consecutive contests with zero 
goals allowed since Kevin Weekes did so in 2003. Although 
he has only made 11 starts this season, his three shutouts 
are tied for a share of the league lead with Ville Husso (DET) 
and Connor Hellebuyck (WPG). He is also now just 10:13 
away from passing Jason Muzzatti for the longest shutout 
sequence by a rookie in franchise history. Kochetkov's streak 
is currently at 120:00. 
Skjeisy's Our Shooter: Defenseman Brady Skjei extended 
his point streak to four games with his third goal in four 
games Tuesday night. All three have served as the team's 
first goal of the night and his most recent was the first power 
play goal of his NHL career. 
Stacking Points: The team's win on Tuesday now gives them 
points in nine games in a row, dating back to Friday, 
November 25. The team's .679 points percentage ranks fifth 
in the NHL. 
Ice To See You Again: The Canes will play in front of their 
home crowd for the first time since Saturday, November 26. 

19 of the team's 28 games this season have come on the 
road and 51 of the 65 days thus far this year have involved 
travel. In the last calendar month, the team has played just 
three home games. 
1,100 For Stas: Veteran forward Paul Stastny is expected to 
play in his 1100th NHL game. He will become just the sixth 
player from the 2005 draft class to reach the milestone. 
Fast Probable, Aho Doubtful: After missing the team's wins 
over the Islanders and Red Wings due to a lower-body injury, 
Jesper Fast is probable to return to the team's lineup 
Thursday. Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour revealed the 
information following Wednesday's limited practice, but in the 
same breath, he also said that Sebastian Aho (lower-body 
injury), is doubtful to play. 
Lajoie Reassigned: Furthering the notion that Fast is likely 
ready to go was the team's reassignment of defenseman 
Maxime Lajoie to the Chicago Wolves of the American 
Hockey League on Wednesday. The team had no extra 
available bodies with Fast out and was rolling an 11-7 setup. 
Stastny's Big Role: With Aho out of the lineup, veteran Paul 
Stastny has stepped into his top line role. Centering Martin 
Necas and now Andrei Svechnikov, Stastny scored his first 
goal of the season Saturday night and followed that with a 
season-high 17 minutes played on Tuesday. 
Road Warriors: Although they will only play one road game 
the rest of the year (12/22 @ PIT), the Canes win in Detroit 
on Tuesday gives them at least one point in their last 10 road 
games. They are 6-0-4 dating back to November 14, now the 
second-longest streak in franchise history. The current run 
only trails the streak of points in 12 consecutive road games 
from 2004. 
On The Other Side: Seattle comes to down following a 
throttling in Tampa Bay on Tuesday night. The Kraken are 
now 1-4 since their eight-game win streak, allowing 21 goals 
during that stretch. Rookie forward Matty Beniers and Andre 
Burakovsky lead the way with nine points in nine games 
since American Thanksgiving. In net Martin Jones has 
played in 21 of the team's 28 games this season, posting a 
record of 13-5-2 with an .888 SV%. 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Sebastian Aho has missed the team's two 
most recent games due to a lower-body injury. 
Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour said last week that 
it's an injury that has been bothering him for a bit 
and that it's more important for him to get healthy 
than play through something he doesn't have to. He 
is doubtful to play Thursday. 

 Forward Jesper Fast (lower-body injury) has also 
missed the team's two most recent games due to a 
lower-body injury. After taking part in Wednesday's 
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limited skate, Rod Brind'Amour said that it is 
probable that he returns Thursday. 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. He has recently been 
skating with Max Pacioretty before the team's 
practices. There is currently no timetable for his 
return. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-
body injury on November 6. He returned to practice 
with the team twice last week and skated in the 
team's limited skate on Wednesday. There is no set 
timetable for his return. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty suffered a torn Achilles 
tendon in August. He has been skating in recent 
weeks and took part in Wednesday's limited 

practice, but he has yet to take part in a full-team 
practice. Don Waddell said earlier this season that 
he hopes to have Pacioretty available at some point 
in either January or February. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

Parking: Coming to the game? Save money by purchasing 
your parking in advance. Click here to learn more. 
What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
red 25th Anniversary uniforms. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The team is scheduled to practice on Friday before hosting a 
Saturday-Sunday back-to-back against Dallas and 
Pittsburgh, respectively. 
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Super 16: Maple Leafs surge up power rankings behind Marner point streak 

Streaking Penguins also rise; Oilers, Rangers return 

Mitchell Marner keeps piling up the points, the Toronto Maple 
Leafs keep winning, and the voters for the NHL.com Super 
16 power rankings have certainly taken notice. 
Toronto, with points in 15 straight games (12-0-3), made the 
jump to No. 2 this week, leaping the New Jersey Devils and 
Vegas Golden Knights, who each dropped one spot. 
But the Maple Leafs and Marner, who has 32 points (11 
goals, 21 assists) in a team-record 23-game point streak, will 
face a challenge against the New York Rangers, who got 
back into the Super 16 this week at No. 12, at Madison 
Square Garden on Thursday (7 p.m. ET; MSG, TSN4, 
ESPN+, SN NOW). 
The Rangers have won four in a row, the past three against 
teams ranked ahead of them (Golden Knights, Colorado 
Avalanche, Devils).  
The Pittsburgh Penguins, winners of six consecutive games, 
also made a big jump, four spots to No. 6, giving the 
Metropolitan Division three of the top six teams. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Here is the Super 16, with the thoughts from the staff 
members, whose individual rankings are below: 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (23-4-1) 

Total points: 207 
Last week: No. 1 
"Bruins coach Jim Montgomery has done a great job keeping 
everyone engaged in the offensive end, even his 
defensemen, with a fast and predictable pace. That has led 
to positive results for the Bruins, who remain No. 1 this week. 
They have a plus-26 goal differential in the third period, 
outscoring the opposition 42-16, so they know how to close 
out games effectively, too. The other impressive thing about 
the Bruins is in addition to their ability to play a fast game, 
they're strong on pucks and physical when they need to be 
(ninth in the NHL with 25.31 hits per 60 minutes). Oh, and it 
helps to rank first on the penalty kill (85.9 percent) and third 
on the power play (28.6 percent)." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff 
writer 

2. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (19-5-6) 

Total points: 179 
Last week: No. 4 

"Including Marner, it's about streaks with the Maple Leafs. 
Michael Bunting has points in nine straight games and 
Auston Matthews in eight in a row. I almost put the Maple 
Leafs, but couldn't do that to the Bruins, who continue to pile 
up the points and have impressively stayed ahead of Toronto 
in the Atlantic Division. It's still going to be about what the 
Maple Leafs do in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, but they have to 
earn their way there and that's exactly what they're doing." -- 
Dan Rosen, senior writer 

3. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (21-6-2) 

Total points: 176 
Last week: No. 2 
"The Devils are hanging in there despite an 0-2-1 slide. 
Nobody was expecting them to keep piling wins like they 
were, but they'll have to limit a long losing streak. Their 11-1-
1 road record is what impresses me the most. They'll need to 
continue to be a strong road team to stay on top of the 
Metropolitan Division. Young stud Jack Hughes has turned it 
up a notch in December with three goals and five assists in 
six games." -- Robert Laflamme, LNH.com senior writer 

4. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (21-9-1) 

Total points: 169 
Last week: No. 3 
"I continue to be impressed with what the Golden Knights are 
doing, especially with forward Jack Eichel missing some time 
and going on injured reserve Monday with a lower-body 
injury. It certainly hasn't gone perfectly, and the Golden 
Knights could be facing a bit of an uphill climb in the short 
term without Eichel, and defensemen Alex Pietrangelo 
(personal leave), Zach Whitecloud (undisclosed) and Shea 
Theodore (lower body). But I've taken note of some good 
wins Vegas has earned of late. That includes a shootout 
victory to end the Bruins' home winning streak on Dec. 5 and 
a 6-5 victory against the Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday. They're 
continuing to win on the road (13-2-1) and are surprisingly 
strong contender. I feel like I have them ranked accordingly 
at No. 4." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

5. CAROLINA HURRICANES (16-6-6) 

Total points: 150 
Last week: No. 6 
"Winning six of seven and bringing home 11 out of 12 
possible points from a six-game road trip (5-0-1) is 
impressive enough. Doing so without two of their most 
important and valuable players is a signature of an elite, 
championship-caliber team. Injured No. 1 goalie Frederik 
Andersen (undisclosed) has not played in more than a 
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month, and forward Sebastian Aho, their top scorer prior to 
going down last week with a lower-body injury, has missed 
the past two games and Carolina won them without allowing 
a goal. Pyotr Kochetkov (7-1-4, 2.02 goals-against average, 
.926 save percentage) has been magnificent filling in for 
Andersen and is already tied for the NHL lead with three 
shutouts in 12 games (11 starts). Despite outshooting their 
opponents by the largest margin in the NHL (8.6 per game) 
the Hurricanes have had trouble scoring (2.82 goals per 
game, 27th), which explains their modest goal differential 
(plus-6). Carolina, once healthy and firing on all cylinders, 
should consistently rank in the top three." -- Paul 
Strizhevsky, staff writer 

6. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (17-8-4) 

Total points: 142 
Last week: No. 10 
"The Penguins are trending positively in our rankings, and 
rightly so. Pittsburgh is on a six-game winning streak and 8-
1-1 in its past 10. Those numbers make my argument. And 
remember this, too: They're doing all this while dealing with 
plenty of storylines. Kris Letang had a stroke Nov. 28 and 
remarkably returned to the lineup last Saturday. While the 
Penguins welcomed a defenseman back, they also lost one 
when Jeff Petry (upper body) was placed on long-term 
injured reserve Tuesday. And yet, they just keep winning." -- 
Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

7. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (18-9-1) 

Total points: 129 
Last week: No. 9 
"I have the Lightning at No. 8 this week, and truth be told I 
probably should have had them higher. They're such a 
smart, well-coached team that knows exactly what it has to 
do and how it has to play to be successful when it matters. 
Steven Stamkos is playing some of the best hockey of his 
NHL career in his 15th season, and Anthony Cirelli coming 
back from offseason shoulder surgery has given them a 
huge boost. He's not the first name (or probably second or 
third) you look for in the Lightning lineup, but he impacts 
every phase of their game, and there's a reason they're 4-1-0 
with him back in the lineup heading into their game against 
the Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday (7 p.m. ET; 
BSSUNX, BSOH, ESPN+, SN NOW)." -- Adam Kimelman, 
deputy managing editor 

8. DALLAS STARS (17-8-5) 

Total points: 124 
Last week: No. 7 
"Jason Robertson is human. He has no goals in the past five 
games. Not to worry, I expect another red-hot streak from the 
Stars forward in due time, but his cold spell after scoring 21 
goals in 18 games from Oct. 27-Dec. 4 has not slowed the 
Stars. They have won three of their past four, including 4-1 at 
the Devils on Tuesday. I've been on the Dallas bandwagon 
all season. I think the Stars will be one of the most 
dangerous teams in the playoffs with their array of talent, 
skill, speed, experience, goaltending and ability to grind out 
games. I have them at No. 6 this week, below the Bruins, 
Maple Leafs, Devils, Penguins and Hurricanes. So, yes, I 
think they're currently playing like the best team in the 

Western Conference. They're 9-3-3 against teams from the 
West, including 6-2-3 in the Central Division." -- Rosen 

9. WINNIPEG JETS (18-9-1) 

Total points: 123 
Last week: No. 5 
"The Jets are one of the hardest teams to figure out each 
week in the Super 16. They are an elite team, tied with the 
Lightning for sixth in points percentage (.661) and two points 
behind the Stars for first in the Central Division. But there is a 
fear that their success is goalie-driven. Connor Hellebuyck is 
having a Vezina Trophy worthy season, tied with Igor 
Shesterkin of the Rangers for second in wins (14) with a .926 
save percentage and three shutouts. He has saved Winnipeg 
on more than one night. Otherwise, the Jets are in the middle 
of the pack in most categories on each side of the puck. 
There are questions about their depth and their ability to 
score on a consistent basis. Are they a playoff-caliber team? 
Sure. Are they a threat to run the table? Maybe, but that 
remains to be seen. More data points in a bigger sample size 
are needed." -- Shawn P. Roarke, senior director of editorial 

10. SEATTLE KRAKEN (16-9-3) 

Total points: 76 
Last week: No. 8 
"To be honest, I'm surprised the Kraken are No. 10. I had 
them 16th, behind the Washington Capitals, who have won 
five in a row and eight of 11 but didn't get enough points to 
get into the Super 16. I have enjoyed the Kraken's run. It's 
been impressive to see the growth in Year Two, but they 
have lost four of five since a seven-game winning streak and 
there are signs that they're fading. Too many goals against 
(21 in the past five games). Not enough offense (11 goals in 
the past five games, which includes a 5-2 win against the 
Florida Panthers). Their power play is 1-for-17, and their 
penalty kill has allowed five goals. This could be just a slump 
that the Kraken escape, but it could also be a team leveling 
out and becoming what we expected: Better than last season 
but not playoff ready." -- Rosen 

11. COLORADO AVALANCHE (15-10-2) 

Total points: 72 
Last week: No. 11 
"The Avalanche have points in three straight games after a 
4-0 loss at home to the Bruins last Wednesday, but I still 
don't think the reigning Stanley Cup champs are a top-10 
team given all the injuries they've faced this season, with 
center Nathan MacKinnon (upper body) the latest victim. 
Alexandar Georgiev is making the most of this opportunity to 
be a No. 1 goalie in the NHL, so when the injured players do 
return, Colorado could be a force again." -- Brian Compton, 
managing editor  

12. NEW YORK RANGERS (15-10-5) 

Total points: 59 
Last week: Unranked 
"The Rangers are coming around, passing some big tests 
along the way to win four straight games. They were down a 
goal going into the third period against the St. Louis Blues 
but came back to win. They had the unenviable task of 
playing consecutive road games against the Golden Knights 
and Avalanche and won them both. They were down 2-0 and 
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3-1 against the Devils on Monday but rallied to win 4-3 in 
overtime. Seven players have scored at least two goals in 
the past four games. Balance is key for the Rangers, who 
have another big test Thursday against the Maple Leafs. I 
didn't have them ranked last week because they didn't 
deserve it. The talent is coming around and consistency has 
to follow. They're in at No. 12 for me this week. I think they 
should be a top 10 team. Let's see if they can get there." – 
Rosen 
13. New York Islanders (17-12-1) 
Total points: 58 
Last week: No. 13 
"The Islanders have been inconsistent of late (2-4-1), but 
they had an impressive 6-4 win against the Devils on Friday 
and stood toe-to-toe in Boston, where the Bruins are 15-0-1, 
in a 4-3 shootout loss Tuesday. But part of that span was a 
7-4 loss to the Blues on Dec. 6 and a 3-0 loss to the 
Hurricanes on Saturday. The Islanders have a challenging 
week ahead. They continue a five-game road trip with visits 
to the Kraken (who defeated them 2-0 on Nov. 10), the 
Western Conference-leading Golden Knights, the Avalanche 
and the rival Rangers. Emerging from that five-game trip with 
more than 10 points (.500 points percentage) would give the 
Islanders a boost heading toward the Christmas break." -- 
Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

14. MINNESOTA WILD (16-11-2) 

Total points: 36 
Last week: No. 14 
"The Wild are slowly starting to win me over. I was quite 
skeptical of them at the start of the season, and they didn't 
do anything to change my opinion through the first 20 games 
when they were 9-9-2. But they've been better since, more 
along the lines of what I think a lot of other people thought 
they would be this season. They won four in a row by scoring 
goals, winning in the shootout twice and a nice rebound from 
subsequent back-to-back losses. They can score, particularly 
on the power play (25.0 percent, eighth). Kirill Kaprizov is a 
highlight reel show unto himself. They're getting some depth 
scoring, with forwards Connor Dewar and Sam Steel 
providing some unexpected offense. Things are better 
overall, but I'm still skeptical about where it goes from here. 
The field in the Central Division is crowded." -- Rosen 

15. EDMONTON OILERS (17-13-0) 

Total points: 29 
Last week: Unranked 
"The Oilers have played better as of late, going 7-3-0 in their 
past 10, but their consistency is why I have them No. 15 in 
my rankings They haven't been dominant on the road (8-6-0) 
or at Rogers Place (9-7-0). Their power play is the best in the 
NHL (31.5 percent), not surprising for a team with Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. But their penalty kill is on the 
other end of the spectrum (72.4 percent, 26th). They've 
allowed 3.40 goals per game (21st). Goalie Jack Campbell 
(4.04 GAA, .875 save percentage) hasn't been the answer 
the Oilers had hoped. I fully expect the Oilers to get going 
and get on a roll at some point, but thus far it's been a mixed 
bag. -- Tracey Myers, staff writer   

16. DETROIT RED WINGS (13-10-6) 

Total points: 17 

Last week: No. 12 
"For me, the Red Wings at No. 16 is the same as for the 
Oilers' ranking: the consistency factor. Though Detroit is 
much better this season than last season, it is 3-5-2 in its 
past 10 games, including 0-3-1 in its past four with a 
combined four goals. Forward Dylan Larkin, who leads the 
Red Wings with 27 points (10 goals, 17 assists), was out 
Wednesday with an undisclosed injury sustained in a 1-0 
loss to the Hurricanes on Tuesday. I still like what the Red 
Wings are doing, but they've fallen off a bit. It happens to 
most in an 82-game season, right? -- Myers 
Others receiving points: Washington Capitals 15, Los 
Angeles Kings 5, Florida Panthers 2 
Dropped out: Kings (No. 15), Nashville Predators (No. 16) 
HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  
AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Detroit Red Wings; 13. New York 
Islanders; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
New York Rangers 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Winnipeg 
Jets; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. New York Rangers; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Edmonton 
Oilers 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. New York Rangers; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Edmonton 
Oilers 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. New York Rangers; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Edmonton 
Oilers 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Dallas 
Stars; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
Colorado Avalanche; 10. Carolina Hurricanes; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. New 
York Islanders; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Detroit Red Wings 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. New York 
Islanders; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. New York Rangers; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Detroit Red 
Wings 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
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1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
New Jersey Devils; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Seattle Kraken; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. New York Islanders; 11. 
Seattle Kraken; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Detroit Red Wings 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. New 
York Islanders; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
New York Rangers; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Minnesota 
Wild 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 

Minnesota Wild; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. 
Seattle Kraken 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Toronto Maple Leafs; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. New York Islanders; 11. 
Seattle Kraken; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. New York Rangers; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Winnipeg 
Jets; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. New York Rangers; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Detroit Red Wings; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Minnesota 
Wild
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Hurricanes return home looking to stay hot vs. Kraken 

Now that the Carolina Hurricanes are finally gearing up for 
another home game, they want to keep the type of intensity 
that worked so well the past couple of weeks. 
"You win, everybody is going to be feeling good," Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I know we've won a few here 
and it's nice." 
Next for Carolina is a visit from the Seattle Kraken on 
Thursday night at Raleigh, N.C. 
The Hurricanes are 6-0-1 in their last seven games, including 
5-0-1 during their just-completed road trip. 
"What you can't do (is say), 'OK, we're going home and it's 
going to be easy,'" Brind'Amour said. "We're really going to 
have to fight that. We haven't played much at home, 
especially for a long time. We still have to make sure we're 
taking care of business." 
The Kraken have lost four of five games, the exception 
coming with Sunday's 5-2 win at Florida. That's the only time 
this month that Seattle has managed to score at least three 
goals in regulation. 
"No issue with mental toughness whatsoever," Seattle coach 
Dave Hakstol said. "If you're questioning the mental 
toughness of our group, you're dead wrong." 
The Hurricanes are back home for a game for the first time 
since Nov. 26. Carolina is returning to the ice following a 3-0 
win over the New York Islanders on Saturday and 1-0 victory 
over the Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday. 
That gave Pyotr Kochetkov three shutouts on the season, 
tied with Alex Nedeljkovic for the second most in a single 
campaign by a Hurricanes/Whalers rookie netminder. 

"That's the biggest takeaway, just how solid he has been 
through this whole stretch," Brind'Amour said. "The guys love 
playing for him. That's pretty clear." 
Given that Kochetkov is on a roll, he is expected to get the 
call against Seattle. He played in all six games of the road 
trip, a notable development considering that no Carolina 
goalie had played in more than two consecutive games all 
season until Kochetkov appeared in four straight beginning in 
mid-November. 
The Hurricanes won 5-1 on Oct. 17 at Seattle, with now-
injured Frederik Andersen in the net for Carolina. 
Seattle dropped a 6-2 decision at Tampa Bay on Tuesday 
night to fall to 1-2-0 on a road trip that wraps up at Raleigh. 
"We worked hard and had some decent spurts," Kraken 
forward Jaden Schwartz said. 
More consistency might bode well for the Kraken. 
"Our group pushed back pretty good throughout," Hakstol 
said. "When you take a minute or two to take a breath (it will 
cost you)." 
It all has come together lately for the Hurricanes. Their goal 
in the Detroit game came from defenseman Brady Skjei on a 
power play. 
"We have some really elite players that we can rely heavily 
on," Skjei said. "When guys chip in that aren't usually goal 
scorers, it obviously helps the team a ton." 
On Wednesday, the Hurricanes reassigned defenseman 
Maxime Lajoie to Chicago of the American Hockey League. 
--Field Level Media 
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About Last Night: The Pyotr Kochetkov Show 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Russian phenom has single-handedly stabilized the 
Hurricanes’ season in the most important position. 

Ask anybody in the hockey world what the most important 
position in the sport is and you’ll get the same, resounding 
answer: Goaltending. 
Goaltending is a fix-it patch that will cover up the majority of 
a team’s issues, but without reliable goaltending, it doesn’t 
matter if you have the best goal scorers in the game or if you 
allow less than 20 shots a game.  
It all comes down to the goaltending. Even just average 
goaltending can take a team far. but if you start getting good 
to truly elite goaltending, that’s when you become the team 
to beat. 
Pyotr Kochetkov is giving that kind of performance to the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 
According to MoneyPuck.com, Kochetkov saved 1.85 goals 
above expected in last night’s affair against the Detroit Red 
Wings, moving him up to 9.5 GSAx on the season, good for 
seventh in the league... when he’s only played 12 games this 
year. 
It was also his third shutout of the season, tying him for the 
league lead, and he became the first goaltender this season 
to post back-to-back shutout performances (Ilya Samsonov 
followed him up about one minute later) and first Hurricanes 
goalie to post back-to-back shutouts since Kevin Weekes in 
2003. 
While many had him tagged as the ‘Goalie of the Future,’ it’s 
now very apparent that he is actually the ‘Goalie of the 
Present.’ 
But the name of the game is consistency and longevity. Can 
Kocehtkov bring a stable presence to the net for Carolina, a 

team that has had 13 different netminders start at least one 
game over the last five seasons? 
Only time will tell, but he seems like a good bet. 
It will be interesting to see how Carolina handles the net 
once Frederik Andersen is back to being healthy. They’ll 
have three goaltenders up on the roster and it would make 
no sense to send Kochetkov down the way he is playing. 
Maybe they decide to carry three because of the injury 
concerns they’ve faced or maybe there is a trade down the 
line, but whatever happens though, for the time being, it is 
clearly Kocehtkov’s net. 
Also, remember when 11/7 was a death sentence for the 
Hurricanes in prior seasons? Like a guaranteed poor 
performance on top of a loss? 
Now they’re like, “Well we’re without our number one center 
and top defensive winger, so let’s go get it,” and then they go 
out and get two shutout victories on the road. Crazy stuff. 
And special teams was the difference in the game last night. 
A timely power play goal off a sick feed by Seth Jarvis, who 
has been heating up as of late with eight points in his last 10 
games, was what they have been lacking a bit of earlier in 
the season. 
Also good for Brady Skjei getting his first ever power play 
goal. He had played over 250 minutes on the power play 
(mostly with the New York Rangers), but had never had a 
power play goal until last night. 
He’s been a steady offensive provider over the last two 
seasons and already has two game-winning goals this year. 
Anyway, 11 out of 12 points on a season-long road trip is 
nearly a perfect result and with the Canes finally able to 
settle into some long homestands on the backend of the 
season, we should see some more consistent play. 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Division: Pittsburgh Penguins Get Hot 
By Zeke Lukow The Penguins have won 11 of their last 13 and the New 

Jersey Devils lost three straight for the first time this season 
1. New Jersey Devils: 44 Points (21-6-2) 

The New Jersey Devils had their road winning streak 
snapped at 11 games on Monday at the hands of the New 
York Rangers at MSG, just one game shy of tying their all-
time road game win streak.  
With their losses on Monday and last night against the Dallas 
Stars this is the first time that the Stars have lost three 
straight games this season. This is also the first time they 
have lost consecutive games since their first two games of 
the season. The Devils had the easiest schedule in October 
and November, and now they will see that difficulty ramp up. 
We will soon see whether or not the Devils can keep up the 
performance level against better teams.  
With no points last night, Jack Hughes's point streak also 
came to an end at eight games. Over those last eight games, 
he had eight goals and five assists. He now has 15 goals 
and 19 assists for 34 total points in 29 games. He is on pace 
to score over 100 points. He is one of three players that is 
scoring over a point per game pace along with Jesper Bratt 
and Nico Hischier.  

2. Carolina Hurricanes: 38 Points (16-6-6) 

The Carolina Hurricanes were not dealt an easy hand when 
they had 19 of their first 28 games on the road. The Canes 
have a lot to be happy about, earning 11 of 12 possible 
points in a six-game road trip. What is even more impressive 
is that they were able to pull this off without having Sebastian 
Aho for the last few games. It's a smart plan to keep him and 
Jesper Fast out to make sure they can be fully healthy for the 
doldrums of the season. The Canes now only have one more 
game on the road for the rest of the month and they will only 
have one month where they have more away games than 
home games, that being April.  
A big highlight for the Canes has been Pytor Kochetkov. With 
a 1-0 shutout last night Kochetkov is now tied for the most 
shutouts in the NHL with three despite only starting 12 
games so far this season. He is the first Canes goaltender to 
have two straight shutouts since Kevin Weekes in 2003 and 
the first this season to accomplish the feat. His 2.02 GAA is 
now third in the NHL for goalies who have played 10 or more 
games.  

3. Pittsburgh Penguins: 38 Points (17-8-4) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have rocketed up the standings due 
to their 11-1-1 record in their last 13 games. During this time 
goaltender, Tristan Jarry has a record of 9–0-2, with the 11-
game point streak being the longest of his career. This is 
also the longest point streak since Marc-Andre Fleury had a 
12-game point streak back in 2012. Since November 12, 
Jarry has a .934 save percentage which ranks third in the 
league in that span. Over the full season, he has a 7.54 
GSAA which ranks fifth. For context, the Cane's best goalie 
for GSAA is Pytor Kochetkov with 3.03.  
On Monday, Evgeni Malkin scored his 79th career game-
winning goal in a 2-1 win over the Dallas Stars. The goal 
came with just :35 left in the third period. He has now passed 
Jaromir Jagr for the second-most game-winning goals in 
Penguins history. Only Sidney Crosby has more game-

winning goals with 83. Malkin is now on a six-game point 
streak and has 29 points in 29 games this season.  

4. New York Islanders: 35 Points (17-12-1) 

Last week, defenseman Adam Pelech was sent into the 
boards head-first by Robert Bortuzzo. Pelech has now 
missed three straight games and is set to be re-evaluated 
today to see if he can join the team on their current five-
game road trip before they head west. Pelech is a huge loss 
for the New York Islanders who have had to promote Robin 
Salo to the top pairing alongside Ryan Pulock. Pelech ranks 
second on the Islanders in goals, with three, and third for 
total points with 11 in 27 games. He also ranks second on 
the Isles' defense in possession with a 50.34% Corsi.  
More than just the stats Pelech is a reliable player who can 
always soak up minutes against the opposition’s best 
players, but also run the play in the offensive zone. Heading 
into last night’s game, his 233 scoring chances still led the 
team despite playing two fewer games than Mathew Barzal 
who was second with 232. His 20:49 time on ice per game 
leads all Isles and his 2:56 short-handed time per game 
ranks only behind fellow defenseman Scott Mayfield.  

5. New York Rangers: 35 Points (15-10-5) 

Looking online at what fans are saying about the New York 
Rangers, it would be expected that they are in the throws of 
a massive losing streak and head coach Gerard Gallant is 
burning up on the hot seat due to his lack of lineup changes 
and scratching of Vitali Kravtsov. However, it has been the 
exact opposite for the Rangers who have now won four 
straight, including wins over the New Jersey Devils, Vegas 
Golden Knights, and the Colorado Avalanche. The Rangers 
may have had a slow start against the Devils but were 
powered to an overtime win by quick goals.  
One of the goals was scored by Kaapo Kakko, who the 
Rangers desperately needed to get going. Kakko now has 
two goals in his last three games to bring his season total up 
to five. He has been elevated to the first line playing with 
Alexis Lafreniere and Mika Zibenejad. The young wingers 
had previously been playing on the third line as a young 
guns line. The most recent switch-up saw the two young 
players move up and a shuffled the second line of Barclay 
Goodrow, Artemi Panarin, and Filip Chytil. That also shuffled 
Vincent Trocheck down to the third line. 

6. Washington Capitals: 34 Points (15-12-4) 

The big news out of Washington Capitals HQ is that owner 
Ted Leonsis has committed to Alex Ovechkin that the team 
will not rebuild with him on the roster. Ovechkin is hunting 
down Wayne Gretzky’s NHL goal record and is signed 
through the 2025-26 season with a $9.5 million cap hit. The 
Caps are having a rough year, but it was expected with their 
season-opening injuries. The Caps could have a much better 
roster next season if fully healthy.  
Ovi also stormed his way further into the record books last 
night, as he scored a hat trick against the Chicago 
Blackhawks to record his 800th NHL goal, becoming the third 
player to ever reach that milestone and placing him just one 
behind Gordie Howe and 94 behind Wayne Gretzky. 
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The Caps will be in a bit of a contract situation after this 
season though. They have 13 upcoming UFAs and three 
upcoming RFAs. The only top-six defenseman signed for 
next year is John Carlson meaning they would have to re-
sign players like Dmitry Orlov and Nick Jensen. They will 
return their entire top six of forwards and should be able to 
use their large group of young players to fill out their forward 
group. They will be an interesting team to watch at the 
deadline and in the offseason with $21 million of cap space 
this offseason and plenty of LTIR if Backstrom is unable to 
return this season.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 25 Points (9-14-7) 

The Philadelphia Flyers are now just 2-11-5 since the start of 
November and are 0-1-2 three games into their current four-
game road trip. The Flyers lost to the Arizona Coyotes on 
Sunday but in that game, Morgan Frost scored one goal and 
earned three assists.  
It is the first time that he had recorded three or more points in 
a game. That one game now equates for 40% of his 10 total 
points scored this season. Frost also logged over 20:00 of 
ice time for the second time this season. Frost is the most 
important winger for the Flyers for the remainder of the 
season. They need him to hit the next level in his 
development to have any hope in the future. 

The Sunday overtime loss was also set up by a Rasmus 
Ristolainen turnover. Ristolainen has still been held without a 
point this season in 23 games played. In his last six games, 
he also has a -6 rating. This is all in spite of playing on the 
top pairing with Ivan Provorov averaging over 20:00 per 
game in this time frame.  

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 22 Points (10-16-2) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets have been riding a real 
rollercoaster over the last week. Last Wednesday the 
Jackets lost 9-4 to the Buffalo Sabres, a game that saw Tage 
Thompson score a natural hat trick in the first period en route 
to a five-goal game. On Sunday they beat the Los Angeles 
Kings in overtime 6-5, where struggling center Jack Roslovic 
popped off with a two-goal, two-assist game and both Patrick 
Laine and Johnny Gaudreau scored goals. But then they 
were shutout 4-0 by the Florida Panthers last night. 
Starting goaltender, Elvis Merzlikins, also returned to action 
after being injured in mid-November. He earned his first 
back-to-back wins this past weekend which included his first 
win since October 20th. Merzlikins has struggled this season. 
Friday also marked the first time that Merzlikins had a save 
percentage over .900 when he stopped 19 of 20 shots faced.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article270005032.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-december-15-versus-seattle/c-338763196 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-december-15/c-338789170 
https://www.saltlakecitysun.com/news/273210017/hurricanes-return-home-looking-to-stay-hot-vs-kraken 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/14/23508994/about-last-night-the-pyotr-kochetkov-show-carolina-hurricanes 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/14/23508549/metropolitan-division-weekly-division-pittsburgh-penguins-get-hot-devils-

hurricanes 
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Riding Pyotr Kochetkov’s goaltending heroics, Hurricanes home after 
fruitful road trip 

 

Chip Alexander4-5 minutes 12/14/2022 

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour recently was asked if he 
keeps a close eye on the NHL standings. 

“You don’t really need to,” Brind’Amour said. “You know everyone wins in 
our division, so you just try to keep pace.” 

One way to keep pace is to go on a six-game road trip and post a 5-0-1 
record. That’s what the Canes did, finishing up the swing with a 1-0 
victory Tuesday over the Detroit Red Wings as goalie Pyotr Kochetkov 
had 27 saves, notching his second straight shutout. 

The Canes were back in Raleigh on Wednesday and held a limited 
practice at Invisalign Arena. Among the nine skaters was Max Pacioretty, 
who wore a non-contact jersey but went through his first practice session 
with the team since his preseason Achilles injury and surgery. 

Pacioretty is “certainly not close” to being able to play, Brind’Amour said. 
But it was another step in the right direction for the veteran forward, who 
had some zip on his shots Wednesday. 

“It’s good that at least he’s starting to get in the mix with the guys,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

As of Wednesday,, the Canes (16-6-6) were in second place in the 
Metropolitan Division, six points behind the New Jersey Devils. The 
Pittsburgh Penguins also have 38 points (in 29 games), followed by the 
New York Islanders (35 points) and New York Rangers (35), and the 
Washington Capitals (34). 

That’s a tight squeeze in the Metro. The Hurricanes have points in their 
past eight games and 12 of the past 13 games, and have gone 11-3-5 
away from home this season. That’s some strong stuff. 

Kochetkov, 23, has been a big part of it. He was recalled Nov. 8 from the 
Chicago Wolves of the AHL on an emergency basis when Frederik 
Andersen was sidelined with a knee problem. 

The question now is whether Kochetkov will go back. 

Kochetkov started all six games on the road trip. The Russian has played 
10 of the past 11 games with Andersen out. He has the back-to-back 
shutouts, blanking the Islanders 3-0 with 16 saves on Saturday, 

The callup has become the Hurricanes’ No. 1 goaltender. 

“At the end of the day he’s a real competitor,” Brind’Amour said Tuesday. 
“He wants to win. It shows in the way he plays, aggressively. The guys 
love playing for him, that’s pretty clear.” 

Kochetkov, called “Koochie” by his teammates, received one of the “C-5” 
T-shirts that Brind’Amour hands out — or throws — to the stars of the 
game after wins. 

The Canes will face the Seattle Kraken on Thursday at PNC Arena. 
Brind’Amour said center Sebastian Aho, who has missed the past two 
games with a lower-body issue, is doubtful to play. 
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Jared McCann keeps up pace for Kraken; two prospects named to Team 
Finland 

 

Kate Shefte By Kate Shefte  

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The Kraken offense hasn’t been able to keep up with 
demand the past two weeks. Seattle winger Jared McCann, who led the 
team in goals last season, is still making regular contributions. 

Kicking things off might be the better description. None of his team-
leading 13 goals has come in the third period, and none has been a 
game-winner. The majority have come early in the game. As of Tuesday 
night, McCann was tied for third in the league in first-period goals with 
eight. Only the Toronto Maple Leafs’ John Tavares (9) and Buffalo 
Sabres’ Tage Thompson (11) had more. 

McCann scored in four straight games (Oct. 21-27), and four games is 
the longest he’s gone without a goal this season. 

“Something I’ve been working on my whole career is trying to be 
consistent every single night,” McCann said Tuesday after another first-
period goal against the Lightning. 

In Tampa, Jordan Eberle blocked a shot and immediately took off with 
McCann on the other side of a 2-on-1. McCann made quick work of 
Eberle’s pass, tucking it between Andrei Vasilevskiy’s arm and leg before 
he could slide over. 

ADVERTISING 

“That goal I scored tonight was because of him,” McCann said of Eberle. 
“I’m very fortunate to be able to play with guys like that. It makes my job 
a lot easier. 

“Obviously I’m not the smartest guy in the world so I just try to go to the 
net when I have to, and shoot the puck when I can.” 

That goal trimmed the Lightning’s lead to 2-1. The Kraken (16-9-3) gave 
up three goals in less than four minutes and went on to lose 6-2. 

Brotherly love 

Cale and Haydn Fleury posed for an updated family photo after Tuesday 
night’s game, the former in a Kraken jersey and the latter in Lightning 
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blue. It was the third time in their NHL careers that the brothers faced 
each other and the 15th time this season that opposing teams included 
brothers. One instance was Nov. 1, when Chris Tanev’s Calgary Flames 
hosted brother Brandon Tanev and the Kraken. 

The Fleury brothers played together briefly and were even paired 
together last season in Seattle. They were both in the lineup for two 
games Feb. 1-2. 

Paired with Gustav Olofsson to start the game, Seattle’s Cale had a shot 
on goal, four hits and a blocked shot in 13:53 of ice time Tuesday. 
Haydn, who was listed as Tampa Bay’s seventh defenseman, played just 
seven seconds less than his brother and blocked three shots. He was 
seen grinning on the Lightning bench as Seattle’s Yanni Gourde got into 
a scrap with former teammate and Tampa Bay winger Pat Maroon in 
front of them. 

ADVERTISING 

Prospect update 

Two of Seattle’s 2022 draft picks were named to Finland’s roster for the 
upcoming 2023 World Junior Ice Hockey Championships. Goaltender 
Niklas Kokko and winger Jani Nyman were among the 25-man group. 

To no one’s surprise, Shane Wright was not among Team Canada’s final 
cuts. The Kraken rookie is one of a handful of players on loan from NHL 
teams, along with Arizona Coyotes forward Dylan Guenther and L.A. 
Kings defenseman Brandt Clarke. 

Washington will be well-represented on Team Canada. The 
Thunderbirds’ Reid Schaefer, Nolan Allan, Kevin Korchinski, and Thomas 
Milic, along with the Everett Silvertips’ Olen Zellweger, all made the final 
roster. 

1207632 Dallas Stars 

 

How Pete DeBoer connects Stars' Jason Robertson to childhood hero 

 

Matthew DeFranks4-5 minutes 12/14/2022 

 

NEWARK, N.J. — As Jason Robertson becomes a greater household 
name in hockey circles, Tuesday’s visit to New Jersey offered a look 
back instead of a glance toward Robertson’s future as a superstar in the 
NHL. 

See, Robertson’s favorite team as a kid was the Devils — at first 
because he liked the logo, and then because he loved Ilya Kovalchuk. It 
also just so happens that the only person to coach both Robertson and 
Kovalchuk is current Stars coach Pete DeBoer. 

DeBoer coached the Devils for four seasons, including a trip to the 
Stanley Cup Final in 2012, where New Jersey lost to Los Angeles. 
Robertson was 12 years old. 

“I was like the biggest Devils fan,” Robertson said. “I was devastated 
when they lost, not only did they lose, they lost to LA, where I’m from. 
That was sad. I was a sad kid when that happened.” 

In current times, Robertson has hit a rare rough patch in production 
following his 18-game point streak that set a Dallas Stars record. He has 
not scored a goal in the last five games, which is the second-longest goal 
drought of his young career. In March 2021, Robertson went nine games 
without scoring but did post nine assists during that span. 

A slowdown was expected after Robertson’s ripping start to the season, 
but he’s still second in the league with 23 goals and fourth with 43 points. 

On Tuesday, during a 4-1 Stars win over the Devils, Robertson had the 
secondary assist on Roope Hintz’s eventual game-winning goal in the 
final seconds of the second period. 

Before the game, DeBoer was asked about any similarities between 
Kovalchuk and Robertson. 

“I don’t know if there’s similarities,” DeBoer said. “That was a different 
era. I remember when I coached Kovalchuk, he led the NHL in forward 
ice time. I think he was the only forward on the top 10 list for ice time. I 
was playing him 24, 25 minutes a night. He was an absolute horse out 
there, that was in his prime, he was an elite player and did everything 
well: explosive, dynamic. 

“Jason’s a different player. He doesn’t have that engine to be a 25-
minute a night guy, but more of a silent assassin. Just quietly as effective 
as making the other team pay when they make a mistake.” 

During Kovalchuk’s two seasons with DeBoer, he had 114 points in 114 
games and his 23:51 of average ice time was the most among forwards. 
Of the top 55 most-used players in those two seasons, Kovalchuk was 
the only forward. 

Robertson said he did not have any Devils jerseys growing up, but he 
had t-shirts and maybe a sweater. But he did have a Kovalchuk Fathead 
hanging on the wall. 

“He’s a pure sniper,” Robertson said. “Nasty. It was hard not to [be a fan]. 
When they got him, it was watching someone who could take one-timers, 
get up the ice, rip it and do everything. Score goals.” 

Robertson got to play against Kovalchuk in February 2020, when 
Kovalchuk was on the Canadiens. (“I played against him, so that was 
neat,” Robertson said.) It was Robertson’s second career NHL game. 
Kovalchuk would play only 10 more games in his NHL career. 

Robertson also said he skated with Kovalchuk in Los Angeles during the 
pandemic. 

Ovechkin still chasing history: Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin can tie 
Gordie Howe with 801 career NHL goals by scoring once against the 
Stars on Thursday night. 

Ovechkin reached 800 goals with a hat trick Tuesday night in Chicago, 
joining Wayne Gretzky and Howe as the only NHL players to score 800 
goals. Gretzky holds the all-time record with 894 goals. 

Kyrou traded: Stars prospect Christian Kyrou was traded within the 
Ontario Hockey League on Wednesday, going from Erie to Sarnia in 
exchange for a defenseman and five draft picks. 

The Stars selected Kyrou in the second round of the 2022 draft, and he 
leads all OHL defensemen with 1.33 points per game. The 19-year-old 
right-handed defenseman drew comparisons to John Klingberg from the 
Stars amateur scouting staff. 
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Minor league report: Nailers beaten by Fuel 

 

Seth Rorabaugh1-1 minutes 12/14/2022 

 

Forward Cédric Desruisseaux had a goal and an assist for the Wheeling 
Nailers in a 6-4 road loss to the Indy Fuel at the Indiana Farmers 
Coliseum in Indianapolis on Wednesday. 

Goaltender Tommy Nappier made 31 saves on 36 shots for Wheeling 
(11-11-0-0) which has lost three of its past four games. 

Highlights: 

The Nailers’ next game is a home contest against the Fuel on Friday, 
7:10 p.m. 
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Settlement reached in lawsuits over sale of Penguins to Fenway Sports 
Group 

 

Seth Rorabaugh2-2 minutes 12/14/2022 

 

A pair of lawsuits over the sale of the Pittsburgh Penguins to Fenway 
Sports Group have been settled according to a statement from a law firm 
that represented the plaintiff. 

In mid-December of 2021, Wildfire Productions, L.P. — which was part of 
the Team Lemieux LLC group that previously owned the franchise — 
sued to block the sale of the Penguins to Fenway Sports Group after it 
had alleged its consent rights have been ignored in the transaction. 

Wildfire Productions L.P. brought suits against Team Lemieux LLC in 
Delaware and Fenway Sports Group in Western Pennsylvania. 

Fenway Sports Group formally took over the Penguins on Dec. 31, 2021. 

In a statement, Daniel Shapira, counsel for Wildfire Productions, L.P. 
said an agreement was reached “with Team Lemieux LLC, Fenway 
Sports Group, and others to resolve all disputes between them. As part 
of the settlement, the NHL has approved the sale of Wildfire’s limited 
partner interest, and Wildfire no longer owns any interest in the 
Penguins. Wildfire wishes FSG and the Penguins the best of luck going 
forward.” 

A Penguins spokesperson declined comment. 

Terms of the settlement were not revealed. 
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Mark Friedman, Danton Heinen eager to be inserted into Penguins' 
nightly lineup 

 

Justin Guerriero4-4 minutes 12/14/2022 

 

Mark Friedman is well past his first rodeo when it comes to being called 
up from the AHL. 

Friedman, 26, was drafted by the Philadelphia Flyers in 2014 and made 
his NHL debut in the spring of 2019. 

Nearly two years ago, in February of 2021, the Pittsburgh Penguins 
claimed him off waivers and, after appearing in a handful of games with 
the team during the covid-shortened campaign, he truly got his feet wet 
last season, playing in a career-high 26 games. 

Recalled Tuesday from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, Friedman will make his 
season debut with the Penguins, who are in need of reinforcements on 
the blue line following Jeff Petry’s undisclosed injury that landed him on 
long-term injured reserve retroactive to Dec. 11. 

As he now will factor into the Penguins nightly lineup for the foreseeable 
future, Friedman is eager to demonstrate what he’s learned over the past 
several seasons bouncing between the AHL and NHL. 

“I think not just last year, but every year I’ve been a professional so far, 
I’ve definitely taken something out of it,” Friedman said. “Last year, 
especially, being around the group I was around — obviously, you’ve got 

future Hall-of-Famers in (Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang) 
and I’m sure there’s probably a couple other guys. To be a part of this 
group every day last year … even though I wasn’t playing every game, I 
still got better.” 

For coach Mike Sullivan, Friedman presents a viable option on the 
penalty kill in addition to a player who, regardless of his 5-foot-11, 185-
pound stature, takes pride in being physical. 

While the Penguins benefit regularly from the scrappy play of forward 
Josh Archibald, Friedman has the potential to match Archibald’s 
peskiness on the blue line and in the defensive zone. 

“(Friedman) is a very good player,” Sullivan said. “He’s a real mobile guy, 
his skating is one of his biggest strengths, he defends really hard, he’s a 
good penalty-killer (and) he brings a little edge to his game. 

“…We believe he’s a guy that can help us win games. He’s played really 
well in Wilkes-Barre.” 

In 19 games with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton this season, Friedman has 
posted a goal and four assists. 

Heinen skates with Malkin 

The Penguins will trek onward not only without Petry but also forward 
Jason Zucker, whom Sullivan listed Wednesday as week-to-week with an 
undisclosed lower-body injury. 

Zucker’s absence creates a hole at left wing next to Malkin, and on 
Wednesday at the Penguins’ practice in Cranberry, Sullivan filled it with 
Danton Heinen. 

Heinen showed promise earlier in the season, racking up three goals and 
three assists over the Penguins’ first five games. Following an extended 
pointless streak in November, he has been relegated to a healthy 
scratch, playing in two of the team’s six games this month. 

While disappointed, Heinen has looked at things as an opportunity to re-
calibrate. 

Now, he’ll look to take advantage of returned regular playing time. 

“You’re always trying to get better and learn,” Heinen said. “I think in that 
aspect, it’s more of a reset to take a step back. It builds a fire under you, 
for sure, and when you get a chance, you’ve got to be ready.” 

In 24 games played this season, Heinen has three goals with seven 
assists. 
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Penguins brace for 'longer-term' absence of Jeff Petry; Jason Zucker out 
week to week 

 

Justin Guerriero4-5 minutes 12/14/2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins knew they’d be down a man on their upcoming 
two-game road trip to Florida and Carolina after defenseman Jeff Petry 
was placed on long-term injured reserve Tuesday. 

But when the Penguins took the ice for practice Wednesday morning 
minus Jason Zucker, the team appeared at risk of being without a top-six 
forward against either or both Eastern Conference opponents. 

Zucker briefly exited Monday’s win over Dallas after blocking a shot in 
the second period before returning in the third period. 

On Tuesday, the Penguins recalled defenseman Mark Friedman and 
forward Drew O’Connor from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. 
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Friedman’s presence is clear-cut: to plug the hole created by Petry’s 
absence on the blue line. With Zucker’s status unknown, O’Connor’s 
purpose was more opaque. 

Coach Mike Sullivan provided clarification on Zucker and a Petry update 
Wednesday, neither of which proved to be favorable for the Penguins. 

Zucker, who has six goals and 14 assists in 27 games, is out week-to-
week with an undisclosed lower-body injury. Petry, per Sullivan, will be 
out “longer-term.” 

Neither player will travel on the upcoming road trip, but Sullivan said 
surgery won’t be required for Petry or Zucker. 

“That is what it is,” Sullivan said. “… We’re hopeful that we’re not going to 
lose them too long here. We’ve got other guys that we’re going to put in 
the lineup. We believe we’ve got capable guys. We have enough to win. 
It’s going to provide opportunities for others to step up and play more 
significant roles. Our guys have to embrace that challenge.” 

In Zucker’s place, Danton Heinen skated as Evgeni Malkin’s left wing on 
the Penguins second line, flanked by Bryan Rust. 

Heinen, who scored three goals and had three assists over the Penguins’ 
first five games of the season, battled through an extended slump that 
saw him go pointless for 11 straight games into mid-November. 

While teammate Kasperi Kapanen took a turn as a healthy scratch in 
November, that has been Heinen’s reality recently, as he has played in 
just two of the Penguins’ six games this month. 

He was a healthy scratch for the Penguins’ 2-1 win Monday, but Heinen 
posted an assist Dec. 9 against Buffalo, the last game he played. 

“You don’t want to be out. You want to be in there helping the guys,” 
Heinen said. “All I can do is keep working hard, keep a good mindset and 
be ready when called up. Sadly, I’ve been through this before, but you’ve 
just got to learn from your experiences, try to handle it and be better.” 

How O’Connor will factor into the equation remains to be seen. 

This is his second call-up of the season, as he spent three games with 
the Penguins early in November. At the time, he was skating primarily on 
the fourth line but centered the third line in Jeff Carter’s absence against 
Boston on Nov. 5. 

Petry being sidelined comes right as the Penguins’ blue line appeared to 
be back to full health, given the speedy return of Kris Letang after his 
stroke at the end of November. 

The 34-year-old Petry had averaged 22 minutes, 20 seconds of ice time, 
with three goals and nine assists through 28 games. 

Friedman presumably will play his first NHL game of the season 
Thursday against the Panthers. 

During practice Wednesday, Friedman skated with P.O Joseph and was 
subbing in and out of the Penguins’ second penalty-kill unit. 

Recognizing his 5-foot-11, 185-pound frame will overpower few, 
Friedman nonetheless is excited to demonstrate his physicality when 
given the chance over the next few weeks. 

“I know I’m not the biggest guy, but I know I can use my skills, my assets, 
my speed and being a little pest out there at times to get guys off their 
game but not hurting our team,” he said. “I’ve just got to find the fine line 
and be effective every time.” 
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Mark Madden: Alex Ovechkin deserves respect, but is he worthy of top-5 
all-time status? 

 

Mark Madden4-4 minutes 12/14/2022 

 

After putting his previous four goals into an empty net, Alex Ovechkin of 
the Washington Capitals got three past a goalie Tuesday night, the last of 
those giving him 800 on his career. 

There’s no belittling Ovechkin’s empty-net success. They don’t ask how; 
they ask how many. 

After Mario Lemieux put goal No. 600 into an unoccupied cage, he was 
asked if doing so disappointed him. “Not at all,” Lemieux responded. 
“That’s how I got to 600.” 

Ovechkin got to 800. Next stop is 802, which pushes him past Gordie 
Howe into second place on the NHL’s all-time list. After that, it’s on to 
895. That would surpass Wayne Gretzky and make Ovechkin hockey’s 
top marksman ever. 

A few disclaimers: Howe also scored 174 goals in six World Hockey 
Association seasons. The WHA wasn’t the NHL. But it wasn’t chopped 
liver, either. (Gretzky also scored 46 WHA goals.) 

If Lemieux would have stayed healthy, he would have scored 1,000 
goals. 

But as Ovechkin continues his ascension at 37 — he is on pace for 52 
goals — it’s appropriate to consider his place in hockey history. (He’s 
fortunate to have won one Stanley Cup, in 2018, because that would 
otherwise be a huge blemish.) 

Is Ovechkin the top finisher of all time? 

That’s different than being the top goal scorer. That’s determined solely 
by the numbers. Ovechkin is going to be that. 

Players like Lemieux and Mike Bossy were silky smooth finishers who 
would often pass the puck into the net. That’s not to underestimate their 
guile and versatility. 

Lemieux had power, too. A big shot. He scored every way you can score: 
Quite literally so on Dec. 31, 1988. 

Ovechkin is like a metronome: Pow! Pow! Pow! Pow! He just fires that 
cannon over and over, the left half-wall on the power play being his spot. 

But Ovechkin is also superb around the net, where his physicality pays 
off. His skating makes him a constant threat off the rush. 

Ovechkin’s durability is a huge part of his success. He crashes, he 
bangs, he bullies, he gets stuck in, but he has missed more than five 
games in a season only twice. 

Where does Ovechkin rank among hockey’s best? 

That’s a frisky debate. Ovechkin is primarily a goal scorer. He has netted 
50 goals in nine seasons and the equivalency once more in a shortened 
season. He hasn’t had 50 or more assists since 2010-11 and hasn’t hit 
the 100-point mark since the season prior. 

Ovechkin isn’t lazy defensively but isn’t known for it. He is a physical 
force who can apply a breakneck, physically damaging forecheck. 

When Ovechkin eclipses Gretzky’s goal record, though, it’s difficult to 
deny him his place near the very top. 

But it’s impossible for me to jump Ovechkin over Lemieux, Bobby Orr, 
Gretzky and Sidney Crosby. Perhaps he slots in at No. 5 all time, 
replacing Howe. 

Crosby and Ovechkin have been compared constantly since entering the 
NHL together in 2005. 
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Ovechkin is a better goal scorer and a bigger hitter. Crosby is superior at 
everything else and has won more. He scores a lot, too. Advantage 
Crosby. 

But Ovechkin has been a worthy opponent. He looks and sounds like a 
pantomime Russian movie villain, but that’s part of the fun. He seems to 
have won the respect of Pittsburgh hockey fans. He has always had 
mine. 

The Capitals next play at PPG Paints Arena on March 25. Mark that date 
and remember to give Ovechkin the standing ovation he deserves. 

Ovechkin isn’t Crosby. But he’s close. 
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Penguins' health luck takes turn for worse with Jason Zucker, Jeff Petry 
sidelined 

 

Andrew Destin5-6 minutes 12/14/2022 

 

The Penguins’ good fortune with injuries through the first two months of 
the season has caught up with them. 

Following Wednesday’s practice at the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex 
in Cranberry, coach Mike Sullivan said forward Jason Zucker is going to 
be out week to week with a lower-body injury he suffered in Pittsburgh’s 
2-1 win against the Dallas Stars on Monday night. Zucker, who did not 
skate for Wednesday’s practice, will not travel for the Penguins’ 
upcoming road games against the Florida Panthers and Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday and Sunday, respectively. 

“We feel for Zuck because he’s played extremely well for us this year,” 
Sullivan said. “He’s finally put a string of games together where he’s 
been in the lineup for a number of games. It’s been a struggle since he’s 
been a Penguin just keeping him healthy, so we’re hopeful we’re not 
going to lose him for too long here.” 

Since joining the Penguins in February 2020 following a trade with the 
Minnesota Wild, Zucker has missed 59 games, including 41 last season. 
He exited Monday night’s contest late in the second period but returned 
to action for the third period. Zucker, who is fourth on the team in points 
with 20 on six goals and 14 assists, had a pair of dimes in the Penguins’ 
latest victory. 

During Wednesday’s practice, Danton Heinen joined Evgeni Malkin and 
Bryan Rust on the second line. Heinen was a healthy scratch in five of 
the Penguins’ last seven games. 

“He’s a guy that we can plug into the top six, and we believe he’s capable 
of having success there because of his offensive instincts and scoring 
ability,” Sullivan said of Heinen. 

In addition to Zucker, the Penguins will be without defenseman Jeff 
Petry, who was moved to the long-term injured reserve, retroactive to 
Dec. 11, with an upper-body injury. Petry will not be eligible to return until 
Jan. 8, when Pittsburgh faces the Arizona Coyotes. 

Without Petry, the Penguins have turned to defenseman Chad 
Ruhwedel, who has grown quite familiar with being called upon in a 
pinch. A player who’s been in and out of Pittsburgh’s lineup over the 
years depending on the team’s injuries, Ruhwedel has drawn the 
admiration of fellow defensemen like Brian Dumoulin for his ability to step 
into whatever role Sullivan needs him for. 

“That’s something that is a skill. A lot of people can’t do that. A lot of 
people need those reps, and they need those game reps,” Dumoulin said 
of Ruhwedel. “Obviously, he wants that, but it’s definitely a plus for us to 

have him on the team, knowing that he’s coming in our lineup and he’s 
just as dependable as if he was playing every game.” 

Now, it appears Ruhwedel will be a regular for the foreseeable future. 
He’s already gotten his fair share of playing time this season with 12 
games under his belt; when Kris Letang was out for five games after 
having a stroke, Ruhwedel stepped in and produced a plus-minus of 
three. 

Without Petry for Monday’s win against the Stars, Ruhwedel was pressed 
into action and logged 15 minutes of ice time operating alongside Pierre-
Olivier Joseph. The two formed a duo while Letang was sidelined, and 
Joseph is expected to continue being paired with Ruhwedel. 

“I think he’s doing an unbelievable job,” Joseph said. “Breakouts are easy 
with him, and we communicate really well on the ice. I’m definitely 
gaining a lot of experience with him, also.” 

Dumoulin similarly pointed to how Ruhwedel allows the other 
defenseman in a pairing to get started a little earlier on an offensive rush. 

Albeit in less playing time than his teammates, Ruhwedel has been on 
the ice for the highest percentage (70.97%, per Natural Stat Trick) of 
high-danger scoring chances in the Penguins’ favor relative to such 
opportunities by the opposition. By no means does the statistic point to 
Ruhwedel being the best defender on the squad, but it certainly shows 
Ruhwedel hasn’t been a defensive liability when he’s on the ice. 

Ruhwedel has stayed true to his identity of being a defense-first 
defenseman, which has helped the Penguins amid their current six-game 
win streak. 

“When you get on little runs like this, it’s defense that allows you to be 
consistent,” Ruhwedel said. “That’s definitely been a point of emphasis, 
eliminating those high-quality scoring chances against and then using 
that defense to give ourselves some really good chances.” 

The defense will need to continue its high level of play, considering 
Petry’s absence has quickly been coupled with Zucker’s. Ruhwedel 
believes he and the rest of the defensemen are up to that task. 

“We have confidence that we’re going to do our jobs, forwards are going 
to do theirs and it’s going to lead to more time in the offensive zone,” 
Ruhwedel said. “We know if we take care of our end, it’ll lead to good 
things.” 
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‘Feel for Zuck’: Penguins Injury Bug Bites Zucker, Petry 

 

Published 16 hours ago on December 14, 2022By Shelly Anderson  

 

An old, familiar but decidedly unwelcome friend has sprung up for 
Pittsburgh Penguins winger Jason Zucker – the injury bug. 

Zucker will be out on a week-to-week basis because of a lower-body 
injury, Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said after Zucker missed practice 
Wednesday at the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex. 

Zucker will not travel with the club for a trip to Florida and Carolina. He 
left Monday’s game against Dallas briefly, but his return apparently belied 
the severity of his injury. 

Zucker joins defenseman Jeff Petry, who went on LTIR on Tuesday 
because of an upper-body injury, as the club’s injury contingent. 

Sullivan said neither look to require surgery, but both could be out a 
while. 
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Zucker has had significant injuries the past few seasons, notably core 
muscle surgery last January after he gutted through a length of time 
hindered by the injury, and surgery for a broken leg in December 2019 
when he was with Minnesota. 

“We feel for ‘Zuck’ because he’s played extremely well for us this year, 
and he’s finally put a string of games together where he’s been in the 
lineup for a number of games,” Sullivan said. “It’s been a struggle since 
he’s been a Penguin just keeping him healthy.” 

Zucker, 30, looked to finally be the player the Penguins expected during 
his healthy stretch. He has six goals, 20 points in 27 games playing on 
Evgeni Malkin’s left flank on the second line. 

“He works so hard, is such a good skater, such a good forechecker that 
he just makes it so much more difficult for other teams’ defenses,” Bryan 
Rust, currently the right winger on that line, said. “He puts so much 
pressure on them, causing turnovers, and then he gets chances or 
creates plays or create offense, he’s obviously skilled enough to (finish).” 

All indications are that Danton Heinen, who has been a healthy scratch 
frequently lately, will fill in for Zucker. He practiced in Zucker’s spot on 
the second line Wednesday and on the second power-play unit. 

“We know he’s a good player,” Sullivan said of Heinen. “We know he’s 
going to get in the lineup; we know he’s going to be a big part of this 
team. 

“He has great offensive instincts. He’s a guy that we can plug in in the 
top six.” 

On defense, P.O Joseph could see more playing time with Petry out. 
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(UPDATE) Penguins Practice: Jason Zucker OUT Week-to-Week 

 

Published 18 hours ago on December 14, 2022By Shelly Anderson  

 

Second-line winger Jason Zucker was the only unexpected absence 
Wednesday at Pittsburgh Penguins practice at the UMPC Lemieux 
Sports Complex. 

Zucker, who seemed to have beaten his streak of injury bad luck so far 
this season, left Monday’s game against Dallas briefly but returned. 

Update: after practice, coach Mike Sullivan confirmed Zucker will be out 
of the Penguins lineup on a week-to-week basis. 

Also not on the ice was defenseman Jeff Petry, who on Tuesday was 
placed on LTIR because of an upper-body injury. 

Defenseman Mark Friedman and forward Drew O’Connor, who were 
recalled from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League, 
were on the ice. 

The Penguins wore their yellow Winter Classic helmets. 

Thursday,  the team opens a two-game road trip against the Florida 
Panthers. 

Danton Heinen, who has been a healthy scratch recently, filled in for 
Zucker on the second line with Evgeni Malkin and Bryan Rust. 

Here are the lines and pairings: 

Jake Guentzel-Sidney Crosby-Rickard Rakell 

Danton Heinen-Evgeni Malkin-Bryan Rust 

Brock McGinn-Jeff Carter-Kasperi Kapanen 

Ryan Poehling-Teddy Blueger-Josh Archibald 

(Drew O’Connor) 

Marcus Pettersson-Kris Letang 

Brian Dumoulin-Jan Ruuta 

P.O Joseph-Chad Ruhwedel 

(Mark Friedman) 
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Dan’s Daily: Penguins’ Bad News on Petry, Ovechkin Beer Bath for 800 

 

Published 21 hours ago on December 14, 2022By Dan Kingerski  

 

Bo Harvat released a statement regarding rampant NHL trade rumors. 
Pittsburgh Penguins defenseman Jeff Petry was indeed injured on 
Saturday near the end of the win over the Buffalo Sabres, and he’ll be 
out for at least 24 days. Alex Ovechkin reached rarified air and got a beer 
bath for his accomplishment. The investigation into the 2018 Team 
Canada sexual assault is reaching the home stretch, and Ryan Reynolds 
met with Gary Bettman about the Ottawa Senators sale. 

Maximum effort, Deadpool. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: I had a suspicion this would happen. Even as 
Jeff Petry stood at his locker stall and kind of shrugged that he was OK 
after going down in pain on Saturday, it just seemed to have every 
earmark of breaking news later. Sure enough — Mark Friedman and 
Drew O’Connor were recalled, and Jeff Petry is on LTIR. 

What about re-signing Evgeni Malkin vs. what everyone wanted, Vincent 
Trocheck? What is one issue the Penguins will face in the second half? 
Check ’em out in the Pittsburgh Penguins one-timers. 

As Dave Molinari noted, the Penguins are emerging. They have 13 wins 
in 17 games and points in 15 of those 17. And after the patient defensive 
win over Dallas, it doesn’t matter what style opponents want to play, the 
Penguins can win. 

NHL Trade Talk, News & National Hockey Now: 

Washington Hockey Now: Sammi Silber has full coverage of the big 
night. Great players create great moments, and within sight of 800 goals, 
Ovechkin ripped a hat trick to get there in a win over Chicago. Check this 
out — his teammates were waiting with a Bud Light beer bath for Alex 
Ovechkin goal 800. 

Ovechkin is just the third player in NHL history to get to that mark. Here 
is #800 

And waiting for Ovi in the locker room was Nick Backstrom. Those two 
have played over 1000 games together, and Backstrom set up 278 of 
Ovechkin’s goals, the fourth-best combo in NHL history. All around, it 
was a special night for the Washington Capitals. 

It’s pretty amazing that you and I have been there for perhaps the 
greatest superstar tandem/rivalry in NHL history. Sidney Crosby and Alex 
Ovechkin. In the same division. Same rookie year. One might be the 
greatest goal scorer ever, and one just might be the greatest all-around 
player ever. 

And the Penguins were one ping-pong ball away from having both 
(though getting Evgeni Malkin was the better result for building a team). 
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NYI Hockey Now: The NHL trade chatter is exploding in Vancouver. Bo 
Horvat seems to be on the radar of several teams. And the New York 
Islanders should be one. 

Philly Hockey Now: Bash brothers. I KNOW Penguins fans, despite when 
the Flyers ratchet up the physical play (partly because the Penguins 
usually can’t respond in kind and because the Penguins are the 
recipients of the worst of it). Ariel Melendez notes a couple of young 
players are bringing back the Philly Flyers “identity.” 

Dallas Hockey Now: Oh, what could have been? The Penguins play 
Florida tomorrow. They could have been facing Jason Robertson in 
Florida — a little nugget was revealed. Florida was lying in wait to snag 
Robertson in the second round of the 2017 Draft. Then … one pick 
before them, surprise! The Dallas Stars grabbed him. 

TSN: This really won’t help, but Bo Horvat released a statement that he 
won’t address the NHL trade rumors swirling around him. 

TSN video: Gary Bettman addressed numerous topics at the Board of 
Governor’s meeting, including the investigation with is almost completed 
into the 2018 Team Canada sexual assault allegations. 

And here’s Gary Bettman on Ryan Reynolds’s potential involvement in 
Ottawa Senators ownership. 

Vegas: Watch this? The Golden Knights are decimated by injuries, 
including Shea Theodore and Jack Eichel. Some rookies are getting a 
shot. Ready prospect Daniil Miramanov scored his first NHL goal in a win 
over Winnipeg. But — no celly for the Vegas Golden Knights? 
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NHL99: Tony Esposito, the shutout king, pioneered a new style of play 
for goalies 

 

Jesse Granger 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Hall of Fame goaltender Tony Esposito is better known as Tony O, with a 
capital “O” because it resembles a zero. 

That’s what the scoreboard often read for the opposition after a game 
against the NHL’s shutout king. 

In Esposito’s rookie season with the Chicago Blackhawks in 1969-70, he 
set the modern-era record with 15 shutouts, a record that still stands 52 
years later. 

Shutout is a special word among goalies. Many won’t dare speak it in the 
midst of one. It’s perfection, pursued by anyone who’s ever stood in the 
crease, and no one has ever done it more times than Esposito did in his 
first year. 

The number is almost unfathomable. It was nearly three times the total of 
the next-closest goalie that season (Hockey Hall of Famer Ed Giacomin, 
with six). Many greats have gone their entire careers never reaching 
double-digit shutouts in a single season. It’s even more impressive 
considering that Esposito played only 63 games that season. That’s one 
shutout for every 4.2 games. 

He did it with a style of goaltending that was rare at the time, leaving 
shooters bewildered as he dropped to his knees to turn their best shots 
away with ease. 

Esposito didn’t invent the butterfly technique but was one of its earliest 
pioneers. He grew up in an era in which goalies modeled their game after 
the great Jacques Plante’s stand-up style, but Esposito was an innovator. 
He watched revolutionaries Glenn Hall and Roger Crozier closely, 
adapted their butterfly styles with his exceptional athleticism, and took 
the league by storm. It forever changed the way the position was played. 

“In my day, when you shot the puck low on the goalie’s stick side, you’d 
score,” said Hockey Hall of Famer Denis Savard, who played four 
seasons in Chicago with Esposito. “The goalies never went down. They’d 
just come out to take the angle away. In our day, that was the shot. If you 
could shoot low, stick side on the goalie, just a couple inches off the post, 
you were pretty much guaranteed a goal. With Tony, that was a routine 
save for him.” 

How crushing it must’ve been to a shooter’s confidence to place a shot 
perfectly only to watch Esposito nonchalantly kick the puck aside with his 
leather pads. 

“He was a smart goalie,” Savard said. “He was a great teammate, a great 
man and he was unbelievable.” 

The first shutout of Esposito’s legendary rookie season came on Oct. 25, 
1969, against the team he began his NHL career with — the Montreal 
Canadiens. He played 13 games for the Canadiens the season prior 
while two goalies were out due to injury, but was eventually claimed off 
waivers (known at the time as the intra-league draft) by Chicago the 
following summer. 

Chicago was coming off a last-place finish in the Eastern Division in 
1968-69. The Blackhawks had plenty of scoring punch, led by Hall of 
Famers Stan Mikita and Bobby Hull, but regularly finished near the 
bottom of the league in defense and goals allowed. 

After two straight losses to open the season, the Blackhawks traveled to 
Montreal to take on the defending Stanley Cup champions. Esposito shut 
out the Canadiens, stopping all 30 shots he faced. It was the start of what 
would be one of the best seasons by any goalie in league history. 

“I don’t like the stand-up style myself because I feel you get caught out of 
position too much,” Esposito wrote in a book he co-authored in 1972 
titled, “We Can Teach You to Play Hockey.” 

“(In the stand-up style), instead of backing into the goal, you’re moving 
out of the net as the shooters approach. When you move out and they 
make a pass across the net, I feel you give the pass receiver an open net 
to shoot at.” 

In the early 1970s, dropping to the ice was strongly discouraged by many 
coaches. Not only was it seen as poor form, it was incredibly dangerous. 
Goalies had limited padding on their chest at the time, and almost none 
on their arms. 

“There weren’t many guys that defied the strictures of Jacques Plante’s 
stand-up style, and dared to be hit in the chest and head because the 
gear just wasn’t there,” said former NHL and Team Canada Olympic 
goalie Darren Eliot, whose career spanned the 1970s and ’80s. “That 
dictated a lot of the ways we played. You charged out. You tried to take 
the vertical angle away. You tried to get it on your pads before the puck 
got up high. As you’re charging out, what did shooters do? They shot 
low, because it’s hard to move your feet when you’re not set.” 

Esposito sprawled into the butterfly, flaring his legs out wide to take away 
the bottom of the net and forcing shooters to find other ways to score. 
Hockey sticks of that era weren’t designed to shoot high. They didn’t 
have the dramatic curves often seen on the blades of today’s sticks. 
Perhaps more importantly, players didn’t grow up learning to target the 
top corners of the net — and Esposito took advantage. 

“I don’t remember anybody else playing that way,” Savard said. “Today, 
you watch all of the kids play and they all shoot up high. They’re taught 
from a very young age to shoot top corner because the goalies play that 
style.” 
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Esposito posted shutouts on back-to-back nights on three separate 
occasions that season. As the end of the regular season neared, and 
with the Blackhawks battling with the Bruins for the top spot in the 
division, Esposito elevated his play. From March 22-29, he led Chicago 
to a 3-0-1 record with three shutouts in four games, stopping 109 of the 
110 shots he faced. 

Of the 15 clean sheets Esposito posted in 1969-70, the two against the 
eventual Stanley Cup champion Bruins were probably most impressive. 
In playing Boston, Esposito wasn’t just facing the highest-scoring offense 
in the NHL. He was facing his older brother — and Hall of Famer — Phil 
Esposito, who also happened to lead the league in goals that season. 

The season before, while playing for Montreal, Tony Esposito gave up 
two goals to his older brother in a loss to the Bruins. Going back further 
than that, Phil Esposito wrote in the book, “The Brothers Esposito,” that 
the reason his younger brother played goalie in the first place was the 
two would often compete against each other, and whoever scored fewer 
goals would have to play goalie. According to Phil, Tony always lost. 

It worked out for Tony in the end. On Jan. 17, 1970, he stopped all 36 
shots he faced — including four from his older brother — to lead Chicago 
to a 1-0 win over the Bruins. He’d shut the Bruins out again two months 
later in a 0-0 tie on March 11. 

“When I was younger, I was a stand-up goaltender,” Tony Esposito wrote 
in his book. “I feel I could still play that way, but I think I’m more effective 
playing my up-and-down style. I call this aggressive goaltending. You 
attack the puck.” 

Esposito’s attacking style was effective but it didn’t come without its risks 
and required courage with the lack of protective equipment. 

“Some of it was self-survival, the stand-up style,” said Wayne Thomas, 
who played goal in the 1960s and ’70s for the Canadiens, Maple Leafs 
and Rangers before retiring and becoming one of the first-ever goalie 
coaches, and eventually an executive with the San Jose Sharks. 

“I can remember my first year in the pros in the minors, where guys could 
really shoot but didn’t know where it was going. I couldn’t lift my arms 
above my shoulders because I had so much bruising. My lymphatic 
system was so full of blood, trying to remove all this bruising, that I 
couldn’t lift my arms.” 

Esposito was as innovative with his equipment as he was making saves. 
Perhaps most recognizable to fans were the metal bars he had fastened 
to his white mask to add additional protection after a shot nicked his eye 
early in his career. 

The metal bars that framed his mask — mangled by pucks, sticks, and 
Esposito’s pliers that he’d often use to make his own adjustments — 
were his most visible equipment innovation, but they weren’t the most 
impactful. Esposito is believed to have invented what’s often referred to 
as a “cheater” on the catching glove with a homemade creation of tape 
and plastic. 

At that time, most goalies wore the Cooper GM 21 model glove, which 
wasn’t much more than a baseball mitt with a small collar around the 
wrist. 

“You’d get hit in the wrist a lot and it would hurt,” Thomas recalled. 
“Especially (Esposito), because he was blocking a little bit more than just 
catching. He, and others, started taping pieces of sponge fiber on top to 
protect it. Self-made cheaters.” 

Esposito didn’t stop there. Because there were no defined rules on how 
big the equipment could be, he taped a large piece of plastic to his wrist 
area. It actually looked similar to modern-day catching gloves with the 
extended blocking area that protrudes over the wrist. 

“He added protection, and he was smart enough to make not just 
protection but also blockage,” Thomas recalled. “He used to have a huge 
piece of plastic taped on that glove that made it twice as big. Plus, who 
knows what he had under the sweater, but no one really checked or 
thought about it.” 

“I never saw it, but I’ve heard the story quite a few times that he put 
netting between his pants so you thought you’d scored but the puck 
would get caught in the netting,” Savard said with a chuckle. “He got 
caught, supposedly, in the All-Star Game.” 

Esposito did anything and everything he could to keep the puck out of the 
net. His competitive fire and innovation defined his Hall of Fame career. 
Esposito was forward-thinking and ahead of his time in many ways. Not 
only in his technique and equipment ideas, but also in the way 
approached the game mentally. 

Jacques Caron’s playing career spanned 1959–74, but he’s most well-
known for the goalie coaching he did afterward. He coached Devils 
legend Martin Brodeur throughout his entire career. Caron knew Esposito 
well, and recalls a specific conversation between the two in a bar in the 
’70s. 

“I told Tony, ‘I don’t understand how you stop all of those pucks. I really 
don’t,’” Caron recalled. “’You don’t have a style I can copy, or teach 
somebody else, because it’s your own.’ 

“He told me, ‘It’s my secret.’” 

After a few more beers, Caron told Esposito he aspired to be a goalie 
coach, and wanted any advice he could pass on to his future pupils. 
Caron said eventually Esposito cracked. 

“‘It’s my preparation,’” Caron recalled Esposito telling him. “’They call it 
the five-minute segment. I look at the clock and I say to myself, they’re 
not going to score in the first five minutes. I feel it, I know it in my mind, 
and I see the puck better because I believe it. You do this the whole 
game. The game will become shorter and you’ll challenge yourself.’” 

Caron passed that lesson onto a young Brodeur, and while Brodeur 
never broke Esposito’s single-season shutout record, he did post the 
most shutouts in NHL history over his career, with 125. 

In today’s game, extreme preparation and focus prior to games are the 
standards in the NHL. Most goalies don’t perform interviews on game 
days, and often prefer to be left alone by teammates as they sharpen 
their focus leading up to puck drop. Esposito had a similar routine. 

“I remember during my rookie year, seeing Tony lay all of his equipment 
out in front of him at his locker stall,” Savard recalled. “I was walking 
through the room and I kind of jumped over his equipment and somebody 
yelled at me. The guys were telling me you can’t do that. You have to go 
around it. Don’t even think about jumping over his equipment. 

“That was his space. On game day there was no talking. No dialogue at 
all. He was getting ready. That was one thing that impressed me the 
most was his preparation.” 

Esposito believed strongly in visualization and positive thoughts, not only 
to help his own game but his teammates as well. Savard recalled one of 
his favorite stories from his time playing with Esposito, in the fall of 1983. 

“We were on the road in St. Louis,” Savard said. “I’m going through a 
little slump, and really having a tough time. I’m not finding the net and not 
making things happen. At the time we all flew commercial, and as we 
landed Tony said ‘Hey, Denis, when we check in drop your bag and 
you’re coming with me. We’ll go for a beer and talk about life, and 
everything else.’” 

Savard was only 22 at the time, coming off a 121-point season where he 
torched the NHL but had yet to score that year. 

“I went with him for a beer and we talked about what was going on in my 
head,” Savard recalled. “I told him I feel bad because I’m not playing well, 
and I went on and on. He told me I need to relax. This isn’t a sprint, this 
is a marathon. I remember those words. We take it one shift at a time, 
one period at a time and one game at a time. He told me, ‘You’ll break 
through this. You’re too good not to,’ and kind of built me up.” 

Over the next three games, Savard scored seven points, including the 
first hat trick of his career Oct. 15 in Toronto. 
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“He was a pretty good talker,” Savard said. “He just pumped me up. He 
was one of those teammates that I was lucky to have.” 

In 1969-70, Esposito led the NHL in wins (38) and save percentage 
(.932). His incredible 39.62 goals saved above average paced the 
league, with Bernie Parent’s 19.05 a very distant second. Esposito’s 
heroics earned him an All-Star selection, the Calder Trophy, the Vezina 
Trophy and he finished second in Hart Trophy voting to Bobby Orr. 

It was one of the most impressive seasons by a goalie in league history, 
and one of the best by a rookie regardless of position. 

Esposito did it his way. A lot of it worked so well it eventually became the 
way. 
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Gary Bettman’s surveys, renaming NHL awards, Rod Brind’Amour’s 
workout: DGB Grab Bag 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

From the headlines 

Gary Bettman made headlines this week when he defended the league’s 
foray into digital board ads. While many fans have complained that the 
animated ads are distracting and often glitchy, Bettman pushed back on 
the subject, calling it a “non-issue” and insisting that the league’s internal 
polling proves that fans actually find games more watchable with the new 
ads. 

That struck many of us as odd. Sure, some fans don’t mind the board 
ads and everyone understands the desire for more revenue, but it’s hard 
to imagine how they’d made the game-watching experience better. But 
Bettman says he has the polling to back it up. Will he show us the 
numbers? No he will not, but when has he ever given you a reason not to 
trust him? 

In an effort to turn this controversy into a teachable moment, I had my 
spies at the NHL head office infiltrate the market research department. 
They were able to smuggle out a list of Gary Bettman’s tips for keeping 
your finger on the pulse of your fan base. 

Make sure your approval ratings stay over 50 percent by always 
remembering to give yourself a loser point for bad answers. 

Fans are far more likely to agree with the statement “Nobody delivers a 
consistent board experience quite like the NHL” if you read it to them out 
loud and they mishear the word as “bored.” 

If you think a fan’s answer might be wrong, just subject it to a long and 
tedious review process before overturning it without any explanation. 

It’s like your mom used to tell you: If they don’t like you the way you are 
then they’re not your real fans and you shouldn’t care about what they 
say. 

Experienced marketers will tell you that focus groups can often be primed 
to give more positive responses if you offer them a few encouraging 
words beforehand, such as “it would be a shame if anything happened to 
the Olympics again” and “nice league you have here, sure hope nobody 
comes along and locks everyone out for no reason.” 

When in doubt, just tell any angry fans that you have a trade to 
announce. 

Consider making sure hockey fans feel at home by constantly 
interrupting them every few minutes with another gambling ad. 

If the feedback about those new digital board ads is really negative and 
you need some time alone, consider finding someplace where you can 
just go and completely disappear for a while, like right in front of one of 
those new digital board ads. 

Hey this one might sound weirdly specific, but if you ever decide to solicit 
feedback from New Jersey Devils fans, maybe don’t do it on live 
television a few days after you tried to move their team to Nashville. 

Before you look at the final results of any fan survey, be sure to run the 
numbers by whoever it is that keeps telling you that hockey is financially 
viable in Arizona. 

While it’s important to concentrate your surveys on your most important 
customers, maybe try occasionally asking for feedback from literally 
anyone who isn’t Jeremy Jacobs. 

Whatever you do, don’t include any Flyer fans in the survey, because no 
matter what you ask them they only ever scrawl “help me” on every page. 

When in doubt, just say that 90 percent of the audience was actually 
cheering you. 

If anyone accuses you of not listening to your fans, just pull out this line 
graph of your approval ratings over the years and show them how it 
always points … wait, has that really been upside down this whole time? 
Oh no. Oh man. 

The three stars of comedy of the week last few weeks or so 

The third star: This linesman — I get why he’d be upset, but not sure why 
he’s yelling at Alexander Volkov. He’s been out of the NHL for two years. 

Puck hits the linesman right next to an ice-level mic lmao 
pic.twitter.com/zxBbL51zlI 

— Ryan Hana (@RyanHanaWWP) December 7, 2022 

By the way, A+ no-sell by the announcer there. 

The second star: This Wild fan — I know it’s a few weeks old but I can’t 
get “PUT SOME APOXIE IN” out of my head. 

This fan was NOT happy about the ice maintenance delays in the 
Leafs/Wild game.   pic.twitter.com/SHsr7fYHWk 

— TSN (@TSN_Sports) November 25, 2022 

If that isn’t the go-to suggestion for every Minnesota Wild problem from 
now on then I don’t know what to tell you. 

The first star: Roman Josi’s haircut — NHL team social media comedy 
skits are almost always death, but this one hits it out of the park. 

The Captain speaks out after this weekend’s devastating loss 
pic.twitter.com/90zjvpnnI4 

— Nashville Predators (@PredsNHL) December 5, 2022 

Three highlights: 

– The delivery on “I have a lot of questions, but numbers one, how dare 
you” is pretty fantastic. 

– I really need someone to explain what’s happening with the 
microphone here. 

– You might miss it the first few times, but the highlight of the video is the 
Tampa Bay Lightning getting absolutely wrecked for no reason. 

Be It Resolved 

The NBA is overhauling some of its major awards, updating them for the 
modern era by naming some after stars like Michael Jordan and Hakeem 
Olajuwon who are familiar to current fans. Predictably, that’s led to a 
debate over whether the NHL should do the same. After all, most of our 
awards are named after the trophy’s original donor or members of the old 
boys’ club. Should we be honoring legends like Wayne Gretzky and 
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Gordie Howe instead? Or is this a case where the league should stick 
with its history rather than chase the latest fad? 

And my answer is … meh. That feels weird, because this seems like 
exactly the sort of thing I should have a strong opinion about, but I can’t 
quite summon one. I guess my feeling is that I’m fine with the old names, 
but also wouldn’t object to an update. 

As far as which awards would be named after who, I think Hailey and 
Other Sean pretty much nailed it with their picks. A lot of them would be 
pretty straightforward, although the Selke gets tough since Patrice 
Bergeron is still playing and Bob Gainey, even though he was the original 
inspiration for the award, didn’t really have the sort of point totals that 
voters seem to insist on these days. Other than that, most of them are 
easy enough. Wayne Gretzky for the Art Ross, Bobby Orr for the Norris, 
Wendel Clark for the Hart … the obvious stuff. Beyond that, I don’t have 
especially strong opinions. 

Except for one: No renaming the Rocket Richard. 

We don’t need to. It’s the only one that’s already named after a star 
player. Sure, Rocket Richard was an Original Six era star who most of 
today’s fans never got to see, but that’s all the more reason to honor his 
name. The same will be true of Gretzky some day, but unless we want to 
rename these things every decade or two, that’s the sort of thing we’re 
signing up for. 

And yes, there will be calls to rename the Rocket after Alexander 
Ovechkin, especially after he breaks Gretzky’s all-time record next week. 
That’s tricky, because he’s still active (and unlike Bergeron, probably for 
years to come), not to mention how his politics might play. It might be 
better to wait a bit on Ovechkin. If the league drags its feet on this, 
maybe it’s not an issue five or 10 years down the line. But if we want to 
do it now, let’s pass. Hey, in a few years maybe we can put a player 
name on the various first-team all-star positions, which would let us cover 
off Ovechkin, Nicklas Lidstrom and Sidney Crosby. 

But don’t touch the Rocket Richard. It’s one that the NHL definitely got 
right, and we don’t get to see that happen often. 

Obscure former player of the week 

Hey, speaking of renaming the awards, this week’s obscure player is 
Dave Ritchie. 

If the name sounds familiar, it might be because you’re an older 
Canadian and you’re thinking of the longtime CFL coach who was 
recently inducted into the league’s Hall of Fame. This isn’t the same guy, 
and our Dave Ritchie wasn’t a Hall of Famer. But he was a pretty good 
defenseman way back in the earliest days of the pro game, having 
starred with the NHA’s Quebec Bulldogs before joining the Montreal 
Wanderer’s for the NHL’s inaugural season. And he has a very cool claim 
to fame: He scored the first goal in NHL history, one minute into the 
league’s first game. 

If you know your history books — which make a great holiday gift, by the 
way — then you know what comes next. The Wanderer’s arena burned 
down after four games, causing the team to disband. Ritchie joined the 
Senators for the rest of the season, then had single-season stops in 
Toronto and Quebec before returning to Montreal to play a few games for 
the Canadiens in 1920-21. That made him one of the first (and maybe 
even the first) players to be able to say that they had played for every 
NHL franchise that had ever existed, a club that it’s safe to say won’t be 
adding any new members anytime soon. 

After a few more part-time seasons with the Canadiens, Ritchie ended 
his NHL career with 15 goals and 21 points in 58 games. He was only 
credited with six assists, which was a reflection of a time when they often 
went unrecorded. But it was one of those helpers that ties him back to 
the awards debate: Back in that first game in 1917, Ritchie was credited 
with the assist on a second-period goal by teammate Art Ross. That 
would be the only goal, and in fact the only point, in the brief NHL career 
of the man for whom the scoring title is named. Yes, the man whose 

name is synonymous with scoring in the NHL only ever managed a single 
point. And Dave Ritchie was the man who set it up. 

Classic YouTube clip breakdown 

We’re almost at the end of another year, which means that soon it will be 
time to make some New Year’s Resolutions. Have you been thinking 
about getting into better shape? Would you like to watch a video of a 
young Rod Brind’Amour that will make you feel like that’s completely and 
utterly hopeless? 

Thanks to the indispensable NHL History Girl for posting this video a 
while back. If you don’t already, make sure to follow her on Twitter, 
unless you’re not on Twitter, in which case please teach me. 

So yeah, Rod Brind’Amour likes to work out. You’re probably already 
aware of that, if you’ve heard any of the stories about him and/or ever 
looked at the guy. This is a story that first aired during his playing days, 
during the 2006 Stanely Cup Final against Edmonton, and it should go 
without saying that it’s going to get weird. 

We start off with a zoom-in on Brind’Amour, followed by teammates who 
are either complimenting him or terrified of him. You can absolutely 
admire Brind’Amour’s dedication, but doesn’t it feel like he’d be a 
miserable teammate if you’re the sort of guy who likes to enjoy a donut 
every month or so? Nathan MacKinnon might insist that all his 
teammates eat 20 lb bags of chickpea pasta but at least he doesn’t make 
them curl them first. 

The camera work gets a little uncomfortable here, but we can handle it. 
It’s a workout video, so we’re going to get some lingering shots of delts 
and biceps. I think we can all agree that we’ll be fine as long as they 
don’t go for a super-awkward closeup of his left nipple and yep there it is, 
you can’t unsee that now. 

“He works as hard as any professional athlete in the world” says 
Hurricanes GM Jim Rutherford, which is the most words I’ve heard him 
string together all year without dropping in a shot at Bruce Boudreau. 

We also get to hear from an adorably young Eric Staal. Hey, do you 
notice how everyone but the athletic trainer are having their sound bites 
cut off midsentence? I’m betting that’s because he was the only one who 
didn’t immediately add “and the bad man scares me.” 

We finally hear from Brind’Amour, and he immediately drops some 
motivational poster wisdom about quitting that makes you feel bad about 
yourself. A highlight package of his playoff work runs over more 
superlatives about his work ethic. We also get to meet Justin Williams, 
who’s so young that his hair has yet to achieve self-awareness. 

Is it sad that 12-year-old Rod Brind’Amour had a more committed 
workout routine than I’ve ever had? You know what, don’t answer that. 

Standing on a balance board, wearing ski boots, dropping weights and 
then catching them in mid-air. As one does. 

We hear from another teammate, this time fellow future head coach 
Doug Weight. He says some very complimentary things, but is 
interrupted when Brind’Amour bursts into the room because he heard 
there was a Weight in there that he hadn’t lifted yet. 

Weight gives us what is unquestionably the accidental highlight of the 
whole clip when he tells us “I think he has something in his body” 
followed by the producers doing an immediate smash cut to a Lance 
Armstrong clip. Um, no guys! Trust me! I’m from the future and this will 
not age well! 

We close with a story of Brind’Amour in college getting locked out of the 
exercise room and then committing a break-and-enter so he could work 
out anyway, which again, very normal behavior. 

And that’s it for our clip. The epilogue here is that the Hurricanes won the 
Final, followed by Brind’Amour clean-and-jerking the Cup out of Gary 
Bettman’s hands in a moment that a majority of fans polled by the NHL 
said definitely didn’t make the commissioner look wimpy at all. 
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Brind’Amour is now the Hurricanes’ head coach, partly because he loves 
the franchise but mostly because he didn’t want to lose access to their 
weight room. His nipple could not be reached for comment. 

Have a question, suggestion, old YouTube clip, or anything else you’d 
like to see included in this column? Email Sean at [email protected]. 
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How Matty Beniers became a Calder frontrunner — and changed the 
Kraken’s fortunes 

 

Hailey Salvian 

 

SEATTLE — Matty Beniers wanted to set the record straight. 

Yes, he put in a ton of work in the offseason. Yes, he gained weight. No, 
it was not 11 pounds. 

That’s the number that’s been thrown around the last few months to 
quantify the leap he’s made from a college standout with the University of 
Michigan to an everyday NHL center for the Kraken. 

“I definitely saw some really nice results from good hard work in the 
summer,” Beniers told The Athletic. “I would say it was more like seven-
ish pounds. Ten maybe. Ten on a good day!” 

It was a game of telephone from one interview at training camp that 
fluffed the final number. Whether it was seven, eight or 11 pounds 
doesn’t really matter, does it? 

The weight he gained is a tangible example of the work Beniers has put 
in to emerge as a Calder Trophy candidate and catalyst for the Kraken’s 
early success after their abysmal 30th-place debut. 

Of course, adding Andre Burakovsky and Oliver Bjorkstrand to the mix, 
and getting players like Brandon Tanev and Jaden Schwartz healthy has 
helped turn things around, as have other offseason improvements. 

But make no mistake: Year 2 in Seattle has been about the arrival of 
Beniers — what he brings to the lineup today, and what he’ll mean to the 
NHL’s newest franchise for the next decade or so. Today, he’s a Calder 
candidate. Down the line? If Beniers’ first 38 games in Seattle are any 
indication, there’s more to come. A lot more. 

“You’re seeing a young player that has a lot of ability that’s going to grow 
into a leader and a great player, I believe, in this league,” said Seattle 
head coach Dave Hakstol. 

It shouldn’t be a surprise that Beniers has held his own at the NHL level. 
He’s made plenty of jumps in his career and has seldom looked out of 
place. 

That experience, Beniers said, has helped his transition. 

“The NHL is a big jump, everyone is obviously really good, but I think I 
was expecting that and was pretty prepared with all the hockey that I’ve 
played with being in college and then playing overseas and playing with 
older guys before,” Beniers said. “I think I was well prepared in that 
sense.” 

That ability — to learn and find comfort while leveling up — is part of 
what sold Seth Appert on Beniers in the first place. 

At 15, Beniers was a good player for Milton Academy, a Boston-area 
prep school. He was small, though, with a late birthday and a growth 
spurt that hadn’t hit, which stopped him from being a lock for the 2018 
U.S. under-17 team. 

Appert, then a coach with the U.S. National Team Development 
Program, decided to invite Beniers to a practice with his 2000 birth year 
group. 

“He was out there against guys two years older than him, guys that have 
been in the weight room for a couple years at the program,” said Appert, 
now the head coach of the AHL Rochester Americans.  “It’s not an easy 
assignment.” 

Still, Beniers held his own against 17-year-olds — like K’Andre Miller and 
Joel Farabee who, a few months later, would be taken in the first round. 

“His competitiveness and his intelligence really showed through even in 
that tough environment,” said Appert. “It was very clear to me after he 
was on the ice with us that he could make the national team for the next 
season.” 

He made the U.S. NTDP that spring and officially moved to Plymouth, 
Mich., in the summer. It wasn’t long before his next jump. 

After a solid U17 campaign, Beniers was the only player called up to a 
U18 roster that featured Cole Caufield, Trevor Zegras, Jack Hughes and 
other 2019 NHL draftees. There were U17 players who outproduced 
Beniers, but, according to John Wroblewski — the coach of the U18 team 
at the time — Beniers “was by far and away one of the better players.” 

With the U18 team, Beniers scored 20 points in 20 games — playing on 
the wing, up and down the lineup — and added two goals at the U18 
World Junior Championship en route to a silver medal. 

“The U18 team was a pretty special group,” said Wroblewski. “And he 
held his own very nicely.” 

Beniers played the 2019-20 season with the under-18 team, once again 
ahead of his draft class, this time alongside the country’s top 2020 draft 
eligibles. He led the team in goals and was a near-point-per-game player. 
But it wasn’t his production that stood out. 

“As skilled as he is, when he was with us, Matty helped you win games in 
every other way,” said Appert. “He wins puck battles at an extraordinary 
rate. He hunts pucks down at an extraordinary rate. He’s very good in 
hard areas in traffic. He’s very good on the penalty kill. He’s an excellent 
defensive player. It’s all those things combined together with his skill and 
intelligence that made him special.” 

By the time Beniers was done at the U.S. program, Appert was sure that 
he’d be a first-round pick. One year later, after his freshman season, 
Beniers was drafted second overall — the Kraken’s first draft pick. One 
year after that, he was in the NHL. 

How did that happen? 

First, Beniers made the decision to go to Michigan after committing to 
Harvard University. With the Ivy League season canceled due to COVID-
19, he needed somewhere consistent to play in his draft year. 

Once he got to Michigan — still only 17 years old — Beniers wanted to 
exclusively play center. That required extra work he was happy to put in 
as being effective at a premier position certainly wouldn’t hurt his stock. 

“His game just kept developing and I think that’s just because of his work 
ethic and his approach,” said Bill Muckalt, an associate coach with 
Michigan. “He’s a student of the game, and he always wants to get 
better. He watches a lot of video, he’s cerebral, he’s got a passion for the 
game, he’s invested in it. 

“His motor’s always going so you’re gonna get the same from him every 
day. Whether it’s practice or a game, he’s got one speed.” 

Beniers matched up against top lines, played on special teams, excelled 
in transition and exhibited solid two-way play as a full-time center. He 
was an important piece for one of the best NCAA rosters. 

It was no surprise to his coaches that he was selected to play at the 
World Junior Championships, an under-20 event, as a recently-turned 
18-year-old, the youngest player on the team. Then, after a freshman 
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campaign that shot him up to No. 6 in NHL Central Scouting’s North 
American rankings, Beniers carved out a role on the men’s Team USA 
roster that won bronze at the 2021 World Championships. 

“Both of those experiences were great for me,” said Beniers. “It’s not the 
NHL, but you’re definitely playing against bigger, older, stronger guys 
and it’s a faster pace and you just kinda have to adapt to that and learn 
how to play and be effective in those types of games. 

“Those were definitely two earlier examples of getting used to playing 
against older guys like that, and it definitely helped moving forward.” 

In Year 2 at Michigan, Beniers made strides on offense, scoring 20 goals 
and 43 points in 37 games. Muckalt wanted Beniers to minimize the 
amount of stick handling he did before shooting, focusing on getting 
shots off before opposing goalies could get set. 

Beniers didn’t need to be told twice. He worked on his release after every 
practice that week for about 15 minutes, though Muckalt says “he’d have 
stayed on the ice all day” if you’d let him. By Friday night, Beniers scored 
a goal off a quick release in the slot; the goalie had no chance. 

“It was a cool moment,” said Muckalt. “He put the work in and it clicked 
right away. It’s a credit to him, for being able to incorporate something 
(that important) into his game. In the National Hockey League, goalies 
are so good. You have to get a shot off so quickly.” 

Another call-up to the national team saw Beniers play against men at the 
2022 Olympics in Beijing. He scored one goal and two points but gained 
more valuable experience. Back with Michigan, Beniers played 
meaningful NCAA hockey, leading his team to the Frozen Four. The 
Wolverines lost in the semifinals against Denver, which prompted 
another big jump. 

Beniers says he spent four days on the phone with his parents weighing 
whether to go pro or return to college. He opted into his entry-level 
contract and reported to Seattle to much fanfare. 

See you soon  pic.twitter.com/r2mFOEeoK3 

— Matthew Beniers (@Matty_Beniers10) April 10, 2022 

“Some people think, ‘Oh it was easy, you knew you were going,’ but 
when it came down to actually making the decision after the season was 
over, it was definitely really tough for me,” said Beniers. “At the end of the 
day, I made the decision to move on based on how the year went and 
what we saw in terms of my development.” 

In a 10-game taste in the NHL, Beniers looked as dynamic and confident 
as a 19-year-old could in that situation. He scored three goals and nine 
points. 

“It was the end of the year, but it was obvious that he was pretty 
comfortable with us,” said Hakstol. “Not only did he fit in, but he was 
ready to be there and find success.” 

Hakstol wasn’t alone. Beniers felt it, too. 

“You never really know if it’s the right decision (to make the jump),” he 
said. “When you’re there and you’re able to have success, you’re like 
‘Maybe this was the right decision. Maybe I do fit in here.’” 

Beniers walked out of his exit meeting with Hakstol knowing where he 
stood and what his coach expected. Add some weight, and get stronger. 
That was the key message heading into his first full NHL season, where 
he’d be matching up against bigger, older players on a nightly basis. 

“There’s a certain drive about him to improve and get better in every way 
that he can,” Hakstol said. “That’s one of the things that stands out about 
Matty.” 

Beniers came into camp with more muscle — 10 pounds on a good day 
— and a sense of his competition. The difference between this year and 
last, though, is that Beniers isn’t just making a cameo. He’s an everyday 
NHL center now, a new challenge for him to meet. 

“It’s a whole new season and everyone is right in the mix and every team 
is going 110 percent,” he said. “You’re not getting any off nights. That’s 
definitely been a little harder, but I think watching video with coaches, 
getting used to it more and just playing more games, you’re just bound to 
get better at it over time.” 

According to Beniers, his transition to the NHL is still “a work in 
progress.” And while it’s true that the 20-year-old is not a finished 
product, he’s probably selling himself short. 

Beniers is already a solid two-way center who plays with a high tempo, 
hunts pucks, has excellent vision and creates separation with his foot 
speed, particularly off the rush. He ranks second behind only Jordan 
Eberle in offensive zone carry rate among Kraken forwards, according to 
Corey Sznajder’s tracking data. 

“He wants the puck and when he has it on his tape, he can skate very 
well through the middle of the ice, which opens things up for his 
linemates and it’s so easy when you have a center that does that,” said 
Kraken teammate Yanni Gourde. “He reminds me a little bit of Brayden 
Point the way that he skates through the middle of the ice with the puck, 
heads up, and always with speed. It’s fun to watch.” 

Hakstol called Beniers a good two-way, 200-foot player, which isn’t 
something you always hear about players just entering the league. Many 
center prospects start on the wing before moving to the middle, where 
the defensive responsibility is greater. 

“It’s tough to ask for a young guy who just turned 20 (on Nov. 5),” said 
Hakstol. “The physical challenges are great. But the mental side can be 
even tougher. When you’re playing up the middle and shouldering the 
responsibility and you’re doing it every day against great players, the role 
can get heavy. 

“He’s ready for the physical challenge of being in the NHL as a 
centerman every day,” he added. “But the thing that really stands out is 
his confidence and his readiness maturity wise. That’s what makes him a 
good player on a daily basis.” 

Muckalt played 256 games in the NHL. He knows how difficult the 
transition can be. But he’s not surprised at all by Beniers’ success. 

“(To) have that kind of responsibility from a defensive aspect, it’s a big 
deal,” he said. “But he’s a player that earned trust from our staff from Day 
one. He’s reliable and he’s got really good details in his game, and he 
learns. He’s not going to make the same mistake over again. He’s very 
coachable, and very knowledgeable.” 

According to Gourde, Beniers is already a more complete player. 

“It’s tough sometimes for young players to know the responsibility of 
playing low as a center, and managing the puck, but he’s matured a lot in 
his first 30 games,” he said. “He’s doing an unbelievable job at making 
sure he has all these things taken care of.” 

Beniers has put a lot of work into the details of his game: Being better in 
the face-off circle, being in the right spots to support his defenders, and 
being generally responsible on both sides of the puck. 

  at work. pic.twitter.com/EXre40pZhh 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) December 6, 2022 

“There’s a lot of guys who have skill offensively,” he says. “But being able 
to shut down the top line or play well defensively, that’s really hard work.” 

Beniers is fourth among Kraken forwards in defensive zone starts and 
face-offs, which indicates the trust Hakstol has in his young center. 
Beniers starts around 54 percent of his shifts in the offensive zone, but 
he’s not being sheltered too dramatically. 

For the season Beniers has earned 54 percent of the expected goals, 
and 56 percent of the actual goals, which tells us he’s not getting 
hemmed into his own zone too often. And only Jared McCann — one of 
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Beniers’ common linemates — has allowed fewer expected goals against 
per 60 among Seattle forwards. 

According to The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn and his GSVA model, 
Beniers’ defensive impact is projected to be better than 92 percent of the 
players at his position. He’s also projected to be worth 2.2 wins over an 
82-game season, which would make Beniers the most valuable player on 
the Kraken by GSVA. 

“He does everything right,” said Gourde. “And that’s what you need to do 
at this level.” 

Perhaps lost in the praise for Beniers’ work ethic, two-way play and 
determination are his savvy passing and quick release in the slot. 

Welcome to the Matty Beniers show   pic.twitter.com/aykW4f9MMr 

— ROOT SPORTS™ | NW (@ROOTSPORTS_NW) December 11, 2022 

His 11 goals and 23 points lead all rookies through his first 28 games. 
Beniers is second on the Kraken in goals; only Burakovsky (27) and 
Jordan Eberle (24) have more points. Beniers has been on Seattle’s 
second power-play unit, but most of his production — seven goals and 
17 points — comes at five-on-five, where he leads the Kraken in points. 
Eighteen of his points are primary — either a goal or the first assist. He 
has two game-winning goals this season, too, including an overtime 
winner only seven seconds into extra time. 

HEY HEY, WHAT DO YA SAY?!    

Matty Beniers wastes no time as he scores the @SUBWAYCanada OT 
winner for the Kraken! pic.twitter.com/V6YioCPQoz 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) December 2, 2022 

That all puts him on a 32-goal, 67-point pace over an 82-game season. 
Since 2014-15, only Auston Matthews (40) and Patrik Laine (36) have 
scored more in their rookie seasons. Only five rookies — Matthews, 
Laine, Artemi Panarin, Kyle Connor and Dominik Kubalik — have scored 
at least 30 goals. A 60-point rookie season would put Beniers in elite 
company with players other players like Nathan MacKinnon (63), Johnny 
Gaudreau (64), Mitch Marner (61), Trevor Zegras (61) and Filip Forsberg 
(63), among others. 

It’s reasonable to expect ups and downs. That’s hockey, even for veteran 
players. Beniers already had a six-game stretch with zero points. 
According to Gourde, “nobody cared.” 

When you bring other elements to the team like Beniers, Gourde said, it’s 
OK not to score every single night. 

What impressed Hakstol most about that stretch, from Nov. 3 to Nov. 17, 
was that he didn’t see Beniers panic or change his game. 

“It’s not an easy thing to do, to remain confident through the ups and 
downs,” he said. “But he’s shown an ability to do that and remain very 
even keeled and just come back the next day and work extremely hard 
and do it with a real clear perspective.” 

Part of that perspective comes from ignoring external pressure. Beniers 
is not driven by the expectations of being an organization’s first-ever draft 
pick, or the awards buzz he’s generated. Beniers’ goal, he said, is to “get 
better every game and help my team.” 

While that might sound cliche, it checks out with everything his 
teammates and coaches have said about him since he was 15 years old 
— and probably before then, too. 

Fewer than 40 games into his NHL career, Beniers has come as 
advertised as a staunch two-way forward who could one day become a 
cornerstone for the Kraken — the kind of player who can change games, 
lead a room, score big goals and become the perennial MVP of his team. 

The point totals speak for themselves. So does the quick defense of 
Justin Schultz on Sunday against the Florida Panthers. It’s that kind of 
move that has endeared Beniers to Kraken fans and his teammates. 

Matty Beniers goes right after Lomberg after the hit. Got bloodied in the 
process but didn't hesitate to stand up for his teammate. 

Impressive leadership from the 20 year old. pic.twitter.com/QvC7kk1yOe 

— Emerald City Hockey (@EmeraldCityHky) December 12, 2022 

Beniers is still young. And the player we see right now won’t be the 
player we see in three years. All signs point to him being a key piece — 
perhaps captain — for the Kraken in the short and long term. 

That’s the next level up for Matty Beniers. 
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LeBrun rumblings: NHL play-in series for playoffs has traction, but not 
with Gary Bettman — yet 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — In a board of governors meeting that produced so 
little news, perhaps the most intriguing thing I learned was an item that 
was not discussed formally. 

At least, it was to me. 

I did an informal poll of governors over two and a half days. The question 
was simple: Do you favor the idea of a play-in before the Stanley Cup 
playoffs? 

I asked 12 governors. It was a 12-0 in favor of the NHL adding a play-in 
round. I couldn’t find a single voice of dissent. 

Now, I’m sure if I were able to canvass governors from all 32 teams, I 
would find a few in opposition. But still: 12 governors, 12 people who like 
the idea of a play-in. 

None of the governors wanted to talk on the record about it because they 
know they would suffer the wrath of commissioner Gary Bettman if they 
did. 

Because Bettman remains steadfastly against the idea. He has been 
very consistent with that over the past few years. To which, well, I put the 
question to Bettman yet again Tuesday after the two-day board of 
governors meeting wrapped up: 

What about the idea of expanding the playoffs with a play-in like the NBA 
has done? 

“If you say to them, ‘Would you be open to a play-in?’ Some of them 
might say, ‘We can talk about it.’ We don’t get that feedback,” insisted 
Bettman. “People think the system we have in place right now is working 
extraordinarily well, and frankly there’s nothing better in sports playoffs 
than our first round. And so, I’m not sensing much of an appetite for 
change.” 

Maybe it is true that owners and team executives aren’t in his ear yet on 
this. It certainly wasn’t the time to do it during the pandemic. There were 
other priorities. 

But the more I hear from some of these clubs, the more I get the sense 
the moment is coming over the next few years when a push will happen 
for a play-in. And the tipping point could be if U.S. TV partners ESPN and 
TNT decide they want to get behind the idea and put pressure on 
Bettman to consider it. 

I asked Bettman on Tuesday why he doesn’t like the idea. 

“You’re looking to fix a problem that doesn’t exist,” Bettman said. 
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Another reporter asked about potential extra revenues that could be 
derived. 

“I’m not sure it enhances revenues,” Bettman said. “Diluting the regular 
season and diluting the playoffs doesn’t make much sense to me. I think 
having a system where half the teams make the playoffs and half don’t, I 
think that’s perfect.” 

This week marks the 30th anniversary of Bettman being voted in as NHL 
commissioner at the board of governors meeting at this very hotel. 

At the time, 16 of 24 teams made the playoffs. Before that, it was 16 of 
21. Which was silly of course. Way too easy. But now it’s 16 of 32. 

It is absolutely the right timing to discuss the merits of a play-in. The most 
talked-about concept would see No. 7 versus No. 10 and No. 8 versus 
No. 9 in each conference in best-of-three series, held quickly over three 
days max. No travel; the higher seed gets to host the entire series. That’s 
what some people would like to see. 

It would have more teams playing relevant games in March, no question 
about it. 

And this concept still protects the traditional 16-team playoff field. It’s a 
play-in to get into the 16. 

But for any of this to see the light of day, owners will need to start 
backchanneling with the commissioner. And I would suggest it needs to 
happen at the executive committee level. That’s the smaller group of 
owners who have the commissioner’s ear. 

League investigation 

Bettman was asked about the ongoing league investigation into the 2018 
Canadian world junior team, which seems to be nearing its end. 

“We still have some work to do,” Bettman said. “We understand that two 
other investigations are still going. We have some more work to do in 
terms of coordinating, particularly with the Players’ Association, but I 
think we’re certainly in the home stretch.” 

What seems evident is that the NHL doesn’t want to interfere in any way 
with the police investigation still ongoing in London, Ontario, which is to 
say I think the league is sensitive to the fact that announcing the findings 
of its investigation before London police are done with their criminal 
investigation could be an issue. 

Bettman was specifically asked if the league would announce its findings 
before London police. 

“That would be up to the London police. If they asked us not to make 
things public, we wouldn’t,” Bettman said. 

Salary cap 

Since 2005, the tradition has been that the league gives governors a 
sneak peek/projection for next season’s salary cap at this meeting. 

To that end, it would appear that despite some hope back at the October 
meeting that the cap could jump by more than $4 million if a certain 
revenue threshold was met this season, HRR will fall short of that, the 
players won’t quite be done paying off the escrow from the pandemic, 
and therefore we’re looking likely at just a $1 million bump in the cap this 
summer, to $83.5 million. 

“Based on current projections, there will still be an escrow at the end of 
the season, and if that’s the case we will move the cap up by $1 million,” 
Bettman said. “The budgeting projections that we have now are pretty 
robust — we’re anticipating having a very good season — but if we do 
even better, by ballpark an additional $140, $150 million, it’s conceivable 
the escrow will go away and then the cap will go up to in the midrange 
$86 (million) plus. We’ll have to see. We’re just going to watch it. Clearly, 
it appears that if we don’t finish paying off the escrow this year, after next 
year it should be all gone and there shouldn’t be any issue about that.” 

The third option would be to negotiate a “smoothing” of the cap 
escalation over the next few years with the NHLPA. The league hasn’t 
yet been approached by the NHLPA (which is discussing it with players 
internally for now, according to sources briefed on the matter but not 
authorized to speak about it publicly). 

“That’s not something that we’re discussing right now,” Bettman said. “It 
is what it is. If it’s to be changed, that’s something that obviously would 
have to be discussed with the Players’ Association.” 

Based on what I’m hearing, I would be surprised if the NHLPA doesn’t 
approach the league at some point about it. 

The other factor that could potentially impact revenues negatively is a 
lower Canadian dollar. The seven Canadian clubs have a huge impact on 
HRR, so a lower Canadian dollar is not ideal. 

“We factored that in,” Bettman said. “That was marginally, very 
marginally, a factor off of our initial projections, maybe in the $10 to 15 
million range. Last year, we finished at about $5.4 billion, give or take — 
I’m rounding — which is about a half a billion more than we had projected 
going in. It’s one of the reasons we’re even having this discussion. We’re 
expecting another good year of increases in HRR. But when we stated 
this, there was about a billion and a half to pay off. We collectively — 
meaning us and the players — have done quite well by having things 
come back as strong as they have where it’s crystal clear that, certainly, 
this is going to be paid off in the not too distant future.” 

The current revenue projections see the players’ debt to owners falling 
about $70 million short by the end of the season. 

Senators sale 

Bettman revealed Tuesday that there were at least 12 ownership parties 
interested in the sale of the Senators. 

“There are more than a dozen parties that have I believe signed an NDA 
and expressed an interest in the process,” Bettman said. “The process I 
believe requires the data room to be open, which should be done quite 
soon, and they’ll probably begin a more structured process after the first 
of the year.” 

Could Canadian Hollywood actor Ryan Reynolds be involved in a new 
Senators ownership group, regardless of which party ends up with the 
team? That seems to be what the NHL is hoping. Bettman said he and 
deputy commissioner Bill Daly met with Reynolds. 

“Bill and I met with Ryan Reynolds, who very much impressed us,” 
Bettman said. “If we can figure out a way to have him included, I think 
that would be great for the Senators and I think that would be great for 
the league.” 

On what stood out about Reynolds: 

“He’s very smart. He has a number of businesses besides the acting 
business, and he understands sports, and he understands promotion. I 
think he told us his followers on all of his platforms combined are well 
over 100 million. He’s somebody who is very popular and very engaged.” 

As for a timeline for the sale process, that’s still not 100 percent clear. 

“In terms of soliciting who wants to be in the process, (it’s) something that 
is ongoing and I think a more formal process won’t begin until after the 
holidays are over and people are back and focused,” Bettman said. 

No-trade lists 

Interesting little nugget at the very end of Daly’s media availability. I 
asked for an update on the league’s desire to centrally register no-trade 
lists in player contracts around the league in the wake of last season’s 
rescinded Vegas–Anaheim trade involving Evgenii Dadonov. 

The league announced in March that it would work with the NHLPA to 
build a clearing house for the no-trade lists. 
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“We’ve already had discussions with the Players’ Association about 
creating a requirement that all no-trade documentation gets filed 
simultaneously with central registry and the Players’ Association,” Daly 
said at the time. 

But after months of back and forth between the league and the NHLPA, it 
appears there won’t be a joint clearing house after all. Daly said Tuesday 
that it looks like the league will go ahead on its own, and starting next 
season clubs will share the no-trade list information with central registry. 
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NHL Future Power Rankings: Projecting the 2025-26 standings 

 

James Mirtle, Dom Luszczyszyn, Corey Pronman, Michael Russo, 
Shayna Goldman, Mark Lazerus, Harman Dayal, Thomas Drance33-42 
minutes 14/12/2022 

 

Editor’s note: An earlier version of this ranking was out of order due to a 
math error. The order has been corrected. 

Welcome to this year’s edition of the NHL Future Rankings, where we 
attempt to predict how the NHL standings will look in three years’ time. 
This is done by evaluating a team’s current and future players, the 
market and the people who own and run the team. 

Panelists from The Athletic were assigned to different categories. Voters 
were asked to rate each team on a scale of 1-10 with a view to how this 
area could impact the team winning games in the 2025-26 season. The 
following weighting system was used to create an overall score: 

Current NHL roster (45 percent): Voted by Dom Luszczyszyn 

U23 talent as of Sept. 15, 2022 (30 percent): Voted by Corey Pronman 

Ownership/market (12.5 percent): Voted by Mark Lazerus and Michael 
Russo 

Coaching/management (6.25 percent): Voted by Thomas Drance and 
Shayna Goldman 

Salary cap (6.25 percent): Voted by James Mirtle and Harman Dayal 

In determining the weighting, the current roster was given the lion’s share 
because the best predictor of whether a team will be good next season is 
whether they are good right now. In discussions with NHL executives, 
they emphasized that ownership is more important than the value that 
team executives themselves bring due to how much owners can 
influence the direction of a franchise and how long they tend to be 
around. NHL sources also emphasized that while cap space is important, 
there are ways to create cap space — in other words, this shouldn’t be 
valued too highly. 

Good young players are no guarantee of future success. Buffalo has 
been near the top of my farm rankings for years, and Tampa/Boston near 
the bottom. Eventually there will be a changing of the guard though. 
Pittsburgh and Washington seem like franchises trending in the other 
direction, while New Jersey and Detroit are teams that are trending up or 
should trend up. 

And now for the rankings: 

1. New Jersey Devils 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

8 

Roster 

9 

Ownership and market 

5 

Management and coaching 

6.50 

Salary cap situation 

7.25 

Total 

7.93 

The Devils are the talk of the town right now and it should be no surprise 
that the voters believe they have a bright future ahead of them after a 
scorching-hot start to the season and a lot of very young core players on 
the team. That’s not even considering the fact that two of their best 
young players, Simon Nemec and Luke Hughes, aren’t on the roster yet. 
There’s potential for something special in Newark. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on New Jersey’s NHL roster: The Devils have arrived 
as one of the league’s elite teams. Jack Hughes and Nico Hischier are 
turning into one of the game’s best one-two punches and there’s terrific 
forward depth all around them. Dougie Hamilton is back to Norris Trophy 
form leading a deep blue line and Vitek Vanecek is proving to be the 
long-awaited answer in net. The Devils have big potential to be a league 
powerhouse for years to come. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

7 

Roster 

9 

Ownership and market 

4.5 

Management and coaching 

8.5 

Salary cap situation 

8 

Total 

7.74 

The panelists are big believers in what the Hurricanes are doing. They 
are currently one of the best teams in the league, with good young 
players such as Andrei Svechnikov and Seth Jarvis forming the 
foundation of the current roster. They do have a solid farm system as 
well, and their cap space is efficiently allocated. They have put 
themselves in a position to succeed now and for a while. 

Shayna Goldman on the Hurricanes’ coaching and management: 
Management has done a really good job of building out the cap structure 
for the Hurricanes. While it’s starting to get crowded, there’s enough 
creativity in that front office to make moves that will save some cap — 
whether it’s opting not to invest in heftier deals the team can manage 
without, or finding under-the-radar options. As for the coaching, Rod 
Brind’Amour and his staff have implemented a system that works so well 
for this team. It’s more than just a system — it’s an identity. An even 
more positive sign is that the coaches are starting to let skaters like Marty 
Necas play more to their strengths within that system, so as long as the 
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bench can keep evolving to adjust what’s been working, that should 
continue to be a strength. 

3. Colorado Avalanche 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

9.5 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

9.5 

Salary cap situation 

7 

Total 

7.02 

The reigning champions have a star-studded roster and we believe they’ll 
be in Stanley Cup contention for years to come. That’s in part due to big 
belief in the team and the surrounding infrastructure, with the panelists 
giving strong marks for management and ownership in Colorado. The 
Avs don’t have the type of young talent Carolina or New Jersey do, but 
Bowen Byram, for example, should continue to grow into a top player for 
them. 

Thomas Drance on why the Avalanche scored so high in 
coaching/management: Colorado’s embarrassment of riches extends 
beyond the ice and into the boardroom. The club has one of the best, 
most open-minded coaches in the league in Jared Bednar, a whiz 
general manager in Chris McFarland and the sage leadership of 
president of hockey operations Joe Sakic — who had the wisdom to 
move up the ladder and retain McFarland in the organization. The 
Avalanche are progressive, have clear alignment between their head 
coach and management group, their contract work is flawless, their pro 
scouting has been best-in-class repeatedly and they have stability at 
every level of hockey operations leadership. Tough decisions loom — the 
hard cap challenges all successful teams face — but they’re well 
positioned to navigate those issues in the years to come. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

9.50 

Ownership and market 

8 

Management and coaching 

6 

Salary cap situation 

6.75 

Total 

6.97 

Toronto is one of the best teams in the league currently, led by several 
star forwards who are in their prime. The three-year projection of the 
Leafs will depend strongly on extending Auston Matthews, but early signs 
point to that not being too big of an issue. 

Harman Dayal on Toronto’s cap situation: The Leafs will have a lot of cap 
flexibility to work with. Toronto only has two contracts that span through 
2025-26, thanks in part to John Tavares’ skyscraper $11 million cap hit 
coming off the books. They’ll need a large chunk of that room to keep the 
core intact because Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and William 
Nylander all require UFA deals before the 2025-26 campaign kicks off. 
Morgan Rielly will be 31 with a $7.5 million cap hit which is fine but not 
great value considering his defensive question marks. Calle Järnkrok will 
still be on the books in his age 34 season which isn’t ideal, but he only 
carries a modest $2.1 million cap hit so that won’t be difficult to navigate 
around. 

5. New York Rangers 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

5 

Roster 

7.5 

Ownership and market 

9 

Management and coaching 

6.5 

Salary cap situation 

4.5 

Total 

6.69 

The Rangers are off to a bit of a slow start, but they have a talented 
roster, with good young players on the club and coming up from the 
pipeline even if the shine has faded from a couple of their top young 
guys. One thing the Rangers can always lean on is how desirable it is to 
play on their team and how they are a top target for players. 

Michael Russo on the Rangers’ ownership and market: James Dolan is a 
big deal. Just ask him. But he does have deep pockets and owns an NHL 
team in the city that never sleeps — a team that plays inside the world’s 
most famous arena. And who wouldn’t want to play for an Original Six 
franchise owner who spends to the cap, lets his management make bold 
decisions and gives his players and staff all the perks of a big-market 
team? 

6. Vegas Golden Knights 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

8.5 

Ownership and market 

10 

Management and coaching 

6 

Salary cap situation 
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5.25 

Total 

6.68 

Vegas has an older roster, but that roster looks excellent and built to win 
for the next few years. Our panel also gave the highest marks to their 
ownership and market, indicating an ownership group that is committed 
to winning and creating a place players want to play. How they navigate 
the salary cap is their biggest obstacle moving forward. 

Michael Russo on the Golden Knights’ high marks for ownership and 
market: Bill Foley just seems like the owner you want to play for. Ask 
anybody about him and they’ll tell you he truly cares for his players and is 
loyal to them even when his management team has proven to make 
tough decisions on the future of some guys who thought they’d be there 
forever. Heck, he even showers them with gifts, like trips to his Montana 
estate or Canada Goose jackets. As Ryan Reaves said, who needs a 
Canada Goose jacket playing in Vegas? But that’s just the kind of guy 
Foley is. He gives Kelly McCrimmon, George McPhee and those in the 
genius marketing department every resource to run a first-class 
organization, and the Golden Knights continue to be successful on the 
ice and in the liveliest, arguably most fun arena and game experience in 
the NHL. 

7. Minnesota Wild 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

6 

Roster 

7 

Ownership and market 

7 

Management and coaching 

5 

Salary cap situation 

6.25 

Total 

6.53 

While the Wild haven’t been off to the start they expected, this is a good 
team led by star winger Kirill Kaprizov and a solid supporting cast. They 
also have several good players on the way from the farm. It’s debatable 
whether there’s enough talent here to build a true Stanley Cup 
contender, but it’s close. 

Harman Dayal on Minnesota’s cap situation: The Wild’s financial situation 
improves tremendously in the 2025-26 campaign as the dead cap 
penalties for Zach Parise and Ryan Suter’s buyouts will fall from $14.7 
million to $1.66 million. It’s also the final year where Minnesota will 
control Kirill Kaprizov at a team-friendly $9-million cap hit before he’s 
UFA eligible, so there’s extra incentive to take advantage. One concern 
is that the Wild will have significant money tied up to aging defensemen 
— Jared Spurgeon will be 36 carrying a $7.575 million cap hit and Jonas 
Brodin will be 32 with a $6 million cap hit. 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

10 

Roster 

4 

Ownership and market 

5 

Management and coaching 

6.5 

Salary cap situation 

6.5 

Total 

6.24 

Buffalo has some excellent young talent that should only grow into better 
players with time. They do desperately need help in net and getting some 
quality veteran adds, especially at that position, will be important for 
management over the next few years. 

Corey Pronman on the Sabres’ under-23 talent: The Sabres have the 
clear best group of young talent in the NHL. They are a team right now 
that could be confused with an older college hockey team, but they are 
among the leading scoring clubs in the league. Rasmus Dahlin is an elite 
NHL player, while Dylan Cozens is emerging into a true two-way center 
star in his own right, and there’s plenty of young depth behind them. 

9. Tampa Bay Lightning 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

1 

Roster 

8.5 

Ownership and market 

10 

Management and coaching 

8 

Salary cap situation 

5.25 

Total 

6.20 

Tampa Bay has a roster full of NHL stars and a farm system that is quite 
barren after years of going for it. While Tampa’s depth continues to be 
chipped away every offseason, the panel has a lot of confidence in who 
is running this team to keep them competitive for the long term. 

Mark Lazerus on why the Lightning’s ownership gets a 10: Where this 
exercise gets tricky is for teams such as the Panthers (a deep-pocketed, 
fully invested owner in a very difficult market populated by ex-New 
Yorkers with pre-existing allegiances) or the Blackhawks (a terrific market 
with a deep-pocketed, fully invested and, as of February, rather toxic 
owner) or the Senators (in three years, Ryan Reynolds might be the 
incredibly handsome face of the team when a new arena is being built in 
downtown Ottawa, or it might just be more of the same). But Tampa is as 
safe a bet as there is. Jeff Vinik has become the gold standard of 
ownership, Florida’s player-friendly tax laws aren’t changing anytime 
soon, and climate change won’t fully submerge the state of Florida for at 
least a couple of decades. Giving Tampa a 10 is as easy a call as there 
is on this list. 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Category Score 
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Young core (U23) and prospects 

8 

Roster 

4 

Ownership and market 

8 

Management and coaching 

8.5 

Salary cap situation 

7.25 

Total 

6.18 

The Red Wings are a team with a lot of strong young players in their 
organization, led by Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond, with the likes of 
Simon Edvinsson and Marco Kasper on the way. I think you can have 
reasonable debates about whether there’s enough talent in the system to 
be a contender, but I do think Detroit should compete for the playoffs 
consistently over the next few years. 

Thomas Drance on Detroit’s coaching and management: Between his 
work with Hockey Canada at the Olympics and his work in Tampa Bay, 
Steve Yzerman is in the running for the most successful hockey 
operations executive of the past 15 years. Even if you might quibble with 
some of their moves this past summer, the team has improved and 
successfully taken the big step forward they were aiming for. There’s a 
clear plan in Detroit and Yzerman has executed it with discipline to this 
point. Derek Lalonde is still relatively unproven as an NHL head coach 
but his early work shows exceptional promise. 

11. Florida Panthers 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

2 

Roster 

9 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

5 

Salary cap situation 

6.25 

Total 

6.17 

The Panthers have a very talented roster and are one of the better teams 
in their conference right now. The trade for Matthew Tkachuk gives them 
breathing room to be good for the future as well. Their biggest challenge 
is how all-in they’ve gone with their future assets, including moving a ton 
of premium futures for last year’s playoff run that ended in the second 
round. 

Corey Pronman on the Panthers’ under-23 talent: The Panthers have 
traded a ton of future assets in the last two years in an attempt to win, 
including a massive spending spree at the 2022 trade deadline for 
rentals. The result is a farm system that is barren currently and will be for 

many years to come. Their top prospects are Mackie Samoskevich and 
Grigori Denisenko, with the latter’s stock continuing to trend down. They 
need Anton Lundell and Spencer Knight to be impactful young players 
because there are no reinforcements coming. 

12. Boston Bruins 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

1 

Roster 

9.5 

Ownership and market 

7 

Management and coaching 

3.5 

Salary cap situation 

6.75 

Total 

6.10 

The Bruins are currently one of the best teams in the league. The future 
is less clear due to the age of some of their best players, the uncertainty 
around whether they’ll retain David Pastrnak, and their thin farm system. 
Boston finds a way to keep winning year after year though, so it wouldn’t 
be much of a surprise to see them atop the standings in three seasons. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on Boston’s NHL roster: Age is always a concern for 
the Bruins, but that doesn’t take away from what their current roster is: 
the league’s best. There’s star power at every position supplemented by 
immense depth that this team has been searching for for years. Right 
now, this is as close as you can get to a perfect team. 

13. Dallas Stars 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster (23 and older) 

8 

Ownership and market 

6 

Management and coaching 

5.5 

Salary cap situation 

6.25 

Total 

5.98 

The Stars have a lot of things going for them. They’re very good right 
now and have some good young building blocks in players like Miro 
Heiskanen, Jason Robertson, Roope Hintz and Wyatt Johnston among 
others. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on the Stars’ NHL roster: The arrival of Jason 
Robertson as a legitimate MVP candidate has propelled the Stars into 
the league’s upper echelon. They have one of the league’s best lines, a 
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strong up-and-coming goalie in Jake Oettinger, plus one of the league’s 
best defensemen in Miro Heiskanen. If there’s a concern here it’s the 
team’s depth. Renaissance seasons from Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin 
have helped, as has the addition of Mason Marchment — but the team 
isn’t as strong around the edges right now as the clubs rated above 
them. 

14. Ottawa Senators 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

7 

Roster 

4.5 

Ownership and market 

6 

Management and coaching 

4 

Salary cap situation 

6.75 

Total 

5.55 

Ottawa is in a similar type of situation to Detroit. The roster is solid but 
not great yet, but they have some high-end young talent in the 
organization. It may take some time, but Ottawa should get into a 
consistent playoff picture especially as Tim Stützle, Brady Tkachuk and 
Jake Sanderson enter their primes. 

Corey Pronman on Ottawa’s under-23 talent: Ottawa’s young core is 
fantastic. Brady Tkachuk, Tim Stützle and Jake Sanderson are 
foundational pieces that can help turn this franchise around, and the 
depth in the system is quite solid too. There are no guarantees with 
young players, but the talent is there to help Ottawa become a good 
team again. 

15. Calgary Flames 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

2 

Roster 

8 

Ownership and market 

5.5 

Management and coaching 

5.5 

Salary cap situation 

3.75 

Total 

5.47 

The Flames may not be off to a roaring start, but you can’t deny that they 
have a talented, deep roster that should eventually lead to wins. The 
question will be how long the winning can be sustained due to the age of 
the core players, the significant cap commitments, and the lack of top-tier 
prospects on the way. 

Harman Dayal on Calgary’s cap situation: The Flames have a lot of 
expensive veteran contracts that will likely start turning sour. Nazem 
Kadri will be 35 with a $7 million cap hit, Jonathan Huberdeau will be 32 
with a mammoth $10.5 million cap hit, Jacob Markstrom will be 35 with a 
$6 million cap hit and Blake Coleman will be 34 making $4.9 million. 
Couple that with Calgary likely not having a lot of high-end young talent 
on cheap contracts and it’s going to be tough for them to navigate the 
cap. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

5 

Roster 

5 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

7 

Salary cap situation 

5.75 

Total 

5.36 

The Kings have been a team trending up and we believe they will remain 
a playoff-caliber squad for the next few years. They have a strong group 
of current players, good young talent coming on the way, and a strong 
infrastructure around the franchise. 

Shayna Goldman on the Kings’ coaching and management: The Kings’ 
management staff has built a strong prospect pool that should lead to 
sustainable playoff window in Los Angeles. There’s been recognition on 
how to balance major contracts with entry-level deals, as well as how to 
use free agency and trades to complement the core they’ve assembled. 
That bodes for a strong future as long as a goalie plan can be worked out 
in a few years. This earns the Kings high marks here, more so than 
coaching, which could be different by then given the tenures of most 
coaches in this league. 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

7 

Ownership and market 

5.5 

Management and coaching 

2.5 

Salary cap situation 

5.75 

Total 

5.25 
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The Oilers being at 17 surprised me a little given they still have Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, but their roster didn’t get a very high grade 
due to the lack of a strong supporting cast around their stars. Also, 
frankly, that’s right around where they are in the league as it stands now. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on Edmonton’s NHL roster: It’s disappointing that 
we’re in Year 8 of the Connor McDavid era and this team’s current roster 
is rated “good” but not “great.” Last year’s run to the conference final 
offered optimism, but the team — aside from McDavid and Leon Draisaitl 
— has taken a collective step back since. There’s time to turn things 
around and this team should be better, but right now there are too many 
question marks to call this team a contender. Goaltending and team 
defense remain the biggest issues. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

6.5 

Ownership and market 

5.5 

Management and coaching 

3 

Salary cap situation 

7.75 

Total 

5.18 

The Jets have been off to a great start this season, but their roster and 
overall grades look more like their situation of the last few years — not a 
top-tier club but not a bottom-out one either. Whether this group has 
another deep playoff run left in them or is destined to be on the playoff 
bubble will be interesting to watch. 

Harman Dayal on Winnipeg’s cap situation: The Jets currently project to 
have some of the most cap flexibility of any team by 2025-26. Winnipeg 
has just over $16 million committed to three players, which includes Kyle 
Connor, Josh Morrissey — who’s rebounded well during the last season 
and a half — and Adam Lowry’s modest $3.25 million cap hit. There are 
no contracts to be worried about by 2025-26, which should put them in a 
unique position to add talent. 

19. Seattle Kraken 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

5.5 

Ownership and market 

8 

Management and coaching 

6 

Salary cap situation 

5.25 

Total 

5.08 

The Kraken have been off to a strong start this year, but the voters aren’t 
yet ready to stamp them as a consistent playoff contender, especially 
given their suspect situation in goal and high team PDO. There’s 
probably more building left to do in Seattle. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on the Kraken’s NHL roster: Seattle has had a 
surprisingly strong start to the season that has seen the team rocket up 
the standings. The underlying numbers are good with the team’s depth 
being its biggest strength. But even with the emergence of Matty Beniers, 
the team still lacks the high-end talent to be taken really seriously at the 
moment. That may change if the Kraken keep this up, but for now, the 
best course of action is cautious optimism. 

20. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

1 

Roster 

7.5 

Ownership and market 

7 

Management and coaching 

2.5 

Salary cap situation 

4.75 

Total 

5.00 

The Penguins being a bubble playoff team three years from now seems 
more likely, especially since they look like a team who will have to fight to 
make the playoffs this season. Their stars are still excellent, but 
eventually time will catch them, be it from their top players falling off or 
the lack of draft picks over a long period of time. 

Corey Pronman on Pittsburgh’s under-23 talent: The Penguins have 
traded a lot of picks and prospects over the last decade in an attempt to 
win. They kept their most recent first, which became Owen Pickering, 
who is a good player, but it’s a long way back for this system to be even 
decent. 

21. Montreal Canadiens 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

7 

Roster 

2 

Ownership and market 

8.5 

Management and coaching 

6.5 

Salary cap situation 

4.5 

Total 
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4.75 

Montreal finished dead last in 2021-22, but there is a lot of top-end young 
talent in this organization led by Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield, and 
more recently Juraj Slafkovsky, Kirby Dach and Kaiden Guhle. There’s 
still a lot of work to do, though, for the Habs to become a legit playoff 
team and it may take a few years. 

Corey Pronman on the Canadiens’ under-23 talent: Montreal will only find 
their way back to reputability on the backs of their young players. Suzuki, 
Caufield and Slafkovsky is a good place to start, and they have several 
quality young defensemen in the organization. The Canadiens will 
probably need a few more major pieces to become a good club, though. 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

8 

Roster 

2 

Ownership and market 

5.5 

Management and coaching 

5 

Salary cap situation 

6 

Total 

4.68 

Times are tough right now for the Ducks, but their fans can take some 
comfort in knowing that their future should be brighter, led by Calder 
finalist Trevor Zegras. In the junior ranks, Pavel Mintyukov is ripping up 
the OHL. But it will likely take some time for the new management group 
to put together a winner. 

Corey Pronman on the Ducks’ under-23 talent: The Ducks haven’t won a 
lottery yet in their attempt to rebuild, but their high picks still look 
excellent. Zegras is a star and Mason McTavish is an emerging one, 
while defensemen Jamie Drysdale and Pavel Mintyukov look like future 
top-flight players in the league. 

23. New York Islanders 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

2 

Roster 

5.5 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

3.5 

Salary cap situation 

4.25 

Total 

4.37 

Given how good the Islanders have looked early on this season, this 
feels a tad harsh, but it’s fair to say those on the panel are not full 
believers yet in this group — mostly due to a high team PDO, a light 
prospect pool, and a lot of big dollar commitments. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on the Islanders’ NHL roster: The Islanders have 
started the season strong, but that feels like a bit of an Ilya Sorokin-
induced mirage. He is standing on his head right now, masking a flawed 
team that struggles to control the run of play. Sorokin makes this a 
potential playoff team as one of the best goalies in the world, but there 
are too many warts otherwise to consider this team to be much better 
than that. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

4 

Roster 

4.5 

Ownership and market 

6 

Management and coaching 

2 

Salary cap situation 

3.5 

Total 

4.32 

Vancouver has a decent roster on paper but it’s not an elite one. 
Combine that with the fact that the Canucks haven’t had many draft picks 
in the last five years and they have some big contracts on the books, and 
they may find it a struggle to build a winner in the next few years. 

Thomas Drance on the Canucks’ coaching and management: This grade 
seems low considering Jim Rutherford’s and Bruce Boudreau’s 
bulletproof resumes. Given the lack of organizational alignment between 
the coaching staff and management at the moment, we might as well 
have scored it “incomplete.” There’s just too much uncertainty to fully 
weigh Boudreau’s impact over a five-year future term. It’s no secret that it 
would be a surprise were Boudreau to last behind Vancouver’s bench 
beyond this season. Meanwhile, Rutherford is tried and tested as a 
Stanley Cup–winning executive in this league, but the rest of 
Vancouver’s hockey operations group — including rookie general 
manager Patrik Allvin — is relatively inexperienced. And their work in one 
full cycle in command of the Canucks organization leaves plenty to be 
desired. The Canucks could shoot up these rankings 12 months from 
now depending on how things play out between now and the deadline 
and who is behind their bench next season. For the moment, it’s hard to 
score them any higher than this given the churn of misfortune and drama 
that has characterized the past 12 months in Vancouver. 

25. Nashville Predators 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

5 

Ownership and market 

6.5 
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Management and coaching 

2.5 

Salary cap situation 

3 

Total 

4.31 

The Predators feel like an organization that always finds a way to be 
somewhat competitive, so seeing them at No. 25 may raise some 
eyebrows. Their ranking here is mostly due to the middle ground they 
find themselves in: They have a solid group, but they’re paying top dollar 
for a league-average team. This led to the voters to criticize the direction 
of the team’s leadership. 

Shayna Goldman on why the Predators’ management hasn’t done 
enough to build for the future: While David Poile gets credit for his 
longevity as general manager in Nashville, his recent seasons haven’t 
impressed. The team hasn’t done nearly enough to build a sustainable 
future. Instead, when there have been opportunities to step back and 
quickly re-tool to give the team a legitimate shot in the future, they’re too 
enamored with a season-saving goalie run and end up once again in the 
dreaded middle. That’s going to weigh on this team in a few years, 
especially as their core players continue to age. 

26. Washington Capitals 

Category Score 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

2 

Roster 

4.5 

Ownership and market 

8 

Management and coaching 

4.5 

Salary cap situation 

4 

Total 

4.16 

Presumed for over a decade to be a playoff team, the Capitals are out of 
the top 16 in this exercise. The panel sees an older roster with big cap 
commitments and not a ton coming from the system and wonders how 
many more playoff runs this group can get Alex Ovechkin. 

Harman Dayal on Washington’s cap situation: It’s hard to see how the 
Capitals will still be competitive by the time the 2025-26 season rolls 
around. Most of the existing core will have aged out and Alex Ovechkin 
will be 40, so it’s fair to wonder if he’ll still be a franchise-quality winger. 
John Carlson’s $8 million cap hit will be problematic by his age 35 
season, considering he’s already inconsistent defensively. Darcy 
Kuemper will also be 35 by then, making $5.25 million. Washington 
doesn’t have a ton of money committed, but the investments they have 
made will likely turn inefficient. That’s the cost every contender justifiably 
signs up for when they dish out long-term contracts to keep a Cup 
window open. 

27. St. Louis Blues 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

2 

Roster 

4 

Ownership and market 

7 

Management and coaching 

5.5 

Salary cap situation 

3.25 

Total 

3.82 

While the Blues haven’t had the beginning to their season they hoped for, 
they have been better of late, and it surprised me a little to see them all 
the way down at No. 25. This reflects a belief by the panel that the roster 
isn’t elite anymore, which, combined with a light prospect pool and big 
contracts, could make it difficult to build a contender again in St. Louis in 
the near future. 

Thomas Drance on the Blues’ coaching and management: The St. Louis 
Blues are off to a slow start and have some storm clouds forming on the 
horizon, particularly with a blue-line group that seems to be getting long 
in the tooth in a hurry and has a ton of money and term committed to it 
for the foreseeable future. Nonetheless, Doug Armstrong and Craig 
Berube provide the Blues with a stellar one-two leadership punch. 
Armstrong and the Blues have identified pro and amateur talent 
efficiently with extraordinary consistency over the course of the past 
decade, and he’s adjusted with the times, making sharp, progressive 
bets this summer on long-term second contracts for Jordan Kyrou and 
Robert Thomas, for example. Berube, similarly, has evolved into one of 
the most innovative coaches in the game. The Blues shifted after their 
Cup win to systematically chase efficiency in manufacturing offense, and 
teams across the league are following suit — the sincerest form of 
flattery in a copy cat league. 

28. Columbus Blue Jackets 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

5 

Roster 

2 

Ownership and market 

4.5 

Management and coaching 

5.5 

Salary cap situation 

4 

Total 

3.56 

The Blue Jackets are enduring a very tough season. I think the fans can 
take some solace in the team having some very good young players on 
the roster and on the way, but they’ve heard that song before and I’m 
sure they’re tired of hearing about the future. I probably wouldn’t call their 
young player group elite yet either, just very good. 
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Shayna Goldman on the Blue Jacket’s coaching and management: 
Columbus gets a lot of credit for their willingness to take big swings on 
skill, like Patrik Laine and Johnny Gaudreau. The question in a few years 
will be how this team continues to manage the salary cap around some 
of their bigger contracts. With the right drafting and development, it could 
be more entry-level deals to keep everything balanced. And with 
analytical minds in their front office like Josh Flynn, Cam Lawrence and 
Josh Weissbock, there’s reason to believe they’ll be able to spot under-
the-radar players like the next Jonathan Marchessault or Carter 
Verhaeghe to save some dollars. Coaching is going to be crucial here 
with player development in mind, and this staff hasn’t built up enough of 
a reputation to have a strong opinion yet on whether they’re up for the 
task. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

2 

Ownership and market 

7.5 

Management and coaching 

3 

Salary cap situation 

3.25 

Total 

3.13 

The Flyers are in a tough spot as a franchise, with a subpar roster and — 
outside of Cutter Gauthier — not a ton of premium young players on the 
way from the system. This could take several years to turn around but 
the Flyers being a desirable destination for free agents could help speed 
things up a bit. 

Mark Lazerus on the Flyers’ ownership and market: Philly is one of 
America’s great sports towns, with a singular fan base that never lacks 
for passion, win or lose. That will never change. After decades of having 
Ed Snider as the face of the franchise, the Flyers are now owned by 
Snider’s corporation, Comcast Spectator. Under Snider, the Flyers were 
in perpetual win-now mode. It remains to be seen whether the current 
ownership will allow the full-blown rebuild the franchise clearly needs. 
Regardless, it’s stable ownership in a great sports city. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

4 

Roster 

1 

Ownership and market 

6.5 

Management and coaching 

4 

Salary cap situation 

6.25 

Total 

3.10 

Chicago stripped down their roster to build for the future. They have 
some very good young players in the pipeline, but they need a lot more 
and the next few years are expected to be painful as they build through 
the draft. 

Dom Luszczyszyn on Chicago’s NHL roster: Terrible by design. The 
Blackhawks have a desolate and barren roster from top to bottom that 
has few if any redeeming qualities. With top players Patrick Kane and 
Seth Jones struggling to start, there is next to nothing to like about this 
group. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

5 

Roster 

1 

Ownership and market 

3 

Management and coaching 

2.5 

Salary cap situation 

7 

Total 

2.92 

Arizona being near the bottom is not overly surprising. They are clearly a 
team building for the future, and while their recent draft class looks 
promising there is a lot more work to do to build up an elite young core. 
You combine that with a lack of clarity on the rink they play in and 
consistent drama on the ownership front and the voters are suspect that 
the Coyotes will be a winning team soon. 

Mark Lazerus on the Coyotes’ ownership and market: Alex Meruelo 
might be the best owner the Coyotes have ever had, which admittedly 
isn’t a very high bar to clear. We can all point and laugh at the Coyotes’ 
endless well of misfortune and self-inflicted wounds and unpaid bills, and 
the fact that they’re playing in a 4,600-seat college rink for possibly four 
full seasons, but Meruelo’s Tempe project — which will be put to a voter 
referendum in May — could truly transform hockey in the desert and 
provide desperately needed long-term stability to the franchise. And a 
successful, stable franchise in a very player-friendly area (hockey players 
love playing golf and not paying taxes even more than they love hockey) 
could be quite a force in the NHL. But it’s all hypothetical right now. And 
anyone familiar with the Coyotes’ quarter-century history could forgive 
the universal skepticism lasting right up until the doors open at the new 
rink. And possibly beyond. 

32. San Jose Sharks 

CATEGORY SCORE 

Young core (U23) and prospects 

3 

Roster 

2 

Ownership and market 

6.5 
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Management and coaching 

1.5 

Salary cap situation 

2.5 

Total 

2.86 

The Sharks are navigating murky waters. Sorry, not sorry. The roster is in 
tough shape and if Erik Karlsson wasn’t having a Norris-caliber year, 
they’d be having a disaster of a season. They have some good prospects 
but I wouldn’t call their system stacked by any means, and their cap 
situation makes it tough to turn this around any time in the near term. 

Harman Dayal on San Jose’s cap situation: Despite heading in a rebuild 
direction, San Jose projects to have around $40 million in cap space tied 
up to just six players. Nearly all of that money is committed to aging 
veterans. Marc-Edouard Vlasic will be 38 and still making $7 million, Erik 
Karlsson will be 35 with an $11.5 million cap hit, Logan Couture will be 
36 with an $8 million cap hit and Tomas Hertl will be 32 carrying an 
$8.137 million cap hit. It’s hard to see any of those deals providing 
surplus value, which creates a bad cap foundation for the Sharks to build 
on. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: How Vancouver ended up in a tough spot 
with Bo Horvat 

 

Elliotte Friedman December 15, 2022, 1:10 AM 

 

It was the 2016 World Cup of Hockey, a few hours away from a sit-down 
with Alexander Ovechkin. I asked a few co-workers if there was anything 
they wanted to hear from him, and David Amber brought up the 
possibility of The Great Eight catching Wayne Gretzky’s record 894 NHL 
goals.  

He’d just turned 31. At the time, he’d scored 525 of his own. 

Watch the video. He thought the idea was ludicrous, adding, “I don’t even 
know if I’m going to be able to skate in six seasons.” 

He’s still skating. He’s still scoring. You can see how confident he is he’s 
going to do it, and how much he wants to do it.  

Tuesday morning in Chicago, longtime washingtoncaps.com reporter 
Mike Vogel asked Ovechkin how many goals he’d score that night.  

“Three, I think,” he said.  

Bang-on. The hat trick goal was number 800, making him the third NHLer 
to reach that incredible milestone — behind Gretzky and Gordie Howe. 
Howe’s 801 is in immediate peril with Dallas in Washington on Thursday, 
and Toronto following on Saturday. 

There certainly are mixed emotions.  

You can divide the world into two groups: those who believe sports 
should not mix with politics and those who believe sports is politics. Last 
week, International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach said he 
wants Russian and Belarusian athletes participating at the Paris Games 
— supported by the US Olympic Committee as long as their flags and 
colours aren’t present. 

That event is scheduled five months after the now-cancelled February 
2024 World Cup of Hockey. I was struck by the NHL’s revelation in 

October that several European countries didn’t want to compete against 
Russian players — at all — a stance primarily directed at Ovechkin’s 
support for leadership once the invasion of Ukraine occurred. Removing 
the flag, colours and anthem wasn’t enough. 

But it’s clear the Capitals, their fans, and his teammates are united 
behind him. Celebrating in the post-game Tuesday night were 
Canadians, Americans, Swedes (including close friend Nicklas 
Backstrom, who is injured), a Belarusian and a Dane. Chicago’s fans 
cheered the accomplishment and threw hats on the ice, while Ovechkin 
was congratulated by fellow future Hall-of-Famers Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews.  

Since the above conversation, Ovechkin’s averaged approximately 41 
goals per 82 games — but he’s accelerated towards 53 this season. He’s 
going to beat Gretzky.  

We can all see that now.  

THOUGHTS 

1. I don’t believe in absolutes. Feelings change over time. What you think 
tomorrow might not be what you think today, and everyone should avoid 
emotional decisions. That said, we’re 11 weeks from the trade deadline, 
and it’s getting extremely hard to see Bo Horvat wearing a Johnny 
Canuck reverse retro past March 3. 

I don’t profess to know Horvat well, but here’s my amateur psychology: 
he’s very proud to be Vancouver’s captain, definitely capable of handling 
the Canadian microscope. But he prefers to keep the spotlight at arm’s 
length and does not like his business splashed over the internet like a 
Kardashian. Horvat won’t do the hockey equivalent of smashing 62 home 
runs like Aaron Judge in the all-time contract season, but he sure doesn’t 
seem distracted — on-pace for 59 goals heading into Wednesday’s 
game in Calgary. In his mind: summers are for talking, seasons are for 
playing.  

2. How did we get here? At the draft, there was league-wide consensus 
Horvat would be extended, with JT Miller’s negotiation more of a 
challenging escape-room puzzle. The Canucks initially indicated they 
saw Horvat in similar mold to Edmonton’s Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, 
although that was more of a conceptual thing as opposed to offering him 
a similar contract ($5.125M AAV, lower than what Horvat is earning now). 

Whatever the case, there was never a time an extension appeared close. 
As Labour Day approached, Vancouver pivoted to Miller — re-igniting 
talks and completing a contract out of nowhere. Because of what 
happened with Miller, I’m loathe to declare this over. It sounds like 
they’ve offered Horvat both seven- and eight-year deals, but multiple 
sources indicate the chasm is wide and bridging it “will be difficult.” 

They’ve definitely put him on the market, with teams indicating the 
Canucks are asking what you’d want for a premium rental. Tight cap 
situations mean there’s time to sort it out, and Vancouver could try to 
sign him again. The challenge as I see it is they’re not keen on going 
over Miller’s $56M figure, and Horvat’s monster season puts him in 
position to go above that.  

3. Some other stuff about the Canucks: They’re determined to create cap 
room. That will take some creativity, but aren’t interested in moving first-
rounders and would like to replace the second-rounder sent to Chicago in 
the Jason Dickinson/Riley Stillman deal. Elias Pettersson can be 
extended this summer, and even though he isn’t a UFA until July 2025, 
it’s already on their radar. 

4. In Bruce Boudreau’s first 82 games as coach of the Canucks, the team 
had 97 points. Last year, that ties them with Nashville for the second wild 
card. This year, it’s slightly above the cutline. With all the craziness, 
you’d think Vancouver had 30 points in that span. 

5. Was talking trades with one GM this week. “What kind of calculator are 
you using?” he asked. “None of this stuff is mathematically possible.” 

6. I do think this will be Jesse Puljujarvi’s last season in Edmonton — 
with everyone recognizing it is time for a fresh start — the question is 
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when it happens. At times, I’ve heard teams like Anaheim, Carolina and 
Detroit have at least looked at it, but I don’t think anything’s ever been 
close to what the Oilers would consider. Right now, battling with injuries 
and for the playoffs, they don’t want to be shorthanded. But, when they 
get healthy, they’ll look at trade options or possibly even waivers. If it 
goes to the summer, I’d imagine Edmonton doesn’t qualify him and he 
signs elsewhere. Hope he finds inner peace well before then. 

7. It’s been such a hard season in Anaheim that one exec wondered if it 
would hurt players’ trade value — especially the UFAs. Really hard to 
ramp up to playoff/contender mode if deals don’t happen for a couple 
more months.  

8. The name we’re always discussing in Arizona is Jakob Chychrun, but 
more and more I’m wondering about Karel Vejmelka. Whether you 
believe in Moneypuck’s Goals Saved Above Expected metric (he’s first) 
or Clear Sight’s (third), he’s having a fantastic season and is signed for 
two more years at a $2.725M AAV. 

Back in the 1993 MLB expansion draft, the Florida Marlins shocked 
everyone by taking highly-paid closer Bryan Harvey — with the rationale 
being they wanted to give their young players (and fans) a few extra 
opportunities to win. Vejmelka’s got the same effect here, but if I needed 
a goalie and had the assets? (Purely made up by me: would Los Angeles 
go after both Chychrun and Vejmelka?)  

9. Okay, Board of Governors. I admit I left West Palm Beach shaking my 
head at the salary-cap situation. In the days leading up to the meeting, 
every conversation with a player, agent or team exec included a 
discussion about the cap — specifically how to boost it by more than $1M 
this summer. One governor indicated the message was league revenues 
are up approximately nine per cent, but still could be short of what will be 
needed to raise the ceiling by $4M instead of $1M. More high-revenue 
teams in the playoffs could help for sure (Seattle is already a top-five 
revenue NHL team, so its rise is a bonus), but an added layer of 
pessimism it can happen. 

“The sense I get from the questions I’m getting asked,” said 
Commissioner Gary Bettman, “Is somehow there’s an expectation that 
the cap should be going up more. That’s not what the agreement 
provides for based on the current circumstances.” The wildest thing 
about this is Bettman himself was the one who brought up a rise in 
October — basically out of nowhere. 

10. After thinking about it, I’m convinced the answer is in the words “not 
what the agreement provides for based on the current circumstances.” 
He’s right. If the escrow debt to the owners is not paid off, the CBA states 
nothing more than $1M. Last summer, the league informed teams to 
expect that this summer, followed by approximately $4M in 2024-25 and 
$5M more for 2025-26. Ever since, there’s been rumours of the 
possibility of boosting it a little this year at the expense of future years. 
But the NHLPA has to go to the league with that, and it is still searching 
for a new Executive Director. 

Bettman is preparing for the eventuality: “What is the NHLPA prepared to 
do for this to happen?” (Ironically, in 2015-16, the NBA went to its 
players’ association and asked to “smooth” a record $25M cap jump due 
to TV revenues, only to have the players reject the idea. That allowed 
Golden State to sign Kevin Durant.) No decision needs to be made until 
June. Let’s see where this goes, but it’s not the last we’ve heard of it. 

11. Other Board of Governors stuff: I know there are fans who hate the 
patches and the new ad boards. I get it, and maybe they’re not here if not 
for COVID revenue losses. (Bettman was never crazy about jersey ads 
beforehand.) Where I really disagree with him is on the expanded 
playoffs. The worst thing that happened was last year when Columbus 
and the Islanders missed the playoffs by 20 points as the first two teams 
out in the East, because it emboldened his stance — even if it is the 
exception, not the norm. 

This is one where there is disagreement from the teams, however. 
They’re careful about what they say, because they want their cookies — 
All-Star, Draft, etc. — but they do think there’s a legit argument to be 

made. I was told there’s legit excitement (deservedly) about the quality of 
play, but concerns about no-shows early in the season. Sometimes that 
happens when football is on the calendar, but more teams in the race 
means increased interest. To me, anyways.  

12. Sportsnet, TNT and ESPN all presented. One governor said 
something interesting, that even though the three were different, all were 
consistent in discussing digital futures. As cord-cutting grows, what is the 
best way to reach your fans? This is bigger than just hockey — it’s a 
question everyone in the television/digital business is trying to answer. If 
you’ve been following the Bally’s/Sinclair situation in the United States, 
you know there’s worry about the future of regional networks.  

13. Seattle and Vegas are already top-five in revenues. More expansion? 

14. Count me as one of those surprised that 21 clubs passed on Eeli 
Tolvanen. I thought for sure one of the low-end teams that need scoring 
would take a shot. I had a few analytically-inclined fans disagree with the 
idea he’s one-dimensional, that he’s better in that area than given credit 
for. We’ll find out, and I’m not surprised the Kraken would take a shot. 
They’ve found a nice role for Daniel Sprong, who has 15 points playing 
10:32 per night.  

15. Seattle is 32nd in faceoff percentage. While it’s not the be-all-and-
end-all, you don’t want to be chasing all night. If GM Ron Francis (career 
54.8) isn’t going to go down there and win them himself, expect the 
Kraken to find someone. Colorado, also looking for a centre, is 31st. 

16. As Tage Thompson exploded for five goals in last Wednesday’s 9-4 
win over Columbus, father Brent was “just enjoying being a parent, being 
a fan. But when the fourth one went in, I was like, ‘Holy Smokes!’” Brent, 
in his 10th season as coach of the AHL Bridgeport Islanders, played 121 
NHL games for Los Angeles, Winnipeg and Phoenix. Another son, Tyce, 
plays for AHL Utica. 

Brent Thompson refuses to take credit for any of Tage’s recent success. 
“He’s proving a lot of people wrong, but everyone matures at a different 
pace. I demanded that he learn to work hard when he was 
younger…whether you’re in hockey or a different business, always be the 
hardest worker. But he always had that self-motivation since he first put a 
stick in his hand. He loves the game.” 

17. Tage’s first full professional season at AHL San Antonio was a split 
affiliation between Colorado and St. Louis, a tough situation for Tage. 
Things didn’t start well in Buffalo after being included in the Ryan O’Reilly 
trade, and he was sent to Rochester for the end of the 2018-19 season. 
Brent told him to embrace it, which Tage did. That year and the start of 
the next, he had 21 points in 24 games, earning a call-up, where he 
suffered a season-ending shoulder injury during his first game. 

“It made him a better player,” Brent said. “I’m happy about his character.” 
He really took off after Don Granato became head coach. Granato had 
familiarity with Thompson, who had two points in 13 games before the 
change in March 2021. He had 12 in 25 afterwards, before last year’s 
breakout. He signed a seven-year $50M extension last summer and 
didn’t like the way he began the year. 

“He enjoys and loves Buffalo very much,” Brent said. “In the first couple 
of games when he wasn’t lighting it up, he thought he was letting down 
the Sabres. My only comment was ‘just relax.’ You got the contract, don’t 
stress, enjoy it, the money’s in your back pocket. Just play.” He also 
agrees with one of Tage’s previous comments, that the centre will be 
even better once he gets to 228 pounds without costing any mobility. 
“Yes, another five-to-eight pounds, he’s going to be even more of a force. 
He’s always been a late bloomer, a skinnier kid. He’s coming.” Coming? 
Yikes.  

18. It was clear from the conversation Brent Thompson loves working 
with Tage and Tyce. Any particularly funny moment that stands out? 
“There was one summer I was going over some shooting details with 
them. Tage got a little snippy with me, and I said, ‘When you score 20 
you can tell me how to do things.’” He laughed. “Now I have to be quiet.” 
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19. Minnesota and Edmonton just played three times in 11 days. The 
Oilers won 5-2 in Alberta, with 38 shots. The Wild won the two games at 
home, 21 shots allowed in each victory. Something to remember if they 
meet in the playoffs. 

20. Was great to see David Perron reach the 1,000-game milestone last 
week. In January 2015, he was traded from Edmonton to Pittsburgh, and 
in January 2016, from the Penguins to Anaheim. Both times there were 
whispers he wasn’t fast enough to play with the NHL’s best players. 
Seven years later, he’s won a Stanley Cup (St. Louis), went to another 
final (Vegas) and is making an impact with 21 points in 29 games for 
Detroit. Edgy, talented, smart player, with good insight into the game. 
The Blues miss him. 

21. New Jersey’s AHL affiliate, Utica, made cut sleeves mandatory. 
Forward Graeme Clarke was cut a couple of weeks ago. Thankfully not 
serious, and he’s played well. There will be continued momentum on this 
issue.  

22. I love Florida’s reverse retro — many of them are great — but one 
broadcaster disagreed, saying you can’t read them from the booth. He 
said he heard that Lou Lamoriello, back in his New Jersey days, 
conducted an experiment when the Devils switched uniforms. Legend 
has it Lamoriello went up to the last row of the old Meadowlands Arena. 
He had someone put on the jersey and go to the farthest end of the ice. 
The test was: could a fan read the name? If not, it wasn’t good enough. 
At the Board of Governors, Lamoriello said that did happen, except he 
didn’t do the actual test. He asked Peter McMullen, the owner’s son, to 
do it.  

23. When Los Angeles was in Toronto, I asked Alex Edler if he had any 
ammo for me to stop Kevin Bieksa from going to a chirp level I just can’t 
get to. “Sorry, there’s nothing you can do,” he replied. 

24. Per Michael Leboff of The Action Network, it’s a big season for 
underdogs. Those that closed plus-200 or higher are 23-41 (35.9 per 
cent). If you bet $100 on every one, you’d be up $1,229. Last year those 
same underdogs went 66-183 (26.5 per cent) and you’d have lost 
$2,184. 2020-21 and 2021-22 were the worst in his database for big 
underdogs. 2022-23, so far, is second best, behind 2007-08. 

25. Last week’s blog had information about Women’s Para Hockey of 
Canada and its attempt to raise $1M and fully fund the national program 
for the first time since its inception in 2007. In the column, I said the 
reason it's not funded by Hockey Canada is another article, and I’d like to 
explain more. 

It’s similar to how, in universities or colleges, some sports are official 
school teams and some are relegated to club level. While the men’s 
teams have enough international competition for an official World 
Championship and Paralympic event, the women, unfortunately, do not. 
That limits funding options since Hockey Canada’s National Sports 
Organization mandate is to operate national teams competing at those 
events. 

Since 2019, Hockey Canada and the Hockey Canada Foundation have 
provided $230,000 in grants. The organization says it is committed to 
growing women’s para hockey, and, as part of that, previously invited 
three players — Alanna Mah, Christina Picton and Raphaelle Tousignant 
— to the men’s camp to compete for spots on that team. Please check 
the link, would love to see these players reach their goal. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 12.15.2022 

1207733 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / ‘A hard-fought road game’: Canucks battle back vs. 
Flames for well-earned shootout win 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

CALGARY — Andrei Kuzmenko has become so adept at English that he 
now knows when not to understand it. 

The Russian rookie who rarely disappoints scored on his first National 
Hockey League shootout attempt as the Vancouver Canucks beat the 
Calgary Flames 4-3 Wednesday in a game the visiting team impressively 
settled and won after losing another two-goal lead. 

Kuzmenko scored the only goal of the tie-breaker, with a stutter-step 
move that changed the angle of his shot as he wristed past the catching 
glove of former Canuck goalie Jacob Markstrom. 

Asked if the stop-and-go was his regular shootout choice, the 26-year-old 
smiled and said in perfect English: “Sorry, I don't understand what you 
mean.” 

He has the element of surprise. So do the Canucks, who surprised us 
Wednesday by steadying themselves after turning a 2-0 lead into a 3-2 
deficit and actually playing a solid road game over the final 41 minutes. 

Sure, stand-on starting goalie Spencer Martin had to make some strong 
saves — and he was perfect in the shootout — but high-danger scoring 
chances were 12-11 for the Canucks, who yielded much less directly in 
front of their net than they have in many games this season. 

“Finally, a win I can feel good about,” veteran J.T. Miller said referring to 
some of the wide-open games the Canucks have survived by scoring five 
or six or seven goals. “We played a hard-fought road game today. We 
had a letdown at the end of the first, turning pucks over. But for the most 
part, we just played so direct, cycled the crap out of the puck. When we 
play like that on the road, we can play with anybody. 

“Just bear down on your one-on-ones and take care of the puck. The 
message is the same every game. But today we just played a pretty 
complete one.” 

Martin faced 38 shots, but 15 of them were in the final 15 minutes of the 
first period when the Canucks lost another multi-goal lead after Bo Horvat 
scored on a deflection just 1:14 after the opening faceoff and Conor 
Garland skated out of the corner and hit his spot over Markstrom’s near-
post shoulder at 1:48 to make it 2-0. 

Sheldon Dries, a healthy-scratch in Saturday’s 3-0 loss against the 
Minnesota Wild, tied the game 3-3 with another clean shot past 
Markstrom at 5:31 of the second period. He was beautifully set up by Nils 
Hoglander, who was supposed to be a healthy scratch on Wednesday 
but snuck back into the lineup when winger Brock Boeser was unable to 
play due to what the team announced was a non-Covid illness. 

Hoglander also assisted on Garland’s goal and had one of his best 
games of the season. Coach Bruce Boudreau rewarded him with a rare 
shift in overtime when the Canucks outshot the Flames 5-2 and 
generated seven scoring chances. 

Hoglander, Miller, Garland and Ilya Mikheyev, on a breakaway, all had 
excellent chances to win it overtime for Vancouver. But it wasn’t until 
Kuzmenko batted leadoff in the shootout that the Canucks got another 
puck past Markstrom. 

“Yes, I like it,” Kuzmenko said when asked about his reaction to being 
chosen for the shootout, just the second this season for the Canucks. 

Was he nervous? 

“No, it’s OK,” he said. “I was happy. It was good game. Twenty thousand 
people at the game. I was not afraid. Why not? Let’s go.” 

At the other end, Martin was aggressively above his crease on all three 
Calgary shooters and displayed a lot of poise in outwaiting and foiling 
Jonathan Huberdeau, Dillon Dube and Mikael Backlund on their deke 
attempts. 
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“I’m just trying to time it depth-wise,” the goalie explained. “Basically 
meet them at their decision point and let them make a move and hold my 
edges.” 

Martin was easily the best Canuck in the shutout loss to the Wild, and 
coupled with Wednesday has delivered his most impressive two-game 
sample yet. A minor-leaguer the last seven seasons, he has played only 
24 games in the NHL. 

But he is now 9-3-1 this season. In the last month, the Canucks are 9-4-0 
and they’ve won their last five games that have gone beyond 60 minutes 
after losing the first three that went to extra time. 

The most consistent part of the Canucks’ season has been captain Bo 
Horvat, who despite a contract impasse that if unsolved will see him 
traded this winter, scored his 21st goal for Vancouver on Wednesday. 

His eight tip-in goals are twice as many as anyone else in the league, 
except Kuzmenko. But most of Kuzmenko’s nine “tip-ins” have actually 
been goalmouth redirections on shot-passes. 

“At the end of pretty much every morning skate, there's three or four of us 
that go down to D-end when they're shooting pucks, and get tips,” Horvat 
said of his hand-eye practise. “I think that's been helping me a lot. In the 
summertime, I work on it a little bit, too. I mean, you see guys like Joe 
Pavelski and these guys make a living off that. To add that to your game, 
obviously it has helped me.” 

The team, too. 

The Canucks play six of their next nine games at Rogers Arena, starting 
Saturday against the Winnipeg Jets. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Markstrom regaining form, Flames' offence needs to 
step up 

 

Eric Francis  

 

CALGARY – If only someone on the Calgary Flames was able to make 
the same sort of statement on the ice as Dillon Dube made off it 
Wednesday night. 

If only someone could step up when it matters most to turn the endless 
moral support they’ve afforded Jacob Markstrom into goal support. 

Markstrom’s fifth-straight start ended with his fifth-straight loss, which is 
equal parts crime and deception. 

The 32-year-old netminder deserves so much better. 

Not just in the win column, but from the masses who keep framing 
Markstrom for the team’s struggles of late. 

Sure, it’s well documented that early in the season the man was a 
shadow of his former self, struggling behind a reformed blue line that 
continues to take its time finding its way. 

He wasn’t too far off when he suggested he “sucked at hockey right 
now.” 

No longer. 

The reality is that Markstrom has been back in his Vezina-calibre form all 
month, surrendering just 11 goals in his last 5 starts. 

His team in front of him has scored just six in that span. 

And while some will want to pin the team’s latest of three-straight extra-
time losses on the man whose club was down 2-0 less than two minutes 
in, it’s Markstrom who deserves credit for the single points he’s now 
stolen in consecutive outings. 

“I think we’re beating it to death here,” said Dube when asked about his 
goalie’s confidence level following the team’s fourth-straight loss.  

“He’s a great goalie. Everyone in this room knows how great of a goalie 
he is, especially what he’s done in this league. 

“I don’t really think there should be any questions about him anymore. 
He’s a spectacular goalie and he kept us in the last couple games.” 

Sure did. 

Of the 24 saves he had to make in Wednesday’s 4-3 shootout loss to 
Vancouver, a handful of dandies came late in the game and in overtime, 
including a breakaway stop on Ilya Mikheyev with a minute left in extra 
time. 

Yet, because this team is still reeling offensively from the loss of Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk, the Flames couldn’t get him the second 
point. 

Again. 

The Flames have played three great games in a row, dating back to their 
roadie through Toronto and Montreal. 

But in all three they’ve only been able to muster loser points because no 
one has been able to step up offensively. 

“This whole month has clearly been our best month,” said Darryl Sutter. 

“We’ve got points in six of the eight games.  

“The difference is the difference-maker.  

“You get the extra or late opportunities, whether it’s the power play, 
overtime or shootouts – that’s where your best players have got to be 
difference-makers for sure.” 

Until then, it’s Markstrom who keeps taking a sizable portion of the blame 
from an understandably frustrated fan base. 

Unfairly. 

It’s easy to point his way when your club is down 2-0, but it was 
Markstrom who battled back from two pretty good goals to lift his team to 
a 2-2 tie by period’s end. 

“Bad luck early,” said Sutter, who was buoyed by his club’s “big point.” 

“I thought we had a really good start and they scored a deflection goal 
and a lost-coverage goal quick, but I thought we were resilient and we 
battled back.” 

And they did it by giving big minutes once again to their top four 
defencemen, leaving precious little ice time for Connor Mackey and 
Michael Stone on the third pairing. 

Up front, the goals came from Mikael Backlund, Andrew Mangiapane and 
Trevor Lewis.  

But in overtime, the Canucks carried the play. 

In the shootout, no Flame found the net, including Jonathan Huberdeau, 
Dube and Backlund. 

A lone shootout snipe by Andrei Kuzmenko off the inside of the post was 
the difference. 

Offence is this club’s looming issue, not the goaltending of late.  

“Those goals that were scored (against Markstrom) tonight were really 
good hockey goals,” said Dube of goals by Bo Horvat, Conor Garland 
and Sheldon Dries. 
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“He played really well the last couple games and kept us in the games. 

“We’ve got to bear down - we need these points.  

“It’s tough when you go three in a row with extra minutes and can’t grab 
that extra point. 

“You’re playing good in tight games and have to find a way to win. 

“That’s what really good teams do, and we need to get to that.” 

They’re certainly not there yet. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' lack of discipline inexcusable in loss to 
Senators 

 

Eric Engels 

 

Let’s leave the cause behind for a second, because it’s not necessary for 
every game to offer some sort of profound lesson to this young 
Canadiens team in development.  

We know, we know: The results are secondary this year, the growth of 
the kids primary, and every experience on the ice can—and should—
provide lasting value if objectives are going to be met down the road. 
That the Canadiens have already learned and grown as much as they 
have this season puts them miles ahead of where they were likely to be 
at this stage. 

But let’s not pretend there’s great value in a completely self-defeating 
loss like the one the Canadiens had in Ottawa on Wednesday. The 
players may be inexperienced at this level, but they’ve all played the 
game long enough to know that they can’t do the things they did against 
the Senators and expect to win. 

If the Canadiens are going to take anything from this game, it’s fuel from 
the sheer disappointment of it.  

They had five Grade-A scoring chances in a lopsided first period and 
didn’t capitalize on any of them. They had to know that was likely to burn 
them—perhaps as early as the beginning of the second—and they still 
came out completely unprepared for the push back that was 
unquestionably coming from the Senators after 20 minutes. 

The Canadiens should be angry with the way they lost this one before 40 
minutes were even complete; with the way they gave a team operating at 
close to 30 per cent on the power play since the beginning of November 
five opportunities to bury them in the second period alone—and with 
(mostly) totally needless penalties. They should be burning about being 
outscored 3-0 and out-shot 16-3 in that middle frame. 

We suspect they were over what turned out to be a productive third 
period, over which they were forced to play with reckless abandon to 
have any chance of salvaging some kind of positive result.  

That the Canadiens were a Josh Anderson shot from the goalmouth from 
tying the game, after Christian Dvorak scored a clutch goal to follow Kirby 
Dach busting a 14-game drought to notch his fifth goal of the season and 
his 20th point in just his 29th game as a member of the team, confirms it. 

But Dach taking an abuse-of-officials penalty at the end of the second 
because he disagreed with being called for interference on Brady 
Tkachuk, after he had taken one of the four consecutive bad penalties 
the Canadiens were called for between the last six minutes of the first 
and the first seven minutes of the second, was inexcusable. 

“He can’t do that,” said Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis to reporters at 
Canadian Tire Centre after the game before insinuating the two calls 
made against Dach were questionable.  

He was visibly perturbed by the officiating in this game, deflecting 
questions about it by asking reporters if they watched the same spectacle 
he did. It was as angry as he’s appeared at any point since being 
appointed to the bench last season.  

We figure the call on Jordan Harris—a clear stick lift that was considered 
a hook with just over three minutes remaining—while the Canadiens 
were mounting a comeback was the one that really stuck with St. Louis 
as the reporters and cameras ended up in front of him.  

But at least he acknowledged that his team was most responsible for the 
outcome. 

“It’s frustrating the result tonight,” he said. “Five-on-five, I loved our 
game. The penalties cost us.” 

St. Louis admitted the one on Arber Xhekaj, for roughing Mark Kastlelic, 
surrendered much of the momentum the Canadiens had gained through 
the first 14 minutes of the game. He didn’t have to say Chris Wideman’s 
trip on Drake Batherson was totally unnecessary, especially since it 
came seconds after Shane Pinto took advantage of the Canadiens’ 
sleepiness to start the second period. 

It was fairly evident. 

Three minutes later, Dach took two chops at Thomas Chabot’s stick and 
got called for one of them, and he was barking at the officials all the way 
to the box.  

Dach got away with that, but not the penalty—with Drake Batherson 
making it 2-0 Senators 10 seconds into the winger’s minor. 

Less than a minute-and-a-half later Juraj Slafkovsky closed his hand on 
the puck 200 feet from his own net and sent the Senators back to the 
power play.  

Tkachuk scored. 

He was probably laughing when Dach lost his composure with just over 
three minutes remaining in the second, knowing the Canadiens would be 
left with just under 20 minutes (not really enough time) to make a game 
of it. 

“You’ve got to control your emotions in those moments,” said St. Louis.  

He controlled his emotions as best he could after the game. 

But the coach was frustrated, and it’s hard to believe it was just because 
of the officiating.  

The Canadiens came into this contest averaging the eighth-most 
penalties per game in the NHL and came out of it having moved into 
seventh on the list. Their lack of discipline has almost certainly been a 
focal point of internal discussions going into games and had to have 
been one before this game. 

But the result was putting one of the NHL’s hottest power plays to work 
seven times. 

So no, there isn’t some big lesson to take out of this specific game that 
carries the Canadiens forward in their development. There’s just some 
anger that couldn’t have fully dissipated after a strong third period, which 
they’ll have to hope carries over and is properly channeled against the 
Anaheim Ducks at the Bell Centre on Thursday. 
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TSN.CA / Wright, Bedard join forces on Canada's exceptional top line 
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Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the 2023 IIHF 
World Junior Championship. Team Canada practised at the at Garcelon 
Civic Centre in St. Stephen, N.B., on Wednesday.  

Shane Wright and Connor Bedard are joining forces on Team Canada's 
top line.  

"Pretty excited," said Wright. "We haven't had a whole lot of opportunity 
to play together before. At U18s we weren't on the same line." 

"It's exciting," said Bedard. "A guy that's been playing in the NHL and an 
unreal player. I'm sure if I was playing with him he would make the game 
pretty easy." 

This appears to be a perfect match. Wright, a centre with the Seattle 
Kraken, has played eight National Hockey League games this season 
and scored in his final outing before being loaned to Hockey Canada. 
Bedard, a phenom with the Regina Pats, arrived at Canada's camp riding 
a 27-game point streak in the Western Hockey League.  

"His goal-scoring ability, his shot, is probably what I'm most excited 
about," said Wright. "You know if you give him the puck in a scoring 
area he's most likely going to put it in the back the net. It should be a lot 
of fun." 

"I don't think he has any weaknesses," observed Bedard. "I mean, it's 
pretty rare for him to make a mistake or turn the puck over or something 
like that." 

Peterborough Petes left winger Brennan Othmann is the other member of 
the top line. He played with Bedard at the summer World Juniors in 
Edmonton and has an extensive history with Wright, who he played with 
in minor hockey and the 2021 Under-18 World Championship. So, there's 
already some built-in chemistry with this group.  

"I don't think Shane and Bedsy really need to worry about their 
chemistry," Othmann, a New York Rangers first rounder in 2021, said. 
"They're exceptional, right. They're just highly skilled and they read super 
well off each other. They think the game alike and they can both shoot 
the puck at a very high level …They both have NHL shots." 

Wright, 18, is one of six players granted exceptional status to play in the 
Ontario Hockey League at age 15. He went fourth overall to the Kraken 
in July's draft.  

Bedard, 17, is the only player to ever receive the exceptional-status 
designation in the WHL. He is the projected first overall pick in the 2023 
NHL draft.  

"They're going to be lethal," said Los Angeles Kings defenceman Brandt 
Clarke. "They're going to be high octane and generating every shift. The 
other teams will need to be on their toes every shift if they want to keep 
up with those guys. The puck movement they have. The quick releases 
they have. It's going to be really exciting. You guys are looking forward to 
watching it, but I'm also looking forward to watching it." 
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