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Finally at home, the Hurricanes continued winning, posting a 3-2 victory over Seattle 

By Chip Alexander 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes had a home game Thursday. 
Repeat: a home game. After keeping their suitcases packed 
and handy most of the first 28 games of the season, the 
Canes finally are back at PNC Arena to play some games. 
 
The Hurricanes (17-6-6) parlayed some strong early play into 
a 3-2 victory over the Seattle Kraken as goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov won for the sixth time in his past seven games. 
 
“I thought we were good the whole game,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We didn’t score after we got up three but 
we were still pretty good the whole game. Solid game, great 
effort.” 
 
Andrei Svechnikov and Derek Stepan scored in the first 
period Thursday, and Stefan Noesen converted a penalty 
shot at 2:08 of the second. The Canes had a 3-0 lead and 
the Kraken (16-10-3) struggling to get shots on net. 
But the Kraken’s Ryan Donato scored on a tip in the second 
period. Daniel Sprong scored in the third, making it a 3-2 
game, and the Canes had to make plays in their zone at the 
end to seal the win and extend their point streak to nine 
games. 
 
Takeaways from the game: 
- It took a tip-in to end Kochetkov’s scoreless streak. After 
shutouts against the Islanders and Red Wings and a 
scoreless first period Thursday, Kochetkov had Donato’s 
deflection get past home at 11:26 of the second, ending his 
streak at 151:26. Kochetkov did give up a soft goal to Daniel 
Sprong in the third on a shot from the right circle. 

- The first period had to be among the Canes’ best this 
season. There was a lot of tape-to-tape passing, sharp 
breakouts, good offensive chances and constant pressure on 
Kraken goalie Philipp Grubauer. And two goals. Svechnikov 
scored his 16th of the season after a turnover in the Kraken 
zone. Stepan picked up his first on a rush into the zone, Jack 
Drury with the perfect setup pass. Stepan had two goals 
disallowed early in the season. This one counted. “It had 
seemed the game had kind of disappeared from me, which is 

a confidence thing,” Stepan said. “If you really start to beat 
yourself up, it gets worse and there was a stretch where it 
was for me. It’s good to get one.” 
 
- Milestone goal for Stepan, by the way. The veteran forward 
now has scored against all 32 NHL teams. 
 
- Former Canes Tuomo Ruutu once said his strategy on 
shootout shots was to pick a spot and rip it. Not a lot of 
thinking. Just let it rip. Noesen appeared to do that on his 
penalty shot early in the second period, his first in the NHL 
with a slapshot that beat Grubauer. “He dropped his glove 
and I don’t think anybody was going to stop that one,” 
Noesen said. 
 
- Svechnikov had a pretty neat goal-scoring celly. He first 
cupped his right hand to his ear — a “let’s hear it” move — 
and then fired a fist into the air. 
 
- Strong game by the Canes’ fourth line. Stepan, Noesen and 
Drury put together some some very solid shifts. Their shift 
seven minutes into the third was textbook stuff. “We’ve 
gotten into a nice little rhythm,” Noesen said. “(Brind’Amour) 
keeps trusting us and playing us and that’s huge.” 
 
- There needs to be a better way. Brind’Amour said he was 
told by a referee that a high-sticking call against the Canes’ 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi late in the second period was the wrong 
call but not reviewable. “The ref handled it perfectly, in my 
opinion,” Brind’Amour said. “He knew they messed up. As 
I’ve said many, many times, that’s why we need a review 
system because that could have cost us the game. ... For 
some reason you can only review the four-minute (high-
sticking call). Common sense doesn’t add up. When we can 
see it that quickly, there’s got to be a better way to do this. 
We’re in an age now where we want to get it right.” 
 
- Another vintage Jaccob Slavin defensive game. All over the 
ice making the plays for the Canes. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 16, 2022 

 

 

LeBrun: Bo Horvat’s trade cost, Oiler’s defense targets, more NHL rumblings 

By Pierre LeBrun 
 
The return that Vancouver could be looking for in a Bo 
Horvat trade is one of the interesting things to consider as 
this market starts to develop. 
 
It might not be what we expect. 
 
I assumed the Canucks would be asking for a futures-only 
package, as selling, retooling teams most often do when 
they’re dealing with an in-season trade for a pending 
unrestricted free agent. But so far, it seems that Vancouver 
is looking instead for more of a hockey deal — to upgrade at 
center ice and/or right-shot defense if possible and bring in a 
player in the twentysomething age range this Canucks 
management group has focused on since coming on board. 
 
My TSN colleague Darren Dreger first reported similar 
information on our Insider Trading segment Thursday 
evening. 
 
There’s no timeline on a potential trade at this point. If the 
Canucks get an offer that matches their criteria, a deal could 
get done quickly. But it could also easily wait until closer to 
the deadline. 
 
Either way, I think it tells you a couple of things that this is 
what they’re looking for. 
 
First, it tells you that the Canucks don’t feel that competing 
for a playoff spot this season is far-fetched. And look at the 
standings. They’re still only a few points back from a wild-
card spot. 
 
Second, it could signal the possibility of an acquiring team 
signing Horvat to a contract extension as part of a trade. 
That possibility is easier said than done, but if it happens, it 
would augment the return value for the Canucks. 
 
The difficulty in pulling off an in-season hockey trade like that 
is that most contending teams with interest in an asset like 
Horvat aren’t going to want to lose a player off their roster 
who can help them win now. That’s why most high-profile 
rentals traded before the deadline go for futures. On the flip 
side, with so many contending teams right at the salary cap, 
a team landing Horvat would have to move money out 
anyway. 
 
And the possibility of Horvat re-signing with his new team as 
part of a trade? It’s hard, but we did see it happen last 
season with Hampus Lindholm after being traded from the 
Ducks to the Bruins. I also wonder if non-playoff teams with 
cap room to spare would try to get in on Horvat, viewing the 

acquisition price as worth it in order to cut off the competition 
ahead of July 1 free agency. That’s a longer shot, I think, but 
you can’t rule it out. 
 
I would also never completely close the door on Horvat re-
signing with the Canucks, even though those chances are 
certainly more remote now than they’ve been in the past. 
Sometimes when the reality of a possible trade hits you — 
both as a front office and as a player — there can be a 
sudden change of heart. 
 
At the moment, all signs point to the Canucks front office 
exploring the trade route after being unable to sign Horvat a 
couple of weeks ago. But stranger things have happened. 
 
Oilers’ D search 
 
It’s hardly a secret that the Oilers will be on the lookout for a 
blueliner before the March 3 trade deadline. It is their 
obvious need. 
 
As such, the Oilers’ front office, I’m told, has already been 
busy examining the potential D available. 
 
Two names that I believe have come up in those internal 
discussions are John Klingberg and Joel Edmundson. And 
talk about two completely different players. 
 
Klingberg is a pending UFA after signing a one-year, $7 
million deal with Anaheim last August, and it’s been a rough 
season for both him and the Ducks. He has a unique no-
trade clause that is 100 percent until Jan. 1 and then is 
modified to allow Klingberg to list 10 teams he will accept a 
trade to. If the Oilers decide to go after Klingberg — and I 
heard they looked at him over the summer, for what it’s worth 
— they obviously would have made the determination that 
he’s an upgrade over Tyson Barrie. 
 
With Edmundson, meanwhile, you’re talking about a 
shutdown-type blueliner with Stanley Cup pedigree. He’s 
also not a rental. He has a year left on his deal, with a $3.5 
million cap hit. As far as I can tell, the Canadiens have not 
been bringing up his name in talks with teams, but given 
where Habs GM Kent Hughes is in the team’s “rebuild we 
shall not name a rebuild,” he will certainly listen. 
 
It’s happened before. Hughes wasn’t trying to move Artturi 
Lehkonen before the deadline last season. But it got to the 
point where the insistent Avalanche got past a tipping point 
in their offer. 
 
To me, Edmundson is the better fit for what the Oilers need, 
especially on the left side. It wouldn’t surprise me if GM Ken 
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Holland has those discussions with Hughes in the new year 
to at least see what the price is. 
 
Crowded Carolina crease 
 
So what happens when the Hurricanes get fully healthy in 
goal with the return of Frederik Andersen? 
 
Pyotr Kochetkov can’t be put back into the genie bottle. He’s 
played too well to send back down, right? 
 
My sense of things at the moment is that the Hurricanes are 
ready to carry three NHL goalies for the foreseeable future, if 
not the entire season, depending on how things unfold. If 
that’s what happens, it speaks to how injury-prone their 
veteran goalies, Andersen and Antti Raanta, have been — 
but also to what the Canes feel they have in the emerging 
Kochetkov, the 23-year-old they picked at No. 36 in the 2019 
draft. 
 
Some people raised their eyebrows when the Canes signed 
Kochetkov to a four-year extension at a $2 million average 
annual value last month — a deal that doesn’t kick in until 
next season. Now it looks more like the Canes front office 
getting ahead of a breakthrough season. 
 
Scoring boom 
 
My phone certainly filled up after my piece from Dec. 8 on 
the NHL’s scoring boom. 
 
Here are a couple of responses I wanted to share. 
 
First, from a longtime NHL goalie, who said he thought the 
article was interesting but wanted to add another layer to 
why he thinks we’re seeing more scoring these days: 
 
“One thing that has popped out to me, as well, is the loss of 
goalie talent in the last three years,” the goalie, who 
requested anonymity, said via text message, listing Roberto 

Luongo, Pekka Rinne, Ryan Miller, Henrik Lundqvist, Tuukka 
Rask, Corey Crawford, Ben Bishop, Jimmy Howard, Braden 
Holtby, Carey Price, Mike Smith and Devan Dubnyk as 
examples. 
 
“That’s a lot of experience, talent and hardware that were 
legit ones for 10-15 years who are gone,” he added. “So lots 
of turnover, breaking new goalies into the league with lost 
development time due to COVID-19, plus all of the elements 
you talked about has created a perfect storm. Love the new 
generation of guys taking over (Igor Shesterkin, Ilya Sorokin, 
Juuse Saros, etc.) but that’s one-third of the league’s starting 
goalies being turned over in a short period of time.” 
 
It’s a great point. 
 
I would add that the position has also never been harder to 
play, as far as stress on goalies going post to post and 
dealing physically and mentally with the game being faster 
than ever. 
 
Another response I got was from an NHL referee, who also 
requested anonymity but sent this message after reading my 
piece: 
 
“I will say, and he never gets credit, but all these positive 
changes would not have been allowed to flourish if (Stephen) 
Walkom wasn’t our boss. The players could be as offensive 
and skilled as they want, but if he didn’t lead us to the current 
standard, it would be all for not!” 
 
Walkom, the NHL’s director of officiating, has worked hard 
with his group over the past several years in specific areas. 
Think of the crackdown on cross-checking, for example. And 
even just look at all the power plays in the playoffs last 
season. They called penalties in the playoffs! 
 
We can debate all day long about NHL officiating — there is 
no end to that conversation — but this point from the referee 
is valid.

 

NHL Power Rankings: A surge into the top 10 and a haiku for every team 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 
 
Yearly tradition 
 
Sean and Dom write team haikus 
 
Enjoy our poems. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Last Week: 1 
Record: 23-4-2 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 
 
Best team in hockey 
Basically flawless, right? 
Last Dance for Stanley 
 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Last Week: 3 
Record: 19-6-6 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 2 
 
The streaks are over 
For Marner and his teammates 
And they made their points 
 
3. New Jersey Devils 
 
Last Week: 2 
Record: 21-7-2 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 3 
 
Hughes learned to finish 
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It’s over for everyone 
44-goal pace 
 
4. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Last Week: 4 
Record: 22-9-1 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 5 
 
While Eichel is out 
Stone is carrying the team 
Guess his back feels fine 
 
5. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Last Week: 8 
Record: 18-8-4 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 8 
 
That’s seven straight wins 
Same script every December 
Same April? Hope not 
 
6. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Last Week: 7 
Record: 19-9-1 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 7 
 
For two days last month 
We worried about Tampa 
What a waste of time 
 
7. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Last Week: 9 
Record: 17-6-6 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 6 
 
One-goal game merchants 
No Aho, need depth scoring 
Stepan, Noesen help 
 
8. Dallas Stars 
 
Last Week: 6 
Record: 18-8-5 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 8 
 
Jason Robertson? 
Dude hasn’t scored in six games 
Dallas still won five 
 
9. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Last Week: 5 
Record: 19-9-1 
Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 
 
Not just Hellebuyck 
Team is cooking with Bowness 
Always read Murat 
 
10. New York Rangers 
 
Last Week: 15 
Record: 16-10-5 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 10 
 
Knocking off the Leafs? 
One more measuring stick win 
Look out: Igor’s back 
 
11. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Last Week: 11 
Record: 15-11-2 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 11 
 
Byram, Manson out 
MacKinnon, Landeskog too 
Watch out when healthy 
 
12. Minnesota Wild 
 
Last Week: 18 
Record: 16-11-2 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 12 
 
Wins in nine of 12 
Ryan Hartman is back soon 
Everything seems fine 
 
13. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Last Week: 17 
Record: 17-13-1 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 15 
 
Best player alive 
Is scoring two points per game 
Team should be better 
 
14. New York Islanders 
 
Last Week: 13 
Record: 17-12-1 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 13 
 
We’d bury this team 
If Sorokin played elsewhere 
Guess what: He doesn’t 
 
15. Seattle Kraken 
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Last Week: 10 
Record: 16-10-3 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 14 
 
Five of six losers 
Unsustainable shooting 
Will come down to earth 
 
16. Calgary Flames 
 
Last Week: 14 
Record: 13-11-6 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 16 
 
A wise man once said 
“Relying on loser points 
Is no way to live” 
 
17. Washington Capitals 
 
Last Week: 22 
Record: 15-13-4 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 17 
 
The Great Eight… Hundred 
94 more to catch Wayne 
He’s gonna do it 
 
18. Florida Panthers 
 
Last Week: 12 
Record: 14-13-4 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 20 
 
Shutout by ‘Lumbus? 
Fifth in the wild card standings? 
Time to panic, fellas 
 
19. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Last Week: 21 
Record: 16-12-5 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 17 
 
Just as advertised 
Much needed offensive star 
Kevin Fiala 
 
20. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Last Week: 16 
Record: 13-10-6 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 19 
 
Seider and Raymond 
A step back from rookie year 
Twin sophomore slumps 

 
21. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Last Week: 20 
Record: 14-14-2 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 21 
 
Is Tage Thompson 
Josh Allen in hockey form? 
Buffalo hopes so 
 
22. Nashville Predators 
 
Last Week: 19 
Record: 12-12-4 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 22 
 
Six Preds with 10 points 
They have more goals than one team 
And it’s the Blackhawks 
 
23. Ottawa Senators 
 
Last Week: 26 
Record: 12-14-2 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 23 
 
Hopeful new owner 
“Frothy, rabies-infused fan” 
Has he seen them play? 
 
24. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Last Week: 24 
Record: 13-13-3 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 24 
 
Look at their schedule 
They’re going to get closure 
By December’s end 
 
25. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Last Week: 23 
Record: 14-14-2 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 25 
 
“Piss and vinegar” 
“Hot and horny” — Hockey quote? 
Or one dumb, drunk night 
 
26. St. Louis Blues 
 
Last Week: 25 
Record: 14-15-1 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 26 
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Two straight wins is nice 
And we know this team loves streaks 
Still, don’t get sucked in 
 
27. San Jose Sharks 
 
Last Week: 27 
Record:10-16-5 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 27 
 
San Jose is good 
With Karlsson, Hertl, Meier 
Anyone else? Awful 
 
28. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Last Week: 28 
Record: 10-14-7 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 28 
 
Two wins in five weeks 
Carter Hart and Torts’ structure 
Can’t fix Fletcher’s mess 
 
29. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Last Week: 30 
Record: 9-14-4 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 29 
 
Karel Vejmelka 
Is screwing up the tank job 

Trade him to the Kings 
 
30. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Last Week: 29 
Record: 10-17-2 
Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 30 
 
Florida winter 
Sunshine, warm temperatures 
And back-to-back losses 
 
31. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Last Week: 31 
Record: 7-17-4 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 
 
Top pair Jack Johnson 
Tank hard for Connor Bedard 
Loss, Loss, Loss, Loss, Loss 
 
32. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Last Week: 32 
Record: 8-20-3 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 
 
This can’t be correct 
A Ducks regulation win? 
What’s next? The rapture? 
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Recap: Canes Take Care of Kraken in Return Home 

Team extends point streak to nine games; Kochetkov sets 
new rookie record with shutout streak of 151:26 
 
By Walt Ruff 
 
RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes had a happy 
homecoming in their first game at PNC Arena in 19 days, 
beating the Seattle Kraken by a score of 3-2. 
 
The Story 
 
Playing on home ice for the first time in 19 days, the Canes 
came out of the gate with their foot on the gas. 
 
Establishing an early lead in both possession and shots, the 
game's first goal would not follow far behind. As Seattle was 
attempting to break the puck out of their own end, 
defenseman Carson Soucy was unable to handle a pass, 
leaving a golden opportunity for Andrei Svechnikov. The 
team's leading scorer would not miss and the tone would be 
set. 
 
  
Svechnikov's 16th of the season was then shortly followed 
by the first of the year for Derek Stepan, who deposited a 
feed on the rush from Jack Drury. 
 
By the end of the game's opening 20 minutes Carolina had 
developed a 2-0 advantage on the scoreboard and a 
controlling 14-4 shots advantage. 
 
As Pyotr Kochetkov got into a groove behind the unit, Stefan 
Noesen quickly extended the team's lead to a trio just 2:08 
into the middle frame. Slashed on a breakaway by Adam 
Larsson, the high-scoring winger was awarded a penalty 
shot, one that he had no trouble making good on. 
 
The first blemish of Kochetkov's night would come later in 
the second frame, his first goal allowed since December 6 in 
Anaheim. With back-to-back shutouts in New York and 
Detroit, the netminder passed Jason Muzzatti's 26-year 
record for the longest consecutive shutout sequence by a 
rookie goalie. Muzzatti, now the Goaltending Development 
Coach for the organization, had previously posted a run of 
130:12, but Kochetkov replaces him atop the charts with 
151:26. 
 
Seattle would then crawl back within one in the third period 
after Daniel Sprong was able to fit one by Kochetkov, but 
they would not be able to complete the entire comeback. 

 
The Canes would ride out a 3-2 score to the final horn, 
picking up at least one point in the standings for a ninth 
consecutive outing. 
 
They Said It 
 
Rod Brind'Amour following the winning effort... 
 
"We were sharp and all over it. We were great all night. I 
thought [Seattle] had a couple good shifts in the third after 
they got their lucky one, but overall, I thought we were all 
over it." 
 
Stefan Noesen on his penalty shot goal... 
 
"A couple years ago in Wilkes-Barre/Scranton [of the 
American Hockey League] I did it a couple times and I went 
5/5. If he dropped his glove, I was going high. If he didn't I 
was going five-hole or going to make him make a move. But 
he dropped his glove and I don't think anyone was going to 
stop that." 
 
Derek Stepan discussing his first of the year... 
 
"It's been a rough start. I started really well, I had back-to-
back disallowed goals and then the game kind of 
disappeared for me. It's a confidence thing. It's always nice 
to score, it definitely builds that momentum." 
 
Bonus Notes 
 
    Derek Stepan's first period goal now gives him a tally 
against all 32 active NHL franchises. 
    Stefan Noesen's penalty shot goal was the first for 
Carolina since Jeff Skinner scored against the New York 
Islanders on March 13, 2017. The Canes had only had one 
attempt since the 2017-18 campaign, belonging to Seth 
Jarvis last season. 
    Pyotr Kochetkov's shutout sequence of 151:26 ranks sixth 
among all goalies in franchise history. Trevor Kidd holds the 
record for the longest in team history, going 219:21 without a 
goal during the 1997-98 season. 
    Kochetkov improves to 8-1-4, his third win in a row. 
    The Canes move to 17-6-6 with the victory. 
  
What's Next? 
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The team is scheduled to practice on Friday before hosting a 
Saturday-Sunday back-to-back against Dallas and 
Pittsburgh, respectively. 

Canes Reassign Lajoie To Chicago 

Wolves captain has recorded six assists in 17 AHL games 
this season 

RALEIGH, NC - Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League's Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has reassigned 
defenseman Maxime Lajoie to the Chicago Wolves of the 
American Hockey League (AHL). 

Lajoie, 25, has earned six assists in 17 AHL games with 
Chicago in 2022-23 and was named the team's captain on 
Nov. 8. The 6'1", 185-pound defenseman has posted 93 

points (15g, 78a) in 211 career AHL games with Belleville 
and Chicago and added eight points (4g, 4a) in 18 playoff 
games last season to help the Wolves win the 2022 Calder 
Cup. He has skated in three NHL games with the Hurricanes 
this season and has now played eight NHL games with 
Carolina over the past two campaigns. Lajoie has skated in 
70 career NHL games with Ottawa and Carolina since 
debuting with the Senators in 2018-19, registering 15 points 
(7g, 8a). The Quebec City, Que., native was drafted by 
Ottawa in the fifth round, 133rd overall, of the 2016 NHL 
Draft and acquired by Carolina in exchange for Clark Bishop 
on Jan. 12, 2021. 

Mailbag #45: Andrei Svechnikov 

The man himself answers your questions. 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Do you call it a lacrosse goal? The 
Michigan? The Svech? 

Thankfully you're off the hook for answering questions right 
now, and instead, the man who nets the electrifying goals is 
instead on the hot seat. 

Here is what he had to say about what you wanted to know. 

(Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

What's your favorite thing to do on an off day? - 
@Jacobs4858 

Lay in bed and watch a movie. Something on Netflix. 

What's the best movie you've watched recently? 

It was a show called Untold. There was one about a football 
player and it was unbelievable. But if I had to give you a 
movie, I recently watched World War Z again. It came out in 
like 2013, so I'd seen it before, but it was so good that I 
watched it again. 

Favorite meal to eat in Raleigh? - @HHandorf / 
@AmandaRaquel104 / @jerrybarajes_ 

For dinner? 

Sure! 

Probably The Capital Grille. 

What's your favorite traditional Russian meal? - 
@RadDadRusty 

Just Borscht, honestly. 

My mom makes it all the time and it is always so good. 

Besides PNC Arena, what is your favorite place to play in the 
league? - @kaci_csellar / @hmorrs24 

Vegas. T-Mobile Arena. 

Why? 

It's brand new and the sound system there is awesome. It's 
so cool to play there. It's always noisy the whole game and 
it's always a good time. 

What's your coffee order? - @hrryiana 

An Iced White Chocolate Mocha from Starbucks. 

Aside from being an awesome forward and all-around great 
guy, is Pyotr living in your new house? - @janet_doolittle 

No. 

Any magic trick updates? - @evanlucy 

No, not really. In my second year I was doing magic but that 
kind of stopped. 
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Who is your favorite person in the league to play against? - 
@emmarae_14 

It's tough, there are so many good guys to play against in the 
league and I try and enjoy playing against them all. 

I have to say my brother though. 

What makes it so fun to play against him? 

It's always a special night when you play against your 
brother. You grew up together, you were raised together and 
now you're playing against him in the NHL. It's special. 

What keeps you motivated to keep becoming a better 
player? - @rxebeca 

That's just how I was raised, to be honest. I hate to lose. I 
hate to lose at anything. 

I love to win and that's all that matters to me. 

What's been your favorite moment as a Hurricane so far? - 
@kaci_csellar 

Can I say two? 

Of course. 

The first one would be the lacrosse goal that I scored at 
PNC. 

The second would be my rookie year when we went to the 
semifinals in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. That was a lot of fun.  

How would you like to be remembered as a Canes player 
when he inevitably retires from hockey? - @AceCaniac 

I want to be remembered as someone who was a good 
player and a good person. 

Hopefully, I will be remembered as someone who won the 
Stanley Cup a couple of times, too. 

 
 

  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 16, 2022 

 

 
 

Hurricanes extend point streak to 9 with win against Kraken  

Stepan scores first of season, Kochetkov's shutout streak 
ends at 151:26 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C -- The Carolina Hurricanes extended their 
point streak to nine games with a 3-2 win against the Seattle 
Kraken at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Derek Stepan and Stefan Noesen scored 
for the Hurricanes (17-6-6), who are 7-0-2 during the streak. 
Pyotr Kochetkov made 15 saves. 

"I thought we were pretty good the whole game," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We were sharp all over all 
night. Overall, I thought it was a solid game." 

Ryan Donato and Daniel Sprong scored for the Kraken (16-
10-3), who have lost two straight and five of six. Philipp 
Grubauer made 36 saves. 

"We're coming through a tough road trip (1-3-0). We knew 
what this stretch looked like," Seattle coach Dave Hakstol 
said. "We're disappointed. We're going home with two out of 
the eight points, so that says that we all have to get back to 
Seattle and have a good day of practice and get ready to 
turn that around as we go into the Christmas break." 

Svechnikov gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 10:10 of the 
first period. He skated in all alone and scored blocker side 
after the Kraken turned the puck over while attempting to 
break out of their zone. 

"Their sustained five-man pressure in the first period was 
relentless," Hakstol said. "We got caught with a couple of 
soft plays, a little bit slow in a couple of decisions, and that's 
what that pressure can do to you." 

Stepan scored his first goal of the season to make it 2-0 at 
17:16. He fed Jack Drury in the neutral zone before receiving 
a return pass in the high slot and beating Grubauer with wrist 
shot glove side. 

"It's a confidence thing. It's always nice to score," Stepan 
said. "It definitely builds that momentum a little bit. I liked the 
way our line played tonight, that's for sure." 

Noesen extended the lead to 3-0 on a penalty shot at 2:08 of 
the second period. After he was slashed on a breakaway by 
Adam Larsson, Noesen scored just under the crossbar with a 
slap shot from the slot. 

"If he dropped his glove, I was going there," Noesen said. "If 
he didn't, maybe five-hole or make a move. But he dropped 
his glove. I don't think anyone is going to stop that one." 

Donato made it 3-1 at 11:26 of the second when he deflected 
Carson Soucy's shot from the blue line. The goal ended 
Kochetkov's shutout streak at 151:26, the longest by a rookie 
in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history. 

"We found our game eventually, but you can't start that late 
against a good team like that," Donato said. "I say it all the 
time, but if we get pucks low, we have a lot of guys who can 
forecheck real hard and get turnovers." 

Sprong cut it to 3-2 at 9:14 of the third period with a wrist 
shot that trickled under Kochetkov's right arm. 

"I knew if I put it far side, even if it doesn't go in, [Brandon 
Tanev's] going to beat his guy to the net," Sprong said. "I 
think as a line we deserved that one. We had some really 
good looks in the second and third. 

"I think we didn't get to the O-zone much in the first 10 
(minutes), but we started playing with more speed and we 
started playing our game, and I think as the game went on 
we took more control. We just have to get rid of those grade-
A chances that we gave up." 

NOTES: Seattle had a season-low 17 shots. … Hurricanes 
forward Paul Stastny played his 1,100th NHL game. … 
Noesen's penalty shot was his first in the NHL.
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Pyotr Kochetkov wins again, Hurricanes top Kraken 3-2 

By Bob Sutton 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Carolina goalie Pyotr Kochetkov had 
his scoreless streak end and the Hurricanes held on after 
building an early lead to beat the Seattle Kraken 3-2 on 
Thursday night. 
 
Andrei Svechnikov and Derek Stepan scored in the first 
period and Stefan Noesen added a second-period goal on 
his first career penalty shot. 
 
Kochetkov, who went more than 151 minutes without 
allowing a goal, made 15 saves for his sixth win in the team’s 
last seven games. Carolina has a nine-game points streak, 
capped by a performance with few glitches. 
 
“We were sharp and all over it,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 
 
Ryan Donato and Daniel Sprong scored for Seattle and 
Philipp Grubauer made 36 saves. The Kraken finished a 
four-game trip 1-3-0. 
 
“We knew what this stretch looked like,” Kraken coach Dave 
Hakstol said. “We’re disappointed to go home with two points 
out of the eight (possible) points.” 
 
Svechnikov scored unassisted 10:10 into the game after a 
terrible Seattle turnover. Stepan’s first goal of the season 
came with 2:08 left in the opening period. He had been 
without a goal throughout his first 25 games this season. 
 
“It’s a confidence thing. It’s always nice to score,” Stepan 
said. “It definitely builds that momentum a little bit. If you 
really to start to beat yourself up, it just gets worse. I think 
there was a stretch where it was for me.” 
 
Stepan had more than 11 minutes of ice time for the first time 
since Nov. 9. Brind’Amour said he had provided other 
assets. 
 
“If you’re doing it right, eventually it’s going to go in for you,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He’s not playing a ton of minutes, and I’m 
not expecting him to score a ton of goals.” 
 
Noesen gave the Hurricanes a goal on a penalty shot for the 
first time since March 2017. Noesen converted on a slap 
shot. 

 
“I don’t think anyone is going to stop that one,” he said. 
 
The second period also featured Kochetkov’s save on 
Sprong’s breakaway before Donato’s goal on a redirection at 
11:26. That ended Kochetkov’s scoreless stretch at 151 
minutes, 26 seconds. Still, he broke the franchise’s rookie 
goalie record for longest scoreless streak. 
 
Sprong made it a one-goal margin with 10:46 remaining. 
 
Grubauer was an unexpected starter for the Kraken after 
Martin Jones was scratched. 
 
“He battled hard,” Hakstol said. “He gave us a chance to stay 
within striking distance in this game. … We stayed with it. 
We didn’t come apart. We didn’t try to start doing things on 
our own or get off the page.” 
 
The Hurricanes held a 27-11 in shots through two periods. 
 
Both teams were 0 for 2 on power plays. That might be more 
concerning for the Kraken, which is in a 1-for-18 stretch 
across the last six games. 
 
“We had, in the second period tonight, outstanding 
opportunities early in the power play and didn’t sustain it to 
the next group coming out,” Hakstol said. 
 
ICE MATTERS 
 
Stepan, a 13-year NHL veteran, now has scored against all 
32 active NHL teams. … Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho 
missed his third game in a row with a lower-body injury, but 
forward Jesper Fast was back following a two-game injury-
related absence. … Seattle’s Yanni Gourde had an assist on 
his 31st birthday. He also had an assist seven years earlier 
on the only other occasion of playing an NHL game on his 
birthday. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Kraken: Host Winnipeg on Sunday. 
 
Hurricanes: Host Dallas on Saturday. 
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Why NHL teams are turning to goalie tandems more and more 

By Ryan S. Clark 
 
None of this was planned. It just sort of happened, as 
bromances often do. Boston Bruins goaltenders Jeremy 
Swayman and Linus Ullmark would celebrate winning mini-
games in practice by hugging it out. They never really talked 
about it because it just felt natural. 
 
So imagine Swayman's surprise when he won last season's 
Bruins opener. He jokes how Ullmark "came in hot" and just 
hugged him. They viewed it as a special moment and had no 
idea it would take on a life of its own. 
 
Watching Swayman and Ullmark in their exaggerated hug 
has become an extremely familiar sight this season. The 
Bruins have emerged as one of the NHL's best teams, and 
with each win comes that hallmark moment. 
 
It doesn't matter who gets the win. Whoever was on the 
bench for the game rushes over for what's coming next. As 
the goalies get near each other, Ullmark and Swayman throw 
their arms into the air and embrace in the most emphatic of 
ways. Almost like they are long separated family members 
meeting at an airport. 
 
"I love teamwork, having brothers, wearing the same jersey 
and having one of your best friends be one of your closest 
teammates as a goalie," Swayman said. "It's hard to beat 
that." 
 
Having two goalies working together as a tandem has 
become the norm, as the days of one player seeing the vast 
majority of time in net seem to be slipping away. 
 
Consider the circumstances of the Carolina Hurricanes' first 
road trip of the season. Five games in 10 days played over 
two time zones, starting in the United States and ending in 
Canada. 
 
A number of factors played a part in the Canes going 3-1-1 
before flying back to Raleigh, North Carolina. Having two 
reliable goaltenders was a big one. Frederik Andersen and 
Antti Raanta shared the five games, with Andersen playing 
three. It's the type of flexibility that more and more teams are 
seeking. 
 
"I think over the last five-plus years, that has been the case," 
Raanta said about the rise in tandems. "You don't really see 
any more of the guys playing 60 or 70 games and the other 
guy plays 10. You have to have two good goalies in this 
league. You're playing all the time. You're traveling all the 
time. There's going to be injuries. I feel like it's a huge thing 
to have that." 
 

Still, utilizing a goalie tandem is more involved than meets 
the eye. 
 
Moving to tandems has led to front offices reexamining how 
they use salary cap space. Tandems have created more 
better paying jobs, but they have also made the goalie 
market extremely fluid. That, in turn, has forced agents to 
become more creative in terms of marketing their clients to 
prospective teams in the offseason. 
 
Naturally, goalies have a part to play beyond stopping pucks 
and winning games. They must be prepared to adapt to a 
situation that can change at any time -- even if that means 
the best thing for the team is for them to sit on the bench. 
Coaches are thinking about those same details in addition to 
determining if they have a goalie who is ready for a greater 
workload -- or would accept a lighter one. 
 
Those are items to consider at the NHL level. Other factors 
must be weighed: Do tandems shape a team's decisions 
about drafting a goaltender? How does a team know if it has 
a goalie who is capable of playing more than 60 games or is 
better suited to be part of a tandem? And for the prospects 
themselves, how early in their development arc do they start 
playing in a tandem? 
 
"A lot of people focus on the stars like [Andrei] Vasilevskiy or 
[Carey] Price who play a lot of games," Buffalo Sabres goalie 
Craig Anderson said. "But the main one that pops out is 
when [Ken] Hitchcock was in St. Louis when he had Jaroslav 
Halak and Brian Elliott [in 2012-13 and 2013-14]. They had 
the best stats in the league. I think that kind of opened the 
door for more opportunities. There's only 64 of us playing at 
this level, but the dropoff from the No. 10 goalie to the No. 40 
isn't there." 
 
Anderson, 41, is the oldest player in the league. He became 
a full-time NHL goalie during the 2007-08 season. That 
season, 22 goalies in the league started at least 50 games. 
Thirteen started more than 60, while six started more than 
70. There were 89 goalies who played at least one game. 
 
Fast forward to the 2021-22 season. There were 16 goalies 
who started at least 50 games, but only four who started 
more than 60. No goalie had more than 70 starts. There 
were 119 goalies who played at least one game last season. 
 
When discussing the reasons more teams are opting to use 
tandems, Dallas Stars GM Jim Nill put travel at the top of the 
list, especially considering those demanding stretches of four 
games in six days. 
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Nill also said the game has evolved, citing the speed along 
with rule changes that have made it harder for players to 
defend. That has led to goaltenders facing more pressure. 
 
Scoring numbers continue to increase in the NHL. Through 
the first 300 games this season, the average team scored 
3.18 goals per contest. If that holds, it will be the fourth time 
in five seasons the league average is more than three goals 
per contest. 
 
The last time that happened was the 1991-92 season 
through the 1995-96 season. 
 
"The volume of shots is much higher than it was 10 years 
ago," Nill said. "The neat thing about our game is we talk 
about parity. Our league has never been more competitive. 
There is a risk in putting in a guy that is tired from a 
performance or how an injury is a major concern. You want 
to make sure you are not overtaxing a goalie. Those two 
points are important. ... I tell our team that the difference 
between making or missing the playoffs really is one win a 
month." 
Finding the right mix 
 
Front offices must weigh a variety of factors when putting 
together a tandem, including the players' ages and contracts, 
but finding the right personalities is among the most 
important. Anderson said a tandem with two 20-year-olds 
might not be harmonious because each player likely would 
be eager to prove why they should be the outright No. 1. 
 
Anderson said teams usually take one of two routes. They 
either pair a veteran with a younger goalie or they pair two 
veterans who are close to the same stage of their careers. 
 
The Bruins used the first option last season by going with 
Swayman and Ullmark. Swayman was a prospect who 
starred at the University of Maine, while Ullmark had played 
three full seasons with the Sabres before signing with Boston 
as a free agent. 
 
But the foundation of their partnership may have started 
years before they met. Swayman shared the net growing up 
in Alaska, where he had a good relationship with most of his 
goalie partners. That experience from the minors and youth 
hockey made him prioritize having a good relationship with 
every single teammate. 
 
His time at Maine reinforced the importance of having 
goaltenders who got along. He said it was one of the reasons 
he had such a strong junior season in 2019-20, when he won 
the Hockey East Player of the Year, the Mike Richter Award 
as the best goalie in college hockey and finished second for 
the Hobey Baker Award, which goes to the nation's top 
collegiate player. 
 
Swayman and Ullmark started building their relationship 
several weeks prior to their first training camp together. They 
shared ideas about wanting to learn from each other, the 
need to build a sense of camaraderie and to figure out what 
they could do to help the Bruins win. 
 

Their relationship turned out to be something much greater 
than that. Swayman and Ullmark have become extremely 
close. Swayman said he goes to Ullmark's house every day 
and plays with his kids while openly declaring Ullmark's wife, 
Moa, might be one of the best bakers he has ever met. 
 
"I'm trying my hardest to not eat as many buns because if I 
do, I'll be 300 pounds," Swayman said. "She is the rock star 
in the relationship. 
 
"It comes down to who we are as people. We are both 
outgoing, happy and excited to meet new people. He gets 
along with everyone the same way I do and it's awesome we 
have that mindset. It has heightened the way we get along 
and have become friends." 
 
Last season, they both played 41 games in the regular 
season, with Swayman getting five games in the playoffs 
while Ullmark had two. This season has seen Ullmark 
emerge as a Vezina hopeful while Swayman has endured a 
more challenging campaign. 
 
Swayman said the fact he can turn to Ullmark, who has also 
gone through some tough times in his career, is extremely 
valuable. It allows him to keep a good attitude while also 
having someone he considers "a mentor and a brother" help 
him. 
 
"It's pretty amazing how goalies can learn from each other 
and from watching each other," Swayman said. "That's why 
we get so animated in our postgame celebrations. You 
understand as a goalie how hard it is to win in this league 
and that is what is most exciting about when you do win." 
 
Creating a strong environment has a lasting impact. Just ask 
Anderson. He recalled when he was with the Colorado 
Avalanche and had a partner who was similar in age. 
Anderson was 28 with 109 games of NHL experience and 
was paired with Peter Budaj, then 27 and with 182 games 
with the Avs by that point. 
 
"Peter Budaj was my backup that year and I played 71 
games," Anderson said. "He was the best guy you could ever 
imagine. Because of the way he handles himself in that role, 
he had a job in the league for another 10 years. 
 
"You might be fighting for a position on your team, but if you 
go in and have a bad attitude, it's going to resonate 
throughout the league and you're not going to get another 
job." 
 
Anderson's story reinforces another aspect about tandems: 
The landscape always has the potential to change. 
 
Juuse Saros became a regular NHL goaltender with the 
Nashville Predators at age 21. He went from backing up 
Pekka Rinne in 2016-17 to receiving more starts than Rinne 
during the pandemic-shortened 2019-20 season. The Preds 
made it to the qualifying round of the playoffs and Saros 
started every game before they were eliminated. 
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The following season saw Saros receive 21 more starts than 
Rinne, who retired at the end of the year. A year later, Saros 
led the league with 67 starts. 
 
"You have to physically be in good shape," Saros said. "But 
mentally, you have to not think too much ahead because 
there are so many games. I felt like last year it kind of went 
by fast because we were in the playoff race the whole year. It 
was kind of easy to focus because I knew every game was 
important. Looking back, it's a lot of games but it went by so 
fast." 
 
Predators coach John Hynes said Saros ended up with the 
bulk of the starts because he was comfortable playing in 
stretches of multiple games, remaining confident and 
consistent in a way that helped the team win. 
 
The Preds went through a transition process of managing 
Saros' playing and practice time while he was starting 
roughly every other game. Hynes said seeing a goalie 
handle that change proves they have the mentality to be a 
starter who carries a heavier workload. 
 
Hynes said that is another reason why tandems are 
important. Playing in a tandem gave Saros the runway to 
eventually transition into becoming a No. 1 goalie. But even 
as a No. 1, every goalie is going to need rest, which is built 
into their schedules more now than in years past. 
 
"What does the starter need too? Does he need mental 
and/or physical recovery? Are there some holes in his game 
when you play so much you don't get a chance to practice," 
Hynes said. "I also think how you structure practice is 
important for the goalies. Everything is so high tempo and 
practices, there is less bored time. There's more go, go, go 
in practice. With the intensity of the game schedule, those 
are things you have to take into account when managing 
today's game." 
 
Money matters 
 
Front offices are always looking for ways to maximize their 
salary cap dollars while having a flexible roster. The advent 
and continued use of tandems has presented executives with 
a valuable option in that regard. 
 
CapFriendly's data shows the average NHL team for the 
2022-23 season has committed around 8% of its cap space -
- $6.6 million -- toward goaltending. Eight individual goalies 
currently are under contract at more than $6 million annually. 
 
ESPN interviewed two agents on the condition of anonymity 
so they could speak more freely about how tandems have 
shaped the economic conditions for goaltenders. One of the 
agents said the reason the goalie market has remained 
constantly active goes back to teams looking for the right 
goalie at the right time. 
 
"There are not many Carey Prices, right?" the agent said. 
"But the secondary market is still a really healthy market. I 
would like to think we normally do well. But the market 
dictates the range and our job as agents is to get the best 
deal. In our business, you are keeping an eye on dollars or 

opportunity. Sometimes it's both. It's like [Alexandar] 
Georgiev. He got a really good deal on a really good team." 
 
A number of factors eventually led Georgiev needing a new 
home. He was coming through at a time when the New York 
Rangers were transitioning from one Vezina Trophy winner 
in Henrik Lundqvist to another Vezina recipient in Igor 
Shesterkin. The emergence of Shesterkin, the lack of 
consistent playing time and the notion his $2.65 million 
qualifying offer was a nonstarter for the Rangers given their 
cap restraints all led to Georgiev ultimately departing. 
 
He was traded to the Avalanche, who signed him to a three-
year deal carrying a $3.4 million cap hit. Between Georgiev 
and Pavel Francouz, the Avs have two goalies who cost 
them only a combined $5.4 million. Georgiev never started 
more than 32 games and the most wins he had in a season 
with the Rangers was 17. As of Dec. 8, he was projected to 
receive 58 starts and win 38 games. 
 
In turn, the Rangers replaced Georgiev by signing Halak to a 
one-year contract worth $1.5 million. Pairing Halak with 
Shesterkin gives the Rangers a tandem that costs a 
combined $7.16 million this season. 
 
Halak signing a one-year pact illustrates why the goalie 
market is expected to be fluid again this offseason. There are 
24 teams with at least one goalie who is a pending free 
agent (restricted or unrestricted), with 15 of those teams 
having at least one unrestricted. 
 
That means nearly half of the NHL could be looking for a 
new goaltender come July. 
 
"The flat cap has changed a lot of these decisions," Nill said. 
"Pre-pandemic times, we're sitting down and planning for 
next year with two- or three-year projections or five- to eight-
year projections down the road. Three years with COVID-19 
and the flat cap, those projections all change. You are now 
trying to fit guys in the right situation and guys want to get 
paid a certain amount. That is where the game has changed 
and teams have to make tough decisions." 
 
The second agent admitted some creativity is required in 
trying to land his goalie clients the best deals possible. He 
said he and his team will send spreadsheets to GMs 
detailing what their goalies do in terms of offseason workouts 
and how they are more durable than the average 
goalkeeper. 
 
Advanced metrics also are playing an increased role. The 
agent said he was marketing one of his clients to a team that 
allowed a significant amount of high danger scoring chances, 
so he presented the team with data showing his client was 
particularly effective in those situations. It led to a deal, the 
agent said. 
 
"We try to find something to make it more enticing to show 
why my client can help you in this way," the agent said. "My 
client might be worth three more wins compared to the 
competition and those six points might be the difference 
between you making the playoffs and missing the playoffs.” 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 16, 2022 

 

Starting young 
 
It's possible there will come a time when Jesper Wallstedt is 
part of an NHL tandem. For now, the 20-year-old goalie, who 
was selected by Minnesota Wild in the first round of the 2021 
draft, is playing for the team's AHL affiliate, the Iowa Wild. 
 
Wallstedt is no stranger to being part of a tandem as it was 
something that was ever-present throughout his 
development. He said growing up in Sweden, everyone got a 
chance to play every position -- including goalie -- until they 
were 14, although he said most players stopped 
experimenting with positions before they became teenagers. 
 
He spent three seasons playing in the J20 Nationell, which is 
the highest level of junior hockey in Sweden. Wallstedt then 
played two seasons in the SHL, the highest level of 
professional hockey in Sweden, before coming to North 
America. He played more than 20 games in each of those 
five seasons and was always part of a tandem. 
 
"I don't think you go into a season knowing you're the 
backup. If you are 16 and think that, you are on the wrong 
team," Wallstedt said. "You are there to develop. As much as 

people think you are getting better in practice, playing games 
is the best possible practice." 
 
Wallstedt enhanced his development by doing more work 
after practice with the aim of making it harder on himself. In 
Sweden, the hockey season is shorter than in North 
America, which means there is more rest time between 
games. Wallstedt knew that to have even a chance at going 
to the NHL meant he had to prepare himself to handle the 
physical demands. 
 
Wallstedt said he already has seen a difference between the 
AHL and SHL. In Sweden, he played two or three games a 
week with days off in between. In the AHL, he's typically 
playing three or four games a week over the course of a 72-
game regular-season schedule. 
 
"The most important thing is we are here to win every single 
game and try to win the league," Wallstedt said. "We are 
doing that together as a team. Maybe sometimes, it is better 
for me to sit down on the bench and let the other goalie play 
and he gives the team a better chance of winning. That might 
be the reality you have to tell yourself." 

 
 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, biggest December games left 

By Kristen Shilton 
 
The big news of the week in the hockey world was Alex 
Ovechkin scoring a hat trick against the Chicago Blackhawks 
to reach 800 goals, becoming the third player in NHL history 
to do so. As Ovi has been on this recent goal-scoring heater, 
his Washington Capitals have won eight of their last 11 
games. How high did the Caps rise in this week's Power 
Rankings? 
 
Find out the answer to that question, as well as our take on 
the biggest game of the next two weeks for each club, as we 
get ready to flip the calendar to 2023. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published Dec. 9. Points paces are through 
Thursday's games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 82.76% 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Dec. 17), vs. FLA (Dec. 19), vs. 
WPG (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Senators, Dec. 27. The Bruins are one of the league's 
undisputedly excellent teams. But when Boston met the 
Senators in October, they quickly fell behind 3-0 and 

stumbled to a 7-5 loss. Do the Senators have Boston's 
number? Or was that just a blip? Let's see what the sequel 
says. 
 
2. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 73.33% 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Dec. 17), @ CAR (Dec. 20), @ 
FLA (Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Bruins, Dec. 23. The Devils are neck-and-neck with the 
Bruins atop the Eastern Conference standings. New Jersey 
has a chance -- in one of two clashes with Boston over five 
days -- to prove why they should be the ones pulling ahead 
into the No. 1 slot. 
 
3. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 70.97% 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Dec. 17), vs. TB (Dec. 20), vs. 
PHI (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Coyotes, Dec. 29. The Leafs' first tilt against Arizona was 
a chaotic mess: Toronto fell behind 2-0 (at home!), came 
back to tie, coughed one up on the power play (after an all-
time egregious turnover), then appeared to tie the game 
again with 39 seconds left in regulation only to have the goal 
overturned by a controversial hand pass ruling. What could 
possibly await now in the desert? 
 
4. Vegas Golden Knights 
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Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 70.31% 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Dec. 17), vs. BUF (Dec. 19), vs. 
ARI (Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Sabres, Dec. 19. The Golden Knights have unique ties to 
Buffalo post-Jack Eichel trade. Whether or not Eichel 
(currently on IR) is available to play, there's added juice for 
the Sabres, with Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs being back in 
Vegas. And Buffalo will try bringing the heat after how they 
folded earlier this season at home to the Golden Knights. 
 
5. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 66.67% 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Dec. 18), vs. NYR (Dec. 20), vs. 
CAR (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Rangers, Dec. 20. The Penguins haven't met New York 
since blowing a 3-1 lead in their first-round playoff series last 
May and bowing out with an overtime loss in Game 7. 
Pittsburgh is also battling the Rangers for position in a 
crowded Metropolitan. These are big points regardless. 
 
6. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 68.97% 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (Dec. 17), vs. PIT (Dec. 18), vs. 
NJ (Dec. 20), @ PIT (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Devils, Dec. 20. The Hurricanes finally face the 
Metropolitan mammoth that is New Jersey. Carolina has 
been jockeying with Pittsburgh (whom they'll see twice in the 
next week) for second in the division. So it's the perfect time 
for these Hurricanes to take the Devils' test -- and see how 
well they fare. 
 
7. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 67.24% 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Dec. 17), @ SEA (Dec. 18), vs. 
OTT (Dec. 20), @ BOS (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Bruins, Dec. 22. The Jets have soared their way up the 
Western Conference standings. Boston has barely budged 
from leading the East. This will be a true heavyweight bout ... 
and possible Stanley Cup Final preview?! 
 
8. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 67.24% 
Next seven days: @ MTL (Dec. 17), @ TOR (Dec. 20), @ 
DET (Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Maple Leafs, Dec. 20. The Lightning seem to enjoy 
playing Toronto. Their first clash this season was another 
drama-filled overtime victory for Tampa (shorthanded goal 
against, followed by two power-play scores and an Alex 
Killorn dagger 30 seconds into the extra frame). And who 

can forget last season's playoff comeback? Division rivalries 
don't get more fun than this. 
9. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 66.13% 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Dec. 17), @ CBJ (Dec. 19), vs. 
EDM (Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Wild, Dec. 29. The Stars' comeback effort in Minnesota 
two weeks ago was epic: Dallas trailed 5-1 in the third period 
and roared back to get a point in the shootout loss. It's hard 
to imagine a more entertaining matchup, but with the last one 
fresh in mind these sides could make it happen. 
 
10. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 60.34% 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Dec. 18), vs. STL (Dec. 20), @ 
VAN (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Oilers, Dec. 30. The Kraken take on one of the Pacific 
Division's (other) high-powered offenses for the first time this 
season when the Oilers pay a visit. Seattle has been scoring 
in bunches, and Edmonton has got strikers to spare. How 
many goals should we expect that night? 
 
11. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 57.14% 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Dec. 17), vs. NYI (Dec. 19), vs. 
MTL (Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Maple Leafs, Dec. 31. The Avalanche close out 2022 with 
a late-afternoon matchup against one of the NHL's top teams 
in Toronto. It's on Colorado's turf, and while the Avs are 
banged up, so too are the Leafs (defensively, at least). It 
should put them on equal footing for a barn-burning end to 
the year. 
 
12. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 58.33% 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Dec. 16), @ VGK (Dec. 17), @ 
COL (Dec. 19), @ NYR (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Rangers, Dec. 22. The Islanders can sweep their season 
series with a heated rival in this third and final meeting. Their 
most recent win involved overcoming a 3-1 hole to steal key 
points on the road. Can the Isles make it a clean sweep? 
 
13. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 59.68% 
Next seven days: @ PHI (Dec. 17), @ CHI (Dec. 18), @ PIT 
(Dec. 20), vs. NYI (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Penguins, Dec. 20. The Rangers will meet Pittsburgh for 
the first time since last spring's first-round playoff series, 
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when New York overcame a 3-1 deficit and eliminated its 
division rival with a wild overtime victory in Game 7; Jacob 
Trouba's hit on Sidney Crosby knocked the latter out for the 
majority of that comeback. Bad blood? We'll say! 
 
14. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 58.62% 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Dec. 16), vs. OTT (Dec. 18), @ 
ANA (Dec. 21), @ SJ (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Blues, Dec. 31. The Wild can close 2022 on a high note 
(pun intended!) against the St. Louis squad that overcame a 
2-1 first-round playoff series deficit to kick Minnesota out of 
the postseason mix six months ago. Revenge is best served 
cold. 
 
15. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 53.13% 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (Dec. 17), vs. DET (Dec. 19), @ 
OTT (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Senators, Dec. 22. The Capitals' last trip to Ottawa ended 
in an ugly loss when Washington blew a 2-0 second-period 
lead and couldn't stop the Senators from scoring five straight 
to the finish. Sure, they're not rivals or anything, but no one 
forgets difficult nights like that. How will Washington handle 
round two? 
 
16. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 56.06% 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Dec. 17), vs. ANA (Dec. 20), vs. 
CGY (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Ducks, Dec. 20. The Kings' rivalry with Anaheim is 
always compelling, even if one (or both) teams are 
struggling. In their first Freeway Face-off of the season, L.A. 
will no doubt find extra motivation to perform, and the Ducks 
have surprised a few opponents this season with some 
plucky comeback wins. 
 
17. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 56.45% 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Dec. 17), @ NSH (Dec. 19, @ 
DAL (Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Flames, Dec. 27. The Oilers' third and final Battle of 
Alberta matchup already? 2022 has all the luck. The first two 
outings were decided by a single goal with results split down 
the middle. Who takes the (regular) season series? And 
might it be a prequel to a few more (postseason) meetings 
this spring? 
 
18. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 55.17% 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Dec. 17), @ WSH (Dec. 19), vs. 
TB (Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Sabres, Dec. 29. The Red Wings are revamped, but 
they've had their struggles against the Sabres. Detroit has 
been blown out 8-3 and lost in a shootout to its also-on-the-
rise division rival. Are the Red Wings in line for another 
disappointing finish, or can they turn the tide on Buffalo 
before 2022 closes out? 
 
19. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 51.61% 
Next seven days: @ NJ (Dec. 17), @ BOS (Dec. 19), vs. NJ 
(Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Islanders, Dec. 23. The Panthers have beaten New York 
twice already and go for the season sweep in meeting No. 3. 
Their prior tilts were tightly contested affairs played out over 
10 days in October. Much has changed for both teams since 
then. Is Florida up to the task one more time on the Island? 
 
20. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 53.33% 
Next seven days: vs. STL (Dec. 16), @ SJ (Dec. 18), @ SJ 
(Dec. 20), @ LA (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Blues, Dec. 16. The Flames' Nazem Kadri (formerly of 
the Avalanche) had some headline-making drama with Blues 
goaltender Jordan Binnington in the playoffs last season that 
won't soon be forgotten. (Kadri collided with Binnington in the 
crease causing injury; Binnington threw a water bottle at 
Kadri during a live postgame interview.) Will animosity carry 
over when those two (potentially) share the ice again? 
 
21. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: @ COL (Dec. 17), vs. EDM (Dec. 19), @ 
CHI (Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Avalanche, Dec. 17. The Predators have been at 
Colorado's mercy, from last season's first-round playoff 
sweep to Nashville dropping their initial meeting this season. 
But the Predators have improved since then, and with two 
meetings against the Avs in six days, are primed to settle the 
score. 
 
22. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: vs. TB (Dec. 17), @ ARI (Dec. 19), @ COL 
(Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Stars, Dec. 23. The Canadiens are loaded with some of 
the league's best young talents (Cole Caufield, Nick Suzuki, 
etc.). Ditto Dallas (Jason Robertson, Miro Heiskanen, etc.). 
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What's not to love about the potential of a high-octane 
matchup punctuated by the NHL's stellar up-and-comers? 
 
23. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 48.28% 
Next seven days: @ DET (Dec. 17), @ MIN (Dec. 18), @ 
WPG (Dec. 20), vs. WSH (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Bruins, Dec. 27. The Senators put together a wild 7-5 win 
over Boston back in October where the scoring came in 
bunches, and Ottawa was terribly fun to watch. History could 
well repeat itself as both teams come off their holiday breaks 
with a bang. 
 
24. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Dec. 17), vs. STL (Dec. 19), vs. 
SEA (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Oilers, Dec. 23. The Canucks aren't far behind Edmonton 
in the tight Pacific Division. Banking points now over a rival 
can pay dividends down the road. And Vancouver hasn't 
seen the Oilers since falling 5-3 in the season opener. How 
far can the Canucks show they've come the last two 
months? 
 
25. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Dec. 17), @ VGK (Dec. 19) 
 
vs. Blue Jackets, Dec. 27. The Sabres used Tage 
Thompson's five-goal night to drown the Blue Jackets 9-4 
last week. What will Thompson do for an encore? Does 
another dominant performance await or can Columbus come 
up with a response of its own? 
 
26. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 48.33% 
Next seven days: @ CGY (Dec. 16), @ VAN (Dec. 19), @ 
SEA (Dec. 20) 
 
vs. Kraken, Dec. 20. The Blues met Seattle in their second 
game of the season and had to stave off a spirited Kraken 
comeback to earn a narrow overtime victory. Will more 
theatrics ensue this time? Seattle has become one of the 
NHL's best teams in recent weeks, and St. Louis could 
certainly use more quality wins. 
 
27. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 43.55% 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Dec. 17), vs. CBJ (Dec. 20), @ 
TOR (Dec. 22) 
 

vs. Rangers, Dec. 17. The Flyers played their Metropolitan 
brethren tough in an early-season meeting that the Rangers 
won 1-0 in overtime. Does Philadelphia have more of that 
spunk in them for a second turn against the Blueshirts -- this 
time under the bright Manhattan lights? 
 
28. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 37.93% 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Dec. 17), vs. DAL (Dec. 19), @ 
PHI (Dec. 20) 
 
vs. Sabres, Dec. 27. The Blue Jackets were embarrassed at 
home by Buffalo when Tage Thompson's five-goal explosion 
ended in a 9-4 blowout loss. How will Columbus respond? 
The Blue Jackets followed that drubbing with back-to-back 
wins. Can their next major victory be over Buffalo? 
 
29. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 40.74% 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Dec. 16), vs. BUF (Dec. 17), vs. 
MTL (Dec. 19), @ VGK (Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Maple Leafs, Dec. 29. The Coyotes often appear at their 
best facing the Maple Leafs. They've already bested Toronto 
once this season; ending 2022 with a season sweep would 
be quite the treat. 
 
30. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 32.14% 
Next seven days: @ MIN (Dec. 16), vs. NYR (Dec. 18), vs. 
NSH (Dec. 21) 
 
vs. Blues, Dec. 29. The Blackhawks always have potential to 
spark against St. Louis given their shared history of Central 
Division clashes. As with the Kings and Ducks, it's a rivalry 
game both sides get up for no matter the standings. 
 
31. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 40.33% 
Next seven days: @ LA (Dec. 17), vs. CGY (Dec. 18), vs. 
CGY (Dec. 20), vs. MIN (Dec. 22) 
 
vs. Canucks, Dec. 27. The Sharks have experienced 
Vancouver getting the best of them twice after regulation 
already this season. San Jose won't want to go through it 
again, and robbing the Canucks of one (or two) desperately 
needed points would be a nice post-holiday boost. 
 
32. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 30.65% 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Dec. 17), @ LA (Dec. 20), vs. 
MIN (Dec. 21) 
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vs. Kings, Dec. 20. The Ducks just need to have fun. And 
what's more enjoyable than trying to top your most hated 
rival in their building? Almost nothing!

 
 

 
 

Canes defend galaxy, defeat Kraken on Star Wars night 

By Ryan Henkel 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes were not lacking of faith Thursday 
night on Star Wars Night at PNC Arena as they held on to 
defeat the Seattle Kraken, 3-2. 
 
The Canes’ offense — which in its own right is a fully 
operational battle station — was clicking early and after 
jumping out to an early lead they didn’t let up, suffocating the 
Kraken through 60 minutes. 
 
The final score made the game seem closer than it actually 
was and a big reason for that can be chocked up to 
goaltending. 
 
You usually can’t say a goaltender who allowed three goals 
has a good game, but Philipp Grubauer was a force for 
Seattle and the only reason that game didn’t turn into a 
complete rout. 
 
According to MoneyPuck.com, Grubauer saved 1.81 goals 
above expected as he turned aside wave after wave of 
Hurricane pushes. 
 
And the goals that beat him? Turnover in front, top corner 
snipe from the slot, a penalty shot. Grubauer was good even 
in the face of Carolina’s dominant showing. 
 
Pyotr Kochetkov on the other hand was a bit hot and a bit 
cold. 
 
The rookie netminder wasn’t tested very much, perfect 
through half of the game and managing to extend his shutout 
streak to 151:26 — the longest streak in franchise history by 
a rookie netminder and sixth longest in team history by any 
goalie — before finally getting beat on a double deflection in 
front. 
 
That was the good, but a leaky goal allowed to Daniel 
Sprong in the third period from the far end of the right circle 
made the game much closer than it needed to be. 
 
The game got going early in Carolina’s favor as the Canes 
went to work just imposing their game on the Kraken and 
halfway through the first period they struck. 

 
Poor puck management by Seattle in their own zone saw the 
puck bounce past two Kraken skaters and Andrei 
Svechnikov merely skated past them, collected the puck and 
beat Grubauer stick-side high on a quick wrister for his team 
leading 16th goal of the season. 
 
And not long after Carolina’s team goal leader got one, it was 
somebody on the Canes getting their first of the season. 
 
The fourth line has been so good and dependable as of late 
and tonight was no different, outchancing their opposing 
lines 12-5. 
 
And finally, after a disallowed goal earlier in the year and 
countless opportunities stoned, Derek Stepan finally broke 
through. 
 
On a quick rush up the ice, Stepan and Jack Drury hit up a 
small give and go and Drury found Stepan down the middle 
of the ice with plenty of space. Stepan flipped off his 
targeting system and trusted in the force, wiring the shot into 
the top corner of the net. 
 
Stefan Noesen even joined in on the fun after being awarded 
a penalty shot after he was impeded after nearly getting 
loose for a breakaway. 
 
He came in, wound up, and just ripped it bar-down to beat 
Grubauer old school style. Never tell him the odds. 
 
Noesen’s penalty shot goal was the first by a Hurricanes 
skater since Jeff Skinner in 2017. 
 
Despite the Kraken grabbing two more goals, the Canes 
would keep pushing and virtually locked it down from there 
on out to grab their third win in a row and extend the point 
streak to nine games. 
 
The Hurricanes will continue the homestand as they 
welcome the Dallas Stars, the top team in the Central 
Division, to PNC Arena on Saturday night.
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Quick Whistles: The Pyotr Kochetkov Conversation, Brady Skjei Recognition, Hurricanes 
Pass Big Test 
 
By Brett Finger 
 
The NHL moves fast, but Pyotr Kochetkov continues to do 
more than just keep pace. 
 
Winners in five of Kochetkov’s last six starts, the Carolina 
Hurricanes are approaching a big decision in their net. When 
all of their goalies are healthy, who will be the number one in 
this season of great expectations? 
 
The team likely won’t use labels when describing their goalie 
roles once (or if) that fabled day comes, and as fast as 
Kochetkov has risen, he could just as swiftly fall. But even 
after taking caution into consideration, it certainly doesn’t 
seem to be in Carolina’s best interests to take their rookie 
goalie off the ice. At least not right now. 
 
It doesn’t appear that the Canes coaching staff has that 
anywhere in their plans, either. 
 
After posting a .913 save percentage and a 2-1-3 record 
through his first six games this season, Kochetkov has 
exploded to a .940 mark over a 5-0-1 stretch. He has 
shutouts in back-to-back games. He hasn’t allowed a goal 
since overtime in Anaheim last week, giving him a tidy 120-
minute stretch without allowing a goal. 
 
Granted, it would be a stretch to say that he has had to stand 
on his head during this streak. He only saw 16 shots in the 
win on Long Island thanks to a suffocating team defensive 
effort. However, at least in quantity, he had a busier night in 
Detroit, facing 27 shots. 
 
His busiest stretch on Tuesday came in the second period 
when he thwarted the Red Wings’ best offensive push of the 
game. He made seven high-danger saves in the middle 
frame, compared to just two combined in the other two 
periods. Detroit also squandered three power play 
opportunities in about eleven minutes of in-game time, 
scratching across just one shot on goal on the man 
advantage. 
 
Even with those qualifiers in mind, the part he has played in 
providing the team with much-needed stability between the 
pipes shouldn’t be understated. Kochetkov’s dominant six-
game stretch spans the entirety of the team’s season-long 
road trip, which was crucially important for the Hurricanes to 
open up the month of December. 
 
According to MoneyPuck, among the 53 NHL goalies with at 
least ten appearances, Kochetkov ranks second in goals 
saved above expected per 60 and save percentage above 
expected in all situations. The only goalie fairing better in 
those categories is Toronto’s Ilya Samsonov. 
 
The rookie’s .926 save percentage is tied for the third-
highest in the NHL among qualifying goalies, and his three 
shutouts are tied for the most in the league. 

 
As much as Kochetkov deserves a great deal of credit for 
how he’s played, Carolina’s team defense was equally 
impressive during the road trip. Over their last five games, 
the Hurricanes have allowed fewer than two expected goals 
in all situations three times. According to NaturalStatTrick, 
that’s the first time the team has managed to do that this 
season. 
 
There’s been a fun synergy between the defense and 
goaltending as of late, and it came at the right time for an 
abundance of reasons. 
 
So, to revisit the original question, who will be the team’s 
starter? It really doesn’t matter. It’s an interesting talking 
point right now, but these things have a way of figuring 
themselves out. If Kochetkov keeps playing the way he has, 
he won’t go anywhere. And when Andersen returns, he will 
get his opportunities to get back on track. 
 
For now, it’s hard not to enjoy a young, extremely likable 
goalie putting his upside on display on a playoff-caliber club. 
 
Top Road Trip Performer 
 
The successful road trip was significant for the Hurricanes’ 
place in the standings and the level of morale heading home, 
but it was also big on an individual level. 
 
Jordan Martinook’s hat trick in St. Louis was a great moment 
for both him and the team, as I wrote about last week. He 
closed the trip with five points, adding a pair of assists to his 
trio of goals. 
 
The biggest contributor on the second half of the trip might 
have been Brady Skjei. 
 
The 28-year-old defenseman is in his third full season with 
the club, and it has been the best he’s looked since putting 
on a Hurricanes uniform by an increasingly massive margin. 
 
Skjei’s goal was the lone tally for Carolina in Detroit and his 
third in four games. He has points in four straight games and 
has been a totally different player all season. 
 
Skjei’s year-over-year charts put his steps forward into 
perspective. He was a poor 5-on-5 player in his first full 
season with the team, and he only really provided value on 
the penalty kill. 
 
Year two was his big offensive breakout. He had a career-
high nine goals and 39 points, and his on-ice finishing rate 
crept above the league average. However, he took a lot of 
minor penalties on the way. Many of those resulted from him 
being out of position on rushes the other way. He substituted 
some defense for a lot of offense, which makes sense, 
considering it was the year after the team lost Dougie 
Hamilton. 
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Year three has seen Skjei strike a near-perfect balance in his 
game. He’s shooting the puck more than he has at any point 
in his Carolina tenure, and his on-ice finishing rate has been 
great. His heat map in the offensive zone looks almost 
identical to last year, but the difference comes with his 
defense. 
 
Skjei is having a career-best season in almost every 5-on-5 
metric - shot attempts percentage, high-danger shot attempts 
percentage, goals for percentage, and expected goals for 
percentage, all while averaging a career-high 21:19 of ice 
time. 
 
He’s committing penalties at roughly half the rate he did last 
season. And on the flip side, he is drawing penalties at a 
higher rate. 
 
It hasn’t always been smooth sailing for Skjei in a Hurricanes 
uniform. I was one of many who questioned the trade back in 
2020 and criticized it for much of his first couple of years in 
Raleigh. It seemed like a needlessly risky bet. 
 
It looks like I was dead wrong. Last season was a massive 
step in the right direction, and I’d argue he’s been even 
better this season, even if his counting stats aren’t eye-
popping. 
 
It took some time, but the bet is paying off. Skjei and the 
Carolina coaching staff deserve much credit for his 
turnaround. The organization’s reputation with developing 
defensemen took a hit with first-rounders Haydn Fleury and 
Jake Bean, but this is a significant win. 
 
The (Lack of) Road (Games) Ahead 
 

The Hurricanes are finally home and will stay there for all but 
one game through the end of December. 
 
A four-game homestand starts tonight against the Seattle 
Kraken and will continue through early next week before the 
team visits the Pittsburgh Penguins. After that December 22 
game, the Canes will play each of their final three games at 
PNC Arena to end 2022. 
 
Their stellar road trip results have set the table for a 
potentially dominant month that should get infinitely less 
draining without having to deal with constant travel. The 
team has the third-best road record in hockey at 11-3-5. 
They’ve played 19 road games to just nine home games so 
far, further highlighting how impressive their collective results 
have been. Now, things will start to even out. 
 
Sebastian Aho’s availability remains in question after he 
didn’t participate in the morning skate on Thursday, signaling 
he will be out of the lineup for a third consecutive game. He 
missed just three games over the course of 136 team games 
entering this season. 
 
The loss of Aho has been felt. The hope is that his absence 
is nearing its end, but there haven’t been any concrete 
updates on his lower-body injury. 
 
Max Pacioretty, however, is undoubtedly heading in the right 
direction with his comeback from Achilles surgery. He has 
been practicing with the team in a yellow non-contact jersey. 
Getting his shot in the lineup should make a very noticeable 
impact on the team’s offense when the day comes. 
 
It remains a waiting game on the injury front, but at least now 
they’re waiting in the comfort of their own homes. 
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No place like home: Kochetkov, Canes take down Kraken 3-2 

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes returned to Raleigh in style with a 3-
2 win over the Seattle Kraken on Thursday, Dec. 15. 

The Canes (17-6-6) hit the ground running by putting a pair 
of first-period goals past Seattle netminder Philipp Grubauer 
and never looked back. The Kraken entered the evening with 
a 9-3-1 away record, but Carolina secured the victory in just 
their 10th home game out of 29 so far this year. 

Seattle also played aggressively out of the gate but struggled 
to muster much offense against goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov 
and the Hurricanes. Carolina outshot Seattle 14-4 in the 
opening period, and Kochetkov stayed locked in when the 
Kraken got going in the latter two. 

“You really know how it’s gonna go, but we were sharp,” said 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “[We were] all over it — which 
was great — all night. They had a couple of shifts in the third 
once they got that lucky [goal], but overall it was a solid 
game.” 

Kochetkov continued his stellar rookie campaign with 
Carolina even though the Kraken ended his record-setting 
shutout streak. Up until center Ryan Donato’s second-period 
goal, Kochetkov went over 151 minutes without allowing a 
goal, the longest streak by a rookie goalie in franchise history 
and sixth-longest for all franchise goalies. 

On the other end of the ice, the Hurricanes peppered 
Grubauer and the Kraken early and often. Right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov opened the floodgates at the 9:50 mark, 
swooping in on a Seattle turnover and driving the puck into 
the net. 

Later in the period, Carolina’s fourth line teamed up to 
double the lead with some smooth interplay between center 

Jack Drury, right wing Stefan Noesen and center Derek 
Stepan. After faithfully putting in effort so far without a goal 
on the season, Stepan was grateful to finally find twine. 

“Me and Noesen, we've had some fun together with it,” 
Stepan said. “That's the most important thing: if you can 
really start to beat yourself up, it just gets worse. There was 
a stretch where it was for me, so it's good to get one and 
carry the momentum.” 

Noesen tacked his name onto the scoresheet in the second 
period by converting on a penalty shot. Kraken defenseman 
Adam Larsson slashed Noesen on the tail end of a 1v1 
scoring opportunity to grant Carolina a chance to go up 3-0. 
Noesen capitalized on that chance by blasting a courageous 
slapshot past Grubauer on the penalty shot. 

“A couple years ago in Wilkes-Barre[/Scranton] I did that and 
went five for five,” Noesen said. “If he dropped his glove I 
was going there. If not maybe go five-hole or make a move, 
but he dropped his glove. I don’t think anyone was going to 
stop that one.” 

The Kraken finally got its offense going in the third. The 
Hurricanes looked rejuvenated coming out of the second 
intermission but gradually lost steam while Seattle tried to 
make the game interesting down the stretch. 

Kochetkov had perhaps his only low moment of the night 
with 10:46 to go when Seattle right wing Daniel Sprong 
clipped a goal past the goalie to pull the Kraken within one. 
Seattle continued to press in the dying minutes, but it was 
too little, too late as Carolina finalized the win. 

The Canes will be back in action at home on Saturday, Dec. 
17 against the Dallas Stars. Puck drop is scheduled for 7 
p.m. 

 
TODAY’S LINKS  

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article269903087.html 
https://theathletic.com/4006959/2022/12/16/nhl-trade-rumblings-horvat-oilers-defense/ 

https://theathletic.com/4007829/2022/12/16/nhl-power-rankings-8/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-take-care-of-kraken-in-return-home/c-338818494 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-reassign-lajoie-to-chicago/c-338781398 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-45-andrei-svechnikov/c-338586880 

https://www.nhl.com/news/seattle-kraken-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-338680424 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-andrei-svechnikov-philipp-grubauer-ryan-donato-711f786575626a64493fb6f5ecfecccb 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35212103/why-nhl-teams-turning-goalie-tandems-more-more 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35258937/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-biggest-december-games-left 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/15/23512071/carolina-hurricanes-defend-galaxy-defeat-seattle-kraken-on-star-wars-night-
stepan-svechnikov-noesen 
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https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/15/23509903/quick-whistles-pyotr-kochetkov-conversation-brady-skjei-carolina-hurricanes-
pass-test-aho-nhl 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/no-place-like-home-kochetkov-canes-take-down-kraken-3-2/article_702f351c-7cf3-11ed-
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Finally at home, the Hurricanes continued winning, posting a 3-2 victory 
over Seattle 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED DECEMBER 15, 2022 11:57 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

The Carolina Hurricanes had a home game Thursday. 

Repeat: a home game. 

After keeping their suitcases packed and handy most of the first 28 
games of the season, the Canes finally are back at PNC Arena to play 
some games. 

The Hurricanes (17-6-6) parlayed some strong early play into a 3-2 
victory over the Seattle Kraken as goalie Pyotr Kochetkov won for the 
sixth time in his past seven games. 

“I thought we were good the whole game,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We didn’t score after we got up three but we were still 
pretty good the whole game. Solid game, great effort.” 

Andrei Svechnikov and Derek Stepan scored in the first period Thursday, 
and Stefan Noesen converted a penalty shot at 2:08 of the second. The 
Canes had a 3-0 lead and the Kraken (16-10-3) struggling to get shots on 
net. 

But the Kraken’s Ryan Donato scored on a tip in the second period. 
Daniel Sprong scored in the third, making it a 3-2 game, and the Canes 
had to make plays in their zone at the end to seal the win. 

TAKEAWAYS FROM THE GAME: 

▪ It took a tip-in to end Kochetkov’s scoreless streak. After shutouts 
against the Islanders and Red Wings and a scoreless first period 
Thursday, Kochetkov had Donato’s deflection get past home at 11:26 of 
the second, ending his streak at 151:26. 

Kochetkov did give up a soft goal to Daniel Sprong in the third on a shot 
from the right circle. 

▪ The first period had to be among the Canes’ best this season. There 
was a lot of tape-to-tape passing, sharp breakouts, good offensive 
chances and constant pressure on Kraken goalie Philipp Grubauer. And 
two goals. 

Svechnikov scored his 16th of the season after a turnover in the Kraken 
zone. Stepan picked up his first on a rush into the zone, Jack Drury with 
the perfect setup pass. 

“It had seemed the game had kind of disappeared from me, which is a 
confidence thing,” Stepan said. “If you really start to beat yourself up, it 
gets worse and there was a stretch where it was for me. It’s good to get 
one.” 

▪ Milestone goal for Stepan, by the way. The veteran forward now has 
scored against all 32 NHL teams. 

▪ Former Canes Tuomo Ruutu once said his strategy on shootout shots 
was to pick a spot and rip it. Not a lot of thinking. Just let it rip. Noesen 
appeared to do that on his penalty shot early in the second period, his 
first in the NHL with a slapshot that beat Grubauer. 

“He dropped his glove and I don’t think anybody was going to stop that 
one,” Noesen said. 

▪ Svechnikov had a pretty neat goal-scoring celly. He first cupped his 
right hand to his ear — a “let’s hear it” move — and then fired a fist into 
the air. 

▪ Strong game by the Canes’ fourth line. Stepan, Noesen and Drury put 
together some some very solid shifts. Their shift seven minutes into the 
third was textbook stuff. 

“We’ve gotten into a nice little rhythm,” Noesen said. “(Brind’Amour) 
keeps trusting us and playing us and that’s huge.” 

▪ There needs to be a better way. Brind’Amour said he was told by a 
referee that a high-sticking call against the Canes’ Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
late in the second period was the wrong call but not reviewable. 

“The ref handled it perfectly, in my opinion,” Brind’Amour said. “He knew 
they messed up. As I’ve said many, many times, that’s why we need a 
review system because that could have cost us the game. ... For some 
reason you can only review the four-minute (high-sticking call). Common 
sense doesn’t add up. When we can see it that quickly, there’s got to be 
a better way to do this. We’re in an age now where we want to get it 
right.” 

▪ Another vintage Jaccob Slavin defensive game. All over the ice making 
the plays for the Canes. 
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Hurricanes prospect update: Where things stand with those in the AHL 
and beyond 

 

By Cory Lavalette 

Dec 15, 2022 

 

On Aug. 2, 2018, the Hurricanes traded away arguably their biggest star. 

Jeff Skinner, the only Calder Trophy winner in franchise history, already a 
six-time 20-goal scorer and one of the NHL’s most electrifying players, 
was dealt to Buffalo for what seemed like pennies on the dollar. 

In return, Carolina received prospect Cliff Pu and three draft picks — a 
second-rounder in 2019 and third- and sixth-round picks in 2020. 

Skinner went on to score a career-high 40 goals for the Sabres the next 
season and was rewarded with an eight-year, $72 million contract 
extension. 

The Hurricanes, it seemed, had been had. 

Time has proven that Buffalo overspent on Skinner. He scored a total of 
53 goals over the next three years and extended his personal playoff 
drought to 13 seasons, all while watching Carolina reach the postseason 
four straight seasons without him. 

What’s often overlooked is what Carolina got back in the trade. 

Pu was dealt to Florida in a move that brought Tomas Jurco to the 
Charlotte Checkers for their eventual run to the Calder Cup in 2019. 

The sixth-round pick was traded, along with failed big-ticket goalie Scott 
Darling, to Florida as well, with James Reimer coming back in return. It 
was a move made primarily to get Darling off the books, but Reimer went 
29-11-4 in two seasons with Carolina and won two of three playoff starts. 

But the biggest returns will be the selections the team made with those 
two other draft picks, both of whom should figure prominently in the 
Hurricanes’ future. 

The 2019 second-rounder, which wound up being the 36th overall pick, 
became Pyotr Kochetkov, who suddenly looks like a No. 1 goalie for 
years to come for Carolina. 

The 2020 third-round pick, No. 68 overall, was used on Alexander 
Nikishin, the Russian defenseman who has quickly become one of the 
best players not in North America. 

Kochetkov, who is 7-1-4 with a .926 save percentage. 2.02 goals-against 
average and three shutouts since being recalled last month, has already 
signed a four-year, $8 million contract extension. 

Nikishin is a tougher case. He could probably step into the NHL tomorrow 
if he came over but he is signed until April 2025 with SKA in the KHL — 
where he leads all defensemen in points per game. Hurricanes GM Don 
Waddell told The Athletic this month that “it’s very, very rare” for a player 
to get out of his KHL contract early. 

“It’s a little frustrating when players have the long-term deals, but I 
understand why they’re doing them,” Waddell said. “They’re being paid, 
and not every guy’s goal is being in the NHL when he’s 20, 21 years old. 
And they want to make sure they’re ready to be in the NHL. 

“You’d like to have more control. But when we draft players, we know the 
situation and we understand it and we have to live by it.” 

Regardless, the Hurricanes look like they’ve found two diamonds in the 
Russian rough with Kochetkov and Nikishin, and fans can thank both the 

Skinner trade and the work of Darren Yorke and the Hurricanes’ scouting 
department for what’s to come. 

Yorke, who has been with the team since 2009 and is in his second 
season as assistant general manager, keeps tabs on Carolina’s 
prospects and runs the team’s draft. 

That’s a hard enough job on a normal day, but it became even tougher 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Yorke and the team saw it as an opportunity to get better at their jobs. 

“We really, in the grand scheme of things, didn’t have issues,” he said of 
scouting during the pandemic. “You’re dealing with a global pandemic, 
and if we’re trying to complain about not being able to go see live games, 
we don’t really have any problems. 

“I think, as an organization, our job is to try and find solutions. We were 
already pretty well leveraged with technology and using video. As a 
whole, our viewings and everything during the pandemic were still really 
high.” 

And Carolina already looks like it has found some gems from the draft’s 
“COVID-19” classes. 

Most notable is 2021 second-rounder Scott Morrow. The UMass 
defenseman made the All-Hockey East first team as a freshman after 
scoring 13 goals with 33 points in 37 games in his first season in Amherst 
last year. 

He then came to the team’s development camp this summer and was 
immediately noticeable. 

What’s most impressive about Morrow, Yorke said, is how the 20-year-
old has moved up the ranks without skipping a beat. 

“When players quickly adjust to the next level, it has to mean something,” 
Yorke said. “And so you look at a player like Scott and he went from high 
school hockey to the USHL … and he was doing the exact same thing on 
the ice against the USHL players that he did in Minnesota. 

“And that’s a big jump. And it may be a bigger jump from high school 
hockey to the USHL than the USHL to college just because of the talent 
disparity difference. Now he goes from the USHL to college and it’s the 
exact same player — the high-end offensive ability to really create plays 
out of nothing. That’s what he does incredibly well. He’s got some high-
end offensive instincts.” 

Waddell said before the season that he was anticipating Morrow signing 
and turning pro after this collegiate season. That will mean another step 
up in competition for the right-handed defenseman. 

“I know we all want players to go from college straight to the NHL All-Star 
Game, but that’s just not realistic,” Yorke said. “But the good thing here, 
from Scott’s perspective, our perspective and probably the fans’ 
perspective, is it seems like Scott’s been able to adapt to every situation 
pretty quickly. 

“In saying that, we do know that there are some things that he’s going to 
have to work on to get his game to be that consistent NHL player that we 
all want him to be.” 

The Hurricanes have several defensive prospects at different stages in 
their development. 

While Nikishin is probably NHL-ready and Morrow isn’t far behind, 2019 
third-round pick Anttoni Honka has adjusted well to his first season in 
North America. 

“From an offensive standpoint, it’s been incredibly quick,” Yorke said of 
Honka’s transition to playing with the AHL’s Chicago Wolves. “Some of 
the high-end plays that he’s been able to do under pressure in a smaller 
rank, in a more physical game, it’s been great to see. I think the hockey 
sense is something that’s really high, and the skill is really high. 
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“He’s in a system here and with a staff that is allowing him to show off 
those skills. If he’s not able to make those plays, he’s really not going to 
be able to make that step. … We’re really happy with where he’s been 
and how quickly he’s getting there and improving.” 

And while the Wolves — the defending Calder Cup champions — have 
struggled this season with injuries and in the standings, it has given 
players opportunities to step into bigger roles and show their skill. 

That includes third-year pro Jamieson Rees and Vasily Ponomarev, who 
is playing his first full pro season after joining Chicago for the stretch and 
playoffs last season. 

“I think with Rees and Pono, they have both been able to take advantage 
of some of the unforeseen injuries and circumstances by playing in high 
roles,” Yorke said. “The thing with Pono (seven goals and 10 points in 17 
games) is, it’s his first year pro playing in North America and he’s been 
able to excel in some offensive situations while going against the other 
team’s best players. 

“And for a 20-year-old to handle those responsibilities and to understand 
the game away from the puck as well as he does, it’s a great thing to 
celebrate for him as well as the coaches to work with him.” 

Rees has just four goals but has totaled 17 points in 20 games, and he’s 
also a top-level agitator who finds ways to get under his opponents’ skin. 

“(Rees) has battled some tough luck over the course of his amateur 
career and his pro career in terms of missing some time,” Yorke said. 
“And he’s been thrown into a high offensive role now and he’s running 
with it. So it’s these little wins that we’re trying to celebrate for the players 
and for the coaches to see that growth.” 

And it’s those “little wins” that have made the Wolves’ 6-12-2 last-place 
record more palatable. 

“Part of being a professional is dealing with those things and being 
prepared,” Yorke said. “So despite what the record has indicated, we’re 
happy with the progress that some of these younger players have had. 

“We’re incredibly thrilled here with the work that the coaches have done 
and allowed these players to still be competitive even when they’ve dealt 
with a lot of different moving pieces. … It’s just been a challenging year 
but one that has still allowed us to see some growth in some players.” 

And outside of Russia — where Yorke said the Hurricanes’ Russian 
scout Oleg Smirnov has done yeoman’s work for the team during the 
ongoing war in Ukraine — the team’s scouts have been able to resume 
their normal operations while also using the lessons learned from the 
pandemic to continue to get better. 

“Even now, as you sit back and things are normal, we talked about that if 
we don’t learn from this crisis, we failed,” Yorke said. “And as a group, I 
think we’ve now taken the good things of reevaluating our process 
because of the pandemic and utilized those tools. And now we’re almost 
in this hybrid scenario where we’re utilizing what we’ve learned from what 
we had to deal with during the pandemic and still being able to go to live 
games a lot more freely.” 

That includes a quick trip across the border in a couple of weeks to 
attend the World Junior Championship in Canada’s Maritime provinces. 

Carolina — never reluctant to draft Finnish players — will have two 2021 
second-rounders in forward Ville Koivunen and defenseman Aleksi 
Heimosalmi on Team Suomi. Goalie prospect Nikita Quapp is on 
Germany’s entry and should be their starter, while North Dakota 
freshman forward Jackson Blake survived Team USA’s first round of cuts 
and is trending toward making the team. 

Yorke said rather than looking at the tournament’s short-term results, he 
and his staff will be trying to get a clearer picture of where Carolina’s 
prospects stand in their development against heightened competition. 

And if we can learn anything from the Jeff Skinner trade, it’s that taking 
the long view can make the whole picture a lot clearer. 
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Jake Oettinger’s stellar night spoils Alex Ovechkin’s night in Stars victory 

 

By Matthew DeFranks 

10:17 PM on Dec 15, 2022  

 

WASHINGTON — By the time the puck dropped at 7:08 p.m. at Capital 
One Arena on Thursday night, The Ovi Show had already begun. 

In his first home game since scoring his 800th career NHL goal, Alex 
Ovechkin was showered with admiration, sprinkled with wonder. A 
pregame video recapped his hat trick two nights prior. The “Ovi! Ovi!” 
chants rained down from the 400 level when he was announced in the 
starting lineup. His son, Sergei, revealed an “800″ banner that hung over 
second 119. 

Jake Oettinger spoiled the party — flipping the metaphorical table with a 
season-high 45 saves, and sullying the punch bowl by delaying history in 
a 2-1 Stars win over the Capitals. 

Oettinger prevented Ovechkin from scoring goal No. 801, which would 
have tied Gordie Howe for the second-most in NHL history, leaving 
Wayne Gretzky as the only player for Ovechkin to chase down. 

“He played an incredible game, gave us a chance to win and probably 
should be all three stars tonight,” Stars captain Jamie Benn said. 
“Nothing’s really too big for him. I’m sure there was some pressure on 
him tonight obviously with Ovi’s chase there. Did an unbelievable job.” 

Benn scored a power-play goal, and Colin Miller scored his second goal 
as a Star to support Oettinger. Benn’s goal came 48 seconds into the 
third period, and Miller’s followed 89 seconds later as he bounced a point 
shot off Lars Eller’s butt. The Stars had turned a 1-0 deficit into a 2-1 
lead. 

Oettinger did the rest, making 15 saves in the third period, including four 
after the Capitals pulled goalie Charlie Lindgren. 

“You probably call that a goalie win for us,” Stars coach Pete DeBoer 
said. “I thought he was our best player. That game really got tilted 
against us in the second period. I thought that’s where he won us the 
game.” 

The Stars have begun their five-game road trip 2-1-0, with wins over 
Washington and New Jersey, in addition to a last-minute loss in 
Pittsburgh. 

Conor Sheary scored the only goal for the Capitals, on an Ovechkin pass 
to the backdoor. It was the only way for Washington to beat Oettinger on 
Thursday night. 

The day centered around Ovechkin long before the game began. Multiple 
people talked to Oettinger after morning skate about Ovechkin’s shot at 
history. DeBoer, perhaps slyly, mentioned to his team that the next two 
goals that Ovechkin scored would draw the entire Capitals bench onto 
the ice. 

“Obviously, I don’t want that to happen,” Oettinger said. “Not against us. 
He can do that stuff another night. Always fun playing one of the best to 
ever do it. It’s a fun challenge and we stepped up.” 

Ovechkin finished the night with an assist, five shots on goal and seven 
shot attempts in 21:58 of ice time. 
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The Stars also survived two Washington power plays, when Ovechkin 
was on the ice for all but six seconds of the four minutes. Ovechkin’s only 
goal against Oettinger came on the power play on March 20. 

Asked what he has learned about playing against Ovechkin, Oettinger 
said “not much.” 

“You can’t really learn much on him,” Oettinger said. “His shot’s one of a 
kind. He’s special, but they’ve got a lot of other good guys over there too. 
I think even on the goal they scored, I got a little too focused on him and 
I’d like to take that back.” 

For Oettinger, he came one save shy of matching his career-high (in the 
regular season) of 46 saves, set in February in Colorado. Oettinger, of 
course, had a 50-save performance in Game 4 against the Flames in the 
spring, and a 64-save night in Game 7 in Calgary. 

It’s the latest sign that Oettinger relishes a momentous occasion. 

Even before his heroics against the Flames, he had a history in high 
school, college and on the international stage for rising for big games. In 
his first full season as a No. 1 goalie in the NHL, he started 5-1-0 in his 
first six starts. He didn’t want to live in NHL lore as the butt of someone 
else’s joke. 

“Nobody wants to be part of history that way,” DeBoer said. “For sure, 
Jake doesn’t want to be that guy on the highlight reel 50 years from now 
being scored on in that situation. I think it was a little bit of motivation for 
us, for sure, to try and shut him down.” 

Oettinger is now 3-1-0 in his last four starts, with a .938 save percentage 
and 1.93 goals against average. 

The Stars are in the hardest stretch of their season so far, taking on a 
host of Metropolitan Division teams with either success in the recent 
past, or currently. They travel to face the Hurricanes on Saturday. 

They’ll head with a win — thanks to Oettinger. 

“He’s unflappable,” DeBoer said. “He’s a special goalie, special person 
and he’s got great leadership, he’s got great respect in our room, guys 
play hard for him. Those are all the characteristics of an elite goalie that 
you need.” 

Beating an old friend: Oettinger’s victory over Lindgren helped settle the 
Battle for Lakeville at 1-1. 

Both Oettinger and Lindgren are from Lakeville, Minn., and Oettinger is 
good friends with Lindgren’s younger brother Ryan, who plays for the 
Rangers. Last season, Charlie beat the Stars when he was a member of 
the Blues. 

“Finally, he’s had my number and he played great tonight, too.” 

Lindgren stopped 24 of 26 shots on Thursday, a loss that snapped the 
Capitals’ five-game win streak. 

Minor trade: The Stars acquired minor-league defenseman Oskari 
Laaksonen from Buffalo on Thursday night in exchange for defenseman 
Joseph Cecconi. 

Laaksonen, 23, is a right-handed defenseman that was originally a third-
round pick by the Sabres in 2017. He has 53 points in 109 career AHL 
games and will be a restricted free agent at the end of the season. 

Cecconi, meanwhile, was a fifth-round pick by the Stars in 2015, and was 
a recent and regular healthy scratch for AHL affiliate Texas. Cecconi, 25, 
never played an NHL game for Dallas. 

This is the second minor-league “change of scenery” trade the Stars 
have executed in the last two seasons. A year ago, they traded Tye 
Felhaber to Tampa Bay for Alexei Lipanov. Neither Felhaber nor Lipanov 
have played an AHL game this season. 

Third period changes: DeBoer shook up his forward lines in the third 
period, after a second period in which he said they “hung [Oettinger] out 
to dry there basically.” It looked like this: 

Jason Robertson – Roope Hintz – Joe Pavelski 

Radek Faksa – Tyler Seguin – Denis Gurianov 

Mason Marchment – Wyatt Johnston – Jamie Benn 

Joel Kiviranta – Luke Glendening – Ty Dellandrea 

“I thought we really were on our heels the entire period,” DeBoer said. 
“Just shake the group up a little bit, energize everybody.” 

Miller’s second: Miller’s goal was his first since Nov. 5 at Edmonton, and 
both goals have come from the right point. Against the Oilers, it deflected 
off goalie Jack Campbell. In Washington, it went off Eller. 

“Had my head down, just shot it,” Miller said. 
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When Stars’ stakes rise, so does Jake Oettinger: ‘Special goalie, a 
special person’ 

 

By Saad Yousuf 

 

WASHINGTON — The night before the Super Bowl in 2005, legendary 
New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick met with his team. At one 
point in the meeting, Belichick detailed the plans for the opponent’s 
victory parade that was already planned by the city. He outlined the 
parade route, told them what time it would take place and all of what 
would be involved. The Patriots beat the Eagles the next day. That 
parade never happened. 

Before the Stars played the Washington Capitals on Thursday night, 
Stars head coach Pete DeBoer told the team what was in front of them. 
Alex Ovechkin, arguably the greatest goal scorer in NHL history, had 
scored seven goals in his last four games to become the third player in 
league history to reach the 800-goal mark. Coming into the matchup 
against Dallas, Ovechkin was one goal away from tying Gordie Howe for 
second on the all-time list and two away from passing him for sole 
possession. 

“Pete said before that these next two goals that (Ovechkin) is going to 
score, the whole team is going to come off the bench,” Stars goaltender 
Jake Oettinger said. “Obviously, I don’t want that to happen, not against 
us. He can do that stuff another night. Just always fun playing against 
one of the best to ever do it. It was a fun challenge and we stepped up.” 

Asked after the game if providing the visual to his team, and particularly 
his goaltender, the last line of defense, was a motivational tactic, DeBoer 
answered with a laugh. 

“Nobody wants to be part of history that way,” DeBoer said. “For sure, 
Jake doesn’t want to be that guy on the highlight reel 50 years from now, 
being scored on in that situation. I think it was a little bit of motivation for 
us, for sure, to try and shut him down. (Ovechkin) is an unbelievable 
player. I’ve got tremendous respect for him.” 

The Stars respected Ovechkin but they didn’t play with fear. The team 
somewhat stepped up to the challenge, but that’s not quite the story of 
the game. It was Oettinger, in particular, who rose to the challenge to the 
tune of stopping 45 of 46 shots he was blitzed with and holding Ovechkin 
off the goal-scoring column in the Stars’ 2-1 win. 

“Unreal,” Jamie Benn said. “Obviously, we gave up a lot of shots, but he 
played an incredible game. Gave us a chance to win. Probably should be 
all three stars tonight.” 
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That Oettinger performed the way he did, on the road in a hostile 
environment against a legendary player on the cusp of history, is 
impressive but hardly surprising. Oettinger is a talented goaltender with 
all of the tangible tools. During the second intermission, an individual 
walked past one Stars executive and asked, in astonishment, about 
Oettinger’s height and proceeded to compliment how he fills out the net. 
Oettinger has the size and compounds that with a technically sound 
game in the crease. 

But it’s what’s between Oettinger’s ears that proves to be his biggest 
asset. When he was 15 years old, he had transferred from a school he 
was previously at in Farmington to another in Lakeville North. When the 
two teams met in the regional finals, his old friends — including his own 
brother — chanted “traitor!” and booed him. Oettinger played one of his 
best high school games, a 25-save shutout performance to advance his 
team. 

“He’s unflappable,” DeBoer said. “He’s a special, special goalie, a special 
person. He’s got great leadership, he’s got great respect in our room. 
Guys play hard for him. Those are all characteristics of an elite goalie 
that you need.” 

For the bulk of his recent display, Oettinger has proven to be elite. His 
.954 save percentage in the spring playoff series against Calgary was the 
best of any goaltender in the playoffs with at least five starts. His .952 
save percentage in the first month of this season was the best of any 
goaltender in the NHL with a least five starts. Oettinger faced a bit of a 
dip in the first half of November coming back from an injury; by later in 
the month, he was back to playing well, even if some shoddy defensive 
play in front of him caused the numbers to suffer. 

After morning skate Thursday, DeBoer was asked, between strong 
defensive structure or strong goaltending play, which was more important 
in trying to neutralize Ovechkin. 

“He’s going to get his looks,” DeBoer said. “I always think defending — 
he doesn’t need many, so if you’re going to have breakdowns, he’s going 
to beat every goaltender in the world, no matter how good your guy is. I 
think defending him with our group is the most important thing.” 

After 60 minutes of hockey in which Ovechkin was contained, DeBoer 
was clear about where the credit went. 

“I think you probably call that a goalie win for us,” DeBoer said. “I thought 
(Oettinger) was our best player. That game really got tilted against us in 
the second period. I thought that’s where he won us the game.” 

Scoring plays 

1-0, Capitals  

Washington thoroughly dominated the Stars in the second period. Dallas 
rarely had possession in the offensive zone and was knocked on its 
heels the entire period. According to Natural Stat Trick, the expected 
goals tally was 1.08-0.34 in favor of the Capitals. 

Oettinger was brilliant in the frame. It took a lot to go wrong for the 
Capitals to score their lone goal of the game. As John Carlson raced 
through the neutral zone with the puck, Miro Heiskanen waved his stick 
like a wand and made the scoring threat disappear. Ty Dellandrea got 
the puck and tossed it back off the wall, where Dylan Strome was the 
only player in the area. Strome immediately saw Ovechkin standing in 
the circle on the opposite end, ready to unleash a one-timer. Strome 
passed it to him, and Ovechkin, instead of shooting it himself, passed it 
to Conor Sheary, who was crashing the net. 

“Can’t really learn much on (Ovechkin),” Oettinger said. “His shot is one 
of a kind. He’s special, but they’ve got a lot of other good guys over there 
too. Even on the goal they scored, I got a little too focused on him. I’d like 
to take that back.” 

1-1 

Benn’s goal came at a crucial time for the Stars. After Dallas got 
dominated in the second period, DeBoer made some line changes, which 

is notable considering how much DeBoer has valued consistency in his 
lines, game to game and even within the game. 

“I didn’t like our second period,” DeBoer said. “I thought we were on our 
heels the entire period. Just to kind of shake the group up a little bit, 
energize everybody. … That’s one of the things you have in your bag as 
a coach to try and flip the momentum a little bit.” 

Before the new line combinations took form, the Stars had a chance to 
get things going on the power play to begin the third period. Heiskanen, 
who has increasingly become comfortable in his new quarterback role on 
the top unit, got a shot through traffic on the net, where the Stars had a 
three-on-two advantage, without counting the goalie. After the puck 
bounced between Joe Pavelski and Roope Hintz, it got over to Benn, 
who slammed it home and followed it with an emphatic celebration 

“We needed to score on that power play,” Benn said. “Found a way to get 
one.” 

2-1, Stars 

The Stars’ game-winning goal was a stroke of good fortune. The Stars 
had a chance off the rush, but Mason Marchment did a good job of 
getting the puck down low and passing it up top to Ryan Suter, who then 
tossed it over to Colin Miller. 

From there, as Miller said, “had my head down, just shot it.” 

Three plays 

These are three non-scoring plays that stood out. 

Early chances 

In one first-period sequence, the Stars had multiple opportunities to draw 
first blood. Jason Robertson won a puck battle and one of the elite goal-
scorers in the NHL had a clean look at the goaltender. Right after that, 
Capitals goaltender Charlie Lindgren misplayed the puck and Luke 
Glendening had a wide-open cage but couldn’t deposit the puck. 

Benn’s moves 

Benn’s goal was important, and his resurgence remains a headlining 
topic this season for the Stars. In one second-period sequence, Benn 
showed off some skill that made some fans in the arena “ooooh and 
ahhhh.” The first came off the wall: 

And the second was through the neutral zone: 

Wyatt Johnston’s pass 

Despite how seamlessly Wyatt Johnston has fit into the NHL, I admittedly 
still watch him on a bit of a scale, given that he is a 19-year-old rookie. 
It’s impressive how regularly he combines his hockey vision with his skill 
to make the right play, whether it’s for himself or for a teammate. On a 
first-period power play, he got the puck, saw Tyler Seguin in the slot and 
promptly delivered an accurate pass between two defenders for a quality 
look. 
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Evgeni Malkin scores painful goal as Penguins extend winning streak to 
7 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

6-8 minutes 12/15/2022 

 

The Penguins were in a good place on Thursday. 
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South Florida. 

While most of us in Western Pennsylvania dealt with sideways rain — or 
a frozen variety of it — and were bundled up against dreary temperatures 
in the 40s, the Penguins shed their shirts and got a healthy dose of 
Vitamin D on the shores of Fort Lauderdale. 

Another good place they’ve inhabited as of late? 

The win column. 

Entering Thursday, they were in the midst of a season-best six-game 
winning streak. 

“It obviously boosts everyone’s confidence,” Penguins forward Teddy 
Blueger said on Wednesday at the team’s facility in Cranberry. “Puts 
everyone in a better mood. Obviously, we’ve played some pretty good 
hockey, even in some games where we weren’t as good. We showed 
some good character. 

“We’ve kind of had to win in different ways and relied on different guys to 
win.” 

On Thursday, the Penguins’ special teams proved to be highly reliable as 
they claimed a 4-2 win at FLA Live Arena in Sunrise, Fla. The victory 
extracted a toll, however, as superstar center forward Evgeni Malkin left 
the contest at 8:05 of the third period after he was injured while in the 
process of scoring a power-play goal. 

From above the left circle of the offensive zone, Penguins forward Sidney 
Crosby rocketed a slapper toward the cage. Malkin, positioned to the 
right of the crease, was struck on the outside of his right knee — which 
has undergone multiple surgeries throughout his career — and 
immediately fell to the ice as the puck deflected into the net for his 10th 
goal of the season. 

He eventually made his way to the visiting dressing room with assistance 
from teammates but did not return. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan did not provide a substantive update for 
Malkin’s status, though he suggested the “preliminary prognosis is 
positive” while speaking with media in Sunrise following the game. 

Teammate Kris Letang offered a similar assessment. 

“He’ll be OK. He’s tough,” Letang said. 

Panthers forward Ryan Lomberg opened the scoring with his fourth goal 
of the season 5:30 into regulation. From the center point of the offensive 
zone, Panthers defenseman Brandon Montour slid a pass to forward Eric 
Staal low in the right circle. Fighting off a check from Penguins 
defenseman Brian Dumoulin, Staal fired a wrister on net while falling. 
Goaltender Tristan Jarry rejected the shot but allowed a rebound to the 
right of the cage where Lomberg cleaned it up with a forehand shot that 
clunked off Jarry’s left arm and fluttered into the cage. Staal and Montour 
had assists. 

The Penguins’ first three goals came via special teams. 

A short-handed goal by Letang at 4:17 of the second period tied the 
game, 1-1. Chasing down a puck on the right half wall of his own zone, 
Penguins forward Ryan Poehling lumberjack chopped a clearing attempt 
up ice. Forward Bryan Rust claimed possession in the neutral zone and 
gained the offensive blue line on the left wing. Drawing in Montour, Rust 
slipped a backhand pass below the right circle, where Letang streaked in 
and lifted a forehand shot past the glove of sprawling goaltender Sergei 
Bobrovsky for his second goal of the season and fifth career short-
handed goal, a new franchise record for defensemen. Rust and Poehling 
tallied assists. 

Penguins forward Jake Guentzel supplied his team with its first lead by 
scoring his 14th goal on a power-play opportunity at 12:42 of the second. 
From the high slot of the offensive zone, Malkin surveyed the scene and 
snapped off a pass to the right of the crease, where Guentzel positioned 
his right skate to deflect the puck past Bobrovsky’s left leg and into the 
cage. Bobrovsky protested the goal and officials briefly reviewed the 

legality of Guentzel’s actions but the score stood. Assists went to Malkin 
and Letang. 

Malkin’s goal – which was the eventual game-winning score – came off 
assists from Crosby and forward Rickard Rakell. 

After Malkin’s goal and subsequent departure, the Panthers pulled within 
one at 10:14 of the third period thanks to forward Sam Reinhart’s ninth 
goal. From the right circle of the offensive zone, Panthers forward Carter 
Verhaeghe pitch-forked a backhanded pass across the ice to the left 
circle where Reinhart clapped a one-timer over Jarry’s right shoulder on 
the near side. The lone assist went to Verhaeghe. 

Guentzel scored again at 18:42 of the final frame on an empty net to 
secure victory. Crosby and forward Brock McGinn had assists. 

Jarry made 32 saves on 34 shots as his record improved to 14-3-3. 

Notes: 

• The Penguins’ seven-game winning streak is their longest since a 10-
game stretch they enjoyed last season between Dec. 4 and Dec. 6. 

• The Penguins have power-play goals in a season-best seven 
consecutive games. In their first 23 games, they scored at least one 
power-play goal in only nine of those contests. 

• The Penguins’ most recent short-handed goal by a defenseman came 
off the stick of Jack Johnson in a 4-3 home win against the Boston Bruins 
on Jan. 19, 2020. Johnson scored the tying goal and helped propel the 
Penguins to a comeback victory (they were down three goals). 

• Letang was previously tied with Randy Carlyle and Larry Murphy for 
most career short-handed goals by defensemen in franchise history. 

• Guentzel is tied with Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin for the 
league lead in empty net goals (five each). 

• The Penguins scratched forwards Drew O’Connor (healthy), Jason 
Zucker (undisclosed injury) and defenseman Mark Friedman (healthy). 

• With Zucker scratched, forward Danton Heinen replaced him in the 
lineup after being a healthy scratch for five of the previous seven games. 

• The Panthers were only able to dress 19 players on Thursday as star 
forward Matthew Tkachuk was scratched. According to media in Sunrise, 
Tkachuk was sidelined due to an undisclosed illness that has felled other 
members of the roster. 

According to Cap Friendly, the Panthers only have $600,125 of salary 
cap space, a figure that does not allow them to make a recall from a 
minor league affiliate. 

• Appearing in his 574th career contest for the Panthers, Aaron Ekblad 
set a new franchise record for games by a defenseman. He previously 
shared the mark with Robert Svehla (573). 
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Penguins confident Evgeni Malkin will be OK; Tristan Jarry and special 
teams shine in win over Panthers 

 

Jason Mackey 

7-8 minutes 12/15/2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — A 6-foot-3 sigh of relief walked slowly down the 
hallway at FLA Live Arena late Thursday night, Evgeni Malkin 
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approaching the Penguins dressing room with an ice pack affixed to his 
right knee. 

In the moments after a 4-2 victory that stretched the Penguins' winning 
streak to seven games, it was comforting for the Penguins to see Malkin 
— who took a puck from a Sidney Crosby slapshot to the unpadded area 
just above his surgically repaired right knee — moving around. 

“The preliminary prognosis is positive,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan 
said of Malkin, who left at the 8:05 mark of the third period and did not 
return. “That’s a positive sign.” 

Sullivan wasn’t the only one who felt that way. 

“It got him pretty good,” Crosby said. “But hopefully it’s nothing that’s 
going to keep him out.” 

“It sucks,” Kris Letang added. “You get hit there, and it’s like your leg 
goes dead. Can’t really stand on it. It’s a tough spot. He’ll be OK. He’s 
tough.” 

Those who spoke also had jokes about Malkin’s goal, which wound up as 
his second consecutive game-winner, the puck bouncing off his leg and 
into the net. 

“Funny way to score,” Sullivan said while cracking a slight smile, “but a 
goal is a goal.” 

“If you’re gonna get hit,” Crosby added, “might as well get a goal out of 
it.” 

OK, enough on that. The Penguins will hope Malkin’s leg is semi-
functional Friday morning — and it helps because they have the day off, 
then practice Saturday in Raleigh, N.C. They can rest him until Sunday if 
necessary. 

With Malkin’s extremities present and accounted for, the other theme 
from this latest Penguins victory was one of familiarity. Stellar 
goaltending. Terrific special teams. The goal scorers, ahem, scoring 
goals. 

It’s a recipe for success and one of the reasons why the Penguins (18-8-
4) have gone 14-2-2 in their last 18, vaulting themselves from the cellar 
to rarified air. Thursday marked the 14th time that stretch where they’ve 
allowed three or fewer goals, which is largely attributable to Tristan Jarry. 

If anyone needed evidence of what the Penguins netminder did to the 
Panthers, find the 22-second part of the second period and a point-blank 
save on Panthers captain Aleksander Barkov. A tone-setter. One you 
absolutely circle if you’re the note-taking type. 

Jarry has merited plenty of circles recently, as he came into this one on 
quite a heater: 9-0-1 with a .941 save percentage over his last 10 starts, 
plus leading NHL netminders in wins since Nov. 12 with nine. 

“The team is playing well,” Jarry said. “Obviously I’ve had some runs 
before. I’ve had some bad runs. It goes both ways. Just trying to keep 
this going as long as possible. That does nothing but help the team.” 

Another incredible Jarry stop in the period included robbing Brandon 
Montour on a backhand chance, yet it somehow wasn’t his most 
acrobatic. That was probably a sprawling stop moving from his right to 
left, somehow maneuvering his pad in the appropriate place to deny Sam 
Bennett. 

“What was that, an upside-down praying mantis?” analyst Phil Bourque 
wondered on the radio broadcast. 

Might’ve been. Might’ve also been Jarry stealing the show, which he very 
much did with a few more saves during a dominant period, those coming 
on Aleksi Heponiemi and Nick Cousins. During a high-event game, one 
featuring 28 high-danger chances and a 17-11 Florida advantage in that 
category, Jarry was the difference. 

The same as he’s been a lot lately. 

“He’s been unbelievable,” Jake Guentzel said. “Obviously we’re lucky to 
have him back there.” 

Special teams were also a significant part of this one, with the Penguins 
scoring twice on the power play and also netting third short-handed goal 
this season. 

While the Penguins penalty kill has been the NHL’s best since Teddy 
Blueger returned on Nov. 15, humming along at 92.1%, what unfolded at 
4:17 of the second period offered another gear. Two-on-one rush. Bryan 
Rust using his speed. Kris Letang slipping behind, all alone to finish on 
the doorstep. 

“Obviously a great play by Rusty,” Letang said. “His speed is tough to 
handle. I just tried to get open.” 

Later in the period, at 12:42, the Penguins power play converted a nifty 
opportunity. Malkin wrister from the point. Hit a defender. In front, a 
beaten and battered and undaunted Guentzel planted himself in the paint 
and remembered something Malkin told him recently. 

Use your skate and angle it. 

“In Buffalo a couple weekends ago, I went down on one knee,” Guentzel 
said. “Geno told me to try and use your skate back-door. He does that. 
Just kind of reacted. Great placement by him.” 

The goal off Malkin’s thigh put the Penguins in front, 3-1, and the 
advantage was necessary. Sam Reinhart scored at 10:14 of the third 
before Guentzel polished it off with an empty-netter, the Penguins 
snapping a stretch where they had lost four of five (1-2-2) in Sunrise. 

“The guys are playing hard,” Jarry said. “The goals are coming for us. 
They’re working hard in the defensive zone. They’re getting rewarded in 
the offensive zone. They’re going to the net hard. 

“That’s been the difference these last couple games. We’re getting a lot 
of blue paint goals, and it’s helping us tremendously.” 

Blue paint, right thigh. Who’s counting, right? 

Ice chips 

• Danton Heinen, a healthy scratch in five of the past seven, drew into the 
lineup at second-line left wing with Malkin and Rust. He took the lineup 
spot of Jason Zucker, who’s out week-to-week with a lower-body injury. 

• The Penguins have a power-play goal in seven straight for the first time 
during Sullivan’s tenure. They’re clicking at 37% (10 for 27) during that 
stretch. 

• Malkin extended his points streak to seven games (2 goals, 11 points). 
In his last nine games at Florida, Malkin has eight goals and 15 points 
and is a plus-9. 

• The Panthers were without their scoring leader, Matthew Tkachuk, who 
missed the game because he was sick. Mark Friedman and Drew 
O’Connor were scratched for the Penguins. 

• Sidney Crosby has 15 goals and 31 points in his last 19 games against 
the Panthers. 

They said it 

“We gotta make sure that’s a big part of the games nowadays. You gotta 
be winning special teams. I think we did that tonight and came out with 
the result.” — Jake Guentzel 

Stats ‘n at 

8: Career goals for Letang against the Panthers, all of them coming on 
the road. 

Coming up 

The Penguins are off on Friday. They will practice on Saturday morning 
in Raleigh, N.C., before taking on the Hurricanes on Sunday at PNC 
Arena. Puck drop for that one is scheduled for 5 p.m. 
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Yohe’s 10 observations: Evgeni Malkin appears to avoid serious injury in 
Penguins’ win 

 

By Josh Yohe 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Of Sidney Crosby’s 915 career assists, this is the one 
he never wanted to produce. 

With the Penguins leading by a goal midway through the third period at 
FLA Live Arena, Crosby fired a shot that caromed off Evgeni Malkin’s 
knee and into the net. It was the game-winning goal in the Penguins’ 4-2 
win, giving them seven straight victories. 

 

However, it was also a scary moment for the Penguins and Malkin, the 
future Hall of Famer. 

Malkin collapsed to the ice in clear agony, stayed down for about a 
minute, required help off the ice and did not return. The puck hit in the 
neighborhood of Malkin’s right knee, which is the one he had ACL and 
MCL surgery on less than two years ago. 

What looked initially like a potentially serious injury appears to have a 
good ending for the Penguins. Malkin was in the hallway outside of the 
locker room following the game, sporting an ice bag but walking relatively 
well. 

“I think the preliminary prognosis is positive,” Mike Sullivan said. “That’s a 
positive sign. We’ll see how he is tomorrow. Obviously he got hit with that 
shot. Funny way to score. A goal is a goal.” 

Crosby didn’t feel particularly good when he saw his good friend and 
longtime teammate in agony following the play. 

“It was one of those ones that got him in the right spot,” Crosby said. 
“You never like seeing that. He looked like he was in a lot of pain. I’ve 
done that a couple of times over the years.” 

Crosby, like Sullivan, believes that Malkin avoided any kind of a 
significant injury. 

“I don’t think (it’s serious),” Crosby said. “It got him pretty good but 
hopefully nothing that’s going to keep him out.” 

That Crosby resorted to humor indicates that everyone believes Malkin is 
fine. 

“If you’re going to get hit, at least get a goal out of it,” Crosby said. 

And if you’re going to play a loose defensive game and see a star get 
injured, at least get a win out of it. 

That’s what the Penguins did. 

They were pretty sloppy defensively throughout the game — unlike the 
clinic they put on against Dallas 72 hours earlier — and had to rely on a 
sensational performance from Tristan Jarry, who stopped 32 of 34 shots, 
many of them from dangerous areas. 

Jarry is 10-0-1 in his last 11 games. 

“He’s really good right now,” Crosby said. 

So are the Penguins, despite what was far too “loose” of a performance, 
according to Sullivan. 

They are 18-8-4 and tied with Carolina for second place in the 
Metropolitan Division. Suddenly, the Penguins and Hurricanes are only 
four points behind the previously red-hot Devils for first place. The 
Penguins travel to Raleigh for a showdown Sunday at 5 p.m. 

Jake Guentzel scored twice for the Penguins, once on a power play and 
the other into an empty net to put the contest away. 

Kris Letang scored his first goal since returning to the lineup after 
suffering a stroke, a beauty of a short-handed effort on a feed from Bryan 
Rust. 

Crosby, who added two assists, has 40 points in 30 games and is sixth in 
the NHL in scoring at age 35. 

The story of the night, however, was Malkin. 

An injury to either Malkin or Crosby would be conceivably devastating to 
the Penguins, who aren’t blessed with much capable top-six depth after 
their big guns. 

Luckily for the Penguins, it appears the big guns will still be firing. 

“Geno’s tough,” Letang said. “He’ll be fine.” 

Ten postgame observations 

• Crosby, despite making the joke, was a bit upset following the game. 

He confirmed that he wasn’t trying to score on the shot, but indeed, was 
looking for Malkin on the back door. 

Oh, he found him, alright. Crosby acknowledged that he shot the puck 
higher than intended. The puck hit Malkin just above the kneecap. 

And here’s another nugget for you. I was talking with Crosby about the 
play after his gathering with reporters and he told me something 
interesting. Believe it or not, he hasn’t been thrilled with the velocity on 
his shots lately. Really. So, before the game, he opted to change sticks. 
He said he’ll keep using the same stick for long stretches when he’s 
pleased, but opted to go with this stick because it was giving him more 
power on his shots. 

He confirmed that, indeed, the shot he fired at Malkin was hit flush. 

“Sucks,” Crosby said. “Not a good feeling.” 

• Malkin was walking without much of a limp outside the locker room after 
the game. Obviously, that’s a good sign. 

Also, everyone from Sullivan to Malkin’s teammates seemed to think the 
36-year-old wasn’t dealing with anything serious. 

You don’t typically worry about knee ligaments from absorbing shots, 
though I suppose stranger things have happened. Given how much 
Malkin’s right knee has been through, it’s always serious when you see 
him sprawling on the ice, clutching his knee. 

But this story appears to have a good ending as the Penguins believe 
this isn’t serious. 

The Penguins, by the way, are staying in Florida on Friday. It’s an off day 
for the team. They’ll fly to Raleigh on Saturday morning and then practice 
in North Carolina on Saturday afternoon. Don’t expect any more health 
updates on Malkin until following that practice. 

• It’s a good thing Malkin appears to have avoided a major injury. 

Jeff Carter is playing OK, but certainly isn’t producing the way he did 
when he arrived in Pittsburgh nearly two years ago. The Penguins have a 
long and rich history of winning consistently with Crosby or Malkin out of 
the lineup. It’s been quite extraordinary over the years, really. 

But I’m not sure this team is designed to survive an injury to one of them. 
The bottom six has been decent, and the fourth line deserves credit for 
how it’s played. However, the Penguins simply must get the bulk of their 
offense from Crosby and Malkin. It’s just the way it is. Carter isn’t a 
second-line center anymore. 
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• Under normal circumstances, I would have mentioned Jarry more 
prominently far higher in this article. 

This, in my view, was his best performance of the season. The Penguins 
were pretty bad in their own zone, especially in the first two periods. Jarry 
had to stop breakaways and a number of wonderful looks against the 
Panthers, who were playing without the ill Matthew Tkachuk. Still, the 
Panthers showcase plenty of talented forwards. 

JARRY! JARRY! https://t.co/Ubz1HPX30G pic.twitter.com/zFGZT78buw 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) December 16, 2022 

Jarry simply stared them down all night. This is about as well as we’ve 
seen him play. Jarry is an absolutely elite NHL goaltender at the moment. 
His athleticism is impressive. 

• What a great moment for Letang on the short-handed goal. 

He downplayed it after the game, but it had to be an extraordinary 
moment for him. And it was a wonderful play. 

While short-handed, Rust entered Florida territory. The Panthers’ power 
play had collapsed low and got stagnant for just a moment as opposed to 
taking care of their defensive zone. Letang, sensing this, busted into 
Florida territory. 

The Panthers couldn’t catch him. (Not much of an effort from Sam 
Reinhart, I might add.) 

Just a beautiful goal. 

• Guentzel is taking too much of a beating. 

It’s every night. This time, it was Marc Staal who crushed Guentzel with a 
late and high hit in the first period. 

Guentzel got his revenge. He has 15 goals in 26 games this season. 
Guentzel is on pace for 45 goals. 

What an exceptionally intelligent play he made to angle his foot without 
kicking it on the power-play goal. Classic Guentzel goal. 

• Sullivan wasn’t too happy after the game. 

The Dallas game? He loved it. Coaches love when their teams take care 
of things defensively. The Penguins didn’t against Florida. I asked him 
after his press conference if it was too much of a “high event” game, 
which is one of his favorite phrases. 

“Yes.” 

Then I asked him if it was too high event for his liking. 

“Yes.” 

You get the point. 

• The Penguins missed the net a ton in this game. And when I say they 
missed the net a lot, they missed the net on many golden scoring 
opportunities. 

Both teams were very loose defensively, which is often the case when 
these teams meet, for whatever reason. 

• That’s two power-play goals for the Penguins in this game. 

This strikes me as a fairly big deal, given how rotten that unit has been 
for most of the season. 

• Couple of closing thoughts … 

Teddy Blueger is a magician on the penalty kill. Fabulous stuff. … 
Kasperi Kapanen is going to the net more. Good for him. It needs to 
continue. … Austin Lemieux, son of Mario Lemieux, attended the game 
with members of the Pittsburgh brass. His father is in Florida but did not 
attend the game. 
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Penguins’ Evgeni Malkin exits vs. Panthers after taking shot to right knee 

 

By Rob Rossi and The Athletic Staff 

Dec 16, 2022 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins center Evgeni Malkin exited Thursday’s 4-2 win over 
the Panthers after taking a shot off his right knee midway through the 
third period. Here’s what you need to know: 

Sidney Crosby’s slap shot appeared to catch Malkin on an area near his 
knee that was not protected by padding. The puck redirected into the net 
for a goal that was awarded to Malkin, who immediately fell to the ice 
clutching his knee. 

He could not put pressure on his right leg as he was being helped to the 
bench by two teammates. 

The 36-year-old’s right knee has twice been surgically repaired. 

Coach Mike Sullivan said the preliminary prognosis was positive and 
Malkin — who was seen after the game waking with an ice pack on his 
knee — will be checked again Friday. 

Backstory 

Malkin tore his MCL and ACL in February 2011, with the MCL requiring 
surgery, and missed the rest of that season. He tore his ACL and PCL in 
June 2021, with the ACL requiring surgery. His recovery from that injury 
forced him out of the opening two months last season. 

Malkin signed a four-year extension this past summer. He pronounced 
his knee “200 percent” upon returning to Pittsburgh for training camp in 
September. 

The Penguins (18-8-4) won their seventh consecutive game Thursday 
and Malkin was credited with the winning goal on the play that injured 
him. — Rossi 

Malkin’s impact this season 

Malkin — who now has 10 goals and 21 assists on the season — is 
riding a seven-game point streak and has been the Penguins’ second-
best forward this season behind only Crosby. 

He’s been especially good, again, on the power play, which has been a 
strength for the Penguins in recent weeks. The Penguins run their power 
play through Malkin a majority of the time. — Rossi 

Injuries piling up 

The Penguins have been hit hard by injuries the last few days. 
Defenseman Jeff Petry is on LTIR with an upper-body injury. Winger 
Jason Zucker is week-to-week with a lower-body injury. Zucker is a 
regular on the left side of the Penguins’ second line that Malkin centers. 
— Rossi 

What they’re saying 

Crosby on Malkin leaving the game after being hit with his shot: "You 
never like seeing that. He looked like he was in a lot of pain. We've done 
it [caught each other with pucks] a couple times over the years. You don't 
like doing that… 
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Penguins Locker Room: Crosby Chuckles at Malkin, Jarry Shines 

 

Published 7 hours ago on December 15, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ six-game winning streak was not top of mind 
inside the locker room on Wednesday, but the constants and ability to 
find ways to win were. While the Penguins have found different ways to 
win over the last month, they began with an uncharacteristic wide-open 
track meet against the Florida Panthers Thursday at FLA Live Arena. 

The Penguins were on the short end of the chances until the third period 
but still claimed their seventh straight win, 4-2 over the Florida Panthers 
at FLA Live Arena. 

They yielded more high-danger chances in the first period (8) than they 
did in the entire Dallas game (5), according to NaturalStatTrick.com. 

The Penguins figuratively flung open the doors in the second period, and 
it became more firewagon hockey than the team has played in weeks, if 
not all season. Florida had nine more high-danger chances compared to 
just three for the Penguins. 

Yet the Penguins scored both goals in the second period, while Tristan 
Jarry made a handful of brilliant saves. He is 10-0-1 in his last 11 games 
and further upped his save percentage to .923. 

Early in the second period, Bryan Rust set up Kris Letang on a 
shorthanded two-on-one. Letang roofed it for his fifth career shortie. 

Then Jake Guentzel may have gotten away with a kick that counted as a 
power-play goal. Guentzel slid his skate into the puck but never turned 
his skate for a true kicking motion. Either call would have stood, but it 
counted. 

However, the Penguins’ third goal was painful. On the power play, 
Sidney Crosby blasted a slapshot from the left circle. Evgeni Malkin 
hugged the post to deflect it, but the shot hit Malkin just above the shin 
pad but below the pants. 

Malkin writhed in pain on the ice as the goal lights flashed red. It was the 
game-winner. 

Crosby had two assists on Thursday, including blasting a shot off Malkin 
that seemed to make Crosby chuckle just a bit. 

“I don’t think (there’s anything seriously wrong). I got him pretty good, but 
hopefully, nothing that’s going to keep him out,” Crosby said. 

“I guess If you’re going to get hit, get a goal out of it.” 

Now that’s a reaction for guys who are close friends. The jokes on Friday 
when the Penguins have an off-day in southern Florida should be just as 
brutal. 

Sidney Crosby: 

Pittsburgh Penguins defenseman Kris Letang also downplayed Malkin’s 
pain, “He’ll be OK. He’s tough.” 

Letang also downplayed any surprise over hyperbole over Jarry’s 32-
save win. For Letang, it was just another example of Jarry’s talent. 

“We all know he’s really good. He’s going to win some games for us,” 
said Letang. 

Kris Letang: 

Not only did Malkin get credit for a power-play goal, but he also assisted 
on Jake Guentzel’s disputed second-period power-play goal. Guentzel 

slid his skate forward to deflect Malkin’s shot. Florida argued it was a 
kicking motion. Guentzel credited Malkin with helping his technique. 

“In Buffalo last week, Geno just told me to use my skates — kind of get 
(my foot) back like he does,” said Guentzel. “He scores a lot of goals like 
that, and he did it again tonight.” 

Jake Guentzel: 

The Penguins locker room had every reason to be smiles, especially as 
everyone seemed to believe Malkin will be OK. The team will have an off 
day in southern Florida before traveling to Carolina for the Sunday 
evening game. And they’ve won seven in a row. 
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Malkin Leaves Penguins Game in Pain, but Prognosis is Promising 

 

Published 7 hours ago on December 15, 2022 

By Dave Molinari  

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Evgeni Malkin has scored 454 goals for the Pittsburgh 
Penguins since he entered the NHL in 2006. 

It’s safe to assume that none of them have been as painful as the one he 
got during the Penguins’ 4-2 victory against Florida Thursday night at 
FLA Live Arena. 

The Penguins were ahead, 2-1, and on a power play as the middle of the 
third period approached, when Malkin positioned himself near the 
Panthers’ net. 

Sidney Crosby hammered a slap shot from the top of the left circle that 
appeared to be going wide of the net … until it struck Malkin in an 
unprotected area, just above his right shinguard. 

The puck went into the Florida net — “It’s a funny way to score, but a 
goal is a goal,” Mike Sullivan said — and Malkin dropped to the ice in 
obvious pain. He eventually was helped off the ice and to the locker 
room, and did not return to the game. 

And while Malkin’s right leg was heavily wrapped after the game, Sullivan 
said, that “the preliminary prognosis is positive, so that’s a positive sign.” 

Malkin’s teammates were predictably sympathetic — it’s reasonable to 
assume that they’ve all been struck in an unprotected area a few times 
since they took up the game — but also slightly amused by what they 
witnessed, which is another indication that he wasn’t badly injured. 

“It got him in the right spot,” Crosby said. “He looked like he was in a lot 
of pain. I’ve done it a couple of times over the years, but you don’t like 
doing that. … I think it got him pretty good, but hopefully, I don’t think it’s 
going to keep him out. If you are going to get hit, get a goal out of it.” 

Kris Letang, who was on the ice when Malkin was injured, agreed that 
being hit by pucks the way Malkin was is an occupational hazard. 

“It happens,” Letang said. “It sucks. You get hit there, and it’s like your 
leg goes dead. You can’t really stand on it. It’s a tough spot. But he’ll be 
OK. He’s tough.” 
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Split Decision: Penguins Beat Panthers, 4-2, But Malkin Hurt 

 

Published 8 hours ago on December 15, 2022 

By Dave Molinari  

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — There is much for the Pittsburgh Penguins to like 
about these business trips to south Florida. 

The warm temperatures certainly are appreciated during winter. 

Same with the blue skies, which are generally bright and sunny when the 
Penguins are around. 

And there surely is a lot to be said for spending a few days in a nice hotel 
just steps from the Atlantic Ocean. 

And sometimes, the Penguins even enjoy the games that are the reason 
they come here in the first place. 

Games like their 4-2 victory against Florida Thursday night at FLA Live 
Arena, which raised their record to 18-8-4 and their winning streak to 
seven. 

It was a relatively rare win in south Florida for the Penguins, who were 1-
2-2 in their previous five visits. 

And it might have come at a cost, as Evgeni Malkin was injured midway 
through the final period. 

The Penguins were on a power play and Malkin was hovering near the 
crease when a Sidney Crosby shot from above the left circle appeared to 
strike him in an unprotected area just above his shinguard. 

The puck deflected into the Florida net at 8:05, giving the Penguins a 3-1 
lead and Malkin his 10th goal of the season, but he was in obvious pain 
and had to be helped off the ice, and then to the dressing room. 

Malkin was spotted after the game with his right leg heavily wrapped, but 
Mike Sullivan said preliminary indications are that his injury is not 
serious. 

The Penguins already were without second-line winger Jason Zucker, 
who is out week-to-week, and defenseman Jeff Petry, who is on the 
Long-Term Injured list. 

Florida, meanwhile, dressed just 17 skaters, one fewer than usual, 
because left winger Matthew Tkachuk was scratched, apparently 
because of illness. That was a significant loss, since he is the Panthers’ 
leading scorer and one of the NHL’s premier power forwards. 

“He’s tough at the net-front,” Sullivan said. “He’s really good in the blue 
paint. He’s hard on the forecheck. He’s a physical guy. He’s a lot like his 
dad (longtime NHLer Keith Tkachuk), in that regard.” 

Despite its shortfall in manpower, Florida took a 1-0 lead at 5:30 of the 
opening period, as Ryan Lomberg threw a shot past Tristan Jarry from 
the right side of the crease. 

That was one of 34 shots the Panthers launched at Jarry, who stopped 
32 of them. 

Getting that kind of early advantage was nothing new for the Panthers; 
they have scored first in 20 of their 31 games this season. 

Jarry kept the Penguins within a goal as the middle of the period 
approached when he stopped a breakaway by Nick Cousins, who had 
blocked a Marcus Pettersson shot, and the Penguins got the only power 
play of the period when Panthers center Eric Staal was penalized at 9:20 
for “removing an opponent’s helmet.” 

The Penguins, however, were unable to take advantage of that chance 
with the extra man. 

Jarry came up big again in the first half-minute of the second period, 
denying Aleksander Barkov from the inner edge of the left circle. 

The Panthers could have padded their lead when Jan Rutta was called 
for hooking at 3:21, but it was the Penguins who scored while Rutta was 
in the penalty box. 

Kris Letang got the goal, taking a backhand feed from Bryan Rust, who 
had carried the puck down the left wing, and beating goalie Sergei 
Bobrovsky from in front of the net at 4:17. It was the first shorthanded 
goal by a Penguins defenseman since Jack Johnson scored one on Jan. 
19, 2020. 

Ryan Poehling got the second assist on that goal, which was Letang’s 
second of the season and his fifth career shorthanded goal, most ever by 
a Penguins defenseman. Letang had shared the top spot on that list with 
Larry Murphy and Randy Carlyle. 

Jake Guentzel had a chance to put the Penguins in front just over nine 
minutes into the period when he got a 2-on-1 break with Crosby, but his 
shot missed the net. 

Guentzel didn’t need long to make amends, however. 

Just 50 seconds after Panthers forward Carter Verhaeghe was caught 
tripping, Guentzel used his left skate to deflect a Malkin shot past 
Bobrovsky at 12:42. 

The goal, Guentzel’s 14th, netted assists for Malkin, who has a seven-
game scoring streak, and Letang. 

It was the Penguins’ seventh consecutive game with a power-play goal, 
the longest such streak during Mike Sullivan’s tenure as head coach. 

Jan Rutta was sent off for cross-checking Cousins with 55.8 seconds to 
go before the intermission, but the Penguins were able to kill that penalty 
without incident. 

Malkin’s goal, however inadvertent, gave the Penguins a little breathing 
room, but that effectively disappeared at 10:13, when Sam Reinhart beat 
Jarry from inside the left circle to make it 3-2. 

They subsequently killed an interference minor on Danton Heinen to stay 
in front, and Guentzel put the game out of reach by scoring into an empty 
net at 18:42. 
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Penguins Marching: What Does a 6-Game Winning Streak Really Mean? 

 

Published 16 hours ago on December 15, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

It was a simple question posed to several Pittsburgh Penguins players on 
Wednesday before they jetted to sunny Florida to face the defending 
President’s Trophy-winning Florida Panthers. Besides the points, what 
does a six-game winning streak actually mean? 

The Penguins have won games in several ways. There was containing 
the aggressive Buffalo Sabres, playing within the tight structure against 
the Dallas Stars, and the Penguins dominated the puck against the St. 
Louis Blues and Vegas Golden Knights. 

Yet it’s been a somewhat muted winning streak. 

“I don’t know. I don’t think about it a whole lot,” said captain Sidney 
Crosby. “I think that the season has ebbs and flows, and I think you’re 
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just trying to maintain that momentum and keep fresh in your mind as to 
what goes into the different games that you find ways to win. And really, 
they’re all different, to be honest with you.” 

You might think Crosby’s answer was unique or “typical Sid,” but it 
wasn’t. 

Some players are just starting to realize they haven’t lost since the 
controversial non-call in the 3-2 OT loss to the Carolina Hurricanes in 
which Bryan Rust was boarded and stripped of the puck in OT, leading to 
the game-winner. 

“I don’t think we’ve talked much about it. I think we just go game by 
game,” said P.O Joseph. “If you had asked me two days ago, I don’t think 
I would have said that we were on a six-game winning streak.” 

If you need more reinforcement about how little the Penguins have 
thought about it, this reporter inadvertently said “seven-game” winning 
streak to Joseph, and he repeated our error without realizing it was 
incorrect. 

No, they really aren’t paying attention to it. 

A veteran team that has reached the pinnacle a few times probably 
knows one of those enduring sports psychology edicts: Never get too 
high, never get too low. Perhaps that’s why the intensity or emotional 
level has not been noticeably higher. 

Last season, without Crosby or Evgeni Malkin in the lineup, the team 
played with emotion and urgency because they were short on talent. This 
team is a bit different. 

Until this week, when Jeff Petry and Jason Zucker were injured, the 
Penguins had gone stretches this season without any player being out of 
the lineup. For a few weeks, only short illnesses kept a player out. 

And they’ve been humming along. The Pittsburgh Penguins have won 13 
of 17 and have points in 15 of those 17 (13-2-2). 

“I think it obviously boosts everyone’s confidence and puts everyone in a 
better mood,” Teddy Blueger said. “I think we played some good hockey 
and even some games where we weren’t as good, we showed some 
good character — even in the last game, it was kind of a hard-fought 
game. Not a lot of chances … So I think it was a good test for us.” 

Indeed, the Penguins have found different ways to win. Buffalo controlled 
the puck and large portions of the game in both ends of the back-to-back, 
but the Penguins got a pair of great goaltending performances from 
Tristan Jarry and Casey DeSmith, respectively, and won both. 

They trailed Vegas in the third period despite dominating large portions of 
that game. 

And their shot-attempt ratio has not been above 50% in the last four 
games, but their expected goals-for has not been below 50% in any of 
those four games. Stats are according to NaturalStatTrick.com. 

“I mean, some games are special teams made a difference. And our 
goalies are set up. They made some big saves,” said Crosby. “Look at 
the last game. It’s a tight game, 1-1, with not much going on. You’ve just 
got to grind that one out. We got a big goal. Yeah, I think they’re all 
different. But as long as we remind ourselves of the constants that go 
into those wins, that’s something you can learn.” 

And that’s probably what a six-game winning streak means. Learn the 
constants. And there probably isn’t a better steward of that mindset than 
Sidney Crosby. 
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Penguins vs. Florida, Game 30: Lines, Notes & How to Watch 

 

Published 19 hours ago on December 15, 2022 

By Dave Molinari  

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — It’s been more than two years since the Pittsburgh 
Penguins traded Patric Hornqvist to Florida, but he still comes up 
occasionally in conversations between members of the fan base. 

And almost certainly between some of the guys who played with him, too. 

However, there probably won’t be much talk about Hornqvist when the 
Penguins face Florida tonight at 7:08 p.m. at FLA Live Arena, because 
he won’t be in the Panthers’ lineup. 

Hornqvist is on the Long-Term Injured list while recovering from a 
concussion, and will sit out his sixth consecutive game this evening. He 
was, however, able to participate in their game-day skate today. 

His absence isn’t the only reason the Panthers are off to a disappointing 
14-12-4 start — Hornqvist has settled into a bottom-six role, averaging 
only 9:16 of ice time per game, with just one goal and two assists in 22 
games — but Florida could use an infusion of his leadership and other 
intangibles. 

“He’s a talker on the bench,” Panthers coach Paul Maurice said after the 
skate. “He never shuts up. But, he calls the game like a coach. He sees 
small things on the ice … some of that is just through experience. He’s 
been through so much. He’s seen so much. He is really, really sharp on 
the bench. If (coaching) is something that he looks to later in his career, I 
would understand it. 

“But what’s he really got, more than anything, is an every-day, high-end 
pro approach. He’s here early. He practices harder than everybody else. 
He stays longer and he can do it every single day. Every game is his best 
effort. A great example for our young players.” 

Although the Panthers were a popular preseason choice to seriously 
challenge for a championship, they have won as many as two games in a 
row only three times. Impressive as the Panthers’ personnel, including 
the likes of Matthew Tkachuk, Aleksander Barkov and Aaron Ekblad, is, 
their point total is not. 

Hornqvist, 35, isn’t likely to be the only Panthers player who is out of the 
lineup this evening. Carter Verhaeghe, Spencer Knight and Anton 
Lundell were unhealthy scratches, while Colin White and Chris Tierney 
were injured during a 4-0 victory against Columbus Tuesday. 

Knight will be available against the Penguins and Verhaeghe seems 
likely to play, but it’s not clear which, if any, of the others might be in 
uniform. 

Mind you, the Penguins’ lineup is a bit watered-down, too. They will be 
without defenseman Jeff Petry, who is on the Long-Term Injured list, and 
second-line left winger Jason Zucker, who is listed as week-to-week with 
an unspecified injury suffered in the Penguins’ 2-1 victory over Dallas 
Monday. 

Petry’s injury has opened a spot for Chad Ruhwedel, while Danton 
Heinen is expected to move into Zucker’s place alongside Evgeni Malkin 
and Bryan Rust. 

Regardless of who Mike Sullivan deploys, or how his lines and defense 
pairings are configured, doing damage-control against Tkachuk, one of 
the league’s premier power forwards, figures to be a top priority. 

Assuming Tkachuk actually plays, that is. He did not skate this morning 
and did not participate in a team-sponsored charity event Wednesday 
after reportedly being ill following the Columbus game. 

Maurice declined to confirm the reason for Tkachuk’s absence this 
morning, and said a decision on whether he will play against the 
Penguins should be made around 5 p.m. 
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Florida acquired him from Calgary in the belief that he was the final piece 
needed to make the Panthers a Stanley Cup-caliber team, and while the 
club has not performed to most projections, Tkachuk certainly has. 

He leads Florida in scoring with 39 points in 28 games — Verhaeghe, 
who is second in the team scoring race, has 15 fewer points — while also 
topping the club with 45 penalty minutes. Tkachuk had a goal and an 
assist Tuesday, despite not feeling well. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins will not hold a game-day skate. Sullivan is 
scheduled to meet with reporters about two hours before the game, at 
which time he is expected to identify his starting goaltender and provide 
any injury updates. 

Expected Pittsburgh Penguins Lines 

Guentzel-Crosby-Rakell 

Heinen-Malkin-Rust 

McGinn-Carter-Kapanen 

Poehling-Blueger-Archibald 

Defense 

Pettersson-Letang 

Dumoulin-Rutta 

Joseph-Ruhwedel 

Goalie 

Tristan Jarry 

Expected Florida Panthers Lines, per Puckpedia.com 

Tkechuk-Barkov-Reinhart 

Luostainen-Bennett-White 

Cousins-Staal-Denisenko 

Lomberg-Tierney-Dalpe 

Defense 

Forsling-Ekblad 

Staal-Montour 

Kierstad-Mahura 

Goalie 

Sergei Bobrovsky 

Special Teams 

Penguins Power Play: 20 of 98, 20.4%, 22nd (tie) 

Penguins Penalty Kill: 16 of 91, 82.4%, 4th 

Panthers Power Play: 21 of 112, 18.8%, 26th 

Panthers Penalty Kill: 25 of 115, 78.3%, 19th 

Pittsburgh Penguins Game Notes 

Sidney Crosby has 28 goals and 30 assists in 44 career games against 
the Panthers. 

The Penguins are 13-2-2 in their past 17 games overall — their six-game 
winning streak is the longest active one in the NHL — and 13-4-4 in their 
past 21 against Florida. They also have won five road games in a row, 
tying Vancouver for the longest such streak in the league. 

Jeff Carter’s next assist will be his 400th in the NHL, while Heinen needs 
one to have 100 in his career. 

The Penguins have scored three or more goals in 14 of their past 18 road 
games against the Panthers, 

Tristan Jarry is 9-0-2 in his past 11 starts. Sam Reinhart is one of only 
four Panthers to have scored on him, and is the only one who has done it 
twice. 

The Penguins have a power-play goal in six consecutive games, going 8-
for-24 with the extra man during that stretch. 

Kris Letang’s next even-strength point will be his 400th, making him just 
the seventh player in franchise history and allowing him to join Brent 
Burns and Erik Karlsson as the only active defensemen to reach that 
milestone. 

Disappointing as the Panthers’ first few months in 2022-23 have been, 
they are formidable on home ice, going 8-3-3 so far. 
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Dan’s Daily: Islanders-Canucks Trade Talks, Big Penguins Injuries 

 

Published 24 hours ago on December 15, 2022 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Vancouver Canucks scratched Brock Boeser, which was a red alert 
on the NHL trade rumors that kicked up this week, but it was due to 
illness. Sources tell our colleagues that the New York Islanders have 
inquired and sent scouts to watch Boeser’s teammate, Bo Horvat. Also in 
the Daily — Ryan Reaves freight-trained Detroit’s Filip Hronek with an 
open-ice headshot that was not penalized. The Penguins lost Jeff Petry 
on Saturday, and now they’ve lost Jason Zucker on a week-to-week 
basis. And is Alex Ovechkin the greatest goal-scorer of all time? 

Oh, we’ll get into the Reaves hit. 

Most of us reacted similarly when coach Mike Sullivan announced that 
Zucker was injured: “That poor guy.” Although I may have used a 
different word than “guy.” 

Zucker was really playing well and showing what he could bring to the 
table. He’s paid his dues with nearly three years of injuries since donning 
the black and gold. On a human level, I hope it isn’t serious or, worse, 
nagging. 

Pittsburgh Penguins / Steelers, Pirates 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: “We feel for Zuck,” Sullivan said. He doesn’t 
need surgery, but yet another injury for Jason Zucker. 

PHN+: So … what will Sullivan do without Jeff Petry? I asked him about 
P.O Joseph taking a more prominent role, and he went a different 
direction with the answer. So, here’s what the Pittsburgh Penguins will 
do. 

Steelers Now: 

QB controversy. Mitch Trubisky and Mason Rudolph battled in practice. 
The Steelers QB decision looms. 

Seriously? Mike Tomlin didn’t have a problem with the Roquan Smith hit 
on Kenny Pickett. 

Did he see it?? The “Turkey Joe” scoop-twist-slam was outlawed two 
decades ago. Or was it three? 

And here’s how the Steelers playoff hopes end this week. 
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QB battle doesn’t matter? Kenny Pickett did practice in a limited capacity. 

PBN+: 

What to make of Vince Velasquez with the Pittsburgh Pirates? 

NHL Trade Chatter, News & National Hockey Now: 

NYI Hockey Now: Regarding the Bo Horvat situation, sources tell our 
colleagues that, indeed, there have been talks with the New York 
Islanders. 

Washington Hockey Now: Sammi Silber notes that without two lockouts 
and two COVID-shortened seasons, Ovechkin would have passed 
Wayne Gretzky already. Unbelievable. Here’s the debate — the greatest 
goal scorer ever, Alex Ovechkin? 

Detroit: Officials huddled. No penalty?! As the Red Wings faced the Wild, 
Ryan Reaves trucked Filip Hronek. 

Hronek didn’t see Reaves because he was looking to make a pass. Yep, 
so it’s his fault. It’s probably the worst part of unwritten hockey rules — 
“Have your head up!” Look, Hronek’s head never moved, yet it was the 
primary point of contact by a 275-pound, full-speed train, which had 
plenty of time to avoid the head. Why is it OK because Hronek wasn’t 
looking forward? Stupid. Click on the story above to see the hit. 

TSN: Unsigned Senators RFA Alex Formenton signed a deal to play in 
Switzerland. 

Connor McDavid is filling the net — he’s on pace to reach numbers that 
only Gretzky and Lemieux have reached. 

Vegas Hockey Now: One of the most cap-strapped teams over the 
summer was the Golden Knights. The salary cap could go up by 1 to $4 
million next season. What will the Vegas Golden Knights do with the 
money? 

Dallas: Guess who helped out the Penguins by beating New Jersey? 
Here’s the scoop as the Dallas Stars Springsteen’d NJD. 
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Devils’ Erik Haula heated after 4-1 loss to Stars, ‘excited’ for challenge 
against Flyers 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

 

Erik Haula brushed his hair back and scoffed at reporters. 

Standing near his locker after the Devils’ 4-1 loss to the Stars on 
Tuesday, Haula grew angry at questions about his offensive 
shortcomings in the game. He posted another unlucky stat line – four 
scoring chances for, yet no goals – so when it was brought up fresh after 
the Devils’ third straight loss, he let the media hear it. 

“Yeah, thanks man,” Haula said, in response to a question about scoring 
chances. “Yeah I mean, I thought it was a tight game. There was 
chances on both sides. Just how it’s going right now. 

It only got worse. 

Haula was then asked for his thoughts on three crucial turning points: 
Stars defenseman Ryan Suter blocking his high percentage shot, Ty 
Dellandrea scoring on Akira Schmid with 2.6 seconds remaining in the 
second period and the controversial quick whistle after his near goal on 
Scott Wedgewood in the final minutes of the contest. 

“I don’t really know what to say to you right now,” Haula said of the Suter 
block. “I don’t know what kind of answer you’re expecting. It didn’t go in 
the corner, it didn’t go in the net, it hit him in the chest, what do you want 
me to say?” 

“I just play the game. He has the whistle, he blows it, there’s nothing I 
can do. … They just said that they had it covered, so I’m assuming they 
didn’t see it,” he said of the late scoring chance. 

“You’re asking all tough questions right now,” he said of the Dellandrea 
goal. “I think everything that you’re asking is kind of self explanatory to be 
honest. One second left and they score to take the lead. How do you 
think that feels?” 

Haula’s postgame passion comes after weeks of terrible puck luck. The 
31-year-old forward, whom the Devils acquired from the Bruins in 
exchange for Pavel Zacha this offseason, has a goals scored above 
expected rate of minus-7.4, which ranks last in the NHL among all 
skaters. Haula is a force on the face-off dot – he wins 58.9% of draws – 
and he adds value on defense and in the locker room, but he can’t seem 
to shake his scoring drought. 

The Devils, despite their season long skid, are still rolling on offense, but 
find themselves lost on defense in recent games. They have given up 71 
goals in the 2022-23 season, 14 of which came in their last three 
contests. Haula said they need to regain their defensive toughness 
before Thursday’s matchup vs. the Flyers. 

“I feel like we’ve been a pretty good scoring team all year,” he said. “I 
don’t think it’s necessarily about what we need to do offensively, it’s 
about what we need to do defensively. So that’s where I’d start. 

“Response. We’ve got to respond here. Three in a row hasn’t happened 
this year yet, so I’m excited to see what we got.” 

Coach Lindy Ruff echoed Haula in his press conference – and said the 
Devils need to “convert” on those easier chances. 

“We’re facing a little bit of a bump in the road, a little adversity,” Ruff said. 
“These are the challenges we have in the year. You’re going to run your 
good times together, you’re going to have to get out of the hole. We’ve 
been a team that tried to take a lot of pride in not losing two… We had 
our opportunities, two or three chances in the third period, just couldn’t 
convert.” 

The Devils have off on Wednesday before facing the Flyers at Prudential 
Center on Thursday. They are 1-1-0 and have a minus-two goal 
differential vs. Philadelphia this season. 
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Devils lose 3rd straight as Stars, former N.J. goalie Scott Wedgewood 
shuts them down | 3 takeaways 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

 

The Devils came into Tuesday hoping to turn things around. 

The sky wasn’t falling – they were only on a two game losing skid 
entering their game against the Stars and even got a point in their 
overtime loss to the Rangers – but they desperately wanted to regain the 
confidence they built during their hot November. 

Coach Lindy Ruff made line changes, gathered his team in Prudential 
Center early and adjusted playing minutes to combat Dallas’ powerful 
offensive attack, led by rising star Jason Robertson. 
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Still, an ex-Devils goaltender ruined Ruff’s hope. Stars goalie Scott 
Wedgewood, who played three seasons with the Devils, had an absurd 
night and led Dallas to the 4-1 beatdown in Newark. 

With the loss, the Devils fell to 21-6-2 in the 2022-23 season – three 
points behind the Bruins for first place in the NHL. They are 2-2-2 in their 
previous six games. 

Here are three takeaways from the Devils’ 4-1 loss to the Stars: 

Weak finishes 

The Devils continued a concerning trend on Tuesday. 

With the clock ticking down in the second period, defensemen Jonas 
Siegenthaler and Dougie Hamilton both failed to clear the puck from their 
zone and send them tied into intermission. As a result, Stars winger 
Robertson grabbed the puck and set up a Roope Hintz goal with 2.6 
seconds to go. 

Ruff needs to stress clearing the zone – especially to finish out periods – 
in practice if he wants to start piling wins together again. 

Line tweaks 

Usually when the Devils have a back-to-back, they play Game 1, return 
at an exhausting hour the same night night, then report for team 
meetings the following afternoon. 

They followed a different schedule on Tuesday. 

Thanks to their proximity to Madison Square Garden – where Monday 
night’s loss took place – and the disappointing result, Ruff rallied the 
troops earlier than expected and held a morning meeting ahead of the 
Devils’ matchup against the Stars. Ruff did this to discuss two crucial 
changes: line shake ups and defensive effort. 

Aside from post-injury tweaks, Ruff has mostly kept the forward lines 
together, but with varying degrees of ice time. He ran a three-line system 
on Monday – limiting Yegor Sharangovich, Jesper Boqvist and Alexander 
Holtz to just 5:43 minutes – but opted against this before the loss to 
Dallas. 

Here are the lines Ruff usually uses: 

Tomas Tatar - Nico Hischier - Jesper Bratt 

Erik Haula - Jack Hughes - Dawson Mercer 

Miles Wood - Michael McLeod - Fabian Zetterlund 

Yegor Sharangovich - Jesper Boqvist - Alexander Holtz 

And here are the lines he rolled with against Dallas: 

Tomas Tatar - Nico Hischier - Jesper Bratt 

Erik Haula - Jack Hughes - Dawson Mercer 

Miles Wood - Michael McLeod - Yegor Sharangovich 

Andreas Johnsson - Jesper Boqvist - Fabian Zetterlund 

The results were not what Ruff had dreamt up. The Devils controlled 
most of the game’s advanced metrics at five-on-five (54.05% Corsi for 
percentage and a 32-26 shot advantage), but struggled sneaking goals 
past Wedgewood. 

Wedgewood’s strong performance forced Ruff to make even more line 
changes in the third period. Here is what they looked like by the end of 
the night: 

Tatar - Hischier - Zetterlund 

Sharangovich -Hughes-Bratt 

Wood - McLeod - Mercer 

Haula - Boqvist - Johnsson 

Scott Wedgewood 

Wedgewood, the Devils’ former goaltender for nearly three seasons, was 
New Jersey’s achilles heel on Tuesday. 

Wedgewood, 30, recorded 35 saves on 36 shots, 10 high danger 
chances and 26 scoring chances against. He halted 19 shots in the 
second period, then 10 in the third to win his sixth game of the season. 
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