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Category 5: Hurricanes face home back-to-back against Stars, Penguins 
Carolina gets a surplus of home games after a road-heavy 
schedule to start the season 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes will have their first set of back-
to-back home games this season when the Stars and 
Penguins visit PNC Arena on consecutive nights this 
weekend. 

1. Saturday’s game against Dallas is Carolina’s second 
straight at home after playing the previous six on the road. 
The Hurricanes’ upcoming home-heavy schedule — starting 
with Thursday’s 3-2 win over Seattle, they play seven of 
eight in Raleigh — is a welcome change of pace after the 
team spent 19 of the season’s first 28 games on the road. 

Both the Stars and Penguins are 9-5-2 on the road this 
season, while Carolina is 6-3-1 at home. Only Arizona has 
played fewer home games than the Hurricanes’ 10 — the 
Coyotes are 3-2-1 at Arizona State’s Mullett Arena. 

Dallas won both games against the Hurricanes last year. The 
Stars picked up a 4-1 win at home and also won 4-3 in the 
shootout in Raleigh despite being outshot 47-15 by Carolina. 
The Penguins went 1-1-1 vs. the Hurricanes, losing the only 
game between the teams at PNC Arena 3-2 on an overtime 
power play goal by Andrei Svechnikov. Carolina won the only 
meeting between the teams so far this season. 

2. The Stars have rebounded under first-year coach Peter 
DeBoer, who was part of a quasi-coach “trade” that saw him 
go from Vegas to Dallas, Bruce Cassidy move from Boston 
to Vegas and Jim Montgomery, most recently of the Stars, 
land with the Bruins. 

After a first-round exit against Calgary, Dallas is neck and 
neck with Winnipeg — and the Stars’ old coach, Rick 
Bowness — atop the Central Division at 18-8-5 and behind 
the Golden Knights in the Western Conference. 

While goalie Jake Oettinger is certainly a big reason for the 
Stars’ resurgence — he was otherworldly against the Flames 
in that seven-game playoff series and has been one of the 
league’s top goalies this season — Dallas has a Hart Trophy 
candidate in 23-year-old Jason Robertson. 

The 2017 second-round pick has 23 goals through 31 games 
— behind only Edmonton’s Connor McDavid (27) and 
Buffalo’s Tage Thompson (23) — with 17 at even-strength, 
which is tied with Colorado’s Mikko Rantanen for the most in 
the league. 

“He knows how to score,” said Carolina defenseman Jalen 
Chatfield, who skates in Michigan during the offseason with 

Robertson and his brother, Toronto forward Nick. “Any 
chance he gets, he buries. He capitalizes.” 

Chatfield was quick to point out that Robertson isn’t just a 
goal scorer, though. 

“If you really watch him, he plays a 200-foot game, which 
might be overlooked with how good his offense is,” Chatfield 
added. “But his forechecking is good, he works hard, back 
checks, he studies the game — I think it’s all-round. He’s 
crazy.” 

Chances are Robertson will get a steady diet of Jordan’s 
Staal’s line on Saturday. 

3. Speaking of Chatfield, he’s still looking for both his first 
career NHL goal and his first point of the season. 

Only two players have played more minutes this season 
without a point, and both are Philadelphia defensemen: 
Justin Braun has logged 485:23 without a point, and Rasmus 
Ristolainen is at 445:22. Chatfield is up to 376:59. 

Sixty-three games into his NHL career, Chatfield is also 
looking for goal No. 1. Last season with AHL Chicago, he 
had six goals and 18 points in 44 regular season games, 
plus two goals and eight points in 18 postseason games in 
helping the Wolves win the Calder Cup. 

“That’s the game, man,” he said Thursday. “Like last year, I 
got a lot of good bounces, some goals I probably shouldn’t 
get. And then this year I’m getting pretty good chances that 
didn’t go in. 

“But it’s fun, it’s all good. As long as you get the opportunity 
and we’re winning, like, whatever.” 

4. Sunday’s 5 p.m. game will be the second of four 
scheduled meetings between the Penguins and Hurricanes 
this season. 

Carolina picked up a 3-2 overtime win on Nov. 29 in 
Pittsburgh, prevailing when Brett Pesce finished off a 2-on-0 
rush with Svechnikov after Seth Jarvis’ hit on Bryan Rust 
drew the ire of a pair of Penguins. 

Pittsburgh coach Mike Sullivan called the Jarvis hit 
“dangerous” after the game. He wasn’t so measured on the 
bench immediately after the play. 

The NHL isn’t really a league of retribution anymore, but it 
will be interesting to see if there will be a target on Jarvis’ 
back in the two games next week between the teams 
(Carolina’s one road game in the next seven is in Pittsburgh 
on Thursday). 
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I’ve mentioned this before, but Jarvis takes a lot of hits — 
he’s tied for eighth in the league among forwards with 59 hits 
taken; Dallas’ Radek Faksa is first at 71 — but that never 
seems to deter him from getting to the dirty areas. 

So even if the Penguins decide to make Jarvis a focus, it’s 
doubtful it will change how he plays. 

5. Coach Rod Brind’Amour said Friday that Sebastian Aho 
(lower-body injury) wouldn’t play this weekend, but some of 
the walking wounded were on the ice for practice. 

Frederik Andersen participated, but Brind’Amour said “he’s 
not ready” and wouldn’t dress for either game this weekend. 

Ondrej Kase was skating with the rest of the team, wearing a 
yellow no-contact jersey, for the first time since playing in the 

season-opening win over Columbus. He has been sidelined 
since with the aftereffects of a concussion. 

“It’s good for him,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ll talk to him and 
see where he’s at. That’s one of those injuries that’s just kind 
of on the player to see (how) he feels.” 

The coach’s outlook was the same on Max Pacioretty, who 
was also in yellow but is progressing after suffering an 
Achilles injury in August. 

“Again, that’s a conversation with him,” Brind’Amour said. 
“But he’s not close to playing. So I’ll let you know. When that 
yellow jersey comes off, you can start asking questions 
about him. … I have no new updates until (Pacioretty and 
Kase) flip that jersey.” 

 
 
 
 

 

Preview: December 17 vs. Dallas 
Canes attempt to move point streak to 10 as they open a 
back-to-back set at home 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes will go for a fourth 
win in a row Saturday as they host the Dallas Stars at PNC 
Arena. 

When: Saturday, December 17 

Puck Drop: 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 17-6-6 (40 Points, T-2nd, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-2 Win over the Seattle Kraken on 
Thursday, December 15 

Stars Record: 18-8-5 (41 Points, 1st, Central Division) 

Stars Last Game: 2-1 Win over the Washington Capitals on 
Thursday, December 15 

NEWS & NOTES: 

Last Time Out: Playing in their first home game in 19 days, 
the Canes came out of the gate strong Thursday against 
Seattle. Establishing control early and working their way to a 
three-goal lead, Andrei Svechnikov, Derek Stepan and 
Stefan Noesen paved the way for the unit, scoring in the 

opening 22:08. For Svechnikov it was his team-leading 16th 
of the year, Stepan earned his first of the season following, 
and then Noesen etched the first penalty shot goal for the 
club since March of 2017. Pyotr Kochetkov turned away 15 
of 17 tests, as his rookie franchise record-setting shutout 
sequence of 151:26 came to a close. When the final horn 
sounded, Canes came away with a 3-2 victory.  

Big Steppin': With his goal against Seattle on Thursday, 
Derek Stepan is now one of just 35 players in the NHL to 
have scored against all 32 active NHL franchises. 

Defense Wins Championships: In addition to Kochetkov's 
impressive 8-1-4 start, the Canes have also been making life 
easier in front of him by allowing a league-low 25.9 shots per 
game. 

No Morning Skate: The Canes will not hold a morning skate 
prior to today's game. Rod Brind'Amour said Friday 
afternoon that the team had not yet decided who will start in 
net for the contest. 

Aho, Andersen Ruled Out: Friday afternoon Rod 
Brind'Amour also confirmed that neither Sebastian Aho nor 
Frederik Andersen will play this weekend. Both are dealing 
with lower-body injuries. More info on all of the team's 
injuries can be found below. 

Martinook, Svechnikov Expected To Be Available: Despite 
neither practicing on Friday, Jordan Martinook and Andrei 
Svechnikov are expected to be available for Carolina. Rod 
Brind'Amour said that Martinook was pulled by a concussion 
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spotter during Thursday's third period. Svechnikov's absence 
was listed as a maintenance day. 

Fast Return: On the healthier side of things, forward Jesper 
Fast returned in Thursday night's win after missing two 
games due to a lower-body injury. The trust winger returned 
on a line with Jordan Staal and Jordan Martinook, where he's 
spent most of this regular season. 

Stacking Points: The team's win on Thursday now gives 
them points in nine games in a row, dating back to Friday, 
November 25. The team's .690 points percentage ranks fifth 
in the NHL. 

Stastny's Big Role: With Aho out of the lineup, veteran Paul 
Stastny has stepped into his top line role. Centering Martin 
Necas and now Andrei Svechnikov, Stastny scored his first 
goal of the season last Saturday and then followed that with 
a season-high in minutes played in both of the next two 
contests. 

Road Warriors: Although they will only play one road game 
the rest of the year (12/22 @ PIT), the Canes win in Detroit 
on Tuesday gives them at least one point in their last 10 road 
games. They are 6-0-4 dating back to November 14, now the 
second-longest streak in franchise history. The current run 
only trails the streak of points in 12 consecutive road games 
from 2004. 

On The Other Side: Dallas comes to town for their fourth 
game in a five-game road trip, one that they've gone 2-1 on 
so far. Jake Oettinger faced a season-high 46 shots 
Thursday night in Washington and turned up season-high 45 
saves. His .920 SV% this season ranks seventh among all 
qualified NHL goalies. In addition to his outstanding play, 
goal-scoring has been the bread and butter for the Stars. 
They've produced 112 goals this season, second only to 
Buffalo's 118. Their power play and penalty kill both rank 
inside the top ten of the league, with their PK standing 
second at 84.7%. 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Sebastian Aho has missed the team's 
three most recent games due to a lower-body injury. 
Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour said last week that 
it's an injury that has been bothering him for a bit 
and that it's more important for him to get healthy 
than play through something he doesn't have to. 
Friday he was ruled out for both games this 
weekend. 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. He took part in Friday's 
practice at PNC Arena, but there is no current 
timetable for his return. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-
body injury on November 6. He has been practicing 
with the team as of late, but Rod Brind'Amour said 
on Friday that he is not close enough to dress this 
weekend. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty suffered a torn Achilles 
tendon in August. He has been skating for over a 
month now and took part in his first team practice 
Friday. Don Waddell said earlier this season that he 
hopes to have Pacioretty available at some point in 
either January or February. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

Parking: Coming to the game? Save money by purchasing 
your parking in advance. Click here to learn more. 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
black uniforms. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The team will return to game action tomorrow, hosting the 
Pittsburgh Penguins at 5 p.m.
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Carolina looks to keep win streak alive, hosts Dallas 
Dallas Stars (17-8-5, first in the Central Division) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (16-6-6, second in the Metropolitan Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes host the Dallas 
Stars as winners of three consecutive games. 

Carolina has a 16-6-6 record overall and a 6-3-1 record on 
its home ice. The Hurricanes have a 14-1-2 record when 
scoring three or more goals. 

Dallas is 9-5-2 on the road and 17-8-5 overall. The Stars are 
5-1-2 in games they convert at least one power play. 

The teams play Saturday for the sixth time this season. The 
Stars won the last meeting 4-3 in a shootout. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 11 goals and 16 
assists for the Hurricanes. Brent Burns has one goal and six 
assists over the past 10 games. 

Jason Robertson has 23 goals and 20 assists for the Stars. 
Roope Hintz has scored five goals and added six assists 
over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-1-2, averaging 2.8 goals, 
4.2 assists, 3.3 penalties and 6.9 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.2 goals per game. 

Stars: 6-3-1, averaging 2.9 goals, 4.3 assists, 3.3 penalties 
and 10.2 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals per 
game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), 
Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Sebastian Aho: day to day (lower body), Max 
Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Stars: Nick Caamano: out (back). 

 
TODAY’S LINKS  

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/12/category-5-hurricanes-face-home-back-to-back-against-stars-penguins/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-december-17-versus-dallas/c-338840048 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-dallas-stars-carolina-hurricanes-sebastian-aho-6919d158336b4466904e4a4c1707604a 
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Minor league report: Penguins, goaltender Dustin Tokarski beat Bears 

 

Seth Rorabaugh1-2 minutes 17/12/2022 

 

Goaltender Dustin Tokarski made 29 saves on 30 shots for the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in a 3-1 home win against the rival Hershey 
Bears at Mohegan Sun Arena in Wilkes-Barre on Friday. 

Forwards Jonathan Gruden, Sam Houde and Tyler Sikura all scored 
goals for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton (13-6-1-2), which has won three 
consecutive games. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a home contest against the Bears on 
Saturday, 6:05 p.m. 
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Forward Sean Josling scored two goals for the Wheeling Nailers in a 6-3 
home loss to the Indy Fuel at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W.Va. 

Defenseman Josh Maniscalco recorded three assists for Wheeling (11-
12-0-0) while defenseman Chris Ortiz contributed two assists. Goaltender 
Taylor Gauthier made 16 saves on 21 shots in the defeat. 

Highlights: 

The Nailers’ next game is a road contest against the Fort Wayne Komets 
on Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Tribune Review LOADED: 12.17.2022 
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3 takeaways: Penguins defenseman Kris Letang sets short-handed goal 
record 

 

TribuneReview2-2 minutes 16/12/2022 

 

Three takeaways from the Penguins’ 4-2 win in Florida on Thursday 
night: 

Short story 

Defenseman Kris Letang scored the Pittsburgh Penguins’ first goal, 
setting a team record in the process. 

Letang’s score at 4:17 of the second period, on a two-on-one with 
forward Bryan Rust, was short-handed and allowed him to set a new 
franchise record for short-handed goals by a defenseman with five. 

He previously shared the mark with Randy Carlyle and Larry Murphy 
(four each). 

The Penguins’ previous short-handed goal by a defenseman came from 
Jack Johnson in a 4-3 home win against the Boston Bruins on Jan. 19, 
2020. 

“Sometimes it’s like that,” Letang told reporters in Florida. “The power 
play is collapsing low. They’re trying to get at the net. You get fortunate 
bounces and it kind of opens up. Just a great play by Rusty.” 

Heinen returns 

Penguins forward Danton Heinen returned to the lineup after being 
scratched five of the previous five games, starting the game at left wing 
on the second line with Evgeni Malkin at center and Rust at right wing. 

Logging 14:13 of ice time on 20 shifts, Heinen recorded one shot on two 
attempts and had one minor penalty. 

Sick cats 

The Panthers were only able to dress 19 players as star forward Matthew 
Tkachuk was scratched. According to media in Sunrise, Tkachuk was 
sidelined due to an undisclosed illness that has felled other members of 
the roster. 

According to Cap Friendly, the Panthers only have $600,125 of salary 
cap space, a figure that does not allow them to make a recall from a 
minor league affiliate. 

Tribune Review LOADED: 12.17.2022 

1262801 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Paul Zeise: Penguins have found their stride, but it's way too early for 
'told you so' 

 

Paul Zeise5-6 minutes 16/12/2022 

 

The Penguins are on quite a tear in recent weeks, and it has been a 
combination of a lot of things. Matt Vensel laid out six key 
numbers/reasons why they are surging, and most of that looks 
sustainable. 

They have the look of a team that may be one of the best in the East 
and, by extension, the NHL, but it is December and I learned a long time 
ago not to get too excited about much of anything with regards to both 
the NHL and NBA until about mid-February because it is such a long 
season. 

That’s why I am not ready to concede “bringing back the whole gang” 
and not upgrading the goalie position was the right move. The Penguins 
aren’t and never will be a team that is judged by what happens in the 
regular season. If the goal was to be good again in the regular season, 
then I must have the organization mixed up with someone else. 

One of the major factors in all of it has been the play of Tristan Jarry, 
which isn’t a shock seeing as the goalie is such an important player on 
every team. I get that they are playing a little better in front of him, but 
Jarry has actually faced a lot of shots some nights and has stood tall. 

Jarry is the key to everything that is going to happen with the Penguins 
going forward, as he has shown he is capable of playing at a level among 
the best goalies in the NHL. The Penguins have a real chance to 
legitimately become contenders again in the Eastern Conference if Jarry 
can continue to play this way (his recent save percentage of .941 is 
really, really encouraging), but there is always this caveat: He has to 
prove it in the playoffs. 

And, unfortunately, we won’t know that until the playoffs begin. I don’t 
know if that is exactly fair to Jarry, but it is the truth — about the 
Penguins in general and him specifically. He and they will be judged by 
what they do in the playoffs, mostly because of the standard that has 
been set by the Penguins. 

There are many who would say a fan base is “spoiled” if they have grown 
accustomed to a team winning championships and being legitimate 
contenders annually, but that, to me, is silly. If you are an organization, 
wouldn’t you much rather have your fan base expecting great things than 
expecting the worst? 

And the thing is if Penguins fans are spoiled, it is the Penguins’ fault 
because they have set such a high bar and high standard of excellence. 
They make the playoffs every year; they spend to the cap every year; 
they make moves to try and “go for it” every year; and fans appreciate it, 
as well as expect it. 

That brings me back to Jarry, who has been excellent for about the last 
20 games, as he has to know he will ultimately be judged by what he 
does in the playoffs. He has had a rough ride in the postseason but 
mostly because he has had a hard time staying healthy late in the 
season. 

In that regard, the Penguins need to be smart with both him and the rest 
of their roster over the course of the season. They are one of the oldest 
teams in the NHL. Their most important players are 30-somethings, and 
their goalie has shown he seemingly gets banged up and worn down 
over the course of the long season. 

I know hockey players hate the idea of “load management,” but I would 
say Mike Sullivan should take a page from the book of a lot of NBA 
teams if he really wants to give his team the best chance to win. 

Obviously, securing a playoff spot is important, but winning home ice is 
not. Neither is winning the Presidents’ trophy. The most important thing 
for this Penguins team is to be healthy and have rested enough legs to 
make it deep into the Stanley Cup playoffs. Sullivan needs to be willing to 
rest players, give them nights off — even when they are healthy — and 
manage Jarry’s load in a way that he will be at full strength going into the 
postseason. 
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Jarry, especially, is the key because as we found out the last two 
seasons in particular, there isn’t a good alternative when it comes to 
winning playoff hockey games. And I fully believe Jarry is a good goalie 
who needs to prove he can be a good goalie in the playoffs, but in order 
to do that, he needs to be healthy. 

The Penguins’ recent run of success has been exciting. They have 
started to look like a team that may be able to make a deep run in the 
playoffs for the first time in six years. The Penguins have played 
extremely well, especially when it comes to stopping other teams from 
scoring, during this run, but it is a long season and this is a team that has 
been on fumes going into recent postseasons.  

This year could be different, but Sullivan may need to handle the regular 
season differently to give the team the best chance of not repeating 
recent playoff failures.    

Post Gazette LOADED: 12.17.2022 
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Kris Letang, Tristan Jarry authoring different — but impressive — 
bounce-back stories 

 

Jason Mackey7-8 minutes 16/12/2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Before Ryan Poehling smartly chipped the puck along 
the boards to diffuse a Panthers power-play chance, Kris Letang was off 
to the races. From behind his own blue line, the Penguins defenseman 
read the play perfectly and quickly shifted into top gear, as Bryan Rust 
gathered the puck and led the two-on-one rush. 

The sequence featured a terrific pass from Rust but an equally excellent 
finish from Letang, who went up high in the second period of Thursday’s 
4-2 victory at FLA Live Arena to beat Panthers goalie Sergei Bobrovsky 
for his second goal of the season and first in three games back since 
suffering another stroke. 

If there’s some sort of manual or assumed reality for returning from such 
a serious medical issue, Letang, like he has throughout his career, 
doesn’t really live in that space. He’s far more interested in doing what he 
did on his goal — outskating the crowd and defying expectations. 

“Especially the first game, me and [assistant coach] Todd [Reirden] were 
talking just to see how I feel,” Letang said. “Once we settle into games 
and practices, your conditioning goes up. I can go back to the minutes I 
play.” 

Here’s guessing that conversation was a short one because it assuredly 
did not involve any sort of tempered expectations or desire from Letang 
to slow it down or proceed with caution. 

Letang played a team-high 25:44 on Thursday and attempted four shots, 
putting three on goal. He added a hit and a blocked shot while playing in 
all three phases — penalty kill, power play and five-on-five. It’s about the 
same minutes Letang played in his previous two games, the 17th-year 
pro averaging 25:55 of ice time compared with 23:54 in his first 21 games 
of the season. 

In three games since suffering a second stroke, Letang has averaged 
25:11 while registering 13 hits and seven blocked shots to go along with 
his goal, an assist and plus-1 rating. 

Against the Panthers, it wasn’t just quantity, either. Letang was on the ice 
for a 65.7% shot share during five-on-five play, and the Penguins held an 
expected goals percentage of 85.8% with him on the ice, Pittsburgh also 
accounting for 13 of the 18 scoring chances that transpired. 

In other words, Letang has appeared no worse for wear since enduring 
what would to the normal public be considered a fairly major medical 

event, one that certainly frightened Penguins fans and Letang’s 
teammates all the same. 

“He’s picked up where he left off,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “I think he’s 
been pretty solid. He’s keeping the game simple. He just has the ability to 
log so many minutes night in and night out. It’s such an important aspect 
of his game, of our game. We rely on him in so many situations. Since 
he’s been back, the simplicity in his game has been really effective.” 

The same as it’s ever been for Letang, simplicity isn’t always his calling 
card. It’s his creativity and skating that set him apart. On some nights, 
those things aren’t as evident, and Letang is occasionally burned by his 
gambles. 

On others, such as what we saw Thursday, he’s downright spectacular, 
his athleticism and conditioning affording him some impressive jumps 
that pay off in moments like the shorthanded tally he recorded. 

The goal was the fifth shorthanded marker of Letang’s career, more than 
all active defensemen aside from Toronto’s Mark Giordano (13). It was 
also the latest bit of evidence that little can or will distract Letang from 
chasing down another Stanley Cup in Pittsburgh. 

“He’s moving the puck,” Sullivan continued. “He’s not trying to do too 
much. He’s getting involved in the offense. I thought he made a great 
play jumping into the rush there on the penalty kill when he scored. He 
just helps us in so many ways, but I think he’s been really solid.” 

Jarry shines 

Tristan Jarry sat at his locker stall on Nov. 12 at Montreal’s Bell Centre 
and fumed over five goals allowed in an overtime loss to the Canadiens 
that night. Through nine games, Jarry had lost five times while posting a 
.900 save percentage and 3.56 goals-against average — numbers 
atypical for him and potentially attributable to an injury he felt hindered 
his play. 

It’s been a drastically different story since that game. 

In his past 11 starts, Jarry has gotten his groove back by going 10-0-1 
with a .941 save percentage and 1.89 goals-against average. Against 
Florida, Jarry was at his athletic best, making 18 stops during a busy 
second period that let the Penguins eclipse an early deficit and grab the 
lead entering the final frame. 

Many of his stops were highlight-reel quality, as Jarry continued to do 
what he’s done so well during this recent surge by thwarting high-danger 
chances. 

After posting a .761 high-danger save percentage through Nov. 12, Jarry 
has seen that number improve to .864 during his current run, which ranks 
15th among the 41 NHL goalies with at least 220 minutes played during 
that time. 

Even when factoring in the Montreal loss, Jarry has helped the Penguins 
earn points in his past 12 starts, a streak eclipsed just four times 
throughout Penguins history and not since 2010-11. 

Since Nov. 17, Jarry has an NHL-best 10 wins. Only two have fared 
better when it comes to save percentage and goals-against average. 

“He’s a real good goalie,” Sullivan said. “We’ve always believed that. 
He’s capable of playing at a real high level. I think he’s playing at a high 
level right now. That’s what he’s capable of. He’s been consistent, as 
well. Looking at him since the start of training camp, his game has been 
building.” 

It has taken some work for Jarry to get to this point, but his exemplary 
play serves as the latest example of why he should be ticketed for a big-
money extension next offseason, if not before. 

After a slow start, Jarry has performed like a franchise goalie — and one 
of the best in the entire NHL. 

“We all know he’s really good,” Letang said. “He’s gonna win some 
games for us. Not surprised.” 
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Asked after the game if he’s playing the best hockey of his career, Jarry, 
a two-time All-Star, had little interest in contextualizing his current run. 
He’s simply trying to make as many saves as possible and give his team 
a chance to win. 

But as the Penguins stretched their winning streak to seven, Jarry’s play 
in the second period of a high-event game — during which his 10-bell 
stop on Panthers captain Aleksander Barkov turned out to be a catalyst 
— offered the latest chapter in his resurgence. 

“I’m just trying to make as many saves as possible,” said Jarry, who 
stopped 32 of 34 Florida shots. “I think that helps give the team a 
chance. No matter how we start or how the team comes out, I want to 
come out the same way: focused and prepared.” 
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Could Zucker's Bad Luck Be Heinen's Big Break? 

 

Dave Molinari4-4 minutes 16/12/2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Danton Heinen played 13 minutes, 48 seconds during 
the Pittsburgh Penguins’ 4-2 victory against Florida at FLA Live Arena 
Thursday night. 

He was assessed one minor penalty, credited with one shot on goal and 
had one giveaway attributed to him. 

It was, by most measures, a fairly pedestrian, forgettable performance. 

Nonetheless, Heinen — who has gone from healthy scratch to second-
line left winger because of the injury that has sidelined Jason Zucker on a 
week-to-week basis — received a favorable evaluation from Mike 
Sullivan after the game. 

“I thought Danton had a good game,” Sullivan said. “We think he’s got 
real good offensive instincts. He’s a guy who can score goals. He can 
make plays. He has the ability to play in our top-six. and he’s done it for a 
year and a half now. 

“We move him all around the lineup, but In times like these, when 
(Zucker) goes down and we’re looking for somebody to move up into the 
top-six, he’s a guy we look to who’s capable of doing that. I thought he 
played pretty solid.” 

Perhaps, but Heinen also failed to score a goal for the 20th consecutive 
game, not counting the five for which he was a healthy scratch. There’s 
more to this game that generating goals, of course, but doing so is a 
significant component of Heinen’s game. 

He got a career-high 18 last season, and scored three more in the first 
five games of 2022-23. But his touch deserted him at that point, and 
there’s been no indication of when it might return. 

Heinen was the default choice to enter the lineup when Zucker was 
injured Monday — he had been the 13th forward on a team that dresses 
12 — but hanging onto his temporary place alongside Evgeni Malkin and 
Bryan Rust while Zucker heals will be a lot easier if he chips in with a 
goal now and then. 

“That line has the potential to be solid for us,” Sullivan said. 

The immediate future of the unit was thrown into doubt during the third 
period of the Panthers game, when a Sidney Crosby slap shot struck 
Malkin just above the right knee, hobbling him. But if the line still is intact 
when the Pittsburgh Penguins visit Carolina Sunday at 5:08 p.m., Heinen 
will have another opportunity to validate Ron Hextall’s decision to bring 
him back, after allowing Heinen to explore free agency last summer. 

When a player is mired in a protracted slump, like the one Heinen is 
enduring, the challenge to get out of it probably is more psychological 
than physical. And while coaches and teammates can offer 
encouragement, it ultimately falls on the player to contend with whatever 
issues have developed in his game. 

“You can’t always control … whether it goes in the net,” Sullivan said. 
“What you can control is the process, and that’s what we talk to him 
about: Just making sure that he pays attention to the details, that he 
stays in the moment, takes what the game gives him. 

“Then, just value some of the little things that I think add up to winning. 
Things like being strong on the (boards) and making good decisions in 
the neutral zone, getting in on the forecheck. Making sure he stays on 
the right side of 50-50 pucks. When a guy like Danton focuses on those 
types of things, he’s going to get the (offensive) looks, because he’s 
playing the game the right way, and his instincts will take over.” 
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Penguins Notebook: Could Jarry Be Even Better? Letang's Labors 

 

Dave Molinari4-6 minutes 16/12/2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — It’s hard to not be impressed by the goaltending 
Tristan Jarry has given the Pittsburgh Penguins in recent weeks. 

Unless, it seems, you happen to be Tristan Jarry. 

Oh, he probably knows all the glittering stats, like how his 32-save 
performance during the Penguins’ 4-2 victory over Florida at FLA Live 
Arena Thursday night was his sixth win in a row, and how he is 10-0-2 in 
his past dozen decisions. 

He just doesn’t seem inclined to dwell on such numbers, let alone 
compare the roll he’s on now to others he’s had in the past. 

“I don’t really think about that,” he said. “Obviously, I’ve had some runs 
before, and I’ve had some bad runs. It goes either way. I’m just trying to 
keep this going as long as possible.” 

Jarry offered those observations in a clinical, almost detached, tone. The 
guys who play in front of him tend to be a bit more animated when 
discussing his contributions. 

“He’s been unbelievable for us,” Jake Guentzel said. “Each and every 
night, we feel confident with him back there. Both goalies, but especially 
him.” 

Jarry’s recent surge has upped his record for the season to 14-3-3, with a 
2.63 goals-against average and .921 save percentage. In the process, he 
has convinced a lot of people that he will perform at a rarefied level just 
about any time he is called upon. 

“We expect it. because he’s capable,” Mike Sullivan said. “He’s a real 
good goalie. I’ve always believed that. He’s capable of playing at a real 
high level.  I think he’s playing at that real high level right now. That’s 
what he’s capable of.” 

Letang stays busy 

Kris Letang was averaging 23:54 of ice time per game when he suffered 
a stroke late last month. 

That was the most on the team … but a pretty light workload compared 
to the one he’s handled in two of his three appearances since returning. 

Letang logged 25:54 during the Florida game Thursday — during which 
he assisted on one goal and scored a shorthanded one — three days 
after playing 27:35 during a 2-1 victory over Dallas. 
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“He just has the ability to log so many minutes, night-in and night-out,” 
Sullivan said. “That’s such an important aspect of his game, of our game. 
We rely on him in so many situations, But I think that since he’s been 
back, just the simplicity in his game has been really effective. He’s 
moving the puck. He’s not trying to do too much. He’s getting involved in 
the offense. … He just helps us in so many ways.” 

Enough to make you sick? 

The Penguins took two points from Florida Thursday night. 

Whether that’s all they’ll have to show for their visit to FLA Live Arena 
remains to be seen. 

While the Pittsburgh Penguins have been uncharacteristically healthy this 
season — they’ve lost only 40 man-games to injury and illness through 
the first 30 games — the Panthers have had a flu-like ailment sweep 
through their locker room in recent weeks. 

Nearly all of Florida’s most prominent players have dealt with it at some 
point — leading scorer Matthew Tkachuk, who sat out the Penguins 
game, is the latest to suffer from it — because it apparently is quite 
contagious. 

Now, consider that the Penguins spent 60 minutes in close proximity to 
Florida players, battling for loose pucks and space on the ice, competing 
along the boards, trying to control the puck off 50-50 faceoffs. 

If, in a few days, the Penguins have players affected by an ailment that 
prevents some of them from playing, it might not be difficult to figure out 
where they contracted it. 

Setting an example 

Pittsburgh Penguins alum Patric Hornqvist, who is recovering from a 
concussion, wasn’t the Panthers’ most prominent absentee Thursday 
night — that distinction would belong to Tkachuk — and he’s made 
infrequent appearances on the scoresheet in 2022-23. 

In fact, he hasn’t scored a goal since getting one in Florida’s regular-
season opener. 

Nonetheless, Panthers coach Paul Maurice said the way Hornqvist, who 
will turn 36 Jan. 1, embraces his role as a fourth-liner has a positive 
impact on younger teammates. 

“When a guy like that, who’s had the success he’s had, finds himself on 
the fourth line and loves the job, and relishes it … you get these kids 
come in and they’re pretty happy about playing on the top nine,” Maurice 
said. “He brings an importance to the fourth line, and respect to the fourth 
line, that’s really good for young players to learn.” 
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Dan's Daily: The Kessels Score Moments Apart, Smiling Penguins 

 

Dan Kingerski4-5 minutes 16/12/2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins won their seventh in a row, and Sidney Crosby 
seemed to chuckle at Evgeni Malkin scoring the game-winning goal by 
being a backboard for his slap-shot. A couple of teams are shopping the 
NHL trade market for centers. In a fantastic quirk, the Kessels scored 
almost simultaneously. It was fight night with the Flyers and Devils. The 
play-in round seems to have lost steam at the Board of Governors 
meeting, and the Jim Rutherford trade watch has begun. 

You have to love hockey players and guys who are close friends. There 
is no personal humor off limits to either. You could almost see Sidney 
Crosby’s mind lining up chirps for Evgeni Malkin on the beach on Friday. 

The Penguins are off and staying in Florida. I’m sure they’ll find some 
canasta games to crash. 

Also, remember the new platform and app I promised in April? Yeah, 10 
months after agreeing to do it because I thought it would take three 
weeks, half of our sites have been moved over to that platform. And 
we’re moving two per week for the next few weeks until it’s complete. 
The app is almost ready (but they’re smart enough not to show it to me 
yet). 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: Let’s start here. Dave Molinari is in Florida. 
From Sunrise, here is the Pittsburgh Penguins recap. 

Malkin stopped a Sidney Crosby slap shot with his leg and deflected the 
puck into the net. Malkin left the game in pain, but the prognosis was 
promising. Evgeni Malkin update. 

Go inside the room and see the reactions. Sidney Crosby had a little 
chuckle over blasting Malkin, and it seems the Penguins had a little 
humor at Malkin’s expense. The Penguins locker room. 

Florida Hockey Now: Yes, the Florida Panthers sure do miss Patric 
Hornqvist. 

Steelers Now: 

The truth isn’t pretty about the Steelers run defense. 

So, how bad was Mitch Trubisky against Baltimore? 

Diontae Johnson broke the rules. He picked a QB and wants Mason 
Rudolph. 

SportsNet: 32 Thoughts — Plenty from the BoG meeting, including the 
salary cap and the possibility of expanding the playoffs. On the NHL 
trade market, Colorado and Seattle are shopping for centers. 

There was also a discussion at the BoG meeting about how to reach 
cord-cutters. As a business owner, I can answer the question in a 
straightforward way that sports leagues haven’t been able. You go where 
the people are and stop trying to reverse that process. You don’t fish in a 
dry bed, hoping the fish come to you. You go to them, and the money will 
follow. Tada! 

TSN: What the Canadian teams are shopping for, and there is smoke 
billowing out of Vancouver. The NHL trade rumors are piling up, will there 
be anyone left? 

Philly Hockey Now: The gloves came off in the second period of the 
Flyers’ upset win over the New Jersey Devils. Nick Deslauriers threw 
down with Michael McLeod. The battling Philadelphia Flyers. 

New Jersey is in a funk. They have lost four in a row, including to the 
Flyers on Thursday. More from the Flyers’ side, coach John Tortorella 
wasn’t happy and benched center Kevin Hayes. 

Washington: For the sentimental types, the Capitals honored Alex 
Ovechkin for his 800th goal and included his son Sergei. Alex Ovechkin 
tribute. 

Vegas: Check this out — as Phil Kessel scored for the VGK, Amanda 
Kessel was also lighting the lamp. And there were only a few whistles in 
the third period of the Vegas win, which meant no TV timeouts. It was a 
ho-hum 4-1 win over the Chicago Blackhawks — Some crazy stuff in the 
Vegas Golden Knights notebook. 

San Jose: Is it too late to salvage the season? Starting to play winning 
hockey, the San Jose Sharks are. 
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Devils’ Damon Severson takes ‘full responsibility’ after mistake vs. 
Flyers, unsure of new role in lineup 
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By Ryan Novozinsky 4-5 minutes 12/16/2022 

 

New Jersey Devils home opener vs. Red Wings on Oct. 15, 2022 

The New Jersey Devils fell to the Philadelphia Flyers, 2-1, on Thursday 
after Damon Severson's late-game error. 

When Damon Severson returned home late Thursday night, he picked up 
his phone and watched the replay of his costly late-game giveaway on 
loop in the New Jersey Devils’ 2-1 loss to the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Severson’s error led to Travis Konecny’s game-winning goal and the 
Devils’ fourth straight loss, so he was still reeling from disappointing his 
teammates. Once Friday rolled around, Severson entered practice 
focused on remorse and accountability. 

“The game we lost last night, if you want to blame it all on me, 100%. I 
take full responsibility,” Severson told NJ Advance Media. “There’s no 
getting around that. I can’t be like, ‘oh it’s not my fault.’ Simply put, it was 
my fault. The goal against cost us, that was the goal it took.” 

Still, his mistake may have cost him a lineup spot. 

Severson skated with forward Andreas Johnsson on Friday, placing him 
in the extra defenseman slot. Defenseman Kevin Bahl took Severson’s 
usual spot alongside Brendan Smith in line rushes. Coach Lindy Ruff, 
who ripped Severson in his postgame press conference, said he’s still 
mulling his options ahead of New Jersey’s game against Florida on 
Saturday. 

“I haven’t made any decisions on lineup,” Ruff said. “Just the fact that he 
practiced there doesn’t mean he won’t be playing tomorrow. Usually we 
make that decisions in the morning. We all realize – and he realizes – 
that it was a tough play to make at that time in the game. It cost us a 
hockey game. 

“But at the same time, we had other opportunities to get back in the 
game.” 

Severson and Ruff had several one-on-one discussions at Friday’s 
practice, but according to Severson, Ruff focused solely on the play, not 
on his potential new role. 

“Nothing honestly,” Severson said, when asked if he knew anything 
about his new role. “I wish I could give you some sort of insight, I haven’t 
heard a thing. The last I can tell you is: I made a bad play last night, they 
scored on it, it sucks… (Ruff) just said ‘don’t make the play. Simple as 
that.’ I’ll just get it deep next time. That’s all it came down to.” 

“We had a good discussion about it for sure,” said Ruff. “Sometimes a 
coach may see it isn’t the way a player may see it. There was some stuff 
that happened on the bench earlier that dictated why that play wasn’t a 
good play.” 

In 30 games played, Severson has just six points (two goals and four 
assists), but ranks high among defenseman in advanced metrics. When 
he’s on the ice, the Devils have a 63.17% expected goals percentage 
(third-best among NHL defensemen) and an expected goals against rate 
of 20.8. The Smith-Severson pairing has the sixth-highest xGF% in the 
NHL (63.8%). 

Severson wants to improve his offensive confidence this year, but said 
he won’t “reinvent” his play style after Thursday’s mistake. 

“I’m not going to change the way I play because I made one bad pass,” 
Severson said. “I’m not going to reinvent my game. I like what kind of 
player I am so, simply put, I’ll correct the mistake and won’t do it again.” 
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Hart, Flyers send Devils to 4th straight loss, 2-1 

 

Tom Canavan3-4 minutes 12/15/2022 

 

NEWARK — Carter Hart matched his career high with 48 saves and 
Travis Konecny scored the tiebreaking goal on a breakaway with 8:14 to 
play as the Philadelphia Flyers extended the New Jersey Devils’ season-
high skid to four games with a 2-1 win Thursday night. 

Scott Laughton also scored as the Flyers snapped a four-game winless 
streak (0-2-2) and beat the Devils for the second time in three meetings. 

Jack Hughes scored for the Devils and Vitek Vanecek had 22 saves as 
New Jersey fell to 0-3-1 in its last four. 

Hart was the only reason they lost. He not only stopped all but one shot 
but at least a dozen were top-quality chances, including a chance in 
close by Jesper Bratt in the waning seconds. The Devils took the first 
eight shots in the third period and Hart stopped them all. 

The decisive goal came when a pass by Devils defenseman Damon 
Severson from the boards in the Flyers’ zone was deflected. Konecny, 
who had mixed it up with Hughes in the second period, intercepted the 
puck, skated alone into the Devils zone and beat Vanecek to the stick 
side for his 12th goal. 

Hughes opened the scoring with a spectacular power-play goal 4:20 after 
the opening faceoff. A clearing pass had deflected off Dougie Hamilton in 
the neutral zone. It went to Hughes, who split defensemen Ivan Provorov 
and Lukas Sedlak, skated in on Hart and beat him with a shot off the far 
goalpost for his 16th goal. 

Laughton tied the game early in the second period with shot from the 
right point that a screen prevented Vanecek from seeing. It was his fifth 
goal. 

For a couple of minutes in the second period, it looked like an old Devils-
Flyers rivalry game. 

Philadelphia forward Nicolas Deslauriers pummeled Devils forward 
Michael McLeod in a long fight about four minutes after the Flyers tied 
the game 1-all. 

A little more than two minutes later, Flyers forward Joel Farabee, who is 
not much of a fighter, mixed it up with Devils defenseman Brendan 
Smith. It didn’t last long and there was more dancing than punches. 

The Flyers put a non-roster status on defenseman Tony DeAngelo. He 
missed his fourth straight game for undisclosed personal reasons. 
Philadelphia recalled forward Olle Lycksell from Lehigh Valley (AHL) to 
replace him on the roster. 

Flyers: Return home and play the Rangers Saturday. 

Devils: Host Florida on Saturday in the finale of a three-game 
homestand. 
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Which surprise NHL playoff contenders are actually for real? 

 

Harman Dayal13-16 minutes 17/12/2022 

 

Which breakout NHL teams are legitimately imposing and who’s simply 
masquerading as a playoff contender? 
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The timing is excellent for that question as we approach the December 
19 holiday roster freeze. We’re deep enough into the 2022-23 campaign 
that the skeleton of the NHL standings is starting to form, yet with more 
than half the season remaining, there’s more than enough time for 
pretenders to fall off the map. 

Last year, for example, the Anaheim Ducks held the Pacific Division 
crown with a 17-9-5 record going into the Christmas break. They weren’t 
even close to the playoff mix by the end. The rival Kings, on the other 
hand, turned out to be legit. The Kings arrived on the playoff scene a 
year ahead of schedule which has accelerated their rebuild. 

Let’s dig into the NHL’s five most surprising playoff contenders (we’re 
only talking playoffs for now, the Cup contention debates can be saved 
for later) this season, presented in no particular order, and analyze 
whether they can realistically keep it up. 

All stats collected prior to Dec 16. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 18-9-1 

Why they’re excelling: Rick Bowness’ biggest impact on the Jets has 
arguably happened behind the scenes. 

Bowness inherited a roster with a ton of drama, distractions, and 
questionable team dynamics. Pierre-Luc Dubois reportedly informed the 
Jets that he plans to test free agency in 2024. Mark Scheifele openly 
questioned his long-term future in Winnipeg and the club’s direction, 
while Paul Stastny had blunt comments about the players’ lack of 
accountability and care for each other at the end of last season. Bowness 
has helped the group block out all those distractions, re-establish a 
healthy culture (which started with the difficult decision to strip Blake 
Wheeler of the captaincy to more evenly distribute the leadership 
responsibilities), and created complete buy-in. 

The Jets’ penalty kill has catapulted from 29th in the league last season 
all the way to No. 5 this year. That improvement is a reflection of the 
club’s improved team defense, not just a stretch of unsustainably hot 
goaltending. 

Winnipeg's Improved PK metrics 

Season 

Unblocked Shot Attempts Against Per 60 

Shots On Goal Against/60 

2022-23 

74.9 (9th) 

54.2 (9th) 

2021-22 

85 (30th) 

63.1 (29th) 

Winnipeg’s forwards and defenders are also much more connected in 
their even-strength responsibilities. Forwards are coming back harder 
defensively to support the defencemen and the defenders are more 
active jumping up in the rush as a second wave of attack to help the 
forwards — neither of which was happening last season. 

Connor Hellebuyck’s return to Vezina-caliber play has been a major 
catalyst. Josh Morrissey has contributed 33 points in 29 games from the 
back end, continuing a resurgence that started last season. Scheifele 
and Dubois have combined for 32 goals, giving the Jets a potent one-two 
punch down the middle. 

It’s very impressive that the Jets have authored this start considering 
Nikolaj Ehlers has missed all but three games. Cole Perfetti’s instant fit in 
the top six has been essential for that and so has Wheeler’s 

professionalism to ignore the outside noise and continue producing. 
Wheeler’s scored 26 points in 29 games on top of driving better two-way 
results. 

Adam Lowry’s been a crucial cog further down the lineup. He’s anchored 
the third line with 19 points in 29 games on top of driving play and 
helping the Jets outscore opponents 14-9 in his five-on-five ice time. 

Biggest question mark(s) and outlook: Winnipeg’s blue line is probably 
short of at least one more high-end difference-maker beyond Morrissey. 
It’s also fair to wonder how the club might fare if Hellebuyck’s elite form 
ever slipped. The Jets are improved but still not stellar at controlling 
even-strength play, owning very averaging underlying metrics. 

There aren’t any glaring red flags though, many things are going right 
and they’ve built a nice standings cushion. The Jets should make the 
playoffs, especially considering the weak state of the Western 
Conference. 

Making the playoffs confidence meter: 4/5 

Seattle Kraken 

Record: 16-10-3 

Why they’re excelling: The Kraken have scored a ton of goals. They’re 
one of the league’s deepest offensive attacks, with all four lines 
presenting a legitimate scoring threat. How many teams can boast 
having someone like Daniel Sprong, who has seven goals and 16 points 
in 22 games while averaging 10 and a half minutes per game, on the 
fourth line? 

Matty Beniers has been an offensive engine in the top six. Andre 
Burakovsky’s living up to his shiny new contract with 27 points in 29 
games. Jared McCann is the club’s sharpest shooter with 13 goals in 26 
games, providing stability on Beniers’ wing. It’s helped having Brandon 
Tanev and Jaden Schwartz healthy compared to last season too. The 
blue line’s also chipped in with 17 goals. 

Martin Jones held his own when Phillipp Grubauer was out with injury, 
which definitely wasn’t a given considering his shaky track record going 
into this season. 

Biggest question mark(s) and outlook: I’m not sold on Seattle as an 
offensive juggernaut. Seattle’s scored five-on-five goals for at the fourth-
highest rate of all NHL teams and I don’t think that will last. 

The Kraken are deep, yes, but they don’t have star power which is an 
essential ingredient to sustaining an elite offensive attack. Consider the 
other teams who are also top-five in the league for five-on-five scoring — 
New Jersey has Jack Hughes and Jesper Bratt, Florida boasts Matthew 
Tkachuk and Aleksander Barkov (the Panthers were also the most 
prolific offensive team in the NHL last year), the Sabres have Tage 
Thompson who’s third in the NHL in points and the Stars have arguably 
the best first line in all of hockey led by Jason Robertson. 

Seattle ranks 19th in generating shots and 21st in expected goals at five-
on-five which means they aren’t creating an elite volume of high-danger 
chances either. 

NHL's top 5v5 scoring teams 

Seattle’s the only team in the NHL shooting over 10 percent at five-on-
five. Given the middling underlying numbers and lack of elite scoring 
talent, I expect that conversion rate will fall back down to Earth. We’re 
already starting to see the scoring dry up as they’ve been held to two or 
fewer goals scored in five of their seven games so far in December. 

I like the roster enough to believe they’ll hang around the playoff race 
(and they’re entertaining as heck to watch so I’d love to see them get in), 
but I’m not convinced they can stave off a team like the Flames, who are 
within striking distance and currently below the playoff bar, for the entire 
season. 

Making the playoffs confidence meter: 2/5 
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Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 13-10-6 

Why they’re excelling: Dominik Kubalik, making just $2.5 million for this 
season and next, has been one of the NHL’s savviest offseason 
acquisitions. He’s second on the team with 25 points in 29 games and 
tied with Dylan Larkin for the goal-scoring lead. That boosted production 
has been needed because of Tyler Bertuzzi and Jakub Vrana’s top-six 
absences. Filip Hronek has been a surprise breakout player as well, 
contributing 24 points in 29 games from the back end on top of improved 
all-around play-driving numbers. 

David Perron’s a tidy pickup with nine goals and 21 points through 29 
games. 

Ville Husso has been a rock between the pipes. Detroit bet on him 
despite a limited track record and he’s rewarded them with a .918 save 
percentage, saving 10.3 goals above expected according to Evolving-
Hockey’s model. Derek Lalonde has the club defending with more 
structure which has been a welcome evolution from last season when the 
Wings looked like one of the NHL’s worst defensive teams. 

Oh, and they’ve managed this success without requiring superstar 
breakout campaigns from Moritz Seider or Lucas Raymond. If those two 
start seriously rolling, it’d raise the team’s ceiling. 

Biggest question mark(s) and outlook: Detroit, unfortunately, profiles like 
a team that should fade. They don’t have enough superstar, elite 
offensive pieces — Larkin’s been excellent this season but there isn’t a 
single player on pace to eclipse the point-per-game mark. That explains 
why the Red Wings are 24th in the league in goals for per game. 

Detroit’s controlled just 45.1 percent of five-on-five shot attempts which 
ranks 28th in the NHL, ahead of only the lowly Blue Jackets, Ducks, 
Coyotes and Blackhawks. They rank 29th in controlling five-on-five 
scoring chances according to Natural Stattrick. Teams that get outshot 
and outchanced by wide margins at even strength can stay afloat if they 
have elite special teams but their power play (25th) and penalty kill (18th) 
both rank below league average. 

The first two weeks of December presented a challenging schedule and 
the Red Wings have started to crumble. They’ve lost to all of the Golden 
Knights, Stars, Panthers, Hurricanes and Wild this month, with their only 
wins coming against the Lightning and Blue Jackets. 

Despite their decent record, their goal differential is already minus six. 

This has been an encouraging year of progress, but I wouldn’t bank on 
the Red Wings staying alive in the stacked Eastern Conference’s playoff 
mix. 

Making the playoffs confidence meter: 1.5/5 

New Jersey Devils 

Record: 21-7-2 

Why they’re excelling: It seems almost foolish to bring New Jersey into a 
conversation about playoff legitimacy because they’ve looked so 
convincing and dominant. The hockey world’s perception of the Devils 
has changed in the blink of an eye that we forget most people didn’t pick 
them to make the playoffs heading into this season. 

We knew Jack Hughes would be elite but Nico Hischier’s dominant play 
behind him has created a nightmare for opponents. New Jersey’s blue 
line is excellent with Dougie Hamilton rebounding in a huge way, John 
Marino proving to be an excellent fit and the industry waking up to the 
fact that Jonas Siegenthaler is a shutdown ace. 

New Jersey crushes teams on the shot clock, in the scoring chance 
battle and then finally on the score sheet. 

The Devils are also finally getting saves after suffering from some of the 
league’s worst goaltending last season. Vitek Vanecek has been solid 

and Akira Schmid (he’s a real player, I promise) has posted a .939 save 
percentage in seven appearances. 

Biggest question mark(s) and outlook: The Devils have quietly lost four 
straight. That’s not ideal entering a daunting six-game stretch where they 
play the Bruins twice, Hurricanes twice, Penguins and Panthers. Young, 
inexperienced teams can be prone to massive peaks and equally low 
valleys so it’s going to be crucial that the Devils don’t unravel during their 
first big test of adversity. 

Overall, I wouldn’t be worried. New Jersey handily outplayed its opponent 
during most of the recent losses, scoring just two goals combined on 
more than 80 shots the last two games, the club just couldn’t get any 
bounces or luck with finishing. Those fortunes should reverse. 

Making the playoffs confidence meter: 4.5/5 

New York Islanders 

Record: 17-13-1 

Why they’re excelling: The Islanders boast arguably the best goaltending 
tandem in the NHL. Ilya Sorokin is taking a legitimate run at the Vezina 
Trophy and Semyon Varlamov has been solid behind him, pitching a .916 
save percentage in 11 appearances. The spotlight has been shining 
bright on Sorokin but Varlamov’s impact can’t be overlooked. NHL 
starters can’t excel handling 65 starts like they once did so having a 
dependable No. 2 is vital. Lou Lamiorello made a gutsy decision to hang 
onto Varlamov instead of dealing him and reallocating that cap space to 
upgrading the forward group. Because of that, the Islanders have two 
starting-caliber goaltenders in a league where many teams can’t even 
find one. 

The Islanders’ blue line has been more active offensively under Lane 
Lambert. They’ve combined for 21 goals from the back end, which is one 
of the highest marks in the NHL. 

Mathew Barzal and Brock Nelson are both scoring at a point-per-game 
clip which gives the Islanders a critical offensive backbone down the 
middle. 

Biggest question mark(s) and outlook: Honestly, the biggest concern 
regarding the Islanders’ playoff hopes has nothing to do with the team 
itself. It has everything to do with them being stuck in the Metropolitan, 
which is by far the deepest division in hockey. The competition is fierce 
and the Isles are going to be right on the bubble. Even in the wild-card 
race, they’ll have to contend with the Panthers, who won the Presidents’ 
Trophy last season, and the Capitals, who’ve heated up and will be 
getting healthy bodies back, right on their heels. 

Scoring has long been the concern for the Islanders. They’re producing 
enough now but the roster could desperately use a top-line game-
breaking winger. Until then the Islanders will have to work extra hard to 
manufacture goals. 

Their underlying numbers are middling across the board, but they’re no 
stranger to making the playoffs despite that, plus it’s much less of a 
concern considering their elite goalie tandem. 

This is going to come right down to the wire — the Isles are an 
accomplished, veteran team which undoubtedly helps but I think they’ll 
need to add an impact forward to cross the line. 

Making the playoffs confidence meter: 2.5/5 
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NHL99: Ron Francis’ humility and determination were forged in Sault Ste. 
Marie 
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Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Growing up in a fourplex apartment on the west side of Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ont., Ron Francis shared a bedroom with his younger brother, Ricky. To 
use the space as efficiently as possible, the room was furnished with 
bunk beds, with Ron — older by two years — in the upper bunk and 
Ricky in the lower. Ricky had been diagnosed early in life with a 
developmental disability that doctors believe may have come from a lack 
of oxygen to the brain at birth. Doctors told his parents that Ricky 
probably wouldn’t live beyond childhood, but here we are in 2022, and 
remarkably, he is 57, alive and well and still living with their mother, 
Lorita, in Sault Ste. Marie. 

Ron, meanwhile, is currently the general manager of the Seattle Kraken, 
and No. 42 on The Athletic’s list of the greatest players of the NHL’s 
post-expansion era. In an NHL career that spanned 23 seasons, Francis 
is fifth all-time with 1,798 points scored in 1,731 NHL games, and second 
overall in career assists with 1,249. Only Wayne Gretzky has more 
assists. 

Francis won two Stanley Cup championships in Pittsburgh (1991 and 
1992). He is a three-time winner of the Lady Byng Trophy, and also won 
the Selke and the King Clancy awards. In 2007, he was inducted into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. 

But Francis will tell you he considers himself the second-best athlete in 
the family, after his brother Ricky, and that many of his early-life lessons 
about will and determination were learned in that shared bedroom in a 
hockey-obsessed Northern Ontario community. 

“As a kid, I can’t tell you how many times I woke up in the middle of the 
night and the bunk beds were shaking because Ricky would be having a 
seizure,” Ron said. “So, you’ve got to get up off the bunk bed and make 
sure he’s not swallowing his tongue. I’d call my mom and dad and they’d 
come in and talk him out of it. 

“Or he’d go for a bike ride and he’d come home without his bike, and so 
my parents would send me and the kids into the neighborhood to find it. 
Growing up, that’s what we were dealing with. My dad was working shift 
work in the steel plant. I was playing hockey, and my mom was getting 
food on the table and getting everybody where they needed to get to. 
That was just our normal. 

“Some of the things she and Dad did with Ricky when he was younger — 
they’d go down to SickKids (hospital) in Toronto. Once, they actually cut 
his skull open to do some testing. I remember my parents telling me the 
doctors said they should put Ricky in an institution, and that he would be 
dead by the time he was 8. My parents refused to do that. They kept 
looking for answers. 

“Eventually, my mom found a doctor in Saskatchewan who prescribed a 
mega-vitamin diet, and took him off all dairy products — no milk, no 
cheese, no chocolate — and slowly put him on these high dosages of 
vitamins. It sounded crazy, but it worked. He didn’t have a seizure from 
the age of 8 until he was 27. From where he was — having 25 to 30 
seizures a day — to where he is today, it’s a remarkable story.” 

And as Ron Francis forged his memorable NHL career, Ricky Francis 
competed in the Special Olympics and was a world champion in both the 
7.5- and 10-kilometer cross-country ski events. Once, in his playing days 
with the Penguins, Ron was given permission by the team to fly to 
Toronto to watch his brother compete. When Ricky won the 10K, Ron 
presented him with the gold medal. 

“He was involved in Special Olympics forever,” Ron said. “When he 
retired, I retired. He worked at a furniture delivery store for probably 20 
years. Since the store closed, he’s been working at Michael’s art supply 
store one day a week. He’s been in a men’s bowling league every 

Monday night for I can’t tell you how long. In the summertime, he plays in 
the men’s over-40 softball league. He and mom had season tickets to the 
Greyhounds games until COVID hit. With my mom being 87 now, it’s just 
tough in the winters getting to all the games. He’s well known in the city, 
probably better known than I am. 

“I’d go back home to The Sault and somebody would say, ‘I know you’ 
and I’d wait for them to say, ‘You’re the hockey player’ and instead they’d 
say, ‘You’re Ricky Francis’ brother.’ It’s an awesome compliment.” 

To understand the Francis family, you need to understand something 
about Sault Ste. Marie. It’s a city of about 75,000 people, located on the 
Canada-U.S. border, settled by Italian immigrants, mostly from Calabria. 
The primary industries are the manufacture of steel and hockey players. 
The Esposito brothers, Phil and Tony, grew up in The Sault. Gretzky 
played for one year with the Greyhounds. 

Paul Maurice, now the Florida Panthers coach, was born and raised in 
Sault Ste. Marie as well. Francis’ NHL career started in Hartford, after he 
was chosen fourth in the 1981 draft. After 10 years there and the next 
eight in Pittsburgh, he joined the Carolina Hurricanes. After retiring, 
Francis worked his way through the Carolina management ranks, starting 
as an assistant coach on Maurice’s staff. 

“What do I know about Ron Francis?” Maurice said. “Well, he’s the 
smartest hockey man I ever met in my life. And I recognized that the first 
time I met him. We went to the same high school, but he had already 
gone on to Hartford … so I never met him until we signed him in Carolina 
(in 1997). 

“Ronnie has always had this quiet strength about him. He’s not a loud 
man. But he’s got a great sense of humility to go with his greatness as a 
player — and that has something to do with his upbringing in Sault Ste. 
Marie.” 

Maurice described the neighborhood in which Francis grew up as blue 
collar — 75 percent Italian, all the laborers who’d come over and built the 
steel plant and settled next to the steel plant. 

“The Sault Ste. Marie of Ron Francis — a lot of it would run through the 
west end and the Mike Zuke rink. There was a very reserved and 
respectful group of families — salt-of -the-earth, fantastic people — and 
they have these two unique boys, both great athletes. One has a mental 
challenge, the other is brilliantly gifted at seeing the game. Both are 
world-class athletes in their own right and very, very humble people. 

“He’s got a tie to that town through his parents, through his brother and 
through his upbringing that never left.” 

Back when Ron was in Grade 5, the family moved out of their apartment 
and into a house, where his mother and brother still live. But those first 
10 years, practically living next door to the steel mill, left an impression 
on him that still lingers today. 

“We lived on Albert Street,” Francis said. “The plant gate was on West 
Street. One block up was James Street. James Street, at the time, had 
your grocery stores, a couple of shops, clothing store, barbershop, 
confectionary store and a couple of hotels. The men, a lot of times, when 
they’d get off shift work, would go to the hotel and have a couple of beers 
before heading home. As a kid, I can remember playing street hockey on 
Albert Street and numerous times had to stop the game because houses 
on the street were getting beer delivered. I didn’t realize what was 
happening until I was older — that there was bootlegging going on. 

“It was the greatest place to grow up. You never had to lock your doors. 
Everybody had a garden in their backyard. Our next-door neighbor had a 
Bocce court. The lady across the street made your suits. They would all 
get together to make pasta. It’s that type of city. A lot of different 
immigrant personalities — Italian, Polish, Ukraine – where everybody just 
took care of each other.” 

Francis’s NHL career began a third of the way through the 1981-82 
season. He contributed 68 points in 59 games in his rookie season, the 
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first of six consecutive seasons in which he produced more than a point a 
game. 

In nearly 10 years with the Whalers, Francis played alongside many 
future NHL GMs, coaches, analysts and thinkers — Dave Tippett, Joel 
Quenneville, Ulf Samuelsson, Sean Burke, Ray Ferraro, Kevin Dineen 
and others. 

But it was when Francis went to Pittsburgh to play for coach Bob 
Johnson and with Mario Lemieux that he had his greatest team 
successes. Francis was the perfect 1B center behind Lemieux, playing a 
complementary role when Lemieux was healthy and as the team’s No. 1 
center during Lemieux’s various health and injury issues. 

Quietly, Francis also played through an astonishing list of injuries — knee 
ligament tears, broken ankle, broken ribs, broken finger, broken nose, hip 
flexor, broken foot, groin issues, hamstring issues, vertigo, back spasms 
and of course a concussion, when walloped by New Jersey’s Scott 
Stevens during a playoff game in April 2001. 

“The most serious one was the first one in my rookie year. I almost lost 
my eye,” Francis said. “I got hit by a deflected slapshot. It hit my left eye 
so hard that it went into the top corner of the net. I got credited with the 
goal. It was against Calgary, on the first shift of the game. By the third 
period, I was in the hospital, both my eyes patched shut. I asked the 
doctor, ‘Will I see again?’ And he said, ‘I’ll tell you in a week.’ 

“So, you’re sitting there, for seven days, with both your eyes patched 
shut and all they do is put medication in there. When they took the 
patches off, after a week, the doctor’s exact words were, ‘God must have 
been on your side because they usually don’t turn out this well. But if you 
get hit again, you’ll lose your eye.’ So I put a shield on and that’s why I 
wore a shield my whole career — based on that injury in my first season. 
I had it checked out a couple of years ago, and the pressure’s a little 
different, so now I take a steroid drop every night in that eye.” 

Of the many highlights of a career that also included a short 12-game 
final cameo with the Toronto Maple Leafs, the back-to-back Stanley Cup 
championships understandably stand out more. 

“Everywhere you play is an integral part of your career and you learn 
from it,” Francis said. “Getting to start in Hartford in a dressing room with 
Dave Keon, and living with Greg Millen and his family my first year 
instead of living on my own. That group in Hartford, so many of them are 
still in the game. We used to go up to Chuck’s in the mall after games, 
with our wives and girlfriends, and talk hockey. That creates a bond that 
lasts forever.” 

Ron and his wife, Mary Lou, have three adult children — Katie, Michael 
and Connor — scattered across the United States. But when the trade to 
Pittsburgh occurred — he, Samuelsson and Grant Jennings were part of 
a blockbuster six-player deal for John Cullen, Zarley Zalapski and Jeff 
Parker — they were brand new parents and not sure how to react to the 
news that he was moving on. 

“My first child was a month old when it happened,” Francis said. “You 
think, ‘Oh my God, my life’s upside down.’ I saw my dad go to the steel 
plant for 41 years — that’s loyalty. Part of you thinks when you get 
traded, you’ve failed because I wasn’t good enough for them to want to 
keep me. Then I got there and saw the team we had, and three months 
later, we were hoisting the Stanley Cup. I played on the second line with 
Joey Mullen and Kevin Stevens. Jaromir Jagr was on our fourth line that 
year. So, pretty good job by Craig Patrick, Bob Johnson and Scotty 
Bowman. 

“And then to come back and do it again the second year was thrilling. 
You’re there and you’re established. You feel more a part of the team. 
We lost Mario in Game 1 of the second round against the Rangers. We 
lost Joey Mullen in Game 1 of that series, too, and yet we still found a 
way to get through and eventually win the Cup again. A lot of fun.” 

For Francis, his second year as Seattle’ GM is going far more smoothly 
than the first. The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted every NHL team at 
different times in 2021-22, but it particularly impacted a first-year 

expansion team. Players were coming from every corner of the NHL 
world, but couldn’t develop the sort of “Golden Misfits” chemistry that 
helped the Vegas Golden Knights succeed in their inaugural year. 
Instead, every team-building event that the Kraken had scheduled ended 
up cancelled. At Christmas, their injuries on defense were so acute that 
Francis says, if the NHL hadn’t briefly paused the schedule, it wasn’t 
clear if they would have had enough healthy defensemen to play some 
games. This year, they have more depth, in part because they also have 
their own AHL affiliate. A year ago, they had to share. 

“Things seem a little more normal this year,” Francis said. “We have 18 
guys we have drafted in the fold, and we’re making sure we develop 
those guys, so that as we build the franchise, we’re there, year after year, 
and not just one-and-done.” 

In addition to his GM duties, Francis is also active as a member of the 
Hockey Hall of Fame selection committee. The Hall of Fame is chaired 
by Lanny McDonald, a past president of Special Olympics. Through 
Special Olympics, McDonald came to know Ricky Francis and watched 
him compete. According to McDonald, it’s something everyone should do 
at some point to help bring perspective to their own lives. 

“There is so much joy there,” McDonald said. “So many people walk 
around with hangdog expressions and then you go these events, and the 
participants are so enthusiastic and unfiltered and just take such 
pleasure in what they’re doing.” 

The determination that helped Ron Francis to a Hall of Fame hockey 
career was also part of Ricky’s athletic DNA. 

“In cross-country skiing, he won four gold medals, the first one classic 
style,” explained Ron. “But he wasn’t happy because a lot of the 
European skiers were skate skiing. So he retrained himself to skate ski, 
and went back and won more medals. He’s just a big, strong, physical 
guy who loves to compete. He bowls like Freddie Flintstone. There’s not 
much curve in that ball. It’s just going hard down the middle. I remember, 
he was bowling in the provincials one year and he was struggling. I said, 
‘Ricky, I’ll give 10 bucks for every strike’ and I think he bowled a 230. It 
cost me a fortune. And he left the 10th frame open that night, too. 

“My mom was asking him the other day if he was going to retire, and he 
asked her, why would he? And she said, ‘Because your dad retired at the 
same age you’ll be next year.’ And he answered, ‘Well, if I have to, I’ll 
walk to work.’ He still wants to do it. 

“It’s a great story, from where he started out to where he is now and what 
he accomplished.” 
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Team USA finalizes world junior roster: Breaking down who got picked 
and why 

 

The Athletic Staff, Scott Wheeler2-3 minutes 16/12/2022 

 

Team USA finalized its world junior roster. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

The forwards are: Jackson Blake, Gavin Brindley, Tyler Boucher, Kenny 
Connors,  Logan Cooley,  Dylan Duke, Cutter Gauthier, Noah Laba , 
Sam Lipkin, Chaz Lucius,  Rutger McGroarty, Red Savage, Jimmy 
Snuggerud and Charlie Stramel. 

The defensemen are: Sean Behrens, Seamus Casey, Ryan Chesley, 
Luke Hughes, Lane Hutson, Luke Mittelstadt, Jack Peart and Ryan Ufko 

The goaltenders are: Trey Augustine, Kaidan Mbereko, Andrew Oke. 
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The tournament will run Dec. 26 through Jan. 5 in Halifax, N.S. and 
Moncton, N.B. 

The team’s head coach is Rand Pecknold, also the head coach of 
Quinnipiac. Former NHLer John Vanbiesbrouck is the general manager.  

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

A small, offensive defense for Team USA 

No big surprises in today’s final rounds of cuts. I am pleasantly shocked 
at how many of their under-6-feet defencemen they brought. Hockey 
Canada elected to bring a big group on the back end and the cut of the 6-
foot-3, 200-plus pound Shai Buium on Team USA’s blue line signals a 
different makeup. All of Lane Hutson, Sean Behrens, Seamus Casey, 
Ryan Ufko and Jack Peart are on the smaller side to varying degrees. 

I think that’s the right call for this group given the small number of truly 
high-end talents they have up front. The American forwards have good 
depth, but they’re going to demand a lot from Logan Cooley, Cutter 
Gauthier and Jimmy Snuggerud especially if Chaz Lucius isn’t operating 
at 100 percent. Having a blue line that can chip in offensively will be key. 
— Wheeler 

Required reading 

Team Canada, Team USA world juniors camp invite breakdowns — who 
got picked and why? 
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The NHL’s 2022-23 trade market and trying to figure out the buyers and 
sellers 

 

Eric Duhatschek15-19 minutes 16/12/2022 

 

We Published our first trade board of the season this week and it’s 
always a fun exercise — trying to separate the league into buyers and 
sellers, knowing it’s an impossible task with roughly two-thirds of the 
season remaining to be played. Complicating matters on the trade front 
this year is the relatively competitive playoff races we’re seeing so far. 
Last year, it was all over by now in the Eastern Conference and the 
Western Conference wasn’t far behind.  

But improvements in New Jersey and Seattle plus rebound seasons from 
the Islanders, Jets and others suggest playoff races could go down to the 
wire — or at least well past the March 3 trade deadline. This is a good 
thing overall for the league, but potentially bad for the trade market. 
Why? Because there won’t be nearly as clear a dividing line at the 
deadline between the teams that are going for it and the teams thinking 
big-picture, long-term thoughts.  

Things are currently still in the cat-and-mouse stage of negotiations right 
now — and it’s not really clear how the trade market will eventually 
evolve. Some years, the market rewards the sellers. Other years, the 
buyers.  

But the reality is, there hasn’t been a true buyers’ market in quite a few 
years — where the teams actively seeking to add reinforcements at the 
trade deadline could do so and pay reasonable prices for their 
acquisitions.  

In fact, you might need to go all the way back to 2014 to find the best 
recent examples. There was, for example, the very favorable deal the 
Kings made with the Blue Jackets to add Marian Gaborik at the deadline. 
Gaborik cost the Kings Matt Frattin and Columbus even retained some 
salary on Gaborik, who went on to lead the playoffs in goal scoring, with 
14 in 26 games and was a key piece in the second of the two Stanley 
Cups the Kings won in a three-year span.  

So, a rare big win for the acquiring team. 

There's already been plenty of trade speculation surrounding Bo Horvat, 
so it should come as no surprise the Canucks captain tops our NHL trade 
board. 

That year also, Thomas Vanek to Montreal from the Islanders for a 
second-rounder was also considered a steal. Vanek had 15 points in 18 
regular-season games for the Canadiens and a further 10 in 17 playoff 
games. 

One of the more interesting hockey deals of the year went down then too 
— the goalie swap between Florida and Vancouver which saw Jacob 
Markstrom head to the Canucks for Roberto Luongo.  

Sadly, there haven’t been too many bargains like that in recent years. 
Instead, the buyers end up paying the hefty asking prices and it’s the 
GMs with product to sell that are making out like bandits. Will it change? 
Probably not for the big names populating the trade boards. There’ll be a 
big demand for the premium rentals such as Bo Horvat and for value-
priced targets in a purer hockey deal (someone such as the Coyotes’ 
Jakob Chychrun).  

Now, I do get a sense there’ll be a tiny bit of caution when it comes to 
trading first-rounders because not all first rounders are equal and 2023 is 
considered a far deeper draft than 2022. Next year will coincide with the 
20th anniversary of one of the deepest drafts ever.  

It wasn’t just the stars at the top either, such as Marc-Andre Fleury and 
Eric Staal, who went 1-2 in that draft (Vanek went No. 5). Future Hall of 
Famers, or borderline Hall of Famers, such as Ryan Getzlaf (No. 19), 
Brent Burns (No. 20) or Corey Perry (No. 28), went in the second half of 
the first round. Two sure-fire Hall of Famers, Patrice Bergeron (No. 45) 
and Shea Weber (No. 49) went in the second round, while there were 
many other players with long and distinguished careers in that draft 
(Ryan Suter, Jeff Carter, Brent Seabrook, Dustin Brown, Zach Parise, 
and more). Teams, even the ones with the most short-term goals in mind, 
are not going to want to miss out on the chance to potentially land a 
player that might still be playing close to 20 years after they were drafted. 

One other factor that’s at play this year and can’t be dismissed is just 
how streaky the league has been. There’ve been long winning streaks 
and some long losing streaks as well. If that pattern continues, then a 
team that might be holding down a playoff spot today could fall out of a 
playoff position in about two weeks. Similarly, a team that’s a few points 
out can go on a run and gobble up ground quickly.  

That’s especially true in the Metropolitan Division of late, where coming 
out of  Thursday night’s games, Pittsburgh has now won seven in a row, 
the Rangers five in a row, and Washington had its win streak snapped at 
five by Dallas. Over in the Atlantic, Ottawa was making a small move, 
with three wins in a row. Eleven of the 16 teams in the East have a 
record above .500, two are at .500, and Ottawa is just a game under 
.500. None of them are going to abandon ship, not when an unexpected 
win streak can put you squarely back in the mix.  

Trade watch 

• There is always a temptation to focus on the big names atop a trade 
board because you can easily imagine the impact a Horvat or a Ryan 
O’Reilly might have on, say, a team such as Colorado, which will be 
looking to add a second-line center to enhance its chances of defending 
last year’s Stanley Cup title, even after J.T. Compher has had a nice little 
surge, in the absence of the injured Nathan MacKinnon. O’Reilly 
returning to the team that drafted him originally is just too juicy a storyline 
to completely ignore though lots would have to happen for that to go from 
idle speculation to genuine negotiations. Just because of salary-cap 
considerations, and even with teams willing to retain money in deals, it’s 
hard to see any of the pending big-name rentals moving early. Would 
love to be proven wrong on that.  

• But there are some subtle strategic adds worth monitoring. So, for 
example, Columbus now has Gustav Nyquist playing five-on-five minutes 
with Johnny Gaudreau and Boone Jenner. It’s fascinating because 
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Nyquist has some similarities to another player, Jiri Hudler, that a long 
time ago, thrived on a line with Gaudreau in Calgary. Hudler was a left 
shot, playing the right side, same as Nyquist. Hudler was a crafty 
smallish vet (5-foot-9, 182 pounds), similar to Nyquist (5-foot-11, 183 
pounds). Nyquist missed the entire 2020-21 season recovering from 
major shoulder surgery, but he played all 82 games last year and scored 
53 points, and he’s played all 29 games this year (counting Thursday). 
So the injury issue should be settled. He has modest scoring totals — 13 
points, all at even strength. He’s on a hefty deal at $5.5 million that 
expires after this year. But his situation is one to monitor. 

• No GM was more aggressive at last year’s trade deadline than 
Anaheim’s Pat Verbeek and with the Ducks in contention for that coveted 
32nd spot in the standings, there’s no reason to think he won’t be again. 
His biggest name will be John Klingberg of course, but don’t rule out 
Derek Grant or Kevin Shattenkirk either. Grant went from Anaheim to 
Philly as a rental at the 2020 deadline and then signed back with the 
Ducks, where he’s carved out a niche as a feisty fourth-line penalty-killing 
center. Grant missed some time in the early part of the season because 
of an injury, but is the sort of bottom-three forward that teams frequently 
add at the deadline. Shattenkirk would be an easy player to fit into any 
dressing room — an open-easy going personality. He has 85 NHL playoff 
games on his resume, and was part of two long playoff runs, including 
Tampa Bay’s 2019-20 championship season, where he played 25 
games. At 33, his defensive inconsistencies will distract from his puck-
moving ability, but if defensemen are in short supply at the deadline, 
someone might take a run at him. His $3.9 million contract expires after 
this year.  

• What about Chicago? Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews will get all the 
headlines because of their Stanley Cup championship pedigrees, but you 
wonder what value Jack Johnson might have after being part of 
Colorado’s successful run a year ago, which got his career back on the 
rails. At this point, the No. 3 pick in the Sidney Crosby draft (2005) is a 
sixth defenseman at best, but he can play with an edge and be the same 
sort of insurance policy he was in Colorado last year for some team, 
where he got into 13 playoff games. At $950,000 on an expiring contract, 
he won’t break the bank either. 

• Arizona doesn’t have nearly the same long list of rentals as usual, and 
the focus will be on the two big names on the blue line, Chychrun and 
Shayne Gostisbehere. A sneaky add, though, might be Nick Bjugstad. 
Health issues have plagued Bjugstad for years now but this season, 
through the first third of the year, he’s played in every game, and is 
averaging above 16 minutes. He’s versatile — can play center and the 
wing — and has good size (6-foot-6, 218 pounds) and at $900,000 on an 
expiring contract, would be an easy financial fit for most teams. You 
know who likes 6-foot-6 players right? Darryl Sutter, in Calgary.  

Kings in a quandary 

It’s interesting how perception can change. A year ago, the Kings were 
16-12-5 after 33 games and were one of the NHL’s feel-good stories. 
They were a team that wasn’t expected to make the playoffs, had been 
devastated by injuries to one key player after another, but kept their 
collective heads above water and ultimately made the playoffs, against 
long odds. They were driven mostly by an unheralded second line, 
featuring Philip Danault between Viktor Arvidsson and Trevor Moore 
(who was rewarded with a five-year contract extension this week), plus 
quietly effective goaltending from the veteran Jonathan Quick. A year 
later, the Kings have exactly the same record after 33 games, but now, 
they’re considered a disappointment, a team that can’t get a consistent 
performance from night to night. The feeling was that adding Kevin Fiala 
as a free agent without subtracting someone from the roster would 
deepen the overall attack — and that Drew Doughty, healthy again after 
playing only 39 games a year ago, would help anchor the defense.  

But Doughty isn’t playing at the level he once was and while Fiala has 
been a nice overall fit and is settling in finally on the top line alongside 
Anze Kopitar, they have become a far leakier team at the other end of 
the ice. 

Occasionally, signs of last year’s identity emerge when the Kings are 
effective defensively and get timely scoring. Too often, however, you get 
nights like Tuesday’s 6-0 defeat at the hands of the Buffalo Sabres, when 
everything that could go wrong did.  

Pheonix Copley got the start in that loss to the Sabres. Interestingly, the 
Kings came right back with him on Thursday versus Boston and what a 
good call that turned out to be. Copley was the difference as the Kings 
overcame an early 2-0 deficit to defeat the Bruins, in overtime, in Boston 
— arguably L.A.’s biggest win of the season.  

Copley is up from AHL Ontario because Cal Petersen, who was 
projected to take over the No. 1 job this season from Quick, cleared 
waivers and is in the minors trying to find his form. Quick is as 
competitive as ever, but age is catching up with him. His contract will 
expire after this year and organizationally, that’s the question the Kings 
need to ask right now. What comes next after the 36-year-old Quick?  

And if it isn’t Petersen, then where can you find a stop-gap goaltending 
solution because they really do not have any blue-chippers coming 
through the prospect ranks? Goaltending as we’ve seen, time and again 
this year, is this mysterious position, where success and progress one 
year does not necessarily translate into success and progress the next.  

How to evaluate goaltenders when scoring is up 

Part of the problem may simply be that goaltenders of today are being 
evaluated by the standards of yesteryear — and don’t take into 
consideration the overall surge in offence that’s been taking place year 
after year. Where once a save percentage of about .915 was the NHL 
medium, now it’s down to about .905.  

In the past fortnight, a trio of netminders, including two of last year’s 
Vezina Trophy finalists — Jacob Markstrom of Calgary and Igor 
Shesterkin — were beating themselves up in the press, and Edmonton’s 
Jack Campbell was doing it as well, though that’s been his pattern, even 
when things seem to be going reasonably well.  

But in this year, where offence is soaring, it seems as if goalies are still 
being held to the standards of the dead-puck era. Do we have to re-
evaluate what is an acceptable goaltending standard, in the newer, high-
scoring NHL? 

I asked that of Martin Biron, the former NHL goaltender, and now the 
commentator on Buffalo Sabres’ broadcasts. He agreed with my 
essential starting point: That some of this criticism that goaltenders are 
directing at themselves might be a little extreme, given how the style of 
play is trending.  

“I do think there’s a ton of pressure, and I am in 100 percent agreement 
with you,” said Biron. “When Jacob Markstrom came out after that game 
against Montreal and said, ‘I’m terrible,’ I’m like, ‘I didn’t think you played 
bad in this game’ and I didn’t think the first goal was his fault. He came 
out and got the puck. Where’s everybody else? How are you going to get 
help on that play?’ 

“I watched his games after. (Dan) Vladar was playing, Markstrom was on 
the bench, and I almost thought, ‘he’s putting too much pressure on 
himself.’ My big thing is, I don’t necessarily look at save percentage or 
goals-against average a ton. I thought the Seattle goaltenders and Martin 
Jones early in the season played really well, even though Martin Jones’s 
save percentage was .885.  

“I like to do a deeper dive into other metrics — goals saved about 
percentage, saves on high danger chances — but I also like to evaluate 
goaltenders based on what I see. I will say this, there’s been some really 
solid goalie performances this year – Connor Hellebuyck, Linus Ullmark, 
Ilya Sorokin. Their numbers are incredible. There’s also been some bad 
ones when you look at the numbers – guys who are making a lot of 
money, not playing up to par. 

“Goalies evaluate themselves by the quality of the chances they give up. 
That’s what beats you down. If you win a game 5-4 and only make 21 
saves and you make some solid saves, it’s fine. The numbers are going 
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to be what the numbers are. But did you give up a bad goal that ended 
up in a 3-2 loss? That’s a big difference.  

“I think that’s where the self-criticism is coming from. It’s the bad goals 
they give up that make the good goalies get down on themselves.” 

Ten years ago, the NHL was talking up bigger nets as an option to 
increase scoring and then something happened that you never dreamed 
possible. Coaches are becoming more innovative on the offensive side of 
the game, creating chances, stretching the zone with plays going side to 
side. Also there’s higher skill on the player side— all at a time when the 
goalie equipment isn’t as bloated and overstuffed as it was two decades 
ago. According to Biron, it’s a good thing the equipment hasn’t shrunk 
more. 

“No, they don’t have the 14-inch-wide pads that Patrick Roy or Mike 
Richter had,” said Biron. “The Sabres have a guy, Tage Thompson, who 
shoots the puck 100 miles per hour. If he didn’t have a bulky arm and 
chest protector, you’d have a broken shoulder or (sternum) every time 
you made a save. And you don’t want that to happen.  

“But everything is cyclical. I feel like in the 1980s and early 1990s, a shot 
from the wing that beat a goalie clean was considered a good goal. 
Remember the Guy Lafleur goal on Gilles Gilbert — the Don Cherry too 
many men on the ice goal that was showed on TV all the time — that 
was considered a great goal back then. Then we went the complete 
opposite, where we started to think: Goaltenders should not get beat — 
ever. I think we now have to go back the other way because the skill level 
is so high, so sometimes a goal is scored just (because) it’s a really 
smart play or a really good shot.  

“Igor Shesterkin says he’s ashamed of his game. He’s the Vezina winner 
and a Hart finalist last year — and he’s ashamed of his game? Let’s 
pump the brakes here, people, and be a little more forgiving of goalies.” 
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NHL Power Rankings: A surge into the top 10 and a haiku for every team 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille5-6 minutes 16/12/2022 

 

Yearly tradition 

Sean and Dom write team haikus 

Enjoy our poems. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 

Record: 23-4-2 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Best team in hockey 

Basically flawless, right? 

Last Dance for Stanley 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 3 

Record: 19-6-6 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

The streaks are over 

For Marner and his teammates 

And they made their points 

3. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 21-7-2 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Hughes learned to finish 

It’s over for everyone 

44-goal pace 

4. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 22-9-1 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 5 

While Eichel is out 

Stone is carrying the team 

 

Guess his back feels fine 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 18-8-4 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

That’s seven straight wins 

Same script every December 

Same April? Hope not 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 19-9-1 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 7 

For two days last month 

We worried about Tampa 

What a waste of time 

7. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 17-6-6 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 6 

One-goal game merchants 

No Aho, need depth scoring 
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Stepan, Noesen help 

8. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 18-8-5 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 8 

Jason Robertson? 

Dude hasn’t scored in six games 

Dallas still won five 

9. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 19-9-1 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

Not just Hellebuyck 

Team is cooking with Bowness 

Always read Murat 

10. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 16-10-5 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Knocking off the Leafs? 

One more measuring stick win 

Look out: Igor’s back 

11. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 15-11-2 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

Byram, Manson out 

MacKinnon, Landeskog too 

Watch out when healthy 

12. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 18 

Record: 16-11-2 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 12 

Wins in nine of 12 

Ryan Hartman is back soon 

Everything seems fine 

13. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 17-13-1 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 15 

Best player alive 

Is scoring two points per game 

Team should be better 

14. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 17-12-1 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 13 

We’d bury this team 

 

If Sorokin played elsewhere 

Guess what: He doesn’t 

15. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 10 

Record: 16-10-3 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

Five of six losers 

Unsustainable shooting 

Will come down to earth 

16. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 14 

Record: 13-11-6 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

A wise man once said 

“Relying on loser points 

Is no way to live” 

17. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 15-13-4 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 17 

The Great Eight… Hundred 

94 more to catch Wayne 

He’s gonna do it 

18. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 14-13-4 

Dom rank: 17 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 17, 2022 

 

Sean rank: 20 

Shutout by ‘Lumbus? 

Fifth in the wild card standings? 

Time to panic, fellas 

19. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 16-12-5 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 17 

Just as advertised 

Much needed offensive star 

Kevin Fiala 

20. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 13-10-6 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 19 

Seider and Raymond 

A step back from rookie year 

Twin sophomore slumps 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 14-14-2 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 21 

So is Tage Thompson 

Josh Allen in hockey form? 

Buffalo hopes so 

22. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 12-12-4 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 22 

Six Preds with 10 points 

They have more goals than one team 

 

And it’s the Blackhawks 

23. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 26 

Record: 12-14-2 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 23 

Hopeful new owner 

“Frothy, rabies-infused fan” 

Has he seen them play? 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 24 

Record: 13-13-3 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 24 

Look at their schedule 

They’re going to get closure 

By December’s end 

25. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 14-14-2 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

“Piss and vinegar” 

“Hot and horny” — Hockey quote? 

Or one dumb, drunk night 

26. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 14-15-1 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Two straight wins is nice 

And we know this team loves streaks 

Still, don’t get sucked in 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 27 

Record:10-16-5 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

San Jose is good 

With Karlsson, Hertl, Meier 

Anyone else? Awful 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 28 

Record: 10-14-7 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Two wins in five weeks 

Carter Hart and Torts’ structure 

Can’t fix Fletcher’s mess 

29. Arizona Coyotes 
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Last Week: 30 

Record: 9-14-4 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Karel Vejmelka 

Is screwing up the tank job 

Trade him to the Kings 

30. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 29 

Record: 10-17-2 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

Florida winter 

Sunshine, warm temperatures 

Back-to-back losses 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 31 

Record: 7-17-4 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Top pair Jack Johnson 

Tank hard for Connor Bedard 

Loss, Loss, Loss, Loss, Loss 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 8-20-3 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

This can’t be correct 

A Ducks regulation win? 

What’s next? The rapture? 
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ESPN / NHL trade tiers - way-too-early edition for 2022-23 

 

Greg Wyshynski 20–26 minutes 12:05 PM 

 

The NHL trade market has been gummed up by a lack of salary-cap 
room this season. It also doesn't help that so many teams are within a 
reasonable distance of playoff seeds, unable to determine their position 
in the market. 

When the NHL trade deadline arrives on March 3, the contenders and 
the pretenders will become more apparent. So will the pool of available 

players, ranging from pending free agents to those under contract but no 
longer in the long-range plans. 

Here are the early NHL trade deadline tiers of theoretically available 
players. Some of them are stars. Some of them are risks. All of them 
have the potential to be those last vital puzzle pieces that recent 
champions, like the Colorado Avalanche and Tampa Bay Lightning, 
added at the deadline to help eventually lift the Stanley Cup. 

Kane and Toews tier 

Patrick Kane, RW, Chicago Blackhawks 

Jonathan Toews, C, Chicago Blackhawks 

One of the most amazing things about Alex Ovechkin's 800-goal career 
is that it happened with one team. In fact, Washington Capitals owner 
Ted Leonsis says that record (787 goals for one franchise, set on Nov. 5) 
to be more unbreakable than Wayne Gretzky's all-time goals record 
(894). Gretzky played for four different teams, in an era before the salary 
cap. It's hard to imagine another Ovechkin-like run, for either a player or 
his team. 

I bring this up because the idea that Kane and Toews might not play their 
entire careers as members of the Chicago Blackhawks is still stunning. 
It's not at all something I would have imagined as they hoisted their third 
Stanley Cup together seven years ago. But plans change, teams rebuild 
and superstars don't always have the stomach for it. 

Both players have elephantine cap hits ($10.5 million AAV) and full no-
movement clauses. I think Toews would join the Colorado Avalanche in a 
heartbeat as their Nazem Kadri replacement. I'm not sure about the math 
there. 

Kane is the more coveted of the two. I've heard anecdotally that he's fond 
of the Rangers, where a reunion with Artemi Panarin awaits; the 
Islanders, where he could play with Mathew Barzal; the Oilers, for 
obvious reasons; and I've also heard the Capitals, although I'm not 
entirely sure why. 

Again, both of these guys have to ask for a trade. Neither one formally 
has done so yet. Conversations will continue with GM Kyle Davidson 
about what to do next. 

I did find it interesting that Kane addressed one theory for why he might 
stay in Chicago, which was to break Stan Mikita's franchise record of 
1,467 points, by saying, "That would be a little bit of ways away. So not 
really thinking about that." 

Elite pending free agent tier 

Matt Dumba, D, Minnesota Wild 

Bo Horvat, C, Vancouver Canucks 

John Klingberg, D, Anaheim Ducks 

Timo Meier, RW, San Jose Sharks 

The Horvat news this week doesn't encourage much faith that he's going 
to remain with Vancouver. 

There's a wide gap in contract talks, and his incredible walk-year 
performance necessitates an average annual value north of J.T. Miller's 
$8 million AAV, if he wasn't there already. Then again, the Canucks are 
sniffing around the playoff bubble and their owners have a funny way of 
not allowing core players to walk away, so who knows? 

Horvat is easily the best center potentially available at the deadline. The 
Avalanche have been the obvious link -- J.T. Compher ($3.5 million 
AAV), a sweetener and some salary retention could get a deal done -- 
but Mile High Hockey offered a recent counterargument. 

Meier, 26, is attractive to teams for a couple of reasons. He is on his way 
to his second straight 35-plus goal season. He's a restricted free agent 
next summer with a hefty $10 million qualifying offer, but one that would 
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give the team acquiring Meier another year of control before unrestricted 
free agency -- assuming they don't agree on a new contract. 

He makes $6 million against the cap. That's doable for several teams 
seeking a dynamic scorer on their wing. I'd expect the Sharks to use the 
Alex DeBrincat trade -- which cost the Senators a first-, a second- and a 
fourth-round pick -- as their baseline ask for Meier. 

It's here I'll openly wonder if the Devils might dabble in a Meier deal. He 
can play both wings and they have Tomas Tatar ($3.5 million) and a few 
other veterans coming off their cap this summer. 

Klingberg was signed by the Ducks to be traded, with a one-year contract 
carrying a $7 million cap hit. It was like the Taylor Hall deal with the 
Buffalo Sabres a while back: a wayward free agent inks a short-term deal 
with a middling team to pump up his stats ahead of the following 
summer. Except Klingberg has eight points in 23 games, including just 
one goal, with a minus-18. Metrically, he's the worst defensive 
defenseman on the team. Not exactly the scenario GM Pat Verbeek likely 
envisioned. 

But Klingberg is still a puck-moving veteran who could bring a return as a 
rental. One wrinkle here, via CapFriendly: Klingberg has a full no-move 
clause until Jan. 1, 2023, when it becomes a 10-team limited no-trade 
clause. Clearly, someone wanted to make sure they had a chance to hit 
the Disneyland holiday celebration before leaving Anaheim. 

Dumba's here not because the Wild are going to be sellers, but because 
he's not likely to be a member of the team next season. He's a 28-year-
old unrestricted free agent. Minnesota is stacked in the back and only 
getting better when Brock Faber arrives from the University of Minnesota. 
Dumba has value, especially for a team that might want to sign him 
beyond this season. The Wild have some need, especially at center. 
Dumba would be a perfect candidate for a "hockey trade" at the deadline. 

Elite players with term tier 

Brock Boeser, RW, Vancouver Canucks 

Jakob Chychrun, D, Arizona Coyotes 

Erik Karlsson, D, San Jose Sharks 

There were multiple reports that Boeser's camp was given permission to 
seek a trade for him. He's in the first year of a three-year deal with a 
$6.65 million annual cap hit, and doesn't currently have trade protection. 
It's almost like the Canucks should have moved him last summer to 
address their many lineup needs, but that's a column for another day. 

When I visited Tempe to see the Coyotes' college homecoming, it was 
made pretty clear to me that Chychrun would be traded only if the price is 
right. That price is likely to exceed the first and two seconds the Ducks 
received from the Boston Bruins for Hampus Lindholm last season, as 
the 24-year-old Chychrun makes only $4.6 million against the cap 
through 2024-25. The Kings have had interest in the past. Ditto the 
Senators. I've personally always kept an eye on the Oilers here, too. 

The Karlsson Renaissance continues, as he has 38 points in 31 games 
through Wednesday's games. He also has an $11.5 million annual cap 
hit through 2026-27 and a full no-movement clause -- and how many 
veterans living in the Bay Area have ever waived their total trade 
protection? I've heard, anecdotally, that Karlsson might be open to a 
move to a Florida team. That would be fine by me: I've long wanted to 
see The Swedish Pirates reunited in Tampa. 

But even with his career resurgence, that's a tough contract to take on for 
anyone. 

Help up front tier 

Nick Bonino, C, San Jose Sharks 

Evgenii Dadonov, RW, Montreal Canadiens 

Max Domi, C, Chicago Blackhawks 

Jonathan Drouin, LW, Montreal Canadiens 

Anthony Duclair, LW/RW, Florida Panthers 

Lars Eller, C, Washington Capitals 

Mike Hoffman, LW/RW, Montreal Canadiens 

Kasperi Kapanen, RW, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Sean Monahan, C, Montreal Canadiens 

Gustav Nyquist, LW, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Jack Roslovic, C, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Jesse Puljujarvi, RW, Edmonton Oilers 

James van Riemsdyk, LW, Philadelphia Flyers 

There are more than a few names here from teams that should be out of 
contention and looking to move veteran players, which is the case for van 
Riemsdyk ($7 million AAV), Domi ($3 million) and Athanasiou ($3 
million). The Blue Jackets have Nyquist on an expiring contract ($5.5 
million) and Roslovic signed through next season at $4 million AAV. They 
might want to hang on to the latter, but he could be a nifty acquisition if 
an erratic talent. 

The Montreal players listed here all have expiring contracts, save for 
Hoffman, who is inked for next season at $4.5 million AAV. You could 
include Josh Anderson here, but I don't believe that's an in-season move. 
Monahan's the most interesting name, given his comeback narrative. 
He's still only 28. The Canadiens could sell high or potentially bring him 
back. 

If the Capitals fall out of the playoff picture for some reason, they have no 
less than 14 expiring contracts. Eller makes $3.5 million AAV, is a 33-
year-old pending free agent and would be a perfect bottom-six addition 
for a contending team. San Jose's Bonino could also fill that role and 
brings significant playoff experience. 

Duclair's name has been out there since the start of the season as the 
Panthers seek a modicum of cap flexibility. He makes $3 million AAV 
through next season. He has been out with an Achilles tendon injury, but 
had 31 goals last season. 

Kapanen is available, but maybe only for a "change in scenery" trade for 
a comparable contract. 

The Edmonton media have done everything but put a saddle on 
Puljujarvi in an effort to ride him out of town. The pending RFA has six 
points in 30 games and his ice time has dropped nearly three minutes on 
average per game. It's just a matter of when and where for a trade. A 
recent scouting mission by Verbeek, the Ducks' GM, to see the Oilers 
raised eyebrows. Given his relationship with Oilers GM Ken Holland, it's 
something worth watching. 

Help in the back-end tier 

Justin Braun, Philadelphia Flyers 

Joel Edmundson, Montreal Canadiens 

Shayne Gostisbehere, Arizona Coyotes 

Jack Johnson, Chicago Blackhawks 

Dmitry Kulikov, Anaheim Ducks 

Matt Roy, Los Angeles Kings 

Luke Schenn, Vancouver Canucks 

Kevin Shattenkirk, Anaheim Ducks 

Sean Walker, Los Angeles Kings 

Schenn, Braun and Kulikov all fit the classic "defensive defenseman" 
template that contenders shop for at the deadline. While he's been so-so 
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this season, the "defensive D-man" I'd want is Edmundson from the 
Habs, who has another year on his deal at $3.5 million and a 10-team 
no-trade list. 

The Kings are dealing from a position of strength. They're looking like a 
playoff team, so they don't have to trade either Roy ($3.15 million AAV, 
18:14 TOI) or Walker ($2.65 million AAV, 14:50 TOI). But given how 
good their prospect pool is, these veterans signed through 2023-24 are 
going to have to move out so others can move in. Roy is the more 
important of the two, and hence might not be available. 

"Kevin Shattenkirk Is Clearly the Top Prize Ahead of the NHL Trade 
Deadline." That was a headline from 2017. The 34-year-old 
@shattdeuces isn't anywhere near that dynamic a player anymore, but 
he's good for 18 minutes a game. He has a $3.9 million cap hit with a 12-
team no-trade clause ahead of free agency. It's a little weird that he 
hasn't picked up a power-play point in 26 games, given that was once his 
calling card. 

As for Johnson, he's averaging nearly 2:30 minutes more than he was in 
Colorado. They really liked him there during their Cup run. It's just nice to 
not see his name attached to "LOL" when it comes up at the deadline 
anymore. 

Help in the way-back-end tier 

James Reimer, San Jose Sharks 

Anthony Stolarz, Anaheim Ducks 

Cam Talbot, Ottawa Senators 

The goalie market is always tricky at the deadline. Goalies are much less 
plug-and-play than forwards or defensemen. They need to fit the system 
a team plays and fit within whatever goalie structure they have as well. 

Reimer's name has been in trade-deadline circulation for multiple 
seasons as a completely average option. Stolarz has long been one of 
the league's most underrated backups. He makes $950,000 against the 
cap and goes unrestricted next summer. 

One assumes if the Senators are out of the playoff race that they would 
seek to move Talbot, who has an expiring contract, a $3,666,667 cap hit 
and playoff experience. 

Bargain beauties tier 

Jason Dickinson, C, Chicago Blackhawks 

Vladislav Gavrikov, D, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Nick Jensen, D, Washington Capitals 

Tyler Motte, LW, Ottawa Senators 

Conor Sheary, LW/RW Washington Capitals 

Carson Soucy, D, Seattle Kraken 

Dickinson ($2.65 million AAV) has played well in a depth role on a bad 
team, and he's signed through next season. Motte has been about 
replacement level for the Senators, but can bring something to a 
contending team's fourth line at $1.35 million before free agency. 

The availability of Jensen ($2.5 million AAV) and Sheary ($1.5 million), 
both impending free agents, probably depends on the Capitals' contender 
status. Jensen is third on the Caps in average ice time and kills penalties. 
Sheary has played a bunch with Alex Ovechkin and that's part of the 
charm: He can put up numbers and hang with the stars in the top six. 

Soucy is 28 and makes $2.75 million against the cap before free agency 
next summer. He'd be an asset to any team ... including the Kraken. If 
Seattle is contending, why mess with a good thing, even if there's a 
chance he could walk? 

St. Louis Blues explosion tier 

Ivan Barbashev, C 

Ryan O'Reilly, C 

Torey Krug, D 

Marco Scandella, D 

Vladimir Tarasenko, LW 

This season the St. Louis Blues have been like a shower faucet at a 
budget motel: You're getting scorching hot or ice cold. There is no in 
between. 

Hence, it's difficult to figure out if St. Louis will be a contender when the 
NHL trade deadline arrives. The Blues had a .466 points percentage and 
a minus-23 goal differential as of Thursday. If they're not in contention, or 
not enough of one in the eyes of GM Doug Armstrong, the Blues had 
shown in the past that they won't hesitate to move significant players -- 
especially if they're on expiring contracts. 

If O'Reilly is available ($7.5 million AAV), he immediately becomes the 
most coveted center at the deadline. He can play on the top line or 
anchor a second line. Even in a down year defensively, he's still one of 
the most respected two-way players in the league and a terror in the 
faceoff circle. He's a Conn Smythe winner. There aren't many of these 
available at the deadline -- and has no trade protection. 

The Blues probably should have sold high on Tarasenko in the 
offseason, but he's still producing 2.6 points per 60 minutes. Like 
O'Reilly, he has a $7.5 million cap hit ahead of free agency; unlike 
O'Reilly, he has a full no-trade clause. 

Scandella is working his way back from injury, has a limited no-trade 
clause and a $3.275 million cap hit through 2025. He could use a change 
in scenery. Barbashev is a pending UFA and could help someone's 
bottom six. 

Then there's Krug: full no-trade clause, signed through 2026-27 at $6.5 
million per season. He hasn't been good this season. He's 31. A tough 
one to figure out, much like his team. 

The NHL trade deadline might see these players on the move. It might 
not. Much depends on where the teams are in the standings; or perhaps 
more importantly, where they believe they should be in the standings. 

Jersey Foul of the week 

This is an important query, because Alex Ovechkin is going to set a new 
all-time NHL goals record whose first digit is also his jersey number. 
We're only two years away from seeing "OVECHKIN 895" jerseys 
roaming the corridors in Washington, D.C., and we love it. 

For the record: These are Fouls and fall under the Obligatory Celebration 
Rule, which also covers jerseys that celebrate a team's first year of 
existence or a Stanley Cup championship, for example. But we're 
interested to see how Capitals fans work out their Ovechkin goals jersey 
ideas, if only from a font size perspective. 

Video of the week 

The great thing about being a hockey fan is that every few weeks there's 
a thing that happens that you didn't realize the rulebook had covered; or, 
more likely, that you've seen happen before, but something you just 
forgot about until it happened again. 

Such was this goal by Noah Hanifin of the Calgary Flames against the 
Toronto Maple Leafs: 

He takes a shot. Matt Murray appears to make the save. The whistle 
blows. The puck then trickles in back of Murray and over the line. 

We've been taught that the whistle, or the intent to blow the whistle, 
means a play is done. Yet this goal counted due to Rule 37.3, which 
allows for video review if the puck entered the net "as the culmination of 
a continuous play where the result of the play was unaffected by any 
whistle blown by the referee upon his losing sight of the puck." 
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Scouting The Refs had a bit more about the play here. Ah, the NHL 
rulebook. Always a wellspring of knowledge (and a source of frustration 
for Leafs fans on this one, we imagine). 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Alex Ovechkin 

The best thing about Ovi crossing 800 goals was the way he did it. The 
usual complaints about the volume of his empty-net goals were boiling up 
again -- nonsensical, given the trust he has had to earn to be on the ice 
in those defensive situations, and the fact that Wayne Gretzky himself is 
the all-time leader in empty-netters. So Ovechkin responds by going out 
and hitting 800 goals with a hat trick of two even-strength goals and a 
power-play tally. What's Russian for "stick that in your empty net?" 

Loser: Knee-jerk reactions 

The NHL remains an inherently violent league, even if that violence isn't 
as prevalent as it once was. Because of that, hits like this one from Ryan 
Reaves tend to stand out and draw immediate reaction on social media. 

Many believed this was borderline or illegal, the kind of hit we want "out 
of the game." The NHL Department of Player Safety didn't agree. Neither 
did Red Wings coach Derek Lalonde, who said Reaves wasn't being 
malicious and that Filip Hronek was "exposing himself" on that play with 
Reaves steaming into him. It's a hockey hit. It's a great hit. Even if you 
dislike the guy delivering it, that can't be denied. 

Winner: PHF salary cap 

Good news from the Premier Hockey Federation, which announced that 
it is increasing its salary cap to $1.5 million per team for the 2023-24 
season, up from $750,000 this season. The league is also talking about 
further expansion after adding a Montreal franchise this season. 

Loser: NHL salary cap 

The tone couldn't have been more night and day from one NHL board of 
governors meeting to the next. Leaving the one in New York earlier this 
year, it seemed like a $4 million-plus increase in cap space next season 
was probable. Leaving Palm Beach this week, it seemed like the NHL 
would need a playoff revenue windfall or else the cap would rise by only 
$1 million, as the players' pandemic escrow debt wouldn't be paid off. 

Some of this could be posturing, as the NHL and the NHLPA have 
discussed internally about a "smoothing" of the gap between the 
numbers, which would have to be collectively bargained. The GMs 
wouldn't mind the extra room. Neither would the free agents. But 
hopefully it won't be necessary. 

Winner: Karel Vejmelka 

The Arizona Coyotes goalie posted wins against the Bruins and Flyers in 
the past week, giving him a 3-0-1 record at Mullet Arena with one no-
decision. A great story, even if he's ruining their lottery odds: 16.3 goals 
saved above expected through Wednesday night, which is best in the 
NHL, per Money Puck. There's a grand tradition of goalies getting paid 
for being the best thing on bad Coyotes teams, but he's locked in through 
2024-25 at $2.75 million AAV. 

Loser: Board ads 

I'm on the record as admiring the technology behind those digital dasher 
board ads. If used properly, and with a little improvement, they could 
enhance the way we watch the game. But for the NHL to hand-wave 
away the backlash because the ads are making a ton of money, and 
because they're here to stay, is to ignore salient constructive criticism. 

One easy, reasonable improvement: Stop making ads where the car or 
the logo is moving in the opposite direction of the players, which is as 
distracting and disorienting as the ads' critics claim. Or, just stop having 
stuff move at all. 

Puck headlines 

    The Forbes NHL franchise valuations are back, with 14 teams valued 
at over $1 billion, including the Seattle Kraken. 

    According to Sportico, the NHL is considering a major overhaul of its 
schedule to "create more games between geographic rivals, ease travel 
demands, and generate more money for teams across the league." In 
other words, local rivals could see their games against each other 
increase to "six to eight times under the discussed changes." 

    All the historical happenings that occurred between the Arizona 
Coyotes' wins against the Boston Bruins, which were separated by 12 
years. 

    Fun bit from Hockey Reference: The most-viewed player pages in 
each state and province in 2022. Boy, do they love Patrick Roy in 
Montana or what?! 

    Hilary Knight on being an idol: "I definitely don't think I've been around 
long enough to have a full generational moment." 

    Ryan Reynolds says that if he ends up being part of a Senators 
ownership group, he'll be a "frothy, rabies-infused fan the likes of which 
the NHL has never seen." I don't know, Deadpool. You just described 
about half the league. 

    Finally, training on the beach during a Florida road swing is part of the 
fun. But for the love of winter sports, please tell me the team provided 
some sunscreen: 

Watch 'The Drop'! 

On this edition of "The Drop," our weekly NHL streaming show on 
YouTube, Arda Ocal and I got gussied up for the 2022 Year in Hockey 
awards, talked about Ovechkin chasing Gretzky, brought you inside the 
NHL board of governors meetings and showed you BBQ gear made out 
of hockey sticks. Thank you, as always, for watching, and like and 
subscribe to "The Drop"! 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings - 1-32 poll, biggest December games left 

 

Kristen Shilton 14–17 minutes 12:00 PM 

 

The big news of the week in the hockey world was Alex Ovechkin scoring 
a hat trick against the Chicago Blackhawks to reach 800 goals, becoming 
the third player in NHL history to do so. As Ovi has been on this recent 
goal-scoring heater, his Washington Capitals have won eight of their last 
11 games. How high did the Caps rise in this week's Power Rankings? 

Find out the answer to that question, as well as our take on the biggest 
game of the next two weeks for each club, as we get ready to flip the 
calendar to 2023. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most recent edition,  

Published Dec. 9. Points paces are through Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 82.76% 
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Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Dec. 17), vs. FLA (Dec. 19), vs. WPG (Dec. 
22) 

vs. Senators, Dec. 27. The Bruins are one of the league's undisputedly 
excellent teams. But when Boston met the Senators in October, they 
quickly fell behind 3-0 and stumbled to a 7-5 loss. Do the Senators have 
Boston's number? Or was that just a blip? Let's see what the sequel 
says. 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 73.33% 

Next seven days: vs. FLA (Dec. 17), @ CAR (Dec. 20), @ FLA (Dec. 21) 

vs. Bruins, Dec. 23. The Devils are neck-and-neck with the Bruins atop 
the Eastern Conference standings. New Jersey has a chance -- in one of 
two clashes with Boston over five days -- to prove why they should be the 
ones pulling ahead into the No. 1 slot. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 70.97% 

Next seven days: @ WSH (Dec. 17), vs. TB (Dec. 20), vs. PHI (Dec. 22) 

vs. Coyotes, Dec. 29. The Leafs' first tilt against Arizona was a chaotic 
mess: Toronto fell behind 2-0 (at home!), came back to tie, coughed one 
up on the power play (after an all-time egregious turnover), then 
appeared to tie the game again with 39 seconds left in regulation only to 
have the goal overturned by a controversial hand pass ruling. What could 
possibly await now in the desert? 

4. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 70.31% 

Next seven days: vs. NYI (Dec. 17), vs. BUF (Dec. 19), vs. ARI (Dec. 21) 

vs. Sabres, Dec. 19. The Golden Knights have unique ties to Buffalo 
post-Jack Eichel trade. Whether or not Eichel (currently on IR) is 
available to play, there's added juice for the Sabres, with Alex Tuch and 
Peyton Krebs being back in Vegas. And Buffalo will try bringing the heat 
after how they folded earlier this season at home to the Golden Knights. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 66.67% 

Next seven days: @ CAR (Dec. 18), vs. NYR (Dec. 20), vs. CAR (Dec. 
22) 

vs. Rangers, Dec. 20. The Penguins haven't met New York since blowing 
a 3-1 lead in their first-round playoff series last May and bowing out with 
an overtime loss in Game 7. Pittsburgh is also battling the Rangers for 
position in a crowded Metropolitan. These are big points regardless. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 68.97% 

Next seven days: vs. DAL (Dec. 17), vs. PIT (Dec. 18), vs. NJ (Dec. 20), 
@ PIT (Dec. 22) 

vs. Devils, Dec. 20. The Hurricanes finally face the Metropolitan 
mammoth that is New Jersey. Carolina has been jockeying with 
Pittsburgh (whom they'll see twice in the next week) for second in the 
division. So it's the perfect time for these Hurricanes to take the Devils' 
test -- and see how well they fare. 

7. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 67.24% 

Next seven days: @ VAN (Dec. 17), @ SEA (Dec. 18), vs. OTT (Dec. 
20), @ BOS (Dec. 22) 

vs. Bruins, Dec. 22. The Jets have soared their way up the Western 
Conference standings. Boston has barely budged from leading the East. 
This will be a true heavyweight bout ... and possible Stanley Cup Final 
preview?! 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 67.24% 

Next seven days: @ MTL (Dec. 17), @ TOR (Dec. 20), @ DET (Dec. 21) 

vs. Maple Leafs, Dec. 20. The Lightning seem to enjoy playing Toronto. 
Their first clash this season was another drama-filled overtime victory for 
Tampa (shorthanded goal against, followed by two power-play scores 
and an Alex Killorn dagger 30 seconds into the extra frame). And who 
can forget last season's playoff comeback? Division rivalries don't get 
more fun than this. 

9. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 66.13% 

Next seven days: @ CAR (Dec. 17), @ CBJ (Dec. 19), vs. EDM (Dec. 
21) 

vs. Wild, Dec. 29. The Stars' comeback effort in Minnesota two weeks 
ago was epic: Dallas trailed 5-1 in the third period and roared back to get 
a point in the shootout loss. It's hard to imagine a more entertaining 
matchup, but with the last one fresh in mind these sides could make it 
happen. 

10. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 60.34% 

Next seven days: vs. WPG (Dec. 18), vs. STL (Dec. 20), @ VAN (Dec. 
22) 

vs. Oilers, Dec. 30. The Kraken take on one of the Pacific Division's 
(other) high-powered offenses for the first time this season when the 
Oilers pay a visit. Seattle has been scoring in bunches, and Edmonton 
has got strikers to spare. How many goals should we expect that night? 

11. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 57.14% 

Next seven days: vs. NSH (Dec. 17), vs. NYI (Dec. 19), vs. MTL (Dec. 
21) 

vs. Maple Leafs, Dec. 31. The Avalanche close out 2022 with a late-
afternoon matchup against one of the NHL's top teams in Toronto. It's on 
Colorado's turf, and while the Avs are banged up, so too are the Leafs 
(defensively, at least). It should put them on equal footing for a barn-
burning end to the year. 

12. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 58.33% 
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Next seven days: @ ARI (Dec. 16), @ VGK (Dec. 17), @ COL (Dec. 19), 
@ NYR (Dec. 22) 

vs. Rangers, Dec. 22. The Islanders can sweep their season series with 
a heated rival in this third and final meeting. Their most recent win 
involved overcoming a 3-1 hole to steal key points on the road. Can the 
Isles make it a clean sweep? 

13. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 59.68% 

Next seven days: @ PHI (Dec. 17), @ CHI (Dec. 18), @ PIT (Dec. 20), 
vs. NYI (Dec. 22) 

vs. Penguins, Dec. 20. The Rangers will meet Pittsburgh for the first time 
since last spring's first-round playoff series, when New York overcame a 
3-1 deficit and eliminated its division rival with a wild overtime victory in 
Game 7; Jacob Trouba's hit on Sidney Crosby knocked the latter out for 
the majority of that comeback. Bad blood? We'll say! 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 58.62% 

Next seven days: vs. CHI (Dec. 16), vs. OTT (Dec. 18), @ ANA (Dec. 
21), @ SJ (Dec. 22) 

vs. Blues, Dec. 31. The Wild can close 2022 on a high note (pun 
intended!) against the St. Louis squad that overcame a 2-1 first-round 
playoff series deficit to kick Minnesota out of the postseason mix six 
months ago. Revenge is best served cold. 

15. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 53.13% 

Next seven days: vs. TOR (Dec. 17), vs. DET (Dec. 19), @ OTT (Dec. 
22) 

vs. Senators, Dec. 22. The Capitals' last trip to Ottawa ended in an ugly 
loss when Washington blew a 2-0 second-period lead and couldn't stop 
the Senators from scoring five straight to the finish. Sure, they're not 
rivals or anything, but no one forgets difficult nights like that. How will 
Washington handle round two? 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 56.06% 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (Dec. 17), vs. ANA (Dec. 20), vs. CGY (Dec. 22) 

vs. Ducks, Dec. 20. The Kings' rivalry with Anaheim is always compelling, 
even if one (or both) teams are struggling. In their first Freeway Face-off 
of the season, L.A. will no doubt find extra motivation to perform, and the 
Ducks have surprised a few opponents this season with some plucky 
comeback wins. 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 56.45% 

Next seven days: vs. ANA (Dec. 17), @ NSH (Dec. 19, @ DAL (Dec. 21) 

vs. Flames, Dec. 27. The Oilers' third and final Battle of Alberta matchup 
already? 2022 has all the luck. The first two outings were decided by a 
single goal with results split down the middle. Who takes the (regular) 
season series? And might it be a prequel to a few more (postseason) 
meetings this spring? 

18. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 55.17% 

Next seven days: vs. OTT (Dec. 17), @ WSH (Dec. 19), vs. TB (Dec. 21) 

vs. Sabres, Dec. 29. The Red Wings are revamped, but they've had their 
struggles against the Sabres. Detroit has been blown out 8-3 and lost in 
a shootout to its also-on-the-rise division rival. Are the Red Wings in line 
for another disappointing finish, or can they turn the tide on Buffalo 
before 2022 closes out? 

19. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 51.61% 

Next seven days: @ NJ (Dec. 17), @ BOS (Dec. 19), vs. NJ (Dec. 21) 

vs. Islanders, Dec. 23. The Panthers have beaten New York twice 
already and go for the season sweep in meeting No. 3. Their prior tilts 
were tightly contested affairs played out over 10 days in October. Much 
has changed for both teams since then. Is Florida up to the task one 
more time on the Island? 

20. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 53.33% 

Next seven days: vs. STL (Dec. 16), @ SJ (Dec. 18), @ SJ (Dec. 20), @ 
LA (Dec. 22) 

vs. Blues, Dec. 16. The Flames' Nazem Kadri (formerly of the Avalanche) 
had some headline-making drama with Blues goaltender Jordan 
Binnington in the playoffs last season that won't soon be forgotten. (Kadri 
collided with Binnington in the crease causing injury; Binnington threw a 
water bottle at Kadri during a live postgame interview.) Will animosity 
carry over when those two (potentially) share the ice again? 

21. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 50.00% 

Next seven days: @ COL (Dec. 17), vs. EDM (Dec. 19), @ CHI (Dec. 21) 

vs. Avalanche, Dec. 17. The Predators have been at Colorado's mercy, 
from last season's first-round playoff sweep to Nashville dropping their 
initial meeting this season. But the Predators have improved since then, 
and with two meetings against the Avs in six days, are primed to settle 
the score. 

22. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 50.00% 

Next seven days: vs. TB (Dec. 17), @ ARI (Dec. 19), @ COL (Dec. 21) 

vs. Stars, Dec. 23. The Canadiens are loaded with some of the league's 
best young talents (Cole Caufield, Nick Suzuki, etc.). Ditto Dallas (Jason 
Robertson, Miro Heiskanen, etc.). What's not to love about the potential 
of a high-octane matchup punctuated by the NHL's stellar up-and-
comers? 

23. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 48.28% 

Next seven days: @ DET (Dec. 17), @ MIN (Dec. 18), @ WPG (Dec. 
20), vs. WSH (Dec. 22) 
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vs. Bruins, Dec. 27. The Senators put together a wild 7-5 win over 
Boston back in October where the scoring came in bunches, and Ottawa 
was terribly fun to watch. History could well repeat itself as both teams 
come off their holiday breaks with a bang. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 50.00% 

Next seven days: vs. WPG (Dec. 17), vs. STL (Dec. 19), vs. SEA (Dec. 
22) 

vs. Oilers, Dec. 23. The Canucks aren't far behind Edmonton in the tight 
Pacific Division. Banking points now over a rival can pay dividends down 
the road. And Vancouver hasn't seen the Oilers since falling 5-3 in the 
season opener. How far can the Canucks show they've come the last two 
months? 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 50.00% 

Next seven days: @ ARI (Dec. 17), @ VGK (Dec. 19) 

vs. Blue Jackets, Dec. 27. The Sabres used Tage Thompson's five-goal 
night to drown the Blue Jackets 9-4 last week. What will Thompson do for 
an encore? Does another dominant performance await or can Columbus 
come up with a response of its own? 

26. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 48.33% 

Next seven days: @ CGY (Dec. 16), @ VAN (Dec. 19), @ SEA (Dec. 20) 

vs. Kraken, Dec. 20. The Blues met Seattle in their second game of the 
season and had to stave off a spirited Kraken comeback to earn a narrow 
overtime victory. Will more theatrics ensue this time? Seattle has become 
one of the NHL's best teams in recent weeks, and St. Louis could 
certainly use more quality wins. 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 43.55% 

Next seven days: vs. NYR (Dec. 17), vs. CBJ (Dec. 20), @ TOR (Dec. 
22) 

vs. Rangers, Dec. 17. The Flyers played their Metropolitan brethren 
tough in an early-season meeting that the Rangers won 1-0 in overtime. 
Does Philadelphia have more of that spunk in them for a second turn 
against the Blueshirts -- this time under the bright Manhattan lights? 

28. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 37.93% 

Next seven days: @ BOS (Dec. 17), vs. DAL (Dec. 19), @ PHI (Dec. 20) 

vs. Sabres, Dec. 27. The Blue Jackets were embarrassed at home by 
Buffalo when Tage Thompson's five-goal explosion ended in a 9-4 
blowout loss. How will Columbus respond? The Blue Jackets followed 
that drubbing with back-to-back wins. Can their next major victory be 
over Buffalo? 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 40.74% 

Next seven days: vs. NYI (Dec. 16), vs. BUF (Dec. 17), vs. MTL (Dec. 
19), @ VGK (Dec. 21) 

vs. Maple Leafs, Dec. 29. The Coyotes often appear at their best facing 
the Maple Leafs. They've already bested Toronto once this season; 
ending 2022 with a season sweep would be quite the treat. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 32.14% 

Next seven days: @ MIN (Dec. 16), vs. NYR (Dec. 18), vs. NSH (Dec. 
21) 

vs. Blues, Dec. 29. The Blackhawks always have potential to spark 
against St. Louis given their shared history of Central Division clashes. 
As with the Kings and Ducks, it's a rivalry game both sides get up for no 
matter the standings. 

31. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 40.33% 

Next seven days: @ LA (Dec. 17), vs. CGY (Dec. 18), vs. CGY (Dec. 20), 
vs. MIN (Dec. 22) 

vs. Canucks, Dec. 27. The Sharks have experienced Vancouver getting 
the best of them twice after regulation already this season. San Jose 
won't want to go through it again, and robbing the Canucks of one (or 
two) desperately needed points would be a nice post-holiday boost. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 30.65% 

Next seven days: @ EDM (Dec. 17), @ LA (Dec. 20), vs. MIN (Dec. 21) 

vs. Kings, Dec. 20. The Ducks just need to have fun. And what's more 
enjoyable than trying to top your most hated rival in their building? Almost 
nothing! 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames plagued by familiar struggles vs. Blues as losing 
streak hits five games 

 

Eric Francis December 17, 2022, 2:13 AM 

5–6 minutes 

 

CALGARY – Just 31 games into the season, and the question has to be 
asked: 

Are things starting to get away from the Calgary Flames? 

“No, it's not getting away from us,” insisted Mikael Backlund, whose club 
has already pieced together five and seven-game losing skids before 
Christmas. 

“We know we can still do a really good thing here. 

“But we've got to pull together here and be a lot better.” 

Better than they showed in a 5-2 loss to St. Louis Friday, where 
egregious giveaways, defensive lapses and a popgun offence continue to 
be the story. 
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“Execution wasn't good enough tonight,” he continued. 

“Secondary efforts, digging in to score.  

“Never gave up, gave up some goals.  

“But we haven't given up here.  

“We know we're chasing it, for sure. 

“We're behind in the standings.  

“We know we’ve got to play better, win more games, and we're going to 
do it.” 

The good news is the Flames went to bed tied for the west’s final wild 
card spot — a charitable landing for a club sitting 13-12-6. 

However, their inability to find someone to step up offensively with any 
regularity continues to threaten their hopes of living up to the massive 
preseason expectations lumped on this revamped bunch. 

Trailing the Blues 2-1 in the second period the Flames squandered three 
power play opportunities, including a 22-second 5-on-3. 

“Missed opportunities – we’re in there the whole time,” said Sutter. 

“Again, that’s production. 

“It was still a one goal game and you’ve still got to score that goal.” 

This team hasn’t been able to, which is why Sutter moved Jonathan 
Huberdeau from Elias Lindholm’s line to Nazem Kadri’s as he searches 
so desperately to find chemistry on a team that went from having the best 
line in hockey to not having a definitive first line at all. 

Thomas Greiss stopped all 15 shots he faced in that middle frame from a 
team that hasn’t been able to recover from the loss of Johnny Gaudreau 
and Matthew Tkachuk. 

Despite outshooting the Blues 42-23, the only one able to finish on this 
night for the Flames was sixth defenceman Connor Mackey, who 
deserves full marks for jumping up into the offensive zone on both 
finishes. 

However, just 78 seconds after his second of the year closed the gap to 
3-2, he threw a pizza up the middle of the ice from behind his own net for 
an easy finish by Brandon Saad. 

Game over. 

“The only defenceman in the league who can pass on his backhand up 
the middle of the ice from below the goal line is Cale Makar,” said Sutter. 

“Just don’t do it.” 

He did it, prompting Nikita Zadorov to put his arm around Mackey on the 
bench to console the youngster trying desperately to prove he deserves 
to stay in the NHL. 

Flames fans are the ones in need of consoling these days, as their club 
continues to stumble. 

Unlike earlier in the year when the losing skid hit seven, these five losses 
aren’t on their goaltender. 

These ones revolve largely around an anemic offence, complicated by 
mental mistakes in their own zone.    

“We have a good team here but we've got to show it too,” said Backlund. 

“We're far from where we're starting to doubt ourselves. We know we can 
win games. 

“But, at the same time, we know we're a team that's going to win by 
keeping it low, not giving up goals.  

“We know we'll be (in) tight scoring and once in a while we get a big win. 

“But, we know that we've got to play with a tight checking game, we've 
got to get back to that.” 

Then came a telling response, when asked if that was different from last 
year. 

“I don't like to compare last year to this year - I mean we swapped out 
some big names,” said Backlund of a team struggling to recover from 
those losses. 

“It's a big change up. It's a process.  

“This year we're losing guys and we're bringing new guys for sure.” 

And they haven’t been able to have the sort of impact they were brought 
in to have. 

Yet. 

Meanwhile, the two who left continue to light it up elsewhere, leaving the 
Flames reeling as they head to California for four games they need to win 
against division foes. 

“It’s not there right now,” said Elias Lindholm, who was guilty of a rare 
turnover that led to the Blues’ opening goal just four minutes in. 

“There’s pucks laying around there but we’re not putting in that extra 
effort to beat their man one on one and stuff like that.  

“I think we all have to look at ourselves in the mirror and be better. 

“Obviously tonight too many odd man rushes and too many turnovers. 

“I made a bad play there and it starts with me, so be better.”   

Is frustration setting in? 

“Of course, we lost (five) in a row - everyone is frustrated,” added 
Lindholm. 

“You want to win and get into a playoff spot, but the way we played 
tonight we’re not going to get in there.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Things We Know: Oilers need defensive help, but where 
will they turn? 

 

Mark Spector December 16, 2022, 6:20 PM 

5–6 minutes 

 

EDMONTON — Debuting a new look here, with the first “Things We 
Know” column Series 1, Volume 1.  

Things We Know: The Edmonton Oilers will NOT acquire defenceman 
Jakob Chychrun.  

Chychrun does not fit the mould of the defenceman Edmonton requires. 
He’s not the lockdown, cycle-buster the Oilers want. It’s just not what he 
is.  

You’re going to hear that the Oilers are interested in Chychrun between 
now and the March 3 Trading Deadline. They are not.  

Things We Think We Know: Edmonton needs a defender — someone to 
knock Darnell Nurse’s 24 minutes a game down to about 22 on normal 
night. Think Joel Edmundson, rather than John Klingberg. Think Vlad 
Gavrikov, not Chychrun.  

The player they eventually acquire might not be on the market yet. Top-
four defencemen are difficult to acquire, and GM Ken Holland needs a 
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few more teams to fold their cards and become sellers before he makes 
his move.  

And, yes, his first-round pick, or prospect Xavier Borgault could both be 
on the table. It’s “win now” time in Edmonton.  

Things We Know: Connor McDavid did not meet the “control of the puck” 
standard in overtime versus St. Louis. He was offside.  

Things We Think We Know: McDavid was staring at a puck that was next 
to his feet. He could have stickhandled it, but he did not choose to.  

Do we think he thinks he was in control of the puck? Sure.  

Would we ever question a player of his skill set when he says he had 
control? Like Tyson Barrie said, “You’re talking about Connor McDavid. If 
he feels like he has control of the puck … he has control of the puck.”  

Here’s the question though: If that is Wayne Simmonds, or Milan Lucic, 
do we give them the same leeway? How about Michael Pezetta? 
Because there’s one set of rules for one set of players — regardless of 
the fact that they are not all the same.  

Things We Know:  Jack Campbell is in the battle of his professional 
career, with Stuart Skinner having stolen the No. 1 job in Edmonton and 
not showing any signs of regressing.  

Campbell won 6-3 at Nashville this week, and played all right. But getting 
the commensurate playing time to put his game together is an issue, the 
way Skinner is playing ahead of him.  

Things We Think We Know: Everyone said it — “Jack’s the nicest guy 
ever!” Well, guess where nice guys finish?  

Campbell has dealt with disappointment often. He was a first-rounder 
who never panned out, and it’s not easy to be that guy. Then he battled 
to make an NHL career for himself, and ended up in Toronto where he 
stole the No. 1 job. But it ended badly in Toronto and has started badly in 
Edmonton.  

Campbell has the “I’m playing lousy” interview down to a tee. I’ve 
interviewed hockey players for 35 years. I’d rather see him tell his critics 
to (bleep) off, and play like he has a chip on his shoulder.  

Be Mike Smith. The Oilers are missing the confidence and swagger that 
Smith brought to their room.  

Things We Know: The Oilers are worried about Jesse Puljujarvi. They 
hoped his game would get found, but it’s lost. Like, wrong turn in 
Kananaskis lost.  

He has five goals since Jan. 1 — 67 games — and just 124 shots on net. 
Forget the analytics — no one is buying them anymore. His game is so 
far gone that it will now take a sweetener to get a team to take him and 
his $3 million salary for the rest of the season.  

Things We Think We Know: As a trading chip, best case scenario had 
Puljujarvi playing well enough to entice a team to take him for a 40-game 
test drive, with a chance to re-sign him post-season. He’d sign for less 
than his qualifying number if the situation was right.   

Today that team isn’t out there, and Holland will need to add to the 
package to move Puljujarvi and his $3 million AAV so he can make 
moves at the deadline.  

With players returning from injury, Puljujarvi might soon be a candidate 
for the press box. That won’t happen if it can be avoided, as Edmonton 
tries to retain some value in this asset.  

Things We Know: Darnell Nurse had a rough game and cost his team a 
couple of goals. The Oilers are not going to bench him or put him in the 
press box, as some fans suggest.  

Nurse leads all Oilers defencemen in ice time per game (24:02), 
shorthanded goals (1), plus-minus (plus-11), even strength goals (T-3), 
even strength points (14) and is second in shots on goal (68) without any 
meaningful powerplay time.  

He is Edmonton’s best defenceman. A tad overpaid at $9.25 million? 
Sure, but losing Oscar Klefbom and Adam Larsson in consecutive years 
left Edmonton needing to sign Nurse.  

Things We Think We Know: Holland needs a left shot defenceman to 
take some minutes from Nurse, and Nurse needs to forget about the big 
contract and become an elite defender. Like did in his World Junior 
appearance back in 2015.  

This team has enough goals, and a back end that provides enough 
offence. Nurse needs to mature into a rock-solid defender, and if he gets 
10 points a season, who cares?  
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Sportsnet.ca / Shooting efficiency has arrived in the NHL, but some 
teams aren’t yet hip to the game 

 

Justin Bourne | December 16, 2022, 1:18 PM5–6 minutes 

 

As much as it’s no fun to talk about sports in business terms, every 
player and team out there really is looking for a piece of jargon that’s 
most suited for high-rise office buildings — that would be “efficiency.” 
Whether it’s breakouts or contracts or player deployment or otherwise, 
finding where you’re wasting time and energy (and improving upon old 
methods) can make your team significantly better. 

The funny thing is, this isn’t new, we just didn’t use to muddle the 
language so much. The efficiency that I’m talking about today is one 
that’s been mentioned many times by many coaches over many years: 
quit taking dumb shots, meathead. 

This has been a revolution in the NBA, where the accepted school of 
thought has been that taking long-twos is a waste of a possession, given 
the lower success rate and lower rewards. You’re better off either taking 
a step back and rolling the dice for three points or getting the ball in 
closer to the hoop. It sounds pretty obvious, but it’s only in the last half-
decade or so that this decision-making has really become ubiquitous. 

In the NHL, there is no three-pointer but there is the reality that more 
shots go in from in front of, and around, the net. I recently wrote about 
the potential reasons for the spike in power-play percentages, and one of 
the things I touched on was the decline in defencemen on the power 
play. With that trend comes the decline of power plays that just bomb 
one-timers from distance and cross their fingers for tips and rebounds. 

This has spread to five-on-five, where the growth of reality has taken root 
in the general consciousness of NHL shooters: goaltenders got too good 
for the old days of “shoot from everywhere.” That was "A Thing" when I 
grew up. Coaches would say to just get everything on net, which may 
have been great when my coaches were younger, but goaltenders 
started getting really, really good somewhere around the 
Hasek/Roy/Brodeur years. 

Eventually, shooting from the boards just inside the blue line not only 
wasn’t a scoring chance, but it was also at best a cause for a faceoff, and 
at worst a thinly-disguised turnover. 

Even with the growth in players’ ability to bomb the puck, teams are 
playing to take more shots from the inside, which has driven up expected 
goals, and of course, real goals with that. 

Even if you don’t follow that, all the red in more recent years shows an 
increase in expected goals, likely generated by what we’ve been talking 
about thus far: getting shots from inside. And if you like, you can tie the 
increase in goals to another piece of mine, this on how smaller, more 
mobile defencemen have made playing inside easier in recent years. 
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Teams who just want to play north-south and pound pucks on net from 
everywhere and hope, well, they may be falling behind a little. 

This seems like a fair criticism of the Calgary Flames, who this year have 
struggled to produce offence, yet haven’t failed to “get pucks on net.” The 
absence of a great passer like Johnny Gaudreau (can Jonathan 
Huberdeau be that?), and a great player on the inside in Matthew 
Tkachuk (can Nazem Kadri be that?), are being felt in significant ways: 

Last Year 

This Year 

Goals 

3.55 (6th) 

2.97 (22nd) 

Expected goals 

3.32 (6th) 

2.71 (26th) 

Shots 

35.5 (3rd) 

34.0 (5th) 

Slot shots 

15.3 (4th) 

12.9 (25th) 

Inner slot shots 

7.2 (5th) 

5.8 (28th) 

Scoring chances 

25.2 (4th) 

22.3 (19th) 

(Numbers via SportLogiq as of Dec. 15) 

They’re still a top-five team in shots but just outside the bottom-five in 
expected goals. Micah Blake McCurdy’s excellent website Hockey Viz 
shows us where the Flames generate shots from in relation to league 
average: 

That’s an awful lot of long twos (or worse, three-point attempts that aren’t 
worth an extra point) in contrast with a team like the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who rely on their forwards so heavily to generate offence that their 
heat map is the complete inverse: 

Still, the Leafs are still just a top-third team in the NHL in this department, 
whom I use because of the obvious contrast in their shot selection. If you 
want to look at the best teams, or just a really wacko chart, here’s where 
the New Jersey Devils are generating offence:  

That’s what you’d call a blood bath and the heavy red is just about 
exactly where you’d like it to come from — not from distance. 

No team in the NHL has a chart quite like the Flames, with that much of 
their offence — and their top-five shots totals — coming from so far out. 

The NHL’s rise in offence can’t be purely ascribed to one thing. But 
there’s no doubt that as goalies started to dominate the game, scorers 
had to go back to the drawing board. In picking apart their plans, they 
found an inefficiency. 

Shooting from distance in 2022-23 takes you from solid possession to a 
50 per cent chance at having possession, and the likelihood of scoring on 
that shot doesn’t make that trade-off worthwhile. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens challenged to find level of consistency in tough 
middle portion of season 

 

Eric Engels | December 16, 2022, 12:18 AM 5–6 minutes 

 

MONTREAL — A Thursday night in Montreal, in the middle of December, 
with a porous Anaheim Ducks team in town and the Canadiens 
lumbering after losing a night prior in Ottawa to the Senators.  

This is Game 30 of the 2022-23 season — a 5-2 loss, suffered smack in 
the middle of the month that’s already seen the Canadiens travel through 
five different cities and will end with them visiting six more — and this is 
what normalcy feels like. 

It’s the mundane, adrenaline-free portion of the schedule Martin St. Louis 
said would reveal much more about his young team than a hot or cold 
start could. The Canadiens have officially entered it and, regardless of 
whether or not Thursday’s loss is a harbinger of things to come, it will 
challenge this inexperienced group, which left its coach saying on this 
night that “a major lack of execution” and having “way too many 
passengers” proved costly. 

“We deserved what we got tonight,” St. Louis added. “We didn’t deserve 
to win this game. Even if we had won it, we wouldn’t have deserved it.” 

That he could count on an emu’s foot the number of times he’s felt that 
way through Montreal’s 14-14-2 start speaks to how much further along 
his team is in its growth than he expected it would be. 

But nights like this one, and the 20 or so to follow, will provide a lot more 
seasoning, and the Canadiens just need to go through them to 
understand what it takes to find the level of consistency every team 
desires. They need to experience the ebbs and flows and learn how to 
manage the emotional highs and lows to find level ground. 

“It’s such a hard league,” said St. Louis, who went through all of that 
before developing into a Hall-of-Fame player over his 1134 games.  

“Just rewind 24 hours, minus two periods, feeling really good about 
where we are for the first period in Ottawa,” he added. “And now it’s 
back-to-back losses and a poor performance tonight.” 

The Canadiens knew what they’d have to do to avoid surrendering an 
early lead to the Ducks, who came into the game with just one regulation-
time win on the season.  

But they lacked the focus to do it, allowing the Ducks an easy power-play 
goal on one shift before completely blowing coverage seconds later on 
John Klingberg’s goal to make it 2-0. 

“I think we just gave it to them in the first where we’re turning the puck 
over, we’re not getting the puck in deep,” said Jonathan Drouin. 
“Especially on a back-to-back, you want to get pucks in deep, you want 
to get forecheck, you want to keep it simple for the first period, find your 
legs a little bit. I think we complicated ourselves a little bit, and we shot 
ourselves in the foot.” 

The Canadiens did that on Wednesday night in Ottawa — taking a rash 
of penalties to spoil a great 5-on-5 effort — and they did it again a night 
later by failing on three consecutive power plays before finally capitalizing 
on one in the third period and then falling over each other as Klingberg 
scored again after they tied the game 2-2 in the third. 

Cole Caufield, who scored both of Montreal’s goals to get to 18 on the 
season, was frustrated. 
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“I loved how we came back and competed,” he said, “but at the end of 
the day, it just wasn’t enough.” 

It’s going to get harder, with the Canadiens playing their last home game 
of 2022 on Saturday against the Tampa Bay Lightning before embarking 
on an eight-game road trip that’ll be split in two by the Christmas Break. 

And then there will still be more than half a season to play. 

Jake Allen, who made 27 saves on Thursday, is in his 10th season and 
knows well what it requires to settle into the pocket of a season and still 
play fresh and free. 

“It is tough,” he said. “You get all hot and horny at the start of the year. 
Every team does. You get piss and vinegar in your pants, you’re ready to 
rock, and then sometimes it does get a little bit stale.” 

Injuries hit — the Canadiens are currently without Brendan Gallagher, 
Sean Monahan, David Savard and Mike Matheson, and both their 
penalty kill and power play are suffering because of it — and energy can 
prove elusive.  

That the Canadiens’ passion hasn’t slipped at all to this point is a 
positive. 

“We’ve got a lot of youth here and a lot of enthusiasm,” he said. “That is 
something that Marty does try to preach every day — bringing 
enthusiasm to the rink. Whether we come off a couple of losses in a row, 
a couple wins in a row, we try to have that same mindset. I felt that’s 
been pretty consistent this year.” 

But that’s going to be tested a lot more over the coming weeks.  

St. Louis knew that would be the case early on, when his team shot out 
to an unexpectedly solid start and he said he wanted to see how it would 
respond to more normal NHL life as it came about.  

It’s here now, on Dec. 15, following a disappointing loss and ahead of 
mid-season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lowry answers the bell for injured Schmidt, sparks Jets to 
overtime victory 

 

Ken Wiebe | December 16, 2022, 12:06 AM7–9 minutes 

 

WINNIPEG — Adam Lowry knew precisely what needed to be done and 
was more than happy to take care of the assignment. 

It didn’t matter one bit that if the roles had been reversed, that Lowry 
admitted he would have finished the hit, most likely in a similar and 
devastating manner. 

The Winnipeg Jets alternate captain didn’t make a big scene or call 
attention to it, he simply asked linemate Morgan Barron to take the draw 
and he lined up beside Nashville Predators winger Tanner Jeannot and 
either tapped him on the shin pads or asked him if he would be willing to 
dance after the puck was dropped. 

Jets' Lowry drops gloves against Predators' Jeannot after Schmidt injury 

Jeannot obliged and the two heavyweight combatants through some big 
right hands — several of which connected squarely — riled up the crowd 
in what ultimately became a 2-1 overtime victory for the Jets on 
Thursday. 

“I don’t necessarily think it’s a dirty hit, or anything like that, but anytime 
you see a teammate go down on a hard check …But you want to defend 
your teammate, settle things down, get the focus back on playing,” said 

Lowry. “A lot of respect for Jeannot for answering the bell. He certainly 
doesn’t have to. You just want to show up for your teammates.” 

Jets defenceman Nate Schmidt was on the receiving end of a jarring hit 
from Predators forward Tanner Jeannot with 2:55 to go in the first period. 

Schmidt was carrying the puck behind the net in the defensive zone and 
just after he made a pass up the left-wing boards, Jeannot drilled him into 
the end boards. 

Although Jeannot made an effort to ensure his elbow stayed down, the 
force of the blow led to some head contact on the play, though the main 
point of contact appeared to be the body. 

Jets' Schmidt helped off ice after taking headshot vs. Predators 

No penalty was called on the play and neither Lowry or Jets head coach 
Rick Bowness said anything to suggest they thought the play in question 
crossed the line. 

“That’s hockey. He didn’t see him coming. He’s a big guy and Nate didn’t 
see him coming, clearly. He’s fending off one guy and another guy 
comes out of nowhere,” said Bowness. “It’s incredible leadership by 
Adam. What he did, you have to do that, especially in our rink. He’s a 
great teammate. Like we always say, (if) they take a run at one of us, 
they take a run at all of us and we’re all going to respond. Adam was the 
guy who responded.” 

Schmidt was ruled out for the remainder of the game during the 
intermission. Bowness said he was placed in concussion protocol, 
though the severity of his injury wasn’t fully known, and it was unclear 
whether or not without he would be available for the two-game road trip 
— which includes the Vancouver Canucks on Saturday and the Seattle 
Kraken on Sunday. 

However, on Friday morning the Jets placed Schmidt on injured reserve 
and recalled blue-liner Ville Heinola from the Manitoba Moose of the 
American Hockey League. 

Lowry’s contributions didn’t end there, as he delivered a drop pass to 
Jets left-winger Kyle Connor in overtime which resulted in an assist after 
Connor’s 11th shot on goal and 14th shot attempted made it through the 
pads of Juuse Saros and trickled over the goal line at 3:31 of the fourth 
period. 

“You had the feeling that eventually one of those is going to go in,” said 
Lowry. “Tonight, even in the last game, I feel like he had a lot of great 
looks. That’s great. Those goal-scorers, they do so much to generate 
those chances. They’re bound to go in. It’s nice to see him get rewarded. 
He’s been playing fantastic and generating a lot of those chances for us.” 

Not only did Jets defenceman Dylan DeMelo provide a solid evening of 
defence, he snapped an 86-game goal-scoring drought at 15:24 of the 
first period, jumping up in the play before diving to push in a loose puck 
during a four-on-four situation. 

“Obviously happy to contribute where I can,” said DeMelo, who hadn’t 
scored since a shorthanded marker against the Los Angeles Kings on 
Nov. 13 of 2021. “Happy to get that opportunity four on four. Got to get to 
that net-front, I guess. That’s where all the goals are scored. Happy to 
get one for us.” 

Predators goalie Juuse Saros made 39 saves and was the biggest 
reason the road team secured a single point, but ultimately the Jets stuck 
with it to ensure they’d avoid their first three-game losing skid of the 
season. 

“You want to go into the road, feeling good about your game,” said 
Lowry. “This is one we can, for the most part, be proud of. Liked the 
penalty kill, that’s a big response for us. You give up two in the third last 
game. We didn’t really give them a whole lot (Thursday). For the most 
part, we did a good job. 
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“To end that skid, it seems like all the teams in our division are finding 
ways to get points so to accumulate points and keep pushing is 
important.” 

The Jets require reinforcements on the blue line for the road trip, since 
they are already without defencemen Logan Stanley (left knee) and Kyle 
Capobianco, who missed the morning skate on Thursday with a 
suspected illness. 

The timing isn't optimal for Ville Heinola, who missed the past four 
American Hockey League games with an illness, but this is the type of 
opportunity to play that he's been longing for. 

Heinola has 10 assists in 13 AHL games this season to go along with 
suiting up in two contests for the Jets. 

The Jets also lost veteran winger Blake Wheeler momentarily to a lower-
body injury after he appeared to take a puck to the nether regions with 
8:04 to go in the second period. 

Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey unloaded a shot from the point during a 
power play that was tipped by Pierre-Luc Dubois and caught Wheeler in 
a sensitive area. 

Wheeler, who has proven to have an extremely high pain threshold over 
the course of his career, was hunched over as he left the ice but he 
returned in the third period to finish the game. 

“He said he’s lucky he has three kids already,” said DeMelo. “He plays 
through so much that nobody knows about. To see him come back…I 
would like to say he was himself, I don’t know if he felt the same. He’s 
such a warrior for us and such a great leader for our group.” 

It was a special night for Winnipegger Cody Glass, who suited up for the 
first time in his hometown as an NHLer on Thursday and finished with 
three shots on goal and six shot attempts in 14:23 of ice time. 

Glass, chosen sixth overall in the first round by the Vegas Golden 
Knights in the 2017 NHL Draft, is finding his way in what is his fourth full 
professional season and nearly provided the game-winning goal during 
the third period but his shot was stopped by the left pad of Jets goalie 
Connor Hellebuyck, who finished with 25 saves to improve to 15-7-1 on 
the season. 

“It's been a tough road for him, for different reasons. One injury played a 
big part in it for him. It's been nice to see,” said Predators head coach 
John Hynes. “I think he's been really persistent. He's a good, young 
player. He's showing that he's got that kind of determination and mental 
toughness to make it. 

“He's got good speed, great offensive instincts. He's grown to be, at this 
level, competitive in puck battles and as a centre man, be able to 
understand and execute the defensive responsibilities in the defensive 
zone. So it's nice to see a young guy that's gone through some trials and 
tribulations, he's pushed through it and now he's earning a really good 
opportunity that he's getting now.” 
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TSN.CA / 'Pit bull' Stankoven sets tone for Canada with 'relentless' 
approach 

 

Mark Masters13–16 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the 2023 IIHF 
World Junior Championship, running Dec. 26-Jan. 5 in Halifax, N.S, and 
Moncton, N.B. Team Canada practised at the Garcelon Civic Centre in 
St. Stephen, N.B., on Friday. 

Caedan Bankier smiles when asked for his best story about Kamloops 
Blazers teammate Logan Stankoven.  

"During the COVID pause we lived together," the Surrey, B.C., native 
said. "I had a tough time finding training [facilities] back home so I moved 
in with Stanks for a month before the season. We were out on an outdoor 
rink and just skating around by ourselves and he didn't feel like he had 
done enough so we went golfing afterwards. It was about minus-10 out 
there and we went golfing. I was freezing and he was like, 'We got to 
keep going! We got to keep going!' I might've been a couple strokes 
ahead and that's how competitive he is. I was freezing cold." 

This is December in Kamloops.  

"The ball was bouncing an extra 30 feet when it hit the fairway," Bankier 
said. "It was insane." 

Did Stankoven win? 

"He beat me," Bankier said with a laugh. "My hands couldn't keep up. 
They were frozen solid." 

Stankoven, who projects to be Canada's second-line centre at the World 
Juniors, brings the same compete level on the ice.  

"It's second to none," said Seattle Thunderbirds winger Reid Schaefer. 
"He might be a smaller guy out there, but he'll give it 110 per cent every 
time he goes." 

Stankoven stands 5-foot-8, 170 pounds, which makes him Team 
Canada's shortest and lightest player. But the Dallas Stars prospect, a 
second-round pick in 2021, doesn't give an inch on the ice.  

"It's just been something that I've had from a young age," Stankoven 
said. "I've always been the smaller guy my whole life. For me it just takes 
a little extra effort and extra work ethic that I try to bring to each game 
and each shift."  

Stankoven studies how Tampa Bay's Brayden Point, Montreal's Cole 
Caufield and Boston's Brad Marchand have success as undersized 
players in the National Hockey League.  

"They all put themselves in good spots," Stankoven observes. "Never in 
dangerous areas where you can get hit hard. They got the skill-set to be 
great players, but I notice their separation from players and how they can 
put themselves in the right position to score and make plays."  

Stankoven, the Canadian Hockey League player of the year last season, 
made a statement in Canada's first practice on Wednesday by going toe-
to-toe with the team's big blueliners in battle drills.  

"I know he's a smaller guy, but you wouldn't know it with how hard he 
competes," said 6-foot-4 Mississauga Steelheads captain Ethan Del 
Mastro, who is Canada's heaviest defenceman at 206 pounds. "He 
comes at your knees and your hips hard." 

"He was just giving it to the bigger defenceman and it was awesome," 
Schaefer said with a chuckle. "He's just hard to contain. He's a fast guy 
and has lots of energy to his game. It's hard to contain with all his 
cutbacks. He's pretty shifty and he's got a heck of a shot too." 

At Canada's training camp last December, Mason McTavish dubbed 
Stankoven "a little bowling ball" after they got put together on a line in 
practice.  

"I don't think people realize just how strong he is," said Bankier. "When 
he gets in a battle, he's pretty hard to knock off. When we do board 
battles in practice not many people want to go up against him because 
he's kind of a pit bull." 

Stankoven is the type of guy who sets the tone and raises the intensity of 
the group.  

"He's relentless on the puck and his game is relentless all over," said 
Canada assistant coach Brent Kisio, who runs the bench for the 
Lethbridge Hurricanes.  
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"He drives me crazy," said Bankier. "I don't want to go against him 
because he's going to be slashing and he's going to be working, but it's 
awesome. It raises your compete and you want to match him and do the 
exact same thing."  

After a slow start at the summer World Juniors, Stankoven got rolling with 
three goals and three assists in the final three games. And he made the 
play to set up Kent Johnson for the winning goal in overtime of the gold-
medal game.  

"It's something that's going to stick with me for the rest of my life," the 19-
year-old from Kamloops, B.C., said. "That whole moment was kind of a 
blur. As soon as Kent put that puck in the net, I was kind of being tackled 
to the ice. It almost felt as if the ice was shaking, because it was so loud." 

Every so often, Stankoven finds himself flashing back to that moment.  

"It excites me especially for this next tournament coming up," he said. 
"That feeling is like no other. I've been through it now and know what it 
takes to win gold. I can help the guys in the room and hopefully bring 
back another gold medal."  
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Canada's 'pitbull': 5-foot-8 Stankoven doesn't give an inch on the ice 

Team Canada is expected to name its leadership group before Monday. 
Logan Stankoven is a leading contender to wear a letter, the Kamloops 
centre was one of Canada's top three players at the summer World 
Juniors and assisted on Kent Johnson's golden goal. As Mark Masters 
reports, Stankoven is already to setting the tone as Canada seeks to 
defend its title. 

After working on their own as five-man groups earlier in the week, 
Canada's power-play units saw their first action against penalty killers on 
Friday.  

"We talked a lot about not getting frustrated," said Kisio, who oversees 
the units. "We have great players and they're highly skilled. Our units 
want to score every time and that's the mentality that they have, but we 
have a good penalty kill as well. It was a good learning experience for us 
to stay with it." 

The top unit features Olen Zellweger up top, Connor Bedard and Dylan 
Guenther on the flanks, Shane Wright in the middle and Brennan 
Othmann in front of the net. The second group has Kevin Korchinski as 
the quarterback, Adam Fantilli and Brandt Clarke on the flanks, 
Stankoven in the middle and Nathan Gaucher in front of the net.  

"We have a lot of skill, but pucks have to get to the net," stressed Kisio. 
"If we stay on the perimeter and move it around the outside it's going to 
be tough to score goals. So, trying to get pucks inside and get traffic 
around the net. We have great shooters so if we have a chance to shoot 
the puck, put it on net." 

Wright, like most of Canada's forwards, usually plays on the flank. He 
plans to Watch video of Tampa's Point and Boston's Patrice Bergeron to 
prepare for the new role.  

"I'm totally fine with it," the Seattle Kraken centre said. "It's not something 
I have a whole lot of experience with, but that's what happens here at 
Hockey Canada events. You have to get used to playing different 
positions. I have some pretty good players around me there. We're all 
talented and will be able to read and react off each other." 

"Your bumper spot has to be a smart player," Kisio explained. "It has to 
be someone who can distribute the puck well and can read plays. Usually 
it's one of your smartest players on the ice. With Wrighter in the middle it 
gives us a lot of options to move pucks. We started this way. Who knows 
where we'll end up at the end of the tournament, but for our first look 
today we really liked it." 

Stankoven spent some time in the bumper spot during training camp in 
Dallas.  

"I'm kind of familiar with the spot a bit more," he said. "I like that spot. It's 
about supporting every single guy. You're moving around and making 
plays and if you get a chance to rip it in the middle there it's a pretty high-
danger scoring chance. So, hopefully I bury a few there." 

The second unit features two defencemen. Clarke doesn't have much 
experience on the flank, but is familiar with that area of the ice.  

"Oftentimes, I walk in from the blue line and I'm kind of in that situation 
where I pass through the seam or get a shot off or go back to the D at the 
top," the Los Angeles Kings defenceman said. "So, it's kind of the same 
situation as that. I feel comfortable." 

"Clarkey is real good coming downhill and Korchinski has had a lot of 
points in the CHL playing where he is," said Kisio. "It's just a starting 
point and today that unit looked really, really strong and was 
communicating well. We've been impressed with them so far." 

Canada converted on eight of 21 chances at the summer World Juniors 
(38.1 per cent) which ranked fourth in the tournament.  
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Canada Ice Chips: Wright in the middle of stacked top PP unit 

Team Canada held it's second practice since the roster cutdown, and 
many of the lines have started to take shape, including the two power 
play units. TSN's Mark Masters has more on the combinations, and who 
is going to be moving out of their normal spots. 

Assistant coach Stéphane Julien is preaching pressure when it comes to 
Canada's penalty kill.  

"Don't give them an inch," said Del Mastro of the mindset. "Stay on them 
and be on them. If they fumble the puck or their back is turned just get on 
them right away and don't let them breathe. It's a hard-nosed PK." 

"He wants us to be hard on pucks," said Bankier. "If we see a bobble, he 
wants us to go. He doesn't want us to be laidback. We want to be 
confident out there and be hard and fast." 

Canada's penalty killers seemed to get the better of the power-play units 
at practice.  

"I thought our forecheck looked really good," Bankier said. "I don't think 
they got too many clean entries off that so can't complain about 
that. Guys were blocking shots. It was a good day to be on the PK."  

Canada killed off 12 of 15 power plays in the summer World Juniors (80 
per cent), which ranked fourth overall.  

Edmonton native Schaefer soaked up every second he got at Oilers 
training camp.  

"It was a big eye opener," the 2022 first-round pick said. "I learned a lot 
from the older players like Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl and 
watching the way they handled themselves." 

What stood out about McDavid?  

"His speed, for sure," said Schaefer. "There's this one drill where you 
have to go down one-on-three on the defenders and he was the only guy 
getting shots on net by just splitting the D. It was pretty crazy ... My top-
end speed is pretty good. When I get going, I'm pretty fast, but those first 
three steps I need to work on." 

Watching Draisaitl up close was a humbling experience.  

"His backhand is probably better than my forehand," Schaefer said with a 
smile. "I want to use my backhand a little more so maybe I'll be practising 
that in the off-season. It's just the passes and picking up pucks." 

How's Schaefer's backhand now?  

"My shot's pretty good," he said. "My passing needs a little bit of work." 

Fresh off Oilers camp, Schaefer opened the Western Hockey League 
season with 10 goals in his first 10 games.  
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"Overall, the biggest thing I learned is what I have to do to be at the next 
level and play my pro game," he said. "Use my body to my advantage 
and use my shot to my advantage. Just getting into open areas, but also 
using my linemates and creating room for myself and them."  
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Lessons from McDavid, Draisaitl help Schaefer on road to World Juniors 

Edmonton prospect Reid Schaefer talks to TSN's Mark Masters about his 
takeaways from Oilers training camp and what he was able to learn from 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

Schaefer (6-foot-4, 219 pounds) and Bankier (6-foot-2, 190 pounds) have 
been lining up beside Vancouver Giants captain Zack Ostapchuk (6-foot-
3, 198 pounds) on an all-WHL fourth line.  

"It's a line that Canada can get excited about," said Kisio. "They're big 
bodies. They play a physical style. They'll bring the team energy. They 
can chip in offensively and they're strong defensively. I think it's going to 
be a line that, when they're playing physical, is really going to get the 
energy going in the building and is one Canada is going to be proud of." 

"We're all pretty big players and we all like to be physical," said Bankier. 
"It's exciting to know it's an all-Western line. It's pretty cool. We play 
against each other a lot so we know what each other is going do out 
there and we know our role. It's exciting to play a different role than what 
we do back home on our junior teams." 

This trio is already throwing around its weight in practice with Schaefer 
leading the charge.  

"He loves to hit," gushed Bankier. "I love that. You saw the hit on Del 
[Mastro] today. That was pretty crazy with how much space he created 
off that for us. He's a smart player and sees the game well."  

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Othmann - Wright - Bedard 

Fantilli - Stankoven - Guenther 

Dean - Gaucher - Roy 

Schaefer - Bankier - Ostapchuk 

Dach  

Del Mastro - Zellweger 

Allan - Clarke 

Korchinski - Matier 

Hinds 

Gaudreau 

Milic 

Power-play units at Friday's practice:  

QB: Zellweger  

Flanks: Guenther, Bedard  

Middle: Wright  

Net front: Othmann  

QB: Korchinski  

Flanks: Fantilli, Clarke 

Middle: Stankoven  

Net front: Gaucher  

Penalty-kill units at Friday's practice:  

Dach - Ostapchuk  

Bankier - Schaefer  

Dean - Roy  

Hinds - Del Mastro  

Allen - Matier  
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Cale Makar is the standard-bearer for the NHL’s younger generation. 

Makar is No. 1 in Craig Button’s ranking of the Top 50 U-24 NHL-
affiliated players and prospects who were 23 or younger as of the start of 
the NHL season Oct. 11. 

Since then, the Colorado superstar has turned 24 and reached 200 
career points faster than any defenceman in NHL history. 

Makar, who plays the game at breakneck speed, reached the milestone 
in 195 games, 12 fewer than any other blueliner. 

Teammate Nathan MacKinnon has famously said Makar could develop 
into the greatest defenceman ever. 

Button doesn’t share that perspective but sees Makar ending up as one 
of the all-time greatest by career’s end. 

“Makar has a brilliant future ahead of him,” says Button. “I think he could 
eventually be the third best defenceman behind Bobby Orr and Nicklas 
Lidstrom.” 

Orr won eight consecutive Norris Trophies and Lidstrom won a total of 
seven best defenceman honours. Makar won his first last year and 
doubled down by winning the Conn Smythe as playoff MVP with the 
Stanley Cup champions. 

Makar (6-20-26) is one of three players who earned AAA superstar status 
in Button’s grading – placing ahead of No. 2 Dallas left winger Jason 
Robertson (23-20-43) and No. 3 New Jersey centre Jack Hughes (16-19-
35). 

Robertson and Hughes lead a dazzling group of young Americans, with 
six of Button’s top 11 representing the stars and stripes. The others:  No. 
7 Dallas goalie Jake Oettinger, No. 9 Vancouver defenceman Quinn 
Hughes, No. 10 Ottawa left winger Brady Tkachuk and No. 11 Anaheim 
centre Trevor Zegras 

Montreal centre Nick Suzuki is No. 4 and the highest-ranked player from 
a Canadian team. The Canadiens and Ottawa Senators each have four 
players in the top 50, most among Canada-based clubs. 

The Canadiens are Suzuki, No. 15 left winger Cole Caufield, No. 28 
defenceman Kaiden Guhle and No. 39 left winger Juraj Slafkovsky. 

The Senators are Tkachuk, No. 17 centre Tim Stutzle, No. 26 
defenceman Jake Sanderson and No. 27 centre Josh Norris. 

Dallas has three representatives in the top 10: Robertson, Oettinger, and 
No. 8 defenceman Miro Heiskanen. Button ranked Dallas’s collection of 
U-24 players as best in the league. 
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Ten countries are represented in Button’s ranking. Canada, USA, 
Sweden, Finland, Germany, Russia, Switzerland, Czechia, Slovakia, and 
Austria. 

Three members of the Top 50 have turned 24 since season’s start: 
Makar, No. 6 Vancouver centre Elias Pettersson and No. 45 Edmonton 
goalie Stuart Skinner. 

TSN.CA LOADED: 12.17.2022 

 

 
 


