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Hurricanes’ happy homecoming continues with win over the Stars after Necas OT winner 

By Chip Alexander 

Martin Necas said he never felt tired Saturday. And it 
showed.  

With the Carolina Hurricanes in overtime against the Dallas 
Stars, the winger first fought for the puck in the Canes’ zone, 
then quickly pushed it up the left wing on the rush.  

Necas’ backhand pass found Andrei Svechnikov, whose 
backhander was stopped by goalie Scott Wedgewood. But 
Svechnikov kept the puck alive, centered it and Necas 
knocked in the winner at 2:19 of the OT as PNC Arena 
erupted. 

That came not long after Canes goalie Antti Raanta had 
made a scrambling save and stopped the clock. It allowed a 
very tired Jordan Staal, Brent Burns and Jaccob Slavin to 
make a change after a shift that lasted 1:53 — and left the 
three Canes exhausted — and brought a fresh Necas, 
Svechnikov and Brett Pesce on the ice.  

“It’s always hard at the end of the game like that,” Necas, 
who had his ninth multi-point game of the season, said of the 
long shift. “But the guys stuck with it and ‘Rants’ made a 
great save.” 

Svechnikov and Seth Jarvis both scored scintillating goals 
with drives to the net while Stefan Noesen and Teuvo 
Teravainen converted on power plays for the Canes (18-6-6), 
who extended their point streak to 10 games.  

After playing in seven straight games for Carolina, including 
six starts, rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov was given the night 
off and Raanta took over the net, finishing with 26 saves.  

Joe Pavelski and Jamie Benn had power-play goals for the 
Stars (18-8-6). Tyler Seguin and Jani Hakanpaa each scored 
even-strength goals in the third as Dallas rallied to tie it after 
the Jarvis goal made it 4-2. 

“We just kept playing,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“It didn’t matter. Whatever happened, it was ‘Just go play.’ 
Obviously we liked the win.” 

Takeaways from the game:  

▪ Teravainen has to be one relieved guy. As he played his 
20th game, he was still without a goal this season. No 
longer. He ripped a shot from low in the right circle on a 5-
on-3 power play in the second period, the puck going off 
Wedgewood’s left shoulder. His smile after the goal said it 
all. “It’s been while,” Teravainen said. “It was a nice pass to 
me and a lucky goal.”  

▪ Svechnikov came out of the penalty box in the first period 
like a force of nature, taking the puck and blowing down the 
right wing to whip a shot past Wedgewood for his 17th of the 
season. Let’s just say the power forward was running hot, on 
full power. “That’s what he can do, right?” Brind’Amour said. 
“Every team has these special players. There’s a reason 
they’re special and there’s not much you can do about it.” 

▪ Super play and goal by Jarvis in the third. No. 24 would not 
be denied, using his speed to get past Seguin on the left 
wing and his skill to beat Wedgewood, who appeared 
surprised the puck was in the net. “He’s developing into 
being a special player, too,” Brind’Amour said.  

▪ Noesen has good instincts around the net, especially on 
the power play. His deflection on a first-period power play 
gave the Canes their first goal and was his fourth power-play 
score this season. Noesen, who had 48 goals in the AHL last 
season, converted a penalty shot against Seattle on 
Thursday.  

▪ Coaches say it all the time: One way to stop the other 
team’s stars is make them work in their own zone. Few do it 
better than the Jordan Staal line, with Jesper Fast and 
Jordan Martinook. They started the game Saturday and 
spent the first minute in the Stars zone, making Roope Hintz, 
Jason Robertson and Pavelski work. 

▪ Svechnikov is the only player in the NHL to twice score on 
lacrosse-style moves, and he keeps trying to get his third 
“Svech.” He tried again Saturday in the first, but couldn’t 
quite load it up. He’ll keep trying.  

▪ An injured Sebastian Aho watched another game Saturday 
from the top level of PNC Arena. If you know Aho, he’s antsy 
to get back, and Brind’Amour said he did some skating 
Saturday as he recovers from a lower-body injury. There’s no 
one on the Canes more competitive than No. 20, so sitting 
has to be killing him. 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 18, 2022 

 

 
NHL future power rankings, take 2: Reacting to each team’s projected standing for 2025-
2026 

Earlier this week, The Athletic’s Corey Pronman and a group 
of seven panelists undertook the massive task of predicting 
the NHL’s standings for the 2025-26 season. They looked at 
five major factors in roster-building, scoring every team on 
each and weighting those scores to provide as objective and 
analytical of a catch-all estimate as possible of where each 
team is headed over the next three seasons. 

Of course, any exercise this speculative is going to produce 
second-guessing, and the hundreds of comments on the 
story didn’t disappoint. We wondered, though, what the 
second guesses were from the writers on our staff who know 
each team best. So to keep the conversation going, we 
asked for a reaction to each team’s future ranking. 

Before we get to their responses, a bit more on the process 
The Athletic used. The five factors, with weighting and who 
voted on each, were: 

Current NHL roster (45 percent): Voted by Dom Luszczyszyn 

U23 talent as of Sept. 15, 2022 (30 percent): Voted by Corey 
Pronman 

Ownership/market (12.5 percent): Voted by Mark Lazerus 
and Michael Russo 

Coaching/management (6.25 percent): Voted by Thomas 
Drance and Shayna Goldman 

Salary cap (6.25 percent): Voted by James Mirtle and 
Harman Dayal 

And here’s Pronman’s explanation of the weighting: “In 
determining the weighting, the current roster was given the 
lion’s share because the best predictor of whether a team will 
be good next season is whether they are good right now. In 
discussions with NHL executives, they emphasized that 
ownership is more important than the value that team 
executives themselves bring due to how much owners can 
influence the direction of a franchise and how long they tend 
to be around. NHL sources also emphasized that while cap 
space is important, there are ways to create cap space — in 
other words, this shouldn’t be valued too highly. 

“Good young players are no guarantee of future success. 
Buffalo has been near the top of my farm rankings for years, 
and Tampa/Boston near the bottom. Eventually there will be 
a changing of the guard though. Pittsburgh and Washington 
seem like franchises trending in the other direction, while 
New Jersey and Detroit are teams that are trending up or 
should trend up.” 

Here’s what we heard in response from The Athletic’s NHL 
staff. 

(Note: Click here for the original future power rankings. Full 
2025-26 projected standings are at the bottom of this article.) 

Anaheim Ducks 

Young core (U23) and prospects 8 

Roster 2 

Ownership and market 5.5 

Management and coaching 5 

Salary cap situation 6 

Total 4.68 

Rank: 22 

Second opinion: Overall, this is about right. You could make 
an argument that it will go a bit higher as general manager 
Pat Verbeek starts to work on the future roster and in 
anticipation of improvement from the young core of Trevor 
Zegras, Mason McTavish and Jamie Drysdale — to go with 
Troy Terry arriving as their best player. The cap situation 
won’t be as flush, though, as Zegras and Terry will get paid 
starting in 2023-24. But Verbeek and cap chief Jeff Solomon 
could manage it well as they seek to get better 
complementary pieces. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Young core (U23) and prospects 5 

Roster 1 

Ownership and market 3 

Management and coaching 2.5 

Salary cap situation 7 

Total 2.92 

Rank: 31 

Second opinion: Maybe a touch too low. Assuming the 
Coyotes get their building issues resolved, many of the 
prospects currently being stockpiled should be developing 
into NHL regulars in the next three years, so the upside for 
the organization — if it continues down this path — is high. 
It’s all a matter of timing. It feels as if the 2025-26 season 
should be when the team is turning a corner, though it may 
take another year or two beyond then to make a giant leap 
forward in the standings. Everything changes, too, if they 
happen to land Connor Bedard in the next draft. — Eric 
Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Young core (U23) and prospects 1 

Roster 9.5 

Ownership and market 7 
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Management and coaching 3.5 

Salary cap situation 6.75 

Total 6.10 

Rank: 12 

Second opinion: The Bruins’ biggest problem is the shallow 
depth of their prospect pool. Outside of Fabian Lysell and 
Mason Lohrei, they do not have any potential NHL impact 
players in their system. But their current high-end players, 
such as David Pastrnak and Charlie McAvoy, are good 
enough to keep the team in contention. At his current rate of 
production, it’s also possible that a 40-year-old Patrice 
Bergeron could still be in the NHL in 2025-26. — Fluto 
Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Young core (U23) and prospects 10 

Roster 4 

Ownership and market 5 

Management and coaching 6.5 

Salary cap situation 6.5 

Total 6.24 

Rank: 8 

Second opinion: This feels appropriately optimistic for the 
Sabres without getting too carried away. The Sabres have 
had young talent before, but what they’re getting out of Tage 
Thompson, Rasmus Dahlin and the line of JJ Peterka, Dylan 
Cozens and Jack Quinn gives them upside they haven’t had 
in years. Now general manager Kevyn Adams needs to show 
he can handle the next stage of the rebuild, which will 
include finding veterans to support the young talent, fixing 
the goalie situation and building a more consistent defensive 
group. But there’s no reason Buffalo shouldn’t be in the 
playoffs in the next few years. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Young core (U23) and prospects 2 

Roster 8 

Ownership and market 5.5 

Management and coaching 5.5 

Salary cap situation 3.75 

Total 5.47 

Rank: 15 

Second opinion: Even if the Flames don’t have the star 
power they previously had with Johnny Gaudreau and 
Matthew Tkachuk, there is a belief that their roster should be 
good enough to contend in the playoffs. But if this team can’t 
deliver, the future will look a lot bleaker, with a prospect 
cupboard that needs restocking and contracts that aren’t 
getting any easier to manage with increased salaries and 
little to no room to maneuver. — Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Young core (U23) and prospects 7 

Roster 9 

Ownership and market 4.5 

Management and coaching 8.5 

Salary cap situation 8 

Total 7.74 

Rank: 2 

Second opinion: I’m not sure I agree with Carolina being tied 
for the second-worst owner/market in the league. Yes, the 
fans disappeared when the team was bad for a decade, but 
they turn out when it matters. And I know the hockey world 
has been slow to accept Tom Dundon, but he’s an owner 
who has been willing to spend to the cap — and beyond — 
year after year. Otherwise, it’s hard to argue with what’s 
here. The Hurricanes are smart in their drafting and 
development, take a long view on their contract dealings and 
have a culture any team would envy. They belong near the 
top of the league. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Young core (U23) and prospects 4 

Roster 1 

Ownership and market 6.5 

Management and coaching 4 

Salary cap situation 6.25 

Total 3.10 

Rank: 30 

Second opinion: It’s hard to argue with the Blackhawks’ 
placement in the future rankings. They’re in the opening 
stages of their rebuild and may not be much further by the 
time the 2025-26 season arrives. Even if everything aligned 
perfectly and they had multiple top-five picks in upcoming 
drafts and their 2022 early-round draft picks panned out, it’s 
difficult to envision the Blackhawks turning the corner any 
sooner than five years from now. — Scott Powers 

Colorado Avalanche 

Young core (U23) and prospects 3 

Roster 9.5 

Ownership and market 6.5 

Management and coaching 9.5 

Salary cap situation 7 

Total 7.02 

Rank: 3 

Second opinion: This feels about right. Led by Nathan 
MacKinnon and Cale Makar, Colorado has as strong a core 
as anyone in the league, and the Joe Sakic and Chris 
MacFarland-led front office has a reputation as one of the 
savviest in hockey. The Avalanche did deplete their prospect 
pool to an extent to fuel the 2022 Stanley Cup run — with 
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Justin Barron, Drew Helleson, Conor Timmins and multiple 
draft picks shipped out to acquire contributors — but if 
someone like Jean-Luc Foudy hits and becomes a reliable 
middle-six player, Colorado will be in position for sustained 
success. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Young core (U23) and prospects 5 

Roster 2 

Ownership and market 4.5 

Management and coaching 5.5 

Salary cap situation 4 

Total 3.56 

Rank: 28 

Second opinion: Of course this is entirely speculative and 
subject to dramatic changes, but this ranking landed as a gut 
punch for the Blue Jackets. It suggests that the roster 
overhaul they began two seasons ago is all for naught, just a 
huge waste of time. It suggests that Columbus’ bright young 
prospects — Kent Johnson, Cole Sillinger, David Jiricek, etc. 
— won’t make any difference whatsoever by the time they 
reach their prime. Further, while the panel couldn’t guess at 
potential future draft picks, ranking this low does suggest that 
the Blue Jackets won’t receive a boon next summer from 
drafting Connor Bedard, one of the most ballyhooed 
prospects in years. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Young core (U23) and prospects 3 

Roster (23 and older) 8 

Ownership and market 6 

Management and coaching 5.5 

Salary cap situation 6.25 

Total 5.98 

Rank: 13 

Second opinion: The coaching and management score 
seems a bit low given how positive things have been with 
Jim Nill and Pete DeBoer. Nill has managed to avoid a 
rebuild on the fly and jumped from one competitive window 
to the next. The real thing that jumped out, though, is the 
wildly low U23 score, which I would disagree with. It was 
categorized as “Young core (U23) and prospects.” Miro 
Heiskanen, Jason Robertson and Jake Oettinger are all 23 
years old. Ty Dellandrea is 22, and Wyatt Johnston is 19. 
That’s just current NHL talent and doesn’t account for Mavrik 
Bourque (20), Thomas Harley (21), Riley Damiani (22) and, 
perhaps most significantly, Logan Stankoven (19). I think the 
Stars deserved a much higher score in that category. — 
Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Young core (U23) and prospects 8 

Roster 4 

Ownership and market 8 

Management and coaching 8.5 

Salary cap situation 7.25 

Total 6.18 

Rank: 10 

Second opinion: The future score exercise mainly highlights 
that the Red Wings still have some work to do before being a 
true contender. The strength of their U23 talent has them in 
the top 10 in this projection, but adding a couple more high-
level young pieces would go a long way to moving them from 
“playoff team” territory to being a true Cup threat within the 
next three years. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Young core (U23) and prospects 3 

Roster 7 

Ownership and market 5.5 

Management and coaching 2.5 

Salary cap situation 5.75 

Total 5.25 

Rank: 17 

Second opinion: This seems like a fair assessment. Though 
the salary cap is expected to rise considerably by the 2025-
26 season, the Oilers will have to offer Leon Draisaitl a hefty 
raise by that summer to stay in Edmonton. He’s one of the 
best bargains in the league right now. Connor McDavid will 
also be a season away from UFA status. Plus, big-ticket 
contracts to Evander Kane, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Zach 
Hyman, Darnell Nurse and Jack Campbell will undoubtedly 
look much worse. It’s uncertain if the man who signed all 
those players, general manager Ken Holland, will even be 
with the team by then. It’s not hard to see why the Oilers 
want to win within the next three years. — Daniel Nugent-
Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Young core (U23) and prospects 2 

Roster 9 

Ownership and market 6.5 

Management and coaching 5 

Salary cap situation 6.25 

Total 6.17 

Rank: 11 

Second opinion: The Panthers’ overall score and placement 
seems right; there’s plenty to like about what’s happening in 
South Florida, and outside the prospect pool, there are no 
glaring issues. Now, do I agree that they have a better 
owner/market than Raleigh and Buffalo, or one on par with 
Colorado? I do not. I’m also not sure they have a top-five 
roster. But overall, they’re in a better-than-average spot, and 
the score reflects that. — Sean Gentille 
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Los Angeles Kings 

Young core (U23) and prospects 5 

Roster 5 

Ownership and market 6.5 

Management and coaching 7 

Salary cap situation 5.75 

Total 5.36 

Rank: 16 

Second opinion: Maybe there are a couple of areas you can 
quibble with here, but my overall score would probably 
average out the same. The U23 score seems low, but there 
hasn’t been a breakout performer yet from the array of 
prospects the Kings have cobbled together in recent years. 
And while the Kings have been underperforming this season, 
they’ve got several established performers on the top half of 
the current roster who remain effective. Conversely, the cap 
score seems high, as they’re up against it this season and 
don’t have a ton to room for next with new contracts due for 
potential restricted free agents Mikey Andersen and Gabriel 
Vilardi, along with deciding whether to bring back franchise 
legend Jonathan Quick. Players like Vilardi, Quinton Byfield, 
Arthur Kaliyev and Brandt Clarke are critical to keeping that 
future bright. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Young core (U23) and prospects 6 

Roster 7 

Ownership and market 7 

Management and coaching 5 

Salary cap situation 6.25 

Total 6.53 

Rank: 7 

Second opinion: Agree. The Wild are going to come out of 
the dead money pain in three years with plenty of talent and 
lots of money to spend, plus a bold general manager who 
has been handcuffed previously and will be champing at the 
bit to make some noise. Expect Bill Guerin to swing for the 
fences down the pike, whether that means spending on 
unrestricted free agents or even going the unheard-of route 
of attempting offer sheets. In the meantime, their prospects 
should be just coming into their own in 2025. — Michael 
Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Young core (U23) and prospects 7 

Roster 2 

Ownership and market 8.5 

Management and coaching 6.5 

Salary cap situation 4.5 

Total 4.75 

Rank: 21 

Second opinion: While I don’t necessarily disagree with any 
individual score the Canadiens got, I do feel their deep and 
talented U23 group will allow them to overcome the cap and 
roster scores that are dragging down their overall ranking. 
The blue line, in particular, should look very good in 2025-26, 
with Kaiden Guhle and probably Logan Mailloux anchoring 
the top four, plus a unique player in Lane Hutson likely 
having an impact by then. It’s true they might be lacking a 
potential superstar in that U23 group, but the depth of very 
good to excellent players should allow them to outperform 
this projection. — Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators 

Young core (U23) and prospects 3 

Roster 5 

Ownership and market 6.5 

Management and coaching 2.5 

Salary cap situation 3 

Total 4.31  

Rank: 25 

Second opinion: If anything, I might drop the Preds a spot or 
two. But the analysis is spot on. This team has been a 
disappointment and has some good-but-aging players who 
can’t be moved, pointing toward a painful future. Recent high 
picks who should be in positions of prominence — Dante 
Fabbro, the waived Eeli Tolvanen, the AHL-bound Philip 
Tomasino — are not. Yaroslav Askarov and Luke 
Evangelista are exciting prospects, but that’s not nearly 
enough. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Young core (U23) and prospects 8 

Roster 9 

Ownership and market 5 

Management and coaching 6.50 

Salary cap situation 7.25 

Total 7.93 

Rank: 1 

Second opinion: I think the Devils’ score may be a bit high, 
and their current place in the standings has a lot to do with it. 
Coaching earns higher marks now because we’re seeing the 
difference a change in assistants can make. And the roster is 
good, with room to keep improving. The only question is cap, 
and that won’t be answered until Jesper Bratt is extended 
and Damon Severson is dealt with. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Young core (U23) and prospects 2 

Roster 5.5 

Ownership and market 6.5 

Management and coaching 3.5 
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Salary cap situation 4.25 

Total 4.37 

Rank: 23 

Second opinion: Considering the lack of elite-level talent in 
the system, combined with the Islanders being one of the 
older teams in the league right now, this doesn’t look wrong. 
The wild card, though, is Ilya Sorokin, who is establishing 
himself as one of the league’s best goaltenders. If he’s in his 
prime in 2025-26 — and he’ll be 30 years old — the 
Islanders could still be in the playoff conversation. — Kevin 
Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Young core (U23) and prospects 5 

Roster 7.5 

Ownership and market 9  

Management and coaching 6.5 

Salary cap situation 4.5 

Total 6.69 

Rank: 5 

Second opinion: By 2026, the Rangers’ young core will 
certainly have matured — and it could also look vastly 
different. Even with a rising cap the next few years, the 
Rangers’ five highest-paid forwards, all currently 29 or older, 
will still be under contract in 2025-26, plus Igor Shesterkin 
will presumably be in the first season of a massive deal. The 
future is bright, but maybe not exactly how we think it’ll look 
from here. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Young core (U23) and prospects 7 

Roster 4.5 

Ownership and market 6 

Management and coaching 4 

Salary cap situation 6.75 

Total 5.55 

Second opinion: I was a bit disappointed to see the Senators 
in the middle of the pack here, as were a lot of the team’s 
fans. I figured after several painful years of a rebuild, they 
would have found themselves sitting comfortably inside the 
top 10 in this exercise. I don’t think it’s unrealistic to 
anticipate Ottawa being a legitimate Stanley Cup contender 
by 2026. Pronman even wrote, “Ottawa’s young core is 
fantastic. Brady Tkachuk, Tim Stützle and Jake Sanderson 
are foundational pieces that can help turn this franchise 
around.” To me, that says the on-ice pieces are pretty much 
in place. And with a new ownership regime on the horizon, it 
stands to reason that Ottawa should be well-positioned to be 
a solid contender in the near future. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Young core (U23) and prospects 3 

Roster 2 

Ownership and market 7.5 

Management and coaching 3 

Salary cap situation 3.25 

Total 3.13 

Rank: 29 

Second opinion: It’s tough to quibble with too much of it. 
Some might argue that the Flyers’ ownership/market score is 
far too high, given the frustration level within the fan base 
with Comcast Spectacor, but long term, having an owner in a 
big market with basically an open checkbook that’s willing to 
give the front office a relatively free hand is a good thing — 
as long as that owner hires the right people in hockey 
operations. I will make the point that a few more top-five 
picks over the next couple of seasons would change the 
three-year outlook drastically, given the relative proximity of 
those types of players to the NHL, and the Flyers look like 
they very well could be on track for that type of infusion into 
their pipeline. But until it actually happens, this is a fair 
grade. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Young core (U23) and prospects 1 

Roster 7.5 

Ownership and market 7 

Management and coaching 2.5 

Salary cap situation 4.75 

Total 5.00 

Rank: 20 

Second opinion: Obviously, the NHL’s current oldest club 
probably doesn’t figure to have the brightest future three 
years from now. But we should also consider that the new 
owner, Fenway Sports Group, has no interest in the 
Penguins ever being a bottom-third franchise. The Penguins 
will continue to keep their picks to rebuild their system, but 
they’ll also look to spend in free agency — and Pittsburgh 
will always be a destination for star players the same way 
Los Angeles is in the NBA. — Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Young core (U23) and prospects 3 

Roster 2 

Ownership and market 6.5 

Management and coaching 1.5 

Salary cap situation 2.5 

Total 2.86 

Rank: 32 

Second opinion: This exercise does show how much work 
the Sharks have to do after three years of not making the 
playoffs but also not really trying to build for the future. The 
score that I’d disagree with is probably management/coach. 
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If the score is reflecting the previous administration’s 
decisions that landed San Jose here, it makes sense, but 
there are other staffs around who have been in charge for 
longer and not been successful that could be ranked lower. 
— Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Young core (U23) and prospects 3 

Roster 5.5 

Ownership and market 8 

Management and coaching 6 

Salary cap situation 5.25 

Total 5.08 

Rank: 19 

Second opinion: It makes total sense that the Kraken’s U23 
rank is this low because they’ve only had so much time to 
build their prospect pool. But I think the roster may be a bit 
underrated here. There’s a really good distribution of forward 
talent and some solid defenders. Obviously, they’re missing 
a star player or two, and that would slot everyone else more 
appropriately in their roles, but there’s strong depth in Seattle 
that will thrive with another big add or the development of a 
star. And the Kraken have the cap space to do it, which 
maybe deserves a little more credit too. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Young core (U23) and prospects 2 

Roster 4 

Ownership and market 7 

Management and coaching 5.5 

Salary cap situation 3.25 

Total 3.82 

Rank: 27 

Second opinion: The Blues’ score is spot on, and the panel 
did a great job assessing them. As we sit here today, there’s 
no other way to look at the team’s future a few years out. 
The ownership/market deserve to have the highest of the five 
scores, and the salary-cap situation and under-23 prospect 
pool should be the lowest. After years on top, the Blues were 
due to take a tumble, but falling into the bottom five is 
probably lower than many expected. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Young core (U23) and prospects 1 

Roster 8.5 

Ownership and market 10 

Management and coaching 8 

Salary cap situation 5.25 

Total 6.20 

Rank: 9 

Second opinion: This is a tough one. For me, it all depends 
on how much the salary cap goes up. The Lightning will still 
have a strong core in Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, Anthony Cirelli and Nick Paul under contract. 
That’ll make them competitive. And Steven Stamkos and 
Victor Hedman could sign another contract, too. The key will 
be their depth. The prospect pool isn’t very deep, so they’ll 
need some picks to produce or more savvy signings with an 
increased cap. But either way, again, they should be a top-
10 team with this core. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Young core (U23) and prospects 3 

Roster 9.50 

Ownership and market 8 

Management and coaching 6 

Salary cap situation 6.75 

Total 6.97 

Rank: 4 

 

Second opinion: The score seems about right, though it’s so 
hard to peer too far into the future without knowing what 
happens to the Leafs next spring. A lot — including the future 
of general manager Kyle Dubas and what becomes of the 
core of the roster — will hinge on whether the Leafs make 
gains in the postseason. I would add that the score for 
management/coaching feels a touch low. I get that the Leafs 
haven’t advanced in the playoffs — a big deal!! — but 
they’ve also produced monster regular seasons, which is 
partly a product of good coaching and management. — 
Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Young core (U23) and prospects 4 

Roster 4.5 

Ownership and market 6 

Management and coaching 2 

Salary cap situation 3.5 

Total 4.32 

Rank: 24 

Second opinion: Two out of 10 seems low for the Canucks’ 
management/coaching staff, but otherwise the scores look 
pretty fair. The biggest question for the Canucks over the 
next few seasons will be what direction they commit to. If 
Vancouver proficiently executes a retool that prioritizes short-
term competitiveness, it might end up closer to league 
average, although that would pretty much be the ceiling. If 
the Canucks embrace more of a tear-it-down rebuild, then 
the pain will last longer but it will yield a brighter long-term 
future. In either case, it’s very difficult to see how the 
Canucks will be a top-10 team within three years, which this 
exercise fairly captures. — Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 
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Young core (U23) and prospects 3 

Roster 8.5 

Ownership and market 10 

Management and coaching 6 

Salary cap situation 5.25 

Total 6.68 

Rank: 6 

Second opinion: This score might be slightly optimistic 
considering the age of some of the Golden Knights’ key 
players and the lack of blue-chip prospects in the pipeline. 
Vegas was built to win now, and doing so has emptied the 
prospect cupboard for the most part. However, there’s one 
dynamic that could change this and I believe it’s accounted 
for in the “ownership and market” and “management” 
categories. Vegas is an attractive destination for players, and 
the Golden Knights have the right owner and management to 
take advantage of it. Would it surprise anyone if Vegas 
acquires another elite player in the next three years who 
drastically shifts current projections? — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Young core (U23) and prospects 2 

Roster 4.5 

Ownership and market 8 

Management and coaching 4.5 

Salary cap situation 4 

Total 4.16 

Rank: 26 

Second opinion: A 4.16? As is in, higher than only six 
teams? That seems pessimistic, even for a franchise with an 
aging core and one potential game-changer in the prospect 

pool (2022 first-rounder Ivan Miroshnichenko). Big hurdles, 
indeed. But owner Ted Leonsis has a couple of reasons to 
keep spending to the cap: 1) Alex Ovechkin’s pursuit of 
Wayne Gretzky will require a good supporting cast, and 2) 
D.C. fans can be fickle and a big drop-off could put a dent in 
what’s been a strong business. I’m not saying Ovechkin will 
be the centerpiece of another Cup contender, but I suspect 
Leonsis and Co. will aggressively use free agency and 
trades to keep the club on the periphery of the playoffs. — 
Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Young core (U23) and prospects 3 

Roster 6.5 

Ownership and market 5.5 

Management and coaching 3 

Salary cap situation 7.75 

Total 5.18 

Rank: 18 

Second opinion: Projecting the Jets into 2025-26 is a fool’s 
errand right now. Yes, we should absolutely be trying to 
figure them out, but Winnipeg’s future is even cloudier than 
that of most teams. We don’t know who will play goaltender 
for those Jets, let alone who will coach them or who either of 
their top two centers will be. Rick Bowness’ contract is two 
years plus a club option. He’ll be gone. Connor Hellebuyck, 
Mark Scheifele and Blake Wheeler are scheduled to be 
UFAs in 2024. Pierre-Luc Dubois could very easily join them. 
Believe that every Jets prospect will achieve star status? 
Great, bet on better than what we’ve projected here. Believe 
that Winnipeg will take a scorched earth approach to the 
post-2024 window? Bet on much worse. For me, it’s too soon 
to tell. Put wide error bars on our 18th-place bet. — Murat 
Ates 
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Necas gets OT winner to extend Hurricanes’ point streak to 10 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The looks on the faces of Hurricanes Jordan 
Staal, Jaccob Slavin and Brent Burns expressed both 
survival and relief. After starting overtime, the trio was on the 
ice for 1:53, gradually slowing as they huffed, puffed and 
chased the Stars around the ice while trying to get 
possession. 

Goalie Antti Raanta finally got a whistle, and the OT starters’ 
sacrifice was rewarded. 

Martin Necas picked the puck up in the defensive zone and 
pulled away from Dallas captain Jamie Benn. Andrei 
Svechnikov joined him to make it a 2-on-1 and got off a 
backhand that Stars goalie Scott Wedgewood (33 saves) 
stopped. 

But Svechnikov retrieved the rebound behind the net and 
passed the puck in front to Necas, who got enough on it to 
power it through a Miro Heiskanen block and into the net for 
a 5-4 Carolina win in front of a sellout crowd Saturday at 
PNC Arena. 

“There was a little back pressure, so there was not much 
time for making a play,” Necas said. “But I saw Svech there 
and gave it to him. Kind of a bad pass, but he got a shot out 
of it and made a great play back to me.” 

The overtime goal improved the Hurricanes to 8-0-2 in their 
last 10 games and salvaged a second point after the Stars 
erased a two-goal deficit in the third period. 

Seth Jarvis seemed to put the game away early in the third 
period when he drove to the net against three Stars and 
found a way to get the puck past Wedgewood for his sixth 
goal of the season at 2:44 of the final frame. 

But the Stars fought their way back into it. 

First, Tyler Seguin became the third Dallas player to score 
on a redirection when he tipped defenseman Colin Miller’s 
point shot past Raanta (26 saves) to cut the lead to one at 
9:05 of the third. 

Then the Stars’ top line had its best shift of the night, and 
Jason Robertson picked up his third assist when he fed 
former Hurricanes defenseman Jani Hakanpaa for a shot in 
the slot that trickled through Raanta’s pads to tie the game 
less than two minutes after the Seguin goal. 

“In the third, it wasn’t like we were playing poorly,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It’s just a couple 
weird ones. They got one nice one, the (tying goal) … and 
they’re elite at tipping pucks.” 

After 13 penalties were called in the first two periods, the 
whistles were put away for the third, and both teams had 
chances to go ahead in the final minutes but settled for 
overtime. 

Then came the equivalent of hell week wrapped in a 113-
second overtime bow. 

“They gutted it out,” Brind’Amour said of Staal, Slavin and 
Burns at the start of overtime. “We gave up a couple little 
chances, but at least it wasn’t the disastrous meltdown out 
there it could’ve been.” 

That opened the door for Necas, who now has 13 goals in 30 
games after scoring 14 in a combined 92 regular season and 
playoff games last season. 

“He’s always around it,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously, that’s 
a big goal.” 

The first 40 minutes were full of penalties, power plays and 
goals. 

Carolina got the game’s first power play and needed just five 
seconds to score. The Hurricanes won the puck back to 
Burns, who worked the puck to Teuvo Teravainen at the left 
circle. Teravainen’s wrist shot was redirected in the high slot 
by Stefan Noesen for his fifth goal of the season and a 1-0 at 
6:20 of the opening period. 

After killing off Dallas’ second power play opportunity 
Carolina had a follow-up shift that led to its second goal. 
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Svechnikov came out of the penalty box after serving a 
tripping penalty and blitzed up the right wing, weaving past 
the Stars’ defense and firing a wrist shot from the right circle 
that cleanly beat Wedgewood to give the Hurricanes a 2-0 
lead at 17:03 of the first. 

“That’s what he can do, right?” Brind’Amour said. 

But Dallas got to work erasing a two-goal deficit for the first 
of two times after that. 

The Stars scored on the power play when Joe Pavelski 
tipped a Robertson shot in front to make it 2-1 with 82 
seconds left in the opening 20. 

Then after a 5-on-3 power play ended early in the second 
period, the Stars scored again at 5-on-4, this time with Benn 
redirecting a shot past Raanta to tie the game at 5:38 of the 
middle frame. 

The Hurricanes then got a two-man advantage of their own 
and scored at 5-on-3 for the first time since the 2020-21 
season. 

Burns fed across to Necas, who passed on a one-timer and 
instead went across the ice to Teravainen. Teravainen 

quickly settled the puck and shot it off Wedgewood’s 
shoulder and in for his first goal of the year and to give 
Carolina a 3-2 lead. 

“We were just running our plays,” Tervainen said. “I had the 
puck a lot there. I just tried to find the open guys, really, and 
had a couple good looks. (Necas) made a nice pass to me 
and I got a lucky goal.” 

Brind’Amour added: “He needed it just for his confidence.” 

The Hurricanes will now have a chance to tie for first in the 
Metropolitan Division when they face the Penguins on 
Sunday. The first-place Devils lost Saturday, their 31st game 
of the season, and a Carolina win in their 31st game against 
Pittsburgh would tie the team with New Jersey at 44 points. 

Notes: Carolina defenseman Jalen Chatfield registered his 
first point of the season, picking up a primary assist on 
Svechnikov’s first-period goal. … The win was Don 
Waddell’s 500th as an NHL general manager. … Necas had 
a career-high eight shots on goal. His previous high was six, 
which he had twice this season and five times in his career. 
… Necas has nine multipoint games this season, topping the 
eight he had in 2021-22. 
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Recap: Canes Move Point Streak To 10 With Overtime Win Over Stars 

Necas nets the overtime winner for Carolina; Raanta wins 
first start since December 1 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Martin Necas played hero for the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Saturday, scoring the game-winning goal and 
giving his team a 5-4 win over the Dallas Stars. 

The Story 

Winners of their last three coming in, the Canes once again 
utilized a strong start to the contest to propel themselves to 
the game's first goal. 

On the opening power play of the night it took just four 
seconds for Carolina to beat Scott Wedgewood, who was 
making his 11th start of the year for Dallas. Martin Necas 
won the offensive zone draw and after Brent Burns worked 
the puck to Teuvo Teravainen, Stefan Noesen was waiting at 
the net front to redirect home his second marker in as many 
games. 

As special teams began to develop into a storyline for the 
evening, the game's second goal of the night came just 16 
seconds after a successful penalty kill for the home team. 
Coming out of the penalty box after a tripping call against 
him, Andrei Svechnikov received a pass in his own end from 
Jalen Chatfield. #37 then went the length of the ice, inside-
outing a would-be Stars defender at neutral ice before 
showcasing his world-class release. 

Although a 2-0 lead felt inspiring to begin the affair, Dallas 
was able to wash it away with a late-first period power play 
goal and then another on the man advantage early in the 
second. Both came by way of redirections, leaving very little 
Antti Raanta could do to keep them out. 

Fortunately, Carolina was able to respond with a power play 
goal of their own and reclaim their lead before the middle 
period came to a close. Teravainen's first of the year came 
by way of a beautiful shot from the glove-side corner to 
Wedgewood, ricocheting off of his shoulder and in. 

The Canes then reclaimed their two-goal lead to start the 
third courtesy of Seth Jarvis and it felt as if the home team 
could ride their second scoring wave to the finish line. 

Dallas had other plans once again. 

Tyler Seguin and former Hurricane Jani Hakanpaa scored 
just 1:32 apart inside the final 11 minutes to bring the contest 
to 4-4, sending Carolina to their league-leading 11th 
overtime. 

Despite being pinned in their own end for nearly the entire 
first two minutes of overtime, the Canes were able to close 
the book when play finally went the other way. A two-on-one 
attempt between Martin Necas and Svechnikov went wide, 
but Svechnikov was able to get his own rebound and center 
a feed for Necas in the slot. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his assessment of the contest... 

"I thought we came out really well. I liked our start. In the 
third it wasn't that we were playing poorly, it was just a 
couple of weird ones [against]. They got one nice one to tie 
it... but it was a couple of weird ones. They're elite at tipping 
pucks. They've got the best guys in the world at it and they 
got a couple on the power play that way. Not much you can 
do about it. I liked that we just kept playing. Whatever 
happened, we just kept playing. Obviously, I like the win and 
that's the most important thing.” 

Brind'Amour continuing on the performance of Antti Raanta, 
who earned a 26-save win in net... 

"I liked his game. What're you going to do on [the tips]? 
There's nothing you can do. In overtime, he had to make the 
one save and he kept it out of the net. You need to make the 
big saves at the right times and we did." 

Jaccob Slavin offering his thoughts on the team continuing to 
stack up points after their six-game road trip... 

"The thing is not taking a breath. You get into a rhythm on 
the road and we needed to make sure we were coming 
home and still playing the same way. Guys are stringing 
together wins here, which is great. We're getting great 
goaltending which is huge. Special teams are playing well, 
especially the power play. That's big for us. We just have to 
keep going, keep working hard and playing our game." 
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Bonus Notes 

The win gives Canes General Manager Don Waddell his 
500th as an NHL General Manager. Since taking over in May 
of 2018 he has led the franchise to a record of 192-92-34. He 
is the fourth Canes/Whalers GM to reach the milestone. 

The ten-game point streak is just the eighth in Canes 
franchise history and the third since 2017. 

Martin Necas had a season-high eight shots on goal tonight. 

Necas, Svechnikov, and Brent Burns all had multi-point 
contests for the Canes. 

Jalen Chatfield earned his first assist of the season on 
Svechnikov's goal. 

There were 13 minor penalties called in the first two periods 
of tonight's game. 

Antti Raanta extends his record to 5-2-2 with the win. 

The Canes move to 18-6-6 with the victory. 

What's Next? 

The team will return to game action tomorrow, hosting the 
Pittsburgh Penguins at 5 p.m.

 

 

Necas, Hurricanes extend point streak to 10, defeat Stars in OT 

Forward wins it at 2:19; Robertson has three assists for 
Dallas 
 
By Kurt Dusterberg 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. -- Martin Necas scored at 2:19 of overtime, 
and the Carolina Hurricanes extended their point streak to 10 
games in a 5-4 win against the Dallas Stars at PNC Arena on 
Saturday. 
 
Andrei Svechnikov couldn't convert on a backhand feed from 
Necas, but Svechnikov gathered the rebound and passed 
back to Necas for the netfront tap-in. 
 
"We came straight down the ice 2-on-1 with a little back 
pressure, so there was not much time for making a play," 
Necas said. "He made a great play back to me. It kind of 
bounced over [Dallas defenseman Miro] Heiskanen's stick 
and went in." 
 
Teuvo Teravainen and Svechnikov each had a goal and an 
assist, and Antti Raanta made 26 saves for the Hurricanes 
(18-6-6), who are 8-0-2 during the streak. Brent Burns had 
two assists. 
 
"Obviously we have some steady pieces in there that [have 
provided] consistent play," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 

said. "The guys really work hard. At the end of the day, they 
take pride in what they're doing. It shows." 
 
Joe Pavelski and Jamie Benn each scored, and Jason 
Robertson had three assists for the Stars (18-8-6). Scott 
Wedgewood made 33 saves. 
 
Teravainen scored on a 5-on-3 at 13:54 of the second period 
to give the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead when he settled a one-
touch cross-ice pass from Necas and scored short side off 
Wedgewood's shoulder. The goal was Teravainen's first of 
the season. 
 
"'Nechy' made a nice pass and I got a lucky goal," 
Teravainen said. "Usually it's good to shoot it right away and 
just try to get it up." 
 
Seth Jarvis extended it to 4-2 at 2:44 of the third period when 
he cut to the net on his backhand and scored five-hole. 
 
Tyler Seguin cut it to 4-3 at 9:05, redirecting Colin Miller's 
shot from the right point. 
 
"You get guys stepping up, keeping some pressure on," 
Pavelski said. "There's no letdown. 'Segs' gets a big goal off 
the draw and gives us life. We just keep going." 
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Jani Hakanpaa tied it 4-4 at 10:47 by one-timing a pass from 
Robertson that trickled between Raanta's pads. 
 
"We just have that confidence that we've done it before," 
Hakanpaa said. "We just keep going and trust our game and 
trust ourselves to get one." 
 
Stefan Noesen put the Hurricanes ahead 1-0 at 6:20 when 
he tipped Teravainen's wrist shot for a power-play goal. 
 
Svechnikov made it 2-0 at 17:03, skating the puck from 
Carolina's blue line and firing a wrist shot from the right face-
off circle. 
 
Pavelski's power-play goal made it 2-1 at 18:38 after he 
tipped Robertson's shot in front of the net. 

 
Benn tied it 2-2 at 5:38 of the second, redirecting Miro 
Heiskanen's shot on the power play. 
 
"Big point, down 4-2 in the third, quite a bit of adversity all 
night," Dallas coach Peter DeBoer said. "I've been happy 
with the group." 
 
NOTES: Pavelski played his 1,200th NHL game. … 
Robertson has 14 points (two goals, 12 assists) in nine 
games against Carolina. … Benn tied Brian Bellows for 
second on the Stars/Minnesota North Stars franchise goal 
list with 342. Mike Modano leads with 577. … Necas had a 
career-high eight shots on goal. His overtime goal was the 
fourth of his career. 

 

 

Necas’ OT goal lifts Hurricanes past Stars

By Bob Sutton 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Martin Necas scored 2:19 into 
overtime and the Carolina Hurricanes stretched their point 
streak to 10 games, topping the Dallas Stars 5-4 on Saturday 
night. 
 
Stefan Noesen, Andrei Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen and 
Seth Jarvis scored for the Hurricanes, who won their fourth 
straight game. Brent Burns had two assists, and Antti Raanta 
made 26 saves in his first outing since Dec. 1. 
 
The Stars had possession for most of the first two minutes of 
overtime before Necas took the puck almost the length of the 
ice. Svechnikov collected a rebound and fed Necas for his 
13th goal of the season. 
 
“He made a great play back to me,” Necas said. 
 
Joe Pavelski and Jamie Benn scored power-play goals for 
Dallas, and Tyler Seguin and Jani Hakanpaa added third-
period goals. Jason Robertson had three assists, and Scott 
Wedgewood stopped 33 shots. 
 
“A big point, down 4-2 in the third,” Stars coach Pete DeBoer 
said. “Quite a bit of adversity all night.” 
 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said his team seemed 
unfazed by the Stars’ ability to twice wipe out two-goal leads. 
 
“I liked that we just kept playing, whatever happened,” he 
said. 
 
Noesen and Svechnikov had the game’s first two goals, with 
Svechnikov notching his team-leading 17th. Dallas countered 

after Carolina’s second goal, with Pavelski tipping one home 
just 95 seconds later. 
NHL 
Florida visits Boston after Reinhart's 2-goal game 
Senators visit the Wild after Batherson's 2-goal game 
Blues visit the Canucks after Kyrou's 2-goal game 
Capitals host the Red Wings after Gustafsson's hat trick 
 
Benn gave the Stars just their fourth power-play goal in an 
eight-game stretch, tying it at 2 at 5:38 of the second. 
 
“This team has been able to find that spark at times,” 
Pavelski said. 
 
Teravainen had just one assist in the past five games since 
returning to the lineup after missing 10 games with an injury. 
He assisted on Saturday’s first goal and put the Hurricanes 
ahead 3-2 at 13:54 of the second, with his first goal of the 
season coming on a 5-on-3 power play. 
 
“He needed it,” Brind’Amour said. “Just for his own 
confidence.” 
 
Seguin and Hakanpaa, a former Carolina defenseman, 
scored in a 1-minute, 42-second span of the third period to 
tie the game with 9:13 to play in regulation. 
 
TIP DRILL 
 
Three of Dallas’ goals came on redirections, something that 
left Brind’Amour saying there wasn’t much defense for those. 
The Stars realized they had to be creative. 
 
“In tight games playing against good teams, you’ve got to 
find a way to get free and get your stick on it,” Pavelski said. 
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RAANTA READY 
 
Raanta played a complete game for the first time since Nov. 
26, when he last registered a victory. He covered the puck 
on a Dallas scoring chance in overtime and received a good 
review from Brind’Amour despite the Hurricanes 
surrendering four goals in regulation for just the second time 
during a 10-game span. 
 
“You need to make the saves at the right time, and he did,” 
Brind’Amour said. 
 
ICE MATTERS 
 

It’s the first time Svechnikov has scored in consecutive 
games since had five goals combined in games on Oct. 17 
and 20. ... Defenseman Jalen Chatfield’s assist on 
Svechnikov’s goal gave him his first point of the season. He 
was one of two NHL skaters without a point through at least 
29 games played this season. ... Pavelski played in his 
1,200th game. He’s third among active U.S.-born skaters in 
games played behind Phil Kessel (1,236) and Ryan Sutter 
(1,312). 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Stars: At Columbus on Monday. 
 
Hurricanes: Home vs. Pittsburgh on Sunday

Hurricanes host the Penguins after overtime victory

Pittsburgh Penguins (18-8-4, third in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (18-6-6, second in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Sunday, 5 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK NHL LINE: Hurricanes -124, 
Penguins +104; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes host the Pittsburgh 
Penguins after the Hurricanes knocked off the Dallas Stars 
5-4 in overtime. 

Carolina has an 18-6-6 record overall and a 5-1-0 record in 
Metropolitan Division games. The Hurricanes have a 15-1-2 
record when scoring three or more goals. 

Pittsburgh is 4-0-1 against the Metropolitan Division and 18-
8-4 overall. The Penguins are 8-3-1 in games they have 
fewer penalties than their opponent. 

The teams meet Sunday for the fifth time this season. The 
Hurricanes won the previous matchup 3-2 in overtime. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 11 goals and 16 
assists for the Hurricanes. Martin Necas has four goals and 
three assists over the past 10 games. 

Evgeni Malkin has 10 goals and 21 assists for the Penguins. 
Sidney Crosby has seven goals and six assists over the last 
10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 8-0-2, averaging 3.3 goals, 
five assists, 3.6 penalties and 7.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.3 goals per game. 

Penguins: 8-1-1, averaging 3.4 goals, 6.3 assists, 3.4 
penalties and 7.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.1 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), 
Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Sebastian Aho: day to day (lower body), Max 
Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Penguins: Evgeni Malkin: day to day (knee), Jeff Petry: out 
(upper-body), Jason Zucker: out (lower-body). 
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Wolves Cruise Past Griffins 5-1 

ROSEMONT, Ill.—The Chicago Wolves snapped their four-
game losing skid in a big way Saturday night, routing the 
Grand Rapids Griffins 5-1 at Allstate Arena. 

Ryan Suzuki scored two goals, Josh Melnick and Malte 
Stromwall each had a goal and an assist and Logan Lambdin 
scored on a penalty shot to lift the Wolves over the Griffins in 
the first of 10 meetings between the Central Division rivals 
this season. 

“It was a complete game for sure,” Wolves coach Brock 
Sheahan said. “It was just nice to see us play the way we’re 
supposed to play. When we do it all the time—which is what 
we’ve been talking about—we get the result.” 

After a scoreless first period, Grand Rapids opening the 
scoring early in the second when Dominik Shine lit the lamp. 

It was all Wolves after that. 

The defending Calder Cup champions tied it when Melnick 
notched his fourth goal of the season. Teammate Alexander 
Pashin won a corner puck battle with two Griffins players and 
controlled the puck before feeding Melnick, who beat Grand 
Rapids goaltender Victor Brattstrom from between the rings 
with a shot to the glove side. 

Suzuki put the Wolves out in front midway through the 
second when he scooped up the puck at center ice, raced 
into the offensive zone and rifled a wrist shot from the left 
circle past Brattstrom. 

It marked Suzuki’s first goal of the season in his third game 
since returning from an extended absence due to an injury. 

“It’s been a long road for sure,” Suzuki said. “Times like this 
makes it all worth it. I’m really proud of myself. I worked hard 
to get to where I am now.” 

Late in the second, Lambdin was hauled down while on a 
breakaway and was awarded a penalty shot. The forward 
deked Brattstrom and slid in a backhander for his third goal 
of the season. 

It was the 12th penalty shot goal in Wolves history and the 
first since Brooks Macek scored one March 8, 2019 at 
Milwaukee. 

The Wolves kept the good times rolling when Suzuki scored 
his second goal of the game in the waning moments of the 
period. The center pounced on a rebound of a Griffin Mendel 
shot and fired it into the open net for a 4-1 Wolves lead. 

“Just any way I can contribute and help the team win is what 
I’m trying to do every night,” Suzuki said. 

Stromwall extended the lead to 5-1 early in the third with his 
fourth goal of the season. With the Wolves killing a penalty, 
the forward got behind the Griffins defense, broke toward the 
net and deposited the puck into the net off his forehand. 

Cale Morris (31 saves) earned the victory in goal for the 
Wolves while Brattstrom (24 saves) suffered the loss for 
Grand Rapids. 

The Wolves improved to 7-13-2-0 on the season while Grand 
Rapids fell to 10-14-1-0. 

Up next: The Wolves will host the Milwaukee Admirals on 
Sunday at Allstate Arena (3 p.m.; My50 Chicago, AHLTV). It 
will be Family Sunday at the arena.
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TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article269903162.html 

https://theathletic.com/4008632/2022/12/17/nhl-future-power-rankings-reactions/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/12/necas-gets-ot-winner-to-extend-hurricanes-point-streak-to-10/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-move-point-streak-to-ten-with-win-overtime-win-over-stars/c-338865574 
https://www.nhl.com/news/dallas-stars-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-338783944 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-joe-pavelski-jason-robertson-dallas-stars-5f3fda99ba66152d6a82aaa89cbc870a 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-pittsburgh-penguins-sebastian-aho-2e18feb350cd40409e253bf28546728b 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/12/17/wolves-cruise-past-griffins-5-1/ 
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Minor league report: Penguins' winning streak snapped by Bears 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

12/17/2022 

 

Goaltender Filip Lindberg made 30 saves on 32 shots for the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in a 2-1 home overtime loss to the rival 
Hershey Bears at Mohegan Sun Arena in Wilkes-Barre on Saturday. 

Forward Alex Nylander scored the lone goal for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
(13-6-2-2) which had a three-game winning streak snapped. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the Toronto Marlies 
on Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Defenseman Josh Maniscalco and forward Cam Hausinger each had a 
goal and an assist for the Wheeling Nailers in a 7-4 road loss to the Fort 
Wayne Komets at the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

Forward Matt Alfaro and defenseman Chris Ortiz each recorded three 
assists for Wheeling (11-13-0-0) while goaltender Tommy Nappier made 
22 saves on 28 shots in the defeat. 

Highlights: 

The Nailers’ next game is a home contest against the Cincinnati 
Cylcones on Sunday, 4:10 p.m. 
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The Penguins are getting their kicks in getting goals with their skates 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

12/17/2022 

 

Jake Guentzel did something Thursday that, by his own admission, is 
rare. 

He scored a goal. 

To be clear, the All-Star Pittsburgh Penguins forward scores plenty of 
goals. The two 40-goal seasons he has on his resume are evidence of 
that. 

But the way he scored his first goal in Thursday’s 4-2 road win against 
the Florida Panthers was unique. 

For him. 

Positioned to the right of the crease, he angled his right skate to deflect a 
puck shot by Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin into the Panthers’ cage for 
a go-ahead goal. 

When asked Wednesday in Cranberry how often he uses his skates for 
any plays with a puck, Guentzel offered a slim audit. 

“Not much,” Guentzel said. “I don’t use it very much. Catch passes, 
maybe. But that’s about it.” 

There really aren’t any stats for how often players use their skates to play 
pucks. So it’s difficult to accurately gauge how often the Penguins do 
compared to the NHL’s 31 other franchises. 

But it’s clearly something the Penguins have deployed to some 
considerable success as of late. 

During a 4-3 overtime road win against the Buffalo Sabres on Dec. 9, 
forward Jeff Carter scored the winning goal by offering some footwork 
that might have dazzled Luka Modric. 

Working on a power-play opportunity, Penguins forward Rickard Rakell 
played a puck to the front of the crease where Carter was positioned. 

Carter stopped the puck with his right skate then kicked it forward with 
his left skate before shoveling in a forehand shot to win the contest. 

How often do players use their skates to play pucks? It depends on who 
you ask. 

While Guentzel suggests it’s an infrequent occurrence for him, one of his 
linemates offers a different estimate. 
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“I feel like every shift,” Rakell said. “You have to use your skates because 
guys are so good at tying sticks up. Being around the wall, sometimes 
you have to use your stick to shield the puck (so) you have to use your 
feet instead. Almost every shift. … Pucks coming off the wall aren’t 
always on your stick so you have to catch it with your skate first then get 
it to your stick as soon as possible.” 

And it’s not just a tactic for those trying to drive offense. 

“If you consider like the wall plays and the puck battles on the wall,” said 
forward Teddy Blueger, typically the fourth-line center and one of the 
Penguins’ top penalty killers, “and just kicking the puck out. … On wall 
plays when (defensemen) are pinching down on walls or whatever, you 
use it to take away the wall and block that avenue.” 

Playing pucks with skates isn’t something teams devote a considerable 
amount of time to in practice. Or any, to be frank. It’s probably more of an 
instinctual action that gets refined during the course of practice and acted 
upon within the realm of a game. 

“A little bit of both,” Blueger said. “Like anything else, the more repetitions 
you have at it, the better you get. But sometimes, some of those are so 
goofy or such a one-off play, it’s hard to practice that scenario.” 

Again, without any hard data, it’s difficult to say if NHLers use their 
skates to play pucks more than in any previous era. Anecdotally, it 
appears to be a bit more common in today’s NHL. 

“Without a doubt, it’s a skill,” said Penguins coach Mike Sullivan, himself 
a defensive forward in the 1990s and 2000s. “The game happens so fast 
out there, sometimes you don’t get perfect passes. It’s not always on 
your tape. To have the ability to retrieve pucks, regardless of where 
they’re at, I think is, without a doubt, an important skill. We talk a lot 
about passing and receiving, but receiving skills are every bit as 
important as passing skills. Your skates are a big part of that. 

“No one’s better at it than (forward Sidney Crosby). The way he’s able to 
receive pucks that are in his skates and be able to kick them up to his 
stick blade to make a next play is a remarkable skill he’s mastered. But 
he’s not the only one. There’s a lot of guys that work on that a lot of time. 
Maybe because the speed of the game maybe forces errant passes. 
There’s a little bit more controlled chaos out there I think than in 
yesteryears, where it might have been a little bit more of a controlled 
game. That might have something to do with it.” 
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Mark Madden's Hot Take: Expect Tristan Jarry to get extension, hefty 
raise from Penguins 

 

Mark Madden 

12/17/2022 

 

The Penguins retained their key free agents this past offseason, most 
notably Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang. 

But GM Ron Hextall faces another challenge this coming summer when 
goaltender Tristan Jarry gets to free agency. 

Jarry, 27, is in the last season of a three-year contract with a cap hit of 
$3.5 million. Jarry is playing well: His .922 save percentage ranks third in 
the NHL. His goals-against average of 2.63 stands tied for 10th. Jarry’s 
record is 14-3-3. He’s on a 10-0-1 run. 

More than stats, Jarry passes the eye test. His positioning and pad work 
have been sublime. When Jarry is at the top of his crease, he’s golden. 

But Jarry has never won a playoff series. He’s played more than one 
game in a playoff series just once. That was 2021 against the New York 
Islanders, and his boneheaded turnover in double overtime of Game 5 
cost the Penguins that first-round series. 

Should the Penguins extend Jarry? He’s going to want upwards of $6 
million per on a six-year pact. That would put him among the NHL’s 10 
highest-paid goalies. 

The Penguins probably don’t have a choice. 

There’s no ready successor in the Penguins system. There really aren’t 
32 qualified starting goalies in the NHL. That position currently lacks. 
Who would replace Jarry? 

So, the Penguins will likely keep Jarry. 

But they’re shaping up like the Steelers: Going to great expense to keep 
intact a team that hasn’t made playoff impact in a long time. 
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Evgeni Malkin discusses injury scare, says he’ll play Sunday vs. 
Hurricanes 

 

Jason Mackey 

12/17/2022 

 

MORRISVILLE, N.C. — Evidently the Penguins’ Russian machine also 
doesn’t break. 

Two days after taking a Sidney Crosby slapshot to the right leg, Evgeni 
Malkin was a full participant in Saturday’s practice at Invisalign Arena 
and said he would be good to go for Sunday’s showdown against a 
terrific Carolina Hurricanes team at PNC Arena. 

"I don’t feel 100%, but almost," Malkin said. "Little bit hurt, little bruised 
but so much better from [Friday]. It’s good that we have a couple days. I 
hope [Sunday] it feels better.” 

While occupying the same spot between linemates Danton Heinen and 
Bryan Rust and on the red-hot top power play, Malkin certainly looked no 
worse for wear. That doesn’t mean the entire situation has been smooth 
sailing, most notably for Malkin, who carries a seven-game point streak 
(2 goals, 11 points) into Sunday’s contest. 

Malkin said the first thing he thought after he deflected Crosby’s shot 
past Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky for a goal at 8:05 of the final 
period — the eventual game-winner — wasn’t overly complicated. 

“It’s pain,” Malkin said. “We took [x-rays] right away after the game. 
Nothing was broken. Nothing dangerous. My leg felt a little bit numb. I felt 
a little bit scared because it’s my injured knee.” 

Thankfully for the Penguins, the knee Malkin had surgically repaired in 
September 2021 began to feel better about “10-15 minutes” later. An ice 
pack helped quell the bruise some, and within about a half-hour, Malkin 
was walking. 

“I was hoping it wasn’t gonna be too bad,” Bryan Rust said of Malkin. 
“Saw him [Saturday] flying around doing his normal thing.” 

With the crisis averted, it was then time for jokes, Malkin chirping Crosby 
some in his post-practice session with reporters. Asked whether the 
captain might now owe him a dinner, Malkin said that has not been 
discussed. 

Crosby also seems to have a bit of a recalcitrant attitude when it comes 
to friendly fire. 
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“He said next time he’ll shoot harder,” Malkin said before firing back. “I’m 
lucky it’s Sid’s shot, not [Kris Letang] or [Jake Guentzel]. We know Sid 
doesn’t shoot that hard. 

“He said ‘sorry,’ but it was a goal. I was so happy because if I didn’t 
score, it would have felt so much worse.” 

The impact of having Malkin back is fairly obvious. Only Crosby (40) has 
more than Malkin’s 31 points. Malkin also averages nearly a point per 
game against Carolina, scoring 14 goals and totaling 41 points in 43 
career contests. 

Seven consecutive games with a point gives Malkin the fourth-longest 
active point streak in the NHL. With a point Sunday, he would become 
the first Penguin this season to notch points in eight or more consecutive 
games. 

Bigger than that, though, is the fact Malkin currently sits just two points 
shy of tying Sergei Fedorov for the second-most points in NHL history 
among Russian-born players. 

Malkin has 1,177 in 1,011 games (1.16 per game), while Fedorov has 
1,179 in 1,248 games (0.94). 

“He recovered well,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “He’s a tough kid. We’re 
fortunate that we dodged a bullet there. He’s feeling good. He skated well 
in practice. We’re certainly encouraged by that.” 

Hey, that’s special 

When assessing how the Penguins have constructed a season-long 
seven-game winning streak, one of the biggest reasons has been special 
teams. 

The power play has at least one goal in each victory while converting at a 
37% clip, fifth-best in the NHL. The penalty kill, meanwhile, is clicking at 
86.4%, which is the fourth-highest such mark. When looking at the 
combined percentage, nobody has fared better than Pittsburgh (123.4%). 

“We’re executing on both sides,” Rust said. “Five-on-five, we’re playing a 
good team game. Whenever you have confidence, everyone plays on 
their toes and makes quicker decisions.” 
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Yohe’s observations: 30 thoughts through 30 Penguins games 

 

By Josh Yohe 

Dec 18, 2022 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Through 30 games, we’ve learned plenty about the 
Penguins. And yet, we know nothing all. 

They’re really talented, yes. They’re really well coached, yes. They’re 
really streaky, yes. 

They’re almost certain to qualify for the postseason. Dom Luszczyszyn’s 
current model gives them a 98 percent chance to reach the Stanley Cup 
playoffs, and history tells us they’ll surely make it, too. 

Beyond that? It’s difficult to project. 

But we have learned much about this group as the holidays near. Here’s 
a thorough list of what we’ve learned so far. 

1. Don’t doubt Mike Sullivan 

Spare me the talk about Sullivan having lost his last five playoff series. 
That serves as a reminder of how difficult it is to win in the NHL, and 
nothing more. The Penguins are always well prepared because of their 

coach. Rarely do they play a game when you say afterward, “They didn’t 
play very hard tonight.” 

I could go on and on. The Penguins endured a seven-game losing streak 
earlier this season and things looked pretty grim. But the Penguins never 
lost their way and, as one veteran told me, “Sully’s been amazing. Never 
lost his temper on us, and he probably should have.” 

Now, the Penguins are rolling once again. 

2. Sidney Crosby is indomitable  

Crosby is playing some of the greatest hockey of his career, which is 
saying something. His career, after all, has been pretty decent. 

What strikes me most about Crosby is that, at 35, he doesn’t look 
appreciably different than he did 10 years ago. Maybe those bursts of 
acceleration aren’t quite as dynamic as they once were, but I’d suggest 
the league is simply a lot faster than it was in 2008. 

He’s still the same guy, by and large. Crosby is a marvel and, at this 
moment, I’m of the belief that Connor McDavid is the only NHL player 
who is better. Crosby is on pace for 109 points. So are the Penguins. 
That isn’t a coincidence. 

3. Crosby’s goal-scoring touch is thriving  

The Penguins recently held a practice at the Armory rink in Shady Side. 
Before practice, Crosby stood by himself for 15 minutes and did nothing 
but work on his shot. Over and over again. Most of his teammates 
weren’t even on the ice yet. 

When you see Crosby doing this, you realize that he’s not thrilled with a 
facet of his game and wants to work out the kinks. It’s often his hard work 
that sets him apart. 

Since that practice, Crosby has six goals in eight games. 

Those goals don’t come by accident. He’s the hardest-working superstar 
ever. 

4. Crosby’s linemates need to be Rickard Rakell and Jake Guentzel until 
further notice 

The Penguins are 15-1-2 when these three represent the members of the 
top line. Sometimes, statistics speak for themselves. 

5. Guentzel is so good that we barely notice him 

Guentzel is on pace for 45 goals and 93 points and I find that we’ve 
barely discussed him this season. 

Ho hum. 

This is a great player who keeps getting better and better. He’s the best 
linemate Crosby has ever had. 

Guentzel is set to become an unrestricted free agent in the summer of 
2024. The Penguins almost certainly won’t let him get to that point. 

6. Guentzel takes a beating every night 

This is becoming a concern. His mouth is currently swollen to the point 
that his lips are barely recognizable. 

Marc Staal clobbered him with a late hit on Thursday. It’s something 
different every game. 

Would be nice to see the Penguins protect this asset a bit more than they 
do. 

7. Rakell has been a godsend  

Ron Hextall didn’t take over as general manager during a simple time in 
Penguins’ history. He was told to win another championship and build the 
system simultaneously. Ha. Good luck with pulling both of those off. 

Along the way, he’s made some mistakes. 
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The decision to acquire Rakell was not one. This guy is some kind of a 
player. He’s productive, his game is very diverse and he’s been a perfect 
fit beside Crosby. 

8. Evgeni Malkin is a better player this season compared to last  

Malkin is still a point-per-game player and, though he’s been more of a 
playmaker than a goal scorer this season, he remains elite. 

I also sense that Malkin still has another gear, perhaps one we haven’t 
seen yet. There are more fluctuations in his game than there once were, 
but glimpses of the Geno of old remain. 

His contract might look bad in three years. But the Penguins don’t care 
about three years from now. They care about the present. And in the 
present, he remains a top-line caliber player. 

9. Jason Zucker will be missed 

Zucker is out “week to week” with what I believe to be a foot injury. He’s 
playing his best hockey with the Penguins this season. Everything about 
his game — the speed, the forechecking with a purpose, the fabulous 
ability of his to screen goaltenders — has been top-notch. 

Is he overpaid? Yeah, perhaps. But who cares? Overpaid players can 
still be really good, really effective, and really necessary players in a 
team’s lineup. That’s Zucker. He’s exactly who the Penguins need him to 
be. Hopefully he can stay healthy moving forward. 

10. Jeff Carter’s performance is a concern  

Carter hasn’t been as awful as many perceive him to be. But he’s pretty 
clearly not the same player that he was a couple of years ago when 
Hextall acquired him. 

He’s got four goals on the season, one of which was an empty netter. His 
defensive work has been fine, but not outstanding. 

Is he good enough to be the third-line center on a Stanley Cup team? 
Maybe. But that’s pretty shaky maybe at the moment. 

11. Kasperi Kapanen is … something else 

You saw the pass he made to P-O Joseph earlier this week. You saw the 
hat trick against St. Louis. 

KASPERI CAP-ANEN WITH THE HAT TRICK!   
pic.twitter.com/YPBCSo63ql 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) December 4, 2022 

You’ve also seen a steady display of unimpressive, bordering on horrific 
hockey from him this season. 

Who is the real Kapanen? I don’t know, but he’s a hard player to trust. 

12. Brian Dumoulin is on the decline  

It pains me to write the above line because I have the utmost respect for 
this guy as a player and as a person. I still think he’s perfectly fine in a 
lesser role, which has been his assignment in recent weeks. 

I think, though, that his days of being Kris Letang’s partner on the top 
pairing are probably done. He’s never been responsible for goals against. 
Now, he is pretty regularly. 

13. It’s a good thing Marcus Pettersson wasn’t traded  

Because he’s been their best defensemen this season. What a reliable 
defensive force he has been. Without Pettersson, the blue line would 
have a much different, more inferior look. 

Can he sustain it through the spring? We’ll see. He has run out of steam 
late in previous seasons. But this looks like a new Pettersson. 

14. Letang continues to astound, in every way 

I can’t criticize the guy right now. He just came back from having a stroke 
in less than two weeks, and is playing close to 30 minutes per night, and 

just scored a short-handed goal, for God’s sake. It’s an outrageous, 
almost unbelievable story. 

His performance on the ice, however, has been all over the place. 
There’s been some good, but there’s been a lot of bad. Now isn’t the time 
to focus on that (and he’s actually been pretty good since returning to the 
lineup). Now is the time to marvel at what a remarkable story he is. 

Come April, however, the Penguins need him to be playing at a 
considerably higher level. 

15. Jeff Petry has been a disappointment  

Not a profound one! He hasn’t been terrible. But he’s been decidedly just 
OK. The Penguins need more of an impact from him. 

Adjusting to new systems can be tough and Petry is still in the grace 
period. But he’s 35. And he’s looked a step slow at times this season. 
And now he’s hurt. 

These are all red flags. 

16. On the other hand, Jan Rutta has impressed 

Rutta isn’t flashy and the expectations for him rightfully weren’t as high 
as they were for Petry. That doesn’t change the fact that he’s been a very 
positive influence on the Penguins’ blue line. He’ll occasionally have an 
off night, but the good has far outweighed the bad. 

He looks like a very good signing. 

17. POJ looks like the real deal 

Remember when we were all convinced the Penguins would trade P-O 
Joseph before the season started? Oh, they thought about it. They spoke 
with some teams. 

But no one is making trades these days, and this may have helped the 
Penguins. 

Next season, the left side of the blue line should look like this: 

Pettersson 

Joseph 

Ty Smith 

18. The tight cap situation might help the Penguins long term 

How so, you ask? On the surface, the Fenway Sports Group has deep 
pockets and it would only aid the Penguins if the pesky salary cap would 
rise, allowing them to add an impact player or two in the next 18 months, 
trying to maximize this Cup window. Fair. 

However, because teams are incredibly hesitant or incapable to trade 
right now because pretty much everyone is at the cap ceiling, this might 
mean the Penguins end up keeping their next couple of first-round picks. 
And if this trend continues, maybe things won’t be so bleak in 2028. 

19. Ryan Poehling is good  

Many thought he was a throw-in with Petry in the trade with Montreal. 
That clearly wasn’t the case. The Penguins have some issues in their 
bottom six, but he’s been a very good addition. Expectations have always 
been high for him because he was a first-round pick. Maybe he shouldn’t 
have been drafted that high. But maybe he’s still going to be a good NHL 
player. 

20. The Penguins will miss Teddy Blueger if he walks 

The Penguins’ penalty kill has been the NHL’s best since Blueger 
returned to the lineup. This isn’t a coincidence. 

He is an unrestricted free agent this coming summer. Blueger isn’t a 
great player. But he’s a good one, and ultimately not one you’d like to 
lose. 

21. You know what you’re getting in Chad Ruhwedel  
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He’s so boring, the offensive lineman you never notice. The Penguins are 
better for having him. His ability to miss long portions of time and then 
seamlessly step back into the lineup is really something. 

22. The Metropolitan Division is on steroids  

Or something like that. Take away Philadelphia and Columbus, because 
they both stink. But look at the other six teams. The Devils, Hurricanes, 
Penguins, Rangers, Islanders and the Capitals. 

At least one of those teams isn’t making the playoffs. Maybe two of them 
aren’t. Let that sink in. 

This division is a meat grinder. The Penguins are on pace for 109 points 
but currently are only six points removed from being out of a playoff spot. 

23. Tristan Jarry is on the verge of becoming a star 

Yeah, he’s been that good. There have been some fluctuations, yes, but 
he’s quite a talent. He’s 10-0-1 with a .940 save percentage in his last 11 
games. Sometimes, numbers speak for themselves. 

24. Jarry might cost a small fortune  

He’s an unrestricted free agent after this season. This is giving him a ton 
of power. Think a team might pay him big money on the open market? 
Me too. 

The Penguins almost have to sign him before that point. They’d like to 
see him thrive in the playoffs first, of course. That’s the one thing he’s 
never done. But if he keeps playing like this, he’s giving the Penguins 
precious little choice. 

25. Jarry’s personality is … a little different this season 

Jarry has always been pleasant, laid back and quiet. This season, he’s 
been a little snippy with the media, a little antagonistic. He’s been like 
that on the ice, too, initiating some stick work when people get too close 
to his crease. 

I’ve been very entertained by it all. 

26. Casey DeSmith has been much better this season 

Remember that awful start he had to the 2021-22 season? Those days 
are good. He’s been solid and, remember, he often receives the task of 
playing on the second night of back-to-backs. The Penguins are the 
oldest team in the league. They aren’t equipped to play well in those 
situations, and they often don’t. 

DeSmith has been a positive factor. 

27. Attendance at PPG Paints Arena is jarring 

The Penguins only have a handful of sellouts this season. Once upon a 
(recent) time, every seat was always occupied. 

Why? Lots of reasons. The economy, inflation, the maddening 
construction that is engulfing that area of downtown, fewer people 
working downtown, fewer people wanting to visit downtown, very 
expensive tickets, a fan base that’s become spoiled and waits to spend 
its money when the playoffs arrive. 

There are probably other reasons. The Penguins are a very popular 
franchise and they’re in great shape financially. But, all of those empty 
seats are hard to ignore. 

28. Crosby is worth the price of admission  

I’ll never tell you how to spend your money. The holidays are here. 
Money is tight for a lot of people. I understand that. 

But Crosby won’t play like this forever. At least, I don’t think he will. 

Get to PPG and see him at some point this season. What he’s doing right 
now is pretty remarkable. 

29. Sullivan will always have a fight on his hands 

He was so, so happy after that win against Dallas. You could see it in his 
body language. He wants the Penguins to play that way. 

Sullivan wasn’t happy at all after the win in Florida. 

The coach believes the Penguins are at their best when they play in “low 
event” hockey games. In other words, if they just minimize the number of 
chances they allow, he thinks they can win the whole damn thing. 

But it’s not in their DNA to play that way. So the struggle will always 
continue. 

30. The Penguins are as relevant as ever  

Isn’t that the bottom line? They’ve made the playoffs every season since 
2007 with the same core, essentially. Think about that. Where were you 
in 2007? What were you doing with your life? How long ago does that 
feel? 

The Penguins? They’re still pretty much the same. 

Practice tidbits  

• Evgeni Malkin practiced and spoke with the media in Raleigh on 
Saturday. 

He’s just fine. Malkin said he will play on Sunday in the Penguins’ 
showdown with the Hurricanes. He also said he was happy that it was 
Crosby who hit the shot on Thursday because Crosby doesn’t shoot the 
puck too hard. 

There’s only one Malkin. 

Geno Malkin speaks about his injury, the fear he felt and says he will play 
tomorrow: pic.twitter.com/oTEJlMTDpO 

— Josh Yohe (@JoshYohe_PGH) December 17, 2022 

• Everyone came out of the visit to Florida unscathed and the Penguins 
probably will feature the same lineup on Sunday. 

•  That said, Sullivan said he wasn’t thrilled with Kapanen’s last two 
games and wants him to go to the net more regularly. 
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Malkin Chirps Crosby: I’m Lucky it Was Crosby’s Shot That Hit Me 

 

By Dave Molinari  

Published 13 hours ago on December 17, 2022 

 

MORRISVILLE, N.C. — Sidney Crosby, like most of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and their fan base, had an immediate reaction after he injured 
Evgeni Malkin with a shot Thursday night at Florida. 

It just wasn’t the one that might have been expected. 

“He said, ‘Next time, I’ll shoot harder,’ ” Malkin said after the Penguins’ 
practice at Invisalign Arena this afternoon. “I’m lucky it was his shot, not 
like (Kris Letang) or (Jake Guentzel). We know Sid doesn’t shoot so 
hard.” 

That was a pretty good jab he took at Crosby, but Malkin got one from a 
teammate after practice, too. Bryan Rust, like most players, has 
experienced something like Malkin did, but volunteered that there is a 
key distinction between the two of them. 

“Most of the time, I’m trying to get in the way of it,” Rust said. “Not (being 
hit) accidentally.” 
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And Crosby, of course, was joking, probably because he — like most 
other players who have been struck by a shot in an unprotected area — 
understood that his shot likely caused more pain than damage. 

Which proved to be the case. 

Nonetheless, Malkin distilled his initial reaction to being hit by the puck to 
a simple phrase: “It’s pain.” 

And make no mistake, there was plenty of it. 

He said, though, that he was assured after the game that nothing had 
been broken by Crosby’s shot. 

“I felt a little bit numb, my leg,” he said. “I was little bit scared because it 
was the same knee (that had been surgically repaired), but after like 10 
or 15 minutes, I felt so much better. My knee started to feel better. I saw 
a bruise. I put ice (on it) and after a half-hour, I felt like I could walk. It 
was so much better.” 

Crosby’s shot went off Malkin and into the net for what proved to be the 
game-winning goal against the Panthers. 

“If I didn’t score, it would have felt so much worse,” Malkin said. 

Although Crosby, who was at the top of the left circle while Malkin set up 
near the Florida net, obviously wasn’t trying to hit Malkin in the thigh with 
his shot, he apparently was sending it in his direction by design. 

“When he looked at me, I knew he was going to shoot to my pants,” 
Malkin said. “Sometimes, we practice that.” 

The Penguins didn’t seem to do it during Saturday’s workout, which 
looked a lot like any other for Malkin. And why Mike Sullivan seems so 
confident that Malkin will play against the Hurricanes. 

“He’s a tough kid,” Sullivan said. “We’re fortunate that we dodged a bullet 
there. He’s feeling good. He skated well in practice, so we’re certainly 
encouraged by that.” 

Indeed, Malkin moved around the ice with no apparent difficulty during 
practice, and said he believes he will be even closer to 100 percent when 
the Pittsburgh Penguins face the Hurricanes Sunday. 

“It’s good that we had a couple of days before the (Carolina) game,” he 
said. “I hope tomorrow it feels a little bit better, for sure.” 
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Malkin Participates in Practice, Will Play Sunday 

 

By Dave Molinari  

Published 16 hours ago on December 17, 2022 

 

MORRISVILLE, N.C. — Evgeni Malkin, injured by a Sidney Crosby shot 
during the third period of the Pittsburgh Penguins’ 4-2 victory at Florida 
Thursday, is on the ice for the team’s practice at Invisalign Arena this 
afternoon. 

Malkin said after practice that he will be in the lineup for the Penguins’ 
game against Carolina Sunday at 5:08 p.m. at PNC Arena. 

“Oh yeah, for sure, I’ll play tomorrow night,” he said. “I feel not 100 
percent, but almost. A little bit hurt, still, a little bruised, but so much 
better from yesterday.” 

He was in his usual spot on the second line, between Danton Heinen and 
Bryan Rust, during drills and did not appear to experience any difficulty 
as the workout progressed, as evidence by the video below. 

Any question about whether he would skate today probably was 
answered when the Penguins entered the practice rink after arriving from 
south Florida, as Malkin was walking without any sign of a limp and, at 
one point, was carrying an equipment bag in each hand. 

Malkin was injured when he was positioned near the Panthers’ net during 
a power play as the middle of the third period approached as Crosby 
unleashed a slap shot from the top of the left circle. 

The puck struck Malkin in an unprotected area above his right shinguard, 
then eluded Florida goalie Sergei Bobrovsky for what proved to be the 
game-winning goal in the Penguins’ seventh consecutive victory. 

Malkin, clearly in great pain, dropped to the ice and was helped to the 
bench, and then to the locker room, a few minutes later. 

He did not speak with reporters after the game, but was spotted in a 
hallway outside the locker room with the area of his right knee heavily 
wrapped. 

That was around the same time Mike Sullivan was telling media 
members that preliminary indications were that the “preliminary 
prognosis” in the wake of Malkin’s injury “is positive.” 

Malkin is tied with Jake Guentzel for second place in the Pittsburgh 
Penguins’ scoring race, with 10 goals and 21 assists in 30 games. He 
centers the Penguins’ No. 2 line, with Danton Heinen (filling in for Jason 
Zucker, who is injured) and Bryan Rust on the wings. 

Criticism for Kapanen 

Kasperi Kapanen rebounded from a seven-game stint as a healthy 
scratch by scoring four goals in his first three games, but has managed 
only two assists in the past five. 

Even more concerning is that the tenacity and intensity he showed after 
getting back in the lineup has been missing much of the time lately. 

“When he first came back, I thought he was playing the game real hard,” 
Mike Sullivan said. “He was using his speed. He was getting inside the 
dots. He was taking pucks to the net. I think the last couple, he hasn’t 
been as noticeable with his speed, and things of that nature. 

“We’d like to see him get back to playing that north-south game and 
leveraging his speed in every aspect of the game, on both sides of the 
puck. When he does that, he’s a real quality player for us.” 

Personnel groupings 

With Malkin in the mix, the Penguins deployed the same personnel 
combinations they did in Florida: 

Guentzel-Crosby-Rakell 

Heinen-Malkin-Rust 

McGinn-Carter-Kapanen 

Poehlin-Blueger-Archibald 

Extra: O’Connor 

Pettersson-Letang 

Dumoulin-Rutta 

Joseph-Ruhwedel 

Extra: Friedman 
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PHN Blog: Kasperi Kapanen Slips, What About Mark Friedman? 
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By Dan Kingerski  

Published 18 hours ago on December 17, 2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have won seven games in a row and 14 of 18. 
Teams with such records and success don’t generally have glaring holes 
in their lineup or figure to be desperate suitors on the NHL trade market, 
yet the Penguins might have a couple of soft spots and a physical player 
sitting in the press box. 

Generally, I follow coach Mike Sullivan’s roster decisions. When a player 
isn’t getting the ice time we might expect or is getting more, a deep dive 
and some questions follow. Most often, by the end of my “investigation,” 
it makes sense. 

A prime example is Ty Smith. The Penguins acquired the defenseman 
from the New Jersey Devils as they traded John Marino to clear cap 
space for Jeff Petry. Smith came with a lot of promise and a bit of 
baggage. 

We studied him closely in the preseason, maybe a little too much. By the 
end of the half-dozen games, I thought he would struggle in the NHL 
regular season because he sometimes got lost in transition and would 
remain lost in the defensive zone. Perhaps I got that one right or waiver 
requirements prompted GM Ron Hextall to keep P.O Joseph on the NHL 
roster. 

Regardless, that decision at least made sense to most who followed 
along. 

However, one player’s role, or lack thereof, that continues to make me 
scratch my head is Mark Friedman’s. Yes, the defenseman is a wild card. 
He’s been suspended for spearing and has stirred the Flyers’ to the point 
of singular-focused hatred during a hockey game. Still, he’s also shown 
skating and offensive components on par with legitimate NHL 
defensemen. 

“(Friedman) is a very good player. He’s a really mobile guy. His skating is 
one of his biggest strengths,” said Sullivan. “He defends really hard. He’s 
a good penalty killer. He brings a little edge to his game … He’s a decent 
puck mover. So I think his mobility and his defensive capabilities are the 
strength of his game. 

“And he’s been very good for us. These aren’t easy decisions … we’ve 
got a group of probably eight or nine defensemen that are within our 
organization that we know are capable of playing NHL games that are 
NHL caliber defenseman.” 

Yet, Friedman seems terminally stuck as a depth defenseman and 
bubble NHL player. 

PHN has chronicled the recent struggles of the Brian Dumoulin-Jan Rutta 
pairing in PHN+ report cards. On home ice, they have been better, but 
not without incident. They’ve been susceptible to speed rushes and been 
attacked by opponents’ forechecks, especially on the road where home 
teams can get favorable matchups. 

The Buffalo Sabres seemingly zeroed in on the pair, and the Florida 
Panthers also got to them. 

Given Petry’s absence from the Penguins lineup for at least 18 more 
days (as of Saturday) and eight games, the Penguins could use more 
mobility and offense on the blue line. 

What about Mark Friedman? 

Kasperi Kapanen 

After Kapanen returned to the Pittsburgh Penguins lineup, he scored four 
goals in the first two games and was a noticeable presence. Since then, 
there have been moments, including five shots in his third game back 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets, but a lack of sustained play. 

He has two assists in four games, though one of those was a power-play 
helper. 

His ice time- usually a strong indicator of what Sullivan thinks of a player 
on that night- has fluctuated from nearly 13 minutes to just above 10. 
Power play duties and opportunity play a role, too, but as part of PP2, 
that time is usually quite limited. 

After the burst of lightning, it appears Kapanen’s play has receded. 

That’s bad news for him and the team. If he doesn’t consistently pick up 
the scoring pace or become more consistently dangerous in the offensive 
zone, the lineup spot he won back may not be there for long. As Dave 
Molinari noted on Friday, Jason Zucker’s injury is another opportunity for 
Danton Heinen to earn a spot. 

Knocking the Net Off 

It’s become a league-wide thing and a bit of a debate, more so in 
Canadian media. A few weeks ago, former Pittsburgh Penguins goalies 
Matt Murray and Marc-Andre Fleury each knocked the net off the 
moorings a few times. Fans howled that it must have been intentional. 

We’ve seen the current Penguins’ goalies tangle with the iron, too. 

PHN asked Casey DeSmith about the recent phenomena. I expected a 
short answer or shrug and dismissal. Instead, he took PHN to goalie 
school, including demonstrations and a thorough explanation. No joke, 
DeSmith talked for almost three minutes on the topic. 

When he finished, I understood what the reverse VH was, how goalies 
have changed their tactics of defending against pucks behind the goal 
line, and changes to the dasher boards that have affected everything. 

For context, the reverse VH means instead of a goalie standing straight 
up, pads parallel to the post, the goalie will drop the near pad to the ice 
horizontally and lean on the post. See the photo below. 

“My opinion is that it’s a trend of the reverse VH — the position on the 
post. I’ve knocked the net off twice in my last three games, and it was the 
exact same play. Puck goes wide and bounces out,” said DeSmith. 
“That’s another thing. The boards are really lively at most of the rinks. 
Point shots at the boards come right back out into a scoring area. You’re 
at the top of the crease, and then everybody’s pushing back inside the 
post, and that reverse VH kind of like this (Desmith demonstrated the 
reverse VH). 

Pittsburgh Penguins, Casey DeSmith 

“Everybody is big, strong. You push as hard as you can to get back to the 
post … and because you’re low to the ice, trying to come up on the puck, 
that sends the net off. Obviously, it’s a safety issue that you can’t make 
(nets) stuck in the ice — they need to come off from a player-safety 
perspective. 

“From a goalie perspective, I think it’s a combination of the liveliness of 
the boards and how prevalent the reverse VH is. The puck goes wide. 
You’ve got to get back to the post as fast as possible, and you guys are 
banging into it. Certainly not on purpose.” 

DeSmith noted goalies used to play on their feet and hug the post. In the 
new style, with dropping one leg horizontally, skates are getting caught 
under the net and knocking them off, too. 

Thanks, Casey. I feel like we all just earned a yellow belt in goaltending. 
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Dan’s Daily: Bruins Eyes on Patrick Kane, Penguins Opportunities 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

Published 23 hours ago on December 17, 2022 

 

Leading to the NHL’s holiday break, there is always a flood of NHL trade 
rumors and speculation about the coming changes. GMs have had a 
good look at their teams. They’ve had a lot of conversations. And with a 
couple of months until the NHL trade deadline, it’s time to get serious. 
The St. Louis Blues could put big names on the trade block. The 
Edmonton Oilers want defensemen, Elliotte Friedman discussed further 
NHL expansion, and the Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry’s 
brilliant performance on Thursday was just another day at the office. 

Oh, and the Boston Bruins are keeping an eye on Patrick Kane. 

First, if the NHL expands, it would be the greatest folly since moving a 
team from Winnipeg to Arizona. Or putting Colin Campbell in charge of 
player discipline. Or letting con-men like John Spano and Jim Balsillie 
almost purchase NHL teams and Boots Del Biaggio actually buy one. 

In fairness, Balsillie had plenty of money, but he kept trying an end-
around on the NHL; he desperately wanted to move a team, including the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, to Ontario. Despite it all, I do miss my Blackberry. 

Pittsburgh Penguins / Steelers, Pirates 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: Tristan Jarry was exceptional against the Florida 
Panthers, but no one was gushing. Ho-hum. From Jarry to Kris Letang, 
check out the Penguins notebook. 

One player will get a second chance because of Jason Zucker’s injury. 
This could be the big chance to get back in the lineup for Danton Heinen. 

The World Cup Final primer. France vs. Argentina. Get the betting 
preview and best sportsbook promos for the quadrennial battle for soccer 
supremacy. The World Cup bets. 

Steelers Now: 

Ok, this is a bit ridiculous. All week? Coach Mike Tomlin let Mitch 
Trubisky and Mason Rudolph split first-team reps all week. So what will 
the Steelers do? 

I like this column from Alan Saunders — rookie QB Brock Purdy has 
quickly established himself as a starter in San Francisco. And that shows 
why the Steelers need to upgrade their OC. Steelers analysis. 

Pittsburgh Baseball Now: 

When you’re a Pirates fan, the offseason free-agent frenzy is kind of like 
that time you forgot your lunch money on pizza day. I feel ya. 

As Danny Demillo writes, this offseason is just another slap, another 
reminder of the Pittsburgh Pirates‘ unwillingness to spend. 

PBN+: Who’s on first? John Perrotta takes a hard look at the Pittsburgh 
Pirates corner bag battle. 

This field, this game … it’s a part of our past, Ray. It reminds us of all that 
once was good, and it could be again. 

NHL Trade Rumors, News & National Hockey Now: 

Boston Hockey Now: Well, isn’t this an interesting development on the 
NHL trade scene? The Bruins have already established themselves as 
the strongest team in the Atlantic. Now, they’re eying Patrick Kane. 

NYI Hockey Now: We know the Islanders are willing to dance with the 
Vancouver Canucks for Bo Horvat. I think the Islanders will have to 

swallow hard and give up an NHL center, not prospects. But let’s flip the 
table: What are the New York Islanders‘ biggest needs? 

32 Thoughts Podcast: More NHL expansion? Coyotes on the block and a 
Ryan Reynolds update. 

Sportsnet: The NHL trade rumors are thick that the Oilers want a 
defenseman, but which one? 

The Athletic($): Pierre LeBrun dropped all of the trade chatter he’s heard 
on the Athletic’s Trade Deadline Board. From the St. Louis Blues putting 
Ryan O’Reilly on the market to Colorado being a good fit for Horvat. 

Washington Hockey Now: You go in the cage. Cage goes in the water. 
You go in the water. Shark is in the water. Our shark. The Capitals have 
turned it around, and now Tom Wilson and Nick Backstrom are ramping 
up their rehab to get back. Big news for the Washington Capitals. 

Calgary Hockey Now: For some reason, my spidey sense is tingling 
about Milan Lucic. I could see him in the Metro Division by the trade 
deadline. He fits the arms race that will occur before the March 3 NHL 
trade deadline. He was the dreaded healthy scratch this week and vowed 
never to let it happen again. The Calgary Flames locker room. 
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Takeaways as Devils fall to Panthers 4-2, drop 5th straight game 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

4-5 minutes 12/17/2022 

 

For the first few months of the 2022-23 season, the Devils were an 
unstoppable wagon hellbent on proving their past doubters wrong. 

They had the spotlight, the historic 13-game winning streak and a high-
pace offensive system – mixed with an aggressive blueline – that 
boosted coach Lindy Ruff from scapegoat to Jack Adams favorite. 

Things have fallen off a bit. 

After a 4-2 loss to the Panthers on Saturday – New Jersey’s fifth in a row 
– the Devils are now starting to panic thanks to their ugly start to 
December. The loss plunged New Jersey’s record to 21-8-2 record this 
season – and handed them their sixth loss in December. 

WATCH EVERY DEVILS GAME IN 2022-23 HERE: DirecTV Stream, 
fuboTV 

Their season is still early – and the Devils still sit atop the league in 
several key advanced metrics – but they need a near perfect stretch 
against a tough December schedule if they want to hang onto their slim 
two-point lead over the Carolina Hurricanes in the Metropolitan Division. 

Here are three takeaways from the Devils’ 4-2 loss to the Panthers: 

Late period goals 

To the surprise of no one, the Devils suffered another momentum-
crushing goal against on Saturday night. 

Eight minutes after John Marino’s second period score, Panthers forward 
Sam Reinhart snuck a shot past Akira Schmid with 39.3 seconds 
remaining. Reinhart’s goal continued a scary trend for the Devils: end-of-
period duds. They surrendered late goals in their games against the 
Stars and Predators and couldn’t overcome that adversity. 

Ruff needs to place late-period aggression near the top of his priority list 
in practice this week. 

Finishing woes continue 
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The Devils had 30 scoring chances and 12 high-danger chances on 
Saturday. They created just two goals from them. 

They’re generating great looks – the Devils still lead the NHL in expected 
goals percentage (59.16%) and rank 11th in high-danger shots for (108) 
– but their 3.75 goals for above expected rate is proving to be a problem. 

Ruff’s roster is full of talented scorers, but they’re clearly reeling from 
Nathan Bastian’s strong net-front presence. 

Severson scratched 

Before Saturday’s game, Ruff showed that, if a player makes a game-
altering mistake, they can immediately find themselves out of the lineup. 

Damon Severson learned this the hard way. 

After a costly giveaway in the third period of the Devils’ 2-1 loss to 
Philadelphia on Thursday, Severson was yanked from his usual spot 
alongside Brendan Smith in favor of 22-year-old defenseman Kevin Bahl. 
This was the first time Severson sat in the player’s box as a healthy 
scratch since Nov. 7, 2017. 

How did Smith play without his usual defenseman partner? When he was 
on the ice, the Devils were out-chanced 12-4, out-attempted 19-18 and 
out-shot 12-7. Smith’s first period penalty was followed by a Florida 
power play goal. 

Severson, who owned up to his error in an interview with NJ Advance 
Media on Friday and said that he wouldn’t change his play style due to 
“one bad pass,” will need to regain Ruff’s trust if he wants to claw his way 
back to the ice on Tuesday vs. the Hurricanes. He has six points (two 
goals and four assists) in 30 games played. The Devils own a 63.17% 
expected goals percentage and an expected goals against rate of 20.8 
with Severson on the ice. 
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Flyers lose another early lead, fall to Rangers 6-3 

The Flyers have scored first 24 times this season, including Saturday's 
game against New York. They've only won two games of initial leads to 
date, this game against New York not being one of them. 

 

by Giana Han 

Published Dec 17, 2022 

 

In 24 games, the Flyers have opened the scoring, including Saturday 
against the New York Rangers. But after losing, 6-3, they’ve still only won 
two of them. 

Unlike most teams, the Flyers have won more when they’re behind in a 
game (eight wins) than when they get on the board first. They’ve been 
fueled by late pushes in many games, coming out with at least one point. 

The Flyers (10-14-7) beat the New Jersey Devils on Thursday thanks to 
one of those late pushes, and they carried that momentum against the 
Rangers, who entered the game on a five-game win streak. They ran 
neck-and-neck with the Rangers (16-10-5), and for the first five minutes, 
they kept them from putting any shots on goal. 

James van Riemsdyk beat Jaroslav Halak with the third shot on goal off a 
pass from Owen Tippett to start the scoring. But the Rangers stormed 
back and tied the shot count and the score after a goal by Artemi 
Panarin. 

New York Rangers' Artemi Panarin, right, skates past the defense of 
Philadelphia Flyers' Justin Braun during the first period of their game at 
the Wells Fargo Center on Saturday.  

New York Rangers' Artemi Panarin, right, skates past the defense of 
Philadelphia Flyers' Justin Braun during the first period of their game at 
the Wells Fargo Center on Saturday. 

Multiple power plays gave the Flyers an edge in the second, but the 
Rangers won the period. K’Andre Miller scored on a breakaway despite 
tripping and falling. For a few minutes, the Flyers backed off and just 
watched, coach John Tortorella said, and that lapse of energy was costly. 
Barclay Goodrow followed with a goal, which offset Scott Laughton’s 
shorthanded goal. 

The Flyers kept pace until the final minutes of the game but never 
overcame the deficit created by Miller’s goal. When Jimmy Vesey 
increased the Rangers’ lead to two again, Morgan Frost quickly cut it 
back to one. 

In the final minutes, the Flyers drew a penalty and then pulled Carter Hart 
for a 6-on-4. But even with the two-man advantage, they failed to get any 
good looks in the entire two minutes and let up a pair of empty-net goals. 

Top heavy 

All the Flyers’ momentum has been coming from the first line, now made 
up of van Riemsdyk, Frost, and Tippett. Although they had a quieter night 
against the New Jersey Devils, they were a bright spot in the three 
previous games. 

Since Tortorella went with 11 forwards and seven defensemen, the lines 
were scattered. However, whenever at least two of the three were on the 
ice together, they helped spark the team. 

Tippett and van Riemsdyk got the Flyers on the board in style. Van 
Riemsdyk picked up a Rangers rebound on a shot that went wide and 
rimmed all the way back to the blue line. He lost it in the neutral zone, but 
Tippett reached it just over the blue line and hit van Riemsdyk with a spin 
pass. He then scored with a spin-around goal. 

Tortorella briefly considered switching things up when the offense 
sputtered. 

“I’m wondering, ‘Do I move the lines?’” Tortorella said. “But I think James 
being with those guys there — him and Tip, Frosty ... It’s been a good 
line. And I fought myself not to change things.” 

Staying the course reaped rewards. Tippett created several more 
opportunities for van Riemsdyk as well as for others like Travis Sanheim. 
Frost also had several good chances and helped create some others 
before scoring the Flyers’ third goal. The rest of the forwards played well 
in spurts, but Frost’s line created the most consistency. 

Flyers goaltender Carter Hart, left, keeps an eye on an advance from 
New York Rangers' Filip Chytil, center, as the Flyers Tony DeAngelo, 
defends the loose puck.  

Flyers goaltender Carter Hart, left, keeps an eye on an advance from 
New York Rangers' Filip Chytil, center, as the Flyers Tony DeAngelo, 
defends the loose puck. 

Force of four 

Hart was less than an inch away from letting in a goal, but an official 
review showed the puck maintained contact with the goal line. That was 
the positive news. The negative news was that the Rangers earned a 
power play. 

Or, at least, it normally would be bad news for the Flyers’ bottom-10 
penalty kill. Instead, it couldn’t have gone any better. Less than 20 
seconds in, Laughton and Travis Konecny skated toward Halak with 
Rangers trailing behind them. Laughton slipped it through the five-hole 
for his second shorthanded goal of the year. The Flyers effectively killed 
the power play and created two more scoring chances while 
shorthanded. 
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However, the Rangers’ penalty kill had similar success, despite being 
sent out more often. They let up just one shot on goal in the first Flyers 
power play. They created multiple shorthanded chances on the second 
power play, with Sanheim having a good scoring chance. They allowed 
the Flyers to create more momentum on the third, but the Rangers then 
scored 30 seconds after killing it. 

Searching for a ‘greasy’ one 

After Tortorella called out Joel Farabee on Thursday, the young winger 
worked hard to get back to his game. He said he’s tried to simplify things 
and put himself in situations to score a “greasy” goal. 

While the puck didn’t bounce Farabee’s way Saturday, Tortorella 
recognized his effort with increased playing time. With Kevin Hayes a 
healthy scratch, Farabee was elevated from the third line to the second 
line with Noah Cates and Konecny. 

“Farabee, it was one of his better games, which is a good sign,” 
Tortorella said. 

Farabee was aggressive, jumping for pucks and laying on hits. He helped 
create offense while taking several shots himself. He placed four on goal, 
but Halak came up with some big saves on them. He also jumped out on 
the rush. 

Farabee contributed to both the power play and the penalty kill. He 
finished with over 20 minutes of ice time. But he’s still looking for his first 
goal in 10 games. 

What’s next 

The Flyers host the Columbus Blue Jackets on Tuesday (7 p.m., NBC 
Sports Philadelphia). 
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Flyers’ Kevin Hayes won’t play against the Rangers; Lukáš Sedlák 
leaves organization 

Coach John Tortorella would not disclose the reason. “That’s between 
Kevin and I,” he says. 

 

by Giana Han 

Published Dec 17, 2022 

 

Flyers coach John Tortorella announced he is scratching leading scorer 
Kevin Hayes for Saturday’s game against the New York Rangers. 

Hayes, who has scored 29 points in 31 games, was benched through the 
third period of Thursday’s 2-1 win over the New Jersey Devils following a 
turnover at the end of the second period. He finished with 9 minutes, 47 
seconds of ice time, the third-least on the team. 

Hayes previously has been benched in the third period. In the Flyers’ 
sixth game of the season, he and Travis Konecny sat out the final 20 
minutes against the San Jose Sharks. 

The nine-year NHL veteran also has been moved from his typical 
position. This season, he started as the top-line center. Following the 
Flyers’ 4-1 loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins on Nov. 25, he was moved to 
wing and hasn’t returned to center since. He’s played as far down as the 
third line but most recently has been on the second line. 

Tortorella said he’s trying to have Hayes focus just on offense and get 
that going. He added he trusts rookie Noah Cates’ defense more. Cates 
typically has played on the wing but has been playing center instead of 
Hayes. 

Hayes declined to comment after practice. Tortorella also declined to 
explain, saying, “That’s between Kevin and I.” 

Hayes is in the fourth year of a seven-year contract with an average 
annual value of $7.142 million. He is the highest-paid Flyer and takes up 
8.7% of the team’s cap space. 

Sedlák Czechs out 

When the Colorado Avalanche placed Lukáš Sedlák on waivers, he 
wondered if his former Columbus Blue Jackets coach Tortorella would 
claim him. 

Tortorella, along with general manager Chuck Fletcher, quickly jumped 
on his contract. Sedlák joined the Flyers in the Florida with a sunny 
smile. Now, he’s waving farewell to them. 

The versatile winger and aggressive penalty killer met with Tortorella on 
Saturday morning ahead of morning skate to let him know he decided to 
return home to the Czech Republic. Tortorella told him there’s a place for 
him in the Flyers organization, but once he heard Sedlák’s reasons, he 
didn’t argue them. 

“We’re going to miss him,” Tortorella said. “He’s a good man.” 

Lukáš Sedlák confirms he’s going home to “probably” play for Pardubice. 

He said it has nothing to do with the Flyers. Playing in the NHL didn’t 
bring him the joy he expected. At his age, it’s about being near family and 
having fun with however many hockey years he has left. 

— Giana Han (@giana_jade) December 17, 2022 

The decision came from a culmination of things, Sedlák said. There’s 
nothing serious to worry about back home, and there’s also nothing the 
Flyers did to drive him away. 

Before signing with the Avalanche, Sedlák, 29, played three seasons for 
Tortorella with the Blue Jackets and then three seasons in the KHL. He 
returned to North America to prove to himself he can be an NHL player. 

Sedlák achieved that goal. He became an important part of the Flyers’ 
penalty kill and played well enough to move up from the fourth line. He 
scored three goals and five assists and saw his ice time increase from 
nine or fewer minutes to 10-15 minutes every game. Achieving the goal 
made his decision more difficult. 

“If I knew that I can’t play it would be just like ‘OK, I’m not good enough, 
and I just go home and it’s fine, too,’” Sedlák said. “But this makes it kind 
of harder because I think I played pretty well and I was kind of happy with 
how I played.” 

However, the feeling of achievement wasn’t enough to entice him to stay. 
For several weeks, Sedlák said he was evaluating whether being an NHL 
player truly made him happy. Friday, he decided the answer was that it 
didn’t make him happy enough for how much he’s had to give up. 

“It didn’t bring me what I expected it to bring me,” Sedlák said. “I’d rather 
be home with my family.” 

Sedlák’s parents, brother, and fianceé live in the Czech Republic. He 
said they’ve sacrificed a lot for him to pursue a hockey career. For the 
last 12 years, he hasn’t been able to be home much. And his fianceé is 
working and in school, so she wasn’t able to come to the United States 
with him. 

“That’s one of the reasons, too,” Sedlák said. 

While he might be leaving the NHL, Sedlák is not leaving hockey 
completely. He will play for the club HC Dynamo Pardubice upon his 
return. It pays less, but he’s hoping it will be more fulfilling. 

“I’m getting to a certain age where it’s not just about being in NHL or 
playing in NHL for whatever matters, but it’s also about playing, having 
fun playing, because I don’t know how many good years I have left,” 
Sedlák said. 
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While the “negatives overwrite the positives,” it hasn’t been all bad. He’ll 
remember how Tortorella, who spoke highly of him, coached him in 
Columbus and in Philadelphia. He will carry the experience of playing a 
bigger NHL role than a fourth-liner. And he will remember how good his 
teammates were to him. 

His teammates will remember him as well. Although it’s an unusual 
situation, it’s not strange to lose a teammate suddenly, whether through 
trades or injuries. They’ll adapt, linemate Patrick Brown said, and they’ll 
remember the energy and hard work he brought. 

Scott Laughton, the only player to wear a letter on the team, said he 
found out Saturday morning. He said Sedlák brought energy at a time it 
was sorely needed. He plans to give him some time and then will reach 
out. 

“He’ll be missed in our room,” Laughton said. “I hope he’s happy.” 

DeAngelo’s angel 

Whenever Tony DeAngelo finished his summer workouts, he’d have 
lunch with his grandmother, Jo-Ann DeAngelo. 

Jo-Ann never was a big hockey fan, but when her grandson became one 
of the best prospects locally, she went all in. She watched all his games 
on TV, and when he was traded to the Flyers, she attended his debut. 

Jo-Ann supported more than just Tony the hockey player. She also 
supported Tony the person, always lending him a listening ear. He loved 
her with a bond unlike another. 

So when Jo-Ann died unexpectedly on Dec. 11, Tony didn’t even think of 
returning to his team. 

“Probably closer than I was to anybody,” Tony said. “She always told me 
that no matter what, she’d want me to play right away. But there was no 
way I could play next week.” 

Before Tony found out the news, he had been working out in Arizona, 
where he was going to be a healthy scratch. Now back, he’s jumping 
right back in the lineup. Being back on the ice and around his teammates 
is helpful, and he’s determined to play better than he was before he left. 

Jo-Ann would have watched his games on Comcast. She also still has 
the reminders for the Carolina Hurricanes games from when he played 
for them last year. The reminder for the Hurricanes game against the 
Seattle Kraken popped up on her television the other night. 

That was hard to see, Tony said, but he’ll be carrying her with him as he 
heads back out on the ice. 

Breakaways 

Just got a whole list of Flyers transactions: 

- Lukas Sedlák on unconditional waivers, will return to the Czechia for 
personal reasons. 

- Recalled Kieffer Bellows from AHL 

- Cam Atkinson placed on Injured Reserve (no note if backdated). 

- Tony DeAngelo activated from Non-Roster 

— Giana Han (@giana_jade) December 17, 2022 

Carter Hart will start in goal for the Flyers’ 7 p.m. game against the 
Rangers on Saturday. … Patrick Brown returns from injury. Kieffer 
Bellows has been called up from the Lehigh Valley Phantoms to replace 
Sedlák. Max Willman (upper body) remains out, so Olle Lyksell will play 
again. … Justin Braun comes out for DeAngelo. … Wade Allison (oblique 
and hip) skated but will not play. Cam Atkinson and Zack MacEwen did 
not skate. 
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Flyers can’t keep momentum going, lose to Rangers 

Good start fizzles as Rangers exert control over Flyers 

 

By JACK MCCAFFERY | jmccaffery@delcotimes.com 

The Delaware County Daily Times 

PUBLISHED December 17, 2022 at 10:12 p.m. | UPDATED: December 
17, 2022 at 10:13 p.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA — In what technically qualified as a playoff race, after 
what technically qualified as an acceptable road trip, the Flyers had a 
chance Saturday night to take one more stride away from irrelevance. 

While only five points out of a postseason spot, even if stashed in 
seventh place in the Metropolitan Division, the Flyers wasted that 
opportunity to draw closer, falling, 6-3, to the New York Rangers. 

On a night when John Tortorella chose to bench leading scorer Kevin 
Hayes, the Flyers scored more than two goals for just the second time in 
their last six games. 

“I’ll put it to you this way: I can’t keep looking by things because we’re 
worried about scoring,” said Tortorella of making Hayes a healthy 
scratch. “I’ve got to look at the big picture of what the standard is of how 
we have to play. So that outweighs losing some offense in a particular 
game.” 

The Flyers were 1-1-2 on what was known to be a critical road trip, 
capping it with a 2-1 victory in Jersey, and they played with some jump 
Saturday, twice responding with goals after falling behind by two. 

“I think we can show them what we can do when we get it behind them 
and use our legs,” Owen Tippett said. “Obviously, it goes to show when 
we’re moving our feet and moving the puck like that.” 

The Flyers took a 1-0 lead at 7:11 of the first when Tippett sent a long 
pass off the back wall and James van Riemsdyk accepted the ricochet 
before spinning and scoring to the far side of Jaroslav Halak. 

“Playing with a veteran guy like that who sees the ice well, it makes it 
easier,” Tippett said. “It just makes the communication with our linemates 
a lot easier.” 

The Rangers responded at 16:58 when Artemi Panarin hustled in, 
accepted a cross-ice feed from Barclay Goodrow and beat Carter Hart. 

After the Flyers failed on a power play, K’Andre Miller beat Travis 
Sanheim to a puck at the blue line and scored on a breakaway for a 2-1 
New York lead at 9:09 of the second. On the play, Sanheim drew a 
delayed penalty that likely would have led to a penalty shot. Just 3:05 
later, Goodrow leaked behind the defense, accepted Mika Zibanejad’s 
feed and scored to put the Flyers behind by two. 

Scott Laughton intercepted a pass and went the length of the ice for a 
shorthanded breakaway goal to draw the Flyers within 3-2 with 2:04 left 
in the second. But at 6:22 of the third, Jimmy Vesey took a pass in the 
slot and drove it low past Hart’s waving glove to restore the two-goal New 
York lead. 

The Flyers, though, kept coming, and at 7:53, Morgan Frost scored 
through some traffic. Over the last seven games, Frost has supplied two 
goals and four assists. 

The Flyers had a chance to force a tie when Vincent Trocheck was sent 
to the box for slashing with 3:20 to play. But with Hart pulled for a 6-on-4 
skater edge, Jacob Trouba pushed a puck out of the zone and the length 
of the ice for the 5-3 lead. Ryan Lindgren was credited with an empty-net 
goal with 48 seconds left. 
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The Flyers, who were out-shot 35-32, fell to 10-15-7. The Rangers are 
17-10-7. 

“After a long road trip like that with the time change and everything it’s 
nice to the come home,” Tippett had said earlier. “Obviously, it’s easier to 
kind of feed off the home crowd and to get our legs going here.” 

For little reason other than that he felt like it, Lukas Sedlak quit the Flyers 
Saturday to return to the Czech Republic. 

Sedlak, 29, was selected off waivers from Colorado in October and had 
scored three goals in 23 games. He had previously played for the Blue 
Jackets and Avalanche. 

“The last couple weeks, I was trying to figure out if I still enjoyed it and if 
hockey was still giving me what I wanted,” Sedlak said. “My family 
sacrificed a lot for me being here. I haven’t really been home for the last 
12 years. I just think the negatives outweighed the positives.” 

As would be the way it has been going, Sedlak was a player Tortorella 
was growing to like. 

“He’s a good man,” said Tortorella, who had coached Sedlak in 
Columbus. “We’re going to miss him.” 

Sedlak was placed on unconditional waivers. 

Tony DeAngelo was back after being excused for three games to mourn 
the passing of his grandmother. Though he had been a healthy scratch 
before his personal leave, he was immediately reunited with Nick Seeler 
and was not on a minutes restriction. 

“There’s more to my game,” said DeAngelo, who has four goals in 27 
games. “I am really looking to catch up.” 

NOTES >> Zack MacEwen was a late scratch due to illness. … To 
replace Sedlak on the roster, Keiffer Bellows was recalled from the 
Phantoms. … Cam Atkinson, who has not played all season with an 
upper-body issue, was placed on injured reserve, but is eligible to return 
at any time. 
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McCaffery: Kevin Hayes takes a seat, but it’s not as hot as John 
Tortorella’s 

Flyers coach benches team’s scoring leader … why? 

 

By JACK MCCAFFERY | jmccaffery@delcotimes.com 

The Delaware County Daily Times 

PUBLISHED December 17, 2022 at 7:34 p.m. | UPDATED: December 
17, 2022 at 8:08 p.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA — The greatest skill of a politician, a leader or a hockey 
coach – John Tortorella, in other words – is to be able to straddle both 
sides of a raging creek and make sure to be the only one not winding up 
drenched. 

It’s a command of nuance, the natural ability to sell. It’s a gift of speaking. 
And mostly, it’s the blessing of a short memory. 

The Flyers’ coach since June, Tortorella has been nothing if not an 
entertaining issue-surfer. One day, he will insist that he will never rebuild 
at the cost of winning even one game, one period, one shift. Another day, 
he will bench his leading goal-scorer in a volcano of self-righteousness. 
That’s what he did again Saturday before a visit from the New York 
Rangers. 

Aware that he had little to lose by casting a modestly popular Flyer as the 
personification of one of the least satisfying seasons in the history of a 
once-proud franchise, Tortorella announced Kevin Hayes would spend 
the night not in skates, but in dress shoes, and that he could sit 
anywhere in the Wells Fargo Center as long as it wasn’t on the Flyers’ 
bench. 

Why? 

“That’s between Kevin and I,” Torotrella said. “Yeah.” 

And how did Hayes take it? 

“That’s between Kevin and I.” 

Since the NHL and the Flyers have authorized the sale of $122.49 Kevin 
Hayes jerseys, that was quite the claim that a fan doesn’t have the right 
to know why the leading scorer is a healthy scratch. But it should not 
have been a shock, given how Tortorella has treated a player lured to 
Philadelphia by Alain Vigneault all season. 

Once, maybe twice, Hayes already had been rested late in games. Then 
there was the other night in Jersey when Hayes watched the third period 
of a 2-1 victory over New Jersey from rinkside. Tortorella has his 
reasons, and he would always have the No. 1 playing-time argument for 
any coach in sports at the ready: Hey, we can lose without you. 

That’s what the Flyers do, mostly, that victory over the Devils aside: They 
lose. And while they can scramble to spin that they hired Tortorella as the 
foreman of a rebuilding project, that hardly was their pitch when they 
went the extra buck to bring in an accomplished winner. But that’s the 
latest, or at least that’s how Tortorella has molded the latest: That he has 
been assigned to stroll behind the bench and decide which players 
should be Flyers at the trade deadline, next season and beyond. 

Hayes, who has had the audacity to score more than anyone else on the 
team, will not be on that save-the-date-card mailing list. He’s not 
Tortorella’s kind of player, and at 30 he was not likely to still be playing at 
a high level by the time the Flyers returned to serious contention anyway. 
Tortorella wasn’t asked to make his hockey decisions by identifying the 
leading point-producers. He is right to trust his instincts. 

Yet for weeks, Torotrella – while saying that he doesn’t – has run for 
cover behind injuries. That, he was able to handle politically not by 
blaming the weak backs, broken bones or squishy muscles, but by 
shrugging that he has been unable to properly gauge the Flyers because 
so many important players have been unavailable. 

Same thing, said differently. Bravo. 

But if the Flyers’ struggles are tied to the number of unavailable offensive 
forces – Sean Couturier and Cam Atkins haven’t played all season – then 
why would Tortorella bench his leading scorer when they had just 
collected four standings points in their last four games? 

“It’s kind of a big picture in my mind, as far as a team concept,” Tortorella 
said. “Again, I don’t want to get into a long conversation about it, but it’s a 
legitimate question. I’ll put it to you this way: I can’t keep looking by 
things because we’re worried about scoring. I’ve got to look at the big 
picture of what the standard is of how we have to play. 

“So that outweighs losing some offense in a particular game. I’ll give you 
that.” 

Not that Tortorella mentioned it specifically, but he might have been 
annoyed by Hayes’ neutral-zone turnover in the second period of the 
Devils game. And the coach has dropped enough hints that the same 
players keep making the same mistakes; a plausible idea, given the 
standings. 

Hayes has never grumbled about his treatment, nor have there been 
complaints about him from the players. He plays multiple positions 
without spreading stress. And since Tortorella has made it clear that he 
has been coach-able and gives effort, it’s clear that he just doesn’t care 
for the veteran forward’s set of skills. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 18, 2022 

 

So Hayes will be treated to some rest, even if that means the scoreboard 
operator will enjoy some, too. 

It’s as handy a way as any for a coach-slash-politician to build for later 
while saying he is trying to win now. 
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'Another loss, but I can't look at it that way' — Flyers miss firepower, drop 
to NYR 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers fell in a 3-1 hole Saturday night and didn't have enough to dig 
out of it. 

The club lost to the Rangers, 6-3, at the Wells Fargo Center. 

The Flyers (10-15-7) haven't won consecutive games since Nov. 5-8. 
They came home on a morale-boosting 2-1 win Thursday over the 
Devils, a game in which they survived 49 shots from New Jersey. 

John Tortorella rolled with 11 forwards and seven defensemen Saturday 
night. The head coach made a bold move to healthy scratch his leading 
scorer Kevin Hayes. Tortorella stuck to the decision despite Zack 
MacEwen being out with an illness and Lukas Sedlak parting ways with 
the club. 

The Flyers have lost 17 of their last 20 games (3-12-5), a stretch in which 
they've scored 2.20 goals per game. 

"I know you're tired of hearing the s--- from me about good minutes and 
this and that," Tortorella said. "It's another loss, but I can't look at it that 
way. I've got to keep on being part of the group and trying to help them 
and continue to teach. 

"I like the group. We have some deficiencies as far as the skill level and 
things we need to add to our group, but this is our team right now and I 
like the way they handle themselves." 

But is falling short of consecutive wins starting to get frustrating? 

"Yeah," Scott Laughton said. 

New York won its sixth straight game. Plenty of Rangers fans made the 
trip to Philadelphia and enjoyed this one. 

Jimmy Vesey's 4-2 goal in the third period turned out to be the game-
winner. Morgan Frost answered a minute and a half later but the Flyers 
couldn't find the equalizer. 

Jacob Trouba finished things off with a shorthanded empty-net goal. 
Ryan Lindgren tacked on another empty-netter for good measure. 

The Flyers are 0-1-1 against the Rangers (17-10-5) this season and face 
them once more with a March 1 matchup in Philadelphia. 

• After James van Riemsdyk opened the game's scoring 7:11 minutes 
into the action, New York responded with three straight goals, handing 
the Flyers what felt like an insurmountable deficit. 

Artemi Panarin tied the game later in the first period. Carter Hart had little 
to no chance on the shot right at his doorstep. 

In the second period, shortly after the Flyers failed to convert on a power 
play, K'Andre Miller made an impressive play up ice and beat Hart even 
after the defenseman was tripped on his breakaway. 

A little over three minutes later, Barclay Goodrow cushioned the Rangers' 
lead to 3-1. 

The Flyers had a chance entering the third period thanks to a clutch save 
by Hart and a massive shorthanded goal from Laughton in the final three 
and a half minutes of the middle stanza. 

The Flyers' power play went a costly 0 for 4 on the night. It came up 
empty with under three and a half minutes left in a 4-3 game. 

• Coming off of his career-high-tying 48-save effort, Hart turned away 29 
of the Rangers' 33 shots. 

"We know they've got a lot skill up front, they can make plays, they have 
four guys on the rush usually," Hart said. "A couple times they got behind 
our guys. It's just the way it is, it happens. We've got to look at it, review, 
learn from it and move on." 

New York backup Jaroslav Halak denied 29 of the Flyers' 32 shots. 

• Tony DeAngelo returned to the lineup after being unavailable for the 
final three games of the Flyers' four-game road trip. 

The 27-year-old defenseman was back home because of the death of his 
grandmother Jo-Ann DeAngelo. 

"We were super, super close," DeAngelo said Saturday morning. 
"Probably closer with her than I was with anybody. Just a tough loss for 
everybody. It was unexpected, so pretty sad." 

DeAngelo is a local product. After being traded to the Flyers in the 
offseason, he was able to enjoy daily visits with his grandmother at her 
South Philadelphia home in Packer Park. 

"We told her everything, honestly," an emotional DeAngelo said. "If you 
ever had any problems or whatever you just needed to talk about, we told 
her it all. 

"We all live in the same neighborhood. Every day after I was done here 
this summer, we would have lunch every day. I'd bring her lunch or just 
bring my lunch over there and we'd sit together. Just a lot of special 
times." 

• Laughton was banged up in the third period but stayed in the game. 

• Wade Allison (oblique/hip) participated in morning skate Saturday. The 
25-year-old winger has been out longer than the Flyers originally 
anticipated. 

Allison was injured Nov. 12. On Nov. 22, the Flyers announced he'd be 
out approximately two to three weeks. 

It was announced Saturday that the Flyers placed Cam Atkinson (upper 
body) on injured reserve, which tells you his recovery is not quite a day-
to-day thing. The move freed up another roster spot for the Flyers, who 
needed it with all of the juggling. 

Atkinson had been practicing and was cleared for contact at the end of 
last month. He was not seen on the ice Saturday. 

Patrick Brown and Kieffer Bellows entered the lineup Saturday night at 
forward. 

• The Flyers are back at it Tuesday when they welcome the Blue Jackets 
(7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 
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With Flyers ranked 30th in goals, Tortorella benches his top scorer vs. 
Rangers 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 
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VOORHEES, N.J. — The Flyers are scoring 2.39 goals per game, the 
third fewest in the NHL. 

They've scored two or fewer goals 18 times through 31 games. 

They have three wins over their last 19 games (3-11-5), a stretch in 
which they've scored just 2.16 goals per game. 

With the Flyers' opportunity to win consecutive games for the first time 
since Nov. 5-8, John Tortorella has benched his leading scorer. Kevin 
Hayes, who has 29 points in 31 games, will be a healthy scratch 
Saturday when the Flyers play his former team the Rangers at the Wells 
Fargo Center (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

The decision comes on the heels of Tortorella sitting Hayes for the entire 
third period of the Flyers' 2-1 win Thursday over the Devils at the 
Prudential Center. It marked the second time the head coach glued 
Hayes to the pine for a full third period. 

After Thursday's game, Tortorella did not want to explain his decision to 
sit Hayes in the third period of a 1-1 game. 

"Oh, I'm not going to talk [about that]," Tortorella said. "It was my decision 
not to play him, but I'm not going to get too involved in that." 

The head coach remained mostly tight-lipped Saturday morning about 
the reasoning behind his decision to bench Hayes against the Rangers. 

"That's between Kevin and I," Tortorella said. 

Hayes partook in the Flyers' morning skate. He declined to comment. 

Kevin Hayes helping with PK at skate as Flyers work on power play. 

Hayes will not play tonight after being benched for third period Thursday. 
pic.twitter.com/yMpNijTtdn— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) December 17, 
2022 

The 30-year-old forward committed a neutral-zone turnover late in the 
second period against New Jersey. 

Tortorella had moved Hayes from center to winger at the end of 
November because of his struggles in the defensive zone. 

"He knows," the head coach said then. "Kevin's trying. This isn't a player 
that's stubborn. He cares and is trying to be the best he can be. I think he 
has bad habits. It's not just from one year, two years, it's probably 
throughout his career." 

When Hayes sat during the third period of the Flyers' 3-0 loss to the 
Sharks back in October, he didn't feel a conversation with Tortorella was 
absolutely necessary. Both Tortorella and Hayes quickly turned the page. 
Hayes answered the next game with two assists in the Flyers' 4-3 win 
over the Panthers. 

"I respect everything that Torts brings to this room, I respect all of his 
ideas and all of his coaching stuff," Hayes said Oct. 27. "Obviously when 
you get benched, you don't agree with him. I don't think I'll ever agree 
with a coach that benches me. 

"I don't think I would seek out a coach in Game 6. I don't think that's the 
right timing, he's a new coach, we're getting to know each other. I would 
be a little bit more concerned if it was Game 30 or — I'd probably seek 
him out then. Game 6, it's early in the season, I think I'm doing some 
things the correct way. We haven't talked too much, but I think that's a 
good thing." 

Tortorella opened up a tad about balancing the decision of scratching a 
player like Hayes knowing the offense-needy Flyers are losing his 
scoring. 

"It's kind of a big picture in my mind as far as team concept," Tortorella 
said. "Again, I don't want to get into a long conversation about it, but it's a 
legitimate question. 

"I'll put it to you this way — I can't keep looking by things because we're 
worried about scoring. I've got to look at the big picture of what this team 

is going to be, what the standard is of how we have to play. That far 
outweighs losing some offense in a particular game. I'll give you that." 

Hayes leads the Flyers in points (29), assists (20) and shots (89). He 
entered Saturday projected to finish with 24 goals and a career-high 77 
points in 82 games. 

Turns out, he won't play all 82 games. He'll sit tonight as the Flyers try to 
score without him. 
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Flyers lose a forward who heads back home for personal reasons 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — The Flyers lost a valuable bottom-six forward 
Saturday. 

Lukas Sedlak was placed on unconditional waivers and will head back to 
his home country for personal reasons. 

The Czech Republic native was claimed off of waivers Oct. 19 by the 
Flyers. During the summer, he signed a one-year, $800,000 deal with the 
Avalanche after playing the previous three seasons in Russia for the 
KHL's Traktor Chelyabinsk. 

Sedlak, who turns 30 years old in February, was a top-line player 
overseas. He played for John Tortorella's Blue Jackets from 2016-17 to 
2018-19. He said his return to the NHL this season didn't bring him what 
he expected. He had missed playing a larger role and hadn't been home 
"really for the last 12 years," he said. 

"The last few weeks, I was trying to figure it out, if I enjoy it and if hockey 
is still giving me what I want from it," Sedlak said Saturday at Flyers 
Training Center. "Because I feel like my family has sacrificed a lot for me 
being here. ... I think now, just the negatives kind of overweighed the 
positives. 

"It's nothing with the organization, with the team or anything like that. It's 
strictly kind of me trying to be home and play a little bit more." 

Sedlak and his fiancee live in Prague. He has been away from her, his 
parents and brother. 

"She's studying and working, so she's not here really now," he said. 
"That's one of the reasons, too." 

Sedlak had played well for the Flyers, giving them a significant lift in their 
bottom six. When the Flyers were banged up, he climbed in the lineup 
and saw some power play time. In 27 games for the Flyers, he recorded 
eight points (three goals, five assists), a plus-3 mark and 12:42 minutes 
per game. He had three multi-point games. 

With the defending champion Avalanche, Sedlak appeared in three 
games and played 7:42 minutes per game. 

He's likely to join Pardubice in Czech Extraliga. 

"He's a good man," Tortorella said. "We're going to miss him. He's a 
good man, I've known him for a number of years." 

"He's played really well for us and we're going to miss him. But this is 
something that is his decision." 

Sedlak expected to play a smaller role when he returned to the NHL. 

"When I came from Russia, I obviously played there a lot, I enjoyed 
playing a lot and kind of being the guy," he said. "I didn't expect to have 
that here. I knew what I was going to get — how many minutes, stuff like 
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that. I thought I was going to feel better about it. When I signed with 
Colorado, I kind of knew I might have a chance to win. 

"I'm getting to a certain age where it's not just about being in the NHL. It's 
also about playing, having fun playing, because I don't know how many 
good years I have left." 

Sedlak will leave with some positives from his short time in Philadelphia. 

"I remember how much Torts taught me when I was in Columbus. He 
taught me other things here, as well. I will take that," he said. "Lots of 
good memories with the guys in the locker room. They were awesome to 
me." 
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