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Carolina Hurricanes point streak reaches 11 with 3-2 home win over Pittsburgh Penguins  

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes were in a tight game Sunday with 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, needing someone to come up big in 
the third period and make a difference. 

Someone like their captain, Jordan Staal. 

Staal’s goal at 13:33 of the third was the game-winner as the 
Canes bested the Pens 3-2 at PNC Arena, giving rookie 
goalie Pyotr Kochetkov another win, extending their point 
streak to 11 games and moving into a near dead heat for the 
Metropolitan Division lead. 

Staal did a little of everything for the Canes (19-6-6), whose 
44 points are tied with the Metro-leading New Jersey Devils, 
who have two more wins than Carolina. 

Staal won four faceoffs in the Canes’ zone against Sidney 
Crosby in the final 72 seconds of regulation after the Pens 
pulled goalie Casey DeSmith for a sixth attacker. He 
screened DeSmith earlier in the third, allowing defenseman 
Brady Skjei to score on a shot from the left point for a 2-2 tie. 

“He’s usually there and he’s a big body,” a smiling Skjei said 
of the screen by Staal. “I’m not surprised that the goalie 
couldn’t see that one. But he’s phenomenal, huge for us 
every night.” 

Carolina trailed 2-1 in the third after the Pens’ Brock McGinn 
— the former Canes forward — scored off the rush five 
minutes into the period. But Skjei’s goal three minutes later, 
the D-man’s sixth, set up the finish. 

The Canes, again without injured center Sebastian Aho, 
were back on the ice for a 5 p.m. start Sunday after taking a 
5-4 overtime win Saturday night against the Dallas Stars. 
Derek Stepan scored the game’s first goal Sunday in the 
second period as Canes’ fourth line struck again, but Rickard 
Rakell’s power-play goal tied it for the Pens. 

Goalie Tristan Jarry has won his past six games for the 
Pens, but DeSmith was in net Sunday, making his second 
start in December. The Pens (18-9-4), also making a strong 
push at the Metro lead, had won seven straight games and 
had picked up points in nine consecutive road games, a 
franchise record. 

Kochetkov, taking over as the Canes’ No. 1 goalie, made his 
seventh start of the month after Antti Raanta played against 

the Stars. Kochetkov improved to 9-1-4, finishing with 23 
saves, 11 in the first period. 

“Proud of the group,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“They’re tired, mentally. Played a lot of games and obviously 
missing a lot of pieces. But we’re getting a lot of 
contributions.” 

Takeaways from the game 

▪ Not exactly breaking news but Canes winger Martin Necas 
has become a dynamic player, the kind who can raise the 
decibel level in the building when he gets the puck on his 
stick. He had a between-the-legs shot Sunday that caused 
nearly as big a roar as a score. 

“He’s always been dangerous,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s just 
getting better. He took that danger level to another level. 
He’s confident. Let’s face it, you don’t make these kinds of 
plays he’s making without being confident.” 

▪ Teuvo Teravainen, who played his seventh game since 
being sidelined with an injury, has always been an 
underrated defender and is effective on the penalty kill. Late 
in a Pens’ power play in the first period, the winger knocked 
the puck away from Evgeni Malkin as the Canes killed off a 
penalty in a then-scoreless game. 

▪ McGinn scores. For several years that was a good thing for 
the Canes. But the winger signed with the Pens and left and 
was back Sunday to torment his former team with a third-
period goal off the rush — on a pass from Kasperi Kapanen 
— for a 2-1 Pens lead. 

▪ Jaccob Slavin never takes a penalty. Well, maybe two or 
three — a season. The defenseman got one Sunday, flipping 
the puck across the ice and over the glass, for his third of 
2022-23. It was costly for the Canes as Rakell promptly 
scored on the power play for a 1-1 tie in the second. 

▪ Jesper Fast makes all the plays, large and small, that can 
make difference in a game. The winger made a sweet pass 
to Staal for the winner but also won a board battle to get the 
puck out of the zone later in the third. 

▪ Center Jesperi Kotkaniemi was active Sunday, on a day 
when the Canes were slow starters, and had a team-high six 
hits but needs to take more advantage of his offensive 
chances. 
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Hurricanes knocking on door of Metro Division lead, regardless of how they got here 
By Luke DeCock 

Never mind how they got here, which wasn’t the way anyone 
could have foreseen. Never mind who they’re missing, and 
have been for a while. The Carolina Hurricanes are tied for 
first in the Metropolitan Division, right where they thought 
they would be. 

Not that it was a straight line to get here, by any means. 
Their path has been as zig-zaggy as their batty travel 
itinerary, something else they have endured and overcome. 

But for all the hand-wringing over goal scoring, for all the 
injuries, nothing has stayed these couriers from the swift 
completion of their appointed rounds. 

If you were to be told in August that Teuvo Teravainen 
wouldn’t score his first goal until mid-December; that 
Frederik Andersen would miss seven weeks (and counting), 
leaving Pyotr Kotchetkov to play meaningful games; that Max 
Pacioretty would still be waiting to play his first game in this 
uniform, you’d probably be worrying about who the 
Hurricanes are going to dump at the trade deadline, not how 
they might play fancy cap games to squeeze a late addition 
onto the roster. 

It’s been this kind of season: Sebastian Aho has missed five 
games, and the Hurricanes have won all five of them after 
Sunday’s 3-2 win over the Pittsburgh Penguins, a win that 
extended their point streak to 11 games while snuffing the 
Penguins’ winning streak at seven. 

These are the weird things that happen during the serialized 
Dickens novel that is an 82-game NHL season, rarely 
following the itinerary sketched out before it begins, and such 
travails have derailed lesser Hurricanes teams, or at the 
least put them under pressure to pick up the pace. 

There’s none of that now. While the Andersen situation 
appears to be the same as it was during the playoffs last 
spring — he’ll return to the net when he’s good and ready to 
return to the net — there’s no reason to rush him. He still 
gives the Hurricanes their best chance at winning the Stanley 
Cup, so they might as well let him return to peak physical 
and mental condition at his own pace. 

The fourth line is scoring goals, Martin Necas is playing with 
the confidence of a superstar — he nearly scored from 

between his own legs Sunday — Kotchetkov is playing with 
the confidence of someone who doesn’t know any better and 
Jordan Staal can still squeeze the drama out of a narrow late 
lead when the Hurricanes need him to do just that. 

Aho, Teravainen, Andersen out? No problem. Jaccob Slavin 
takes penalties at an unprecedented rate? (He’s up to six — 
6! — minutes now.) No problem. There are obviously areas 
for real and necessary improvement — a combined 12 goals 
from Teravainen, Seth Jarvis, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Paul 
Stastny isn’t cutting it, given the opportunities they have and 
the responsibility they’re given — but so much of what could 
gone dramatically wrong has been alleviated by Necas’ 
improvement, by the steadiness of the Hurricanes defense 
and Kotchetkov’s emergency elevation. 

They may not score a lot of goals, especially given the 
chances they create, but they’re scoring enough — and 
surely they’ll finish more of those chances at some point. 

“I’m proud of the group,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “They’re tired for sure, mentally. A lot of games and 
obviously we’re missing a lot of pieces. We’re getting a lot of 
contributions.” 

Sunday was a great example of that. With the Hurricanes 
only 22 hours removed from a home overtime win over the 
Dallas Stars on Saturday, they were nearly blown out of their 
own building in the first five minutes, much to the delight of 
the Penguins fans who made the drive in from Cary. 

But Kotchetkov played with unusual calm and made one 
huge save on Ryan Poehling, keeping the Hurricanes in the 
game. And down a goal early in the third, Staal’s line 
plugged away, hemming the Penguins in their own zone and 
creating a pair of goals — one from Brady Skjei, one from 
Staal — before securing the win with four straight faceoff 
wins in the final minute and the Pittsburgh net empty. 

It was a big-time win for a team that has another test waiting. 
The Hurricanes have now caught the hot-starting New 
Jersey Devils in the Metro, but the Devils are here Tuesday 
with first place on the line. 

It’s where the Hurricanes always expected to be, even if this 
isn’t how they expected to get here.
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Staal leads Hurricanes to win over Penguins, tie for 1st in Metro 
In a matchup of two of the NHL's hottest teams, Carolina 
rallied to erase a third-period lead and beat Pittsburgh 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes and Penguins entered 
Sunday’s game as the NHL’s two hottest teams. 

Carolina came in with points in 10 straight, while Pittsburgh 
had won seven in a row. And both teams had also surged to 
the rear bumper of the Devils, who a few weeks ago had 
been deemed to be “running away” with the Metropolitan 
Division. 

So it should come as no surprise that the teams entered the 
third period tied with a goal apiece. 

The Hurricanes saw two familiar names connect for a go-
ahead Penguins goal, but Carolina’s captain served some 
revenge of his own against the team that drafted him. 

Jordan Staal won a puck battle in the corner to help set up 
the tying goal, and then just over five minutes later he 
finished off the Hurricanes’ comeback by scoring with 6:27 
remaining to give Carolina a 3-2 win in front of 18,117 
Sunday at PNC Arena. 

“He had a great third period and was, I think, the best player 
maybe in the game,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. 

The win improved the Hurricanes to 19-6-6 with 44 points, 
tying them with New Jersey. 

“We’ve played really, really well,” Brind’Amour added. “And 
that’s indicative of where we’re at.” 

At first, it looked like longtime Hurricanes winger Brock 
McGinn would keep the Penguins’ winning streak alive. 

After an ill-advised drop by Carolina’s Seth Jarvis, 
Pittsburgh’s Kasperi Kapanen — the son of longtime 
Hurricanes player Sami — turned up ice with McGinn on a 2-
on-1. McGinn’s one-timer beat Carolina goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov (24 saves) for his ninth goal of the season and 
the Penguins’ first lead of the game at 5:03 of the third. 

But Carolina — led by Staal — had an answer. 

First, the Hurricanes captain was shoved to the ice by 
defenseman Kris Letang in the corner of the offensive zone. 
But Staal kept the puck in his range and got back to his feet 
to occupy two Penguins defenders. 

“I was breathing through my eyelids at that point,” Staal said 
of being tired at the end of his shift, “and I was just trying to 
get it in their end.” 

Derek Stepan collected the loose puck and got it to Brady 
Skjei at the point, and his shot found its way through Staal’s 
screen and past Pittsburgh goalie Casey DeSmith (26 saves) 
to tie the game at 8:17 of the third. 

“It was 11? That makes sense,” Skjei said of Staal having the 
screen on the goal. “He’s usually there. He’s a big body, so 
I’m not surprised their goalie couldn’t see that one.” 

Then Staal gave his current team the lead for good over his 
former one. 

Jordan Martinook and Staal changed places behind the 
Penguins’ net, and Staal followed a similar script by getting 
the puck to Skjei at the point. But the defenseman misfired 
on the one-timer, and the puck fluttered to Jesper Fast in the 
right circle. 

Fast quickly spun and sent the puck across the goal mouth, 
and Staal was on the other side to knock in the go-ahead 
goal. 

For good measure, Staal won four defensive zone faceoffs 
against counterpart Sidney Crosby with an extra Penguins 
attacker on the ice in the final 72 seconds, sealing the win. 

“He was not doing very well in faceoffs all game,” 
Brind’Amour said of Staal, who had lost 10 of 15 before 
winning the last four. “You just keep throwing him out there 
and you know that when it counts, Jordo’s gonna come up 
big.” 

Before the playoff-esque third period, the teams traded goals 
in the second period. 

Carolina got on the board first when its fourth line did solid 
work below the goal line and eventually got the puck to 
Stepan, who shot to the short side and beat DeSmith to give 
the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 3:35 of the middle frame. 

It was Stepan’s second goal of the season, both coming in 
the last three games after he was held without a goal in the 
season’s first 24. 

“The bounces are starting to come and the confidence is 
there,” Stepan said. “It doesn’t matter how long you’ve been 
in the league. When it goes away from you it’s hard to fight it 
back, and then when the floodgates open, it just pours. And it 
hasn’t changed throughout my entire career.” 

The Penguins tied the game on their fourth power play of the 
night. 

With Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin in the penalty 
box for delay of game, Pittsburgh needed just five seconds to 
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score as Rickard Rakell tipped an Evgeni Malkin shot past 
Kochetkov to tie the game at 12:20 of the second. 

The Hurricanes’ surge up the standings coincided with 
Kochetkov’s arrival. 

The 23-year-old Russian improved to 9-1-4 with a 2.01 
goals-against average and .923 save percentage. 

“He’s been really good for us,” Stepan said, “and I don’t think 
it’s any secret the poise he has and the talent he has.” 

Notes: Malkin was held without a shot on goal for the second 
time this season and just the fifth time in the last 72 games. 
… Stepan had his first two-point game since a 7-1 win in 
Boston on Jan. 18 of last season. … Slavin now has three 
penalties on the season, all puck over the glass infractions. 

 
 

 

Recap: Canes Beat Penguins, Win Fifth Straight 
Staal scores the game-winner with 6:27 remaining in the 
third; Carolina's point streak moves to 11. 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes snapped the 
Pittsburgh Penguins' seven-game win streak Sunday, taking 
an important Metropolitan Division battle by a score of 3-2. 

The Story 

Playing their second game in as many nights, the Canes 
relied heavily on netminder Pyotr Kochetkov in the early 
stages of the game. 

The Penguins produced 11 shots in the first 10:34, but the 
rookie was up to par on all tests early on and allowed his 
team to ride out the early wave of momentum for the other 
side. 

A scoreless first period quickly gave way during the middle 
frame though, as Derek Stepan etched his second tally in 
three games. 

Some quality work along the wall by linemates Jack Drury 
and Stefan Noesen created the opportunity, giving the Canes 
the first goal of the contest for a fifth consecutive game. 

 However, on the wrong end of trends for Carolina, it would 
be a second straight night of allowing their opponents to get 
their first goal of the night on the power play. Rickard Rakell 
tipped home an Evgeni Malkin setup in the slot, sending the 
game to the third tied at 1-1. 

Then, 5:03 into the third, Pittsburgh then earned their first 
lead of the night. 

Former Hurricane Brock McGinn capitalized on a failed drop 
pass by the home side in their attacking end, putting home a 
setup from Kasperi Kapanen at the other end of the ice. 

The Penguins' lead would last just 3:14 though, as Brady 
Skjei pulled the contest back even. 

Another board battle won by Carolina allowed the 
defenseman to fit a shot through traffic, giving him his 12th 
even strength goal of the calendar year. Only three 
defensemen in all of the NHL have more since January 1. 

Just over five minutes later the home team was able to add 
another though, this time putting them back in front for good. 

What began as possession in the offensive zone for Carolina 
quickly became a scramble after a failed shot from the point, 
but the puck found its way to Jesper Fast's tape, who then 
fed one across the crease to Jordan Staal for the eventual 
game-winner.  

Despite a push with the extra attacker on by Pittsburgh, 
Kochetkov was able to hold down the fort and get the game 
to the final horn. The rookie advances to 9-1-4 with the win, 
stopping 26 tonight. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his thoughts on the contest, post-
game... 

"We kind of survived the first 10 minutes and then it kind of 
settled down. We actually put together a decent period. The 
second period was weird, but I thought the third period was 
really solid. I was proud of the group, they were tired for 
sure. Obviously it's a lot of games and we're missing a lot of 
pieces, but we're getting a lot of contributions now." 

Derek Stepan after netting his second goal in three games... 

"The bounces are starting to come and the confidence is 
there. It doesn't matter how long you've been in the league, 
when it goes away it's hard to find it back. Then when it does 
the floodgates open and it just pours. It hasn't changed 
throughout my entire career." 

Jordan Staal giving his insight on a hard-fought win... 

"It was a tight game. There wasn't a ton of mistakes or room 
out there. I thought we started to build a game. It was an 
average start, Stepan got us going and I thought in the third 
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period we took control of the puck. We started to play our 
style, play in their end and created some offensive chances. 
When you do that you give yourself a pretty good chance to 
win." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes advance to 19-6-6 with the victory, 
giving them a share of the Metropolitan lead. They 
now are locked at 44 points with the New Jersey 
Devils, who come to PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

 Carolina's point streak (11 games) is now tied for 
the fourth-longest in franchise history. 

 With an assist on Derek Stepan's game-opening 
goal, Stefan Noesen now has four points (2G, 2A) 
in his last five games. 

What's Next? 

The team is scheduled to be off on Monday. They'll return to 
game action Tuesday at PNC Arena against the New Jersey 
Devils. 

 
 

 

Hurricanes rally past Penguins, extend point streak to 11 
Staal breaks tie in 3rd period; Pittsburgh loses for first time in 
eight games 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jordan Staal scored with 6:27 remaining in 
the third period, and the Carolina Hurricanes extended their 
point streak to 11 games with a 3-2 win against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins at PNC Arena on Sunday. 

Staal got his stick around Pittsburgh defenseman Chad 
Ruhwedel and tapped a spinning pass from Jesper Fast into 
an open net. 

"I thought in the third period we took control of the puck and 
started to play our style and created some offensive 
chances," said Staal, who also had an assist. "The more you 
do that, the better your odds of winning." 

Derek Stepan and Brady Skjei each had a goal and an assist 
for the Hurricanes (19-6-6), who have won five straight, 
including 5-4 in overtime against the Dallas Stars on 
Saturday, and are 9-0-2 during their point streak. 

"We kind of survived that first 10 minutes. That had every 
reason in the book to look like that the whole game," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We managed to right 
the ship and kind of get in a good flow. I'm proud of the 
group. They're tired for sure, mentally." 

Pyotr Kochetkov, who made 23 saves, has won four straight 
starts and is 7-0-1 in his past eight games. 

"Every start he's been solid," Brind'Amour said "He kept us in 
there and made big save after big save. It's not like there's 
100 shots coming at him, but there's big ones at key times 
that [would] totally change the game if they go in." 

Rickard Rakell and Brock McGinn scored, and Casey 
DeSmith made 26 saves for the Penguins (18-9-4), who had 
their winning streak end at seven games and their road point 
streak at a franchise-record nine. 

"This team is hard to play against," Pittsburgh coach Mike 
Sullivan said. "They're committed to playing the game a 
certain way. They've got a good team. That's just how the 
game played out." 

Stepan gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 3:25 of the second 
period. Jack Drury and Stefan Noesen battled along the 
boards with Jan Rutta before the puck bounced out to 
Stepan, who scored blocker side from the left circle. 

Each of Stepan's two goals this season have come in the 
past three games. 

Rakell tied it 1-1 at 12:20, redirecting Evgeni Malkin's pass 
from above the right circle on a power play. 

"We definitely had the chances to come out on top in this 
game, but we knew that it was going to take good defensive 
play to get the two points," Rakell said. "Unfortunately, we 
didn't do that well enough." 

Brock McGinn put Pittsburgh in front 2-1 at 5:03 of the third 
period with a one-timer from the right circle off a pass 
from Kasperi Kapanen on a 2-on-1. 

"That's a really good play," McGinn said. "He's so highly 
skilled. I think he draws players to him. I was just able to get 
open and he made a great play to me." 

Skjei tied it 2-2 at 8:17 on a one-timer from the point through 
traffic. 

"It was one of those seeing eye shots that you could see 
going in the whole way, which was nice," Skjei said. 
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Staal and Noesen provided the screen in front. 

"I saw him shoot it," DeSmith said. "I knew it was high and it 
was knuckling. By the time it crossed the screen, it was 
under my blocker." 

NOTES: Pittsburgh has scored a power-play goal in eight 
straight games, the longest streak in its history since Feb. 3-

26, 2013 (12 games). … Malkin has 12 points (two goals, 10 
assists) during an eight-game point streak. ... Rakell played 
in his 600th NHL game. … The Hurricanes are 5-0-0 in the 
second of back-to-back games.  

 

Rookie Watch: Kochetkov, Thompson among top 1st-year goalies 
Hurricanes' 2nd-round pick in 2019 is 9-1-4; undrafted 25-
year-old has helped Golden Knights to first in Pacific 

By Mike G. Morreale  

The impact several rookies are making on the NHL is one of 
the major storylines of the 2022-23 season. Each week, 
NHL.com will examine topics related to this season's class in 
the Rookie Watch. 

This week, the top five rookie goaltenders (in alphabetical 
order): 

Pyotr Kochetkov, Carolina Hurricanes: A second-round pick 
(No. 36) in the 2019 NHL Draft, Kochetkov has three 
shutouts, tying Alex Nedeljkovic (2020-21) for the second-
most in a season by a rookie in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers 
history, behind Peter Sidorkiewicz (four in 1988-89). The 23-
year-old became Carolina's first goalie with back-to-back 
shutouts since 2003 when he defeated the New York 
Islanders 3-0 on Dec. 10, and the Detroit Red Wings 1-0 
three days later. He is 9-1-4 with a 2.01 goals-against 
average and .923 save percentage in 14 games (13 starts). 
He signed a four-year, $8 million contract (average annual 
value $2 million) with the Hurricanes on Nov. 23. 

"He's shown in the little time that he's been here that he can 
play," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "(It's) the 
whole makeup of the player, his personality, his willingness 
to work hard and obviously his ability. Goaltending, we know, 
is so important, so it's nice to have him in the mix." 

Akira Schmid, New Jersey Devils: A fifth-round selection (No. 
136) in the 2018 NHL Draft, Schmid has provided consistent 
goaltending as the backup to Vitek Vanecek and in the 
absence of Mackenzie Blackwood, who has been out since 
Nov. 3 with an MCL sprain. Schmid is 5-3-0 with a 1.96 GAA 
and .932 save percentage in eight games (six starts). He 
matched the Devils/Colorado Rockies/Kansas City Scouts 
record for the longest season-opening winning streak (five) 
set by Chris Terreri (5-0-0 in 1993-94). Born in Bern, 
Switzerland, Schmid was 0-4-0 with a 4.83 GAA and .833 
save percentage in six games (four starts) last season. The 
22-year-old is 0-3-0 with a 2.91 GAA and .904 save 
percentage in his past three games (two starts). 

"He's young and actually not [under] a lot of pressure 
because he's coming into relief," New Jersey coach Lindy 

Ruff said. "I think sometimes when you become the guy or 
then all of the sudden you have to be this guy, there's a little 
bit more pressure on him. But we have really liked the way 
he's played, and he's making a statement that he can be a 
consistent NHL goaltender." 

Stuart Skinner, Edmonton Oilers: He's 9-8-1 with a 2.83 GAA 
and .915 save percentage in 19 games (18 starts) playing 
with Jack Campbell. Skinner was needed after Mike Smith 
was placed on long-term injured reserve Sept. 21, and Mikko 
Koskinen opted in June to sign with Lugano in Switzerland. 
The third-round pick (No. 78) of the 2017 NHL Draft is 3-3-1 
with a 2.71 GAA and .915 save percentage in his past seven 
starts. He won a Western Hockey League championship with 
Swift Current in 2017-18 and worked his way up the Oilers 
pipeline before playing for Bakersfield in the American 
Hockey League and 13 NHL games last season (6-6-0, 2.62 
GAA, .913 save percentage). 

Logan Thompson, Vegas Golden Knights: The 25-year-old 
became the first rookie goalie to win at least eight games in a 
calendar month (November) since Elvis Merzlikins for the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in January 2020 (8-2-0 in 10 
games). He earned his opportunity this season after injuries 
to Robin Lehner and Laurent Brossoit and has helped Vegas 
to first place in the Pacific Division (22-10-1) under first-year 
coach Bruce Cassidy. Thompson is 14-8-0 with a 2.64 GAA 
and .917 save percentage in 22 games.  

Thompson, undrafted and signed as a free agent July 13, 
2020, was the favorite to win the Calder Trophy at the first 
quarter of the season, according to a panel of 14 NHL.com 
writers.  

Dan Vladar, Calgary Flames: The 25-year-old is 4-1-2 with a 
2.55 GAA and .917 save percentage in his past seven 
games (all starts) as the backup to Jacob Markstrom. Vladar, 
acquired in a trade with the Boston Bruins on July 28, 2021 
for a third-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft, is 5-4-2 with a 
2.81 GAA and .905 save percentage in 11 games (10 starts). 

"In my mind, I think Dan Vladar is a No. 1 goalie in the 
future," Flames director of goaltending Jordan Sigalet told 
The Athletic. "I think he's got the potential to be that. You 
never really know until you're given the reins and try and 
take it. But we definitely see him as No. 1 potential." 
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Hurricanes bring 5-game win streak into matchup against the Devils 
New Jersey Devils (21-8-2, first in the Metropolitan Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (19-6-6, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes host the New 
Jersey Devils as winners of five straight games. 

Carolina is 19-6-6 overall and 6-1-0 against the Metropolitan 
Division. The Hurricanes have gone 16-1-2 in games they 
score three or more goals. 

New Jersey has gone 21-8-2 overall with a 5-4-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division play. The Devils have an 8-3-1 record 
when they commit fewer penalties than their opponent. 

The matchup Tuesday is the sixth time these teams square 
off this season. The Hurricanes won 6-3 in the previous 
meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Martin Necas has 13 goals and 17 
assists for the Hurricanes. Jordan Staal has four goals and 
one assist over the past 10 games. 

Jack Hughes has 16 goals and 20 assists for the Devils. Nico 
Hischier has scored four goals and added two assists over 
the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 9-0-1, averaging 3.4 goals, 
5.1 assists, 3.5 penalties and seven penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.2 goals per game. 

Devils: 4-4-2, averaging three goals, 4.6 assists, 3.6 
penalties and 9.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.7 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), 
Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Sebastian Aho: day to day (lower body), Max 
Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Devils: Ondrej Palat: out (groin), Jonathan Bernier: out (hip), 
Nathan Bastian: out (upper-body).

Staal’s goal caps Hurricanes’ comeback win vs. Penguins 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Two of the NHL’s hottest teams 
clashed Sunday and the Carolina Hurricanes really warmed 
up at just the right time. 

Jordan Staal scored with 6:27 remaining as the Hurricanes 
rallied past Pittsburgh for a 3-2 victory, snapping the 
Penguins’ seven-game winning streak. 

“I thought we started to build the game,” Staal said. “I 
thought the third period we kind of took control of the puck. 
We started to play our style and play in their end a little bit 
and created some offensive changes.” 

Derek Stepan and Brady Skjei both had a goal and an assist 
for the Hurricanes, who stretched their points streak to 11 
games (9-0-2) by scoring twice in the final 8½ minutes. 

Staal won five of seven third-period face-offs as the 
Hurricanes, who are amid a grueling stretch on the schedule, 
refused to wilt. 

“We managed to right the ship and kind of get into a good 
flow,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Proud of the 
group, they’re tired for sure.” 

Goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, a rookie who had Saturday night off 
but was appearing for the eighth time in nine games, stopped 
24 shots. Two of his nine victories this season have come 
against Pittsburgh. 

Rickard Rakell and Brock McGinn scored for the Penguins. 
Goalie Casey DeSmith made 26 saves. 

The Penguins had the longest active winning streak in the 
NHL. Pittsburgh won every game since a 3-2 overtime loss 
at home to the Hurricanes on Nov. 29. 

“There’s a fine line some nights between winning and losing,” 
Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “This is a good team that 
we’re playing against. We feel like we’re a good team. It was 
an evenly matched game for the most part.” 

While the Hurricanes ended up in an overtime game 
Saturday night in defeating the Dallas Stars, the Penguins 
had already practiced earlier in the day in Raleigh. Yet the 
Hurricanes generated energy late in another game. 

“We’ve all been on that side of the schedule,” Sullivan said. 
“Those are challenging games without a doubt.” 

McGinn scored his ninth goal of the season 5:03 into the 
third period as Pittsburgh took its first lead of the game. 

Skjei scored his sixth goal of the season at 8:17 of the period 
to pull the Hurricanes even. 

Stepan had the game’s first goal 3:25 into the second period 
for his second goal of the season – both coming in a three-
game span. 

Rakell’s 13th goal of the season came five seconds into a 
second-period power play. 
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TAKE YOUR SHOTS 

The Hurricanes were playing for the second night in a row 
and for the third time in four days. They had only seven first-
period shots on goal, but eventually got going. 

“The more pucks you put on net, good things will come,” 
Staal said. 

Sullivan would like to see the Penguins shooting more 
frequently, particularly when an opposing defense is keeping 
them on the perimeter. 

“We’ve got to get inside,” he said. “I think one of the best 
ways to get inside is to shoot the puck a little bit more.” 

STAAL’S STUFF 

Staal has scored four goals this month, including two game 
winners. He played the first six of his 17 seasons with the 

Penguins. He now has scored five goals in 29 games vs. 
Pittsburgh. 

“I thought he was the best player, maybe in the game, but 
certainly in the third period,” Brind’Amour said. 

ICE MATTERS 

The Penguins lost for the first time this season when 
McGinn, a former Hurricane, has scored. They’re 7-1-1 in 
those games. … The Hurricanes are 5-0-0 in the second 
game of games on back-to-back days this season. 

UP NEXT  

Penguins: Host New York Rangers on Tuesday night. 

Hurricanes: Host New Jersey on Tuesday night.

 

 

Hurricanes bookend Pittsburgh’s winning streak, beat Penguins 3-2  
By Sam Overton  

Thanks to a well-rounded effort on both sides of the rink, the 
Carolina Hurricanes snapped the Pittsburgh Penguins’ 
seven-game win streak at PNC Arena on Sunday, Dec. 18. 
The Canes (19-6-6) beat the Penguins (18-9-4) 3-2 in a 
back-and-forth match that didn’t have a clear winner until the 
bitter end. 

“We managed to kind of right the ship and get into a good 
flow,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “We kind of 
survived that first, I’d say, 10 minutes. And then it settled 
down, and we actually put together a decent period. And 
then that second period was weird, and the third period was 
actually, I thought, pretty solid.” 

Both teams entered the match with something to gain or lose 
— Pittsburgh hadn’t lost since their last meeting with the 
Canes on Nov. 29, and Carolina looked to continue their 10-
game point streak. 

Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov returned to the net after fellow 
netminder Antti Raanta took over at PNC Arena the night 
before. Although Pittsburgh outshot Carolina 11-7 in the first 
period, Kochetkov looked to be one of the best players on 
the ice throughout. 

The Hurricanes exercised their burgeoning power play kill 
twice in the first frame, mostly thanks to the likes of 
Kochetkov and defensemen Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei. 

Although the penalty kill hasn’t been abysmal — Carolina is 
currently sitting at 79.4%, 15th-best in the league —  it could 
certainly stand improvement, especially after Dallas scored 
two power play goals on Saturday evening. 

Carolina kicked into high gear at the top of the second period 
thanks to center Derek Stepan’s go-ahead goal past 
Pittsburgh goaltender Casey DeSmith. The Hurricanes 
quickly matched their first-frame offensive performance, 
outshooting the Penguins 9-2 in the first 10 minutes of the 
second period, and their tough defense prevented a tied 
game while center Martin Necas sat in the box for hooking. 

That being said, the Hurricanes didn’t sit pretty for long. Four 
seconds after defenseman Jaccob Slavin was sent to the 
box for Carolina’s fourth penalty of the game, Pittsburgh right 
wing Rickard Rakell put the Penguins on the board. The 
remainder of the second period ended without a goal for 
either team, but Pittsburgh left wing Brock McGinn gave the 
Penguins their first lead of the game five minutes into the 
third frame. 

Luckily for Carolina, McGinn’s goal would be Pittsburgh’s last 
of the evening. Three minutes later, Skjei scored his fifth goal 
and 13th point of the season, garnering assists from Stepan 
and center Jordan Staal. 

A tied game with seven minutes to go is reason enough for 
hope, but captain Staal sealed the deal after sending a bullet 
past Pittsburgh defenseman Chad Ruhwedel to regain the 
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Hurricanes’ lead and leave the final minutes of game up to 
Kochetkov and the rest of Carolina’s defense. 

“[Staal’s] phenomenal,” Skjei said. “He’s huge for us every 
night. He does all the little things so well that probably go 
unnoticed by some or most people, but night in, night out, he 
brings his game, and he’s hard to play against.” 

With an empty net and a few minutes left for Pittsburgh to net 
the extra goal they needed, tensions were high in Raleigh — 
most of all for Kochetkov, but the young goalie kept his cool. 

Despite some close calls, the Hurricanes weren’t able to 
widen their lead to 4-2, but their slim victory was all Carolina 
needed to end Pittsburgh’s winning streak. 

“We’ve played really, really well,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s 
indicative of where we’re at.” 

The Canes will take a 48-hour break before returning to PNC 
Arena on Tuesday, Dec. 20 to face the New Jersey Devils. 
Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

Wolves Top Admirals 5-3 
The Chicago Wolves defeated the Milwaukee Admirals 5-3 
on Sunday afternoon at Allstate Arena to conclude a stretch 
of three games in four days. 

Noel Gunler scored twice while Brendan Perlini, Dylan 
Coghlan and Jamieson Rees also had goals as the Wolves 
won their second game in a row. Vasily Ponomarev and 
Malte Stromwall each recorded two assists and goaltender 
Zachary Sawchenko stopped 22 shots to secure the victory. 

“I feel like we’ve been working hard all season but the pucks 
have been bouncing against us a little bit,” Gunler said. “We 
had two really good games this weekend so hopefully we 
can build on this.” 

Perlini opened the scoring on the power play, wristing a shot 
under the glove of Admirals goaltender Devin Cooley 
following a cross-ice pass from Ponomarev for his seventh 
goal of the season. 

Perlini is now tied with Ponomarev for the Wolves’ lead in 
goals and has sole possession of the Wolves’ lead in power-
play markers with five. 

With the Wolves on another power play, Sawchenko made a 
point-blank stop on the Admirals’ Tim Schaller late in the 
opening period, preserving the Wolves’ 1-0 lead. 

With the play going the other direction, Stromwall took a 
pass from Nathan Sucese behind the net and found Gunler 
on the right hashmarks. Gunler then beat a diving Cooley for 
a 2-0 lead that the Wolves took into the first intermission. 

“Like the team, I’ve been working hard all season and 
haven’t really been able to put the puck in the net as much 
as I want to so it feels great to get two (Sunday),” Gunler 
said. “Hopefully, I can get some confidence in that.” 

The two power-play goals marked the second time this 
season the Wolves had multiple power-play tallies (two in 
Rockford on Oct. 22). It was the first time this season the 
Wolves scored two power-play goals in the same period. 

Chicago kept the pressure going in the early stages of the 
second, increasing the lead to 3-0 on a Coghlan one-timer 
from the point off a pass from Ponomarev. Coghlan’s shot 
went through traffic and eluded Cooley past his glove hand. 

The goal marked Coghlan’s second since joining the Wolves 
on a conditioning assignment from the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Admirals cut the deficit to two off a goal from Zach 
Sanford and the score remained unchanged heading into the 
third period. 

Rees scored his fifth goal of the season — and Sunday’s 
eventual game-winner — on a breakaway with a backhand 
deke that had Cooley going the other direction. 

Later, Schaller made it 4-2 off a giveaway but Gunler sealed 
the victory with an empty-netter from behind his own blueline 
for his third score of the season. The Admirals’ Keaton 
Thompson scored with 21 seconds remaining for the final 
margin. 

Cooley made 19 saves in the loss for Milwaukee, its fourth in 
a row to drop to 15-9-0-2 on the season. 

The Wolves now sit 8-13-2-0 heading to a stretch of three 
games in three days beginning Wednesday in Milwaukee. 

Up next: The Wolves will visit the Admirals on Wednesday at 
UW-Milwaukee Panther Arena (7 p.m. AHLTV). 
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TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article269903237.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article270170312.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/12/staal-leads-hurricanes-to-win-over-penguins-tie-for-1st-in-metro/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-beat-penguins-win-fifth-straight/c-338944792 
https://www.nhl.com/news/pittsburgh-penguins-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-338908874 

https://www.nhl.com/news/rookie-watch-pyotr-kochetkov-logan-thompson-among-top-first-year-goalies/c-338941208 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-brady-skjei-pittsburgh-f2d82b08256775cd2559b46003722a53 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-soccer-hockey-carolina-hurricanes-11d7176916c649699c3d01b9b41b9cce 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-bookend-pittsburgh-s-winning-streak-beat-penguins-3-2/article_beda9a12-7f41-11ed-9de5-

f7dad5602721.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/12/18/wolves-top-admirals-5-3/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
1207753 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Carolina Hurricanes point streak reaches 11 with 3-2 home win over 
Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-8 minutes 19/12/2022 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes were in a tight game Sunday with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, needing someone to come up big in the third period and make 
a difference. 

Someone like their captain, Jordan Staal. 

Staal’s goal at 13:33 of the third was the game-winner as the Canes 
bested the Pens 3-2 at PNC Arena, giving rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov 
another win, extending their point streak to 11 games and moving into a 
near dead heat for the Metropolitan Division lead. 

Staal did a little of everything for the Canes (19-6-6), whose 44 points are 
tied with the Metro-leading New Jersey Devils, who have two more wins 
than Carolina. 

Staal won four faceoffs in the Canes’ zone against Sidney Crosby in the 
final 72 seconds of regulation after the Pens pulled goalie Casey 
DeSmith for a sixth attacker. He screened DeSmith earlier in the third, 
allowing defenseman Brady Skjei to score on a shot from the left point for 
a 2-2 tie. 

“He’s usually there and he’s a big body,” a smiling Skjei said of the 
screen by Staal. “I’m not surprised that the goalie couldn’t see that one. 
But he’s phenomenal, huge for us every night.” 

Carolina trailed 2-1 in the third after the Pens’ Brock McGinn — the 
former Canes forward — scored off the rush five minutes into the period. 
But Skjei’s goal three minutes later, the D-man’s sixth, set up the finish. 

The Canes, again without injured center Sebastian Aho, were back on 
the ice for a 5 p.m. start Sunday after taking a 5-4 overtime win Saturday 
night against the Dallas Stars. Derek Stepan scored the game’s first goal 
Sunday in the second period as Canes’ fourth line struck again, but 
Rickard Rakell’s power-play goal tied it for the Pens. 

Goalie Tristan Jarry has won his past six games for the Pens, but 
DeSmith was in net Sunday, making his second start in December. The 
Pens (18-9-4), also making a strong push at the Metro lead, had won 
seven straight games and had picked up points in nine consecutive road 
games, a franchise record. 

Kochetkov, taking over as the Canes’ No. 1 goalie, made his seventh 
start of the month after Antti Raanta played against the Stars. Kochetkov 
improved to 9-1-4, finishing with 23 saves, 11 in the first period. 

“Proud of the group,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “They’re tired, 
mentally. Played a lot of games and obviously missing a lot of pieces. But 
we’re getting a lot of contributions.” 

Takeaways from the game 

▪ Not exactly breaking news but Canes winger Martin Necas has become 
a dynamic player, the kind who can raise the decibel level in the building 
when he gets the puck on his stick. He had a between-the-legs shot 
Sunday that caused nearly as big a roar as a score. 

“He’s always been dangerous,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s just getting 
better. He took that danger level to another level. He’s confident. Let’s 
face it, you don’t make these kinds of plays he’s making without being 
confident.” 

▪ Teuvo Teravainen, who played his seventh game since being sidelined 
with an injury, has always been an underrated defender and is effective 
on the penalty kill. Late in a Pens’ power play in the first period, the 
winger knocked the puck away from Evgeni Malkin as the Canes killed 
off a penalty in a then-scoreless game. 

▪ McGinn scores. For several years that was a good thing for the Canes. 
But the winger signed with the Pens and left and was back Sunday to 
torment his former team with a third-period goal off the rush — on a pass 
from Kasperi Kapanen — for a 2-1 Pens lead. 
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▪ Jaccob Slavin never takes a penalty. Well, maybe two or three — a 
season. The defenseman got one Sunday, flipping the puck across the 
ice and over the glass, for his third of 2022-23. It was costly for the 
Canes as Rakell promptly scored on the power play for a 1-1 tie in the 
second. 

▪ Jesper Fast makes all the plays, large and small, that can make 
difference in a game. The winger made a sweet pass to Staal for the 
winner but also won a board battle to get the puck out of the zone later in 
the third. 

▪ Center Jesperi Kotkaniemi was active Sunday, on a day when the 
Canes were slow starters, and had a team-high six hits but needs to take 
more advantage of his offensive chances. 
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How Devils’ locker room is dealing with losing streak: ‘I hate losing more 
than I like to win’ 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

 

Before Brendan Smith described the Devils’ locker room mood amid their 
five-game winless streak, he first asked a question: 

“Can you see how I am?” Smith told reporters with a smirk after 
Saturday’s 4-2 loss to Florida. 

“This is the mood. I think we’re frustrated. The way I look at it is: sure, I 
love to win, but I hate losing more than I like to win. And there’s a 
difference and I think that’s the area that we’re trying to change that 
culture and you can feel that. We’re going to get down and put our boots 
on and we’re going to work to make sure that we can get out of this hole.” 

Smith, undeniably one of New Jersey’s off-ice leaders in 2022-23, had an 
extra jolt of energy after the defeat. He said Devils players are oozing 
with emotions right now – especially since their 13-game winning streak 
was active one month ago – and are desperately working toward 
reclaiming their swagger. 

But they’ll need to do it fast. 

Saturday’s loss clipped the Devils’ division lead to Metropolitan Division 
lead to just two points over the Hurricanes and they’re at risk of losing it 
in their matchup against them on Tuesday. How are the Devils lifting 
each other up? Smith said it’s a positivity-focused approach. 

“That’s the only way,” Smith said. “You’ve got to dig deep and pull 
yourself out. We’re not getting down on each other because what does 
that do for anybody? That’s just negative. We’re just trying to come 
together and work on areas that we need to improve on.” 

Missed chances have hurt New Jersey the most. In their last five games, 
the Devils have a minus-5.37 goals scored above expected rating despite 
recording a league-best 179 scoring chances. They know the 
opportunities are in front of them – but mental lapses have left them with 
one of the NHL’s coldest records in December (2-4-2). 

They still lead the league with expected goals percentage (58.67%), but 
somebody needs to step up if they want to keep their miracle season 
rolling. 

“We understand that we have a lot of confidence in ourselves,” said 
Devils forward Dawson Mercer. “We know we’re a good team and we 
proved that early on but we want to make sure we get back to that. That’s 
something we don’t want to carry on. We’re trying to use those practice 

days to get back to that. We’ve got to find it pretty soon. Hopefully it 
comes earlier than later.” 

The turnaround starts with individual performances. Aside from Jack 
Hughes and Dougie Hamilton – who both have five points in their last five 
games – most of New Jersey’s top point scorers have seen a productivity 
dip in recent games. Nico Hischier and Jesper Bratt, for example, both 
have two points each during the skid – which is concerning, considering 
how hot they started the season. 

Hischier acknowledged this after the loss and said the Devils need to fine 
tune their “details.” 

“Obviously everybody’s frustrated in here,” Hischier said. “Like we’ve 
talked about too, they weren’t all terrible games. We always give 
ourselves a chance to be in some games. We’ve just got to figure out 
how to score a couple more goals and clean our details up.” 

Coach Lindy Ruff, who was booed off the ice in Game 2 of the season 
before becoming a Jack Adams favorite weeks later, is trying to boost 
morale with tough practices and informative film sessions. Ruff knows the 
Devils still have elite offensive potential – they have the fourth best Corsi 
for percentage (56.94%) in the NHL amid the streak – but as Mercer and 
Hischier mentioned, they need to finish their chances. 

Ruff said he won’t tweak his run-and-gun system, but rather place an 
extra emphasis on scoring at practice. 

“There’s nothing really system-wise that is going to change,” Ruff said. “I 
think that it’s a commitment to defending with passion, finding your 
coverage, not losing your coverage. Again, system wise would be: don’t 
miss the net on some of those great opportunities. If you go back to last 
game, we left way too many of those plays out there. If you want to go 
back, system wise, it’s executing on 2-on-1s, executing on a breakaway. 
That increases your scoring.” 
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Penguins, Steelers offer a rare occurrence 

 

TribuneReview 

 

Something of a rarity occurred in the realm of Pittsburgh sports on 
Sunday. 

For the first time in nearly 13 years, the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Pittsburgh Steelers played on the same day in the same state that was 
not Pennsylvania. 

Each team played in North Carolina on Sunday. 

At the PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C., the Penguins were defeated by the 
Carolina Hurricanes, 3-2. 

Earlier in the day (and two and a half hours to the southeast, roughly), 
the Steelers defeated the Carolina Panthers, 24-16, at Bank of America 
Stadium in Charlotte. 

The last time such a triviality occurred was Jan. 3, 2010, in Florida. 

That day saw the Penguins lose to the Florida Panthers, 6-2, at what was 
then called the BankAtlantic Center in Sunrise. 

Approximately 25 minutes away at what was then called Land Shark 
Stadium in Miami Gardens, the Steelers beat the Miami Dolphins, 30-24. 

• The Penguins’ loss on Sunday continued a streak of futility in Raleigh. 
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It’s been almost four years since the Penguins’ last road win against the 
Hurricanes. On Dec. 22, 2018, they claimed a 3-0 victory. Goaltender 
Matt Murray made 39 saves in the shutout. 

Since then, they are 0-1-2 at Carolina. It should be noted, they did not 
play a road game against the Hurricanes in the 2019-20 or 2020-21 
season due to the pandemic. 

• The Penguins’ power play was 1 for 5 in Sunday’s contest and 
extended a streak of games with at least one power-play goal to a 
season-best eight. 

Over that stretch, the Penguins’ power play is 11 for 32 (34.3%). 

Forward Rickard Rakell, appearing in his 600th career game, scored on a 
power-play opportunity at 12:20 of the second period on Sunday. 
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Minor league report: Nailers' losing streak reaches 4 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

 

Forwards Cédric Desruisseaux and Bobby Hampton each had a goal and 
an assist for the Wheeling Nailers in a 5-4 overtime home loss to the 
Cincinnati Cyclones at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W.Va. on Sunday. 

Goaltender Taylor Gauthier made 27 saves on 32 shots for Wheeling 
(11-14-0-0) which has lost four consecutive games. 

Highlights: 

The Nailers’ next game is a road contest against the Toledo Walleye on 
Friday, 7:15 p.m. 
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Penguins' winning streak snapped by Hurricanes 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

 

Even with the benefit of seven consecutive wins entering Sunday, the 
third-place Pittsburgh Penguins still trailed the second-place Carolina 
Hurricanes in the Metropolitan Division. 

On Saturday, speaking with media that traveled to Raleigh, N.C., 
Penguins coach Mike Sullivan explained what makes the Hurricanes 
such a strong outfit. 

“They’re one of the hardest teams, man-on-man, in all three zones in the 
league,” Sullivan said. “They play a suffocating defense in all three 
zones. They make you work for the ice out there. Because of that, they’re 
a team that’s difficult to play against. 

“They’re a good hockey team, they’re well balanced.” 

The scales were tipped in favor of the Hurricanes on Sunday as they 
edged the Penguins, 3-2, at PNC Arena, a result that halted the 
Penguins’ season-best winning streak. 

With the victory, the Hurricanes (19-6-6, 44 points) put a little more 
distance between themselves and the Penguins (18-9-4, 40 points) in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin was in the lineup for Sunday’s contest. 
On Thursday, in a 4-2 road win against the Florida Panthers, Malkin left 
that game in the third period after his right knee was struck by a puck. 

Following a scoreless first period, the Hurricanes took a lead 3:25 into 
the second period thanks to forward Derek Stepan’s second goal of the 
season. After stealing a puck in his own left corner, Penguins 
defenseman Jan Rutta almost immediately turned it over thanks to 
pressure from Hurricanes rookie forward Jack Drury. The loose puck 
trickled free in the corner before former Penguins forward Stefan Noesen 
shuffled a backhand pass to the left circle for linemate Derek Stepan who 
quickly elevated a wrister over goaltender Casey DeSmith’s blocker on 
the near side for his second goal of the season. Noesen had the only 
assist. 

A power-play goal by Penguins forward Rickard Rakell at 12:20 of the 
second tied the game, 1-1. After Penguins forward Sidney Crosby beat 
former teammate Jordan Staal on a faceoff in the Hurricanes’ left circle, 
Penguins defenseman Kris Letang settled the puck at the left point and 
then dished it to Malkin above the right circle. Surveying the zone for a 
moment, Malkin snapped a pass to the slot where Rakell coasted to an 
open area and deflected the puck past rookie goaltender Pyotr 
Kochetkov’s blocker for his 13th goal. Malkin and Letang tallied assists. 

The Penguins have scored at least one power-play goal in eight 
consecutive games, a season-best streak. 

Former Hurricanes forward Brock McGinn supplied the Penguins with 
their first lead 5:03 into the third period. From the Penguins’ high slot, 
Hurricanes forward Seth Jarvis attempted a drop pass for linemate Teuvo 
Teravainen but misfired and essentially provided an outlet for Penguins 
forward Kasperi Kapanen to create a two-on-one rush in the opposite 
direction. 

As Hurricanes defenseman Brent Burns made a desperate but futile 
attempt to jump onto the ice from the bench on a line change, Kapanen 
gained the offensive zone at center point, pulled up in the high slot and 
twisted up Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin. From there, Kapanen 
offloaded a forehand pass to the right circle for McGinn who swatted a 
one-timer to the far side that beat Kochetkov’s blocker for his ninth goal. 
Kapanen collected the only assist. 

Things were tied again at 8:17 of the third when Hurricanes defenseman 
Brady Skjei found his sixth goal. After claiming a loose puck in the 
Penguins’ left corner, Stepan dished it to the left point where Skjei teed 
off on a one-timer that sailed through a phalanx of bodies and beat 
DeSmith’s blocker on the near side. Assists went to Stepan and Staal. 

Staal restored a lead for the Hurricanes, 3-2, at 13:33 of the final frame 
with his eighth goal. From the left point of the offensive zone, Skjei 
misfired on a one-timer and the puck hopped to the right circle where 
Hurricanes forward Jesper Fast settled it. Fending off Penguins rookie 
defenseman P.O Joseph, Fast spun to his left and slid a pass to the left 
of the crease. From there, Staal outmuscled Penguins defenseman Chad 
Ruhwedel and one-touched a forehand shot past DeSmith’s right leg. 
Fast and Skjei had assists. 

DeSmith made 26 saves on 29 shots as his record fell to 4-6-1. 

Notes: 

• Before Sunday, the Penguins’ most recent loss was a 3-2 overtime 
setback to the Hurricanes at PPG Paints Arena on Nov. 29. Defenseman 
Brett Pesce scored the winning goal in that contest after Jarvis shoved 
Penguins forward Bryan Rust into the boards and escaped a penalty. 

• It’s been almost four years since the Penguins’ last road win against the 
Hurricanes. On Dec. 22, 2018, they claimed a 3-0 victory. Goaltender 
Matt Murray made 39 saves in the shutout. 

Since then, they are 0-1-2 at Carolina. It should be noted, they did not 
play a road game against the Hurricanes in the 2019-20 or 2020-21 
season due to the pandemic. 

• Rakell appeared in his 600th career game. 
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• McGinn’s goal was the first of his career against the Hurricanes, the 
team that selected him in the second round (No. 47 overall) in the 2012 
draft. 

• The Penguins’ scratches were forwards Drew O’Connor (healthy), 
forward Jason Zucker (undisclosed injury) and defenseman Mark 
Friedman (healthy). 

• With the Pittsburgh Steelers defeating the Carolina Panthers, 24-16, 
roughly two and a half hours to the southeast at Bank of America 
Stadium in Charlotte, Sunday marked something of a rarity for Pittsburgh 
sports. 

It was the first occasion in which the Penguins and Steelers played on 
the same date in the same state other than Pennsylvania in nearly 13 
years. 

The previous occasion came on Jan. 3, 2010 in Florida. 

That day saw the Penguins lose to the Panthers, 6-2, at what was then 
called the BankAtlantic Center in Sunrise. 

Approximately 25 minutes away at what was then called Land Shark 
Stadium in Miami Gardens, the Steelers beat the Miami Dolphins, 30-24. 
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Jordan Staal, Hurricanes finish strong and halt Penguins’ winning streak 

 

Jason Mackey 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — There could be lingering frustration over the third-
period lead the Penguins blew on Sunday, but much like that advantage, 
it's probably best if it's short-lived. The Penguins didn’t play a horrible 
game. The red-hot Hurricanes are also really good and tough to defend. 

For those eager to nitpick, sure, the Penguins’ 3-2 loss might provide 
some fodder, though it’s tough to deliver any sweeping assessments or 
scathing assertions after Pittsburgh’s relatively decent performance — 
but one that snapped a seven-game winning streak and also brought to a 
close the Penguins’ run of nine consecutive road games with a point, the 
longest in franchise history. 

Five-on-five shot attempts barely went in the Hurricanes’ favor, 41-40. 
Meanwhile, Pittsburgh had an 18-16 edge in scoring chances, per 
Natural Stat Trick, and held an 11-6 lead in high-danger scoring chances. 

The third line of Brock McGinn, Jeff Carter and Kasperi Kapanen was 
solid, with Kapanen setting up McGinn for a pretty third-period goal. 
Pittsburgh enjoyed a strong start and scored again on the power play. 
But a couple cracks, and ... well, the Hurricanes, now 9-0-2 in their last 
11, don’t need much. 

“I thought we competed hard through the whole 60 minutes,” Penguins 
coach Mike Sullivan said. “This is a good team we’re playing against. We 
feel like we’re a good team. It was an evenly matched game for the most 
part.” 

For examples of what Carolina does and how close the Penguins came 
to extending their winning streak to eight, let’s examine the final two 
goals, which both involved old friend Jordan Staal. 

On the first, which forged a 2-2 tie, Staal delivered a terrific screen in 
front of Casey DeSmith, who gave Tristan Jarry a night off. Defenseman 
Brady Skjei took advantage by delivering a blast from the left point, his 
shot eluding the Penguins netminder at 8:17 of the third. 

Tough to stop what you can’t see. 

“I knew it was high,” DeSmith said. “It was knuckling. By the time I 
crossed the screen, it was under my blocker. ... Weird goal from my 
perspective.” 

Tough to blame DeSmith. And from the perspective of others, especially 
the Penguins, the goal shouldn’t be so strange. 

The Hurricanes did a fantastic job of keeping the Penguins to the 
perimeter for much of the night. It’s one of the many things that separate 
them. A second hallmark of their game is a willingness to put pucks on 
net from pretty much everywhere. 

That mindset creates rebound opportunities and also forces the opposing 
team to defend. It’s a style of play Sullivan wouldn’t mind seeing the 
Penguins adopt more on occasion because it naturally breaks down that 
outside force. 

“That’s part of the evolution of the modern NHL game,” Sullivan said. 
“There are a lot of goals that are scored that way. I think we tend to be a 
little bit more selective on when we shoot and where we shoot. 

“Not that we want to be something that we’re not. But I do think we can 
take some of that and add it to our game and just simplify it a little bit. If 
we can get the puck inside, it will give us an opportunity to get people 
inside, as well.” 

The go-ahead goal came at 13:33 of the third, and it featured Staal doing 
what he does so well: using his gigantic body in the cycle game. After 
some strong work behind the net, he curled out to the left circle and 
tapped home a pass from right wing Jesper Fast for his eighth goal of the 
season. 

Nothing extraordinary about the play. Chad Ruhwedel was there. Just 
simple hockey stuff executed really well. 

“They managed to score on some routine shots that we couldn’t defend,” 
Rickard Rakell said. “This one stings, but we have to get over it. We 
know we’re going to play them again soon. We’re gonna have to try and 
find a way to have success against them.” 

The other takeaways? 

Really strong work by Kapanen on McGinn’s goal at 5:03 of the third. 
Kapanen picked up a loose puck in his own zone, turned on the jets to 
push back Carolina’s defense and pulled up short — the opposite of what 
the Penguins have been urging him to do. 

In this case, It worked. Kapanen pivoted and slid a pass to McGinn in the 
right circle, and the latter buried it for his ninth of the season. 
Unfortunately for the Penguins, the advantage didn’t last long. But if they 
get the third-period version of Kapanen more consistently, that’ll be just 
fine. 

The Penguins also got a power play goal from Rakell to force a 1-1 tie at 
12:20 of the second frame. 

The goal, which sailed over Hurricanes goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov’s 
right pad, was Rakell’s 13th of the season and came in his 600th NHL 
game. Last season’s big acquisition continues to thrive. Furthermore, it 
gave the Penguins a power play marker in eight straight. The last time 
the Penguins had a longer streak was Feb. 3-26, 2013 (12 straight). 

ICE CHIPS 

• DeSmith was actually solid and made a couple key stops in the second 
period: on right wing Martin Necas’ blast following a terrific saucer pass 
from left wing Teuvo Teravainen and scrambling through traffic to glove a 
blast off the stick of Slavin. 

• Drew O’Connor and Mark Friedman were healthy scratches for the 
Penguins. 

• With an assist on Rakell’s goal, Evgeni Malkin stretched his point streak 
to eight games. He has two goals and 12 points during that span. The 
streak is the longest for a Penguins player this season, while only 
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Edmonton’s Connor McDavid (12) and Minnesota’s Mats Zuccarello (10) 
have longer active streaks. 

• Not at all shocking: The last Penguin to finish postgame workouts was 
Kris Letang. The defenseman and Sidney Crosby were the last two off 
the ice Saturday at practice, too. 

STAT N’ AT 

7: The Penguins have lost seven of their past nine games against the 
Hurricanes, going 2-4-3 in that stretch. 

UP NEXT 

The Penguins are scheduled to practice on Monday at noon at UPMC 
Lemieux Sports Complex before hosting the Rangers on Tuesday. 
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Yohe’s 10 observations: Jordan Staal wills Hurricanes past the Penguins 

 

By Josh Yohe 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Sometimes, the other team is really good, too. 

The Penguins entered PNC Arena having won seven straight games and 
their play against Carolina did little to indicate that their performance had 
dipped. In fact, it hadn’t. One could argue they played a better game than 
what they offered 72 hours earlier in Florida. 

But the quality of their opponent certainly increased. 

The Penguins and Hurricanes have been red hot in recent weeks and a 
dead-even game broke the way of Carolina, 3-2, thanks to some inspired 
work from Jordan Staal in the third period. 

Staal, more than a decade removed from his time with the Penguins, 
willed his team back from a 2-1 third-period deficit. He set a perfect 
screen in front of Casey DeSmith, who never had a good look at Brady 
Skjei’s floater from the left point. 

Brady in the clutch! pic.twitter.com/8jGzm9MtgR 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) December 19, 2022 

“I knew it was a high shot,” DeSmith said. “But by the time I saw it, it was 
under my blocker.” 

Later in the third, Staal overwhelmed Chad Ruhwedel in front of the net 
to score the game-winner. 

Hard work pays off   pic.twitter.com/b7n276nNSW 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) December 19, 2022 

Staal also beat Sidney Crosby cleanly on a handful of big draws late in 
the third period to put the game away. 

The Hurricanes very much have the Penguins’ respect. 

“I thought we competed really hard tonight,” Jeff Carter said. “The way 
they play, they don’t give you a whole lot. It’s hard to get out of your own 
end against them and it’s hard to create chances against them. They’re 
just good. But I thought we handled them pretty well most of the night. 
They just got the best of us in the end.” 

Rickard Rakell and Brock McGinn scored for the Penguins. 

The Penguins played a very similar game a week ago against Dallas, 
earning a 2-1 victory. 

For the most part, they were crisp defensively in this game and made 
good decisions with the puck. 

Only Ruhwedel’s inability to tie up Staal and Brian Dumoulin’s slight 
hesitation on Carolina’s opening goal stood out as mistakes made by the 
Penguins. 

Stepan it pic.twitter.com/MhYnh2ebPM 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) December 18, 2022 

For the most part, they played well. 

Mike Sullivan, who wasn’t overly thrilled with how the Penguins played in 
Florida, seemed to like this performance much more even if he didn’t 
care for the result. 

“We can take a lot of positives (out of this game),” Sullivan said. “We 
competed hard for 60 minutes. This is a good team we were competing 
against. We feel we’re a good team. It was an evenly matched game for 
the most part.” 

The simple problem for the Penguins against Carolina is this: The 
Penguins, as their core, are an offensive-minded team. The Hurricanes 
are a defensive-minded team. In defensive hockey games, like the one 
on Sunday, the Hurricanes are a tough team to handle. If you don’t take 
a substantial lead against them and make them open up their game, 
they’re a handful. 

“They don’t give you anything,” Carter said. “Nothing. Especially coming 
out of their end, a lot of their game is rims and punts. They’re just a hard 
team to play against. They play their game well.” 

The same could be said of the Penguins, of course. 

It’s been quite a run for the Penguins, who are four points behind the 
Hurricanes and Devils for first place in the brutal Metropolitan Division. 
The Penguins host the Rangers next in a showdown at PPG Paints 
Arena on Tuesday. Then, in their final game before the Christmas break, 
they get Carolina again, this time in Pittsburgh. 

“I thought we played well,” Marcus Pettersson said. “We did a lot of good 
things. Just two good teams, and they got us. This one stings because I 
thought we were playing pretty well for most of the night. But we have get 
over it. We have two huge games at home before the break, and we 
need to be ready for those.” 

10 postgame observations  

• I said it last year and I’ll say it again. The Hurricanes are a bad, bad 
matchup for the Penguins. 

Carolina is 7-2-0 in its past nine games against the Penguins, dating 
back to 2018. The Hurricanes can skate with the Penguins and, in some 
facets, can out-skate the Penguins. Their blue line is exceptionally 
mobile. This simply makes it more difficult for the Penguins to generate 
the kind of offense that they typically do against other teams. 

Also, Staal is a real factor. He’s certainly done some damage against his 
old team offensively, but you really notice him in the defensive zone. He 
has long given Evgeni Malkin fits and lately, he’s played some 
sensational games against Crosby. 

It’s just a lot for the Penguins to handle and I don’t know that Carolina 
would be the best playoff matchup for them. While it’s true that the 
Penguins have a considerable edge in terms of top-tier talent, I’m not so 
sure that they’re a better team than the Hurricanes. Carolina is well 
coached, good on special teams and so good defensively. They aren’t 
unlike some of the Devils teams of the 90s that could take the life out of a 
game. 

Should they meet in the postseason, it would be a fascinating series. But 
it wouldn’t be an easy one for the Penguins. 

• One must give Carolina much, much credit for what they did on Sunday. 
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Unlike the Penguins, the Hurricanes played on Saturday night, winning 
an overtime battle against the Stars. It was the third game in four nights 
for the Hurricanes, who were playing without the terrific Sebastian Aho. 

The Penguins were the rested team and they took the lead in the third 
period on McGinn’s goal. 

Everything, then, was pointing toward the Penguins having a pretty 
significant advantage. 

And yet, the Hurricanes found a way. Give Staal most of the credit, sure, 
but it was a pretty impressive team performance from them. 

• Nothing against Danton Heinen, who played a decent game, especially 
in the first period. 

But the Penguins missed Jason Zucker a ton in this matchup. Remember 
how I said the Hurricanes can outskate the Penguins? Well, it would 
have been more difficult with Zucker on the ice. 

Also, as good as Carolina’s defensemen are, I think it’s important to bring 
a physical element against them. Zucker’s tenaciousness and physicality 
would go a long way against the Hurricanes. 

He’s considered “week to week” with his current lower-body injury so it’s 
extremely unlikely he’ll be available until after the holiday break. Zucker 
is playing high-level hockey and he is missed. The Malkin line isn’t nearly 
as dominant without him. 

• Dumoulin looked a little out of position on the first goal and took an 
unnecessary penalty later in the game. 

He’s just really not himself. In general, he’s been better while receiving 
fewer minutes than usual, but it’s difficult to be very complimentary of his 
game right now. 

• I thought Kris Letang was very good on Sunday. 

His game is showing real signs of progression since returning from the 
stroke he suffered three weeks ago. Letang is making smarter decisions 
with the puck and his skating was particularly dynamic on Sunday. 

He also did some commendable work in front of his net after the 
Penguins pulled Letang, making a couple of terrific defensive plays to 
give the Penguins life. His game is starting to trend upward. It’s a very, 
very important item for the Penguins. 

• Carter didn’t score, but he played his best game in quite some time. 

Halfway through the first period, he skated down the right wing at a faster 
rate of speed than I’ve seen from him all season. It’s not debatable. He 
has his legs in a big way. 

Carter isn’t playing great hockey at the moment, but if he can elevate his 
game, it would be significant. The schedule has worked out well for him, 
incidentally. Sullivan has given the Penguins more off days than usual 
lately, and the game schedule has been light. That could explain why 
Carter had such a jump in this game. 

• The Penguins did get a power-play goal, though they also looked 
disjoined at times on the man advantage. 

RAK’N AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE!   
pic.twitter.com/o7pUqhyCV5 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) December 18, 2022 

That’s probably related more to Carolina’s excellent penalty killing than 
anything else. 

• DeSmith played perfectly well. 

The second goal was a bit unlucky, the third wasn’t his fault in the least. 
He certainly played well enough to win. 

I was a little surprised to see him get the start, given how Tristan Jarry is 
playing. But DeSmith didn’t play poorly at all. 

• McGinn has been quiet for long stretches this season, and yet, he’s on 
pace for 24 goals. 

Brock on   pic.twitter.com/yI6UsjLiy5 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) December 19, 2022 

If he comes close to scoring 20, the Penguins would take it in a 
heartbeat. 

• Josh Getzoff broadcasted this game by himself in the radio booth, and 
for good reason. 

His sidekick, Phil Bourque, was back in Pittsburgh welcoming the newest 
29’er to his family. Beau Bourque was born on Saturday night in 
Pittsburgh. Congratulations to Phil, Ali, big sisters Madison and Ellis, and 
big brother Dylan. 

Welcome to the world at 7:10 pm on 12/17/22…Beau Anthony Bourque. 
Weighing in at a svelte 6 lbs 7 oz. Momma and Beau are resting 
comfortably. pic.twitter.com/n4QhzLmroG 
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Penguins Locker Room: Thoughts On a Missed Opportunity 

 

Dave Molinari  

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Pittsburgh Penguins should have had a major 
advantage going into the third period of their 3-2 loss to Carolina at PNC 
Arena Sunday night. 

They had been off since a 4-2 victory at Florida Thursday night, and 
figured to be relatively well-rested. 

The Hurricanes, meanwhile, were playing on consecutive days and for 
the third time in four nights after earning a 5-4 overtime victory against 
Dallas Saturday. 

Logically, Carolina should have had heavy legs by the time the third 
period rolled around. 

But after Brock McGinn gave the Penguins a 2-1 lead at 5:03, the 
Hurricanes manufactured goals by Brady Skjei and Jordan Staal to earn 
their second one-goal victory against the Penguins this season. 

“The third period, I thought, was pretty solid,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Proud of the group. They’re tired, for sure.” 

The Penguins figured the Hurricanes would be, but could not exploit their 
fatigue the way they would have hoped. 

“We would have liked to (take advantage of Carolina’s schedule),” Mike 
Sullivan said. “We’ve all been on that side of the schedule. Those are 
challenging games, without a doubt. But this team, they’re hard to play 
against. They’re committed to playing the game a certain way. They have 
a good team game. That’s just how the game played out.” 

The Penguins dominated the early minutes of play, running up a 10-2 
advantage in shots at one point during the opening period. 

Carolina eventually got its footing, however, and narrowed the shot gap 
to 11-7 by the intermission. 

“They do a good job at putting pucks behind us and making us work to 
get out of our zone,” Brock McGinn said. “Maybe we could have 
executed breakouts a little better in the first period.” 

The Penguins and Hurricanes have combined for 10 goals in their first 
two meetings this season, and it doesn’t seem likely that they’ll be 
involved in a high-scoring affair anytime soon. 
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Certainly, that won’t happen if the coaches have any control over it. 

“They play a style of hockey that keeps the game tight, close-checking,” 
said Penguins goalie Casey DeSmith, who finished with 26 saves. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins and Carolina Hurricanes have played two 
extremely competitive games this season, and their final two regular-
season meetings — and any that might follow during the playoffs — 
figure to be pretty much the same. 

That certainly is what Bryan Rust anticipates. 

“You expect, when you play a team like this, that it’s going to be hard, 
tight-checking,” Rust said. 
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Penguins Takeaways: ‘We Owe Them One,’ Pens Itching for Rematch 

 

By Dave Molinari  

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Pittsburgh Penguins have scored at least one 
power-play goal in eight consecutive games, and usually have looked 
quite menacing in the process. 

But while they did score on one of their five chances with the man-
advantage during their 3-2 loss to Carolina at PNC Arena Sunday 
evening, they were not as crisp and efficient as they have been most of 
the time in recent weeks. 

They generated just five shots on goal during a total of six minutes and 
15 seconds when Carolina was shorthanded, and got their only goal 
while up a man when Rickard Rakell deflected in an Evgeni Malkin pass 
at 12:20 of the second period. 

So, did the Hurricanes do something special while penalty-killing or did 
the Penguins just have a bit of an off-night? 

Mike Sullivan said it was “probably a little bit of both,” but made it clear 
that he wasn’t interested in criticizing his power play. 

“They find a way to score a goal,” he said. “They make a real nice play 
off that one faceoff. Our power play, for quite some time now — the last, 
probably, 10 or 12 games — has been humming, and they found a way 
to score a goal again tonight. So it’s hard to be critical of that group. 
They’re getting it done for us.” 

Fancy stuff 

The teams combined for 55 shots, but one by Carolina winger Martin 
Necas during the first period stood out above all the others. 

Necas got the puck in front of the Penguins’ net, pulled it backward 
between his legs, then put his stick between his legs and flipped a shot at 
the net. 

Casey DeSmith seemed to keep track of the puck the entire time, 
however, and stopped Necas’ shot with his left leg. 

“He didn’t change the angle too much on me,” DeSmith said, calling his 
stop “a position save.” 

Forever young 

Jeff Carter will turn 38 in two weeks, and his age often shows. 

While it’s a credit to him that he still can perform at this level at that age, 
it’s no surprise that he is not the player he was when he was younger. 

He did, however, show midway through the first period that he’s still 
capable of an eye-catching burst of speed on occasion. 

Carter had a bit of skating room and accelerated down the right wing, but 
was unable to get a shot past Carolina goalie Pyotr Kochetkov. 

“I was able to come all the way back and around the (Penguins) net,” 
Carter said. “I didn’t have to stop. I was the first one back and did a 
reverse to, I think it was P.O (Joseph), and just kept going.” 

Ready for the rematch 

The Pittsburgh Penguins, losers of a pair of 3-2 games to the Hurricanes 
this season, won’t have to wait long to try to get a little revenge. 

The teams will meet against Thursday at PPG Paints Arena, where 
Carolina won the first game of the season Nov. 29. 

The Penguins, understandably, are looking forward to it. 

“We owe them one,” Brock McGinn said. “They’re battles, tight-checking 
games. We’re looking forward to that one.” 
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Winning Streak is Over: Carolina Slips Past Penguins, 3-2 

 

By Dave Molinari  

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — There is not much separating the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and Carolina in the Metropolitan Division standings. 

It stands to reason, then, that there seems to be very little separating 
them on the ice, either. 

But if there is an edge so far this season, it belongs to the Hurricanes. 

They defeated the Penguins, 3-2, at PNC Arena Sunday evening, the 
sequel to a 3-2 overtime victory by Carolina Nov. 29 at PPG Paints 
Arena. 

The second-place Hurricanes (19-6-6) are four points ahead of the 
Penguins 18-9-4) in the Metro. 

Carolina ended the Penguins’ seven-game winning streak while raising 
its record in the past 10 games to 9-0-1. 

Penguins alum Jordan Staal snapped a 2-2 tie and got the game-winner 
at 13:33 of the third period, beating Casey DeSmith from between the left 
circle and the crease after reaching around Penguins defenseman Chad 
Ruhwedel to get to the puck. 

The Penguins replaced DeSmith with an extra attacker with more than 
two minutes to play in regulation, but could not get the goal that would 
have forced overtime. 

The Penguins, who entered the evening with at least one power-play 
goal in each of the previous seven games, got a chance with the extra 
man just 64 seconds into the game, but failed to capitalize. 

They never really managed to generate a serious scoring chance, but got 
one shortly after Carolina returned to full strength, as Josh Archibald set 
up Ryan Poehling for a point-blank backhander, but Carolina goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov was able to stop it. 

Poehling had the Penguins’ best scoring chance early in the game, but 
not their only one, as they ran up a 10-2 edge in shots during the first 
seven minutes. 

The Penguins got their second opportunity with the man-advantage when 
Hurricanes defenseman Brent Burns was sent off for holding at 17:03, 
but again were unable to manufacture any meaningful pressure, let alone 
a goal. 
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Despite having an edge in play through the early portions of the game, 
the Penguins fell behind, 1-0, at 3:25 of the second period when Derek 
Stepan corralled a loose puck in the left circle and, appearing to use 
Brian Dumoulin as a screen, threw a shot past DeSmith. 

The goal was the 10th in 43 career games against the Penguins for 
Stepan, who used to face them frequently during his time with the New 
York Rangers. 

Carolina got a power play 25 seconds after Stepan scored, as Chad 
Ruhwedel was sent off for hooking, but the Penguins were able to kill that 
penalty. 

Martin Necas was assessed a hooking minor at 8:09, but the Penguins 
again failed to score. They did, however, get a quality chance, as 
Kochetkov was forced to stop Rickard Rakell from the slot. 

Perhaps that was a portent of sorts, because Rakell tied the game, 1-1, 
when the Penguins got their fourth power play. 

He set up in front of the net and deflected an Evgeni Malkin shot past 
Kochetkov for his 13th goal of the season. Assists went to Malkin, who 
extended his scoring streak to eight games, and Kris Letang. 

Rakell’s goal gave the Penguins at least one man-advantage goal for the 
eighth game in a row. 

The Hurricanes had a brief two-man advantage after Dumoulin (15:53) 
and Poehling (17:37) were sent to the penalty box, but a high-sticking 
minor against ex-Penguin Stefan Noesen reduced the 5-on-3 to 10 
seconds. 

Brock McGinn, who signed with the Penguins as a free agent in 2021 
after starting his NHL career with the Hurricanes, broke a 1-1 tie at 5:03 
of the third period, as he took a feed from Kasperi Kapanen during a two-
on-one and beat Kochetkov from inside the right dot. 

The Hurricanes pulled even at 8:17, when defenseman Brady Skjei 
scored from the left point while Kris Letang and Staal battled for position 
near the crease, 

The Pittsburgh Penguins will return home for two games before the 
NHL’s four-day holiday break. They will face the New York Rangers 
Tuesday at 7:08 p.m and the Hurricanes Thursday, at the same time. 
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Potential Penguins Trade Fit Emerges; Ties to Hextall 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

Saturday night, Hockey Night in Canada analyst Jeff Marek put forth a 
player on the NHL trade block who has ties to Pittsburgh Penguins GM 
Ron Hextall and could very well be a fit for the Penguins. 

Marek reported that the Philadelphia Flyers have made James van 
Riemsdyk available. Hextall signed van Riemsdyk to his current five-year, 
$35 million deal, which expires after this season, making him a UFA. 

The fit for the Penguins has a few layers. 

van Riemsdyk, 33, is a LW with scoring acumen. In 12 games this 
season, he has 11 points, including five goals. Last season, he banked 
24 markers. Not only could van Riemsdyk provide goal-scoring from the 
Penguins’ third line with Jeff Carter, but also insurance should one of the 
Penguins’ top two left wingers suffer an injury. 

Jason Zucker is out week-to-week. Despite playing his best hockey since 
the Penguins acquired him in February, 2020, Zucker has been oft-
injured, so an insurance policy would not hurt. 

van Riemsdyk is 6-foot-3, 217 pounds, and is the net-front presence on 
the Flyers’ power play. He had 10 power-play goals last season and 19 
over the last two. As a big man in front of the net, JVR would give the 
Penguins an element they have not had in a few seasons. 

Financially, van Riemsdyk will be one of those difficult-to-acquire players 
because of the salary cap. The teams that should want him are the same 
teams that cannot afford him because his $7 million cap hit is steep, 
especially for that level of production. 

Marek also reported the Flyers and GM Chuck Fletcher are willing to eat 
part of his salary to make a trade. 

“The Philadelphia Flyers have made him available. The actual cash here 
is $5 million (and) $1 million has already been paid as a bonus going 
back to last summer,” Marek said. “The cap hit is $7 million … the Flyers 
could eat some of that as well to make it more palatable for a team 
looking at James van Riemsdyk.” 

Most playoff contenders are tight against the salary cap. The acquiring 
team will have to get Philadelphia to eat part of the contract, offer an NHL 
salary in return, and give up something of value. 

NHL Trade / Salary Cap Implications 

At the risk of getting too into salary cap weeds, the Penguins would not 
need to find the full $7 million, or even $3.5 million (50% salary 
holdback), to acquire the winger. For mid-season trades, a player’s cap 
hit remains unchanged, but the acquiring team needs only to have 
enough cap space for his remaining salary. 

The Penguins do have a couple of rather obvious starting points for 
discussions to get close to balancing that $3.5 million number. However, 
the Flyers undoubtedly will want additional compensation, including a 
young player, significant draft pick, or prospect. 

Since becoming the Penguins’ GM in February of 2021, Hextall has 
acquired a few players with whom he had a prior connection. His first 
move was to claim Flyers defenseman Mark Friedman off waivers. He 
also acquired Jeff Carter from the L.A. Kings, for whom Hextall was the 
AGM (and again a senior advisor before being hired by the Penguins) 
during Carter’s tenure. 

Even Rickard Rakell would have been often seen by Hextall because he 
was a member of the Kings’ rival, the Anaheim Ducks. 

The NHL trade deadline is March 3, and there will be plenty of Penguins 
trade potentials and probably a few rumors, but for the moment, this one 
could line up for the Penguins. 
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Penguins vs. Carolina, Game 31: Lines, Notes & How to Watch 

 

Dave Molinari  

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Pittsburgh Penguins have won seven games in a 
row, which makes them the hottest team in the NHL. 

They are, however, only nominally ahead of Carolina in that regard, 
because the Hurricanes are 8-0-1 in their past nine games in the wake of 
a 5-4 overtime victory against Dallas Saturday night at PNC Arena. That 
stretch includes an overtime loss at Anaheim, sandwiched by a pair of 
four-game winning streaks. 

Beating the Stars allowed the Hurricanes to break a tie with the Penguins 
and claim sole possession of second place in the Metropolitan Division. 
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The Hurricanes’ offense has been surprisingly ordinary through the first 
30 games, averaging just 2.9 goals per game, but their team defense is 
excellent. Carolina is allowing an average of 2.63 goals per game, fifth-
lowest figure in the league. 

“They’re one of the hardest teams, man-on-man, in all three zones, in the 
league,” Mike Sullivan said. “They play a suffocating defense in all three 
zones. They make you work for the ice out there. Because of that, they’re 
a team that’s difficult to play against. 

“They have real mobile defensemen. They have good size on defense, 
with long reaches. I think Jordan Staal is probably one of the better 
defensive centermen in the league, so he’s going to make it hard on us, 
as well. They’re a good hockey team. They’re well-balanced. They’ve got 
skill up front, but they have a real mobile defense corps that I think is one 
of the more underrated aspects of their team.” 

The new cornerstone of that defense is veteran Brent Burns, acquired 
from San Jose in July. He is averaging a team-high 23 minutes, 44 
seconds of ice time and needs one point for 800 in the NHL. 

History suggests there’s a fairly good chance he will get it this evening, 
since he has 18 points in 23 career games against the Penguins. 

This will be just the Penguins’ fifth game inside the Metropolitan Division 
this season — they are 3-0-1 in the previous four — but is the start of a 
stretch during which they will play five of six against Metro opponents. 
They will face the Hurricanes twice, and have single meetings with the 
New York Rangers, New York Islanders and New Jersey. 

“Those games are big games, and they’re against very good teams,” 
Bryan Rust said. “We have to try to make the most of them.” 

The Pittsburgh Penguins, who are 14-2-2 in their past 18 games, will not 
conduct a game-day skate, and are expected to announce their starting 
goaltender a couple of hours before the game. 

Expected Pittsburgh Penguins Lines 

Guentzel-Crosby-Rakell 

Heinen-Malkin-Rust 

McGinn-Carter-Kapanen 

Poehling-Blueger-Archibald 

Defense 

Pettersson-Letang 

Dumoulin-Rutta 

Joseph-Ruhwedel 

Goalie 

DeSmith 

Expected Carolina Hurricanes Lines, per Puckpedia.com 

Svechnikov-Stastny-Necas 

Teravainen-Kotkaniemi-Jarvis 

Martinook- Staal-Fast 

Noesen-Drury-Stepan 

Defense 

Slavin-Burns 

Skjei-Pesce 

de Haan-Chatfield 

Goalie 

Kochetkov 

Special Teams 

Penguins Power Play: 22 of 101, 21.8%, 18th 

Penguins Penalty Kill: 16 of 94, 83%, 4th 

Hurricanes Power Play: 19 of 101, 18.8%, 26th 

Hurricanes Penalty Kill: 21 of 102, 79.4%, 15th 

Pittsburgh Penguins Game Notes 

The Penguins are 5-3-2 when they have two days between games this 
season, while Carolina is 4-0 in the second game when playing on 
consecutive days. 

History suggests the Penguins, who are 5-1-3 in their past nine games in 
Raleigh, could do worse than to take this game to a shootout. They’re 5-2 
all-time against the Hurricanes while that happens. 

Sidney Crosby has 19 goals and 40 assists in 52 career games against 
Carolina. 

The Penguins are 8-0-1 in their past nine away games, the longest streak 
of games on the road with points in franchise history. 

Tristan Jarry is 6-0 in his past half-dozen starts, with a 2.00 goals-against 
average and .939 save percentage in them. 

Rickard Rakell will be playing in his 600th career NHL game, the last 50 
of which will have been with the Penguins. 

The Penguins’ power play has scored on 10 of 27 chances during their 
seven-game winning streak, while their penalty-kill has given up just 
three goals in 41 shorthanded situations since Nov. 15. 

Penguins alum Jordan Staal has four goals and eight assists in 28 career 
games against his former team. 

The Hurricanes have outshot their opposition in 24 of their 30 games, 
going 16-5-3 when that happens. 

How to Watch 

TV: AT&T SportsNet 

Radio: 105.9 The X 
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Dan’s Daily: Malkin Busts Crosby, Canucks Fling Open Trade Doors 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

Jim Rutherford is either a genius, creating a circus in Vancouver, or both. 
Reports state the Canucks have put everyone but Elias Pettersson on 
the NHL trade block. The Flyers are listening on James van Riemsdyk, 
the NHL is looking at an 84-game schedule, and Nick Backstrom’s 
impending return could rekindle the Washington Capitals trade talks. 
Also, Evgeni Malkin returned to practice and chirped his buddy Sidney 
Crosby for a wimpy slap shot. 

Whew. The boys on HNIC were dropping bombs on Saturday night. The 
potential 84-game schedule makes me cringe. When will sports leagues 
realize there is no demand for MORE regular-season games? “We need 
a longer regular season,” said No Fan Ever. 

Just a thought, but 16 teams made the Stanley Cup playoffs when there 
were 21 teams. If they’re hell-bent on more hockey, how about 20 teams 
of a 32-team league, including four wild cards. Have the wild cards play a 
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five-game series? Wouldn’t the TV networks get more bang for their buck 
with that than more regular season games? 

This weekend, I feel like I’m standing on my head and telling everyone 
they’re upside down. Join me tonight on WPXI’s Final Word. I’ve got a 
few things I want to say to you people… (Happy Festivus). 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: Welcome back, Malkin. He scratched his chin, 
grinned, and delivered a pretty good crack against Sidney Crosby, who 
plunked him with a slap-shot on Thursday. Check it out — Well done, 
Evgeni Malkin. 

Happy World Cup Final. One game for all the marbles, and you won’t get 
more for four years. Get a free $50 bet at DraftKings (and don’t go 10-ply 
on me. Use the $50 well). World Cup Final bets we like. 

Steelers Now: 

Kenny Pickett is out. After a week of pitting the other QBs against each 
other, Mike Tomlin chose the Steelers starting QB. 

All right, it’s a long shot, and the worst thing that could happen is the 
Steelers win a few games but not make the playoffs. So, if you believe in 
miracles, here’s what must happen for a Steelers playoff berth. 

Former Steelers think the team is holding him back — Free George 
Pickens! 

Pittsburgh Baseball Now: The Pirates spent some money on backstops 
and snagged a free agent. Pittsburgh Pirates free agency. 

NHL Trade Talk, News & National Hockey Now: 

Sportsnet: Hockey Night in Canada. Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman 
were on fire. The Canucks and GM Patrik Allivn have put everyone but 
Pettersson on the NHL trade block. An 84-game schedule? The Flyers 
are listening on van Riemsdyk. 

Montreal Hockey Now: Nick Backstrom is getting close to returning to the 
Capitals. This summer, the Capitals and Canadiens had trade talks about 
moving cap space. Could the Capitals reengage the Canadiens trade 
talks? 

Philly Hockey Now: Torts can be hard on top centers who don’t produce. 
Kevin Hayes is the Flyers’ leading scorer, but on Saturday, Tortorella 
made him a healthy scratch. Philadelphia Flyers lineup friction. 

Hey–follow Ariel Melendez on Twitter. She’s part of the next generation 
of hockey writers who are getting a chance to shine. 

Washington Hockey Now: WILD win for the Capitals. Light-scoring 
defenseman Erik Gustafsson scored a hat trick, and the Capitals rattled 
former Caps goalie Ilya Samsonov. Gustafsson said he “blacked out” 
after the hatty. Check out the Washington Capitals locker room. 

Detroit Hockey Now: Call me sympathetic. Ollie Matta was out of the 
lineup for several games. Pneumonia knocked him out for the Detroit 
Red Wings. 

Vegas Hockey Now: A scary story that ended well with a lot of outpouring 
of support. Alex Pietrangelo was on personal leave from the Golden 
Knights. Saturday, he told the reason why. His daughter’s flu progressed 
to lesions on the brain and days in the hospital. Here’s the full story from 
Alex Pietrangelo. 
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Mired in losing, Flyers show frustration 

Alternate captain Scott Laughton cannot hide his disappointment. The 
Flyers may be building for the future, but the losses are taking their toll. 

 

by Giana Han 

 

The Flyers have lost 17 of the last 20 games. They’ve already been 
through a 10-game skid and have not been able to put together back-to-
back wins since early November. Looking at the big picture, the Flyers 
have shown progress despite all the L’s on their record. But the reality of 
the losses in the here and now is much less optimistic. 

After the Flyers’ latest defeat, a 6-3 loss to the New York Rangers on 
Saturday, Scott Laughton was asked if the team’s inability to string wins 
together is getting frustrating. Laughton, the team’s lone alternate captain 
this season, answered with a simple but resounding “Yeah.” 

According to the players and coach John Tortorella, the locker room is 
fine, and the bench is fine in terms of character. People get along. 
They’re supportive. They’re dedicated to improving. And when the team 
trails in games, the players are persistent in their encouragement and 
positive in their outlook. 

The Flyers also spoke highly of the locker room they had last year, and 
they continued to insist it was a good one in the wake of a historically bad 
season. They said players stuck together and didn’t point fingers. But 
when Tortorella came in, he said he heard the locker room was 
splintered. Players denied that. 

“I like the group. We have some deficiencies as far as skill level… but 
this is the team we have right now… we’re taking care of things we can 
control,” John Tortorella said. 

— Giana Han (@giana_jade) December 18, 2022 

But the story line of a united organization seemed to falter Saturday, 
even before Laughton’s comment about frustration following the most 
recent loss. A storm of news struck that morning. 

Lukáš Sedlák announced he was leaving the team. He said it had 
nothing to do with the Flyers, but he also said he wasn’t enjoying playing 
in the NHL as much as he expected and would rather play at home in the 
Czech Republic. The NHL team he was playing for when he found he 
wasn’t enjoying it? The Flyers. His teammates wished him the best, but 
they were surprised by the news. 

“I don’t have much info on it,” Laughton said. “I just hope he’s happy.” 

The Flyers also announced before the game that Kevin Hayes would be 
a healthy scratch. He’s the team’s leading scorer, and he has been an 
alternate captain in previous seasons. He’s often described as the guy 
who arranges team dinners and welcomes new players. When asked 
about Hayes’ situation, Laughton kept his reply businesslike. 

“The main thing is focus on the job,” Laughton said. “Have a couple 
conversations with him, but, yeah, worried about what you can do to help 
the team tonight, and that’s pretty much it.” 

Tortorella has spoken often about how it’s not just a building process, it’s 
also a trimming process. Hockey is a business, but there still are 
friendships and feelings involved. And whether they’ll say it or not, Hayes 
and those who care about him will have feelings about his being 
scratched against his former team while other players who made big 
mistakes the night before stayed in the lineup. They’ll have to deal with 
even more feelings if Tortorella decides Hayes has got to go. 

There also seems to be a disconnect between how Tortorella views the 
season and how the organization views it. On Dec. 1, Tortorella avoided 
the word “rebuild” but staunchly said the team is at the beginning of a 
building process. Meanwhile, general manager Chuck Fletcher, also 
avoiding the word “rebuild,” pointed out that the team can still be 
competitive this season. CEO Dave Scott hasn’t spoken this season, but 
when he last spoke, he said the Flyers still wanted to win now. 

Flyers coach John Tortorella has said the team's turnaround will be a 
long and painful process.  
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With a 10-15-7 record, the Flyers haven’t “won now.” Tortorella has said 
it’s all part of what’s going to be a painful, long process. The process will 
depend on a lot of hope — hope that the team responds to his teachings, 
hope that the players they drafted live up to expectations, hope that 
players stay healthy or return from injury. 

Tortorella has his players working toward a bigger picture he sees in his 
mind. But the same young players he needs for the team’s future 
success are the ones who presently are slogging through loss after loss. 
And if a veteran like Laughton is feeling the frustration, they probably are, 
too, especially when future success is far from guaranteed. 

Tortorella admitted in November that there needs to be a balance 
between focusing on the future and making sure the players aren’t 
demoralized along the way. 

“That’s something we have to manage,” he said after the sixth straight 
loss of the 10-game skid. 

The balance they’ve found so far? Ten wins to 22 losses. 
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The Flyers are never boring: Why Kevin Hayes sat, Lukáš Sedlák left and 
more 

 

By Charlie O'Connor 

 

PHILADELPHIA — You know it’s a wild day around the Philadelphia 
Flyers when the team’s top offseason acquisition returning to the lineup 
after a healthy scratch and a family tragedy is the third-biggest storyline. 

There was one player who wouldn’t play, one player not permitted to play 
and one player who couldn’t play but now can. 

The Flyers may be bad. But they’re never boring. 

Let’s start with the one who wouldn’t play: waiver acquisition Lukáš 
Sedlák. 

Sedlák wasn’t merely a rare unexpected bright spot for the Flyers — he 
was one of the few recent Chuck Fletcher transactions that appeared to 
have paid real dividends. It’s not that Sedlák was dominant, but he 
certainly proved a useful piece for the Flyers, playing as high as Line 2 at 
times and more than earning all of his ice time. In fact, no Flyers forward 
has driven play this year better than Sedlák — his 52.16 percent 
expected share leads the forward corps, and his +0.156 xG impact puts 
him in the 86th percentile among all NHL forwards. 

And now, he’s gone. As in leaving the Flyers and the NHL and going 
back home to Czechia, most likely to play for HC Dynamo Pardubice. He 
was placed on unconditional waivers for the purposes of terminating his 
contract on Saturday. 

“I made the decision yesterday. Obviously, I was thinking about it for … 
the reason is more than one,” Sedlák said. 

So what were his many reasons? 

“It’s nothing serious, like with my family or anything like that,” he 
continued. “I just felt overall that, you know, me playing in NHL, it didn’t 
bring me what I expected it to bring me, and I would rather be home with 
my family.” 

But it went beyond wanting to be closer to home, and closer to his 
fiancee, who he hadn’t seen for three months since heading over to 
North America to join the Avalanche. Sedlák noted that he enjoyed his 
time in the KHL from 2019-20 through 2021-22, when he was given ice 
time commensurate with that of a star. He knew when he made the 

decision to come back to the NHL that his ice time would dip. But he 
didn’t expect the drop to bother him as much as it did. 

“Yeah, I mean, when I came from Russia, I always played a lot. And I 
enjoyed playing a lot, and kind of being ‘the guy’ and stuff like that,” he 
said. “I didn’t expect to have that here. So I kind of knew what I’m gonna 
get, how many minutes, stuff like that. But I thought (I was) gonna feel 
better about it. And obviously, when I signed with Colorado, I kind of 
knew that I might have a chance to win, stuff like that. So that’s, of 
course, part of the reason too.” 

Sedlák made it clear that his decision had nothing to do with the Flyers 
organization, specifically repudiating theories “on Twitter,” as he said, 
that he was leaving due to a conflict with the Flyers on some level. That 
said, it’s clear that part of the reason Sedlák returned to the NHL knowing 
he’d be a role player was to chase down a Stanley Cup with the 
Avalanche. After he was waived and claimed by Philadelphia, that no 
longer was on the table. Sedlák contended that the Flyers’ predicament 
didn’t drive the decision, but surely, playing depth minutes on a club 
poised to lose its 17th game in its last 21 wasn’t exactly the most enticing 
sell. 

The 29-year-old forward wants to have fun playing hockey. And in the 
end, he felt that would be more likely back home closer to his family than 
with Philadelphia. 

“I’m getting to a certain age where it’s not just about being in (the) NHL or 
playing (in the) NHL. But it’s also about playing, having fun playing, 
because I don’t know how many good years I have left,” he said. 

Sedlák wants to have fun playing hockey, and that’s why he left. Kevin 
Hayes, on the other hand, just wants to play hockey. John Tortorella, 
however, had other ideas Saturday, scratching him for the Flyers’ 
matchup against the Rangers. 

“It’s kind of a big picture (decision), in my mind, as far as team concept,” 
Tortorella said. 

Tortorella’s frustration with Hayes isn’t new. The Flyers head coach came 
close to scratching Hayes earlier in the season for defensive lapses, 
even threatening to do so in front of the other Flyers players, per a 
person close to the team. But ultimately, Tortorella chose to move Hayes 
to wing, essentially scratching “Hayes the center” while keeping “Hayes 
the offensive weapon” in the lineup. And that made sense — while 
Hayes’ two-way game this season has been lacking (team-low negative-
0.232 xG impact at even strength), he remains the top scorer (29 points 
in 30 games) for a team starved for offense. 

But after an ugly game in Newark that saw Hayes take an early penalty 
leading to Jack Hughes’ first-period goal, commit a ghastly late-second-
period turnover high in the offensive zone and be benched for the entire 
third period, Tortorella apparently had enough. Hayes’ offense, in this 
case, wasn’t enough to keep him in the lineup, even if Hayes’ absence — 
as Tortorella acknowledged — likely cut the Flyers’ likelihood of winning 
Saturday’s game. 

“I’ll put it to you this way: I can’t keep looking by things, (just) because 
we’re worried about scoring,” Tortorella said. “I’ve got to look at the big 
picture of what this team is going to be, what the standard is, of how we 
have to play. That far outweighs losing some offense in a particular 
game.” 

My understanding is that while the mistakes Thursday may have been 
the final straw for Torts, the benching was not a direct punishment for 
one game. Tortorella believes that Hayes’ overall play needs significant 
work, and that while he’s not expecting Hayes at age 30 to change 
entirely as a player, he does feel that Hayes can make more adjustments 
than to this point he’s been willing to make. The frustration on the part of 
the coaching staff with regard to Hayes is very real, and the scratching 
certainly escalated the situation to an entirely new level. 

Hayes declined to comment after practice, choosing to not offer his view 
of the situation. But surely, he can’t be happy about the embarrassment 
of being sat down, particularly for a game against his former club. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 19, 2022 

 

And Hayes isn’t the only recent high-profile veteran that Tortorella has 
scratched. In fact, the last target of the tactic — Tony DeAngelo — 
returned to the lineup Saturday after missing the last four games 

Tortorella’s original plan, however, almost certainly didn’t involve 
DeAngelo out of the lineup for a week. The 27-year-old defenseman 
couldn’t play the past three games for another, far more serious reason 
than a simple hockey decision: the death of his grandmother Jo-Ann. 

“We were super, super close, probably closer than I was with anybody,” 
DeAngelo said after practice on Saturday. “It’s just a tough loss for 
everybody. 

DeAngelo was particularly close with his grandmother, who lived in the 
Packer Park section of South Philadelphia — in fact, he visited her on a 
daily basis in the summer for lunch after training at the Flyers’ facility. He 
was in no shape to return to game action this week after hearing the 
news in the lead-up to puck drop on Sunday in Arizona. 

“She always told me that no matter what, she’d want me to play right 
away, but there’s no way I could have played last week,” he said. 
“Obviously I’ll be thinking about her a lot.” 

So DeAngelo had a particularly difficult task in front of him Saturday. Not 
only was he making his return after a family tragedy, he was also trying 
to incorporate adjustments into his game to avoid raising the ire of 
Tortorella yet again. The result? He played 24:26 minutes (tops on the 
defense) but was also a minus-5 in plus/minus rating. 

“Rust. There was some rust,” Tortorella said after the game regarding 
DeAngelo’s play. “The biggest thing with Tony, I think his offense is going 
to come when he gets back playing more games. We just want a little bit 
more work away from the puck in our end zone. I think positioning and 
patience is a really important thing for Tony defensively. He’s not going to 
be a top defensive defenseman in this league — that’s not what we want. 
We just want to see a little bit more as far as patience and his 
positioning. I think it’ll help him out defensively and that’ll grow into his 
offense.” 

This is the Flyers in a nutshell right now. On one single day, they can 
have one player leaving the team for good, their top scorer receiving a 
statement benching from the new head coach and their top offseason 
add trying to earn his way back into that same coach’s good graces after 
a benching of his own. 

The losses may keep coming in Philadelphia. But so do the noteworthy 
storylines. No one can accuse this organization of being boring, at the 
very least. 

Assorted observations 

2. Oh, there was also a game to be played in South Philly on Saturday, a 
game that the Flyers unsurprisingly lost 6-3. It followed the script of many 
of their recent defeats — they played hard and kept it close, but extended 
lapses proved too much to overcome, and then they gave up a couple 
empty-net goals to make the score look worse than it was. It was the 
Flyers’ 17th loss of their brutal 21-games-in-40-days schedule stretch, a 
run that almost certainly put a halt to any long shot playoff hopes for the 
club. 

3. Tortorella concurred that the key stretch of the game came in the wake 
of K’Andre Miller’s mid-second-period tally. Shook by Miller’s goal, which 
immediately followed a pressure-heavy but ultimately fruitless power 
play, the Flyers “watched a little bit” (in Torts’ words) during the few 
minutes after that goal. The result? A 1-1 tie before Miller’s goal quickly 
turned into a 3-1 deficit. Scott Laughton took the blame for a blown 
assignment on the third goal, but in truth, the Rangers could have scored 
on any one of their many quality chances over that stretch. And the 
Flyers just don’t have the horses to come all the way back from a two-
goal deficit against a quality opponent like New York. 

4. Speaking of Miller’s goal, it was a highlight reel one. He helped force a 
Travis Sanheim turnover, recovered after being tripped by Sanheim on 
the ensuing breakaway, and then still was able to fool Carter Hart with a 

gorgeous dangle. He sure would look like on the Flyers’ blue line corps 
right now, but given the opportunity to select him with the 19th pick in 
2018, then-GM Ron Hextall instead chose Jay O’Brien, who is still toiling 
away at Boston University and is no guarantee to earn an NHL contract 
before he graduates. Welp. 

What an effort on this goal from K'Andre Miller 
pic.twitter.com/KRtUfh2mr1 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) December 18, 2022 

5. Also, a message to Sanheim on that play: if you’re going to trip a 
player to disrupt a breakaway, make sure you really trip him. Might as 
well fully earn that penalty. 

6. Owen Tippett was a standout, but not via his shooting. His passing 
game was particularly on point — he earned one assist on a bank pass 
off the end boards to James van Riemsdyk, and could have finished with 
two or three more given all of his quality feeds. 

7. Laughton may have blown the coverage on New York’s third goal, but 
he also kept the Flyers in it with his short-handed tally late in the third 
period. In essence, it was a two-goal swing, after a long video review on 
a Chris Kreider almost-goal failed to produce concrete evidence that the 
puck had actually crossed the line. Seconds later, Laughton was heading 
down the ice on a short-handed breakaway, and the Flyers were right 
back in the game. 

8. Kieffer Bellows was recalled back to the Flyers after producing seven 
points in five games with the Phantoms, with Hayes scratched, Sedlák 
unavailable and Zack MacEwen out with an illness. But in his 10:09 
minutes of action, Bellows was largely invisible. Welp x2. 

9. Heavy Rangers fan contingent in the Wells Fargo Center for this one, 
which was most obvious whenever DeAngelo held the puck, inspiring a 
chorus of boos from the Blueshirts faithful who clearly haven’t absolved 
him for his role in the fight with Alexandar Georgiev in 2021 that ended 
his Rangers career. 

10. Morgan Frost also scored a goal on a gorgeous snipe. He didn’t do 
much in Newark, but Frost’s line (with JvR and Tippett) was 
Philadelphia’s most dangerous. This was the kind of follow-up game that 
he needed after his four-point effort in Arizona. Hey, it’s a start. 
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NHL99: Patrick Kane, a magician on the ice, sees hockey like few do 

 

Scott Powers 

17-22 minutes 19/12/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Patrick Kane misses the good times. He misses playing with Artemi 
Panarin, Patrick Sharp and Alex DeBrincat. He misses being in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. He misses scoring clutch goals. He misses the 
Chicago Blackhawks being relevant in the NHL. 

There were certainly a lot of good times early in Kane’s career. Of the 
136 playoff games he’s played in, 123 of them occurred during his first 
eight seasons. He scored 48 goals, including 10 game-winners, and 
dished out 66 assists in that span. 
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And there was no greater time than this during the 2010 Stanley Cup 
Final: 

Kane, No. 41 on The Athletic’s list of the top 100 players in post-1967 
expansion NHL history, has been asked to recount this Cup-winning goal 
repeatedly. 

This time, we asked him to recall and explain the goal, but also to go into 
detail about a bunch of other career highlights. 

When I pulled up the 2010 clip, he reflected on how that goal, that 
feeling, that celebration, has seemed to drift further and further away 
from him. Two more Stanley Cup wins did follow, but the last one came 
in 2015 and the Blackhawks haven’t won a playoff series since. As good 
as those first eight seasons were, he’s played in 20 playoff games over 
the last seven seasons, and nine of those came as a 12th seed in the 
expanded 2020 bubble playoffs. 

“It’s like, it’s almost crazy it happened, you know?” Kane said while 
watching the 2010 Stanley Cup goal. “You look back on it, it’s not like I 
remember being in that position, making that move, shooting that puck, 
or even, this, skating down the ice. It’s all kind of a blur now. I know it’s 
been 12 years, but … I don’t know. Like I go back to saying, it feels like 
two different careers. It’s almost like a different person is doing this. 
Because we haven’t had success in a while, it’s like that was one part of 
my career and this is the second part.” 

The looming unknown is whether there’s a third act. Kane largely controls 
that. He’s in the final year of his contract with the Blackhawks. He just 
has to say the word to drop his no-movement clause, and he’ll be traded. 
If he remains with the Blackhawks for the entirety of this season, he’d 
likely miss the playoffs for the fifth time in the last six seasons, and that 
second part of his career continues on. 

Kane’s decision isn’t that simple. There’s the loyalty, and there are the 
team records he’s approaching. Then there’s being drafted somewhere, 
staying for 16 seasons and choosing to leave it all. Kane can be a star 
anywhere, but he’ll never be seen the way he is with the Blackhawks. 

All that said, Kane knows his window to recapture those good times is 
closing. Wouldn’t he love to play with Panarin, DeBrincat or someone 
similar and not be expected to do all the heavy lifting for a line or even a 
team? 

“Yeah, no doubt, especially as you get older,” Kane said. “I feel like 
there’s a time when I was maybe 24 to maybe before Panarin got there 
where I could help carry a line by myself. I think the game has changed a 
little bit. You need players to be able to read off and to be able to help 
with just your own game. So, it would definitely be nice to play with some 
high-end players, especially to finish my career.” 

Kane is optimistic he does have a third act in him. 

“Yeah, hopefully get back to this, playing good hockey, good fun hockey 
and being able to produce and be on winning teams and enjoy these 
moments,” Kane said. “I mean, I don’t think any of these clips make you 
feel the way that the playoff overtime winners feel like. No matter what it 
means in the regular season, it’s great to be the guy to score an 
overtime-winning goal and to have that clutch feeling and to be 
considered as clutch. It’d be nice to have that opportunity.” 

March 12, 2022 

The first clip Kane watched was a long shift in the offensive zone. He 
didn’t score or have an assist, but it was an opportunity for him to explain 
what exactly he was looking to do with and without the puck. 

“Even though I didn’t really get many touches to start, seems like I was 
coming through the middle, back out, trying to present myself for a play 
and back into the middle. I think that’s something over the years with 
Darryl (Belfry, Kane’s personal development coach), I’ve tried to 
definitely have in my game, especially in the offensive zone, just like 
pretty much coming in through the middle after every play. It seems to be 
the best way to be able to get pucks, for me anyway. 

“It’s almost like multiple possessions. Not just one and done, get a 
chance, get the next puck, get on it and then your next chance or your 
next play is probably going to be even more dangerous than the first one. 
I think you saw in that shift, it was a lot of like, in, out, in, out, almost like 
a figure-eight pattern. You’re on both sides of the ice, you’re through the 
middle. Just trying to get open, present yourself to be an option.” 

March 10, 2017 

“This one is funny. (Panarin) was saying I hadn’t passed to him in two or 
three games. So this was like one of our first shifts together. I just 
remember before the game, him saying just one pass, just give me one 
pass. I think that’s where the reaction came after. 

“It’s just about knowing where he is. DeBrincat was so good at this, too. 
Like, he’s not rushing in to get to the net. He’s just kind of laying off a 
little bit, finding enough space from that defender. I think it’s just about 
spatial awareness, too. (Mike) Greene’s putting his stick on you. He’s 
gonna try and go stick on puck, so you have to try to pass it under his 
stick, and then you try to get it just out of the reach of the other 
defenseman, I think it was (Danny) Dekeyser there, to give him a good 
chance to one-time it. But he really makes a play for me there because of 
the position he’s in. If he’s a little bit closer, then I can’t pass it in that spot 
away from defensemen.” 

Dec. 31, 2015 

“This was fun because we’d come up with a lot of speed and then I’d just 
rip it across as hard as I could so it couldn’t get deflected away. Try to 
stay in the dot light and then receive the pass that way. But teams are 
playing a 1-3; it had to be a really hard pass across. He was so good at 
his skating and his edges that he was able to take that in full stride. And 
then I just have to beat my guy to the back post.” 

April 3, 2016 

“I remember my buddy came in (to town). I think I was at 96 points and 
my dad was coming in the next game. I didn’t think I was gonna get four 
in one night to get to 100. It’s a 6-0 goal, and usually you don’t see that 
type of celebration for a 6-0 goal. But stuff like this, kind of like the play 
against Detroit, you kind of read off each other. I’m not skating as hard as 
I can to the back post. I’m trying to find the right area where he can pass 
it back to me. This really became a good play for us. This was an east-to-
west pass for a one-timer, which is tougher for a goalie to stop. It’s not 
even my best, but I can just get it off quick. 

“It gets fun, too, when you start developing that chemistry and making 
plays and understanding where each other are. It’s like all of a sudden 
you’re going to games and you’re not thinking so much about where you 
need to be on the ice because it’s just gonna happen. It just becomes 
second nature and you start figuring out what works for each other. And I 
think when it does work, teams try to take it away, but it still finds its way. 
It still can be an effective play. If it works, it’s not just gonna go away and 
not work the next game. It’s gonna be there for a little bit.” 

Nov. 7, 2021 

“This one, we were joking, (DeBrincat) said he gave me a bad pass in the 
skates on purpose, so he could get the puck back and score. I could 
probably one-time this too, but I was just kind of at full speed and I was 
skating straight, so just decided to kick it up and be able to pass it back 
to him. And he’s so deadly in that spot too. If you give it back to him 
there, it’s pretty much game over.” 

Nov. 12, 2021 

“This is similar type stuff with Panarin. I know it’s a delayed penalty here 
and you can take some chances with the puck. There’s nothing to really 
be worried about. But I’m just trying to get into the zone, maybe do 
something and create some space. Look where (DeBrincat) positions 
himself here. It’s such a good spot. Like he’s skating, but then he slows 
down. 

“Similar play to the one against Detroit with Panarin where I’m 
backhanding it under the guy’s stick, DeBrincat’s a little bit away from the 
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defender and he can just one-time it in. These are always fun plays. You 
feel good about these ones after you score because they’re just like stuff 
you work on and a little bit of a show, too. It’s kind of a highlight play and 
just feels good after these go in.” 

Jan. 2, 2022 

“(DeBrincat’s) just so good at getting open. You can say it’s a great pass. 
You could say he’s the beneficiary of the play. But just look at him here, 
he just finds the open space. He could go wide there, but I guess he 
probably reads off (Milan) Lucic that he’s looking the other way, finds that 
open space, takes a nice little route there, cuts back. It’s funny, he 
doesn’t even celebrate. He just knows it’s automatic.” 

2021-22 season 

(These are three passes Kane made to Strome during a short span in the 
2021-22 season.) 

“You just kind of know where the player is during the play. I think Panarin 
and DeBrincat are very good at finding those spots. I think Stromer was a 
guy that you almost had to lead into those positions. But he got better 
and better at finding areas to get open. I think on all of these, pretty much 
a lot of his goals, like you just kind of put it to an area for him and he kind 
of finds a space. But he was really good at that too, at adjusting to 
passes and kind of realizing where the puck was gonna go. 

“You’re always kind of wondering what you’re thinking about at that time 
and that spot, but I think a lot of it just has to do with what I said before, 
the spatial awareness, knowing where guys are on the ice, knowing 
where the best play is or the best person to have a chance. Obviously, 
that (pass) gets through, sometimes they do, sometimes they don’t. 

“I feel good with the backhand passes. Something I’ve kind of always felt 
good with.” 

Feb. 11, 2020 

“I could shoot, but I think (Adam Boqvist) does a good job of slowing up 
and giving me a passing angle. So I think you always want to get as 
close to the net as possible. Here, it looks like maybe I could take it in 
and shoot on the backhand, but I see (Ryan) Nugent-Hopkins is reaching 
with his stick. There’s an angle to pass to Boqvist. I’m probably going to 
be able to get it out of the reach of that defenseman. Just kind of hoping 
it’s in a good area for him to shoot. 

“I think (my processing of a play like that has) evolved. When I was a 
younger kid, I would take it to the net all the time, try to deke through 
everyone and score. I think just working with Belfry, he told me (when I 
was a kid) that I got to start using my teammates, even to the point where 
he said, you’re gonna have to sit if you do it again. I remember we’re up 
like 5-1, I didn’t have any goals, and I went through the whole team and 
scored. Even though I scored, he sat me down on the bench the rest of 
the period. Then I started using my teammates. I started to deke through 
a couple guys, hit a guy backdoor for a tap in. And then, it just kind of 
evolved from that.” 

Oct. 19, 2007 

“The camera quality is not as good as it is today. Seventh game, nice to 
get the first one (of my career) out of the way. Sharpie (Patrick Sharp) 
had some big assists on a lot of my goals throughout my career — you 
know, my first goal, my 20th goal. There’s some other ones, too. But he 
does a good job of putting it under the stick there and just try to fire it top 
glove. 

“I think I definitely evolved from this player, for sure. I still think I did a lot 
of good things. I think I moved pretty well and was able to create some 
chances. We were pretty young too, so we had to learn a lot.” 

Dec. 20, 2008 

“I remember this one was when (Joel) Quenneville really started to 
implement his system in our second year. Me and Sharpie were like on 
fire at this point, and we were playing like 14, 15 minutes a game. So, 

we’re like all pissed off. All we do is score, and now we only play 15 
minutes. He was like matching lines. Even though the team was winning, 
we were just kind of clueless to it.” 

Dec. 26, 2009 

“Taser (Jonathan Toews) was so good at these little plays. But that was 
another kind of shot that I worked on, just like being able to look pass, 
sell that pass and be able to shoot it a lot of different areas, whether it 
was top glove or low block or five-hole. Those are all good areas for me 
to shoot on this. But I think you can see the goalie here, maybe even the 
defenseman too, it kind of looks like I’m passing right here, and just 
surprise them with the shot.” 

Oct. 25, 2011 

“It was nice to connect on one of these. I tried it a few times. Right here, 
you’re probably seeing the play, you’re seeing (Marián) Hossa is going 
back post. So what’s the best way to get it to him? (Dan) Carcillo does a 
real nice job of taking out that defenseman, too. I just got to throw it to an 
area off the spin. And he was driving there and put it in. It’s fun. But you 
know, even playing center there, like I didn’t mind it, because I was 
playing with Hossa. He was so good defensively. 

“People view (that play) as like, I don’t know, a fancy play or whatnot, but 
it’s kind of a play where you can protect the puck and get the puck to a 
backhand without actually showing it to the defenseman.” 

March 16, 2013 

“You know (laughing), it’s 7-1 in the game here, you’re on a power play. 
You’re probably not going to try this on a power play, but I thought I’d try 
it. A lot of the time I was passing the puck off that, so I figured I’d try and 
shoot one and see what happened with it. 

“The key is to come to the middle of the ice a couple steps so that 
defenseman comes with you. And then you’re kind of doing the spray 
and spin-o-rama to get yourself a little bit more time. The defenseman 
actually plays it pretty well. I think he’s just a second away from tipping 
the puck away from me. And then, you’re just trying to shoot right out of 
that turn, use the momentum from the turn to get some power on the 
puck and shoot it. I remember after this one, Jimmy Hayes was like, I 
was wide open back door, you should have gave it to me. I looked at the 
replay, and he’s like completely covered. He was kind of a character.” 

Nov. 16, 2013 

“This one was cool. I think I missed a chance right before this actually, 
too. I think it was a delayed penalty on the play. But I just kind of felt 
myself going in the air, and when you flip the puck like that, you’re like, 
just almost happy and excited about the possibility of the chance of it 
maybe going in. Like right here, the puck’s on my stick, I’m kind of down 
and out, but I’m still able to be in a good position with it to flick it up. That 
was a nice one.” 

Feb. 19, 2017 

“This one was good. We were up, 4-1. I think I had an assist on the 
fourth. And I think throughout the first two periods, I think I was maybe 
one of the worst players on the ice. In Buffalo, it’s never good. But it’s 
nice, I think we might have had two or three points here in the third. So 
always nice to score in the hometown. 

“But, yeah, it’s a good play by Breadman (Panarin) to draw — look, 
everyone’s looking at him. No one really knows where I am because 
everyone’s looking at him. It’s plays like that where you’re find able to 
find space, become more of a threat. 

“It looks like when I’m getting here, I’m just kind of waiting to see what 
that defenseman’s gonna do. Is he’s gonna come at me? Is it gonna be a 
backdoor pass? He stays there. So then, see where the open space is. 
Looks like he slid across a little bit. It was nice to get that one on (Robin) 
Lehner and have that one on him. 
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“This is where hockey was fun here. It was just a lot of, I don’t want to 
say toying with the defensemen in the offensive zone, but just people 
didn’t really know what to expect at this time with what was going on, with 
what we were doing. Just bringing the puck up top, that was something 
that was never really seen. And then have two guys come on top, and 
you can drop it, and you can add motion with speed, and be able to make 
plays like this, where you read off the defenders real quick. Yeah, it was 
a fun time.” 

April 21, 2016 

“This is the year I won MVP. I wasn’t having a great game here either, 
and I remember Quenneville came in the locker room. He never really did 
this, but he kind of called me out. What are we, three minutes into 
overtime here, and I scored? So obviously he knew how to get the best 
out of his players. He just told me to pick it up. I think I had a chance the 
first shift too and then this one — oh, man, scoring those overtime 
winners, there’s no better feeling.” 
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Weekend NHL rankings: David Pastrnak’s contract, Blues questions and 
the mediocre 5 

 

Sean McIndoe 

13-17 minutes 19/12/2022 

 

One of my pet theories this year was that it would be a season of 
extremes. The loaded top of the 2023 draft, and the predictable tank war 
it would inspire, would clog the bottom of the standings with some of the 
worst records in recent history. And that would open the door to the 
league’s good teams to rack up even more points than usual, thanks to a 
steady stream of matchups with teams that weren’t even trying. We’d end 
up with a bunch of 110-plus point teams and a bunch of awful ones, and 
not much left in the mushy middle. 

There’s still time for things to evolve that way. But so far, we’re not 
seeing that separation. While we’re seeing a clear group of six very bad 
teams at the bottom and almost as many very good ones, the middle is 
as mushy as ever. At one point on Saturday afternoon, there were six 
teams sitting at exactly .500. There’s a lot of mediocrity out there. 

OK, let’s embrace that. Which of the NHL’s mediocre teams has been the 
most mediocre so far? 

Top Middle five middling teams in the middle 

5. Washington Capitals — The number says they should be even higher, 
with 16 wins against 17 losses and a single-digit goals differential. But 
they’re heating up, and Nicklas Backstrom is on the way back, so I’ll 
hedge. Besides, who cares about wins and losses as long as Alex 
Ovechkin’s goals machine goes brrr. 

4. Detroit Red Wings — They’re over .500 but have lost more than 
they’ve won and please don’t think about that too hard, it just makes your 
brain hurt. The momentum here is not good with five straight losses. It 
was a nice underdog story while it lasted. 

3. Los Angeles Kings — They’re well over .500 at 17-12-5, but that 
includes three shootout wins, they have a negative goals differential and 
they’ve won as many as they’ve lost. I think if you add all of that up, it 
ends up being pretty mediocre. 

2. Ottawa Senators — It took a four-game win streak to get them back to 
.500, so this is a better spot to be in than where they were two weeks 

ago. Yesterday’s loss to the Wild left them with an impressively mediocre 
goals differential of minus-one. 

1. Florida Panthers — Yeah, I’m as surprised as you are. But they’re over 
.500, lose more than they win, have just a plus-four goals differential, and 
as an added bonus they’re even 5-5-0 in their last 10. They won’t defend 
their Presidents’ Trophy, but at least they’re in first place for something. 

Not making the list — You could make a good case for the Habs. The 
Flames, amazingly enough, might not be good enough to be in the 
middle right now. The Sabres are way too exciting to be mediocre, 
whatever their record says, they’re basically hockey’s version of this 
tweet. And the Blues, well, we’ll get to them in a bit. 

On to the extremes, with this week’s top and bottom five… 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

Is it too early to be talking about the trade deadline? Trick question, it’s 
never too early. Eric has a look at how things may be shaping up. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (22-10-1, +17 true goals differential*) — They 
haven’t been great lately, but with the Kraken fading a bit, the Pacific 
crown still looks like it’s theirs for the taking. More importantly, Alex 
Pietrangelo is back after a very scary family crisis. 

“When they can’t really give you a timetable of when your precious little 
girl is going to get better, it’s pretty scary.” 

Alex Pietrangelo opened up about his daughter’s illness, miraculous 
recovery, and his time away from the team. 

4. New Jersey Devils (21-8-2, +30) — They lost five straight, which feels 
like a lot for a team that only lost five times in the season’s first two 
months. Are we worried? 

I’m pretty sure we’re not. None of those losses, taken individually, was 
especially concerning. OK, you never want to lose to the Flyers, but they 
had nearly 50 shots and got goalied, and that’s just hockey. Maybe 
you’re starting to see tiny cracks in Vitek Vanecek’s game, and if he turns 
into a pumpkin then we have to reevaluate, but we need more evidence 
there. The fundamentals are still good, so I’m with Harman, I’m not 
concerned. (Checks how the Hurricanes and Penguins are doing lately.) 
OK, I’m not super concerned. 

In the meantime, Devils fans should do something pleasant and 
unstressful, like reading an NHL99 piece about one of the franchise’s all-
time greats. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (16-11-2, +8) — I’m not giving up on them, 
especially given their injury situation, and all the oddsmakers still have 
them among the favorites. But at some point, we have to acknowledge 
how much ground they’re losing to the rest of the Central. Playoff 
seeding and home-ice advantage don’t matter much in the NHL (at least 
until we get that play-in round that everyone’s too afraid of Gary Bettman 
to talk about). But it’s not completely meaningless, and the Avs’ struggles 
have left them well behind the Stars and Jets. The gap isn’t 
insurmountable, but it’s getting there, and this won’t be the last time the 
Avs drop down these rankings if they don’t start banking wins. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning (20-9-1, +23) — Is this an overreaction? Maybe. 
But after two weeks with the Lightning on the sidelines, I’m not just 
bringing them back but pushing them all the way up to number two. The 
Avs are weakened, the Devils are wobbling and the Leafs look mortal 
again… hey, when in doubt, go to the team that wins the conference 
every year, right? Especially if they’ve won five straight and 13 of their 
last 16. 

1. Boston Bruins (24-4-2, +50) — I’ve got a question for Bruins fans: If 
David Pastrnak told the team that he’d only sign an extension that made 
him the highest-paid player in the league (by AAV), would you do it? 

That would mean he’d have to get something north of Nathan 
MacKinnon’s $12.6 million extension that kicks in next year, not to 
mention Connor McDavid’s $12.5 million. Pastrnak isn’t McDavid, 
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obviously, but that contract was also signed five years ago. Is he better 
than MacKinnon? Probably not, especially considering he’s a winger, but 
it’s not an impossible case to make right now. 

On the one hand, that price tag would feel steep, especially for a team 
that’s used to having its stars playing under significant discounts. On the 
other, I mean… he gets that as a UFA, right? If Artemi Panarin got $11.6 
million in 2019, Pastrnak would be able to get more than that with the cap 
about to start going up again. If you’re the Bruins, you’d been 
underpaying the guy for years and you know you’re not going to trade 
him, so if it’s either pay up big or watch him walk, you’d need a ton of 
discipline to choose the latter. But I want to hear from Boston fans, so let 
me know what you think: Eight years at let’s say $12.7 million, do you 
sign that deal today? 

While you ponder that, let’s enjoy this clip of Jeremy Swayman almost 
scoring a goal because the Bruins are bored: 

Not ranked: Los Angeles Kings — Last year, the rebuilding Kings were 
the league’s surprise playoff team, making the leap from also-ran to 99 
points, good for third in the Pacific behind Calgary and Edmonton. You 
could probably have found fans who thought that was a fluke, the sort of 
year where a mediocre team caught enough breaks to wobble into a 
playoff spot. Others would have bet that it was a sign that the Kings had 
arrived, and were ready to take another step forward into true contention. 

Two months into the season, both of those stances would have been 
wrong. Instead, the Kings are in roughly the same zone. They’re behind 
last year’s pace, but just barely. They’ve spent more of the season ahead 
of those Flames and Oilers, but have seen the Golden Knights and the 
surprising Kraken pass them. If the season ended today they’d be a 
playoff team, but not an especially scary one. 

Is that good? 

On the one hand, it feels like we can ditch the skepticism that the Kings 
aren’t for real. On the other, you’d like to see progress, and this season 
hasn’t felt like it. The big story is the goaltending, with Cal Petersen 
struggling so much that he was waived. Jonathan Quick hasn’t been 
much better, especially over the last few weeks. Pheonix Copley has 
been good in limited action lately, meaning the Kings still might have their 
traditional backup goalie who posts great numbers out of nowhere, but 
we’ll see if it lasts. 

Outside the crease, the Cup core veterans are still getting it done for the 
most part, and Kevin Fiala is meeting expectations. The kids have been 
hit-and-miss, with Quinton Byfield back down in the AHL, which means 
he’s the next Tage Thompson, while Arthur Kaliyev has been solid on the 
top line and Gabe Vilardi has been productive despite a bottom-six role. 

It certainly hasn’t been a disaster, and it probably looks like success to 
fellow rebuilders like the Sabres or Senators who’ve spent years trying to 
get back into the playoff picture. But if you wanted to pick one aspect of 
the season to get really excited about as a Kings fan, I’m not sure what 
you’d pick. Some Kings fans have been grumbling about a coaching 
change, others are hoping for a trade to shake things up. Rob Blake has 
been mostly patient over the years, and again, this is probably a playoff 
team as it is. The question is whether there’s a path to more than that, 
and what it might look like. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

If you missed it, be sure to check out the future power rankings that 
dropped last week, and the beat writers’ response for each time. And 
don’t miss the comment section, if you’ve ever needed a reminder of the 
unquenchable optimism of the human spirit and/or that literally every fan 
base thinks their team is a sure thing to be significantly better in three 
years. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers (10-15-7, -28) — John Tortorella is benching his 
leading scorer and a different player has quit the team. Also, they 

somehow beat the Devils this week, in a result that I think we can all 
agree we’ll look back on as the two points that cost them a lottery win. 

4. Arizona Coyotes (10-15-4, -25) — They’ve won three of five, including 
a win over the Bruins and losses to the Sharks and Sabres. Sure, why 
not. 

3. Columbus Blue Jackets (10-18-2, -39) — They went oh-for-three on 
the week, but with the schedule serving up Florida, Tampa and Boston 
on the road, it wasn’t hard to see that coming. 

Here’s a question for Blue Jackets fans: Is Elvis Merzlikins salvageable? 
It’s been a running joke all year that you can’t point out any goalie’s awful 
numbers without their team’s fans showing up to insist that he’s secretly 
good, but I’ve got to be honest, I don’t really get that vibe out of 
Columbus. Does anyone want to defend his honor? He might appreciate 
it if only to remember what it’s like to see anyone defend anything. 

2. Anaheim Ducks (9-20-3, -56) — They had a three-game losing streak 
in which they were outscored 16-1 despite only playing one playoff team, 
which seems bad. Then they beat the Canadiens and the Oilers, so what 
the hell, we’re officially streaking. 

I actually kind of love the idea of the Ducks going around Canada beating 
the country’s teams exactly once and causing an existential crisis in the 
market each time. Get ready to have your Christmas ruined on Friday, 
Calgary. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (7-19-4, -46) — This feels permanent, right? The 
Hawks are dead last, and yet the standings might be flattering to them. 
This Hawks roster was designed to finish last, the front office wants to 
finish last, and here we are. 

By the way, I wrote that paragraph before they lost 7-1 last night. So… 
yeah. Feeling pretty permanent. 

Not ranked: St. Louis Blues — Let’s check in on the Blues and see if the 
first month’s most confusing team has decided to start making any more 
sense. 

(Runs numbers.) 

Nope! 

The Blues kicked off their season by winning three straight, then losing 
eight, then winning seven, ending that stretch with a mediocre 10-8-0 
record without ever being remotely mediocre. They’ve dialed down the 
streakiness just a bit since then, but still went 2-7-1 over their next 10, 
which is very bad. You knew things were falling apart when we started to 
get the classic sign of a team that’s collapsing, the hand-wringing about a 
loss of culture. Craig Berube’s job was in danger. Ryan O’Reilly and 
Vladimir Tarasenko were about to be traded. Jordan Binnington was 
getting shelled in Pittsburgh and New York, then wandering the parking 
lots outside local beer leagues looking for goalies to pretend to want to 
fight. (Note to editors: That last part might not be true, remember to 
double-check before publishing.) 

So yeah, the Blues stink and their season is over. Right up until they won 
three straight this week. 

That’s good. Wins are good. But it’s the Blues, so they can’t just play well 
and win a few games and leave it at that. No, we have to watch them win 
even though they can’t make a line change and screw up their own 
opening lineup. They also won a game in which they got scored on in 
overtime. 

Sure. Why not. Really commit to the bit, you know? 

All of this chaos has landed the Blues right at .500, with a 15-15-1 record. 
That’s not good enough for a playoff spot, but not bad enough for them to 
be out of the mix. They’re clearly bad, so they should sell, but also they 
were a lot worse a few years ago, and they won the Cup. Doug 
Armstrong is a good GM and will figure it out, unless he isn’t good 
anymore. 
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This is the part where I’m supposed to tie this all together and lift the veil 
on some sort of brilliant insight into what’s really going on with this team. 
So… uh, happy holidays, everyone, we’ll see you in two weeks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames Takeaways: Lucic, Markstrom and Flames break 
streaks in win over Sharks 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

December 19, 2022, 2:18 AM 

 

Milan Lucic wasn’t pleading for credit on his first goal in nine months.  

He was simply seeking clarification the goal would count at all. 

Six minutes into the second period of a 1-1 game against the San Jose 
Sharks Sunday, Lucic’s one-timer from the high slot ricocheted in off Erik 
Karlsson, as teammate Trevor Lewis caused traffic in front. 

It appeared to have ended a streak of 62 games without a goal. 

However, after a brief celebration, Lucic could then be seen pleading with 
officials. 

“It wasn’t about who scored it,” Lucic told Sportsnet 960 with a chuckle.  

“I was hearing ‘22, 22’ and I was thinking they were going to call goalie 
interference (on Lewis). 

“I’m like, ‘c’mon, you’re not going to take another one away from me 
again.’” 

They tried, kind of, by awarding it first to Lewis, before changing it later in 
the game to the big winger who recently returned from a three-game 
banishment to the press box. 

“It’s obviously good to contribute offensively, but the main thing is getting 
a big win here to start off the road-trip,” said Lucic, who had a goal 
disallowed due to an off-side challenge Nov. 17 in Tampa Bay.  

“Before I sat out I had a lot of frustration and a lot of negative energy and 
I’m the kind of person that works against me.  

"I wanted to be a positive influence again once I got back in.” 

Mission accomplished Sunday, with a goal, four shots and three hits in 
13 minutes of ice time.   

Lucic’s goal played a big role in the Flames 5-2 win at SAP Center, which 
snapped another lengthy streak for teammate Jacob Markstrom. 

Playing in his 400th NHL game, Markstrom finally got the type of run 
support he wasn’t given in his previous six starts, which were all losses. 

The win marked his first win since Nov. 21 against Philadelphia — a nice 
change of pace for the 32-year-old who announced his engagement 
online a couple days earlier. 

More takeaways from Sunday’s win, which snapped a five-game losing 
skid for the Flames: 

THE PASS 

It was the type of pass Flames fans had waited 32 games to see from 
Jonathan Huberdeau — a cross-ice power play beauty reminiscent of a 
play Johnny Gaudreau specialized in.   

With the Flames clinging to a 2-1 lead to open the third period, 
Huberdeau moved in from the left point and delivered a no-look pass 
through a seam in the middle of the ice to Elias Lindholm who one-timed 
the eventual game-winner past Kaapo Kahkonen from the bottom of the 
circle. 

Nineteen seconds later Lindholm struck again to blow the game wide 
open, by converting a similarly slick pass from Rasmus Andersson. 

Those are the types of passes Flames fans expected to see plenty of 
from Huberdeau after Darryl Sutter proclaimed in camp that he was, 
“probably the best passer that this team has had in maybe ever.” 

Playing in his 700th NHL game, Huberdeau skated on a line with Nazem 
Kadri and Andrew Mangiapane for the second consecutive game.  

THE BINGE 

The Flames lead the league with 18 one-goal games — a strange stat 
that speaks as much about the team’s dogged work ethic as it does 
about its absence of game-breakers. 

Despite a dominant first couple periods against one of the league’s worst 
teams, the Flames only held a 2-1 lead going into the third period. 

Sounds familiar. 

That’s where things changed, as Lindholm’s two quick snipes to open the 
third were followed up by a Dillon Dube rebound to cap a three-goal 
spree in under two minutes that iced the game. 

THE FIGHT 

With Chris Tanev skating with the team as he recovers from the scary 
incident in Montreal that saw him take a puck to the head, the Flames 
summoned Dennis Gilbert from the Wranglers to be the team’s seventh 
defenceman in the lineup Sunday. 

Not surprisingly, the 26-year-old lined himself up for a fight — the fourth 
time in 16 skates as a Flame. 

This time it was a big-boy battle with Jonah Gadjovich, who was only too 
happy to trade heavy rights until he ended the affair with a huge right to 
the nose that not only clinched the win, but ended Gilbert’s night, as he 
left immediately for repairs. 

It marked just the first loss in his four NHL bouts this season. 

“He was good,” said Sutter of Gilbert’s status. 

“I talked to him. It was just, because he obviously got punched, they 
wanted to make sure.” 

Gilbert wasn’t the only Flames defender to leave the game early, as 
Nikita Zadorov raced off the ice clutching his wrist after blocking a point-
blank shot with six minutes left. 

No update on his status was given after the game. 

THE COACH  

Darryl Sutter opened the day by reiterating his Christmas wishes. 

“Our goal was to be in a playoff spot at Christmas. And that’s still my 
goal.” 

Sunday’s win put the Flames in a tie with Colorado for the final wild card 
berth. 

The opportunity is certainly there to make Sutter’s dream come true, as 
the Flames face San Jose again Tuesday before capping off the last two 
games before the holiday in Los Angeles and Anaheim.  

With Radim Zohorna dealing with an illness, Sutter chose to sit Matthew 
Phillips and Brett Ritchie in favour of playing an extra defender. 

“Dressed seven because the predictability of our defencemen has not 
been good this year,” said Sutter. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets run out of gas in loss to Kraken to end west coast 
swing 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorld 

December 18, 2022, 11:49 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - Rick Bowness wasn’t about to second guess his decision to 
run with the same lineup. 

The head coach of the Winnipeg Jets had taken the taxing schedule the 
night before when it came to the distribution of ice time after his team had 
built a considerable lead over the Vancouver Canucks and ultimately 
cruised to a 5-1 victory on Saturday night before jumping on a plane 
bound for Seattle. 

By spreading the wealth when it came to time on ice allocation, Bowness 
was hopeful the Jets would still have a little something left in the tank for 
the showdown with the Kraken. 

As it turns out, the Jets appeared to mostly be running on fumes, at least 
when it came to even-strength play - where they were outscored 3-0 in 
what turned out to be a 3-2 loss on Sunday night to wrap up the west 
coast swing. 

“We were half a step behind physically and then mentally, we 
complicated the game a little bit,” Bowness told reporters in Seattle. 
“When you do that, you’re on your heels a little bit too much.” 

As for leaving winger Michael Eyssimont and defenceman Ville Heinola 
in the press box as healthy scratches for a second consecutive contest, 
Bowness had sound reasoning in his explanation. 

“The problem with that is you’re right, but who do you take out? Everyone 
had a good game (Saturday) night,” said Bowness. “We were able to play 
four lines, so there was only one forward over 17 minutes and everyone 
else was in the 12 to 16 range, so no one was gassed, we didn’t think. 
It’s not just back to back, it was seven games in 10 days. So there was 
no one who deserved to come out. 

“Again, if a forward had played 20 or 22 minutes, then yeah, I probably 
would have done something. But the four lines looked good last night and 
we didn’t have it.” 

Even with the benefit of hindsight, Bowness did the right thing when it 
came to his lineup. 

Quite simply, there was no obvious candidate to be removed from the 
lineup. 

Up front, Kevin Stenlund has not only done enough to stay in, his ice time 
increased to nearly 15 minutes on Sunday, thanks to another strong 
showing in the faceoff dot, finishing a team-best 64.3%. 

Playing for the first time in nearly a month, blue-liner Kyle Capobianco 
showed well enough on Saturday to get another look - and that would 
have been the case even if he hadn’t provided the game-winning goal 
while playing more than 16 minutes. 

Some folks might look at the game sheet and see Capobianco took a pair 
of minor penalties in the third period of Sunday’s contest and think they 
may have collected some ammunition, but that simply wasn’t the case. 

The first minor to Capobianco was for roughing and came only after he 
came to the defence of Cole Perfetti after he was taken into the boards 
with an on-the-numbers hit by Jared McCann. 

The interference minor assessed to Capobianco was a case of mistaken 
identity as he had the puck on his stick when defence partner Dylan 
Samberg was the guy who actually interfered with McCann. 

McCann wasn’t done there. 

After serving his coincidental minor and drawing another, he would also 
deliver the goal that snapped the 2-2 tie, wiring a shot off the crossbar 
and in after the Jets turned the puck over in the defensive zone. 

The goal came with 4:32 to go in regulation time and with no last-minute 
heroics available, the Jets lost and saw their record slip to 20-10-1. 

Jets backup goalie David Rittich once again did his part to keep his team 
in the game, finishing with 34 saves. 

“That goal early in the third kind of hurt us a little bit, clearly,” said 
Bowness, referring to a redirection from Ryan Donato that came 16 
seconds into the final frame. “But we just couldn’t generate anything in 
the third period. 

“We got it right down to the last five minutes and you hope at that point 
you can find a way to hang on and we didn’t.” 

The Jets return home for a single home game against the Ottawa 
Senators on Tuesday night before closing out the pre-Christmas break 
with road games against the Boston Bruins and Washington Capitals. 

“They were flying, we weren’t. That definitely wasn’t our best game and 
there are things we would have done differently if we could do it over,” 
said Scheifele. “Power play looked great, some great plays. We 
executed, scored on the five-on-three early. We would have liked to have 
a little more five-on-five. That’s something we’ve definitely got to look at. 

“But we’ve got to park that one and get some rest and get ready for 
Ottawa.” 

The only offence the Jets could manage on Sunday came with the man-
advantage, with Scheifele converting a perfect slap pass from Josh 
Morrissey for his 19th goal of the campaign and Pierre-Luc Dubois 
pouncing on a rebound just outside the blue paint after a one-timer from 
Kyle Connor for his 15th goal. 

Both Connor and Morrissey extended personal point streaks to nine 
games. 

Morrissey is up to 31 assists in 31 games this season and continues to 
impress with his all-around play. 

“It’s definitely something that I don’t take for granted. It’s a pretty cool 
achievement,” Morrissey told reporters when asked about the streak 
before quickly turning the attention to his teammates. “Like I’ve been 
saying all year, when you play with great players and give them the puck, 
assists, obviously you need to get them the puck and they need to score. 
It’s easy with the guys that we have on our team.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wiebe's World: After long road to NHL, Logan Thompson 
proving doubters wrong 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorld 

December 18, 2022, 12:06 PM 

 

WINNIPEG — Logan Thompson didn’t bother trying to block out the 
noise, nor did he let it impede him from achieving his ultimate goal. 
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When your path to the NHL is as circuitous as his was, hearing 
numerous commentators speculate about how he might handle taking 
over the No. 1 job from Robin Lehner (who is out for the season with an 
injury) with the Vegas Golden Knights simply provided some additional 
fire for the journey. 

“That’s kind of been my whole career,” Thompson said during a trip to 
Winnipeg last week. “When I was in the (ECHL), I was just on an ECHL 
deal and when I signed here in Vegas, everyone thought I was just a 
depth guy. No one really thought I was going to even be an American 
Hockey League goalie, so I’m used to people not thinking much of me. 

“That fuelled me, of course. You always use that stuff to motivate you 
and you like to prove people wrong. For me, I was just excited to be part 
of the team and get that opening roster spot.” 

Not only did Thompson nail down that roster spot, but he’s been between 
the pipes for 22 of 33 games this season, sharing the crease with Adin 
Hill on a Golden Knights squad that currently sits on top of both the 
Pacific Division and Western Conference with a record of 22-10-1. 

“Everyone wrote us off at the start of the year,” said Thompson. “I don’t 
think we got a lot of respect and we proved to everyone that we’re a 
contender this year.” 

The Calgary product was a workhorse for the Brandon Wheat Kings of 
the Western Hockey League during his final junior season, appearing in 
55 games and putting together a 29-22-2 record with two shutouts, a 
.908 save percentage and 3.41 goals-against average. 

When the options at the professional level were not coming to fruition, 
Thompson made a quick pivot, though he wasn’t quite ready to focus 
solely on life after hockey just yet. 

The next stop for him was the Brock University Badgers program in 
USports and that’s where his numbers improved dramatically and things 
resonated while playing for Marty Williamson, who is now the head coach 
and GM of the Barrie Colts in the Ontario Hockey League. 

“I had my scholarship money (available) and I wanted a change of 
scenery. I had never been to Ontario,” said Thompson. “Brock University 
had a good hockey program the year before and as a goalie, my biggest 
thing was that I wanted to play and wanted to go somewhere where I was 
going to play. You see a lot of guys go to other schools, but they’re a 
third stringer and they have to wait. 

“Brock lost their starting guy, they had a good team and wanted me to go 
there and play games. Marty Williamson has a lot of connections, and he 
was able to help me out.” 

An eight-game cameo appearance with the Adirondack Thunder of the 
ECHL followed his time with Brock University and ultimately led to an 
AHL deal with the Hershey Bears. 

That strong season with the South Carolina Stingrays of the ECHL did 
enough to garner an entry-level contract with the Golden Knights, whose 
GM Kelly McCrimmon was familiar with Thompson from his time with the 
Wheat Kings. 

“There was a time for a bit when I gave up on the dream,” said 
Thompson. “When I went to university, I thought the NHL was never 
possible. Once I got my AHL contract and signed the NHL deal with 
Vegas, I thought I could do it. I had come this far, why not come a little bit 
farther. It is a marathon, not a sprint.” 

That cliche resonates with Thompson for good reason. 

He’s logged some long, arduous miles just to get to this point and in 
many ways, it feels like he’s just getting started. 

“I know you’ve got to put in the work in every league and I think I’ve done 
that,” said Thompson. “In USports, the ECHL and the AHL, I put in the 
work in all of those leagues and I’m ready to put the work in here.” 

Thompson, 25, has done precisely what’s been asked of him by Golden 
Knights head coach Bruce Cassidy this season, building on the first 

extended taste of NHL action he had last season when he was promoted 
from the Henderson Silver Knights during the stretch run and ended up 
playing in 19 games for a team that was ravaged by injuries and just 
missed out on the playoffs. 

“He’s a pretty competitive guy, very athletic. He has a good mentality for 
a goaltender,” said Cassidy. “He’s not carrying previous games with him, 
he’s going back in there with the mindset of ‘I’ve got to play well tonight 
and give the team a chance to win.’ He hasn’t been too high or low so 
far. That’s always the challenge for young goalies. When things are going 
well, they typically can enjoy that but when they’re not, how do you 
bounce back and get back to being a steady, solid guy?” 

That competitive nature is something both Chandler Stephenson and 
Jonathan Marchessault mentioned immediately when asked what stands 
out about Thompson. 

It’s a valuable trait and one that should continue to serve Thompson well 
over the course of this season and beyond. 

“He’s a gamer,” said Stephenson. “Right when he came in, he never 
missed a step. Last year, you saw how good he can be. He’s taken (the 
opportunity) and run with it. He’s shown a lot of confidence and growth in 
his game.” 

Thompson believes there is more growth on the horizon. 

“I feel I’ve come a long way,” said Thompson. “I’ve got a pretty fiery 
personality and I think it leads into the game. It’s not always going to be 
the cleanest, but I’m always going to give my hardest for the team.” 

SOPHOMORE SLUMP? 

A quick glance at the traditional stats (three goals, six points in 29 games 
this season) suggests that Nashville Predators winger Tanner Jeannot 
could be the latest player to be dealing with a sophomore slump. 

Jeannot garnered plenty of well-deserved attention last season when he 
essentially willed his way into the Calder Trophy conversation by playing 
a style of game that made teammates and opponents alike take notice. 

That ability to combine rugged, physical play with scoring touch while 
also being willing to drop the gloves with regularity had many observers 
wondering what Jeannot might have in mind for an encore. 

While the offensive numbers have dropped compared to the 24 goals 
and 41 points he delivered in 81 games last season, Predators head 
coach John Hynes reiterated last week that Jeannot is still finding a way 
to have his presence felt on a regular basis. 

“You know what, he's still playing the same game. He's done a nice job. 
He's one of our top-four penalty killers now, so he's grown in that role, 
where he didn't kill as much last year,” said Hynes. “He's good on the 
forecheck. He's strong on pucks. He's had some looks. The puck hasn't 
gone in as easily for him as it did last year. But he's still a guy that helps 
impact the game. He plays with speed. He's got a good, physical 
presence. As I said, he's a factor on the penalty kill. And he's hard to play 
against. 

“Getting to the net a little bit more I think will help him. Last year he had a 
lot of tips, rebound style of goals. He's had a lot of looks like that. They 
didn't bounce for him, yet, this year. But I think just staying with his 
identity as a player, then things will go in the right direction.” 

Jeannot has 43 shots on goal this season, but his shooting percentage is 
considerably lower so far, checking in at 7.0 per cent compared to 19.4 
per cent last season. 

RAPID FIRE 

• It was great to see Golden Knights defenceman Alex Pietrangelo return 
to the lineup on Saturday against the New York Islanders after missing 
three weeks dealing with a serious illness for his four-year-old daughter 
Evelyn morphed into a brain lesion that impacted her motor skills. 
Pietrangelo told reporters in Las Vegas that Evelyn’s health has 
improved dramatically, which allowed him to return to the Golden Knights 
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sooner than he anticipated. That willingness to share some of the details 
of a very private manner could help someone in a similar circumstance 
down the road and is a not-so-subtle reminder that sometimes things are 
bigger than hockey. 

• How well have things been going for the Boston Bruins this season? 
Well, in addition to becoming the first team to hit 50 points on Saturday 
and extending their home-ice point streak to 18 games (16-0-2), Jeremy 
Swayman nearly delivered a goalie goal in the latter stages of their 4-2 
victory over the Columbus Blue Jackets. Swayman’s shot travelled the 
length of the ice and appeared to be on line before veering slightly to the 
left and sailing just wide enough to graze the side of the net. 

• Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron was honoured prior to the game for his 
offensive contributions. Not only does the 45th overall pick in the 2003 
NHL Draft provide Selke-level play without the puck, but he’s 
accumulated 1,004 points in 1,246 regular season games with the 
Bruins. That’s an impressive total that occasionally gets overlooked 
because of his defensive capabilities. 

• After the Anaheim Ducks strung together consecutive road wins this 
week over the Montreal Canadiens and Edmonton Oilers, they moved 
out of the basement of the NHL, ceding the 32nd spot in winning 
percentage to the Chicago Blackhawks. The Blackhawks are 7-18-4, 
leaving them with 18 points and a .310 winning percentage to leave them 
as the current leaders in the Connor Bedard sweepstakes. The Ducks 
(.328), Columbus Blue Jackets (.367), San Jose Sharks (.406) and 
Arizona Coyotes (.414) round out the bottom five. 

• The Philadelphia Flyers are the next team in that race (.422) and head 
coach John Tortorella made headlines when he made centre and leading 
scorer Kevin Hayes a healthy scratch on Saturday against the New York 
Rangers. “I can’t keep looking by things because we’re worried about 
scoring,” Tortorella told reporters. “I’ve got to look at the big picture of 
what this team is going to be, what the standard is, of how we have to 
play. So, that far outweighs losing some offence in a particular game.” 

• Offence has been tough to come by for the Flyers, who are tied for 29th 
in the NHL in goals per game (2.41). Hayes (nine goals, 29 points in 31 
games) and Travis Konecny (12 goals, 26 points) are the only two 
players on the roster who have eclipsed the 20-point mark this season. 

• The Rangers extended their winning streak to six games with a 6-3 
victory over the Flyers and currently occupy the first wild card spot in the 
Eastern Conference. 

• Tampa Bay Lightning centre Brayden Point is finding his groove, 
notching 10 goals and 13 points during his past 11 games. 

• Winnipeg Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey continues to dazzle this 
season, picking up an assist in Saturday’s 5-1 win over the Vancouver 
Canucks to record his 200th NHL point. Morrissey leads all NHL D-men 
in assists with 29 and is tops on the Jets in scoring with 34 points (in 30 
games), which is just three points shy of his career high, set last season. 

• Washington Capitals goalie Charlie Lindgren is going through one of the 
best stretches in his NHL career. With Darcy Kuemper still sidelined with 
a concussion, Lindgren has made seven consecutive starts and won six 
of those, allowing two or fewer goals in six of them to help keep his team 
in the middle of the Eastern Conference wild card race. There’s a reason 
Lindgren attracted plenty of interest in the free agent goalie market 
during the off-season and that three-year deal worth $3.3 million ($1.1 
million AAV) is looking like a smart investment for general manager Brian 
MacLellan. 

• Capitals blue-liner Erik Gustafsson became the second D-man to record 
a hat trick this season on Saturday, joining Erik Karlsson of the San Jose 
Sharks.  
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TSN.CA / Wright plans to bring Crosby-like qualities to Canada's 
captaincy 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Team Canada practised at the Garcelon Civic Centre in St. Stephen, 
N.B. on Sunday before travelling to Moncton.  

At the end of practice, coach Dennis Williams called over the players and 
announced who will wear the letters at the World Juniors. Shane 
Wright was named captain. After the stick taps subsided, a couple 
teammates called out for a speech. The Seattle Kraken centre obliged.   

"I just said, 'We have a lot of guys on this team that are leaders and 
could be a captain so it's an honour to be the one selected,'" Wright 
revealed. "I just said, 'I really believe in this group.' It's a tight group. We 
really bonded over the last couple weeks here. That was the main 
message."  

Wright smiles.  

"Not really a huge speech guy," the 18-year-old said. "More of a 
lead by example guy." 

Despite being the team's fourth-youngest player, Wright has been 
leading the way from the moment he was loaned to Hockey Canada by 
the Kraken.  

"Shane has been such a pro," said Williams, who coaches the Everett 
Silvertips in the Western Hockey League. "Even in the first practice, he 
was the first guy out there helping [set up] the nets. He's very polite off 
the ice. High character. Always looking out for his teammates first. It was 
a real easy decision for our staff. If there's anybody on our team to look 
up to it's definitely Shane."  

"An all-around good guy," said Quebec Remparts centre Nathan 
Gaucher. "Honestly, he's a great human. You can go talk to him about 
anything." 

By chance, Williams and Wright were on the same cross-continent 
flight ahead of the Canadian camp. They spoke at length and the coach 
sensed a mature player who has benefitted from spending the last few 
months in a professional environment.  

Timing is a big part of leadership, which is something Wright picked up 
on in Seattle from Yanni Gourde, Adam Larsson and Alex Wennberg.  

"They understand when to be a little more serious with the room and 
when we can be more relaxed," Wright said. "It's about finding that 
balance and making sure everyone's focused and dialled in to what we're 
doing on the ice, but also staying relaxed and enjoying each other and 
enjoying playing the game. We all play the game because we love it. I 
think that's the main message I took from those guys and hopefully I can 
help share that with this team as well."  

'A real easy decision': Wright is ultimate role model for Canada 

Shane Wright explains how excited and honoured he is to be named 
captain of Team Canada and shares the speech he gave to the players 
on the ice following the announcement. Meanwhile, head coach Dennis 
Williams explains how easy the decision was to make, while his 
teammates all applaud the selection to name Wright the captain. 

Wright, the fourth overall pick in July's draft, has one goal and one assist 
in eight National Hockey League games this season. He also scored four 
goals in five games with the Coachella Valley Firebirds during a 
conditioning stint in the American Hockey League.  

"Being able to learn how to play like a pro and act like a pro, you realize 
how much he's grown up and how mature he is," observed Kamloops 
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Blazers centre Logan Stankoven. "He led us to the gold at U18s and 
hopefully he can do that again."  

Wright also wore the 'C' at the 2021 under-18 World Championship in 
Texas. There are 12 players from that team, who are now on this World 
Junior squad.  

"He had a really good last game," recalled Mississauga Steelheads 
defenceman Ethan Del Mastro. "When you're in those do-or-die 
games, it's important to have a good leader that you can count on." 

Wright scored two goals and added an assist in the final against Russia. 
He led the team with nine goals in the tournament despite missing two 
games.  

"He doesn't cheat out there," said Williams. "He plays an honest, 200-
foot game. He's responsible." 

Wright's childhood idol is Sidney Crosby. He considers the Pittsburgh 
Penguins captain to be the gold standard in leadership.  

"I think he's got similar qualities to Crosby," said Stankoven. "Just how he 
presents himself as a pro." 

Wright has a picture of Crosby on his wall back home. It was a gift during 
his junior days and includes a personalized message ("To Shane, Keep 
working hard and good luck") and an autograph. Wright met Crosby at 
the BioSteel Camp this summer.  

"He's always the hardest working guy," Wright said. "He's always the guy 
who's leading by example and leading by his work ethic and that's kind of 
the type of leader I see myself as." 

Wright seeks to emulate Crosby characteristics as Canada's captain 

After being named captain of Team Canada, Shane Wright explains 
what's stood out to him about Sidney Crosby as a captain and shares his 
desire to emulate the leadership characteristics of the Penguins 
superstar. Meanwhile, alternate captain Logan Stankoven explains that 
Wright has similar qualities as Crosby. 

There are eight returning players from the summer World Juniors. It's the 
most returnees on Team Canada since 2007. Wright and Arizona 
Coyotes winger Dylan Guenther have experience from the December 
event, which got cancelled due to COVID. So, that's 10 players, who 
have experience on the World Junior stage already.  

There are plenty of players worthy of wearing a letter, which is why 
management decided to name four alternate captains instead of the 
traditional two.  

Del Mastro, Stankoven, Guenther and Gaucher will all take turns wearing 
an 'A.' Two of them will wear it in home games and the other two in 
games when Canada is the designated road team.  

"It was a debate," Williams said. "We talked a lot about it. All of them 
bring a different characteristic in terms of leadership style. Some may be 
quieter, but perform daily at a high level and take care of themselves 
away from the rink. And then there are vocal ones out there, who bring a 
different presence." 

Del Mastro wasn't initially on the summer team, but got added 
after Daemon Hunt got hurt in the penultimate training camp practice. 
The Chicago Blackhawks prospect showed up near the end of the final 
practice and only got into a few drills. After sitting out the 
tournament opener in Edmonton, Del Mastro entered the lineup and 
didn't let go of a role. 

Del Mastro has skated on Canada's top pair with Everett's Olen 
Zellweger since Day 1 of camp this time around.  

"It's awesome," Del Mastro said. "You're building relationships right from 
the start so it's a little nicer than coming in when the camp's done and 
they're heading off to the tournament."  

"He will do a great job leading that D core and the penalty kill and is a 
vocal leader," said Williams.   

Del Mastro's voice is often heard throughout practice sessions.  

"The other day he was mic'd up and I watched the video and I didn't 
really [realize] how much he talks on the ice and communicates to the 
players," said Stankoven. "It definitely helps and makes it easier for 
everyone else." 

Del Mastro is also one of the louder guys in the dressing room.  

"It's a bit of my personality," Del Mastro said. "On all the teams I've been 
on, it's something I've taken on." 

"He's a funny guy," said Gaucher. "He brings the guys together." 

Del Mastro credits Liam Ham, who was the Steelheads captain when he 
was a rookie, for showing him the way to lead.  

"He took me under his wing," said Del Mastro. "He came to the rink and 
he was always positive, always happy." 

Del Mastro is also a presence on the ice, because of his 6-foot-4 frame. 
The Freelton, Ont., native is also Canada's heaviest blueliner at 206 
pounds.  

"He's a real steady, stay-at-home defenceman," Williams said. "He 
knows what he is. He knows what his strengths are. It allows a player like 
Olen to be able to get up ice a little bit more knowing that we have that 
strong oak on the back end there. He talks a lot on the ice. He does a 
really good job of calming the group down back there and knowing when 
to speak and get those guys going."  

Del Mastro leads Canada's D core with big body and loud voice 

After being named alternate captain of Team Canada, Ethan Del Mastro 
discusses his vocal leadership and whether that's part of his personality 
or something he developed over time. Meanwhile, his teammates share 
how helpful his vocal leadership is on the ice. 

Gaucher was the only 2022 draftee to make the summer team. He 
started as the 13th forward before moving up to the third-line centre spot 
in the medal round following an injury to Ridly Greig.  

Now, Gaucher will be in Canada's leadership group.  

"I had chills," the Anaheim Ducks prospect said of the on-ice reveal. "It's 
nice to be recognized as a leader in this group and we'll try and run it 
back again."  

"What a great kid," Williams said. "I don't think he ever has a bad day. 
He's always smiling. His work ethic is top notch. He's playing on that third 
line as a utility-type player. He goes net front on the power play. He'll 
penalty kill. He's great on draws. He competes each and every day. 
When you look at what his overall package is on the ice and how he 
handles himself off the ice, it was an easy decision for us to slide him into 
that group."  

What's Gaucher's approach to leadership?  

"It's coming in every day with a positive vibe," he said. "Just being ready 
for every practice. Ready for every morning. Having a smile on your face 
and leading by example on the ice." 

On the ice, Gaucher has been skating between Gatineau's Zach 
Dean and Sherbrooke's Joshua Roy.  

"We have great IQ in Josh," Gaucher said. "We got a finisher in Dean. I 
can bring the power skating. It's the overall style of a Q line and I like." 

"They've been great," said Williams. "I think they've been really good in 
practice. They bring a bit of everything. They're getting better each day 
out there. You got a player like Roy with skill, but you see his compete 
level in practice. I think he's doing an unbelievable job. Dean, again, 200-
foot player, who you can put in all situations. And then down the middle, 
you have Gaucher who is kind of the driver on that line that will bring 
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those players along and push and make sure they're ready each and 
every night. I've been really happy with that line." 

"They got a little bit of chemistry being all from the Q," observed Del 
Mastro. "They should be snapping the puck around. They got a little bit of 
everything. They got a little skill. They got size and grit. That should be a 
good line for us."  

Gaucher is also serving as the net-front presence on the second power-
play unit.  

"I'm very comfortable there," Gaucher said with his trademark smile. "I 
think it's my spot. I like covering the goalie's eyes and just being able to 
be that guy that's going to disturb in front of the net, get some rebounds 
and get some loose pucks." 

Canada Ice Chips: All-QMJHL line getting better by the day 

It was another good day at practice Sunday for the all-QMJHL third line 
which features Nathan Gaucher Zach Dean and Joshua Roy. Mark 
Masters has more. 

--- 

Like Wright, Guenther is bringing what he learned in the NHL to the 
World Juniors. Lesson No. 1? 

"How you treat your body," the Edmonton native said. "That's a big one. 
You're playing every day, which is different. You don't get a week off like 
in juniors. So, just always being ready. Taking care of your body after 
games and making sure that after practice you're getting the work in that 
you need and then you're getting off and getting ready for the next day." 

"He's got all the intangibles that you need to be a great hockey player," 
said Del Mastro. "Coming from the NHL, he's got that work ethic that they 
have and the skill-set. Having that time there, it builds that. I noticed that 
in camp."   

Guenther will now look to mimic the leaders in Arizona, including World 
Junior alumnus Lawson Crouse.  

"He's great with the young guys," Guenther said. "He takes us out to eat 
sometimes. It's nice of him to do that. Even something like a little 
fist bump in the morning, it goes a long way. Just spreading positivity. He 
texted me a couple days ago to ask me how I'm doing. They're playing a 
lot. They're playing every other day so for him to text me and make sure 
things are going well, it was nice of him." 

Guenther can now pay it forward as a leader on Team Canada.   

"It's pretty special," he said. "Something I'll hold close to me. I'm proud of 
myself and, yeah, I guess it starts now."  

Canadian Coyote: Guenther brings NHL intangibles to World Juniors 

Dylan Guenther shares what it means to him to be named an alternate 
captain on Team Canada, and how his experience with the Coyotes has 
helped him become a better leader and player. 

Williams says Sarnia's Ben Gaudreau and Seattle's Thomas Milic will 
split the first two pre-tournament starts. The coach wanted to talk it over 
with his staff before deciding which goalie will face Switzerland on 
Monday.  
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