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Hurricanes goalie Pyotr Kochetkov has quickly endeared himself to the team — and fans

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes fans took an instant liking to goalie Pyotr Kochetkov late last season. 

So did his teammates and coaches. 

Don Waddell, the team’s president and general manager, signed Kochetkov to a four-year contract extension worth $8 million last 
month — and he looks all the wiser for it. 

After the Canes’ 3-2 win Sunday over the Pittsburgh Penguins at PNC Arena, defenseman Brady Skjei referred to Kochetkov as a 
“stud.” 

Kochetkov, 23, still speaks little English, and that term of sports endearment might need extra translation for the Russian. 
“Koochie,” he understands. That’s what those around the team call him. He hears the “K-ooooch” cheers that break out at PNC 
Arena when he stops the puck. 

And stopping the puck is what he does best. Kochetkov is not always conventional. He loses his stick from time to time. He flops 
about the crease from time to time. No. 52 for the Canes seemingly has 52 ways of making saves. 

“He just goes and competes,” Canes goalie Antti Raanta said last week. “I don’t think he’s thinking too much. He just goes and 
plays and obviously when you get a couple of good results your confidence goes higher. And now he’s pretty much unbeatable. It’s 
fun to watch.” 

Here’s another way of describing Kochetkov: He’s the Hurricanes’ No. 1 goalie. 

Kochetkov’s timely arrival 

Kochetkov was called up from the Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey League on an emergency basis when Canes goalie 
Frederik Andersen was sidelined in early November. His emergence has made — for now — Raanta the backup, and could make 
for an interesting decision once Andersen deems himself fit to play again and comes off injured reserve. 

Or an easy decision. Waddell indicated last week that the Hurricanes could keep the three goalies on the roster, noting the three 
would have a total salary cap hit below $8 million — or $2 million less than the Florida Panthers are paying Sergei Bobrovsky. 

Kochetkov, in the final year of his entry-level contract, signed the four-year extension Nov. 22 after switching to agent Dan Milstein. 

“We wrapped it up fairly quickly,” Waddell said. “There’s risk on both sides. He could certainly leave money on the table if he plays 
really well, and we’ve all seen with young goalies that he might hit a wall at some point. So I think it’s a good risk by both of us. It 
gives the kid some security and some money.” 

Kochetkov has started six of the past seven games and 11 of the past 14. 

“He has done a tremendous job and we’re going to keep on riding him right now,” Waddell said. 

Kochetkov faced 25 shots Sunday against the Penguins, a light workload. But 10 of his saves came in a scoreless first period as 
the Canes were trying to find their legs and focus after their overtime win Saturday against the Dallas Stars. 

“What more can you say about him?” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday. “Every start he’s been solid, and kept us in there 
and made big save after big save. It’s not like there’s a hundred shots coming at him, but big ones at key times that can totally 
change the game if they go in.” 

Raanta and others have compared Kochetkov’s goaltending style and compete level to that of Dominik Hasek, the Hockey Hall of 
Famer called “The Dominator.” Raanta also mentioned him fitting the “Russian style” of Andrei Vasilevskiy of Tampa Bay, 
Bobrovsky and the influx of other Russians around the NHL such as Igor Shesterkin of the Rangers. 

Whatever, it’s working. Kochetkov, who has a 9-1-4 record, ranks among the NHL’s best with his 2.01 goals-against average and 
.923 save percentage. He’s in the conversation for the 2023 Calder Trophy as rookie of the year. 

“Man, he’s good. He’s really, really good,” said Skjei, who had a third-period goal Sunday against the Pens. “He’s just been rock 
solid for us.” 

‘Such a good attitude’ 
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While super competitive and at times feisty in games, there’s also a playful, mischievous side to Kochetkov, as Skjei and the others 
have seen. “He’s got such a good attitude,” Raanta said. “He’s chirping the guys at practice.” 

In Russian? “It’s more in the body language and how he acts when he makes the save,” Raanta said, smiling. 

During a recent practice, Kochetkov stopped an Andrei Svechnikov shootout shot and celebrated a little, relishing the moment. 
Later, Svechnikov scored on Kochetkov and smirked at him a bit — all in fun. 

After another practice at Invisalign Arena, Kochetkov and forward Paul Stastny were having a moment. Kochetkov skated behind 
the net to play a puck, with Stastny in front. Kochetkov flipped it over the back of the cage and Stastny swatted it into the net. 

Kochetkov put both hands on his head — an “OMG” kind of thing. Stastny did the same. Kochetkov did it again. So did Statsny as 
the two stared at each other and laughed. 

Asked about it later, Stastny just shrugged, saying he had no idea what Kochetkov was doing, that he just went along with it. 

Stastny was told that was the reaction Trevor Zegras of the Anaheim Ducks had when he flipped the puck over the net to Sonny 
Milano for a goal in a game last December. It all went viral — Zegras with hands on head, mouth wide open. 

“He knows all that stuff,” Stastny said. “He doesn’t speak a lot of English but he knows all that hockey lingo kind of stuff. 

“He’s just always having fun. That’s what helps make him so good. He’s loose out there, always enjoying himself. He’s got that 
competitive spirit to him but he’s got a fun side to him. 
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Canes Stay Hot Through Back-To-Back Weekend 
Five straight wins, an 11-game point streak, and a rookie 
netminder that’s tough to beat… 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Two games, two days, two wins for the 
Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena. 

Currently, amid a stretch of four home games in six days, the 
team has continued their success following a 5-0-1 road trip 
that spanned from November 29 to December 6. 

A key factor in the now five-game win streak has been 
netminder Pyotr Kochetkov, who improved to 9-1-4 with a 
23-save win over Pittsburgh on Sunday. Emergency recalled 
just 41 days ago, the 23-year-old rookie has led the Canes to 
points in 13 of his 14 appearances since. 

The Penza, Russia-born netminder also set a new franchise 
record Thursday for the longest shutout sequence by a 
rookie, totaling 151:26 without allowing a goal. With back-to-
back shutouts over the Islanders and Red Wings, the run 
was the sixth-longest in Canes/Whalers history by any 
netminder. 

His three shutouts are tied with Ville Husso (DET) and 
Connor Hellebuyck (WPG) for the league lead and his .923 
save percentage ranks fifth among all NHL goaltenders that 
have played in at least ten games. 

Leading the team offensively during the club's five 
consecutive wins? Defenseman Brady Skjei, totaling a point 
per contest. 

Averaging over 22 minutes per night, Skjei has also 
produced five points since December 10. With just five 
games remaining in 2022, to say it's been a quality calendar 
year for the blueliner would be an understatement. 

Now with points in 11 straight games, two off of the franchise 
record of 13, the Canes now turn their attention to an 
opportunity to claim first place in the Metropolitan Division on 
Tuesday. The New Jersey Devils, who started the season a 
scorching 19-4, have now dropped three in a row and scored 
just four goals during the cold stretch. 

Also, Recently... 

- Canes General Manager Don Waddell earned his 500th win 
as a General Manager on Saturday night. He is just the 34th 
GM to earn the achievement. 

- Forward Derek Stepan scored his second goal in three 
games during Sunday's win over the Penguins. 

- The team's five-game win streak comes all without 
Sebastian Aho. The team's star center has been out of the 
lineup due to a lower-body injury since December 6. 

- Defenseman Dylan Coghlan was recalled from his 
conditioning assignment to the Chicago Wolves (AHL) 
Monday morning. He totaled three points in five games. 

Coughlan Recalled From Conditioning Stint 
Defenseman tallied three points in five AHL games with 
Chicago 

By Canes PR 

RALEIGH, NC. - Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League's Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has recalled 
defenseman Dylan Coghlan from his conditioning stint with 
the Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey League (AHL). 

 

Coghlan, 24, has skated in six NHL games with Carolina in 
2022-23. The 6'3", 207-pound defenseman has registered 19 
points (6g, 13a) in 94 career NHL games with the Hurricanes 
and Golden Knights since debuting with Vegas in 2020-21. 
Coghlan registered three points (2g, 1a) in five AHL games 
with Chicago during his conditioning stint and has now 
posted 67 points (28g, 39a) in 131 career AHL games, all 
with the Wolves. The Duncan, B.C., native was acquired by 
Carolina from Vegas along with Max Pacioretty in exchange 
for future considerations on July 1
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About Last Night: Turn it up to 11 
The Carolina Hurricanes have won five straight games and 
have scored a point in 11 straight.  

By Alec Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes grinded out a 3-2 win over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins Sunday afternoon in PNC Arena, as the 
Canes pushed their win streak to five games and point streak 
to 11 games. 
 
Derek Stepan, Brady Skjei and Jordan Staal scored for the 
Canes, as Carolina came from behind to top the Penguins, 
who have been a part of two games now in this 11-game 
point streak. 
 
About last night: 
 
The Speskjeial Skjeason of Brady Skjei 
 
Brady Skjei has been on fire contributing offensively for the 
Carolina Hurricanes lately, and he was at it once again 
Sunday afternoon. 
 
Skjei had a goal and an assist in the game, evening up the 
score at 2-2 in the third period with a skjnipe (ok, I’ll stop) 
from the point. He got an assist on Jordan Staal’s game-
winning goal later on in the period, too. 
 
With the goal and two points, Skjei brought his season totals 
to six goals and 14 points through 31 games. That’s an 82-
game pace of 16 goals and 37 points, which would destroy 
his career high in goals and come close to his best-ever 
point mark. Currently, Skjei’s best goal-scoring season is 
nine goals, set last year, and his point high is 39, set last 
year and in 2016-17. 
 
As of late, Skjei has been excellent. He has a point in seven 
of Carolina’s last eight games, as he’s been contributing 
consistently as the Hurricanes have started winning. 

 
Nobody is mistaking Skjei for an elite scoring blue liner, but 
he’s perfectly capable of giving the Canes meaningful 
production from the back. So far this season, and especially 
in the past few weeks, Skjei has been a big part of getting 
goals. 
Finding a way to win a game 
 
Under Rod Brind’Amour, the Hurricanes haven’t played very 
many games at all where they lose the advanced stats battle. 
 
Carolina typically dominates the Corsi rate, expected goals, 
scoring chances and all that good stuff that doesn’t matter in 
the end but kind of matters in showing how a team wins. 
When the Canes lose, it’s often despite winning in those 
departments. 
 
But Sunday, the Hurricanes weren’t the better team, on 
paper. The Penguins had the slight edge in Corsi at 52.48%, 
won the scoring chance battle 26-20, the high-danger 
chance battle 15-7 and led in expected goals 2.74-2.07. 
 
But as has often been written after a Canes’ loss where 
those stats favored Carolina, none of that matters. The 
Hurricanes found a way to win. They played well in the final 
period, grinded out a couple of puck battles where they 
needed to and just kept coming until the goals went in. 
 
Sometimes you’ve gotta find a way to win a hockey game. 
 
Other thoughts 
 
- The Hurricanes are on an 11-game point streak and have 
done a lot of it without Sebastian Aho. That’s crazy. 
- Jordan Staal deserves all the credit in the world for this win. 
Got the game-winner, but also grinded on the boards to keep 
the puck on Skjei’s goal. 
- Speaking of people deserving of credit, shoutout Derek 
Stepan. Fantastic game for him. 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article270189717.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-stay-hot-through-back-to-back-weekend/c-338965268 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-recall-coghlan-from-chicago/c-338938290 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/19/23516166/about-last-night-turn-it-up-to-11 
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1263023 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes knocking on door of Metro Division lead, regardless of how 
they got here 

 

Karl B DeBlaker 

 

Raleigh-Never mind how they got here, which wasn’t the way anyone 
could have foreseen. Never mind who they’re missing, and have been for 
a while. The Carolina Hurricanes are tied for first in the Metropolitan 
Division, right where they thought they would be. 

Not that it was a straight line to get here, by any means. Their path has 
been as zig-zaggy as their batty travel itinerary, something else they 
have endured and overcome. 

But for all the hand-wringing over goal scoring, for all the injuries, nothing 
has stayed these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed 
rounds. 

If you were to be told in August that Teuvo Teravainen wouldn’t score his 
first goal until mid-December; that Frederik Andersen would miss seven 
weeks (and counting), leaving Pyotr Kotchetkov to play meaningful 
games; that Max Pacioretty would still be waiting to play his first game in 
this uniform, you’d probably be worrying about who the Hurricanes are 
going to dump at the trade deadline, not how they might play fancy cap 
games to squeeze a late addition onto the roster. 

It’s been this kind of season: Sebastian Aho has missed five games, and 
the Hurricanes have won all five of them after Sunday’s 3-2 win over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, a win that extended their point streak to 11 games 
while snuffing the Penguins’ winning streak at seven. 

These are the weird things that happen during the serialized Dickens 
novel that is an 82-game NHL season, rarely following the itinerary 
sketched out before it begins, and such travails have derailed lesser 
Hurricanes teams, or at the least put them under pressure to pick up the 
pace. 

There’s none of that now. While the Andersen situation appears to be the 
same as it was during the playoffs last spring — he’ll return to the net 
when he’s good and ready to return to the net — there’s no reason to 
rush him. He still gives the Hurricanes their best chance at winning the 
Stanley Cup, so they might as well let him return to peak physical and 
mental condition at his own pace. 

The fourth line is scoring goals, Martin Necas is playing with the 
confidence of a superstar — he nearly scored from between his own legs 
Sunday — Kotchetkov is playing with the confidence of someone who 
doesn’t know any better and Jordan Staal can still squeeze the drama 
out of a narrow late lead when the Hurricanes need him to do just that. 

Aho, Teravainen, Andersen out? No problem. Jaccob Slavin takes 
penalties at an unprecedented rate? (He’s up to six — 6! — minutes 

now.) No problem. There are obviously areas for real and necessary 
improvement — a combined 12 goals from Teravainen, Seth Jarvis, 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Paul Stastny isn’t cutting it, given the 
opportunities they have and the responsibility they’re given — but so 
much of what could gone dramatically wrong has been alleviated by 
Necas’ improvement, by the steadiness of the Hurricanes defense and 
Kotchetkov’s emergency elevation. 

They may not score a lot of goals, especially given the chances they 
create, but they’re scoring enough — and surely they’ll finish more of 
those chances at some point. 

“I’m proud of the group,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“They’re tired for sure, mentally. A lot of games and obviously we’re 
missing a lot of pieces. We’re getting a lot of contributions.” 

Sunday was a great example of that. With the Hurricanes only 22 hours 
removed from a home overtime win over the Dallas Stars on Saturday, 
they were nearly blown out of their own building in the first five minutes, 
much to the delight of the Penguins fans who made the drive in from 
Cary. 

But Kotchetkov played with unusual calm and made one huge save on 
Ryan Poehling, keeping the Hurricanes in the game. And down a goal 
early in the third, Staal’s line plugged away, hemming the Penguins in 
their own zone and creating a pair of goals — one from Brady Skjei, one 
from Staal — before securing the win with four straight faceoff wins in the 
final minute and the Pittsburgh net empty. 

It was a big-time win for a team that has another test waiting. The 
Hurricanes have now caught the hot-starting New Jersey Devils in the 
Metro, but the Devils are here Tuesday with first place on the line. 

It’s where the Hurricanes always expected to be, even if this isn’t how 
they expected to get here. 

News Observer LOADED: 12.20.2022 

1263087 New Jersey Devils 

 

Devils’ injury report: Mackenzie Blackwood recalled from Utica stint, 
Akira Schmid sent down 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky 

NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

 

After six weeks of dealing with an injured MCL, Mackenzie Blackwood is 
back in the Devils’ goalie tandem. 

The Devils announced on Monday that Blackwood was recalled from his 
conditioning stint in Utica and that he could possibly start in net against 
the Hurricanes or Panthers this week. Answering questions from 
reporters after Monday’s morning skate, Blackwood gushed about 
returning to the NHL level. 
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“I’m happy to be back,” said Blackwood, who posted a 2.79 GAA and a 
.880 save percentage in seven NHL games this season. “I’m excited to 
get into some games up here and keep building. I’m just happy to be 
healthy again, practicing with the team and ready to start playing some 
games again.” 

As happy as Blackwood seemed, his return came at the cost of young 
goaltender Akira Schmid. 

The Devils sent Schmid back to Utica despite his string of excellent 
performances in relief of Blackwood. In eight games this season, Schmid 
posted a 5-3-0 record, a 1.96 goals against average and a .932 save 
percentage and looked like the best goalie on the roster at points. 
Schmid’s return to Utica could have been due to contract levity – Schmid 
is waiver exempt, whereas Blackwood would need to clear waivers in 
order to go to the AHL – but coach Lindy Ruff views the matter 
differently. 

 “(Blackwood) is cleared to play,” Ruff said. “We sent him for 
conditioning, he’s played a couple of games. We’ve thought from day one 
he was going to be a big part of our success and he’s back and healthy.” 

Now that he’s returning, Blackwood must prove that his rehab was 
successful so he can help guide a struggling Devils team. The Devils, led 
by Schmid and Vitek Vanecek, surged without him – they have a 13-5-2 
record and a 91.42% save percentage since his injury on Nov. 3 – but 
have lost their past five games. 

Blackwood grew frustrated at sitting out for so long, but says he’s ready 
to “continue” his prior success. 

“It’s the way it goes sometimes,” said Blackwood, who had a 3.03 goals-
against average and a .891 save percentage in Utica. “You’re going to 
get on hot streaks, guys are going to play well, it’s part of the job. You’ve 
just got to stay level. You’re happy for them, they’re playing well. I’m 
happy that they’re doing great and to see the work that they’ve put in. So 
as a teammate you’re happy for that. And I’m just trying to get myself 
ready to go so that when I’m back in the net I can try to continue where 
we left off. 

“It’s obviously not ideal what happened. Obviously it’s kind of a broken 
record at this point with certain unfortunate bounces to myself over the 
last year or so. But I’m just happy to be healthy again, practicing with the 
team and ready to start playing some games again.” 

Star Ledger LOADED: 12.20.2022 
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Penguins forward Brock McGinn is finding more goals on the third line 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

12/19/2022 

 

When the Pittsburgh Penguins signed forward Brock McGinn in July 
2021, general manager Ron Hextall offered a finite variety of vocabulary 
to describe the player he has just added to the roster. 

“Inside game.” 

“Good energy.” 

“Physical.” 

“Intangibles.” 

One term that was absent as Hextall outlined McGinn’s features? 

“Scoring.” 

The Penguins didn’t add McGinn to boost their offensive figures. The 
likes of forwards Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and defenseman Kris 
Letang largely have that covered. 

Primarily a bottom-six forward, McGinn was (and still is) primarily 
expected to provide hits, blocked shots and stout defense. 

To be clear, McGinn has been a competent scorer as an NHLer. In three 
of his previous five seasons, he has reached double-digit figures in goals. 
The exceptions were the 2019-20 and 2020-21 campaigns that were 
disrupted in some regard by the pandemic. 

Currently, he’s one goal short of another double-digit goal figure this 
season. In 31 games, he has nine goals, a slightly better pace than last 
season when he needed 39 games to reach nine goals. 

As it was, he finished with 12 goals in 64 games during the 2020-21 
season. After starting off on such a productive pace, a combination of a 
bout with covid-19 and a right hand injury slowed him down in the second 
half of the season. 

Provided he stays on the ice, he very well could surpass the career-best 
16 goals he scored in 80 games for the Carolina Hurricanes in 2017-18. 

What has led to such an uptick in production? 

“Just putting in the work over the summer on my shot,” McGinn said. “I 
think I’m on the receiving end of some good plays right now and fortunate 
to bury them.” 

McGinn is short on specifics as far as his offseason work is concerned. 
But one thing he is frank about is the opportunity he has enjoyed over the 
past two months since he was promoted from the fourth line to the third 
line on a permanent basis — or as least as permanent lines in the NHL 
are — on Nov. 9 during a 4-1 road win against the rival Washington 
Capitals. 

In the 19 games since that day, eight of McGinn’s goals have come on 
that line that primarily has included Jeff Carter at center and Kasperi 
Kapanen on the right wing. 

“(Carter) reads the ice so well, and I think he’s always in the right spots,” 
McGinn said. “He’s good at getting pucks back and making plays. And 
(Kapanen), obviously, brings so much speed and skill to our line.” 

During a 3-2 road loss to the Hurricanes on Sunday, McGinn scored a 
go-ahead goal at 5 minutes, 3 seconds of the third period. 

Off a turnover by the Hurricanes, Kapanen gained the offensive zone as 
the Hurricanes bumbled a line change and fed the puck from the high slot 
to the right circle, where McGinn swiped a laser of a one-timer past 
goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov’s left skate. 

“I kind of saw that the two (defensemen) by the bench were kind of 
disoriented,” Kapanen said. “I thought I’d kind of attack the middle and 
make (Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob) Slavin come towards me and 
make a decision. I knew (McGinn) was coming hot on the outside. He’s 
been scoring from that (right) side going against the grain a little bit. 
Lucky enough, he did that again and it worked out.” 

While McGinn has scored a handful of cosmetically appealing goals such 
as Sunday’s offering, he has potted a few that are bowling shoe ugly. Or 
flat-out lucky. 

During a 4-3 home win against the Vegas Golden Knights on Dec. 1, 
McGinn scored the Penguins’ first goal in that comeback victory. From 
the right circle, he chucked a wrister toward the cage that bounced off the 
left leg of Golden Knights defenseman Ben Hutton and caromed into the 
cage. 

“(McGinn) is a guy that plays the game hard. He plays a pretty straight-
ahead game, he goes to the net (and) he has the ability to score off the 
rush,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “For example, (Sunday) night. 
He’s a couple of those that he’s scored this year. But he also gets those 
blue-paint goals that are in and around the net which are so important. 
It’s a huge aspect of scoring goals in today’s game. 
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“He just plays the game the right way.” 

That fundamentally sound approach has McGinn in line to set career 
numbers in an area of the game that isn’t necessarily his most prominent 
trait. 

“I think people don’t give him enough credit of being really good 
offensively,” Kapanen said. “Obviously, he’s big for us on the (penalty kill) 
and the (defensive) zone. Our line is a bit more defensive taking those 
(defensive) zone draws. But the guy can shoot. He’s got a good shot. 
He’s got good hands. And obviously, his speed is really good, too. He’s a 
very dangerous player.” 

McGinn isn’t a danger to any of the franchise’s scoring records. But he’s 
offering a level of production that wasn’t necessarily expected upon his 
arrival with the Penguins. 

“Just getting in those spots and areas where I can get the puck towards 
the net,” McGinn said. “Sometimes, they go off of some people. 
Sometimes, they go right in. Fortunately, they’re going in right now.” 

Tribune Review LOADED: 12.20.2022 

1263115 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Will Penguins forward Drew O'Connor get another opportunity against 
the Rangers? 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

12/19/2022 

 

Should Pittsburgh Penguins forwards Josh Archibald and Jason Zucker 
remain sidelined due to undisclosed injuries for Tuesday’s home game 
against the New York Rangers, forward Drew O’Connor will likely be in 
the lineup, presumably on the fourth line and even on the penalty kill. 

Recalled on Wednesday from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American 
Hockey League (AHL), O’Connor has been a healthy scratch the past 
two games. His only NHL action this season came in the form of three 
games and no points in early November. 

Even having spent the past handful of days on the NHL roster, he 
remains the AHL Penguins’ leading scorer with 22 points (eight goals, 14 
assists) in 20 games this season. 

Much of that production comes with the benefit of being on Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton’s top line and top power-play, however. Those roles are 
typically filled by the likes of forwards Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin 
with the NHL club. 

How can he translate the success he enjoys in Northeast Pennsylvania 
to the southwestern corner of the commonwealth? 

“My role there is definitely different than it would be here,” O’Connor said. 
“But I don’t think the way I play would change that much. I play in all 
situations there, penalty kill, power play, defensive zone faceoffs, things 
like that (with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton). It can kind of translate naturally. 
Maybe not as much (offense with Pittsburgh) but you still try to make 
plays, you still try to score goals. It’s hockey. I don’t think the way I would 
approach the game would change too much. It’s just being really focused 
on the details, especially on the penalty kill. Faceoffs, things like that, just 
be ready for anything.” 

O’Connor’s three-game cup of coffee in November was largely 
unremarkable. He logged 8:32 of ice time and was nine for 18 (50%) on 
faceoffs. 

“I thought it went OK,” O’Connor said. “I could have played a bit better in 
some areas. Whenever you come up and have that chance, you have to 
be ready to take advantage of it. Any opportunity that I get now, I just 

have to be really dialed in. Make sure whatever situation I’m out there in, 
I’m ready for and just try to make the most of it.” 

Management expectations of what O’Connor can offer the NHL club have 
been communicated to the player. 

“Drew is a very capable guy,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “He’s a real good 
skater, he has good size, he has good reach. He’s a guy that I think can 
help us with momentum, can establish a forecheck, can be sound 
defensively, can help us on the penalty kill. Those are areas that we’ve 
talked to Drew about in trying to define expectations for him so that he 
understands how he has to play and what his contribution will be to help 
the Penguins win. Those are the things that I think Drew can bring to our 
team. He has some scoring touch so when he gets in and around the net, 
he has shown the ability to finish. 

“He’s played really well (with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton) over the last stretch 
of games here. That’s one of the reasons why he got the call-up. But 
really, that’s what we’re looking for when he goes in the lineup for us is 
just playing that straight ahead game, that smart game, that reliable 
game that helps us get momentum, to create momentum, that’s hard to 
play against but is conscientious. That’s an important aspect of the game 
that I think he needs to bring for us.” 

Should Archibald remain sidelined, O’Connor vows to make the most of 
the potential opportunity he could be presented with. 

“Hopefully, he’s healthy and he can play,” O’Connor said. “But, obviously, 
whenever an opportunity comes about, you try to be ready for it.” 
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Penguins forward Josh Archibald sidelined by injury 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

12/19/2022 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins forward Josh Archibald was absent from Monday’s 
practice session in Cranberry because of an undisclosed injury. 

His status for Tuesday’s home game against the New York Rangers is 
not certain. Penguins coach Mike Sullivan indicated Archibald was 
undergoing evaluation following practice. 

Typically deployed on the fourth line and the penalty kill, Archibald 
appeared to be laboring with some sort of ailment during the late stages 
of a 3-2 road loss to the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday. Archibald did 
not record a shift for the final 5 minutes, 32 seconds of regulation. 

In 30 games this season, Archibald has six points (four goals, two 
assists) while averaging 10:15 of ice time, the second-lowest figure on 
the active NHL roster. Despite that limited deployment, Archibald leads 
the Penguins in penalties drawn (14) and hits (109). 

Zucker returns (to practice) 

A somewhat surprising presence at practice was forward Jason Zucker, 
who skated in a full capacity with contact but left Monday’s practice 
session after approximately 20 minutes. He has missed the past two 
games because of an undisclosed injury, and his status was labeled as 
“week to week” by Sullivan last week. 

On Monday, Sullivan indicated Zucker’s status has not changed but was 
optimistic over him being able to participate in a practice session. 

“Obviously, it’s real encouraging that he’s on the ice,” Sullivan said. 
“That’s a great first step for us.” 

Zucker declined to offer any specifics as to how he was injured. 
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Typically deployed on the second line and second power-play unit, 
Zucker has appeared in 27 games this season and has 20 points (six 
goals, 14 assists) while averaging 15:26 of ice time. 

Midnight freeze 

The NHL’s roster freeze for Christmas begins at 11:59 p.m. on Monday 
and lasts until Dec. 28, 12:01 a.m. 

This means teams teams are limited with roster maneuvers, though there 
are exceptions. 

Trades and waivers are not permitted. Assignments to a minor-league 
affiliate are permissible provided the player was recalled after Dec. 11 or 
another player was activated from injured reserve. Additionally, recalls 
from a minor-league affiliate are permitted should a need arise and 
teams are allowed to exceed the 23-man roster limit. 

The NHL’s salary cap ceiling of $82.5 million remains in effect. 

Lined up 

The Penguins’ lines and pairings in practice were: 

59 Jake Guentzel - 87 Sidney Crosby - 67 Rickard Rakell 

43 Danton Heinen - 71 Evgeni Malkin - 17 Bryan Rust 

23 Brock McGinn - 77 Jeff Carter - 42 Kasperi Kapanen 

25 Ryan Poehling - 53 Teddy Blueger - 10 Drew O’Connor/16 Jason 
Zucker 

28 Marcus Pettersson - 58 Kris Letang 

8 Brian Dumoulin - 44 Jan Rutta 

73 P.O Joseph - 2 Chad Ruhwedel 

Defenseman Mark Friedman skated as a reserve. 

The top power-play unit included Crosby, Guentzel, Letang, Malkin and 
Rakell. The second power-play unit involved Carter, Heinen, Joseph, 
Kapanen and Rust. 
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Jason Zucker is already back at practice, but the Penguins were down 
another forward Monday 

 

Matt Vensel 

12/19/2022 

 

Jason Zucker returned to practice Monday in Cranberry. He wore a 
regular jersey and participated in line rushes, too. But it remains unclear 
if the veteran winger will be able to rejoin the Penguins lineup before the 
NHL’s Christmas break. 

The Penguins on Tuesday will host the New York Rangers at PPG Paints 
Arena. Their final game before the break is Thursday at home against 
Carolina. 

Coach Mike Sullivan on Monday said Zucker’s status remains week to 
week. But his activity level at practice suggested it will not be an 
extended absence. 

“It was good to be out there,” Zucker said after Monday’s practice. “You 
never want to be [sidelined] for any length of time. So it was nice to just 
be out there with the guys again. I look forward to being back, hopefully 
as soon as possible.” 

Zucker limped off the ice after blocking a slap shot with his foot or ankle 
late in the second period of the Dec. 14 win against the Dallas Stars. He 
returned for the third and finished out that game. He missed the two 
following games, though. 

He declined to say whether he suffered his lower-body injury during that 
play. 

Zucker had six goals, 20 points and a plus-6 rating in 27 games prior to 
his latest injury. Zucker, who will turn 31 next month, is currently in a 
contract year. 

Josh Archibald, meanwhile, missed Monday’s practice with a lower-body 
injury. He apparently got hurt in Sunday’s 3-2 loss to the Hurricanes in 
Carolina. 

With Archibald out of action Monday at UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex, 
Zucker skated in his place on the fourth line during line rushes. If 
Archibald and Zucker are both out Tuesday, Drew O’Connor figures to 
get back into the lineup. 

“He’s a real good skater. He has good size. He has a long reach. He’s a 
guy that I think can help us with momentum, can establish a forecheck, 
can be sound defensively and can help us on the penalty kill,” Sullivan 
said. “And those are areas that we’ve talked to Drew about in trying to 
define expectations for him.” 
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How will Mike Sullivan prepare the Penguins for the Winter Classic? Rick 
Tocchet has insight 

 

Matt Vensel 

12/19/2022 

 

Rick Tocchet might one day get another opportunity to coach in an 
outdoor NHL game, like he did with the Penguins in a Stadium Series 
game in 2017. If he does, the former Penguins assistant knows the one 
thing he will do differently. 

“Well, I wouldn’t be wearing my Ferragamo dress shoes,” he said with a 
laugh. 

When the Penguins beat the rival Philadelphia Flyers 4-2 at then-named 
Heinz Field, Tocchet wanted to wear a pair of kicks befitting one of the 
NHL’s marquee outdoor games. But midway through the first period, 
Tocchet’s feet were already frozen. 

“I’m an idiot. I could have worn snow boots. Nobody was watching me 
behind the bench. So I wasn’t prepared for the elements myself,” he 
recalled last week. “The guys were laughing at me. They didn’t notice, I 
think, until we were walking off after the first period and I said, ‘Oh my 
god, my feet are effing freezing.’ ” 

But, hey, you know how the old saying goes. The best teacher is 
experience. 

The Penguins will be skating in another outdoor game two weeks from 
today, when they face off against the Boston Bruins in the Winter Classic 
at Boston’s Fenway Park. The Jan. 2 showdown will be the sixth outdoor 
game in franchise history. 

Mike Sullivan coached two of them. So he is aware of the challenges the 
Winter Classic presents, from the potential for frosty weather in Boston to 
the logistics for a busy couple of days, with family tagging along to soak 
in the experience. 
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Some players might insist it is just another game. But it clearly means 
more. 

“Obviously, it’s a big game,” Tocchet said. “You want to win the game. 
But there’s a different approach to the game. It’s more about enjoying the 
moment.” 

To provide insight into the messages Sullivan may share with the 
Penguins and the small details a coach must consider heading into an 
outdoor game, Tocchet took a timeout from his duties as a TNT analyst 
to take us behind the scenes. 

Tocchet, who was an assistant coach on the back-to-back Stanley Cup 
teams in 2016 and 2017 before leaving to become the head coach in 
Arizona, said Sullivan didn’t start discussing the 2017 Stadium Series 
game until a week out. 

Sure, the players and coaches saw it on the horizon that season and 
chatted about it in informal conversations. But Sullivan waited to broach it 
as a team. The initial talk was mostly to apprise players of the schedule 
and logistical quirks. 

“It’s different from a regular game,” Tocchet said. “It’s more about the day 
and the families enjoying it, even the practice the day before the game [at 
the venue]. You have a practice, but it’s like, ‘Let’s get the practice over 
with and get the kids and the families out on the ice.’ That’s kind of the 
mindset of coaches.” 

Tocchet remembers the equipment managers and other Penguins 
support staffers starting to relay weather reports in the two weeks leading 
up to the game. 

The equipment staff in particular wanted to be ready for all potential 
elements. 

“It’s a big difference between 40 degrees and below freezing,” Tocchet 
said. “If they think it is going to be below freezing, they’re going to get 
extra stuff.” 

The weather forecast can shift from day to day. So Tocchet said the 
coaching staff didn’t spend much time on game planning until the game 
was 48 hours out. 

“You know Boston’s going to do this on the forecheck or they’re going to 
do that. You know some things that they’re going to do,” he said. “But 
what you don’t know is the elements. Is it going to be really windy? How 
cold is it going to be?” 

We’ve seen the conditions impact several of these outdoor games in 
years past. 

The original Winter Classic, which the Penguins won in Buffalo, had to be 
more of a chip-and-chase game in a snowstorm. The bright sun at the 
NHL’s Lake Tahoe game last season affected the ice quality and led to a 
long delay. Past players also complained about the sun’s glare on the ice 
creating a safety hazard. 

Early forecasts project it to be cloudy on Jan. 2 with temperatures in the 
20s. 

Precipitation and poor ice quality could take some of the skill out of these 
outdoor games. But Tocchet said freezing temperatures affect the rough 
stuff, too. 

“Guys are still playing hockey. But it’s hard to go out there and slide to 
block shots and hit as much. You can just see when the conditions are 
really tough that guys aren’t diving in front of shots and stuff because it is 
so cold and that puck really hurts,” he said. “That’s the part I see 
tactically. It’s a more simple game.” 

The morning of that Stadium Series game at Heinz Field, Sullivan 
addressed his players in the locker room. The coach kept the message 
short and sweet. 

“Enjoy the moment. Have fun. You’re on center stage. But it’s still a game 
that we need to win,” Tocchet recalls. “I thought Mike Sullivan did a great 

job that day. He wanted to get them the information they needed and 
[mention] the importance of it, but he also wanted to stay out of their way 
and enjoy the moment.” 

As the players marched down the long runway to get to the rink at the 
center of the Steelers stadium, Tocchet remembers feeling one emotion 
— jealousy. 

Tocchet, a skilled power forward who helped the Penguins hoist the Cup 
in 1992, never had a chance to skate in an outdoor game during his NHL 
playing days. He did get to suit up for an alumni game at Citizens Bank 
Park in Philadelphia before the Flyers hosted the New York Rangers in 
the 2012 Winter Classic. 

“It was pretty wild. There were like 50,000 people to see us old guys,” he 
said. “Even that walk, it takes you back as a kid. I’m a Canadian kid. I 
grew up playing outdoors on the pond. Those memories come back. I 
just remember that feeling.” 

So, five years later in Pittsburgh, he wished he could lace up his skates, 
too. 

Tocchet will probably feel the pangs of jealousy again Jan. 2, when he is 
at Fenway Park as part of TNT’s broadcast. But he is looking forward to 
seeing how Sullivan and his old pals on the Penguins handle their 
showdown with the Bruins. 

“This is a high-profile game. Boston’s been a powerhouse from start to 
finish, the best team in the league with the way they’ve played. And to 
me, the last month, the Penguins are right there,” he said. “You’re talking 
about two marquee teams. This is probably one of the better matchups 
[ever] in the Winter Classic.” 
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Penguins Notes: Letang’s Touching Moment, Perfect PK Wins Nothing 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

Published 15 hours ago on December 19, 2022 

 

CRANBERRY — It was a moment in the Pittsburgh Penguins locker 
room that was too perfect for intrusion. With a locker room full of players 
going about their business and crusty reporters, young Alex Letang, who 
is 10 years old, sat in his father Kris’s locker stall practicing his tape jobs. 

He taped and retaped his blade as Marcus Pettersson, and Jake 
Guentzel stopped for a chat. They offered some encouragement as he 
focused intently on wrapping his white tape around the glossy black stick 
blade. 

Then Kris Letang finished practice and entered the room. He and his son 
sat in the locker stalls, quietly talking and practicing the wraps. 

It was a moment for a father and son, especially poignant for a man who 
recently had a stroke. 

Perfect Penguins PK Wins Nothing 

The Penguins’ practice featured extended special teams’ work. PP1 vs. 
PK1 and PP2 vs. PK2. 

Though it wasn’t much of a battle, the Penguins’ penalty-killing units won, 
and they did so convincingly. The power plays failed to set up, did not 
apply pressure, and didn’t score. 

The Penguins PK units pitched a shutout. 

“Yep,” said Ryan Poehling with a smile. 
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However, there was no steak dinner won, not even extra pushups for the 
losers. And certainly no side bets. 

“No, no. You don’t want to bet those guys,” penalty killer Brock McGinn 
said while nodding toward Letang. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins penalty killing unit has risen from near the 
bottom of the league more than a month ago to tied for third with the 
Dallas Stars. 

The long stretches without allowing a power play goal have boosted 
confidence. So, too, was the return of Teddy Blueger after missing most 
of training camp and the start of the season. 

But there’s more than that. 

Poehling feels more chemistry, easier communication, and confidence 
with his teammates. McGinn acknowledged the extra aggressiveness, 
especially on Monday against teammates who comprise one of the 
hottest power plays in the NHL. 

The penalty kill was tight to the puck. They gave no quarter. 

“I think if you can not give them as much time as they want, we’re going 
to make them play that much quicker,” McGinn said. “It’s tougher on 
them. So I think when we kind of got them on the run, we do a better job 
forcing turnovers or bobbled pucks, and then we get it done.” 

The PK is killing at 83.5%, not quite near the 90% rate they hovered at 
last season before a late dip, but it’s also a far cry from the 70% rate that 
hung around them in October. 

But on Monday, it was just for bragging rights. 

Metro Division Games: 

The Penguins’ week was set up for a holiday gift or a lump of coal. With 
three Metro Division games, the Penguins could surge near the top or 
slip toward a wild card. 

The schedule begans with the Carolina Hurricanes, their first date with 
the New York Rangers at PPG Paints Arena since last May’s playoff loss, 
then Carolina at home before the holiday. 

The first leg of the Metro triathlon didn’t go so well. Carolina rallied in the 
third period for a 3-2 win, ending the Penguins’ seven-game winning 
streak. 

However, something about McGinn’s reaction on Sunday night rang 
familiar. Without question, the birth of the March of the Penguins in 2016 
happened on March 1, 2016, when the Penguins squandered a third 
period lead to the Washington Capitals in Washington, D.C. 

No team likes to lose, but that team wasn’t just mad that they lost. They 
would have immediately gone back on the ice to play again. 

I sensed a little bit of that from McGinn. Since Carolina and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins tangle again on Friday, there could be a little more 
intense. 

“We owe them one,” McGinn said Sunday night. “They’re battles, tight-
checking games. We’re looking forward to that one.” 
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(UPDATED) Penguins Practice: Zucker Returns; Archibald Evaluated for 
Injury 

 

By Shelly Anderson  

Published 18 hours ago on December 19, 2022 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins winger Jason Zucker, listed as being out week to 
week because of a lower-body injury, went on the ice with skills assistant 
Ty Hennes a half-hour before the team’s practice was scheduled to begin 
Monday at the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex. 

Missing, however, was forward Josh Archibald. He appeared to get 
banged up a couple times Sunday in the Penguins‘ loss at Carolina. 
Coach Mike Sullivan said Archibald is being evaluated for a lower-body 
injury, with no timetable established yet. 

As you can see in the below video, Zucker skated pretty gingerly, at least 
at first. He did some light stickhandling and shooting. But after warming 
up with his teammates when they trickled onto the ice, he remained for 
the start of practice. He was not wearing a non-contact jersey, and he 
took Archibald’s spot on the fourth line. He did not participate in special 
teams drills, however. 

The reports after practice were a little confusing, or at least they made it 
hard to connect the dots. Sullivan and Zucker each said the winger’s 
status has not changed — even though he was close to a full participant 
in practice just days after being listed as week to week. 

“We’ll see how he responds,” Sullivan said of Zucker. “But obviously it’s 
real encouraging that he’s on the ice. That’s a great first step.” 

Zucker acknowledged that he was a little tentative in the early minutes of 
his time on the ice Monday. 

“You’re always trying to test things out, be a little bit slow when you first 
get out there, make sure everything feels OK and you’re not putting 
yourself in bad spot to re-injure anything,” he said. “And then was able to 
ramp it up from there.” 

Zucker, somewhat surprisingly, said nothing has changed in terms of 
how long he might be out. 

“As of right now, the timetable hasn’t changed,” he said, but, like Sullivan, 
he put some import on being able to return to practice. 

“It was nice just to be out there with the guys again,” he said. “I’m looking 
forward to being back, hopefully as soon as possible.” 

Zucker left a game the previous Monday, then returned. He declined this 
Monday to confirm whether the issue was a blocked shot. 

It was later last week that he was ruled to be out for some time, or 
“longer term,” as Sullivan put it. Perhaps not. We will see. 

The lines and pairings: 

Jake Guentzel-Sidney Crosby-Rickard Rakell 

Danton Heinen-Evgeni Malkin-Bryan Rust 

Brock McGinn-Jeff Carter-Kasperi Kapanen 

Ryan Poehling-Teddy Blueger-Jason Zucker 

(Drew O’Connor) 

Marcus Pettersson-Kris Letang 

Brian Dumoulin-Jan Rutta 

P.O Joseph-Chad Ruhwedel 

(Mark Friedman) 
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Penguins Wrap: Crosby Thrives, Malkin Lands a Shot 

 

By Dave Molinari  
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RALEIGH, N.C. — The Pittsburgh Penguins had a pretty light schedule 
during the eight-day stretch that concluded Sunday 

They started with victories at home against Dallas Monday and at Florida 
Thursday to extend their winning streak to seven games before losing, 3-
2, at Carolina Sunday. 

Along the way, they got a lucky break when it appeared that Evgeni 
Malkin might have been badly injured by a Sidney Crosby slapshot that 
struck him in an unprotected area above his right knee during the 
Panthers game, only to have it turn out that the shot caused more pain 
than damage. 

A look back at the week that was: 

Sunday (Dec. 11) 

Crosby is one of the NHL’s top point-producers through the first two 
months of the regular season, and arguably the game’s finest 200-foot 
player. All of which makes him, at least at this point, a viable candidate to 
win his third Hart Trophy as the NHL player “adjudged to be the most 
valuable to his team.” 

Monday 

Jeff Petry, injured late in the Buffalo game two days earlier, is 
pronounced out of the game against Dallas this evening. 

Malkin ends an epic defensive battle against the Stars by scoring the 
game-winning goal in the final minute of regulation. 

Malkin, who didn’t have a goal in the previous nine games, proclaims the 
one he scored to defeat the Stars “lucky.” 

Tuesday 

Play any kind of game you want. There’s a good chance the Penguins 
will play it at least as well as you do. 

Re-signing Malkin rather than pursuing free-agent center Vincent 
Trocheck during the offseason is looking like a prudent decision by GM 
Ron Hextall. 

Penguins announce that Jeff Petry has been placed on the Long-Term 
Injured list, and that Drew O’Connor and Mark Friedman have been 
recalled from Wilkes-Barre. 

Wednesday 

After being fortunate — and healthy — for most of the season, the 
Penguins announce that Jason Zucker, like Petry, will be out for an 
extended period. 

Teammates react to the significant injuries suffered by Zucker and Petry. 

Thursday 

What could be read into the six-game winning streak the Pittsburgh 
Penguins will take into their game against the Panthers? 

The Penguins earned a solid 4-2 victory at Florida, but got a scare 
midway through the third period, when Evgeni Malkin left the game after 
being hit by a Sidney Crosby shot. 

The early prognosis for Malkin turned out to be pretty encouraging. 

Malkin’s injury might have looked serious, but his teammates didn’t seem 
concerned. And even got a few laughs out of it after the game. 

Friday 

Jason Zucker’s injury has given Danton Heinen a chance to get back in 
the lineup and rediscover his scoring touch. 

Tristan Jarry has been playing great, but could he improve even more? 
And so much for giving Kris Letang a reduced workload in the wakes of 
his stroke late last month. 

Saturday 

So, why has Kasperi Kapanen’s game slipped again, and when is Mark 
Friedman going to get a chance to contribute for the Pittsburgh 
Penguins? 

Malkin returned to practice and pronounced himself ready to play Sunday 
against Carolina. 

Whether being injured by Crosby’s shot would affect Malkin’s 
performance against the Hurricanes remained to be seen, but it clearly 
didn’t hurt his sense of humor, as he took a lighthearted shot at, well, the 
Crosby shot that hurt him. 

Sunday 

Would Philadelphia winger James van Riemsdyk be a good fit for the 
Penguins? 

The Penguins had a 2-1 lead in the third period, but couldn’t hold off 
Carolina and had their seven-game winning streak come to an end. 

The Penguins’ power play scored a goal against the Hurricanes, but 
generally wasn’t the menacing force it usually has been in recent weeks. 

Catching Carolina in its third game in four nights should have worked to 
the Penguins’ advantage, but they were unable to capitalize on it. 
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Flyers forward Kevin Hayes ‘wasn’t happy’ with benching, but ‘it’s not my 
decision’ 

“I’m sorry," said the veteran, who is set to return to the lineup on 
Tuesday. "I don’t think I should have been benched, but it’s not my 
decision. He’s the coach. I’m a player. He makes the lineup. " 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Dec 19, 2022 

 

When forward Kevin Hayes walked into the locker room on Saturday 
morning ahead of the Flyers’ game against the New York Rangers, he 
noticed that his name was not in the lineup, indicating that he would be a 
healthy scratch that night. 

The decision by coach John Tortorella came in the wake of his benching 
of Hayes for the third period in the Flyers’ 2-1 victory over the New 
Jersey Devils on Thursday. Hayes, 30, declined to comment about his 
removal from the lineup following morning skate on Saturday, but he 
discussed it on Monday after practice. 

“I don’t think anyone enjoys being scratched, so [I] wasn’t happy,” Hayes 
said. “But it’s not my decision.” 

Hayes is the Flyers’ leading scorer this season with 29 points (nine goals, 
20 assists). However, while Tortorella has praised Hayes’ ability to create 
offense on a Flyers team that ranks 30th in the league in goals per game 
(2.41), the coach has been critical of Hayes’ defensive play. Recently, 
Hayes’ most glaring blunder came against the Devils in the second 
period when he committed a turnover at the offensive blue line to spring 
an odd-man rush by New Jersey. 

However, Hayes did not pinpoint exactly why he was a healthy scratch 
against the Rangers. When asked about what Tortorella wants to see 
from him going forward, as Hayes will be back in the lineup on Tuesday 
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against the Columbus Blue Jackets, Hayes said, “I guess, be better 
defensively.” 

The turnover against the Devils, Hayes added, may have been the “icing 
on the cake” that influenced Tortorella’s decision to remove him from the 
lineup on Saturday. 

“I think everyone on this team knows I wasn’t trying to turn the puck 
over,” Hayes said. “Come on. Two-on-one the other way, if you’re doing 
that, if you’re wanting to do that, you’re insane. So I guess I should have 
got the puck deep and, who knows? Maybe I would have been in the 
lineup the next game.” 

While Tortorella acknowledged the public perception that Hayes was 
scratched because of the turnover, Tortorella said in general that he 
would never scratch a player because of one mistake. Tortorella declined 
to go into the exact reasoning behind his decision, but he said that “there 
is no disconnect” between him and Hayes regarding their communication 
on this topic. 

“I have had many conversations with Kevin,” Tortorella said. “Had 
conversations prior to this. So again, I don’t want to get into a public 
debate with Kevin, with you guys, as far as why” he was scratched. 

Hayes said he did not take away any positives from his night off on 
Saturday. 

“I’m never going to say there’s a benefit to being benched,” Hayes said. 
“I’m sorry. I don’t think I should have been benched, but it’s not my 
decision. He’s the coach. I’m a player. He makes the lineup. He wants 
the best team on the ice to ultimately win and that’s what he went with 
that night.” 

Allison set to return 

In addition to Hayes’ return, the Flyers will welcome back winger Wade 
Allison to the lineup on Tuesday. Allison, 25, has been dealing with an 
oblique muscle strain in his side and a hip pointer since Nov. 12 when he 
left the game against the Ottawa Senators. 

Initially, Allison said he thought the injuries could have been season-
ending, which would have been a difficult blow considering his lengthy 
injury history that has limited him to 29 career NHL games over three 
seasons. 

“I was like, ‘Holy [bleep]. What the hell’s going on?’” Allison said. “It 
turned out to be better than I thought. So we’re good.” 

While the injury wasn’t season-ending, his rehab took a little bit longer 
than anticipated. Allison’s initial timeline to return was approximately 
three weeks, but Tuesday marks more than five weeks since Allison got 
hurt. 

Tortorella is looking forward to Allison picking up where he left off. “I’m 
sure there’ll be some rust,” the coach said. “But for his game, as long as 
he has the legs to get there, we want to see him forecheck, play straight 
ahead, and get noticed that way.” 

Before exiting the lineup, Allison had three goals and one assist in 14 
games and was averaging 12 minutes, 31 seconds of ice time. 

Breakaways 

General manager Chuck Fletcher said that center Sean Couturier (back 
surgery) is doing “real well” and will resume skating in the next couple of 
weeks. Couturier, 30, had a second back surgery in nine months on Oct. 
27. He was given a recovery timeline of three to four months, and 
Fletcher said his return to the lineup would be “probably closer to March.” 
... Winger Bobby Brink (hip surgery) is set to see his surgeon on Dec. 22 
and Fletcher is “hopeful that he’ll be fully cleared” at that appointment. 
Brink, 21, underwent surgery to repair a torn labrum in his left hip in July 
and was given a five-month recovery timeline. ... Zack MacEwen (illness) 
and Max Willman (upper-body injury) participated in practice on Monday. 
Both MacEwen and Willman missed Saturday’s game. 

Philadelphia Inquirer / Daily News LOADED: 12.20.2022 

1263109 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

Lost for season, Flyers winger Cam Atkinson will undergo neck surgery 
on Wednesday 

The 33-year-old veteran has not played for the team this season. The 
injury is related to wear-and-tear, GM Chuck Fletcher said. 

 

by Giana Han 

Published Dec 19, 2022 

 

The Flyers announced Monday that right winger Cam Atkinson is out for 
the season. Atkinson, 33, will undergo neck surgery on Wednesday, the 
team said. 

General manager Chuck Fletcher said that Atkinson did not suffer a 
specific injury so much as he is dealing with a wear-and-tear situation. 
The winger thought he could rehab and get back, but he wasn’t 
consistently meeting the return-to-play requirements the medical staff 
gave him, Fletcher said. Under the advice of his doctors, Atkinson made 
the decision to undergo surgery. 

“I think the doctor kind of laid it out that you might be able to come back 
and play if you continue to rehab, but you’ve got to look at the bigger 
picture here in terms of nerve irritation in your arm,” Fletcher said. “And if 
you want to get back to 100 percent, for the long term, you need to do 
this. And I think that really resonated with Cam.” 

Atkinson is expected to make a full recovery, the team said. 

Atkinson, who was one of the team’s best players last season, came into 
training camp feeling good. He participated in all of coach John 
Tortorella’s “welcome to camp” skating drills, Fletcher pointed out. But he 
sat himself before playing in a preseason game. 

After that, Atkinson was back and forth between Philadelphia and 
Columbus, Ohio, where he resides. He worked with medical 
professionals who helped him while he played for the Blue Jackets and 
consulted the medical team with the Flyers. During his absence, 
Tortorella said Atkinson would return by the season opener. 

Atkinson returned to Philadelphia on Oct. 11, two days before the 
opener. He practiced but did not play in any games. He returned again 
during the week of Nov. 21 and has sporadically participated in practices 
since then. Tortorella, who has a close personal relationship with 
Atkinson from their time together in Columbus, explained what Atkinson 
was going through. 

“He felt like it was coming and he’s ready to go, even looking at a date,” 
Tortorella said. “And then he just has a bad day. ... Tried all different 
things with ... the whole group down there. And he just couldn’t sustain it 
to get over the hump.” 

Tortorella acted as a “sounding board” for Atkinson through the process. 
The coach said he could see how much Atkinson wanted to be a part of 
things and return. Some days, he was raring to go, but Fletcher said the 
medical staff’s parameters protected him from himself. 

Finally, Atkinson and the doctors decided it was time to take a different 
route. Atkinson informed longtime friend Kevin Hayes of his decision 
during warmups before Saturday’s game. Having gone through a similar 
process when he was fighting through surgeries and infection to get back 
on the ice, Hayes said he understands how tough this is to some extent. 
He saw how excited Atkinson was for camp and said Atkinson was 
probably getting excited to tell the team he was ready return before his 
most recent setback. 

“It [stinks] for him and doesn’t help our team at all,” Hayes said. “But 
personally, for Cam, he’s probably going through a hard time right now.” 
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Atkinson also talked a lot with Joel Farabee, who had disk replacement 
surgery in his cervical region during the offseason. Fletcher said they 
won’t know if it’s a similar issue until the surgeons get a look at what’s 
going on during surgery. 

Atkinson’s teammates said injuries are part of hockey and they have to 
stay focused, but they added that this is a big loss for the Flyers. 
Atkinson contributed 23 goals and 27 assists in 73 games last season. 
He was the team’s leading scorer before he sat out the end of the 
season. 

“Having Cam around and just the energy he brings, he’s always got a 
smile on his face, so definitely someone we love having around,” 
Farabee said. “I just hope the best for him and however he overcomes 
this. The sooner we can get him back, the better since he’s a great player 
and a big part of our team.” 

Fletcher and Tortorella said losing Atkinson affects the team’s chances 
this season since they’ll lose his skill and his leadership. But they’re 
focused on his overall health and the big picture, which will be getting 
him back to help build for the future. 

“So hopefully we wish him good luck on that, and he’s healthy and ready 
to go next year,” Tortorella said. 
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Hayes on benching: 'Wasn't happy, but it's not my decision' 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — Kevin Hayes learned he had been benched when 
he didn't see his No. 13 on the lineup board Saturday morning in the 
locker room. 

"I don't think anyone enjoys being scratched," Hayes said Monday 
following practice. "Wasn't happy, but it's not my decision." 

John Tortorella made a far-from-small decision by sitting his leading 
scorer Saturday night against the Rangers. It came two days after the 
head coach benched Hayes for the entire third period of the Flyers' 2-1 
win over the Devils at the Prudential Center. 

Hayes didn't agree with Saturday's benching but the 30-year-old forward 
understood he had to live with it. He sat helplessly in the Wells Fargo 
Center press box as the Flyers lost to his former team, 6-3. 

"I'm never going to say there's a benefit to being benched, I'm sorry," 
Hayes said. "I don't think I should have been benched, but it's not my 
decision. He's the coach, I'm a player. He makes the lineup, he wants the 
best team on the ice to ultimately win. That's what he went with that 
night. 

"You can be benched and everyone writes about being better 
defensively. I try every night to be the best player I can be. Some nights it 
goes well for me and some nights it doesn't. I try to be consistent. He felt 
like I was doing worse for the team than better so he decided not to play 
me." 

With under a minute left in the second period Thursday of a 1-1 game, 
Hayes committed a turnover at the blue line. It led to a 2-on-1 for New 
Jersey but the Devils didn't score. 

"I try my hardest every night to do the right things here," Hayes said. 
"Sometimes things don't go your way. I think the icing on the cake was 
the turnover in Jersey. But I think everyone on this team knows I wasn't 
trying to turn the puck over. C'mon, like — it's a 2-on-1 the other way. If 
you're wanting to do that, you're insane. I guess I should have gotten the 

puck deep. Who knows, maybe I would have been in the lineup the next 
game, maybe not." 

When asked if he had talked to Tortorella about Saturday's benching, 
Hayes said that stays between the coach and player. Tortorella was tight-
lipped, as well, about any conversation between the two. 

What does Hayes think Tortorella wants to see change in his game? 

"I'm going to guess be better defensively," he said. 

At the end of November, Tortorella highlighted defensive struggles for 
why he moved Hayes from center to winger. 

Hayes, who has a team-leading 29 points (nine goals, 20 assists) over 31 
games, will be back in the lineup Tuesday when the Flyers host the Blue 
Jackets (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Flyers at practice Monday: 

F 

van Riemsdyk-Frost-Tippett 

Farabee-Cates-Konecny 

Hayes-Laughton-MacEwen 

Deslauriers-Brown-Allison 

D rotating, but on first rotation: 

Provorov-Ristolainen 

York-Braun 

Sanheim-DeAngelo 

Seeler— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) December 19, 2022 

Tortorella, trying to manage the magnitude of the storyline, didn't want to 
speak at length on the topic of benching his leading scorer. Through 32 
games this season, he has sat Hayes for a full third period twice and a 
full game once. 

"I'm not going to get into a discussion," Tortorella said Monday. "That's 
where you guys want me to go. As I said, and I'm not trying to be coy, 
stuff happens, I have to make decisions on people. Standards are held 
for everybody in this organization, no matter what draft pick, no matter 
what stature, no matter what you're thought about out in the area here — 
I have to hold a standard for everybody. And that's how it's going to be. I 
think that's the proper way to build this hockey club and I'm going to stick 
by it." 

Tortorella said he felt there has been "no disconnect" between himself 
and Hayes. 

"I have had many conversations with Kevin," the head coach said. "Had 
conversations prior to this. Again, I don't want to get into a public debate 
with Kevin with you guys as far as why. It's one of the things I pride 
myself on is being honest with a player. I think they deserve the honesty, 
whether it be good or bad. That is my job, is to be honest with them. 

"I'm sure you guys think it's because of a turnover, the turnover in the 
middle of the ice. I'm never scratching a player for one mistake. And this 
is where Kevin and I have had those conversations much prior to him 
missing a game. 

"I'll leave it that. Let's leave it at that, that's fair." 

Hayes is in the fourth year of his seven-year, $50 million contract with the 
Flyers. He's a leader in the club's locker room. 

Chuck Fletcher said the general manager and Tortorella "speak about 
everything," including big lineup decisions like this one. 

"It's part of the process with John," the Flyers' GM said of Tortorella's call 
to sit Hayes. "He demands a lot out of the players. Certainly Kevin has 
been a really good player for us this year, leading our team in scoring. I 
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think there are other areas of his game that John wants to see a little bit 
more out of — that's part of the coach-player dynamic. But we speak 
about those things all the time. 

"The great thing about John: there's no doghouse with John Tortorella. 
He makes his points, whether it's ice time or you sit for a bit or you miss a 
game, but you're always going to get that chance to get back in there. 

"Kevin's a really important part of our team. He's a great person and a 
really important part of our team. I'm sure he'll respond the right way." 
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Season ends before it started — Atkinson to have neck surgery, Flyers 
feel for him 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — Cam Atkinson pushed and pushed and pushed. 

Eventually, he couldn't clear the final hurdle. 

As a result, the 33-year-old winger will undergo season-ending neck 
surgery Wednesday in Philadelphia. He never appeared in a game this 
season. 

The club expects Atkinson to fully recover. 

"It hurts us," general manager Chuck Fletcher said Monday. "Cam was 
arguably our best forward last year, played really well. 

"It's a tough situation for him. I feel for him. He tried hard for a few 
months to rehab — he worked with our people, he worked with a couple 
of people he's worked with before in Columbus that had helped him in the 
past. Even last week, we thought he'd might be able to play against the 
Rangers, but he just couldn't get over the hump. 

"It became less of a focus about this year and more of a focus on let's get 
him right, let's get him healthy for himself so he can come back and 
play." 

Atkinson's injury has been a perplexing and persistent one, stemming 
back to training camp. Any issues in the neck and back areas come with 
the danger of being up and down. 

"He has spoken to various people through the process," Fletcher said. 
"When he spoke with this last doctor, I think the doctor kind of laid it out 
that you might be able to come back and play if you continue to rehab, 
but you've got to look at the bigger picture here in terms of nerve irritation 
in your arm, if you want to get back to 100 percent for the long term, you 
need to do this. I think that really resonated with Cam." 

Atkinson didn't play in any of the Flyers' six preseason games but was 
able to practice throughout the majority of camp. Head coach John 
Tortorella had expressed optimism about Atkinson's status for the Oct. 13 
regular-season opener in the days leading up to it. 

But things clearly changed as Atkinson took a step back from the ice in 
October and went for further evaluation. 

In late November, Atkinson appeared to take an important turn toward a 
return. He was cleared for contact and fervently got after it with Rasmus 
Ristolainen in his first full practice. 

"Just day to day for me right now," Atkinson said Dec. 3 after an optional 
morning skate. 

"It's been pretty good. A little bit of an adjustment, just working out the 
kinks. I'm getting close, but not enough to where I think I can help this 
team right now. But I'm closer than not." 

The Flyers believe the injury was more of a wear-and-tear issue than one 
particular incident. After consultation with doctors, the decision for 
surgery eventually came down to Atkinson and his representation. 

"He felt like he was coming, he was ready to go, he was even looking at 
a date [to return]," Tortorella said Monday. "And then he just has a bad 
day, it just would not get over the hump for him. And I can understand 
him trying to do everything he possibly could without getting opened up, 
especially in that area. It's easy to say he should have gotten it done and 
this and that. It's easy for outsiders to say that. 

"Cam wanted to play, he's a great competitor, tried all different things 
with [head athletic trainer Tommy Alva], the whole group down there, and 
he just couldn't sustain it to where he could get over the hump. He felt 
really good and then it'd just drop off. 

"This is what's been discussed with the professionals and they feel this is 
the best route. Cam has obliged them and he's going to get it done." 

Joel Farabee underwent disc replacement surgery in his cervical region 
during late June. The 22-year-old winger has played in all 32 games this 
season. 

"Similar area, but I think there are some differences," Fletcher said of 
Farabee's surgery in comparison to Atkinson's upcoming procedure. 
"We'll know more after surgery, let the surgeon get in there and then he'll 
give us an update." 

Starting next season, Atkinson will have two years left on his seven-year, 
$41.125 million contract ($5.875 million cap hit) that he originally signed 
with the Blue Jackets. The Flyers traded for Atkinson during the 2021 
summer in a deal that sent Jakub Voracek to Columbus. Atkinson has 
become one of the club's leaders. This season, he was expected to be 
an important buffer between his teammates and Tortorella given his 
experience with the head coach. 

"Nobody wants to play more than Cam," Fletcher said. "Especially with 
John, I think he was really looking forward to that, helping the team, we're 
struggling a bit and he's a guy that plays power play, penalty kill, 5-on-5, 
good defensively — he impacts the game in so many different ways, so 
clearly a very important part of our team." 

The Flyers entered Monday in a three-way tie for the NHL's second-
fewest goals per game at 2.41.  

In 2021-22, Atkinson put up 23 goals and 50 points. Had he not missed 
the final nine games of the season because of an injury, he likely would 
have finished as the Flyers' leading point man and goal scorer. 

The veteran winger scored a career-high 41 goals in 2018-19 with the 
Blue Jackets. 

"Credit to him for all the hard work he put in to try to get back," Owen 
Tippett said Monday. "Any time you have to get surgery and miss a good 
chunk of time, it's not ideal and it sucks. But it's obviously a huge loss for 
our team. The amount of offense and leadership he brings, it could have 
gone a long way this year. Hopefully it's a quick recovery for him." 

With the Flyers at 10-15-7 and handed another loss Monday, this season 
has become even more about next season. 

For Atkinson, his outlook shifted completely to next season. 

"I think we did a good job of protecting him from himself at times because 
he was antsy to go," Fletcher said, "but I think our group put together 
certain performance measures that he had to pass and get through in 
order to play. He just couldn't meet all of those. 

"That's what makes Cam so successful is he's somebody that has 
overcome the odds, pushes through, competes and battles — he doesn't 
want to give in." 
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Disconnect between Flyers’ Kevin Hayes and John Tortorella apparent in 
scratch decision 

 

By Charlie O'Connor 

Dec 19, 2022 

 

On Saturday, Philadelphia Flyers head coach John Tortorella made the 
surprising decision to scratch Kevin Hayes, the team’s leading scorer. 

Hayes declined to comment on Saturday. So after a day off Sunday, 
Hayes hit the ice for practice with full knowledge that he would be asked 
afterwards for his thoughts on the benching, and whether a veteran like 
him can take any benefit away from a scratch in terms of growing and 
learning. 

“I’m never gonna say there’s a benefit to being benched. I’m sorry,” 
Hayes responded. 

Hayes wasn’t done. 

“I don’t think I should have been benched, but it’s not my decision,” 
Hayes continued. “He’s the coach. I’m a player. He makes the lineup, he 
wants the best team on the ice to ultimately win, and that’s what he went 
with that night.” 

One should applaud Hayes for his honesty with the media, and by 
extension, the fans. But that’s not exactly the answer one would expect 
from a player on the same page with — or especially thrilled with — his 
coach at the moment. Nor does it sound like a player who concurs with 
his coach’s reasoning for the scratch. 

So is there a disconnect between the two of them? It sure sounds like it, 
though Tortorella disagreed when told of Hayes’ on-the-record comments 
just minutes later. 

“There’s no disconnect, as far as I’m concerned,” Tortorella said. “Kevin 
and I have had many conversations, conversations prior to this.” 

In Tortorella’s mind, he’s communicated to Hayes exactly why he’s 
dissatisfied with his recent play, and he believes he’s been truthful in that 
regard. 

“I don’t want to get into a public debate with Kevin, (through) you guys (in 
the media) as far as why,” he continued. “It’s one of the things I pride 
myself on, is being honest with a player. I think they deserve the honesty, 
whether it be good or bad. That is my job, is to be honest with them. So 
however Kevin feels about it, I don’t understand his thinking there. But 
again, I don’t know how he answered your question, or how the question 
was (phrased). I will never lie to a player about anything.” 

That said, it’s clear there is a disconnect between the two, at least in 
terms of what Tortorella wants out of Hayes, and what Hayes believes he 
is doing his best to provide. Tortorella, in short, thinks that Hayes isn’t 
even meeting him halfway on his demands to be a more conscientious 
defensive player, even at the less demanding position of wing. Hayes, at 
least today, sounded very much like a player who believes he’s being 
scapegoated for a few bad plays, and that his defensive play hasn’t been 
nearly as shoddy as Tortorella has made it out to be. 

“I’m gonna guess ‘be better defensively,'” Hayes answered when asked 
what he believes Tortorella wants to see from him and his game. 

But Hayes doesn’t appear to believe that’s quite fair. 

“Yeah, I mean, you can be benched, and everyone writes about ‘be 
better defensively,'” he continued later in the availability. “I try every night 
to be the best player I can be. Some nights it goes well for me, and some 
nights it doesn’t. I try to be consistent. He felt like I was doing worse for 
the team than better, so he decided not to play me.” 

Take the scratching itself. Many speculated in the immediate aftermath of 
Saturday’s news that it was driven by Hayes’ egregious turnover at the 
end of the second period on Thursday, given the fact that Hayes did not 
see another shift the rest of the game. And to be sure, it was an ugly 
turnover. Take a look. 

But Tortorella contended on Monday that turnover wasn’t the only reason 
why he chose to scratch Hayes. 

“When it comes to a scratch, it isn’t … I’m sure you guys think it’s 
because of a turnover, the turnover in the middle of the ice (against New 
Jersey),” he said. “I’m never scratching a player for one mistake. And this 
is where Kevin and I have had those conversations, much prior to him 
missing a game. So I’ll leave it at that. Let’s leave it at that. That’s fair.” 

It’s not merely “you guys” in the media who suspected that the turnover 
drove the scratching, though. Hayes himself strongly implied he did too. 

“I mean, I try my hardest every night to do the right things here. 
Sometimes things don’t go your way,” Hayes said. “I think the icing on 
the cake was the turnover in Jersey, but I don’t think … I think everyone 
on this team knows I wasn’t trying to turn the puck over. Come on. I 
mean, it’s a two-on-one the other way. If you’re doing that, if you’re 
wanting to do that, you’re insane. 

“So yeah, I guess I should have got the puck deep and who knows? 
Maybe I would have been in the lineup the next game. Maybe, I don’t 
know.” 

In Tortorella’s eyes, however, that’s missing the point. 

“As I said (before) — and I’m not trying to be coy — stuff happens, I have 
to make decisions on people,” he noted. “And these are standards (that 
are) held for everybody in this organization, no matter what draft pick, no 
matter what stature, no matter what you have, no matter what you’re 
thought about here, I have to hold the standard for everybody. And that’s 
how it’s going to be. I think that’s the proper way to build this hockey 
club. We’re going to stick by it.” 

And he has the support of general manager Chuck Fletcher, who 
confirmed he was consulted on the scratching before it happened. 

“Kevin has been a really good player for us this year, leading our team in 
scoring. I think there’s other areas of his game that John wants to see a 
little bit more out of,” Fletcher said. “The great thing about John — there’s 
no doghouse with John Tortorella. I mean, he makes his points, whether 
ice time or you sit for a bit or you miss a game, but you’re always gonna 
get that chance to get back in there.” 

And Hayes will get back in the lineup on Tuesday, Tortorella confirmed, 
when the Flyers face Columbus to kick off a three-games-in-four-nights 
run leading into the holiday break. 

“Kevin’s a really important part of our team,” Fletcher continued. “He’s a 
great person and a really important part of our team. I’m sure he’ll 
respond the right way.” 

However, if the player and coach remain not on the same page, it’s 
getting tougher to see how “responding the right way” even becomes a 
possibility. And if that remains the case … well, there’s a reason why 
Tortorella has stated repeatedly that he’s using this season as a way to 
determine who is part of the solution in Philadelphia and who isn’t, and 
there’s a reason why Sportsnet reporter Elliotte Friedman speculated on 
his ’32 Thoughts’ podcast of the possibility of a Hayes buyout in the 
offseason. 

This story isn’t going away anytime soon, even with Hayes slated to 
return to the Flyers’ lineup. Both Hayes and Tortorella’s comments on 
Monday made sure of that. 

The Hayes story wasn’t the only big one surrounding the Flyers on 
Monday. Clarity was finally provided regarding Cam Atkinson’s status. 

And it wasn’t the good kind of clarity. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 20, 2022 

 

In the morning, Anthony SanFilippo of Crossing Broad reported that 
Atkinson would soon have season-ending surgery for a “non-orthopedic” 
medical procedure and that the issue has the potential to be career-
threatening. A few hours later, the Flyers at long last revealed the details 
of Atkinson’s issue. 

Yes, Atkinson’s season is over. But it’s due to a neck injury, one that 
Atkinson could never quite get over. 

“He tried hard for a few months to rehab,” Fletcher explained. “He worked 
with our people, he worked with a couple of people he’s worked with 
before in Columbus that had helped him in the past. It just became clear 
… even as (recently as) last week, we thought he might even be able to 
play against the Rangers. He just couldn’t get over the hump. Then it 
became less of a focus about this year, and more of a focus on let’s get 
him right, let’s get him healthy for himself, but (also) so he can come 
back and play.” 

While there are some similarities to Joel Farabee’s offseason neck injury 
and subsequent surgery, the two situations aren’t identical. For starters, 
Atkinson really didn’t have a specific incident that caused the issue. 
Fletcher described it as more of a “wear-and-tear” injury, and the 
uncertainty surrounding that kind of problem played into the 
organization’s secrecy and inconsistency regarding his pending status. 
Don’t forget, Tortorella said just a few days before Game 1 of the regular 
season that he was confident Atkinson would play in the season-opener, 
and Atkinson himself told reporters just three weeks ago that he felt he 
was close to a return. 

“At times, he’d feel a lot better and be able to go out and shoot. You guys 
saw him out on the ice, and it looks like he’s getting closer,” Fletcher 
said. “But he just couldn’t get all the strength back that he needed to 
have to play. He just couldn’t get over that final hurdle. So it wasn’t like 
there was secrecy, as much as we were dealing with the information we 
had, and just hoping. He would get better day after day after day, three 
good days and then a bad day.” 

Atkinson clearly wanted to avoid having surgery if at all possible. But he 
was finally convinced to go that route after a recent appointment with his 
doctor. 

“When he spoke with this last doctor, I think the doctor kind of laid it out 
that, you might be able to come back and play if you continue to rehab,” 
Fletcher noted. “But you got to look at the bigger picture here, in terms of 
nerve irritation in your arm. If you want to get back to 100 percent for the 
long term, you need to do this. I think that really resonated with him. And 
again, this is after weeks and weeks of trying to come back. He made the 
right decision for him.” 

Fletcher expressed confidence that Atkinson — who has two seasons 
remaining on his contract at a $5.875 million cap hit — will be ready for 
next season, and that this isn’t a career-ending issue. Tortorella, who has 
been in regular communication with Atkinson throughout the process, 
relayed similar sentiments from Atkinson himself. But given the slower-
than-expected post-surgical recoveries of Hayes and Sean Couturier in 
recent years, it’s fair for fans to take an “I’ll believe it when I see it” 
approach to Atkinson’s 2023-24 post-surgery status. 

Regardless, the Flyers — a team that ranks second-to-last in the NHL in 
goals per game — will now be missing probably its best natural goal 
scorer for the remainder of the season. Not exactly a positive 
development, even if Atkinson can indeed successfully return next 
season. 

Additional tidbits 

Fletcher denied rumors that have flown over the past few weeks that 
Atkinson was dealing with a heart condition, either instead of or in 
addition to the neck injury. “No. Not at all,” he said. “Yeah, Elliotte 
Friedman just texted me (about that). And I said, no, thank goodness. 
Not that a neck is anything to laugh about, but you can go in and fix it. 
Which we’ll do and the doctor will do. But no, there’s no heart issue or 
anything like that.” 

Wade Allison will return to the Flyers lineup on Tuesday, about one-two 
weeks later than the original two-three week timetable provided by the 
organization on November 22. Why the delay? “I messed a lot of s— up,” 
Allison cracked. 

Bobby Brink is slated to see his doctor on December 22, and could be 
fully cleared in the wake of his hip surgery if all goes well. Brink has been 
skating with the Lehigh Valley Phantoms for weeks now, and he’d almost 
certainly begin his 2022-23 season in the AHL. But he’s nearing a return, 
even if he’ll have to work on getting fully into game shape before actually 
appearing in a competitive contest. 

Fletcher believes that Couturier’s recovery from his second back surgery 
is going well, and he could potentially be cleared for skating in a few 
weeks. Couturier is still looking at a late-February/early-March return-to-
play date at the earliest, however. 
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Flyers’ Cam Atkinson to undergo neck surgery, out for season 

 

By Charlie O'Connor and The Athletic Staff 

Dec 19, 2022 

 

Philadelphia Flyers forward Cam Atkinson will undergo neck surgery and 
miss the remainder of the season, the Flyers announced Monday. Here’s 
what you need to know: 

Atkinson had not yet played this season because of an upper-body injury 
sustained Sept. 25. 

Though it appeared he was possibly nearing his season debut after he 
indicated on Dec. 3 he was cleared for contact, Atkinson was placed on 
injured reserve over the weekend. 

The Flyers are also missing fellow veteran forward Sean Couturier, who 
had back surgery Oct. 29 and has an expected recovery time of three to 
four months. 

Flyers announce that Cam Atkinson will undergo neck surgery on 
Wednesday and is now out for the season. 

— Charlie O'Connor (@charlieo_conn) December 19, 2022 

Backstory 

Atkinson, 33, had 23 goals and 50 points in 70 games for the Flyers last 
season. The Flyers acquired him from the Columbus Blue Jackets in a 
trade for Jakub Voracek in July 2021. Atkinson has 236 goals and 452 
points in 700 career games over 11 NHL seasons with the Flyers and 
Blue Jackets. 

The Flyers are seventh in the Metropolitan Division with a 10-15-7 
record. 

What this means for Flyers and Atkinson going forward 

Atkinson had yet to play in a single game this season for the Flyers, so 
it’s not like their lineup takes a bigger hit with this news than it already 
had. That said, Atkinson is clearly one of the Flyers’ top offensive 
weapons — he scored 23 goals and 50 points for them in 73 games last 
season. For a club that lacks legitimate scoring threats now with Claude 
Giroux no longer on the team and Couturier recovering from his second 
back surgery this year, Atkinson’s return would have given the Flyers a 
big boost. Now, that boost won’t be coming. 

For the Flyers, it solidifies the fact that this team — currently with the 
sixth-worst points percentage in the NHL — almost certainly won’t be 
making a surprise second-half run at a playoff spot. They just don’t have 
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the horses up front to contend. The focus now should be on culture 
building under John Tortorella, and hopefully good lottery luck at the end 
of the season so that they can add a top-tier prospect to their pool 
heading into 2023-24. 

As for Atkinson, however, his focus is now on recovery. Neck injuries are 
tricky, and given his age (33) and wear and tear on his body (700 NHL 
games played), it’s fair to worry about the possibility of this ultimately 
becoming a career-threatening issue. That said, both Tortorella and 
general manager Chuck Fletcher expressed confidence on Monday that 
this surgery would resolve the problem and he would be back in 2023-24 
at 100 percent. Only time will tell if that will be the case. — O’Connor 
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