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Goalie Pyotr Kochetkov stars as Hurricanes beat Devils, take Metro Division lead 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes have been trying for more than a 
month to overtake the New Jersey Devils at the top of the 
Metropolitan Division standings. 

They now have the lead to themselves. 

With goalie Pyotr Kochetkov making all the big saves, the 
Hurricanes took a 4-1 victory Tuesday before a sellout crowd 
at PNC Arena to move into first place with their sixth straight 
win. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi gave the Canes (20-6-6) a rapid-fire goal 
to start the game, and Jordan Staal and Teuvo Teravainen 
scored in the second period – Teravainen with a short-
handed snipe. Stefan Noesen added a fourth goal for 
Carolina in the third period, chipping the puck off the goalie’s 
back, as the Canes’ fourth line continues to contribute. 

But the story of the game, the headliner, the No. 1 star, was 
Kochetkov. The rookie was a man in charge of his net, 
poised, using his speed post to post to make the stops, 
challenging everything that came his way, making 37 saves. 

“That’s a tough team to contain and it was nice to get the 
lead,” Staal said. “And ‘Koochie’ stole the rest of the show.” 

The Devils’ Jack Hughes, active and dangerous all game, 
got a puck past Kochetkov late in the game. But that was it 
as New Jersey (21-9-2), despite outshooting the Canes 38-
20, lost its sixth in a row. 

“It was kind of weird,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“We’ve been on the other end of that a lot and it doesn’t feel 
good. We weren’t very good and they were good. I give them 
a lot of credit. They were doing what they wanted to do. 

“We were able to capitalize on a few of their mistakes. It felt 
like we were chasing them most of the game but our goalie 
obviously was great tonight.” 

The Canes and Devils both entered the game with 44 points, 
although the Devils held first place with two more wins. The 
Hurricanes were 11 points behind New Jersey on Nov. 28, 
when the Devils were 19-4-0 and the talk of the league, but a 
9-0-1 run by the Hurricanes before Tuesday set up a near 
dead heat in the Metro. 

It took the Canes just 20 seconds to take the lead. Seth 
Jarvis got the puck to the net with a centering pass and 
Kotkaniemi punched it past Devils goalie Vitek Vanecek for 
his fourth of the season on what Brind’Amour said might 
have been Carolina’s best shift of the game. 

The Hurricanes then scored twice in a busy second period, 
had another goal nullified after a review and had Derek 
Stepan miss an open net on a rebound. 

Carolina once again scored quickly in the period – only to 
have a Martin Necas goal overturned. Defenseman Brent 
Burns did some nifty stickhandling and set up Necas 
perfectly 70 seconds into the period, but the goal was 
challenged by Devils coach Lindy Ruff and it was ruled 
Necas had been offside. 

Staal had an answer for that. After defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin lifted the puck out of the Canes end into the neutral 
zone, Staal took a touch pass from Jordan Martinook and 
rifled a top-shelf shot past Vanecek from the left circle. 

No challenge on that one. Staal had his ninth of the season, 
his team-leading fifth in December, and the Canes a 2-0 
lead. 

“That was a big part of the game,” Brind’Amour said. “It was 
a great play by ‘Burnsy’ and it’s too bad it didn’t count.” 

Then, Teravainen struck for his shorthanded goal. 

With the Canes killing off a Jalen Chatfield penalty, 
Teravainen had an opening on the right wing. The winger 
zipped a shot through the Devils’ Alexander Holtz and past 
Vanecek, who was lifted after the second period for 
Mackenzie Blackwood. 

Through it all, Kochetkov made the stops, improving his 
record to 10-1-4. On one second-period play, Hughes used 
his quickness to drive the net, only to have Kochetkov stand 
his ground and Hughes to go skidding across the ice. 

“He looks like he’s been around forever,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He’s very poised in there. It feels like he belongs and he’s 
obviously proven it so far.” 

As for taking the Metro lead, Brind’Amour said: “We want to 
be there at the end of the year.” 
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Hurricanes strike early, rely on Kochetkov in win over Devils 
Carolina has points in 12 straight after the 4-1 win 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes scored on the game’s opening 
shift to force the Devils to chase the game. Then Carolina 
chased New Jersey’s goalie. 

The Hurricanes got goals from Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Jordan 
Staal and Teuvo Teravainen and were never really 
threatened despite nearly getting doubled up in shots in a 4-
1 win in front of a sellout crowd Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

Kotkaniemi needed just 20 seconds to put Carolina ahead for 
good. 

After nearly jamming in the puck seconds before, Kotkaniemi 
and the Hurricanes reset in the New Jersey end. 
Defenseman Calvin de Haan passed to Seth Jarvis in the 
corner, and the second-year player — playing his 100th NHL 
game — went back to Kotkaniemi, who backhanded the puck 
past Vitek Vanecek for his fourth goal of the season and a 1-
0 Carolina lead just 20 seconds into the game. 

“That’s pretty big,” Kotkaniemi said. “You’re competing for 
the same points, so it’s good to get a nice start there right 
away, get the crowd going on our side.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour called it “probably our 
best shift of the game” as the Devils carried play and outshot 
Carolina 38-20. 

But the Hurricanes’ secret weapon — their red-hot rookie 
goalie — wouldn’t let New Jersey back in the game. 

Pyotr Kochetkov made 37 saves, not allowing a goal until 
there were under five minutes remaining and improving to 
10-1-4 on the season as the Hurricanes extended their point 
streak to 12 games. 

“He stole the show, for sure,” Staal said. “He was our best 
player by far.” 

Vanecek, meanwhile, lasted just 40 minutes, allowing three 
goals on 13 shots and getting pulled after two periods. 

Carolina exposed his glove hand twice in the second period 
to pad its lead. 

After a Martin Necas goal was disallowed just 69 seconds 
into the middle frame, a flip by Carolina defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin was settled by Jordan Martinook near center ice, and 

he dished to Staal on the left wing. The Carolina captain 
entered the New Jersey zone and called his own number, 
ripping a shot past Vanecek for his ninth goal and a 2-0 lead 
at 4:17 of the second. 

“I just closed my eyes and hoped it goes in,” Staal said. 

Just over two minutes later on the penalty kill, Teuvo 
Teravainen seemed to sense Vanecek’s struggles, quickly 
wristing a shot through Alexander Holtz’s legs and past the 
Devils goalie’s glove for a 3-0 lead at 6:21 of the middle 
frame. 

“We need him on the scoresheet, at the end of the day,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I think lately he’s been getting on the 
scoresheet, which is good.” 

The Devils finally solved Kochetkov when Jack Hughes 
came in off the right wing and shot past the rookie’s blocker 
with 4:36 left. 

But Carolina quickly responded as Stefan Noesen, set up 
behind the Devils’ goal, banked a shot in off backup 
Mackenzie Blackwood’s elbow and in for his sixth goal of the 
season and first against his former team. 

“He’s good around the net,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s very 
crafty. That was a big goal because, we were up two, but it 
just kind of put the game away.” 

It also put the Devils behind Carolina in the Metropolitan 
Division. 

On Dec. 9, New Jersey held a nine-point lead in the Metro, 
but just 11 days later the Hurricanes have passed the Devils 
for sole possession of first. 

“We want to be there at the end of the year,” Brind’Amour 
said when asked if being in first meant anything. “So yeah, to 
do that — as I said it’s two points. It’s allowing us to push 
toward that. But it’s not a standings time right now.” 

Notes: The Devils’ 18-shot advantage was the most against 
the Hurricanes this season. The previous high was five. … 
The shorthanded goal was the fifth of Teravainen’s career. 
… Staal has the game-winning goals in consecutive games, 
the first time he’s done that since coming to Carolina. The 
last time he had back-to-back game-winning goals was in the 
2010-11 season when he had them on Jan. 12 and Jan. 15 
with the Penguins. 
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Recap: Canes Take First In The Metro With Sixth Straight Win 
Point streak moves to 12 games with a 4-1 victory over New 
Jersey 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes took sole 
possession of first place in the Metropolitan Division Tuesday 
night with a commanding 4-1 victory over the New Jersey 
Devils. 

The Story 

Putting their five-game win streak on the line, the Canes 
wasted next to no time in getting the game started on the 
right foot. 

In fact, they took just 20 seconds. 

A feed from the corner by Seth Jarvis, playing in his 100th 
NHL game, gave Jesperi Kotkaniemi a golden chance in 
front, one he would not miss. The fourth goal of the season 
for #82 set the tone for what would be a successful night for 
his club. 

The early goal proved pivotal for the home club though, as 
New Jersey would push back with a strong effort over the 
remaining 19 minutes of the frame. Outshooting the Canes 
13-7 through the first 20 minutes, Pyotr Kochetkov was once 
again a pivotal portion of the effort for Rod Brind'Amour's 
squad. 

As the rookie held the door shut in his team's own end of the 
ice, Carolina was able to turn up the tempo on offense in the 
middle frame. After a magnificent individual effort by Brent 
Burns that set up a Martin Necas goal was wiped off the 
board due to a successful offsides challenge fewer than 
three minutes into the frame, Jordan Staal solidified a 
second tally for his club in the following 90 seconds. 

The Captain sniped a wrist shot over the glove of Vanacek 
for the first of two Canes goals in the period. 

The team's second came via Teuvo Teravainen just 2:04 
later, giving Carolina a commanding 3-0 lead and eventually 
ending the night for Vanacek in net. 

As the game advanced to the third period and the later 
stages of it, Kochetkov was robbed of his third shutout in two 
weeks by a well-placed shot on the rush by 2019 first overall 
selection Jack Hughes. It was the only shot out of 38 to beat 
the rookie all night, giving him his second-highest save total 
of the season. 

But before the game could reach the final horn at 3-1, Stefan 
Noesen earned his third goal in four games with a must-see 
effort. 

The sixth marker of the season for #23 would close out the 
contest, moving Carolina's win streak to six and their point 
streak to 12 games.  

They Said It 

Jordan Staal discussing the importance of getting the game's 
first goal in the opening minute and the role it played on the 
rest of the game... 

"It always helps. We made it hard for them to come back and 
it might have been a big reason why we gave up a bunch of 
shots. We were trying to contain them but they're a tough 
team to contain. It was nice to get the early lead and then 
Koochie stole the rest of it for us from there." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi on the play of Pyotr Kochetkov in net... 

"It was one of those nights where you really need a good 
goalie and he was there, standing on his head. That's what 
good teams need if you want to go far." 

Rod Brind'Amour summarizing his thoughts on the contest 
as a whole... 

"We weren't very good and they were, so give them a lot of 
credit. They did what they wanted to do, we were just able to 
capitalize on a few of their mistakes. We started great and I 
thought we were ready to go, but that was our best shift of 
the game, really. We just weren't real tight with what we 
needed to do. It felt like we were chasing them most of the 
game but our goalie was obviously great tonight." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes move to 20-6-6 and took sole 
possession of first place in the Metropolitan Division 
with the victory. 

 With their point streak of 12 games, the team is now 
just one shy of matching the franchise record. The 
team has had two 13-game point streaks since 
2017. 

 Pyotr Kochetkov improves to 10-1-4 with the win. 
He has now won five consecutive starts. 

 Seth Jarvis played in his 100th NHL game tonight. 
The 20-year-old has now produced 56 points, giving 
him the third most points by any player from the 
2020 draft class through their first 100 games. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to practice on Wednesday before 
a road-home back-to-back on Thursday and Friday against 
the Penguins and Flyers. 
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Kochetkov, Hurricanes top Devils to extend point streak to 12 
Goalie makes 37 saves; Hughes scores for New Jersey 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

Recap: CAR 4, NJD 1 

Pyotr Kochetkov stopped 37 of the 38 shots he faced, 
Jaccob Slavin posted a 2 point night, as Hurricanes extend 
their point streak to 12 games 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Pyotr Kochetkov made 37 saves, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes extended their point streak to 12 games 
with a 4-1 win against the New Jersey Devils at PNC Arena 
on Tuesday. 

Kochetkov made 14 saves in the second period, including 
stopping forward Jesper Bratt with his right skate on a 
breakaway with 31 seconds remaining in the period. 

"He stole the show for sure, 'Kuchie' was our best player by 
far," Carolina captain Jordan Staal said. "Not our best [as a 
team]. They created a lot of offense and got us on our heels 
a little bit." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Staal scored, and Jaccob Slavin had 
two assists for the Hurricanes (20-6-6), who have won six 
straight and are 10-0-2 during the point streak. Carolina 
moved two points ahead of New Jersey for first in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

"We weren't very good, and they were good. I give them a lot 
of credit for doing what they wanted to do," Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "We were able to capitalize on a few 
of their mistakes. Our goalie obviously was great tonight." 

Jack Hughes scored, and Bratt had an assist for the Devils 
(21-9-2), who have lost six in a row and ended a 12-game 
road point streak (11-1-1). 

"Missed nets on some great opportunities, in on breakaways 
[when] we don't score," New Jersey coach Lindy Ruff said. 
"There was a lot of stuff I thought we did really well. We had 
about four breakdowns and three of them on goals. When we 
beat ourselves on those goals and you're not scoring, we 
needed to hang around the game a little bit tighter." 

Vitek Vanecek allowed three goals on 13 shots before being 
replaced at the start of the third period by Mackenzie 
Blackwood, who made six saves. Blackwood, who was 
recalled Monday from a conditioning stint with Utica of the 
American Hockey League, made his first NHL appearance 
since sustaining an MCL sprain Nov. 3 against the Edmonton 
Oilers. 

Kotkaniemi gave Carolina a 1-0 lead 20 seconds into the first 
period when he received a pass from Seth Jarvis and scored 
on his own rebound at the top of the crease. 

"That's pretty big. We get a nice start there right away, get 
the crowd going on our side," Kotkaniemi said. "It was not 
our best game tonight, but it's good to get early on the 
board." 

Staal scored off the rush with a wrist shot from the left face-
off circle past Vanecek's glove to extend it to 2-0 at 4:17 of 
the second period. 

Teuvo Teravainen made it 3-0 at 6:21 with a short-handed 
goal. Teravainen received a pass from Slavin in the neutral 
zone and scored from above the right circle through the legs 
of Devils forward Alexander Holtz. 

"Too many odd-man rushes. It cost us goals," New Jersey 
captain Nico Hischier said. "It wasn't lacking on compete 
tonight. I think we battled hard. We're just beating ourselves 
right now and that's definitely frustrating. 

"At some point, it's not acceptable anymore. We've just got 
to be smarter. We're beating ourselves here." 

Hughes cut it to 3-1 at 15:24 of the third period when he cut 
around Teravainen and scored low blocker before Stefan 
Noesen flipped a shot off Blackwood's back from behind the 
goal line at 16:46 for the 4-1 final. 

Noesen extended his point streak to four games (three goals, 
one assist). 

"He's good around the net. He's very crafty," Brind'Amour 
said. "That was a big goal. It kind of put the game away." 

NOTES: Kochetkov has won five starts in a row and is 8-0-2 
in his past 10 games (nine starts), tying Cam Ward for the 
Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers franchise record (8-0-2 in 2017-
18; 6-0-4 in 2015-16; 9-0-1 in 2008-09).  … New Jersey is 
11-2-1 on the road, including a 5-1 loss to the Philadelphia 
Flyers on Oct. 13 to open the season. ... Staal has scored 
the game-winning goal in consecutive games for the first 
time with Carolina, including a 3-2 win against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Sunday. … Jarvis played his 100th NHL game. 
… Vanecek played his 100th NHL game (94th start). … 
Hurricanes defenseman Brent Burns played his 1,283rd NHL 
game, tying former Devils defenseman Ken Danyeko for 
22nd among defensemen in League history. 
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Canes beat Devils, move into 1st in Metropolitan Division 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored 20 
seconds into the game and rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov 
stopped the first 35 shots he faced as the Carolina 
Hurricanes beat the struggling New Jersey Devils 4-1 on 
Tuesday night in a matchup of Metropolitan Division leaders. 

Jordan Staal, Teuvo Teravainen and Stefan Noesen also 
scored for the Hurricanes, who have a 12-game points streak 
and moved into first place in the division, two points ahead of 
the Devils. Jaccob Slavin had two assists. 

“It’s two points,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said after 
his team improved to 7-1-0 against Metropolitan Division 
foes. “It’s not a standings time for me.” 

Kochetkov made 37 saves overall, including a stop on 
Jesper Bratt’s breakaway in the final 30 seconds of the 
second period. 

“I feel like they were doing what they wanted to do,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We were able to capitalize on a few of 
their mistakes.” 

The Devils lost their sixth straight game. A stunning downfall 
considering New Jersey lost only four times through the end 
of November — a span of 23 games. 

Jack Hughes scored with 4:36 remaining as the Devils, who 
trailed 3-0 at the time, avoided their first shutout of the 
season. Hughes leads New Jersey with 17 goals. 

Devils goalie Vitek Vanecek stopped 10 of 13 shots in two 
periods before being pulled in favor of Mackenzie 
Blackwood, who made six saves. 

The Hurricanes put three shots on goal in the game’s first 20 
seconds. Kotkaniemi knocked in his own rebound for his 
fourth goal and the fastest score to start a game for Carolina 
since a goal 12 seconds into a Feb. 16, 2020, game against 
Edmonton. 

“It’s good to get a nice start there right away,” Kotkaniemi 
said. 

Brind’Amour called that the Hurricanes’ best shift of the 
game. 

“That’s a tough team to contain, so it was always nice to get 
the lead,” Staal said. 

That’s not the early tone the Devils needed. 

“Terrible play by us,” Devils coach Lindy Ruff said. “We beat 
ourselves on the goals against.” 

Staal’s goal came at 4:17 of the second period. He beat the 
Devils down the ice in transition on the left side and drilled 
the puck past Vanecek. 

Just over two minutes later, Teravainen scored a short-
handed goal that gave the Hurricanes a 3-0 lead. 

Through two periods, the Devils built a 27-13 advantage in 
shots on goal. 

The Devils were 0-for-4 on power plays, but Ruff described 
those as providing great moments without desired results. 

“It comes down to execution,” he said. 

HIS TURN AGAIN 

Kochetkov has played in nine of Carolina’s last 10 games, 
with eight starts among those. His record is 10-1-4. 

“It’s just a question of how much do you play him when 
you’re in that groove,” Brind’Amour said. “You got to be 
cognizant of the wear and tear.” 

By going 8-0-2 in his last 10 games, he’s tied for the longest 
points streak by a goalie in franchise history. 

WELCOME BACK 

Blackwood played for the first time since Nov. 3 after missing 
time with a knee sprain. 

“It feels good to be back,” he said. “Obviously not ideal 
tonight.” 

The Devils have two more games this week and Blackwood 
figures to be part of the plan. 

“(Good) to get him a little feel,” Ruff said. “I liked what I saw.” 

ICE MATTERS 

The Devils made a goalie change for just the second time in 
the past month. … The Hurricanes have two short-handed 
goals this season. It was New Jersey’s second allowed 
short-handed goal. 

UP NEXT  

Devils: At Florida on Wednesday night. 

Hurricanes: At Pittsburgh on Thursday night.
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Carolina brings 6-game win streak into matchup with Pittsburgh 
Carolina Hurricanes (20-6-6, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Pittsburgh Penguins (19-9-4, third in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

Pittsburgh; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes are looking to 
extend a six-game win streak with a victory over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Pittsburgh is 5-1-1 against the Metropolitan Division and 19-
9-4 overall. The Penguins have a +19 scoring differential, 
with 110 total goals scored and 91 allowed. 

Carolina is 7-1-0 against the Metropolitan Division and 20-6-
6 overall. The Hurricanes have gone 8-1-0 in games they 
convert at least one power play. 

The teams square off Thursday for the sixth time this 
season. The Hurricanes won the previous meeting 3-2. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sidney Crosby has 18 goals and 24 
assists for the Penguins. Jake Guentzel has five goals and 
eight assists over the past 10 games. 

Sebastian Aho has scored 11 goals with 16 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Jordan Staal has five goals and one assist over 
the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Penguins: 8-1-1, averaging 3.4 goals, 6.2 
assists, 3.3 penalties and 6.6 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.1 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 9-0-1, averaging 3.5 goals, 5.2 assists, 3.5 
penalties and seven penalty minutes while giving up 2.1 
goals per game. 

INJURIES: Penguins: Ryan Poehling: day to day (upper 
body), Jeff Petry: out (upper-body), Jason Zucker: out (lower-
body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Sebastian Aho: day to day (lower body), Max Pacioretty: out 
(achilles). 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Canes extend point streak to 12 with 4-1 win over Devils 
The Carolina Hurricanes — led once again by Pyotr 
Kochetkov — beat the Devils 4-1 Tuesday night to jump to 
the lead in the Metro. 

By Alec Sawyer  

Led by yet another exceptional performance in net from 
Pyotr Kochetkov, the Carolina Hurricanes extended their 
point streak to 12 games and win streak to six games with a 
4-1 win over the New Jersey Devils Tuesday night in PNC 
Arena.  

Kochetkov was on one from the very start, stopping 37 of 38 
shots faced while making a handful of phenomenal, highlight-
reel saves along the way before finally conceding to Jack 
Hughes in the final five minutes of the game.  

Kochetkov was aided by an almost immediate lead in the 
contest, too, as Jesperi Kotkaniemi found the back of the net 
just 20 seconds into the game. Jordan Staal and Teuvo 
Teravainen both unleashed snipes in the second period, 

while Stefan Noesen rounded out the scoring with a bank 
shot off Mackenzie Blackwood late in the game.  

On the other end of the ice, Vitek Vanecek had an absolute 
stinker of a game for the Devils, stopping just 10 of 13 shots 
faced in the first two periods before making way for 
Blackwood for the final 20 minutes. Blackwood wasn’t 
remarkable, stopping six of seven shots faced.  

The Canes couldn’t have drawn up a better start if they 
wanted to, as Kotkaniemi opened the scoring just 20 
overwhelming seconds from the Canes into the game. 
Carolina got the puck and immediately attacked, as a flurry 
of chances paid off with Kotkaniemi gathering the puck in 
front of net and backhanding in his own rebound to make it 
1-0. 

Seth Jarvis, playing in his 100th NHL game, got on the 
scoresheet early with the assist, gathering the puck in the 
corner and slotting it to Kotkaniemi for the score.  
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New Jersey responded well from the early Carolina outburst, 
though, and after controlling the game for a few minutes 
earned a very soft tripping penalty against Martin Necas. The 
penalty kill wasn’t great as the Devils piled on chances, but 
Kochetkov made some huge, huge stops to keep it 1-0 and 
keep the early momentum with the home team.  

The Hurricanes thought they had scored early in a period 
once again, as Brent Burns skated through New Jersey’s 
defense and set up Necas for a clean, open-net one-timer, 
which he blasted home.  

However, Lindy Ruff challenged for an offside as Burns 
entered the zone, a successful call that took the Carolina 
goal off the board.  

The Canes got a second power play of the game shortly 
after, which was better than an abysmal man advantage in 
the first period but not all too much better. However, Staal 
officially made it 2-0 shortly after that power play came to an 
end, skating into the circle and rifling a snipe past Vanecek.  

The Hurricanes went to the penalty kill, but that didn’t stop 
the moment. Teravainen unleashed a wickedly quick dart as 
he carried the puck into the zone, beating Vanecek easily to 
make it 3-0 with a shorthanded effort.  

Carolina should have made it 4-0 later in the middle period 
but didn’t, as Derek Stepan whiffed on a puck on a wide, 
wide, wide-open net after a great breakout pass from the 
Canes.  

The Hurricanes carried the 3-0 lead into the second 
intermission, again thanks to some late-period heroics from 
Kochetkov.  

The Devils switched to Blackwood to start the third, which 
played out mostly the same as the first two periods. 
Kochetkov made some more great saves, but was eventually 
beat by Hughes to cut Carolina’s lead to 3-1.  

But Noesen got it right back with a tricky little goal, picking up 
the puck behind New Jersey’s net and smashing one off 
Blackwood’s back and in to make it 4-1.  

With the win, the Hurricanes extended their point streak to 12 
games, now just one shy of tying the franchise record. They 
also jumped to the lead in the Metro Division, having come 
into the game tied on 44 points with the Devils.  

The Hurricanes will look to keep it rolling Thursday night in 
Pittsburgh against a Penguins team that has already been 
involved in two of the games during this 12-game point 
streak.  

They Said It 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On winning a game where they didn’t dominant the shot 
total: We’ve been on the other end of that a lot. It doesn’t feel 

good. We weren’t very good, and they were good. Give them 
a lot of credit. They did what they wanted to do, and we were 
able to capitalize on a few of their mistakes. We started 
great, obviously. But that was about our best shift of the 
game, really. We weren’t real tight with what we wanted to 
do. I felt like we were chasing them for most of the game. But 
our goalie obviously was great tonight.  

On the team responding well to the overturned Burns goal 
and scoring soon after: It was a great play by Burns. It was 
too bad it didn’t count. We had a few really nice individual 
efforts for goals tonight, or non-goals. But to your point, it 
was nice that the next shift we didn’t go the other way with it.  

On being in the lead in the Metro: We want to be there at the 
end of the year. But it’s two points. It’s allowing us to push 
towards that. But it’s not standings time for me right now.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

On scoring so early on: That’s pretty big. We’re competing 
for the same points. It’s nice to get the good start there right 
away and get the crowd going on our side. It felt good.  

On making New Jersey chase the game with that early goal: 
You always wish that you start with a good feeling when a 
goal goes in. It was not our best game tonight, but it was 
good to get the win.  

On Kochetkov: It was one of those nights where we really 
needed the goalie, and he was there standing on his head. 
That’s what good teams need if they want to go far.  

Jordan Staal 

On Kochetkov: He stole the show, for sure. He was our best 
player, by far. We had a couple of other contributors, but it 
was not our best game. They’re a good team that creates a 
lot of offense, and they got us on our heels a little bit. We’d 
like to play a little better, but we had some big plays by 
[Kochetkov] and some other guys to get us through this one.  

On his goal: I just closed my eyes and hoped it goes in.  

On getting up early: It helps. It always helps in this league. 
It’s hard to come back. I think that’s a reason we may have 
given up a little too many shots. We were trying to contain, 
and that’s a tough team to contain. It’s always nice to get the 
lead, and [Kochetkov] stole the rest of the show.  
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Kochet-Clause shorts Devils for Christmas; Canes rout New Jersey 4-1  

By Sam Overton and Joey Biancone 

The Carolina Hurricanes secured the Metropolitan Division lead with a statement 4-1 win against the New Jersey Devils on 
Tuesday, Dec. 20 at PNC Arena. 

Goalie Pyotr Kochetkov was, once again, Carolina’s star of the evening. The netminder saved 37 of 38 shots to earn the 
Hurricanes’ 20th win of the season. 

Although Carolina came away with the win, some aspects of the game were lacking. The Hurricanes went 0-4 on the power play 
and only had 20 total shots on goal through 60 minutes, way below the team’s average of 34. 

“We weren’t really good, and they were good,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “I give them a lot of credit. I feel like they were 
doing what they wanted to do — we were just able to capitalize on a few of their mistakes. Generally, we started great… but that 
was about our best shift of the game, honestly.” 

Center Jesperi Kotkaniemi didn’t waste time, notching Carolina’s first goal a mere 20 seconds into the first frame after a small 
skirmish in the crease. Assisted by center Seth Jarvis, who played his 100th NHL game with the Hurricanes Tuesday evening, 
Kotkaniemi’s biscuit lit a fire behind a team eager to beat the Devils. 

That being said, their good looks didn’t last for long — Carolina appeared a little sloppy on the passing front throughout the 
remainder of the first period, whiffing on easy shots and failing to connect. New Jersey outshot the Hurricanes 13-7 after the first 
20, putting some pressure on Carolina to reciprocate. 

Penalty play across the board was pretty abysmal in the first frame — the Hurricanes just couldn’t find their footing despite a one-
man advantage — but Carolina’s penalty kill remained steady through the third period. Kochetkov looked better than ever, and it 
was mostly his tight goaltending that prevented New Jersey from capitalizing on a power play. 

“Koochie was our best player by far,” said center Jordan Staal. “We had a couple of other key contributors, but not our best game 
for sure. They’re a good team, they’ve created a lot of offense and got us on our heels a little bit. We’d like to play a little better, but 
we had some big plays [from] Koochie and other guys to help us get through this one.” 

Carolina’s offensive play rebounded mightily in the second frame for a comfortable 3-0 lead over the Devils. Staal and left wing 
Teuvo Teravainen scored back-to-back goals within two minutes, shortly after referees recalled center Martin Necas’ goal early in 
the second frame. 

After scoring his first goal of the season this past Saturday against the Dallas Stars, Teravainen’s shorty marked the Hurricanes’ 
second shorthanded goal of the season. Staal’s goal marked his second in as many games, putting the captain on a hot streak 
heading into a tough couple weeks of competition. 

New Jersey pulled goaltender Vitek Vanecek in favor of fellow netminder Mackenzie Blackwood at the top of the third period — an 
unsurprising move, since the Devils’ 27-13 lead in shots on goal didn’t quite reflect Carolina’s convincing 3-0 lead. 

Kochetkov was denied his third shutout of the season by New Jersey center Jack Hughes, who leads the Devils in points, goals 
and assists. In response, right wing Stefan Noesen sealed the game less than two minutes later with an unassisted goal off of 
Blackwood’s back to raise Carolina’s advantage to 4-1. 

Gameplay ended on a minor penalty on New Jersey defenseman Dougie Hamilton, a former Hurricane himself. Although Carolina 
ultimately wasn’t able to capitalize on its fourth and final power play of the night, its three-point advantage was all it needed to 
extend its winning streak to six games and top the Metropolitan division. 

“I have always had confidence in the group,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s the old saying — let’s win the day, and that’s the way we have 
to approach [games].” 

The Hurricanes will head to Pittsburgh for a day trip to play the Penguins for the second time this week. Puck drop is Thursday, Dec 
22 at 7 p.m. 
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Is Carolina Hurricanes GM Don Waddell Underrated? 
The Carolina Hurricanes have been Stanley Cup contenders 
for a few years now. Rod Brind'Amour has gotten lots of 
credit, but what about GM Don Waddell? 

By Adam Proteau 

It’s many an old columnist’s favorite topic – someone in the 
field they cover who doesn’t get enough respect for what 
they’ve achieved. And for this writer, when it comes to the 
NHL, if there’s one GM who doesn’t get enough respect, it’s 
Carolina Hurricanes GM Don Waddell.  

The 64-year-old doesn’t seek out accolades and hype. 
Instead, rather quietly, he’s built the Hurricanes into a team 
that’s on a points percentage of .707 or higher this season 
and in the past two seasons.  

This comes after Waddell painstakingly brought the Atlanta 
Thrashers from expansion fodder status to a 43-28-11 mark 
before he was dismissed in 2010. Stanley Cup playoff 
success eluded Waddell in Atlanta, shortly before the 
franchise relocated to Winnipeg.  

But after joining the Carolina organization in 2014, Waddell 
was promoted to GM in 2018 – and the four years that have 
followed have seen the Hurricanes slowly morph into a Cup 
frontrunner.  

Waddell just joined the 500-win club as a GM, passing such 
greats as the late Pat Quinn (497), Serge Savard (483) and 
Pierre Lacroix (473).  

And he’s doing his best work in Carolina.  

When he was promoted from acting GM, Waddell could’ve 
gone outside the team for a new coach, but he went internal 
again, promoting assistant coach Rod Brind’Amour to the 
position. Brind’Amour has proven to be one of the best 
bench bosses in the NHL, proving from the very beginning – 
when he went 46-29-7 in his first year as Carolina’s head 
coach – that he knew how to get the best out of the players 
he was given.  

Waddell has thrived with the Hurricanes in part because he’s 
unafraid to swing for the fences on the trade front.  

Indeed, less than two months after he was named Carolina’s 
GM, Waddell pulled off his first of many blockbuster-level 
moves when he sent star defenseman Noah Hanifin and top-
six center Elias Lindholm to Calgary for defensemen Dougie 

Hamilton and Adam Fox, and forward Micheal Ferland. Less 
than three months into his tenure, Waddell traded winger Jeff 
Skinner to Buffalo. Soon enough, he would wring a first-
round pick out of Toronto for taking on Patrick Marleau’s 
contract.  

It’s true Waddell hasn’t always been the winner in his trade 
exploits, but the point is he’s a calculated gambler who has 
his fingerprint firmly on the Hurricanes’ roster this season – 
the same group that is currently on a five-game win streak 
and now is tied with New Jersey for the best points total in 
the Metropolitan Division.  

Waddell traded for veteran blueliner Brent Burns last 
summer, and he boldly acquired former Montreal and Vegas 
star forward Max Pacioretty. Although Pacioretty hasn’t 
played this year due to injury, when he does return, 
Carolina’s offensive attack will be boosted significantly.  

Waddell is aided in his work by an actively-aggressive owner 
in Tom Dundon, but Waddell has got to be given his due. 
He’s brought in a slew of players over the years, and he isn’t 
intimidated by the optics of allowing some of his trade 
acquisitions to move on if he couldn’t fit them into his payroll 
or he saw other players he liked better. 

In short, you have to be fearless and relentless in crafting 
your vision of a winning team, and Waddell has been that for 
Carolina. 

Another current NHL GM – Philadelphia Flyers GM Chuck 
Fletcher – also recently joined the 500-career-wins club. And 
although Fletcher has been GM for 83 fewer games than 
Waddell, the present state of the Canes and Flyers shows 
that Waddell has put his team in a position to win it all, while 
Fletcher tried to turn around Philadelphia but is currently 
watching the Flyers sink to second-last place in the Metro, 13 
standings points and three teams away from the fourth spot 
in the division.  

Fletcher has a bigger profile in Philly, but Waddell is the 
better architect for a true Cup frontrunner. Hurricanes fans 
know they’ve got a keeper with their current GM, and it’s high 
time the rest of the NHL acknowledges Waddell is one of the 
best minds in the hockey business. 
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Goalie Pyotr Kochetkov stars as Hurricanes beat Devils, take Metro 
Division lead 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have been trying for more than a month to 
overtake the New Jersey Devils at the top of the Metropolitan Division 
standings. 

They now have the lead to themselves. 

With goalie Pyotr Kochetkov making all the big saves, the Hurricanes 
took a 4-1 victory Tuesday before a sellout crowd at PNC Arena to move 
into first place with their sixth straight win. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi gave the Canes (20-6-6) a rapid-fire goal to start the 
game, and Jordan Staal and Teuvo Teravainen scored in the second 
period – Teravainen with a short-handed snipe. Stefan Noesen added a 
fourth goal for Carolina in the third period, chipping the puck off the 
goalie’s back, as the Canes’ fourth line continues to contribute. 

But the story of the game, the headliner, the No. 1 star, was Kochetkov. 
The rookie was a man in charge of his net, poised, using his speed post 
to post to make the stops, challenging everything that came his way, 
making 37 saves. 

“That’s a tough team to contain and it was nice to get the lead,” Staal 
said. “And ‘Koochie’ stole the rest of the show.” 

The Devils’ Jack Hughes, active and dangerous all game, got a puck 
past Kochetkov late in the game. But that was it as New Jersey (21-9-2), 
despite outshooting the Canes 38-20, lost its sixth in a row. 

“It was kind of weird,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We’ve been 
on the other end of that a lot and it doesn’t feel good. We weren’t very 
good and they were good. I give them a lot of credit. They were doing 
what they wanted to do. 

“We were able to capitalize on a few of their mistakes. It felt like we were 
chasing them most of the game but our goalie obviously was great 
tonight.” 

The Canes and Devils both entered the game with 44 points, although 
the Devils held first place with two more wins. The Hurricanes were 11 
points behind New Jersey on Nov. 28, when the Devils were 19-4-0 and 
the talk of the league, but a 9-0-1 run by the Hurricanes before Tuesday 
set up a near dead heat in the Metro. 

It took the Canes just 20 seconds to take the lead. Seth Jarvis got the 
puck to the net with a centering pass and Kotkaniemi punched it past 
Devils goalie Vitek Vanecek for his fourth of the season on what 
Brind’Amour said might have been Carolina’s best shift of the game. 

The Hurricanes then scored twice in a busy second period, had another 
goal nullified after a review and had Derek Stepan miss an open net on a 
rebound. 

Carolina once again scored quickly in the period – only to have a Martin 
Necas goal overturned. Defenseman Brent Burns did some nifty 
stickhandling and set up Necas perfectly 70 seconds into the period, but 
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the goal was challenged by Devils coach Lindy Ruff and it was ruled 
Necas had been offside. 

Staal had an answer for that. After defenseman Jaccob Slavin lifted the 
puck out of the Canes end into the neutral zone, Staal took a touch pass 
from Jordan Martinook and rifled a top-shelf shot past Vanecek from the 
left circle. 

No challenge on that one. Staal had his ninth of the season, his team-
leading fifth in December, and the Canes a 2-0 lead. 

“That was a big part of the game,” Brind’Amour said. “It was a great play 
by ‘Burnsy’ and it’s too bad it didn’t count.” 

Then, Teravainen struck for his shorthanded goal. 

With the Canes killing off a Jalen Chatfield penalty, Teravainen had an 
opening on the right wing. The winger zipped a shot through the Devils’ 
Alexander Holtz and past Vanecek, who was lifted after the second 
period for Mackenzie Blackwood. 

Through it all, Kochetkov made the stops, improving his record to 10-1-4. 
On one second-period play, Hughes used his quickness to drive the net, 
only to have Kochetkov stand his ground and Hughes to go skidding 
across the ice. 

“He looks like he’s been around forever,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s very 
poised in there. It feels like he belongs and he’s obviously proven it so 
far.” 

As for taking the Metro lead, Brind’Amour said: “We want to be there at 
the end of the year.” 
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Hurricanes goalie Pyotr Kochetkov has quickly endeared himself to the 
team — and fans 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Carolina Hurricanes fans took an instant liking to goalie Pyotr Kochetkov 
late last season. 

So did his teammates and coaches. 

Don Waddell, the team’s president and general manager, signed 
Kochetkov to a four-year contract extension worth $8 million last month 
— and he looks all the wiser for it. 

After the Canes’ 3-2 win Sunday over the Pittsburgh Penguins at PNC 
Arena, defenseman Brady Skjei referred to Kochetkov as a “stud.” 

Kochetkov, 23, still speaks little English, and that term of sports 
endearment might need extra translation for the Russian. “Koochie,” he 
understands. That’s what those around the team call him. He hears the 
“K-ooooch” cheers that break out at PNC Arena when he stops the puck. 

And stopping the puck is what he does best. Kochetkov is not always 
conventional. He loses his stick from time to time. He flops about the 
crease from time to time. No. 52 for the Canes seemingly has 52 ways of 
making saves. 

“He just goes and competes,” Canes goalie Antti Raanta said last week. 
“I don’t think he’s thinking too much. He just goes and plays and 
obviously when you get a couple of good results your confidence goes 
higher. And now he’s pretty much unbeatable. It’s fun to watch.” 

Here’s another way of describing Kochetkov: He’s the Hurricanes’ No. 1 
goalie. 

KOCHETKOV’S TIMELY ARRIVAL 

Kochetkov was called up from the Chicago Wolves of the American 
Hockey League on an emergency basis when Canes goalie Frederik 
Andersen was sidelined in early November. His emergence has made — 
for now — Raanta the backup, and could make for an interesting 
decision once Andersen deems himself fit to play again and comes off 
injured reserve. 

Or an easy decision. Waddell indicated last week that the Hurricanes 
could keep the three goalies on the roster, noting the three would have a 
total salary cap hit below $8 million — or $2 million less than the Florida 
Panthers are paying Sergei Bobrovsky. 

Kochetkov, in the final year of his entry-level contract, signed the four-
year extension Nov. 22 after switching to agent Dan Milstein. 

“We wrapped it up fairly quickly,” Waddell said. “There’s risk on both 
sides. He could certainly leave money on the table if he plays really well, 
and we’ve all seen with young goalies that he might hit a wall at some 
point. So I think it’s a good risk by both of us. It gives the kid some 
security and some money.” 

Kochetkov has started six of the past seven games and 11 of the past 
14. 

“He has done a tremendous job and we’re going to keep on riding him 
right now,” Waddell said. 

Kochetkov faced 25 shots Sunday against the Penguins, a light 
workload. But 10 of his saves came in a scoreless first period as the 
Canes were trying to find their legs and focus after their overtime win 
Saturday against the Dallas Stars. 

“What more can you say about him?” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said Sunday. “Every start he’s been solid, and kept us in there and made 
big save after big save. It’s not like there’s a hundred shots coming at 
him, but big ones at key times that can totally change the game if they go 
in.” 

Raanta and others have compared Kochetkov’s goaltending style and 
compete level to that of Dominik Hasek, the Hockey Hall of Famer called 
“The Dominator.” Raanta also mentioned him fitting the “Russian style” of 
Andrei Vasilevskiy of Tampa Bay, Bobrovsky and the influx of other 
Russians around the NHL such as Igor Shesterkin of the Rangers. 

Whatever, it’s working. Kochetkov, who has a 9-1-4 record, ranks among 
the NHL’s best with his 2.01 goals-against average and .923 save 
percentage. He’s in the conversation for the 2023 Calder Trophy as 
rookie of the year. 

“Man, he’s good. He’s really, really good,” said Skjei, who had a third-
period goal Sunday against the Pens. “He’s just been rock solid for us.” 

‘SUCH A GOOD ATTITUDE’ 

While super competitive and at times feisty in games, there’s also a 
playful, mischievous side to Kochetkov, as Skjei and the others have 
seen. 

“He’s got such a good attitude,” Raanta said. “He’s chirping the guys at 
practice.” 

In Russian? 

“It’s more in the body language and how he acts when he makes the 
save,” Raanta said, smiling. 

During a recent practice, Kochetkov stopped an Andrei Svechnikov 
shootout shot and celebrated a little, relishing the moment. Later, 
Svechnikov scored on Kochetkov and smirked at him a bit — all in fun. 

After another practice at Invisalign Arena, Kochetkov and forward Paul 
Stastny were having a moment. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2022 

 

Kochetkov skated behind the net to play a puck, with Stastny in front. 
Kochetkov flipped it over the back of the cage and Stastny swatted it into 
the net. 

Kochetkov put both hands on his head — an “OMG” kind of thing. 
Stastny did the same. Kochetkov did it again. So did Statsny as the two 
stared at each other and laughed. 

Asked about it later, Stastny just shrugged, saying he had no idea what 
Kochetkov was doing, that he just went along with it 

Stastny was told that was the reaction Trevor Zegras of the Anaheim 
Ducks had when he flipped the puck over the net to Sonny Milano for a 
goal in a game last December. It all went viral — Zegras with hands on 
head, mouth wide open. 

“He knows all that stuff,” Stastny said. “He doesn’t speak a lot of English 
but he knows all that hockey lingo kind of stuff. 

“He’s just always having fun. That’s what helps make him so good. He’s 
loose out there, always enjoying himself. He’s got that competitive spirit 
to him but he’s got a fun side to him.” 
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3 takeaways: For Penguins fans, Rangers game featured visits from 
familiar villains 

 

Justin Guerriero4-5 minutes 12/20/2022 

 

Three takeaways from the Penguins’ 3-2 win over their Metropolitan 
Division foe New York Rangers on Tuesday night at PPG Paints Arena. 

Playoffs atmosphere 

With several months of the regular season remaining, during which time 
the Penguins will need to continue to handle business on a nightly basis 
within a crowded Eastern Conference playoff picture, suffice to say that 
no player or coach on the team is thinking ahead already to the 
postseason. 

As for the crowd at PPG Paints Arena? The playoffs, past and present, 
may have been on their collective minds. Just a tad … 

The game they showed up to was the opening meeting this season 
between the Penguins and Rangers since the first round of last year’s 
playoffs, when New York rallied from a 3-1 deficit to win the series in 
seven games. 

Fairly quickly, it became apparent that the Penguins faithful had not 
forgotten much from last May, as evidenced by the multiple drawn-out 
“Eeeeee-gor” chants trying to rattle Rangers netminder Igor Shesterkin 
and the on-cue boos of New York defenseman and captain Jacob Trouba 
anytime he touched the puck. 

In a hypothetical poll of Penguins fans, Shesterkin would likely be 
described as more of a respected adversary. 

Trouba, on the other hand, can probably continue to expect boos and 
worse from Penguins Nation any time he is in Pittsburgh due to his 
controversial hit on Sidney Crosby during Game 5 of last season’s first-
round meeting between the two clubs. 

Trouba was ultimately not suspended for the hit on Crosby, however 
meaningless of a reality that is to Penguins fans. 

At any rate, however far away the 2022-23 postseason is, Tuesday’s 
game between the Penguins and Rangers, a close one featuring give 

and take, chirping between players and no shortage of excitement, had 
all the ingredients of playoff hockey. 

“Every night is an opportunity for us to continue to try to climb in the 
standings,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “We’re trying to establish 
ourselves, first and foremost, as a playoff team. And the best way to do 
that, from my experience, is you just stay in the moment. You focus on 
that one game in front of you. (Tuesday) it was the Rangers.” 

100 power plays faced 

Tuesday’s game had the distinction of containing the 100th opposing 
power play that the Penguins have faced this season, which came on a 
Kasperi Kapanen tripping call less than four minutes into the second 
period. 

The Rangers did not convert on that power-play opportunity or their other 
two in the game. 

Through 32 games, the Penguins (19-9-4) have allowed 16 power-play 
goals. That offers some nice, round numbers with which to do the math 
on the team’s penalty-killing percentage, which comes in at an even 
84%. 

The Penguins entered Tuesday evening with the fourth-best penalty kill 
at 83.5% on the year, trailing Dallas, San Jose and the NHL-best Boston 
Bruins, who have neutralized 85.0% of opposing power-play 
opportunities. 

Having leapfrogged the Stars, the Penguins possess the third-best 
penalty kill in the league. 

The Sharks moved into second in the NHL behind Boston by way of 
denying both of Calgary’s two power-play tries in their eventual 7-3 loss 
to the Flames during the early morning hours of Wednesday. 

Jarry stays hot 

Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry is enjoying one of the best streaks in 
franchise history, as his point streak now stretches to 13 consecutive 
games dating to Nov. 12, during which time Jarry has gone 11-0-2. 

The streak ties Ken Wregget’s of 1994-95 for the fourth-longest in 
Penguins team history. 

Tom Barrasso holds the record outright with points in 15 straight games 
between March 9 and April 14, 1993, with Marc-Andre Fleury having 
posted two 14-game point streaks in 2007 and 2010. 

With Tuesday’s victory, Jarry is now 15-3-3 with a 2.60 GAA through 21 
games played. Against the Rangers, Jarry made saves on 21 of 23 shots 
he faced, rebounding nicely from allowing an awkward-angled goal to 
New York’s Chris Kreider (that hit defenseman Marcus Pettersson before 
finding the back of the net) only 22 seconds into the first period. 
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Minor league report: Penguins dropped by Marlies 

 

Seth Rorabaugh1-1 minutes 12/20/2022 

 

Goaltender Dustin Tokarski made 23 saves on 27 shots for the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in a 5-2 road loss to the Toronto Marlies at the 
Coca-Cola Coliseum in Toronto on Tuesday. 

Forward Filip Hallander recorded two assists for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
(13-7-2-2) while forward Alex Nylander and defenseman Xavier Ouellet 
scored the Penguins’ goals. 

Highlights: 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2022 

 

The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the Laval Rocket on 
Wednesday, 7:05 p.m. 
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Penguins get important divisional win over rival Rangers 

 

Seth Rorabaugh8-10 minutes 12/20/2022 

 

It was only the 32nd game of the schedule for the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
There are still 50 more to go in the regular season. 

The only thing at stake were two (or possibly three) points. 

And they did quite a bit to downplay any narratives of trying to avenge 
any kind of wrongdoing against a long-standing rival. 

But the Penguins acknowledged their home contest on Tuesday against 
the New York Rangers — the team that ended their season in the 
playoffs last spring — commanded a bit more gravity than their previous 
31 games. 

“There’s extra motivation because it’s a divisional game,” Penguins 
forward Bryan Rust said Monday in Cranberry. “Obviously, divisional 
games are big. This is a team that we’re familiar with for obvious 
reasons. We definitely want to come out and play hard here.” 

The Penguins accomplished that as they dispatched the Rangers, 3-2, at 
PPG Paints Arena. 

With the victory, the Penguins (19-9-4, 42 points) inched ahead of the 
Rangers (18-11-5, 41 points) for third place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Forward Jason Zucker returned to the Penguins lineup after missing two 
games due to an undisclosed injury. Only six days prior, his status was 
labeled as “week to week.” He manned his typical roles on the second 
line and the second power-play unit. 

While Zucker came back to the fold, fourth-line forward Ryan Poehling 
did not finish the contest due to an undisclosed injury. Poehling did not 
record a shift for the final 10:20 of regulation. There was no substantive 
word on his status. 

Rust’s suggestion that the Penguins would play hard was valid, assuming 
you don’t count the first half and change of the contest. 

For the first 34:24 of regulation, the Penguins offered the type of energy 
befitting a September afternoon preseason game full of American 
Hockey Leaguers instead of a rematch with the adversary that handed 
them a bitter defeat in the first round this past May. 

“I almost feel like it was the tale of two games inside of 60 minutes,” 
Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “The first half of the game, we just 
weren’t at our best. I don’t think we had a whole lot of emotion. We were 
flat-lined a bit. We weren’t skating. We weren’t getting to pucks. We 
weren’t getting on top of them, putting them under pressure. It was just 
kind of a lackluster kind of performance for the first half of the game. 

“Somewhere in the middle of the second period, we started to get some 
life. We started to get some juice.” 

The Rangers had things flowing almost immediately and needed only 22 
seconds to take the first lead of the contest. 

Gaining the offensive zone at center point, Rangers forward Vincent 
Trocheck, an Upper St. Clair native, forced a forehand pass to the left 
wing. Despite Penguins defenseman Kris Letang getting a piece of the 
puck, Rangers forward Chris Kreider accepted the pass and worked it up 
the wall. From the left circle, Kreider shuffled a pass attempt towards the 

cage, where defenseman Marcus Pettersson appeared to inadvertently 
deflect the puck over goaltender Tristan Jarry’s glove on the far side. 
Kreider was credited with his 15th goal of the season of an assist by 
Trocheck. 

“We got scored on there off that kind of bad bounce,” Pettersson said. “I 
think it went off me. They took the energy out of us and we couldn’t really 
get going. We’ve got to be better at the start of games like that against a 
rival like that.” 

A pair of power-play goals in the second period supplied the Penguins 
with a lead. 

First came forward Evgeni Malkin’s 11th of the season at the 14:24 mark. 
Keeping a puck in the offensive zone at the right point, Penguins forward 
Sidney Crosby slid a pass to Malkin above the left circle. Surveying for a 
shooting lane, Malkin released a heavy wrister that beat the blocker of 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin — who was regularly serenaded with sing-
song “Eeeeee-gor” chants similar to those he heard in this venue this 
past May — on the far side. Penguins forward Rickard Rakell, who made 
a determined effort to draw an interference penalty against Rangers 
defenseman K’Andre Miller at the 13:43 mark, supplied a stout screen on 
the shot. Crosby had the lone assist. 

The score marked the ninth consecutive contest in which the Penguins 
scored a power-play goal. 

Late in the period, Rust’s eighth goal put his team in front at the 19:47 
mark. Corralling a puck at the left point, Penguins rookie defenseman 
P.O Joseph maneuvered toward the center point and snapped off a 
wrister towards the cage. Positioned above the blue paint, Rust 
redirected the puck with the shaft of his stick past Shesterkin’s blocker. 
Joseph and Zucker tallied assists. 

Just as the goal entered the cage, Rust absorbed a cross-check from 
Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren and was restrained by Penguins 
forward Kasperi Kapanen, potentially preventing a confrontation or even 
a penalty. 

“If you couldn’t tell, I was a little bit upset in the moment,” Rust quipped. 
“But also, very excited in the moment because I scored. Hockey is a 
game of emotions. And they run high sometimes.” 

Jarry’s mostly high level of play was on display most of the contest, 
particularly at 4:59 of the third period when he denied Kreider on a 
breakaway and kept the Penguins in the lead. 

“His game is really sharp right now,” Sullivan said. “It has been for a 
while. He has a calming influence. He made some tough saves look 
routine. He just reads plays so well. He gets to his spots.” 

A five-on-five goal by Crosby at 8:40 of the final frame proved to be the 
game-winner. Off a one-touch pass from the right wing of the neutral 
zone by Rakell, Penguins forward Jake Guentzel gained the offensive 
zone with all the momentum of a comet, creating a two-on-one against 
Rangers defenseman — and, judging by the boos any time he touched 
the puck, Penguins nemesis — Jacob Trouba. Drawing in Trouba, 
Guentzel slipped a pass to the left circle for Crosby, who attacked the 
cage and tucked a smooth backhander through Shesterkin’s five hole for 
his 18th goal. Guentzel and Rakell registered assists. 

The Rangers persisted and pulled within one score only 1:23 later. 
Lugging a puck up ice from his own zone, Trocheck spun Joseph off of 
his skates with a deke at the Penguins’ blue line and generated a two-on-
one rush with Kreider against Penguins defenseman Chad Ruhwedel. As 
Ruhwedel slid to his belly to prevent a pass, Trocheck went deep in the 
right circle and fed a clever pass to the slot for Kreider, who jabbed a 
forehand shot past Jarry’s blocker. Trocheck and forward Jonny 
Brodzinski had assists. 

After that, Jarry and the Penguins held the Rangers at bay, rejecting their 
final seven shots. In total, Jarry made 26 saves on 28 shots to boost his 
record to 15-3-3. 

In Jarry’s estimation, the turning point in Tuesday’s win was vivid. 
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“Those two (power-play opportunities) were huge for us,” Jarry said. 
“They got big goals for us. … From there on in, guys were playing hard 
and they were getting pucks deep. Those two (power-play opportunities) 
were game-changers for us.” 

Notes: 

• Malkin has a nine-game scoring streak. 

• With Zucker back in the lineup, Penguins forward Danton Heinen was 
moved from the second line to the fourth line. 

• The Penguins’ scratches were forwards Josh Archibald (undisclosed 
injury), Drew O’Connor (healthy) and defenseman Mark Friedman 
(healthy). 

• Kapanen took his first penalty of the season, a tripping minor at 3:28 of 
the second period. That leaves O’Connor as well as forwards Drake 
Caggiula and Filip Hallander as the only three players — including 
goaltenders — to dress for the Penguins this season without incurring a 
penalty. Caggiula and Hallander are each currently assigned to Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League. 
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Penguins winger Jason Zucker makes speedy return after missing 2 
games with injury 

 

Justin Guerriero2-2 minutes 12/20/2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins got a key contributor back on the ice Tuesday 
evening against the visiting New York Rangers. 

Forward Jason Zucker, who had missed the Penguins’ recent road trip to 
Florida and Carolina with an unspecified lower-body injury, was included 
in the lineup for the first time since Dec. 12, reassuming his place at left 
wing on Evgeni Malkin’s second line. 

Zucker, who has six goals with 14 assists in 27 games played, got dinged 
up eight days ago when the Penguins (18-9-4) hosted the Dallas Stars. 

Although Zucker registered assists on both goals in the Penguins’ 2-1 
victory, at the team’s ensuing practice Dec. 14 at UPMC Lemieux Sports 
Complex in Cranberry, coach Mike Sullivan relayed that he would be out 
week-to-week. 

Thankfully for the Penguins, and despite the ominous possibility of 
Zucker being sidelined into the New Year, the 30-year-old wound up only 
having to miss two games. 

Zucker practiced with the Penguins on Monday and was listed as a 
game-time decision Tuesday morning by Sullivan following the team’s 
optional morning skate. 

With Zucker back in the lineup, the Penguins bumped Danton Heinen, 
who had skated with Malkin and Bryan Rust in his absence, down to right 
wing on the fourth line with Teddy Blueger and Ryan Poehling. 

Josh Archibald was unavailable Tuesday due to an undisclosed injury. 
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Upper St. Clair's Vincent Trocheck finds new home with Rangers 

 

Seth Rorabaugh4-5 minutes 12/20/2022 

 

Vincent Trocheck remained on the ice fairly late for the New York 
Rangers’ morning skate Tuesday at PPG Paints Arena. 

And for good reason. 

He had to skate off the big home-cooked feast he devoured Monday. 

A native of Upper St. Clair who maintains a home in Wexford, Trocheck 
invited teammates and team staffers to a dinner at his house that had a 
personal touch. 

“My grandma cooked everybody a big Italian dinner,” Trocheck boasted. 
“So it was nice.” 

The menu? 

“Chicken (parmesan), pasta, steak pizzaiola, chicken cutlet, meatballs,” 
Trocheck said. “She made a big feast.” 

Trocheck is still relatively new to the Rangers. This past offseason, he 
was an unrestricted free agent for the first time in his now 10-year career. 
And as a right-handed center who has a handful of 20-goal seasons on 
his resume, he was in demand. 

The Rangers landed his services with a seven-year contract that carries 
a grosso salary cap hit of $5.625 million. 

Having played for only the Florida Panthers and Carolina Hurricanes 
previously, navigating the waters of unrestricted free agency was an 
uncertain experience for him. 

“It was weird,” Trocheck said. “I’ve been on two teams (before) in my 
career. You know what you’re getting every time. Every summer, you’re 
just working to get ready for the season with the team that you’ve been 
with. Obviously, having to decide and pick the right fit for me was a little 
nerve-racking and anxious. But I thought I found a good fit.” 

That fit has been evident through his production. Primarily serving as a 
second- or third-line center and working on the Rangers’ top power-play 
unit, the 29-year-old Trocheck is the team’s fourth-leading scorer with 27 
points (11 goals, 16 assists) in 34 games. He assisted on both goals in 
the Rangers’ 3-2 loss to the Penguins on Tuesday. 

What did he like about the Rangers as they courted him? 

“Played against them in the playoffs last year (as a member of the 
Hurricanes), they were an extremely exciting team to play against,” 
Trocheck said. “A lot of skill, a lot of young skill. I felt they’d be a good fit 
in the sense that they’d be good for a long time. And, obviously, winning 
is something that I really want to do. Having (Gerard Gallant) as a coach 
— had him in Florida — was another big sell. Loved him when I had him 
in Florida. Him being here made things easier for comfortability.” 

Gallant reciprocated that mutual admiration. 

“I had him quite a while ago in Florida and really liked him then,” Gallant 
said. “He’s a competitive guy. He works hard. He plays a complete game 
for us. Real good in faceoffs. He’s done a real good job with our team for 
a new guy coming in and trying to get settled in with different linemates 
and playing with different people quite a bit here in the first 30 games. 
He’s done a good job. Really like him.” 

In addition to his hospitality as well as his grandmother’s cooking, 
Trocheck’s competitive nature has endeared him to his new teammates. 

“He’s been awesome,” Rangers defenseman K’Andre Miller said. “He 
brings a little bit of everything. He’s got the gritty part of his game. He’s 
got the skill. He’s not the biggest guy, but he’s not afraid to throw around 
his body and step up in the corners with the bigger guys. He kind of has 
that dog in him where he’ll fight for you. That’s one of biggest things I’ve 
noticed about (Trocheck) being on the team so far.” 

Having grown up watching the likes of Penguins icons Mario Lemieux 
and Jaromir Jagr do battle with Rangers stars such as Mark Messier and 
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Brian Leetch, Trocheck got his first direct experience in the rivalry 
between the Rangers and Penguins on Tuesday. 
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Penguins expected to start goaltender Tristan Jarry against Rangers 

 

Seth Rorabaugh3-4 minutes 12/20/2022 

 

The Penguins are expected to start goaltender Tristan Jarry in Tuesday’s 
home game against the New York Rangers at PPG Paints Arena. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan announced Jarry’s status following an 
optional morning skate. 

In 20 games this season, Jarry has a 14-3-3 record, a 2.63 goals against 
average, a .921 save percentage and one shutout. 

Jarry’s most recent game against the Rangers was Game 7 of a first-
round playoff series on May 15, a 4-3 overtime loss. Playing with a 
broken right foot, Jarry made 26 saves on 30 shots. 

Notes: 

Penguins forwards Josh Archibald and Jason Zucker were each labeled 
as “game-time” decisions by Sullivan. 

A potential return by Zucker would seemingly represent a quicker-than-
expected return from an undisclosed injury that was initially labeled as 
“week to week” as recently as Wednesday. 

The ailment has sidelined Zucker for the past two games. After 
participating in an optional morning skate on Tuesday, Zucker indicated 
his health was status quo. 

Typically deployed on the second line and second power-play unit, 
Zucker has appeared in 27 games this season and has 20 points (six 
goals, 14 assists) while averaging 15:26 of ice time. 

As for Archibald, he did not participate in Tuesday’s morning skate and 
was absent from Monday’s practice as well. He appeared to be laboring 
with some discomfort in the third period of Sunday’s 3-2 road loss to the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

After Monday’s practice, Sullivan did not provide a status for Arhchibald 
and indicated he was still being evaluated at that time. 

In 30 games this season, Archibald has six points (four goals, two 
assists) while averaging 10:15 of ice time, the second-lowest figure on 
the active NHL roster. Despite that limited deployment, Archibald leads 
the Penguins in penalties drawn (14) and hits (109). 

• Those who participated in the optional morning skate included: 

Forwards – Drew O’Connor, Zucker 

Defensemen - Mark Friedman, P.O Joseph, Chad Ruhwedel 

Goaltender - Casey DeSmith 

Forward Evgeni Malkin briefly took to the ice in gym clothes, presumably 
to test a pair of skates. 

O’Connor and Friedman were last players on the ice, along with 
DeSmith. That is a typical indication of who will not be in the lineup. 

• Forward Jeff Carter has 399 career assists. 

• Forward Danton Heinen has 99 career assists. 

• The Rangers are expected to start goaltender Igor Shesterkin. In 24 
games this season, Shesterkin has a 16-4-4 record,a a 2.39 goals 
against average, a .919 save percentage and one shutout. 

In nine career games against the Penguins, Shesterkin has a 5-3-1 
record, a 2.11 goals against average, a .924 save percentage and one 
shutout. 

Tribune Review LOADED: 12.21.2022 

1207935 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Power play again gives Penguins jolt in 3-2 win over Rangers 

 

Matt Vensel6-8 minutes 12/20/2022 

 

The New York Rangers overwhelmed the Penguins throughout the first 
30 minutes of their much anticipated rematch Tuesday night at PPG 
Paints Arena. 

The crowd was surprisingly subdued, except for all those Jacob Trouba 
boos. 

The posts behind Tristan Jarry might have needed a new paint job after 
the Rangers pinged them three times trying to tack another onto their 
early lead. 

At the other end, the only thing Igor Shesterkin fought off was an urge to 
nap. 

“The first half of the game, we just weren’t at our best. I don’t think we 
had a whole lot of emotion,” head coach Mike Sullivan said. “We were 
flatlined a bit.” 

All the Penguins needed to turn their night around was a pair of power 
plays. 

That unit stayed scorching hot, with power-play tallies by Evgeni Malkin 
and Bryan Rust in the second period propelling them to their satisfying 3-
2 win. 

“They got big goals for us. Those got us in the game and put us ahead. 
And I think from there on in, the guys were playing hard and they were 
getting pucks deep,” Jarry said. “Those two power plays were the game-
changers for us.” 

The Penguins were somehow only down 1-0 with 6:17 left in the second 
period when they went on the power play, giving PPG Paints Arena a 
needed jolt. Just a few seconds after the first “Igor! Igor! Igor!” chants of 
the night, Malkin fired a shot from the left flank through a screen and over 
Shesterkin’s glove. 

Malkin’s tying goal made it nine straight games with at least one point for 
the star center. That is the longest point streak for a Penguins player this 
season. 

The Penguins, re-energized, carried the play for the rest of the second. 
And with 13 seconds left in the period, Rust crashed the net, took a hit 
and redirected a long Pierre-Olivier Joseph shot past Shesterkin to put 
them up 2-1 after two periods. 

In a team meeting earlier this month, associate coach Todd Reirden, who 
runs the power play, pushed that unit to create screens, preferably with 
multiple layers, to make tracking the puck more difficult for goalies. He 
cited analytics to back up that belief and, coincidentally, pointed to their 
playoff loss to the Rangers. 

During their rollercoaster seven-game series against the Rangers last 
spring, the Penguins rattled Shesterkin at times by skating through his 
sightlines and getting sticks on point shots. That’s exactly how Rust 
scored his goal Tuesday. 
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“Everybody’s working and we’re shooting more pucks and getting more 
guys to the net, like you saw on multiple goals tonight,” Rust said of the 
power play. 

The Penguins have scored on the power play in nine straight games. The 
goals by Malkin and Rust made it 13 with a man advantage over this 
stellar span. 

Sidney Crosby pushed the lead to 3-1 midway through the third period. 
Kris Letang got a crisp breakout started with some fancy stick work 
behind his net, then Crosby scored on the 2-on-1 rush that ensued. Jake 
Guentzel set up Crosby. 

Chris Kreider got his second goal 83 seconds later, scoring off the rush 
to pull the Rangers back within one goal. But Jarry and the Penguins 
held them off. 

Jarry has picked up at least one point for the Penguins in 13 straight 
starts. Only Tom Barrasso and Marc-Andre Fleury had longer such 
streaks in team history. 

Tuesday was the season’s first battle between the Penguins and rival 
Rangers. Both teams were among the NHL’s hottest in December. The 
Rangers arrived here on a seven-game winning streak. The Penguins 
have won 13 of 16. 

The Penguins fell behind just 22 seconds in. Shesterkin kicked out his 
right pad to rob Rickard Rakell on a rebound, then Kreider scored at the 
other end. 

The home team was fortunate that was the only goal they allowed in the 
first half of the game. Three Rangers drilled a post and the Penguins had 
to kill off three penalties against a dangerous Rangers power play. The 
Penguins got little going offensively at 5-on-5, with the Rangers 
dominating puck possession. 

The game turned when Rakell drew a penalty streaking to the net and 
Malkin, with Rakell cutting in front of Shesterkin, scored on the ensuing 
power play. 

“We weren’t as good as we would have liked to be,” Rust said. “We 
weren’t playing that hard. For some odd reason, we weren’t in a game 
that we should have been. Getting those power-play goals really kind of 
gave us a shot in the arm.” 

ICE CHIPS 

-- With his goal, Malkin tied Sergei Fedorov for the second-most points all 
time by a Russian-born player with 1,179. Malkin now trails only Alex 
Ovechkin. 

-- Jason Zucker was back in the lineup after missing two games with a 
lower-body injury. His swift return was a bit of a surprise considering 
Sullivan labeled him as week to week as recently as Monday. Zucker 
skated on the second line. 

-- Josh Archibald sat out the game with a lower-body injury he apparently 
suffered Sunday in Carolina. Danton Heinen skated on the fourth line in 
his place. 

-- Ryan Poehling left the game with an upper-body injury in the third 
period. 

-- Drew O’Connor and Mark Friedman were the healthy scratches 
Tuesday. 

-- Jeff Petry, who is on long-term injured reserve with an upper-body 
injury, got in an individual workout at PPG Paints Arena before the 
morning skate. The workout did not include work with pucks. The 
defenseman is out until at least Jan. 8. 

STAT N’AT 

9 – straight games with at least one power-play goal for the Penguins, 
the longest such run by the club since their 12-game stretch back in 
February of 2013. 

THEY SAID IT 

“I’m watching [the standings] every day. That’s how tight it is,” Letang 
said. “You see how we created a gap with that losing streak we had 
earlier this year and you’re like, ‘Oh, [expletive]. We have to get going 
and be right there.’ You don’t want to dig yourself too deep because it’s 
too tough of a division.” 

COMING UP 

The Penguins will practice Wednesday in Cranberry before hosting the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday, their final game before the NHL’s 
Christmas break. 
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Yohe’s 10 observations: Penguins throw a hit that changes the game’s 
course 

 

By Josh Yohe 

 

PITTSBURGH — A number of hits — some legal, some not — paved the 
way for the Rangers to defeat the Penguins in last season’s classic first-
round series. 

One hit from the Penguins returned the favor in their first meeting with 
the Rangers since May. 

Rickard Rakell brought a sleepwalking Penguins team to life with a 
game-altering hit as the Penguins woke up and handed the Rangers a 3-
2 setback. 

Evgeni Malkin and Bryan Rust scored in the second period to give the 
Penguins a lead they’d never relinquish. Sidney Crosby scored the 
game-winning goal to continue his exceptional play. 

COUNT IT! 

That's another even-strength goal for Sidney Crosby. 

Of his 42 points, 33 of them have come at even strength (16G-17A) 
which is first in the NHL. pic.twitter.com/tCAgOXViZ1 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) December 21, 2022 

Chris Kreider scored both of New York’s goals. 

Through more than 30 minutes of play, the Rangers were in complete 
control. They enjoyed the majority of the good looks, toyed with the 
Penguins at times, hit the post twice and were utterly in control of this 
game. 

Then, Rakell decked Filip Chytil. 

The Penguins were unanimous in their belief that Rakell’s hit on Chytil 
changed everything. 

“It absolutely did,” Marcus Pettersson said. “I was actually disappointed 
that we didn’t come out with more energy in this game. We’re playing the 
team that beat us last year, you know? And then he threw that hit and 
you could feel the building come alive.” 

Rickard Rakell hit on Filip Chytil then draws the interference penalty on 
K'Andre Miller#NYR 1 #Penguins 0 2nd pic.twitter.com/84sFuLRkXJ 

— Sᴘᴏʀᴛs 24/7 (@Sports_24x7_) December 21, 2022 

Later on that very shift, Rakell drew a penalty from K’Andre Miller. 

On the next power play, Rakell set a screen on Igor Shesterkin that led to 
Malkin’s goal. 
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IT'S A NINE-GAME POINT STREAK FOR EVGENI MALKIN!   
pic.twitter.com/NveviXn9uA 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) December 21, 2022 

Rakell has been with the Penguins for nearly a year, yet his physical play 
still surprises the Penguins from time to time. 

Were they expecting him to be this complete of a player? 

“No,” Kris Letang said. “We all knew him for his skill, for his shot, for his 
playmaking ability.” 

There are times in a game, however, when Rakell will deliver a big hit. 

“He’s selective about it,” Mike Sullivan said. 

He selected correctly on this night. 

“The game didn’t go our way in the beginning,” Letang said. “A play like 
that gives you juice, gives you momentum. It was good to see Rake get 
invested physically like that.” 

After that hit, the previously quiet crowd started chanting “Igor, Igor,” in 
an attempt to get under the goaltender’s skin. 

Whether that worked is something only Shesterkin knows. But there’s not 
much question that it ignited the Penguins. 

“It really did,” Pettersson said. “He’s always had that kind of side to his 
game. It was huge.” 

Ten postgame thoughts 

• What a difference it is when Jason Zucker is in the lineup. 

Zucker returned to action after missing two games with a lower-body 
injury. The Penguins said Zucker would be out “week to week” last 
Wednesday. Six days later, he was back. 

For most of Tuesday’s game against the Rangers, the Penguins were as 
flat as a pancake. The one skater for the Penguins who wasn’t lifeless 
from the very beginning of the evening, however, was Zucker. 

“He dragged us into the fight,” Sullivan said. 

The word “energy” is a little overused in hockey, but in Zucker’s case, it 
can’t be used enough. He forechecks with a purpose. He’s fast. He’s 
direct. He’s unafraid. And he plays with an edge. 

The Penguins are a more effective team when he’s in the lineup. That 
isn’t debatable. 

• Seriously, what a player Rakell is. 

Go back and look at the pass he made to Jake Guentzel on Crosby’s 
goal. It made the entire play. 

There’s nothing this guy doesn’t do well. Ron Hextall didn’t have to give 
up a first-round pick to get him, either. He keeps getting better and better. 
Rakell is the real deal. 

• When Rust scored to give the Penguins a 2-1 lead late in the second 
period, he had to be restrained. 

Rust had just been leveled by Ryan Lindgren on what should have been 
called for cross-checking. 

Immediately upon getting to his skates after being knocked down, Rust 
started to charge toward Lindgren only to be restrained by Kasperi 
Kapanen. Credit to Kapanen for preventing a melee. 

The Penguins power play cannot be stopped   

That's two man-advantage goals tonight and a PPG in nine-straight 
games. You love to see it. pic.twitter.com/a1Rqc1hCUv 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) December 21, 2022 

And credit to Rust for some determination that you’d expect from him. 

• Late in the third period, Crosby and Guentzel were on the ice when 
Shesterkin was pulled, as usual. 

However, the shift went long, and after a whistle, Sullivan put Malkin on 
the ice with Jeff Carter because he wanted two centers on the ice. 

Malkin isn’t always known for his attention to detail in the defensive zone, 
but he was exceptional on this shift. He made two plays to tie up a 
Rangers forward along the boards, killing precious time. His strength was 
very much on display. 

I like his game a lot right now. He’s cut down on the turnovers and the 
bad penalties. Malkin is playing an intelligent game at the moment. 

• The Penguins are just terrible in most first periods. How else can you 
say it? 

They couldn’t do anything right in the opening 20 minutes of this game. It 
was painful to watch. The Rangers skated circles around the Penguins 
during that period and very easily could have taken a two- or three-goal 
lead. 

The Penguins are lucky they only trailed by a goal at the game’s midway 
point, frankly. 

I think the Rangers, who were playing their third game in four days, ran 
out of steam. I also think the Penguins woke up in a big way, which they 
deserve credit for. They might want to start games a little faster, 
however. It’s definitely an issue and it has been all season. 

• Tristan Jarry, anyone? 

Apologies to the goaltender for not mentioning him earlier in this article. 
With all due respect to many of the Penguins who played well in this 
game, Jarry was their most important player. 

The Rangers had plenty of Grade-A looks throughout the evening, 
especially in the game’s first half. Jarry was beaten only twice and is now 
11-0-1 in his past 12 starts. This is perhaps as locked in as we’ve seen 
him. 

It hurts to say for Penguins fans, I know, but it does make you wonder 
how the playoff series in May would have concluded had Jarry been 
healthy for all seven games. That the series wouldn’t have lasted seven 
games had he been available. 

• Crosby was oddly quiet early in the game, like the rest of his team. 

But when he turned it on, he turned it on and was easily the best player 
on the ice. 

His goal was a beauty and it was his 16th even-strength goal of the 
season. No NHL player has more even-strength points than Crosby, who 
continues to play at an MVP level. 

His tenacity on the forecheck was something to see in the third period. 

• The NHL standings are something to see, too. 

Notably the Metropolitan Division standings. 

There are 10 NHL teams with 40 or more points, and four of them reside 
in the Metropolitan Division. Six of the NHL’s 13 best teams are in the 
Penguins’ division. 

Hockey players often say they don’t look at the standings, but the 
Penguins are admitting the obvious. 

“I look at them every day,” Letang said. “It’s that tight.” 

Pettersson does the same. 

“It’s unbelievable how good this division is,” Pettersson said. “You have a 
losing streak like we did earlier in the season, and before you know it, 
there’s a gap and you’re behind people.” 

• Trocheck received plenty of buzz this summer while he was an 
unrestricted free agent. 
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Had Malkin left Pittsburgh, which did feel briefly possible, Trocheck was 
very much on the Penguins’ radar as a replacement. Some fans had a 
conniption about this possibility. 

He’s not as good as Malkin! 

Well, no, he’s not. I don’t believe anyone ever claimed this to be a fact. 
But let’s not diminish the career that Trocheck has had. Through 34 
games, he’s produced 11 goals and 27 points with the Rangers. For his 
career, Trocheck has managed 161 goals and 405 points in 589 NHL 
games. He was named an NHL All-Star in 2017. His career 0.69 points 
per game put him right in range with J.T. Miller (0.70) and Brandon Saad 
(0.58) among the three terrific Pittsburgh-area forwards all drafted in 
2011. 

Take your pick regarding which one you prefer, but they’ve all been 
excellent NHL players. And just because Trocheck isn’t Malkin doesn’t 
mean he’s not a really good player, because he is. 

• Crosby visited the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh on Monday, which is 
something he does regularly with no publicity. 

Santa Sid! Sidney Crosby of @penguins spreading some holiday cheer 
today at UPMC Children’s! pic.twitter.com/sR8AItyui8 

— UPMC Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh (@ChildrensPgh) December 
19, 2022 

I’ve never known anyone whose reputation is more directly aligned with 
the actual person that he or she is. Crosby, I firmly believe, is a better 
human being than he is a hockey player. Let that sink in. 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.21.2022 

1207937 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Penguins Room: Zucker Teases ‘Very Excited’ Rust, Pens Find Juice 

 

Published 8 hours ago on December 20, 2022By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins room was in a much better mood than if the first 
30 minutes of the game stood as the final. The Penguins were lackluster, 
if not flat, and trailed the New York Rangers 1-0 until later in the second 
period. 

Then Evgeni Malkin scored a power-play goal. 

Then Bryan Rust scored a power-play goal. 

Immediately, the Penguins energy soared. They began to outskate and 
outwork New York en route to a 3-2 win at PPG Paints Arena. 

In a flash, everything changed. 

“Those two power plays were huge for us. They got big goals for us,” 
goalie Tristan Jarry noted. “Those get us in the game. It puts us ahead. 
And from then on, the guys were playing hard and getting pucks deep. I 
think that those two power plays are the game changer.” 

By the middle of the second period, the Penguins had only 10 shots. 
They finished with 24 but scored three times, including the game-winner 
on a pretty play. All five Penguins touched the puck within seconds, and 
Sidney Crosby had a short breakaway. 

Crosby slipped a backhand through New York goalie Igor Shesterkin for 
a 3-1 lead and the winner. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Locker Room: 

Bryan Rust had to be held back after scoring a power-play goal in the 
final seconds of the second period for a 2-1 lead. A moment after he 

deflected the puck into the cage, New York defenseman Ryan Lindgren 
leveled him with a hard cross-check. 

Rust popped up and charged Lindgren before teammate Kasperi 
Kapanen intercepted him with a bear hug, and the celebration ensued. 

“That felt nice. If you couldn’t tell, I was a little bit upset at the moment, 
but also very excited at the moment that I scored,” said Rust. “Hockey is 
a game of emotions, and they run high sometimes. 

“(Kapanen catching me) was awesome. I didn’t really realize it until I saw 
the replay.” 

Jason Zucker 

The Penguins’ wingers, Rust and Zucker, have a great relationship. They 
are usually teasing each other or chirping others, their voices carrying 
across the room. Their lockers are close in the Penguins’ room, 
amplifying the back-and-forth. 

Zucker was asked about Kapanen catching Rust before the Penguins 
took a penalty. 

“I’m not sure what Rusty was doing there. The guy has fought his pillow 
about seven times in his career, and that’s about it. So it was just good to 
see him get that goal,” Zucker said with a little look over to Rust to 
ensure the chirp landed. 

Kris Letang 

The Penguins credited the pair of power-play goals, especially the first by 
Malkin, for sparking the team in what was previously a poor effort. 

The win meant more than two points. It also leapfrogged the Penguins 
ahead of New York in the Metro Division and back into third place. 

The Penguins’ seventh win in eight games ended New York’s seven-
game winning streak. 

The Penguins have begun watching the standings. 

“I’m watching (the standings) every day,” said Letang. “That’s how tight it 
is. So you don’t want to — you see how we created a gap with that losing 
streak earlier this year? And you’re like, oh, shit…” 
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Penguins Overcome Molasses Start, Get Sweet Finish, 3-2 

 

Published 9 hours ago on December 20, 2022By Dave Molinari  

 

Winning this game didn’t put the Pittsburgh Penguins into the second 
round of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

And it didn’t really salve the sting of losing their opening-round series to 
the New York Rangers seven months ago. 

Not completely, anyway. 

But as regular-season victories go, their 3-2 win over the Rangers at 
PPG Paints Arena Tuesday night had to feel pretty good. 

Partly because it gave them a sliver of revenge for what happened in the 
spring, partly because of its impact on this season’s Metropolitan Division 
standings and playoff race. 

The victory allowed the Penguins (19-9-4) to hurdle the Rangers (18-11-
5) and move into third place in the Metro, two points behind second-place 
New Jersey. 
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But for all that was at stake — tangible or otherwise — on this evening, 
the Penguins showed little, if any, urgency during the first half of the 
game. Once they ratcheted up the intensity, however, they were able to 
keep it there long enough to up their record in the past 20 games to 15-3-
2. 

Precisely why they were so sluggish for the first 30-plus minutes remains 
a mystery, however. 

“It was a tale of two games inside of 60 minutes,” Mike Sullivan said. 
“The first half of the game, we just weren’t at our best. I don’t think we 
had a whole lot of emotion. We were flat-lined, a bit. We weren’t skating. 
We weren’t getting to pucks. We weren’t getting on top of them, putting 
them under pressure. 

“I just thought it was a lackluster performance for the first half of the 
game. I thought, somewhere in the middle of the second period, we 
started to get some life. We started to play with some juice.” 

Second-line left winger Jason Zucker rejoined the Penguins’ lineup after 
sitting out the previous two games, and provided some of that juice, but 
fourth-line winger Josh Archibald was scratched because of an 
unspecified injury. 

“(Zucker) is one of the more vocal guys we have on our team,” Sullivan 
said. “He engages a lot with that game-away-from-the-game, so to 
speak, with some of the talk that goes on between our opponents and 
our team on the ice. (Zucker) is pretty good at that. He has the ability to 
drag us into the fight, just with his energy, his competitiveness. He plays 
the game with a little bit of reckless abandon.” 

The Pittsburgh Penguins didn’t get the start Sullivan had in mind, but it’s 
one he figures to see again. In his nightmares. 

Just 22 seconds after the opening faceoff. Rangers winger Chris Kreider 
threw a harmless-looking shot toward the net. The puck deflected off 
defenseman Marcus Pettersson and sailed past Tristan Jarry to put New 
York up, 1-0. 

At 1:58, P.O Joseph was called for holding, giving the Rangers a chance 
to pad their advantage. The Penguins, however, did not give New York a 
shot on goal during that power play, giving them 22 successful kills in 23 
shorthanded situations over seven-plus games. 

Upper St. Clair native Vincent Trocheck, who assisted on Kreider’s goal, 
nearly made it 2-0 just over six minutes into the period, but his shot 
caromed off Jarry’s left arm and the crossbar. A few minutes later, New 
York’s Jimmy Vesey put a backhander from above the right hashmark off 
the left post. 

The Rangers got their second try with the extra man when Pettersson 
went off for slashing at 13:59, but it was cut short when Adam Fox held 
Brock McGinn 68 seconds later. The Penguins did not get a shot on goal 
during the 52-second man-advantage after Pettersson’s minor expired. 

After looking sluggish, if not borderline disinterested, for most of the 
game, the Pittsburgh Penguins began to register a pulse during a strong 
shift by Evgeni Malkin’s line with about seven minutes to go in the 
second period. 

A few minutes later, the game was tied. 

Rangers defenseman K’Andre Miller was penalized for interference at 
13:43 and just 41 seconds into the power play, Malkin threw a shot past 
New York goalie Igor Shesterkin, who had been 9-0-1 in his previous 10 
starts on the road, from the top of the left circle for his 11th of the season. 

Sidney Crosby and Kris Letang received assists (although Letang’s 
subsequently was removed), but the guy who really made the goal 
possible was Rickard Rakell, who set a perfect screen in front of 
Shesterkin as Malkin was shooting. 

“When we got the first power-play goal, it gave us some energy,” Sullivan 
said. “We got a boost off of that. From that point on, we were a better 
hockey team.” 

The Penguins got another chance with the man-advantage when 
Rangers winger Sammy Blais was called for roughing after punching 
McGinn at 18:09, and also capitalized on that opportunity. 

Bryan Rust, positioned at the front lip of the crease, tipped a Joseph shot 
past Shesterkin with 12.7 second to go before the intermission. Zucker 
also got an assist on the goal, Rust’s eighth. 

Crosby gave the Penguins some short-lived breathing room at 8:40, as 
he took a feed from Jake Guentzel and slid a backhander between 
Shesterkin’s legs for a 3-1 lead, but Kreider got New York back within a 
goal just 83 seconds later. 

Trocheck set Kreider up with a cross-ice feed after deking past Joseph 
near the right point in the Penguins’ end, but New York was unable to get 
the goal that would have forced overtime. 

Much of the credit for that goes to Jarry, who finished with 26 saves. 

“His game is really sharp right now,” Sullivan said. “It has been for a 
while.” 

And it will have to continue to be if the Pittsburgh Penguins are to 
continue to challenge for the top spot in the Metro. Especially when 
they’re trying to take a couple of points from the Rangers. 

“Every time we play them, it seems to come down to one goal,” Sullivan 
said. 

Tuesday night, the Penguins were reminded how good it feels to be the 
ones who finish with that one extra goal. 
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Penguins-Rangers Rematch, Game 32: Lines, Notes & How to Watch 

 

Published 19 hours ago on December 20, 2022By Dan Kingerski  

 

The last time the Pittsburgh Penguins (18-9-4) saw the New York 
Rangers (18-10-5) was the handshake line at Madison Square Garden 
after the Penguins lost a 3-1 series lead and a two-goal lead in Game 7 
of Round One in the 2022 NHL playoffs. Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry 
valiantly played on a badly injured ankle that took months to heal. But a 
controversial non-call as Marcus Pettersson’s helmet was knocked off 
leading to the Rangers’ late third-period game-tying goal added spice, or 
salt, to the rivalry. 

The puck drops at PPG Paints Arena just after 7 p.m. You’ll want to be 
there for the beginning tonight. 

That Round One series featured the Jacob Trouba head-hunting 
allegations as the Rangers captain chicken-winged Sidney Crosby in 
Game 5 while the Penguins were leading the potential elimination game. 
Rickard Rakell was also knocked out of the series in Game 1 after a hit to 
the head from Ryan Lindgren. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan reacted sternly after Game 5 when asked 
about Trouba’s hit on Crosby, “Did you see the hit,” he shot back to PHN. 
“Then you probably have the same opinion I do.” 

Jarry walked out of the postgame press conference with a large bag of 
ice wrapped around his ankle, and he admitted in training camp that it 
took months to heal. 

Trouba also caught a couple of other players as the Rangers advanced 
through the playoffs to the Eastern Conference Final. 
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It was a contentious series, and it should resume on Tuesday night as 
the teams are again on a collision course battling for two of the top three 
seeds in the Metro Division. 

The Penguins’ seven-game winning streak ended Sunday night with a 3-
2 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena. Old friend Jordan Staal 
scored the game-winner, completing Carolina’s two-goal rally. The loss 
dropped them to the first wild card position. 

The Rangers are on a seven-game winning streak and are now one point 
ahead of the Penguins for third. However, the Penguins have two games 
in hand. 

Jarry will likely start for the Penguins. He has been nearly unbeatable, 
with a 10-0-1 record in his last 11 games. He is 6-0 in December with a 
.939 save percentage. 

The Penguins will be without Jason Zucker, Josh Archibald, and Jeff 
Petry, who is on LTIR. Zucker skated with the team on Monday. 
Archibald is being evaluated for an upper-body injury. 

Update: Zucker and Archibald have been upgraded to game-time 
decisions. 

And the Penguins’ penalty kill is now fourth in the NHL at 83.5%. 

Expected Pittsburgh Penguins Lines: 

Guentzel-Crosby-Rakell 

Heinen-Malkin-Rust 

McGinn-Carter-Kapenen 

Poehling-Blueger-O’Connor 

Defense: 

Pettersson-Letang 

Dumoulin-Rutta 

Joseph-Ruhwedel 

Goalie: 

Tristan Jarry 

Expected Rangers Lines, per PuckPedia.com: 

Panarin-Zibanejad-Goodrow 

Lafreniere-Chytil-Kakko 

Kreider-Trocheck-Vesey 

Blais-Brodzinkski-Kravstov 

Defense: 

Lindgren-Fox 

Miller-Trouba 

Harpur-Schneider 

Goalie: 

Igor Shesterkin 

Special Teams: 

Penguins Power Play: 21.7%, 19th 

Penguins Penalty Kill: 83.5%, 4th 

Rangers Power Play: 24%, 12th 

Rangers Penalty Kill: 81.6%, 6th 

Pittsburgh Penguins Game Notes: 

The Penguins have points in 14 of its last 19 games vs. New York (11-5-
3) and are 15-7-3 in its last 25 games versus the Rangers. 

Excluding a stretch where the Penguins were winless for seven games 
(0-6-1) from Oct. 24-Nov. 5, the Penguins have gone 18-3-3. 

Kasperi Kapanen has eight points (4-4-8) over his last eight games. 

Sidney Crosby remains the NHL leader with 32 even-strength points. 
He’s third in even-strength goals (15) and ninth in NHL scoring with 40 
points. 

Evgeni Malkin has an eight-game scoring streak and has 12 points in that 
span (2-10-12). 

How to WATCH: 

TV: AT&T SportsNet, TVA; Radio 105.9 The X 

Penguins Bets 

Bet against Dan and Make Money. We are 8-2 in our last five games but 
the Penguins have made it easy. 

So, here’s how to play the free money game. Take the DraftKings promo 
— Bet $5 on the Moneyline and win $150. 

Once you win tonight, you flip those winnings to Saturday night’s Steelers 
game. Your $5 could be $300 or more pretty quickly. 

DraftKings Sportsbook 

States: MD, NY, KS, LA, AZ, PA, NJ, IN, IL, CO, MI, TN, VA, IA, WY, WV 

GET THE APPSIGNUP BONUSBET $5, WIN $150! 

ANY GAME!BET NOW 

So, here’s what I like tonight. Oddsmakers dropped the O/U to only 5.5. 
They’re not expecting much offense. However, ALL of the Round One 
games between these teams would have hit the Over. So, we’re going 
with the Over, especially as the Pittsburgh Penguins are hitting empty 
nets like crazy. 

Every part of my gut is pushing one way, so I’m going the other. 

Which team you put your Moneyline bet on is up to you. This is as 50/50 
as they get. The Penguins on home ice, after getting beaten by Carolina 
is usually a good bet. Even without Jeff Petry and possibly Jason Zucker, 
the Penguins are a solid play. Take the Penguins and the Over. 

For our Ohio Penguins fans, sports betting is coming. FanDuel is offering 
a free $100 bet for pre-registration. Grab it — Click here 
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Penguins Skate: Petry on Ice Early; Zucker, Archibald Game-Time 
Decisions 

 

Published 20 hours ago on December 20, 2022By Shelly Anderson  

 

Monday, we had injured Pittsburgh Penguins winger Jason Zucker on the 
ice early (and then for practice), and Tuesday we had injured 
defenseman Jeff Petry on the ice early before the team’s optional 
morning skate at PPG Paints Arena. 

Coach Mike Sullivan dropped some interesting news after the skate: 
Zucker and fellow forward Josh Archibald are game-time decisions for 
Tuesday’s home game against the New York Rangers. 

Zucker had been listed as week-to-week because of a lower-body injury 
less than a week ago, so his progress has surely accelerated. He and 
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Sullivan insisted Monday — after Zucker surprisingly was a full 
participant in practice — that his timetable had not changed. 

Archibald missed Monday’s practice, and Sullivan said he was being 
evaluated for a lower-body injury, so being a game-time decision would 
seem to suggest he tested out well. 

Petry is on LTIR because of an upper-body injury believed to involve his 
left hand, wrist or arm, so he is not eligible to play before the holidays, 
certainly not against the Rangers. But being on the ice is always “one 
day closer to returning,” as skills assistant Ty Hennes yelled in the form 
of encouragement during their pre-skate workout on the ice. 

Zucker was among the participants in the lightly attended skate. The 
others were forward Drew O’Connor, defensemen Chad Ruhwedel, P.O 
Joseph and Mark Friedman, and goaltender Casey DeSmith. Sullivan 
said Tristan Jarry will start in goal. 
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Dan’s Daily: Big Problems in Philly, Penguins Injury Updates 

 

Published 23 hours ago on December 20, 2022By Dan Kingerski  

 

Sometimes, you have to break it before you can fix it. John Tortorella is 
breaking the Philadelphia Flyers as they embark on a tear-down project 
more akin to Godzilla in Tokyo, fire-breathing included. The Flyers and 
Montreal Canadiens were talking trade over the summer. Chicago media 
are starting to dive into the NHL trade rumors and what a Patrick Kane 
trade to the Rangers would look like. There was some hockey on 
Monday, and Cale Makar’s sportsmanship led to the overturning of a 
penalty against his opponent. And a scene in the Pittsburgh Penguins’ 
locker room was too perfect. 

Perhaps I’ve been doing this for a long time. No one should be surprised 
the Flyers have friction with top players. Remember Tortorella vs. Vincent 
Lecavalier in Tampa? It was contentious in Vancouver, and he lasted 
only a year. It was Torts vs. Ryan Johansen in Columbus, and the cycle 
repeats in Philly with Kevin Hayes. When Tortorella sees the need for 
culture change, he uses his top players to effect change. If he doesn’t 
feel they’re on board with his program, he makes an example of them, 
and it’s not usually pretty. 

Pittsburgh Penguins / Steelers, Pirates 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: Surprise … look who was in a full-contact jersey 
at practice. Get the practice story full update on Jason Zucker. 

The numbers tell us you really like the Penguins locker-room stuff we do. 
I do, too. There was a sweet little moment in the locker room, and the PK 
was all over the Penguins’ power play. So, what did they win? Absolutely 
nothing! Check it out: Penguins Penguins locker room. 

Steelers Now: 

Yeah, probably best not to say anything. The Carolina CB who was 
torched ripped the Steelers. 

Finding its identity. The Steelers offense is kicking ass. 

And — it’s a long shot — but here are the Steelers playoff scenarios. 

Pittsburgh Baseball Now: 

Hey, if you’re a Pirates fan or try to follow them, I’d love for you to visit 
John Perrotta and Pittsburgh Baseball Now home page. They’re putting 
out fresh stories and analyses daily, and you won’t get fanboys or a pre-
set narrative. 

The Pirates acquired Connor Joe from Colorado. 

John Perrotto tells you what to like about the Pittsburgh Pirates 
acquisition. 

NHL Trade Talk, News & National Hockey Now: 

Philly Hockey Now: There is a lot of drama. Kevin Hayes was a healthy 
scratch for a couple of games and voiced his disagreement. Now, there 
are reports that the Philadelphia Flyers might buy him out. 

Hayes openly disagreed with the scratches. I know you love the Flyers‘ 
problems. 

And for some salt in the wound, the Flyers’ injuries are catastrophic. Cam 
Atkinson is done for the year. And an update on Sean Couturier. 

NBC Sports Chicago: Patrick Kane isn’t yet on the NHL trade block. 
Cmon, it’s coming, and the rumored front-runner is the New York 
Rangers. 

Montreal Hockey Now: How’s this for a little juicy gossip: This summer, 
the Flyers offered James van Riemsdyk around the league, but the 
Montreal Canadiens wanted a first-round pick, too. 

Boston Hockey Now: This situation is one to watch. Craig Smith is a legit 
player, one year removed from a 16-goal season, and cleared waivers on 
Monday. What are the Boston Bruins’ options? 

NYI Hockey Now: I’ve never seen this before. Officials called a penalty 
on the Islanders, then Cale Makar talked them out of it?! He gifted the 
New York Islanders. 

Washington: Gordie Howe’s sons met Alex Ovechkin’s son. Talk about 
offspring, eh? See the Washington Capitals moment. 

Sportsnet: Stuart Skinner has taken the net from Jack Campbell in 
Edmonton, and Skinner got a new contract this week. Mark Spector says 
it was an easy decision. 

San Jose Hockey Now: Tomas Hertl earned a two-game suspension for 
high-sticking Elias Lindholm. Here’s why the NHL suspended the San 
Jose Sharks forward. 

There was a three-way trade with Toronto, Florida and Detroit. The Red 
Wings acquired defenseman Michael del Zotto from Florida, then flipped 
him to Anaheim for an AHL veteran scorer. Ok? Here’s the full details of 
the Red Wings trade. 

Lastly, Andrew ‘the Hamburglar” Hammond announced his retirement via 
Twitter. It’s not often cheeseburgers rain down on the ice, and it’s 
awesome when they do. That was a special run with the Ottawa 
Senators. 
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Travis Konecny cashes in twice to lead the Flyers to a 5-3 victory over 
the Blue Jackets 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

 

Last season, Flyers winger Travis Konecny struggled to put the puck into 
the back of the net, scoring on a career-low 7.3% of his shots. 

But on Tuesday night against the Columbus Blue Jackets at the Wells 
Fargo Center, Konecny proved that those scoring woes are merely a 
distant memory. 

The 25-year-old Konecny scored twice, once shorthanded and once at 
even strength, to lead the Flyers to a 5-3 victory. Konecny ranks first on 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2022 

 

the team in goals with 14 this season through 27 games, putting him on a 
career-best 0.54 goals-per-game pace. Tuesday marked Konecny’s first 
multigoal game of the season since the opener against the New Jersey 
Devils on Oct. 13, when he also scored twice. 

“A lot of that [confidence] just comes from playing with guys that are 
making the right plays that are coming to me,” Konecny said. “Over the 
course of the year, all the guys I’ve been playing with are giving me the 
puck and doing the right things and the bounces are just going in for me 
right now.” 

Eric Robinson of the Blue Jackets is upended by Wade Allison of the 
Flyers during the first period at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Eric Robinson of the Blue Jackets is upended by Wade Allison of the 
Flyers during the first period at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Charles Fox / Staff Photographer 

Both goals were highlight-reel worthy, but his second was particularly 
impressive. Less than three minutes into the third period, Konecny 
scored on his backhand off the rush, dangling around Blue Jackets 
defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov in the process to put the Flyers up, 4-2. 

The Blue Jackets cut the Flyers’ lead to one when defenseman Andrew 
Peeke sniped a shot bar-down on goalie Carter Hart. But the Flyers 
stood tall and protected their lead until the final horn sounded, after 
winger Owen Tippett’s empty-net goal with 1 minute, 19 seconds left. 

TravHIM Konecny.  #CBJvsPHI | #FueledByPhilly 
pic.twitter.com/qEansW9h9t 

— Philadelphia Flyers (@NHLFlyers) December 21, 2022 

First time for everything 

Before this season, Konecny wasn’t utilized much while the Flyers were 
shorthanded. However, when coach John Tortorella arrived in 
Philadelphia, he decided to take advantage of Konecny’s speed and 
energy as a key member of the penalty kill. Tortorella likes to mix and 
match pairs, and Konecny has primarily been coupled with forward Scott 
Laughton. The duo has shown offensive chemistry on the kill, with 
Laughton’s first shorthanded goal of the season coming off an assist from 
Konecny, and continued to build on it against the Blue Jackets. 

The Flyers went on the kill halfway through the first period after winger 
Johnny Gaudreau drew a hooking call against defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolainen. Roughly 40 seconds into the penalty, Laughton cleared the 
puck and banked it off the wall in the neutral zone to spring Konecny for 
a one-on-one against Blue Jackets defenseman Marcus Bjork. Konecny 
maneuvered his way to the inside of the right circle and fired a shot past 
Blue Jackets goalie Daniil Tarasov to put the Flyers up, 1-0. The 
shorthanded goal was the first of Konecny’s career. 

“I just think he’s so good,” Tortorella said. “I had Cam [Atkinson] for six 
years [in Columbus], and him and Cam are very similar. They anticipate 
so very well as a penalty killer. That’s why they end up with scoring 
chances in those types of situations.” 

 

TK ON THE PK   

Flyers take a 1-0 lead! pic.twitter.com/ZPBlorobXG 

— NBC Sports Philadelphia (@NBCSPhilly) December 21, 2022 

A top-notch trio 

Since winger James van Riemsdyk returned from a broken finger on Dec. 
7, he has primarily played alongside center Morgan Frost and Tippett. 
Despite the Flyers’ losses in that time frame, Tortorella has opted to keep 
them together as they have jelled offensively. Together, they helped the 
Flyers wrangle momentum away from the Blue Jackets when the visitors 
were up, 2-1. 

Frost notched the equalizer when he was given time and space to walk 
the puck to the middle of the left faceoff circle. He scored on a wrist shot, 
his third goal in three games and the first time this season he has scored 
in consecutive games. Four minutes later, Tippett had a give-and-go with 
winger Joel Farabee, who found him at the front of the net from below the 
goal line. Tippett scored to give the Flyers a 3-2 lead. 

According to Natural Stat Trick, the van Riemsdyk-Frost-Tippett line 
finished the night with an 80% shot-attempt rate (24 shot attempts for, six 
against). 

“It’s always nice when you can stick with the same guys and kind of build 
chemistry,” Tippett said. “I think I was saying to Frosty actually today, it’s 
nice just kind of knowing where guys are going to be all the time and 
know where your outs are when when you’re in danger. So it’s been 
great and hopefully we can keep going.” 

Morgan can. #CBJvsPHI | #FueledByPhilly pic.twitter.com/8L6Aei05uz 

— Philadelphia Flyers (@NHLFlyers) December 21, 2022 

A dangerous bunch off the rush 

On Tuesday after morning skate, Tortorella acknowledged the offensive 
potency of the Blue Jackets’ line of Gaudreau, winger Patrik Laine, and 
center Kent Johnson. He thought they were particularly dangerous off the 
rush, an area that the Flyers struggled in defensively on Saturday night 
against the New York Rangers. 

Tortorella’s perception became reality halfway through the second period 
with the score tied at 1, thanks to a deflection goal by Blue Jackets 
winger Kirill Marchenko. Gaudreau helped the Blue Jackets get out of 
their own zone, attempting to pass the puck ahead to Laine. Ristolainen 
got his stick on it, but he lost an edge and the puck went back to 
Gaudreau. He got the puck to Johnson in the neutral zone, scoring on a 
two-on-one to give the Blue Jackets a 2-1 lead. 

#CBJ ON TOP! pic.twitter.com/7AohIJBxVK 

— Bally Sports Columbus (@BallySportsCBUS) December 21, 2022 

What’s next 

The Flyers hit the road to face off against the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Thursday at 2 p.m. (NBC Sports Philadelphia). 
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Flyers’ defensive corps keeps shifting, but their ‘top’ pair stays the same 

 

by Giana Han 

 

Someone’s name has to go first, so, by default, Ivan Provorov and 
Rasmus Ristolainen are the Flyers’ top defensive pair. But that’s more 
formality than reality, coach John Tortorella said. 

“I’m not sure we can call it a top pair,” Tortorella said. “I think it’s a pair 
that’s defending hard. Is that the top pair? I don’t know.” 

Provorov and Ristolainen do get a lot of minutes, many of them against 
top lines, Tortorella pointed out. But Tony DeAngelo, who was on the 
third line, played the most out of the defensemen last game. Before that, 
it was Provorov and Travis Sanheim, and before that, it was Sanheim 
and Cam York. Ristolainen has finished in the top two in ice time only 
once in the last five games. 

But Tortorella likes the improvements Ristolainen has made and thinks 
he deserves to be on the not-quite-top pair. The Flyers also feel he’s a 
good partner for Provorov. Together, the two are closing people out, 
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which is needed on a team that has the 13th-worst goals-against 
average. 

DeAngelo, meanwhile, is struggling in that aspect of the game. The 
Flyers want him to cut down on his skating. 

“He has legs to close out people, but then he comes off of them, and it 
kind of makes everybody else swim from there,” Tortorella said. 

DeAngelo has had a lot going on. He was playing too many minutes; he 
got banged up; he was a healthy scratch; and he dealt with a death in his 
family. Tortorella said he isn’t making excuses for him, but the Flyers are 
going to “give Tony some time to work on his defensive part.” 

On Tuesday, DeAngelo will try to get back into things alongside Sanheim 
after shaking off the rust last game. The move up a line means York has 
been demoted to the third pairing. However, it’s not a statement about 
York’s play so much as the groundwork for an experiment. 

Cam York had 13 points in 20 games at Lehigh Valley of the AHL this 
season. 

Cam York had 13 points in 20 games at Lehigh Valley of the AHL this 
season. 

Giana Han 

York has said in the past that he’s more comfortable on the left side, but 
he has played on the right for Tortorella and assistant coach Brad Shaw. 
On Tuesday, he will switch to the left to play next to Justin Braun. Nick 
Seeler will sit out. 

Tortorella said he leaves a lot of the defensive decisions to Shaw. The 
two of them talk, but they’ve worked together so long, they have an 
understanding of how the other thinks. And once the game starts, it’s up 
to Shaw how the pairings and minutes shake out. 

“Come game time, when we’re in the game, I don’t pay too much 
attention to the pair,” Tortorella said. “Sometimes it comes with in-game 
matchups. It’s a read on who’s playing well. When they play well, do you 
stick with them? Individual play, does he deserve more ice time, all those 
things come into play.” 

Flyers in practice 

van Riemsdyk-Frost-Tippett 

Farabee-N. Cates-Konecny 

Hayes-Laughton-MacEwen 

Deslauriers-Brown-Allison, Willman rotates in 

Provorov-Ristolainen 

York-Braun 

Sanheim-DeAngelo 

Seeler 

— Olivia Reiner (@ReinerOlivia) December 19, 2022 

Mac’s back, Willman’s chillin’ 

Zack MacEwen has been in and out of the lineup since the Flyers’ game 
against the Arizona Coyotes on Dec. 11. He took a hard hit during that 
game and headed to the locker room. 

MacEwen took part in the next morning skate, but he didn’t play in the 
following game on Dec. 13 against the Colorado Avalanche. 

MacEwen, who previously had played on the third line, slotted in on the 
fourth line Thursday against the Devils and played only 9 minutes, 45 
seconds. And then he went out again, missing Saturday’s game against 
the New York Rangers with an illness. 

When MacEwen was out the first time, Max Willman got a chance to 
play, slotting in on the fourth line against the Avalanche. However, 

Willman wasn’t given an opportunity to fill in again Saturday because he 
was dealing with an upper body injury. 

Willman returned to the ice for Tuesday’s morning skate, but he will be 
out once again and is listed as day to day. 

Breakaways 

"I don't think you stop Johnny Gaudreau," John Tortorella said. "He's a 
really good player." 

Tortorella said it's not just him you have to worry about. You have to 
worry about the other guys because he's so good at utilizing them. 

— Giana Han (@giana_jade) December 20, 2022 

Carter Hart will start in goal for the Flyers against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Tuesday night. ... Daniil Tarasov will be in goal for the Blue 
Jackets with Elvis Merzlikins sick and Joonas Korpisalo on injured 
reserve. ... Tortorella said the Flyers will not be able to fully shut down 
Johnny Gaudreau because he is too good of a player, and they’ll have to 
watch out for the entire line since Gaudreau is able to utilize his 
teammates well. ... This starts a stretch of three games in four nights. 
The Flyers need to improve their starts anyway, but they’re also trying to 
manage the schedule. 
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Konecny leads Flyers' youth-infused win over Blue Jackets 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers' front office had to be pleased with the club's youth Tuesday 
night. 

Led by a crop of players 25 years old or younger, the Flyers recorded a 
5-3 win over the Blue Jackets at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Travis Konecny buried a pair of pretty goals. Morgan Frost and Owen 
Tippett also found the back of the net for the Flyers, who entered scoring 
2.41 goals per game, tied for the second fewest in the NHL. 

Tippett's second tally of the night was a game-sealing empty-netter. 

Carter Hart gave the Flyers a good chance to win and got some overdue 
run support. 

John Tortorella's team has won two of its last three games, which is 
notable given it was 2-11-5 over its previous 18 games. 

"Everybody wants results. You can't minimize that," Tortorella said. "We 
always are preparing to win a hockey game. Players, that's all they want 
to do is win. I have to, as the head coach of the team, understand some 
of the situations that some guys are in and where maybe we get 
overwhelmed at times, I've got to make sure I keep patience as we're 
building. Because we're building. 

"But as you're building, when you approach each and every game, you 
want to win it. It's my job and my coaching staff's job to make sure we 
handle ourselves the right way. Players just want to play and win. We 
have to control circumstances in how we coach them when we're not 
getting the results." 

The Flyers (11-15-7) have scored three or more goals in consecutive 
games for the first time since Oct. 27-29. 

The Flyers are 1-1-1 against the Blue Jackets (10-20-2). They don't see 
Columbus again until April 11, the Flyers' final home game of the regular 
season. 
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• Here are the ages of the Flyers' goal scorers Tuesday night: 

Konecny — 25 

Tippett — 23 

Frost — 23 

Cam York, a 21-year-old and arguably the Flyers' top defensive prospect, 
recorded two assists. 

The 22-year-old Joel Farabee, who had one point (an assist) in his 
previous 10 games, recorded a helper and was a plus-3. 

It all came against a hobbled Columbus team that played the night prior, 
but one that still has some pretty good players up front. 

In a transitional season like this, the Flyers need to get a thorough read 
on their younger players. This was a good night for the organization. 

"We have a young team, we're relying on some pretty important young 
players," Kevin Hayes said. "Tonight they were great." 

• Johnny Gaudreau, the local product who was interested in the Flyers 
during the offseason, has five points (one goal, four assists) against 
Tortorella's club this season. 

He had just one assist Tuesday night. The Flyers did a solid job against 
the top line of Gaudreau, Kent Johnson and Patrik Laine. 

The trio combined for three points (one goal, two assists) but the Flyers 
limited the damage. 

"I don't think you stop Johnny Gaudreau," Tortorella said Tuesday 
morning. 

"You've got to be concentrated on him with just his speed and his 
quickness as far as beating you 1-on-1 or carrying it through the neutral 
zone. But when it gets in the offensive zone, you've got to worry about 
him, but also the other guys that he can utilize because he's that good. 

"That line, very good rush line. So we've got to be careful about the 
middle of the ice and looking for people that he'll utilize." 

• Hart has made 107 saves on 115 shots over the last three games. 

The 24-year-old converted 30 saves Tuesday night. 

In a span of 2:43 minutes during the second period, Kirill Marchenko and 
Kent Johnson turned the Flyers' 1-0 lead into a 2-1 deficit. 

But Frost and Tippett countered. 

Columbus was missing its Nos. 1 and 2 goalies Elvis Merzlikins (illness) 
and Joonas Korpisalo (lower body). 

Daniil Tarasov, who was in net the night before (32 saves on 33 shots), 
stopped 34 of the Flyers' 38 shots. The 23-year-old was making his 13th 
career NHL start. 

"That's the effort we're looking for," Konecny said. "I thought it was good, 
we got a lead, we went down, we battled back and then we closed it out. 
I thought it was a really good effort from everybody." 

• Konecny's game-opening marker was a shorthanded one, the first of his 
career. 

The play was all possible because of his speed and skill. Sometimes the 
better PK units are the ones that can put pressure on the opposing power 
play, which is exactly what Konecny did, handing the Flyers a 1-0 lead at 
first intermission. 

A real positive sign for the Flyers this season has been Konecny adding 
PK responsibilities to his plate. Back in October, Tortorella noted how 
Konecny reminded him of Cam Atkinson, a goal scorer who has had a lot 
of success at shorthanded. 

Konecny's second goal was just as impressive. He danced through the 
Blue Jackets and backhanded a shot bar down. It cushioned the Flyers' 

lead to 4-2 just 2:45 minutes into the third period and turned out to be the 
game-winner. 

Konecny owns a team-leading 14 goals through 27 games and is on 
pace for 30-plus. He had 16 in 79 games last season. 

"He's a bundle of energy. I love that about him," Tortorella said. "With a 
bundle of energy, there's going to be some crazy stuff that happens. I 
don't want to over-coach him. 

"When we get to being a team that is competing in big games, playoffs 
and all that, when we get there as a team, hopefully at that time, he'll 
lead the way as far as situational play. He's still a young man in this 
game." 

• General manager Chuck Fletcher believed Hayes would respond well to 
being benched by Tortorella. 

The 30-year-old forward was fine in his return to the lineup. He went 
scoreless in 14:25 minutes but was sound situationally. He'll have to 
continue to earn Tortorella's trust for more minutes. 

• In the Flyers' 6-3 loss Saturday to the Rangers, Tony DeAngelo showed 
rust after missing the Flyers' four-game road trip. He had three 
giveaways and a minus-5 mark in 24:26 minutes. 

The 27-year-old defenseman was much better Tuesday. With the Flyers 
clinging to a 3-2 lead late in the second period, DeAngelo broke up a 
Blue Jackets 2-on-1. 

He played a physical game defensively and was active offensively with 
six shots. 

"He's been banged up, he missed a game because of me, my decision, 
he has a family situation — there's a lot of stuff going on there," 
Tortorella said Tuesday morning. "I don't want to make excuses for him, I 
just think we need to spend more time — and [assistant coach] Brad 
Shaw has — as far as how we play defense. 

"The biggest thing with Tony is he needs to cut down his skating, needs 
to identify who his guy is, close him out and not come off of him. He has 
legs to close out people, but then he comes off of him and it kind of 
makes everybody else swim from there. 

"So that's a big part of the game we're working on with Tony without 
trying to hamper his offense." 

On defense, Nick Seeler sat for the first time this season. 

• Wade Allison returned to the lineup after missing five weeks with an 
oblique strain and a hip pointer. More on the team's health front here. 

Allison played 10:40 minutes on the fourth line. 

• The Flyers have a back-to-back set on the road with a matchup 
Thursday against the Maple Leafs (2 p.m. ET/NBCSP) and Friday 
against the Hurricanes (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP+). 

With the NHL-mandated three-day holiday break, the club then has five 
days before its next game. 
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Flyers get a forward back from injury; Couturier 'doing real well' 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — Considering the number of serious injuries Wade 
Allison endured before the age of 25, you can't blame him for fearing the 
worst when he went down in pain on Nov. 12. 
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"I was like, 'Holy s---, what the hell is going on?'" Allison said with a laugh 
Monday. "It turned out to be better than I thought. We're good." 

After missing five weeks with an oblique strain and a hip pointer, Allison 
will return Tuesday when the Flyers host the Blue Jackets (7 p.m. 
ET/NBCSP). 

Allison, who celebrated his 25th birthday a day after the Flyers' Oct. 13 
regular-season opener, got back on the ice in early December. He felt he 
turned a corner last week in his recovery. 

"Probably this past week here, I've been able to get out and actually work 
on some stuff, compete out there fully," Allison said. "So I can get back to 
my cardio and that mental belief. Each day I feel a little bit better. This 
last week here has been real big for me." 

Wade Allison at practice Monday. Heâ ™s set to return tonight after 
missing five weeks. pic.twitter.com/Uf4ToWpYPG— Jordan Hall 
(@JHallNBCS) December 20, 2022 

The Flyers (10-15-7) could use his help at forward. They've struggled to 
score goals all season and are missing Cam Atkinson (neck), Sean 
Couturier (back) and Tanner Laczynski (lower body) up front. 

More: Season ends before it started — Atkinson to have neck surgery, 
Flyers feel for him 

"I can see how effective he can be if he just concentrates on his game, 
being who he is," head coach John Tortorella said Monday about Allison. 
"I think he kind of gets lost sometimes. Still a young guy, has to learn, but 
I think he's been very coachable. We've had a number of conversations. 

"I do think he was playing really well at the time that he was injured. I just 
want him to pick up where he left off there. He'll have some struggles, 
there will be some rust, he's been out a while." 

General manager Chuck Fletcher said Couturier is "doing real well." 

The 30-year-old center, recovering from a second back surgery, could 
start skating in two to three weeks. 

Couturier is over a month and three weeks into his three-to-four-month 
recovery. 

Prospect Bobby Brink will see Dr. Christopher Larson in Minneapolis this 
week with the hope of the 21-year-old winger being fully cleared. Brink, a 
2019 second-round pick, underwent surgery during July to repair a torn 
labrum in his left hip. 

"He's been skating regularly, but getting into the contact, getting in lines, 
doing the line drills, all that," Fletcher said, "hopefully that comes pretty 
quickly for him." 
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Goalie Alex Stalock returns to the Chicago Blackhawks after 1½ months 
in concussion protocol: ‘You don’t think it’s going to happen to you’ 

 

By Phil Thompson 

 

Chicago Blackhawks goalie Alex Stalock had never had a concussion 
before, but he thought he knew what to expect. 

“I didn’t,” he said. “I thought it was going to be five days, to be honest. 
That’s just your mind, how it works. I thought (it would be) a week, I’ll be 
right back, but unfortunately that wasn’t the case. And five days turned 
into whatever it may be.” 

Forty-eight days. 

That’s how much time elapsed since a collision with New York Islanders 
forward Casey Cizikas forced Stalock’s exit three minutes into a Nov. 1 
game and resulted in his placement in concussion protocol. 

Stalock and Hawks coaches thought he was “close” a few times, but 
setbacks pushed back his timeline. 

He finally was activated from injured reserve Monday after clearing 
concussion protocol and practiced Tuesday at Fifth Third Arena. Arvid 
Söderblom was sent to the Rockford IceHogs. 

“I wasn’t surprised it took that long,” Hawks coach Luke Richardson said 
of Stalock’s long road. “I’m just happy he’s back now.” 

He said Stalock could play as soon as Friday against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 

“You don’t want to go in too early and hurt the group,” said Stalock, who 
backs up Petr Mrázek. 

Richardson agrees and wants to ease in Stalock with practices and 
warmups first. 

“You can never say 100% he’ll start,” Richardson said. “Hopefully we can 
get a shutout win (when Mrázek starts against the Nashville Predators on 
Wednesday). You always want to give a goalie that chance to have that 
follow-up game. But it would probably be the perfect situation to have 
Petr play tomorrow and Alex Friday and get them both in before the 
(Christmas) break.” 

He added that Stalock’s return would be “another reason why our 
defense has to play a little bigger in front of that crease. We want to 
make sure we protect the goalies.” 

Blackhawks goaltender Alex Stalock (32) skates off the ice after suffering 
an injury in the first period against the Islanders on Nov. 1, 2022, at the 
United Center. 

While Stalock said it would be great to get a start before the break, he’s 
just happy to feel good again and finally be cleared from concussion 
protocol. 

“You have a lot of days where you come (in) hoping things are going to 
be good the whole time and you have setbacks, and it’s frustrating and 
you try to stay with it mentally,” the 11-year veteran said. “It’s a challenge 
that I’ve had to go through. It’s the first time in my career. 

“Thank God I held off (having a concussion) this long. Unfortunately I got 
bit by it, but hopefully I’m over it and back around the group every day. 
It’s what I enjoy doing, so back where I want to be.” 

Stalock found himself questioning when this day would come. 

“I was told that early on you’re going to feel good and then there’s going 
to be setbacks,” he told the Tribune last week, “(but) anytime going 
through injury, you’re not prepared for that, you don’t think it’s going to 
happen to you. Mentally, it’s hard to battle with it.” 

“It's a challenge that I've had to go through. It's the first time in my career. 
Thank God it's held off this long, unfortunately I got bit by it.” 

—Blackhawks goalie Alex Stalock on being cleared after more than a 
month and a half in concussion protocol pic.twitter.com/fN8PcD3WKv 

— Phillip Thompson (@_phil_thompson) December 20, 2022 

Stalock at times seemed reluctant to go into details about what 
symptoms were recurring, but he explained, “It’s hard to describe until 
you go through it.” 

“You come to the rink feeling good in the morning, you go through a 
tough workout and you feel good right away afterward,” he said. “And 
then all of a sudden you go home and you’ll just be sitting on the couch 
and it hits you, whether it’s dizziness or lightheadedness and symptoms 
like that, and all you want to do is lay on your couch, lay in your bed, take 
a nap. And that’s just not how I am. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2022 

 

“You don’t live your life how you normally would. It’s your brain and 
you’re ticking different, I guess.” 

Richardson suspected that Stalock, known among coaches and 
teammates for his energy in the locker room, couldn’t sit still and get the 
rest he needed. 

“He’s that buzz saw guy, so sometimes maybe that’s hard for them to 
settle down and relax and it just lingers longer,” Richardson said. “His 
motor’s running all the time.” 

As the timeline extended, Stalock’s frustration grew. 

“You sit and wait and wait and wait and hope for better days,” he said. 

Stalock had heard “seven to 10 days” for other players with concussions 
and assumed it would be the same for him. 

“That’s what you’re expecting as an athlete,” he said. “And if it doesn’t 
happen, you get disappointed and you get upset, you get down. It starts 
stretching into multiple weeks and it starts to get more frustrating.” 

There was a basis for Stalock’s belief. Doctors who spoke to the Tribune 
said it’s based on concussion protocols in professional sports leagues 
and the fact they’re not “one size fits all.” 

Dr. Erickson Andrews led a study — “Concussions in the National 
Hockey League: Analysis of Incidence, Return to Play, and 
Performance,” based on documented cases between the 2009-10 and 
2015-16 seasons — that was  

Published in the National Institutes of Health’s National Library of 
Medicine. Researchers found players missed about 17 days and 7½ 
games on average after a concussion. 

Stalock has missed 20 games, though he likely wouldn’t have started 
most of them. 

The return-to-play study didn’t include goalies because of the small 
sample size compared with skaters, but some findings generally apply to 
players’ recovery from concussions. 

“It’s not a one-size-fits-all answer,” said Andrews, a senior resident at 
Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit. “All concussions are created differently 
based off the severity (and) the number of traumas that individuals 
sustained in previous athletic or other experiences. So I don’t think that 
the seven-day (timeline) that we talk about is for sure for everyone.” 

Dr. Caitlin Nicholson, a primary care sports medicine physician with 
Midwest Orthopaedics at Rush, said concussions are more common in 
men’s and women’s hockey, along with soccer and football. 

“And depending on different studies, the rates of concussion will vary as 
far as which has the most concussions,” she said. “But I would say that 
those sports are consistently at the top of the list.” 

Andrews’ study found a rate of 5.8 to 6.1 concussions per 100 NHL 
games. 

Nicholson said some athletes can see improvement in symptoms 
between three and five days, “so that seven-to-10-day timeline does 
make sense because the first step on the timeline is for the athlete to 
become asymptomatic.” 

“Symptom-free could be their headaches have gone away, they no 
longer have vision changes or balance issues,” she said. “It’s a lot more 
subtle stuff than what you would typically think of when you think of some 
of the concussion symptoms. 

“Seven to 10 days might be where a majority of the athletes fall in, but we 
don’t consider something outside of the realm of normal in an adult until 
you’re getting to that 18- or 19-day mark to return to competition.” 

Both doctors cautioned that they haven’t treated Stalock, so they couldn’t 
speak to why his recovery took more than a month and a half. 

“I don’t know this athlete, I don’t know the case,” Nicholson said, “but I do 
know that balance problems and vision problems, if they are some of the 
symptoms of the concussion, they tend to take a little bit longer to 
resolve.” 

Blackhawks goaltender Alex Stalock (32) skates off the ice after suffering 
an injury in the first period against the Islanders on Nov. 1, 2022, at the 
United Center. 

Stalock sought more answers, doing his own informal research online. 

“You do a ton of that,” he said. “And you have a lot of time to spend doing 
nothing. And you have different symptoms. The internet’s good for some 
stuff, but there’s some stuff it’s not great for and concussions is not ideal 
to go diving into. You end up (learning) some stuff you probably don’t 
want to read.” 

Stalock said family members asked questions almost daily. 

“‘How’s it going? How are you feeling?’” he said. “They’re curious, they 
want me to be feeling good, but it’s my call. I’m the one with the brain in 
my head and I know how I’m feeling.” 

He appreciated having that support system. 

“I have a good family at home, too, that has helped a lot,” Stalock said. 
“There’s been days where it’s not enjoyable through the night, and I’ve 
got a wife and kids at home that know you’re going through something 
mentally. It always (makes it) easier.” 
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Column: How low can Chicago sports go as their combined losing streak 
hits 18 games? 

 

By Paul Sullivan 

 

If you bet the Chicago trifecta on Sunday — Bears, Bulls and Blackhawks 
lose — it was your lucky day. 

Not only did our teams all go down on the same bitterly cold day, while 
also setting new standards for unwatchability, they ran their combined 
losing streak to 18 games. 

If you’re keeping score at home, the Bears and Hawks each have seven 
straight losses and the Bulls streak stands at four. 

And it could be a while before any of our down-and-out teams snaps the 
streak. 

The Bulls, who gave up 150 points in regulation Sunday for the first time 
since 1982 in a lethargic loss to the Minnesota Timberwolves, have three 
road games in four days before Christmas. They’ve lost seven of nine, 
and NBC Sports Chicago analyst Stacey King called them out during 
Sunday’s telecast for excessive loitering on defense. No hot sauce for 
these guys. 

The Hawks, who have one win in their last 16 games, host the Nashville 
Predators on Wednesday and the Columbus Blue Jackets on Friday. 
That’s two teams the Hawks normally could compete with, even as bad 
as they’ve been. But they haven’t had a lead in 420 minutes over their 
seven straight losses and have yielded the first goal in 25 of 30 games 
this season. 

The Bears, one defeat shy of tying the franchise record for consecutive 
losses after falling to the Philadelphia Eagles on Sunday, head into their 
Christmas Eve game against the Buffalo Bills as nine-point underdogs. 
What are their chances? Bleak is putting it mildly. 
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So will we be looking at 24 in a row on Christmas Day? 

Can a bad sports year get any worse? 

Let’s look at the week ahead and see if there’s any chance of a “W” 
before Santa gets to town. 

Bulls 

Bulls guard Coby White (0) and Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards 
(1) react after a first-half play Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, in Minneapolis. 

If any of the three has a shot this week it’s the Bulls, who have shown at 
times they’re capable of playing solid basketball. They scored a 
franchise-record 82 first-half points in a 144-115 romp over the Dallas 
Mavericks on Dec. 10 at the United Center and nearly pulled out an 
overtime win in Atlanta two days later before a buzzer-beater by AJ 
Griffin on an inbounds pass into the post. 

The Bulls play the Hawks again Wednesday in the second of a back-to-
back after Tuesday’s game in Miami. They’ll end the week at Madison 
Square Garden on Friday against a New York Knicks team that beat 
them in back-to-back games last week at the UC. 

Fans are getting antsy. A little more than six minutes remained in Friday 
night’s loss to the Knicks when one loud fan sitting behind the basket 
began yelling for Chairman Jerry Reinsdorf to do something, then started 
a “Sell the team” chant that quickly fizzled out. 

It was at least the second time this year Reinsdorf has been implored to 
sell one of his teams. White Sox fans held up a sign at Guaranteed Rate 
Field this summer sending the same message. 

The Bulls seemingly are emulating the Sox, teasing fans with the 
potential of a playoff team only to falter out of the gate and rationalize it’s 
a long season while they try to climb out of the hole. The Sox made no 
major moves at the trade deadline and finished .500 and out of the 
playoffs. 

Will the Bulls follow the same script? 

Blackhawks 

Blackhawks coach Luke Richardson stands behind the bench during the 
third period against the Rangers on Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, at the United 
Center. 

What else is there to say about a team that Minnesota Star Tribune 
columnist La Velle E. Neal III last week referred to as the “Blah-hawks”? 

At least the Hawks are living down to preseason expectations instead of 
getting anyone’s hopes up. 

The low point may have come Nov. 23 in Dallas, when the Hawks gave 
up five goals to the Stars in the final 10 minutes, turning a 4-1 lead into a 
6-4 loss. Before the next game, coach Luke Richardson said he wasn’t 
concerned about a residual effect after the mind-numbing loss. 

“The best thing is you don’t have to wait too long,” Richardson said. “In 
football you’ve got to wait a whole week on it. Here at least you get a 
chance to get out and get back and get some redemption and get playing 
and get the nerves out and stop thinking about the last game.” 

The Hawks lost 3-2 in a shootout to the Montreal Canadians, then lost 
two more games to extend their streak to eight before ending it in New 
York against the Rangers. But since then they’ve been outscored 36-7 in 
their seven consecutive losses, culminating in Sunday’s 7-1 loss to the 
Rangers at the United Center. 

They’re 1-14-1 over their last 16 games and 3-17-4 in the last 24, while 
the chance of them scoring first is as remote as the chance of them 
winning. 

“I don’t think anyone comes out and doesn’t try to score right off the bat, 
right?” center Andreas Athanasiou said after the loss to the Canadiens. 
“We’re all trying, so it’s kind of just bearing down and maybe keeping it a 
little simpler at the start of the game.” 

Keep trying. 

If the Hawks can’t beat a mediocre Predators team Wednesday on the 
West Side, they have a decent chance of ending the streak Friday at 
home against the Blue Jackets, who are only slightly better with 22 
points. 

Bears 
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If you’re in search of moral victories, the Bears have been Chicago’s 
most successful team this year. 

They do just enough most weeks to lose, and Justin Fields makes one or 
two unbelievable runs every game to make everyone feel better about 
the future. 

It was a similar story in 1978, when the Bears set a franchise record with 
their eighth straight loss in a 17-14 defeat at the hands of the Minnesota 
Vikings, in spite of Walter Payton’s efforts. Payton had only five rushes 
for 16 yards in the first half before coach Neill Armstrong woke up and 
finally called Payton’s number in the second half. 

Payton finished with 127 yards, putting him at 1,019 for the season. 
“They finally figured out where their bread is buttered,” Vikings coach 
Bud Grant said. 

Like Fields, Payton was a one-man show who helped Bears 
management by making fans overlook the pathetic cast surrounding him. 

“His 19-yard run for his second touchdown was the kind of magnificent 
effort that keeps the ticket lines long,” the Tribune’s Don Pierson wrote 
that day. “Certainly not much else does.” 

Fields has been a lot of fun to watch, but losing is losing and the Bears 
show no signs of being able to avoid tying the franchise record against 
the Bills, a potential Super Bowl team. That would mean they could set a 
new mark of nine straight losses on New Year’s Day against the Detroit 
Lions at Ford Field. 

Might as well start 2023 on a new low. 

That’s the Chicago Way. 
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Blackhawks prospect Isaak Phillips brings increased confidence, grit into 
juicy NHL opportunity 

 

By  Ben Pope     

 

Blackhawks prospect Isaak Phillips is a very nice guy. 

Arguably too nice, Hawks coach Luke Richardson thinks. When the 
Hawks sent Phillips to Rockford at the end of training camp — despite his 
solid performance — Richardson asked him to add more grit to his game. 

“[He can work on] being a little bit harder, a little bit meaner,” Richardson 
said Oct. 4. “Not stupid penalties, not cross-checking people in the head 
or stuff like that, but more playing hard against the No. 1 players on the 
other team. Let them know, ‘Oh, I don’t want to play against this guy 
tonight. It’s going to be a hard night, and I’m going to feel it.’ ’’ 
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Phillips, 21, is back on the Hawks’ roster for the first time since camp, 
riding the momentum of 25 fantastic AHL games to start his third 
professional season. And he believes he has added that edge. 

“I’m really working on my physicality,” Phillips said Tuesday. “I’m really 
coming into my own this year and [feeling] confident in my ability in the 
corners. I go into a battle thinking I can win it. 

“[And] in front of the net, [I’m] protecting our goalie, pushing their players 
out, being firm and assertive. You don’t have to be a fighter out there, but 
use your size and make sure the forwards on the other team know who 
they’re playing against.” 

The 6-3, 205-pound Ontario native — despite being nearly two years 
younger than the Hawks’ second-youngest player, forward Philipp 
Kurashev — suddenly sees a juicy opportunity to prove he’s ready to be 
a full-time NHL defenseman. 

Jarred Tinordi, who took a wicked shot to the mouth Sunday, underwent 
surgery Monday to “fix some fractures in his face” and will be “out for a 
while,” Richardson said. It’s an unlucky blow for Tinordi, who also has 
dealt with a back injury and a gash on his chin the last month. He’d just 
removed his full face shield for the game Sunday. 

Phillips appears, for now, to be Tinordi’s designated replacement. He’ll 
make his fifth career NHL appearance Wednesday against the Predators 
in Tinordi’s old spot: on the second pairing with Connor Murphy. 

It’s possible the Hawks plan to merely give Phillips another brief taste of 
the big leagues and will send him back to Rockford next week, but it’s 
also possible Phillips lasts the duration of Tinordi’s absence. 

He already has 116 AHL games under his belt and might not have much 
left to prove at that level. His plus-17 rating this season leads all AHL 
defensemen, and his 17 points are tied for ninth. His ascension since the 
Hawks drafted him in the fifth round in 2020 (141st overall) has been 
swift. 

“We’re not asking him to be a wrecking ball out there,” Richardson said. 
“We want him to use his skating ability and skills. But we want him to use 
[those skills] in a way that he defends hard. 

“If he can get off to a good start here, it’s going to help us, [and] it’s going 
to help him become a regular NHL player. It’s good for everybody.” 

Part of the reason why Richardson has continually harped on Phillips’ 
physicality is because the rest of his game is already so reliable. 

He’s a great passer, particularly when orchestrating breakouts. And he 
carries himself with poise beyond his years. He believes his confidence is 
what has improved most since last season. 

“I’m not reinventing the wheel or anything,” Phillips said. “[I’m] just being 
confident, working on my puck plays at the blue line and moving it 
quickly, and things seem to be going my way.” 
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Blackhawks satisfied with box-plus-one defensive structure, just not with 
execution 

 

By  Ben Pope     

 

Jake McCabe battles Matt Dumba in the Blackhawks-Wild game Friday. 

The Blackhawks still have to kill plays in their defensive zone to make 
their structure work, and they often fail to do so.Abbie Parr/AP 

When Seth Jones mentioned the Blackhawks need to “play a system 
that’s good for all of us” after another discouraging loss Sunday, it was 
worth asking the question. 

Does he believe in the Hawks’ current system? Is it just the execution, 
not the system itself, letting them down? 

“It’s the execution, for sure,” Jones said. 

That answer aligns with what coach Luke Richardson has said as well as 
with the eye test. 

Richardson’s switch from Jeremy Colliton’s controversial “hybrid man-on-
man” defensive structure to a more conventional, zone-like “box-plus-
one” structure in training camp seemed like a much-needed change. 

Even now, after 15 losses in 16 games, it’s difficult to argue any other 
structure would be better. This is exclusively a lack-of-talent problem. 
Imagining this patchwork, mistake-prone roster attempting to follow 
Colliton’s frequently mistake-prompting approach triggers instant 
nightmares. 

“We could go man-on-man, but if we’re not strong enough to kill the play, 
people are going to slide off, and then there’s people leaving people to 
go to that guy, so everything is not going to work,” Richardson said 
recently. “That’s what we’re harping on. Focus on a ‘hit and a pin’ with 
your guy, and then we’ll get some help. It did work.” 

After all, when the Hawks commit turnovers, lose track of their marks, 
double up on opponents pointlessly, get caught flat-footed while puck-
watching or make risky dives to steal the puck, they’ll get burned. The 
structure is just a starting point, Richardson said. 

“When it’s your chance to engage, you have to hit and pin and kill the 
play and get the puck and move it forward,” he added. “[If you don’t], it 
doesn’t matter what system you play, you’re breaking down. 

“Then there’s a five-on-four or there’s a two-on-one somewhere in the D-
zone, so nothing is going to work. You have to have a special goalie to 
make a big save. We’ve put our goalies in that position too much.” 

On Friday, the Wild’s first goal came after the Hawks pursued the puck 
around their defensive zone without killing the play for nearly a minute. 
The constant movement eventually opened up lanes for three 
consecutive cross-ice passes and a tap-in goal. 

The Hawks’ structure actually held up well throughout the shift, making it 
a perfect example of execution letting them down. 

On Sunday, conversely, almost every Rangers five-on-five goal 
happened off an odd-man rush, and the one that didn’t — Filip Chytil’s 
opener — was jump-started by Jack Johnson’s turnover that gave the 
Hawks no time to set up their structure. 

“We have to trust that what we were doing the first part of the first period 
is going to work for 60 minutes,” he said. “But we didn’t, and I don’t think 
we trust it. So we somehow have to get back to that.” 
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Isaak Phillips returns to Blackhawks with more confidence 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks recalled defenseman Isaak Phillips on Monday morning 
after defenseman Jarred Tinordi was placed on injured reserve because 
of a facial fracture, and it's hard to think of anyone else more deserving of 
a call-up. 
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Phillips hasn't just been one of the best defensemen for the Rockford 
IceHogs this season. He's been one of the top blue liners in the entire 
American Hockey League, where he leads all skaters with a +17 rating. 

"I'm ecstatic," Phillips said. "I've been working really hard in Rockford and 
trying to show what I can do, compete every night. I look forward to my 
chance tomorrow." 

Phillips, who was selected by Chicago in the fifth round (No. 141 overall) 
of the 2020 NHL Draft, has taken significant strides in quite a few areas 
since last season. His primary focus has been breaking out pucks in the 
defensive zone. 

"That's my main job," Phillips said. "I want to just get it in the forwards' 
hands as quickly as possible and then help out in transition." 

One of the other areas Phillips has improved on is protecting his own net 
and pushing players out from near the blue paint. He's using his 6-foot-3, 
205-pound frame to his advantage by "being firm and assertive." 

Phillips is also putting up strong offensive numbers. After recording 25 
points (10 goals, 15 assists) in 64 games with the IceHogs last season, 
he has 17 points (three goals, 14 assists) in 25 games this season. 
That's a 76-game pace of 51 points (nine goals, 42 assists). For context, 
only two defensemen in the AHL last season had 50 or more points. 

Phillips said there hasn't been a "huge" difference in his game from last 
season, it's more so his comfortability factor that's different and allowing 
him to thrive. 

"I had a big summer," Phillips said. "I was working really hard. For me, it's 
just confidence with the puck. I have the ability to make that play, and if I 
see it, I'm going to try to make it. 

"My skating and my size, I'm really working on my physicality. I'm really 
coming into my own this year and confident in my ability in the corner. 
Like, I go into a battle thinking I can win it. That's really been huge for 
me." 

Phillips is expected to make his season debut on Wednesday when the 
Blackhawks host the Nashville Predators. He was skating on the second 
pairing at practice on Tuesday with Connor Murphy, so expect him to 
play significant minutes. 

"Just playing much better down in Rockford," Blackhawks head coach 
Luke Richardson said when asked what kind of reports he's gotten on 
Phillips. "Just having a look at him today, he looks excited. We were 
working on breakouts, Ds moving the puck quicker today and he looked 
real comfortable with that and ready to go. 

"He'll be in the lineup tomorrow, and anxious to see him have a good 
start up here with me here." 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 12.21.2022 

1207869 Chicago Blackhawks 

 

Hawks' Jarred Tinordi's facial fracture 'pretty damaging' 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

In the second period of Sunday's 7-1 loss to the New York Rangers, 
Blackhawks defenseman Jarred Tinordi took a puck to the face and 
immediately went to the locker room, leaving a trail of blood on the ice 
along the way. 

Here's a look at the Jarred Tinordi injury from Sunday. He had surgery 
the next day to fix some fractures in his face after taking a puck to the 
mouth and is expected to be out for a while. #Blackhawks 
pic.twitter.com/yBI6m3VzGO— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis) 
December 20, 2022 

The injury came less than two weeks after Tinordi suffered a laceration 
under his chin from a skate blade, which required between 50-100 
stitches. Sunday was the first game he played without the protective 
cage too, which shows you how unlucky things have been for him as of 
late. 

Blackhawks head coach Luke Richardson said after practice on Tuesday 
that Tinordi is expected to be out "for a while." He was placed on injured 
reserve on Monday after undergoing surgery to fix some fractures in his 
face. 

"He's pretty sore, for sure," Richardson said. "I texted him and just heard 
back last night. I think he's getting home today, I believe. This is a pretty 
damaging one, especially after just coming back out of 100-plus stitches. 

"I told him I had a similar break. I broke my jaw with a slap shot. It broke 
right off. They had to put screws and wire together, and he's wired 
together, so I told him that. I actually had another one years before, so it 
wasn't back-to-back like him, where I broke my cheek and had an orbital 
plate and screws in it. 

"I played a hard-style game like he did, just to give him a little piece of 
mind that it does heal and you can go back and play the same way you 
played. It's probably pretty frustrating for him right now and it's a tough 
time of the year. He won't be having turkey this year. Turkey shake, I 
guess, that's about it. 

"He's a battler and competitor. I could just tell by the demeanor on his 
face, he was disappointed not to finish the game with the guys. That's the 
way he thinks, not really thinking about the pain and what he's going to 
have to go through for rehab." 
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What would a Hawks-Rangers trade involving Kane look like? 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Let me start by saying this: Patrick Kane has not made a decision yet 
one way or another about what his future might hold beyond the March 3 
trade deadline.  

I've spoken to some members of the organization who believe he'll stay 
with the Blackhawks. I've talked to others who can't imagine he would. 
The fact there isn't a clear answer yet is indicative that no decision has 
been made, at least not outwardly. 

At some point after the holidays, Kane and his representatives are 
expected to meet with the Blackhawks' management group to discuss 
Kane's future. Same with Jonathan Toews, for that matter. The two of 
them have full no-movement clauses, so they hold all the cards. 

With that being said, I couldn't help but think again on Sunday as Artemi 
Panarin and the New York Rangers routed the Blackhawks 7-1 in 
Chicago that a Kane to New York trade would make the most sense if it 
ever got to a point where Kane wanted to be moved. Hypothetically 
though, what would that trade package look like? 

The Claude Giroux trade from Philadelphia to Florida last season feels 
like a benchmark, at the very least. Here's what the full deal was: 

Panthers receive: Giroux, AHL forward Connor Bunnaman, former first-
round pick German Rubtsov and a fifth-round pick in 2025. 

Flyers receive: Former first-round pick Owen Tippett, a conditional first-
round selection in 2024 and a third-round pick in 2023. 

*If the 2024 first-round pick falls inside the Top 10, Philadelphia will 
receive Florida's 2025 first-round selection. 
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A few reasons why Kane's situation could be slightly different: 

Giroux reportedly gave Philadelphia only one team he wanted to get 
traded to, which limited the return. If Kane were to give Chicago multiple 
teams, it would open up a potential bidding war. If he were to choose just 
one, the return could be similar to Giroux's, although I'd argue Kane is 
playing at a higher level and warrants a larger return because of it. 

Kane's cap hit is $10.5 million. Giroux's was $8.275 million. Even though 
Philadelphia retained 50 percent of Giroux's salary, it's still more than a 
$1 million difference if Chicago were to do the same with Kane. A third 
party could always get involved to crunch the number down further, but 
I'm not sure the Rangers would need to do that. 

(It's worth noting, by the way, that under the new Collective Bargaining 
Agreement, Chicago wouldn't be able to attach a contingency if Kane 
were to re-sign with whatever team he could be traded to). 

The main reason why the Blackhawks and Rangers would be ideal trade 
partners in a Kane trade is that it checks a lot of boxes for both the player 
and the Blackhawks: 

The Rangers have the assets Chicago would be looking for. They have 
so many young players on their roster, most of whom are 
underperforming and could use a change of scenery, and also have two 
first-round picks in 2023. 

The Rangers have the cap space to make it work. As of Sunday, their 
projected deadline space is just over $7.1 million.   

The Rangers would give Kane an opportunity to reunite with his favorite 
linemate Panarin, so the transition would be pretty seamless. Madison 
Square Garden is also a bit closer to his hometown of Buffalo, which 
would make things a little easier on his parents, who drive to Chicago for 
most home games. 

The Rangers have a strong core that could entice Kane into signing an 
extension if one of his preferences, if he were to move, is to choose a 
team that could keep him around beyond just a playoff run and is a 
perennial contender for years to come. 

If you're the Blackhawks, how high is your asking price? A first-round pick 
would almost certainly be part of the package. After that, it gets 
interesting. 

Would the Rangers part ways with K'Andre Miller or Braden Schneider? 
Doubtful. What about Filip Chytil, Kaapo Kakko or Alexis Lafreniere? 
That's where the conversation would probably go next, and that's where 
it should go next. Multiple league scouts I spoke to weren't very high on 
Vitali Kravtsov, so I don't think he'd be a prospect the Blackhawks would 
get overly excited about. 

A few weeks ago, it didn't seem like the Rangers would be a possibility 
for Kane because they were outside of the playoff picture. But now that 
they've won seven in a row, the Rangers look like the team most thought 
they would be at the beginning of the season, which could make them 
legitimate players in the potential Kane sweepstakes. 

Patrick Kane and Artemi Panarin firing pucks at each other and having 
some friendly words at center ice. #Blackhawks 
pic.twitter.com/bRdMznUh9C— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis) 
December 19, 2022 
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Shift breakdown: Blackhawks prospect Sam Rinzel stands out at World 
Junior A Challenge 

 

By Scott Powers 

 

Matt Smaby had an interesting perspective of Blackhawks defenseman 
prospect Sam Rinzel as they both joined Team USA for the recent World 
Junior A Challenge. 

Smaby is Rinzel’s head coach for the Waterloo Black Hawks of the 
USHL, so Smaby has been watching Rinzel up close for the last three 
months. Smaby is well aware of Rinzel’s skating ability, offensive 
instincts, length and so on. But this environment was different, and that 
made Rinzel play differently. Against some of the world’s best around his 
age group, the 18-year-old Rinzel took his game to another level and 
flourished while helping Team USA to the championship. 

“Especially at this level the tournament we’re at, you can just see the fact 
that he’s a world-class skater,” Smaby said. “It’s pretty evident. He ends 
up scoring a goal (in one game) on the rush, blowing by four guys. His 
skating is world class. In an event like this, it’s the best Junior A players 
across North America, he’s standing out big time in regards to that.” 

The Blackhawks used their third first-round pick in 2022 on Rinzel largely 
because of his skating ability and 6-foot-4 size. They knew he already 
possessed those gifts to play in the NHL. The question they and other 
teams had entering the draft was whether the rest of his game would 
catch up to that. The Blackhawks thought the potential reward 
outweighed the risk and selected him as the 25th pick. 

The Blackhawks plan to be extremely patient with Rinzel’s development. 
While defenseman prospect Kevin Korchinski, the seventh pick in 2022, 
could be in their NHL lineup as early as next season, there isn’t any 
expectation by general manager Kyle Davidson for Rinzel to be 
anywhere near the lineup for a number of years. It’s this season at 
Waterloo for Rinzel, then heading off to the University of Minnesota as a 
freshman next season and so on. 

As Davidson recently said, “A long-term guy, but he’s on the right track.” 

The Blackhawks believe Rinzel has the tools to be an elite player, but it’s 
a matter of putting them together. At the World Junior A Challenge, he 
showed some signs of his potential to do that. I went back and watched 
all of Rinzel’s shifts from three of his games at the tournament. This is 
what stood out: 

Let’s start with the play that Smaby referenced. You may have seen it on 
social media. It got around a bit after Rinzel scored it. On this play, it’s 
the skating, the change of speed, the poise, the puckhandling and the 
vision. 

That last goal is the type of play that happens every once in a while, 
right? Well, Rinzel nearly scored a similar goal earlier in that same game. 
The first one would have been even more impressive, too. There’s a lot 
to like for the Blackhawks on this play, but what might be most 
transferable is his retrieval with speed. He can alleviate so much 
defensive pressure alone. The Blackhawks believe Rinzel’s first step 
could be a game-changer. 

“With his skating, the ability to kind of beat that first wave of pressure is 
outstanding,” Smaby said. “And when he does create a little bit of time 
and space for himself, he’s flown by guys. And I think that also rings true 
in the offensive zone when he’s moving. With our system and our team, 
we’ve got a lot of movement in the offensive zone. When he’s skating, it 
presents a big problem for the other team because he has the ability to 
find space and create more space for himself, and that draws other 
defenders to him and opens up plays to his teammates.” 

A common theme in these clips will be his skating. In this following one, 
it’s him utilizing that skating to be aggressive on the forecheck. He forces 
a turnover and helps create an offensive chance. 

Rinzel doesn’t panic often with the puck. He seems like he might be in a 
corner with few options, but he’s willing to hold onto the puck and see if 
he can figure things out for himself. On this play, he figures things out 
well as he skates out of trouble and creates a shot. That doesn’t always 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2022 

 

work out, and Rinzel does have to learn when to make those types of 
plays. 

“Efficiency with the puck is a big thing,” Smaby said. “Like we just talked 
about, he’s a world-class skater, but I think the growth areas for him 
where he can keep getting better is just being efficient with the puck. 
Players at our level and really at every level kind of moving up from this 
point forward, they’re gonna become better and better defenders. So kind 
of having that ability to know when he’s got time and space and when to 
use it. And then also to know and understand when he’s under pressure 
and where his outs are and moving the puck efficiently.” 

This is an example of where he tries to do too much: 

Back to the positives, Rinzel coasts with the puck into the zone, creates a 
shot and then gets the puck back to keep the possession going. 

Rinzel’s skating is most noticeable in the offensive zone, but it’s useful all 
over the ice. He makes up ground so quickly with his skating and long 
strides. On this play, he has the puck in the offensive zone, the 
opposition gets it and he chases it down. The more he can fine-tune 
utilizing his stick and length, the more dangerous he can be as a 
defenseman. He also finishes up this shift with a shot. That’s a lot of puck 
touches. 

This is an example of how he uses his skating to put himself in a better 
shooting lane: 

This is another example of Rinzel in different zones. The Blackhawks 
know he has to add on some weight and muscle before he has a chance 
to get to the NHL, but he has been trying to use his body more. His 
defensive zone play also needs work, but it’s another area he and Smaby 
have been working closely on. 

“It’s getting better,” Smaby said. “He’s been more engaged physically this 
year, which I think is an important thing. I think learning how to defend 
using his frame is really important. He’s got obviously a ton of range with 
how big he is and how long a stick he has, so I think the ability to take 
away time and space is really important. And we play on an Olympics 
sheet, so it’s challenging at times to cover quite a bit of ground, but I 
think it’s a really good challenge to have. Because if you learn how to 
defend … on a big sheet, when you get to that NHL-size rink, everything 
happens a little quicker, but you just find yourself in better spots. So 
hopefully kind of going through the season on our sheet, he’ll be able to 
kind of grow and grow his defensive game just because of the situations 
that he’s naturally put in.” 
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NHL’s fashion mastermind: How Tom Barnett’s suits became hockey’s 
prized possession 

 

Rhiannon Walker 

15-19 minutes 21/12/2022 

 

Donald Barnett first comes to mind when Tom Barnett is asked what 
inspired him to work as a tailor. Tom then thinks about the ritual that 
ensued every night when his father returned from his job at the now-
defunct Buffalo (N.Y.) Courier-Express. 

At the end of the day, Donald would come home, and Tom would follow 
him to his room. Everything had a proper place, such as his suit jacket on 
a wooden hanger. When Donald’s shoes came off, the shoe trees went 
in. Every shoe made its way to the back of the closet. Next, Donald’s belt 
would be placed in a drawer, followed by his tie clasps, which had their 
own special drawer. Donald’s ties were then hung, his pants after that, 
and his shirts would go in a laundry basket. 

As a child, Tom used to have a paper route. When he received his 
paycheck, he’d ride his bike to the local clothing store and spend all his 
money on clothes. Tom loved being in clothing stores, and now he owns 
three stores and has become the pre-eminent tailor for men around the 
National Hockey League. 

“I don’t know if people even know what shoe trees are anymore,” Tom 
told The Athletic, “but my dad had shoe trees. My dad was a pretty good-
looking cat, and he was a well-educated guy. He was always extremely 
well dressed, so no matter what, you would never see that man without 
being groomed perfectly. 

“No matter what time of day, no matter where you’d be, he would always 
be in his best clothing. I must have realized that everything had value, 
because he took great care of it, and he was always impeccably dressed. 
I guess I always enjoyed that.” 

In reality, there was no guesswork about it. Fashion seeped its way into 
Tom’s heart and captivated him. He loved it, and in turn, it provided him 
with a lifelong motivation. 

For the past 32 years, Tom has been able to combine his great loves: 
hockey and fashion. Donald was on the inaugural hockey team at 
Canisius College as a goalie and taught Tom the game; 25 years later, 
Tom followed suit (pun intended), playing his father’s position and 
attending the same school, graduating in 1979. In 1990, Tom opened his 
own clothing company, and thanks to his sons’ interests in his loves, he 
now works with them — Oliver, 33, and Cloogie, 27 — too. 

The trio helped design and produce the suit that Nick DeSimone, an East 
Amherst, N.Y., native, wore ahead of his NHL debut for the Calgary 
Flames on Nov. 7 against the New York Islanders. 

“Our team could not have been happier for him and his family,” Tom said. 
“And to underscore just how guys in the game are, Nick reached out the 
next day to let us know that his Tom Barnett threads were a part of that 
memorable moment at UBS Arena.” 

This is Tom’s first time working with his sons in a professional tailoring 
space, but it’s the second time all three have been on the same team. In 
2001, Tom founded the Buffalo Shamrocks Hockey Club, which focused 
on personal development first and player development second. Tom was 
dismayed when he enrolled Oliver on a hockey team with a coach who 
yelled obscenities at young athletes for the slightest mistakes. 

A hockey program that began with 30 players is now an organization with 
a maximum of 300 participants, and Tom continues to take an active role 
with the Shamrocks. In June 2009, during the Stanley Cup Final, Hall of 
Famer Mark Messier presented Tom with an award for his dedication and 
service to youth hockey. 

Tom learned, as a player and a coach, the lessons from hockey have 
translated seamlessly to his work in fashion. 

“The first thing I thought about … teamwork, right off the bat,” Tom said. 
“You can’t do what we’re doing without a lot of hands-on deck helping, 
right? We’ve got people on the sales floor, we’ve got tailors, we have 
people doing social media. There’s so much that you have to do to run a 
business. You have to work with people, and you learn that when you’re 
playing in a team sport. 

“You also learn how to not get too high on the good days and not get too 
low when things aren’t going so well. I think you learn how to deal with 
adversity … because when you’re also starting a hockey program and 
starting a business, they’re all not Stanley Cup winners the first day.” 

Said Cloogie: “We had a lot of fun. I think he knows when to get the most 
out of everybody, but I think he makes the environment a fun, competitive 
one. A lot of his time is now spent learning to skate and getting kids into 
the game. That’s the foundation for the Shamrocks program: getting kids 
on the ice and believing and having fun. 

“For us, growing up, he was our coach, and we’ve always had great 
perspective on things, a way to handle ourselves, a way to play hard, a 
way to be gritty. That’s also a lot of just Buffalo roots, too, right? This is a 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2022 

 

gritty city that’s blue-collar … and I think you get an appreciation for hard 
work. That was certainly instilled in us.” 

The first person in the league Barnett designed a suit for wasn’t a player; 
it was an NHL owner. Seymour H. Knox III, the founder of the Buffalo 
Sabres and a Hockey Hall of Fame member, reached out to Barnett to 
have an outfit made for him and the team’s board of directors. 

What Barnett didn’t know that day was the suit he designed would 
become a part of the organization’s fabric and identity. The “Sabre 
blazer” became Knox’s trademark suit; he eventually wore it to every 
game. 

“The coats were magnificent in every respect and embodied the vision 
and excitement of a new franchise, complete with a gold bullion Sabres 
crest, enamel team buttons and, groundbreakingly, the interior of each 
coat lined with the original blue-and-gold Sabres logo,” Tom recalled. 
“Fittingly, Mr. Knox’s coat is now on permanent display at the Buffalo 
Museum of History.” 

One doesn’t become the go-to clothier for the NHL without strong 
relationships and people beyond Buffalo buying their threads. Tom’s 
Rolodex is extensive. Every suit for Islanders defenseman Noah Dobson 
is complete with a tackle-twill “8” inside (he wears No. 8). For New Jersey 
Devils defenseman Jonas Siegenthaler, there’s a family crest. 

Washington Capitals defenseman Dmitry Orlov’s son’s name, Kirill, is 
embroidered on each undercollar, and forward Evgeny Kuznetsov’s 
name labels simply read “Kuzy.” Oliver used to work in the Capitals’ 
video department, so the players got a firsthand look at his father’s work, 
which fostered additional interest. 

This particular skill set — exceptional people skills — is something Oliver 
and Cloogie say they learned from their mother, Lisa. 

“She does everything,” Oliver said. “She’s the person behind the scenes 
and gets none of the public praise or recognition but makes sure 
everything’s a well-oiled machine. We get so much of our relationship-
building from her. She’s so positive and caring, and little details, I would 
say, comes from her.” 

Capitals defenseman John Carlson is another player who is a fan of the 
Barnetts. Carlson loves high-end quality and describes his style as 
modern and traditional. He’s not a trendsetter, he explained, but in 
preparation for the NHL’s Stadium Series, he decided to expand his 
fashion horizons. On March 3, 2018, the Capitals and Toronto Maple 
Leafs played at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium in Annapolis, Md. 
Since the teams were playing at the Naval Academy, Carlson and the 
Barnetts collaborated on a suit inspired by the military school. 

What impressed Carlson the most is how much time and care the 
Barnetts took with making his suit. Anyone who saw him in it could 
immediately tell how much research was done to achieve the final 
product. 

“It’s not something I’ll ever wear again, but I think (it’s) the attention to 
detail, the lengths that they went through to find out history about the 
Naval Academy, nailing the colors and interviewing people,” Carlson 
said. “They really went so far beyond what they needed to make sure 
that it was not only just a special appearance but the right thing to do that 
made it how it was intended and honoring … the Naval Academy.” 

Said Tom: “These players and so many others around the league come 
to us for cool s—. We have been hand-crafting individual patterns for 
each and every client while creating garments of value. We have the 
unique access to the best clothes on the globe, and our talented team 
brings visions to life. It’s nice to be thought of and fortunate to have 
become a destination when opposing players come to town and the go-to 
resource for many of the Sabres here at home.” 

The best feeling for the Barnetts is when customers first lay eyes on their 
new clothes. Every new client has to see Tom or a member of his team 
for measurements. Access to the store is by appointment only. 

Tom designed each of his locations to exude relaxation, comfort and the 
feeling of being pampered. It occurred to him some time ago that most 
men don’t do things to treat themselves, so he wanted to create a space 
that gave them that opportunity. 

An appointment can take anywhere from 90 minutes to two hours. To get 
the finer points of a bespoke suit down, time and attention to detail are 
needed. Conversations ensue about what brought the men to the store, 
the overall style, what they’re aiming for with their clothes and how they 
want to dress it up. Some clients are fine with doing a measurement and 
leaving the Barnetts to sort out the details, but Tom, Oliver and Cloogie 
like the participation of the customer. 

If a customer wants, they can pick out every single element of what goes 
into an outfit — the design, fabric and more. Tom works with international 
mills such as Loro Piana (Italy), Scabal (Belgium) and The House of 
Dormeuil (Paris) — which is “still family run and celebrating their 180th 
anniversary this year,” Tom noted. Ermenegildo Zegna (Italy) also is 
popular and among the best of the Barnetts’ dozens of mill partners. 

The Barnetts want clients to have whatever they want. The customer is 
the boss — especially the athletes, who are now becoming more 
competitive with their clothes, helping them stand out. 

“For a long period for our athlete clients, suits were almost purely out of 
necessity, and while for some that still rings true, the advent of social 
media and players’ competitive nature have ushered in a new era of 
style,” Tom said. “Bolder patterns, more vibrant colors and with signature 
details. Here is a very interesting twist: One of the coolest components of 
the evolution of ‘the dress code’ is how it is cyclical and now coming full 
circle. As time has passed, a lot of the SHKIII details will find themselves 
again on the fashion forefront.” 

From left: Oliver, Tom and Cloogie Barnett. (Courtesy of Tom Barnett) 

Lawrence Pilut never had a suit made from scratch until he met Tom four 
years ago. The Sabres defenseman said his teammates continued to 
rave about Tom’s work, and Pilut saw the quality of the clothes every 
time they wore something of his. Pilut wanted a nice gray suit, so this 
was the perfect opportunity to find out for himself. 

“I felt like, ‘Yeah, that would be a fun thing to kind of try out,’” Pilut said. “I 
wasn’t really a big suit guy before or anything like that, but I felt like 
everybody wears very nice suits over here.” 

A fellow Swedish team member connected Pilut with Tom, and the pair 
spoke on the phone before the appointment to broadly go over ideas. 
Pilut then arrived at his meeting, and he said the customer service was 
unlike anything he’d experienced before. The Barnetts took tremendous 
care of him, showing him the entire stock, answering all of his questions 
and going over every detail of what he wanted. 

This is why Pilut continues to have a close relationship with the Barnett 
family. Every experience he’s had with them has been exactly like the 
first one. Tom and his team found a way to outdo themselves when Pilut 
needed his wedding suit made and delivered to Sweden. He called the 
Barnetts a year ago and asked if they could make something happen. 

The four men poured over the details. Pilut asked for a black three-piece 
suit with a special lining inside with the date of his wedding and his and 
his wife’s initials. Whenever he looks at the suit, he said he wants to be 
reminded of his wedding. Even though Pilut wasn’t in the United States at 
the time, the Barnetts had his measurements and only needed to know 
what color, lining, alignment and other specifications he wanted for the 
big day. The family shipped it with plenty of time to be sent back, in case 
alterations were needed, and the Barnetts delivered. 

“When it showed up, it fit perfectly, so we didn’t have to do anything,” 
Pilut said. “It was awesome. It was a cool feeling that it showed up to my 
apartment and it was all ready to go and everything fit perfectly. … They 
really helped me out with all the lining inside and making my special day 
even more special by making a special suit.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2022 

 

Before starting his company, Tom was a partner at The Squire Shop, a 
men’s store in Snyder, N.Y. When it burned down in 1989, the patriarch 
of the family went out on a limb and traveled to London to immerse 
himself in the art of bespoke fashion. He did so, becoming an understudy 
at the famous Savile Row tailor shops, where the British royal family has 
had its clothing made for more than four centuries. 

To tailor for Tom, one has to study for five years before cutting; the fabric 
is too expensive, and even the smallest mistake means it can’t be used. 

For more than 30 years, Tom has taken this sacred design process and 
turned it into a booming business with four stores: Snyder, New York 
City, Washington, D.C., and Beverly Hills, Calif. 

But fashion is constantly modifying. Current trends fade, and new ones 
are invented. Old trends then make their way back into style, so with 
people’s appetites constantly changing, how do the Barnetts plan to 
adapt? What is the plan to remain relevant and have people continue to 
buy from them? 

“What stood out to me initially was something that is so important to 
business, to sports, for consumers, for athletes … ‘consistency,’” Tom 
said. “It is, in fact, critical, and it is tough to be that, but upon reflection, it 
is our consistency in quality, in perspective, in direction, in our values that 
has defined us and quantifies us. It enables our clients to be confident 
and comfortable. In reality, yes, of course we have changed with the 
times, from not only a fashion dimension (but also) to some business 
practices. 

“If you do not evolve, you die. But our sense of style, our relationships 
with clients and the way they are cared for has never changed. So, 
consistency is our quality, the true hand workmanship and our creativity 
and our unique ability to innovate. Importantly, we never got into this 
business to chase the glow of a red-carpet picture, but what we do is all 
about relationships, and it so happens that many of these revolve around 
hockey.” 

Tom grew up with the game of hockey. By proxy, so have his sons, 
whom he is fortunate to work with. Because of that, particularly in the 
hockey world, he said it feels as if he’s “really only one degree of 
separation from any given person.” 

“I didn’t retire on my first day of business. There was a lot of days when 
you were kind of wondering, ‘What are we doing? Why are we doing this 
again?’” he said. “I think it’s the perseverance of being an athlete and 
going to practice every day and keep shooting at the net, that kind of 
thing. … They work together well because I like to do both of them. I 
don’t know if they even make sense together — hockey and the clothing 
business that we do — but I get up in the morning and do those things 
’cause they’re important, and I love the work.” 
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ESPN / Rangers' rebound, latest on Blackhawks and more around the 
NHL 

 

Emily Kaplan 

 

On Dec. 3, the New York Rangers were nearing an abyss. Things came 
to a pressure point during the home game against the Chicago 
Blackhawks, one of the worst teams in the league. En route to another 
loss, captain Jacob Trouba had enough. The defenseman laid out two 
massive hits, got into two fights, and as he was escorted off the ice for a 
five-minute roughing major on the latter, threw his helmet into the boards. 

Along the way, he appeared to yell at his teammates on the bench: 
"Wake the f--- up!" 

Did they ever. 

Since then, New York has rattled off seven straight wins and is starting to 
look like the team that made it to the Eastern Conference Final last year. 
Coach Gerard Gallant admitted to our broadcast crew before Sunday's 
rematch against the Blackhawks (a 7-1 Rangers win) that his team 
suffered from a hangover to start the season. Because of what they 
achieved last season, they believed things would come easy to start this 
year. Instead, they had to work for it. His players agree. 

"We weren't playing good hockey. We were in a little bit of a lull. We had 
expectations that we were just supposed to win games because of last 
year," Adam Fox told me on Sunday. "[Trouba] brought energy. 
Obviously he did what he had to do to get us going. Some emotion is 
what we needed to respond pretty well." 

Added Vincent Trocheck: "Whenever your captain shows that much 
emotion, and he goes out of his way to make a hit or get in a fight to get 
the guys going, it's a message sent to our team that something's not 
right. After that game, we had a talk, and everything we talked about has 
kicked in." 

During the second intermission of Sunday's game, Rangers assistant 
Gord Murphy told me he liked that his team was "finding a way" -- 
something that wasn't a guarantee for them a few weeks ago. "Our 
players are in a good place," Murphy said. 

After the game, I asked Trocheck to describe the confidence level of the 
Rangers right now. 

"It's higher than it was," Trocheck said. "I think it was pretty low at one 
point. But we've done a lot recently, and worked at doing everything the 
right way so that we can be more predictable on the ice. And our 
confidence is starting to build more and more." 

A SIDE STORY brewed in that Dec 3 Blackhawks game: Blackhawks 
forward Andreas Athanasiou, the recipient of a massive Trouba hit, 
questioned the captain's role on the team calling him "an $8 million 
player with zero goals." 

"It didn't really bother me," Trouba told me before Sundays game, with a 
laugh. But he clearly remembered the moment. After scoring his first goal 
of the season a night earlier -- on an empty net -- Trouba doubled his 
total with a goal in the 7-1 blowout win against Chicago. Athanasiou was 
also on the ice, and Trouba immediately made eye contact with him, and 
appeared to mouth: "Do you want the puck?" 

The rebuild in Chicago 

After being between the benches for two Chicago Blackhawks games 
this past week, it's been tough to see the team in this way. They've 
picked up just three points since Nov. 14 (1-14-1 record) getting 
outscored 72-30 in that span. For context, the next closest teams in that 
span are Philadelphia and Arizona with 11 points. 

This is all part of the Chicago front office's grand plan -- conduct a rebuild 
in earnest, leverage this season for future sustained success. But none 
of it has been easy on the players or coaching staff, who take pride in 
putting in a good effort. You can see the frustration on Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews nearly every shift. Kane has the lowest shooting 
percentage of his career; it's sub 4 percent, and his career average is 
11.5. And after scoring seven goals in his first 11 games, Toews has just 
three in the 18 since. While they're frustrated, they're still committed to 
the team. 

Coach Luke Richardson shared a great story about Toews making two 
mistakes in a game against the Oilers last month. Toews asked 
Richardson to show those clips in the video session with the team. 
Richardson didn't, but let the players know the captain had asked to, 
setting an example for accountability. The Blackhawks are expecting 
Kane and Toews to come to them sometime in the new year letting them 
know which direction they'd like to go at the trade deadline. Neither 
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player is rushing into a decision, and it's not guaranteed they will be 
traded. 

GENERAL MANAGER KYLE DAVIDSON told me on Friday that he 
hasn't had any specific trade discussions on any of his players yet. The 
trade market has been slow this season. As one GM told me at the Board 
of Governors meetings, "It's impossible to get a trade done right now. 
Nobody can get anything done." Things are expected to pick up after the 
holiday freeze. 

Aside from Kane and Toews, Davidson has told his GM peers that all of 
his UFAs will be available. But while the Blackhawks are looking to 
accumulate as many picks and prospects as possible -- and ideally 
spread them over the next few draft classes -- Davidson says he isn't just 
trading players for the sake of trading players. In other words, he's not 
giving away players for sixth-round picks just to say he did it. 

ONE OF THE BLACKHAWKS players I believe has been generating 
value is defenseman Jarred Tinordi, who was an important waiver claim 
by Chicago in October. If he's healthy at the deadline, he would be a 
solid sixth or seventh defenseman pick up for a contender. But it was 
tough to see Tinordi leave the ice on Sunday leaking blood after taking a 
puck to the face. He was placed on IR with a facial fracture. 

Tinordi took a skate blade to the face in a Dec. 9 game against the Jets, 
and received between 50-100 stitches (the team doctor said he lost 
count). Tinordi had been wearing a protective cage in his games since, 
and Sunday was the first time he took it off. Brutal break. 

Richardson and Davidson were both effusive about Tinordi when I asked 
about him before Sunday's game, explaining how his role had grown. At 
age 30, this was the most regular role Tinordi has had in the NHL. He's 
spent his career on six different NHL teams, bouncing up and down 
between the NHL and AHL, and takes pride in being a sound, physical 
defenseman, but also a leader. His maturity makes him a beloved 
teammate. (When he went down on Sunday, the Rangers, one of his 
former teams, showed a great level of concern as well). 

In the Friday game against Minnesota, goalie Petr Mrazek was 
disappointed by the second goal he let in, which trickled past him. At the 
TV timeout, it was Tinordi who came to chat with Mrazek, hyping him 
back up. 

Wild find their game 

BILL GUERIN HAS demonstrated, in his short time so far as GM of the 
Minnesota Wild, that he has a pulse for what his team needs. It began 
with his decision to buy out Zach Parise and Ryan Suter, knowing the 
locker room needed to turn over to new voices. It continued last year 
bringing in Marc-Andre Fleury, one of the most popular players in the 
NHL. 

This year's addition of Ryan Reaves can't be understated. Reaves had 
his first signature moment last week, a massive open ice hit on Detroit's 
Filip Hronek which sparked Minnesota to victory. His impact goes further 
than that. "Everybody says we got bigger and more firmness because of 
him, but I think his presence is more than physicality," coach Dean 
Evason said. "He's not going to run people every game. He's very calm 
on the bench. He's very mature. His work ethic -- he's ripped up -- sets 
an example and he's just a really good teammate. I think that's more the 
impact." 

Evason said before Wild power plays, Reaves gets absolutely jacked up, 
screaming "Let's go power play, pow pow!" before kicking the bench in 
front of him -- fully aware he's not going to go out there. Reaves is just 
pumped for the team, period. "Sure it's nice to have a guy who can beat 
the heck out of anybody he wants at any time, it makes everyone a little 
firmer," Evason said. "But he's a great teammate, and he also can play. If 
Ryan can't play the game, he's not going to be on our hockey club just to 
fight." 

THE WILD HAVE had to do some soul searching early, but seem to have 
found their stride. 

Since Nov 27, they lead the league with 18 points, going 9-2-0. Last 
season, the Wild had a top five offense, scoring 3.72 goals per game. 
Evason can't quite describe it. "Last year we scored at will, it was crazy," 
he said. "Guys were having career years, pucks were going in all over 
the place. And it didn't this year." 

This season, Minnesota is more middle of the pack, at 3.13 goals per 
game. And it was especially troubling early. 

"It was hard to score, it's still hard to score for us," Evason said. "But our 
realization that this is who we are. And our realization that we need to 
defend first has really helped us become a better club." 

Update on defending champs 

While the injury bug hit the defending champion Colorado Avalanche 
hard, they're finding ways to stay afloat in the competitive Central 
Division until they get to full strength. Kudos to Mikko Rantanen, who has 
scored six goals in the six games since Nathan MacKinnon has been out, 
which is almost half of Colorado's goal total (13) in that time. 

With so many new faces rotating in, coach Jared Bednar has had to 
make adjustments, adding in more video sessions, both for the group 
and individual players. "I'm definitely coaching different," Bednar said. 
"We changed a few things, play a little safer, going back to teaching 
conceptual things like protecting the middle of the ice." Those changes 
have showed up mostly in the neutral zone, as well as forecheck. 

WHILE THERE WAS some excitement when Gabriel Landeskog got on 
the ice two weeks ago, it wasn't much of an update. The captain, 
recovering from knee surgery, went out on his own just to give it a twirl. 
Landeskog is still looking at a mid to late January return, hoping to get 
back before the All Star break. 

Losing MacKinnon to an upper-body injury in early January was a huge 
blow -- especially pronounced on the power play. The injury, described to 
me as a new one for MacKinnon, is one that just needs time to heal. The 
team said four weeks, but nobody would be surprised if he got back 
sooner. MacKinnon has a history of coming back a bit sooner than 
expectations. 

Keep an eye on the Avalanche at the deadline. Everyone in the league 
knows Colorado is in the market for a center, and have the ability to 
make a splash. Should either Kane or Toews decide to waive their no 
movement clause, Colorado would be on their shortlist. 

What direction in St. Louis? 

It's hard to know what to make of the St. Louis Blues right now. They're a 
veteran team built to win now, and GM Doug Armstrong feels like he 
successfully staved off a rebuild thanks to the smart drafting (and long-
term signings) of Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas. And yet, the Blues 
can't consistently find their game, putting them currently outside of the 
playoff picture. 

When I covered a game in St Louis on Dec. 11, the most-used word by 
players and coaches was frustration. "They're all frustrated. We're 
frustrated. There's a lot of frustration because we're used to winning," 
coach Craig Berube said. "We're going through it right now, but there's 
light at the end of the tunnel. All we need to do is string together a few 
wins here, and get those wins by playing the right way, and we can be 
right back in it." 

ARMSTRONG TOLD ME his staff has two plans in place for what 
direction they could go in at the trade deadline, though he wouldn't 
commit to a timetable for when he would make that decision. Two 
veterans become free agents this summer: Vladimir Tarasenko and 
captain Ryan O'Reilly. 

Since Tarasenko has a no-trade clause, St Louis has had a hard time 
moving him. That's shaping up to be an offseason divorce. Meanwhile, 
front office executives on teams have told me they believe O'Reilly could 
be available. 
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Also, keep an eye on Josh Leivo as a sneaky depth pickup at the 
deadline, should St. Louis unload. 

THE BLUES BRASS didn't shy away from answering questions about 
Jordan Binnington, who was making more noise for his antics -- picking 
fights on the ice, bumping other players -- rather than his play. Berube 
said it was a case of the goalie channeling his frustration by trying to do 
too much. He was trying to solve all of the team's problems, and lost 
mental focus along the way. Berube gave Binnington a few days off, and 
told him to focus only on his position. 

"It's hard because he's a highly competitive guy, and you talk about 
frustration -- nobody is more frustrated than him in the room, nobody," 
Berube said. 

Armstrong was also involved. "That's not a good look for a goaltender to 
do that," Armstrong said. "Those antics may have had an effect early, it 
doesn't have an effect anymore. I think it's run its course." 

Since December 11 Binnington is 3-0 with a .940 save percentage, a 
1.70 GAA and a shutout. 

Rocky road in Philly 

Kevin Hayes' healthy scratch didn't sit well with players across the NHL. 
It was a classic John Tortorella moment. But it's extremely rare to see a 
team's leading scorer scratched for performance reasons. 

"I hate the precedent that sets," one veteran player texted me. "He's 
embarrassing a guy who works his ass off and is actually contributing, 
just to prove a point." 

It feels like this could be the beginning of the end of Hayes' tenure in 
Philadelphia. 

TORTORELLA HAS BEEN talking about building a process of playing 
the right way, but it's been a frustrating season in Philly. The latest blow 
is that veteran Cam Atkinson will miss the season with neck surgery. 

More change is on the way. At the deadline, they'll shop a few of their 
players, hoping a market materializes for James van Riemsdyk. But there 
could be bigger structural changes too. Over the last several months, 
there have been too many mixed messages, too many changes of 
course. Philadelphia wants to be on a more consistent path and the 
franchise will figure out how to commit to that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Bunting downplays linesman shove, plays 
like ‘a beast’ in win over Lightning 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

December 21, 2022, 12:30 AM 

 

TORONTO — You don’t need to be a lip-reading expert to know how 
Michael Bunting felt in the moment, a heated one. As so many moments 
touched by Bunting are. 

“What the f--- are you doing?” Bunting screamed at Dan Kelly, as the 
linesman manhandled the agitated player off the ice at the end of 
Tuesday’s first period.  

Bewildered, angry and amused all at once, Bunting half-smiled and said 
to no one in particular: “That was crazy.” 

Bunting is a crazy magnet. He attracts action, welcomes chaos, thrives in 
bedlam. 

And truth be told, the structured, straight-faced Toronto Maple Leafs 
need all the Bunting they can get. 

“He’s gonna compete. He’s gonna get under a team's skin. And he’s 
gonna be around the net,” centreman and close friend Auston Matthews 
said, following the Leafs’ 4-1 measuring-stick win over the Tampa Bay 
Lightning.  

“He was a beast tonight.” 

The man had a zillion reasons to smother his fingerprints all over this 
game. 

Bunting, you may recall, was not his usual antagonistic, effective self in 
last spring’s playoff series loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning. He had 
suffered a lower-body injury in late April and was visibly a step off during 
his first taste of NHL playoff action. 

On Saturday, the Maple Leafs got pushed around by the Washington 
Capitals and Bunting had his career-best 10-game point streak snapped. 

Then on Monday, Bunting took a puck to the face in practice. The gash 
on his upper lip required six stitches outside and two inside his mouth to 
mend. 

“These are the games that you wake up for,” Bunting said at morning 
skate. 

Then the crease-crasher broke the ice with a wicked one-timer from the 
high slot that beat all-world Andrei Vasilevskiy high and clean. 

Afterward, Bunting joked that maybe he should be the designated 
shooter on Matthews and William Nylander’s line and let one of the first-
rounders fetch rebounds and provide screens. 

“Yeah, I told Matty he can go to the front of the net,” Bunting chuckled. 
“Nah… When I have an opportunity to shoot, I want to shoot. But other 
than that, I’ll be going into the net and letting Matty shoot.” 

The formula is paying off lovely. 

On Tuesday, Bunting, Matthews (power play) and Nylander (empty net) 
each scored, and that trio alone outshot the Lightning roster to the tune 
of 20-18 in a dominant defensive performance against the three-time 
Stanley Cup finalists. 

“They’re playing team defence, and that’s why they’re winning games,” 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “It’s been impressive how they’ve 
controlled games, played D, and come out with two points.” 

After his and the team’s sluggish start, Bunting alone has racked up 13 
points over his past 12 outings. The October demotion to the bottom six 
seems like a lifetime ago, and his contract season is shaping up smartly. 

To thrive, Bunting must play loud and on the edge. 

“He’s just a scrappy, hardnosed player,” said goalie Matt Murray, who 
played with Bunting in the Soo, too. “He’s got a great finishing touch. 
Good goal-scorer. Plays with passion. He’s a big part of this team.” 

Bunting has drawn a league-high 22 penalties — the latest a nasty 
boarding check by a frustrated Nikita Kucherov, that paved the way for 
Matthews’ power-play winner. 

But he has also committed 17 infractions of his own, like his roughing of 
Pierre-Édouard Bellemare in retaliation for the fourth-liner’s late-period 
run at Mitch Marner: 

You take the good, you take the mad. 

“I took a little different path to make the NHL. I played six years in the 
American League, over 300 games. I'm proud of my path and the way I 
got here,” Bunting said, after being handed the Maple Leafs’ player-of-
the-game belt. 

“I had to keep grinding and keep believing in myself, and it got me here. 
So, it's been a great run so far, and I want to keep this going.” 
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Like Bunting, linesman Kelly, too, played well over 300 games in the 
farm, and Bunting remembers battling with the defenceman-turned-
official. 

Kelly, however, never did reach the show. 

“Not everybody’s journey is the same, right?” said Matthews, the 
superstar Toronto tanked to pick.  

“He's obviously had to work his way up the ladder. I can't say I've walked 
in his shoes. Obviously, he has his own story. But just getting to know 
him, we're really close. So, it's been a lot of fun hanging out with him and 
getting to know him, just having fun on the ice, off the ice as well. Kinda 
just doing our thing. So, I'm happy for him. Hopefully he keeps his foot on 
the pedal.” 

Quick to ease off the gas after the final buzzer, a calmer Bunting 
downplayed Kelly’s shove. 

“Emotions were high. It’s hockey,” he shrugged. 

Does he have history with Kelly from their AHL days? 

“I probably have history with everybody,” Bunting quipped. 

Well, on Tuesday Bunting registered his 100th NHL point but, more 
pertinent, another reminder that his future with the Leafs is more valuable 
than his history with anybody. 

“A very important player to our team,” Keefe said. 

“It’s a great accomplishment for him, but I know he’s got better things 
ahead.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Rasmus Sandin left the game early with a neck injury suffered on what 
Keefe describes as “an innocent play.” The move was precautionary, and 
further evaluation is necessary before we understand the severity of his 
injury. 

Toronto’s remaining five defencemen were all excellent, locking down the 
lead under pressure. 

• Matthews and Ottawa Senators ownership hopeful Ryan Reynolds join 
forces to raise money for SickKids Hospital. 

Matthews sported these festive Christmas skates all night, and they glow 
like Rudolph’s nose. 

“It's been nice to build the relationship with them and get that jump-
started,” Matthews says. 

“It was nice to be able to make a special skate for the occasion and help 
raise some awareness and donations for the hospital.” 

• The Maple Leafs got to visit children from SickKids in-person again 
Monday. The annual tradition had been limited to virtual meetings the 
past couple of Christmases. 

“It really hits home because I’ve got my two own little boys,” John 
Tavares said. “You see kids here going through some difficulties and 
challenges. It’s hard to fathom, knowing how much you care about your 
own. 

“Just try to brighten their day up.” 

• Tampa’s Brandon Hagel leads all NHL forwards in takeaways (43). 
Toronto’s Mitchell Marner ranks third (36). Auston Matthews is fifth (33). 

• Morgan Rielly (knee) has returned to the ice. The Leafs’ No. 1 
defenceman put in a light solo session Tuesday morning, carefully 
working on his stride.  

“Getting stronger every day,” Keefe says. But Rielly is still weeks away 
from game action. 

Depth defenceman Carl Dahlström, who underwent pre-season shoulder 
surgery, worked out at the other end of the ice. His six-month recovery 
timeline sidelines him until April. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames Takeaways: Calgary makes things interesting, but 
veterans save the day 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

December 21, 2022, 2:48 AM 

 

When you set a franchise record with the two fastest goals to open a 
game, one might think capping the evening with a win would be a 
foregone conclusion. 

Not with these Calgary Flames. 

Despite goals from Tyler Toffoli and Dillon Dube a mere 15 and 30 
seconds into the game respectively, the Flames found themselves locked 
in a 3-3 tie midway through the third period. 

Those who didn’t see the game might assume the hero was Nazem 
Kadri, who scored two of the final four goals in the final ten minutes of a 
7-3 win at SAP Center. 

But while Kadri was one of six Flames with multi-point efforts, the stage 
was set for the team’s second-straight win in San Jose by several of the 
12 third-period stops by Jacob Markstom, including a kick-save on a 2-
on-1 that wound up moments later in San Jose’s net. 

A handful of takeaways from the team’s second-consecutive record-
setting night: 

THE RECORD: 

Two goals in 30 seconds marked the fifth-fastest two-goal start in NHL 
history. 

Coach Darryl Sutter joked afterwards the Flames could have made it the 
three-fastest goals. 

“Lindy (Elias Lindholm) won three faceoffs, clean, in a row, our defence 
jumped, and away we went,” said the coach, whose club gained the zone 
immediately after all three draws.  

“We could have scored three, just like that.” 

The previous record in Calgary was 32 seconds, established in 1987. 

The feat comes two nights after Lindholm set a club record for the fastest 
two goals to open a period, when he found the net twice in the opening 
35 seconds of the third period.      

“It was a good start,” downplayed Lindholm on Sportsnet 960. 

“Probably not going to happen again, or not too often at least.” 

Both goals featured brilliant passes preceded by great pinches from 
Noah Hanifin and Rasmus Andersson to force turnovers. 

THE FINISH  

Despite dominating most of the night, a bad line change allowed the 
Sharks to score late in the second period, before scoring early in the third 
to tie it up 3-3. 

With ten minutes left, Kadri finished a nifty give-and-go with Milan Lucic 
with a filthy roof job that would eventually prove to be the winner. 
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It kick-started a rare scoring binge spearheaded by the newly-formed line 
with Jonathan Huberdeau, who had three assists, while Lucic added a 
goal and a helper to Kadri’s two snipes. 

Tyler Toffoli’s second of the night was an empty netter. 

THE LINES 

Moving Lucic up to the top trio was almost as surprising as the big man 
responding with a goal in consecutive games. 

“He was noticeable, which is good,” said Sutter. 

“That’s the type of player he is, he’s got to be noticeable to help our 
team.” 

Yet, his line’s seven points were eclipsed by the new top unit, which had 
eight. 

Two nights after Dube, Toffoli and Lindholm all scored as part of a 5-2 
win, Dube added a goal and a helper, Toffoli added two goals and an 
assist while Lindholm had three assists. 

They were the driving force of the San Jose sweep, scoring seven of the 
team’s 12 goals. 

That’s a four-game streak for Dube, who has two goals and seven points 
since swapping with Huberdeau to join the top unit. 

We might just see these lines stick for a while. 

After all, while the third line of Mikael Backlund, Blake Coleman and 
Andrew Mangiapane didn’t score, they racked up ten shots on net and 
were dangerous all night long. 

THE GOALIE  

Markstrom made 24 saves, but none bigger than the kick save on an 
Oskar Lindblom 2 on 1 the Flames immediately turned up ice to score the 
winner. 

With his club still clinging to a 4-3 lead in the third he made a key save 
mere moments after Hanifin dislodged his stick from being stuck in his 
netminder’s skate blade. 

Another big stop on Matt Nieto led to Lucic’s insurance goal. 

“Talk about a tie game in the third, Marky made some 10-bellers for 
sure,” said Sutter, who started his main man for the sixth time in seven 
games. 

THE DEFENCE 

Chris Tanev was taken off injured reserve earlier in the day and returned 
after missing three games to recover from the scary blast he took to the 
head in Montreal. 

He teamed up with MacKenzie Weegar, who made a huge play to bat a 
puck out of the air that was otherwise destined for the Flames' net. 

The third pairing of Nikita Zadorov and Stone had some challenges and 
was responsible for the Sharks’ opening goal after the duo misplayed an 
exchange behind their own net. 

“Our defence is a work in progress, and if you put Tanny in there it gives 
you some stability,” said Sutter, exhaling deeply when asked about his 
blue line. 

“It’s a challenge.” 

THE SKED 

The Flames wrap up their four-game, pre-Christmas road trip Thursday in 
LA and Friday in Anaheim, with a goal of being a playoff team by the 
break. 

Tuesday’s win leaves them in a three-way two with Edmonton and 
Colorado for a wild card spot. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Hellebuyck ill, 'fantastic' Rittich steps up as Jets 
knock off Senators 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorld 

December 21, 2022, 12:10 AM 

 

WINNIPEG -- There have been plenty of times where David Rittich 
simply hasn’t been given the run support that can make life a little easier 
for a backup goalie. 

But on a night when workhorse starter Connor Hellebuyck was 
unavailable due to a non-COVID illness, Rittich stood tall and the offence 
did its part in a 5-1 victory over the Ottawa Senators on Tuesday. 

Starting consecutive games for the first time this season, Rittich 
outplayed his former crease partner with the Calgary Flames, Cam 
Talbot, finishing with 35 saves as he improved to 5-3 on the season. 

Finding a sound second-string goalie was a high priority for the Jets after 
Eric Comrie left for the Buffalo Sabres as an unrestricted free agent 
during the off-season. What started out as a bit of a reclamation project 
has quickly turned into a stabilizing option. 

“He’s got tons of personality, as I’m sure you know. And he’s been 
fantastic for us,” said Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey, who chipped in a 
goal and an assist. “I always thought highly of his game in Calgary and 
the other teams he’s played on. He’s the kind of guy who can steal a 
game for you and put out a great performance. 

“It's not an easy job when you’re playing sporadically. You get a lot of the 
second night on back-to-backs where the team’s tired and situations like 
that. He brings a lot of energy to the room, and when he’s been in net, 
he’s been unbelievable.” 

Of course, it’s important to remember that the sample size for Rittich 
remains small, as he’s made only eight starts through 32 games for the 
Jets this season. 

However, he’s done his part to date, essentially giving his team a chance 
to win in seven of his eight starts. 

The outlier of the group came when Rittich allowed four goals in the first 
period of his first outing against the Vegas Golden Knights, but he settled 
down after that shaky start and didn’t allow another goal. 

The other strange occurrence on Rittich’s scorecard this season was the 
three late goals he allowed to the Carolina Hurricanes with an extra 
attacker -- but all of those goals featured plenty of traffic in front of him 
and he didn’t have much of a chance to stop any of them. 

“He looks very comfortable in the net,” said Jets head coach Rick 
Bowness. “For a guy who didn’t play much last year and didn’t have a 
great year, for him to come to camp with the attitude and the work habits 
and everything else, give him a lot of credit. The guys feel very, very 
confident when David is in the net and that’s a compliment to him.” 

After not generating much at even strength in Sunday’s 3-2 loss to the 
Seattle Kraken, the Jets scored four times at five-on-five and added 
another with an extra attacker during a delayed penalty call against 
Ottawa. 

The offensive outburst included goals from Kevin Stenlund, Morrissey 
and Sam Gagner and a pair from Kyle Connor. 
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Both Morrissey and Connor extended their personal point streaks to 10 
games, as they continue to drive the offence. 

In addition to his goal, Morrissey picked up his 32nd assist of the 
campaign, the result of a beautiful cross-ice slap pass to Connor, who is 
up to 15 goals. 

Connor is second on the Jets behind Mark Scheifele and suddenly is 
back on pace for the third 40-goal season of his career. 

That’s an impressive turn of events for a guy who had two goals through 
the first 13 games, including an empty-netter in the season opener 
against the New York Rangers. 

As for Morrissey, he set a career-high for points in the 32nd game of the 
season, up to 38 and counting. 

Those 32 assists are tops among blue-liners and combined with his 
defensive play, Morrissey is building his case to remain in consideration 
for the Norris Trophy as the midway point of the season quickly 
approaches. 

“One of the best (defencemen) in the league,” said Rittich. “Great in d-
zone, making plays, finding open guys … (Morrissey’s play) speaks for 
itself.” 

Axel Jonsson-Fjallby, just a few games removed from being a healthy 
scratch, chipped in two assists for the first multi-point game of his NHL 
career. 

Both of those assists were the result of hustle plays and hard work in the 
offensive zone. 

There was also a great example of Jonsson-Fjallby catching someone on 
the back check -- a clear sign he got the message the coaching staff was 
sending after his line was on the ice for two even-strength goals against 
in a loss against the Washington Capitals on Dec. 11. 

“He’s using his asset and that’s his speed. Forechecking. Backchecking. 
Pressuring the puck,” said Bowness. “He’s got to do all those things so 
yeah, that’s what we need from him. That fourth line has got to give you 
quality -- especially with the schedule that we have, we can’t run those 
top guys 22 minutes. They’re dead. They’re just not going to make it. 

"That fourth line has to give us those 10-12 minutes right now, with the 
injuries that we have and the heavy schedule that we have and they’re 
giving us those minutes and Axel is a big part of it.” 

Stenlund continues to stake his claim for further work on the Jets’ fourth 
line after scoring his first NHL goal in nearly two years. 

David Gustafsson, the guy moved to the wing on the fourth line and 
challenged by Bowness to contribute a bit more offence, made an 
important offensive contribution on the Jets’ first goal -- finding Stenlund 
alone in the slot. 

“I think he has been very detailed in his game,” Morrissey said of 
Stenlund. “Obviously, he has been playing centre. You work a lot with the 
centremen in your own end and sort of all over the ice as a d-man. It sort 
of seems like he’s always in the right spot. He’s got a big body and has 
some nice hands and we saw that on the first goal. He’s just been really 
smart in his game.” 

The Jets, who improved to 21-10-1 on the season, close out the pre-
Christmas portion of the schedule with games against the Boston Bruins 
on Thursday and Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals on Friday. 

Bowness reiterated after the game that Hellebuyck would be on the trip 
and he’s expected to be ready to go for at least one of the two starts. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers GM Holland staying cool despite taking serious 
social-media heat for team's play 

 

Mark Spector | @sportsnetspec 

December 20, 2022, 4:00 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Somehow, Ken Holland’s kitchen just keeps getting 
hotter and hotter. 

Is it because of social media, where hockey fans can find an echo 
chamber that strengthens a belief — whether that belief has merit in the 
real world or not? 

Or is it access to information, with sites like Natural Stat Trick and 
MoneyPuck that arm hockey fans with information today that did not exist 
a decade ago? Fans are smarter now than the local GM, and surely 
wiser than the local hockey writers. 

Whatever it is, the distance between the realities of being a National 
Hockey League general manager and the wishes of an expectant fan 
base has grown wider. It has become a chasm, and there is no city in the 
NHL — at this moment — where all the elements combine for frustration 
the way they are in Edmonton right now. 

The Oilers are a final-four team from a season ago that has the best 
player in the world on its roster in Connor McDavid, and the second-
leading scorer over the last five NHL seasons in Leon Draisaitl. And it's 
muddling along as a wild-card team through 33 games, lugging a three-
game losing streak into Dallas, a place where the Oilers seldom succeed. 

I know there is angst in Vancouver. And Ottawa. And Montreal. 

But in none of those cities is the local squad “wasting the best years of a 
generational player” or failing to deliver in the midst of a wide-open 
Stanley Cup window. 

Sure, they’ll always have beefs in Toronto. But at the moment the Leafs 
are cruising, tied for third overall and 11 games above .500. Same with 
Winnipeg, where the Jets are better than most thought they would be. 

In Calgary ... well, we don’t have the space to get into that right now. 

In Edmonton, where the new No. 1 goalie is barely playing like a No. 2 
and their top defenceman (Darnell Nurse) is having a less-than-stellar 
season, folks want action. And they want it now. 

They want Jakob Chychrun, even though his skill set – a puck-moving D-
man whose work behind his own blueline is not his strong suit – does not 
match up to the Oilers’ needs. 

They want sexy, even though meat and potatoes is likely the solution. 
They want players who help you score, when reality states that 
Edmonton needs to get better at preventing goals than scoring them. 

And whatever it is, dammit, they want it now! 

Despite the reality that the March 3 trade deadline serves as a catalyst to 
open up the market and bring down prices. Supply and a deadline help 
flood a market that is sparsely populated on Dec. 20. 

“I know people don't want to hear this,” began Oilers GM Holland in a 
conversation we had on Sunday evening. “But just look at the 32 teams 
in the National Hockey League: How many trades are going on? Teams 
are going in ebbs and flows all over the place. There are about six teams 
that are smooth sailing at the top, and there's about six at the bottom. 
There's 20 teams in the middle that are going up and down.” 

This is the time of year when the team a GM has built has to prove it is 
worthy of further investing. Because if the 23 guys you have can’t get you 
to February as a contender, adding one player isn’t going to turn the 
entire program around. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2022 

 

Holland is confident that his team can make its way through the middle 
third of its schedule and emerge as a contender. By then, he believes, 
the games of Nurse and Evan Bouchard will stabilize, and injured players 
Evander Kane and Ryan McLeod will be back. 

“Other than maybe Mike Smith and Duncan Keith, this is a group that 
went (30-11-4) in the last 46 games last season. It was the third-best 
record in the National Hockey League,” he recalled. “I’ve seen this group 
do it. I watched them go to the final four. 

“Every time we have a bit of a blip, I can’t go out and make a trade.” 

Fanning the flames is the current three-game losing streak. Let’s talk 
about that streak: 

• A 4-3 shootout loss to St. Louis: Nurse coughed up a puck with 40 
seconds to play to send the game to OT. Sure, they lost. But Edmonton 
clearly played well enough to have had the game in its hands. It wasn’t 
poor play, as much as a poor play that cost the Oilers the point. 

• A 4-3 loss to lowly Anaheim: Edmonton should beat Anaheim at home 
— full stop. But they outshot the Ducks 49-17. 

• A 4-3 overtime loss in Nashville: The Oilers had beaten the Preds eight 
straight. The other team is trying too, remember, so you don’t always get 
that ninth straight win. It’s a point on the road. 

“Certainly, right now, we're making some mistakes,” Holland admitted. “I 
don't think it's all on the defense, but we're making some key mistakes 
that the other team is capitalizing on. Ideally, you want to make the other 
team earn everything they get. Don't fan the flames and jumpstart them. 

“There's a focus right now because we've lost (three) games, but I think 
over the long haul everything settles itself. Do we have to play better? 
Are we having mental lapses? Sure. 

“There's a massive focus on everything that we're doing. I think that's the 
beautiful part about playing in Canada.” 

Beautiful indeed. 
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