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Pyotr Kochetkov, the Hurricanes’ goalie of the future, arrived ahead of schedule 
By Cory Lavalette 

They say two’s company and three’s a crowd. When it 
comes to the Carolina Hurricanes’ crease, it’s a nice problem 
to have. With Frederik Andersen out with an injury for the last 
six-plus weeks, rookie Pyotr Kochetkov has taken charge of 
Carolina’s net. 
After beating the Devils 4-1 Tuesday night to take over first 
place in the Metropolitan Division, the Hurricanes have at 
least one point in 12 consecutive games. Kochetkov, since 
being recalled Nov. 8, is 10-1-4 with a .928 save percentage 
and 1.94 goals-against average. 
With Andersen back on the ice practicing, one would think a 
difficult decision is coming. 
“Not too hard, to be honest,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
with a grin after the win over New Jersey. 
Kochetkov was called into duty late last season when 
Andersen was injured and showed flashes of being 
Carolina’s future goaltender despite having just a couple 
months of experience in North America. 
The plan this season was for Andersen and Antti Raanta — 
last year’s Jennings Trophy winners, both in the final year of 
their contracts — to man the nets while Kochetkov honed his 
craft with the AHL’s Chicago Wolves. 
Fate intervened, and Kochetkov has gone from “goalie of the 
future” to “goalie of the present.” 
“I don’t know if I’m surprised,” Brind’Amour said last week. “I 
didn’t have any idea what we were getting. It’s just one of 
those things sometimes. It’s a pleasant surprise because you 
weren’t counting on it.” 
Kochetkov came to North America on Feb. 15 following his 
KHL season and two months later was recalled to Carolina 
when Andersen was injured. He won all three of his regular-
season starts and played in four playoff games, then 
returned to Chicago and helped the Wolves win the Calder 
Cup. 
“At this time last year, he wasn’t in the discussion,” 
Brind’Amour said. “And then because we had our guys go 
down, and we all remember that. It was just we had no 
choice.” 
It seems like the Hurricanes have no choice again — 
Kochetkov has been too good to send back down once 
everyone is healthy. 
And the best might be yet to come. 
“I still think we’re scratching the surface with him,” 
Hurricanes goalie coach Paul Schonfelder told The Athletic. 
“I think he’s got a lot more in the bag.” 
Andersen is a big goaltender who uses his size to protect the 
crease, while Raanta is smaller and more nimble. Kochetkov 
combines both — he is 6-foot-3 and 205 pounds but also 
extremely athletic. He’s also anything but a cookie-cutter 
goalie. 
“That’s kind of the new style Russian goaltender,” Hurricanes 
forward Derek Stepan said. “They kind of play different than 
your typical North American goalie. It’s drop 100 pucks and 
save it. I don’t care how you do it, just save it.” 
Russian goalies have risen to the top of the NHL in recent 
years. From Igor Shesterkin and Ilya Sorokin on each side of 

the Battle of New York to Alexander Georgiev in Colorado 
and Andrei Vasilevski with the Lightning, more and more 
teams are relying on Russians to carry the load in net. 
Schonfelder said there’s “100 percent” a reason for the 
Russian renaissance in goal — athleticism. 
“They don’t have a coach that’s breathing structure down 
their throat, so they have to figure it out on their own,” he 
said of young Russian goalies. “They learn to use their 
athleticism a lot more. They don’t look as structured and as 
robotic at a young age.” 
Schonfelder compared that to kids in North America who 
often have goalie coaches before they’re 10 years old and 
are learning how to play the position rather than just finding a 
way to keep the puck from getting behind them. 
“You see with the Russian kids, they develop a stronger 
athletic base at a younger age,” Schonfelder added. “Where 
a lot of the kids in North America, you see that they develop 
the structure part first. And then as they get older, you try to 
get them to be a little bit more athletic, and that’s really hard 
to do. 
“It’s easier to take a kid that’s athletic and add structure than 
it is to take a goalie with structure and try to get them to play 
more athletic, and that’s all the Russian goalies in the 
league. They all have that dynamic athletic ability, and I think 
they develop that at a young age just because of the way 
they were brought up.” 
One can already see how the Hurricanes have encouraged 
Kochetkov’s athleticism while smoothing out some of the 
rough edges in his game. 
Last season, his athleticism was on full display, Kochetkov 
was quick to challenge shooters and rely on his reflexes to 
do the heavy lifting. 
After just 10 months in North America, Kochetkov has been 
taught more structure by Schonfelder and Hurricanes 
goaltender development coach Jason Muzzatti, allowing the 
23-year-old to “let the game come to him.” 
“For Kooch, that athleticism is never going to go away,” 
Schonfelder said. “That’s ingrained in him. He’s not going to 
lose that. And I promote that in his game. Even the poke 
checks and stuff like that, you don’t see a lot of guys around 
the league poke-checking. 
“It’s a lost art, but he’s good with a stick. He did it at a young 
age, and I’m not going to discourage him from doing it 
because it’s effective.” 
Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei was with the Rangers 
when Shesterkin was coming through their system and said 
Kochetkov’s emergence is reminiscent of how last season’s 
Vezina Trophy winner arrived in the Big Apple. 
“We heard about Shesty through like the KHL and him 
playing and setting records over there,” Skjei said. “So we 
knew he was solid, and he obviously just came in and has 
been really good. So, it’s similar — if he can be like Shesty, 
obviously that’d be great.” 
Carolina’s front office certainly sees a bright future for 
Kochetkov — he was signed to a four-year, $8 million 
contract extension on Nov. 23, a deal that a month later 
already looks like an unreal bargain. 
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His teammates are also all aboard the Kochetkov train. 
“He’s passionate and vibrant out there,” defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin said. “He has a lot of emotion.” 
That emotion has trickled to fans, who have started to yell 
“Kooch!” whenever the young goalie makes a stop, and it 
seems like regardless of the game — whether it’s his 37-
save performance against the Devils or a 16-save shutout 
against the Islanders this month — he is ready for what the 
league throws at him. 
“I think he’s just competitive,” Brind’Amour said. “I love it. I 
mean, he’s fiery, definitely passionate about what he’s 
doing.” 
And the language barrier — Kochetkov, who has a limited 
grasp of English, has spoken to the media twice over the 
past two seasons, with countryman Andrei Svechnikov 
serving as translator — means even the coach isn’t totally 
sure what’s going on in his rookie goalie’s head. 

“I have no idea,” Brind’Amour said when asked if the 2019 
second-round pick is mature for his age. “His play is — he 
looks real calm in there. I don’t know if that’s just because 
he’s young and doesn’t know any better or if he’s calm, cool 
and collected. 
“I mean, I don’t know. It doesn’t really matter, right? Just stop 
the puck, and that’s what he’s been doing.” 
Kochetkov’s English has slowly improved. After the Devils 
win, he crashed Slavin’s postgame bench interview and 
offered a few words to the PNC Arena crowd. 
Chances are, we’ll be hearing a lot more from Kochetkov — 
both on the ice and, eventually, in the locker room. 
“He looks like he’s been around forever,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He’s very poised in there. And I guess that’s probably it. 
“It feels like he belongs.”
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Mailbag #46: Bill Burniston 

Your questions, answered, by the Canes Head Strength & 
Conditioning Coach 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Whether you're a new fan of the Canes or 
you've been in tune since he started with the team in 2013, 
odds are that you may have heard the phrase, "Finish your 
day with Billy!" 
In case you don't know what that's about, it's pointing the 
players in the direction of the organization's Head Strength & 
Conditioning Coach Bill Burniston. 
This week he was kind enough to answer some of your 
questions.  
(Note: Some questions and answers have been edited for 
clarity.) 
How did you get into the profession and what is your favorite 
part about it? - @sweet_rose37 / @MHirsh21 
Interestingly enough, I knew what I wanted to do, from the 
sports medicine aspect of it, in probably my sophomore year 
in high school.  
Once I got into athletic training, more like what Dougie 
Bennett (Head Athletic Trainer) and Matt Aiello (Assistant 
Athletic Trainer) do, I knew I wanted to get more into the 
injury prevention side of it. I knew that you could do that 
through strength conditioning. 
My programming is based on injury prevention models, but 
you also have carryover into performance as well. 
We all have a dream, right? My dream was always to be a 
professional athlete, just like most kids, but at some point 
when that dream dies. We realize that we're not good 
enough from a talent standpoint, but for me, my dream never 
died. 
My dream was when I went to Yankee Stadium and I 
watched the players, I thought, "that's going to be me."  
Then, at some point, after you realize that, your mind 
switches. You see the strength coach and the athletic trainer 
and you see them on the field and you're like, oh, that's 
gonna be me someday. My dream never died, it just 
changed roles. 
The best part of my job is being around the players and 
feeling like you're contributing. You're using your talents to 
help them get better. 
What's a typical road game day schedule like for you? - 
@johnnybolla 
Generally, I'm in the gym by 6:30-7 a.m. Then we meet as a 
staff in the lobby between 8:30 and 9 a.m. before we go to 
the rink. We go in and get all the hydration setup for the guys 
before they come in for the morning skate. 
After the skate, depending on the city we're in, we then work 
out the guys that aren't playing that night. Then it's back to 
the hotel by 1-2 p.m. and we try and find something local for 
lunch. Try and sneak in a 30-minute nap after that and then 
it's time to get ready to go back to the rink. 

3:30 meeting in the lobby to head back over and get 
everything set up and ready for the game. 
After the game, most games, we work out. It's situational, we 
obviously won't do it on back-to-backs, but then after the 
workout, we have to pack everything up quickly, get on the 
bus to get to the plane and head to the next city, or come 
home. 
What's the most stressful part of all of that for you? 
I guess the good part is I have to think about it, right? That 
means that nothing is too stressful. 
As long as the players have what they need and you're 
giving them enough to maintain or make small gains in the 
weight room in-season, you're doing your job. 
What does "Finish your day with Billy" involve after a game? 
- @MPS721 
It's just our post-game workout, that's all it is. 
Is it really though? 
Well, it's us getting ready for the next game. A recovery 
workout to best set ourselves up for the next game. As soon 
as that last one is finished, we're already thinking about the 
next one. That game is over, done with, finished. You can't 
change anything that's happened. 
Whether it was a positive or a negative result, good play or 
bad play, it's over. 
So, we're finishing our day to get ready for the next one. 
How intimidating is it being a Strength & Conditioning Coach 
for someone nicknamed "The Bod"? - @BTNemeth 
*laughs* 
No, he's incredible. He's an incredible human. Forget him 
being a good coach, he's a good human. 
He's easy to talk to. If you have an issue, it's okay to butt 
heads with him. He doesn't hold a grudge. We can have hard 
conversations. It's not intimidating at all. 
In fact, the very first day he had the head coaching job he 
talked to me and [Head Athletic Trainer Dougie Bennett], and 
he said, 'Look, if you have something to say, say it. I don't 
care if it's in a meeting, come in. You'll never be interrupting.' 
He made it very clear that whatever Dougie and I have to say 
is just as, if not more, important than whatever is going on. 
When a guy goes out of his way to come and say that to you 
on his first day on the job, it's hard to be intimidated. 
He's so consistent in everything he does. That's what the guy 
is all about. Everyone wants to talk about his workouts but 
you know what's really impressive? His consistency. 
Is there any player that sticks out to you, good or bad, when 
it comes to strength and conditioning? - @Vioola_86 
C'mon, you don't think I'm going to say anything bad about 
anyone, did you? 
There are too many guys that do it right and do it well. 
Jordan Staal just does it right over and over. Day after day. 
He's so powerful. He's strong. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 22, 2022 

 

It's impressive to watch guys like Max Pacioretty, too. He's 
laser-focused on his body and making sure that he's going to 
be ready when the bell rings. 
Jaccob Slavin is another one. He stays here all summer and 
he doesn't mess around. 
Sebastian Aho, too. There's a reason why guys like Jordo 
and Max have been around for as long as they have. I see 
Seabass and Slavo as guys that will play for that long too 
because they do it right. 
When a player like Pacioretty injures himself during an off-ice 
workout, how do you come up with a rehab plan that will get 
him back into shape without risking re-injury? - @IronCaniac 
Well, with Patches, it's more about knowing when to pull 
back a guy like that as opposed to pushing him. He doesn't 
need to be pushed. He wants to do more and do more to get 
back as fast as he can. 
And that's the fun part of my job. When you have guys that 
would rather be pushing hard to come back and help the 
team as soon as possible, it's awesome. I don't have to 
motivate them or come up with anything crazy. 
I'd much rather have to justify why we're pulling him back 
than have to tell somebody to get their butt moving. 
A guy like Max that's been around, all I really have to do is 
make sure he has what he needs and make sure that he 
knows we're here to help him. We know he wants to be out 
there and we want to help him get to where he needs to be. 
He's one of the easiest guys I've ever worked with because 
of his motivation. He does a great job. 
What's the difference between what you have goalies do vs 
the skaters as far as exercises or health routines? - 
@hteschler87 
That's a good question. 
I think the conditioning aspect is the biggest part. We all 
have anatomical differences, right? This guy's hips might be 
shaped a little differently than the next guy, so you may have 
to make certain adjustments for certain players, but 
specifically, I'd say that with goalies we focus more on their 
aerobic system than anything. 

Mobility is extremely important for them, so it's on us to make 
sure that their functional range of motion is where it needs to 
be because of the positions they have to be in. 
Any fitness tips for the average Caniacs to remember 
throughout the day? - @Erich_K8 
It's all the simple stuff that everybody knows. Diet and 
exercise. Can you do those things consistently? 
Can you make sure you're moving every single day? Are you 
doing resistance training three times per week? 
Everyone thinks they need these elaborate programs, but 
they really don't. Anybody that asks me for a program, I 
would ask if they're able to get in the gym for one hour for 
seven days straight. 
There's no magic program. It's all about habits. 
Drink lots of water too, maybe put that in there. 
 Have you ever gone 0-1 on a given day? Or is it always 1-0? 
- @CaniacZach 
Do you actually want to hear a funny story? 
I just had to renew my North Carolina driver's registration 
and so I requested new vanity plates that read "1 AND 0". I 
don't know if it's going to get approved, maybe it's not 
available, but I hope it does. My front license plate already 
says 1-0, so now I'm hoping to get one to match the back as 
well. 
But in all seriousness, yes, of course, you go 0-1 sometimes. 
But the next day you have to go 1-0. Every day you wake up 
0-0 and the mentality is that you want to go 1-0. You want to 
win the day. Now of course there are going to be times when 
you don't, and sometimes you lose. 
I don't remember the last time I went 0-1, but it has 
happened. 
You have to have a short memory in life. You get up every 
day trying to be a little bit better than you were yesterday. 
Favorite restaurant on the road? Favorite food city? - 
@MichaelSmithNC 
I don't answer questions from quitters. 
Why are you so bald? - @PaceSagester 
I don't answer questions from quitters. 
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Preview: December 22 at Pittsburgh 

Canes will try to match franchise history by obtaining points 
in 13 consecutive games 

By Walt Ruff 

PITTSBURGH, PA. - The Carolina Hurricanes will try and 
win their seventh straight game Thursday, opening a back-
to-back set against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
When: Thursday, December 22 
Puck Drop: 7 p.m. EST 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 
Canes Record: 20-6-6 (46 Points, T-1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 
Canes Last Game: 4-1 Win over the New Jersey Devils on 
Tuesday, December 20 
Penguins Record: 19-9-4 (42 Points, T-1st, Metropolitan 
Division) 
Penguins Last Game: 3-2 Win over the New York Rangers 
on Tuesday, December 20 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Tuesday, November 29: Brett Pesce scores in 
overtime to kick off what would eventually become a 
5-0-1 road trip for Carolina 

 Sunday, December 18: Jordan Staal scores the 
game-winner with just 6:27 remaining to give the 
Canes a fifth straight win 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: With first place in the Metropolitan Division on 
the line, the Canes used a 37-save performance from Pyotr 
Kochetkov to take a 4-1 victory from the New Jersey Devils 
Tuesday. Jesperi Kotkaniemi started the scoring for his team 
just 20 seconds in and from there the 23-year-old rookie 
netminder shined. He kept the Devils at bay until Carolina 
could get second and third goals from Jordan Staal and 
Teuvo Teravainen. Jack Hughes spoiled the shutout bid 
inside the final five minutes, but Stefan Noesen got the goal 
back for Carolina before the final horn sounded.  
Points In 12 In A Row: Tuesday's victory improved Carolina's 
point streak to 12 games in a row, dating back to Friday, 
November 25. The franchise record is points in 13 
consecutive games. The current run is now the third streak of 
points of 11 straight games or more since 2017. 
Six Straight Wins: With their win over New Jersey, the Canes 
now have six in a row dating back to 12/10 on Long Island. 
The team has allowed a total of just nine goals during the 
run. 
Road Warriors: Playing their final road game of the calendar 
year, the Canes also have at least one point in their last 10 
road games. They are 6-0-4 dating back to November 14, 
the second-longest streak in franchise history. The current 
run only trails the streak of points in 12 consecutive road 
games from 2004. 
 Pyotr Is Him: Pyotr Kochetkov improved to 10-1-4 Tuesday 
night with a stellar performance against the Devils. Now 8-0-

2 in his last 10 games, he's also posted a .938 SV% during 
the run. As a whole, his .928 SV% ranks tied for fifth among 
all qualified goaltenders in the NHL this season. He's allowed 
a total of just 28 goals, the fewest by any netminder to play 
750 minutes. 
8 Going On 800: Defenseman Brent Burns enters the contest 
with 799 career points. When he records his next point he'll 
become just the 18th blueliner in NHL history to reach the 
milestone. 
On The Other Side: The Penguins are 8-1-0 in December 
with their lone blemish coming Sunday at PNC Arena. No 
team in the league has allowed fewer goals per game this 
month, with Pittsburgh giving up just 18 in nine games. The 
team's heavy hitters up front have also had a strong few 
weeks as well, with Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Jake 
Guentzel, and Bryan Rust all producing more than a point 
per contest since 12/1. Crosby's 42 points in 32 games rank 
tied for seventh among all skaters in the league. 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Sebastian Aho has missed the team's six 
most recent games due to a lower-body injury. He 
took part in Tuesday's morning skate but Rod 
Brind'Amour said that he'd like to see the star 
forward in a practice before throwing him into a 
game. Wednesday, he practiced. His status for 
tonight is to be determined. The Canes are 6-0 
since he has been out of the lineup. 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. He has recently taken 
part in team practices and morning skates in a no-
contact jersey, but there is no current timetable for 
his return. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-
body injury on November 6. He has been practicing 
with the team as of late, but there is currently no 
timetable for his return. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty suffered a torn Achilles 
tendon in August. He has been skating for over a 
month now and has recently taken part in team 
practices and morning skates in a no-contact jersey. 
Don Waddell said earlier this season that he hopes 
to have Pacioretty available at some point in either 
January or February. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
white uniforms... with a twist. 
Milestones: Calvin de Haan will play in his 100th game as a 
Hurricane. Jesperi Kotkaniemi is just one point shy of 100 
NHL points.  

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes will return home immediately post-game and host 
the Flyers on Friday before entering the holiday break. 
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Super 16: Holiday wish list for NHL teams 

Pastrnak contract with Bruins, healthy Pacioretty for 
Hurricanes among gift suggestions 

It's the holiday season, and the Boston Bruins continue to 
unwrap wins. 
The Bruins are the unanimous No. 1 in this week's Super 16 
power rankings. It is their sixth straight week in the top spot, 
but the first time all 13 voters ranked them first. 
But that is only one gift the NHL.com staff has for Boston. 
There are more underneath the Super 16 tree. In fact, there 
is one here for each team ranked this week, including the 
Los Angeles Kings and Washington Capitals, who have 
played their way into the Super 16. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
So let's get festive, let's get merry and let's let the gift-giving 
begin. 
Here is the Super 16, with gifts being handed out by the 
participating staff members, whose individual rankings are 
below: 
1. Boston Bruins (25-4-2) 
Total points: 208 
Last week: No. 1 
"What do you get for the team that has everything? For the 
Bruins, I'm thinking about the future when I'm coming up with 
my gift for this holiday season. I'm going to get my best 
cardstock and print out a nice eight-year contact for forward 
David Pastrnak. I'll tie it up with a red ribbon and maybe 
even add a fancy pen for a flourish. I mean, I'm not usually 
one to give out cash for the holidays, but sometimes it's just 
the only answer." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (20-6-6) 

Total points: 192 
Last week: No. 5 
"Max Pacioretty is like an unopened present that's been 
sitting under the Hurricanes' Christmas tree since they 
acquired the forward in a trade with the Vegas Golden 
Knights on July 13. Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon during 
offseason training and has yet to play this season but has 
resumed skating and is projected to make his Carolina debut 
in February. Adding Pacioretty, a six-time 30-goal scorer, to 
the lineup could be just what the Hurricanes need to get what 
is already a very good team over the hump in the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. A healthy Frederik Andersen, who hasn't 
played since Nov. 6 because an upper-body injury, could 
also be on the holiday wish list, but they are good shape in 

net until he comes back with continued emergence of rookie 
Pyotr Kochetkov." -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer  

3. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (20-7-6) 

Total points: 173 
Last week: No. 2 
"In honor of the ascending Maple Leafs, Santa plans to plop 
the perfect gift under their organizational Christmas tree at 
Scotiabank Arena on Saturday. The identity of the much-
ballyhooed present? A time machine, of course. Why? 
Because with the Maple Leafs playing at such a high level 
(10-2-1 in past 13), it could whisk them ahead several 
months in their current form to April and the start of the 
playoffs. They have struggled in the playoffs to play at the 
elite level they are at right now, as evidenced by the fact 
they've not won a postseason series since 2004. Maybe this 
would help. Just one question: anyone know where to pick 
up a good time machine?" -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

4. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (23-11-1) 

Total points: 141 
Last week: No. 4 
"If I could, I'd give the Golden Knights the gift of home being 
a sweet home again. What's happened to the Greatest Show 
on Ice at T-Mobile Arena? OK, well, it's still a great show, but 
it's not reflecting in their results, as they're 9-9-0 at home this 
season. Since joining the NHL in the 2017-18 season, Vegas 
has always had a sparkling record at home. This year, the 
magic has been on the road (14-2-1). Listen, the Golden 
Knights are strong again this season, but they've got one of 
the most awesome homes in the League. Get your home 
mojo back, Vegas!" -- Tracey Myers, staff writer 

5. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (22-9-2) 

Total points: 139 
Last week: No. 3 
"The Devils are learning the hard way that sustaining early-
season success isn't easy; they lost six straight games (0-4-
2) prior to a 4-2 win at the Florida Panthers on Wednesday. 
They surprisingly had struggled with execution and sticking 
with the easy play when the pressure mounted. Turnovers 
and ill-advised decisions led to Grade A scoring chances for 
the opposition during the recent stretch. I have the Devils 
ranked No. 13 this week and would like to package and gift 
each player greater confidence to execute like they did 
during their 13-game winning streak earlier this season, 
when the confidence and swagger were at such a high level. 
There's no need to get fancy as the games become bigger 
and winning becomes tougher. Execution and team defense 
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are vital to the Devils' success, and they need to prioritize 
those areas." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

6. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (19-9-4) 

Total points: 135 
Last week: No. 6 
"How about a boost for their power play? The Penguins 
possess one of the most talented offensive groups in the 
NHL, but their power play is mediocre at best. Their 22.9 
success rate was No. 16 in the League entering Wednesday, 
despite the fact that they have elite players at forward and on 
the blue line. Sidney Crosby is playing at an MVP level with 
42 points (18 goals, 24 assists), but 33 of those points have 
come at even strength. Forward Jake Guentzel has 15 goals, 
but 10 have come at even strength. Kris Letang, one of the 
best puck-moving defensemen in the game, has just one 
power-play goal and five points with the man-advantage. 
Forward Evgeni Malkin is the primary threat; 16 of his 33 
points have come on the power play. The Penguins are 
already dangerous. If their power play was consistently good, 
they would be close to unstoppable." -- Shawn P. Roarke, 
senior director of editorial 

7. WINNIPEG JETS (21-10-1) 

Total points: 133 
Last week: No. 9 
"A first-class, one-way ticket to the playoffs is the best gift I 
could give the Jets. They are firing on all cylinders, with 21 
wins in 32 games already. At this pace, they'll easily surpass 
the 40 victories mark for the first time since 2018-19. The 
stellar play of goaltender Connor Hellebuyck is the main 
reason for their success. Hellebuyck has Vezina trophy stats, 
with 16 wins, a 2.33 goals-against average and a .928 save 
percentage. Offensively, forward Pierre-Luc Dubois is having 
a career year, with 15 goals and 37 points in 32 games." -- 
Robert Laflamme, LNH.com senior writer 

8. DALLAS STARS (19-9-6) 

Total points: 132 
Last week: No. 8 
"What should the Stars wish for for the holidays? How about 
a Xerox machine so they can copy the way they played the 
first 30-plus games this season. The Stars were leading the 
tough Central Division entering Wednesday. They've played 
very complete, ranking in the top 10 in goals for, goals 
against, power-play percentage and penalty-killing 
percentage. They've also gotten more scoring than just the 
top line of Jason Robertson, Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski 
with Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn having resurgent 
seasons. Jake Oettinger has played like a Vezina Trophy 
finalist and new coach Peter DeBoer has pushed all the right 
buttons making them a somewhat surprise contender." -- 
David Satriano, staff writer 

9. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (20-11-1) 

Total points: 129 
Last week: No. 7 
"They seem to be firing on all cylinders again, so I would 
connect the Lightning with a travel agent who only books 
trips in the summer. Looks like they're going to be working 
for most of the spring." -- Brian Compton, managing editor  

10. NEW YORK RANGERS (18-11-5) 

Total points: 80 
Last week: No. 12 
"Patrick Kane. Too much? Nah. The Rangers might need a 
left-handed defenseman to play on their third pair with 
Braden Schneider. But they should want Kane, who will be 
dealt before the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline on March 3. So, 
for the holiday season, my gift to the Rangers is the Chicago 
Blackhawks' 34-year-old right wing. As part of the gift, the 
Blackhawks will eat half of Kane's remaining salary provided 
the Rangers include a second-round pick as a sweetener. 
And, as a stocking stuffer, let's add another team to act as a 
third-party broker that will eat half of the remaining half of 
Kane's contract, allowing the Rangers to get him for 25 cents 
on the dollar. It'll cost them, so they may not get any 
presents next year, but Kane could be the gift that keeps on 
giving all the way through mid-June." -- Dan Rosen, senior 
writer 

11. COLORADO AVALANCHE (18-11-2) 

Total points: 75 
Last week: No. 11 
"Batteries. Look, I could say something like good health for 
captain Gabriel Landeskog, because he hasn't played this 
season while recovering from knee surgery. But that's 
obvious and no fun. So, yeah, I'd give the Avalanche 
batteries, because if I were them, I'd constantly be opening 
that crazy ring box that plays a video of their Stanley Cup 
celebration. I'd need to replace the batteries many, many 
times. And what else do you give the team that has 
everything?" -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

12. MINNESOTA WILD (19-11-2) 

Total points: 70 
Last week: No. 14 
"Grandma's hand-knitted socks and mittens are back in style 
in Saint Paul, where it is minus-4 Fahrenheit as I am typing 
these words. Evidently the Wild players have received theirs 
early. Despite the brutal cold, their roster is remarkably 
healthy with no one out sick or on injured reserve. Better put 
these gifts to good use during the holidays, because it won't 
get any warmer until Monday. In the meanwhile, the whole 
team should pitch in for the best youth potion money can buy 
for Mats Zuccarello. The 35-year-old Norwegian forward had 
been on a roll before his 10-game point streak ended 
Wednesday. Last but not least, the Wild will desperately 
need some character and plain luck in about four months if 
they hope to get past the first round for the first time since 
2015." -- Paul Strizhevsky, staff writer  

13. SEATTLE KRAKEN (18-10-3) 

Total points: 63 
Last week: No. 10 
"The best gift I can think to give the Kraken are comfortable 
neck pillows and some sleep masks because they're going to 
need them with all the travel they have coming up in the new 
year. They play eight of nine away from Climate Pledge 
Arena between Jan. 3-17, and they have a five-game road 
trip coming out of the All-Star break in February. All told, they 
play 13 of 19 games away from home between Jan. 3 and 
Feb. 14. The Kraken have been good on the road to this 
point, going 9-4-1, but that much travel can really test a 
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young team looking to reach the playoffs in its second 
season. So, if there's anything to make all those plane rides 
comfortable, hopefully Santa Claus, or maybe Buoy, can 
leave some solid stocking stuffers for the players and 
coaches." -- Adam Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

14. LOS ANGELES KINGS (18-12-5) 

Total points: 34 
Last week: Unranked 
"I'm giving Jonathan Quick the mojo that he lost somewhere 
along the way this season, leading to his 8-8-3 record, 3.55 
GAA and .882 save percentage. The 36-year-old goalie 
needs his mojo. The Kings need him to have it. So, my gift to 
them is Quick's confidence, bravado, the ability to make 
those aggressive, seemingly impossible saves. Los Angeles 
is getting saves from Pheonix Copley, who has won three 
straight starts and five of six, allowing two goals or fewer in 
each of his wins. Copley is writing a nice story, but the Kings 
need Quick at his best, or at least the best he can get to this 
late in his career, to go on a run this season. He can have 
his mojo back and then we'll see what happens with Quick 
and the Kings' goaltending after this season." -- Rosen 

15. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (18-13-2) 

Total points: 33 
Last week: No. 13 
"Topping the Islanders holiday wish list should be a healthy 
Adam Pelech, who is out with an undisclosed injury. It's an 
affordable and reasonable gift, so I'll give it to them. The 
Islanders need the defenseman to make them whole. Pelech 
has 11 points (three goals, eight assists) and a plus-12 
rating. He's used against top pairs on a regular basis. He is 
the Islanders' best defensive defenseman. When he's in the 
lineup, their defense pairs are set and everyone is slotted 
where they should be. It would be a stretch to say they're lost 
without him since they're 2-2-2 in the six games without him, 
but they're just much better with him." -- Rosen 

16. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (17-13-4) 

Total points: 22 
Last week: Unranked 
"Alex Ovechkin would like two goals in the next two games 
so he can move past Gordie Howe (801) on the NHL's all-
time goal scoring list into second place behind Wayne 
Gretzky (894) and go into the holiday break without thinking 
about when it's going to happen and how. He's going to pass 
Howe eventually. Heck, he's going to pass Gretzky 
eventually. But Howe is next and that's happening soon, so 
the gift to the Capitals and Ovechkin is the two goals so 
everyone can move on and the chase for Gretzky can be 
officially on." -- Rosen  
Others receiving points: Edmonton Oilers 4, Buffalo Sabres 
3, Florida Panthers 2 
Dropped out: Oilers (No. 15), Detroit Red Wings (No. 16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. New York Rangers; 14. 

Los Angeles Kings; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Pittsburgh Penguins; 9. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 10. New York Rangers; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Colorado 
Avalanche; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Washington 
Capitals; 16. Los Angeles Kings 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Dallas 
Stars; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Minnesota Wild; 
12. New York Rangers; 13. Colorado Avalanche; 14. Los 
Angeles Kings; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Vegas Golden Knights; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. New York Rangers; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Winnipeg Jets; 
4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. Dallas 
Stars; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. New Jersey Devils; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. New York 
Islanders 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. New Jersey Devils; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Minnesota Wild; 14. 
New York Islanders; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. New York Islanders; 13. New Jersey Devils; 14. 
Seattle Kraken; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Pittsburgh Penguins; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. New York Rangers; 11. New York 
Islanders; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Colorado 
Avalanche 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. New 
Jersey Devils; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
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Minnesota Wild; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Buffalo Sabres; 16. New York 
Islanders 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. Buffalo Sabres 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
New York Islanders; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. Colorado 
Avalanche 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. New Jersey 
Devils; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Seattle Kraken; 
12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. New York Rangers; 14. Los 
Angeles Kings; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
New Jersey Devils; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. New 
York Rangers; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 
14. New York Islanders; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
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Mailbag: Hurricanes’ trade options, Lafreniere’s next contract 

NHL.com's Dan Rosen answers weekly questions 

By Dan Rosen 

Here is the Dec. 21 edition of the mailbag, where we answer 
your questions asked on Twitter using #OvertheBoards. 
Tweet your questions to @drosennhl. 
The Hurricanes biggest strength is they play hard every 
night; biggest weakness is they don't have an extra gear 
come playoff time. What is available goal scoring-wise that 
they can get to put them over the hump? -- 
@LouisMurrayJr1 
Great question because you are right. The Hurricanes are 
one of the hardest opponents in the NHL. They're relentless. 
They defend hard. They give up very little. They forecheck 
like bandits. They get quality goaltending. They're typically 
strong on both the power play and penalty kill, though this 
season they've been just so-so. They have high-end skill 
with players like forwards Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, 
Teuvo Teravainen and Martin Necas. Their defense gets up 
in the rush. But they are missing a gamebreaker. It could be 
Svechnikov, but he's more of a power forward. I'm thinking 
more along the lines of a shifty, quick, playmaking forward 
who can score and set up plays, the kind of player that when 
you put the Hurricanes' lineup on the board, you're pointing 
at him first and going, "That guy scares us."  
Patrick Kane and Bo Horvat. 
The Hurricanes will get forward Max Pacioretty back in their 
lineup before the Stanley Cup Playoffs so they have to be 
sure to have the NHL salary cap space to activate him. He's 
been out all season with an Achilles injury. But depending on 
what the Hurricanes are looking at, they should be in the 
market for Kane, the Chicago Blackhawks right wing, or 
Horvat, the Vancouver Canucks center.  
Horvat might make more sense because the Hurricanes 
need more production from the center position behind Aho, 
who has 27 points (11 goals, 16 assists) in 26 games. If you 
add Horvat, who has 22 goals this season, the Hurricanes 
can bump Jesperi Kotkaniemi to the wing or down to the 
bottom six, making him a fourth line center behind Aho, 
Horvat and Jordan Staal. They'd be adding a legitimate goal 
scorer, which they need, and would have the inside track to 
sign him before he can become an unrestricted free agent.  
But if it's not Horvat, let's look at Kane. I still don't know why 
there isn't more talk about Kane going to the Hurricanes 
before the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline. His shiftiness, ability to 
hold onto the puck, skill and production would make him a 
perfect fit for Carolina. 
The Hurricanes' window to compete for a Stanley Cup won't 
stay open forever. They need to make good on it, which 
means they need to go all in this year. They have a clear 
need for goal scoring and the deadline market is strong. 
The Predators had lost six in a row (before defeating the 
Edmonton Oilers on Monday). Can they get back on track 
and if so, how? -- @ImMeJoB 
It's not a matter of can they get on track, it's will they get on 
track? They can. They have the ability. They are loaded with 
skill and goal scoring, but it hasn't really clicked this season 
offensively for the Predators and I'm not quite sure why. 
They won't sustain in a playoff race for too long if they keep 
scoring at a rate of 2.47 goals per game, which ranked 

seventh in the eight-team Central Division and 29th in the 
NHL entering Tuesday. 
You could say the Predators were burned by poor defense 
and goaltending at the start of the season. They were 3-6-1 
through 10 games, allowing 3.50 goals per game, and Juuse 
Saros, a Vezina Trophy finalist last season, was 2-5-1 with a 
3.17 goals-against average and .898 save percentage. But 
they were scoring 2.60 goals per game, so even if the 
goaltending was slightly better, it wouldn't have changed the 
results too much. 
Saros and the defense have improved, with the Predators 
dropping to 2.85 goals against per game and the goalie 
going 8-4-3 with a 2.67 GAA and .918 save percentage since 
Nov. 2. But the offense is worse, scoring 2.40 goals per 
game in the 20 games they have played. Nashville is 10-7-3 
in those games because of Saros, backup Kevin Lankinen 
(2-3-0, 2.49 GAA, .927 save percentage), and an improved 
commitment to defending. But where is the goal scoring and 
what happened to the power play that is 31st in the NHL 
(15.1 percent) after finishing tied for fifth last season (24.4 
percent)? 
The only way for the Predators to get on track is if their top 
players start producing more. Forwards Matt Duchene (43) 
and Filip Forsberg (42) combined for 85 goals last season; 
they have both played in all 30 games and yet they've 
combined for 17 goals this season, and neither has more 
than nine. Roman Josi led all NHL defenseman with 96 
points last season. He wasn't going to repeat that, but Josi is 
tied for 13th in scoring at the position this season with 23 
points (six goals, 17 assists). He has to be more of an 
offensive driver. Ryan Johansen (17 points) and Mikael 
Granlund (20 points) are also lagging offensively.  
What are the Devils going to do with Mackenzie Blackwood? 
-- @buckstang02 
Blackwood returned from his conditioning stint with Utica of 
the American Hockey League and Akira Schmid was sent to 
the AHL on Monday. He made six saves on seven shots in 
one period of relief Tuesday against the Hurricanes. That is, 
was and remains the Devils' only play for now. It makes zero 
sense for them to carry three goalies when they could send 
Schmid to Utica without exposing him to waivers and he can 
play there. Blackwood is an NHL goalie and he can be a 
good one if he can stay healthy. That's been a big problem 
for him in the past two seasons, but he deserves a chance to 
compete for the No. 1 job with Vitek Vanecek. Schmid has 
been solid, going 5-3-0 with a 1.96 GAA and .932 save 
percentage in eight games. That's good for the Devils 
because now they can have confidence in the 22-year-old if 
they need him again this season. Ideally, they won't. The 
Devils' belief in Blackwood runs deep. Martin Brodeur called 
him New Jersey's No. 1 in a conversation I had with the Hall 
of Fame goalie earlier this season. However, Blackwood's 
long-term future with the Devils is muddy. He can be a 
restricted free agent after this season. The Devils have 
Vanecek signed for two more seasons after this one. Schmid 
is obviously a goalie they like. It's possible Blackwood 
eventually gets traded, but the Devils will hurt their depth at 
the most important position if they do it in season. There's no 
reason to, so the right play was to bring Blackwood back, 
assign Schmid and go from there. 
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At this point in the season what is Alexis Lafreniere's next 
contract going to look like? -- @tomhark10 
At this point I don't think Lafreniere has earned more than a 
bridge deal similar to the contract the Rangers gave forward 
Kaapo Kakko after last season; two years and $4.2 million, a 
$2.1 million average annual value. But so much can change 
in the next six months. Lafreniere is producing more and 
making a bigger impact in the past few weeks. He gained 
confidence by being elevated to play on the top line with 
center Mika Zibanejad and goals followed. He isn't playing 
on the top line currently, but his confidence hasn't waned. He 
had six points (two goals, four assists) in the Rangers' 
seven-game winning streak that ended Tuesday against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins after putting up 10 points (three goals, 
seven assists) in the first 26 games. Lafreniere without 
question saw that forward Tim Stutzle signed an eight-year, 
$66.8 million contract ($8.35 million AAV) with the Ottawa 
Senators on Sept. 7 despite still having one year remaining 
on his entry-level contract. Stutzle was the No. 3 pick in the 
2020 NHL Draft; Lafreniere was No. 1. Lafreniere wants the 
eight-year contract too, but Stutzle is in a different position 
with the Senators. He was quickly elevated into a top-six role 
out of necessity. The Rangers' depth is stronger and 
Lafreniere, a left wing, is blocked by Artemi Panarin and 
Chris Kreider. He has more to prove and the Rangers can be 

patient. So, unless Lafreniere just rips it up from here and 
ends up with 25 goals and close to 60 points, numbers that 
seem like a reach for him to get to this season, I see a bridge 
deal.  
What is the one rule change you'd like to see for next 
season? -- @NedRyerson1957 
I don't think this is going to happen, but I've said this multiple 
times and I'll repeat it to general managers that I talk to in 
advance of their annual meetings in Florida in March:  
Stop allowing teams killing a penalty to ice the puck without a 
whistle. 
Icings should be called on the shorthanded team. If you 
commit a penalty, why should you be granted the opportunity 
to do something the power play can't? If the PK wasn't 
allowed to send the ice the puck without a whistle it would 
force the players to make a play to get it out of the zone and 
to the red line before they chip it in. That could lead to 
turnovers, which is advantageous to the power play. But it 
could also lead to more offense from the PK, which in turn 
could lead to more shorthanded goals. We are seeing more 
and more skilled players killing penalties these days. They 
don't want to ice the puck, but it's the default mechanism to 
take time away from the PP. Take that option away and 
make them make a play. 
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Gifts for all 32 NHL teams: Players, trades, wins, losses 

By Greg Wyshynski 

It doesn't matter if they've been naughty or nice, every NHL 
team is getting a gift from us this holiday season. 
Some of these gifts are clearly off their wish lists. Other gifts 
are the kind that you don't realize you need until you're given 
it, and then it makes perfect sense. And yeah, some of them 
are definitely gag gifts. 
Here are 32 presents for 32 NHL teams this season. Here's 
hoping it's a happy and healthy holiday for all of you. 

Atlantic Division 
Boston Bruins: Bo Horvat 

The Bruins have been the best team in the NHL through the 
first three months of an all-in season, trying to win the 
Stanley Cup in the potential swan songs for Patrice Bergeron 
and David Krejci. If only there was a player who could bolster 
their Cup chances in the short term and give the Bruins a 
long-term replacement at their soon-to-be thin center 
position. 

Buffalo Sabres: To get those eight games back 

The Sabres did as the Sabres do earlier this season, winning 
seven of their first 10 games and then stepping off a 
proverbial cliff with an eight-game losing streak, all of them in 
regulation. Then Tage Thompson ripped off 14 goals in 14 
games, they improved defensively and the promise of the 
season's start appeared to be fulfilled. Imagine where they'd 
be without that winless skid? 

Detroit Red Wings: 'The Guy' 

When the Red Wings went on their decades-long run of 
championship contention, they had a collection of home-
grown, focal-point players who led the charge: Steve 
Yzerman to Sergei Fedorov to Nicklas Lidstrom to Pavel 
Datsyuk to Henrik Zetterberg. They'd import a few more, too. 
The current Red Wings have some great players but not 
transcendent ones. It's tough when a team misses the 
playoffs for six seasons and potentially doesn't have a 
franchise player to show for it -- although if Moritz Seider can 
be last year's version more than this season's player, he's a 
contender to become one. 

Florida Panthers: An outdoor game 

Once Carolina plays its outdoor game in 2023, there will be 
four franchises left that haven't played in one: Newbie 
Seattle, current basement dwellers Arizona and Columbus, 
and the Panthers. Don't know where, don't know when, but 
the Panthers have achieved enough consistent success and 
boast enough star power to warrant a trip outdoors. Battle of 
Florida, outdoor game? Who says no? Besides, you know, 
the barometer. 

Montreal Canadiens: About five more Kirby Dachs 

Dach is well on his way to having the best season of his four-
year NHL career, immediately rewarding the investment 
(first- and third-round picks) that the Canadiens made to land 

him in a trade from the Blackhawks. The third overall pick in 
2019 was off track in Chicago, and the Canadiens deftly 
determined that he had more to give with a change in 
scenery. That's what good front offices do. Montreal just 
needs to do it a few more times, particularly on defense. 

Ottawa Senators: Ryan Reynolds' ownership stake 

I've never been more convinced of anything in the NHL than 
I am that Ryan Reynolds can make us care about the Ottawa 
Senators. "Welcome To Wrexham" is terrific. In "Wrexham," 
part of the story is that connection between a team and its 
city. Reynolds has such an affinity for the city of Ottawa. The 
Senators might not be facing relegation, but having Reynolds 
invested -- literally and figuratively -- in the success of the 
franchise would infuse the Senators with much-needed 
relevance. 
Or, failing that, he shows up to the board of governors 
meeting dressed as Deadpool. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: An eraser 

We took a lot of flak for listing the Lightning's jersey last in 
our Reverse Retro rankings for the worst 1990s resurrection 
this side of a nu-metal revival. 
So let's meet in the middle: You can keep your goofy bolts 
down the sleeves. But we get to erase those corny rain drops 
on the front that make it look like the Lightning just skated 
out of a winter carnival confetti drop. Deal? 

Toronto Maple Leafs: A first-round bye 

The schadenfreude party that's been held for the Leafs when 
they inevitably exit the playoffs in the opening round? It has 
long lost its appeal. Let's get them out of the first round. 
We're not even talking about seeing Toronto make a serious 
push for their first Stanley Cup since 1967, although that 
could assure that general manager Kyle Dubas and coach 
Sheldon Keefe keep their jobs. We'd settle for a second-
round elimination. Wouldn't a chaser of vibrant hope make 
another Leafs failure all the more satisfying? Of course it 
would, you sick haters. 

Metropolitan Division 
Carolina Hurricanes: A Stanley Cup Final appearance 

At some point, promise and potential have to manifest into 
opportunity. At some juncture, playing the game to analytic 
dominance has to produce results that meet those 
expectations. 
Carolina made aggressive moves for veterans Brent Burns 
and Max Pacioretty and will undoubtedly make another one 
at the trade deadline to further bolster this group. But a team 
can bubble under the surface only for so long until it loses its 
fizz. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Changing suspicious minds 

Elvis Merzlikins has the raw ability and physical skills to be a 
No. 1 goalie in the NHL. He is, at the moment, the worst 
goalie in the NHL in goals saved above expected (minus-18) 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 22, 2022 

 

and wins above replacement (minus-2.7). He's also in the 
first year of a five-year contract with Columbus. None of this 
is ideal. 
Here's hoping the player Columbus thought would solidify 
their goaltending -- and one of the crease's most entertaining 
players when he's on -- can figure things out. 

New Jersey Devils: Their swagger back 

The Devils have hit a rut lately, as their cushion in the Metro 
Division standings has evaporated. Slightly more concerning: 
They don't seem to have the same confidence they exhibited 
during their torrid start. That "we can score on anyone at any 
time" swagger. 
Did Dr. Evil steal their mojo or something? Can they get it 
back? Is a Dr. Evil reference in 2022 still relevant? So many 
questions ... 

New York Islanders: Jakob Chychrun 

The Islanders might not have the bounty that the Coyotes 
are seeking for Chychrun, nor might GM Lou Lamoriello have 
the appetite to send that much away in a trade. But as Hans 
Gruber once said: It's Christmas. It's a time for miracles. 
Chychrun would be perfect for the left side of the Islanders' 
defense. Lou loves to build from the back. With his contract, 
he'd be a foundational player for the Islanders going forward. 

New York Rangers: Friendship bracelets 

Just a little trinket that Jacob Trouba can hand out when he 
makes a new friend through devastating hits, abject 
physicality or on-ice trash talking. That way they know 
they're forever bonded, like Trouba is to Andreas Athanasiou 
and Sidney Crosby and Seth Jarvis and ... well, this could 
end up being longer than Santa's list. Also, we'll just go 
ahead and assume that these are slap bracelets. 

Philadelphia Flyers: The second overall pick 

Obviously, every team wants the chance to draft Connor 
Bedard, a generational talent with a shot that gives opposing 
goalies the night sweats. Could he instantly reverse the 
Flyers' fortunes? Probably. But he's too silky for Philly. 
Adam Fantilli? Now that's a Flyer. Craig Button (TSN 
analyst) told me the 6-foot-3 center attacks the net like a dog 
does a bone. A bludgeoning prospect who could still return 
the franchise to a place of prominence and villainy. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Jaromir Jagr 

I'm sorry, but I simply refuse to believe that Jagr's NHL run 
ended with 22 inconsequential games with Calgary and not 
with the nostalgic joy of a Penguins reunion. He recently took 
the ice at 50 years old in an emergency stint with his Kladno 
team. Can he keep up with the current NHL? Of course not. 
He's 50 years old. 
So, sign him to the league minimum, "Hornqvist" him in front 
of the net on a power play that's currently in the bottom third 
of the league and watch grown men weep as Jaromir Jagr 
wears the Robo Penguin again. 

Washington Capitals: A Nicklas Backstrom comeback 

While it won't exactly help Washington's salary-cap situation, 
we'd love to see Backstrom make his comeback from a hip 
resurfacing surgery to become an effective player for the 
Capitals again -- if nothing else, to have him as an active 

participant as his career teammate (and commercial co-star) 
Alex Ovechkin chases Wayne Gretzky's goal-scoring record. 
It's weird not to have Backstrom there. It's like if "The 
Simpsons" became the longest-running scripted series in 
prime time and someone else was voicing Marge. 

Central Division 
Arizona Coyotes: A fast-forward button 

The Yotes are a frisky, competitive team with a deepening 
prospect pool; stable ownership, especially in comparison to 
what preceded Alex Meruelo in the desert; but most of all, a 
new arena in Tempe that appears on its way to public 
approval and could keep the Coyotes in Arizona for decades. 
Due respect to the singular joys of Mullett Arena, let's skip 
the next three seasons of 5,000-capacity home games and 
get to the new abode. 

Chicago Blackhawks: A new home for Seth Jones 

The expectation is that Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane 
will be wearing different uniforms soon, if not at the trade 
deadline then next season. With that, the page will be turned 
on the current incarnation of the Blackhawks ... save for the 
28-year-old defenseman whose new eight-year contract just 
kicked in. 
Seth Jones is due to make $35.5 million in salary over the 
next three seasons, all of which should be rebuilding ones for 
Chicago. His $9.5 million cap hit is tied for the fourth highest 
among defensemen, he has a full no-move clause and he is 
minus-21 this season. Stan Bowman's Hail Mary to keep 
Chicago competitive is now Kyle Davidson's cross to bear. 

Colorado Avalanche: Nazem Kadri 

Look, there's a reason Nazem Kadri and the Colorado 
Avalanche parted ways after winning the Stanley Cup 
together. He is 32 years old, and he wanted a long term on 
his new deal. The Avs felt there were younger, more 
affordable options inside their own system that could ascend 
to second-line center. 
But don't it always seem to go that you don't know what you 
got 'til it's gone? They're going to spend at the trade deadline 
looking for another player like Nazem Kadri. If only they 
could have held onto the one they already had, in hindsight. 

Dallas Stars: Global stardom for Jason Robertson 

The 23-year-old has that "it" factor that NHL fans hope and 
pray their stars embody. Robertson has a high-octane 
offensive game that's magnetic. He has a delightful 
personality off the ice and a unique backstory among NHL 
players. 
As Alex Ovechkin and Sidney Crosby reach their sunset 
years, Robertson is the kind of player you want carrying the 
torch for the next generation. Dallas has a special one in 
Robertson. 

Minnesota Wild: Marc-Andre Fleury (2020-21 edition) 

Filip Gustavsson has been one of the best stories of the 
season, going from a hasty Plan B when the Cam Talbot 
situation blew up to 5.9 goals saved above expected in 12 
games played. He has a .922 save percentage. 
Fleury ... doesn't. The veteran goalie has played at a 
replacement level since winning the Vezina Trophy with the 
Golden Knights in 2021. The Wild could make some noise in 
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the West if Fleury played like he did that season. But alas, 
Father Time is undefeated in the NHL. 

Nashville Predators: A rebuild on the fly 

The Predators are stuck in that hockey purgatory where 
they're not a contender in the West, but they're also not 
going to enter a rebuild -- at least not with Filip Forsberg, 
Roman Josi, Mattias Ekholm, Juuse Saros and others locked 
in through 2024-25 at a minimum. 
With a roster that's difficult to blow up, the Predators have to 
find a way to maximize their veterans' window. (Waiving 23-
year-old prospects probably isn't that way.) 

St. Louis Blues: A modicum of consistency 

There isn't a roller coaster at Six Flags St. Louis that comes 
close to the thrill ride of this Blues season -- from three wins 
to eight losses to seven wins to eight losses in 10 games to 
four straight wins. 
It's a season with the serenity of Jordan Binnington 
conversing with an opponent's bench, and it is exhausting. 

Winnipeg Jets: Appreciation for Josh Morrissey 

Quick: Who was the second-leading scorer among 
defensemen in the NHL through 32 games? Cale Makar? 
Adam Fox? Quinn Hughes? 
No, friends, it was Josh Morrissey of the Winnipeg Jets, with 
38 points in those games. Morrissey is having a whale of a 
bounce-back season and will shatter his previous offensive 
career highs. It's beyond time for the Norris Trophy chatter to 
catch up to his season. 

Pacific Division 
Anaheim Ducks: TED Talk about defense 

Let's just sit all the Ducks down in a giant auditorium and 
have some expert in their field explain how not to average 
3.33 expected goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 when 
your goaltending has a .909 save percentage. 
I think GM Pat Verbeek knows a guy. 

Calgary Flames: A game-breaking scorer 

GM Brad Treliving deserves credit for doing what needed to 
be done last summer to keep his team contending after 
Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk peaced out. 
But the Flames still lack what they brought to the table: 
game-breaking offense and that ability to get a goal when 
they need it most. (Remember, a combined 82 goals in 
2021-22 left with those players.) When a team is 7-5-6 in 
one-goal games (.389), it could use another scorer on whom 
to depend. 

Edmonton Oilers: A defense worthy of Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl 

Once again, the Oilers' two megastars are going to carry this 
team until their backs give out. What do they get for the 
effort? A porous defense corps playing in front of a half-
decent rookie goalie in Stuart Skinner and a decidedly 

indecent Jack Campbell, who has a nearly minus-11 goals 
saved above expected. 
Different year, same story -- and not one that Connor and 
Leon want to hear anymore. 

Los Angeles Kings: 'Burger King' Reverse Retro jerseys 

Make no mistake: The Kings' two Reverse Retro jerseys are 
gorgeous, with the gold and the "Forum blue." But the true 
Reverse Retro spirit is one of kitsch and transformation -- 
that is, making yesterday's cringe into today's stunning look. 
So obviously, the Kings should bring back a remix of their 
"Burger King" jerseys for the next Reverse Retro release. 
Hey, if the Islanders "fish sticks" jersey can be treated with 
normalcy, why not the ghostly visage of a king on a gradient 
nightmare of a sweater? 

San Jose Sharks: A Marc-Edouard Vlasic trade 

Again, the holiday season is a time for miracles. So why not 
gift the Sharks with the opportunity to get out of the past four 
years (with $7 million average annual value) of a 35-year-old 
defenseman's deal, even though he has a full no-move 
clause and has been a shell of himself for several seasons? 
We mean, before the inevitable buyout? 

Seattle Kraken: A new mascot 

Buoy is a try-hard, sub-Gritty plushie. Your team is called the 
Kraken, playing in a city known for a market with airborne 
fish, and you don't create a mascot with a nautical 
appearance? 
I don't care that legions of young fans are pulling Buoy toys 
off the merch shop shelves. Congrats, you sold a troll doll; 
talk to me when you turn an anthropomorphic tentacle into a 
cuddly mascot and a bestseller. 

Vancouver Canucks: A second deal 

You know those games in which you're dealt a hand then 
choose which cards you want to keep and which ones you 
want to toss away -- only to replace them on the next draw? 
The Canucks should be able to do that with their roster. 
Hold Elias Pettersson; Quinn Hughes; Thatcher Demko; 
maybe J.T. Miller; Bo Horvat, so they can trade him; and 
perhaps a few others. Then select some new cards and hope 
that their owner doesn't mess up this hand. 

Vegas Golden Knights: Good health 

We're not just talking about on the ice -- although having the 
Golden Knights avoid the rash of late-season injuries that 
probably cost them a playoff spot last season would be 
preferable. No, we're talking off the ice, where 4-year-old 
Evelyn Pietrangelo faces several months of rehabilitation 
after developing encephalitis while battling the flu around 
Thanksgiving. She developed a lesion on her brain and lost 
her motor skills. 
As her father, Vegas defenseman Alex Pietrangelo said, "It's 
pretty scary for Mom and Dad." Here's hoping for the best of 
health for the Pietrangelo family -- and for any parent facing 
this kind of nightmare.
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Game Preview: Carolina Hurricanes @ Pittsburgh Penguins 12/22/2022 – Lines, how to 
watch 

Holiday hockey tonight in Pittsburgh! 
By Hooks Orpik 

Who: Carolina Hurricanes (20-6-6, 46 points, 1st place 
Metropolitan Division) @ Pittsburgh Penguins (19-9-4, 42 
points, 3rd place Metropolitan Division) 
When: 7:00 p.m. Eastern 
How to Watch: AT&T Sports Network Pittsburgh (ATTSN-PT) 
for the Western PA market, Bally Sports South for the 
visitors, Sling TV, ESPN+ 
Opponent Track: It’s all Hurricanes right now, they just 
wrapped up a four-game homestand against four teams with 
a combined 73-33-14 record (SEA, DAL, PIT, NJD) and 
Carolina won all four games in an impressive manner. The 
last game out (a 4-1 win over New Jersey) pushed the 
Canes up to first place over the Devils. 
Pens Path Ahead: It’s time for a Christmas break after this, 
the Pens are inactive until heading over to Long Island next 
Tuesday, December 27. From there, Pittsburgh stays busy 
with two home games on Wednesday 12/28 (Detroit) and 
Friday 12/30 (NJD) before getting to the Winter Classic in 
Boston on Monday, January 2nd.  
Season Series: Pittsburgh is 0-1-1 against the Hurricanes 
this season, losing in OT in November at home and then 
getting tripped up 3-2 this past Sunday in Carolina. These 
two will meet for a fourth and final time in the regular season 
in the near future, on Saturday January 14th, back in 
Carolina.  
Hidden stat: The Penguins have only scored four total goals 
in two games against Carolina this season (2.0 goals/game 
for those who are astute at math). In Pittsburgh’s other 30 
games against non-Carolina opponents, they’ve scored 107 
total goals (3.57 per game). 

Getting to know the Hurricanes 

SB Nation counterpart: Canes Country 

Possible lines 

FORWARDS 
Andrei Svechnikov - Paul Stastny - Martin Necas 
Teuvo Teravainen - Jesper Kotkaniemi - Seth Jarvis 
Jordan Martinook - Jordan Staal - Jesper Fast 
Derek Stepan - Jack Drury - Stefan Noesen 
DEFENSEMEN 
Jaccob Slavin / Brent Burns 
Brady Skjei / Brett Pesce 
Calvin de Haan / Jalen Chatfield 
Goalies: Pyotr Kochetkov (Antti Raanta) 
Scratches: Sebastien Aho (injury), Dylan Coghlan 

IR: Frederik Andersen, Ondrej Kase, Max Pacioretty, Jake 
Gardiner 
—Carolina’s lineup was the same against New Jersey as it 
was in the previous win against Pittsburgh, but it might be 
strengthened in a significant manner. Sebastien Aho was a 
participant in practice, and the door could be open for him 
playing again as soon as tonight. There hasn’t been word 
either way as of press time on that decision, but sooner than 
later the Hurricanes should have their best forward back in 
the lineup. Not bad for a team having won their last six. 

Stats 

via hockeydb 
—Carolina has had some great availability going on the 
opening half of this season. 11 skaters have played all 32 
games so far. 14 have played at least 30/32. Other than an 
injury on opening night to the guy that always gets hurt 
(Ondrej Kase) and Frederik Andersen’s perhaps fortuitous-
to-the-team injury that opened the door for Kochetkov to 
make his mark, it’s been a pretty healthy team so far. Even 
have Aho out the last six games hasn’t slowed them down on 
the ice, everything has been very charmed for Carolina with 
how the first part of the year has unfolded.  

Goalie duel 

It will be the matchup of two of the best goalies in the league 
tonight if the Pens and Canes opt to use their starters. Here’s 
a look at the NHL’s best goalies since Thanksgiving. Tristan 
Jarry and Pyotr Kochetkov have nearly identical stat lines. 
Jarry’s only loss (in OT, no less) during this stretch, also 
came at the hands of Kochetkov, who stopped 30/32 shots 
when they met on November 29th.  

And now for the Pens... 
Potential Game Lines 

Forwards 
Jake Guentzel - Sidney Crosby - Rickard Rakell 
Jason Zucker - Evgeni Malkin - Bryan Rust 
Brock McGinn - Jeff Carter - Kasperi Kapanen 
Danton Heinen - Teddy Blueger - Drew O’Connor 
Defense 
Marcus Pettersson / Kris Letang 
Brian Dumoulin / Jan Rutta 
P.O. Joseph / Chad Ruhwedel 
Goalies: Tristan Jarry (Casey DeSmith) 
Scratches: Josh Archibald (injury), Mark Friedman, Ryan 
Poehling (injury) 
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IR: Jeff Petry (upper body, LTIR, out until at least January 
8th) 
—Neither Archibald nor Poehling were able to practice 
yesterday, which means it might finally be time for the team 
to have space to give O’Connor another look. O’Connor has 
three scoreless NHL games under his belt this season, all of 
them coming from Nov 1-5. 

Jarry gunning for history 

Any time a goalie can put his name in Penguins’ franchise 
history right there with Tom Barrasso and Marc-Andre 
Fleury, that’s an impressive feat. Jarry is getting there with 
his consecutive games with at least a point streak up to 13 
games.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 22, 2022 

 

 

About Last Night: Hurricanes’ Depth Dethrones Division-Leading Devils 

The Hurricanes jumped all over the Devils last night, netting 
bookend goals on a night that saw possession of the 
Metropolitan Division lead swap hands. 
By Brett Finger 

The Carolina Hurricanes and New Jersey Devils entered last 
night’s game tied for the most points in the Metropolitan 
Division. Their first head-to-head matchup of the season had 
plenty in the way of stakes, acting as a big litmus test for a 
pair of teams in very different situations trending in very 
different directions. 
To the delight of the home crowd, the trends kept trending. 
Carolina’s 4-1 win on home ice marked the club’s sixth 
consecutive win, their longest winning streak since the end of 
the 2021-22 season. They’ve secured at least one standings 
point in each of their last 12 games (10-0-2), dating all the 
way back to their overtime loss in Boston on November 25. 
It was another fun night for the Hurricanes, who are now in 
sole possession of first place in the Metropolitan Division and 
are still unbeaten in regulation this month. Let’s talk about it. 

Depth Rises to the Top 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi won the game’s opening faceoff. 20 
seconds later, he scored his fourth goal of the season. 
Kotkaniemi and Seth Jarvis’ net-front presence around Vitek 
Vanecek rattled the red-hot-turned-slumping goalie, and a 
quick puck retrieval from Calvin de Haan led to Kotkaniemi’s 
second-chance slam off a Jarvis centering pass. 
The Hurricanes caught the Devils asleep at the start of the 
game, and they made them pay dearly for it. That opening 
shift set the tone for a strong showing from the Kotkaniemi 
line and a dominant overall effort from Carolina’s depth 
forwards. 
The fourth line was the team’s most dangerous trio at 5-on-5. 
Derek Stepan led all Canes forwards in on-ice shot attempts, 
and his linemates Stefan Noesen and Jack Drury finished 
just one behind him. The Canes conceded just one New 
Jersey high-danger shot attempt when the Stepan line was 
on the ice. 
Their good work didn’t get rewarded on the scoresheet 
during the first 55 minutes of the game, but their 
determination paid off in the end with a trickshot goal from 
Noesen. 
It was an appropriate way for the Devils’ night to end after 
their disastrous first shift put them behind the eight-ball and a 
pair of soft goals allowed by Vanecek deflated their hopes for 
a comeback. 
Noesen’s building confidence was on full display with his 
nifty shot from below the goal line. The tally extended his 
point streak to four games, which is his longest streak in the 
NHL since December 2017. 
A 48-goal man in the AHL last season, Noesen has 
exceeded expectations to the tune of four goals and nine 
points during the team’s current 12-game point streak. Much 

of that surge has come in recent games with Sebastian Aho 
out of the lineup. 
The career tweener has been tasked with taking on many of 
Nino Niederreiter’s responsibilities as a physical winger at 5-
on-5 and on the power play. He hasn’t played poorly at any 
point this season, but his recent offensive surge has taken 
his value to another level. 
The last time he spent a full season in the NHL was back in 
2017-18 with the Devils. Five seasons later, he is a reborn 
player making important contributions on a now division-
leading team. 

Milestones 

Fans of round numbers had two particular things to celebrate 
last night, starting with second-year forward Seth Jarvis. 
Jarvis skated in his 100th NHL game against the Devils on 
Tuesday, and he made it a memorable night thanks to the 
intensity he flew out of the gates with. His primary assist on 
Kotkaniemi’s goal was his ninth point in 12 games, dating 
back to the start of Carolina’s point streak. 
After accumulating just seven points in his first 20 games of 
the season, the 20-year-old has become an offensive threat 
again for the Hurricanes. He’s also been consistent, failing to 
record a point in just three of his last 12 games. 
Jarvis, the 13th overall pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, became 
just the sixth player from his draft class to play in 100 NHL 
games. Devils forward Dawson Mercer, the 18th pick in 
Jarvis’ draft, reached 100 NHL games in mid-November. His 
assist gave him 56 points in his first 100 games, one point 
more than Andrei Svechnikov’s 55, which is good for the 
fifth-most productive first 100 games for a Hurricanes skater 
since 1997. 
The other round number is ten. 
The Hurricanes have secured at least a point in ten 
consecutive Pyotr Kochetkov starts. He’s the sixth rookie 
goalie over the last 20 years to have a ten-game point streak 
and just the second first-year netminder to reach that feat 
over the last 12 seasons (Jeremy Swayman, 2021-22). 
Last night wasn’t a cheapy for Kooch, either. He was tasked 
with stopped 38 Devils shots, including 14 in the second 
period. He didn’t allow a goal for more than 55 minutes, 
flirting with his third shutout in five outings, but Jack Hughes 
spoiled things on a one-man rush up the ice with 4:36 to go 
in the third period. 
His biggest save came on a long breakaway attempt from 
Jesper Bratt, a point-per-game player in 2022-23 and New 
Jersey’s second-most productive skater. 
Kochetkov has a staggering .937 save percentage and an 8-
0-2 record over his last ten games. He has won five straight 
decisions - two via shutout - while allowing just five total 
goals. 
His .928 save percentage is tied for third-best in the NHL 
with Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck, and he’s allowing just 
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1.94 goals against per game, which is the second-lowest 
number among qualifying goalies. 
It’s been a magical run for the 2019 second-round pick. A 
little over five weeks ago, Kochetkov was backstopping the 
Chicago Wolves in the AHL. Since then, he has come up, 
signed a four-year contract extension, appeared in 15 of 
Carolina’s 19 games, and put together one of the best 
stretches of rookie goaltending in recent NHL history. 

Two Teams, Two Directions 

Last night’s game was a significant breaking point for both 
the Devils and Hurricanes. 
On December 6, the Devils shut out the Chicago Blackhawks 
in Newark to improve their record to an NHL-best 21-4-1. On 
the other side of the country, the Hurricanes lost a 4-3 
overtime decision in Anaheim to put their record at 14-6-6. 
Both teams have played six games since then. The Devils 
haven’t won a single game and have gotten just one 
standings point. The Hurricanes haven’t lost. There have 
been plenty of substantial differences between their 
respective seasons so far, but over the last two weeks, 
goaltending has been the most glaring. 

Kochetkov has been the best goalie in the league over that 
stretch. Vitek Vanecek, however, has been among the very 
worst. After a 15-game world-beating stretch with 12 wins 
and a .937 save percentage, Vanecek has crashed back 
down the earth. He’s gone winless since his December 6 
shutout, and he’s allowed 13 goals on 77 shots (.831 save 
percentage). 
The Devils’ storybook start has slammed to a halt, and the 
Hurricanes have done nothing but assert their dominance at 
a perfect time. 
With last night’s win, the Hurricanes dethroned the Devils 
and are the top dogs in the Metro once again. The team just 
had to tread water in December, but instead, they gained ten 
standings points on the Devils in just two weeks. 
One team is trending dramatically upward. The other team is 
trending cataclysmically downward. 
Up next is a trip up to Pittsburgh for a rematch after 
Carolina’s 3-2 win over the Pens on Sunday. The Penguins, 
just four points back of the Hurricanes, kept pace with the 
new division leaders last night thanks to a 3-2 win over the 
New York Rangers. 

 

Wolves Open Busy Stretch With 5-3 Loss to Admirals 

MILWAUKEE—The Chicago Wolves began a set of three 
games in three nights with a 5-2 loss to the Admirals on 
Wednesday night in Milwaukee. 
The defending Calder Cup champion Wolves got goals from 
Anttoni Honka and Noel Gunler but it wasn’t enough as the 
Admirals had five different players score to snap Chicago’s 
two-game winning streak. 
“It’s unfortunate because we had a good start,” Wolves 
forward Brendan Perlini said. “They got a couple and then 
we had a little bit of fightback but obviously not enough.” 
The Wolves opened the scoring for the second consecutive 
game when Honka notched his third goal of the season early 
in the first period. Teammate Tuukka Tieksola cruised into 
the offensive zone and dropped a pass to Honka and the 
defenseman fired a shot from between the circles that beat 
Admirals goaltender Yaroslav Askarov to the glove side. 
Tieksola and Logan Lambdin earned assists on the score. 
Midway through the period, Milwaukee answered on a goal 
by Tim Schaller and in the waning seconds of the first took a 
2-1 lead on a power-play score by Kiefer Sherwood. 
The Admirals extended the lead to two goals late in the 
second on Cole Schneider’s score and put the game out of 

reach midway through the third on a shorthanded goal by 
Egor Afanasyev. 
Gunler’s power-play goal moments 35 seconds later pulled 
the Wolves to within 4-2. The forward received a pass from 
Ronan Seeley and went glove side from the high slot for his 
fourth goal of the season. Seeley and Malte Stromwall had 
assists. 
John Leonard scored into the empty net to seal the deal for 
the Admirals. 
“The good thing is, there are games coming up so we can 
always get it back,” Perlini said. 
Zachary Sawchenko (27 saves) suffered the loss for the 
Wolves while Askarov (28 saves) earned the win for the 
Admirals. 
The Wolves fell to 8-14-2-0 on the season while Milwaukee 
improved to 16-9-0-2. 
Up next: The Wolves will host the Grand Rapids Griffins on 
Thursday at Allstate Arena (7 p.m.; AHLTV). 
For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/4025154/2022/12/22/pyotr-kochetkov-hurricanes-goalie/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-46-bill-burniston/c-339016908 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-december-22-at-pittsburgh/c-339037920 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-decemeber-22/c-339052576 
https://www.nhl.com/news/over-the-boards-dan-rosen-mailbag-december-21/c-339016768 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/insider/story/_/id/35292653/gifts-all-32-nhl-teams-players-trades-wins-losses 
https://www.pensburgh.com/2022/12/22/23521374/game-preview-carolina-hurricanes-pittsburgh-penguins-12-22-2022-lines-how-to-watch 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/21/23520120/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-depth-dethrones-new-jersey-devils-kochetkov-

noesen-kotkaniemi 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/12/21/wolves-open-busy-stretch-with-5-2-loss-to-admirals/
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Pyotr Kochetkov, the Hurricanes’ goalie of the future, arrived ahead of 
schedule 

 

By Cory Lavalette 

 

They say two’s company and three’s a crowd. When it comes to the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ crease, it’s a nice problem to have. With Frederik 
Andersen out with an injury for the last six-plus weeks, rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov has taken charge of Carolina’s net. 

After beating the Devils 4-1 Tuesday night to take over first place in the 
Metropolitan Division, the Hurricanes have at least one point in 12 
consecutive games. Kochetkov, since being recalled Nov. 8, is 10-1-4 
with a .928 save percentage and 1.94 goals-against average. 

With Andersen back on the ice practicing, one would think a difficult 
decision is coming. 

“Not too hard, to be honest,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said with a grin 
after the win over New Jersey. 

Kochetkov was called into duty late last season when Andersen was 
injured and showed flashes of being Carolina’s future goaltender despite 
having just a couple months of experience in North America. 

The plan this season was for Andersen and Antti Raanta — last year’s 
Jennings Trophy winners, both in the final year of their contracts — to 
man the nets while Kochetkov honed his craft with the AHL’s Chicago 
Wolves. 

Fate intervened, and Kochetkov has gone from “goalie of the future” to 
“goalie of the present.” 

“I don’t know if I’m surprised,” Brind’Amour said last week. “I didn’t have 
any idea what we were getting. It’s just one of those things sometimes. 
It’s a pleasant surprise because you weren’t counting on it.” 

Kochetkov came to North America on Feb. 15 following his KHL season 
and two months later was recalled to Carolina when Andersen was 
injured. He won all three of his regular-season starts and played in four 
playoff games, then returned to Chicago and helped the Wolves win the 
Calder Cup. 

“At this time last year, he wasn’t in the discussion,” Brind’Amour said. 
“And then because we had our guys go down, and we all remember that. 
It was just we had no choice.” 

It seems like the Hurricanes have no choice again — Kochetkov has 
been too good to send back down once everyone is healthy. 

Another win for Pyotr the Great   pic.twitter.com/XR1lOokrow 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) December 21, 2022 

And the best might be yet to come. 

“I still think we’re scratching the surface with him,” Hurricanes goalie 
coach Paul Schonfelder told The Athletic. “I think he’s got a lot more in 
the bag.” 

Andersen is a big goaltender who uses his size to protect the crease, 
while Raanta is smaller and more nimble. Kochetkov combines both — 
he is 6-foot-3 and 205 pounds but also extremely athletic. He’s also 
anything but a cookie-cutter goalie. 

“That’s kind of the new style Russian goaltender,” Hurricanes forward 
Derek Stepan said. “They kind of play different than your typical North 
American goalie. It’s drop 100 pucks and save it. I don’t care how you do 
it, just save it.” 

Russian goalies have risen to the top of the NHL in recent years. From 
Igor Shesterkin and Ilya Sorokin on each side of the Battle of New York 
to Alexander Georgiev in Colorado and Andrei Vasilevski with the 
Lightning, more and more teams are relying on Russians to carry the 
load in net. 

Schonfelder said there’s “100 percent” a reason for the Russian 
renaissance in goal — athleticism. 

“They don’t have a coach that’s breathing structure down their throat, so 
they have to figure it out on their own,” he said of young Russian goalies. 
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“They learn to use their athleticism a lot more. They don’t look as 
structured and as robotic at a young age.” 

Schonfelder compared that to kids in North America who often have 
goalie coaches before they’re 10 years old and are learning how to play 
the position rather than just finding a way to keep the puck from getting 
behind them. 

“You see with the Russian kids, they develop a stronger athletic base at 
a younger age,” Schonfelder added. “Where a lot of the kids in North 
America, you see that they develop the structure part first. And then as 
they get older, you try to get them to be a little bit more athletic, and 
that’s really hard to do. 

“It’s easier to take a kid that’s athletic and add structure than it is to take 
a goalie with structure and try to get them to play more athletic, and that’s 
all the Russian goalies in the league. They all have that dynamic athletic 
ability, and I think they develop that at a young age just because of the 
way they were brought up.” 

One can already see how the Hurricanes have encouraged Kochetkov’s 
athleticism while smoothing out some of the rough edges in his game. 

Last season, his athleticism was on full display, Kochetkov was quick to 
challenge shooters and rely on his reflexes to do the heavy lifting. 

After just 10 months in North America, Kochetkov has been taught more 
structure by Schonfelder and Hurricanes goaltender development coach 
Jason Muzzatti, allowing the 23-year-old to “let the game come to him.” 

“For Kooch, that athleticism is never going to go away,” Schonfelder said. 
“That’s ingrained in him. He’s not going to lose that. And I promote that in 
his game. Even the poke checks and stuff like that, you don’t see a lot of 
guys around the league poke-checking. 

“It’s a lost art, but he’s good with a stick. He did it at a young age, and I’m 
not going to discourage him from doing it because it’s effective.” 

  PYOTR KOCHETKOV   

The rare but beautiful flying poke check… executed to perfection.   
pic.twitter.com/Nrz22W1VOe 

— NHL (@NHL) November 11, 2022 

Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei was with the Rangers when Shesterkin 
was coming through their system and said Kochetkov’s emergence is 
reminiscent of how last season’s Vezina Trophy winner arrived in the Big 
Apple. 

“We heard about Shesty through like the KHL and him playing and 
setting records over there,” Skjei said. “So we knew he was solid, and he 
obviously just came in and has been really good. So, it’s similar — if he 
can be like Shesty, obviously that’d be great.” 

Carolina’s front office certainly sees a bright future for Kochetkov — he 
was signed to a four-year, $8 million contract extension on Nov. 23, a 
deal that a month later already looks like an unreal bargain. 

His teammates are also all aboard the Kochetkov train. 

“He’s passionate and vibrant out there,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. 
“He has a lot of emotion.” 

That emotion has trickled to fans, who have started to yell “Kooch!” 
whenever the young goalie makes a stop, and it seems like regardless of 
the game — whether it’s his 37-save performance against the Devils or a 
16-save shutout against the Islanders this month — he is ready for what 
the league throws at him. 

“I think he’s just competitive,” Brind’Amour said. “I love it. I mean, he’s 
fiery, definitely passionate about what he’s doing.” 

And the language barrier — Kochetkov, who has a limited grasp of 
English, has spoken to the media twice over the past two seasons, with 
countryman Andrei Svechnikov serving as translator — means even the 
coach isn’t totally sure what’s going on in his rookie goalie’s head. 

“I have no idea,” Brind’Amour said when asked if the 2019 second-round 
pick is mature for his age. “His play is — he looks real calm in there. I 
don’t know if that’s just because he’s young and doesn’t know any better 
or if he’s calm, cool and collected. 

“I mean, I don’t know. It doesn’t really matter, right? Just stop the puck, 
and that’s what he’s been doing.” 

Kochetkov’s English has slowly improved. After the Devils win, he 
crashed Slavin’s postgame bench interview and offered a few words to 
the PNC Arena crowd. 

"Thank you fans!" 

Protect Pyotr at all costs@HannaRaeYates pic.twitter.com/71hAMcKJg1 

— Bally Sports: Canes (@CanesOnBally) December 21, 2022 

Chances are, we’ll be hearing a lot more from Kochetkov — both on the 
ice and, eventually, in the locker room. 

“He looks like he’s been around forever,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s very 
poised in there. And I guess that’s probably it. 

“It feels like he belongs.” 
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Minor league report: Penguins' losing streak reaches 3 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

 

Goaltender Dustin Tokarski made 27 saves on 30 shots for the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in a 3-1 road loss to the Belleville Senators at 
the CAA Arena in Belleville, Ont. on Wednesday. 

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton started goaltender Filip Lindberg, who left the 
contest after making three saves on three shots in the first 13:05 of 
action. Reasons for his departure were not immediately clear. 

Defenseman Xavier Ouellet scored the lone goal for the Penguins who 
have lost three consecutive games. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the Laval Rocket on 
Friday, 7 p.m. 
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How a single shift illustrated the overall game Penguins forward Rickard 
Rakell offers 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

 

Rickard Rakell was directly involved in the Pittsburgh Penguins claiming 
a 3-2 comeback win against the rival New York Rangers on Tuesday at 
PPG Paints Arena. 

A quick glance at the scoresheet would provide confirmation of that 
notion, as Rakell had a secondary assist on linemate Sidney Crosby’s 
winning goal at 8 minutes, 40 seconds of the third period. 
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From the neutral zone, Rakell made a slick one-touch pass that allowed 
forward Jake Guentzel to gain the offensive zone before eventually 
setting up Crosby’s score. 

In reality, Rakell might have won the game much earlier. Or at least 
began the victory. 

Trailing 1-0, Rakell took the ice at 13:20 of the second period and 
composed one of the more impressive individual shifts any member of 
the Penguins has offered this season. 

Off a puck battle, Rangers forward Filip Chytil successfully cleared a 
puck off his end boards but was sent into the wall, backside first, via an 
aggressive check by Rakell, eliciting a roar from what had been a mostly 
sedate venue to that point. 

A few moments later, Penguins rookie defenseman P.O Joseph made a 
quick retrieval of the puck near his own left corner and immediately 
swatted a pass up ice as the Rangers attempted a line change. 

Guentzel gained the offensive zone on the left wing, then fed a pass 
toward the crease. Rakell drove the slot and was held up by Rangers 
defenseman K’Andre Miller, tumbling to the ice and prompting referee 
Wes McCauley to raise his left arm, then cross it with his right, signaling 
an interference minor for Miller at the 13:23 mark. 

Only 41 seconds after that, the Penguins scored their first goal of the 
contest on the ensuing power-play opportunity. From the top of the left 
circle, Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin snapped a wrister to the far side 
for his 11th goal. On the sequence, Rakell provided a moving screen to 
obscure the vision of Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin. 

One shift. 

One minute, 4 seconds in length. 

One hit. 

One penalty drawn. 

One screen. 

And one badly needed course correction for the Penguins, who had been 
mostly sluggish until that juncture of the evening. 

“You need those momentum shifts,” Crosby said Wednesday in 
Cranberry. “Especially last night, we didn’t have a lot going. That was a 
big turning point in the game. That changed the whole game basically.” 

Rakell admitted the hit on Chytil was generated through some selfish 
motivation. Earlier in the period at 8:06, he absorbed a big hit from 
Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba. 

“I just think I saw an opportunity to throw a hit,” Rakell said. “I got rocked 
pretty hard before that. I just thought I needed to do something in this 
game. I’m just happy that we got the penalty and got the power play and 
managed to score a goal.” 

Rakell’s most prominent traits are his abilities to generate goals. He has 
reached the 20-goal mark four times in his career, including a career-best 
34 with the Anaheim Ducks in 2017-18. 

That offensive acumen largely overshadows what he can offer in other 
areas of the game such as being a physical force or a stout defender. 

“It’s hard to not notice his hands and his ability with the puck,” Crosby 
said. “But all those little things go into winning. They’re important parts of 
the game. He knows that. He takes those things seriously. You see a 
little thing like that — a couple of examples of that — changes the whole 
game.” 

Rakell is seemingly on his way to another 20-goal season — if not more 
— in 2022-23. In 32 games, he has 13 goals and nine assists while 
stationed on the top line as well as the top power-play unit. 

That production as well as the other contributions Rakell can offer are 
more prevalent this season compared to his brief stint with the Penguins 

last season after being acquired at the trade deadline in March. There’s 
also a greater level of familiarity with the franchise as well as life off the 
ice compared to when he joined the Penguins in the midst of the final 
stretch of the regular season. 

“System wise, (he knows) all the calls out there, faceoffs, whatever,” said 
defenseman Marcus Pettersson, a fellow Swede who is one of Rakell’s 
closest friends. “And just having his family out here, he’s getting 
comfortable. It shows.” 

It was especially vivid for 64 seconds on Tuesday. 

“I can still contribute to the team when the offense isn’t coming all the 
time,” Rakell said. “I’m just trying to help the team in any way that I can. 
That was a good time to change things up.” 
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Penguins forwards Josh Archibald, Ryan Poehling sidelined with injuries 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins fourth-line forwards and penalty killers Josh 
Archibald and Ryan Poehling have been labeled as “day-to-day” because 
of undisclosed injuries. 

Associate coach Todd Reirden announced each player’s status after 
Wednesday’s practice in Cranberry. 

Archibald missed Tuesday’s 3-2 home win against the New York 
Rangers after suffering an injury in the late stages of a 3-2 road loss to 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday. 

In 30 games this season, Archibald has six points (four goals, two 
assists) while averaging 10 minutes, 15 seconds of ice time, the second-
lowest figure on the active NHL roster. Despite that limited deployment, 
Archibald leads the Penguins in penalties drawn (14) and hits (109). 

Poehling, who was spotted leaving the team’s facility in Cranberry as 
practice began, did not record a shift for the final 10:20 of regulation in 
Tuesday’s contest. In 30 games this season, Poehling has eight points 
(four goals, four assists) while clocking 11:15 of average ice time per 
contest. 

Notes: 

The Penguins’ lines and pairs in practice were: 

59 Jake Guentzel – 87 Sidney Crosby – 67 Rickard Rakell 

16 Jason Zucker – 71 Evgeni Malkin – 17 Bryan Rust 

23 Brock McGinn – 77 Jeff Carter – 42 Kasperi Kapanen 

43 Danton Heinen – 53 Teddy Blueger – 10 Drew O’Connor 

28 Marcus Pettersson – 58 Kris Letang 

8 Brian Dumoulin – 44 Jan Rutta 

73 P.O Joseph – 2 Chad Ruhwedel 

The top power-play unit featured Crosby, Guentzel, Letang, Malkin and 
Rakell. The second unit was Carter, Heinen, Joseph, Kapanen and Rust. 
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Brian Dumoulin hilariously pays off breakaway bet by sporting old-school 
gear at practice 

 

Matt Vensel 

 

When the Penguins took the ice for practice Wednesday in Cranberry, it 
looked as if one player stepped out of a time machine that arrived from 
the 1980s. 

That was just Brian Dumoulin paying off a debt to his Pittsburgh 
teammates. 

Every month, Penguins players take part in a shootout contest after a 
practice. The last one to score receives a playful punishment, such as 
having to rock a mustache for a month or being forced to drive the 
equipment truck around for a bit. 

In the most recent edition, which took place on the last day of November, 
the loser agreed to wear random hockey gear picked out by the rest of 
the team. 

The last two Penguins players standing in that marathon shootout 
contest were a stay-at-home defender in Dumoulin and a 500-goal scorer 
in Sidney Crosby. After about a dozen misses, Crosby finally put a puck 
past one of the goalies. 

Sid vs. Dumo to determine who has to keep their Movember mustache 
intact… pic.twitter.com/GUfkaPLRnE 

— Matt Vensel (@mattvensel) November 30, 2022 

Wednesday was the day Dumoulin hilariously held up his end of the 
bargain. 

“He looked great — in a certain way, I guess,” Crosby said. “That’s 
something just to lighten the mood. It could have easily been me. I was in 
the finals with him. But he wore it well and it was fun to see him out there 
in all that equipment.” 

Dumoulin carefully stepped out onto the ice wearing a mishmash of old 
gear. He strapped on an outdated helmet with a half cage protecting his 
face, instead of a clear visor. He wore Cooper hockey pants and clunky 
Sher-Wood gloves that were more like oven mitts. Crosby handed him a 
short, wooden stick. 

The Penguins cheered when Dumoulin whipped a decent shot with that 
thing. 

Brian Dumoulin lost a breakaway contest a few weeks ago. He received 
his punishment at today’s practice. 

He has to skate around in random gear, including that tiny wooden stick 
and a half cage contraption on his helmet. pic.twitter.com/pCpQv7cqED 

— Matt Vensel (@mattvensel) December 21, 2022 

The defenseman wore all of that stuff, plus a bright red jersey, throughout 
the light practice. All things considered, he actually fared decently well 
out there. 

Dumoulin didn’t chat with reporters after the practice. But his teammates 
chuckled when asked about him rocking the old gear, saying he was a 
good sport. 

“Win or lose, we try to have fun in the locker room and just keep it light. 
Coaches seemed to have fun with it, too,” Jake Guentzel said. “It was 
kind of a fun thing. And it seemed like a perfect day — right before 
Christmas — to do it.” 

In serious hockey business, Ryan Poehling and Josh Archibald missed 
the practice with their respective injuries. The fourth-liners were labeled 
day to day. 
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Here's Why Penguins Are Scoring Power-Play Goals 

 

Dave Molinari 

 

There’s a pretty simple formula for scoring power-play goals, and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins know it well. 

They just didn’t follow it much until the past few weeks. 

And it showed in the results. 

Now, there’s nothing ground-breaking about the idea of sending pucks 
and bodies to the net — shots can create rebounds and chaos, and 
obscuring a goalie’s vision decreases the chances of him stopping any 
pucks headed his way — but the payoff for doing those things is hard to 
ignore. 

Fact is, clubs with a lot less talent than the Penguins that execute such a 
strategy routinely cash in on a higher percentage of their chances with 
the extra man than the Penguins did through the early portion of this 
season. 

“We just needed to get to the net-front a little more, especially on the 
power play,” Jake Guentzel said. “Just kind of get some pucks there. 
Hopefully, create some traffic. I don’t think we did that at the beginning of 
the year.” 

Definitely not, but that hasn’t been an issue lately. 

The Penguins’ power play enters their game against Carolina Thursday 
at 7:08 p.m. at PPG Paints Arena on a 13-for-35 roll over the past nine 
games, with at least one man-advantage goal in each of them. That’s 
after going 12-for-74 (16.2 percent) in their first 23 games. 

What, if anything, caused the Penguins to abandon the idea of trying to 
manufacture a highlight-caliber goal every time they got an extra man 
and embrace the tenets of a more basic, fundamentally sound approach 
isn’t known — perhaps they simply tired of underachieving, and losing 
points because of it — but there’s no question about the impact of 
adjusting their approach. 

You can start with their 8-1 record in those past nine games. 

“It started with just knowing what our plan is, knowing what we want to 
do,” Rickard Rakell said. “That’s attacking the net, putting pucks to the 
net. Not only looking for those backdoor tap-ins.” 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ 3-2 victory against the New York Rangers 
Tuesday illustrated the value of going to the net and, if necessary, 
hovering there. 

Evgeni Malkin scored their first goal after Rakell prevented goalie Igor 
Shesterkin from seeing Malkin’s shot from the top of the left circle and 
Bryan Rust got their second when he set up at the top of the crease and 
steered in a P.O Joseph shot. Both were scored during power plays. 

“It creates havoc, and you see the results of it,” Sidney Crosby said. “It 
doesn’t always work out that way, but it’s a good detail to make sure you 
have consistently. And we’ve gotten good results because of it.” 

That having an effective net-front presence can lead directly to 
significantly improved power-play stats isn’t a revelation for the Penguins, 
Patric Hornqvist handled that role for them for quite a few seasons, and 
going to the net with a purpose is part of the reason they converted six of 
23 power plays against the Rangers during a first-round playoff series in 
May. 
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“Last year against the Rangers … we were the top team in the league, in 
terms of screened attempts and making sure we were in the blue paint a 
lot,” said associate coach Todd Reirden, who oversees the power play. 

He acknowledged, though, that the Pittsburgh Penguins strayed from that 
approach for most of October and November, that “analytics numbers 
that showed we weren’t doing as much of that this year.” 

Reirden was quick to add that the power-play units “have really taken to” 
the idea of going to the net and sending pucks there as much as possible 
in recent weeks, and are being rewarded for it. 

“That’s something that’s allowed us to have our recent success,” he said. 
“It’s having people at the front of the net to provide a more difficult play 
for the goaltender to read and save, and also the aspect that our players 
are putting more pucks in play than they were earlier.” 

Of course, the power play is unlikely to maintain its torrid pace for the 
balance of the season. There will be stretches when good penalty-killing 
and goaltending or bad luck — or both — will prevent them from 
capitalizing on opportunities with the extra man. 

But the issue should not be a failure to understand how best to proceed 
when their opponent is shorthanded. Not when they’ve seen the value of 
sending pucks and people to the net. 

“We have a good plan when we go out there,” Rakell said. “We’re really 
trying to use the man-advantage. Wherever that is on the ice, we’re doing 
a good job right now.” 
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Penguins Practice: Dumoulin Stands Out; Injuries Update 

 

Dave Molinari 

 

CRANBERRY — Brian Dumoulin was easy to pick out during the 
Pittsburgh Penguins’ practice at UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex 
Wednesday. 

After all, he was the only one wearing a red jersey. 

It was not, however, a no-contact jersey. 

It was a no-goal one. 

Scoring goals, of course, never has been Dumoulin’s forte, and his 
inability to score during a shootout drill at the end of a recent practice led 
to him having to wear that sweater. He also had to use other equipment 
chosen by his teammates, including an undersized wooden stick he’d 
gotten from Sidney Crosby. 

“It was fun,” Crosby said, smiling. “I guess he looked great, in a certain 
way.” 

It’s the latest twist on a Pittsburgh Penguins tradition that began some 
years ago, with the player who fails to get a goal during that competition 
being compelled to serve post-practice drinks to his teammates, drive the 
equipment truck or grow a mustache that he had to keep until the next 
month’s competition. 

Crosby, by the way, pointed out that “that could have been me” in red 
today, because he was the other finalist with Dumoulin in that shootout 
drill. 

Injury update 

Forward Ryan Poehling, who suffered an unspecified upper-body injury 
during the Penguins’ 3-2 victory over the New York Rangers Tuesday, 

and Josh Archibald, who didn’t play against New York, are continuing to 
be evaluated, associate coach Todd Reirden said. 

He added that both are considered “day-to-day.” 

It is not known whether either will be in the lineup when Carolina visits 
PPG Paints Arena Thursday at 7:08 p.m. 

Well-rounded Rakell 

Rickard Rakell is best-known for his offensive ability, but he 
demonstrated how diverse his game actually is during the second period 
of the Rangers game when he played a leading role in getting the game 
turned in the Penguins’ favor. 

New York was up, 1-0, when Rakell delivered a big hit on Rangers center 
Filip Chytil and subsequently drew the penalty that led to the first of the 
Penguins’ two power-play goals, which he made possible by setting an 
excellent screen for Evgeni Malkin. 

“I think I saw an opportunity to throw a hit,” Rakell said. “I got rocked 
pretty hard before that, so I just felt like I needed to do something.” 

He obviously did. A lot. 

“You need those momentum shifts,” Crosby said. “Especially last night. 
We didn’t have a lot going. That was a big turning point in the game. That 
changed the whole game, basically.” 

Personnel combinations 

The Penguins stuck with the personnel groupings they used during their 
victory against New York, with the exception of Drew O’Connor filling in 
for Poehling at left wing on the fourth line, with Teddy Blueger and 
Danton Heinen. 

Here are the lines and defense pairings: 

Guentzel-Crosby-Rakell 

Zucker-Malkin-Rust 

McGinn-Carter-Kapanen 

O’Connor-Blueger-Heinen 

Pettersson-Letang 

Dumoulin-Rutta 

Joseph-Ruhwedel 

Extra: Friedman 
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'Like, Oh (Crap)': Crazy Metro Shocks Penguins Into Action 

 

Dave Molinari 

 

Don’t let anyone try to tell you that the Pittsburgh Penguins, Carolina 
Hurricanes or New York Rangers are unbeatable. 

It simply isn’t true. 

But if what you hear is that those teams only seem to lose when they’re 
playing each other, well, that isn’t much of a stretch. 

Consider that the Penguins’ 3-2 victory against the Rangers Tuesday 
night at PPG Paints Arena snapped New York’s seven-game winning 
streak. 
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Or that the Penguins’ 3-2 loss to the Hurricanes at PNC Arena two days 
earlier was their first defeat in eight games. 

Or that Carolina … well, uh, the Hurricanes have gone 12 games without 
losing in regulation, so maybe they actually are unbeatable. 

That notion should get a good test Thursday, when Carolina visits PPG 
Paints Arena at 7:08 p.m. 

And while the Penguins — who are third in the Metropolitan Division, two 
points behind suddenly plummeting New Jersey — are focused on 
moving up in the standings, they can’t afford to ignore a couple of 
revitalized clubs, the New York Islanders and Washington, that are 
hovering four points behind them. 

“We’re playing in a good division,” Mike Sullivan said. “There’s a lot of 
good teams, and everybody wins. That’s what it seems like, anyway.” 

Indeed, there are six teams bunched within eight points, and all but the 
Devils — who are in a 0-5-1 freefall after a stunningly strong start — 
collecting points on a regular basis. The exact order in the standings in 
which they are found changes almost daily, and the Penguins 
acknowledge they are keeping track of all that movement. 

“I’m watching it every day,” Kris Letang said. “That’s how tight it is. You 
see how we created a (negative) gap with that losing streak we had 
earlier this year and you’re like, ‘Oh (crap), we have to get going.’ You 
don’t want to dig yourself too deep (of a hole), because it’s too tough of a 
division, it’s too tough of a league, to come back.” 

The rematch with Carolina will be the Penguins’ third game in a stretch 
during which they will face Metro opponents in five of six. And while 
Marcus Pettersson noted the importance of games outside the division, 
he allowed that “Especially these games are big against divisional rivals.” 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have fared well in those through the first two-
plus months of the season, going 5-1-1, with the only blemishes on that 
record coming against Carolina. 

For the first 30 or so minutes against the Rangers, the Penguins 
appeared to be headed for another, but a big hit by Rickard Rakell on 
Rangers center Filip Chytil, a strong shift by Evgeni Malkin’s line and a 
pair of power-play goals less than 5 1/2 minutes apart altered the course 
of the game. 

“It’s a big thing for us to be able to turn a game like that around,” 
Pettersson said. “It’s not always that easy, in a game, to turn it around.” 

The importance of elevating their game the way the Pittsburgh Penguins 
did is difficult to overstate. Had they lost in regulation, as seemed likely 
for much of the evening, they would have been three points behind the 
Rangers instead of one ahead of them, and would hold a precarious two-
point lead over the Islanders and Capitals. 

“We have a tight division and every point matters, whether it’s now or 
whether it’s in March and April,” Tristan Jarry said. “These points all 
count, and it’s nice to get them early.” 

The next opportunity to get a couple more comes Thursday, and Sullivan 
suggested it is imperative that his team concentrate on the challenge 
immediately before it and not dwell on whatever big-picture implications 
the outcome will have. 

“We’re trying to establish ourselves, first and foremost, as a playoff team, 
and the best way to do that, from my experience, is you just stay in the 
moment,” he said. “You focus on that one game in front of you.” 

Even while keeping up with so much that is happening elsewhere. 
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Dan's Daily: Vancouver Rumors Tidal Wave, Penguins Chirping 

 

Dan Kingerski 

 

Some days, you can only shake your head at the amount of crazy news. 
It comes in bunches. There are GMs on the hot seat, the Canucks’ 
players know the tidal wave of NHL trade rumors begins next week, a 
linesman shoved Maple Leafs winger Michael Bunting, it’s a full-on 
dumpster fire in Philly, and the Pittsburgh Penguins waited almost two 
periods before they flipped the switch and beat the New York Rangers. 

Then with big smiles, the Penguins started chirping each other. Well, 
Jason Zucker dropped a little on his buddy Bryan Rust. 

I don’t recall a team that had more fun just busting on each other. Zucker 
even teased the Penguins’ PR for letting us media schmucks near him. 
He was in rare form — you can see the raw video, but on many nights it’s 
been a joy to cover this team. Someone will give you a headline quote or 
cut through the noise with an honest answer, or a goalie will give you a 
three-minute dissertation on the reverse VH and bouncy boards. 

**Just before publishing on Wednesday morning, the news broke that 
former Steelers running back, Hall of Famer, and Pittsburgh icon Franco 
Harris passed away at 72. 

On behalf of the Sports Now Group, I’d like to send our deepest 
condolences to the Harris Family and the many who will feel his loss. 

Pittsburgh Penguins / Steelers, Pirates (The Sports Now Group): 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: The Penguins beat the Rangers 3-2. Get the 
ever-entertaining, always scintillating, and just a little sexy Dave 
Molinari’s Penguins recap. 

Go inside the Penguins’ locker room. Rockstar Jason Zucker made sure 
to look Bryan Rust’s way as he delivered maybe the best chirp of the 
season. Fighting pillows? Check out the Pittsburgh Penguins locker 
room. 

PHN+: It was the worst of times, then it was the best of times. It was the 
period of darkness before the period of light. The Penguins found their 
stride and took it to the Rangers in the final 25 minutes. Get the Penguins 
chalkboard but also the honest Penguins player grades. 

NHL Trade Chatter, News & National Hockey Now: 

Sportsnet: Four potential destinations and trade proposals for Bo Horvat. 

TSN: The Canucks players know it’s coming. The tidal wave of NHL 
trade rumors is coming straight for them. 

Sportsnet: “No big deal.” A linesman shoved Maple Leafs forward 
Michael Bunting off the ice. That’s kind of funny but also a bit ridiculous. 

Montreal Hockey Now: It seems like a very good fit to me, but that’s up 
for debate. NHL trade rumors have linked Bo Horvat to the Montreal 
Canadiens. 

Boston Hockey Now: The Bruins are a team to keep an eye on. They’re 
old, like the Penguins. They had a historically good start, but bad things 
and cracks are creeping into the Boston Bruins game. 

Philly Hockey Now: He knows it’s coming. There’s no way around it. 
James van Riemsdyk knows his Flyers trade is imminent. 

Check it out — There is a TON of coverage at Philly Hockey Now of the 
emerging tire fire that is the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Washington Hockey Now: He’s out long-term, AGAIN. The Capitals are 
and have been feeling the loss of T.J. Oshie. 

Vegas: Three men enter, one man leaves. I also think one could be on 
the NHL trade block, too. There’s a goalie decision looming for the Vegas 
Golden Knights. 
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Sportsnet Edmonton: GM Ken Holland’s seat is getting hot. He’s got the 
preeminent superstar, but again the team is struggling for a playoff spot 
in the 10-ply soft Western Conference. 

And that is why I didn’t put Connor McDavid in my top three for mid-
season Hart candidates. I was skewered on some chat boards, but team 
success should be a top priority. 

Colorado Hockey Now: The hockey gods and injury bug have not made 
life easy for the defending Stanley Cup champs. However, Nathan 
MacKinnon is back on skates for the Colorado Avalanche. 
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'Drag Us Into the Fight,' Jason Zucker Full of Energy ... and Mouth (+) 

 

Dan Kingerski 

 

So, this is the Jason Zucker that former Pittsburgh Penguins GM Jim 
Rutherford chased for almost a year before finally getting the LW on Feb. 
10, 2020. Zucker brings energy, intense puck pressure, a bit of grit, now 
a fair amount of points, and apparently a lot of mouth, too. 

On Tuesday night, he stood barefoot in front of his locker stall. There was 
a shortage of Pittsburgh Penguins to chat with the media, and Zucker 
made a late appearance. Zucker had not yet stopped yapping, chirping, 
mocking, teasing, and trash-talking after the Penguins’ 3-2 win over 
intense rival the New York Rangers. 

Zucker began by poking fun at the Penguins’ PR staff for not protecting 
him from the media. 

He continued by chirping teammate Bryan Rust for attempting to charge 
at New York defenseman Ryan Lindgren. 
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As confident as ever, Flyers’ Morgan Frost working to prove he can be a 
consistent NHL threat 

 

Olivia Reiner 

 

For center Morgan Frost, gaining the upper hand over his opponent 
starts with his feet. 

In his final moments in the Flyers locker room before stepping onto the 
ice for a game, Frost reminds himself, move your feet. He repeats the 
same intention in his head on the bench between shifts. The 23-year-old 
has even told linemate, Owen Tippett, to call him out if he notices him 
coasting with the puck instead of pumping his legs. Whatever it takes to 
reverse the old habit. 

“I think it’s been a huge emphasis for me ever since I turned pro,” Frost 
told The Inquirer. “The thing is, when I’m out there, I feel like I’m moving 
my feet a lot. And then I watch the tape, and it’s like, I’m not. So I think 
it’s just a mindset when I’m out there to be constantly thinking about it.” 

While Frost used to watch film in junior as a top producer for the OHL’s 
Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds and fixate on a snipe or a “sick toe drag,” 
these days the fourth-year pro keys in on his positioning and play away 
from the puck. Those details become more important for any offensive-
minded player making the transition to the NHL. They’re all the more 

critical to master with Frost now on a one-year deal and the clock ticking 
on him to prove he’s the offensive dynamo the Flyers thought they had 
selected with the 27th pick in the 2017 draft. 

On Nov. 29, coach John Tortorella likened Frost’s inconsistent play to a 
toilet seat, swinging up and down — “I don’t take that personal,” Frost 
said. “And I think it was pretty funny.” Since then, Frost has registered 
seven points (three goals and four assists) in eight games, primarily 
playing on the top line alongside Tippett and veteran winger James van 
Riemsdyk, and the power play. 

More important to Frost than the points is his belief that he’s generating 
more offense in general, proving to himself that he belongs at the NHL 
level. 

“I feel as confident as I have playing pro right now,” Frost said. 

Becoming a multi-faceted threat 

As the former coach of the OHL’s Windsor Spitfires from 2015-2017, 
Flyers assistant coach Rocky Thompson recalled Frost as a “very high-
skilled,” driver of offense for the Greyhounds. Frost racked up 310 points 
(106 goals, 204 assists) in 257 career games, and posted 100-plus 
points in each of his final two seasons. 

In junior, Thompson said that Frost could stop moving his feet and still 
make plays. But at the NHL level, when a playmaker stops moving his 
feet, everyone on the ice knows what his next move is going to be. Frost 
ran into that issue as he sought to translate his skills with the Flyers. 

“As soon as he gets kind of on the rails, the passing options and all those 
things, they close up, and it makes it more predictable for the defensive 
players on the other team to just intercept those plays,” Thompson said. 

For Frost to reach the next level in his game, he needs to become a 
shooting threat, a driving threat, and a distributing threat in the 
dangerous areas of the ice. Frost admires those abilities in teammate 
Travis Konecny, who utilizes his speed to open up the offense, but has 
been laboring to get to that level himself. 

Both in his first professional season in 2020 and last season, Frost 
fluctuated between the Flyers and the Lehigh Valley Phantoms, 
struggling to carve out a full-time role in the NHL and never averaging 
more than 0.35 points per game. Sandwiched between was a lost 2021 
campaign in terms of development, as Frost played just two NHL games 
and underwent season-ending shoulder surgery. 

This season, Frost requires waivers if the Flyers want to send him down, 
so they’ve stayed patient with him as they work with him to advance in 
the details of his game. In film sessions, in practice, and on the bench 
mid-game, Thompson and the coaching staff encourage Frost to be first 
to pucks and to attack the middle of the ice, then make a play, all while 
leveraging his skating abilities. Frost is starting to improve in those areas, 
according to Thompson. 

“What he needs to do is have confidence in himself to continue to drive 
and to take his game to another level,” Thompson said. “And compete. 
Really, it’s competing. Competing with the puck. People think competing 
is just without the puck, no, it’s with the puck. If you’re not moving your 
feet, if you’re staying on the outside, you’re not competing when the 
pucks on your stick, you’re not a threat. 

“You might make a mistake. That’s okay. Make mistakes all the time. But 
you’ll learn from those, you’ll get better, and you’ll be more of a threat.” 

‘I definitely feel like I belong here’ 

Undoubtedly, Frost has made his fair share of mistakes this season. But 
Frost reflects on those mistakes as “learning on the fly,” teaching 
moments that reinforce what works and what doesn’t against NHL 
players. 

“I’m out there, and then I try to do something, and then I get the puck 
stripped from me,” Frost said. “Or I see something in video and it’s like, 
‘Oh ...’ You know? I should probably clean that up.” 
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In recent weeks, Frost has shown that some of those lessons are sinking 
in. He registered a career-high four points (one goal, three assists) 
against the Arizona Coyotes on Dec. 11. 

But beyond the points in the boxscore are the ways that Frost is creating 
offense — attacking the net on his goal, forcing a neutral-zone turnover 
on the forecheck to spring the 2-on-1 that led to van Riemsdyk’s goal, 
putting a spin move on a defender in the sequence that led to Tippett’s 
tally, and winning a puck battle off a face-off to set up Konecny for a late 
tying goal. 

Tortorella noted afterward that Frost is an effective player when he 
moves his legs and he “allows” himself to play his game. Frost 
acknowledged that at times when he lacks confidence, he’s been guilty of 
not making a play and hurriedly getting rid of the puck. Recently, thanks 
to his growing confidence, he’s played with the puck on his stick and 
trusted his offensive instincts while operating within the structure 
established by Tortorella. 

“I wouldn’t say I was ever nervous, but like a little bit when you’re a 
young guy, you know?” Frost said. “And I was kind of up and down 
between the minors. Maybe sometimes you grip the stick a little tighter. 
So I think just like my mental approach to the game, I definitely feel like I 
belong here, I can make a difference, and I think that changes everything 
when you’re going out on the ice.” 

With goals against the Blue Jackets and Rangers in his last two games, 
Frost has scored in consecutive games for the first time this season. On 
both goals, he beat the goalie clean from the circle with a wrist shot, fruits 
of the trust he’s established within himself. 

For now, the toilet seat is situated in whichever position is considered the 
positive one. When Tortorella breaks down Frost’s recent tape, he sees 
that Frost is more involved in battling for pucks and being in right the 
areas to battle for pucks in the first place. As a result, his line has had the 
puck more, culminating in a dominant possession performance against 
the Blue Jackets on Tuesday when the trio put up 24 shot attempts to 
their opponents’ six (80%), according to Natural Stat Trick. 

“You can tell what kind of a different player he is when he’s playing with 
confidence and moving his feet like that,” Tippett said. “I’m really happy 
for the production he’s put up and the success he’s starting to have now. 
I know it can get frustrating when you’re working hard and you don’t get 
those points, but really happy for him the last couple games.” 

In 31 games this season, Frost has scored six goals, breaking his career 
high of five set last year in 55 games. He still has plenty more to prove as 
he works to achieve consistency in his game, and Tortorella isn’t ready to 
make the final assessment of his young forward. 

But as long as Frost’s feet are moving when the puck is on his stick, 
they’re pointed in the right direction. 
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Amid the season of giving, Flyers kick off new charitable initiative to 
serve local communities 

 

Giana Han 

 

When winger Travis Konecny heard about the Flyers’ new initiative that 
pairs every player with a local charitable cause, he knew he wanted to 
support those battling cancer. 

The cause is very personal after he watched his close friend and former 
Flyers teammate Oskar Lindblom’s fight with Ewing sarcoma, a rare type 
of bone cancer. He and his teammates supported Lindblom from the day 
he received his diagnosis to the day he rang the bell, which signified the 

completion of his radiation treatments. Lindblom now is in his first season 
with the San Jose Sharks. 

“It kind of went hand-in-hand with that and how I can specify something 
that revolved around Oskar,” Konecny said. 

In early December, Konecny worked with the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
to help fulfill 9-year-old Zachary Wertz’s dream of being a Flyer. Wertz 
had been scheduled to skate with the team, but the pandemic stalled 
those plans. He has since had a liver transplant. 

“That was awesome,” Konecny said. “He’s such a good kid. … It was 
cool seeing him on the bench at the game the next day. It was an 
awesome experience for him and for me.” 

What Are Your COVID Treatment Options? 

Moving forward, Konecny will act as one of the team’s advocates for 
cancer outreach and awareness and will work with the Abramson Cancer 
Center as a part of the Flyers Against Prostate Cancer initiative. The 
other advocate is defenseman Travis Sanheim, which “didn’t surprise 
[Konecny] at all” to hear. 

Unlike Konecny, Sanheim did not give the team a specific cause he 
wanted to be paired with. The team’s NHL Players Association 
representative knew other guys on the team were passionate about 
being paired with certain organizations, so he told Flyers Charities that 
he would be happy to help fulfill whatever needs were left over. 

“I wanted to help out as much as I could,” Sanheim said. “I think just 
because [Konecny and I] hang out so much, it’s pretty easy to put us 
together. We have fun with it.” 

While Sanheim didn’t pick cancer awareness for himself, it’s no less 
personal. He, too, supported Lindblom through his fight and said that 
makes this all mean even more. 

Newcomer Nicolas Deslauriers also went into the meeting about the 
pairings without a specific idea in mind. But when he found the All Things 
Are Possible Foundation, it felt like the right fit. His work will be supported 
by a $72,000 grant from Flyers Charities. 

Deslauriers, a father of four, said the first thing he told the foundation 
team is that he’s a big family guy and is interested in anything involved 
with kids. The ATAP Foundation emphasizes empowering youth through 
academics, athletics, awareness, and arts. The bruising winger said he’ll 
look to help the community in other ways as well, but he just wanted to 
get involved with his new community as fast as possible. He’s excited 
about the opportunities with ATAP, especially with the holidays coming. 

“Anything you can do to help those kids that are in need in any way,” 
Deslauriers said. “Especially when Christmas is around, I think every 
time you give them a toy or just have a nice dinner with family, kids bring 
light into our lives.” 

Winger Joel Farabee also went into his meeting saying he wanted to do 
anything with kids. He was paired with Leveling the Playing Field and 
went to help sort donations at its warehouse Monday. What really struck 
him was the amount of equipment donated not just for hockey but for 
every sport. 

Many of the veteran Flyers were already involved in the community and 
are using the new initiative, which was spearheaded by Valerie Camillo, 
the president and CEO of Spectacor Sports and Entertainment, to 
become even more involved with the causes they’re passionate about. 
James van Riemsdyk and Scott Laughton, for example, had initiated a 
new program where they hosted members of the LGBTQ+ community at 
home games. They were already team representatives and allies with the 
LGBTQ+ community and have since increased the number of games 
they will host their guests. 

Laughton will also continue his work with cancer awareness, and van 
Riemsdyk will continue to advocate for autism awareness. Van Riemsdyk 
and his wife have been big proponents of autism awareness in every 
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community they’ve lived in, and they were involved in the creation of the 
Wells Fargo Center’s sensory room. 

Kevin Hayes supports the community in a number of ways, including 
through the foundation his family started in honor of his brother, but one 
of the passions he’s embraced within the Philadelphia community is his 
support of the military and first responders. Defenseman Tony DeAngelo, 
a new Flyer but a player who grew up locally, has also been involved with 
the cause. Together, they helped host 20 active service members at 
practice, and they each continue to support the community through their 
own initiatives. 

Below is a list of all the Flyers and the causes they have been paired 
with: 

Player 

Cause(s) 

Organizations involved with 

Wade Allison 

General community outreach 

Flyers community visits (ex: hospital visits) 

Cam Atkinson 

Military / first responders 

Flyers Warriors / Force Network Fund 

Justin Braun 

Cancer 

Cancer outreach and awareness initiatives 

Patrick Brown 

Youth hockey / Grow the game 

Learn to Play Program 

 

Noah Cates 

Youth hockey / Grow the game 

Learn to Play Program 

 

Sean Couturier 

Youth hockey / Grow the game 

Ed Snider Youth Hockey and Education 

Tony DeAngelo 

Youth hockey / Grow the game, military 

Military initiatives, Flyers Quebec Peewee team 

 

Nicolas Deslauriers 

Sustainability 

All Things are Possible 

Joel Farabee 

Grow the game 

Leveling the Playing Field 

Morgan Frost 

Youth hockey / Grow the game 

PlayWorks 

Carter Hart 

Youth hockey / Grow the game 

Flyers Recess / Philadelphia Blind Hockey 

Kevin Hayes 

Military / first responders 

Vet tix / Philadelphia Fire Dept./ South Jersey Police Dept. / Hayes’ 
Heroes 

Travis Konecny 

Cancer 

Abramson Cancer Center / Flyers Against Prostate Cancer 

Tanner Laczynski 

Cancer 

Philadelphia Ronald McDonald House 

Scott Laughton 

Cancer, pride 

Philadelphia Ronald McDonald House / LGBTQ+ initiatives 

Zack MacEwen 

General community outreach 

Flyers community visits 

Ivan Provorov 

Animal welfare 

PSPCA / Philly Paws 

Rasmus Ristolainen 

Animal welfare 

PSPCA / Philly Paws 

Felix Sandström 

Grow the game 

Learn to Play program 

 

Travis Sanheim 

Cancer 

Abramson Cancer Center / Flyers Against Prostate Cancer 

Nick Seeler 

General community outreach 

Flyers community visits 

Owen Tippett 

Youth hockey / Grow the game 

PlayWorks 

James van Riemsdyk 

Pride, Autism awareness 

LGBTQ+ initiatives, Autism awareness (sensory room) 
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Egor Zamula 

General community outreach 

Flyers community visits 

John Tortorella 

Animal welfare, education 

PSPCA / Philly Paws / John & Christine Tortorella Family Foundation 

Philadelphia Inquirer / Daily News LOADED: 12.22.2022 

1208090 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

NHL tweaks Flyers’ schedule because of impending storm in Buffalo 

 

Giana Han 

 

The Flyers’ game on March 4 in Buffalo against the Sabres has been 
moved up to Jan. 9 (7 p.m.) at KeyBank Center after a bit of schedule 
shuffling by the NHL. 

The league had to adjust the schedule because the Sabres’ Friday home 
game against the Tampa Bay Lightning was postponed to March 4 due to 
an impending snowstorm. The Tampa Bay-Buffalo game will replace the 
Flyers game on the Sabres schedule. 

The Jan. 9 game against the Sabres will be played the day after the 
Flyers host the Toronto Maple Leafs. The Flyers had 12 days at home in 
between their holiday West Coast trip and the next road game, a Jan. 14 
game in Washington. Now that home stretch will be broken up. 

The Flyers’ January schedule will feature seven home games and seven 
away games. Meanwhile, March, which was already a light travel 
schedule, will feature four away games across two road trips. It will also 
give the Flyers three non-game days in a row, the longest break the 
Flyers have during that month. 

The rescheduled game will mark the first time the Flyers face the Sabres 
since the preseason. Their other meetings will be Flyers home games on 
March 17 and April 1. 
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Tortorella, Konecny know the importance of opportunity for Flyers' 
youngsters 

 

Jordan Hall 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — Just a day before the NHL holiday break in 2017-
18, Travis Konecny walked into the visiting locker room of Nationwide 
Arena and saw his name next to Claude Giroux and Sean Couturier. 

He lit up at the sight of opportunity. 

"I remember from there, I played the rest of the season with that line and 
that was kind of where I found my confidence," Konecny said 
Wednesday. 

In his second NHL season, the 20-year-old Konecny had 10 points (four 
goals, six assists) through 35 games. Once he joined Giroux and 
Couturier that night against John Tortorella's Blue Jackets, he went on to 

record 37 points (20 goals, 17 assists) and a plus-19 rating over his final 
46 games. 

In this transitional 2022-23 season, there has been opportunity aplenty 
for a slew of young players in the organization. The Flyers want to see 
what they have in their youth as they try to decipher who's a part of the 
future. Tortorella, in his first year as head coach of the Flyers, is giving 
his young pieces a chance to play in big situations. 

The Flyers hope they're starting to see the rewards of that. Morgan Frost 
and Owen Tippett are two 23-year-old forwards getting their first crack at 
full-time NHL duty. Recently playing on the first line alongside a proven 
veteran in James van Riemsdyk, Frost and Tippett have produced.  

Frost has seven points (three goals, four assists) and a plus-2 rating over 
the Flyers' last eight games, while Tippett owns six points (four goals, two 
assists) and a plus-5 mark. Seven of the eight games have come on a 
line with van Riemsdyk, who returned two weeks ago from a fractured 
finger. 

"When you get the opportunity like that, it's amazing how far it goes for a 
young player," Konecny said. "You can just see their confidence, it's just 
growing and growing. 

"I can't speak enough to how much it means when you get a little 
confidence as a young player, you start to show a little bit of what you 
can bring to the game rather than overthinking every play." 

The Flyers have seen other positive developments from their youth. 
Noah Cates, 23, was excellent in the team's 2-1 win Thursday over the 
Devils and is playing 18-plus minutes per game. He's now centering the 
25-year-old Konecny and the 22-year-old Joel Farabee. 

Cam York, arguably the organization's top defensive prospect, has 
played his push-the-envelope style. The 21-year-old has four points (one 
goal, three assists) and a plus-5 mark in six games since being called up 
from AHL affiliate Lehigh Valley. He collected two of those assists 
Tuesday in the Flyers' 5-3 win over the Blue Jackets. 

Before the start of the season, York was sent down to the Phantoms. 
Tortorella challenged him to want to make a difference with his puck-
moving skill set. 

"I feel like I have some freedom, for sure," York said Wednesday. "I 
definitely don't have a long leash with Torts, but I know that. I've got to be 
responsible to a degree, but at the same time, I can play my game, do 
what I do at the blue line and stuff like that in the offensive zone." 

Tortorella is OK with mistakes as long as they're aggressive mistakes. 
That seems to suit York's game well? 

"It suits it to a tee," York said. "That's nice for me. I don't have any 
second thoughts, I'm not questioning what I'm doing out there. I think 
that's the biggest thing." 

The glimpses of the youth are just glimpses. The 11-15-7 Flyers will look 
for it to be sustained in longer stretches. But giving the young pieces the 
opportunity to learn through failure and success is the start. 

"That's how the process works," Tortorella said Wednesday. "There are 
some encouraging things as far as some of the spots they have been put 
in. I try to temper myself because I think there are potholes, too. You 
think some of them have got it figured out but then you realize when you 
play a set of games, they really haven't." 

The Flyers have said they need to improve their talent level. They also 
need to see what their talent in-house can do. 

"I think we have to get better with skill. I do. I'm not talking out of turn 
here, I'm not trying to be the general manager, but we have to get more 
skill here," Tortorella said. "Where those guys fall as we continue to build 
— it's not building the next couple of months, this is going to be a couple 
of years, where the skill comes into play. That's where it falls into place. 
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"Has Frosty done enough and does he continue to grow over the next 
year or throughout this year to where we feel that's a big part of our skill 
level? Or do we need to look elsewhere? 

"This is all ever-fluid as we're going through here. I'm happy for Frosty 
because I think he's finding some more consistency. But I still don't know 
what the answer is there with him as far as where he falls; we still have to 
wait that out." 
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Young Flyers stars’ ‘small victories’ could outweigh importance of draft 
lottery win 

 

Charlie O'Connor 

 

PHILADELPHIA — The Philadelphia Flyers woke up on Tuesday 
morning having lost 17 of their last 20 games, and holding the sixth-worst 
record in the NHL. 

So with the Columbus Blue Jackets next up on their slate, Flyers fans 
desperate for their club to better position itself for Connor Bedard or one 
of the other potential young stars waiting to be plucked at the top of the 
2023 draft would be forgiven if the thought crossed their mind that, 
perhaps, the organization would benefit from letting the Jackets — with 
the third-worst record — gain a couple standings points on them and 
bump those draft lottery odds just a little bit higher. 

It makes sense, even if it runs counter to every natural inclination of a 
fan. It’s a future-focused approach, the type of “short-term pain for long-
term gain” mentality that the organization as a whole would be well-
served to adopt. And those fans likely came away frustrated when the 
Flyers took down Columbus 5-3, putting even more distance between the 
division rivals in the Bedard sweepstakes. 

Those fans, however, would be advised to take a second look. After all, 
as the Edmonton Oilers have proven over the last half-decade and 
change, even a generational talent at the top of the lineup can only go so 
far if the rest of the roster is deficient. A Bedard or Adam Fantilli will need 
help. The Flyers will need to identify and develop enough quality young 
players in the here and now to have some sort of foundation — 
otherwise, even a draft lottery win won’t be enough to put the Flyers back 
on top of the hockey world. 

And on Tuesday, it was the 25-and-under crew that shone brightest. 

“Yeah, I mean, we have a young team and we’re relying on some pretty 
important young players,” Kevin Hayes noted after the victory. “Tonight, 
they were great.” 

Hayes wasn’t kidding. Travis Konecny (25) scored two goals, both of the 
highlight-reel variety. Owen Tippett (23) potted two tallies of his own. 
Morgan Frost (23) scored as well, looking as consistently impactful as he 
has all season long. Cam York (21) added two assists. These are players 
that need to take steps forward for the Flyers, not because any are 
looking like either present or future superstars, but because the Flyers 
need to start somewhere in terms of building a deep, dangerous roster. 

TravHIM Konecny.  #CBJvsPHI | #FueledByPhilly 
pic.twitter.com/qEansW9h9t 

— Philadelphia Flyers (@NHLFlyers) December 21, 2022 

“There have been some good things going on as far as development, as 
far as individual players, and also our team concept,” coach John 
Tortorella noted. “You got to hang your hat on somewhere, or you’ll lose 
your mind.” 

There was quite a lot of hat-hanging possible on this night. 

Take Konecny, for instance. He entered the 2022-23 season fresh off two 
severely disappointing campaigns, to the point where his apparent 
breakout 2019-20 campaign was looking more and more like a fluke, a 
one-year mirage. And given his inconsistencies away from the puck, 
there was no guarantee that he would click with Tortorella, making this 
something of a “make-or-break” year for a player once viewed as a core 
piece for the organization. 

And it’s not like Konecny doesn’t still frustrate Tortorella at times. But 
he’s also deploying him in all situations — including the penalty kill — 
and Konecny is rewarding that trust, in the form of 14 goals so far and a 
42.5-goal pace over an 82-game slate. The result? Tortorella’s vision of 
the Flyers’ future very much includes a resurgent Konecny in it. 

“When we get to being a team that is competing in big games, playoffs 
and all that, when we get there as a team, hopefully at that time, he’ll 
lead the way as far as situational play,” Tortorella noted on Tuesday 
night. “He’s still a pretty young man in this game. I’m hoping he leads the 
way as far as understanding some of those things when you’re in those 
key type of situations.” 

That wasn’t the case a year ago. 

Nor was Tippett even on the Flyers’ radar in December of 2021, when he 
was struggling to find his place in a loaded Florida Panthers organization. 
Shipped to Philadelphia in the Claude Giroux trade, Tippett showed 
flashes of usefulness at the end of 2021-22, but couldn’t seem to 
capitalize on the deluge of chances he was creating. The finishing ability 
emerged to start 2022-23, but then Tippett went cold in November, going 
goal-less in six straight games and raising viable concerns that his fast 
start was merely fool’s gold. 

If Tuesday’s two-goal performance said anything, it’s that Tippett is 
starting to find his way again. 

“He’s climbing out of it,” Tortorella noted before the puck even dropped 
on Tuesday. “You notice him more, his skating. I just felt he was trying to 
make more of a difference. And I don’t think that’s a physical skill, that’s a 
mental skill. I think we’re going to go through some ups and downs with 
him until he gets that totally consistent.” 

Is Tippett’s ceiling that of a top-line game-changing winger? Probably 
not. But right now, he’s scoring at a 30-goal pace over a full season while 
pacing for about 200 shots on goal. The Flyers would certainly take that 
from a middle-of-the-lineup forward. 

But Tippett wasn’t doing it alone on Tuesday. He had help from veteran 
winger James van Riemsdyk, and especially 23-year-old center Morgan 
Frost. 

Frost may have only scored one goal. But shift after shift, Frost was 
noticeable, even when he wasn’t scoring. He was attacking the offensive 
zone, dangling around defenders and making decisive passes to 
teammates in dangerous areas of the ice. For the second time in four 
games, he looked like the player the Flyers believed they were drafting in 
the late first round back in 2017. 

“I watch him tonight, I see him carry the puck more instead of just getting 
rid of it,” Tortorella observed. “I think the big part of his game is carrying 
the puck, bringing people to him, so he can make plays. For a big part of 
this season, he was just getting rid of the puck. I think he feels more 
confident.” 

It’s showing up in the numbers — Frost now has scored in two straight, 
and has six points in his last five games. So what’s changed? Skeptics 
might argue that he’s just racking up points against weak competition — 
four versus the Coyotes and now another against the Blue Jackets. But 
production is production, especially in a make-or-break year for the 
young forward. 

“This is a big time for his career. He has a chance to show, or not show,” 
Tortorella said. “He’s going to get the opportunity throughout the rest of 
this year and I think he’s trying to seize it here.” 
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Frost admitted after the game that early in the season, he may have let 
that factor negatively affect his play. Not anymore, however. 

“To be honest with you, I think maybe I was thinking a little bit too much 
about that at the start of the year,” he acknowledged when told of 
Tortorella’s postgame comments. “Now I’m kind of just trying to play, and 
play my game. And to be honest with you, just not stressing too much 
about anything, and just having fun, because I think that’s when I play my 
best, when I’ve got a smile on my face and I’m having some fun out 
there.” 

And you know what isn’t fun? Losing. 

“Yeah, as hard as it’s been to eat all the losses — for coaches, it’s hard 
— they’re the ones that play. I can imagine how they feel,” Tortorella 
said. 

Which is why the occasional win — particularly when it’s fueled by the 
kind of youth that the Flyers so desperately need to assert themselves — 
can go a long way toward having a positive impact on the future. It can 
mean that Konecny is back scoring like it’s 2019. That Tippett wasn’t just 
a flash-in-the-pan early in a lost season. That Frost — just maybe, at 
long last — might be figuring out how to take all of those impressive 
moves he showcases in practice and use them to actually score at the 
NHL level. That York proves he’s more than NHL-ready. That Hart can 
come through with big saves late in games rather than wilting under the 
pressure. 

“We’re trying (to earn) little ‘small victories’ as far as where we’re coming 
as individuals,” Tortorella said. 

And those small victories just might be enough to outweigh the 
importance of finishing with slightly better lottery odds a few months 
down the line. 

Assorted observations 

• Kevin Hayes made his return to the Flyers’ lineup after his one-game 
scratch, playing on a line with Scott Laughton and Zack MacEwen. 
Hayes’ impact on the game was relatively minimal, however, during his 
14:25 minutes of ice time. He avoided any ugly turnovers or glaring 
defensive mistakes, but the Flyers did again struggle to control play at 
even strength with Hayes on the ice (34.41 percent expected goals 
share), a recurring problem this season. 

• Tortorella was asked after the game for his thoughts on Hayes’ play, 
and the head coach declined to answer, expressing his frustration with 
the media’s portrayal of the relationship between the two. “I’m not giving 
an update on Hayesy’s game,” he said. “I’m not going to have the Kevin 
Hayes update. You guys are trying to pit him against me and me against 
him, which is so ludicrous. So I’m not giving you any update on Kevin 
Hayes.” 

• Konecny’s short-handed goal was the first of his NHL career. Tortorella 
expressed surprise after the game that Konecny had never really been 
tried in that situation for an extended period of time before this season, 
and Konecny himself said that he very much enjoys his newfound PK 
responsibilities. “Honestly, I feel like it helps me get engaged in games,” 
he said. “I just feel the PK is one of those things where you’ve got to get 
your feet moving, you got to be playing the right way in the right position. 
So it gets me engaged a lot of times.” 

• Wade Allison made his return to action on Tuesday, after missing over 
a month with a hip injury, among other issues in that area of the body. 
“Ally, straight ahead, had some good bangs,” Tortorella said when asked 
for his initial evaluation of Allison’s play. “I think he probably played 10 
minutes, I can give a better assessment when I watch the tape.” 

• Rasmus Ristolainen didn’t have one of his better games, as it was his 
failed keep-in at the blue line that led to the two-on-one that ended with 
Kent Johnson’s tally. Also, both he and Ivan Provorov let Kirill Marchenko 
go unchecked in front of the net on Columbus’ first goal, allowing for 
Marchenko to easily redirect a fluttering point shot past Hart. 

• Tortorella and assistant coach (in charge of the defense) Brad Shaw 
seemed to have noticed the struggles of the Provorov-Ristolainen pair. It 
was the duo of Travis Sanheim (24:24 minutes) and Tony DeAngelo 
(25:34) that served as the de facto top pair in this one, with Provorov 
down at 19:17 minutes on the night and Ristolainen finishing with 17:33. 

• Ristolainen wasn’t the only defenseman in this game who was made to 
look bad, however. Vladislav Gavrikov of the Blue Jackets didn’t have a 
night to remember, either. He straight-up tackled Laughton in the second 
period for one of the most obvious penalties seen all year, and then was 
dangled by Konecny on his second goal of the night. 

• Speaking of Laughton, give him credit for making up for getting dangled 
himself by Johnny Gaudreau in the first period, on a rush that ultimately 
led to a Ristolainen penalty. Laughton proceeded to force the turnover on 
the ensuing power play that sent Konecny down the ice for his short-
handed goal. 

• One youngster who was surprisingly quiet on this great night for the 25-
and-under group? Noah Cates. He finished with unusually poor 
advanced metrics (15.98 percent xG share) and just looked a tick behind 
the play all game. 
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Blackhawks’ lead proves short-lived in loss to Predators 

 

By  Ben Pope     

 

The Predators rallied to beat the Blackhawks 4-2 on Wednesday. 

Veteran defenseman Connor Murphy summed up the Blackhawks’ 
season in three simple words Wednesday: “Winning is hard.’’ 

Is it ever. The Hawks’ 4-2 loss to the Predators was their 16th in the last 
17 games, a stretch of consistent ineptitude so long it’s almost 
impressive. 

“If we have a couple of good shifts and feel like we’re getting rolling, 
we’re not staying disciplined enough to keep that going for a duration of 
time,” Murphy said. 

In the Hawks’ video session Tuesday, coach Luke Richardson brought 
back some old clips from the Hawks’ first wins of the season: games 
against the Sharks and Kraken in October. The clips had teaching 
purposes, but they also were meant to remind the team of a time when 
things were going well. 

For a brief moment against the Predators, that throwback looked like it 
might’ve done the trick. Murphy and MacKenzie Entwistle scored fluky 
goals 37 seconds apart in the second period to give the Hawks’ their first 
lead since Dec. 3 in New York.  

But the Predators tied the game with five seconds left in the second 
period, reclaimed the lead 87 seconds into the third and controlled the 
rest of the night. 

“We were in a position that we haven’t been in in a bit,” Richardson said. 
“We needed to be ready to battle a little harder. We won a lot of stick 
battles and physical battles behind the nets and around the blue lines in 
the first two periods. Then it wasn’t there in the third. That was the 
biggest problem.” 

Tyler Johnson returned to the lineup and skated on the first line with 
Patrick Kane and Max Domi. They produced tons of chances but no 
results.  
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Defenseman Jake McCabe missed most of the game after taking a high 
stick but should be able to play Friday against the Blue Jackets, 
Richardson said. 

Maybe Stalock 

Goaltender Alex Stalock, activated off injured reserve this week, backed 
up Petr Mrazek and might start Friday. 

It would be his first start since Nov. 1, when a collision with Islanders 
forward Casey Cizikas caused his concussion. His absence dragging on 
so long has been surprising to everyone. 

“I thought it was going to be five days, to be honest,” Stalock said. “That’s 
just your mind, how it works. I thought, ‘[In] a week, I’ll be right back.’ But, 
unfortunately, that wasn’t the case.” 

Setbacks were a problem throughout the recovery process, even though 
it was only the first known concussion of his career. 

“It’s hard to describe until you go through it,” Stalock said. “You come to 
the rink feeling good in the morning. [Then] you go home, and you’ll just 
be sitting on the couch, and it hits you, whether it’s dizziness or 
lightheadedness and symptoms like that.” 

Classic Foley 

Beloved former Hawks play-by-play broadcaster Pat Foley has laid low 
since retiring at the end of last season. 

But he’ll resurface Jan. 2 to call the Winter Classic, in which the Bruins 
will host the Penguins at Fenway Park, on the radio for Sports USA. 

And another familiar face — Nick Olczyk, son of Eddie — will provide the 
color commentary alongside him. 

Home whites 

Old-school fans have had three opportunities already this season to 
enjoy home teams wearing white sweaters. 

The Bruins and Stars donned white when hosting the Hawks in 
November. And on Wednesday, the Hawks showed off their white 
sweaters to the United Center crowd of 15,239 while the Predators wore 
yellow and blue. 
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Kevin Lankinen returns to Chicago amid strong start with Predators: ‘This 
is my path’ 

 

By  Ben Pope     

 

Anyone who enjoyed a fancy night out Tuesday at Momotaro, a 
Japanese restaurant in Fulton Market, would’ve seen a group of athletic 
Finns occupying one large table. 

The ringleader and tour guide would’ve looked strangely like former 
Blackhawks goaltender Kevin Lankinen. 

And, in fact, it was him. Lankinen, now with the Predators, returned to 
Chicago on Tuesday — for the first time since the Hawks let him walk as 
a free agent in July — and beelined to his favorite dinner spot. 

Even though he spent only two years with the Hawks, his return felt 
meaningful. 

“I went through some emotions,” he said. “I have some great memories 
from here. My first win, first shutout, first game. Such great people here, 
too. I’ll forever be thankful to the organization for giving me the 
opportunity to fulfill my childhood dream.” 

As has been the case in most Predators games this season, Lankinen 
didn’t play Wednesday against the Hawks, instead backing up Juuse 
Saros. 

That’s just how it works in Nashville. Saros is not only one of the NHL’s 
best goalies but also one of its most indefatigable. In an era in which 
equal-split goaltending tandems are becoming increasingly common, he 
still handles a 1970s-esque workload. His 67 starts last season led the 
NHL. 

But it takes a certain type of goalie to function well as a backup to such a 
dominant starter, and Lankinen has proved to be the correct type. 

“Kevin has been excellent,” Predators coach John Hynes said. “What I’ve 
been most impressed about him is his attitude and the way that he 
works. In between games that he doesn’t get his starts, he prepares 
himself so when he’s ready to get in, he can play well.” 

Lankinen’s ridiculously friendly, easygoing personality was a real part of 
why the Predators took the risk on him after his disappointing 2021-22 
season with the Hawks (in which he went 8-15-6 with an .891 save 
percentage). They correctly figured he’d fit into their locker room 
seamlessly. 

Lankinen’s on-ice performance also has rewarded them. He’s 3-4-0 with 
a .925 save percentage, which tied for sixth in the league entering 
Wednesday. He has looked much more like the version of himself that 
emerged out of nowhere as arguably the Hawks’ 2021 season MVP 
(when he went 17-14-5 with a .909 save percentage). 

Predators goalie coach Ben Vanderklok has worked with him on lateral 
movement and reading plays. 

“It’s just a different mindset,” Lankinen said. “Instead of locking in on the 
shooter, you always have to see all the options. Guys are so good these 
days at making lateral plays and faking the goalie, then throwing it across 
and stuff like that. So it’s not only the goalie against the shooter; it’s the 
goalie against five other guys.” 

The Hawks’ decision not to  re-sign the 27-year-old last summer after 
investing so much in his development — and briefly seeing that 
investment pay off — was curious, and it remains so. 

Beating the Predators’ one-year, $1.5 million offer wouldn’t have been 
difficult. Replacements Petr Mrazek and Alex Stalock were much older 
and appeared more injury-prone from the start, and, predictably, their 
various injury absences have exposed the Hawks’ lack of goalie depth 
beyond Arvid Soderblom. 

That’s all water under the bridge to Lankinen now, though. He and his 
fiancée have settled into their new house in Nashville, and he has 
embraced the second chapter of his NHL career. 

“It has always been my goal to be a starting guy, be an elite guy in this 
league,” he said. “Everybody has their own path, and this is my path. I’m 
trusting my own process here. I’m working hard on a daily basis. And I 
have a good coach by my side. Whatever the future brings, I’ll be ready.’’ 
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The snowball keeps rolling as Blackhawks lose 4-2 to Nashville 

 

John Dietz 

 

What should a coaching staff do when a team is struggling as badly as 
the Blackhawks? 
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The days of kicking lockers and going into a tirade are basically over, but 
it's not unheard of to see a gut-busting practice followed by an energy-
sapping bag skate. 

Jeremy Colliton tried this tactic after the Hawks started 0-5-1 last season. 

"We'll see if we get the desired response," Colliton said. 

They did not -- and Colliton was fired less than two weeks later. 

New coach Luke Richardson could have gone this route at some point 
over the past few weeks -- and especially after an embarrassing 7-1 loss 
to the Rangers at the United Center on Sunday. 

Richardson instead took a more compassionate route, sitting the players 
down and showing them ego-boosting video clips from earlier in the 
season. 

"There are times during the year, and even times early last game, where 
we executed things," Richardson said. "But right now we're not able to 
consistently do it for a whole game. We have to make sure if one play 
doesn't execute ... (and) one play bounces against us, then we have to 
lock it down and not make it two or three." 

Said Jonathan Toews on Sunday: "It keeps snowballing in the wrong 
direction for us and we're mentally having a difficult time recovering." 

by signing up you agree to our terms of service 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Because of that, the Hawks hadn't led AT ANY POINT during the last 
seven games heading into their Wednesday tilt with Nashville at the UC. 
That streak finally ended at 456 minutes, 40 seconds, when the Hawks 
got second-period goals from Connor Murphy (3) and Mackenzie 
Entwistle (2) to erase a 1-0 deficit. The tallies came 37 seconds apart. 

But the "snowball effect" reared its ugly head again for the Hawks as the 
Predators (14-13-4) scored 3 unanswered goals en route to a 4-2 victory. 
The Hawks (7-20-4) have been outscored 35-9 during this eight-game 
losing streak. 

Nashville tied things up when Mattias Ekholm won a board battle with 
Philipp Kurashev and then zipped a pass to a charging Matt Duchene, 
who buried his ninth goal with just five seconds remaining in the second 
period. 

Roman Josi (7) and Thomas Novak (1) scored in the first 6-plus minutes 
of the third period to give Nashville a 4-2 lead. Josi assisted on Novak's 
goal to become the Predators' all-time leading scorer with 567 career 
points. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

As for Richardson taking it easy on his guys, let's not forget that he has 
one big luxury that Colliton did not: time. Colliton was under immense 
pressure to win with a roster that included the newly signed Seth Jones 
and Marc-Andre Fleury, as well as forwards Alex DeBrincat, Dominik 
Kubalik, Brandon Hagel, Kirby Dach, Dylan Strome and the returning 
Jonathan Toews. 

Frankly, that wretched start called for a tough response. Sadly -- for 
Colliton anyway -- nothing changed. 

These stripped-down Hawks might be the worst team in the NHL, but 
Richardson is nonetheless tasked with coaching up each and every 
player. 

The key is for everyone to know their job -- and that's been a big problem 
for quite a while. 

"(We're) not on the same page when it comes to 'D' pinching or forwards 
reloading," Jones said after the loss to the Rangers. "Half the time we're 
good at it; half the time it's a Grade A (chance) against. It's hard to play 
that way." 

Sure is. 

The Hawks did a decent job Wednesday, but there were still far too many 
high-danger chances for the Predators (15). Only some terrific saves by 
Petr Mrázek -- including one early in the third period where the puck 
lodged between his pad and his skate, then got kicked out -- kept things 
close. 

Mrázek finished with 33 saves. 
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Kane's production is down, but he hasn't lost a step 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Going into Wednesday, Patrick Kane ranked tied for 121st in the NHL 
this season with 22 points. His production is down, and it's very weird to 
see. But it's most certainly not because he's lost a step. 

I watched Kane closely on Wednesday in a 4-2 loss to the Nashville 
Predators and it was legitimately one of his best games of the season. 
He was generating chances all night, and yet he had absolutely nothing 
to show for it with zero points. 

That's been a microcosm of the season for Kane, and you could see his 
frustration after the game when he smashed his stick over the bench. He 
deserved at least three or four points, and the video backs it up. 

Towards the end of the first period, Kane set up Max Domi with a perfect 
pass in the slot but Domi's shot went off Predators goaltender Juuse 
Saros' shoulder, then off his mask and out. I'm not sure how the puck 
took that kind of bounce, but it should've been a goal: 

Patrick Kane should have way more points than he does this season. 
Heâ ™s still generating chances. #Blackhawks 
pic.twitter.com/94uCY7btBh— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis) 
December 22, 2022 

Early in the second period, Kane nearly connected with Domi again. His 
no-look backhand pass from behind the goal line went right to Domi, who 
did the best he could to get off a shot off-balance but it went wide: 

Patrick Kane nearly connects with Max Domi again. #Blackhawks 
pic.twitter.com/XJWzy8BEuy— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis) 
December 22, 2022 

Later in the period, Kane teed up Domi with a one-timer on the power 
play but he whiffed on the shot. The same thing happened with Andreas 
Athanasiou that came from a more low-danger area but his stick 
snapped. 

Just before the Blackhawks scored two goals in 37 seconds, Kane rang 
one off the pipe that he thought was in. He was the one who started the 
play from his own end, too. 

Patrick Kane hit the post before Chicago scored twice in 37 seconds. 
He's been creating tonight but doesn't have anything to show for it yet. 
#Blackhawks pic.twitter.com/jgIkgNCKq8— Charlie Roumeliotis 
(@CRoumeliotis) December 22, 2022 

One of Kane's best chances of the night came early in the third period 
when Domi fed him a beautiful pass but Saros made a terrific stop. Kane 
scores on this nine out of 10 times. 

Patrick Kane should have like 3-4 points tonight. So close to scoring 
twice on the same shift. #Blackhawks pic.twitter.com/JJIuRdIHvl— 
Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis) December 22, 2022 
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In the final minutes of the game with the extra attacker on, Kane found 
Athanasiou with a ridiculous pass but the puck flubbed off Athanasiou's 
stick. If it didn't, it would've been a tap-in goal for Athanasiou. 

Patrick Kane finds Andreas Athanasiou for an open net but the puck 
pops over his stick. #Blackhawks pic.twitter.com/Hfqy1UFlUV— Charlie 
Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis) December 22, 2022 

And finally, perhaps a perfect encapsulation of how the night went for 
Kane, he was robbed by Saros in the dying seconds of the game with a 
desperation glove save. It was his ninth shot of the night, which is a new 
season-high. You can see Kane pick up the blade he snapped over the 
bench at the end of the clip below: 

Patrick Kane nearly scored in the final seconds of the game. Again, he 
did everything but appear on the scoresheet tonight. 

At the end of this clip, you can see him pick up the blade of the stick he 
smashed over the bench. #Blackhawks pic.twitter.com/3F7kpoovVB— 
Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis) December 22, 2022 

Kane's expected goals this season before Wednesday, according to 
Money Puck: 8.2. His actual goals? 4. I wouldn't be surprised if his 
expected goals rose to 9 after Wednesday's game. He's snakebitten right 
now, and it might only be a matter of time before he goes on a little 
heater for a course correction. 

So yeah, if you think Kane's production isn't where it normally is because 
he's lost a step, you're sadly mistaken. 

"I’m sure he’s frustrated," Blackhawks head coach Luke Richardson said. 
"He’s used to winning and having success just personally. He’s frustrated 
and everybody feels for him. 

"But you know what, he’s pretty positive and vocal on the bench the next 
shift and talking to his linemates. Give him credit that he’s not showing 
that it’s a distraction for everybody else. He’s pissed that he’s not 
executing but he’s still generating chances. Until that doesn’t happen, I 
think there’s still always hope for the player, the team, and we have to 
make sure we support him just as we expect him to kind of lead us." 
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10 observations: Hawks lose to Predators, drop 8th straight 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks dropped their eighth straight game after falling to the 
Nashville Predators 4-2 at the United Center on Wednesday. 

Here are 10 observations from the loss: 

1. After giving up the first goal for the 26th time in 31 games this season, 
the Blackhawks scored two goals in 37 seconds towards the end of the 
second period and held a lead for the first time since Dec. 3, a span of 
456:40 minutes. But it lasted 3:15 after Nashville tied things up at 2-2. A 
short-lived lead. 

2. Jake McCabe took a stick to the face in the first period and 
immediately went to the locker room. The stick rode up and hit him in the 
eye. He did not return after needing a few stitches and eye drops, but 
he's expected to be fine. Chicago's defensemen can't catch a break. 
Jarred Tinordi had surgery on Monday to fix some facial fractures after 
taking a puck to the face, less than two weeks after taking a skate to the 
chin area that required 50-100 stitches. 

Jake McCabe takes a stick to the face, inside his visor and goes straight 
to the locker room. 

Man, the defensemen are cursed right now. #Blackhawks 
pic.twitter.com/6DoA79RJoU— Charlie Roumeliotis (@CRoumeliotis) 
December 22, 2022 

3. The Blackhawks had a four-minute power play after McCabe left the 
game but they didn't do much with it and finished 0-for-4 on the night. 
They need the power play to get going again. It got better as the game 
went along but not enough. 

4. On the other side of special teams, the Blackhawks were on the 
penalty kill only twice but the Predators scored six seconds into the first 
one to make it a 4-2 score in the third period. The Blackhawks have 
given up a power-play goal in seven straight games. Both departments 
are struggling right now. 

5. Patrick Kane should've had at least three or four points in this game. 
He was generating chances all night and did everything but get on the 
scoresheet. He snapped his stick over the bench after the game after 
being robbed of a goal in the final seconds of the game. 

6. Petr Mrazek had a solid game. It's going to be hard for Chicago's 
goaltenders to have save percentages this season that reflect good 
performances. 

7. The Blackhawks allowed 15 high-danger chances at 5-on-5, per 
Natural Stat Trick. It was tied for their third-highest total of the season. 

8. Head coach Luke Richardson said he wants to see Ian Mitchell shoot 
the puck more, especially on the power play. He followed through with 
that advice. Mitchell recorded four shot attempts, two of which were on 
goal. Baby steps. 

9. Isaak Phillips made his season debut and was on the second pairing 
with Connor Murphy. He looked confident. He was on the ice for the first 
goal against, but that was a poor line change by the forwards, not a 
defensemen issue. Phillips was credited with five hits, which tied Murphy 
for the team lead. The upside is evident with him. 

10. The Blackhawks wore their white jerseys at home for the first time 
since Oct. 26, 2009. The NHL should permanently bring back the home 
whites. I like seeing the opposing team's colored jerseys come through 
the United Center. When Toronto comes to town, I want to see the blue. 
When it's Dallas, I want to see green. When it's Nashville, yellow. When 
it's Washington, red. Who's with me? 
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Lankinen grateful for Hawks, hopes to become future starter 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Kevin Lankinen returned to the United Center on Wednesday for the first 
time since signing with Nashville over the summer, and he immediately 
smiled when asked what it's like to be back in Chicago. 

"I went through some emotions yesterday," Lankinen said. "I have some 
great memories from here. My first win, first shutout, first game. Such 
great people here, too. I'll forever be thankful for the organization for 
giving me the opportunity to fulfill my childhood dream. It's fun to be back 
and seeing all the familiar faces." 

Lankinen isn't expected to start against his former team, but he is having 
a strong season for the Predators. He has three wins in seven starts, but 
his .925 save percentage is among the league's best and he has saved 
4.9 goals saved above expected, per Money Puck, which is pretty 
ridiculous for a goaltender with only eight appearances. 

Lankinen said he tweaked a few things since leaving the Blackhawks, 
which has helped him take his game to the next level. 
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"We added a couple things with how you move and how, when there's an 
attack, you read plays and move on your mobility to make sure you don't 
lock down on shooters," Lankinen said. "Always have the mobility to 
move if there's a lateral pass or a rebound. A couple other tweaks, as 
well, but not going to tell about it." 

Lankinen's best performance of the season came on Dec. 2 in a 4-1 win 
over the New York Islanders. He stopped a career-high 48 of 49 shots 
and saved 3.02 goals saved above expected, according to Natural Stat 
Trick. 

"Kevin's been excellent," Predators head coach John Hynes said. "It's 
one of the reasons we looked at him in the offseason. We feel like we 
have a really good guy in [Juuse] Saros and he takes a brunt of the work, 
but Kevin's a young guy, he's got a tremendous work ethic. He and Juice 
get along really, really well. He's had some great starts for us. 

"For Kevin, in the situations when he's not playing, just what he brings to 
the team, he battles so hard in practice, he works hard, he's got a great 
attitude and he's really prepared himself for when he's had to start. He's 
had some really good starts for us." 

Even though he's serving as a backup right now to Saros, Lankinen still 
has high goals for himself in the NHL. He's hoping he can play well 
enough on his one-year, $1.5 million contract with Nashville to earn a 
potential starter's job down the road. 

"As a goalie, it's always been my goal to be a starting guy, be an elite 
guy in this league," Lankinen said. "Everybody has their own path and 
this is my path. I'm trusting my own process here, I'm working hard on a 
daily basis and I have a good coach by my side here to help me get to 
my next level. Whatever the future brings, I'll be ready." 

Whether or not he ever gets there remains to be seen, but Lankinen will 
always hold a special place in his heart for the Blackhawks, who gave 
him his first opportunity in the pros. 

"It means the world to me," Lankinen said. "Like I said, I'll forever be 
thankful, because it has been my childhood dream to play in the NHL. 
And being able to do it here was super special. I haven't been back since 
last year, so it was pretty emotional and I can't wait to see guys on the 
ice and hear the anthem again. It's fun." 
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Lazerus: Blackhawks fans, it could be worse — you could be Nashville 

 

By Mark Lazerus 

 

CHICAGO — Whenever Patrick Kane’s career ends, you’re more likely to 
find him at the school pickup line than in an NHL front office. At least, for 
a little while. 

“Maybe something in the front office when it’s all said and done, but it’d 
be fun to focus on being a dad,” Kane said. “If my kid’s doing something, 
if he’s playing something, or if we had another kid, it’d be nice to go 
wherever they’re going, enjoy time with them a little bit. Give (partner) 
Amanda a little break. She’s been like a single mom here for the past 
couple of years.” 

An admirable sentiment, to be sure. But it’s hard to imagine Kane staying 
away forever. Kane has “future general manager” written all over him. His 
seemingly bottomless knowledge of the league, his knack for scouting 
other players, his understanding of what kind of players separate good 
teams from great teams, and his almost freakish retention of every play 
in every game make him a natural in a league where it’s customary for 
former players to become future GMs. 

So surely he has to see that, despite half as many wins as Nashville and 
being 14 points further out of the playoff picture than the Predators are 
after they handed Chicago its eighth straight loss Wednesday night, 4-2, 
the Blackhawks are in a far more favorable position than the team that 
beat them. Neither team is anywhere near being a contender, or even a 
playoff-caliber squad. But Chicago GM Kyle Davidson has all but wiped 
the slate clean. Nashville GM David Poile has all but guaranteed years of 
mediocrity by locking in a mediocre core. 

Filip Forsberg is signed through 2030. Roman Josi is signed through 
2028. Matt Duchene, Mattias Ekholm and Ryan McDonagh are signed 
through 2026. Ryan Johansen and Mikael Granlund are signed through 
2025. All at premium prices, too. For years, the Predators will be exactly 
what they’ve already been for years — kinda OK. Competitive. Fine. Too 
good to get a top draft pick, not good enough to accomplish anything 
other than an occasional first-round exit (achieved largely on the strength 
of Juuse Saros’ brilliance in net). Everything the Blackhawks have been 
the last frustrating handful of seasons. Everything they’re trying to avoid. 

Davidson’s Blackhawks only have Seth Jones and Connor Murphy 
signed long term, and have four first-round picks in the next two drafts — 
with as many as three more possibly coming at the trade deadline. Plus, 
four second-round picks and four third-round picks. And a real shot at 
Connor Bedard or Adam Fantilli next summer. And all the cap space in 
the world. 

From a team-building standpoint, it’s all but inarguable that the 
Blackhawks are better set up for future contention than the Predators. 

Right? 

“Yeah, I don’t really know,” Kane said. “You can think of the game the 
way you think it, but I feel like it’s always beneficial to put your best team 
on the ice and try to win, right? Obviously, we traded away or didn’t sign 
some pieces that maybe could have helped us this year. And that’s the 
way it is, and that’s the way it goes, and so we’re in the situation we’re 
in.” 

Clearly, he’s no GM just yet. As a player, losing is miserable, and 
intolerable. Davidson trading away Alex DeBrincat, Brandon Hagel and 
Kirby Dach, and letting Dylan Strome and Dominik Kubalik walk, are 
almost unforgivable to a player. But as this dreadful slog of a season 
continues, Davidson’s plan looks more and more sound, even if the very 
idea of tanking remains as cynical and detestable as ever. 

Because honestly, would you really prefer to be a Predators fan right 
now? Doomed to the periphery of the playoff picture for years to come? 

“I guess if you’re a fan, or if you’re someone from the outside looking in, 
you can maybe see the advantages of having prospects and draft picks 
and high picks, and being able to build that way,” Kane said with a shrug. 
“But a lot has to go right, you know? You have to have good, young core 
players and you have to have prospects that are coming up, and you also 
have to hit on those draft picks, too. We were in a good situation back in 
the day, where this team had a lot of pieces with (Brent) Seabrook and 
(Duncan) Keith and (Patrick) Sharp. You draft a couple guys at the top of 
the draft and then you find some free agents and you’re there. But it 
doesn’t happen overnight.” 

Kane wasn’t done. 

“And you have to hit on some of those later picks, too, right?” he 
continued. “Even Tampa, they have a lot of guys that weren’t super-high 
picks, right? (Nikita) Kucherov was a second-rounder, and (Brayden) 
Point was a third-rounder.” 

He’s right, of course. He almost always is when it comes to this stuff. The 
Blackhawks, like the Lightning after them, caught, well, lightning in a 
bottle. Keith was a second-rounder, as were Dave Bolland, Corey 
Crawford and Brandon Saad. Niklas Hjalmarsson was a fourth-rounder. 
Andrew Shaw and Marcus Kruger were fifth-rounders. Without those long 
shots panning out, Jonathan Toews and Kane aren’t nearly enough to 
make the Blackhawks true contenders, or maybe even to lure top free 
agents such as Brian Campbell and Marian Hossa. The amount of skill — 
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and luck — it takes to build a team like that is almost unfathomable. And 
it feels almost unrepeatable. 

And yet, at least the Blackhawks have that chance. The possibility exists. 
For Nashville? It really doesn’t. The Predators are not one player away 
from greatness. Free agency won’t get them there, and they won’t have 
the draft capital to expedite the process much, either. 

Yes, Nashville is far better than Chicago is right now. It’s not even close. 
So it’s understandable as a player why Kane would love to see the 
franchises trade places. But when he’s up in that GM’s box some day in 
the distant future (and here’s betting he will be), he’ll see the whole 
picture. And the fact is, as awful as things are in Chicago right now, the 
Blackhawks are in the more enviable position. In this case, the unknown 
is more appealing than the known. 

Quick thoughts 

• Kane might not love the Blackhawks’ situation, but the team’s prospects 
see the rebuild as a huge opportunity. If this were a Stanley Cup 
contender, Isaak Phillips probably isn’t making his season debut 
Wednesday night. 

“If they’re a first-place team, no matter how good you’re playing in the 
minors, sometimes there’s just no spot,” he said. “They announced 
they’re in a rebuild, and they’re projecting like three, four, five years. For 
a defenseman like me, I’m happy with that. I think they’re going to give 
young guys shots, and I have one right now. Hopefully I can make the 
best of it,” 

• Phillips has been focusing on the IceHogs’ successful season so far, 
but he’s always kept an eye on what the Blackhawks are doing. Nearly all 
the IceHogs do. 

“We’re watching the games, for sure,” he said. “We’re obviously keeping 
a close eye. Seeing their tendencies and stuff like that. If we’re hanging 
out and getting dinner, or making dinner, we’ll go over to someone’s 
house and watch the game and talk about it. It’s not always on your 
mind, but it’s in the back of your mind.” 

Watching the Blackhawks has allowed Phillips to keep tabs on the team’s 
defensemen. So he was ready to step in as Murphy’s partner 
Wednesday night with Jarred Tinordi out with a facial fracture. And when 
Jake McCabe took a high stick in the first period and left the game, 
Phillips was able to adapt as the rotation changed. 

• Only seven goalies in the league have a higher save percentage than 
Predators backup Kevin Lankinen’s .925. The former Blackhawks 
netminder is stuck behind one of the league’s best in Saros, but he’s 
making the most of his opportunities. 

“He gets along really well with (Saros),” Predators coach John Hynes 
said. “What I’ve been most impressed with him is his attitude, and the 
way that he works in between games (when) he doesn’t get his starts. He 
prepares himself so when he gets in, he’s ready to play well.” 

•  Tinordi is out indefinitely after taking a slap shot to the face, shortly 
after needing some 75 stitches after taking a skate to the face. Given the 
speed of the game and the ease with which players elevate the puck with 
composite sticks, full-face shields might seem like the way to go. Luke 
Richardson said it’s a “personal choice,” at least for now. 

Richardson once broke his jaw and had it wired shut a few days before 
Christmas on a similar shot to the one Tinordi took. Later in the year, 
while defending, the puck ran up his stick and caught him in the face 
again. 

“I wasn’t totally recovered, nerve-wise,” he said. “I was still numb, so it 
didn’t hurt as bad as the first time.” 

Hockey, man. 
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Why Blackhawks prospect Isaak Phillips is the poster boy for Chicago’s 
development model 

 

By Scott Powers 

 

CHICAGO — Isaak Phillips felt so overwhelmed on his first day with the 
Rockford IceHogs nearly two years ago. 

Phillips was supposed to be playing another season with the Sudbury 
Wolves in the OHL, but the COVID-19 pandemic changed those plans. 
Instead, he joined the IceHogs as a 19-year-old defenseman. When he 
arrived at IceHogs’ camp in January of 2021, there was a lot to do on and 
off the ice, and it didn’t help he hadn’t skated in some time. It’s easy to 
understand why he felt like his head was spinning. 

“I was kind of running around, doing the physicals,” Phillips recalled on 
Tuesday after being recalled to the NHL. “I think I got on the ice late the 
first practice. I’m like, ‘Oh, my God.’ I hadn’t skated in two months. It’s 
been a long road, but it’s been real fun.” 

Phillips is the poster boy for Blackhawks’ player development in a lot of 
ways because of that long road. His situation was unique due to the 
pandemic and how quickly he was promoted to Rockford after being 
drafted in the fifth round in October of 2020, but also how he’s been 
brought along and how he’s developed over that time is what the 
organization would like to see for all its prospects. Blackhawks general 
manager Kyle Davidson has been preaching patience in player 
development, and Phillips is an example of what can go right when a 
player is given that time. 

Phillips’ development has been a process. He arrived at the Blackhawks 
with some tools, especially his skating ability, but he wasn’t some sure-
thing prospect. Most fifth-rounders aren’t. From the start, Phillips and the 
Blackhawks knew his development would take time and there would be 
some rocky patches. 

If you go back and watch Phillips in his early games with the IceHogs in 
2021, he was fast and energetic, but there wasn’t much purpose to 
anything he did. He was just flying around. For example, this was his first 
shift of his second game: 

Phillips laughed when this play was mentioned. If you put him in that 
same situation now, he would undoubtedly play it much differently. 

“I was definitely really raw, and I still think I’m a really raw player,” said 
Phillips, who is 6-foot-3 and 194 pounds. “But going in every day, there’s 
just so many … everyone is here to help you in this organization. So I 
just go in every day, working hard, trying to learn something new, and I 
feel like it’s been huge for me just being in this organization coming to 
work every day.” 

Phillips has spent a lot of time with Mark Eaton, Anders Sorensen, Brian 
Campbell and others in the Blackhawks hockey operations staff over the 
last few years. Phillips will often text Campbell and get his thoughts on 
what he’s doing on the ice. Phillips mentioned recently going over video 
with skills coach Brian Keane and breaking down his game. 

Through that feedback and then reps, Phillips has figured a lot out of 
things over the last two-plus seasons. He played 27 games for the 
IceHogs that first season. He played in 64 more AHL games last season 
and got his four games in the NHL, too. He’s played another 25 games in 
Rockford this season before being called up. He now has 100-plus 
games as a pro under his belt. 

Here are some plays from this season. The difference is noticeable. 

“Definitely learning how to play like a pro defenseman,” Phillips said of 
the experience he’s gained the last few years. “Not over-handling the 
puck, you don’t have to work as hard as maybe you think you have to, 
just running around anywhere. Just being confident, composed. Like in 
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front of the net, maybe holding a little bit longer, just letting the play come 
to you. Yeah, just feeling composed, being a pro-NHL defenseman.” 

And Phillips isn’t a finished work. He’s gotten stronger, but he still needs 
to play more physical. It’s something Blackhawks coach Luke Richardson 
mentioned. Phillips has improved his puck play, but there’s still some 
ways to go. He’s starting to understand that sometimes the best play is 
safe play. His overall game has become more consistent, but it probably 
isn’t consistent enough yet to be an everyday NHL defenseman. 

That said, Phillips has emerged as someone who could be part of the 
Blackhawks’ future defense. If he continues to make those same strides 
in the next few seasons, he should be in that mix. Phillips and 
defenseman prospect Alex Vlasic have separated themselves from the 
pack in Rockford as of now. They’re the two defensemen Sorensen relies 
on the most. 

“They’ve both been very impressive on both ends of the ice, to be 
honest,” Sorensen recently said of Vlasic and Phillips. “Obviously, 
Phillips has been able to put some points up offensively. A lot of it is 
because he’s defending so well. He’s been using his athletic abilities to 
close in on guys. He’s killing plays defensively quick. Same with Vlasic, 
with that size, I’m very impressed with his mobility for such a big guy, and 
he’s got a great stick. And both of them are hard to get around because 
their sticks are really good. They cover a lot of ice and they’ve been fun 
to watch. … I think the sky’s the limit for both of them.” 

Phillips’ numbers are impressive. He has three goals and 14 assists in 25 
games. He leads the AHL with a plus-17 rating. But aside from the 
numbers, he’s shown growth in his game. He came into the season 
knowing he had to improve in some areas. 

“I think the biggest thing for me was breakouts, going back for pucks, just 
like not over-handling,” Phillips said. 

Coincidentally, Richardson noticed Phillips on his breakouts during 
practice on Tuesday. 

“Just having a look at him today, he looks excited,” Richardson said. “We 
were working on breakouts, Ds moving the puck quicker today and he 
looked real comfortable with that and ready to go. So he’ll be in the 
lineup (Wednesday) and anxious to see him have a good start up here, 
with me here. I haven’t seen him play, so it’ll be his start up here.” 

Phillips is ready to get going, too. He isn’t satisfied with where he’s at as 
a player, but he can see how far he’s come from that first practice in 
Rockford. 

“I think I’m trending the right way,” Phillips said. “Ever since the first day 
in Rockford, whenever that was two years ago, I’m really happy. I think I 
wouldn’t want it any other way.” 
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Greenberg: Justin Fields aside, 2022 was a Chicago sports disaster, 
even by our low standards 

 

By Jon Greenberg 

 

On Jan. 10, 2022, the Bears fired Matt Nagy and general manager Ryan 
Pace, setting into motion the third regime change at Halas Hall in nine 
years. 

Four days later, Lonzo Ball left a game against the Warriors late in the 
third quarter. He hasn’t played since. 

The year got off to a bad start — well, except, I guess, for the Nagy and 
Pace firings — and it didn’t get much better. 

On that Sunday, the Bears lost for the 11th time in 14 games, the Bulls 
gave up 150 points to the Timberwolves and the Blackhawks lost 7-1. It’s 
been that kind of year. 

For the five longest-running professional teams in town, the ones that 
power us through summers at the ballpark, fall Sundays on the lake and 
long, deflating winters on the West Side, 2022 was a resounding flop, a 
year we’d like to forget. 

How bad is it? 

Well, the Bears, Blackhawks, Bulls, Cubs and White Sox are a combined 
218-283 (.435) from Jan. 1 through the Bulls’ win in Miami on Dec. 20. 
The Bears, Blackhawks and Bulls had lost a combined 18 consecutive 
games before the Bulls ended their four-game losing streak amid some 
internal drama. The Bears haven’t won since Oct. 24 and they’re the feel-
good team in town. 

Zach LaVine reiterated his max contract hasn’t weighed on him, and he 
responds to @TheAthletic report that he’s been disconnected from 
the Bulls. 

“If I had something to say about the team, it would come from my mouth,” 
LaVine said. pic.twitter.com/TgDYAGAxCw 

— Darnell Mayberry (@DarnellMayberry) December 21, 2022 

We know lousy in Chicago and 2022 exceeded even our low 
expectations. The year in sports was a morose march from beginning to 
end. 

Of those five aforementioned teams, only the Bulls made the playoffs in 
2022, but that appearance was earned thanks to the more successful 
2021 portion of their schedule. The defending WNBA champions, the 
Chicago Sky, were the best team in the East this year but ultimately fell 
in five games to the Connecticut Sun in the semifinals. 

The Sky, an afterthought for most of their short existence, have matured 
into the most competent team in town and have a growing following to 
show for it. If only Chicago’s other teams could be more like them. 

None of those men’s teams had a winning record in the calendar year 
2022, with only the White Sox enjoying a non-losing one. Well, enjoying 
is probably the wrong word. The Sox suffered perhaps as much as any 
team because they had hope. Summer on the South Side was as much 
fun as shoveling snow with a fork. 

How bad was it, in the context of what a sporting year is usually like in 
Chicago? Well, I crunched the numbers and this was the worst year in 
Chicago sports, in terms of winning percentage and dearth of winning 
teams, since 1999. You remember that year, right? Cade McNown was 
the Bears’ first-round pick, Sammy Sosa was still hitting dingers for a 
lousy Cubs team, the Sox were a year away from surprising baseball and 
the Blackhawks traded fan favorite Chris Chelios to Detroit in March and 
the next December Bob Pulford took over coaching duties. Last and 
definitely least, the Bulls went a combined 15-62 (!) in parts of two 
seasons. 

That year, the five major teams went 192-282-15 for a .408 winning 
percentage. 

In 2002, the five teams finished 215-275-11 for a .440 winning 
percentage. More recently, 2019’s total winning percentage (.456, 228-
272) is also close to 2022. The Bulls and Sox combined to go 97-144 that 
calendar year, while the other three teams went 131-128. 

All of this is a long-winded way to let you know that, yes, this year has 
sucked. 

Which team had the worst year? Probably the one that didn’t have a 
losing record. Here is a powerless ranking of 2022, going from worst to 
best with year-long records in parenthesis. 

1. White Sox (81-81): After a return to the playoffs — the real playoffs, 
not the 2020 version — the White Sox didn’t exactly barrel into the new 
year with a lot of momentum. The season was a resounding dud almost 
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from the very beginning. The Sox won six of their first eight games before 
dropping eight in a row. Their last day in first place was on April 20. It 
wasn’t all manager Tony La Russa’s fault, but the onus for the team’s 
dramatic fall was placed on the Hall of Famer who had to leave the 
season early with health problems. Jerry Reinsdorf’s folly of a hire just 
might have torpedoed the rebuild, but the team’s uneven design 
deserves blame as do the players, who, aside from Dylan Cease, simply 
didn’t play very well in 2022. Now it’s Pedro Grifol’s problem, er, 
opportunity to shine. As I’m sure he’s aware, if the Sox don’t live up to 
lofty expectations in the next two to three years, he’ll be looking for a new 
job while his bosses get more swings. The crowds at The Rate were 
actually pretty good considering the lockout muted any offseason build-
up, the team never went on a run and La Russa was once caught on 
camera snoozing in the dugout. The Sox had their best attendance since 
2011 and the crowds were lively for most of the year. Of course, that 
resulted in some embarrassing moments for the organization, like the 
“Sell the Team” banner, the “Fire Tony!” chants and the fan who took 
credit for suggesting a pinch-runner to La Russa. Hey, if you want a 
bunch of Sox fans in your house, this is what you deal with. 

2. Bulls (35-44, 1-4 in playoffs): At this point last year, it was all so 
promising. The Bulls were still in first place in the East when Ball left in 
the second half of that Jan. 14 blowout loss to the Warriors. But once Ball 
was out with a knee injury, the team’s fortunes fell dramatically. At least 
the Bulls were decent when Derrick Rose’s knee injuries decimated their 
title hopes. But it’s clear now Ball was the glue holding together a house 
of cards. The Bulls went 23-26 in the 2022 portion of last season and 
they reloaded this season with two vets on cheap deals and a rookie that 
doesn’t play. Zach LaVine got a max contract in the wake of knee 
surgery that is now being mocked by the team’s fans and Ball’s recovery 
updates have the positive vibes of a Cormac McCarthy novel. The 2022-
23 Bulls are 12-18 as I write this and Darnell Mayberry and Shams 
Charania just co-authored a story revealing some of the disarray 
surrounding the team. The front office never talks to us so Billy 
Donovan’s offseason contract extension had to be leaked to the media. 
After a brief period of hope, the Bulls are every bit the dysfunctional mess 
they always are. 

3. Blackhawks (24-36-12 as of Dec. 20): The Hawks have 18 points in 30 
games this year, so the tank is going as planned. They have lost seven in 
a row as of this writing. Ever since winning their third Stanley Cup in 
2015, it’s been one bummer after another for this team, from losing 
playoff openers as a top seed to forcing a rebuild. Of course, the worst 
part of the last few years was the Kyle Beach case. The fallout from the 
team’s investigation resulted in several key changes. Can Kyle Davidson, 
the college kid-looking GM, fix the hockey side? Can Danny Wirtz and 
Jaime Faulkner fix the organizational culture? The marquee team in 
Chicago is now an afterthought once again. The only reason the Hawks 
aren’t higher on the list is that only the diehards care about this team 
right now. They’ve fallen completely off the radar of the city’s casual fans 
unless we find out something horrible. 

4. Cubs (74-88): The Cubs played 162 games in 2022, but how many do 
you remember that did not involve maudlin goodbyes to Willson 
Contreras? Probably more than me. The Cubs’ second rebuild in a 
decade is afoot and after a lost 2022 season, the team is on the verge of 
being worthy of attention again after a promising offseason led by the 
signings of Cody Bellinger, Jameson Taillon and, of course, Dansby 
Swanson. The goal right now isn’t for Jed Hoyer to construct the “Next 
Great Cubs Team,” it’s to build a winning team in an easily winnable 
division. It’s about putting out a watchable product. The Cubs have the 
money to spend their way back to relevance and maybe the farm system 
(Pete Crow-Armstrong! Matt Mervis! Some guys who will hit like Felix 
Pie!) and improved pitching infrastructure will provide a path to another 
World Series. But for now, there’s still a lot of work left to do. 

5. Bears (4-13): Somehow the worst team has had the best year. This 
isn’t sportswriter contrarianism. It’s true. When the Bears fired their GM 
and coach, few, if any fans, were convinced that George McCaskey, Ted 
Phillips and their hired gun of Bill Polian would get the new hires right. 
And while the verdict is still out on GM Ryan Poles and his staff, new 

coach Matt Eberflus and his staff seem to be doing OK in dicey 
circumstances. But the key to the season being a “success” is Justin 
Fields’ development, and after a rocky start, he’s been very impressive. 
It’s weird when you go to other teams to ask about the Bears quarterback 
and they’re complimentary and not mocking. Fields has earned the 
respect of his teammates and his peers for his athleticism and his 
toughness, and his passing game has developed, considering the issues 
at offensive line and wide receiver. Fields feels like the guy. For Poles to 
earn the fans’ respect, he needs to nail this offseason and surround 
Fields with talent while also restocking the defense he’s plundered. I 
don’t know if it’s a record, but I’ve never heard of an NFL team trading 
two defensive captains in consecutive weeks during a season. Poles did 
that. It’s rare for me, or anyone with working brain cells, to have optimism 
about the Bears. But after the quick flameout of 2018’s division winner, 
hope has come again for the charter franchise. 

So what will 2023 bring? A breakup of the Bulls? A Cubs renaissance? A 
Blackhawks draft dream? 

Can Grifol fix the White Sox? And will the Bears build around Fields or 
fritter away this rare opportunity with a young, promising quarterback? 

I have my doubts about good tidings to come, but if there’s one thing I’ve 
learned covering sports in Chicago, your guess is as good as mine. 

On Jan. 4, Jeff Dickerson, the longtime Bears reporter for ESPN and 
WMVP, was laid to rest. He died at 43 on Dec. 29 after a one-year battle 
with cancer. It’s hard to believe the anniversary of his passing is coming 
up and frankly, I don’t want to dwell on it. He was preceded in death by 
his wife Caitlin in 2019 and they left behind a son, Parker. There are few 
tragedies in professional sports. The loss of JD was a real tragedy. Like 
all of his friends and co-workers, I think of JD often and I miss him every 
day. I can’t tell you how many times I go to my phone and want to text 
him some stupid joke about the Bears or another sports media member. 

Thirteen days after JD’s funeral, Chicago radio icon Les Grobstein died 
at 69. “The Grobber” was one of my favorite subjects, both on Twitter and 
in print. He was a Chicago original, an Adam Sandler character come to 
life. Every time I get in my car after a late game, I wish I could turn on his 
overnight show and listen to him rail against the Packers and entertain 
wackadoo callers. I would’ve loved to have heard his thoughts on the La 
Russa imbroglio. 

As much as I like to cover interesting stories and, occasionally, winning 
teams, working with people like JD and the Grobber is what makes this 
job so fun. We lost a lot of that joy in 2022, but I remain hopeful we can 
regain some of it in 2023. 
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