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The moments to remember from one of the best sporting years in memory of the Triangle 

By Andrew Carter 

As far as years go, 2022 has to rank among the better ones 
in Triangle sports history. 
There were national championships (hello, N.C. State 
women’s cross country, North Carolina women’s lacrosse 
and field hockey and N.C. Central football). We said goodbye 
to Coach K. And hello to Drake Maye. And a UNC-Duke 
Final Four game didn’t lead to armageddon, after all. The 
Hurricanes were good (well, maybe until the playoffs) and, 
for once, so was every area ACC football team.  
So yes — not bad, 2022. Not bad, indeed. 
Before looking ahead to 2023, here’s a look back at 10 
stories to remember from the year that was:  

N.C. State repeats as women’s cross country national 
champions 

The Wolfpack went almost 40 years without winning an 
NCAA championship in any sport, but State has now won 
two in the past two years, thanks to its dominant women’s 
cross country program. The Wolfpack won the national 
championship for the second consecutive season, and 
Katelyn Tuohy, a junior, won the individual title and set the 
course record in Stillwater, Oklahoma. And also, Tuohy — 
who is also a national champion in the 5,000 meter — is a 
junior, and will be back. So, too, might Wolfpack next fall.  

UNC adds two more national championships 

Another year, another national championship (or two) for the 
Tar Heels. Dean Smith once said that UNC wasn’t a 
basketball school as much as a women’s soccer school — 
though, these days, it’s a couple of other women’s sports 
most often winning big. In the spring, the Tar Heels women’s 
lacrosse team won the national championship for the third 
time in the past nine years, and first since 2016.  
And in the fall, UNC’s field hockey team went undefeated 
and won its 10th national championship. It was the only way 
that Erin Matson’s collegiate career could’ve ended, and 
she’ll leave school as perhaps the most decorated athlete in 
any sport in ACC history. After the season, UNC coach 
Karen Shelton announced her retirement after 42 years. All 
10 of the Tar Heels’ field hockey national championships 
have come with Shelton as the head coach.  

N.C. State’s women’s basketball program continues its 
ascent 

While the Wolfpack men’s basketball program continues to 
flounder — it hasn’t won the ACC since 1987 — the 
Wolfpack women continue to show how it’s done. They won 
the ACC for the third consecutive year and finished with a 
school record 32 victories. State’s double-overtime defeat 
against Connecticut in the Elite Eight — in what was 
essentially a Wolfpack road game — was a classic, even if 
those teams shouldn’t have met until the Final Four (or, 
certainly not in Connecticut, with the Wolfpack as the higher 
seed). State continues to set the standard for the Triangle in 

women’s basketball, and it has raised local interest in the 
sport as a result. 

A star is born: The Drake Maye edition 

Through the first nine games of the college football season, 
UNC freshman quarterback Drake Maye played as well as 
anyone in the country. He appeared a near lock to be in New 
York City as a Heisman Trophy finalist, until a late-season 
swoon (both for Maye, and the Tar Heels) ended those 
chances. The good news: He has at least one more college 
season left, and he’ll enter the 2023 season among the 
Heisman favorites. If ever UNC is to break through in 
football, the time is now.  

A rare season of winning football in the Triangle, and beyond 

College football seasons like the one we just experienced 
rarely come along in the Triangle, if ever. Duke, N.C. State 
and UNC all finished with at least eight victories. Throw in 
Wake Forest, and the Big Four all had winning seasons in 
the same year for the first time since the creation of the ACC. 
It wasn’t quite as good of a season as it could’ve been — 
N.C. State and UNC still haven’t won the ACC in more than 
40 years — but it’s rare that the state’s ACC schools are all 
competitive at the same time.  

A regular season to remember for the Carolina Hurricanes 

If the Hurricanes’ second round playoff exit felt especially 
unfulfilling last summer, it’s because it came after perhaps 
the best regular season in franchise history. The Canes’ 54 
victories set a franchise record (so did their 116 points) and 
they won their division for the sixth time. After some lean 
years (OK, about a lean decade), Carolina has established 
itself as a force — and what it delivered most of last winter 
and spring is worth remembering, even if the ending wasn’t.  

A national championship at N.C. Central 

Deion Sanders, as usual, commanded all the headlines. All 
the attention, all the hype. Sanders’ move from Jackson 
State to Colorado became a national story, and he was 
seeking a storybook sendoff in the Celebration Bowl. 
Someone forgot to tell N.C. Central to play along. The 
Eagles’ spoiled Sanders’ farewell during a dramatic overtime 
victory, one that gave Central its fourth HBCU national 
championship in football. And yes, Eagles coach Trei Oliver 
acknowledged afterward, sending Sanders on his way with a 
loss made the victory even sweeter.  

Hubert Davis and the Tar Heels finish strong 

Davis packed a short career’s worth of emotion into his first 
season as UNC’s head coach, what with the rough 
beginning, the slightly less rough middle and the flourish, at 
the end, that will be remembered for decades to come. While 
the Tar Heels’ fickle (and let’s be honest: spoiled) basketball 
fans were ready to bail on Davis last January or February, it 
turned out he was building something lasting, all along. 
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Not only did UNC go into Cameron Indoor Stadium and ruin 
Mike Krzyzewski’s final home game at Duke, but then the 
Tar Heels began an improbable run to the Final Four — 
where they ended Krzyzewski’s career in New Orleans. 
Davis could do nothing else the rest of his coaching career 
and still own two of the most rewarding victories in school 
history. Something tells us there’s a lot more where that 
came from, too. 

A Duke-UNC game with the highest of stakes 

For the longest time a simple yet alluring hypothetical 
provided a tantalizing thought exercise: What if Duke and 
UNC played each other in the Final Four? Would the sporting 
world as we know it come to an end? Would a blue 
supernova consume all matter? Would a legion of fans, of 
both schools, be able to watch it without the comfort of a 
nearby defibrillator? 
Well, now we know. It’s rare that a game actually exceeds 
the hype, let alone lives up to it. UNC’s victory early last April 
in New Orleans, a victory that wasn’t secure until the final 
seconds, came in a game that exceeded the hype. There 
were big shots, big moments (none bigger than Caleb Love’s 
deep 3 late in the pivotal moments) and, in the end, one last 
postgame handshake for Coach K.  
No, it didn’t “end the rivalry,” as some joyful UNC fans have 
claimed. But the most memorable game in what’s arguably 
the best rivalry in sports? Yes. It was that, indeed.  

Coach K’s long goodbye 

It did not end with a national championship for Mike 
Krzyzewski, which, given that he’s won more than any coach 
in college basketball history, had to be the ultimate goal. 
Reaching the Final Four, his 13th in 42 seasons at Duke, 
isn’t such a bad consolation. Right or wrong, fair or not, the 
ending, and a second loss to North Carolina in the span of a 
month, is what people will remember about Coach K’s final 
March (and early April). 
Still, he did some of his best work during his farewell during 
that stretch, guiding the Blue Devils to gritty NCAA 
tournament victories against Michigan State and Texas 
Tech. It’s certainly debatable whether a so-called farewell 
tour was the right way to go out, or if it placed an undue 
amount of pressure on his team — especially later in the 
season. If his players didn’t welcome that sort of pressure, 
then Krzyzewski certainly did. 
His retirement was the story of college basketball last 
season, and it turned every game in the postseason (and his 
final one in Cameron) into must-see TV. He finished with 
1,202 victories (1,129 of them at Duke) and five national 
championships. Love him or love to hate him, there’ll likely 
never be another coach with a better combination of success 
and longevity. 
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NHL season predictions 3.0: A new Stanley Cup favorite for the new year, plus coaching 
hot seat and more 

After a three-day holiday break, the NHL resumes play 
Tuesday night. 
To mark the occasion, The Athletic checked back in with our 
staff for updates on our predictions for the 2022-23 season. 
What preseason and early-season favorites are falling flat, 
and which ones are looking solid? How have the rise of the 
Bruins and the breakout of Tage Thompson impacted our 
polling? Are we finally ready to give Linus Ullmark a bit of 
Vezina love? 
Here’s how our expectations for 2022-23 have already 
evolved, with expert analysis and critique from senior 
national writer Sean Gentille, national writer Hailey Salvian 
and NHL betting expert Jesse Granger. 

Who will win the Stanley Cup? 

Boston Bruins 0.0% 11.1% 37.8% 

Carolina Hurricanes 28.2% 33.3% 35.1% 

Colorado Avalanche 28.2% 33.3% 13.5% 

Toronto Maple Leafs 5.1% 0.0% 5.4% 

Tampa Bay Lightning 0.0% 0.0% 5.4% 

Pittsburgh Penguins 2.6% 0.0% 2.7% 

New York Rangers 7.7% 11.1% 0.0% 

Vegas Golden Knights 0.0% 8.3% 0.0% 

Dallas Stars 0.0% 2.8% 0.0% 

Edmonton Oilers 10.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

Calgary Flames 7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Florida Panthers 7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

St. Louis Blues 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: In hindsight, the big surprise here is that the Bruins 
only scooped 11.1 percent of the vote back in November. 
They were great then, and they’re great now. I get some 
hesitation to start the season, but it’s funny to see them 
basically steal support from the Avs. Points to the Canes for 
consistency, too. 
Granger: Confidence is waning for the injury-plagued 
defending champions, who currently sit third in the Central at 
an uninspiring 19-11-2. When it comes to betting, the 
oddsmakers are still protecting themselves against a 
resurgence. The Avalanche are currently the co-favorites to 
win the Cup, alongside Boston at +900. Also worth noting: If 
you agree with the 2.7 percent of our staff who picked the 
Penguins, they are available at +1,800 to win the Cup. 
Salvian: I went with the Bruins here with my vote. I just 
haven’t seen anything yet in the regular season that would 
lead me to believe they won’t be the team to beat in the 
playoffs. Carolina — my preseason pick — Tampa Bay and 
Toronto all clicking along in recent weeks could make 
coming out of the East very interesting if they can keep this 
up over the next few months. Oh god, the season is so long. 

Who will be the runners-up? 

Colorado Avalanche 28.2% 19.4% 27.0% 

Vegas Golden Knights 0.0% 13.9% 27.0% 

Dallas Stars 0.0% 8.3% 27.0% 

Boston Bruins 2.6% 27.8% 5.4% 

Carolina Hurricanes 17.9% 11.1% 5.4% 

Edmonton Oilers 7.7% 8.3% 2.7% 

New York Rangers 7.7% 2.8% 2.7% 

Minnesota Wild 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Calgary Flames 15.4% 5.6% 0.0% 

New Jersey Devils 0.0% 2.8% 0.0% 

Toronto Maple Leafs 12.8% 0.0% 0.0% 

Tampa Bay Lightning 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Pittsburgh Penguins 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: In other words, more than 86 percent of us think the 
Cup winner is coming out of the Eastern Conference. 
Horrendous bias. Am I including myself there? Sure. 
Granger: It’s fascinating that the overwhelming top three in 
this vote are all from the Western Conference. It’s 
understandable considering the top-three teams by record 
are all in the East, and that’s not including the Devils, who 
have obviously cooled down recently. Semi-related note: If 
you want to bet on which conference will win the Stanley 
Cup, the East is a -140 favorite, and you can get the West for 
+115. 

Who will finish in last place? 

Chicago Blackhawks 28.2% 0.0% 83.8% 

Anaheim Ducks 0.0% 13.9% 10.8% 

Arizona Coyotes 64.1% 47.2% 5.4% 

Columbus Blue Jackets 0.0% 19.4% 0.0% 

San Jose Sharks 2.6% 11.1% 0.0% 

Ottawa Senators 0.0% 8.3% 0.0% 

Philadelphia Flyers 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: This feels easy, right? The Blackhawks are horrific, 
and by the trade deadline, they should be even worse. Pencil 
them in. The craziest part of this one, to me, is that the 
Coyotes have the second-best points percentage out of the 
group. Karel Vejmelka works in mysterious ways. If he 
regresses, though, don’t count out Arizona. 
Granger: No surprise Chicago is running away with this vote. 
A 2-15-1 stretch will certainly do that. I would like to point 
out, though, that the Ducks have actually been worse than 
Chicago in most underlying metrics. Anaheim ranks dead 
last in shot share (42.69 percent), high-danger chance share 
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(38.71 percent) and expected goals share (40.02 percent), 
according to Natural Stat Trick. The key here is the Ducks 
could theoretically improve as the season goes, with several 
young players in key roles, while the Blackhawks could get 
even worse with the anticipated trades coming. 

Which preseason dark horse could contend for the Cup? 

Must have been a team with +5,000 odds of winning the Cup 
or worse during the preseason (preseason odds via Bet 
MGM) 

Dallas Stars (+5,000) 33.3% 44.4% 51.4% 

New Jersey Devils (+6,600) 20.5% 41.7% 27.0% 

Winnipeg Jets (+6,600) 7.7% 11.1% 21.6% 

Philadelphia Flyers (+15,000) 0.0% 2.8% 0.0% 

Vancouver Canucks (+5,000) 17.9% 0.0% 0.0% 

Ottawa Senators (+5,000) 15.4% 0.0% 0.0% 

Columbus Blue Jackets (+8,000) 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: I liked the value on Stars (+5,000) at the start, so 
I’m sticking with them, but man, congrats to anyone who 
threw down on the Jets. They’re legitimately good and, unlike 
the Devils, get the bump from a weak conference. 
Salvian: The Stars gave the Flames a run for their money in 
the first round last season. They still have one of the best 
lines in the league, Jason Robertson, Joe Pavelski and 
Roope Hintz have scored 29 goals at five-on-five this year. 
Jake Oettinger is another year wiser. Tyler Seguin has a 
workable hip. Jamie Benn is back putting up points. There 
are plenty of reasons to believe this team could be a way 
better playoff contender than most of us thought in the 
preseason. 
Granger: If you believe in the Jets, now is the time to “throw 
down” on them. Unlike the two teams above them in this poll, 
Winnipeg’s odds haven’t shifted much, despite the strong 
start. Dallas started at +5,000 and is now +1,800 (tied for the 
eighth-lowest odds), while New Jersey has seen an even 
more dramatic shift (+6,600 to +1,200). Meanwhile, the Jets 
are still way down the pecking order with the 15th-lowest 
odds at +4,000. For reference, Winnipeg has the same odds 
to win the Cup as the Islanders, Kraken and Kings, despite 
currently owning one of the best records in the West. 

Which preseason darling will be the biggest disappointment? 

Must have been a team with +4,000 odds of winning the Cup 
or better during the preseason (preseason odds via Bet 
MGM) 

Florida Panthers (+900) 20.5% 5.6% 43.2% 

St. Louis Blues (+3,000) 5.1% 38.9% 27.0% 

Calgary Flames (+1,800) 5.1% 5.6% 8.1% 

Edmonton Oilers (+1,400) 7.7% 0.0% 8.1% 

Nashville Predators (+4,000) 2.6% 8.3% 5.4% 

New York Rangers (+1,800)  5.1% 0.0% 5.4% 

Washington Capitals (+4,000) 10.3% 2.8% 2.7% 

Toronto Maple Leafs (+800) 10.3% 13.9% 0.0% 

Pittsburgh Penguins (+1,800) 2.6% 13.9% 0.0% 

Minnesota Wild (+1,800) 5.1% 8.3% 0.0% 

Colorado Avalanche (+425)  0.0% 2.8% 0.0% 

Vegas Golden Knights (+1,800) 17.9% 0.0% 0.0% 

Los Angeles Kings (+3,500) 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

New York Islanders (+3,300)  2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Tampa Bay Lightning (+1,200) 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: In my heart, I’m most disappointed in the Panthers 
— but I was contractually bound to vote for the Flames, since 
I picked them to, uh, win the whole thing back in October. 
Granger: I’m surprised the Panthers only received 43.2 
percent of the vote here. What is going on down there? They 
have played like a top-five team in terms of the quantity and 
quality of chances they’ve generated and allowed at even 
strength, but sub-par goaltending and the 26th-ranked power 
play have sunk them early. 
Salvian: The Panthers have gone from Presidents’ Trophy 
winners to a sub .500 hockey team. Sure, the Flames 
haven’t looked great after coach Brad Treliving tried to 
minimize the damage from Matthew Tkachuk’s and Johnny 
Gaudreau’s departures. And yeah, the Blues are streaky and 
frustrating at times. But the Panthers have had a big fall from 
grace, sitting sixth in the wild-card standings and nine points 
back of the Rangers (first for the wild card) and eight points 
behind the Capitals (second) — with the Islanders, Red 
Wings and Sabres to jump over, too. That said, their odds of 
making the playoffs — according to our pal Dom 
Luszczyszyn — are currently 64 percent. So, maybe it won’t 
be all that bad? 

First coach fired 

Bruce Boudreau 0.0% 22.2% 45.9% 

D.J. Smith 17.9% 19.4% 16.2% 

Craig Berube 2.6% 19.4% 10.8% 

John Hynes 0.0% 2.8% 8.1% 

Brad Larsen 0.0% 25.0% 5.4% 

Dallas Eakins 12.8% 8.3% 5.4% 

Peter Laviolette 5.1% 2.8% 2.7% 

Todd McLellan 2.6% 0.0% 2.7% 

John Tortorella 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Dave Hakstol 25.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Lindy Ruff 17.9% 0.0% 0.0% 

Sheldon Keefe 10.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gerard Gallant 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Jay Woodcroft 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: Volatile category here. We’ve been close a few 
times. Bruce Boudreau, in particular, has survived this long, 
I’m not sure what’d have to happen to change that one. 
Really, I’m not convinced anyone is getting fired midseason, 
at all. 
Granger: There are a few coaches whose teams have 
performed well below expectations, but only one has a 
president of hockey ops who is publicly criticizing his team’s 
training camp, structure and system. For that reason alone, 
Boudreau has to remain the top choice. 
Salvian: I hate talking about people losing their jobs, but 
when do we start to look at some of the worst teams in the 
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league in this conversation? The Blue Jackets have one of 
the best goal-scorers and playmakers in the league. There 
have been a ton of injuries that have impacted the season, 
but did anyone think they’d be 10-21-2 and 30th in the 
league? Brad Larsen probably has a bit more rope, given his 
tenure with the organization and that it’s only his second year 
as head coach. But what about Anaheim? Yeah, the Ducks 
are in a rebuild and might be bad by design, but they’ve only 
won three (!!) games in regulation. That’s worse than I would 
have thought heading into the season. Dallas Eakins was not 
a Pat Verbeek hire. Feels like only a matter of time before 
the Ducks’ GM hand-selects his guy. 

West playoff field 

We asked each voter to pick the eight West playoff teams. 
Here is the percentage of the vote received by each team. 
(Note: * playoff team in 2021-22) 

Colorado Avalanche* 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Dallas Stars* 43.6% 100.0% 100.0% 

Vegas Golden Knights 69.2% 97.2% 100.0% 

Winnipeg Jets 10.3% 91.7% 100.0% 

Edmonton Oilers* 97.4% 97.2% 94.6% 

Minnesota Wild* 97.4% 86.1% 89.2% 

Calgary Flames* 100.0% 86.1% 73.0% 

Los Angeles Kings* 76.9% 88.9% 59.5% 

Seattle Kraken 0.0% 36.1% 59.5% 

St. Louis Blues*  92.3% 11.1% 18.9% 

Nashville Predators*  71.8% 2.8% 5.4% 

Vancouver Canucks 38.5% 2.8% 0.0% 

Anaheim Ducks  2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Chicago Blackhawks 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Arizona Coyotes  0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

San Jose Sharks 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: This matches my top eight, though I went with 
Seattle over Calgary and rolled the dice on the Kings getting 
decent enough goaltending to earn a spot. 
Granger: Based on these results, the vast majority of writers 
believe the Central Division playoff race is essentially settled. 
Minnesota has found its stride lately and once again looks 
like a playoff team. Few are giving the Blues much of a 
chance to catch one of the teams currently in playoff 
position. Meanwhile, the Pacific appears to be much more 
interesting. Two of the preseason favorites (Oilers and 
Flames) are sitting on the cusp of the final wild-card spot, but 
more than anything, I think the intrigue is due to the lack of 
confidence in the teams currently holding playoff positions 
(Kings and Kraken). 

East playoff field 

We asked each voter to pick the eight East playoff teams. 
Here is the percentage of the vote received by each team. 
(Note: * playoff team in 2021-22) 

Boston Bruins* 74.4% 100.0% 100.0% 

Carolina Hurricanes* 100.0% 97.2% 100.0% 

Toronto Maple Leafs* 100.0% 91.7% 100.0% 

Tampa Bay Lightning* 97.4% 97.2% 97.3% 

New York Rangers*  92.3% 88.9% 97.3% 

Pittsburgh Penguins*  94.9% 55.6% 97.3% 

New Jersey Devils 23.1% 86.1% 94.6% 

New York Islanders 25.6% 50.0% 48.6% 

Florida Panthers*  97.4% 97.2% 27.0% 

Washington Capitals* 48.7% 5.6% 27.0% 

Detroit Red Wings  7.7% 11.1% 5.4% 

Buffalo Sabres 0.0% 8.3% 5.4% 

Philadelphia Flyers 0.0% 5.6% 0.0% 

Ottawa Senators 25.6% 2.8% 0.0% 

Columbus Blue Jackets  12.8% 2.8% 0.0% 

Montreal Canadiens 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: I’ve got the Capitals making it over the Islanders. 
Said it before — I’m not picking the Caps to miss the playoffs 
until it happens. If Ilya Sorokin spends the next few months 
continuing to do Vezina-winner stuff, I’ll accept being wrong. 
Salvian: My eight playoff teams are exactly the top eight from 
the vote. I had the Capitals on the outside looking in. But I 
might end up eating that one later, especially with guys like 
Tom Wilson and Nicklas Backstrom coming off injured 
reserve eventually. 
Granger: I believe in the Islanders, mainly for the reason 
Sean just brought up. Sorokin is absolutely going to continue 
doing Vezina-winner stuff. He leads the league in goals 
saved above expected and wins above replacement. I can’t 
say enough about how impressive Sorokin has been in net, 
so I’ll do it both here and below in the Vezina section. 

Hart Trophy 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his 
team. Voted on by the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association (PHWA). 

Connor McDavid 69.2% 97.2% 94.6% 

Jason Robertson  0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Sidney Crosby 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Jack Eichel 0.0% 2.8% 0.0% 

Cale Makar 12.8% 0.0% 0.0% 

Auston Matthews 7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Kirill Kaprizov 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Leon Draisaitl 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Nathan MacKinnon 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: Auston Matthews gave everyone who was sick of 
voting for McDavid a nice break last season. Time to move 
on, though. 
Granger: McDavid is a -180 favorite to win the Hart. Jason 
Robertson is next-closest at +800. Just give Connor the 
trophy now. 
Salvian: Worth noting on the Sidney Crosby vote here: He is 
leading the league in five-on-five goals (15), is second in 
five-on-five scoring and is top 10 at all strengths. “So you’re 
telling me there’s a chance.” 
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Rocket Richard Trophy 

Given to the leading goal scorer at the end of the regular 
season. 

Connor McDavid 7.7% 94.4% 75.7% 

Tage Thompson 0.0% 0.0% 13.5% 

Alex Ovechkin 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

David Pastrnak 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Mikko Rantanen 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Jason Robertson 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Auston Matthews 82.1% 5.6% 0.0% 

Kirill Kaprizov 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Leon Draisaitl 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Mika Zibanejad 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Patrik Laine 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: My vote for Tage Thompson was an attempt at 
manifestation. 
Granger: I voted for Connor McDavid because it feels like an 
inevitability. However, if you’re looking for someone to catch 
and pass him, I think Pastrnak is more likely than Thompson 
and Ovechkin, based on metrics. Of the top-five scorers, 
Pastrnak has the highest expected goals. That means he’s 
theoretically less likely to see regression moving forward, 
and he’s only six goals behind McDavid with two fewer 
games played at the moment. 

Norris Trophy 

Given to the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the 
season the greatest all-around ability in the position. Voted 
on by the PHWA. 

Cale Makar 66.7% 58.3% 29.7% 

Adam Fox 5.1% 2.8% 21.6% 

Rasmus Dahlin 0.0% 11.1% 18.9% 

Erik Karlsson 0.0% 16.7% 16.2% 

Josh Morrissey 0.0% 0.0% 8.1% 

Miro Heiskanen 12.8% 11.1% 2.7% 

Filip Hronek 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Roman Josi 7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Aaron Ekblad 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Charlie McAvoy 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Quinn Hughes 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: Tough choice between Cale Makar and Adam Fox, I 
assumed that the former would make a major push down the 
stretch, but if this one were given out today, the latter would 
deserve the win. 
Granger: Call me crazy, but I voted for Josh Morrissey here. 
According to Evolving-Hockey, he leads all defensemen in 
goals (13.3) and wins (2.3) above replacement, which 
accounts for offensive and defensive impact on the game. 
He trails only Erik Karlsson in points by a defenseman, but 
has been superior defensively and is a major reason for 
Winnipeg’s strong season to this point. It may be unlikely he 
continues this for 82 games, and it feels like Makar’s trophy 

to lose, but I felt like throwing Morrissey a bone for his ultra-
impressive start. 
Salvian: All in favor of the “Josh Norrissey” nickname, say 
aye! 

Vezina Trophy 

Given to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at this 
position. Voted on by the general managers of all 32 NHL 
clubs. 

Connor Hellebuyck 0.0% 41.7% 51.4% 

Linus Ullmark 0.0% 0.0% 27.0% 

Ilya Sorokin 10.3% 11.1% 18.9% 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 25.6% 11.1% 2.7% 

Jake Oettinger 0.0% 25.0% 0.0% 

Igor Shesterkin  25.6% 8.3% 0.0% 

Carter Hart 0.0% 2.8% 0.0% 

Jacob Markstrom 15.4% 0.0% 0.0% 

Juuse Saros 15.4% 0.0% 0.0% 

Thatcher Demko 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Darcy Kuemper 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Granger: Sorokin has been the league’s best goalie both 
statistically and by the eye test, in my opinion. He’s so in 
control of his net at all times, with exceptional skating that 
allows him to remain square to the puck at the correct depth 
with impressive consistency. If he has a weakness, it’s 
rebound control, but his positioning allows him to make the 
follow-up saves he needs to with relative ease (those extra 
saves are a big reason his metrics are so good). Another key 
in believing Sorokin will maintain this level of play is how 
strong Semyon Varlamov has been behind him. That will 
allow the Islanders to keep Sorokin fresh and playing his 
best hockey into the spring, as opposed to some other top 
goalies who may get ridden into the ground by April. 
Gentille: I love the season Connor Hellebuyck is having, and 
Linus Ullmark deserves to be a finalist at the moment, but 
this is unfair to Sorokin. His 23.2 goals saved above 
expected leads the league; Hellebuyck is in second with 
17.5. 
Salvian: Last season’s Vezina finalists — Jacob Markstrom, 
Juuse Saros and the winner, Igor Shesterkin — have a 
combined zero percent of the vote. That’s down from 56.4 
percent in the preseason. I would love to dive into why some 
of the league’s elite goalies are posting low numbers this 
season. Scoring is up, we know that. But why? Are the 
goalies struggling? Is it the shooters? I’m very curious. 

Jack Adams Award 

Given to the coach adjudged to have contributed the most to 
his team’s success. Voted on by the NHL Broadcasters’ 
Association. 

Jim Montgomery 7.7% 36.1% 45.9% 

Lindy Ruff 5.1% 13.9% 27.0% 

Rick Bowness 0.0% 0.0% 13.5% 

Bruce Cassidy 10.3% 27.8% 8.1% 

Rod Brind'Amour 17.9% 0.0% 2.7% 
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Jared Bednar 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

John Tortorella 0.0% 5.6% 0.0% 

Pete DeBoer 5.1% 2.8% 0.0% 

Mike Sullivan 7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Barry Trotz (unemployed) 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

D.J. Smith 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Dean Evason 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Jay Woodcroft 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Paul Maurice 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: Jim Montgomery is going to end up being my wire-
to-wire pick. All the pieces were in place. 
Salvian: I am once against stating that I was in the 7.7 
percent to vote for Montgomery in the preseason. 
Granger: Hard to argue with Montgomery at this point, given 
the ridiculous pace the Bruins are on. 

Calder Trophy 

Given to the player selected as the most proficient in his first 
year of competition in the NHL. Voted on by the PHWA. 

Matty Beniers 38.5% 66.7% 75.7% 

Pyotr Kochetkov 0.0% 0.0% 13.5% 

Logan Thompson 0.0% 5.6% 5.4% 

Owen Power 33.3% 25.0% 2.7% 

Jake Sanderson  0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Shane Pinto 0.0% 2.8% 0.0% 

Mason McTavish 17.9% 0.0% 0.0% 

Shane Wright 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Dylan Holloway 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

JJ Peterka 2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Gentille: Another no-brainer here. Matty Beniers is A) a high 
draft pick who B) voters have known about for years that C) 
plays forward and D) racks up points. 
Granger: Agree with Sean that Beniers is the clear-cut 
favorite at this point, but I’ll continue banging the drum for 
Logan Thompson to make things interesting. He’s gone 
through a bit of a lull lately, but as long as he’s the No. 1 
goalie on the team with the best record in the Western 
Conference, he’ll rack up plenty of wins and should get 
recognition. He’s currently tied for third in the NHL in wins 
behind only Ullmark and Shesterkin. 

Salvian: The last time we did this exercise, Frederik 
Andersen had just been injured and Pyotr Kochetkov had 
only played one game. Now the rookie goalie is 10-1-4 with a 
.924 save percentage. Here’s the issue though … Andersen 
was back on the ice before the holiday break, and Antti 
Raanta is healthy, too. The duo won the Jennings Trophy — 
for the goalie tandem with fewest goals against — last 
season. What happens when Andersen comes back? Has 
Kochetkov been too good to be sent down? Will Rod 
Brind’Amour ride the hot hand? Or will Kochetkov keep rising 
in the Calder race? Either way, my vote is still with Beniers, 
who despite a “lull” leads all rookies in goals and points. 

Patrick Kane sweepstakes 

At the end of the season, Kane will be on this team’s roster: 

New York Rangers 30.8% 33.3% 56.8% 

Chicago Blackhawks 10.3% 11.1% 18.9% 

Colorado Avalanche 0.0% 11.1% 8.1% 

Edmonton Oilers 12.8% 8.3% 5.4% 

New York Islanders 5.1% 5.6% 2.7% 

Los Angeles Kings 2.6% 5.6% 2.7% 

New Jersey Devils 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Pittsburgh Penguins 0.0% 0.0% 2.7% 

Buffalo Sabres 7.7% 8.3% 0.0% 

Boston Bruins 0.0% 5.6% 0.0% 

Carolina Hurricanes 10.3% 0.0% 0.0% 

Salvian: At the start of the season, I wondered if Kane would 
just want to stay put in Chicago and cash his checks. But as 
the Blackhawks continue to lose and the idea of a full-blown 
rebuild gets more and more real, it’s getting harder to 
imagine Kane in Chicago after the deadline. He has total 
control of his situation, with his full no-movement clause. So 
if he wants to go, it will be to a team of his choosing. The 
Rangers — and a reunion with old pal Artemi Panarin — 
could make a lot of sense. 
Gentille: The Rangers are on track to have more than $7 
million in deadline-day cap space. Nobody is on long-term 
injured reserve, at the moment. If Chicago retains salary, the 
math checks out. 
Granger: I voted for Colorado, mainly because it would be 
the most hilarious possible scenario. I’m not sure how the 
math works out, but with all the injuries the Avalanche have 
sustained, I don’t think it’s out of the question they could 
have the space at some point thanks to LTIR. Imagine that 
powerhouse squad with Kane thrown into the mix? Whew … 
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NHL’s worst performances of 2022: Bad deals, on-ice blunders and plenty of Blackhawks 
stuff 

By Shayna Goldman and Dom Luszczyszyn 

With the good, comes the bad. 
While the vibes were good around the NHL with standout 
performances and historic moments, they were putrid 
elsewhere. Teams mismanaged assets, players put up 
dreadful performances, and terrible calls defined games. 
So, with 2022 coming to a close, we’re breaking down the 
worst of the calendar year. 

Worst Trade: Chicago Blackhawks (twice) 

This one is a tie, because it’s a pair of trades — both made 
by the Chicago Blackhawks. 
Yes, we understand Chicago’s “plan” to shamelessly tank 
like no team has shamelessly tanked before. It’s an awe-
inspiring, all-in tank move that left the team with very little 
chance of doing anything good during the 2022-23 season. It 
put the Blackhawks in a very good position to secure the first 
pick and the rights to Connor Bedard. 
But did they really need to trade a 24-year-old sniper capable 
of scoring 40 goals and their third overall pick from just three 
years ago — all for 75 cents on the dollar? 
Without the benefit of hindsight, both deals were widely 
panned. Surely those two players could be future 
cornerstone pieces and an important part of the rebuild, but 
the idea at the time was that the duo of Alex DeBrincat (dealt 
to Ottawa) and Kirby Dach (to Montreal) might make this 
team “too” good to fully compete for last overall. 
Five months later that’s looking pretty damn silly. Yes, the 
Anaheim Ducks exist, but the Blackhawks are reaching a 
level of futility that not even DeBrincat and Dach could’ve 
solved. The duo have played some strong hockey for their 
respective clubs and have been worth 1.5 combined wins. 
Add that to Chicago’s total and the Blackhawks are still 
playing at a 57-point pace while being projected to finish with 
the league’s worst record. 
This team would’ve been bad regardless, and that takes 
away the only good reason to make the trade happen in the 
first place. You know what’s better than a core built around 
Bedard? A core built around Connor Bedard, Alex DeBrincat 
and Kirby Dach. Maybe the picks acquired for the duo will 
match what those two bring to the table, but that’s not the 
likeliest scenario. 
Honorable Mentions: Florida trades a first-plus for Ben 
Chiarot, Nashville trades for Ryan McDonagh’s contract, 
Nashville trades a second for Jeremy Lauzon 

Worst Signing: Jack Campbell, Oilers 

There were a lot of terrible options for this one with two big-
ticket contracts to arguably replacement-level defensemen 
and another for the product of Artemi Panarin. But it’s hard to 
beat five years and $5 million for a goalie who almost 
immediately lost the starting job he was paid handsomely for 
on what was supposed to be a contending team. 
Jack Campbell seems like the nicest human in the entire 
world, a man who has incredible Golden Retriever energy 
and is extremely easy to root for. We both hope he turns it 
around, because the hockey world is a better place when 
Jack Campbell is smiling after a great game. Unfortunately, 
there haven’t been too many reasons to smile for him after 

Oilers games this season. Campbell is sporting an ugly .876 
with 12.3 goals allowed above expected, the latter of which is 
the third-worst mark in the league. He’s being paid like a 
starter, but is delivering nothing close to that level of value. 
Campbell is a very streaky goalie whose game is built on 
confidence. There’s a chance he turns this around. But the 
risk was always there for Edmonton starting last season. On 
the surface, Campbell had a solid .914 save percentage last 
season, but that number was obfuscated by a strong Leafs 
defense in front of him. Campbell allowed seven goals above 
expected last season, one of the lesser marks in the league. 
From January onward, he was the league’s worst goalie, and 
that’s only continued this season. 
The cap hit would’ve been OK to stomach on its own, but the 
five-year commitment is by far the bigger problem. That’s 
now looking like a massive burden through McDavid’s prime 
years, a blunder that has the potential to set the franchise 
back at the worst possible time. Goalies are tricky to predict, 
and we hope Campbell can regain his 2021 form, but 2022 
has been an awful year for him, and that contract is looking 
like the league’s worst. 
Honorable Mentions: Erik Gudbranson, Ben Chiarot, Ryan 
Strome 

Worst Value: Seth Jones, Blackhawks 

We don’t mean to pile on the Blackhawks here, but you had 
to figure a “Worst Of” list would heavily feature one of the 
league’s most inept teams. The team’s downfall reached its 
climax with a pair of terrible trades at the draft, but it was set 
in motion one year prior with one very extremely risky 
gamble: that Seth Jones was the missing piece to a return to 
the playoffs. Whoops! 
Jones — despite scarlet red flags and enormous warning 
signs — is not that guy. He is a good player, maybe even a 
great player, and definitely much better than his results in 
Chicago suggest. But he’s not that guy. He’s not the true, 
elite No. 1 defenseman that could’ve maybe put Chicago 
over the edge back into a playoff spot. Part of the issue was 
that the team already in place was much worse than Chicago 
thought, but Jones wasn’t exactly the tide that lifted all boats 
either. 
He was brought in and paid to be a franchise defenseman, 
which created an enormous bar to clear. A $9.5 million per-
year deal is a lot to live up to, and Jones is not living up to 
his end of it now that it’s kicked in for the 2022-23 season. 
As difficult as Jones’ situation is from a quality of competition 
and teammate standpoint, it’s very difficult to justify his 
numbers over the calendar year in any shape or form. In 68 
games through Dec. 15, Jones had 37 points, but in that time 
has earned just 45 percent of the expected goals while being 
outscored 75-39. There’s some bad luck in the latter number, 
sure, but they still aren’t numbers you’d ever expect from a 
stud defender. They’re not numbers a team pays nearly $10 
million for. 
Maybe Jones will finally prove he’s the guy one day on a 
team that can put a strong supporting cast around him. But 
the guys who can really deliver at that price tag usually don’t 
need help to get there either. 
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Honorable Mentions: Marc-Edouard Vlasic, Milan Lucic, 
Jakub Voracek 

Worst Game: Vladislav Gavrikov, Blue Jackets 

The four worst individual single-game performances of 2022, 
in terms of game score, all come against one opponent: the 
Hurricanes. 
That’s who Vladislav Gavrikov went up against, with the Blue 
Jackets, on New Year’s Day. Columbus took a 4-0 lead over 
Carolina, only to allow seven straight goals. 
It was a quiet night for the defender on the scoresheet, who 
mustered zero points, zero shots, two penalty minutes, and 
two hits. That first-period penalty actually worked out for the 
Blue Jackets, too, since Gustav Nyquist scored short-handed 
while Gavirkov was on the bench. 
The problem was his play below the surface. At five-on-five, 
Carolina out-shot the Blue Jackets 46-7 in Gavrikov’s 
minutes. The quality of those shot attempts earned him a 
lowly expected goal rate of just 11.3 percent. And the 
defenseman’s team was outscored 5-1 while he was on the 
ice. Having two giveaways on the night only hurt his case. 
Honorable Mentions: J.J. Moser (April 18), Adam Boqvist 
(Feb. 25) 

Worst Moment: Hockey’s toxic culture 

There isn’t just one moment for this one. There’s a collection 
of moments that unfolded over the last year that showed the 
toxicity of hockey culture — both in the NHL and on the 
international stage. Just scroll through Katie Strang’s byline 
for a list of what’s gone wrong in hockey, and how these 
aren’t just isolated incidents. 
Charges are mounting against Michigan’s ‘Hockey Doc.’ Mel 
Pearson, the former men’s hockey coach at the University of 
Michigan, was accused of berating his staff and players. Two 
women said Reid Boucher solicited photos from a 15-year-
old girl. And those are just some of the headlines from 2022. 
And then there’s everything surrounding Hockey Canada. 
There’s been a reckoning over their complete and utter 
failures over the last decade-plus that are coming to light. 
Much of it revolves around a sexual assault case that 
involved players from the 2018 World Junior team — a roster 
that features players who are now in the NHL. It was 
discovered that the organization has shielded itself financially 
by maintaining a fund to handle these claims. As more has 
come out about Hockey Canada’s wrongdoing along the 
way, there’s been a lack of accountability until sponsors got 
involved. 
The cherry on top to really round out a year was the Bruins’ 
signing of Mitchell Miller — a player who has not shown that 
he’s earned the privilege of playing in the best hockey league 
in the world. Boston failed to do their due diligence ahead of 
the signing process and prioritized adding a player with skill 
above all else. 
It’s been a long year filled with terrible moments that have 
put a spotlight on everything that’s wrong with hockey 
culture. For the most part, any news that comes out isn’t 
surprising. It’s all just disappointing — how many problems 
there are, how widespread it is, how many are fine with the 
status quo no matter who it affects, and the efforts that go 
into burying issues versus building upwards. It wasn’t long 
ago that there were vows across the NHL, and throughout 

hockey, to be better after the Kyle Beach situation with the 
Blackhawks was made public. 
The only hope is that hockey has to get worse before it gets 
better. That these situations are eye-opening to the fact that 
there are problems with hockey culture and this is happening 
everywhere. That denials and ignorance can become 
accountability and change. 
Honorable Mentions: Nothing comes close to how bad that 
was 

Worst Goal Against: Mike Smith, Oilers 

Oh, Mike Smith. This is honestly a category that’s primed for 
Smith gaffes. For as surprisingly strong as his 2021-22 
season was, when the goaltender made a mistake, he made 
a mistake. This particular one came in the postseason, 
against the Flames — a series chock-full of goalie errors. 
Defender Rasmus Andersson cleared the puck from his own 
zone, and it somehow beat Smith after going the distance 
down the ice. That tied the score in the third period. The 
Oilers were lucky to come out with a win after that goal, but it 
wasn’t without stress along the way thanks to Smith. 
The best part may be how the goalie acknowledged the play 
after the game. “I can laugh now. I don’t think there has been 
a time in my career where I lost a puck and had no idea 
where it went,” Smith said. 
Somehow, we just don’t see how that’s humanly possible 
considering some of the goals the former Oilers’ starter has 
conceded. But go off, Mike Smith! 
Honorable Mention: Jacob Markstrom’s aggressive save that 
pulled him out of the crease, leading to a Montreal goal just 
13 seconds into play (Dec. 1), Jordan Binnington conceding 
a goal to Jason Zucker (Dec. 3). 

Worst Giveaway: Jacob Markstrom, Flames 

We return to the Battle of Alberta, a series filled with chaos 
and suspect goaltending. This one really could have fit under 
‘worst goal against’ for Markstrom, but it feels even more 
fitting here. 
There’s an art to goaltenders playing the puck. A goalie has 
to minimize risk whenever they maneuver outside the 
crease. It’s about timing and positioning, and not coughing 
up the puck when the goaltender is … not in the goal. It 
seems simple, right? 
Well, it’s not! 
Just ask Markstrom. For all the highlight-reel saves he 
makes — and probably has one of the highest rates of them, 
especially when he throws a windmill save to amp up the 
drama — there are quite a few glaring misses. 
Just 20 seconds into Game 4 in the Oilers-Flames second-
round series, Markstrom misplayed the puck below the goal 
line. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins was able to capitalize, scoring 
early to give his team a 1-0 lead. That was a game Calgary 
eventually lost, 5-3, before being extinguished in the 
following game to end their season. 
Sometimes, a goaltender just needs to focus on tending the 
goal. Especially in the playoffs, in the early moments of the 
game when the stakes are so high. 
Honorable Mentions: Damon Severson versus the Flyers 
(Dec. 15), Columbus giving away Oliver Bjorkstrand to make 
room for Erik Gudbranson’s contract 
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Worst Call: Disallowed goal in Oilers-Flames Game 5  

There are controversial calls on a nightly basis. Offside 
reviews always spark discussion, and no one truly knows 
what goalie interference is. But in the playoffs, when the 
pressure is particularly high, there’s more drama to go 
around. 
That was the case in a decisive Game 5 between the Oilers 
and Flames (yes, we’re back to the Battle of Alberta, a series 
that had a bit of everything). Blake Coleman scored what 
would have been the go-ahead goal for Calgary, with 5:57 
left in regulation. But after review, the score was overturned 
for a kicking motion to keep the game tied, 4-4. While the 
kick certainly didn’t appear to be intentional, it’s debatable 
whether it was even a distinct kicking motion at all and 
whether the puck would have crossed the goal line 
regardless. 
It would have been a bad call in any situation, but it was 
even worse here because of the impact it had on the game 
and the series itself. A questionable call keeps the score tied 
in the third, which leads to overtime where the Flames’ 
season ended. 
Honorable Mentions: Stanley Cup Final too many men in 
overtime Game 4, Cale Makar onside and Connor McDavid 
offside, Justin Holl Game 7 pick, Tyler Motte ghost high stick, 
Coyotes missed icing vs. Bruins 

Worst Take: Digital ads are actually good  

Every year is full of awful takes, and we’ve cataloged a few 
in our list of honorable mentions. But one stands alone 
comfortably above the rest. 
How dumb does Gary Bettman think hockey fans are to 
deliver this kind of nonsense? 
 There was a possibility that the digital ads might be OK 
when they were first announced if the claims that they were 
unobtrusive and seamless were true. They were not. From 
the get-go, the digital ads have been an absolute nightmare 
— whether they work as intended or not. 
The digital ads are a trainwreck even when they work 
properly, with moving ads that distract your brain from 
actually watching the game. It’s unnatural, it’s taxing, it’s 
annoying and takes the focus, even if just for a split second, 
away from what we’re all there to actually watch. 
It’s tacky and makes the league look like it’s desperate for 
money, selling its soul for a quick buck. Want to know what 
makes money? More fans and more viewers — something a 
more enjoyable entertainment product leads to. The NHL, 
like most of the franchises operating within it, always seem to 
go for the short-term solution rather than actual long-term 
growth. The digital ads are a turnoff towards a deeply 
unserious league. 
And that’s when they work. 

The peak NHL thing is that oftentimes the tech running the 
ads just doesn’t function. There are nightly glitches where 
players, pucks or both just disappear into the boards. There 
are times where the boards are completely blacked out, 
which is cool in theory, but a nightmare if a puck goes 
anywhere near it. 
The whole thing makes the league look like a joke, and the 
commissioner had the audacity to not only suggest 
otherwise, but actually say that fans find the game more 
watchable? No chance. 
Honorable Mentions: Women only watch hockey for Tyler 
Seguin, “Skill it up,” Jack Campbell for Vezina, Devils to miss 
playoffs after a 16-3-0 start, everyone calling the Bruins to 
miss playoffs, whoever wrote that Nick Suzuki had one of the 
worst contracts 

Worst Team: Anaheim Ducks 

The NHL has a trophy for the best team: the Stanley Cup 
(and if you’re a huge nerd, the Presidents’ Trophy). But 
where is the trophy for the league’s worst team? The NHL’s 
sacko? Fantasy leagues have it — it’s time for real leagues 
to follow suit and reward its worst teams with something 
other than first choice at the boy auction. 
So that’s what we’re here to do with the anti-Stanley Cup (we 
will award naming rights to the commenter with the most 
likes for their suggestion). 
There are four nominees in line for this honor, with stats 
through Dec. 15. 
Philadelphia Flyers: Worst points percentage at 0.341 
Anaheim Ducks: Worst goal differential at minus-107 
Arizona Coyotes: Worst expected goal differential at minus-
97 and worst five-on-five expected goals percentage at 39.9 
percent 
Chicago Blackhawks: Being the most embarrassing 
franchise 
It’s a very tough choice. Very tough. And while we wanted to 
dunk on the Blackhawks one last time before this piece 
ended, it’s just too difficult not to go with a team that actually 
thought it might be good this season: the Anaheim Ducks. 
The Ducks were right there with the Flyers in terms of worst 
points percentage, but their much more futile goal differential 
and expected goal differential give them the edge. Combine 
that with a sheer inability to win in regulation and an 
offseason that suggested this team was ready to take the 
next step forward, and Anaheim becomes the clear choice. 
And apparently, they’re very content in this position and 
intend to finish the year out as poorly as possible. 
Congrats to the Anaheim Ducks, you were 2022’s absolute 
worst team. 
Honorable Mentions: Philadelphia Flyers, Chicago 
Blackhawks, Arizona Coyotes 
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NHL’s best performances of 2022: Connor McDavid, highlight-reel Tage, Avalanche fans 
and more 

By Shayna Goldman and Dom Luszczyszyn 

The year is coming to an end, and with that comes a 
reflection of the last 12 months in the NHL — the good and 
the bad. 
This is the good: the goals, the saves, the players, the 
moments and the vibes that made 2022 special. And why. 
With any list like this, there are going to be a lot of snubs, 
worthy candidates for each category that deserve 
recognition. Hockey had many great goals, saves, players, 
moments and vibes — but only one could be the best. 
With 2022 coming to a close, here’s what stood above the 
rest. 

Best Forward: Connor McDavid, Oilers 

Most GSVA from Jan. 1 to Dec. 15 (playoffs included) 
Who else but the best player in the world? This is Connor 
McDavid’s world, we just live in it. McDavid didn’t win the 
2022 Hart Trophy, that was Auston Matthews. He didn’t win 
the Conn Smythe Trophy either, that was Cale Makar. But for 
the totality of 2022, there was no player who delivered more 
value to their team than McDavid at 7.5 wins over 96 games 
in which he’s scored 164 points. 
Matthews had McDavid beat briefly to close out the 2021-22 
regular season — even outscoring McDavid in fewer games 
— but ever since then, it’s been all McDavid. He’s been a 
man on a mission, starting with his playoff war path where he 
played at a nine-win pace — an unheard-of level of value 
during the postseason. Since the end of the last regular 
season, McDavid has 99 points over 51 games. Absurd. 
No one does it better than McDavid, who needed just seven 
playoff games to completely shut down any talk last season 
that the crown for “best player in the world” was up for 
discussion. It’s not. It’s Connor’s. 
Honorable Mentions: Auston Matthews, Matthew Tkachuk 

Best Defenseman: Cale Makar, Avalanche 

Most GSVA from Jan. 1 to Dec. 15 (playoffs included) 
Cale Makar has single-handedly changed the way we think 
about defensemen. He is so much more than that, doing it all 
on every shift, and this year was the year his mythos fully 
arrived. Makar won his first (of likely many) Norris Trophies 
and followed that up with a sublime playoff run, winning a 
Stanley Cup and a Conn Smythe. His trophy case is starting 
to fill up, with his postseason performance the most 
marvelous of all: 29 points in just 20 games and excellent 
play-driving numbers. That’s unheard of for most forwards, 
let alone a guy manning the blue line. Makar is not just any 
guy though. Over the playoffs, he played at a seven-win 
pace. 
Makar isn’t up to his usual level yet this season, but he still 
ranks among the very best defenders in the league. Combine 
that with his epic second half and incredible playoffs and 
Makar was worth 7.1 wins in 2022, behind only McDavid — 
and two full wins ahead of the next best defenseman. Two! 
Scoring 115 points in 102 games as a rearguard while 
providing immense value at both ends of the ice will have 
that effect. 
He’s a generational talent, and 2022 was the year he proved 
that. 

Honorable Mentions: Adam Fox, Charlie McAvoy 

Best Goalie: Igor Shesterkin, Rangers 

Most GSAx from Jan. 1 to Dec. 15 (playoffs included) 
Igor Shesterkin was far and away the best goaltender in 
2022. So much so that he wasn’t just a favorite (and the 
eventual winner) for the Vezina Trophy throughout 2021-22, 
but his name was even in the Hart Trophy conversation 
considering he was the key to the Rangers’ success. 
It was the busiest year of Shesterkin’s professional career, 
which included his first real taste of NHL playoff action. But 
he responded with elite play. The goalie earned a .935 save 
percentage and saved 37.2 more goals than expected in 53 
regular-season games in 2021-22. Not only did that lead the 
league, but it was about nine more than the next best. He 
gave his team a chance to win in 73 percent of his starts, 
with 38 quality starts, and stole nine wins. That game-
changing play carried into the playoffs, where he was his 
team’s backbone once again. The goalie saved a total of 
23.2 goals in 20 games, which included 17 quality starts and 
five stolen wins. That’s a total of 60.4 goals saved above 
expected in 73 games. 
To start this season, Shesterkin has come down to earth a 
bit more. But his level is still incredibly high and among the 
best in the league. 
So combine that start plus his play from Jan. 1 forward last 
season, and Shesterkin has saved 34 goals above expected 
in 56 regular-season games. Expand that to include the 
playoffs, and he jumps up higher than 57 goals saved in 76 
games and counting. That seems pretty impressive! 
Honorable Mentions: Ilya Sorokin, Jake Oettinger 

Best Game 

Highest Game Score from Jan. 1 to Dec. 15 

Player: Mason Marchment, Panthers 

In the year 2022, no one had a better performance in the 
regular season or postseason than Mason Marchment on 
Jan. 31 against the Blue Jackets. The then-Panthers forward 
earned a calendar-year-high game score of 9.86. Against 
Columbus, Marchment scored two goals and four assists for 
a six-point night. All but one of those points were primary. 
Plus, the winger earned a point on 75 percent of his team’s 
eight goals. 
In all situations, Marchment attempted nine shot attempts — 
six of which reached the net, and six of which were high 
enough quality to be considered scoring chances. The key 
here that makes the performance all the more impressive is 
that it wasn’t just a night of empty-calorie scoring. The 
Panthers were legitimately that dangerous while Marchment 
and the third line were on the ice. They kept the ice tilted in 
Florida’s favor at five-on-five, with 18 shot attempts to the 
Blue Jackets’ seven (four of which were blocked), and 92 
percent of the expected goals share. 
Honorable Mentions: Nick Schmaltz (March 5), Roman Josi 
(March 5) 
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Player (Playoffs): Carter Verhaeghe, Panthers 

The best single-game playoff performance from a skater in 
2022 also belongs to the Panthers, this one courtesy of 
Carter Verhaeghe against the Capitals. The forward was 
Florida’s best player in Round 1, and maybe all postseason 
long. He was one of the few players who really was able to 
stick to his regular-season strengths of being a top player in 
transition and generating offense off the rush. And that was 
clear in Game 5 against Washington, too, when he had a 
direct impact with a primary point on each one of the 
Panthers’ five goals with two goals and three first assists. 
Verhaeghe was as pivotal as a player could be in a 
postseason game. He scored the first goal of the game when 
trailing 3-0, a primary assist to pull within one, a primary 
assist to even the score, the go-ahead goal (and eventual 
game winner) to open the third period, and a first assist on 
the fifth and final tally. Even more impressive was that every 
single point came at five-on-five. 
Honorable Mentions: Victor Hedman (May 4), Nazem Kadri 
(June 2) 

Goalie: Matt Murray, Maple Leafs 

There were a few close contenders for the best goalie 
performance of the regular season. But the winner goes to 
one from just a few weeks ago, when Matt Murray shut out 
the Stars on Dec. 6. After a less-than-ideal start to the year, 
with yet another injury, Murray is having a bounce-back 
season in Toronto — and his performance against Dallas 
was a prime example of it. 
The Stars attempted 93 shots in all situations and 66 went 
unblocked. The quality of those chances added up to 6.14 
expected goals against, when weighing the distance, angle 
and type or shot, among other factors. Still, Murray didn’t 
allow a single one of the 44 shots turned on net past him. 
That marked his first shutout of the season and first since 
Jan. 25, 2022. 
Honorable Mentions: Alexandar Georgiev (March 20), Ilya 
Sorokin (Nov. 23) 

Goalie (Playoffs): Shesterkin 

It’s no surprise that the best goaltender of the year had the 
best single-game playoff performance. Shesterkin’s 
introduction to the NHL playoffs was a wild one, in a triple 
overtime game where he spent almost 106 minutes between 
the pipes for the Rangers. He didn’t have as much support 
as his opponents on the other end of the ice that night. New 
York only mustered 42 percent of the five-on-five shots, and, 
when factoring in shot quality, less than 33 percent of the 
expected goals share. That led to the goalie having to 
prepare for 112 unblocked shot attempts that equated to an 
expected goal total of 8.99 — the highest expected goals 
against a goaltender has ever faced in a game. Shesterkin 
turned away 79 shots of the 83 that went on goal in his 
lengthy outing to set a Rangers record for saves in a playoff 
game, and saved 4.99 goals above expected. He did 
everything he could to keep his team in the game, besides 
skating down and scoring the winner himself. 
Honorable Mentions: Jonathan Quick (May 8), Andrei 
Vasilevskiy (May 23) 

Best Value: Tage Thompson, Sabres 

Largest surplus value based on player salary compared to 
market value derived from 2022 GSVA 
This year was the year of Tage: a massively tall human who 
was trending in all the wrong directions up until last season 
when he was moved to the middle in a top-six role. 
Suddenly, everything clicked for Tage Thompson and a 
legend was created — one that no one could’ve possibly 
seen coming. 
Maybe you thought he might be serviceable. Maybe even 
good. But one of the absolute best players in the world is 
hard to believe and makes Thompson this year’s best story. 
And also this year’s best value. 
Thompson is in the last year of a $1.4 million deal, a fair 
paycheck for his previous worth but an absolute steal for 
what he’s become. Over the last calendar year, Thompson 
has blossomed into an offensive dynamo scoring 50 goals 
and 94 points in 76 games — an unfathomable number given 
his previous trajectory. The breakout is real, and Thompson’s 
output has him worth over $10 million more than what he’s 
getting. 
He’s moving up the salary list starting next season, but even 
that is looking like a huge bargain too. For 2022, there was 
no better value than Thompson. 
Honorable Mentions: Michael Bunting, Cale Makar 

Best Goal: Trevor Zegras, Ducks 

It’s a shame that “The Zegras” actually happened in 2021 
because 2022 was otherwise known as the year of “The 
Michigan” for Trevor Zegras. We are suckers for a Michigan 
goal, and Zegras is the current king of the maneuver. 
Zegras scored his first Michigan goal on Jan. 27 against the 
Montreal Canadiens, one of the smoothest and silkiest 
versions of the move we’ve seen yet. Everything about the 
tuck was perfectly executed and is still a marvel to look at. 
That one was flawlessly executed, but his next one had a bit 
more zest to it as Zegras went through his bag of tricks. It 
starts with him trying to score with a between-the-legs shot, 
only for him to corral the rebound and then pull off the 
lacrosse move around his Michigan assist buddy, Sonny 
Milano, for the goal. Just an incredible amount of skill to pull 
this off in the moment. 
If that wasn’t enough, Zegras did it again in November with 
an extremely clean rendition of the move, plus an emphatic 
launching of the puck into the top shelf to finish it off. The 
only problem? It was called off after an offside challenge. Yet 
another reason why any goal challenge should be made null 
and void if the goal in question was sick as hell. This one 
certainly was. 
Honorable Mentions: Makar’s OT spin cycle (Jan. 4), Nazem 
Kadri’s Game 4 OT winner in the Stanley Cup Final, anything 
Tage Thompson does, Marie-Philip Poulin’s golden goal 
(Feb. 17) 

Best Save: Jake Oettinger, Stars 

With the rise in offense and more creativity from goal 
scorers, there’s been some fantastic goaltending to counter 
it. There have been dramatic, game-changing saves that get 
pinpointed as potential saves of the year each month. There 
are quite a few contenders here from the usual suspects like 
Shesterkin, Vasilevskiy, Jacob Markstrom and Sorokin. Plus, 
there’s been eye-catching stops from Cam Talbot, Murray, 
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Marc-Andre Fleury and Pyotr Kochetkov. But the best save 
of 2022 has to go to Jake Oettinger in Round 1 of the 
playoffs. 
The Flames’ Milan Lucic, who was positioned at the top of 
the blue paint, moved the puck to Tyler Toffoli. The winger 
had all the time and space to shoot on a pretty empty net. 
But Oettinger slid laterally to make a brilliant glove save. 
While the Stars went on to lose that game, it wasn’t for a lack 
of trying back in goal — with the starter saving 3.16 goals 
above expected. That save and, overall, that game, 
encapsulates his postseason well. The Stars were not the 
best team in front of the net, but their goaltender was 
outstanding throughout Round 1. Through seven games, he 
saved a total of 13.3 goals above expected, which ended up 
ranking second among all goalies in the playoffs. Saves like 
that on Toffoli contributed to what became Oettinger’s 
breakout performance in the playoffs. 
Honorable Mentions: All of the Markstrom windmill saves, 
Jack Campbell’s diving stop on Devon Toews (Jan. 8), 
Shesterkin’s rebound pad save on Nico Hischier (March 4), 
Sorokin’s paddle save on Artemi Panarin (March 17) 

Best Moment: Alex Ovechkin reaches 800 goals 

Alex Ovechkin was in the homestretch to reach a very 
exclusive milestone of 800 regular-season goals when the 
Capitals took on the Blackhawks. But the elite goal scorer 
decided to race to the finish with not one, not two, but three 
goals in the game to get there. The winger found a loose 
puck and sent it to the back of the net in the third period to 
complete the hat trick and make history. Ovechkin joined 
Gordie Howe and Wayne Gretzky as the only players in NHL 
history to score 800 goals. And the power forward wasn’t 
done yet — he went on to score goals 801 and 802 the 
following week to pass Howe for second on the NHL’s all-
time goal list. Next comes the big one in Gretzky’s 894. 
Between those 802 goals, there’s a lot to appreciate with 
Ovechkin’s scoring. There’s the predictability of his signature 
one-timer on the power play that still can beat every 
opponent, because his shot is that dangerous, and the 
versatility in his even-strength shot creation. The longevity is 
major for a player who already has 22 goals in 36 games at 
37 years old, and is coming off his ninth 50-goal season. And 
there should be some acknowledgment of the hurdles along 
the way, especially when it comes to shortened seasons 
from both lockouts and COVID-19 that have stunted players 
from reaching certain heights they should have reached in 
complete years. And there’s the fact that he’s doing this 
today in this era of hockey, not in the ’80s or ’90s. 
Honorable Mentions: Sarah Nurse setting the record for 
points in a single Olympic tournament, the blockbuster 

Matthew Tkachuk trade in exchange for Jonathan 
Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar, Tage Thompson’s five-
goal game against the Blue Jackets 

Best Vibe: Colorado Avalanche fans 

There’s no category for “Best Team” because it would 
always end up being the team that won the Stanley Cup. A 
little boring, no? 
But we have to give credit to the Colorado Avalanche 
somewhere, and what better place than the spot reserved for 
the best vibe. There are a number of ways to award this — 
we almost gave it to “Brady Tkachuk: Bud Light sponsor and 
Matthew Tkachuk superfan” — but it’s hard to pick anything 
but Avalanche fans singing “All The Small Things” at every 
home game. In terms of “vibeiness,” it’s difficult to top an 
entire arena singing a pop-punk anthem at the top of their 
lungs, and the continuation once play resumes and the 
music stops takes it to another level. 
Add a Stanley Cup run and an actual cameo from Blink-182’s 
Mark Hoppus and the vibes only get stronger. This is an in-
arena moment that has built up for a couple seasons now, 
one that earned its natural peak on hockey’s biggest stage. 
It’s an experience that any hockey fan would’ve loved to 
have been a part of, an immaculate vibe that was the best of 
2022. 
Honorable Mentions: Playoff Brady Tkachuk, Highlight-Reel 
Tage 

Best Dressed: K’Andre Miller, Rangers 

Best style can be a bit subjective. Not everyone loves the 
daring and brash style of Patrik Laine, but we can respect 
the creativity that goes into his looks and the sustainability 
since he’s willing to repeat them — even the most 
memorable. We reward risks, like those of David Pastrnak, 
whether it’s with a hat or an eye-catching patterned suit. But 
being named the best is high praise. And the player most 
deserving of that praise belongs to K’Andre Miller. 
Miller was a breakout star in last year’s style rankings, and 
has only built on that this season. His fashion sense on 
game days has given a glimpse into his personal style and 
personality, even while sticking with the tradition of wearing 
suits. Whether it’s with a more classic approach, a bold color, 
or a print, the Rangers’ defender always maintains an 
elevated look. That’s thanks to his attention to detail that 
really ties his fits together and brings his fashion game to the 
next level. 
Honorable Mentions: Pastrnak, Laine, Ryan Reaves 
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Canes Go Streaking Into The Holiday Break 

By Walt Ruff 

"We trust in what we do, we believe in what we do and we 
know we're a very hard team to beat when we play good 
hockey." - Jesper Fast 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes have made it all 
the easier to get into the holiday spirit this year, entering their 
three-day break riding a 14-game point streak and an eight-
game win streak. 
Since Friday, November 25, the day after American 
Thanksgiving, the team has found different ways to succeed. 
Their rise to the top of the Metropolitan Division has not been 
paved in gold, nor littered with gifts. 
To start, the team has been without Sebastian Aho, Frederik 
Andersen, Jesper Fast, Ondrej Kase, Brady Skjei, and Teuvo 
Teravainen for some of, if not all of the team's streaks. 
Sprinkle in that Max Pacioretty has yet to make his season 
debut and it starts to cause salivating for what this team 
could achieve when fully healthy. 
Whether it's been Paul Stastny stepping up to log major 
minutes in the absence of Aho, Jordan Staal producing eight 
points in eight games since December 10, playing 11-7 when 
not having 12 healthy forwards, or the challenge of having 19 
of the team's first 28 games away from PNC Arena, the team 
has been resilient in the face of their adversity. 
Three back-to-back sets, two including travel? Check. 
19 days without a home game? You bet. 
A six-game road stretch that entailed the chaotic itinerary of 
Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Los Angeles, Anaheim, Raleigh, Long 
Island, Raleigh, and Detroit? Done. 
Four home games in six days against a quartet of teams that 
arrived in North Carolina with a cumulative record of 73-33-
14? No problem. 
Six games in nine days to go into the holiday break? Six 
wins. 
No individual performer has been more notable than that of 
rookie Pyotr Kochetkov though, who is now 8-0-2 with a .937 

save percentage since the point streak began. Who could 
have possibly predicted that when he was recalled under 
emergency conditions on November 8 that just 46 days ago 
that at the holiday break he would be one of the most-
discussed candidates for the Calder Trophy and inside the 
top five in the NHL's save percentages? 

The Moments That Have Made It Possible 

November 29: Brett Pesce puts home a 2-on-0 with Andrei 
Svechnikov to conclude a hectic overtime in Pittsburgh. 
December 1: Jordan Martinook records his second career 
hat trick and Pyotr Kochetkov shuts the door in relief as the 
Canes take a 6-4 win in St. Louis. 
December 3: Kochetkov becomes the first goalie in franchise 
history to win eight out of his first 10 career games. 
December 10 & 13: Kochetkov records back-to-back 
shutouts over the Islanders and Red Wings en route to 
setting a new franchise record for the longest shutout 
sequence by a rookie. 
December 15: Stefan Noesen becomes the first Hurricane to 
convert on a penalty shot since March of 2017 in a win over 
Seattle. 
December 17: Martin Necas scores the overtime winner in a 
5-4 thriller against Dallas. 
December 18: Jordan Staal nets the game-winner against 
his former team late in regulation as the Canes beat 
Pittsburgh. 
December 20: The Canes erase New Jersey's nine-point gap 
atop the Metro within just 11 days to take over first place and 
Kochetkov delivers one of the best interviews of all time. 
December 22: Jaccob Slavin plays hero against the 
Penguins, sealing the OT victory and seventh straight win. 
December 23: Antti Raanta wins his second game in as 
many nights, giving the Canes point in 14 consecutive 
games. 
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Four Canes Prospects To Play In 2023 IIHF World Junior Championship 

By Walt Ruff 

Draft picks to compete in the world's best under-20 
tournament from December 26 - January 5 

RALEIGH, NC. - The 2023 IIHF World Junior Championship 
is set to kick off its pool play on Monday and once again the 
Carolina Hurricanes will be well-represented with prospects. 
The annual competition that hosts the world's best Under-20 
players will be held in Canada for a third consecutive year 
and the host country will attempt to defend its title after a 
2022 victory. 
Last year the Canes were set to match tournament history by 
having 10 prospects play for their countries at the event 
before COVID-19 pushed the competition to August for the 
first time. This year the team will have four draft selections 
representing three different nations. 

 Jackson Blake - United States 
 Aleksi Heimosalmi - Finland 
 Ville Koivunen - Finland 
 Nikita Quapp - Germany 

Blake, a 2021 fourth round selection by Carolina, will play at 
the event for the first time after beginning his freshman 
season at North Dakota with impressive numbers. A high-

scoring forward and son of former NHLer Jason Blake, the 
19-year-old has 21 points through his first 19 NCAA games, 
supplementing his 77 points in 61 games in the United 
States Hockey League (USHL) last year. 
Heimosalmi, 19, will skate for Finland for a second time. In 
August he produced seven points in seven games as a 
defenseman for his team, playing a key role in guiding his 
country to a silver medal. Despite his young age, the 2021 
second round selection is currently in his second season of 
playing in his country's top league (Liiga), representing 
Ässät. 
Like Heimosalmi, Koivunen is also in his second campaign of 
Liiga play and will represent Finland for a second time at the 
U-20 event. The 2021 draft pick had 10 points in seven 
games two years ago at the U-18 level and will be in search 
of his first point at this level of play this time around. 
And finally, Quapp is expected to be featured in net for 
Germany after starting two of their games in the summer. 
After attending Canes Development Camp this summer, the 
19-year-old is already in his third season of playing 
professionally in his native country. 
To view the schedule for the event, click here. 
NHL Network holds television rights in the United States. To 
view their programming schedule, click here. 
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Rookie Watch: McTavish, Kochetkov among best to play in World Juniors 

By Mike G. Morreale 

Ducks forward, Hurricanes goalie on list of those who starred 
in tournament, now making NHL impact 

The impact several rookies are making on the NHL is one of 
the major storylines of the 2022-23 season. Each week, 
NHL.com will examine topics related to this season's class in 
the Rookie Watch. 
This week, the top eight NHL rookies who once starred for 
their country at the IIHF World Junior Championship (in 
alphabetical order): 
Matty Beniers, F, Seattle Kraken: The No. 2 pick of the 2021 
NHL Draft had three points (one goal, two assists) in seven 
games to help the United States win the 2021 World Junior 
Championship. Beniers leads NHL rookies in goals (11) and 
points (25) in 32 games. The 20-year-old (6-foot-2, 178 
pounds) is averaging 17:13 of ice time. He's third among 
rookies with 63 shots on goal and his 17.5 percent shooting 
percentage is second among rookies to play at least 20 
games. 
Kent Johnson, F, Columbus Blue Jackets: Johnson, selected 
No. 5 in the 2021 draft, had nine points (three goals, six 
assists) in seven games at the 2022 WJC in August to help 
Canada to a first-place finish. The 20-year-old is fourth 
among NHL rookies with eight goals and tied for sixth with 16 
points in 30 games. His 20.0 shooting percentage is first 
among rookies to have played at least 20 games. 
Pyotr Kochetkov, G, Carolina Hurricanes: Kochetkov was 
named top goalie of the 2019 WJC after going 4-1 with a 
1.45 goals-against average and .953 save percentage in five 
games for Russia, including 34 saves in a 5-2 win against 
Switzerland in the bronze-medal game. The 23-year-old, 
selected in the second round (No. 36) in the 2019 NHL Draft, 
is 10-1-4 with a 1.94 GAA, .928 save percentage and three 
shutouts in 15 games (14 starts) this season. He's tied for 
second among rookie goalies in wins, is first in goals-against 
average, save percentage (minimum 10 games), and 
shutouts. 
Matias Maccelli, F, Arizona Coyotes: Maccelli had five points 
(two goals, three assists) in seven games to help Finland 
finish fourth in the 2020 WJC. The fourth-round selection 
(No. 98) in the 2019 draft leads NHL rookies with 19 assists 
and is second with 22 points in 30 games. 
Mason McTavish, F, Anaheim Ducks: McTavish was named 
most valuable player of the 2022 WJC after leading the 

tournament with eight goals and 17 points in seven games 
for gold medal-winning Canada. It was the third time in WJC 
history that a Ducks prospect was named MVP (Trevor 
Zegras, United States, 2021; John Gibson, United States, 
2013). In addition to his scoring prowess, he also made 
arguably the biggest save of the tournament, knocking a 
puck down on the goal line and clearing it out of trouble 2:09 
into overtime of the 3-2 win against Finland in the 
championship game. 
The 19-year-old, who was born and began playing hockey in 
Switzerland while his father played there, moved to Carp, 
Ontario, when he was 8. He is tied for third among NHL 
rookies with 20 points (six goals, 14 assists), and is tied for 
first with three power-play goals in 35 games. McTavish was 
selected by the Ducks with the No. 3 pick of the 2021 draft. 
Cole Perfetti, F, Winnipeg Jets: Perfetti, chosen No. 10 in the 
2020 NHL Draft, had six points (two goals, four assists) in 
seven games for silver-medalist Canada at the 2021 WJC. 
He's tied for third among NHL rookies with 20 points (six 
goals, 14 assists) in 33 games. The 20-year-old could 
become the fifth rookie in Jets/Atlanta Thrashers history with 
50 points in a season, joining Dany Heatley (67 points, 2001-
02), Patrik Laine (64, 2016-17), Kyle Connor (57, 2017-18) 
and Ilya Kovalchuk (51, 2001-02). 
Shane Pinto, F, Ottawa Senators: Pinto had seven points 
(four goals, three assists) in five games and was named one 
of the United States' top three players at the 2020 WJC. 
Selected in the second round (No. 32) in the 2019 draft, 
Pinto is tied for second among rookies in goals (10), and tied 
for sixth in points (16). He's second in shots on goal (65) and 
fourth in shooting percentage (15.4 percent; minimum 20 
games). 
Jack Quinn, F, Buffalo Sabres: The 21-year-old right wing 
had five points (one goal, four assists) for Canada at the 
2021 WJC. He's fifth among NHL rookies with 17 points (six 
goals, 11 assists) while averaging 13:55 in ice time in 27 
games. Quinn, chosen No. 8 in the 2020 draft, is fifth among 
rookies with a 15.0 percent shooting percentage (minimum 
20 games) and Buffalo controls 52.2 percent of all shots 
attempted at 5-on-5 with Quinn on the ice. He had a six-
game point streak (three goals, four assists) from Nov. 28-
Dec. 9; he's the first Sabres skater age 21 or younger to 
have a point in at least six straight since defenseman 
Rasmus Dahlin had a six-game streak from Feb. 9-22, 2020. 
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Hurricanes bring 8-game win streak into matchup with the Blackhawks 

Chicago Blackhawks (8-20-4, eighth in the Central Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (22-6-6, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 
Raleigh, North Carolina; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 
FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK NHL LINE: Hurricanes -400, 
Blackhawks +311; over/under is 6 
BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes host the Chicago 
Blackhawks as winners of eight straight games. 
Carolina has gone 10-3-1 at home and 22-6-6 overall. The 
Hurricanes are 11-0-6 in games decided by one goal. 
Chicago has a 3-8-2 record in road games and an 8-20-4 
record overall. The Blackhawks have a -45 scoring 
differential, with 75 total goals scored and 120 allowed. 
Tuesday’s game is the sixth time these teams square off this 
season. The Hurricanes won 3-0 in the last meeting. Jesper 
Fast led the Hurricanes with two goals. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Andrei Svechnikov has 18 goals and 
13 assists for the Hurricanes. Jordan Staal has scored five 
goals and added four assists over the last 10 games. 
Patrick Kane has scored five goals with 20 assists for the 
Blackhawks. Seth Jones has four assists over the last 10 
games. 
LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 9-0-1, averaging 3.6 goals, 
6.2 assists, 3.6 penalties and 7.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.3 goals per game. 
Blackhawks: 2-8-0, averaging 1.9 goals, 3.2 assists, 3.6 
penalties and 9.5 penalty minutes while giving up 3.7 goals 
per game. 
INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), 
Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 
Blackhawks: Jarred Tinordi: out (face). 
The Associated Press created this story using technology 
provided by Data Skrive and data from Sportradar. 
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5 Most Surprising Players of the 2022-23 NHL Season So Far 

By Marko Zlomislic 

With nearly half of the 2022-23 campaign already in the 
books and 2023 just around the corner, what better time than 
the present to highlight several of the most surprising 
performances of the season to this point? The players on this 
list are a mixture of rookies making a name for themselves in 
their debut seasons, highly-regarded prospects who had yet 
to pan out (until now), and veterans marred by injuries, 
inconsistent play, or both in recent years. For one reason or 
another, their strong play this season was unexpected, but 
their performances have altered the trajectory of their 
careers and their teams’ short-term fortunes for the better. 
As a note, I tried to avoid young players who looked to just 
be following a natural path of growth and development, 
although it could be argued that there were some exceptions. 
For example, climbing into a completely different 
stratosphere in terms of the calibre of player they appeared 
to be would be enough to garner recognition. 
Each season represents a new opportunity for players to 
rewrite their legacies and develop new reputations, and 
2022-23 has been no exception. Without further ado, here 
are the five most surprising players (and five honourable 
mentions) of the season so far. 

Tage Thompson, Buffalo Sabres 

It’s a testament to how dominant Tage Thompson has been 
to start the season for his play to be considered surprising 
after an unexpected 38-goal, 68-point output for the Buffalo 
Sabres in 2021-22 following years of frustrating 
inconsistency. The 6-foot-7 behemoth has exceeded the lofty 
expectations placed upon him after inking a seven-year, $50 
million contract this past summer (beginning in 2023-24), 
producing career-high rates in nearly every offensive 
category. 
Many would be wary of giving such a contract to a player 
who quadrupled their previous career high in goals and 
almost doubled their career-best shooting percentage 
(SH%), but the Sabres gambled on a burgeoning star and 
are being repaid for their faith. Considering how he’s burst 
out of the gates this season, general manager Kevyn Adams 
and his supporting staff look like managerial savants for 
trusting their judgment and exercising clairvoyant-like 
foresight. 
Among skaters to have played at least 200 minutes at 5v5 
this season, Thompson ranks third in goals per 60 minutes, 
25th in primary assists per 60, and third in points per 60. His 
underlying shot- and chance-generation rates aren’t too 

shabby, either, as he’s also firing the most shots per 60, the 
third-highest clip of expected goals per 60, and the second-
highest rate of scoring chances. Eye-popping scoring totals 
aside, Thompson is creating and converting on a bounty of 
opportunities every night, suggesting he will remain a 
legitimate 40- to 50-goal threat over the course of his prime. 
Thompson’s shooting percentage remains high (33rd among 
qualified forwards in all situations), but that isn’t out of the 
ordinary for the league’s top shooters. It’s unlikely that he 
maintains his 66-goal, 128-point pace over the entire 
campaign, but there’s little doubt that the NHL’s upper 
echelon of goalscorers has a new member. 

Pyotr Kochetkov, Carolina Hurricanes 

Leave it to the Carolina Hurricanes to mine another rookie 
sensation in 23-year-old Pyotr Kochetkov, currently the 
proud owner of 18 career games in the NHL. His 
performance isn’t a huge surprise given his second-round 
draft pedigree and a resume of strong play in both the 
Kontinental Hockey League (KHL) and American Hockey 
League (AHL), but rather the pace at which he’s ascended to 
his current standing. An injury to Frederik Andersen thrust 
Kochetkov into the limelight, and he’s outplayed both 
Andersen and backup Antti Raanta to a significant degree. 
According to MoneyPuck, the Russian netminder ranks 
seventh among goalies with at least 10 games played in 
cumulative goals saved above expected (GSAx), but second 
in GSAx per 60 minutes, which accounts for differences in 
games played. Kochetkov also boasts the third-highest save 
percentage (SV%) among qualified goalies this season 
(.928), and his consistency is impressive given his lack of 
NHL experience. Using quality starts as a proxy (games in 
which a goalie posts a SV% above the league-average 
mark), he ranks 12th among qualified goalies in terms of the 
percentage of his games that are considered quality starts. 
For a freshman playing in a high-pressure position, he’s 
been a rock. 
In comparison, Andersen owns a record of 5-3-0 with a SV% 
of .891 and has allowed 3.6 goals above expected while 
Raanta is 7-2-2, but also carries an .886 SV% while allowing 
4.9 goals above expected. Neither has performed up to 
expectations, and both rank within the bottom quartile of 
qualified goalies in both SV% and GSAx. For a leading 
Stanley Cup hopeful, that is just not good enough. 
Even so, Kochetkov’s start to the season and Andersen’s 
impending return to the lineup put the Hurricanes in a bind. 
He doesn’t own an extensive track record of NHL 
appearances, but his play has been a significant reason for 
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how Carolina has accrued a 22-6-6 record and second-place 
position in the overall league standings. He is exempt from 
waivers so the team could send him down worry-free, but 
that risks handing the net back to a pair of inconsistent, 
injury-prone veterans instead of riding the hot hand. 
Crucially, both Andersen and Raanta are unrestricted free 
agents (UFAs) at the end of the season, so allowing 
Kochetkov to transition into his long-term role as an 
undisputed starter seems like a proactive decision. Running 
with a goalie triumvirate is another option, but that’s a sub-
optimal use of their assets in the crease, when one of the 
three could be used in a trade to bolster other problem 
areas, such as their misfiring special teams. 
Regardless of which decision the Hurricanes’ management 
group makes, Kocehtkov has been a welcome revelation and 
should be a favourite for the 2022-23 Calder Trophy as the 
NHL’s top rookie this season. 

Erik Karlsson, San Jose Sharks 

Of the names on this list, there is perhaps none as surprising 
as that of two-time Norris Trophy winner Erik Karlsson, often 
considered the preeminent offensive defenseman of the past 
decade. Yet, after years of inconsistency precipitated by 
numerous lower-body injuries, which sapped him of his 
mobility and evasiveness, the 32-year-old blueliner is back 
among the elite at his position and in pole position to claim 
his third Norris Trophy. 
Between the 2019-20 and 2021-22 seasons, Karlsson only 
scored at a 50-point pace and struggled immensely in the 
defensive zone despite carrying the largest cap hit among all 
defensemen at $11.5 million average annual value (AAV). 
His pact was lauded as arguably the league’s worst and 
portrayed as a major reason why the San Jose Sharks would 
be unable to kickstart a much-needed rebuild. Given his age, 
injury history, and the years remaining on his deal (four more 
after this season), it’s difficult to shake such proclamations, 
but Karlsson has done his best with his play this season. 
Karlsson leads all NHL defenders in a number of categories, 
including goals, assists, points, and even-strength points, all 
the while logging 25:07 minutes per night (eighth overall). 
Those totals represent a 30-goal, 107-point pace over 82 
games, which would be the highest mark by a defenseman 
since Paul Coffey’s 113 points in 75 games in 1988-89. 
It’s unlikely that Karlsson can maintain such a historic pace 
or that he will continue to shoot at a 12.9 percent clip (the 
highest of his career), but his rising shot- and chance-
generation numbers bode well for his rest-of-season outlook. 
That Karlsson has regained his offensive form is not as 
surprising as his formidable two-way impact, especially at 
5v5. With him on the ice, the Sharks account for 52.4 percent 
of all shots (SF%), 52.6 percent of the expected goals tally 
(xGF%), 53.6 percent of scoring chances (SCF%), and 55.5 
percent of high-danger opportunities (HDCF%). 
Those aren’t the most impressive raw marks in the league, 
but the fact that his relative metrics (difference between 
when he’s on the ice compared to not) are among the 
highest at his position despite his heavy workload on a 
bottom-feeder team shows how significantly he’s influencing 
games this season. 
Unlike Karlsson’s individual performance, the Sharks are 
fading fast. The team ranks 29th overall in points percentage 
(PTS%) and has only won three of their last 10 games. 
Karlsson’s age profile and contractual status make a trade to 

a contender more difficult, but it could be accomplished 
through the laundering of his cap hit through retention, and at 
least one organization believing in him in the medium term. 
If so, there is sure to be no shortage of interested suitors for 
a future Hall-of-Fame defenseman rekindling the spark that 
once made him so special. 

Josh Morrissey, Winnipeg Jets 

Like Karlsson, Winnipeg Jets’ blueliner Josh Morrissey has 
seen his reputation recover this year after several seasons in 
which he seemed incapable of shouldering the level of 
workload reserved for a team’s number-one defenseman. 
Hiring Rick Bowness as the team’s head coach appears to 
have injected new life into a group less than a year removed 
from rumoured locker room issues, and the 27-year-old 
Morrissey has been one of the biggest benefactors. 
Morrissey’s 33 assists and 39 points in 34 games already 
represent career-highs, and his six goals before the official 
midseason mark also put him on track to set a new 
benchmark in goalscoring. Not only has his increased outlay 
been remarkable on an individual level, but his production 
compares favourably to his positional peers. He’s tied for first 
in assists with Karlsson, second in primary assists (19), and 
only lags behind the Swede in total points, with all three 
marks representing his output in all situations. 
Morrissey’s 11.2 percent on-ice shooting percentage 
(OiSH%) is the 18th-highest among qualified defenders 
(minimum 200 5v5 minutes), so his totals are a tad inflated 
by unsustainable finishing by his teammates. In addition, 
he’s posted sub-50 percent marks in terms of 5v5 SF%, 
xGF%, and HDCF%, which are also accompanied by 
negative relative impacts and suggest the team is losing the 
shot and chance battle when he takes to the ice. 
Despite his (minor) defensive shortcomings, he could 
conceivably double his previous career highs while playing 
19:40 minutes per game at even strength (20th among all 
defensemen). After two seasons of underperforming his 
$6.25 million AAV, the Jets are finally getting the production 
expected of a player in his tax bracket. For a Jets’ squad 
currently second in the Central Division, that’s the best 
Christmas present they could ask for this holiday season. 

Ilya Samsonov and Matt Murray, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Given that both Ilya Samsonov and Matt Murray have posted 
eerily similar numbers as a tandem and that neither has 
definitively claimed the Toronto Maple Leafs’ starting job as 
their own, I opted to include them as a single entry. 
With his future in Toronto hanging in the balance, general 
manager Kyle Dubas acquired the two netminders under 
uncertain circumstances and staked his managerial 
reputation on the hopes that one or both could regain their 
form. Through the first few months of the season, both have 
overcome histories of health concerns and inconsistency to 
lead the Maple Leafs to third in the NHL by PTS% while 
contributing to the fourth-best team SV% (.915). Remove the 
disappointing Erik Kallgren from consideration (an .898 SV% 
in 10 games) and that mark looks even better. 
After posting a .902 SV% in 89 games over three seasons 
with the Washington Capitals, Samsonov was cut loose by 
the team that drafted him 22nd overall in 2015, leaving the 
25-year-old to sign a one-year, $1.8 million prove-it deal with 
Toronto. Behind a sturdier defensive structure (the Maple 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 27, 2022 

 

Leafs rank sixth in expected goals against per 60 at 5v5), the 
Russian netminder owns a .924 SV% and saved 7.7 goals 
above expected through 13 games. 
Among goalies to have played in at least 10 games this 
season, those marks rank seventh and 12th in the league 
respectively and represent a tremendous return on 
investment for a goalie making less than $2 million this 
season. 
Considering the contract given to him by the Ottawa 
Senators and the tumultuous trajectory of his NHL career, 
Murray’s resurgence is the more surprising of the pair. Since 
winning the Stanley Cup in both of his first two NHL 
campaigns, he’s had a SV% of .915 or higher once before 
this season and only played in 85 games between 2019-20 
and 2021-22 while recovering from injury and dealing with 
the death of his father. That he currently ranks fourth in SV% 
and sixth in GSAx per 60 among goalies with at least 10 
games played is a testament to his mental fortitude and the 
support within the Maple Leafs’ organizational structure. 

As is the case with any goalie, no matter how elite, predicting 
their year-to-year performance is notoriously difficult. Even 
the likes of Andrei Vasilevskiy and Connor Hellebuyck go 
through extended periods of poor play once in a while, and 
assuming one’s strong performance will continue indefinitely 
is a foolish endeavour. 
For now, the Maple Leafs are receiving one of the NHL’s 
best collective goaltending performances and should be 
considered legitimate Stanley Cup contenders as a result, 
recent playoff failures be damned. 

2022-23’s Most Surprising Players: Honourable Mentions 

Here are five additional honourable mentions to give us an 
even total of 10 players with unexpected starts to the 2022-
23 campaign: Carter Hart (Philadelphia Flyers), Dominik 
Kubalik (Detroit Red Wings), Filip Hronek (Detroit Red 
Wings), Martin Necas (Carolina Hurricanes), and Karel 
Vejmelka (Arizona Coyotes). 
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2 Hurricanes’ Prospects to Watch at the 2023 World Juniors 

By Mack Gordon 

The 2023 World Junior Championship is set to begin in just a 
few days on December 26th. COVID-19 has impacted the 
last two versions of the event, so this should be the first 
return to the normal schedule since 2020. The Carolina 
Hurricanes have four prospects set to participate: Jackson 
Blake (USA), Aleksi Heimosalmi (Finland), Ville Koivunen 
(Finland), and Nikita Quapp (Germany). Finland has 
produced several star players for the Hurricanes over the 
years, including Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, so 
let’s take a look at the two Finnish prospects on the list. 
The Carolina Hurricanes have made the playoffs each of the 
past four years thanks to a plethora of strong prospects as 
well as some key signings. They’ve had a ton of success 
with Finnish prospects throughout the years, from Aho and 
Teravainen to the additions of Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Antti 
Raanta. Koivunen is one of the Hurricanes’ top forward 
prospects, and Heimosalmi is one of the top defenseman 
prospects within the pipeline. Could they become the next 
Finnish players to thrive in Raleigh, North Carolina? 

Ville Koivunen, Kärpät(Liiga) 

Koivunen will be starting at left wing on the first line for 
Finland as they face off against Switzerland on Monday in 
the first game of the World Juniors. The Hurricanes selected 
Koivunen with the 19th pick in the second round of the 2021 
NHL Entry Draft (51st overall). He has produced 13 points 
(seven goals & six assists) in 30 games played for Kärpät 
this season. He impressed at the 2022 World Junior 
Championship as he produced four points (two goals & two 
assists) in two games played. The 6-foot 175-pound forward 
has a very high potential thanks to his impressive offensive 
skill set and his electrifying attacking mindset when the puck 
is on his stick. 
Koivunen would quite comfortably play on the top six. His 
offensive knowledge will make him an exciting and impactful 
player on the ice. He has played on the top line for most of 
his young career, so being a starting forward would not be 
new for him. 
Koivunen is a flexible wing that can attack from both sides of 
the ice, and he’s at his best when he is on the break and 
attacking open ice. He’s flashed an impressive decision-
making ability throughout the years and seems to always 

create great chances for his teammates. It will be intriguing 
to see how he performs at the World Juniors and how he 
continues to improve over the next year. 

Aleksi Heimosalmi, Ässät(Liiga) 

The Hurricanes selected defenseman Heimosalmi with the 
44th overall pick in the 2021 NHL Entry Draft. He is slated to 
start in the first defensive pairing for Finland in their game 
against Switzerland on Monday. The 5-foot-11 170-pound 
Finnish prospect exhibits all the skills of a two-way defender 
who utilizes a deceptive acceleration ability to create 
opportunities on the open ice. In 25 games played for Ässät 
this season he’s produced 12 points(four goals & eight 
assists). 
As one of the youngest players in the draft, teams will have 
to wait for him to reach his potential. But if they are patient, 
there’s a chance that Heimosalmi could develop into a 
second-pair, two-way defender, much like Henri Jokiharju, 
who the Chicago Blackhawks took with the final pick in the 
first round in 2017. There’s even a possibility that his 
defensive game could end up being better than his offensive 
side, as he already possesses a strong defensive mindset 
when many his age are struggling in that area. 
Heimosalmi exhibits an extremely active stick which helps 
him on the defensive end since he’s not the biggest guy in 
the world. Despite his small stature, he’s not all offense, he 
has a very nice defensive mindset that should allow him to 
improve quickly on the defensive end as he continues to 
progress. I believe he could be a very versatile addition to 
the Hurricanes’ defensive depth should he make the jump 
within the next couple of years. 

Move to Raleigh Soon? 

It will be interesting to follow the development of these two 
Finnish prospects, both could be in line to make the move to 
North America during the 2023 calendar year as they could 
sign entry-level contracts with Carolina. I expect Koivunen to 
make the jump slightly before Heimosalmi as he appears to 
be a little farther down the road when it comes to his 
development. I believe they both can have long successful 
careers in Carolina and be valuable assets for coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. 
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Send ‘em to Suomi: Finnish Canes hopeful for chance to play in home country 

By Ryan Henkel 
The Carolina Hurricanes are one of the top teams in the 
league, and have one of the best pools of Finnish talent at 
that, so there’s been no better time for Carolina to be picked 
to showcase in the NHL Global Series than now. 

Finland has long been a special place and one of deep 
reverence for the Carolina Hurricanes and their fans. 
The Canes have a long tradition of top-end Finnish talent 
beyond the current entourage of Sebastian Aho, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Antti Raanta. From 
Sami Kapanen, one of the teams’ first All-Stars to the 
dynamic trio of Jussi Jokinen, Tuomo Ruutu and Joni 
Pitkanen, the latter of whom brought home Olympic bronze 
in 2010, Raleigh has become a home for many Finns. 
It was also in 2010 that the Hurricanes had their first chance 
to play abroad in Finland, facing off against the Minnesota 
Wild in Helsinki.  
And it was a moment that would unknowingly, yet profoundly, 
shape the future of the franchise. 
“That was the only NHL game I had ever watched,” said 
current Canes star Sebastian Aho, “in Helsinki, when 
Carolina played Minnesota years ago. Before it, I wasn’t 
really into the NHL that much, but right away, it changed my 
mind. 
“Back then my goal was just to make it to the Finnish League 
with my home club. I wasn’t thinking too much about the 
NHL. But just seeing that, it got me more into watching, 
especially Finnish players in the NHL, all over the league. As 
soon as I saw them live, I just watched them on Youtube and 
tried to watch all the games they played and all that stuff. For 
me at least, it brought me closer to the NHL.” 
Five years later, as if fated, the Hurricanes selected Aho in 
the second round of the 2015 NHL Entry Draft. He has since 
blossomed into a true star, leading the Hurricanes in goals 
and points in each of the last five regular seasons and 
producing at nearly a point per playoff game as Carolina’s 
No. 1 center. 
Now, over a decade removed from their last showcase, is the 
perfect time for Carolina to be back in Finland, showcasing 
some of the top NHL – and especially Finnish – talent the 
league has to offer. 
“I do think it makes a big difference,” said current Hurricanes 
defenseman Brent Burns who played for Minnesota in that 
2010 Helsinki series. “You can hear it from a guy like [Aho] 
that when he was a kid and witnessing it, it meant something 
to him as someone being in that country and seeing a 
game.” 
The NHL Global Series is a chance to showcase the highest 
level of professional hockey across the European continent 
to audiences who usually wouldn’t ever have a chance to 
physically go to an NHL game. 

“You don’t usually ever see those guys that play [in North 
America],” said forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi. “It’s special for 
the Finnish people to see North American players over there. 
“It’s pretty awesome for them, but especially for the younger 
players and the kids that don’t really get to see us that much. 
I think it’s pretty cool for them to see us live and see how it is 
here.” 
Since the inception of the NHL Global Series (2017-2019; 
2022), the league has hosted games in Sweden, Finland and 
Czechia, but even dating back to the inception of the NHL 
Premiere series (2007-2011) the only other additions were 
London in 2007 and Berlin in 2011. 
There’s been a set group of rotating home countries that the 
NHL likes to visit, so even though Finland was a site this 
year, there’s no reason for it to not come up again in the 
rotation soon.  
While it would matter a lot to Hurricanes fans to see their 
team shine as one of the league representatives abroad, the 
opportunity would mean even more to the players who call 
Suomi – the word for the country in Finnish – home. 
“It would obviously be nice to get my grandma to a game 
because she hasn’t had a chance to fly down here ever, so 
obviously that would be great for her to come and see the 
game and do that,” Raanta said.  
Kotkaniemi was excited about the prospect, stating that it 
would be “a memory for a lifetime.” 
The chance to play near your home and to be able to see 
dozens of friends and family is something that many North 
American players can take for granted. 
“I think as North American guys, we get to play in our 
hometown or usually somewhere close,” Burns said. “So it’s 
nice to give those guys a treat to get a ton of family there. I 
think even just showing off the country a little bit and doing 
some cool things that are a little different for us.” 
Intercontinental travel isn’t the easiest thing given the 
logistical concerns such as either starting your season 
abroad or pausing midway through the season. Then there’s 
jet lag, players are out of routine and whatnot, but as Burns 
put it, “Looking back, those games are always special 
moments.” 
“It was awesome,” Burns added. “A great time. I think those 
are the things that maybe when you do them, it’s a little 
harder to start a routine, it’s a little different, but looking back 
they’re always special. Those are the fun things. 
The latest trip the NHL took to Finland featured the 
Columbus Blue Jackets and the Colorado Avalanche in early 
November, with the Avs taking both games by a combined 
score of 11-4. And the Finnish stars got to shine. 
Patrik Laine, the hometown kid, had a goal and two points, 
Artturi Lehkonen had a goal, Joonas Korpisalo had a 39-
save performance starting in the second game. But by far the 
best player in the series was Mikko Rantanen who had a hat 
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trick in the first game and finished with three goals and five 
points. 
“It’s obviously big for Finnish people,” said Raanta. “It’s one 
of those things where they’ve done it before but now it’s even 
more fun because you’ve got the superstars from Finland 
playing in Finland. So it’s great for the Finnish people for 
sure.” 
In terms of star talent to display though, few teams have as 
much as Carolina. 
Among active Finnish players, Aho is fourth in points (428) 
and second in goals (193) and Teravainen is fifth in points 
(381). Kotkaniemi recently recorded his 100th career point as 
well. 
And in terms of goaltending, Raanta is also third all-time in 
save percentage by a Finnish netminder. 
If the star-laden Hurricanes do make it out to Finland, who’d 
make the best opponent? You’d have to think either the 
Florida Panthers or the Dallas Stars. 

The Panthers have the best active Finnish player in 
Aleksander Barkov, who leads all players with 226 goals and 
575 points, along with exciting young Finns like Anton 
Lundell and Eetu Luostarinen – himself a former Hurricanes 
draft pick. 
The Stars on the other hand have the most Finnish players in 
the league. Miro Heiskanen is the biggest draw, but Dallas 
also boasts Roope Hintz, Esa Lindell, Joel Kiviranta and Jani 
Hakanpaa.  
If the league is serious about wanting to showcase its top 
talent, then there is no better team to go with then the 
Carolina Hurricanes and it’s high time that the Canes make 
their way back to the Land of 1,000 Lakes. 
“If it was up to me,” Aho said, “We’d have already played 
there.”  
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NHL Three Stars: Georgiev, Jordan Staal and Pettersson Wowed 

By Adam Proteau 
Adam Proteau explains why Alexandar Georgiev, Jordan 
Staal and Elias Pettersson had the best performances of last 
week. 

Happy holidays, and welcome back to THN.com’s Three 
Stars of the Week. This is a regular feature in which we point 
out the NHL’s three best performers of the past week. We 
usually file on Sunday, but with Christmas, we’re delayed by 
a day. As a result, this file is for the seven days from Dec. 18 
to 24. These were the three biggest-impact players in that 
period:  

3. Elias Pettersson, Vancouver 

Pettersson only played two games for the Canucks in the 
past week, but the 24-year-old made the most of them, 
putting up a five-point game (two goals, three assists) 
against Seattle on Dec. 22 and adding a pair of assists the 
following night against Edmonton to tie him for first place in 
points for last week. Petterson has 26 assists and 41 points 
in 31 games this season, putting him on pace to amass 65 
assists and 102 points, which would demolish his career 
highs of 39 assists and 68 points.  
Pettersson is in the second-last season of a three-year, 
$11.325-million contract, and unless something calamitous 
happens to him, he’ll be due for a significant raise despite 
being only a restricted free agent. Vancouver almost 
assuredly will get him locked up to a long-term deal, but 
there won’t be a “hometown” discount. He and his agent, Pat 
Brisson, will be seeking a superstar-level contract extension 
for a youngster just coming into his prime, and they’ll get it 
from the Canucks, regardless of whether the team is 
rebuilding or retooling on the fly.  

2. Jordan Staal, Carolina  

Staal finished the week tied for the most points in the league, 
with seven (three goals, four assists) in four games. Most 
importantly, two of his three goals were game-winners for the 

streaking Hurricanes, who’ve won eight straight games and 
nine of their past 10 (9-0-1). The 34-year-old center is a 
fixture on Carolina’s third line, and with 10 goals in 34 games 
this year, Staal is on pace to score 24 this season – which 
would be his best goals total since he netted 25 in the 2011-
12 campaign, his final season as a Pittsburgh Penguin.  
Staal is having a solid year on offense despite averaging 
only 16:34 of ice time. He’s an invaluable presence for the 
Hurricanes – a physical force with a championship pedigree 
and a seasoned veteran’s calmness. He’s in the final season 
of a 10-year, $60-million contract, but he’s showing he’s got 
a lot of game still left in him, and it’s hard to envision him 
playing anywhere else than Raleigh at this point in his 
career. The Hurricanes will acknowledge him as a franchise 
Hall-of-Famer very quickly after he does retire, and he’ll be 
deserving of the honor.  

1. Alexandar Georgiev, Colorado 

The Avalanche are currently on a four-game winning streak, 
thanks in no small part to the massive contributions of 
Georgiev in Colorado’s net. The 26-year-old Russian had a 
phenomenal week, posting a 3-0-0 record in three games, 
and putting up fantastic individual numbers (0.94 goals-
against-average, .965 save percentage and one shutout) for 
the Avs.  
Georgiev was handed the Avalanche’s starting job this 
season, putting a significant amount of pressure on him to 
keep Colorado rolling as the defending Stanley Cup 
champions. He signed a three-year, $10.2-million contract in 
July, and he’s delivered as needed, with a 15-6-2 record 
(tying him for fifth-best in the NHL), 2.36 GAA. (good for 
sixth-best in the league) and .925 SP (tying him for fourth-
best in the league).  
At a time when consistent goaltending is difficult to come by 
for many teams, Georgiev is a bargain cap hit, and one of 
the key reasons the Avs are in a playoff position despite 
being ravaged by the injury bug.

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/article270214547.html 

https://theathletic.com/4029282/2022/12/27/nhl-predictions-new-stanley-cup-favorite/ 
https://theathletic.com/4023100/2022/12/27/nhl-2022-worst-performances-blackhawks-ducks/ 

https://theathletic.com/4022349/2022/12/27/nhl-2022-best-performances-connor-mcdavid/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/four-canes-prospects-to-play-in-2023-iihf-world-junior-championship/c-339088962 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-go-streaking-into-the-holiday-break/c-339161282 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-chicago-blackhawks-carolina-hurricanes-57b91ca389004096afa6c59c0e55fb75 

https://sports.yahoo.com/nhl/teams/carolina/ 
https://thehockeywriters.com/nhl-most-surprising-players-2022-23/ 

https://thehockeywriters.com/hurricanes-prospects-watch-2023-world-junior-championship/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/27/23525468/send-them-to-suomi-finnish-carolina-hurricanes-hopeful-for-chance-to-play-in-home-country-

finland 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-three-stars-georgiev-jordan-staal-and-pettersson-wowed 
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Leo Carlsson emerging as fourth elite option for Blackhawks in 2023 NHL 
draft 

 

By  Ben Pope     

 

Critics of the Blackhawks’ tanking plan have pointed out that finishing last 
in the NHL comes with only a 25.5% chance of getting the No. 1 overall 
pick. 

The counterargument is that finishing last guarantees a top-three overall 
pick. The last-place team has an 18.8% chance of getting the No. 2 pick 
and a 55.7% chance of dropping to third, but it can fall no further. 

And entering the season, with the 2023 draft featuring three elite 
prospects — forwards Connor Bedard, Adam Fantilli and Matvei Michkov 
— boasting the talent to be No. 1 picks in less-stacked years, a 
guaranteed top-three pick looked quite enticing. 

It still does. But the emergence of forward Leo Carlsson as a fourth elite 
prospect in the draft makes the tanking plan look even more foolproof. 
Now, even finishing second-to-last — which guarantees a top-four pick 
— should lead to significant long-term gain. 

And considering the Ducks (22 points in 35 games, equaling a .314 
points percentage) and Blue Jackets (22 points in 32 games, .333 points 
percentage) have looked almost as pathetic as the Hawks (20 points in 
32 games, .313 points percentage) in the race for last, that shift is 
reassuring. 

Those three teams — and, realistically, all 32 NHL franchises — will be 
paying close attention to the 2023 world junior championships in the next 
two weeks. 

The tournament, which began Monday and runs through Jan. 5 in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, features Bedard, Fantilli and Carlsson. It’s 
the most prominent setting within which to compare them to one another 
before the NHL combine in May. 

Canadian forward Connor Bedard shoots the puck. 

Bedard long has been the consensus No. 1 prospect and might be the 
most acclaimed draft prospect since Auston Matthews in 2016. His shot 
is a particular strength, but all his offensive skills top the charts. 

He has 64 points in 28 games for an otherwise-mediocre Regina Pats 
team, leading all Canadian juniors as a 17-year-old, and had eight points 
in seven games for Canada during the rescheduled 2022 world juniors 
last summer. 

Fantilli, however, has been so good in his own right that he has an 
outside shot to challenge Bedard for No. 1 overall and almost certainly 
will land in the top two. 

He’s 4 inches taller than Bedard and plays a sturdier game, but he also 
offers the elite offensive explosiveness to be a first-line NHL center. He 
has 26 points in 16 games at the University of Michigan, ranking third in 
the NCAA as a freshman. 

Michkov is the wild card of the group. He’s absent from the tournament 
because Russia is banned, and that’s not the only complication created 
by his nationality. 

His stat line — 14 points in 12 games — appears unremarkable because 
he’s playing for SKA St. Petersburg’s minor-league affiliate against pro 
competition. He also is signed with SKA through 2026 and might not 
come to North America until then. Michkov is comparable to Bedard and 
Fantilli based on talent alone, but there are outside concerns. 

That’s why Carlsson’s sudden breakthrough is so beneficial to the 
Hawks. He has burst onto the scene by producing at a top-six level in 
Sweden’s top pro league — he has 14 points in 25 games for Orebro — 
despite only turning 18 on Monday. 

Carlsson will be on full display as one of Sweden’s best players at the 
world juniors. He notched two points in a tournament-opening rout 
Monday of Austria, and his 6-3, 200-pound frame, relentlessness and 
intelligence make projecting his NHL upside straightforward. 

There’s much less agreement on rankings beyond the top four, but if the 
rest of the Hawks’ season goes as planned, they shouldn’t need to worry 
much about that. It seems hard to go wrong among Bedard, Fantilli, 
Michkov and Carlsson. 
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What Blackhawks players would be doing if they weren’t playing hockey, 
from car salesman to zookeeper 

 

Scott Powers 

Dec 26, 2022 

 

This story began and nearly ended with Jonathan Toews. 

The idea was to ask all of the Blackhawks’ players what they believed 
they’d be doing for a job if they weren’t playing hockey. It’s a thought that 
crosses a lot of people’s minds, regardless of the profession they’re in. It 
has to be the same for professional hockey players, too, right? 

Toews made me second-guess that. He was the first person I posed the 
question to, and his reply wasn’t what I expected. 

“I’d like to think some other sport, but growing up in Canada, I don’t 
know,” Toews said. “There wasn’t much else than hockey. That was my 
plan.” 

I responded, “Really, nothing else?” 
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He shook his head. 

“There goes that story,” I thought. But I decided to ask a few more 
people, and their replies gave the story some hope. There were certainly 
others who couldn’t envision themselves doing anything other than 
playing hockey, but most had something else in mind. 

Here are all of their answers: 

Andreas Athanasiou 

Maybe a pilot like my dad. He’s a commercial pilot, flies the big version of 
the 787. I was always playing sports, so I was distracted by all that, I 
would say. I always loved it because he did it. 

Colin Blackwell 

When I was in school, I was thinking about maybe going into some form 
… kind of the FBI, actually. That was kind of the avenue that I was 
looking into. But now, I’d say, eight to 10 years removed from school, 
probably be more along the lines of commercial real estate or a real 
estate type of thing. … I’ve kind of gotten a little bit of knack for (that) and 
some interest in the last couple of years, especially how the markets 
have been so crazy over the last several years. That’s something that I 
have always had my eye on and have a lot of friends in those industries 
and always kind of kept in touch with (them), picked their brains. That 
would be something that would definitely be interesting to do. 

Jason Dickinson 

I can’t see myself behind the desk. I was good with numbers when I was 
younger, so I always thought maybe something with that, but I don’t 
know. Maybe something with my hands like carpentry, woodworking, 
renovations. … That kind of stuff kind of interests me now, so maybe if I 
was younger, I would have picked it up sooner. 

Max Domi 

I’ve said in passing, a zookeeper or something fun like that. I like 
animals. I don’t know, some people aren’t big fans of zoos that like 
animals, but I like seeing them. 

MacKenzie Entwistle 

I love real estate. I love looking at real estate, houses, just different 
things like that. My parents moved a couple times when we were 
younger. I didn’t understand. I was like, ‘What is going on?’ So now that 
I’m older, I kind of understand how the housing market sort of works and 
stuff. That kind of interests me. 

Jack Johnson 

I probably would have joined the military. Because I’m good at doing 
what I’m told. … I didn’t know where life was going to take me. I was 
playing football and hockey as a kid. I didn’t think I’d be big enough to 
play football at the time you were recruited, so I stuck with hockey. I was 
just hoping I would be good enough to play college hockey. That was it. 

Reese Johnson 

If I didn’t sign out of junior, I would have went and became a police officer 
back home — either city or RCMP (Royal Canadian Mounted Police). I 
would have done that and hopefully still have some sort of acreage, and 
maybe I’d do some cattle later on in my life. I actually had plans if I 
wouldn’t have signed my contract as a free agent out of junior, I would 
have went and been a police officer the next year, went to school for it, 
anyways. I always had interest in that if hockey didn’t work out of junior. 
Honestly, just being able to help people out. … I think it would have been 
really cool to be undercover. Things like that always interested me. I had 
buddies who were cops who were older than me, and I’d go for ride-
alongs with them and see some pretty eye-opening stuff. 

Tyler Johnson 

When I was growing up, I actually wanted to be an anesthesiologist. I 
was going to do that, go to school for that. I’ve always been a big fan of 

medicine and everything. When I was in high school, we had to do a 
senior seminar on a career path or whatnot. Obviously I wasn’t going to 
do it on hockey just because it would have been a little weird. I had a 
friend that his wife was an anesthesiologist, so she kind of brought me in 
and I saw everything they did. I just thought it was really cool to be a part 
of a surgery. A little bit less school than a surgeon, so that’s always nice. 
But you’re kind of there and kind of see everything, which that stuff does 
really interest me. 

Caleb Jones 

I would have tried to be a basketball player if I couldn’t play hockey when 
I was younger. … I probably would have gone to college. I don’t know, 
maybe a lawyer, maybe like an agent, a sports agent. I think I’d be good 
at something like that. 

Seth Jones 

Try to be a basketball player. I mean, I would have tried a sport of some 
sort. You know, we were obviously an athletic family, so I would want to 
try to do that. … I didn’t have a Plan B. 

Patrick Kane 

We talked about this the other day. So on the fathers trip, we were 
laughing, because anytime someone asked my dad a question, he found 
a way to bring his car dealership into the answer. So I was thinking, I 
played hockey my whole life, if it didn’t really work out, maybe I would 
help him out with the business or something and be a car salesman or 
work at the dealership. … I don’t know (if I’d be any good at it). I would 
go up there like a lot. My mom would bring me up. I’d be fully dressed in 
my equipment, drop me off, hang out with the car salesmen and stuff. So 
I would be there a lot. But I don’t know if it’s something I’d really want to 
do. I think I’d be all right if I got the hang of it. 

Boris Katchouk 

Nothing. Hockey’s it. 

Jujhar Khaira 

Some sort of trade or something — some schooling. … When I was in 
college — super introductory, I can’t even really take credit — but the 
goal was to become an engineer. But I take zero credit because I don’t 
think I put any credits toward it. But that was the plan. I’m better at math 
than writing essays and all that stuff. 

Philipp Kurashev 

I don’t know, hockey coach or maybe play a different sport. Maybe I 
would do tennis. I liked that sport when I was growing up. I’m all right at 
tennis. I’m not good — let’s say that — but I like to play in the summers 
and with my buddies. Yeah, I don’t know what I’d do, honestly. My dad 
played hockey, my uncle hockey, just every day I was at the rink around 
hockey. That’s all I kind of knew, growing up. Yeah, I’m glad it worked out 
this way, so I don’t have to think about what could be different. 

Sam Lafferty 

Maybe try my luck at pro golf. (I shoot) about even, a few under. I just 
started when I was a little kid. It was always hockey in the winters and 
golf in the summers. When I was about 16, I had to pick one more 
seriously. I’m glad I chose hockey. 

Jake McCabe 

Something along the lines of physical therapy. That was my interest in 
school, but I didn’t study that because I was pretty much told that it 
wasn’t going to work out with my hockey schedule. That was my interest 
early on in school, and it’s still my interest being banged up in my career. 
I’ve found the body to be pretty interesting. Just fixing yourself, taking 
care of yourself, I find fascinating. I’m pretty dialed in with that, I like to 
think, after being in the pro ranks for a while and being banged up in 
different body parts, figuring out how to prevent injury and rehab injury. 
It’s pretty interesting how things have come along and (to) use things that 
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I’ve learned. I’m always looking to add something to my repertoire as far 
as rehabbing — pre-habbing as I call it. It’s pretty interesting. 

Ian Mitchell 

I majored in finance, so probably something in that field, I would say. I’ve 
always enjoyed numbers growing up, so something there. 

Petr Mrazek 

I always would like to be a lawyer and stuff like that, maybe that. I like all 
the TV shows. The law interests me. It’s interesting how it works, how the 
system works in different countries, different systems. 

Connor Murphy 

I didn’t mind math and stuff in school when I was young, so whatever job 
you do. I feel like — accountant. I’ll say that. I don’t really know what 
accountants really do much. … I got good grades. I don’t know if it meant 
that I was good at it. I found a way to get a decent grade in math. It was 
one of those subjects I didn’t mind. 

Taylor Raddysh 

When I was younger, my grandpa was a firefighter, so that was 
something I kind of wanted to do. Once hockey kind of worked out, kind 
of forgot about that. I guess if I wasn’t playing hockey, it’d be something 
along those lines. When you have your dad, your grandpa or older 
brother, you want to follow in their footsteps sort of thing. Kind of what 
you see, you know. That’s something with my family. We all saw how 
hard he worked, and he was actually a captain in the Toronto area at a 
fire station. It was something my mom always talked about in his life and 
her childhood, so it was something we learned about. 

Filip Roos 

Can I play another sport? I would probably like to play golf. Being out in 
the sun playing some golf, yeah, that would be pretty nice. Or soccer. I 
like soccer as well. Something like that. I was pretty good at both 
(growing up). 

Arvid Soderblom 

Chef, like working in a restaurant or something, would be cool. I’m not 
saying that I’m a great cook of food, but I kind of enjoy it sometimes. (I 
can cook) steak or some pasta dish or something. 

Alex Stalock 

There’s a lot I would like to do. I think (being) a fishing guide in northern 
Minnesota. Something I still enjoy to do. You get compensated to do it — 
go out and fish and everything. I’m OK (as a fisher). I know enough about 
it. But I like the social aspect of it. Be in the boat with your buddies, 
having fun, kind of similar to what you’re doing in the locker room. 
There’s a lot of guys up in Minnesota that make a good living doing that. 

Jarred Tinordi 

Probably something outdoors, working with my hands, something like 
that. I like building stuff. Construction or something like that. 
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Eric Staal’s presence showing up on scoresheet as Panthers try to snap 
seasonlong rut 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

DECEMBER 26, 2022 11:38 AM 

 

When the Florida Panthers brought Eric Staal to training camp as a 
professional tryout, they knew they might not be able to sign the veteran 
center right away. They wanted Staal on the roster, but they were already 
up against the salary cap with just 20 players under contract. There was 
no wiggle room. 

When the Panthers were finally able to sign Staal when star defenseman 
Aaron Ekblad went on long-term injured reserve three games into the 
season, they weren’t expecting anything flashy from the 38-year-old. He 
would center the team’s fourth line, be a big body on the ice and provide 
stability and a veteran presence to a youth-laden forward group. 

Two months later? Staal is proving to be a valuable role player for the 
Panthers on and off the ice as the team has seen its forward depth 
diminish due to injuries and illness. The 18-year NHL veteran is a key 
player on Florida’s penalty kill, has moved up from the fourth line to the 
third and is seeing occasional time on the power play as well. 

And he’s producing on the scoresheet now, too. After going without a 
point through his first 16 games, Staal has eight points (three goals, five 
assists) in the month of December. Only Matthew Tkachuk (11 points), 
Sam Reinhart (10 points) and Carter Verhaeghe (nine points) have 
produced more points than Staal this month. 

“Honestly, I am here to play a role and contribute in any way I can,” Staal 
said after scoring his first goal of the season on Dec. 11 against the 
Seattle Kraken. “I have been asked to penalty kill a lot, and I try to take a 
lot of pride in that and do a good job with the guys. But obviously, it is 
always nice to contribute offensively and score. I’ve been able to do that 
for the most part of my whole career. It took a little while to get that first 
one, but hopefully for myself, that opened the floodgates a little bit to help 
me relax the shoulders and just be able to get a few more for this group 
as we keep moving forward.” 

But can Staal’s renaissance play a factor for the Panthers as they try to 
break their first-half rut? 

The Panthers are 15-16-4, seven points behind the Tampa Bay Lightning 
for third place in the Atlantic Division and eight points behind the 
Washington Capitals for the second Eastern Conference wild card spot. 
Florida has lost three in a row and six of its past eight games. 

“With where we’re at, you’ve got to fight and claw to get points,” Staal 
said. “Those have been difficult here for the last little bit.” 

Staal’s pedigree and accolades are well known. More than 1,300 games 
played. More than 1,000 points. A Stanley Cup. Gold medals at both the 
World Championships (2007) and Winter Olympics (2010) with Team 
Canada. Captain for Team Canada at the 2022 Winter Olympics, a role 
he took after deciding to take off the 2021-22 NHL season. 

But the 6-4, 195-pound center plays without an ego. He knows he’s not 
getting the big minutes anymore, so he tries to make the most of the time 
he does get on the ice each night. 

His current linemates, wingers Nick Cousins and Ryan Lomberg, 
certainly have noticed. 

“He’s been coming on here the last couple weeks,” Cousins said. “It’s 
been fun to play with him. He’s obviously a big body, played a lot of 
games in this league and is a Stanley Cup winner. He’s really good on 
faceoffs and helps our line start with the puck. He’s been a lot of fun to 
play with.” 

“He’s the definition of a pro,” Lomberg added, comparing Staal to another 
NHL great in Joe Thornton, who played with the Panthers last season. 
“He’s always in the right spots, doing the right things. He’s an easy guy to 
play with.” 

ROSTER MOVES 

The Panthers sent forwards Grigori Denisenko and Givani Smith as well 
as defenseman Matt Kiersted to AHL Charlotte at the start of the NHL’s 
Christmas break. 
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This could signal the potential returns of Aleksander Barkov, Chris 
Tierney and Radko Gudas, all of whom have missed extended time with 
injury, when Florida resumes its schedule on Thursday against the 
Montreal Canadiens. 

Barkov, the Panthers’ captain and top center, missed the Panthers’ final 
three games before the break with a lower-body injury. Before that, 
Barkov also missed seven games in an eight-game span with an illness. 
Tierney has missed five consecutive games. Gudas, one of the Panthers’ 
top defensemen this season, has missed 10 games with a concussion. 

The team has not provided an update on Ekblad, who left Friday’s game 
against the New York Islanders in the first period with an upper-body 
injury. 

Wingers Patric Hornqvist and Anthony Duclair, meanwhile, remain on 
long-term injured reserve. 
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FHN Florida Panthers Wrap: Rough Week for the Cats 

 

Published 19 hours ago on December 26, 2022By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers hoped to start their holiday week off with a bang 
and instead all of it was just a dud. 

The Panthers ended up going 0-3 this past week, opening up with a 5-2 
loss in Boston with losses to New Jersey and the Islanders mixed in. 

Florida has now lost six of its past eight as it was outscored 16-6 during 
its current losing streak. 

The Panthers return from their holiday break on Tuesday afternoon with 
the Montreal Canadiens in town on Thursday night. 

Florida, as we noted earlier today, are not exactly getting a break in 
action upon returning. 

Although the Panthers could get Sasha Barkov and Radko Gudas back 
this week, we do not know about Aaron Ekblad just yet. 

The Panthers also get back-to-backs against the Canadiens and 
Hurricanes with the New York Rangers here on New Year’s Day. 

According to PowerRankingsGuru.com, the Panthers have the ninth 
most-difficult schedule remaining in the NHL. 

TODAY 

We take a look at where the Panthers are coming out of the Christmas 
break. 

I they are not in a good spot, that’s for sure. 

Florida has played 35 games and sit pretty far out of a playoff spot 
despite playing the most of any team within the Atlantic Division. 

Making the playoffs is not going to be easy for this team and they are 
starting to run out of time. 

— The Panthers have had the past few days off, but if you missed 
Matthew Tkachuk’s scathing postgame remarks from Friday night, visit 
our FHN YouTube Channel either by clicking below to go RIGHT HERE. 

SUNDAY 

Two Panthers who are probably enjoyed this break was Eric and Marc 
Staal as they spent their first Christmas together as NHL teammates. 

The two Staal brothers spent Christmas in Fort Lauderdale with their 
families. 

— The Panthers went into last year’s Christmas break riding a three-
game losing streak but that’s where the similarities really end between 
that team and this one. 

SATURDAY 

So, in case you missed it, Tkachuk was not happy with the Panthers after 
a lackluster loss to the Islanders in New York on Friday night. 

When you use words like ‘cheated,’ you ain’t thrilled that’s for sure. 

FRIDAY 

The Panthers took a 1-0 lead against the Islanders thanks to a nice job in 
front from Tkachuk but were not good in the final two periods in a 5-1 
loss. 

It was not pretty at times. 

— Ekblad left the game Friday night after a small scrum behind the net 
with an apparent shoulder injury and did not return. 

— Colby Guy took your hottest takes and went through and gave his 
responses to them. This was before the Panthers lost to the Islanders. 
He probably should have waited a day. Ugh. 

— Givani Smith had a busy week. First, he was traded to the Panthers 
on Monday. He played with the Charlotte Checkers on Thursday night 
and was called up to play for Florida against the Islanders on Friday 
night. 

— So, did you wonder why Paul Maurice left Spencer Knight in Monday’s 
loss to the Bruins? He explains the thought process. 

THURSDAY 

Tkachuk took exception to Nico Hischier taking out Barkov’s knee in their 
game last Saturday in Newark and made sure he knew that at the end of 
Wednesday’s game in Sunrise. 

“We obviously were not happy with that play and we still don’t have 
Barkov back,” Tkachuk said. 

“It is frustrating for us. We know (Hischier) isn’t a dirty player but we did 
not like that play at all. You really can’t do anything crazy anymore but I 
thought our team did a good enough job making it clear we were not 
happy with that.” 

WEDNESDAY 

The Panthers held a lead going into the third period against the Devils on 
Wednesday night — but watched New Jersey battle back and get a nice 
win on Andrew Brunette Night in Sunrise. 

— Patric Hornqvist is eligible to come back off long-term injured reserve 
Thursday but Maurice said he may be out longer after suffering his 
second concussion within the span of a month. 

With Anthony Duclair skating again, the Panthers could certainly use 
Hornqvist’s salary cap relief although Duclair is still a ways away from a 
return. 

— Anton Lundell made his return to the Panthers’ lineup against the 
Devils. 

— Sam Reinhart has been heating up for Florida after a slow start to his 
season. 

TUESDAY 

The Panthers showed some fight in roaring back from a 4-0 hole against 
the Bruins but could not come all the way back in a 7-3 loss. 

Florida scored three goals within a span of 5:20 in the second period but 
the Bruins ended up pulling away. 
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LAST MONDAY 

Florida was part of a three-way trade, sending defenseman Michael Del 
Zotto to Anaheim and getting Smith back from the Red Wings. 

— Zac Dalpe has been chasing his NHL dream since leaving Ohio State 
in 2010. 

He has certainly looked good on his most recent stint with the Panthers. 

Dalpe was sent back to Charlotte this weekend but he may be back 
sooner than later. 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

MONTREAL CANADIENS AT FLORIDA PANTHERS  

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida, ESPN+ 

Radio: WPOW 96.5-FM2; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-
FM (Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

Last season: Florida won 3-1 

All-time regular season series: Florida leads 51-38-11, 6 ties 

Up Next for the Panthers: Dec. 30 at Carolina Hurricanes, 7:30 p.m. 
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Where do the Florida Panthers Stand Right Now? It’s Not Good 

 

Published 23 hours ago on December 26, 2022By George Richards  

 

For those of you who have watched the Florida Panthers this season, it 
comes as no surprise that the team has not lived up to expectations. 

Although no one thought this team would continue its high-flying scoring 
pace of last season — which was highest in the NHL in 20 years — or 
end with the league’s best record again, they certainly should have been 
better than this. 

And yet here we are. 

The Panthers went into the Christmas break in a bit of a tailspin. 

Florida has now lost three consecutive games for the third time this 
season and have dropped six of its past eight. 

Do not even bother looking at the standings. 

Those will not make you feel better. 

Although NHL coaches have said over the years that they do not pay 
attention to the standings, everyone knows that is not true. 

Players and coaches all know exactly where they stand, doing quick 
math in their head in order to figure out what they need to do to stay 
where they are at — or, in Florida’s case now — what they need to get 
back into this thing. 

”We need to start winning games,” Matthew Tkachuk said on Thursday, 
before he lashed out following the Panthers’ sleepy 5-1 loss to the 
Islanders on Friday. 

“We have to keep ourselves in the race and we are going to have to go 
on a run. Unfortunately we are under .500 right now which puts us behind 

a lot of teams almost halfway through the season. At some point, we 
need to get on a run to pull ourselves back up. Who knows how long that 
run needs to be, but we are not in an ideal spot right now. We need wins 
until we get healthy again.” 

Florida won its division last season, spacing itself from the pack as the 
season went on and ended up leading Toronto by seven points in the 
Atlantic. 

The Panthers figured they were good enough to be in the top three this 
season despite all of their changes in both personnel and strategy. 

That does not appear to be the case barring a minor miracle. 

Boston and Toronto look like teams which have already punched tickets 
to the postseason as the 1-2 teams in the division. 

Tampa Bay has a comfortable lead in third with a six-point cushion on 
Detroit and seven on the Panthers. 

Not only that, but the Panthers have played 35 games already — more 
than anyone else in the Atlantic. 

Florida is on pace for 80 points, certainly not good enough for anything 
aside from a long offseason. 

Coach Paul Maurice has often said he is trying to change the Panthers’ 
style of play that is conducive to postseason hockey — a line critics have 
pounced on as the team has struggled. 

”It is the continual mindset of what will this look in the playoffs,” Maurice 
said. “That quote is going to be taken out and ‘you have to make the 
playoffs.‘ Yeah, I get all that. But there is not point in making it without a 
game you can win with.” 

The Panthers expect to have a boost coming out of the break what with 
the potential return of captain Sasha Barkov and defenseman Radko 
Gudas from injury. 

Florida could also get Anthony Duclair back around the All-Star break. 

But things only get tougher once Florida returns this week. 

The Panthers have a back-to-back against Montreal and in Carolina 
starting Thursday and then comes January where nine of 15 are on the 
road with six of those nine coming against current playoff-holders. 

Florida does have a large chunk of their home schedule from February 
on but will the Panthers be out of it by then? 

With their next three first-round picks already traded elsewhere 
(Montreal, Philadelphia and Calgary own them) and salary cap concerns, 
no one expected the Panthers to be serious buyers at this year’s trade 
deadline. 

Could they be sellers? 

If things continue down this path, they will be, yes. 

The Panthers have only won two consecutive games three times this 
season and have yet to go on any sort of a winning streak. 

That does not bode well for a team which considers itself better than their 
record. 

But records are what count. 

So do the standings. 

Florida will be, realistically, only able to get in with one of the two wild 
card spots and will be battling with a handful of teams to get it. The 
Panthers are currently eight points behind Washington for the final spot. 

There are plenty of points out there for the Panthers to claim. 

But they better hurry up and start getting some of them. 

Time waits for no team. 
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“We have played good enough hockey to win and some of these games 
have been frustrating,” Tkachuk said. 

“Unfortunately we put ourselves in this situation where we have to 
scoreboard watch this early in the season and it sucks. There is nothing 
we can do about what happened, we just need to move forward and get 
on a run here. There are a bunch of us fighting for one or two spots. We 
need to get going.” 
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NHL’s worst performances of 2022: Bad deals, on-ice blunders and 
plenty of Blackhawks stuff 

 

Shayna Goldman and Dom Luszczyszyn 

 

With the good, comes the bad. 

While the vibes were good around the NHL with standout performances 
and historic moments, they were putrid elsewhere. Teams mismanaged 
assets, players put up dreadful performances, and terrible calls defined 
games. 

So, with 2022 coming to a close, we’re breaking down the worst of the 
calendar year. 

Worst Trade: Chicago Blackhawks (twice) 

This one is a tie, because it’s a pair of trades — both made by the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

Yes, we understand Chicago’s “plan” to shamelessly tank like no team 
has shamelessly tanked before. It’s an awe-inspiring, all-in tank move 
that left the team with very little chance of doing anything good during the 
2022-23 season. It put the Blackhawks in a very good position to secure 
the first pick and the rights to Connor Bedard. 

But did they really need to trade a 24-year-old sniper capable of scoring 
40 goals and their third overall pick from just three years ago — all for 75 
cents on the dollar? 

Without the benefit of hindsight, both deals were widely panned. Surely 
those two players could be future cornerstone pieces and an important 
part of the rebuild, but the idea at the time was that the duo of Alex 
DeBrincat (dealt to Ottawa) and Kirby Dach (to Montreal) might make this 
team “too” good to fully compete for last overall. 

Five months later that’s looking pretty damn silly. Yes, the Anaheim 
Ducks exist, but the Blackhawks are reaching a level of futility that not 
even DeBrincat and Dach could’ve solved. The duo have played some 
strong hockey for their respective clubs and have been worth 1.5 
combined wins. Add that to Chicago’s total and the Blackhawks are still 
playing at a 57-point pace while being projected to finish with the 
league’s worst record. 

This team would’ve been bad regardless, and that takes away the only 
good reason to make the trade happen in the first place. You know 
what’s better than a core built around Bedard? A core built around 
Connor Bedard, Alex DeBrincat and Kirby Dach. Maybe the picks 
acquired for the duo will match what those two bring to the table, but 
that’s not the likeliest scenario. 

Honorable Mentions: Florida trades a first-plus for Ben Chiarot, Nashville 
trades for Ryan McDonagh’s contract, Nashville trades a second for 
Jeremy Lauzon 

Worst Signing: Jack Campbell, Oilers 

There were a lot of terrible options for this one with two big-ticket 
contracts to arguably replacement-level defensemen and another for the 
product of Artemi Panarin. But it’s hard to beat five years and $5 million 
for a goalie who almost immediately lost the starting job he was paid 
handsomely for on what was supposed to be a contending team. 

Jack Campbell seems like the nicest human in the entire world, a man 
who has incredible Golden Retriever energy and is extremely easy to 
root for. We both hope he turns it around, because the hockey world is a 
better place when Jack Campbell is smiling after a great game. 
Unfortunately, there haven’t been too many reasons to smile for him after 
Oilers games this season. Campbell is sporting an ugly .876 with 12.3 
goals allowed above expected, the latter of which is the third-worst mark 
in the league. He’s being paid like a starter, but is delivering nothing 
close to that level of value. 

Campbell is a very streaky goalie whose game is built on confidence. 
There’s a chance he turns this around. But the risk was always there for 
Edmonton starting last season. On the surface, Campbell had a solid 
.914 save percentage last season, but that number was obfuscated by a 
strong Leafs defense in front of him. Campbell allowed seven goals 
above expected last season, one of the lesser marks in the league. From 
January onward, he was the league’s worst goalie, and that’s only 
continued this season. 

The cap hit would’ve been OK to stomach on its own, but the five-year 
commitment is by far the bigger problem. That’s now looking like a 
massive burden through McDavid’s prime years, a blunder that has the 
potential to set the franchise back at the worst possible time. Goalies are 
tricky to predict, and we hope Campbell can regain his 2021 form, but 
2022 has been an awful year for him, and that contract is looking like the 
league’s worst. 

Honorable Mentions: Erik Gudbranson, Ben Chiarot, Ryan Strome 

Worst Value: Seth Jones, Blackhawks 

We don’t mean to pile on the Blackhawks here, but you had to figure a 
“Worst Of” list would heavily feature one of the league’s most inept 
teams. The team’s downfall reached its climax with a pair of terrible 
trades at the draft, but it was set in motion one year prior with one very 
extremely risky gamble: that Seth Jones was the missing piece to a 
return to the playoffs. Whoops! 

Jones — despite scarlet red flags and enormous warning signs — is not 
that guy. He is a good player, maybe even a great player, and definitely 
much better than his results in Chicago suggest. But he’s not that guy. 
He’s not the true, elite No. 1 defenseman that could’ve maybe put 
Chicago over the edge back into a playoff spot. Part of the issue was that 
the team already in place was much worse than Chicago thought, but 
Jones wasn’t exactly the tide that lifted all boats either. 

He was brought in and paid to be a franchise defenseman, which created 
an enormous bar to clear. A $9.5 million per-year deal is a lot to live up 
to, and Jones is not living up to his end of it now that it’s kicked in for the 
2022-23 season. 

As difficult as Jones’ situation is from a quality of competition and 
teammate standpoint, it’s very difficult to justify his numbers over the 
calendar year in any shape or form. In 68 games through Dec. 15, Jones 
had 37 points, but in that time has earned just 45 percent of the expected 
goals while being outscored 75-39. There’s some bad luck in the latter 
number, sure, but they still aren’t numbers you’d ever expect from a stud 
defender. They’re not numbers a team pays nearly $10 million for. 

Maybe Jones will finally prove he’s the guy one day on a team that can 
put a strong supporting cast around him. But the guys who can really 
deliver at that price tag usually don’t need help to get there either. 

Honorable Mentions: Marc-Edouard Vlasic, Milan Lucic, Jakub Voracek 

Worst Game: Vladislav Gavrikov, Blue Jackets 

The four worst individual single-game performances of 2022, in terms of 
game score, all come against one opponent: the Hurricanes. 
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That’s who Vladislav Gavrikov went up against, with the Blue Jackets, on 
New Year’s Day. Columbus took a 4-0 lead over Carolina, only to allow 
seven straight goals. 

It was a quiet night for the defender on the scoresheet, who mustered 
zero points, zero shots, two penalty minutes, and two hits. That first-
period penalty actually worked out for the Blue Jackets, too, since Gustav 
Nyquist scored short-handed while Gavirkov was on the bench. 

The problem was his play below the surface. At five-on-five, Carolina out-
shot the Blue Jackets 46-7 in Gavrikov’s minutes. The quality of those 
shot attempts earned him a lowly expected goal rate of just 11.3 percent. 
And the defenseman’s team was outscored 5-1 while he was on the ice. 
Having two giveaways on the night only hurt his case. 

Honorable Mentions: J.J. Moser (April 18), Adam Boqvist (Feb. 25) 

Worst Moment: Hockey’s toxic culture 

There isn’t just one moment for this one. There’s a collection of moments 
that unfolded over the last year that showed the toxicity of hockey culture 
— both in the NHL and on the international stage. Just scroll through 
Katie Strang’s byline for a list of what’s gone wrong in hockey, and how 
these aren’t just isolated incidents. 

Charges are mounting against Michigan’s ‘Hockey Doc.’ Mel Pearson, 
the former men’s hockey coach at the University of Michigan, was 
accused of berating his staff and players. Two women said Reid Boucher 
solicited photos from a 15-year-old girl. And those are just some of the 
headlines from 2022. 

And then there’s everything surrounding Hockey Canada. There’s been a 
reckoning over their complete and utter failures over the last decade-plus 
that are coming to light. Much of it revolves around a sexual assault case 
that involved players from the 2018 World Junior team — a roster that 
features players who are now in the NHL. It was discovered that the 
organization has shielded itself financially by maintaining a fund to 
handle these claims. As more has come out about Hockey Canada’s 
wrongdoing along the way, there’s been a lack of accountability until 
sponsors got involved. 

The cherry on top to really round out a year was the Bruins’ signing of 
Mitchell Miller — a player who has not shown that he’s earned the 
privilege of playing in the best hockey league in the world. Boston failed 
to do their due diligence ahead of the signing process and prioritized 
adding a player with skill above all else. 

It’s been a long year filled with terrible moments that have put a spotlight 
on everything that’s wrong with hockey culture. For the most part, any 
news that comes out isn’t surprising. It’s all just disappointing — how 
many problems there are, how widespread it is, how many are fine with 
the status quo no matter who it affects, and the efforts that go into 
burying issues versus building upwards. It wasn’t long ago that there 
were vows across the NHL, and throughout hockey, to be better after the 
Kyle Beach situation with the Blackhawks was made public. 

The only hope is that hockey has to get worse before it gets better. That 
these situations are eye-opening to the fact that there are problems with 
hockey culture and this is happening everywhere. That denials and 
ignorance can become accountability and change. 

Honorable Mentions: Nothing comes close to how bad that was 

Worst Goal Against: Mike Smith, Oilers 

Oh, Mike Smith. This is honestly a category that’s primed for Smith 
gaffes. For as surprisingly strong as his 2021-22 season was, when the 
goaltender made a mistake, he made a mistake. This particular one 
came in the postseason, against the Flames — a series chock-full of 
goalie errors. Defender Rasmus Andersson cleared the puck from his 
own zone, and it somehow beat Smith after going the distance down the 
ice. That tied the score in the third period. The Oilers were lucky to come 
out with a win after that goal, but it wasn’t without stress along the way 
thanks to Smith. 

The best part may be how the goalie acknowledged the play after the 
game. “I can laugh now. I don’t think there has been a time in my career 
where I lost a puck and had no idea where it went,” Smith said. 

Somehow, we just don’t see how that’s humanly possible considering 
some of the goals the former Oilers’ starter has conceded. But go off, 
Mike Smith! 

Honorable Mention: Jacob Markstrom’s aggressive save that pulled him 
out of the crease, leading to a Montreal goal just 13 seconds into play 
(Dec. 1), Jordan Binnington conceding a goal to Jason Zucker (Dec. 3). 

Worst Giveaway: Jacob Markstrom, Flames 

We return to the Battle of Alberta, a series filled with chaos and suspect 
goaltending. This one really could have fit under ‘worst goal against’ for 
Markstrom, but it feels even more fitting here. 

There’s an art to goaltenders playing the puck. A goalie has to minimize 
risk whenever they maneuver outside the crease. It’s about timing and 
positioning, and not coughing up the puck when the goaltender is … not 
in the goal. It seems simple, right? 

Well, it’s not! 

Just ask Markstrom. For all the highlight-reel saves he makes — and 
probably has one of the highest rates of them, especially when he throws 
a windmill save to amp up the drama — there are quite a few glaring 
misses. 

Just 20 seconds into Game 4 in the Oilers-Flames second-round series, 
Markstrom misplayed the puck below the goal line. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
was able to capitalize, scoring early to give his team a 1-0 lead. That was 
a game Calgary eventually lost, 5-3, before being extinguished in the 
following game to end their season. 

Sometimes, a goaltender just needs to focus on tending the goal. 
Especially in the playoffs, in the early moments of the game when the 
stakes are so high. 

Honorable Mentions: Damon Severson versus the Flyers (Dec. 15), 
Columbus giving away Oliver Bjorkstrand to make room for Erik 
Gudbranson’s contract 

Worst Call: Disallowed goal in Oilers-Flames Game 5  

There are controversial calls on a nightly basis. Offside reviews always 
spark discussion, and no one truly knows what goalie interference is. But 
in the playoffs, when the pressure is particularly high, there’s more drama 
to go around. 

That was the case in a decisive Game 5 between the Oilers and Flames 
(yes, we’re back to the Battle of Alberta, a series that had a bit of 
everything). Blake Coleman scored what would have been the go-ahead 
goal for Calgary, with 5:57 left in regulation. But after review, the score 
was overturned for a kicking motion to keep the game tied, 4-4. While the 
kick certainly didn’t appear to be intentional, it’s debatable whether it was 
even a distinct kicking motion at all and whether the puck would have 
crossed the goal line regardless. 

Coleman on his disallowed goal: 

"I don't think I understand the rule. [I was] getting pushed, just trying to 
keep my foot on the ice…I felt like I was in the battle. My understanding 
is you can direct the puck, but you just can't kick. I didn't feel I kicked it." 

— Salim Nadim Valji (@salimvalji) May 27, 2022 

It would have been a bad call in any situation, but it was even worse here 
because of the impact it had on the game and the series itself. A 
questionable call keeps the score tied in the third, which leads to 
overtime where the Flames’ season ended. 

Honorable Mentions: Stanley Cup Final too many men in overtime Game 
4, Cale Makar onside and Connor McDavid offside, Justin Holl Game 7 
pick, Tyler Motte ghost high stick, Coyotes missed icing vs. Bruins 
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Worst Take: Digital ads are actually good  

Every year is full of awful takes, and we’ve cataloged a few in our list of 
honorable mentions. But one stands alone comfortably above the rest. 

How dumb does Gary Bettman think hockey fans are to deliver this kind 
of nonsense? 

Bettman says that digital dasherboard ad backlash is a “non-issue” 
because their polling indicates fans find games more watchable with 
those digital ads replacing physical ones. 

— Greg Wyshynski (@wyshynski) December 13, 2022 

There was a possibility that the digital ads might be OK when they were 
first announced if the claims that they were unobtrusive and seamless 
were true. They were not. From the get-go, the digital ads have been an 
absolute nightmare — whether they work as intended or not. 

The digital ads are a trainwreck even when they work properly, with 
moving ads that distract your brain from actually watching the game. It’s 
unnatural, it’s taxing, it’s annoying and takes the focus, even if just for a 
split second, away from what we’re all there to actually watch. 

It’s tacky and makes the league look like it’s desperate for money, selling 
its soul for a quick buck. Want to know what makes money? More fans 
and more viewers — something a more enjoyable entertainment product 
leads to. The NHL, like most of the franchises operating within it, always 
seem to go for the short-term solution rather than actual long-term 
growth. The digital ads are a turnoff towards a deeply unserious league. 

And that’s when they work. 

The peak NHL thing is that oftentimes the tech running the ads just 
doesn’t function. There are nightly glitches where players, pucks or both 
just disappear into the boards. There are times where the boards are 
completely blacked out, which is cool in theory, but a nightmare if a puck 
goes anywhere near it. 

The whole thing makes the league look like a joke, and the commissioner 
had the audacity to not only suggest otherwise, but actually say that fans 
find the game more watchable? No chance. 

Honorable Mentions: Women only watch hockey for Tyler Seguin, “Skill it 
up,” Jack Campbell for Vezina, Devils to miss playoffs after a 16-3-0 
start, everyone calling the Bruins to miss playoffs, whoever wrote that 
Nick Suzuki had one of the worst contracts 

Worst Team: Anaheim Ducks 

The NHL has a trophy for the best team: the Stanley Cup (and if you’re a 
huge nerd, the Presidents’ Trophy). But where is the trophy for the 
league’s worst team? The NHL’s sacko? Fantasy leagues have it — it’s 
time for real leagues to follow suit and reward its worst teams with 
something other than first choice at the boy auction. 

So that’s what we’re here to do with the anti-Stanley Cup (we will award 
naming rights to the commenter with the most likes for their suggestion). 

There are four nominees in line for this honor, with stats through Dec. 15. 

Philadelphia Flyers: Worst points percentage at 0.341 

Anaheim Ducks: Worst goal differential at minus-107 

Arizona Coyotes: Worst expected goal differential at minus-97 and worst 
five-on-five expected goals percentage at 39.9 percent 

Chicago Blackhawks: Being the most embarrassing franchise 

It’s a very tough choice. Very tough. And while we wanted to dunk on the 
Blackhawks one last time before this piece ended, it’s just too difficult not 
to go with a team that actually thought it might be good this season: the 
Anaheim Ducks. 

The Ducks were right there with the Flyers in terms of worst points 
percentage, but their much more futile goal differential and expected goal 

differential give them the edge. Combine that with a sheer inability to win 
in regulation and an offseason that suggested this team was ready to 
take the next step forward, and Anaheim becomes the clear choice. And 
apparently, they’re very content in this position and intend to finish the 
year out as poorly as possible. 

Congrats to the Anaheim Ducks, you were 2022’s absolute worst team. 

Honorable Mentions: Philadelphia Flyers, Chicago Blackhawks, Arizona 
Coyotes 
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NHL99: Pavel Bure was a showman — and in many ways a mystery 

 

Thomas Drance 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Pavel Bure is one of NHL’s greatest goal scorers and remains one of the 
most elusive stars in hockey history. An air of glamour and mystery clung 
to Bure at every stage of his career — from his contested selection at the 
1989 NHL Entry Draft, through his holdout and public trade request in 
1998, all of it heightened by his presence on gossip pages through the 
1990s. 

The fog around Bure has only thickened in retirement. Even among 
former NHL greats, he remains uniquely inaccessible. 

When the NHL celebrated the top 100 players in hockey history as part of 
the league’s centennial celebrations at the 2017 NHL All-Star Game, 
Bure was the only living player named who wasn’t present. 

Intensely private, Bure was nonetheless mobbed by fans in his playing 
days. At the height of “Pavelmania” in Vancouver, those close to Bure at 
the time remember scenes when he was quite literally chased down the 
streets like a 1970s rock star. 

Bure, at his peak, hit a level of celebrity that’s rare for hockey players 
today. 

Through the drama, the scrutiny and the attention, what made Bure such 
a memorable player and personality was how he thought of himself and 
carried himself as a showman. 

He was competitive and he wanted to win, but he didn’t suppress the 
individuality of his game. 

What motivated him, what drove him to great heights, what he saw as his 
job, was his ability to do something special. To get fans out of their seats. 
To show the world something it had never previously seen. 

“What I loved most was scoring goals,” Bure says. “And not just goals, 
but beautiful goals that fans would remember. 

“Every time I stepped on the ice, I wanted to do something that other 
people couldn’t do. I enjoyed that, and the fans enjoyed that as well. 
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“It’s like, for me, I’m not a big fan of other sports, but I remember I had a 
chance to meet Michael Jordan in Vancouver. And it didn’t matter that I 
wasn’t a big basketball fan. When I had a chance to see him play, I would 
go because he was doing stuff that no one else could do. That’s what I 
wanted to do.” 

Bure might not have been hockey’s answer to Michael Jordan, but he 
was a historically electric goal scorer. He ranks sixth all-time in goals 
scored per game, and of the players considered in The Athletic’s NHL99 
series, only Mike Bossy, Mario Lemieux and Auston Matthews scored 
goals at a higher per-game clip than Bure. That’s why he checks in at No. 
36 on our list of the top 100 NHL players since expansion. 

To really understand the appeal of Bure in his prime, it’s crucial to 
understand how he arrived to the NHL. 

Bure was a phenom of the Red Army system. By 16, he made his debut 
for CSKA Moskva’s senior team, a side made up of legends like Igor 
Larionov, Sergei Makarov, Viktor Krutov and Slava Fetisov. 

“The Red Army team, which was a team composed of the best from the 
entire Soviet Union, so it was the best hockey team in the world at the 
time,” Bure recalls. 

At the time, the Iron Curtain still hung over Europe and the hockey world. 
By the time Bure was selected controversially in the 1989 NHL Entry 
Draft by the Canucks — his eligibility was disputed, and the pick wasn’t 
confirmed by the NHL for over a year — only one player born in the 
Soviet Union had played in the NHL. And that player, Victor Nechayev, 
who played three games for the Kings during the 1982-83 campaign, 
wasn’t a star back in Russia. 

“Somebody told me that I’d been drafted,” Bure remembers of that day. 
“But I can’t recall exactly who told me. It was still the Soviet Union back 
then and guys couldn’t go and play in the NHL, so it really wasn’t a big 
deal in those days. 

“Just because you got drafted, it didn’t really matter, there was only a 
slim chance you’d ever get to go play in the NHL.” 

The hockey world was about to change, however, and that change came 
quickly. 

It began with Fetisov challenging the authority of Red Army coach Viktor 
Tikhonov and the Russian Army during a lengthy battle in order to join 
the Devils. Then the Flames and the Canucks secured — at exorbitant 
cost — the release of Larionov, Makarov and Krutov from the Red Army 
team prior to the 1989-90 campaign. 

By the early 1990s, the exodus of elite players from the Red Army team 
picked up. 

The stories from that time period read like something out of a John le 
Carré novel. Players such as Vladimir Konstantinov were declared 
terminally ill by bribed doctors in order to earn their discharge from the 
army, and were then transported to Eastern European countries for 
“treatment,” only to find Mike Illitch’s private plane waiting. Others, like 
Alexander Mogilny, were rushed in the front door of a home following an 
international tournament, only to exit out the back door in the presence of 
NHL team officials, pursued by agents assumed by all to be from the 
KGB. 

“Probably after that World Junior Championship in 1989,” Bure says of 
when he realized he might have a chance to play in the NHL himself. “I 
wasn’t even supposed to go there. I was three years younger and the 
coaches — including Viktor Tikhonov — told me I was too young. 

“They said, ‘You might get killed.’ But I got lucky. Someone got hurt, so I 
got to go to a tune-up tournament and I played well. After that he said, ‘I’ll 
let you go to the World Championship.’ It was great, I was named best 
forward, won a gold medal and I got to play with Alex and Sergei. In 
those days, we started talking about wanting to play in the NHL, and it 
was after that tournament that I decided I’d try and get to the NHL, too.” 

For the most part, the players exiting Russia were older. When Mogilny 
and Fedorov defected, however, the Red Army team moved quickly to 
lock up Bure to a lengthy contract and prevent him from departing. 

That deal, signed under duress (or so Bure and the Canucks would 
argue in court), needed to be invalidated before Bure could appear in a 
game for the Canucks. Then-Canucks assistant general manager Brian 
Burke managed the complicated legal mechanics, selecting Michigan as 
the jurisdiction to challenge the validity of Bure’s Red Army contract. 

It’s a sign of those complicated times that the court in Michigan, which 
had the power to nullify Bure’s Red Army contract, could also make Bure 
a free agent. Burke spearheaded Bure’s case, but the Canucks were also 
prepared to contest the ruling if necessary. 

While Bure awaited the result of that trial, he trained in Los Angeles with 
his father, Vladimir, and his brother, fellow longtime NHL winger Valeri. 
They attended recordings of television shows, stayed sharp with 
extended hockey training sessions and posed on rollerblades in Santa 
Monica for Upper Deck. 

Finally, midway through the 1991-92 campaign, Bure was permitted to 
join the Canucks and make his NHL debut. And immediately, his speed 
and nose for the net electrified the imagination of hockey fans. 

“I was nervous before my first NHL game, but I started to play 
professional when I was 16,” Bure recalls of his NHL debut against the 
Jets. “I had experience, not as a kid or a junior, but as a professional. So 
I was nervous because I’d come to Vancouver and it was the best league 
in the world, but I also knew that I’d played against this caliber of guys for 
years. So I just went out and played the game.” 

Bure didn’t register a point in his debut, but as the Russian Rocket lifted 
off, drawing seven minutes in penalties and cutting through Jets 
defenders at will for three breakaways in that debut performance, it was 
obvious that Bure’s talent was special. 

“I couldn’t speak any English, so that was the most difficult thing,” Bure 
says. He spoke to the media through an interpreter for the entirety of his 
first season. 

“I got lucky though. Igor Larionov was playing in Vancouver and he’d 
translate stuff for me. There were older guys too that helped me, and 
then also Gino Odjick, who was my age, but helped me a lot.” 

Bure went on to win rookie of the year for his first partial NHL campaign, 
before adding consecutive 60-goal seasons and 16 goals in 24 playoff 
games in 1994, leading the Canucks to Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final 
— in which Vancouver fell just short against the Rangers. 

During that playoff series in 1994, reports surfaced that Bure had 
threatened to hold out if the club wouldn’t renegotiate his contract. Then-
Canucks coach and general manager Pat Quinn ultimately repudiated 
those reports in full on “Hockey Night in Canada,” but Bure felt that 
management had leaked the story. 

In truth, the contract had been agreed to prior to the playoffs, but those 
reports were the final straw in a rapidly deteriorating relationship. Though 
it took several years to play out in full, Bure was determined to be traded 
from that point on. It finally came to a head with his holdout to start the 
1998 season and his eventual trade, in January 1999, to the Panthers. 

Before that drama could unfold, however, Bure suffered a devastating 
knee injury in 1996. He was never quite the same player again — 
although it didn’t stop him from producing 50-goal seasons three more 
times in 1998, 1999 and 2000. 

“I had to adapt, which is normal,” Bure says. “When I was 20 or 23, I was 
taking more chances. Later, I had to pick my spots to score goals, 
because I’d already had a bunch of surgeries. And there were specific 
moves — like later in my career, if I had to turn really sharply and take a 
chance, when I was older I wouldn’t do it anymore, I’d just have to find 
different ways to score goals.” 
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Bure burned brightly in the NHL. He was like Bobby Orr a generation 
prior or Connor McDavid today, the fastest and most powerful skater 
relative to his peers, and the level of control he exerted over games as a 
result was wonderful to watch. 

Now, back in his native Russia, Bure focuses on his wife and his kids. 
He’s a father of three. He used to skate regularly with the Russian-based 
legends he came up with, but of late, those skates have been few and far 
between. 

And he’s at peace with his complicated legacy. 

“Hockey is a big part of my life, but it’s not everything. There are other 
things, my family and my friends,” Bure says. “So for me, there’s a few 
things that I didn’t accomplish and a few things where I overachieved. It’s 
hard to pick one thing. I don’t have a biggest regret and I don’t have just 
one thing that I’m proud of. Some of the stuff that happened to me was 
great, and some of the things were not so good. 

“The older you get, the more experience you have in life, you realize that 
when things happen that you don’t control, it’s not about what happens, 
it’s about how you react.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.27.2022 

1263565 Websites 

 

Ryan Reynolds, Jays’ booth and a major launch: English Canada’s top 
media stories to watch in 2023 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

 

In the United States, the long-predicted future of sports television has 
begun to unfold through a series of news alerts, and it has very little to do 
with television. YouTube, Apple and Amazon have begun to flex their 
financial muscle in acquiring a series of eye-popping sports rights deals. 

There are still another three seasons remaining on one of the biggest 
Canadian broadcast rights deals — Sportsnet’s $5.232-billion contract 
with the NHL runs through the 2025-26 season — but telltale signs of the 
digital evolution have become clearer here, too. 

Independent podcasters have rushed to fill a vacuum in markets where 
legacy sports radio has retreated, along with others who compete head-
to-head with mainstream brands in major markets. Canadian fans have 
also become accustomed to looking online for the coverage they seek. 

As the calendar turns, The Athletic highlights five stories to watch unfold 
across the sports media landscape in English Canada over 2023. 

The Ottawa Deadpools 

In November, Canadian actor Ryan Reynolds confirmed his interest in 
acquiring a piece of the Ottawa Senators during an appearance on “The 
Tonight Show” with Jimmy Fallon. He wanted to become part of a 
consortium: “I need a sugar mommy or a sugar daddy, and if that doesn’t 
work out, I’ll buy a U.S. senator, which anyone can afford,” Reynolds 
said. 

Earlier this month, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman told reporters “more 
than a dozen” parties were looking into a potential purchase of the team. 
He also said he had met with Reynolds, and that “if we can figure out a 
way to have him included, I think that would be great for the Senators, 
and I think that would be great for the league.” 

Reynolds has more than 20 million followers on Twitter (the Senators 
have 615,000), but that is only a fraction of his overall media footprint. 
Audiences in North America have learned about Wrexham A.F.C. — a 
storied, struggling Welsh soccer team — solely because Reynolds found 
a way to make them care. (The club reported merchandise sales soared 
to more than $590,000 over a one-month period earlier this year — from 

about $100,000 over the same time a year earlier — after the 
documentary series “Welcome to Wrexham” went to air.) 

The Senators are not based in a Welsh town, but their brand has 
endured some tough times in Ottawa, and it might benefit from a bit of 
gloss. Whatever Reynolds might have told Bettman in their meeting, and 
whatever plans he might have, it would become a major story to follow in 
Ottawa, and beyond. 

Mendes: Ryan Reynolds wants a piece of the Senators. The NHL needs 
to make sure it happens 

The Blue Jays’ booth 

On Dec. 2, Sportsnet issued a statement that it was “parting ways” with 
Pat Tabler, a long-time colour voice with the Blue Jays. No detail was 
provided around the nature of the “parting” from either Tabler or the 
network, but broadcast partner Buck Martinez provided some clarity two 
weeks later. 

In an appearance on The Bob McCown Podcast, Martinez said Tabler 
“was blindsided” when told that Sportsnet would not invite him to return in 
2023. Martinez said the news also caught him by surprise. 

“We were both at the end of a contract, and his wasn’t picked up,” 
Martinez told McCown and co-host John Shannon. “It kind of reflects the 
world today, where experience isn’t valued, and consistency isn’t valued, 
and loyalty isn’t valued.” 

In an earlier interview with the Globe and Mail, Martinez hinted he was 
considering retirement, but in the interview with McCown, he suggested 
he was closing in on a new contract with Sportsnet. Both of those 
developments raise questions about how the booth might evolve when 
the Blue Jays return to the field, and whether the long-term trend is 
toward a television booth with Dan Shulman and Joe Siddall. 

A major launch 

In October, Hailey Salvian reported the Professional Women’s Hockey 
Players’ Association was aiming to have a new league ready to launch 
for the 2023-24 season. It would not have any affiliation with the existing 
professional league — the Premier Hockey Federation — and organizers 
hope it provides a long-awaited, sustainable home for the best players in 
the women’s game. 

“The part that excites us so much about this investor group is that they 
not only are aligned on our vision, but they believe we actually deserve a 
little bit more,” PWHPA board consultant Liz Knox told Salvian. “So it’s 
taking longer because when it gets here and it’s fully cooked, it’s gonna 
be a league of its own.” 

In 2022, more Canadians tuned in to watch the women’s gold medal 
hockey game than any other event at the Beijing Olympics. (The CBC 
drew an audience of 2.7 million around midnight ET, with Canada en 
route to a 3-2 win over its arch-rivals from the United States.) 

Three Canadian networks — TSN, Sportsnet and the CBC — have 
broadcast games from PWHPA this season. It is not clear which might be 
in the lead to carry games for the new league, and become home to star 
players such as Marie-Philip Poulin, in 2023. 

PWHPA still working toward a new women's pro hockey league: 'We're 
really optimistic' 

Grounded Leafs 

There was a game in Florida last season, and Leafs radio voices Joe 
Bowen and Jim Ralph were not in Florida. They were calling the game 
from a studio back in Toronto, wholly reliant on the camera work down at 
the rink, when something went wonky with the feed. 

For a while, they were reduced to one camera view, which was too far 
removed to make any sense of what was unfolding on the ice. And then 
their feed briefly switched to a soccer game. 
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The pair cover one of the most popular teams in the NHL, in the most 
populous city in Canada, but it has been a long time since they traveled 
with the team for games on the road. They have not been on the road 
since the pandemic, broadcasting games from studios at TSN and 
Sportsnet. 

Neither network committed to sending them on the road for the playoffs 
in 2022, but if the Leafs are finally able to win a playoff round this spring 
— their first since 2004 — would that change? 

Wanna bet? 

If you would like to wager on sports, Connor McDavid would like you to 
consider his betting app. So would Auston Matthews. Actor Jamie Foxx 
and that guy from “Breaking Bad” would also appreciate your business 
and, in Ontario, another outlet wants you to know that proceeds from its 
betting service are streamed into the public purse. 

All of them are talking to you, the sports television viewer, for what feels 
like every minute of every game you are watching. There is no escape, 
and there is no end in sight for the glut of advertising. 

Dr. Nigel Turner is an independent scientist at the Centre for Addiction 
and Mental Health, based in Toronto. Earlier this year, he suggested 
problem gaming would not become an “epidemic” due to the prevalence 
of the advertising but said that it would not be harmless, either. 

“People need to be aware that this is a way to lose money,” he said. “It 
can be fun, it can be exciting, but it can also be very financially damaging 
to people. There is a potential that people will lose their life’s savings if 
they don’t control how much they put into the game. 

“That information needs to be out there.” 

Chris Grove is a betting industry analyst based in the U.S., and he said 
betting companies would likely flood Canadians with advertising for “the 
next year or two,” before the market settled. One story to follow in 2023 is 
whether calls to reform the nascent market gain traction, and how that 
might impact the way companies attract new clients — and maintain 
existing users. 
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How Pearl Jam became the unlikely soundtrack to the Blackhawks’ 
golden age 

 

Mark Lazerus 

 

Patrick Sharp, looking so unnatural in the green and white of the Dallas 
Stars, took a knee on the United Center ice on Feb. 11, 2016, and 
craned his neck to watch the big scoreboard hanging high above. Not too 
long ago, there was nothing the Blackhawks loved more — or did better 
— than rousing tribute videos to returning ex-Blackhawks, and this one 
was a doozy. It lasted the entire television timeout. The crowd roared 
with each passing highlight of a big goal, each clip of a funny off-ice bit, 
each of the three times Sharp raised the Stanley Cup over his head. 

As the video — set to Pearl Jam’s “Elderly Woman Behind the Counter in 
a Small Town,” a melancholy ode to long-lost love — built to its emotional 
crescendo, tears filled Sharp’s eyes while Eddie Vedder howled, “My 
God, it’s been so long. Never dreamed you’d return.” 

Not long after the game, Sharp received a text. It was from Vedder, who 
told Sharp he saw the video online and that it was “beautiful.” 

“That was pretty awesome,” A.J. Dolan said, nearly seven years later. 

Was that the culmination of Dolan’s feverish, myopic, borderline comical 
and — let’s face it — slightly absurd quest to cram as much Pearl Jam as 

possible into the Blackhawks fan experience as the team’s former senior 
manager of game operations and entertainment? Or was it the time he 
played 10 — ten! — Pearl Jam songs in one game, on Dec. 20 of that 
same year, the day the band was voted into the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame? Or how about the time he got to the rink early and blasted 19 
consecutive full-length Pearl Jam songs — a full concert, basically — 
over the United Center sound system, just because he could? 

Brain of J. Do The Evolution. Eighteen and nineteen. #PearlJamCounter 
#ICantKeepUp 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) January 24, 2017 

Yes, “Chelsea Dagger” has been synonymous with the Blackhawks for 
the last 14 years as the team’s longstanding goal song. But it’s not The 
Fratellis who were the soundtrack of the greatest era in franchise history. 
It was Pearl Jam. 

For no real reason other than a few guys in the United Center control 
room wanted it to be. 

The trick, you see, to sneaking in five or six songs by the same, let’s say, 
less-relevant-than-it-used-to-be band in one hockey game is to get pretty 
obscure. We’re talking deep, deep cuts. Had Dolan and his team been 
blasting “Alive,” “Even Flow,” “Jeremy,” “Corduroy” and “Last Kiss” every 
night, even then-Blackhawks president John McDonough — whose only 
nighty musical insistence was “Juke Box Hero” by Foreigner, speaking of 
less-relevant bands — might have caught on. But when you’re throwing 
in “Breakerfall” or “W.M.A.” or “MFC” or “Mankind,” it’s pretty easy to 
sneak yet another Pearl Jam song by the boss. 

“If John McDonough knew I would try to get to four or five Pearl Jam 
songs a day, he would have said to stop it,” Dolan said with a laugh. “But 
he wouldn’t know three of them.” 

The goal was always simple: One Pearl Jam song per period, minimum. 
Throw in one during pregame and maybe another one or two during an 
intermission, and suddenly you’re pushing the bounds of reason. 

One time — one time — Dolan said his direct supervisor, vice president 
of marketing Pete Hassen, told him, “Dude, you’ve gotta calm down on 
the PJ.” Media relations director Brandon Faber, who initially hired Dolan 
as an intern just before the start of the 2008-09 season, “egged me on 
and loved it.” Once in a while, Dolan would get a note from McDonough 
deeming the music “a little too hard-rock alternative.” Well, yeah. While 
nearly every other rink around the league was drowning in brain-rattling 
EDM or generic modern pop and hip-hop, the United Center was 
bizarrely specific, spinning half a dozen Pearl Jam songs and two or 
three Tool tracks while sprinkling in a little Rage Against the Machine. 

The United Center opened in 1994, and never left. 

“It was a couple years there where we were cranking it out a lot,” Sharp 
said. “I remember. Some of the players didn’t like it. I know I loved it.” 

Kris Versteeg rebelled against all the Pearl Jam by creating a techno-
heavy warmups playlist to torment all the alt-rock fans in the building 
(players typically pick the warmup music, while the game-presentation 
staff runs the DJ booth during play). Brent Seabrook, everybody’s big 
brother, sarcastically anointed Dolan “vice president of music” for taking 
his job so seriously and, as was his wont, needled him relentlessly about 
it. Jonathan Toews would have preferred the Tragically Hip or Canada’s 
own alt-rock icons Our Lady Peace, instead, but suffered all the Pearl 
Jam with his usual stoicism. 

After a fight or post-whistle skirmish, the thumping “Animal” would play. 
When an opposing player started jawing at a referee, Dolan pulled out 
perhaps his most obscure tune, “Don’t Gimme No Lip,” from Lost Dogs, a 
double album of B-sides and rarities. He would find any excuse to throw 
yet another Pearl Jam song in there. 

“Sometimes, you’d notice,” Toews said, barely suppressing an eye roll. 

As for Sharp? 
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“He was all, ‘Keep it cranking, keep it cranking,’” Dolan said. 

How did it get to that point? Well, Dolan could say of his Pearl Jam 
fandom, in the lyrics of Vedder, that “It’s my blood.” Vedder grew up in 
north Chicago suburban Evanston, and Dolan’s dad was married to 
Vedder’s biological father’s sister for 10 years. Those steeped in Pearl 
Jam lore know well the tale of Eddie Severson Jr., who divorced Karen 
Vedder when Eddie was a baby. Eddie grew up believing Karen’s second 
husband was his biological father, only to learn the truth as a teenager 
after Severson died from multiple sclerosis (the song “Alive” tells this tale 
as part of a legendary — and fictionalized — trilogy of songs). So Dolan’s 
father was in fact Eddie Vedder’s uncle, and he grew particularly close 
with Severson as he was dying. 

During a nearly three-hour thunderstorm delay at a Pearl Jam concert at 
Wrigley Field in July of 2013, Sharp took Dolan backstage, and Dolan got 
to tell Vedder about their familial connection. 

“It was probably a great moment for A.J.,” Sharp said. “I just stayed out of 
the way and watched it go down.” 

Dolan, who left the Blackhawks in 2018 and just started a job touring the 
world and running event production for LIV Golf, was the driving force 
behind all the Pearl Jam, but he wasn’t alone. Hired in 2008 as a media 
relations intern, handing game notes and such to reporters in the press 
box — “I would have scrubbed toilets at that point,” he said — he quickly 
found kindred spirits in fellow Pearl Jam fan Sergio Lozano, the senior 
director of scoreboard operations, and Ray Kramer, the longtime United 
Center audio engineer. 

“We bonded over Pearl Jam right away,” Dolan said. 

These were still the freewheeling early days of Rocky 
Wirtz/McDonough/Jay Blunk management, and jobs were fluid. (Dolan 
was in the room when marketing intern Matthew Benjamin pitched 
“Chelsea Dagger” during the 2008 preseason when Blunk, then the 
executive vice president, put out a call for a new goal song.) 

Within a couple months, Dolan was in the DJ’s chair during games. By 
2011, he was calling the whole show, running game ops. McDonough 
famously ran a very button-downed operation. And if you’re going to have 
to wear a suit and tie every night just to blast some music, you might as 
well try to have some fun with it and see what you can get away with. 

“It was a very, very conservative organization,” Dolan said, laughing. 
“Music was our outlet of rebellion.” 

And they got away with a lot. McDonough and Blunk came from the Cubs 
and Wrigley Field, where pretty much the only music being played was 
on an organ. So while Dolan, Lozano and Kramer occasionally would get 
nudged in one direction or another — “not poppy enough” or “too hard” 
— Dolan said they were left alone “95 percent of the time.” 

It started with a Pearl Jam song every period. But within a couple of 
years, there were nearly 50 Pearl Jam songs in regular rotation. It 
became a running gag among fans and on social media, one fully 
embraced by reporters, in particular. The band caught wind of its 
surprising connection to Vedder’s hometown team as fans routinely 
tagged Pearl Jam on Twitter and, largely through Sharp’s celebrity, got to 
know the team a bit. 

The ridiculousness and the how-do-we-keep-getting-away-with-this 
nature of the playlists only fueled Dolan, Lozano, Kramer and eventually 
Mike Horn — who was hired as game presentation manager in 2016 — 
to play more and more, culminating with the night the band was voted 
into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. 

The playlist that night included nearly the entire “Vs.” album. A little more 
mainstream than usual, but hey, it was a special night. 

“We looked at each other and we’re like, ‘We’re getting to 10,’” Dolan 
said. “I don’t know how we’re going to do it, but we’re going to do it.” 

Leash. TEN! A new record. #PearlJamCounter 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) December 21, 2016 

Dolan left the Blackhawks to take a job in North Carolina in the fall of 
2018. He came back to Chicago for Thanksgiving that year and dropped 
in for a game, and his old pals in the game-ops booth serenaded him 
with four Pearl Jam songs, including his favorite, “Breath” — “the best 
song ever,” Dolan said. The music certainly hearkened back to the 
Blackhawks’ glory days better than the 8-3 loss to the Vegas Golden 
Knights did. 

You’ll still hear Pearl Jam at the United Center these days, but usually 
just once per game, and usually some mainstream hit. Other than a 
mysterious Pearl Jam-heavy game on Nov. 3 of this season, gone are 
the days of hearing “Breath” or “Rats” or “You Are” or “Unemployable” 
playing to a largely befuddled Blackhawks crowd. Still, the band and the 
team are forever linked now. Sharp is still tight with the band. Vedder 
was even at the wedding of Blackhawks broadcaster Caley Chelios, a 
family friend through his friendship with Blackhawks great Chris Chelios. 
The ties between band and team won’t be cut so easily. But it’ll surely 
never be like the 2010s again. 

The #PearlJamCounter gets a shout-out. Now if only if was back in the 6-
7 range every game like the old days! Clearly the key to the team's 
success. pic.twitter.com/gyv5uhsBn7 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) January 30, 2021 

Most fans chalk up the Blackhawks’ downturn to age, the salary cap, 
poor roster management, years of go-for-it trades depleting the prospect 
pool, to inevitability and the inexorable march of time. After all, glory and 
championships, like so many hearts and thoughts, fade away. 

But look a little closer and you see that the Blackhawks’ rise and fall 
coincided almost exactly with the rise and fall of Pearl Jam music being 
played at games — one of the great and most ridiculous running gags in 
game-ops history. 

“People knew that Pearl Jam was played an absurd amount at 
Blackhawks games,” Dolan said. “And I took great pride in that.” 
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NHL’s best performances of 2022: Conor McDavid, highlight-reel Tage, 
Avalanche fans and more 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman 

 

The year is coming to an end, and with that comes a reflection of the last 
12 months in the NHL — the good and the bad. 

This is the good: the goals, the saves, the players, the moments, and the 
vibes that made 2022 special. And why. With any list like this, there’s 
going to be a lot of snubs, worthy candidates for each category that 
deserve recognition. Hockey had many great goals, saves, players, 
moments and vibes — but only one could be the best. 

With 2022 coming to a close, here’s what stood above the rest. 

Best Forward: Connor McDavid, Oilers 

Most GSVA from Jan. 1 to Dec. 15 (playoffs included) 

Who else but the best player in the world? This is Connor McDavid’s 
world, we just live in it. McDavid didn’t win the 2022 Hart trophy, that was 
Auston Matthews. He didn’t win the Conn Smythe trophy either, that was 
Cale Makar. But for the totality of 2022, there was no player that 
delivered more value to their team than McDavid at 7.5 wins over 96 
games in which he’s scored 164 points. 
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Matthews had McDavid beat briefly to close out the 2021-22 regular 
season — even outscoring McDavid in fewer games — but ever since 
then, it’s been all McDavid. He’s been a man on a mission, starting with 
his playoff war path where he played at a nine-win pace — an unheard-of 
level of value during the postseason. Since the end of last regular 
season, McDavid has 99 points over 51 games. Absurd. 

No one does it better than McDavid, who needed just seven playoff 
games to completely shut down any talk last season that the crown for 
“best player in the world” was up for discussion. It’s not. It’s Connor’s. 

Honorable Mentions: Auston Matthews, Matthew Tkachuk 

Best Defenseman: Cale Makar, Avalanche 

Most GSVA from Jan. 1 to Dec. 15 (playoffs included) 

Cale Makar has single-handedly changed the way we think about 
defensemen. He is so much more than that, doing it all on every shift, 
and this year was the year his mythos fully arrived. Makar won his first (of 
likely many) Norris trophies and followed that up with a sublime playoff 
run, winning a Stanley Cup and a Conn Smythe. His trophy case is 
starting to fill up, with his postseason performance being the most 
marvelous of all: 29 points in just 20 games and excellent play-driving 
numbers. That’s unheard of for most forwards, let alone a guy manning 
the blue line. Makar is not just any guy though. Over the playoffs, he 
played at a seven-win pace. 

Makar isn’t up to his usual level yet this season, but he still ranks among 
the very best defenders in the league. Combine that with his epic second 
half and incredible playoffs and Makar was worth 7.1 wins in 2022, 
behind only McDavid — and two full wins ahead of the next best 
defenseman. Two! Scoring 115 points in 102 games as a rearguard while 
providing immense value at both ends of the ice will have that effect. 

He’s a generational talent, and 2022 was the year he proved that. 

Honorable Mentions: Adam Fox, Charlie McAvoy 

Best Goalie: Igor Shesterkin, Rangers 

Most GSAx from Jan. 1 to Dec. 15 (playoffs included) 

Igor Shesterkin was far and away the best goaltender in 2022. So much 
so that he wasn’t just a favorite (and the eventual winner) for the Vezina 
Trophy throughout 2021-22, but his name was even in the Hart Trophy 
conversation considering he was the key to the Rangers’ success. 

It was the busiest year of Shesterkin’s professional career, which 
included his first real taste of NHL playoff action. But he responded with 
elite play. The goalie earned a .935 save percentage and saved 37.2 
more goals than expected in 53 regular-season games in 2021-22. Not 
only did that lead the league, but it was about nine more than the next 
best. He gave his team a chance to win in 73 percent of his starts, with 
38 quality starts, and stole nine wins. That game-changing play carried 
into the playoffs, where he was his team’s backbone once again. The 
goalie saved a total of 23.2 goals in 20 games, which included 17 quality 
starts and five stolen wins. That’s a total of 60.4 goals saved above 
expected in 73 games. 

To start this season, Shesterkin has come down to earth a bit more. But 
his level is still incredibly high and among the best in the league. 

So combine that start plus his play from Jan. 1 forward last season, and 
Shesterkin has saved 34 goals above expected in 56 regular-season 
games. Expand that to include the playoffs, and he jumps up higher than 
57 goals saved in 76 games, and counting. That seems pretty 
impressive! 

Honorable Mentions: Ilya Sorokin, Jake Oettinger 

Best Game 

Highest Game Score from Jan. 1 to Dec. 15 

Player: Mason Marchment, Panthers 

In the year 2022, no one had a better performance in the regular season 
or postseason than Mason Marchment on Jan. 31 against the Blue 
Jackets. The then-Panthers forward earned a calendar-year-high game 
score of 9.86. Against Columbus, Marchment scored two goals and four 
assists for a six-point night. All but one of those points were primary. 
Plus, the winger earned a point on 75 percent of his team’s eight goals. 

In all situations, Marchment attempted nine shot attempts — six of which 
reached the net, and six of which were high enough quality to be 
considered scoring chances. The key here that makes the performance 
all the more impressive was that it wasn’t just a night of empty-calorie 
scoring. The Panthers were legitimately that dangerous while Marchment 
and the third line were on the ice. They kept the ice tilted in Florida’s 
favor at five-on-five, with 18 shot attempts to the Blue Jackets’ seven 
(four of which were blocked), and 92 percent of the expected goals 
share. 

Honorable Mentions: Nick Schmaltz (March 5), Roman Josi (March 5) 

Player (Playoffs): Carter Verhaeghe, Panthers 

The best single-game playoff performance from a skater in 2022 also 
belongs to the Panthers, this one courtesy of Carter Verhaeghe against 
the Capitals. The forward was Florida’s best player in Round 1, and 
maybe all postseason long. He was one of the few players who really 
was able to stick to his regular-season strengths of being a top player in 
transition and generating offense off the rush. And that was clear in 
Game 5 against Washington, too, when he had a direct impact with a 
primary point on each one of the Panthers’ five goals with two goals and 
three first assists. 

Verhaeghe was as pivotal as a player could be in a postseason game. 
He scored the first goal of the game when trailing 3-0, a primary assist to 
pull within one, a primary assist to even the score, the go-ahead goal 
(and eventual game-winner) to open the third period, and a first assist on 
the fifth and final tally. Even more impressive was that every single point 
came at five-on-five. 

Honorable Mentions: Victor Hedman (May 4), Nazem Kadri (June 2) 

Goalie: Matt Murray, Maple Leafs 

There were a few close contenders for the best goalie performance of the 
regular season. But the winner goes to one that happened just a few 
weeks ago, when Matt Murray shut out the Stars on Dec. 6. After a less-
than-ideal start to the year, with yet another injury, Murray is having a 
bounce-back season in Toronto — and his performance against Dallas 
was a prime example of it. 

The Stars attempted 93 shots in all situations, and 66 went unblocked. 
The quality of those chances added up to 6.14 expected goals against, 
when weighing the distance, angle and type or shot, among other factors. 
Still, Murray didn’t allow a single one of the 44 shots turned on net past 
him. That marked his first shutout of the season and first since Jan. 25, 
2022. 

Honorable Mentions: Alexandar Georgiev (March 20), Ilya Sorokin (Nov. 
23) 

Goalie (Playoffs): Shesterkin 

It’s no surprise that the best goaltender of the year had the best single-
game playoff performance. Shesterkin’s introduction to the NHL playoffs 
was a wild one, in a triple overtime game where he spent almost 106 
minutes between the pipes for the Rangers. He didn’t have as much 
support as his opponents on the other end of the ice that night. New York 
only mustered 42 percent of the five-on-five shots, and, when factoring in 
shot quality, less than 33 percent of the expected goals share. That led to 
the goalie having to prepare for 112 unblocked shot attempts that 
equated to an expected goal total of 8.99 — the highest expected goals 
against a goaltender has ever faced in a game. Shesterkin turned away 
79 shots of the 83 that went on goal in his lengthy outing, to set a 
Rangers record for saves in a playoff game, and saved 4.99 goals above 
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expected. He did everything he could to keep his team in the game, 
besides skating down and scoring the winner himself. 

Honorable Mentions: Jonathan Quick (May 8), Andrei Vasilevskiy (May 
23) 

Best Value: Tage Thompson, Sabres 

Largest surplus value based on player salary compared to market value 
derived from 2022 GSVA 

This year was the year of Tage: a massively tall human who was trending 
in all the wrong directions up until last season when he was moved to the 
middle in a top-six role. Suddenly, everything clicked for Tage Thompson 
and a legend was created — one that no one could’ve possibly seen 
coming. 

Maybe you thought he might be serviceable. Maybe even good. But one 
of the absolute best players in the world is hard to believe and makes 
Thompson this year’s best story. And also this year’s best value. 

Thompson is on the last year of a $1.4 million deal, a fair paycheck for 
his previous worth, but an absolute steal for what he’s become. Over the 
last calendar year, Thompson has blossomed into an offensive dynamo 
scoring 50 goals and 94 points in 76 games — an unfathomable number 
given his previous trajectory. The breakout is real, and Thompson’s 
output has him worth over $10 million more than when he’s getting. 

He’s moving up the salary list starting next season, but even that is 
looking like a huge bargain too. For 2022, there was no better value than 
Thompson. 

Honorable Mentions: Michael Bunting, Cale Makar 

Best Goal: Trevor Zegras, Ducks 

It’s a shame that “The Zegras” actually happened in 2021 because 2022 
was otherwise known as the year of “The Michigan” for Trevor Zegras. 
We are suckers for a Michigan goal, and Zegras is the current king of the 
maneuver. 

Zegras scored his first Michigan goal on Jan. 27 against the Montreal 
Canadiens, one of the smoothest and silkiest versions of the move we’ve 
seen yet. Everything about the tuck was perfectly executed and is still a 
marvel to look at. 

That one was flawlessly executed, but his next one had a bit more zest to 
it as Zegras went through his bag of tricks. It starts with him trying to 
score with a between-the-legs shot, only for him to corral the rebound 
and then pull off the lacrosse move around his Michigan assist buddy, 
Sonny Milano, for the goal. Just an incredible amount of skill to pull this 
off in the moment. 

If that wasn’t enough, Zegras did it again in November with an extremely 
clean rendition of the move, plus an emphatic launching of the puck into 
the top shelf to finish it off. The only problem? It was called off after an 
offside challenge. Yet another reason that any goal challenge should be 
made null and void if the goal in question was sick as hell. This one 
certainly was. 

Honorable Mentions: Cale Makar OT spin cycle (Jan. 4), Nazem Kadri 
Game 4 OT winner in the Stanley Cup Final, anything Tage Thompson 
does, Marie-Philip Poulin golden goal (Feb. 17) 

Best Save: Jake Oettinger, Stars 

With the rise in offense and more creativity from goalscorers, there’s 
been some fantastic goaltending to counter it. There have been dramatic, 
game-changing saves that get pinpointed as potential saves of the year 
each month. There are quite a few contenders here, from the usual 
suspects like Shesterkin, Vasilevskiy, Jacob Markstrom, and Sorokin. 
Plus, there’s been eye-catching stops from Cam Talbot, Murray, Marc-
Andre Fleury, and Pytor Kochetkov. But the best save of 2022 has to go 
to Jake Oettinger, in Round 1 of the playoffs. 

The Flames’ Milan Lucic, who was positioned at the top of the blue paint, 
moved the puck to Tyler Toffoli. The winger had all the time and space to 
shoot on a pretty empty net. But Oettinger slid laterally to make a brilliant 
glove save. 

While the Stars went on to lose that game, it wasn’t for a lack of trying 
back in goal — with the starter saving 3.16 goals above expected. That 
save and, overall, that game, encapsulates his postseason well. The 
Stars were not the best team in front of the net, but their goaltender was 
outstanding throughout Round 1. Through seven games, he saved a total 
of 13.3 goals above expected, which ended up ranking second among all 
goalies in the playoffs. Saves like that on Toffoli contributed to what 
became Oettinger’s breakout performance in the playoffs. 

Honorable Mentions: All of the Markstrom windmill saves, Jack 
Campbell’s diving stop on Devon Toews (Jan. 8), Shesterkin’s rebound 
pad save on Nico Hischier (March 4), Sorokin’s paddle save on Artemi 
Panarin (March 17) 

Best Moment: Alex Ovechkin reaches 800 goals 

Alex Ovechkin was in the homestretch to reach a very exclusive 
milestone of 800 regular-season goals when the Capitals took on the 
Blackhawks. But the elite goal scorer decided to just race to the finish 
with not one, not two, but three goals in the game to get there. The 
winger found a loose puck and sent it to the back of the net in the third 
period to complete the hat trick and make history. Ovechkin joined 
Gordie Howe and Wayne Gretzky as the only players in NHL history to 
score 800 goals. And the power forward isn’t done yet — Howe’s record 
is in sight, and then comes the big one in Gretzky’s 894. 

In case you missed it (you didn't)…here's how Alexander Ovechkin 
became just the third player in NHL history to score 800 goals. 
pic.twitter.com/o6512qWFmv 

— NHL (@NHL) December 14, 2022 

Between those 800 goals, there’s a lot to appreciate with Ovechkin’s 
scoring. There’s the predictability of his signature one-timer on the power 
play that still can beat every opponent, because his shot is that 
dangerous, and the versatility in his even-strength shot creation. The 
longevity is major for a player who already has 22 goals in 36 games at 
37 years old, and is coming off his ninth 50-goal season. And there 
should be some acknowledgment of the hurdles along the way, 
especially when it comes to shortened seasons from both lockouts and 
COVID that have stunted players from reaching certain heights they 
should have in complete years. And there’s the fact that he’s doing this 
today in this era of hockey, not in the ’80s or ’90s. 

Honorable Mentions: Sarah Nurse setting the record for points in a single 
Olympic tournament, the blockbuster Matthew Tkachuk trade in 
exchange for Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar, Tage 
Thompson’s five-goal game against the Blue Jackets 

Best Vibe: Colorado Avalanche fans 

There’s no category for “Best Team” because it would always end up 
being the team that won the Stanley Cup. A little boring, no? 

But we have to give credit to the Colorado Avalanche somewhere, and 
what better place than the spot reserved for the best vibe. There are a 
number of ways to award this — we almost gave it to “Brady Tkachuk: 
Bud Light sponsor and Matthew Tkachuk superfan” — but it’s hard to 
pick anything but Avalanche fans singing “All The Small Things” at every 
home game. In terms of “vibeiness,” it’s difficult to top an entire arena 
singing a pop-punk anthem at the top of their lungs, and the continuation 
once play resumes and the music stops takes it to another level. 

With Mark Hoppus of @blink182 introducing “All The Small Things” on 
the video board, the Ball Arena crowd delivered. 
pic.twitter.com/yVZQ9ijRn7 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) June 19, 2022 
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Add a Stanley Cup run, an actual cameo from Blink-182’s Mark Hoppus, 
and the vibes only get stronger. This is an in-arena moment that has built 
up for a couple seasons now, one that earned its natural peak on 
hockey’s biggest stage. It’s an experience that any hockey fan would’ve 
loved to have been a part of, an immaculate vibe that was the best of 
2022. 

Honorable Mentions: Playoff Brady Tkachuk, Highlight-Reel Tage 

Best Dressed: K’Andre Miller, Rangers 

Best style can be a bit subjective. Not everyone loves the daring and 
brash style of Patrik Laine, but we can respect the creativity that goes 
into his looks and the sustainability since he’s willing to repeat them — 
even the most memorable. We reward risks, like those of David 
Pastrnak, whether it’s with a hat or an eye-catching patterned suit. But 
being named the best is high praise. And the player most deserving of 
that praise belongs to K’Andre Miller. 

Game ready. pic.twitter.com/M901jp2bqm 

— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) February 26, 2022 

Miller was a breakout star in last year’s style rankings, and has only built 
on that this season. His fashion sense on game days has given a 
glimpse into his personal style and personality, even while sticking with 
the tradition of wearing suits. Whether it’s with a more classic approach, 
a bold color, or a print, the Rangers’ defender always maintains an 
elevated look. That’s thanks to his attention to detail that really ties his 
fits together and brings his fashion game to the next level. 

Next level, Key.   pic.twitter.com/tayZIAPhpP 

— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) May 22, 2022 

Honorable Mentions: Pastrnak, Laine, Ryan Reaves 

Data via Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, AllThreeZones, HockeyStatCards, 
and NaturalStatTrick. This story relies on shot-based metrics; here is a 
primer on these numbers. 

go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

The best and worst performances of 2022: Reliving the highs and lows of 
the year in sports 
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2023 World Juniors: USA, Switzerland win; Czechia upsets Canada on 
Day 1 of round-robin play 

 

Scott Wheeler, Corey Pronman 

 

The 2023 World Juniors kicked off in Atlantic Canada on Monday, and 
Day 1 was marked by a pair of upsets, three great games, and one 
lopsided blowout. Here’s what you need to know: 

After the Swiss beat both the Swedes and Czechs in pre-tournament 
action, they kicked off the first game of the tournament in Moncton with a 
3-2 overtime stunner over the 2022 silver medalist Finns. 

The Latvians, fresh off their first-ever quarterfinal appearance at the 
world juniors, played the Americans to a surprising tie into the third 
period before Team USA pulled away for a 5-2 win. 

The Swedes began action in Halifax by routing the Austrians 11-0. 

The Czechs closed out the opening day’s four-pack of games with a 5-2 
upset over the defending champion host Canadians. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Sweden’s top line puts on a show 

Sixteen different Swedes found the scoresheet in their tournament-
opening blowout over Austria, but it was the trio of Sharks first-rounder 
Filip Bystedt, Sabres first-rounder Isak Rosen and top 2023 NHL Draft 
prospect Leo Carlsson that did the most damage. They combined for four 
goals, eight points, and 16 shots. 

Rosen was particularly impressive and scored two of the day’s prettier 
goals with a pair of perfectly placed shots. Rosen led the Swedes in 
goals (four) this summer in Edmonton en route to a bronze medal, and 
they’re going to need him to come up big as a returnee if they want to 
contend for a medal again here. It was nice to see him put a couple in 
early, because finishing is his thing and he hadn’t scored in his last 10 
games in the AHL with Rochester coming in. — Wheeler 

Habs prospect Vinzenz Rohrer under the weather 

Austria was without its only drafted NHL prospect in their opener, but 
according to head coach Kirk Furey post-game, he “just wasn’t feeling 
the best” and the team hopes to have him back tomorrow for their second 
game against Czechia. — Wheeler 

Canada loses the goaltending battle 

There was more to Canada’s loss than goaltending (a crucial five-minute 
penalty to Golden Knights prospect Zach Dean, some positional snafus 
defensively, some forcing it offensively) but Canadian hockey fans are 
probably getting tired of hearing about question marks between the pipes 
at international events. The difference in Monday’s finale was the stellar 
play of undrafted Czech returnee Tomas Suchanek at one end and the 
five goals on 17 shots surrendered by Sharks prospect Ben Gaudreau at 
the other for Canada. 

A Canadian has won the tournament directorate award for top goaltender 
at the world juniors just twice in the last 14 years, and Devon Levi’s win 
in 2021 stands as the only that was clear cut. The net in Halifax may 
belong to undrafted Seattle Thunderbirds goaltender Thomas Milic (who 
made a couple of big saves in relief) now. Can he run with it and put the 
question to bed? — Wheeler 

Lian Bichsel leads Switzerland to upset over Finland 

The Dallas first-round pick was outstanding for Switzerland today. The 
big, mobile, physical defender was a constant presence versus Finland’s 
better forwards (who were invisible for long stretches, and had mid-game 
line juggling). He played a ton of minutes, over 26 to be exact, on 41 
shifts. He also made an excellent play on the overtime winner which 
included a great stop, skating the puck up ice and assisting on the goal. 
Bichsel looked everything like the eventual shutdown NHL defenseman 
he projects to become, with his play today reminding me a lot of Buffalo’s 
Mattias Samuelsson as a junior. — Pronman 

This OT sequence from Lian Bichsel to win the game for Switzerland was 
something else. #WorldJuniors #TexasHockey 
pic.twitter.com/Atrc7YotYe 

— Lassi Alanen (@lassialanen) December 26, 2022 

Required reading 

Team Canada 2023 world juniors selection camp notebook, cuts, and 
roster picks 

World juniors 2023: From the top prospects to must-watch games, what 
you need to know 
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LeBrun: What I got right (and wrong) in my preseason 10 burning 
questions 
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Pierre LeBrun 

 

Self-check time. 

Back on Oct. 11, I asked and answered some burning questions ahead 
of the official puck drop on the regular season. 

I’m almost scared to check back, but I must be brave and do so. 

Here is a holiday-break reality check on my 10 burning questions and 
answers: 

Will we get a Stanley Cup Final repeat matchup? 

What I wrote Oct. 11: 

“Yes. Remember how entertaining those back-to-back Penguins-Red 
Wings Cup finals were in 2008 and 2009? Some of the best hockey I’ve 
covered. Which is how I felt last June covering Lightning-Avalanche, an 
absolute elite, elite championship matchup that produced a superb level 
of hockey, especially considering the ailments and injuries both rosters 
were fighting. Well, I’m predicting a repeat. I do believe the Hurricanes 
are right there as a contender, but I’m calling it now: It’s going to be 
Lightning-Avalanche again in 2023.” 

Dec. 26 self-check: 

I mean, I’m still OK with it? The Avs have been hammered by injuries all 
season and are just playing survival hockey while their roster heals. But 
they’ll be right back in the mix. Depending on their trade deadline moves 
(more on that below), I feel fine about the Avs’ chances to repeat. 
Meanwhile, the Lightning have been coming on after a slow start. 
They’ve got a rather difficult playoff path with Toronto and Boston in the 
way at the top of the Atlantic, but hey, it’s the Bolts. It’s what they do. Do 
I feel as good about a Cup Final matchup as I did in October? Not quite, 
but it’s still at least a possibility. 

Which player will be a big disappointment? 

What I wrote Oct. 11: 

“Johnny Gaudreau. And maybe that’s unfair, but given the drama that 
surrounded his free-agent decision, the pressure I think he’s going to put 
on himself to justify his decision and the adjustment he’s going to need to 
make to his new Columbus surroundings, I don’t think we’re seeing 115 
points this season from him. He’s still going to be very good, but think 95-
point-esque. It’s going to feel light given the circumstances. Here’s 
hoping Gaudreau proves me wrong.” 

Dec. 26 self-check: 

Gaudreau leads the Jackets in scoring with 34 points (10 goals) in 33 
games, on pace for an 84-point season. On a 10-21-2 Jackets team that 
sits last in the Eastern Conference and is in full Connor Bedard-lottery 
chase mode, that’s impressive to some degree. He is doing his job, but 
there’s only so much he can do on this roster right now. Still, I might have 
been too generous in giving him 95 points. Right now, he’s in line for a 
30-point drop from last season. Which again, is understandable given the 
circumstances. But I’ll take a win here so far as the preseason prediction. 

Who will win the Jack Adams Award? 

What I wrote Oct. 11: 

“I’ve got Jay Woodcroft for coach of the year. Why not keep the trophy 
within Alberta, eh? Darryl Sutter will gladly hand it over. What will hurt 
Woodcroft’s chances is that there’s a ‘surprise’ element that’s often 
weighed in Jack Adams votes. The Flames last season surprised in the 
manner in which they dominated en route to their division title. Well, 
that’s what I see here for the Oilers. The Flames aren’t going anywhere, 
but I foresee a dominant regular season for Connor McDavid’s club with 
Jack Campbell solidifying the net and Woodcroft having an entire 

offseason to prepare his club properly after taking over midway through 
last season. Woodcroft has clearly connected with this group of players.” 

Dec. 26 self-check: 

Yeah, I don’t think that’s too likely now. The Oilers should still make the 
playoffs, but it won’t be the kind of year that solicits Jack Adams votes for 
Woodcroft. Too inconsistent a team so far this season, especially 
defensively. 

Instead, I would currently list the Jack Adams front-runners as Jim 
Montgomery, Bruce Cassidy, Rick Bowness, Peter DeBoer, Sheldon 
Keefe, Lindy Ruff and Rod Brind’Amour. Feels like the winner comes 
from that group if things continue like they are for their teams. So, I will 
take an “L” as far as my preseason prediction here. 

Will Grubauer bounce back after a season from hell? 

What I wrote Oct. 11: 

“Yes. Consider these numbers: .918, .926, .923, .917, .916, .922. Those 
were Philipp Grubauer’s NHL save percentages from 2015-16 through 
2020-21. And then last year: .889. I get that Grubauer benefitted to some 
extent from good programs in Washington and Colorado in those 
previous seasons. But to drop off a cliff like that with expansion Seattle 
was beyond the wildest expectation. It says here he finds his career norm 
this season.” 

Dec. 26 self-check: 

I felt so good about this one before the season, but so far not so good, 
Grubauer is checking in with an .882 save percentage, albeit in only 10 
starts, as he missed a month. I still think Grubauer has a chance to 
salvage his season with more games under his belt and the Kraken 
fighting for a playoff berth. I’m actually feeling OK about this pre-season 
call, but so far it’s a miss. 

Will the Golden Knights make the playoffs? 

What I wrote Oct. 11: 

“Yes. And I suppose part of my answer lies in the fact that I like Logan 
Thompson. He was thrust into a tough situation last season with Vegas 
decimated by injuries and put up a .914 save percentage in 19 NHL 
games. Thompson doesn’t have a clear No. 1 starter job — he’s going to 
have to earn his starts — but I think he will do just that. As for the rest of 
the Knights roster, they’re owed some positive regression on the health 
side of things, right? It won’t be easy, but I believe the Knights get back 
into the playoff dance as a lower seed.” 

Dec. 26 self-check: 

How about first place in the Pacific!? Logan Thompson has been steady 
in goal and the Golden Knights have indeed bounced back so far. They’ll 
be better than the lower playoff seed I predicted in the preseason, but I’ll 
take the “W” so far as my burning question was simply being whether the 
Knights would make the playoffs. 

Who will win the Calder Trophy? 

What I wrote Oct. 11: 

“I’ve got Sabres defenseman Owen Power for rookie of the year. The first 
overall pick from the 2021 NHL Draft will have some stiff competition, 
including from the guy taken right after him, Matty Beniers, who I think 
will have a fantastic rookie season in Seattle. But one thing we’ve seen 
with voters from our group at the Professional Hockey Writers’ 
Association is a clear appreciation for how hard it is to break into the NHL 
and play big minutes on the blue line. It’s why Moritz Seider was the 
absolute correct choice in winning the Calder last season. Cale Makar 
also won the Calder in 2020 and Aaron Ekblad in 2015. I think Power will 
follow in their footsteps.” 

Dec. 26 self-check: 
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Power leads all NHL rookies in ice time, and it’s not even close, 
averaging a whopping 23:38 per game (Kaiden Guhle of the Habs is 
second at 20:53). I would probably place the NHL rookie scoring leader, 
Matty Beniers, and goalies Logan Thompson and Pyotr Kochetkov as the 
Calder front-runners right now. But Power is absolutely in the mix, given 
his massive usage. The hardest thing in the NHL is patrolling the blue 
line as a youngster, and the 20-year-old Power looks right at home. Still 
feeling decent about this preseason prediction. 

Who will win the Hart Trophy? 

What I wrote Oct. 11: 

“Last season’s playoff MVP, Cale Makar, will become the first 
defenseman since Chris Pronger in 2000 to win the regular-season MVP 
award. Which in itself is beyond crazy. Why have so few defensemen 
won? Pronger was the first D to win the trophy since Bobby Orr in 1972. 
Somehow, seven-time Norris Trophy winner Nicklas Lidstrom never won 
the Hart. Anyway, in 2022-23 Makar is primed to break through for his 
positional brethren. We saw in last season’s playoff run that he’s in the 
conversation for best player in the world at age 23, and there may well be 
some voter fatigue with Auston Matthews and Connor McDavid.” 

Dec. 26 self-check: 

Yeah, this isn’t happening. I was trying to prove a point with my 
preseason prediction when it comes to defensemen never winning the 
Hart. And there’s nothing wrong with Makar’s season, but the Hart 
Trophy race is a one-man, runaway train right now, with Connor McDavid 
blowing away the field. No. 97 is on pace for 155 points, which would 
match Steve Yzerman’s 155-point season from 1988-89, the 14th-highest 
scoring season in NHL history! No one has eclipsed the 150-point barrier 
since Mario Lemieux (161 points) in 1995-96. So yeah, if McDavid keeps 
on this pace, it will be one of the most lop-sided Hart Trophy voting 
exercises in a long time. 

Will the Kings trade a right-handed D? 

What I wrote Oct. 11: 

“Yes. But not anytime soon. My sense is that the Kings’ front office wants 
to let the season play out a few months before potentially looking at their 
logjam on the right side of the blue line. Five of the seven defensemen 
named to their opening night roster are right-handed. And that’s not even 
counting Jordan Spence, who played 24 NHL games last season when 
injuries hit the Kings. They’re stacked with righties. Which most teams 
would die for. But expect the Kings to be patient for a while. They’ve got 
a bunch of guys coming back from injuries suffered, and they’ll want to 
see how everyone bounces back. But I do believe they move one of their 
right-handed D before the March 3 trade deadline.” 

Dec. 26 self check: 

This still tracks. The Kings remain loaded with right-shot defensemen, 
and it’s still possible they move one by March 3 depending on their needs 
as they battle for a playoff spot. I chatted with Kings GM Rob Blake on 
Dec. 7 ahead of their game the next day in Toronto, asking him about his 
depth of right-shot D, and essentially what he said at the time was that 
with junior-aged Brandt Clarke headed to the world juniors and Spence 
still able to develop in the AHL, they can bide their time and manage their 
excess right-shot D depth. But I suspect they will start to listen on that 
depth closer to March 3. 

Which team will be the most aggressive at the trade deadline? 

What I wrote Oct. 11: 

“Colorado. Maybe I’m being swayed by a comment, unsolicited to some 
degree, that new Avalanche GM Chris MacFarland made to me in a 
recent interview, when we chatted about replacing Nazem Kadri and his 
production on the second line. 

“‘Listen, we’ve got about $1.8 million in cap room,’ MacFarland said. 
‘That’ll be something we look at, and if we feel we have to address it in-
season and it makes sense, then we’ll do it. 

“‘But we’re excited to see if Alex Newhook can take a step. He’ll get a 
chance.’ 

“Newhook will get a real look, no question. But the Stanley Cup 
champions will leave no stone unturned in trying to repeat. I feel 
confident in saying they will take a few aggressive swings before the 
March 3 trade deadline.” 

Dec. 26 self-check: 

This still tracks. No question in my mind the Avs will be aggressive ahead 
of March 3, whether that’s looking for a center or a winger to augment 
their top nine. Obviously, Bo Horvat or Ryan O’Reilly would be nice adds, 
but if the Avs can’t afford those rental prices, maybe it’s a forward one 
rung below. Regardless, they are 100 percent dialed in on adding closer 
to March 3. 

Will the Maple Leafs finally win a playoff series? 

What I wrote Oct. 11: 

“Yes, sir. It is happening, people. This is the season the Shana-plan 
delivers a playoff series win, if not more. And I’m not saying that just to 
help soothe some crushed souls in the Toronto sports market after an 
embarrassing Blue Jays weekend. No, I truly believe the Maple Leafs will 
flip that massive anvil off their backs. The collective playoff scar tissue 
will mean something. For starters, I see the Leafs and Lightning battling 
for the top spot in the Atlantic Division, and regardless of which team 
wins out, I predict a 1-2 finish there, which means no first-round matchup 
between those clubs. I believe Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov will be 
pleasant surprises for the Leafs — not great exactly, but good enough. 
And then the Leafs will win their first playoff series since 2004. The boys 
on TSN’s Overdrive won’t have to relive the exact same radio show post 
first-round they’ve had since they’ve had forever.” 

Dec. 26 self-check: 

I’m feeling good about this prediction so far, especially the part about 
Murray and Samsonov. The Leafs have played tremendous hockey most 
of the season. Not sure whether they can reel in Boston for top spot in 
the Atlantic, but either way, the Leafs look every bit the part of a true Cup 
contender. Whether they complete the other part of my preseason 
prediction, as far as finally getting out of the first round? We’ll have to 
check back in April for that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bold NHL predictions for 2023: Connor McDavid or Tage 
Thompson scores 50 goals in 50 games 

 

Rory Boylen | December 26, 2022, 11:45 AM 

 

This message will self destruct in a few weeks. 

Bold predictions are the type of exercise where you're setting yourself up 
to fail. A prediction isn't truly bold if most people anticipate it will happen, 
or consider it a guarantee. A bold prediction must be based in some kind 
of reality, but stretch the limits of what we'd agree is the most likely 
outcome. 

So, as I wait to see how my pre-season 32 bold predictions all play out 
(some still good, some not so much), me and my crystal ball have been 
tapped once again to bend expectations and inflame a comment section. 

Here are five bold NHL predictions to come in 2023... 

Montreal makes a big splashy addition for the present 
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When the Christmas roster freeze ends this week and teams are allowed 
to trade once again, we're bound to see the market heat up and have 
more names added to it. But that trade market is constipated by the flat 
cap. Sixteen NHL teams are in LTIR and 15 teams are listed as having 
less than $100,000 in projected cap space (according to CapFriendly). 
There are only so many teams that can be used as a third-party salary 
retainer, too, so there is some musical chairs going on here. 

It's possible this leads to an interesting dynamic: could there be any non-
playoff, rebuilding teams (who do have cap space) who might enter as 
buyers instead of a salary retention go-between? 

We saw the Columbus Blue Jackets make a big splash trade before they 
were really ready to launch into contention when they landed Patrik Laine 
a couple years ago, and then follow it up by signing Johnny Gaudreau off 
the UFA market. Could GM Jarmo Kekalainen try and add some more? 

What about the Montreal Canadiens? We explored them as a potential 
trade destination for Bo Horvat, assuming Horvat signs an extension. The 
Habs have the cap room to sign him and the vast prospect pool to dip 
into without risking the future. 

Another interesting factor to consider: if you added a player like Horvat 
now and re-signed him under the assumption the cap is rising by only $1 
million next season, that AAV could wind up being a steal before the 
market starts to significantly shift in two and three years, when the cap 
could rise by another $7-8 million total. 

The timing and market conditions might be just right for these also-rans 
to think about adding an impact player now. And the Canadiens would 
have the assets to get something done. 

Connor McDavid or Tage Thompson score 50 goals in 50 games 

There have been some truly special performances to start this season 
and McDavid and Thompson are some of the first to come to mind. While 
McDavid has created some elbow room at the top of the scoring race, 
Thompson has given us flashes of Mario Lemieux with a five-goal game 
and two six-point games. 

Now, can they do something no other NHLer has done since Brett Hull in 
1991-92? 

As we sit here today, Thompson has 26 goals in 32 Sabres games; 
McDavid has 30 in 35 Oilers games. It will be a stretch to accomplish 
this, and will take an even better push through January than we've seen 
so far. But neither are terribly far off the pace needed to score 50 times in 
their teams' first 50 games. They'll get minutes and tons of power-play 
opportunities. It will take a few very special games, but this mark isn't 
totally out of reach as we look at it today. 

Goal averages fall below last season, but power-play percentages rise to 
historic rates 

The start of this season brought a ton of goals, sagging save 
percentages, and this idea that we would keep trending closer to 
something resembling the high-flying '80s (though ever fully recapturing 
that era might be a stretch). 

And, yes, goals have been on the rise recently when compared to the 
earlier years of the salary cap era. Teams have combined to score over 
six goals per game in three of the past four seasons — the only other 
time that mark was reached was in 2004-05, fresh out of the lockout. 

Here is a look at the top five offensive seasons of the salary cap era, per 
Hockey-Reference... 

SEASON 

  

AVERAGE GOALS PER GAME 

2022-23* 

  

6.32 

2021-22 

  

6.28 

2005-06 

  

6.16 

2019-20 

  

6.04 

2018-19 

  

6.02 

But the early-season openness has started to give way to slightly 
improved defence, which isn't an unusual thing. It's fairly common for 
goal scoring to decline as a season goes on, fatigue sets in, penalties are 
called less frequently and coaches game plan better. We're seeing some 
of that here now. At one point in November, NHL teams were combining 
to average over 6.4 goals per game, a rate which hasn't been 
accomplished in a full season since 1993-94. Today that average sits at 
6.32 goals per game, just above last season's 6.28. Even the league 
average save percentage has started to climb up a point or two. 

So, as we go along, it wouldn't be surprising to keep seeing that number 
dip. It probably won't be to a sharp degree — and still should finish at a 
high scoring rate relative to this era — but could be enough to show that 
goal scoring actually declines a little this season compared to last. 

One X-Factor as to how this plays out are the power-plays. Currently, 
power-play opportunities are being given out at a considerably higher 
rate than last season (3.27 per game vs. 2.89) and the success rates are 
among the highest in league history. If you go back to even just 2014-15, 
you'll see seven teams had a power-play success rate over 20 per cent 
— today, 22 teams are over that number. 

In fact, as it sits right now, six of the top 10 power-play percentages in 
the cap era are from teams in the 2022-23 season. 

Right now, NHL teams are converting on 22.52 per cent of their power-
plays. Last season that rate was 20.61, which was the highest since 
1989-90. Only six times in NHL history has the league finished a season 
with power-play rates over 22 per cent — those happened in 1978-79, 
1980-81, 1981-82, 1982-83, 1984-85 and 1985-86. If this trend 
continues, or even rises, it could help keep the overall goal rates up. 

Why has goalie save percentages tapered off this season? | Kyper and 
Bourne 

Auston Matthews signs for the new highest AAV in the league by a few 
million 

It's not at all bold to predict that Matthews will become the highest-paid 
NHL player by AAV on his next contract — it's more a guarantee that 
Matthews will surpass Connor McDavid's $12.5-million AAV and Nathan 
MacKinnon's $12.6-million AAV (which kicks in next season). 

The real question is: by how much will he go over them? 

Matthews has one more season left on his current contract, but can sign 
an extension as of July 1. By then, we'll know for sure if next year's 
salary cap (the upper limit Matthews would be negotiating within the 
context of) will rise by $1 million or more. But since Matthews' extension 
wouldn't actually begin until 2024-25 — when the cap could really begin 
to spike — there are important projections to keep in mind. 
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In October, we explored the many considerations that could go into 
Matthews' next contract, which coincides with the presumed end of the 
COVID-induced flat cap. Considering all of that, not only is Matthews 
likely to become the new highest-paid player in the league, there is a 
case to be made for him to also chase becoming the first max-salary 
player in the league. 

There is a world where Matthews doesn't eclipse McDavid and 
MacKinnon by just a couple hundred thousand dollars on his AAV, but 
smashes past them by a few million. 

Phil Kessel's ironman streak comes to an end 

He's set the new record, and he's become the only player ever to suit up 
for more than 1,000 consecutive games. It's been a heck of a run for Phil 
Kessel, but 2023 feels like the year he'll finally get sat down for a game 
or two. 

The 35-year-old has just 13 points in 36 games this season, and his ice 
time has dipped below 10 minutes on five occasions. No other Golden 
Knights forward has been on the ice for more than Kessel's 23 goals 
against at 5-on-5 and the Golden Knight have been outscored at a nearly 
2:1 rate with him out there. 

If not for a slew of injuries, perhaps Kessel may have already been asked 
to sit. But as (if?) Vegas gets healthier, stronger defensive players earn 
roles and a spot in the top-six becomes tighter to fit into, head coach 
Bruce Cassidy may have to make a call no other coach has in 12 years. 
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TSN.CA / Canada must manage emotions amid big crowds, big 
expectations at World Juniors 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the 2023 IIHF 
World Junior Championship, running Dec. 26-Jan. 5 in Halifax, N.S, and 
Moncton, N.B. Team Canada skated at the Scotiabank Centre in Halifax 
on Sunday.  

The pressure is rising, but so is the excitement.  

"We get to play hockey on the 26th," said Team Canada head coach 
Dennis Williams. "That's fun. In front of a packed house. It's going to be a 
loud. It's going to be a great environment. Who has it better than us right 
now? I wouldn't trade it for anywhere else. We're together as a group and 
get to represent Canada and get to play the best game on earth."  

Team Canada is always among the favourites at the World Juniors, but 
the expectations are even higher this year. There are eight players 
returning from the August team that won gold in Edmonton and 10 overall 
with experience at the World Juniors.  

"We have a talented group," said winger Brennan Othmann, who led 
Canada with three goals in the three pre-tournament games. "We have a 
group that's been through a lot of adversity and been through a lot of 
tension like this in the past. We have three guys who have played in the 
NHL that we can lean on, but all of us have played in big games and big 
moments." 

Seattle Kraken centre Shane Wright, Arizona Coyotes winger Dylan 
Guenther and Los Angeles Kings defenceman Brandt Clarke got loaned 
to Hockey Canada for the World Juniors.   

Othmann also points out that 12 players on this team already won gold 
together at the 2021 under-18 World Championship. That event was in 
Texas in the middle of the pandemic. This tournament will be played in 

front of sellout crowds as the World Juniors return to the Maritimes for 
the first time since 2003. 

"It's going to be huge," said forward Connor Bedard, who is 
Canada's youngest player at 17. "We saw that last game and that was 
just pre-tournament. I can't imagine what it's going to be like going 
forward. We're pretty excited for that." 

"You have to manage those emotions," cautioned Wright. "You want to 
make sure that you use the crowd's energy and get excited and get fired 
up to play, but you also don't want to be too excited or energetic." 

Team Czechia also expects to get a boost from the energy in the 
building.  

"I played junior in Cape Breton and we played here in Halifax a lot," said 
goalie coach Ondrej Pavelec. "I know what this building can be like and 
that's why we play hockey, right. That's what we tell the players. It's 
maybe once in a lifetime and be excited. Enjoy it. Enjoy every moment of 
the game." 

--- 

Williams called over the players for a pep talk following the morning 
skate. The message?  

"We're in the next phase and it's important to be loose, but also we got to 
make sure we're ready to battle for 60-plus minutes out there," the coach 
said. "We can't take any team for granted. We need every line to be 
going. We need every D pair to be going and our goalies going. We need 
to ramp it up another notch." 

Before leaving the ice, Williams made a point of calling over fourth-line 
players Colton Dach, Caedan Bankier, Zack Ostapchuk and 13th forward 
Reid Schaefer for some final instructions.  

"I just want them to play the way we asked them to play," Williams said. 
"Play the game right and play the game heavy and play it in the O-zone 
and grind teams down and do a good job in the D-zone. Their game will 
never be evaluated on scoring goals. If they play the game right then 
they will have those opportunities for sure and they're very skilled, but 
their strength is size, leaning on players and using their big bodies to 
really lean on our opponents and do a good job to open up time and 
space for our next lines. They've really grasped that and done a great job 
through the pre-comp games." 

---  

Guenther lost his balance and slid into the end boards in the final drill of 
the morning skate. He immediately went to the bench to talk with athletic 
therapist Kevin Elliott. He pointed at his left arm and then went to the 
dressing room.  

"I haven't talked to anybody," said Williams. "I know he left there at the 
end, but I don't have an update." 

The captain wasn't concerned.  

"Oh, he's fine," Wright said. "He's all good."  

--- 

At the end of their skate, Czechia players huddled together and started 
barking.  

"Every guy on the team feels hungry," Kelowna Rockets forward Gabriel 
Szturc explained. "We are ready to go." 

There are 18 players on the Czechia roster with previous experience at 
the World Juniors. 

"This group has been together for a long time and they have the 
chemistry and that's what they do so we have to bark too," Pavelec, 35, 
said with a smile. "I'm too old for it. I'm not that old, but I'm too old for 
this. But it's a new league. One of the coaches in the NHL said it's a 
young, dumb league. I think it was Torts [John Tortorella]. Somebody 
said that and I agree." 
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Canada played Czechia twice in the summer winning 5-1 in the 
preliminary round and 5-2 in the semifinals.  

"They play a tough game," said Bedard. "It's pretty defensive, I find. They 
trap well. They got a lot skill as well. I'm sure they're going to come out 
flying."  

"Very disciplined team," said Williams. "They play good systems. They 
protect the inside. It's going to be a real good challenge. They got size. 
They got skill. They got difference makers on the power play. It will be a 
good test for us." 

Canada built a 4-0 lead in the summer semifinal before Czechia pulled 
within two in the third period.  

Czechia jumped out to a 3-1 lead on Boxing Day last year before Canada 
came back to win 6-3.  

"They work hard," said Wright, who made his World Junior debut in that 
game one year ago. "They're always some of the hardest-working teams 
that I've ever played. They're always putting up a fight. They're always 
making sure they're in the game. They never quit at all."  

    Team 🇨🇿 is ready pic.twitter.com/N47C24g3EG 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) December 26, 2022 

--- 

After arriving in Halifax last night, Cleveland Monsters defenceman David 
Jiricek skated with Team Czechia for the first time on Monday morning. 
He's listed as a game-time decision. 

"He doesn't look tired," said Szturc with a smile. "He looks hungry."  

"He's an experienced guy," said Pavelec. "He's been playing really well 
this year and did well in the summer. We play against Canada so it's a 
big game. He wants to play and we'll see the decision." 

Complicating matters, Jiricek's equipment didn't arrive with the player. 
But agent Allan Walsh tweeted on Monday afternoon that the bags had 
made it to Halifax. 

"He brings a very good shot," noted Szturc. "He's a very dangerous 
player on the PP so I think he will bring a lot of goals."  

    I want to thank @AirCanada for going above and beyond in locating 
the missing bags and gear and delivering to Halifax. My sympathies to 
those impacted by the storm and wishing everyone a peaceful, healthy 
and safe New Year. 

    — Allan Walsh (@walsha) December 26, 2022 

--- 

Tri-City Americans goalie Tomas Suchanek gets the start against 
Canada. He played them twice in the summer.  

"There's always pressure on the goalies," said Pavelec. "Probably more 
when you play Canada because you know what you're going to get. But 
he's ready for it. He played those games before." 

"It's going to be awesome," Suchanek said. "I like to play with lots of 
people [watching]."  

Suchanek opened the August event as Czechia's back-up goalie, but his 
52-save effort against Canada in the group stage earned him the No. 1 
job.   

Bedard scored on Suchanek in the summer semifinal. What will it take to 
stop him on Monday night?  

"A lot," Suchanek said with a laugh. "You need to be ready. You never 
know when he's going to shoot and it's really hard. Just read it well and 
hopefully it's going to hit me."  

--- 

Othmann has been wearing a cage since taking a high stick to the face in 
Wednesday's pre-tournament game against Slovakia.  

"I think this will be my last game with it," the New York Rangers prospect 
said. "I tried my mouth guard this morning and it seems to be a lot better 
on my gums. It's just my tooth that's a bit sensitive now. I think it will be 
my last game with it and then I'll throw the visor back on." 

--- 

Lines at Team Canada's skate on Monday:  

Othmann - Wright - Bedard 

Fantilli - Stankoven - Guenther 

Dean - Gaucher - Roy 

Dach - Bankier - Ostapchuk 

Schaefer  

Del Mastro - Zellweger 

Hinds - Clarke 

Korchinski - Allan 

Matier 

Gaudreau starts  

Milic  
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