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The red-hot Hurricanes are getting healthier, so what are their lineup options? 
By Cory Lavalette 
The Hurricanes are in the midst of a nine-game winning 
streak, having recorded at least one point in a team-record 
15 straight games. The result? They have rocketed to the top 
of the Metropolitan Division, blowing past the Devils and 
building a cushion while trailing only Boston in the entire 
league. 
Did I mention that reinforcements are coming? 
The Hurricanes already got back their top player, Sebastian 
Aho, after he missed seven games with a lower-body injury. 
On Tuesday, Max Pacioretty shed his no-contact jersey, 
taking him one step closer to making his Carolina debut after 
rupturing his Achilles tendon in August. Ondrej Kase and 
Frederik Andersen have also both been on the ice and are 
working their way back to health. 
The Hurricanes are already really good. Now their No. 1 
center is back and the six-time 30-goal scorer they acquired 
in the offseason is close to returning. There’s also Kase and 
his 20-goal potential, and Andersen, who many have 
forgotten finished fourth in Vezina Trophy voting last season, 
moving toward being available again. 
The season isn’t yet half over, so there will be more bumps 
and bruises along the way, but coach Rod Brind’Amour has 
some difficult decisions to make if his entire complement of 
players is available to him. 
The defense is pretty set. Jaccob Slavin, Brent Burns, Brett 
Pesce and Brady Skjei make up the top four, while Jalen 
Chatfield and Calvin de Haan have mostly manned the third 
pairing with a sprinkle of Dylan Coghlan. 
We’ll put aside the trade deadline for now and focus on the 
assets on hand. Here are a few different forward and 
goaltending configurations that could be the rest of the way 
given a healthy lineup. 

Hug a vet 

Brind’Amour has spoken often of how having veteran players 
who are seeking perhaps a final chance at winning the 
Stanley Cup can push a team over the top. He would know: 
the 2006 championship team he captained had several 
players closing in on the end of their careers without a Cup, 
including Glen Wesley, Bret Hedican, Ray Whitney, Doug 
Weight and Brind’Amour himself. 
So with that in mind, here’s a veteran lineup to consider. 
Svechnikov-Stastny-Necas 
Teravainen-Aho -Jarvis 
Pacioretty-Staal-Fast 
Martinook-Stepan-Noesen 
Andersen-Raanta 
Extras: Kase, Kotkaniemi 
Off the NHL roster: Drury, Kochetkov 
In this scenario, the team leans on experience — including in 
net, where the red-hot Pyotr Kochetkov is sent back to AHL 
Chicago in favor of Andersen and Antti Raanta, two players 
without their names on the Cup. (Yes, Raanta won a title and 
received a ring with the Blackhawks in 2015, but the team 

did not include him among the names engraved on hockey’s 
ultimate prize.) 
Even with an older group, Carolina would still have its share 
of young players who are mainstays in the lineup, such as 
Aho and Seth Jarvis. 
Up front, Paul Stastny — who just turned 37 and is still in 
search of a Stanley Cup — holds onto his spot between 
Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas. The big loser is 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who finds himself — and his $4.82 
million cap hit — in the press box. 
Positives: This configuration is easy to deal with as far as 
cap and roster compliance. It also includes more than 230 
games of playoff experience in just Stastny, Andersen and 
Max Pacioretty — three of those OGWAC types featured 
annually in Down Goes Brown. 
Negatives: Kochetkov looks like the real deal, so sending 
him to the minors doesn’t seem ideal. Kotkaniemi was a 
clutch performer in Montreal’s run to the Stanley Cup Final in 
2021 — at least until he was scratched late in that series. 

Youth is served 

The Hurricanes want to be a perennial contender, and that 
means relying on your young players. Carolina’s core group 
is either in or entering its prime, so why not lean into that? 
Six of the forwards and one goalie are 25 or younger with 
this group, so even if this doesn’t end up being “the year,” 
the Hurricanes’ players will add more playoff experience for 
down the road. 
Svechnikov-Aho-Necas 
Teravainen-Kotkaniemi-Jarvis 
Pacioretty-Staal-Kase 
Martinook-Drury-Noesen 
Kochetkov-Raanta 
Extras: Fast, Stastny 
Off the NHL roster: Stepan, Andersen 
Both Ondrej Kase and Kotkaniemi are back in the lineup with 
this group, and Kochetkov and Jack Drury get recalled from 
the AHL. That requires some cap maneuvering. Finding a 
way to get Andersen and Stepan off the roster — either by 
trade, waiver claim or assignment to the AHL — will get 
Carolina cap and roster compliant. 
While this is our “young lineup,” it still has its share of 30-
something players. Pacioretty and Jordan Staal aren’t 
coming out of any Hurricanes lineup. Stefan Noesen — who 
is having a career year — again gets the nod, edging out 
Stastny and Jesper Fast thanks to both his age (29), contract 
(another year while the other two will be UFAs) and 
contributions on the power play. 
Positives: Kochetkov has been Carolina’s best goaltender 
this year, and he deserves a spot. He also seems like the 
guy most likely to lift the Hurricanes to new heights in the 
postseason. Drury hasn’t yet proven himself as a bonafide 
NHLer, but he had nine goals and 24 points in 18 games with 
the Wolves last season, helping Chicago win the Calder Cup. 
Negatives: Stepan has been a good soldier and valuable role 
player. It’s one thing to be scratched, as he was for all but 
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three games in last year’s postseason, but it’s another to be 
buried in the minors to make room for a rookie. He also has 
54 points in 109 career playoff games, including 20 goals, so 
if he made it through waivers he could still be used come 
playoff time. Taking out Fast and Stastny are two more tough 
calls, and Andersen becomes the odd man out in net. 

Meet me in the middle 

Let’s be honest: Brind’Amour won’t make his lineup based on 
age, he’ll make it based on what gives the Hurricanes the 
best chance to win. That doesn’t mean it will be easy to 
decide what the ideal lineup will look like. 
Everything is also fluid — if the coaching staff doesn’t like 
what it sees one night, it can always move things around. 
Teravainen-Aho-Jarvis 
Svechnikov-Kotkaniemi-Necas 
Martinook-Staal-Fast 
Pacioretty-Stastny-Noesen 
Kochetkov-Andersen 
Extras: Kase, Stepan 
Off the NHL roster: Drury, Raanta 
The current winning streak won’t keep Carolina from getting 
Pacioretty into the lineup once he’s ready, especially since it 
likely means an improved power play. 
The Hurricanes also have a lot invested in Kotkaniemi. He 
has an overtime playoff goal on his resume, one that beat 
the rival Maple Leafs two seasons ago to force a do-or-die 
Game 7 that Montreal won. 

This lineup also keeps the line of Staal, Fast and Jordan 
Martinook intact, and why not? Game after game, it’s the line 
that deals body blows to soften up the opposition for 
Carolina’s bigger scorers. They also deliver a knockout blow 
of their own from time to time. 
Positives: This lineup can score from top to bottom, and 
three of the lines have a player with a 30-goal season on 
their resume. The one line that doesn’t is Staal’s line, and 
Carolina’s captain had 29 goals in his rookie season. 
Reuniting Aho and Teuvo Teravainen is never a bad idea, 
and Jarvis proved last year he’s not afraid to step up his 
game for the postseason. 
Kotkaniemi jumps back between Svechnikov and Necas, and 
that line was dominant to start the season even though 
Kotkaniemi wasn’t putting up points. The fourth line is 
stocked with experience. Neither Pacioretty nor Stastny will 
be thrilled to play limited even-strength minutes, but both will 
get power-play time and fall in line if it means getting their 
Cup. Noesen plays a playoff style and has averaged more 
than a point per game in the postseason between the AHL 
and NHL in his career. Kotchetkov and Andersen get the nod 
in net. 
Negatives: The toughest thing here is Raanta being left out. 
He’s a positive influence in the locker room and can get hot 
and carry a team. Kase and Stepan would be waiting in the 
wings for a chance, while Drury gets sent back to the minors. 
Carolina could also pivot and carry three goalies and send 
one of Kase and Stepan through waivers to get to 23 players 
on the active roster. 
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Inside The Streaks: What’s Made The Canes Successful 

By Walt Ruff 

Taking a look at what's allowed the team to climb to the top 
of the Metropolitan Division standings 

RALEIGH, NC. - On American Thanksgiving, the Carolina 
Hurricanes had won 10 games and lost 10 games.  
They'd allowed 56 goals and scored 54. 
The power play ranked 30th in the league at just a 13.5% 
success rate. 
Tied with the New York Rangers for third place in the 
Metropolitan Division, the Pittsburgh Penguins were just one 
point behind, ready to begin what would become a seven-
game win streak of their own and springboard them into a 
playoff spot. 
Then, it started. 
It, of course, is the Canes' now 15-game point streak, which 
has snowballed to include a nine-game winning streak as 
well. 
So, how did we get here? What changed? Where have the 
Canes succeeded? 
Going 13-0-2 in their 15 most recent games, the basis of 
Carolina's wins stems from their ability to limit the other 
team's chances. While that isn't new to the streaks - the 
Canes lead the NHL in fewest shots allowed per game for 
the entire season - they're allowing just 27.8 shots against 
per contest. 
Let's boil that down a step further. 
An average of just nine shots against per period for the 
opposition. How many of those nine can be quality chances? 
Well, per NaturalStatTrick.com, the team is allowing an 
average of just eight high-danger chances a night over the 
course of their run. Not exactly the most taxing work on a 
netminder, which is a fantastic thing. Give major credit to the 
skaters for their ability to maintain possession when they 
have it and the crew for making life hard for their foes. 

Couple that with a string of spectacular performances from 
Pyotr Kochetkov and Antti Raanta, and the Canes have had 
their own end on lock. 
Since November 25, Kochetkov's .937 save percentage 
(SV%) not only leads all NHL goaltenders, he's a whole .10 
ahead of the next closest goalie. 
With just 34 goals allowed in the 15 games, the defense has 
allowed the team to build a goal differential of +19 since the 
point streak began. Narrow down the timeframe to December 
10, when the team's run of nine consecutive victories began, 
and you have a +15. 
But perhaps what makes the run as spectacular as it has 
been that there's not a singular driver pacing the unit when it 
comes to scoring. In fact, no skater has averaged over a 
point per game during the point streak. 
Without looking, if you had to guess, who leads the team in 
point production during the win streak? 
It's not Martin Necas with his team-leading 34 points. 
It's not Andrei Svechnkov and his team-leading 18 goals. 
It's Captain Jordan Staal, with nine points in nine games. 
Looking at his line as a whole, the combination of Staal, 
Jordan Martinook, and Jesper Fast has combined to produce 
21 points in nine games. 
Their efforts have blossomed Carolina's record to 23-6-6, 
with a six-point gap between them and the New Jersey 
Devils for first. Not bad considering that on December 9 it 
was the Devils with a nine-point advantage on the Canes. 
Oh, how quickly things can change. 
How far will the group be able to continue their run?  
If you ask them, it's one day at a time, which next entails a 
practice Thursday at PNC Arena. But in terms of adding to 
the streaks, the Canes will attempt to set new franchise 
history on Friday with a tenth consecutive victory. The 
Florida Panthers will try to play spoiler in an ESPN+/Hulu 
broadcast special. 
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Super 16: Top 4 unchanged heading into 2023 

Bruins, Hurricanes remain ahead of pack; Capitals jump 6 
spots to No. 10 

The Boston Bruins will ring in 2023 as the unanimous No. 1 
team in the NHL.com Super 16 power rankings. 
It's Boston's seventh straight week as the No. 1 team and 
they get a chance to show why to a national television 
audience when they play the sixth-ranked Pittsburgh 
Penguins in the 2023 Discover NHL Winter Classic at 
Fenway Park in Boston on Monday (2 p.m. ET; TNT, SN, 
TVAS). 
The Carolina Hurricanes, winners of nine straight games with 
points in 15 in a row (13-0-2) are No. 2 again this week with 
the Toronto Maple Leafs coming in third, the Vegas Golden 
Knights fourth and the Dallas Stars fifth. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total is assigned to 
each with the team selected first given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Since it's that time when people around the world and 
thinking about their New Year's resolutions, we here at 
NHL.com figure that should be the theme for this week's 
Super 16.  
So before we get to 2023, here is your last Super 16 of 2022, 
with the participating staff writers providing a New Year's 
resolution for each team. 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (28-4-3) 

Total points: 208 
Last week: No. 1 
"The resolution for the Bruins is not to let up. They have 
been -- by far -- the best team in the NHL through the first 
three months of the season. They're seven points ahead of 
their closest competition in the Atlantic Division, the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, and five points ahead of the Carolina 
Hurricanes for the most points in the NHL entering 
Wednesday with a game in hand on each of those teams. 
They have four regulation losses, zero at home. But there 
are a lot of games to go and a lot of them might seem like 
traps. The Bruins can't fall into that, so their resolution should 
be to continue to find their motivation, to continue to improve, 
to continue to make the tweaks that will get them in position 
to win the Stanley Cup. Because at this point, anything short 
would be a disappointment, given the run this team has been 
on since the start of the season." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff 
writer 

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (23-6-6) 

Total points: 195 
Last week: No. 2 
"When you win nine games in a row and 13 out of 14, you 
are by definition doing a lot of things well. With only a few 

days left in 2022, the Hurricanes are by far the hottest team 
in the NHL, so one might think they would want to keep 
things exactly as they are, right? Absolutely not. These 
Hurricanes are pretty darn good in many aspects, but not 
great in any. Not even close to how good they were last year. 
They were the No. 1 defensive team in the League at this 
time last season averaging 2.14 goals against; now they are 
fourth at 2.57. They were scoring 3.28 goals per game at this 
point last season, good for eighth; now they are 11th at 3.06. 
Their penalty kill is down from 88.7 percent (second) to 80.7 
percent (10th), and their power play went from 22.5 percent 
(10th) to 17.5 percent (27th). Even discounting forwards 
Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and goalie Frederik 
Andersen missing substantial chunks of time, these are not 
exactly championship-caliber numbers. So here is my 2023 
resolution for the Hurricanes: Get back to your 2021-22 form 
and find a way to sustain it in the playoffs." -- Paul 
Strizhevsky, staff writer 

3. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (22-7-6) 

Total points: 175 
Last week: No. 3 
"The Maple Leafs started the season 4-4-1, causing 
widespread panic in Toronto and sparking calls for changes 
behind the bench and in the front office. Premature reaction? 
And how. Since then, they're 18-3-5 and have rocketed into 
the NHL's top 5 despite playing significant chunks of time 
without Morgan Rielly, TJ Brodie and Jake Muzzin, their top 
three defensemen. Therefore, their New Year's resolution is 
keep doing what they're doing! Their newfound dedication to 
this suffocating defensive gameplan should translate well in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs, a key for a team that hasn't won a 
series since 2004. Maybe they're finally getting it. Or not. 
We'll see come April." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

4. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (24-12-2) 

Total points: 158 
Last week: No. 4 
"The Golden Knights have fallen back to earth after a hot 
start but are still one of the top teams in the Western 
Conference. They've got good goaltending, offensive depth, 
solid defense and a good coach. But for some reason, 
they've been unable to be dominant at home like in years 
past. Vegas is just 10-9-0 at home, but 14-3-2 on the road. 
Maybe the New Year's resolution should be that the Golden 
Knights should stay in one of those fancy hotels on the Las 
Vegas Strip prior to each home game so it'll feel like a road 
game, where they've been far more comfortable this 
season." -- David Satriano, staff writer 

5. DALLAS STARS (21-9-6) 

Total points: 149 
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Last week: No. 8 
"Sometimes we get lucky that things are going so well that 
our New Year's resolution is to stay the course, don't 
change, just keep doing what we're doing because it's 
working and we're happy. That's the Stars. They're fine. 
They're happy. They don't need to make any major or even 
minor changes right now. They're in good shape with money 
in the bank. They're first in the Central Division, winners of 
seven of their past 10 games (7-2-1). They haven't lost more 
than two games in a row in any fashion this season. They 
haven't lost two in a row in regulation since Nov. 8-11. They 
entered Wednesday in the top five in points percentage 
(.667), goals per game (3.56) and penalty kill (82.9 percent); 
top 10 in goals against per game (2.75) and power play (26.8 
percent). The Stars need to be reasonable in understanding 
that something unforeseen could be lurking around the 
corner, but for now the resolution is to leave well enough 
alone." -- Dan Rosen, senior writer 

6. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (19-10-6) 

Total points: 128 
Last week: No. 6 
"There's a lot to like about how the Penguins have been 
playing the past six weeks, but if there's anything they'd like 
to see in the new year, it would be more production from 
three key forwards -- Jason Zucker, Jeff Carter and Kasperi 
Kapanen. Zucker has been mostly healthy this season but 
has scored three goals in his past 15 games, two of which 
were scored Wednesday. Carter has two goals in his past 
16, and Kapanen, who has been an occasional healthy 
scratch, has gone 10 games without a goal since his hat trick 
against the St. Louis Blues on Dec. 3. The Penguins don't 
need Zucker, Carter and Kapanen to be elite, just to produce 
enough to give teams something else to worry about when 
trying to slow the Pittsburgh attack. That's their New Year's 
resolution." -- Adam Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

7. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (21-11-1) 

Total points: 122 
Last week: No. 9 
"Stay in shape. Yeah, lots of us say that this time of year, if 
we're in shape in the first place. But it's easier said than 
done, even for elite athletes. The Lightning have gone to the 
Stanley Cup Final three seasons in a row, and they won the 
Cup in 2020 and 2021. Right now, they're stuck in third place 
in the Atlantic Division, well behind the Bruins and the Maple 
Leafs, comfortably ahead of the rest of the pack. That's a 
recipe for midseason malaise. They can't fall into bad habits 
and get bored and fat. They have to stay in shape mentally 
and physically, so they're ready come playoff time." -- 
Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist  

8. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (22-11-2) 

Total points: 119 
Last week: No. 5 
"If the Devils hope to punch their ticket into the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs this spring, they'll need to improve their play within 
their division (Metropolitan). New Jersey, in fact, has a 
winning record against every other division in the League 
except the Metropolitan (5-5-1). The Devils are 0-3-1 in their 
past four games in the division. They have 18 regular-season 
games left against Metropolitan Division opponents, starting 

at the Penguins on Friday, so winning against the teams 
they'll be battling against for playoff position should be at the 
top of their New Year's wish list. I ranked the Devils No. 13 
this week as they look to find a more consistent game while 
minimizing some ill-advised defensive breakdowns." -- Mike 
G. Morreale, staff writer 

9. COLORADO AVALANCHE (19-12-2) 

Total points: 91 
Last week: No. 11 
"The Avalanche are just like you and me with a New Year's 
resolution of taking better care of themselves. But for 
Colorado, it's not about eating more salad and getting in 
more steps, it is about avoiding major injuries. Six skaters on 
the Avalanche's roster have appeared in each of the 32 
games they have played and they have dressed a League-
high 34 skaters. Star forward Nathan MacKinnon might 
return this week after missing the past three weeks. But 
captain Gabriel Landeskog has yet to play this season after 
undergoing offseason knee surgery. Now forward Valeri 
Nichushkin has been added to the injured list, as well as 
backup goalie Pavel Francouz. Yet, the Avalanche remain a 
threat to repeat as Stanley Cup champion if they can get 
healthy. Come to think of it, maybe an extra apple or too on 
the training table couldn't hurt." -- Shawn P. Roarke, senior 
director of editorial 

10. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (20-13-4) 

Total points: 77 
Last week: No. 16 
"Can you make a New Year's resolution to stay healthy? 
Other teams are doing it, so why not Washington too? That's 
the area where the Capitals need to improve most. Some of 
their injury issues this season are age related because they 
have one of the NHL's oldest teams, but there's also been 
bad luck involved. For example, defenseman John Carlson is 
out indefinitely after being hit in the face with a shot against 
the Winnipeg Jets on Friday. The good news is defenseman 
Martin Fehervary (upper body) and forward Beck Malenstyn 
(finger surgery) are nearing their returns and forwards Tom 
Wilson (ACL surgery) and Nicklas Backstrom (hip surgery) 
are closing in on making their season debuts. Despite also 
missing forwards T.J. Oshie (upper body), Connor Brown 
(ACL surgery) and Carl Hagelin (hip surgery), Washington 
has won five in a row and 10 of 11 to climb into third in the 
Metropolitan Division. Getting and staying healthy would 
boost the Capitals' chances of qualifying for the playoffs for 
the ninth straight season." -- Tom Gulitti, Staff Writer  

11. WINNIPEG JETS (21-13-1) 

Total points: 75 
Last week: No. 7 
"The Jets continue to perform in front of their home crowd at 
Canada Life Centre (12-6-0), but they have lost three straight 
on the road and are just 9-7-1 this season. It's respectable, 
but they'll need to be better away from home in 2023 if they 
plan on having home-ice advantage in the first round of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs." -- Brian Compton, managing editor   

12. MINNESOTA WILD (20-12-2) 

Total points: 74 
Last week: No. 12 
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"The Wild have gotten things together lately, going 6-3-1 in 
their past 10 games, moving into the top three of the Central 
Division and coming out of the holiday break with a strong 4-
1 win against the Winnipeg Jets. What should their New 
Year's resolution be? In my opinion, it's winning more on the 
road. They're 9-6-1 away from Xcel Energy Arena this 
season, and eight of their next 12 games are on the road. 
The Wild are great defensively, allowing 2.47 goals per game 
(third in the NHL) on the road but they could benefit from a 
better road power play. It's 14.6 percent, 31st in the League." 
-- Tracey Myers, staff writer 

13. NEW YORK RANGERS (19-12-5) 

Total points: 62 
Last week: No. 10 
"The Rangers are 17th in the NHL on the power play (21.9 
percent). Of their 25 power play goals, 24 have been scored 
by players on their first unit. Their New Year's resolution is to 
get more out of their second power-play unit to create more 
balance and less predictability. Filip Chytil's power-play goal 
in a 3-1 win against the Maple Leafs on Dec. 15 remains the 
only time the second unit has connected on the man 
advantage. Mika Zibanejad (10), Vincent Trocheck (seven), 
Chris Kreider (four), Artemi Panarin (two) and Adam Fox 
(one) have provided the rest of the power-play production. 
The Rangers have enough talent with Chytil, Alexis 
Lafreniere, Kaapo Kakko, Vitali Kravtsov and Jacob Trouba 
to have a dangerous second power-play unit. It needs more 
time on ice and it needs to deliver because right now the 
Rangers are too reliant on a unit that isn't always dangerous 
enough." -- Rosen 

14. LOS ANGELES KINGS (20-12-6) 

Total points: 56 
Last week: No. 14 
"Pheonix Copley has been a terrific story, a goalie who has 
helped settle things down at a position that was a big 
problem for too long. Copley is 7-1-0 with a 2.43 GAA and 
.912 save percentage in eight starts since he was recalled 
from Ontario of the American Hockey League and Cal 
Petersen demoted on Dec. 1. But the Kings have a lot 
invested in Petersen. He's in the first year of a three-year, 
$15 million contract. They can't have a $5 million goalie 
toiling in the AHL for too long. It's bad cap management. So, 
while Copley has been a revelation, the Kings' New Year's 
resolution has to be to get Petersen back in the NHL and 
playing well. The Kings don't want to mess with the good 
thing they have going with Copley right now, but getting 
Petersen back and confident before the 2023 NHL Trade 
Deadline on March 3 is key. It would give them depth at the 
most important position, including Jonathan Quick, and the 
potential to trade from a position of strength to upgrade 
another area." -- Rosen 

15. SEATTLE KRAKEN (18-11-4) 

Total points: 48 
Last week: No. 13 
"Consistency is the hardest thing to achieve for a young 
team. So, the Kraken should make more consistency in 2023 
after a surprising first three months of their second season 
their resolution for the new year. After a 2-3-2 start, they 
went on a roll with a 13-2-1 record. December has been 

rough, though (4-6-1 after a 3-2 loss to the Calgary Flames 
on Wednesday). They'll need more consistency to stay in the 
playoff picture in the Western Conference. For that to 
happen, they'll need a higher contribution from veteran 
players such forwards Jaden Schwartz and Oliver 
Bjorkstrand, and both of their goalies, Martin Jones and 
Philipp Grubauer." -- Robert Laflamme, LNH.com senior 
writer 

16. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (20-14-2) 

Total points: 27 
Last week: No. 15 
"The Islanders' New Year's resolution has to be to keep 
scoring three or more goals per game. I said at the start of 
the season that to even be a bubble playoff team they have 
to score at least three per game. They're doing that, 3.25 per 
game, and they're right on the bubble in the Eastern 
Conference, in the super tight Metropolitan Division. The 
numbers do not lie. The Islanders are 20-4-1 in games when 
they score at least three goals; they're 0-10-1 when they 
don't. As good as they are in net and defensively, scoring is 
up in the NHL and the Islanders can't relent. So, score, 
score, score and they will give themselves a chance to say 
yes, yes, yes to the playoffs." -- Rosen 
Others receiving points: Buffalo Sabres 3, Edmonton Oilers 1 
Dropped out: None  

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. New 
York Rangers; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. New York 
Islanders 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Colorado Avalanche; 
9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. New York Rangers; 
14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. New York 
Islanders 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Seattle Kraken; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. New York Rangers; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. New 
York Islanders 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. 
Seattle Kraken; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. New York 
Rangers; 14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. New 
York Islanders 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
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1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Dallas Stars; 4. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
Colorado Avalanche; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. New York Rangers; 13. New Jersey Devils; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Edmonton 
Oilers 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
Los Angeles Kings; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Seattle 
Kraken; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. New York Islanders; 16. 
Colorado Avalanche 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. New York Islanders; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. New York Rangers; 13. New Jersey 
Devils; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Los Angeles Kings; 
9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Minnesota Wild; 14. 
New York Islanders; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. Seattle 
Kraken 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. New York 

Rangers; 9. New Jersey Devils; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Washington Capitals; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. Buffalo 
Sabres 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Colorado Avalanche; 9. 
Minnesota Wild; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. New Jersey Devils; 
14. New York Islanders; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Buffalo 
Sabres 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Washington Capitals; 
9. Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. New York Islanders; 13. New York Rangers; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. Seattle Kraken 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. New York Rangers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
New York Islanders 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Washington Capitals; 
11. Los Angeles Kings; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. New York 
Rangers; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. New York Islanders; 16. 
Seattle Kraken 
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes surge to No. 1 spot amid nine-game winning streak 

By Austin Nivison 

The Hurricanes have been the NHL's best team in December 

After weeks of the Bruins sitting atop the NHL Power 
Rankings, we have a new No. 1 team. The Hurricanes are 
cooking, and they have proven themselves as a bona fide 
Stanley Cup threat. 
With a 3-0 win over the Blackhawks on Tuesday night, the 
Hurricanes have now won nine straight game -- and not lost 
a game in regulation since Nov. 23. As a result, Carolina has 
surged to first place in the Metropolitan Division. 
Throughout this incredible run, Carolina has gotten 
contributions from all four lines, and it boasts one of the 
deepest blue lines in the league. The cherry on top is that 
rookie netminder Petr Kochetkov has emerged as the team's 
future in goal. 
With a new No. 1 team, here are the latest NHL Power 
Rankings. 
Biggest Movers  
6 Canucks 
5 Panthers  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  

 

 
Hurricanes  

The Hurricanes have now won 
nine games in a row, and they 
haven't lost in regulation in over 
a month. Carolina is getting 
contributions from up and down 
the lineup, and rookie goaltender 
Petr Kochetkov has been a 
revelation. There is no reason to 
think this Canes team can't win it 
all at the end of the year.  

2  
23-
6-6  

2  

 

 
Bruins  

Boston has been bumped from 
its top spot after reigning 
supreme for several weeks. That 
has more to do with the run the 
Hurricanes are on than any fault 
in the Bruins' game right now. 
They've won four straight, and 
David Pastrnak remains one of 
the hottest players in the league. 

1  
28-
4-3  

3  

 

 
Maple 
Leafs  

With his game-winning overtime 
goal against the Blues on 
Tuesday night, William Nylander 
is now riding a four-game goal 
streak and tied with Auston 
Matthews for second on the 
team with 40 points. Nylander is 
streaking toward the best 
season of his career, which 
gives Toronto a four-headed 
monster at forward.  

2  
22-
7-6  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

4  

 

 
Wild  

Through almost half of the 
season Filip Gustavsson has 
outplayed Marc-Andre Fleury in 
goal. In his 13 appearances, 
Gustavsson has saved 5.92 
goals above average and a high-
danger save percentage of 
84.0%. That's probably why 
head coach Dean Evason has 
been splitting the starts more 
evenly between Gustavsson and 
Fleury lately.  

--  
20-
12-2 

5  

 

 
Lightning  

Nikita Kucherov has been piling 
up points like it's going out of 
style. In his last five games, 
Kucherov has totaled two goals 
and 10 points, and now he is on 
pace to hit roughly 126 points on 
the year. That's just two fewer 
than his Hart Trophy campaign 
in 2018-19.  

3  
21-
11-1 

6  

 

 
Penguins  

As the Penguins have made 
their climb up the Metro Division 
standings in December, 
goaltender Tristan Jarry has 
been lights out in net. Since Dec. 
1, Jarry has posted 5.40 goals 
saved above average, which 
ranks fifth in that span, per 
Natural Stat Trick.  

1  
19-
10-6 

7  

 

 
Rangers  

After posting positive underlying 
numbers and failing to get 
positive results for much of the 
season, the Rangers have 
gotten back to what worked for 
them last season. Since Dec. 5, 
the Rangers have controlled just 
44.54% of the expected goals at 
five-on-five, but they have gone 
8-2-0. The Rangers seem 
content to play in more back-
and-forth games knowing that 
their offensive skill and Igor 
Shesterkin can win the day.  

1  
19-
12-5 

8  

 

 
Stars  

Jamie Benn looks much more 
comfortable in Peter DeBoer's 
system than he did in Rick 
Bowness'. Benn is riding a six-
game point streak, and he has 
14 goals and 34 points on the 
season. After looking like he was 
on a sharp decline in 2021-22, 

--  
21-
9-6  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Benn has bounced back in a 
major way this season.  

9  

 

 
Capitals  

Alex Ovechkin is now second on 
the NHL's all-time goals list. He 
passed Gordie Howe with a two-
goal performance against the 
Jets on Friday night, and now he 
needs 93 more to pass Wayne 
Gretzky. Even at the age of 37, 
Ovechkin has plenty of energy 
and looks poised to top The 
Great One by the time he retires. 

2  
20-
13-4 

10 

 

 
Avalanche  

In his first full season with the 
Avalanche, Arturri Lehkonen is 
thriving, as many expected he 
would. Lehkonen was excellent 
in the Avs' 2022 Stanley Cup 
run, and that has carried over to 
this year. With nine goals, 14 
assists, and 23 points in 30 
games, Lehkonen is on pace to 
set career highs in each of those 
categories.  

2  
19-
12-2 

11 

 

 
Golden 
Knights  

Alex Pietrangelo struggled to 
adjust to his new team last 
season, but he looks incredibly 
comfortable this season. In 28 
games played this year, 
Pietrangelo has posted 27 
points, and Vegas is controlling 
56.95% of the expected goals 
with him on the ice at five-on-
five, according to Natural Stat 
Trick.  

2  
24-
12-2 

12 

 

 
Jets  

The Jets have been living life on 
the edge this season. Their 14 
regulation wins are tied for 13th 
in the NHL, but they sit just three 
points out of first place in the 
Central Division. Winnipeg is 7-1 
in overtime, and as thrilling as 
that may be, it's hard to see that 
as a formula for long-term 
success.  

2  
21-
13-1 

13 

 

 
Devils  

Poor goaltending has reared its 
ugly head in New Jersey... 
again. Since Dec. 9, the Devils 
are ninth in the NHL with a five-
on-five expected goals share of 
53.47%. However, their 1-6-1 
record ranks 31st. It's probably 
no coincidence that the team's 
five-on-five save percentage 
also ranks 31st in that stretch at 
88.44%.  

4  
22-
11-2 

14 

 

 
Kings  

After being traded to the Kings in 
the offseason, Kevin Fiala 
signed a big seven-year 
contract, and he has been worth 

1  
20-
12-6 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

the money so far. Fiala was 
acquired to give the Kings some 
offensive firepower, and he has 
done that. Fiala leads the team 
in assists (25) and points (35), 
and he has given Los Angeles 
the dynamic playmaker it was 
looking for.  

15 

 

 
Sabres  

With Tage Thompson shredding 
the league, the ongoing breakout 
season from Dylan Cozens can 
get overshadowed from time to 
time. The No. 7 overall pick in 
the 2019 draft, Cozens is 
starting to look like a player with 
that kind of pedigree. He has 11 
goals and 31 points in 32 games 
played and Cozens could have 
new career highs in nearly every 
offensive category by the time 
February rolls around.  

1  
16-
14-2 

16 

 

 
Kraken  

A 25-year-old journeyman, 
Daniel Sprong seems to have 
found a more permanent home 
with the Kraken. Despite playing 
in a bottom-six role for much of 
the season, Sprong is tied for 
third on the team with 10 goals, 
and his 19 points are one away 
from matching his career high. 
Sprong has proven to be a 
phenomenal addition for Seattle, 
and he has more than earned 
his spot as an every-game 
player.  

2  
18-
11-4 

17 

 

 
Canucks  

Elias Pettersson has been 
scoring in bursts this season, 
and he has three goals and 
seven points in his last three 
games. He is now up to 42 
points in 32 games played, and 
Pettersson looks more like the 
player thought he could be after 
tallying a combined 132 points in 
his first two NHL seasons.  

6  
16-
15-3 

18 

 

 
Oilers  

In 2021-22, Connor McDavid 
produced an incredible 123-point 
season. What he's doing this 
year is making that look like 
child's play. With 30 goals and 
66 points through 35 games, 
McDavid is on pace for 70 goals 
and 155 points. The NHL hasn't 
seen a single-season point total 
that high since Mario Lemieux in 
1992-93.  

--  
19-
15-2 

19 
 

 

By the time his tenure with the 
Wild came to an end, it seemed 
like Zach Parise didn't have 
much left in the tank. However, 

3  
20-
14-2 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Islanders  he has found new life in a 
versatile role with the Islanders. 
The 38-year-old Parise has 11 
goals in 35 games, and the team 
is controlling possession and 
scoring chances with him on the 
ice.  

20 

 

 
Blues  

In the month of December, the 
Blues have scored at least four 
goals seven times, but they are 
3-2-2 in thos games. The 
goaltending tandem of Jordan 
Binnington and Thomas Greiss 
has not been consistent at all, 
and neither goalie has gotten 
hot. If St. Louis can keep scoring 
at its current pace while getting 
average goaltending, the team 
will shoot up the standings.  

--  
16-
16-3 

21 

 

 
Senators  

The Senators are one win away 
from getting their head above 
water in the standings, but 
unfortunately for them, their slow 
start might have created a 
mountain too tall to climb in 
terms of reaching the playoffs. 
Ottawa is still seven points out of 
a playoff spot despite playing 
some better hockey of late.  

4  
15-
16-3 

22 

 

 
Flames  

When the Flames lost both 
Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew 
Tkachuk in the same offseason, 
it was fair to expect a step back 
on offense, even with the talent 
they brought in. However, 
Calgary has gone from sixth in 
the league in scoring last year to 
18th this year. Unfortunately for 
the Flames, their goaltending 
hasn't acted as a safety net 
while the offense figures some 
things out.  

1  
17-
13-7 

23 

 

 
Red Wings  

Michael Rasmussen tallied four 
points in the Red Wings' win 
over the Lightning last week, and 
that makes up nearly 33% of his 
points on the season. If Detroit 
can get the former first-round 
pick going, he would really 
bolster the team's depth scoring.  

3  
15-
11-7 

24 

 

 
Panthers  

I don't think this ranking is truly 
representative of the Panthers' 
talent level or their five-on-five 
play. However, the team is just 
not winning games right now, 
and it has to get dinged for that 
at some point. The Panthers are 
3-7-0 in their last 10 games, and 
they have fallen below .500 on 
the year. Florida has to start 

5  
15-
16-4 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

stacking wins or risk falling out of 
the playoff picture.  

25 

 

 
Predators  

David Legwand, a center, 
previously held the Predators' 
career points record with 566. 
He hit that number in 956 games 
played. Roman Josi, a 
defenseman, just passed that 
mark in his 792nd game. Josi 
has been one of the best 
defensemen in the NHL for the 
better part of a decade, and now 
he sits atop the franchise record 
books. That is the only good 
news Nashville has gotten this 
month.  

--  
14-
14-5 

26 

 

 
Canadiens  

Juraj Slafkovsky, the No. 1 
overall pick in the 2022 NHL 
Draft, has had a tough time 
adjusting to life in the NHL. He 
has four goals in 29 games, and 
the Canadiens have only 
controlled 40.04% of the 
expected goals with him on the 
ice at five-on-five. Slafkovksy is 
only 18-years-old, so he should 
take some forward strides the 
rest of the way.  

2  
15-
17-3 

27 

 

 
Coyotes  

Since making his 2022-23 
season debut on Nov. 21, Jacob 
Chychrun has 13 points in 16 
games played. Chychrun's 
underlying numbers have also 
been solid when considering the 
lack of talent around him. The 
Coyotes' asking price for the star 
defenseman has only risen in 
the last month.  

--  
12-
16-5 

28 

 

 
Sharks  

Since making his 2022-23 
season debut on Nov. 21, Jacob 
Chychrun has 16 points in 17 
games played. Chychrun's 
underlying numbers have also 
been solid when considering the 
lack of talent around him. The 
Coyotes' asking price for the star 
defenseman has only risen in 
the last month.  

1  
11-
19-6 

29 

 

 
Flyers  

In the Flyers' loss to the 
Hurricanes on Friday night, 
defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolainen registered his first 
point of the season. That's not 
ideal for a player who just signed 
a five-year, $25.5 million 
contract last offseason.  

1  
11-
17-7 

30 
 

 

Rookie center Mason McTavish 
has started to heat up a little bit. 
He has two goals and six points 

--  
10-
22-4 
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Ducks  in his last five games, which is 
excellent news for the Ducks. 
McTavish was the No. 3 overall 
pick in the 2021 draft, and 
Anaheim is banking on him 
being a cornerstone of its 
rebuild.  

31 

 

 
Blackhawks 

Congratulations to the 
Blackhawks for getting their first 
win in nearly a month. Given that 
it came in a head-to-head 

1  
8-
21-4 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

matchup with the team right 
above them in the power 
rankings, Chicago escapes the 
bottom spot for at least one 
week.  

32 

 

 
Blue 
Jackets  

The Blue Jackets just gave the 
Blackhawks their first win since 
Dec. 3. That bullet point on their 
application for the bottom spot in 
the power rankings was too 
impressive to ignore.  

1  
10-
21-2 

 

 

Offense finally starting to click for Chicago Wolves 

By Sarah Avampato 
Defense is still a work in progress but pucks are going into 
nets! 
By The Numbers 
Record: 10-14-3-0, 23 points  
Goals/Game: 2.96 
Goals Against/Game: 4.07 
Shots/Game: 26.74 
Shots Against/Game: 32.52 
Power Play % (Rank): 16.2% (28th) 
Penalty Kill % (Rank): 82.4% (T-10th)  
Leading Scorer (Overall): Jamieson Rees (20) 
Most Goals: Vasily Ponomarev (9) 
Most Assists: Rees, Malte Stromwall(15) 
Next Game: Friday, December 30 vs. Rockford 
(stats as of December 28, 2022)  
The good news for the Chicago Wolves is that finally, their 
offense seems to be coming alive. They’ve scored 36 goals 
in the month of December, with two games still left on the 
schedule. They have points in three straight games and are 
getting contributions from some of the younger players who 
have been desperately needed on the scoresheet.  
The bad news is that their defense is still a work in progress 
that may not actually get any better. While their average 
goals per game has decreased (4.30 in November, 
decreasing to 4.18 in December to date), they’ve still allowed 
overall the third most goals in the league. Their 110 goals 
against are surpassed only by Laval (112) and San Diego 
(117), with the Wolves having played the fewest games of 
the three.  
The team does appear to be playing with more cohesion as 
of late though and there are fewer moments where a play 
looks like it’s every man for himself. Players are learning to 
use and rely on one another rather than trying to make 
everything happen solo. That was a noticeable concern 
throughout the early parts of the season, with players trying 
to force zone entries and shot attempts on their own, 

appearing to not trust their teammates to be there when 
needed.  
The trio of Malte Stromwall, Noel Gunler, and William 
Lagesson in particular have been working to create offense 
when they’re out on the ice together. Gunler has points in 
five straight games (five goals, three assists). Stromwall has 
points in six of ten (one goal, nine assists). Even players 
brought in to fill depth roles are getting in on the action. Josh 
Melnick has points in three straight games, and Logan 
Lambdin and Joey LaBate have been chipping in at crucial 
moments.  
Of course, the problems that got the Wolves into the bottom 
spot in the Central Division aren’t going to go away 
overnight. Look no further than their 8-7 overtime loss to the 
Grand Rapids Griffins, the type of loss that’s so outrageous 
that there are few, if any, real lessons to take away from it. 
But it’s not often that a team can say they squandered a 6-2 
lead. While goaltender Cale Morris certainly needed to be 
better — a classic case of needing your goalie to make one 
last save and not getting it from him — the players in front of 
him repeatedly allowed odd-man rushes, created egregious 
turnovers, or took ill-timed penalties. The game-tying goal for 
the Griffins came with just over a minute left on the clock on 
an admittedly soft penalty, but a needless penalty 
nonetheless.  
While the Wolves climbing back into the playoff picture 
seems difficult at this point, they are gaining ground on the 
Griffins, who currently occupy sixth place in the division. Both 
teams are tied with 23 points each, although Grand Rapids 
has one game in hand and more overall wins. (Fun fact: the 
Wolves have yet to win in overtime this season.) Both teams 
are three points back of the Iowa Wild, who have 26 points in 
28 games. With Iowa’s top scorer, Sammy Walker, doing 
well in the NHL, it’s not too hard to envision a scenario in 
which the Wild get leapfrogged by one of the teams below 
them in the standings.
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://theathletic.com/4042496/2022/12/29/carolina-hurricanes-streak-lineup-injuries/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/inside-the-streaks-what-has-made-the-canes-successful/c-339254118 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-decemeber-29/c-339259072 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-star-power-index-jordan-kyrou-makes-blues-history-alex-debrincat-puts-playmaking-ability-on-display/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/28/23529095/offense-finally-starting-to-click-for-ahl-chicago-wolves-gunler-stromwall-lagesson 
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Panthers get some much-needed positive injury news as they try to turn 
around season 

 

BY DAVID WILSON DECEMBER 28, 2022 2:39 PM 

 

Paul Maurice has argued it’s hard to actually judge this iteration of the 
Florida Panthers right now -- no matter how underwhelming their start -- 
because of the rash of injuries they sustained the last month, highlighted 
by multiple extended absences for Aleksander Barkov. 

All indications are the coach will get a chance to look at something close 
to a full-strength roster this week when the Panthers resume their season 
after a five-day Christmas break. 

Barkov and star defenseman Aaron Ekblad are both on track to return for 
Florida on Thursday when it hosts the Montreal Canadiens in Sunrise. 
Barkov missed the last four games before the holiday break, while 
Ekblad exited after just a few minutes in Florida’s final game before the 
break Friday in a 5-1 loss to New York Islanders. 

The Panthers also expect to have defenseman Radko Gudas back after 
he missed 10 straight games with a concussion. Florida will have to 
activate him from injured reserve before it faces the Canadiens at 7 p.m. 

“We won’t clear anybody until tomorrow,” Maurice said, “but our 
expectation is that Gudas and Barkov will be in the lineup tomorrow. We 
expect Ekblad also, unless there’s a change, to be available to play 
tomorrow.” 

Barkov and Gudas were both full participants in practice Wednesday, 
and Ekblad skated in a noncontact jersey for the second straight day. 

Forward Chris Tierney, who also skated in a yellow noncontact jersey 
Tuesday and Wednesday, will remain out. 

With center Anton Lundell also back in the lineup for the last week after 
missing nine games earlier in December with an upper-body injury, the 
Panthers are past using injuries as an excuse. Right wing Patric 
Hornqvist, typically a fourth-line forward, is the only player from Florida’s 
season-opening lineup — not counting winger Rudolfs Balcers, whom the 
Panthers waived in October — still sidelined, currently on long-term IR 
with a concussion. 

Right wing Anthony Duclair also remains on long-term IR after July 
surgery to repair his left Achilles tendon, although he was on the ice for 
part of practice Tuesday, as was Hornqvist. 

“You can survive without your best players, you can grind and you have 
to when they’re out of your lineup,” Maurice said, “but you take two of the 
top three centermen off every team and you run them for 10 games — 
you’re going to be challenged.” 

Barkov’s return is particularly important. Florida has a winning record with 
its captain in the lineup and lost 7 of 10 when he was sidelined. 

The star center also missed six games with an illness in November and 
December. 

“It feels kind of like new season, a new start,” Barkov said. “We needed 
that, just to clear our minds from hockey and get back home, spend time 
with your family and hit the reset button and now we’re here, excited to 
get back to work and we’re getting also really healthy as a team, so it’s 
really good to have a healthy team.” 

Miami Herald LOADED: 12.29.2022 
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FHN Today: The Florida Panthers Are Getting Healthier 

 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — The Florida Panthers had a full practice on Tuesday 
afternoon for the first time in a while. 

It looks like they are getting whole. 

The Panthers will have another practice today before playing host to the 
Montreal Canadiens on Thursday night with coach Paul Maurice saying if 
the Panthers looked different on Tuesday, well, they looked different 
because some of their big guys were back. 

 

Just having a full compliment of their players back — including Sasha 
Barkov and Aaron Ekblad — will do that for a team. 

“Just watching practice, that big man moving through the middle — there 
aren’t many guys like him in the league,” Maurice said of Barkov. 
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“When you watch practice, you don’t see a guy that big and that fast. A 
guy like that changes the way you attack. And Anton Lundell being there 
… you take two of your top three centers out of the lineup for a month, 
you’re going to look different. It picks up everyone’s mood.” 

Radko Gudas has been out of the Florida lineup for almost a month now 
but appears ready to return Thursday against the Canadiens. 

The news is not as good for Patric Hornqvist, who suffered a concussion 
in the same game Gudas was knocked out of. 

— Matthew Tkachuk was critical of his team’s performance Friday on 
Long Island but said Tuesday his team has what it takes to make the 
playoffs. But that push has to start right now. 

It is not going to be easy. 

— The Panthers not only had Barkov and Ekblad at practice on Tuesday 
but also made some roster moves — with it looking like 2022 Liiga 
scoring champ Anton Levtchi could make his NHL debut against the 
Habs. 

— As the Panthers have been fighting injury and illness, Lundell had to 
deal with both. He is back now and happy to be back doing the thing he 
loves. 

— Check out Tuesday’s post-practice video from Tkachuk, Gudas and 
Maurice on the FHN YouTube Channel either by clicking the embedded 
videos below or click RIGHT HERE to see everything we’ve got up. 

NATIONAL HOCKEY NOW 

The Philadelphia Flyers finally got some good news when it came to 
injuries as goalie Carter Hart was back on the ice for the first practice 
following the break. 

It does not appear that Hart is going to miss any time after he was hurt 
last week — and things did not look good. 

— The Washington Capitals give an update on John Carlson after he 
took a shot to the face against Winnipeg. 

— Did the Pittsburgh Penguins just play their worst game of the year? 
Coming out of the break can be hard to do. 

— The Vegas Golden Knights found that out in L.A. 

— Unless they meet in the playoffs, the Battle of Alberta is done before 
New Year’s. Edmonton wins the season series against the Calgary 
Flames 2-1. 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

MONTREAL CANADIENS AT FLORIDA PANTHERS  

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida, ESPN+ 

Radio: WPOW 96.5-FM2; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-
FM (Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

Last season: Florida won 3-1 

All-time regular season series: Florida leads 51-38-11, 6 ties 

Up Next for the Panthers: Dec. 30 at Carolina Hurricanes, 7:30 p.m. 
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Radko Gudas Ready to Get Back with Florida Panthers 

 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — Radko Gudas has not played a game with the Florida 
Panthers in almost a month after sustaining a concussion Dec. 3 in 
Seattle. 

Gudas went on IR with the concussion and started skating a few weeks 
ago, joining his Florida teammates for practice over the past 10 days. 

He appears ready for his return. 

Tuesday, Gudas was again a full participant in practice and could be 
back Thursday against the Canadiens. 

He said he was excited to be back with a full contingent at practice as 
Sasha Barkov and Aaron Ekblad joined him as well. 

”It was excited to get everyone going, to have everyone together,” said 
Gudas, who was hurt as he collided with teammate Sam Bennett and 
former Panthers forward Jared McCann as they were wrapped up along 
the boards. 

”It has been a little longer than I would have wanted to I am excited for 
the progress here. I have to get the timing right in game-like situations. 
These practices have helped me get back into shape.” 

With Gudas out, the Panthers have had to slide things around the past 
few weeks with defensive partners mixing-and-matching and playing 
extended minutes. 

Seeing his team struggle — the Panthers have lost their past three and 
six of eight — and not be able to do anything about it, Gudas said, was 
the “most” frustrating part of being out especially this past week. 

“Seeing the boys and being around them and knowing I can’t really help 
them,’’ Gudas said. “I just tried to progress every day and be the best 
version of myself I could be. It is always tough to see your boys play 
without you, but I thought they battled the whole time and we’re looking 
forward to a good, strong second half.” 

Having Gudas back, coach Paul Maurice said, has been uplifting not only 
from what he can do on the back-end of the ice. But in the room as well. 

”Radko is such a unique player but also a unique personality on our team 
in practice,’’ Maurice said. “He’s chirping guys, is a big part of what 
happens out there. He just brings a real positive feel to our team.” 

Rookie Matt Kiersted was sent back to AHL Charlotte in a salary cap 
move following Friday’s loss to the Islanders but was called back. 

If Gudas plays, Kiersted will likely be a healthy scratch as Gudas was 
back with Josh Mahura on Tuesday. 

“Having him in the lineup settles everything down,’’ Matthew Tkachuk 
said. “He plays some big minutes for us, provides that element we don’t 
have a lot of on this team. I know from playing against him that he is very 
important.” 

Gudas was not the only player to be concussed in that game against the 
Kraken as Patric Hornqvist was hurt in the second period. 

Unlike Gudas, he was not hit with friendly fire but by the elbow of Daniel 
Sprong as he slid though the slot. 

Hornqvist was placed on long-term injured reserve and is eligible to 
return Thursday as his 10-game, 24-day stay has been completed. 

But Hornqvist does not appear to be returning to the lineup any time 
soon. 

That concussion was Hornqvist’s second within the span of a month. 
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Although he has been skating — and joined the Panthers for the latter 
half of Tuesday’s workout but spent a lot of it on his own — Florida is 
keeping Hornqvist on LTIR for the time being. 

Not only does Florida need the cap relief Horqvist’s LTIR stay provides, 
but with two concussions in a month, the team is concerned for his well-
being. 

Hornqvist turns 36 on New Year’s Day. 

“This is longer-term and goes to the concussion, the nature of how many 
he has had and how close those two were together,” Maurice said 
Tuesday. 

“There is a lot more going on with this. We are going to put them in 
blocks. We’re going to have another discussion here in the next week 
about where he feels he is at, where we feel he is at. Then we’ll plan on 
the next block from there.” 
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Matthew Tkachuk: ‘Playoffs Start Now’ for Florida Panthers 

 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — Matthew Tkachuk met with the South Florida media on 
Tuesday for the first time since his critical comments following the Florida 
Panthers 5-1 loss to the New York Islanders last week. 

After the loss, Tkachuk said the Panthers “deserved what we got” against 
the Islanders, adding “there have been games this year we definitely 
deserved to win but tonight we did not.” 

Tkachuk went on to say there where “lots of mistakes. Probably cheating 
it is the best way to put it. You can’t do that against any team in this 
league. … We have to find ways to win. We’re so behind where we have 
to be right now. Every individual needs to find a way to make a bigger 
difference than what we have this year.” 

On Tuesday afternoon, in Florida’s first practice after their Christmas 
break, Tkachuk said despite his team’s recent struggles — the Panthers 
have lost three straight and six of their past eight — the playoffs are still 
in sight. 

The Panthers do have quite a lot of meat left in their schedule although 
they have already squandered a big chunk of it. 

Still, Tkachuk reminded, it is not too late to make amends and get back 
into this thing. 

”It is still in our control, the mood is great because we know we have it,” 
Tkachuk said Tuesday. “We’re not negative, not down on each other. 
There is a ton of belief in this group. We have to come out here in a few 
days and show it. … The good thing is we have 40 or 50 big games 
coming up. The playoffs start now for us. Big games.” 

The Panthers, coach Paul Maurice said after that loss, had “absolutely no 
legs from start to finish. If you can’t skate, you can’t win.” 

He did not mind Tkachuk’s comments, he said on Tuesday, as long as 
Tkachuk included himself in them. 

No one, save perhaps for goalie Sergei Bobrovsky who kept the 
Panthers in that game, was very good on Long Island even though 
Tkachuk did give Florida a 1-0 lead with his 15th goal of the season. 

Maurice said while he did not think his team was mentally checked out 
Friday night, they just did not have what it took physically and mentally in 
that game. 

“I think it is fine as long as you are not separating yourself from the rest 
of the group,” Maurice said on Tuesday. “He was equally as good as 
everyone else that night — coaches included. We weren’t very good that 
night. We have had two of those (types of games) this month. You could 
feel it in the morning skate, we were worried about it after the first shift. 
We did not leave three or four standout performances and waste those 
with poor play from the rest of the team. We weren’t very good.” 

On Thursday, Tkachuk did include himself. 

”In our last game,’’ he said, “nobody brought it. … Everybody was 
frustrated with it.” 

Florida is obviously in a tough spot coming out of the break, entering 
Wednesday nine points back of the New York Rangers for the final wild 
card spot in the Eastern Conference. 

The Panthers had played more games than any other team in the Atlantic 
Division yet, unless a team such as Tampa Bay has a complete 
meltdown in these final months, will be locked out of one of three 
automatic postseason divisional spots. 

Florida is grouped in with teams such as the Islanders, Rangers, 
Capitals, Sabres and Red Wings for the two final wild card spots. 

And they are at the bottom of that grouping with 47 games remaining. 

Maurice said his team does not need that reminder. 

They know what is ahead of them. 

”I don’t think they need those tires pumped. I don’t,’’ he said. “All of us 
are hyperaware of the changes every night. They know where they are 
at. This is not their first year in the league. They understand, they know 
where we’re at and what we have coming up in January. The most 
important thing is to get players back in the lineup to assess where you 
are at.” 

With the Panthers not playing until Thursday and many of the teams in 
front of them getting some in, Florida may find themselves even further 
back by the time the Canadiens get here. 

Yet, with the Panthers getting healthy, Tkachuk sees light ahead. 

Florida had Sasha Barkov and Radko Gudas as practice Tuesday as well 
as Aaron Ekblad who appeared to sustain a shoulder injury in that loss to 
the Islanders. 

“It’s obviously a great sign and means they are right there if they are 
skating with the main group,” Tkachuk said. “When our main group is 
together, we’re a very dangerous group. Guys have stepped in and done 
an amazing job, but it is really good to have … those guys back who 
have missed a whole chunk of time.” 
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Sinking Devils drop another game to Bruins, fall to 3-7-2 in December | 3 
takeaways 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky  

 

The Devils trudged onto the ice in warmups Wednesday – injury-riddled, 
yet surprisingly confident – and knew they needed to finish their high-
danger chances to down the NHL-best Bruins. 

Much like their other losses in a brutal month of December, the Devils 
failed to deliver. 

Nico Hischier tied the game, 1-1, six minutes into the third period, but the 
Bruins, led by Patrice Bergeron and Vezina candidate Linus Ullmark, 
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quickly capitalized on New Jersey’s mistakes to claim the 3-1 victory at 
Prudential Center. 

The Devils controlled a large portion of the game – they won the 
expected goals battle, 3.24-2.68, after two periods – but a brutal effort on 
scoring chances and overall lack of awareness led to another loss. The 
Devils are slipping – hard. They have a 22-11-2 record (46 points) in the 
2022-23 season and need to face the Penguins on Friday in Pittsburgh. 

Here are three takeaways from the Devils’ 3-1 loss to the Bruins: 

Goalie’d... Again 

Ullmark is a borderline unstoppable goaltender this season and 
undeniably one of the reasons for Boston’s historic rise in the standings. 
But the Devils should have snuck way more goals past him. 

At the end of the first period, the Devils had a lopsided 2.41 expected 
goals for advantaged – compared to the Bruins’ 0.77 – but because they 
flung chances wide and hesitated too often, they ended the first period in 
a scoreless tie. 

Coach Lindy Ruff stresses finishing at every practice – he dedicates 
entire drills to simulating high-danger chance opportunities – but his team 
clearly needs an extra push after Wednesday night’s dud. 

Accountability 

Michael McLeod’s second period giveaway should have warranted a 
benching. 

The turnover – a lunging, panicked pass in New Jersey’s defensive zone 
after McLeod’s glove fell off – led directly to Trent Frederic’s go-ahead 
goal and gave Boston momentum en route to their second straight victory 
in Newark. 

It was ugly, forced and helped squash the Devils’ chances in a very 
winnable game against the No. 1 team in hockey. The entire game 
doesn’t fall on this one play, but the Devils don’t have much room for 
error right now. Ruff needs to hold mistakes like this accountable – 
especially since McLeod was a liability at points on Wednesday. When 
he was on the ice, the Devils had a 12-6 attempt disadvantage and a 
minus-29.42 relative expected goals for percentage. 

Yikes. 

Devils are drowning 

The Washington Capitals, despite being 17 points behind the Devils in 
early December, have a chance to tie them in the Metropolitan Division 
standings on Thursday. 

Even worse for New Jersey? They could lose their spot in the NHL 
playoff picture by next week if things continue to trend downward. The 
Devils have lost eight of their past nine games (1-7-1) and have a 
December record of 3-7-2. 

It’s unclear if management would make a massive trade or coaching 
change if the collapse continues, but it’s clear that general manager Tom 
Fitzgerald needs to do something – anything – to halt this spiral. 
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Devils’ injury report: Why Ondrej Palat was placed on LTIR, Tyce 
Thompson was called up over Graeme Clarke 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky 

 

Ondrej Palat skated in the Devils’ previous two practices, which was a 
massive leap in his groin surgery recovery. 

So why did the Devils, desperate for a break amid their 3-6-2 start to 
December, place him on long-term injured reserve following 
Wednesday’s pre-game skate? The answer has to do with New Jersey’s 
current injury bug. 

Palat is not dealing with any setbacks – coach Lindy Ruff said he’s the 
“closest” of all injured players to returning – but since he has been out 
since Oct. 24, his LTIR placement is retroactive and he can be activated 
at any point. Placing Palat on LTIR granted the Devils $10.125 million in 
cap relief (Palat and goalie Jonathan Bernier’s salaries) and allowed 
them to make call ups after placing defensemen John Marino and Ryan 
Graves on injured reserve on Wednesday morning. The Devils recalled 
forward Tyce Thompson and defenseman Tyler Wotherspoon on 
Wednesday and, according to CapFriendly, have used $5.5 million of 
their LTIR cap space. 

Ruff dealt with plenty of injury issues during the Devils’ dreadful 27-46-9 
season in 2021-22, but says he feels more confident in this year’s depth. 

“I do,” Ruff said. “You look at (Nikita) Okhoitiuk and Kevin Bahl – 
especially on the back end – you’ve got two players that have experience 
now, that have played some games, that have a couple of years in the 
American League, know what it’s like. You can look upfront without Palat, 
we’ve been able to have the next man in and fill in well. (Nathan) Bastian, 
I think with Thomspon you’re looking for that type of replacement. We 
have been able to. We’ve just got to make sure that we win games now.” 

Why not Graeme Clarke? 

Devils prospect Graeme Clarke had four goals and two assists in two 
games last week, which earned him AHL player of the week honors and 
padded his already impressive season resume. 

Thompson still got the nod over him on the NHL roster. The reason, Ruff 
says, is because he needs a physical, Bastian-type player like Thompson 
more than he needs a prolific goal scorer like Clarke. 

“Based on our needs, when you look at our right side – where Clarke 
may play – we’ve had (Jesper) Bratt on that side, we’ve had (Dawson) 
Mercer on that side, so when you’re looking at what might fit for Graeme 
Clarke, you’d look at a top offensive role,” Ruff said. “We need somebody 
down the lineup to give us some physicality, give us some penalty killing. 
We’re looking at high energy. So we’re looking at a little bit of a different 
player.” 

Thompson, who has six goals and seven assists in 22 games with Utica 
this season, will fill Alexander Holtz’s spot in the lineup on Wednesday 
vs. the Bruins. He already has chemistry with linemates Miles Wood and 
Michael McLeod and hopes his call up will net him more NHL minutes. 

“I want to show that I can play here, that I belong in the NHL,” Thompson 
said. “I feel like I do. Tonight’s a big game and a big test against a big 
test at this level. 

“It’s more in-skate, but I feel like we were pretty crisp. I’ve played with 
Mikey before, so I feel like me and him have a little bit of chemistry and 
Woody’s a great player too. A lot of speed, I think we’ll be good tonight.” 

The Devils may need Thompson to stay for a while. Ruff said Bastian is 
back to skating, but his injury still has to fully recover. If Thompson can 
mimic Bastian’s toughness and strong net-front presence, the Devils will 
finally regain their fourth-line confidence and will be better suited for their 
tough 2023 schedule start. 

“High energy, physical, that’s part of the game that was important for us 
when we were doing well,” Ruff said, when asked about Thompson in the 
Devils’ lineup. “A line that could change momentum, could change the 
physicality inside of the game.” 
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Devils are slipping. Is it time to panic? | 3 major concerns, potential 
solutions before tough new year schedule 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky  

 

New Jersey Devils head coach Lindy Ruff (left) and associate coach 
Andrew Brunette (right) behind the bench against the Edmonton Oilers 
on Monday, Nov. 21, 2022 in Newark, N.J. 

In November, the Devils were the scrappy, underdog team who rose from 
boos at their home opener to a historic winning streak that ignited a 
success-starved fanbase. 

Now in December, the Devils lack the same zip and confidence they 
once had and need to quickly fix things to even stay in the playoff picture. 

Ever since coach Lindy Ruff’s team finished November with an NHL-
record 13 wins, they have a 3-6-2 record, lost their division lead to the 
Carolina Hurricanes and are five points removed from being out of the 
postseason race. 

They have shown glimpses of their dominant selves in recent games – 
New Jersey looked particularly strong in their 4-2 win over the Florida 
Panthers last Wednesday and in their 4-3 loss to Boston last Friday – but 
there are several obvious issues that may cause them to slip into a 
crushing collapse. 

Before they face the Bruins again on Wednesday, here are three reasons 
for concern amid the Devils’ recent slump (and how they can fix things in 
the new year): 

The injuries 

Maybe Nathan Bastian really was the glue that kept the Devils’ winning 
streak together. 

Hyperbolic? Absolutely. But New Jersey’s sloppiness when one player – 
a fourth-line winger –is forced from the lineup is becoming more 
concerning as the calendar year winds down. Yes, injuries are a 
guarantee in hockey. And yes, Ondrej Palat is returning soon – which will 
add a much-needed two-way, gritty forward with underrated playmaking 
skills and undeniable connectivity both with the locker room and his 
linemates back to Ruff’s lineup. But the Devils’ response to their recent 
injury woes will either cement them as one of the NHL’s best stories this 
season, or make them first-round exit fluke because 
management/coaching couldn’t respond to adverse situations. 

The recent injuries are more dire, too. 

Devils defensemen John Marino and Ryan Graves suffered upper and 
lower body injuries last week and, according to Ruff, are listed as “week-
to-week.” Both add great value – the pair ranks first in goals against 
when on the ice (six) and 23rd in expected goals percentage (15.7%) – 
so it’s a crushing blow for assistant coach Ryan McGill’s once-booming 
blueline. 

So, how do they fix this? In Graves and Marino’s absence, New Jersey 
will either need a surge from players like Dougie Hamilton and Jonas 
Siegenthaler – both of whom are seeing an expected goals percentage 
dip of around minus-10 points compared to their season averages in 
December – or hope a player like Damon Severson can have a breakout 
game every now and then. 

A trade for another blueliner doesn’t seem likely, so one wild card, 
perhaps, is the Devils’ young core of defensemen. Prospects like 
aggressive LHD Nikita Okhotiuk – who was called up last week – Reilly 
Wash and maybe even Simon Nemec (after the 2023 WJC) could add a 
spark plug if added to the NHL roster mid-season. 

Lack of finishing 

The Devils have 28 goals in December. Advanced stats say they should 
have about 7.82 more. 

In the previous 28 days, New Jersey has, for the most part, looked lost 
when in front of other teams’ nets. Players such as Jack Hughes, Nico 
Hischier, Dawson Mercer and awful puck-luck expert Erik Haula are 
creating great chances – the Devils have the fourth highest scoring 
chance for percentage rate this month – but they’re either missing wide 
or getting swiped by opposing netminders shortly after this happens. 

Palat’s complementary play style should somewhat bandage this, but the 
Devils’ best option for revamped success is currently playing winger for 
the San Jose Sharks. Timo Meier, a prolific goal-scoring forward on a 
struggling San Jose team, will likely be one of the prime trade candidates 
at the trade deadline. Will it cost a lot? Yes – probably Alexander Holtz, 
more talented prospects and draft picks. But if Tom Fitzgerald wants to 
squash any doubts about his team’s finishing, Meier is the perfect 
addition. 

Meier has 34 points (18 goals and 16 assists) in 35 games played. He 
ranks 11th in individual expected goals (16.44) and third in individual 
scoring chances for (173). Also, come on, he’s buddies with his two 
fellow Swiss countrymen, Hischier and Siegenthaler. 

Inconsistency in net 

The Devils – for the second year in a row – are facing a Mackenzie 
Blackwood conundrum. 

Blackwood had a great performance in his first start back from his MCL 
injury last week, but was humbled in his 4-3 loss to Boston on Dec. 23 
(he surrendered four goals on 18 shots). Maybe it isn’t quite “panic 
button” time yet, but Blackwood’s inconsistent play has left fans and Ruff 
frustrated after games. 

Blackwood, 26, has the 15th worst goals saved above anticipated rating 
(minus-4.34) and has a 2.59 goals against average this season. He’s 
looked confused on the ice and has demonstrated poor rebound control 
and reflexes during key moments. 

Fans fell in love with the Vitek Vanecek/Akira Schmid tandem during the 
winning streak, so if Blackwood doesn’t flip his season, Ruff should 
consider moving back to that – even if it costs him Blackwood on 
waivers. 

Vanecek needs to snap out of his recent skid, but having him in the 1A 
slot and Schmid – who has the 19th best GSAA rating (3.83) in the NHL 
– at the other would not be the worst option for a goalie-desperate team. 
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Patrice Bergeron breaks late tie, Bruins beat Devils 3-1 

 

Denis P. Gorman 

 

NEWARK — Patrice Bergeron scored the tiebreaker with 4:08 remaining 
in the third period and the Boston Bruins beat the New Jersey Devils 3-1 
on Wednesday night. 

Trent Frederic and Pavel Zacha also scored for NHL-leading Boston, 
which improved to 28-4-3. Linus Ullmark made 26 saves. 

“It’s almost like you get used to it,” Bergeron said of Ullmark, who won his 
20th game of the season. “You don’t want to do that, though. ... We’re a 
good team defensively. And I think you (have) to carry that on.” 

Vitek Vanecek made 24 saves for New Jersey, which fell to 22-11-2. Nico 
Hischier scored for the Devils. 
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“We did all the things that we talk about,” Erik Haula said. “You have to 
play 60 minutes, especially when we we play against the best teams in 
the league. If you don’t play 60, you’re vulnerable. And we got to fix that. 
Like now.” 

Trent Frederic and the Bruins continue to their great season.   

Bergeron tipped a shot by Lindholm past Vancek for his 14th goal of the 
season. 

“That play by Bergeron,” Bruins coach Jim Montgomery said, “there’s not 
(enough) words to describe him. That’s a big-time goal. Not everyone 
goes to those hard areas. That’s why he scored. That’s why he has a 
thousand points. That’s why he’s our leader.” 

With New Jersey trailing 1-0 entering the third, Hischier tied the game at 
the 6:11 mark with his 14th of the season. The Devils captain drove to 
the net and redirected Fabian Zetterlund’s centering pass past Ullmark. 

Despite being outplayed for most of the first two periods, it was the 
Bruins who broke through first. Frederic gave the Bruins a 1-0 lead 8:57 
into the second period with his seventh goal of the season. A few 
moments after killing a New Jersey power play, the Bruins attacked. 
Lindholm intercepted a clearing attempt and skated down the middle of 
the ice before dropping a pass for Frederic, who snapped a quick shot 
past Vanecek from the high slot. 

“Once you take care of the process, the results fall in line,” Bergeron 
said. “For me, it’s all about the process and details. That’s who we are. I 
think that’s our identity. We (have) to concentrate and put the emphasis 
on details.” 

Zacha added an empty-netter for the Bruins. 

NOTES: Prior to the game, the Devils announced defensemen Ryan 
Graves and John Marino were placed on injured reserve, retroactive to 
Dec. 21 and Dec. 20, respectively. In the corresponding roster move, 
right wing Tyce Thompson and defenseman Tyler Wotherspoon were 
recalled from AHL Utica. Wotherspoon was a healthy scratch, along with 
left wing Alexander Holtz and right wing Andreas Johnsson. ... Devils 
defenseman Damon Severson played in his 600th NHL game. … Boston 
went 0-for-3 with a man advantage and killed both New Jersey power 
plays. …Third line left wing Taylor Hall was booed by the 16,514 in 
attendance every time he touched the puck. Hall spent parts of four 
seasons with New Jersey, including 2017-18 in which he won the Hart 
Trophy and led the Devils to the franchise’s first playoff berth since 2011-
12. 

Bruins: Host Buffalo on Saturday. 

Devils: Visit Pittsburgh on Friday. 
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Devils no match for NHL-leading Bruins 

 

Associated Press 

 

Patrice Bergeron scored the tiebreaker with 4:08 remaining in the third 
period and the Boston Bruins beat the New Jersey Devils 3-1 on 
Wednesday night. 

Trent Frederic and Pavel Zacha also scored for NHL-leading Boston, 
which improved to 28-4-3. Linus Ullmark made 26 saves. 

“It’s almost like you get used to it,” Bergeron said of Ullmark, who won his 
20th game of the season. “You don’t want to do that, though. … We’re a 
good team defensively. And I think you (have) to carry that on.” 

Vitek Vanecek made 24 saves for New Jersey, which fell to 22-11-2. Nico 
Hischier scored for the Devils. 

“We did all the things that we talk about,” Erik Haula said. “You have to 
play 60 minutes, especially when we we play against the best teams in 
the league. If you don’t play 60, you’re vulnerable. And we got to fix that. 
Like now.” 

Bergeron tipped a shot by Lindholm past Vancek for his 14th goal of the 
season. 

“That play by Bergeron,” Bruins coach Jim Montgomery said, “there’s not 
(enough) words to describe him. That’s a big-time goal. Not everyone 
goes to those hard areas. That’s why he scored. That’s why he has a 
thousand points. That’s why he’s our leader.” 

With New Jersey trailing 1-0 entering the third, Hischier tied the game at 
the 6:11 mark with his 14th of the season. The Devils captain drove to 
the net and redirected Fabian Zetterlund’s centering pass past Ullmark. 

Despite being outplayed for most of the first two periods, it was the 
Bruins who broke through first. Frederic gave the Bruins a 1-0 lead 8:57 
into the second period with his seventh goal of the season. A few 
moments after killing a New Jersey power play, the Bruins attacked. 
Lindholm intercepted a clearing attempt and skated down the middle of 
the ice before dropping a pass for Frederic, who snapped a quick shot 
past Vanecek from the high slot. 

“Once you take care of the process, the results fall in line,” Bergeron 
said. “For me, it’s all about the process and details. That’s who we are. I 
think that’s our identity. We (have) to concentrate and put the emphasis 
on details.” 

Zacha added an empty-netter for the Bruins. 

Before the game, the Devils announced defensemen Ryan Graves and 
John Marino were placed on injured reserve, retroactive to Dec. 21 and 
Dec. 20, respectively. 

In the corresponding roster move, right wing Tyce Thompson and 
defenseman Tyler Wotherspoon were recalled from AHL Utica. 
Wotherspoon was a healthy scratch, along with left wing Alexander Holtz 
and right wing Andreas Johnsson. 

Devils defenseman Damon Severson played in his 600th NHL game. … 
Boston went 0-for-3 with a man advantage and killed both New Jersey 
power plays. … Third line left wing Taylor Hall was booed by the 16,514 
in attendance every time he touched the puck. Hall spent parts of four 
seasons with New Jersey, including 2017-18 in which he won the Hart 
Trophy and led the Devils to the franchise’s first playoff berth since 2011-
12. 
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Rangers' power play looking to find ways to get better shots 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

After coming up empty on five power-play opportunities Tuesday night 
against the Capitals, the Rangers are now 1-for-14 with the man-
advantage in their last three games. 

Keeping the puck in the offensive zone has not been the problem. 
Neither has maintaining possession or setting themselves up in scoring 
positions. Their most notable issue on the power play was on full display 
against the Capitals, who pushed the Rangers to the perimeter and 
allowed them to fall into their habitual ways that don’t always produce the 
most effective shots. 
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“I think we’re open to trying a few new things,” Adam Fox told The Post of 
the first power-play unit’s ability to work through the kinks, considering 
four of the members of that group have been playing together for so long. 
“I don’t think we want to get stuck in our ways. Obviously, other teams 
are scouting us and trying to adjust, so I think we’ve got to adjust too. We 
try to throw some different looks, some of them work, some of them 
haven’t. 

“As long as you’re not letting any frustration creep in, a lot of teams go 
through slumps on power plays, they go through hot streaks on power 
plays, it’s a little tough to judge. I think as long as we’re getting looks, 
can’t let frustration get in there.” 

Head coach Gerard Gallant’s commitment to the first unit of Fox, Artemi 
Panarin, Mika Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and Vincent Trocheck has only 
made the streaks without production that much more noticeable. It’s not 
just the personnel, but the imbalance of ice time between the Rangers’ 
two power-play units. 

There’s no question the top unit is a collection of the club’s elite talent — 
and when they’re on, they’re so on — but maybe a change or two could 
do the Rangers some good. Whether the adjustment is in the set plays 
they look for or their general approach, the Rangers need to figure out 
how to fully unlock their power play. 

“When it’s good, Foxy shoots a couple pucks, you get some deflections 
in front of the net and then that opens up the side plays for Mika and 
Bread,” Gallant said. “You just can’t go to the same two plays all the time 
and expect they’re going to work. You’ve got to do the little things in front 
of the net and you’ve got to battle. 

“What is [the Rangers’ current power-play percentage]? [21.9] percent? 
It’s not a bad number, but with that talent, we should be better than that 
and we know that. Sure, they hit some goalposts, but you’ve got to put 
the puck in the net and that’s the bottom line.” 

Opponents are always well aware of how effective the Rangers can be 
on the power play. This leaves little room for success for the Rangers 
when there’s no element of surprise. More often than not, Zibanejad has 
been covered in his spot in the left faceoff circle. Every member of the 
first unit is a righty shot, so with Panarin in the right circle, there’s zero 
potential for a scoring threat there. 

Asked if he has considered inserting a lefty to give the Rangers a better-
suited weapon on the other side, Gallant said he wasn’t worried about 
that. 

“No,” he said. “These guys are too good to put somebody else in there.” 
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Alexis Lafreniere dropped to fourth line after Rangers no-show: 'Want 
him to be better' 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Gerard Gallant maintained that there were several players who didn’t 
play hard enough in the Rangers’ 4-0 loss to the Capitals on Tuesday 
night at the Garden — after which the head coach equated the team’s 
performance to garbage — but it was Alexis Lafreniere who ended up in 
the doghouse the following day at practice. 

Lafreniere skated on the fourth line’s four-man rotating unit along with 
Jonny Brodzinski, Jimmy Vesey and Sammy Blais, who was scratched 
the previous two games. It was one of several changes Gallant made to 
the forward group in response to Tuesday night’s dud. Lafreniere’s 
demotion, however, came with some motivating undertones. 

“I want him to be better,” Gallant said Wednesday after a harder-than-
usual practice at MSG Training Center, before the Rangers traveled to 
Florida for a pair of games that will conclude 2022 and kick off 2023. 
“Laffy has gotten some chances to play with good people and he’s 
played well at times, but it’s inconsistent. And again, there was a bunch 
of them [Tuesday] night. 

“So Laffy is getting maybe knocked down today in practice. Not saying 
he’s going to be there tomorrow. I don’t know where he’s going to be 
tomorrow. Sometimes it’s a wake-up call for the kids.” 

This isn’t the first time Gallant has tried to push the right buttons on 
Lafreniere, who — despite a handful of assists recently — has largely 
faded to the background lately. The first overall pick in 2020 spent a 
practice and a game on the fourth line last season in early November and 
later served as a healthy scratch on April 13. 

Gallant essentially said the same thing then as he did Wednesday: The 
Rangers need more out of Lafreniere. Seventeen points (five goals, 12 
assists) in 36 games isn’t nothing, but the consistency hasn’t been there. 
The strides that fellow youngsters Kaapo Kakko and Filip Chytil have 
taken toward making an impact on a game-to-game basis this season 
are simply much greater than those made by Lafreniere. 

“It frustrates you as a coach, you want to give opportunities to people,” 
said Gallant, who made a point to say the lines could change by the time 
he gets down the hallway inside the training center. “Sometimes they 
take it, sometimes they let it fall a little bit. My job is to win games. We’re 
not developing right now, we develop in practice, but we want to win 
games. We’re a good hockey team.” 

The rest of the changes to the forward lines reverted to some original 
combinations, such as Chris Kreider’s and Mika Zibanejad’s reunion with 
Kakko on the top unit. Vincent Trocheck returned to the middle of Artemi 
Panarin and Barclay Goodrow, while the third line featured Chytil, Vitali 
Kravtsov and Julien Gauthier, who earned a promotion to the top nine 
after he was easily one of the Rangers’ best forwards in Tuesday’s loss. 

Considering how many times Gallant has tinkered with the lineup this 
season, such drastic alterations following a bad loss come across as a bit 
of an overreaction. The Rangers felt good about themselves heading into 
the holiday break, so it seems important to keep morale high and not 
dwell on one performance. But who could blame Gallant after what he 
saw unfold on ice in the shutout loss to Washington? 

Maybe Gallant meant it when he said not to put too much stock into the 
lines at practice Wednesday. 

Maybe the sole purpose was to make sure it was universally understood 
that the last game was unacceptable. 

Maybe it was all about sending a message to a certain player. 
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How Islanders' Alexander Romanov, Ilya Sorokin wound up at Igor 
Shesterkin's house for Christmas 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

Alexander Romanov and Ilya Sorokin didn’t have the option of going 
home for Christmas or spending the holiday with their extended families. 
Getting to another continent over a three-day break is out of the question, 
even if the Russian invasion of Ukraine wasn’t a factor for the two of 
them specifically. 

So on Christmas Day, the two instead got an invite someplace a little 
closer: Igor Shesterkin’s house. 
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The ties between Shesterkin, Sorokin and Romanov go back a long way. 
Shesterkin and Sorokin have been friends since childhood, and have 
played in the same age group for the Russian national team. Shesterkin 
and Romanov know each other through the Krylya Sovetov Moscow 
youth team, though Romanov is four years younger than the Rangers’ 
netminder. And Sorokin and Romanov were teammates for CSKA 
Moscow in the KHL long before playing together on Long Island. 

On Christmas, those bonds played out as a group of players who 
otherwise might have had a quiet holiday were able to celebrate together. 

“It’s not easy to be a foreigner in a [new] country,” Romanov told The 
Post. “And it’s really good when you have close friends here. It’s 
important.” 

The NHL is unique among major sports in how it handles the holiday 
season. Instead of playing through and trying to make Christmas a 
marquee television event as the NBA and NFL do, the NHLPA negotiated 
three league-mandated off days, Dec. 24-26, into the collective 
bargaining agreement. 

That allows players some rest, and some get the chance to travel home 
to see their families for Christmas. For the large contingent of Europeans 
in the league, though, that can make the holiday a lonely occasion. 

At least some of the Islanders’ Europeans, though, made the best of the 
situation. 

Aatu Raty and Robin Salo’s parents both made the trip from Finland to 
spend the holiday together. Raty said his mom had been in the States for 
more than a month, but his dad happened to fly over just a few days 
before he got called up. 

That meant he could make his NHL debut, and score his first NHL goal, 
with both parents watching. 

“It is [really lucky] and they are both huge hockey fans,” Raty said. “My 
dad played professional hockey, he’s been my coach for a long time. 
He’s still a professional hockey coach, knows a lot about the game. It’s a 
dream come true for me and him and my mom, too. I feel like all the 
hockey moms know the game but she does as well.” 

Raty, who skated in his second NHL game on Tuesday against the 
Penguins, said that it still felt “surreal” to have scored, though his brother, 
Aku, is on a four-game scoring streak in the Finnish Liiga, and kept him 
humble via text. 

“He’s got more goals than me this season,” Raty said. “He said once is a 
fluke, gotta score more.” 

“It’s a little bit early to tell,” Isles coach Lane Lambert said Tuesday 
morning, asked about Raty’s potential to stick with the team. “I thought 
he showed well the other night and we’ll just keep seeing how he goes 
here. He’s growing. The coaching staff in [AHL] Bridgeport has done a 
great job with all those guys that have been called up, so we’re happy 
about that.” 

Since he’s in the middle of the season, Aku Raty couldn’t make the trip 
with his parents, but the family attempted to cook a traditional Finnish 
Christmas meal at Aatu’s home in Milford, Conn. It wasn’t easy to find all 
the ingredients — they had to go with premade ham, for example — but 
they made it work. 

“It’s kind of different,” Raty said. “But it turned out well.” 
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Is demoting Alexis Lafrenière a knee-jerk panic move for the Rangers? 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano 

 

TARRYTOWN - As far as the New York Rangers' locker room is 
concerned, Tuesday night was a minor speed bump. 

They won eight out of nine prior to the 4-0 loss to the Washington 
Capitals, with players expressing that one poor performance won't derail 
the progress they've made. 

"It's one game," Alexis Lafrenière told lohud.com, part of the USA 
TODAY Network, following Wednesday's practice at the MSG Training 
Center. "I don't think there are reasons to panic too much. Before the 
break, we were on a roll. As a team, we were playing really well, so just 
try to come back to that and play some good hockey." 

By contrast, signals from head coach Gerard Gallant suggest he isn't as 
confident about staying the course. 

Takeaways: Rangers lose momentum following Christmas break 

Lineup: Vitali Kravtsov's top-line opportunity has arrived 

He's conveyed urgency through both his words and actions, calling out 
his team as "garbage" on Tuesday before skating them hard at 
Wednesday's practice. He also juggled the lines during the second period 
against the Caps and again the next morning, continuing a two-month 
run of dizzying changes. 

"I’ve been switching them quite a bit," Gallant admitted. "Even in the 10-
game stretch, there were a lot of different combinations. I don't like that, 
but I want to try and find guys that are going to be consistent and play 
hard and play well together. You get a good game here. You get a good 
couple of periods here – and that’s what frustrates you as a coach. We’re 
better than that." 

The most recent shakeup featured a reunion of the Chris Kreider-Mika 
Zibanejad-Kaapo Kakko line that was largely effective during the first 
month of the season, along with another try for the Artemi Panarin-
Vincent Trocheck combo that didn't work nearly as well. 

But the most glaring switch involved Lafrenière, who was 
unceremoniously dropped to the fourth line. 

"I want him to be better," Gallant said when asked to explain the 
decision. "He's got some chances to play with good people and he's 
played well at times, but it's the inconsistency." 

New York Rangers' Alexis Lafrenière in action during an NHL hockey 
game against the Philadelphia Flyers, Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022, in 
Philadelphia. 

As Gallant pointed out, the 21-year-old forward was one of many who 
had a rough night against Washington. He had just taken the ice before 
the Caps' second goal from Erik Gustafsson, the result of a slow line 
change that led to an odd-man rush, and was charged with two 
giveaways while only recording one shot on goal in 13:14 time on ice. 

"I was rusty," Lafrenière said. "I didn’t play my best game. I’ll try to be 
better in the future." 

Accountability has never been an issue for No. 13, who did not complain 
about his new assignment and answered questions diplomatically. He 
offered the fair assessment that his season has consisted of "some good 
games, some bad games," which is reflected in his modest total of 17 
points (five goals and 12 assists) in 36 games and 49.84% xGF, 
according to Evolving Hockey. Multiple scouts have expressed concern 
about his skating and inability to create the separation that allowed him to 
rack up points at the junior level. 

But Lafrenière also correctly pointed out that his previous line with Filip 
Chytil and Kaapo Kakko was mostly effective during the Rangers' stretch 
of eight wins in nine games − a span in which he registered seven points 
and a plus-four rating. 
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"Our line was good," he said. "We’re at our best when we play low (near 
the goal line) and protect the puck. I think before the (Christmas) break, 
we played pretty well." 

Demoting the No. 1 overall pick from the 2020 NHL Draft raises 
questions about how the Rangers have handled the once-prized prospect 
and whether the move is best for his individual growth, but Gallant isn't 
concerned about the optics. He's hoping it serves as "a wake-up call," 
which Lafrenière has responded well to in the past. 

But whether it's him, Vitali Kravtsov or any other young forward, it's clear 
this coach is reluctant to extend his trust and unafraid to toy with their 
confidence. 

"My job is to win games," Gallant said. "We're not developing right now. 
We develop in practice, but we want to win games. We're a good hockey 
team." 

Lafrenière has tried to adapt to the frequent lineup shuffling − "We’ve had 
changes all year long," he said. "You’ve got to learn to play with different 
guys. Whoever you’re playing with, just be ready" − but it's also a 
contract season for the pending restricted free agent. 

His own inconsistencies, along with constantly adjusting to new 
linemates and barely receiving any power play time, all threaten to 
diminish the value of his next deal. 

But even if those concerns are weighing on him, expect Lafrenière to 
keep that to himself − at least until this summer. 

“I don't think about it too much,” he said. “It’s not something that you’ve 
got to focus on. You’ve got to focus on just your play and trying to get 
better.” 
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Rangers' Alexis Lafreniere demoted to fourth line in Gerard Gallant's 
latest shake-up 

 

Colin Stephenson 

 

TAMPA, Fla. – Rangers coach Gerard Gallant has been poking fun of 
and sometimes even chastising himself in recent weeks about how often 
he changes his team’s forward line combinations. When the Blueshirts 
were struggling to find themselves before their recent seven-game win 
streak, he changed the lines frequently; then, even during the win streak, 
and the eight-wins-in-nine-games stretch before the Christmas break, he 
still tinkered with his combinations at times. 

He blew up his lines again Tuesday, late in the second period of the 
Rangers’ no-show, 4-0 loss to the Washington Capitals at the Garden. 
And then at Wednesday’s practice, before the team flew to Florida for its 
game Thursday against the Lightning, he tweaked them again, making 
news when he put forward Alexis Lafrenière, the No. 1 overall pick in the 
2020 draft, on the fourth line. 

In speaking with reporters afterward, Gallant cautioned that, as often as 
he changes lines, it’s no sure thing that Lafrenière will be on the fourth 
line for Thursday’s game. He could change his mind before then, the 
coach said. 

But he did say he wanted Lafrenière, who has five goals and 12 assists 
in 36 games, “to be better.’’ 

“Laffy’s got some chances to play with some good people, and he’s 
played well at times. But it’s inconsistency,’’ Gallant said. “So Laffy’s 
getting maybe knocked down today in practice. I’m not saying he’s going 

to be there tomorrow – I don’t know where he’s going to be tomorrow. 
But sometimes it’s a wakeup call for the kids. We’ll see.’’ 

If Gallant does put Lafrenière on the fourth line, it won’t be the first time. 
He did it in November of last season, his first as Rangers coach and 
Lafrenière’s second in the NHL. He even scratched the winger for a 
game in April. 

In creating the new combinations Wednesday, Gallant reunited the top 
line he began the season with – center Mika Zibanejad between wingers 
Chris Kreider and Kaapo Kakko – and put left wing Artemi Panarin back 
together with center Vincent Trocheck on the second line, with Barclay 
Goodrow on their right side. 

Gallant admitted that he has wanted to get Kreider and Zibanejad back 
together, and after splitting up Panarin and Trocheck because he said he 
didn’t think they were necessarily clicking, he wanted to give them 
another look together. 

“When you sit down in the summertime and you (look at) your lineup, 
you’re saying, ‘We want this to work, we want this to work,’ ’’ the coach 
said. “That’s obviously a good pairing (Panarin and Trocheck) that we’d 
like to have going. I think Kreider plays with Mika really well; we’ve seen 
that for a number of years. And I want to get back to that.’’ 

The third and fourth lines looked different, too. Winger Julien Gauthier, 
who’d been playing on the fourth line, but who has had two straight 
strong games after being scratched for two games, skated on the third 
line, with Filip Chytil and Vitali Kravtsov. The fourth line had four players 
on it: Lafrenière, Jimmy Vesey, Jonny Brodzinski and Sammy Blais.  
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NHL99: Jarome Iginla, the last of the NHL’s great power forwards 

 

Sean McIndoe11-14 minutes 29/12/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Stop for a moment and picture the most iconic Jarome Iginla moment. 
Not your personal favorite, or even the most important, but the one that 
best represents who he was to you. If a brand new hockey fan showed 
up and wanted to know why everyone — not just Flames fans, but 
everyone — seems to love this Iginla guy so much and you had time to 
show them one clip, which one would it be? 

You’d have a ton of choices. You could show them a goal. Counting the 
playoffs, you’d have more than 650 to choose from. You might go with a 
milestone moment, like his 500th goal or 1,000th point, or when he 
became the Flames’ all-time leading scorer. His epic overtime shift in the 
2004 Stanley Cup Final would have to be way up there on the list. You 
might choose one of his Team Canada highlights, like his laser beam 
one-timer late in the 2002 Olympic gold medal game, or the time that he 
and everyone else heard the infamous IGGY. You might even go off the 
board and choose the time he led the Flames in paying respect to Trevor 
Linden after his longtime rival’s final game, the sort of pure-class gesture 
we don’t see often in sports these days. 

Any of those would be great choices. But I’m guessing they may not be 
what came to mind first. Instead, there’s a good chance you thought of 
this: 

That’s Iginla and Tampa’s Vincent Lecavalier dropping the gloves early in 
Game 3 of the 2004 Final. Iginla is Calgary’s biggest star and their 
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captain; Lecavalier is the franchise player the Lightning have been 
building around. A fight between two superstars, in a crucial playoff 
game, just isn’t supposed to happen. But it does because this is a battle 
for a championship and neither player is willing to give an inch. 

You don’t have to like fighting in hockey or even understand it to get 
what’s happening here. There’s nothing dirty, and it’s not some staged 
production between two guys with nothing better to do. It’s just two stars 
on a collision course, staring each other down and saying, “I’m not going 
anywhere and I know you’re not either, so what do you want to do about 
it?” 

Iginla wins the fight, of course, because he almost always did. He didn’t 
fight often, maybe a handful of times a year, because he didn’t have to. 
But if it needed to be done, he was there. That was what made Iginla 
such a special player — he could do just about anything his team needed 
him to do. A goal? Of course. A dominating shift? Yes. Win the crucial 
battles in his own zone? Often. A crushing open-ice hit to flip the 
momentum? More than a few. And yes, if somebody needed to step up 
and trade punches, putting themselves at risk just to make it clear that 
this team wasn’t backing down from anyone, Iginla was willing and able 
to do that, too. 

Jarome Iginla kicked ass. Sometimes, literally. And there’s a very good 
chance that we’ll never see a player quite like him ever again, and that’s 
why he is No. 34 on our list of the greatest players of the modern era of 
the NHL. 

In one sense, there’s nothing unique about the concept of a power 
forward. Hockey has them, sure, but so do other sports. Basketball does, 
and in fact, the term shows up in that sport more than it does in hockey. 
And other sports have their own version of the concept, even if they call it 
something different. It’s a combination of skill and strength, the star who’s 
just as likely to overpower you as outplay you. They’re hard to stop, and 
you might even be too intimidated to want to try. 

But there was a time in the NHL when the power forward was a very 
specific type of player. Gordie Howe was probably the first, although 
some fans might count Rocket Richard. The shifting game of the 1970s 
brought stars like Clark Gilles and Terry O’Reilly. But the concept really 
crystalized some time in the 1980s, with the arrival of guys like Mark 
Messier, Rick Tocchet, Gary Roberts and Brendan Shanahan. For many 
fans, Cam Neely was the ultimate power forward. For others, Wendel 
Clark. Eric Lindros probably could have been the greatest of them all if 
he’d stayed healthy. 

The old-school power forward could beat you on the ice or in the alley, 
and sometimes both at the same time. They weren’t enforcers — that 
was a different type of player, the one-dimensional guy whose main 
purpose was dropping the gloves. The power forward would play on your 
first line and make the All-Star team. They could also cave your face in. 

If you’re young, or a relatively new fan, it can be hard to describe what it 
was like to watch that sort of player. You were never quite sure if they’d 
score a hat trick or run a goalie, but you knew with absolute certainty that 
they were going to do something. If your team had one, he was probably 
team captain, and he was definitely your favorite player. If they didn’t, 
you were terrified of the teams that did and spent those games praying 
that nobody made the scary man angry. 

Do those players exist anymore? I’m not sure they do. The shift in the 
way the game is played, including dramatic declines in fighting, have 
made the sport safer and more skillful, and (for some fans) far more 
entertaining. There’s still the occasional scrap or big hit, and intimidation 
will always be part of the game. But the idea of a superstar who could 
lead his teams in goals scored but also run over a defenseman and then 
meet the other team’s toughest player at center ice to discuss it … I’m 
not sure that’s a thing anymore. It doesn’t have to be. Milan Lucic was 
that guy for a bit, and maybe you still count Tom Wilson if we’re really 
stretching the definition of “star” about as far as it can go. But is there a 
Cam Neely or Wendel Clark or Brendan Shanahan in today’s NHL? 
Could there be? 

I don’t think the old-school power forward role exists anymore. It probably 
never will again. And that means that hockey fans will quite literally never 
see another player quite like Jarome Iginla. 

Iginla’s NHL story begins at the 1995 NHL Draft, where the Stars 
grabbed him with the No. 11 pick. But it really kicks into gear later that 
year, with what may be the greatest win-win trade of all time. 

Joe Nieuwendyk was nine seasons into what became a Hall-of-Fame 
(and top 100) career. He was 29, still considered a forward’s prime back 
then, and was coming off two straight years of point-per-game production 
and eight straight with at least 20 goals. But as the 1995-96 season 
began, he was holding out in Calgary, looking to force a trade. That was 
business as usual in the pre-cap NHL, and eventually the rebuilding 
Flames found a trading partner that was looking to add immediate help, 
and that had a decent prospect to offer. The Flames traded Nieuwendyk 
to the Stars, getting back Corey Millen and the rights to Iginla. 

Somewhat laughably in hindsight, the deal was panned in some quarters 
as a steal for Dallas. Blues star Brett Hull’s take on the Flames return 
was that “they got nothing.” Former Flames star Al MacInnis went even 
further, saying “I don’t know what Calgary was thinking” and that “Dallas 
didn’t have to give up anything to get him.” 

And at first, it may have felt that way in Calgary. Iginla was still toiling in 
the WHL, while Nieuwendyk fit in well with Dallas and eventually played a 
key role in their 1999 Stanley Cup win. But it didn’t take long for Flames 
fans to see that maybe they had a little bit more than “nothing” in this new 
prospect. Iginla made his NHL debut with two games in the 1996 
playoffs, scoring once. By 1996-97 he was a regular, putting up 50 points 
and finishing second in Calder Trophy voting. He’d barely slow down 
over the next 20 years, becoming the NHL’s poster boy for consistency, 
heart, leadership and class. 

We can run down the list of honors, including three first-team All-Star 
picks, a second-team nod, two Rocket Richards to go with an Art Ross. 
He was a Hart finalist three times, won the King Clancy and the Messier 
Leadership Award, and even appeared on Selke ballots. In what may 
have been even more of a low-key sign of respect from award voters, 
Iginla often got votes for the Lady Byng despite posting high penalty-
minute totals every year. The message seemed to be: Yes, he’s out there 
crushing guys, but count your blessings because we all know he could do 
even worse if he ever decides he wants to. 

And look, let’s just say it: Iginla absolutely should have won the Hart 
Trophy in 2002. Sure, Jose Theodore had a great season to drag a bad 
Montreal team into the playoffs, and we’re not here to dump on anyone’s 
career year. But Iginla posted a league-leading 52 goals and 96 points at 
the height of the dead puck era on a terrible team whose fourth-leading 
scorer was a defensive defenseman with 34 points. Iginla was the 
league’s best player that year and also its most valuable, by any 
definition you want to try to use. He tied Theodore in Hart voting, the only 
time that’s ever happened, but finished second because he had fewer 
first-place votes. It was the wrong call at the time, and with the benefit of 
20 years of hindsight, it looks even worse. 

Then again, maybe that’s the theme of Iginla’s career. Whether you’re a 
writer with a Hart vote, or a Hall of Famer like Brett Hull or Al MacInnis 
with a trade take, or roughly 650 goaltenders, or a defenseman trying to 
get in his way — he made you look bad. You couldn’t stop him with the 
game on the line unless you were a fan throwing a jersey, and you 
couldn’t ignore him unless you were a local Boston reporter. If you had 
the bad sense to drop the gloves with him, you’d end up looking bad in 
more ways than one because your face wouldn’t be symmetrical 
anymore. 

He was just a joy to watch, in part because he often seemed like he was 
having so much fun. He was also a Black star in a league in which that 
remains rare, and an active member of the Calgary community and 
charity scene. If you weren’t a Flames fan, you desperately wished you 
had a guy like Iginla on your team. Maybe you did, eventually, as he 
spent the last few years of his career bouncing around in search of a Cup 
that never came. But that final stretch was still a testament to the man 
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and the leader because even when the skills had diminished, teams were 
lining up just to have him in the room. 

Will we ever see another Jarome Iginla? 

In an obvious sense, no, because players like this are one-of-a-kind. But 
in the bigger picture, maybe it’s just not possible to ever have another 
Iginla — the power forward who has the skill to go around you or the 
mean streak to run over you. Today’s NHL is all about beating you on the 
ice, and nobody gives much thought to the alley anymore. You can 
decide if that’s a good thing or not, but it’s the reality of the league today, 
and there’s no sign of it ever going back. 

Jarome Iginla took the torch from Howe and Neely and Shanahan and 
became the prototype of an NHL power forward. He may well have 
played the role better than anyone else in the league’s modern history. 
There’s an excellent chance that he’ll be the last superstar to do it. And 
he did it all with a snarl mixed with a smile, all class all the way. 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.29.2022 

1208447 Websites 

 

NHL’s most effective finishers of 2022: Alex Ovechkin, Tage Thompson 
and others 

 

Shayna Goldman15-19 minutes 29/12/2022 

 

Goal scoring is the highlight in hockey. Slick passes don’t make the reels 
unless a teammate can send that into the back of the net. It’s all about 
the goal — how many a team can score and how few they allow is what 
wins games, after all.  

All goals aren’t created equally. There’s a variety of ways to score goals, 
and a ton of factors that lead to that score — the shot type, location, the 
play that preceded it, the goalie’s ability to stop a shot, or whether a lucky 
bounce helped fuel a sequence. And, of course, there’s finishing talent.  

The right flick of the wrist makes a simple shot all the more dangerous. 
The power behind a slap shot from the perfect angle can be unstoppable. 
Hand-eye coordination can make a player a consistent threat for tip-ins 
and deflections. And what about skaters who can pull off a smooth 
backhand goal? 

So, who is the best at scoring with each shot type? That’s something 
we’ve explored over the last few years. The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn 
checked in after the 2019-20 season, and we picked that up to cover all 
of 2021. That brings us to 2022.  

There are two ways to look at this. There’s the simple and effective way 
of counting who has scored the most with each shot type. And then 
there’s exploring the most effective shooters by analyzing who makes the 
most of their chances — to do that, we’ll have the help of Micah Blake 
McCurdy’s finishing charts.  

Via HockeyViz 

HockeyViz is the go-to site for all sorts of creative graphics. These 
visualizations break down how many goals a player scores relative to 
expectations. That’s based on McCurdy’s expected goal model that 
factors in shot location along with other key factors to build context 
around each unblocked shot attempt — including the angle of the 
attempt, the situation and a proxy for pre-shot movement for rebounds 
and rush shots. The charts, which are broken into four quadrants for 
different shot types, are available to Hockey Viz subscribers for all 
players going back to 2007-08. 

So, who are the best finishers in the NHL over the last calendar year?  

Wrist/Snap Shot 

Scoring Leader: Connor McDavid 

Goals: 42 / Expected 30.3 

McDavid’s scoring totals tend to slant closer to the assist column over 
goals, but that’s changed this season with the most even split for his 
scoreline since his rookie year.  

The Oilers captain has always been a threat whenever he’s on the ice. 
He’s elite in transition, a stellar playmaker and an effective shooter. But 
this season, in particular, McDavid simply decides he’s going to score 
goals mid-shift. He makes it look easy, which is why he’s one of the best 
in the world.  

While the generational center mixes in some slick backhands and has 
worked on adding a stronger one-timer to his arsenal, the shot of choice 
for McDavid tends to be a wrist shot.  

Seventy-six percent of McDavid’s goals from Jan. 1 through the end of 
the regular season were either wrist or snap shots, and that’s jumped by 
14 percent so far in 2022-23. 

That’s what elevates him to the top with 42 goals scored on either wrist 
or snap shots through the calendar year. Thanks to the quality of the 
shots he creates, he’s also the leader in expected goal generation too. 

Before even accounting for his shooting talent, what makes McDavid’s 
shots have such a high expected goal value is the prime shot location. 
Then there’s the context of what precedes it: an end-to-end rush, quick 
stickhandling, a nifty pass from a linemate, or another scoring chance 
altogether. That’s what makes him that much tougher to stop. 

There’s a gap between how many goals the average shooter would score 
in those exact scoring sequence scenarios and how many the center 
actually tallies. It’s just not the biggest gap of the last year. 

Best Finisher: Tage Thompson 

Goals: 38 / Expected 23.0 

The honors for the most wrist/snap shots above expectations belongs to 
Tage Thompson, who is becoming of the most dynamic scorers. 

Thompson’s breakout season was a sight to watch throughout the 2021-
22 season. The forward netted 38 goals and 68 points in 78 games. 
Twenty-six of those goals were tallied after the new year, and almost 89 
percent were either a wrist or snap shot between his even-strength and 
power-play minutes.  

Like most skaters, wristers and snap shots are what Thompson primarily 
shoots and scores with. He’s added a bit more variety into his game — 
his slap shot on the power play is a prime example. Still, about 65 
percent of his goals in 2022-23 have been wrist/snap shots.  

HockeyViz’s model only gives the average shooter an expected goal total 
of 23 based on his shot quality. But Thompson’s scored almost 15 more 
than expected to lead the league. That’s not just the biggest gap between 
reality and expectations for this shot type, but any shot type.  

Sometimes that gap can require some sort of sustainability check to 
analyze where there’s such a difference. But in Thompson’s case, there 
are quite a few reasons why he continues to outperform expectations.  

There’s the strength of his shot and the snap he gets on the release. 
That can help him pick his spots better and make it tougher for 
goaltenders to anticipate where he’s going to shoot. It helps Thompson 
finish even when he’s a bit further from the goal and on the outskirts of 
the scoring areas.  

There’s the skating ability and knack for getting to the net-front area. The 
Sabres forward has the attributes of a power forward, with a lot more 
finesse.  

Speaking of that finesse, Thompson’s quick to react to developing plays 
around him and patient when he needs to be. He’s both creative and 
gusty, and legitimately has the skill to make plays in tight.  
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Add in the pre-shot movement that can set up some of his plays, often by 
mainstay wingers Alex Tuch and Jeff Skinner, along with some help from 
Rasmus Dahlin on the blue line, and those sequences are even more 
likely to result in a goal.  

That’s what makes Thompson the most effective finisher when it comes 
to wrist/snap shots.  

Right behind him is the 2021 leader, Leon Draisaitl. And McDavid isn’t far 
behind, either. Elias Pettersson’s back after a slow end to 2021, and 
some of the league’s best goal scorers join the fold like Jason Robertson 
and David Pastrnak. 

Slap Shot 

Scoring Leader: Mika Zibanejad 

Goals: 15 / Expected 10.0 

Slap shots can be the easiest for goalies to read, because a shooter has 
to wind up to take it. Despite being somewhat predictable with his 
slapper, no one’s had more success than Mika Zibanejad in the last year. 
The center’s scored 15 goals with his signature shot, which he typically 
takes from the left circle on the power play. That makes up almost 42 
percent of his 36 goals in 2022. 

After getting off to a slower start in the goal column in 2021-22, Zibanejad 
was shifted from the slot to the left circle on the advantage. That put him 
back in the position to be the primary shooter on the power play, and it’s 
clearly paid off. 

On the left, the righty has a better shooting angle. And he has the help of 
strong playmakers, like Artemi Panarin, to set him up with cross-slot 
passes for one-timers. That gives a goalie little time to react and move 
laterally. 

While power-play slap shots are the norm, especially from this player, 
Zibanejad occasionally mixes in that shot at even strength, which can be 
a surprise. 

The center’s ability to create with his slapper lands him second in 
expected goals for that particular shot, behind only Steven Stamkos who 
hasn’t finished his chances at as high of a rate. 

Best Finisher: Alex Ovechkin 

Goals: 13 / Expected 7.5 

The most predictable shooter from the left circle on the power play is 
Ovechkin. No matter how much penalty killers can anticipate slap shots 
from his office, his finishing ability is just too great. That’s why he leads 
the league with 5.5 slap shot goals above expected.  

Ovechkin doesn’t always find himself on this list; he was outside of the 
top 10 after the 2019-20 season and in 2021. The fact that he wasn’t 
scoring with his one-timer as much to open last season plays into that. 

Last year’s leader was Devon Toews, who often shot from the point. 
Before that, it was David Pastrnak, who generated slap shots both from 
one-timers in the left circle and back at the point. Unlike Toews and 
Pastrnak, Ovechkin’s not scoring with his slap shot from the point. The 
volume shooter’s generally closer to the circles, which has a higher 
expected goal value. So it takes more for Ovechkin to outscore 
expectations versus a player who is scoring on shots with very low 
probability of converting.  

A key difference is that this year, the players leading the most effective 
shooters are all forwards: Ovechkin, Pastrnak, Zibanejad and Patrik 
Laine. Maybe that’s because more offense is running through forwards 
who play the circles on the advantage, versus defenders back at the 
point. Nothing has really changed strategy-wise for these players, but 
elsewhere there aren’t as many defensemen shooting from a distance. 

Defensemen are still included in the top 10, but aren’t leading the way. 
Instead, it’s players generally thought of as the most effective shooters. 
Ovechkin has the edge over Zibanejad because his shots are slightly 

more clustered to the side, versus the top of the circle, which lessens the 
goal probability a bit. But as everyone in the hockey world knows, the 
winger’s shooting talent more than makes up for it.  

Tip-in 

Scoring Leader: Chris Kreider 

Goals: 12 / Expected: 10.0 

Chris Kreider, last year’s most effective finisher with tip-ins and 
deflections, is the scoring leader in 2022. Kreider’s scoring primarily 
comes from in-close, and much of it is driven by the net-front role he 
plays. The winger uses his size to screen the goalies and strength to 
maintain that positioning. His hand-eye coordination redirects his 
teammates’ shots and sometimes even their passes since the Rangers 
know he’ll have his stick in the right position for a tip-in.  

Kreider had a career year in 2021-22 with 52 goals in 81 games, besting 
his prior high of 28 by a huge margin. Of those 52 tallies, 18 were tip-ins 
and deflections. The Rangers’ high rate of shots on the power play 
contributed to his success, because it gave the winger more 
opportunities to redirect his teammates’ shots.  

Seven of those were scored after New Year’s Day. Combine that with his 
five so far this season and he’s the league leader with 12, which makes 
up almost 25 percent of his goal scoring over the last year.  

The five goals scored this season are on par with expectations, after 
finishing 2021-22 ahead by about 15 goals (before accounting for his 
shooting talent). That’s lessened the gap between actual and expected 
goals to less than two, which pushes him outside the top 30 in 
differential.  

Best Finisher: Alex Killorn 

Goals: 10 / Expected 3.3 

Instead, the player taking Kreider’s crown is Alex Killorn. The Lightning 
forward’s 35 unblocked tip-in attempts are worth a collective value of just 
3.3 expected goals, which he’s outpaced by almost seven.  

This is pretty different from last year, when the leader thrived in the 
quality and quantity department. But it just shows how effective Killorn’s 
been when he’s had a bit less to work with. 

Killorn’s power-play role has contributed to his scoring success with this 
type of shot. The winger played about 62 percent of the available minutes 
on the advantage last season, often with the team’s best: Stamkos, Nikita 
Kucherov, Brayden Point and Victor Hedman. Playing a net-front role put 
him in an ideal position to deflect his teammates’ chances, which helped 
boost his goal total between New Year’s and the playoffs to 16. Half of 
those goals were tip-ins. 

This year’s been a bit of a different story, since Killorn only sees about 35 
percent of the available power-play minutes and isn’t a fixture on the top 
unit. He only has two tip-in goals so far this season. Still, the winger can 
deflect shots in at even strength thanks to his smart stick positioning. 

Bo Horvat falls right behind Killorn, and much of that stems from his play 
this season. Changing his stick and working on his play in that net-front 
area should pay off this summer if he can keep outperforming 
expectations at this rate. 

Backhand 

Scoring Leader: Zach Hyman 

Goals: 10 / Expected 7.0 

Scoring backhand goals is nothing new for Zach Hyman. In 2021, he was 
among the league leaders. Now with 10 goals in 2022, he’s the year’s 
new No. 1.  

Hyman’s backhand goals tend to come from the quality areas of the ice 
which increases the chances of him cashing in on his attempts. That’s 
part of the reason why he’s leading the league with seven expected 
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goals, too. The context around his shots can add to that. Like this goal 
against the Lightning last February — a rush attempt scored from in-
close.  

Or this goal against the Stars scored off the rebound. This is a perfect 
play to show how handy it can be to have a reliable backhand in a 
shooter’s arsenal. Had Hyman taken the time to get the puck back on his 
forehand and quickly adjust his shooting angle, it’s entirely possible Scott 
Wedgewood may have managed to make the save.  

Then again, it’s entirely possible Hyman wouldn’t have been able to finish 
his chance had he tried to go forehand. He has been the worst player at 
finishing his wrist/snap shots in 2022, falling almost 14 goals below 
expected.  

Best Finisher: Kevin Fiala 

Goals 8 / Expected: 2.7 

Unlike the leader in actual and expected goals, Fiala is scoring more than 
anticipated. The winger’s only attempted 26 unblocked backhanders 
(compared to Hyman’s 62). And the quality of those chances is less than 
three actual goals for.  

To his credit, all but six of those shot attempts have gone on goal. And a 
good chunk have ended up in the back of the net. 

Fiala’s made the most of his backhand chances, which is impressive 
considering it’s one of the trickier shots to pull off successfully. The best 
in the league can elevate a backhand shot and make it look easy, while 
others just shovel it on net for a weak shot. 

While some of Fiala’s attempts haven’t had as much oomph on them, it’s 
another weapon for him to sprinkle into the rotation — especially since he 
doesn’t need to recreate the same sequence to make it work. It can be a 
skillful rush, a quick mid-shift adjustment, or a reactionary play when 
there’s a second chance opportunity. 

Data collected prior to Tuesday night’s matchups, via HockeyViz and 
Evolving-Hockey. This story relies on shot-based metrics; here is a 
primer on these numbers. 
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World Juniors 2023 takeaways: Slovakia stuns USA; Canada routs 
Germany on Day 3 

 

Scott Wheeler, Corey Pronman4-5 minutes 29/12/2022 

 

There were just two games on the schedule at the World Juniors on 
Wednesday, but one of them produced a third upset in as many days. 

After the Swiss and Czechs stunned the defending silver and gold 
medalist Finns and Canadians, respectively, on Boxing Day, Slovakia 
upset USA in Moncton on Day 3. In Halifax, Canada bounced back from 
its tournament-opening loss with a commanding win over Germany. 
Here’s what you need to know: 

Slovakia, after falling behind 2-1 to USA, scored four unanswered and 
sealed their upset with an empty-netter to win 6-3. 

Canada beat Germany 11-2 on the back of a pair of hat tricks from draft-
eligible sensation Connor Bedard and Arizona Coyotes first-rounder 
Dylan Guenther, outshooting the Germans 52-16. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Slovakia wins the goalie duel in upset over USA 

A big storyline coming into the 2023 World Juniors was where the saves 
would come from in an event devoid of consensus top goalie prospects. 
A late Carolina pick, Nikita Quapp, gave us one great performance for 
Germany against Sweden. Today it was the undrafted Adam Gajan who 
plays in the NAHL who helped steal a win against the USA. 

Slovakia got good skater performances today. Better ones from Simon 
Nemec (NJ) for example and their draft eligibles like Dalibor Dvorsky and 
Maxim Strbak were very good. But they needed Gajan to make plays 
against the USA offense. He stood out in a distinct way among the goalie 
pool in this tournament given his combination of size and athleticism. 
Gajan’s play wasn’t always the most efficient and was over-aggressive at 
times, but he made a lot of tough saves and did so in a way that’s 
projectable to the pros. On the other end, USA’s Mbereko could not 
make the big save when they needed him to. — Pronman 

USA’s lack of depth shows 

Coming into the tournament you knew this USA team had flaws. The 
2003 age group for them wasn’t the best overall, they were young with 
big roles for the 2004’s, and the blue line was a question. After a less-
than-convincing win versus Latvia, those issues were on display against 
Slovakia. 

On the blue line, Luke Hughes (NJ) played 25 minutes, and no other 
defender played 19. Hughes and the top USA line of Logan Cooley (ARI), 
Cutter Gauthier (PHI) and Jimmy Snuggerud (STL) have been good, but 
not great, and they need them to be great because they aren’t getting a 
ton of help down the lineup. The fourth line for USA and specifically draft 
eligibles Charlie Stramel and Gavin Brindley looked positive, and 
Ottawa’s Tyler Boucher has played well on the third line. But USA 
doesn’t have impact guys outside of the top forward line and Hughes, so 
they need them to dominate. — Pronman 

Welcome to the Connor Bedard show, Canada 

TSN’s play-by-play man Gord Miller might need to consider bringing back 
the famous line he used on a famous No. 87 once upon a time. You can 
never read too much into a game when the score runs up like it did for 
Canada against Germany on Wednesday night, but this was also a 
German team that played the Swedes to a tight 1-0 loss in their opener, 
and only one of Bedard’s Canadian world junior record-tying seven 
points, all of which were primary, was a gimme (a tap-in on the second 
goal of his hat trick). 

He looks lethal every time he touches the puck at this level and when he 
doesn’t force the shot (which, let’s be honest, you can live with 
regardless) he’s unstoppable as a playmaker, too. Bedard now has an 
incredible 12 goals and 21 points in 11 games at the World Juniors. No. 
16 is special. — Wheeler 

Schedule for Thursday, December 29 

Finland vs. Latvia at 11 a.m. ET in Moncton 

Sweden vs. Czechia at 1:30 p.m. ET in Halifax 

USA vs. Switzerland at 4 p.m. ET in Moncton 

Canada vs. Austria at 6:30 p.m. ET in Halifax 

Required reading 

2023 World Juniors Day 2: Sweden goalie Carl Lindbom stays perfect; 
Switzerland wins in shootout 

2023 World Juniors: USA, Switzerland win; Czechia upsets Canada on 
Day 1 of round-robin play 
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Canadiens Takeaways: Not using Barron on power play a peculiar 
decision in loss to Lightning 

 

Eric Engels | @EricEngelsDecember 28, 2022, 11:11 PM 

 

“I just want them to play the game in front of them,” said Martin St. Louis. 

Those were the instructions the coach of the Montreal Canadiens’ told 
reporters he was giving his charges hours before they finally figured out 
precisely what that was against the Tampa Bay Lightning — a team that 
rarely allows you to play the game you want to play. 

You can’t force it, which is something the Canadiens only appeared to 
realize after surrendering a 2-0 lead. 

For the first 25 minutes on Thursday, they wanted to possess the puck in 
all three zones but instead played straight into the Lightning’s hands and 
paid dearly for it — habitually falling into the traps in the middle of the ice, 
giving away pucks at both blue lines and watching two-time Stanley Cup 
champions Alex Killorn and Brayden Point bury them — before they 
found any type of footing in the game. 

The Canadiens made adjustments. From the five-minute mark of the 
second period onward they moved the puck in straighter lines coming out 
of their own end, chipped more of them into the corners of the offensive 
zone, retrieved them and attempted to generate offence from below the 
goal line, and they even tested Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy 
with some legitimate scoring chances. 

But it was too late. 

Against a Tampa team so seasoned in locking down leads, one that 
came into the game 13-0 on the season after establishing leads in the 
first period, the next mistake the Canadiens made cost them another goal 
and rendered any hope of a third-period comeback about as unlikely as 
the type of snowstorm that hit Buffalo last week touching down outside 
Amalie Arena. 

The Canadiens lost 4-1, suffering their seventh loss since Dec. 9, and 
failing to score more than two goals for a ninth consecutive game. 

We have a couple of takeaways. 

Justin Barron played well but wasn’t optimized 

This was anything but an easy assignment — coming in for your first 
NHL game of the season to make it the first time a team has dressed five 
rookie defencemen in a game since 2007, doing so on the road, where 
you’re not in control of the matchups, and against arguably the most 
experienced team in the NHL — and Justin Barron handled it as well as 
he could. 

It was curious, however, that the coaching staff didn’t. 

It’s easy to understand them wanting to ease Barron in. But holding the 
player who leads all AHL defencemen in power-play goals off a man-
advantage that came into the game having scored on just two of its last 
32 chances made about as much sense as plugging him into the penalty 
kill against one of the most lethal power plays of all time. 

There Barron was, watching helplessly as Point settled into the slot and 
rifled a shot past Canadiens goaltender Jake Allen on Tampa’s only 
power play of the game. There he was again, watching helplessly from 
the bench as the Canadiens stumbled and fumbled through their own five 
power plays. 

They looked about as graceful with the extra man as Jennifer Coolidge’s 
character appeared jumping off that yacht in the Season 2 finale of The 
White Lotus. 

That’s how the Canadiens’ power play has looked since early December, 
and maybe the coaching staff didn’t want Barron feeling like it was up to 

him to play saviour in his first game at this level since being sent down to 
the minors after a disappointing preseason. 

But it felt like an opportunity lost, especially early on, when the game was 
still in reach, and we doubt they’ll hesitate to put him there against the 
Florida Panthers. 

If Barron plays one second on the power play on Thursday, it’ll be one 
more than he played in Wednesday’s loss. 

The good thing is there was a lot to like about the 15:05 he played at 
even strength. Starting early in the game, when Barron closed the gap 
quickly on the ever-dangerous Nikita Kucherov just seconds after 
initiating a rush opportunity for Cole Caufield on one of his first shifts. 

The 21-year-old made heady passes on the breakout and played 
responsibly on a pairing with fellow rookie Jordan Harris. He didn’t have 
anything to do with Point’s first-period goal and was as caught as anyone 
else on his side on a long third-period shift that led to an icing and 
Tampa’s fourth goal of the game. 

“I thought he played well,” St. Louis told reporters after. “I thought he 
gave us some solid minutes, I thought he made some good reads, I 
thought he defended pretty good, exited the puck pretty well. I was 
pleased.” 

If Barron sticks to his strengths, he’ll get an extended look with the 
Canadiens. And they shouldn’t wait any longer to see him where he 
excels most — on the damn power play. 

Juraj Slafkovsky going through necessary steps at NHL level 

Go back to the first game of this road trip and watch Juraj Slafkovsky in 
isolation. 

Not that we expect you to actually rewatch a 3-2 win over the Arizona 
Coyotes from Dec. 19. But if you did and zeroed in on the 18-year-old 
winger, you’d notice him shaking his head at the end of most his shifts. 

Slafkovsky managed his emotions much better in an up-and-down game 
against the Lightning Wednesday — in which he was responsible for a 
turnover costing a goal but also strong in screening Vasilevskiy on 
Kaiden Guhle’s marker — than he did in that win over the Coyotes. 

We talked to Slafkovsky about it two days later in Denver, ahead of 
Montreal’s loss to the Avalanche. 

“Usually it’s not a big problem, but that game it was tough,” he admitted. 
“For the first time, it felt like I was making big mistakes and was really 
hard on myself. Usually, it’s not that bad. I expected something else than 
what was happening for myself.” 

Slafkovsky was able to, with hindsight being 20-20, recognize he can’t 
dwell on mistakes within a game, no matter how big they may seem in 
the moment. And he said he had forgotten about them once the game is 
over. 

Valuable lesson. 

“It’s good that we won, because I would’ve felt more guilty if we didn’t,” 
he said. “But once it’s over you play almost every second day, so you just 
start to focus on the other game. You make mistakes but focus on what’s 
next instead of what’s behind you in the NHL.” 

It was good to see Slafkovsky do that after giving the puck away to Point 
on Tampa’s third goal Wednesday. 

He’s working hard on some other things in his game, and this is the place 
for him to do it, even if we’re certain Canadiens fans were watching 
Slovakia beat USA earlier in the day at the world junior championship 
and thinking Slafkovsky would’ve been well served to have been a part of 
that. 

It’s not from there that he’s going to be able to fix the main thing he’s 
currently working on at this level. 
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Because at the junior level, and even at the pro level in Europe, 
Slafkovsky was able to charge through the middle of the ice whenever he 
wanted and take advantage of the physical gifts and skill he possesses to 
practically create scoring chances at will, but he’s learning he can’t do 
that up here. 

He brought that habit to the NHL, after past coaches constantly 
encouraged him to take the puck to the middle of the ice, but he’s 
realizing it works far less often in a league filled with the best 
defencemen in the world who are paid a premium to take that area away. 

What Slafkovsky’s working on now is picking his spots, and it’s going to 
take a lot of repetition for him to figure out how to pick them right. 

“Of course, it’s always about creating and making plays,” Slafkovsky 
said, “but at the moment, it’s about really making sure those little things 
are good. And I’m working on those small things so that the goals and 
assists will come. To be honest, I have to start making smarter decisions 
on when to chip pucks in and go get them. 

“If I think about last year, I had so much space up the middle and I made 
my habits last year playing at a lower level. Now I have to change those 
habits, make the defencemen cheat on the puck if they see me chipping 
more pucks just so I can make more plays through the middle. If I do 
that, when I cut the middle, it’ll be more open, because it’s not open if I 
try it every single time.” 

It’s a hard thing to sort out in the NHL, but knowing is half the battle. 

As for Slafkovsky potentially working on it in the AHL in the near future, 
that’s not something currently in the Canadiens’ plans, a member of 
management told Sportsnet recently. 

The Canadiens have legitimate concerns about Slafkovsky becoming a 
target in that league — without an Arber Xhekaj playing for the Laval 
Rocket — and aren’t interested in seeing them realized. They also feel 
he’s navigating the ups and downs of playing at this level with confidence 
and maturity, and they’re keeping close tabs on him to make sure neither 
of those things are affected. 

The Canadiens aren’t ruling out putting Slafkovsky in the minors at some 
point if they feel he’ll benefit from it. They’ve said from the start they will 
do what’s best for his development, and they know that could be it when 
push comes to shove. 

But right now, the feeling is Slafkovsky’s best way to learn how to be an 
NHL player is by gaining the experience he’s gaining with the Canadiens 
on a daily basis. Navigating the ups and downs of a given game the way 
he did on Wednesday is proof positive of that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Notebook: Rielly returns; Keefe responds to 
NHL fine 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukeboxDecember 28, 2022, 6:53 PM 

 

TEMPE, AZ – Fine. 

As in, Morgan Rielly is finally feeling it. 

As in, the Toronto Maple Leafs and Sheldon Keefe must reluctantly pay 
it. 

The Maple Leafs’ dress rehearsal at Arizona State University’s intimate 
Mullett Arena was punctuated with good news and bad news 
Wednesday. 

Let’s start with the positive. 

After being sidelined for 38 days with a knee injury, Rielly is poised to 
make his return to action Thursday versus the Coyotes. 

“It’s been a long process, feels like,” Rielly said of his recovery from his 
accidental collision with the Islanders’ Kyle Palmieri back in November. 
“Just bad luck. 

“I’m happy to be back with the boys.” 

The boys have been on an absolute tear in the absence of their top 
minute-muncher, rolling out a ridiculous 12-2-1 record without their best 
and longest-serving defenceman. 

“They’ve been playing outstanding, and it’s been a pleasure to watch. 
Guys have accepted more responsibility within their roles and played 
extremely well. As a teammate of theirs, you’re extremely proud of it,” 
said Rielly, making special note of Timothy Liljegren and Rasmus 
Sandin’s response to tougher assignments. 

“That’s a positive that occasionally comes out of these situations.” 

Provided his body responds well to Wednesday’s practice, Rielly will 
slide to the left of Liljegren, bumping depth defenceman Jordie Benn to 
the press box. 

Rielly also occupied Conor Timmins' spot, quarterbacking the second 
power-play unit, as Keefe appears to be sticking with his five-forward 
setup on PP1. 

-- 

Both Keefe and the NHL disciplinary department came out of the break 
hot. 

The league slapped the Maple Leafs with a $100,000 fine for travelling 
too early to St. Louis on Dec. 26 for their Dec. 27 game and violating 
Article 16.5(b) of the Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

The team arrived in St. Louis late the night prior to Tuesday's 5-4 
overtime victory to sleep instead of travelling on game day so it could 
participate in a full morning skate and gear up for the game. 

The Philadelphia Flyers were fined the same amount by the league in 
2014 for getting a similar jump on travel coming out of the Christmas 
break. 

Keefe was dinged $25,000 for “demeaning conduct directed at the 
officials” during Tuesday’s win (Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour was hit 
with a similar fine last season). 

Keefe was seen blowing up at referee Wes McCauley and crew for a 
missed interference call as well as a missed high-sticking call when St. 
Louis’s Brandon Saad opened up the face of Zach Aston-Reese: 

“Watching Zach Aston-Reese getting sewn up on the table after the 
game, it’s a little hard to take. But we’re happy with the two points,” Keefe 
told reporters post-game when asked about the officiating. 

On Wednesday, the coach downplayed the incident. 

“Listen: You get emotional in the game. You’re competing just like 
anyone else is,” Keefe said. 

“But when the game's over, especially when you get the two points, I 
don't put too much thought or concern into any of it.” 

One-Timers: Rasmus Sandin (neck) participated in practice but is not 
expected to play…. Dryden Hunt should finally make his Maple Leafs 
debut Thursday, replacing Joey Anderson on the fourth line…. Arizona 
trade bait Jakob Chychrun has scored more goals (three) in his 17 
games played than any Toronto defenceman has in its 35 games. Lots of 
eyeballs on Thursday’s audition…. Matt Murray gets the nod in net. 

Maple Leafs projected lineup Thursday in Arizona 

Bunting – Matthews – Nylander 

Järnkrok – Tavares – Marner 
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Kerfoot – Kämpf – Engvall 

Aston-Reese – Hölmberg – Hunt 

Giordano – Holl 

Rielly – Liljegren 

Brodie – Timmins 

Murray starts 

Samsonov 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames Takeaways: Star players finally finding chemistry 
in victory over Kraken 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancisDecember 29, 2022, 2:37 AM 

 

This one felt like a big one. 

For the Calgary Flames. 

For Jonathan Huberdeau. 

You wonder if it was the type of win a team can turn a season on. 

How appropriate, then, it was sealed by a man whose season seems to 
have taken forever to kick into full gear.  

He finally shot it. 

Six nights after his refusal to shoot from the slot eventually cost his club 
an overtime point in LA, Jonathan Huberdeau finally made good on his 
vow to start firing away. 

Turns out the two-time 30-goal man has a pretty nice finish. 

Huberdeau broke a 2-2 tie at Climate Pledge Arena with eight minutes 
left in the final period when he corralled a loose puck in front of the net, 
spun to face Philipp Grubauer and roofed a wrister over the netminder’s 
blocker. 

It was his first game-winner as a Flame. 

A relief for a man, and a team, who deserved the two points they left 
Seattle with Wednesday, especially after the grind and heartbreak 
suffered one night earlier in Calgary courtesy of the Flames’ northern 
rivals. 

This time the better team won. 

"Huge day for us and hopefully, right now, this is the turning point,” said 
Dan Vladar, who made 29 saves in a 3-2 win over a Seattle club the 
Flames leapfrogged over for third place in the division. 

“I think the guys played awesome tonight." 

Darryl Sutter didn’t feel that way early in the second period when a 
Kraken go-ahead goal by Jamie Oleksiak prompted a rare timeout by the 
coach. 

“I've been in this business for 40-some years and if you've got guys 
playing on the wrong side of the puck, you've got to correct it,” explained 
Sutter. 

“We had to take a timeout to do it. 

"If we didn't do it, we were probably going to lose the game. Cost us two 
goals against. That was enough." 

The chief culprit at that moment was Huberdeau, who allowed Oleksiak 
to waltz in from the blue line, untouched, before putting the hosts up 2-1. 

Minutes later the Flames allowed two Brandon Tanev breakaways on the 
same shift. 

Alas, Vladar stood tall (and got help from the crossbar), setting the table 
for a Nazem Kadri deflection on the power play to tie the game 2-2 
midway through. 

Unlike a night earlier, the Flames won the third, thanks to Huberdeau and 
the type of shut-down finish many assumed would’ve come easier for this 
bunch. 

“As soon as we got the third one, that’s what we’ve got to do, get the lead 
and shut it down,” Rasmus Andersson told Sportsnet 960 afterward. 

“Be gritty. Just get it out and survive.” 

Andrew Mangiapane, whose grit and six shots led the team, agreed. 

“I liked our third - I think we knew it was a big period for us and we 
weren’t happy with (Tuesday) night’s result and we wanted to come out 
hard and get those two points,” said Mangiapane, who bounced back 
well after taking the third period against Edmonton that cost his club the 
game. 

“It’s tough with those back-to-backs, but we’re a good team, hard-working 
and resilient. We kind of showed that today.” 

Asked about the timeout, Andersson admitted his club, “needed it at the 
time,” and responded the right way. 

As did Huberdeau, whose path to finding his game continues to be a 
winding one. 

"He's been sniping me and Marky in practice, so I think it was just a 
matter of time,” said Vladar, pumping Huberdeau’s tires. 

“Hopefully he's going to keep doing it, because I know he's doing the 
right things and he's just an awesome guy who works hard." 

With goals from Tyler Toffoli, Kadri and Huberdeau the Flames had 
several elements of what they went into the season believing they’d need 
to win games: 

Stars being stars, the team clamping down defensively (especially late), 
solid goaltending, high shot volume (they outshot the Kraken 44-31) and 
a work ethic that defied the fact they’d played and travelled one night 
earlier. 

One night after every single Flames recorded a shot against Edmonton, 
everyone but Chris Tanev hit the net against Seattle. 

Heck, Huberdeau had three for the second-straight night. 

With points in 11 of their last 14 outings, dare we say the Flames are 
finally finding some of that chemistry they’ve been searching for so 
desperately? 

You could tell by his celebration and post-game smiles, the goal meant a 
whole lot more to Huberdeau than his previous six as a Flame. 

“We all know what he's capable of and we know all his numbers from last 
year,” said Andersson. 

“The goal today probably means a lot to him and hopefully he keeps 
building on that." 
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TSN.CA / After shocking loss, Canada to shake up forward lines 
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Mark Masters 

 

Canada held a meeting at the team hotel on Wednesday before the 
evening's contest with Germany. 

Team Canada will shake up their forward lines despite not holding a 
practice or morning skate following Monday's shocking 5-2 loss to 
Czechia.  

"They're smart players," said assistant coach Brent Kisio. "With their club 
teams, there's always adjustments and changes to the lineup. We'll make 
a change tonight and, hopefully, it's one that pays off." 

The players were told about the new alignment at a meeting this 
morning.   

"We got to adjust and talk out there," said third-line centre Nathan 
Gaucher. "That will be key for us. We didn't get to practice with new lines, 
but I mean, great players and great communication can do great things." 

The players requested a morning skate on Boxing Day.  

"I just like getting my legs moving in the morning, even if it's just a 10-
, 15-minute skate," Shane Wright explained after Monday's game-day 
workout. "I like to feel the puck a bit and get the hands moving. It's just 
something a lot of us like to do and something we decided as a team we 
wanted to do." 

Why didn't Canada hit the ice following the humbling loss?  

"It was time for us to reset," Kisio said. "We had an off game and had to 
have a little bit of mean and a little bit of a talk there, get away from the 
rink a bit, and today would have been an early skate [at 9 am], so we 
kept the guys back here. We're going to do some video and get ready for 
tonight."  

The forward lines have remained in tact since Day 1 of camp with the 
exception of some tinkering on the fourth unit. In the opening loss to 
Czechia, the second line – Logan Stankoven between Adam Fantilli and 
Dylan Guenther – was on the ice for two goals against. That trio has yet 
to combine for an even-strength goal in four games together, including 
the three pre-tournament games.  

"We're going to make some changes and shuffle things and see if we can 
get a bit more chemistry," said Kisio, who is the head coach of the 
Lethbridge Hurricanes in the Western Hockey League. "We've talked 
about it lots and there's just some lines we feel have to get going a little 
bit more." 

Guenther played on a line with Shane Wright and Brennan Othmann at 
the 2021 under-18 World Championship so there's built-in chemistry 
there, something of which Canada's staff may want to take advantage. 
Wright and Othmann have been playing with Connor Bedard on the top 
unit, which was also on the ice for a goal against on Monday.  

The lines will be different, but the mindset also needs to change.  

"Very excited to prove what we can do," said Gaucher. "We'll work [in] 
this one...Fans here are great. We can feel the energy and we'll get them 
a win." 

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Humbled Team Canada taking different approach against Germany 

Czechia humbled Team Canada on Boxing Day, handing one of the most 
hyped teams in recent World Junior history a 5-2 loss in front of a packed 
house in Halifax. Tuesday, Team Canada regrouped and had some 
honest conversations about what went wrong. TSN's Mark Masters 
explains why you probably won't be seeing too many more Michigan 
attempts from Team Canada. 

-- 

Gaucher credits Wright for helping the players get settled after the upset 
loss.  

"We got our captain Shane, who's been incredible just talking to us," said 
Gaucher, who serves as an alternate captain. "We're just trying to be the 
best we can to help each other. It's easy to be a leadership group when 
we win, but it's harder when you lose." 

Wright described the defeat to Czechia as a wasted opportunity.  

"Got to be a lot of accountability," Wright said in the moments after the 
setback. "Guys got to look themselves in the mirror and we really got to 
figure a lot of things out. We got to make sure that that doesn't happen 
again. We got to make sure we come out strong right from the hop, right 
from the first whistle." 

-- 

Zach Dean was assessed a match penalty on Monday for a hit to the 
head and neck area of Czechia defenceman Ales Cech.  

"It was 3-2 and I was just trying to get the boys going," the 
Gatineau Olympiques forward said. "It's a tough call. It happens. It's 
hockey."  

As the referees reviewed the play, Dean didn't expect such a severe 
sanction. 

"Before the tournament they went over the rules and said they'd be 
calling a lot of five-minute majors and then reducing them [upon review], 
so I wasn't too worried at that point," he said. "A little surprised." 

Dean could only watch as Czechia scored twice on the ensuing power 
play.   

"It's tough," the Vegas Golden Knights prospect said. "It sucks. I put the 
boys in a bad position there." 

But Dean won't be taking his foot off the gas against Germany on 
Wednesday.  

"I can't be hesitant," he stressed. "That's my type of game, playing with 
that 200-foot, gritty style. I'm not going to be hesitant to bring that today, 
as well." 

Discipline has been a major talking point for Canada in the wake of 
Monday's loss. It was only amplified after watching Germany play against 
Sweden on Tuesday.  

"They played real hard," said Kisio. "They did a lot of good things. It was 
a close game. Their power play was outstanding and had a lot of 
chances and they could've scored a couple goals on it easily." 

    Canada's Zach Dean given 5-minute Match Penalty on this hit... Are 
you seeing what the refs did??  #WorldJuniors 
pic.twitter.com/dmJ17z87kw 

    — The Ray & Dregs Hockey Podcast (@rayanddregs) December 27, 
2022 

-- 

Dean is the ninth player from Newfoundland to suit up for Canada at the 
World Juniors.  

"It's pretty special," the pride of Mount Pearl, N.L. said. "Obviously, it's in 
the Maritimes, too, so it makes it even a little bit more special. I'm super 
pumped about that." 

Dean's parents, grandparents and cousins made the trip to Halifax.  

"In warm-up, I saw a couple family members had my jerseys on and that 
was cool," Dean said with a big smile. "It kind gives you that feeling 
of...'Wow!' and 'Crazy!' Super pumped for today. Happy I'm here and 
can't wait to see them at the game." 

Canada is going with an iconic Newfoundland tune – 'Heave Away' by 
The Fables – as their goal song.  
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"When we scored the first one there and that came on, it was pretty 
cool," Dean said. "I think a lot of people love it." 

-- 

Canada went 1-for-3 on the power play against Czechia with Wright 
scoring on a deflection from the bumper spot. This is the first time the 
Seattle Kraken centre has played in the middle of a power play.  

"He's doing a great job," said Kisio, who oversees the units. "He scored 
one on a rebound [in a pre-tournament game]. He had one on a tip last 
game." 

With opposing teams keeping a close eye on Bedard, Wright will need to 
be a consistent option for the top unit. He almost scored a second power-
play goal on a quick one-time shot in the third period against Czechia.  

"As the tournament goes, we'll see more and more teams taking away 
Bedard's shot, so we'll have to use some goal-line plays and get Shane 
around the net a little more," said Kisio. "He's shown he can score goals 
there." 

But Bedard won't simply be limited to decoy status.  

"We want him shooting pucks and we want him getting touches," Kisio 
said. "They came up and took him away a bit. If that continues to happen, 
we'll have to move him around and get him some looks." 

The top unit soaked up basically all the power-play time on Monday.  

"We were just in a desperate situation and at the end of the second, [so] 
they had some real good looks," said Kisio. "But the other unit is a good 
unit and we'll play them more tonight." 

    The Captain strikes first for Canada, Shane Wright makes it a 1-0 
game! 🇨🇦#WorldJuniors pic.twitter.com/JPJZfd7Nqz 

    — TSN (@TSN_Sports) December 26, 2022 

-- 

Dual citizen Ryan Del Monte, who was born in Germany when his dad 
Dan Del Monte was playing there, is relishing the chance to face 
Canada.  

"It will be pretty special," the 19-year-old from Mississauga, Ont. said. 
"There's some guys I grew up playing with and against on that team. I 
have to put that aside and treat them like another team."  

Del Monte, who currently plays for the London Knights, spent a couple 
seasons in Barrie where he played alongside Team Canada defenceman 
Brandt Clarke. 

"I know that he likes to make some special plays and he can do some 
things that no one else really can," Del Monte said before cracking a 
smile. "I know some of his tricks, so hopefully I can use that against 
him."  

-- 

Canada's preliminary round schedule at the World Juniors:  

Monday Dec. 26 - 5-2 loss to Czechia  

Wednesday Dec. 28 - vs. Germany  

Thursday Dec. 29 - vs. Austria  

Saturday Dec. 31 - vs. Sweden 
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