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LeBrun: The latest rumblings on NHL’s pending UFA class, from Pastrnak to Kane/Toews 
to O’Reilly and more 
By Pierre LeBrun 

The new year traditionally opens up a window of renewed 
discussions between player agents and teams on high-profile 
pending unrestricted free agents. 

Both sides tend to circle back to each other for various 
reasons, some to try to fortify talks on an extension, others to 
crystallize trade-deadline plans, and others still to agree that 
things should be put on hold until after the season. 

Whatever the case is, January is a fertile month for talks. 

So with that in mind, let’s take stock of some of the most 
notable pending UFAs. Here’s the latest: 

David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins 

This is such a fascinating one, for all kinds of reasons. There 
are a lot of people who figured David Pastrnak, the Bruins’ 
most prolific offensive superstar, would have been extended 
before the season began, let alone before Christmas. 

There’s been ongoing dialogue, but my sense is the gap in 
positions is real. 

On one side, you’ve general manager Don Sweeney trying to 
maintain a Bruins salary-cap culture that’s the envy of every 
front office of the league, which means trying to get Pastrnak 
to take less than market value to stay put. On the other, 
you’ve got veteran agent J.P. Barry, who is fresh off 
negotiating Matthew Barzal’s whopper of an extension with 
the Islanders in the fall. As long as Pastrnak doesn’t blink, 
he’s got an agent willing to stand his ground and wait for the 
kind of deal that a special player like this deserves. Which is 
to say, an average annual value in double digits on a long-
term deal. 

The good news is that talks haven’t broken off. 

“I’ve been in regular discussions with Don about our 
respective positions for a few months,” Barry told The 
Athletic Wednesday. “We remain apart at this juncture. We 
will continue to negotiate.” 

There’s no way the first-place Bruins could even contemplate 
moving Pastrnak at the March 3 trade deadline, given their 
chance to contend for a Stanley Cup. So the real deadline 
here is June 30 at midnight, before the player can hit the 
UFA market. 

Still, I’m sure both sides would appreciate some closure 
before then. That is why I believe they will keep taking 
swings at this. Pasta doesn’t want to go anywhere, so my 
prediction is he does re-sign. But it might take some Evgeni 
Malkin-like, 11th-hour drama around June 30 or July 1. 

Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews, Chicago Blackhawks 

I’m putting Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews together just 
because they’re both represented by agent Pat Brisson, but 
in no way are they a package deal. There’s the possibility of 
each player making different decisions here. 

There’s just no guarantee Toews wants to go anywhere. And 
it’s not 100 percent yet with Kane, either, although it’s more 
likely in his case, which is why there’s that big conversation 
coming. 

Brisson, reached by phone Wednesday, said he’s planning 
to chat with both players “within the next three weeks” about 
their feelings regarding the trade deadline. So we should 
start to get some clarity on where this is headed after that. 
Both control their own destiny, with full no-move clauses. 
Brisson added that he doubted an extension with a new team 
would be part of the trade process, although wouldn’t 
completely close the door on it. 

Brisson handled a similar situation a year ago with client 
Claude Giroux, who also had a full no-move. We know from 
that experience that if Kane or Toews signifies he’s open to a 
trade, Brisson himself will likely be involved in flushing out 
the market, which could be a pretty limited list of potential 
suitors depending on Kane’s wishes. 

Bo Horvat, Vancouver Canucks 

We’ve covered much ground on this file in the month since it 
came out that the Canucks had dropped a new contract offer 
to Bo Horvat but that it was rejected. That put the team in full 
trade mode with Horvat, who is having a career season. 

I refuse to ever say “never” in these delicate situations — 
maybe the Canucks still find a way to sign Horvat despite the 
appearance that ship has sailed — but in truth, it really 
needed to get done last summer. The sides were just too far 
apart in their contract positions. 

As far as the latest here, it sounds like it’s status quo. 

“There’s been no new negotiating conversations in terms of 
Bo Horvat,” his agent Pat Morris said Thursday. 

Dylan Larkin, Detroit Red Wings 

My sense is it’s been slow going here in talks between Dylan 
Larkin and the Red Wings, but it’s still going at least. 

“We’re having ongoing discussions,” was all Brisson would 
share Wednesday. 

Brisson and CAA Sports teammate Matt Williams represent 
Larkin. You’ve got GM Steve Yzerman on the other side of it, 
and he’s handled some big contracts going back to his days 
running Tampa Bay, where he set up a nice cap culture en 
route to building a team that contends every year. 
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This Larkin negotiation looms large because Yzerman will 
have younger core pieces to sign in years to come. The 
Larkin deal, if it gets done, will set the tone. 

The fact that he hasn’t been extended yet speaks to the 
obvious gap in positions. It feels like both sides still have 
room to move here. I predict it gets done eventually. 

Ryan O’Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko, St. Louis Blues 

The plan before the season, as I heard it, was that the Blues 
would circle back to Ryan O’Reilly’s camp, led by Morris, in 
the new year. But with the Blues still struggling to stabilize 
their season, I think it’s more likely O’Reilly gets dealt as 
opposed to extended. 

“Nothing new to report,” Morris said Thursday, adding that 
there haven’t been any contract negotiations so far this 
season. 

O’Reilly doesn’t have no-trade protection, so the Blues 
should be able to drum up a nice market for the 2019 playoff 
MVP (Toronto? Colorado?) if they indeed decide to move 
him. 

And from the captain-obvious category, Vladimir Tarasenko, 
who asked for a change of scenery about a year and a half 
ago (following the 2020-21 season), isn’t signing an 
extension. That’s for sure. Unlike O’Reilly, however, 
Tarasenko has a full no-trade clause, so he will have a say in 
what happens ahead of March 3. 

Mike Bunting, Toronto Maple Leafs 

There’s little doubt that Mike Bunting wants to remain in 
Toronto past this year and that the Maple Leafs want to keep 
him. But for the moment, it’s been very quiet on the contract 
front. 

“We are not in negotiations at this time,” Bunting’s agent 
Paul Capizzano told The Athletic on Wednesday. 

As I reported back in October. I believe the player would be 
interested in a max eight-year deal to secure his future with 
his hometown team, and I believe the Leafs front office might 
actually look at that, given the ability to massage the AAV. 
But for now, they haven’t picked up the phone yet, which 
might speak more to the sense of how much is riding on this 
season as a whole for the team, as far as finally delivering in 
the playoffs. 

Tristan Jarry, Pittsburgh Penguins 

At 27, Tristan Jarry is arguably the top pending UFA 
netminder, with all due respect to respect to Frederik 
Andersen, Semyon Varlamov, Cam Talbot and Jonathan 
Quick. He’s put up a respectable .918 save percentage this 
season, not to mention a 15-4-4 record for a Penguins team 
on the playoff bubble, and he has proven to be a reliable 
starter over the past few seasons. 

As for an extension, I’m told there were talks with his camp, 
led by Newport Sports, earlier this season but that there’s 
nothing new to report since. 

Max Pacioretty, Carolina Hurricanes 

Max Pacioretty sure sounded like a guy falling in love with 
his new surroundings when I caught up with him in 

November, which is interesting given that he’s yet to play a 
game for Carolina. 

Pacioretty will feel like a major trade deadline addition for the 
Canes when he’s fully healthy and makes his debut. From a 
Hurricanes’ perspective, it makes sense to wait and see how 
he fits in on the ice before reaching out regarding any 
extension, which is why I suspect that will wait until after the 
season. 

“Max has been treated very well by everyone in Carolina, 
and his family has settled in and they’re all very happy 
there,” Pacioretty’s agent Allan Walsh said Wednesday. 
“With Max, family is always a key part of any discussion on 
his future. Right now, his singular focus is on returning to 
play and helping the Hurricanes. I’m sure the team wants to 
see how he fits into their system. 

“Max has been one of the most prolific NHL goal scorers 
over the last decade and the immediate goal is returning to 
form and staying healthy. The business side of what comes 
next is a discussion for after the season.” 

John Klingberg, Anaheim Ducks 

John Klingberg has the unique no-trade clause, which is a 
full one until Jan. 1 and then drops to a 10-team modified no-
trade, with Klingberg listing 10 teams he could get traded to. 
So that goes into effect Sunday. 

There’s little reason to think the rebuilding Ducks would see 
value in extending Klingberg. Flipping him before the March 
3 deadline was always the most likely plan when both sides 
agreed to a one-year, $7 million deal back in August. 

Kevin Shattenkirk, Anaheim Ducks 

Veteran blueliner Kevin Shattenkirk is an important leader for 
the rebuilding Ducks core, so I wonder if the club would at 
least explore what it would take to keep him. But given how 
Ducks GM Pat Verbeek dealt with his pending UFAs a year 
ago, trading all three of Hampus Lindholm, Rickard Rakell 
and Josh Manson, it would seem more likely that Shattenkirk 
gets dealt for assets. 

“I haven’t spoken to the Ducks lately, but Kevin is very happy 
there, and we hope to connect early in the new year and see 
how this plays out,” Shattenkirk’s agent Jordan Neumann 
said Wednesday. 

Damon Severson, New Jersey Devils 

Talks on an extension broke down last summer over term, 
and there hasn’t been much since then between the sides. 
Given that the Devils are focused on securing a playoff spot, 
I’m not sure much will happen here until after the season. 
But I do wonder if Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald would listen on 
Severson if a team called offering a hockey deal that helps 
the Devils. 

“Tom and I spoke during the offseason. … We had a couple 
conversations on Damon’s future with the Devils,” 
Severson’s agent Jason Davidson said Wednesday. “At this 
point, it’s fair to say that Damon and the Devils are focused 
on this season.
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Pacioretty's Debut Possible Within Next 10 Games For Canes 
Star winger ahead of schedule in return from Achilles tendon 
injury 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes may not have to 
wait long into the new calendar year to add to their already 
strong lineup. 

Forward Max Pacioretty, who suffered a torn Achilles tendon 
in August, has graduated from his no-contact jersey and 
skated as a regular member of practice on Thursday for a 
second consecutive day. 

At the time of the injury the team estimated that he would 
miss six months, but less than five full months later, his first 
game in a Canes sweater appears just around the corner. 

"He's not in tomorrow," Rod Brind'Amour shared after 
practice. "It's definitely within the realm of where you could 
say are we going to see him within the next 10 games? 
Maybe. I don't know. He's progressing nicely now and I think 
the fact that he's starting to get into real practices, that's a 
good sign." 

Pacioretty skated alongside Martin Necas and Andrei 
Svechnikov at the team's practice, but for a second straight 
morning, it appeared that Pacioretty's position was more of a 
stopgap than an actual estimation of where he might slot in 
the lineup. Veteran Paul Stastny, who has centered Necas 
and Svechnikov for the last two-plus weeks, was given the 
day off. 

This comes just a day after Pacioretty operated alongside 
Jesper Fast and Jordan Martinook, while Jordan Staal 
stayed off the ice. 

Stastny was the only absence at Thursday's skate, as 
Frederik Andersen, Pyotr Kochetkov, and Ondrej Kase all 
also participated. 

Andersen continues to make his way back from a lower-body 
injury sustained in early November. Last season's 35-game 
winner has been practicing with the team on and off for three 
weeks, but the latest update came on Sunday, December 19 
when Brind'Amour said that the team was just waiting for the 
goaltender to say that he's 100%. The head coach has said 
on several occasions that Andersen will not play until he is 
100% and with Pyotr Kochetkov having the league's second-
best save percentage (.928 SV%) and Antti Raanta having 
won his last five decisions, there is no rush. 

Kochetkov has backed up Antti Raanta for the team's three 
most recent games. He has not missed any practice time 
during the stretch, but Brind'Amour said that the 23-year-old 
rookie was not 100% before Friday's victory over Pittsburgh, 
hence Raanta being tabbed for two starts in two nights amid 
the run, and then a third consecutive appearance on 
Tuesday. 

Lastly, Kase has participated in a yellow no-contact sweater 
for the last two days as well. The 27-year-old has been in 
concussion protocol since October 13. Like Andersen, Kase 
began skating again on December 8. 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, new year's resolutions 
By Kristen Shilton  

The calendars are poised to flip from 2022 to 2023, and 
while it's not precisely the midpoint of the NHL regular 
season, it's a good time to take stock of where teams fall 
short. For this week's edition of the Power Rankings, we 
identify a New Year's resolution for all 32 clubs. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published Dec. 23. Points paces are through 
Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 84.29% 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Dec. 31), vs. PIT (Jan. 2), @ LA 
(Jan .5) 

Sign David Pastrnak to a long-term deal. Boston is, without 
question, having a sensational season. What can make 2023 
even brighter is signing arguably its most important player of 
the present -- and future -- in Pastrnak. The Bruins' electric 
goal scorer has earned a hefty new paycheck, and GM Don 
Sweeney can take a distraction off the table by getting that 
deal done. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 74.29% 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Dec. 30), @ NJ (Jan. 1), @ NYR 
(Jan. 3), vs. NSH (Jan. 5) 

Avoid complacency. Carolina is ending 2022 as an all-
around powerhouse, solid from top to bottom and owning an 
ongoing, franchise-record 15-game point streak. The 
Hurricanes need to channel that same energy into 2023, 
while remaining adaptable to change. Max Pacioretty will 
enter -- and alter -- the lineup at some point. And is Carolina 
open to trade talks -- perhaps around adding a top-nine 
center -- to improve its odds come the playoffs? Never stop 
improving, right? 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 69.44% 
Next seven days: @ COL (Dec. 31), vs. STL (Jan. 3), vs. 
SEA (Jan. 5) 

Don't overthink it. Toronto has a good thing going (like, two 
regulation losses since early November, good). The Leafs 
have weathered every injury storm with continued success, 

and now they're getting healthier as Morgan Rielly returned 
from injury and Rasmus Sandin is recovering, too. More 
available options will require shuffling at 5-on-5 and special 
teams, but Toronto shouldn't feel pressured to reinvent the 
wheel in 2023, reworking players into different rotations. Stay 
calm and carry on. 

4. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 67.57% 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Dec. 31), @ LA (Jan. 3), @ ANA 
(Jan. 4) 

Bear down on defense. Dallas has been so electric 
offensively and enjoyed such solid goaltending that it's been 
easy to overlook any defensive deficiencies. But if the Stars 
have a weakness it might be from their blue line, and 
ensuring that back end is in as good a shape as possible in 
2023 should be a priority. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 65.79% 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Dec. 31), @ COL (Jan. 2), vs. 
PIT (Jan. 5) 

Learn to love home. Vegas is the NHL's best road team (14-
2-1). At home? Not so much (10-9-0). The Golden Knights 
don't need to -- or frankly have the salary cap space to -- 
make sweeping changes on the ice. They're leading the 
Pacific Division and have remained a solid top-tier team for 
months. So, being a mediocre home team isn't the vibe 
Vegas wants to continue through 2023. 

6. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 65.71% 
Next seven days: @ PIT (Dec. 30), vs. CAR (Jan. 1), @ DET 
(Jan. 4), vs. STL (Jan. 5) 

Take it slow. New Jersey's incredible 13-game winning 
streak bred confidence. That's what the Devils must tap back 
into. Losing seven of eight going into the holiday break 
stung, and it's natural New Jersey wants to rebound fast. But 
there's a reason quick fixes never work in the new year. It's 
all about sustainable success for the Devils in 2023, and that 
comes through staying focused on each game as it comes. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 66.18% 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Dec. 31), @ CHI (Jan. 3), @ MIN 
(Jan. 4) 

Embrace the early grind. Tampa Bay has a potential make-
or-break stretch to start 2023 -- and that's barely an 
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exaggeration. The Lightning's calendar flip includes 13 of 
their first 20 games on the road through a pair of extended 
Western Conference trips. It's a tough way to start the new 
year, but Tampa Bay can succeed with a proper road warrior 
mentality. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 62.86% 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Dec. 30), @ BOS (Jan. 2), @ VGK 
(Jan. 5) 

Fix the bottom six. Pittsburgh has star power leading its 
offense. What it needs is a better supporting cast. The 
Penguins' third line could use a makeover now that Jeff 
Carter has cooled and Kasperi Kapanen has scored just five 
goals this season. Is it a retool? Is it a trade? Pittsburgh must 
be determined in resolving its most glaring issue. 

9. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 60.00% 
Next seven days: @ STL (Dec. 31), vs. TB (Jan. 4) 

Go all-in up front. Minnesota overcame a slow start at the 
beginning of the season to end 2022 as one of the league's 
hottest teams. The Wild can maintain their momentum in 
2023 by scouring the trade market for the right top-six 
forward, who will bolster their offense through the winter and 
put them in position for a long spring ahead. 

10. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 60.61% 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (Dec. 30), vs. NYI (Jan. 1), @ 
EDM (Jan. 3), @ TOR (Jan. 5) 

Exude (even more) attitude. Seattle seems to thrive as an 
underdog, with an us-against-the-league mentality worth 
carrying into 2023. When the Kraken didn't have a Vegas-
like start to their franchise history last season, it was easy to 
write them off as a long-term project. Now, Seattle is the 
playoff hunt with an unheralded top-10 offense. Talk about a 
turnaround. 

11. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 61.54% 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (Dec. 31), vs. DAL (Jan. 3), vs. 
BOS (Jan. 5) 

Protect Pheonix Copley (at all costs). Los Angeles went from 
26th in goals-against average through early December to 
13th in GAA since netminder Pheonix Copley took over on 
Dec. 6. Small sample size? Maybe. But when the Kings are 
executing so well defensively in front of a goaltender who's 
coming up with timely saves, it's the combination L.A. needs 
to extend its winning ways in 2023. 

12. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 62.50% 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Dec. 31), vs. CGY (Jan. 3) 

Dig deep(er). Winnipeg has been decimated by key injuries. 
The Jets' schedule has been tough. But ending 2022 with the 
first three-game skid of their season is motivation enough for 
the Jets to recapture their resiliency, encourage more role 
players to step up and start 2023 on a higher note. 

13. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 59.21% 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Dec. 31), vs. BUF (Jan. 3), @ 
CBJ (Jan. 5) 

Don't change much. Washington helped Alex Ovechkin 
make history in 2022. In 2023, the Capitals' only focus 
should be maintaining December's full-team success. 
Washington went 10-2-1 into the final week of this month, 
winning in all manner of ways that showed how resilient this 
team can be. Having Tom Wilson and Carl Hagelin back will 
help the Caps stay steady, too. 

14. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 59.46% 
Next seven days: @ FLA (Jan. 1), vs. CAR (Jan. 3), @ MTL 
(Jan. 5) 

Keep on the kids. New York's season took a turn when its 
young players stepped onto center stage. Kaapo Kakko, 
Alexis Lafreniere, Filip Chytil, K'Andre Miller and more have 
ramped up their contributions across the board. And yet, 
Lafreniere was a recent healthy scratch as coach Gerard 
Gallant continues shuffling his offense. Still, the Rangers will 
be at their best in 2023 if those talents can remain reliable 
and give the offense a depth it was lacking earlier. 

15. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 60.29% 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (Dec. 31), vs. VGK (Jan. 2), @ 
VAN (Jan. 5) 

Get -- and stay -- healthy. Colorado's quest for back-to-back 
Stanley Cup titles hinges on health. The Avalanche need all 
their key parts -- Nathan MacKinnon, Gabriel Landeskog, 
Valeri Nichushkin, Bowen Byram, Josh Manson et al -- to 
actually be on the ice together. That's where the true magic 
of 2023 will lie for this group. 

16. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 54.41% 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Dec. 31), vs. NJ (Jan. 4) 

Give Ville Husso a break. Detroit's long-term success could 
hinge on a shorter-term decision, and that's more nights off 
in 2023 for Ville Husso. The netminder has been among 
Detroit's best players this season despite a heavy workload, 
starting 23 of its first 32 games. That's unsustainable, 
especially if the Red Wings see a playoff berth in their future. 
One of Alex Nedeljkovic or Magnus Hellberg needs to be a 
better support system. 
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17. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 59.46% 
Next seven days: @ SEA (Jan. 1), @ VAN (Jan. 3), @ EDM 
(Jan. 5) 

Don't wait for the deadline. New York GM Lou Lamoriello 
played it safe in the offseason by adding basically no one 
new to the roster. That strategy might not work again in 
2023. Key injuries to players like Adam Pelech, Kyle Palmieri 
and even Semyon Varlamov have dropped the Islanders out 
of a playoff spot. New York shouldn't hesitate to identify 
reinforcements right away. 

18. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 55.56% 
Next seven days: @ SEA (Dec. 30), vs. WPG (Dec. 31), vs. 
SEA (Jan. 3), vs. NYI (Jan. 5) 

Lean into an identity. Edmonton's success in 2023 will 
involve more than just a league-leading goal scorer in 
Connor McDavid. The Oilers' focus should also be their team 
defense, where forwards are buying in like they did when 
Edmonton plowed its way through two playoff rounds last 
spring. More of that in the new year will make the Oilers truly 
dangerous. 

19. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 55.41% 
Next seven days: vs. VAN (Dec. 31), @ WPG (Jan. 3) 

Be more disciplined. Calgary has taken the third-most minor 
penalties in the league this season and is bottom 10 in 
power-play goals against (27) even with a solid penalty kill 
(80.7%). The Flames have struggled to establish an identity 
after their extensive offseason changes, and any sort of 
penalty box parade inhibits their ability to build that chemistry 
and get back to a defense-first system that has served them 
well in the past. 

20. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 54.55% 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Dec. 31), @ OTT (Jan. 1), @ 
WSH (Jan. 3) 

Stay the course. Buffalo might look at its recent run of 
success -- including a season-high, four-game win streak 
and Tage Thompson's explosive first half -- as a sign to push 
the pace on its rebuilding process. Really, it's a lack of 
pressure that could be benefiting the Sabres. Expectations 
for 2023 should remain on improving and learning, even 
when it's painful. That's where continued growth will be. 

21. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: @ CGY (Dec. 31), vs. NYI (Jan. 3), vs. 
COL (Jan. 5) 

Make up your mind(s). Vancouver has had a lot to unpack 
this season. How much baggage do the Canucks want to 

drag into 2023? Bo Horvat's contract status (or trade 
potential) looms large. The Canucks' on-ice inconsistency -- 
entertaining offense supplemented by head-scratching 
defense -- has been frustrating but also revealed flashes of 
Vancouver's(potential for greatness. If they can iron out their 
execution -- and maybe resolve Horvat's situation sooner 
than later -- there's hope yet for the Canucks in 2023. 

22. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Dec. 30), vs. NYR (Jan. 1), vs. 
ARI (Jan. 3) 

More reliable goaltending. Florida leads the league in shots 
on goal (36.7 per game), averages a respectable 3.23 goals 
per game and is top five in expected goals ... yet the results 
are inconsistent. Improved goaltending would help. This 
season, Sergei Bobrovsky is 7-11-1 with an .895 SV% and 
Spencer Knight clocks in at 8-5-3 with a .909 SV%. One of 
them needs to regularly step up so the Panthers can achieve 
their full potential. 

23. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: @ ANA (Dec. 30), @ VGK (Dec. 31), vs. 
MTL (Jan. 3), @ CAR (Jan. 5) 

Establish some stability. Nashville sits 30th this season in 
goals scored (2.48 per game). The Predators' top players 
have produced sporadically, setting up a feast-or-famine 
scenario that's not helping anyone. Nashville must resolve to 
start spreading the wealth more evenly. 

24. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 51.39% 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Dec. 31), @ TOR (Jan. 3), @ NJ 
(Jan. 5) 

Find solid ground. St. Louis takes top prize as 2022's most 
dramatic NHL team (on the ice, at least). What the Blues 
want in 2023 is a real leg to stand on. Too often St. Louis is 
shooting itself in the foot, delaying its own progress while 
failing to sustain the highs and limit the lows. It's time to get 
off the roller coaster. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: @ DET (Dec. 31), vs. BUF (Jan. 1), vs. 
CBJ (Jan. 3) 

Buy-in from the blue line. Ottawa has a defensive-minded 
coach in D.J. Smith. The Senators also have a banged-up 
back end that narrowly avoided losing Jake Sanderson 
earlier this week. Smith preaches regularly about the need 
for improved team defense, and short of trading for another 
defender, that's the Senators' best path toward more optimal 
results in 2023. 
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26. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 45.83% 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Dec. 31), @ NSH (Jan. 3), vs. 
NYR (Jan. 5) 

Enjoy the ride. Montreal's surprising strong play early this 
season tapered off in December. That's no reason for the 
Canadiens to hang their heads going into 2023. Montreal has 
an impressive depth of young talent -- on its roster now and 
waiting in the wings -- plus there are those increased draft 
lottery odds that come with a fall down the standings. These 
ups and downs are teachable moments from which the 
Canadiens stand to benefit down the road. 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 43.06% 
Next seven days: @ LA (Dec. 31), @ ANA (Jan. 2), vs. ARI 
(Jan. 5) 

Appreciate the good things. Philadelphia's luck isn't all bad. 
The Flyers dodged a major bullet with Carter Hart's recent 
injury (he's practically back already), Travis Konecny and 
James van Riemsdyk are playing well (could either be key 
trade bait?), Morgan Frost and Cam York are breaking 
through, and the Flyers are headed for a high draft pick. 
Plenty of potential positives ahead for the Flyers in 2023. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 45.59% 
Next seven days: @ TB (Dec. 31), @ FLA (Jan. 3), @ PHI 
(Jan. 5) 

Play the spoiler. Arizona might not be on a playoff track -- but 
it can beat teams that are. The Coyotes topped the Bruins, 
Islanders, Kings and Avalanche in December, an impressive 
run through some good clubs. So while Arizona figures out 
what to do with Jakob Chychrun -- an outcome we'd all like 
to witness in 2023 -- the team can enjoy its role as an 
underrated opponent. 

29. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 39.19% 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Dec. 31), @ CHI (Jan. 1) 

Look forward to the future. San Jose might swing a massive 
Erik Karlsson trade that returns impactful young players. But 
the Sharks already have a slew of burgeoning talents worth 
appreciating, from William Eklund to Thomas Bordeleau. The 
organization's depth is what should have San Jose excited 
for 2023, and all the possibilities those newcomers could 
have down the line. 

30. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 32.35% 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Dec. 31), @ OTT (Jan. 3), vs. 
WSH (Jan. 5) 

Stay in the fight. Columbus was dealt a tough hand with 
injuries. That shouldn't stop the Blue Jackets from staying 
competitive in 2023. During a season in which seemingly no 
lead is safe, the Blue Jackets are 3-16-1 when giving up the 
first goal this season, pointing to a lack of confidence in their 
ranks to overcome adversity. Regardless of the standings -- 
or other hardships faced -- the Blue Jackets have to bring 
real belief in each other to the new year. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 29.41% 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (Dec. 31), vs. SJ (Jan. 1), vs. TB 
(Jan. 3) 

Cut the cord (or don't). Chicago has been in will-they-or-
won't-they limbo on trading Patrick Kane and Jonathan 
Toews for a while. The team's lack of success makes it a 
front-runner in the Connor Bedard sweepstakes, and the 
team's veteran pillars deserve a chance to play elsewhere (if 
they want). Chicago should be earnestly assessing how that 
could play out in 2023. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 33.33% 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Dec. 30), vs. PHI (Jan. 2), vs. 
DAL (Jan. 4) 

Keep an eye on the prize. Anaheim has been perched near 
the bottom of the standings most of this season. Losing is 
about as un-fun as it gets. However, the prospect of landing 
that No. 1 overall pick in 2023 draft is exhilarating when the 
likes of Connor Bedard will be there waiting. That possibility 
is worth the struggle for this young team. 
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Hurricanes bring 9-game win streak into matchup against the Panthers 
Florida Panthers (15-16-4, sixth in the Atlantic Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (23-6-6, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7:30 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK NHL LINE: Hurricanes -185, 
Panthers +155; over/under is 6.5 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes will attempt to 
extend a nine-game win streak with a victory over the Florida 
Panthers. 

Carolina is 11-3-1 in home games and 23-6-6 overall. The 
Hurricanes have an 8-1-0 record when scoring a power-play 
goal. 

Florida has gone 7-11-1 on the road and 15-16-4 overall. 
The Panthers are 3-2-3 in games decided by one goal. 

The matchup Friday is the second time these teams meet 
this season. The Panthers won 3-0 in the previous matchup. 
Aleksander Barkov Jr. led the Panthers with three goals. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Brent Burns has four goals and 20 
assists for the Hurricanes. Jordan Staal has scored five 
goals and added five assists over the past 10 games. 

Matthew Tkachuk has 15 goals and 25 assists for the 
Panthers. Sam Reinhart has five goals and five assists over 
the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 9-0-1, averaging 3.5 goals, 
5.9 assists, 3.5 penalties and seven penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.1 goals per game. 

Panthers: 4-6-0, averaging 3.1 goals, 5.3 assists, 5.3 
penalties and 16.8 penalty minutes while giving up three 
goals per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), 
Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Panthers: Anthony Duclair: out (achilles), Chris Tierney: out 
(concussion), Radko Gudas: out (concussion), Aaron Ekblad: 
day to day (upper body), Patric Hornqvist: out (upper-body), 
Aleksander Barkov: day to day (leg). 

 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 

https://theathletic.com/4043408/2022/12/29/nhl-pending-unrestricted-free-agent-rumblings/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/paciorettys-debut-possible-within-next-ten-games-for-canes/c-339290390 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35342319/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-new-year-resolutions 
https://apnews.com/article/sports-soccer-florida-panthers-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-hockey-8cb2c8834f9945beb977c04b55e49e6a 
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1263594 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

The red-hot Hurricanes are getting healthier, so what are their lineup 
options? 

 

Cory Lavalette 

8-10 minutes 29/12/2022 

 

The Hurricanes are in the midst of a nine-game winning streak, having 
recorded at least one point in a team-record 15 straight games. The 
result? They have rocketed to the top of the Metropolitan Division, 
blowing past the Devils and building a cushion while trailing only Boston 
in the entire league. 

Did I mention that reinforcements are coming? 

The Hurricanes already got back their top player, Sebastian Aho, after he 
missed seven games with a lower-body injury. On Tuesday, Max 
Pacioretty shed his no-contact jersey, taking him one step closer to 
making his Carolina debut after rupturing his Achilles tendon in August. 
Ondrej Kase and Frederik Andersen have also both been on the ice and 
are working their way back to health. 

The Hurricanes are already really good. Now their No. 1 center is back 
and the six-time 30-goal scorer they acquired in the offseason is close to 
returning. There’s also Kase and his 20-goal potential, and Andersen, 
who many have forgotten finished fourth in Vezina Trophy voting last 
season, moving toward being available again. 

The season isn’t yet half over, so there will be more bumps and bruises 
along the way, but coach Rod Brind’Amour has some difficult decisions 
to make if his entire complement of players is available to him. 

The defense is pretty set. Jaccob Slavin, Brent Burns, Brett Pesce and 
Brady Skjei make up the top four, while Jalen Chatfield and Calvin de 
Haan have mostly manned the third pairing with a sprinkle of Dylan 
Coghlan. 

We’ll put aside the trade deadline for now and focus on the assets on 
hand. Here are a few different forward and goaltending configurations 
that could be the rest of the way given a healthy lineup. 

Hug a vet 

Brind’Amour has spoken often of how having veteran players who are 
seeking perhaps a final chance at winning the Stanley Cup can push a 
team over the top. He would know: the 2006 championship team he 
captained had several players closing in on the end of their careers 
without a Cup, including Glen Wesley, Bret Hedican, Ray Whitney, Doug 
Weight and Brind’Amour himself. 

In this scenario, the team leans on experience — including in net, where 
the red-hot Pyotr Kochetkov is sent back to AHL Chicago in favor of 
Andersen and Antti Raanta, two players without their names on the Cup. 

(Yes, Raanta won a title and received a ring with the Blackhawks in 
2015, but the team did not include him among the names engraved on 
hockey’s ultimate prize.) 

Even with an older group, Carolina would still have its share of young 
players who are mainstays in the lineup, such as Aho and Seth Jarvis. 

Up front, Paul Stastny — who just turned 37 and is still in search of a 
Stanley Cup — holds onto his spot between Andrei Svechnikov and 
Martin Necas. The big loser is Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who finds himself — 
and his $4.82 million cap hit — in the press box. 

Positives: This configuration is easy to deal with as far as cap and roster 
compliance. It also includes more than 230 games of playoff experience 
in just Stastny, Andersen and Max Pacioretty — three of those OGWAC 
types featured annually in Down Goes Brown. 

Negatives: Kochetkov looks like the real deal, so sending him to the 
minors doesn’t seem ideal. Kotkaniemi was a clutch performer in 
Montreal’s run to the Stanley Cup Final in 2021 — at least until he was 
scratched late in that series. 

Youth is served 

The Hurricanes want to be a perennial contender, and that means relying 
on your young players. Carolina’s core group is either in or entering its 
prime, so why not lean into that? 

Six of the forwards and one goalie are 25 or younger with this group, so 
even if this doesn’t end up being “the year,” the Hurricanes’ players will 
add more playoff experience for down the road. 

Both Ondrej Kase and Kotkaniemi are back in the lineup with this group, 
and Kochetkov and Jack Drury get recalled from the AHL. That requires 
some cap maneuvering. Finding a way to get Andersen and Stepan off 
the roster — either by trade, waiver claim or assignment to the AHL — 
will get Carolina cap and roster compliant. 

While this is our “young lineup,” it still has its share of 30-something 
players. Pacioretty and Jordan Staal aren’t coming out of any Hurricanes 
lineup. Stefan Noesen — who is having a career year — again gets the 
nod, edging out Stastny and Jesper Fast thanks to both his age (29), 
contract (another year while the other two will be UFAs) and contributions 
on the power play. 

Positives: Kochetkov has been Carolina’s best goaltender this year, and 
he deserves a spot. He also seems like the guy most likely to lift the 
Hurricanes to new heights in the postseason. Drury hasn’t yet proven 
himself as a bonafide NHLer, but he had nine goals and 24 points in 18 
games with the Wolves last season, helping Chicago win the Calder Cup. 

Negatives: Stepan has been a good soldier and valuable role player. It’s 
one thing to be scratched, as he was for all but three games in last year’s 
postseason, but it’s another to be buried in the minors to make room for a 
rookie. He also has 54 points in 109 career playoff games, including 20 
goals, so if he made it through waivers he could still be used come 
playoff time. Taking out Fast and Stastny are two more tough calls, and 
Andersen becomes the odd man out in net. 

Meet me in the middle 
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Let’s be honest: Brind’Amour won’t make his lineup based on age, he’ll 
make it based on what gives the Hurricanes the best chance to win. That 
doesn’t mean it will be easy to decide what the ideal lineup will look like. 

Everything is also fluid — if the coaching staff doesn’t like what it sees 
one night, it can always move things around. 

The current winning streak won’t keep Carolina from getting Pacioretty 
into the lineup once he’s ready, especially since it likely means an 
improved power play. 

The Hurricanes also have a lot invested in Kotkaniemi. He has an 
overtime playoff goal on his resume, one that beat the rival Maple Leafs 
two seasons ago to force a do-or-die Game 7 that Montreal won. 

This lineup also keeps the line of Staal, Fast and Jordan Martinook intact, 
and why not? Game after game, it’s the line that deals body blows to 
soften up the opposition for Carolina’s bigger scorers. They also deliver a 
knockout blow of their own from time to time. 

Positives: This lineup can score from top to bottom, and three of the lines 
have a player with a 30-goal season on their resume. The one line that 
doesn’t is Staal’s line, and Carolina’s captain had 29 goals in his rookie 
season. Reuniting Aho and Teuvo Teravainen is never a bad idea, and 
Jarvis proved last year he’s not afraid to step up his game for the 
postseason. 

Kotkaniemi jumps back between Svechnikov and Necas, and that line 
was dominant to start the season even though Kotkaniemi wasn’t putting 
up points. The fourth line is stocked with experience. Neither Pacioretty 
nor Stastny will be thrilled to play limited even-strength minutes, but both 
will get power-play time and fall in line if it means getting their Cup. 
Noesen plays a playoff style and has averaged more than a point per 
game in the postseason between the AHL and NHL in his career. 
Kotchetkov and Andersen get the nod in net. 

Negatives: The toughest thing here is Raanta being left out. He’s a 
positive influence in the locker room and can get hot and carry a team. 
Kase and Stepan would be waiting in the wings for a chance, while Drury 
gets sent back to the minors. Carolina could also pivot and carry three 
goalies and send one of Kase and Stepan through waivers to get to 23 
players on the active roster. 
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Aleksander Barkov’s hat trick paves way for Florida Panthers rout over 
Montreal Canadiens 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

UPDATED DECEMBER 29, 2022 10:30 PM 

 

Florida Panthers center Aleksander Barkov (16) celebrate with 
teammates after scoring a goal during the first period of an NHL game 
against Montreal Canadiens at FLA Live Arena on Thursday, December 
29, 2022 in Sunrise, Fl. 

Have a night, Aleksander Barkov. 

The Florida Panthers’ captain put together his most complete game of 
the season on Thursday in the team’s first game back since the league’s 
Christmas break and Barkov’s first game back in nearly two weeks. 

Barkov recorded a hat trick in the first period and tied a career high with 
five points overall in Florida’s 7-2 win over the Montreal Canadiens at 
FLA Live Arena. The Panthers improve to 16-16-4 and snap their three-
game losing streak. Montreal falls to 15-18-3. 

“Such a dynamic man,” Panthers coach Paul Maurice said. 

His first goal came when a Gustav Forsling shot from the point deflected 
off Barkov’s skate and into the net past Canadiens goaltender Sam 
Montembeault 2:37 into the game. Barkov added his second goal about 
nine minutes later with a wrist shot from the left circle on the power play 
and then completed the hat trick with 4:38 left in the opening period when 
he corralled a loose puck in from of the net and pushed it past 
Montembeault. The power-play goal was Barkov’s 67th of his career, a 
Panthers franchise record. 

“It feels like I got some bounces there,” Barkov said. “Playing with really 
good players, they’re going to find me. That’s about it.” 

Barkov, who had six goals total this season entering the game, also had 
assists on both of Matthew Tkachuk’s power-play goals — one apiece in 
the second and third periods. Tkachuk had a three-point and now has 43 
points overall (17 goals, 26 assists) in 33 games. 

Carter Verhaeghe and Eetu Luostarinen added goals in the third period. 
For Verhaeghe, it was his team-leading 18th goal. For Luostarinen, it was 
his ninth of the season — tying his total from last season. 

According to NHL public relations, Barkov became just the second skater 
in franchise history to record a hat trick in the first period of the game, 
joining Steve Reinprecht (Oct. 30, 2009). 

He is also the sixth different player in Panthers history to score three 
goals in a single period at any point in a game. The others: Pavel Bure 
(Dec. 8, 1999, third period against the Phoenix Coyotes and Jan. 1, 
2000, third period against the Tampa Bay Lightning), Reinprecht, Vincent 
Trocheck (Feb. 12, 2018, third period against the Edmonton Oilers), Noel 
Acciari (Dec. 20, 2019, second period against the Dallas Stars) and 
Frank Vatrano (Jan. 21, 2020, second period against the Chicago 
Blackhawks). 

Barkov’s five-point night tied his career high, previously set on March 8, 
2019, when he had a five-assist night against the Minnesota Wild. 

“He just changes all parts of your game,” Maurice said. “Take the five 
points aside, he’s going to take the faceoffs on the power play that are 
critical and take the faceoffs on the penalty kill that are critical. The 
matchups. He keeps the minutes down for everybody so that there’s 
more energy off the bench. And then, yeah, five points.” 

It was a needed night for Barkov, who has struggled to string together 
consistently solid outings early in the season and then has been in and 
out of the lineup over the past month due to illness and injury. 

Barkov, who scored a career-high 39 goals last season and had 88 total 
points in 67 games, didn’t score his first goal of the season until Florida’s 
ninth game and has yet to string together a point streak of three games 
or more. 

The 27-year-old center also entered Thursday having missed 10 of the 
Panthers’ previous 19 games — first sidelined for seven games over a 
10-game stretch with an illness and then missing the past three with a 
lower-body injury sustained in the waning seconds of the first period on 
Dec. 17 against the New Jersey Devils. 

“You don’t want to think about it,” Barkov said Wednesday about missing 
extensive playing time lately. “You don’t want to think about ‘OK, what do 
I need to do now because I’ve been out?’ You just want to get back to the 
things you’ve been doing. Yeah. It’s not an ideal situation to be out for a 
little bit, come back, be out again, come back, be out again. It’s not what I 
want to do, but there’s nothing I can do about it now. Just need to stay 
strong.” 

And like Barkov individually, Thursday was needed night for the Panthers 
overall. They entered the day nine points out of a playoff spot with a little 
more than half of the season left to play. There is a sense of urgency 
inside the dressing room, with players knowing how crucial each game 
the rest of the regular season is for their postseason hopes. 
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The Panthers’ priority now is to sustain the intensity they had on 
Thursday. 

They play the second half of a back-to-back on Friday at the Carolina 
Hurricanes, the second of a 15-game stretch over 27 days and the first of 
10 road games over those four weeks. 

“We know what we need to do,” Verhaeghe said, “and we want to do it 
again.” 
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As Panthers return from break healthy, the next month will be their most 
important test 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

DECEMBER 29, 2022 12:29 PM 

 

Florida Panthers head coach Paul Maurice looks from the bench during 
the first period of an NHL game against the New Jersey Devils at FLA 
Live Arena on Wednesday, December 21, 2022 in Sunrise, Fl. 

The Florida Panthers have emerged from their five-day Christmas break 
well rested, arguably as healthy as they have been all season and in 
desperate need of a run of success that has eluded them all season if 
they want to remain in contention for a spot in the Stanley Cup playoff 
field. 

Their upcoming schedule, however, isn’t doing them any favors. 

Starting with Thursday’s game against the Montreal Canadiens, the 
Panthers will play 15 games during the next 27 days. Ten of those 15 
games will be on the road. Nine of those 15 games are against teams 
currently in the playoff field. They play three sets of back-to-backs in that 
stretch and no more than two games in a row at home at any given point 
during the four weeks. 

“We look at this month,” Panthers coach Paul Maurice said, “as a place 
for us to really define our team.” 

Florida will need a solid effort in this upcoming tough stretch to keep its 
playoff hopes alive. The Panthers enter Thursday with a 15-16-4 record. 
They are nine points behind the Tampa Bay Lightning for third place in 
the Atlantic Division — and the Lightning for good measure has played 
two fewer games than Florida — and nine points behind the New York 
Islanders for the Eastern Conference’s second wild card spot. 

The team understands the situation and the ground it needs to pick up 
during the second half of the season. They know the value each game 
brings. 

“Desperation is the biggest thing,” said All-Star winger Matthew Tkachuk, 
who leads the Panthers with 40 points (15 goals, 25 assists). “We’re 
getting into a lot of these games coming up against teams that are right 
next to us in the standings, teams that are above us that we have to 
chase down. Just very, very important games coming up.” 

On the bright side, the Panthers are finally back to near full strength. 

Captain and star center Aleksander Barkov returns after missing the past 
three games with a lower-body injury and missing seven games in a 10-
game stretch before that with an illness. 

So, too, does defenseman Radko Gudas, who msised the past 10 games 
with a concussion. 

And star defenseman Aaron Ekblad will also draw into the lineup after 
leaving the first period of Florida’s 5-1 loss to the New York Islanders 
with an upper-body injury. 

“The trainer came in and said nothing to report this morning. I haven’t 
heard that in two and a half months,” Maurice said after the team’s 
optional morning skate Thursday. 

The focus now shifts to execution and production. A winning streak 
during this stretch would be ideal. Florida has yet to string together more 
than two consecutive wins at any point this season. 

“We’ve talked the whole season about key things we need to do,” Barkov 
said. “We just need to bring it [against Montreal] and start from there. We 
have done some good things over the year, but we haven’t gotten 
enough wins. We have to start playing smarter and faster, doing the right 
things all over again.” 
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Barkov returns, torches Canadiens with hat trick, two assists as Panthers 
score season-high seven goals 

 

By George Richards 

Associated Press 

Dec 29, 2022 at 10:55 PM 

 

Florida Panthers captain Aleksander Barkov recorded a hat trick in the 
first period and helped his team snap a three-game losing streak with a 
7-2 win over the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday night. 

Barkov scored the first two goals of the game within the first 11:50 and 
made it 3-1 with his third of the period. 

Florida also got a pair of goals from Matthew Tkachuk with Carter 
Verhaeghe and Eetu Luostarinen scoring in the third as Sergei 
Bobrovsky made 25 saves in the win. 

“I obviously got some bounces and was playing with some pretty good 
players who were going to find me,’’ said Barkov, who ended with five 
points. “We played exactly the way we wanted to. We have to keep this 
up, playing the right way.” 

Montreal, which has lost its past four, got goals from Arber Xhekaj and 
Josh Anderson. 

Sam Montembeault, claimed off waivers by Montreal from Florida in 
2021, took the loss after making 34 saves. 

Barkov got the fourth hat trick of his career with three goals scored in 
vastly different ways. 

The first, 2:37 into the game, came when Gustav Forsling’s shot hit 
Barkov’s skate and went past Montembeault. 

Barkov, playing in his first game after missing the past three with a lower-
body injury, got his second on a snapshot from the left circle while the 
third was scored in front of the net off a loose puck. 

“He changes every part of your game,” Florida coach Paul Maurice said 
of having Barkov back. 

Florida led 3-2 going into the second after Anderson scored his ninth of 
the season on an extended power play with 46.1 seconds remaining in 
the first. 
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Tkachuk gave Florida some breathing room with the team’s second 
power play goal of the game by deflecting a long shot from Brandon 
Montour at 6:22 of the second. 

“I thought we were ready to be good early in the game,’’ Maurice said, 
“and I think we gave up six even-strength shots in the final two periods. 
We got to be pretty good there, playing with the lead.’’ 

Verhaeghe’s team-leading 18th goal came on a breakaway at 4:14 of the 
third. Tkachuk made it 6-2 at 7:24 of the third with the team’s third power 
play goal of the night. 

“Barkov coming back from injury, he obviously had a very good first 
period,’’ Montreal coach Martin St. Louis said. “That kind of carried them 
through the game. Those are repetitions you cannot buy. They learned 
from that.” 
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Barkov’s Big Return: Florida Panthers 7, Montreal Canadiens 2 

 

Published 8 hours ago on December 29, 2022 

By Colby Guy  

 

SUNRISE — Sasha Barkov returned to the Florida Panthers lineup on 
Thursday night and brought the thunder. 

The Florida captain returned from a three-game absence from a knee 
injury that capped off a monthlong stretch of injury and illness with the 
fastest hat trick to start a game in franchise history to help the Panthers 
beat the Montreal Canadiens 7-2. 

Barkov came into the game with six goals — and scored half of his 
season total by the end of the first period. 

”The puck was just following me in the first period,” Barkov said. 

”When you are playing with good players, the puck is going to get to you, 
you just need to get open.” 

He also tied his career-high in goals (3) and points (5) while notching his 
first multi-goal game of the season. 

“Having him back changes all aspects of the game,” Panthers coach Paul 
Maurice said. 

“Take the five points aside, he is going to take the faceoffs on the power 
play and penalty which were critical and with the matchups in keeping the 
minutes down for everyone so there is more energy for everyone. 

”And then there’s the five points… he is such a dynamic man.” 

The Panthers returned from the NHL’s holiday break with what was one 
of their most complete games as a whole and a lot of it had to do with 
health. 

Ever since Barkov first fell ill on Nov. 15, the Panthers have had 10 
players miss time and went 6-10-3 overall in that 19-game stretch. 

Along with Barkov, Aaron Ekblad and Radko Gudas made their returns, 
marking the end of the worst of that stretch. 

Only Anthony Duclair and Patric Hornqvist remain on LTIR while AHL 
reinforcement Chris Tierney is nursing an upper-body injury. 

Get FHN+ today! 

Anton Lundell missing nine games of that stretch forced the Panthers to 
play nine games without its top two centers and that lack of stability down 
the middle showed. 

And that renewed sense of stability was very noticeable on Thursday 
night. 

Florida had Montreal pinned in its own zone for most of the game as its 
top three lines dominated play throughout the game. 

The Panthers led the game in scoring chances (42-20) and high-danger 
chances (19-5) while outshooting the Canadiens 41-27. 

Sergei Bobrovsky had a strong, but quiet night himself, stopping 25 of 27 
shots. 

Florida still have a tough hill to climb out of following their December 
woes, sitting eight points behind the New York Islanders for the final 
wildcard spot in the Eastern Conference. 

They have a game-in-hand, which they will play on Friday against the 
Carolina Hurricanes following a quick postgame flight. 

”Right now, everyone feels good about today’s game but we have to 
know that tomorrow is a new challenge,” Barkov said. 

”Carolina has been really good. They are on a nine-game winning streak 
but we have to go there and play with the same mindset we had today.” 

THE GOALS OF THE GAME 

Panthers 1, Canadiens 0 (2:47, 1st): A Gus Forsling shot ricocheted off 
of Sasha Barkov’s leg and past Samuel Montembeault to put Florida 
ahead on their second shot of the night. 

Panthers 2, Canadiens 0 (11:50, 1st): Barkov gets his second of the 
game with a wrist shot from the top of the circle off of a feed from Sam 
Reinhart. The goal came halfway into Florida’s first power play of the 
night. 

Panthers 2, Canadiens 1 (14:14, 1st): Arber Xhekaj beat Sergei 
Bobrovsky with a booming slap shot from the point just after Montreal’s 
first power play of the game expired. 

Panthers 3, Canadiens 1 (15:22, 1st): Barkov completed the hat trick by 
picking up a loose puck in the slot off of a Kaiden Guhle turnover and 
beating Montembeault with a backhand shot. 

Panthers 3, Canadiens 2 (19:13, 1st): Josh Anderson picks up his ninth 
of the season by scoring on an extended power play with Eetu 
Luostarinen in the box following a four-minute call for high-sticking. 

Panthers 4, Canadiens 2 (6:22, 2nd): Matthew Tkachuk tipped a Brandon 
Montour wrist shot past Montembeault for Florida’s second power play 
goal of the night. 

Panthers 5, Canadiens 2 (4:14, 3rd): Carter Verhaeghe sped into the 
Montreal zone on his own and roofed a shot over Montembeault to 
extend his team-lead in goals with his 18th. 

Panthers 6, Canadiens 2 (7:24, 3rd): Tkachuk notched his second power 
play goal of the night off of a Barkov rebound. 

Panthers 7, Canadiens 2 (9:31, 3rd): Eetu Luostarinen joined in on the 
fun, cashing in off a feed from Sam Bennett on an odd-man rush. 

A RECORD-BREAKING WELCOME BACK 

Barkov returned to the lineup and immediately broke two Panthers 
records. 

Barkov first broke the franchise’s record for power play goals, passing 
Scott Mellanby’s total of 66. 

He then broke the record for the fastest hat trick to start a game in team 
history at the 15:22 mark of the first period. 
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After over a month of multiple pieces of the top power play unit dealing 
with injury and illness, the Panthers’ top unit clicked. 

They scored on three of their first four attempts with clean puck 
movement and a more aggressive shooting mentality aided by Montour’s 
work on the point. 

Montour helped the puck movement flow on their first man advantage 
before ripping off the shot that gave the Panthers their second power 
play goal of the game. 

Florida finished 3-for-6 on the power play with 10 high-danger chances 
and 18 scoring chances on the man advantage. 

QUIET, BUT STRONG DEBUT FOR LEVTCHI 

Although he did not get on the scoresheet in his NHL debut, 27-year-old 
rookie Anton Levtchi made himself noticeable — in a good way. 

He was effective in clogging up passing lanes and keeping the 
momentum going as the Panthers throttled the Canadiens. 

Florida had a 3-2 lead in scoring chances and a 2-0 lead in high-danger 
chances when Levtchi was on the ice through 8:40 of 5-on-5 play. He 
also ended up getting rewarded with 1:01 of power play time near the 
end of the game. 
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GameDay No. 36: Lines, Betting Odds for Canadiens at Panthers 

 

Published 16 hours ago on December 29, 2022 

By Colby Guy  

 

SUNRISE — The Florida Panthers will be as close to full-strength as they 
have all season when they return from the NHL’s holiday break to play 
the Montreal Canadiens. 

Sasha Barkov (knee), Aaron Ekblad (shoulder) and Radko Gudas 
(concussion) were all cleared to return to the lineup on Thursday night, 
ending a month-long stretch where the Panthers missed 10 players due 
to injury and illness. 

Anton Levtchi will also make his NHL debut tonight after winning the 
scoring title in Finland’s Liiga last season. 

“I would look at it as a place to heal,” Panthers coach Paul Maurice said 
of the holiday break. 

”We missed those guys, but even more importantly, we had a run of 
illness where we’d have a guy miss a game and come back over those 
two or three weeks so we were really struggling. 

”My trainer came in and said ‘nothing to report’ and I haven’t heard that in 
a while so we’re pretty excited here.” 

That stretch of injury and illness — starting on Nov. 15 with Barkov — 
sent the Panthers into a tailspin, seeing them go 6-10-3 overall and 2-6-2 
without their captain in the lineup. 

Florida will play its first game with all three of its top centers in the lineup 
since Nov. 23 after Anton Lundell dealt with a spell of injury and illness of 
his own over the last month before returning just before the break. 

”[Their returns] help on all single parts because the other piece of that 
was Lundell,” Maurice said. 

”You can lose a centerman, but when you lose two of your top three for a 
block of eight games and you get out on the road, it puts an awful lot of 
pressure on some of the players.” 

In particular, it has pinned the responsibility of playing heavy minutes 
against the other team’s best on Sam Bennett. 

Since Lundell’s departure from the lineup in Seattle, Bennett has just two 
assists in his last 10 games and is currently on an 11-game goal drought. 

Bennett, who had been playing first line minutes next to Matthew 
Tkachuk and Eetu Luostarinen prior to the break, sticks with the same 
linemates while playing against the other team’s No. 2s. 

”I don’t think it’s necessarily about easing the pressure off. It’s about 
having more centers back in the lineup and having our normal lineup 
back,” Tkachuk said. 

”I think that he’s done a great job this year but obviously when guys are 
out of the lineup, it’s just more of everything. I don’t think there is any 
pressure with him, and if there is, it doesn’t bother him.” 

Colin White, who is on a 13-game goal drought of his own, will get a 
chance to play with Barkov and Carter Verhaeghe on the top line while 
looking to break it. 

White has one assist in his last 13 games since starting the year with five 
goals and 12 points in 18 games. 

”I’m expecting the game that he played earlier in the year and a renewed 
sense of ‘I’m playing with Barkov and Verhaeghe’ and bringing that 
jump,” Maurice said. 

”There’s a chance that you and I could score or do something on that 
line, so you want to be a productive part of it. You want to put pucks in 
places those guys understand, you don’t want to slow the group down 
and he’s got real good speed. He is a smart player, he can play off those 
guys, but he just has to allow Verhaeghe and Barkov to play at the speed 
they are capable of.” 
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FHN Today: Florida Panthers Welcome The Canadiens — And Their 
Fans 

 

Published 20 hours ago on December 29, 2022 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers game tonight in Sunrise is probably going to sound 
more like a road game. 

Hey, that’s expected when the Montreal Canadiens come to town during 
the holidays — and one reason why the team makes sure the NHL 
schedules them during this time of the year. 

Tickets are at a premium tonight and the biggest crowd of the season is 
expected surpassing the 17,531 announced for the Lightning back in 
October. 

Get used to the cheering visitors as the New York Rangers are here on 
Jan. 1. 

Florida is expected to have Sasha Barkov, Aaron Ekblad and Radko 
Gudas back in the lineup tonight. 

— The Panthers are going to have a 27-year-old making his NHL debut 
tonight as last year’s Liiga scoring champion joins the team. 
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Anton Levtchi will be paired up with Anton Lundell and Sam Reinhart 
tonight. 

Should get Anton Stralman back and have him play with them. 

— Check out Wednesday’s post-practice video from Barkov and coach 
Paul Maurice on the FHN YouTube Channel either by clicking the 
embedded videos below or click RIGHT HERE to see everything we’ve 
got up. 

NATIONAL HOCKEY NOW 

The Montreal Canadiens had all the “intensity of a bag of lawnmower 
clippings” last night as they got rolled by the Lightning. 

I always hated bagging lawn clippings back in the day. Mulching them is 
the way to go. 

— Jonathan Huberdeau was the hero as the Calgary Flames drop the 
Kraken. 

— The Colorado Avalanche did not give the new leader of Colorado 
Hockey Now much to write about as it lost to the Coyotes. 

— Fun story on the Washington Capitals as Charlie Lindgren spent 
Christmas in Minnesota with brother Ryan — with the two meeting up on 
the ice Tuesday night when the Caps faced the Rangers. 

— The Vegas Golden Knights are free to make some moves again. And 
they need to. 

— Tomas Nosek was out of the Boston Bruins lineup on Wednesday in 
Newark. 

— The Detroit Red Wings have struggled coming out of the break the 
past couple of years — but they rallied from 4-0 down to beat the host 
Pittsburgh Penguins in OT on Wednesday. 
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The Florida Panthers Have High Hopes for Anton Levtchi in NHL Debut 

 

Published 21 hours ago on December 29, 2022 

By Colby Guy  

 

SUNRISE — Former Finnish elite league star Anton Levtchi is expected 
to make his NHL debut for the Florida Panthers on Thursday night 
against the Montreal Canadiens. 

But what should they expect from him? 

Their expectation is pretty simple. 

“I want him to shoot the puck because he can,” Panthers coach Paul 
Maurice said. 

“That will be a bit of a challenge for him. New guys come up and there is 
a bit more of a passing mentality in the European game and he can pass 
but he’s here because he can shoot the puck.” 

The 27-year-old proved he could do just that when he led Liiga in goals 
(26) and points (61) in 55 games as he helped lead Tappara Tampere to 
a league title last season. 

Those numbers have not translated to the North American game just yet, 
but he will have some help making the necessary adjustments at the 
NHL level from a familiar face. 

Levtchi came through the Tappara system alongside Panthers captain 
and current part-owner Sasha Barkov. 

The two met each other for the first time when they were just 3. 

“It is like your own brother is debuting for the same team, so it’s special 
for me to see him in the locker room,” Barkov said. 

“It is one of those things you remember throughout your career that you 
play with the guy you grew up with. So I’m really excited for him. He is a 
really skilled guy.” 

Through all of the years Barkov spent playing with Levtchi, what stands 
out the most to him about Levtchi is his ability to read plays. 

“He has a high hockey IQ,” Barkov said. 

“He sees the plays that not too many guys see. He is a really skilled guy 
and you never know what he is going to do. He can shoot the puck and 
he is really good offensively.” 

It looked like that skill level translated to the AHL level pretty quickly after 
he notched four multi-point games and 12 points in his first 13 games. 

But his production faltered to that of just one assist in his next 11. 

With the big club still facing injury troubles with Anthony Duclair and 
Patric Hornqvist out of the lineup, Maurice hopes this trip up to the NHL 
level provides a boost to his adjustment to the North American game. 

“The game is completely different over here,” Maurice said. 

“He is an older pro, so he has more years ingrained in a certain style of 
game, so it takes those guys a little bit longer at times to find the holes. 
It’s almost a completely different sport for the younger guys coming in 
who have never seen it and for the older guys, it’s ingrained in them. 

“You have to give them some time to get a feel for the speed of it. The 
game really doesn’t slow down much in the National League — other 
than some regroups and some line changes, it’s a full-sprint game — 
whereas in Europe, there are a whole bunch of places on the ice that you 
would never forecheck and never sprint because of the size of the ice. 
That’s a challenge for these guys.” 

Maurice has made that goal all the more easier by putting him next to 
Anton Lundell and Sam Reinhart, two players who will open up the game 
for Levtchi and feed him the puck in the scoring areas. 

Lundell and Reinhart each are very responsible in the defensive zone 
and are playmakers who have allowed their linemates to thrive in the 
past. 

“I like to play with Reinhart a lot,” Lundell said. 

“We know what role we have and where we are on the ice, so we are just 
going to try to feed him the puck.” 

Most notably, Mason Marchment blossomed into a near-20 goal scorer in 
54 games spending most of the season next to them before earning a big 
contract with the Dallas Stars in the offseason. 

Lundell and the Panthers are hoping that Levtchi could be the next 
linemate to find success and stick. 

“He is a great passer, he has a good shot, he competes, so he has 
everything we need,” Lundell said. 

“It’s just all about the execution. We need to go out there and play our 
game, be aggressive and throw some pucks on the net.” 

On top of providing a line with chemistry, Lundell also helps Levtchi in 
multiple ways. 

For one, Lundell just made the transition from the Finnish game to the 
NHL game last year, putting up 44 points in 65 games in his rookie 
campaign after having a near-point-per-game season in Liiga a year 
prior. 
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He also helps bridge a language barrier for Levtchi, joining Barkov and 
Eetu Luostarinen as the Finnish speakers within the Panthers’ locker 
room. 

“I think he knows what it takes,” Lundell said. 

“The game is a little faster, but overall, he needs to play to his strengths 
and enjoy it. He is a good player, he knows how to play, it’s just about 
going out there and having fun.” 
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Florida Panthers Captain Sasha Barkov Says Hischier Hit Not Dirty 

 

Published 22 hours ago on December 29, 2022 

By Colby Guy  

 

SUNRISE — Florida Panthers captain Sasha Barkov is expected to be 
back in the lineup Thursday night after missing the past three games 
after being hit in the knee by New Jersey’s Nico Hischier on Dec. 17. 

Barkov was hit when Hischier used his stick to chop at Barkov’s knee 
during a faceoff in the dying seconds of the first period in Florida’s win 
over the Devils in Newark. 

Although some people didn’t take kindly to it — including his own 
teammates — Barkov did not think the play was malicious or a cheap 
shot. 

”I don’t think Nico is a dirty player,” Barkov said. 

”Of course, I don’t think it was intentional or anything. It was a battle 
situation and I don’t think he wanted to injure me. It happens in hockey 
but everyone is over it now.” 

Florida’s star center has been in and out of the lineup for the past month 
and a half after he missed seven games after contracting pneumonia. 

He has missed 10 of Florida’s last 19 games. 

It has been a stretch where the usually efficient goal scorer has struggled 
to find consistency in to the tune of just two goals since Nov. 15 and six 
all season. 

Florida has gone 2-6-2 without its captain. 

”You don’t want to think about it,” Barkov said. ”You just want to get back 
to what you’ve been doing. And, yeah, it’s not an ideal situation, but 
there’s nothing I can do about it.” 

The Panthers are 6-10-3 since Barkov became sick as a flu bug worked 
its way throughout the locker room. 

A total of 10 players have missed time with injury or illness during that 
time but Florida is expected to have its cleanest bill of health coming out 
of the holiday break since Opening Night. 

“You can survive without your best players — you can grind and you 
have to when you are out of the lineup,” Panthers coach Paul Maurice 
said. 

“But you take two of the top three centermen (Anton Lundell) off every 
team and you run them for 10 games and you are going to be 
challenged.” 

In addition to Barkov, the Panthers are expected to get Radko Gudas 
back after he missed 10 games with a concussion. 

Aaron Ekblad appeared to sustain a shoulder injury Friday against the 
Islanders but has been practicing with the team the past two days and is 
also expected to play. 

It is just about the closest the Panthers have been to full-strength all 
season, now just missing Anthony Duclair (Achilles) and Patric Hornqvist 
(concussion) with long-term injuries heading into the New Year. 

“We know it won’t stay that way, but it’s nice to see what we could be,” 
Maurice said. 
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Devils’ Jesper Bratt reaffirms long-term deal commitment as Jan. 1 
extension window looms 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

5-6 minutes 12/29/2022 

 

Jesper Bratt’s eyes lit up and his cadence grew faster. 

The 24-year-old Devils winger tries not to think about his looming 
contract drama, but he understands that it will be a storyline since he’s 
eligible to sign on Sunday. When asked by NJ Advance Media on 
Thursday if he’s “still committed” to a long-term deal with the Devils, 
Bratt’s response grew more passionate as he mentioned New Jersey’s 
13-game winning streak. 

It started like this: 

“Oh, of course I am,” Bratt said, when asked to reaffirm his commitment 
to the Devils on Thursday. “We have something really good going on 
here. I like the group, I like the core we have here.” 

Then he raised tone. 

“I especially liked how we were playing during the streak that we had. 
And there’s been a lot of games, even during the losing streak, when 
we’ve been playing some really, really good hockey. I think I can help this 
organization really, really achieve some big goals. This is a place I’ve 
been playing for a really long time and I’ve really enjoyed playing here. 

“So, obviously yes.” 

It may seem obvious, but Bratt’s negotiations – which general manager 
Tom Fitzgerald called “challenging” and ended with a one-year, $5.45 
million contract extension this past summer  – could run smoother now 
that the Devils have a clearer direction. Since joining the Devils in 2017, 
Bratt has dealt with ugly results – the Devils won a combined 149 games 
and made the playoffs one time since he was drafted– but says he’s 
more confident now that they own a 22-11-2 record through 35 games. 

But things are starting to slip – and Bratt takes partial blame for that. 

The Devils have lost eight of their previous nine games and can’t seem to 
bury easy chances in front of the net during that time. Bratt had a hot 
season start, but has three points (two goals, one assist) in New Jersey’s 
previous eight games and the second most individual scoring chances 
(33). Bratt said he’s spending “hours” of extra time on the ice with Jack 
Hughes to fix things. 

“Obviously the goals and the points and all of that, I haven’t really hit my 
bounces with,” Bratt said. “If you look at my overall play I think I’ve been 
playing pretty good and I’ve had a lot of chances. I think I’ve been up 
around three, four, five, six shots a game for the last couple games, but I 
haven’t really been able to get the puck in too often. That’s kind of how 
the whole team has been playing lately. 
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“Those pucks that went in early and those second opportunities and 
those important goals haven’t been coming to us as a team and I’m 
mirroring myself a little bit too. I think me and Jack are starting to find a 
little bit more chemistry and just kind of waiting to explode.” 

As the Devils enter 2023, Bratt, who posted a career-best 73 points (26 
goals and 47 assists) in 2021-22 and began this season with a franchise 
record 11-game point streak, is focused on turning their skid around. He 
speaks with his agent, Joakim Persson, every day, but says they mostly 
discuss hockey and possible training improvements. 

“I’m just trying to help the team win games,” he said. “The other business 
part will get solved somehow. Right now, it’s just for me to help the team 
get back on track for a winning record and win a lot of games. That will 
get solved when it gets solved.” 

Fitzgerald said he and Persson started preliminary discussions last 
month and “hopes” Bratt will be a Devil for a “long time.” 

“There’s a puzzle here,” Fitzgerald told NJ Advance Media in November. 
“I don’t like when I read, ‘he’s on a show me deal.’ We tried to get a long 
term deal, he tried to get a long term deal, we settled on this. We’ll go at 
it again and try to work something out here when we’re allowed to. But 
he’s a big part of our team. Big part. So, again, I’ve said it in the summer, 
I hope he’ll be here for a long time.” 
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Devils players show signs of frustration after consecutive losses to 
Bruins: ‘I’ve got nothing for you guys today’ 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

4-5 minutes 12/29/2022 

 

Jack Hughes was speechless. 

After yet another Devils loss to the Bruins on Wednesday – their eighth 
defeat in the past nine games – Hughes removed his pads in the tense 
dressing room and tried to cheer his teammates up. Some players were 
slamming equipment, while others – Hughes included – wanted to quickly 
exit and prepare for morning skate on Thursday. 

Once reporters approached Hughes for questions, his frustrations boiled 
over. 

“I’ve got nothing for you guys today. Sorry,” Hughes said, before fleeing 
the room. 

Hughes’ reaction perfectly summed up New Jersey’s emotions during 
their recent skid. The Devils are in trouble. They have the fifth worst 
record in the NHL in December (3-7-2) and are losing their once-strong 
command over advanced statistics. They still lead the league in overall 
expected goals percentage (58.18%), but have seen a 6.2-point drop-off 
over the previous 29 days. This has led to a dip in goals for (29 in 
December) and head-scratching finishing woes in front of the net. 

Devils forward Erik Haula was emotional after the game and said the 
Devils need to work on their full-game execution in the coming weeks. 

“It’s just too bad,” said Haula, who had a team-leading 11 face-off wins 
vs. Boston. “We played a good game today, we did all the things that we 
talk about, but then we give them the goal. And then our details are 
lacking on the second one. It’s just a team that, they don’t miss too often. 
So you’ve got to play 60 minutes. Especially when you play against the 
best teams in the league, if you don’t play 60, you’re vulnerable. 

“And we’ve got to fix that. Like, now.” 

As Haula alluded to, none of New Jersey’s on-paper dominance matters 
if results don’t accompany it. They have a brutal schedule to start 2023 – 
vs. Pittsburgh on Friday, then vs. Carolina and Detroit next week – and 
must prove themselves against top competition if they want to recapture 
their fading miracle season. 

Defenseman Jonas Siegenthaler, who claimed the Devils’ 13-game 
winning streak wasn’t “a fluke at all” three weeks ago, is still confident in 
his team’s rebound potential. 

“There’s moments during the year where you struggle or where it’s not 
that easy to score or defend,” he said. “Right now, we’re going through 
that. We’ve got to figure out, as a team, how to get out of that and play 
the same hockey as we did at the start of the year. Everybody has to pull 
the same rope.” 

The turnaround has to start on Friday. The Devils are six points behind 
Carolina in the Metropolitan Division and just four points away from being 
a non-playoff team. Coach Lindy Ruff has lived through a dramatic 2022 
– he went from the hot seat, to national media acclaim during the historic 
November streak – but needs to spark a new run in order to regain favor. 

The Devils have a minus-10.84 goals scored above expected rate this 
month, so Ruff is honing in on team finishing to surge a bounce back. 

“We have to finish,” Ruff said. “I’ve talked about that now for several 
games… Typically if you play that way, you’re going to win a hockey 
game.” 
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Killorn scores in 6th round of SO, Lightning top Rangers 2-1 

 

Mark Didtler 

3-4 minutes 12/29/2022 

 

TAMPA — Andrei Vasilevskiy made 45 saves through overtime, Alex 
Killorn scored the winner in the sixth round of the shootout, and the 
Tampa Bay Lightning beat the New York Rangers 2-1 on Thursday night. 

Tampa Bay won the shootout 2-1. 

Brayden Point scored in regulation and in the shootout for the Lightning. 
Nikita Kucherov got his 38th assist on Point’s goal. 

Igor Shesterkin stopped 39 shots in regulation and Mika Zibanejad 
scored for the Rangers. Shesterkin is 4-0-1 in five games against Tampa 
Bay. 

Point tied it at 1 on his 20th goal at 5:32 of the third. His shot from close 
range off a pass from Steven Stamkos went off Shesterkin’s pad and into 
the net. The center has 14 goals in the last 15 games. 

Zibanejad got his ninth goal in nine games against Vasilevskiy to open 
the scoring from the high slot 14:25 into the game. 

Vasilevskiy made a couple strong saves in overtime as Tampa Bay killed 
off Victor Hedman’s tripping penalty. Shesterkin stopped Stamkos’ right-
circle shot late in the session. 

Tampa Bay’s Brandon Hagel had a potential game-tying goal disallowed 
at 4:49 of the second. The left wing grabbed the puck off Shesterkin’s 
blocker with his glove and threw the puck toward the net. It was ruled an 
illegal hand pass. 
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Shesterkin stopped five shots by Nikita Kucherov and a low slot drive by 
Stamkos in the first. He rejected three more shots by Kucherov in the 
second period. 

Stamkos hit the crossbar early in the third and remains three goals away 
from becoming the 47th NHL player to reach the 500 mark. The Lightning 
captain has gone six straight games without a goal. 

Vasilevskiy turned aside breakaway shots by Vincent Trocheck and Vitali 
Kravtsov, and skated into the slot to clear the puck to prevent a Rangers’ 
short-handed 2-on-none during the opening period. 

It was a rare start on consecutive games for Vasilevskiy, who beat 
Montreal 4-1 on Wednesday night. It was the fourth time, including 
playoffs, that he has appeared in back-to-back games since the 2020 
playoffs. 

Rangers LW Alexis Lafrenière, taken first overall in the 2020 draft, was 
scratched. 

“Well, because I’m making a lineup and consistency is the word I 
mentioned before and yesterday a little bit,” Rangers coach Gerard 
Gallant said. “He wants to be better, we want him to be better, and be 
more consistent in the game.” 

Lafrenière has an eight-game goal drought. 

Lightning D Erik Cernak left late in the first following a check by Rangers 
LW Sammy Blais. It appeared their foreheads make contact. 

Rangers: Play Sunday at Florida. 

Lightning: Host Arizona on Saturday. 

 

New York Daily News LOADED: 12.30.2022 

1263668 New York Rangers 

 

Rangers' Libor Hajek a healthy scratch for seventh straight game 

 

Larry Brooks 

4-4 minutes 12/30/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — This seems to be a case of Same Time Next Year for 
Libor Hajek, who seems to have settled into a role as the club’s seventh 
defenseman, having been a healthy scratch for the seventh straight time 
in Thursday’s match against the Lightning. 

The 24-year-old has been leapfrogged on the depth chart by Ben Harpur, 
who was recalled from the AHL Wolf Pack on Dec. 3 while exchanging 
places with Zac Jones. After spending his first five NHL matches in street 
clothes, the 27-year-old has grabbed hold of the spot on the third pair 
alongside righty Braden Schneider. 

“I love the size, and I’m not comparing him to anyone else but what 
Harpur brings is a big body, he’s a physical guy when he has to be and I 
think the other players and other teams know that,” head coach Gerard 
Gallant said before the Blueshirts’ 2-1 shootout defeat to the Lightning 
Thursday night. “He’s moving the puck well and just doing a steady job. 

“I’m not trying to say that Libor is not what he is, but Libor was a different 
player. I wanted Libor to take that spot, I wanted Jonesy to take that spot, 
and they came in and played some good games and then fell off 
again.“So that’s what I’m trying to say. I wish those guys would have 
played better consistently. When they had it, Harpur came in and played 
a game and a little like Schneider last year, it’s only a small amount and 
five or six games but he’s done a job and we’re happy.” 

Sammy Blais was reinstated to the lineup after two healthy scratches that 
followed his undisciplined penalty late in the second period of the Dec. 20 
match in Pittsburgh that got him unceremoniously benched the remainder 
of that 3-2 defeat. 

The winger, still trying to find a foothold after missing nearly all of last 
season because of his Nov. 15 knee injury and subsequent surgery, said 
that the coaching staff didn’t necessarily explain to him why he was out of 
the lineup, but that, “I kind of knew after that penalty. 

“I deserved to be scratched, I think. I’m just happy to be back in the 
lineup now.” 

Blais has five points (0-5) in 31 games this season, nine points (0-9) in 
45 games wearing the Blueshirt. But he is not in there to dangle or 
dance. He is in the lineup to bring a degree of physicality to a team that 
does not have very many who play with a mean-edged mentality. 

“Physicality, energy,” Blais said. “Playing on the fourth line, that’s my 
job.” 

The 26-year-old pending unrestricted free agent, who lined up in this one 
on a unit with Jonny Brodzinski in the middle and Jimmy Vesey on the 
right, delivered four hits in 10:02 that included a crunching second-period 
blow on Vladislav Namestnikov in front of the Tampa Bay bench. The 
winger has been credited with a team-leading 104 hits among forwards. 

“I mean, I didn’t play for a year so there are times I wish I was better but 
I’m just trying to stay positive,” Blais said. “My knee is 100 percent so it’s 
just confidence, I think, in getting back to where I was before.” 

Namestnikov also took a walloping hit in the first period from Jacob 
Trouba that prompted Zach Bogosian to chase the captain about 100 feet 
before turning away. … Blueshirts finished the calendar year 61-28-8, 
including their 10-10 mark in the playoffs. The team kicks off 2023 on 
Sunday in Sunrise, Fla., against the Panthers. 
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Rangers fall to rival Lightning in shootout 

 

Larry Brooks 

5-6 minutes 12/29/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The last time the Rangers were here, Kaapo Kakko 
watched Game 6 of the conference finals in street clothes after having 
been designated as a healthy scratch.  

This time, it was his pingpong-ball twin Alexis Lafreniere to suffer the 
same fate for Thursday’s match here against the Lightning.  

Both games ended 2-1 for Tampa Bay. But whereas the one in the late 
spring signaled finality for 2021-22, this defeat in a shootout provides a 
dose of optimism for the Rangers as they turn the corner into 2023.  

The Blueshirts sure left Tuesday’s stinker of a 4-0 defeat to the Capitals 
in the rearview as quickly as possible. They played intense, hungry 
hockey in a wildly entertaining game Thursday that went up and down, 
back and forth, and never seemed to stop until Andrei Vasilevskiy’s sixth-
round save on Adam Fox’s backhand signaled its end.  

If these were the real Rangers, they will be all right.  

“This is the game we have to play,” Jacob Trouba said. “There was high 
intensity and physicality. If we play like that and lose, we can live with 
that.  
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“It was a fun game to be a part of.”  

Igor Shesterkin and Vasilevskiy were both brilliant in facing 40 and 46 
shots, respectively, before Tampa Bay got two in the shootout while the 
Rangers scored once. According to NaturalStatTrick, the Lightning 
generated 43 scoring chances to the Rangers’ 29 while holding a 22-11 
advantage in high-danger chances. These were season-highs against 
the Blueshirts in this track meet of a match in which the puck was almost 
never in the neutral zone.  

“Everybody was more aggressive,” said Mika Zibanejad, who broke an 
eight-game goalless drought by beating Vasilevskiy from inside the right 
circle for a 1-0 lead at 12:45 of the first period. “That’s how we want to 
play.”  

The Blueshirts attacked with the lead. Tampa Bay counterattacked. 
There were exchanges of odd-man rushes. The Rangers generated three 
breakaways and a two-on-one, on none of which they scored. The 
Lightning kept jamming and crashing the net before finally getting the 
equalizer when Brayden Point’s backdoor left-porch redirect of a Steven 
Stamkos pass banked in off a spinning Shesterkin’s pads at 5:32 of the 
third period.  

“Every time we play, they bring out the best in us,” said Barclay 
Goodrow, who of course earned back-to-back Cup rings with the 
Lightning. “We competed and we battled as hard as we could.  

“I think we’re pretty self-aware. We knew that the Washington game was 
unacceptable. I don’t think anyone needed to tell us that. We know how 
we need to play. This was much more like it.”  

Remodeling the line combinations had its desired effect. The newborn 
Julien Gauthier-Filip Chytil-Vitali Kravtsov unit was dynamic pretty much 
throughout, owning a 68.60 xGF pct. in 9:37 while sending a combined 
eight shots on net on 11 attempts.  

Gauthier had a couple of dashes to the net on which he was denied. 
Kravtsov had his most physically engaged match of the year, getting 
himself into battles and trying to get to the inside on a night in which he 
dipsy-doodled Victor Hedman one-on-one during the first period. Chytil 
was dangerous throughout, testing Vasilevskiy repeatedly.  

The reunited Kakko-Zibanejad-Chris Kreider unit that had been intact for 
the opening 13 games of the season while acting as a possession 
machine with a 60.90 Corsi and 64.48 xGF, did its thing below the hash 
marks.  

Indeed, it was Kakko’s work behind the goal line that created Zibanejad’s 
goal that marked No. 93’s first at five-on-five in the last dozen games. 
Kreider had his most impressive game in a couple of weeks and sent six 
shots on net on 10 attempts.  

Vincent Trocheck, again centering Panarin on one side with Goodrow on 
the other, had six shots. Panarin, who missed a couple of wide-open nets 
on an overtime power play, had four shots on nine attempts.  

The power play looked crisper and generated more good looks that 
included a half-dozen glorious opportunities, but still finished 0-for-3 in 
extending the string of misery to 1-for-16 over the last four contests. Still, 
it was better.  

The Rangers are in a wild playoff scramble in which every point matters. 
Getting one rather than two is not going to cut it. But this night, the 
team’s performance and the rebound effect from Tuesday overshadowed 
the loss of a point.  

All year, Gerard Gallant has called the opening night 3-1 victory over 
Tampa Bay at the Garden the team’s best game. This, he said, was the 
second-best.  

The Rangers are going to need a lot of third-bests the rest of the way. 
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Alexis Lafreniere scratched by Rangers for Lightning game after ugly loss 

 

Larry Brooks 

5-6 minutes 12/29/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The shock treatment the Rangers applied to Alexis 
Lafreniere by designating the first-overall selection of the 2020 draft as a 
healthy scratch in Philadelphia on April 13 in Game 75 last season had 
its desired effect.  

Reinstated the following game at the Garden against Detroit on April 16, 
Lafreniere scored twice, including one off-the-circus move that stands as 
the winger’s signature NHL goal. He recorded four goals and a pair of 
assists over the final seven games of the regular season before adding 
two goals and two assists in the first five games of the first round against 
the Penguins.  

The Blueshirts — and that includes the entire hierarchy that has such a 
significant investment in Lafreniere — can only hope for the same 
response from the 21-year-old third-year pro following his healthy scratch 
from Thursday night’s 2-1 shutout loss against the Lightning.  

“It always sucks to be out of the lineup and for sure you want to play, but 
I’ll try to get better, work hard in practice and try and go over clips with 
the coaches and see what I can improve to be a better player,” Lafreniere 
said. “[You evaluate yourself]. Hopefully it can be a little bit like last year.”  

A year ago, head coach Gerard Gallant cloaked the decision with the 
euphemistic, “We’re giving him a rest.” There were no such word games 
in advance of this one. Instead, it was, “Laffy’s out tonight.”  

“I’m making the lineup, ‘consistency’ is a word I’ve mentioned before and 
we want him to be better,” Gallant said during the optional morning skate 
that had near perfect attendance. “He wants to better, we want him to be 
better and be more consistent.”  

Lafreniere has faded over the last couple of weeks while playing the 
previous six games on the left with Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko, going 
eight straight without a goal following an 11-game drought through 
November. He has just not been involved. His skating has become a 
detriment. A step or decision late, the winger has not been as physically 
engaged as he was during the playoffs and the early part of the season.  

This might prove a wake-up call for Lafreniere, who clearly needs to 
rebuild his confidence off a first-half performance in which he has 
recorded 17 points (5-12), with 14 (5-9) coming at five-on-five. 
Lafreniere’s five-on-five goals-per 60:00 of 0.62 is down from last year’s 
0.95. The numbers reflect the story only to a certain degree. There has 
been regression. Still, No. 13 said he is in good frame of mind.  

“I’m positive,” he said. “Last year I played pretty good and I can get back 
to that,” the winger said. “I’m just trying to go day by day and try to earn a 
spot in the lineup and get better.”  

Gallant instituted the line changes he had first created at Wednesday’s 
practice that followed Tuesday’s 4-0 banana-peel defeat to the Capitals 
at the Garden. The Chris Kreider-Mika Zibanejad-Kaapo Kakko line that 
was intact the first 13 games was back together. Artemi Panarin was 
back with Vincent Trocheck as he was for the first 21 games, now with 
Barclay Goodrow on the right. Filip Chytil skated between Vitali Kravtsov 
in a new combination while the reinstated Sammy Blais and Jimmy 
Vesey flanked Jonny Brodzinski on the fourth line.  

These moves were surely prompted by Tuesday’s pratfall but it is not as 
if Gallant had been performing cartwheels over his team’s performance 
even while going 8-1 in the preceding nine contests.  
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“I’m not satisfied,” the coach said. “I think we’re a better team than [the 
way] we’ve been playing.“We had a good little run going but still I think 
we need more consistency with our group and be better. So I’m trying to 
find those right combinations. Hopefully they’ll work out. They work out 
for a couple of games and then we seem to fall back and not play as 
well.”  

Lafreniere is hardly the greatest culprit here. The Rangers are not getting 
anywhere near the production they need from Zibanejad, who had gone 
eight straight games without a goal and 11 straight without a five-on-five 
goal before his first-period tally Thursday. Indeed, Zibanejad entered 
playing ranking 86th of the 97 forwards with 450:00 in five-on-five goals 
per 60:00 at 0.5. Trocheck ranked tied for next-to-last at 0.35.  

But it is Lafreniere who is sitting, the celebrated first-overall who during 
his draft year was advertised as a generational-type player and franchise 
cornerstone.  

Not yet. 
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Postgame takeaways: NY Rangers fall short in Shesterkin-Vasilevskiy 
battle 

 

VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO   NHL Writer 

 

The two best goalies in the world went toe-to-toe for 65 minutes of play 
and six rounds of a shootout before a winner was finally decided 
Thursday night. 

Once both sides had exhausted all options, it was Andrei Vasilevskiy 
standing with his hand raised. 

Igor Shesterkin and the New York Rangers gave it a valiant effort, but left 
Tampa Bay with a 2-1 shootout loss to the Lightning. 

It felt like a playoff-caliber game that could have gone either way. Mika 
Zibanejad gave the Blueshirts an early lead and they proceeded to 
pepper Vasilevskiy with 19 shots in the second period. But he would stop 
them all and buy the Lightning time to find the equalizer. 

Lineup:Gerard Gallant's juggling act continues 

Analysis:Is demoting Alexis Lafrenière a knee-jerk panic move? 

Shesterkin was equally brilliant for much of night, including 14 second-
period saves of his own. He stopped all eight shots he faced from 
Tampa's leading scorer Nikita Kucherov while facing a total of 23 high-
danger scoring chances, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

He handled all of the difficult saves, but eventually got beat on a fluky 
play 5:32 into the third period. Steven Stamkos appeared to misfire, but 
the errant puck ended up right on Brayden Point's stick for the finish. 

That sent the game to overtime, where the goalie battle would continue. 
Vasilevskiy made an additional five saves while surviving a Rangers' 
power play to force the shootout. 

Even then, both teams had trouble beating the two Russian netminders. 
Of the 12 combined attempts they faced, only three got by them. The 
decisive blow came from Alex Killorn, whose quick left-handed wrist shot 
slipped past Shesterkin on the stick side. 

That gave the Lightning a 2-1 shootout advantage, with Vasilevskiy 
stopping the final attempt from Adam Fox to seal the win. 

He finished with 45 saves, while Shesterkin nearly matched him with 39 
of his own. 

Mixed results from new lines 

After Gerard Gallant made waves by referring to Tuesday's 4-0 loss to 
the Washington Capitals as "garbage," the Rangers (19-12-6) responded 
with a spirited effort. 

A surprising healthy scratch for Alexis Lafrenière dominated the pregame 
chatter, but the head coach's ongoing search for the right line 
combinations featured a handful of other developments. 

The most notable was the reunion of a top line featuring Zibanejad, Chris 
Kreider and Kaapo Kakko, with that trio producing mixed results. They 
were responsible for the Rangers' only goal, with Kakko earning an assist 
on Zibanejad's tally at the 12:45 mark in the first period. That snapped a 
stretch of 11 straight games without a five-on-five goal for No. 93, who 
has only scored five of his 16 goals at even strength. 

But that line spent a lot of time in the defensive zone while almost 
exclusively matched up with Tampa's talented top six. They were only 
credited with four scoring chances, while the Lightning posted 14 against 
them to go along with five rush attempts. 

In fact, the only Rangers' line that won its scoring chances battle was the 
new-look third line of Vitali Kravtsov, Filip Chytil and Julien Gauthier. 
They out-chanced Tampa, 7-3, with three registering as high danger. 
None of those turned into goals, though, with Chytil getting robbed on a 
couple of Vasilevskiy's best saves while Gauthier and Kravtsov were both 
denied on breakaway opportunities. 

It was an uneven game for Artemi Panarin, who was adjusting to his new 
line with Vincent Trocheck and Barclay Goodrow. He attempted nine 
shots, but four missed the net − including two prime chances in OT. 

Despite tying a season high with 46 shots on goal, it was the off-target 
offerings that left the Rangers wondering what could have been. They 
missed the net on 19 attempts and had an additional 17 blocked. 

The power play was also a letdown. They went 0-for-3 on Thursday and 
are now 1-for-17 in their last four games, three of which have resulted in 
losses. 

Those shortcomings made the ever-so-slight difference in this 
heavyweight fight. The Eastern Conference Finals rematch was a 
physical affair that featured a combined 80 hits, with an even 40 for each 
side. 

There’s a lot to unpack with the Lafrenière situation. 

Much of it was addressed in Wednesday’s story, which was based on my 
post-practice chat with the 21-year-old forward. But with Thursday's 
shocking announcement that he would be a healthy scratch, we had to 
circle back and dive a bit deeper. 

Before jotting down my thoughts and observations, though, I made a few 
inquiries. Those conversations helped solidify some of the key factors to 
consider. 

Let’s start with Lafrenière’s play. Few would argue against Gallant’s claim 
that there’s been too much “inconsistency” in his game. The offensive 
production is one thing, with his 17 points (five goals and 12 assists) 
through 36 games falling short of expectations. 

His skating was considered one of the only question marks at the time he 
was drafted No. 1 overall in 2020, and those concerns have yet to be 
alleviated. That lack of burst has prevented him from creating enough 
separation to show off his skill with regularity and fueled debate about 
whether he's best-served as a perimeter playmaker or needs to work 
closer to the net. 

The Rangers' immediate concern, though, lies in the smaller details. 
They believe Lafrenière’s play away from the puck has been sporadic. 
His movement often lacks purpose in the offensive zone and his 
defensive play has been shaky. The aggressive forechecking that 
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garnered him praise during last season’s playoff run hasn’t shown up 
most nights, with some going so far as to question his effort at times. 

If you’re ranking the three members of the on-and-off Kid Line this 
season, Lafrenière is a clear third behind Chytil and Kakko. The point 
output has been similar for all three, but Chytil’s ability to push the pace 
with his speed and Kakko’s puck possession skills and improving 
defense set them apart. 

With all of that being said, the timing of the scratch is peculiar. The 
Rangers had won eight of their previous nine games before Tuesday’s 
loss to the Capitals, making Gallant’s reaction feel panicky. Lafrenière 
didn’t play well in that game, but neither did a host of others. And if you’re 
looking to assess blame, core veterans such as Kreider, Panarin and 
Zibanejad are all producing at lower rates than they did last season. 

Prior to Christmas break, Lafrenière had collected seven points across 
nine games, and his 16 even-strength points were tied for fourth on the 
team entering Thursday. 

Is it fair to make him the scapegoat after one ugly loss? 

Perhaps not, but the belief is that he has thick enough skin to handle it. 
My sense after talking to both Lafrenière and other sources is that he 
won’t complain or feel sorry for himself. That could always change, but 
fears of him asking out this summer seem overblown. 

Gallant is hoping it will serve as motivation and garner a similar response 
to last season, when he made Lafrenière a healthy scratch April 13 in 
Philadelphia. He scored two goals in the very next game and went on to 
play well throughout the postseason. 

Time will tell if going back to that tactic was the right call, but Gallant’s 
handling of the entire lineup has felt manic lately. He’s changed lines as 
often as most of us change our socks, leaving a constant cloud of 
uncertainty hanging over the players. 

Furthermore, the frequent juggling has lacked conviction. Even Gallant 
admitted Tuesday, “I didn’t know what to do.” It feels like he’s just 
throwing combinations at the wall and hoping something sticks. 

That’s a detriment, not only Lafrenière, but to every forward on the roster. 
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NY Rangers projected lineup: Gerard Gallant's juggling act continues 

 

VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO   NHL Writer 

 

Gerard Gallant has changed his forward lines so often this season that 
it's become a running joke around the New York Rangers' training center. 

The head coach is well aware and willing to poke fun at his own expense. 

"You know what I’m like," he quipped following Wednesday's practice. "I 
could change (lines) by the time I get down the hallway." 

He tweaked them coming out of the four-day Christmas break, then again 
during Tuesday's 4-0 loss to the Washington Capitals. 

What happened Wednesday? You guessed it. More upheaval. 

"I don't like (doing) that," Gallant admitted. "But I want to try and find guys 
that are going to be consistent and play hard and play well together." 

His biggest concern is not seeing enough consistency from the many line 
combinations he's tried. He noted good games and good periods, but an 
inability to string them together for long stretches. 

The counter argument would be that the constant juggling denies players 
the chance to build chemistry, but Gallant is uninterested in allowing for 
extended grace periods if he's not getting the results he wants. 

"It frustrates you as a coach," he said. "You want to give opportunities to 
people. Sometimes they take it; sometimes they let it fall a little bit. 

"My job is to win games. We're not developing right now." 

The latest variations have some merit. 

After weeks of being apart, longtime linemates Chris Kreider and Mika 
Zibanejad are back together on the top line. Neither fared particularly well 
without the other, with Zibanejad producing zero even-strength goals in 
his last 11 games, mostly with Artemi Panarin on his left wing, while 
Kreider has gone goal-less in five of his last six games. 

"I think Kreider plays with Mika really well," Gallant said. "We've seen that 
for a number of years and I want to get back to that." 

The third member is Kaapo Kakko, who has been the best in the 
Rangers' thin pool of right wingers this season. 

There's a case to be made that trio has been the team's best line, 
particularly based on the analytics. They played together for much of 
October, with their collective 66.2% xGF in that span still ranking sixth 
among all NHL lines that have logged at least 100 minutes together, 
according to moneypuck.com. 

The issue was finishing, as they only registered four goals in 134:00 of 
ice time. But in terms of generating possession and scoring chances, 
they stood out as a driving force. 

"I think I played my best hockey I’ve ever played with those guys," Kakko 
said last month. 

Reuniting those three always felt like a logical move, but the rest of the 
lineup comes with questions. 

At the top of the list is this one: Will the Panarin-Vincent Trocheck 
combination fare better in their second go-around? 

In 306:04 previous time on ice together, that duo was outscored by 
opponents, 11-15. Their 51.46% xGF and 54.79% shot share, according 
to Natural Stat Trick, suggest it wasn't all bad. But it's no secret that they 
didn't click, as both Gallant and the players themselves have hinted at. 

Trocheck played his best away from Panarin, racking up 13 points in nine 
games prior to the holiday break while skating with Kreider and Jimmy 
Vesey. 

"They’re both north-south guys, just like myself," Trocheck said on Dec. 
12. "It's a matter of a lot more predictability out there. I know where 
they're going to be. I know when I chip a puck in, they're going to be 
there on the forecheck. It's just keeping things simple on our line is 
what's going to work." 

No one has ever described the freewheeling Panarin as "north-south," 
but Gallant sounds determined to get him to play what he called "a more 
direct" style and cut down on the turnovers that come from his risky 
passes. He believes having the responsible Barclay Goodrow as their 
right winger will aid that cause. 

There seemed to be an offensive spark when Panarin briefly had Filip 
Chytil as his center, with that duo outscoring opponents, 6-3, in 77:00 
together. But Gallant wasn't comfortable with their defensive play, as 
evidenced by the 22 high-danger scoring chances they allowed. 

That leaves Chytil on a new-look third line with Vitali Kravtsov and Julien 
Gauthier, with the latter being one of the only Rangers who showed up 
Tuesday. 

And in the most shocking decision of them all, Gallant told reporters in 
Tampa Bay that former No. 1 overall pick Alexis Lafrenière will be a 
healthy scratch for Thursday's 7 p.m. game against the Lightning. With 
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him out, the fourth line will consist of Vesey, Jonny Brodzinski and the 
struggling Sammy Blais. 

We'll see how long that lasts. Gallant warned not to put too much stock 
into the latest arrangement, an acknowledgment of his own impatience 
and ongoing search for answers. 

By contrast, he's been steadfast about not altering the power play units. 
They've run hot and cold all season, with a 21.9% conversion rate that 
currently ranks 17th in the league. The PP is only one for its last 14, 
though, which has exasperated any issues the Rangers have at five-on-
five. 

"(Tuesday) night, it just looked like it was out of sync," said Gallant, 
referring to the power play's 0-for-5 showing against the Caps. "You just 
can't go to the same two plays all the time and expect they’re going to 
work. You’ve got to do the little things in front of the net and you’ve got to 
battle." 

That predictability stems from a heavily right-handed top unit that 
typically features Panarin and Zibanejad on opposite circles. But because 
they both shoot with the same hand, Zibanejad is the only one with the 
proper angle to unload. Opposing teams know that and have adjusted 
accordingly. 

Has Gallant given any thought to diversifying with a left-handed shooter 
such as Chytil, Kakko or Lafrenière? 

"No," he said. "These guys are too good to put somebody else in there 
right now." 
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Rangers lose to Lightning in six-round shootout 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated December 30, 2022 1:16 am3-4 minutes 12/29/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Way back on opening night, the Rangers played what 
may have been their best game of the season, turning in a complete 
performance while beating the Tampa Bay Lightning at Madison Square 
Garden. 

On Thursday night, in their second meeting of the season with the 
Lightning, the Blueshirts may have played even better. 

This time they fell in a six-round shootout, 2-1, at Amalie Arena, and 
Gerard Gallant — who had called their effort in Tuesday’s loss to 
Washington “garbage’’ — was pleased with what he saw against Tampa 
Bay. 

“I thought it was a great hockey game,’’ Gallant said. “Obviously, the 
goaltending was two world-class goalies — the best two in the world, 
probably — and they were outstanding. It was a good hockey game. A lot 
of chances generated both ways. So tough to lose in the shootout like 
that, but I thought we played great.’’ 

Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy, playing for the second straight night 
after beating Montreal on Wednesday, made 45 saves in regulation and 
overtime and stopped Adam Fox on the final shot of the shootout. 

Igor Shesterkin, his Russian countryman, was beaten by Alex Killorn for 
the shootout winner, but his 39 saves in regulation and overtime helped 
earn the Rangers (19-12-6) a point. 

With both goaltenders playing so well, it looked for a long time as if Mika 
Zibanejad’s 16th goal of the season, at 12:45 of the first period, might 
hold up as the winner. 

However, Brayden Point tied it at 1 for Tampa Bay at 5:32 of the third 
period on a broken play. He flubbed a shot at an open net behind 
Shesterkin but managed to push the puck off the goalie’s pads and in. 

After that, the game was back-and-forth, with great chances for both 
teams. 

“I had a wide-open net in overtime,’’ Zibanejad said. “If I hit any part of 
that net, we all smile and we go away happy.’’ 

The Rangers had a golden chance to win the game in overtime when 
Tampa Bay’s Victor Hedman was penalized for tripping Filip Chytil with 
2:54 remaining. But skating four-on-three, the Rangers were unable to 
capitalize on the man advantage. They went 0-for-3 on the power play. 

Once the game got to the shootout, Shesterkin stopped Steven Stamkos 
on the first shot, but Point scored on the Lightning’s second attempt to 
give Tampa Bay the lead. Vasilevskiy stopped Vincent Trocheck and 
Zibanejad, and Nikita Kucherov had a chance to win it, but he was foiled 
by Shesterkin. 

Artemi Panarin scored to tie the shootout at 1-1 and Shesterkin stopped 
Ross Colton, giving Kaapo Kakko a chance to win it for the Rangers, but 
his backhand shot hit the post. Shesterkin stopped Nick Paul and 
Vasilevskiy stopped Chytil before Killorn scored and Fox didn’t. 

 

Newsday LOADED: LOADED: 12.30.2022 

1263674 New York Rangers 

 

Rangers' Sammy Blais back in the lineup after being scratched 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated December 29, 2022 9:04 pm2-3 minutes 12/29/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Alexis Lafrenière was a healthy scratch on Thursday 
night against the Lightning, and that was the big news. Less notable was 
that his spot in the lineup was taken by another French-Canadian 
forward, Sammy Blais, who was back in uniform. 

“I got scratched the last two games, so I’ve just got to get back to playing 
good hockey, and every time you’re in the lineup, it’s an opportunity to 
prove what you can do,’’ Blais said after the Rangers’ morning skate at 
Amalie Arena. 

Blais, a physical 6-2, 206-pound left wing, said he “deserved to be 
scratched’’ after taking a roughing penalty late in the second period of a 
1-1 game in Pittsburgh on Dec. 20. The Rangers surrendered a goal on 
the ensuing power play and Blais did not play in the third period. The 
Rangers went on to lose, 3-2, ending their winning streak at seven 
games. 

“I kind of knew, after my penalty in Pittsburgh, I kind of cost us a game,’’ 
said Blais, who is still looking for his first goal as a Ranger. “So yeah, I 
deserved to be scratched, I think. And I’m just happy to be back in the 
lineup now.’’ 

Harpur stays in lineup 

Ben Harpur played in his seventh straight game and seems to be coach 
Gerard Gallant’s preference as the sixth defenseman. 
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“I wanted Libor [Hajek] to take that spot, I wanted Jonesy [Zac Jones] to 
take that spot, and they would come in and they played some good 
games, and then they fell off again,’’ Gallant said. “I wish those guys 
would have played better consistently. And they would have had it. 
Harpur came in and played a [solid] game . . . I mean, it’s only a small 
amount, it’s five or six games, but he’s done a job, and we’re happy.’’ 

Igor gets the start 

Igor Shesterkin, who will turn 27 on Friday, got the start in net against the 
Lightning. He took a 9-1-1 road record into the game and was 4-0-0 in 
the regular season against the Lightning. 
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Rangers coach Gerard Gallant makes Alexis Lafreniere a healthy scratch 
for Thursday 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated December 29, 2022 9:02 pm4-4 minutes 12/29/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Dropping former No. 1 overall pick Alexis Lafreniere to 
the fourth line wasn’t enough, in coach Gerard Gallant’s mind, to get his 
point across. 

So Gallant took a more drastic step when he decided to make Lafrenière 
a healthy scratch for Thursday night’s game against the Lightning. 

“Consistency is the word I mentioned before and yesterday a little bit, 
and we want him to be better,’’ Gallant said at the morning skate of 
Lafrenière. “He wants to be better. We want him to be better, and just be 
more consistent in your game.’’ 

“It always [stinks] to be out of the lineup,’’ Lafrenière said. “For sure you 
want to play. But I’ll try to get better in practices, get better with coaches, 
and try to look at [video] clips and see what I can improve to be a better 
player.’’ 

It is the second time Gallant has scratched Lafrenière. He sat him for a 
game in Philadelphia last April and it worked out that time; Lafrenière 
scored two goals in his return to the lineup the next game against Detroit. 
After that, he was one of the Rangers’ better forwards the rest of the 
season and into the playoffs. 

Naturally, the 21-year-old is hoping he’ll be able to do something similar 
this time. 

“Yeah, hopefully,’’ he said. “A little bit like last year, the second half and 
the playoffs were good for me, so I’ll just try to do that again this year and 
play better hockey.’’ 

Lafrenière has five goals and 12 assists in 36 games this season, but 
lately he has been less than forceful on the ice. After the Rangers lost to 
Washington, 4-0, on Tuesday in their first game after the Christmas 
break, Gallant was disappointed in his team’s performance, calling it 
“garbage.’’ The next day at practice, he changed the forward lines and 
skated his team hard. 

Lafrenière was one of four players on the fourth line in that practice, 
which made news. On Thursday, he said he understood that being one of 
four on a line meant there was a chance he might be scratched. 

“There’s one guy that’s not playing, so it can be one of the four,’’ he said. 
“And it was me. But it’s fine. I had a good practice this morning and 
hopefully I’ll be back soon.’’ 

The third-year forward said he hasn’t had discussions with the coaching 
staff about specific things that he needs to do better. It’s been more 
general conversations about being more consistent, he said. As to how 
he can be more consistent, that, he said, is the tricky part. 

“I think it’s tough, as a pretty young player in the league,’’ he said. “You 
always want to play ‘A’ games every night, but it’s, I think, just showing 
up to the rink mentally ready every game. And even if one day you’re a 
little more tired, or the legs are not feeling too good, just try to keep it 
simple and come back to your game.’’ 

Asked what specific details he thinks he needs to improve, Lafrenière 
said he needs to be better in the defensive end at getting the puck off the 
boards and out of the zone when the Rangers are under pressure in their 
own end. He also said he needs to be better both without the puck and 
with it. 

“Just knowing when to make plays, and when to be smart with [the puck] 
and put it deep,’’ he said. “Trying to find a good balance in my game.’’ 
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Rangers fall to Lightning: Thoughts on a strong but unsatisfying shootout 
loss 

 

Arthur Staple 

6-7 minutes 12/30/2022 

 

Whatever the Rangers did Tuesday against the Capitals, this was the 
opposite in Tampa Bay on Thursday night. Gerard Gallant may have 
been joking a bit when he called this one his team’s second-best game of 
the season, ranking right behind the season opener against the same 
Lightning team, but this was a crackling one from the jump. 

The only bad thing about it was the result, a 2-1 shootout loss. There 
were 160 shot attempts between the two teams (82-78 in favor of the 
Rangers) through regulation and overtime, and it was just the seventh 
regular-season game in the last decade to feature two teams with 40 or 
more shots on goal. You can add this to the small but significant list of 
Rangers games this season they should have won, but there was only 
one point for the visitors and the Rangers now sit outside the top eight in 
the East for the first time in three weeks, although two points separate 
second and sixth in the Metro. 

They’re not out of it, obviously. But they are 1-2-1 after a seven-game 
win streak, so moral victories aren’t going to cut it. 

On to some thoughts: 

Too many misses 

The Rangers missed the net 23 times Tuesday and followed that up with 
19 more misses Thursday. These were against a locked-in Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, so you can perhaps understand why the Rangers were trying 
to pick corners, especially as Thursday’s game wore on. It’s certainly 
frustrating to see the Rangers miss the net four times during a four-on-
three overtime power play and have 11 of the 19 misses come from 
Artemi Panarin, Chris Kreider and Mika Zibanejad, who combined for 29 
of the 82 attempts. 

We know about all the posts this team has hit, and you can add a 
Panarin crossbar and Kaapo Kakko’s potential shootout winner off the 
post to the pile. But according to the league website, the Rangers are 
second in the league this season with 498 missed shots, meaning ones 
that missed the net or hit iron. Only Carolina, way ahead at 567, has 
more misses. 
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Last season, the Rangers missed the net 894 times in 82 games, 25th in 
the league. They’re on pace for 1,103 missed shots. That’s a big jump, 
and it really comes down to mostly luck. The 2021-22 Rangers had it and 
this year’s Rangers really don’t. 

The Laf scratch, continued 

The Rangers are off Friday, practice Saturday in Sunrise and face the 
Panthers on New Year’s Day. It’d be a complete shock if Alexis 
Lafrenière remained the odd man out for another game; the message 
has been sent with Thursday’s scratch. 

Another message that was sent by Lafrenière’s teammates Thursday: 
We can play well without you. That wasn’t any sort of slap in the face to 
the 2020 No. 1 pick, but just a reminder that Lafrenière hasn’t made 
himself indispensable. That should be a goal of his when he gets back in. 

There were loads of comments on our story from earlier Thursday 
pointing the finger at Gallant, who does ultimately answer for the lineup 
decisions. But it would be a completely wrong assumption to think that 
the decision to sit Lafrenière came from Gallant without the blessing of or 
in consultation with GM Chris Drury. Something this big is an 
organizational move and not a knee-jerk type of deal. 

Lafrenière will get back in, almost surely next game. We will all get to see 
if this scratch did its job in motivating the 21-year-old. 

More new lines! 

Gallant’s latest line shuffle had the usual mixed results. Kreider-
Zibanejad-Kakko? Very engaged and quite good all night, providing the 
lone goal. Kakko was sharp again. 

Panarin-Vincent Trocheck–Barclay Goodrow? Meh. If Panarin and 
Trocheck is going to be a thing, someone else needs to be the third 
wheel. Maybe this is a spot for a reenergized Lafrenière. Panarin needs a 
little more flair on the opposite wing. 

Vitali Kravtsov–Filip Chytil–Julien Gauthier? Surprisingly effective! With 
breakaways for the two wingers and a dangerous Chytil — who should 
have made it 2-0 in the second but didn’t thanks to a ridiculous 
Vasilevskiy save — this is group that probably shouldn’t work, but did. 

Sammy Blais–Jonny Brodzinski–Jimmy Vesey? Not that great. Blais 
missed a glorious two-on-one feed from Vesey in the first to continue his 
0-fer as a Ranger and Brodzinski took a bad offensive-zone penalty. If I 
had to guess, before even Gallant has considered it, I’d think Brodzinski 
could be the one to sit on Sunday, with Goodrow dropping down to the 
4C and Lafrenière sliding in at 2RW. 

Standouts 

• K’Andre Miller plays big in another big game. Ho-hum. Miller played a 
team-high 21:40 at even strength and he’s now 17th in the league among 
all players with an average of 19:41 of even-strength ice time. Gallant 
clearly trusts him more than any other D-man right now. If Jacob 
Trouba’s season-long funk continues, it wouldn’t be a surprise to see 
Miller and Braden Schneider get a few key shifts in games to get more 
Miller out there in close contests. 

• Good Bread: Two stick checks by Panarin in the third to break up high-
danger scoring chances. I asked Igor Shesterkin last week what’s gotten 
into Panarin and his now pretty regular D-zone work. “He doesn’t think I 
can stop the puck,” Shesterkin said. 

• Not-so-good Bread: Blasting three shots wide on the OT four-on-three. 
You love to see Panarin thinking shot first, but with all that room out 
there, shooting for rebounds has to be better than missing everything. 

• Shesterkin posted a 39-save outing, beaten only by a shot that wasn’t 
even a shot when Brayden Point lost the handle in tight and the puck 
banked off Shesterkin and in. He had a run of four starts out of five 
allowing just one goal, then had three straight with three goals allowed. 
Could be another run here of stingy Igor. That makes the biggest 
difference in the Rangers’ fortunes. 

• The officiating crew gets the Gas Face (it was ’90s Night in Tampa) for 
missing Brandon Hagel’s humorous attempt to score on Shesterkin in the 
second period. How do you need the Situation Room for this? 
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Alexis Lafrenière and the Rangers reach a critical point 

 

Arthur Staple 

6-7 minutes 12/29/2022 

 

Gerard Gallant was all positive after a short, hard skate on Wednesday, 
which featured more changes to his inconsistent forward group. The 
biggest change was seeing Alexis Lafrenière on a fourth line that 
comprised four players, meaning that one of Lafrenière, Sammy Blais 
(healthy scratch the last two games), Jonny Brodzinski, or Jimmy Vesey 
will be the scratch for Thursday’s game in Tampa. 

About 13 months ago, Gallant had Lafrenière playing fourth-line minutes 
in an attempt to grab the 2020 No. 1 pick’s attention. It worked. 
Lafrenière had 11 goals over his last 35 games and then the sort of 
postseason that reminded everyone why he was the top pick two years 
earlier. Coming into the final season of his entry-level deal in 2022-23 
and coming off an impactful playoff run, the Rangers — and probably the 
rest of the NHL — assumed the 21-year-old was about to break out. 

Now 36 games into his third season, the team and the league are still 
waiting. 

“He doesn’t seem to accomplish much out there with or without the 
puck,” said one NHL scout whose coverage area includes the Rangers. 
“When you watch him play it’s hard to find him out there, has little impact 
on the outcome. I don’t know if it’s lack of confidence but his processing 
seems a little bit of a step behind.” 

The Rangers obviously still believe that Lafrenière can be the player who 
was a no-doubt No. 1 pick after three outstanding seasons with Rimouski 
in the Quebec League, two QMJHL MVP awards, and a World Junior 
MVP award after leading Canada to gold in his draft season. 

But there seems to be some disconnect between the player the Rangers 
hoped Lafrenière would be and the player he is right now. Tim Stützle 
was selected two picks after Lafrenière in 2020 and went to a Senators 
team that had lots of room for improvement and for a top-six center to 
grow. Even as the Senators have bumbled their way through Stützle’s 
first two-plus NHL seasons, he’s established himself as a go-to player in 
Ottawa and a big part of the Sens’ future — the team signed him to an 
eight-year extension worth $8.35-million per that kicks in next season. 

“When you watch (Ottawa) play, you notice (Stützle,)” said an Eastern 
Conference executive who was granted anonymity because he’s not 
authorized to comment publicly on other teams’ players. “Can’t say the 
same about (Lafrenière).” Stützle has 29 points in 30 games this season 
for the Senators while leading all Ottawa forwards in ice time at 20:09 per 
game. He plays in all situations. Lafrenière has 17 points in 36 games 
while playing 15:01 a game and getting scraps of power play time. 

Lafrenière came to a team that had two top-six left wings fully entrenched 
in the lineup in Chris Kreider and Artemi Panarin, so Lafrenière would 
either have to be content with limited minutes and barely any power-play 
time or try to will his way into the top six. 

There have been fits and starts of that player, but nothing consistent. And 
in games like Tuesday’s, when the Rangers had plenty of offensive zone 
time and scoring opportunities, a night of Lafrenière staying to the 
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outside and not engaging enough stood out even among the team’s 
“garbage” night, as Gallant put it. 

“Laffy has gotten some chances to play with good people and he’s 
played well at times, but it’s inconsistent,” Gallant said on Wednesday. 
“And again, there was a bunch of them (that were bad on Tuesday) night. 
So Laffy is getting maybe knocked down today in practice. Not saying 
he’s going to be there tomorrow. I don’t know where he’s going to be 
tomorrow. Sometimes it’s a wake-up call for the kids.” 

Lafrenière’s dreams of a big second-contract payday are seemingly gone 
unless he can rev things up over these final 46 games. His Kid Line 
linemates have seemingly figured out what makes them go — Filip Chytil 
has the same 17 points as Lafrenière this season but in eight fewer 
games and Kaapo Kakko has 15 points, two fewer than his linemates, 
but has been engaged and around the puck and the net as often as any 
Ranger forward this season. 

It’s telling that, in breaking up and reforming his lines once more, Gallant 
only sent Lafrenière to the fourth line or potentially the press box. Kakko 
skated on Wednesday with Kreider and Mika Zibanejad and Chytil was 
between Vitali Kravtsov and Julien Gauthier, two wingers with less skill 
than Lafrenière but both showed a bit more fight on Tuesday. 

GM Chris Drury has a team good enough to make the playoffs. He has 
big contract decisions with K’Andre Miller and Chytil this offseason. 
There could be a decision on Lafrenière, but if things continue along the 
current path, it may be a decision of whether or not to keep the former 
No. 1 pick or trade him for other help rather than trying to decide what 
kind of contract Lafrenière is worth. 

And worse for Drury: Talent evaluators around the league can see the 
problem, too. Lafrenière had every right to expect more opportunity when 
he came in as a heralded top pick and also every right to feel 
disillusioned that those opportunities haven’t presented themselves 
through two-plus years. But the expectations go both ways: The Rangers 
surely expected a hungry player who wouldn’t be content with third-line 
minutes and would do more to earn a bigger slice of the action. 

“He has to decide what type of player he is going to be,” the pro scout 
said. “If it’s going to be a guy that is strong down low and take pucks to 
the net then that’s what he has to do consistently. I don’t feel like he has 
an identity right now. I think we saw a bit of it during the playoffs but then 
he got away from it.” 
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NHL99: Sergei Fedorov, and his skates, defined the NHL’s 1990s era of 
cool 

 

Sean Gentille 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

The skates beat the player to the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

If you were on the fence with regard to their power, or if you were 
unaware, that should serve as suitable proof. Sergei Fedorov — the 
sublimely talented trailblazer, possessor of a blend of skill, substance 
and star quality beyond rare and, in steakhouse terms, closer to “blue” — 
had to play 17 extra years and wait three more before the Hall called him 
back. 

Those are the rules for players, and they are largely unflinching. 
Equipment, though? The Hall gets it when it wants it, especially from 
Stanley Cup champions. And in 1997, after Fedorov’s Detroit Red Wings 
won their first Cup since 1955, the Hall’s curators made their collective 
decision; they set their sights on his white Nike prototypes. 

First pair of white Nike skates worn by Sergei Fedorov of the 
@DetroitRedWings in 1996. See them today at the HHOF. 
pic.twitter.com/RU5cjY5M60 

— Hockey Hall of Fame (@HockeyHallFame) May 2, 2016 

In the first season he wore them — the only one for that particular model, 
which was never widely available but Nike’s first, flashiest swing at 
building a hockey foothold — Fedorov led the ’97 Wings in postseason 
points, with 20 in 20 games, en route to winning the Stanley Cup. 

There was greatness behind him; by the summer of 1997, he’d won the 
1994 Hart Trophy, a pair of Selkes and put up two 100-point seasons. 
Wayne Gretzky, in that stretch, called him “the best player in the game,” 
and given the context, the label fit; Gretzky had lapped the field, but his 
peak had passed. Mario Lemieux was on the verge of taking a health 
sabbatical. Eric Lindros could’ve staked a claim, but his game wasn’t 
nearly as fully formed as Fedorov’s. 

There was greatness ahead — Fedorov and the Wings would win the 
Cup again, and he’d continue to build his rep as a one-of-one talent — 
and drama, too. Contract disputes in Detroit opened a rift that has yet to 
close. Stints with Anaheim and Columbus were uneven in their best 
moments. By the time he landed with Alex Ovechkin’s Capitals in one of 
their early incarnations, Fedorov was more of a leader than a difference-
maker, the better part of a decade removed from his final All-Star Game. 

If you were of a particular demographic, though — if you were a person 
who cared about Russian players’ spot in NHL history, or a person who 
came of age during the mid-’90s, or both — it was impossible to watch 
Fedorov, even in his winter, and not remember. Who could forget him? 

“Fedorov is the one a lot of us look to,” Sergei Gonchar, a five-time All-
Star defenseman, told The Athletic. He’s five years younger, one of the 
first players to walk through the doors Fedorov and other Russian stars 
began opening in the late 1980s and a Hall of Fame candidate in his own 
right. To Gonchar, though, Fedorov stands alone, which is why Fedorov 
is No. 33 on our list of the greatest NHL players of the modern era. 

“(Fedorov) proved a Russian could come to the NHL and be the best 
player. He was the first to do it. If you’re talking about the all-time 
Russians, of course you have Alex and (Evgeni Malkin), but Fedorov was 
first to be recognized as the NHL’s best player and be a Russian, and 
that means a lot to many of us,” Gonchar said. 

“He could do everything. He was the best forward, could run a power 
play, was great at penalty kill and two-way — he could even play 
defense; I saw him do it, and he might have been the best defenseman if 
he played only that position. He had so much talent you couldn’t believe 
it.” 

Lots of players have talent, though. Fedorov had talent and swagger — 
and Nike knew it. 

Mike Rupp knew it, too. He’s an analyst for NHL Network now, eight 
years out from his 11-season, 610-game career and 19 from his Stanley 
Cup-clinching goal for the Devils. 

In 1997-98, Rupp was just a first-year OHL player. The Cleveland native 
was coming into his own with the Erie Otters; he’d be the No. 9 pick in 
the NHL Draft by the summer. 

He also, like plenty of his peers, had turned into a Nike hockey partisan. 
To blame? Guess who. In 1996-97, as a freshman at Cleveland’s St. 
Edward High School, Rupp had snagged a removable gold strap 
designed for basketball shoes and used it to turn his standard black 
skates into a pair of “Nikes.” He’d seen those Hall of Fame-bound 
prototypes, after all. 
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“It was my nod,” Rupp told The Athletic. “This is my Fedorov moment, 
right? When I was turning at certain angles, I was probably losing an 
edge because (the strap) made my skates wider, but I didn’t give a s—. I 
was wearing ’em.” 

Rupp’s arrival in Erie coincided with Nike’s first widespread “Fedorov” 
skate release. The Zoom Air Accel Elite came in white, but it was no 
prototype. We’re talking several colorways. An inline model. A design 
that looked a little more intentional, and a little less like someone slapped 
a red swoosh onto a pair of Bauers. Flash. Style points. 

The Zoom Air release was the tentpole of Nike’s hockey strategy. The 
biggest name in sportswear, then and now, had acquired Bauer Hockey 
in 1995 for $395 million. Those were boom times for the sport in the 
United States, despite the lockout-shortened season of 1994-95. League 
revenues were up, thanks in part to a 600 percent increase in 
merchandise sales, and optimism was running high. TV ratings weren’t 
great — a 1.8 average on ESPN in 1993-94, according to an infamous 
Sports Illustrated cover story that otherwise gassed up the league to a 
wild degree, was low enough to qualify as “minuscule.” With the benefit 
of hindsight, that should’ve rang some alarm bells. It didn’t, though, and a 
year later, Nike had placed its own meaningful bet. The overarching goal 
was to take Nike from American sneaker company to a global sports 
behemoth. Hockey was part of the plan. 

And in hockey, Fedorov led the way. “We hadn’t necessarily planned to 
go to Russia and make Russia a key market for Nike, but the fact that he 
was Russian and all the history with Canada Cups and U.S.-Russian 
Olympics, the thought was he’d be a great asset,” Joe McCarthy, the 
head of Nike’s global advertising from 1993-97, told The Sporting News 
in 2015. 

Still, he had company. Jeremy Roenick and Mats Sundin, among others, 
showed up in a TV ad campaign. If you’re a hockey fan over 35 — or if 
you have one in your life — you’re probably familiar. The premise for 
some of the Fedorov-centric spots was that he’d chased goalies out of 
the NHL. Because of him, they were stuck mopping elevator atriums and 
running the register at Burgerama, raging against “Mr. Long-Haired 
Russian Freak Boy, skating around in his fancy Nike skates” as a young 
Rob McElhenney watched in silence. 

Another featured Fedorov taking on a full roster by himself. Plus several 
extra goalies. Plus a pair of figure skaters. Plus a Zamboni. 

The implication was simple enough; Fedorov was a new, stylish brand of 
hockey player. Nike made a new, stylish brand of skates. 

So with all that in mind, back in Erie, Rupp’s request was equal parts 
simple and predictable. He wanted a pair of the Fedorovs. He joked that 
he knew the choice would mean “five or six more fights” that season. He 
did not care. 

Rupp viewed the design — bringing white-dominant skates to hockey for, 
essentially, the first time since the California Golden Seals’ ill-fated 
experiment in the early 1970s — as a logical progression. There was a 
certain mid-90s “look,” he said, that had taken hold; CCM Tacks with 
some added white plastic on the backside. An Easton Z-bubble stick. 
Maybe some color in the gloves. 

“Mike Modano had a little bit of the look,” Rupp said, “but Fedorov took it 
to another level.” 

The side-eye from one of the Otters’ trainers, though, was enough to 
change his mind. Rupp’s request was met with the universal sign for “I 
dunno about that, buddy.” 

The way Rupp remembers his own reaction in 2022? “Maybe you’re 
right. I’ll go work on my toe drags and get back to you.” Rupp was skillsy 
enough to have a 32-goal OHL season and stick in the NHL for more 
than a decade. White skates, though? For a 6-foot-5 bruiser? Hold the 
phone. 

“If you had the guts to wear those,” Rupp said, “you had to be a certain 
type of a player. I was a first-round pick. I was a player. I just wasn’t that 
type of player.” 

Erie teammate Tim Connolly, on the other hand, “was a guy that probably 
could get away with wearing them because he was so, so skilled and so, 
so filthy,” Rupp said. He wore the Fedorovs for “about a week.” 

Connolly joined Rupp on another squad: Guys who appreciated the look 
but, for one reason or another, couldn’t quite make it stick. If Fedorov-
caliber skill was the requirement for bucking one of the most bizarre bits 
of conventional wisdom in a sport packed with them, it’s a miracle that 
Nike sold more than a few pairs. 

Rupp scratched his itch elsewhere. Once he made it to the NHL in 2003, 
instead of signing an endorsement deal with another brand, he wore a 
Nike helmet. For free. 

“When you’re coming into the league, and you don’t know how long it’s 
gonna last or how long you’re gonna play, if you get offered five grand or 
10 grand to wear a helmet — I was saying no,” Rupp said. “That’s how 
much I wanted to wear Nike.” 

And it was largely because of one guy. 

“Those white Fedorovs — just Sergei Fedorov in general — changed the 
cool factor in hockey,” Rupp said. “And Nike was the cool factor.” 

As a concept, “the cool factor” is timeless. The application, though, can 
be a moving target. We know now that Nike, in some respects, didn’t hit 
it; the price point was obscene, even relative to other premium skates. 

People who wore these skates grew up to drive Hummer H2's. 
pic.twitter.com/BzpD0VGlkZ 

— Anthony Stewart (@StuMunrue) June 10, 2018 

Beyond that, function didn’t follow form; the hard-plastic, black molding 
along the back, according to people who wore them, took forever to 
suitably break in, and by the time that happened, other parts of the boot 
were breaking down. Any sort of scuff on the cap, from pucks, boards or 
other skates, came through loud and clear. 

Mix in an inevitable comedown from that mid-’90s optimism, built-in 
resistance from the sport itself — again, first-round picks didn’t feel 
qualified to wear the skates — and you’ll see how Nike Hockey’s fate 
was probably sealed. By training camp 1999, they’d terminated their deal 
with Fedorov. He wasn’t all that upset, telling reporters that the company 
had tried to put him in a new skate model ahead of the ’99 playoffs. That 
wasn’t going to work. Nike held on to its Bauer assets for nine years 
before selling to a private equity firm for $200 million. Neither brand, as it 
turns out, needed the other all that much; Nike achieved global 
domination without hockey, and Bauer remains one of the biggest names 
in the game. 

Through it all, the Air Accel Elites still occupy cultural space; posting a 
photo of them is a quick, easy way for social media engagement. It 
seems like everybody loves the “Fedorovs,” despite nearly nobody 
actually wearing them. Credit nostalgia. Credit design. 

Most of all, credit the player. Fedorov’s legacy is singular and secure, 
whether or not we see another NHL star in white skates. It lives in 
Russian stars like Ovechkin. It lives in players who fuse substance with 
showmanship, like Jack Hughes or Matthew Tkachuk. It lives in fans who 
ache for something different. 

And it lives in the world’s greatest hockey museum. Odds are, the white 
Nike prototypes will someday cycle out of display. Fedorov, though, is 
there forever. 

The Athletic‘s Rob Rossi contributed to this story. 
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December NHL vibe check: Overtime trends, Pacific race, Capitals rising 
and more 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

How many times does a game end in regulation and you think, “Please, 
just end before the shootout”? 

The pace is great, the action is exciting and now all the game needs is a 
dramatic finish, a dramatic finish the game won’t get in a shootout. 

Well, those of us who prefer to see a game end within that five-minute 
overtime are in luck. 

The vibes are trending up for overtime wins, and down for the shootout 

So far, there have been 125 games to reach extra time this season. In 
those games, an overtime goal has been scored 87 times, or 69.6 
percent of the time. 

In 2015-16, the first year of three-on-three overtime, games ended in the 
five-minute period before the shootout 61.1 percent of the time. That 
number started to trend up over the next couple of years as teams 
bettered their strategies in those situations, peaking in 2018-19 at 67.9 
percent before moving in the opposite direction. Last year, overtime 
games went to the shootout 35.4 percent of the time — the highest rate 
since 2015-16. 

But this year, overtime games are ending ahead of the shootout at the 
highest rate since three-on-three hockey was first introduced. It’s not the 
only number to trend up, though. 

This year, there have been 14 goals scored on the power play in 
overtime. That’s 16 percent of the goals scored, which is the most since 
three-on-three overtime was enacted. Across a full season, the most 
overtime goals to be scored on the advantage came in 2019-20, at 15.9 
percent, with 26 power-play goals. But the last two years have been 
particularly poor, below 10 percent in each season. There were just 18 
power-play goals net in overtime last year. The NHL is only four shy of 
that number right now, in 163 fewer games. 

Of course, there’s a catch. It’s not just a matter of more power-play goals, 
but penalties called in overtime as well. There have been 44 penalties 
called in overtime, and that excludes calls that come in the final moments 
of regulation that trickle into the five-minute period. That rates out to .35 
per game, which is at a high since the first year of three-on-three. 

How influential are those power-play goals? Take them out of the 
equation, and this year’s overtimes are ending before the shootout just 
58 percent of the time. That’s in line with last year, and the average since 
2015-16. 

The vibes are concerning for former top forward prospects in New York 

The Rangers’ leading forward prospects just haven’t developed at the 
rate that’s expected of top-10 picks. That’s true for former No. 1 overall 
pick Alexis Lafrenière, No. 2 overall pick Kaapo Kakko and, to a lesser 
extent, No. 9 overall pick Vitali Kravtsov. 

Sometimes, players don’t live up to their draft hype. But top-10 picks are 
rated that highly for a reason: they have a very high ceiling and are 
expected to reach it quicker. But even with top-five picks, there can be a 
lot of variance in the caliber of player — which this handy visual from 
Prashanth Iyer helps to illustrate. 

Development isn’t a straight line. There are twists, turns and hurdles 
along the way for many players. But the Rangers’ forwards have 
struggled more than expected, especially for a team that was rebuilding. 
Even then, there was a lot of emphasis on winning above all else and 
sometimes that pushed these players lower on the depth chart — 

something afforded to them because of the forward strength the team 
had at the top of the lineup. 

That’s a key difference between how their forwards and defenders have 
developed. For K’Andre Miller — who this section originally was going to 
be about, in a positive light — it was trial by fire. There weren’t many 
other capable defenders in New York to absorb his minutes, so he got to 
play through his mistakes and it has paid off. 

A player does have to earn their minutes. But in the case of a top pick, 
especially after struggles in Year 1 for both Kakko and Lafrenière in 
particular, there has to be some give and take, too. If a player is put in a 
position to succeed, the onus then can be on them to maintain those 
minutes. And that can be a confidence booster that trickles down into the 
rest of their game. That hasn’t been the case in New York, compared to 
say, New Jersey, where Jack Hughes’ development has been a top 
priority. 

So while the Rangers may be prioritizing winning above all else right 
now, the focus doesn’t have to be single-minded, either. Developing 
players who need to be a key part of that winning has to be a primary 
focus as well. 

And maybe that does mean scratching a player like Lafrenière when he 
isn’t playing to the level that he should for a game — as long as it can be 
productive. Watching from above with a skills coach could be exactly 
what he needs in order to reset. But because this isn’t an isolated 
incident, and is a pattern, the big-picture question is whether this 
situation was brought on by how the team handled him and Kakko over 
the last few years, and what they can do now to help them truly hit their 
stride. 

The vibes are trending up for the Capitals 

Sticking with the Metropolitan Division, how about those Capitals? 

Earlier this season, Washington was an easy team to count out. The 
injuries were piling up, the core is aging and the rest of the division is still 
very competitive — especially with the Devils and Islanders both looking 
to return to the playoffs (which would force out up to two teams from last 
year’s postseason picture). 

But thanks to the Capitals’ play as of late, those playoff chances are 
rapidly climbing. It timed well with the Islanders trending down for a bit 
earlier this month, the Devils’ unlucky streak and the Panthers dropping 
to a 50 percent chance of reaching the postseason, per The Athletic’s 
Dom Luszcyszyn’s model. And it helps that moving forward, the Rangers, 
Islanders and Devils have a much tougher schedule ahead while the 
Capitals see one of the best strength changes ahead. Even better is that 
the team is getting some internal reinforcements with T.J. Oshie, Tom 
Wilson and Martin Fehervary returning soon. 

Via Dom Luszcyszyn 

So what’s going right for the Capitals? 

There’s Alex Ovechkin doing Alex Ovechkin-like things. He’s making 
NHL history and continues to exceed expectations with his signature 
shot. But on a team level, there’s some legitimate improvements below 
the surface as well. At five-on-five, this team is steadily on both ends of 
the ice. 

Via Evolving-Hockey 

Along with some more offensive creation, the team has really worked on 
its defense in front of the crease since mid-November, as the animated 
heat map below shows in blue. 

Via HockeyViz 

The goalies also deserve stick taps. Darcy Kuemper has earned a quality 
start in two of his four games in December. But the real hero has been 
Charlie Lindgren, who stepped up when his partner was out. In eight of 
10 games played this month, ahead of Thursday night, he gave his team 
team a chance to win with a quality start. 
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The vibes are interchanging in the Pacific Division 

For some time, the top three in the Pacific Division have been some 
combination of the Golden Knights, Kraken and Kings. 

Vegas isn’t entirely surprising. This may be the weakest Golden Knights 
team since the inaugural roster, with key players becoming collateral 
from management’s salary-cap decisions, but it’s still a very good team. 
A new coach, Bruce Cassidy, brings some different ideas to the mix. And 
a healthy Mark Stone has been a difference-maker on both ends, as 
expected. 

The Kraken have been the wild card. The goaltending’s been better than 
expected, even from an unlikely source in Martin Jones, and the team 
finally has goal support up and down the lineup. 

The Kings are expected to be in the playoff combination, after making it 
last year and actually disrupting the Oilers. 

With those three teams leading the way, it left Edmonton and Calgary as 
expected contenders for wild-card spots over the first couple of months of 
the season. 

But now, things are getting a bit closer in the Pacific Division, which 
should make for an interesting finish. Ahead of Thursday night’s 
matchups, the Flames jumped ahead of Kraken with a win on 
Wednesday night. The Oilers, on the other hand, still sit outside the 
picture. And the Canucks are five points back of their division rivals. 

This is likely just the start of shifting around the playoff picture in the 
Pacific Division. 

As it stands, at their current point paces, the Golden Knights are 
projected to finish first, followed by Seattle, Los Angeles and Edmonton. 

But with the rest of the road ahead in mind, the odds aren’t in that same 
favor. 

Via Dom Luszcyszyn 

The Flames are in a good position because their schedule is about to get 
a lot easier — after a tough start, they’re now seeing the best positive 
change in their schedule strength. The Kraken and Oilers should haver a 
smoother path ahead, in terms of schedule strength, while Los Angeles 
and Vegas should be challenged more. 

That should make for a really interesting finish, which could be spiced up 
by the Central Division teams. While many would have guessed 
Nashville or St. Louis to make it before the start of the season, the odds 
are not in their favor right now. Instead, eyes are on likely contenders 
Minnesota and Colorado, along with Winnipeg and Dallas, who got off to 
strong starts. At the current rate, that would leave one Pacific Division 
slot open. And if Vegas and Seattle both make it, at least one of least 
year’s playoff teams from the Pacific will not. 

Maybe there will actually be some chaos and unpredictability in the 
Western Conference race down the stretch if this keeps up. 

The vibes are better than expected for Jeff Skinner 

There are a few storylines in the Atlantic Division. The Bruins are 
crushing it. The Leafs have managed through quite a few injuries. The 
Lightning are just fine after a slow start. The Panthers are struggling. And 
the Senators, the team many expected to excel this season, are a 
bottom-10 team. 

But let’s talk about everyone’s favorite team in that division, the Buffalo 
Sabres. 

The story of the season, and really the last year, is Tage Thompson. He’s 
one of the most effective finishers of the last year, and is the best value 
player. His linemate, however, was considered to have one of the worst 
contracts in the league just a few months ago. 

Jeff Skinner was signed to a massive eight-year contract worth $9 
million, on average, in 2019. That should have been money reserved for 

the superstar tier, which the winger doesn’t really fit into despite being a 
fine top-six forward. He wasn’t playing to the level expected of a player 
on a contract like that in the early years, and his usage was extra funky 
under Ralph Krueger. But things have changed under head coach Don 
Granato, and with continued success this season, he’s showing that he 
still has a lot of pop left in his game. 

This month was a prime example of that. Skinner has averaged a game 
score of 2.79, which led the league in December before Thursday’s 
dominant win over Detroit. It’s something that generally would earn him a 
star of the month, but the fact that he was limited to six games (before 
Thursday’s game) due to his suspension is what holds him back. 

In those six games, Skinner totaled five goals and eight assists. At five-
on-five in his minutes, Buffalo has outscored their opponents 10-1. That’s 
not exactly sustainable, since his play below the surface isn’t quite as 
tilted as the results show. Basically, it’s been an elevated extension of 
what’s been a strong season for the winger. 

He has 23 five-on-five points and has earned a point on approximately 77 
percent of the Sabres’ goals he’s been deployed for. Plus, 63 percent of 
the points he’s earned on those 30 goals have been primary, showing his 
direct influence on the team’s scoring. 

Thompson is the driver of that line, and that’s obviously impacting his 
wingers. But there’s definitely a joint effort from Skinner and Alex Tuch. 
And that’s elevating each member in that trio. There’s still some work to 
do in their own zone, and that extends past the line, but offensively, 
these players are nothing short of exciting and impressive this season. 

Via HockeyViz 

A combination of confidence from the coach, high-caliber teammates and 
elite goal songs seems to be working for Skinner. And that’s production 
the Sabres are much better with, as evidenced by their play when they 
were without him earlier this month. 

Stars of December 

With five goals and eight assists in December, ahead of Toronto’s 
matchup in Arizona, Auston Matthews is now up to 17 goals and 40 
points in 35 games. That puts him on pace for a 94-point season. At five-
on-five, he’s rocked a 64 percent expected goals rate with even better 
results to show for it, as the Maple Leafs have outscored opponents 16-4 
with Matthews on the ice in those situations. And as of the last stretch, 
that gap between the team’s expected goal generation and suppression 
has only grown in the center’s minutes. 

It’s been a tricky year for Toronto so far, with a ton of injuries. But the key 
players the team would expect to step up have done so – including 
Matthews and his frequent linemate, William Nylander, who headline that 
top line. 

Following Matthews is everyone’s favorite superstar, Thompson. What 
else is there to say? He’s a crafty goal-scorer, with 12 in December, but 
he’s not one-dimensional in the offensive department, either — netting 
nine assists along the way. Buffalo can’t stop outscoring opponents while 
he’s deployed, and the rest of the league can’t stop watching his 
highlight-reel plays. 

Lastly, there’s Alex Ovechkin. The 37-year old is making history with his 
elite goal-scoring — reaching the 800-goal mark with a hat trick before 
moving past Gordie Howe with his 802nd tally. That scoring is a major 
reason why the Capitals are in the playoff race. The winger deserves a 
ton of credit for helping keep his team afloat while the injuries in 
Washington mounted. Now, the question is whether he can maintain that 
level. Last year, after a stellar start, his scoring slowed in the second half. 
Can he keep defying aging curves and using that incredible finishing 
talent to beat goalies? That’s something to keep an eye on as he inches 
closer to Wayne Gretzky’s goal record. 

An honorable mention has to go to Hampus Lindholm in Boston. The 
defender has clearly clicked with the Bruins since coming over at last 
season’s trade deadline, and is playing more to his strengths with more 
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support around him. It’s not easy to stack up to some of the best around 
the league in game score without a ton of scoring to show for it, but 
Lindholm managed to do so in December. The Bruins are generating 
approximately 62 percent of the expected goals share with him deployed 
— and he’s used against top competition — and have better results to 
show for it, especially back in his own end. 

Data collected prior to Thursday night’s matchups, via Prashanth Iyer, 
Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, HockeyStatCards, AllThreeZones and 
NaturalStatTrick. This story relies on shot-based metrics; here is a primer 
on these numbers. 
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Connor Bedard has chased down history, and he’ll chase down more 

 

Scott Wheeler 

 

HALIFAX, Nova Scotia — “He’s too good for major junior now.” 

That was the text I got back from Power Edge Pro skills coach Nick 
Quinn, who has been working with Connor Bedard for half of his young 
life, when I asked him — in the third period of Thursday’s game, the 
second six-or-more-points game in as many nights for the Canada’s 
newest hockey sensation — what it was like watching him do what he 
has done over the last four days. 

The numbers would be impossible to believe if it were from any other 
player. But that’s simply because there isn’t one — not at this year’s 
world juniors or almost any before it — who could do it. 

For Bedard, they’re entirely believable for people like Quinn. Because 
he’s too good. 

Fourteen points in three games. In nine periods. Read it again. Fourteen 
points in three games. In nine periods. 

Say what you will about the level of his opposition in the last two games, 
or the tournament on the whole without the Russians. It’s still Bedard — 
the youngest player in the tournament, who won’t turn 18 until after the 
draft because of his July birthday (we can almost forget that) — and not 
anyone else, who is doing it. There are nine first-round picks on Team 
Canada who played against the same Germans and the same Austrians. 
Shane Wright also got exceptional status into the CHL. Adam Fantilli 
nearly did, too. But it wasn’t them doing it. They, a No. 4 pick in the NHL 
Draft and a kid who is chasing records of his own in college hockey — 
and who is supposed to be chasing Bedard in the 2023 draft class, too — 
have practically paled by comparison. 

Everyone seems to next to Bedard. 

“I was joking to him, he’s got seven points this game and I think I have 
six combined all year,” Wright said after the first time Bedard did it. “He 
could probably put up a couple of points a game in that league (the NHL) 
too. Not much to say. He’s just a special player. I haven’t seen many 
individual performances like that.” 

Added Fantilli after the second time Bedard did it: “What he’s been doing 
is so special and the way he’s doing it is amazing, so we have nothing 
but smiles for him right now.” 

Logan Stankoven, the reigning CHL Player of the Year and the only 
forward on this Team Canada who has played in all three world juniors 
with Bedard, is almost 900 days older than Bedard. He’s got an 
extremely impressive total of 18 points in those three tournaments, a 
mark of his status as one of the best prospects in the sport in his own 
right. Bedard now has 27. He’s got 14 goals, tying the all-time Canadian 

world juniors record held until now by Jordan Eberle. And he has done it 
all in just a dozen games. 

“I was just grateful to be on a line with him tonight,” Stankoven said after 
Wednesday’s game. 

And yet for Bedard, it was just another record-breaking game, and then 
another, with “M-V-P” chants raining down in each. When the in-house 
public address announcer at Halifax’s Scotiabank Centre reads the 
lineup pregame, the crowd claps idly for each name and then crescendos 
for Bedard’s, something that’s usually reserved for players who are from 
the host province. They did the same in Edmonton at Rogers Place. 

They show up to the game expecting him to score. 

And then he delivers. Again. And again. And again. Against the 
Germans, it was a breakaway snap that will freeze NHL goalies like it 
freezes junior ones. And then it was a curl-and-drag under the bar short-
side from the top of the circle. And then it was a fake-shot into a cross-ice 
pass to Dylan Guenther on the power play, and then another, and then 
another. It’s routine. Habit. The precursor to uppercase Greatness. 

On Wednesday night, Stankoven said Bedard told his teammates on the 
bench that he was chasing the single-game Canadian goal record of four 
after he scored his third (his third hat trick of this season), a record he’d 
already tied himself on the same day (Dec. 28, 2021, and now Dec. 28, 
2022) one year ago in Edmonton. 

In Stankoven’s words, “He puts on a show.” In Bedard’s, “It’s not a huge 
deal for me,” he said — and not in an arrogant way — when told about 
tying the single-game Canadian points record of seven at the world 
juniors. 

On Thursday night, it was Bedard again, nearly 15 minutes into a 
scoreless game against Austria, when Canada looked dormant and the 
crowd was silent, who helped set up the opening goal on the power play. 
And then it was Bedard whose spin pass to Canadiens prospect Joshua 
Roy two shifts later drew the penalty which helped, you guessed it, 
Bedard set up the third goal on the power play to Wright. And then it was 
Bedard who scored a brilliant goal from a bad angle that fooled even the 
officials. 

Connor. Bedard. Wow.#WorldJuniors pic.twitter.com/M6ie1gabqI 

— TSN (@TSN_Sports) December 30, 2022 

And it was Bedard again, later, diving in the third period to finish a set 
play he’d drawn up with Stankoven off the draw during the TV timeout. 

“I’m not going to look too much into it, but it is cool,” Bedard said again 
after a second consecutive history-making night. 

Moments earlier, steps away from where Bedard stood in the media mix 
zone at the Scotiabank Centre, Kirk Furey, Austria’s head coach, spoke 
about that history in a different tone than Bedard would allow himself to, 
though. 

“He’s just another world,” Furey said, shaking his head. “It’s a pretty 
special moment to be behind the bench when he’s on the ice and for our 
players to experience that, because they’re not going to be able to 
experience it ever again.” 

Moments later, Bedard’s dad, Thomas, echoed his son, not even 
knowing how his son had responded. 

“We hope he can continue to not pay too much attention to the outside 
noise,” Thomas said in a text message that asked him what the last few 
days have been like. “Hoping the team can do well — be pretty amazing 
to repeat for the fans here. It’s been pretty special with the atmosphere at 
the games.” 

Bedard is almost certainly going to lead the tournament in goals, points 
and shots by a wide margin (his 23 shots through three games, nearly 
eight per game, are already seven clear of the next-best number of 16 by 
Blues first-rounder Jimmy Snuggerud and Blue Jackets first-rounder 
David Jiricek) now, too. He’s clearly the tournament’s best player, and 
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technically he could (he won’t, but he could) still play in the 2024 
tournament and the 2025 one. 

And he’s going to keep doing it against Sweden on New Year’s Eve, and 
in the quarterfinals against whoever’s next, and beyond, too. It might not 
be seven points, or even six, as the competition stiffens, but he’s going to 
deliver. 

Because that’s what he does. 

He’ll be past Eberle and in sole possession of the Canadian goals record 
soon enough as well. 

By the time the tournament’s over, we’re going to be talking about him 
chasing down another record: Jaromir Jagr’s single-tournament scoring 
mark by an under-18 player of 18 points in seven games. If he does it, 
he’ll pass Wayne Gretzky and Eric Lindros’ 17 apiece along the way. 
He’s already clear of Connor McDavid’s 11 in seven in his draft year, 
Mario Lemieux’s 10 in seven in his, and Sidney Crosby’s nine in six in 
his. He might even break Lindros’ all-time Canadian points record of 31 
(it’s now four to tie it and five to break it, with as many as four games still 
left to play). 

There’s just no reason to believe the kid with 78 points in 31 combined 
games with Regina and Team Canada this season, and 27 goals and 48 
points in 23 career games across all competitions for his country, is going 
to slow down. 

He won’t. 

He’s too good. 
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World Juniors 2023 takeaways: USA tops Switzerland; Sweden beats 
Czechia in thriller 

 

Scott Wheeler, Corey Pronman 

 

The fourth day of the 2023 World Juniors was headlined by an overtime 
thriller between Sweden and Czechia with Sweden emerging victorious. 
Here’s what you need to know: 

In Sweden’s 3-2 overtime win, projected 2023 top-5 pick Leo Carlsson 
didn’t dress due to an illness. Boston first-round pick Fabian Lysell left 
early due to injury. David Jiricek (CBJ) was named player of the game for 
Czechia, and Ludvig Jansson (FLA) for Sweden. 

Finland defeated Latvia 3-0. Tampa prospect and seventh-round pick 
Niko Huuhtanen was Finland’s top player, continuing a strong 
tournament. 

USA beat Switzerland 5-1. 

Canada defeated Austria 11-0 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

USA gets team effort in convincing win over Switzerland 

The U.S. were rolling on all cylinders today. The top line of Logan Cooley 
(ARI), Cutter Gauthier (PHI) and Jimmy Snuggerud (STL) had their best 
game and their No. 1 defenseman Luke Hughes (NJ) also had his best 
game of the tournament alongside his new D pair partner Sean Behrens 
(COL). Cooley was named player of the game and between him and 
Snuggerud they combined for three goals. Hughes scored too, while also 
making an impact in transition and his blue line work due to his elite 
skating. 

USA’s bottom six did good work too. Tyler Boucher (OTT) continued his 
strong tournament and their fourth line again had a lot of puck 
possession when on the ice. USA’s goalie Trey Augustine made the save 
he needed to make. The one thing the US still needs is getting the 
second line of Chaz Lucius (WPG), Rutger McGroarty (WPG) and 
Jackson Blake (CAR) going more consistently. — Pronman 

Panthers prospect Ludvig Jansson comes up big for Sweden 

In a game that Blue Jackets star prospect David Jiricek nearly willed a 
win out of for the Czechs, creating both of their goals and almost ending 
it (more than once) in overtime, it was Jansson, Sweden’s only returnee 
on the blueline, who did the same for Sweden, scoring twice. On the first, 
he placed a shot from the point through to the net’s top corner short-side. 

On the second, he beat Golden Knights prospect Jakub Brbenec wide 
and tucked past Tomas Suchanek for a brilliant individual effort to help 
keep the Swedes undefeated. Jansson, a 2022 fourth-round pick who 
turned 19 just two days ago, now leads Sweden in scoring with five 
points through three games. — Wheeler 

Multiple quarterfinal scenarios still in play 

Because both Sweden and Czechia picked up points in their game, they 
remain atop the Group A standings with eight and seven points, 
respectively, through three games. Canada, with its six, is now unlikely to 
win the group. Even if they were to beat Sweden in regulation on New 
Year’s Eve, Czechia could secure first with a win against Germany 
(which appears likely). 

In Group B, the New Year’s Eve matchup between Finland (seven points 
through three games) and USA (six points through three games) should 
decide first place, but second place could be for Slovakia’s taking if they 
were to defeat both Latvia and Switzerland (a real possibility but not a 
sure thing) and leapfrog the loser of Finland and USA. 

I actually think this Latvian team is stronger than the one that finished 
seventh in Edmonton in the summer but they’ll be in tough to make the 
quarterfinals in back-to-back tournaments. I like their odds in a potential 
best-of-three against Austria for relegation, though. Latvia has never 
stayed in the top flight at the World Juniors for three consecutive 
tournaments, so that would be big. 

Here’s what’s on deck for Dec. 30: 

Slovakia vs. Latvia at 11 a.m. ET in Moncton 

Germany vs. Austria at 4:30 p.m. ET in Halifax 
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ESPN / Winter Classic jersey rankings - Where Bruins, Penguins land 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The Winter Classic is an annual outdoor hockey game with an annual 
timeline for fan arguments. 

They begin when the venue is announced -- "Fenway Park ... again?" -- 
and continue when the participants are revealed -- "The Pittsburgh 
Penguins ... again?" 

But the arguments reach their apex when the uniforms for the teams are 
revealed, as teams and the NHL's retail partners attempt to create a look 
that's an instant classic for the Classic. 

Many times, they succeed. "I tend to like Winter Classic jerseys more 
than I dislike them," said Chris Smith, founder and editor of the hockey 
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uniform news and analysis site Icethetics.com. "Believe it or not, a list of 
my least favorite ones is actually harder to make." 

Harder, but not impossible. With the 14th NHL Winter Classic scheduled 
for Jan. 2 between the Penguins and the Boston Bruins, here is our 
official ranking of all 28 jerseys from the league's foremost outdoor event, 
with some expert analysis from Smith and fellow sports gear guru Chris 
Creamer of Sportslogos.net. 

But to find out the best Winter Classic jersey, we must begin with the 
worst ... 

28. New York Rangers (2012) 

Both the Flyers and Rangers used "heritage white" on their 2012 jerseys: 
a beige-ish tone that looks like the "before" example in an OxiClean 
infomercial. As an accent color, it is fine. As the base color for this New 
York jersey, it is atrocious. When contrasted with the bright white ice and 
boards, the Rangers looked like a collective sweat stain. 

"This is easily my least favorite ever," Smith said. "I hate when jersey 
designs lean on 'heritage white.' It's a truly terrible trend." 

The logo pays tribute to the one the Rangers had in 1926. A franchise 
that mocked the Islanders for having a "fish sticks" look on their jerseys 
decided to look like a Carvel ice cream shop for its first outdoor game. It 
all adds up to the worst Winter Classic jersey ever created. Even the 
points for originality can't change this scoreboard. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks (2015) 

Well, that's certainly a Blackhawks jersey. Smith ranks this as one of his 
three least favorite jerseys: "Where's the creativity? For such a unique 
game, this rehash of their standard road jersey was a big letdown," he 
said. 

Chicago's dispassionate fashion choice only underscored the thrown 
together nature of the Nationals Park Classic, an interconference 
matchup with the Washington Capitals that seemed to be an excuse just 
to get Chicago in another outdoor game. 

26. Buffalo Sabres (2018) 

Two things ruin this jersey. The Sabres wanted a mash-up of their then-
current sweater and their original ones from the 1970s. They used the old 
school colors (yea!) but also used the monotone shoulder coloring of 
their 2017-18 jerseys, minus the classic gold outline around them (boo!). 

But the biggest sin was the addition of "NY" to the Sabres' crest, in a 
desperate "SEE, LOOK: WE ARE ALSO A NEW YORK TEAM!" call for 
attention at the Citi Field game. 

"Just a remix of their 2010 alt and throwback white jersey," said Smith, 
who wasn't a fan. "Again, only two teams per year get to play in this 
game, the jerseys should be special and this one simply missed the mark 
in my view." 

25. Chicago Blackhawks (2019) 

It's never a good thing when your jersey looks like a neglected page in a 
hockey coloring book. The Blackhawks' Notre Dame jerseys have been 
ranked at the bottom of many Winter Classic sweater tabulations, and 
they are Creamer's least favorite look. 

"It's a great idea, in theory, to throw back to a cleaned up version of a 
Cup-winning club from the 1930s for a game dripping in traditional design 
such as this," he said. "But when the uniforms you're throwing back to 
are terrible ... well, modern design can only do so much. I always felt the 
best part of the Blackhawks identity was the bright red of their dark 
sweaters, accented by minimal amounts of black, white, yellow, green, 
orange, and blue. It sounds ridiculous, but it all works together. This 
eliminated everything great about the Blackhawks uniform just in time for 
a global audience." 

Yet we don't have them ranked at the bottom here, because our other 
guest expert actually listed them as his favorite Winter Classic fit of all 
time! 

"I love the black and white and I wish they'd use it as a third jersey on a 
more frequent basis," Smith said. "It's simple and distinctly captures a 
different era of NHL hockey in a way no other Winter Classic jersey has, 
in my opinion." 

We can't in good faith rank something this divisive at the bottom. Just 
near it. 

24. Detroit Red Wings (2009) 

Not only is this a severe step down from the iconic Winged Wheel of 
Detroit's regular sweaters, but there is also a much better version of the 
"Stylized D" look on their 2015 Stadium Series jerseys. 

23. Chicago Blackhawks (2017) 

Picture that meme of Pam from "The Office" looking at the 2017 and 
2015 Blackhawks Winter Classic jerseys and saying, "They're the same 
picture." 

That's the gist with this ranking. This one has slightly different striping 
and a throwback logo to the 1950s that's a little less refined and a bit 
more colorful. Otherwise, the Blackhawks' designers appeared to be 
getting as bored with creating new outdoor games jerseys as we were 
seeing Chicago in these games. 

22. Pittsburgh Penguins (2023) 

    — Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) November 25, 2022 

The "heritage white" strikes again on the Penguins' Fenway Park jerseys, 
which are inspired by Pittsburgh's original NHL franchise, the 1925 
Pirates. 

Writes the NHL: "The 'P' crest stands equally for Pittsburgh and 
Penguins." 

It also stands for "putrid" and "Penguin-less," as it foregoes the adorable 
flightless fowl that defines the franchise for some "P" on their chest. 

21. Minnesota Wild (2022) 

The colors of this Target Field Classic jersey are festive and distinct. So 
it's got that going for it, which is (Minnesota) nice. The rest of it ... well, 
Creamer wasn't a fan. 

"A great example of what happens when you try to force as many stories 
and inspiration into a single design as possible," he said. "This uniform 
paid tribute to Minnesota hockey history, including classic designs from 
St. Paul and Minneapolis, and the result was a mess of green, red and 
heritage white. 

"Stripes everywhere, out-of-place shoulder yokes, lettering and logos on 
the chest. Faux-leather patches on the elbows. There was so much 
crammed into this design they could barely fit the captain's patches onto 
the front. Keep it simple, pick one story to reference and save the others 
for a future uniform." 

20. Nashville Predators (2020) 

There's one reason why these Cotton Bowl sweaters are ranked so low, 
and that's a missed opportunity. The Predators had a left shoulder patch 
logo on this sweater that was a bonkers version of their primary logo -- 
they even sold a hoodie with this reimagined logo. 

"[It] takes the form of a roaring saber-toothed tiger's head and represents 
the Predators' size, strength and speed," Adidas said. 

Whatever it was, the logo should have absolutely replaced the scripting 
on the front of what could have been a ravenously wonderful jersey. 

19. St. Louis Blues (2022) 
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The 2022 Winter Classic in Minnesota is an odd one. It wasn't at an 
iconic venue. It didn't have an Original Six team or the Penguins or the 
Flyers. It was the lowest-rated Classic in the series, although in fairness it 
was also the first one the NHL had on cable television. 

It was most notable for being the coldest Classic on record (minus-8 
degrees Fahrenheit) and for having the Blues show up to the game in 
swimwear. Which is to say their 1967 throwback jerseys weren't the most 
notable things they wore in Minnesota. 

Despite the scourge of "heritage white," these St. Louis jerseys are solid 
looks ... although one eclipsed by another Blues Classic jersey that you'll 
see in a bit. 

18. Philadelphia Flyers (2010) 

The best thing about these Flyers jerseys was the way they were 
unveiled: By having players like Daniel Briere and Simon Gagne fire 
pucks at a block of ice until it shattered. 

Otherwise, they are a tribute to the team's 1967 expansion look with the 
addition of a black nameplate, something the Flyers would adopt 
permanently and with which we've never been enamored. 

17. Boston Bruins (2016) 

This Bruins fit was inspired by the logo on their 1925 jerseys, whose 
letter spacing makes it look like a promo for a circus bear named Osto. 

While Smith believes "the all-black Bruins were imposing," we've always 
been a little bummed they opted for that common hue over the bonkers 
striping of the original jerseys. 

16. Washington Capitals (2011) 

Context is important here: The Capitals hadn't rocked these jerseys since 
1995. Their current logo was a "Version 2.0" of this classic look. 

So to bring back the jersey synonymous with players like Rod Langway 
and Dale Hunter for a game against the rival Penguins was a pretty big 
deal, to the point where this sweater was adopted as a road alternate the 
following season. 

15. Boston Bruins (2019) 

In a game at Notre Dame, it was only appropriate that the Bruins got a 
little collegiate. That "B" on the front would have been right at home on a 
letterman sweater. 

"The decision to wear regular white over the temptation to do as the 
others do with 'heritage white' paid off big time for the 2019 Bruins," 
Creamer said. "The contrast of the bright gold and black striping -- and 
there's a lot of them -- against the clean white is striking, as is the big, 
bold, 'B' square in the chest. The fact that they wore this against one of 
the dullest Winter Classic uniforms of all time certainly doesn't hurt." 

14. Chicago Blackhawks (2009) 

The Blackhawks have appeared in more outdoor games (six) than any 
other NHL team, and this is the best jersey they've worn in the Classic or 
the Stadium Series events. 

That's not saying much given the competition, but this replica of their 
1935 jerseys -- with an updated logo -- was so popular that the team kept 
it as an alternate jersey for the next few seasons. 

13. Buffalo Sabres (2008) 

Like the Capitals in 2011, these recreations of the Sabres' original white 
sweaters were joyously received because it had been so long since we'd 
seen them. Buffalo last wore these in 1996 before embarking on a jersey 
journey that included the "angry goat" and the "Buffaslug," which was 
what the Sabres were wearing during the 2007-08 season. 

Like a heaping spoonful of salt, the Winter Classic retro look might have 
helped kill the "slug" by 2010. 

12. Boston Bruins (2023) 

These Fenway redux jerseys are instantly memorable, from the bold 
striping to the whimsical font to what Bruins fans have affectionately 
called "Meth Bear." The existence of their Reverse Retro "Pooh bear" 
logo in the same sweater season as this "Cocaine Bear" stunt double is 
deliciously Jekyll and Hyde. 

Yet, we have to agree with the primary complaint about these jerseys, 
shared by blogger Zach Sexton: "Each of the components is solid 
enough on its own, checking off the boxes to create a vintage feel for the 
Winter Classic. When you put them all together though, they don't quite 
click. The logo feels like it was designed for a completely different jersey 
based on the colors used." 

The caveat here is that we've yet to see these jerseys on the ice or in 
action, and that can sometimes elevate a jersey's status. 

11. Dallas Stars (2020) 

These sweaters popped on the Cotton Bowl ice, especially when paired 
with the beige gloves that Dallas players wore. The Stars' "victory green" 
color was the primary motif with a Texas-sized logo on the front. 

Said Smith: "What Adidas did for the Stars was outstanding. Another one 
I wish we'd see more often: It's a beautiful take on the 1940s Texans 
jersey and the felt patches provide a genuine vintage feel." 

10. St. Louis Blues (2017) 

The 2017 Winter Classic had a lot going for it, from Ken Hitchcock's 
fedora to St. Lunatics Nelly declaring his love for 3-on-3 overtime hockey. 

Perhaps the best thing was what the home team wore in its game against 
Chicago: These are absolutely gorgeous recreations of the club's 
inaugural look from the 1967-68 season. 

9. New York Rangers (2018) 

We're a sucker for Rangers jerseys that swap out their royal blue for navy 
blue, like their famed "Liberty Head" jersey does. The lettering is inspired 
by their late 1920s look, while the "NY" patch on the shoulder celebrates 
their Citi Field game from 2018. It's a stark look, but Creamer's not 
entirely a fan. 

"This one wasn't so bad overall, but it screws around with one of the 
better hockey sweaters simply for the sake of making a unique uniform 
for an outdoor game. And that bugs me," he said. "Maybe without the NY 
shield this one comes off the worst list, but the combination of 'let's 
simplify the wordmark and numbers' with 'let's complicate everything from 
the chest up' gives me a headache." 

8. Toronto Maple Leafs (2014) 

7. Detroit Red Wings (2014) 

Sorry for the double feature, but these are inseparable. The "We Will 
Rock You" into "We Are The Champions" of Winter Classic jerseys. 

Alone, they're two of the best: Playful, historic and awash in color that 
popped even from the highest seat at the Big House -- which certainly 
came in handy during the icy weather during the game. Together, they 
produced the most visually outstanding matchup of jerseys in Winter 
Classic history. 

It was "blue vs. red" on the ice and in the stands, giving the record-
breaking game in Ann Arbor the look of European soccer supporters 
sections. We'll give a slight edge to the Red Wings' homage to the 1920 
Detroit Cougars and their own early years Winged Wheel logo, but that's 
not to say the Leafs' rustic logo and memorable striping wasn't just as 
memorable. More color-on-color games, NHL! 

6. Philadelphia Flyers (2012) 

While the Rangers' overuse of "heritage white" was calamitous, the 
Flyers' decision to accent their orange jerseys with it created one of the 
best Winter Classic looks ever, according to Creamer. 
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"A great throwback-inspired uniform is one which feels like the team 
should have already worn it in the past or could easily add it to their 
current wardrobe," he said. "The 2012 Flyers Winter Classic meets that 
standard easily with their iconic black and orange combo paired 
remarkably well with heritage white; the addition of Pennsylvania 
keystones behind the captaincy letters is the extra onions on this 
cheesesteak. 

"Overall, a clean, simple look suitable for a franchise who has stuck with 
just one logo throughout its 50-plus-year history." 

5. Boston Bruins (2010) 

After a pair of rather muted jerseys at the Wrigley Field event between 
the Blackhawks and Red Wings, the Bruins went bold with their look at 
the first Fenway Park game the following season. Of the Bruins' four 
Winter Classic sweaters, their first was the most memorable and has 
grown in stature since their release. 

Quibble about whether this 1940s-era logo is as iconic as the others the 
team has worn in the Classic, but there's little argument that the color 
template is distinct. Smith said it ranks among his favorites. 

"Yellow and brown is a color scheme that's absolutely unique to this 
team, and they could really own it if they wanted to," he said, "but you 
know hockey fans and tradition." 

4. Washington Capitals (2015) 

Nothing wrong with a little innovation at the Winter Classic. These 
Capitals jerseys broke the mold for the franchise at the Nationals Park 
game, opting for a deep red over a dark blue "W" in the front that doubles 
as a silhouette of the Washington Monument. It's not completely 
untethered to the Caps' history of jerseys, thanks to the presence of stars 
and the "Capitals" wordmark on the crest. 

As Creamer said regarding the Flyers' 2012 look, a great throwback-style 
jersey should feel like a team "should have already worn it in the past or 
could easily add it to their current wardrobe." This jersey hits that 
definition like an Alex Ovechkin slap shot hitting the back of the net. 

3. Pittsburgh Penguins (2008) 

The one that started it all. It's amazing to think about all the things that 
could have gone wrong with the first Winter Classic in Buffalo. Had it 
been a disaster, the gimmick might have ended there. Instead, we're left 
with visions of Sidney Crosby scoring a shootout goal while wearing this 
iconic jersey whose blue hue cut through the Buffalo snow. 

"That powder blue served them well for three more years as a third and 
set a great precedent for every Winter Classic that followed," Smith said. 

2. Montreal Canadiens (2016) 

The 2016 Foxboro Classic was a study in contrasts: The black bears of 
Boston skating against their vibrant visitors from the north. Watching 
them in action, it seemed like Montreal somehow discovered a whiter 
shade of white for these sweaters. It carried over the blue stripe from its 
home jersey, lightened it up, slapping a variant logo on it and creating a 
look that pulsates with colo(u)r. 

"The brighter bleu, blanc et rouge for the Habs was just gorgeous," Smith 
said. 

There's also a globe on the sleeve. It's a logo modeled after one the 
Habs wore in the 1920s to signify their status as Stanley Cup winners, 
marking the first time that Montreal has reminded fans of the depth and 
volume of their championship legacy. (Yes, that was sarcasm.) 

1. Pittsburgh Penguins (2011) 

Penguin in a scarf. That's all you need to know regarding this Pittsburgh 
look from their Heinz Field game against the Capitals. 

"A precursor to the Reverse Retro series of the 2020s, the 2011 
Penguins uniform took the club's original navy blue expansion season 

sweater design, with its numerous baby blue stripes, and swapped out 
the Rangers-style lettering for the club's actual logo of the time, giving us 
an all-new design that didn't feel unfamiliar or out-of-place," Creamer 
said. "How could anyone hate a scarf-wearing penguin playing hockey on 
their uniform? The Pens loved this one so much they made it their third 
jersey for a few years before they settled on the 1980s-style black and 
gold as their full-time identity." 

The 2011 Winter Classic had an incredible amount of hype -- the NHL's 
bitterest rivals meeting after being featured on HBO's "24/7" series -- that 
unfortunately the game itself couldn't live up to, from Sidney Crosby's 
injury to the event being weather-rescheduled to the evening. 

But these Penguins sweaters were perfection at an imperfect event, a 
memorable remixing of a classic look with a new tradition that ranks No. 
1 in our Winter Classic countdown. 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘A game we obviously should be winning’: Maple Leafs 
subpar in yet another loss to Coyotes 

 

Luke Fox  

 

TEMPE, AZ — Normally, when you limit your opposition to a grand total 
of two shots in the first period and enter the third period with a lead, the 
win should be a lock. Normally. 

But little is normal at the 4,600-seat Mullett Arena, a cozy but raucous 
NHL barn literally cast in the shadows of Arizona State’s Sun Devil 
Stadium to the west and Sun Angel Stadium to the east. 

The metaphor writes itself. 

No, the Arizona Coyotes — both rebuilding and in need of one — are not 
the big man on campus. 

And yet, whenever the Yotes draw the Toronto Maple Leafs, with their 
deep pockets and grand Stanley Cup aspirations, they show up huge. 

It should not be normal that a talent-thin, lottery-bound squad owns 
Toronto, but that has been precisely the case in 2022, when Arizona has 
triumphed in all four meetings. 

With Vince Vaughn along the glass and Michael Phelps drowning in the 
din, the Coyotes rallied for a 6-3 comeback home win Thursday, spoiling 
another Auston Matthews homecoming and sending their half of Mullett’s 
split-partisan attendance home happy. 

“They played extremely hard today, extremely structured. Made things 
real hard on us,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

“We had a breakaway and two 2-on-1s and didn’t get anything to show 
for it. They had a breakaway and a 2-on-1 and scored on both.” 

Blame some missed execution and ill-time penalties on the Leafs’ part. 
Credit some smart coaching by Arizona’s André Tourigny, whose players 
made it difficult for the Leafs to weave through the neutral zone and is 
dragging out game-breaking performances by the likes of Jack McBain 
and Nick Bjugstad. 

Or raise an eyebrow at Toronto’s goaltenders, who are showing signs of 
sliding back down to earth. 

Ilya Samsonov has three consecutive sub-.900 starts; Matt Murray, who 
took the L in this one, has four sub-.900 starts in his past six outings. 

The Maple Leafs have uncharacteristically surrendered third-period leads 
in back-to-back games. 
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On this night, both Keefe and perpetrator Conor Timmins — who 
otherwise had a fine performance — pointed to the defenceman’s 
careless high-sticking of Christian Fisher as a turning point. Because J.J. 
Moser scored on the ensuing power-play and gave the home side life. 

“I took a bad penalty early in the third period, let them back in, and then 
it's a tie game,” Timmins said. “We just got to limit those mistakes, myself 
especially.” 

Morgan Rielly, making his first appearance in more than five weeks, 
failed to get a bouncing puck deep, and McBain cashed in the winner off 
a rush.  

The Coyotes added a pair of empty-netters and became the first team 
this season to defeat Toronto in regulation when trailing after 40 minutes. 

“That’s a game that we obviously should be winning and gave it away,” 
lamented Alexander Kerfoot. 

The Maple Leafs are back in action on New Year’s Eve in Colorado, 
where they’ll have a chance to tighten up and end their road trip — and 
2022 — on a winning note. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• New fourth-liner Dryden Hunt made himself noticed in his eight-minute 
Maple Leafs debut: a team-high six hits, a fight, a shot on goal, a drawn 
penalty that led to a power-play goal, plus some diligent work on the 
forecheck. 

Hunt admits he was getting anxious to play after 10 days without action 
since his trade from Colorado. 

“The team was playing great without me. But you watch a couple games 
and look at the lineup and kind of see where you fit and what the team 
needs. I try to bring that energy and be that reliable guy that can kind of 
change momentum when need be,” Hunt says. 

“There’s just no shortcuts here. Everybody is in it for one goal, whether 
it's the trainers, coaches, staff, the media guys — everybody’s kind of in it 
for one goal, and it's pretty special to be here to be a part of that.” 

• A fine night for revenge. 

Ex-Leaf Nick Ritchie threw a game-high nine hits to go with an assist, 
and ex-Coyote Timmins registered two primary helpers. 

“I’m just playing with great players and in a really good system that fits 
my game,” Timmins says. “We’re on a winning team, and guys are doing 
a good job finishing.” 

• Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong has a decision to make on the conditional 
pick Kyle Dubas included in last season’s Nick Ritchie trade.  

Arizona must inform the Leafs by 6 p.m. ET on Feb. 24 — seven days 
prior to the 2023 trade deadline — if they’ll be taking Toronto’s 2023 
third-round pick or 2025 second-round pick.  

The Leafs cannot trade either pick until the Coyotes make their choice. 

• Following in the footsteps of Keefe and Dallas Eakins, the Marlies’ Greg 
Moore was named head coach of the North Division at the 2023 AHL All-
Star Classic, which takes place Feb. 5-6 in Laval. 

Moore’s squad leads the division at the turn of the calendar with a 19-8-
1-1 record. 

“In the dressing room, he credited it to the team and the players, which is 
a part of it. But you have to want to play for your coach in order to win,” 
Marlies captain Logan Shaw said. “The way he’s got our team working, 
everyone’s pulling in the same direction. It’s nice to see, and it’s very well 
deserved.” 

• Speaking through a swollen mouth, Zach-Aston Reese says he has a 
sore tooth and needed eight to 10 stitches mostly on the inside of his 
mouth to repair damage from Tuesday’s uncalled high stick. 

The checking winger says he appreciated Coach Keefe going to bat for 
him after the injury (to the tune of a $25,000 fine no less). 

“Just a little rattling. I’m not getting on the scoresheet as much, so it 
would’ve been nice to be able to draw a four-minute power-play for the 
fellas going into overtime,” Aston Reese says.  

“I don't really want to comment on the refs or anything like that. We’re all 
trying to do a job, and unfortunately they missed what I thought was a 
high stick.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets’ special teams click in win over Canucks as Scheifele 
notches hat trick 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG — Strength down the middle has been an essential quality 
for these Winnipeg Jets. 

Especially when you consider the number of wingers from the Top-9 
sidelined these days with various ailments, you can understand why Jets 
head coach Rick Bowness decided to try and spread the skill around 
after loading up his top lines just one game earlier. 

Instead of riding with Pierre-Luc Dubois between Mark Scheifele and 
Kyle Connor, Bowness kept Dubois and Connor together and moved 
Scheifele onto a unit with regular centre Adam Lowry and Karson 
Kuhlman. 

Ultimately, that change was mostly a positive one but it was those Jets’ 
pivots — including the one moved to the wing — that had a massive 
impact on special teams in what became a 4-2 victory for the Jets over 
the Vancouver Canucks on Thursday night. 

Scheifele notched his second hat trick of the season and seventh of his 
career, Dubois scored his goal on a penalty shot and Lowry got an assist 
on the empty-netter and provided an important screen on another goal — 
and also won a whopping 71 per cent of his draws. 

The Jets struck once on a five-on-four power play, once on a four-on-
three power play, once on the penalty shot and then rounded out the 
bingo card with the empty-netter. 

Scheifele was buzzing all game long, finishing with four shots on goal, 
eight shot attempts and a number of passes that were nearly converted 
by his linemates. 

“His overall 200-foot game is good,” said Jets head coach Rick Bowness. 
“A night like tonight, he’s looking at me like he wants to be out there. He’s 
feeling it. And he looked at me a couple times and I said ‘Ok, you go.’ 

“When the player is feeling it, let them go. He was very good tonight in 
faceoffs. His overall game is very good.” 

Dubois, who is up to 17 goals on the season, wasn’t about to reveal any 
secrets when asked about his strategy on his one-on-one with goalie 
Collin Delia. 

“I can't say. I can't say, sorry,” said Dubois. “When I was a kid I never 
scored on penalty shots, breakaways or shootouts. So yeah, I haven't 
had a penalty shot in the NHL, that's for sure. Probably not in junior 
either.” 

The Jets were thrilled to be able to earn a victory in what was Sam 
Gagner’s 1,000th NHL game, which included a ceremony that featured 
messages from former teammates across his previous six stops. 
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“I didn't know much about Gags when he got here. I never played with 
him but I knew a lot of guys in Columbus that did. And you know, when 
he signed here, the first thing they said is he's a great guy,” said Dubois. 
“He's a great teammate. He's a great veteran, but not just because he's 
played a lot of games — now 1000 — that makes him a great person. A 
lot of guys have been learning from him, getting to know him more and 
more. He's just really fun to be around. So yeah, tonight, I'm sure, was a 
special moment for him. 

“He's very calm and composed. We can laugh a lot with him but he 
knows when to turn that switch and to be serious. Seeing those guys, it 
speaks to who he is as a person. We're really lucky to have him in this 
dressing room.” 

Not only did the Jets snap a season-long three-game losing skid, they 
were able to widen the gap in the standings, moving a whopping 10 
points up on the Canucks in the Western Conference standings. 

Of course, the calendar has yet to flip to January but had the Jets not 
ended this mini-slump, the Canucks would have pulled within six points 
and held a game in hand — while that losing skid would have extended 
to four games, far from an optimal situation for a club that had only 
dropped consecutive games twice until this recent rough patch. 

Why else is that 10-point gap noteworthy? 

Well, it could enhance the chances that Canucks captain Bo Horvat is 
moved prior to the NHL trade deadline. 

Horvat is a pending unrestricted free agent and he entered Thursday’s 
action tied for second in the NHL in goals with Buffalo Sabres centre 
Tage Thompson, behind only Connor McDavid of the Edmonton Oilers. 

What does that have to do with the Jets, you might ask? 

Despite being well-situated at centre, the potential acquisition of Horvat 
would allow the Jets to move one of those talented pivots to the wing, 
should Bowness decide to reunite Scheifele with Dubois and Connor at 
some point during the stretch run. 

Horvat plays a powerful game, is excellent on faceoffs, is comfortable in 
a leadership role in an intense Canadian market and is producing at an 
impressive rate. 

Prior to the game, Canucks head coach Bruce Boudreau applauded 
Horvat for his ability to block out the noise that’s surrounded both him 
and the team all season long. 

“Everybody has handled the noise pretty well. We try to shut everything 
out. We don’t talk about any of that stuff. We shut it out as best as 
possible,” said Boudreau. “I don’t know how he deals with it inside and at 
home with his family, but with us, it’s all about the team, it’s not about him 
and his contract situation.” 

The intriguing part of that contract situation is that under a particular set 
of circumstances, Horvat could be more than a rental, depending on how 
things shake down during the offseason for the Jets. 

They’ve got a number of players who can become UFAs during the 
summer of 2024 — including goalie Connor Hellebuyck, Scheifele, 
Dubois and Blake Wheeler — so there are going to be some decisions 
on the horizon for the organization. 

While trying to extend Horvat beyond several months would complicate 
things further, it would also provide some insurance if a couple of those 
core pieces either aren’t interested or can’t find common ground on an 
extension. 

Horvat will be 28 in April, so he will be looking for top dollar (likely more 
than $8 million) on a long-term pact. 

So in addition to the group of prospects, picks and players it might take to 
acquire Horvat, retaining him will take a commitment. 

That’s a storyline and debate for a little bit closer to the NHL trade 
deadline. 

For the time being, the Jets will look ahead to try and end the 2022 
portion of the schedule on a high note as they face the Edmonton Oilers. 

For the second time in as many games, the Jets had a scare when 
defenceman Josh Morrissey went down the tunnel with an injury. 

Morrissey was able to return without missing a shift on Tuesday, but on 
Thursday, he tried to test out his left leg during a stoppage in play but 
was favouring his left leg and was held out of the remainder of the game. 

During the post-game availability, Bowness said he expects Morrissey to 
receive another round of treatment and that he's “hopeful” the Jets 
leading scorer will be available to play on Saturday. 

Morrissey chipped in a pair of assists on Thursday and is up to six goals 
and 42 points in 36 games this season.  

"I know as much as you guys,” said Scheifele. “Obviously, we hope he's 
good and (Morrissey) is a pretty tough guy so you just got to hope that it's 
nothing serious and pray that he's good." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bedard’s sneaky brilliance in record-tying performance 
leads Canada over Austria 

 

Paul D. Grant 

 

HALIFAX – It’s the kind of brilliance that sneaks up on.  

Connor Bedard humbly dominated again to help Canada obliterate 
Austria 11-0 in World Juniors action Thursday night, led by his two goals 
and four assists in yet another performance for the ages that, at times, 
left the crowd gasping in awe.  

On his way to tying the record for most goals by a Canadian in the World 
Juniors – he now has 14, with at least two more games ahead of him to 
pass Jordan Eberle – Bedard again showed why his effortless excellence 
is highly sought after by practically the entirety of the NHL.  

“What he’s been doing is so special and the way he’s doing it is 
amazing,” said teammate Adam Fantilli. “So, yeah, we have absolutely 
nothing but smiles for him right now.”  

“His shot and his ability to score goals are some of the best I’ve ever 
seen,” said Canada captain Shane Wright. “He’s always creative with the 
way he shoots the puck, and he can release from different angles and all 
that. So, definitely really impressive.”  

But none of it — tying the record, scoring jaw-dropping goals, having 
people travel for miles to see him play — ain’t no big deal to Bedard.  

“It’s pretty cool to have people want to watch you, but I’m another player 
on the team,” he said. “We’ve got so many guys that are special players. 
And, for myself, I’m not thinking of that sort of stuff. I’m just here, one of 
the guys, and obviously trying to contribute.”  

Two moments of this game are worth isolating for emphasis of his 
generational talent.  

On Canada’s third goal, with Austria killing a penalty, Bedard collected 
the puck in the neutral zone, drifted inside the blueline, waiting, waiting, 
waiting, the opposite of Connor McDavid’s constant flurry, Bedard’s legs 
barely stirring, not even a stride, gliding instead through the high slot, 
ever-so-slightly lifting the front of his skate, poised, waiting, before finally 
sliding a no-look backhand pass to an open Wright. The captain wired it, 
top-shelf, to give Canada a commanding 3-0 and break the spirit of an 
Austrian team that had been more than in it until this point.  
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Then, three minutes into the second period, Bedard took the puck down 
the right side, going wide, not rushing, keeping his eyes open, when, just 
as he reached the bottom of the circle, his skates threatening the goal 
line, he fired a shot to an all-but-invisible opening in the far corner. A shot 
so unbelievable that it had the Halifax crowd gasping as one and was so 
impossible to fathom that it required a video review for confirmation.  

“I mean, it was mind-blowing,” said Canada goaltender Benjamin 
Gaudreau. “He has a crazy shot. He’s one of the most talented players 
probably I’ve ever played with or against.  

“Those bad angles are the ones that really get you (as a goalie). You see 
it in the NHL every other day, a goal like that, and it’s a hard angle to play 
and you just got to be really focused and do whatever works for you best. 
But when you put a shot that good, it makes it tough. It really does.”  

And we haven’t even mentioned his second goal, the one that tied 
Eberle’s record, which he somehow scored late in the third period, 
redirecting a Stankoven pass while diving.  

Bedard wasn’t picking favourites between the two.  

“They count the same, so I like them both,” he said.  

Here we bring in the requisite reminder that Bedard is a 17-year-old 
taking on players who are all older and often bigger and stronger.  

The new NHL, with its openness to skill over size, patience over pugilism, 
is perfectly suited for the arrival of the five-foot-10, 185-pound scoring 
dynamo from North Vancouver, B.C.  

“Well, his offense is obviously the biggest thing that stands out on a 
nightly basis,” said former NHL scouting director and current Sportsnet 
analyst Jason Bukala. “I mean, he’s elite. He’s by far the best offensive 
talent in this tournament. He looks like he could be playing in the National 
Hockey League right now.”  

Bedard does have some work to do, however. He was part of a sluggish 
Canadian team that was at one point deep into the second was being 
outshot 3-1 by Austria and looked like it wanted to be somewhere else.  

“I did feel like his detail kind of went in ebbs and flows at times,” Bukala 
added. “He didn’t start the game on time. He turned the puck over just 
inside the offensive blue line in the first few minutes. Austria doesn’t have 
any type of pedigree to turn that up-ice.” Sweden – which Canada faces 
New Year’s Eve, at 7:30 ET / 4:30 PT – will, Bukala added.  

Canada’s other goals were scored by Dylan Guenther, Zach Dean, 
Joshua Roy, Nolan Allan, Logan Stankoven, Fantilli, Nathan Gaucher 
and Tyson Hinds.  

Under-the-radar performance(s): Roy and Stankoven rode along as 
linemates on the Bedard Express, but they weren’t passengers by any 
means, each finding space and asserting themselves when called upon. 
Roy’s goal opened the scoring in the second and Stankoven’s closed it 
(after another video review). Roy also mixed well with Fantilli on the 
power play to get Canada up to 8-0, showing again he can play well with 
anyone. And, of course, Stankoven got Bedard the puck on the diving 
goal. 

Viral moment of the game: We could pick either of Bedard’s goals, but 
let’s go with the second, which was a set play off the faceoff, cooked up 
by Bedard and Stankoven during the preceding stoppage and tied him for 
most by a Canadian at the World Juniors. Who even does that?  

Horror story through-line: Canada’s goaltending situation remains the 
scary monster lurking in the closet that has yet to be opened. Gaudreau, 
he of the mediocre performance in Canada’s 5-2 loss to Czechia, got the 
start against Austria and was barely challenged, going long-long-long 
stretches without seeing the puck on his half of the ice, let alone an 
actual shot. This seemingly opens the door for Thomas Milic to start the 
highly anticipated matchup with Sweden, Canada’s final game of the 
preliminary round.  

Coach Dennis Williams, however, wasn’t revealing anything after the win 
against Austria.  

“He didn’t see a ton of ton of work out there,” Williams said of Gaudreau. 
“Anytime you get a shutout, you’ve got to think it’s a solid performance.  

“We’ll take the next 24 hours and kind of devise a plan and see what our 
lineup looks like and our goaltending situation.”  

For his part, Gaudreau said he was contacted by former NHL goaltender 
Carter Hutton, who reached out through a mutual friend and provided a 
pep talk of sorts after the Czechia loss.  

“He took a lot of time out of his day to write a real big paragraph about 
what he does to bounce back and all that, so, again, I can’t thank him 
enough for that,” said Gaudreau, who stopped all 12 shots he faced 
against Austria.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks Takeaways: Familiar struggles continue to haunt 
Vancouver in loss to Jets 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

After inhaling the rarified air of being a “winning” hockey team – for two 
days – the Vancouver Canucks thudded back to .500 on Thursday with a 
4-2 loss to the Winnipeg Jets. 

On a three-game National Hockey League winning streak, the Canucks 
were excellent for the first nine minutes in Winnipeg, building a 1-0 lead 
and outshooting the Jets 5-0. But they were outshot 39-17 the rest of the 
way, and high-danger scoring chances finished 21-8 for Winnipeg. 

The Canucks had won seven straight road games since a 5-2 loss in 
Boston on Nov. 13, the night before Daniel and Henrik Sedin’s Hall-of-
Fame induction, so a market correction was coming. But Thursday still 
felt like an opportunity lost for the Canucks, who were gifted the lead on 
Jets defenceman Dylan Samberg’s opening-minute giveaway in front of 
his net, and who failed on a couple of power plays to make it 2-0 before 
Winnipeg utterly dominated the middle period and seized the game. 

The Jets were also missing several key players in Blake Wheeler, Cole 
Perfetti, Nic Ehlers and Nate Schmidt. 

Yet, they were still a more talented, better organized and tighter team 
defensively than the San Jose Sharks, whom the Canucks handled 
easily, 6-2, at home on Tuesday. 

“I think there's a lot more that we can do,” Vancouver coach Bruce 
Boudreau said Thursday morning when asked if the San Jose win was a 
template. “I mean, do that against Winnipeg. Do that against Calgary. 
San Jose is. . . a team that works hard, but I mean, they don't have the 
depth that these other teams have. It's important that we be able to do 
those things against the top-echelon teams in league.” 

The Canucks’ earlier wins were against the Edmonton Oilers and 
surprising Seattle Kraken, so they’ve shown themselves capable of 
beating good opponents. But they’ve also shown an inability to maintain 
strong form. Their three-game heater matched a season high, but the 16-
16-3 Canucks are now 0-3 when trying to extend a winning streak to four 
games. 

They were only marginally better in Winnipeg than they were against the 
Jets two weeks ago when the Canucks were schooled 5-1 on home ice. 

They visit the Calgary Flames on Saturday. 

TOP GUNS 
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Even missing a lot of firepower from their lineup, the Jets’ best players 
still won the game. Mark Scheifele completed a hat trick into an empty 
net, and his pair of power-play goals were set up by Josh Morrissey and 
Kyle Connor. And Pierre-Luc Dubois scored the game-winning goal on a 
penalty shot at 15:42 of the second period after he was hooked on a 
breakaway by Canuck Ethan Bear. 

Andrei Kuzmenko had a goal and assist for the Canucks, but Bo Horvat, 
J.T. Miller and Elias Pettersson, after he intercepted Samberg’s pass to 
set up Kuzmenko 41 seconds into the game, were awfully quiet. 
Pettersson had five points in the win against Seattle, and Horvat followed 
with consecutive four-point nights against Edmonton and San Jose. 

Nobody expects that kind of individual production every night, but the 
best players usually decide games and Winnipeg’s were simply better 
than Vancouver’s. 

ONCE MORE WITH DELIA 

Minor-league callup Collin Delia obviously impressed Boudreau by 
beating the Oilers 5-2 last Friday because he started against the Jets 
ahead of Spencer Martin, who was rested and coming off one of his best 
games of the season on Tuesday against the Sharks. 

Martin had played in 10 straight games before being sat down for Delia in 
Edmonton, but it appears Boudreau may go with a goaltending tandem 
until someone seizes the crease before injured starter Thatcher Demko 
returns sometime in mid or late January. 

Delia certainly did nothing to yield playing time to Martin on Thursday, 
stopping 35 of 38 Winnipeg shots. He was beaten only by Winnipeg’s 
power play – Scheifele bounced a deflection past him and later scored 
with a post-and-in wrist shot through a screen – and on Dubois’ penalty 
shot, when the goalie guessed five-hole as the Jet shot stick side. 

It should be Martin’s turn on New Year’s Eve against the Flames. 

BAD MEMORIES 

Although the Canucks have been a better team the last six weeks then 
they were the first month of the season, there was a disconcerting 
familiarity to Thursday’s loss. After a solid first period, they almost 
stopped playing in the middle frame when the Jets outshot them 20-7. 
And when the Canucks finally cracked on Scheifele’s tying goal at 13:52, 
Vancouver surrendered two more quick ones. The three goals against 
Delia were clustered over a six-minute span. 

Needing a surge, down 3-1 in the third period, Vancouver was held to 
just six shots on net. The Canucks got within a goal when Conor Garland 
banked a rebound off the end boards off Winnipeg goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck to make it 3-2 with 6:49 remaining, but Vancouver never 
looked close to winning. 

J.T. BEING J.T. 

As he has done on occasion in the past, Miller pulled the goalie for 
Vancouver when he waved Delia to the bench in the final minute. 
Actually, Miller took the puck behind the Canuck goal and, exasperated 
that Delia was still crouched in the crease waiting for his team to get up 
ice, slammed his stick on top of the net to send the goalie scurrying with 
about 50 seconds remaining. 

It was comical, but also a bad look. And naturally, it got people talking on 
social media and about Miller’s leadership. But these are the emotions 
you get with J.T. Miller, the bad with good. Also, he was right: Delia 
should have already left for a sixth skater. 

WELCOME BACK 

After missing more than three months with a concussion, defenceman 
Travis Dermott finally played his first game of the season with the 
Canucks – and got caved in territorially. On a third pairing with Luke 
Schenn, Dermott posted a Corsi of just 14.8 per cent, and the Canucks 
were outshot 14-3 at even strength with him on the ice. Unfortunately, 
this is pretty much what coaches lie awake at night thinking about when 

they consider dropping a guy who hasn’t played an NHL game since last 
season into mid-season conditions. 

Still, Dermott should be a significant blue-line upgrade on Riley Stillman. 
And as long as Dermott wakes up Friday morning without any 
neurological complications, then Thursday’s ice time of 14:43 was a huge 
step forward for him. 
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TSN.CA / Bedard chasing goals record as Canada meets Austria 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Team Canada held a meeting at their hotel in Halifax on Thursday. Team 
Austria skated at Scotiabank Centre. 

With three goals against Germany, Connor Bedard is up to 12 in his 
World Junior career, which puts him just two behind Jordan Eberle for 
Canada's all-time record. Teammates are anticipating history in Halifax.  

"That'd be a pretty cool moment to be a part of and he has all the 
capabilities to do that tonight," said defenceman Brandt Clarke. "If I'm on 
the ice for a moment like that, that'd be cool and something to 
remember."  

"We all know that's [with]in his reach," said left winger Brennan Othmann. 
"We're going to do our best to get him that honour and when that time 
comes, he's going to like it and he's going to love it." 

Bedard is already rewriting the record book. Last December, he scored 
four goals against Austria to match the single-game record for Canada. 
On Wednesday, he tied the single game points mark with seven against 
Germany.  

"He was just in it every shift," observed Clarke. "He got up to four, five 
points, but he didn't put it into cruise control. He wanted more and that's 
the attitude that winners and superstar players like him have. It was 
pretty remarkable to see." 

Bedard, who produced three goals and four primary assists against 
Germany, shrugged off the accomplishment.  

"It's cool," the Regina Pats phenom said. "There's probably some pretty 
good names on that list [Dave Andreychuk, Brenden Morrow, Mike 
Cammalleri and Gabriel Bourque] so that's cool, but it's not a huge deal 
for me. It's good to get the win and I got a couple lucky ones. So, just one 
of those nights."  

"With him, it's a short memory and that was last night," said Othmann. 
"Today's a new day and he's going to have a better game, probably." 

How do you beat a seven-point game? 

"An eight-point game," Othmann said with a smile. "So, we'll see what 
happens." 

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Bedard closing in on Eberle's Canadian goals record at World Juniors 

With Connor Bedard now just two goals back of Jordan Eberle's 
Canadian record for most goals at a World Juniors, Bedard's teammates 
are hoping to help him make history this tournament, while Shane Wright 
jokes that he might text Kraken teammate Eberle to let him know Bedard 
is on his heels. 

--- 
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Seattle centre Shane Wright joked about reaching out to Eberle, who is 
his teammate on the Kraken.  

"I'll text him and say he's got a guy on his heels," Canada's captain 
quipped. "I was joking to [Bedard], he's got seven points this game and I 
think I have six combined all year. Yeah, just an unbelievable game. 
Pretty crazy what he's doing out there with some of the plays he was 
making." 

Wright has a goal and an assist in eight National Hockey League games 
this season. The fourth overall pick in July's draft believes Bedard would 
already be an impact player in the NHL.  

"He could probably put up a couple points a game in that league, too," 
Wright said.  

Clarke, who has played nine games with the Los Angeles Kings, agrees.    

"Definitely," he said with a laugh. "It's kind of crazy that we're saying that. 
He's still 17-years-old, but he'd be a top-six guy and star player right now. 
The shot he has. The way he thinks the game. The way he can get those 
shots off and the way he weaves through the neutral zone, you can't read 
that at all. I feel bad for some of these junior defencemen that have to go 
up against that." 

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

What impact could Bedard make in NHL right now? 

After putting on a show against Germany with a seven-point night, many 
wonder if potential first overall pick Connor Bedard could make an 
immediate impact in the NHL right now. Bedard's teammates explain how 
confident they are that he could despite being just 17 years old. 

--- 

Bedard draws designs on his stick blade each game.  

"I just randomly did it once this year," he explained. "Someone on my 
team told me it's something to do with puck marks and then I just started 
switching it every game. I just have fun with it. It's something to keep me 
loose and I just enjoy it." 

On Wednesday, he had smiley faces on the forehand side of his stick 
and frowns on the backhand side.  

"It was [Wright]'s idea to do smiley faces and I switched it up on the 
backhand," he said.  

Bedard scored two goals with the happy side and one with the sad side. 

    MVP chants for Bedard after he ties the Team Canada record for 
points in a #WorldJunior game!  🇨🇦 pic.twitter.com/NZgYSGYwhr 

    — BarDown (@BarDown) December 29, 2022 

--- 

Othmann serves as the net-front presence on Canada's top power-play 
unit.  

"That third goal of mine, he was the whole reason for that," Bedard said. 
"I kind of just sauced it to the net and the goalie couldn't see it. And then I 
kind of paid him back with smoking one off him. I'll probably get him 
something."    

This isn't the first time Bedard has drilled Othmann with a shot.  

"It's not really fun," Othmann said with a grin and a grimace. "You get 
stunned and hurt for a little bit. He's got an accurate shot, so I don't know 
if he’s meaning to hit me or not (smile). It's all good. I'm not mad at him. I 
was mad at the time, but I'm not mad now. It's all good."  

Othmann isn't so sure Bedard will make good on his offer of a gift.  

"Ah, I don't know," he said. "I doubt it. He's hit me three times already 
and he hasn't got me anything yet. That guy's cheap," the New York 
Rangers prospect said with a laugh. 

--- 

Canada changed its forward lines heading into Wednesday's game. 
Bedard is now slotting in beside fellow British Columbia native Logan 
Stankoven.  

"I've been a huge fan of his since I was a little kid," Bedard said. "He was 
always kind of the man in B.C. of that age group and I always kind of 
idolized him. Now, getting to watch him and be on his line and stuff, it's 
amazing. He works so hard and he's got all that skill." 

"It's pretty cool," said Stankoven, the captain of the Kamloops Blazers. "A 
top-end talent like that and saying he looked up to me growing up, it's 
pretty humbling...It's reverse[d] now. I'm the one looking up to him 
because he's an incredible player." 

Bedard and Stankoven also played together at the 2021 under-18 World 
Championship.  

Joshua Roy is the left winger on the line.  

"They made the game so easy for me with how they play," said Bedard. 
"It's so much fun to play with them."    

"We created some really good chemistry when we were able to get out 
there 5-on-5," Stankoven said.  

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Bedard is so young that current Canada linemate was a childhood idol 

When Connor Bedard was growing up, he says he looked up to current 
Team Canada line-mate Logan Stankoven who was one of the "big fish" 
in B.C. Bedard spoke about what it's like to play for him and Stankoven 
spoke about being "humbled" to hear such a thing. 

--- 

Bedard wasn't the only Canadian to score three goals on Wednesday, 
but there were no hats thrown on the ice when Dylan Guenther turned 
the trick later in the game.  

"I think some of the guys in the room after, they didn't know I had a hat 
trick either, so it's kind of funny," the sharpshooting winger said.  

"I knew," insisted Stankoven. "I thought maybe a few more hats should 
have been thrown out for him, because he's got a great shot and it was 
on display." 

Guenther took Bedard's spot alongside Wright and Othmann on 
Wednesday. That trio also played together at the 2021 under-18 World 
Championship.  

"Our line played well," Guenther said. "I would've liked to get one 5-on-5, 
but that's a step in the right direction for us. We're creating chances and 
we just got to keep playing the same way and just keep outworking the 
other team."  

---  

Ben Gaudreau, who allowed five goals on 17 shots before being pulled 
during the Boxing Day loss to Czechia, will get another shot on 
Thursday.  

"It wasn't the greatest game for Benny," said Othmann, "but I've known 
Benny for many years now and I know he'll bounce back tonight. He's an 
unbelievable goalie. I had 15 shots on him in one [OHL] game and 
couldn't get one by him. He's handled this situation really well. He's 
handled it like a pro." 

A big challenge for the Sarnia Sting goalie will be staying focused as 
Canada controls most of the possession. Thomas Milic dealt with the 
same issue on Wednesday against Germany.  

"I had to try my best to stay sharp mentally and physically throughout the 
game and I did a pretty good job of that," the Seattle Thunderbirds goalie 
said. "A lot of it is breathing or saying things in my head. Sometimes I'll 
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sing along to the songs that are playing in between whistles just to keep 
myself focused." 

Milic allowed two goals on 16 shots.  

"Even though the shot count total might not be there, there's some good 
Grade-A opportunities there," noted head coach Dennis Williams. "His 
rebound control was solid. I'm sure he probably wanted back that first 
one that leaked through him, but that's the way it goes sometimes. But 
after that he settled in and was calm. That was his first start in terms of 
the tournament. When you have a goalie playing like he was throughout 
it, it allowed our D to get a little bit more risky up ice and make some 
plays." 

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Canada Ice Chips: Pulled on Boxing Day, Gaudreau gets another chance 

After getting pulled against Czechia on Boxing Day, goaltender Ben 
Gaudreau will get another chance in the crease for Canada when they 
take on Austria. Mark Masters has the latest on the Canadian lineup from 
Halifax. 

--- 

Despite building a 9-1 lead through 40 minutes, Canada was determined 
not to take its foot off the gas against Germany.  

"We talked to our group about it being a 0-0 mindset," Williams said. "We 
don't play to a score ever. We play to the way we want to play in terms of 
our habits and our details." 

"When you get up like that, it's easy to cheat," Guenther told TSN's 
Kenzie Lalonde. "We played the right way in the third especially. I 
thought our tracking was the best in the third and that's a good sign." 

Not a good sign for the Austrians, who have been outscored 20-0 in their 
first two games of the tournament.  

"It's our job as a coaching staff is to give them confidence," said Austria 
head coach Kirk Furey. "When we go through some tough times, it's to 
build them back up and keep them motivated to keep going." 

Ottawa 67's forward Vinzenz Rohrer did his part to keep the group 
engaged during a blowout loss to Czechia on Tuesday.  

"He had a message for our group and it's something I've probably never 
seen before especially in a situation like that," Furey said. "He said to our 
group, 'We have a choice. We can go one way or the other. We can roll 
over and stop because it's tough or we can continue to push forward.' 
He's got the heart of a lion. He never quits. He does everything for the 
team. His energy is something that everybody can feed off of." 

What sparked the second-intermission speech?  

"Frustration," the Montreal Canadiens prospect said. "We really did not 
play a good game. Our goal is to focus on ourselves and not look at the 
score. I felt we were passengers and looking at the other team and 
floating around and that's not what we want to do. Maybe the other team 
is better skilled, but we still want to be active and do pressure and I didn't 
see that anymore. I tried to hold the group accountable." 

Austria held Czechia to just two goals in the third period.   

Rohrer, a third-round pick in July, is drawing from his NHL experience. 

"When you are at those camps, like in Montreal, you see there's so much 
more to the game than putting the puck in the net," he said. "So, just 
focus on a more well-rounded game." 

--- 

The World Juniors are a homecoming for Furey, who is from Glace Bay, 
N.S., but hasn't been home in five years.  

"As a young kid, like any Canadian, you're always sitting in front of the 
television watching the World Juniors," Furey said. "For me, personally, 

it's a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity because it's here in Nova Scotia but, 
more importantly, I'm really excited for the players. These kids don't get 
these opportunities very often. It's pretty special here in Halifax. The 
atmosphere these crowds bring is something these kids will never 
experience again. The crowds aren't the same in Europe. I'm looking 
forward to it, but trying to keep the kids not too overwhelmed." 

Thursday's media session was Furey's first ever scrum in front of 
cameras. The 46-year-old did his best to keep the focus on the game. 

"It is nice to see family and friends again, but you never want to get away 
from what you're here to do," Furey said. "You're here for the players. We 
want to stay up [and not get relegated], there's no doubt about it. It's 
about that process and the daily routine we have." 

    Canada covered the -6.5 in last night’s win over Germany   

    They’re back as 10-GOAL FAVOURITES against Austria tonight   

    Does Canada win by double-digits?  #WorldJuniors 
pic.twitter.com/M8MuekjtEg 

    — TSN EDGE (@TSN_Edge) December 29, 2022 

--- 

Canada's preliminary round schedule at the World Juniors:  

Monday Dec. 26 - 5-2 loss to Czechia  

Wednesday Dec. 28 - 11-2 win over Germany  

Thursday Dec. 29 - vs. Austria  

Saturday Dec. 31 - vs. Sweden 
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