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Mailbag #47: Ending The Year On A High Note 

Who are the team's All-Stars right now? Who is poised for a 
big second half? Do current win and point streaks bring 
nervousness? 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - If you're a believer in carrying positive 
momentum into the new year, then you're feeling great about 
the Carolina Hurricanes right now. 

Going into 2023 with a franchise record 10 consecutive wins 
and points in 16 straight games, the group's hard work has 
been paying off and their ascent up the league's standings 
has been spectacular. 

Who would have thought that after a 4-0 shutout at the 
hands of the Arizona Coyotes on the night before American 
Thanksgiving that we'd be here? 

Let's close out the year with some questions. 

(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

You have to pick the team All-Star. Who do you choose? - 
@SusanMo56266341 

Admittedly, I'm bad about thinking outside the box. I'm a very 
literal man and right now the choice is obvious. 

Andrei Svechnikov. 

Prior to the slate of games on December 31, his 19 goals 
have him ranked tied for 15th in the NHL. He's a young and 
blossoming star on a quality team that the league would be 
silly not to showcase. 

He's also only one of just five players in the NHL this season 
to have multiple hat tricks, and, plus, the organization has to 
have a participant in the accuracy shooting to go for a three-
peat, right? 

Outside of Svech, who do you think can also make a case to 
be named an All-Star this season? - @OneTrueZach 

There are two guys that come to mind. Jaccob Slavin and 
Pyotr Kochetkov. 

Unfortunately, as we know, everyone loves the glitz, 
glamour, and offensive statistics. But we in Raleigh know 
that the team has the best defensive defenseman in the 
game. Bar none. It would be nice to see him get more 
recognition, but that's out of our control. 

In regard to the rookie, it's similar to my logic above for 
Svechnikov. I don't think it will happen because he's only 
played 18 career NHL regular season games, but, as of this 
moment, he's second in the ENTIRE NHL in both goals 
against average (1.94) and save percentage (.928)!  

Plus, we have to be honest with ourselves, both Igor 
Shesterkin (NYR) and Ilya Sorokin (NYI) appear to be 
potential All-Star options for the Metropolitan Division in net 
for years to come. Shesterkin's numbers are a bit down and 
while Sorokin's save percentage is still excellent, his record 
is 13-11-1. Could we see the league gamble big and put the 
up-and-coming Kochetkov under the bright lights?  

He's already starting to grab league-wide attention after 
earning the Canes points in 14 of his 15 appearances this 
season and what if he too becomes a perennial All-Star? The 
league could put a little feather in their cap of their own if 
they ushered him in this year and then in a few years they 
could look back and say, "We knew he was going to be a 
special talent early in his career." 

Just my two cents. 

What player do you think is primed for a great second half of 
the season? - @JWS2253 / @Josh_Holdner98 

I wouldn't at all be surprised to see Teuvo Teravainen have a 
stellar stretch run. 

The bounces weren't going his way at the start of the year 
and then he got hurt, causing him to miss a good chunk of 
time. As we know, it takes a bit for players to get back into a 
groove after suffering an injury and I think we're starting to 
get there with #86. 

Odds are good that he'll remain working alongside Sebastian 
Aho, and whether it's Seth Jarvis, Max Pacioretty, or 
someone else as the third member to that line, I feel good 
about what February-April could bring for him. 

How does Rod keep the team's throttle down and keep 
momentum building? - @caseyskater 

Brilliant question. 

We've asked Rod a couple of times how he keeps the team 
motivated to work hard day in and day out, and he's always 
quick to credit the locker room's leadership. 

So, in turn, I went and asked Jordan Staal today, what 
makes Rod so good at ensuring his leadership group, and 
team, keeps the throttle down and keeps the momentum 
building. 

"It's the way Roddy lives his life. He wakes up in the 
morning, he gives it all he has and his work ethic makes it 
easy to follow as a group. Look at what he's done, what he's 
gone through, and all of the things he's done for this 
organization. He commands that respect and the guys don't 
see any holes in his character. He's an easy guy to follow." 

How beautifully spoken is that? 
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With a 10-game win streak and a 16-game point steak, could 
there be some nervousness about breaking any of those 
steaks? I can say that I'm a bit nervous whenever we play. - 
@MargaretHogan_ 

I'm with you, Margaret. I get nervous now too! But if you ask 
the guys, they couldn't care less about the streaks. It's just 
another day after another day and the next game is the next 
challenge. 

Here's what Antti Raanta had to say about it. 

"The mood has been the same the whole year and a half that 
I've been here. The guys are loud in here and cracking jokes 
before the game. You can just feel that confidence. We know 
that when we're playing our game we are tough to beat. We 
just go out there and do our best." 

That's hard to argue with. 

Where is Freddie? - @TraderMiz 

Frederik Andersen has been practicing with the team since 
December 8. For those unaware, he suffered a lower-body 
injury in early November. 

Rod Brind'Amour said on December 19 that the team is just 
waiting on Freddie to say that he's 100% and ready to go. 
Brind'Amour has also said that the team won't play him until 
he is 100%. 

Why would they, right? 

Antti Raanta's now won his last six decisions and you've got 
a legitimate Calder Trophy candidate rotating as his 
counterpart. There's no rush. 

As far as what happens when Andersen does come back? 
That remains the million dollar question. I don't want to 
speculate on what could happen, so instead we wait to cross 
that bridge until it does happen. As Brind'Amour as said 
several times since the injury, there is no decision to make 
until Freddie is 100%. 

(P.S. - Information on all injured players that are expected to 
return this season is updated daily and can be found within 
every game preview!) 

Is there going to be an Alumni Game this season? - 
@The_Number_90 

Stay tuned! Wink, wink.

 

Preview: January 1 at New Jersey 

Canes will try to pick up an 11th straight win and at least one 
point for a 17th consecutive game 

By Walt Ruff 

NEWARK, NJ. - The Carolina Hurricanes will try to carry the 
success they ended 2022 with into 2023, as they go for an 
11th consecutive victory on Sunday against the New Jersey 
Devils. 

When: Sunday, January 1 

Puck Drop: 3 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 

Listen: WRAL News+ (99.3 and 96.5 FM), 
Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes App 

Canes Record: 24-6-6 (54 Points, 1st, Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-0 Win over the Florida Panthers on 
Friday, December 30 

Devils Record: 23-11-2 (48 Points, 2nd, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Devils Last Game: 4-2 Win over the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Friday, December 30 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Tuesday, December 20: The Canes took over first 
in the Metro with a commanding 4-1 win at PNC 
Arena. 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: Antti Raanta and the Canes posted a second 
consecutive shutout on Friday night, blanking the Panthers 
by a score of 4-0. Rod Brind'Amour's squad scored three 

power play goals and controlled almost the majority of the 
contest, holding Florida to just 19 shots over 60 minutes. 

Points In 16 In A Row: Friday's victory improved Carolina's 
point streak to a franchise record 16 games in a row. Dating 
back to Friday, November 25, the team has gone 14-0-2. 
The streak is now the longest by any team in the NHL this 
season. 

10 Straight Wins: With a win over Florida, the Canes now 
have 10 in a row dating back to 12/10 on Long Island. It is 
the first time in team history that the team has moved a 
winning streak to double-digits. The team has scored 36 
goals since the run began and allowed just 17, both ranking 
second in the league in their respective categories. 

Road Warriors: Playing their first road game of the calendar 
year, the Canes also have at least one point in their last 11 
road games. They are 7-0-4 dating back to November 14, 
the second-longest streak in franchise history. The current 
run only trails the streak of points in 12 consecutive road 
games from 2004. 

Brick Walls: Friday night's shutout of Florida was the fourth 
clean sheet in the month of December for the Canes. After 
Pyotr Kochetkov had two of his own in back-to-back games 
(12/10 -12/13), the Canes became just the third team in NHL 
history to have two goaltenders post consecutive shutouts in 
a team's first 36 games of the season. It was just the second 
time in Raanta's career he's had back-to-back perfect games 
and he now has a shutout streak of 127:35. 

Can't Go Wrong: Antti Raanta is now 6-0-0 in his last six 
decisions and has started four consecutive games for 
Carolina. Despite Kochetkov's impressive 10-1-4 record and 
being second in the NHL in both goals against average and 
save percentage, Rod Brind'Amour said on December 23 
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that Kochetkov wasn't 100%, hence the decision to stick with 
Raanta. Kochetkov has participated in each practice and 
morning skate during Raanta's run, but with the veteran 
playing as well as he has, there's no wrong answer on who 
the Canes could go with in net. 

On The Other Side: After getting off to a 19-4 start, the 
Devils have gone 4-7-2 since the start of December. They've 
averaged just 2.54 goals per game through the eight 
contests, 27th out of 32 teams for the month. 2019 first 
overall pick Jack Hughes has been a bright spot for the team 
as he continues to take his game to new heights, totaling 41 
points in 36 games. Former Hurricane Dougie Hamilton 
leads the team's defense in scoring with 30 points in 36 
contests and Brendan Smith has three points in the last five 
games. 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. He has recently taken 
part in team practices and morning skates in a no-
contact jersey, but there is no current timetable for 
his return. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-
body injury on November 6. He has been practicing 
with the team since December 8, but there is 
currently no timetable for his return. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty suffered a torn Achilles 
tendon in August. He has been skating for over a 
month now and just this week graduated from the 
no-contact sweater he had been working in. 
Originally expected to return in February, Rod 
Brind'Amour said on Thursday that it is possible 
Pacioretty joins the lineup within the next 10 games. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
white jerseys with red helmets. 

Radio Programming Note: Due to a scheduling conflict, 
today's game will be aired on WRAL News+ on Radio. The 
station can be found locally at 99.3 and 96.5 FM. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes are scheduled to practice in New York City on 
Monday before then taking on the Rangers Tuesday.

 

 

 

Hurricanes bring win streak into matchup with the Devils 

Carolina Hurricanes (23-6-6, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. New Jersey Devils (23-11-2, second in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

Newark, New Jersey; Sunday, 3 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes will try to keep their 
10-game win streak alive when they visit the New Jersey 
Devils. 

New Jersey has a 6-5-1 record in Metropolitan Division 
games and a 23-11-2 record overall. The Devils rank 
seventh in NHL play with 120 total goals (averaging 3.3 per 
game). 

Carolina is 9-1-0 against the Metropolitan Division and 23-6-
6 overall. The Hurricanes have an 8-1-0 record in games 
they score one or more power-play goals. 

Sunday’s game is the second time these teams square off 
this season. The Hurricanes won the previous meeting 4-1. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Nico Hischier has scored 15 goals 
with 18 assists for the Devils. Jack Hughes has seven goals 
and three assists over the past 10 games. 

Andrei Svechnikov has 18 goals and 13 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Brent Burns has seven assists over the past 10 
games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Devils: 2-7-1, averaging 2.4 goals, 4.1 
assists, 3.9 penalties and 11.3 penalty minutes while giving 
up 3.1 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 10-0-0, averaging 3.6 goals, 6.1 assists, four 
penalties and eight penalty minutes while giving up 1.7 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Devils: Ondrej Palat: out (groin), John Marino: out 
(upper body), Jonathan Bernier: out (hip), Ryan Graves: out 
(lower body), Nathan Bastian: out (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Max Pacioretty: out (achilles).
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Five Bold NHL Predictions for 2023 

Adam Proteau is back with five more bold NHL predictions 
as the calendar turns to 2023. Hint: It involves a team 
winning a playoff round and some big trades. 

By Adam Proteau 

It’s that time of year again – time to start a new year, and 
have some fun with predictions for the next 12 months. 
These are honest-to-goodness educated guesses as to what 
we see taking place in 2023:  

1. Blues Trade Tarasenko, Embark On Major Rebuild 

Some – this writer included – thought the Blues would be a 
force to reckon with in the Western Conference. Instead, 
they’ve lost more than they’ve won (17-16-3), and they’re 
closer in the Central Division standings to seventh place (six 
points ahead of Arizona) than they are to second-place 
Winnipeg (eight points ahead of St. Louis). Blues GM Doug 
Armstrong has some key decisions to be made about his 
veteran roster, including soon-to-be unrestricted free agent 
forwards Vladimir Tarasenko and Ryan O’Reilly. The 
prediction is Armstrong will trade them, in separate 
transactions, but he’ll get the process started by moving 
Tarasenko, who will deliver more on offense than O’Reilly.  

As per Cap Friendly, St. Louis has only $13.60 million in 
salary cap space for 2023-24, and they’ve only got 12 
players under contract next year. It will be next to impossible 
for Armstrong to bring back both O’Reilly and Tarasenko, 
and Armstrong has never been afraid to make blockbuster 
moves. Tarasenko will fetch the Blues a first-round draft pick 
and an elite prospect, which is why they must move him. For 
their chances at success in the future, they can’t center 
around a pair of 31-year-olds next summer. It’s time for big 
deals in Missouri.  

2. Carolina Hurricanes Beat Colorado Avalanche in Stanley 
Cup Final 

We said it in our pre-season predictions this year – the 
Carolina Hurricanes are our pick to win the Stanley Cup. And 
it’s as good a time as any to repeat that prediction, what with 
the Canes currently on a 10-game win streak and winners of 
14 of their past 15 games. They also haven’t lost in 
regulation time since Nov. 23 and have gone 14-0-2 in that 
span.  

And just think – the Hurricanes still aren’t at full strength, and 
they’re going to get a huge boost when star forward Max 
Pacioretty returns to action for the first time this season. This 
team has speed, skill and depth to spare, and they’re also 
one of the league’s best-coached groups.  

The Avs are probably going to add talent on the trade market 
to give them monstrous talent on offense, and they well 

could outlast every other team in the West to get back to the 
Cup final for the second straight season.  

But Carolina has just as much firepower, a beast on defense 
in first-year Hurricane Brent Burns, and lots of options in net. 
They should be favored against every Eastern Conference 
team not named Boston, and they should have enough 
balance and determination to win the second Cup in team 
history.  

3. Anaheim Wins Connor Bedard Sweepstakes as California 
Hockey Gets Really Good Again 

After the Columbus Blue Jackets beat the Chicago 
Blackhawks on New Year’s Eve, the Anaheim Ducks have 
the league’s second-worst record (10-23-4). Only talent-
challenged Chicago (8-23-4, with two games in hand on the 
Ducks) are below them in the standings. And Ducks GM Pat 
Verbeek hasn’t even begun the fire sale for veteran 
talent that many have seen coming since the summer. It’s 
hard to imagine Anaheim being worse, but that doesn’t mean 
they’re incapable of being the NHL’s worst team.  

We still think Chicago or Arizona (or both) will wind up with 
the worst records in the game, but we’ve got a hunch their 
dependence on the draft won’t result in them winning the 
draft lottery. Instead, with the third-best odds of picking 
generational talent Connor Bedard, the Ducks will beat the 
odds and land the first-overall pick. And that will mean many 
sleepless nights for East Coast hockey fans who want to see 
how quickly Bedard adapts to the planet’s best league and 
turns the Ducks into must-see TV.  

With an on-the-rise Los Angeles Kings team and a rebuilding 
San Jose Sharks organization, the good fortune of the Ducks 
will make California hockey a hotbed once again.  

4. Maple Leafs Beat Lightning in First Round of 2023 
Playoffs, Lose to Boston In Second Round 

Toronto has been under the gun to win its first playoff round 
since the 2004 post-season, and this is the year they’ll finally 
exorcise their playoff demons by beating the defending 
Eastern Conference-champion Tampa Bay Lightning in the 
opening round. 

All those feelings of relief and joy from Leafs fans will be 
short-lived, as the Atlantic Division regular-season champion, 
the Boston Bruins, will eliminate Toronto in Round 2.  

The bittersweetness of their post-season will lead to a 
contract extension for GM Kyle Dubas and calls for the Leafs 
to move away from their core four group of forwards and 
make notable alterations to their roster.  

Clearly, superstars Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner 
aren’t going anywhere, and captain John Tavares has a full 
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no-trade clause in his contract, making star winger (and UFA 
in 2024) William Nylander most likely to be moved. We’re not 
saying this would be the right move, but the pressure on 
Dubas will be enormous. If Toronto gets its hats handed to 
them by a familiar foe in Boston, some people will demand a 
different look for them.  

5. Philly Finishes Seventh In Metro Division, Fires GM Chuck 
Fletcher, Dares Tortorella to Continue Coaching Team as 
Full Rebuild Begins  

Through 36 games, the Flyers are the NHL’s fifth-worst team 
(12-17-7). They’re another sad-sack team that likely will be 
worse after they trade away veterans such as winger James 
van Riemsdyk and defenseman Tony DeAngelo.  

Another cratered season will spell the end of the line for GM 
Chuck Fletcher, who has been on the job in Philadelphia for 

more than four years and who has brought diminishing 
returns from year to year.  

Philly’s new GM – his name rhymes with Daniel Briere, 
because we’re talking about Daniel Briere – will ask 
ownership for the patience to endure a full rebuild, and he’ll 
get it. Flyers fans will tolerate a few more seasons of misery 
if it means acquiring elite young talent to build a new core 
around.  

The alternative – trying to come up with patchwork solutions 
that impact only the short term – might be the preferred 
choice of coach John Tortorella, but that’s not what’s best for 
the organization. And if Tortorella doesn’t want to be behind 
Philadelphia’s bench for the remainder of his contract, he 
should be welcome to move on as well. No more half-
measures for this franchise.

 

 

 

About Last Night: The Hurricanes Are A Wagon 

Now winners of ten consecutive games, the Hurricanes are a 
certified, card-carrying wagon of a hockey team. 

By Brett Finger  

There’s firing on all cylinders, and then there’s what the 
Carolina Hurricanes did last night against the Florida 
Panthers. 

Four different goal-scorers, a suffocating team defensive 
effort, and another Antii Raanta shutout led the way for the 
Hurricanes in their tenth consecutive win. It’s the first time in 
franchise history that the team has rattled off double-digit 
wins without losing, and they’re the second team in the NHL 
to do it this season. 

Their 4-0 shutout over Florida clinched a 12-0-1 month of 
December. They have points in 16 straight games. They 
have one regulation loss in their last 21 games. 

Let’s talk about last night. 

A Special Team 

Last night was a sight for sore eyes as the Hurricanes’ power 
play capitalized on three of their five opportunities. It’s the 
first time this season that the Canes have scored three 
power-play goals in a game. 

The last time the Hurricanes got three PPGs in a game was 
exactly one year prior, on December 30, 2021, against the 
Montreal Canadiens. That, too, was a 4-0 shutout win on 
home ice. 

The power play scored each of the team’s first three goals of 
the night (also the fourth one, from a certain point of view). 
That started at 7:05 of the first period. Sebastian Aho doesn’t 
usually get to hang out near the blue line and walk into a 

shot on the power play, but he was able to step into a 
hesitation wrist shot that beat Spencer Knight through the 
five-hole, hit the post, and bounced right to the stick of 
Stefan Noesen. 

Noesen’s goal was his eighth of the season and his fifth in 
eight games. 

In the first period, the power play helped the Hurricanes take 
advantage of an overall dominant 20 minutes of hockey. In 
the second period, it bailed them out of a weaker stretch of 
5-on-5 hockey. 

Andrei Svechnikov picked his spot on Knight with his power-
play snipe at 4:58 of the second. Seven minutes later, Teuvo 
Teravainen scored just the third goal of his injury-hampered 
season off of an accidentally-on-purpose drop pass from 
Seth Jarvis. 

The first unit accounted for two power-play goals. The 
second unit accounted for just one official power-play 
marker, but Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s snipe five seconds after the 
expiration of a third-period power-play served the very same 
purpose and was the dagger in a 4-0 win. 

Somehow, that was Kotkaniemi’s first multi-point game of the 
2022-23 season and his first since a three-point game in the 
final game of the last regular season. Jarvis’ two-assist night 
continued a solid offensive stretch for the second-year 
winger. He has points in 11 of his last 16 games. 

The Hurricanes also went a sterling six-for-six on the penalty 
kill, effectively keeping high-end scorers like Alexander 
Barkov and Matthew Tkachuk at bay and off the scoresheet. 
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Bookend Dominance 

Carolina’s power play found success from start to finish, but 
at 5-on-5, they were at their most dominant in the first and 
third periods. 

The Hurricanes outshot the Panthers 23-8 in the first and 
final frames, combined, and produced nine high-danger shot 
attempts to Florida’s four. 

The win was a fun reminder of what a good power play can 
do for you on any given night. Their ability to score early and 
often on the man advantage made matters much less 
stressful at 5-on-5 and allowed them to comfortably stick to 
their game. 

The result was a totally suffocating team defensive effort and 
constant puck possession in the offensive zone. When the 
Hurricanes are at their best, that’s how they look at 5-on-5. 
Last night, they finally got the special teams offense to 
support their play, and the game was never really 
competitive. 

Back on November 9, the first meeting of the season 
between the two clubs, it was Florida that got a shutout win 
on their home ice. The result put the Panthers at 8-5-1 and 
the Hurricanes at 8-4-1. Since then, the Panthers have gone 
8-11-5. The Hurricanes are 16-2-5 over that same stretch. 

Two teams that seemed as evenly matched as conceivably 
possible last season, the Hurricanes and Panthers, are now 
trending in two very different directions. 

Raanting And Raving 

Antii Raanta started just four times over the course of a full 
month in November and early December. He’s now started 
four straight games for the Hurricanes, and now he’s 
recorded back-to-back shutouts for the first time since the 
2016-17 season. 

An early collision involving Raanta sent a streak of anxiety 
down Carolina’s spines, but the oft-injured veteran goalie 
slowly got to his feet and stayed in the game. The team 
played an outstanding game in front of him, but he made a 
handful of challenging saves, especially in Florida’s active 
second period. 

The Hurricanes have gotten back-to-back shutouts from two 
different goals over the last two weeks. It’s a remarkable stat, 
one that speaks volumes about the team’s 5-on-5 defense 
and surging penalty kill. Of course, Raanta and Pyotr 
Kochetkov also deserve credit for how they’ve found ways to 
win games. Not every night has been pretty in the Carolina 
net, but it’s been consistently good enough.  

Recently, it’s been much more than that. 

From top to bottom, this team is playing incredible hockey. 
This level of dominance is rarely achieved at this level, and 
the Hurricanes seem content with keeping this train going for 
as long as they can.
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Carolina Hurricanes at New Jersey Devils: Game Preview 

Happy New Year, Caniacs! 

By Alec_Sawyer 

Carolina Hurricanes (24-6-6) at New Jersey Devils (23-11-2) 

2022-23 Regular Season — Game 37 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 — 3:00 pm ET 
Prudential Center — Newark, NJ 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: All About The Jersey 

As the calendar turns from 2022 to 2023, the Carolina 
Hurricanes will look to carry the avalanche of momentum it 
built up at the end of last year into this one.  

To recap, here’s how the Canes ended 2022: 

 A 16-game point streak, a franchise record.  

 A 10-game win streak, also a franchise record.  

 A nearly flawless month of December, going 12-0-1.  

 With 54 points, a six-point lead in the Metro, and the 
second most in the entire NHL.  

Now to start 2023, the Hurricanes will head to New Jersey to 
take on a Devils team that was dethroned atop the Metro just 
a couple of weeks ago. The Canes will look to make it 11 
straight wins and 17 straight games with points.  

The Devils, who held the Metro lead for most of the year until 
that meeting in Raleigh on Dec. 20, suddenly find 
themselves six points behind the Canes in the standings. 
The schedule at the end of December wasn’t friendly to New 

Jersey, with the game against Carolina, two against Boston 
and one against Florida in the final two weeks of the year. 
They did end 2022 with a win over Pittsburgh, though. 

Game Notes 

 The Canes obviously have the longest win and 
point streaks in franchise history, but they’re going 
for another mark on Sunday. With a win in New 
Jersey, the Canes would tie their franchise record 
road point streak at 12 games.  

 Antti Raanta had his second straight shutout Friday 
against Florida, a feat Pyotr Kochetkov also 
managed earlier in the season. With that, Carolina 
is just the eighth team in NHL history and first since 
2015-16 to have two different goaltenders post 
shutouts in back-to-back team games in the same 
season.  

 Sunday’s game will be Carolina’s eighth New Year’s 
Day game and fifth since relocation. The franchise 
is 4-1-1-1 on New Year’s Day, with wins the last 
three times (2022, 2011 and 2000).  

 Sebastian Aho is currently tied on the franchise 
assist leaderboards with Ron Francis (236). Only 
Eric Staal (453) and Rod Brind’Amour (299) are 
ahead now.  

 Martin Necas, Brett Pesce and Brent Burns are the 
three Canes that carry point streaks into the new 
year, with Necas’ four-game point streak the team 
high.
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Wolves Drop 6-2 Decision to IceHogs 

The Chicago Wolves wrapped up 2022 with a 6-2 loss to the 
Rockford IceHogs on Saturday at BMO Center in Rockford. 

Malte Stromwall had two goals for the Wolves but Rockford 
rolled to defeat the defending Calder Cup champions for the 
second time in two days. 

Alec Regula (goal, two assists) and Luke Philp (four assists) 
led the way offensively for the IceHogs in the seventh 
meeting of the season between the Central Division rivals. 

Late in the opening period, the Wolves were awarded a five-
minute power play when Rockford’s Adam Clendening was 
given a boarding major and game misconduct for an illegal 
hit on Stelio Mattheos and Stromwall cashed in less than a 
minute into the man advantage. 

Teammate Jack Drury carried the puck deep into the 
offensive zone, drew two IceHogs defenders and then put a 
pass on the tape of Stromwall who then wired a shot from 
the high slot past IceHogs goaltender Mitchell Weeks to the 
glove side. 

Drury and Max Lajoie earned assists on Stromwall’s sixth 
goal of the season as the Swede became the Wolves’ 
leading scorer with 21 points. 

After killing off more than four minutes of the major penalty to 
start the second period, the IceHogs used the momentum to 
turn the game around. Cooper Zech, Roos, Brett Seney and 
Cole Guttman each scored to give Rockford a 4-1 advantage 
heading into the third. 

Rockford kept coming in the third with Regula and Buddy 
Robinson scoring to increase the lead to 6-1. 

Stromwall capped the scoring with just over a minute 
remaining when he wheeled around the Rockford goal and 
snapped a wrist shot into the back of the net. 

Cale Morris (15 saves) suffered the loss in goal for the 
Wolves while Weeks (19 saves) earned the win for the 
IceHogs. 

The Wolves fell to 10-15-3-1 on the season while Rockford 
improved to 18-10-1-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will host the Iowa Wild on Tuesday at 
Allstate Arena (7 p.m.; AHLTV). 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-47-ending-the-year-on-a-high-note/c-339343498 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-january-1-versus-new-jersey/c-339342894 
https://apnews.com/article/sports-new-jersey-devils-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-hockey-6381ef5be0fa4e9aac9deaf8110d2ad6 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/five-bold-nhl-predictions-for-2023 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/31/23533430/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-wagon-panthers-kotkaniemi-svechnikov-raanta-jarvis-

noesen-nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/1/23534275/carolina-hurricanes-at-new-jersey-devils-game-preview 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/12/31/wolves-drop-6-2-decision-to-icehogs/ 
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Devils’ Lindy Ruff ‘not happy with moral victories,’ hopes to squash 
miserable December with strong 2023 start 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | 5-6 minutes 31/12/2022 

 

The Devils did not nab their 23rd victory of the 2021-22 season until the 
63rd game on March 22, 2022. 

That game, a 7-4 beatdown of the Rangers in front of a split Prudential 
Center crowd, improved their record to a pathetic 23-35-5 and forced 
coach Lindy Ruff to make an optimistic statement afterward. 

“We have to treat this like our playoffs to evaluate where we can be as an 
offensive group,” Ruff said. “Tonight we stressed our transition game. 
Sometimes the puck doesn’t come to you. Tonight it came right to us.” 

What a difference nine months can make. 

In their final game of 2022 on Friday, the Devils lifted their record to 23-
11-2 after a gritty 4-2 victory over the Penguins in Pittsburgh. They went 
through growing pains in December – their 4-7-2 record in the month was 
among the league’s worst – but are in a much better position at 23 wins 
this season than last season. For the first time since the 2017-18 season, 
the Devils can finally focus on winning meaningful games. 

They seem opposed to “moral victories,” too. 

Even with their analytic success this season – first in the NHL in 
expected goals percentage (57.4%) and second in Corsi percentage 
(55.55%) – Ruff wants his team to avoid these numbers and focus on 
burying their high-percentage chances. 

“We talked yesterday about not being happy with moral victories,” Ruff 
said on Friday. “If you look at the number of opportunities, you look at the 
analytics and you look at everything, you should win a game. But if you 
don’t take advantage of your good opportunities and any type of tough 
play or mistake can cost you a game.” 

WATCH EVERY DEVILS GAME IN 2022-23 HERE: DirecTV Stream, 
fuboTV 

The players recognize this. Even when their winning streak was at its 
peak, New Jersey’s locker room leaders tried to hold their young players 
responsible to keep momentum in their favor. There was a huge dip in 
advanced production – the Devils saw a 5.1% decrease in expected 
goals percentage and a 23-goal decrease in goals scored from 
November to December – but players believe their win over the 
Penguins, in which they killed nine penalties, can be the jolt they need 
before the new year. 

“We definitely earned it,” said defenseman Damon Severson. “These are 
games we can look on and say, ‘we got it done against a good, veteran 
team who was all over us in power play and penalty kill.’” 

Severson, the longest tenured Devil, went on to say that things won’t “get 
any easier” for them as they enter 2023. The Devils begin the year with 
matchups against the Hurricanes – twice in 10 days – and the Red 
Wings, Blues and Rangers. The 28-year-old defenseman said a cliche’d 
“game by game” approach is needed to combat the tough schedule. 

“It’s hard hockey,” Severson said. “The NHL is a good league and as 
teams get in grooves and the rhythms of post-Christmas here and back 
into the swing of things – we’re almost halfway into our season now – so 
we’re just looking to win every game. Game by game. That’s obviously 
not going to happen, but we’re going to try to keep going on some longer 
winning streaks and that’s how we go ahead and stay ahead.” 

Devils captain Nico Hischier, who has 33 points in 35 games, said the 
Devils must fix their smaller in-game details before thinking about a 
playoff push. Against Pittsburgh, for example, Devils star Jack Hughes 
scored almost five minutes after Dougie Hamilton’s second period score 
was called back for goalie interference. 

Responses like that are necessary for a strong second half. 

“We talked about that,” Hischier said. “The shift after a goal matters. We 
can’t let our hat sink and feel sorry about ourselves, pointing fingers and 
‘what happened?’ There’s lots of hockey left. They tried their best too… 
That’s important. We’ve got to keep learning.” 

MORE DEVILS: 

-How Devils’ Lindy Ruff went from the hot seat to a coach sparking 
postseason dreams: ‘He really needs an apology’ 

-’That hit still haunts me’: 2012 Devils reflect on Stanley Cup misery 10 
years later 

-’I don’t regret one bit of it’: Martin Brodeur finally talks about his Devils 
grudge and forgiveness, that brief Blues stint and his GM dreams 
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Devils’ Nico Hischier, star players (finally) step up in key win over 
Penguins 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | 4-6 minutes 31/12/2022 

 

Nico Hischier doesn’t like to think in hypotheticals. But he couldn’t help 
himself after the Devils’ most recent dramatic win. 

Needing a victory against the Penguins at PPG Paints Arena on Friday, 
Hischier raced down the ice in the second period – his father, Rino, 
watching from the stands – and fired a shot from the right side face-off 
circle past Pittsburgh goalie Tristan Jarry to give his team a 3-2 lead. 

Jack Hughes’ empty-net goal one period later gave New Jersey the 4-2 
win and lifted their season point total to 48. The Devils lost eight of their 
previous nine games entering the night, so Hischier was proud – and 
very relieved – to finally etch his team’s 23rd victory. 
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“We worked really hard for that win,” he said. “That would have been a 
really tough one if we somehow lost that game. We just battled as hard 
as we could, came back twice and that’s definitely a character win.” 

Yes, the win was huge for the Devils – it gave them a three-point cushion 
over the Washington Capitals in the Metropolitan Division – but it was 
equally as important for Hischier. The 23-year-old captain has struggled 
in New Jersey’s cold month. Entering Friday, he had seven points (four 
goals and three assists) since December began, despite posting a team-
leading 25 high danger chances and 42 scoring chances. 

Hischier’s goal, 15 face-off wins, 23:13 minutes of ice time and 
persistence during Erika Haula’s four-minute penalty kill helped lift his 
team to victory over their division foes – which made coach Lindy Ruff 
grin after the game. 

“There’s always ups and downs,” Ruff said. “We’ve seen great stretches 
by Nico. I thought, again, with a game where even with Haula in the box 
for the four-minute minor, we had to load up on him penalty-killing wise. 
He gave us everything he had and scored a big goal.” 

Hischier wasn’t the only one who showed out. The Devils finally got 
production from their “top guys” against Pittsburgh. Hughes and Dougie 
Hamilton both added two points – which needs to happen if the Devils 
want to re-spark a hot month in January. 

During their nearly month-long 13-game winning streak in November, 
New Jersey’s top point scorers were Hughes (18), Hischier (16), Jesper 
Bratt (15) and Hamilton (11). This remains the case in December, but 
their numbers have taken a steep decline. 

Hughes and Hamilton still played well – they have a combined 29 points 
– but it’s no surprise that, as soon as Ruff saw streaky play from Hischier 
(eight points) and Bratt (eight points), his team started to plunge. 

“It was a really good effort by our top guys,” Ruff said. “When you start 
winning hockey games, your top guys are the guys that pull you through.” 

After the game, Hischier was happy that his team finally finished on 
strong opportunities. The Devils have had brutal puck luck this month – 
33 goals, despite a 43.59 expected goals rate – so Friday was a nice 
change of pace from their usual fortunes. 

Hischier hopes his team nets more goals like Hamilton’s second period 
score – a well-crafted goal built from crisp passing and execution in New 
Jersey’s offensive zone. 

“I feel more (that) Dougie’s goal was those kinds of goals we have to get 
back more into,” Hischier said. “Bounces on our stick, make a play, 
empty net goal. That was a really nice play from (Siegenthaler) and then 
(Dawson) Mercer, over to Dougie… If you work hard, you’ll get those 
bounces.” 

MORE DEVILS: 

-How Devils’ Lindy Ruff went from the hot seat to a coach sparking 
postseason dreams: ‘He really needs an apology’ 

-’That hit still haunts me’: 2012 Devils reflect on Stanley Cup misery 10 
years later 

-’I don’t regret one bit of it’: Martin Brodeur finally talks about his Devils 
grudge and forgiveness, that brief Blues stint and his GM dreams 
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Alexis Lafreniere back in Rangers lineup after one-game scratch 

 

Larry Brooks3-4 minutes 01/01/2023 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — The Rangers’ Vitali Kravtsov-Filip Chytil-Julien 
Gauthier line generated a passel of scoring chances while recording a 
68.60 expected goals for rate in its first test-drive, Thursday in Tampa, 
Fla. 

But the unit will not be intact for 2023 calendar-year opener on Sunday 
against the Panthers. When the Blueshirts completed their practice on 
Saturday, head coach Gerard Gallant explained why. 

“In my mind I’ve got my perfect lineup if everybody’s healthy and playing 
good and that’s not part of that,” he said. “Laffy is part of that.” 

“Laffy,” of course, is Alexis Lafreniere, who has been reinstated to the 
lineup after watching the 2-1 shootout loss to the Lightning in street 
clothes as a healthy scratch. He will skate on a line with Chytil and 
Jimmy Vesey. It will mark the 16th game in which Lafreniere will line up 
with Chytil, though it will be the first time that particular group will form a 
unit. 

Rangers 

Alexis Lafreniere 

“It’s part of building a young man,” Gallant said of the thought process 
surrounding the one-game timeout that was applied to Lafreniere, the 
2020 first-overall pick. “He’s 21 years old, he’s played parts of three 
years in the league — obviously with COVID, so not really — but it’s part 
of the game. 

Read the expert take on the Blueshirts 

Sign up for Larry Brooks' Inside the Rangers, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

“[Kaapo] Kakko has sat out games before. People sit out games. It’s not 
a big deal. Sometimes the kid sitting might come back and say, ‘I’ll play 
real well.’ We’ll see what happens.” 

Lafreniere hasn’t scored a goal since Dec. 7 at Vegas, notching four 
assists in eight games since. He has 17 points (5-12) in 36 games, with 
16 points at even-strength (5-11) and one (0-1) on the power play. 

“Maybe [Lafreniere] will say it’s a wake-up call. He can say what he 
wants and that’s fine,” Gallant said. “I didn’t like the way he played last 
game [against Washington], the three or four games prior to that weren’t 
great either, they were OK but not great. 

“We want him to be more consistent and play better. He wants the same 
thing. He’s a good kid, we like him — it’s not like we don’t like the kid. 
There are lessons learned. 

“I was fortunate enough to play pro hockey and I got sat out of some 
games, too. Shake it off.” 

The Panthers, last season’s Presidents’ Trophy winners with 122 points 
(58-18-6), are sixth in the race for an Eastern Conference wild-card spot, 
with 36 points at 16-17-4. They are eight points behind the Islanders and 
Rangers for the second wild-card slot, with each team having played 37 
games. The 2014-15 Bruins are the last reigning Presidents’ Trophy 
winner to miss the playoffs. 

Igor Shesterkin is expected to make his NHL-leading 29th start in goal on 
Sunday. Jaroslav Halak, with nine starts, last got the assignment in 
Philadelphia on Dec. 17. That marks his only start since Nov. 30, a 
stretch of 11 games, going on 12. 
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Rangers need to lock up Jimmy Vesey for an extension 

 

Larry Brooks4-5 minutes 01/01/2023 
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SUNRISE, Fla. — Sunday marks the day NHL general managers can 
begin negotiating extensions for players operating on a one-year 
contract. 

This is the time, then, for Rangers general manager Chris Drury to be 
proactive and lock up Jimmy Vesey for 2023-24, after he has exceeded 
expectations by leaps and bounds on the one-year, $750,000 deal he 
signed when making the team off a training camp professional tryout. 

“I don’t think it’s in my personality for me to approach them about another 
deal, but it would be great to have something in place,” said the 29-year-
old, who has gone through the last two summers soliciting tryout offers, 
first getting one from the Devils. 

“Pardon my cursing, but it was so [effing] stressful day after day waiting 
for an update on where I stood. It got to the point where I thought about 
looking at my options overseas. 

“But I’m not going to focus on contract stuff. If it happens, it happens. But 
I think I’ve played well enough that I wouldn’t have to be in that same 
situation next summer.” 

Jimmy Vesey #26 of the New York Rangers skates against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins at PPG PAINTS Arena on December 20, 2022 in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Jimmy Vesey has earned his place within the Rangers this season. 

Vesey competed for, and earned, the fourth-line spot with penalty killing 
duties, which he held last season for the Devils, and which deadline 
acquisition Tyler Motte held for the Rangers before his departure as a 
free agent. 

But a funny thing happened to Vesey on his way to filling that role. After 
opening night, the once-and-current No. 26 instead played a top-nine role 
in every game he had played until Thursday at  Tampa Bay, when he 
skated on the fourth line with Sammy Blais and Jonny Brodzinski. 

Read the expert take on the Blueshirts 

Sign up for Larry Brooks' Inside the Rangers, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

“To be honest, it still feels like a demotion, to some extent, when you see 
that,” Vesey said. “But only for a second. It doesn’t affect my approach or 
attitude in the slightest. 

“I didn’t expect to play as much as I have and where I have. It’s been 
nice to be up there. I think I’ve been solid and done the job on the penalty 
kill, so whatever they need, that’s why I’m here. I want to contribute in 
any way I can.” 

Indeed, Vesey, who was a healthy scratch for the sixth game of the 
season, has skated with centers Mika Zibanejad and Vincent Trocheck 
22 times. He will line up on the right side with Filip Chytil in the middle 
and Alexis Lafreniere on the left on Sunday against the Panthers. 

“I want him to be the same player no matter what line,” Gallant said. “The 
same as Barclay Goodrow, he plays the same game. 

“We’re still looking at different combinations. Obviously [Vitali] Kravtsov 
and all those kids, we haven’t seen a lot. We want to give him some 
opportunities in the right spot and hopefully [Kravtsov] will take 
advantage of them. 

“Some of those young guys are a work in progress. Does Barclay 
Goodrow deserve to be on the fourth line? With the numbers he’s put up 
and the way he’s played and made lines better, no he doesn’t,” Gallant 
asked and answered. “We’re still trying to build on that. 

“I’ve said, it’s never been a perfect lineup. I’m trying to win games every 
night. You try to fill different spots. Jimmy Vesey has played really well 
sometimes with the top guys. I want him to be an important player. He’s 
one of those guys in the mix who can play anywhere.” 

The seven-year  veteran winger has six goals and six assists in 36 
games, though he has gone without a point the last five contests. 

“I say it every year, there are some chances I’d like to have done more 
with and scored on, but overall I think I’ve played well,” said Vesey, who 
had played the first three years of his career as a Ranger after signing as 
a free agent out of Harvard in 2016. “I’m pretty happy with the way it’s 
gone. 

“I was thinking the other day that I’ve been a lot happier being here. I 
never wanted to leave.” 

There is no reason why Vesey should have to leave after this season. 
The Rangers could see to that in the coming weeks. 
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NHL's 'workhorse' goalies now live by a different standard 

 

Larry Brooks6-7 minutes 01/01/2023 

 

UNRISE, Fla. — Martin Brodeur did it 11 times from 1995-96 through 
2009-10 and he told Slap Shots, yes, he most certainly could start 70 or 
more games in a season even these days, in which elite talents are 
transforming the league into a bells-and-whistles pinball operation. 

“But whether a coach would let me do that is entirely different,” the Hall of 
Famer said with a hearty laugh during a phone conversation a couple of 
weeks ago. “I don’t think I could convince a coach to let me play as often 
as I would want. 

“You have all the numbers and all the analytics. You’re paying good 
money to your backup goalie. The coach is looking at the big picture, 
how there are so many injuries. I think I could, and I know I would want 
to, but I don’t know if I could convince my coach.” 

Brodeur is the last goaltender to win the Stanley Cup after a season of 70 
or more starts. That was in 2003, when he recorded three shutouts for 
the Devils in the seven-game final against Anaheim that followed a 73-
start season that represented the sixth-highest single-season total of his 
career. 

The 70-game starter has gone the way of the 40-start pitcher in baseball: 
all but extinct. Three goaltenders have scaled that height over the past 
nine years, with Cam Talbot at 73 for the 2016-17 Oilers and Brayden 
Holtby at 73 for the 2014-15 Capitals, while Jonathan Quick started 71 
for the 2014-15 Kings. (Charlie Hough was the last major leaguer to get 
40 starts, for Texas in 1987.) 

There were 28 times over the seven seasons from 2005-06 through 
2011-12 in which a goaltender started at least 70 games, and 27 times 
over the nine seasons from 1995-96 through 2003-04. 

“I like to think that goalies are paid to be durable,” said Brodeur, who is 
the executive vice president of hockey operations for the Devils. “But the 
game is just so fast, there are so many chances, and there’s a lot of 
bumping and crashing the net, so it is a more mentally challenging game. 

“But I think that goalies who are athletic rather than robotic can handle a 
70-game or a similarly large workload. Goalies who can adapt and play a 
little bit differently. The technique played now is so different now because 
of the lateral movement and number of slot-line passes and back-door 
plays. Shots that go in off the goalie’s ear are the new five-hole goals. It’s 
kind of OK to give up that goal because you have to be low and be able 
to get from side to side.” 

The Jets’ Connor Hellebuyck has been a workhorse, starting 64, 62 and 
66 times, respectively, over the last three 82-game NHL seasons. That’s 
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not quite Brodeur’s 78 in 2006-07, 77 in 2007-08 and 76 in 2009-10, 
though, is it? 

Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck has started over 60 times during multiple 
seasons. 

Then again, the NHL’s average save percentage of .906 isn’t quite the 
.915 it reached in both 2014-15 and the following season. The fact is, the 
average this year is the lowest since it dropped to .905 in 2006-07. 

Brodeur indeed mentioned the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin as an “athletic” 
goaltender who could bear a heavier workload. If, as expected, 
Shesterkin gets his NHL leading 29th start on Sunday in the Rangers’ 
38th match, that would put the 27-year-and-two-day-old goaltender on a 
pace to start 62 games. 

“The mental game is so huge and it can be draining,” Brodeur said. “But 
when you’re playing every night, you can overcome a bad game by going 
on a roll. You’re right back in there the next night. I think that was one of 
my biggest assets. 

“You don’t have to battle these demons in your head while you wait for 
your next start. I would tell that to my coach. But I doubt that it would 
work.” 

There might not have been more special work on specialty teams than 
the Devils’ penalty kill unit did at Pittsburgh in a 4-2 victory on Friday in 
snuffing all nine Penguins’ power-play opportunities over 16:27. 
Pittsburgh had entered the match having gone 16-for-41 (39.0 percent) 
over the previous 12 contests. 

Could both teams have lost the NHL’s biggest offseason trade? Or, is the 
league’s biggest disappointment the Matthew Tkachuk Panthers or the 
Jonathan Huberdeau Flames? 

If the league’s biggest surprise is not the Devils, 2-2 in their last four after 
surviving the 0-5-1 reentry phase from outer space, then it is certainly 
Washington, somehow 20-13-5 (and 10-1-1 in the last dozen) with Tom 
Wilson, Nicklas Backstrom and Carl Hagelin having been sidelined all 
season and with John Carlson and T.J. Oshie out for a chunk recently. 

And not only the Capitals. The whole world is waiting for the Legacy 
Teams in Washington, Pittsburgh and Boston to go away, but they insist 
on staying at the party. 

The NHLPA will apparently narrow its list of candidates to succeed Don 
Fehr as executive director at a meeting of the search committee during 
the All-Star festivities on Feb. 3 and Feb. 4. 

“It’s not ideal that it’s taken this long but, first, that’s the function of the 
schedule and we want to make sure we get it right,” search committee 
member Jacob Trouba told The Post. “We have to identify the right 
person and then we can start to talk about other issues.” 

These issues would include the possibility of smoothing a cap increase 
over the next three years rather than maintaining a flat-cap $1 million 
increase for next season under terms of the collective bargaining 
agreement and of expanding the schedule from 82 to 84 games in order 
to accommodate an extra pair of intradivision matchups. 
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Tight race for playoff spot looms for Rangers as season nears midpoint 

 

By Colin Stephenson Updated December 31, 2022 7:43 pm5-6 minutes 
31/12/2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. – It is roughly midseason in the NHL, but, as the calendar 
flips to 2023, it is naturally a time of reflection for all of us. And so, now 

seems as good a time as any to ask of the Rangers: How are things 
going? And are they where they should be? 

“It's a work in progress, but I like our pieces,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said 
Saturday at FLA Live Arena, after the Rangers’ final practice of 2022. 
“You know, we're going to be a good hockey team. We like that. But 
we’ve got to be more consistent, like I said a number of times. But it's not 
a whole lot different than a lot of teams in our position. I mean, you look 
at the standings, they're pretty tight.’’ 

The Rangers (19-12-6) start 2023 tied with Pittsburgh (19-11-6) and the 
Islanders (21-14-2) for the final two playoff spots in the Eastern 
Conference. All three teams have 44 points. Carolina sits atop the 
Metropolitan Division with 54 points, followed by the Devils (48) and 
Washington (47). 

It likely will be a dogfight to make the playoffs, as six Metropolitan teams 
(not counting lowly Philadelphia and Columbus) fight for, at most, five 
available spots. With 45 games to go, the Rangers are out right now, 
which is not what was expected after they won 52 games, racked up 110 
points and advanced to the Eastern Conference final last season. 

“We've had some, I'd say tough losses throughout the season,’’ 
defenseman Adam Fox said. “We have six overtime (or shootout) losses. 
You make three of those wins, you get that extra point, (and) I think we're 
at one point behind New Jersey for second in the Metro. And (then) 
obviously, the conversations are a little different.’’ 

Gallant is going through a period where he keeps changing his forward 
line combinations, even though he says, over and over, that he doesn’t 
like changing his lines so frequently. But he just can’t seem to recapture 
what the Rangers were able to do last season. 

“You keep trying to find the right mix for certain nights,’’ he said. “You just 
try and find the perfect (formula), and it's never going to be perfect.’’ 

Maybe not perfect, but ultimately, will it be good enough? That will be 
determined over the next three-and-a-half months. 

“We made the conference finals, so there's a bit of a target on your back, 
and expectations are raised a little,’’ Fox said. “Early in the year, maybe 
we just expected wins to come because of last year. But I think now we 
know that you're not just going to be handed anything.’’ 

Gallant: It's not a big deal 

Gallant on Saturday said forward Alexis Lafrenière, who was a healthy 
scratch in Thursday’s 2-1 shootout loss to the Lightning, will be back in 
the lineup when the Rangers play the Panthers on Sunday. 

“It’s part of building a young man,’’ Gallant said of decision to scratch 
Lafrenière, the former No. 1 overall pick. . 

“He's 21 years old, he's played parts of three years in the league… and 
it's part of the game,’’ the coach continued. “Kaapo (Kakko, the No. 2 
pick overall in 2019) sat out games before, and people sit out games. So 
it's not a big deal. 

“Maybe you'll say it's a wakeup call… and that's fine,’’ he continued. “I 
just said I didn't like the way he played last game (Tuesday’s 4-0 loss to 
Washington). The three or four games prior to that weren't great either. 
They were OK, but not great. So sometimes it's just, be more consistent, 
play better… I was fortunate enough to play pro hockey and I got sat out 
some games too. Shake it off.’’ 

Lafrenière said he will. 

“It [stunk],’’ he said of sitting out. “It always [stinks] to be scratched. (But) 
I was watching (from the press box) what guys are doing, the details. The 
game slower up there, so you see a lot of stuff.’’ 

Shesterkin wasn't fooled 

Igor Shesterkin smiled when asked about Tampa Bay’s Brandon Hagel 
trying to pull a fast one Thursday when he reached into the goalie’s glove 
with his hand, took the puck out and threw it in the net. Asked what he 
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was thinking, Shesterkin said, “I don't know. When the referee said, 
'Good goal,' I was shocked.’’ 

Hagel had the crowd fooled, and the scoreboard operator put the goal 
up, suggesting the game was tied 1-1 at 4:49 of the second period. But 
after Shesterkin and the Rangers charged at the referee to tell him what 
happened, the officials huddled, and a call came in from NHL 
headquarters in Toronto. The play was reviewed and the goal taken off 
the board. 

“I just thought it wasn't going to be a goal,’’ Gallant said when asked what 
he was thinking on the play. “I was saying, 'Come on, like, nobody's 
seeing that?' 

“Then I was hoping they were going to give (Hagel) a penalty, for closing 
his hand on the puck,’’ he added. “But you know what, I'm just happy that 
they said ‘No goal.’ ’’ 
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Filip Forsberg's hat trick doesn't do the trick for Predators in loss to 
Golden Knights 

 

PAUL SKRBINA   Nashville Tennessean 

 

The Nashville Predators concluded their two-game, back-to-back-
matinee road trip Saturday afternoon with a 5-4, overtime loss against 
the Vegas Golden Knights. 

That was the bad news. 

The good news: Predators forward Filip Forsberg scored a goal for the 
third consecutive game. 

This time, though, he did it three times, the last of which tied the score 4-
4 with 3.3 seconds remaining and the third of which pulled his team 
within one earlier in the period. He banged one off he post in overtime. 

Four straight goals erased the deficit for the Golden Knights before 
Forsberg scored his second to pull within one with 9 minutes, 19 seconds 
left in regulation. 

The Predators (15-14-6) defeated the Anaheim Ducks 6-1 on Friday 
while matching their season high in goals. Vegas (25-12-2), which is 4-0-
0 in New Year's Eve games. 

The Golden Knights, who are atop the Pacific Division, had lost two in a 
row. 
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2023 World Juniors takeaways: United States, Czechia finish top of their 
groups 

 

Scott Wheeler, Corey Pronman5-6 minutes 01/01/2023 

 

The preliminary round at the 2023 World Juniors came to its New Year’s 
Eve finish with a come-from-behind Swiss shootout win over Slovakia, 
another Czech win and two big clashes between the ‘big four’ of Canada, 
USA, Sweden and Finland. Here’s what you need to know: 

Switzerland came back from down 3-1 to beat Slovakia 4-3 in a thrilling 
10-round shootout. 

Czechia trounced Germany 8-1 to win Group A. 

USA defeated Finland 6-2 to win Group B. 

Canada defeated Sweden 5-1 on another four-point night from Connor 
Bedard, who has now tied Jaromir Jagr for the most points in a single 
tournament by an under-18 skater at the world juniors (18) and Eric 
Lindros for the most points ever by a Canadian at the World Juniors (31). 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Finland disappoints in round robin 

This Finland team did not turn in a great effort in Moncton. They scored 
two fewer goals than Slovakia and one more than Switzerland. Their 
group was often searching for offense and even-strength pressure. That 
doesn’t mean there weren’t players who played well. Joakim Kemell 
(Predators) has been good in this tournament, and their most noticeable 
presence at even strength. 

Jani Nyman (Kraken), Niko Huuhtanen (Lightning), Oliver Kapanen 
(Canadiens), and Brad Lambert (Jets) have all their moments up front 
too, but not consistently. — Pronman 

USA top players stand out as they secure Group B 

After a so-so start to group play in Moncton, USA ended group play with 
convincing wins against Switzerland and Finland. Their best players were 
very good again tonight. Logan Cooley (Coyotes) was excellent and 
creating a lot with his skating, skill and effort. Luke Hughes (Devils) had a 
big game, with one goal and assist, and making his usual impact in 
transition. 

It was the play of Jimmy Snuggerud (Blues) that was the most impressive 
though. His skating isn’t the best, but everything else about his game is 
NHL quality. He showed off a lot of skill and offensive instincts, and his 
compete level looked excellent. He won a lot of battles and willed his way 
into chances. Snuggerud has built off his great first half at Minnesota. 

USA now has secured an easier quarterfinal opponent in Germany. — 
Pronman 

The Czechs are for real 

Czechia’s 10 points in the preliminary round were the most in either 
group, and have position them well to play for a medal for the second 
year in a row (they finished fourth in the summer tournament in 
Edmonton) with a quarterfinal matchup against Switzerland that will have 
them as the heavy favorites. The Czechs haven’t medalled at the world 
juniors in 18 years, but this team looks like a real threat. They’ve got one 
of the best forwards in the tournament in Jiri Kulich (Sabres). They’ve got 
two of the best defensemen in the tournament in David Jiricek (Blue 
Jackets) and Stanislav Svozil (Blue Jackets). 

They’ve got a contender for the tournament directorate’s goaltender of 
the tournament in Tomas Suchanek. And their secondary pieces — guys 
like David Spacek (Wild), Jakub Brabenec (Golden Knights), Jaroslav 
Chmelar (Rangers), Matyas Sapovaliv (Golden Knights) and Gabriel 
Szturc are doing exactly what they need them to do. I won’t be surprised 
if they play their way into the gold medal game. — Wheeler 

Canada saves its best for last 

Canada’s smothering New Year’s Eve performance against Sweden was 
how they were supposed to look in this tournament. The Swedes had a 
tough time with the skill of Canada’s top six, they succumbed to the 
pressure, size and speed of their bottom six, and whenever it was their 
turn to play offense they struggled to play past, through, or around the 
length of Canada’s defense. 

The only goal Canada gave up came on a five-minute penalty kill on 
Zack Ostapchuk’s kneeing penalty. I’d guess they’ll keep these lines and 
pairings in-tact for the quarterfinal, including Adam Fantilli on the fourth 
line (neither Colton Dach nor Caedan Bankier are great skaters, so he 
gave that line some much-needed tempo once they lost the north-south 
speed of Ostapchuk), assuming Ostapchuk isn’t suspended. — Wheeler 
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Quarterfinal matchups for Jan. 2 

2B Finland vs. 3A Sweden at 11 a.m. ET in Moncton. 

1A Czechia vs. 4B Switzerland at 1:30 p.m. ET in Halifax. 

1B USA vs. 3A Germany at 4 p.m. ET in Moncton. 

2A Canada vs. 3B Slovakia at 6:30 p.m. ET in Halifax. 

Seeds for reseeding in the semifinals 

Czechia 

USA 

Canada 

Finland 

Sweden 

Slovakia 

Switzerland 

Germany 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs close out road trip, calendar year by lighting 
up Avalanche in dominant win 

 

Luke Fox | December 31, 2022, 11:31 PM 

5–6 minutes 

 

DENVER — The easiest way for the Toronto Maple Leafs to wash away 
the bitter taste of a couple blown third-period leads and discombobulated 
defensive shifts that marred the Toronto Maple Leafs’ first road trip since 
the Christmas break? 

No, not 23 flutes of champagne. 

Instead: Light up the reigning champs on their own sheet. Spoil the buzzy 
return of Nathan MacKinnon. And ring in the new year with their 60th win 
of 2022. 

Eager to rediscover their mojo and lock down a lead after their bumpy 
and fine-laden voyage through St. Louis and Arizona this week, Toronto 
dropped into Ball Arena with a half-dozen goals to score and a firm 
statement to make. 

Toronto’s big guns, so silent two night ago in Tempe, all showed up for 
the calendar’s finale, dominating possession and jumping out to a 2-0 
lead over the Colorado Avalanche prior to the 10-minute mark. 

Before the game was 36 minutes old, the visitors had pumped five by 
Alexandar Georgiev, chasing the starter en route to a decisive 6-2 wire-
to-wire victory. 

While mediocre showings against lottery-bound clubs can be found 
scattered among the Maple Leafs’ schedule, it’s encouraging that some 
of Toronto’s most complete and assertive performances have risen 
against giants like Boston, Tampa Bay, Carolina and now Colorado. 

The five-forward power-play clicked. Goals from the depth (Pierre 
Engvall) and defence (T.J. Brodie) padded leads. And the penalty kill, 
shaky two nights ago, went a perfect 4-for-4. 

Perhaps most important, once the Leafs established their advantage, 
they prioritized defence and stayed dialed in until the final countdown. 

“The guys did a really good job defending against a really dangerous 
team with a ton of speed. We did a great job slowing them up through the 
neutral zone — that’s a key factor against them,” said goaltender Matt 
Murray, following his 26-save win.  

“The whole team played great tonight.” 

With the party-pooping visitors sucking energy out of the crowd, Blink-
182’s “All the Small Things” — the “Auld Lang Syne” that soundtracks 
Avs’ home wins — went unplayed. 

Ball Arena’s planned indoor fireworks display after the final buzzer 
exploded anyway. But they left a haze of smoke that smelled of slight 
sadness. 

That’s because the Maple Leafs executed the way they are capable of, 
the way the organization expects to continue into 2023. 

The Leafs’ top-six forwards combined for 10 points, sending a packed 
crowd out into the Denver streets to drown the memory of how their New 
Year’s Eve began. 

“Just a cleaner game,” Keefe said. 

“We got contributions from all four lines, all six defence. We get saves 
from Murr when we needed them there, when they had some of their 
flurries. So, it's a good way to close out what feels like a real long road 
trip. 

“I like the way the guys got it done tonight.” 

Thursday’s misery at Mullett Arena provided a little motivation, as did a 
yearning to charter home and fly through midnight with the comfort that 
comes with a couple hard-earned points over a worthy opponent. 

“Anytime you're coming off of a loss in one you let a lead slip, it stings,” 
John Tavares said.  

“You want to respond and have a good bounce back.” 

Mission accomplished. 

Raise a glass. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• No team has dressed more skaters (34) than the injury-ravaged 
Avalanche this season. The Blue Jackets (32) rank second in the 
category, and the Maple Leafs (31) third.  

• Rasmus Sandin (neck) should return next week.  

“He’s close, for sure,” Keefe says.  

So… who comes out? 

Smart money is on Conor Timmins, although the right shot’s strong 
playmaking and contributions to the power-play will make Keefe’s 
decision more difficult than expected. 

Keefe: “It’s a good problem for me to have.” 

• Mikko Rantanen during MacKinnon’s absence: nine goals and 13 points 
in 11 games. 

Rantanen’s New Year’s resolution? “Eat less candy.” 

• In 2022, Mitch Marner (118 points) and Auston Matthews (115) 
recorded the second and third most productive calendar years in Maple 
Leafs history.  

Doug Gilmour’s 121 points in 1993 holds the throne. 

Matthews (58) finished his night with an edge on Connor McDavid (57) 
for most goals scored in 2022. And only McDavid (143) and Matthew 
Tkachuk (121) racked up more points in ’22 than Marner. 

This marked the first year that three Americans scored 50-plus goals. 
Jason Robertson (55) and Tage Thompson (52) join Matthews in history. 
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• When MacKinnon finished his first shift after nearly a four-week 
recovery from his upper-body injury, the arena DJ cued up Mark 
Morrison’s “Return of the Mack.” Nice touch. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Campbell just can't catch a break as Oilers' strong effort 
goes to waste vs. Jets 

 

Mark Spector | January 1, 2023, 1:55 AM 

5–6 minutes 

 

Some nights you give up 47 shots and win 2-1, like the Edmonton Oilers 
did in Calgary four nights ago. On others you suffocate your opponent, 
allowing just 17 shots, and you lose 2-1, like they did on New Year’s Eve 
in Winnipeg.  

What are you going to say about an Oilers team that gave up just 10 
shots on net through 40 minutes, but lost 2-1 to the Winnipeg Jets on a 
Neal Pionk one-timer on the power play and a close-in deflection by Kyle 
Connor?  

 “We played the style of game we wanted to. We carried the play most of 
the game,” said Tyson Barrie. “Give them credit, their goalie made some 
big stops. We had four chances on the power play and don’t get one? 
That has been a strength of ours all year and it needed to step up 
tonight, but we just couldn’t get it done.”  

 On a night that summed up Jack Campbell’s short tenure with his new 
team, he gave up just two goals — but his team managed just one 
against Connor Hellebuyck. An Oilers power play that came into the 
game with a blazing 33.3 per-cent success rate went 0-for-5, hitting posts 
and crossbars the whole night through.  

Campbell really can’t be faulted on either goal against — you’d like a 
save on the first one, if you’re a hard marker, but the Connor deflection 
beats every goalie. Yet, on the night he finally kept his goals against 
below three, Connor McDavid goes pointless and sees his 17-game 
points streak snapped.  

 “The guys played really hard and really well. Would have been nice to 
get the win for them,” Campbell said, with a nod to Hellebuyck at the 
other end. "He's a pretty darned good goalie, a Vezina Trophy winner, 
and he played like it tonight."  

 It is a quiet sign of concern when a goalie is asked to upgrade his 
equipment to a completely different style mid-season, but so it was that 
Campbell debuted new, taller and stiffer leg pads and a larger upper 
body kit on Saturday.  

 “I've never done that,” he admitted. “I don't think I've changed in two 
decades. Just trying something new.”  

 You see, Edmonton’s big signing of the off=season was supposed to be 
the goalie in front of which a Stanley Cup contender would play. General 
manager Ken Holland gave Campbell a five-year, $25 million contract on 
the free agent market, because in the wake of the Mike Smith-Mikko 
Koskinen era, he had to find a horse that his Oilers could ride to 
success.  

 Instead, Campbell has spent the entire first half of his first Oilers season 
trying to find his game.  

 To say he has struggled would be generous. Campbell has been poor, 
and was given 13 days between starts at one point, and another 12-day 
“rest” soon after that.  

 As young Stuart Skinner closed his hands around the No. 1 role in 
Edmonton, Campbell’s numbers have settled at somewhere between 
“not good enough” and “does he even have it anymore?”  

 Finally, bedecked in some new gear and enjoying a rare quiet night in 
the Oilers nets, Campbell looked like the goalie Holland thought he 
signed. Yet, still, he rang in the New Year with another “L,” his sixth, 
against eight wins and an overtime loss this season.  

 “I felt good,” he maintained. “Confident and calm. Back to my game."  

 His numbers — an .876 saves percentage and a 3.90 goals against 
average — are dreadful. But hey, at least Campbell has plenty of 
company right inside his own division.  

Including Campbell, there are seven Pacific Division goalies making $5 
million or more whose save percentage begins with an ‘8’: 
Anaheim’s John Gibson, Calgary’s Jacob Markstrom, Seattle’s Philipp 
Grubauer, Vancouver’s Thatcher Demko, and both Jonathan Quick and 
Cal Peterson in L.A.  

 If their goalie feels like he is finally finding form, so too do the Oilers, 
who have allowed just five goals in three games played since Christmas. 
This team will always be able to score — even with Leon Draisaitl 
missing his second straight game. It is the number of pucks that cross 
Edmonton’s goal line that will define the health of the Oilers’ overall 
game, not to mention their playoff worthiness.  

With the season nudging up towards the halfway mark, there is evidence 
that they are finding the requisite defensive game to win more 
consistently than they have thus far.  

 “When you are missing Leon Draisaitl, that is one of the best players in 
the world,” Barrie said. “But that being said, I think we played a pretty 
solid team game tonight. We didn’t give up a ton of chances and we 
created some looks and had some chances to get one, two, three, four 
goals. We just didn’t get it done.  

 “Some nights you play well and don’t get the result you are looking for. It 
is frustrating, but it is part of the game.”  
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Sportsnet.ca / 'It's going to be the first of many': Weegar finally scores for 
Flames in big win 

 

Eric Francis | January 1, 2023, 2:14 AM 

4–6 minutes 

 

CALGARY -- As far as New Year’s Eve celebrations go, MacKenzie 
Weegar’s was decidedly muted. 

Well, before midnight anyway. 

Hours before the clock turned to 2023, Weegar put an end to one of the 
longest scoring droughts of his career, snapping a shot from the point 
that got through traffic to put the Calgary Flames up 3-0 on the 
Vancouver Canucks late in the second period. 

Despite the fact it was his first as a Flame, the former Florida Panthers 
defenceman showed tremendous restraint by casually lifting his stick as 
the stone-faced veteran was surrounded by joyous teammates. 

“It was a weird play, I honestly thought it was going to be offside,” 
explained Weegar of a sustained forecheck that preceded the goal, 
which included a close call that saw Chris Tanev barely keep the puck in 
at the blue line. 

“Tanny kept a good puck in and I didn’t want to jinx it by over-cellying.  
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“I’m happy it wasn’t offside and happy to get my first goal.  

“Feels great, even better with the two points, obviously.” 

Given the fact he’s averaged seven goals a season over the last three 
years, he can be forgiven for simply being happy to end a frustrating 
snide that coincided with his arrival in town. Weegar and Jonathan 
Huberdeau were shipped to Calgary in the blockbuster deal sending 
Matthew Tkachuk the other way this summer. 

“Honestly, I was thinking like, you know, that’s classic (that they’d 
overturn it),” he chuckled. 

“But you know what, it was a good shift. We hemmed them in there (for 
almost 90 seconds). Naz (Nazem Kadri) made a good pass and there 
was good traffic (by Huberdeau) up front and I’m happy they didn’t 
challenge anything.” 

As someone who knew how frustrating it had been to start so slowly in 
town, Huberdeau was one of the first to greet Weegar with a massive 
grin. 

The rest of the lads, well, they spent the rest of the night ribbing him for 
his odd reaction. 

“Yep, they sure did,” smiled Weegar. 

“He looked like he had scored his 50th goal, the way he celebrated,” 
chuckled Blake Coleman, who also scored for the Flames in a 3-2 win 
over Vancouver to end the Flames’ month with an 8-4-4 record. 

“I think it was a little bit of exhaustion. That whole shift they were in there 
for about a minute and half. 

“I’m sure he was excited inside.” 

Sure was, as the man who had eight goals and 44 points last season 
entered last night’s game with just seven assists this year. 

Five minutes before scoring, he added a great assist by exhibiting 
tremendous patience to make a long pass sending Rasmus Andersson in 
on a 2-on-1 Coleman finished short-handed. 

Weegar’s last two-point night as a Flame came opening night. 

“Weegs is the best, man – great guy, great teammate,” said Coleman, of 
the popular newbie who signed an eight-year, $50 million extension at 
the start of the season. 

“We joked about it this morning, we thought he was going to get one, and 
he did. 

“We’re happy for him. He’s a big part of our team. It’s going to be the first 
of many. 

Sometimes it’s just funny how it works like that. It’s nice to see him get on 
the board and get rewarded.” 

Despite struggling to add offence to his game early on, Weegar has 
proven to be a valuable addition due to his ability to play on the left or 
right side.  

He’s found a home of late alongside Tanev. 

“He’s a really good player for us -- he really loves the game and has lots 
of energy and plays the right way,” said coach Darryl Sutter. 

“It’s hard for him because I’ve had to move him around too much, left and 
right. It’s good to see him score. 

“He can play minutes, that’s the important thing.” 

On this night he played almost 21 minutes, was plus-3, had a team-high 
three hits and got that scoring monkey off his back. 

Sets up 2023 nicely. 

“Taken a lot of chirps from the boys that he's got a pretty big muff(in) out 
there,” laughed Elias Lindholm, who opened the scoring with a goal in his 
700th NHL game. 

"I don't know what was going on there (with the quiet celebration).  

“I guess that's what happens when you haven't scored for a while." 

NOTE: The first ever outdoor Battle of Alberta was made official Saturday 
night, as the Flames and Oilers will do battle Oct. 29 next season at 
Commonwealth Stadium. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With future of core players unclear, 2023 could be defining 
year for Jets 

 

Ken Wiebe | December 31, 2022, 10:14 AM 

7–9 minutes 

 

WINNIPEG — So, it turns out the Bowness effect is real — and it’s also 
been spectacular for the Winnipeg Jets. 

As the calendar is about to flip to 2023, the metamorphosis for the Jets 
under head coach Rick Bowness has been something to behold. 

After winning Saturday’s 2022 finale 2-1 against the Edmonton Oilers, 
the Jets find themselves in the heart of a race for the top spot in the 
Central Division with the Dallas Stars, third in the Western Conference in 
win percentage and ninth overall in the NHL in that same category. 

The Jets came into the campaign with plenty of question marks after 
missing the playoffs last spring, the culmination of unmet expectations 
and a side order of disappointment. 

The overriding belief was that Jets general manager Kevin Chevledayoff 
might be looking to move a core player or two during the offseason, but 
after the coaching search to find a full-time replacement for Paul Maurice 
(and interim coach Dave Lowry) landed on Bowness after several twists 
and turns — including Barry Trotz saying no — the roster changes were 
limited to organizational depth and players around the periphery. 

The overhaul was put on hold, at least temporarily. 

For the most part, the band was kept together, essentially given one 
more opportunity to get things turned around and to make a run of 
consequence for the first time since the 2018 dash to the Western 
Conference final. 

How have the Jets responded to that vote of confidence? 

Well, to this point they’ve mostly been thriving under the guidance of a 
new voice, some tweaks to the system and the renewal of their defensive 
commitment. 

Even with a recent rash of injuries that has seven players currently out of 
the lineup, the Jets remain fifth in the NHL in goals against per game 
(2.61) while sitting in the middle of the pack in goals for (3.22). 

The star players have done an exceptional job leading the way, and the 
depth players that have been thrust into bigger roles are helping to 
steady the ship. 

What does it all mean for 2023? 

Well, that’s where things could get a tad complicated. 

While the strong start to the new season is important, the urgency to turn 
that into something more remains. 
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Connor Hellebuyck is back to playing at a Vezina-calibre level, 
defenceman Josh Morrissey is leading the team in scoring and is in the 
heart of the Norris Trophy discussion, Mark Scheifele is leading the team 
with 23 goals in 36 games, Kyle Connor and Pierre-Luc Dubois are 
producing at more than a point per game rate and Blake Wheeler hasn’t 
let the stripping of the captaincy affect his game — notching nine goals 
and 26 points in 29 games before he left the lineup after surgery for a 
lower-body issue. 

Those are all incredible achievements, but the long-term future of four of 
those players remains very much up in the air, which only raises the 
urgency level for this iteration of the Jets to do something special during 
the playoffs. 

This brings us back to Cheveldayoff, who is in his 12th season as 
general manager. 

Without sounding overly dramatic, 2023 has the potential to be a defining 
year for both him and the franchise itself. 

How Cheveldayoff navigates the March 3 trade deadline could alter how 
he tackles some of the uncertainty on the horizon on the contract front. 

The expectation is that Cheveldayoff will look long and hard to push all of 
his chips to the middle of the table in this high-stakes game of poker, 
perhaps finding the equivalent of bringing in Paul Stastny as he did in 
2018. 

Upgrading the forward depth remains the priority, but it remains to be 
seen what kind of player will be targeted, or more importantly, landed. 

Can the Jets find this year’s version of Artturi Lehkonen or will they be 
mostly shopping in the rental aisle? 

The wide array of injuries — including being without high-end forward 
Nikolaj Ehlers for all but two games this season — has severely cut into 
the salary cap space that was previously near $5 million, so any deals 
will be complex. 

But that won’t prevent Cheveldayoff from taking a big swing. 

He understands the magnitude of the situation and recognizes that big 
decisions are coming for the likes of Hellebuyck, Scheifele, Dubois and 
Wheeler, perhaps as early as this summer for the bulk of them. 

By hiring a 67-year-old head coach with five decades of experience, the 
Jets aren’t about to enter a rebuild, but they’re also going to need to 
solidify their future by inking at least two of those core players — and 
possibly three — to new deals. 

Dubois is sure to be earning a raise from the $6 million qualifying offer he 
accepted as a restricted free agent, likely seeking a contract that features 
an AAV north of $8 million and perhaps closer to $9 million if he can keep 
up his offensive pace. 

He’s done a miraculous job of compartmentalizing his contract situation 
and future, focusing on improving as a player, just like he said he would 
on the heels of training camp. 

If Dubois is set on exploring unrestricted free agency for the first time in 
2024 or isn’t ready to make a long-term commitment to Winnipeg, 
Cheveldayoff might have to follow the Jacob Trouba playbook — 
searching for a deal that helps the organization in the present (getting 
Neal Pionk) and recouping a first-rounder (which ended up being Ville 
Heinola) which was originally used to bolster a position of need (Kevin 
Hayes). 

The other option is to use Dubois as a self-rental but that’s problematic 
when you consider the price tag the Jets paid to acquire him: 2016 
second-overall pick Patrik Laine and 2015 first-rounder Jack Roslovic. 

Hellebuyck has often been referred to as the backbone of the Jets. He’s 
delivered top-notch goaltending for a long time and as another potential 
UFA in the summer of 2024, he’s also going to be looking for the richest 
deal in franchise history, eclipsing the $8.25 million AAV Wheeler signed 
for back in the summer of 2018. 

Wheeler has one more season left on that deal and while a separation 
was considered last offseason by both parties, all signs point to him 
finishing out his contract as a member of the Jets as he pursues his 
chase of the Stanley Cup. 

As for Scheifele, the transformation of his 200-foot game under Bowness 
and his coaching staff is impossible to ignore, along with his rekindled 
passion for the game. 

The first-ever draft pick of the 2.0 version of the Jets has been delivering 
quality play and also positioned himself for a raise when his eight-year, 
$49 million contract expires in the summer of 2024. 

The big question will be whether that next deal comes with the Jets — or 
one of the other 31 organizations? 

If Scheifele sticks around, there's a chance that a statue in his likeness 
could go up beside Dale Hawerchuk's one day. 

Who the Jets retain and who they might bring in to replace the core 
pieces they can’t convince to stick around is going to be the biggest story 
of 2023 — unless this group (and any of the pieces coming in before 
March 3 to augment it) is able to go on a magical run this spring. 

That’s why the spotlight will continue to shine brightly during the 
remainder of the regular season and beyond. 
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TSN.CA / Canada set to battle Sweden at World Juniors in first NYE 
game with fans since 2019 

 

Mark Masters 

8–10 minutes 

 

Canada held a meeting at the team hotel on Saturday. Sweden skated at 
Scotiabank Arena.  

With fans packing the arena in Halifax, the barn has been buzzing every 
night at the World Juniors.  

"There's nowhere else you'd rather play," said Michigan Wolverines 
freshman Adam Fantilli. "I mean, playing in Canada is one thing, but 
playing for Canada in Canada is the best thing there is. The fans are 
amazing. They're keeping the atmosphere rocking. We're loving it." 

"We knew it would be pretty crazy," said Regina Pats phenom Connor 
Bedard, "but I didn't really know the magnitude of what it would be like. 
It's been awesome. I can't stress that enough how good they've been." 

And it's expected to be even more raucous as the calendar year and 
preliminary round of the World Juniors come to an end on Saturday night. 
Canada needs a win to secure a top-two seed. Sweden is aiming 
to clinch first place in the pool.  

"New Year's Eve is always a special day," said Canadian captain Shane 
Wright. "Always loved watching this game growing up so definitely 
special to play in it ... We know we took a couple strides forward the last 
couple games and hoping to bring that momentum into tonight." 

This will be Canada's first New Year's Eve game in front of fans since 
Dec. 31, 2019 in Ostrava where Canada beat the host Czechs 7-2. 

"I want to be playing hockey on this day," said defenceman Olen 
Zellweger. "It's exciting and looking forward to the crowd tonight." 

Canada lost its last two New Year's Eve games in front of home fans 
falling 2-1 to the Russians at the 2019 event in Vancouver and dropping 
a 3-1 decision to the United States in Toronto at the 2017 tournament. 
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Canada's last New Year's Eve win in front of home fans came at the 
2015 event when they beat the Americans 5-3 in Montreal. 

Canada did beat Finland on New Year's Eve at the 2021 event in 
Edmonton, but that came inside an empty arena due to COVID.  

The initial 2022 tournament in Edmonton was cancelled before the 
tournament made it to New Year's Eve.  

Zellweger on New Year's Eve: 'I want to be playing hockey on this day' 

The New Year's Eve game is always a special night at the World Junior 
Championship and members of Team Canada are thrilled to be taking 
part in tonight's matchup against Sweden. 

Canada will need every edge they can get against the undefeated 
Swedes, who have allowed just two goals.  

"We're going to have to do a good job of getting to the inside and trying 
to wear them down," said head coach Dennis Williams. "We have to 
hang onto pucks. Any time we do turn a puck over, they will transition 
quickly. We want to tighten up our D zone a bit more ... They do an 
unbelievable job down low. They like to find a lot of pucks in the 
trapezoid and make you turn and be able to activate those D. We'll call 
on our defence and centres to remain connected down low." 

Sweden's leading scorer is defenceman Ludvig Jansson, who has two 
goals and three assists.  

"Their D is their strength," noted assistant coach Alan Letang, who 
handles the pre-scout for Canada. "They've done a great job this 
tournament of escaping pressure, walking the blue line and creating 
scoring chances. They're all very mobile. They're all very capable of 
jumping into the play." 

The Swedes are stressing execution.  

"We have to be steady with our passing and receiving so we can have 
some kind of offensive game and not let them be in our D-zone," said 
head coach Magnus Hävelid. 

"We have been better and better every game," said Linkopings 
forward Fabian Wagner. "We play pretty easy. Chip and go and play with 
a hard-press forecheck."  

This will be the first meeting between Canada and Sweden at the World 
Juniors since the gold medal game in 2018 in Buffalo.  

Canada will be making a change on the blue line. Nolan Allan will slot in 
beside Brandt Clarke on the second pair while Tyson Hinds shifts down 
to the third pair with Kevin Korchinski.  

"Tys gets more up in the play," said Clarke. "When Ally's out there, he's 
getting those big hits and really stopping them at the blue line. They have 
to chip it by him or they're going to get run over so that gives me a lot of 
space to break it out." 

Korchinski and Hinds are both lefties. It's expected that Korchinski will 
play the right. The coaching staff believes the Chicago Blackhawks 
prospect will be able to adapt well, because he's such a gifted skater.  

"They're all comfortable playing with each other," said Letang. "They're 
all comfortable moving to the right side or left side, which is key." 

Jack Matier, a righty, will remain the seventh defenceman. Clarke is the 
only other righty on the blue line.  

"The biggest thing for our D will be our gaps," said Letang. "They got four 
lines that come at you and their D join so there's a fourth guy every time. 
If we don't have our F2 or F3 reloading above, they'll get odd-man rushes 
and our D will have to collapse inside the dots and push everything to the 
outside. If we can get a good track and reload, our big D can stay up, 
hold that line, force them to put pucks deep or create the turnovers and 
then we get going where we want to go."  

Canada Ice Chips: Sens' Ostapchuk promoted; Fantilli to fourth line 

Team Canada forwards Zack Ostapchuk and Adam Fantilli have 
swapped spots on their respective lines, members of Team Canada 
spoke on the impact Ostapchuk has on the game without putting points 
up and how much of a leader he is in the dressing room. TSN's Mark 
Masters has more. 

With two goals and two assists, Wagner is tied for second in scoring on 
Sweden.  

"I have very good self-confidence," the Winnipeg Jets prospect said. "I 
played three really good games here." 

The best part of his game?   

"I've been in the right position every time and I skate a lot," the 18-year-
old said.  

The message from the Jets?  

"Just focus on myself and keep playing like I do right now," he said. "It's a 
dream to play in World Juniors, but it's going to be really fun to play 
against Canada."   

Jets prospect Wagner rides wave of confidence into duel with Canada 

Team Sweden forward Fabian Wagner spoke to the media on Friday 
ahead of their matchup against Canada on Saturday. He touched on the 
confidence he and his teammates have against any opponent and the 
excitement they're all feeling to play a powerhouse like Canada. 

For the first time at this World Juniors, Canada will be wearing their black 
uniforms.  

"They are, honestly, my personal favourites," said Wright. "I'm looking 
forward to playing in them. They just look sharp. They're a little different 
than what Canada's used to. You're used to the red and white, but I like 
the different look with the darker feel." 

The last two times Canada won the gold-medal game at the World 
Juniors (Ostrava 2020 and Edmonton 2022), they wore black.  

"My favourite jersey," said Zellweger. "I'm excited to wear those. They 
always have a good feeling. We started wearing them later in the 
tournament in the summer and they're pretty nice looking." 

Canada goes to black uniforms in Halifax; Wright: 'My personal favourite' 

Team Canada will be wearing its black uniforms tonight against Sweden 
and captain Shane Wright says he loves the different look and how sharp 
the jerseys are. 

Projected Team Canada lineup for Saturday's game: 

F 

Othmann - Wright - Bedard 

Roy - Stankoven - Guenther 

Ostapchuk - Gaucher - Dean 

Fantilli - Bankier - Dach 

Schaefer  

D 

Del Mastro - Zellweger 

Allan - Clarke 

Hinds - Korchinski  

Matier 

G 

Milic starts  

Gaudreau  
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