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What To Watch For In The First Half of 2023 

Taking a look at some team and individual successes that 
could transpire this season 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - While it may be a new year, the Canes 
marched into 2023 with the same winning ways yesterday 
afternoon. 

The team's now won 11 consecutive games and earned at 
least one point in 17 straight, both franchise records. 

What other history and new heights could we see this 
season? 

Grab The Sharpie 

 Martin Necas tied his career-high with his 16th goal 
of the season yesterday. He is on pace to 
completely blow away his current career bests in 
goals (16), assists (27), points (41), and power play 
goals (5). He already has 12 power play points, 
surpassing his 11 from the 2020-21 season. 

 Similar to Necas, Jordan Martinook is on pace for a 
new career-high in almost every metric. Should he 
remain healthy the rest of the season, he has a 
good shot at a 20-goal season, and a number well 
beyond 25 points, which he's produced twice as his 
career high. 

 With a multi-point game on Sunday, Stefan Noesen 
now has 20 points this season. His current career-
high is 27, which came with the Devils during the 
2017-18 season. He also entered this year with just 
one career NHL power play goal. This year he's 
already got six.  

Looking Likely 

 Andrei Svechnikov is on pace for 42 goals, which 
would give him 12 more than his career-best from 
30 of last season. He is on average for 70 points, 
which would be better than his existing high of 69. 

 Captain Jordan Staal (698) will move into fourth on 
the team's all-time games list with 10 more games 
played, passing Kevin Dineen (708). Only Ron 
Francis (1,186), Glen Wesley (913), and Eric Staal 
(909) will remain ahead of him. #11 is also on pace 
for 22 goals, which would be the most in his 11 
seasons as a Hurricane. 

 Netminder Pyotr Kochetkov has a chance to set 
new single-season franchise records for most wins, 
best save percentage (SV%), lowest goals against 

average (GAA), and shutouts by a rookie. He 
currently has 10 wins, attempting to catch Peter 
Sidorkiewicz (22). He presently has a .924 SV%, 
right behind Alex Nedeljkovic's .928, and the two 
are tied at 2.01 when it comes to GAA. Already with 
three shutouts, he needs just one more to tie 
Sidorkiewicz's 4, which is a record that's been intact 
since the 1988-89 season. 

There May Be A Chance 

 Sebastian Aho has a chance to move into fourth all-
time in franchise history in points and fifth in goals 
before the end of the season. He'll need 43 points 
or more in the remaining 45 games this season to 
pass Rod Brind'Amour (473) in points and 11 more 
goals to overtake Jeff Skinner (204) in goals. 

 Defenseman Jaccob Slavin has a chance to 
overtake Dave Babych (196) for the most assists by 
a blueliner in franchise history. He'll need 17 before 
April 13. 

 Speaking of the blue line, Brent Burns has a chance 
to move inside the NHL's Top 15 all-time in scoring 
by a defenseman. With 24 points the rest of the way 
he would jump Sergei Gonchar (811), Red Kelly 
(823), and Doug Wilson (827). 

 The team made history last year by producing 114 
points in the standings. Thanks to their current win 
and point streaks they are currently on pace for 
124. Could we see the existing record remain in 
place for less than a year? 

 With five shutouts in 37 games, could we see the 
franchise record of eight shutouts in one season 
fall? 

Milestones To Watch 

 With a win against the Rangers on Tuesday, Rod 
Brind'Amour would tie Bruce Boudreau for the 
second-fewest games to reach 200 wins by any 
coach in league history. 

 Brady Skjei is just 15 games away from reaching 
500 in his NHL career. 

 Sebastian Aho is just 25 games away from reaching 
500 in his NHL/Canes career. 

 Teuvo Teravainen needs 18 points to reach 400 for 
his NHL career.
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Preview: January 3 at New York 

Canes will try to pick up a 12th straight win and at least one 
point for an 18th consecutive game 

By Walt Ruff 

NEW YORK - The Carolina Hurricanes will try to extend their 
historic win and point streaks Tuesday night at Madison 
Square Garden, facing the New York Rangers for the first 
time this season. 

When: Tuesday, January 3 

Puck Drop: 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 25-6-6 (56 Points, 1st, Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-4 Shootout Victory over the New Jersey 
Devils on Sunday, January 1 

Rangers Record: 20-12-6 (46 Points, 4th, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Rangers Last Game: 5-3 Win over the Florida Panthers on 
Sunday, January 1 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: A wild roller coaster affair Sunday in Newark 
concluded with the 11th consecutive win for Rod 
Brind'Amour's squad. Derek Stepan and Stefan Noesen both 
had multi-point games for the club and Martin Necas was 
able to force overtime inside the final five minutes after the 
Canes had squandered their third period lead. In the 
shootout Andrei Svechnikov scored the game-deciding goal 
and Antti Raanta stopped all three attempts to win his 
seventh consecutive decision. 

Points In 17 In A Row: Sunday's victory improved Carolina's 
point streak to a franchise record 17 games in a row. Dating 
back to Friday, November 25, the team has gone 15-0-2. 
The streak is now the longest by any team in the NHL this 
season. It is currently tied for the 23rd-longest streak in NHL 
history. A win would move them into a tie for 15th. The 1979-
80 Philadelphia Flyers earned points in 35 straight games. 

11 Straight Wins: With a win over New Jersey, the Canes 
now have 11 in a row dating back to 12/10 on Long Island. It 
is the first time in team history that the team has moved a 
winning streak to double-digits. The team has scored 40 
goals since the run began and allowed just 21, both ranking 
second in the league in their respective categories. 

Road Warriors: In addition to their overall successes, the 
Canes also have at least one point in their last 12 road 
games. They are 8-0-4 dating back to November 14, now 
tied for the longest streak in franchise history. The 
organization has only won 12 in a row away from PNC Arena 
once, coming back in 2004. 

Father Finn The Star: The NHL revealed it's Stars of the 
Week yesterday afternoon, naming Antti Raanta one of 

them. The netminder went 3-0-0 with a 1.30 goals against 
average and a .944 save percentage last week. The 33-year-
old veteran has now won his last seven decisions, dating 
back to November 25, and has improved to 10-2-2 on the 
season. 

Kochetkov's Great December: Antti Raanta's honors on 
Monday came fewer than 24 hours after his current 
goaltending partner, Pyotr Kochetkov, was named the 
league's Rookie of the Month for the month of December. 
The 23-year-old went 7-0-1 in December with a 1.63 goals 
against average and a .939 save percentage. 

On The Other Side: Gerard Gallant's club enters Tuesday's 
contest 7-2-1 in their last 10 games. After a little bit more of a 
turbulent start to the season than maybe they had hoped, the 
team ranks in the middle tier of all NHL clubs when it comes 
to goals for (15th), goals against (11th), power play (14th) 
and penalty kill (13th). Forwards Artemi Panarin and Mika 
Zibanejad are both producing at over a point-per-game pace, 
while former Hurricane Vincent Trocheck has 30 points in 38 
games. Star netminder Igor Shesterkin has played 28 of the 
team's 38 games and has a save percentage of .918. 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. He has recently taken 
part in team practices and morning skates in a no-
contact jersey, but there is no current timetable for 
his return. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-
body injury on November 6. He has been practicing 
with the team since December 8, but there is 
currently no timetable for his return. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty suffered a torn Achilles 
tendon in August. He has been skating for over a 
month now and just this week graduated from the 
no-contact sweater he had been working in. 
Originally expected to return in February, Rod 
Brind'Amour said on Thursday that it is possible 
Pacioretty joins the lineup within the next 10 games, 
giving an approximate benchmark of a game at 
some point prior to, or, on January 19 vs. 
Minnesota. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
white jerseys with red helmets. 

Milestone Watch: A win tonight would give Rod Brind'Amour 
200 wins as a head coach. It would also make him the 
second-fastest coach to 200 wins in league history, matching 
Bruce Boudreau (326 games). 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes are scheduled to return to Raleigh post-game 
and practice on Wednesday, before returning to game action 
on Thursday when Nino Niederreiter and the Nashville 
Predators come to PNC Arena.
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Carolina visits New York after Stepan’s 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (25-6-6, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. New York Rangers (20-12-6, fourth in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

New York; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit the New York 
Rangers after Derek Stepan scored two goals in the 
Hurricanes’ 5-4 shootout win over the New Jersey Devils. 

New York has a 4-6-0 record in Metropolitan Division play 
and a 20-12-6 record overall. The Rangers have a +18 
scoring differential, with 121 total goals scored and 103 
conceded. 

Carolina has gone 25-6-6 overall with a 10-1-0 record 
against the Metropolitan Division. The Hurricanes have given 
up 94 goals while scoring 115 for a +21 scoring differential. 

The teams meet Tuesday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Vincent Trocheck has scored 13 goals 
with 17 assists for the Rangers. Artemi Panarin has four 
goals and six assists over the past 10 games. 

Martin Necas has scored 16 goals with 20 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Stefan Noesen has five goals and three assists 
over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Rangers: 7-2-1, averaging 3.4 goals, 5.7 
assists, 2.5 penalties and five penalty minutes while giving 
up 2.2 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 10-0-0, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.1 assists, 4.1 
penalties and 8.2 penalty minutes while giving up 2.1 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Rangers: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Max Pacioretty: out (achilles).

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes @ New York Rangers: Game Preview 

The Hurricanes look to extend their point and win streaks as 
they faceoff against the Rangers for the first time this 
season. 

By Ryan Henkel 

Carolina Hurricanes (25-6-6) at New York Rangers (20-12-6) 

2022-23 Regular Season — Game 38 

Sunday, January 3, 2023 — 7:00 pm ET 

Madison Square Garden — New York City, NY 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Blueshirt Banter 

Game Notes 

 This will be the first meeting between the two teams 
since Carolina lost in Game 7 to New York in the 
second round of the playoffs last year. 

 Former Hurricane Vincent Trocheck is now a 
member of the Rangers and has 13 goals and 30 
points in 38 games. 

 Martin Necas has been red-hot for the Hurricanes 
as of late. He leads the team with 36 points and is 
currently on a 5-game point streak with his most 
recent point being the late, third period game tying 
goal against the New Jersey Devils. 

 If Carolina can pull off the win, it will be Rod 
Brind’Amour’s 200th career win behind the bench in 
just his 326th game. He would become the second 
fastest head coach to reach that milestone, 
alongside Bruce Boudreau — also 326 — and only 
behind Day Bylsma (316). 

 At least one point on the road would also give the 
Hurricanes a new franchise record for longest road 
point streak at 13 games.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/what-to-watch-for-in-the-first-half-of-2023/c-339215718 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-january-3-at-new-york/c-339457340 
https://apnews.com/article/sports-carolina-hurricanes-new-jersey-devils-nhl-hockey-north-dfd1cd205c7249869df10636d46ce168 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/3/23536686/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-preview 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

1208638 New York Rangers 

 

Vincent Trocheck, Rangers aim to slow red-hot Hurricanes at home 

 

Mollie Walker3-3 minutes 1/3/2023 

 

The Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes will storm into Madison 
Square Garden on Tuesday night looking to continue their surge toward 
the top of the NHL as winners of 11 straight games. 

It’ll be the first meeting between the Hurricanes and Rangers since the 
two clubs battled it out for position in the standings and then squared off 
in the second round of the playoffs last season. For Carolina, which will 
certainly be seeking vengeance for the Rangers ending their 2021-22 
season, they’ll have to face their former teammate, Vincent Trocheck, in 
order to do so. 

“I thought all the games were good,” head coach Gerard Gallant said of 
Rangers’ seven-game series against the Canes, in which they battled 
back from down 2-0. “I thought we played a great series against them. I 
thought we played some of our best games, obviously, in that series. It 
was outstanding. I don’t think there was any one key, I just thought it was 
a homer series. But the first two games of the series, I thought we should 
have won both those games in Carolina. 

“They were great games, it was back and forth. That series went seven 
games, it was a battle and we found a way to win that Game 7 in their 
building.” 

The Rangers got a good look at Trocheck during that postseason series. 
After he scored three goals and dished five assists in seven games 
against the Bruins, Trocheck scored a goal in each of the last three 
games against the Rangers, including a shorthanded tally that helped 
propel Carolina to a 3-1 win and 3-2 series lead in Game 5. 

New York Rangers center Vincent Trocheck (16) celebrates his power 
play goal against the New Jersey Devils during the second period at 
Madison Square Garden. 

Vincent Trocheck, celebrating a power-play goal against the Devils on 
Dec. 12, is much more shoot-first than Ryan Strome was. 

USA TODAY Sports 

Trocheck has found his stride for the first time since pulling on a Rangers 
jersey. Over the past 12 games, the 29-year-old center has collected 15 

points in the form of five goals and 10 assists. Trocheck has also posted 
multi-point efforts in six of those games. 

Most of Trocheck’s recent success came while playing on a line with 
Chris Kreider and Jimmy Vesey, but Trocheck has since been moved 
back to the second line — where he’s spent most of the season — next 
to Artemi Panarin. 

Mika Zibanejad had a maintenance day on Monday and sat out of 
practice. Jonny Brodzinski filled in for the Swedish center, which 
indicates he will be scratched for a second straight game Tuesday night. 
The rest of the lineup looked the same as it did against the Panthers on 
Sunday. 

New York Post LOADED: 01.03.2023 
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Surging Kaapo Kakko earning spot back on Rangers' top line 

 

Mollie Walker4-5 minutes 1/2/2023 

 

Gerard Gallant has deployed seven different first-line combinations this 
season, but the Rangers head coach is back to his starting point. 

It was only a matter of time before Kaapo Kakko was reinstated to the 
right-wing spot next to Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider. The fact is, the 
21-year-old Finn has been the most effective of anyone who has stepped 
into that role. The other fact, however, is that the aforementioned trio 
hasn’t been consistent enough to compel Gallant to build the rest of the 
lineup around it. Both can be true at the same time, but either way, the 
Rangers have doubled back when it comes to their top unit. 

Since Pavel Buchnevich was traded to St. Louis last year after a career 
season, the Rangers haven’t had a no-brainer winger to plug in next to 
Zibanejad and Kreider on a consistent basis. But Kakko could — and 
should — be the next face carved into the Rangers’ equivalent of Mount 
Rushmore for players who have not only excelled, but made the club’s 
two longest-tenured players better. 

“We’ve been lucky to play with some really skilled players,” Kreider told 
The Post Monday after practice at MSG Training Center. “Some really 
responsible players, guys who are committed to playing a north game, 
which I think certainly complements how we want to play — and vice 
versa. [Mats Zuccarello] was really good at holding onto pucks, drawing 
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people in and opening up Mika. Winning puck battles, good on the walls. 
And the same can be said for Buch and Jesper [Fast] and Kaapo.” 

Rangers 

Kaapo Kakko is be returning to the Rangers top line. 

The only descriptor Gallant has used when analyzing Kakko’s play as of 
late is “outstanding.” Kakko served up the primary assists on one of 
Zibanejad’s two goals and Kreider’s tally in the 5-3 win over the Panthers 
that kicked off 2023 on Sunday. To put this season in perspective, Kakko 
is only six points shy of tying his career-high of 23 points, which he sset 
as a rookie during the pandemic-shortened 2019-20 season. 

Kakko, who is one goal away from matching the 10 he posted in his first 
season, has maintained that he’s played some of his best hockey as an 
NHLer while on a line with Kreider and Zibanejad. After playing with 
those two for the first 13 games of the season, Kakko will skate there for 
a third straight game Tuesday night against the Hurricanes at the 
Garden. 

“Regardless of how many changes you’ve had since the beginning of the 
year, you’re always trying to build chemistry and get a feel for your 
linemates, who sometimes it takes years,” Kreider said. “Some lines who 
stay together for a long time and it becomes kind of second nature. Keep 
building. For us, it’s just the comfortability with [Kakko] because you 
know he’s going to make the right play, you know he’s going to support 
the puck, hold on to the puck. 

“He’s obviously a very good goal-scorer, but his ability to see the ice is 
pretty special, too. Some of the plays he’s been making, going back to 
the playoffs.” 

Of all the top-line combinations the Rangers have had this season, 
Kakko’s union with Kreider and Zibanejad has recorded the most 
encouraging numbers. In 159:09 of ice time, according to Natural Stat 
Trick, those three have outscored opponents 7-4 and have held a 114-83 
edge in scoring chances. 

The only other trio with that kind of sample size has been Kreider, 
Zibanejad and Jimmy Vesey, who have started on a line together for a 
combined 12 games and 114:42, over which they have been on the ice 
for seven Rangers goals and four against. They have, however, been 
out-chanced 114-83. 

If Kakko wants to join the likes of Zuccarello, Fast, and Buchnevich as a 
winger who made the Kreider-Zibanejad duo that much better, he is 
going to have to find that finishing touch. Every post he’s hit and every 
ridiculous stretch of possession that’s ended with the puck just barely 
missing the net indicates Kakko is close. 

“Just didn’t score,” Kakko told The Post of his first go-around with 
Zibanejad and Kreider this season. ”I think it’s time to score some goals.” 

New York Post LOADED: 01.03.2023 
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NY Rangers projected lineup: Braden Schneider is blossoming into 
complete defenseman 

 

VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO   8 minutes ago 

 

TARRYTOWN - The New York Rangers' top line featuring Chris Kreider, 
Mika Zibanejad and Kaapo Kakko is understandably garnering attention 
for their recent scoring spree. But their first goal in Sunday's 5-3 win over 
the Florida Panthers doesn't happen without the efforts of a blossoming 
defenseman. 

Braden Schneider's opportunistic give-and-go, followed by an aggressive 
puck retrieval and skillful no-look pass, made the Kakko-to-Zibanejad 
finish possible. 

It's the kind of play that has been catching his head coach's eye. 

"He knows when to jump in," Gerard Gallant said following Monday's 
practice at the MSG Training Center. "He’s been really good at it." 

Schneider was selected 19th overall in the 2020 NHL Draft because he fit 
the mold of the hard-to-play-against defensemen the Rangers wanted to 
integrate. He's been steady in that blue-collar role since his debut nearly 
one year ago − "I don't remember being upset with his play at any time 
this year or last year," Gallant said − but there's been a noticeable uptick 
in recent weeks. 

The 21-year-old has collected seven points (four goals and three assists) 
in the last 19 games, beginning with his first goal of the season on Nov. 
22 in Los Angeles, without compromising on the defensive end. The 
Rangers have outscored opponents, 17-6, during that span with him on 
the ice at even strength. 

"I think it just comes with time," Schneider said. "I feel like I have a better 
understanding of what I need to do for our team to help us be successful. 
And when I play within my strengths and within my game, good things 
happen. I feel like my game is really a tale of less is more. Whenever I do 
less and keep things simple, I feel more confidence and more things tend 
to happen that are good. So, I’m think playing simple, hard hockey, and 
it’s going well right now." 

His defensive reputation may cause some to overlook aspects of his 
game that give him higher upside than a typical stay-at-home guy. 

Schneider is an above-average skater for a 6-foot-3, 208-pounder, 
allowing him to both push the pace on the offensive rush and quickly 
backtrack into the D zone. He's also put in extra effort to improve his 
right-handed shot and find lanes to use it, which has been evident during 
this productive stretch. 

"It's something that I've been really trying to work on, is getting my feet 
moving on the blue line, changing the angle a little bit and just making 
sure I beat that first guy (to the lane)," he said. "Some of it is a little bit of 
luck, but I feel like you work hard for luck. Luck comes to those who are 
working hard." 

Pucks sneaking through traffic and fortunate bounces surely help, but 
Schneider's recognition for when to get involved offensively and when to 
hold tight is advanced for his age. 

That's a matter of instincts and hockey IQ − two traits the Saskatchewan, 
Canada native is proving to have. 

"If I see we have a lot of speed going up the ice and it looks like a guy 
didn't (cover) me or I'm in front of the guy that's supposed to be covering 
me, I'm going," he said. "I don't think I've been hesitating too much lately. 
When it looks to be open, that's when I try to get up. If I have someone in 
front of me or it looks like it's a low-percentage play, I think it's smart to 
back off. And if it's wide open, why not?" 

That calculated approach explains why Gallant has entrusted him to play 
in all 20 playoff games last year and each of the Rangers' 38 games so 
far this season. 

In turn, the long leash has allowed Schneider to spread his wings and 
morph into a valuable lineup regular. 

"I feel like each game I'm gaining a little bit more trust," Schneider said. 
"I've been very fortunate. I've been put in a good spot to succeed and 
they've used me well here. It's only helped build my game. I definitely feel 
their confidence in me and helping me elevate my game. It's a good 
feeling, for sure." 

While the points have been a pleasant surprise, Schneider's primary 
focus remains doing his job on the back end. 
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That commitment has fueled Gallant's faith in him, as opposed to other 
prospects who have struggled to hold down consistent roles because the 
coach isn't sold on their defensive play. 

"I would rather have a game where I don't get scored on than have two 
goals. I really take a lot of pride in being a guy who you can trust in your 
own end," Schneider said. "I feel like my game also builds a lot from 
there, too. If I'm moving the puck well and breaking plays up, I have more 
confidence going up with the play. So, it all starts in my own end and 
making sure I'm doing the right things." 

NY Rangers (20-12-6) projected lineup: Game 39 vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (25-6-6) 

When: Tuesday, Jan. 3 at 7 p.m. 

Where: Madison Square Garden 

TV/Radio: MSG Network/ESPN 98.7 FM 

Forwards 

Top line ⊳ Chris Kreider (LW) ⋄ Mika Zibanejad (C) ⋄ Kaapo Kakko (RW) 

Second line ⊳ Artemi Panarin (LW) ⋄ Vincent Trocheck (C) ⋄ Vitali 
Kravtsov (RW) 

Third line ⊳ Alexis Lafrenière (LW) ⋄ Filip Chytil (C) ⋄ Jimmy Vesey (RW) 

Fourth line ⊳ Sammy Blais (LW) ⋄ Barclay Goodrow (C) ⋄ Julien Gauthier 
(RW) 

Defensemen 

Top pair ⊳ Ryan Lindgren (L) ⋄ Adam Fox (R) 

Second pair ⊳ K'Andre Miller (L) ⋄ Jacob Trouba (R) 

Third pair ⊳ Ben Harpur (L) ⋄ Braden Schneider (R) 

Goalies 

Starter ⊳ Igor Shesterkin 

Backup ⊳ Jaroslav Halák 

Healthy scratches: F Jonny Brodzinski and D Libor Hájek 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano 

Bergen Record LOADED: 01.03.2023 
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Rangers face big test versus Hurricanes at MSG 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

Updated January 3, 2023 2:21 am3-4 minutes 1/2/2023 

 

The Rangers were pleased about taking three of a possible four points 
on their New Year’s weekend trip to Florida, losing a six-round shootout 
to Tampa Bay on Thursday and beating Florida on Sunday to climb back 
into a wild-card playoff position. 

Their next game, though, represents a clear step up in class. 

The Blueshirts will be back at Madison Square Garden on Tuesday night 
to host the Carolina Hurricanes, winners of 11 straight games, leaders of 
the Metropolitan Division and owners of the second-best record in the 
NHL (25-6-6). 

“Yeah, they’re a great team,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said after the 
Rangers’ practice Monday at their Greenburgh training facility. “They’re 

on a roll, obviously, and the way they play, they play a fast game, faster 
than probably any team in the NHL.’’ 

“I liked our Florida trip, but [the Hurricanes are] a hot team. Coming in, 
they’ve been playing good hockey,’’ Jacob Trouba said. “We know what 
to expect. 

“Every game’s important. You see how tight the standings are [five points 
separate teams 2 through 6 in the Metropolitan Division]. It’s probably 
going to be that way the whole way down. We’re looking forward to the 
challenge. We’ve got to beat the teams in front of us.’’ 

Carolina has earned points in a franchise-record 17 straight games. The 
Hurricanes came back to force a shootout and beat the Devils in Newark 
on New Year’s Day. Former Ranger Derek Stepan, the fourth-line center, 
had two goals in that one. 

The Hurricanes have four solid lines that provide balance, if not so much 
flash, and they have one of the best coaches in the league in Rod 
Brind’Amour. 

“They’re aggressive in the ‘D’ zone, they’re fast in the neutral zone, [and] 
in the offensive zone, they put a lot of pucks to the net and a lot of 
traffic,’’ Gallant said. “So that’s why they’re in the top of the standings. 
They’re a good team.’’ 

They’re a good team that the Rangers (20-12-6) beat in the second 
round of the playoffs last season, winning a seven-game series in which 
each team won at home until the Rangers won at Carolina in Game 7. 

Over the summer, the Rangers signed center Vincent Trocheck away 
from the Hurricanes as a free agent. Carolina also parted with former 
Rangers defenseman Tony DeAngelo, trading him to his hometown 
Philadelphia Flyers. They replaced them by trading for forward Max 
Pacioretty from Vegas and defenseman Brent Burns from San Jose. 

Pacioretty underwent Achilles tendon surgery in October and has yet to 
play a game for the Hurricanes, though he has been practicing with the 
team recently. 

Trocheck is the Rangers’ fourth-leading scorer (behind Artemi Panarin, 
Mika Zibanejad and Adam Fox). He has 13 goals and 17 assists in 38 
games. 

Gallant figures Trocheck is looking forward to playing against his old 
team. 

“He played with those guys the last couple years,’’ Gallant said. “I think 
he’ll be excited.’’ 

Notes & quotes: Zibanejad did not practice Monday for “maintenance’’ 
reasons, the Rangers said. 
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Rangers' struggling power play scores first goal in odd fashion 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

Updated January 2, 2023 12:57 am3-3 minutes 1/1/2023 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — The Rangers’ power play has not been the dangerous 
weapon this season that it has been in the past. The extra-man unit 
entered Sunday’s game against the Florida Panthers having scored on 
21.4% of its man-up opportunities, 18th in the league. 

More recently, the Rangers’ power play had scored on one of its previous 
17 chances in the four games before Sunday. 
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“I think we’re possessing the puck well,’’ point man Adam Fox said 
Saturday. “Maybe it’s got to get a little greasy, I think. It’s not so much 
we’re fighting getting set up or anything like that. I think we’re just 
struggling to put the puck in the back of the net.’’ 

Fox said the Rangers needed to get an ugly goal to get things started, 
and they certainly got one at the start of Sunday’s game when they were 
credited with a power-play goal without taking a shot and without actually 
having a man advantage. 

The Rangers were skating four-on-four, with Vincent Trocheck in the 
penalty box serving a roughing penalty, and they were supposed to have 
a power play when he came out. 

So coach Gerard Gallant got the other four members of the top power-
play unit on the ice in anticipation of Trocheck, the fifth member of the 
first unit, joining them. 

Mika Zibanejad took a pass from Artemi Panarin, drove the middle, split 
two defenders and went in alone on Florida goalie Sergei Bobrovsky. 
Zibanejad lost control of the puck, but it slithered through Bobrovsky to 
put the Rangers ahead 1-0. 

The puck crossed the goal line at 14:36 of the period, the same time as 
Trocheck’s penalty expired. 

It was determined to be a power-play goal, even though Trocheck hadn’t 
stepped on the ice. And Sam Bennett, who’d been serving a goalie 
interference penalty for Florida, was released from the box. 

Blue notes 

With Alexis Lafreniere back in the lineup after his one-game absence, 
Gallant opted to scratch forward Jonny Brodzinski, who had played in 11 
straight games. Lafreniere had one shot on goal in 11:48 of ice time .  .  . 
Jaroslav Halak, who made 32 saves, won for the third time in four starts 
after beginning his Rangers career 0-5-1. He entered Sunday with an 
.890 save percentage. 
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Mika Zibanejad scores twice, Rangers hold off Panthers 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

Updated January 2, 2023 12:56 am4-5 minutes 1/1/2023 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — The new year started off on the right note for the 
Rangers. They took advantage of a Florida team playing its third game in 
four nights and beat the Panthers, 5-3, on Sunday at FLA Live Arena to 
complete a two-game trip in which they took three of a possible four 
points. 

“Of course you want all four, and I feel like we played well enough to get 
all four,’’ Vincent Trocheck said. “In Tampa [on Thursday], it comes down 
to a shootout. Anybody can win a shootout [and there were] two really 
good goalies, obviously. But I think you look at it . . . three out of four is 
pretty good.’’ 

“I’m real happy with it, definitely,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said of the 1-0-1 
trip. “You’re winning . . . and you’re building points up. We come back 
from the Christmas break with three tough games, and we got three 
points out of it. You want better, but the road trip was tough. Tampa is a 
great team, Florida is a good team, and I think if you leave here with 
three out of four points, I’ll take it.’’ 

Against the Panthers, the Rangers got two goals from Mika Zibanejad, a 
goal and an assist each from Chris Kreider, Artemi Panarin and 

Trocheck, and a pair of assists each from Kaapo Kakko and Adam Fox to 
snap a two-game skid. 

The Rangers (20-12-6) will face the Metropolitan Division-leading 
Carolina Hurricanes at Madison Square Garden on Tuesday. 

Zibanejad’s first goal, at 14:36 of the first period, gave the Blueshirts a 1-
0 lead. He was the beneficiary of puck luck after skating in alone on 
goalie Sergei Bobrovsky but losing control of the puck. It still trickled 
through Bobrovsky’s legs. 

Zibanejad’s second goal (his 18th of the season), at 10:30 of the second 
period, made it 2-0. 

Backup goalie Jaroslav Halak, getting a surprise start for the Rangers, 
was solid for the first period-and-a-half before Florida’s Nick Cousins 
beat him with a shot from the right wing to pull the Panthers within 2-1 at 
13:57. 

Halak, 37, playing for the first time since Dec. 17, made 32 saves. He 
won for the third time in his last four starts and is 3-6-1 overall. 

“He’s on our team,’’ Gallant said when asked why he started Halak even 
though No. 1 goalie Igor Shesterkin was rested. 

“No goalie in the NHL is going to play 82 games,’’ Gallant said. “Igor’s 
played great; Jaro’s played really good. [Halak] just had . . . one bad 
game, and we liked the way he’s played. He’s a big part of our group. 
And that was in the plan, and that’s what we stick with.’’ 

Kakko, playing his second straight game on the top line with Zibanejad 
and Kreider, set up Zibanejad’s second goal and Kreider’s 17th goal, 
which made it 3-1 at 15:44. 

Both times Kakko sent nifty passes to teammates standing in front of the 
net and they were able to convert. 

“He was outstanding,’’ Gallant said. “I thought he was great. He made 
some great plays on those goals, and you know, even in Tampa, I 
thought he played a hard, gritty game . . . So I really liked the way he’s 
played the last couple for sure.’’ 

Florida (16-18-4), which has lost five of its last six games, managed to 
stay close thanks to goals by Sam Bennett and former Ranger Eric Staal. 

Bennett scored on a power play at 19:02 of the second period to pull the 
Panthers within 3-2. Then, after Trocheck’s power-play goal at 1:38 of 
the third period, Staal scored at 2:53 to pull Florida within 4-3. 

Panarin scored his 10th goal of the season at 10:04 of the third to restore 
the Rangers’ two-goal lead. 
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What we’re hearing about the Rangers two months from the trade 
deadline 

 

Arthur Staple8-10 minutes 1/3/2023 

 

It’s never too early to tell you all what we’re hearing about the Rangers 
and their roster. Now that the calendar has flipped to 2023, we might as 
well get things started. 

A few basics: These items are based on conversations with a number of 
NHL executives and scouts and, with two months until the trade deadline, 
there’s not much concrete talk out there. But the way the Rangers have 
played through 38 games has likely shaped the internal conversations 
GM Chris Drury has with his own scouting staff as the team starts to 
identify where it could upgrade and who might be available. 
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According to Cap Friendly, the Rangers could add contracts worth $2.93 
million right now. That number will continue to increase if the Rangers 
continue to carry 22 players on the roster and accrue cap space as the 
season goes along. The Rangers also have two first-round picks in the 
upcoming draft, their own and the Stars’ top-10 protected pick from the 
Nils Lundkvist trade. 

Some of the players mentioned below could require salary-cap hit 
retention from another team to make a trade work. There’s plenty of time 
for that. 

Here’s the first of many for this Rangers trade season: 

Do they go big-ticket? 

One of the things Drury is likely pondering now is whether his team 
needs a major lineup jolt before March 3 or a couple of smaller tweaks. 
The big name, of course, is Patrick Kane, who almost certainly will ask 
the Hawks to move him in the next two months. 

Kane has a full no-move clause, so he has a say in where he lands for 
the stretch run and the playoffs. A league source said Kane spent part of 
the offseason scouting out cities he isn’t familiar with, though New York 
doesn’t exactly need a scouting visit. And Kane’s all-time favorite 
linemate, Artemi Panarin, is here in case Kane needs further enticing. 

If this were a case of the trading team and need, the Rangers would 
likely pass if they had to make a call on Kane this week. Kane is still an 
elite player who can distribute with the best of them — he ranks 25th in 
the league with 11.45 expected assists so far this season (courtesy of 
Clear Sight Hockey). But the Rangers have three players ranked higher: 
Panarin, Adam Fox and Mika Zibanejad. So they’re pretty good in the 
passing department already. 

And Kane’s arrival would necessitate a power-play reconfiguration for a 
Rangers team that’s barely altered its top power-play unit in two years. 
The Rangers’ power play has scuffled this season and sits 15th in the 
league right now, so it could use a jolt, but another pass-first presence? 
Maybe not so necessary. 

Now, as one team executive noted, Kane could simply tell Hawks GM 
Kyle Davidson he only wants to be a Ranger. If that happens and Drury 
can get Kane for nothing more than, say, what the Bruins gave the 
Sabres for Taylor Hall two years ago (a second-rounder and a middling 
prospect), plus the Hawks retain 50 percent of Kane’s cap hit, then you 
probably make that deal and sort out the pieces after. 

We’re still some time away from that scenario. 

There aren’t a ton of other big-cap hit, big-impact players currently on 
offer. Blues captain Ryan O’Reilly has the sort of hard-edged skill playoff 
teams covet but he’s out six weeks at minimum with a broken foot, 
meaning his trade market might only materialize on deadline day. Bo 
Horvat could still extend in Vancouver but even if he does not, his trade 
market will be intense and the Rangers don’t really have the assets to 
compete at that high a level, nor the cap space to try and sign Horvat if 
they did acquire him somehow. 

A deadline redux? 

If Drury and the Rangers choose to go with cheaper depth additions 
there’s a familiar name on the list of intriguing possibilities: Senators 
forward Tyler Motte. The 27-year-old is currently on injured reserve with 
a broken finger but he’s having the same kind of season in Ottawa that 
he was having in Vancouver before the Rangers acquired Motte for a 
2023 fourth-rounder on deadline day last March. 

The Rangers couldn’t find room for Motte this offseason but it wasn’t for a 
lack of trying before Motte signed a one-year, $1.35-million deal with the 
Senators. Ottawa is seven points out of a playoff spot and would need a 
huge run to get back in the race, so Ottawa’s pending free agents could 
be available soon. 

If the Rangers decide to add to their bottom six, they will have room to 
add in another spot that Drury has been trying to fix since he took the job 
last spring: The left side of the third pair. 

Zac Jones and Libor Hajek rotated in that spot the first 30 games and 
clearly neither impressed Drury nor Gerard Gallant. Ben Harpur, who 
signed an amateur tryout and then a two-way NHL contract, has held the 
spot down the last eight games and performed capably. 

But Drury is surely keeping an eye on the lefty rental market. It’s as thin 
as it was when the GM tried to find a candidate for a pro tryout before 
training camp. Nathan Beaulieu spurned the Rangers and went with the 
Ducks, where he earned a one-year deal for the vet minimum of 
$750,000 and has played 21 games for the league’s worst team. He 
could probably be had now for a low-round pick. 

The Ducks also have Dmitry Kulikov, who is playing 20 minutes a night 
on his fifth team in four years. 

If the Rangers want to go full reunion at the deadline they could look 
again at Justin Braun, who signed with the Flyers and would also be 
quite available. The 35-year-old did a decent job on the left side with the 
Rangers in the playoffs. Surely they would prefer a lefty this time around 
but perhaps another mid-round pick would be enough to secure Braun 
again if other options fall through. 

Other names to file away 

Vladislav Gavrikov is likely this year’s Ben Chiarot/David Savard: A solid 
defender for whom someone will overpay to rent before the deadline. The 
27-year-old lefty and pending UFA is almost certainly going to be moved 
by Columbus and end up with a big payday next summer. The Rangers 
don’t need that kind of long-term add and, if the cost is the same as 
Savard/Chiarot (a first-rounder plus another mid-round pick), it’s hard to 
see Drury pulling the trigger unless there’s an injury issue on the left side. 

Adam Erne could be an intriguing addition to a team in need of a bottom-
six wing with some skill. The 27-year-old is on a career-high 30-point 
pace for the Red Wings, who haven’t fallen out of the East playoff race 
but aren’t trending in the right direction. 

Who goes? 

If you were taking bets on which young Ranger forward was the odd man 
out before the season began, Kaapo Kakko was likely at the top of the 
list. Now, Kakko is playing well on the top line, so it would be a shock if 
he were moved for the likes of Kane or anyone else. 

Alexis Lafrenière’s name leapt into the rumor mill with his one-game 
scratch last week but there’s zero chance the Rangers move him now, 
when his value is low. Vitali Kravtsov is getting regular middle-six 
minutes, so he’d also be a surprise to be moved. 

If the Rangers go for smaller fish like Motte, Erne or someone similar, the 
odd man out of the lineup is likely Sammy Blais — and he might end up 
on the trade market, with a $1.525-million cap hit that could be put to 
better use. Blais still has zero goals as a Ranger since he came over 
from the Blues, and his 2022-23 season has been unremarkable in every 
way. 

Among the Rangers prospects, Brennan Othmann is almost certainly off-
limits, particularly in any deal for a rental. Matthew Robertson probably is 
as well, along with goalie prospect Dylan Garand. Drury navigated four 
deadline deals last spring and gave up only Morgan Barron from the 
organizational depth chart, so his preference may be again to hold onto 
as many of his prospects as possible and just deal from the draft-pick 
pool. 
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Nashville Predators forward Filip Forsberg named NHL's first star of the 
week 

 

PAUL SKRBINA   13 hours ago 

 

A strong week brought with it some good news for Nashville Predators 
forward Filip Forsberg. 

The 28-year-old was named the NHL's first star of the week for the week 
ending Jan. 1. 

Forsberg earned the honor after posting five goals, including his eighth 
career hat trick Saturday during an overtime loss to the Vegas Golden 
Knights. He also had two assists in those three games to give him seven 
points for the week. 

After scoring a goal during a 3-2 loss to the Dallas Stars on Dec. 27, 
Forsberg had back-to-back three-point games for the second time in his 
career. He picked up his 500th career point with the tying goal against 
the Golden Knights. 

His 32 points, which include a team-best 14 goals, are tops on the 
Predators. 

Forsberg had a career-best 84 points, including 42 goals, in 69 games 
last season and signed an eight-year, $68 million deal last summer after 
becoming an unrestricted free agent. 

San Jose Sharks defenseman Erik Karlsson, who had seven assists, was 
named second star while Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta (3-0-0, 
1.30 GAA, .944 save%) was named third star. 

The Predators face the Anaheim Ducks on Tuesday night (7 p.m., Bally 
Sports South) before beginning a five-game, nine-day road trip Thursday 
at Carolina. 
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Uncertain of future with Columbus Blue Jackets, Gustav Nyquist 
continues leadership role 

 

BRIAN HEDGER 

 

Adam Boqvist was mid-sentence during a recent interview when the door 
to the players’ lounge swung open inside the Blue Jackets' locker room.  

Gustav Nyquist stood in the doorway. The veteran forward made eye 
contact with Boqvist, a 22-year old defenseman, and pointed to his 
wristwatch.  

“We’re doing some bench presses, me and Gus,” Boqvist said, smiling. 
“It’s fun. He just wants me to get stronger. He’s like my big brother.”  

Nyquist, 33, isn’t the only member of the Blue Jackets who’d like to see 
his Swedish countryman get stronger. His willingness to get involved in 
the process, however, is notable. Nyquist is in the final year of a four-
year contract and might not finish the season in Columbus if a 
contending team takes an interest before the NHL’s March 3 trade 
deadline.  

His future in Columbus is unknown, yet Nyquist continues to provide 
leadership and consistency for a team struggling with injuries and 
inexperience. The most recent example were his two shorthanded goals 
Saturday in a 4-1 victory over the Chicago Blackhawks, which helped 
end a seven-game losing streak and were a franchise record for a player 
in one game.  

“Gus is a pro,” coach Brad Larsen said. “He’s very consistent in what he 
brings you. I’ve had him all over (the lineup) this year with different guys 
and he never complains. He’s just goes about his business. He’s a guy 
that puts the work in.” 

Will the Columbus Blue Jackets trade Gustav Nyquist? 

Nyquist is also a player who could be moved before the trade deadline. 

Given his consistent two-way style and added penalty-killing skill, there’s 
a possibility he could fetch multiple picks in lower rounds or even a late 
first-round pick from a contender looking to bolster its depth up front.  

It’s something Nyquist hoped he wouldn’t need to think about after the 
Blue Jackets signed star forward Johnny Gaudreau and re-signed Patrik 
Laine last summer.  

“I’m rattled enough that we have to talk about it at this point,” Nyquist 
said. “It’s not the way I foresaw this season going, especially with the 
signings. It’s just the reality of the situation, unfortunately. It’s not me 
making the decisions, so it’s another trade deadline where your name 
might be out there and you don’t know what’s true or not.”  

It was similar last season.   

Nyquist had a year left on his contract at the 2022 deadline, so the Blue 
Jackets could have moved him to a contender with the assurance he’d 
be part of that team for one more season. Instead, Blue Jackets general 
manager Jarmo Kekalainen opted against a trade after hearing Nyquist 
say that he wanted to remain in Columbus. 

The decision was rooted in Nyquist’s value as a veteran leader on a 
young team, and nothing has changed on that front. Despite the Blue 
Jackets' 11-22-2 record, Nyquist remains intent on leading as one of the 
team's alternate captains. 

His feelings about living in Columbus are also the same. 

Nyquist and his family love the area, so there’s a desire to stay. The 
difference is the lack of a new contract plus the possibility that Nyquist 
could be moved for a valuable trade package and then courted as a free 
agent in July, something he'd be open to exploring. 

“Even with the way this season is going, this is a team that’s going to be 
a force for a long time, once we find our groove and once the young guys 
bloom into the players they’re showing potential to be,” Nyquist said. “I’ve 
loved every minute of being here. I really have. I have nothing but great 
things to say about this place, but we’ll see what happens in the future.” 
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It’s comeback season in the NHL — why have here been so many multi-
goal comebacks? 

 

Jesse Granger8-10 minutes 03/01/2023 

 

A two-goal lead is commonly referred to as the most dangerous lead in 
hockey. Right now, it’s more dangerous than ever. 

There had already been 72 multi-goal comebacks in the NHL entering 
Monday, with less than half of the season elapsed. As a whole, the 
league is on pace to have the most multi-goal leads turned into losses in 
the sport’s history. The record is 138, in 2018-19, and the league is on 
pace for 160 this season. 

As the goal-scoring averages continue to soar, teams are becoming 
better equipped to erase deficits. It’s not simply the dreaded two-goal 
lead. Just last Wednesday, the Penguins took a 4-0 lead into the first 
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intermission against Detroit, only to watch it disintegrate before their eyes 
in a 5-4 overtime loss. 

In the five days after that epic turnaround, seven more teams came back 
to win from at least two goals down. On Thursday, the Senators, Kings 
and Sharks all erased multi-goal deficits to earn two points. On Saturday, 
the Lightning and Red Wings did it as well. 

In Vegas, the Golden Knights and Predators both let two-goal leads slip 
away from them in the same game. Vegas squelched an early 2-0 
Nashville lead with four straight goals, only for the Predators to rally from 
down 4-2 to force overtime. 

Through the first three months of the season, a team has come back to 
win after trailing by two or more goals in 12.2 percent of games. That 
would be the second-highest rate of the NHL’s expansion era, behind 
only the 1985-86 season (14.4) percent, and the rate is up from 7.6 
percent just seven years ago in 2015-16. 

So, why can’t NHL teams hold onto leads? We surveyed several NHL 
head coaches and they all believe it’s a result of the skilled, offensive 
direction the league has taken. 

“I think it ties into the scoring uptick equation,” Kings coach Todd 
McLellan told The Athletic’s Eric Stephens. “When you fall behind, there’s 
more firepower in every lineup.” 

With teams averaging 3.17 goals per game, scoring is at its highest point 
in the last 29 years (3.24 in 1993-94). Rosters are trending younger. 
Bottom-six slots that once were commonly filled by veteran, checking-line 
forwards are now being used to groom younger, skilled players. On the 
blue line, teams are searching for the next great offensive defensemen 
while stay-at-home defensive anchors are becoming less common. 

“I do believe that most teams’ lineups are titled towards offense, so that 
helps you come back,” Vegas coach Bruce Cassidy said. “Then, because 
you’re tilted toward offense when you have a lead, those offensive 
players don’t check as well, so I think it’s both. You used to have a 
bottom of the lineup that was built on protecting leads. Now, a lot of times 
they’re built on young skill that want to come back.” 

It’s always dangerous to read too far into offensive-leaning trends early in 
the season. Scoring has always been easier to come by in the opening 
month, and the numbers generally trend down as teams settle in 
defensively. But now that the season has passed the turn of the calendar 
and is through 45 percent of games, this feels like more than that. Save 
percentage has gone down consistently over the last eight years, and is 
currently at its lowest point in nearly two decades (.905). 

“I don’t want the goalie union upset with me,” Cassidy said. “I just don’t 
think (the overall goaltending) isn’t at the level it was a few years ago, for 
whatever reason. Is that a product of better shooters, or a product of 
younger goaltenders that are still working on their craft? I don’t know the 
answer to that but I suspect it’s both.” 

Better shooting and fewer saves obviously make protecting a lead more 
difficult, and we’re seeing just that. 

“I just think there’s so much skill involved in today’s game that once 
(momentum) gets going, it’s hard to stop it if you’re on the one end,” 
Islanders coach Lane Lambert told The Athletic’s Kevin Kurz. “And you 
can keep it going if you’re on the other end of it.” 

While all of the coaches questioned seemed to agree that the increase in 
scoring is the biggest culprit for the rise in comebacks, Detroit general 
manager Steve Yzerman offered a more specific reasoning for the uptick 
in goals. On TNT in late November, former player and coach Rick 
Tocchet brooded about teams’ inability to hold onto leads in a fascinating 
conversation with Yzerman. 

“Playing against you and your teams back in the day, when it was 2-0 it 
was lockdown city,” Tocchet said. Both he and Yzerman played from the 
mid-1980s until the early 2000s, spending the last half of their careers in 
an NHL with a fraction of the scoring of today’s game. “You guys never 

gave up a lead. This year, it’s driving me crazy. Why is it teams are 
blowing these leads?” 

“Teams are having trouble defending, and figuring out a way of 
defending,” Yzerman replied. “When we played it was pretty simple, 
three-on-three down low and wingers covered the points. Now with these 
defensemen so active, and so much more room, you’re having a lot of 
switches. Teams defend with overloads in the corners, which creates 
confusion when the offensive team breaks the puck out of the corner.” 

When the league pushed the blue lines toward the center line and 
increased the offensive zone to 75 feet in 2005, it gave the attacking 
team more room to work. Now, offensive-minded defensemen regularly 
activate deep into the zone, making defending more complicated. Not 
only do they give teams another skilled player they must defend, but 
responsibilities are also constantly shifting as attacking players fly around 
the zone. 

“The game is in transition, and I think the offensive side of coaching has 
overtaken the defensive side,” Yzerman continued. “Now, coaches are 
going to have to adjust to come up with better defensive techniques or 
systems.” 

With 32 teams, there are obviously more games being played each 
season than ever before, but even when accounting for that, multi-goal 
leads are dissipating at the highest rate in almost 40 years. 

Several coaches offered an additional explanation for why leads are 
increasingly difficult to hold onto. 

“I don’t think you’re really out (of it),” McLellan said. “Putting away the 
whistle used to exist, I think, with the referees. They weren’t going to get 
involved in the game. That doesn’t exist anymore. They make calls right 
to the end and in overtime.” 

With an average of 3.26 power plays per game, teams are getting more 
opportunities than they have in nine seasons. Perhaps more importantly, 
they’re converting power plays into goals at the highest rate in 40 years. 

“I think officials are much more willing to put their arm up and give you a 
five-on-three, or a power play, than maybe before when they were a little 
more hesitant to do that,” Cassidy said. 

Digging further into the numbers, McLellan and Cassidy seem to be spot-
on. Power-play goals are fueling comebacks at an impressive rate. 

Of the 72 multi-goal comebacks to this point in the season, 43 of them 
(60 percent) have included at least one power-play goal. In many cases, 
teams scored multiple power-play goals to reclaim the lead. A total of 54 
power-play goals have been scored in multi-goal comebacks. 

“The power-play production as a whole has gone up quite a bit this 
season,” McLellan said. “If you look at (Thursday’s) game (in which the 
Kings erased a two-goal deficit in the third period to top Colorado 5-4 in 
the shootout), we got one on the power play and then we took 
advantage. They didn’t make very many mistakes — but maybe one 
mistake and it was in the net.” 

The comebacks may drive coaches crazy, but they make for a more 
entertaining product. Long gone are the days of fans considering 
changing the channel when their team gives up two early goals. In 2023, 
your team has got them right where they want them – clinging helplessly 
to the most dangerous lead in hockey. 
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NHL99: Brian Leetch, and that magical 1994 run, through the eyes of a 
young fan 

 

Josh Cooper17-21 minutes 03/01/2023 
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Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

In April 1994, Brian Leetch was worried about his future. 

It’s easy now to view the beginning of the 1994 Stanley Cup playoffs as 
the start of a coronation, the first steps on the New York Rangers’ march 
to ending a 54-year championship drought. 

The team was favored, coming off a 52-win, 112-point Presidents’ 
Trophy-winning regular season. The lineup featured proven winners and 
future Hall of Famers in Mark Messier, Glenn Anderson and Kevin Lowe, 
and a defense corps led by Sergei Zubov and Leetch, who put up 89 and 
79 points, respectively, in the regular season. 

Still, Leetch — arguably the best defenseman in hockey at the time — 
was on edge. 

The last time New York made the playoffs was 1992. That year, they also 
won the Presidents’ Trophy. They were ousted in the second round. 

Coach Mike Keenan had been brought in to exert discipline on the group, 
and core players Mike Gartner and Tony Amonte had been shipped out 
before the trade deadline. 

“Mike Keenan had been trying to push (Rangers GM) Neil Smith to get 
rid of me all year. Him and I had a lot of conflict throughout the year,” 
recalled Leetch, who had played his entire seven-year career to that 
point with the Rangers. “I honestly thought that, if we didn’t do well, that 
might be it.” 

Fans were nervous, too. 

Unless you watched the 1940 team, you hadn’t seen anything 
championship-level special from a Ranger in your lifetime. As an 11-year-
old diehard Rangers fan, I was certainly in that camp. My parents were 
lifelong fans and season-ticket holders. I was born into it. And I had been 
fortunate to go to a lot of regular-season games. I remember the center-
ice seats right below Gate 77. I can still taste the Madison Square 
Garden pizza. 

At least from where my family sat, the weight on the Rangers 
organization felt extraordinary, in part because they were a team 
specifically built for the playoffs. The offense generated by Amonte and 
Gartner was seen as expendable so they were replaced by to get more 
experienced postseason depth in Stephane Matteau, Brian Noonan and 
Anderson. 

With the top team in the NHL (again) and after all those moves for mostly 
aging players (the Rangers dealt up-and-coming checking forward Todd 
Marchant for Craig MacTavish in March and dealt Doug Weight for Esa 
Tikkanen in March the previous year), if the Rangers didn’t win in 1994, it 
felt like they never would. 

“If you lose, you just become another part of a bunch of teams that 
haven’t been able to do it before, no matter how good or bad,” Leetch 
said. “Really, it’s the opportunity that you had. I know Mark Messier 
talked about it all the time. 

“He talked about a lot of different pressures, but he would talk about the 
opportunity we had to do something special. That really is what took the 
pressure off for me as a player. I’m like, ‘Yeah. Can you imagine if you 
win here in New York?’” 

Mike Richter couldn’t keep up with Leetch. 

During the offseason, the two would rollerblade around New York City’s 
Central Park and the Rangers’ goaltender was taken aback by the 
smooth stride of the team’s superstar defenseman. 

“It just never looked like he was making an effort but there he was pulling 
away,” Richter said. “It was four to six miles around the damn park. So 
we’d usually do that. Brian didn’t sprint so much. He would just go at a 
high pace for a long time.” 

Sometimes, others would join them, including Messier, the Rangers’ 
captain. New Yorkers cheered them on. 

“That was a beautiful thing about New York. They’re getting their 
exercise in and respectfully give a nod or ‘Hello’ or whatever (to fans),” 
Messier recalled. “For us, it was acknowledgement that we were doing 
something that people respected and liked.” 

If 11-year-old me had seen Leetch rollerblading around Central Park, I’d 
probably have lost my mind. He was my favorite player. 

To me, he was the Ranger. He was homegrown talent in an era boasting 
few American stars. He had the look: the visor and the single-digit 
number (No. 2). 

And he could do things no one else could do. At 11, I hadn’t seen a lot of 
hockey, but I knew he was special. He played huge minutes (they didn’t 
keep track in those days, but 30 minutes a night wouldn’t surprise me). 
He could lead the rush, he could break up plays at the blue line, he won 
battles in the corners, he could move the puck. 

I remember marveling at his hand-eye coordination, his ability to knock 
clearing attempts out of the air and keep power plays alive. He could 
have been a pro baseball player, I thought. 

Oh, and he could skate. Just ask any of the great players of his era. 

“He was a phenomenal skater, first and foremost,” said Hall of Fame 
Flyers forward Eric Lindros. 

“An elite defenseman, an elite skater,” said former Devils forward Bill 
Guerin. 

“He would skate right at you and he could make that quick turn a lot 
faster than other guys,” said former Flyers forward John LeClair. 

“He was obviously a hell of a skater,” said Leetch’s longtime Rangers 
defense partner Jeff Beukeboom 

“He would be a great skater in this era,” said former Rangers teammate 
Adam Graves. 

Though that may be what first comes to mind, there was so much more 
to the 6-foot, 185-pound Leetch’s game. His conditioning — ex-
teammates said he led the Rangers in many preseason fitness tests — 
his passing, and his intelligence were referenced multiple times in 
conversations with former teammates and opponents. 

Leetch put up 1,028 points during a career that spanned the so-called 
Dead Puck Era, matching up against some of the biggest, brawniest 
forwards in the NHL, such as Guerin, LeClair and Lindros. He was an 11-
time All-Star and won the Norris Trophy twice. In 1991-92, he scored 102 
points. He is still the last defenseman to hit the 100-point mark. Bobby 
Orr, Paul Coffey, Denis Potvin and Al MacInnis are the only others in the 
100-point club. 

All of that is good enough to place Leetch at No. 30 on our ranking of 
post-expansion NHL greats. 

“It was like playing (against) four forwards and one (defenseman),” 
LeClair said. “With him, he was very good defensively. He had it all, he 
was really good. A complete defenseman. He could get up in that play 
and create all kinds of offense. He was very good at that. But 
defensively, he was just tough to play against.” 

Added Guerin: “I think, in his era, he was the premier offensive 
defenseman. He could defend but it was his offense … the way he could 
do everything in full flight, his deception, all that stuff.” 

Leetch didn’t let teammates see his nerves before the 1994 postseason. 
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“He knew how to prepare and he was consistent about his preparation 
and consistent about his play,” Richter said. “It wasn’t one season or 
different every season. He would come to play in an exhibition game (the 
same). That’s what made him great.” 

“Just play your game. If you’re gonna go out, just go out playing the best 
you can,” Leetch remembers thinking. “We’re in the playoffs now. Don’t 
worry about all the little things. Just go play.” 

Outside Madison Square Garden before Game 1 of the Rangers’ first-
round series against the Islanders, it was a different story. 

As my dad and I made our way from the parking garage a couple blocks 
from the Garden, you could feel the nervous energy. The sidewalks were 
filled with blue, white and red, as “Let’s go Rangers!” chants rang out. 
This might be our year, we thought. But fans like my dad had thought that 
before. 

A few hours later on the same sidewalks, the nerves were gone. A 6-0 
win (Leetch scored the game’s first goal and added an assist in the third 
period) had erased all doubt. This was the year the curse would be 
broken. 

The Rangers took Game 2 with a repeat 6-0 performance before easily 
sweeping aside the Islanders in four games. Leetch notched eight points 
in the series. 

“I’d lost in the playoffs and not made the playoffs years before, so I knew 
what the reaction is when you don’t win,” Leetch said. “In the back of my 
mind, it’s always like, ‘You’ve got an opportunity now. We’re a good 
team.’” 

He poured it on against the Capitals in the next round, scoring nine 
points in five games, including four points and the game-winning goal in 
the clinching Game 5, setting up the Rangers’ biggest test: the New 
Jersey Devils. 

That season, the Devils, led by coach Jacques Lemaire, had introduced 
the neutral-zone trap, a strong defensive system that would eventually 
lead to three Stanley Cup championships and would alter the hockey 
playbook for a decade. They had a rookie goaltender named Martin 
Brodeur. And they boasted the second-best record in the NHL in the 
regular season. 

When you think about that Rangers run, this is the series everyone 
remembers. The Devils had the Rangers on the brink. Then Messier’s 
Game 6 hat trick and guarantee set up Game 7. 

Chants I couldn’t decipher rained down through the Garden stands. I 
asked my dad what the fans were saying. 

“Lou sucks,” my dad replied. That was the first time I’d heard of Lou 
Lamoriello. 

As was often the case in the 1994 playoffs, Leetch got the Rangers 
rolling in the series-deciding game. In spectacular, spin-o-rama fashion. 

Leetch’s first goal of the series couldn’t have come at a better moment. 

“He did everything in that one play,” Messier recalled. 

 “I was like, ‘You’ve got to be kidding me,’” remembered Guerin, who 
scored 25 goals for the Devils that season. 

When I saw that goal live, I couldn’t believe it. Space was impossible to 
come by in that series, and I was blown away that he scored a goal like 
that, somehow beating the Devils’ brawny forwards, defensemen and 
future Hall of Fame goaltender. It was the type of play that was 
emblematic of his career. 

“The spin-o-rama, I don’t think at that point he really surprised anybody 
with the way he scored the goal because we had seen it all year,” 
Messier said. “But maybe the timing of it and the significance of it was 
probably what really struck everybody. He’s doing that under the most 
intense, pressurized situation and not flinching.” 

When Valeri Zelepukin scored late to tie the game at 1-1, I cried. 

But it set the stage for double-OT drama and Matteau. Matteau, Matteau, 
Matteau. Stephane Matteau. 

Leetch had six points in the series. The Rangers were heading to the 
Cup Final. 

In New York Rangers folklore, the 1994 Stanley Cup Final against the 
Vancouver Canucks is remembered less than the Devils slugfest. 

The series had its moments, of course. Pavel Bure’s penalty shot springs 
to mind. 

Mostly, though, it’s remembered that the Rangers held a 3-1 lead in the 
series — their only loss to that point coming in Game 1 overtime — only 
to see it slip away. 

Game 7, as had been the case against the Devils, was Leetch’s moment 
to shine. He again scored the first goal of the deciding game, launching a 
raucous atmosphere inside Madison Square Garden. Additional goals 
from Messier and Graves, as well as stellar goaltending from Richter 
(and a goalpost by Nathan LaFayette), secured a 3-2 Rangers win. The 
ghosts of 1940 were gone. 

My dad lifted me up and I pumped my fist in the air. It was loud. I 
remember Gary Bettman calling Messier to come get the Cup. I 
remember the captain looked elated. 

I remember Leetch, accepting the Conn Smythe Trophy as playoff MVP, 
looked exhausted. 

“Twenty-nine to 33 minutes every night, not only during the regular 
season but all the way through into the playoffs. The amount of minutes 
that he logged was staggering,” Messier said. “He took and absorbed the 
hits, got the puck, evaded the hits with his great skating skill. Never did 
he take the easy way out or not go into the corner first. When you’re 
playing that many minutes, you’d think he would take a shortcut here or 
there but he never did. It was just incredible.” 

Added Messier — who had already won the Stanley Cup five times with 
the Oilers before he arrived in New York — about the 1994 run: “For 
someone that had seen a lot of hockey and played with a lot of great 
players, I was just floored watching him raise his level of play when the 
game was on the line on many nights. Then, of course, all the way 
through the playoffs. He was just amazing.” 

Leetch had 11 points in the seven-game Final. He had 34 points in the 
playoffs overall, including 11 goals. He was a plus-19, all while taking on 
the majority of the hardest matchups. 

It was a performance for the ages, lifting a massive-market franchise to 
its first championship in 54 years. In the moment, you knew it was 
career-defining. A legacy in the span of a spring. 

It was such a big stage that one could be excused for thinking of Leetch 
as something of a one-hit wonder. A defenseman who played 
extraordinarily well for two months and became a legend. 

But if you look at what he did throughout the rest of his career, and weigh 
the impact he had on the game, I’d argue he’s actually underrated. 

Keenan did not return to the Rangers the following season and the then-
26-year-old Leetch continued to put up points, though scoring and 
defending became much tougher starting that year. 

In the lockout-shortened 1994-95 season, the Devils won the Stanley 
Cup, ushering in an era of defensive-minded hockey. Also, the Flyers 
traded for LeClair, uniting the massive “Legion of Doom” line, which was 
arguably the best of its time. 

As New York’s top defenseman, Leetch was tasked with shutting down 
these players who were in the same division, while also putting up points. 
In 1995-96, he finished third in Norris voting and was a second-team All-
Star with 85 points. He won the Norris the following year with 78 points 
and a plus-31 rating. 
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As a fan, it was hard watching Leetch navigate that era. He had to 
change his game to deal with the time and he still succeeded, but it was 
clear he wouldn’t be the same points machine he was before. 

But now, when I think about it, that only enhances his greatness — that 
he was able to win board battles with the “Legion of Doom” and still lead 
a rush for a goal. 

“That was the era of the clutch-and-grab. The trap, all of those things. I 
could put my stick around his waist and try to lasso him, pretty much,” 
Guerin said. “For him to put up the numbers in that era was even more 
impressive.” 

Fortunately, history is a flat circle and the type of game Leetch played — 
as an offensive-leaning two-way defenseman relying on smarts, 
edgework on his skates and quickness — appears to be back as the 
preferred style of the elites at the position. 

Colorado’s Cale Makar is coming off a Norris Trophy and a Conn 
Smythe. The Rangers’ Adam Fox won the Norris in 2020-21. 

With two more points in these playoffs, Adam Fox will have had the most 
productive postseason by a Rangers defenseman since 
1994.@StapeAthletic asked Stanley Cup champion and Conn Smythe 
winner Brian Leetch for his thoughts on Fox's performance. 

“They all have similar traits,” Beukeboom said. “They are all very 
intelligent players, great hockey sense. Their skating is exceptional. The 
vision is exceptional. There are some of the same traits in all of them, but 
they are all a little bit different, too.” 

The fact that offense has opened up in the NHL excites Leetch. They 
won’t have to deal with guys holding onto them as they try to make a 
play, the way Leetch did near the end of his career. 

After his last Norris, Leetch averaged 0.70 points per game until the 
2004-05 lockout — though age also likely played a role in the drop in 
production, since most of those years came after his 30th birthday. 
Before then he averaged almost exactly a point per game. 

“To watch these (defensemen) be able to be freed up to do that, there’s 
no more holding them back,” Leetch said. “None of them have modeled 
their game after anyone. Just like I didn’t model my game. It’s the way 
those kids see the game, the way they’ve developed, the way they skate. 

“It’s just great to see these guys and the impact they have on a game 
now, and the way the game has allowed them to be able to play like 
that.” 

As the league’s last 100-point defenseman, Leetch’s name was back in 
the news last season when Predators defenseman Roman Josi almost 
hit the milestone. 

Asked if he thought an in-his-prime version of himself could reach that 
number now, Leetch deflected. 

LeClair saw it differently. “I think he would absolutely be there,” he said. “I 
do.” 

In conducting interviews for this story, I told the former Rangers of our 
shared experiences in Madison Square Garden through that 1994 run – a 
bonding experience for the men on the ice and for a city and a fanbase, 
as well. 

When I revealed my younger self’s Leetch fandom, it was no surprise. 

“You’re talking to the president of (Leetch’s) fan club,” Graves said. 

“I love him like a brother,” Messier added. 

In January 2008, the Rangers retired Leetch’s number. 

I was 25 and beginning my journalism career at The Decatur Daily in 
Alabama, but I knew I had to be in Manhattan for the occasion. I flew 
home for the night. 

As Leetch’s banner was raised to the rafters, I thought back to that spring 
in 1994. 

The passes. The goals. The spin-o-rama. The late school nights at the 
Garden. The pizza slices. I remembered watching the Rangers pass the 
Stanley Cup around the ice and my dad lifting me up. I remembered the 
ecstatic crowd and the joyful chants (“We won the Cup!”) as we 
scrambled to find championship memorabilia throughout the arena after 
the game. 

I thought about how none of it would have happened if not for No. 2. 
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Connor Bedard’s world juniors could put NHL tanking in hyperdrive: 
LeBrun 

 

Pierre LeBrun7-8 minutes 03/01/2023 

 

There seems to be little question that this is the kind of prospect an NHL 
franchise should go all-out tank-a-palooza for. 

There is always risk in overreacting to a player’s world juniors 
performance, to the good and the bad, but what we’ve seen so far from 
Connor Bedard is mind-blowing, from the staggering 21 points in five 
games to the latest heroics, sending Canada to the quarters Monday with 
an overtime goal they’ll replay forever. 

And if you’re one of those cellar-dwelling teams in the NHL standings, it 
certainly fortifies what you probably already felt about the player. 

“My first draft with Ottawa was already back in 1995, albeit in a part-time 
role,” Blue Jackets general manager Jarmo Kekalainen told The Athletic 
on Monday morning. “First thing I learned from John Ferguson Sr., my 
first scouting boss, was to look for guys who ‘want to make a difference.’ 

“I think we can all agree on Bedard’s ability/talent — but that he wants to 
make a difference almost every shift is exceptional. 

“Exceptional players win championships.” 

The injury-riddled Jackets, last in the Eastern Conference standings, will 
have a shot at him in the draft lottery, along with the Blackhawks, Ducks, 
Sharks, Coyotes, Canadiens and Flyers, among others. 

I say among “others” because there’s lots of hockey left and time for 
teams to stumble down the standings and enter the Bedard-lottery fray. 
What about the Blues after the injury news Monday regarding Ryan 
O’Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko? 

What will be interesting to follow in the next few weeks is how quickly 
some of those teams start to trade away players ahead of the March 3 
deadline. 

As they do, of course part of the aim will be recouping futures-type 
assets. But the other benefit, especially with the trades that happen 
sooner rather than later, will be to further weaken those teams’ current 
NHL rosters and help fortify the draft lottery chances. 

Like, the Coyotes have probably won more games than they truly wanted 
to so far. Does that add any urgency in trading away Jakob Chychrun as 
soon as an acceptable offer is on the table? Um, even if nobody with the 
Coyotes will say it publicly, I’m here to tell you the answer is an empathic 
yes. 

Because Bedard is worth the fuss. 

“At this age, best prospect since Crosby,” said one long-time NHL team 
executive with a scouting background, who requested anonymity. “Elite 
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skill is one element, but the ability to rise to the occasion is something 
that you rarely see. He has done it internationally and in the WHL. 
Seems to love a challenge to him personally or on a team level.” 

Added an NHL GM on Monday, who also requested anonymity: “He is a 
generational talent and has proven that for several years, despite his 
age. I expect Connor Bedard to be a foundational piece for whichever 
organization is fortunate enough to draft him.” 

Again, I’m always leery about overstating world juniors performances, 
either way. But what we’re seeing is something else. 

Is Bedard the best prospect since at least Auston Matthews? 

“Best since McDavid,” Craig Button, TSN’s senior director of scouting, 
told me Monday morning without hesitation. 

“I don’t want to lose the meaning of ‘generational’ by using it too much, 
right? If we have generational players every three years, then it slips, 
right? I think we saw (Bedard) as a franchise superstar, you know. But 
I’m having a difficult time defending not having him as a generational 
player. 

“Because if there was anybody that straddles the line, it’s certainly him. 
And he has done nothing to not have us think that he’s pushing over the 
line.” 

Button never thought Matthews, for example, was a generational player. 
A superstar yes, but generational, no. 

“Bedard? He’s giving me a lot of pause for reflection,” Button said over 
the phone from Moncton, New Brunswick. 

Button has watched decades’ worth of world juniors tournaments. 

“(Peter) Forsberg dominated the 1993 tournament; he was 19 years old,” 
Button said. “I’ve seen 19-year-olds dominate the tournament. I haven’t 
seen a player this young dominate the tournament. Now, (Jaromir) Jagr 
was great in 1990, but he didn’t dominate it. He was damn good as a 17-
year-old, but he didn’t dominate it. 

“It’s not even close between Bedard and everybody else here.” 

To watch Connor Bedard at this point is to witness the precursor to 
uppercase Greatness. 

On the flip side, I got a bit cautious of an answer from The Athletic’s well-
respected prospects expert Corey Pronman Monday morning when I 
asked him if Bedard was the best prospect he had seen since Matthews. 

“Big question on Bedard is whether he’s an NHL center or not,” Pronman 
said. “That may end up slotting him behind Matthews, (Nathan) 
MacKinnon, etc, at the same age.” 

Legendary draft guru Bob McKenzie, my friend and colleague from TSN, 
has been around the world juniors and the NHL Draft for a long, long 
time. 

“All I know is, he’s special,” McKenzie said over the phone from Halifax. 
“Now, where that shakes out exactly, I don’t know. But he’s special. And 
he’s more special than I thought he was when I saw him in the summer. 
He’s got the elite, elite shot. He shoots the puck like Auston Matthews 
right now, as a 17-year-old. He’s got the best shot I’ve ever seen out of 
anybody coming out of junior hockey. I’ve never seen anybody shoot the 
puck the way this kid shoots it. So the shot is what separates him from 
absolutely everybody else that he plays against in terms of his peers.” 

But there’s obviously more. 

“I also think he’s got elite hockey sense. I think he’s got the ability to see 
the ice and make plays,” McKenzie continued. “I think he demonstrated 
that in the last couple of games here with some the assists that he’s had. 

“I said this on the air: He’s not as big as Mario (Lemieux), he’s not as 
powerful and complete as Sid (Crosby), he’s not as fast as Connor 
McDavid, he’s not a prototypical center, he might be a winger more than 
a center in the National Hockey League — I don’t know but that’s a 

distinct possibility — but all I know is whatever ‘it’ is, he’s got it. And he’s 
got a lot of it.” 

So don’t be surprised if some of the lottery teams start their trade 
deadline selloff a bit sooner than usual this season. Because the 
motivation to cement the best possible odds for the lottery has taken on a 
whole new level of urgency after Bedard’s world junior performance. 
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2023 World Juniors takeaways: Canada, USA, Czechia, Sweden 
advance to semifinals 

 

Scott Wheeler, Corey Pronman5-6 minutes 03/01/2023 

 

Five games were played on Monday in the busiest day of the World 
Juniors, with Canada, USA, Czechia and Sweden punching their tickets 
to play in a medal game by advancing to the semis, and Latvia taking the 
first of the best-of-three relegation round. 

But it was the finish in Halifax, with another moment of brilliance from 
Connor Bedard, that again stole the show. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

Latvia, after giving up the first goal of the game against Austria, was the 
better team the rest of the way, coming back to win 5-2. Austria was 
without its best player and top 2023 NHL Draft prospect David 
Reinbacher, who was out sick. 

Sweden rallied late in the best game of the day, sending the Finns home 
with a 3-2 win after scoring twice in the game’s final minutes to tie and 
take their first lead of the game. 

The Czechs, after giving up a goal to Switzerland 22 seconds in, 
overwhelmed them the rest of the way, scoring nine unanswered to win 
9-1. 

USA ran over Germany 11-1 on a hat trick from Coyotes first-round pick 
Logan Cooley. 

Canada defeated Slovakia in an unforgettable 4-3 overtime thriller. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

More history for Connor Bedard 

Who else but Bedard to play hero in the best game of a great tournament 
so far? 

With his two goals and one assist on Monday night, Bedard now holds 
the following records at the World Juniors: Most points by a Canadian all-
time (34), most goals by a Canadian all-time (16), most points in a single 
tournament by an under-18 player (21). 

The energy and tension at Scotiabank Centre were electric, and TSN 
gets another montage-worthy moment for the history books from one of 
the most talented players that has ever played in this tournament. — 
Wheeler 

Sabres prospect Jiri Kulich leads the way for Czechia 

Kulich has been the better of the three Sabres first-round picks playing in 
this tournament. He’s wearing a letter as an 18-year-old and now leads 
the Czechs with 28 shots on goal and five goals in as many games. That 
shot of his is something but he’s doing it all, too. 

Threatening on the power play, reliable on the penalty kill, driving play at 
5-on-5, you name it. Now he gets to play those other two first-rounders in 
the semifinals when Czechia meets Sweden and Isak Rosen and Noah 
Ostlund. If he plays as he did in the quarters, I like the Czechs to beat the 
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Swedes and go to the gold medal game for the first time since 2001. — 
Wheeler 

Bystedt line squeezes Sweden by Finland 

This Finnish U20 team didn’t overly impress talent-wise at the 2023 
World Juniors, but they still pushed the Swedish U20 team right to the 
brink, with a late tying and then a shorthanded go-ahead goal required 
for Sweden to prevail in the quarterfinal. Sweden has a lot of high picks 
on their team, and although a good chunk of their most important players 
are younger than the maximum 2003 age level, there was still a major 
disappearing act by a lot of their top two-round picks today. 

It was the play of Filip Bystedt (Sharks) between Leo Carlsson (2023 
eligible) and Fabian Wagner (Jets) that drove the bus for Sweden. 
Carlsson scored two important goals, and was seemingly the only 
Sweden forward who went to the net to create offense. Bystedt was very 
good in transition due to his length, speed and skill continuing his strong 
tournament and season. Wagner also played fast, won battles and 
showed some skill. This was the best game I’ve seen from Carlsson in 
international play and in a very important moment. — Pronman 

Adam Gajan brings Slovakia to brink of massive upset 

Slovakia was a good team, with a lot of talented skaters, but they nearly 
brought down a loaded Canadian junior team because of the play of their 
goaltender Adam Gajan. Gajan was spectacular as he has been all 
tournament. 

He has legit high-end athleticism and made a high number of difficult 
saves without giving up an easy goal. Watching him today as Slovakia 
came that close to a major upset reminded me of how Yaroslav Askarov 
looked against USA’s loaded U18 team. The second-year draft eligible 
has the NHL world buzzing after this tournament. — Pronman 

Relegation/semifinal schedule 

Tuesday is an off day as the tournament moves entirely to Halifax. Here’s 
the schedule for relegation and the semifinals on Jan. 4: 

Austria vs. Latvia at 10 a.m. ET. 

Czechia vs. Sweden at 2:30 p.m. ET. 

Canada vs. USA at 6:30 p.m. ET. 

Required reading 

2023 World Juniors takeaways: United States, Czechia finish top of their 
groups 
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Buckley: We need more of Bobby Orr around the Bruins these days 

 

Steve Buckley4-5 minutes 03/01/2023 

 

BOSTON — Nice try by the hockey people in assigning Suite L-8 to 
Bobby Orr during Monday’s Winter Classic at Fenway Park. 

Yes, No. 4 retreated to No. 8 after participating in a pregame “first puck” 
ceremony with former Red Sox catcher Jason Varitek, but soon he was 
stepping into the next suite, and then the one after that, and he appeared 
to be having as good a time as any of the 39,243 fans who filled this 
ancient ballpark to watch the Bruins emerge with a 2-1 victory over the 
Penguins. 

Watching Orr shake hands and slap backs and flash that smirky grin of 
his — which always suggests he knows something that maybe you don’t 
— it occurred to me that we need more of this sort of thing. We need 

more of Orr. And if his appearance at the Winter Classic is any indication, 
2023 is off to a fine start. 

For those who don’t know the backstory, Orr has made only limited public 
appearances since October of 2020. It was around that time that an ad 
appeared in the Manchester (N.H.) Union-Leader in which Orr endorsed 
Donald Trump’s bid for reelection as president of the United States. The 
ad featured a photo of Orr and his wife Peggy posing with Trump, and 
the bottom of the ad included the words “Paid for by Bobby Orr.” 

Plenty of editorial criticism was directed at Orr. It was a hot talk-show 
topic. Social media did what social media does. Since then, Orr’s 
appearances in public have been rare. 

And yet Orr, who turns 75 in March, was wildly received at Fenway Park 
when he was introduced. If there was a single boo, the sound of it didn’t 
carry over to where I was sitting. My hunch is that he will continue to be 
wildly received, and not just because he’s Bobby Orr, one of the greatest 
hockey players of all time. 

While it’s the hockey that made him a legend, Orr has always had a 
Sinatra-like reputation for being a retail dispenser of good deeds, 
providing small, off-the-books favors that have never been forgotten by 
those who’ve received them. Seems everyone knows someone who has 
a story to tell, how Orr made a phone call, or made an appearance, or 
maybe wrote a check for someone who needed the help but didn’t ask for 
it. That’s the Orr way, and for most of his life, that’s been the only way. 

The Trump ad was a departure from all that. But let’s try to focus on what 
happened here: Orr is an American citizen, by way of Parry Sound, 
Ontario, who participated in the 2020 presidential election to a degree 
that he funded an ad in a New Hampshire newspaper. Yes, he’s Bobby 
Orr, and that’s a name of such iconic heft that it’s impossible to even 
speak it without conjuring an image of him flying through the air after 
scoring the goal that clinched the Stanley Cup for the Bruins on May 10, 
1970. 

The ad, then, was guaranteed to raise eyebrows. What it shouldn’t have 
raised were pitchforks and torches. Pardon the junior-high civics lesson, 
but it’s bad form to be condemning people who support a candidate who 
is not your candidate. 

It does get complicated sometimes. Patriots coach Bill Belichick 
apparently wrote a letter in support of Trump during the run-up to the 
2016 election that the GOP nominee read aloud at a New Hampshire 
campaign rally. Given Trump’s condemnation of NFL players who were 
“taking a knee” during the performance of the national anthem, it wasn’t 
out of bounds to wonder if Belichick talked with his players about the 
letter. But did he have a right to endorse a candidate? Of course he did. 
And so it is with Bobby Orr. 

If their current record is any indication, the Bruins could be playing a lot 
of Stanley Cup playoff hockey this spring. And the more playoff games 
they win, the more often the Bruins will need to go to their alumni roster 
for pregame guests, fan banner captains and the like. 

Bobby Orr should be part of that, as was made evident by the roaring 
approval of 39,243 hockey fans on a balmy January afternoon at Fenway 
Park. 
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Jake DeBrusk lifts Bruins over Penguins in 2023 Winter Classic at 
Fenway Park 

 

By Sean Gentille, Rob Rossi, Hailey Salvian and Fluto Shinzawa 
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The Boston Bruins rallied with two third-period goals to defeat the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 2-1 in the 2023 Winter Classic at Fenway Park on 
Monday. Here’s what you need to know: 

The Penguins struck first on a goal by Kasperi Kapanen midway through 
the second period to take a 1-0 lead into the third. 

Jake DeBrusk scored both Boston goals, netting the game winner with 
2:24 remaining. 

Pittsburgh’s Evgeni Malkin nearly scored a game-tying goal in the game’s 
final seconds, but time had expired before the puck crossed the goal line. 

Penguins starting goalie Tristan Jarry left the game with 4:30 left in the 
first period with an apparent injury and was replaced by Casey DeSmith, 
who recorded 19 saves on 21 shots. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Jake DeBrusk plays hero 

DeBrusk got demoted in the third period. He was the expected casualty 
when coach Jim Montgomery reunited his power line of Brad Marchand, 
Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak. But the former No. 1 right wing 
picked the right time to elevate his performance in the third period. 
DeBrusk scored his goals by doing what he does well: paying the price in 
dangerous ice. — Shinzawa 

Not all that long ago, DeBrusk wanted the Bruins to trade him. He asked 
a couple separate times, actually — and in the Winter Classic, we got yet 
another reminder that, sometimes, the best deals are the ones you don’t 
make. DeBrusk scored twice to give himself 14 goals on the season. 
He’s well on the way to a second straight 25-goal season, a bit of 
maturation that’s helped the Bruins go from (possibly) past their sell date 
to the best team in the NHL. — Gentille 

What to make of Pittsburgh’s loss 

The Penguins played a spirited Winter Classic. However, asking them to 
take down the league-leading Bruins without their two top defensemen 
(Kris Letang, Jeff Petry) and while losing starting goalie Jarry to an 
apparent right leg/side injury — well, that was a tall order for Pittsburgh. 

The Penguins are on an 0-2-3 skid with a road trip that picks up later this 
week in Las Vegas. They play in arguably the NHL’s most competitive 
division, so these two points available in the Classic were of considerable 
consequence to coach Mike Sullivan’s group. — Rossi 

2023 Winter Classic checks all the right boxes 

I know we’ve talked a lot about how the novelty of the outdoor game has 
worn off, and that might be true, but this game checked all the right 
boxes. 

The jerseys looked great on both sides. The baseball/hockey crossovers 
were fun, from the old-school Red Sox uniforms when the Bruins arrived, 
to the use of the dugouts for the teams walking out. The Green Monster 
had the Atlantic Division standings and out-of-town scores, too, which 
was a nice little touch. 

The game looked great on the broadcast. The setting was gorgeous. And 
there were nearly 40,000 fans in the stands, which is the point of these 
games anyways. It’s not about how we feel about it watching on our 
couch. These Winter Classic events are all about the people in the city 
where it’s held and the fans who get to experience it in the venue. 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘Man on a mission’: Bruins' DeBrusk jumps from trade bait 
to Winter Classic hero 

 

Luke Fox | January 2, 2023, 7:42 PM 

7–8 minutes 

 

BOSTON — The Boston Bruins’ dramatic Winter Classic comeback was 
sparked by a pair of players who, at various points, must have 
questioned whether they’d still be dressing for the home team by the time 
2023 rolled around. 

A resurgent Nick Foligno — waived by his club in October and deemed 
overpaid by the rest of the league — approached Jim Montgomery in the 
Red Sox clubhouse following the second period, the Bruins trailing 1-0 to 
the Pittsburgh Penguins.  

The fourth-liner asked his head coach if he could address the room. 

Foligno’s closed-door message to his teammates, as relayed by Jake 
DeBrusk: “This is an event. It’s a dream come true. And we don't want to 
waste it. You don't want to come after a game like tonight and think that 
you could’ve done more. 

“We know what we can do together as a group. We're the best third-
period team in the league — and let’s go prove it.” 

Prove it, they did. Storming out for a gritty and inspired 20 minutes in 
front of the 39,243 black-and-gold-clad fans who sold out Fenway Park 
for a hockey game. 

On the strength of DeBrusk’s two-goal, crease-crashing effort in the final 
frame, and an Evgeni Malkin buzzer-beating attempt that did not beat the 
buzzer, Boston pulled out a 2-1 victory over the slumping Pittsburgh 
Penguins and kept its incredible hometown point streak (19-0-3) intact.  

(While the NHL’s official home and road streak record books exclude 
neutral-site games, one would be hard pressed to describe the “Sweet 
Caroline”-singing, “Let’s! Go! Bruins!”–chanting throng as neutral.) 

Remember, the 2023 Classic’s first star, DeBrusk, had asked for a trade 
out of Boston last season. Lucky for him, a deal never materialized. He 
rescinded that request over the off-season and rededicated himself to the 
storied franchise that drafted him in 2015. 

“It’s been a whirlwind, to say the least,” DeBrusk allowed, reflecting 
momentarily on his status in this market. “I feel blessed, honestly, to be in 
this position.” 

The winger is now on pace for 35 goals and 66 points, numbers that 
would destroy previous career highs.  

DeBrusk didn’t skip a beat in the third period Monday, when Montgomery 
dropped him off Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand’s top line and 
deployed him instead with David Krejci and Taylor Hall. 

Nor did he retreat to the bench after taking a teammate’s point blast off 
his leg before his tying goal. Instead DeBrusk winced his way back to the 
blue paint, and ultimately got rewarded in fireworks. 

“That’s good karma. You want that,” Foligno smiled. 

“Jake has just become a man on a mission this year. I think he's really 
excited about the opportunity he's got. I think he loves this group. And I 
think he's really cherishing the opportunity he has with the players he's 
playing with.  

“He’s a guy that’s really grown up, even from last year, going through 
some of the things we went through as a group. And he's hit the ground 
running here and just battled and fought his way and has been a big-time 
player for us.” 

Adds Montgomery, while wearing a Peaky Blinders–style cap: “He’s a lot 
tougher than people think. And he’s more committed than people are 
aware of. And because of those things, his game is growing. He’s 
matured, and you can see it.” 
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As frothy fans funnelled out of Fenway, huddled under toques and 
dressed in those funky Winter Classic throwback sweaters seemingly 
inspired by Cocaine Bear, they kept breaking out into spontaneous pro-
Bruins chants between sips from tins of domestic beer. 

The town is buzzing, and its hockey team — a dominant 29-4-4 — is 
looking every bit the juggernaut of the NHL.  

The Bruins’ big, bad comeback on the league’s grandest stage, sparked 
by Foligno’s words and DeBrusk’s deeds, only added another page to the 
long history of happy spills onto Yawkey Way. 

“You only remember the ones you win. So… we've got to find a way to 
win this one,” Foligno recalls thinking when the Bruins got down. 

“Now I’ll look back on this as one of the best memories of my career.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Outdoor games have become unofficial costume parties for the players, 
which make sense considering the NHL’s obsession with Halloween. 

Paying homage to their cities’ respective baseball teams, the Bruins and 
Penguins arrived at Fenway decked out in splendid retro Red Sox and 
Pirates uniforms… and proceeded to play a little catch. 

Boston coach Jim Montgomery said the outfits — a long-brewing idea 
from Patrice Bergeron — reminded him of a combination of Field of 
Dreams and Eight Men Out. 

Ullmark even threw on a catcher’s mask and tracked down a legitimate 
pair of cleats from the 1950s. 

“(Bergeron) was adamant,” Foligno said of the getups. “I’m glad we went 
old school. 

“This is a storied building, and we wanted to make sure that as much fun 
as we were having, we also paid respect to the guys that came before us 
in this place and made it what it is.” 

Love it. 

• Excellent musical choices this year. 

The Black Keys, accompanied by the Boston Pops, rocked their mini 
concert during the first intermission, sticking with crowd pleasers such as 
Arizona Coyotes goal song “Howlin’ for You” and Nashville Predators 
goal song “Gold on the Ceiling.” 

And Boston’s own Bell Biv DeVoe crushed the national anthem. 

Would we have rather BBD rock “Poison” instead of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner”? 

Yep. 

But this marked one of the NHL’s better musical executions. 

• Evgeni Malkin conducted his clubhouse interview sitting beside his six-
year-old son. 

Nikita Malkin showed off a little on-ice chemistry with 10-year-old Alex 
Letang during the Penguins’ family skate. 

“It’s different life for him. When we were growing up, we’d always play 
outside. Almost every day after school, I’d go outside,” Nikita’s dad says. 
“This generation, these kids, it’s a great life. They have everything. 

“It’s first time for him.” 

• Kris Letang did not play in the Winter Classic. His father, Claude 
Fouquet, passed away, so he returned home to Montreal. 

Pittsburgh’s No. 1 defenceman is dealing with a lower-body injury and 
was already questionable to play. He skipped Sunday’s practice but did 
attend the family skate at Fenway. 

“We want to express our sincere and deepest sympathy for him during 
this time,” Sullivan said. 

• Starter Tristan Jarry left injured in the first period, forcing Mike Sullivan 
to go to his bullpen and bring out Casey DeSmith in relief. 

Many wondered: Who is the Winter Classic EBUG? 

That would be Mike Chiasson — from Cole Harbour, N.S., of all places. 
He was spotted in the Penguins dugout. The 36-year-old’s most recent 
stat line is from Acadia University, where he posted an .887 save 
percentage in 2010-11. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bedard’s goal for the ages pushes Canada past Slovakia 
to semifinals 

 

Paul D. Grant | January 3, 2023, 12:01 AM7–9 minutes 

 

HALIFAX — You want to talk about someone other than Connor Bedard 
after every one of Canada’s games at the world juniors, but he’s not 
making it easy.  

You want to show the diversity and depth of Canada’s talent. This year’s 
team has a pretty decent lineup, with Logan Stankoven, Dylan Guenther, 
Joshua Roy, Brennan Othmann, Olen Zellweger, Zack Ostapchuk, 
Brandt Clarke, Shane Wright and Adam Fantilli all deserving of their own 
moment in the spotlight.  

In another time, another era, we’d be talking more about other players.  

But this is Bedard’s era, and all the other players are just living in it.  

Bedard did it again Monday, scoring a goal that will be shown alongside 
Sidney Crosby’s golden goal as one of the most clutch of an era to give 
Canada a thrilling 4-3 overtime win over Slovakia and push his team to 
the semifinals.   

“I’ve got to keep thinking of a new word every day to describe him,” 
Canada coach Dennis Williams said afterward. “What really is impressive 
is just how humbling he is and how good of a teammate, and how he 
really wants to win.” 

True dat. Bedard was not be denied on this night. Shoved, face-washed, 
cross-checked while on the ice, smack-talked during whistles, the 
Slovaks did everything short of licking his visor to get him off his game.  

After Bedard opened the scoring 6:07 in with a record-breaking goal 
(more on that later), it worked. Until it didn’t.  

“I mean, it's hockey,” he said. “It’s not like I haven't been hit before or 
anything. So, it’s part of the game and I didn't really think too much of it.”  

Canada faced its toughest test since the Czechia game, as the rugged 
Slovaks kept coming while playing an old-school, in-your-face, chippy, 
no-holds-barred tactical game that was bolstered by a stellar 
performance from goalie Adam Gajan.  

A Guenther goal was answered by Libor Nemec’s first. Then, 
Ostapchuk’s goal was answered by Robert Baco’s. The Slovaks headed 
into the final period outshot 34-15 but down just 3-2. Nemec’s equalizer 
came near the midway point of the third.  

And then things got interesting.   

Canada took a power play into overtime after Simon Nemec was sent to 
the box for cross-checking a fallen Bedard. The power play turned into a 
4-on-3 in overtime, but the Canadians couldn’t capitalize, and it felt like 
momentum might shift for the subsequent 3-on-3 portion.  

Getting double-shifted in the extra period, Bedard had chances, but was 
repeatedly denied by the tight-checking Slovaks.  
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On the winner, however, it seemed like Bedard had simply had enough 
and wanted to call it a night. Enough toying. Keeping the puck in the 
zone on his strong side, he did his patented glide-stride, deking right past 
one Slovak defender, then left into the slot past another before quickly 
showing right and stickhandling left to the backhand, which he slid past a 
sprawling Gajan, to immediate bedlam.  

“I saw the one guy kind of make a move and there was a lane to the net, 
and tried to make another move,” Bedard said. “I think it's kind of instinct 
and luckily it went in.”  

His teammates were a little more effusive.  

“You know what he's capable of, and he does something like that to even 
take it to a whole 'nother level,” said Clarke. “It's absolutely crazy. Yeah, 
he's a very, very special talent.”  

“(He had) so much poise, so much confidence to make that play,” Wright 
said. “After a period and half of overtime as well, the ice wasn't too great, 
so to be able make that play, pull to the middle and finish on the back 
end on the goalie like that, just to have the confidence on that play is just 
incredible. Not many players can actually make that play.”  

Canada now faces the United States in the second semifinal on 
Wednesday. Opening faceoff is 6:30 p.m. ET / 3:30 p.m. PT. Top-ranked 
Czechia faces Sweden in the other semifinal, starting at 2:30 p.m. ET / 
11:30 a.m. PT.  

Let’s not forget the other amazing goal: Bedard’s first-period goal broke 
the record for most goals by a Canadian held by Jordan Eberle (which 
was 14) as well as the team record for points in one tournament, 
previously held by three players (which was 18). He also broke Eric 
Lindros’ career world juniors points record of 31, and now has 34. Bedard 
currently has 21 points (eight goals, 13 assists) across this year's 
tournament, with Peter Forsberg’s record-setting total of 31 next in his 
sights.  

And he has two games left.  

The record-setting goal was another example of Bedard’s quiet brilliance: 
drifting at the periphery near the goal line, he turned up ice when the 
Slovaks temporarily gained control of the puck. Some might say he was 
taking his time getting back.   

But, given what we’ve seen him do, it’s more reasonable to say Bedard 
somehow knew the puck was going to get turned over. And when 
Stankoven did exactly that, grabbing the puck back, Bedard turned and 
charged to the net, taking the pass behind the last Slovak defenceman. 
In alone, he stickhandled quickly before snapping a shot above Gajan’s 
glove. That’s how history is made.  

“Doesn't really matter that much,” Bedard said of the record. “I think for 
myself, it's about winning, and that's what we want to do.”  

Under-the-radar performance: For the second game in a row, we can 
safely say Canada doesn’t win without clutch saves by goalie Milic.  

A save on a partial breakaway by Peter Repcik after a Canada giveaway 
on the power play, with the score 1-0, was crucial. Who knows how the 
momentum could have shifted had Repcik scored to tie it while the 
Slovaks were shorthanded.  

His point-blank save off Alex Sotek in close three-plus minutes into the 
second, a scorpion off a scramble almost halfway through the third and a 
glove save off Martin Misiak right after the Slovaks tied it, held the fort, 
and continued to into overtime.  

“I keep telling him, like, ‘You're the best, you got this. You're the rock 
back there,” Clarke said. “And he keeps telling me, he's like, 'I know. I 
know I am.’ That’s what you need in your goaltender. … He was 
determined; he wasn't going to let us lose that game.”  

Milic was screened on the first goal and had his crease concentration 
disrupted by a sliding Bedard — who hit his head on the post while trying 

to prevent the Slovak chance — on the second goal, and Nemec was all 
alone in front on his second goal.  

“We don't get (to overtime) without Thomas in net,” Williams said. “He 
was lights-out. He made some key saves in overtime, some big-time 
saves in the third for us. … There were some grade-A opportunities that 
we needed Milly to step up and play his game, and obviously I thought he 
was dynamite for us tonight.”  

A goalie sometimes gets a lot of help from posts on a night like this, but 
Milic instead got help from defenceman Tyson Hinds, whose goal-line 
glove save after Milic made a sprawling save with less than four minutes 
left reminded players and coaches of Mason McTavish’s similar game-
saver in the summer tournament.  

“He did a good job of backing me up on the rebound there and, smart on 
him to not catch the puck either in the crease,” Milic said.  

Viral moment of the game: Bedard’s game-winner will be played over and 
over again for years. Count on it.  

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.03.2023 

1208713 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Miller's frustration with self becomes magnified after 
Canucks' latest struggles 

 

Iain MacIntyre January 2, 2023, 8:02 PM 6–8 minutes 

 

VANCOUVER – J.T. Miller didn’t hurt his team when he yelled at Collin 
Delia to get off the ice for an extra attacker at the end of Thursday’s 4-2 
loss in Winnipeg. 

He might have hurt Delia’s feelings, although the 28-year-old journeyman 
goalie told Sportsnet that this wasn’t the case. 

“I think things from an outsider's perspective, it looks a lot different than it 
was perceived by me,” Delia said after Monday’s practice at Rogers 
Arena, the first since the Vancouver Canucks returned home. “We've had 
some discourse - very cordial. It's not like there's bad blood between us 
at all. We're big boys.” 

When Miller hurt the Vancouver Canucks was the next game, Saturday in 
Calgary, where under the Hockey Night in Canada spotlight, he dawdled 
on the backcheck on one Flames goal and went for a line change on 
another. Both goals in the 3-2 loss began with Miller losing the puck. 

He was roasted by Hockey Night in Canada panelists Kevin Bieksa, Kelly 
Hrudey and Elliotte Friedman, which is far more significant than the 
roasting Miller received on social media. 

On Monday, the player who last fall signed a $56 million USD extension 
to lead the team for the next seven seasons, was dropped to the middle 
of the third line by coach Bruce Boudreau. His wingers were Sheldon 
Dries and Conor Garland. 

That’s where Miller is expected to start Tuesday against the New York 
Islanders as the Canucks play the third game of a daunting 12-match 
stretch that Boudreau said could determine their season – assuming it 
wasn’t already determined when Vancouver started 0-5-2 in October. 

The reason Miller’s actions in Calgary were far more damaging than in 
Winnipeg is because the 29-year-old is being counted on – and paid - by 
Canucks management to lead by example and set a standard that will 
help build culture, not undermine it. 

“I think his emotions are all about his competitiveness, and when things 
don't go well for him or when he's trying hard and not getting the results 
he wants, I think sometimes he's an emotional guy,” Boudreau said 
Monday. 
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“I've played with and coached an awful lot of emotional guys, but I'd 
rather have an emotional guy that cares than a non-emotional guy that 
doesn't.” 

In a brief scrum with reporters, Miller said: “I carry frustration as a player 
and as I've said before, it's probably not going to change. I try my best to 
hold it in but sometimes it's hard.” 

And when he fails, everyone sees it and many will talk about it. 

This isn’t a new experience for Miller or the Canucks. 

Remember former Canuck goalie Braden Holtby’s death stare a couple 
of seasons ago after a feeble backcheck by Miller in Toronto? 

Or the infamous overtime in Calgary last January when Miller, frustrated 
at what he felt was an unpenalized hook that caused him to lose the puck 
in the offensive zone, made a wide turn and coasted to the bench for a 
change as the Flames countered and won 1-0 on Johnny Gaudreau’s 
uncontested shot from the slot? 

Miller has even ordered his goalie to the bench before. 

His emotions run hot enough to burn the opposition or, occasionally, his 
own team. But few people were complaining about them last season 
when Miller posted 99 points and was the Canucks’ best player. 

“I don't want to say that it's something that goes unnoticed with me,” 
Canucks president Jim Rutherford said Monday. “But I believe that we're 
going through a lot right now. There's a lot of things going on. There's 
going to be times where guys are going to have missteps. It's fixable. 
We're talking about a really good player that can bring a lot to our team. I 
get the reaction within the market. We have a very passionate market 
that loves the game and has strong opinions, so I get that. But the things 
that you're talking about are things that can be fixed and changed in the 
future.” 

“I think as a team, we can all control our emotions better,” veteran 
defenceman Luke Schenn said. “That could be from, like, having the lead 
and all of a sudden it's tied and guys have their heads down on the 
bench. Or being up a couple goals and taking your foot off the gas. The 
emotional part of it between the ears is a big thing. As I always talk 
about, the top, consistent teams, they don't get rattled or frustrated. Of 
course, you get rattled or frustrated from time to time, but it doesn't 
continue. You're able to bury it a lot quicker and move on.” 

Schenn said there’s “internal accountability” on the Canucks “for sure.” 
As Delia said, there is discourse. Miller’s actions will have been 
addressed. 

The Canucks have surrendered a pile of goals from bad line changes this 
season. Sometimes it is due to players changing at the wrong time, 
sometimes it’s players being lazy or lackadaisical while changing. 

“I think even if you get caught once, it's too often,” Boudreau said. “I 
mean, it shouldn't happen. And it does, and we try to correct it. Every day 
we talk about it, and we can only hope it gets better.” 

It didn’t get much notice, but captain Bo Horvat also skated slowly to the 
bench, behind Miller, after the turnover that preceded Calgary’s 
shorthanded goal on Saturday. With 26 goals, Horvat is having an 
exceptional season. With 30 points in 36 games, half of them on the 
power play, and a team-worst minus-13 rating, Miller is struggling under 
the weight of his new contract. And his performance Saturday came after 
his outburst Thursday. 

“I probably shouldn’t have changed, and he probably shouldn’t have 
changed,” Horvat said Monday. “It's just something that we have to 
tighten up and that we've talked about enough that we shouldn't be doing 
that kind of stuff.” 

In his fourth season as captain – and in the middle of a speculation 
hurricane that he will soon be traded due to an impasse in negotiations 
over a new contract – Horvat told reporters that Vancouver is a 

challenging place to play due to pressure and scrutiny and the constant 
“outside noise.” 

Later, he cited as an example the almost singular focus on Miller over the 
last two games. 

“It was just one of those things where he's frustrated with himself,” Horvat 
said. “But it just kind of looks worse (than it is). It does. It's tough 
because, again, people notice. The video is on you.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Panthers' All-Star Weekend comes 
amid ugly slide 

 

Ryan Dixon | January 2, 2023, 11:17 AM 8–11 minutes 

 

In about a month, the Florida Panthers will host the NHL All-Star Game. 
But instead of the event shining a light on a once-bumbling franchise that 
has turned itself around, the weekend festivities may happen alongside 
the sad truth that "here we go again" is still part of the Panthers 
experience. 

On Saturday, Florida surrendered three power-play goals to the streaking 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 4-0 loss. Twenty-four hours later the Cats were 
hosting the New York Rangers and from the moment Mika Zibanejad 
breezed through Marc Staal, Radko Gudas and Aleksander Barkov to 
score the game-opening goal in the first period, you had the feeling it 
might not be Florida’s day. It wasn’t and the Blueshirts left with a 5-3 
victory. 

The Rangers, of course, are on that list of teams that struggled to live up 
to expectations for a spell, but have found a way to get un-tracked. The 
Washington Capitals also fit that description and, for a while, it was easy 
to think Florida would eventually get hot and surge into the playoff 
picture. After all, the Panthers finished with a league-best 122 points last 
season and their underlying numbers — at least for a bit — told a story 
that differed with their middling results. 

But here we sit, barely a week from the season’s halfway point, and the 
Panthers are eight points behind the second wild-card in the Eastern 
Conference with four teams between them and the final playoff spot. 
Three of those squads — Detroit, Buffalo and Ottawa — are fellow 
Atlantic Division clubs, meaning the Presidents’ Trophy winners from a 
year ago actually sit second-to-last in their own division. 

Oh, by the way, the only Atlantic team worse than Florida — the Montreal 
Canadiens — holds the Panthers’ unprotected 2023 first-round pick. And 
the way things have been trending, it seems like a lock that selection will 
be part of the draft lottery for non-playoff teams. 

After dropping both weekend games, Florida has just six wins in its past 
18 outings. During that time the Cats rank 19th in goals-per-game (3.08) 
and 23rd in goals against (3.61). From the start of the year through Dec. 
1, Florida ranked third in expected goals at five-on-five. Since then, it has 
slipped to 17th. 

Sergei Bobrovsky, who took the loss on Sunday, has an .894 save 
percentage; Spencer Knight is slightly better at .907. 

Certainly it doesn’t help that both Barkov and Aaron Ekblad have spent 
chunks of time out of the lineup, but this team was supposed to be built 
to withstand some blows. The summertime blockbuster that sent 
homegrown success stories Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie 
Weegar to Calgary for Matthew Tkachuk was executed with the second 
season in mind and I think we all saw the Panthers were willing to take a 
regular-season step back in the hopes of making two forward come 
playoff time. 
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But even with Tkachuk on pace for another 100-point season, the 
Panthers have lost their footing. After hosting the Arizona Coyotes on 
Tuesday, Florida will set out for nine of 11 on the road, where its .375 
points percentage ranks 28th in the league. 

Who knows, maybe by the time we gather for the All-Star Game in early 
February we’ll be talking about a stunning Cats turnaround. The way it 
stands, though, that weekend might be filled with some tough questions 
for a franchise that hoped the bad ol’ days were behind it. 

Other Takeaways 

• Make it four straight wins for the Stars after they dumped the San Jose 
Sharks 5-2 in Big D on New Year’s Eve. The Stars, who are taking on the 
look of a real contender, have just one regulation-time loss in their past 
nine and have chased down the Vegas Golden Knights to move into a tie 
for the top spot in the Western Conference (while holding a game in hand 
on the Knights). 

Jason Robertson scored his 25th of the year on Saturday, and while he’s 
obviously been getting the love, save some fist bumps for Roope Hintz. 
The big Finn scored his sixth goal in five outings versus San Jose and, 
with 19 on the year, is actually only six back of Robertson for the team 
lead. 

• It’s sometimes tough to square what’s happening in Detroit in terms of 
the Red Wings turning a corner in their rebuild. A team that registered 74 
points last year is, after Saturday’s 4-2 win in Ottawa, on pace for over 90 
this season under first-year coach Derek Lalonde. That’s a feel-good 
story. Still, the Wings have a negative goal-differential, less-than-
encouraging underlying numbers, and both Moritz Seider and Lucas 
Raymond are experiencing some version of a sophomore slump (though 
Raymond has got it going lately with six points in his past six games, 
including 1-1-2 versus the Sens). 

The past three games sort of feel like a microcosm of the entire Wings 
experience. Detroit fell behind Ottawa 2-0 on Saturday before coming 
back with four unanswered tallies. The game prior, the Wings spotted the 
Sabres four goals in what eventually became a 6-3 defeat and the outing 
before that also saw Detroit fall behind by four before storming back to 
steal a 5-4 overtime win off the Penguins. That’s four of a possible six 
points in games where they were down two, four, and four goals, 
respectively. Good results, probably not the ideal process, though. 

• With the Winter Classic going Monday afternoon in Boston and the 
league officially announcing on Saturday it will mark the 20th anniversary 
of the first regular-season outdoor game with a Heritage Classic between 
Calgary and Edmonton next fall, I got to thinking: At this point, which 
franchises have not played the NHL version of pond hockey yet? Your 
answer — if you don’t count Carolina, which plays its first in February — 
is four teams: Seattle (of course), Arizona, Florida and Columbus. 

Weekend Warrior 

We mentioned the young guys driving the Dallas Stars, but cagey old Joe 
Pavelski might have had the best weekend of anybody in Dallas, picking 
up a goal and two apples in the win over San Jose — where he played 
for 13 seasons — and putting pen to paper on a one-year contract 
extension that will see him return to the Stars next year for his age-39 
season. This is Pavelski’s fourth season in Dallas and it’s remarkable 
what he’s done there in the winter of his career. Wipe out his first year in 
Texas and he’s basically a point-per-game player (169 in 176) since the 
start of the 2020-21 campaign. He’s also got 16 goals in 34 playoff 
games with Dallas. If this team gets over the top in the next year or two, 
you know this guy will be right in the middle of it. 

Red and White Powering Rankings 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs (23-8-6) Between now and mid-February, the 
Buds play 14 of 19 at home, starting Tuesday versus the Blues. Can they 
use this run to chase down the Atlantic-leading Bruins and avoid Tampa 
in Round 1? 

2. Winnipeg Jets (23-13-1) Kyle Connor’s slow start — two goals through 
14 games — is a seriously distant memory now. After his 1-1-2 showing 
Saturday night — including the game-winner in the third — in a gut-it-out 
2-1 victory over the Oilers, the left-winger has 22 points in his past 15 
outings. 

3. Calgary Flames (18-13-7) Jacob Markstrom won for the fourth time in 
his past five starts on Saturday as the Flames edged Vancouver in 
Calgary. The big Swede has a .910 save percentage in those games — 
not spectacular, but it’s a start for a Vezina-calibre goalie who’s needs 
the second half of this season to be better than the first. 

4. Edmonton Oilers (20-16-2) The Jets halted Connor McDavid’s 17-
game point streak on Saturday, marking just the second time since Oct. 
24 No. 97 was kept off the scoresheet. 

5. Ottawa Senators (17-17-3) With a pair on Sunday versus the Sabres 
(including one into an empty net), Tim Stützle has four goals in his past 
five outings and a nice little five-game point streak going. 

6. Vancouver Canucks (16-17-3) It just feels like every time you watch 
the Canucks this year they’re either in the midst of blowing a three-goal 
lead or feverishly trying to come back from a three-goal deficit. It was the 
latter, on Saturday, and they came up just short in Calgary. 

7. Montreal Canadiens (15-19-3) Things have gotten grim in a hurry as 
the Habs were pasted 9-2 by Washington on Saturday on the heels of a 
7-2 loss to Florida. The new year will surely bring more losses, but this 
team has to prove it can be competitive again. 

The Week Ahead 

• The Hurricanes will try to make it 12 in a row on Tuesday when they 
visit the Rangers at Madison Square Garden. 

• Tuesday also marks two months until the March 3 trade deadline … just 
sayin’. 

• The World Junior Championship wraps with the gold-medal game on 
Thursday. If teams weren’t already dreaming on the possibility of drafting 
Connor Bedard, my lord are they ever doing it now. 
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TSN.CA / Huberdeau, Markstrom leading Flames into 2023 

 

Salim Valji 

4–5 minutes 

 

After taking some time to find consistency early in the season, the 
Calgary Flames enter 2023 in fine form.  

Since the start of December, the Flames are second in the Pacific 
Division in points percentage, trailing only the Los Angeles Kings. 
They sit third overall in the division after earning 20 of a possible 32 
points. 

Much of their turnaround can be attributed to Jacob Markstrom and 
Jonathan Huberdeau. Markstrom has generated headlines this season 
for publicly calling himself out multiple times, but has turned the corner 
and been very good for the Flames. Over his last 10 appearances, he 
has a 0.906 save percentage and is once again providing saves in critical 
junctures. He has also cut down on his mistakes playing the puck.  

“The same, but happier,” Markstrom responded on Monday when asked 
about his confidence after those early season struggles versus now. 
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“Throughout the year, it’s just about controlling what you can control, 
which is what you do at practice. I feel like that’s one thing that’s been 
working for me throughout my whole career, is when I feel good in 
practice, you put in the extra time with [goaltending coach Jason 
LaBarbera], it pays out in the games.” 

Huberdeau, meanwhile, had 13 points in 16 games in December as his 
adjustment process continues. The playmaking winger has been asked 
to shoot more by head coach Darryl Sutter and admitted he’s at times 
lost confidence in his shot and passed too much, at one point joking he 
needed to see a psychologist. This season, he’s averaging 1.66 shots 
per game, a far cry from the 2.77 shots per game last season he took 
with the Florida Panthers where he racked up a career-high 115 points. 
Huberdeau has found a home on the right-side of a line with Milan Lucic 
and Nazem Kadri. Lucic was elevated to that top-six role after spending 
three games as a healthy scratch. He has three points in seven games 
since the promotion.  

“Chemistry is something that just happens naturally,” Lucic said. 

“Sometimes when you try to force it too much, it can work against you, 
but when you let it happen naturally and a fit happens, obviously it can go 
real well…at the end of the day, you trust your instincts and try to use 
your hockey sense and have your head up. When you play with two guys 
that have elite hockey sense, they know where to go and know where to 
get open.” 

As the season continues, it sounds like the chemistry experiment will as 
well. While last season’s lines didn’t change all that much, Sutter said 
recently that this season he’d tinker more based on who was hot and 
cold at that time.  

Hanifin excelling 

Much of the talk in Calgary has, for good reason, been about Rasmus 
Andersson. The 26-year-old has 27 points in 38 games and has 
blossomed into a true top-pairing blueliner. He’s Sutter’s go-to 
defenceman versus top opponents like Connor McDavid and Anze 
Kopitar and plays in all situations. His partner, Noah Hanifin, has flown 
under the radar, but has also had a really strong season while playing a 
career-high 22:29 per game and having a bigger role on the penalty kill 
and power play. 

“It’s something I take a lot of pride in and it’s a big role for the team,” he 
said of the matchups him and Andersson face on a nightly basis. 

“It’s hard playing against top players every night, but it’s something that 
I’ve gotten a lot more confident in doing, especially with the five-on-five 
play, just making sure I’m being responsible defensively, but I also feel 
like the offence is starting to kick in more. I’m starting to skate more and 
when I skate, all the other things open up more…everyone has different 
styles in the way they defend. You look at a guy like [Zadorov], he’s very 
physical and uses his body a lot. For me, I try to use my feet and stick 
and be on the right side of the puck.” 

Lines at practice on Monday: 

Dube-Lindholm-Toffoli 

Lucic-Kadri-Huberdeau 

Mangiapane-Backlund-Coleman 

Zohorna-Ruzicka-Lewis 

Hanifin-Andersson 

Weegar-Tanev 

Zadorov-Stone 

Mackey 

Markstrom 

Vladar 

After leaving Saturday’s contest with an apparent wrist injury, Brett 
Ritchie did not skate.  

Calgary plays in Winnipeg on Tuesday. 
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TSN.CA / Slovakia has plan to stop red-hot Bedard in quarters 

 

Mark Masters 

9–12 minutes 

 

Team Canada held a meeting at their hotel in Halifax on Monday, while 
Team Slovakia skated at the RBC Centre in Dartmouth, N.S. ahead of 
their World Junior Hockey Championship quarter-final meeting later on 
Monday. 

Connor Bedard is dominating the World Juniors, but Slovakia has a plan 
to stop him.  

"It's unbelievable what he's doing," said Slovak forward Servac 
Petrovsky, "but we have a couple guys to take care of him." 

Like who?  

"Robert Baco and a couple stronger guys," Petrovsky said with a smile. 
"So, I think it will be good." 

"We know each other," said Baco, a Moose Jaw Warriors forward, who 
faces Bedard in the Western Hockey League. "I'm ready for him. I'll keep 
an eye on him." 

This is nothing new for the Regina Pats phenom, who leads the 
tournament in scoring with 18 points.   

"Every team is always up on him," noted defenceman Brandt Clarke, 
"always up in his grill and shadowing him at 5-on-5 and on the power 
play. He embraces it. He enjoys that kind of attention. It won't really effect 
him. He still knows how to get his stick available. When he's under 
pressure, he knows where everyone else is on the ice and where to put 
the puck." 

"Connor can battle through that," agreed left winger Brennan Othmann. 
"He's strong. His legs are huge. He's a mature kid, so whatever someone 
throws at him, he'll be able to handle it." 

Othmann points out that Bedard is a physical player in his own right.  

"You saw it last game," Othmann said. "He had four assists, but also 
delivered some good hits. They don't have to be big hits, but they're key 
hits at key moments and on key players." 

No one has had an answer for Bedard this season. He's on a 27-game 
point streak in the WHL. He's hit the scoresheet in every game since 
arriving at Canada's camp, although the Slovaks did hold him to just one 
secondary assist in a pre-tournament game on Dec. 21.  

"You try and slow him down," said Slovakia assistant coach Scott Moser. 
"Is there a way to completely stop him? Nobody's done it yet. But, 
certainly, slowing him down is something we've talked about the last 
couple days." 

How exactly do you do that?  

"Well, we don't need him having an extra guy on the ice," Moser said. 
"Staying out of the penalty box is No. 1 for us." 

Canada leads the World Juniors with a 57 per-cent conversion rate on 
the power play.   
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"You got to know when he's on the ice," Moser continued. "They are the 
home team, so I'm sure they'll get a couple match-ups that they're 
looking for throughout the night, but we also have a lineup that we feel 
confident in." 

"We're well prepared and ready to rock," said Baco. 

0 seconds of 2 minutes, 53 secondsVolume 90% 

'He enjoys that kind of attention': Bedard ready for physical Slovaks 

Members of Team Canada and Slovakia spoke to the media on Monday 
ahead of their quarter-final matchup tonight. Touching on what the 
Slovaks have to do to try and slow down Connor Bedard and the physical 
play Canada expects to see from their opponent. 

Slovak defenceman Simon Nemec leads the tournament in ice time at 
26:33 per game.  

"He has IQ, for sure," said Moser. "You can see that when you watch him 
play. He's also been gritty this tournament. He hasn't slowed down for 
one instant when it comes to battles around the net or taking a guy 1-on-
1 in the corner. People know him for his offensive ability, but he has 
shown just how well he can shut plays down. We'll have him out there for 
plenty of minutes tonight." 

Nemec has been playing for the Utica Comets in the American Hockey 
League this season. One of his teammates is Graeme Clarke, who is 
Brandt's older brother. The siblings touched base to talk about the 
second overall pick in July's NHL draft.  

"I said, 'What do you think about this guy?' Graeme said he's a 
phenomenal player and kid...I watch him a lot. He's quite the player. He's 
a really quality defenceman. He runs that power play really well and is 
probably the key contributor on why they're doing so well in that 
department. He's someone we have to look out for." 

Slovakia is second in power-play percentage at 44 per cent.  

Nemec bringing grit at World Juniors; Bedard: 'He was giving it to me a 
lot' 

Simon Nemec has proved to be a tough player for opposing teams to 
deal with, Brandt Clarke, Connor Bedard and Team Slovakia assistant 
coach Scott Moser spoke on what makes him such a dominant force on 
the ice and the untapped potential he has with his career just getting 
started. 

With the Ontario Hockey League suspended during the pandemic, Clarke 
played 26 games for Nove Zamky Mikron in Slovakia.  

"It was my first experience with pro hockey and something I'll treasure for 
a long time," the 19-year-old from Nepean, Ont. said. "I still have a lot of 
friends over there. I still talk to a lot of guys. There's some guys who 
smirked at me when we played them in the pre-tournament game, but no 
friends tonight." 

Is Clarke able to trash talk the Slovaks in their native tongue?  

"I'm not, actually," he said. "I know, 'Hello' and 'Thank you,' but in the 
three months I didn't master the art of getting in people's heads." 

Shane Wright has three goals and three assists in four games, but only 
one of his points (an assist) came at even strength. 

"I'm doing okay," the Seattle Kraken centre said. "I can definitely do a lot 
of things better. I can maybe try and get more pucks to the net and try to 
create a few more opportunities. Overall, I've been playing pretty well." 

Wright has fired 11 shots on net, which ranks eighth on the team.   

Wright, Othmann and Dylan Guenther formed an explosive line at the 
2021 under-18 World Championship, but have yet to breakthrough in 
Halifax.  

"We just got to get more pucks to the net," said Othmann. "We do a good 
job forechecking and getting hard in there and reloading and stuff like 

that, but getting a guy to the net and throwing pucks to the net and 
outworking and outmuscling down low is big for us. We're three strong 
guys that can work hard in the corners, so if we can do that tonight and 
going forward, our line will be in good shape 5-on-5." 

Wright seeks 5-on-5 breakthrough: 'I can definitely do a lot of things 
better' 

Kraken rookie Shane Wright has three goals, and three assists over the 
four round robin games at the World Juniors. Admittedly, Canada's 
captain says he has been 'ok', but expects bigger things from himself as 
the elimination rounds progresses. 

Adam Gajan, who plays for the Chippewa Steel in the North American 
Hockey League, is among the break-out players at the World Juniors.  

"Super powerful and athletic," said Moser. "At his first practice with us, 
there was a 'Wow' moment from some of the coaches. We said, 'Hey, 
he's got ability. Let's see how it looks in a game.' And he's been calm so 
far in games. That's one thing that's stood out. Can you couple 
athleticism with mindset? So far he's done that." 

Gajan is a big reason why Slovakia upset the United States in the 
preliminary round. He's among the tournament leaders with a .939 save 
percentage. 

"I see a guy coming out of nowhere," said Kelly Guard, Hockey Canada's 
goalie consultant. "Those guys are dangerous, not going to lie. There's 
not a big book on him. We had to be selective about what we picked. We 
got a good feel on what we need to do. The guys have been receptive 
and sharp on that stuff." 

Guard's pre-scout helped Canada beat Carl Lindbom and Sweden on 
New Year's Eve. Lindbom entered the game with the tournament's top 
save percentage.   

"We brought up Lindbom's glove side and they exposed it," said Guard. 
"It's good to know they're taking it in." 

What's the book on Gajan?  

"I'll give you the inside scoop after," Guard said with a smile.  

Slovak goalie Gajan is dangerous wild card: 'There's not a big book on 
him' 

Slovakian goaltender Adam Gajan has been turning heads at this year's 
World Juniors, posting a 1.95 GAA and a shutout in the round robin. As 
Canada prepares to face Slovakia in the quarterfinals, goaltender coach 
Kelly Guard admits that is has been a challenge as there isn't much 
information available. 

Canada's goalies – Thomas Milic and Ben Gaudreau – are the only ones 
who hit the ice before the quarterfinals. 

"I run it by them and see if they want to go out," Guard said. "[Milic], since 
he's starting it is his crease, so we do what he wants to do and see what 
touches he wants." 

What did he want on Monday?  

"Mostly getting his eyes on the puck and feeling it," Guard said. "Not a lot 
of skating, but being able to control pucks and hopefully that goes into 
tonight's game." 

Guard is the only one firing pucks during these sessions.  

"I have a heavy shot," he said with a chuckle.  

Whatever they're doing, it's working. Milic appears to be in a zone.  

"He's a little more calm and steady," Guard observed. "He's got his feet 
underneath him. It's a big stage for him. It's his first time playing in front 
of a crowd this size...He's a really intelligent kid. He's really receptive. 
You bring something up, he gets it right away and is quick at 
implementing what you show him." 
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Projected Team Canada lineup for Monday's quarterfinal:  

Roy - Stankoven - Bedard  

Othmann - Wright - Guenther  

Dean - Gaucher - Ostapchuk  

Schaefer - Bankier - Fantilli  

Beck  

Del Mastro - Zellweger  

Allan - Clarke  

Hinds - Korchinski 

Matier  

Milic starts  

Gaudreau  

Injured: Dach  
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TSN.CA / Bruins’ dominance is something to behold 

 

Travis Yost 

6–7 minutes 

 

How have the Boston Bruins been so dominant this season? 

It’s becoming a more pertinent question as the regular season unfolds. 
It’s not that the Bruins don’t have significant competition, even within their 
own conference – teams like the Carolina Hurricanes, Toronto Maple 
Leafs, and New Jersey Devils have all shown themselves capable in the 
East. Out West, the Dallas Stars and Vegas Golden Knights have been 
similarly successful. Counting out the Colorado Avalanche – who have 
managed themselves through an injury-riddled first half – would also be a 
foolish bet. 

But Boston’s dominance has been something to behold. They are 56 
goals better than the opposition, which is nearly double that of second-
place Dallas (+30). They have yet to incur a regulation loss on home ice 
(18-0-3). And with so many points in the bank, Jim Montgomery’s team 
only needs to play at a 62-point pace the rest of the way to qualify for the 
playoffs. A 62-point pace, I remind you, would normally be good enough 
for dead last in the NHL standings. 

So, where has Boston built up such a competitive advantage relative to 
their peers? Much of it boils down to two themes. The first is the team is 
deep – perhaps they are due an upgrade on their fourth line come the 
trade deadline, but nearly every line and pairing combination 
Montgomery has put together has outscored the competition so far this 
season. The second is that this team remains impossible to crack 
defensively, and much of it has to do with the goaltending. 

Whenever a goaltending tandem is stopping just under 93 per cent of 
shots faced, you can reasonably assume the netminders are playing a 
sizable role in their team’s success. And that’s what we’ve seen from 
Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman through the first half of the season. 
But in the case of Boston, the play of Ullmark and Swayman has been 
additive. 

If we control for the impact of goaltending by plotting real goals scored 
against expected goals against (a measure blind to goaltending 
performance and volatility), Boston still looks to be the most dominant 

team in the league. That’s because their offence is hard to slow down, 
and their defence even harder to crack:  

At the end of the day, we only care about actual goals. But expected goal 
scoring can be illuminating when evaluating a team’s play, particularly in 
a low-scoring league like the NHL. In the case of the Bruins, we see a 
dominant two-way skating team irrespective of how well the goaltending 
has played. 

What does this look like in practice? Before Ullmark and Swayman even 
enter the equation, it’s nearly impossible to get inside into those premium 
scoring areas against the Bruins: 

The other thing I would point out is this is also true at the skater level. If 
we look at every Bruins player year-to-date by real goals scored (on ice) 
and expected goals conceded (on ice), you see staggeringly favourable 
differentials. This looks like a team capable of dressing at least three 
quality lines and three defensive pairings – you probably can nitpick at 
the performance of a few depth players, but that’s about it: 

Just about every single Bruins skater is in the positive this season 
whether you control for the goaltending or not, the only exceptions being 
depth forwards in Tomas Nosek and A.J. Greer. Any notion that the 
Bruins’ veteran roster is putting together a memorable finale season is 
bunk – those veterans are producing, but so too is the rest of the roster. 

That brings me to the goaltending. I said it was additive, and the above 
table emphasizes just how much. If we look at goals saved versus 
expectations, we can measure goaltenders by controlling for the 
defensive play in front of them. We know Boston is a tough defensive nut 
to crack, and it’s why their team save percentages have been elevated 
for years. But compare what the team is yielding from Ullmark and 
Swayman relative to Bruins goalies of years past. They are getting the 
team out of jams when they need to: 

Contrary to popular belief, the Bruins haven’t always had great 
goaltending. You can look as recently as last year, where a similarly 
dominant defensive team in Boston saw weaker than expected 
goaltending. Swayman and Ullmark last season gave up eight goals 
more than expected based on the profile of shots faced, and even behind 
a well-structured team, the Bruins finished 10th in all situations save 
percentage. 

This season? Different story. Boston’s combination of goalies have 
erased a staggering 20 goals – nearly four wins in the standings – from 
the ledger, most of that from the play of Ullmark. I’d be curious to know 
how much of Ullmark’s play has forced Montgomery’s hand a bit, too. 
This group was ripe for platoon work, where teams trade one elite 
goaltender for two quality ones that alternate starts. I think that was the 
plan to some degree in Boston, but Ullmark has been simply too good, 
and the Bruins have tilted usage in his direction. 

All of this to say that it’s very hard to see what’s going to slow this Boston 
team down anytime soon. There is a goaltending regression coming, yes. 
And they are still dressing one of the oldest teams in the league, which 
lends itself to risks like heightened fatigue and higher injury risks. 

But by and large they are blowing teams off the ice. And this story is one 
as old as time, at least in the modern era: build a dominant even-strength 
team with quality goaltending and you are nearly an impossible out when 
it matters most. 

That’s easier said than done, but the Bruins have everything working 
right now.   
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