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Hurricanes’ winning streak ends at Rangers 
New York rallied in the third period for a 5-3 win 

NEW YORK — Artemi Panarin, K’Andre Miller and Filip 
Chytil scored third-period goals as the New York Rangers 
rallied to beat Carolina 5-3 on Tuesday night, snapping the 
Hurricanes’ 11-game winning streak. 

Jacob Trouba and Mika Zibanejad also scored for the 
Rangers, who are 10-2-1 in their last 13 games. Igor 
Shesterkin made 20 saves in the first meeting between the 
teams since New York eliminated Carolina in seven games 
during a second-round playoff series last May. 

The Hurricanes had points in 17 straight and hadn’t lost in 
regulation since Nov. 23. 

Carolina led 3-2 entering the third before Panarin tied it with 
his 11th goal 36 seconds into the period. Miller put New York 
ahead 4-3 with a deflection at 10:27, beating Carolina 
netminder Pyotr Kochetkov for the defenseman’s third of the 
season, assisted by Zibanejad and Kaapo Kakko. 

Panarin’s goal was assisted by defensemen Ryan Lindgen 
and Adam Fox, who has at least one point in 26 of New 
York’s 39 games this season. 

Chytil’s goal came on the power play into an empty net at 
18:57. 

Hurricanes defenseman Jalen Chatfield put Carolina ahead 
3-2 at 17:14 of the second. 

The Hurricanes were 15-0-2 in their past 17 games. Their 
previous loss in regulation was 4-0 at home to Arizona just 

before Thanksgiving. Their most recent defeat was 4-3 in 
overtime at Anaheim on Dec. 6. 

Carolina scored first when defenseman Brent Burns put the 
puck past Shesterkin off a scrum in front at 7:24 of the 
opening period. The goal was the fifth this season for the 37-
year-old Burns, in his first season with the Hurricanes after 
11 with San Jose. Paul Stastny and Jaccob Slavin assisted. 

The Rangers tied it on the power play when Trouba scored 
his third at 16:26 of the first. 

Carolina answered right back when Martin Necas fired a shot 
past Shesterkin just 16 seconds later. The goal was the 17th 
this season for Necas. Stastny and Andrei Svechnikov 
assisted. Necas has a point in six straight games. 

Zibanejad scored his team-leading 19th goal at 16:45 of the 
second on the power play, but Chatfield put Carolina back 
ahead 29 seconds later. Zibanejad has points in 13 of his 
last 17 games. 

Carolina was coming off a 5-4 shootout win at New Jersey 
on Sunday, when the Hurricanes tied a franchise record with 
points in 12 consecutive road games. 

NOTES: Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour remained one win 
shy of 200. … The Hurricanes scratched defenseman Dylan 
Coghlan. … The Rangers scratched forward Johnny 
Brodzinski and defenseman Libor Hajek. … The teams play 
three more times: Feb. 11 and March 23 in Raleigh, and 
March 21 at Madison Square Garden. 

The Hurricanes host the Nashville Predators on Thursday. 
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Recap: Canes Historic Run Comes To A Close In New York 
Win streak stopped at 11, point streak halted at 17 

By Walt Ruff  

NEW YORK - It was inevitable that the Carolina Hurricanes' 
franchise-best stretch was going to end at some point, and 
that some point turned out to be Tuesday night in New York 
City, falling to the Rangers by a score of 5-3.  

The Story 

Entering Madison Square Garden winners of 11 straight, Rod 
Brind'Amour and staff turned to Pyotr Kochetkov in net for 
the first time in six games. The NHL's latest Rookie of the 
Month had not started since December 20, riding shotgun as 
Antti Raanta earned league honors himself as Third Star of 
the Week. 

When the action got underway, the contest felt very much 
like it was a continuation of the Eastern Conference playoff 
series between the two sides from last May. 

Tightly contested and back and forth, the Canes would get 
the first goal of the night courtesy of Brent Burns. 

A shot from the point by Jaccob Slavin caused some chaos 
in front of the crease of Igor Shesterkin, and eventually, the 
veteran defenseman swooped in to poke the loose puck off 
of a defender and in for his 14th point in 15 games. 

As stated above though, the game would swing in favor of 
both sides though and on their first power play of the night 
the Rangers would even the score. A shot from the point by 
Jacob Trouba bounced off of the skate blade of a Canes 
defender, changing directions before beating Kochetkov. 

However, the tied contest would last all of just 16 seconds, 
as the visitors would showcase their resiliency for the first of 
two times on the night. 

On the following shift after Trouba's goal, some integral work 
by Paul Stastny and Andrei Svechnikov allowed Martin 
Necas to net his 17th goal of the season. 

 Taking a 2-1 lead into the second, the two teams would then 
trade goals just 29 seconds apart in the second period. 

After a few quality stops by both Kochetkov and Shesterkin, 
an attempted pass from Mika Zibanejad for Vincent Trocheck 
slipped under Carolina's netminder to tie the affair, but Jalen 
Chatfield had the immediate response for Rod Brind'Amour's 
club.  

Heading to the third 3-2, the magic would then run out for 
Carolina. 

Just 36 seconds into the period Artemi Panarin snuck a shot 
by Kochetkov that he never saw. 

Then, just after the midway mark of the period, K'Andre 
Miller gave New York their first lead of the night. His third 
goal of the season would be supplemented by an empty net 
goal from Filip Chytil, closing out Carolina's first regulation 
loss since Wednesday, November 23. 

They Said It 

Brady Skjei providing his assessment of the loss, post-
game... 

"I don't think we played up to our standard the whole 60 
minutes. Obviously a good team like this is going to take 
advantage of mistakes. We just didn't have it tonight. We've 
had something pretty special the last few weeks, so we'll try 
and forget about this one, move on and then try to get 
another streak going." 

Martin Necas offering his perspective... 

"I think we were good at first, but just like Roddy told us after 
the game, we slowly went downhill. There were a lot of 
penalties, they had two power play goals and we had 
nothing. That was kind of the key to the game." 

Rod Brind'Amour speaking on Pyotr Kochetkov's return in 
net... 

"He's going to want those [goals] back, obviously. He made 
some nice saves in the game, but a couple of those goals 
are tough. He'll bounce back." 

Bonus Notes 

 Martin Necas' first period goal now gives him a new 
career-high with 17. 

 Allowing four goals on 30 shots, Pyotr Kochetkov 
suffers just the second regulation loss of his NHL 
career. 

 Canes forward Stefan Noesen left the game due to 
a lower-body injury in the first period and did not 
return. He attempted to skate again prior to the start 
of the second period, but instead headed back to 
the locker room and was ruled out. 

 With the loss, Carolina moves to 25-7-6. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to return to Raleigh post-game 
and practice on Wednesday, before returning to game action 
on Thursday when Nino Niederreiter and the Nashville 
Predators come to PNC Arena. 
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Rangers rally to stop Hurricanes win streak at 11 
Score 3 straight in 3rd period, hand Carolina 1st regulation 
loss in 18 games 

By David Satriano  

Recap: NYR 5, CAR 3 

Jacob Trouba, Mika Zibanejad, Artemi Panarin, K'Andre 
Miller and Filip Chytil all scored, leading the Rangers to a win 
over the Hurricanes, 5-3 

NEW YORK -- The Carolina Hurricanes winning streak 
ended at 11 games with a 5-3 loss to the New York Rangers 
at Madison Square Garden on Tuesday. 

Brent Burns, Martin Necas and Jalen Chatfield scored, and 
Pyotr Kochetkov made 26 saves for the Hurricanes (25-7-6), 
who also had their 17-game point streak end (15-0-2). 

"We came off it," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It 
was going to happen at some point. You know, and you say 
that and we were still going into the third and we had a 
chance to win the game. So not great on our part. Got to be 
better if we're going to win at a consistent pace like we have 
been. That game was not indicative probably of the way we 
played, and yet we were still right there to the end." 

Mika Zibanejad, K'Andre Miller, Filip Chytil and Jacob Trouba 
each had a goal and an assist for the Rangers (21-12-6), 
who are 3-1-1 in their past five games. Igor Shesterkin made 
20 saves. 

"This one feels good," said New York's Vincent Trocheck, a 
former Carolina forward. "Obviously it's a former team but it's 
also a team that's been really hot lately, they had won 11 in a 
row, a divisional team, so to get a win against these guys, it 
means a lot for our club." 

Miller gave the Rangers a 4-3 lead at 10:27 of the third 
period, tipping shot from Zibanejad. With Kochetkov pulled 
for the extra attacker, Chytl scored an empty-net power-play 
goal with 1:03 remaining for the 5-3 final.  

"It's a big game," Miller said. "I don't think we're too worried 
about their record and shutting down their streaks and things 
like that, but I think they're a good team over there and they 
have a lot of skill, and they definitely have all the skill and 
power to have that [win] streak." 

Artemi Panarin tied it 3-3 for the Rangers at 36 seconds of 
the third. 

"For sure we try and focus 100 percent for every game, but 
that game, that team is special," Panarin said. "… Maybe it 
was harder for them to keep focused, but they still played 
good." 

Zibanejad tied it 2-2 with a power-play goal at 16:45 of the 
second period. It appeared he was trying to pass to Trocheck 
in front, but the puck went through Kochetkov's five-hole.  

It was Kochetkov's first start in six games. 

"He's going to want those back, obviously," Brind'Amour 
said. "But he made some nice saves in the game, it's just a 
couple of those goals are tough. He'll bounce back." 

Chatfield gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead 29 seconds later at 
17:14. 

Carolina allowed three power-play goals on five opportunities 
after not allowing one in its previous four games (14-for-14). 

"We have a big emphasis on our penalty kill and want that to 
be really strong, and tonight just wasn't our night for that," 
Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei said. "So, we'll watch 
some video and learn from this and then definitely move on." 

Burns got to a loose puck in front and gave Carolina a 1-0 
lead at 7:24 of the first period.  

Trouba tied it 1-1 on the power play at 16:26 with a wrist shot 
from the blue line. 

The Hurricanes took a 2-1 lead 14 seconds later at 16:42 
when Necas scored on a one-timer from the left face-off 
circle. It was his NHL career-high 17th goal of the season. 

This was the first game between the teams since the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs last season, when the Rangers eliminated the 
Hurricanes in seven games in the Eastern Conference 
Second Round. 

"Obviously they've been one of the hottest teams in the NHL 
the last number of games and a top team in the League, so 
we weren't perfect tonight," New York coach Gerard Gallant 
said. "We got some puck luck tonight, but it's a big win, it's a 
good game for us and we've got to continue to do that, build 
on games like this." 

Carolina hasn't lost since Dec. 6 (4-3 in overtime at the 
Anaheim Ducks); its last regulation loss was Nov. 23 (4-0 to 
the Arizona Coyotes). 
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"A good team like this, they are going to take advantage of 
mistakes and [we] just didn't quite have it tonight," Skjei said. 
"Obviously we've done something very special here the last 
few weeks. So, try to forget about this one and then move on 
and try to get a streak going." 

NOTES: Trocheck had two shots on goal and won 10 of 19 
face-offs in 24:18 of ice time in his first game against the 
Hurricanes since signing a seven-year contract with the 

Rangers in the offseason. He had 96 points (39 goals, 57 
assists) in 135 games during three seasons with Carolina 
from 2019-22. … Necas extended his point streak to six 
games (seven points; four goals, three assists). … Burns 
extended his point streak to four games (five points; one 
goal, four assists). … The Hurricanes lost for the first time in 
regulation this season when leading after two periods (16-1-
2). 

Mailbag: Stanley Cup favorites approaching midseason; Capitals injuries 
NHL.com's Dan Rosen answers weekly questions 

By Dan Rosen  

Here is the Jan. 4 edition of the mailbag, where we answer 
your questions asked on Twitter using #OvertheBoards. 
Tweet your questions to @drosennhl. 

Of the top teams in the NHL with an open window, which are 
your picks to make a deep run/win the Stanley Cup this 
year? My immediate thought goes to the Stars and 
Hurricanes as front-runners with Boston up there too? -- 
@zachh88888 

My answer depends on what you're asking, because there 
are two topics at play: Teams that are the favorite this 
season and teams that are favorites now and built to be for 
the next several seasons because their championship 
window is expected to be open for a while. 

The Dallas Stars and Carolina Hurricanes fit into the second 
category, favorites this season and for several more seasons 
with their way their depth chart and contracts line up. The 
Hurricanes will have to re-sign forward Sebastian Aho, who 
is their most important player. He has one season remaining 
on his contract after this season, but I have zero doubt they'll 
get that done well in advance of him being able to become 
an unrestricted free agent. The Stars contract situation is 
even better, with most of their core players locked up through 
2024-25. Forwards Jason Robertson and Roope Hintz, and 
defenseman Miro Heiskanen, are all signed long term. Both 
should be contenders for a long time. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins kept their window open by re-
signing forward Evgeni Malkin and defenseman Kris Letang 
in the offseason. Sidney Crosby is signed through 2024-25 
and it feels like the Penguins have until then to win the 
Stanley Cup again. The Tampa Bay Lightning, Colorado 
Avalanche, Vegas Golden Knights, Edmonton Oilers and 
New York Rangers should be in a good position to stay 
contenders for the next few seasons too.  

The Bruins are in the window is now and let's worry about 
what's ahead situation. So much depends on center Patrice 
Bergeron. The 37-year-old captain is their heartbeat. When 
he signed a one-year contract Aug. 8, you just felt that 
everything would be OK this season. It obviously has been. 
The Bruins are the best team in the NHL. But Bergeron's 
future beyond this season is in doubt. Could he contemplate 
retirement again? If he leaves, it changes the Bruins 
regardless of what they do with forward David Pastrnak, who 
is in the last season of a six-year contract. Boston's defense 
and goaltending is set for a while, but Bergeron is the key. 

And, obviously, a plan for post-Bergeron life in Boston is 
essential.  

The Toronto Maple Leafs are also in the window is right now 
situation. They can make a deep run this season. The Maple 
Leafs would be a terrifying opponent in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs if they ever get out of the first round, something they 
haven't done since 2004. I can see them going all the way if 
they finally clear that hurdle, but forwards John Tavares, 
Mitchell Marner and Calle Jarnkrok, and defenseman 
Morgan Rielly, are their only players signed beyond next 
season. Auston Matthews' contract expires after next 
season. The majority of their depth forwards are pending 
UFAs and general manager Kyle Dubas doesn't have a 
contract beyond this season. If it's another first-round bust, 
we could be looking at some significant changes in Toronto, 
so it's about this season and this season only for the Maple 
Leafs. 

Which teams have best weathered long-term injuries to their 
top players? I just read that the Capitals' John Carlson is out, 
maybe until close to the end of the regular season. -- 
@TrishTheMiddle 

The top answer is the Washington Capitals, who should be in 
my answer above in the window is right now and let's not 
look ahead category. But the Capitals are my top answer for 
this question for more reasons than just the loss of Carlson. 
In fact, I could argue that they haven't yet had to really 
weather that because they've so far only had to play four 
games without the defenseman since he was struck in the 
right side of the face with a shot in a 4-1 win against the 
Winnipeg Jets on Dec. 23. Carlson remains out indefinitely. 
The Capitals have not issued a timetable for his return. It's 
just another injury to throw on top of a big pile of them that 
they've been weathering this season. Nicklas Backstrom 
(hip) and Tom Wilson (ACL surgery) haven't played yet. Both 
forwards are skating and they're going to return, Wilson likely 
sooner than Backstrom, but we still don't know exactly when. 
Connor Brown had ACL surgery on his right knee and the 
forward is out the rest of the season. Forward Carl Hagelin is 
out indefinitely with a left hip problem. Forward T.J. Oshie 
missed six games with an upper-body injury before returning 
Tuesday, and missed 11 games with a lower-body injury 
earlier in the season. They had 249 man games lost to injury 
entering play Tuesday. But the Capitals are still right in the 
thick of the playoff race and they've been one of the best 
teams in the NHL for the past month. That's weathering the 
storm of injuries. 

I have to give credit to the Bruins too because of everything 
they were dealing with entering the season. They did not 
have forward Brad Marchand (surgery on both hips), and 
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defensemen Charlie McAvoy (left shoulder surgery) and Matt 
Grzelcyk (right shoulder surgery) available when the season 
began. McAvoy missed the first 13 games. Marchand sat the 
first seven, and eight of the first nine. Grzelcyk missed the 
first four. The Bruins, who have had some other injuries 
along the way, albeit nothing major, are the best team in the 
NHL at 29-4-4, on pace right now for 64 wins, which would 
break the NHL record for most in a single season shared by 
the 1995-96 Detroit Red Wings and 2018-19 Tampa Bay 
Lightning (62 apiece). They are 19-0-3 at home. 

We expect to see the Avalanche in a playoff position, which 
they are not as of Wednesday. But the fact that they're 19-
14-3 and right on the bubble speaks to the level of depth and 
coaching that the defending Stanley Cup champions have 
because they've been besieged by injuries to so many key 
players who played a role in their run last season. Forward 
Gabriel Landeskog hasn't played all season because of 
offseason knee surgery and he's nowhere close to returning, 
coach Jared Bednar said. Darren Helm made his season 
debut in a 3-2 loss to the Vegas Golden Knights on Monday. 
The forward had adductor surgery in November. 
Defenseman Bowen Byram (lower body) has missed 26 
straight games. Defenseman Josh Manson (lower body) has 
missed 15 straight. Forward Valeri Nichushkin has missed 21 
games this season, including the past four with an ankle 
injury. Somehow the Avalanche went 6-3-2 without center 
Nathan MacKinnon from Dec. 7-29. The Avalanche have 
used an NHL-high 38 players this season, including 25 
forwards. 

With Seattle hosting the Winter Classic next year, is the 
decision to have Vegas as the opponent instead of 
Vancouver more of a ratings thing or rather two good teams 
playing each other in the same division? You would think 
Vancouver is closer and more logical. -- @VLBBalong875 

There are a couple of factors for this. 

1. The Winter Classic is typically played between two teams 
that are based in the United States. Of the 14 Winter Classic 
games, two have featured a Canada-based team. In 2016, 
the Montreal Canadiens defeated the Bruins 5-1 at Gillette 

Stadium in Foxborough, Massachusetts. In 2014, the Maple 
Leafs won 3-2 in a shootout against the Red Wings at 
Michigan Stadium in Ann Arbor, Michigan. But those two 
games featured Original Six teams, longtime rivals with 
significant history. The Vancouver Canucks are certainly 
geographic rivals with the Seattle Kraken, but there is no 
history with the two teams yet, so there is nothing to 
celebrate.  

2. Putting the Kraken against the Vegas Golden Knights is 
an ode to what's new in the NHL. The Golden Knights came 
into the NHL as the 31st team in 2017-18. The Kraken 
became the 32nd team last season.  

3. Ratings matter and putting Seattle and Vancouver in the 
same game would be making it a game strictly about the 
Pacific Northwest. I'm sure the region will be celebrated as 
part of the show and décor, but it is a national game that 
requires national exposure, which it will get with Vegas as 
part of the show.  

Will we get a Rangers-Devils Winter Classic? -- @goalymatt 

I'd be a fool to say it will never happen, but I wouldn't bet on 
it. They played against each other at Yankee Stadium in the 
2014 NHL Stadium Series, so we've already seen this 
matchup in an outdoor game. The NHL also had the Rangers 
in the 2018 Winter Classic at Citi Field, home of the New 
York Mets. Neither Yankee Stadium nor Citi Field is iconic 
enough for the NHL to want to go back before utilizing other 
venues. Fenway Park is iconic enough, which is why the 
NHL has held the Winter Classic there twice. Wrigley Field is 
too. I can see the NHL going back there. And MetLife 
Stadium, the other main option in the New York market, is 
almost impossible to use for a Winter Classic with two NFL 
teams playing there. The NHL took over Fenway Park on 
Dec. 18 and the Winter Classic wasn't until Jan. 2. Imagine 
asking the NFL to keep both the New York Jets and New 
York Giants from playing home games for that long. It's not 
realistic. On top of everything, the NHL doesn't want to limit 
the Winter Classic to one market even one as big as New 
York. That doesn't make sense. 
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Rangers score 3 in 3rd to stop Hurricanes’ win streak at 11 
By Allan Kreda 

NEW YORK (AP) — Artemi Panarin, K’Andre Miller and Filip 
Chytil scored third-period goals as the New York Rangers 
rallied to beat Carolina 5-3 on Tuesday night, snapping the 
Hurricanes’ 11-game winning streak. 

Jacob Trouba and Mika Zibanejad also scored for the 
Rangers, who are 10-2-1 in their last 13 games. Igor 
Shesterkin made 20 saves in the first meeting between the 
teams since New York eliminated Carolina in seven games 
during a second-round playoff series last May.  

“It’s a big win for us,″ Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. 
”We had some fortunate breaks tonight. They are a tough 
team to play against.” 

The Hurricanes had points in 17 straight and hadn’t lost in 
regulation since Nov. 23. 

“They were the better team,″ coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“We never really got things going. It was going to happen.” 

Carolina led 3-2 entering the third before Panarin tied it with 
his 11th goal, scoring on a long shot through traffic 36 
seconds into the period. Miller put New York ahead 4-3 with 
a deflection at 10:27, beating Carolina netminder Pyotr 
Kochetkov for the defenseman’s third of the season, assisted 
by Zibanejad and Kaapo Kakko.  

The Rangers have 52 third-period goals this season, third-
most in the NHL. 

Kochetkov made 26 saves but lost in regulation for only the 
second time in 16 decisions. 

“It was about us sticking with it tonight,″ Miller said. ”We 
wanted to come out in the third and give our team the best 
chance to win.” 

Panarin’s goal was assisted by defensemen Ryan Lindgren 
and Adam Fox, who has at least one point in 26 of New 
York’s 39 games this season. Panarin leads the Rangers 
with 44 points. 

”They play hard hockey, pressure everywhere,″ Panarin said 
of the Hurricanes. “For that team, it’s easy to keep focus 
100%.” 

Chytil’s goal came on the power play into an empty net at 
18:57 as the Rangers won for the fifth time in their last six 
home games after a 4-6-4 start at Madison Square Garden. 

The Hurricanes were 15-0-2 in their past 17 games. Their 
previous loss in regulation was 4-0 at home to Arizona just 
before Thanksgiving. Their most recent defeat was 4-3 in 
overtime at Anaheim on Dec. 6. 

“We’ve done something special these past few weeks,″ 
defenseman Brady Skjei said. “Tonight just wasn’t our night. 
One loss doesn’t change the way we feel about our team.” 

Hurricanes defenseman Jalen Chatfield put Carolina ahead 
3-2 at 17:14 of the second.  

Carolina scored first when defenseman Brent Burns put the 
puck past Shesterkin off a scrum in front at 7:24 of the 
opening period. The goal was the fifth this season for the 37-
year-old Burns, in his first season with the Hurricanes after 
11 with San Jose. Paul Stastny and Jaccob Slavin assisted.  

The Rangers tied it on the power play when Trouba scored 
his third at 16:26 of the first. 

Carolina answered right back when Martin Necas fired a shot 
past Shesterkin just 16 seconds later. The goal was the 17th 
this season for Necas. Stastny and Andrei Svechnikov 
assisted. Necas has a point in six straight games.  

Zibanejad scored his team-leading 19th goal at 16:45 of the 
second on the power play, but Chatfield put Carolina back 
ahead 29 seconds later. Zibanejad has points in 13 of his 
last 17 games. 

Carolina was coming off a 5-4 shootout win at New Jersey 
on Sunday, when the Hurricanes tied a franchise record with 
points in 12 consecutive road games.  

NOTES: Brind’Amour remained one win shy of 200. … The 
Hurricanes scratched defenseman Dylan Coghlan. ... The 
Rangers scratched forward Johnny Brodzinski and 
defenseman Libor Hajek. ... The teams play three more 
times: Feb. 11 and March 23 in North Carolina, and March 
21 at Madison Square Garden. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host the Nashville Predators on Thursday.  

Rangers: Visit the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday.

Predators take on the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes 
Nashville Predators (15-14-6, sixth in the Central Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (25-7-6, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 
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BOTTOM LINE: The Nashville Predators take on the top-
ranked team in the Metropolitan Division, the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Carolina has a 12-3-1 record in home games and a 25-7-6 
record overall. The Hurricanes have a +19 scoring 
differential, with 118 total goals scored and 99 allowed. 

Nashville has gone 7-8-3 on the road and 15-14-6 overall. 
The Predators have a 6-5-5 record in games they have more 
penalties than their opponent. 

Thursday’s game is the first time these teams meet this 
season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 12 goals and 18 
assists for the Hurricanes. Stefan Noesen has five goals and 
three assists over the past 10 games. 

Filip Forsberg has 14 goals and 18 assists for the Predators. 
Roman Josi has scored three goals with six assists over the 
past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 9-1-0, averaging 3.9 goals, 
6.4 assists, 4.4 penalties and 8.8 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.5 goals per game. 

Predators: 4-3-3, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.8 assists, 3.9 
penalties and 9.4 penalty minutes while giving up 2.9 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), 
Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Stefan Noesen: day to day (lower body), Max 
Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Predators: Mark Borowiecki: out (upper body), Cole Smith: 
day to day (upper-body), Matt Duchene: out (personal). 

 

 

 
 
 

 

NHL Rewind: Hurricanes stay red hot as win streak reaches 11, Bruins rally to defeat 
Penguins Fenway Park  
The Bruins needed a 'ninth-inning rally' to defeat the 
Penguins in Fenway Park, and they got it 

By Austin Nivison & Chris Bengel  

Another week of NHL action has passed, there was no 
shortage of highlights over the holiday weekend. The Boston 
Bruins and Pittsburgh Penguins squared off in the 2023 NHL 
Winter Classic with the home team pulling it out late. 

Meanwhile, the Carolina Hurricanes kept their hot streak 
alive, and goaltenders across the league decided to be 
chaotic for no reason at all. Let's review some of the biggest 
moments from this past week around the NHL. 

Goal of the weekend: Claude Giroux dazzles in Detroit 

Even in the twilight of his career, Claude Giroux still has 
some magic up his sleeve. Giroux carries the puck into the 
offensive zone on a one-on-one and puts the puck between 
his legs to avoid the poke check from Jake Walman before 
catching Magnus Hellberg off guard with a backhand shot. 
Giroux got some help with the puck ricocheting off Hellberg's 
blocker and into the net. 

As the Senators try to claw their way back into the Eastern 
Conference playoff race, Giroux is playing a big role for the 
team as a veteran leader. After signing with Ottawa as a free 
agent last offseason, Giroux already has 15 goals on the 
year after scoring 21 last season. 

Robbery of the weekend: Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen rejects 
Pastrnak 

There are very few goaltenders who can slam the door on 
David Pastrnak these days, but Sabres goalie Ukko-Pekka 
Luukkonen did just that in dramatic fashion. Late in the third 
period, with the Bruins up 3-2, Pastrnak picked the pocket of 
a Buffalo defender and walked in all alone on Luukkonen. He 
was looking to put the game away, but Luukkonen stuck out 
his pad and stole what looked like a sure goal. 

Almost everyone in TD Garden thought Pastrnak had 
doubled the Bruins' lead, but somehow Luukkonen was able 
to keep the puck out of the net. If the Sabres get more 
goaltending like that, they will be in the playoff hunt this 
spring. 

DeBrusk leads Bruins past Penguins in Winter Classic 

The Boston Bruins have been a juggernaut at home 
throughout the 2022-23 season. While Fenway Park may not 
be the team's traditional home, the Bruins still managed to 
keep up their winning ways as they beat the Pittsburgh 
Penguins 2-1 in the 2023 Winter Classic on Monday. 

The Bruins were able to erase a 1-0 third period deficit 
thanks a two-goal performance from winger Jake DeBrusk. It 
marked the 27th game-winning goal of DeBrusk's career, as 
he became just the second Bruins player (David Pastrnak 
had a hat trick at Lake Tahoe in 2021), to record multiple 
goals in an outdoor game. 
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DeBrusk's game-winner came with just 2:24 remaining in the 
third period. Bruins forward Taylor Hall drove the puck to the 
net and Penguins goaltender Casey DeSmith, who replaced 
starter Tristan Jarry following a lower-body injury in the first 
period, made the initial save. However, DeBrusk pounced on 
the rebound in front and scored to give the Bruins a 2-1 lead 
late in the final period. 

The Penguins had carried a 1-0 lead into the third period 
after Kasperi Kapanen scored at the 8:40 mark of the second 
frame. 

Boston's victory brings its home record to 19-0-3 on the 
season. The Bruins continue to be one of the most 
dangerous teams across the NHL and showcased it on the 
big stage on Monday. 

Hurricanes extend winning streak to 11 games 

On Sunday, the Carolina Hurricanes won a back-and-forth 
affair against the New Jersey Devils, 5-4 in a shootout. That 
brought the Canes' winning streak to 11 games, and they are 
getting the job done in a variety of ways. 

Against the Devils, Carolina didn't get impeccable 
goaltending, but New Jersey still manufactured enough 
offense to push the game to extra time. With the Hurricanes 
down 4-3 late in the third period, the red-hot Martin Necas 
buried a 4-on-3 power play goal to tie the game. 

Neither team would score in overtime, and Andrei 
Svechnikov beat Mackenzie Blackwood in the shootout to 
extend Carolina's lengthy winning streak. 

This may be Carolina's 11th straight win, but it has been 
rolling for even longer than that. The last time the Hurricanes 
lost in regulation was way back on Nov. 23 in a 4-0 loss to 
the Arizona Coyotes. 

Ovechkin scores hat trick in rout of Canadiens 

After passing Gordie Howe and for second on the NHL's all-
time goals leaderboard, Alex Ovechkin did not take any time 
to exhale. In fact, Ovechkin seems to be chasing Wayne 
Gretzky with renewed vigor. 

On Saturday night, the Washington Capitals vaporized the 
Montreal Canadiens, 9-2, and Ovechkin scored his second 
hat trick of the season. On his third goal of the game, 
Ovechkin powered his way around Johnathan Kovacevic and 
slipped the puck past Jake Allen. 

Ovechkin now has 26 goals in 39 games, and he is on pace 
for 55 by the end of the season. It seems like Ovechkin has 
only gotten stronger with age. At this rate, he's on pace to 
post back-to-back 50-goal seasons at the ages of 36 and 37. 

Goalie gaffes galore 

I'm not sure what went on in the goaltenders' league-wide 
group chat last week, but they all had very chaotic energy 
over the weekend, and not in a good way. Let's start on New 
Year's Eve, when St. Louis Blues goaltender Jordan 
Binnington played the puck directly to Ryan Hartman, who 
plays for the Minnesota Wild. Binnington gets credit for 
risking his health to get back in goal, but it was all for naught. 

Next, let's take a look at Kaapo Kahkonen, who somehow 
broke his stick trying to rim the puck around the boards. The 
ensuing chaos resulted in Patrick Kane firing it by 
Kahkonen's blocker, which is precisely where his stick 
should have been. 

Finally, we have the Devils' Mackenzie Blackwood racing out 
to swat a contested puck away from the Hurricanes' 
Sebastian Aho. Blackwood won the race, but he got roughly 
five percent of the puck on his clearing attempt. That was 
enough to serve as a pass to Aho, who scored the easiest 
goal of his career right after. 

Normally, I push back when fans bemoan goaltenders trying 
to play the puck, but I have a hard time arguing against this 
collection of evidence. 

Appointment viewing this week 

Hurricanes at Rangers | Tuesday, Jan. 3: These teams have 
been a couple of the best in the Metro Division for the last 
month, and they'll go head-to-head on Tuesday night. Either 
the Rangers will score a huge divisional win or the 
Hurricanes will extend their winning streak to 12 games. 

Kraken at Oilers | Tuesday, Jan. 3: Behind the Vegas Golden 
Knights, there is no clear contender in the Pacific Division, 
and the Kraken and Oilers are fighting for playoff spots. 
Looking back at the end of the season, these two points 
could prove to be enormous. 

Lightning at Wild | Wednesday, Jan. 4: The Wild have quietly 
been chasing down the Stars and Jets in the Central Division 
for a while now, and they will get a major test with the 
Lightning coming to town this week. Even after three straight 
long postseason runs, Tampa Bay has not lost a step. 

Rangers at Devils | Saturday, Jan. 7: The Devils have 
faltered of late, and that has given the Rangers the 
opportunity to close the gap on them in the Metro Division. 
This rivalry game is always big, but this one should have a 
little more juice. 

Kings at Golden Knights | Saturday, Jan. 7: These are the 
top two teams in the Pacific Division, and it wouldn't be crazy 
to think that it could be a future second-round playoff 
matchup. This game should provide an intense atmosphere 
in the desert on Saturday night. 
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Canes’ historic streaks snapped in loss to Rangers 
The Carolina Hurricanes’ franchise-record win and point 
streaks are finally over.  

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes’ historic point and win streaks came 
to an end Tuesday night in Madison Square Garden, as 
Carolina dropped a tightly contested game 5-3 to the 
Rangers.  

The loss was the first for the Hurricanes since Dec. 6, and it 
was their first loss in regulation since Nov. 23.  

The Canes held leads of 1-0, 2-1 and 3-2 in the game, but a 
third-period burst from the Rangers led to Carolina’s point 
streak ending at 17 games. Brent Burns, Martin Necas and 
Jalen Chatfield did the scoring for the Canes, while Pyotr 
Kochetkov stopped 26 of 30 shots faced.  

It was a fast-paced first period which started out really well 
for the Hurricanes, as Burns opened up the scoring just over 
seven minutes in on a scramble in front of Shesterkin. 
Jaccob Slavin fired in a shot that broke his stick, and after a 
deflection Shesterkin couldn’t control the rebound.  

Paul Stastny did great work in front of the crease to box out a 
defenseman, allowing Burns to crash towards the net and 
poke the puck forward. A fortunate bounce for the Hurricanes 
made it 1-0.  

After Carolina controlled a lot of the 5-on-5 play, New York 
got a chance on the power play after Sebastian Aho was 
called for an offensive-zone hooking. The Rangers very 
quickly used the extra skater to their advantage, as Trouba 
tallied to make it 1-1.  

But as quickly as New York tied things up, the Canes had the 
lead right back. Right after the power-play equalizer, 
Carolina got the puck forward, crashed the net and Andrei 
Svechnikov set Necas up for a one-time snipe past 
Shesterkin.  

The goal was the 17th of the season for Necas, a new career 
high in just 38 games played.  

On a sour note in the first period for the Canes, forward 
Stefan Noesen took an awkward spill and went to the locker 
room. Noesen came back out to try and warm up for the 
second period, but headed back to the room again before the 
start of the period and was ruled out for the rest of the night.  

The story of most of the second period was that of special 
teams play, as the Canes and Rangers combined to commit 
six penalties in the middle period. The penalty kill was the 
stronger side of most of those, though New York broke 
through on the final power play of the period to tie things at 
2-2.  

After a second penalty on Burns, Zibanejad scored on the 
power play on an odd goal that Kochetkov will want back. 
Zibanejad was looking for Vincent Trocheck in front of the 
net, but the former Hurricane never touched the pass in and 
it scooted right between Kochetkov’s legs.  

But just as they did in the first period, the Hurricanes 
answered the power play goal almost immediately. Just 29 
seconds after New York tied the game, Chatfield fired a shot 
into traffic that deflected off Filip Chytil and past Shesterkin 
to make it 3-2 Canes headed into the second intermission.  

The Rangers took less than 40 seconds in the third to tie the 
game at 3-3, as Panarin scored through traffic on a goal not 
too dissimilar to the Zibanejad goal. Panarin skated the puck 
around the zone and fired low through some traffic, and 
through a screen the puck went through Kochetkov’s legs.  

Midway through the third period, the Rangers took their first 
lead of the night thanks to K’Andre Miller, as a deflected 
puck in traffic beat Kochetkov to make it 4-3 after the Canes 
failed to clear the zone.  

The Canes had a chance on the power play late in the game 
and couldn’t convert — despite a prime chance from Seth 
Jarvis — and had to go on the penalty kill for a really harsh 
call against Jordan Martinook with 2:45 left for “playing” the 
puck with a broken stick. Carolina pulled Kochetkov to even 
the numbers, and Chytil made it 5-3.  

Carolina will now look to have to bounce back for the first 
time in a long time Thursday at home against the Predators.  

Drury’s offense helps Wolves, but not enough 
The Wolves lost back to back games against the Rockford 
IceHogs 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 10-15-3-1, 24 points  

Goals/Game: 2.93 

Goals Against/Game: 4.14 

Shots/Game: 26.42 

Shots Against/Game: 32.31 

Power Play % (Rank): 17.3% (26th) 
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Penalty Kill % (Rank): 82.9% (9th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Malte Stromwall (22) 

Most Goals: Vasily Ponomarev (9) 

Most Assists: Rees, Malte Stromwall (15) 

Next Game: Tuesday, January 3 vs. Iowa 

(stats as of January 3, 2023) 

The story of the Chicago Wolves as of late has been one 
step forward, two steps back. The power play will contribute, 
but the penalty kill will regress. The Wolves improve their 
overall possession time but struggle with goaltending. Young 
players start contributing more on offense, but the defense 
and goaltending give up goals that shouldn’t happen. This 
season is a work in progress for the organization, and the 
back and forth in improvements and challenges helps 
reinforce that. 

The return of Jack Drury to the lineup will certainly help the 
Wolves. He’s collected assists in both games that he’s 
played so far, proving to be as reliable up the middle as he’s 
ever been. Drury helped set up the opening goal in both 
games that he’s played in and has already been a force on 
the power play. With the Wolves offense in general seeming 
to be turning the corner into greater reliability, having Drury 
back even if only temporarily, will help continue that trend.  

One of the greatest concerns for the Wolves right now is a 
growing habit of giving up leads. Early in the season, it was 
rare that the Wolves played with a lead at all. But lately, 
they’ve been striking early but failing to hold the lead. In five 
of their last ten games, including both games this weekend 
against Rockford, the Wolves scored first but gave up the 
lead. 

On Friday, they scored twice in the first period, with the goals 
separated by slightly over a minute, and they ended the 
second period with a 3-1 lead. Rockford took over the game 
in the third period, however, outshooting the Wolves 10-2 
and scoring twice. The game tying goal came on the power 
play with five minutes left in regulation.  

On Saturday, the Wolves came out of the first period up 1-0, 
scoring on the power play (the opening minute of a five-
minute major) with four seconds left in the period. They 
outshot Rockford 12-6 in that period, but once again the 
IceHogs took over for the duration of the game. They killed 
off the remaining four minutes of the major penalty assessed 
to Adam Clendening and used that momentum to swing the 
game in their favor, scoring six unanswered goals in the 
second and third periods. The IceHogs nearly doubled the 
Wolves up in shots over the final 40 minutes, with a 15-9 
advantage.  

While communication seems to be improving between the 
Wolves players on the ice, the habit of letting a few small 
errors snowball into major issues (like on Saturday) needs to 
be the next focal point for the Wolves in terms of making 
improvements.  

The Wolves have finally jumped out of last place in the 
Central Division, however. They sit ahead of Grand Rapids 
by one point. They trail the fifth place Iowa Wild by six points; 
the Wild happen to be their next opponent so a win can help 
close that gap.  

Game 28: Chicago Wolves 3, Rockford IceHogs 4 (SO) 

Josh Melnick gets the goal here but it’s a deflection of an 
excellent shot from Jack Drury. 

Scoring: William Lagesson, 1 G, 1 A; Malte Stromwall, 1 G; 
Josh Melnick, 1 G; Ronan Seeley, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 1 A; Jack 
Drury, 1 A; Vasily Ponomarev, 1 A 

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 34 of 37, 0.919 sv%  

Game 29: Chicago Wolves 2, Rockford IceHogs 6 

Another excellent setup from Drury here.  

Scoring: Malte Stromwall, 2 G; Max Lajoie, 1 A; Jack Drury, 
1 A; Vasily Ponomarev, 1 A 

In net: Cale Morris, saved 15 of 21, 0.714 sv%  
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Rangers rout Hurricanes 5-3, end record-breaking streak  
By Sam Overton 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Brent Burns defends 
Buffalo Sabre opponent during the game on Friday, Nov. 4, 
2022 in PNC Arena. The Hurricanes beat the Sabres 5-3. 

The New York Rangers snapped the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
11-game win streak with a 5-3 victory in Madison Square 
Garden on Tuesday, Jan. 3. Questionable play-calling and 
sloppy offense on the Canes’ behalf ended a record-breaking 
run, denying head coach Rod Brind’Amour his 200th win. 

“Tough game,” Brind’Amour said. “I like how we started. 
There were just some kinda weird things that went on, and 
we never really got going.” 

Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov returned to the crease for the 
first time since Dec. 20, following fellow netminder Antti 
Raanta’s impressive five-win run. Kochetkov, days after 
being named NHL’s Rookie of the Month, boasted a 10-1-4 
record heading into Tuesday evening’s game. 

Carolina drew the first goal at MSG thanks to a tip-in from 
defenseman Brent Burns. Although difficult to attribute to any 
one particular player, a team effort brought Rangers 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin just outside the crease, allowing 
Burns — or maybe center Paul Stastny — to score 
Carolina’s go-ahead goal early in the first period. 

The Hurricanes’ penalty kill is one of the team’s strong suits, 
but no NHL team is always immune to a well-played 
slapshot. Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba nailed the 
puck past Kochetkov on the man advantage, tying the game 
at one point apiece. 

Sixteen seconds after Trouba’s slapshot, however, Carolina 
responded in kind to keep the Rangers on their toes. Center 

Martin Necas scored his 17th goal of the season — a season 
record for the 23-year-old, in fewer than half as many games 
— to put the Hurricanes in the lead once again. 

By the end of the second frame, both teams tacked on 
another goal apiece. Both were scored in an incredibly 
similar fashion to the previous two — Rangers center Mika 
Zibanejad scored the tying goal, a neat biscuit right between 
Kochetkov’s legs, on the power play, then defenseman Jalen 
Chatfield answered with the go-ahead goal 29 seconds later. 

The Hurricanes’ penalty kill, ranked eighth in the NHL prior to 
Tuesday’s match, struggled in MSG. After New York scored 
two goals on the man advantage, it was clear heading into 
the third period that the game would likely be decided by 
Carolina’s ability to keep a punchy offense at bay. 

Ultimately, the Hurricanes weren’t able to extend their win 
streak to 12. A pair of goals scored by New York within the 
first half of the third frame gave the Rangers all the comfort 
room they needed to cruise to victory. To add insult to injury, 
New York center Filip Chytil scored on an empty net less 
than a minute after Carolina pulled Kochetkov. 

Despite the loss, the Hurricanes’ 11-win run and 17-game 
point streak were nothing short of incredible. Ever since an 
embarrassing loss to the Arizona Coyotes in late November, 
Carolina has played with grit and determination game after 
game, sometimes without key players. That being said, the 
Canes were surely outplayed in New York and look to 
reshuffle offensively ahead of the next few weeks. 

The Hurricanes will return to Raleigh on Jan. 5 to play the 
Nashville Predators. Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. 
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Wolves Tame Wild 5-2 
ROSEMONT, Ill.—The Chicago Wolves opened the 2023 
portion of their schedule with a 5-2 victory over the Iowa Wild 
on Tuesday night at Allstate Arena. 

Josh Melnick had a goal and an assist while Alexander 
Pashin, Ryan Suzuki, Noel Gunler and Brendan Perlini also 
scored to help the defending Calder Cup champion Wolves 
snap a two-game losing skid. 

“Right from the start we were skating and getting pucks deep 
and we had a lot of energy that we kept going through the 
whole game,” Wolves captain Max Lajoie said. “We have 
struggled a little bit to do that in the past few games so it was 
nice to see (Tuesday night).” 

Pashin’s fourth goal of the season put the Wolves out in front 
early in the opening period. The winger picked the pocket of 
Wild defenseman Daemon Hunt deep in the offensive zone, 
spun and ripped a shot from behind the goal line that found 
its way past Iowa goaltender Zane McIntyre to the blocker 
side. 

The Wolves extended the lead a short time later on Suzuki’s 
third goal of the season. The center pounced on a rebound 
of an Alex Green shot and chipped it into the net. Malte 
Stromwall also had an assist to up his team-leading total to 
16 on the season. For Stromwall, it was his 14th point (four 
goals, 10 assists) in his last 10 games. 

Early in the second, the Wild trimmed the Wolves’ lead in 
half on Marco Rossi’s score. 

“When they scored that goal to make it a one-goal game we 
stayed positive and stuck to our game plan,” Lajoie said. “It 
works, so we just have to keep doing that.” 

Later in the period, the Wolves cashed in on the first power-
play opportunity of the game with Gunler’s seventh goal of 

the season. The winger batted in a rebound of a Max Lajoie 
shot following a scramble in front. William Lagesson also 
picked up an assist on the goal. It marked the fourth 
consecutive game the Wolves have scored with a man 
advantage. 

Perlini wasted no time in the third to give the Wolves a 4-1 
advantage, scoring seven seconds into the frame. The 
winger, fresh off his return from Davos, Switzerland, where 
he was playing for Team Canada in the Spengler Cup, took a 
pass from Gunler and wired a wrist shot from the high slot 
past McIntyre. 

The goal equaled a Wolves franchise record for fastest to 
open a period, matching Steve Maltais against Utah on Oct. 
6, 2001. 

Sammy Walker scored on the Wild’s first power play of the 
game to make it 4-2 midway through the third. 

Melnick capped the scoring with an empty-net tally for his 
eighth goal of the season. Lagesson earned his second 
assist of the game while Jack Drury added one. 

Zachary Sawchenko (27 saves) earned the win in goal for 
the Wolves while McIntyre (22 saves) suffered the loss for 
the Wild. 

The Wolves improved to 11-15-3-1 on the season while Iowa 
fell to 13-14-2-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will host the Cleveland Monsters on 
Friday at Allstate Arena (7 p.m.; My50 Chicago, AHLTV). It 
will be $3 Beer Night and the Wolves will also continue to 
spotlight Mental Health Awareness. 

 

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/hurricanes-winning-streak-ends-at-rangers/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-historic-run-comes-to-a-close-in-new-york/c-339489978 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-recap/c-339204638 

https://www.nhl.com/news/over-the-boards-dan-rosen-mailbag-january-4/c-339479016 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-artemi-panarin-filip-chytil-4dbf406f112a6486986c27a6626beb73 

https://apnews.com/article/sports-carolina-hurricanes-nashville-predators-nhl-hockey-stefan-noesen-98c6715ee7c046cc9c4bd90fe1964897 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-rewind-hurricanes-stay-red-hot-as-win-streak-reaches-11-bruins-rally-to-defeat-penguins-fenway-park/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/3/23538086/canes-historic-streaks-snapped-in-loss-to-rangers 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/3/23537388/ahl-jack-drurys-offense-helps-chicago-wolves-but-not-enough 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/rangers-rout-hurricanes-5-3-end-record-breaking-streak/article_5aff8a8e-8bdf-11ed-bce0-
7b2bcd81f240.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/01/03/wolves-tame-wild-5-2/ 
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Six score as Nashville Predators hand Montreal Canadiens sixth 
consecutive loss 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

The Nashville Predators defeated the Montreal Canadiens 6-3 on 
Tuesday at Bridgestone Arena, the team's final home game before a five-
game road trip that begins Thursday in North Carolina. 

Cody Glass, Colton Sissons and Mattias Ekholm gave the Predators 
three-goal lead in the first period. Thomas Novak and Roman Josi also 
scored for Nashville. 

Matt Duchene's 5-on-3 goal in the third period marked the fifth time in the 
last six games the Predators have scored a power-play goal. Nino 
Niederreiter had three assists for Nashville. 

The game was the 250th of Predators goalie Juuse Saros' career. 

The Predators are 16-14-6. he Canadiens, who had been outscored 24-7 
in their previous four games and had lost their previous five in a row, are 
15-20-3. 

Tennessean LOADED: 01.04.2023 
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How Nashville Predators forward Matt Duchene juggled new baby, road 
trip right away 

Nashville Predators Matt Duchene balances new baby, playing hockey 
after birth of third child 

 

Paul Skrbina 

 

From line changes to diaper changes to flight changes back to line 
changes, Nashville Predators forward Matt Duchene's whirlwind at the 
end of December left him both ecstatic and drained. 

Duchene's wife Ashley gave birth to the couple's third child, Ellie Jo, the 
morning of Dec. 27, the same day the Predators lost to the Dallas Stars 
at Bridgestone Arena. Duchene didn't play in the game. Nor did he join 
the team the next day on its flight to California for its two-game road trip. 

Instead, Duchene stayed back to spend an extra day and night with his 
newly expanded family, which includes son Beau and daughter Jaymes, 
before beginning his 13-hour escapade to Anaheim at the Nashville 
Airport around noon on Dec. 29, a day ahead of the team's 6-1 victory 
against the Ducks. 

A quick one-hour flight to Atlanta followed. Then a four-hour layover. 
Then to another plane for the last leg of the trip to Los Angeles. Then a 
45-minute car ride to Anaheim. 

Duchene said that despite having two children already, this experience 
was a bit different. He was able to some spend time with Beau, the 
oldest, after he was born in 2019. Thanks to COVID-19 delaying the start 
of the 2020-21 season, Duchene spent a couple of months at home with 
Jaymes. 

Duchene was on a bit of a hot streak before the Ellie Jo's birth, having 
scored in four consecutive games. 

"It was pretty hard that second game in Vegas," Duchene said. "I was 
pretty dead mentally and physically. The (Anaheim) game you kind of get 
by on adrenaline. The second game I was trying to get through it." 

The combination of the Christmas break and baby break left Duchene 
mostly off the ice for the better part of a week. Being in the middle of a 
sick household during that span didn't help, either. 

ESTES: Waiting on a Nashville Predators turnaround? That'll require 
hope – and Juuse Saros 

FIL UP: Nashville Predators, in a funk, need more of the 'old' Filip 
Forsberg 

POSTSEASON'S GREETINGS? Never too early to think NHL playoffs. 
Will Nashville Predators qualify? 

So picking up where he left off didn't seem too probable. 

Instead, Duchene is aiming to rediscover his pre-baby game, which came 
with an interruption he "wouldn't trade for anything." 

"Probably a little bit," Duchene said after practice Monday at Centennial 
Sportsplex when asked if his momentum was thrown off. "I was feeling 
good. The (three-day) Christmas break and (birth) took a little bit of a toll, 
but we're going to get a good rest here and hopefully be feeling good, 
100% (Tuesday). 

"I'm still recovering from the week." 

Duchene said baby has let mom and dad sleep - so far. 

"It was a lot of challenges," Duchene said. "I'll be working on getting back 
to even. Every guy who has a baby midseason deals with that. It's a big 
emotional roller coaster and I'd forgotten how hard it was to be the 
husband in their during the birth process. I was quickly reminded of that. " 

Tennessean LOADED: 01.04.2023 
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How close are the Preds to calling up Phil Tomasino? 

 

Michael Gallagher 
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As the offensively challenged Nashville Predators continue to cycle 
through ragtag lineup combinations on a game-by-game basis, perhaps 
at least part of the solution to the team’s scoring problem lies some 570 
miles north. 

Often found in the Milwaukee Admirals’ top six, Phil Tomasino — one the 
team’s leading scorers — is riding a hot streak and presumably 
champing at the bit for a second crack at the NHL. 

“I thought he would be back [in Nashville] sooner,” Predators GM David 
Poile said Tuesday on 102.5 The Game’s Robby & Rexrode. “I know 
we’re going to give him games before the year is over. … His last two 
games have been really good and I think he’s getting close to being 
deserving of a call-up again.  

“Who knows if we could do that like we have with some of our younger 
players from Parssinen to Tommy Novak, who’s played really well so far, 
and maybe Tomasino is a guy that gets a chance. It’s not a case of if 
he’s going to play for us, it’s when it’s going to be. He just needs to show 
a little bit more to deserve and get that opportunity.” 

Despite playing 76 NHL games in 2021, and outscoring other forwards 
including Colton Sissons, Yakov Trenin, Luke Kunin and Nick Cousins, 
the Predators played the “better for his development” card and sent 
Tomasino back to Milwaukee at the end of training camp this year. 

The move was received by the fan base with as much hostility as 
confusion. 

“Maybe last year we brought him along a little bit too fast,” Poile added. 
“We really needed some scoring, and he really provided that with [11] 
goals last year. He didn’t play really high in our lineup, and often times for 
me as a general manager, you wonder if the path would have been better 
if we started him down in Milwaukee. Traditionally, we’ve done that with 
almost every player. He was just off a bit in training camp.” 

Through 22 games with the Admirals, Tomasino has eight goals and 18 
points, ranking fourth on the Ads in goals and sixth in points. And his five 
power play assists and two game-winning goals are both second-most on 
the team. 

Tomasino started the year with a bang, tallying five goals and seven 
points in his first seven games, but he was slowed down slightly by 
injuries that kept him out for nearly a month.  

But as of late, Tomasino appears to have found his scoring touch again, 
notching a goal and six points in his last four games. In fact, he hasn’t 
gone longer than two games this year without a point. 

As the Predators continue to play lineup Tetris, searching for a spark to 
ignite their 29th-ranked scoring offense (2.63 goals per game), perhaps 
it’s time to stop giving sizeable minutes to the Cole Smiths and Mark 
Jankowskis of the world and start allowing their first-round draft picks to 
do what they were drafted to do: score goals. 
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Blue Jackets drop eighth consecutive road game in 4-0 loss to Ottawa 
Senators 

 

BAILEY JOHNSON   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

As the clock ticked down on the Blue Jackets' 4-0 loss to the Ottawa 
Senators on Tuesday, already their 23rd loss in a season only 36 games 
old, color analyst Jody Shelley summed up the state of the losing team. 

"They're fragile right now," Shelley said. 

Though the Blue Jackets (11-23-22) ended 2022 on the briefest of high 
notes with a win over the Chicago Blackhawks to halt a seven-game 
losing skid, they fell right back into the patterns that led to those seven 
straight losses Tuesday at the Canadian Tire Centre as the Senators (18-
17-3) cruised to the victory. 

The two teams played a relatively even first period, with neither side 
establishing a firm advantage on the score sheet or in the run of play. But 
just 1:08 into the second period, Marcus Bjork went to the penalty box for 
hooking — the first of four penalties the Blue Jackets took in the second 
period alone — and the Senators took the lead on the ensuing power 
play. Former Blue Jacket Derick Brassard scored the opening goal at 
2:59 of the second. 

Tim Stützle added to the lead just four minutes later, and the Senators 
scored another power-play goal at 11:31 of the second period on their 
third opportunity of the period. The Blue Jackets were outshot 15-4 in the 
second period and 34-22 for the game. 

In the third period, despite trailing 3-0, the Blue Jackets didn't produce 
much offense in a quest for a comeback. It was better than the second 
period, but that's a low bar to meet; even with one partial and one full 
power play in the final 20 minutes, they still generated just nine shots. 

Austin Watson delivered the final blow with a shorthanded empty-net 
goal with 3:19 left to play. 

"The first was very even," coach Brad Larsen said. "We had some really 
good looks and we don’t score. That’s fine. Then you get down, you get 
down again, you get down again. Now, there’s no rhythm. We’ve lost all 
of it. ... You’re chasing it for all the wrong reasons when you’re down 3-
0." 

The Senators entered Tuesday's game with 38 power-play goals in 37 
games, and the fourth-highest conversion rate in the league at 27.7%. 
That percentage rose slightly after scoring two goals in five opportunities 
Tuesday, up to 28% on the year and 40 power-play goals in 38 games. 

Identifying where the game slipped away from the Blue Jackets wasn't a 
mystery for Larsen. 

"We took four," Larsen said. "What do you expect is going to happen 
against a good power play? It’s just silly. They’re all penalties. Every 
single one of them. We’ve got a stick, we’ve got a skate, we’re hooking 
hands, we’re reaching. They’re all penalties. That’s it. That’s the storyline 
right there." 

The Blue Jackets killed off the one penalty they took in the first period, a 
cross-checking penalty on defenseman Erik Gudbranson. But in the 
second period, the Senators scored twice on four power-play 
opportunities — two hooks by Bjork, a cross-check by Kent Johnson and 
a trip by Gustav Nyquist. 

Bjork's second penalty, a hook on the hands of Drake Batherson, may 
have saved a goal, and the Senators didn't score on the ensuing power 
play. But the other three were the kind of penalties that have no 
potentially-beneficial purpose, and only serve to add to the misery for a 
bottom-dwelling team trying to eke out a road win. 

"You can avoid some," defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov said. 
"Sometimes, you have to do that because the game dictates that, the 
situation dictates that, and you try to save the team on a goal, but 
sometimes, you can avoid them. ... We can’t take too many penalties like 
that, especially in the one period. Their power play is pretty lethal and we 
got burned on that. We have to be careful, but it’s on us." 

Tuesday was just the third time the Blue Jackets have been shut out this 
season, but it was the 19th time in their 36 games that they've scored two 
or fewer goals. 

"We should create more offense," Gavrikov said. "We had a couple 
power plays. Couldn’t get it done. Could’ve switched momentum for us, 
but it didn’t happen. We have to work on that and try to find the next 
one." 
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According to Natural Stat Trick, Columbus generated 1.7 expected goals 
on its 19 shots at even strength. Including power plays, that number rises 
to 2.03 expected goals on 22 shots — meaning the Blue Jackets 
produced just three shots across their two power plays, and were far 
from a dominant offensive force at five-on-five. 

Meager offensive production has been an Achilles' heel for the Blue 
Jackets throughout the season, and it has been a particular issue during 
their last nine games, with eight losses and only one win. They've scored 
three or more goals just twice in those nine games, three in a loss to 
Philadelphia and four in the win over Chicago. 

"We haven’t scored the most goals," forward Cole Sillinger said. "We’re 
scoring one, two, maybe max three goals a game. It’s tough when you 
get down 3-0 and you’re in the third and you’re trying to fight back. We 
just have to dig a little deeper and play more together." 

— Forward Eric Robinson left the game in the third period after taking a 
heavy hit into the glass. Robinson appeared to struggle as he tried to 
stand up and get off the ice, and he went down the tunnel shortly after 
returning to the bench. Larsen said Robinson has an upper body injury 
and the team would get further information on the extent of the injury 
Wednesday. 

— Forward Patrik Laine made his third return to the lineup of the season, 
after missing six games with an elbow sprain suffered in the first game of 
the season and then another seven games with an ankle sprain from 
mid-November to the beginning of December. The latest absence was 
caused by COVID-19; Laine missed two games after testing positive 
upon his return from the NHL's holiday break Dec. 24-26. 

In his return, Laine skated 16:12 with two shots on goal, two blocked shot 
attempts, two hits and one missed shot. 

— Defenseman Nick Blankenburg is nearing a return from a broken 
ankle and high ankle sprain he suffered against Philadelphia on Nov. 10. 
Originally expected to miss six to eight weeks, Blankenburg resumed 
skating Dec. 22 and joined the team for his first full practice Monday. 
Neither Larsen nor Blankenburg had a clear timeline for his return, but 
both expect it to be in the near future. 

"I feel pretty comfortable," Blankenburg said. "Just trying to get more 
involved in practices, be around the team a little bit and kind of just work 
my way in over the next — I don’t really know exactly when, but hopefully 
in the next week or two." 

Blankenburg traveled with the team to Ottawa and took part in the 
morning skate prior to Tuesday's game. 

Up next for the Blue Jackets 

The Blue Jackets return to Columbus for a scheduled day off Wednesday 
before beginning a stretch of three games in four days on Thursday with 
the Washington Capitals coming to Nationwide Arena. They will then host 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday before completing the three-in-four 
at Washington on Sunday. 
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Bemstrom still seeking NHL success with Blue Jackets: 'It's what I'm 
trying to crack' 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Brad Larsen has seen it before.  

After failing with one, two or even three NHL teams, a light bulb flips on 
for a mercurial player and suddenly there’s a lucky general manager who 
looks like a genius. There’s also a GM left wondering why it didn’t work 
out for their team.  

“That’s what terrifies GMs,” Larsen said. “You don’t want to be wrong. 
None of us wants to be wrong. And sometimes, it’s not wrong. 
Sometimes, it’s just the circumstance. Sometimes, it’s change.”  

Welcome to the Blue Jackets’ situation with forward Emil Bemstrom, a 
23-year old offensive force at every level except the NHL thus far in his 
professional career ― including the American Hockey League. Despite 
being recalled to Columbus twice already, Bemstrom ranks among AHL 
scoring leaders with 14 goals, 17 assists and 31 points in just 21 games 
for the Cleveland Monsters.  

He’s also chipped in 4-2-6 in nine games with the Blue Jackets (11-22-2), 
including a one-timer to cap a power play Saturday in a 4-1 victory over 
the Chicago Blackhawks to snap a seven-game losing streak.  

“It’s what I have to do,” Bemstrom said. “It’s my job to come here and do 
it every day. (There’s) been a lot of players before me who’ve done it, so 
I just need to have that as a carrot and keep working." 

Can Emil Bemstrom thrive with Columbus Blue Jackets? 

The problem is the carrot is getting close to the greens and Bemstrom 
might need a new one if this season doesn’t do the trick.   

That’s what keeps GMs like the Blue Jackets’ Jarmo Kekalainen awake 
at night, pondering why a player like Bemstrom hasn't panned out yet. 

At age 19, after being selected by the Blue Jackets in the fourth round of 
the 2017 NHL draft, Bemstrom became the youngest player in Swedish 
Hockey League history to lead that circuit in goals as a rookie with 
Djurgardens (2018-19). He also thrived at the start of one season in 
Finland’s top division, Liiga, after finishing his NHL rookie campaign with 
10-10-20 in 56 games (2019-20).  

That season was shortened by the COVID-19 pandemic, which put the 
NHL on a four-month pause starting in March 2020. The postseason was 
held in two Canadian quarantine “bubbles,” but the time off wasn’t 
beneficial for Bemstrom. His timing was off, his confidence waned and a 
badly missed shot during a key power play in the Blue Jackets’ first-
round loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning was haunting. 

Multiple injuries and bouts of inconsistency the past two years followed, 
making it questionable whether he’d even be retained by Columbus as a 
restricted free agent. Bemstrom agreed to a two-year “prove it” contract 
worth $1.8 million Aug. 3, and was then cut from the Blue Jackets’ camp 
roster. He started with the Monsters, teamed with rookie Kirill Marchenko 
to form a dangerous power-play unit and was recalled Nov. 7 to 
Columbus.  

After totaling 2-2-4 in seven games, Bemstrom was returned to 
Cleveland after taking a hooking penalty to negate a Blue Jackets power 
play Nov. 23 against the Montreal Canadiens. It felt like the last straw, 
but Bemstrom made sure it wasn’t. 

Emil Bemstrom is back for another NHL look 

Bemstrom earned his latest kick at the NHL can with a second offensive 
tear in the AHL, but having that kind of success with the Blue Jackets 
remains the goal.   

“It’s certainly another level, as far as the pace of play,” Larsen said. “It’s 
hard to teach yourself to calm your mind when it increases, and I think 
that’s his biggest hurdle. The skill set’s there. He’s a worker. He’s not a 
lazy guy. It’s calming his mind as the pace goes up.”  

That’s a lot easier said than done, but there are encouraging signs. 
Bemstrom has already notched a hat trick at the NHL level, pushing a 
game against the Nashville Predators to overtime in 2021, and he 
showed renewed confidence in the win Saturday against Chicago. 

Doing it consistently is the final step. 
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"It’s what I’m trying to crack," Bemstrom said. "You just don’t have to 
think that much, and for me, I'd like to show the coaching staff here and 
the GM that I belong.” 
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Blue Jackets play right into Ottawa’s hands in ugly loss: ‘You don’t give 
yourself a chance’ 

 

Aaron Portzline 

5-6 minutes 04/01/2023 

 

Not very good and not very smart. That’s no way to go through an NHL 
season. 

The Blue Jackets have languished near the bottom of the NHL standings 
all season, so the first part of that sentence shouldn’t come as a surprise. 
On Tuesday, however, they played a head-scratcher of a game in 
Ottawa. 

The Senators blew open a scoreless game with a three-goal second 
period, cruising to a 4-0 win over the Blue Jackets before 14,547 in 
Canadian Tire Centre. It marked Columbus’ eighth straight loss on the 
road. 

A significant part of the Blue Jackets’ pre-game prep was avoiding 
penalties because the Senators — while a fairly pedestrian offensive club 
at five-on-five play — are one of the NHL’s best when they’re on the 
power play. 

And yet there were the Blue Jackets, parading to the penalty box four 
times in what became a disastrous second period. As you might expect, 
coach Brad Larsen was furious when he met with reporters after the 
game. 

“I mean, what do you expect is going to happen against a good power 
play?” Larsen said. “It’s just silly. They’re all penalties, too, every single 
one of them. 

“We have to skate and we didn’t. We’re hooking hands and we’re 
reaching … they’re all penalties. That’s the bottom line, right there.” 

The Blue Jackets, who matched a season-high by being short-handed six 
times, allowed two power-play goals. When Ottawa didn’t score with the 
man-advantage, it used it to create momentum that carried over to even-
strength play. 

It was more than enough for Ottawa backup goaltender Anton Forsberg, 
a former Blue Jacket, who had just 22 saves for his second career 
shutout in 121 NHL games. He barely broke a sweat all night. 

“You don’t give yourself a chance,” Larsen said. “That’s the problem. The 
first (period) is even, we have some good looks, but we don’t score. It’s 
fine.” 

But then in the second … 

“You get down (a skater), get down again and get down again,” Larsen 
said, “so there’s no rhythm. We lost some players that should be playing 
and some other guys are overplaying  and now you’re chasing for all the 
wrong reasons.” 

Defenseman Marcus Bjork got it started in the second period, going off 
for hooking only 1:08 into the period. The Sens cashed in, with Derick 
Brassard — also a former Blue Jacket — deflecting a point shot from 
Ottawa’s Jake Sanderson for a 1-0 lead. 

Ottawa made it 2-0 with an even-strength goal at 7:00 of the second, but 
only 20 seconds after scoring the Senators were up a skater when Blue 
Jackets winger Gus Nyquist went to the penalty box for tripping. 

Again the Senators cashed in, this time on a wrister from the right circle 
by Drake Batherson to make it 3-0. 

Batherson is a tremendous example of the Ottawa offense at large. The 
24-year-old winger now has 13 goals this season, 10 of them on the 
power play. The entire Blue Jackets club has scored only 15 power-play 
goals this season. 

“They got two (power-play goals) on us in the second and the first one 
kind of got them going,” Blue Jackets center Cole Sillinger said. “You 
can’t take that many penalties against a team with skill and a power play 
like that.” 

On the other end of the rink, the Blue Jackets barely mustered much of 
anything, especially after a spirited first period. Fourth-line center Sean 
Kuraly led the Jackets with three shots on goal. 

The Blue Jackets’ bench was shortened in the third period — one player 
by choice, the other by injury. 

Left winger Eric Robinson appeared to hit his head on the glass following 
a hit in the corners by Ottawa defenseman Artem Zub. He had trouble 
getting to his skates, then started to skate to the bench and lost his 
balance again. 

After a brief seat on the bench, Robinson was flagged by NHL 
concussion spotters in Canadian Tire Centre and ordered to head to the 
medical room for an evaluation. Larsen did not have an update on his 
condition immediately following the game. 

Defenseman Anton Boqvist was benched for the majority of the third 
period after serving up a major turnover in his own end early in the 
period. 

The Blue Jackets flew home after the game, anticipating an arrival 
around 2 a.m. or 3 a.m. The schedule doesn’t get any easier now. The 
next five games include two games vs. Washington (including Thursday 
in Nationwide Arena), two vs. Carolina and one vs. Tampa Bay. 
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Blue Jackets’ Nick Blankenburg nearing return: How will he fit in the 
lineup? 

 

Aaron Portzline 

5-6 minutes 03/01/2023 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Patrik Laine returned on Monday from his bout 
with COVID-19, joining the Blue Jackets’ top forward line with left winger 
Johnny Gaudreau and rookie center Kent Johnson. 

It’s the third time Laine worked his way back into the lineup already this 
season, with an elbow injury (six games) and ankle injury (seven) costing 
him games before this two-game absence over the holidays. 

“It seems like every time I get some games going, something always 
pops up,” Laine said. “It’s just bad luck sometimes, but hopefully 2023 is 
going to be a little better.” 

The Blue Jackets are crossing their fingers because any measure of 
good news seems to be met with a deluge of bad breaks, bizarre 
illnesses or unspeakable injuries this season. But there was good news 
percolating on the ice Monday beyond Laine’s return. 
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Defenseman Nick Blankenburg won’t return to the lineup with Laine on 
Tuesday when the Blue Jackets play in Ottawa, but he traveled with the 
club to Canada’s capital on Monday and his return is likely later this 
week. 

Blankenburg has been out since Nov. 10 when he fractured his right 
ankle midway through the third period and continued to play, scoring a 
last-minute empty net goal to seal a 4-2 win over Philadelphia. 

“I wouldn’t say I feel limited at all,” Blankenburg said. “I’m just trying to 
get back my physicality and the battling in the corners, that kind of stuff. 
The game feels great. It’s just getting more reps and building that 
strength back up these next few days.” 

The Blue Jackets won’t get top defenseman Zach Werenski or third-pair 
regular Jake Bean back this season — both had major shoulder 
surgeries — but the return of Adam Boqvist late last month and now 
Blankenburg’s pending return will give them some semblance of an NHL 
blue line. 

And it could prompt some interesting roster moves by the Blue Jackets, 
who have dressed 12 defensemen this season. 

“There’s a lot to think about, put it that way,” coach Brad Larsen said. 
“When (Blankenburg is) ready to go — not sure when that will be, but it 
looks like the near future — then, yeah, there will be some tougher 
decisions, which is great.” 

The Blue Jackets have been impressed with minor-league call-ups 
Marcus Bjork and Tim Berni, who have settled in with partners Vladislav 
Gavrikov (first pair) and Erik Gudbranson (second pair) over the last 
several weeks. 

Bjork and Berni have rearranged the Blue Jackets’ organizational depth 
chart, at least in the short term. They remain in the lineup while Andrew 
Peeke is facing a second straight healthy scratch tonight in Ottawa and 
Jake Christiansen was returned to AHL Cleveland when Boqvist was 
cleared to return. 

If not for the injuries, Bjork, 25, and Berni, 22, may not have had a 
chance to make their NHL debuts this season. Instead, they’ve carved 
out spots — if only temporarily — in the Blue Jackets’ top four. Bjork is 
playing 19:28 per game and Berni is averaging 18:24. 

“Through all of this, through the negative circumstances, there are 
positives,” Larsen said. “The Bjorks and the Bernis have been great 
stories for us. 

“Bjork started with us and by his second game, he’s in our top pair. He’s 
20-plus games in and he’s been playing in our top pairing, against top 
guys every night. 

“Berns has been another great surprise. You’re not sure what you’ve got 
there, but he’s translated what he’s done in the American Hockey League 
to the NHL. He’s not afraid to go into the tough areas, he makes plays 
under pressure, skates out of trouble, has poise with pucks … all those 
things you look for with a defenseman.” 

It’s not too early to start jockeying for spots on defense, and not just for 
the rest of this season. 

The Blue Jackets are likely to overhaul that part of the roster over the 
next two years, with only Werenski (signed through 2028-28), 
Gudbranson (2025-26), Peeke (2025-26) and Boqvist (2024-25) signed 
beyond the end of next season. Gavrikov is a pending UFA after this 
season and could be moved by the March 3 trade deadline. 

The Blue Jackets have spent three first-round picks on defensemen over 
the last two drafts. David Jiricek, who was picked sixth last summer, is 
having a very good season in the AHL as a 19-year-old and is almost a 
lock to be a Columbus regular next season. 

Denton Mateychuk (picked 12th last summer) and Corson Ceulemans 
(25th in 2021) are in the queue, too, though probably a year or two 
behind Jiricek with their expected arrival in the NHL. 

There’s also Stanislav Svozil (third-round pick, 69th in 2021), who is 
having a banner year in the Western Hockey League and is currently 
lighting up the IIHF World Junior Championship for Czechia. 

It will be fascinating to see how the Blue Jackets fit these players into the 
mix. 

“What (Bjork and Berni) have done is put themselves on the map, for 
sure,” Larsen said. “It ups the accountability with all of our defensemen. If 
you get eight of those guys going, you have to be on every night.” 
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NHL99: Chris Chelios ‘just came to work,’ even as an AHLer closing in 
on 50 

 

Matthew Fairburn 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Don Granato was entering his second season coaching the AHL’s 
Chicago Wolves in 2009 when he got a phone call from Chris Chelios. 

Chelios, then 47, was an old teammate of Granato’s brother Tony and 
remained close with the family. At that point, Chelios had played more 
than 1,600 NHL games across 25 seasons. He’d won three Stanley Cup 
championships, three Norris Trophies and been an NHL All-Star five 
times. His Hall of Fame credentials were established, his legacy as the 
greatest American-born defenseman to ever play cemented. But even as 
he looked back on all of the accomplishments of an NHL career that 
spanned three decades, Chelios wasn’t convinced it was over. So he 
called Granato. 

“Donny, can I come play for you?” Chelios asked. 

Chelios had a few camp invites, but wasn’t sure what the future held. His 
contract had expired with the Red Wings after a season in which his role 
diminished. Granato didn’t think twice. 

“Of course you can play for me,” he told him. 

Chelios told Granato he didn’t know what was left of his career and 
whether he could even play anymore. He didn’t know what that season 
would bring, but he offered to do anything the Wolves needed, even if he 
had to fight guys half his age. He just had one question for Granato, who 
is five years younger than Chelios. 

“Does this mean I have to call you Coach?” Chelios asked. 

“Absolutely!” Granato replied. 

“Good!” Chelios said. “I wouldn’t have it any other way.” 

Granato was fired six games into that season before getting to witness a 
47-year-old Chelios playing in the AHL. But that call is what kicked off the 
final chapter of Chelios’ on-ice career, the likes of which the hockey world 
may never see again. Chelios landed at No. 29 on The Athletic’s list of 
the greatest players of the NHL’s modern era for everything that 
happened before that 2009-10 season. 

His career started with 309 points across seven seasons with the 
Montreal Canadiens, during which he won the Stanley Cup and became 
the first American-born captain in franchise history. He continued on to 
his hometown of Chicago, where he piled up another 487 points in 664 
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games, won two Norris Trophies and again became captain. He would 
have ended up in the Hall of Fame if he stopped there, but Chelios, at 37 
years old, got traded to the Detroit Red Wings for two first-round draft 
picks and a top prospect. The Red Wings then gave him an extension 
that paid him the highest annual salary of his career. He played another 
decade, won two more Stanley Cup championships and twice more 
finished in the top 10 of the Norris Trophy voting. 

Before making the trade at the deadline that season, then-Detroit general 
manager Ken Holland sent a Red Wings pro scout to Chicago and told 
him to find out if Chelios had anything left. 

“When we signed him, I thought maybe three years and you’re thinking, 
‘Can you get him to the finish line?’” Holland said. “Well, I must have 
done three or four more contracts with him. 

“We had him from 37 to 47. We got a lot of good hockey out of him and 
we didn’t even have him in his prime. He helped us win the Cup in ’02 
and he helped us continue that culture of competing and doing the things 
you need to do to win for the next generation of the Kronwalls and the 
Zetterbergs and the Datsyuks. He had a real positive impact on our 
team.” 

You can’t tell the story of Chelios and his decorated career without 
highlighting the longevity. He played in more than 1,900 NHL games, 
including playoffs, during 26 seasons in the league. He was a part of the 
United States Olympic team for the first time in 1984 and the last time 22 
years later in 2006. This is a man who was on a beach in San Diego, 
having failed to make a local college team, when his road to the NHL 
started. 

“An all-star like him, a Hall of Famer like him, now you would know who 
they are at 13 or 14 years of age,” said Jim Nill, who was Detroit’s 
assistant general manager when Chelios played there. “Well, he was 
stuck on the beach somewhere. It’s mind-boggling.” 

It was then that a friend passed along a phone number for Larry Billows, 
coach of the Moose Jaw Canucks in the Saskatchewan Junior Hockey 
League, which was a step down from the major junior leagues in 
Canada. Chelios initially wasn’t going to go up because he couldn’t pay 
for a plane ticket. Eventually, Billows became desperate enough to pay 
for Chelios to fly 1,700 miles away from San Diego to start his career in 
junior hockey. For Chelios to begin like that and end his career more than 
1,900 NHL games later makes his hockey story one we may never see 
again. 

“He’s unique in every which way,” Nill said. 

That’s what made it all the more incredible when Chelios eventually 
walked into the Chicago Wolves’ locker room in 2009. You would need a 
book to appropriately describe the accomplishments Chelios racked up 
during his time in Montreal, Chicago and Detroit, but you can sum up 
what he brought to the game through the lens of those who got to play 
with a Hall of Famer during his 60-game stint with the Wolves to finish his 
career. 

“There’s just something special about having someone with that history 
and the amount of respect and his persona,” said then-Wolves goalie 
Peter Mannino. “There’s just something special about Cheli.” 

Chelios didn’t want to leave hockey on a bad note, and he bought all the 
way in on playing with the Wolves. He was back in his hometown, where 
the Blackhawks had unceremoniously traded him to the rival Red Wings 
over a decade earlier. His son was playing for the Chicago Steel in the 
USHL. And Chelios got to spend time with his parents, who were in the 
area as well. He even made drives back to Detroit on his days off to see 
family. But when he got to the rink, Chelios was one of the guys. 

“When he walked into the locker room you almost felt like you should be 
standing there holding an autograph book,” Wolves defenseman Brian 
Sipotz said. “To see somebody like that as a teammate, it’s just hard to 
frame right off the bat.” 

After his first game, Chelios was the last one in the dressing room 
because he always completed a workout after games. He became 
famous in the hockey world for riding an exercise bike in the dry sauna 
as part of his workout routine. When he got out of the sauna after his first 
game, he asked general manager Wendell Young where guys on the 
team typically went for a postgame beer. 

Here’s how the exchange went: 

Chelios: “Do you think they would mind if I came by and had a beer with 
them?” 

Young: “Cheli, seriously? These guys will freak out. Do you understand 
who you are?” 

Chelios: “I don’t want to infringe.” 

Young: “Are you kidding me?” 

“In a short time, he was one of the guys,” Young said. “It was one of 
those things where some guys were starstruck but probably had to tell 
themselves, ‘He’s one of my teammates. I can’t be starstruck.’” 

To this day, the Wolves still have an exercise bike in the dry sauna. Just 
like the Red Wings did, they had to construct a custom sauna for Chelios, 
who covered the cost. What used to be known as a desert ride is now 
known as a Cheli Ride in Chicago’s facility, an ode to that season. And 
yes, he could still play. 

“When he got on the ice, it was like he was trying to crack an NHL roster 
for the first time in his life,” Mannino said. “He never gave up a rep or 
anything on the ice. Every rush he tried to finish, everything down low. 
His stick, he would throw around hard on our guys in practice just like he 
would in games.” 

Chelios had 22 points in 46 regular-season games and chipped in 24 
penalty minutes and was a plus-34. Mannino said the second Chelios 
walked into the locker room, he was one of the best-conditioned players 
on a team filled with guys half his age. 

Teammates all described his style as heavy and old-school. He didn’t shy 
away from corners. In his autobiography, Chelios said the only thing he 
didn’t love about that season was he felt guys weren’t coming after him 
as hard because of his age. That wasn’t an issue Chelios faced during 
his lengthy NHL career. He played through a torn ACL and a hernia 
among other injuries and never once got sympathy from opponents. And 
that would have been the last thing Chelios wanted anyway. 

“It’s easy to find injuries in today’s NHL,” Sipotz said. “You’ll hear the 38-
year-olds talk about how old they feel. To take that to a 48-year-old, and I 
never heard one comment about age. There was never a comment from 
him like, ‘I feel old today.’ He just came to work, came to the rink, took 
care of business, put on some extra fitness after practice and games and 
played hard.” 

Added Mannino: “He has so much, ‘F— you’ in his game, where he was 
like, ‘Don’t back down. Come get it. I want it.’” 

Chelios also brought some star power with him. He was friends with the 
likes of Kid Rock, Eddie Vedder, John Cusack and Michael Jordan, 
among other celebrities. To be a 20-something-year-old slogging away in 
the AHL and all of a sudden have the Chelios entourage at games was 
an unexpected jolt. 

“He runs in some pretty high-end circles,” Young said. “In his phone, he’s 
got some pretty big names on his speed dial. He diffuses that really fast 
just because of who he is. … He doesn’t think he’s bigger than anyone 
else, even though in reality he is.” 

“He’s just Cheli,” Holland added. “He’s comfortable in every setting. From 
the biggest celebrities to regular people.” 

Chelios would casually mention Michael or Tiger in the locker room, and 
his teammates would quickly realize he was referring to Michael Jordan 
and Tiger Woods. He referred to Kid Rock as Bobby. To him, they were 
just people he became friends with. That didn’t diminish the importance 
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of the teammates he had in the AHL, though. A few years after playing 
one AHL season with Chelios, Sipotz was in Detroit at a Tigers game. He 
stopped by Chelios’ restaurant after the game and walked upstairs to see 
if Chelios was around. Chelios was sitting with Darren McCarty and 
spotted Sipotz. He recognized him right away and wanted to buy him a 
beer. 

“There was no reason he should remember me,” Sipotz said. “I try to put 
myself in that situation. If I played my last year in the (ECHL) or 
whatever, I don’t know that I would have a lot of memories about it. For 
him to come down to the American League for a year, he didn’t need to 
make an effort to know the guys, but he did. For somebody who could 
have just big-wheeled his way through, he definitely didn’t.” 

Chelios was a generous teammate, too. He was the one treating the 
team to steak dinners on the road and throwing team parties. That’s the 
way he always was during his NHL career. Once during Red Wings 
training camp in Traverse City, Chelios and his team of young players 
won an intrasquad scrimmage tournament. He threw a party for his team 
and had championship T-shirts made. So naturally, as a player with a bit 
more means than the average AHL player, Chelios was happy to spread 
it around. 

“He took care of the boys a ton,” Mannino said. 

At one point, Chelios got a brief call-up to the NHL to play with the 
Atlanta Thrashers. It was toward the end of the season and Chelios 
played seven games before heading back to the AHL. His final NHL 
game was against the New Jersey Devils. His longtime Team USA 
teammate Brian Rolston was playing for New Jersey at the time. Today, 
Rolston is 49 years old, a year older than Chelios was when he lined up 
across from him that night. Rolston retired nine years ago after 17 NHL 
seasons. Chelios added almost an entire decade to that total. 

“You just have to shake your head,” Rolston said. 

Chelios wasn’t out of place at that point, but it was clear the end was 
near. After the NHL season came to a close, he could have walked away 
from the game realizing that was the end. Instead, he went back to the 
AHL to finish the playoff run with the Chicago Wolves. 

“Doesn’t that speak volumes?” Rolston said. “Probably continued to be 
the captain that he is. You have a guy that played however many years 
and is basically a celebrity and he’s one of the guys. That’s probably the 
story. At the end of the day, that speaks volumes.” 

The Wolves came up short against the Texas Stars and their stud young 
scorer, Jamie Benn. It was Benn who won a battle against Chelios along 
the boards to score the goal that eliminated the Wolves from the 
postseason. Benn is now 33 years old and has put together an 
impressive NHL resume. Chelios, who is now 60, was playing against a 
player 27 years younger than him. To put into perspective how unusual 
his longevity was, Chelios played an NHL game with an 18-year-old 
Evander Kane in that final season in Atlanta. He played with a 34-year-
old Larry Robinson as a rookie in Montreal. Robinson is 40 years older 
than Kane. 

“He beat Father Time,” Holland said. “He’s one of the greatest 
defensemen in the history of the game and a very special human being.” 

When Chelios retired in 2010, he was the final member of the 1981 NHL 
Draft who was still playing. Nobody was left from the 1982, 1983, 1984, 
1985 or 1986 drafts, either. 

“There’s no other explanation for it,” Sipotz said. “Clearly it wasn’t a 
money thing. It was literally just because he loved playing.” 

When Chelios finally decided to retire, he wasn’t necessarily done with 
the game. He called Holland and wanted to see if there was a way he 
could help the Red Wings. 

“This speaks to the passion,” Holland said. “So now Chris Chelios is 
retired. He’s 50 years of age. He’s living in Detroit and he decides he 
wants to help the young Red Wings prospects in Grand Rapids. So he 
would jump in his car at like 5 in the morning in Detroit and drive over to 

Grand Rapids, be there at 7 or 7:30 in the morning and help run practice, 
help the kids do off-ice conditioning, and then drive back to Detroit. 

“How many Hall of Famers would drive two hours in a car to go to the 
farm team and be there for practice and then drive two hours back and 
do that for two years? He might be the only one. It speaks to the passion 
for the game. It speaks to his passion to help people get better. He loved 
to see young people get better and to give back to the game.” 

That passion is what defined Chelios for more than three decades in 
hockey. He’s now in broadcasting as a way to stay connected to the 
game. Depending on your age, you have a different version of Chelios 
that you remember as a great one. Maybe it’s the kid who rose to 
stardom in Montreal and became the first American-born captain of the 
Canadiens. Maybe it’s the guy who established himself as a consistent 
Norris Trophy candidate in his hometown of Chicago. Or maybe it’s the 
veteran who somehow managed to play well into his 40s on a Stanley 
Cup-contending Red Wings team to finish his career. 

But for those who were around the Chicago Wolves for that one season, 
they’ll remember Chelios as their down-to-earth teammate who never 
hesitated to pick up the tab and still had celebrities glued to his on-ice 
exploits. During the season, a member of the Wolves took orders for 
Chelios jerseys. Each player picked whether they wanted a Canadiens, 
Blackhawks or Red Wings sweater from Chelios’ career. He ordered 
them and Chelios signed them all at the end of the season. Chelios 
handed his final pair of skates to one of the trainers as a show of 
gratitude. His teammates still have sticks he played with during the final 
season of his career. That’s the type of person he is. 

“To be 48 and have his career and then want to play for the Chicago 
Wolves,” Holland said. “To be 48 and have his career and want to drive 
two hours to Grand Rapids and back to practice for two hours to practice 
to help a bunch of kids. To have his career and to be having parties for 
the Chicago Wolves or to take that little team at Detroit’s training camp 
out to the bar to celebrate an internal championship. … Superstars, 
there’s not many that do that.” 

There may never be a hockey story like his again. His journey started on 
a beach, meandered to Saskatchewan, then to Wisconsin, and three 
different NHL markets after that. What he did in the NHL and on an 
international stage made him one of the great American-born players in 
NHL history, and he did it in a way few could ever replicate. 

“Everything he accomplished was because of hard work, determination, 
passion, and being one of the guys,” Holland said. “But he was better 
than one of the guys because he leads by example. He was blocking 
shots. He was going to work harder than you in the gym. He was going to 
work harder than you on the ice. But he also had a lot of fun. It didn’t 
matter how much fun he had last night, he was going to be in the gym 
first thing in the morning. He wasn’t sleeping in. He was getting up and 
he was going to beat you to the gym.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / With fifth consecutive loss at home, Oilers’ multiple issues 
on full display vs. Kraken 

 

Mark Spector  

 

EDMONTON —  They played like a team that was owed two points. As if, 
like the 18,297 fans, the Seattle Kraken had paid their way in to witness 
the mighty Edmonton Oilers dangle through another evening, just happy 
to have a front row seat to watch Connor McDavid tack on a few more 
points en route to his Art Ross Trophy.  
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So the Edmonton Oilers did the same, putting their feet up and taking the 
night off.  

When it was over, and the Kraken had scored five consecutive goals to 
win 5-2, the Oilers said all the same things they’ve been saying for far too 
long now. The things they’ve been saying after each of their five 
consecutive losses at home.  

“It is consistency. It is doing it every single night,” said Zach Hyman, an 
intelligent — and increasingly frustrated — spokesman in this dressing 
room. “We talk about it, but you have to go out there and do it for the 
entire game.”  

McDavid scored the 2-0 goal 48 seconds into the second period. As the 
home fans leaned comfortably back into their chairs thinking it would be 
an easy two points, the rest of the Oilers players looked up and 
collectively said, “Hold our beer.”  

They stood around and watched as well. The same as they had just 
before Christmas, when a 2-0, home-ice lead against Vancouver had 
ended in a 5-2 loss to the Canucks.  

“We just stopped playing,” said Hyman, of an 11-minute stretch of the 
second period where the Kraken scored four times. “We weren’t tight on 
checks and they had a couple of faceoff goals, which we talk about all of 
the time. We go over things and talk about it, but it is just mental lapses 
and not being hard on the puck.”  

Soft?  

This team can be disturbingly soft, especially the blue-line corps.  

If there was any disagreement over what the team needs as the Trade 
Deadline approaches, a night like this drives home the need for an 
assertive, hard-edged defenceman who can keep the slot clean.  

Because the group Edmonton has right now needs help in that area.  

How soft were the Oilers in their own zone? So soft that that this tweet 
arrived, mid-game, from a random fan on Twitter: “The other team is 
always between our defence and goalie,” stated Matt, whose keen 
observation boiled an intrinsic Oilers issue down to a scant few words.  

“That's never a secret to success,” said Edmonton blueliner Brett Kulak, 
when asked about Matt’s thought. “We stress that as a fundamental we 
want to focus on night in, night out, every single shift. Obviously we failed 
there for a few shifts and it was boom, boom, boom and we're down by 
two goals and we're chasing the game.  

“It was hunger and determination around our net. We’re not picking up 
sticks or boxing guys out hard enough. And I speak for myself. I wasn't 
good enough around the net and it cost us a couple of goals."  

Evan Bouchard was soft and inattentive on two other goals, on a minus-2 
night for the struggling sophomore. Those who were blind to Duncan 
Keith’s value 12 months ago must surely see how lost Bouchard is 
without him this season, and in need of a rudder to point his attention 
where it is required.  

And the rest of the team?  

Well, this is mostly the same group that was as consistent as any team in 
the league from February on last season, a trait which we fairly thought 
would cement itself perhaps a little bit earlier this season. But here we 
are, in Game 39, with an Oilers team that can’t give its fans two good 
weeks in a row.  

“We own it,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft. “Nobody is running away 
from it and we’re working our way toward trying to solve it and find a 
solution here.”  

There is a general malaise around this team that sets in as soon as they 
find a modicum of success. And a black hole that has become glaring 
inside Edmonton’s Top 9 starts with a trio of wingers whose salaries add 
up to just shy of $9 million.  

Between Kailer Yamamoto ($3.1 million), Warren Foegele ($2.75 M) and 
Jesse Puljujarvi ($3 M) the Oilers have committed $8.85 million to three 
players who have, through 39 games, returned nine goals and 25 points.  

All three went pointless again last night — combining for two shots on net 
— as fully one-third of the Top 9 is made of a group that is, on average, 
each on pace for somewhere around six goals and 20 points apiece. For 
three million, you need, much, much more from each of those players 
— particularly considering they each spend much of their season playing 
with either McDavid or Leon Draisaitl.  

More is required from everyone in this group, however.  

Much more.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Matthews hits 500-point milestone, Maple Leafs fall short 
in shootout vs. Blues 

 

Ryan Dixon  

 

TORONTO — Auston Matthews hit a milestone and Michael Bunting 
bagged his second straight two-goal game, but it wasn’t enough to 
overcome the Toronto Maple Leafs’ mistakes in back-and-forth affair with 
the St. Louis Blues. 

The Leafs emerged from their first shootout of the year 6-5 losers to the 
visiting Blues on Tuesday night at Scotiabank Arena. One week after the 
same squads waged a goal-filled game in St. Louis that saw the Leafs 
leave 5-4 winners, the Blues and Buds combined for six goals in a wild 
second period during a contest in which Toronto kept fighting back from 
two-goal deficits, only to come up short in the one-on-one contest. 

“Probably not our prettiest game,” said Matthews, who became the 
fastest player in franchise history to hit the 500-point mark. “Just some 
competitive parts weren't there at times. And at times they were and you 
could see we'd begin to take over the game. I think there were just too 
many lost battles. They were heavy on pucks and they were competing, 
so I thought just a little bit of an uglier game for us.” 

It certainly didn’t start well, with Brandon Saad getting his first of two on 
the night while the Blues were shorthanded less than five minutes into 
the contest. The St. Louis winger ducked past Mitch Marner and slipped 
the puck right through the wickets of Leafs goalie Ilya Samsonov. The 
visitors then built on their lead later in the frame when a point shot on the 
power play by Jordan Kyrou caromed off Leaf Alex Kerfoot and Blue 
Brayden Schenn before going in the net. Throw in a another man-
advantage marker for Kyrou — who now has 14 points in his past seven 
games — early in the second period and you can guess which part of his 
team’s game Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe was disappointed in. 

“I thought special teams were a mess for us,” Keefe said. “So that kind of 
throws the game off. Scores go way up and [you're] feeling, probably, a 
little bit worse than you should because you're pulling it out of your net 
three times.” 

Once thing is for sure, the man standing in Toronto’s crease certainly 
didn’t sound like a guy who felt great about the way he performed. 
“Tough game for me,” said Samsonov, who had an .852 save percentage 
in his past three outings coming into this contest. “Again.” 

For his part, Keefe wasn’t laying blame at the feet of his goalie. Other 
than the game-opening goal, he thought the Russian did what he could 
on a night neither team was exactly playing lock-down D. 
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“I'd like to see him get the first save on the shorthanded goal, I know it's 
not the easiest save because he's moving, but you'd like a save on that 
one,” Keefe said. “Aside from that, I don't know if there's a lot he can do.” 

Credit the Leafs, they certainly did all they were capable of on the 
offensive side of the puck to squeeze a win out of this one. Just 1:29 
after Kyrou made it 3-1 Blues, William Nylander destroyed a puck from 
the high slot to pull the Leafs back within one. It was on that play that 
Matthews, suiting up for the 445th time in Blue and White, collected his 
500th point by teeing his linemate up for the one-timer. 

“I think there's definitely some special meaning behind it just with the 
history of this organization, the players that have come and worn this 
jersey before us,” the 25-year-old said. “I've been fortunate every year to 
play with some great players, have a great team around us, so it 
definitely means a lot.” 

Things got real hairy in the middle part of the second stanza when the 
teams exchanged three goals just 1:17 apart. Former Leaf Josh Leivo 
restored St. Louis’ two-goal advantage before Bunting struck right back 
17 seconds later, as a puck bounced off Blues defenceman Niko Mikkola 
right to Bunting at the side of the goal. Then came Saad’s second of the 
contest on a laser shot from the high slot, as St. Louis opened up its third 
two-goal advantage of the game. 

But before 40 minutes were in the books, Matthews registered point No. 
501 by snapping a shot past Jordan Binnington on the goalie’s glove-
hand side. When the second period came to a close, Toronto had 
actually scored on 25 per cent of its 16 attempts on goal. Then, after 
drawing a high-sticking call on Robert Thomas 6:54 into the third, Bunting 
went to work in his office, taking a feed from Nylander just outside the 
blue ice of Binnington’s crease and whipping a puck home to make it 5-5. 

Suddenly the guy who had just two goals through his first 16 games this 
year has four in his past two outings, 13 on the year and 19 points in his 
past 17 contests following his three-point showing. 

“He lives around the net and obviously he's a competitive guy and fights 
for loose change,” Matthews said. “He's really upped his competitiveness 
in the last couple of weeks and he's been a huge part in our success as a 
team and as a line.” 

The trio of Matthews between Nylander and Bunting was definitely a 
bright spot again, as Nylander recorded a 1-2-3 stat line to take the team 
lead in points at 45, one ahead of Matthews. 

“When all three of us are kind of rolling, competing and playing all over 
the ice, I think that's when we're at our most dangerous,” Matthews said. 

Unfortunately for the home side, nobody was able to pop one during the 
three-on-three overtime. And just as the game itself featured lots of 
scoring, the shootout produced five goals in eight total attempts and 
didn’t end until Schenn beat Samsonov for one final tally. 

Lots of goals, a few too many lapses, but still some positives for a Leafs 
team that lost for the first time when scoring four or more goals this 
season after previously being 15-0 under those circumstances. 

“I like the way that we kept coming back,” Keefe said. “After costing us 
early in the game the power play comes through for us [in the third] to 
make sure we get the point. Not a night we're going to love too much, but 
fortunate to get the one point.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / As losses pile up, Canucks fans can start dreaming about 
Bedard 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

VANCOUVER -- Not all hockey in Vancouver is hopeless, it just feels that 
way around the Canucks. 

Look at Mathew Barzal, the pride of suburban Coquitlam, zipping around 
his hometown ice Tuesday, uncontested and faster than anyone else, 
and putting up three points in the New York Islanders’ 6-2 win over the 
Canucks at Rogers Arena. Even better, look at North Vancouver’s 
Connor Bedard, apparently an ardent Canucks fan, who is making history 
for Team Canada at the world junior championship while waiting to be 
the National Hockey League’s next big thing. 

Imagine what a player like Bedard could do for a team. Imagine what he 
could do for the Canucks. 

Well, dare to dream because Vancouver’s team is finally moving away 
from the mushy middle of the NHL standings. They’re heading south, 
towards the bottom. 

The Canucks’ third consecutive loss, all against superior teams that 
simply outclassed them, left Vancouver 25th in the overall standings with 
a winning percentage of .473. At 16-18-3, the Canucks are seven points 
out of a playoff spot in the Western Conference and just four points 
ahead of the fourth-worst team in the league, the San Jose Sharks. 

Determined losers like the Chicago Blackhawks and Anaheim Ducks, 
who answered that spam call that always arrives around dinner time and 
encourages desperate teams to undertake a complete tear-down rebuild, 
look uncatchable at the bottom of the standings. 

But the Sharks are catchable, the Arizona Coyotes can be ducked under. 
And only three games into a 12-game stretch against formidable 
opponents, a schedule that so far is proving to be truth serum for the 
Canucks, Vancouver looks like it could soon be in the bottom five of the 
league. 

They play the Colorado Avalanche, with Nathan MacKinnon back in the 
lineup, on Thursday, then embark on a five-game road trip that goes: 
Winnipeg, Pittsburgh, Tampa, Florida, Carolina. 

Bedard is not an impossible dream as a first-overall draft pick. Except 
that there’s a draft lottery and these are the Canucks, who have never 
moved up in the annual draw for draft position. 

But at least there’s hope – not from the Canucks, but for them. They just 
have to keep doing what they’re doing. 

If they play the way they did Tuesday against the Islanders, they might 
not win another game. Until they play the Blackhawks. 

After Vancouver built a 1-0 lead with a sound, robust opening period, the 
Canucks self-destructed over the next 22 minutes, allowing four out of 
five goals. 

A fourth-line goal by Aatu Raty tied it for New York at 1:46 of the second 
period when Tyler Myers’ position in no-man’s land created a two-on-one 
that Quinn Hughes poorly defended. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau got inside on Hughes to scuff in a power-play 
rebound at 12:56, and then Myers passed the puck to Barzal in the 
Canucks’ slot to make it 3-1 at 16:28 although the NHL considers goals 
like this “unassisted.” 

After Bo Horvat scored his second of the game for Vancouver at 18:54, 
the Canucks took advantage of this momentum by needlessly turning 
over another puck in their slot -- this time it was Ethan Bear to Anders 
Lee –--to make it 4-2 just 1:46 into the final period. And that was that. 

 “We keep giving them goals, you're not going to win games,” Canucks 
coach Bruce Boudreau said. “I mean. . . in the second period, the first 
two goals we gave them. The third goal, the power-play goal, we sort of 
gave them (because) we didn't get it out. And then in the first shift in the 
third period, we give them another pass. You keep giving teams passes 
and putting pucks on their tape, you're not going to win.” 
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How could another second-period disaster occur after a first period when 
the Canucks were the better team and a little unlucky not to have put 
more than one puck behind Islander goalie Ilya Sorokin? 

“God knows,” Boudreau said. “I thought the first period was as good a 
period as we've played. (But) as soon as something bad happens to this 
team, the adversity, we cannot handle and it seems like ‘oh, here we go.’ 
And then that's it. As long as we've got the lead we're fine, but when we 
get behind, it's not a good thing. It seems like the wind goes out of 
everybody's sails.” 

And that’s what suddenly feels different about the Canucks. Until the last 
couple of weeks, they were like a streaky but talented golfer who might 
make a double-bogey but could follow it with an eagle, then birdie the 
18th to win. Now they look like they have the yips. 

The Canucks had six shots in the third period. And they blocked three 
shots in the game. The Islanders blocked 18. 

“We mention it every day,” Boudreau said of blocking shots. “We talk 
about it every day, we put it on the wall every day. We understand it. 
(But) I can't go out and make them want to block shots. But I mean, they 
know. . . any team that has any success, they do it. That's a 
commitment.” 

The Canucks were so awful at the start of last season that their coach 
and general manager were fired. Their record through 37 games is now 
identical to last season, and they’re trending the wrong way. Or the right 
way. (Be positive!) 

“If you sit there and say: 'OK here, we need 27 wins over the next 40 
games,' then it's a daunting task,” Boudreau said of the growing chasm 
between the Canucks and a playoff spot. “If you win the week, eventually 
you get there. (But) if you say you need 10 wins in a row, it's pretty hard 
to do. 

“Nobody's stupid in there. They know the daunting task. They know the 
wins and losses and everything. We're just fortunate at this point that it 
seems like most of the teams in the Pacific Division don't want to jump up 
and run away. They keep giving us life. But eventually, we've got to get 
our own life.” 

Or win a draft lottery. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Offence from defence: Jets blue-liners continue to shine in 
win over Flames 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG -- It turns out the whole 'our D are coming' idea from Rick 
Bowness on the opening day of training camp was more than just a 
snazzy slogan that would look good on a bumper sticker or a T-shirt. 

The concept the head coach of the Winnipeg Jets proposed to his new 
team in general and his new defence corps in particular was on full 
display on Tuesday in a 3-2 victory over the Calgary Flames. 

Goals from Brenden Dillon and Josh Morrissey moved the Jets to 20 
goals from the back end so far, leaving them just four off the final total 
from last season -- with 44 games left in the regular season. 

For good measure, Ville Heinola and Dylan Samberg drew assists on the 
game-winner, which was perfectly redirected by Sam Gagner, extending 
the Jets' winning streak to three games as they improved to 24-13-1 on 
the season. 

That meant the defence corps got an offensive contribution from each of 
the three pairings. 

“We’re simplifying it. It’s just getting pucks there,” said Dillon. “Josh 
(Morrissey), of course, has made some highlight-reel ones and those are 
obviously fantastic, but I think a lot for the most part are getting there. 
Our forwards are doing a better job trusting us to get that puck to the net, 
and therefore they’re going there and getting rebounds and tips and, of 
course, when we’re able to get them to cross the goal line we’re super 
happy, but we’re just happy to get the goals in general.” 

Morrissey’s season has gotten plenty of attention and this latest 
contribution was a thing of beauty. He accepted a pass at the left point 
from Pierre-Luc Dubois, passed the puck over the sticks of a pair of 
Flames forwards applying pressure and onto the tape of Kyle Connor 
before following the play to the slot, where he ripped home a shot after 
Connor decided to get the puck back to him on the give-and-go. 

Dillon’s goal was his first of the season and came with him in relatively 
unfamiliar territory, providing a screen in front on a seeing-eye shot from 
Dylan DeMelo. 

“Pants, yeah. Big butt,” Dillon quipped when asked what part of his body 
the shot caromed in off, then he explained why he didn’t retreat to the 
point after making a play along the wall. “I mean, our angles were a little 
off there from the normal blue line, side to side. I mean, we just kind of 
made an O-zone play. (Mark Scheifele) was covering high, I dropped it 
off to him and knew that he was covering for me so I felt free to go to the 
net and, again, just a great shot by (DeMelo). Pucks and bodies were 
going there and I was happy to have it go in.” 

Pucks and bodies were also going to the net on Gagner’s goal, the result 
of a crisp pass from Samberg that was one-timed by Heinola, who has 
put together a nice stretch of games during this most recent recall. 

“We put a lot of focus in training camp on getting our D a lot more 
involved,” said Bowness. “The way the league is played today -- and you 
saw a perfect example of it (Tuesday) -- there are five guys around the 
net and it’s tough to make cute little plays in there. It really is. The only 
way to get them to move is to get the puck back to your defence, then 
someone has to come out a little bit, which opens up a little space around 
the net. In saying that, you have to have someone at the net to tip it, to 
get a screen, to get a rebound, whatever it is. 

“It’s a buy-in from the players that we’ve had from day one. The focus 
has been our defence have to get more involved with on the rush, and 
our forwards have to use them more to spread out the defence around 
the net. They don’t always go in like that. But regardless of whether they 
go in or not, a shot will create a scramble. It’s tough to generate a lot of 
low plays unless you get your defence involved. Then, again, you have to 
have a net presence.” 

Having the D-men more active in the offence isn’t something that’s just 
fun for the blue-liners. 

“Absolutely. It allows you to establish more O-zone time, create more 
opportunities,” said Gagner. “I think you look at the way the league is 
going now, teams back pressure so well. If you can have your D in the 
rush it just creates a second wave for you. Even if it doesn’t work on the 
rush, you’re playing aggressive and you’re establishing zone time. That’s 
huge for us and we have to keep that going.” 

With the Jets expected to have Nate Schmidt back on the blue line and 
possibly have Cole Perfetti and maybe even Nikolaj Ehlers return to the 
lineup as early as Friday or before the end of the weekend, a move or 
two will need to be made to clear room on the roster. 

Forward Jansen Harkins cleared waivers on Tuesday and is a logical 
candidate to be reassigned to the AHL's Manitoba Moose, but other 
decisions are on the horizon. It will be interesting to see if the Jets go 
down the path of least resistance and demote someone who doesn’t 
require waivers or if they expose someone else and risk that player (or 
two) being claimed. 
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When the hypothetical of sending Heinola to the Moose was broached 
during his post-game availability, Bowness wasn’t ready to commit to that 
being the direction the organization was leaning. 

He also praised Heinola for playing the way the Jets need him to play. 
Not only did he get involved offensively, his defensive work was sound 
and his decision making is becoming more instinctual. 

The Jets don’t play again until Friday when they host the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, so they’ll have some time to formulate a plan. 

Dillon has been paired with Heinola a fair amount during this stretch and 
is seeing progress. 

“Ville's been great. For him, (it’s) just kind of getting that confidence to do 
what he does best,” said Dillon. “He creates plays. He's one of those 
slippery, creative defencemen. Kind of that new wave that can create 
offence from the back end. 

“For him and I, we've got good chemistry. A good combo. I can try to 
open up some space for him and let him do his thing, get him the puck, 
and obviously, first and foremost we've got to take care of the D-zone. 
I'm really happy for him to be getting better and better every game.” 

Speaking of seemingly getting better and better every game, Jets goalie 
Connor Hellebuyck had another top-notch showing, finishing with 33 
saves as he earned his 19th victory in his 29th start in 38 games this 
season. 

“Yeah, I mean, what more can we say? It’s almost like we just expect him 
to be almost exceptional every night,” said Dillon. “We’re really lucky here 
with the Jets to have him. The two-on-one and the power play, that’s a 
game-momentum changer. He’s had a few that, just… He picks up our 
bench when we need a save or a turning point like that, and for us to be 
able to get some run support for him it feels nice to reward him after how 
well he’s been playing." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Q&A with Canada’s Brennan Othmann: On world juniors, 
NHL goals … and fondue 

 

Paul D. Grant 

 

Brennan Othmann has been one of Canada’s more consistent forwards. 
Usually playing on the first or second line, the 2021 first-round pick of the 
New York Rangers (16th overall) has used his size, skill and hustle to 
great effect.  

Heading into Canada’s semifinal Wednesday with the United States, 
Othmann – who turns 20 on Jan. 5, the day of the medal games – has 
two goals and two assists for four points, averaging 17:57 of ice time in 
five games.  

We chatted with him about comparing world junior tournaments, his play 
in the OHL and … raclette?  

Note: This interview has been edited for clarity and length.  

Sportsnet: First of all, tell me a little bit about the Swiss connection.  

Brennan Othmann: It’s funny, actually. My dad played over there with my 
uncle. It was really cool. They played over there for upwards of 10 years, 
so we have a Swiss background, Swiss connection there. I have my 
Swiss passport and my players’ licence, and so during the COVID year, I 
was able to go over there and experience that life over there and play 
over there. So, it was a fun time. It’s cool that I have that dual citizenship, 
but it’s kind of a fun country to be a dual citizen of as well.  

SN: So, fondue is a big thing, then. Or is that a stereotype?  

BO: Yeah, yeah, no, fondue and raclette, that’s a big thing on New 
Year’s. On New Year’s, back at home, we would have maybe fondue or 
raclette and Christmas Eve dinners with my grandmother and my dad’s 
brothers, my uncle and we’ll hang out, raclette, fondue and it’s a great 
time, good social event.  

SN: What has it been like developing a career through the pandemic, 
with cancelled seasons and the bubble?   

BO: During that, it was some positives and some negatives, for sure. I 
think the positive part was, I was fortunate to be able to play and I was 
fortunate to be able to go over there and experience that life and see 
Switzerland, see that culture over there and a little bit of that background 
and where my dad played. My uncle lives over there, he coaches over 
there, so to be able to go over there and spend a lot of time with his 
family and, kind of like I said, build that culture was a positive. But at the 
same time, the negative was, you didn’t get to play in the OHL. You didn’t 
get to see your buddies play, and that’s kind of the sad part. I don’t want 
to speak too much individually, but I feel bad for those players that didn’t 
get the chance to showcase themselves going into the draft year, and 
that sucks for them. All of us kids want to play in the NHL, we want to get 
drafted in the first round. The first round is a big deal, or let alone even 
just get drafted, and some of those guys didn’t get to show off their 
opportunity and their skill set during that year, and I just feel bad for 
those players.   

SN: You have scored a lot of goals in your career. What kind of player do 
you think you can be in the NHL?  

BO: I think I can be a 200-foot goal scorer. I think that … I don’t want to 
say too much, but I have confidence in my ability to score. I have 
confidence in the ability of my shot, and I think my IQ. At the next level 
they’re bigger, faster and stronger, for sure, and they’re older and they’re 
more mature up there and they’ve played in the NHL for many years. But 
at the same time, I’m still confident in myself. I’m still young and I’ve still 
got some room to develop and to grow, but I hope to be a goal scorer 
and a big guy in the NHL one day. If it’s not within the first five years of 
my career, hopefully it’s in the next five and the next five after that. But it 
would just be an honour, one day throwing on the Ranger jersey again 
and playing my first game. So, I’m just looking forward to that day and try 
not to worry about the type of player I’m going to be in the NHL and kind 
of let the cards and the chips fall where they fall.  

SN: What’s it like seeing all those scorers in that Rangers lineup?  

BO: Yeah, it’s great. I mean, seeing that culture and their organization, 
how rich it is, and their background, history and all of it there in New York 
is unbelievable. They’re a first-class organization. Them and my agency 
set up for me to go to the draft and experience the draft, and that was 
just great by them and that just goes to show how great of an 
organization they are. And I speak very highly of the Rangers not just 
because they’re the team I’m drafted by and they own my rights, but at 
the same time, I love Madison Square Garden, it’s an amazing arena to 
play in, the jerseys are awesome, the staff is great, players are great, 
and you get a lot of cool names on that team, for sure. And seeing that 
lineup and seeing the guys that I can look up to one day and get advice 
from is awesome.  

SN: What’s it going to be like competing against some of these guys for a 
spot? You want to get on that team eventually.  

BO: It’s obviously a business and stuff like that. But at the same time, 
you’re still on the same team and those guys have been playing there for 
many years. Some guys, they’ve been playing there for almost 10 years 
and they have a lot of good players on that team, for sure. And obviously 
it’s a competitive game, it’s a competitive lifestyle. But, like I said, I want 
to go into the camp next year and try my best and give my all. My goal is 
to make the Rangers next year. I think everyone’s goal at our age is to 
make the team, especially the high-calibre players that some players are. 
But at the same time, I want to have fun, I want to learn, I want to 
develop. It’s cliche, there’s obviously no rush. But at the same time, I 
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think I can and I think I’m willing to do it next year, so we’ll see what 
happens. 

SN: What was it like playing junior hockey in Flint, Mich.?  

BO: It was great. I honestly really enjoyed it there. But you hear a lot of 
bad things about Flint. Obviously, they had the water crisis there and you 
know it’s Flint, Mich., but honestly it wasn’t like that at all. You live in a 
beautiful place just outside of Flint and all the players are great there, the 
staff’s nice. All the guys on that team, honestly, made that team special 
and they’re good guys to play with and for, and Flint was a great place to 
play and the fans there are awesome. And I was very fortunate to be 
their captain for a couple years and it was awesome to be there.  

Brennan Othmann, formerly of the Flint Firebirds. (Natalie Shaver/OHL) 

SN: You were traded to the Peterborough Petes in November. What’s 
that adjustment been like?  

BO: It’s been different, for sure. Obviously, I spent three years in Flint 
and that had a special place in my heart due to being a captain and I’ve 
been there since I was 16, they drafted me and all that stuff. I’ve played 
with a lot of those guys for four years, have been great buddies with a lot 
of them. I still am. But Peterborough is a lot closer to home. It’s about a 
50-minute drive for myself and for my parents. So, it’s a nice, easy drive 
for us (from Pickering). It’s a great fan base to play out of. The arena, I 
know it’s old and there’s some questions about it, but, you know what, 
once you get used to it, it’s a great arena to play at. It’s old, it’s got a 
great history. And I love throwing on that jersey every night; it’s 
something special, for sure. And after this is done, I can’t wait to get back 
there.  

SN: What kind of season have you had since you joined the Petes?  

BO: Last year in Flint, I was getting all my points and I was a goal scorer 
and stuff like that, and that’s all fun and games and everything, you like 
seeing that, but at the same time, you want to develop a 200-foot game, 
you want to worry about the details. And that’s the biggest thing that the 
Rangers were telling me this year is, they know I can score, they know I 
can put up the points, they’re not worried about that. They’re looking at 
the details of my game. I know with Rob Wilson there, he’s coached a lot 
of pro players. He’s coached pro, so I know that he was going to develop 
me into an NHL player. My stats don’t look the greatest. I know I’ve only 
scored two goals there, but I’m not too worried about that, I’m not too 
concerned about that. I think that’s just a confidence-level thing. There 
was some family stuff that was going on that took a little sway in that. But 
now it’s a new year, everything’s going on, it’s going great and 
everything’s kind of hit the reset button. At the same time, I want to worry 
about the details of my game: Good detail in positioning, stick 
positioning, know when to chip the puck in and when to carry it. Little 
things like that, it’s very important, especially at the next level, and I know 
that the Rangers are more concerned about that than scoring right now.  

SN: Do you care to get into the family stuff that was going on?  

BO: I’ve gotten into it a little bit on Twitter about it. My grandparents were 
just dealing with a little bit of stuff, and my grandparents … have a 
special place in my heart and they’ve done a lot for me and my mom and 
my dad and my sister. They’re great. My grandfather was fortunately able 
to come up here to watch a game, so I’m happy that they’re here and 
he’s here.   

SN: This is your second world juniors. What’s been the biggest surprise 
this time around from the last one? The one in Edmonton must seem a 
little odd now.  

BO: Yeah, this is more of a traditional one. I think the summer one was 
fun and everything with all the players we had, you know, the big goals 
we scored and all (Mason McTavish’s) great play and everything. But I 
think here, the biggest thing for us, and the coolest thing, is the crowd. In 
Edmonton, yeah, you get to play in Edmonton Oilers’ arena, you get to 
use their room and all that fun stuff, but at the same time, due to it being 
in the summertime, they didn’t get many fans at our games, which isn’t a 
bad thing by any means. But here, in Eastern Canada, they’ve been 

unbelievable hosts and they’re always cheering and they’re always into 
the game, no matter what the score is. And it’s so fun to play. And I know 
he’s sitting on the bench … and we were sitting there and we were like, 
this is crazy. I mean, a minute and a half left, and they’re just giving us a 
standing ovation, clapping. … They’re screaming “M-V-P” at (Connor 
Bedard) and it’s something crazy, it’s something special. I’ve witnessed it 
as a fan, but I haven’t witnessed that as a player, and that’s something 
really cool.  

Canada’s Mason McTavish (23) and Brennan Othmann (15) celebrate a 
goal against Slovakia during second period 2022 IIHF World Junior 
Hockey Championship action. (Jason Franson/CP) 

SN: Where do you see yourself a year from now?  

BO: It’s hard to say because I believe, and I think that I’m capable, to 
play in the NHL next year. I I really do believe that. I’m confident in 
myself. I know it’s going to take a good offseason for myself to do that. … 
But at the same time, playing at the next level is hard and I want to really 
work hard this summer at being capable of playing there. I hope this time 
next year, I’m going back to New York from Christmas break. I’m looking 
forward to that time and looking forward to the training camp next year to 
see what happens.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Ukraine’s U25 team grateful for Canadian support during 
Hockey Can’t Stop Tour 

 

Eric Francis 

 

Hours before the calendar turned on one of the darkest years in his 
nation’s history, a bomb landed 100 metres from Savva Serdiuk’s Kyiv-
area home. 

It shattered the windows and shook his parents and girlfriend to the core. 

“Today was probably the scariest day of the war for me,” said the 18-
year-old of a blast sent as part of Russia’s heightened attacks New 
Year’s Eve. 

“They just called me and said they’re okay, and to not worry about them.” 

Easier said than done. 

Serdiuk received their emotional call from the safety of his Calgary hotel 
room, doing little to calm him as he chases his hockey dreams a world 
away. 

A goaltender who recently backstopped Ukraine at the world junior 1B 
championships, Serdiuk is now touring through western Canada with the 
Ukrainian U-25 club as part of its Hockey Can’t Stop Tour. 

Games against four Canadian universities this week are serving as a 
warmup to the upcoming World University Games in Lake Placid, N.Y., 
while doubling as a fundraiser through the Canada/Ukraine Foundation. 

Men aged 18 to 60 are not allowed to leave Ukraine without special 
permission, but players who made the country’s U-25 national team have 
received military exemptions to compete in the tournament. 

A 2-0 loss to the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon last week was 
punctuated by a stirring ovation from a capacity crowd that was yet 
another reminder of the love and support Canadians have provided 
Ukrainians since the Russian attacks started almost a year earlier. 

On Saturday they received a similar welcome at a packed Saddledome 
where the players were guests of the Flames. Provided with a suite and 
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jerseys from the club, the players waved to the crowd and took pictures 
as their tour was announced. 

“It made me emotional because it means a lot for me as a Ukrainian 
hockey player that Canadians are supporting us,” beamed Serdiuk. 

“We are feeling the love from Canadians every day. It feels really, really 
nice. I just love Canadians.” 

It was an emotional night in Calgary Monday as 1,700 people showed up 
at Father David Bauer Arena to support the Ukrainian team, which lost 3-
1 to the Canada West-leading U of C Dinos. Roughly $30,000 was raised 
through ticket sales, merchandise, silent auction and promotions, 
according to the university. 

The warmth and money being generated on their trip is a welcome 
diversion for the country’s best young players, whose practices back 
home are interrupted daily by electricity blackouts, water shortages and 
air raid warning sirens that prompt a quick end to their skate. 

“At first it was really scary — they were bombing Kyiv and I was shaking 
with my parents,” said Serdiuk of a protocol that forces anyone within 
earshot of the sirens to immediately take cover in a bomb shelter or 
nearest subway station, often in full gear. 

“I get used to it, but it’s really bad for all the people in Ukraine.” 

Konstantin Simchuk is an assistant coach with the U-25 team, who runs 
the local Sokil Kyiv team, as well as the biggest hockey school in the 
nation — a school that saw 300 of its 450 students flee the nation last 
February when the Russian attacks began. 

A retired goaltender who represented Ukraine in the 2002 Olympics and 
eight world championships, he feels it’s important to provide some 
semblance of normalcy for the country’s top players with an eye on 
maintaining a program that can still provide plenty of national pride and 
hope moving forward. 

“We look forward to when it’s all finished and we start rebuilding hockey 
rinks — we have hope this will happen, but when and how long it’s going 
to take for a rebuild nobody knows,” said the 48-year-old, whose country 
has lost almost half its arenas to bombings. 

“I’m very nervous right now because I left my wife and 11-year-old 
daughter back home. 

“It’s all so crazy — on Feb. 24 you wake up in the morning and 
somebody is bombing your city, your country, and attacking your kids 
and families. 

“I don’t know if you can understand this, but today we kind of get used to 
it. It’s terrible.” 

He said the goodwill shown by Canadians has been stirring. 

“When the national anthem was going on I’m almost crying,” he said of 
the game in Saskatoon. 

“For us right now this is very important. Very emotional.” 

Aleksandra Slatvytska is the CEO of the Ice Hockey Federation of 
Ukraine and insists that through all the upheaval it’s so important to 
continue striving for a sense of normalcy. 

“We still want to save sport in general — we have 4,000 players under 
25, so we are obliged to save their game,” said Slatvytska, whose team 
plays the University of Alberta on Tuesday and the University of 
Manitoba on Jan. 9 at Canada Life Centre. 

“As a sports lawyer, it’s really important right now to focus on daily affairs 
if you want to keep living. 

“We hope to keep national teams in the IIHF world championship and 
raise our flag and show we’re still independent and we deserve to make 
choices by ourselves with what we are doing with our country and our 
land.” 

The money raised on their tour will go towards repairing arenas lost in 
the conflict, as well as helping displaced Ukrainians. 

“They need to continue to fight for their country — there are 20 boys who 
represent 40 million people,” said Slatvytska. 

“People need to see their country still exists and we have chances to win 
because we have such support.” 

While the country’s hope is for a return to normalcy, these young men 
are being provided a chance to continue striving for so much more, as 
they pursue hockey dreams threatened by Vladimir Putin’s invasion. 

No surprise, they have strong feelings about a Russian like Alex 
Ovechkin, a well-known Putin supporter. 

“I don’t like Alex Ovechkin and my friends feel the same,” said Serdiuk, 
as a passing team support staffer echoed the sentiment in much harsher 
terms. 

“I don’t like him because he’s supporting the war, that’s for sure. He’s 
supporting Putin, and it’s just terrible. 

“I don’t know why he’s playing in the NHL right now. 

“They should ban him, 100 per cent.” 

Their frustration is understandable. 

Their resilience is to be admired. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Halifax investigation into 2003 world juniors incident 
continues; no charges yet 

 

Paul D. Grant 

 

VANCOUVER — Not all hockey in Vancouver is hopeless, it just feels 
that way around the Canucks. 

Look at Mathew Barzal, the pride of suburban Coquitlam, zipping around 
his hometown ice Tuesday, uncontested and faster than anyone else, 
and putting up three points in the New York Islanders’ 6-2 win over the 
Canucks at Rogers Arena. Even better, look at North Vancouver’s 
Connor Bedard, apparently an ardent Canucks fan, who is making history 
for Team Canada at the world junior championship while waiting to be 
the National Hockey League’s next big thing. 

Imagine what a player like Bedard could do for a team. Imagine what he 
could do for the Canucks. 

Well, dare to dream because Vancouver’s team is finally moving away 
from the mushy middle of the NHL standings. They’re heading south, 
towards the bottom. 

The Canucks’ third consecutive loss, all against superior teams that 
simply outclassed them, left Vancouver 25th in the overall standings with 
a winning percentage of .473. At 16-18-3, the Canucks are seven points 
out of a playoff spot in the Western Conference and just four points 
ahead of the fourth-worst team in the league, the San Jose Sharks. 

Determined losers like the Chicago Blackhawks and Anaheim Ducks, 
who answered that spam call that always arrives around dinner time and 
encourages desperate teams to undertake a complete tear-down rebuild, 
look uncatchable at the bottom of the standings. 

But the Sharks are catchable, the Arizona Coyotes can be ducked under. 
And only three games into a 12-game stretch against formidable 
opponents, a schedule that so far is proving to be truth serum for the 
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Canucks, Vancouver looks like it could soon be in the bottom five of the 
league. 

They play the Colorado Avalanche, with Nathan MacKinnon back in the 
lineup, on Thursday, then embark on a five-game road trip that goes: 
Winnipeg, Pittsburgh, Tampa, Florida, Carolina. 

Bedard is not an impossible dream as a first-overall draft pick. Except 
that there’s a draft lottery and these are the Canucks, who have never 
moved up in the annual draw for draft position. 

But at least there’s hope – not from the Canucks, but for them. They just 
have to keep doing what they’re doing. 

If they play the way they did Tuesday against the Islanders, they might 
not win another game. Until they play the Blackhawks. 

After Vancouver built a 1-0 lead with a sound, robust opening period, the 
Canucks self-destructed over the next 22 minutes, allowing four out of 
five goals. 

A fourth-line goal by Aatu Raty tied it for New York at 1:46 of the second 
period when Tyler Myers’ position in no-man’s land created a two-on-one 
that Quinn Hughes poorly defended. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau got inside on Hughes to scuff in a power-play 
rebound at 12:56, and then Myers passed the puck to Barzal in the 
Canucks’ slot to make it 3-1 at 16:28 although the NHL considers goals 
like this “unassisted.” 

After Bo Horvat scored his second of the game for Vancouver at 18:54, 
the Canucks took advantage of this momentum by needlessly turning 
over another puck in their slot — this time it was Ethan Bear to Anders 
Lee ––to make it 4-2 just 1:46 into the final period. And that was that. 

 “We keep giving them goals, you’re not going to win games,” Canucks 
coach Bruce Boudreau said. “I mean. . . in the second period, the first 
two goals we gave them. The third goal, the power-play goal, we sort of 
gave them (because) we didn’t get it out. And then in the first shift in the 
third period, we give them another pass. You keep giving teams passes 
and putting pucks on their tape, you’re not going to win.” 

How could another second-period disaster occur after a first period when 
the Canucks were the better team and a little unlucky not to have put 
more than one puck behind Islander goalie Ilya Sorokin? 

“God knows,” Boudreau said. “I thought the first period was as good a 
period as we’ve played. (But) as soon as something bad happens to this 
team, the adversity, we cannot handle and it seems like ‘oh, here we go.’ 
And then that’s it. As long as we’ve got the lead we’re fine, but when we 
get behind, it’s not a good thing. It seems like the wind goes out of 
everybody’s sails.” 

And that’s what suddenly feels different about the Canucks. Until the last 
couple of weeks, they were like a streaky but talented golfer who might 
make a double-bogey but could follow it with an eagle, then birdie the 
18th to win. Now they look like they have the yips. 

The Canucks had six shots in the third period. And they blocked three 
shots in the game. The Islanders blocked 18. 

“We mention it every day,” Boudreau said of blocking shots. “We talk 
about it every day, we put it on the wall every day. We understand it. 
(But) I can’t go out and make them want to block shots. But I mean, they 
know. . . any team that has any success, they do it. That’s a 
commitment.” 

The Canucks were so awful at the start of last season that their coach 
and general manager were fired. Their record through 37 games is now 
identical to last season, and they’re trending the wrong way. Or the right 
way. (Be positive!) 

“If you sit there and say: ‘OK here, we need 27 wins over the next 40 
games,’ then it’s a daunting task,” Boudreau said of the growing chasm 
between the Canucks and a playoff spot. “If you win the week, eventually 

you get there. (But) if you say you need 10 wins in a row, it’s pretty hard 
to do. 

“Nobody’s stupid in there. They know the daunting task. They know the 
wins and losses and everything. We’re just fortunate at this point that it 
seems like most of the teams in the Pacific Division don’t want to jump up 
and run away. They keep giving us life. But eventually, we’ve got to get 
our own life.” 

Or win a draft lottery. 
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TSN.CA / Bedard breaking hearts, rules of hockey in Halifax 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the 2023 World 
Juniors. Team Canada and Team USA practised at Scotiabank Centre in 
Halifax on Tuesday ahead of Wednesday's semifinal.  

Connor Bedard created an incredible World Junior moment with his 
dazzling display in overtime in Monday night's quarterfinal against 
Slovakia. Everything about the sequence impressed 
teammates, including the celebration. 

"That was amazing," said Michigan freshman Adam Fantilli. "That was 
actually the first thing I said to him when I saw him. I loved it. It was the 
heartbreaker. I told him he should've gone on two knees like Patty Kane, 
but what he did was pretty good." 

"The whole building's going crazy, you know, everyone's chanting MVP 
for him and he does the heartbreaker celebration," said Los Angeles 
Kings defenceman Brandt Clarke. "That's what he's been doing all 
tournament is just breaking hearts of the other teams." 

The Slovaks tried to make life hard on the 17-year-old phenom by playing 
physical. It didn't work.  

"It's not like I haven't been hit before or anything," Bedard said with 
a shrug. "It's part of the game and I didn't think too much of it."  

Bedard scored twice and added an assist in the 4-3 win.  

"I wanted to play him physical more. You probably could see," said 
Slovak forward Robert Baco. "He breaks the rules. Not like game rules, 
but hockey." 

https://www.tsn.ca/world-juniors/video/bedard-emerges-as-heartbreak-
kid-at-world-juniors~2593843 

It sure seems like Bedard is playing by his own rules in Halifax. It feels 
like the Regina Pats captain is bending the tournament to his will.  

Overtime lasted five minutes and 17 seconds on Monday night. Bedard 
was on for three minutes and 34 seconds.  

"He kept looking back and wanting more," said coach Dennis Williams. 
"We were double shifting him a lot, but he was ready to get back out 
there." 

But it felt like maybe it wasn't going to be Bedard's night as chance after 
chance went by the wayside. He fired five of his 10 shots in the extra 
frame.  

"I notice his composure," said Arizona Coyotes winger Dylan 
Guenther. "If he misses a chance or something, he's really good at 
creating more and generating more after that." 

The overtime magic was preceded by a squandered opportunity.  
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"He always comes back hungrier when he misses a chance like that," 
noted linemate Logan Stankoven. 

"He got that shot in the slot and you think it's automatic from there," said 
Vancouver Giants captain Zack Ostapchuk, "and then he gets the puck 
again and he's not missing twice. He dances through everybody and 
finishes it off. It's such a Bedsy moment." 

The decisive play came at the end of a 54-second shift. Clarke was 
calling for the puck at the point. Stankoven was also making himself 
available.  

"I was more of a spectator there," the reigning Canadian Hockey League 
player of the year said sheepishly. "I was trying to get open for him, 
because he had a guy on him, but he did the work."  

Bedard deked his way past Libor Nemec, Peter Repcik, second overall 
pick Simon Nemec and red-hot goalie Adam Gajan before sliding the 
puck home for his eighth goal of the tournament.  

"It's almost like he's pressing random buttons on the Xbox 
controller coming up with some of these dangles," marvelled 
goalie Thomas Milic. "You never know what he's going to do next." 

"I couldn't score on a shot so I had to do something," Bedard told 
TSN's Kenzie Lalonde. 

By the time Bedard spoke to the rest of the media, he was ready to turn 
the page on the amazing moment.  

"That game's over and I got to go prove it to myself again," he said. 
"That's my mentality. Play bad or good, next game I have to prove it 
again."   

"He doesn't sit there and dwell on the biggest goal of the tournament," 
said Williams. "You wouldn't have known that after the game, you know, 
talking to him. His mind was already on to the next event and the next 
challenge." 

The next challenge is Team USA in Wednesday's semifinal. 

"What else is better?" Bedard asked rhetorically. "What else do you 
want? That's something everyone in the country, everyone in the 
continent is going to be pretty excited for. There's no better situation." 

Bedard's incredible game-winner in overtime leaves the hockey world 
buzzing 

After Connor Bedard single handedly pushed Canada into the semis at 
the World Junior Hockey championship, his goal was all the buzz 
amongst NHL players and coaches. 

--- 

The Slovaks dialed up the physicality. What will the Americans do 
against Bedard?  

"We have a plan in place but we're not, at this point, going to share it with 
the media," head coach Rand Pecknold said with a smile. "I appreciate 
you asking the question. We got a plan. We'll put it in place and see how 
it goes tomorrow night." 

Pecknold has a 2005-born son and has been tracking Bedard for a 
while.  

"We've gone through tournaments all through the years and I've seen 
him play," the Quinnipiac Bobcats bench boss said. "He was impressive 
at 10 years old, too, so nothing's changed. He's a generational player 
and we'll have our hands full trying to stop him." 

But the Americans aren't getting caught up in the Bedard-mania that 
seems to have enveloped the event. 

"He's had a really great tournament," said captain Luke Hughes. "He's an 
exceptional player. We got some great players too." 

---  

Canada and the United States will meet for the first time at the World 
Juniors since the Americans won the gold-medal game inside the 
Edmonton bubble in 2021. 

"That's definitely our No. 1 rival," said Clarke. "We didn't want to say it, 
but that's the game we wanted. We wanted to play them. We wanted that 
atmosphere. The crowd's been phenomenal all the way through, but we 
know they'll be at a whole other level tomorrow night and we can't wait 
for it."  

The United States steamrolled past Germany 11-1 in their quarterfinal. 

"We match-up good," Clarke assured. "We've been watching film. They 
don't like the physical play. When we're playing our best game, we're 
getting to the front of the net and being physical. We're boxing out. That's 
what we need to do. They have a lot, a lot of skill over there and a lot of 
guys that if you're not on your game they can burn you. We're going to be 
ready for it. We'll be finishing our checks and that's going to [benefit] us."  

"We got some big boys up front," Hughes responded. "We're a pretty 
tough group and we're really mentally tough too. So, I don't know, he can 
say what he wants." 

Hockey Canada prioritized size in building their World Junior roster. All 
but one defenceman stands 6-foot-2 or taller. Team USA, meanwhile, 
has a small defence with only Hughes taller than 6-foot.  

"It is what it is," said Pecknold. "We had our talent pool. We're not the 
land of giants back there, but it's an excellent D core. They're very 
mobile. High IQ. They can all skate. They can all make plays. It's helped 
us a lot this tournament with our exits. We need that to happen again 
tomorrow night." 

At 148 pounds, American defenceman Lane Hutson is the lightest player 
at the World Juniors. But the Montreal Canadiens prospect is still making 
an impact with one goal and two assists. 

"He's an elite player with elite IQ," raved Pecknold. "Really smart. Crazy 
deceptive. He's got a lot of deception in his game and he's done a good 
job defending for us, too, this tournament. I've been really happy with 
him."   

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Clarke on USA: 'That’s the game we wanted ... They don’t like physical 
play' 

Members of Team Canada and USA spoke on their upcoming semi-final 
matchup on Wednesday, the strengths and weaknesses of both sides 
and how they plan to limit the talent on both teams. 

--- 

Bedard's special moment never happens without Milic's glove save 
on Servac Petrovsky in overtime. 

"I thought it went in," Bedard said. "I was about to start crying on the 
bench. That was ridiculous. I didn't know until the crowd reacted. I was so 
scared. Thank God. He's unbelievable." 

"It was a bit of a rolling puck," Milic said. "I don't think he had the full 
strength there so I was a little lucky. But, like I've been saying from Day 
1, just be ready for any moment whether it's the start of the game or 
overtime. I just did whatever I could to help the team win and lucky he 
returned the favour not too long after." 

It was a stressful night for the Milic family with his mom actually changing 
seats to try and avoid being spotted on television.  

"She was sitting up a little higher hoping she'd be a little more hidden," 
Milic said. "It was an incredible atmosphere. It was a little bit of a 
rollercoaster of emotions going through it, especially in overtime there. A 
little frustrating with all the posts we were getting towards the end of the 
game." 

Milic stopped 24 of 27 shots.  
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"We don't get there without Thomas in net," Williams said. "He was lights 
out. He made some key saves in overtime, some big-time saves in the 
third. He was dynamite for us."  

0 seconds of 2 minutes, 15 secondsVolume 90% 

Milic saves Canada's tournament; Bedard: 'I was about to start crying' 

Members of Team Canada spoke to the media after their overtime 
quarter-final win over Slovakia. They spoke on the huge save from 
Thomas Milic in overtime that made Bedard's game winner possible and 
the confidence they all have when on the ice knowing they have an elite 
goalie behind them. 

--- 

The one Canadian goal that Bedard wasn't in on against Slovakia came 
off the stick of Ostapchuk. The Ottawa Senators prospect kept the 
puck and shot on a 3-on-1 rush. It was his plan all along. 

"I was trying to sell the pass there," he said. "I really wanted to shoot that 
puck. I gave him a look off and ripped it." 

Why'd he want to shoot?   

"I just had that feeling coming up the ice. Our guys were late coming up. I 
don't know. I thought I could sell the pass and I wanted to score." 

As a member of Canada's checking line, Ostapchuk isn't leaned on to 
score, but the 19-year-old was definitely looking to contribute offensively 
after getting a match penalty in the New Year's Eve game against 
Sweden.  

"It was big for me," he said. "I owed the guys one. They scored on the 
five-minute power play that they got so I had that in the back of my mind 
that I wanted to get one back for us. I'm glad it was able to work out."  

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

'I owed the guys one': Ostapchuk responds to ejection with big goal 

Team Canada forward Zack Ostapchuk spoke to the media on Tuesday 
about his big goal in Canada's overtime win over Slovakia in the quarter-
finals and why he felt he owed his teammates a big moment like that 
after getting ejected the game before. 

--- 

Baco rocked Clarke with a huge hit in the second period, which knocked 
his helmet off. Players must head straight to the bench if that happens, 
but Clarke remained in the play and was assessed a minor penalty.  

"That was dumb," Clarke admits. "I just kind of, like, blacked out and I 
didn't even realize until I got back to my own blue line. I'm like, I don't 
have a helmet on, do I? And then I looked over and the ref already 
had his hand up so I thought I would just finish the play. That was dumb 
and I wish I could take that back, but I was so in the moment. I saw 
Nemec come out of the box and I was like I got to get back and then I'm 
like, oh, that was dumb." 

--- 

Canada has been dominant at the dot at the World Juniors, but lost the 
faceoff battle 40-33 on Monday.  

"They had some good centres and were able to almost cheat a bit more," 
said Stankoven. "They were able to get a little more leverage and we 
weren't expecting that. At the start of the game, it was tough to win some 
draws, but then in the third and overtime I was able to win a lot of my 
draws." 

Stankoven leads the tournament with a 74-per-cent win rate.  

"I'm more of a quick-strike guy," he said. "When guys don't engage in the 
faceoffs as much I feel like that's when I have more success. If I'm able 
to not get tied up by the other centre, that's when I'm winning most 
draws." 

Stankoven sometimes wins faceoffs too cleanly so Canada actually had 
Bedard move behind him on draws later in the game.  

"Sometimes I'll win the draw, but it will go a bit too far," said Stankoven. 
"There was one time last night when I won the draw and it was like a shot 
against Thomas and then another one went outside the zone. If I can win 
that back to Connor then we have good possession. We want the puck in 
his hands as much as possible." 

--- 

Stankoven is the only Canadian player who arrives to the rink wearing a 
bowtie.  

"I just like the look," the Kamloops, B.C., native said. "I remember when I 
was choosing my blue suit a couple years ago, they didn't have a certain 
tie to go with it and it was more the bowtie that looked better and I've 
liked it ever since." 

He has a blue one and a purple one.  

"I started off with the blue one for the first few games, like the exhibition 
games, but I wasn't really feeling it," he said. "Pucks weren't bouncing my 
way so I switched and things have been going pretty good. So, I'm not 
going to change now." 

    Let’s get to work. 🇨🇦 

    #WorldJuniors pic.twitter.com/9198xHdjau 

    — Hockey Canada (@HockeyCanada) January 2, 2023 

Just like in the summer when he had six primary points in three 
knockout-stage games, Stankoven is building momentum throughout the 
tournament.  

"He's only been getting better each game," said Williams. "He's a player 
who came back from the summertime with a lot of expectations probably 
on himself and was a little snakebitten early. He's an engine, kind of the 
energizer bunny. You turn him on and just let him go all game. He tracks. 
He's on pucks. He's hard on pucks. He's not the biggest guy but he plays 
like he's 6'2, 6'3." 

Stankoven embraces the pressure moments. He assisted on the Kent 
Johnson golden goal in Edmonton and was leaned on again in Monday's 
3-on-3 session.  

"I'm not really scared of it," the Dallas Stars prospect said. "It's an 
opportunity to give your team a win. Just try and play opportunistic and 
finish the game off." 

After Monday's crazy ending, Stankoven spoke to his parents and they all 
agreed the feeling in the building was similar to Edmonton's dramatic 
gold-medal game.   

"It's the best thing," Stankoven said. "Any kid would do anything to be in 
my spot and in my shoes so when I go out there I try and keep that in the 
back of my mind and not take this opportunity for granted because it's my 
last chance to win a gold medal with this team."  

--- 

Canada held a 15-minute practice on Tuesday. Why?  

"Just getting out of the hotel," Williams said. "You could probably see it 
wasn't anything mentally taxing or physically taxing." 

Much of the time was spent on the power play, which went 1-for-5 
against the Slovaks.  

"We'll clean that up for tomorrow," Guenther promised.  

Guenther scored the lone man-advantage marker for Canada in the 
quarterfinal. It came at the end of a power play, which saw Canada's top 
unit stay on the ice beyond the one-minute mark.  
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"We had good zone time," said Williams. "We thought the energy level 
was still OK there. We had those five together and they've proven they 
can put the puck in the net." 

Fantilli was in the bumper spot with the second unit on Wednesday.   

"I don't play it too often, but I'm on the power play so I'll try and contribute 
while I'm there," he said.  

After starting camp in the top six, Fantilli finds himself on the fourth line. 
He insists it's not a big adjustment.  

"I mean, that's something I've always prided myself on is being able to 
play up and down the lineup," he said. "That's what makes me a versatile 
player. I'm going to keep trying to play the role that I'm in and do the best 
I can to help us win a gold medal." 

Fantilli confirmed he's maintained radio silence with his four Michigan 
'mates who are on Team USA.  

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

What lessons can Canada take from tough win over Slovakia into the 
semis? 

After Canada found a way to win a tough matchup against Slovakia in 
overtime, the question becomes: how can they take lessons from that 
tight game into their semifinal matchup against the United States? The 
World Juniors panel breaks it all down. 
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