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Back to work after record streak ends, Carolina Hurricanes still have more to offer 

By Luke DeCock 
Morrisville  

It had to end sometime, and it ended the way it always does, 
with bad goals and weird penalties and the deep echo of bad 
memories — in this case, the increasingly dark shadow of 
Madison Square Garden. 
The Carolina Hurricanes went five and a half weeks without 
losing, won 11 in a row and the crazy thing about it (other 
than that they failed to gain any significant ground on the 
Boston Bruins) is they still haven’t scratched their presumed 
ceiling. 
For six weeks, the Hurricanes kept piling up wins and points 
without their No. 1 goaltender, without a reliable power play, 
with key players sporadically injured and without Max 
Pacioretty, whose long-awaited debut appears all but 
imminent. 
Which suggests, as high as they flew in December, their best 
days may still yet lie ahead as they went back to work 
Wednesday with a long practice at Wake Competition Center 
ahead of Thursday’s home game against the Nashville 
Predators. 
Pacioretty can potentially slot into the lineup and start 
finishing some of the chances the Hurricanes excel at 
creating. It’s been a long wait and recovery for the winger 
who tore his Achilles shortly after arriving over the summer, 
but the end is at hand. 
“We’re close,” Pacioretty said. “You can see in practice I’m 
skating with a line, playing on the power play, with no 
restrictions in terms of contact — maybe some guys ease up 
on me because they don’t want to give me any contact — but 
it’s close. We’ll take it day by day right now.” 
Meanwhile, the solid combined play of Antti Raanta and 
Pyotr Kotchetkov not only backstopped the streak but has 
allowed Frederik Andersen the luxury of a month of practices 
to fine-tune his return. Andersen will be back at some point 
— sooner than later, presumably — and in theory gives the 
Hurricanes the best chance to win the Stanley Cup, if fully 
healthy. 

As for the power play, maybe Pacioretty can help with that? 
Because given the assembled skill and track record of this 
group, there’s no excuse for a bottom-tier power play. (The 
penalty-kill, usually such a strength, remains in the middle of 
the pack, but without any real cause for alarm.) Special 
teams were such an issue in the postseason last time 
around, you’d like to see some momentum develop at some 
point. 
“All of it, all of our game, can be better,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “We’ve had stints here and there at 
things, but I would expect that. You’re always working on 
something. We definitely know the special teams have to be 
better, because you saw last night, you can get crazy calls. 
You can be playing the best game and then boom, boom, 
boom, there’s three penalties that were not penalties.” 
Nevertheless, when you’re doing things that haven’t been 
done since that season — December was the Hurricanes’ 
best month since January 2006 — you’re doing something 
right. It’s a little crazy now to look back to mid-November and 
all the hand-wringing over the Hurricanes’ failure to dominate 
the opposition out of the gate. 
Even now, they’re not exactly dominating all the time, but 
they’re doing what good teams do: Finding ways to win, at 
their best and at less than that. Until Tuesday night’s loss at 
the New York Rangers, at least, and even that wasn’t out of 
reach until things got weird late. 
There’s certainly a duality here. The Hurricanes are where 
they’re supposed to be in the standings, thanks to this latest 
run of results, but they’re still not the team they are capable 
of being, not quite. The former is the only thing that matters 
right now. The latter is the only thing that will matter in the 
end. 
So there’s no reason why that loss has to be anything but a 
footnote. There’s still so much potential for growth here. 
Another six-week streak would bring the Hurricanes to the 
gates of Carter-Finley Stadium next month. They’ve shown 
they’re as good as anyone. Now they have to show just how 
good they can be. 
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Super 16: Bruins remain No. 1; Jets, Rangers climb power rankings 

Penguins tumble seven spots, Avalanche five 

The Winnipeg Jets are the biggest climbers in the Super 16 
power rankings this week, moving up four spots from last 
week to No. 7 thanks to a three-game winning streak. 
Ironically, the Jets were also No. 7 two weeks ago, but they 
tumbled four spots to No. 11 last week because of three 
straight losses.  
The New York Rangers got a bump this week after a 5-3 win 
against the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday. They became 
the first team to defeat the Hurricanes in regulation since 
Nov. 23 and were rewarded by jumping three spots to No. 
10. 
It was a tough week for the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Colorado Avalanche.  
The Penguins tumbled seven spots to No. 13. The 
Avalanche went down five spots to No. 14. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Here is the Super 16 for this week, with a thought on each 
ranked team from a select member of the voting panel. 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (29-4-4) 

Total points: 207 
Last week: No. 1 
"Easy. After their comeback 2-1 win against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins in the 2023 Discover NHL Winter Classic at 
Fenway Park on Monday, the Bruins lead the NHL in points 
(62) and points percentage (.838) by a big margin. They 
haven't lost in regulation at home (19-0-3), including the 
outdoor game at Fenway. They're second in goals per game 
(3.73) and best in goals against per game (2.16). As a fan 
said atop the Green Monster at the end of the Winter 
Classic, "This team is special this year." -- Nicholas J. 
Cotsonika, columnist 

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (25-7-6) 

Total points: 196 
Last week: No. 2 
"It was a tight one for me this week in the top two spots, 
tighter than it's been in a while. But I can't knock the Bruins 
from their perch yet, thus the Hurricanes maintaining their 
spot at No. 2 in my personal Super 16. The Hurricanes have 
been on a tear, soaring up the standings with an 11-game 
winning streak and 17-game point streak (15-0-2) that ended 
Tuesday. But if this team keeps up the way it has, it's going 

to be harder and harder to sort out those spots every week." 
-- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

3. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (23-8-7) 

Total points: 168 
Last week: No. 3 
"Toronto is once again getting great production from its top 
forwards. William Nylander leads the Maple Leafs with 45 
points (22 goals, 23 assists). Auston Matthews, who reached 
501 NHL points in a 6-5 shootout loss to the St. Louis Blues 
on Tuesday, is next with 44 (19 goals, 25 assists) and 
Mitchell Marner is third with 43 (14 goals, 29 assists). The 
Maple Leafs have also been strong defensively. They're 
allowing 2.61 goals per game, tied with the Hurricanes for 
fourth in the NHL behind the Bruins (2.16), Jets (2.57) and 
New Jersey Devils (2.59). The Maple Leafs have been fun to 
watch, and you can't count them out any night." -- Tracey 
Myers, staff writer 

4. DALLAS STARS (23-11-6) 

Total points: 162 
Last week: No. 5 
"I not so sure there were many who predicted the Stars 
would have this successful a start, including me. I have them 
No. 5 for several reasons. For starters, they have one of the 
best top lines in hockey with Roope Hintz (19 goals, 25 
assists) between left wing Jason Robertson (26 goals, 29 
assists) and right wing Joe Pavelski (12 goals, 26 assists). 
They've received secondary scoring with first-round NHL 
Draft picks Wyatt Johnston (11 goals, six assists) and Ty 
Dellandrea (five goals, nine assists), and free agent forward 
Mason Marchment (nine goals, 12 assists). Dallas captain 
Jamie Benn has done his part with 36 points (15 goals, 21 
assists). The goaltending tandem of Jake Oettinger and 
Scott Wedgewood has produced the seventh-lowest goals-
against average in the NHL (2.68). Dallas also ranks sixth in 
goals per game (3.48), fifth on the power play (27.2 percent), 
and is tied for fourth on the penalty kill (82.7 percent)." -- 
Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

5. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (26-12-2) 

Total points: 155 
Last week: No. 4 
"I wasn't sold anymore. The Golden Knights were so good at 
the start of the season, 13-2-0 in their first 15 games. I was 
sold. But then came some adversity, some injuries, the loss 
of defenseman Alex Pietrangelo for personal reasons, and a 
9-9-1 stretch followed. That's when I started to lose my belief 
in them. But they're reeling me back in, going 4-1-1 in their 
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past six games, a 3-2 win against the Colorado Avalanche 
on Monday being their latest strong showing. The talent is 
there. Logan Thompson looks like he should be the real deal 
in net. We know they're well coached with Bruce Cassidy 
behind the bench. If this is the Golden Knights putting it all 
back together, then this should be the start of them running 
away with first place in the Pacific Division. Vegas is back to 
No. 6 in my personal Super 16 after dropping to No. 12 last 
week. Maybe this is just me being kneejerk in my reactions, 
but I think it's really the Golden Knights starting to play the 
way they're capable of playing again." -- Dan Rosen, senior 
writer 

6. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (24-12-1) 

Total points: 148 
Last week: No. 7 
"Tampa Bay is looking more like the team that reached the 
Stanley Cup Final three consecutive years as this season 
progresses. Although they lost 5-1 loss to the Minnesota 
Wild on Wednesday, the Lightning have won four of five and 
are 9-3-0 in their past 12 games, climbing to within four 
points of Toronto for second in the Atlantic Division. The 
Lightning have six players with at least 12 goals, led by 
Brayden Point (22), Steven Stamkos (17), Brandon Hagel 
(15), Nicholas Paul (14), Nikita Kucherov (13) and Alex 
Killorn (12). Hagel and Paul have fit in seamlessly since 
being acquired prior to the 2022 NHL Trade Deadline and 
are core contributors. Victor Hedman and Mikhail Sergachev 
anchor a solid defense that continues to be backed by one of 
the best goalies in the NHL, Andrei Vasilevskiy. The 
Lightning have more than half of its regular-season schedule 
remaining, but what team would want to face them in the first 
round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs?" -- Tom Gulitti, staff 
writer  

7. WINNIPEG JETS (24-13-1) 

Total points: 111 
Last week: No. 11 
"The Jets enter a big test against the Lightning on Friday 
riding a three-game winning streak. They're a top-10 team in 
my view given the remarkable contributions they've received 
all season from defenseman Josh Morrissey (43 points in 38 
games), the continued consistency of goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck (19 wins, .928 save percentage, three shutouts in 
29 games) and the play up front from forwards Kyle Connor, 
Pierre-Luc Dubois and Mark Scheifele. Winnipeg could be a 
very dangerous team come playoff time." -- Brian Compton, 
managing editor 

8. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (24-11-3) 

Total points: 104 
Last week: No. 8 
"I have the Devils at No. 10 in my Super 16 because I'm still 
not sure what team they are. Are they the team that started 
16-3-0, including a 13-game winning streak? Or are they the 
team that's gone 8-8-3 in the 19 games since? Are they the 
team that dominated the puck the first six weeks of the 
season, averaging 3.84 goals and 36.4 shots on goal per 
game? Or are they the team that has allowed almost as 
many goals (53) as they've scored (56) in those 19 games? 
The Devils have some great young talent, Jack Hughes is 
one of the more entertaining players in the NHL, and with 

Vitek Vanecek the goaltending is considerably improved. The 
Devils have shown they can be a good team, but to me, I 
think they need to prove they can be that good team on a 
more consistent basis." -- Adam Kimelman, deputy 
managing editor 

9. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (21-13-6) 

Total points: 95 
Last week: No. 10 
"Impressive. The Capitals have stayed afloat in the 
Metropolitan Division despite a rash of injuries. As 
impressive is the performance of that guy named Alex 
Ovechkin. Washington thrived during the captain's race to 
goal No. 802, going 11-1-2 since Dec. 5. Ovechkin himself is 
on fire with six goals in his past three games and has 28 
goals this season. The Capitals are about to get help with 
forwards Nicklas Backstrom and Tom Wilson returning, but 
they can't catch a break with injuries. They recently lost 
veteran defenseman John Carlson (face) indefinitely." -- 
Robert Laflamme, LNH.com senior writer 

10. NEW YORK RANGERS (21-12-6) 

Total points: 91 
Last week: No. 13 
"The Rangers have won three of five and had a statement 
win Tuesday, when they bounced back after allowing the 
Hurricanes to score less than a minute after they scored on 
two occasions and handed them their first regulation loss this 
season when they were leading after the second period (16-
1-2). This is exactly the kind of win that could propel the 
Rangers up the Eastern Conference standings." -- David 
Satriano, staff writer 

11. MINNESOTA WILD (22-13-2) 

Total points: 80 
Last week: No. 12 
"This is not the Wild of old, trying to grind out 2-1 victories 
and hoping a conservative, physical style delivers as it 
should in the playoffs. They still have those elements but are 
offensively dynamic now. Since Dec. 1, the Wild have gone 
12-4-0, and their .750 points percentage is fifth in the NHL 
during that. In those 16 games, they have scored a whopping 
57 goals. Sure, forwards Kirill Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello 
(20 points each) are driving the bus during the hot stretch, 
but they have help. Forwards Matt Boldy (13), Joel Eriksson 
Ek (12) and Sam Steel (11), and defenseman Jared 
Spurgeon (12), have also reached double-digit points. Goalie 
Filip Gustavsson is 6-1-0 with a 1.85 goals-against average, 
.936 save percentage and one shutout." -- Shawn P. Roarke, 
senior director of editorial 

12. LOS ANGELES KINGS (22-13-6) 

Total points: 69 
Last week: No. 14 
"I'll be honest, it shocks me that the Kings are No. 12 this 
week. They should be higher than this. I have them No. 7 in 
my personal Super 16. They're 7-1-1 since Dec. 15 with wins 
against the Bruins (a shootout in Boston), Golden Knights, 
Avalanche (a shootout in Denver) and Stars. They've played 
half their season (41 games) and are four points behind the 
Golden Knights in the Pacific Division. They're one of three 
teams in the Western Conference with at least 50 points. 
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Pheonix Copley has quietly been one of the best stories in 
this NHL season, the 30-year-old journeyman goalie coming 
in from Ontario of the American Hockey League and saving 
the Kings. They're better than 12th." -- Rosen  

13. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (19-12-6) 

Total points: 55 
Last week: No. 6 
"The Penguins would be higher here if not for a recent so-so 
trend that's seen them lose five in a row (0-3-2). Kris 
Letang's injury plagued season has left Pittsburgh's defense 
a bit thin at times, and now goalie Tristan Jarry is being 
evaluated after leaving the Winter Classic in the first period 
with a lower-body injury. But this team's pedigree, led by 
captain Sidney Crosby, is well established, and coach Mike 
Sullivan is one of the best in the biz. Pittsburgh is poised to 
go on an impressive run at any time but, as one of the older 
teams in the NHL, health is a huge determining factor." -- 
Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

14. COLORADO AVALANCHE (19-14-3) 

Total points: 53 
Last week: No. 9 
"It would be unfair to blame a world-renowned symphony 
orchestra for sounding a bit disjointed when the conductor, 
the virtuoso lead violinist, a couple of cellists, and a 
contrabass player are all out sick. It has been all that and 
more for the badly bruised Avalanche team this season, who, 
unlike an orchestra, cannot postpone a few tour dates. The 
defending Stanley Cup champions have already dressed a 
whopping 38 players, six who have played in all 36 games. 
All things considered, hanging on within a point of the 
second wild-card spot in the Western Conference with three 
games in hand on the Edmonton Oilers can be viewed as an 
overachievement. Scoring has been the biggest problem for 
the Avalanche (2.89 goals per game, 26th), down almost a 
full goal from last season (3.76, fourth). They have scored 
more than three goals once in their past 15 games." -- Paul 
Strizhevsky, staff writer 

15. SEATTLE KRAKEN (20-12-4) 

Total points: 37 
Last week: No. 15 
"OK, bear with me for a second for an analogy. So, that 
feeling I had skating at Fenway Park with many other media 
members Saturday night, the confidence that I know I'm 
capable but that fear of falling flat on my face and 
embarrassing myself, that's the same feeling I get when I 
think about fully investing in the Kraken as a playoff team this 
season. I want to do it. They're giving me zero reason not to, 
like coming back from 2-0 down to defeat the Oilers 5-2 on 
Tuesday. That's a four-point swing that kept Seattle third in 
the Pacific Division. The Kraken have three games in hand 
on the Oilers and Calgary Flames, but they're 5-7-1 since 
Dec. 3. I still have reservations about their goaltending, 
defense and game breaking ability. They've played 36 
games and I need to see more, but I can't ignore them, or I 
would be embarrassed, and that's why they're No. 16 in my 
personal Super 16." -- Rosen 

16. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (22-15-2) 

Total points: 20 

Last week: No. 16 
"The Islanders have won four of five and have a tough back-
to-back set at the Oilers on Thursday and Flames on Friday. 
However, they're never out of any game with Ilya Sorokin, 
who is in the Vezina Trophy conversation, and Semyon 
Varlamov. If the Islanders can find timely scoring and 
improve the power play (19.0 percent; 25th in NHL), they 
should be in the mix for a playoff spot in the second half of 
the season." -- Satriano 
Others receiving points: Buffalo Sabres 12, Oilers 3, Flames 
2 
Dropped out: None 
  

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. New Jersey Devils; 9. 
Colorado Avalanche; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Buffalo 
Sabres 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Dallas Stars; 4. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. New Jersey Devils; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Seattle Kraken; 
12. Washington Capitals; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. New 
York Islanders; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. New 
York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Seattle Kraken; 12. 
Los Angeles Kings; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Colorado Avalanche 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Minnesota Wild; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Colorado Avalanche; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. New York 
Islanders 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Dallas Stars; 4. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. Winnipeg 
Jets; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Washington Capitals; 9. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 10. New Jersey Devils; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Buffalo Sabres; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Los Angeles Kings 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Los Angeles Kings; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Colorado 
Avalanche 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
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1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. New York Rangers; 13. New Jersey 
Devils; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Seattle Kraken 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. New Jersey 
Devils; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Minnesota Wild; 
14. New York Islanders; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. 
Calgary Flames 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Winnipeg 
Jets; 12. New Jersey Devils; 13. Buffalo Sabres; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Calgary 
Flames 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Dallas Stars; 4. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. New York 

Rangers; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Colorado 
Avalanche; 14. Buffalo Sabres; 15. New Jersey Devils; 16. 
Seattle Kraken 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
New Jersey Devils; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. New York Rangers; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. Calgary Flames 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. New 
York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Washington Capitals; 
12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Colorado Avalanche; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. Buffalo Sabres 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Minnesota Wild; 14. 
Colorado Avalanche; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Seattle 
Kraken 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Hurricanes activate Pacioretty off LTIR after recovery from torn Achilles surgery 
The Carolina Hurricanes could have Max Pacioretty back in 
the lineup soon, having activated the 34-year-old on 
Thursday from the injured non-roster list. 
The veteran forward underwent surgery for a torn Achilles 
tendon in August and has yet to play this season. Pacioretty 
was acquired by Carolina in July in a swap with the Vegas 
Golden Knights along with defenceman Dylan Coghlan for 
future considerations in a deal that was largely considered a 
money move. The American is in the final year of a deal that 
pays him $7 million per season. 
Pacioretty has 323 goals and 642 points in 850 NHL games 
with the Montreal Canadiens and Golden Knights.  

The Hurricanes host the Predators on Thursday night, which 
would be Pacioretty's debut in a Carolina jersey if he plays. 
The game is available on SN NOW Premium. 
In corresponding move, forward Ondrej Kase was placed on 
long-term injured reserve, while defenceman Cavan 
Fitzgerald was placed on waivers so that he could be 
assigned to Chicago Wolves of the AHL. 
Kase, who signed with Carolina in the summer after a 
season in Toronto, has played in just one game this season 
due to a concussion.  
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With win streak ended, Hurricanes move on to Predators 

With the Carolina Hurricanes' franchise-best streaks for wins 
and points ended, the club now will look to come out on top 
in 2023 when they play host to the Nashville Predators on 
Thursday at Raleigh, N.C. 
The Hurricanes' franchise records of 11 consecutive wins 
and 17 consecutive games with a point were halted in 
Tuesday night's 5-3 road loss to the New York Rangers. 
"We've had something pretty special the last few weeks, so 
we'll try and forget about this one, move on and then try to 
get another streak going," Hurricanes defenseman Brady 
Skjei said. 
The Hurricanes led 3-2 going to the third period, when the 
Rangers piled on with three goals. 
"We weren't really very good in the third," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "(The end of the streak) was going to 
happen at some point and we're still going in the third and 
we had a chance to win the game. Not great on our part. 
"Got to be better if we're going to win on a consistent pace 
like we have been, so that game was not indicative of the 
way we've played but we were still right there until the end." 
A lot was accomplished during the streak for Carolina, which 
moved into the top spot in the Metropolitan Division. Forward 
Martin Necas pushed his goals total to a career-high 17. 
The Predators will begin a five-game road trip. They are 
coming off Tuesday's 6-3 victory against the Montreal 
Canadiens. 
Nashville has scored four or more goals in three consecutive 
games. 
"I feel the goals are coming throughout the lineup," said 
Predators winger Nino Niederreiter, a member of the 

Hurricanes during each of the past four seasons. "I feel like 
we do a better and better job each and every night. 
Everybody is on the same page now." 
Niederreiter had three assists against the Canadiens. 
Scoring depth has started to develop for the Predators. 
"It's important," coach John Hynes said. "I think when you 
have that it's a recipe to be able to win regularly where it 
doesn't put so much pressure on certain guys to be able to 
score. I think when you have depth scoring and your lineup it 
certainly gives your team the best chance to win on a regular 
basis." 
Putting together a Hurricanes-type winning streak might be 
to much to ask, but the Predators are looking to be rewarded 
for some improved play. 
"We know exactly what we need to do and we know where 
we stand in the standings, and it's about winning hockey 
games right now," Niederreiter said. "And I think that's been 
clicking in everyone's head. We've got to get wins soon to 
climb the ladder." 
The Hurricanes have choices at goalie. Rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov hadn't played since Dec. 20 before taking a spot 
in net for Tuesday night's rare defeat. 
"He'll bounce back," Brind'Amour said. 
In the meantime, goalie Antti Raanta recorded a pair of 
shutouts and kept the winning streak going. 
The Hurricanes might not have forward Stefan Noesen 
available after he left Tuesday night's game in the first period 
with a lower-body injury. He has eight goals this season. 
Nashville and Carolina won't meet again until April. 
--Field Level Media 
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Keys Behind Hurricanes’ Recently Snapped 17-Game Point Streak 
By Jacob Billington 

The Carolina Hurricanes had their historic 17-game point 
streak and an 11-game winning streak come to a halt after 
facing the New York Rangers on Tuesday. The Hurricanes, 
who hadn’t lost a game in regulation since Nov. 23, were 
bound to lose eventually. What’s frustrating is that this was a 
winnable game for the ‘Canes. 
Whether you want to point to questionable officiating, the 
inability to beat Rangers netminder Igor Shesterkin or the 
fact that Pyotr Kochetkov was a bit rusty headed into 
Tuesday’s 5-3 loss, they were all contributing factors.  
As I mentioned, the Hurricanes weren’t going to finish the 
season 70-6-6, but they have the ability to rebound strong 
and take advantage of their next string of games, as five of 
their next six are against teams that are not currently (Jan. 4) 
in a playoff spot. Looking back on the lengthy streak, here 
are the primary takeaways that made them successful. 

Raanta and Kochetkov Comfortable in the Crease 

You can’t earn at least a point in 17 straight games if you 
don’t have good goaltending, and though the Hurricanes’ 
starting goaltender, Frederik Andersen, is still sidelined with 
an injury, Antti Raanta and Kochetkov got the job done. 
Kochetkov has been fantastic over this stretch, 
acknowledged by winning the NHL’s Rookie of the Month for 
December. During this stretch, Kochetkov had an 8-0-2 
record, with a save percentage of .937. After not playing 
since Dec. 20 because of a nagging injury, he was thrown in 
against the Rangers, who have a dominant offense. 
Raanta had an 8-0-0 record during the streak, registering a 
.892 save percentage, which is well below the league 
average. However, stats don’t matter as long as you are 
getting wins. The Hurricanes clearly play very well in front of 
Raanta; that record also includes two shutouts, which is 
propping up his save percentage quite a bit. 
Regardless of how they are playing individually, the 
Hurricanes have a chance to win each night. Their goalies 
haven’t been letting them down, which might be surprising 
given the way they started the season. 

Hurricanes’ Group Effort 

The Hurricanes did not have any players averaging over a 
point per game during their point streak. However, offense 
has not been an issue. They have the talent for at least one 
player to have 17 or more points during that stretch, although 
eight players had ten or more points, which is quite 
impressive. Brent Burns led the way with 14 points in 17 
games, with Martin Necas right behind him with 13. Most of 
the top players expected to produce have been, but there 

have also been a couple of surprises from their depth 
players. 
Stefan Noesen is tied with Necas for second on the team in 
points during these 17 games, which has been one of the 
most pleasant surprises of the season thus far. He is closing 
in on his career high of 27 points, and he has looked like he 
fits in very well. Unfortunately, Noesen left the game after 
taking an awkward fall against the Rangers, and we are still 
awaiting an update. 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi has been producing of late as well. After 
struggling to find the scoresheet during the first chunk of the 
season, he now has 10 points in the past 17 games, and 
while he has moved up and down the lineup, he is still being 
depended on for plenty of defensive opportunities, but if he 
continues to find his scoring touch, he may work his way 
back into some offensive responsibilities. 
Brent Burns might be one of the most frustrating players in 
the NHL. Every game, fans might be reminded how great he 
is and that he is one of the most valuable players on the 
team until his next shift when he reminds them that some of 
his most common mistakes are the most unforgivable ones. 
The value Burns brings to the team doesn’t go unnoticed. He 
has an excellent offensive game from the blue line and, more 
specifically, a shot with the potential to make things happen, 
whether it’s a goal or a rebound. It goes without saying, but 
Burns knows exactly what he is doing with the puck on his 
stick. Don Waddell did a fantastic job making this move 
happen. 

Hurricanes Have Hot Starts 

During this 17-game span, the Hurricanes scored 22 goals in 
the first period. A hot start to a game is key, all the better if 
the opposition comes out sleepy, and the ‘Canes can take 
over from the start. Head coach Rod Brind’Amour has done 
an excellent job of making sure his team is ready to go at 
puck drop every game. 
Carolina out-scored their opponent 22-8 in the opening 
frame, meaning not only was the offense ready to play, but 
their defense and goaltending were also ready to face 
whatever came at them. Allowing only eight goals in the first 
period over this stretch is an important part of the team’s 
success. 

What’s Next for Carolina 

The Hurricanes will have an opportunity to get back on a 
streak during the next stretch to continue to cushion their 
lead in the Metropolitan Division standings and keep chasing 
the Boston Bruins for first in the NHL; the Bruins are six 
points ahead with a game in hand, but Carolina is sure to 
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make this a close conversation. Now that the calendar has 
flipped to 2023, it is time to get ready for the playoffs. 

If the Hurricanes can take advantage of their upcoming 
schedule and get another streak going, they will be in great 
shape for Max Pacioretty’s debut, which should be within the 
next ten days or so.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About Last Night: All Good Things Must End 
After 11-straight wins, 17-straight games with a point, 12-
straight road games with a point, the Carolina Hurricanes 
finally lost a game in regulation again. 
 
By Ryan Henkel 
 
Sometimes a team loses. 
After 11 straight wins, a 17-game point streak and a 12-
game road point streak, the Carolina Hurricanes counters 
have all been reset to zero. 
A 5-3 loss at the hands of the New York Rangers in the heart 
of the Canes’ own personal hell – also known as Madison 
Square Garden – saw Carolina suffer its first regulation loss 
since a 4-0 loss to the Arizona Coyotes on November 22. 
It wasn’t a pretty game for the Canes – nor the officials to be 
honest but that hardly mattered in the end – and a poor effort 
in the second half of the game sealed their fate. 
Nearly every goal was of the ugly variety. 
A Brent Burns blueline shot hits a skate, then another skate, 
then a stick, then Shesterkin, who then kicks it in.  
Then Jacob Trouba shoots one from the blueline that hits 
Derek Stepans stick and then Jalen Chatfield’s skate and 
then goes between Pyotr Kochetkov’s five-hole. 
But then immediately the Blueshirts decided not to play 
defense and bang-bang Andrei Svechnikov to Martin Necas 
16 seconds later for the lead again. 
Then in the second period, a bouncing shot from the blueline 
found its way through Kochetkov’s five-hole again. 
And then the Canes scored 29 seconds later as a Chatfield 
shot hit bodies in front and went in past Shesterkin. 

And then Carolina was asleep at the wheel as the Rangers 
scored immediately at the onset of the third period from a 
toss on-net from the blueline, and once again, through the 
five-hole. 
Then finally a tipped shot by a cycling defenseman who 
apparently was playing behind Carolina’s net. 
Oh, yeah, and an empty net goal. 
So despite the special teams having a bad night on the stat 
sheet — 0-for-3 on the power play 2-for-5 on the penalty kill 
— it really wasn’t a bad showing, just really bad luck. 
To be fair, Kochetkov hadn’t started a game in over two 
weeks, dating back to December 20, and there was some 
obvious rust with his game, especially with his five-hole. 
Hopefully he’ll be able to get back into form once he gets into 
a rhythm, because his general awareness and stick were 
good, but he struggled with that five-hole. 
It also didn’t help when the Canes couldn’t roll out all four 
lines because Stefan Noesen left early with a lower-body 
injury and would not return. His absence in turn also hurt the 
power play. 
The Sebastian Aho line wasn’t nearly good enough either. 
Aho hasn’t been as noticeable since returning from injury 
and Jarvis once again seems to be a bit snakebitten in terms 
of scoring, goalless in his last eight games. 
The team needs more from them. They need to be the super 
scoring line that they are supposed to be. They’ll be fine in 
the long run though. 
It sucks that the franchise best runs are now kaput, but hey, 
maybe they’ll start a new best run. 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Carolina Hurricanes Extend Division Lead 
The Carolina Hurricanes streak may have ended, but they 
now have a hold of the division lead. 
By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 56 Points (25-7-6) 

The Carolina Hurricanes' goaltending is getting some 
recognition around the league. Pyotr Kochetkov won Rookie 
of the Month for December and Antti Raanta won the Third 
Star of the Week last week. The two netminders combined 
for four shutouts over the Hurricanes’ winning streak. 
Another piece that has been incredibly important for the 
Canes this year has been Martin Necas. Necas scored his 
17th goal of the season last night which sets a new career 
high for goals just 38 games into the season. This beats out 
his rookie season in 2019-2020 when he scored 16 goals in 
64 games played. 
With Necas’s high-level performance, it's easy to forget the 
discourse around the forward this offseason. He was coming 
off a season where he regressed from the prior season. He 
scored 40 points in 78 games, one fewer than the previous 
season where he scored 41 points in just 53 games. In the 
2021-22 season, he was often demoted to the fourth line. 
This led to a lot of speculation that he could be dealt in the 
offseason, or that he would be unwilling to re-sign with the 
Canes. 
He eventually signed a two-year contract with a $3 million 
cap hit. When the current contract expires he will still be an 
RFA under team control. The previous two seasons and the 
impact of COVID restrictions on players were felt both on 
and off the ice and were specifically tougher on younger 
players who didn’t have families for extra support. It is great 
seeing him back on the ice having a great time and thriving 
both offensively and defensively. 

2. New Jersey Devils: 49 Points (23-11-3) 

Ever since December 6th, the New Jersey Devils have only 
won two games. In that time frame, they have a 2-7-2 record. 
The only team with a worse record in that time frame is the 
Montreal Canadiens. When drilling down into the Devils' 
results, their weakest results have come against the 
Metropolitan Division where they have a 6-5-2 record. In 
comparison, the Canes have a 10-2-0 record against the 
Metro. The Devils were able to thrive early from a schedule 
that focused heavily on home games against Western 
Conference teams.  
It shouldn’t shock Canes fans to know that a player flying 
under the radar has been defenseman Dougie Hamilton. 
Hamilton ranks sixth among defensemen in points and goals 
with 31 and eight respectively. He has points in his last two 
games including an assist against the Carolina Hurricanes 
on Sunday. He has already surpassed his point total from 
last year of 30 and is on pace to have the most productive 
year of his career.  

3. New York Rangers: 48 Points (21-12-6) 

The player that stood out the most in the New York Rangers 
game against the Carolina Hurricanes last night was K’Andre 
Miller. Miller has been constantly progressing in the right 
direction, but his ability to play big minutes last night and find 
the scoresheet ultimately led to the Rangers' win. He 
recorded a goal and an assist to bring his season total to 

three goals and 17 assists. He ranks second on the Rangers 
in scoring for defensemen all on his entry-level contract. 
Miller’s currently paired up with Jacob Trouba which has hurt 
his possession numbers. He overall still has better 
possession numbers and production than Trouba who is 
making over $7 million more than Miller. Miller could easily 
be considered the Rangers' top shutdown defenseman which 
is why they use him with their biggest liability. The Rangers 
still have plenty of years of team control as he will be a 
restricted free agent without arbitration rights at the end of 
the season.  

4. Washington Capitals: 48 Points (21-13-6) 

The Washington Capitals received a bit of a boost last night 
with the return of T.J. Oshie. Oshie had only played in five 
games before last night. After recovering from an injury to 
return on December 9th, he only played through December 
17th before he was re-injured. Oshie failed to find the 
scoresheet in his first game back but did log 15:55 of ice time 
which included a minute on the powerplay. It is good to see 
that the Caps do not need to ease him back in the lineup and 
he can slot right back in.  
Even when the Capitals are fully healthy, one player who will 
not be sent down is Sonny Milano. The Caps took a bit of a 
chance on Milano signing him to a one-way contract worth 
$750k that was unable to be buried in the minors. In 27 
games he has scored six goals and has 18 total points. Two 
of those goals have been game-winning goals. He has done 
this while joining the team mid-season without any kind of 
training camp.  

5. New York Islanders: 46 Points (22-15-2) 

Matthew Barzal scored his 100th career goal on Sunday in a 
4-1 loss to the Seattle Kraken. The game was also Barzal’s 
400th NHL game. He now ranks 12th among the 2015 draft 
class which is headlined by Connor McDavid and his 274 
goals. He is also the second Islander to hit that milestone 
from the 2015 draft class, Anthony Beauvillier scored his 
100th goal on December 23rd against the Florida Panthers.  
The Isles had entered Tuesday tied with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins with 44 points, but sitting outside of a playoff 
position due to tiebreakers. The Isles have been an 
inconsistent 4-4-2 in the 10 games leading up to their 
showdown against the Vancouver Canucks. In this timespan, 
they have gone just 1-30 in their powerplay attempts. Over 
the full season, their power play ranks just 27th with an 
18.4% success rate. The lack of success on the power play 
has made it hard to overcome weaknesses in other areas of 
their game.  

6. Pittsburgh Penguins: 44 Points (19-12-6) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins are now 0-3-2 in their last five 
games. Their long-term outlook looks a little better as they 
are 4-4-2 in their last 10 games. The Penguins' most recent 
loss came on an international stage at the Winter Classic, a 
2-1 loss against the Boston Bruins. Penguins starting 
goaltender Tristan Jarry left the game in the first period with 
some discomfort and was replaced by Casey DeSmith. 
There has been no word on the long-term effects of Jarry’s 
injury. 
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The Penguins were also without defenseman Kris Letang at 
the Winter Classic. Letang left the team earlier in the week 
after the unfortunate news of the passing of his father. 
Letang will be out indefinitely while he returns home to his 
family. The Penguins organization will be supporting him and 
his family with everything they need in their tough times. 

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 35 Points (14-17-7) 

Philadelphia Flyers goaltender, Carter Hart, has yet to return 
to play after being injured in the game against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. During the second period of the game on 
December 23rd, defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen cross-
checked Seth Jarvis into Hart. He left the game after playing 
less than 10:00 after coming in in a relief effort. But in a 
completely counterintuitive manner, the Flyers have gone 3-
0-0 since losing their top goaltender. 
As the season has moved on, the calls for a Flyers rebuild 
have gotten louder and more legitimate. There is a feeling 
now that it could be a legitimate move for the Flyers 
ownership to consider who for the longest time refused the 
idea. In recent weeks there is now the thought that center 
Kevin Hayes could be bought out at the end of the season. 
The centerman has had spats with head coach John 

Tortorella and as crazy as the move sounds, it has gained 
traction. Even Elliotte Friedman discussed the possibility on 
the 32 Thoughts podcast. This is still while Hayes leads the 
Flyers in scoring. 

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 24 Points (11-23-2) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets were able to snap their seven-
game losing streak against the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Saturday. Since that game, they have finally seen some 
good news on the injury front. Patrik Laine re-joined the team 
on Monday after a run-in with COVID and played last night 
against the Senators. This is the third time that he has 
missed time this season. Defenseman Nick Blankenburg 
wasn’t in the lineup Tuesday, but has traveled with the team 
and is expected to return later in the week. They play the 
Washington Capitals on Thursday and the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Saturday, either could see his return. 
Blankenberg will return with Adam Boqvist who returned just 
before the Christmas break. This would mark the first time in 
over a month that the Blue Jackets would have four of the 
defensemen in the lineup that they started the season with. 
The Blue Jackets still have six players on injured reserve.
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes Fall, Bruins Back on Top 

The Carolina Hurricanes couldn't hang on to the top spot in 
the power rankings, so a familiar team returns to the front. 
Who else has risen or fallen? 
By Jason Chen 

Well, that was quick. After blowing three separate one-goal 
leads, the Carolina Hurricanes relinquished the top spot on 
THN’s power rankings after the Rangers halted their 11-
game winning streak.  
It was just Carolina's third loss this season when leading 
after two periods, but it was enough to push them from the 
top after the Boston Bruins went 2-0-1 last week.  
It’s the third time in four weeks the Bruins are No. 1, and no 
other team has come close. The Canes, Devils and Avs are 
the only other teams to have been the top-ranked team more 
than once, and I would barely count the Avalanche since one 
of them was a pre-season ranking based on last season’s 
finish.  
You know what the funniest thing is, though? The Bruins and 
Canes have both been beaten by the Coyotes this season.  
(All fancy stats are 5v5 and courtesy naturalstattrick.com. 
CF% stands for Corsi For Percentage and xGF% represents 
Expected Goals For Percentage.) 
1. Boston Bruins (29-4-4, +57. CF% league rank: 5, xGF% 
league rank: 3) 
Linus Ullmark has to be a shoo-in for the Vezina right now, 
right? Since the league changed the criteria starting in the 
1981-82 season, Ullmark would be the fourth different Bruins 
goalie to win the award, following Pete Peeters, Tim Thomas 
and Tuukka Rask, the most by any team.  
2. Carolina Hurricanes (25-7-6, +22. CF%: 1, xGF%: 1) 
That loss to the Rangers certainly hurt, but there’s no 
denying that their 11-game winning streak was incredible, 
even if a little ugly at times. What’s more incredible? Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi somehow managed to score five points in five 
games.  
3. Tampa Bay Lightning (24-11-1, +27. CF%: 8, xGF%: 4) 
They got a little lucky with a shootout win against the 
Rangers, but this is the mistake-free Lightning again, making 
good on expected wins against the Habs, Yotes and Hawks. 
Victor Hedman led the way with seven helpers over the past 
week, but strangely not many people are talking about how 
he has only one goal so far this season.  
4. Dallas Stars (23-10-6, +32. CF%: 14, xGF%: 16) 
A loss to the Kings was the only blemish, but otherwise, Jake 
Oettinger continues to be fantastic. He’s allowed more than 
two goals just twice in his past 10 games.  
5. Vegas Golden Knights (26-12-2, +21. CF%: 18, xGF%: 8) 
Whenever the Knights start to look like they’re about to lose 
games, which dates back to the conclusion of the expansion 
draft, they do the complete opposite. Even with a banged-up 

blue line they’ve won four of their past six and Michael 
Amadio is on a seven-game point streak.  
6. Winnipeg Jets (24-13-1, +24. CF%: 21, xGF%: 21) 
There was a brief three-game lull but then they swept 
through the rest of western Canada, allowing just five goals 
in three games. Now they’re going to get Cole Perfetti, Blake 
Wheeler and Nikolaj Ehlers back in the lineup soon.  
7. Toronto Maple Leafs (23-8-7, +30. CF%: 12, xGF%: 5) 
Are your knees weak, arms heavy, with vomit on your 
sweater already? That’s because bad goaltending is rearing 
its head again in Toronto, and they’ve lost two of their past 
three with nine goals allowed between Matt Murray and Ilya 
Samsonov in those defeats. Bright side: still better than Jack 
Campbell.  
8. Minnesota Wild (21-13-2, +14. CF%: 15, xGF%: 14) 
A relatively quiet week for the Wild, who have not played 
since Saturday. You could even say it was rather… mild. I’ll 
be here again next week, folks.  
9. New Jersey Devils (23-11-3, +27. CF%: 2, xGF%: 2) 
It would take a monumental collapse for the Devils to miss 
the playoffs but, uh, turning it around now would be kinda 
nice. They’ve lost nine of their past 11 and have not 
committed to either Vitek Vanecek or Mackenzie Blackwood 
to be their starter.  
10. Buffalo Sabres (19-15-2, +21. CF%: 10, xGF%: 23) 
Too high on the rankings, maybe? But the Sabres' offense 
really is something else when Tage “TNT” Thompson is 
blowing out goalies on a nightly basis. They’ve won seven of 
their past eight and seem totally unbothered by an extended 
nine-game break due to inclement weather. I still think this 
team can backdoor their way into a playoff spot, but their 
goaltending has to hold.  
11. New York Islanders (22-15-2, +20. CF%: 22, xGF%: 22) 
They’ve won four of their past five, and Ilya Sorokin has 
allowed just five goals in those wins. Their offense comes 
and goes, but recently, it’s been going. Mathew Barzal is 
having his best season since his rookie campaign, and Brock 
Nelson is having a career season.  
12. New York Rangers (21-12-6, +19. CF%: 13, xGF%: 18) 
Their seven-game winning streak may have been snapped, 
but since last week, they’ve lost to the Lightning in a 
shootout and managed to beat both the Panthers and 
Hurricanes. The key question now for the Rangers regarding 
Alexis Lafreniere: if they were to trade him, what could they 
realistically get?  
13. Washington Capitals (21-13-6, +18. CF%: 1, xGF%: 13) 
Darcy Kuemper has been fine all season, but perhaps they 
should work out some kind of rotation with Charlie Lindgren? 
It’s worth noting that since Dec. 1, which was about when 
Lindgren took over as the starter due to Kuemper’s injury, 
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the Caps are 11-2-3, the fourth-highest points percentage in 
the league.  
14. Los Angeles Kings (22-13-6, -5. CF%: 9, xGF%: 9) 
It’s Pheonix Copley’s town now. He’s 9-1-0 with a Quality 
Starts percentage at 70 percent, much higher than Jonathan 
Quick’s 40.9 percent in 22 starts, according to hockey-
reference.com. They’re still the only team in playoff position 
with a negative goal differential, and they’re still second (?!) 
in the Pacific.  
15. Seattle Kraken (20-12-4, +9. CF%: 7, xGF%: 15) 
That third spot in the Pacific will be a wild race between the 
Kraken and the two Alberta teams because none of them are 
actually that good. The margin for error is razor-thin, but 
what the Kraken have going for them is arguably the most 
balanced scoring in the league.  
16. Pittsburgh Penguins (19-12-6, +11. CF%: 20, xGF%: 10) 
No word on Tristan Jarry’s injury at the Winter Classic – it’s 
just an ill-fated event for the Pens at this point – but they’re 
already two points out of the last wild-card spot, and it’s 
going to be a grind just to make the cut.  
17. Colorado Avalanche (19-14-3, +3. CF%: 6, xGF%: 17) 
The word that Gabriel Landeskog is not close to returning is 
another gut punch, but kudos to Evan Rodrigues and J.T. 
Compher for keeping the boat afloat, and Valeri Nichushkin 
and Josh Manson are close to returning. They’ve lost four 
straight for the second time this season.  
18. Edmonton Oilers (20-17-2, +6. CF%: 17, xGF%: 19) 
It’s pretty brutal the Oilers have strung together consecutive 
wins just four separate times this season, and only once has 
it been more than three games. There’s no consistency, 
recently splitting games with the Kraken, Preds and Wild.  
19. Calgary Flames (18-14-7, +1. CF%: 3, xGF%: 6) 
Crazy to think that, at one point early in the season, the 
Flames looked like a top-tier team. After singing Jonathan 
Huberdeau’s praises for about a week, he’s scored just one 
goal in his past four games. On the bright side, they’ve won 
five of their past eight, and all three losses were by just one 
goal.  
20. Detroit Red Wings (16-12-7, -7. CF%: 28, xGF%: 25) 
The Wings have improved this season, but there’s still a lot 
to figure out. Robby Fabbri, Jakub Vrana and Tyler Bertuzzi 
are all at different stages in their rehab and estimated returns 
to the lineup. It’ll be interesting to see what this team can do 
at full strength, having recently ended their six-game losing 
streak.  
21. Ottawa Senators (18-17-3, even. CF%: 11, xGF%: 12) 
They’ve won four of their past five against pretty tough 
competition – Bruins, Caps, Sabres – moving one game over 
.500 for the first time since late October. It will be tough, but 
they’re part of the group that has a chance to nab a wild-card 
spot. Pierre Dorion was right – they have a team!  
22. St. Louis Blues (18-17-3, -20. CF%: 27, xGF%: 24) 
The silver lining in the injuries to Ryan O’Reilly, whose 
regression has been eye-popping, and Vladimir Tarasenko, 
who had previously asked to be traded, is that it gives the full 
reins to Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas. Their defense 

hasn’t been strong since Alex Pietrangelo left, but perhaps 
we’ll get a glimpse of what the future Blues look like.  
23. Florida Panthers (17-18-4, -5. CF%: 4, xGF%: 7) 
They’re maddeningly inconsistent, winning just four of their 
past 12 games, and neither Spencer Knight nor Sergei 
Bobrovsky can stop pucks. Losses to the Bruins, Devils, 
Isles, Canes and Rangers were a litmus test of their ability, 
and it was a big failure. Some of the losses weren’t even 
close.  
24. Nashville Predators (16-14-6, -10. CF%: 19, xGF%: 20) 
It’s great they beat up the Hawks, Ducks and Habs. Just 
great. Sarcasm aside, this is still a team that’s counting on 
too few players to do the job. They lean on Juuse Saros 
heavily, and a crucial five-game road trip is coming up with 
two back-to-backs. Can they ride Saros for 65-plus games? 
25. Arizona Coyotes (13-18-5, -28. CF%: 31, xGF%: 30) 
The Coyotes at Mullet Arena have been downright fun, 
almost to the point where we’re doing a 180-turn from the 
pre-season jokes. Barrett Hayton also basically just scored 
half of his points this season in just one week. Not a bust yet!  
26. Vancouver Canucks (16-18-3, -18. CF%: 25, xGF%: 26) 
They were booed off the ice in a 6-2 loss to the Isles during 
what may be the toughest stretch of their schedule. Thatcher 
Demko is not close to returning, and this rudderless 
franchise needs to figure out a direction. Time is not on their 
side, and they need to be far more aggressive in deciding 
whether to sell all of their veteran pieces or swap out parts.  
27. Philadelphia Flyers (14-17-7, -23. CF%: 26, xGF%: 28) 
Their three-game winning streak matches the highest total of 
the season, and their goalie has been… Samuel Ersson?! 
It’s not uncommon for teams to play better defensively with 
an inexperienced rookie or backup in net, and with Bobby 
Brink now in the AHL for a conditioning stint, maybe we’ll see 
John Tortorella smile? 
28. San Jose Sharks (12-20-7, -26. CF%: 23, xGF%: 11) 
The six losses in their past eight, the constant 7:30 p.m. local 
time starts and the TV broadcast from such a high angle 
makes their games hard to watch. Okay, the last two are just 
me, but this is a team that’s going into the depths.  
29. Anaheim Ducks (10-24-4, -70. CF%: 30, xGF%: 32) 
At this point, I just want to share duck recipes and “Mighty 
Ducks” quotes with you. 
30. Columbus Blue Jackets (11-23-2, -48. CF%: 29, xGF%: 
27) 
Elvis Merzlikins was unavailable, but they’ve lost eight of 
their past nine, and they just. Cannot. Score. They’ve been 
shut out twice and scored more than one goal just three 
times.  
31. Montreal Canadiens (15-20-3, -41. CF%: 24, xGF%: 29) 
Martin St. Louis said he’s benching Joel Armia because he’s 
lost patience. That’s funny, because you could’ve fooled 
anyone saying Armia was still playing in the league. They’re 
paying him $1 million per assist.  
32. Chicago Blackhawks (8-25-4, -61. CF%: 32, xGF%: 31) 
If we thought the Hawks were bad, imagine how bad they will 
be without Patrick Kane, who left Sunday’s game with a 
lower-body injury.  
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NHL playoff hope tiers: Projections for all 32 teams 

By Greg Wyshynski 
The NHL season is nearing its midpoint, which means teams 
separating out into the hopeful and the hopeless. 

Here are the Stanley Cup Hope Tiers as they are currently 
constituted. The projected points and playoff probabilities are 
through Monday's games and provided by FiveThirtyEight. 
The Stanley Cup champion probabilities are via Money Puck. 
We begin with the highest of hopes: 

Tier 1: True Stanley Cup contenders 
Boston Bruins 

Projected points: 122 
Playoff probability: >99% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 8.2% 
Their hopes get higher if: Can they get much higher? The 
league-leading Bruins feel like they've hit on that rare 
combination of championship-caliber roster, ideal coach and 
unshakable sense of confidence and mission. An all-in push 
for the Cup this season could bring another defenseman to 
bolster the back end -- perhaps the thinnest part of the 
roster, comparatively -- or a swing for the fences for a star 
center or right wing. 
Their hopes get lower if: One of three key players gets 
injured: Patrice Bergeron, Hampus Lindholm or Linus 
Ullmark. Bergeron gives them that sense of purpose. 
Lindholm has been their best defenseman and a primary 
reason they thrived when Charlie McAvoy was out of the 
lineup. Ullmark is in the conversation for the season's top 
goaltender; due respect to Jeremy Swayman, but his crease-
mate makes them a Cup favorite. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Projected points: 115 
Playoff probability: >99% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 13.8% 
Their hopes get higher if: Max Pacioretty finally makes his 
Hurricanes debut in the near future, bolstering an offense 
and a power play that are in the bottom third of the league 
this season. But the reason the Hurricanes acquired the 
winger from the Vegas Golden Knights for pocket lint is so 
Pacioretty could provide those postseason goals that win 
Carolina those tight playoff games they haven't been 
winning, and get them over the hump to a championship 
round again. 
Their hopes get lower if: Their goaltending gets botched. The 
emergence of Pyotr Kochetkov as a rookie sensation has 
been a welcome development, as Frederik Andersen works 
his way back from injury. Speculation is that Antti Raanta, 
who had moments of playoff heroism last season, could be 
traded. Injuries, ineffectiveness and Kochetkov turning back 
into a pumpkin are all back-of-the-mind concerns. One false 
move can turn a blessing of riches into postseason 
bankruptcy. 

Dallas Stars 

Projected points: 107 
Playoff probability: 98% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 4.4% 
Their hopes get higher if: Their depth and goaltending 
remain this good. The Stars' mix of solid veterans and impact 
young players has led them to the top of the Central Division. 
It's allowed them to pepper their depth chart with familiar 
names in unfamiliar roles: Jamie Benn on the third line, Esa 
Lindell on the third defensive pairing. As one NHL insider put 
it: "When you can play Benn and [Tyler] Seguin down the 
lineup, you have depth that cannot be argued with." 
Their hopes get lower if: Their team defense can't improve in 
front of their goaltending. The Stars have a lower actual 
goals-against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 than their expected 
goals-against. That's because they're seventh in team save 
percentage at even strength (.925). We've seen what Jake 
Oettinger can do in the postseason. Not asking him to do it 
for four rounds would be the ideal path to the franchise's first 
Stanley Cup win since 1999. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Projected points: 110 
Playoff probability: 99% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 8.5% 
Their hopes get higher if: They find another strong veteran 
center to go with Auston Matthews and John Tavares. The 
name of currently injured St. Louis star Ryan O'Reilly has 
been mentioned, and that almost makes too much sense: a 
win-at-all-costs two-way center with a Conn Smythe legacy 
who would thrive not having to carry a top scoring line. 
Their hopes get lower if: They're still possessed by those 
"demons in their heads," as coach Paul MacLean so 
eloquently put it a few years ago, when the playoffs arrive. 
The Leafs are their own toughest opponent in the 
postseason. They blew a 3-2 lead to the Lightning last 
season. They're almost assuredly going to see them again 
this postseason. Cue the spooky music. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Projected points: 104 
Playoff probability: 95% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 3% 
Their hopes get higher if: They remain healthy. That's the 
whole ballgame for the Golden Knights. At full strength, 
they're potentially as good as any team in the NHL, 
especially now that coach Bruce Cassidy has improved their 
5-on-5 defensive game. But as we saw in their crestfallen 
limp to the finish line last season, a key injury or three can 
change their fortunes in a hurry. 
Their hopes get lower if: Logan Thompson isn't a postseason 
goalie. The rookie hasn't always been dominant (.915 save 
percentage, 2.61 goals-against average) but has been good 
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enough to win 18 of his 28 decisions. Stanley Cup runs 
require goalies to steal a few games along the way. 
Thompson has played as many playoff games as the Seattle 
Kraken. We're hopeful about him, but we just don't know. 

Tier 2: Playoff locks 
New Jersey Devils 

Projected points: 97 
Playoff probability: 65% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 7.1% 
Their hopes get higher if: Money Puck's probabilities are 
more accurate than FiveThirtyEight's. Not to get into some 
kind of "War of the Nerds" here, but Money Puck has the 
Devils' playoff qualification probability at 95.4%, which 
seems more in line with a team that has a .662 points 
percentage through 37 games. Their recent stumble (2-6-2 in 
the Devils' last 10 games) was disheartening and the air has 
drained from their points cushion, but there's enough still 
going right for New Jersey that the playoffs should remain in 
the offering. 
Their hopes get lower if: The goaltending fails them again. 
The Devils' 5-on-5 save percentage is .919 after 37 games, 
which is pretty great in comparison to recent seasons but 
more than .010 lower than it was about a month ago. If Vitek 
Vanecek can continue to be dependable, if Akira Schmid can 
continue to surprise in spot work and if Mackenzie 
Blackwood can remain above replacement, they should be 
OK. If not ... maybe FiveThirtyEight is on to something. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Projected points: 107 
Playoff probability: 96% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 7.2% 
Their hopes get higher if: They're still the Lightning. Still the 
collection of veterans who rise to the occasion of the 
postseason, having won two Stanley Cups and three 
conference titles in the last three seasons. Still the team that 
has a lineup inefficiency, fills it with someone named "Nick 
Perbix" and suddenly signs this person to cap-friendly, multi-
year contract. Still the team that every other team needs to 
worry about. 
Their hopes get lower if: The supporting cast remains just 
shy of Stanley Cup-worthy. The Lightning are an 
extraordinarily talented team with a few players that can 
rightfully claim to be the best at their respective positions in 
the NHL -- Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. But the slow trickle of role players out of that 
lineup, like Yanni Gourde and Blake Coleman, impacted 
them last postseason. Now Ryan McDonagh's clutch play 
won't be there either. At some point, the dish just tastes 
different when that many essential ingredients are changed. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Projected points: 101 
Playoff probability: 88% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 6.2% 
Their hopes get higher if: The buy-in continues. Rounds of 
applause for coach Rick Bowness, who shut up his 
naysayers -- as I glance forlornly in the mirror -- by making a 
largely unchanged Jets roster better than it was last season. 
He's activated the defense and helped turn Josh Morrissey 
into a Norris Trophy contender. He's forced the players to 

take accountability. But most of all, he's found a way to get 
defensive buy-in from players who previously had refused to 
play much of it. 
Their hopes get lower if: Anything happens to Connor 
Hellebuyck. The Jets goalie has bounced back to Vezina 
Trophy form, not only in effectiveness but in work rate. His 
.928 save percentage was second to Ullmark for goalies that 
have at least 20 appearances. If he's healthy, the Jets are 
contenders. If he's not, they're a team with David Rittich in 
goal. We've seen that movie before, and it's scarier than that 
robot doll in "M3GAN." 

Tier 3: Playoff likely 
Colorado Avalanche 

Projected points: 100 
Playoff probability: 87% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 7% 
Their hopes get higher if: The slow march of reinforcements 
is enough to get the Avalanche back into the playoffs. 
Nathan MacKinnon returned on New Year's Eve. Josh 
Manson and Evan Rodrigues are nearly back. Valeri 
Nichushkin could follow. Gabriel Landeskog and Bowen 
Byram are going to play at some point this season, according 
to coach Jared Bednar. The Presidents' Trophy stopped 
being the goal a while ago. Now it's maintain, scratch, claw 
and get in it to maybe win the Stanley Cup again. 
Their hopes get lower if: They get healthy but can't solve 
their lineup deficiencies. The Avalanche are loaded on the 
blue line. Their goaltending is strong on most nights. But 
their forward depth took a hit in the offseason, in particular 
with the departure of Nazem Kadri as second-line center. 
There are remedies to be found at the trade deadline, 
however -- and a nice player on an expiring contract or two 
could certainly plug those leaks. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Projected points: 95 
Playoff probability: 65% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 3.9% 
Their hopes get higher if: Kevin Fiala plays a complete 
game. After 40 games, the Kings trust that Fiala is the real 
offensive deal after trading a first-rounder and defenseman 
Brock Faber to the Minnesota Wild last summer to acquire 
him. He has 37 points in 40 games ... although his goal-
scoring isn't anywhere near the 1.4 goals per 60 minutes 
he's posted in each of the last four seasons. Of bigger 
concern is that coach Todd McLellan doesn't have total 
confidence in putting one of his best forwards out there in 
pressure situations. As Zach Dooley of L.A. Kings Insider put 
it: "The Kings have to adapt for Fiala, considering his high-
level gifts, and he'll have to continue to adapt to the Kings." 
Their hopes get lower if: Their goaltending doesn't improve. 
The Kings are another team whose expected goals against 
are better than their actual goals against at even strength, 
thanks to goaltending that's played below expectation this 
season. Pheonix Copley has stopped the bleeding, but he's 
temporary stitches on a gaping wound. There's a reason 
both FiveThirtyEight and Money Puck have the Calgary 
Flames with a better probability of making the playoffs than 
the Kings, and it starts in the crease. Yet we're more 
confident in L.A. making the cut than Calgary, despite that 
goaltending situation. 
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Minnesota Wild 

Projected points: 99 
Playoff probability: 85% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 6.5% 
Their hopes get higher if: General manager Bill Guerin finds 
his center. Due respect to Sam Steel, Joel Eriksson Ek and 
Frederick Gaudreau, but the Wild need to find themselves a 
Bo Horvat or some other impact center at the trade deadline 
to truly making noise in the Western Conference this season. 
(Should have been you, Marco Rossi.) 
Their hopes get lower if: The trendline on defense doesn't 
continue to climb. Five of the Wild's best defensive efforts 
this season in expected goals have all come after 
Thanksgiving. 'Twas a time when playing that kind of hard-
checking, gritty game was known as "playing to their identity" 
in Minny. They need to embody that to qualify for the playoffs 
in the West. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Projected points: 98 
Playoff probability: 73% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 1.1% 
Their hopes get higher if: They can close out games better. 
The Penguins were 29th in the league after 37 games in 
closing out opponents when leading after two periods. 
They've had the lead 18 times after two; they've lost two 
games -- including the Winter Classic -- and suffered four 
overtime losses (.667 winning percentage). That puts them in 
the same neighborhood as teams like Vancouver, Arizona 
and Chicago, which is not where a team with Stanley Cup 
aspirations wants to reside. 
Their hopes get lower if: The Penguins remain too top-heavy. 
I went to Pittsburgh's training camp. They had more forwards 
vying for spots in their bottom six than they have men in the 
house on the season premiere of "The Bachelorette." The 
ones they settled on haven't given the Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin lines the support they need. Sid and Geno's 
trios are, again, driving almost all of the offense: Their 
combinations have accounted for 42 of the team's 64 goals 
at 5-on-5. The Pens need better balance to make the 
postseason and make noise in it. 

Washington Capitals 

Projected points: 99 
Playoff probability: 78% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 4.2% 
Their hopes get higher if: They level up when Nicklas 
Backstrom and Tom Wilson finally arrive. Give the Capitals 
credit for contending in the Metropolitan Division with two of 
their key veterans out of action this season. Both Wilson and 
Backstrom are skating and nearing a return to the lineup. 
The Capitals are going to have to perform some cap 
gymnastics to make it happen, but the singular charms of 
Wilson and a healthier Backstrom could make a huge 
impact. One NHL insider said on Backstrom, who had his hip 
resurfaced: "He'll surprise people." 
Their hopes get lower if: Old habits creep back into their 
game. The Capitals' 11-1-1 roll through the end of calendar 
2022 was fueled by a change in their system by coach Peter 
Laviolette. It was much less reliant on trying to outhit 
opponents and an aggressive forecheck, which put too much 
stress on their defense and goaltending, and more emphasis 

on controlling pace of play. The results speak for 
themselves. Continued commitment to this, and a team 
many thought could miss the playoffs will make a ninth 
straight appearance. 

Tier 4: On the bubble 
Calgary Flames 

Projected points: 95 
Playoff probability: 69% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 8% 
Their hopes get higher if: Andrew Mangiapane relocates his 
scoring touch. The Flames saw 43 goals leave last summer 
in the form of Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk, but 
they still had some players on their roster who could pop the 
puck in the net. One of them was Mangiapane, who had 35 
goals and an 18.9% shooting rate last season. Uh-oh. This 
season, he had seven goals in his first 38 games and 
dropped 10 percentage points in shooting. His four-season 
average prior to this was a 16.7% shooting rate, so his 
numbers should jump; hopefully, for the Flames' offensive 
sake, they do. 
Their hopes get lower if: GM Brad Treliving's hasty fix wasn't 
good enough. He did his best to keep a contender 
contending, but a projected 16-point drop in the standings is 
indicative of the Flames' overall dip in efficiency. Maybe 
there's still chemistry to be found and sparks to fly. Or maybe 
this is just a team that can't match last season's offense, 
doesn't defend as well, either, and falls short of the playoffs. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Projected points: 96 
Playoff probability: 75% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 2.5% 
Their hopes get higher if: They actually didn't make a titanic 
blunder with Jack Campbell. I asked one NHL executive 
which current playoff team they believed would be on the 
outside looking in at season's end. They said, without 
hesitation, the Edmonton Oilers, because of their defense 
and, in particular, their goaltending. That starts with 
Campbell, the free-agent signee who was supposed to 
solidify their goaltending and has done anything but. He has 
been as bad (minus-15.6 goals saved above average) as 
Stuart Skinner has been good (16.6 goals saved above 
average). 
Their hopes get lower if: It's actually more the defense than 
the goaltending. The Oilers aren't exactly the Zdeno 
Chara/Patrice Bergeron-led Bruins when it comes to 
defensive prowess. We know this: They're a team that is 
flirting with the bottom third of the league in 5-on-5 
defending. The question is whether they can be more than 
that. Can Brett Kulak have a strong second half? Can GM 
Ken Holland find another veteran D-man to solidify the back 
end? And perhaps more importantly: Do the Oilers' top 
offensive stars have maybe a little more to give on the 
defensive end (and is Jay Woodcroft the coach to get that 
out of them)? 

New York Islanders 

Projected points: 95 
Playoff probability: 55% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 1.1% 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 5, 2023 

 

Their hopes get higher if: They locate a functioning power 
play. The Islanders were 27th in the NHL on the man 
advantage through 38 games (18.4%), including a recent 1 
for 30 streak over a 10-game span. Injuries have played a 
part in that -- getting a healthy Kyle Palmieri back could help, 
for example -- but the Isles' offense could use that extra bit of 
scoring a power play should provide. 
Their hopes get lower if: First-year coach Lane Lambert's 
squad is defined by its inconsistency. There are games 
against elite opponents in which New York matches their 
levels. There also are games against the dregs of the NHL 
during which New York unfortunately matches their levels. 
There was that recent stretch when the Isles gave up one 
goal or less in four of five games. There was that other 
stretch when they gave up four goals or more in four of five 
games. Please pick a lane, and make sure it's the one 
headed to the playoffs. 

New York Rangers 

Projected points: 99 
Playoff probability: 75% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 0.9% 
Their hopes get higher if: The Kakko-ssance is real. Kaapo 
Kakko's career with the Rangers seemed like it was in doubt 
when he was a healthy scratch for their playoff elimination at 
the hands of the Tampa Bay Lightning. Instead, this regular 
season saw Alexis Lafreniere get scratched, while Kakko 
was elevated to a line with Mika Zibanejad. The Rangers 
have waited for the 21-year-old to find an offensive groove. 
It's very early, but Kakko has clicked well in a bigger role, 
and that could be huge for New York. 
Their hopes get lower if: The Gerard Gallant naysayers are 
right. The Rangers coach has gone from the guy who helped 
lead them to the Eastern Conference finals in his first year 
with the franchise to the guy whose every button push has 
been criticized by some fans. Is he an average coach whose 
fortunes were inflated by an all-world season by Igor 
Shesterkin? Or is Gallant the coach to lead the Rangers to 
Stanley Cup contention? It might not matter if team owner 
James Dolan needs a scapegoat one day ... 

Seattle Kraken 

Projected points: 92 
Playoff probability: 53% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 3.5% 
Their hopes get higher if: They continue to produce 
offensively like they are now. The Kraken were a solid 
defensive team in their inaugural season, ranking fourth in 
the NHL in expected goals per 60 minutes. But their offense 
couldn't keep pace, with 2.60 goals per game. One 
campaign and a few key offseason additions later and the 
Kraken are averaging 3.46 goals through their first 35 
games. Finally, fireworks worthy of a team co-owned by 
Jerry Bruckheimer. 
Their hopes get lower if: The goaltending continues to 
subvert everything they do. The defense is great ... and yet 
the Kraken are 18th in goals against per game. Thanks to 
Martin Jones, it's not nearly as bad as last season's "one 
step forward, three stumbles back" because of bad 
goaltending, but it's still not great. And they don't need great. 
They need adequate, as one NHL executive told ESPN 

recently: "If they [get the goaltending] and injuries don't hurt 
them, I don't see how they are not a playoff team." 

Tier 5: A new hope 
Buffalo Sabres 

Projected points: 89 
Playoff probability: 24% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 0.5% 
Their hopes get higher if: They can play any semblance of 
playoff-caliber defense. Thanks to the Tage Thompson 
Show, the Sabres can score with anyone this season. It's 
stopping their opponents that has been the issue. 
Goaltending has been a problem -- the Sabres have the 
18th-ranked save percentage in the NHL this season -- but 
so has shot suppression and the penalty kill (Buffalo is 25th 
in both). 
Their hopes get lower if: Thompson hits a scoring slump. 
Granted, this feels impossible at the moment, with the 
season's breakout star not having gone more than two 
games without a point this season. Heck, since Oct. 29, 
Thompson hasn't gone more than two games without a goal. 
As he showed against Washington on Tuesday night, he can 
win games on his own. If he hits a prolonged funk, the 
Sabres' hopes are toast. But when he's going goal-for-goal 
with Alex Ovechkin, the chances of that are slim. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Projected points: 85 
Playoff probability: 11% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 0.1% 
Their hopes get higher if: Moritz Seider has a strong second 
half after a rough start to Year 2 in his first 35 games. He 
averaged 0.9 points per 60 minutes, well off his mark from 
last season, when he won the Calder Trophy. That Detroit 
has been this good while arguably their best player in 2021-
22 has one point in his past 14 games is nothing short of 
remarkable. 
Their hopes get lower if: Their starts don't improve. Detroit 
has been outscored 39-25 in the first period this season. In 
35 games, they've had the lead only six times after the 
opening 20 minutes -- the same number of times as the 
Chicago Blackhawks, a team that was designed in a lab to 
be terrible this season. 

Ottawa Senators 

Projected points: 83 
Playoff probability: 7% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 0.6% 
Their hopes get higher if: They slather some offense on their 
roll. The Senators are 8-3-1 in their past 12 games, the 10th-
best points percentage since Dec. 10. They've compiled the 
record despite averaging 1.48 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-
5, which is 29th during that stretch, thanks to a dismal 
shooting percentage of 5.2%. Their goaltending has been 
good. They're finding ways to pick up wins and points. But 
they need more consistent scoring to rally for a playoff spot. 
Their hopes get lower if: The hole they've dug is too deep. 
Many pundits had the Senators as a playoff team after their 
shopping spree in the summer. But they're a good distance 
from the final wild-card spot with teams ahead of them 
having games in hand. That 2-10-1 stretch in November 
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needs a reciprocation in the second half if they're going to 
make the cut. 

Tier 6: In trouble 
Florida Panthers 

Projected points: 87 
Playoff probability: 16% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 0.6% 
Their hopes get higher if: They conjure up last year's chaos 
energy. One NHL analyst we spoke with held out hope that 
the Panthers could be a Stanley Cup contender, even if 
they've fallen well short of their points pace from last season. 
"They'd need a big turn in the second half but have the 
pieces," the analyst said. Part of that turn would be to 
resemble last season's Cats. The team that never met a lead 
it couldn't take ... and then give up ... but ultimately regain. 
Simply put, it's a team that needs to relocate its swagger, 
which isn't something you normally associate with a Matthew 
Tkachuk team. 
Their hopes get lower if: They're just this season's anomaly. 
Evolving Hockey looked at the numbers and can't figure out 
why the Panthers aren't better -- while noting how many fans 
have their own theory: new coach Paul Maurice. It was 
plausible that after the offseason's upheaval, a step back this 
season before a leap forward could happen. But a step back 
into the lottery without a first-round pick would be an 
embarrassment for Florida. 

Nashville Predators 

Projected points: 87 
Playoff probability: 25% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 0.4% 
Their hopes get higher if: Some of those one-goal games go 
their way. Through Dec. 31, the Predators have played 18 
one-goal games. They won nine of them. They lost two of 
them in regulation. They lost six more in overtime or a 
shootout. Pick up a few more points in the close games, and 
it could make a dent in the standings. But that would require 
scoring some goals. 
Their hopes get lower if: Their offense craters again. The 
good news for the Predators is that their moribund 
goalscoring has seen a recent uptick, as Nashville has 
scored three or more goals in five of its past seven games. 
But for the season, their goals for per game is still deep in 
the bottom third of the league. That's a recipe for losing close 
games and squandering good goaltending from Juuse Saros. 

St. Louis Blues 

Projected points: 89 
Playoff probability: 37% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 0.2% 
Their hopes get higher if: They can stay within striking 
distance with Vladimir Tarasenko and Ryan O'Reilly out of 

the lineup. No, it's not going to be easy, considering those 
two players were important parts of their top two scoring 
lines. But it's not like the Blues haven't uncorked a stunning 
second half before under coach Craig Berube ... although 
O'Reilly played a slightly more important role in the previous 
one that led to their Stanley Cup win. 
Their hopes get lower if: GM Doug Armstrong signals that it's 
retool time for this group. He has never shied away from 
making that call for a team he didn't feel could contend, and 
given the distance between the Blues and the 3-seed in the 
Central, this might be one of those seasons. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Projected points: 86 
Playoff probability: 20% 
Stanley Cup win probability: 0.1% 
Their hopes get higher if: Everyone but Vegas fades in the 
Pacific. None of these teams are juggernauts. Vancouver 
hasn't exactly shown an ability to put together a massive 
winning streak -- the Canucks' longest this season is three 
games -- but even if they did, they'd need their rivals to stop 
collecting points like they were Pokémon. 
Their hopes get lower if: They remain the messiest franchise 
in the NHL. If it's not the team president shading his own 
coach, it's J.T. Miller creating controversies and inspiring 
headlines like "J.T. Miller's lack of self-awareness casts 
doubt on his ability to fix flaws in his game." Drama makes 
for a nice sideshow during a lost season, but it's not a virtue 
found on a lot of second-half-surge playoff qualifiers. 

Tier 7: Maximizing their Connor Bedard chances 

Anaheim Ducks 
Arizona Coyotes 
Chicago Blackhawks 
Columbus Blue Jackets 
Montreal Canadiens 
Philadelphia Flyers 
San Jose Sharks 

Congratulations are in order for these seven teams that have 
drained nearly all the hope for this season in order to create 
some for the future. 
Incredibly, the team with the highest percentage chance of 
making the playoffs from this collection of franchises are the 
Coyotes at 5%, according to FiveThirtyEight -- no doubt 
factoring in the "Mullett Magic" yet to come in the second half 
of the season. The Flyers are also a team that could leave 
this grouping, since John Tortorella seems like the last coach 
who would oversee a half-hearted second-half swoon for 
lottery odds. 
To the team that lands Connor Bedard: Your stay in this tier 
will be brief but meaningful. See you next tier, er, year ... 
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Hurricanes ‘never really got going’ as 11-game win streak ends 
NEW YORK -- Artemi Panarin, K'Andre Miller and Filip Chytil 
scored third-period goals as the New York Rangers rallied to 
defeat the Carolina Hurricanes 5-3 on Tuesday night, 
snapping their 11-game winning streak. 
Jacob Trouba and Mika Zibanejad also scored for the 
Rangers, who are 10-2-1 in their last 13 games. Igor 
Shesterkin made 20 saves in the first meeting between the 
teams since New York eliminated Carolina in seven games 
during a second-round playoff series last May. 
The Hurricanes had points in 17 straight and hadn't lost in 
regulation since Nov. 23. 
"This one feels good," Rangers forward Vincent Trocheck 
said. "That's a team that's been really hot lately. They won 
11 in a row, a divisional team. So, to get a win against these 
guys, it means a lot for our club." 
Carolina led 3-2 entering the third before Panarin tied it with 
his 11th goal 36 seconds into the period. Miller put New York 
ahead 4-3 with a deflection at 10:27, beating Carolina 
netminder Pyotr Kochetkov for the defenseman's third of the 
season, assisted by Zibanejad and Kaapo Kakko. 
"A couple of weird goals tonight against us," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "But we weren't really good in the 
third. It's a tough game. I like how we started but there was 
just some weird kind of things that went on and we never 
really got going." 
Panarin's goal was assisted by defensemen Ryan Lindgren 
and Adam Fox, who has at least one point in 26 of New 
York's 39 games this season. 
Chytil's goal came on an empty net at 18:57, during a power 
play that the Hurricanes coach didn't agree with. 
"I didn't know what's a penalty tonight. It was a tough night 
that way," Brind'Amour said. "But at the end of the day, we 
had power plays too, and we were no-go with it. They were 
the better team." 

Hurricanes defenseman Jalen Chatfield put Carolina ahead 
3-2 at 17:14 of the second. 
The Hurricanes were 15-0-2 in their past 17 games. Their 
previous loss in regulation was 4-0 at home to Arizona just 
before Thanksgiving. Their most recent defeat was 4-3 in 
overtime at Anaheim on Dec. 6. 
Carolina scored first when defenseman Brent Burns put the 
puck past Shesterkin off a scrum in front at 7:24 of the 
opening period. The goal was the fifth this season for the 37-
year-old Burns, in his first season with the Hurricanes after 
11 with San Jose. Paul Stastny and Jaccob Slavin assisted. 
The Rangers tied it on the power play when Trouba scored 
his third at 16:26 of the first. 
Carolina answered right back when Martin Necas fired a shot 
past Shesterkin just 16 seconds later. The goal was the 17th 
this season for Necas. Stastny and Andrei Svechnikov 
assisted. Necas has a point in six straight games. 
Zibanejad scored his team-leading 19th goal at 16:45 of the 
second on the power play, but Chatfield put Carolina back 
ahead 29 seconds later. Zibanejad has points in 13 of his 
past 17 games. 
Shesterkin wasn't at his best, but was able to regroup in the 
third, after a conversation with his coach. 
"Shesty got the message after the second period," Rangers 
coach Gerard Gallant said. "It was frustrating to give them 
those two goals -- both times we tied it up, they scored. 
You've got to be better than that, and we had chances to get 
the puck over the blue line and we didn't do it." 
Carolina was coming off a 5-4 shootout win at New Jersey 
on Sunday, when the Hurricanes tied a franchise record with 
points in 12 consecutive road games. With the loss, 
Brind'Amour remained one win shy of 200. 
The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Back to work after record streak ends, Carolina Hurricanes still have 
more to offer 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

It had to end sometime, and it ended the way it always does, with bad 
goals and weird penalties and the deep echo of bad memories — in this 
case, the increasingly dark shadow of Madison Square Garden. 

The Carolina Hurricanes went five and a half weeks without losing, won 
11 in a row and the crazy thing about it (other than that they failed to gain 
any significant ground on the Boston Bruins) is they still haven’t 
scratched their presumed ceiling. 

For six weeks, the Hurricanes kept piling up wins and points without their 
No. 1 goaltender, without a reliable power play, with key players 
sporadically injured and without Max Pacioretty, whose long-awaited 
debut appears all but imminent. 

Which suggests, as high as they flew in December, their best days may 
still yet lie ahead as they went back to work Wednesday with a long 
practice at Wake Competition Center ahead of Thursday’s home game 
against the Nashville Predators. 

Pacioretty can potentially slot into the lineup and start finishing some of 
the chances the Hurricanes excel at creating. It’s been a long wait and 
recovery for the winger who tore his Achilles shortly after arriving over 
the summer, but the end is at hand. 

“We’re close,” Pacioretty said. “You can see in practice I’m skating with a 
line, playing on the power play, with no restrictions in terms of contact — 
maybe some guys ease up on me because they don’t want to give me 
any contact — but it’s close. We’ll take it day by day right now.” 

Meanwhile, the solid combined play of Antti Raanta and Pyotr Kotchetkov 
not only backstopped the streak but has allowed Frederik Andersen the 
luxury of a month of practices to fine-tune his return. Andersen will be 
back at some point — sooner than later, presumably — and in theory 
gives the Hurricanes the best chance to win the Stanley Cup, if fully 
healthy. 

As for the power play, maybe Pacioretty can help with that? Because 
given the assembled skill and track record of this group, there’s no 
excuse for a bottom-tier power play. (The penalty-kill, usually such a 
strength, remains in the middle of the pack, but without any real cause for 
alarm.) Special teams were such an issue in the postseason last time 
around, you’d like to see some momentum develop at some point. 

“All of it, all of our game, can be better,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We’ve had stints here and there at things, but I would 
expect that. You’re always working on something. We definitely know the 
special teams have to be better, because you saw last night, you can get 
crazy calls. You can be playing the best game and then boom, boom, 
boom, there’s three penalties that were not penalties.” 

Nevertheless, when you’re doing things that haven’t been done since that 
season — December was the Hurricanes’ best month since January 
2006 — you’re doing something right. It’s a little crazy now to look back 
to mid-November and all the hand-wringing over the Hurricanes’ failure to 
dominate the opposition out of the gate. 

Even now, they’re not exactly dominating all the time, but they’re doing 
what good teams do: Finding ways to win, at their best and at less than 
that. Until Tuesday night’s loss at the New York Rangers, at least, and 
even that wasn’t out of reach until things got weird late. 

There’s certainly a duality here. The Hurricanes are where they’re 
supposed to be in the standings, thanks to this latest run of results, but 
they’re still not the team they are capable of being, not quite. The former 
is the only thing that matters right now. The latter is the only thing that will 
matter in the end. 

So there’s no reason why that loss has to be anything but a footnote. 
There’s still so much potential for growth here. Another six-week streak 
would bring the Hurricanes to the gates of Carter-Finley Stadium next 
month. They’ve shown they’re as good as anyone. Now they have to 
show just how good they can be. 
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Devils surge on road again, beat Red Wings 5-1 | 3 takeaways 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky  

 

Believe it or not, the Devils’ 5-1 stomping of the Red Wings on 
Wednesday actually started off relatively slow. 

The Devils were out-chanced, 38-30, and out-shot after the first two 
periods and even lost the overall expected goals edge (3.23-to-2.26). But 
New Jersey’s strong power play and final 40 minute boom – which was 
charged by Dougie Hamilton, Nico Hischier and a trio of other forwards 
(Jack Hughes, Michael McLeod and Alexander Holtz) – gifted them their 
51st point and 24th victory of the season. The Devils hold a 24-11-3 
record, which is the second best in the Metropolitan Division. 

They face the Blues on Thursday at Prudential Center, which presents a 
difficult back-to-back challenge for coach Lindy Ruff’s squad. The Devils 
have a 5-3-1 record in back-to-back games this season (2-2-1 in Game 
1, 2-0-0 in Game 2). 

Here are three takeaways from the Devils’ 5-1 win over the Red Wings: 

Happy birthday, captain 

Have a birthday, Nico! 

The Devils’ captain turned 24 on Wednesday and netted two points – an 
assist on Hamilton’s power play goal, then a man-advantage goal of his 
own – in the second period vs. the Red Wings, which helped break the 
monotonous game out of its sluggish stride. 
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Hischier lifted his season total to 36 points (17 goals and 19 assists) in 
37 games played in the 2022-23 season. The Devils have an outstanding 
20-3-3 record when Hischier records a point this season. 

If Hischier keeps up his pace (78.81 point pace), he’ll finish the regular 
season with a career high in points, assists (39.41) and in goals (37.21 
goal pace). 

Power play surge 

For the first time in weeks, the Devils’ power play looked like a legitimate 
threat against an opposing team. 

The Devils entered the night ranked 24th in power play percentage (only 
capitalizing on 19.1% of opportunities), but notched two man-advantage 
goals, three shots on goal and five attempts against Detroit. 

Road house 

The Devils look more comfortable on the road than they do in their own 
home. 

After Wednesday’s win, New Jersey is now 14-2-1 on the road this 
season, which is the second most in the NHL (behind the Vegas Golden 
Knights, who have 15 away-game victories). On Jan. 4 last season, the 
Devils owned a 5-9-2 record on the road. What a difference one year can 
have. 
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Will Devils prospect Luke Hughes play in NHL this season? ‘I would bet 
my mortgage on that,’ his college coach says 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky  

 

It took him a few seconds, but Michigan ice hockey coach Brandon 
Naurato came up with the perfect word to describe Devils prospect Luke 
Hughes’ style of play. 

“He’s a unicorn,” Naurato told NJ Advance Media in his office on 
Tuesday. 

Naurato, Michigan’s interim head coach who has helped develop all three 
Hughes brothers, said Devils fans should be ecstatic if Hughes joins the 
NHL roster in the 2022-23 season. By this point, as Naurato admits, 
Hughes moving to New Jersey in the coming months is inevitable. 

“I would bet my mortgage on that,” Naurato said. “He could have signed 
last year, I think he had a plan to come for two years. We don’t talk about 
it because I expect him to. I think he’s ready to go.” 

But what would this look like? Is Hughes, 19, ready to make the NHL 
jump at such a young age? According to Naurato, Hughes’ glimpses of 
potential would overshadow any “learning adjustments.” 

“It comes to so many variables, but can he play in the NHL? I think he 
can play in the NHL for sure … Look at Cole Caufield coming in, what he 
did in college, he was ultra dominant. It takes time to figure it out, but 
there will be areas where you watch Luke Game 1 and you’re like, ‘oh my 
gosh, look at this guy play.’ 

“Somewhere in New Jersey, there will be a learning adjustment. But he’s 
a smart kid and he’ll figure it out. The one thing about Luke is he’s 
extremely confident in what he does and he’s going to do what he does.” 

Hughes, the Devils’ fourth overall pick in the 2021 NHL Entry Draft, is 
currently the captain for Team USA at the 2023 World Juniors 
Championship and has four points (three goals and one assist) in four 
games played. He has an excellent frame – 6-foot-2, 190 lbs, according 

to his player bio on Michigan’s website – and boasts a lethal combination 
of speed and skill to leave opponents clueless. 

When discussing Hughes’ NHL ceiling, Naurato immediately brought up 
some of the NHL’s best defensemen. 

“He’s special in how he skates, what he’s doing for USA right now and I 
think his best hockey – as good as he is and as dominant as he is right 
now – will probably come when he’s 22, 23 years old,” Naurato said. “He 
should be doing what guys like Cale Makar and Quinn (Hughes) are 
doing.” 

For now, Hughes will finish out the 2022-23 NCAA season, which 
concludes on April 8, 2023, with the National Championship in Tampa, 
Florida. Michigan is ranked No. 7 and Hughes has 18 points in 20 
games. His league projections are high, but many Devils front office 
members and players – his brother, Jack, especially – can’t wait for the 
talented defenseman’s call up. 

“Everybody in New Jersey has a lot of big expectations for Luke,” Jack 
said on the 32 Thoughts Podcast in September. “We’ve got him and 
(Simon) Nemec now, so I think people are pretty certain on who our one-
two are going to be for the next bunch of years. So I think we are in good 
hands with those two.” 

Star Ledger LOADED: 01.05.2023 

1208783 New Jersey Devils 

 

Vitek Vanecek shuts down Red Wings for another Devils win 

 

DETROIT — Vitek Vanecek made 32 saves and blanked Detroit for 58 
minutes as the New Jersey Devils downed the Red Wings 5-1 on 
Wednesday night. 

Dougie Hamilton, Nico Hischier, Alexander Holtz and Jack Hughes each 
had a goal and an assist. Michael McLeod also scored for New Jersey. 

The Devils, who are 14-2-1 on the road, won the season series 2-1. 

“V’s been outstanding all year,” said Miles Wood, who had two assists. 
“His game has been so consistent throughout the year. Real unfortunate 
we let up that goal at the end there because we all knew how bad he 
wanted that shutout. But he’s been outstanding all year and he’s the 
backbone of this team.” 

Devils coach Lindy Ruff felt the defense was solid, despite Detroit’s shot 
total. 

“He made the saves he needed to make,” Ruff said. “I didn’t think we 
gave up real high quality. I think we kept most of the stuff to the perimeter 
but again, he looked comfortable making the saves he needed to make.” 

Lucas Raymond scored on a late power play to prevent a shutout. Red 
Wings goalie Villo Husso stopped 21 shots. 

“I thought we had a chance to win the game the way we played 5-on-5, 
but the wheels fell off in the third,” Detroit captain Dylan Larkin said. 

Red Wings forward Robby Fabbri made his season debut. He tore the 
ACL in his right knee in March. 

“I liked Fab’s game,” coach Derek Lalonde said. “He created some 
offense with his line, he set up Sunny (Oskar Sundqvist) all alone in the 
slot and our goal came off a turnover he created. We haven’t done much 
of that this year.” 

Just five seconds after Detroit’s Ben Chiarot was sent to the penalty box 
for tripping, Hamilton broke a scoreless deadlock midway through the 
second period on a slap shot. Hughes and Hischier were credited with 
assists. 
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The second New Jersey goal later in the period was nearly a carbon 
copy. With Jake Walman in the penalty box for tripping, Hamilton took a 
shot from the point that Hischier redirected past Husso. 

New Jersey ranked 24th on the power play entering the game. 

“Our power play stepped up big,” Wood said. “I feel like it’s been a 
power-play game as of late, in terms of how many times we’ve been on 
the power play and PK, so it was nice to see that we scored two times 
there.” 

The Devils made it 3-0 two minutes into the third. Husso stopped Wood’s 
shot on a 2-on-1, but the Detroit goaltender couldn’t recover in time when 
Holtz pounced on the rebound and passed the puck to McLeod. 

Two seconds after the Red Wings killed off another tripping penalty, 
Holtz flicked a shot from the slot over Husso’s shoulder. 

McLeod, playing in his 200th game, and Holtz skated on the fourth line. 

“It’s great to chip in and other guys to chip in like that,” McLeod said. 
“We’re getting it all the time from our top guys and obviously, we want to 
help them out.” 
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Devils vs. Red Wings prediction: New Jersey in no position to squander 
points 

 

The New Jersey Devils have won just twice in their last 11 games. Still, 
they came away with three out of a possible four points from a pivotal 
stretch over the weekend to stabilize themselves a bit. 

New Jersey’s 2-7-2 rough patch has put them seven points behind 
Carolina in the NHL‘s Metropolitan Division and has allowed the chasing 
pack to put some pressure on the Devils from behind.  

All of a sudden, the Devils are in no position to squander points. They’re 
a -150 road favorite in Detroit on Wednesday at 7 p.m. ET; you can 
watch on TNT. 

Devils vs. Red Wings prediction 

It is looking increasingly likely that the Atlantic Division will only send 
three teams to the playoffs in 2022-23, but don’t count out the Red Wings 
just yet. Detroit is five points behind Pittsburgh for the last wild card spot, 
but the Wings have a pair of games in hand on the Pens.  

Just being around the playoff hunt is a big accomplishment for the Red 
Wings, but they do seem to be in a bit of danger of falling out of the 
picture entirely. Five points isn’t an insurmountable gap by any means, 
but Detroit will need to improve its level of play to realistically have a shot 
of sticking around the mix.  

The Red Wings are just 5-6-2 with a -9 goal differential since the 
beginning of December, and their statistical portfolio is just as pedestrian. 
Detroit ranks 29th in shot attempt rate, expected goals rate, and high-
danger scoring chance percentage since Dec. 1.  

The Devils, meanwhile, have been one of the best 5-on-5 teams all 
season, and that hasn’t changed all that much, despite their recent losing 
streak. Although not putting up the lofty numbers they did in the first two 
months of the season, New Jersey ranks fifth in shot attempt share, ninth 
in expected goals rate, and eighth in high-danger scoring chance 
percentage since the beginning of December.  

What is concerning for the Devils, however, is the inconsistent play in 
between the pipes. Only four teams have a worse 5-on-5 save 
percentage than New Jersey since Dec. 1, and neither Vitek Vanecek nor 
Mackenzie Blackwood are in good form at the moment. 

The good news is that New Jersey likely won’t need its goalie to stand on 
its head in this contest. Detroit’s play has been poor all over the ice 
recently, but the biggest concern has to be the team’s defensive form at 
the moment. The Wings are allowing 2.98 expected goals and 14.2 high-
danger scoring chances per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 over its last 13 games.   

Even as a road favorite, the Devils are the value side on Wednesday 
night. 

Devils vs. Red Wings pick 

Devils -1.5 (+165, FanDuel) 
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NHL99: Bryan Trottier’s lifelong passion for music is a window into his 
success 

 

Corey Masisak  

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

When a group of core players win back-to-back championships like the 
Pittsburgh Penguins did in 1991 and 1992, it forges a bond for life. 

So naturally, Kevin Stevens was enjoying the day at one of the many 
alumni events at which he’s been a guest of honor over the years. At this 
particular event, there was a golf outing and then a banquet dinner. 
Stevens, a unique character on a team that helped evolve a sports-
obsessed city into one of America’s great hockey towns, had been to 
enough of these things to know all the beats in the rhythm of the day; 
proud memories and funny stories are abundant when the players from 
one of the most talented teams in NHL history get together. But what 
happened next surprised him. 

“Someone came over and said, ‘Hey, ‘Trots’ is going to sing,’” Stevens 
recalled. “I was like, ‘Sing?’ I didn’t have any idea that he could do that. I 
had no clue. He was really good.” 

“Trots” is Bryan Trottier, who is one of the best two-way centers to ever 
play in the NHL and perhaps the most accomplished Indigenous athlete 
in his country’s history. Trottier checks in at No. 28 on The Athletic’s list 
of the 100 best NHL players in the modern era. 

Part of Trottier’s legacy is the championships and the statistics. Part of it 
is how his No. 19 inspired Steve Yzerman and others in the next 
generation of stars to don the same number, after Trottier chose it in part 
because Paul Henderson wore it in the 1972 Summit Series. 

But parallel to his storybook journey from the family ranch in 
southwestern Saskatchewan to being the No. 1 center on one of sports’ 
greatest dynasties and a seven-time Stanley Cup champion, Trottier has 
also pursued a lifelong passion for music that dates to his childhood as a 
bass player for the family band. 

“It’s not really a talent. It’s more of a love, with a little bit of talent,” Trottier 
said. “It’s a hobby, something I really enjoy. Music is going to be a part of 
my life for as long as I breathe.” 

Trottier started late in organized hockey by modern standards, learning to 
skate on a frozen creek next to his family’s property at age 6 and joining 
an organized team when he was 8. But he quickly climbed from Swift 
Current star in the WHL to instant individual success with the New York 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 5, 2023 

 

Islanders as the NHL’s rookie of the year in 1976 and the leading scorer 
and league MVP in 1979. 

The turn of the decade began with the birth of the Islanders’ dynasty — 
four consecutive Stanley Cup championships and 19 straight playoff 
series wins, the latter a feat that may never be matched again in North 
American pro sports. Trottier did it all for the Islanders, scoring goals, 
setting them up and preventing them with his excellence in all three 
zones. He won the Conn Smythe Trophy in 1980 after the club’s first title, 
and finished in the top five of the Hart Trophy voting for regular-season 
MVP five times. 

During his playing days, his passion for music did not wane but he did try 
to keep it from being part of his narrative in the public eye. 

“I didn’t want it to be a distraction. I didn’t want it to be, ‘Oh, is Bryan 
going to have a music career?’ No. I enjoy music. It is a love affair, and a 
big one in our family,” Trottier said. “If I had to rely on music skills to pay 
my bills, I’d be a long way away from here. But I really enjoy it. I’m just an 
OK singer. I’m just an OK guitar strummer. But people really enjoy it 
when I do it.” 

Eldon “Buzz” Trottier was the ringleader of the family band. A proud 
Métis-Cree man, Buzz Trottier taught his son the basics that began a 
legendary hockey career, but the values he ingrained and the passion for 
music he passed on were just as significant. 

Bryan Trottier loved hockey and embraced the hard work he was going to 
need as a player. He didn’t have all of the physical gifts of someone like 
Béliveau or Mario Lemieux, his future teammate for two championships 
in Pittsburgh. 

He wasn’t particularly tall or heavy, but when he wasn’t strumming a 
guitar as a kid, the chores he completed around the ranch crafted both 
physical strength and mental toughness that belied the height and weight 
listed on the back of his hockey cards. 

Trottier taught himself how to play guitar as a kid. He taught himself 
chords, then songs, mostly what his father called “Grasslands Country,” 
the type of country music that people who lived on a ranch that today is 
part of Grasslands National Park would typically consume. 

His love for that corner of the genre remains today. When Trottier plays, 
it’s often something from country legends like Johnny Cash, Willie 
Nelson, Merle Haggard or Buck Owens. As Stevens can attest, Trottier 
didn’t talk a lot about his musical ability or show it off in front of his 
teammates very often. Once he retired from the NHL, Trottier coached, 
and that led to a seventh championship as an assistant with the Colorado 
Avalanche in 2001. 

“I was too focused on hockey,” Trottier said. “When I was growing up with 
the family band, we played every weekend, but it was a way to make 
money. Dad kept all the money, but it was a way to help support the 
family, to pay bills and that kind of stuff. Looking back on it, that’s really 
my dad’s legacy is music. He got us all involved in music, and that stays 
in your bones.” 

Eventually, Trottier began traveling around to play in NHLPA alumni 
games and at fantasy camps or to speak at various engagements. His 
guitar came with him, and his love for music became an integral part of 
his third act in hockey. 

Trottier has played during the Hockey Day in Canada festivities. He’s 
played at the Hockey Hall of Fame about a half dozen times, a place 
where he was enshrined as a member in 1997. 

“Tiger Williams and Steve Shutt talked me into doing it with the old-
timers,” Trottier said. “That became kind of a fun little side thing. I’d go 
out to center ice and sing a Johnny Cash song or a Willie Nelson song. 
People loved it. I did it in my hockey gear. They just see a different side 
of me.” 

Drew Remenda is a Saskatoon, Sask., native who is six years younger 
than Trottier. He grew up watching the people in his province embrace 

the Islanders because Trottier, Clark Gillies and Bob Bourne all hailed 
from there. 

He also hosts a radio show back home while living in San Jose and 
working as a TV/radio analyst for the Sharks. Remenda met Trottier while 
he was an assistant coach with the Sharks in the early 1990s. He got to 
know Trottier on a deeper level later on. 

“Kelly Chase, a Saskatchewan guy, used to have an NHL fantasy camp, 
and Bryan would come to it,” Remenda said. “We had lots of NHL guys 
from Saskatoon and Saskatchewan. These people would come to 
fantasy camp and get to play with Bryan Trottier on their team. So we’d 
have a big dinner and that’s when Bryan would break out the guitar. I had 
no idea — no idea — that Bryan could do that, until the first time at 
fantasy camp. All of a sudden Bryan breaks out a guitar and you’re like, 
‘Holy crap, he is really good.’” 

Trottier had the ability to connect with everyone in a locker room. He was 
a natural fit next to Gillies and Mike Bossy on the Trio Grande line, one of 
the greatest in the league’s history. He became close friends with players 
of all different backgrounds and personality types. For example, he was 
the first NHL mentor for an 18-year-old from Czechoslovakia who arrived 
in Pittsburgh with a mullet as robust as his potential. Trottier helped 
Jaromir Jagr adjust to the NHL and North America, both on and off the 
ice, in the early stages of another one of the great careers in hockey 
history. 

“Some people forget, but Jags had a tough first year,” Penguins radio 
analyst and former teammate Phil Bourque said. “He was homesick. He 
didn’t speak the language. And he was getting crushed trying to go to the 
middle of the ice, things he probably did in the Czech league as a youth 
like just beating four players. There were times where he got hit so hard, 
and we’d be like, ‘Geez, is he even going to get up from that one?’ But 
Jags was a student of the game. He knew about Bryan Trottier, and he 
respected Trots. He was just like a magnet to a piece of metal. They 
were just drawn to each other.” 

Jagr played next to Trottier. They roomed together on the road until the 
Penguins traded for Jan Hrdina, another Czech player who also helped 
Jagr find comfort in his surroundings. Seeds for Trottier’s future in 
coaching and player development were planted while he helped Jagr 
figure out how the NHL game worked, and a generational talent 
blossomed. 

“Just special — he was special from the moment I walked into the room 
and he was sitting there watching MTV and trying to learn English,” 
Trottier said. “We just built an immediate trust. He always called me ‘Big 
Bryan.’ I don’t know why. He’s so much taller than me. But he was 
fantastic. He would listen and pay attention. He would get frustrated a lot, 
but I learned how to say ‘patience’ in (Czech) pretty quickly. That was a 
word that he really seemed to understand.” 

Trottier’s ability to tell stories and connect with people has served him 
well in his post-playing and coaching days. He has always been proud of 
his heritage, and often spoke with groups of Indigenous kids while he 
was playing. 

He’s gotten more involved with Indigenous communities across Canada 
during his retirement. He has witnessed racism and stereotypical 
prejudice that Indigenous people have experienced. Trottier rarely shied 
from physical altercations throughout his hockey career, and a few of 
them started because of something said in his direction that he took 
offense to. He heard stories about the racism that his father and 
grandparents dealt with. 

When Trottier speaks at an event for the Indigenous community, 
sometimes he tells hockey stories. But he also speaks about alcohol, and 
how his father struggled with it at times. He also speaks about mental 
health, as someone who was diagnosed with clinical depression after his 
playing career ended and has not shied away from discussing it with an 
eye to helping others. 
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At one of those events, someone approached him and said, “Do you 
realize you are the most accomplished Indigenous athlete in the world?” 
and then rattled off all of his achievements. 

Trottier thanked him and then asked if he could borrow that line. 

“We’ve had him on our radio show in Saskatchewan a bunch of times,” 
Remenda said. “He’s really embraced his roots and taken a keen, 
passionate interest in Indigenous people in Saskatchewan and across 
Canada. We’re trying to do better, and he’s a big part of it.” 

Eventually, all of his time telling stories led to a logical conclusion. After 
lots of people approached him and asked when he was going to write a 
book, Trottier conceded that was a good idea, so he sat down and 
worked up an outline. He found a publisher that was enthused about the 
project, and author Stephen Brunt was brought in to help him write it. The 
book is part memoir, part thank you letter to everyone he’s crossed paths 
with. 

It also includes a foreword from Canadian author Jesse Thistle, himself 
of Métis-Cree heritage, that tells the story of Trottier’s ancestors being 
one of the most famous Métis-Cree bison-hunting clans. Thistle posits 
that because his family was able to secure its own land and keep it 
despite colonization in the late 19th century, Trottier’s extraordinary life is 
an example of Indigenous success away from the thumb of systematic 
oppression. 

It also includes heartfelt essays from Tiger Williams, one of Trottier’s 
dearest friends, and from Trottier’s oldest daughter, Lindsy Charlie 
Ruthven, who talked about her father, who left school in 10th grade to 
focus on a hockey career but then taught himself calculus while working 
as an assistant coach in Buffalo so he could help his youngest son, 
Christian, with his homework. 

“There’s so many people that have influenced me in a positive way,” 
Trottier said. “Hopefully this book will influence the next generation of 
athletes on choices and opportunities and an appreciation of a foundation 
of leaning on people and family, teammates, all that fun stuff. I got to 
thank a lot of people and it was really fun sharing my story. Everybody 
has a different path, obviously, but similar in a sense that there’s no 
shortcuts and a lot of hard work.” 

Trottier writes his own songs as well. He put together an eight-song CD 
as a tribute to his father when Buzz died in 1995. He wrote a song about 
the family cat, and a few others that his grandchildren love to hear. He 
has designs on producing another album in the future. 

His most meaningful original work to date was a song that he wrote and 
then performed at the wedding of his youngest daughter, Tayler. It 
combined his love for family, telling stories and music — the three things 
that have defined one of hockey’s greatest humans, who is also 
considered one of the sport’s greatest players. 

“My future son-in-law came to town and asked for my daughter’s hand in 
marriage, which was really kind of an honorable thing to do in this day 
and age,” Trottier said. “I said to myself, this kid is really an honorable 
kid. So we’re sitting on the deck when they were visiting, and my 
daughter came out with her cup of coffee. I just realized in that moment, 
she wasn’t mine anymore. She’s in love with this guy and she’ll always 
be my daughter, but she has a new favorite guy now. 

“I was watching them and all these memories were going through my 
mind from when she was a baby to a little girl to a teenager to this 
beautiful young girl. So I started to write down some words, and played 
around with them for a few months and dang it if a nice little song didn’t 
start to appear. I started singing it, and then I sang it for my other kids. 
They said, ‘Dad, that’s a really good song. You have to play it at the 
wedding.’ There definitely wasn’t a dry eye in the crowd. I think it would 
have been a pretty special moment for any parent.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.05.2023 

1208846 Websites 

 

World Juniors 2023 semifinals takeaways: Canada beats U.S. to 
advance to final 

 

Scott Wheeler, Corey Pronman  

 

The World Junior Championships have been fantastic from start to finish 
and the semifinals did not disappoint Wednesday. Here’s what you need 
to know: 

The U.S. overwhelmed Canada early, but the Canadians fought back on 
the backs of their draft-eligible stars Connor Bedard, Adam Fantilli, and 
re-entry draft-eligible goaltender Thomas Milic. 

Latvia won the second game of the relegation round to remain in next 
year’s tournament. Austria will be relegated for 2024, with the Division 
1A-champion Norwegians replacing them. 

The Czechs scored in the closing seconds of the first semi of the day to 
force overtime against the Swedes, setting the stage for Sabres prospect 
Jiri Kulich to score another big goal — and a rematch with the Canadians 
after their Boxing Day upset. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Blue Jackets’ David Jiricek’s excellent tournament 

The Czechs have gotten the best out of a lot of their players. Undrafted 
goaltender Tomas Suchanek. Defensemen David Spacek (Wild) and 
Stansislav Svozil (Blue Jackets). The line of Jakub Brabenec (Golden 
Knights), Jaroslav Chmelar (Rangers) and Gabriel Sztruc (2023 
overager). And obviously Kulich. 

But they don’t get to the gold medal game without a huge performance 
from their best player, David Jiricek, and he delivered again against 
Sweden, pounding that shot with just 38 seconds left to tie the game. He 
can do it all at this level. — Wheeler 

Wasn’t just the Bedard show for Canada 

Bedard’s first-period goal kickstarted the Canadian comeback, but he 
actually didn’t play a ton as Canada killed a pair of penalties in the 
second and then tried to hang onto the lead in the third. Against Slovakia, 
they were rolling him over the boards every other shift. On Wednesday, 
they leaned heavily on their talked-about — and to this point not 
particularly productive — bottom-six. Nathan Gaucher (Ducks) and Zack 
Ostapchuk (Senators) were asked to do a lot defensively and got after it 
on the forecheck. 

Owen Beck (Canadiens) took Reid Schaefer’s (Oilers) spot on the fourth 
line and provided energy and physicality. Caedan Bankier (Wild) was 
effective. Joshua Roy (Canadiens) was terrific. And Brandt Clarke 
(Kings) rose to the moment to score a huge goal from the backend, on 
top of the huge nights by Fantilli (2023) and Milic. They’re going to need 
all of those guys to replicate their performances against the Czechs 
tomorrow. — Wheeler 

Milic steals the semifinal show 

In an uncertain goaltending duel between 17-year-old Trey Augustine 
and the undrafted Milic, Milic stole the show. He made a number of high-
difficulty saves and constantly frustrated the USA’s attack, which was 
arguably more dangerous than Canada throughout the game. Canada 
needed saves to win this tournament, and they seemed to have found 
the guy who can make those stops. I’m uncertain if he’s an NHL draft 
pick, but there’s no doubt he’s an excellent junior goaltender. — 
Pronman 

Fantilli steps up in important spot 

Fantilli, a projected top-3 pick in the 2023 NHL Draft, has played well in 
moments in this tournament, but has been frustrated too and seen his 
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role diminish. He had his best game in a big moment. He got one huge 
goal and assist, and seemed to be making things happen when he was 
out there for the 11 minutes of ice time he got. — Pronman 

Required reading 

How Canada beat USA 6-2 to advance to the World Juniors gold medal 
game 

World juniors 2023: From the top prospects to must-watch games, what 
you need to know 

(Photo: Minas Panagiotakis / Getty) 
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How Canada beat USA 6-2 to advance to the World Juniors gold medal 
game 

 

Canada advances to face Czechia in the gold-medal game, Thursday 
night. The United States will play Sweden for bronze. 

Canada's offense was fueled by Joshua Roy, Connor Bedard and Logan 
Stankoven. Roy led the way with two goals and two assists, while 
Bedard, Stankoven, Adam Fantilli, Brandt Clarke all added a goal and an 
assist. 

Earlier, Czechia defeated Sweden 2-1 to advance to the gold medal 
game. 

USA: 

Luke Hughes (NJD) 

Jimmy Snuggerud (STL) 

Logan Cooley (ARZ) 

Canada: 

Joshua Roy (Canadiens) 

Connor Bedard (2023) 

Logan Stankoven (Stars) 

Canada's top line with the clean sweep. And well-deserved. 

Great moment here for Thomas Milic, who got a roar from the crowd 
when he was announced as player of the game for Canada. 

Thomas Milic was the difference, stopping 43 of 45 shots including a 
diving stop from behind his own net to advance Canada to the final. It 
was a fun, back-and-forth game. You could even argue the U.S. had the 
more dangerous chances, but Canada got a few more saves. The 6-2 
scoreline isn't indicative of how close this game was. Sad to see an ultra-
talented American team bow out, but on the bright side we all get to 
watch Connor Bedard in the Gold Medal Game. 

The storyline for USA coming in was concerns about their defense and 
goaltending. In the end they couldn't get big saves from a 17 year old and 
their smaller blue line that lacked mobility was exposed. It was a 
predictable ending. 

Brandt Clarke. Canada has a three-goal lead. Talked earlier about him 
not shying away from this stage, and he comes up big. Canada is hardly 
playing Bedard as they try to hold this lead, and their depth guys have 
come up big. Now their defence has too. 

Fantilli has saved his best game for one of the most important moments. 
The 2023 draft eligible has been flying out there. 

Thomas Milic has topped the 30-save mark before the second 
intermission. He's stealing this game right now. 

Owen Beck (Canadiens) only played two shifts in the quarterfinal after 
getting the late call to fill-in for the injured Colton Dach, but he has taken 
Reid Schaefer's spot on the fourth-line in this game and has played a 
regular shift. 

That fourth line of Fantilli - Bankier - Beck has played with a lot of jump 
for Canada 

Canada's goaltender Thomas Milic has been their best player so far. He 
will need to keep it up because there will be plenty more USA chances 
coming. 

For the record, Trey Augustine was also interfered with on that goal. 

Only difference is it was his own teammate, as the sliding U.S. 
defenseman crashed into his own netminder as Roy roofed his shot. 

There has been a lot of talk about Bedard and Stankoven in this 
tournament, and deservedly so, but Joshua Roy (Canadiens) has played 
well on that line, been great tonight, and just scored a massive one for 
Canada. 4-2. 

I'm a little surprised they'd take that goal off the board, but Blake's skates 
were in the blue ice and it did prevent Milic from getting his pad across. 

Oh my. Three unanswered for Canada. And there's Adam Fantilli, getting 
that big moment. Good for him. He has been great since moving down to 
the fourth line. 

What a blocker save by Thomas Milic to stone Chaz Lucius on the 
breakaway. He was patient, let Lucius make the first move, then 
projected his blocker in front of him to take the angle away. He was huge 
during that entire penalty kill for the Canadians. 

With four goals and 33 combined shots on goal already in the first 22 
minutes, this game has lived up to its hype early. Here's hoping they 
keep this pace for the final 38 minutes. 

Canada nearly almost took its first lead there. Top 2023 NHL Draft 
prospect Adam Fantilli, who is due for a big moment given his talent and 
pedigree, rips one off the post. 

The last couple of minutes have been unbelievable. A monster penalty 
kill shift from Joshua Roy (Canadiens). A big block from Brandt Clarke 
(Kings). Some big stops from Thomas Milic. Back and forth at both ends. 

Ducks prospect Olen Zellweger played 9:40 in that first period for 
Canada, more than two minutes more than anyone on Team USA. An 
indication of the depth imbalance on each of these teams’ blue lines. 
Rand Pecknold and this American coaching staff have six guys they feel 
comfortable with right now on D. Canada can’t say the same. 
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New York Rangers sign Jimmy Vesey to 2-year extension 

 

The Athletic Staff, Arthur Staple  

 

The New York Rangers signed forward Jimmy Vesey to a two-year 
extension, they announced Wednesday. Here’s what you need to know: 

The contract carries an $800,000 average annual value, a team source 
told The Athletic, and will run through the 2024-25 season. 

Vesey has six goals and six assists for 12 points in 38 games this 
season. 
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Backstory 

Vesey, 29, signed with the Rangers as a free agent out of training camp 
on Oct. 9, 2022. A third-round draft pick (No. 66) by the Nashville 
Predators in 2012, Vesey spent three seasons with the Rangers (2016-
2019) before suiting up for the Buffalo Sabres, Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Vancouver Canucks, New Jersey Devils and, finally, signing with the 
Rangers. In 460 career NHL regular-season games, the veteran forward 
has amassed 78 goals and 147 points. 

Why now? 

Vesey came to Rangers camp on a tryout, a long way from the heralded 
college free agent who chose the Rangers after a league-wide courtship 
six years ago and spent three seasons as a top-six forward who never 
quite panned out. Vesey is 29 now and has made himself into a bottom-
six/penalty-kill forward who shows flashes of offensive talent. The 
Rangers have had trouble identifying and keeping players with that skill 
set, so locking up Vesey at near the league minimum helps solidify the 
lower rungs of the Rangers’ forward depth chart. — Staple 

Expectations for Vesey 

Probably not much more than what Vesey has provided so far this 
season. He’s on a 13-goal/26-point pace, he’s played on every line and 
he’s fourth in penalty-kill ice time among Rangers forwards, averaging 
1:29 of PK time a night. The Rangers are a team of high-end skill players 
— very young players who haven’t reached their potential and a handful 
of pluggers who don’t always plug every night. Vesey brings consistency. 
It takes all kinds to be a winning team, so even if Vesey doesn’t score 
much, he’s doing enough other stuff to allow the scorers to do what they 
do. — Staple 

Required Reading 

What we’re hearing about the Rangers two months from the trade 
deadline 

NHL Player Cards: New York Rangers 
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Can Connor Bedard reach Crosby, McDavid or Matthews status? 
Analyzing his NHL potential 

 

Shayna Goldman  

 

Connor Bedard’s lighting up the World Junior Championship for Team 
Canada with 21 points in five games. There’s only so much one can draw 
from five games and one tournament, but in Bedard’s case, his play is 
just confirming what the last few years of his career have shown: He has 
the potential to be a force in the NHL. That’s why he’s projected to go No. 
1 in the 2023 draft. 

The question is how impactful he can be in his first NHL season, and 
where he’ll stack up to some of the other greats in recent years — the 
players who were highly anticipated No. 1 picks and made an instant 
impact in the NHL.  

Let’s take a closer look.  

There are a few ways to project the potential impact a player like Bedard 
can bring to the NHL by the numbers. One way is to explore others 
following a similar path to the center — getting drafted to the NHL from 
the WHL. That’s where quite a few players developed, including first-
round picks.  

The challenge is finding a legitimate match for Bedard who has scored at 
a rate of 1.83 points per game with the Regina Pats. No other WHL 

skater has come close to that in the modern era. The highest scoring rate 
among WHL forwards who were selected in Round 1 of the NHL since 
2007-08 belongs to Sven Bärtschi, who certainly didn’t create a path for 
Bedard to follow. Neither did Brayden Schenn, who scored at a rate of 
1.4 points per game in the WHL. 

The likes of Mathew Barzal and Leon Draisaitl are closer in caliber to 
what Bedard’s expected to grow into. But neither one was an immediate 
impact player at the NHL level, either. Barzal stayed with the Seattle 
Thunderbirds for two more seasons, while Draisaitl split time between 
leagues in his first season. A team may be betting on Bedard to hit his 
stride sooner, though, because players who are drafted No. 1 have both 
a high ceiling and a quicker path to hitting that impact status.  

Using NHL equivalency (NHLe) with his WHL scoring thanks to The 
Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn, we can project him tallying 72 points in his 
draft-plus-one year at the NHL level. A more consistent curve could be 
ahead for Bedard, versus say Draisaitl, who took a few years to hit his 
peak. 

But this is only one way to look at the center’s potential, and a flawed one 
at that. NHLe isn’t perfect, nor is boxing ourselves into just looking at 
WHLers.  

That’s why it’s more fitting to break out past Bedard’s background and 
look to the future — a future that may include a No. 1 selection at the 
draft.  

Players drafted first vary in background, skill set, and actual trajectory. 
Some struggle, like Jack Hughes did in his rookie year before hitting 
superstar status. Alexis Lafrenière, drafted a year later, has yet to hit his 
stride both because of his individual play and opportunity in New York.  

But other No. 1 picks have set the bar high. Auston Matthews. Nathan 
MacKinnon. The generational tier of Connor McDavid and, just before the 
modern era and its expansion of data, Sidney Crosby. That’s the star 
potential every tanking team is hoping for from Bedard, and it’s possible 
he can bring that level.  

That projected 72-point rookie season would put him behind Crosby’s 
huge 102-point season and McDavid’s pace (48 points in 45 games) but 
in line with Matthews (69 points) and MacKinnon (63). And his scoring 
over the next six years would stack up to some of the best No. 1 picks 
the league’s seen over the last two decades. The challenge, of course, in 
measuring raw point totals is that some players pictured below suffered 
shortened seasons, whether it was injury related or because of 
shutdowns from lockouts and COVID-19.  

Points only tell so much of the story, too. So, it helps to look at a more 
all-encompassing number that also happens to feature scoring details, 
with Game Score Value Added.  

Somewhere in between the initial strugglers and immediate impacts is 
the reality of what a No. 1 pick brings to the table. Across their first seven 
draft-plus seasons, Luszczyszyn found that a player drafted first should 
be expected to bring almost 18 wins to a lineup. That number slowly 
trends down in the early stages of the draft, before plummeting for later 
picks.  

Viz by Luszczyszyn  

Bedard, using Luszczyszyn’s projection, is expected to be worth 22.6 
wins over his first seven draft-plus seasons. That’s more than any other 
forward picked first, besides McDavid (30.9) and Matthews, who is in the 
midst of that seventh year and is expected to finish with a collective value 
of 28.0. Data limitations stop us from measuring Crosby’s first seven 
seasons, but between draft-plus-three and seven years, the generational 
center was worth 18 wins.  

The projection of Team Canada’s budding star is also ahead of the 
seven-year average of all pivots drafted first since 2007. The average 
value Steven Stamkos, John Tavares, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, MacKinnon 
and McDavid brought over their first seven draft-plus years was 19.3 
wins. Expanding to include Matthews, with a projected per-82 game 
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GSVA while he’s playing in his seventh season, bumps the average up to 
20.7. Add in Nico Hischier and Jack Hughes, neither of whom have are at 
the seven-year mark, and the average dips slightly to 18.1 wins. 

Comparing Bedard’s projected trajectory to other WHLers picked in the 
first round and actual No. 1 picks — including the elite and generational 
through recent years — obviously paints an incredibly encouraging 
picture.  

Can he actually match that? Not just becoming NHL-caliber or top-six 
worthy, but reaching game-changer status? 

That’s always the question, since it’s never truly known how a player will 
adjust to the NHL. Sometimes teams can try to predict it by studying 
skaters with similar characteristics or backgrounds. Plus there’s the 
context of the team they’re joining — a team that wins the No. 1 pick 
generally isn’t very strong and may not have a perfect support system. 
And there are coaching considerations. Not every bench boss will expose 
a player to top-six minutes off the bat; some prefer to shelter their top 
prospects for some time.  

If Bedard were to land in San Jose, will David Quinn have learned 
anything from his experience with Lafrenière in New York? Will the 
forward have more support on both ends of the ice than Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins did in Edmonton? 

Until the worst team wins and picks Bedard early in the 2023 draft, it’s 
not clear how exactly he’ll perform at this level. But based on his career 
to this point — even, with a grain of salt, his current dominant streak for 
Team Canada — there’s legitimate reason to believe he’s going to 
become an impact player at the NHL, and quickly. From there, it’s a 
matter of seeing what level he can reach.  

Will he maintain that elite status among tougher competition, where he’s 
no longer the star of his surroundings? Can his numbers match up to that 
of the generational centers that came before him in the modern era? 

That’s what each tanking team is betting on, and his current run at the 
world juniors is only proving why so many teams hope he’s their next 
franchise player.  

Data via Evolving-Hockey, NaturalStatTrick, EliteProspects and Dom 
Luszczyszyn. This story relies on shot-based metrics; here is a primer on 
these numbers. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff hope tiers - Projections for all 32 teams 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The NHL season is nearing its midpoint, which means teams separating 
out into the hopeful and the hopeless. 

Here are the Stanley Cup Hope Tiers as they are currently constituted. 
The projected points and playoff probabilities are through Monday's 
games and provided by FiveThirtyEight. The Stanley Cup champion 
probabilities are via Money Puck. 

We begin with the highest of hopes: 

Tier 1: True Stanley Cup contenders 

Boston Bruins 

Projected points: 122 

Playoff probability: >99% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 8.2% 

Their hopes get higher if: Can they get much higher? The league-leading 
Bruins feel like they've hit on that rare combination of championship-
caliber roster, ideal coach and unshakable sense of confidence and 
mission. An all-in push for the Cup this season could bring another 
defenseman to bolster the back end -- perhaps the thinnest part of the 
roster, comparatively -- or a swing for the fences for a star center or right 
wing. 

Their hopes get lower if: One of three key players gets injured: Patrice 
Bergeron, Hampus Lindholm or Linus Ullmark. Bergeron gives them that 
sense of purpose. Lindholm has been their best defenseman and a 
primary reason they thrived when Charlie McAvoy was out of the lineup. 
Ullmark is in the conversation for the season's top goaltender; due 
respect to Jeremy Swayman, but his crease-mate makes them a Cup 
favorite. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Projected points: 115 

Playoff probability: >99% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 13.8% 

Their hopes get higher if: Max Pacioretty finally makes his Hurricanes 
debut in the near future, bolstering an offense and a power play that are 
in the bottom third of the league this season. But the reason the 
Hurricanes acquired the winger from the Vegas Golden Knights for 
pocket lint is so Pacioretty could provide those postseason goals that win 
Carolina those tight playoff games they haven't been winning, and get 
them over the hump to a championship round again. 

Their hopes get lower if: Their goaltending gets botched. The emergence 
of Pyotr Kochetkov as a rookie sensation has been a welcome 
development, as Frederik Andersen works his way back from injury. 
Speculation is that Antti Raanta, who had moments of playoff heroism 
last season, could be traded. Injuries, ineffectiveness and Kochetkov 
turning back into a pumpkin are all back-of-the-mind concerns. One false 
move can turn a blessing of riches into postseason bankruptcy. 

Dallas Stars 

Projected points: 107 

Playoff probability: 98% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 4.4% 

Their hopes get higher if: Their depth and goaltending remain this good. 
The Stars' mix of solid veterans and impact young players has led them 
to the top of the Central Division. It's allowed them to pepper their depth 
chart with familiar names in unfamiliar roles: Jamie Benn on the third line, 
Esa Lindell on the third defensive pairing. As one NHL insider put it: 
"When you can play Benn and [Tyler] Seguin down the lineup, you have 
depth that cannot be argued with." 

Their hopes get lower if: Their team defense can't improve in front of their 
goaltending. The Stars have a lower actual goals-against per 60 minutes 
at 5-on-5 than their expected goals-against. That's because they're 
seventh in team save percentage at even strength (.925). We've seen 
what Jake Oettinger can do in the postseason. Not asking him to do it for 
four rounds would be the ideal path to the franchise's first Stanley Cup 
win since 1999. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Projected points: 110 

Playoff probability: 99% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 8.5% 

Their hopes get higher if: They find another strong veteran center to go 
with Auston Matthews and John Tavares. The name of currently injured 
St. Louis star Ryan O'Reilly has been mentioned, and that almost makes 
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too much sense: a win-at-all-costs two-way center with a Conn Smythe 
legacy who would thrive not having to carry a top scoring line. 

Their hopes get lower if: They're still possessed by those "demons in 
their heads," as coach Paul MacLean so eloquently put it a few years 
ago, when the playoffs arrive. The Leafs are their own toughest opponent 
in the postseason. They blew a 3-2 lead to the Lightning last season. 
They're almost assuredly going to see them again this postseason. Cue 
the spooky music. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Projected points: 104 

Playoff probability: 95% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 3% 

Their hopes get higher if: They remain healthy. That's the whole 
ballgame for the Golden Knights. At full strength, they're potentially as 
good as any team in the NHL, especially now that coach Bruce Cassidy 
has improved their 5-on-5 defensive game. But as we saw in their 
crestfallen limp to the finish line last season, a key injury or three can 
change their fortunes in a hurry. 

Their hopes get lower if: Logan Thompson isn't a postseason goalie. The 
rookie hasn't always been dominant (.915 save percentage, 2.61 goals-
against average) but has been good enough to win 18 of his 28 
decisions. Stanley Cup runs require goalies to steal a few games along 
the way. Thompson has played as many playoff games as the Seattle 
Kraken. We're hopeful about him, but we just don't know. 

Tier 2: Playoff locks 

New Jersey Devils 

Projected points: 97 

Playoff probability: 65% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 7.1% 

Their hopes get higher if: Money Puck's probabilities are more accurate 
than FiveThirtyEight's. Not to get into some kind of "War of the Nerds" 
here, but Money Puck has the Devils' playoff qualification probability at 
95.4%, which seems more in line with a team that has a .662 points 
percentage through 37 games. Their recent stumble (2-6-2 in the Devils' 
last 10 games) was disheartening and the air has drained from their 
points cushion, but there's enough still going right for New Jersey that the 
playoffs should remain in the offering. 

Their hopes get lower if: The goaltending fails them again. The Devils' 5-
on-5 save percentage is .919 after 37 games, which is pretty great in 
comparison to recent seasons but more than .010 lower than it was 
about a month ago. If Vitek Vanecek can continue to be dependable, if 
Akira Schmid can continue to surprise in spot work and if Mackenzie 
Blackwood can remain above replacement, they should be OK. If not ... 
maybe FiveThirtyEight is on to something. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Projected points: 107 

Playoff probability: 96% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 7.2% 

Their hopes get higher if: They're still the Lightning. Still the collection of 
veterans who rise to the occasion of the postseason, having won two 
Stanley Cups and three conference titles in the last three seasons. Still 
the team that has a lineup inefficiency, fills it with someone named "Nick 
Perbix" and suddenly signs this person to cap-friendly, multi-year 
contract. Still the team that every other team needs to worry about. 

Their hopes get lower if: The supporting cast remains just shy of Stanley 
Cup-worthy. The Lightning are an extraordinarily talented team with a few 
players that can rightfully claim to be the best at their respective positions 

in the NHL -- Nikita Kucherov, Victor Hedman and Andrei Vasilevskiy. 
But the slow trickle of role players out of that lineup, like Yanni Gourde 
and Blake Coleman, impacted them last postseason. Now Ryan 
McDonagh's clutch play won't be there either. At some point, the dish just 
tastes different when that many essential ingredients are changed. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Projected points: 101 

Playoff probability: 88% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 6.2% 

Their hopes get higher if: The buy-in continues. Rounds of applause for 
coach Rick Bowness, who shut up his naysayers -- as I glance forlornly 
in the mirror -- by making a largely unchanged Jets roster better than it 
was last season. He's activated the defense and helped turn Josh 
Morrissey into a Norris Trophy contender. He's forced the players to take 
accountability. But most of all, he's found a way to get defensive buy-in 
from players who previously had refused to play much of it. 

Their hopes get lower if: Anything happens to Connor Hellebuyck. The 
Jets goalie has bounced back to Vezina Trophy form, not only in 
effectiveness but in work rate. His .928 save percentage was second to 
Ullmark for goalies that have at least 20 appearances. If he's healthy, the 
Jets are contenders. If he's not, they're a team with David Rittich in goal. 
We've seen that movie before, and it's scarier than that robot doll in 
"M3GAN." 

Tier 3: Playoff likely 

Colorado Avalanche 

Projected points: 100 

Playoff probability: 87% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 7% 

Their hopes get higher if: The slow march of reinforcements is enough to 
get the Avalanche back into the playoffs. Nathan MacKinnon returned on 
New Year's Eve. Josh Manson and Evan Rodrigues are nearly back. 
Valeri Nichushkin could follow. Gabriel Landeskog and Bowen Byram are 
going to play at some point this season, according to coach Jared 
Bednar. The Presidents' Trophy stopped being the goal a while ago. Now 
it's maintain, scratch, claw and get in it to maybe win the Stanley Cup 
again. 

Their hopes get lower if: They get healthy but can't solve their lineup 
deficiencies. The Avalanche are loaded on the blue line. Their 
goaltending is strong on most nights. But their forward depth took a hit in 
the offseason, in particular with the departure of Nazem Kadri as second-
line center. There are remedies to be found at the trade deadline, 
however -- and a nice player on an expiring contract or two could 
certainly plug those leaks. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Projected points: 95 

Playoff probability: 65% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 3.9% 

Their hopes get higher if: Kevin Fiala plays a complete game. After 40 
games, the Kings trust that Fiala is the real offensive deal after trading a 
first-rounder and defenseman Brock Faber to the Minnesota Wild last 
summer to acquire him. He has 37 points in 40 games ... although his 
goal-scoring isn't anywhere near the 1.4 goals per 60 minutes he's 
posted in each of the last four seasons. Of bigger concern is that coach 
Todd McLellan doesn't have total confidence in putting one of his best 
forwards out there in pressure situations. As Zach Dooley of L.A. Kings 
Insider put it: "The Kings have to adapt for Fiala, considering his high-
level gifts, and he'll have to continue to adapt to the Kings." 
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Their hopes get lower if: Their goaltending doesn't improve. The Kings 
are another team whose expected goals against are better than their 
actual goals against at even strength, thanks to goaltending that's played 
below expectation this season. Pheonix Copley has stopped the 
bleeding, but he's temporary stitches on a gaping wound. There's a 
reason both FiveThirtyEight and Money Puck have the Calgary Flames 
with a better probability of making the playoffs than the Kings, and it 
starts in the crease. Yet we're more confident in L.A. making the cut than 
Calgary, despite that goaltending situation. 

Minnesota Wild 

Projected points: 99 

Playoff probability: 85% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 6.5% 

Their hopes get higher if: General manager Bill Guerin finds his center. 
Due respect to Sam Steel, Joel Eriksson Ek and Frederick Gaudreau, but 
the Wild need to find themselves a Bo Horvat or some other impact 
center at the trade deadline to truly making noise in the Western 
Conference this season. (Should have been you, Marco Rossi.) 

Their hopes get lower if: The trendline on defense doesn't continue to 
climb. Five of the Wild's best defensive efforts this season in expected 
goals have all come after Thanksgiving. 'Twas a time when playing that 
kind of hard-checking, gritty game was known as "playing to their 
identity" in Minny. They need to embody that to qualify for the playoffs in 
the West. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Projected points: 98 

Playoff probability: 73% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 1.1% 

Their hopes get higher if: They can close out games better. The 
Penguins were 29th in the league after 37 games in closing out 
opponents when leading after two periods. They've had the lead 18 times 
after two; they've lost two games -- including the Winter Classic -- and 
suffered four overtime losses (.667 winning percentage). That puts them 
in the same neighborhood as teams like Vancouver, Arizona and 
Chicago, which is not where a team with Stanley Cup aspirations wants 
to reside. 

Their hopes get lower if: The Penguins remain too top-heavy. I went to 
Pittsburgh's training camp. They had more forwards vying for spots in 
their bottom six than they have men in the house on the season premiere 
of "The Bachelorette." The ones they settled on haven't given the Sidney 
Crosby and Evgeni Malkin lines the support they need. Sid and Geno's 
trios are, again, driving almost all of the offense: Their combinations have 
accounted for 42 of the team's 64 goals at 5-on-5. The Pens need better 
balance to make the postseason and make noise in it. 

Washington Capitals 

Projected points: 99 

Playoff probability: 78% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 4.2% 

Their hopes get higher if: They level up when Nicklas Backstrom and 
Tom Wilson finally arrive. Give the Capitals credit for contending in the 
Metropolitan Division with two of their key veterans out of action this 
season. Both Wilson and Backstrom are skating and nearing a return to 
the lineup. The Capitals are going to have to perform some cap 
gymnastics to make it happen, but the singular charms of Wilson and a 
healthier Backstrom could make a huge impact. One NHL insider said on 
Backstrom, who had his hip resurfaced: "He'll surprise people." 

Their hopes get lower if: Old habits creep back into their game. The 
Capitals' 11-1-1 roll through the end of calendar 2022 was fueled by a 

change in their system by coach Peter Laviolette. It was much less reliant 
on trying to outhit opponents and an aggressive forecheck, which put too 
much stress on their defense and goaltending, and more emphasis on 
controlling pace of play. The results speak for themselves. Continued 
commitment to this, and a team many thought could miss the playoffs will 
make a ninth straight appearance. 

Tier 4: On the bubble 

Calgary Flames 

Projected points: 95 

Playoff probability: 69% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 8% 

Their hopes get higher if: Andrew Mangiapane relocates his scoring 
touch. The Flames saw 43 goals leave last summer in the form of Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk, but they still had some players on their 
roster who could pop the puck in the net. One of them was Mangiapane, 
who had 35 goals and an 18.9% shooting rate last season. Uh-oh. This 
season, he had seven goals in his first 38 games and dropped 10 
percentage points in shooting. His four-season average prior to this was 
a 16.7% shooting rate, so his numbers should jump; hopefully, for the 
Flames' offensive sake, they do. 

Their hopes get lower if: GM Brad Treliving's hasty fix wasn't good 
enough. He did his best to keep a contender contending, but a projected 
16-point drop in the standings is indicative of the Flames' overall dip in 
efficiency. Maybe there's still chemistry to be found and sparks to fly. Or 
maybe this is just a team that can't match last season's offense, doesn't 
defend as well, either, and falls short of the playoffs. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Projected points: 96 

Playoff probability: 75% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 2.5% 

Their hopes get higher if: They actually didn't make a titanic blunder with 
Jack Campbell. I asked one NHL executive which current playoff team 
they believed would be on the outside looking in at season's end. They 
said, without hesitation, the Edmonton Oilers, because of their defense 
and, in particular, their goaltending. That starts with Campbell, the free-
agent signee who was supposed to solidify their goaltending and has 
done anything but. He has been as bad (minus-15.6 goals saved above 
average) as Stuart Skinner has been good (16.6 goals saved above 
average). 

Their hopes get lower if: It's actually more the defense than the 
goaltending. The Oilers aren't exactly the Zdeno Chara/Patrice Bergeron-
led Bruins when it comes to defensive prowess. We know this: They're a 
team that is flirting with the bottom third of the league in 5-on-5 
defending. The question is whether they can be more than that. Can 
Brett Kulak have a strong second half? Can GM Ken Holland find another 
veteran D-man to solidify the back end? And perhaps more importantly: 
Do the Oilers' top offensive stars have maybe a little more to give on the 
defensive end (and is Jay Woodcroft the coach to get that out of them)? 

New York Islanders 

Projected points: 95 

Playoff probability: 55% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 1.1% 

Their hopes get higher if: They locate a functioning power play. The 
Islanders were 27th in the NHL on the man advantage through 38 games 
(18.4%), including a recent 1 for 30 streak over a 10-game span. Injuries 
have played a part in that -- getting a healthy Kyle Palmieri back could 
help, for example -- but the Isles' offense could use that extra bit of 
scoring a power play should provide. 
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Their hopes get lower if: First-year coach Lane Lambert's squad is 
defined by its inconsistency. There are games against elite opponents in 
which New York matches their levels. There also are games against the 
dregs of the NHL during which New York unfortunately matches their 
levels. There was that recent stretch when the Isles gave up one goal or 
less in four of five games. There was that other stretch when they gave 
up four goals or more in four of five games. Please pick a lane, and make 
sure it's the one headed to the playoffs. 

New York Rangers 

Projected points: 99 

Playoff probability: 75% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 0.9% 

Their hopes get higher if: The Kakko-ssance is real. Kaapo Kakko's 
career with the Rangers seemed like it was in doubt when he was a 
healthy scratch for their playoff elimination at the hands of the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. Instead, this regular season saw Alexis Lafreniere get 
scratched, while Kakko was elevated to a line with Mika Zibanejad. The 
Rangers have waited for the 21-year-old to find an offensive groove. It's 
very early, but Kakko has clicked well in a bigger role, and that could be 
huge for New York. 

Their hopes get lower if: The Gerard Gallant naysayers are right. The 
Rangers coach has gone from the guy who helped lead them to the 
Eastern Conference finals in his first year with the franchise to the guy 
whose every button push has been criticized by some fans. Is he an 
average coach whose fortunes were inflated by an all-world season by 
Igor Shesterkin? Or is Gallant the coach to lead the Rangers to Stanley 
Cup contention? It might not matter if team owner James Dolan needs a 
scapegoat one day ... 

Seattle Kraken 

Projected points: 92 

Playoff probability: 53% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 3.5% 

Their hopes get higher if: They continue to produce offensively like they 
are now. The Kraken were a solid defensive team in their inaugural 
season, ranking fourth in the NHL in expected goals per 60 minutes. But 
their offense couldn't keep pace, with 2.60 goals per game. One 
campaign and a few key offseason additions later and the Kraken are 
averaging 3.46 goals through their first 35 games. Finally, fireworks 
worthy of a team co-owned by Jerry Bruckheimer. 

Their hopes get lower if: The goaltending continues to subvert everything 
they do. The defense is great ... and yet the Kraken are 18th in goals 
against per game. Thanks to Martin Jones, it's not nearly as bad as last 
season's "one step forward, three stumbles back" because of bad 
goaltending, but it's still not great. And they don't need great. They need 
adequate, as one NHL executive told ESPN recently: "If they [get the 
goaltending] and injuries don't hurt them, I don't see how they are not a 
playoff team." 

Tier 5: A new hope 

Buffalo Sabres 

Projected points: 89 

Playoff probability: 24% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 0.5% 

Their hopes get higher if: They can play any semblance of playoff-caliber 
defense. Thanks to the Tage Thompson Show, the Sabres can score 
with anyone this season. It's stopping their opponents that has been the 
issue. Goaltending has been a problem -- the Sabres have the 18th-
ranked save percentage in the NHL this season -- but so has shot 
suppression and the penalty kill (Buffalo is 25th in both). 

Their hopes get lower if: Thompson hits a scoring slump. Granted, this 
feels impossible at the moment, with the season's breakout star not 
having gone more than two games without a point this season. Heck, 
since Oct. 29, Thompson hasn't gone more than two games without a 
goal. As he showed against Washington on Tuesday night, he can win 
games on his own. If he hits a prolonged funk, the Sabres' hopes are 
toast. But when he's going goal-for-goal with Alex Ovechkin, the chances 
of that are slim. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Projected points: 85 

Playoff probability: 11% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 0.1% 

Their hopes get higher if: Moritz Seider has a strong second half after a 
rough start to Year 2 in his first 35 games. He averaged 0.9 points per 60 
minutes, well off his mark from last season, when he won the Calder 
Trophy. That Detroit has been this good while arguably their best player 
in 2021-22 has one point in his past 14 games is nothing short of 
remarkable. 

Their hopes get lower if: Their starts don't improve. Detroit has been 
outscored 39-25 in the first period this season. In 35 games, they've had 
the lead only six times after the opening 20 minutes -- the same number 
of times as the Chicago Blackhawks, a team that was designed in a lab 
to be terrible this season. 

Ottawa Senators 

Projected points: 83 

Playoff probability: 7% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 0.6% 

Their hopes get higher if: They slather some offense on their roll. The 
Senators are 8-3-1 in their past 12 games, the 10th-best points 
percentage since Dec. 10. They've compiled the record despite 
averaging 1.48 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, which is 29th during that 
stretch, thanks to a dismal shooting percentage of 5.2%. Their 
goaltending has been good. They're finding ways to pick up wins and 
points. But they need more consistent scoring to rally for a playoff spot. 

Their hopes get lower if: The hole they've dug is too deep. Many pundits 
had the Senators as a playoff team after their shopping spree in the 
summer. But they're a good distance from the final wild-card spot with 
teams ahead of them having games in hand. That 2-10-1 stretch in 
November needs a reciprocation in the second half if they're going to 
make the cut. 

Tier 6: In trouble 

Florida Panthers 

Projected points: 87 

Playoff probability: 16% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 0.6% 

Their hopes get higher if: They conjure up last year's chaos energy. One 
NHL analyst we spoke with held out hope that the Panthers could be a 
Stanley Cup contender, even if they've fallen well short of their points 
pace from last season. "They'd need a big turn in the second half but 
have the pieces," the analyst said. Part of that turn would be to resemble 
last season's Cats. The team that never met a lead it couldn't take ... and 
then give up ... but ultimately regain. Simply put, it's a team that needs to 
relocate its swagger, which isn't something you normally associate with a 
Matthew Tkachuk team. 

Their hopes get lower if: They're just this season's anomaly. Evolving 
Hockey looked at the numbers and can't figure out why the Panthers 
aren't better -- while noting how many fans have their own theory: new 
coach Paul Maurice. It was plausible that after the offseason's upheaval, 
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a step back this season before a leap forward could happen. But a step 
back into the lottery without a first-round pick would be an 
embarrassment for Florida. 

Nashville Predators 

Projected points: 87 

Playoff probability: 25% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 0.4% 

Their hopes get higher if: Some of those one-goal games go their way. 
Through Dec. 31, the Predators have played 18 one-goal games. They 
won nine of them. They lost two of them in regulation. They lost six more 
in overtime or a shootout. Pick up a few more points in the close games, 
and it could make a dent in the standings. But that would require scoring 
some goals. 

Their hopes get lower if: Their offense craters again. The good news for 
the Predators is that their moribund goalscoring has seen a recent uptick, 
as Nashville has scored three or more goals in five of its past seven 
games. But for the season, their goals for per game is still deep in the 
bottom third of the league. That's a recipe for losing close games and 
squandering good goaltending from Juuse Saros. 

St. Louis Blues 

Projected points: 89 

Playoff probability: 37% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 0.2% 

Their hopes get higher if: They can stay within striking distance with 
Vladimir Tarasenko and Ryan O'Reilly out of the lineup. No, it's not going 
to be easy, considering those two players were important parts of their 
top two scoring lines. But it's not like the Blues haven't uncorked a 
stunning second half before under coach Craig Berube ... although 
O'Reilly played a slightly more important role in the previous one that led 
to their Stanley Cup win. 

Their hopes get lower if: GM Doug Armstrong signals that it's retool time 
for this group. He has never shied away from making that call for a team 
he didn't feel could contend, and given the distance between the Blues 
and the 3-seed in the Central, this might be one of those seasons. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Projected points: 86 

Playoff probability: 20% 

Stanley Cup win probability: 0.1% 

Their hopes get higher if: Everyone but Vegas fades in the Pacific. None 
of these teams are juggernauts. Vancouver hasn't exactly shown an 
ability to put together a massive winning streak -- the Canucks' longest 
this season is three games -- but even if they did, they'd need their rivals 
to stop collecting points like they were Pokémon. 

Their hopes get lower if: They remain the messiest franchise in the NHL. 
If it's not the team president shading his own coach, it's J.T. Miller 
creating controversies and inspiring headlines like "J.T. Miller's lack of 
self-awareness casts doubt on his ability to fix flaws in his game." Drama 
makes for a nice sideshow during a lost season, but it's not a virtue found 
on a lot of second-half-surge playoff qualifiers. 

Congratulations are in order for these seven teams that have drained 
nearly all the hope for this season in order to create some for the future. 

Incredibly, the team with the highest percentage chance of making the 
playoffs from this collection of franchises are the Coyotes at 5%, 
according to FiveThirtyEight -- no doubt factoring in the "Mullett Magic" 
yet to come in the second half of the season. The Flyers are also a team 
that could leave this grouping, since John Tortorella seems like the last 

coach who would oversee a half-hearted second-half swoon for lottery 
odds. 

To the team that lands Connor Bedard: Your stay in this tier will be brief 
but meaningful. See you next tier, er, year ... 

Jersey Foul of the week 

From the Fenway Winter Classic, via Ashley as well as Pete Blackburn: 

    I'm screaming pic.twitter.com/BI2HAEoQ6p 

    — Ashley (@nhIdebrincat) January 3, 2023 

The superfluous "E" in "Pastrnak" stands for "error," one imagines. 

Video of the week 

No Winners and Losers this week, but I did want to shout out this clip 
from the Fenway Park Winter Classic that manages to incorporate a few 
of each. 

Winners: Those Bruins jerseys, the Green Monster seats, Zdeno Chara, 
the continuing ingenuity of NHL outdoor games that play up local icons 
while incorporating zany ideas like the "first puck pitch" at the Winter 
Classic. 

Losers: Those Penguins jerseys, the fact that it was 51 degrees, Jason 
Varitek not getting into a catcher's squat, the NHL's fake news headline 
claiming that this bouncing sinker from Bobby Orr was a "pitch-perfect 
strike." 

Puck headlines 

    HC Donbass, a Ukrainian hockey program whose pro team played in 
the KHL for two seasons, said its arena was destroyed by Russian 
artillery and  

Published photos of the attack on Instagram. 

    Inside the NHL's sustainability efforts. "For example, more than two-
thirds of NHL arenas have converted to LED game lights, leading to 
substantial energy savings in those facilities." 

    The five teams that could define the NHL trade market this season. I 
wonder whether the Anaheim Ducks might belong in here, too. 

    An assistant youth hockey coach has been fired for throwing an 
opposing player -- a child! -- to the ice during a game. 

    From World Juniors, Devin Comeault has been dubbed "The White 
Ninja" as an on-ice cameraman. "To minimize the distraction on 
television and among the players, Comeault and his camera were 
completely outfitted in white to blend in on the ice. Yet, despite his efforts 
to camouflage himself, Comeault managed to catch the attention of many 
hockey fans." 

    Gary Bettman believes that millennial and Gen Z fans "want more than 
just the games now. They want behind-the-scenes." 

    The Seattle Kraken landed the Winter Classic because the Mariners' 
ballpark can protect the rink from rain. "Beyond the team's flexibility in 
making T-Mobile Park available for the lengthy process of building the 
temporary hockey rink inside, the NHL liked that it would have the ability 
to only partially close the stadium's roof directly over the rink if it rains. 
That would enable them to keep the remainder of the venue in an open-
air environment the league believes is crucial to the appeal of its outdoor 
games." 

ESPN LOADED: 01.05.2023 
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ESPN / Senators nod to fan Ryan Reynolds with Deadpool mask 
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Greg Wyshynski 

 

Ottawa Senators goalie Cam Talbot decided to use his new mask to 
send a not-so-subtle message to actor Ryan Reynolds about his potential 
ownership stake in the team. 

Of course, a lack of subtlety is expected when it comes to Deadpool, the 
Marvel character Reynolds had embodied for two films. 

    Latest mask for @ctalbot33 of the @Senators Cam wanted a nod 
@VancityReynolds character #deadpool being a Senator's fan! 
pic.twitter.com/jcA0Ghvhmp 

    — Friedesigns (@Friedesigns) January 4, 2023 

Created by Frieddesigns goalie mask artist Dave Fried in Calgary, 
Alberta, it features Deadpool in a Senators jersey giving a thumbs-up on 
the right side. On the left, he's holding a Canadian flag and a cup of Tim 
Hortons coffee, with "SENS" in a heart on his arm. Instead of katanas on 
his back, there are hockey sticks. The back of the mask features 
Deadpool's logo. 

"We came up with [the] Deadpool mask in light of the rumors that maybe 
Ryan Reynolds will be coming into the new ownership group. So [we] 
tried to entice him a little bit more to come in here and be part of the 
group," Talbot said, via Sportsnet. 

The Senators announced they would be put up for sale in November 
following the death of longtime owner Eugene Melnyk in March. 
Reynolds, a Vancouver native who grew up in Ottawa, met with NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman about potentially being involved in a new 
ownership group. Bettman said he was impressed with Reynolds. 

"If we can figure out a way to have him included, I think that would be 
great for the Senators and great for the league," he said. 

And, apparently, great for goalie masks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Milic, Roy help Canada survive early scare vs. U.S. as 
hosts advance to final 

 

Paul D. Grant 

 

HALIFAX – Coming in, Canada knew the Americans would provide the 
strongest test to date.  

With a top line comprised of three first-round picks, a small, speedy 
defence and a young goalie playing out of his mind – not to mention a 
super-secret plan to contain Canadian superstar Connor Bedard in its 
back pocket – Canada knew it was in for a rugged battle. 

And that’s exactly what happened – for the first two periods.  

But clutch goaltending from Thomas Milic, outstanding hustle by Joshua 
Roy and six unanswered goals (well, sort of) led Canada to a thrilling 6-2 
win over the United States in world junior semifinal action here 
Wednesday.  

Canada moves on to face Czechia in a final on Thursday that has 
redemption written all over it for the Canadians. The Americans will face 
the Swedes in the bronze-medal game.  

Czechia beat Canada 5-2 in the tourney opener for both teams on Boxing 
Day. 

Back to the “sort of.” As it happened, the Americans had two goals called 
back because of goaltender interference, one that would have tied it in 
the second period and another that would have made it 4-3 early in the 
third.  

“The refs made the calls, it is what it is, can’t change that now,” said 
American captain Luke Hughes.  

The final score would indicate a thrashing, but all was not looking rosy in 
the early going for Canada.  

The Canadians got off to another slow start, with the U.S. going up 2-0 
on goals by Logan Cooley and Kenny Connors. The Americans pounced 
repeatedly on poor clearing passes by the Canadian defence, which 
struggled most of the night to get clear of the zone and find its rhythm 
among the Americans’ tight checking and relentless sticks.  

“I don’t know, honestly,” Roy said, when asked why Canada had yet 
another slow start. “Things can happen. We didn’t panic and we came 
back in the game. When we started to play our way, we just dominated 
the game.”  

When the Canadians were struggling to generate even the slightest bit of 
offence – they were outshot 9-0 after the first five minutes before finally 
responding with six straight on their first power play – Milic was there to 
say no.  

Time after time, the undrafted goalie responded in key moments by 
turning aside strong scoring chances.   

Whenever the Canadians scored, the speedy and relentless Americans 
inevitably came right back, but Milic repeatedly slammed the door. When 
the Canadians were killing a penalty, Milic was there with the big save.   

“There’s only so many words to describe it. It was unbelievable,” Bedard 
said of Milic’s play. “Without him, I don’t know if we win that game there. 
He got so many great looks and he’s so good. We trust him so much 
back there.”  

The biggest concern heading into the tournament for the Canadian team 
was suddenly its biggest asset.  

“It was incredible,” Milic said. “It’s definitely the best moment of my 
hockey career and maybe my life too. So, it’s pretty special.”  

Milic held his side in it long enough for Bedard to break loose, scoring 
Canada’s first goal from his knee off a sweet cross-crease pass by Roy. 
Canada was back in the game, the crowd turned it up to 11 and never 
truly looked back.  

“That first goal was huge for them,” USA coach Rand Pecknold said. “I 
thought they got a little confidence out of that, and our bench was a little 
deflated because we know we shouldn’t have given it up (because) we 
made some mistakes. And then, again, each time a goal got called back, 
that was that deflating.”  

All told, Milic made clutch saves off, among others, Jimmy Snuggerud 
(two), Red Savage, Connors, Tyler Boucher, Cutter Gauthier (three) and 
Hughes. With Bedard held to a mere goal and assist, which qualifies as 
being shut down in his world, this game was all Milic.  

However, someone has to generate the scoring, and Roy’s performance 
was the engine that drove the offence. He had two goals and two assists, 
capped by, with Canada killing a penalty and Trey Augustine on the 
bench for the extra attacker, stripping not one but two Americans of the 
puck before dashing in and firing it into the empty net.  

That was just the stuff that you can see on the scoresheet – Roy’s speed 
was instrumental in earning his team’s momentum back. With Dylan 
Guenther sent off 2:42 into the second for slashing, Roy did yeoman’s 
work killing off the penalty with aggressive forechecking — trapping the 
Americans in their own zone with heavy stickwork, tireless hustle and 
effective delay tactics. The work was recognized with a raucous ovation 
from the Halifax crowd as he skated to the bench.  
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“He was unreal,” said linemate Bedard, who now has nine goals and 14 
assists for 23 points in the tournament. “He’s one of of the smartest 
players that I’ve gotten to play with, and just how he dominated that 
game and stepped up his game obviously when it mattered most is 
incredible.”  

Logan Stankoven, who tied it 47 seconds into the second, Adam Fantilli 
and Brandt Clarke had the other goals for Canada.   

Dating back to 2015, the Americans and Canadians have now faced 
each other seven times, with the U.S. winning five of those games. 
Canada’s other win came in a 6-4 victory in the 2019 preliminary round. 
The last meeting was in the 2021 bubble final, where the Americans 
prevailed, 2-0.  

With the history of the two teams, there was no shortage of animosity, 
which you could see in the dejected Americans and elated Canadians 
doing interviews afterward. On the day before the game, Canada 
defenceman Clarke summed it up pretty succinctly:  

“We want to beat them so bad,” he said. “They want to beat us so bad. 
And when you have two teams that are that passionate about defeating 
the other team, you always get a good game out of it.”  

Under-the-radar performance: Fantilli had another strong game for 
Canada, chipping in a beautiful Zach Dean pass across the crease for 
the game-winner, showing a generous amount of hustle and seriously 
making a case for more ice time down the stretch. He hasn’t had the 
tournament many anticipated, but his depth effort up front helped take 
the pressure off the top lines.  

Also worth mentioning is the penalty-killing prowess of Tyson Hinds, who 
ate some up the time along the boards with the Americans pressuring to 
get set up on the power play. The Canadian D overall had a rough night, 
but Hinds set himself apart with his effort.  
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Sportsnet.ca / The Oilers have lost key veterans — and forgotten how to 
be a team 

 

Mark Spector  

 

EDMONTON — It’s a dynamic they’ve never been able to figure out here 
in Edmonton, going all the way back to the days when they handed the 
keys to the car to a bunch of teenagers named Taylor Hall, Jordan Eberle 
and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins.  

Back then the veterans became alienated, and lost ice time for making 
mistakes the kids made every night. And the team, well, it wasn’t close to 
being any good.  

Because it wasn’t a team. It was a few elite guys, and the rest were 
simply “the help.”  

Today, the Oilers’ drivers are far more elite. And players like Zach 
Hyman, Evander Kane and Nugent-Hopkins give the Oilers as high-end a 
Top 6 as there is in the game.  

But as a “team” Edmonton has faltered. They’re becoming just a few 
high-end guys and a roster that can’t win unless the two big guys win it 
for them.  

They held a players-only meeting before Wednesday’s practice, on the 
heels of another noncommittal, soft and disinterested loss the night 
before.  

There are issues here, both on the ice and off.  

This team doesn’t have enough bite. It’s easy to play against, with a 
supporting cast that is both distinctly vanilla and of the mind that they 
can’t impact things around here anyhow.  

On the ice, nobody hits or fights, and nobody stands up for each other or 
holds each other accountable for same. Losing Kane has exacerbated 
this issue.  

But without Kane, and voices like Mike Smith, Duncan Keith and even 
the quiet veteran Kris Russell, it has become a bit of a country club in 
Edmonton, where the stars take up so much of the spotlight that there’s 
likely too much shade for everyone else to exist in.  

Where is that teammate to demand that Bouchard, who is nearing the 
150-game mark in his career, simply use his six-foot-three frame to take 
the body now and again?  

Who challenges Warren Foegele on why he won’t stand over a fallen 
goalie once in a while, or intimidate a smaller opponent?  

Why doesn’t somebody — anybody — drop everything and go after 
MacKenzie Weegar when he sticks a knee out on Connor McDavid in a 
game at Calgary, no less?  

This team has only one way to change the momentum in a game: by 
scoring. Nobody changes momentum any other way — with a hit, a fight 
or some other bit of hockey currency.  

So it becomes a vicious cycle, because it’s the same guys who do all the 
scoring. When the game gets away, the same guys get leaned on, while 
the same guys stop playing.  

Why doesn’t this team act more like a team? Why doesn’t it play more 
like a team?  

There’s an old hockey cliché, about teams that “play for each other.”  

Well, they don’t play for each other in Edmonton, because they still 
haven’t figured it out here.  

This coaching staff is travelling the same road that they have all travelled. 
Dave Tippett, Todd McLellan — all of them:  

When McDavid and Leon Draisaitl fill the net, well, it’s their night and we 
watch them dazzle. When they don’t fill the net, and the team falls 
behind, then they play 10 minutes of the third period against Seattle on 
Tuesday, because the team needs goals.  

Klim Kostin, the most involved role player of late, got two shifts and 62 
seconds of ice time in that third period. Foegele had four shifts, Holloway 
(who took a double-minor penalty) had three.  

You understand why it happens that way. But what you also need to 
understand is that a team means everybody, not just a few somebodies.  

“Participants,” as Ken Hitchcock used to say. A coach needs to have 20 
players who all feel like “participants.”  

And that’s still a problem here in Edmonton, perhaps the biggest reason 
why a team that went to the Final Four a season ago can’t figure it out 
less than a year later. There are no analytics to measure what they lost in 
Keith, Smith and Russell.  

“We lost a lot of, you know, big presences,” veteran Tyson Barrie said on 
Wednesday. “A lot of games (played), a lot of veterans. But it's our turn 
now. It's up to the guys that are left in this room, who are the leaders to 
step outside of your comfort zone a little bit and become the guy that's 
going to be fired up and hold guys accountable. Even if it’s hard.  

“I'm a pretty easygoing, carefree guy. But I'm the second oldest guy on 
the team now,” Barrie said, “and they look to me for leadership. If I've got 
to step up and say something — or be the bad guy — I'm certainly not 
afraid to do that either.”  

This isn’t a McDavid and Draisaitl thing. They would both trade any Art 
Ross or Hart Trophies for a Stanley Cup in a heartbeat.  
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They don’t build the team beneath them. They don’t dole out ice time, 
and they don’t provide the opportunities for others to feel like this is their 
team too.  

They don’t create a meritocracy like the one that sees Markus 
Niemelainen make a mistake and sit for a period, or maybe a game, 
while Darnell Nurse can cost the Oilers a game with not one but two 
derelict defensive plays (See: St. Louis, Dec. 15), and not only does he 
reach 29 minutes of ice time in that game but gets another 22 minutes 
the next.  

With the halfway point of the season around the corner, it’s time for a 
long look in the mirror here in Edmonton.  

Why don’t they fight for each other?  

Why don’t they sacrifice for each other?  

Why, whenever times get tough, does half this team turn into 
spectators?  

This isn’t the team it was last season. It’s barely a team at all, on too 
many nights.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Sleepless Boudreau changes tune, takes accountability for 
Canucks' recent struggles 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

VANCOUVER -- On another of those mornings after the night before, 
Vancouver Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau was asked what his thoughts 
were when he got up Wednesday. 

“Who says I got up?” he said at the start of his media briefing at Rogers 
Arena. “Who says I went to sleep?” 

The Canucks are not the cure for insomnia, but the cause of it. 

Tuesday’s 6-2 loss to the New York Islanders, when the Canucks 
cratered again in the second period, then managed only six third-period 
shots, was the latest of many disillusioning Vancouver performances this 
National Hockey League season. 

Boudreau, as honest as he is sleepless, said after the game that the 
Islanders were simply more committed to winning. He said he can’t go 
out and block shots for his goalie, which Canuck skaters did only three 
times in front of Spencer Martin, and that are far as the will to win: 
“You’re talking to the wrong guy; I want to win every night.” 

The obvious implication is his players may not. 

At least they don’t play like they want to win every night. They have 
looked broken the last three games in losses against teams from 
Winnipeg, Calgary and New York that simply outclassed the Canucks, 
who imploded in the middle of each game and never seriously looked like 
they could recover. 

This is largely the same group of players – and the entire core – that 
went 32-15-10 under Boudreau last season and were bolstered in the 
summer by the addition of free agents Andrei Kuzmenko and Ilya 
Mikheyev, both of whom have been excellent. 

Yet, the Canucks are performing at the same first-half pace, 16-18-3, that 
got coach Travis Green and general manager Jim Benning fired 13 
months ago. 

This week is not only the nadir for the brief Boudreau-Jim Rutherford era 
but feels, based on talent and expectations for the Canucks, like one of 
the lowest points in years for a franchise that has seen a lot of them. 

Prior to their playoff aberration in the Edmonton summer of 2020, the 
Canucks simply weren’t very good. But they consistently punched above 
their weight class under Green, whose players worked relentlessly, were 
rarely an easy out and won a lot of games against better teams. 

That playoff bubble long ago burst, probably when in free agency that 
autumn the Canucks let most of their leadership group wander away in 
free agency. Even with a couple of the most talented players in franchise 
history in their lineup, the Canucks have shown over the last two-and-a-
half years an almost inexhaustible ability to disappoint and under-
achieve. And it’s happening again. 

“There's things I thought that I could do better, you know?” Boudreau 
said, nobly trying to take back some of the blame he fairly placed on 
players Tuesday night. “And the bottom line is it's on me if they're not 
doing what I want them to do. So, you know, I wanted to make sure that 
in the meeting (Wednesday morning) and in the video that we showed 
today that they understand what I want them to do. And then, like I said, 
it's on me to implement that and if they don't, then I've got to make them 
find a way to do it. 

“I always used to tell people the coach's job is to find the Achilles heel of 
the player. In other words, if it's a kick in the butt or a pat on the back, or 
take ice time away, or in the older days taking money away, I mean, it’s 
my job to find out what makes them tick and what makes them go. And 
maybe sometimes I've let that slide a little bit. So it's up to me to make 
these guys more accountable.” 

There was a lot of that going on in the Canucks’ compound before 
Wednesday’s spirited practice that saw defencemen Luke Schenn and 
Kyle Burroughs establish a theme by crunching teammates with checks. 

The latest lost was characterized by astonishing turnovers (Tyler Myers 
and Ethan Bear), a lack of determination to score or defend and a 
general failure to compete. 

Fans can get behind a 70-point team that battles every night as long as 
they see improvement over time. There is nothing endearing about a 95-
point team that plays like a 70-point one. 

“It's a little bit tougher to. . . centre people out in front of a group,” 
Boudreau said of his challenge as a coach. “Nobody likes to have that 
happen. But I mean, every night it's my job or at least partially my job to 
get them ready. There's always self-preparation, but it's my job to make 
sure to make them believe that they can win the game. Because if you 
don't believe that you can win the game, you can never win the game.” 

General manager Patrik Allvin is trying to trade Brock Boeser and taking 
offers on captain Bo Horvat, and nobody on the roster is considered 
untouchable beyond Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes. And Boudreau 
has been working without a safety net all season, undermined as much 
by his own bosses than his expiring contract. 

As Rutherford, the president of hockey operations, said the other day 
when talking about the J.T. Miller hurricane: “There’s a lot of things going 
on.” 

Burroughs insisted Wednesday that Boudreau’s status – he’s less likely 
than impending free-agent Horvat to be with the Canucks next season – 
is not a factor in any of what we’re seeing on the ice. 

“Not at all,” Burroughs said. “He hasn't lost the room. He hasn't lost. . . 
individual players. Us in that room, I know that we still care about him, we 
still want to play for him. He's brought a lot of energy, good vibes. It's just 
disappointing that we're letting him down right now. 

“It's unacceptable from every man. I don't know if you can single out one 
guy who's risen above the rest for losing those games like that. The 
message has been that it's not acceptable, it's not good enough. 
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“Everyone knows in that room that it's not good enough, that we need to 
be better. We can only talk so much about it in the dressing room; it 
needs to be relayed on to the ice. I don't think that that we're holding 
ourselves to a higher standard, a high enough standard right now.” 

Accountability is coming. We’re not sure about the wins. 

Nathan MacKinnon and the Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche 
visit the Canucks on Thursday. 
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At least they don’t play like they want to win every night. They have 
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Yet, the Canucks are performing at the same first-half pace, 16-18-3, that 
got coach Travis Green and general manager Jim Benning fired 13 
months ago. 

This week is not only the nadir for the brief Boudreau-Jim Rutherford era 
but feels, based on talent and expectations for the Canucks, like one of 
the lowest points in years for a franchise that has seen a lot of them. 
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their weight class under Green, whose players worked relentlessly, were 
rarely an easy out and won a lot of games against better teams. 
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autumn the Canucks let most of their leadership group wander away in 
free agency. Even with a couple of the most talented players in franchise 
history in their lineup, the Canucks have shown over the last two-and-a-
half years an almost inexhaustible ability to disappoint and under-
achieve. And it’s happening again. 

“There's things I thought that I could do better, you know?” Boudreau 
said, nobly trying to take back some of the blame he fairly placed on 
players Tuesday night. “And the bottom line is it's on me if they're not 
doing what I want them to do. So, you know, I wanted to make sure that 
in the meeting (Wednesday morning) and in the video that we showed 
today that they understand what I want them to do. And then, like I said, 
it's on me to implement that and if they don't, then I've got to make them 
find a way to do it. 
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take ice time away, or in the older days taking money away, I mean, it’s 
my job to find out what makes them tick and what makes them go. And 
maybe sometimes I've let that slide a little bit. So it's up to me to make 
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There was a lot of that going on in the Canucks’ compound before 
Wednesday’s spirited practice that saw defencemen Luke Schenn and 
Kyle Burroughs establish a theme by crunching teammates with checks. 

The latest lost was characterized by astonishing turnovers (Tyler Myers 
and Ethan Bear), a lack of determination to score or defend and a 
general failure to compete. 
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they see improvement over time. There is nothing endearing about a 95-
point team that plays like a 70-point one. 
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get them ready. There's always self-preparation, but it's my job to make 
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don't believe that you can win the game, you can never win the game.” 

General manager Patrik Allvin is trying to trade Brock Boeser and taking 
offers on captain Bo Horvat, and nobody on the roster is considered 
untouchable beyond Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes. And Boudreau 
has been working without a safety net all season, undermined as much 
by his own bosses than his expiring contract. 

As Rutherford, the president of hockey operations, said the other day 
when talking about the J.T. Miller hurricane: “There’s a lot of things going 
on.” 

Burroughs insisted Wednesday that Boudreau’s status – he’s less likely 
than impending free-agent Horvat to be with the Canucks next season – 
is not a factor in any of what we’re seeing on the ice. 

“Not at all,” Burroughs said. “He hasn't lost the room. He hasn't lost. . . 
individual players. Us in that room, I know that we still care about him, we 
still want to play for him. He's brought a lot of energy, good vibes. It's just 
disappointing that we're letting him down right now. 

“It's unacceptable from every man. I don't know if you can single out one 
guy who's risen above the rest for losing those games like that. The 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators have achieved a new level, one where talent 
alone can win them games 
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Wayne Scanlan  

 

During their long rebuild, the Senators had a difficult time with teams that 
should have beat.  

They had a habit of playing the contenders well, surprising the Toronto 
Maple Leafs and Boston Bruins on more than one occasion, but would 
fall flat against the weak links of the league.  

That time seems to have passed. This season, Ottawa has counted 
victories against Anaheim (x 2), Arizona, San Jose and Philadelphia. 
Teams the Senators should beat.  

On Wednesday, the Senators prevailed over the Eastern Conference 
cellar-dwellers, the Columbus Blue Jackets, 4-0. Sounds like a rout, 
right? 

In fact, for the first time in years, we could say this was a case of the 
Senators winning a game on sheer talent, despite not really being 'on.’ 
The Blue Jackets were the better team in the first period, had several 
chances in alone on Sens goaltender Anton Forsberg — including a 
breakaway by Patrik Laine, who once scored 44 goals for the Winnipeg 
Jets.  

Forsberg stopped them all, and then some, en route to a 22-save 
shutout, his second straight win. A crowd of 14,457 took in the game at 
the Canadian Tire Centre.  

Forsberg’s early play allowed the Senators to rouse from their slumber to 
perform more like themselves in the second period, where they seized 
the game with three goals. Derick Brassard opened the scoring with a 
power-play tip of a Jake Sanderson shot, before Tim Stützle scored off a 
won draw by Claude Giroux. Drake Batherson added a power-play goal, 
ripping a shot post-and-in.  

Austin Watson scored a shorthanded goal in the third period.  

The Senators could thank the Blue Jackets for the wake-up call.  

“I think they kind of surprised us,” said Senators head coach D.J. Smith. 
“They‘re a lot faster team than maybe we thought — their speed off the 
puck. But the response was great.” 

This is what good teams do: they rebound after a slow start. Smith 
agreed this was a “mature” victory by his growing club.   

“Not a great start — we gave up a couple of breakaways in the first, but 
Forsy was outstanding,” Smith said. “In the second period we took it 
over.”  

Significantly, the Senators are over the .500 mark (18-17-3) for the first 
time since the last week of October, when they were 4-3-0.  

A focus for the Senators was generating more time in the offensive zone, 
something that has been a struggle in recent games. Stützle, in 
particular, drove possession time, wheeling and spinning in the offensive 
zone, without giving up the puck.  

After scoring in the second period, Stützle’s fifth in the past five games 
and 15th of the season, Stützle received a massive hug from 
defenceman Thomas Chabot. Asked afterwards what Chabot said during 
that long embrace, Stützle blushed and said, Chabot told him he was 
“effing nasty,” or words to that effect.  

“I don’t know if I should have said that,” Stützle said, laughing. The kid 
turns 21 on Jan. 15. 

For the second straight game, Stützle was used in all situations, including 
the penalty kill, and was the busiest forward on the ice. He finished with 
21 minutes, 39 seconds played. In the two games this week (Ottawa beat 
Buffalo 3-1 on Sunday), Stützle has played a total of 42:49.  

“It’s pretty good,” Smith said of Stützle’s game, laughing at his own 
understatement. “The edges are unbelievable. He’s feeling good. He 
needs a little rest, here. He’s played lots. Probably more than you want to 
play your No. 1 centre, but he continues to play well. These three days 
here will let him get a little rest.” 

The Senators don’t play again until Saturday, when the Seattle Kraken 
visit the CTC.  

Even Giroux, who has been in the league since 2008, gets a kick out of 
playing with Stützle. 

“He makes plays that — sometimes I’m on the ice and I have a little 
smile, ‘cause it’s pretty to watch,” Giroux said. “For me, Brady (Tkachuk) 
and Timmy, we’re just working on our chemistry. We’re going in the right 
direction, communicating together. We know we can play better.” 

That’s a scary thought for the rest of the east, considering the play of 
Ottawa’s top line recently.  

Regarding the symbolic push past the .500 barrier, which the Senators 
finally got past after their third try, Smith wants the pedal to remain 
down.  

“We’ve got to do it again in January,” Smith said. “We want to get back in 
the pack (of contending teams). That’s our big goal. January is a big 
month for us.” 

As a group, the Senators are taking their massive recovery from the deep 
hole of November in stride. It’s easy to forget this team was 6-12-1 on 
Nov. 23.  

Leave it to the mature Giroux to keep things calm.  

“We’re playing well, we’re getting the results right now, we could look at 
the standings, but it doesn’t change that we’re going one game at a 
time,” Giroux said. “It’s great that we won (against Columbus) but we’ve 
got to keep winning games if we want to get close to the playoffs.” 

On Dec. 23rd, the Senators were in last place in the Atlantic Division with 
31 points, sitting 11 points back of the last wild-card spot. Today, with 39 
points, they have pushed past Montreal and Florida in their division and 
sit seven back of a playoff position. The Sens have won four of their past 
five games. 

The shutout tradition  

To a man, the Senators were impressed with defenceman Travis 
Hamonic, throwing his body in front of a Laine shot late in the game. With 
victory assured at that point, the only reason for Hamonic to sacrifice 
himself was for Forsberg’s first shutout of the season.  

“D always take care of the goalie,” Smith said. “It’s gone on for a hundred 
years — a chance for a shutout. That’s Laine, a lot of guys aren’t getting 
in front of that, so that’s a lot of character.” 

Norris still recovering 

Centre Josh Norris, who started the season ahead of Stützle on the 
depth chart, is back skating with the team but won’t return from his 
shoulder injury any time soon. Perhaps late in January. Smith said the 
shoulder is not yet 100 per cent and the Senators are not going to take 
any chances with their young centre, who scored 35 goals last season.  
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Team Canada held a meeting at their hotel in Halifax ahead of 
Wednesday evening's World Junior Hockey Championship semi-final 
meeting with the United States. 

Team Canada is built for this moment.  

"It's heavy-duty hockey," said James Boyd, Hockey Canada's 
management group lead. "Everything is amplified. Every moment 
matters. When we were building our team, it was to play in these games 
and not a round-robin game when our team was still gelling. It was to 
play in a playoff game against a big and a skilled opponent and that's 
what we'll see tonight." 

What does Team USA coach Rand Pecknold see in Canada?  

"Talent, talent and more talent," the Quinnipiac Bobcats bench boss said. 
"It's impressive. It's one of the most talented teams to come to the World 
Juniors in 15, 17 years. It's a credit to Canada. They've done a great job 
in developing players." 

But it's not just the talent that defines this Team Canada. It's also the 
tallest group the country has ever assembled at this event. They wanted 
to be a physical team and they hope that pays off in Wednesday's 
semifinal.  

"If we play our game and we get in on the forecheck and protect pucks 
down low and use our size to get to the net like we have at times during 
the tournament, then that's a formula for success," said Boyd, who is 
general manager of the Ottawa 67's. "[The US is] very, very skilled, so if 
we give them time and space to make plays, they're going to make plays. 
We've seen that throughout the tournament. Each team's going to play 
their style and we're well-suited to play this game tonight."  

"We might have the edge physicality-wise," said fourth-line 
centre Caedan Bankier. "We're a tough team to play against down low 
and when we're tracking back. In that aspect, we got to be ready and if 
we do that the [game] could be in our hands." 

Both teams have won four of five games at this year's tournament with an 
upset loss mixed in.  

Canada needed overtime to get past Slovakia on Monday. The 
Americans blasted Germany 11-1 in their quarterfinal.  

"Speed, skill and they can come in waves," observed Canada 
head coach Dennis Williams of their opposition. "There's a lot of dynamic 
players over there. We're going to have to do a really good job of 
identifying how we want to manage pucks. We have to make sure we 
make it uncomfortable playing on the inside. We want to play with pace, 
as well. I expect a really good game."  

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Team Canada general manager James Boyd joins Mark Masters to 
share his thoughts on Connor Bedard's incredible tournament so far, 
discuss which other Canadians have stood out to him at the WJC, what 
he expects from the showdown against the USA, and more. 

Canada versus the United States for the right to play for gold. It doesn't 
get much better than this.  

"That's definitely our No. 1 rival," said defenceman Brandt Clarke. "We 
didn't want to say it, but that's the game we wanted. We wanted to play 
them. We wanted that atmosphere. The crowd's been phenomenal all the 
way through, but we know they'll be at a whole other level and we can't 
wait for it."  

These countries always seem to play entertaining games. For this group 
of Canadians, the moment that seems to resonate most is the gold-
medal game at the Vancouver Olympics.  

"What makes it special for me is the golden goal by Sidney Crosby," said 
Brennan Othmann. "I was in the car with my parents and my 
sister coming back from a hockey game. I was listening to it on the 
radio and ever since that day in 2010, I've wanted to play against the 
U.S. on a big stage and today's the day." 

"The first thing that comes to mind is that 2010 Olympic game," echoed 
Adam Fantilli. "It inspired a lot of young Canadian kids, especially with 
that goal. It's something you think about growing up and I'm just excited 
to play in it."  

The favourite moment for USA captain Luke Hughes is more 
personal. The Michigan defenceman was in the building to watch his 
brother Quinn Hughes beat Canada in a shootout during an outdoor 
game at the 2018 World Juniors in Buffalo.  

"Probably the biggest rivalry in all of hockey," said Hughes, who received 
messages of support from Quinn and older brother Jack Hughes ahead 
puck drop. "Every person in the hockey world is going to be watching this 
game. It's a huge stage." 

Canada didn't face the United States during the 2021 under-18 World 
Championship, so for many Canadian players this is their first crack at 
their bitter rivals in a high-stakes setting.  

"I haven't played the US since the under-17s, which wasn't a full 
Canadian team," said Dylan Guenther. "I can't wait for it...Even playing 
spring hockey growing up, whenever you're playing a United States 
team, you wanted to beat them." 

"It's every kid's dream playing in a barn like this against your rival," said 
USA forward Rutger McGroarty. "Scoring a goal in a barn like this with 
everybody cheering against you will definitely get your Spidey-senses 
tingling a little bit. It gets me fired up right now so, yeah, it will be fun." 

Canadian players look for their Crosby moment as USA rivalry renewed 

As Canada and the United States get set to renew their rivalry tonight in 
the WJC semis, players on both teams explain what the historic rivalry 
means to them. 

Pecknold won't reveal it, but the United States coach insists his team has 
a plan to stop Connor Bedard.  

"If they've found one, then that's good on them," Othmann said with a 
smirk. "But, I mean, we've thought of different ways as players and we 
can't seem to find one." 

"A lot of teams have been saying they can stop him," noted Bankier. "He 
just has that special ability to find ways to get it done and be successful. 
I'm excited to see what he does tonight. I mean, every night he does 
something pretty amazing." 

Bedard leads the tournament with 21 points, which is 10 more than USA 
centre Logan Cooley, who is second.  

"I don't expect him to take any steps back," said Clarke. "All I've seen so 
far is him take steps forward. Even when it's hard to imagine him still 
being able to take steps forward, he's done it and I don't think that will 
change." 

Bedard's usually lethal shot appeared to be off late in Monday's game so 
the Regina Pats phenom called an audible on his show-stopping winner.  

"I thought he was going to shoot it with his quick release," said Bankier. "I 
would've shot it for sure." 

"I asked him, 'What kind of videos as a kid do you watch to come up with 
moves like that?'" said Othmann. "I've watched different videos of 
[Auston] Matthews, Crosby and all those guys as a kid, but to have that 
creativity and that mind in a game like that on a stage like this, I mean, 
that's something special and it goes to show how high his confidence is."  

Does a game plan to stop Bedard actually exist? 

Team USA will surely have talked about finding a way to stop or slow 
down a red-hot Connor Bedard but as his teammates have noticed, 
Bedard just has that special ability to find a way to get things done on the 
ice. 
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Shane Wright hit the crossbar in overtime on Monday and is still looking 
for his first even-strength goal in Halifax. But, make no mistake about it, 
Canada's captain is still a big-time contributor.  

"He's been really responsible," stressed Williams. "He's had some good 
looks. A little bit unfortunate with the puck right now but, at the same 
time, he plays a really good 200-foot game. He's in the right position. He 
tracks." 

Wright has three goals and three assists in five games.  

"I think he's the best 200-foot player at this tournament," said close friend 
Othmann. "As kids, you're worried about points, but we've all grown up a 
bit and we're not worried about that. It's nice to see [Bedard] have 21 
points and [I'm] really happy for him breaking that record, but us other 
guys are not too worried about the points and that aspect of the game. 
We're more worried about playing that 200-foot game, detailed game. 
That's what I’m worried about. I know that’s what [Wright]'s worried 
about."   

There's a reason Wright wears the 'C' despite being among the younger 
guys on this team.  

"He's vocal in the locker room," noted Williams. "He hasn't scored all the 
goals or the assists that people may have assumed he would, but 
what he brings to our locker room is invaluable from a coaching 
standpoint and from a team standpoint. He's the glue of that group. He 
keeps all our guys in check as our captain and he really does a good job 
as an extension of our coaching staff." 

"He's the most vocal guy on our bench," said Othmann. "The most vocal 
guy in our room...We'd like to put up some points and goals and we're a 
bit snakebitten right now as a line, but hopefully that kicks back in tonight 
with our details." 

Othmann on snakebit Wright: 'He’s the best 200-foot player at this 
tournament 

Shane Wright may not be putting up the points he's used to but his lack 
of goal contributions hasn't hampered his leadership and the intangibles 
he has brought to the team in the World Juniors. Head coach Dennis 
Williams believes he has been unfortunate with some of his chances but 
considers him the glue to the group. 

Mississauga Steelheads centre Owen Beck only played a couple shifts in 
his World Junior debut on Monday, but he made an impact by drawing a 
penalty.  

"Great track and got us a power play," said Williams. "Like, that's an 
important shift. A lot of people may look at that and say, 'Oh, he played a 
minute.' Well, that was a big minute. We needed that minute from him." 

"It was one of the best shifts of the night, to be honest with you," 
Othmann said. "[Beck] comes in and, 24 hours later, he's put in a game 
situation and gets a shot on net, back checks hard, does the little things 
right, and draws a slashing penalty. It's impressive."  

Called up after Colton Dach sustained an upper-body injury on New 
Year's Eve, Beck didn't have a practice or game-day skate prior to the 
elimination game in Halifax.  

"He made every second count," said Bankier. "He was big on the bench. 
He was bringing the energy. He was talking, which was great for 
someone who just got off the plane and arrived here. He did his job and 
we can't thank him enough." 

Owen Beck only had a few shifts in Canada's quarter-final win over 
Slovakia but the impact of his time on the ice was critical to his team's 
success. Beck has adapted to his role and while Connor Bedard has 
gotten a lot of attention at this tournament, it's players like Beck who 
provide the extra value needed for team success. 

Canada didn't cash on the power play that Beck created. They finished 
the night 1-for-5, which was their worst performance at the tournament. 
What adjustments will they make against the Americans?  

"Just a little more puck movement," Othmann said. "Different goal-line 
looks, different looks up top and we want to have different options. We 
don't want to have [Bedard] always with the puck because they'll cheat 
up on him. We want different looks and different guys touching the puck 
a little bit." 

Canada has converted on 13 of 26 chances to lead the tournament with 
a 50 per-cent success rate. The United States have been shorthanded 
13 times and allowed just two goals. 

--- 

Bedard is dominating the coverage, but Boyd says don't overlook his 
linemate.  

"Overshadowed a little bit, also in our August tournament where he was a 
star and the engine of our team, is Logan Stankoven," he said. "On a 
night-to-night basis, the energy he brings and the enthusiasm is 
important. He made some big, big plays. He's been a real force for us." 

Stankoven is second on Canada with nine points.  

Guenther is also quietly going about his business with five goals, which is 
tied for second in the tournament.  

"He puts the puck in the net," Boyd said. "He's a goal scorer. That's what 
he does. It's not lost on us the fact he's scored some big goals at big 
times." 

Dach and Zach Dean turn 20 on Wednesday. The players serenaded 
their teammates with a rendition of 'Happy Birthday' during their morning 
walk. 

Projected Team Canada lineup for Wednesday's semifinal:  

Roy - Stankoven - Bedard  

Othmann - Wright - Guenther  

Dean - Gaucher - Ostapchuk  

Schaefer - Bankier - Fantilli  

Beck  

Del Mastro - Zellweger  

Allan - Clarke 

Hinds - Korchinski / Matier  

Milic starts  

Gaudreau  
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