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Max Pacioretty officially making Carolina Hurricanes debut against Nashville Predators 

By Chip Alexander 

Max Pacioretty is ready to play hockey again. 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday 
that the veteran forward, who has recovered from an Achilles 
tendon tear, would be in the lineup against the Nashville 
Predators in the game at PNC Arena and make his 
Hurricanes debut. 

The Hurricanes traded for Pacioretty in the offseason, 
working a July 19 deal with the Vegas Golden Knights and 
looking to add a proven scorer. Pacioretty, 34, suffered the 
Achilles injury in early August in an off-ice workout and 
underwent surgery. 

The belief initially was that Pacioretty might not be available 
until some time in February. But he began skating in 
December, joined the team practices in a yellow non-contact 
jersey, then switched to a normal jersey on Dec. 27. He was 
taken off Long Term Injured Reserve on Wednesday. 
Brind’Amour said he would temper his expectations for 
Pacioretty. 

“I’m not going to put too much on him,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He’ll get up to game speed as quickly as possible and then 
he’ll have the adjustment period of what we’re doing. I think 
that’s the biggest thing for him right now. Just get his feet 
under him and get back to playing in the NHL.” 

The game against Nashville will be Pacioretty’s first NHL 
game since April 29, 2022, when he had a goal and assist for 
the Golden Knights at St. Louis. 

Pacioretty had 19 goals and 37 points in39 regular-season 
games last season for Vegas. He has scored 30 or more 
goals six times and has 323 goals in his career. 

It’s that kind of steady production that the Canes will be 
counting on when Pacioretty is back at full speed. 

“We hope he will bring what he’s done his whole career (and) 
put the puck in the back of the net when he gets his 
chances,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s a goal scorer and you 
can’t have enough of that.” 

 
Canes unleash record barrage of shots, but Preds goalie stands tall in Nashville’s win 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes fans had several things to cheer 
Thursday at PNC Arena. 

Forward Max Pacioretty made his Hurricanes debut. That got 
a big hand. 

Canes forward Andrei Svechnikov was chosen for the 2023 
NHL All-Star Game. Another big hand. 

And Nino Niederreiter was making his return to PNC Arena 
with the Nashville Predators. The former Canes winger was 
given a video tribute that was well-received by an 
appreciative home crowd. 

What the crowd really wanted was to celebrate a victory, but 
that did not come as the Predators took a 5-3 victory and 
handed the Canes a second straight regulation defeat. 

The end result seemed almost inconceivable looking at the 
final statistics: the Canes with a franchise-record 67 shots 
against Preds goalie Juuse Saros. Carolina had 54 scoring 
chances, including 27 “high-danger” chances, according to 
Naturalstattrick.com. And scored three times. And lost. 

“We played a good game. I’m not going to put any negatives 
on this,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Aamour said. “You’ve got to 
win the game. We didn’t. You’ve got to bury those. 

“You’ve got to give credit where credit’s due. That guy played 
as good a game in the net as you’re ever going to see. 
That’s the story.” 

Saros’ 64 saves — 28 in the third period — were both a 
career high and franchise record, allowing Nashville to 
escape with the road win. Mark Jankowski’s deflection of a 
Ryan Johansen shot at 5:06 of the third gave the Preds (17-
14-6) the lead, and they sealed the win by killing off a penalty 
late in the third before an empty-net goal by Colton Sissons. 

The Canes (25-8-6) scored go-ahead goals three times in 
the first two periods — Paul Stastny, Brady Skjei and Jordan 
Staal converting. Three times, the Preds promptly tied it. 

Pacioretty, recovered from an Achilles tendon injury, got 
16:06 of ice time Thursday — 5:11 on the power play — in 
his first game, and played with some snarl. 

“He was better than I thought,” Brind’Amour said. “He looked 
like he was right away ready to go.” 

Other takeaways from the game  

▪ It will be Svechnikov’s first All-Star game appearance. 
Likely the first of several.  

▪ Saros played like an All-Star (He also was announced as a 
selection Thursday). His career high in saves before 
Thursday was 49 against Florida in 2021.  

▪ Didn’t take long for Pacioretty to get involved. His first shift 
as a Hurricanes came 1:30 into the game and was used on 
the first power-play unit, ripping a shot from the right circle. 
No. 67 plays with an edge. “He looked great. Big body, 
shoots the puck really hard, makes good plays,” Staal said. 
“Nice to see him back. He’ll be really good for us.”  
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▪ Stastny had an aggressive, active night, giving Saros fits 
around the crease. Stastny scored in the first and could have 
had a few more goals as he constantly got good position and 
good looks. Stastny lost his helmet in the Nashville zone 
during the third. But the veteran calmly collected it, then his 
stick and nearly set up a goal for the Canes. 

 ▪ Either Brady Skjei or Brett Pesce easily could be all-stars. 
Pesce’s sharp pass to Skjei and Skjei’s quick release in the 
slot gave the Canes a second-period goal, Skjei’s seventh. 
They work so well together. Pesce single-handedly defused 
a breakaway by Johansen late in the second, getting back to 
knock the puck away from behind.  

▪ Preds defenseman Mattias Ekholm, a big guy at 6-4 and 
215 pounds, tried to rough up Martin Necas and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi in the first period. At one point, Necas was 
knocked into the Nashville bench. Kotkaniemi later was 
called for embellishment after reacting to a hit from Ekholm. 

The thunderous boos from Canes fans were instant feedback 
on the call.  

▪ For those wondering, the 67 shots by the Canes topped the 
franchise record of 65 set in March 1984 when the Hartford 
Whalers beat Toronto 5-3.  

▪ Kochetkov gave up three goals on the first 12 shots he 
faced. He didn’t seal the short-side post on the first one and 
Filip Forsberg, an elite sniper, made him pay. The rookie did 
not look very comfortable in the crease.  

▪ The Canes never held a lead long. Three times, the Preds 
answered Carolina within a few minutes as Forsberg, 
Ekholm and Cody Glass scored. “We took a couple of 
breathers there where we didn’t quite bear down and boom, 
there’s the game,” Brind’Amour said. 

 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov selected for 2023 NHL All-Star Game 

By Chip Alexander 

Everyone seems to agree Andrei Svechnikov of the Carolina 
Hurricanes has the makings of an NHL star. 

Those in NHL hockey operations agree, selecting the power 
forward to represent the Hurricanes in the 2023 All-Star 
Game. For Svechnikov, 22, it will be his first all-star 
appearance. 

“It’s huge, kind of a dream to be there,” Svechnikov said 
Wednesday night. “As a kid I was watching that, and I would 
never think I was going to go there.” 

Svechnikov, who has a team-leading 19 goals for the 
Metropolitan Division leaders, will compete for the Metro 

division team. Other members of the Metro team announced 
Thursday: Sidney Crosby (Pittsburgh), Alex Ovechkin 
(Washington), Jack Hughes (New Jersey), Johnny Gaudreau 
(Columbus), Kevin Hayes (Philadelphia), Brock Nelson 
(Islanders). and Igor Shesterkin (Rangers). 

The other members of the Metro team and other divisional 
teams will be chosen by a fan vote that began Thursday 
night and runs through Jan 14. 

The 2023 All-Star Game will be held Feb. 4 in Sunrise, 
Florida, and hosted by the Florida Panthers. 

It will be a three-game tournament of 3-on-3 play. Each team 
will have nine skaters and two goalies. 

 

Hurricanes make accidental history when 67 shots aren’t enough against the Predators 

By Luke DeCock 

Allan Bester is now 58 years old. He finished up his hockey 
career some 25 years ago with the Orlando Solar Bears of 
the International Hockey League, where his general manager 
was one Don Waddell. 

Waddell, on Wednesday night, was seen striding grimly 
through the Carolina Hurricanes’ locker room at PNC Arena, 
where moments earlier on the ice, Bester had been wiped 
from the pages of that franchise’s record book. 

That’s how deep into the historical record this one went, a 
hockey game so outlandish, a result so freakish, it was less a 
statistical anomaly and more the precursor to an 
archaeological expedition. The last time the Hurricanes took 
this many shots, it was against Bester, in net for the Toronto 
Maple Leafs on March 15, 1984, against the Hartford 
Whalers. 

The Whalers won that night, scoring five goals on 65 shots 
for a 5-3 win. Later, as you may have heard, they packed up 

and moved south and won a Stanley Cup and engaged in 
jerkish behavior and so on. 

The Hurricanes took 67 on Wednesday, against Juuse Saros 
and the Nashville Predators, in a 5-3 loss. 

Gave up five goals on 25 shots, and lost.  

Scored three goals on a franchise-record 67 shots, and lost. 

And hey, if you think 1984 was a long time ago, Saros’ 64 
saves were tied for the second-most in a regulation game in 
NHL history. Nobody had made 60 saves in a game in more 
than 30 years. Say what you want about the Hurricanes’ 
inability to finish their chances — oh, when has anyone ever 
made that complaint about them? — but this was historic 
stuff. 

So historic, it was like an unscheduled throwback night to the 
first Paul Maurice era, although those teams would take four 
games to post this many shots. Great zone time! Ran into a 
hot goalie! 
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“Listen, we played a good game,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I’m not going to put any negative on this. 
You put up 70 shots, you’ve got to win the game. Now, we 
didn’t. You’ve got to bury those. What you’ve got to do is give 
credit where credit’s due. That guy played as good a game in 
the net as you’re ever going to see.” 

It got comical by the end. Andrei Svechnikov, newly anointed 
All-Star, tried his lacrosse move. He had eight shots and four 
high-danger chances all by himself. And he had a point-blank 
look at Saros in front in the final minutes. Saros somehow 
got a piece of it. 

“I kind of shot it and he saved it,” Svechnikov said. “He was 
unbelievable tonight.” 

There’s no language barrier or lack of imagination there. It 
was such an obvious chance, Svechnikov was basically out 
of words to describe something so simple. 

Still, three goals has been enough for the Hurricanes lately. 
Pyotr Kotchetkov wasn’t great, but he wasn’t terrible either. It 
took a team effort to lose this one. They lost track of red-hot 
Filip Forsberg on the power play. Got crossed up defending 
a faceoff. Three guys all thought the other two had the guy at 
the post, and Cody Glass may never be that open again. 
Throw in a tipped goal and an empty-netter, and that’s five. 

“We obviously played a good game,” Hurricanes captain 
Jordan Staal said. “We had the puck most of the game. It is 
what it is. We’ve got to keep creating that, try and create as 
much offense as we can, and keep the puck out of our net.” 

Not great. But the Hurricanes had the chances to score 15. It 
was only the fourth time in NHL history that a team had six or 
more players take six or more shots and the first time since 
1981. Only Jesperi Kotkaniemi failed to record a shot on 
goal, and even he was credited with three attempts blocked. 

“That’s just how it goes sometimes,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Again, that’s a tough loss because you should win that 
game. But I think the lesson is we took a couple breathers 
there, where we just didn’t quite bear down and boom, 
there’s the game. That’s hockey sometimes.” 

Sometimes. 

But not like this, not very often. Not in decades. While the 
Predators will probably hang a banner back in Nashville — 
64 saves! — Saros will be the age Bester is now in 2054. 
Bester occupied his little niche of the Hurricanes record book 
for almost 40 years, long enough for his minor-league 
general manager to become general manager of the 
franchise that once peppered him with 65 shots and, 
decades later, found a way to take 67 and lose. 

 

 

Hurricanes trade board 1.0: Is a No. 2 center needed, or just depth players? 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes have already established 
themselves as Stanley Cup contenders. Their recent 11-
game win streak catapulted them to the top of the 
Metropolitan Division, and now Max Pacioretty is on the cusp 
of making his Carolina debut. 

The team is three-deep in net as Frederik Andersen gets 
closer to returning, and even Ondrej Kase — who has been 
out with a concussion since playing in the season opener — 
is ramping up his on-ice activity. 

So what are Carolina’s needs ahead of the March 3 trade 
deadline, which is suddenly less than two months away? 

The Athletic’s NHL trade board gives an idea of what might 
be out there and mesh with what the Hurricanes could 
pursue. 

A No. 2 center 

I’m not convinced Carolina is all that interested in taking a 
run at a big-name center to bolster its second line. But if they 
are, there are some intriguing names. 

Bo Horvat, Vancouver 

Cap hit: $5.5 million though 2022-23 

28 goals, 14 assists through 37 games 

No. 1 on The Athletic trade board 

Jonathan Toews, Chicago 

Cap hit: $10.5 million through 2022-23 

11 goals, 9 assists through 36 games 

No. 5 on The Athletic trade board 

Ryan O’Reilly, St. Louis 

Cap hit: $7.5 million through 2022-23 

10 goals, 6 assists through 37 games 

No. 7 on The Athletic trade board 

These are three high-priced options that would require two 
things the Hurricanes either don’t have or don’t want to part 
with: cap space and multiple assets. 

Toews and O’Reilly would be pure rentals and likely not of 
interest to Carolina for what they would cost and the 
maneuvering necessary to get them under the cap. 

Horvat is a bit different because he has a more manageable 
cap hit and is only 27 — making him an option to re-sign if he 
proved to be a fit. But even that is complicated. It would 
jeopardize re-signing Sebastian Aho after next season and 
also likely mean finding a way to shed Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s 
contract or parting ways with Jordan Staal. 
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In the end, I think Carolina will stick with what they have, 
whether it’s Kotkaniemi or Paul Stastny playing significant 
center minutes or even trying Martin Necas out in the middle 
if necessary. 

Depth forward 

GM Don Waddell mentioned during a radio spot this week 
that the team will likely only be looking for depth at the 
deadline. With Pacioretty returning, there’s really no room for 
a top-six winger even if Necas was moved to the middle. And 
if Kase keeps trending in the right direction, that’s another 
winger who can move up and down the lineup. 

Carolina could either go pure rental here, as they did last 
year by adding Max Domi, or take a longer-term view. 

Trevor Lewis, Calgary 

Cap hit: $800,000 through 2022-23 

7 goals, 5 assists through 39 games 

The Flames fancied themselves contenders, but they’ve 
struggled. If they slide out of playoff contention, Lewis will 
probably be in demand because of his experience. Yes, he’s 
35, but Lewis is a high-energy player who would fit well on 
Carolina’s fourth line if needed, and the cost to get the two-
time Stanley Cup winner shouldn’t be exorbitant. 

Andrei Kuzmenko, Vancouver 

Cap hit: $950,000 through 2022-23 

15 goals, 17 assists through 36 games 

The Canucks of course want to keep Kuzmenko, who has 
had a spectacular first NHL season after coming over from 
Russia. But if Vancouver finds it is unable to make headway 
in negotiations with the 26-year-old, there will be a rush to try 
and get him. His numbers are skewed — he’s scoring on 
nearly a quarter of his shots — but he’s proven he can play 
in the NHL. He’ll get overpaid on his next deal so signing him 
long-term seems unlikely, but he’s a solid rental option if the 
price stays below a first-round pick. 

Ryan Lomberg, Florida 

Cap hit: $800,000 through 2023-24 

4 goals, 5 assists through 39 games 

Lomberg is a downright pest who finishes every check and 
plays with boundless energy. If the Panthers fizzle out of the 
playoff race, he could be an option worth considering. If 
there’s one thing the Hurricanes lack, it’s some bite. They 
tried to add some grit over the summer by pursuing Mason 
Marchment before losing out on him to Dallas. Lomberg can’t 
match that kind of skill, but he is a relentless forechecker and 
undersized physical presence. Of course, Carolina already 
has a player like that in prospect Jamieson Rees waiting in 
the wings, so adding Lomberg — who has another year on 
his contract — might be overkill. 

Garnet Hathaway, Washington 

Cap hit: $1.5 million through 2022-23 

4 goals, 6 assists through 40 games 

The Capitals are in the playoff hunt now, but if things go 
sideways, Hathaway could be a guy on the move. He’s a big, 
right-handed winger who can play the role of agitator and will 
fight when needed. He’s not the most fleet of foot, but he’s 
not a bad 13th forward to carry on your roster. 

Noel Acciari, St. Louis 

Cap hit: $1.25 million through 2022-23 

9 goals, 6 assists through 38 games 

Acciari could bring a few needed skills to the Hurricanes. 
Like Lomberg, he’s a wrecking ball on the ice and can score 
from time to time. He’s also a right-handed center — 
something that is lacking on Carolina’s roster outside of 
Derek Stepan. He hasn’t been much of a playoff performer, 
but he could be a good option if more physicality is needed in 
the lineup. 

Other forwards to watch: Ivan Barbashev, St. Louis; Nick 
Bjugstad, Arizona; Pius Suter, Detroit 

Depth defenseman 

The Hurricanes’ top four is locked in. Unless Carolina was to 
suffer an injury to a player in its top two pairings, the need on 
defense is third-pairing depth. There are a couple of ways 
the Hurricanes could go with this. One consideration is 
getting someone who can run the second power-play unit, 
taking that responsibility off Brett Pesce’s plate. The other is 
pursuing more of a defensive defenseman, someone who 
can add snarl and penalty-killing acumen to the lineup. 

John Klingberg, Anaheim 

Cap hit: $7 million through 2022-23 

4 goals, 7 assists through 31 games 

No. 6 on The Athletic trade board 

Signed this offseason to be flipped at the deadline, Klingberg 
has struggled with the Ducks. Carolina has had interest in 
the past, but the combination of cap expense and concern 
that Klingberg has gone belly-up means the Hurricanes may 
no longer have him on their radar. That said, Carolina has 
shown it likes depreciated assets, and if the price is right he 
could be an option to run the second power play. Klingberg’s 
hefty contract will be an issue for any suitor without a third 
team carrying some bags of cash off his cap hit. 

Vladislav Gavrikov, Columbus 

Cap hit: $2.8 million through 2022-23 

2 goals, 7 assists through 36 games 

No. 9 on The Athletic trade board 

Gavrikov has kept his head above water while playing an 
oversized role on a depleted Blue Jackets defense. He is 
capable of playing big minutes, is third in the league in 
penalty-kill time on ice and has some offensive skill. The 
Hurricanes waited out Columbus last year and got Domi at a 
discount, but Gavrikov will be hotly pursued. 

Shayne Gostisbehere, Arizona 

Cap hit: $4.5 million through 2022-23 
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9 goals, 17 assists through 36 games 

No. 12 on The Athletic trade board 

Gostisbehere is kind of a Tony DeAngelo Lite — instant 
offense but suspect defense. If the Hurricanes decide a 
priority is a defender to quarterback the second power-play 
unit, then Gostisbehere makes sense. His underlying 
numbers have been good most of his career, but no one will 
confuse him with Jaccob Slavin in his own end. 

Joel Edmundson, Montreal 

Cap hit: $3.5 million through 2023-24 

1 goal, 4 assists through 28 games 

No. 18 on The Athletic trade board 

Edmundson had his best statistical season in Carolina before 
cashing in with the Canadiens. The deal hasn’t panned out 
for Montreal, but Edmundson’s size, toughness and 
experience will make him attractive at the deadline even 
though he has another year on his contract. The Hurricanes 
would know what they’re getting with Edmundson, and his 
penalty killing would help a unit that hasn’t been as good this 
season as during the rest of coach Rod Brind’Amour’s 
tenure. His injury problems since signing with Montreal are a 
red flag, considering the extra year on his contract. 

Dmitry Kulikov, Anaheim 

Cap hit: $2.25 million through 2022-23 

2 goals, 7 assists through 38 games 

Kulikov is in his 14th season but is still only 32 years old. He 
never turned into the offensive defenseman some expected, 
but Kulikov has made a career of being steady and reliable in 
his own end while logging nearly 20 minutes a night in 800-
plus NHL games. He wouldn’t be expected to play that much 
on the Hurricanes’ third pairing, but he would provide another 
option and depth that is otherwise lacking. 

Radko Gudas, Florida 

Cap hit: $2.5 million though 2022-23 

2 goals, 4 assists through 29 games 

Like with Lomberg, this would require the Panthers becoming 
sellers at the deadline. But if it’s physicality and toughness 
the Hurricanes crave on defense at the deadline, Gudas has 
both in spades. He also has an underrated shot at the point 
and could benefit from fewer defensive zone starts than he’s 
gotten throughout his career. The question is if the good (grit 
and toughness) outweighs the bad (untimely penalties) with 
Gudas. 

Other defensemen to watch: Luke Schenn, Vancouver; Kevin 
Shattenkirk, Anaheim; Trevor van Riemsdyk, Washington 

 

NHL offseason acquisitions review: Which moves have aged the best and worst? 

By Harman Dayal 

The offseason is when NHL GMs make their highest 
leverage bets. It’s a manager’s chance to finally weaponize 
cap flexibility, trade chips, dip into the free-agent market and 
engage in a lubricated trade market to execute on the 
blueprint they have. This is when a shrewd GM will pick up 
Devon Toews for a pair of second-round picks to set up a 
future championship or conversely when a manager will 
doom his franchise’s outlook by recklessly trading assets for 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson. 

We’re approaching the halfway point of the 2022-23 season 
which seems like a convenient time to re-evaluate every 
club’s biggest offseason acquisitions. The goal of this piece 
isn’t to identify the most impactful additions (we won’t be 
covering low-risk or bargain moves like Dominik Kubalik for 
example), but rather to audit teams’ most expensive 
investments via trade or signings to see whether they’ve 
panned out or not. 

Half a season obviously doesn’t suffice as the final verdict for 
an acquisition, especially as players acclimate to new cities, 
teammates and coaches, but it’s enough of a sample to 
reflect on the early return on investment. Let’s dive in. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Big investments: Ryan Strome ($5 million cap hit x five 
years), John Klingberg ($7 million cap hit x one year), Frank 
Vatrano ($3.65 million x three years) 

Early return: The Ducks needed lucrative additions just to hit 
the salary cap floor and settled on signing a flurry of high-end 
secondary pieces in free agency. 

Strome’s production is down as he’s on pace for 19 goals 
and 41 points. That’s a little underwhelming considering his 
contract but he doesn’t have legitimate top-six weapons on 
his wing, compared to his time in New York when he was 
riding shotgun with Artemi Panarin. 

Klingberg’s been a massive disappointment. He’s notched 
just 11 points in 31 games after nearly hitting 50 points last 
season. Klingberg was demoted to the second unit of a 
miserable Ducks power play and has struggled defensively, 
outscored 34-15 during his five-on-five minutes. He’s only on 
a one-year deal so there’s no downside risk for the Ducks 
but it will limit the return they get for him at the trade 
deadline. 

Vatrano’s on pace for 32 points but just six goals. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Big investments: None 

Early return: Arizona’s only offseason investment that moved 
the needle big picture was weaponizing cap space to acquire 
draft picks by absorbing Zack Kassian and Patrik Nemeth’s 
inefficient contracts. 

Boston Bruins 
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Big investments: Pavel Zacha (acquired in exchange for Erik 
Haula) 

Early return: Does David Krejci technically count as an 
acquisition after his one-year hiatus from the NHL? He’s 
been great in any case, producing 28 points in 32 games. 

Zacha’s been a perfect fit as a plug-and-play top-nine piece, 
primarily playing wing but also lining up at center on 
occasion. He’s been a heavy, versatile player and has added 
crucial secondary offense. Zacha’s 17 five-on-five points 
rank third best on the Bruins behind only David Pastrnak and 
Taylor Hall. The Bruins have been overly reliant on the top 
line to score in years past but Zacha’s successful arrival has 
helped Boston strengthen its middle-six attack. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Big investments: Ilya Lyubushkin ($2.75 million x two years) 

Early return: $2.75 million was always going to be a steep 
cap hit for Lyubushkin, a third-pair defender, and he hasn’t 
given the Sabres the stability on the back end they were 
hoping for. Lyubushkin’s averaged a tick under 15 minutes in 
a bottom-pair role and owns the worst five-on-five shot 
attempt and scoring chance share among Buffalo defenders. 
He’s certainly added brash physicality but he’s also taken a 
number of undisciplined penalties. 

Hopefully he can find more consistency as he becomes fully 
healthy (he’s only played 22 games because of injuries). The 
contract isn’t a big deal in the grand scheme of things though 
because the Sabres limited the term to just two years and 
have oodles of cap space. 

Calgary Flames 

Big investments: Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie 
Weegar (acquired along with a first-round pick and Cole 
Schwindt in exchange for Matthew Tkachuk), Nazem Kadri 
($7 million x seven years) 

Early return: Huberdeau, fresh off a 115-point campaign, was 
expected to replace some of the game-breaking offensive 
electricity that Johnny Gaudreau and Tkachuk left behind. 
Instead, Huberdeau’s on pace for just 57 points, which is 
concerning because his eight-year extension carrying a 
$10.5 million cap hit hasn’t even kicked in yet. 

Weegar’s point totals are significantly down as well but he’s 
delivered commanding two-way results, with Calgary 
controlling 59.6 percent of five-on-five shot attempts with him 
on the ice. 

Kadri, meanwhile, has been an excellent fit. He’s scored 14 
goals and 29 points in 39 games and the Flames believe 
he’s added real swagger to the team. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Big investments: Brent Burns (acquired in exchange for 
Steven Lorentz, Eetu Makiniemi and a third-round pick), Max 
Pacioretty 

Early return: The gamble for Carolina in acquiring Burns 
wasn’t so much the acquisition cost but the contract, with the 
Canes owing the 37-year-old $5.28 million for three seasons. 
Burns has fit admirably, replacing Tony DeAngelo’s 
supporting role on the top pair alongside Jaccob Slavin. The 

Slavin-Burns pair has controlled 63 percent of five-on-five 
shot attempts and a plus-five goal differential. 

Burns is on pace for 60 points and while the power play’s 
struggled under his watch, that’s more the forwards’ fault. 
He’s an upgrade on DeAngelo — bigger, more disciplined, 
more reliable defensively and more experienced. 

Max Pacioretty’s on the cusp of making his season debut 
after his torn Achilles. The Hurricanes’ lack of offense has 
cost them multiple times in the playoffs so his talent as a top-
flight goal scorer will be needed. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Big investments: Max Domi ($3 million x one year), Andreas 
Athanasiou ($3 million x one year) 

Early return: Chicago stripped a ton of talent off its roster in 
the offseason and the only notable replacements they 
brought in were players on one-year deals with the hope they 
could be flipped at the trade deadline for assets. 

Domi’s centered Patrick Kane and is second on the Hawks 
with 25 points in 37 games. He’s been full value offensively 
though he’s struggled to drive play. Domi should net a 
modest pick at the deadline which will make this signing a 
tidy piece of work for GM Kyle Davidson. 

Athanasiou’s only chipped in with 12 points so the interest in 
him at the deadline will likely be very limited. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Big investments: Alexandar Georgiev (acquired in exchange 
for two third-round picks and a fifth-round pick) 

Early return: With Philipp Grubauer, Darcy Kuemper and 
now Georgiev, the Avalanche have consistently nailed their 
starting goaltender bets. Georgiev was a peculiar gamble in 
the offseason considering he’d never been a starter and only 
posted an .898 save percentage in 33 games for the 
Rangers in 2021-22, but he’s been a crucial stabilizing force 
for a Colorado team that’s been crushed by injuries. 

Georgiev’s cooled off recently after a dominant start, but he’s 
still sporting a .915 save percentage. Colorado’s ability to 
identify and land an average starter is impressive 
considering how few quality goaltenders were available in 
the market relative to demand in the offseason. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Big investments: Johnny Gaudreau ($9.75 million x seven 
years), Erik Gudbranson ($4 million x four years) 

Early return: The Blue Jackets have been a disaster this year 
but none of that is a reflection on Gaudreau. He has been by 
far the Blue Jackets’ best player despite having little talent 
around him (especially because of the time Patrik Laine and 
Zach Werenski have missed because of injury) and adjusting 
to a constantly rotating cast of linemates. Despite that, he’s 
still clicking at just over a point per game. 

Gudbranson, on the other hand, looks like a regrettable 
signing. He played well in a bottom-pairing role for the 
Flames last year and adds physicality and bite that the Blue 
Jackets were sorely missing, but he’s paid way too much for 
too long. Gudbranson’s driven a paltry 37 percent expected 
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goal share and has been outscored by 17 goals at five-on-
five. He’s not a top-four quality defender and his rich contract 
was one of the most puzzling signings of the 2022 offseason. 

Dallas Stars 

Big investments: Mason Marchment ($4.5 million x four 
years), Nils Lundkvist (acquired in exchange for a first- and 
fourth-round pick) 

Early return: Marchment and Lundkvist have both performed 
in line with what the Stars were hoping for. 

Marchment was hot out of the gates on a line with Tyler 
Seguin. His production has slowed down lately, but he’s 
been effective on a line that’s produced overall with Jamie 
Benn and Wyatt Johnston. Marchment’s on pace for 44 
points which is the type of secondary scoring the Stars 
needed beyond their electric top line. 

Lundkvist had some growing pains early and hasn’t been a 
dynamic offensive threat yet, but his defensive game has 
been a lot steadier than advertised and he’s driven decent 
two-way results. He’s flashed serious potential and found his 
groove over the last month or so predominantly playing on a 
pair with Miro Heiskanen. That’s solid progress for a right-
shot defender who’s still only 22 and navigating his first 
season as an everyday player. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Big investments: Andrew Copp ($5.625 million x five years), 
Ben Chiarot ($4.75 million x four years), David Perron ($4.75 
million x two years), Ville Husso ($4.75 million x three years) 

Early return: Detroit was the busiest team in free agency 
which has been a driver for the club’s rise in the standings. 
Husso was dominant through his first 20 starts and has been 
well above average overall. Perron’s been worth every penny 
as well, scoring 12 goals and 27 points in 36 games. 

Copp and Chiarot’s early results aren’t pretty though. 

Chiarot’s brought his patented physicality and has made 
defensive stops but his two-way play-driving results leave a 
lot to be desired and the Red Wings have been outscored 
32-23 when he’s been on the ice at five-on-five. He just didn’t 
really click on the top pair with Moritz Seider and the two 
have been separated recently. 

Copp’s on pace for 45 points and he’s been tasked with 
some of the tough matchups load, but his defensive results 
are sorely lacking. He’s controlled just 39 percent of the five-
on-five scoring chances, unable to drive play in the right 
direction. Copp’s coming off abdominal surgery so that’s 
important context and perhaps a reason to believe his form 
will improve, but so far he hasn’t delivered the high-end 
impact that the team paid for. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Big investments: Jack Campbell ($5 million x five years) 

Early return: Campbell’s signing has been a disaster for the 
Oilers. He’s posted an .877 save percentage in 17 games, 
and surrendered 11.9 goals more than expected according to 
Evolving-Hockey. 

Campbell’s struggles aren’t just limited to this season, they 
date back to the second half of 2021-22. There are 54 NHL 
goaltenders who played at least 25 games in the calendar 
year of 2022 and Campbell ranks second last with an .886 
save percentage in 44 games. 

The soon-to-be 31-year-old is very streaky — he was playing 
at a near-Vezina level in the first half of 2021-22 — and was 
mostly fine during his time with the Leafs so you have to 
hope this is just a slump. Stuart Skinner’s emergence gives 
Campbell some time to sort his game out but for now, the 
latter’s contract looks like a potential albatross. 

Florida Panthers 

Big investments: Matthew Tkachuk (acquired in exchange for 
Jonathan Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar, a first-round pick 
and Cole Schwindt) 

Early return: How many people could have predicted that the 
Panthers would be this disappointing despite Tkachuk being 
this dominant? 

Tkachuk’s clicking at a 45-goal, 107-point pace. There’s a 
16-point gap between him and the next highest point-
producing Panther. He’s been everything Florida could have 
asked for and arguably more considering how the top talent 
around him has underperformed. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Big investments: Kevin Fiala (acquired in exchange for a 
first-round pick and Brock Faber) 

Early return: Fiala has looked outstanding for the Kings and 
the organization is equally thrilled with his impact. 

Fiala has a nine-point lead on the Kings’ scoring race, on 
pace for 78 points. He’s been the game-breaker they 
desperately needed with his knack for singlehandedly driving 
offense. Fiala’s been lethal at both even strength and on the 
power play, contributing to all three lines and producing 
regardless of whether he’s played with top-flight linemates or 
not. 

Minnesota Wild 

Big investments: Filip Gustavsson (acquired in exchange for 
Cam Talbot) 

Early return: After drama and controversy, the Wild decided 
to move on from Talbot, who was solid through 49 games in 
2021-22. It was a gutsy decision by GM Bill Guerin because 
the club needed a quality No. 2 to support Marc-Andre 
Fleury, who at 38 years old certainly wasn’t going to make 
60-plus starts. 

Betting on Gustavsson seemed like a risk because he’d yet 
to even establish himself as a full-time NHL goaltender. But 
Gustavsson’s been fantastic so far, posting a .924 save 
percentage through 15 games. The 24-year-old is 
significantly younger and cheaper than Talbot which also 
allows the organization tons of time to develop top 
goaltending prospect Jesper Wallstedt in Iowa. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Big investments: Kirby Dach (acquired in exchange for No. 
13 and No. 66 picks), Mike Matheson (acquired in exchange 
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for Jeff Petry), Sean Monahan (Flames added a first-round 
pick as a sweetener) 

Early return: Dach’s been excellent for the Canadiens; his 
potential and play-driving ability unlocked with his transition 
to the wing. The 21-year-old has slowed down recently, 
along with the whole club, but he’s on pace for 49 points and 
has been most dangerous on the top line with Nick Suzuki 
and Cole Caufield. Dach hasn’t just been a passenger, he’s 
legitimately elevated that line. 

Dach's impact on MTL top line 

Caufield-Suzuki-Dach 

302 mins  

52.6%  

49.2% 

Caufield + Suzuki without Dach 

157 mins 

42.5% 

29.3% 

Matheson’s appeared in just 10 games this season as he’s 
been plagued by injuries. 

Monahan’s been a shrewd acquisition. Not only did the 
Canadiens pick up a first-round pick for taking the final year 
of his $6 million cap hit on, but with 17 points in 25 games, 
he’s rehabilitating his value. He’s been hurt recently but is 
expected back soon. If he can pick up where he left off, the 
Canadiens could net another asset by flipping him as a rental 
at the deadline. 

Nashville Predators 

Big investments: Ryan McDonagh (acquired in exchange for 
Philippe Myers and Grant Mismash), Nino Niederreiter ($4 
million x two years) 

Early return: McDonagh’s a warrior and one of the league’s 
best shutdown defensemen over the last handful of seasons, 
but acquiring his contract just didn’t make sense for the 
Predators. The 33-year-old has four years left at a $6.75 
million cap hit, which adds another expensive, risky contract 
for a team that’s floundering in mediocrity and should build 
for the future. 

Niederreiter, on the other hand, has chipped in with 12 goals 
in 36 games, adding solid middle-six value on a short-term 
commitment. 

New Jersey Devils 

Big investments: Ondrej Palat ($6 million x five years), John 
Marino (acquired in exchange for Ty Smith and a third-round 
pick), Vitek Vanecek (acquired in exchange for a third-round 
pick, swapped seconds) 

Early return: Marino’s been a two-way rock on New Jersey’s 
blue line. He’s been a high-end play driver, is young and is 
locked up long-term which means the club doesn’t need to 
pay for pending UFA Damon Severson. 

Vanecek’s finally given the Devils credible goaltending, going 
14-5-2 with a .914 save percentage. The modest acquisition 
cost and $3.4 million cap hit for three seasons is a cherry on 
top. 

Palat’s played just six games so far due to injury but his 
championship pedigree and two-way chops will be vital for 
this young team. 

New York Islanders 

Big investments: Alexander Romanov (acquired in exchange 
for No. 13 pick) 

Early return: The Islanders needed young, top-four talent and 
bet on Romanov to be the answer. Romanov’s been a solid 
second-pair contributor and while there are details to iron out 
in his game — he’s prone to making mistakes — he has time 
to polish his game. The 22-year-old left-shot defender has 
averaged over 20 minutes per night, has complemented 
Noah Dobson well and is a complete throwback with his 
thunderous hitting ability. 

New York Rangers 

Big investments: Vincent Trocheck ($5.625 million x seven 
years) 

Early return: Trocheck didn’t have instant chemistry with 
Artemi Panarin, which forced Gerard Gallant to shuttle 
Panarin up and down the lineup, but aside from that he’s 
been a strong addition and a definite upgrade on Ryan 
Strome. 

The scrappy, high-motor centre has scored 13 goals and 30 
points in 39 games, made a solid defensive impact and been 
an ace in the faceoff circle. He’d have even more goals to his 
name if he wasn’t tied with Connor McDavid for the NHL lead 
in hitting the post nine times. 

Trocheck’s been worth every penny as New York’s second-
line centre. 

Ottawa Senators 

Big investments: Alex DeBrincat (acquired in exchange for 
No. 7 pick, a second-round pick and a third-round pick), 
Claude Giroux ($6.5 million x three years), Cam Talbot 
(acquired in exchange for Filip Gustavsson) 

Early return: DeBrincat isn’t on the elite goal-scoring tear he 
was on the last two years, on pace for 28 goals this season, 
but he’s still driven a ton of offense. He’s on pace for 77 
points which is right around what he produced in 2021-22. 
That’s not too shabby at all considering some of the 
questions about how he’d look without Patrick Kane. 

Giroux’s been excellent for the Senators. He’s tied with Tim 
Stützle for a team-leading 15 goals and is on pace for 77 
points just like DeBrincat. 

Talbot’s been a little bit more up and down, but he’s mostly 
been solid. The 35-year-old owns a .911 save percentage 
and has saved 3.6 goals above expected according to 
Evolving-Hockey. 

Philadelphia Flyers 
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Big investments: Tony DeAngelo (acquired in exchange for a 
second-, third- and fourth-round pick) 

Early return: DeAngelo’s been pretty much exactly what the 
Flyers should have expected. He’s driven a lot of offense, 
scoring at a 54-point pace, which is impressive considering 
the lack of scoring talent around him but he’s been 
predictably awful defensively. DeAngelo’s averaged more 
than 24 minutes per game, but he’s been overmatched in 
that role, driving just a 42.1 percent share of five-on-five 
scoring chances. 

The baffling part about this move isn’t the player itself but the 
lack of long-term vision. There’s no way a team as bad as 
the Flyers should have surrendered three draft picks for a 
win-now player. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Big investments: Jeff Petry (acquired in exchange for Mike 
Matheson and a fourth-round pick), Jan Rutta ($2.75 million 
x three years) 

Early return: Petry got off to a really slow start but was 
rebounding well before he got injured. He’s been a bit 
lackadaisical with the puck at times but he’s chipped in with 
12 points in 28 games, performed reliably defensively and 
drove strong underlying results with a 54.5 percent expected 
goal share at five-on-five. If he can stay healthy and if the 
slow start was just an adjustment period, he can be the high-
end difference maker the Penguins were hoping for. 

Rutta’s been a good signing. He’s been an understated but 
sturdy defensive presence, especially helping out the 
Penguins’ net-front coverage which used to be a significant 
concern. 

San Jose Sharks 

Big investments: Luke Kunin (acquired in exchange for a 
third-round pick and John Leonard) 

Early return: Kunin’s had a modest impact, adding five goals 
and 13 points in 31 games, but he hasn’t moved the needle 
and has had a negative impact on driving play and 
controlling two-way results. The Sharks mostly just tinkered 
around the edges last offseason though with Nico Sturm 
standing out as a bargain contributor. 

Seattle Kraken 

Big investments: Andre Burakovsky ($5.5 million x five 
years), Oliver Bjorkstrand (acquired in exchange for a third- 
and fourth-round pick), Justin Schultz ($3 million x two years) 

Early return: Burakovsky’s made an immediate impact, 
leading the Kraken with 28 points in 36 games. He’s been ice 
cold lately with three points in his last 13 games, and he’s 
barely noticeable when he’s not producing, but he’s always 
been a streaky player and his overall production has been up 
to par this season. 

Bjorkstrand, on the other hand, has been a disappointment. 
He’s consistently scored at a 25-30 goal pace in his career 
but has just five goals through 36 games so far. The good 
news is that Bjorkstrand’s shot rate hasn’t slipped at all and 
he’s been the victim of just a 5.3 percent shooting clip, which 

is less than half his career average, so he should be due for 
some more shooting luck. 

Schultz has provided good value in a bounce-back season, 
chipping in with 19 points in 34 games. 

St. Louis Blues 

Big investments: None 

Early return: St. Louis didn’t have the cap space to spend 
lavishly last summer. The Blues made some depth signings, 
but their biggest investment was re-signing trade deadline 
acquisition Nick Leddy for four years at a $4 million cap hit. 
Leddy’s a useful player and the Blues were lacking on the 
blue line but this was a clear overpay and it hasn’t panned 
out, especially because it meant letting Perron walk. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Big investments: Ian Cole ($3 million x one year) 

Early return: Extending Nick Paul ($3.15 million x seven 
years) was the Lightning’s biggest move aside from 
jettisoning McDonagh’s contract. Paul’s been an extremely 
valuable Swiss Army knife player and has added a surprising 
amount of offense with 14 goals and 22 points in 37 games. 
Cole was signed to a modest one-year deal to replace some 
of the veteran minutes on the blue line and he’s been 
effective. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Big investments: Matt Murray (Senators added a third- and 
seventh-round pick as a sweetener), Calle Jarnkrok ($2.1 
million x four years) 

Early return: Murray and Ilya Samsonov have both been 
excellent between the pipes. The difference is that 
Samsonov was a low-risk signing at just $1.8 million for one 
season, whereas Murray was a high-leverage, risky gamble 
with a cap hit just north of $4.6 million for this season and 
next. Murray’s injury history and lackluster play with the 
Senators, which included a brief AHL demotion last season, 
made many people skeptical about this move. But Murray’s 
been solid despite missing early time with injury, registering 
a .920 save percentage in 14 games. 

Jarnkrok’s been an extremely versatile fit, able to play all 
three forward positions and slide up and down the lineup. 
He’s added wheels, two-way dependability and has heated 
up offensively after a slow start, up to eight goals and 16 
points in 31 games. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Big investments: Ilya Mikheyev ($4.75 million AAV x four 
years) 

Early return: In a vacuum, Ilya Mikheyev has been full value 
for the Canucks. He’s meshed well with Elias Pettersson, 
flashed his speed and is up to 12 goals and 22 points in 34 
games. We haven’t seen Mikheyev’s high-end two-way 
impact quite yet, but he’s at least been reliable enough to not 
make catastrophic turnovers or defensive lapses which many 
of Vancouver’s other forwards are susceptible to. 

There’s nothing wrong with the player or contract, but the 
signing doesn’t make sense for a team like the Canucks that 
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should be rebuilding. Vancouver already had excess money 
tied up on the wings and needed to have its eyes on building 
for the future rather than making significant long-term 
signings. 

Andrei Kuzmenko’s been a fantastic addition with 32 points 
in 36 games, but that was only on a one-year ELC, so it 
wasn’t a big investment so much as it was a good recruiting 
job. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Big investments: None 

Early return: Vegas was stuck in cap hell which made it 
impossible to make any splashy acquisitions. They did spend 
some of their precious, limited money on extending Reilly 
Smith for three years, which has worked out so far as the 
veteran winger has 18 goals and 28 points through 40 
games. 

Washington Capitals 

Big investments: Darcy Kuemper ($5.25 million x five years), 
Dylan Strome ($3.5 million x one year), Connor Brown 
(acquired in exchange for a second-round pick) 

Early return: Kuemper’s provided exactly the kind of stability 
the Capitals needed between the pipes. He’s put up a .916 
save percentage and saved 8.1 goals above expected, one 
of the main catalysts for why the Capitals have excelled 
despite being riddled with injuries. 

Strome’s injected cost-effective offense, excelling as a 
stopgap through Nicklas Backstrom’s absence, contributing 
28 points in 40 games. 

GM Brian MacLellan had one hell of a summer when you 
couple those bigger bets with the low-key wins like Charlie 
Lindgren, Erik Gustafsson and Sonny Milano. 

Brown, unfortunately, played just four games before suffering 
an injury that’s going to sideline him indefinitely. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Big investments: None 

Early return: The Jets essentially ran back the same core as 
last year, which makes this season’s success all the more 
impressive. Rick Bowness has been a slam dunk behind the 
bench, adding the kind of structure and connectivity that 
eluded the club under Paul Maurice. 

 

NHL style power rankings: ‘Bear Grylls’ appears, Sabres rally around Damar Hamlin 

By Rhiannon Walker 

Welcome to 2023 and a very Happy New Year to all! We’re 
already off to a hot start around the NHL, as players clearly 
put some thought into getting their best outfits together when 
the clock struck midnight on Jan. 1. 

There’s a little bit of everything from the last two weeks. We 
had some strong finishes to close out the holidays. There’s a 
chance I used my James Bond reference a touch too soon. 
One player looks like he came out of the forest in his Sunday 
best — see below to understand I’m not exaggerating. And 
the Buffalo Sabres show the collective fortitude of their city 
and the way that their town always shows up for theirs 
whenever anything happens in the community. 

To get more stories like this delivered to your feed, follow 
our Culture vertical. 

10. Mitch Marner 

Welcome to the 6, as Toronto native, rapper and October’s 
Very Own (OVO) founder Drake regularly says on his tracks. 
The Toronto Maple Leafs forward is sporting the OVO/Faze 
Clan Varsity Jacket, which says “The New Athletes” on the 
back. I don’t have many opportunities to talk about my deep 
love for bomber and varsity jackets with the NHL style 
rankings, but I’m here for more NHL players getting into their 
bag in this area. He breaks out the red, white and black lows, 
because the jacket has flashes of red, and it’s very well 
done. I usually expect a strong sneaker game from Auston 
Matthews, but I would enjoy seeing more players show off 

their kicks and especially if they’re going to do it with this 
much finesse. 

9. Alex Newhook 

We’re here for the brimmed hat, and the brimmed hat only. 
No tie, no socks and no problem, as the Colorado Avalanche 
center breezes in with his head-turning centerpiece. Of 
course, the cobalt blue suit is fantastic. As is pairing the hat 
with the black vest and shoes, and opting for a white pocket 
square to go with the dress shirt. The hat is what really 
elevates this particular fit, though. 

8. Victor Hedman 

I really love that as a society we’re eschewing the whole no 
white after Labor Day “rule.” Plus, when you’re one of the 
best defensemen of this generation and find yourself at No. 
52 on The Athletic’s NHL 99 rankings, you’re allowed to wear 
whatever you want. As I often quote, “You do what you want, 
when you’re poppin’.” This is a dapper fit by the Tampa Bay 
Lightning leader. The pinstripe shirt is a great decision and 
works in unison with the beige three-piece suit, while the 
black tie and dress shoes round out the ensemble. 

7. Nick Jensen 

Not everyday that I see an all-velvet suit — as you all will see 
below. The Washington Capitals defenseman gets the nod 
for that intriguing dark-brown paisley suit jacket he wore. The 
details jump out immediately. The texture in the coat is very 
obvious. I love the velvet component to add even more 
elements to an otherwise suit outfit, and my only critique is to 
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give me a tie with a similar color or texture pattern. Let’s take 
it all the way in this new year! 

6. Nikita Zadorov & the Calgary Flames 

Maybe I should’ve saved my James Bond reference for this 
particular photoset. I can’t make the same jokes and 
observations every two weeks, you know? And right now, I’m 
looking at the Flames defenseman and center Mikael 
Backlund and thinking they may have deserved that nod a 
little more. But! We move, and what we have before us is a 
strong team effort to dress sharply for 2023. Zadorov, who 
doesn’t ever really miss, comes in with a deep evergreen 
velvet suit jacket and the black bowtie, while Backlund goes 
with the exact same concept, except his velvet suit jacket is 
pitch black. While center Jonathan Huberdeau tries stealing 
the show later in the slideshow with his three-piece copper 
suit and soft gold tie. 

5. Adam Lowry 

This level of color symmetry is so pleasing, and the Winnipeg 
Jets knew it when he strolled in. That is the gait of someone 
who knows they nailed the first catwalk of the new year. 
Seriously, check out the grin as Lowry approaches with his 
baby blue hat, tie and pants to match and then throws on the 
salmon pink blazer for a little extra razzle dazzle. The whole 
team put together a strong showing heading into their game 
against the Flames, and it translated to the ice as the Jets 
kicked the year off with a 3-2 win. 

4. Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Brock Boeser, Quinn Hughes, Bo 
Horvat and J.T. Miller 

The second photo should’ve been the leader in this slide. 
The first one is the perfect encapsulation of an ideal family 
photo. Everyone is in their holiday sweaters. We see our 
Santa and elf hats in the back row, and all eyes are trained 
to the camera. There are smiles all around. Flawless 
execution. The second photo gives me “Step Brothers” vibes. 
There’s personality there, and Horvat’s hand on Miller’s 
shoulder looks nearly identical to the movie’s lead image. 
The only way to make it closer is for him to stand up and 
emulate the pose. The variety of sweaters from a Weiner dog 
to Santa to Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer and a chimney 
all add to the overall fun. I do wish we could’ve gotten more 
of a personality or silly photo. That would’ve truly put this 
over the top. 

3. Quinton Byfield 

Let me start by saying, the suit jacket on the Los Angeles 
Kings forward immediately grabbed my attention. I’m not a 
flowers kind of woman, however, send me a blue rose, which 
we see here, and I quickly change my tune. A gray, white 
and black plaid background under the rose makes it pop 
because of the lighter background, but fantastically, these 
two things don’t clash. Unfortunately you can’t see his pants 
in this shot, but what really would’ve done it for me is if 
Byfield had worn matching pants and a dress shirt playing off 
the color of the flower. 

2. Brent Burns 

My editor and I were downright giddy when I threw this photo 
in our Slack channel. For the creativeness alone, the 
Carolina Hurricanes defenseman, “rancher (or) zoologist,” as 
my editor said, easily earns the second-highest spot in this 
week’s rankings. Now, the NHL asked what it looks like 
Burns does, and my answer would be masquerading as 
British explorer, traveler and survivalist Bear Grylls. Real 
ones know “Man vs. Wild” on the Discovery Channel was 
must-see TV back in the day. Especially if you were a kid like 
me who loved games like the Yukon Trail, Amazon Trail or 
any show zookeeper Steve Irwin was on. From the fur hat to 
the forest brown blazer, the vest and the bowtie, this one 
gets a 10 out of 10 from me for allowing me to travel down 
memory lane. 

1. Buffalo Sabres 

There was no chance that anyone else or any other group 
would take the top spot this week. In the days after Buffalo 
Bills defensive back Damar Hamlin suffered a cardiac arrest 
and collapsed during the team’s Monday Night Football 
game, there has been an overflow of support as he remains 
in critical condition. The city of Cincinnati lit its building in 
blue, residents put together a candlelight vigil to pray for him 
and people around the world have donated to his charity. 

If I have learned nothing else about the city of Buffalo, the 
people there rally around theirs. I have seen this countless 
times with Josh Allen’s charity, digging players out of the 
snow and how the teams showed up after the grocery store 
shooting. The people in this city give their unwavering 
support. This is no different with the Sabres, who travelled to 
Washington, D.C., and, as a team, sported shirts with 
Hamlin’s jersey number. The focus is on praying and wishing 
him well as he continues to make progress from his injury.
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Saros stops 64 shots, Predators beat Hurricanes 5-3 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — It was a long wait for Max Pacioretty to finally 
get back on the ice and make his Hurricanes debut. 

Carolina honored his return with a team-record 67 shots on 
goal, matching the veteran’s number. Unfortunately for the 
Hurricanes, Nashville goalie Juuse Saros stopped 64 of 
them. 

Mark Jankowski tipped a Ryan Johansen shot five minutes 
into the third period and Saros did the rest, shutting down 
Carolina in a 5-3 Predators win Thursday in front of 18,344 at 
PNC Arena. 

“It was as good of a game in net as you’re ever going to 
see,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of Saros’ 
performance. “That’s the story. You can write other things, 
but essentially that’s the difference.” 

Saros made his biggest save with just over two minutes left. 

With Carolina on the power play, Pacioretty one-timed a shot 
from the right faceoff circle that Saros stopped with his right 
toe. The rebound went right to Andrei Svechnikov, who tried 
to put it in the vacant net. But Saros quickly recovered, 
lunging to make the second save and prevent Carolina from 
tying the game. 

“You put up 70 shots, you’ve got to win the game,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Now, we didn’t; gotta bury those. What 
you’ve got to do is give credit where credit is due.” 

The silver lining was the play of Pacioretty, playing his first 
game with the Hurricanes since being acquired by trade from 
Vegas in July and then missing the season’s first 38 games 
after suffering an Achilles tendon injury in August before the 
start of training camp. 

“I was kind of looking to either hit someone or get hit,” 
Pacioretty said of his approach in his first game in more than 
eight months. “You stop thinking after that. So that was my 
goal, and it helped me get in the game.” 

He finished with six shots on goal and nine attempts in all, 
adding two hits in 15:15 minutes of ice time. 

“He was better than I thought,” Brind’Amour said. “He didn’t 
look like he’s been out for however many games he’s 

missed. He looked like he was right away ready to go, so I 
was impressed.” 

Despite the disparity in shots — Nashville had 25 to 
Carolina’s 67 — the game was back and forth on the 
scoreboard. 

First, the teams exchanged power play goals in the first 
period. 

Carolina struck first when Teuvo Teravainen set up Brett 
Pesce for a one-timer that hit a Predators player and then 
deflected in off Paul Stastny’s leg for his second goal of the 
season at 7:41. 

The Predators responded when Filip Forsberg got a clean 
look from the right circle and beat Pyotr Kochetkov (20 
saves) up high on the short side to tie the game at 10:29. 

The start of the second period offered more of the same, but 
this time at even strength. 

With the teams at 4-on-4 after Jesperi Kotkaniemi was called 
for embellishment on a Mattias Ekholm penalty near the end 
of the first period, Pesce set up Brady Skjei for a redirection 
in front that beat Saros for his seventh goal of the season 
just 35 seconds into the middle frame. 

Nashville quickly responded. Ekholm, freshly out of the 
penalty box, got space near the right circle off a faceoff and 
blasted a slap shot past Kochetkov to even the game again 
at 2:47 of the second. 

Carolina regained the lead just before the midpoint of 
regulation. 

Carolina forward Jordan Martinook picked Ekholm’s pocket 
in the neutral zone and pushed the puck ahead to Jesper 
Fast. Fast then sprung Jordan Staal through the seam of the 
Predators’ defense, and the Hurricanes captain — in his 
700th game with the franchise — ripped a wrist shot past 
Saros’ glove for a 3-2 Carolina lead. 

The Predators again responded, this time with Cody Glass 
being left alone at the post to tie the game 3-3 at 11:55. 

“I think the lesson is we took a couple of breathers there 
where we just didn’t quite bear down, and boom — that was 
the game, and that’s hockey sometimes,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Notes: Pacioretty became the third player in franchise history 
to wear No. 67, joining Morgan Geekie (2021) and Jerome 
Samson (2010). … Colton Sissons added an empty-net goal 
with three seconds left for Nashville’s fifth goal. … Nino 
Niederreiter was given a standing ovation from the PNC 
Arena crowd when a tribute video was played during the first 

period of his first game back in the arena since signing with 
Nashville. He finished with a Predators-best five shots on 
goal. … Svechnikov, who led all players with eight shots on 
goal, matching a career high, was chosen as the first 
Hurricanes player to represent the team in this year’s All-Star 
Game in Florida.

 

Niederreiter, who ‘wanted to come back’ to Hurricanes, returns with Predators 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — On July 19, it looked like the door for Nino 
Niederreiter’s return to the Hurricanes was slowly reopening. 

Niederreiter had entered free agency expecting one final big 
payday, a deal that would pay him more than the five-year, 
$26.25 million contract that had just expired. 

But like so many players in this flat cap economy, the market 
for the 30-year-old dried up as big-ticket players scooped up 
much of the available cap space. 

So the Hurricanes and Niederreiter circled back to each 
other with Carolina knowing that, at the right number, 
Niederreiter would continue to be a great complement on 
Jordan Staal’s wing and as a secondary scorer. 

Two days later, Niederreiter agreed to a two-year contract 
worth $4 million annually with the Predators, much less than 
what he expected at the start of free agency but still more 
per year than the Hurricanes were willing to offer. 

On Thursday, he’ll play against his old team for the first time 
when the Hurricanes host the Predators at PNC Arena. 

“It’s always pretty emotional coming to a place where you 
spent some quality time,” Niederreiter, now with his fourth 
NHL team, said Thursday following the morning skate. “It’s 
definitely emotional. It feels weird.” 

Niederreiter got off to a fast start with his new club, scoring 
three goals in Nashville’s first two games of the season 
against Sharks in Prague, Czechia, with nine goals in his first 
18 games overall. His production has slowed since — he has 
12 goals and 21 points in 36 games this season — but he did 
have the second three-assist game of his career in the 
Predators’ 6-3 home win over Montreal on Tuesday. 

“He’s been really good for us on the ice, off the ice,” 
Predators coach John Hynes said. “So it’s good to have him 
in our lineup, and I’m sure he’s excited to come back here 
and play too.” 

Excited, yes, but Niederreiter made it clear he is still 
crestfallen that things didn’t work out for him to stay in 
Raleigh. 

“At the end of the day, I wanted to come back here,” he said. 
“But this is a business and sometimes things don’t go as well 

as you were hoping for. But I’ve got nothing but good things 
to say about this organization. Sometimes the business 
hurts.” 

It was no secret that Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
pushed for keeping Niederreiter — who had 69 goals, 68 
assists and 137 points in 234 games over three-plus 
seasons with Carolina — in the fold. 

“Business is business,” Brind’Amour said following 
Wednesday’s practice. “I don’t ever begrudge players for 
doing what they have to do financially. I mean, they get X 
amount of years to play. We all know Nino was great for us 
and we appreciated what he did for us.” 

Niederreiter caught up with a few teammates on Wednesday, 
having dinner with Sebastian Aho and former linemate 
Jesper Fast. 

“It’s very easy to play with Jordo and Fast,” Niederreiter said 
of playing in the spot on Staal’s left wing now occupied by 
Jordan Martinook. “They’re such hard-working guys, they do 
the little things right. You just follow their lead and good 
things happen.” 

He added that he might have a little something extra for his 
former teammates if he meets them in the corner tonight. 

“I’ll definitely get a couple licks on a couple of the guys and 
do whatever it takes to get the puck and win one-on-one 
battles,” he said with a smile. 

Making Niederreiter’s return to Raleigh even a bit stranger is 
the Carolina debut of Max Pacioretty. The Hurricanes traded 
for Pacioretty on July 13, seemingly ending any chance of 
Niederreiter’s re-signing given Pacioretty’s $7 million cap hit. 

Carolina, as mentioned, still made a final run at Niederreiter 
before he agreed to his deal with Nashville, while Pacioretty 
suffered an Achilles tendon injury that required surgery in 
August. The latter will make his first appearance with the 
team Thursday as Niederreiter will get the salute he 
deserves from fans upon his return wearing a different 
uniform. 

“It definitely was hard leaving,” Niederreiter said. “But like I 
said, sometimes the business goes the other direction and 
it’s hard. And that’s what kind of hurts the most, I guess.” 
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Svechnikov To Represent Canes At All-Star Game 

Forward set to make his first NHL All-Star Game appearance 

By Natalie Gore 

RALEIGH, NC - The National Hockey League today 
announced that Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov will represent the Metropolitan Division at the 
2023 NHL All-Star Weekend, to take place from Feb. 3-4 in 
Sunrise, Florida. 

Svechnikov, 22, has tallied 33 points (19g, 14a) in 38 games 
this season, leading the team in goals and ranking second in 
points and third in power-play goals (4) and power-play 
points (11). The 6'3", 199-pound forward also ranks second 
on the team in hits (78), and he is one of four NHL players 
with at least 15 goals and 70 hits in 2022-23, alongside Chris 
Kreider (NY Rangers), Timo Meier (San Jose) and Alex 
Ovechkin (Washington). Selected second overall by Carolina 
in the 2018 NHL Draft, Svechnikov is set to join Rasmus 
Dahlin (Buffalo), Brady Tkachuk (Ottawa) and Quinn Hughes 

(Vancouver) as the fourth player from the 2018 draft class to 
skate in an All-Star Game. He opened the season on a four-
game point streak from Oct. 12-20 (6g, 2a), including his first 
career regular-season hat trick against Edmonton on Oct. 20. 
Svechnikov added a second hat trick against the Oilers on 
Nov. 10, becoming the ninth player in team history (since 
relocation) to score multiple hat tricks in a single season. He 
became just the second Whalers/Hurricanes player to score 
two hat tricks against the same opponent within a single 
campaign (Sami Kapanen, 1997-98 vs. Edmonton). 
Svechnikov has posted a team-leading three multi-goal 
games and ranks second on the team with eight multi-point 
outings in 2022-23. Svechnikov has registered 242 points 
(108g, 134a) in 321 career NHL/Hurricanes games, marking 
the most goals, assists and points by any Russian-born 
player in franchise history. The Barnaul, Russia, native 
represented his home country at the IIHF World Junior 
Championship in 2018, posting a team-high five assists in 
five games at the tournament. 

 

Recap: Preds Spoil Pacioretty’s Hurricanes Debut 

Carolina records a franchise record 67 shots, but fall 5-3 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Nashville Predators played spoiler in 
Max Pacioretty's Carolina Hurricanes debut Thursday, taking 
a 5-3 win at PNC Arena. 

The Story 

Just 149 days after suffering the Achilles tear, Pacioretty 
joined the lineup after Stefan Noesen suffered a lower-body 
injury Tuesday night in New York. Skating alongside Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Derek Stepan, the line played a role in the 
Canes coming out of the gate with a hot start. 

On their very first power play of the night, just 7:41 in, a Brett 
Pesce shot from the point caromed off of Paul Stastny and 
by Juuse Saros, giving Carolina an early 1-0 lead. 

scoring. Nashville would respond with a power play goal of 
their own fewer than three minutes later, sending the game 
to the second even. 

To start the middle frame it would be more of the same, with 
the two sides trading goals under three minutes apart again. 

Brady Skjei put home a connection with Brett Pesce just 35 
seconds into the frame, but Mattias Ekholm made it a 2-2 
contest 2:12 later. 

Later in the frame? 

You guessed it, two goals separated by under three minutes. 

First, in his 700th game with the team, Jordan Staal put the 
Canes back in front with a goal on a partial breakaway. But 
just 2:01 after, Cody Glass stuffed one by Pyotr Kochetkov, 
who was making a second consecutive start. 

Despite Carolina having established a dominating advantage 
in shots, 39-16 after 40 minutes of play, the Predators would 
pull away in the third. It was a 28-shot period for the home 
team, but a Ryan Johansen shot from the wall was tipped in 
front by Mark Jankowski, serving as the game-winner. Colton 
Sissons would hit the empty net inside the final five seconds, 
closing out the contest at 5-3. 

They Said It 

Max Pacioretty following his first game in 251 days… 

"It was nerve-wracking, to be honest. I felt like I kind of 
played like a little bit of a meatball in the first... I'm playing 
with two really good players and that helped me get into it. I 
really liked the way that Step and KK played. It helped me 
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out early on and I told them that I wanted to do some dirty 
work for them to get my feet into it and get going. I thought 
we created a lot, but I would like to bury one in a game like 
that." 

Jordan Staal when asked about how the team came up 
short, despite producing so many chances... 

"We gave up four goals, so we have to find ways to tighten it 
up. I'd love to see our special teams win that battle; I think 
that's my difference maker tonight. We created a lot of 
offense, obviously, but we've always got to play tight defense 
if you want to win games in this league." 

Rod Brind'Amour on how to avoid frustration sinking in after 
losing a game like that... 

"You're going to leave here upset and frustrated. But 
tomorrow is a new day. When we were on the streak, no one 
was talking about it in the room. When we were winning all 
those games it was always about tomorrow and the next day. 
Now we're on a little bit of a losing one, we're not talking 
about that. It'll be how do we get better tomorrow, and the 
guys understand that." 

Bonus Notes 

▪ The Canes move to 25-8-6 with the defeat. 

▪ This game marks the first time since November 6-9 that the 
Canes have lost back-to-back games in regulation. 

▪ The shot record tops the previous record total of 65 set by 
Hartford on 3/15/84 at TOR. Their 28 third-period shots were 
just one shy of the Hurricanes record for a single period 
(11/21/18 vs. TOR, 1st: 29). 

▪ According to Stathead, Carolina is the fourth team in NHL 
history and the first since 1981 to have six players post six or 
more shots in a single game (Svechnikov: 8, Pesce: 7, 
Burns/Jarvis/Pacioretty/Skjei: 6). 

▪ Juuse Saros' 64 saves are not only a Predators franchise 
record, but the third-most by any goalie in an NHL regular 
season game.  

What's Next?  

The Canes are scheduled to practice Friday before traveling 
to Columbus ahead of a Saturday afternoon (4 p.m.) meeting 
with the Blue Jackets. 

Pacioretty Nears Return After Suffering Achilles Tear In August 

High-scoring winger expected to make Canes debut soon 
after major summer setback 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - "For a day or two I might have told my 
family, friends, and agent that this might be it for me. It's 
been a rough couple of years." 

Just 27 days after being acquired by the Carolina Hurricanes 
from the Vegas Golden Knights, Max Pacioretty had torn his 
Achilles tendon. 

He knew it right away too. 

"The trainers looked at me and asked if I was good and I 
said to them that I had torn my Achilles." 

Working out at the team's facility, the injury had happened so 
soon after arriving in North Carolina that Pacioretty's family 
hadn't even been able to make the move to be with him yet. 
In fact, the first time the star winger was able to see his wife 
and children in the state was after he came out of surgery to 
repair the injury. 

But after a day or two of laying in bed post-operation, 
Pacioretty reached a more level head and put thoughts of 
hanging up his skates in the past. 

"I realized that everything I've accomplished in my life has 
been through handling adversity. I'm not saying I wish that 
stuff like this happened to me, but I don't think I'd be where I 
am without the adversity I've faced," the prized forward 
shared. "Whether it was breaking my neck or the various 
other injuries I've suffered in my career, the personal 
struggles, it led me to go from thinking that this might be it, to 
thinking that I'm going to come back stronger than ever. And 
I haven't looked back since." 

Max Pacioretty skates in a no-contact sweater during a 
Canes team practice in December. Pacioretty, a veteran of 
850 NHL games, will play with just his third team in his NHL 
career when he debuts with the Canes. Mackenzie Friedman 
/ Carolina Hurricanes 

While the motivation for most, if not all, NHL players is to 
ultimately win a Stanley Cup in their careers, for Pacioretty it 
was more pride than anything that energized his return. 

"This is what I love doing. I love coming to the rink every day. 
And I love doing this for my family," the 34-year-old 
offered.  "After the surgery when I saw them for the first time, 
I just gave them a huge hug and I realized that I do this for 
them." 

The importance of family has never been lost on Pacioretty, 
but the time spent with his wife and children also brought 
lessons of self-growth for the father of five. 

"It's funny because my nine-year-old was kind of talking back 
the other day and I just remember being like, you know, you 
really do think you know everything at a certain age. And 
through this injury, I really, truly learned a lot about what's 
important to me. The one thing that's obvious is my family. I 
wouldn't have been able to get through this without them. 
You appreciate the little things, like being able to walk and 
pick up your kids. At the same time, you want to do well for 
them. It's important for me to do what I love and that's 
playing hockey. I've never fallen out of love with the game of 
hockey. These five months have helped me realize that I'm 
not ready for life after it yet and I want to keep doing this and 
sharing the memories with my family as well." 

Now 148 days after the team's August 9 announcement of 
the injury, Pacioretty's much anticipated Canes debut is 
imminent. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 6, 2023 

 

The initial estimation was that he would miss six months, 
bringing him back into the mix around the NHL's All-Star 
Break. Instead, he's over a month ahead of schedule due to 
his hard work and desire to get back onto the ice. 

"This guy's worked his tail off," Canes Head Strength & 
Conditioning Coach Bill Burniston, who assisted intimately 
with Pacioretty in his recovery, shared. "I'm serious, he has 
worked his butt off. With him, it's been more of having to pull 
him back than it's been pushing him. He's wanted to keep 
doing more and more to try and get back, but we have to 
make sure we do it right." 

How intent has #67 been in his comeback? 

"He had his surgery on August 9. He was sending me 
pictures and videos of him doing arm exercises at home on 
August 10," Burniston continued. 

Going through strenuous amounts of off-ice work in an effort 
to try and get back on the ice, Pacioretty first laced up the 
skates again for the first time in November. 

But with an injury such as an Achilles tendon tear, the return 
is just as much of a battle mentally as it is physically. 

"I just felt like I had to jump out of the plane and trust 
everyone around me," Pacioretty said of the five-month 
period. "It's a new staff for me. They didn't know any of my 
injuries, they didn't know how I trained before, they didn't 
know any of my baselines, my standards, but I just jumped 
right in and said that I was going to put everything in their 
hands. And I'm glad I did because the team has an 
unbelievable staff here." 

Working closely with Burniston, Head Athletic Trainer Doug 
Bennett, and Assistant Athletic Trainer Matt Aiello among 
others, the now 15-year-pro knew that a severe injury such 
as this at this point in his career was going to be atypical. 

"It's a two-way street. Not every player is at the same stage 
in their career. I'm 34. I might do things a little bit differently 
and they were open to that. I really appreciated that they 
were open to the different stuff that I've implemented in 
training, my rehab, my diet, and treatments. From day one 
this staff has been so good to me and I owe them a lot." 

Pacioretty's road to recovery has included valuable 
resources inside and outside of the organization, bonding 
with several other players that have suffered an Achilles 
tendon tear recently. In addition to keeping in contact with 
fellow players like Anthony Duclair of the Florida Panthers, 
Pacioretty has also been able to tap into Justin Williams, who 
suffered the same injury during his career. 

"I think all of that has been a real blessing for Max," Head 
Coach Rod Brind'Amour offered. "He's worked really hard 
and done everything he's supposed to do with major 
intentions to get back as quickly as possible." 

With that being said though, Brind'Amour wants expectations 
to be tempered accordingly for the lineup's soon-to-be 
addition. 

"I know it's going to take time when he does get in there. 
He's not going to slot in right away and be where I think it will 
end up. It'll be baby steps as we go to get his feet wet. 

Even though the 2019-20 All-Star won't be able to go 100% 
right away, he feels as if the process of his recovery couldn't 
have gone much better, allowing him to become an option as 
quickly as he has. 

"I'm a really detail-oriented guy and I like to have all of the 
information I can right in front of me. I want to know what to 
expect and what I need to do, and the staff here does that," 
Pacioretty continued. "I think the word that comes to mind 
[when I think of the staff] is genuine. There are good days 
and there are bad days, but you come in here, they all have 
a smile on their face and you know they're going to do what it 
takes to make you better. Every single person from the 
equipment staff to the training staff." 

Quick to express his gratitude to everyone from the support 
staff to the coaching staff, Pacioretty's early reviews of his 
time in Carolina are glowing. 

"That's the culture of this organization. From top to bottom. 
Everyone talks about how it's hard work, and the character, 
but I would say that it's a genuine culture too. There were 
late nights when I'd be texting the trainers if something didn't 
feel right and there was no such thing as a text that was too 
late for them. They're always there and I'm thankful that this 
all happened in a place like this." 

While Pacioretty's experience as a Hurricane appears to be 
as positive as it could be given the circumstances, there 
were certainly challenges surrounding arriving at a new team 
and not being able to have the on-ice side of bonding as an 
option. 

"I won't lie, it was hard. It was really hard. You're meeting 
guys for the first time and you're on crutches or being 
wheeled around. The team was on the road so much to start 
the year too, so I just wasn't able to spend a ton of time with 
the guys. But I will say since I've started skating and being 
able to be around the team, it's just been really easy to get 
along with the guys. There's a standard here for the type of 
human beings that they want in this organization and 
everyone meets that standard. Whether you're a young guy 
or an older guy, everyone's pulling the same way." 

Now, it's Pacioretty's time to help pull that same way with a 
Carolina Hurricanes sweater on. 

"I feel really good. I know it's not going to be a situation 
where I start playing and everything is going to be 100%. It's 
going to take a little bit. The good news is that there are 
measurements to see where I'm at in comparison to where I 
was a year ago, so as I get closer to those things it will only 
be more exciting and help build my confidence." 

And as his personal confidence continues to build back over 
time, the goal for what he hopes to provide for this team 
hasn't changed since the day he was dealt to Raleigh. 

"I'm here to help the team win. I'm not trying to come in and 
change anything. This team has won a lot of hockey games, 
so they don't need a guy to come in and do too much. I want 
to fit in and then do my job, which is to score goals. I think I 
can contribute in other areas as well, but that's my job, right? 
It's exciting because they've already had so much success 
without me. I think it actually puts some pressure on me to 
come in and make sure I gel with the group because they've 
had so much success without me. And I like pressure." 
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Saros sets Predators record with 64 saves in win against Hurricanes 

Jankowski breaks tie in 3rd; Pacioretty makes season debut 
for Carolina 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Juuse Saros set a Nashville Predators 
record when he made 64 saves in a 5-3 win against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

Saros, who was named to the 2023 Honda NHL All-Star 
Game during the game, stopped all 28 shots he faced in the 
third period. Mark Jankowski scored the go-ahead goal at 
5:06 when he deflected Ryan Johansen's shot from the right-
side boards to make it 4-3. 

"Some nights you need to pull puck luck there. It was all 
different [shots]," Saros said. "That was kind of the theme of 
the game, and they're that kind of a team too, so I had to 
guess it was not going to slow down (in the third period)." 

Juuso Parssinen had two assists for the Predators (17-14-6), 
who twice erased a one-goal deficit and are 5-1-2 in the past 
eight games. 

"We're a resilient group," Jankowski said. "Any time we get 
down like that, we know what we're capable of. We don't 
panic, we just bounce back. 'Juice' was unbelievable. He's 
an All-Star for a reason. That was an unbelievable game by 
him." 

Brett Pesce had two assists for the Hurricanes (25-8-6), who 
have lost two in a row after an 11-game winning streak. Pyotr 
Kochetkov made 20 saves. 

"We played a good game. I'm not going to put any negative 
on this," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "You put up 
[67] shots, you've got to win the game. What you've got to do 
is give credit where credit is due. [Saros] played as good a 
game in the net as you're ever going to see. That's the 
story." 

Paul Stastny gave Carolina a 1-0 lead on a power play at 
7:41 of the first period when he redirected Pesce's shot from 
just inside the blue line. 

Filip Forsberg answered for Nashville with a power-play goal 
at 10:29 when he took a backhand pass from Juuso 
Parssinen and scored on a short-side wrist shot to tie it 1-1. 

Brady Skjei gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead 35 seconds into 
the second period. Pesce took a cross-ice pass from Martin 
Necas and skated around Forsberg before passing to Skjei 
in the slot for a redirect. 

Mattias Ekholm fired a slap shot from the top of the right 
face-off circle to tie it 2-2 at 2:47. 

"In the first 40 minutes, I thought there was plays to be 
made. I thought we did some of them," Ekholm said. "But we 
had a goaltender that stood on his head and kept us in there, 
and at the end we land the final punch. 

"This is a hard building to come out of with points. We've 
seen what they've done as of late, so we're really happy with 
the points." 

Jordan Staal put Carolina back in front 3-2 at 9:54. After a 
Predators turnover in the neutral zone, Jesper Fast set up 
Staal, who drove the net and scored over the glove of Saros. 

"We had the puck most of the game," Staal said. "We 
created a lot of offense obviously, but we always got to play 
some tight defense if you want to win in this league." 

Cody Glass tied it 3-3 at 11:55 when Mikael Granlund made 
a wraparound pass from behind the net to Glass for a tap-in 
at the left post. 

Colton Sissons scored an empty-net goal with three seconds 
remaining for the 5-3 final. 

"Juice played really well," Nashville coach John Hynes said. 
"They had a lot of pressure on him, and he made multiple big 
saves. He's one of the stars of our team and he played like 
that tonight." 

Max Pacioretty had six shots on goal in 16:06 of ice time in 
his Hurricanes debut. The 34-year-old forward was acquired 
in a trade with the Vegas Golden Knights on July 13 and had 
surgery to repair a torn Achilles tendon Aug. 10. 

"My energy was there," Pacioretty said. "A lot of credit [goes] 
to the staff here that kind of built me up, and the coaches 
here, to get me to that point. So, I personally felt really good. 

"You'd like to put one of those opportunities in when your 
legs are going like that." 

NOTES: Carolina forward Andrei Svechnikov was also 
named to the All-Star Game. … Saros became the fourth 
goalie to make at least 64 saves in a regular-season game 
since 1955-56, joining Ron Tugnutt (70 on March 21, 1991), 
Mario Lessard (65 on March 24, 1981) and Joe Daley (64 on 
Dec. 10, 1970). The Hurricanes' 67 shots were the most in 
an NHL game this season. … Sissons (three goals, two 
assists) and Josi (two goals, three assists) each extended 
their point streaks to four games. … Nino Niederreiter played 
against Carolina for the first time since the forward signed a 
two-year contract with Nashville on July 21. He had 137 
points (69 goals, 68 assists) for the Hurricanes from 2019-
22. … Necas extended his point streak to seven games (four 
goals, four assists). 
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Saros makes Predators-record 64 saves, beats Hurricanes 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Nashville goalie Juuse Saros made 
a franchise-record 64 saves and Mark Jankowski scored 
5:06 into the third period to give the Predators their first lead 
in a 5-3 victory over the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday 
night. 
Saros matched the third-most saves in NHL history. Saros 
stopped all 28 shots in the third. Ron Tugnutt set the regular-
season record of 70 in Quebec’s 3-3 tie at Boston in March 
1991 that included a five-minute overtime. 
Filip Forsberg, Mattias Ekholm, Cody Glass and Colton 
Sissons also scored for Nashville. 
Paul Stastny, Brady Skjei and Jordan Staal scored for 
Carolina. 
The Hurricanes, who had a franchise-record 11-game 
winning streak end Tuesday night against the New York 
Rangers, have lost consecutive games in regulation for the 
first time since Nov. 6 and 9. 
OILERS 4, ISLANDERS 2 
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) — Connor McDavid set up 
power-play and short-handed goals in the first period to 
reach 500 career assists in Edmonton’s victory over New 
York. 
McDavid reached 500 assists in 527 games. Only five 
players in NHL history have done it faster — Wayne Gretzky 
(352), Mario Lemieux (433), Peter Stastny (507) and Bobby 
Orr (522). 
Jack Campbell made 20 saves to help the Oilers (21-17-2) 
end a two-game losing streak and five-game home slide. 
Leon Draisaitl had a goal and his 400th assist, Kailer 
Yamamoto, Dylan Holloway and Zach Hyman also scored 
and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins had two assists. 
Mathew Barzal and Cal Clutterbuck scored for New York and 
Ilya Sorokin stopped 34 shots. The Islanders have dropped 
two of three to fall to 22-16-2. 
BRUINS 5, KINGS 2 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Trent Frederic scored twice in 34 
seconds during the third period and Boston beat Los Angeles 
to extended its points streak to 12 games. 
Frederic put in the go-ahead goal at 10:36 when he 
redirected Brandon Carlo’s shot from the point. The Boston 
center then quickly picked up his career-high ninth goal of 
the season at 11:10 when he beat Pheonix Copley with a 
backhander, 
David Pastrnak also had two goals and leads the Bruins with 
27 on the season. Brad Marchand had a goal and an assist 
for the Bruins, who are 9-0-3 in their last 12 games and have 
an NHL-best 64 points. 
Jeremy Swayman stopped 27 shots and beat Copley in the 
first NHL matchup of goalies born in Alaska. Copley made 17 
saves. 
Phillip Danault and Sean Durzi scored for Los Angeles. 
CAPITALS 6, BLUE JACKETS 2 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — T.J. Oshie scored twice and 
Washington used a four-goal second period to beat 
Columbus for its franchise-record seventh straight road 
victory. 
Washington has won 12 of its last 15 games, with points in 
eight straight. Columbus has lost nine of its last 10. 
Oshie, Nicolas Aube-Kubel, Martin Fehervary and Garnet 
Hathaway scored in the second period, and Oshie and Alex 
Ovechkin added third-period goals. Dylan Strome contributed 
three assists, Evgeny Kuznetsov had two helpers, and Darcy 
Kuemper stopped 25 shots. 
Johnny Gaudreau and Gavin Bayreuther scored for 
Columbus, and Emil Bemstrom had two assists. Elvis 
Merzlikins stopped 31 shots in his first start since Dec. 13. 
RANGERS 4, CANADIENS 1 
MONTREAL (AP) — Filip Chytil had two goals and New York 
scored three times in less than six minutes during the second 
period to beat skidding Montreal. 
Chris Kreider had a short-handed goal and defenseman 
Braden Schneider also scored for the surging Rangers, who 
won their third straight and improved to 11-2-1 in their past 
14 games. Jaroslav Halak made 17 saves. 
Joel Armia scored for Montreal. The Canadiens have lost 
seven games in a row. 
BLUES 5, DEVILS 3 
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Ivan Barbashev tied it late in the 
second period and set up Brandon Saad’s go-ahead goal 
early in the third in St. Louis’ victory over New Jersey. 
Robert Thomas scored twice, Jordan Kyrou added a goal 
and Jordan Binnington made 36 saves to help the Blues 
improve to 7-2-3 in their last 12 games. 
Jack Hughes, who has six goals in his last four games, 
scored twice for New Jersey and Nico Hishier scored on a 
two-man advantage with 7:51 left. Akira Schmid, who was 
recalled from Utica earlier in the day because of a hand 
injury sustained by Mackenzie Blackwood, made 14 saves. 
KRAKEN 5, MAPLE LEAFS 1 
TORONTO (AP) — Vince Dunn had a goal and two assists, 
Martin Jones stopped 26 shots and Seattle beat Toronto for 
its third straight victory. 
 
Jared McCann had a goal and an assist to help Seattle 
improve to 21-12-4. Eeli Tolvanen opened the scoring for the 
Kraken on the power play, with Matty Beniers and Alex 
Wennberg adding goals. 
John Tavares had a power-play goal for Toronto and Matt 
Murray made 21 saves. The Maple Leafs dropped to 23-9-7. 
GOLDEN KNIGHTS 5, PENGUINS 2 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Jack Eichel had a goal and two assists 
in his return from a lower-body injury and Vegas beat 
Pittsburgh. 
Vegas leads the Western Conference and is tied for second 
in the NHL at its midway point of the season. Pittsburgh, a 2-
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1 loser in Boston on Monday in the Winter Classic, has lost 
six straight, going 0-4-2 since Dec. 27. 
After giving the Knights a 2-0 lead early in the first period, 
Eichel — back after missing 11 games — assisted on goals 
by Chandler Stephenson and Mark Stone. Phil Kessel and 
Paul Cotter also scored and Adin Hill made 38 saves. 
Ty Smith and Sidney Crosby scored for Pittsburgh. 
CANUCKS 4, AVALANCHE 2 
VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) — Andrei Kuzmenko 
scored twice and Vancouver beat Colorado. 
Brock Boeser and J.T. Miller also scored for Vancouver and 
Collin Delia stopped 29 shots. The Canucks snapped a 
three-game losing streak to improve to 17-18-3. 
Mikko Rantanen and Samuel Girard scored for Colorado. 
The defending champion Avalanche are 0-4-1 in their last 
five to fall to 19-15-3. 
FLYERS 6, COYOTES 2 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — All-Star Kevin Hayes scored one of 
five goals for Philadelphia in the second period and Morgan 
Frost had four assists to help lift the Flyers past Arizona for 
their fourth straight victory. 
Hayes was a surprise selection as the Flyers’ selection to All-
Star weekend, earning the nod over standout winger Travis 
Konecny or goalie Carter Hart. 
Konecny did score his 20th goal of the season to start the 
scoring surge for the Flyers in the second. Joel Farabee, 
Wade Allison and Ivan Provorov also scored for the 5-2 lead 
that kept their hot streak rolling. James van Riemsdyk made 
it 6-2 in the third and helped the Flyers score at least three 
goals in eight straight games. 
Hart stopped 21 shots. Michael Carcone scored late in the 
first period to give Arizona a 1-0 lead and Nick Ritchie 
answered Konency’s goal early in the second for a 2-1 lead.

 
 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, standings point projections 

By Kristen Shilton 
The mathematical midpoint of the 2022-23 NHL regular 
season is close at hand, and some teams have already 
played in their 41st game. Sounds like the perfect time to 
take the temperature of each club against their preseason 
over/under point projections from Caesars Sportsbook. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published Dec. 30. Points percentages are 
through Thursday's games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 84.21% 
Next seven days: @ SJ (Jan. 7), @ ANA (Jan. 8), vs. SEA 
(Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 97 
Points pace: 138.1 
 
Boston heard its offseason critics (Too old! Too hurt! Too far 
gone!) and issued a resounding rebuttal as the biggest 
overachievers from their preseason pace and this season's 
current Stanley Cup favorites. The Bruins show no signs of 
slowing either on the back of excellent goaltending, depth 
scoring (which could be tested with Jake DeBrusk out) and 
lock-down defense. 
 
2. Carolina Hurricanes 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 71.79% 

Next seven days: @ CBJ (Jan. 7), vs. NJ (Jan. 10), @ CBJ 
(Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 103.5 
Points pace: 117.7 
 
Carolina riding an 11-game win streak into the New Year is 
just one reason they're second -- behind Boston -- in 
outpacing preseason projections. The Hurricanes have it all, 
from a rookie phenom goaltender in Pyotr Kochetkov to 
balanced offense, solid special teams and dominant defense. 
No wonder Carolina has recorded just one regulation loss 
since late November. 
 
3. Toronto Maple Leafs 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 67.95% 
Next seven days: vs. DET (Jan. 7), @ PHI (Jan. 8), vs. NSH 
(Jan. 11), @ DET (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 107.5 
Points pace: 111.4 
 
Toronto is surpassing preseason estimates that didn't even 
account for a logjam of defensive injuries. The Leafs 
weathered that storm with a surprisingly strong goalie 
tandem, top performances from their best players and an 
enviable depth that has held up over time. 
 
4. Vegas Golden Knights 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 68.29% 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Jan. 7), vs. FLA (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 97 
Points pace: 112.0 
 
Vegas' own couldn't predict the impact new coach Bruce 
Cassidy, a healthy Jack Eichel and a steady Logan 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 6, 2023 

 

Thompson would have on their hometown team. The Golden 
Knights are opportunistic, with a depth of talent to 
complement the resiliency that's propelled their climb up the 
standings. 
 
5. Winnipeg Jets 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 64.47% 
Next seven days: vs. TB (Jan. 6), vs. VAN (Jan. 8), @ DET 
(Jan. 10), @ BUF (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 88.5 
Points pace: 105.7 
 
Winnipeg is thriving well beyond preseason expectations 
under new defensive-minded coach Rick Bowness, who has 
molded his team into one of the league's stingiest clubs. That 
kept the Jets soaring through injuries, and several players 
are eyeing a return in early 2023. That could put Winnipeg 
even further ahead. 
 
6. New Jersey Devils 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 65.38% 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Jan. 7), @ CAR (Jan. 10) 
Preseason O/U: 89.5 
Points pace: 107.2 
 
New Jersey steamrolled its way through the league -- and 
past their projected points pace -- with 21 wins in 26 games 
to start the season. The Devils have cooled since, and 
they're one of the most impressive overachievers from 
preseason estimates. New Jersey getting healthy in the 
coming weeks could help them surge back up league 
standings. 
 
7. Dallas Stars 
Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 65.00% 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Jan. 8), @ NYI (Jan. 10), @ NYR 
(Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 93.5 
Points pace: 106.6 
 
Dallas couldn't help hustling past preseason projections with 
Jason Robertson leading the charge. Robertson's line with 
Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski has been among the league's 
best, and the Stars' veterans have shined in unexpectedly 
strong complementary roles. Dallas has rightly earned its 
reputation as a potential team to beat this season. 
 
8. Tampa Bay Lightning 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 66.22% 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Jan. 6), vs. CBJ (Jan. 10), vs. 
VAN (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 103.5 
Points pace: 108.6 
 
Tampa Bay might have slipped off track during an early-
season slump. Instead, the Lightning bounced back to begin 
outkicking their own projected preseason coverage. Brayden 
Point becoming one of the NHL's hottest scorers helps, and 
Victor Hedman has been terrific. Tampa Bay looks 

increasingly more like the team that repeated as Stanley Cup 
champions. 
 
9. New York Rangers 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 62.50% 
Next seven days: @ NJ (Jan. 7), vs. MIN (Jan. 10), vs. DAL 
(Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 101 
Points pace: 102.5 
 
New York is sticking closest to its preseason pace. But will 
that hold true in the second half? December was the 
Rangers' best month to date which could foreshadow an 
improved New York team moving into that overachiever 
category. 
 
10. Minnesota Wild 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 62.16% 
Next seven days: @ BUF (Jan. 7), vs. STL (Jan. 8), @ NYR 
(Jan. 10), @ NYI (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 102.5 
Points pace: 101.9 
 
Minnesota's lackluster October and early November put 
them off their predicted pace. But the Wild have evolved into 
a better team since then, one that could easily meet -- or 
jump ahead of -- those preseason projections, especially if 
Kirill Kaprizov (tremendous) and Marc-Andre Fleury 
(resurgent) continuing leading the way. 
 
11. Washington Capitals 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 60.98% 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Jan. 6), vs. CBJ (Jan. 8), @ PHI 
(Jan. 11) 
Preseason O/U: 96.5 
Points pace: 100.00 
 
Washington's streak through December has evened them 
out with the preseason odds after they were well behind 
earlier this season. Continued strong play could have the 
Capitals pushing their pace even higher. Washington boasts 
just one regulation loss in its last 13 games, a budding young 
goaltender in Charlie Lindgren and a bonafide superstar for 
the ages in Alex Ovechkin. Everything suddenly feels more 
possible for Washington this season. 
 
12. Seattle Kraken 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 61.11% 
Next seven days: @ OTT (Jan. 7), @ MTL (Jan. 9), @ BUF 
(Jan. 10), @ BOS (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 79.5 
Points pace: 100.2 
 
Seattle is in the opposite of a sophomore slump. Rather, the 
Kraken are one of this season's great surprises, on the ice 
and in challenging their projected odds after a rough 
freshman showing. Seattle's dominant offense has hidden 
some deficiencies in goal, but the Kraken are on pace 
towards an inaugural playoff berth come spring. 
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13. Pittsburgh Penguins 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 57.89% 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Jan. 8), vs. VAN (Jan. 10) 
Preseason O/U: 100.5 
Points pace: 94.9 
 
Pittsburgh's penchant towards feast-or-famine has put them 
slightly off the mark. Case in point: a seven-game win streak 
through December bleeding into losing six of seven. The 
Penguins can recalibrate by getting more out of their bottom 
six and wrangling consistent goaltending from Casey 
DeSmith while Tristan Jarry deals with a lower-body injury. 
 
14. Los Angeles Kings 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 59.52% 
Next seven days: @ VGK (Jan. 7), vs. EDM (Jan. 9), vs. SJ 
(Jan. 11) 
Preseason O/U: 94 
Points pace: 97.6 
 
Los Angeles is lucky Pheonix Copley stepped up last month. 
If he hadn't, the Kings might have glided off their above-
average pace. L.A. got there without even one point-per-
game forward, either. The Kings have a by-committee 
approach starting with solid defensive details, a depth of 
contributions and now, consistent work from Copley between 
the pipes. 
 
15. Colorado Avalanche 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 55.41% 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Jan. 7), vs. FLA (Jan. 10), @ CHI 
(Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 112.5 
Points pace: 90.9 
 
Colorado has tumbled away from their projected points pace. 
That can happen when a lineup is decimated by injury. The 
Avalanche will slowly get healthier -- Nathan MacKinnon's 
recent return was a welcome boost -- but Colorado can't wait 
for everyone to be healthy to start stringing some wins 
together. The Central Division is too good. 
 
16. Buffalo Sabres 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 55.56% 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Jan. 7), vs. PHI (Jan. 9), vs. SEA 
(Jan. 10), vs. WPG (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 79 
Points pace: 91.1 
 
Buffalo lost its way during an eight-game slide in November, 
but the Sabres' have rebounded to trend above preseason 
estimates. And that's no fluke, either. Buffalo leads the 
league in goals per game (3.94), has the second-ranked 
power play (28.2%) and a blossoming superstar in Tage 
Thompson. Reaching the postseason this season is no pipe 
dream for the Sabres. 
 
17. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 57.50% 
Next seven days: @ CGY (Jan. 6), vs. DAL (Jan. 10), vs. 
MIN (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 90.5 
Points pace: 94.3 
 
New York has predictably hummed right along with its 
preseason expectations. After all, the Islanders were mostly 
banking on in-house improvements driving their playoff 
hopes. The stacked Metropolitan won't make it an easy run, 
but New York is benefitting from excellent goaltending and 
averaging 3.16 goals per game in support that could keep 
them above that projected curve. 
 
18. Calgary Flames 
Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 55.13% 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Jan. 6), @ CHI (Jan. 8), @ STL 
(Jan. 10), @ STL (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 103 
Points pace: 90.4 
 
Calgary was anticipated to be a Pacific powerhouse. The 
Flames' offseason makeover caused some unexpected 
turbulence though -- as did Jacob Markstrom's early 
struggles -- and Calgary has operated below its projected 
pace. However, the Flames' more recent bursts of 
consistency could have them back on track before spring. 
 
19. Detroit Red Wings 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 54.17% 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Jan. 6), @ TOR (Jan. 7), vs. 
WPG (Jan. 10), vs. TOR (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 83.5 
Points pace: 88.8 
 
Detroit has bested the bookmakers' predictions so far after 
an aggressive offseason that has paid early dividends. Ville 
Husso is top 20 among league starters in save percentage 
(.908) and goals-against average (2.86), Dominik Kubalik 
and David Perron have added needed offensive depth, and 
overall, the Red Wings are committed to better team 
defense. That's how Detroit will keep exceeding 
expectations, too. 
20. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 55.00% 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Jan. 7), @ LA (Jan. 9), @ ANA 
(Jan. 11) 
Preseason O/U: 103.5 
Points pace: 90.2 
 
Edmonton's preseason outlook didn't account for Jack 
Campbell's bafflingly poor play or the quick loss of Evander 
Kane to a scary wrist injury. So now the inconsistent Oilers 
have not only fallen off pace, but are barely holding a playoff 
spot. Something's got to change for the Oilers to get on 
track. 
 
21. Nashville Predators 
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Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 54.05% 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Jan. 6), @ OTT (Jan. 9), @ TOR 
(Jan. 11), @ MTL (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 98.5 
Points pace: 88.6 
 
Nashville caught oddsmakers' attention despite that first-
round playoff sweep last spring. But the Predators haven't 
reached predicted heights, even with Filip Forsberg and his 
eight-year extension locked in. Nashville is bottom-five in 
scoring (2.63 goals per game) and top-tier skaters like Matt 
Duchene and Ryan Johansen aren't producing as expected. 
Getting back to the postseason means punching up their 
totals -- fast. 
 
22. St. Louis Blues 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 52.56% 
Next seven days: @ MTL (Jan. 7), @ MIN (Jan. 8), vs. CGY 
(Jan. 10), vs. CGY (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 94.5 
Points pace: 86.2 
 
St. Louis is markedly below their expected pace -- but hey, it 
could be worse. The Blues went from bad early on to 
showing flashes of excellence. But now they're operating 
with Ryan O'Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko on IR. How St. 
Louis responds to another bout of adversity (can more role 
players step up?) could tell the true tale of their season. 
 
23. Florida Panthers 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 48.72% 
Next seven days: @ DET (Jan. 6), @ DAL (Jan. 8), @ COL 
(Jan. 10), @ VGK (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 106.5 
Points pace: 79.9 
 
Florida is neck-and-neck with Columbus for the dubious 
honor of lagging furthest behind their preseason points pace. 
The Panthers insist there's still time to right the ship, and 
doing so would take a combination of effort, health, 
increased offense and consistent goaltending. 
 
24. Ottawa Senators 
Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 51.32% 
Next seven days: vs. SEA (Jan. 7), vs. NSH (Jan. 9), @ ARI 
(Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 84.5 
Points pace: 84.2 
 
Ottawa's active offseason didn't move the needle much for 
the sportsbooks -- and the Senators have fallen right in line 
with their projected pace. Ottawa's injury issues -- 
particularly on the blue line -- haven't helped matters, but 
lately the Senators look more cohesive. That's led to more 
consistent victories and a pattern that might have Ottawa 
ending the campaign as an overachiever if it keeps up. 
 
25. Vancouver Canucks 
Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 48.68% 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Jan. 8), @ PIT (Jan. 10), @ TB 
(Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 92.5 
Points pace: 79.8 
 
Vancouver's underperformance isn't necessarily so glaring 
when taken as a result of all the off-ice drama. There was 
preseason drama around Bruce Boudreau's long-term 
status, questionable contract negotiations and what could be 
expected of Brock Boeser, Elias Pettersson and Quinn 
Hughes. Turns out, that was the tip on the iceberg on 
Vancouver's quandaries. We'll see how team president Jim 
Rutherford & Co. approach trade season to set the Canucks 
up for more future success. 
 
26. Montreal Canadiens 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 42.31% 
Next seven days: vs. STL (Jan. 7), vs. SEA (Jan. 9), vs. NSH 
(Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 71.5 
Points pace: 69.4 
 
Montreal has regressed from a surprisingly hot start to be 
just a bit behind its preseason pace. But the Canadiens 
continue to slip. Montreal was outscored 26-8 on a recent 
five-game skid, has one regulation win since Dec. 1 and too 
many passengers all around. That formula won't keep 
Montreal ahead of its curve. 
 
27. Philadelphia Flyers 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 47.44% 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (Jan. 8), @ BUF (Jan. 9), vs. 
WSH (Jan. 11) 
Preseason O/U: 73.5 
Points pace: 77.8 
 
Philadelphia is, essentially, what the oddsmakers thought 
they'd be. Nothing wrong with that. The Flyers will glide their 
way into trade season as a team looking to deal players, and 
see where that takes them. Is it a rebuild? A retool? A lottery 
win for the No. 1 overall pick? Time will tell. 
 
28. Columbus Blue Jackets 
Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 32.43% 
Next seven days: vs. CAR (Jan. 7), @ WSH (Jan. 8), @ TB 
(Jan. 10), vs. CAR (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 81.5 
Points pace: 53.2 
 
Columbus' season has defied even the oddsmakers' 
relatively humble projections. The Johnny Gaudreau bump 
was washed out by a tidal wave of injuries holding the Blue 
Jackets under water. Spotty netminding and averaging the 
second-highest shots against per game (35.3) is a bad 
combination, too. Columbus' goal should be staying 
competitive in the second half. 
 
29. Arizona Coyotes 
Previous ranking: 28 
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Points percentage: 41.89% 
Next seven days: @ CHI (Jan. 6), vs. PIT (Jan. 8), vs. SJ 
(Jan. 10), vs. OTT (Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 63.5 
Points pace: 68.7 
 
Arizona is on pace now to exceed preseason projections -- 
for which Karel Vejmelka and his excellent play in net 
deserve credit -- but how long will that last? And could that 
margin actually grow even further? The Coyotes have been 
surprisingly competitive until now, and if Jakob Chychrun 
remains on the team -- and remains healthy -- Arizona 
should have a solid outlook on the rest of this season. 
 
30. San Jose Sharks 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 39.74% 
Next seven days: @ ANA (Jan. 6), vs. BOS (Jan. 7), @ ARI 
(Jan. 10), @ LA (Jan. 11) 
Preseason O/U: 73 
Points pace: 65.2 
 
San Jose has stumbled off its preseason pace, but perhaps 
by a lesser margin than they might have if not for Erik 
Karlsson's career year. Now, with the Sharks projected to be 
dealing players away come trade season -- and Karlsson in 
the mix as potentially on the move -- San Jose's fall off track 
could become more acute. 
 

31. Anaheim Ducks 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 33.33% 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Jan. 6), vs. BOS (Jan. 8), vs. EDM 
(Jan. 11) 
Preseason O/U: 80 
Points pace: 54.7 
Anaheim wasn't expected to be a playoff contender. And 
now the Ducks -- by virtue of earning only three regulation 
victories through their first 38 games -- are right there with 
Florida and Columbus as slinking furthest off their preseason 
points pace. A silver lining? The Ducks' odds in the Connor 
Bedard Sweepstakes have greatly improved from a few 
months ago. 
 
32. Chicago Blackhawks 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 27.03% 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Jan. 6), vs. CGY (Jan. 8), vs. COL 
(Jan. 12) 
Preseason O/U: 65.5 
Points pace: 44.3 
Chicago is more all-in with its rebuild/fall for Connor Bedard 
than the sportsbooks thought. There were low expectations 
for the Blackhawks going into this season, and still they're 
top five among teams tracking away from that preseason 
pace. But given what Chicago is trying to accomplish, maybe 
that's a good thing? 

 

 
 

Corsi Canes come up short in Pacioretty’s debut 
 
Despite a 67-shot onslaught, the Carolina Hurricanes found 
themselves on the losing end tonight, falling 5-3 to the 
Nashville Predators. 
 
By Ryan Henkel 
 
It was apparently throwback night at PNC Arena Thursday 
night as the Corsi Canes made an unexpected – and 
unwelcome – appearance. 
 
Even though the focus should have been on the season 
debut of winger Max Pacioretty coming off of his offseason 
achilles surgery, the story instead revolved around the 
Carolina Hurricanes defaulting back to some of their old 
franchise habits, as they outshot the Nashville Predators 67-
25, yet fell 5-3. 
 
It was one of those games where you simply have to tip your 
cap to the opposition, namely Juuse Saros, whose 64 saves 
set a franchise record for the Predators as well as tied the 
record for third most saves in an NHL regular season game. 
 

“We played a good game,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “I’m not going to put any negatives on this. You 
put up [nearly] 70 shots… you’ve gotta win the game. We 
didn’t, gotta bury those, but what you’ve gotta do is give 
credit where credit is due. That guy played as good of a 
game as you’re ever gonna see. Essentially that was the 
difference.” 
 
According to MoneyPuck.com, Saros saved 3.09 goals 
above expected. He solely stole the show. 
 
Hurricanes should be no stranger to Saros’ penchant for 
stealing games as this was Saros’ third career game with 
50+ saves, which have all come against Carolina. 
 
It was a game that the Hurricanes probably win 9 times out 
of 10, but this is hockey and that’s just how it goes. 
 
The Canes had found a lead three separate times throughout 
the game, however quick responses by the Preds kept 
deflating the home team. 
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Carolina scored on an early power play in the first period as 
a Brett Pesce shot deflected around before finally finding its 
way in past Juuse Saros thanks to Paul Stast’s-knee (ba-
dum-tss). 
 
But then Nashville got a power play after a Teuvo 
Teravainen offensive zone trip and Filip Forsberg sniped one 
past Pyotr Kochetkov. 
 
Then at the start of the second period, Pesce was the 
facilitator yet again, this time finding Brady Skjei cruising 
through the slot for the go-ahead goal. 
 
However, Mattias Ekholm received the puck after a faceoff 
win, wound up, and ripped a slap shot that cleanly beat 
Kochetkov with no traffic in front. 
 
Then Jordan Staal got loose and ripped one top corner on 
Saros. But then Cody Glass answered right back after Miakel 
Granlund found him alone on the backdoor. 
 
So it was a night full of call and response that eventually 
Carolina wound up on the wrong end of. 
 
Five minutes into the third period, Nashville went ahead as 
Mark Jankowski tipped a Ryan Johansen feed past 
Kochetkov and that was all she wrote. The Hurricanes 
pounded Nashville with wave after wave, putting up 28 shots 
in the third period alone, but they couldn’t break Saros again. 

 
Colton Sissons would ice the game with an empty netter in 
the waning seconds. 
 
“We gave up four goals, so we’ve gotta find ways to tighten it 
up,” Staal said. “I’d love to see our special teams win that 
battle. That would have been the difference maker tonight. 
We created a lot of offense obviously, but we’ve gotta play 
some tighter D if we want to win in this league.” 
 
Despite the results, that kind of effort is one that Carolina has 
to like, because how often are you going to lose a game you 
put up 67 — honestly a bit of a cheesy tribute to Pacioretty in 
his debut — shots in. 
 
But jokes aside, Pacioretty looked really good in the game, 
putting up six shots and even getting involved physically in 
16:06 of ice time. He looks like he’ll be able to jump right in 
and go without much worry. 
 
“I was impressed because he looked like he didn’t miss a 
beat,” Brind’Amour said of the winger. “He looked like he had 
played with us before. He knows how to prepare and knows 
what he’s doing out there.” 
 
Hopefully the suffocating offense that the Hurricanes brought 
can stick around as the team hits the road for a 4 p.m. 
Saturday showdown in Columbus against the Blue Jackets. 

 

Quick Whistles: Historic Hurricanes Run Ends, Max Pacioretty’s Impact 
 
The Hurricanes’ historic run has ended, but Max Pacioretty’s 
looming return could have a serious impact on the team’s 
upside. 
 
By Brett Finger 
 
A historic run ended with a thud for the Carolina Hurricanes 
on Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden. 

The New York Rangers handed the Hurricanes a 5-3 loss, 
marking the end of Carolina’s franchise-best 11-game win 
streak. The run was unprecedented for this group, putting 
plenty of teams on notice in the process. 

Once lagging far behind the division-leading New Jersey 
Devils, the Hurricanes now have five points separating them 
from a Devils club that has since come back down to Earth. 
League-wide, only the Boston Bruins have outpaced the 
Hurricanes to this point in the season. Two games remain 
between the two teams this regular season, and fortunately 
for Carolina, both games will be at PNC Arena and away 
from TD Garden, where the Bruins haven’t lost a regulation 
game all season (19-0-3). 

This week’s Quick Whistles discusses Carolina’s loss in New 
York and what this week’s massive injury news means for 
the Hurricanes as they approach the halfway point of the 
2022-23 season. 

New York, Old Problems For Hurricanes 

It had to end at some point. An 11-game winning streak and 
18-game point streak came to a close at the end of what was 
a rare rough night up and down the Hurricanes’ lineup 
against the Rangers. 

Three New York power-play tallies on five attempts are what 
sunk the team, including a controversial late penalty on 
Jordan Martinook in a one-goal game that resulted in an 
empty-net goal to put the Hurricanes out of reach. They 
allowed three PPGs for the first time in a game this season, 
and it was just the third time they’ve had it happen since the 
beginning of last season. 

Beyond their special teams' woes, which included an 0-for-3 
outing from their 26th-ranked power play, it was also just one 
of their worst all-around games of the season. In all 
situations, the Hurricanes generated just 1.95 expected 
goals-for on an uncharacteristically low 23 shots on last 
year’s Vezina Trophy winner Igor Shesterkin. 

At 5-on-5, they struggled to put together consistent offensive 
pushes, though their top-end players did capitalize on a key 
chance in the first period through the Andrei Svechnikov and 
Martin Necas connection. That goal put them up 2-1 in the 
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game, and a fortuitous bounce off of a Jalen Chatfield point 
shot put them ahead 3-2 at the end of the second period. 

It was the team’s first regulation loss this season in a game 
they led on the scoreboard through two periods. 

Pyotr Kochetkov’s return to the net after a two-week injury-
related absence didn’t go spectacularly well, either. The rusty 
rookie gave up four goals on 30 shots, though he did make a 
phenomenal post-to-post save on Artemi Panarin in the third 
period that kept his team squarely in the game. 

It was a matter of time before Carolina’s incredible run came 
to a close, and it took a perfect storm of things going the 
wrong way to finally make it happen. Even still, the 
Hurricanes were a shot away from knotting up the score with 
just over a minute to go in the third period. 

The Rangers seem to be the only team in the league that 
has the Hurricanes’ number since the start of 2021-22. They 
ousted Carolina from last year’s playoffs in the second 
round, playing an abrasive and opportunistic style of hockey 
that, when hot, can lead to great success through ultra-
skilled players in Panarin and Adam Fox and a world-class 
goalie still in the early stages of his NHL career. 

As of late, that’s been the case for the Rangers, who have 
followed up a disappointing 11-10-5 start with ten wins in 
their last 13 games. They now have a grip on the third playoff 
spot in the Metropolitan Division, and suddenly, the three 
remaining matchups between these two teams seem much 
more intriguing. 

Expectations For Pacioretty 

The Hurricanes announced Wednesday that offseason trade 
acquisition Max Pacioretty has been activated from injured 
reserve and placed on the club’s active roster. 

Of course, with Pacioretty’s sizeable cap hit, some 
maneuvering had to be done, and that was achieved by 
placing forward Ondrej Kase on long-term IR, which is 
another disappointing sign for his future with the team and 
the league, as a whole. Still just 27, Kase’s bright career has 
been derailed by concussions. 

Shifting focus back to the Hurricanes, Pacioretty’s looming 
return is already being compared to a big trade deadline 
acquisition. In practice, that is true, especially since Don 
Waddell gave up nothing (literally) in return for him in that off-
season trade with the Vegas Golden Knights. 

It’s difficult to project what version of Pacioretty the 
Hurricanes will get once he does make his debut with the 

team, be it on Thursday against the Nashville Predators and 
Nino Niederreiter, the player he was essentially brought in to 
be an upgrade over, or in the games that follow. 

The only way to get a strong read is to know what he has 
been and then hamper expectations. Hampering 
expectations for Pacioretty, though, proves to be a difficult 
task. 

Last season, his age-34 campaign, was one of the most 
impactful offensive seasons of his 14-season NHL career, 
though he played in just 39 games due to multiple injuries 
that had him jumping in and out of the lineup at points. He 
ended the season with 19 goals and 37 points in those 39 
games. 

Once thought to be on the downslope of his career, 
Pacioretty reinvented himself in his final three seasons in 
Vegas. He’s honed in on what makes him such an effective 
player, and now he has the opportunity to do that with a 
Stanley Cup contender, provided he can remain healthy. 

The veteran sniper has scored 75 goals over his last 158 
regular season games, dating back to the beginning of the 
2019-20 season. To put his goal-scoring acumen into 
perspective, his .48 goals-per-game over the last four NHL 
seasons leads all Carolina skaters, narrowly beating Aho’s 
.47. Svechnikov’s .37 rate is a distant third place on that list. 

Pacioretty is a drastically different player than Aho, though. 
He isn’t a puck-carrying play driver that can create offense 
for an entire line. He is, through and through, a pure goal-
scorer. He rifles shots from high-danger scoring areas at a 
constant pace, which isn’t necessarily dissimilar to the 
Hurricanes, but his efficiency is what has made him one of 
the league's best scorers. 

His presence on the power play could finally give the 
Hurricanes two units that could pose a threat. His presence 
at 5-on-5 could do wonders for play drivers like Sebastian 
Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. 

That’s the best-case scenario. The more likely one is that he 
starts with limited minutes, perhaps on a line with Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi in the bottom six, and then the team and player 
go from there. Whatever happens, adding a player like 
Pacioretty is nothing but an upgrade for any team in the 
league. 

Max Pacioretty’s debut will be an important milestone for him 
and his journey back from what could have been a career-
ending injury. He’s exceeded all expectations in his recovery 
to this point, so perhaps he’ll do the same thing when he hits 
the ice in the coming days (or hours). 
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Andrei Svechnikov named to NHL All-Star Game 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes’ forward has 19 goals and 33 points 
in 38 games this season. 

By Ryan Henkel 

After leading his team in goals 38 games into the season, 
Andrei Svechnikov has been named to the NHL All-Star 
Game as the Carolina Hurricanes’ representative. 

This will be Svechnikov’s first ever All-Star Game following in 
the footsteps of teammate Sebastian Aho who was the 
team’s All-Star last season. 

The other Hurricanes to have been named to All-Star game 
rosters includes Paul Stastny, Max Pacioretty, Jaccob Slavin, 
Brent Burns and Frederik Andersen. 

Here is the list of players who will be joining Svechnikov in 
the All-Star Game which will be held on February 3-4 in 
Sunrise, Florida. 

Metro 
    Johnny Gaudreau - Columbus Blue Jackets 
    Jack Hughes - New Jersey Devils 
    Brock Nelson - New York Islanders 
    Igor Shesterkin - New York Rangers 
    Kevin Hayes - Philadelphia Flyers 
    Sidney Crosby - Pittsburgh Penguins 
    Alex Ovechkin - Washington Capitals 
Atlantic 
    Linus Ullmark - Boston Bruins 
    Tage Thompson - Buffalo Sabres 
    Dylan Larkin - Detroit Red Wings 
    Matthew Tkachuk - Florida Panthers 
    Nick Suzuki - Montreal Canadiens 

    Brady Tkachuk - Ottawa Senators 
    Nikita Kucherov - Tampa Bay Lightning 
    Mitch Marner - Toronto Maple Leafs 
Pacific 
    Troy Terry - Anaheim Ducks 
    Nazem Kadri - Calgary Flames 
    Connor McDavid - Edmonton Oilers 
    Kevin Fiala - LA Kings 
    Erik Karlsson - San Jose Sharks 
    Matty Beniers - Seattle Kraken 
    Elias Pettersson - Vancouver Canucks 
    Logan Thompson - Vegas Golden Knights 
Central 
    Clayton Keller - Arizona Coyotes 
    Seth Jones - Chicago Blackhawks 
    Cale Makar - Colorado Avalanche 
    Jason Robertson - Dallas Stars 
    Kirill Kaprizov - Minnesota Wild 
    Juuse Saros - Nashville Predators 
    Vladimir Tarasenko - St. Louis Blues 
    Josh Morrissey - Winnipeg Jets 
 
There will also be a chance for three more players from each 
division to make the final rosters — two skaters and one 
goaltender. These players will be selected in the form of a 
fan vote that opened up at 9 p.m. EST on Thursday. 

This year, the league will also combine its usual online vote 
with data it collects from Twitter. From January 12 through 
January 14, every tweet that includes a players full name or 
Twitter handle along with #NHLAllStarVote will also be 
counted. 

The online vote, however, will run through January 17 and 
after the data is combined, the winners will be announced 
January 19. 
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Pacioretty’s return, 67 shots not enough for Carolina; Predators maul Hurricanes 5-3 
 
By Sam Overton 

Even a franchise-record-breaking 67 shots on goal couldn’t 
save the Carolina Hurricanes from a 5-3 loss to the Nashville 
Predators on Thursday, Jan. 5. 

Although morale was high after the Hurricanes (25-8-6) 
introduced veteran left wing Max Pacioretty for the first time 
this season, the Predators’ (17-14-6) stunning defense and 
goaltending capabilities exhausted almost every single one 
of Carolina’s shots. 

Pacioretty made his debut with the Hurricanes on Thursday 
evening, his presence drawing raucous cheers from the 
crowd of Caniacs. The 34-year old, who underwent surgery 
for a torn Achilles tendon on Aug. 10, wasn’t expected to 
return for at least another month. 

“I’m happy I’m back, playing with the team,” Pacioretty said. 
“I’m happy with how everything’s gone, and now it’s my goal 
and it’s my job to get better each and every day.” 

Predators right wing Nino Niederreiter also returned to a 
standing ovation in PNC Arena. The Swiss native, who 
played with Carolina for four seasons, remains beloved by 
Canes fans months after Niederreiter signed a two-year, $8 
million contract with Nashville. 

Nashville had a near-immediate answer to each of Carolina’s 
first three points, snapping the Hurricanes’ hopes after each 
go-ahead goal. Less than three minutes after center Paul 
Statsny’s biscuit on the power play, Nashville left wing Filip 
Forsberg evened the score. At the top of the second frame, 
Nashville defenseman Mattias Ekholm scored shortly after 
defenseman Brady Skjei’s go-ahead goal riled up the crowd 
at PNC. 

The Hurricanes’ third goal was scored by none other than 
center Jordan Staal, Carolina’s longtime captain, in his 700th 
game with the franchise. Although ultimately answered by 
the Predators two minutes later, Staal’s blink-and-you-miss-it 
slapshot was nothing short of incredible in the face of 
Nashville goaltender Juuse Saros. 

To his credit, Saros was nearly impenetrable to Carolina’s 
powerful offense. At the end of the second frame, the 
Hurricanes had outshot the Predators by 25, but you 

wouldn’t know from the score. In fact, Saros was named to 
the Central Division roster for the 2023 NHL All-Star game 
during Thursday night’s match. 

“You’ve gotta give credit where credit’s due,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “[Saros] played as good of a game 
as you’re ever gonna see. That’s the story.  You can write 
down other things, but … that’s the difference.” 

Despite picking up 39 shots on goal by the end of the second 
period, something was lacking on Carolina’s end. The shot 
attempts didn’t mirror the score, and maybe that can be 
chalked up to goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov’s lackluster 
performance — although the rookie was crucial to the 
Hurricanes’ success in December, every star hits slumps 
every now and then. Plus, the missed opportunities on the 
man advantage didn’t help. 

“Obviously, we gave up four goals, so we’re going to have to 
find ways to tighten it up,” Staal said. “I’d love to see our 
special teams win that battle — I think that would’ve been the 
difference-maker tonight.” 

A soft goal from Nashville center Mark Jankowski early in the 
third frame heightened tensions in the building, especially 
after Carolina let a power play go to waste despite several 
solid attempts on goal. With a little over nine minutes to go, 
the Hurricanes had clocked 53 shots but still needed to find 
an opportunity to salvage Thursday night’s game in Raleigh. 

Without a saving grace within the last half of the third frame, 
Carolina suffered its second-straight loss after falling to the 
New York Rangers two nights prior. That being said, such a 
dominating offensive presence bodes well for the weeks 
ahead, especially after Pacioretty gets some more time on 
the ice and Kochetkov shakes off the rust. 

“You’re going to leave here upset and frustrated,” 
Brind’Amour said. “[But] tomorrow’s a new day. When we 
were on the streak, it was never — no one was talking about 
it in the room. … We’re not talking about that. It’ll be how we 
get better, and the guys understand that.” 

The Hurricanes’ will face the Columbus Blue Jackets at 
Nationwide Arena this Saturday, Jan. 7. Puck drop is set for 
4 p.m.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article270825337.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article270699067.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article270833462.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article270805087.html 
https://theathletic.com/4059719/2023/01/05/hurricanes-trade-board-1-0-is-a-no-2-center-needed-or-just-depth-players/ 

https://theathletic.com/4058806/2023/01/05/nhl-free-agency-trades-grades-review/ 
https://theathletic.com/4043552/2023/01/06/nhl-style-power-rankings-bear-grylls-appears-sabres-rally-around-damar-hamlin/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/saros-stops-64-shots-predators-beat-hurricanes-5-3/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/niederreiter-who-wanted-to-come-back-to-hurricanes-returns-with-predators/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/svechnikov-to-represent-canes-at-all-star-game/c-339566664 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-preds-spoil-paciorettys-hurricanes-debut/c-339569648 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/pacioretty-set-to-return-after-suffering-achilles-tear-in-august/c-339392478 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nashville-predators-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-339468942 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-dayton-flyers-carolina-hurricanes-toronto-fc-bbf5a4140974b8ade1cb506689e24b16 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35387210/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-standings-point-projections 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/5/23541833/carolina-hurricanes-lose-to-nashville-predators-in-max-pacioretty-returns-juuse-saros-staal-
stastny 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/5/23539232/quick-whistles-historic-carolina-hurricanes-run-ends-max-pacioretty-impact-aho-svechnikov-nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/5/23541650/andrei-svechnikov-named-to-nhl-all-star-game-carolina-hurricanes 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/pacioretty-s-return-67-shots-not-enough-for-carolina-predators-maul-hurricanes-5-3/article_514788e6-
8d76-11ed-a48d-e793d0994f3c.html 
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Canes unleash record barrage of shots, but Preds goalie stands tall in 
Nashville’s win 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-7 minutes 1/5/2023 

 

Raleigh 

Carolina Hurricanes fans had several things to cheer Thursday at PNC 
Arena. 

Forward Max Pacioretty made his Hurricanes debut. That got a big hand. 

Canes forward Andrei Svechnikov was chosen for the 2023 NHL All-Star 
Game. Another big hand. 

And Nino Niederreiter was making his return to PNC Arena with the 
Nashville Predators. The former Canes winger was given a video tribute 
that was well-received by an appreciative home crowd. 

What the crowd really wanted was to celebrate a victory, but that did not 
come as the Predators took a 5-3 victory and handed the Canes a 
second straight regulation defeat. 

The end result seemed almost inconceivable looking at the final 
statistics: the Canes with a franchise-record 67 shots against Preds 
goalie Juuse Saros. Carolina had 54 scoring chances, including 27 “high-
danger” chances, according to Naturalstattrick.com. And scored three 
times. And lost. 

“We played a good game. I’m not going to put any negatives on this,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Aamour said. “You’ve got to win the game. We 
didn’t. You’ve got to bury those. 

“You’ve got to give credit where credit’s due. That guy played as good a 
game in the net as you’re ever going to see. That’s the story.” 

Saros’ 64 saves — 28 in the third period — were both a career high and 
franchise record, allowing Nashville to escape with the road win. Mark 
Jankowski’s deflection of a Ryan Johansen shot at 5:06 of the third gave 
the Preds (17-14-6) the lead, and they sealed the win by killing off a 
penalty late in the third before an empty-net goal by Colton Sissons. 

The Canes (25-8-6) scored go-ahead goals three times in the first two 
periods — Paul Stastny, Brady Skjei and Jordan Staal converting. Three 
times, the Preds promptly tied it. 

Pacioretty, recovered from an Achilles tendon injury, got 16:06 of ice time 
Thursday — 5:11 on the power play — in his first game, and played with 
some snarl. 

“He was better than I thought,” Brind’Amour said. “He looked like he was 
right away ready to go.” 

Other takeaways from the game 

▪ It will be Svechnikov’s first All-Star game appearance. Likely the first of 
several. 

▪ Saros played like an All-Star (He also was announced as a selection 
Thursday). His career high in saves before Thursday was 49 against 
Florida in 2021. 

▪ Didn’t take long for Pacioretty to get involved. His first shift as a 
Hurricanes came 1:30 into the game and was used on the first power-
play unit, ripping a shot from the right circle. No. 67 plays with an edge. 
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“He looked great. Big body, shoots the puck really hard, makes good 
plays,” Staal said. “Nice to see him back. He’ll be really good for us.” 

▪ Stastny had an aggressive, active night, giving Saros fits around the 
crease. Stastny scored in the first and could have had a few more goals 
as he constantly got good position and good looks. 

Stastny lost his helmet in the Nashville zone during the third. But the 
veteran calmly collected it, then his stick and nearly set up a goal for the 
Canes. 

▪ Either Brady Skjei or Brett Pesce easily could be all-stars. Pesce’s 
sharp pass to Skjei and Skjei’s quick release in the slot gave the Canes a 
second-period goal, Skjei’s seventh. They work so well together. 

Pesce single-handedly defused a breakaway by Johansen late in the 
second, getting back to knock the puck away from behind. 

▪ Preds defenseman Mattias Ekholm, a big guy at 6-4 and 215 pounds, 
tried to rough up Martin Necas and Jesperi Kotkaniemi in the first period. 
At one point, Necas was knocked into the Nashville bench. 

Kotkaniemi later was called for embellishment after reacting to a hit from 
Ekholm. The thunderous boos from Canes fans were instant feedback on 
the call. 

▪ For those wondering, the 67 shots by the Canes topped the franchise 
record of 65 set in March 1984 when the Hartford Whalers beat Toronto 
5-3. 

▪ Kochetkov gave up three goals on the first 12 shots he faced. He didn’t 
seal the short-side post on the first one and Filip Forsberg, an elite 
sniper, made him pay. The rookie did not look very comfortable in the 
crease. 

▪ The Canes never held a lead long. Three times, the Preds answered 
Carolina within a few minutes as Forsberg, Ekholm and Cody Glass 
scored. 

“We took a couple of breathers there where we didn’t quite bear down 
and boom, there’s the game,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov selected for 2023 NHL 
All-Star Game 

 

Chip Alexander 

4-4 minutes 1/5/2023 

 

Raleigh 

Everyone seems to agree Andrei Svechnikov of the Carolina Hurricanes 
has the makings of an NHL star. 

Those in NHL hockey operations agree, selecting the power forward to 
represent the Hurricanes in the 2023 All-Star Game. For Svechnikov, 22, 
it will be his first all-star appearance. 

“It’s huge, kind of a dream to be there,” Svechnikov said Wednesday 
night. “As a kid I was watching that, and I would never think I was going 
to go there.” 

Svechnikov, who has a team-leading 19 goals for the Metropolitan 
Division leaders, will compete for the Metro division team. Other 
members of the Metro team announced Thursday: Sidney Crosby 
(Pittsburgh), Alex Ovechkin (Washington), Jack Hughes (New Jersey), 

Johnny Gaudreau (Columbus), Kevin Hayes (Philadelphia), Brock Nelson 
(Islanders). and Igor Shesterkin (Rangers). 

The other members of the Metro team and other divisional teams will be 
chosen by a fan vote that began Thursday night and runs through Jan 
14. 
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Max Pacioretty officially making Carolina Hurricanes debut against 
Nashville Predators 

 

Chip Alexander 

4-5 minutes 1/5/2023 

 

Raleigh 

Max Pacioretty is ready to play hockey again. 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday that the 
veteran forward, who has recovered from an Achilles tendon tear, would 
be in the lineup against the Nashville Predators in the game at PNC 
Arena and make his Hurricanes debut. 

The Hurricanes traded for Pacioretty in the offseason, working a July 19 
deal with the Vegas Golden Knights and looking to add a proven scorer. 
Pacioretty, 34, suffered the Achilles injury in early August in an off-ice 
workout and underwent surgery. 

The belief initially was that Pacioretty might not be available until some 
time in February. But he began skating in December, joined the team 
practices in a yellow non-contact jersey, then switched to a normal jersey 
on Dec. 27. He was taken off Long Term Injured Reserve on 
Wednesday. 

Brind’Amour said he would temper his expectations for Pacioretty. 

Will Tampa Bay Buccaneers HC Todd Bowles Give QB Kyle Trask Live 
Reps in Week 18? 

“I’m not going to put too much on him,” Brind’Amour said. “He’ll get up to 
game speed as quickly as possible and then he’ll have the adjustment 
period of what we’re doing. I think that’s the biggest thing for him right 
now. Just get his feet under him and get back to playing in the NHL.” 

The game against Nashville will be Pacioretty’s first NHL game since 
April 29, 2022, when he had a goal and assist for the Golden Knights at 
St. Louis. 

Pacioretty had 19 goals and 37 points in39 regular-season games last 
season for Vegas. He has scored 30 or more goals six times and has 
323 goals in his career. 

It’s that kind of steady production that the Canes will be counting on 
when Pacioretty is back at full speed. 

“We hope he will bring what he’s done his whole career (and) put the 
puck in the back of the net when he gets his chances,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He’s a goal scorer and you can’t have enough of that.” 
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Hurricanes trade board 1.0: Is a No. 2 center needed, or just depth 
players? 

 

Cory Lavalette 

9-11 minutes 1/5/2023 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have already established themselves as Stanley 
Cup contenders. Their recent 11-game win streak catapulted them to the 
top of the Metropolitan Division, and now Max Pacioretty is on the cusp 
of making his Carolina debut. 

The team is three-deep in net as Frederik Andersen gets closer to 
returning, and even Ondrej Kase — who has been out with a concussion 
since playing in the season opener — is ramping up his on-ice activity. 

So what are Carolina’s needs ahead of the March 3 trade deadline, 
which is suddenly less than two months away? 

The Athletic’s NHL trade board gives an idea of what might be out there 
and mesh with what the Hurricanes could pursue. 

A No. 2 center 

I’m not convinced Carolina is all that interested in taking a run at a big-
name center to bolster its second line. But if they are, there are some 
intriguing names. 

Bo Horvat, Vancouver 

Cap hit: $5.5 million though 2022-23 

28 goals, 14 assists through 37 games 

No. 1 on The Athletic trade board 

Jonathan Toews, Chicago 

Cap hit: $10.5 million through 2022-23 

11 goals, 9 assists through 36 games 

No. 5 on The Athletic trade board 

Ryan O’Reilly, St. Louis 

Cap hit: $7.5 million through 2022-23 

10 goals, 6 assists through 37 games 

No. 7 on The Athletic trade board 

These are three high-priced options that would require two things the 
Hurricanes either don’t have or don’t want to part with: cap space and 
multiple assets. 

Toews and O’Reilly would be pure rentals and likely not of interest to 
Carolina for what they would cost and the maneuvering necessary to get 
them under the cap. 

Horvat is a bit different because he has a more manageable cap hit and 
is only 27 — making him an option to re-sign if he proved to be a fit. But 
even that is complicated. It would jeopardize re-signing Sebastian Aho 
after next season and also likely mean finding a way to shed Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi’s contract or parting ways with Jordan Staal. 

In the end, I think Carolina will stick with what they have, whether it’s 
Kotkaniemi or Paul Stastny playing significant center minutes or even 
trying Martin Necas out in the middle if necessary. 

Depth forward 

GM Don Waddell mentioned during a radio spot this week that the team 
will likely only be looking for depth at the deadline. With Pacioretty 
returning, there’s really no room for a top-six winger even if Necas was 

moved to the middle. And if Kase keeps trending in the right direction, 
that’s another winger who can move up and down the lineup. 

Carolina could either go pure rental here, as they did last year by adding 
Max Domi, or take a longer-term view. 

Trevor Lewis, Calgary 

Cap hit: $800,000 through 2022-23 

7 goals, 5 assists through 39 games 

The Flames fancied themselves contenders, but they’ve struggled. If they 
slide out of playoff contention, Lewis will probably be in demand because 
of his experience. Yes, he’s 35, but Lewis is a high-energy player who 
would fit well on Carolina’s fourth line if needed, and the cost to get the 
two-time Stanley Cup winner shouldn’t be exorbitant. 

Andrei Kuzmenko, Vancouver 

Cap hit: $950,000 through 2022-23 

15 goals, 17 assists through 36 games 

The Canucks of course want to keep Kuzmenko, who has had a 
spectacular first NHL season after coming over from Russia. But if 
Vancouver finds it is unable to make headway in negotiations with the 
26-year-old, there will be a rush to try and get him. His numbers are 
skewed — he’s scoring on nearly a quarter of his shots — but he’s 
proven he can play in the NHL. He’ll get overpaid on his next deal so 
signing him long-term seems unlikely, but he’s a solid rental option if the 
price stays below a first-round pick. 

Ryan Lomberg, Florida 

Cap hit: $800,000 through 2023-24 

4 goals, 5 assists through 39 games 

Lomberg is a downright pest who finishes every check and plays with 
boundless energy. If the Panthers fizzle out of the playoff race, he could 
be an option worth considering. If there’s one thing the Hurricanes lack, 
it’s some bite. They tried to add some grit over the summer by pursuing 
Mason Marchment before losing out on him to Dallas. Lomberg can’t 
match that kind of skill, but he is a relentless forechecker and undersized 
physical presence. Of course, Carolina already has a player like that in 
prospect Jamieson Rees waiting in the wings, so adding Lomberg — who 
has another year on his contract — might be overkill. 

Garnet Hathaway, Washington 

Cap hit: $1.5 million through 2022-23 

4 goals, 6 assists through 40 games 

The Capitals are in the playoff hunt now, but if things go sideways, 
Hathaway could be a guy on the move. He’s a big, right-handed winger 
who can play the role of agitator and will fight when needed. He’s not the 
most fleet of foot, but he’s not a bad 13th forward to carry on your roster. 

Noel Acciari, St. Louis 

Cap hit: $1.25 million through 2022-23 

9 goals, 6 assists through 38 games 

Acciari could bring a few needed skills to the Hurricanes. Like Lomberg, 
he’s a wrecking ball on the ice and can score from time to time. He’s also 
a right-handed center — something that is lacking on Carolina’s roster 
outside of Derek Stepan. He hasn’t been much of a playoff performer, but 
he could be a good option if more physicality is needed in the lineup. 

Depth defenseman 

The Hurricanes’ top four is locked in. Unless Carolina was to suffer an 
injury to a player in its top two pairings, the need on defense is third-
pairing depth. There are a couple of ways the Hurricanes could go with 
this. One consideration is getting someone who can run the second 
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power-play unit, taking that responsibility off Brett Pesce’s plate. The 
other is pursuing more of a defensive defenseman, someone who can 
add snarl and penalty-killing acumen to the lineup. 

John Klingberg, Anaheim 

Cap hit: $7 million through 2022-23 

4 goals, 7 assists through 31 games 

No. 6 on The Athletic trade board 

Signed this offseason to be flipped at the deadline, Klingberg has 
struggled with the Ducks. Carolina has had interest in the past, but the 
combination of cap expense and concern that Klingberg has gone belly-
up means the Hurricanes may no longer have him on their radar. That 
said, Carolina has shown it likes depreciated assets, and if the price is 
right he could be an option to run the second power play. Klingberg’s 
hefty contract will be an issue for any suitor without a third team carrying 
some bags of cash off his cap hit. 

Vladislav Gavrikov, Columbus 

Cap hit: $2.8 million through 2022-23 

2 goals, 7 assists through 36 games 

No. 9 on The Athletic trade board 

Gavrikov has kept his head above water while playing an oversized role 
on a depleted Blue Jackets defense. He is capable of playing big 
minutes, is third in the league in penalty-kill time on ice and has some 
offensive skill. The Hurricanes waited out Columbus last year and got 
Domi at a discount, but Gavrikov will be hotly pursued. 

Shayne Gostisbehere, Arizona 

Cap hit: $4.5 million through 2022-23 

9 goals, 17 assists through 36 games 

No. 12 on The Athletic trade board 

Gostisbehere is kind of a Tony DeAngelo Lite — instant offense but 
suspect defense. If the Hurricanes decide a priority is a defender to 
quarterback the second power-play unit, then Gostisbehere makes 
sense. His underlying numbers have been good most of his career, but 
no one will confuse him with Jaccob Slavin in his own end. 

Joel Edmundson, Montreal 

Cap hit: $3.5 million through 2023-24 

1 goal, 4 assists through 28 games 

No. 18 on The Athletic trade board 

Edmundson had his best statistical season in Carolina before cashing in 
with the Canadiens. The deal hasn’t panned out for Montreal, but 
Edmundson’s size, toughness and experience will make him attractive at 
the deadline even though he has another year on his contract. The 
Hurricanes would know what they’re getting with Edmundson, and his 
penalty killing would help a unit that hasn’t been as good this season as 
during the rest of coach Rod Brind’Amour’s tenure. His injury problems 
since signing with Montreal are a red flag, considering the extra year on 
his contract. 

Dmitry Kulikov, Anaheim 

Cap hit: $2.25 million through 2022-23 

2 goals, 7 assists through 38 games 

Kulikov is in his 14th season but is still only 32 years old. He never 
turned into the offensive defenseman some expected, but Kulikov has 
made a career of being steady and reliable in his own end while logging 
nearly 20 minutes a night in 800-plus NHL games. He wouldn’t be 

expected to play that much on the Hurricanes’ third pairing, but he would 
provide another option and depth that is otherwise lacking. 

Radko Gudas, Florida 

Cap hit: $2.5 million though 2022-23 

2 goals, 4 assists through 29 games 

Like with Lomberg, this would require the Panthers becoming sellers at 
the deadline. But if it’s physicality and toughness the Hurricanes crave on 
defense at the deadline, Gudas has both in spades. He also has an 
underrated shot at the point and could benefit from fewer defensive zone 
starts than he’s gotten throughout his career. The question is if the good 
(grit and toughness) outweighs the bad (untimely penalties) with Gudas. 
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Blue Jackets squander good start, fall 6-2 to Washington Capitals 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

The Blue Jackets’ habit of not sustaining good starts bit them again 
Thursday at Nationwide Arena.  

After outplaying the Washington Capitals for the first 10-plus minutes of 
the game and taking a 1-0 lead on Johnny Gaudreau’s goal at 5:19, the 
game started slipping away in the final five minutes of it.  

Washington didn’t score in the first, but tacked on four goals in the 
second plus more two in the third for a 6-2 win that set a Capitals 
franchise record as their eighth straight road victory. It was the second 
straight loss for the Blue Jackets (11-24-2), who ended a seven-game 
losing streak on Dec. 31 with a 4-1 victory over the Chicago Blackhawks.  

“They definitely pushed in the second,” said Gaudreau, who snapped a 
nine-game goal drought. “We got caught out there a little long one too 
many times. We turned the puck over a few times and they capitalized.”  

Alex Ovechkin scored his 29th goal of the season and 809th of his 
career, T.J. Oshie scored two goals and the Capitals got three more 
goals from Nicolas Aube-Kubel, Martin Fehervary and Garnet Hathaway. 

Gavin Bayreuther scored the second goal for The Blue Jackets (11-24-2), 
who started goalie Elvis Merzlikins (31 saves) in net. Bayreuther scored a 
second goal early in the third, briefly cutting it to 4-3, but it was 
overturned by a coaching challenge that spotted defenseman Adam 
Boqvist offside before the puck entered the Washington zone.  

The Capitals soon made it 5-2 on Oshie’s second goal, which he scored 
to cap a power play.  

“He gives up six, but I don’t think he played bad tonight,” Blue Jackets 
coach Brad Larsen said of Merzlikins. “It’s probably very frustrating for 
him. For us, we’re there. We get it to 4-3 in the third and we’re an inch 
offside. Then they get a power play and that’s the difference.” 

It was a goal that fit perfectly into the Blue Jackets' season of woe. 

It involved the best of intentions, the worst of fortunes and a touch of 
defensive incompetence that combined to give the Washington Capitals 
a 3-2 lead late in the second period, which quickly became 4-2 before the 
period ended. Less than five minutes after Bayreuther tied it 2-2 with a 
“knucklepuck,” from the hockey gods, the Capitals surged back on 
Fehervary’s goal off an improbable sequence.  

Dylan Strome started it with a shot from the right circle, which Blue 
Jackets forward Liam Foudy deflected off his own knee with an 
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outstretched stick. That was the "best intentions" part. The puck then 
shot off Foudy's shin pad and headed straight for Fehervary, who’d 
jumped to create shooting lane through traffic. Here's where terrible luck 
entered the scene. 

Upon landing, the puck clunked off Fehervary's helmet, flipped into the 
air and arced toward the Blue Jackets’ net over a crowd of unaware 
players. It eventually fluttered into the cage and plopped to the ice behind 
a stunned Merzlikins. 

“I’ve gotten used to it,” Merzlikins said. “All these crazy goals are 
happening to me. This year, it’s something crazy. I had no idea where it 
was. I saw just (Vladislav Gavrikov) in the last moment trying to get it, but 
I had no idea where it is. I just lost the puck in front of me.” 

It’s been that kind of season for the Blue Jackets and, specifically, 
Merzlikins, who hadn’t played since Dec. 15 and was coming off a lower-
body injury plus his fourth COVID-19 infection. Along with rotten luck on 
several odd-bounce goals, Merzlikins is also struggling to keep more 
typical shots out of the net.  

He allowed six goals on 37 shots, dropping his ice cold save percentage 
from .864 before the game to a frigid .861 after. Likewise, his goals-
against average continued to balloon, inflating from 4.68 before the game 
to 4.78 afterward.   

This is the first of a five-year contract extension Merzlikins signed last 
season, which carries a $5.4 million charge against the NHL salary cap. 
To put it bluntly, they need him to work through his struggles and he 
needs to get a lot more starts. His teammates also need to provide more 
help to Merzlikins, Joonas Korpisalo and rookie Daniil Tarasov than 
what’s been provided in the first 37 games.  

If there was a bright side to Merzlikins’ performance, it was multiple 
stretches of sharpness that can be used as building blocks for his next 
outing.  

“To me, most important was to track the puck, be in position and have 
patience on the shot,” he said. “Before Christmas, during the COVID, 
maybe it was a good thing … mentally I had a good break. I (thought) 
about it and I was chasing the puck. I was trying to chase and trying to do 
too much. My best hockey was when I let the puck hit me and I was 
trying to do that tonight. It worked, but still … six goals. There is a lot to 
work on.” 

Columbus Blue Jackets vs Washington Capitals notes 

— Gaudreau made the Metropolitan Division’s roster for the 2023 NHL 
All-Star game Feb. 4 in Sunrise, Fla., hosted by the Florida Panthers. 
Gaudreau, playing his first season with the Blue Jackets, was an easy 
choice. He leads the team in scoring (38 points), assists (27) and co-
leads in goals (11) with captain Boone Jenner. The announcement was 
made by the NHL during the first intermission break. 

"I've got a bunch of family that comes (to All-Star weekend)," said 
Gaudreau, who will make his seventh All-Star appearance. "It's nice it's in 
Florida this year too, so that will be good. It'll be nice to get down there 
and spend some time with some family and friends. It's a fun weekend." 

— Eric Robinson is the latest Blue Jackets player to leave the lineup. He 
missed this game with an upper-body injury that occurred when 
Robinson took a big hit in the Blue Jackets’ 4-0 loss Tuesday at the 
Ottawa Senators. The hit appeared to slam his head into the glass, 
leaving him wobbly. He didn’t return and didn’t participate in the morning 
skate Thursday.  

— Rookie defenseman Nick Blankenburg again participated fully in the 
morning skate and appears on track to return from a fractured ankle/high-
ankle sprain soon. 
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Blue Jackets, Elvis Merzlikins continue stumbling along in loss to 
Capitals 

 

Aaron Portzline 

5-6 minutes 1/5/2023 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — This Blue Jackets’ season has been a lost cause 
since late October, which is quite an accomplishment in a salary-cap 
league in which 16 of the 32 teams make the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

If you’d like a sobering stat, there’s this: as long as this season has 
already seemed — the Jackets have lost nine of 10 overall and eight in a 
row away from Nationwide Arena — they aren’t even halfway through 
with this misery, having played only 37 of 82 games. 

The losses keep piling up, including a 6-2 mop-job by Washington before 
17,924 on Thursday in Nationwide. 

With less than two minutes to play, and the Blue Jackets fumbling the 
puck aimless around in their own zone under zero pressure from the 
Capitals, a fan in the upper reaches of the building shouted: “Do 
something!” 

He had a point. 

There’s nothing to play for, but still plenty to prove. And one of the 
biggest lines on the to-do list between now and early April is to get 
goaltender Elvis Merzlikins back on track, to reverse the slide his career 
has been on since his rookie season of 2019-20. 

Merzlikins has had a truly dreadful season, beyond his NHL-worst save 
percentage. He’s been out of the lineup twice already this season, once 
with a lower-body injury and more recently with COVID-19, his fourth 
bout with virus. 

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen gave Merzlikins his first start since Dec. 
13 vs. Florida, which may seem like a tough assignment until you look at 
the Jackets’ upcoming schedule. There are no breaks on the horizon. 

Merzlikins and the Blue Jackets had a strong first period on Thursday, 
but the ceiling caved in during the second period. Every period is a 
challenge when you’re the Blue Jackets, but the second has been 
particularly brutal. 

That’s the period when the bench is furthest away from the defensive 
zone. If you’ve watched the Blue Jackets play this season, you know how 
much time they spend scrambling in their own zone, and line changes 
are impossible when the other club has the puck so much. 

Merzlikins allowed six goals on 37 shots. It’s hard to put lipstick on a six-
goals-against performance, but Merzlikins was done in by some seriously 
weird bounces (more on that in a bit) and by some purely atrocious 
defensive play in front of him. 

“He gave up six, but I don’t think he played badly,” Larsen said. “There 
one goal he might want back, but there’s an unlucky one that flips over 
him that he can’t see. It’s probably frustrating for him.” 

That’s the right word. 

Merzlikins said there were some aspects of Thursday’s game that felt like 
progress within his own game. Still, his save percentage slipped from 
.864 to .861, a ghastly number. 

At 17:20 of the second period, Washington’s Dylan Strome fired a puck 
from above the right faceoff dot, the puck glancing off Liam Foudy’s leg 
and stick, smacking Martin Fehervary on the crown of his helmet and 
lobbing toward the net. 
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Merzlikins never saw it. He was scanning his sight lines feverishly while 
the puck fluttered over him, bouncing in to the net behind him, giving 
Washington a 4-2 lead. 

“All these crazy goals are happening to me, ” Merzlikins said. “This year 
it’s something crazy. 

“I had no idea where it was. I just saw (Vladislav Gavrikov) at the last 
moment trying to get it, but I had no idea. I didn’t see what happened. I 
lost the puck in front of me. I thought it was at somebody’s feet.” 

The Blue Jackets weren’t exactly trading punches with the Capitals, but 
they weren’t getting pounded out of the rink, either. But the game’s last 
chance at drama came and went early in the third period. 

Bayreuther, who scored the second goal of his NHL career earlier in the 
game, thought he’d scored his second goal of the game at 4:43 of the 
third. He beat Capitals goaltender Darcy Kuemper clean from the left 
circle, a goal that would have made it a 4-3 game. 

But the Caps’ bench asked for an offside review, and sure enough, Blue 
Jackets defenseman Adam Boqvist was in the zone ahead of the puck. 
No goal. 

Less than two minutes later, T.J. Oshie scored his second goal of the 
night to give Washington a 5-2 lead. Alex Ovechkin added a power-play 
goal at 13:05 of the third — the 809th goal of his career — to cap the 
scoring. 

“The definitely pushed in the second,” said Blue Jackets winger Johnny 
Gaudreau, who scored Columbus’ first goal and was named an NHL All-
Star during the game. “We got caught out there a little long too many 
times and they capitalized. 

“It’s unfortunate (the offside call). It sucks like that sometimes, but it was 
offside. You can’t do anything about it.” 
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Penguins' losing streak reaches 6 after falling to Golden Knights 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

6-8 minutes 1/6/2023 

 

Like most people, Vegas Golden Knights coach Bruce Cassidy is aware 
of the Pittsburgh Penguins’ star power, specifically luminaries such as 
forwards Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and defenseman Kris Letang. 

But Cassidy offered a more nuanced observation when asked to explain 
the Penguins while speaking with media in Las Vegas on Thursday. 

“Team defense,” Cassidy said. “Over the years, you’re always used to 
Crosby, Malkin, Letang, run and gun … them outscoring you. Their 
penalty kill is second in the league. That’s not something that you usually 
associate with Pittsburgh. The last three or four years, they’ve really 
done a good job with that. They used to maybe want to outscore you. 
That was my feeling. … Whereas now, they’re comfortable in those 3-2, 
2-1 games.” 

“They’ve changed a little bit of how they’ve created offense and they’ve 
changed how they can win those games.” 

On Thursday, nothing changed for the Penguins as far as results were 
concerned as they were thumped by the Golden Knights, 5-2, at Las 
Vegas’ T-Mobile Arena and suffered their sixth consecutive loss, one 
short of their season-worst streak of seven they suffered in late October 
and early November. 

Former Penguins forward Phil Kessel opened the scoring 1:52 into 
regulation. From near the benches at the center red line, Golden Knights 
defenseman Kaedan Korczak chipped the puck onto the Penguins’ end 
boards, causing it to deflect to the left of the cage. Golden Knights 
forward William Karlsson out-raced Penguins defenseman Chad 
Ruhwedel for possession and swept a quick short-area pass to linemate 
Paul Cotter low in the left circle. Cotter appeared to attempt a one-timer 
but fanned on the shot with the heel of his stick and wound up sliding an 
unintentional pass to the right of the crease where Kessel was parked. 
From there, Kessel one-touched an easy goal past helpless goaltender 
Casey DeSmith for his seventh goal of the season. Cotter and Karlsson 
had assists. 

It became a two-goal game at 5:17 of the first period. After Penguins 
defenseman Marcus Pettersson pinched in on the right wing of the 
offensive zone, that allowed Golden Knights forward Nicolas Roy to push 
the puck up ice and create a two-on-one. Near the penalty boxes, 
Penguins defenseman Jan Rutta pressured Roy and left Golden Knights 
forward Jack Eichel alone at the Penguins’ blue line. Roy sensed his 
linemate was unguarded and shoved a backhand pass to him. Eichel 
gathered the puck and from the right circle, he rocketed a wrister past 
DeSmith’s blocker on the far side for his 14th goal. Roy and forward 
Reilly Smith registered assists. 

The Golden Knights went up by a field goal with a power-play goal by 
forward Chandler Stephenson at 11:20 of the opening frame. Corralling a 
loose puck at the left point of the offensive zone, Eichel slid it to the left of 
the cage for forward Mark Stone who one-touched it to the slot above the 
hash marks where Stephenson leaned down and uncorked a one-timer 
that toasted DeSmith’s glove for his 11th goal. Assists went to Eichel and 
Stone. 

The Penguins offered a spirited effort in the second period and even 
controlled shots 20-12 in the middle 20 minutes but all they had to show 
for that surge was another goal against just prior to the second 
intermission at the 19:49 mark. 

An offensive zone turnover by Penguins defenseman Ty Smith led to a 
transition opportunity for the Golden Knights. After gaining the Penguins’ 
zone on the left wing, Eichel pulled up on the half wall and meandered 
above the left circle before tapping a backhand pass to advancing 
Golden Knights defenseman Brayden McNabb. Accepting the pass, 
McNabb fired a wrister from the left boards toward the cage. Positioned 
to the left of the cage, Stone slightly deflected it into DeSmith who 
allowed the puck to leak through his gear and into the cage. Stone was 
credited with his 17th goal off assists from McNabb and Eichel. 

Smith’s first goal of the season and first as a member of the Penguins 
broke up the shutout bid of goaltender Adin Hill 4:04 into the third period. 
After hounding Golden Knights defenseman Alex Pietrangelo into a 
turnover in front of the home bench, Crosby backhanded a cross-ice 
pass to linemate Jake Guentzel who gained the offensive zone on the 
right wing. From just above the right circle, Guentzel left a drop pass and 
drove to the cage. Taking the puck, Smith surveyed for a shooting lane 
and lasered a far-side wrister past Hill’s blocker. Guentzel and Crosby 
collected assists. 

Any notion of a comeback was euthanized with a goal by Cotter at 12:05 
of the final period. Pushing the puck up the left wing from his own zone, 
Kessel generated a two-on-one rush with Cotter against Penguins 
defenseman Marcus Pettersson. From the Penguins’ left circle, Kessel 
drew in Pettersson and slipped a pass to the right circle where Cotter 
leaned down and stroked a one-timer past the glove of a sprawling 
DeSmith. Kessel and Karlsson had assists. 

Crosby capped the scoring at 18:30 of the third period with his 20th goal. 
Chasing after a puck in the right corner of the offensive zone, Crosby 
thumped Golden Knights defenseman Ben Hutton to the ice with a hip 
check, allowing Guentzel to claim possession. Turning to his left, 
Guentzel fed a pass to forward Rickard Rakell in the right circle. From 
there, Rakell whipped a pass to the far side of the crease where Crosby 
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was able to one-touch the puck past a scrambling Hill. Assists went to 
Rakell and Guentzel. 

DeSmith made 26 saves on 31 shots as his record fell to 4-8-2. 

Notes: 

• Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry and forward Ryan Poehling were 
scratched due to undisclosed injuries. 

• Penguins defenseman Mark Friedman was a healthy scratch. 

• Smith became the 553rd player to score a regular season goal for the 
Penguins. 

• The Golden Knights remain one of three active NHL franchises the 
Penguins have never shut out. The others are the Minnesota Wild and 
Seattle Kraken. 

• Kessel’s most recent goal against the Penguins came just over nine 
years ago on Nov. 27, 2013. As a member of the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Kessel scored on goaltender Jeff Zatkoff during a 6-5 shootout win by the 
Penguins at what was then known as Consol Energy Center. 

-Eichel returned to the lineup after missing 11 games due to an 
undisclosed injury. 
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Penguins forward Sidney Crosby selected to All-Star Game event 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

2-2 minutes 1/5/2023 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins forward Sidney Crosby has lost a weekend off. 

On Thursday, the NHL announced Crosby was selected as his team’s 
representative to the league’s All-Star Game on Feb. 4 at FLA Live Arena 
in Sunrise, Fla., home of the Florida Panthers. 

In 37 games this season, Crosby is the team’s leading scorer with 43 
points (19 goals, 24 assists). 

This marks the ninth time Crosby has been selected to the game, which, 
in all reality, is a three-on-three tournament between teams composed of 
players from the league’s four divisions. 

Crosby will be a member of the Metropolitan Division. He could be joined 
by other teammates as fan voting will determine two more skaters and 
one more goaltender per division. 

Enthusiasm for the event has waned over the past decade among 
players as it largely deprives players selected of a long weekend off 
during the grind of the regular season. A lack of participation grew so 
concerning for the league and its advertising interests that NHL 
introduced a “suspension” of sorts for players who do not participate 
despite being selected. 

Crosby, while injured, served a one-game “suspension” — the league 
does not formally identify the practice as an official suspension — in 
January 2015 for not participating in that year’s game. In total, Crosby 
has not played in four of the eight events he has selected for due to 
medical reasons. 
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Goaltender Dustin Tokarski excited, prepared to help Penguins 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

4-4 minutes 1/5/2023 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ new year got off to a rotten start with their 2-1 
loss to the Boston Bruins on Monday at Fenway Park in the Winter 
Classic. 

That setback was amplified by the loss of their All-Star goaltender, 
Tristan Jarry, who appeared to injure his right leg in the first period and 
left the ice at the 15-minute, 30-second mark. 

A handful of hours later, a call was placed to Northeast Pennsylvania to 
prepare reserve goaltender Dustin Tokarski to be summoned from the 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins. 

He met the Pittsburgh Penguins in Las Vegas and practiced with the 
team Wednesday in advance of their road game against the Vegas 
Golden Knights on Thursday. 

“Excitement, obviously,” Tokarski said to media in Las Vegas. “Got a call 
from (coaches) that it was a likely scenario, and now I’m here.” 

It remains to be seen how long Jarry will be sidelined. So Tokarski’s stay 
with the NHL club appears to be indefinite. 

His play at the American Hockey League level definitely has provided 
management confidence he can offer some level of competence should 
he need to man the net. 

In 18 AHL games, he has a ho-hum 8-6-4 record, but his 2.22 goals-
against average and .926 save percentage are the fifth-best figures in the 
AHL among goaltenders who have played at least 600 minutes this 
season through Wednesday’s games. He also has one shutout. 

This is Tokarski’s first recall to the NHL level with the Penguins, but he’s 
hardly a neophyte to the league. 

A fifth-round pick (No. 122 overall) in 2008 by the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
the 33-year-old is in his 14th professional season and has a fair amount 
of experience at the NHL level. 

He has spent parts of eight seasons in the NHL with the Lightning, 
Montreal Canadiens, Anaheim Ducks and Buffalo Sabres. In 76 career 
games, he has a 22-32-12 record, 3.14 GAA, .910 save percentage and 
two shutouts. 

“He brings a lot of experience,” Sullivan said. “He’s got a significant 
amount of time in the NHL. He spent a lot of time last year in the NHL. 
He’s got a number of NHL games under his belt. His experience level as 
that third goalie is invaluable for us for this very situation. We feel 
confident that he’s a guy that we know we can put in the net, and he’s 
going to give us a chance to win.” 

Tokarski was signed to a one-year, two-way contract this past offseason 
and carries a salary cap hit of $775,000. But this isn’t his first season with 
the organization. 

In the 2019-20 season, he was a member of the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins on an AHL contract. In 18 games that campaign, he had a 9-5-
2 record, a 1.97 GAA, .924 save percentage and one shutout. 

Andy Chiodo, the Pittsburgh Penguins goaltender coach, was the 
organization’s goaltending development coach at that time and often 
worked with Tokarski as well as the franchise’s other netminders not on 
the NHL roster. 

The presence of Chiodo helped lure Tokarski back to the Penguins’ nest. 
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“I loved my first stint,” Tokarski said. “I was excited when free agency 
came around. We had a mutual conversation. Excited to be here.” 

Excited. And prepared. 

“I’m up here to help,” Tokarski said. “Whether I was playing (with Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton) or not, just be prepared any time to pick up and go and 
try to help this team out if they need me.” 
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Vegas’ fast start foils Penguins, Golden Knights slay Pittsburgh as losing 
streak hits 6 

 

Andrew Destin 

6-8 minutes 1/6/2023 

 

LAS VEGAS – If the Penguins’ weren’t paralyzed by the Golden Knights’ 
colorful and raucous pregame theatrics, they sure seemed like it in the 
first period. 

Pittsburgh gave up three Vegas goals in the opening frame, including two 
in the first five minutes of action in Thursday night’s 5-2 loss at T-Mobile 
Arena, which was also the team’s sixth consecutive defeat. 

“That’s not the start we wanted. I think we pushed back in the second 
and third, but we got to put a game together,” Sidney Crosby said. “The 
bad start basically cost us the game, so we got to figure it out quick.” 

The slow start came a day after coach Mike Sullivan momentarily 
stopped Wednesday’s practice and asked for the team to ramp up the 
pace and not simply go through the motions. 

“It’s concerning that we had the first period that we had,” Sullivan said. 
“We’re a better hockey team than that and we showed it in the second 
period, but we didn’t give ourselves a chance because we didn’t play well 
enough in the first.” 

Less than two minutes into the game, former Penguin Phil Kessel got the 
Golden Knights on the board first. Chad Ruhwedel couldn’t get to a 
dump-in pass from the blue line quick enough, which allowed William 
Karlsson to connect with Paul Cotter, who quickly dished off to Kessel to 
finish the night’s initial goal off in tic-tac-toe fashion. 

Just more than three minutes later, Jack Eichel put an exclamation mark 
on his return from injury, scoring on a breakaway goal in his first game 
since Dec. 9. 

The Penguins over-pursued on the offensive end, which put Jan Rutta in 
a tough spot. Rutta chose to pressure Nicolas Roy in hopes of generating 
a turnover, but the Vegas forward dished off to Eichel just in time. Casey 
DeSmith didn’t stand much of a chance against the former No. 2 overall 
pick. 

“I knew it was going to be either two on one basically the whole sheet, or 
I can make a play on the puck,” Rutta said. “I decided for the latter and 
obviously, not the right play.” 

A Jake Guentzel slashing penalty furthered the Penguins’ first-period 
woes. The Golden Knights converted on their first power play when 
Chandler Stephenson beat DeSmith from the high slot to push their 
commanding advantage to 3-0. 

“It’s tough when you give that team a three-goal lead,” Guentzel said of 
the western-conference-leading Golden Knights. 

Pittsburgh came to life in the second period and dominated possession, 
possessing the puck in the offensive zone for nearly twice as long as 
Vegas, per Sportlogiq. But, the Penguins had nothing to show for their 
efforts as they could not slide the puck past backup goalie Adin Hill. 

Evgeni Malkin had the team’s best chance of the period, nicking the post 
on a power-play shot but coming up empty. 

“I thought we got some puck luck in the second period around the net,” 
Golden Knights coach Bruce Cassidy said. “We were a little bit fortunate 
at times.” 

Instead, it was the Golden Knights, despite being outshot 19-12 in the 
second period, who got a tally in the middle frame to up their lead to 4-0. 
With 10.7 seconds to go before the second intermission, a shot from the 
point by Brayden McNabb bounced off Mark Stone before trickling 
through DeSmith’s wickets. 

“They get a late one in the second period, I think that was a little bit 
deflating from our standpoint,” Sullivan said. 

Hill’s bid for a shutout was foiled by Ty Smith in the third period. Smith, 
whose goal was his first with the Penguins after spending the last two 
seasons with the Devils, was set up by a driving Guentzel who left the 
defenseman with a clear path to the back of the Vegas net. 

Vegas moved its lead back to four not long after, however. Another 
breakaway opportunity for the Golden Knights forced DeSmith to come 
off his line, and a late pass from Kessel to Cotter gave the left wing a 
wide-open net to bury his first goal in a month. 

“I don’t think we were playing connected enough and that’s how they got 
most of their looks,” Rutta said. 

Crosby chipped in a goal in the waning minutes of regulation, but it was 
too little, too late in the Penguins’ latest losing effort. 

ICE CHIPS 

Drew O’Connor, who was a healthy scratch for the Penguins’ last two 
games, returned to the lineup against the Golden Knights as a member 
of the fourth line. 

Mark Friedman was a healthy scratch after playing in each of Pittsburgh’s 
last three games. His partner for that trio of contests, Pierre-Olivier 
Joseph, made a pairing with Ruhwedel. 

Teddy Blueger returned to the fourth line after working with the third 
group for the last pair of games. Against Vegas, he operated alongside 
O’Connor and Brock McGinn, who has been a mainstay on the third line 
this season. Blueger was banged up while blocking a shot in the first 
period, but he played the rest of the way. 

Jeff Carter moved back to center after working at right wing each of the 
past two games. He was flanked by Danton Heinen to his left and 
Kasperi Kapanen to his right. Both Heinen and Kapanen were fourth-
liners in Pittsburgh’s most recent games. 

Guentzel was held without a goal for the eighth game in a row. During 
that stretch, Guentzel has been a -4 player, although he did register 
assists on Smith and Crosby’s scores. Guenzel had two clear paths to a 
goal during the Penguins’ power plays, including on their second one 
when a sprawling Hill left his net open. But, the forward fanned on his 
shot attempt. 

STAT N’AT 

15–By going scoreless on their three power-play chances Thursday 
night, the Penguins are now 0 for 15 with an extra attacker in the last 
three games. Pittsburgh was 0 for 9 on Dec. 30 against New Jersey and 
could not tickle the twine on any of its three opportunities in the Winter 
Classic against the Bruins. 

THEY SAID IT 
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“That’s the way we need to play,” Crosby said of the second period. “We 
need to have that urgency, that desperation and given the situation we’re 
in, we’re fighting for a playoff spot.” 

If the season ended today, the Penguins, with 49 points and sitting at 
ninth place in the Eastern Conference, would be on the outside looking in 
from a playoff perspective. 
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Penguins’ Sidney Crosby named to NHL’s All-Star Game for 9th time 

 

Andrew Destin 

2-3 minutes 1/5/2023 

 

Sidney Crosby’s brief wait for a return to the All-Star Game has come to 
a close. 

Three years removed from his last all star game appearance, Crosby 
was named as the Penguins’ representative for the NHL’s midseason 
spectacle Thursday evening. 

In accordance with the NHL’s all-star game format, one player from all 32 
teams was selected to comprise the rosters for the four squads 
representing the league’s divisions. Three more players will be chosen 
for each division based on a fan vote, which begins Thursday night and 
will continue through Jan. 17. 

This ninth all-star game selection moves Crosby into a tie with Jaromir 
Jagr for the second-most appearances in franchise history, trailing only 
Mario Lemieux’s 13. 

While Crosby has been an All-Star Game selection eight other times in 
his career, he’s played in only four of the games due to previous injuries. 
The last time Crosby partook in the contest was in 2019; the Penguins’ 
captain had a combined four goals and four assists in a pair of games 
featuring a three-on-three format, which earned him most valuable player 
honors for the night. 

Crosby played in neither the 2020 All-Star Game in St. Louis nor 2022’s 
in Las Vegas. Barring an opt out, which would automatically result in 
Crosby being given a one-game suspension, the Penguins’ leading 
scorer this season should be putting an end to his All-Star game drought 
in the coming weeks. 

This season, Crosby is tied for 20th in the NHL in points with 43. His 19 
goals and 24 assists position him at 17th and 32nd in the league, 
respectively. All of those offensive statistics rank as the most among 
Penguins players. 

This year’s all-star game, which will once again be a three-on-three 
tournament, will be held on Feb. 4 at FLA Live Arena, the home of the 
Florida Panthers, in Sunrise, Fla. The Panthers would have hosted the 
game in 2021 if not for the COVID-19 pandemic requiring the event to be 
postponed. 
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Yohe’s 10 observations: Penguins, defiant until the end, say ‘we’ll be fine’ 

 

By Josh Yohe 

 

LAS VEGAS — The Penguins have lost six straight games. They played 
arguably their worst period of the season in the opening 20 minutes in 
Las Vegas on Thursday. 

If you didn’t know any better, you’d swear there was something seriously 
wrong with this team while observing its 5-2 loss to the Golden Knights. 

The Penguins looked slow, uninspired and disinterested for much of the 
evening. Sure, they played considerably better in the second and third 
periods, but really, there was no other direction to go. What they did in 
the first period was nothing short of embarrassing. 

They are either in complete denial of what is happening to them or they 
know something we don’t know. 

We’re about to find out. 

Following the horrific performance in Las Vegas, many of the Penguins 
players expressed confidence that everything will be fine despite the fact 
they’re out of a playoff spot and have lost six straight. They’ve won 19 
games this season and they’ve lost 19. Things don’t appear to be well. 

But don’t tell Jason Zucker something is wrong. 

Is he concerned? 

“No, I’m not,” he said. 

Why? 

“Because we’re a good team. We’ll be fine.” 

The Penguins did play fairly well in the final two periods. 

“We have to build off of it,” Zucker said. “The first was terrible. We realize 
it. But we’re going to build off of the last two periods. We have to.” 

But aren’t the rest of the players a little concerned about the team’s 
trajectory? 

“We’re a good team,” Zucker snapped. “We can’t doubt ourselves. No 
matter what’s happening. We’re a good team.” 

One day earlier, the Penguins held a practice at T-Mobile Arena. 
Practices after an off night in Las Vegas can look a little choppy, and this 
was an extreme example. Only a few minutes into practice, coach Mike 
Sullivan abruptly halted things to let his team know the level of urgency it 
was displaying wasn’t acceptable. 

Then, a night later, the Penguins sleepwalked through the first period. 
Before the game was 12 minutes old, Phil Kessel, Jack Eichel and 
Chandler Stephenson had scored and it was essentially over. 

Was Sullivan concerned about his players’ lack of urgency at the start of 
the game after he snapped at them in practice? 

“Well,” he said, “it’s concerning that we had the first period that we had.” 

Jake Guentzel finished with a couple of assists on the evening and made 
it clear that what happened in the first period — particularly following 
Wednesday’s practice — was a bad look. 

“It’s unacceptable,” Guentzel said. “We have to be ready from the start.” 

Jan Rutta has a couple of Stanley Cup rings from his time in Tampa and 
is very much a voice of reason in the locker room. Like Zucker, he said 
he thinks the Penguins will be just fine. 

He thinks the Penguins can learn from their seven-game skid earlier this 
season. 

“Listen, it’s not great right now,” he said. “Obviously. But you have to 
remember that we were in a similar hole earlier in this season and we 
managed to get out of it.” 

What seems to be the problem right now? 

“The urgency wasn’t there,” he said. 

Which begs the question: Why? One would imagine that a team entering 
a game with a five-game losing streak, that had been chastised by its 
coach one day earlier and that was suddenly on the outside looking in for 
a playoff berth would play with a bit of urgency. The Penguins had played 
only one game in the previous five days and were well rested. 

They laid an egg anyway. 
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“Not the start we wanted,” said Sidney Crosby, who scored his 2oth goal 
of the season and added an assist on the day he was named to the NHL 
All-Star Game. “We pushed back in the second and third periods. But 
we’ve still got to put a full game together. We had a bad start, and it cost 
us the game.” 

By the Penguins’ standards, they’re having a bad start to the season. 
Though they’ve been dominant at times, they’ve had seven- and six-
game losing streaks through the season’s first 38 games. 

Such a bad start might cost them a playoff spot. 

The Penguins played without many key contributors, including Tristan 
Jarry (in Pittsburgh with a knee injury), Kris Letang (mourning the loss of 
his father in Montreal) and Jeff Petry (eligible to return from long-term 
injured reserve Sunday). They were also without two fairly effective 
fourth-liners in Josh Archibald and Ryan Poehling, neither of whom was 
able to play Thursday. 

It matters not. The Golden Knights are also playing without several key 
players in their lineup. 

This was a simply dreadful performance from the Penguins. 

They were a mess defensively throughout the evening, consistently 
failing to locate Vegas forwards in Penguins territory. They were pushed 
around by the Golden Knights for most of the game and, for good 
measure, were the slower team. 

Up next for the Penguins is a road game Sunday in Arizona against the 
Coyotes. 

“It’s not good enough,” Rutta said. “But I believe we will be OK.” 

Ten postgame observations 

• Sometimes opposing coaches take a shot at a team without meaning 
to. 

Vegas coach Bruce Cassidy had such nice things to say about the 
Penguins following the game. He referenced all of their Stanley Cup 
rings, acknowledged that they outplayed Vegas in the second period and 
was very complimentary of their stars. 

Then, he offered this comment: 

“They certainly got desperate in the second period.” 

Uh-huh. 

Why, exactly, didn’t they choose to play hard in the first period? No one 
seems to know. 

• It’s time to make a move. 

When the subject of acquiring players arises with members of Penguins 
management, they are quick to remind anyone within earshot that the 
salary cap exists, and that it’s a problem. I get it. This is correct. The 
salary cap, because of lost revenue during the pandemic, isn’t what it 
was projected to be a few years back. Most of the league is up against 
the cap. 

But that doesn’t mean general manager Ron Hextall shouldn’t be trying. 

The Penguins’ bottom six is a mess. In particular, the third line needs 
serious help. Kasperi Kapanen and Danton Heinen are about as 
unimposing as it gets as third-line wingers, which is what they were 
Thursday. Jeff Carter might still be a useful contributor on the right wing, 
but as a third-line center, he’s struggling. 

The Penguins’ blue line isn’t very good, either. Yes, they miss Letang 
and Petry. A lot. But there are major issues, namely Brian Dumoulin and 
Chad Ruhwedel. Dumoulin’s season has been a well-documented 
disaster and didn’t get any better Thursday. Ruhwedel isn’t good at all 
right now. 

• Why are Dumoulin and Ruhwedel playing in front of Mark Friedman? 

I don’t get it. Dumoulin is a beloved veteran in the locker room and 
among the coaches, and understandably so. But he looks totally shot. 

Ruhwedel hasn’t played well in the past few weeks. Friedman is, in my 
view, the better player. He’s faster, jumps into the play and plays with an 
edge the Penguins badly need. 

• More on that topic. 

I’m not the kind of guy who thinks you should start a fight just because 
you give up a couple of goals. It’s not 1988. That doesn’t really fly 
anymore. Fair enough. 

But maybe hit someone? Start a confrontation? Do something to fire up 
your team? Maybe don’t just stand there and take it? Maybe do 
something other than going through the motions? 

Friedman could help this team in that regard. 

• What a performance from old friend Phil Kessel. 

It’s been a rough season for Kessel, who appears to be nearing the end 
of his wonderful career. But he scored a goal against his old team and 
set up another. 

Kessel was one of the finest players on the ice during this contest. His 
skating looked like it did in 2017 as opposed to 2023. 

• I am not blaming Casey DeSmith for this performance. At all. 

The Penguins were a wreck in front of him. 

But I can’t say he was sharp. DeSmith needs to be much better, 
especially if Jarry misses time. 

• Crosby and Guentzel needed to get going, and they did in the third 
period. Perhaps that’s a good sign for them. The Penguins need them. 

• Ty Smith scored his first goal as a Penguin and led the team with 23:36 
of ice time. He played OK, all things considered. 

• Vegas is much better than I expected it would be this season. Cassidy, 
incidentally, is a very good coach, and it’s showing. 

• I never bet against Sullivan, and if anyone can turn around the 
Penguins, it’s him. 

But he has his work cut out for him. 
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Penguins Room: Crosby’s Passionate Answer, Frustration Grows 

 

Published 3 hours ago on January 6, 2023 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

LAS VEGAS — The Pittsburgh Penguins have not won since Dec. 20. 
They are 0-4-2 in their last six, but the dispassionate manner in which the 
Penguins have lost. They have lost leads because they stopped playing 
or made mistakes. They have been skated out of the building with 
lethargic efforts against their division rivals, the New York Islanders and 
New Jersey Devils. 

Thursday night in Las Vegas, the Penguins flatlined in the first period 
against the Golden Knights and trailed 3-0 before hitting the first 
intermission. The Penguins were never within striking distance and lost 
5-2 at T-Mobile Arena. 
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“It’s concerning that we had the first period that we had. We’re a better 
hockey team than that,” said a disappointed coach Mike Sullivan. “We 
showed it in the second and third, but we didn’t give ourselves a chance 
because we didn’t play well enough in the first.” 

Frustration is undoubtedly creeping into the Penguins’ locker room. Jake 
Guentzel, whose locker room chat is below, spoke barely above a 
whisper. 

However, Pittsburgh Penguins captain Sidney Crosby gave a captain’s 
speech when asked about frustration in the locker room. He looked 
forward with optimism as much as he challenged his teammates to build 
off the anger. 

“We can hang our heads, get frustrated, or we can do something about 
it,” Crosby said. “So I like to think we’re going to do something about it. 
It’s not easy. It’s a challenge. We got some injuries, and we’re banged 
up. It’s not going our way, but if we handle it the right way, it can be 
something that probably goes a long way in helping us when we look 
back. So we’ve got to find a way to get out of it.” 

Sullivan stopped practice on Wednesday to admonish his team for a 
“lethargic” effort and “going through the motions.” However, his team 
began the game in the same disinterested way on Thursday. 

“It’s unacceptable. I think we know we need to be better from the drop of 
the puck next time,” Jake Guentzel said. 

Guentzel spoke softly and quickly, obviously disheartened by another 
loss and his eighth straight game without a goal. 

Coach Mike Sullivan: 

The million-dollar question: Is there cause for concern after yet another 
loss? 

Sullivan is not usually happy after losses. He carries his emotions on his 
sleeve, but recently he has faced the same questions about what his 
team didn’t do. 

“I’m sure everybody involved is frustrated because our expectations are 
high. If you don’t live up to that, it’s without a doubt one of the emotions 
to deal with, but we can’t allow frustration to get in the way of our ability 
to perform.” 
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Free Fall: Vegas, Phil Kessel Burn Penguins 5-2; Pens Skid Worsens 

 

Published 5 hours ago on January 6, 2023 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

LAS VEGAS — Phil Kessel looked like the 2016 playoffs when he 
powered the HBK line with Nick Bonino and Carl Hagelin, and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins won the Stanley Cup. However, Kessel now plays 
for the Vegas Golden Knights (27-12-2), and he burned the Pittsburgh 
Penguins (19-13-6) less than two minutes into the game. 

Vegas beat the Penguins 5-2 at T-Mobile Arena Thursday. 

Less than two minutes into the game, Phil Kessel was uncovered as 
Vegas raced past the Penguins’ defensive posture at center ice. Despite 
the Penguins’ superior numbers back, Vegas outnumber the Penguins in 
front of the net. Kessel (7) had an easy tap-in. 

 

Later in the third period, Kessel raced the length of the ice for a two-on-
one. He slipped the puck to Paul Cotter (5), who easily whipped the shot 
into an open net. That capped the scoring. 

Things started poorly and didn’t improve nearly enough for the Penguins. 
Later in the first period, winger Jake Guentzel outraced Vegas Golden 
Knights defenders to a puck in the offensive zone, gained possession, 
then lost his footing and slid away. 

Perhaps that was the microcosm of the Penguins. Even when they 
pushed for most of the second period, they had nothing to show for it. 

Trailing 4-0 early in the third period, Ty Smith (1) scored his first 
Penguins goal as the late trailer in a three-on-two break. Sidney Crosby 
and Jake Guentzel earned the helpers. 

That was the beginning and end of the Penguins’ ink on the scoresheet. 

The Penguins, who have fumbled away third period leads several times 
over the past 10 games, never got the chance Thursday. Vegas scored a 
few first-period goals and controlled the early game. 

A few minutes after Kessel scored, Vegas deepened the hole when 
Penguins defenseman Marcus Pettersson pinched in the offensive zone. 
Pettersson quickly lost the puck battle, and Vegas, one of the NHL 
leaders in odd-man rushes, had a two-on-one. 

Jack Eichel (14) was the lucky recipient of acres of open ice and beat 
Penguins goalie Casey DeSmith for a 2-0 lead. 

Chandler Stephenson scored a power-play goal midway through the first 
period for a 3-0 lead. 

The Penguins dominated the territory in the second period but didn’t get 
many second chances or beat Vegas backup goalie Adin Hill. The 
Penguins ripped 20 shots on net in the second period and appeared 
significantly more energetic and organized, but Vegas scored the only 
goal of the second period. 

With less than 10 seconds remaining in the second, Mark Stone 
deflected Braden McNabb’s shot. DeSmith couldn’t grab it as the puck hit 
him and dribbled across the goal line for a 4-0 lead. 

DeSmith was thrust into duty as the Penguins’ starting goalie for the 
foreseeable future because starter Tristan Jarry suffered a lower-body 
injury Monday at the Winter Classic, stopping 21 of the first 25 shots. 

Ty Smith and Brian Dumoulin led the Penguins in ice time. Smith played 
nearly 17 minutes in the first two periods. Dumoulin played nearly 15. 

No player had more than three shots in the first two periods, but Eichel 
had three points (1-2-3). 

The Penguins’ power play showed signs of life with Smith at the helm. 
They had two shots on goal on their first chance, and Evgeni Malkin hit 
the post. They had two more shots on their second opportunity in the 
third period, and a bouncing puck that would have been a sure goal 
eluded the desperate Jake Guentzel. 

Guentzel hasn’t scored a goal in eight games. 

After the second period, 13 Penguins were a minus-1. Marcus Pettersson 
was a minus-2 and finished minus-3. The Evgeni Malkin line with Jason 
Zucker and Rickard Rakell was a minus-2. 

Sidney Crosby (20) scored a late goal in the final 90 seconds. It is the 
15th time in his career he reached that milestone. Only 24 other players 
in NHL history have done the same. 
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(UPDATED) Crosby Selected for NHL All-Star Game 
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Published 9 hours ago on January 5, 2023 

By Dave Molinari  

 

Pittsburgh Penguins captain Sidney Crosby has been named to the 
Metropolitan Division team for the NHL All-Star Game in Sunrise, Fla. 
Feb. 4. 

The selection was made by the league’s Hockey Operations Dept., which 
picked one player from each of the eight teams in the four divisions. 

The “all-star game” actually will be a three-on-three tournament between 
the divisions. 

This is the ninth time Crosby has been selected to participate in the all-
star game, tying Jaromir Jagr for second place on the Penguins’ all-time 
list. Mario Lemieux, who was chosen for 13, is the only player in 
franchise history to be picked for more. 

Evgeni Malkin has been picked eight times. 

The other three skaters on each squad will be selected in fan voting, 
which began this evening and runs through Jan. 17. The players chosen 
by the fans will be announced on Jan. 19. 

In previous seasons, fans had voted on the captain of each of the teams 
and the Hockey Ops staff had filled out the roster, with the exception of a 
“last man in” selected by the fans. 

Tristan Jarry and Jake Guentzel represented the Pittsburgh Penguins at 
the 2022 all-star game. 
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Penguins vs. Golden Knights, Game 38: Lines, Notes & How to Watch 

 

Published 19 hours ago on January 5, 2023 

By Dave Molinari  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins need a victory. 

Badly. 

And while they have a lot of factors working against them at the moment, 
at least one is in their favor: Recent history. 

They have won four consecutive games against Vegas, including each of 
the past two at T-Mobile Arena, where they will face the Golden Knights 
tonight at 10:08 p.m. Eastern. 

What’s more, the Penguins are 6-2 overall against Vegas since it entered 
the NHL in 2017. 

Get past those numbers, though, and a lot of factors skew toward the 
Golden Knights. 

Like how the Penguins are missing their No. 1 goalie (Tristan Jarry), their 
top defenseman (Kris Letang) and, in recent weeks, most of the offense 
that normally comes from their top two lines. 

And how the Golden Knights are 4-1-1 in their past six games, while the 
Penguins are 1-4-2 in their past seven. 

But perhaps the most troubling issue facing the Penguins is their inability 
to protect a lead. 

Their 2-1 loss to Boston Monday in the Winter Classic at Fenway Park 
dropped their record when leading after two periods to 12-2-4. That 
means they have been defeated in one-third of the games they lead at 
the second intermission, a stark contrast to their 32-1-2 record when 
ahead after two periods in 2021-22. 

The Penguins actually have fared about as well when tied after two (6-2-
1) as they have when leading then. 

The Penguins’ third-period problems dovetail with Vegas’ fairly strong 
showing when down after 40 minutes; the Golden Knights have rallied to 
win three of the nine games in which they trailed at the second 
intermission. 

If members of the Penguins’ top two lines can get their offensive games 
back in synch, they might well be able to get a lead on Vegas, which is 
allowing a middle-of-the-road average of 2.98 goals per game. 

Should that happen, their biggest challenge might be protecting that 
advantage until the end of the third period. 
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Dan’s Daily: Team USA Gets Hosed, Eventful Penguins Practice 

 

Published 21 hours ago on January 5, 2023 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

LAS VEGAS — American fans howled, while Canadian fans said “good 
call” twice, as Team USA had two goals taken away in its 6-2 loss to 
Team Canada in the WJC semis. Jakub Vrana was unclaimed on 
waivers, the New York Rangers aren’t putting Alex Lafreniere on the NHL 
trade market, the Sharks reacted to a trade request by a former first-
rounder, go inside the Washington Capitals’ December team meeting, 
and there was a lot to unpack during and after the Pittsburgh Penguins’ 
practice at T-Mobile Arena. 

I swear this is a work trip and I haven’t hit the casinos, but I have hit a 
few restaurants. I hit El Cortez on Tuesday (Bugsy Seigel’s hotel at the 
end of Freemont St.) and the Golden Steer Wednesday (an Elvis 
favorite). Fortunately, I’ve put in about 43,000 steps, according to my 
iPhone. That’s about 20 miles in two days. 

I’ve also been writing even more stories, trying to chronicle this mercurial 
Penguins team. I think I’ve earned some In-N-Out Burger today. 

It was an eventful practice, for what was said and done and what wasn’t 
said. Awkward? Uneasy? There was a lot under the surface Wednesday: 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: It seems like bad news is brewing. Tristan Jarry 
returned to Pittsburgh for further evaluation. Tristan Jarry update. 

The Penguins’ practice had an interesting moment. Coach Mike Sullivan 
stopped practice to scold his team to pick up the pace, “stop going 
through the motions.” The locker room was quiet afterward. And one 
Penguins defenseman had a “maintenance” day. Get the lines and scene 
from the Penguins’ practice. 

Did you wonder what was going on with Jarry at the Winter Classic? Was 
Jarry coming out, or was he staying? So, too, did Casey DeSmith. From 
haircuts to the playoff chase to a Jeff Petry update, the Penguins 
notebook. 

Steelers Now: 

Kenny Pickett wins the Joe Greene Rookie of the Year. Steelers news. 
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Hines Ward and James Harrison are Pro Football Hall of Fame finalists. 

The Bills’ game Sunday vs. the Patriots will go on as scheduled. That is 
THE game for the Steelers’ playoff hopes. 

Pittsburgh Baseball Now: 

Can Jack Suwinski’s good outweigh the bad? The Pirates 40. 

Bryse Wilson to the Brewers for cash. The latest Pirates trade. 

NHL Trade Stories, News & National Hockey Now: 

Washington Hockey Now: There was a Capitals team meeting in 
December, a hard meeting between the coach and team leaders. Sammi 
Silber found out what was said in that Washington Capitals meeting. 

TSN: Nope. The Rangers aren’t going to put Alex Lafreniere on the NHL 
trade market, despite his recent healthy scratch. 

Once you get past his first-overall status, I think he can be a very good 
third-liner with some sandpaper and a touch of offense. But wanna bet he 
does wind up on the trade block by the summer? 

How’s this for an NHL trade rumor: The Sabres almost traded Tage 
Thompson for a pick before his breakout. 

Detroit Hockey Now: Nope. No one claimed Jakub Vrana and his $5.25 
million salary. The Detroit Red Wings keep him. 

San Jose Hockey Now: The Sharks are dealing with the surprise request 
of 2018 first-rounder Ryan Merkley, who asked for a trade. San Jose 
Sharks news. 

Let’s be honest. Team USA got screwed (the second no-goal was legit, 
but this one? Silly. Changed the game) 

Twice. The USA had two goals taken away. Eventually, Canada scored a 
couple more, but officials took away goal No. 3 twice. 

Of course, the coverage is just a bit different up north. Here’s TSN’s 
postgame coverage of the WJC semis. 

Sportsnet: Sleepless Bruce Boudreau is a long way from the “Bruce 
There it Is” chants. The coach is taking responsibility for the Canucks’ 
struggles. 

Colorado Hockey Now: Beat writer Evan Rawal is working the locker 
room well. Have you wondered what it’s like for that fourth-liner fighting to 
make an impact or stick in the NHL? Andreas Englund is that guy, and 
he’s doing everything he can to stick with the Colorado Avalanche. 

Montreal Hockey Now: Another first-overall pick is fighting to stick in the 
NHL. But should he? The deadline is approaching for Juraj Slafkovsky 
and the Montreal Canadiens. 

 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now LOADED: 01.06.2023 

1264330 Vancouver Canucks 

 

Canucks 4, Avalanche 2: When the will matches the want, the victory 
follows 

With commitment as the hot-button discussion topic in a hockey-mad 
market, the Canucks showed something Thursday. 

 

Ben Kuzma 

 

There’s the want and then there’s the will. 

The Vancouver Canucks obviously wanted to gain the upper hand on the 
vulnerable and injury-ravaged Colorado Avalanche on Thursday at 
Rogers Arena.  

The defending Stanley Cup champions had lost four straight and were 
missing a trio of top-six forwards among the half dozen roster regulars on 
the sidelines. They were ripe for the picking because when you’ve 
deployed a league-high 38 players this season, something has to give. 

Still, that favourable Canucks outcome would require considerable will.  

After all, the Avalanche still iced Mikko Rantanen, Nathan MacKinnon, 
Cale Makar and enough of an arsenal to overcome adversity, but the 
Canucks showed some backbone in rallying for a 4-2 victory and 
outshooting the opposition 43-31. 

With commitment being the hot-button discussion topic in a hockey-mad 
market, the Canucks showed something after some serious soul-
searching with a hard practice and hard feelings. 

They blocked 24 shots Thursday, threw 29 hits and cut down on 
turnovers. Elias Pettersson had seven shots and 10 attempts, Luke 
Schenn had six hits and seven blocks and Will Lockwood had eight hits. 

The total team commitment allowed the Canucks to erase a two-goal 
deficit by scoring three second-period goals in a span of 2:33 — including 
the last pair in 34 seconds —  to end a three-game losing streak. 

“It was an awesome response in light of the past 24 hours,” said Collin 
Delia, who finished with 29 saves. “We had a coming-to-Jesus moment 
and it served us well. It was real positive tonight and we’ve got to be 
happy with that. 

“I really didn’t have to do too much, the guys really took it to them. We 
realized the task at hand and we showed up in a real quality way.” 

It was more like the last 48 hours were weighing on the Canucks to work 
their way out of a prolonged funk. 

It’s why Bruce Boudreau was relieved to see his players do more than 
just talk the talk. They walked the walk to score their second win over the 
Avalanche this season. 

“We played a pretty detailed game,” said the Canucks coach. “A lot of 
good things happened out there and we’ve got to bottle it up. It’s really 
positive after a lot of stuff that went on in the last 48 hours. 

“It was just a good effort by everybody and they played their butts off. 
And Delia played with great composure.” 

Here’s what we learned as the Canucks now embark on a five-game 
road trip that opens Sunday in Winnipeg: 

Net result was getting to net 

When Andrei Kuzmenko scored twice to start the comeback, it was about 
being in the right place at the right time and having the jam to hold his 
ground. 

His stickhandling exhibition ended with putting a backhander to the far 
side from side of the net. 

“He has got a lot better than he was at the start of the year,” said 
Boudreau. “He has continued to be a part of it and you could see on his 
second goal, the excitement. He is really invested and his improvement 
is great.” 

All-Star Game bound Pettersson then shifted The Will Show into a higher 
gear to set up Kuzmenko’s second goal. He dangled, then bolted around 
the net and fed the puck into the crease where his Russian linemate 
hammered it home. 

“My first goal was a good pass from Mikheyev and I had a lot of room to 
shoot,” said Kuzmenko. “Second goal, thank you to Petey for a good 
pass to me and I like it.” 
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“He’s got a nose for the net,” J.T. Miller said of Kuzmenko’s 17 goals. 
“He’s got really good vision and I think he was a passer when he got here 
(from KHL). But with how hard to shoots, he’s just got to go to the net 
and Petey will find him.” 

It lit a fire. Brock Boeser then got to the net to pounce on a Bo Horvat 
rebound to provide a 3-2 lead. 

“It was a good response,” said Boeser. “We talked after last game about 
three blocked shots and how that’s unacceptable. It says a lot about our 
group but we’ve got to build off it.” 

Miller added an empty-netter to put an exclamation mark on a meaningful 
night. 

“When we block more shots, it seems to translate to our team game and 
the buy-in level,” said Miller, who worked well at wing on a line with 
Pettersson and Mikheyev. 

“We weren’t doing our jobs and at some point you have to take a look in 
the mirror. This is what we’re expected to do and when we play the right 
way, we get the results.” 

Power play has to find way 

It took the fifth man-advantage for the Canucks to finally click on the 
power play on Kuzmenko’s first effort. 

However, the lasting impression is still wanting more from a first unit that 
still looks for the perfect pass and to finish off the perfect play. Going just 
1-for-7 will do that, despite the 13 shots. 

Horvat was denied on the second power play when he jumped on a loose 
puck and Ilya Mikheyev couldn’t covert a backhand chance at side of the 
net. 

On the third power play, Miller put a shot high and wide like a missed 
field goal before Sheldon Dries had two good looks, including a deft 
redirect in the slot. 

Delia can’t buy a break 

Delia was good early and often — including a mask lid-lifter off a hot shot 
by Rantanen — but the stopper couldn’t buy a break on a night where his 
movements were sharp and his positioning calm. 

Rantanen, who finished with nine shots and 14 attempts, had so many 
good looks in the first period with four shots, he was bound to find the 
twine. He put one far side through layered screen by Schenn and Ethan 
Bear to go post and in on the power play to open scoring with his 26th of 
the season.  

The bad luck for Delia continued when a point shot by Samuel Girard 
struck Schenn, changed direction, found net and resulted in a stick slam 
of frustration by the defenceman. 

“You have to see it as a blank slate,” said Delia. “There’s still a lot of 
game to be played, and if you’re still thinking about the one that beat you, 
you can’t focus on next shot. You have to stop the next puck.” 

However, with 2:16 left in regulation time, Delia stopped Darren Helm off 
a partial breakaway. 

Lazar recalls the golden glow 

Like his teammates, Curtis Lazar’s head quickly snapped to the 
Jumbotron during the warm-up skate Thursday to catch a glimpse of the 
commotion. Canada had just claimed World Junior Hockey 
Championship gold for the second-consecutive year with a 4-3 overtime 
decision over Czechia in Halifax. 

For Lazar, the sight brought back a golden memory. 

The Canucks forward was with Team Canada in 2015 at Toronto where 
the host club built a 5-1 lead after two periods and hung on for a 5-4 
decision over Russia to claim gold for the first time since 2012. 

Lazar finished sixth in tournament scoring with nine points (5-4) in seven 
games. Sam Reinhart (5-6), Nic Petan (4-7) and Connor McDavid (3-8) 
shared the scoring title with 11 points apiece. 

Lazar seemed inspired Thursday. In the first period, he put defenceman 
Devon Toews into the Canucks bench with a heavy sideboards check 
and finished the frame with three hits. In the second period, he won a 
race to the puck off a Hail Mary pass and was a foiled on a jam job at 
crease. 

He finished with four hits and five blocks to earn some plaudits. 

“That might have been Lazar’s best game of the year,” said Boudreau. 

OVERTIME — Team Canada WJHC gold-medal overtime hero Dylan 
Guenther has a Vancouver connection. The Canucks’ first-round pick in 
the 2021 draft went to Arizona in the multi-player swap that landed Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson and Conor Garland. Guenther went ninth overall in that 
draft to the Coyotes. 
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Canucks: NHL names Elias Pettersson an All-Star, again 

The Vancouver Canucks centre was handed the mid-season honour as 
part of an announcement of all four divisional teams that will play on All-
Star weekend. 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

For the third time in his career, Elias Pettersson has been named an All-
Star. 

The Vancouver Canucks centre was handed the mid-season honour by 
the NHL Thursday as part of an announcement of all four divisional 
teams that will play on All-Star weekend. 

Pettersson has been Vancouver’s best all-around player this season, 
though there was some speculation that Bo Horvat, who’s the midst of a 
remarkable goal-scoring season, might get the nod over Pettersson. 

This year’s event will be hosted by the Florida Panthers on Feb. 3 and 4. 

Here are the 2023 NHL All-Star Game rosters for the Central Division 
and the Pacific Division. 

I asked the NHL and Tarasenko will be eventually replaced here due to 
injury. pic.twitter.com/3ULB6yq1Xi 

— Greg Wyshynski (@wyshynski) January 6, 2023 

In the initial announcement, one player from each NHL team is named to 
their respective divisional teams. The selection was made by the NHL’s 
department of operations. 

A dozen more players will be selected as All-Stars, three to each 
divisional team, based on an online fan vote which will close Jan. 17. 

A Twitter vote will also be taken as part of the process from Jan. 12 to 
14. 

Voting on the extra All-Star Game participants requires submitting 
personal information to the NHL for an account. 

The info you might submit includes contact information on your 
phone:https://t.co/rNLqO7JgFv pic.twitter.com/KHaWrhjWbC 

— Seth Rorabaugh (@SethRorabaugh) January 6, 2023 
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Pettersson was the Canucks’ All-Star representative in 2019 and 2020, 
although the event wasn’t held in 2021 or 2022 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Joining Pettersson on the Pacific Division team will be Anaheim’s Troy 
Terry, Calgary’s Nazem Kadri, Edmonton’s Connor McDavid, Los 
Angeles’ Kevin Fiala, San Jose’ Erik Karlsson, Seattle’s Matty Beniers 
and Vega’s Logan Thompson. 

Vancouver Province: LOADED: 01.06.2023 

1264332 Vancouver Canucks 

 

Canucks by the numbers: (Trade) chips, ahoy! that should be up for 
discussion 

It’s time for management to get serious about looking at the trade chips 
they can play in rebuilding this slumping club 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

Just one game into a crucial 10-game stretch to open 2023 that was 
going to define the rest of the Vancouver Canucks’ season, and it already 
looks like it’s all over. 

Ahead of Thursday’s home game vs. the defending Stanley Cup 
champion Colorado Avalanche, the Canucks sit sixth in the Pacific 
Division, seven points out of a playoff spot. 

They’ve given up 18 more goals than they’ve scored. 

To get to 95 points, generally assumed to be the playoff bar, the Canucks 
will have to win 30 of their remaining 45 games. 

If that’s not climbing a sheer cliff, it’s the next thing. 

Next week the Canucks hit the road for a five games in seven days road 
trip, starting Sunday in Winnipeg. 

The players still believe in themselves, captain Bo Horvat said Thursday. 

“When you hear the word rebuild it’s always a scary thought. I don’t think 
we have that type of group in here where we’re in that situation as of yet,” 
he said. “I think we have a lot of good hockey players in here. We’ve 
shown a lot of times this year where we can beat the best and then play 
with a lot of top teams. We can’t let this slip away and start that whole 
conversation again because I don’t think we’re ready for it.” 

Fair enough, but management needs to be ruthless. This group gets 
along well enough, even if there are personalities that don’t mix, but they 
missed the playoffs two straight seasons and they’re highly likely to miss 
them again. 

It’s not working and it’s time for management to get serious about looking 
at the trade chips the Canucks have. Management needs to get real 
about their situation and look to leverage the players they can move. 

53 

No. 1, with a bullet, on just about everyone’s trade-chip list is the 
Canucks’ captain. 

There was a time when Horvat could probably have been re-signed for 
less than they eventually signed J.T. Miller for — a seven-year extension 
kicking in next fall that will cost the club US $8 million a season, need we 
remind anyone? 

But with this 2022-23 campaign looming last summer, it seems 
management couldn’t face the prospect of having both their high-value, 
unsigned pending free agents starting this season without a contract. 

And here we are. Miller hasn’t replicated the big season he had last year 
that won him that big raise, while Horvat is on an upward trajectory, likely 
to sign a big-ticket deal of his own. 

Horvat has had such an electric season and his current cap hit is so 
efficient for that performance, he’s become the most coveted player on 
the trade market. 

That’s ironic, since his work ethic and steady presence are very much 
what the Canucks need more of, but they’re now almost certainly going 
to have to trade away. 

Horvat will bring back a solid return in a trade. That much is clear. 

The list of bidders will be long, to the Canucks’ advantage. 

That was the challenge facing the Canucks in looking for a Miller trade 
partner last year; teams were nervous about Miller’s loud and abrasive 
personality. 

There are no such concerns with Horvat. 

He’s made himself a better offensive talent, he’s one of the best at 
faceoffs and has quietly improved his defensive game as well. 

He’s proven himself to be a big-game player. It makes sense that teams 
like the Colorado Avalanche and New Jersey Devils are interested. 

8 

Is there any chance the Canucks could yet move J.T. Miller in a trade? 

Even when the Canucks chose to sign Miller to that US $8 million per 
season extension, there were questions about whether this was forever-
marriage between team and player or simply a marriage of convenience. 

At least there was cost certainty around Miller now, something that had 
made potential trade partners a little nervous last season, when the 
Canucks were talking to teams about trading a player who was then 
unsigned beyond the 2022-23 season. 

Given how Miller’s season has gone, between him struggling defensively 
as well presenting an at-times combative posture to the outside world, 
the idea that he could be traded at this point seems highly doubtful. 

You never say never, but there’s little doubt that any team willing to take 
on Miller — and leave no doubt, Miller the winger, Miller the power-play 
engine, makes your team better — will be very cautious about what he 
brings to the table and will likely be looking for more than just Miller in a 
deal. 

Miller was going to bring back a solid return last season or even in the 
summer. That is no longer the case. 

6.65 

The Canucks weren’t going to let Brock Boeser walk for nothing. 

Boeser’s camp was willing to return on a one-year qualifying offer, as 
something of a prove-it situation. 

Instead the Canucks offered him a three-year deal. 

Boeser has played OK this season but hasn’t scored goals at the rate 
that his US$6.65-million cap hit justifies. 

Last month the Canucks gave his agent Ben Hankinson permission to 
see if other teams were interested in his client’s services. 

He has three goals and four assists in the 11 games since that news 
broke. 

If he can pick up the scoring pace, show he’s still got the hands, that 
would help his trade value. 

3,000 

Luke Schenn is a rare player in today’s National Hockey League. 
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It’s not just that he hits hard, it’s that he hits at all. 

Last week he hit 3,000 career hit mark, the first player to do so since hits 
were first recorded as an official NHL stat more than a decade ago. 

He’s a player that NHL teams are still very interested in, and his name 
will be talked about plenty in the weeks to come. 

He’s on a cheap, expiring deal at US $850,000, is a dependable depth 
player and is a strong, positive character. 

Teams are going to be calling, leave no doubt on that. 

1 

Is Alexis Lafreniere on the trade block in New York? 

The 21-year-old winger was the first overall pick in the 2020 draft, but 
has fallen out of favour with Rangers coach Gerard Gallant. 

He’s the kind of young player with serious upside who would interest the 
Canucks, and the team is interested, Postmedia was told earlier this 
week. 

The Rangers are likely looking for size and “win-now assets,” one league 
observer suggested. 

Of course, given his pedigree, the Canucks wouldn’t be the only team 
after Lafreniere. 
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Canucks Game Day: Delia to start vs. Avalanche 

Colorado, losers of their last four games and with a host of injuries, are 
still the defending Stanley Cup champions and will be keen to get back 
on a winning track 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

Colorado Avalanche (19-14-3, 4th in Central) at Vancouver Canucks (16-
18-3, 6th in Pacific) 

Thursday, 7 p.m., Rogers Arena. TV: Sportsnet. Radio: AM 650. 

The Vancouver Canucks know the task is simple: Defend better. 

That’s something they’ve talked about all season. It’s hardly rocket 
science at this point. 

Both the players and the head coach have talked more than once about 
their own mental frailty. 

Bruce Boudreau mentioned it again after their 6-2 loss Tuesday vs. the 
New York Islanders. 

“I thought the first period was as good a period as we’ve played. (But) as 
soon as something bad happens to this team, the adversity, we cannot 
handle and it seems like ‘oh, here we go.’ And then that’s it,” he said. 

Is that fixable? The Canucks certainly talk like they think it is. 

But when you only block three shots in a game and give away the puck 
four times more than the opposition, it’s hard to believe they still believe 
in themselves. 

They need to win 30 of their remaining 45 games to make the post-
season, judging by the playoff bar for teams in recent seasons. 

They did go on a tear from the midway point of the 2021-22 campaign 
and nearly made the dance, but this season that self-belief seems so 
much more elusive. 

Simply put, the Canucks haven’t been good enough too often in 2022-23 
and time is ticking away. 

Delia to start 

Collin Delia will get his second start in a week after Spencer Martin 
struggled on Tuesday vs. the Islanders. 

The Canucks didn’t lose because of Martin’s efforts — their defensive 
effort in front of him collapsed in the second period — but Delia did 
elevate his game last Thursday vs. the Jets, giving the Canucks plenty of 
rope to work with in trying to come back. They still lost vs. Winnipeg 3-2, 
but it wasn’t for Delia’s lack of form. Quite the opposite. 

Boudreau wouldn’t explain Thursday morning why he was starting Delia, 
despite queries about whether the decision was related to Delia’s effort 
last week or Martin’s struggles of late. 

Commitment and smart decisions 

Commitment has been a big talking point from the Canucks this week, 
notably so after they gave up the puck 13 times vs. the Islanders and 
blocked just three shots. 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson mentioned it himself on Thursday, then touched 
on decision-making as well as something that ails the Canucks. 

“It’s just commitment to doing the right things and we’ve talked a little bit 
about turning pucks over and breaking pucks out clean,” he said. “It’s you 
have to be five guys on the ice that are helping helping each other and 
wants the puck and wants to make that (play), if it’s a simple play or a 
play that needs to be made. I think we’ve been struggling a little bit with 
kind of knowing when to ship it out or went to make a tape to tape pass.” 

Wounded 

The Avalanche (19-14-3), losers of their last four games, have quite the 
list of injuries. 

Gabriel Landeskog had surgery in the off-season and remains out. 

Valeri Nichushkin has been out but is likely to make the coming road trip, 
which sees Colorado play in Edmonton on Saturday as well. Avs coach 
Jared Bednar didn’t say if the winger would suit up vs. Vancouver, 
though. 

Evan Rodrigues, who got hurt last Saturday vs. Toronto, is also expected 
to travel. 

Bowen Byram is getting closer but is still recovering from a lower-body 
injury. 

Josh Manson has resumed skating but presumably it will be some time 
yet before he makes a return. 

A future fit? 

Bo Horvat’s future remains up in the air. 

There is some belief the Canucks will make one more attempt to re-sign 
their captain, but if they don’t there’s plenty of trade interest. 

The New Jersey Devils are believed to be one team with interest. 

Colorado is another. Imagine Horvat centring Landeskog and Nichuskin. 
That’s adding a powerful second line to an already solid lineup. 

a couple of days ago #Canucks were tied with Ottawa in the standings. 
Sens now 4 points ahead. Today Nux are tied with Philadelphia for 25th 
in a 32-team league 

— Jeff Paterson (@patersonjeff) January 4, 2023 

At least it’s not Florida? 

The Florida Panthers won the Presidents’ Trophy last season as the 
NHL’s best team in the regular season. 

Fast-forward a year and GM Bill Zito’s crew has been mediocre at best. 
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They’re three points up on the Canucks in the overall league standings, 
but Vancouver has two games in hand. 

The Canucks face the Panthers is just over a week. Neither team is 
anywhere close to where they want to be. 

Vancouver Province: LOADED: 01.06.2023 

 


