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NHL Power Rankings: Bruins hold steady, plus 32 NHL All-Star roster suggestions 

By Hailey Salvian and Sean Gentille 

Happy New Year from Power Rankings HQ, where we 
resolve to continue listing NHL teams in order of how good 
we think they are. 

This week is a welcome change, though. Dom took the week 
off, and Hailey Salvian is here to help. 

Our task, in addition to the rankings, was to flesh out the 
NHL All-Star Game rosters. The league on Thursday 
released the names of the first 32 players — one per team — 
headed for Sunrise, Fla. on the weekend of Feb. 4. 

There are 12 spots left up for grabs — two skaters and one 
goalie per division, since we’re still doing the whole “3-on-3 
tournament” thing — and fans can vote for whoever they 
want. 

So, yes, this is a free-for-all. If you’re looking for worthy 
candidates to vote for, we’ve got 32 of them right here. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 
Record: 30-4-4 
Sean rank: 1 
Hailey rank: 1 

First All-Star: Linus Ullmark 
Send him to Florida: David Pastrnak 

We’re starting off with one of the more egregious omissions 
of the whole process — but the logic is easy to track. Ullmark 
has been great, but he’s also less of a sure bet to gain fan 
support than Pastrnak, who’s tracking toward another 50-
goal season. The Bruins are the no-doubt best team in the 
league right now, and he leads them in scoring by 19 points. 
Forty-four of those points have been either goals or primary 
assists. Mix in the requisite outstanding play-driving 
numbers, and you’ve got a fairly overwhelming season from 
a pending UFA. 

Option No. 3: Send Jeremy Swayman along with Ullmark so 
we can get an All-Star goalie hug. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 3 
Record: 25-8-6 
Sean rank: 2 
Hailey rank: 2 

First All-Star: Andrei Svechnikov 
Send him to Florida: Martin Necas  

On merit, it should be Necas’ spot. He’s a tick under a point 
per game (38 in 39) and has already set a career-high in 
goals. We’ve talked about him in this space before; his jump 
in production, along with the arrival of Max Pacioretty to the 

lineup, is a big reason to think the Hurricanes will make the 
postseason jump a lot of folks have anticipated. 

That said, Brent Burns would make a whole lot of sense, 
assuming the league can get him out of his camper for a few 
days. The Eastern Conference included a grand total of zero 
defensemen in its initial roster, and Burns is fun at 3-on-3. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 6 
Record: 27-12-2 
Sean rank: 4 
Hailey rank: 3 

First All-Star: Logan Thompson 
Send him to Florida: Jack Eichel 

Eichel had three points against Pittsburgh on Thursday, his 
first game since Dec. 9 because of a lower-body injury. 
Before that, he was at 3.42 points/60. He’s the guy Vegas 
thought they were acquiring. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 2 
Record: 23-9-7 
Sean rank: 3 
Hailey rank: 4 

First All-Star: Mitch Marner 
Send him to Florida: William Nylander 

Technically Nylander and Auston Matthews could both 
represent the Atlantic Division with Marner if Leafs fans take 
over the vote. That would be a nightmare for someone like 
Sean. And, probably not all that realistic. So, we’re picking 
one player. And it’s Nylander. 

He’s currently leading the team in goals (22), points (45) and 
primary points (37). Nylander is on pace for 47 goals and 96 
points this season, which would blow past his previous 
career highs. If voted in, it would be Nylander’s first All-Star 
nod. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 7 
Record: 24-12-1 
Sean rank: 5 
Hailey rank: 5 

First All-Star: Nikita Kucherov 
Send him to Florida: Mikahil Sergachev 

Sergachev, regardless of how you slice it, has been the 
Lightning’s best defenseman. On a team with Victor 
Hedman, even in an off-year for the Norris winner, that 
means something. And, at the risk of repeating ourselves, 
the Atlantic Division is going to need a blueliner or two, 3-on-
3 tournament or not. 
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6. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 8 
Record: 23-11-6 
Sean rank: 6 
Hailey rank: 6 

First All-Star: Jason Robertson 
Send him to Florida: Roope Hintz  

It’d be too much to expect Stars fans to force Hintz and Joe 
Pavelski both onto the roster, so we’ll stick with Hintz. As a 
unit, though, no three forwards have spent more time 
together at five-on-five, and they’re controlling better than 60 
percent of expected goals and a remarkable 73 percent of 
actual scoring. Maybe they can have their own team for the 
weekend. 

7. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 9 
Record: 24-13-1 
Sean rank: 7 
Hailey rank: 8 

First All-Star: Josh Morrissey 
Send him to Florida: Connor Hellebuyck 

It was nice of the NHL to make sure that Morrissey has a 
spot on the roster. His emergence is one of the best stories 
so far in the Western Conference. The whole “Norrissey” 
thing has ceased to be even a little bit of a joke. That said, 
Hellebuyck deserves a spot, too. He’s back to no-doubt 
Vezina finalist form (.928 save percentage, 20.8 goals saved 
above expected). 

Also, having him around would open the door for a new skills 
competition event: Goalie breakaway contest. 

8. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 10 
Record: 22-13-2 
Sean rank: 8 
Hailey rank: 7 

First All-Star: Kirill Kaprizov 
Send him to Florida: Ryan Reaves 

No player is better primed to follow in John Scott’s footsteps 
— in terms of game and personality — than Reaves. Plus 
he’s got the full power of the Russo Army behind him. 
There’s no point in pretending that this won’t happen. Print 
up the jerseys. We’re going to have a blast. 

9. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 4 
Record: 24-12-3 
Sean rank: 10 
Hailey rank: 9 

First All-Star: Jack Hughes 
Send him to Florida: Jesper Bratt 

Jesper Bratt Is The Best Player In The NHL, so it only makes 
sense that he’d be in the All-Star Game. For a team that’s 
sunk like a stone over the last few weeks, the Devils have 

plenty of interesting options. Dougie Hamilton would make a 
ton of sense, should the Metro wish to add a defensemen. 

10. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 15 
Record: 22-13-6 
Sean rank: 9 
Hailey rank: 10 

First All-Star: Alex Ovechkin 
Send him to Florida: Nicklas Backstrom 

We know Backstrom’s story. He’s spent the last several 
months working his way back from a procedure called “hip 
resurfacing” that somehow sounds worse than the name 
suggests, and he’s days from playing real, live games. 
Sending him to Florida would be a nice reward, and the style 
of play won’t be anything he can’t handle. Maybe he and 
Ovechkin can plan something fun for the skills competition. 

11. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 11 
Record: 22-12-6 
Sean rank: 11 
Hailey rank: 11 

First All-Star: Igor Shesterkin 
Send him to Florida: Adam Fox  

Fox, unfortunately, does not have a name that lends itself to 
an easy Norris Trophy pun, but there’s no better candidate. 
He does everything well. No notes. There are other Metro 
Division candidates on defense, and it’s clear that forwards 
are the priority, but leaving him out would be ridiculous. 
Smart money is on Rangers fans coming through. Unless 
they’d rather make K’Andre Miller happy. 

12. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 17 
Record: 22-14-6 
Sean rank: 12 
Hailey rank: 12 

First All-Star: Kevin Fiala 
Send him to Florida: Pheonix Copley  

This is only half a joke; if you’re basing the choice based on 
importance to the Kings, Copley might have to be the pick. 
He’s been perfectly competent in 10 starts since L.A. 
snagged him on waivers — he’s 9-1-0 with a save 
percentage of .920 or better in six of those appearances. 
That’s what the Kings needed from their goaltenders, and 
they hadn’t been getting it. 

13. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 18 
Record: 22-16-2 
Sean rank: 13 
Hailey rank: 14 

First All-Star: Brock Nelson 
Send him to Florida: Ilya Sorokin 

With respect to Igor Shesterkin – the reigning Vezina winner 
– Sorokin is, statistically speaking, the best goalie in the 
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Metro. His 2.35 goals against average is sixth league-wide. 
His .924 save percentage is third. His three shutouts are tied 
for first, and he ranks No. 1 in goals saved above expected 
(25.93). Sorokin has Shesterkin beat in every major 
statistical category. 

If he can’t be the starter, as chosen by the league, he should 
at the very least be voted as “the backup.” 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 5 
Record: 19-13-6 
Sean rank: 14 
Hailey rank: 15 

First All-Star: Sidney Crosby 
Send him to Florida: Evgeni Malkin  

The Metro is going to need another aging Pittsburgh center 
to step in when Crosby has something come up, and Malkin 
(34 points in 37 games) fits the bill. He’s a big name that’ll try 
something silly during the tournament. When in doubt, go 
with the fun factor. 

15. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 14 
Record: 21-12-4 
Sean rank: 17 
Hailey rank: 13 

First All-Star: Matty Beniers 
Send him to Florida: Brandon Tanev 

Beniers to the All-Star Game just makes sense. He still leads 
the Calder race and all rookies in goals and points. He’s also 
the first player from the 2021 NHL Draft class – and one of 
two rookies – to be selected for the 2023 All-Star game. 
There are a few other options from the Kraken that could 
make sense – like Andre Burakovsky – but we’re looking to 
create a bit more chaos here. 

That’s where Tanev comes in. He’s a fan favorite in Seattle, 
and we could bet on him doing something weird in a 3-on-3 
or a skills competition. If he gets in, though, please, no more 
ghost headshots. 

16. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 12 
Record: 19-15-3 
Sean rank: 16 
Hailey rank: 16 

First All-Star: Cale Makar 
Send him to Florida: Mikko Rantanen  

Listen, we all love Cale Makar. However, Rantanen might 
have been one of this year’s biggest snubs, considering he’s 
been Colorado’s best and most valuable player this season. 

Rantanen’s 26 goals through 37 games are nearly 25 
percent of the Avalanche’s total production this season. Even 
taking the many man games lost from Colorado’s top 
players, Rantanen still leads the team in goals scored per 60 
minutes played (1.81). 

17. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 19 
Record: 19-15-2 
Sean rank: 15 
Hailey rank: 19 

First All-Star: Tage Thompson 
Send him to Florida: Rasmus Dahlin  

Buffalo is here to inflate the average height of the Atlantic 
Division squad, and Dahlin deserves it. He’s leveled up this 
season across the board. No Eastern Conference 
defenseman has played more or totaled more points. That’s 
easy math. 

18. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 13 
Record: 21-17-2 
Sean rank: 18 
Hailey rank: 17 

First All-Star: Connor McDavid 
Send him to Florida: Leon Draisaitl 

Draisaitl not being selected is just a symptom of the league’s 
“every team gets one player” policy – and he’s not the only 
example of that. 

We at Power Rankings HQ believe the best – most fun – 
players should be at the All-Star game, and Draisaitl certainly 
qualifies. It’s hard to imagine him not being in Florida. 

19. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 16 
Record: 18-14-7 
Sean rank: 19 
Hailey rank: 18 

First All-Star: Nazem Kadri 
Send him to Florida: Elias Lindholm  

We gave this a lot of thought, between Lindholm and 
Rasmus Andersson who is putting together another career 
year – on pace for 11 goals and 57 points – and posting solid 
two-way results with a ton of usage (just under 25 minutes 
per game). 

And while there’s no denying that Andersson is valuable to 
the Flames, this is the All-Star Game. We’ll take the 40-goal, 
Selke finalist in a three-on-three tournament. 

20. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 21 
Record: 17-14-6 
Sean rank: 20 
Hailey rank: 20 

First All-Star: Juuse Saros 
Send him to Florida: Roman Josi 

Credit to Saros for stopping a franchise-record 64 shots in a 
win against the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday night. That 
matched the third-most saves by a goalie in a single game in 
league history. That’s NHL All-Star material right there! 
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If you want a second Predator to get behind, we suggest 
Roman Josi. He’s still one of the Predators’ top producers 
and among the league leaders in TOI (25:14). Let the man 
go to the beach. 

21. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 23 
Record: 19-17-3 
Sean rank: 21 
Hailey rank: 21 

First All-Star: Vladimir Tarasenko 
Send him to Florida: Jordan Kyrou and/or Robert Thomas  

Vladimir Tarasenko is likely to be replaced, considering he’s 
on injured reserve. That leaves two options for the Blues 
next men up: Jordan Kyrou or Robert Thomas. 

Kyrou would make sense as the Tarasenko replacement if 
there is indeed one. His 19 goals and 38 points lead all Blues 
skaters. And while he had a slow start to the season, Kyrou 
has taken off in recent weeks. Since Dec. 15, Kyrou has nine 
goals and 15 points in eight games. Meanwhile, Thomas isn’t 
that far off Kyrou’s point production with 37 points in 38 
games. 

22. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 24 
Record: 18-17-3 
Sean rank: 22 
Hailey rank: 22 

First All-Star: Brady Tkachuk 
Send him to Florida: Tim Stützle  

The Senators have a few options. There’s Claude Giroux, 
the team’s leading goal-scorer who came home this summer. 
Alex DeBrincat, who’s been hot as of late. Fans could make 
a case for Drake Batherson, too. But we landed on Stützle, 
the Sens budding star No. 1 center with quick feet, good 
hands and a great shot. 

Now, if you want a fun chaos pick? The sickos know to vote 
for Artem Zub. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 20 
Record: 16-13-7 
Sean rank: 23 
Hailey rank: 23 

First All-Star: Dylan Larkin 
Send him to Florida: David Perron 

The choices are starting to get more difficult. Filip Hronek 
has been one of the better breakout stories on defense so far 
this season, but expecting fans to get on board is tough. 
Perron is still a blast to watch and a force on the power play. 
He’d add something to the skill competition and the 3-on-3 
format, too. 

24. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 22 
Record: 17-18-4 

Sean rank: 24 
Hailey rank: 24 

First All-Star: Matthew Tkachuk 
Send him to Florida: Aleksander Barkov  

Tough scene for the home team. The Panthers, overall, are 
one of the biggest disappointments in the league. Aaron 
Ekblad’s season has been a nightmare. Even Barkov hasn’t 
looked like himself — but fans in South Florida should still 
mobilize and get him in there. He’s an elite player, and an 
All-Star Game in Sunrise would feel weird without him. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 28 
Record: 15-17-7 
Sean rank: 25 
Hailey rank: 25 

First All-Star: Kevin Hayes 
Send him to Florida: John Tortorella 

John Tortorella was asked about Travis Konecny – the 
Flyers goals (20) and points (40) leader – not getting an All-
Star nod this season. Here’s what he had to say: 

“That whole weekend, I don’t even watch it,” he said. “I don’t 
give a s—.” 

John, we hear you. We see you. 

You are the Metropolitan Division head coach! 

26. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 26 
Record: 17-18-3 
Sean rank: 26 
Hailey rank: 26 

First All-Star: Elias Pettersson 
Send him to Florida: Bo Horvat  

Horvat is one of the league’s best goal scorers this season. 
Only McDavid, Thompson and Ovechkin have more than 
Horvats’ 28 tallies. The difference? Horvat needs to be voted 
in to make the All-Star Game. Pettersson, for what it’s worth, 
is 14th in league scoring. So, it would look like the Canucks 
have two worthy candidates. 

27. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 25 
Record: 15-21-3 
Sean rank: 27 
Hailey rank: 27 

First All-Star: Nick Suzuki 
Send him to Florida: Cole Caufield  

Caufield should be there because he’s one of the best young 
goal scorers in the league. He’d be fun to watch in the 
accuracy shooting, or breakaway challenge. Not to mention 
the content we’d get out of him being there. Yes, we’ve seen 
the TikToks and the fan cams. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 29 
Record: 13-19-5 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 7, 2022 

 

Sean rank: 28 
Hailey rank: 28 

First All-Star: Clayton Keller 
Send him to Florida: Karel Vejmelka  

Where would the Coyotes be without Karel Vejmelka? 
Probably not 11 points out of last place. 

Vejmelka’s record and save percentage don’t do him much 
justice. He’s taken on one of the biggest workloads in the 
league in terms of time on ice, shots faced and expected 
goals against. He currently ranks 10th in the league in goals 
saved above expected. 

If Coyotes fans were to rally around another member of the 
team to get to Florida, we’d be surprised if it wasn’t 
Vajmelka. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 27 
Record:12-20-7 
Sean rank: 29 
Hailey rank: 29 

First All-Star: Erik Karlsson 
Send him to Florida: Timo Meier  

Would you give up a first-round pick for Timo Meier? How 
about 2023 NHL All-Star Timo Meier? Goose up that trade 
value, Sharks fans. The fact that Meier deserves it —38 
points in 39 games and solid play-driving effects, given the 
situation — makes it an even easier call. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 31 
Record: 11-24-4 
Sean rank: 30 
Hailey rank: 30 

First All-Star: Troy Terry 
Send him to Florida: Trevor Zegras 

Troy Terry got the news he was heading to his second-
straight All-Star Game via video from Troy Aikman, whom he 
was named after. That was fun. Terry has been productive 
again this season, on pace for another 67-point season. 

But, once again, Zegras is not an All-Star. Why? Is it 
punishment for stealing Joel Kiviranta’s stick the other day 
and then lying about it? NHL All-Star weekend should be 
about fun, and Zegras is exactly that. 

If he’s not in the All-Star Game, he should at least be 
involved in another skills competition like last year’s 
breakaway contest. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 30 
Record: 11-24-2 
Sean rank: 31 
Hailey rank: 31 

First All-Star: Johnny Gaudreau 
Send it to Florida: The cannon 

Let’s start this one by saying, Johnny Gaudreau deserves his 
All-Star nod. He hasn’t been enough to turn the Blue Jackets 
around this season, but he’s still a point-per-game player 
despite the number of injuries around him. As for our second 
pick, yes, we’re going with the cannon.  

Last year it was a joke that Dom and Sean made, and it 
didn’t really land well. This year it might be a necessity, 
considering the Blue Jackets’ injury luck. In a perfect world, 
Patrik Laine would be healthy and compete in the hardest 
shot competition. He came second in that event back in 
2017. Only Shea Weber had a harder shot in that contest. 
The cannon should still be there too. 

32. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 32 
Record: 8-25-4 
Sean rank: 32 
Hailey rank: 32 

First All-Star: Seth Jones 
Send him to Florida: Max Domi  

Domi was the Blackhawks’ rep at the season-opening media 
event in Las Vegas — Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane 
weren’t interested in the whole deal — and he took it like a 
champ. The big guys would likely rather have a weekend off. 
Might as well give it to someone who’d appreciate it.
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NHL playoff tiers and buyer/seller 2.0: Where does each team stand as we approach trade 
season? 

The NHL trade deadline is less than eight weeks away, and 
while the big moves haven’t yet begun to roll in, the prep 
work is underway. 

To browse through the top players who are expected to be 
available, check out The Athletic’s trade board. But which 
teams will be the ones looking to buy those players? As we 
approach the season’s midpoint, who’s looking like they 
might need a boost to get into the playoff field or fortify 
championship aspirations, and who’s ready to call it a day? 

To survey the field, The Athletic asked the writers who know 
each NHL team best two questions: 1) How confident are 
you in the team’s playoff chances? And 2) Will the team be a 
buyer or a seller at the deadline? 

Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 12-24-4 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: Nothing has changed in the month and change 
since we first looked at the Ducks and potential deadline 
plans. Technically, they could start now, as one of their 
biggest trade chips, John Klingberg, saw his contractual 
clause change from a no-move to a 10-team no-trade clause 
on Jan. 1. But they’ve got to get the veteran Swede playing a 
lot better to maximize his value. Fellow defensemen Kevin 
Shattenkirk and Dmitry Kulikov are also on expiring 
contracts. There were some earlier rumblings of another 
summer signing, Frank Vatrano, being put into play. 
Basically, general manager Pat Verbeek figures to have a lot 
of phone discussions over the next two months. Could a 
goalie even be part of them? — Eric Stephens 

Lukáš Dostál is back in the AHL after largely passing his two-
week NHL exam. And he further showed why the 
@AnaheimDucks ought to find a way to bring him back and 
truly gauge how much potential the 22-year-old has. Will that 
be a trade?https://t.co/BzwlbU5YLr 

— Eric Stephens (@icemancometh) January 3, 2023 

Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 13-20-5 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Coyotes have been a tougher out than most 
thought they’d be, and after playing a road-heavy schedule in 
the first third of the season, they now can build on a home 
record that’s impressive (currently 7-3-2). But they still have 
a master rebuilding plan in its early stages and thus will listen 
on their pending UFAs (primarily Shayne Gostisbehere, Nick 
Bjugstad and Nick Ritchie). At some point, Jakob Chychrun 
is going to get traded, right? Right? — Eric Duhatschek 

Jakob Chychrun’s future, state of Arizona’s rebuild, acquiring 
assets and more  

My trip to Tempe and podcast with #coyotes GM Bill 
Armstrong 

 Few more days in our New Year’s $1/month for 12 months 
new subscriber promo by clicking link   
https://t.co/LK3IY0mpNw 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) December 29, 2022 

Boston Bruins 

Record: 30-4-4 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: It is general manager Don Sweeney’s mandate to 
maximize his team’s championship opportunity this season. 
Nobody knows what is in store for Patrice Bergeron, David 
Pastrnak and David Krejci after 2022-23, when their 
contracts expire. The tricky part will be how to negotiate the 
little cap room the Bruins will have. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 19-15-2 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: We listed the Sabres as long shots and sellers last 
time, but they’re playing their way into playoff contention. 
They have won seven of their past eight games and have a 
9-3-1 record since Dec. 1. General manager Kevyn Adams 
has said he doesn’t want to disrupt the long-term plan with 
any moves he would make, but the Sabres playing this well 
could force him into becoming a deadline buyer. As long as 
players keep playing this way, Adams owes it to them to get 
every piece possible to help the team end an 11-year playoff 
drought. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Record: 19-14-7 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Flames look better after a worrisome 
November and early December. But we’re erring on the side 
of caution with their playoff standing because of how packed 
the Pacific Division is and teams like Colorado and 
Edmonton nipping at Calgary’s heels for a wild-card spot. It’s 
all the more reason for the Flames to make a move at the 
deadline. The need for a scoring winger remains the same. 
But with Oliver Kylington still not available, the Flames may 
need to add a bottom-pairing defenseman to their shopping 
list. — Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 25-8-6 
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Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell is on the 
record saying that he believes a team is built in the offseason 
and the deadline is just for supplementing your needs. 
Carolina has made big moves in the past under this regime, 
specifically adding both Vincent Trocheck and Brady Skjei at 
the 2020 deadline. But both those moves were for players 
with term. The Hurricanes’ front office will likely just be 
looking for depth this season unless an injury requires 
something more. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 9-25-4 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: Nothing has changed with the Blackhawks since 
prior to the season. They’re still destined to be among the 
worst teams in the league and will still be looking to trade 
anyone they can. Patrick Kane headlines the list if he waives 
his no-movement clause, but there are plenty of people 
behind him. The players with expiring contracts are the 
obvious trade bait, but it sounds like the Blackhawks are 
open to listening on just about everyone on their NHL roster. 
— Scott Powers 

Welcome to January. It's time to talk about March. Here's our 
first Blackhawks trade-deadline big board, with the latest on 
what @ByScottPowers and I are hearing about Jonathan 
Toews, Patrick Kane and everyone else: 
https://t.co/kZ4VmVEwbi 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) January 1, 2023 

Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 19-15-3 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Avalanche are in a weird spot, just because 
they’ve yet to show what they can be when fully healthy. 
Gabriel Landeskog has yet to play a game, and everyone in 
the team’s top-six forward group aside from Mikko Rantanen 
has missed games. Josh Manson and Bowen Byram have 
been out for extended periods, too. If you’re Chris 
MacFarland and the Avalanche front office, do you go all-in 
before knowing if the team will ever be fully healthy? The 
core is still the same from last season’s Cup-winning club, so 
it would make sense to go for a back-to-back championship, 
though perhaps not recklessly. — Peter Baugh 

Avalanche trade board 1.0: Targets from Bo Horvat to depth 
D to a wild-card name  

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/uYGeWzswe8 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) January 4, 2023 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 11-24-2 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Blue Jackets are cruising toward their worst 
season and battling with Chicago and Anaheim for the 
bottom spot in the standings. This nightmare of a season is 
no longer about 2022-23 but the future, near and far. To that 
end, the trade deadline could see some significant 
departures, especially with pending unrestricted free agents 
— forward Gus Nyquist, defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov and 
goaltender Joonas Korpisalo. But you wonder how 
aggressive general manager Jarmo Kekalainen might be. It’s 
not a pretty picture in Columbus right now, and he might take 
bold steps to reshape what is pretty obviously a flawed 
roster. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Record: 23-11-6 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: If it wasn’t for the Stars’ history of lulls in the 
second half of the season providing a cautionary tale, you’d 
be tempted to call them a lock for the playoffs. They should 
make it and should be buyers at the deadline, with Denis 
Gurianov and Anton Khudobin as their primary selling 
pieces. Those two players carry vastly different 
circumstances for the market to consider. Dallas could look 
to add a top-six forward or a second-pairing defenseman, 
with the latter likely taking priority. However, given the cap 
situation and what they have coming up through the system, 
they will have to be calculated buyers. — Saad Yousuf 

Everything about Joe Pavelski’s one-year contract extension 
with the Stars — how it happened, when it happened and 
especially that it even happened at all — is validation of 
team’s culture and direction https://t.co/juM6IjBxz5 

— Saad Yousuf (@SaadYousuf126) January 3, 2023 

Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 16-14-7 

Playoff tier: Long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Red Wings were a great early story, and really, 
they’ve done well to stay in the fight recently — even as 
things have taken a downturn over the past month. But as 
some of the East’s muscle has started to find its form, the 
Red Wings have dropped out of the playoff picture, and it’s 
hard to see them chasing down more talented, proven teams 
down the stretch run. They have plenty of pending 
unrestricted free agents who could be in play at the deadline, 
including some who should draw real attention from 
contenders. Olli Määttä has been a strong defensive 
presence and stabilizing influence. Oskar Sundqvist brings 
playoff elements and experience. But all eyes will be on Tyler 
Bertuzzi and Dylan Larkin (though the latter has a no-trade 
clause) to see if Detroit can get deals done with the two 
before the deadline — and what will happen if they can’t. — 
Max Bultman 
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Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 21-17-2 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: A roster led by Connor McDavid demands the 
Oilers be aggressive buyers. General manager Ken 
Holland’s primary need is a left-handed defenseman who 
can suppress offense and form a successful tandem with 
one of Tyson Barrie or Evan Bouchard. Secondary needs 
include a right-handed center/winger who can help kill 
penalties and a tough, edgy Zack MacEwen-style winger. 
Goaltending, while not specifically a need, is an area to 
monitor as the deadline nears. — Allan Mitchell 

The Oilers are burning daylight in a season of high 
expectations, with major cap headaches waiting this 
summer. Could Ken Holland move an expiring RFA at or 
before the deadline to address need and ease the cap? 
https://t.co/vKnvJDIsLU 

— Lowetide (@Lowetide) January 4, 2023 

Florida Panthers 

Record: 18-18-4 

Playoff tier: Long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: If the Panthers were a smart bet to right the ship, it 
would’ve happened already. Not much has changed; they’re 
an above-average five-on-five with bad special teams and 
subpar goaltending … but now, if you go by their .500 points 
percentage, they’re closer to the Flyers than the Sabres. 
Overall, they’re six points out of the wild card and nine out of 
third in the Atlantic. Yikes. Also, they’re in cap hell and the 
Canadiens hold their first-round pick. Minimizing the 
possibility that they have to send a top-five selection to 
Montreal might be the only motivation left. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 22-14-6 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Quick confession here: I’m not super high on the 
Kings making the playoffs, but I’m also of the belief they 
need to be listed above the “bubble” tier. First-place Vegas is 
probably too talented to track down, but L.A. is going to be in 
a battle with Seattle, Edmonton and Calgary for the other two 
Pacific Division playoff spots. A second-half dip could also 
land the Kings in the wild-card mix, and that’s where general 
manager Rob Blake can make a difference with a trade, 
perhaps by addressing the long-time need for a top-four 
defenseman on the left side or adding a third-line center as a 
rental. The key will be pulling off a move that doesn’t 
mortgage away a prime asset that jeopardizes building a 
sustainable winner. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Record: 22-13-2 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: When Version 1.0 ran the morning of Nov. 25, the 
Wild were a prototypical .500 team, at 9-8-2 and about to be 
9-9-2 with a loss to the Leafs that night. They were getting 
inconsistent goaltending, having trouble finding their identity 
and in dire need of secondary scoring. They’re 13-4-0 since, 
getting great goaltending, playing like a heavy, solid 
defensive team and getting scoring throughout their lineup. 
Oh, how things have changed. What hasn’t changed (for 22 
years) is their need to improve up the middle. The Wild are 
the seventh-worst faceoff team (46.7 percent) in the NHL, 
and while Sam Steel has contributed between Kirill Kaprizov 
and Mats Zuccarello, it’s hard to buy into them being a legit 
contender with their current cast of centers. — Michael 
Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 15-21-3 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: General manager Kent Hughes set the bar pretty 
high before the season started, saying he hoped to acquire 
another first-round pick in exchange for one of the many 
veterans he wishes to move. Sean Monahan will need to be 
healthy and effective to give him this opportunity unless Joel 
Edmundson picks up his play and becomes again a quality 
shutdown for a playoff team. Probable unrestricted free 
agents like Jonathan Drouin and Evgenii Dadonov have not 
been able to raise their value, and as much as moving 
contracts like Mike Hoffman’s and Joel Armia’s would 
provide relief, trading them seems like a very long shot. — 
Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Record: 18-14-6 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Mattias Ekholm’s name is floating around again as 
a potential trade chip for David Poile, and he could use more 
futures, but that would also mean acknowledging that this 
team isn’t going anywhere. Unless it falls completely off the 
map, Poile is more likely to be a buyer. The Predators put 
high value/emphasis on making the playoffs, even as their 
fans grow increasingly disillusioned with being stuck in the 
middle. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Record: 24-12-3 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Look, it’s too early to be a lock when there are so 
many competitive teams in one division. And the Devils have 
lost a lot of the early lead they gained on their Metro 
competitors. That’s what keeps them in “safe bet” territory. 
Given some of their recent slides, it wouldn’t be surprising to 
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see them add a piece or two at the deadline. Or maybe they 
buy an internal rental (like Damon Severson) to keep their 
defense core intact for the postseason. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Record: 22-17-2 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Despite being out of the playoff race at last 
season’s deadline, general manager Lou Lamoriello didn’t 
make a single trade. Then in the offseason, despite 
suggestions that changes were coming, the only notable 
move was trading a first-round pick for Alexander Romanov. 
He has to do something more at some point, right? The 
Islanders’ window to make the playoffs and maybe even 
make a run is still open, but it sure looks like they will have to 
add at least a forward or two for that to be realistic. — Kevin 
Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Record: 22-12-6 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Patrick Kane-Rangers trade possibility still 
exists and will until he’s either traded or decides to stay in 
Chicago. But the Rangers have bounced back from a 
mediocre first 25 games to put themselves in strong playoff 
position, so general manager Chris Drury may decide depth 
additions at forward and on defense may be the best course 
of action at the deadline rather than a home-run swing. — 
Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Record: 18-17-3 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: I wish we had a “stand pat” option because that’s 
what I think is going to happen for Ottawa around the trade 
deadline. To the Senators’ credit, they have pushed 
themselves to the periphery of the playoff race with their 
improved play over the past six weeks. But right now, it’s 
hard to imagine them being an aggressive buyer or seller at 
the deadline. Maybe if they can pass a couple of teams and 
get that deficit down to two or three points, we can see a 
case for them trying to add a piece or two. But right now it 
feels like the status quo is the best option. They’re hoping to 
get Josh Norris back at some point, and his return should 
have the same boost as a new acquisition. And now that 
Artem Zub has re-signed, it doesn’t feel like Ottawa has any 
valuable pieces to move at the trade deadline. Maybe they 
would entertain trading Cam Talbot if they fall out of the race, 
but it feels more likely that they would want to keep him in 
the fold. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 15-17-7 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: The Flyers will be selling at the trade deadline. The 
only question is just how many pieces they’ll choose to 
move. The expiring contracts — namely, James van 
Riemsdyk and Justin Braun — are near locks to be moved 
as long as there is sufficient interest. But might the Flyers 
look to offer up younger players and/or those with term left 
on the contracts, too? Kevin Hayes hasn’t clicked with John 
Tortorella so far, for example. Could they explore the market 
for him? It all depends on a few as-of-yet unknown factors. 
Will the Flyers’ coaching staff deem anyone currently on the 
roster to clearly be “not part of the solution?” Will the Flyers’ 
ownership concede to the inevitable that a full-fledged pivot 
to a rebuild mentality is necessary? And will Chuck Fletcher 
still be the general manager once the trade deadline rolls 
around? — Charlie O’Connor 

While Connor Bedard helped put the finishing touches on 
Team Canada's WJC gold medal, the Flyers extended their 
win streak to four games, sending out an unwelcome 
reminder to tank-focused fans that they're just not bad 
enough to match the true tankers.https://t.co/rZ4JCXMDvb 

— Charlie O'Connor (@charlieo_conn) January 6, 2023 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 19-13-6 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Penguins will have to sell before they can buy 
because of cap tightness, but they have deficiencies they 
must address to assure themselves a 17th consecutive 
playoff spot. They need to improve by adding a bottom-six 
center and winger, which means they might have to find a 
way to move the likes of a Danton Heinen, Kasperi Kapanen 
or Brian Dumoulin before trying to add. — Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Record: 12-20-8 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: No team has made the playoffs in the salary cap 
era with fewer than 16 wins in its first 41 games. The Sharks 
have 12 in their first 40. They have pending unrestricted free 
agents to trade, including Nick Bonino, Matt Nieto and James 
Reimer, but the biggest intrigue will involve Timo Meier, a 
pending restricted free agent with a $10 million qualifying 
offer this summer, and Erik Karlsson, a Norris Trophy 
contender with four years at $11.5 million left on his deal and 
a no-move clause. — Corey Masisak 

Part II of @TheAthleticNHL Sharks mega-mailbag: 

– Merkley asks for a trade? 
– Add a pick to EK65 trade? 
– NMCs getting waived? 
– Sturm's long-term future? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 7, 2022 

 

– Trading … Connor Bedard?? 
– More stuff https://t.co/Fv5Zs8z714 

— Corey Masisak (@cmasisak22) January 4, 2023 

Seattle Kraken 

Record: 21-12-4 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Pacific Division is very much up for grabs, so 
right now, the bubble seems fitting for Seattle. Whether the 
Kraken buy or sell is an interesting question. Last year, they 
sold and accumulated a ton of assets they could move to 
improve this year. But I can’t see them being the most 
aggressive buyer, either. If management’s to make a move, it 
has to be a long-term consideration and not just someone to 
help down the stretch. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Record: 19-17-3 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Even before the injuries to Ryan O’Reilly, Vladimir 
Tarasenko and Torey Krug, it seemed like a retool was the 
right choice. Now that they’ll be without all three for more 
than month, it makes even more sense. Sure it’s possible for 
the team to go on a good run and add them as re-
enforcements, but with O’Reilly and Tarasenko among the 
top-available pending unrestricted free agents if healthy, it 
may prove difficult for general manager Doug Armstrong to 
turn down offers that could help revive an inconsistent roster. 
— Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 24-13-1 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Lightning have been aggressive buyers the 
past few trade deadlines, and for good reason. They’ve been 
to three straight Stanley Cup Finals and have the team to 
make a push for another trip. The star core is there, but 
they’ve made smart deals at deadline to bolster depth. Who 
will this year’s Brandon Hagel or Nick Paul? — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 23-9-7 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: Everything is riding on the playoffs this season in 
Toronto — the future of general manager Kyle Dubas, the 
future of Auston Matthews (who’s eligible for a contract 
extension in July), the future direction of the team, 
essentially. That makes it likelier than not that the front office 
will be aggressive in addressing needs ahead of the trade 
deadline. The Leafs, led by Dubas and team president 
Brendan Shanahan, have built another strong team, but they 

still have a clear hole on the second line and have yet to 
replace defenseman Jake Muzzin, who may not return this 
season. Dubas needs to ensure this team is as strong and 
deep as it can possibly be for the postseason. A first-round 
victory, at minimum, is a must. — Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 17-18-3 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: It’s becoming increasingly clear that the Canucks 
aren’t a legitimate playoff contender at the same time that an 
extension for pending unrestricted free agent Bo Horvat 
looks unlikely. That positions Vancouver to own the biggest 
rental trade deadline chip. The club also appears likely to 
trade pending UFA Luke Schenn and has a decision to make 
on Andrei Kuzmenko’s long-term future. — Harman Dayal 

After another brutal performance – with the team sitting 
closer to the bottom-5 in the NHL than the playoff picture 
near the mid-way point – the time has come for the 
#Canucks to dismantle this roster. And to do it now. 

My latest via @TheAthleticNHL: https://t.co/Hlwv7dyiSl 

— Thomas Drance (@ThomasDrance) January 4, 2023 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 27-12-2 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Golden Knights’ current playoff probability is 
99 percent. Despite a mediocre stretch recently, largely 
fueled by injuries, they are still looking like a lock for the 
postseason. As mentioned in the last projection, I think the 
Golden Knights could be looking to add a winger at the 
deadline. It would likely be in the low- to mid-cap-hit range, 
because there’s not a lot of salary room to work, but Vegas 
could be looking for an upgrade to Phil Kessel, who has 
struggled. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Record: 22-14-6 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: With an 11-2-2 December, the Caps catapulted 
from 12th in the Eastern Conference to comfortably in 
position for a ninth straight playoff berth. As a result, it’s a 
safe bet they’re going to be buyers. What exactly will they be 
buying? Well, that depends. With top-six forwards Nicklas 
Backstrom and Tom Wilson returning from long-term injuries 
and No. 1 defenseman John Carlson sidelined indefinitely, 
Washington’s lineup suddenly has a lot of depth up front and 
not enough on the back end. Even with Carlson expected to 
return prior to the playoffs and cap space tight, the blue line 
could probably use bulletproofing — just in case the injury 
bug strikes again. — Tarik El-Bashir 
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Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 25-13-1 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Winnipeg’s injury troubles led to a late December 
string of mediocre games, but the Jets started winning again 
even before Blake Wheeler, Nikolaj Ehlers, Cole Perfetti and 
Nate Schmidt returned to the lineup. Now nearly back to full 

health, this is a playoff team with the potential to win a 
series. So, what do they do about it? I think the odds favor 
tweaks — veteran additions to cement the PK and team 
depth, even though young call-ups have acquitted 
themselves well — but, with so much uncertainty about 
Wheeler, Mark Scheifele, Connor Hellebuyck and Pierre-Luc 
Dubois’ long-term futures, the Jets may be tempted to get 
more aggressive in their search. They traded Bryan Little’s 
contract and stayed out of LTIR this season for a reason; 
they’ll have cap space to work with and a desire to go deep. 
— Murat Ates

 

 

 

Svechnikov Excited, Nervous For First NHL All-Star Game 

"He's an impact player in the league now. He has been for a 
while, but now it's on a nightly basis, or even a shift-by-shift 
basis." 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Receiving a phone call from the General 
Manager can be a nerve-wracking thing for most NHL 
players. 

Almost instantaneously minds wander, wondering what the 
topic of conversation could be. 

For Andrei Svechnikov, when Don Waddell's name popped 
up on his phone, the news was delightful. The Canes 
President & GM was informing the 22-year-old that he was 
headed to Sunrise, Florida the first weekend in February for 
the NHL All-Star Game. 

"It's exciting. I'm kind of nervous too," Svechnikov admitted 
following Friday's practice at PNC Arena. "It means a lot to 
me to go there and to be able to spend a few days with the 
best guys in the world." 

Named Thursday night as one of 32 players tabbed by the 
NHL hockey operations department to represent their teams, 
the second overall pick in the 2018 NHL Draft earned the 
selection after producing 19 goals in Carolina's first 38 
games this season. 

"He's an impact player in the league now. He has been for a 
while, but now it's on a nightly basis, or even a shift-by-shift 
basis," Rod Brind'Amour offered of the news, unsurprised by 
the selection. "It's pretty clear when he's on the ice and that's 
what All-Stars do." 

One of just six players in the NHL to record multiple hat tricks 
this season, the Canes head coach further reflected on how 
far Svechnikov's game has come in just five short years. 

"His whole game has improved since he first showed up. He 
obviously has had all the skill, but it's his understanding of 
the game at this level that's improved and it's because he's 
worked at it. He sits every day with [Assistant Coach Jeff 

Daniels]. They go over all the stuff and we talk a lot about 
Svech, but Jeff deserves a lot of credit for sitting down with 
him and teaching him all the things that he's got to do. He's 
receptive to it and that's the key. You've got to want to learn 
and I think that's why he's seeing improvements."  

Svechnikov's 19 goals have him ranked inside the Top 20 
league-wide and are the fifth-most among all Metropolitan 
Division skaters. 

After calling his family members to share the good news, the 
first-time All-Star is now turning his attention to being in the 
moment at the event. 

"I just want to have fun and meet the guys," one of six 
Russian-born players to be picked said. "It'll be a fun three 
days. You don't have many chances to do something like 
this, so I will try to enjoy as much of it as I can." 

Quickly reminded that he's only 22 and there are hopefully 
many more All-Star selections ahead in his prosperous 
career, Svechnikov was also then nudged that he has to be 
prepared to defend the team's legacy at FLA Live Arena. 

The organization may be able to pick up the rare three-peat 
in the NHL Accuracy Shooting at the Skills Competition the 
night before the All-Star Game, with Jaccob Slavin having 
won in 2020 and then Sebastian Aho last year. 

"Let's do it. I'm ready," Svechnikov concluded with a laugh 
and a smile. 

While the NHL typically does not assign players to certain 
events until the days leading up to All-Star Weekend, one 
would have to imagine that Svechnikov would be a legitimate 
threat in both the Accuracy Shooting or the Hardest Shot.  

Canes fans will now have the opportunity to try and send 
another member of the roster to join #37 at the event, with 
the final 12 remaining players (two skaters and one goalie 
per division) through the 2023 Honda All-Star Fan Vote 
presented by Guaranteed Rate. Running through midnight 
ET on January 17, fans can also vote on Twitter by using 
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#NHLAllStarVote followed by the player's full name or Twitter 
handle. 

The Twitter Vote starts on Thursday, January 12 at 12:01 
a.m. ET and will end on Saturday, January 14 at 11:59 p.m. 
ET.

 

Preview: January 7 at Columbus 

Canes aim to get back in the win column after dropping 
contests to New York and Nashville 

By Walt Ruff 

COLUMBUS, OH. - The Carolina Hurricanes are in 
Columbus for the first of what will be two times in six days, 
meeting the Blue Jackets for a Saturday afternoon contest. 

When: Saturday, January 7 

Puck Drop: 4 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 25-8-6 (56 Points, 1st, Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-3 Loss to the Nashville Predators on 
Thursday, January 5 

Blue Jackets Record: 11-24-2 (24 Points, 8th, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Blue Jackets Last Game: 6-2 Loss to the Washington 
Capitals on Thursday, January 5 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: The Canes produced a franchise record 67 
shots on Thursday night, but Predators netminder Juuse 
Saros put together one of the best performances in NHL 
history as he guided his team to victory. Max Pacioretty 
made his team debut in the affair, skating 16:06 in his first 
game since suffering an Achilles tendon tear in August. Pyotr 
Kochetkov suffered the loss in net, allowing four goals on 24 
shots. 

Svech, The All-Star: The NHL announced its All-Stars on 
Thursday night, naming Canes forward Andrei Svechnikov 
as the team's representative. With 19 goals already this 
season, it will be the first time at the event for the 22-year-
old. 

Stay Hot Marty Necas: Martin Necas, who set a new career-
high with his 17th goal of the season on Tuesday, moved his 
point streak to seven games on Thursday. Now with 38 
points in 39 games, he also has 13 points in 15 career 
regular season games against the Blue Jackets. 

Burns Is Buzzin': Since December 1 Brent Burns leads the 
Canes with 14 points in 16 games. His 28 points pace all 
team defenders through 39 games. 

Father Finn The Star: The NHL revealed its Stars of the 
Week Monday afternoon, naming Antti Raanta one of them. 
The netminder went 3-0-0 with a 1.30 goals against average 
and a .944 save percentage last week. The 33-year-old 

veteran has now won his last seven decisions, dating back to 
November 25, and has improved to 10-2-2 on the season. 

Kochetkov's Great December: Antti Raanta's honors on 
Monday came fewer than 24 hours after his current 
goaltending partner, Pyotr Kochetkov, was named the 
league's Rookie of the Month for the month of December. 
The 23-year-old went 7-0-1 in December with a 1.63 goals 
against average and a .939 save percentage. 

On The Other Side: A season riddled with injuries for the 
Blue Jackets has left them at the bottom of the Metropolitan 
Division standings thus far. Patrik Laine, Zach Werenski, 
Jakub Voracek, Jake Bean, Adam Boqvist, and several 
others have all missed time thus far this year, currently giving 
them the third-fewest goals for and third-most goals against 
in the NHL. Their power play also ranks 31st out of all 32 
teams. They are 1-9-0 in their last 10 games. 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. He has recently taken 
part in team practices and morning skates since 
December 16 in a no-contact jersey, but there is no 
current timetable for his return. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-
body injury on November 6. He has been practicing 
with the team since December 8, but there is 
currently no timetable for his return. Rod 
Brind'Amour has said on several occasions, "We're 
waiting for him to say that he feels 100%. He won't 
play until then." 

 Forward Stefan Noesen left Tuesday night's game 
in New York with a lower-body injury. He tried to 
return for the second period but was not able to 
continue. Rod Brind'Amour said on both 
Wednesday and Thursday that there's no concern 
that it is a long-term injury. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
white sweaters with red helmets. 

Milestone Watch: A win on Saturday would give Rod 
Brind'Amour 200 wins as a head coach. It would also make 
him the third-fastest coach to 200 wins in league history (328 
games). 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes will return to Raleigh post-game and are 
scheduled to be off on Sunday. They'll then practice on 
Monday ahead of a meeting with the New Jersey Devils 
Tuesday night at PNC Arena.
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Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina faces Columbus 

Carolina Hurricanes (25-8-6, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Columbus Blue Jackets (11-24-2, eighth in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

Columbus, Ohio; Saturday, 4 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Columbus Blue Jackets take on the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina Hurricanes. 

Columbus has a 3-8-1 record in Metropolitan Division play 
and an 11-24-2 record overall. The Blue Jackets have a -51 
scoring differential, with 96 total goals scored and 147 given 
up. 

Carolina has a 25-8-6 record overall and a 10-2-0 record in 
Metropolitan Division play. The Hurricanes have gone 22-3-2 
when scoring at least three goals. 

The matchup Saturday is the second time these teams meet 
this season. The Hurricanes won 4-1 in the previous 
meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Johnny Gaudreau has 11 goals and 
27 assists for the Blue Jackets. Jack Roslovic has five 
assists over the past 10 games. 

Martin Necas has 17 goals and 21 assists for the Hurricanes. 
Stefan Noesen has four goals and three assists over the past 
10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Blue Jackets: 1-9-0, averaging 1.6 goals, 
2.9 assists, 3.8 penalties and 7.9 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.2 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 3.9 goals, 6.8 assists, 4.6 
penalties and 9.2 penalty minutes while giving up 2.7 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Blue Jackets: Jakub Voracek: out (concussion), 
Zach Werenski: out (shoulder/labrum), Jake Bean: out 
(shoulder), Nick Blankenburg: out (ankle), Yegor Chinakhov: 
out (ankle), Justin Danforth: out (shoulder), Boone Jenner: 
out (thumb), Eric Robinson: day to day (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Stefan Noesen: day to day (lower body).
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World Juniors: Standout Performer From Each NHL Team in the East 

With an exciting 2023 world juniors in the books, Tony 
Ferrari looks at a prospect from each Eastern Conference 
NHL team who stood out most at the tournament. 

By Tony Ferrari 

The World Junior Championship ended with the Canadians 
winning their back-to-back gold after beating Czechia in 
overtime. The Americans collected the bronze after a thrilling 
8-7 overtime win against Sweden.  

One of the best parts of the world juniors for NHL fans is 
seeing your favorite team’s top prospects performing on the 
world stage against the best competition from their age 
group. Let’s take a look back at some of the standouts for 
each Eastern Conference NHL club (aside from Toronto and 
Pittsburgh who had no players participate at the world 
juniors).  

Boston Bruins: Dans Locmelis, C, Latvia 

While the Bruins expected Lysell to be their top prospect at 
the WJC, Dans Locmelis stood out the most. The top center 
on Latvia’s team was their top goal-scorer and best offensive 
player. He scored in both games of the relegation round and 
against Switzerland, adding Latvia’s only shootout goal 
against the Swiss as well. He showed good instincts and 
excellent shiftiness in the offensive zone to open up space 
for himself. He could return to the tournament next season.  

Buffalo Sabres: Jiri Kulich, W, Czechia 

The leading scorer of the silver medallists will head back to 
the Rochester Americans fresh off an outstanding 
performance at the world juniors. Kulich came up huge in 
every big moment for the Czechs. He scored in overtime 
against Sweden in the semifinal and got Czechia on the 
board against Canada to queue the comeback attempt in the 
gold medal game. Kulich is one heck of an offensive player. 
He uses his speed and slippery skill to work himself out of 
puck battles with possession and attack high-danger areas. 
His seven goals were tied for second behind only Connor 
Bedard.  

Carolina Hurricanes: Jackson Blake, RW, USA 

The Canes always have some prospects at the annual U-20 
championship, but it was one of their less heralded players 
that stood out throughout the tournament. Jackson Blake 
was one of the United States’ most impactful secondary 
scorers. He got to the dirty areas with regularity. Blake was 
the hardworking winger on the team’s second line, 
complimenting Chaz Lucius and Rutger McGroarty quite 
well. He was also the victim of a close no-goal call in the 
semifinal against Canada. Overall, the Canes prospect 
exceeded expectations.  

Columbus Blue Jackets: Stanislav Svozil, D, Czechia 

The captain of the strongest Czech team in a generation was 
fantastic at the world juniors. He used all of his tools at both 
ends of the ice. His eight points in seven games were the 
third-highest total amongst blueliners. Only Jiri Kulich 
outscored him on the team. Svozil played a smart two-way 
game and played significant minutes throughout the 
tournament. Fellow Blue Jackets prospect David Jiricek was 
named to the tournament all-star team, but Svozil would 
have also been a great choice. 

Detroit Red Wings: Red Savage, C, USA 

The Americans needed someone to be their play driver on 
the third line, and Savage took on that responsibility to a high 
degree of success. Savage plays an intelligent and 
hardworking game that blends surprising bits of skill with a 
high-end work ethic. His six points were a nice dose of 
secondary scoring for a U.S. squad that heavily relied upon 
their top players to score.  

Florida Panthers: Ludvig Jansson, D, Sweden 

The top-scoring defender at the world juniors was named to 
the tournament’s all-star team. He has six points in 25 
games with Sodertalje in the Allsvenskan but managed 10 in 
his seven-game stint at the WJC. He tied for the lead in 
scoring for the Swedes with Filip Bystedt, scoring a few 
memorable goals along the way, including a beautiful 
overtime winner against Czechia in the round-robin. The 
offensive pop may be a bit of an aberration, but Jansson had 
a fantastic tournament.  

Montreal Canadians: Joshua Roy, W, Canada 

After losing to Czechia in Canada’s first game, Joshua Roy 
moved up to the top line with Connor Bedard and Logan 
Stankoven. The move couldn’t have been more perfect. Roy 
isn’t going to drive a line, but he compliments high-skill 
players well. He’s a great passer and good finisher who is 
content to allow his linemates to be the primary puck carriers 
and creators. He uses his offensive tools to facilitate play 
and let his teammates play to their ability.  

New Jersey Devils: Simon Nemec, D, Slovakia 

The Slovaks were one of the tournament’s most intriguing 
and surprising teams. Nemec played a big part of that 
offensively at a point-per-game pace while showing some 
solid defensive tendencies. He embraced the Slovaks’ 
physical personality and got in on the action, using his frame 
to battle in front of the net and punish opponents. He helped 
the Slovaks push Canada to the brink in the quarterfinal in a 
game that felt like it could go either way.  
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New York Islanders: Calle Odelius, D, Sweden 

Odelius didn’t quite have a tournament to remember, but he 
was the Islanders’ only prospect at the event. Odelius has 
the skill and skating ability to play a strong two-way game but 
was limited in his deployment and was even the seventh 
defender for a stretch. Next year’s tournament will be when 
he makes a legitimate impact.  

New York Rangers: Jaroslav Chmelar, W, Czechia 

The Rangers had a few players stand out from the world 
juniors, from Brennan Othmann to Adam Sykora. Chmelar 
that stood out from the crop. The Czech winger tended to 
play around the net and generate chances from in tight, win 
board battles and move the puck to teammates from the wall. 
Even when Chmelar wasn’t finding the scoresheet, he was 
very noticeable on the ice for making the right play at any 
given moment.  

Ottawa Senators: Tyler Boucher, W, USA 

The Senators’ 10th overall pick in the 2021 NHL draft was 
their big focus of the tournament, and he showcased his 
game quite well. He was a solid finisher around the crease, 
scoring three goals, all from in tight. Boucher did find himself 
in the penalty box four times, but the physical winger’s game 
lends itself to that at the international level. He didn’t have a 
dominant tournament by any means, but he was solid in 
what he does.  

Philadelphia Flyers: Cutter Gauthier, W, USA 

The American winger was one of the team’s best players. 
His blend of power and offensive IQ were a welcome 
addition to the squad. He was a weapon on the power play 
as a shooter and put his playmaking ability on display 
throughout the tournament. He was a bit slow to find the 
back of the net but did score four goals in the three games 
after the round-robin. Gauthier has a great shot and loves to 
crash the crease. He’s a very Flyers-esque player.  

Tampa Bay Lightning: Dylan Duke, W, USA 

Duke was a nice, hard-working piece of the bottom six for the 
Americans as they captured the bronze medal. His work 
ethic and net-front play were strong throughout the 
tournament. He has been a staple in the American program, 
playing at the U-17 and U-18s despite never truly being an 
offensive difference maker, thriving on playing the game right 
in the bottom six.  

Washington Capitals: Ryan Chesley, D, USA 

The Americans didn’t have many defenders who specialized 
in defensive play, so Chesley had a chance to fill that role. 
Unfortunately, he played some of the fewest minutes on the 
U.S. blueline. Chesley is a smart and mobile blueliner who 
acted as a safety blanket for the U.S. defenders that played 
more offensively when he was on the ice. He should have a 
chance to play a bigger role next year.  
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About Last Night: Max Pacioretty Experiences Hurricanes Hockey 

Max Pacioretty’s strong debut wasn’t enough to boost the 
Hurricanes and secure a win against Nino Niederreiter and 
the Predators. 

By Brett Finger  

On January 18, 2019, following a 4-1 loss to the league-
worst Ottawa Senators on home ice in Nino Niederreiter’s 
debut with the team, then-rookie head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour slowly walked into the PNC Arena media room.  

The Carolina Hurricanes had lost 25 of their 47 games up to 
that point, but that particular loss felt totally deflating, 
especially in the debut of a new goal-scoring winger. 

“I said, in the dressing room, I apologized to him,” 
Brind’Amour said of Niederreiter. “That effort... that’s not our 
team, and that’s his first game, so I’m sure he thinks we’re... 
I don’t know what he thinks we are right now. We’ll correct 
that.” 

We now know that they did, indeed, correct that, but it was 
hard to imagine a debut game ending in a loss as 
memorable as that one in 2019. I mean, the head coach 
literally apologized to the player for how badly his team 
played. 

Four years later, almost to the day, Max Pacioretty made his 
Hurricanes debut against Niederreiter and the Nashville 
Predators. The 5-3 loss at PNC Arena certainly wasn’t 
anywhere near as deflating as the Ottawa loss, but for what it 
lacked in doom, it made up for in pure irony. 

The Hurricanes honored Pacioretty’s debut with a jersey-
matching 67 shots on goal, setting a franchise record. They 
outshot the Predators by a preposterous 42-shot margin. 
With 2.9 seconds to go in the third period, Colton Sissons 
netted an empty-net goal to make it a two-goal game and 
officially put the “Corsi Canes“ away. 

In his first game with the team, Pacioretty experienced 
historic levels of Hurricanes hockey. 

Let’s talk about last night. 

Max Paccioretty Impresses In Debut 

Pacioretty started the game on the fourth line with Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Derek Stepan. He ended the game on the 
first line with Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis. 

That should already paint a picture of how well things went 
for the 34-year-old. 

His first shift was a short one that started with a defensive 
zone faceoff, but his second shift saw him put two heavy 
shots on the net. That shift was eye-opening. His shot looks 
and feels different than other goal-scorers on the team. 

When Pacioretty releases the puck, you can almost feel the 
weight of it from the stands. 

He ended the night with six shots on goal and a pair of hits in 
16:06 of ice time. He was the fifth-most-used Carolina 
forward, and though he showed signs of rust late in the game 
when he was clearly out of gas, it was a promising start for a 
player on a new team who had missed 38 games with an 
injury that could have put his career in jeopardy. 

Assuming he recovers well physically after last night’s game, 
it seems likely that Pacioretty won’t start this weekend’s 
matchup with Columbus on the fourth line. 

Saros Sorrows 

There have been countless instances of the Hurricanes piling 
up shots on goal but not deserving to win. Last night wasn’t 
one of those nights by any stretch of the imagination. 

According to NaturalStatTrick, the Hurricanes had 6.45 
expected goals-for in all situations. That number is the third-
highest of Brind’Amour’s coaching tenure and just .02 behind 
a 3-1 win over Saros and the Predators in April 2021. 

Their 27 high-danger shot attempts were the most they’ve 
had in a game this season and their third-most since 2018. If 
the numbers feel hollow, here’s a visual representation of 
where Carolina’s shots were taken. 

The Hurricanes certainly took a great deal of low-danger 
shots, but they had nearly as many quality opportunities to 
put the puck in the net. They capitalized three times, starting 
with a deflection from the high slot by Paul Stastny. 

The Hurricanes then caught the Predators on their heels 
during the first shift of period two, capitalizing on the extra 
room on the ice in a 4-on-4 sequence and pulling off a 
dazzling series of passes. The last pass went from Brett 
Pesce to Brady Skjei to make it 2-1. 

Their third and final tally resulted from the third line doing 
what it has done all season. Jordan Martinook stripped 
Mattias Ekholm of the puck in the neutral zone, and Jesper 
Fast bumped a pass to Jordan Staal, who made a great read 
and shot into the offensive zone for a breakaway goal. 

From that point on, it was the Juuse Saros show. 

After allowing three goals on 28 shots through almost exactly 
one-half of the game, the diminutive goalie stopped 39 shots 
in the final 30 minutes, including 28 in the third period alone. 

Money Puck’s tracking was less favorable to Carolina’s 
offense than NaturalStatTrick, but it wasn’t by much. 
According to Money Puck, the Hurricanes generated 6.09 
expected goals, which is still absurdly high. Saros was 
credited with 3.09 goals saved above expected. He entered 
the game with just over 13 goals saved above expected in 
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his first 28 games, a mark that already ranked near the top of 
the league. 

Countless chaotic sequences should have ended in Carolina 
goals. Paul Stastny had three high-danger shot attempts in 
about ten seconds during a shift in the second period. Andrei 
Svechnikov had a very similar shift later in the game. 

The Stastny-centered line with Necas and Svechnikov was 
flat-out tremendous from start to finish. With the trio on the 
ice, Carolina outshot Nashville 16-6 at 5-on-5 and racked up 
seven high-danger shots while giving up just two. 

It’s easy to say that it was “another one of those games” for 
the Hurricanes. Oftentimes, there would be agreement here, 
but this wasn’t one of those instances. Saros was under 
duress all night. He did everything he could, be it sprawling 

for post-to-post stops, locating pucks through a seemingly 
never-ending bevy of humanity, or even dropping his stick on 
one third-period chance to swat at a fluttering puck destined 
to tie the game. 

It was one of the best goalie performances in the NHL this 
season. Unfortunately, it happened on a night that saw Pyotr 
Kochetkov struggle as he continued to try to fight through 
rust. 

These losses hurt a lot less when you’re the second-ranked 
team in the NHL, and you just went an entire month without 
losing a regulation game. The process, particularly in the 
offensive zone, wasn’t the problem last night. 

If the Hurricanes follow last night up with a similar effort, the 
odds will be very much in their favor against Columbus.

 

 

 

Wolves Defeated by Monsters 5-2 

ROSEMONT, Ill.—In the first of back-to-back games, the 
Chicago Wolves fell to the Cleveland Monsters 5-2 on Friday 
night at Allstate Arena. 

Jack Drury and Nathan Sucese scored for the Wolves but 
the defending Calder Cup champions couldn’t hold a first-
period advantage as Cleveland rallied behind goals from five 
different players to top Chicago for the second time in three 
meetings this season. 

“The first was really good, we didn’t give up much and we 
generated chances and that’s how we want to play,” Wolves 
coach Brock Sheahan said. “I don’t like the way we came out 
in the second and didn’t build off our first period and that’s 
how you throw away a really good start.” 

The Wolves jumped on Cleveland early, scoring twice in the 
opening frame. First, Drury notched his second goal of the 
season after taking a drop pass from Max Lajoie and rifling a 
wrist shot past Monsters goaltender Jet Greaves to the stick 
side. In addition to Lajoie, Anttoni Honka picked up an assist 
on the score to give the defenseman 12 on the season—
most among Wolves blue liners. 

The goal marked the eighth time in the past nine games the 
Wolves scored first in a contest. 

Sucese’s seventh goal of the season a short time later gave 
the Wolves a 2-0 lead. Teammate Ryan Suzuki created a 
turnover in the neutral zone and sent a pass to Logan 
Lambdin, who fired a shot that Greaves stopped but gave up 
a rebound and Sucese banged it home from his backhand. 

Midway through the second, the Monsters pulled even on 
quick goals from Brett Gallant and Erik Bradford and later in 
the period took the lead on Cole Fonstad’s power-play score. 

Early in the third, Cleveland struck again on the power play 
as Robbie Payne cashed in with the man advantage to make 
it 4-2. 

“The third we really pushed back but we just didn’t convert 
when we needed to,” Sheahan said. 

Trey Fix-Wolansky capped the scoring with an empty-net 
goal in the waning moments. 

Zachary Sawchenko (25 saves) suffered the loss in goal for 
the Wolves while Greaves (28 saves) earned the victory for 
the Monsters. 

The Wolves fell to 11-16-3-1 on the season while Cleveland 
upped its record to 13-14-1-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will host Cleveland on Saturday at 
Allstate Arena (7 p.m.; My50 Chicago, AHLTV). It will be 
Teddy Bear Toss Night, Adopt-A-Dog Night and the Wolves 
will also continue to spotlight Mental Health Awareness. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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Blue Jackets raising practice intensity: 'We're going to do it until we get 
better at it' 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

How fast can things change in the NHL?  

Consider the difference between the Blue Jackets now and what they 
were in 2018-19, when they shocked the league by sweeping the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in the first round. This season’s nightmarish 11-24-2 record 
through 37 games makes that season seem like ages ago, but it’s only 
been four years.   

A lot has happened in Columbus since and that’s ultimately what led to 
coach Brad Larsen digging a skate into the ice Friday at Nationwide 
Arena for an intense 40-minute practice with a palpable “Enough is 
Enough” feel to it. A day after losing 6-2 to the Washington Capitals on 
the same ice in a game broadcast by ESPN, the Blue Jackets raised the 
intensity level with 25 minutes of physical battle drills followed by “in-
zone” drills focused on improving play with and without the puck.  

“We’ve got some areas to work on,” said Larsen, who was as stern on 
the ice as he’s been all season. “We’re going to start working on it very 
consistently. There’s going to be some areas we’re going address 
probably more frequently, but we’re not worried about rest right now.” 

The loss to the Capitals factored into it, but neither that letdown nor a 4-0 
loss Tuesday in Ottawa were the sole impetus for the change in tempo 
and physicality. This is about one of the NHL’s greenest teams learning 
to become more like Blue Jackets of the past, who forged an identity 
under former coach John Tortorella of being hard to play against.  

If it takes practicing with renewed intensity amid a crammed January 
schedule that has 14 more games to go, so be it. Despite missing nine 
injured NHL regulars, Larsen appears to be done with the effort to save 
players for games by protecting their skating legs in practices.  

It’s time to grind.  

“Battle drills will be part of it,” Larsen said. “We do battle drills quite 
consistently. There might be more of them until we get better at it. We’re 
going to do it. I’m not worried about energy right now. Energy is the last 
thing on my mind.” 

Columbus Blue Jackets must improve at 'foundational stuff' 

Improving puck possession is likely at the forefront of Larsen’s thinking.   

The injury crisis has forced numerous players to skate in roles they’re 
either not suited to handle or ready for yet, but the flip side is the 
opportunities available to these Blue Jackets, who’ve fumbled too many 
of them.  

After losing 12 of their past 15 games (3-12-0) — including a seven-
game skid (0-7-0) — Columbus has dropped to 31st in the NHL at 24 
points. Only the Chicago Blackhawks (20 points) are worse and they 
made several moves last summer to weaken their roster in a clear effort 
to increase their odds at winning the “Connor Bedard sweepstakes” in 
the 2023 NHL draft.  

That wasn’t the case for the Blue Jackets, who signed star forward 
Johnny Gaudreau to a seven-year, $68.25 million contract and sold a 
bunch of new season-ticket packages off the idea they might challenge 
for a playoff spot. This wasn’t supposed to be a season with the word 
“tank,” attached it, but that’s what’s happening after a multitude of 
lopsided losses. 

The Blue Jackets have now lost by multiple goals while allowing five-plus 
goals 12 times, including a pair of humiliating efforts in a 9-4 loss to the 
Buffalo Sabres on Dec. 7 and a 7-1 shellacking Oct. 30 against the New 
Jersey Devils. They’re also 1-12-0 when allowing five-plus goals with the 
lone victory a 6-5 overtime win Dec. 11 over the Los Angeles Kings.  

According to Natural Stat Trick, they rank 29th in 5v5 Corsi percentage 
(45.5%), which assesses total attempts, 29th in shots-for percentage 
(45.2%) and have lopsided disadvantages in scoring chances (747-927), 
high-danger chances (281-370) and high-danger goals (26-54). The 
Jackets are also allowing 35.4 shots per game while putting only 29.1 on 
net themselves. It’s no surprise they’re -51 in total goal differential (96-
147) and -37 at 5v5 (65-102).  

Four years ago, the Blue Jackets were ranked among the NHL’s top 15 
teams in all those categories, but they had an entirely different roster, 
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were much healthier and far more experienced. A lot can change in four 
years. 

Instilling better habits in practice won’t solve all of the issues, but it’s a 
solid starting point.  

“It’s foundational stuff and we’ve tried different ways,” Larsen said. 
“We’re going to go in a different direction here for a bit.” 

Opportunity knocks for injury ravaged Columbus Blue Jackets 

Friday’s practice and Larsen’s comments also carried an additional 
purpose, acting as a fastball under the chin of players who might be on 
cruise control.  

“Accountability is an awesome thing, but the problem is I don’t have 
enough guys to come in and push guys out,” Larsen said. “So, the 
message today is we have nine NHL guys out of the lineup. That means 
when nine NHL guys get healthy, then nine of those guys are out of the 
lineup. So, how bad do you want to stay in?” 

Three of the nine are out for the season and a fourth, Jakub Voracek, is 
expected to miss the remaining 45 games with concussion symptoms. 
That leaves five likely to return, starting with rookie defenseman Nick 
Blankenburg, who’s nearing a return from a fractured ankle. 

The time is now for those looking to earn NHL roles that last longer than 
several weeks or a couple months. 

"We talk about opportunity all the time," Larsen said. "So, you have an 
opportunity here. You’re either going to flush it down the toilet or you’re 
going to put yourself on the map. I watched guys like Justin Danforth do it 
last year. I’ve seen guys put themselves on the map and I’ve seen guys 
just fade away. They take for granted they’re in the NHL. We can’t do 
that anymore.”  

That message was sent Friday. What happens next will be closely 
monitored.  

“They’re not going to like it,” Larsen said. “The longer we go (hard in 
practice), it’s not fun. We’re going to do it until we get better at it. Some 
are going to respect it. Lots are going to respect it, but that’s when you 
watch. The guys who start complaining, generally they’re the guys who 
don’t like doing it. And if they don’t like doing it, are we going to win with 
them down the road, even when we are healthy?” 

Early returns from players show that Larsen’s message landed.  

“This is the foundation of everything is winning your puck battles, and, no 
question, we need more of it,” center Sean Kuraly said. “That’s why we 
got a heavy dose of it today and we’re going to keep getting it … and I 
think it’s totally the right message that this team needs and what this 
group needs, including myself.”  

Kuraly began his NHL career with the Boston Bruins, who had a 
leadership group that enforced a high standard. He was probably the 
least shocked and most motivated player on the ice Friday.  

“It’s not going to be fun, it’s not going to be easy, but you know what else 
isn’t fun is losing 6-2 and getting scored on,” Kuraly said. “This is the 
early work … and I’ll take that over losing and being embarrassed in front 
of a full crowd or a national TV audience.”  

He’s not alone. 

“We always have the motto to play the way the Blue Jackets want to play 
and that’s having a hard mentality, winning your battles and being hard to 
play against … being a physical presence,” second-year center Cole 
Sillinger said. “I think that’s something we’ve gotten away from a little bit 
and it’s something we need to add back. If that starts in practice, that’s a 
good place to start.” 

It won’t take long to put it to the test. 

The Blue Jackets host the Metropolitan Division’s top team Saturday, the 
Carolina Hurricanes, and finish a back-to-back on the road Sunday 

against the Capitals. That will be followed by a game Tuesday at the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, a team that nearly won the Stanley Cup last 
season for a third straight year.  

“There’s areas that we have to grow and sometimes you have to get 
uncomfortable for growth,” Larsen said. “That’s where we’re at. There are 
nine guys that probably wouldn’t be in the lineup if we were fully healthy. 
That should wake you up. Don’t take it for granted. And that’s not just on 
the young guys. That’s on our older guys too. They have to lead it. They 
don’t get to just cash it in either.” 
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Why Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen dialed up practice intensity 

 

Aaron Portzline6-7 minutes 06/01/2023 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The only surprise, really, is that it took so long. 

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen devoted more than half of Friday’s 
practice to two-on-two battle drills, forcing players to crash and bang for 
the puck while he blew his whistle and barked commands at players who 
didn’t go hard enough. 

It was the Blue Jackets’ most physical practice since training camp, and it 
took place with a 4 p.m. Saturday game against Carolina on the docket. 

“I’m not worried about energy right now,” Larsen said. “Energy is the last 
thing on my mind.” 

The Blue Jackets have lost nine of their last 10 games and are 31st in 
the NHL’s overall standings, just four points ahead of Chicago. They’ve 
lost their last two games by four goals — a 4-0 loss in Ottawa on 
Tuesday and a 6-2 loss to Washington on Thursday. 

In each of those games, the Blue Jackets have followed decent first 
periods with barely competitive second and third periods. 

“You can’t play one period and then say, ‘Well, we had a good first,’” 
Larsen said. “That’s two games in a row, and it didn’t work out too well. 

“I know the schedule. But the rest is not helping us, so we have to go a 
different way. Guys have to get better. We’re not scoring; we’re gonna 
have to find a way to make sure (pucks) aren’t going in our net.” 

This has been brewing for a while, though, way before the last two 
games. 

Veteran defenseman Erik Gudbranson commented after a particularly 
ugly 9-4 loss to Buffalo on Dec. 7 that the Blue Jackets hadn’t “really 
been practicing the greatest lately.” 

It seemed a fairly innocuous comment — one directed as much at 
himself and fellow players as the coaches — but it took on greater 
meaning two days later when Gudbranson was asked by the team to 
apologize and “clarify” his comments after a morning skate. 

Clearly, what Gudbranson said touched a nerve. 

Sources have told The Athletic in the weeks that followed that several 
veterans have been frustrated by light practices and what they feel has 
been insufficient accountability for some players in the face of consistent 
losing, but it’s unclear if those veterans went to Larsen to ask for the 
temperature to be turned up in practice. 

On Friday, there were plenty of flushed cheeks and very few smiles in the 
post-practice dressing room. But there were no complaints, either. 

“It was a different practice from what we’ve been doing, but it’s what we 
need right now,” second-year center Cole Sillinger said. “Get back to 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 7, 2023 

 

playing hard, winning your battles, being hard to play against … we’ll stay 
in games longer and make more of a push. 

“It was kind of expected within our group, to be honest with you, the way 
things are going.” 

Blue Jackets center Sean Kuraly had never missed the playoffs in his 
NHL career until he signed as a free agent with Columbus before last 
season. His frustration has spilled out in several games this season. 

“It’s not gonna be fun; it’s not gonna be easy,” Kuraly said. “But you know 
what else isn’t fun? Losing 6-2. I’ll take (the hard work) over being 
embarrassed in front of a full crowd or a national TV audience. 

“If we get proper rest and we still show like (Thursday’s game), what are 
we doing with it? (Larsen) gave us the rope. We didn’t use it as we 
should have.” 

A former NHL forward, Larsen knows well how important rest is to 
players, especially in the hyper-fast modern NHL. But there’s a bigger 
reason he hasn’t been able to push the Blue Jackets as hard as he might 
under normal circumstances, he said. 

The Blue Jackets have been overwhelmed by injuries this season. 
They’re currently playing with nine lineup regulars out of the lineup, 
including top defensemen Zach Werenski, top center Boone Jenner, and 
last year’s leading points producer, Jakub Voracek. 

They’ve lost 241 man-games to injury, and the season isn’t half finished. 

“That’s the line you walk every day as a coach,” Larsen said. “We’ve 
been so depleted. Accountability is an awesome thing, but the problem 
is, I don’t have enough guys to come in here and push other guys out. 

“You’re racking your brain … I realize our lineup. I’m not oblivious to the 
fact that we have eight, nine, 10, 11 guys out at a time. That’s the 
frustrating part, right? But we have to grow these guys. It’s foundational 
stuff, absolutely. We’ve tried different ways, but now we’re going to go in 
a different direction now.” 

The Blue Jackets are among the organizations hopeful of landing 
Canadian superstar prospect Connor Bedard, seen by many as a 
franchise-altering player along the lines of Sidney Crosby or Connor 
McDavid. 

Bedard put forth an astounding performance at the IIHF World Junior 
Championships, guiding Canada to a gold medal on Thursday. He is the 
clear-cut No. 1 selection in next summer’s draft. 

Blue Jackets management may see this snakebitten season as a chance 
to land the best player in franchise history, but the players have no 
interest in losing games to enhance the Jackets’ chances of winning the 
lottery. 

The idea of tanking is abhorrent, Kuraly said. 

“It honestly makes me feel a little sick,” he said. “You don’t want to be 
one of those teams.” 

A loser’s mindset is what frightened Larsen about recent games. He 
started to see a club that was resigned to losing, a team that had started 
to accept its fate too easily. So, a few minutes before practice on Friday, 
players were told, in essence, to tighten their helmet straps. 

“The guys who will complain about (hard practices) are the guys who 
don’t like doing it, and if they don’t like doing it, we aren’t going to win 
with them down the road even if we are healthy,” Larsen said. “We’re a 
young team and we have to grow, and sometimes you have to get 
uncomfortable for growth. 

“If you start thinking losing is OK, if that seeps into your room, you’re in 
trouble. You’re in mega-trouble.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.07.2023 

1264426 New Jersey Devils 

 

Devils remind Ondrej Palat of past Lightning teams. But they need to 
‘close out games’ to fully convince him 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

4-6 minutes 1/6/2023 

 

At his introductory press conference in July, Ondrej Palat said that 
switching from the Lightning to the Devils would be a “different” 
experience. 

Tampa Bay had won two Stanley Cups in the past 10 seasons, while 
New Jersey only made the postseason one time during that window. But 
as Palat watched his new team surge to a 13-game winning streak and 
dominate NHL analytics while he was recovering from a groin injury, he 
started to grow “excited” at what they could do in the 2022-23 season – 
and even saw similarities between them and his former teams. 

Though as he admitted to NJ Advance Media after the Devils’ 5-3 loss to 
St. Louis on Thursday, those similarities may be more applicable to his 
first years in Tampa Bay. 

“Yeah, actually it does,” Palat said, when asked if this season’s Devils 
roster reminds him of his former Lightning teams. “My first couple of 
years, we were a young team and everybody knew we were good. But 
we needed to grow up.” 

The stats back it up. The Devils, owners of the sixth most points in the 
NHL through 39 games played, have similar numbers to Palat’s third and 
fourth seasons with the Lightning from 2014-2016. They have the offense 
to make a run – the Devils rank second in the NHL in goals for (92), 
expected goals for percentage (57.93%) and Corsi percentage (55.99%) 
at five-on-five – but missed opportunities in their cold December and 
early January skid have Palat concerned about their second half. The 
Devils, who are 5-8-3 in their last 16 games, have scored 29 goals since 
Dec. 1, despite tallying 37.13 expected goals during that time. 

Compare their overall season stats to the 2014-15 and 2015-16 Lightning 
and you can see why Palat is wary. Palat is used to winning on hockey’s 
biggest stage. So even when Tampa Bay ranked fourth in xGF% 
(54.11%) and in CF% (53.03%) at five-on-five and charged their way to 
the Stanley Cup final in 2014-15, he wasn’t satisfied because he didn’t 
hoist the Cup in the final game. 

The Lightning saw a steady decline after their 2015 Cup run – they 
dipped in metrics in 2015-16 (51.86% in xGF% and 52.19% in CF% at 
five-on-five) and missed the playoffs in 2016-17 because of their actual 
goals for vs. their expected goals numbers – so Palat, a key member of 
Tampa’s eventual back-to-back title runs, hopes this youthful Devils team 
can fix things quickly. 

“We needed to learn how to close out games, how to manage the puck at 
the right time,” he said. “We need to be better at that.” 

Devils coach Lindy Ruff said closing out games and finishing chances 
has been the main focus in recent practices. The Devils have created 
great looks in their last three games – they’ve generated 31 high danger 
chances and 67 scoring chances for – so Ruff believes “finding the holes” 
is key for them moving forward. 

“First you have to create the opportunities,” Ruff said. “If you create them, 
it really is finding the holes. I really felt the last two or three games, we’re 
starting to generate the type of opportunities that we did on a consistent 
basis when we were really going well. If we finish we’re in a lot better 
place. We spend half the practice with drills that are conducive to 
creating the opportunities, then you stress making sure you finish.” 

The Devils (24-12-3) face the Rangers at Prudential Center on Saturday 
afternoon. They open a five game road-trip on Tuesday starting with a 
tough matchup against the first-place Hurricanes. 
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NHL All-Star Game 2023: Initial roster includes Devils stud 

 

By Mike Rosenstein | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

3-3 minutes 1/6/2023 

 

New Jersey Devils' Jack Hughes (86) was selected Thursday to the NHL 
All-Star game. 

Hey now, you’re an All-Star. 

New Jersey Devils center Jack Hughes was among the first 32 players 
selected for the 2023 NHL All-Star Game. 

WATCH EVERY DEVILS GAME IN 2022-23 HERE: DirecTV Stream, 
fuboTV 

It’s the first All-Star nod for the 21-year-old Hughes, who leads the Devils 
with 46 points this season. Hughes is eighth in the NHL with 24 goals. 

The league’s hockey operations department picked the first 32 All-Stars, 
one from each team. Fans will choose the final 12 players who make it. 
All-Star Weekend is set for Feb. 3-4 in South Florida. 

Want to bet on the NHL? 

See the best NJ Sports Betting sites 

Here is the list of players who were named All-Stars on Thursday: 

METROPOLITAN DIVISION 

F Alex Ovechkin (Capitals), F Sidney Crosby (Penguins), G Igor 
Shesterkin (N.Y. Rangers), F Brock Nelson (N.Y. Islanders), F Jack 
Hughes (New Jersey), F Andrei Svechnikov (Carolina), F Johnny 
Gaudreau (Columbus), F Kevin Hayes (Philadelphia) 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

F Nikita Kucherov (Tampa Bay), F Tage Thompson (Buffalo), G Linus 
Ullmark (Boston), F Dylan Larkin (Detroit), F Matthew Tkachuk (Florida), 
F Brady Tkachuk (Ottawa), F Mitch Marner (Toronto), F Nick Suzuki 
(Montreal) 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Makar, F Jason Robertson (Dallas), F Kirill Kaprizov (Minnesota), F 
Vladimir Tarasenko (St. Louis), F Clayton Keller (Arizona), D Seth Jones 
(Chicago), D Josh Morrissey (Winnipeg), G Juuse Saros (Nashville) 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

Thompson, F Connor McDavid (Edmonton), F Matty Beniers (Seattle), F 
Troy Terry (Anaheim), F Kevin Fiala (Los Angeles), F Nazem Kadri 
(Calgary), F Elias Pettersson (Vancouver), D Erik Karlsson (San Jose) 
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Rangers looking to leapfrog over Devils in pivotal game 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-5 minutes 1/6/2023 

 

A little more than a month ago, the notion of the Rangers battling it out 
with the Devils for second place in the Metropolitan Division at the 
halfway point of the season would’ve been classified as wishful thinking. 

That’s because, just 33 days ago, the Devils led the entire NHL and were 
a whopping 14 points ahead of the Rangers, who were fifth in the division 
at the time. Well, that notion — through a combination of the Rangers’ 
complete shift in their team game and the Devils’ downturn — is now 
reality. 

A regulation win over the Devils on Saturday afternoon at Prudential 
Center would allow the Rangers to leapfrog their rivals from across the 
Hudson into the No. 2 spot behind the Hurricanes. Both the Rangers and 
the Devils have seen firsthand just how quickly things can turn upside 
down in this league, which should make for a spirited matchup in a 
division in which essentially every game going forward has playoff 
implications. 

The Rangers, however, aren’t letting the moment get too big. 

Libor Hajek #25 of the New York Rangers skates with the puck against 
Miles Wood #44 of the New Jersey Devils at Madison Square Garden on 
December 12, 2022 in New York City. 

A win for the Rangers against the Devils would be pivotal for the 
Blueshirts. 

“Everybody’s aware of it, of where the standings [are],” captain Jacob 
Trouba said after practice Friday afternoon at the Complexe Sportif Bell 
in Montreal. “It’s one of 82, at the same time, as much as it’s a big 
divisional game. Guys are aware, but I don’t think it’s a crazy, crazy 
motivational point. It is what it is.” 

Focusing on their own game has been the Rangers’ mantra throughout 
the last 14 games, over which they have gone 11-2-1. It had to be. No 
team was going to pave the way for them to get back on track, which 
became abundantly clear after an egregious 5-2 loss to the bottom-
feeding Blackhawks on Dec. 3. 

“We didn’t have a great start to the season, played OK,” head coach 
Gerard Gallant said. “I thought that, obviously, the last month has been 
really good for us and we just got to continue to play well. We’re playing 
more as a team, we’re playing more of a 200-foot game as a team and 
that’s why we’re getting success.” 

The Devils started the season as if they had been shot out of a cannon 
by winning 19 of their first 23 games. They won 13 in a row at one point, 
all while averaging nearly four goals a game. The NHL was put on notice 
that the Devils had finally arrived after years of rebuilding, 
underachieving and missing the playoffs in nine of the last 10 seasons. 

After going 3-9-1 since Dec. 9, however, the Devils have allowed the rest 
of the division and the league to catch up. 

“I think we know what they’re about, how they play, they’ve obviously 
played really good hockey this year,” Trouba said. “Speed, offensive 
ability to take advantage of turnovers and transition is a strength of theirs. 
I think we all know that going in. It’s going to be a good game.” 

No matter the state of the Devils, the Rangers can’t take the individuals 
at the other end of the ice lightly. Specifically Jack Hughes, who will bring 
a four-game scoring streak into the matinee. The 21-year-old Hughes, 
whom the Devils selected first overall in 2019 before the Rangers took 
Kaapo Kakko at No. 2, has scored in all but four of New Jersey’s past 12 
games (10 goals, three assists). 

“Watch him,” Gallant said of what the Rangers need to do against 
Hughes. “Keep him away from the puck. He’s having a great year. He’s a 
great, young player — but he’s not alone. They got a lot of good, young 
players on that hockey team. We just got to play our game. I worry about 
the way we play and things will take care of themselves.” 
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Rangers vs. Devils prediction: NHL odds, picks for Saturday afternoon 

 

Staff Report 

Action Network 

4-5 minutes 1/6/2023 

 

Don’t look now, but the New York Rangers could pass the New Jersey 
Devils with a win in regulation in Newark on Saturday afternoon. 

That would have been hard to believe when these two met for a Rangers 
4-3 overtime win on Dec. 12, but the two Metro Division rivals have gone 
in opposite directions since then, and all of a sudden, things are quite 
bunched at the top of the standings. 

Will the Rangers continue their roll on Saturday? Or is now the time to 
sell high on New York? 

At the beginning of December, there was a lot of noise around these two 
teams for different reasons. The Rangers just lost to the Chicago 
Blackhawks for their fifth defeat in six games, and there were murmurs 
that the team could move on from head coach Gerard Gallant. 

At that same time, the Devils were 21-4-1 and looked like they were 
about to run away with the Metro Division.  

But while the Rangers followed up that loss to Chicago with an 11-2-1 
stretch, the Devils turned in a 3-8-2 run to tumble toward the chasing 
pack.  

But under the surface things look different. 

Since Dec. 5, the Rangers have the second-best points percentage in the 
NHL and their +0.87 goal differential per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 is the 
sixth-best mark in the circuit. But it does appear to be a bit of smoke and 
mirrors.  

While the Rangers are never going to need to dominate play because of 
their goaltender and elite playmaking talent, they are playing with fire a 
bit. Over their last 14 contests, the Blueshirts have skated to a 44.7% 
expected goals rate and 43.6% high-danger scoring chance rate. That is 
good enough for 26th and 27th in the NHL, respectively, over that span. 

Even more concerning is that the Blueshirts are just not generating 
scoring chances at 5-on-5. In fact, only Chicago is creating fewer 
expected goals and high-danger scoring chances at even strength in that 
time period. The results are coming, but at some point getting outplayed 
at 5-on-5 will catch up with a team. 

On the other hand, the Devils are going through a bit of the opposite. 
While New Jersey isn’t getting wins, it is still driving play at a terrific clip 
at 5-on-5. The Devils are just 4-8-2 in their last 14 contests, but they rank 
eighth in expected goals rate and seventh in high-danger scoring chance 
percentage in that span. 

It does need to be noted that the Rangers will have a significant 
goaltending advantage in this contest and that a big part of New Jersey’s 
stumble has been due to leaky netminding. But everything at 5-on-5 is 
pointing in the direction of the Devils on Saturday and the hope is that 
they control play enough that they can overcome New York’s edge in 
goal. 
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Minor league report: Nailers top Komets 

 

Seth Rorabaugh1-1 minutes 07/01/2023 

 

Goaltender Bailey Brkin made 36 saves on 38 shots and led the 
Wheeling Nailers to a 4-2 home win against the Fort Wayne Komets at 
WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W.Va. on Friday. 

Forward Samuel Tremblay recorded two assists for Wheeling (15-14-1-0) 
while forwards Cédric Desruisseaux, Gianluca Esteves, Brooklyn 
Kalmikov and defenseman David Drake all contributed goals. 

Highlights: 

The Nailers’ next game is a road contest against the Cincinnati Cyclones, 
7:35 p.m. 

Follow the Penguins all season long. 

Seth Rorabaugh is a Tribune-Review staff writer. You can contact Seth 
by email at srorabaugh@triblive.com or via Twitter . 
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Penguins forward prospect Filip Hallander suffers potentially serious 
injury 

 

Seth Rorabaugh3-4 minutes 07/01/2023 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins forward prospect Filip Hallander suffered a serious 
but still undisclosed injury on Friday while playing for the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins of the American Hockey League. 

In the late stages of a home game against the Charlotte Checkers at 
Mohegan Sun Arena in Wilkes-Barre, Hallander was checked into the left 
corner boards of the Checkers’ zone and fell to the ice awkwardly. 
Almost immediately, teammates began to signal for medical assistance. 

Hallander eventually left the ice on a stretcher and the remainder of the 
game was canceled — there was 1:12 left in regulation — with the 
Checkers being credited with a 4-2 win. 

There was no immediate word on Hallander’s status. The Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins’ postgame media availability was canceled in 
the wake of Hallander’s injury. Per a release from the team, an update on 
Hallander would be provided as soon as possible. 

A native of Sweden, Hallander, 22, is one of the top prospects in the 
Pittsburgh Penguins’ organization. Selected in the second round (No. 58 
overall) of the 2018 draft, Hallander is in his second professional season 
in North America. 

This season, he was recalled to the NHL roster Nov. 8 and appeared in 
two games with no points and an average ice time of 9:58 per contest. 

Hallander, who scored the first goal of Friday’s game, is Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton’s third-leading scorer this season with 25 points (eight 
goals, 17 assists) in 26 games. 

While he is scoring at nearly a point-per-game pace at the AHL level this 
season, Hallander has stated he sees being a defensive player as his 
route to becoming a steady NHLer. 
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“You always can do kind of the basic stuff,” Hallander said in November. 
“I take big pride in doing that. Hard work, wall battles, all that stuff, I think 
you can get very far in your career in being very good at that and being 
trustworthy in those areas. And the (penalty kill), you can have a pretty 
good NHL career in that. Of course, when you (play for Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton), you get a bit more offensive chances. Just trying to 
work on that and develop a more all-around game. 

“Up here, it’s being hard on the puck, being good on the wall, being good 
on the forecheck, and I try to be trustworthy when I’m on the ice.” 

Goaltender Taylor Gauthier recorded the loss on Friday after making 30 
saves on 34 shots for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton (15-10-3-2). 

The Penguins’ next scheduled game is a home contest against the 
Hartford Wolf Pack at 6:05 p.m. Saturday. 
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Defenseman Ty Smith still seeking first win with Penguins 

 

Seth Rorabaugh4-5 minutes 06/01/2023 

 

Thursday represented something of a professional milestone for Ty 
Smith: The young defenseman scored his first goal as a member of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

That personal accomplishment didn’t cause Smith to lose perspective. 
Especially because his team lost 5-2 to the Vegas Golden Knights at T-
Mobile Arena in Las Vegas. 

“It’s always nice that I can contribute,” Smith said to media in Las Vegas. 
“But … it’s about wins and losses, and we didn’t win tonight.” 

Recalled Dec. 28 for the first time since he joined the Penguins via a 
trade in July, Smith has seen nothing but losses in his first three NHL 
games with the team. 

Thursday’s defeat might have been the worst of the trio, but it might have 
been Smith’s best game to date with the Penguins. 

He logged a team-best 23 minutes, 36 seconds of ice time on 24 shifts 
and had four shots on six attempts and even blocked a shot. On the 
advanced metric front, he was on the ice for 20 shots attempts for and 15 
against according to Natural Stat Trick. 

And his goal was pretty slick, and he generated it by displaying some 
chemistry with the Penguins’ top line at 4:10 of the third period. 

After hounding Golden Knights defenseman Alex Pietrangelo into a 
turnover in front of the home bench, Penguins forward Sidney Crosby 
backhanded a cross-ice pass to linemate Jake Guentzel, who gained the 
offensive zone on the right wing. From just above the right circle, 
Guentzel left a drop pass and drove to the cage. Taking the puck, Smith 
surveyed for a shooting lane and lasered a far-side wrister past 
goaltender Adin Hill’s blocker. 

Adding to the degree of difficulty on the shot was the fact that the left-
handed Smith was playing the right side. He has been doing so for all 
three of his games with the club. 

A rash of injuries to right-handed Jeff Petry and Kris Letang (who is also 
on a leave of absence to attend to his family following the death of his 
father) prompted the Penguins to give Smith a look on the starboard side. 
And much of that time in these three games has been spent with veteran 
left-hander Brian Dumoulin. 

“He’s, obviously, really reliable,” Smith said of Dumoulin on Dec. 30. 
“He’s been around for a long time and he’s very good at what he does. 
He’s a good veteran who helps me out.” 

Before Thursday’s game, Penguins coach Mike Sullivan offered frank 
assessment of Smith’s first two contests. 

“Ty’s played a pretty solid game,” Sullivan said. “There’s been some ups 
and downs. Overall, I think he’s been competing hard. He’s trying to play 
to his strengths. He’s trying to use his stick skills and his smarts. Those 
are his biggest attributes to win puck battles, to help us get out of our 
end, to defend along the offensive blue line, in particular, just distributing 
the puck. That’s an important aspect of our power play. He’s had some 
moments where he’s been pretty good. Then other moments where we’d 
like him to execute a little bit better, a little bit quicker. You could probably 
say that about a lot of players. I don’t think that’s any different. But 
overall, I think he’s competing hard out there.” 

A gifted offensive talent, Smith’s biggest area in need of improvement, 
even by his own admission, remains defense. 

“He has to be a guy that plays to his strengths,” Sullivan said. “He’s going 
to defend using his stick detail, his skill level, his quickness, his brain, 
understanding leverage points, things of that nature. It’s an important 
aspect of learning how to defend is how to defend using your strengths. 

“We talk with all of our players, our defensemen in particular. And 
everybody is a little bit different. Some guys do it using brawn. Other 
guys do it using mobility and stick skills and smarts. … He’s making 
strides there.” 

One area Smith would like to make a considerable stride in? 

Getting a victory as a member of the Penguins. 

“Everyone wants to win,” Smith said. “It’s a little frustrating when it 
doesn’t happen.” 

Note: The Penguins had a scheduled day off Friday. 
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Filip Hallander taken off on stretcher, Wilkes-Barre/Scranton game called 
early after scary fall 

 

Matt Vensel2-2 minutes 07/01/2023 

 

Penguins prospect Filip Hallander was taken off the ice on a stretcher 
after he fell and hit his head on the ice in a Wilkes-Barre/Scranton loss 
Friday night. 

The scary incident occurred at Mohegan Sun Arena in Wilkes-Barre. 
Hallander, who scored the opening goal in the 4-2 loss to the Charlotte 
Checkers, got tied up with a Checkers defender during an offensive zone 
faceoff and got his legs taken out from underneath him. He landed on the 
right side of his head. 

Hallander lay motionless for two seconds as play continued near him. 
Teammates then called for the team’s medical staff to hurry out and tend 
to Hallander. 

Eventually, the 22-year-old forward was stretchered off and the American 
Hockey League game was called with 1:12 left in the third period, the 
result final. 

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton did not hold media availability with players or 
coaches after the game. The team said it would issue an update when 
one is available. 
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The Swede is one of the better prospects in the Pittsburgh system. The 
Penguins picked him in the second round in 2018, traded him to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs in the Kasperi Kapanen deal then reacquired him 
from the Leafs in 2021. 

This season, his second in North America, Hallander is one of the 
leading scorers for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton with eight goals and 17 assists 
in 26 games. 

He has played three NHL games, two this season, without recording a 
point. 
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Mark Friedman’s versatility, presence provide value as Penguins battle 
injuries to defensemen 

 

Andrew Destin5-7 minutes 06/01/2023 

 

When Mark Friedman was a junior defenseman at Bowling Green, the 
reality of playing professional hockey was well within his sights. But 
before Friedman could look ahead to the next level, he had to first make 
a non-traditional move. 

Friedman was partnered at the time with Chris Pohlkamp, a right-handed 
defenseman like himself. One of them would have to make the 
unorthodox switch. 

“I offered to go on the left side just because you can never be too good 
on either side and, obviously, it’s good practice,” Friedman told the Post-
Gazette. “So I felt like it was something that if I could add it to my resume 
of being a lefty-righty kind of guy, it would definitely help my career.” 

While the strategy of going opposite of one’s dominant side is uncommon 
in practice, Friedman sees some benefits when he’s on the left side of 
the ice as a right-handed player. 

“I think it really helps on your breakouts,” Friedman said. “You're always 
going back for the puck on your forehand, and in the offensive zone, 
you're always looking up at the ice. When you're catching it as a natural 
and you're playing on your right side, you always tend to look back first.” 

That season playing on the left side of a defensive pairing laid the 
groundwork for a career from Friedman that’s been predicated so far on 
doing whatever’s been asked of him. Friedman, who started his career 
with the Philadelphia Flyers, has now been in the Penguins’ organization 
since February 2021, when he was claimed off waivers by general 
manager Ron Hextall. 

Friedman has shuffled back and forth between Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
and Pittsburgh since then. His most recent call-up came on Dec. 27, 
which doubles as his third of the season. But unlike the previous two, this 
call-up has led to Friedman seeing the ice in each of the Penguins’ three 
games prior to Thursday night’s 5-2 loss to the Vegas Golden Knights. 

During this stretch, Friedman has had no problem doing what he usually 
does, which is throwing his body around and relying on his athletic 
abilities. 

“I’m trying to bring a physical aspect to the game and use my speed 
when I can and just kind of be a pest out there,” Friedman said. “That’s 
when I’m thriving.” 

Friedman hasn’t gotten a chance to show off his skills on the left side of a 
defensive pairing this season just yet, though; in each game he’s played 
with the Penguins this year, he’s been partnered with the left-handed 
Pierre-Olivier Joseph. 

Coach Mike Sullivan, who noted the 5-foot-11, 185-pound defenseman 
plays the game with “a little bit of an edge,” is still glad to have a player 
on the roster in Friedman who was waiting in the wings at the AHL level. 

“It’s a great attribute, to have the ability to play both sides,” Sullivan said. 
“He can clearly do that. I think his greatest strength is his mobility and 
skating abilities. He’s a real good skater, and I think that’s what helps him 
play on the off side, as well.” 

Part of the reason for Friedman’s most recent call-up is the Penguins 
have recently dealt with a rash of injuries. Jeff Petry remains on long-
term injured reserve with an upper-body injury and Chad Ruhwedel 
missed some time with the same ailment. Ruhwedel returned for the Jan. 
2 Winter Classic against the Boston Bruins, but Kris Letang is now away 
from the team in Montreal as he attends to the death of his father, Claude 
Fouquet, while simultaneously battling a lower-body injury. 

As the turnover continues for the Penguins’ defensemen, Friedman’s 
presence has been a vital one. 

“One of the reasons we signed him was because we knew he was an 
NHL defenseman that can play in this league and that can help us win 
games,” Sullivan said. “He’s not just a guy that’s going over the boards to 
kill minutes. He’s a guy that can be a productive player for us.” 

So far, the returns have proven Sullivan’s assessment correct. Though 
Friedman hasn't been particularly involved on the offensive end, the 
Penguins have scored three goals when he’s been on the ice while 
letting up none. 

Petry, who skated separately from the team on Wednesday and 
Thursday, could be in line to return on Jan. 8 when he’s eligible to be 
activated and the Penguins play the Arizona Coyotes. 

Depending on how Pittsburgh decides to proceed with regards to the 
salary cap, the return of Petry could signal the end of Friedman’s tenure 
at the NHL level for the time being or it could potentially lead to Ty Smith 
being sent back down to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. Given Friedman was a 
healthy scratch in the Penguins’ loss to the Golden Knights, his days with 
the NHL squad could be numbered. 

Either way, it doesn’t hurt Friedman’s cause that he has a degree of 
versatility to lean on, even if there are annoyances that come with playing 
on the left side like taking passes on his backhand. 

“When you’re going down the wall in the [offensive] zone, being 
aggressive is tougher, too, because you’re coming with your top hand 
over as opposed to coming in when the puck’s on the wall, so it’s a little 
bit harder,” Friedman said. “But those are the kinks you’ve got to work 
out early. 

“If you want to be a pro hockey player, you’ve got to be ready to play any 
side.” 
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Golden Knights’ fast start sends Penguins to 6th straight loss 

 

Andrew Destin6-8 minutes 06/01/2023 

 

LAS VEGAS — If the Penguins weren’t paralyzed by the Golden Knights’ 
colorful and raucous pregame theatrics, they sure seemed like it in the 
first period. 

Pittsburgh gave up three Vegas goals in the opening frame, including two 
in the first five minutes of action in Thursday night’s 5-2 loss at T-Mobile 
Arena, which was also the team’s sixth consecutive defeat. 
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“That’s not the start we wanted. I think we pushed back in the second 
and third, but we got to put a game together,” Sidney Crosby said. “The 
bad start basically cost us the game, so we got to figure it out quick.” 

The slow start came a day after coach Mike Sullivan momentarily 
stopped Wednesday’s practice and asked for the team to ramp up the 
pace and not simply go through the motions. 

“It’s concerning that we had the first period that we had,” Sullivan said. 
“We’re a better hockey team than that and we showed it in the second 
period, but we didn’t give ourselves a chance because we didn’t play well 
enough in the first.” 

Less than two minutes into the game, former Penguin Phil Kessel got the 
Golden Knights on the board first. Chad Ruhwedel couldn’t get to a 
dump-in pass from the blue line quick enough, which allowed William 
Karlsson to connect with Paul Cotter, who quickly dished off to Kessel to 
finish the night’s initial goal off in tic-tac-toe fashion. 

Just more than three minutes later, Jack Eichel put an exclamation mark 
on his return from injury, scoring on a breakaway goal in his first game 
since Dec. 9. 

The Penguins over-pursued on the offensive end, which put Jan Rutta in 
a tough spot. Rutta chose to pressure Nicolas Roy in hopes of generating 
a turnover, but the Vegas forward dished off to Eichel just in time. Casey 
DeSmith didn’t stand much of a chance against the former No. 2 overall 
pick. 

“I knew it was going to be either two on one basically the whole sheet, or 
I can make a play on the puck,” Rutta said. “I decided for the latter and 
obviously, not the right play.” 

A Jake Guentzel slashing penalty furthered the Penguins’ first-period 
woes. The Golden Knights converted on their first power play when 
Chandler Stephenson beat DeSmith from the high slot to push their 
commanding advantage to 3-0. 

“It’s tough when you give that team a three-goal lead,” Guentzel said of 
the western-conference-leading Golden Knights. 

Pittsburgh came to life in the second period and dominated possession, 
possessing the puck in the offensive zone for nearly twice as long as 
Vegas, per Sportlogiq. But, the Penguins had nothing to show for their 
efforts as they could not slide the puck past backup goalie Adin Hill. 

Evgeni Malkin had the team’s best chance of the period, nicking the post 
on a power-play shot but coming up empty. 

“I thought we got some puck luck in the second period around the net,” 
Golden Knights coach Bruce Cassidy said. “We were a little bit fortunate 
at times.” 

Instead, it was the Golden Knights, despite being outshot 19-12 in the 
second period, who got a tally in the middle frame to up their lead to 4-0. 
With 10.7 seconds to go before the second intermission, a shot from the 
point by Brayden McNabb bounced off Mark Stone before trickling 
through DeSmith’s wickets. 

“They get a late one in the second period, I think that was a little bit 
deflating from our standpoint,” Sullivan said. 

Hill’s bid for a shutout was foiled by Ty Smith in the third period. Smith, 
whose goal was his first with the Penguins after spending the last two 
seasons with the Devils, was set up by a driving Guentzel who left the 
defenseman with a clear path to the back of the Vegas net. 

Vegas moved its lead back to four not long after, however. Another 
breakaway opportunity for the Golden Knights forced DeSmith to come 
off his line, and a late pass from Kessel to Cotter gave the left wing a 
wide-open net to bury his first goal in a month. 

“I don’t think we were playing connected enough and that’s how they got 
most of their looks,” Rutta said. 

Crosby chipped in a goal in the waning minutes of regulation, but it was 
too little, too late in the Penguins’ latest losing effort. 

ICE CHIPS 

Drew O’Connor, who was a healthy scratch for the Penguins’ last two 
games, returned to the lineup against the Golden Knights as a member 
of the fourth line. 

Mark Friedman was a healthy scratch after playing in each of Pittsburgh’s 
last three games. His partner for that trio of contests, Pierre-Olivier 
Joseph, made a pairing with Ruhwedel. 

Teddy Blueger returned to the fourth line after working with the third 
group for the last pair of games. Against Vegas, he operated alongside 
O’Connor and Brock McGinn, who has been a mainstay on the third line 
this season. Blueger was banged up while blocking a shot in the first 
period, but he played the rest of the way. 

Jeff Carter moved back to center after working at right wing each of the 
past two games. He was flanked by Danton Heinen to his left and 
Kasperi Kapanen to his right. Both Heinen and Kapanen were fourth-
liners in Pittsburgh’s most recent games. 

Guentzel was held without a goal for the eighth game in a row. During 
that stretch, Guentzel has been a -4 player, although he did register 
assists on Smith and Crosby’s scores. Guenzel had two clear paths to a 
goal during the Penguins’ power plays, including on their second one 
when a sprawling Hill left his net open. But, the forward fanned on his 
shot attempt. 

STAT N’AT 

15–By going scoreless on their three power-play chances Thursday 
night, the Penguins are now 0 for 15 with an extra attacker in the last 
three games. Pittsburgh was 0 for 9 on Dec. 30 against New Jersey and 
could not tickle the twine on any of its three opportunities in the Winter 
Classic against the Bruins. 

THEY SAID IT 

“That’s the way we need to play,” Crosby said of the second period. “We 
need to have that urgency, that desperation and given the situation we’re 
in, we’re fighting for a playoff spot.” 

If the season ended today, the Penguins, with 49 points and sitting at 
ninth place in the Eastern Conference, would be on the outside looking in 
from a playoff perspective. 

COMING UP 

The Penguins have Friday off before practicing on Saturday in 
anticipation of their final game of their road trip against the Arizona 
Coyotes. Pittsburgh will practice at Ice Den Scottsdale on Friday 
afternoon and square off with the Coyotes on Sunday evening at their 
temporary home rink of Mullett Arena on Arizona State’s campus. 
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Hallander Stretchered Off Ice During Wilkes-Barre game 

 

Shelly anderson 

Published 7 hours ago on January 6, 20232-3 minutes 07/01/2023 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins prospect Filip Hallander was taken off the ice on a 
stretcher Friday late in a Wilkes-Barre/Scranton game after he apparently 
hit his head falling backward. 
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According to accounts and posted video and photos, late in the third 
period the winger got tangled along the boards near the left corner and 
fell backward. Players immediately signaled for trainers, who immobilized 
Hallander and eventually took him off on a stretcher. 

The final 1:12 was not played, leaving Charlotte with a 4-2 win over the 
Penguins in Wilkes-Barre. 

The WBS Penguins canceled their postgame media availability and will 
issue an update when one is available. 

Hallander, 22, was a Penguins second-round draft pick in 2018. He 
played in two NHL games earlier this season, one last season (his first in 
North America), with no points. 

With WBS this year, he has eight goals, 25 points in 26 games. 

Scary situation in Wilkes-Barre as play is stopped and both teams are 
quickly motioning for the medical staff to come onto the ice. 

Filip Hallander is down. They've brought a stretcher onto the ice. 
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Kingerski: Festering Penguins Problems; Time for Hextall to Start Fixing 

 

Dan Kingerski4-6 minutes 06/01/2023 

 

LAS VEGAS — Jake Guentzel called the Penguins’ first-period effort in 
their loss to the Vegas Golden Knights unacceptable. Sidney Crosby said 
he hopes his team meets the challenge of losing (again and again) and 
does something about it. But make no mistake, it isn’t one game. The 
problems with Pittsburgh Penguins are only getting bigger. 

And it is time for GM Ron Hextall to start fixing things. 

The Penguins assume they’re a good team, and in that assumption lies 
the Penguins’ most significant problem. Call it whistling past the 
graveyard, denial, stubbornness, or obtuse. That feeling seems to run 
north of the locker room through GM’s office. 

Yet in 38 games, they’ve won only 19. Their goal differential is a paltry 
plus-8. 

They have shown they can be a good team. They’ve also lost as much 
as they’ve won. 

For a moment, the Penguins silenced the doubts and worries. This 
keyboard wrote that Hextall probably got it right by not making a shakeup 
trade. But when the problems return with a vengeance, in much the same 
way, it is time to face facts. 

One big losing streak happens to all teams. But two? The Penguins are 
flirting with flushing 25% or more of their season. 

If it happens twice, it will happen a third time. It’s a pattern. It’s reality. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins were beaten by their Metro Division rivals, the 
Carolina Hurricanes twice, and New Jersey Devils. If those games were 
measuring sticks, the Penguins would be short. 

The biggest problems are struggling to hold leads, getting depth scoring, 
or at least puck possession. And the little problems are feeding a bigger 
problem: struggling to find the emotional engagement necessary to win. 
When pushed, they are not pushing back. 

“When the opposing team gets some momentum or some pressure, 
sometimes we just need a shift or two just in the offensive zone,” 
defenseman Brian Dumoulin said. “Try to get some swagger and 
momentum back on our side.” 

When the Boston Bruins attacked in the third period of the Winter 
Classic, or when the Vegas Golden Knights pounced in the first period 
Thursday, the Penguins didn’t have a response. 

Despite the Penguins’ 19-3-3 run, they again find themselves out of the 
playoff seedings. Other teams win, too. Other teams are learning to win. 

Sure, coach Mike Sullivan had to stop practice on Wednesday, and yes, 
PHN noted the odd vibe in the Penguins locker room. Still, one day does 
not define a team, but the myriad of games or deciding periods in which 
the league’s oldest team has no-showed for significant portions does 
define them. 

The lack of attention to defensive zone coverage, the same lines having 
the same issues getting out of their zone, and the lack of gritty play does 
define them. 

Yes, the Penguins will get better when Kris Letang and Jeff Petry return 
to the lineup. Both returns seem imminent. Petry is eligible to come off 
LTIR for the game Sunday against the Arizona Coyotes. 

But a few wins won’t cure what ails the Penguins. 

Perhaps on all levels of the organization, from the players to the GM’s 
office, the Penguins need to have a grand realization of their station. 

This isn’t good enough. The Penguins need a shakeup. 

With figurative pennies of salary cap space, Hextall can’t swing the old-
school Craig Patrick-style blockbuster. He won’t get Rick Tocchet for 
Mark Recchi or Ron Francis for John Cullen. 

A Penguins trade could address several needs, from depth scoring to 
greater mobility on the blue line. Perhaps just a spark plug type player 
who can inject some energy on those dreary nights. Which need Hextall 
addresses seems secondary to the fact a need, any of the needs, are 
addressed. They need new voices and new spirits added to a mix that is 
going flat. 

The Penguins are in trouble. And this — this level of play, this roster — 
isn’t good enough if they hope to make one more good run. 

Your eyes can see it. Players that have been relied upon for several 
seasons are not providing the same level of play. We don’t need to name 
names. Despite as many losses as wins this season, I can count only 
once when the Penguins were genuinely angry after a game — after the 
second Carolina loss on the edge of the NHL holiday break. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins are 19 wins in 38 games good. It’s time a few 
things changed. It’s time for Hextall to shake up the Penguins. 
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PHN Daily: Penguins Roll Snake-Eyes; Canada Wins World Juniors 

 

Dave Molinari4-5 minutes 06/01/2023 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins, stuck in a 1-4-2 skid, ventured into Las Vegas 
to try their luck, and promptly crapped out. Canada claimed the gold 
medal at the world junior championship for the second year in a row. 
Bruins forward Trent Frederic had a spirited fight with Brendan Lemieux 
of Los Angeles. And Sidney Crosby was selected for the NHL All-Star 
Game for the ninth time. 

The performance of the night, though, was turned in by Nashville goalie 
Juuse Saros who, around the same time he was being named to the NHL 
All-Star Game, stopped 64 shots in a 5-3 win over Carolina. His 
performance, which included 28 saves in the third period, matched the 
third-most saves in NHL history. 
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Former Penguins winger Phil Kessel played a leading role in the Golden 
Knights’ 5-2 victory at T-Mobile Arena, as the Penguins’ slump swelled to 
1-5-2. 

The Penguins aren’t getting many points out of their games in the past 
few weeks, which is why they are leaving them with plenty of frustration. 

Sidney Crosby was selected to play in the NHL All-Star Game for the 
ninth time, tying Jaromir Jagr for second place on the franchise’s all-time 
list. 

One of the Penguins’ most exasperating issues this season has been 
their inability to close out games they are leading after 40 minutes. 
Here’s what some of them think is the problem. (+) 

Steelers Now 

One of football’s most respected offensive minds believes that rookie 
quarterback Kenny Pickett “certainly has it.” 

The Steelers could be a beneficiary if the NFL decides to add an eighth 
team to the AFC playoff field. 

Najee Harris’ running mate in the Steelers’ backfield might play a key role 
in extending Harris’ career. 

One of the Steelers’ most important defensive players sat out practice 
Thursday for the second day in a row. 

Former Steelers defensive lineman Brett Keisel, known to some as “The 
Beard,” has a new look, and it’s for a very good cause. 

Pittsburgh Baseball Now 

Baseball-writing virtuoso John Perrotto takes a look at the shifting 
leverage in the Bryan Reynolds trade discussions. 

What kind of contribution can the Pirates hope to get from Rich Hill, the 
oldest player in the majors? 

A right-handed pitcher was designated for assignment to clear a spot on 
the 40-man roster for a left-handed one. 

NHL News, National Hockey Now 

Vegas Hockey Now: Phil Kessel wasn’t the only Golden Knight who 
turned in a strong showing against the Penguins. 

Philly Hockey Now: Kevin Hayes will represent the Flyers at the all-star 
game. Chances are that John Tortorella will not attend. 

Boston Hockey Now: The Bruins, coming off their 2-1 victory against the 
Penguins in the Winter Classic, earned a 5-2 decision in Los Angeles, 
and Trent Frederic earned praise for his showing in a fight with Brendan 
Lemieux. 

Sportsnet: Dylan Guenther was the overtime hero as he scored the 
Golden Goal in Canada’s 3-2 victory over Czechia in the championship 
game at the world juniors. And there are five teams that might define the 
NHL trade market as the deadline approaches. 

Washington Hockey Now: Things are going very nicely for the Capitals 
lately. So nicely that they’re scoring goals on headers. 

Colorado Hockey Now: The Penguins aren’t the only team with a good 
pedigree and bad results lately. The defending champion Avs have lost 
five in a row. 

Detroit Hockey Now: The Red Wings’ team defense has been a bit leaky 
lately. How much of a concern is that? 

NYI Hockey Now: The Pittsburgh Penguins got a little badly needed good 
news when the New York Islanders lost in Edmonton, 4-2. 

ESPN: Team USA picked up the bronze at the world juniors by virtue of 
an 8-7 victory over Sweden, with Chaz Lucius scoring in overtime to 
complete his hat trick. 
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NHL99: Evgeni Malkin and the chip on his shoulder that led him to 
greatness 

 

Rob Rossi15-18 minutes 07/01/2023 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Evgeni Malkin learned some hard lessons well before he became an 
NHL superstar. He learned quite a few after becoming one, too. 

Malkin, one of the greatest Russian-born players ever, was not a must-
see prodigy from one of his country’s hotbeds for talent. Though he took 
to the sport at a young age, he went relatively unnoticed abroad until his 
2004 draft-eligible year — and even then, despite ultimately becoming 
the second player selected in that draft, he was clearly behind longtime 
rival Alexander Ovechkin. 

“We liked what we knew of him,” said Craig Patrick, the former Pittsburgh 
Penguins general manager who selected Malkin after the Washington 
Capitals took Ovechkin in 2004. “We’d done our homework on Malkin, 
and I even told someone that he might end up being the best player in 
that draft. I believed it, with his size and skill, and I always liked the idea 
of a centerman being somebody you built around. 

“But even while we were scouting him, you had the idea that a lot of 
teams were unsure about Malkin,” Patrick said. “You looked at him and 
liked his size. You watched him play, and he dominated. But I remember 
thinking we thought we had a franchise player if he fell to us, and that 
wasn’t a consensus opinion.” 

It didn’t matter what other NHL clubs thought of Malkin. With Ovechkin, a 
white-hot hyped prospect being a lock at No. 1, Patrick wasn’t about to 
let a 6-foot-3, 190-plus-pound center with a playmaker’s vision and a 
goal-scorer’s touch get past the Penguins. 

“I’m lucky,” said Malkin, the No. 26 player on The Athletic’s list of the top 
100 players in post-1967 expansion NHL history. “Pittsburgh is the 
perfect place for me.” 

Pittsburgh and Malkin’s hometown of Magnitogorsk share an industrial 
heritage and blue-collar DNA. Even Pittsburgh’s usually gray skies and 
brown waterways reminded him of home. That the Penguins were owned 
by Mario Lemieux, a star whose brightness reached even Magnitogorsk, 
only endeared his future club more to Malkin. 

If only he could get to Pittsburgh. 

And that’s the first lesson of Malkin’s story: To get what you want, you’ve 
got to take control. 

Malkin doesn’t much care to talk about the details surrounding his 
clandestine escape from his Russian national team in the summer of 
2006. That’s because in leaving that squad behind — literally sneaking 
away from teammates at night during training camp so he could board a 
plane to a country that would grant him a travel visa to Canada — Malkin 
also had to suddenly abandon his family and friends. 

His family was small, consisting of his parents and brother. His friends 
were few, a byproduct of growing up in a small town. Still, Malkin was 20 
when he left everything he knew behind to chase an NHL dream. He did 
know, on some level, that being forced to break free of Russia’s grip on 
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his career and life would forever change his relationship with his home 
country. 

But he had no choice. 

After the Penguins drafted Malkin in 2004, front-office personnel from 
Metallurg, Magnitogorsk’s prized hockey club, made a surprise visit to 
Malkin’s house. Under the guise of congratulations and celebrations, they 
pressured him into signing an extension to stay with his hometown 
squad. His departure, they said, would ruin Metallurg. 

Malkin was 18. He was torn between beginning his dream of playing in 
the NHL and, as it was explained to him, being the downfall of a civic 
treasure. 

Metallurg personnel refused to leave Malkin’s house until he signed an 
extension. That extension delayed his NHL debut by two full years. 

It’s no coincidence that when Malkin finally was granted the chance to 
play for the Penguins, he scored in his first game. Then, he scored in his 
next five games. 

“Never seen anything like it,” Sidney Crosby said of his then-new 
teammate’s historic burst onto the NHL scene. “I think that was the first 
real sign we all had how special Geno would be.” 

Malkin went through so much to reach the NHL. His agent, J.P. Barry, 
hatched the plan for him to sneak away from the Russian national team 
during a training camp outside of Russia, a voyage that took Malkin to 
Toronto, Los Angeles and, finally, Pittsburgh. The whirlwind adventure 
dragged his emotions between excitement, fear and regret. 

“My dream was to play in the NHL,” Malkin said. “This was not how I 
wished to get there.” 

But even after a Calder Trophy and a sophomore season in which he 
finished second — to Ovechkin — in the Hart and Art Ross Trophy races, 
Malkin still had to lean on something he learned as a child to help him get 
to a point no Russian-born NHL player had gone before. 

And that’s the second lesson of Malkin’s story: Pain comes before 
pleasure. 

One day during a practice for his youth team in Magnitogorsk, Malkin fell 
hard onto the ice. His wrist was fractured. This happened a couple of 
days before a big travel tournament, which Malkin had eagerly 
anticipated because he felt his team could win. He had never won a 
championship to that point, and he wanted that first title. 

His coach wanted Malkin to play, even in a limited capacity. So did 
Malkin’s dad, who believed his son could still help the team despite his 
right forearm being in a cast. 

Malkin’s mother said no. And because she ruled the roost, that was that. 

Except it wasn’t. 

Young Evgeni Malkin, with the help of his father, persuaded his mother to 
let him travel with the team for moral support. She obliged, never 
knowing that Malkin had stashed his gear in one of the vans transporting 
players to the tournament. Without media coverage of any kind, there 
was no way for Malkin’s mother to monitor the weekend tournament. She 
simply believed her son had gone to cheer on his mates. 

To her surprise, he returned home a few days later in tears — and with a 
mutilated cast. Malkin had played, cutting the cast at his wrist so he could 
better handle the stick. But his tears weren’t from physical agony, but 
rather because none of it — the sketchy plan by him and his dad, the 
betrayal of his mother’s wishes, the struggle to play with one healthy arm 
— had been worth it. 

“We didn’t win,” Malkin said. “I played my best, but I was not in my best 
condition. But I could play (and) I should play great if I can play. I was not 
my best and we lost. I can’t forget even now.” 

By his third NHL season, Malkin was in the conversation as one of the 
world’s best hockey players. Also in that group were the two men who 
would forever overshadow him: Ovechkin and Crosby. Even though 
Malkin won the Art Ross Trophy as the NHL’s leading scorer in the 2008-
09 season, all eyes were on Ovechkin and Crosby for the first Penguins-
Capitals showdown of the stars’ era in the second round of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

Malkin was seen as a supporting character, even though he scored an 
overtime goal in Game 5 in Washington that proved pivotal to winning the 
series. The Penguins won in Game 7, also in Washington, and returned 
to the Eastern Conference finals, which they’d won the previous season 
in a series where Malkin injured his ribs. 

The pain of those injured ribs is not what haunted Malkin in the summer 
of 2008. It was how that injury limited him for the remainder of the 2008 
Eastern finals and in the Stanley Cup Final, which the Penguins lost to 
the Red Wings. He used that memory — a nagging feeling that he 
somehow had let down not only his teammates and the city of Pittsburgh, 
but everybody who knew him — as motivation throughout the 2008-09 
season. 

Even his Penguins teammates didn’t know what was about to happen. 

“I was ready,” Malkin said. “I had something to prove.” 

Believe it or not, the Penguins were vulnerable to an upset by a 
Hurricanes team they would ultimately sweep in the 2009 Eastern finals. 
Pittsburgh had come off a couple of emotional series wins against the 
Flyers and Capitals — the franchise’s two fiercest rivals — and was 
looking ahead to a rematch with the Red Wings in the Cup Final. 

“I thought we could get them,” said Jim Rutherford, who was the 
Hurricanes’ general manager at the time. “(The Penguins) might have 
been a more talented team than us, but I thought we could get at least 
one of those early games in Pittsburgh, and then make it a long series. 

“I still think I was right. Malkin just wouldn’t allow it.” 

In the first game, at Pittsburgh’s old Civic Arena, Malkin scored and set 
up a goal in the Penguins’ 3-2 victory. It was Game 2, though, that will 
forever be remembered as what Crosby called “The Geno Game.” 

Or, as former Penguins winger Bill Guerin said: “You never think a series 
is over after Game 2, but it was over after Game 2. Nobody was stopping 
Malkin, and everybody knew it.” 

The signature goal of the historic season is the stuff of legend in 
Pittsburgh. 

Malkin blew open a tight game as part of a three-goal, one-assist 
performance that announced to the hockey world that he would be the 
one administering the pain this time. 

The faceoff was in the left circle, the prime spot for Malkin to win a draw. 
When the puck went forward, it looked in real time as though Malkin had 
been beaten cleanly. He hadn’t. 

“(Malkin) pushed it forward, got it behind the goal, swooped around and 
then he turns around and lifts a backhand,” said Max Talbot, Malkin’s 
right winger throughout that postseason. “The guys on both teams were 
stunned — all except Geno.” 

“I had no clue he was going to try it,” said Talbot, who had the best view 
of anyone on the goal that is now affectionately known as “The Geno.” 

“I remember thinking, ‘We lost the faceoff,’” said Ruslan Fedotenko, the 
left winger on Malkin’s line during the Penguins’ 2009 Cup run. “It was 
only after he scored that I realized what Geno had done.” 

For coach Dan Bylsma, time seemed to stand still. He needed to watch a 
replay to realize what had just happened. 

“The degree of difficulty of that entire play is off the charts,” Bylsma said. 
“To try it — forget doing it, but to try it — in an Eastern Conference final 
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takes confidence that I would have never had, and I don’t think you’ll find 
many players that would even think about it.” 

Added Crosby: “No, I don’t think I would. But that’s Geno. Man, he was 
awesome in that series; that whole playoffs, really.” 

Malkin described the goal as “not too great.” Really. 

“Everybody sees spin-o-rama and I score, but my job was to push the 
puck to Max and then I go to the net,” he said. “The puck went too deep 
and I have to get it — then, you know, it’s, like, ‘I do it myself.’ 

“After I spin around, the puck was on my stick good and it was time to 
shoot. That’s it! So people tell me about that goal, but I don’t know — I 
think I scored better ones. It’s not my best, but everybody loves it.” 

“Not my best,” he says, but the goal in Game 2, which the Penguins won, 
is what Malkin considers “my most important.” The performance in that 
series — six goals, three assists in a four-game sweep — “was maybe 
my best hockey,” he said. 

“But I play good against Detroit, too,” Malkin said. “I had to. I owed the 
team because we lost the year before. 

“When you don’t win, it’s hell. When you get close and lose, everything 
you feel is empty, everything hurts. But pain, you know, can be good. It 
teaches you.” 

With two goals and six assists in a seven-game classic against the Red 
Wings, Malkin helped steer the Penguins to the Stanley Cup. He was 
voted the Conn Smythe winner, becoming the first Russian-born player to 
win that award. 

And he finally won a championship. 

“I’m lucky, maybe, my first championship is the Stanley Cup,” he said. 
“You always love your first.” 

Two more Stanley Cup titles later, as well as the Hart Trophy for the 
2011-12 season, and Malkin is among only a handful of players to have 
won the Calder (for rookie of the year), Hart (for MVP), Ross (for the 
single-season points title), Smythe (for playoffs MVP), Ted Lindsay (for 
player-voted MVP) and the Stanley Cup. 

None of those awards, nor his multiple Cup wins, was enough to earn 
Malkin a spot on the NHL’s 2017 list of the 100 best players of all time. 
The slight crushed him, bringing back feelings from his youth that he 
would never be seen as a great hockey player because the greatest 
Russian hockey players came from Moscow or Saint Petersburg, not 
places like Magnitogorsk. He also couldn’t help thinking back to all the 
talk early in his career about how the NHL belonged to Ovechkin and 
Crosby, even if Malkin was right there with them in terms of production 
and achievement. 

“It hurt me deeply,” Malkin said. “What must I do to be seen as one of the 
best players? I think I am.” 

Sergei Gonchar is one of Malkin’s closest friends. He’s also Malkin’s 
former teammate with the Penguins and with the Russian national team. 
He’s admittedly biased, but… 

“I have Geno in the top three of Russian players,” Gonchar said. “There’s 
Alex, and I think Geno is a better overall player, and there’s Sergei 
Fedorov, and Geno might be better than him by the time he’s done.” 

Gonchar might be a little biased, but he might actually be underselling 
Malkin’s legacy. It’s certainly debatable and it’s clearly close, but of the 
nine Russian players who made The Athletic’s NHL99 list, Malkin lands 
second — behind Ovechkin and a shade ahead of Fedorov at 33. For 
good reason. 

Over his career, Malkin has been worth around 46 wins, which is second 
among Russian-born players behind only Ovechkin at 60.6. Part of that 
difference is a matter of Ovechkin suiting up for 300 more games than 
Malkin. On a per-82-game basis, Malkin has averaged 3.85 wins per 
season while Ovechkin is only narrowly ahead at 3.90. Nikita Kucherov 

(3.91) and Pavel Bure (3.87) also rank that highly, but neither has the 
longevity of Ovechkin and Malkin. 

“Alex and Evgeni will always be talked about together — in Russia and 
the NHL,” Gonchar said. “It’s good company.” 

Malkin lived with Gonchar during his earliest NHL years, but Gonchar first 
noticed Malkin’s desire to stand out among Russian players when they 
spent the 2004-05 NHL lockout playing for Metallurg. Then, Gonchar 
said, Malkin was “this big, talented kid who talked about being seen as 
great among Russian players but also becoming one of the best players 
in the world.” 

“He did it,” Gonchar said. 

Malkin needed his first NHL season to acclimate himself to the North 
American lifestyle as much as its brand of hockey. Even then, as he was 
rolling toward consensus top rookie honors and proving Patrick’s 
prediction correct — that the Penguins had found a franchise pillar in 
Malkin — the comparisons to teammate Crosby and rival Ovechkin 
weighed on Malkin. 

“Evgeni doesn’t seek the spotlight, but he deserves more of it than he’s 
been given,” Gonchar said. “He never said it bothered him, but if you 
know him you could tell it did because he wanted to be the best.” 

Malkin had one more lesson to learn early in his career, and it’s one he 
has had to carry with him throughout: Only worry about what you can 
control. 

“I’ve learned many lessons in life,” Malkin said. “Some help me with 
hockey. Others help me with life, you know? 

“I would like people to know my story and see you can overcome 
disappointment, pain, and be a champion.” 

The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn contributed to this report. 
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The NHL still hasn’t figured out right way to select All-Star teams 

 

Eric Duhatschek14-18 minutes 06/01/2023 

 

The fact that the NHL keeps tweaking the All-Star selection process is 
the only proof you need that they still haven’t figured out how to get it 
right. In the recent past, fans have had a chance to vote twice — first for 
the captains, and then — after hockey ops filled out most of the rest of 
the rosters — they voted for the “last man in.” 

This year’s variation: Hockey ops named the first 32 players — one per 
team — in a Thursday night roster reveal and from there, fans vote on 
three remaining players per division, two position players and one 
goaltender. Usually, hockey ops consult with teams on selections, but 
this year, it didn’t sound as if they solicited the usual input. 

Which was an interesting development, in a few cases. 

Putting the two Tkachuks, Matthew and Brady, on the Atlantic team 
made sense. Both have been their respective teams’ best players and 
that’ll make for good theatre when the whole Tkachuk clan descends on 
South Florida. Presumably, there’ll be a push to get Aleksander Barkov 
added as one of the fill-ins, even though Barkov has missed significant 
time because of injury and illness this year. Anaheim was an interesting 
case study because hockey ops selected the Ducks’ most complete 
player, Troy Terry, and not their most marketable star, Trevor Zegras. 

Naturally, that gives the fans a chance to vote for Zegras, whose 
panache and presence are perfectly suited for the All-Star silliness. The 
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problem with a fan vote is, it turns it into a popularity contest from here on 
in, and thus could lead to a situation where the worst team in the division, 
the Ducks, might have two players in the All-Star Game, while the best 
team, Vegas, has just one, goaltender Logan Thompson. 

There was a time when getting selected to play in the All-Star Game was 
a meaningful achievement. Moreover, in the era of the 21-team NHL, it 
didn’t matter if every team had a representative because there was still 
enough roster space to accommodate most of the worthy candidates. But 
in a 32-team league, it isn’t possible anymore if you insist on choosing a 
player from every team. 

Instead, it leaves you in a situation where the NHL’s second-leading 
scorer, Leon Draisaitl, probably won’t get picked because Connor 
McDavid is already going for Edmonton; or in Colorado, where Mikko 
Rantanen, currently in the top 10 of scoring, is also left out in the cold, 
because Cale Makar is going. 

But the real jumble is over in the Atlantic because the league’s seventh-
leading scorer, Boston’s David Pastrnak, was left off in favor of Linus 
Ullmark and the reigning Hart Trophy winner, Toronto’s Auston 
Matthews, was passed over for Mitch Marner. Let’s be clear: Both 
Ullmark and Marner are worthy and defensible selections. What’s 
indefensible is that Pastrnak and Matthews were left off in favor of far 
less deserving candidates, because the league insists on having a 
representative from every team, even the ones that don’t have a genuine 
all-star worth celebrating. 

The most puzzling choice was arguably in St. Louis, where Vladimir 
Tarasenko was chosen, a full 48 hours after the team announced he was 
going to miss a significant amount of time because of injury and almost 
certainly won’t be healthy enough to play by the time All-Star weekend 
rolls around in early February. 

Fan balloting opened as soon as the NHL unveiled the rosters during that 
Washington–Columbus telecast Thursday night and — instructively — 
the window for voting is 11 days only, which limits the time anyone can 
get a John Scott for All-Star Game campaign going. Twitter voting is 
even more limited — just 72 hours between next Thursday at 12:01 a.m. 
ET and Saturday at 11:59 p.m. ET. 

A few of us have been around long enough to remember when the All-
Star Game wasn’t nearly this contrived, and where there were actual 
heated debates over who was in and who wasn’t. Three times in a four-
year period, in the early 1980s, Al Arbour coached the East team, then 
known as the Wales Conference All-Stars, against Glen Sather and the 
West team, known as the Campbell Conference All-Stars. All three 
games were genuine nail-biters. The heavy Islanders representation in 
the East going against the heavy Oilers representatives in the West 
made it a fun and reasonably competitive exercise in actual ice hockey. 
It’s been gimmicked up a lot since then. 

Quick trivia: Remember who won that memorable game in Carolina in 
2011 between Team Lidstrom and Team Staal? Anyone? OK, it finished 
11-10 for the Lidstroms. 

If all it’s going to be is a public relations exercise, then I’m all for another 
round of ballot-box stuffing by Latvian hockey fans for Zemgus 
Girgensons, like there was in 2015, to reward a role player for his long 
and distinguished service. 

The actual All-Star voting, which takes place on the NHL’s website, is 
available in eight languages — English, French, Czech, Finnish, German, 
Slovak, Spanish and Swedish — and according to the league, accessible 
anywhere in the world. 

If there’s one player whose candidacy fans might want to get behind, how 
about Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, who made his NHL debut at the age of 
29 with the Philadelphia Flyers and is still in the league nine years later 
trying to win a Stanley Cup with Tampa Bay? Bellemare was a key figure 
on that first Vegas Golden Misfits team and has appeared in 74 playoff 
games over the past five seasons, two with Vegas, two with Colorado 
and one with Tampa Bay. 

There once was a provision in one of the many All-Star iterations to 
reward a deserving veteran; I nominate Bellemare as the leading 
candidate to be this year’s unsung All-Star hero. Maybe hockey fans in 
France can get behind his candidacy the way hockey fans in Latvia got 
behind the Girgensons campaign. 

The All-Masterton All-Star Game 

There’s always a little bit of try in the All-Star Game as long as there’s a 
cash prize waiting at the end for the winning team, but assuming it’ll 
never get back to what it was, as long as it’s a three-on-three 
competition, here’s one way to get some players who actually will 
compete: Choose the All-Star rosters based on the annual Masterton 
Trophy nominations. I know, I know. Never happen. But hear me out, 
starting with a brief background: 

The Masterton is an annual award under the trusteeship of the 
Professional Hockey Writers’ Association that was first presented in 1968 
to commemorate the late Bill Masterton, a Minnesota North Stars player 
who died of head injuries suffered in a game on Jan. 15, 1968. The 55th 
anniversary of Masterton’s death is coming up in nine days. The award 
honors Masterton’s style of play — which featured high degrees of 
sportsmanship, perseverance and dedication to hockey. 

Every individual PHWA chapter nominates a candidate every year. It’s 
one of the best of the NHL’s awards, and one of the hardest in which to 
select a deserving winner, because when you read all the bios, you 
usually conclude that virtually every candidate could be a deserving 
winner. Mario Lemieux won the Masterton in the past; so did Cam Neely; 
Jaromir Jagr, Pat LaFontaine, Dave Taylor, Gary Roberts, Brad Park, 
Lanny McDonald and other star players. But it’s also gone to Craig 
Anderson, Dominic Moore, Josh Harding, Ian Laperriere, Bryan Berard 
and others. I get that fans want to see McDavid and Sidney Crosby in the 
skills competition, not Derek Ryan or Andrew Cogliano. Still, wouldn’t it 
be something if the NHL ever put aside the marketing side of the 
equation and brought together the 32 Masterton nominees for an 
extravaganza one year? Because they are all all-stars. Just in a different 
way. In the game of life. 

Crystal ball gazing 

It’s the first week of the new year, so let’s gimmick up this notebook by 
peering into the crystal to make three fearless predictions for 2023. 

1. Carolina will win the Stanley Cup. There is just a lot to like about the 
way the Hurricanes can find a way to win consistently, despite the fact 
they’ve been playing most of the year without their No. 1 goalie (Frederik 
Andersen); their No. 1 offseason forward acquisition (Max Pacioretty) 
and have lost assorted other key pieces, from Sebastian Aho to Teuvo 
Teravainen throughout the year. Moreover, they’ve done it, despite not 
getting a breakout year from Jesperi Kotkaniemi and without a true No. 2 
center (after allowing Vincent Trocheck to leave as a free agent). Last 
year, the Hurricanes were undone in the playoffs primarily by two things 
— an inability to win on the road and that they couldn’t conjure up a big 
goal at the right time. This year, they have one of the NHL’s best road 
records (13-4-5) but remain middle of the pack in offence (17th). 
Pacioretty’s return to the lineup this past week should help remedy the 
latter, once he gets up to speed. The fragility of their goaltending remains 
concerning, though the play of rookie Pyotr Kochetkov (10-4-2, .924 
SV%, 2.08 GAA) mitigates that as well. Longtime Hurricanes fans will 
remember, the last time they won the Stanley Cup, they did so in part 
because of a breakthrough performance from a rookie goaltender, Cam 
Ward. Can history repeat itself? Maybe. 

2. Alex Mogilny gets elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame. There’s some 
very good analytical work being done on Hall of Fame candidates on 
Twitter by @AdjustedHockey, which suggests that Mogilny’s absence is 
one of the most glaring and puzzling omissions. He became eligible in 
2009, following the usual three-year waiting period and after a final pro 
season divided between New Jersey and Albany of the AHL. In Mogilny’s 
first year of eligibility, he was up against a star-studded cast: Steve 
Yzerman, Brett Hull, Brian Leetch and Luc Robitaille — and he’s slipped 
through the cracks ever since. Internally, here at The Athletic, we 
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annually do a shadow HHOF selection committee vote and in each of the 
first two times we’ve done the exercise, Mogilny was easily elected. It 
almost certainly has to happen for real next June. 

3. Jakob Chychrun finally gets traded. I always believed the player that 
had the most trade rumors around him before he actually got traded was 
Radek Bonk who was drafted third overall by Ottawa in 1994, made it to 
the NHL the next year after the ‘94-95 lockout ended and was in the 
rumor mill from about Year 4 on. Bonk ended up playing 10 seasons for 
the Senators; it wasn’t until the day of the 2004 draft that he finally did 
get traded (to Montreal via Los Angeles). Chychrun hasn’t been involved 
in trade speculation that long — not quite — but it is now Year 2 of his 
being available and so far, nobody has met the asking price. Chychrun 
has value on two fronts: One, as a player who has been productive since 
his return from injury after what was pretty much a lost season a year 
ago; and two, because at a time when salary-cap considerations factor 
into every trade, but especially trades involving front-line talent, he’s got 
a number ($4.6 million) that teams can work with. That adds value from 
Arizona’s perspective. But that value shrinks with every passing 
paycheck. When the trade speculation started, the contract seemed to go 
on forever. But now, there are two years remaining after this one and in 
the summer of 2025, he can become an unrestricted free agent. So the 
clock is ticking; and thus, for the Coyotes to maximize the value in a 
return; and for any team that wants to get three playoffs out of him before 
addressing that looming big payday in 2025, the most sensible thing to 
do is to get it done before the March 3 deadline. My favorite landing spot 
remains Ottawa. Not just because they need defensive reinforcements, 
but because his age fits in nicely with that group. 

And finally 

It was all Connor, all the time this week. Connor Bedard, the top prospect 
for June’s draft, dazzled as Canada won the World Junior Championship 
for the second time in seven months. Meanwhile, McDavid just 
relentlessly keeps adding to his lead atop the NHL scoring race, in the 
midst of a season unlike any we’ve seen for over a quarter of a century. 
Now in his eighth season, he remarkably keeps scaling new heights. 
McDavid had the most productive playoff of his career last spring (33 
points in 16 games) and is on pace to shatter his previous season high of 
123 points, established last year. 

Forty games into this season, McDavid is at 75 points, which leaves him 
on pace to become the first player since Lemieux in 1995-96 to score 
150 points or more. Overall, he’s just the fourth player in the past 30 
years to record 75-plus points through 40 games in a season. Lemieux 
did it twice: (42-62-104 in 1995-96 & 39-65-104 in 1992-93), Jagr (35-47-
82 in 1995-96) and LaFontaine (26-49-75 in 1992-93) were the others. 

In all, there have been only 16 seasons of 150 or more points in NHL 
history. One occurred in the ‘70s (Phil Esposito). Two occurred in the 
‘90s (both by Lemieux). The other 13 happened in the high-scoring ‘80s. 

One small piece of trivia here: There has only ever been one player to 
score exactly 150 points in a season. That was Bernie Nicholls in 1988-
89. Jagr’s career high was 149, set in that 1995-96 season, playing on 
the same team as Lemieux. 

If McDavid stays healthy, he has a chance to win four major awards — 
Hart, Lindsay, Art Ross and Rocket Richard. 

It really has been a season for the ages, and it would likely be celebrated 
more if the Oilers weren’t touch-and-go to make the playoffs in the tightly 
bunched middle of the Western Conference standings. 

McDavid had 31 points in December, but as a team, the Oilers only went 
7-6-2. Curiously, this past December was the first time McDavid had 
scored 30 points in a month. Only two Oilers had done that previously: 
Jari Kurri twice and Wayne Gretzky 30 times. When you listen to Bedard 
speak, you can hear echoes of everything McDavid has been saying too. 
Individual accolades are fine, but what matters most is whether the team 
wins or not. 

Does the so-so start make the Oilers one of the year’s biggest 
disappointments? No, because other teams (see Florida, Colorado, 
Calgary and Pittsburgh) with far higher expectations have underachieved 
as, or more, significantly. 

Edmonton is in a playoff spot, seventh in points, but the Oilers’ winning 
percentage puts them ninth, slightly behind both Calgary and Colorado. 
Seattle’s righted the ship a little in the last week, with three consecutive 
wins, which leaves the Kraken third in the Pacific. Can they hold on? 

Most oddsmakers see them falling out of the mix, and Calgary, 
Edmonton and Colorado all squeaking in, which could set up some 
unbelievable first-round playoff matchups where the lower-seeded team 
might even go in as the favorite. 

The hottest team in the Pacific is second-place Los Angeles, which is 
already one game into the second half of its season (having played 
Game 42 on Thursday night). Washington and Vegas are at their 
midpoints; almost every other team in the league will reach the halfway 
point of their seasons by next week, setting up a fascinating sprint to the 
finish line — and thankfully, a far more entertaining playoff race than we 
saw a year ago when the races were pretty much all said and done by 
now. 
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NHL style power rankings: ‘Bear Grylls’ appears, Sabres rally around 
Damar Hamlin 

 

Rhiannon Walker7-9 minutes 06/01/2023 

 

Welcome to 2023, and a very Happy New Year to all! We’re already off to 
a hot start around the NHL, as players clearly put some thought into 
getting their best outfits together when the clock struck midnight on Jan. 
1. 

There’s a little bit of everything from the last two weeks. We had some 
strong finishes to close out the holidays. One player looked like he came 
out of the forest in his Sunday best (see below to understand), and the 
Buffalo Sabres showed the collective fortitude of their city and the way 
their town always shows up whenever anything happens in the 
community. 

To get more stories like this delivered to your feed, follow our Culture 
vertical. 

10. Mitch Marner 

Welcome to The 6, as Toronto native, rapper and October’s Very Own 
(OVO) founder Drake regularly says on his tracks. The Toronto Maple 
Leafs forward is sporting the OVO/Faze Clan Varsity Jacket, which says 
“The New Athletes” on the back. I don’t have many opportunities to talk 
about my deep love for bomber and varsity jackets with the NHL style 
rankings, but I’m here for more NHL players getting into their bag in this 
area. He breaks out the red, white and black lows, because the jacket 
has flashes of red, and it’s very well done. I usually expect a strong 
sneaker game from Auston Matthews, but I would enjoy seeing more 
players show off their kicks and especially if they’re going to do it with 
this much finesse. 

9. Alex Newhook 

We’re here for the brimmed hat, and the brimmed hat only. No tie, no 
socks and no problem, as the Colorado Avalanche center breezes in with 
his head-turning centerpiece. Of course, the cobalt blue suit is fantastic. 
As is pairing the hat with the black vest and shoes, and opting for a white 
pocket square to go with the dress shirt. The hat is what really elevates 
this particular fit, though. 
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8. Victor Hedman 

I really love that as a society we’re eschewing the whole no white after 
Labor Day “rule.” Plus, when you’re one of the best defensemen of this 
generation and find yourself at No. 52 on The Athletic’s NHL 99 rankings, 
you’re allowed to wear whatever you want. As I often quote, “You do 
what you want, when you’re poppin’.” This is a dapper fit by the Tampa 
Bay Lightning leader. The pinstripe shirt is a great decision and works in 
unison with the beige three-piece suit, while the black tie and dress 
shoes round out the ensemble. 

7. Nick Jensen 

Not everyday that I see an all-velvet suit — as you all will see below. The 
Washington Capitals defenseman gets the nod for that intriguing dark-
brown paisley suit jacket he wore. The details jump out immediately. The 
texture in the coat is very obvious. I love the velvet component to add 
even more elements to an otherwise suit outfit, and my only critique is to 
give me a tie with a similar color or texture pattern. Let’s take it all the 
way in this new year! 

6. Nikita Zadorov & the Calgary Flames 

Maybe I should’ve saved my James Bond reference for this particular 
photoset. I can’t make the same jokes and observations every two 
weeks, you know? And right now, I’m looking at the Flames defenseman 
and center Mikael Backlund and thinking they may have deserved that 
nod a little more. But! We move, and what we have before us is a strong 
team effort to dress sharply for 2023. Zadorov, who doesn’t ever really 
miss, comes in with a deep evergreen velvet suit jacket and the black 
bowtie, while Backlund goes with the exact same concept, except his 
velvet suit jacket is pitch black. While center Jonathan Huberdeau tries 
stealing the show later in the slideshow with his three-piece copper suit 
and soft gold tie. 

5. Adam Lowry 

This level of color symmetry is so pleasing, and the Winnipeg Jets knew 
it when he strolled in. That is the gait of someone who knows they nailed 
the first catwalk of the new year. Seriously, check out the grin as Lowry 
approaches with his baby blue hat, tie and pants to match and then 
throws on the salmon pink blazer for a little extra razzle dazzle. The 
whole team put together a strong showing heading into their game 
against the Flames, and it translated to the ice as the Jets kicked the 
year off with a 3-2 win. 

4. Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Brock Boeser, Quinn Hughes, Bo Horvat and 
J.T. Miller 

The second photo should’ve been the leader in this slide. The first one is 
the perfect encapsulation of an ideal family photo. Everyone is in their 
holiday sweaters. We see our Santa and elf hats in the back row, and all 
eyes are trained to the camera. There are smiles all around. Flawless 
execution. The second photo gives me “Step Brothers” vibes. There’s 
personality there, and Horvat’s hand on Miller’s shoulder looks nearly 
identical to the movie’s lead image. The only way to make it closer is for 
him to stand up and emulate the pose. The variety of sweaters from a 
Weiner dog to Santa to Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer and a chimney 
all add to the overall fun. I do wish we could’ve gotten more of a 
personality or silly photo. That would’ve truly put this over the top. 

3. Quinton Byfield 

Let me start by saying, the suit jacket on the Los Angeles Kings forward 
immediately grabbed my attention. I’m not a flowers kind of woman, 
however, send me a blue rose, which we see here, and I quickly change 
my tune. A gray, white and black plaid background under the rose makes 
it pop because of the lighter background, but fantastically, these two 
things don’t clash. Unfortunately you can’t see his pants in this shot, but 
what really would’ve done it for me is if Byfield had worn matching pants 
and a dress shirt playing off the color of the flower. 

2. Brent Burns 

My editor and I were downright giddy when I threw this photo in our Slack 
channel. For the creativeness alone, the Carolina Hurricanes 
defenseman, “rancher (or) zoologist,” as my editor said, easily earns the 
second-highest spot in this week’s rankings. Now, the NHL asked what it 
looks like Burns does, and my answer would be masquerading as British 
explorer, traveler and survivalist Bear Grylls. Real ones know “Man vs. 
Wild” on the Discovery Channel was must-see TV back in the day. 
Especially if you were a kid like me who loved games like the Yukon 
Trail, Amazon Trail or any show zookeeper Steve Irwin was on. From the 
fur hat to the forest brown blazer, the vest and the bowtie, this one gets a 
10 out of 10 from me for allowing me to travel down memory lane. 

1. Buffalo Sabres 

There was no chance that anyone else or any other group would take the 
top spot this week. In the days after Buffalo Bills defensive back Damar 
Hamlin suffered a cardiac arrest and collapsed during the team’s Monday 
Night Football game, there has been an overflow of support as he 
remains in critical condition. The city of Cincinnati lit its building in blue, 
residents put together a candlelight vigil to pray for him and people 
around the world have donated to his charity. 

If I have learned nothing else about the city of Buffalo, the people there 
rally around theirs. I have seen this countless times with Josh Allen’s 
charity, digging players out of the snow and how the teams showed up 
after the grocery store shooting. The people in this city give their 
unwavering support. This is no different with the Sabres, who travelled to 
Washington, D.C., and, as a team, sported shirts with Hamlin’s jersey 
number. The focus is on praying and wishing him well as he continues to 
make progress from his injury. 
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NHL Power Rankings: Bruins hold steady, plus 32 NHL All-Star roster 
suggestions 

 

Hailey Salvian, Sean Gentille19-23 minutes 06/01/2023 

 

Happy New Year from Power Rankings HQ, where we resolve to 
continue listing NHL teams in order of how good we think they are. 

This week is a welcome change, though. Dom took the week off, and 
Hailey Salvian is here to help. 

Our task, in addition to the rankings, was to flesh out the NHL All-Star 
Game rosters. The league on Thursday released the names of the first 
32 players — one per team — headed for Sunrise, Fla. on the weekend 
of Feb. 4. 

There are 12 spots left up for grabs — two skaters and one goalie per 
division, since we’re still doing the whole “3-on-3 tournament” thing — 
and fans can vote for whoever they want. 

So, yes, this is a free-for-all. If you’re looking for worthy candidates to 
vote for, we’ve got 32 of them right here. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 

Record: 30-4-4 

Sean rank: 1 

Hailey rank: 1 

First All-Star: Linus Ullmark 

Send him to Florida: David Pastrnak 
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We’re starting off with one of the more egregious omissions of the whole 
process — but the logic is easy to track. Ullmark has been great, but he’s 
also less of a sure bet to gain fan support than Pastrnak, who’s tracking 
toward another 50-goal season. The Bruins are the no-doubt best team 
in the league right now, and he leads them in scoring by 19 points. Forty-
four of those points have been either goals or primary assists. Mix in the 
requisite outstanding play-driving numbers, and you’ve got a fairly 
overwhelming season from a pending UFA. 

Option No. 3: Send Jeremy Swayman along with Ullmark so we can get 
an All-Star goalie hug. 

Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman have brought the victory hug to 
Fenway Park.   

pic.twitter.com/1f11HMabQN 

— Tyler Milliken   (@tylermilliken_) January 2, 2023 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 3 

Record: 25-8-6 

Sean rank: 2 

Hailey rank: 2 

First All-Star: Andrei Svechnikov 

Send him to Florida: Martin Necas  

On merit, it should be Necas’ spot. He’s a tick under a point per game 
(38 in 39) and has already set a career-high in goals. We’ve talked about 
him in this space before; his jump in production, along with the arrival of 
Max Pacioretty to the lineup, is a big reason to think the Hurricanes will 
make the postseason jump a lot of folks have anticipated. 

That said, Brent Burns would make a whole lot of sense, assuming the 
league can get him out of his camper for a few days. The Eastern 
Conference included a grand total of zero defensemen in its initial roster, 
and Burns is fun at 3-on-3. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 27-12-2 

Sean rank: 4 

Hailey rank: 3 

First All-Star: Logan Thompson 

Send him to Florida: Jack Eichel 

Eichel had three points against Pittsburgh on Thursday, his first game 
since Dec. 9 because of a lower-body injury. Before that, he was at 3.42 
points/60. He’s the guy Vegas thought they were acquiring. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 23-9-7 

Sean rank: 3 

Hailey rank: 4 

First All-Star: Mitch Marner 

Send him to Florida: William Nylander 

Technically Nylander and Auston Matthews could both represent the 
Atlantic Division with Marner if Leafs fans take over the vote. That would 
be a nightmare for someone like Sean. And, probably not all that realistic. 
So, we’re picking one player. And it’s Nylander. 

He’s currently leading the team in goals (22), points (45) and primary 
points (37). Nylander is on pace for 47 goals and 96 points this season, 
which would blow past his previous career highs. If voted in, it would be 
Nylander’s first All-Star nod. 

Mitch Marner is an All-Star, and William Nylander should be the next Leaf 
to join him 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 24-12-1 

Sean rank: 5 

Hailey rank: 5 

First All-Star: Nikita Kucherov 

Send him to Florida: Mikahil Sergachev 

Sergachev, regardless of how you slice it, has been the Lightning’s best 
defenseman. On a team with Victor Hedman, even in an off-year for the 
Norris winner, that means something. And, at the risk of repeating 
ourselves, the Atlantic Division is going to need a blueliner or two, 3-on-3 
tournament or not. 

6. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 23-11-6 

Sean rank: 6 

Hailey rank: 6 

First All-Star: Jason Robertson 

Send him to Florida: Roope Hintz  

It’d be too much to expect Stars fans to force Hintz and Joe Pavelski both 
onto the roster, so we’ll stick with Hintz. As a unit, though, no three 
forwards have spent more time together at five-on-five, and they’re 
controlling better than 60 percent of expected goals and a remarkable 73 
percent of actual scoring. Maybe they can have their own team for the 
weekend. 

7. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 24-13-1 

Sean rank: 7 

Hailey rank: 8 

First All-Star: Josh Morrissey 

Send him to Florida: Connor Hellebuyck 

It was nice of the NHL to make sure that Morrissey has a spot on the 
roster. His emergence is one of the best stories so far in the Western 
Conference. The whole “Norrissey” thing has ceased to be even a little 
bit of a joke. That said, Hellebuyck deserves a spot, too. He’s back to no-
doubt Vezina finalist form (.928 save percentage, 20.8 goals saved 
above expected). 

Also, having him around would open the door for a new skills competition 
event: Goalie breakaway contest. 

8. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 10 

Record: 22-13-2 

Sean rank: 8 
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Hailey rank: 7 

First All-Star: Kirill Kaprizov 

Send him to Florida: Ryan Reaves 

No player is better primed to follow in John Scott’s footsteps — in terms 
of game and personality — than Reaves. Plus he’s got the full power of 
the Russo Army behind him. There’s no point in pretending that this won’t 
happen. Print up the jerseys. We’re going to have a blast. 

9. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 24-12-3 

Sean rank: 10 

Hailey rank: 9 

First All-Star: Jack Hughes 

Send him to Florida: Jesper Bratt 

Jesper Bratt Is The Best Player In The NHL, so it only makes sense that 
he’d be in the All-Star Game. For a team that’s sunk like a stone over the 
last few weeks, the Devils have plenty of interesting options. Dougie 
Hamilton would make a ton of sense, should the Metro wish to add a 
defensemen. 

10. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 22-13-6 

Sean rank: 9 

Hailey rank: 10 

First All-Star: Alex Ovechkin 

Send him to Florida: Nicklas Backstrom 

We know Backstrom’s story. He’s spent the last several months working 
his way back from a procedure called “hip resurfacing” that somehow 
sounds worse than the name suggests, and he’s days from playing real, 
live games. Sending him to Florida would be a nice reward, and the style 
of play won’t be anything he can’t handle. Maybe he and Ovechkin can 
plan something fun for the skills competition. 

11. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 22-12-6 

Sean rank: 11 

Hailey rank: 11 

First All-Star: Igor Shesterkin 

Send him to Florida: Adam Fox  

Fox, unfortunately, does not have a name that lends itself to an easy 
Norris Trophy pun, but there’s no better candidate. He does everything 
well. No notes. There are other Metro Division candidates on defense, 
and it’s clear that forwards are the priority, but leaving him out would be 
ridiculous. Smart money is on Rangers fans coming through. Unless 
they’d rather make K’Andre Miller happy. 

12. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 22-14-6 

Sean rank: 12 

Hailey rank: 12 

First All-Star: Kevin Fiala 

Send him to Florida: Pheonix Copley  

This is only half a joke; if you’re basing the choice based on importance 
to the Kings, Copley might have to be the pick. He’s been perfectly 
competent in 10 starts since L.A. snagged him on waivers — he’s 9-1-0 
with a save percentage of .920 or better in six of those appearances. 
That’s what the Kings needed from their goaltenders, and they hadn’t 
been getting it. 

13. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 18 

Record: 22-16-2 

Sean rank: 13 

Hailey rank: 14 

First All-Star: Brock Nelson 

Send him to Florida: Ilya Sorokin 

With respect to Igor Shesterkin – the reigning Vezina winner – Sorokin is, 
statistically speaking, the best goalie in the Metro. His 2.35 goals against 
average is sixth league-wide. His .924 save percentage is third. His three 
shutouts are tied for first, and he ranks No. 1 in goals saved above 
expected (25.93). Sorokin has Shesterkin beat in every major statistical 
category. 

If he can’t be the starter, as chosen by the league, he should at the very 
least be voted as “the backup.” 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 19-13-6 

Sean rank: 14 

Hailey rank: 15 

First All-Star: Sidney Crosby 

Send him to Florida: Evgeni Malkin  

The Metro is going to need another aging Pittsburgh center to step in 
when Crosby has something come up, and Malkin (34 points in 37 
games) fits the bill. He’s a big name that’ll try something silly during the 
tournament. When in doubt, go with the fun factor. 

15. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 14 

Record: 21-12-4 

Sean rank: 17 

Hailey rank: 13 

First All-Star: Matty Beniers 

Send him to Florida: Brandon Tanev 

Beniers to the All-Star Game just makes sense. He still leads the Calder 
race and all rookies in goals and points. He’s also the first player from the 
2021 NHL Draft class – and one of two rookies – to be selected for the 
2023 All-Star game. There are a few other options from the Kraken that 
could make sense – like Andre Burakovsky – but we’re looking to create 
a bit more chaos here. 

That’s where Tanev comes in. He’s a fan favorite in Seattle, and we 
could bet on him doing something weird in a 3-on-3 or a skills 
competition. If he gets in, though, please, no more ghost headshots. 
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16. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 19-15-3 

Sean rank: 16 

Hailey rank: 16 

First All-Star: Cale Makar 

Send him to Florida: Mikko Rantanen  

Listen, we all love Cale Makar. However, Rantanen might have been one 
of this year’s biggest snubs, considering he’s been Colorado’s best and 
most valuable player this season. 

Rantanen’s 26 goals through 37 games are nearly 25 percent of the 
Avalanche’s total production this season. Even taking the many man 
games lost from Colorado’s top players, Rantanen still leads the team in 
goals scored per 60 minutes played (1.81). 

17. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 19-15-2 

Sean rank: 15 

Hailey rank: 19 

First All-Star: Tage Thompson 

Send him to Florida: Rasmus Dahlin  

Buffalo is here to inflate the average height of the Atlantic Division squad, 
and Dahlin deserves it. He’s leveled up this season across the board. No 
Eastern Conference defenseman has played more or totaled more 
points. That’s easy math. 

18. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 21-17-2 

Sean rank: 18 

Hailey rank: 17 

First All-Star: Connor McDavid 

Send him to Florida: Leon Draisaitl 

Draisaitl not being selected is just a symptom of the league’s “every team 
gets one player” policy – and he’s not the only example of that. 

We at Power Rankings HQ believe the best – most fun – players should 
be at the All-Star game, and Draisaitl certainly qualifies. It’s hard to 
imagine him not being in Florida. 

Rosters for the 2023 NHL All-Star Game in South Florida were revealed 
Thursday night. 

19. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 18-14-7 

Sean rank: 19 

Hailey rank: 18 

First All-Star: Nazem Kadri 

Send him to Florida: Elias Lindholm  

We gave this a lot of thought, between Lindholm and Rasmus Andersson 
who is putting together another career year – on pace for 11 goals and 

57 points – and posting solid two-way results with a ton of usage (just 
under 25 minutes per game). 

And while there’s no denying that Andersson is valuable to the Flames, 
this is the All-Star Game. We’ll take the 40-goal, Selke finalist in a three-
on-three tournament. 

20. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 17-14-6 

Sean rank: 20 

Hailey rank: 20 

First All-Star: Juuse Saros 

Send him to Florida: Roman Josi 

Credit to Saros for stopping a franchise-record 64 shots in a win against 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday night. That matched the third-most 
saves by a goalie in a single game in league history. That’s NHL All-Star 
material right there! 

If you want a second Predator to get behind, we suggest Roman Josi. 
He’s still one of the Predators’ top producers and among the league 
leaders in TOI (25:14). Let the man go to the beach. 

21. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 19-17-3 

Sean rank: 21 

Hailey rank: 21 

First All-Star: Vladimir Tarasenko 

Send him to Florida: Jordan Kyrou and/or Robert Thomas  

Vladimir Tarasenko is likely to be replaced, considering he’s on injured 
reserve. That leaves two options for the Blues next men up: Jordan 
Kyrou or Robert Thomas. 

Kyrou would make sense as the Tarasenko replacement if there is 
indeed one. His 19 goals and 38 points lead all Blues skaters. And while 
he had a slow start to the season, Kyrou has taken off in recent weeks. 
Since Dec. 15, Kyrou has nine goals and 15 points in eight games. 
Meanwhile, Thomas isn’t that far off Kyrou’s point production with 37 
points in 38 games. 

Before the Blues focus on the future, St. Louis has to learn more about 
its current roster. 

  Will Robert Thomas grow into a leader? 

  Should Brayden Schenn be the next captain? 

22. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 24 

Record: 18-17-3 

Sean rank: 22 

Hailey rank: 22 

First All-Star: Brady Tkachuk 

Send him to Florida: Tim Stützle  

The Senators have a few options. There’s Claude Giroux, the team’s 
leading goal-scorer who came home this summer. Alex DeBrincat, who’s 
been hot as of late. Fans could make a case for Drake Batherson, too. 
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But we landed on Stützle, the Sens budding star No. 1 center with quick 
feet, good hands and a great shot. 

Now, if you want a fun chaos pick? The sickos know to vote for Artem 
Zub. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 16-13-7 

Sean rank: 23 

Hailey rank: 23 

First All-Star: Dylan Larkin 

Send him to Florida: David Perron 

The choices are starting to get more difficult. Filip Hronek has been one 
of the better breakout stories on defense so far this season, but 
expecting fans to get on board is tough. Perron is still a blast to watch 
and a force on the power play. He’d add something to the skill 
competition and the 3-on-3 format, too. 

24. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 17-18-4 

Sean rank: 24 

Hailey rank: 24 

First All-Star: Matthew Tkachuk 

Send him to Florida: Aleksander Barkov  

Tough scene for the home team. The Panthers, overall, are one of the 
biggest disappointments in the league. Aaron Ekblad’s season has been 
a nightmare. Even Barkov hasn’t looked like himself — but fans in South 
Florida should still mobilize and get him in there. He’s an elite player, and 
an All-Star Game in Sunrise would feel weird without him. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 28 

Record: 15-17-7 

Sean rank: 25 

Hailey rank: 25 

First All-Star: Kevin Hayes 

Send him to Florida: John Tortorella 

John Tortorella was asked about Travis Konecny – the Flyers goals (20) 
and points (40) leader – not getting an All-Star nod this season. Here’s 
what he had to say: 

“That whole weekend, I don’t even watch it,” he said. “I don’t give a s—.” 

John, we hear you. We see you. 

You are the Metropolitan Division head coach! 

26. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 26 

Record: 17-18-3 

Sean rank: 26 

Hailey rank: 26 

First All-Star: Elias Pettersson 

Send him to Florida: Bo Horvat  

Horvat is one of the league’s best goal scorers this season. Only 
McDavid, Thompson and Ovechkin have more than Horvats’ 28 tallies. 
The difference? Horvat needs to be voted in to make the All-Star Game. 
Pettersson, for what it’s worth, is 14th in league scoring. So, it would look 
like the Canucks have two worthy candidates. 

27. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 15-21-3 

Sean rank: 27 

Hailey rank: 27 

First All-Star: Nick Suzuki 

Send him to Florida: Cole Caufield  

Caufield should be there because he’s one of the best young goal 
scorers in the league. He’d be fun to watch in the accuracy shooting, or 
breakaway challenge. Not to mention the content we’d get out of him 
being there. Yes, we’ve seen the TikToks and the fan cams. 

28. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 29 

Record: 13-19-5 

Sean rank: 28 

Hailey rank: 28 

First All-Star: Clayton Keller 

Send him to Florida: Karel Vejmelka  

Where would the Coyotes be without Karel Vejmelka? Probably not 11 
points out of last place. 

Vejmelka’s record and save percentage don’t do him much justice. He’s 
taken on one of the biggest workloads in the league in terms of time on 
ice, shots faced and expected goals against. He currently ranks 10th in 
the league in goals saved above expected. 

If Coyotes fans were to rally around another member of the team to get 
to Florida, we’d be surprised if it wasn’t Vajmelka. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 27 

Record:12-20-7 

Sean rank: 29 

Hailey rank: 29 

First All-Star: Erik Karlsson 

Send him to Florida: Timo Meier  

Would you give up a first-round pick for Timo Meier? How about 2023 
NHL All-Star Timo Meier? Goose up that trade value, Sharks fans. The 
fact that Meier deserves it —38 points in 39 games and solid play-driving 
effects, given the situation — makes it an even easier call. 

30. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 31 

Record: 11-24-4 

Sean rank: 30 

Hailey rank: 30 

First All-Star: Troy Terry 
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Send him to Florida: Trevor Zegras 

Troy Terry got the news he was heading to his second-straight All-Star 
Game via video from Troy Aikman, whom he was named after. That was 
fun. Terry has been productive again this season, on pace for another 
67-point season. 

But, once again, Zegras is not an All-Star. Why? Is it punishment for 
stealing Joel Kiviranta’s stick the other day and then lying about it? NHL 
All-Star weekend should be about fun, and Zegras is exactly that. 

If he’s not in the All-Star Game, he should at least be involved in another 
skills competition like last year’s breakaway contest. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 30 

Record: 11-24-2 

Sean rank: 31 

Hailey rank: 31 

First All-Star: Johnny Gaudreau 

Send it to Florida: The cannon 

Let’s start this one by saying, Johnny Gaudreau deserves his All-Star 
nod. He hasn’t been enough to turn the Blue Jackets around this season, 
but he’s still a point-per-game player despite the number of injuries 
around him. As for our second pick, yes, we’re going with the cannon.  

Last year it was a joke that Dom and Sean made, and it didn’t really land 
well. This year it might be a necessity, considering the Blue Jackets’ 
injury luck. In a perfect world, Patrik Laine would be healthy and compete 
in the hardest shot competition. He came second in that event back in 
2017. Only Shea Weber had a harder shot in that contest. The cannon 
should still be there too. 

32. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 8-25-4 

Sean rank: 32 

Hailey rank: 32 

First All-Star: Seth Jones 

Send him to Florida: Max Domi  

Domi was the Blackhawks’ rep at the season-opening media event in Las 
Vegas — Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane weren’t interested in the 
whole deal — and he took it like a champ. The big guys would likely 
rather have a weekend off. Might as well give it to someone who’d 
appreciate it. 
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Is Patrick Kane the reason American-born stars chew on their mouth 
guards? 

 

Scott Powers, Jeremy Rutherford7-9 minutes 06/01/2023 

 

When Patrick Kane calls it a career, he’ll have left a lasting legacy on the 
NHL, particularly with U.S.-born players. 

Matthew and Brady Tkachuk were 10 and eight years old, respectively, 
when Kane netted 21 goals and 72 points as a 19-year-old rookie for 
Chicago. 

“I definitely tried some of the things that he did,” says Matthew, the 
Florida forward. “My brother and I would always watch his shootout 
moves, coming in slow, and just some of the hand stuff he was able to do 
making plays. I’m a way different player, but some of the skill stuff — the 
stick-handling, the saucer passes — I’ve definitely learned from him.” 

“He came in the league and had the slick hands and the swagger,” adds 
Brady, Ottawa’s captain. “He definitely was a role model to a lot of U.S. 
kids coming up.” 

But beyond the skill, is there anything else — any part of that swagger — 
that young and impressionable American-born players of this generation, 
like the Tkachuks and Arizona’s Clayton Keller, picked up from Kane? 

Now in their mid-20s, the Tkachuks and Keller are three of the prominent 
NHL players who chew incessantly on their mouth guards, like the 
Blackhawks’ star did earlier in his career. Some who knew them growing 
up insist that, even if it was subconsciously, they picked up the habit from 
their favorite hockey player. 

“It’s funny to watch those guys doing it now,” Kane says. “(Matthew) 
Tkachuk, especially, like high-profile players that have had success in the 
league, and they’re chewing on their mouthpiece, and you kind of wonder 
what the backstory is there.” 

In search of that backstory, The Athletic reached out to the Tkachuks and 
Keller to find out if they, in fact, copied Kane. What we learned is that 
they were more than willing to rat out each other, but when it came to 
whether he’s the reason they chew on their mouth guards, they were a 
lot more, well, guarded. 

The Tkachuk brothers met Kane in one his first seasons with Chicago 
through their dad, Keith, who was playing with the Blues. At the time, 
Kane was the boys’ favorite player. 

“Whenever we got to the age where we started watching more, even 
though they were the rivals at the time, we always wanted to go to those 
games and watch him,” Matthew says. “I think my dad knew we were 
rooting for them, so I don’t think he really cared.” 

In fact, it was Keith who set up a photo of the three. 

“I remember that picture,” Brady recalls. “My dad was like, ‘Hey I’m going 
to have you guys meet Patrick Kane.’ It was definitely really exciting for 
Matthew and I.” 

They’d watch Kane’s every move and noticed that he was always 
gnawing on his mouth guard, which was something he did going back to 
his days with the London Knights of the Ontario Hockey League in 2006-
07. 

“I started it in London because that was when I first started wearing the 
visor, and I started having to wear a mouth piece,” Kane says. “Even as a 
kid, we always had to use them just for rules and stuff, (but) I never liked 
wearing it. I would just keep it like in my cage. 

“When we had to start wearing it, I just for some reason started chewing 
on it. It seemed to be a lot easier for me than like actually wearing it in 
my mouth, (which) kind of defeated the purpose of having one in the first 
place.” 

Kane continued chewing on it when he got to the NHL, and it looked 
“cool.” 

“He had it half in, half out, almost like a ‘couldn’t care less’ level, kind of 
that swagger,” Brady says. “He had that flow on him, too, and kids, for 
sure, modeled themselves after that.” 

About a decade later, Matthew broke into the league with Calgary, where 
fans noticed that he, too, was usually twisting and turning his mouth 
guard with his teeth. 
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Care to explain? 

“I’m not sure where that started or why,” Matthew says. “Maybe just like a 
little stress-reliever. I don’t know why I do it.” 

Um, could it possibly be because of Kane? 

“I can promise I didn’t copy him with that,” Matthew responds. “I’m sure 
people can make the connection because of him, but I don’t think that’s 
necessarily the case. I wouldn’t be surprised if some guys, he was their 
idol and maybe do it because of him. Maybe with some people, but not 
with me.” 

Hand on the Bible? 

How about we ask Brady? 

“Oh, for sure,” he responds. “Matthew, he was a Kane fan growing up, so 
I definitely think part of it is because of him.” 

Busted! 

A couple of years later, Brady was drafted by Ottawa, and it wasn’t long 
before everyone saw that he was also a chewer. 

Well, Brady? 

“For me, it was a little bit of (Kane), but sometimes the mouth guard is so 
annoying that you don’t even realize that it’s hanging out of your mouth,” 
he says in sort of a half-acknowledgement. 

It seemed like a guarantee that Matthew would sell out his brother in this 
situation, but in typical sibling-rivalry fashion, he took it a step further. 

“I always gave Brady s— when we were younger because he was 
copying all the stuff that I would do,” Matthew says. “So maybe he does it 
because of me. Who knows?” 

There was only one thing the Tkachuks would agree on, which was that 
Keller, a longtime friend and now NHL rival, definitely copied Kane. 

As part of the 2016 NHL draft class that saw five St. Louisans selected in 
the first round, Keller was 9 years old when Kane came into the league, 
and he quickly became his favorite player, too. 

“I loved everything about his game — his confidence, his ability to try 
things that nobody else tried — and it just drew me toward him,” Keller 
says. 

Anything else? Any memory of his mouth guard? 

“Yeah, I remember Chicago was playing Detroit, and I think it was Johan 
Franzen who grabbed it out of (Kane’s) mouth,” Keller says. “He ripped it 
right out. That was pretty funny.” 

But not of Kane chewing it, kind of like you do now? 

“Uh, I don’t know,” Keller says. “I feel like, if anything, you’d try to 
emulate his game more than noticing that. I feel like most guys don’t like 
having the mouth guard in. You were always told to wear one growing 
up, but you never actually wore it. You just chewed on it.” 

So, what’s the verdict, boys? 

“I’m sure that’s why ‘Kells’ does it,” Matthew responds. “I’m sure he did it 
to copy Kaner.” 

That’s relayed to Keller, and he’s asked if he has anything to say in 
defense of himself. 

“Nothing,” Keller says sheepishly. 

One interesting part about all of this is that Kane doesn’t even chew his 
mouth guard anymore. In fact, he doesn’t even wear one. He hasn’t since 
the NHL lockout season in 2012-13. 

“I went over to Switzerland and forgot my mouth piece, so I just stopped 
wearing it,” Kane says. “It felt like, not a distraction, but you’re just 

chewing on it while you’re playing, you know, and it’s just kind of weird. I 
found that I liked it better without wearing one.” 

Keller admits he noticed. 

“Yeah, I watch all their games if I can, so I guess I saw him not wearing 
it,” he says. 

But it seems neither Keller, nor the Tkachuks, are ever going to come 
clean on why they still chew theirs. 

“I haven’t talked to them about it,” Kane says. “You know, you hear 
certain things, like Keller really liked me as a player or whatever. You 
hear other things, too, but it’s just funny because now they’ve kind of 
taken on that trend and I’m not really doing that anymore.” 
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ESPN / NHL Awards Watch - Who's leading for Hart, Norris, Calder? 

 

Greg Wyshynski 
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The NHL Awards races had an upheaval since our last edition. 

(Well, except for the one where Patrice Bergeron is the leader. You 
know, like every year.) 

But the races for MVP, best defenseman, top rookie, most dominant 
goalie and coach of the year all have new favorites. Such are the 
unpredictable dynamics of an unpredictable NHL season. 

Welcome to the NHL Awards Watch for January. We've polled a wide 
selection of Professional Hockey Writers Association voters anonymously 
to get a sense of where the wind is blowing for the current leaders. We've 
made sure it's a cross section from the entire league, trying to gain as 
many perspectives as possible. 

Bear in mind that the PHWA votes for the Hart, Norris, Calder, Selke and 
Lady Byng finalists; broadcasters vote for the Jack Adams; and general 
managers handle the Vezina. Also keep in mind the unofficial "you gotta 
be in it to win it" protocol for the Hart and the Jack Adams. 

All stats are from Hockey-Reference.com, Natural Stat Trick and 
Evolving Hockey. 

Jump ahead: 

Ross | Richard | Hart 

Norris | Selke | Vezina 

Calder | Byng | Adams 

Art Ross Trophy (points leader) 

Current leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

Watch out for: Tage Thompson, Buffalo Sabres 

Longer shot: Jason Robertson, Dallas Stars 

Maurice 'Rocket' Richard Trophy (leading goal scorer) 

Current leaders: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers; Jason Robertson, 
Dallas Stars 

Watch out for: Tage Thompson, Buffalo Sabres 

Longer shot: Bo Horvat, Vancouver Canucks 
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Hart Trophy (MVP) 

Leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

Finalists: Jason Robertson, Dallas Stars; Tage Thompson, Buffalo 
Sabres 

One of McDavid's greatest virtues is the way his play and 
accomplishments reduce the vocabulary of verbose hockey journalists to 
a few brusque phrases of astonishment. 

Among the justifications for voting McDavid as the top MVP pick were: 

"He's running away with it." 

"Shrug emoji." 

"Because holy s---." 

In 39 games, McDavid has 73 points. That puts him on pace for 154 
points this season, which would be the highest total since Mario 
Lemieux's 161 points in 70 games back in 1995-96, which is not a 
misprint. McDavid led the NHL with 33 goals in those 39 games and was 
one assist off of Nikita Kucherov's league-leading 41 helpers after 
Wednesday night. 

There was a 15-point gap between McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, his 
teammate and the second-leading scorer in the NHL through 
Wednesday. McDavid is seeking his third MVP win and his fifth time as a 
finalist. 

All that said, the Oilers are squarely on the playoff bubble. Many voters 
abide by the "you gotta be in it to win it" mantra. But that didn't deter our 
voters this month, as McDavid was ranked first on all but two ballots. "It's 
not his fault that the Oilers are a bubble team. They'd be a lottery team 
without him," one voter said. 

It would be interesting to see if Thompson would have garnered more 
than a single vote from our panelists if the Sabres were in a wild-card 
spot. Our last Awards Watch was  

Published Dec. 1, 2022. Since that time, Thompson's had more goals 
(16) than anyone in the NHL and was behind only McDavid in points (26) 
during that stretch. 

Through 36 games, Thompson had 30 goals and 25 assists for 55 points 
-- 12 goals and 13 points better than the Sabres' next highest scorer. 
He's a force of nature offensively: Thompson hasn't gone more than two 
games without a point this season and hasn't gone more than two games 
without a goal since Oct. 29. 

"Can one player lift a downtrodden franchise on his back and carry it to 
its first postseason since 2012?" asked one voter, who had Thompson 
second on their ballot. 

Robertson was the leader for the Hart last month. His production remains 
tremendous for the season -- 26 goals and 29 assists in 40 games -- 
which is why he ranked first on one ballot. The drop-off in support is likely 
more about McDavid's dominance than Thompson market-correcting him 
as the new hotness in the MVP race -- but don't discount the latter effect. 

These were the only three players mentioned by our voters. David 
Pastrnak, who was a finalist last month, didn't get a vote. 

Norris Trophy (top defenseman) 

Leader: Erik Karlsson, San Jose Sharks 

Finalists: Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres; Cale Makar, Colorado 
Avalanche 

By far, the closest awards race at this point in this season. 

Karlsson garnered the most first-place ballot support from our voters. The 
32-year-old defenseman is seeking his third Norris Trophy, having 
previously won the award in 2012 and 2015. He's been a finalist four 
times in his career. 

Karlsson has 53 points in 39 games to lead all defensemen in scoring. 
His 1.36 points per game average would be the highest for an NHL 
defenseman since Al MacInnis of the Calgary Flames in 1990-91 (1.32). 
Perhaps the most impressive part of that: 39 of his 53 points have come 
at even strength. 

"When a defenseman is on track to eclipse the 100-point barrier -- it 
hasn't happened since 1991-92 -- you hand him the Norris," one voter 
said. 

Stop me if you've heard this one before: The knock on Karlsson's Norris 
Trophy candidacy is his defensive effectiveness. The Sharks give up 
2.67 expected goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 with Karlsson on the ice 
and have a save percentage of .884. -- two of the worst defensive 
numbers among Sharks defensemen. 

"He finished second in 2016 after amassing 82 points. No chance he 
loses out after potting 100 this season," said one voter, who added "Cale 
Schmale" to underscore their support for Karlsson. Makar, who led this 
category last month, had the votes to be a finalist here. That's not a 
surprise based on his reputation -- many had him penciled in as the 
Norris winner before the 2022-23 season -- but perhaps a little surprising 
based on his actual results. 

There's no question Makar is having another great season. His 27:09 per 
game is more ice time than any other defenseman in the league. He had 
a points per game average of 0.94 through 36 contests. That's obviously 
a mark that most NHL defensemen would give their left skate to have, 
but that only ties him for fifth among defensemen this season. 

That average would also be the third-best average of Makar's career. 
He's running into the same problem that's plagued other annual awards 
darlings: Being judged against their past achievements rather than those 
of their peers at the moment. 

Dahlin was the NHL Awards Watch leader for the Norris in November but 
fell off the ballot last month, with one voter saying: "If Buffalo keeps on 
losing, we'll have to look elsewhere." 

Well, they stopped losing and guess who's back, back again? ("Dahlin's 
back ... tell a friend.") The Sabres defenseman was third in average ice 
time (26:21) and points (39) through 35 games. He's been effective in 
both ends at 5-on-5, although the majority of his points have come on the 
power play (21). He's a plus-14 on a Buffalo team that's not exactly 
known for its defense. As we mentioned, the Norris voting was close. 
One voter actually had Makar and Dahlin tied for first. 

Right behind these three were Adam Fox of the New York Rangers and 
Josh Morrissey of the Winnipeg Jets. 

"Adam Fox has my vote. Among all the defensemen with the counting 
numbers that have become a prerequisite for this award, Fox's 
suppression numbers really stand out," one voter said. "But I want to give 
Josh Morrissey some love here because he's been fantastic and it's likely 
nobody is paying attention because he's in Winnipeg." 

But Morrissey has had an incredible offensive season, with 43 points in 
38 games. That's usually the kind of output that lands a defenseman in a 
Norris finalist spot. 

"Do they do ad campaigns in Winnipeg?" another voter asked. 

Calder Trophy (top rookie) 

Leader: Matty Beniers, Seattle Kraken 

Finalists: Pyotr Kochetkov, Carolina Hurricanes; Logan Thompson, 
Vegas Golden Knights 

Beniers was the odds-on favorite to win the Calder before the season. 
The Kraken center has delivered on that promise and then some: 12 
goals and 27 points in 36 games, playing 17:12 per night which is second 
among all rookie forwards behind Noah Cates of the Flyers (17:51). 

He's given Seattle exactly what its lineup was lacking last season: a No. 
1 center to mesh with its collection of talented veteran wingers. Beniers 
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and Jordan Eberle have had particularly good chemistry. The former 
Michigan Wolverine has also hung in there defensively in his first full NHL 
season, which isn't always the case for young centers. Beniers topped 
over 66% of the voters' ballots. 

"He has really strengthened Seattle's center position," one voter said. 

That Beniers is being chased by two goaltenders at the moment speaks 
to a positional dilemma that both Hart and Calder voters grapple with 
every season: As one voter put it, "The challenge lies in what you value 
more: someone who has played more games or the overall impact they 
have had?" 

Thompson led the Calder race last month. He won 18 of his first 28 
games this season, with a .915 save percentage. His underlying numbers 
aren't elite. 

"A pedestrian 1.8 goals saved above expected, which ranks 35th in the 
NHL," said one voter. "But he has shored up a position of major 
concern." 

Thompson's narrative remains one of the most compelling of awards 
season: Rookie goalie gets thrown into the crease after starter Robin 
Lehner goes down for the season due to surgery and is tasked with 
backstopping one of the NHL's most prominent Cup contenders. That 
alone could get him a nomination. 

The problem for Thompson is that he's not the only rookie netminder with 
a shot at the Calder. There's Stuart Skinner with the Edmonton Oilers, 
who has a similar "save the team!" narrative to his season. And then 
there's Kochetkov, who won 10 of his first 15 appearances with sterling 
numbers (.924 save percentage, 2.08 goals-against average, three 
shutouts) for the Hurricanes. "If Pyotr Kochetkov keeps this up, he'll pass 
Thompson. But sample size matters in this two-horse race," said one 
voter. 

These were the only rookies given first-place votes by our panel. Two 
more players in the conversation after three months of the season: center 
Mason McTavish of the Anaheim Ducks, who has quietly moved within 
five points of Beniers as of Wednesday; and winger Matias Maccelli of 
the Arizona Coyotes, who had 22 points in his first 30 games. 

"Maccelli won't remain in the race because he's out another month with a 
knee injury, but his season was being completely overlooked on a bad 
team," one voter said. 

Vezina Trophy (top goaltender) 

Note: General managers vote for this award. 

Leader: Linus Ullmark, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Connor Hellebuyck, Winnipeg Jets; Ilya Sorokin, New York 
Islanders 

If the general managers follow the lead of the writers, this is a three-
goalie race. This trio of netminders was our top three in the December 
edition of the NHL Awards Watch. This time, it's Ullmark leading the pack 
instead of last month's top vote-getter Sorokin. 

Ullmark has been outstanding this season. He's 21-1-1 for the Bruins 
with a .939 save percentage and a 1.86 goals-against average. 
According to Money Puck, he leads the NHL in goals saved above 
expected with 21.5. 

"He has one regulation loss on the season. Already 15 fewer than John 
Gibson," one voter quipped. 

But one Ullmark backer admitted that it's anyone's Vezina. "This is a 
razor-thin race that could change multiple times between now and the 
end of the season," the voter said. 

Sorokin was the second-highest vote-getter among our panelists. It's 
easy to understand why: 14 wins in 25 games with a .926 save 
percentage and a 2.29 goals-against average. He's second to Ullmark in 
goals saved above average (19.1). 

One voter said: "Eyeball tests suggest to me that Sorokin is more 
dependent on his team for success than the other two, but then the 
Bruins are a machine." 

That voter backed Hellebuyck for the Vezina. "No. 2 in save percentage, 
No. 3 in goals saved above expected," the voter said. 

Not only that, but the Jets netminder's resurgence this season is a 
primary reason why Winnipeg is contending in the West. The general 
managers won't ignore that. 

Selke Trophy (best defensive forward) 

Leader: Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Nico Hischier, New Jersey Devils; Mitchell Marner, Toronto 
Maple Leafs 

Bergeron is firmly the favorite to win a sixth Selke Trophy, building on the 
NHL record that he established by winning it in 2021-22. It would be his 
12th straight nomination for the top defensive forward award, which is 
also a record: No NHL player has had that many consecutive 
nominations for an award. 

The Bruins get 62% of the shot attempts, 1.78 expected goals against 
per 60 minutes and a .959 save percentage when he's on the ice. He's 
still as dominant as they come. Plus, this might be his final season in the 
NHL. One assumes voters would like to give him a metaphorical gold 
watch before retirement. 

"His faceoff percentage, his attention to defensive details, his line's 
dominance when he's on the ice ... just change the name to the Bergeron 
Trophy," one voter opined. 

The only player other than Bergeron to get a first-place vote? That would 
be Marner. He's having an incredible offensive season for the Leafs, but 
Toronto fans and pundits have been building a case for him to be a Selke 
finalist. As Toronto Star columnist Kevin McGran wrote recently: "He is 
the first penalty-kill option on a top penalty-killing team. And 5-on-5? The 
best defense is a strong offense." 

One challenge for Marner: He's a winger, and we haven't had a winger 
win the Selke since Jere Lehtinen of the Dallas Stars in 2002-03. 

Other candidates mentioned by voters did not receive a first-place vote. 
Of that group, Hischier had the most juice. The Devils have a .935 save 
percentage at 5-on-5 when he's on the ice, and they give up just 1.66 
goals against per 60 minutes. 

One voter said Hischier is "a close second" to Bergeron. Another said: 
"He's been such an enormous part of their success at both ends of the 
ice. I can't think of any recent No. 1 overall pick who gets less attention 
than Hischier." 

Other players mentioned by our panelists: Phillip Danault of the Los 
Angeles Kings, who was in the top three in our last Awards Watch; 
Mikael Backlund of the Calgary Flames, who one voter said "is really 
growing on me here" as an underrated Selke candidate; and Frederick 
Gaudreau of the Minnesota Wild. 

Lady Byng Trophy (gentlemanly play) 

This is the part where I mention that the Lady Byng Trophy for 
gentlemanly play should be voted on by the league's on-ice officials or by 
the NHL Players' Association. 

That established, the Byng usually just goes to the best player with the 
fewest penalty minutes. So we'll proclaim New Jersey Devils center Jack 
Hughes (two PIM, 44 points in 38 games) as the clubhouse leader for the 
award. 

Jack Adams Award (best coach) 

Note: The NHL Broadcasters' Association votes on this award. 

Leader: Jim Montgomery, Boston Bruins 
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Finalists: Rick Bowness, Winnipeg Jets; Lindy Ruff, New Jersey Devils 

Montgomery had double the support of either of the other two coaches 
here. 

By now, the Jack Adams voting trends have been well established. It 
usually goes to two types of coaches: ones who take a mediocre team 
and make it good, and ones whose fingerprints are clearly visible in 
shaping their success. 

Montgomery took a good team and made it a juggernaut but also easily 
fulfills that second criteria. He's given the Bruins a sense of 
accountability, he has unleashed their blue-line offense and the players 
have total buy-in for what he's preaching. 

"They're on pace for 137 points, which would be an NHL record," one 
voter said. "When I spoke to their beat writers at the start of the season, 
they had them pegged for the No. 7 or No. 8 seed in the East. Just a 
ridiculous season that Boston is crafting." 

Ruff led the race for the Jack Adams last month, but the Devils hit a 
bumpy patch in December. He might actually fulfill both criteria: turning 
around a non-playoff team and having it play his brand of attacking, 
transition hockey. 

"I'm already resigned to the fact that Jim Montgomery is going to win this, 
but it seems the two defining characteristics of his first season in Boston 
are 'got otherworldly goaltending' and 'isn't Bruce Cassidy,'" one Ruff 
supporter said. "Ruff, meanwhile, has the Devils looking a lot like his 
Sabres teams from the 2000s. Yes, they're in a bit of a funk right now, 
but any coach that survives an arena chant calling for his firing only to 
get the same fans to collectively apologize in the same way gets my 
vote." 

Bowness rounds out the top three. He's gotten a defensive commitment 
from the Jets that other coaches haven't, and has helped players like 
Morrissey level up. And in another grand tradition for Jack Adams voters, 
his team is also being carried by a Vezina-caliber goalie. 

Other candidates receiving first-place votes included Jared Bednar of the 
Colorado Avalanche, Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Bruce Cassidy of the Vegas Golden Knights, the latter of whom was in 
our top three last month. 

Personally, we'd love to see Montgomery and Cassidy both as Jack 
Adams finalists because we're messy like that. 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings - 1-32 poll, standings point projections 
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The mathematical midpoint of the 2022-23 NHL regular season is close 
at hand, and some teams have already played in their 41st game. 
Sounds like the perfect time to take the temperature of each club against 
their preseason over/under point projections from Caesars Sportsbook. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most recent edition,  

Published Dec. 30. Points percentages are through Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 84.21% 

Next seven days: @ SJ (Jan. 7), @ ANA (Jan. 8), vs. SEA (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 97 

Points pace: 138.1 

Boston heard its offseason critics (Too old! Too hurt! Too far gone!) and 
issued a resounding rebuttal as the biggest overachievers from their 
preseason pace and this season's current Stanley Cup favorites. The 
Bruins show no signs of slowing either on the back of excellent 
goaltending, depth scoring (which could be tested with Jake DeBrusk 
out) and lock-down defense. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 71.79% 

Next seven days: @ CBJ (Jan. 7), vs. NJ (Jan. 10), @ CBJ (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 103.5 

Points pace: 117.7 

Carolina riding an 11-game win streak into the New Year is just one 
reason they're second -- behind Boston -- in outpacing preseason 
projections. The Hurricanes have it all, from a rookie phenom goaltender 
in Pyotr Kochetkov to balanced offense, solid special teams and 
dominant defense. No wonder Carolina has recorded just one regulation 
loss since late November. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 67.95% 

Next seven days: vs. DET (Jan. 7), @ PHI (Jan. 8), vs. NSH (Jan. 11), @ 
DET (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 107.5 

Points pace: 111.4 

Toronto is surpassing preseason estimates that didn't even account for a 
logjam of defensive injuries. The Leafs weathered that storm with a 
surprisingly strong goalie tandem, top performances from their best 
players and an enviable depth that has held up over time. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 68.29% 

Next seven days: vs. LA (Jan. 7), vs. FLA (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 97 

Points pace: 112.0 

Vegas' own couldn't predict the impact new coach Bruce Cassidy, a 
healthy Jack Eichel and a steady Logan Thompson would have on their 
hometown team. The Golden Knights are opportunistic, with a depth of 
talent to complement the resiliency that's propelled their climb up the 
standings. 

5. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 64.47% 

Next seven days: vs. TB (Jan. 6), vs. VAN (Jan. 8), @ DET (Jan. 10), @ 
BUF (Jan. 12) 
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Preseason O/U: 88.5 

Points pace: 105.7 

Winnipeg is thriving well beyond preseason expectations under new 
defensive-minded coach Rick Bowness, who has molded his team into 
one of the league's stingiest clubs. That kept the Jets soaring through 
injuries, and several players are eyeing a return in early 2023. That could 
put Winnipeg even further ahead. 

6. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 65.38% 

Next seven days: vs. NYR (Jan. 7), @ CAR (Jan. 10) 

Preseason O/U: 89.5 

Points pace: 107.2 

New Jersey steamrolled its way through the league -- and past their 
projected points pace -- with 21 wins in 26 games to start the season. 
The Devils have cooled since, and they're one of the most impressive 
overachievers from preseason estimates. New Jersey getting healthy in 
the coming weeks could help them surge back up league standings. 

7. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 65.00% 

Next seven days: vs. FLA (Jan. 8), @ NYI (Jan. 10), @ NYR (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 93.5 

Points pace: 106.6 

Dallas couldn't help hustling past preseason projections with Jason 
Robertson leading the charge. Robertson's line with Roope Hintz and Joe 
Pavelski has been among the league's best, and the Stars' veterans 
have shined in unexpectedly strong complementary roles. Dallas has 
rightly earned its reputation as a potential team to beat this season. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 66.22% 

Next seven days: @ WPG (Jan. 6), vs. CBJ (Jan. 10), vs. VAN (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 103.5 

Points pace: 108.6 

Tampa Bay might have slipped off track during an early-season slump. 
Instead, the Lightning bounced back to begin outkicking their own 
projected preseason coverage. Brayden Point becoming one of the 
NHL's hottest scorers helps, and Victor Hedman has been terrific. Tampa 
Bay looks increasingly more like the team that repeated as Stanley Cup 
champions. 

9. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 62.50% 

Next seven days: @ NJ (Jan. 7), vs. MIN (Jan. 10), vs. DAL (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 101 

Points pace: 102.5 

New York is sticking closest to its preseason pace. But will that hold true 
in the second half? December was the Rangers' best month to date 
which could foreshadow an improved New York team moving into that 
overachiever category. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 62.16% 

Next seven days: @ BUF (Jan. 7), vs. STL (Jan. 8), @ NYR (Jan. 10), @ 
NYI (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 102.5 

Points pace: 101.9 

Minnesota's lackluster October and early November put them off their 
predicted pace. But the Wild have evolved into a better team since then, 
one that could easily meet -- or jump ahead of -- those preseason 
projections, especially if Kirill Kaprizov (tremendous) and Marc-Andre 
Fleury (resurgent) continuing leading the way. 

11. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 60.98% 

Next seven days: vs. NSH (Jan. 6), vs. CBJ (Jan. 8), @ PHI (Jan. 11) 

Preseason O/U: 96.5 

Points pace: 100.00 

Washington's streak through December has evened them out with the 
preseason odds after they were well behind earlier this season. 
Continued strong play could have the Capitals pushing their pace even 
higher. Washington boasts just one regulation loss in its last 13 games, a 
budding young goaltender in Charlie Lindgren and a bonafide superstar 
for the ages in Alex Ovechkin. Everything suddenly feels more possible 
for Washington this season. 

12. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 61.11% 

Next seven days: @ OTT (Jan. 7), @ MTL (Jan. 9), @ BUF (Jan. 10), @ 
BOS (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 79.5 

Points pace: 100.2 

Seattle is in the opposite of a sophomore slump. Rather, the Kraken are 
one of this season's great surprises, on the ice and in challenging their 
projected odds after a rough freshman showing. Seattle's dominant 
offense has hidden some deficiencies in goal, but the Kraken are on 
pace towards an inaugural playoff berth come spring. 

13. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 57.89% 

Next seven days: @ ARI (Jan. 8), vs. VAN (Jan. 10) 

Preseason O/U: 100.5 

Points pace: 94.9 

Pittsburgh's penchant towards feast-or-famine has put them slightly off 
the mark. Case in point: a seven-game win streak through December 
bleeding into losing six of seven. The Penguins can recalibrate by getting 
more out of their bottom six and wrangling consistent goaltending from 
Casey DeSmith while Tristan Jarry deals with a lower-body injury. 

14. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 59.52% 
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Next seven days: @ VGK (Jan. 7), vs. EDM (Jan. 9), vs. SJ (Jan. 11) 

Preseason O/U: 94 

Points pace: 97.6 

Los Angeles is lucky Pheonix Copley stepped up last month. If he hadn't, 
the Kings might have glided off their above-average pace. L.A. got there 
without even one point-per-game forward, either. The Kings have a by-
committee approach starting with solid defensive details, a depth of 
contributions and now, consistent work from Copley between the pipes. 

15. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 55.41% 

Next seven days: @ EDM (Jan. 7), vs. FLA (Jan. 10), @ CHI (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 112.5 

Points pace: 90.9 

Colorado has tumbled away from their projected points pace. That can 
happen when a lineup is decimated by injury. The Avalanche will slowly 
get healthier -- Nathan MacKinnon's recent return was a welcome boost -
- but Colorado can't wait for everyone to be healthy to start stringing 
some wins together. The Central Division is too good. 

16. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 55.56% 

Next seven days: vs. MIN (Jan. 7), vs. PHI (Jan. 9), vs. SEA (Jan. 10), 
vs. WPG (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 79 

Points pace: 91.1 

Buffalo lost its way during an eight-game slide in November, but the 
Sabres' have rebounded to trend above preseason estimates. And that's 
no fluke, either. Buffalo leads the league in goals per game (3.94), has 
the second-ranked power play (28.2%) and a blossoming superstar in 
Tage Thompson. Reaching the postseason this season is no pipe dream 
for the Sabres. 

17. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 57.50% 

Next seven days: @ CGY (Jan. 6), vs. DAL (Jan. 10), vs. MIN (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 90.5 

Points pace: 94.3 

New York has predictably hummed right along with its preseason 
expectations. After all, the Islanders were mostly banking on in-house 
improvements driving their playoff hopes. The stacked Metropolitan won't 
make it an easy run, but New York is benefitting from excellent 
goaltending and averaging 3.16 goals per game in support that could 
keep them above that projected curve. 

18. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 55.13% 

Next seven days: vs. NYI (Jan. 6), @ CHI (Jan. 8), @ STL (Jan. 10), @ 
STL (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 103 

Points pace: 90.4 

Calgary was anticipated to be a Pacific powerhouse. The Flames' 
offseason makeover caused some unexpected turbulence though -- as 
did Jacob Markstrom's early struggles -- and Calgary has operated below 
its projected pace. However, the Flames' more recent bursts of 
consistency could have them back on track before spring. 

19. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 54.17% 

Next seven days: vs. FLA (Jan. 6), @ TOR (Jan. 7), vs. WPG (Jan. 10), 
vs. TOR (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 83.5 

Points pace: 88.8 

Detroit has bested the bookmakers' predictions so far after an aggressive 
offseason that has paid early dividends. Ville Husso is top 20 among 
league starters in save percentage (.908) and goals-against average 
(2.86), Dominik Kubalik and David Perron have added needed offensive 
depth, and overall, the Red Wings are committed to better team defense. 
That's how Detroit will keep exceeding expectations, too. 

20. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 55.00% 

Next seven days: vs. COL (Jan. 7), @ LA (Jan. 9), @ ANA (Jan. 11) 

Preseason O/U: 103.5 

Points pace: 90.2 

Edmonton's preseason outlook didn't account for Jack Campbell's 
bafflingly poor play or the quick loss of Evander Kane to a scary wrist 
injury. So now the inconsistent Oilers have not only fallen off pace, but 
are barely holding a playoff spot. Something's got to change for the 
Oilers to get on track. 

21. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 54.05% 

Next seven days: @ WSH (Jan. 6), @ OTT (Jan. 9), @ TOR (Jan. 11), 
@ MTL (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 98.5 

Points pace: 88.6 

Nashville caught oddsmakers' attention despite that first-round playoff 
sweep last spring. But the Predators haven't reached predicted heights, 
even with Filip Forsberg and his eight-year extension locked in. Nashville 
is bottom-five in scoring (2.63 goals per game) and top-tier skaters like 
Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen aren't producing as expected. Getting 
back to the postseason means punching up their totals -- fast. 

22. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 52.56% 

Next seven days: @ MTL (Jan. 7), @ MIN (Jan. 8), vs. CGY (Jan. 10), 
vs. CGY (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 94.5 

Points pace: 86.2 

St. Louis is markedly below their expected pace -- but hey, it could be 
worse. The Blues went from bad early on to showing flashes of 
excellence. But now they're operating with Ryan O'Reilly and Vladimir 
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Tarasenko on IR. How St. Louis responds to another bout of adversity 
(can more role players step up?) could tell the true tale of their season. 

23. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 48.72% 

Next seven days: @ DET (Jan. 6), @ DAL (Jan. 8), @ COL (Jan. 10), @ 
VGK (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 106.5 

Points pace: 79.9 

Florida is neck-and-neck with Columbus for the dubious honor of lagging 
furthest behind their preseason points pace. The Panthers insist there's 
still time to right the ship, and doing so would take a combination of 
effort, health, increased offense and consistent goaltending. 

24. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 51.32% 

Next seven days: vs. SEA (Jan. 7), vs. NSH (Jan. 9), @ ARI (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 84.5 

Points pace: 84.2 

Ottawa's active offseason didn't move the needle much for the 
sportsbooks -- and the Senators have fallen right in line with their 
projected pace. Ottawa's injury issues -- particularly on the blue line -- 
haven't helped matters, but lately the Senators look more cohesive. 
That's led to more consistent victories and a pattern that might have 
Ottawa ending the campaign as an overachiever if it keeps up. 

25. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 48.68% 

Next seven days: @ WPG (Jan. 8), @ PIT (Jan. 10), @ TB (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 92.5 

Points pace: 79.8 

Vancouver's underperformance isn't necessarily so glaring when taken 
as a result of all the off-ice drama. There was preseason drama around 
Bruce Boudreau's long-term status, questionable contract negotiations 
and what could be expected of Brock Boeser, Elias Pettersson and 
Quinn Hughes. Turns out, that was the tip on the iceberg on Vancouver's 
quandaries. We'll see how team president Jim Rutherford & Co. 
approach trade season to set the Canucks up for more future success. 

26. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 42.31% 

Next seven days: vs. STL (Jan. 7), vs. SEA (Jan. 9), vs. NSH (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 71.5 

Points pace: 69.4 

Montreal has regressed from a surprisingly hot start to be just a bit 
behind its preseason pace. But the Canadiens continue to slip. Montreal 
was outscored 26-8 on a recent five-game skid, has one regulation win 
since Dec. 1 and too many passengers all around. That formula won't 
keep Montreal ahead of its curve. 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 47.44% 

Next seven days: vs. TOR (Jan. 8), @ BUF (Jan. 9), vs. WSH (Jan. 11) 

Preseason O/U: 73.5 

Points pace: 77.8 

Philadelphia is, essentially, what the oddsmakers thought they'd be. 
Nothing wrong with that. The Flyers will glide their way into trade season 
as a team looking to deal players, and see where that takes them. Is it a 
rebuild? A retool? A lottery win for the No. 1 overall pick? Time will tell. 

28. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 32.43% 

Next seven days: vs. CAR (Jan. 7), @ WSH (Jan. 8), @ TB (Jan. 10), vs. 
CAR (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 81.5 

Points pace: 53.2 

Columbus' season has defied even the oddsmakers' relatively humble 
projections. The Johnny Gaudreau bump was washed out by a tidal wave 
of injuries holding the Blue Jackets under water. Spotty netminding and 
averaging the second-highest shots against per game (35.3) is a bad 
combination, too. Columbus' goal should be staying competitive in the 
second half. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 41.89% 

Next seven days: @ CHI (Jan. 6), vs. PIT (Jan. 8), vs. SJ (Jan. 10), vs. 
OTT (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 63.5 

Points pace: 68.7 

Arizona is on pace now to exceed preseason projections -- for which 
Karel Vejmelka and his excellent play in net deserve credit -- but how 
long will that last? And could that margin actually grow even further? The 
Coyotes have been surprisingly competitive until now, and if Jakob 
Chychrun remains on the team -- and remains healthy -- Arizona should 
have a solid outlook on the rest of this season. 

30. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 39.74% 

Next seven days: @ ANA (Jan. 6), vs. BOS (Jan. 7), @ ARI (Jan. 10), @ 
LA (Jan. 11) 

Preseason O/U: 73 

Points pace: 65.2 

San Jose has stumbled off its preseason pace, but perhaps by a lesser 
margin than they might have if not for Erik Karlsson's career year. Now, 
with the Sharks projected to be dealing players away come trade season 
-- and Karlsson in the mix as potentially on the move -- San Jose's fall off 
track could become more acute. 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 33.33% 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (Jan. 6), vs. BOS (Jan. 8), vs. EDM (Jan. 11) 

Preseason O/U: 80 
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Points pace: 54.7 

Anaheim wasn't expected to be a playoff contender. And now the Ducks -
- by virtue of earning only three regulation victories through their first 38 
games -- are right there with Florida and Columbus as slinking furthest 
off their preseason points pace. A silver lining? The Ducks' odds in the 
Connor Bedard Sweepstakes have greatly improved from a few months 
ago. 

32. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 27.03% 

Next seven days: vs. ARI (Jan. 6), vs. CGY (Jan. 8), vs. COL (Jan. 12) 

Preseason O/U: 65.5 

Points pace: 44.3 

Chicago is more all-in with its rebuild/fall for Connor Bedard than the 
sportsbooks thought. There were low expectations for the Blackhawks 
going into this season, and still they're top five among teams tracking 
away from that preseason pace. But given what Chicago is trying to 
accomplish, maybe that's a good thing? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Scout's Analysis: How good can Connor Bedard be in the 
NHL? 

 

Jason Bukala | January 6, 2023, 10:44 AM 

4–5 minutes 

 

Jason Bukala joins David Amber on Hockey Central to discuss Connor 
Bedard's performance at the World Juniors, along with why Joshua Roy's 
stock rose at the tournament, and who makes this year's draft class so 
deep. 

One of the questions I get asked most is: “who does that player remind 
you of?” 

Another one is: “what does a prospect project to be at the NHL level?” 

The short answer when describing Connor Bedard is: he’s the best 
prospect I have seen for several years. He’s a superstar in the making. 

Here’s why: 

1. Bedard isn’t the quickest or fastest player in his draft class, but he has 
the leg strength, and skating stride, to surprise opponents in transition. 
He’s quicker and faster than he looks. He almost sneaks up on 
opponents (as ridiculous as that sounds). He reminds me of Mitch 
Marner, pace wise, when he came into the NHL. Marner has added more 
speed as he has matured. Bedard will do the same. 

2. As much as coaches will attempt to teach players the right way to play 
the game it comes down to a prospect's hockey IQ. Bedard is blessed 
with an elite understanding of how to play the game. He sees the ice with 
the puck on his stick, and slips through holes in the offensive zone like an 
NFL running back slinking his way through blockers. He’s a calculating 
player in the offensive zone, like Patrick Kane. 

3. Modern day technology has increased the whip on players' sticks and 
now NHLers are shooting the puck harder than ever. Bedard uses a 70 
flex stick, which is whippy by most standards at this level, and certainly 
the NHL. But he has the unique ability to lean into a puck and throw it in 
exactly the right location. He rarely misses the net. At times he will have 

a shot blocked like all players will, but watch him closely and you will see 
almost all Bedard's shots are on target. He shoots the puck like Auston 
Matthews. Bedard’s deceptive release is that good. 

4. Some players crave offence. They want to be the “go-to guy” in every 
key scoring scenario. Bedard is equal parts Marner, Kane and Matthews 
when it comes to how much he wants to score. The most beautiful aspect 
of Bedard’s game is the fact he is willing to work, consistently, for the full 
60 minutes. He doesn’t take shifts off. 

5. People are going to suggest the media and scouting community are 
over-shooting Bedard’s upside by labeling him a “generational talent." It’s 
not up to me to have people accept his pedigree for what it is. My 
colleagues on the scouting tour collectively agree he is exactly as 
described. In fact the majority believe he will have the same impact as 
Sidney Crosby and Connor McDavid. 

Considerations 

Here is my Connor Bedard scouting card. Notice his point production 
year over year. 

His list of records and awards is too long to list, year over year. With that 
in mind, let's only consider his accomplishments over the past two years: 

• U18 World Championship Gold Medal (2021) 

• U20 World Championship Gold Medal (2022 & 2023) 

• U18 Top 3 Player (2021-2022) 

• WHL East All-Star (2021-2022) 

• U20 WJC All-Star (2023) 

• U20 WJC Best Forward (2023) 

• U20 WJC Best Plus/Minus (2023) 

• U20 WJC Most Goals (2023) 

• U20 WJC Most Assists (2023) 

• U20 WJC Most Points (2023) 

• U20 WJC MVP (2023) 

If these examples don’t shine the spotlight on a “generational talent” I 
don’t know what a player has to do to earn the right to be identified as 
such. 

Conclusion 

Connor Bedard brings parts of several players to his game. I’m most 
comfortable using the Mitch Marner/Patrick Kane/Auston Matthews 
blender as what he actually is overall. 

Bedard is a future NHL star and we are fortunate to have him leading the 
way as the next “generational star player” for the NHL. Whoever ends up 
getting him at the top of the draft will have a very special player on their 
hands who could change the fortunes of an organization. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens notebook: WJC heroics show Joshua Roy can 
be a complete NHL player 

 

Eric Engels | January 6, 2023, 5:00 PM11–14 minutes 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — While the hockey world was watching Joshua Roy 
score tantalizing goals and make beautiful plays, including his gem of an 
assist on Dylan Guenther’s goal-medal goal in overtime of Canada’s 
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thrilling win over Czechia on Thursday night, Jocelyn Thibault was 
watching a junior star mature into a future NHL player. 

The former NHL goaltender, current head of Hockey Quebec and part-
owner of Roy’s Quebec Major Junior team, the Sherbrooke Phoenix, was 
elated to see his player add 11 points in seven games to the eight he had 
in seven during the summer tournament. Roy wraps his world junior 
career by passing Jonathan Huberdeau to become the highest-scoring 
Quebec-born player in tournament history. 

But the biggest delight for Thibault was watching Roy excel in all facets 
of the game on the global stage. 

“The way he became a complete player, the way he checked and played 
5-on-5 and penalty kill, really impressed me,” Thibault told Sportsnet on 
Friday. “He was able to play on both sides of the puck, and that makes 
me really proud of him. 

"Since he’s been like six years old, we knew he could score goals and 
had a lot of talent. But now that he’s becoming that complete player, he’s 
proving he won’t be a liability at a higher level. He can play 5-on-5 in 
tight-checking games, he can kill penalties in high-pressure games, and 
that really makes me proud.” 

It’s been easy to get caught up in Roy’s natural abilities since he 
emerged as the top pick in the QMJHL Draft in 2019. 

Scouts didn’t, however, heading into the 2021 NHL Draft. Even if they 
saw the Saint-Georges-de-Beauce, Que., native producing at a near 
point-per-game pace through his first two seasons with the Saint John’s 
Seadogs, he was chosen in the fifth round, 150th overall by the 
Canadiens because several teams were concerned about his physical 
condition and his commitment to playing an all-around game. 

What Roy’s proven since then is that he has a burning desire to realize 
his potential and will do anything he can to get to the next level. 

After the Canadiens drafted him, they wanted him to lose weight. Roy 
lost 20 lbs. 

Since leading the Quebec League with 119 points in 66 games last 
season, the Canadiens asked him to focus on rounding out his game. 
Roy’s showing at the world junior tournament—as an elite penalty killer, 
and as the guy doing most of the dirty work on his line with generational 
player Connor Bedard and future star Logan Stankoven—displayed how 
much he took that to heart. 

He could’ve coasted on his skill, which Thibault said would’ve been easy 
for him considering just how much of it he possesses. 

“I’ve always liked Josh and always been a fan of his, even if he had some 
things to work on,” Thibault said. “His hockey sense is a 4.5 out of 5, if 
not a 5. His hockey sense is very, very high. His skill level is for sure at 
least a 4 out of 5, if not more. His hockey sense, his skill, his feel is all 
elite level, it’s world-class level. 

“I wasn’t sure his speed would match the standards of that competition, 
at first, last summer, but I thought he did really well and that convinced 
me his speed is pretty good. He also doesn’t skate for no reason. I’m not 
saying he’s Mario Lemieux but, like Mario, he doesn’t skate for no 
reason. When he takes a stride, it’s for a purpose. I really liked his speed 
in this tournament. It’s not like a roadrunner, but it’s good enough and it’s 
going to improve with time. His speed really comforted me.” 

But again, the biggest comfort for Thibault was seeing Roy play a much 
more complete game. 

“It’s a credit to him,” he said, “he’s really worked on that.” 

“It’s a commitment,” Thibault continued. “For smart players like him, it’s 
not that hard to understand it’s not that hard to play defensively, it just 
requires commitment. The credit goes to him. He decided he wanted to 
have a more complete game. And to be able to do it at that level, with the 
best players in the world at his age, is unreal.” 

Thibault said pairing Roy with Bedard, who’s the best player in the world 
at his age, was one of the smartest decisions any coach of any team at 
the tournament had made. 

“To find someone to play with Bedard, you need someone who has a 
very high hockey IQ,” he said. “You need to have skills, but you need to 
have hockey IQ to play with the best players. You need someone who 
understands what goes through Bedard’s head and the way he’s going to 
play the game. Just to find someone who could complete him by thinking 
on the same level was genius.” 

It was largely beneficial to Roy, as well, and the belief is that the whole 
experience will only take him further in his development as he returns to 
Sherbrooke to complete a season that’s already seen him produce 43 
points in 26 games. 

Kaiden Guhle out at least two months with left knee injury 

It didn’t look good when Guhle collided with Florida Panthers captain 
Aleksander Barkov and left a game the Canadiens ended up losing 7-2 
on Dec. 29, and it looks even worse now. 

He passed by media members outside the Canadiens dressing room 
after Thursday’s loss to the New York Rangers sporting a big brace over 
his left knee and it was announced on Friday morning he’ll be out a 
minimum of eight weeks. 

A painful development, no doubt, for the 20-year-old, and an equally 
painful one for his teammates. 

They’ve been as impressed as any of us watching him play each game, 
with his most recent partner, Joel Edmundson, suggesting he should’ve 
been a sure-fire candidate for the Calder Trophy as rookie of the year. 

“In my opinion, absolutely,” Edmundson said. “I feel like, for that, they 
mostly look at stats and points and everything. But, for myself, I look at 
him defensively and the way he can chip in offensively, and in my mind, 
he’s had a great rookie season so far. Hopefully these eight weeks fly by 
for him, and we can get him back in the lineup sooner than later.” 

Guhle’s absence has already been felt through three-and-a-half games 
and only partially mitigated by the return to play of David Savard. 

It’s going to be that much more noticeable if the Canadiens can’t soon 
pull out of their current tailspin, which has seen them lose 10 of their last 
11 games. 

Still, there will be more opportunity for fellow rookies Jordan Harris, Arber 
Xhekaj, Johnathan Kovacevic and Justin Barron to help fill the void, 
especially with Mike Matheson still sidelined by a lower-body injury for 
what’s expected to be another two weeks. 

It’ll be at least that long before Brendan Gallagher plays again after 
recently re-injuring the lower-body ailment that kept him out between 
Nov. 29 and Dec. 29. 

Same goes for Sean Monahan, who is skating regularly and rehabbing a 
broken foot. 

Meanwhile, if Guhle’s absence has already been felt, and will continue to 
be, Monahan’s has undeniably played a huge role in how the Canadiens 
have fared since Dec. 5. 

Whatever concerns fans might have had about his trade value dipping 
due to injury should be mitigated by how much his value to the 
Canadiens has been reinforced through his absence. 

“I knew how valuable he was when he was in the lineup,” said coach 
Martin St. Louis on the subject after Friday’s practice, “and I think 
moments like this confirms what I thought.” 

In addition to putting up 17 points through his first 25 games as a 
Canadien, Monahan brought stability and balance to Montreal’s centre 
position. He’s a big part of whatever limited success the team has had on 
the power play thus far and a safety valve for top centre Nick Suzuki, 
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who could use someone else to shoulder a bit of the load while he 
attempts to redeem his scoring touch. 

Scouts from other teams regularly viewing Montreal games have noticed 
what the Canadiens look like with and without Monahan. Their opinions 
have only been reinforced in his absence. 

Edmundson’s trade value remains intact 

Speaking with an executive from an Eastern Conference team not in 
need of a player like Edmundson, I asked if scouts could keep his 
performance this season in context. 

I did because his statistics—and even what we see from him—not 
necessarily being on par he established through his first two seasons 
with the Canadiens can easily be balanced from my vantage point but 
perhaps not as easily from someone else’s. 

I don’t have to watch just some of the games; I have to watch all of them. 
It’s more obvious to me that some of what we’re seeing from Edmundson 
has to do with a) being paired with three different left-handed rookies 
who are all playing the right side when skating next to him and b) having 
to play above his head against the top line for almost every shift. 

But that might not be as obvious to someone who watches him for a 
sequence of games here or there. 

“Everyone knows who he is and what he’s about, though,” the executive 
said. “Teams know he’s not currently in the chair they’d place him in if he 
was on their team. They know he’s a solid player. Many teams will want 
him, and he’s got that nastiness to him that teams love for the playoffs.” 

Can Edmundson play better? Absolutely. 

But even St. Louis took exception to the suggestion he might not be 
playing as well as he did last year. 

“You can’t convince me Joel Edmundson’s not having a good year,” the 
coach said. “He’s a big reason my young defencemen are comfortable on 
the ice and comfortable coming to the rink every day and are comfortable 
in the room. That’s thanks to guys like Joel Edmundson. It’s easy to look 
at the stats and question his impact, but you can’t convince me he hasn’t 
been good.” 

Meanwhile, part of Edmundson’s ability to be better will be based on his 
ability to tune out speculation over his future as we approach the Mar. 3 
trade deadline. 

It’s something he’s already dealing with. 

That it’s a new thing for Edmundson could make it that much more 
challenging. 

“It’s hard to avoid anything like that in this market,” the 6-foot-5, 29-year-
old said. “You turn on the TV or you go on social media and see 
something. But honestly, it’s something I’ve never really been through 
before. In St. Louis, I had a feeling I was getting traded, and it happened, 
so there was no surprise there. Then I signed here in Montreal, and this 
is kind of the first time this has happened to me. 

"For myself, I’m trying to stay off social media as much as I can. I don’t 
want to see all that stuff, I don’t really care. I just worry about this team 
right now. Whatever happens, happens, it’s a business. But I’ve told the 
team I want to stay here, and I love playing here. That’s my main 
focus…” 

Teams will continue to watch with interest, especially with him being 
under contract for one more season for a digestible $3.5-million. 

Another executive suggested that extra year might back a team or two 
off, given how tight every team is financially at the moment and the very 
real possibility the cap is not going up by more than a million this 
summer. 

He said, Edmundson’s back issues over the past couple of years are a 
factor in that, adding, “If an injury turns him into a $3.5-million third-
pairing guy next season, that could be a concern.” 

“But there will still be enough with interest in Edmundson that they’ll give 
up to get him,” he continued. “Look at the history; teams always want 
players like that for playoff runs, and having cost-certainty for an extra 
year is generally a good thing.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Morrissey shows why he's an All-Star yet again as Jets 
beat Lightning 

 

Ken Wiebe | January 7, 2023, 12:38 AM8–10 minutes 

 

WINNIPEG — When he was asked to join Rick Bowness in his office for 
a chat on Thursday afternoon, Josh Morrissey wasn’t entirely sure what 
was going to be on the docket. 

A meeting with the head coach can sometimes be equated with a trip to 
the principal’s office, but that was not the case this time. 

It turns out the Winnipeg Jets bench boss had some good news to deliver 
and the words were music to the ears of Morrissey, whose standout 
season had earned him a trip to South Florida for the NHL All-Star Game 
next month. 

“Bones just pulled me into his office. You never know where that’s going 
to go,” Morrissey said with a chuckle on Friday after the morning skate. 
“As soon as he started talking I kind of had a feeling. It was emotional. It 
was exciting for me. 

“To be recognized and get to go to the All-Star game, that’s a pretty big 
deal to me. All the people that have helped you along the way in 
improving your game and working on your game, the ups and downs of 
your career, it’s just a pretty cool acknowledgement.” 

Not to mention a well-deserved one for the 2013 first-rounder. 

When it comes to the emotion of the moment, you can easily understand 
why this hits home for Morrissey - who endured some of those ups-and-
downs as he kept the failing health of his father Tom out of the headlines 
until he passed away from a bout with cancer in August of 2021. 

“Obviously there’s ups and downs in your career. Whether that’s 
throughout your entire career or over the last number of years for me. I’m 
not too far removed from a couple tough seasons with family stuff going 
on,” said Morrissey. “Sometimes tough nights and not sure, at that point 
in time, becoming an All-Star seemed pretty far away. So it’s just 
rewarding to put in the work and have the people around you supporting 
and helping you and be rewarded with that recognition. 

“Just dealing with those times, and certainly thinking about my Dad. He’s 
not here to see this. He always thought that was something I could 
become in this league and achieve. So it just meant a lot to me to know 
he’s watching. I’m sure he’s very proud and looking down. That’s where a 
lot of the emotion came from.” 

Morrissey’s season has been nothing short of impressive, a rare 
combination of high-end production, coupled with handling the toughest 
defensive minutes and going head-to-head with the opposition’s most 
talented players on a nightly basis. 

That trend continued on Friday night against the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
where Morrissey chipped in another three assists in a 4-2 victory. 

Those eye-popping offensive totals have now reached seven goals, 39 
assists and 46 points in 39 games. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 7, 2023 

 

He’s already hit career-bests in assists and points and there’s more than 
half a season left to play. 

Morrissey hasn’t gone consecutive games without collecting at least a 
point and his defensive-zone play hasn’t suffered. 

“It’s incredibly tough. It’s probably the hardest thing. You look at the 
Norris Trophy the last couple years, it goes out to the guy with lots of 
points,” said Jets defenceman Nate Schmidt, who was one of four 
players who returned to the lineup on Friday, joining Nikolaj Ehlers, Blake 
Wheeler and Cole Perfetti. “The guys that are able to do both, in my 
opinion, are such an incredible part of the game. It’s something that, 
whether you’re good at having it, taking it off guys, going the other way, 
or you're solid defensively and guys aren’t getting to the net front, you 
look at your (Victor) Hedmans, you look at your (Cale) Makars, they’re a 
little bit different but both defend in their own way. 

“It’s the pinnacle of defencemen. If you can do both, that’s the best of 
both worlds.” 

Should he continue to produce anywhere close to his current pace, 
Morrissey will establish a franchise record for D-men - currently held by 
Dustin Byfuglien, who had 56 points in 78 games during the 2013-14 
season. 

“He’s done a lot of great things, and the great thing about Josh is that 
you know he’ll want more. He won’t be satisfied with this,” said Bowness. 
“He’s very excited and very proud of what he’s done, but at the end of it, 
he knows we’re going to keep pushing it here, and that’s what you want 
to hear from your elite players, that we’re going to keep pushing and 
we’re going to keep getting better.” 

Bowness challenged Morrissey to be in the Top-10 of the Norris Trophy 
conversation this season and to this point, there’s no question that is the 
case. 

“Probably a little better than we hoped. That’s a tribute to him,” said 
Bowness. “He’s far more confident now in his abilities and what he can 
do out there and how good he can be. He is a difference-maker out there 
on both sides of the puck, and I think he’s taken great pride in that. 

To the surprise of no one who knows him, Morrissey was quick to give 
credit to his teammates and made a plea to fans to give him some 
company at the All-Star festivities by voting in the likes of Connor 
Hellebuyck, Kyle Connor, Pierre-Luc Dubois or Mark Scheifele. 

“Yeah, there’s a bunch of guys that certainly could be there and should 
be there and have had amazing seasons,” said Morrissey. “We’re off to a 
great start as a team. And that doesn’t happen with one or two or even 
just a few guys. It’s a full team thing. Definitely there’s a lot of guys 
having great years. I would love to see multiple Jets down there. I think 
there’s some guys that really deserve to be there, for sure.  

“We’ll see what happens. Hopefully the Jets fans get behind it. It’s my 
first game so I need a couple guys that have been there before who can 
show me the ropes.” 

As for Friday’s matchup, it was an intense battle and looked nothing like 
a January contest between two teams that meet only twice a season. 

There were some heavy hits and a pair of unlikely fighting combatants in 
Jets centre Mark Scheifele and Lightning pivot Anthony Cirelli, who was 
in a feisty mood all game long. 

Scheifele caught Lightning defenceman Haydn Fleury with a hard check 
and Cirelli responded by cross-checking Scheifele. 

“I thought it was a clean hit,” said Connor, who provided the game-winner 
at 5:38 of the third period during a two-man advantage for the Jets. “He 
just kind of knocked the wind out of him and Cirelli, it looked like he saw 
his teammate down and started cross-checking Scheif, and he’s not 
going to take that. You know, someone is cross-checking him and he 
said, ‘okay, enough’s enough.’” 

The Jets scored twice during a two-man advantage, once during a four-
on-four situation and then got the insurance marker from Morgan Barron 
into the empty-net while shorthanded. 

In his 30th start in 39 games, Connor Hellebuyck had another rock-solid 
evening, making 26 saves in a head-to-head battle with Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. 

With the win, the Jets improved to 25-13-1 on the season and moved 
back within a point of the Dallas Stars in the chase for top spot in the 
Central Division while holding a game in hand. 

After dropping three consecutive games for the first time this season, the 
Jets have won four in a row and are back pushing to remain in the 
discussion among the top teams in the Western Conference. 

“We knew going into it they have the experience and talent. We knew it 
could be a one-goal game, a 1-0 game,” said Dubois, who scored twice 
and is up to 19 goals for the season. “We wanted to defend well and go 
from there. Obviously, when you have (Hellebuyck) back there making 
those big saves at key moments, it gives us a lot of confidence. 

“It’s a good measuring stick for us. We got a lot of those guys back. It’s 
not easy for those guys, missing whether it’s three months, two months 
or a couple of weeks. But it was a big team win for us. The penalty kill did 
a fantastic job in killing all those penalties. This game we could look at it, 
and it could be a game we remember at the end of the season for us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / WJC Takeaways: Canada’s Shane Wright saves best 
game for last 

 

Sam Cosentino January 6, 2023, 10:51 AM 7–9 minutes 

 

HALIFAX — Another classic gold medal game looked to be easily in the 
grip of Canada until a third-period push by Czechia resulted in a game-
tying two goals in 54 seconds. Overtime had a number of chances, but a 
turnover by Buffalo prospect Jiri Kulich lead to a Joshua Roy and Dylan 
Guenther 2-1 after a stretch pass from defenceman Brandt Clarke. The 
game ended 6:22 into the extra frame.    

Interest on That Loan?  

All three of the NHL players loaned to Canada had an impact in the gold 
medal game, accounting for all three of Canada’s goals. Arizona’s 
Guenther scored twice, including the OT GWG. L.A.’s Clarke had two 
assists while Seattle’s Shane Wright netted the other in the 3-2 win. 

All told, the three NHLers combined to score 13 of Canada’s 42 goals 
and 12 assists for 25 points. 

Minor Hockey, Major Win 

The three former Don Mills Flyers U16 teammates — Wright, Clarke and 
New York Rangers prospect Brennan Othmann — combined for eight 
goals and 21 points over Canada’s seven games.    

Last Wright 

With the gold medal game on his 19th birthday, Wright saved his best 
game for last. Engaged right from puck drop, winning battles, creating 
chances and scoring were all part of what we saw the fourth-overall pick 
do while winning U18 world gold in El Paso during the summer of 2021. 

Wright finished the gold medal game with one goal and five shots while 
winning 52 per cent of his faceoffs and playing 21:18. He even had the 
crowd sing Happy Birthday to him during a stoppage. 

Bronze was Pure Gold 
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The 8-7 overtime win for the U.S. over Sweden in the bronze medal 
game was wild, to say the least. The Swedes battled back from down 2-
0, 3-1, 5-3, and actually led the game 6-5 in the third. Cutter Gauthier put 
the U.S. ahead with 1:37 left only to have Filip Bystedt tie it with 22 
seconds remaining to send it into overtime. The heroics ran out when 
Winnipeg prospect Chaz Lucius scored his third of the game to end it. 

Tourney Teams  

For the tournament, Slovakian Adam Gajan was named top goalie, 
Czechia’s David Jiricek the top defenceman, while Connor Bedard 
earned top forward and MVP honours. Although he was held off the 
scoresheet in the gold medal game, Bedard still finished with nine goals 
and 14 assists for 23 points, setting a number of Canadian records but 
also setting a tournament standard for most points by a U18 player. 

The media all-stars were Czechia’s Tomas Suchanek in goal, Jiricek and 
Sweden’s Ludvig Jansson on defence, and Bedard, Kulich and Logan 
Cooley of the United States as the top three forwards.   

Youth Serves Notice  

With the 2023 NHL Draft expected to be one of the most anticipated in 
years, it’s easy to see why so many first-year, draft-eligible players had 
such an impact in the tournament — more than I’m used to seeing. 

Take Bedard for example. He became the top-scoring U18 player in 
tournament history. By the end of the tournament, Adam Fantilli looked 
more comfortable and showed off his vast array of skills. 

Leo Carlsson vaulted Sweden into the semis with a two-goal effort in the 
quarters. American goaltender Trey Augustine was brilliant in leading the 
U.S. into the semis before he faltered. Axel Sandin-Pellikka was on in the 
final minute of the bronze with Sweden down a goal. 

More than that though — and while points aren’t always reflective of a 
player’s impact — there were plenty of draft eligibles who were leaned on 
in key situations. The Slovaks played Maxim Strbak for almost 20 
minutes per game while Dalibor Dvorsky played in every key situation 
including overtime. 

Austrian defenceman David Reinbacher may have been guilty of trying to 
do too much for undermanned Austria, and he was not near 100 per cent 
for the relegation round, but there’s plenty to like about the 6-2, 187-
pound, right-shot defenceman.   

Holy Moly, Goalies  

Leading into the semis, it looked certain either one of Augustine or 
Sweden’s Carl Lindbom would take top goaltender. But after Augustine 
allowed five against Canada and another five against Sweden in 40 
minutes of the bronze medal game, his chances took a significant 
downturn. As for Lindbom, he too was victimized by the U.S. in the 
bronze allowing eight goals, pulling him out of the race. 

Instead, two 19-year-old undrafted WHL goaltenders went into the gold 
medal game competing for that distinction. Canada’s Thomas Milic 
stopped 24 of 26 shots to outduel Suchanek, who was great in making 35 
saves for Czechia. 

Goalie Trio 

Keep an eye out for this trio of undrafted goalies in Nashville come June. 
Gajan wasn’t supposed to factor, but the Slovakian netminder put up a 
2.40 goals-against average and a .936 save percentage over five 
games. Milic took the net and ran with it for Canada. The 19-year-old, 
who plays with WHL Seattle, had a 1.76 GAA and a .932 save 
percentage in five games. Suchanek of WHL Tri-City finished with a 1.52 
GAA and a .934 save percentage having played every minute of every 
game for Czechia. 

Slovaks Continue to Rise 

So impressed with the play of Slovakia. In a pre-2022 draft meeting with 
Craig Ramsey, the Slovakian national team head coach, he claimed the 

Slovaks are now teaching skill and preaching a style of game that plays 
to win as opposed to playing not to lose. 

When we saw three Slovakians taken in round one, including the first two 
picks of the 2022 NHL Draft, little did we know that more talent would be 
on the way. 

It looks like the young pipeline of Slovakian talent will continue in the 
2023 NHL draft. Dvorsky showed a number of different elements to his 
game in Slovakia’s 4-3 OT loss to Canada in the quarters. He was up 
against Canada’s top two lines all night, taking important draws and out 
again in overtime. A huge responsibility for a 17-year-old in this tourney. 

Not to mention defenceman Strbak, who looks smaller than his 6-foot-2, 
187-pound frame would suggest, was also given key matchups and 
important minutes including overtime. He will be on the fringes of the first 
round as he plays with the poise and maturity of someone 10 years his 
elder. 

An amazing performance for Gajan. Slovakia’s goalie made 53 saves 
against Canada and wasn’t even named the team’s player of the game. 

Not so Swede 

It’s mind-baffling how well the Swedes play in the preliminary round year 
after year. By my count, Sweden is 72-6 in preliminary-round play dating 
back to 2006. Since that time, the Swedes have four silver and five 
bronze medals, having won the title just once, in 2012. 

Lysell’s Struggles 

Boston Bruins first-rounder Fabian Lysell was ejected during the first 
period of the bronze medal game after an illegal check to the 
head. Disappointingly, the Swedish forward went pointless in the 
tournament. 

Bay Watch 

Anaheim Ducks defence prospect Tyson Hinds saved the quarterfinal 
game for Canada with an open-hand glove save on Slovakia’s Adam 
Sykora, reminding everyone of what Mason McTavish did in the summer 
sparking Canada to gold. 

Hali Lu Ya! 

After having spent two weeks here calling the 2019 Memorial Cup, it 
came as no surprise that the city of Halifax pulled off another amazing 
event. Maritime hospitality once again shone through. From volunteers to 
bartenders and everyone in between, Halifax knows how to throw a 
party. 
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