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From rupture, a bond: How Justin Williams helped Max Pacioretty get back on the ice 

By Luke DeCock 

In the days after the surgery that put Max Pacioretty’s right 
Achilles tendon back together — while he was still trying to 
piece together his new life in Raleigh — he started planning 
his recovery before he even got out of bed. 

There were immediate details to handle. His wife had yet to 
arrive. He needed to find a house to rent. They had to find 
schools and hockey teams for their five kids. August is the 
month in which a hockey player changing teams builds the 
foundation for the new season, and Pacioretty had barely 
even gotten started. 

But even as he managed all of that, he was already 
managing his plan to get back on the ice. He knew he 
wanted to get as much information about the rehabilitation 
process as he could, and he started thinking about other 
players who had been through it. He didn’t know Justin 
Williams, the former Carolina Hurricanes captain who 
suffered the same injury 14 years earlier, but he put Williams 
— still here and now a consultant to general manager Don 
Waddell — at the top of his list to call. 

Williams beat him to it.  

That first conversation led to a five-month partnership in 
recovery, daily conversations about the process, quiet 
practices on empty ice and an accelerated return to action.  

“For me, Willy is just a smart hockey player and normally 
guys like that normally know their bodies as well,” Pacioretty 
said. “He helped me out with what I should feel and what I 
will feel and when to pump the brakes.” 

Williams was 26 years old when he beat all expectations and 
was back playing only 78 days after his surgery. With 
Williams’ help, Pacioretty, 33, followed the same path, 
making his debut with the Hurricanes on Thursday, six 
months after he was acquired from the Vegas Golden 
Knights, 138 days after his own surgery and more than two 
weeks ahead of projections. 

“Willy went through it, and to have somebody say this is how 
it’s supposed to feel and how hard you can push it, I think all 
that has been a blessing for Max,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

There were some differences between their situations — not 
only their ages, but Pacioretty was able to have minimally 
invasive surgery, saving him the long scar down the back of 
his ankle — but from two ruptured tendons, many years 
apart, a new bond formed. 

“You look at your scars and realize you still have a long 
playing career ahead of you if you want it,” Williams said. 
“The last couple years he’s been bit pretty hard by injuries. 
Knowing it’s not the end, that you still have some pretty good 
years ahead of you, was really important for him.” 

The truth is, Pacioretty probably needed someone like 
Williams on his side. It’s a lonely existence being injured, 
away from the group, especially wearing a new jersey in a 
new city. The Hurricanes spent a good chunk of the first half 
of the season on the road, leaving Pacioretty at home, a man 
without a team. 

“I’d be lying if I said it wasn’t difficult,” Pacioretty said. “You’re 
a competitor. You want to get out there whether your team’s 
winning or losing. I’ve played this game for a long time and 
you never want to show up to the rink and not be out there 
with the guys.” 

He talked to as many players as he could who had been 
through or were going through the same thing. Anthony 
Duclair was six weeks ahead of Pacioretty, having torn his 
Achilles in June. He’s skating with the Florida Panthers but 
hasn’t played yet. Jean-Gabriel Pageau did it four years ago. 
Pacioretty found himself in a brotherhood he never expected, 
even if both of those players, like Williams, were younger 
when it happened. 

With Williams, it was an every-day conversation. He became 
Pacioretty’s therapist and personal recovery coach who 
happened to know better than anyone exactly what he was 
going through. At the beginning, it was about pain and 
mobility and rehab and life. As Pacioretty healed, they 
transitioned to the ice, slowly working back to this point. 

At each stage, Williams talked Pacioretty through what was 
happening, what would come next. It brought predictability to 
a process more often fraught with uncertainty and doubt. 
While Pacioretty’s parents and in-laws visited in shifts to help 
out at home, Williams was there to help out with the hockey. 

“It was just kind of a daily thing,” Williams said. “I was just 
there to have him bounce ideas off of, make sure everything 
was normal, right? ‘Did you feel like this?’ ‘How did this feel?’ 
‘Did this happen?’ ‘When did you feel comfortable playing?’ 

“I was just there to tell him yes, that’s normal, Max, this is 
what I did, this is how I felt. Those were all steps that I took 
week to week. Really, that’s what I was able to do for him. 
Just be around a little bit and skate with him while the guys 
were on the road, which seems like almost this whole year 
so far.” 

Pacioretty was able to join the team for practice in mid-
December, wearing a non-contact jersey. Three weeks later, 
he made his debut against the Nashville Predators. 

“I’m happy with where I’m at,” Pacioretty said. “I’m much 
older than a lot of these guys who have had this injury, and 
that was kind of my competition for returning to play and how 
good you feel.” 

Williams was watching his son play high school basketball 
Thursday night, but he got a text from Pacioretty before the 
game, one last exchange of thoughts at the end of it all, the 
final missive of an unlikely partnership.
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Look Ahead — 2023 Team of the Year: Hurricanes closer than ever to Stanley Cup 

Carolina has the high-end skill, depth, goaltending and 
desperation to reach the pinnacle of the NHL 

By Cory Lavalette 

The only time the Carolina Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup 
was when they were backstopped by a rookie goalie who 
went from goalie of the future to Conn Smythe winner. 

Cam Ward’s 2005-06 regular season was what should be 
expected of a rookie goalie — he was 14-8-2 with a 3.68 
goals-against average and .882 save percentage, numbers 
that were bloated compared to those put up by No. 1 goalie 
Martin Gerber. 

But when the lights shined brightest, Ward was his best. He 
took over the net in the playoffs and seized the big-stage 
opportunity, leading the Hurricanes to the 2006 
championship and doing so with a Game 7 save on 
Edmonton’s Fernando Pisani that helped clinch the Cup and 
cement his selection as playoff MVP. 

The captain of that team, Rod Brind’Amour, is now Carolina’s 
coach. And he may just have another rookie goalie, Pyotr 
Kochetkov, who can lead the Hurricanes to the promised 
land. 

Already one of the top teams in the NHL, Carolina is close to 
full strength with Sebastian Aho, Max Pacioretty, Frederik 
Andersen and Ondrej Kase either back in the lineup or close 
to returning. Frankly, it wasn’t hard to predict the Hurricanes 
as North State Journal’s 2023 Team of the Year. 

NSJ has twice selected the pro hockey team, in its 25th 
season in North Carolina since relocating from Hartford, 
Connecticut, as the best professional team of the year. 

Last December, the Hurricanes were named NSJ’s 2021 Pro 
Team of the Year, an honor the team also claimed two years 
prior. 

But this honor predicts what’s to come. And there’s a reason 
for optimism. 

Two of the team’s young stars, Martin Necas and Andrei 
Svechnikov, are having career years. So is veteran Jordan 
Martinook, who has gone from being placed on waivers 
before the season for salary cap purposes to being Nino 
Niederreiter’s replacement on Jordan Staal’s left wing. 

Stefan Noesen, a journeyman winger who led the AHL in 
goals last season, has become a vital part of Carolina’s 
power play, serving as the net-front presence the team’s top 
unit has often lacked. 

Defenseman Brady Skjei is on pace for his first double-digit 
goal season, and newcomer Brent Burns — who hasn’t been 
to the postseason since 2019 with the Sharks — has quickly 
adjusted to playing with Jaccob Slavin on the team’s top 
pairing. 

And then there’s Kochetkov. The rookie gave observers a 
taste of his future last season when he was called into action 
when both Andersen and Antti Raanta were injured. Now this 
year, with Andersen again sidelined, Kochetkov has 
emerged as not only the Hurricanes’ best goalie but one of 
the top netminders in the league at age 23. 

If he falters, having Andersen and Raanta — who shared the 
William M. Jennings Trophy last season as the goaltenders 
who teamed up to allow the fewest goals — is a solid backup 
plan. 

The Stanley Cup playoffs, however, are grueling, with 
division winners getting knocked out in the first round and 
favorites struggling to get over the hump. The Hurricanes 
took one important step last season, beating the Bruins — 
who had twice eliminated Carolina in the postseason since 
Brind’Amour took over as coach — in the first round to 
exorcise one demon. 

This postseason, they will need to prove they can score 
goals when the games get stingier and opponents grow 
accustomed to their unique style throughout a seven-game 
series. 

That means solving some of hockey’s best goalies — Tampa 
Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy and the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin in 
the Eastern Conference and perhaps Dallas’ Jake Oettinger 
or Connor Hellebuyck in a possible Stanley Cup Final. 

The team is hoping Pacioretty — a six-time 30-goal scorer 
who was closing in on making his Hurricanes debut as the 
calendar flipped to 2023 after injuring his Achilles tendon in 
August — can add some instant offense to a team that didn’t 
score more than three goals in their final nine playoffs game 
a year ago. 

But in the end, winning a Stanley Cup comes down to a full 
team effort, with outstanding goaltending, superb special 
teams and unlikely heroes coming together for hockey’s 
ultimate prize. 

The Hurricanes have as good of a chance this year as any 
before.
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Recap: Canes Suffer Shootout Loss To Columbus 

Pacioretty scores twice, but the Blue Jackets earn the extra 
point in a five-round skills competition 

By Walt Ruff 

COLUMBUS, OH. - The Carolina Hurricanes dropped a third 
consecutive result Saturday afternoon, falling to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets 4-3 in a shootout.  

The Story 

Turning to Antti Raanta in net after Pyotr Kochetkov had 
started the team's two most recent contests, the veteran 
netminder was needed in the opening moments to keep the 
game scoreless. Arguably the best chance for either side in 
the opening frame, the save played a big part in eventually 
sending the contest to the second period scoreless. 

But what the first period lacked in terms of scoring, the 
second period more than made up for. 

The first two goals of the frame painted a picture that was not 
very kind to the Canes though as Barnaul, Russia-born 
Andrei Svechnikov took two penalties in the span of 2:51. 
The infractions allowed fellow Barnaul-born product Kirill 
Marchenko to strike not just once, but on both tries, giving 
Columbus a quick 2-0 advantage. 

Looking bleak for the visiting side momentarily, Carolina was 
forced to dig in to try and get back into the contest. 

Thanks to Max Pacioretty and the power play, they were able 
to. 

Just 2:18 after Marchenko's second, Max Pacioretty was 
able to pinball the rebound of a Seth Jarvis past Joonas 
Korpisalo for his first goal as a Hurricane. 

Then, minutes later, after a scrum around Raanta's net 
resulted in a man advantage for Carolina, Brady Skjei was 
able to even the contest with his eighth goal of the year. 

With momentum on their side, the Canes would then 
conclude a run of three goals in 7:36 with Pacioretty's 
second marker of the period. This one coming of the power 
play variety, #67 showcased the strength of his shot, 
breaking the twig of a Blue Jackets defender before going by 
Korpisalo to give his team the lead. 

A tale of two periods, the Canes took their 3-2 lead into the 
third. 

However, a third goal for Marchenko set the stage for a final 
period of regulation that was tied for the final 14:37 tied. 

After no game-winning goal was found before the end of 
regulation, Carolina wound up in its league-leading 14th 
overtime in 40 games. 

Despite Columbus scoring on their first two attempts, Andrei 
Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen were able to pull their 
team from the jaws of defeat. However, in the fifth round, 
Kent Johnson was able to get the deciding tally for 
Columbus. 

They Said It 

Brady Skjei offering his assessment of the outcome, post-
game... 

"It wasn't out game. We didn't play the way that we needed 
to play for a full 60 minutes... We just didn't have our "A" 
game, but I think we could've had a better effort and a better 
result." 

Skjei, continuing on what he would have liked to see 
different... 

"The game against Nashville it was a relentless forechecking 
game. We were getting pucks behind their defensemen, 
creating chaos in front of their net. I just don't think we did 
that quite as well as we usually do." 

Martin Necas giving his thoughts... 

"I just don't think we have 20 guys pulling on the rope. Rod 
said it after the game. If you don't play some shifts 100%, it 
might end up in your net, or you take a penalty that winds up 
in a goal. We've got to get it all together and play a full 60. If 
we play the game the way we should, there are no 
weaknesses in our game." 

Rod Brind'Amour concluding with his assessment... 

"At the end of the day, we didn't kill penalties very well. That 
makes it feel worse. We had a pretty solid game in some 
areas, but our special teams wasn't great. Even though we 
got two power play goals, we got fortunate, really. That's an 
area that wasn't great tonight and probably the difference in 
the game." 

Bonus Notes 

 Dylan Coghlan played in just his second game 
since November 9 today, entering in place of Calvin 
de Haan. de Haan was a healthy scratch, with Rod 
Brind'Amour citing the team's desire to keep 
everyone fresh as the reasoning. 

 Tonight was just the eighth time in 40 games that 
Carolina scored multiple goals on the power play. 

 The Canes move to 25-8-7 with the defeat. 

What's Next? 

The Canes will return to Raleigh post-game and are 
scheduled to be off on Sunday. They'll then practice on 
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Monday ahead of a meeting with the New Jersey Devils 
Tuesday night at PNC Arena.

 

Mailbag #48: The Martin Necas Edition 

Your questions, answered by the Canes leading point 
producer 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - After etching a new career-high in goals 
earlier this week, Martin Necas is now on his way to setting a 
new career-best for points. 

But before we get there, he was kind enough to answer 
some of your questions. 

(Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

How does it feel having one of your best seasons with the 
Canes? Have you done anything different this year 
compared to last season for the extra boost of confidence? - 
@OneTrueZach / @DashaBoss5 / @DylanSports89 

I've always known that I've had this in me, I just haven't been 
able to prove it at the NHL level yet. 

It's finally started to show this year and obviously, I'm really 
happy about it. It's been important for our start and I want to 
help the team as much as I can. 

The focus is just always on the next game and how I can get 
better. 

What did you do over the offseason to improve the mental 
side of his game and how has that made a difference for him 
this year? - @ArcherForCanes / @Erich_K8 

A lot of it was just changing how I approach the game and 
my preparation. 

A big thing for me has just been staying in the game. If I 
have a bad shift? Okay, I've got another one in a couple of 
minutes. You're always trying to get better, but mistakes do 
happen. How do you get past it? Stuff like that.  

How did you develop into such a fast and effective skater? 
With your spins, it looks as if you may have had some figure 
skating training. - @ohmymymimi  

I did a lot of skating when I was young. Any time I had free 
time I would work with guys from an academy back in 
Czechia. 

The focus was always on improving my edges and I've felt 
like they've been good to start. Then it became adding 
power. Put those two together and it kind of exploded. You 
can always get better at your edges and your crossovers. 

It's something I've continued to work on my whole career and 
I think it's very important. Weekends, summer, all the time. 
It's always just been about getting better. 

What do you love most about playing in Carolina? - 
@svechaho 

The fan base is really good. I felt like it improved so much 
last year. I'm always excited to play in front of our fans. 

As we've gotten better we have more and more fans, and 
that makes it really fun to play here. Everyone around the 
league says that it's one of the loudest rinks in the NHL. 

I really like our locker room of guys, the staff and the city, 
too.  It's a smaller city, obviously, it's not Chicago or New 
York, which makes it low-key and a really nice place to live. 

How special is it for him to see Czechia continue to grow in 
international hockey? - @JWS2253 

It's important. It's great to see them doing well. 

We haven't been as good in recent years, but it seems like 
these past few we've been doing better. You can see the 
progress that they've made, especially the team at the World 
Juniors. I loved that they were playing really good hockey 
and I thought their defense was really active. 

I hope in the future I'm going to get to play for the national 
team and some of them could be my teammates. 

Who was your favorite player growing up? - @GlepHockey 

Jaromir Jagr. That's an easy one. 

If you played defense, which Canes player would you want to 
paired with? - @djrando29 

Well, I'm right-handed, so either Jaccob Slavin or Brady 
Skjei. I'm pretty sure I would be a more offensive-minded 
defenseman, so I would need someone to cover for me. 

How is dog father life going? - @senturboika / @ahonecas 

I love it. It's the little things for me. If I have a bad day, it 
doesn't matter. I come home and it always makes me happy. 

Favorite game day food? - @allyrd842 

Eggs for breakfast, always. Then for lunch, a salad with a lot 
of veggies and spaghetti with sauce and chicken. 

Favorite TV series? - @Jacobs4858 

I don't watch a lot of TV, but if I had to give you a favorite, 
either Money Heist or The Blacklist.
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Marchenko gets 1st NHL hat trick, Blue Jackets top Hurricanes in shootout 

Korpisalo makes 39 saves; Pacioretty scores twice for 
Carolina, which loses 3rd straight 

By Craig Merz 

COLUMBUS -- Kirill Marchenko scored his first NHL hat trick, 
and the Columbus Blue Jackets defeated the Carolina 
Hurricanes 4-3 in a shootout at Nationwide Arena on 
Saturday. 

Marchenko, who has eight goals in 15 games, is the sixth 
rookie in Columbus history to score a hat trick. 

"For me it was my dream, scoring three goals at home for 
the fans," Marchenko said. "Thank you so much to the fans. 
It was great." 

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen had dropped Marchenko to 
the fourth line for the past two games. He played three shifts 
for a total of 2:51 of ice time in the first period but finished 
with 13:54 for the game. 

"He's so coachable," Larsen said. "He wants to learn and it's 
not just the offensive side. He's coming to you with really 
good questions. He wants to see video on certain things to 
get better.  

"He's always smiling, he's always working. He's a really neat 
personality to have around. You love to see him, and I like 
that because the smile just gets bigger. It's great." 

Kent Johnson had two assists and scored the deciding goal 
in the fifth round of the shootout for the Blue Jackets (12-24-
2), who had lost nine of 10 (1-9-0). Joonas Korpisalo made 
39 saves 

Max Pacioretty scored his first two goals for the Hurricanes 
(25-8-7), who have lost three straight after winning 11 in a 
row. Brady Skjei had a goal and an assist, and Antti Raanta 
made 15 saves. 

"We're a confident group, and with short-term memory we'll 
forget about this," Skjei said. "It wasn't our game. We didn't 
play the way we needed to play for the whole 60 minutes. 

"We just didn't have quite our A game. It's obviously nice to 
get a point, but I think we wanted a better effort and a better 
result." 

Marchenko gave Columbus a 1-0 lead at 7:26 of the second 
period, scoring a power-play goal on a wraparound at the left 
post. 

"It gave me more confidence, but I got two more goals, just 
kept shooting," Marchenko said. "It will be very good for me 
for the next game." 

Marchenko then made it 2-0 at 9:02 with another power-play 
goal, this time scoring on a one-timer at the right hash marks 
after Johnson held in the puck at the blue line. 

"We can't take bad penalties," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "That's the killer. Little uncharacteristic 
things cost us the game. We still could have won the game 
very easily." 

Pacioretty, who was playing in his second game this season, 
cut it to 2-1 at 11:20 when his backhand attempt deflected in 
off Blue Jackets defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov. 

Skjei tied it 2-2 at 17:18 on a power play after Columbus 
defenseman Andrew Peeke's clearing attempt caromed to 
him in the high slot. 

Pacioretty gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead at 18:56 with a 
power-play goal, scoring on a one-timer from the bottom of 
the right circle off a pass from Andrei Svechnikov. 

"Even though we got two power-play goals, we got fortunate 
really on those," Brind'Amour said. "That's an area that 
wasn't great tonight." 

Marchenko tied it 3-3 at 5:23 of the third period, fighting off a 
check by Svechnikov along the end boards before shooting 
five-hole from the left face-off dot. 

"That was a big goal in the moment, tied it up 3-3, his third of 
the night, so we're super happy," Blue Jackets forward Cole 
Sillinger said. "The guy for sure deserves it, he works super 
hard. The puck is going in the net for him right now." 

NOTES: Marchenko is the first rookie in the NHL this season 
to score a hat trick and the first to score two power-play 
goals in one game. … Hurricanes forward Martin Necas had 
his seven-game point streak end (four goals, four assists). … 
Brind'Amour remains one win away from his 200th in the 
NHL (199-94-35). … Columbus head athletic trainer Mike 
Vogt participated in his 1,500th NHL game.
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Marchenko hat trick lifts Blue Jackets over Hurricanes 4-3 

By Nicole Kraft 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Kirill Marchenko recorded his first 
career hat trick and scored in a shootout to lift the Columbus 
Blue Jackets over the Carolina Hurricanes 4-3 on Saturday 
in a matchup of the Metropolitan Division’s best and worst 
teams. 

Carolina, which sits atop the division, has now lost three 
straight.  

Patrik Laine scored in the shootout, and Kent Johnson added 
the shootout game-winner and two assists for the Blue 
Jackets, who won for just the second time in their last 11 
games. Joonas Korpisalo stopped 39 shots.  

Max Pacioretty had two goals and Brady Skjei scored on the 
power play for Carolina. Antti Raanta stopped 15 shots in his 
first loss since Nov. 17.  

“We had a pretty solid game in some areas, especially if it 
wasn’t great,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Even 
though we got two power-play goals, we got fortunate really 
on those. That’s an area that wasn’t great tonight. That’s 
probably the difference in the game.”  

After a scoreless first, Marchenko put Columbus up 1-0 with 
the second power-play goal of his career at 7:26 of the 
second period, and he made it 2-0 just 1:36 later.  

“He’s so coachable,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said of 
Marchenko. “He wants to learn and it’s not just the offensive 
side.  

“He’s always working. He’s a really neat personality to have 
around. You love to see him, and I like that because the 
smile just gets bigger. It’s great.”  

Carolina then roared back. 

Pacioretty scored his first Hurricane goal, with a lucky 
bounce off a Blue Jacket leg that pinballed past Korpisalo at 
11:20, before Skjei made it 2-2 with a power-play goal at 
17:18. Pacioretty scored again at 18:56 on the power play. 

Marchenko pulled Columbus back even at 5:23 of the third 
with his third goal of the night.  

“I just shoot it,” he said. “I know the net’s there and just 
shoot. It’s working. I don’t know how.” 

MARCHENKO MAGIC 

Marchenko, who made his NHL debut Dec. 6, became the 
first rookie this season to score a hat trick, and also the first 
to record two power-play goals in one game. He is the sixth 
Blue Jackets rookie to do so, joining Nikita Filatov, Matt 
Calvert, Cam Atkinson and Pierre-Luc Dubois. The most 
recent Blue Jacket was Cole Sillinger in 2021-2022, who 
assisted on Marchenko’s third goal. The native of Barnaul, 
Russia, now has eight goals and six in his last seven games.  

INJURY UPDATE 

Carolina’s Stefan Noesen was missing from the lineup after 
suffering a lower-body injury Tuesday in New York. 
Columbus’ Eric Robinson remained out with an upper body 
injury. 

ON A ROLL 

Skjei scored his eighth goal and leads all Hurricanes 
defensemen in that category this season. Paul Stastny has 
recorded a point in three straight games. 

4-0N-4 

A third-period penalty that carried 5 seconds into the 
overtime by Columbus’ Sean Kuraly meant both teams 
skated 4-on-4 for 4:55 of the 5-minute extra period. The NHL 
rule states that if one team starts OT with a man advantage, 
each team gets four skaters after the penalty expires until a 
game stoppage. 

NO BRAINER 

Larsen on having Marchenko go first in the shootout: “He’s 
having that night, that’s a no brainer, him out there.”  

UP NEXT 

Carolina: Hosts New Jersey on Tuesday night. 

Columbus: Visits Washington on Sunday night.
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Pacioretty Scores Twice In Hurricanes Shootout Loss to Blue Jackets 

Max Pacioretty’s first two goals with the Hurricanes weren’t 
enough in a 4-3 shootout loss to the Blue Jackets. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes couldn’t get out of their own way on 
Saturday against the Columbus Blue Jackets, and they paid 
for their mistakes with a tough 4-3 shootout loss on the road. 

For the second game in a row, the story should be about 
Max Pacioretty, who netted his first two goals as a member 
of the Hurricanes, but instead, it’s about how the team 
couldn’t manage to win a game that they likely should have 
won. Directly on the heels of a franchise-record winning 
streak, their losing streak is now at three games. 

Plenty of things, both good and bad, came in pairs for the 
Hurricanes, starting in the second period. 

An Andrei Svechnikov offensive zone cross-checking penalty 
on Andrew Peeke put the Blue Jackets on the power play. 
With a native of Barnaul, Russia, in the penalty box, another 
native of Barnaul, Russia, got the scoring going. 

Kirill Marchenko scored a dazzling, Martin Necas-like wrap-
around goal to put the home team in front. 

Less than two minutes later, Svechnikov took another 
penalty, again on Peeke, and again, Marchenko scored. The 
goal made it 2-0, and the Hurricanes were squarely behind 
the eight-ball with momentum sliding in the opposite 
direction. 

They needed a response, and they did get one. Less than 
two minutes after Marchenko’s second tally, Pacioretty got 
on the board with his first goal as a Hurricane to cut the 
deficit in half. 

Aided by three power-play opportunities, the goal lit a spark 
in the team in the second half of the middle frame. An Erik 
Gudbranson roughing penalty opened the door for the 
Hurricanes to tie the game, and they did just that by way of a 
Brady Skjei snap-shot from the heart of the slot. 

Skjei’s goal was his eighth of the season and his second in 
as many games, putting him just one goal back of his career-

high from a season ago. Skjei then drew a Patrick Laine 
tripping penalty at 18:18 of the second period, putting the 
Hurricanes back on the man advantage. 

Pacioretty’s first goal as a Hurricanes was a flukey one, but 
his second goal was more in line with the goals he normally 
scores, receiving a pass from Svechnikov and firing a shot 
that beat Joonas Korpisalo on his short side to give the club 
their first lead of the night. 

The fun ended there for the Hurricanes. Marchenko tallied 
his third goal of the game just over five minutes into the third 
period, the first NHL hat trick for the talented forward in his 
rookie campaign. 

The rest of the third period was low on action as the 
Hurricanes and Blue Jackets combined for just 11 total pucks 
on goal, and the game went to overtime. The extra frame 
had one shot on goal between the two teams, and the game 
went into a shootout. 

As they did in regulation time, the Hurricanes fell behind 2-0, 
but they fought back and tied the score with goals from 
Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen. Their second 2-goal 
comeback ended in heartbreak, though, with a Kent Johnson 
goal in the top of the sudden-death fifth round. 

The cannon sounded, which was bad news for the road 
Hurricanes, who saw their losing streak stretch to three 
games. 

The team managed to salvage a point in the standings, but 
after the loss to Nashville, a point does little to soothe the 
pain of another loss that likely should have been a win. 
Carolina put 42 shots on the net and allowed just 18. 

Antii Raanta made 15 saves in the game. The loss ended his 
win streak at seven decisions. Pacioretty’s pair of goals were 
the highlight for the Hurricanes, who benefitted from a pair of 
power-play goals in the second period. 

The team will return home and prepare for a Tuesday night 
home game against the New Jersey Devils. It’ll be a rematch 
of sorts for them after the Hurricanes went to New Jersey 
and secured a 5-4 shootout win on the first day of 2023.
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Lagesson Scores Teddy Bear Toss Goal, Wolves top Monsters 4-1 

ROSEMONT, Ill.—William Lagesson sent teddy bears 
soaring to the ice during the Chicago Wolves’ 4-1 victory 
over the Cleveland Monsters on Saturday night at Allstate 
Arena. 

Lagesson and Jack Drury each had goal and an assist while 
Zack Hayes and Ryan Suzuki also scored to help the Wolves 
earn a split of the back-to-back games between the teams 
this weekend. Josh Melnick added two assists and 
goaltender Zachary Sawchenko was solid in goal in the final 
game before the Wolves embark on a season-long, six-game 
road trip. 

“It was a pretty complete effort,” Wolves coach Brock 
Sheahan said. “Zachary was really good in net again and 
you’re starting to see us generate and push the game 
consistently in our direction. We just have to keep building on 
it.” 

Midway through the opening period, Lagesson scored his 
seventh goal of the season when the defenseman stepped 
into a shot from just inside the blue line off a pass from Josh 
Melnick and blew it past Cleveland goaltender Pavel Cajan 
to the glove side. 

The goal brought an avalanche of teddy bears tossed to the 
ice by fans, with the stuffed animals to be donated to 
Chicago Wolves Charities. 

“It’s for a good cause so it was fun scoring that goal for sure,” 
Lagesson said. “I remember someone mentioning it two or 
three days ago but I wasn’t thinking about it so it was a 
surprise when everyone started tossing them out there.” 

It also marked the ninth time in the last 10 games that the 
Wolves have scored the first goal of the contest. 

The Wolves weren’t done in the first as Suzuki found the 
back of the net with .3 seconds remaining on the clock. The 
center pounced on a loose puck between the circles, spun 
and fired a shot by Cajan’s glove for Suzuki’s fourth goal of 
the season. 

In the second, Chicago took a 3-0 lead when Hayes finished 
off a pretty passing sequence. Tuukka Tieksola carried the 
puck into the offense zone and passed it to Vasily 
Ponomarev who then found a streaking Hayes. The 
defenseman then flipped in his second goal of the season 
from in close. 

Late in the third, the Monsters’ Josh Dunne scored with an 
extra attacker on the ice but Drury capped the scoring with 
an empty-net goal for his third goal of the season. 

“Going into the second and third periods we were just 
keeping it simple and playing direct and we got the W,” 
Suzuki said. 

Sawchenko (39 saves) won for the second time in three 
games for the Wolves while Cajan (15 saves) suffered the 
loss for Cleveland. 

The Wolves improved to 12-16-3-1 on the season while 
Cleveland fell to 13-15-1-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will travel to Grand Rapids next 
Saturday to face the Griffins (6 p.m., AHLTV). 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article270861422.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/look-ahead-2023-team-of-the-year-hurricanes-closer-than-ever-to-stanley-cup/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-suffer-shotoout-loss-to-columbus-4-to-3/c-339654066 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-48-the-martin-necas-edition/c-339625770 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-columbus-blue-jackets-game-recap/c-339471524 

https://apnews.com/article/sports-soccer-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-hockey-joonas-korpisalo-69091cefb10b443ae468d8abf0dca234 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/7/23544282/max-pacioretty-scores-twice-carolina-hurricanes-shootout-loss-columbus-blue-jackets 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/01/07/lagesson-scores-teddy-bear-toss-goal-wolves-top-monsters-4-1/ 
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Devils erase 2-goal deficit, beat Rangers 4-3 in thrilling overtime period | 
3 takeaways 

 

Updated: Jan. 07, 2023, 5:03 p.m. 

Published Jan. 07, 2023, 5:02 p.m. 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

 

Damon Severson lunged forward, pumped his fist, then flew into a swarm 
of Devils players. 

He earned it. Seconds before, the 28-year-old defenseman stole the 
puck from Rangers forward Alexis Lafreniere, darted down the ice and 
netted the game-winning goal to cap off the Devils’ two-goal comeback 
and hand them the 4-3 overtime win. 

They needed this one. 

The Devils, who have looked lifeless at home since early December, 
stopped their eight-game home skid and earned a much-needed cushion 
in the Metropolitan Division standings. Things looked dire for New Jersey 
in the first two periods – they trailed 3-1 until Jack Hughes (two goals and 
one assist) and Jesper Bratt (one goal) scored in the third – but they 
showed excellent resilience against a hot Rangers team. 

The Devils (25-12-3) hung onto their second place spot in Metropolitan 
standings – they have 53 points, while New York has 51 – and lead the 
regular season series over their rivals, 2-1. They face the Hurricanes on 
the road Tuesday before opening up a four-game West Coast road trip 
on Friday. 

Here are three takeaways from the Devils’ 4-3 win over the Rangers: 

Hughes 

Hughes’ previous five games look like that of a Hart candidate. 

Ever since Dec. 30, Hughes leads the league with eight goals, 10 points, 
40 individual scoring chances for and 19 individual high danger chances. 
He was the motor behind New Jersey’s come-from-behind win – the 
Devils had a 39-19 attempt advantage when he was on the ice – and is 
currently on pace for 101 points in the 2022-23 season. 

No Devils player has ever surpassed 100 points in a season. Hughes, 
21, has 49 points (26 goals and 23 assists) in 40 games played this 
season. 

Adapt 

Coach Lindy Ruff tried everything to ignite a comeback. 

He shuffled the forward lines and defensemen pairings minutes into the 
second period – Ruff broke up Dougie Hamilton and Jonas Siegenthaler 
and replaced Erik Haula with Alexander Holtz on the second line with 

Hughes and Tomas Tatar for a bit – but nothing led to an immediate 
spark. 

After returning to normalcy down the stretch, Ruff decided that the Devils 
– who finished the game with a 44-34 shot advantage and a 59.13% 
expected goals percentage edge – were playing sound hockey, so he 
preached “playing the game the right way.” 

“I really just said ‘we just need to keep playing the game the right way,’” 
Ruff said. “I thought, to that point, we were. When you look at it as line 
after line trying to do the right thing, I thought we were able to create 
some pressure and stay on them. Sometimes when you get a little bit of 
a roll, you take advantage of that. And I thought our guys were feeding 
off it.” 

The Devils’ advanced metrics after the final buzzer? An 83-60 Corsi 
advantage and 13 more high-danger chances than New York (24-11). 

Severson clutch 

Severson told NJ Advance Media in December that he has been working 
on his shooting abilities and putting extra emphasis on taking shots when 
he has a high-percentage chance in practice. 

This work paid off on Saturday. 

Severson finished the afternoon with an OT goal – the first of his career – 
and a plus-minus rating of plus-one. Severson’s late-game heroics come 
after months of dealing with social media scrutiny, trade rumors and his 
first healthy scratch since 2017 in the Devils’ loss to the Panthers in 
December. 

Reacting to Severson’s snipe after the game, Ruff was impressed at his 
ability to rip the puck past Igor Shesterkin – who looked unstoppable in 
the first two periods against a prolific Devils offense. 

“He hit his mark, great shot obviously,” Ruff said of Severson’s shot. “He 
put it in a hole about the size of the puck. Great win for us.” 
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Devils rally from 2 down, beat Rangers on Damon Severson’s OT goal 

 

Tom Canavan 

2-2 minutes 1/7/2023 

 

Damon Severson scored with 2:13 left in overtime and the New Jersey 
Devils rallied from a two-goal deficit in the third period to beat the New 
York Rangers 4-3 on Saturday. 

Jack Hughes scored twice to extend his goal-scoring streak to five 
games and got an assist on Jesper Bratt’s power-play goal as the Devils 
snapped an 0-7-1 losing streak at home. 
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Severson’s first overtime goal came on a 2-on-1 odd man rush after a 
Rangers player was knocked down in a collision with a New Jersey 
player in the Devils’ zone. He beat Igor Shesterkin with a wrist shot in 
ending the Rangers’ three-game winning streak. 

Jimmy Vesey, Julien Gauthier and Chris Kreider scored for New York. 
Shesterkin finished with 40 saves. 

Vitek Vanecek finished with 31 saves for New Jersey. 

Trailing 3-1 in the third period, Bratt scored on a power play at 8:28 to cut 
the lead to a goal and Hughes tied it with his 26th of the season on a 
rebound. 

Rangers: Host Minnesota Tuesday to open a three-game home stand. 

Devils: At Carolina Tuesday to start a five-game road trip. 
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Devils show Rangers they're not going away 

 

Larry Brooks 

5-6 minutes 1/8/2023 

 

This one might have told you more about the Devils than about the 
Rangers. And what it told you is that the Devils are no more going away 
over the second half of the season than they did during the second half 
of Saturday’s Battle of the Hudson in Newark. 

For when it was 3-1 for the Blueshirts at 13:15 of the second period, the 
Devils refused to yield in a game in which they had been regularly 
stymied by an Igor Shesterkin who was celebrating the third anniversary 
of his NHL debut. Instead, they got stronger. 

They initiated and carried the play against a Rangers team that didn’t 
quite go into a shell, but played more conservatively than necessary. 
There were two goals to tie within 2:04 midway through the third, the first 
scored on a hellacious power-play one-timer by Jesper Bratt, the next the 
second of the afternoon and 19th in his past 20 games off a right wing 
rocket by the splendiferous Jack Hughes. 

And then it was Damon Severson on a two-on-one at 2:47 to end it. It 
was 4-3 for New Jersey, 4-3 for a team that had gone 3-8-2 in its past 13 
and, with a regulation defeat, would have tumbled behind the Blueshirts 
into third place in the Metro. 

So the Rangers reach the halfway mark at 22-12-7 after going 11-2-2 in 
their past 15 contests. After all the issues through the first two-plus 
months, the Blueshirts are just five points off the pace they set last year 
when it all seemed to go so smoothly following the first couple of weeks. 

“We found our way out of our start,” Jacob Trouba said. “We’re more 
confident now than we were the first 20 games. We’re playing better 
hockey.” 

All true. But the Rangers are also going to be locked in a battle for a 
playoff spot with the Devils, who finished 47 points behind the Blueshirts 
a year ago in missing the tournament for the ninth time in 10 years. 

You could say that the Devils have come out of nowhere. Jimmy Vesey, 
the New York winger who gave his team a 1-0 lead in this one after 
spending last season wearing the New Jersey crest, would beg to differ. 

“I could see this coming,” No. 26 told The Post. “We started red-hot last 
year [7-3-2], and then we ran into injuries and wound up using nine 
goalies, I think. 

“But I knew about their talent. Their progress doesn’t surprise me. With 
Jack, Nico [Hischier] and Bratt, there are three high-end guys who can 
play with anyone in the league. Nico maybe doesn’t have the same flash 
or charisma, but he is a world class 200-foot player.” 

The Devils put pucks and bodies to the net throughout a first period in 
which they were credited by Natural Stat Trick with a 7-1 edge in high 
danger chances and a 19-9 edge in shots. Shesterkin’s brilliance enabled 
his team to take a 1-0 lead that became 2-0 early in the second on Julien 
Gauthier’s go-to-paint goal (what else?). 

Hughes cut the lead to 2-1 at 9:24 by intercepting Barclay Goodrow’s 
bizarre pass back into the zone from across the red line, blasting through 
the Ben Harpur-Braden Schneider pair and beating Shesterkin from close 
range. 

Chris Kreider’s goal from around the crease at 13:15 culminated a 
lengthy possession shift that restored the two-goal lead but not order. 
The Blueshirts were never able to pound the puck in and go on the 
forecheck. Were never able to turn the match into a half-court game. The 
ensuing wide open spaces favored New Jersey. 

Any space favors Hughes, the 21-year-old, 2019 first-overall who has 
matched his season-best of 26 goals that he established last season 
while limited to 49 games by an early shoulder dislocation and a late 
knee injury. 

“If you’re on against him as his check, you have to try and match his 
speed,” Vesey said. “You’ve got to be tight. You have to stay up on him. 
But it’s not easy. 

“He’s like a video game. The NHL video game has a turbo setting. That’s 
what he is. He just turns it on. Suddenly, he hits that switch and he’s on 
turbo. 

“I sat next to him in the room and he’s a really good guy. He had two 
pretty serious injuries so it wasn’t easy for him,” Vesey said. “I’m happy 
for him.” 

The Rangers would be a happier bunch had they left this game in second 
place. They had it in their grasp for a while, but got a bit footloose and 
fancy free while the Devils refused to go away. 

Let this be a reminder. Let this be a warning: There is no reason to 
expect anything different from the Devils the rest of the way. 

The race is on. 
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Igor Shesterkin's brilliant 39-save effort not enough for Rangers 

 

Mollie Walker 

3-4 minutes 1/8/2023 

 

On the three-year anniversary of Igor Shesterkin’s NHL debut, the 
Rangers are still struggling with their inability to give their star goalie 
enough support. 

Shesterkin was spectacular in the 4-3, overtime loss to the Devils on 
Saturday afternoon at Prudential Center, where he stopped 39 of the 43 
shots he faced — including three of the four he saw in the extra period — 
as the Rangers blew a two-goal lead in the third period before Damon 
Severson won it for the home team in the extra period. 

“It was back and forth a lot, and a lot of good scoring chances, obviously, 
Shesty was our best player again,” Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant 
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said. “He was outstanding. Gave us a chance to win a hockey game. He 
was great in there.” 

Facing the Devils for the third time this season, Shesterkin was sharp for 
a majority of the game. The Rangers’ recently named All-Star kept his 
rebounds to a minimum and stood tall against the Devils’ myriad high-
skilled forwards, who peppered him with shots for 60 minutes. 

Shesterkin played a key role in the Rangers’ ability to fend off the Devils’ 
5-on-3 power-play opportunity in the first period, from which they 
emerged with a 1-0 lead thanks in part to his 19 saves. It didn’t matter 
whose stick the shot was coming from, Shesterkin made each save look 
more effortless than the next. 

There was the pad save on Michael McLeod’s turnaround shot at 16:43 
of the first period, in addition to the glove save he made on Jesper Bratt’s 
shot from the right faceoff circle during the Devils’ stretch with the man 
advantage toward the end of the opening frame. Plus, he denied Tomas 
Tatar’s wide-open one-timer from the slot early in the second. 

Shesterkin helped maintain the Rangers’ comfortable lead until the Devils 
rode a momentum swing in the third period. 

Both goals Shesterkin gave up in the final 20 minutes were difficult to 
fend off. Bratt’s slap shot from the left faceoff circle whizzed right under 
the crossbar before Shesterkin could make a single move. And when a 
shot from below the blue line deflected right to the stick of Jack Hughes 
at the other side of the zone, Shesterkin couldn’t get over in time to get in 
front of the Devils star’s quick shot. 

Maybe Shesterkin could’ve had better positioning on Severson’s 
overtime winner off the rush, but after a long shift, Alexis Lafreniere 
collided with Yegor Sharangovich to spring the Devils for a two-on-one 
rush. Severson sniped the puck stick side on Shesterkin to secure the 
win. 

The Rangers are off on Sunday before they return to practice at MSG 
Training Center on Monday. 
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Rangers miss chance to move up division standings with OT loss to 
Devils 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-5 minutes 1/7/2023 

 

With the No. 2 spot in the Metropolitan Division on the line, the Rangers 
missed an opportunity.  

The Devils, no doubt feeling the heat from the losses that have piled up 
for them lately, scored twice in the third period to force overtime before 
Damon Severson net the game-winner 2:47 into the extra period, which 
handed the Rangers a frustrating, 4-3 loss Saturday afternoon at 
Prudential Center in front of a split crowd of red and blue.  

A regulation win would’ve allowed the Rangers to pass the Devils in the 
standings, but instead, the Blueshirts had to settle for a single point after 
blowing a two-goal lead at the start of the third period.  

“Just got to get the job done,” said Jimmy Vesey, who scored the first of 
the Rangers’ three goals through 40 minutes. “I don’t know what we did 
necessarily to give up two goals, but it was a big game, divisional game, 
and we could’ve passed them in the standings. It’s probably a period that 
we might want back. We’ve just got to get the job done.”  

It was, of course, Jack Hughes who kept the Devils in the game with two 
key goals that extended his scoring streak to five straight contests. His 
first cut the Rangers’ lead to 2-1 at 9:24 of the second period, when 
Hughes intercepted Barclay Goodrow’s pass back to the Rangers zone 
and split two defensemen, Braden Schneider and Ben Harpur, for the 
Devils’ first shot of the day that beat goalie Igor Shesterkin.  

After Chris Kreider cleaned up a rebound off K’Andre Miller’s drive to the 
net later in the middle frame, Jesper Bratt scored a power-play goal for 
the Devils roughly 8 ½ minutes into the third to make it a one-goal game 
once again.  

Hughes then scored his 19th goal in the last 20 games to even the score 
at three-all with 9:28 left in regulation, burying a puck that deflected right 
to his stick off a shot from the point.  

“They got that power-play goal and you knew they were going to get 
some momentum,” Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant said afterward. 
“They had some great chances in the first two periods, but once they got 
that power-play goal in the third, they started to carry that momentum a 
little bit. Like I said to our guys, ‘We’ve got to keep playing, we’ve got to 
keep forechecking.’ You’re not going to beat that team by standing there 
and watching them get speed in the neutral zone. They took it to us a 
little bit.”  

Despite Shesterkin’s 39-save performance, the Rangers started giving up 
one too many odd-man rushes beginning in the second period, and it 
quickly fueled the Devils’ game. The quality of Devils’ scoring chances 
improved, and with that, the Rangers were suddenly on their heels when 
they were supposed to be closing out their opponent. That hasn’t always 
come naturally to the Rangers this season, which is a trait they’ll have to 
improve if they hope to keep up in a tight division race.  

While the Rangers have worked toward turning their season around in 
the past month or so, the Devils entered having lost 10 of their past 13 
games after piecing together one of the best starts in the NHL. Their win 
on Saturday ended an eight-game losing streak at The Rock and should 
act as a morale boost.  

That second point the Rangers missed out on, however, could prove to 
be a critical one down the line. 
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Kirill Marchenko's hat trick helps Blue Jackets top Carolina Hurricanes 4-
3 in shootout 

 

Bailey Johnson 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Jan 7, 2023; Columbus, Ohio, USA;  Columbus Blue Jackets right wing 
Kirill Marchenko (86) scores against Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Antti 
Raanta (32) during a shootout period in the NHL hockey game between 
the Columbus Blue Jackets and the Carolina Hurricanes at Nationwide 
Arena on Saturday afternoon.  

In a season that has been devoid of feel-good moments for the Blue 
Jackets, Kirill Marchenko's ear-to-ear grin will be a lasting memory. 

The rookie forward tallied the first hat trick of his career — and the first 
hat trick by any rookie in the NHL this season — in Saturday's 4-3 
shootout win over the Carolina Hurricanes, and Marchenko's sheer 
delight at his accomplishment was palpable. After his third goal, which 
tied the game at 5:23 of the third period, the sellout crowd of 18,663 at 
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Nationwide Arena gave Marchenko an ovation as his grin grew, and 
grew, and grew. 

"You love to see him have a night like that, because the smile just gets 
bigger," coach Brad Larsen said. "It’s great." 

Marchenko scored his first goal at 7:26 of the second period and made it 
2-0 for the Blue Jackets (12-24-2) less than two minutes later. Both of the 
goals came on the power play, and both were assisted by fellow rookie 
Kent Johnson. 

But the Hurricanes, who entered the game at 25-8-6 and in first place in 
the Metropolitan Division, weren't going to go away quietly facing a 2-0 
deficit. 

Max Pacioretty halved the deficit shortly after Marchenko's second goal, 
and the Hurricanes tied the game by the 17:18 mark of the period. 
Exactly one minute later, Patrik Laine was whistled for tripping, and it 
took Carolina just 38 seconds to take the lead on the ensuing power play. 

After a five-goal second period, the third period was much slower; the 
two teams combined for just 11 shots on goal. The Blue Jackets had just 
four of those shots, but one of them was Marchenko's game-tying goal to 
complete the hat trick. 

"After two goals, I was just shooting with closed eyes," Marchenko said. 
"Keep shooting, and wow, score three. ... I don’t have words for this 
moment. It’s great." 

At the end of regulation, the Blue Jackets survived a late penalty kill to 
force overtime, which was played almost entirely at four-on-four after 
they completed the final five seconds of the penalty kill — a stoppage is 
required to bring the teams back to three-on-three, and there were no 
whistles in the entire five minutes of overtime. 

Marchenko was the first shooter in the shootout, and, perhaps 
unsurprisingly given his performance on the night, buried the puck past 
goaltender Antti Raanta. 

"I don’t think I go first, but coach said, ‘You go first,’ " Marchenko said. 
"Usually I just look at what first guy does in shootout, and look at goalie, 
how goalie plays, and after I think what I do. But now, I go first, think, 
‘Wow. OK. Just try.’ I did no great move, but I scored. It’s good." 

It took another four rounds of the shootout after Marchenko's tally for 
Johnson to bury the winner with a slick set of moves that befuddled 
Raanta. 

"Just try to come in wide, get him moving, fake the shot, take it on my 
backhand and get it up there," Johnson said, seemingly downplaying the 
skill it took to complete the move. 

Goaltender Joonas Korpisalo faced one final shooter after Johnson's 
goal, and he stopped Martin Necas to secure the win for the Blue 
Jackets. Shootouts don't officially count in a goalie's statistics, but if they 
did, Korpisalo would add two more saves to the 39 he made prior to the 
shootout. 

A day after the Blue Jackets took part in a high-intensity practice, with the 
goal of increasing their competitiveness, they played a competitive game 
against one of the best teams in the NHL. Their problems are far from 
solved, but in the midst of a long season, the Blue Jackets' effort and 
Marchenko's hat trick gave Larsen something to smile about. 

"The battle level was there," Larsen said. "It wasn’t total team, there was 
a few guys still that we’ve got some things to work through, but there was 
a lot of great efforts tonight. It starts from our goalie. He was there all 
night for us. It was a good start." 

Kirill Marchenko's teammates thrilled by his hat trick for Blue Jackets 

Cole Sillinger knows what it feels like to score a hat trick in your rookie 
season, so it was fitting that he had the assist on Marchenko's third goal. 
When the camera focused in on Marchenko sitting on the bench, it was 
Sillinger who got his attention and wore a smile almost as large as 
Marchenko's as the crowd celebrated. 

"It’s a pretty good feeling," Sillinger said. "I don’t know how many shots 
he had on net tonight, but seemed like he could’ve had more than three 
(goals). When that one went in, obviously a big goal in the moment. Tied 
it up 3-3. His third of the night. We were all just super happy. Guy that for 
sure deserves it. He works super hard." 

Marchenko's dogged efforts to learn English are subject to a few jokes — 
when asked what Marchenko brings to the locker room, Sillinger quipped, 
"Not a lot of English" — but it's evident that his upbeat personality has 
already endeared him to his teammates. 

"He’s obviously a great player and a great person, so I think everyone’s 
really happy for him," Johnson said. "It’s obviously huge for us. It’s 
unreal." 

Through his first 15 games in the NHL, Marchenko has eight goals and is 
already tied for third-most goals on the team with Johnson and Gustav 
Nyquist. And Marchenko isn't content just being a goal-scorer, much to 
the delight of his coach. 

"He loves to play," Larsen said. "You love talking to him. As much 
English as I can understand that comes out of him, I enjoy it. He’s so 
coachable. He wants to learn. It’s not just the offensive side. He’s coming 
to you with really good questions. He wants to see video on certain 
things to get better so he can be a two-way guy. 

"He’s always smiling. He’s always working. He’s a really neat personality 
to have around." 

Columbus Blue Jackets vs. Carolina Hurricanes: notes 

— Defenseman Adam Boqvist was a healthy scratch for Saturday's 
game. He returned to the lineup from a broken foot on Dec. 23 in 
Chicago and played five games before coming out of the lineup again, 
this time as a coach's decision. 

"He’s still a young defenseman," Larsen said. "There’s the areas that we 
want him to grow in, and he knows it and we’ve shown video and we’ve 
talked about it and he’s working at it. ... You never want to handcuff these 
guys, especially the guys with skill. But there has to be a line at some 
point. Puck management, defending, that one-on-one competitiveness, 
that has to be there. It’s required in the NHL." 

— Marchenko's hat trick was the sixth by a rookie in Blue Jackets history, 
and he is the fourth rookie in franchise history to score two power-play 
goals in the same game. 

Columbus Blue Jackets lineup vs. Carolina Hurricanes 

Forwards  

Johnny Gaudreau – Kent Johnson – Emil Bemstrom   

Gustav Nyquist – Jack Roslovic – Patrik Laine  

Liam Foudy – Sean Kuraly – Mathieu Olivier  

Kirill Marchenko – Cole Sillinger – Carson Meyer 

Defensemen  

Vladislav Gavrikov – Andrew Peeke  

Tim Berni – Erik Gudbranson  

Gavin Bayreuther - Marcus Bjork 

Goalies  

Elvis Merzlikins  

Joonas Korpisalo  

Scratched: D Adam Boqvist  

Injury/illness: C Boone Jenner (fractured thumb), G Elvis Merzlikins 
(illness), LW Eric Robinson (upper body), F Yegor Chinakhov (ankle), G 
Daniil Taraov (upper body), D Zach Werenski (shoulder), F Justin 
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Danforth (shoulder), D Jake Bean (shoulder), D Nick Blankenburg 
(broken ankle/high-ankle sprain), F Jakub Voracek (concussion). 

Up next for the Columbus Blue Jackets 

The Blue Jackets begin a two-game road trip on Sunday afternoon at 
Washington before traveling to Tampa to play the Lightning on Tuesday. 
Their next game in Columbus is also against the Hurricanes, who come 
back to town on Thursday. 
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Blue Jackets’ Kirill Marchenko unwraps first NHL hat trick: ‘It’s a dream 
for me’ 

 

By Aaron Portzline 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Kirill Marchenko’s smile grew even wider, which 
didn’t seem possible. He was still basking in the glow of his first NHL hat 
trick on Saturday when a reporter noted that his big day took place on the 
day most Russians celebrate Christmas. 

The Blue Jackets winger thought for a brief moment, likely to work 
through what he wanted to say in English. Then he unleashed this 
beauty: 

“I score on Dec. 31 against Chicago, so Russian Happy New Year,” 
Marchenko said. “I score (Saturday) on Russian Christmas. 

“I only score on Russian holidays!” 

Marchenko scored two second-period power-play goals to give the Blue 
Jackets a 2-0 lead, an early third-period goal to pull the Jackets into a 3-3 
tie, and added a goal in the first round of the shootout, guiding Columbus 
to a 4-3 win over Carolina. 

It was the first Blue Jackets hat trick this season, the first hat trick by a 
rookie in the NHL this season, and the sixth hat trick by a Blue Jackets’ 
rookie in franchise history. The last was Cole Sillinger vs. Vegas last 
March 13. 

Sillinger, who skated on a line with Marchenko and assisted on his third 
goal, was almost as excited as Marchenko. They embraced in front of the 
Blue Jackets’ bench, but Sillinger grabbed him by each shoulder and 
shook him for emphasis. 

Then Marchenko took a seat on the bench as hats showered the ice, 
staring up in awe when his face was shown on the big screen. 

“It’s a dream for me,” Marchenko said. “I just enjoyed the moment. 

“After two goals, just shooting everything. To score three goals and score 
in a shootout is a dream for me. It was really my dream to score three 
goals at home and all the fans shoot their hats. I say thank you so much 
for the fans.” 

Fellow rookie Kent Johnson, who assisted on Marchenko’s first two 
goals, scored the shootout game-winner in the fifth round, a nifty 
backhand roofer that befuddled Carolina goaltender Antti Raanta. 

“(Marchenko’s) shot is unreal, and he’s really smart,” Johnson said. “He 
knows how to get open, like all scorers. He’s got a knack for it.” 

Marchenko now has eight goals in 15 games since being recalled from 
AHL Cleveland on Dec. 5. In that brief amount of time, he’s already fourth 
on the club in scoring. 

He’s also added something else. 

Players in Cleveland raved about his attitude and personality when they 
were recalled to Columbus ahead of him, saying he’d brought a bunch of 
energy and positivity to the dressing room despite it being his first year in 
North America. 

He’s had the same effect on the Blue Jackets, who have been short on 
smiles as the injuries and losses have piled up. 

“(Marchenko) loves to play,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. “You 
love talking to him, as much English as I can understand that comes out 
of him. I enjoy it. He’s so … so coachable. He wants to learn, and it’s not 
just the offensive side. He’s coming to you with really good questions. He 
wants to see video on certain things to get better so he can be a two-way 
guy. 

“He’s always smiling. He’s always working. He’s a really neat personality 
to have around. You love to see him have a night like that because the 
smile just gets bigger.” 

The Jackets got back-to-back power plays in the second thanks to 
penalties on Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov. 

Marchenko struck first at 7:26 of the first period when he gathered the 
puck through the right circle with speed and faked a shot to the near 
post, which forced Raanta to lean hard against his pipes. Marchenko 
then darted behind the net and scored on a wrap around. 

At 9:02, just 12 seconds after Svechnikov stormed off for high-sticking, 
Marcenko was left all alone in front of Raanta when Johnson made a 
brilliant play at the blue line to keep the puck onside. He pushed it ahead 
to Marchenko for a wrister. 

The Blue Jackets allowed three unanswered goals in the back half of the 
second period, but Marchenko made another play to pull them even. 

At 5:23 of the third, he peeled off a Svechnikov check in the corner, spun 
around and scored from the left dot, the puck skidding through Meyer’s 
skates before beating Raanta through his five-hole. 

Marchenko had eight shots on goal, accounting for nearly half of the Blue 
Jackets’ (18) total. Incredibly, he did all this in only 13:54 of ice time, the 
fourth-fewest minutes among Blue Jackets’ forwards. 

Larsen didn’t hesitate to use him in the shootout, however. Marchenko 
was the first guy over the boards, skating through the left circle and 
beating Raanta wide of his left pad. 

“I didn’t think I’d go first, but coach said to go first,” Marchenko said. 
“Usually, I look at what the other guys are doing in the shootouts and 
look how the goalie plays, but now I go first. So I just tried hard. I just 
shoot. It’s working.” 

Patrik Laine scored in the second round, but then the Blue Jackets came 
up empty on attempts by Johnny Gaudreau and Gus Nyquist. Goaltender 
Joonas Korpisalo (39 saves) kept the game alive with a stop on 
Carolina’s Max Pacioretty and made Johnson’s goal in the fifth round by 
stopping Martin Necas. 

The Blue Jackets had lost nine of their previous 10 games, and they’ve 
suffered some of their most humbling defeats against Carolina in recent 
seasons. 

“It’s a special night (for Marchenko),” Larsen said. “We’ve been talking 
about his pace, well, tonight he was flying. That’s a hard team to find 
space against. That’s encouraging because they check so well. 

“That’s a heck of a night. Great to see.” 
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Minor league report: Alex Nylander leads Penguins to overtime win 
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Seth Rorabaugh 

1-2 minutes 1/7/2023 

 

An overtime goal by forward Alex Nylander gave the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins a 4-3 home win against the Hartford Wolf Pack 
at Mohegan Sun Arena in Wilkes-Barre on Saturday. 

Forward Jonathan Gruden scored two goals for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
(16-10-3-2) while forward Drake Caggiula and defenseman Jack St. 
Ivany each contributed three assists. Goaltender Taylor Gauthier made 
26 saves on 29 shots in the victory. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the rival Hershey 
Bears on Wednesday, 7 p.m. 

Goaltender Bailey Brkin made 32 saves on 34 saves for the Wheeling 
Nailers in a 3-2 road win against the Cincinnati Cyclones at Heritage 
Bank Center in Cincinnati. 

Forwards Taylor Drevitch, Carter Johnson and Brooklyn Kalmikov all 
scored goals for Wheeling (16-14-1-0) which has won three consecutive 
games. 
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Penguins notebook: Team seeks more top-6 scoring 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

3-4 minutes 1/7/2023 

 

For the Pittsburgh Penguins, Thursday’s 5-2 road loss to the Vegas 
Golden Knights was nothing out of the ordinary, especially because it 
was their sixth consecutive loss. 

What was different was how they generated their offense. Each goal 
came by way of their top line. 

In their five previous games, no such thing happened. 

Forward Bryan Rust suggests a simple formula for all of the team’s top-
six forwards to generate more offense in advance of Sunday’s road game 
against the Arizona Coyotes. 

“We’d like to score some goals,” Rust said to media that traveled to the 
Coyotes’ practice rink in Scottsdale, Ariz., on Saturday. “We’ve got to try 
to get some more time in the offensive zone. The more time you spend 
there, the more pucks we get to the net. The probability and chances of 
scoring goals — you can score an ugly one or score a pretty one, it 
doesn’t matter — go up.” 

Sunday’s game will be the Penguins’ first at the Mullett Arena on the 
campus of Arizona State in Tempe, Ariz. 

After being evicted, essentially, from Desert Diamond Arena in Glendale, 
Ariz., after the 2021-22 season, the Coyotes are using Mullett Arena as a 
lifeboat of sorts until they get a permanent home building squared away 
elsewhere in the Phoenix area. 

Named after Arizona State benefactors Donald and Barbara Mullett, 
Mullett Arena holds only 5,000 spectators, a figure well below all other 
NHL venues. 

“For us college guys, it’s going to be a lot of fun to be back in a college 
building again,” Rust said. “I’ve heard it’s a really nice building. They’ve 
got some good crowds, and they’ve got a lot of wins there.” 

Hallander out of hospital 

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins forward Filip Hallander was released 
from Geisinger Wyoming Valley Medical Center in Wilkes-Barre on 
Friday night after he appeared to be seriously injured during a 4-2 home 
loss to the Charlotte Checkers at Mohegan Sun Arena. 

Late in the contest, Hallander was hit into the left corner boards and fell 
to the ice awkwardly. Almost immediately, teammates began to signal for 
medical assistance. 

Eventually, Hallander was removed from the ice on a stretcher and taken 
to the hospital. 

The remainder of the game — there was 1:12 left — was canceled with 
the Checkers being credited with a victory. 

Per a release from the team, Hallander underwent testing and 
examination before being released and returning home to rest. The 
specific nature or severity of Hallander’s injury was not disclosed. He was 
scratched from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton’s lineup for a home contest 
against the Hartford Wolf Pack on Saturday. 

A native of Sweden, Hallander, 22, is one of the top prospects in the 
Pittsburgh Penguins’ organization. Selected in the second round (No. 58 
overall) of the 2018 draft, Hallander is in his second professional season 
in North America. 

This season, he was recalled to the NHL roster Nov. 8 and appeared in 
two games with no points and an average ice time of 9:58. 

Hallander, who scored the first goal of Friday’s game, is Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton’s third-leading scorer this season with 25 points (eight 
goals, 17 assists) in 26 games. 

 

Tribune Review LOADED: 01.08.2023 

1264602 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Penguins forward prospect Filip Hallander released from hospital 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

2-2 minutes 1/7/2023 

 

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins forward Filip Hallander was released 
from the hospital after appearing to be seriously injured Friday during a 
4-2 home loss to the Charlotte Checkers at Mohegan Sun Arena in 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Late in regulation, Hallander was hit into the left corner boards of the 
Checkers’ zone and fell to the ice awkwardly. Almost immediately, 
teammates signaled for medical assistance and, eventually, Hallander 
was transported off the ice on a stretcher. 

The remainder of the game — there was 1:12 left in regulation — was 
canceled with the Checkers being credited with a victory. 

Per a release from the team, Hallander was taken to Geisinger Wyoming 
Valley Medical Center in Wilkes-Barre. After undergoing testing and 
examination, Hallander was released Friday evening and returned home 
to rest. 

The specific nature or severity of Hallander’s injury was not released. 
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A native of Sweden, Hallander, 22, is one of the top prospects in the 
Pittsburgh Penguins’ organization. Selected in the second round (No. 58 
overall) of the 2018 draft, Hallander is in his second professional season 
in North America. 

This season, he was recalled to the NHL roster Nov. 8 and appeared in 
two games with no points and an average ice time of 9:58 per contest. 

Hallander, who scored the first goal of Friday’s game, is Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton’s third-leading scorer this season with 25 points (eight 
goals, 17 assists) in 26 games. 
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Penguins preparing for road game with collegiate feel against Coyotes 

 

Andrew Destin 

5-6 minutes 1/7/2023 

 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — The Penguins’ latest attempt to end their six-
game losing streak will require a visit to an unusual yet familiar setting. 

When Pittsburgh faces off with Arizona on Sunday night, it won’t do so at 
either Footprint Center or Desert Diamond Arena, both former homes of 
the Coyotes since they moved from Winnipeg in 1996. Instead, the 
Penguins will take the ice at the Coyotes’ temporary home: 4,600-seat 
Mullett Arena, a collegiate-sized arena on Arizona State’s campus in 
Tempe. 

“I don’t know what to expect,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “I’ve heard it’s a 
real exciting place. It’s an intimate environment. It’s got a college feel to 
it. The fans are on top of you. I’m sure we’ll be excited to play there. I 
know it has a lot of energy, and I think our guys are excited to play there.” 

Desert Diamond Arena, in conjunction with the city of Glendale, elected 
not to renew their operating agreement with the Coyotes after the 2021-
22 season. As such, Arizona had to scramble for a short-term solution in 
the heart of Tempe after nearly two decades playing in Glendale. 

The Coyotes’ first six games of the season were on the road while the 
team scrambled to get its new home up to NHL standards. Arizona 
installed a temporary visitors’ locker room, which was originally draped 
by curtains and drew the ridicule of many across the league. 

The team has since installed new dressing rooms, which Coyotes 
general manager Bill Armstrong discussed during an episode of “The 
Athletic Hockey Show.” 

“It’s not perfect,” Armstrong said of the locker rooms. “I explained that to 
our players, and we had a partnership with our players in helping build a 
lot of the dressing rooms. And I said to them, ‘When it’s temporary, it’s 
never perfect, but it’s good enough to get us by right now.’ ” 

The Penguins won’t get to witness firsthand what all the fuss was about 
back in October, but they will be privy to a unique NHL experience. As of 
Saturday night, the cheapest resale ticket on Ticketmaster is $115, plus 
fees. Not to mention, that purchase would provide you with a standing-
room-only ticket. 

What Mullett Arena lacks in attendance numbers, it makes up for with 
highly coveted tickets to a college-like atmosphere that Penguins like 
Bryan Rust, who played at Notre Dame, are looking forward to 
experiencing. 

“I think, for us college guys, it’s going to be a lot of fun to be back in a 
college building again,” Rust said. “I think, for some of these first-time 

college guys, it’ll be fun, as well. I’ve heard it’s a really nice building. 
They get some good crowds, and they’ve been getting a lot of wins there, 
so it’s a good test for us.” 

The Coyotes may be in seventh place in the Western Conference’s 
Central division, but they’re 7-3-2 at home this season, far better than 
their 6-17-3 mark away from Mullett Arena. Teddy Blueger, who attended 
Minnesota State, used to play hockey in a similar-sized arena of 5,200 
people (Mayo Clinic Health System Event Center) when he was in 
college. 

“Whenever you get a small rink but a lot of people in there, it always 
makes for a good atmosphere,” Blueger said. 

Players across the league like Buffalo’s Tage Thompson and Florida’s 
Matthew Tkachuk, as well as several others, have provided rave reviews 
about the quality of the ice at Mullett Arena, which opened for hockey on 
Oct. 14, 2022. Though Rust and Blueger haven’t heard anything about 
the ice from contemporaries in the NHL, the former wouldn’t be surprised 
if the new rink’s playing surface is worthy of the hype. 

“I’m assuming — with a few less people in the rink, a little smaller 
building — it probably makes for some easier ways to make the ice 
better,” Rust said. “I don’t doubt that one bit.” 

The Penguins’ first time at Mullett Arena will come a couple hours before 
game time; the team spent Saturday afternoon practicing at the Coyotes’ 
practice facility, Ice Den Scottsdale. 

Since the team has yet to see firsthand what’s in store for them come 
Sunday evening, players like Blueger can hang onto their curiosity 
toward Mullett Arena for just a little bit longer. 

“I guess we’ll see how it is when we get there.” 

Probably no Poehling 

Ryan Poehling did not practice with the team Saturday afternoon and 
instead watched from the glass in street clothes. Sullivan said it is 
“unlikely” Poehling will play against the Coyotes as he remains day to 
day with an injury. Poehling participated in Wednesday’s practice but did 
not play in the Penguins’ 5-2 loss to the Vegas Golden Knights on 
Thursday night. 

In Poehling’s absence, Pittsburgh’s line rushes during Saturday’s 
practice were identical to the ones the team used against Vegas. Mark 
Friedman rotated in with the other six defensemen during line rushes. 
Jeff Petry, who is eligible to come off long-term injured reserve on 
Sunday, once again skated separately from the team after practice. 
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Yohe: It’s time for Penguins GM Ron Hextall to make a move 

 

By Josh Yohe 

Jan 7, 2023 

 

LAS VEGAS — Ron Hextall usually travels with the Penguins, but he’s 
not on this road trip. 

Perhaps he couldn’t stomach witnessing in person how his team is 
performing and, while that would be understandable, he’s also the one 
who constructed this team. So, it’s on him. 

While the Penguins are out west, Hextall needs to be working the 
phones. Right now. To anyone who will listen. 
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There is a widely held belief in professional sports that displaying signs of 
panic or desperation is unbecoming and to be avoided. In this case, I 
couldn’t possibly disagree more. The Penguins should be showing signs 
of panic and desperation. 

When Hextall agreed to lengthy deals with Evgeni Malkin, Kris Letang, 
Bryan Rust and Rickard Rakell — all of whom are almost 30 or older — 
last summer, the pronouncement was loud and clear: To hell with the 
future, we’re winning the Cup sooner rather than later. 

Through 38 games, the plan has been an abject failure. 

Sidney Crosby has held up his end of the bargain, and then some. He’s 
been great. A few other members of the Penguins — notably Rakell, 
Marcus Pettersson, Jason Zucker and Tristan Jarry — have played very 
well. For the most part, however, the Penguins have been substantially 
disappointed. They’ve already endured losing streaks of seven and six 
games. 

This doesn’t look like a championship team. It might not even be a playoff 
team at this rate. I wouldn’t necessarily bet against them making the 
playoffs, but are you convinced this is a postseason team? You probably 
shouldn’t be at the moment. 

There are a number of reasons why Hextall needs to make a deal. Allow 
me to break them down for you. 

The first period on Thursday in Vegas 

Yep, that’s the reason. And I’ll tell you why. The Penguins looked as 
lethargic as possible one day earlier during practice in Vegas. Coach 
Mike Sullivan blew his whistle five minutes into the practice, halting play. 
He barked at the Penguins that their tempo in practice wasn’t good and 
that he needed to see more. In other words, his team, which had been 
playing poorly, felt like having a fun night in Vegas and then looked like a 
dud in practice the next day. 

No big deal, honestly. It happens. These guys are human and, in 
general, their work ethic is excellent. Lots of professionals on this team. 

So, how did they respond? They played their worst period of the season 
24 hours later and looked quite disinterested in doing anything remotely 
related to winning hockey. It was an embarrassing display of hockey and 
I wouldn’t be shocked if it embarrassed Sullivan. It was a disrespectful 
response to a coach who is probably going to be in the Hockey Hall of 
Fame someday. Think about it. They had just fallen out of a playoff spot 
in the standings. It’s January now, not October. They had lost five in a 
row at that point. They weren’t working hard in practice. And then they 
no-show the first period during the following night. 

That’s the sign of a team that is far, far too relaxed. Relaxed teams aren’t 
winning teams. 

Trading players to “shake up the room” can be dangerous. It’s old 
fashioned. Often, it’s stupid. In this case, however, it’s warranted. This 
team is far too relaxed for a group that hasn’t won a playoff series in five 
years. The Penguins have arguably the best coach in hockey and 
arguably the best captain in hockey. If those two are going to be 
disrespected, a change for the sake of change is prudent. 

The Penguins’ bottom six is a real problem 

Jeff Carter isn’t quite as bad as the Internet portrays him to be, but he’s 
no longer an effective No. 3 center. He’s getting old. It happens. I still 
think he’s OK on the wing, but he’s not being deployed in a way that is 
helping the Penguins. 

That’s because there’s no one else to help. 

Teddy Blueger is a fine penalty killer and a solid player. He also has one 
goal in 23 games. That’s not getting it done. Danton Heinen has three 
goals in 33 games and hasn’t scored since October. Kasperi Kapanen 
has been much better lately, but do you trust him to play well for the rest 
of the season? I don’t. Brock McGinn is on pace for 20 goals. Kudos to 
him. Do you think he’ll continue that pace in the second half? Maybe, but 

it’s a reach. Ryan Poehling hasn’t been bad at all. There’s potential there. 
I actually like his game a good bit. Of course, he has four goals in 31 
games. Josh Archibald has exceeded expectations but four goals in 30 
games is nothing to get excited about, either. 

The point is, it’s a below-average bottom six and the pressure it puts on 
the Penguins’ aging superstars is considerable. 

The Penguins’ blue line has its flaws too 

Brian Dumoulin looks done. He’s been a standout player for a long time, 
but his decline over the past couple of years has been steady and he 
appears to have plummeted. Can the Penguins keep playing him? How 
is he helping them? 

Chad Ruhwedel has struggled in recent weeks, also. 

Ty Smith has been reasonably decent since being recalled, but I’m not 
sure he’s ready for primetime. P-O Joseph has been something of a 
revelation this season and I love his talent. He’s an NHL defenseman 
now, but I’ll caution you that the Penguins are very careful with him and 
his matchup deployment. Too much responsibility for the rookie may 
become a problem. 

Jeff Petry will be back soon, which is good. But he’s been something of a 
disappointment so far. He hasn’t been horrible, but the Penguins were 
hoping for more. 

Kris Letang shouldn’t be out much longer, either. It goes without saying 
that the Penguins need him in the lineup. It also goes without saying that 
he’s having one of the worst seasons of his professional career. He’s 
dealt with uncommon obstacles and tragedy with great bravery and is to 
be commended. But at the risk of sounding callous, he needs to play 
better for the Penguins to improve. 

And so, my attention shifts back to Hextall. Whether it was his authentic 
desire or not, the summer plan was very, very clear. Keep the band 
together. Produce some more albums. Win another Cup. 

So far, if this season were a concert, it would be one of those 
uncomfortable experiences where the band is playing all of its new 
songs, and everyone in the audience just wants to hear the damn hits. 

The Penguins and Hextall banked on this team being able to turn back 
the clock and reclaim previous glories. It’s what the stars wanted. It’s 
what the fans wanted. To his credit, Hextall made everyone happy. 

But there is no joy in the standings. Hextall has made some wonderful 
choices, but he’s also made some horrific mistakes. The Kapanen 
contract remains utterly bizarre. The decision to protect Carter in the 
expansion draft continues to baffle me. The Penguins should have been 
going out of their way that summer to keep Brandon Tanev and Jared 
McCann. It would have been tricky, but it was possible. Wouldn’t those 
two would look good on the Penguins’ third line right about now? 

So, yes, mistakes have been made. We could go on and on. But it 
doesn’t matter. Being a hockey general manager is akin to life. We all 
have bad days. We all make mistakes. What are you doing today to 
make yourself better? What are you doing today to make your team 
better tomorrow? 

It’s time for Hextall to remove himself from his comfort level and make a 
move. Maybe more than one. Members of the Penguins’ organization will 
immediately bemoan the salary cap, and how difficult it is to make trades 
right now. 

Yep. This is a fact. It is. 

But here’s what you need to know: Craig Patrick would have made a 
trade by now. Ray Shero, too. Jim Rutherford? Hell, he may have traded 
half of the team by now. 

Hextall’s style is different than that of his predecessors, and that’s OK. 
But it’s time to channel those guys. The decision was made during the 
summer that the Penguins were all in, championship or bust, short-term 
gratification over long-term stability. 
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This is a team badly in need of help to attain its goals. It’s time for the 
general manager to do something. 
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NHL99: Evgeni Malkin and the chip on his shoulder that led him to 
greatness 

 

Rob Rossi 

Jan 7, 2023 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Evgeni Malkin learned some hard lessons well before he became an 
NHL superstar. He learned quite a few after becoming one, too. 

Malkin, one of the greatest Russian-born players ever, was not a must-
see prodigy from one of his country’s hotbeds for talent. Though he took 
to the sport at a young age, he went relatively unnoticed abroad until his 
2004 draft-eligible year — and even then, despite ultimately becoming 
the second player selected in that draft, he was clearly behind longtime 
rival Alexander Ovechkin. 

“We liked what we knew of him,” said Craig Patrick, the former Pittsburgh 
Penguins general manager who selected Malkin after the Washington 
Capitals took Ovechkin in 2004. “We’d done our homework on Malkin, 
and I even told someone that he might end up being the best player in 
that draft. I believed it, with his size and skill, and I always liked the idea 
of a centerman being somebody you built around. 

“But even while we were scouting him, you had the idea that a lot of 
teams were unsure about Malkin,” Patrick said. “You looked at him and 
liked his size. You watched him play, and he dominated. But I remember 
thinking we thought we had a franchise player if he fell to us, and that 
wasn’t a consensus opinion.” 

It didn’t matter what other NHL clubs thought of Malkin. With Ovechkin, a 
white-hot hyped prospect being a lock at No. 1, Patrick wasn’t about to 
let a 6-foot-3, 190-plus-pound center with a playmaker’s vision and a 
goal-scorer’s touch get past the Penguins. 

“I’m lucky,” said Malkin, the No. 26 player on The Athletic’s list of the top 
100 players in post-1967 expansion NHL history. “Pittsburgh is the 
perfect place for me.” 

Pittsburgh and Malkin’s hometown of Magnitogorsk share an industrial 
heritage and blue-collar DNA. Even Pittsburgh’s usually gray skies and 
brown waterways reminded him of home. That the Penguins were owned 
by Mario Lemieux, a star whose brightness reached even Magnitogorsk, 
only endeared his future club more to Malkin. 

If only he could get to Pittsburgh. 

And that’s the first lesson of Malkin’s story: To get what you want, you’ve 
got to take control. 

Malkin doesn’t much care to talk about the details surrounding his 
clandestine escape from his Russian national team in the summer of 
2006. That’s because in leaving that squad behind — literally sneaking 
away from teammates at night during training camp so he could board a 

plane to a country that would grant him a travel visa to Canada — Malkin 
also had to suddenly abandon his family and friends. 

His family was small, consisting of his parents and brother. His friends 
were few, a byproduct of growing up in a small town. Still, Malkin was 20 
when he left everything he knew behind to chase an NHL dream. He did 
know, on some level, that being forced to break free of Russia’s grip on 
his career and life would forever change his relationship with his home 
country. 

But he had no choice. 

After the Penguins drafted Malkin in 2004, front-office personnel from 
Metallurg, Magnitogorsk’s prized hockey club, made a surprise visit to 
Malkin’s house. Under the guise of congratulations and celebrations, they 
pressured him into signing an extension to stay with his hometown 
squad. His departure, they said, would ruin Metallurg. 

Malkin was 18. He was torn between beginning his dream of playing in 
the NHL and, as it was explained to him, being the downfall of a civic 
treasure. 

Metallurg personnel refused to leave Malkin’s house until he signed an 
extension. That extension delayed his NHL debut by two full years. 

It’s no coincidence that when Malkin finally was granted the chance to 
play for the Penguins, he scored in his first game. Then, he scored in his 
next five games. 

“Never seen anything like it,” Sidney Crosby said of his then-new 
teammate’s historic burst onto the NHL scene. “I think that was the first 
real sign we all had how special Geno would be.” 

Malkin went through so much to reach the NHL. His agent, J.P. Barry, 
hatched the plan for him to sneak away from the Russian national team 
during a training camp outside of Russia, a voyage that took Malkin to 
Toronto, Los Angeles and, finally, Pittsburgh. The whirlwind adventure 
dragged his emotions between excitement, fear and regret. 

“My dream was to play in the NHL,” Malkin said. “This was not how I 
wished to get there.” 

But even after a Calder Trophy and a sophomore season in which he 
finished second — to Ovechkin — in the Hart and Art Ross Trophy races, 
Malkin still had to lean on something he learned as a child to help him get 
to a point no Russian-born NHL player had gone before. 

And that’s the second lesson of Malkin’s story: Pain comes before 
pleasure. 

One day during a practice for his youth team in Magnitogorsk, Malkin fell 
hard onto the ice. His wrist was fractured. This happened a couple of 
days before a big travel tournament, which Malkin had eagerly 
anticipated because he felt his team could win. He had never won a 
championship to that point, and he wanted that first title. 

His coach wanted Malkin to play, even in a limited capacity. So did 
Malkin’s dad, who believed his son could still help the team despite his 
right forearm being in a cast. 

Malkin’s mother said no. And because she ruled the roost, that was that. 

Except it wasn’t. 

Young Evgeni Malkin, with the help of his father, persuaded his mother to 
let him travel with the team for moral support. She obliged, never 
knowing that Malkin had stashed his gear in one of the vans transporting 
players to the tournament. Without media coverage of any kind, there 
was no way for Malkin’s mother to monitor the weekend tournament. She 
simply believed her son had gone to cheer on his mates. 

To her surprise, he returned home a few days later in tears — and with a 
mutilated cast. Malkin had played, cutting the cast at his wrist so he could 
better handle the stick. But his tears weren’t from physical agony, but 
rather because none of it — the sketchy plan by him and his dad, the 
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betrayal of his mother’s wishes, the struggle to play with one healthy arm 
— had been worth it. 

“We didn’t win,” Malkin said. “I played my best, but I was not in my best 
condition. But I could play (and) I should play great if I can play. I was not 
my best and we lost. I can’t forget even now.” 

By his third NHL season, Malkin was in the conversation as one of the 
world’s best hockey players. Also in that group were the two men who 
would forever overshadow him: Ovechkin and Crosby. Even though 
Malkin won the Art Ross Trophy as the NHL’s leading scorer in the 2008-
09 season, all eyes were on Ovechkin and Crosby for the first Penguins-
Capitals showdown of the stars’ era in the second round of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

Malkin was seen as a supporting character, even though he scored an 
overtime goal in Game 5 in Washington that proved pivotal to winning the 
series. The Penguins won in Game 7, also in Washington, and returned 
to the Eastern Conference finals, which they’d won the previous season 
in a series where Malkin injured his ribs. 

The pain of those injured ribs is not what haunted Malkin in the summer 
of 2008. It was how that injury limited him for the remainder of the 2008 
Eastern finals and in the Stanley Cup Final, which the Penguins lost to 
the Red Wings. He used that memory — a nagging feeling that he 
somehow had let down not only his teammates and the city of Pittsburgh, 
but everybody who knew him — as motivation throughout the 2008-09 
season. 

Even his Penguins teammates didn’t know what was about to happen. 

“I was ready,” Malkin said. “I had something to prove.” 

Believe it or not, the Penguins were vulnerable to an upset by a 
Hurricanes team they would ultimately sweep in the 2009 Eastern finals. 
Pittsburgh had come off a couple of emotional series wins against the 
Flyers and Capitals — the franchise’s two fiercest rivals — and was 
looking ahead to a rematch with the Red Wings in the Cup Final. 

“I thought we could get them,” said Jim Rutherford, who was the 
Hurricanes’ general manager at the time. “(The Penguins) might have 
been a more talented team than us, but I thought we could get at least 
one of those early games in Pittsburgh, and then make it a long series. 

“I still think I was right. Malkin just wouldn’t allow it.” 

In the first game, at Pittsburgh’s old Civic Arena, Malkin scored and set 
up a goal in the Penguins’ 3-2 victory. It was Game 2, though, that will 
forever be remembered as what Crosby called “The Geno Game.” 

Or, as former Penguins winger Bill Guerin said: “You never think a series 
is over after Game 2, but it was over after Game 2. Nobody was stopping 
Malkin, and everybody knew it.” 

The signature goal of the historic season is the stuff of legend in 
Pittsburgh. 

Malkin blew open a tight game as part of a three-goal, one-assist 
performance that announced to the hockey world that he would be the 
one administering the pain this time. 

The faceoff was in the left circle, the prime spot for Malkin to win a draw. 
When the puck went forward, it looked in real time as though Malkin had 
been beaten cleanly. He hadn’t. 

“(Malkin) pushed it forward, got it behind the goal, swooped around and 
then he turns around and lifts a backhand,” said Max Talbot, Malkin’s 
right winger throughout that postseason. “The guys on both teams were 
stunned — all except Geno.” 

“I had no clue he was going to try it,” said Talbot, who had the best view 
of anyone on the goal that is now affectionately known as “The Geno.” 

“I remember thinking, ‘We lost the faceoff,’” said Ruslan Fedotenko, the 
left winger on Malkin’s line during the Penguins’ 2009 Cup run. “It was 
only after he scored that I realized what Geno had done.” 

For coach Dan Bylsma, time seemed to stand still. He needed to watch a 
replay to realize what had just happened. 

“The degree of difficulty of that entire play is off the charts,” Bylsma said. 
“To try it — forget doing it, but to try it — in an Eastern Conference final 
takes confidence that I would have never had, and I don’t think you’ll find 
many players that would even think about it.” 

Added Crosby: “No, I don’t think I would. But that’s Geno. Man, he was 
awesome in that series; that whole playoffs, really.” 

Malkin described the goal as “not too great.” Really. 

“Everybody sees spin-o-rama and I score, but my job was to push the 
puck to Max and then I go to the net,” he said. “The puck went too deep 
and I have to get it — then, you know, it’s, like, ‘I do it myself.’ 

“After I spin around, the puck was on my stick good and it was time to 
shoot. That’s it! So people tell me about that goal, but I don’t know — I 
think I scored better ones. It’s not my best, but everybody loves it.” 

“Not my best,” he says, but the goal in Game 2, which the Penguins won, 
is what Malkin considers “my most important.” The performance in that 
series — six goals, three assists in a four-game sweep — “was maybe 
my best hockey,” he said. 

“But I play good against Detroit, too,” Malkin said. “I had to. I owed the 
team because we lost the year before. 

“When you don’t win, it’s hell. When you get close and lose, everything 
you feel is empty, everything hurts. But pain, you know, can be good. It 
teaches you.” 

With two goals and six assists in a seven-game classic against the Red 
Wings, Malkin helped steer the Penguins to the Stanley Cup. He was 
voted the Conn Smythe winner, becoming the first Russian-born player to 
win that award. 

And he finally won a championship. 

“I’m lucky, maybe, my first championship is the Stanley Cup,” he said. 
“You always love your first.” 

Two more Stanley Cup titles later, as well as the Hart Trophy for the 
2011-12 season, and Malkin is among only a handful of players to have 
won the Calder (for rookie of the year), Hart (for MVP), Ross (for the 
single-season points title), Smythe (for playoffs MVP), Ted Lindsay (for 
player-voted MVP) and the Stanley Cup. 

None of those awards, nor his multiple Cup wins, was enough to earn 
Malkin a spot on the NHL’s 2017 list of the 100 best players of all time. 
The slight crushed him, bringing back feelings from his youth that he 
would never be seen as a great hockey player because the greatest 
Russian hockey players came from Moscow or Saint Petersburg, not 
places like Magnitogorsk. He also couldn’t help thinking back to all the 
talk early in his career about how the NHL belonged to Ovechkin and 
Crosby, even if Malkin was right there with them in terms of production 
and achievement. 

“It hurt me deeply,” Malkin said. “What must I do to be seen as one of the 
best players? I think I am.” 

Sergei Gonchar is one of Malkin’s closest friends. He’s also Malkin’s 
former teammate with the Penguins and with the Russian national team. 
He’s admittedly biased, but… 

“I have Geno in the top three of Russian players,” Gonchar said. “There’s 
Alex, and I think Geno is a better overall player, and there’s Sergei 
Fedorov, and Geno might be better than him by the time he’s done.” 

Gonchar might be a little biased, but he might actually be underselling 
Malkin’s legacy. It’s certainly debatable and it’s clearly close, but of the 
nine Russian players who made The Athletic’s NHL99 list, Malkin lands 
second — behind Ovechkin and a shade ahead of Fedorov at 33. For 
good reason. 
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Over his career, Malkin has been worth around 46 wins, which is second 
among Russian-born players behind only Ovechkin at 60.6. Part of that 
difference is a matter of Ovechkin suiting up for 300 more games than 
Malkin. On a per-82-game basis, Malkin has averaged 3.85 wins per 
season while Ovechkin is only narrowly ahead at 3.90. Nikita Kucherov 
(3.91) and Pavel Bure (3.87) also rank that highly, but neither has the 
longevity of Ovechkin and Malkin. 

“Alex and Evgeni will always be talked about together — in Russia and 
the NHL,” Gonchar said. “It’s good company.” 

Malkin lived with Gonchar during his earliest NHL years, but Gonchar first 
noticed Malkin’s desire to stand out among Russian players when they 
spent the 2004-05 NHL lockout playing for Metallurg. Then, Gonchar 
said, Malkin was “this big, talented kid who talked about being seen as 
great among Russian players but also becoming one of the best players 
in the world.” 

“He did it,” Gonchar said. 

Malkin needed his first NHL season to acclimate himself to the North 
American lifestyle as much as its brand of hockey. Even then, as he was 
rolling toward consensus top rookie honors and proving Patrick’s 
prediction correct — that the Penguins had found a franchise pillar in 
Malkin — the comparisons to teammate Crosby and rival Ovechkin 
weighed on Malkin. 

“Evgeni doesn’t seek the spotlight, but he deserves more of it than he’s 
been given,” Gonchar said. “He never said it bothered him, but if you 
know him you could tell it did because he wanted to be the best.” 

Malkin had one more lesson to learn early in his career, and it’s one he 
has had to carry with him throughout: Only worry about what you can 
control. 

“I’ve learned many lessons in life,” Malkin said. “Some help me with 
hockey. Others help me with life, you know? 

“I would like people to know my story and see you can overcome 
disappointment, pain, and be a champion.” 
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Penguins Practice: Special Teams Tweak, Players Shave the Scruff 

 

Published 14 hours ago on January 7, 2023 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — It won’t be the biggest news of the season. It 
won’t even be the biggest news of the hour, but a couple of players mired 
in scoring slumps got rid of the scruff or greatly trimmed the beard. 

Jeff Carter was clean-shaven with a tight haircut, and Jason Zucker 
ditched the bushy beard for a tightly trimmed version. This follows Teddy 
Blueger’s haircut and Kasperi Kapanen chopping lettuce, too. 

Given the limitations of this suburban rink, the Ice Den, player access 
was limited to a few preselected players rather than the entire room. 
Sadly, shave-gate will have to wait. 

Now then … 

In more serious news, it appears the Pittsburgh Penguins’ beleaguered 
lineup will be without Kris Letang when they face the Arizona Coyotes 
Sunday at Mullet Arena. Letang remained away from the team Saturday 
when they practiced in Scottsdale. 

Letang suffered a lower-body injury more than a week ago. He was likely 
to miss the Winter Classic on Monday, but his father passed away last 
weekend. The Penguins placed Letang on the non-roster list so he could 
be with family in Montreal. 

Coach Mike Sullivan said in Las Vegas, the team is respectful of Letang’s 
situation and respectful of his space. PHN shares that respect. 

The Penguins are winless in six and have played the last three games 
without their top two defensemen, Letang and Jeff Petry. Petry is with the 
team and skated after practice. 

The lines at practice remained the same as at the start of the game 
against the Vegas Golden Knights on Thursday. Ryan Poehling was 
absent, and Sullivan said he, too, is unlikely to play. 

The story will be updated with additional Mike Sullivan quotes and a 
Bryan Rust wisecrack. 

Update: What would the Penguins’ top-six like to do better? 

“We’d like to score some more goals,” Bryan Rust said. 

Yep, he got me. But he continued. 

“I think we’ve got to get more time in the offensive zone. I think the more 
time spent in there, the more pucks we get to the net, I think there is 
probably a chance to score more goals — to score an ugly one, score a 
pretty one, doesn’t matter,” Rust said. 

Rickard Rakell was on the top power-play unit. Ty Smith remained atop 
the unit with Evgeni Malkin, Sidney Crosby, and Jake Guentzel. 

Crosby assumed a slot-to-net role. Rakell took the mid-wall position — 
the same one Bryan Rust took on PP2. 

P.O Joseph remained on top of PP2 with Rust, Zucker, Carter, and 
Kapanen. 

Practice Notes: 

Unlike Wednesday, Sullivan did not have to stop practice to chide his 
team for their lethargic performance. The coaches spent little time on the 
whiteboard; the pace was lively. 

Mark Friedman remains the spare defenseman. 

There was a noticeable urgency and speed to Kasperi Kapanen in 
several drills. To his credit, he was skating at full-game speed in at least 
one of them. His jersey flapped as he pressured Ty Smith on the rush. 
Largely, the entire team was at full speed, but Kapanen stood out. He 
played nearly 15 minutes on Thursday against Vegas, his highest total 
since Nov. 5. 

Mullet Arena is unique by NHL standards. It seats only 5,000 and was 
constructed as a college rink. Both Teddy Blueger and Rust played 
college hockey. So, too, did Mike Sullivan. 

“I’ve heard it’s a real exciting place. You know, it’s an intimate 
environment. You know, it’s got a college feel to it,” Sullivan said. “The 
fans are on top of you. I’m sure we’ll be excited to play this. I know it has 
a lot of energy. I think our guys are excited.” 
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Penguins Trade Block: Updated Trade Chips & Values 
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TEMPE, AZ — The NHL trade market is clogged. Possibilities to improve 
the Pittsburgh Penguins are not the hopeful or rose-colored projections 
the organization would like, nor will Penguins fans. Amid their second 
desert-like dry spell this season, the Penguins are fighting to make the 
playoffs. The on-ice problems seem to be multiplying, and suddenly 
some of those problems seem to result from team makeup. 

As PHN strongly opined about the Penguins on Friday, it is time for GM 
Ron Hextall to begin fixing what ails the Penguins, who have only 19 
wins in 38 games. 

However, as 20 or so other teams are discovering, the NHL trade market 
is at a standstill. Many players are available, but there are no teams with 
cap space to make those moves. 

Compounding matters, there are only a few bad teams in the NHL that 
might sell off players at a discount. Other teams currently out of the 
playoffs seem to have a plan and are on the upswing, including the 
Detroit Red Wings and the Yzer-plan. Those teams don’t need to take on 
veterans or high salaries. They don’t need to do anything that doesn’t 
benefit them in the long run. 

In short, the bad and rebuilding teams need to be “convinced” to take on 
salary dumps with the inclusion of prospects or high draft picks. 

It’s a good time to lose with a low-paid young roster. 

Our last guardrail for discussion, the salary cap is likely inching up by $1 
million, not the $3-4 million figure Commissioner Gary Bettman floated 
during the Board of Governors’ meetings. So, those rebuilding teams 
have even less incentive to accept a veteran player signed through next 
year or beyond. 

Yeah, it’s going to be tough. 

And Hextall is facing hard, if not impossible, choices. The roster is built to 
win now, and only now, but to improve it, he has to sacrifice more of the 
future. 

It wasn’t supposed to be like this, but here they are. 

The Penguins aren’t trading Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Kris Letang, 
or Jake Guentzel. We can scratch those names immediately. 

Everyone else is fair game, in varying degrees of desirability and 
availability. We’re also going to set aside no-movement clauses. It seems 
the be the exception, not the rule, that players enforce those. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Values on NHL Trade Market 

Jeff Carter: Must be packaged with a first-round pick. 

Perhaps Carter had some trade value to a young team that needed the 
intangibles that Carter brings, but his play this season has not been what 
the Penguins need nor what teams on the upswing could use. He has 
struggled as the Penguins third line center and his contract, which 
seemed to be a bargain at signing, runs through next season. Now his 
contract with a $3.8 million hit is a hindrance. 

Better players than Carter are still available because they have the same 
requirement — attach a first-round pick. 

Kasperi Kapanen: Rising stock 

Two weeks ago, Kapanen had little to no value on the block. His game 
was in shambles, he was fresh from several healthy scratches, and his 
$3.2 million cap hit runs through next season. 

However, Kapanen has begun to revitalize his game. Despite limited ice 
time, he was one of the better Penguins skaters in the Winter Classic on 
Monday. He was again one of the better Penguins in the core-shaking 
loss to the Vegas Golden Knights on Thursday. Kapanen’s ice time was 
his third-highest of the season (14:39). 

If Kapanen can regain coach Mike Sullivan’s trust and more consistently 
chip-in offense, he both has value on the trade market and for the 
Penguins. His trade value at the moment might require a lesser asset to 
be included, but he could “get above water” and fetch a small return (thus 
removing his salary) or a similarly priced asset. 

Brian Dumoulin: No trade value 

Perhaps earlier in the season, he had value as a veteran defenseman to 
shepherd a young blue-line corps. That’s probably not realistic unless 
Stan Bowman gets a GM job (see Rob Scuderi for Trevor Daley, 2016). 
Dumoulin’s expiring contract and declining play mean the Penguins are 
ride or die with their former top-pairing defenseman. If roster 
circumstances change, we could see Dumoulin in the press box or 
stashed with the WBS Penguins, saving the team about $1.1 million. 

Bryan Rust: Player for Player/Pick 

It seems a little crazy to include a player who just signed a five-year 
contract over the summer, loves the organization, and has a pair of 
Stanley Cup rings. However, Rust has fought the game this season. He 
has 23 points (9-14-23) but is a whopping minus-13. 

He’s only 30, has ample offensive skills, speed, and tenacity. He kills 
penalties and is usually on the Penguins’ top power play. 

Should Hextall see an opportunity to acquire an asset to improve the 
team, Rust has value in a player-for-player deal. He also has enough 
value to trade for a pick to move his salary, allowing another acquisition. 

However, Rust does have a no-movement clause, and it seems a decent 
possibility he would exercise it. Also, there aren’t many scenarios where 
the Penguins could get better without Rust. 

Jason Zucker: Player for Player/Pick 

Simply cut and paste much of the Rust analysis for Zucker, except 
Zucker is a UFA this July. Perhaps a team desperately needs a top-six 
LW and has a spare defenseman? 

However, unlike RW, the Penguins do not have any replacements at LW. 

Brock McGinn: Mid-Round Pick/Depth Defenseman 

McGinn’s $2.75 million cap hit isn’t bad. However, he is expendable. 
Ryan Poehling could slide forward to the third-line LW. Perhaps some of 
the WBS Penguins crew, including Valtteri Puustinen, could fill the role 
by committee.   

Teddy Blueger: Team value outweighs Trade Value 

Blueger has recently popped up in some NHL trade rumors, including 
from Daily Faceoff. He is a UFA, and in a vacuum, he would be a legit 
trade candidate for a team desperately needing bottom-six help. 

Outside the vacuum, the Penguins desperately need bottom-six help, 
Blueger could soon be their third-line center, and the PK’s improvement 
with Blueger was stark. A trade doesn’t seem to make sense. Consider 
Blueger the Penguins’ rental acquisition. 

P.O Joseph: Multiple Picks, Middle-Six Winger 

From this vantage point, it would seem silly to trade away a rapidly 
maturing defenseman with elite skating and untapped offensive potential 
but to get, one must give. 

Joseph’s ice time has been down since Ty Smith arrived last week, so it’s 
not entirely inconceivable he could be dealt by the NHL trade deadline. 
Smart GMs would line up for Joseph, and he could be the one piece that 
facilitates a genuine trade. 

He may not bring back a first-rounder, but with his 825k salary, perhaps 
he could? Otherwise, he could bring multiple picks and even a middle-six 
winger. Of course, a player-for-player move would require Joseph to be 
attached to a veteran salary, thus greatly reducing any return. 
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Dan’s Daily: Canucks Open for Business, Flames Help Penguins 

 

Published 21 hours ago on January 7, 2023 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

LAS VEGAS — One more morning in Lost Wages. We worked stiff on 
the Pittsburgh Penguins. This keyboard strongly opined that it is time for 
GM Ron Hextall to get involved. However, the fans and comments 
veered into vitriolic after the Penguins reached winless in six. The 
Calgary Flames helped the Penguins out. The Vancouver Canucks have 
multiple players on the NHL trade block, and how good can Conor 
Bedard be in the NHL? 

I finished down a bit after taking most of the day for myself but made up 
for it by walking over 69,000 steps in three days. And I found a quaint 
watch outlet. It was either lose that money or spend it, eh? All but two of 
the tables hated me, I mean … hated me. But I did eat like a king for 
three days. Tacos, hot dogs, pizza, pastrami, In-N-Out burger, a steak at 
Golden Steer (an old school spot that Elvis and Sinatra frequented), and 
an Italian dish at Siegel’s in El Cortez. I slept well Friday night. 

Let’s do that hockey… 

Pittsburgh Penguins / Steelers, Pirates: 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: First, the scary incident with the WBS Penguins. 
Filip Hallander fell into the boards, and he needed a stretcher. Here’s the 
WBS Penguins story. 

To less important matters — the Penguins are in trouble. This is the 
second time in two months they’ve hit the skids. One is a bad stretch. 
Twice is a pattern. It’s time for GM Ron Hextall to hit the NHL trade 
market. It’s time to shake up the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

It’s Tim Horton’s commercial time. Watch the latest spot with Sidney 
Crosby. 

Steelers Now: 

Unbelievable. Like the gods have cleared the runway. Backup and third 
QBs, including Joe Flacco, are creating a much better scenario for the 
Steelers’ playoff chances. 

Well earned. Minkah Fitzpatrick is the Steelers MVP. 

And Damar Hamlin is recovering. That’s just fantastic news all day long. 

Pittsburgh Baseball Now: 

To no one’s surprise, a lowball contract offer led to Bryan Reynold’s trade 
request. The Pittsburgh Pirates news. 

NHL Trade Talk, News & National Hockey Now: 

NYI Hockey Now: The Penguins’ chief competition for the final playoff 
spot in the Eastern Conference lost. The Calgary Flames provided some 
help and dusted the New York Islanders. 

The Province: Bo Horvat, too late. Brock Boeser, probably. What about 
J.T. Miller? The Vancouver Canucks have stirred NHL trade rumors. 
Now, here’s the scoop on their trade chips. 

Montreal Hockey Now: The scalding hot, burning 2023 predictions for the 
Montreal Canadiens. 

Philly Hockey Now: Ed Snider left a lasting legacy and will be honored 
this weekend. While it took more than 30 years for the Penguins to find 
stability in ownership, the Philadelphia Flyers always had it. 

Even if Snider was the angry voice behind the creation of the Broadstreet 
Bullies, he led the franchise well. 

Washington Hockey Now: The league is full of streaks this year. 
Washington surged, and now the Capitals are kicking themselves after 
another bad loss. Anthony Mantha was benched with prejudice in the 
latest Washington Capitals loss. 

Sportsnet: Scouts discuss: How good can Connor Bedard be in the NHL? 

Colorado Hockey Now: Frustration is also setting in with the defending 
Stanley Cup champs. Another u-g-l-y loss. What’s going on with the 
Colorado Avalanche? 

Vegas Hockey Now: Phil Kessel in another All-Star game? Logan 
Thompson is lobbying for the two-time Stanley Cup champion to be 
another Vegas Golden Knights rep. 
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NHL style power rankings: ‘Bear Grylls’ appears, Sabres rally around 
Damar Hamlin 

 

Rhiannon Walker 

7-9 minutes 07/01/2023 

 

Welcome to 2023, and a very Happy New Year to all! We’re already off to 
a hot start around the NHL, as players clearly put some thought into 
getting their best outfits together when the clock struck midnight on Jan. 
1. 

There’s a little bit of everything from the last two weeks. We had some 
strong finishes to close out the holidays. One player looked like he came 
out of the forest in his Sunday best (see below to understand), and the 
Buffalo Sabres showed the collective fortitude of their city and the way 
their town always shows up whenever anything happens in the 
community. 

To get more stories like this delivered to your feed, follow our Culture 
vertical. 

10. Mitch Marner 

Welcome to The 6, as Toronto native, rapper and October’s Very Own 
(OVO) founder Drake regularly says on his tracks. The Toronto Maple 
Leafs forward is sporting the OVO/Faze Clan Varsity Jacket, which says 
“The New Athletes” on the back. I don’t have many opportunities to talk 
about my deep love for bomber and varsity jackets with the NHL style 
rankings, but I’m here for more NHL players getting into their bag in this 
area. He breaks out the red, white and black lows, because the jacket 
has flashes of red, and it’s very well done. I usually expect a strong 
sneaker game from Auston Matthews, but I would enjoy seeing more 
players show off their kicks and especially if they’re going to do it with 
this much finesse. 

9. Alex Newhook 

We’re here for the brimmed hat, and the brimmed hat only. No tie, no 
socks and no problem, as the Colorado Avalanche center breezes in with 
his head-turning centerpiece. Of course, the cobalt blue suit is fantastic. 
As is pairing the hat with the black vest and shoes, and opting for a white 
pocket square to go with the dress shirt. The hat is what really elevates 
this particular fit, though. 

8. Victor Hedman 
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I really love that as a society we’re eschewing the whole no white after 
Labor Day “rule.” Plus, when you’re one of the best defensemen of this 
generation and find yourself at No. 52 on The Athletic’s NHL 99 rankings, 
you’re allowed to wear whatever you want. As I often quote, “You do 
what you want, when you’re poppin’.” This is a dapper fit by the Tampa 
Bay Lightning leader. The pinstripe shirt is a great decision and works in 
unison with the beige three-piece suit, while the black tie and dress 
shoes round out the ensemble. 

7. Nick Jensen 

Not everyday that I see an all-velvet suit — as you all will see below. The 
Washington Capitals defenseman gets the nod for that intriguing dark-
brown paisley suit jacket he wore. The details jump out immediately. The 
texture in the coat is very obvious. I love the velvet component to add 
even more elements to an otherwise suit outfit, and my only critique is to 
give me a tie with a similar color or texture pattern. Let’s take it all the 
way in this new year! 

6. Nikita Zadorov & the Calgary Flames 

Maybe I should’ve saved my James Bond reference for this particular 
photoset. I can’t make the same jokes and observations every two 
weeks, you know? And right now, I’m looking at the Flames defenseman 
and center Mikael Backlund and thinking they may have deserved that 
nod a little more. But! We move, and what we have before us is a strong 
team effort to dress sharply for 2023. Zadorov, who doesn’t ever really 
miss, comes in with a deep evergreen velvet suit jacket and the black 
bowtie, while Backlund goes with the exact same concept, except his 
velvet suit jacket is pitch black. While center Jonathan Huberdeau tries 
stealing the show later in the slideshow with his three-piece copper suit 
and soft gold tie. 

5. Adam Lowry 

This level of color symmetry is so pleasing, and the Winnipeg Jets knew 
it when he strolled in. That is the gait of someone who knows they nailed 
the first catwalk of the new year. Seriously, check out the grin as Lowry 
approaches with his baby blue hat, tie and pants to match and then 
throws on the salmon pink blazer for a little extra razzle dazzle. The 
whole team put together a strong showing heading into their game 
against the Flames, and it translated to the ice as the Jets kicked the 
year off with a 3-2 win. 

4. Oliver Ekman-Larsson, Brock Boeser, Quinn Hughes, Bo Horvat and 
J.T. Miller 

The second photo should’ve been the leader in this slide. The first one is 
the perfect encapsulation of an ideal family photo. Everyone is in their 
holiday sweaters. We see our Santa and elf hats in the back row, and all 
eyes are trained to the camera. There are smiles all around. Flawless 
execution. The second photo gives me “Step Brothers” vibes. There’s 
personality there, and Horvat’s hand on Miller’s shoulder looks nearly 
identical to the movie’s lead image. The only way to make it closer is for 
him to stand up and emulate the pose. The variety of sweaters from a 
Weiner dog to Santa to Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer and a chimney 
all add to the overall fun. I do wish we could’ve gotten more of a 
personality or silly photo. That would’ve truly put this over the top. 

3. Quinton Byfield 

Let me start by saying, the suit jacket on the Los Angeles Kings forward 
immediately grabbed my attention. I’m not a flowers kind of woman, 
however, send me a blue rose, which we see here, and I quickly change 
my tune. A gray, white and black plaid background under the rose makes 
it pop because of the lighter background, but fantastically, these two 
things don’t clash. Unfortunately you can’t see his pants in this shot, but 
what really would’ve done it for me is if Byfield had worn matching pants 
and a dress shirt playing off the color of the flower. 

2. Brent Burns 

My editor and I were downright giddy when I threw this photo in our Slack 
channel. For the creativeness alone, the Carolina Hurricanes 

defenseman, “rancher (or) zoologist,” as my editor said, easily earns the 
second-highest spot in this week’s rankings. Now, the NHL asked what it 
looks like Burns does, and my answer would be masquerading as British 
explorer, traveler and survivalist Bear Grylls. Real ones know “Man vs. 
Wild” on the Discovery Channel was must-see TV back in the day. 
Especially if you were a kid like me who loved games like the Yukon 
Trail, Amazon Trail or any show zookeeper Steve Irwin was on. From the 
fur hat to the forest brown blazer, the vest and the bowtie, this one gets a 
10 out of 10 from me for allowing me to travel down memory lane. 

1. Buffalo Sabres 

There was no chance that anyone else or any other group would take the 
top spot this week. In the days after Buffalo Bills defensive back Damar 
Hamlin suffered a cardiac arrest and collapsed during the team’s Monday 
Night Football game, there has been an overflow of support as he 
remains in critical condition. The city of Cincinnati lit its building in blue, 
residents put together a candlelight vigil to pray for him and people 
around the world have donated to his charity. 

If I have learned nothing else about the city of Buffalo, the people there 
rally around theirs. I have seen this countless times with Josh Allen’s 
charity, digging players out of the snow and how the teams showed up 
after the grocery store shooting. The people in this city give their 
unwavering support. This is no different with the Sabres, who travelled to 
Washington, D.C., and, as a team, sported shirts with Hamlin’s jersey 
number. The focus is on praying and wishing him well as he continues to 
make progress from his injury. 
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NHL playoff tiers and buyer/seller 2.0: Where does each team stand as 
we approach trade season? 
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The NHL trade deadline is less than eight weeks away, and while the big 
moves haven’t yet begun to roll in, the prep work is underway. 

To browse through the top players who are expected to be available, 
check out The Athletic’s trade board. But which teams will be the ones 
looking to buy those players? As we approach the season’s midpoint, 
who’s looking like they might need a boost to get into the playoff field or 
fortify championship aspirations, and who’s ready to call it a day? 

To survey the field, The Athletic asked the writers who know each NHL 
team best two questions: 1) How confident are you in the team’s playoff 
chances? And 2) Will the team be a buyer or a seller at the deadline? 

Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 12-24-4 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 
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Analysis: Nothing has changed in the month and change since we first 
looked at the Ducks and potential deadline plans. Technically, they could 
start now, as one of their biggest trade chips, John Klingberg, saw his 
contractual clause change from a no-move to a 10-team no-trade clause 
on Jan. 1. But they’ve got to get the veteran Swede playing a lot better to 
maximize his value. Fellow defensemen Kevin Shattenkirk and Dmitry 
Kulikov are also on expiring contracts. There were some earlier 
rumblings of another summer signing, Frank Vatrano, being put into play. 
Basically, general manager Pat Verbeek figures to have a lot of phone 
discussions over the next two months. Could a goalie even be part of 
them? — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 13-20-5 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Coyotes have been a tougher out than most thought they’d 
be, and after playing a road-heavy schedule in the first third of the 
season, they now can build on a home record that’s impressive (currently 
7-3-2). But they still have a master rebuilding plan in its early stages and 
thus will listen on their pending UFAs (primarily Shayne Gostisbehere, 
Nick Bjugstad and Nick Ritchie). At some point, Jakob Chychrun is going 
to get traded, right? Right? — Eric Duhatschek 

Jakob Chychrun’s future, state of Arizona’s rebuild, acquiring assets and 
more 

My trip to Tempe and podcast with #coyotes GM Bill Armstrong 

Boston Bruins 

Record: 30-4-4 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: It is general manager Don Sweeney’s mandate to maximize his 
team’s championship opportunity this season. Nobody knows what is in 
store for Patrice Bergeron, David Pastrnak and David Krejci after 2022-
23, when their contracts expire. The tricky part will be how to negotiate 
the little cap room the Bruins will have. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 19-15-2 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: We listed the Sabres as long shots and sellers last time, but 
they’re playing their way into playoff contention. They have won seven of 
their past eight games and have a 9-3-1 record since Dec. 1. General 
manager Kevyn Adams has said he doesn’t want to disrupt the long-term 
plan with any moves he would make, but the Sabres playing this well 
could force him into becoming a deadline buyer. As long as players keep 
playing this way, Adams owes it to them to get every piece possible to 
help the team end an 11-year playoff drought. — Matthew Fairburn 

Sabres notebook: Can Buffalo ‘climb the mountain’ into the playoff 
picture? 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/Hqo6282iqA 

— Matthew Fairburn (@MatthewFairburn) December 22, 2022 

Calgary Flames 

Record: 19-14-7 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Flames look better after a worrisome November and early 
December. But we’re erring on the side of caution with their playoff 
standing because of how packed the Pacific Division is and teams like 
Colorado and Edmonton nipping at Calgary’s heels for a wild-card spot. 
It’s all the more reason for the Flames to make a move at the deadline. 
The need for a scoring winger remains the same. But with Oliver 
Kylington still not available, the Flames may need to add a bottom-pairing 
defenseman to their shopping list. — Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 25-8-6 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell is on the record 
saying that he believes a team is built in the offseason and the deadline 
is just for supplementing your needs. Carolina has made big moves in 
the past under this regime, specifically adding both Vincent Trocheck and 
Brady Skjei at the 2020 deadline. But both those moves were for players 
with term. The Hurricanes’ front office will likely just be looking for depth 
this season unless an injury requires something more. — Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes have already established themselves as Stanley Cup 
contenders. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 9-25-4 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: Nothing has changed with the Blackhawks since prior to the 
season. They’re still destined to be among the worst teams in the league 
and will still be looking to trade anyone they can. Patrick Kane headlines 
the list if he waives his no-movement clause, but there are plenty of 
people behind him. The players with expiring contracts are the obvious 
trade bait, but it sounds like the Blackhawks are open to listening on just 
about everyone on their NHL roster. — Scott Powers 

Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 19-15-3 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Avalanche are in a weird spot, just because they’ve yet to 
show what they can be when fully healthy. Gabriel Landeskog has yet to 
play a game, and everyone in the team’s top-six forward group aside 
from Mikko Rantanen has missed games. Josh Manson and Bowen 
Byram have been out for extended periods, too. If you’re Chris 
MacFarland and the Avalanche front office, do you go all-in before 
knowing if the team will ever be fully healthy? The core is still the same 
from last season’s Cup-winning club, so it would make sense to go for a 
back-to-back championship, though perhaps not recklessly. — Peter 
Baugh 

Avalanche trade board 1.0: Targets from Bo Horvat to depth D to a wild-
card name 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 11-24-2 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Blue Jackets are cruising toward their worst season and 
battling with Chicago and Anaheim for the bottom spot in the standings. 
This nightmare of a season is no longer about 2022-23 but the future, 
near and far. To that end, the trade deadline could see some significant 
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departures, especially with pending unrestricted free agents — forward 
Gus Nyquist, defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov and goaltender Joonas 
Korpisalo. But you wonder how aggressive general manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen might be. It’s not a pretty picture in Columbus right now, and 
he might take bold steps to reshape what is pretty obviously a flawed 
roster. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Record: 23-11-6 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: If it wasn’t for the Stars’ history of lulls in the second half of the 
season providing a cautionary tale, you’d be tempted to call them a lock 
for the playoffs. They should make it and should be buyers at the 
deadline, with Denis Gurianov and Anton Khudobin as their primary 
selling pieces. Those two players carry vastly different circumstances for 
the market to consider. Dallas could look to add a top-six forward or a 
second-pairing defenseman, with the latter likely taking priority. However, 
given the cap situation and what they have coming up through the 
system, they will have to be calculated buyers. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 16-14-7 

Playoff tier: Long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Red Wings were a great early story, and really, they’ve 
done well to stay in the fight recently — even as things have taken a 
downturn over the past month. But as some of the East’s muscle has 
started to find its form, the Red Wings have dropped out of the playoff 
picture, and it’s hard to see them chasing down more talented, proven 
teams down the stretch run. They have plenty of pending unrestricted 
free agents who could be in play at the deadline, including some who 
should draw real attention from contenders. Olli Määttä has been a 
strong defensive presence and stabilizing influence. Oskar Sundqvist 
brings playoff elements and experience. But all eyes will be on Tyler 
Bertuzzi and Dylan Larkin (though the latter has a no-trade clause) to see 
if Detroit can get deals done with the two before the deadline — and what 
will happen if they can’t. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 21-17-2 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: A roster led by Connor McDavid demands the Oilers be 
aggressive buyers. General manager Ken Holland’s primary need is a 
left-handed defenseman who can suppress offense and form a 
successful tandem with one of Tyson Barrie or Evan Bouchard. 
Secondary needs include a right-handed center/winger who can help kill 
penalties and a tough, edgy Zack MacEwen-style winger. Goaltending, 
while not specifically a need, is an area to monitor as the deadline nears. 
— Allan Mitchell 

Florida Panthers 

Record: 18-18-4 

Playoff tier: Long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: If the Panthers were a smart bet to right the ship, it would’ve 
happened already. Not much has changed; they’re an above-average 
five-on-five with bad special teams and subpar goaltending … but now, if 
you go by their .500 points percentage, they’re closer to the Flyers than 
the Sabres. Overall, they’re six points out of the wild card and nine out of 

third in the Atlantic. Yikes. Also, they’re in cap hell and the Canadiens 
hold their first-round pick. Minimizing the possibility that they have to 
send a top-five selection to Montreal might be the only motivation left. — 
Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 22-14-6 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Quick confession here: I’m not super high on the Kings making 
the playoffs, but I’m also of the belief they need to be listed above the 
“bubble” tier. First-place Vegas is probably too talented to track down, but 
L.A. is going to be in a battle with Seattle, Edmonton and Calgary for the 
other two Pacific Division playoff spots. A second-half dip could also land 
the Kings in the wild-card mix, and that’s where general manager Rob 
Blake can make a difference with a trade, perhaps by addressing the 
long-time need for a top-four defenseman on the left side or adding a 
third-line center as a rental. The key will be pulling off a move that 
doesn’t mortgage away a prime asset that jeopardizes building a 
sustainable winner. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Record: 22-13-2 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: When Version 1.0 ran the morning of Nov. 25, the Wild were a 
prototypical .500 team, at 9-8-2 and about to be 9-9-2 with a loss to the 
Leafs that night. They were getting inconsistent goaltending, having 
trouble finding their identity and in dire need of secondary scoring. 
They’re 13-4-0 since, getting great goaltending, playing like a heavy, 
solid defensive team and getting scoring throughout their lineup. Oh, how 
things have changed. What hasn’t changed (for 22 years) is their need to 
improve up the middle. The Wild are the seventh-worst faceoff team 
(46.7 percent) in the NHL, and while Sam Steel has contributed between 
Kirill Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello, it’s hard to buy into them being a legit 
contender with their current cast of centers. — Michael Russo 

NHL trade board 2022-23: Bo Horvat tops our initial list of 25 players to 
watch 

Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 15-21-3 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: General manager Kent Hughes set the bar pretty high before 
the season started, saying he hoped to acquire another first-round pick in 
exchange for one of the many veterans he wishes to move. Sean 
Monahan will need to be healthy and effective to give him this opportunity 
unless Joel Edmundson picks up his play and becomes again a quality 
shutdown for a playoff team. Probable unrestricted free agents like 
Jonathan Drouin and Evgenii Dadonov have not been able to raise their 
value, and as much as moving contracts like Mike Hoffman’s and Joel 
Armia’s would provide relief, trading them seems like a very long shot. — 
Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Record: 18-14-6 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Mattias Ekholm’s name is floating around again as a potential 
trade chip for David Poile, and he could use more futures, but that would 
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also mean acknowledging that this team isn’t going anywhere. Unless it 
falls completely off the map, Poile is more likely to be a buyer. The 
Predators put high value/emphasis on making the playoffs, even as their 
fans grow increasingly disillusioned with being stuck in the middle. — Joe 
Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Record: 24-12-3 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Look, it’s too early to be a lock when there are so many 
competitive teams in one division. And the Devils have lost a lot of the 
early lead they gained on their Metro competitors. That’s what keeps 
them in “safe bet” territory. Given some of their recent slides, it wouldn’t 
be surprising to see them add a piece or two at the deadline. Or maybe 
they buy an internal rental (like Damon Severson) to keep their defense 
core intact for the postseason. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Record: 22-17-2 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Despite being out of the playoff race at last season’s deadline, 
general manager Lou Lamoriello didn’t make a single trade. Then in the 
offseason, despite suggestions that changes were coming, the only 
notable move was trading a first-round pick for Alexander Romanov. He 
has to do something more at some point, right? The Islanders’ window to 
make the playoffs and maybe even make a run is still open, but it sure 
looks like they will have to add at least a forward or two for that to be 
realistic. — Kevin Kurz 

Islanders coach Lane Lambert facing mounting challenges in his first 
season 

New York Rangers 

Record: 22-12-6 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Patrick Kane-Rangers trade possibility still exists and will 
until he’s either traded or decides to stay in Chicago. But the Rangers 
have bounced back from a mediocre first 25 games to put themselves in 
strong playoff position, so general manager Chris Drury may decide 
depth additions at forward and on defense may be the best course of 
action at the deadline rather than a home-run swing. — Arthur Staple 

What we’re hearing about the Rangers two months from the trade 
deadline 

Ottawa Senators 

Record: 18-17-3 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: I wish we had a “stand pat” option because that’s what I think is 
going to happen for Ottawa around the trade deadline. To the Senators’ 
credit, they have pushed themselves to the periphery of the playoff race 
with their improved play over the past six weeks. But right now, it’s hard 
to imagine them being an aggressive buyer or seller at the deadline. 
Maybe if they can pass a couple of teams and get that deficit down to two 
or three points, we can see a case for them trying to add a piece or two. 
But right now it feels like the status quo is the best option. They’re hoping 
to get Josh Norris back at some point, and his return should have the 
same boost as a new acquisition. And now that Artem Zub has re-signed, 

it doesn’t feel like Ottawa has any valuable pieces to move at the trade 
deadline. Maybe they would entertain trading Cam Talbot if they fall out 
of the race, but it feels more likely that they would want to keep him in the 
fold. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 15-17-7 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: The Flyers will be selling at the trade deadline. The only 
question is just how many pieces they’ll choose to move. The expiring 
contracts — namely, James van Riemsdyk and Justin Braun — are near 
locks to be moved as long as there is sufficient interest. But might the 
Flyers look to offer up younger players and/or those with term left on the 
contracts, too? Kevin Hayes hasn’t clicked with John Tortorella so far, for 
example. Could they explore the market for him? It all depends on a few 
as-of-yet unknown factors. Will the Flyers’ coaching staff deem anyone 
currently on the roster to clearly be “not part of the solution?” Will the 
Flyers’ ownership concede to the inevitable that a full-fledged pivot to a 
rebuild mentality is necessary? And will Chuck Fletcher still be the 
general manager once the trade deadline rolls around? — Charlie 
O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 19-13-6 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Penguins will have to sell before they can buy because of 
cap tightness, but they have deficiencies they must address to assure 
themselves a 17th consecutive playoff spot. They need to improve by 
adding a bottom-six center and winger, which means they might have to 
find a way to move the likes of a Danton Heinen, Kasperi Kapanen or 
Brian Dumoulin before trying to add. — Rob Rossi 

In the Penguins’ 18 losses, Sidney Crosby has nine points. 

In their 19 wins, he has 34 points. 

San Jose Sharks 

Record: 12-20-8 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: No team has made the playoffs in the salary cap era with fewer 
than 16 wins in its first 41 games. The Sharks have 12 in their first 40. 
They have pending unrestricted free agents to trade, including Nick 
Bonino, Matt Nieto and James Reimer, but the biggest intrigue will 
involve Timo Meier, a pending restricted free agent with a $10 million 
qualifying offer this summer, and Erik Karlsson, a Norris Trophy 
contender with four years at $11.5 million left on his deal and a no-move 
clause. — Corey Masisak 

Part II of @TheAthleticNHL Sharks mega-mailbag: 

– Merkley asks for a trade? 

– Add a pick to EK65 trade? 

– NMCs getting waived? 

– Sturm's long-term future? 

– Trading … Connor Bedard?? 

Seattle Kraken 

Record: 21-12-4 
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Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Pacific Division is very much up for grabs, so right now, the 
bubble seems fitting for Seattle. Whether the Kraken buy or sell is an 
interesting question. Last year, they sold and accumulated a ton of 
assets they could move to improve this year. But I can’t see them being 
the most aggressive buyer, either. If management’s to make a move, it 
has to be a long-term consideration and not just someone to help down 
the stretch. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Record: 19-17-3 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Even before the injuries to Ryan O’Reilly, Vladimir Tarasenko 
and Torey Krug, it seemed like a retool was the right choice. Now that 
they’ll be without all three for more than month, it makes even more 
sense. Sure it’s possible for the team to go on a good run and add them 
as re-enforcements, but with O’Reilly and Tarasenko among the top-
available pending unrestricted free agents if healthy, it may prove difficult 
for general manager Doug Armstrong to turn down offers that could help 
revive an inconsistent roster. — Jeremy Rutherford 

For Blues' GM Doug Armstrong, the 2022-23 season can go two ways. 
Either the team tries to hang in the race, or they explore trade talks more 
seriously. 

After injuries to two of the team’s top players, @jprutherford says the 
choice is simple. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 24-13-1 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Lightning have been aggressive buyers the past few trade 
deadlines, and for good reason. They’ve been to three straight Stanley 
Cup Finals and have the team to make a push for another trip. The star 
core is there, but they’ve made smart deals at deadline to bolster depth. 
Who will this year’s Brandon Hagel or Nick Paul? — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 23-9-7 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: Everything is riding on the playoffs this season in Toronto — 
the future of general manager Kyle Dubas, the future of Auston Matthews 
(who’s eligible for a contract extension in July), the future direction of the 
team, essentially. That makes it likelier than not that the front office will 
be aggressive in addressing needs ahead of the trade deadline. The 
Leafs, led by Dubas and team president Brendan Shanahan, have built 
another strong team, but they still have a clear hole on the second line 
and have yet to replace defenseman Jake Muzzin, who may not return 
this season. Dubas needs to ensure this team is as strong and deep as it 
can possibly be for the postseason. A first-round victory, at minimum, is a 
must. — Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 17-18-3 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: It’s becoming increasingly clear that the Canucks aren’t a 
legitimate playoff contender at the same time that an extension for 
pending unrestricted free agent Bo Horvat looks unlikely. That positions 
Vancouver to own the biggest rental trade deadline chip. The club also 
appears likely to trade pending UFA Luke Schenn and has a decision to 
make on Andrei Kuzmenko’s long-term future. — Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 27-12-2 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Golden Knights’ current playoff probability is 99 percent. 
Despite a mediocre stretch recently, largely fueled by injuries, they are 
still looking like a lock for the postseason. As mentioned in the last 
projection, I think the Golden Knights could be looking to add a winger at 
the deadline. It would likely be in the low- to mid-cap-hit range, because 
there’s not a lot of salary room to work, but Vegas could be looking for an 
upgrade to Phil Kessel, who has struggled. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Record: 22-14-6 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: With an 11-2-2 December, the Caps catapulted from 12th in the 
Eastern Conference to comfortably in position for a ninth straight playoff 
berth. As a result, it’s a safe bet they’re going to be buyers. What exactly 
will they be buying? Well, that depends. With top-six forwards Nicklas 
Backstrom and Tom Wilson returning from long-term injuries and No. 1 
defenseman John Carlson sidelined indefinitely, Washington’s lineup 
suddenly has a lot of depth up front and not enough on the back end. 
Even with Carlson expected to return prior to the playoffs and cap space 
tight, the blue line could probably use bulletproofing — just in case the 
injury bug strikes again. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 25-13-1 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Winnipeg’s injury troubles led to a late December string of 
mediocre games, but the Jets started winning again even before Blake 
Wheeler, Nikolaj Ehlers, Cole Perfetti and Nate Schmidt returned to the 
lineup. Now nearly back to full health, this is a playoff team with the 
potential to win a series. So, what do they do about it? I think the odds 
favor tweaks — veteran additions to cement the PK and team depth, 
even though young call-ups have acquitted themselves well — but, with 
so much uncertainty about Wheeler, Mark Scheifele, Connor Hellebuyck 
and Pierre-Luc Dubois’ long-term futures, the Jets may be tempted to get 
more aggressive in their search. They traded Bryan Little’s contract and 
stayed out of LTIR this season for a reason; they’ll have cap space to 
work with and a desire to go deep. — Murat Ates 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Samsonov clocks overtime to rebound from 
mental struggles: 'I’m back on track' 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 8, 2023 

 

January 8, 2023, 12:17 AM 

 

TORONTO – Ilya Samonsov came into Saturday night carrying the 
burden of a four-game run of sub-.900 performances. 

He exited with the Toronto Maple Leafs’ player-of-the-game wrestling belt 
and his first Hockey Night in Canada towel. Following his post-win 
interview on national television, the goaltender tried to return the iconic 
sweat-wiper to interviewer Kyle Bukauskas, only to be pleasantly 
surprised to learn he could keep it. 

“A couple gifts, yeah,” Samsonov smiled. 

Yes, the fast fan favourite was back to receiving gifts instead of offering 
them to the opposition. 

“Last four games, for me, really hard,” the forthright Samsonov admitted. 
“But today I believe my skill and believe my mental spot. I know if you 
every day hard work, it’s coming back. 

“I believe I’m back on track.” 

Getting the Samsonov half of Toronto’s tandem back on the rails after an 
iffy three-week stretch is a welcome step toward the Maple Leafs 
rediscovering their consistency after some bumpy and only occasionally 
inspired play following the Christmas break. 

The home side, which had looked half-interested in this week’s losses to 
St. Louis and Seattle, came out of the gates flat. The Leafs registered all 
of two shots and fell behind the Detroit Red Wings 1-0 in the opening 
frame. 

Were it not for Samsonov’s calm, dialed-in showing in the early going, 
which allowed the more skilled group to find its legs, the Leafs risked 
dropping another one. 

“Detroit was just playing harder than us, and it showed,” coach Shledon 
Keefe said. 

Keefe delivered a stern wakeup call in the first intermission. His skaters 
woke up and sped up. 

“Sheldon, he said a couple good words for us,” Samsonov smiled. 
“Everybody hungry today for a win. It's a good game for us. Good for 
mental, good for physically, good for everything.” 

A switch flicked, and the pace accelerated. 

The Leafs — outhit 21-5 in the first period — began winning puck battles, 
exiting their zone cleanly, and passing with pace and purpose. 

Mitchell Marner pounded his 500th point into the net on the Leafs’ first 
shot of the second period. 

John Tavares accepted a buttery backhand feed from Calle Järnkrok and 
converted all alone on Magnus Hellberg on their second. 

And Samsonov — only lightly tested by a mediocre Red Wings offence 
the rest of the way — slammed the door shut for good. 

In cruising to a 4-1 comeback win, the Maple Leafs’ final 40 minutes 
resembled that of team that wanted to snuff out its problems before they 
got out of hand. 

As if they took a cue from their goaltender. 

Friday was a day off for the entire team, save for two men who hit the ice 
anyway: Samsonov and goalie coach Curtis Sanford. 

Off ice, Sanford and Samsonov will spend over an hour poring over 
recent game tape and dissecting each goal against. 

The past three days especially, Keefe notes, Samosonov has been 
working extra hard to regain his November form. 

Those close to Samsonov will tell you he tends to ride the emotional 
waves that toss so many athletes during the 82-game marathon. Waves 
that can be particularly dangerous for goaltenders. (Remember, 
Samsonov’s rough patch began with that high-pressure homecoming in 
Washington, during which his nerves got the better of him.) 

Samsonov himself explains that his own mind had been too busy during 
game action and that he’s been working on remaining focused, living in a 
more level mental state. 

Sure, Saturday’s opponent wasn’t the fiercest. But the victory and its 
spoils should go a long way to sliding Samsonov back into a groove. 

“We’ve been needing our whole team to play better, but we need our 
goalies to play better as well. It hasn’t gone as well for them,” Keefe said. 

“He looked destined to have a great game here tonight — and I thought 
he did.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Auston Matthews teased Marner by pretending to toss his 500th-point 
puck over the glass to the fans before flipping it to equipment manager 
Bobby Hastings for taping. 

“That’s a nice joke we got going around right now. Bunts did that a 
couple weeks ago with one of the pucks,” Marner said. “We have fun with 
each other.” 

• One of Matthews (reigning Hart, Ted Lindsay, and Rocket trophies 
champ), David Pastrnak (seventh in NHL scoring and marketable 
beauty), and William Nylander (the Leafs’ leading goal scorer with 22) will 
not be invited to the NHL All-Star Game because only so many players 
can hail from the Atlantic Division and all 32 teams need representation. 

The format is broken. 

“There are definitely guys that deserved to be acknowledged, and they 
might miss that opportunity because of the format,” Morgan Rielly said. 
“But hopefully their teammates are there to pick them up.” 

• Led by captain Shane Wright, members of Canada’s gold-medal-
winning junior squad were in the house Saturday. 

• Detroit’s Jakub Vrana is trying to get his career rolling again as he 
returns from the NHL/PA’s player assistance program. 

The 26-year-old, a first-round pick with pedigree, cleared waivers this 
week and is getting in some conditioning with Grand Rapids. Thus far, he 
has just one assist and is a minus-6 at the AHL level, but you wonder if 
he can still help the big club once he gets back to speed. 

“He does provide goals. Where he's at in his game, you hope to get back 
there,” Detroit coach Derek Lalonde said. 

• The home team donned some fantastic original warmups sweaters for 
Indigenous Celebration Game, designed by Tyler Tabobondung 
Rushnell. 

“They’re sharp,” Keefe confirmed. “A very important and overdue 
endeavour.” 

The Leafs invited Chief Stacey Laforme from Mississaugas of the Credit 
First Nation to address the players and encourage them to take a lead in 
the patch toward reconciliation. 

The sweaters are being auctioned off. Proceeds benefit the Toronto 
Council Fire Native Cultural Centre. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Under constant Avalanche pressure, Oilers blow two-goal 
lead in 'frustrating' loss 

 

Mark Spector | @sportsnetspec 

January 8, 2023, 2:41 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Disturbing? Or just flat out entertaining?  

Should another 2-0 lead blown by the Edmonton Oilers concern us? Or, 
should we consider the two crossbars the Oilers hit in overtime, and just 
say, as Tyson Barrie did after a 3-2 OT loss to Colorado, “We get one of 
those and it is a celebration in here instead.”  

Would another offensive defenceman have helped relieve the constant 
pressure applied Saturday by Colorado? Or would he have simply 
chased the play as well, when a stalwart cycle-breaker was what was 
truly needed?  

The Colorado Avalanche crushed the Edmonton Oilers at even strength 
Saturday night, scoring a five-on-five goal, a four-on-four goal, and a 
three-on-three overtime winner while Edmonton’s two goals came on the 
powerplay.  

“They have a bunch of dynamic players over there that hold on to the 
puck and make plays like we do,” said two-goal man Zach Hyman, who 
has 20 goals at the season’s halfway point. “I don’t know what the 
possession numbers were, but they were rolling around a little bit in our 
zone. I thought it was a back-and-forth game for the most part. But they 
got the last goal.”  

At even strength, Natural Stat Trick had the scoring chances tallied at 32-
14 for Colorado, though the high danger chances were less lopsided at 
12-8.  

If any other bottom 15 team did this to you — a Nashville, a Vancouver, a 
St. Louis — there would be no room for conversation about whether or 
not your game was worthy. But when the Avalanche become a handful 
— yet you get a point and are a crossbar away from getting them both – 
maybe it’s not quite the same?  

Or are we too charitable?  

“Tonight was a battle in the neutral zone and who was willing to get 
pucks in behind the other team's defence,” assessed head coach Jay 
Woodcroft. “For us, we didn't get enough to put them under any kind of 
duress early. We got better at it as we went on.”  

There is merit in a team that can win when it’s not playing its best game, 
and that’s where the Oilers were, leading 2-0 after 40 minutes with Stuart 
Skinner managing to keep his shutout alive despite constant Avalanche 
pressure.  

Then a great player made a great play, as Nathan MacKinnon grabbed a 
loose puck, split the Oilers No. 1 pairing of Darnell Nurse and Cody Ceci, 
and beat Skinner with a lovely deke.  

Now, when Connor McDavid does that, we lavish him in praise and 
marvel at his skill. So, is it fair to ask Nurse and Ceci to do a better job 
when it’s MacKinnon shining like a superstar? Do we question Klim 
Kostin, who coughed up the puck that MacKinnon gathered in and took to 
town?  

When Leon Draisaitl rifles home an overtime winner, we can’t check his 
goal totals fast enough to even notice what the opposing defenceman 
did.  

So when it’s Nurse who played the rush a bit soft, backing in as Cale 
Makar rifled a wrist shot home in OT, should we dissect how he handled 
the NHL’s best defenceman? Or do we just take our hats off and count 
ourselves lucky to have witnessed two future Hall of Fame players at 
their very best?  

“You want to try and do the best you can against them. (But) that’s why 
they get paid the big bucks,” said Barrie. “They are out there to score 
goals and create for their team just like we have guys in here that do that. 
They made a great play on their first one and they got a D-man to score 
their second one. They are a good team.   

“It was a frustrating one for us. We had two (crossbars) in overtime. 
Maybe we get one of those and it is a celebration in here instead. It is 
frustrating.”  

The positives are that, against a team as dynamic as Colorado, 
Edmonton ran out something less than their best and led through the 
night. Not so long ago, Vancouver was winning this game 5-2 here at 
Rogers Place — now the Oilers head out for four games with back to 
back efforts that you can build on.  

As for improving this team, there are those who say another defenceman 
with an offensive bent would help here. They’ll point to Colorado, who 
have plenty of that, and say that should be emulated.  

But what if the Oilers could defend a lead?  

They’ve blown four 2-0 leads here in recent times. Is the solution to score 
the third goal, or to defend well enough that you make that two-goal lead 
stand up? Maybe score an empty-netter?  

Against Colorado, there’s little question why the Oilers weren’t productive 
at even strength. They barely had the puck.  

What if you had a defenceman who could break up a cycle? Who could 
take some of the hard minutes that Nurse played, and not force your 
assistant captain to play the 28:21 he played Saturday?  

Like we always say, Edmonton scores enough.  

Two powerplay goals and an empty netter would have been plenty for a 
3-1 win Saturday, but the constant possession Colorado enjoyed simply 
wore down the defensive effort and Skinner as well.  

Sure, another offensive defenceman like Jakob Chychrun would be 
awesome — when you have the puck.  

Against the Avalanche, Edmonton could not get their hands on the puck 
enough. They could not separate the Colorado players from possession 
enough. They could not relieve the pressure enough.  

They bent for 40 minutes and finally broke in the final 20.  

You can blame Darnell Nurse.  

I would too, if was playing 23 minutes and getting beaten.  

He needs help in his own zone. The team needs help in its own zone.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' commitment to defence leads to soul-soothing 
win over Blues 

 

Eric Engels | @EricEngels 

January 8, 2023, 12:18 AM 

 

MONTREAL— The Montreal Canadiens would’ve taken a win in any 
form, but to achieve one the way they did on Saturday was more than 
just soul-soothing for all of them. 

It offers them something to build on. 
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The Canadiens came into Saturday’s game against the St. Louis Blues 
having lost 10 of 11 and seven in a row, with confidence fleeting, licking 
their wounds. They had spent four days talking about renewing their 
commitment to defence, about needing to make adjustments in the own 
end and on the penalty kill, about how a functional power play could do 
much to cure the ailments of their struggling top guns at 5-on-5, and their 
5-4 win at the Bell Centre was the product of executing in all 
departments.  

Had the Canadiens been perfect, they’d have not allowed four goals in 
the game. 

But they were much better than the score line indicated—outshooting the 
Blues 27-22, out-chancing them, striking iron four times in the game and 
out-playing them from start to finish.  

Again, the score would’ve been enough for the Canadiens.  

But how it came to be helps them move forward on the right foot.  

“That was one of my favourite games of the year,” said Jake Evans, who 
centred Montreal’s most productive line and contributed two assists on 
goals for Joel Armia. “I feel like we never quit, we never backed down.” 

The Canadiens played a dominant first period but trailed by one after 
Christian Dvorak was stopped on a breakaway opportunity, which the 
Blues transitioned for a 2-on-1 goal by Brandon Saad with 35 seconds to 
play.  

They came back from down a goal two more times before Josh Anderson 
broke a 4-4 tie by sweeping in Jonathan Drouin’s shot, which was 
already heading over the goal line before Anderson made sure it 
crossed. 

If you missed the rest of Montreal’s goals in the game and only watched 
the replays, you’d have missed the defensive plays made to create 
them—Evgenii Dadonov with a strong backcheck to break up a rush on 
the play leading to Armia’s first and Kirby Dach’s excellent stick check to 
keep the power play clicking in the lead up to him cashing in on the back 
half of a four-minute advantage he drew by taking a high stick to the 
teeth. 

There was no missing Nick Suzuki hiding on the side of Jordan 
Binnington’s net before jumping in front of Brayden Schenn to create the 
turnover that led to Cole Caufield’s 23rd goal of the season. Canadiens 
coach Martin St. Louis has constantly emphasized the importance of 
defending from the second you lose the puck, and that was a perfect 
example of how that can work.  

He had also repeated several times, in the lead up to Saturday’s game, 
that attention to detail in the defensive zone would be paramount in order 
to dig out of this winless streak, and watching his team pay as close 
attention as it did in the final minute of play—keeping the Blues to the 
perimeter and blocking three shots as a result of properly plugging the 
shooting lanes—had to have been most satisfying. 

“To see the subtle adjustment that we’ve made give us a little more…I 
wouldn’t say structure…but gave us a little more advantage, so to 
speak—we’re not as wide open in our zone, we’re a little more together,” 
he said. 

That allowed the Canadiens to spend less time in their own end, but also 
enabled them to manage the game in that area much better than they 
had through the six losses they suffered before an improved effort in the 
seventh versus the New York Rangers on Thursday.  

“To be able to just bend not break,” St. Louis said, “I feel like the last two 
games we’re bending more than breaking and I feel like the boys have 
bought into some of the adjustments we’re talking about and it’s helping 
us to manage games and stay in the game and to be competitive.” 

If it worked in this game and made the Canadiens show more like the 
team that competed well through the first two months of the season, it 
had everything to do with all players committing.  

Dadonov and Armia were scratched from the lineup for not doing it 
enough before joining Evans against the Rangers and leading the charge 
in that game—and this one against the Blues. Drouin, who’s had his 
effort questioned on many nights and been scratched on others, was 
right there with them.  

All three players were rewarded offensively. 

Suzuki, Caufield and Dach were, as well, with their cold spell lifting after 
running a far more dynamic power play strategy involving more frequent 
rotation between Suzuki and Dach in the bumper position and Drouin’s 
deft use of Caufield on the flank and Christian Dvorak down low from the 
point.  

“We got a lot of touches,” Drouin said, “and it for sure generated 
momentum for our top guys at 5-on-5.” 

Dach first took advantage of that momentum for the power-play goal 
scored with 3:45 to play in the second period. Caufield scored at 5-on-5 
on the first shift of the third. 

Canadiens defenceman Joel Edmundson was extremely unlucky as his 
attempt at intercepting a pass directed the puck to Pavel Buchnevich for 
a Blues power-play goal at 4:42 of the third period, but his team’s penalty 
kill was far more aggressive than it had been in recent games. 

It was far more effective, too, in killing off a tripping penalty on Michael 
Pezzetta in the first and a delay-of-game penalty on Johnathan 
Kovacevic in the second. 

That’s one more thing for the Canadiens to carry forward Monday against 
the Seattle Kraken, even if the main point of emphasis will continue to be 
on what St. Louis identified as the key to getting out of what he said was 
the worst funk his team has been in since he took over as coach 11 
months ago. 

“We’re gonna keep what we’re doing right now and really focus on our 
dzone,” he said. “I don’t know when we’re going to really start focusing 
on something else. I think that the team, our performance or the way we 
play is going to speak to me where it’s, ‘OK. We’re moving on.’ You 
constantly have to remind (the players) of the stuff that is important…” 

St. Louis had shared earlier on Saturday that he regretted ignoring the 
slip in his team’s 5-on-5 play prior to the start of its losing skid, when 
special teams were lagging and he allowed himself to become more 
bogged down in that because of a winning result against the Arizona 
Coyotes and a point earned in an overtime loss against the Colorado 
Avalanche.  

Five losses later, St. Louis took a step back and reassessed everything 
before hammering the key points he felt the Canadiens needed to focus 
on.  

He said on Friday, the key was to stop harping on how the Canadiens 
ended up in their dire situation and focus more on what would get them 
out of it.  

For them to react as they did could’ve led to a better result against the 
Rangers, and it definitely led to one against the Blues.  

“We didn’t want that slide, but it happened,” St. Louis said. “So, now it’s 
the power of your response and what you do from here. We’re trying to 
respond right now.” 

That process would be much harder if the Canadiens had won a game 
they didn’t deserve to win on Saturday. 

It was crucial for the Canadiens to come through in the fashion they did. 
They now have a template to adhere to. 

“The next game, you gotta do it all over again,” said St. Louis. “It’s an 
everyday thing.” 
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