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‘He does it all’: Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho, new linemate Max Pacioretty get along fine 
By Chip Alexander 

Sebastian Aho had a goal and assist the last time the 
Carolina Hurricanes faced off against the New Jersey Devils. 

That was on New Year’s Day, the Canes coming away with a 
5-4 shootout win on the road. For Aho, it was a good way to 
start a new year: The Canes center stole the puck and 
converted a gaffe by Devils goalie Mackenzie Blackwood for 
a shorthanded goal. 

The Hurricanes and Devils go at it again Tuesday at PNC 
Arena, Carolina (25-8-7) holding a four-point lead over New 
Jersey (25-12-3) at the top of the Metropolitan Division, 
despite an 0-2-1 slide. 

Aho has acquired a new linemate since the last New Jersey 
game: Max Pacioretty. 

Pacioretty, recovered from a preseason Achilles tear, made 
his Hurricanes debut last week against Nashville. He then 
started on Aho’s line Saturday, scoring twice — the second 
on a power play — in the Canes’ shootout road loss to 
Columbus. 

First impressions of the new guy? “Very strong on the puck, 
big body out there, plays the game pretty simple and straight 
away,” Aho said Monday of the veteran forward. “He’s easy 
to read off. He has a heavy shot, so it’s my job to find him 
and let him use that shot. He wins a lot of battles out there, 
goes to the net hard, forechecks. He does it all.” 

The two saw a lot of each other in late December. Aho 
missed seven games with a lower-body injury and Pacioretty 
was continuing his rehab. The two skated together at times 
while Aho was sidelined and sat together watching the 
Canes play games. 

When the Canes and Devils first played this season, on Dec. 
20 at PNC Arena, Aho was an antsy observer from high 
above as the Hurricanes won 4-1, despite being outshot 38-
20. 

“I was biting my nails, you know,” Aho said, smiling. “It’s so 
hard mentally. It hurt to watch. Especially up there. So high 

up, the game looks kind of slow and you would think, OK, 
there’s so much more time than there actually is. It wasn’t 
fun at all. I was anxious to get back.” 

Aho said his injury stemmed from an issue that he had been 
“playing through for a while” before he finally shut it down 
after the Dec. 6 road game against Anaheim. Those who 
know Aho, who burns to play and compete, knew it had to be 
pretty serious for him to come out of the lineup. 

Before sitting down, Aho had scored in each of his past two 
games — including the game-winner against the Los 
Angeles Kings — and had 11 goals and 27 points in 26 
games for the season. 

“I thought he was playing phenomenal until he got taken out,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday. 

One consolation for Aho was the Canes getting on a heater 
and winning all seven games he missed. He rejoined the 
lineup Dec. 23 against Philadelphia, and said Monday he has 
had no further injury issues, though he’s not completely 
pleased with his play. 

The shorthanded goal against New Jersey has been his only 
goal. He has three assists, including one Saturday, and has 
a minus-4 plus/minus rating in the seven games. 

“Not the level I want,” Aho said. “I know I can be better. I 
know my line can be better. Power play can be better. All 
that stuff.” 

Aho had a solid-enough game Saturday in the loss at 
Columbus. Centering Pacioretty and Seth Jarvis, he had 
22:37 in ice time, his highest total since being sidelined, and 
won nine of 12 faceoffs. Aho also assisted on Pacioretty’s 
power-play goal. 

“It hasn’t been awful, I wouldn’t say, but I know there’s an 
extra gear up there and it’s coming,” Aho said. “It’s coming 
for sure. For some reason it’s taken a little time after that little 
break for me to get it back to where it was and where I want 
to be. I’m working every single day to get it back to the level I 
want.” 
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Preview: January 10 vs. New Jersey 
After dropping three consecutive results, Carolina hopes to 
earn Rod Brind'Amour his 200th win as an NHL head coach 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes will aim to halt 
their current skid Tuesday, going head-to-head with the New 
Jersey Devils at PNC Arena. 

When: Tuesday, January 10 

Puck Drop: 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: ESPN+, Hulu 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 25-8-7 (57 Points, 1st, Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Shootout Loss to the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Saturday, January 7 

Devils Record: 25-12-3 (53 Points, 2nd, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Devils Last Game: 4-3 Overtime Win over the New York 
Rangers on Saturday, January 7 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

Tuesday, December 20: The Canes take over first in the 
Metro with a commanding 4-1 win. 

Sunday, January 1: Carolina wins an 11th game in a row 
with a 5-4 shootout victory.   

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: Blue Jackets rookie Kirill Marchenko stole the 
show Saturday afternoon in Columbus, registering his first 
career hat trick and also scoring in the shootout to power his 
team by Carolina, 4-3. The Canes had a push of three goals 
in 7:36 during the second period, including two belonging to 
Max Pacioretty, but with two of Columbus' coming on the 
power play, special teams were the deciding factor in the 
game going to a league-leading 14th overtime of the season 
for Carolina. In the shootout, Kent Johnson scored the game-
winner for the home team. 

He's Here: Pacioretty's multi-goal Saturday included one 
goal at even strength and one on the power play. After just 
one game of playing with Derek Stepan and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, #67 was promoted to the team's top line, skating 
alongside Seth Jarvis and Sebastian Aho against the Blue 
Jackets. Tuesday will be just his third game of the year after 
missing the start of the season due to a torn Achilles tendon 
suffered in August. 

Let's Get Right: For the first time since November 21-25, and 
just the second time this season, the Canes have gone 
winless in their last three games. The Hurricanes have 
averaged a league-high 44 shots per game over the trio of 
games, but Igor Shesterkin, Juuse Saros, and Joonas 
Korpisalo have allowed just nine goals total. Special teams 
have been a point of emphasis in the three, with Carolina 
feeling like they can improve on both the power play and 
penalty kill. 

Svech, The All-Star: The NHL announced its All-Stars on 
Thursday night, naming Canes forward Andrei Svechnikov 
as the team's representative. With 19 goals already this 
season, it will be the first time at the event for the 22-year-
old. 

Burns Is Buzzin': Since December 1 Brent Burns leads the 
Canes with 14 points in 17 games. His 28 points pace all 
team defenders through 40 games. 

On The Other Side: After getting off to a 19-4 start, the 
Devils have gone 6-8-3 since the start of December. They've 
averaged just 2.88 goals per game through the 17 contests, 
25th out of 32 teams for the month. 2019 first overall pick 
Jack Hughes has been a bright spot for the team as he 
continues to take his game to new heights, totaling 49 points 
in 40 games. Former Hurricane Dougie Hamilton leads the 
team's defense in scoring with 34 points in 40 contests. 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

    Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion protocol 
since October 13. He has recently taken part in team 
practices and morning skates since December 16 in a no-
contact jersey, but there is no current timetable for his return. 

    Goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-body 
injury on November 6. He has been practicing with the team 
since December 8, but there is currently no timetable for his 
return. Rod Brind'Amour has said on several occasions, 
"We're waiting for him to say that he feels 100%. He won't 
play until then." 

    Forward Stefan Noesen has missed the team's last two 
games due to a lower-body injury suffered in the team's 
game on January 3 in New York. He returned to practice on 
Monday. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
black jerseys. The team will also be wearing Raleigh 
IceCaps sweaters during warmups to honor and celebrate 
the city's 1990's ECHL team. The sweaters are being 
auctioned off here. 
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Milestone Watch: A win on Tuesday would give Rod 
Brind'Amour 200 wins as a head coach. It would also make 
him the third-fastest coach to 200 wins in league history (329 
games). 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes are set to practice on Wednesday before 
traveling to Columbus, taking on the Blue Jackets at 
Nationwide Arena for the second time in six days.

 

IceCaps Reflect On Early Days of Hockey In Raleigh 
 
"It was a unique experience, going to an area where hockey 
wasn't at the forefront. It was awesome. It was welcomed 
with open arms." 
By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Before the NHL made its way to North 
Carolina in 1997, the Raleigh IceCaps were the first 
professional team in the area. 

Arriving in 1991, the franchise played in the then-named East 
Coast Hockey League (ECHL) for seven seasons, giving the 
city its first real taste of the sport, and helping pave the way 
for the eventual arrival of the Hurricanes. 

"It was a really unique opportunity. The only ice the market 
had ever seen was the ice in their drinks," Rick Barkovich, a 
player-turned-coach, reflected with a laugh when beginning 
to describe his time with the organization. "It was a blast." 

"It was new to everybody when we got here," former IceCaps 
forward Jimmy Powers echoed. "There was very minimal 
hockey, if any, on the youth side. Coming in as a minor-pro 
team, with a bunch of kids that came from up north, out west, 
or Canada and moving to the south, we were educating fans 
on a regular basis." 

After the league had seen successes in Greensboro, Norfolk, 
and Richmond, the owner of the Durham Bulls, Miles Wolff, 
and former General Manager, Pete Bock, were able to bring 
hockey to the Triangle. 

For a variety of reasons, the Raleigh experiment became a 
hit quickly. 

"When we were here the fan base just supported us 
throughout. It was like a college atmosphere," five-year 
IceCap and 40-goal scorer Lyle Wildgoose shared. "The only 
difference in the environment was that they served drinks 
and fans could get a little rowdy." 

Rowdy and supportive, a recipe for success. 

"It was the one event where you had Duke fans, NC State 
fans, and UNC fans all coming together to support one 
team," Wildgoose continued. "We noticed that immediately. 

The Raleigh IceCaps logo from 1994-1998 After starting with 
a logo that featured an R on a CAPitol building, along with 
the IceCaps name, the franchise then switched to a more 
modern and popular logo from 1994-1998. SportsLogos.net 

Even if everyone didn't exactly know what was going on, the 
unity of the community rallied around the team only grew 
after a surprising playoff berth in the team's first season. 

"There were a lot of people that didn't understand the game 
then. There were a lot of transplants from up north that kept 
the hockey culture that they grew up with alive. They loved 
that part of it." Wildgoose further carried on. "Then you had 
the new fans that didn't know anything, they just knew that 
they loved the fights and the atmosphere. Over time, they 
turned into hockey fans. From that standpoint I really enjoyed 
it." 

"Everyone wanted to know more about the game," Powers 
followed up with. "It was a unique experience, going to an 
area where hockey wasn't at the forefront. It was awesome. 
It was welcomed with open arms." 

The popularity continued to grow in the early years for the 
IceCaps, thanks in part due to some players getting 
opportunities at higher levels, some relatively surprising on-
ice success, and even a 1993-94 Riley Cup Finals 
appearance in just their third season. 

A photo of Gordie Howe skating during warmups with the 
IceCaps Another factor that some credit with the growth of 
the game in Raleigh was an appearance by Gordie Howe, 
one of the most popular players the sport had ever seen. As 
a part of his 65th birthday tour, designed to raise funds for 
meaningful charities in each city, Howe took warmups with 
the team before a game in March of 1993. 

Playing their home games out of Dorton Arena on the State 
Fairgrounds, the uniquely constructed building only added to 
the lore of Raleigh's early hockey history. 

"Dorton Arena was electric, it was loud," Barkovich remarked 
of the team's home.  "It was a great time. The acoustics in 
there were insane. The sound would just bounce off the 
windows and made it incredibly loud for 5,000 or so people." 

It was neither the biggest, nor the most glamorous setting in 
the ECHL, but the tight environment was more than fine with 
those on the ice. 

"It was raucous," Barkovich chuckled. "I can remember that it 
would be Tuesday, our next game would be on Friday and 
we would be sold out. There were capacity crowds and it 
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was crazy. For a non-traditional hockey market, people in the 
area really caught on and caught the fever." 

But the facility also came with its hurdles, which the guys 
look back and laugh about now. 

"It wasn't built for hockey, so it was just adapted to be a 
workable environment, Wildgoose offered. "I'd never been in 
a building where the locker rooms were in the basement and 
you had to walk up a couple of flights of steps to get to the 
ice surface. That was interesting." 

Getting to the ice was just step one of where things could go 
awry. 

"We had challenges with ice conditions at times. We had the 
fog causing delays in games and things of that nature," 
Wildgoose continued. "The year we went to the 
championship, as you know, the further you get into playoffs, 
the closer you get to summer. One of the games had to be 
delayed because the sun was peaking in from one end of the 
arena and the goalie at the one end could not see anything. 
It had its challenges, but that's what made it our arena. 
That's what gave us our home-ice advantage. It had its 
uniqueness. It wasn't a typical, full-size arena." 

In all, the challenges were a part of what made the 
experience a complete one for those that played and 
coached for the IceCaps. 

Each thinks about their time now as some of the more 
enjoyable days, and a big reason as to why many have 
stayed living in the 919 area code long after their playing 
careers. 

"There's a lot of guys from our teams that have stayed here 
in Raleigh because of how amazing the people are. The area 
is amazing, too," Powers reasoned. "The way they took to us 
getting us here was amazing." 

"We all loved our time here. Jimmy, myself, all the guys, we 
all just made this our home. It was a great area to live, a 
great area to start a family, and so from that standpoint, I'm 
grateful for the opportunity that they gave me," Wildgoose 
supplemented. "It created a new home for me and I 
embraced that. I still love it here, my kids were born and 
raised here, and now they're off to college. My wife, who is a 
New Englander that I met in college, loves it here." 

Several members from the IceCaps teams will be in 
attendance Tuesday night as the Canes host North Carolina 
night at PNC Arena. 

When asked if any are surprised that the team has made it 
25 years in the NHL, all said not in the least bit. 

"You see the passion and the number of people moving 
here, and the number of people that have been here in the 
south that has taken to the sport. I think everyone 
appreciates it now more too for what it is," Powers 
responded. "I think the people of the area have been great in 
supporting the game since our days." 
"It's about getting people to the game and when people see 
it, they want more of it," Wildgoose stated. "There's a lot of 
guys that have retired from the Canes that have stayed here 
as well. Anyone that comes here, stays here. When you get 
to know the community, you know that it's got a lot to offer."

 

Hurricanes to hold North Carolina Night 
 
Canes to host inaugural night celebrating the Old North State 
in January. 

RALEIGH, N.C. - The Carolina Hurricanes will host their 
inaugural North Carolina Night presented by Harris Teeter on 
Tuesday, Jan. 10 when the team takes on the New Jersey 
Devils at PNC Arena. The night will serve as a celebration of 
the Old North State, with the team planning on featuring 
special warm-up sweaters, unique food items, special 
merchandise offerings, and live music. 

One of the highlights of the night will be the team's Raleigh 
IceCaps warm-up sweaters, as the Canes pay homage to 
the ECHL team that called Raleigh's Dorton Arena home 

from 1991-1998. In addition to the on-ice jerseys, special 
IceCaps gear will also be available at The Eye, and former 
IceCaps players are scheduled to attend the game. 

Mockup of the Raleigh IceCaps sweater the Canes will wear 
as warm-up jerseys on North Carolina Night Mockup of the 
Raleigh IceCaps sweater the Canes will wear as warm-up 
jerseys on North Carolina Night 

The team is also planning on featuring a BBQ sandwich with 
Cheerwine sauce and hushpuppies for the game, along with 
banana pudding. There will be a poster giveaway with art 
designed by a North Carolina artist, and live music from local 
artists is scheduled for the evening. 
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Hurricanes meet Devils in battles of division’s top teams 
 
By Field Level Media 

Now it's the Carolina Hurricanes who are trying to get back 
on track. 

It's not as if they have deviated that far, but more than a 
week has passed since they've won a game; they've lost 
three in a row overall. 

The New Jersey Devils, who seem to be snapping out of a 
funk, will be the oppositionfor the Hurricanes on Tuesday 
night at Raleigh, N.C. 

"We've got to get it all together and play a full 60," 
Hurricanes forward Martin Necas said. "Try to reset and go 
back and try to play our game. There's no secrets, really." 

Carolina and New Jersey are the top two teams in the 
Metropolitan Division. This meeting will mark the midway 
mark in the regular season for both teams. 

This also will be the third Devils-Hurricanes meeting in about 
a three-week period. The Hurricanes won 4-1 at home on 
Dec. 20 and prevailed 5-4 in a shootout at New Jersey on 
Jan. 1. 

The Devils have won three of their past five games, with one 
of the setbacks to Carolina. 

"We're kind of finding some traction," Devils coach Lindy Ruff 
said. "We're getting some people back, and we'd like to build 
off that. We know it's a heck of a battle. It's like a 40-game 
playoff series going on right now between five or six teams." 

The Hurricanes followed a franchise-record 11-game winning 
streak with their three consecutive losses (0-2-1). But it 
hasn't all been a downer for Carolina, which tallied a 
franchise-record 67 shots on goal in a loss to Nashville on 
Thursday and gained a team point Saturday in a shootout 
loss at Columbus. 

"The guys know they definitely created enough chances to 
win (the past two games), and their goalies played 
phenomenal in two games," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. 

Hurricanes forward Max Pacioretty scored twice in the 
Columbus game in just his second contest of the season 
after August surgery for a torn Achilles. 

"Good for him to get on the board," Brind'Amour said. 
"Hopefully, he'll have many, many more." 

The Hurricanes are far from in a panic mode. 

"We're a confident group and with short-term memory," 
defenseman Brady Skjei said. "We know if we play the way 
that we're supposed to play and generate that many shots, 
we're going to win a lot of hockey games." 

In its most recent game, New Jersey beat the New York 
Rangers 4-3 in overtime Saturday. 

"Every game, every point, every period matters," Devils 
forward Jesper Bratt said with the team rallying against the 
Rangers. "We know we have the skill and type of team to 
come back in these games." 

New Jersey has received a jolt of offense from center Jack 
Hughes, who has eight goals in the past five games. 

Tuesday will mark the start of New Jersey's five-game trip. 
The next four contests will be on the West Coast. 

"I'm extremely proud of our road record," Ruff said. "We've 
been a good road team. We know our next game is a really 
good opponent. We're staring at Carolina. We know that our 
road game is something we've had a lot of success with, and 
we'd like to continue that." 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article270959462.html  
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-january-10-versus-new-jersey/c-339693194 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/icecaps-reflect-on-early-days-of-hockey-in-raleigh/c-339555746 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/hurricanes-to-hold-north-carolina-night/c-338552610 

https://www.northcarolinadaily.com/news/273341711/hurricanes-meet-devils-in-battle-of-division-top-teams  
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7 random Devils thoughts before long West Coast road trip | Jonathan 
Bernier update, Miles Wood injury, more 

 

By Ryan Novozinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

 

The Devils, still riding high from their comeback victory over the Rangers 
on Saturday, will have several tough road tests in the next two weeks. 

They play the first-place Hurricanes on Tuesday, before flying out west to 
face the Ducks, Kings, Sharks and Kraken. The Devils (25-12-3) are in 
second place in the Metropolitan Division and trail Carolina by four 
points. 

Here are seven random Devils thoughts ahead of their game vs. the 
Hurricanes on Tuesday: 

1. During two-on-two drills on Monday, forward Miles Wood collapsed 
after colliding with another Devils player and hitting the ice hard. Practice 
came to a brief pause – every player looked concerned about Wood – 
and the 27 year old was carried off of the ice by Tomas Tatar and 
Michael McLeod. 

It’s unclear what Wood injured, but he didn’t lean on his right leg when 
skating off the ice. Even with the injury, coach Lindy Ruff said Wood will 
make the trip to North Carolina. 

“I did see it,” Ruff said. “It didn’t seem like anything major when it 
happened. I had eyes on him when he was skating. He’s making the trip 
so we’ll see where he’s at.” 

2. Nico Hischier did his best Jack Hughes impression on Monday. 

When the Devils’ 13-game winning streak was at its peak in November, 
Hughes told reporters that his team was “doing OK” because they were 
on a “nine-game heater.” Hischier recreated the popular comment before 
New Jersey opens a five-game road trip. 

“We’re playing well on the road,” Hischier said. “Definitely trying to go out 
there and, as Jack would say, ‘go on a heater again.’” 

WATCH EVERY DEVILS GAME IN 2022-23 HERE: DirecTV Stream, 
fuboTV 

3. Hughes may have new linemates against Carolina. Hughes skated 
with Yegor Sharangovich and Dawson Mercer in line rushes at skate, 
which could create a flashy – and prolific – second line unit. In 51 
minutes of ice time this season, Sharangovich, Mercer and Hughes have 
a 51-47 Corsi advantage and a goal differential of plus-two. 

Hughes’ former linemates – Tatar and Erik Haula – were bumped to the 
first line and third line, respectively. Haula, who will be paired with Ondrej 
Palat and Jesper Boqvist, seemed fine with the move. 

“I thought we were great out there today,” Haula said. “Pally and Boqy 
had a good practice… I don’t have any thoughts on (the line changes). 
That’s out of my hands.” 

4. Haula is a huge Minnesota Vikings fan. 

His father, Tomi, coached American football and Haula spent his first four 
seasons with the Wild, so it’s a natural fit. He’s ecstatic that his favorite 
team is facing the Giants on Sunday and predicts a 30-17 Vikings victory. 

“Should be an easy win for the Vikings,” Haula said. “I was happy to see 
the Packers lost too.” 

As for Packers fan Brendan Smith… 

“I don’t want to talk about it,” said Smith, one day after Green Bay was 
eliminated from playoff contention. 

5. Nathan Bastian is (almost) back. 

The gritty winger hasn’t played since sustaining an injury vs. the Capitals 
on Nov. 26, so Devils fans were relieved to see him participating in 
Monday’s skate. He was used as an extra defenseman – Ondrej Palat 
did the same thing when he was recovering from injury – and will be on 
the Devils’ long road trip to the West Coast. 

Bastian has eight points (three goals and five assists) in 21 games 
played this season. He was a key piece on the Devils’ “BMW” fourth line 
and provided a tough net-front presence. 

6. Hey, where has Jonathan Bernier been? 

The 34-year-old Devils goalie has been injured for over a year, but 
entered this season’s training camp with renewed confidence. Bernier 
told NJ Advance Media that he re-injured himself in November – sparking 
another setback – but his recovery timeline has been a mystery since 
then. Ruff finally gave an injury update on Bernier Monday, but was 
mostly vague. 

“Doing good,” Ruff said of Bernier. “Just trying to figure out where we go 
from where we’re at with him right now.” 

Tough break for the veteran netminder. Even worse, general manager 
Tom Fitzgerald told NJ Advance Media in November that he “really” 
doesn’t know where Bernier will “end up.” 

“I really don’t know where Bernie’s going to end up, to be quite honest,” 
Fitzgerald said. “I really don’t. I feel for him, what he’s been going 
through.” 

7. Happy birthday, Vitek Vanecek! 

Vanecek, now 27, has a career-high .914 save percentage in 26 games 
played this season and a goals saved above expected rating of 2.5. 
Mackenzie Blackwood isn’t sure how he’ll celebrate his tandem partner’s 
birthday, but said he “can’t wait” to sing to him on the team plane. 

Star Ledger LOADED: 01.10.2023 

1264682 Columbus Blue Jackets 
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Elvis Merzlikins trying to 'find the positive' while struggling for Columbus 
Blue Jackets 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Elvis Merzlikins is a broken goalie.  

He is determined to “find the positive,” in what he calls a “disgusting,” 
season, but it isn’t easy for the Blue Jackets netminder. His confidence is 
shaken, there’s been zero ‘puck luck’ on key bounces and Merzlikins’ 
season thus far is a big bucket of ballooning statistics, nagging injuries 
and frustrating health woes, including a fourth bout with COVID-19 that 
recently gave him a scare.  

“This year, overall, it’s a huge life lesson for me, I feel,” Merzlikins said 
after making 18 saves in the Jackets’ 1-0 loss Sunday at the Washington 
Capitals. “This is what I’m living. Inside, it’s disgusting. Trust me. The 
feeling is not nice.” 

Simply put, it’s the worst he’s ever felt as a professional player. 

“It’s probably … not ‘probably,’ I’m going to take out the ‘probably,’ " 
Merzlikins said. “This is the worst season of my career up until now.” 

Especially galling is how much work he put into this season. Merzlikins 
and his family stayed in Columbus last summer for him to train and them 
to become more familiar with the area. It was supposed to be a launching 
pad for a rebound season at the start of a five-year contract that carries a 
$5.4 million charge against the NHL’s salary cap, but that's not how it 
played out. 

Merzlikins, 28, has a 4.52 goals-against average and .865 save 
percentage through 16 appearances, and those unsightly numbers 
actually improved Sunday in Washington.  

“I wanted to be the difference and I wanted to bring the team as far as I 
could, and it happened opposite,” he said. “There is nothing to hide. I 
(stunk) at my job. I legit (stunk). And then, again, injury, sickness, injury, 
sickness, COVID again … like, it’s still a thing. Now, the most important 
thing the rest of the season is get that focus (back).”  

Merzlikins’ words were as raw as the emotions that accompanied them. 
He’s a goalie who could probably use a hug, but instead he’s pummeling 
himself like Jim Carey’s character in the movie “Liar, Liar,” a truth-twisting 
attorney who suddenly can’t tell a lie.  

Merzlikins and his family have also dealt with unsettling taunts and 
heckles this season at Nationwide Arena, including what his wife, 
Aleksandra, described on Instagram as threats of violence. Merzlikins 
was incensed, but he’s not skating away from blame.  

Nobody’s a harsher critic than the guy in the mirror, which showed 
against the Capitals. 

Merzlikins allowed the only goal 2:43 into it, beaten through the pads by 
another unlucky bounce, and that was the only puck to elude him. He 
also made a difficult “split” save in the first period to keep it 1-0, which 
coach Brad Larsen credited for sparking the turnaround that led to the 
Blue Jackets outshooting Washington 37-19 for the game.  

Merzlikins didn’t want praise for it and told Larsen that when the two 
spoke near the bench in the first period.  

“He told me that I (made) a huge save and I told him that I didn’t care … I 
didn’t care,” Merzlikins said. “I was mad. I wasn’t there. Mentally, I was 
trying to be there, but it wasn’t working. Then it started working (at 10 
minutes) and I was happy.” 

The trick now is finding that happy place more often.  

The Blue Jackets have other goaltending options with Joonas Korpisalo 
and Daniil Tarasov, but the former is a pending free agent and the latter 
is a rookie who is out with concussion symptoms. Merzlikins needs to 

work through his slump and reassert himself as the No. 1 ace he showed 
the potential to be as a rookie in 2019-20. It’s a tall order, but not 
unreachable — especially if his teammates continue playing like they did 
in Washington.  

“We were really good in front of him (against the Capitals),” Larsen said. 
“It was a good game to have in front of him, a game he needed.”  

Merzlikins also needs a confidence boost, which is strange to say given 
his unflappable personality.  

“I’m always the one guy who’s going to blame myself first,” he said. “This 
is like my mom told me, in this disgusting and negative situation, there is 
something positive. Just find it. And I’m trying to (find) that positive and 
follow the words of my mom.” 
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Jim Rutherford wishes his Penguins tenure 'had ended different' 

 

Seth Rorabaugh7-9 minutes 09/01/2023 

 

It won’t be a homecoming for Jim Rutherford. 

That’s because he won’t be in Pittsburgh. 

When the Pittsburgh Penguins host the Vancouver Canucks at PPG 
Paints Arena on Tuesday, Rutherford will be three time zones to the west 
in British Columbia. 

His current employer, the Canucks, will be involved in scouting meetings 
and, as president of hockey operations, Rutherford oversees all of that. 

But Tuesday’s meeting clearly will represent a vivid connection given 
Rutherford’s history with the Penguins. As general manager, he directed 
the Penguins to their two most recent Stanley Cup titles in 2016 and ‘17. 

“I feel a personal connection with that team,” Rutherford said by phone 
Friday. “I was there and enjoyed my time there. I still have very strong 
friendships there with the coaches and some of the players. But I really 
try not to talk to people there too much because I don’t want to get out of 
my own lane. But those friendships will last forever, and I miss them.” 

It’s been almost two years since Rutherford abruptly quit as Penguins 
general manager Jan. 27, 2021. And it’s been just over a year since he 
took over in his current capacity with the Canucks on Dec. 10, 2021. 

Over the past 13 months, Rutherford has had his hands full with a 
franchise that has made the playoffs only once in the past seven seasons 
and seems destined to have another long summer after this season. 

Almost at the midway point for 2022-23, the Canucks have a 17-19-3 
record and would need a hot streak or two to even get into contention for 
a wild-card spot. 

Add in the always immense expectations of any team in a Canadian 
market, and the task has been daunting for Rutherford. 

“In Vancouver, we have a CFL football team, but we don’t have NFL or 
Major League Baseball like you do in Pittsburgh,” Rutherford said. “And a 
big thing here — and I totally understand it — is the frustration of having 
a franchise for as long as they have, getting to the (Stanley Cup) Finals a 
few times but not winning the Cup. And then of course, even worse than 
that, is a number of years without being a playoff team. 

“There’s a lot of frustration, and I understand it. We have a wonderful fan 
base. They understand the game. I like being in a Canadian market. I 
was born and raised in Canada. Quite frankly, I like being in this market.” 
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The Canucks aren’t bereft of talent. There are a handful of All-Stars such 
as forwards Bo Horvat, Elias Pettersson and defenseman Quinn Hughes. 
But there has been more dysfunction than wins. 

“I knew it was going to be a challenge,” Rutherford said. “We had some 
work to do to improve the team. It’s probably been a little bigger 
challenge than I expected in trying to unravel the cap situation here. The 
sooner we can do that, the sooner we can move forward and improve the 
team. 

“We have a lot of good players here. We certainly show signs of that at 
different times with this group. We haven’t totally come together as a 
team, which would give us a chance to be more consistent. We’re 
working and looking at what we can do better.” 

Working toward that goal with Rutherford is general manager Patrik Allvin 
who joined the Canucks on Jan. 26, 2022. Previously, Allvin worked 
under Rutherford with the Penguins in various front office roles and even 
temporarily succeeded Rutherford as the Penguins’ interim general 
manager until Ron Hextall was hired Feb. 9, 2021. 

“I have a lot of respect for (Allvin),” Rutherford said. “He’s really good at 
what he does. The roles are different with me being president and him 
being the (general manager). I don’t do the phone calls to other (general 
managers) and things like that. He does the day-to-day stuff that I would 
have done in the past. That’s a little bit of an adjustment for me. And an 
adjustment for him in his new role. 

“But overall, our working relationship is real good. We’ve built a very 
strong hockey (operations department) here. We just have to work hard. 
We’ll never get as good as we should be as soon as everybody wants. 
But I think the opportunity is going to be there at some point in time that 
we can put a pretty good team together here.” 

What kind of team does Rutherford think the Penguins have put together 
this season? 

“I’m watching games every night,” Rutherford said. “We’re always 
looking, is there somebody available that can help our team? I don’t have 
a lot to say (about the Penguins) other than the fact that every team in 
the league other than a couple — (the Boston Bruins) being one — has 
their ups and downs during the season. I think the Penguins have a good 
team, and I think they’re going to be OK.” 

A significant reason for confidence in the Penguins is the so-called “core” 
of forwards Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin and defenseman Kris 
Letang, a trio that has spent 17 seasons together. That union was able to 
remain intact this past offseason when Hextall found a way to re-sign 
Malkin and Letang, each pending unrestricted free agents this past 
summer. 

Theoretically, had Rutherford not stepped away, it might have been his 
task to figure out what direction to take with Malkin or Letang. 

“I don’t want to comment on the job (current Penguins management 
does),” Rutherford said. “I have a tough enough job to do myself with one 
team let alone another. I will say I was happy to see the three guys were 
able to stay together and (potentially) finish their careers together.” 

Rutherford acknowledges his career probably should have finished in 
Pittsburgh as well. At the time of his resignation, Rutherford, 73, largely 
had operated from the confines of his Pittsburgh-area home for nearly a 
year because of the risks of covid-19. 

“Oh, I wish I had ended different,” said Rutherford, who contracted and 
recovered from covid-19 last March. “But I had been quarantined with my 
family for 11 months. (Covid-19), what we went through there, it affects 
you mentally. I wasn’t in a position at that time to go forward and do my 
job properly. I wasn’t in the right mental state of mind. 

“This is not anybody’s fault. This is just something that we have all had to 
deal with. That’s not the way I would have wanted to leave. I probably, 
probably should have ended my career in Pittsburgh after the success 
that we had there. But it didn’t play out that way.” 

How the rest of Rutherford’s career plays is anyone’s guess. Even for 
Rutherford. 

“I thought I was going to retire 10 years ago, and I didn’t. I would think I 
would probably retire in the next 10 years,” Rutherford said with a 
chuckle. “At this point in my life, the stress is harder to handle. But I’m 
not doing the day-to-day general manager stuff. So that should relieve 
some of the stress. But we have our challenges here. And I feel a big 
responsibility to try to make the Canucks better. I still deal with stress. If 
at some point, that stress gets too hard to handle, that will probably be 
where I’ll be retired somewhere.” 

Seth Rorabaugh is a Tribune-Review staff writer. You can contact Seth 
by email at srorabaugh@triblive.com or via Twitter . 
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3 takeaways: Penguins get 1st win at Arizona's Mullett Arena 

 

TribuneReview2-2 minutes 09/01/2023 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ 4-1 road win against the Arizona Coyotes was 
their first contest in Mullett Arena on the campus of Arizona State 
University. 

The facility, which is named after university benefactors Donald and 
Barbara Mullett, is serving as a temporary home to the Coyotes after they 
were evicted from their previous venue, Desert Diamond Arena in 
Glendale, Ariz. The Coyotes are slated to play at Mullett Arena through 
the 2024-25 season. 

Since the first Winnipeg Jets franchise moved to Arizona and became the 
Phoenix Coyotes in 1996, the Penguins have a 9-8-3 record in the three 
venues that have hosted the Coyotes in the Copper State. 

At the first building, America West Arena in Phoenix (which is now called 
Footprint Arena), the Penguins never recorded a win, going 0-5-2. 

After the Coyotes moved to the current Desert Diamond Arena (which 
was originally called Glendale Arena then Jobing.com Arena and Gila 
River Arena), the Penguins posted an 8-3-1 record at that venue. 

• The Penguins have won 10 consecutive games against the Coyotes. 

Their last loss to the Coyotes was a 4-3 overtime defeat Feb. 11, 2017, 
at Gila River Arena in Glendale, Ariz. 

Defenseman Connor Murphy scored the winning goal in that contest 
against goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury. 

• The Penguins’ power play was 0 for 6 on Sunday. 

It marked the fourth consecutive game they have failed to score a power-
play goal. Over that span, they are 0 for 21 with the man advantage. 
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Casey DeSmith returns to form at much-needed juncture to help end 
Penguins’ slide 

 

Andrew Destin5-6 minutes 09/01/2023 
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TEMPE, Ariz. — Casey DeSmith isn’t one to focus the attention on 
himself when things go well for him in net, even when he would have 
every reason to. 

The Penguins’ 4-1 victory against the Arizona Coyotes on Sunday night 
was the latest example of humility from Pittsburgh’s usual backup 
goaltender in one of his best starts of the season. A game removed from 
producing his lowest save percentage of the year in a 5-2 defeat at the 
hands of the Vegas Golden Knights, DeSmith deflected his success 
against Arizona to his teammates following the squad’s win that broke a 
six-game losing streak. 

“I think it was just a total team effort from start to finish tonight,” DeSmith 
said. “We got off to a slow start in Vegas and obviously we were down 
after one tonight, but we didn’t give in. The boys just dug in, played really 
well, and happy to get it done.” 

While DeSmith only faced 24 shots from the Coyotes, many of them were 
quality looks. According to Sportlogiq, 11 of Arizona’s shots came from 
the slot, and DeSmith made saves on every one of them. The only goal 
he let up came from Barrett Hayton, who batted down a mid-air pass to 
the back of the net from just outside the crease. 

Otherwise, Coyotes coach Andre Tourigny’s group couldn’t crack 
DeSmith. 

“We just could not score,” Tourigny said. “We created a lot of good 
offense, we had breakaways, we had good looks, shot from the slot. We 
had about everything, rebounds, screen shots. We just could not score.” 

Since Tristan Jarry’s lower-body injury has him sidelined for the 
foreseeable future, DeSmith has become the de facto No. 1 netminder 
for coach Mike Sullivan in the meantime. Earlier in the week, DeSmith 
discussed how a more prominent role like the one he’s been thrust into 
brings out the best hockey in him. 

Making his second start in as many games for just the second time this 
season, DeSmith impressed Sullivan with his goaltending work. 

Just under five minutes into the second period with the Penguins chasing 
a goal, the Coyotes were on the verge of adding another. Travis Boyd 
slithered into the slot past Pittsburgh’s defense, but his shot attempt 
never reached the net since it was blocked by Chad Ruhwedel. The 
Penguins couldn’t clear, though; from a crouch, Lawson Crouse nearly 
put the puck past DeSmith, who made the save but fell on his behind in 
the act. 

While sprawled on the ice, DeSmith somehow made a left-pad save on 
Juuso Valimaki from a seated position a few seconds later to keep the 
Penguins’ deficit at one. A minute after that tipping point in the contest, 
Jake Guentzel netted his first of two goals of the evening en route to 
Pittsburgh’s much-needed win. 

“This was one of Casey’s more solid games,” Sullivan said. “I thought we 
gave up a couple of really good looks in the second period, against our 
power play in particular.” 

Toward the end of the second period with Pittsburgh up 2-1 and on a 5-
on-3 after consecutive Coyotes penalties, Arizona’s Nick Bjugstad had a 
breakaway opportunity against DeSmith, but the netminder came through 
with a critical stop that Sullivan highlighted. 

“The breakaway there was a huge save for us,” Sullivan said. “Those are 
the timely saves that you need to win games and he gave it to us 
tonight.” 

DeSmith produced another clean sheet in the third period, though he only 
faced three Arizona shots after seeing 12 in the second frame and eight 
in the opening period. The Penguins’ third period, which Sullivan said he 
was “most encouraged by,” featured a Jason Zucker goal to double 
Pittsburgh’s lead and an empty-netter by Jeff Carter to cement the win. 

While it took the majority of the Penguins a little over a period to find their 
form, DeSmith’s stonewall efforts were able to give his teammates 
enough time to figure things out on the offensive end. 

“I definitely felt good, the whole game, mostly,” DeSmith said. “Had the 
most action in the second period, I felt really good. Fortunate to make a 
couple of big saves there on some odd man rushes and keep our 
momentum going into the third, which I think was really important.” 

With the quick turnaround of another game at home against the 
Vancouver Canucks less than 48 hours after their road win against the 
Coyotes, the Penguins could turn to DeSmith for the third time in six days 
— or veteran goalie Dustin Tokarski for his first career start for 
Pittsburgh. 

Regardless of who Sullivan puts in net for the Penguins’ next game, 
DeSmith is hopeful he and his teammates’ efforts in Arizona can carry 
over into Tuesday. 

“I thought everyone did a really good job, made my job easy for most of 
the night,” DeSmith said. “Felt good. Something to build on.” 
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Yohe: Penguins go the extra mile for Kris Letang during time of grief 

 

Josh Yohe5-7 minutes 09/01/2023 

 

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Pittsburgh Penguins are supposed to be home with 
their families now, getting some rest following a 10-day road trip, 
preparing for the Canucks at PPG Paints Arena on Tuesday. 

They are not. 

The Penguins had just defeated the Coyotes, 4-1, on Sunday night, 
ending a six-game losing streak. Their travel plan was to immediately 
return to Pittsburgh, where they haven’t been since leaving for the Winter 
Classic on Dec. 31. 

Instead, they traveled through the middle of the night to Montreal, arriving 
at 4 a.m. Then, they slept for a brief period of time before attending the 
funeral of Claude Fouquet, father of Kris Letang. 

While the Penguins were on the Western swing of the road trip that took 
them through Las Vegas and Phoenix, some of the team’s veterans 
came together with the coaching staff to discuss a mutual desire to 
attend Fouquet’s funeral in Quebec. 

Mike Sullivan was not only on board with the plan but was one of the 
people who spearheaded the decision. 

The Penguins were then set to return home later today, where they won’t 
have much time to prepare for Tuesday’s game. 

But then, for this group, taking care of teammates is more important than 
obtaining a certain amount of rest before a game. 

This is a particularly vivid illustration of how much Letang means to 
everyone on this team. 

It’s been a hellish season for the 35-year-old Letang. What should have 
been a storybook chapter has turned into a nightmare. Letang signed a 
new, six-year contract with the Penguins in July. Signing him was always 
their priority, his dynamic physical skills mirroring that of a younger man 
because of his extraordinary conditioning. 

So perfect was Letang’s signing that it took place in Montreal, of all 
places, his beloved hometown that happened to be hosting the NHL 
Draft. So, Letang signed the deal in Montreal, the city that groomed him 
for NHL stardom. Fouquet was instrumental in that, too. He had his 
health, his family, he believed the Penguins to still be Stanley Cup 
contenders, and he had six more years in black and gold. 

Everything was perfect. 
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Until it wasn’t. 

In October and November, he produced perhaps the worst hockey of his 
career. 

Letang suffered a stroke for the second time in his life on Nov. 28, hours 
after a Penguins practice. That he returned to NHL action in less than 
two weeks is a testament to his courage and the superb medical 
attention he received from the Penguins’ athletic trainers and physicians 
that day. Still, it was a jarring experience for Letang, his family and his 
teammates. 

Letang was finally starting to play better when he sustained a lower-body 
injury that was going to keep him out of the Winter Classic. But he never 
made his way to Fenway Park at all, because news then arrived that his 
father had died in Montreal. 

“Such a good kid,” former general manager Jim Rutherford said. “He 
really is. Life seems to hit him harder than most. But he’s tough. He’ll be 
OK.” 

In case Letang needed their support, his teammates made the decision 
to sacrifice time with their families to be with him in Montreal. 

It wasn’t an easy logistical matter for the organization. A high-ranking 
member of the Penguins’ front office had to fly to Phoenix on Sunday 
with a box of necessities: the Penguins’ passports. Their road trip had 
taken them to Boston, Las Vegas and Phoenix. To enter Canada, 
however, passports are required. 

So, with the documents in hand following Sunday’s game, the Penguins 
ultimately made the decision to attend the funeral. It wasn’t a choice that 
came lightly. The Penguins had to consider that funerals are private, 
emotionally charged experiences. They wanted to be there, yes, but they 
also wanted to respect the privacy of Letang and his family. 

Letang has been teammates with Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin 
since 2006. For 17 years, these three players have been the foundation 
of the mighty Penguins and, along the way, it’s become clear the 
friendship these three share is even more powerful than the on-ice magic 
they still regularly showcase. 

They are best friends. When Crosby was honored for playing in 1,000 
career NHL games a couple of years back, he remained composed 
during the ceremony. 

Then, the faces of Letang and Malkin flashed on the scoreboard, with 
each delivering a message. Suddenly, the tears flowed from Crosby’s 
face. 

These are franchise icons, the three players most responsible for a 
magical time in Pittsburgh sports history. Along the way, they’ve become 
so close that the idea of playing for any other franchise last summer 
suddenly seemed absurd. They were brothers for life, on and off the ice. 

There were tears in Montreal today, too. 

But I’d bet, in what is a horribly sad day for Letang and his family, that the 
defenseman who has been through so much this season felt a little 
better, a little more supported, a little more loved and a little more at ease 
knowing Crosby and Malkin — along with 20 other teammates — were 
on hand. 

Good for the Penguins. Good for ownership for handling the finances of 
this move. Good for Sullivan and his staff for putting the love of a 
teammate before previous plans. Good for the players who pushed to be 
there for their brother. 

Good for Letang, too. He lives his life the right way, which is why he is so 
beloved in that locker room. He lost a member of his family that he loved, 
and that is a terribly difficult thing to overcome. 

But he was surrounded by family in Montreal on Monday. A couple dozen 
weren’t blood relatives, but are family nonetheless. 
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Penguins Blog: Funny (Crap) Jason Zucker Says (and Does) 

 

Dan Kingerski4-5 minutes 09/01/2023 

 

For parts of three seasons, Jason Zucker was a member of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. For other parts of those three seasons, he watched 
Penguins games from the trainer’s room, surgeon’s table, or his couch at 
home. 

The player that former GM Jim Rutherford seemed to covet was, to be 
kind, a bust. 

This column started as a look at Zucker’s contract status, in light of his 
significantly better production this season, but then, like a postgame chat 
with Zucker, it took a left turn. Instead of “Sh*t my Dad Says,” this 
became, “What Zucker says. And does.” 

Zucker has filled PHN and Pittsburgh media with quotable headlines this 
season. 

“I hated the game last year,” Zucker told PHN in November. “It was not 
fun. I didn’t enjoy it.” 

This season, health and quips have followed. 

His big personality has added a boisterous dynamic to the Penguins’ 
room that had been missing, and perhaps it’s made the dreariness of two 
brutal losing streaks a bit more bearable (or shortened them). 

Several times this season, Zucker has provided viral content to PHN as 
we laugh along with his chirps on teammates. He and Bryan Rust have 
formed a comedy team worthy of a road show. 

“I’m not sure what Rusty was doing there. The guy has fought his pillow 
about seven times in his career, and that’s about it. So it was just good to 
see him get that goal,” Zucker deadpanned about Rust scoring a power-
play goal and then almost getting into a fight against the New York 
Rangers on Dec. 20. 

Zucker is showing the skills that Rutherford desperately wanted as part of 
a Penguins revitalization. This season, he’s also showing the type of 
personality of which every team needs a couple.  

He’s a counter to the stale winds that have blown through the Pittsburgh 
Penguins this season. 

His salute to Jaromir Jagr after scoring a goal in the robo-pigeon jersey 
went viral, and Jagr himself returned the salute via Instagram. 

Pittsburgh Penguins, Jason Zucker goal celebration, Jaromir Jagr 

Zucker quickly had a custom hat made to “honor” Brian Dumoulin early in 
the season (but denied making it, despite having an apparel line and 
being the only one with the hat. Rust wasn’t buying it, either, “You own a 
clothing company!” Rust yelled over). 

Sunday night, he poked Jake Guentzel for paying off the goalie because 
Guentzel’s second goal was a massive blunder by Coyotes goalie Karel 
Vejmelka, who set up for the save — but lost his bearings and was 
beside the net. 

“I think Jake paid (the goalie), paid him off for that one,” said Zucker, 
although not even he could suppress his smile afterward. 

If you think the stuff he says to the cameras and our mics is funny, you 
should hear the stuff he lobs at the boys when we’re not recording. 

“He’s one of the more vocal guys on our team. He engages a lot with that 
game away from the game, so to speak, with some of the talk that goes 
on between our opponents and our team on the ice,” coach Mike Sullivan 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 10, 2023 

 

said Dec. 21. “You know, Zuck, he’s pretty good at that. Sometimes he 
has the ability to drag us into the fight.” 

Who knows what Zucker said when he drove St. Louis Blues goalie 
Jordan Binnginton to near-insanity during the Penguins’ Dec. 3 win. 

After being pulled, Binnington charged toward the Penguins’ bench. The 
target of his ire was Jason Zucker — who gave the “Who, me?” palms-up 
look. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Jason Zucker, Jordan Binnington 

He and Rust completely hijacked a video when the Pittsburgh Penguins 
brought child reporters into the room (let’s be honest, Pittsburgh media 
are basically children, too). 

And it’s rubbing off on Rust, too. 

When PHN asked Rust Saturday what the power play needed to do 
better, he shot back, “We want to score more goals.” 

Yep, thanks for that one. 
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Molinari: Want to Revive Power Play? Try Changing Personnel 

 

Dave Molinari5-6 minutes 09/01/2023 

 

Mike Sullivan’s loyalty to the most-tenured members of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins — and some of their long-serving teammates — is 
understandable. 

Probably even commendable. 

After all, he’s won Stanley Cups with the likes of Sidney Crosby, Evgeni 
Malkin, Kris Letang, Jake Guentzel, Bryan Rust and Brian Dumoulin, and 
they continue to make up much of the foundation of his team, 

They’ve earned the benefit of the doubt from Sullivan and his staff, and 
that presumably is why blunders that might get a teammate stapled to the 
far end of the bench rarely seem to cost one of them a second of ice 
time. 

But the guys routinely deployed on the power play — specifically, the No. 
1 unit — just might have exhausted their rights to that duty. 

For while there are plenty of reasons the Penguins are stranded in fifth 
place in the Metropolitan Division and on the outer edge of the Eastern 
Conference playoff field, one of the most obvious is their wildly 
underachieving power play. 

It is tied for 18th place in the NHL rankings with a conversion rate of 20.6 
percent. That would seem comically low for a group with so much talent, 
if it weren’t so costly. 

Fourteen of the Penguins’ first 39 games have been decided by one goal 
(not counting those in which one of the clubs scored an empty-netter), 
and they have won precisely five of those. 

And the effectiveness of their power play was a major factor in 
determining how most of those played out. 

They were 6-for-18 with the extra man in their five victories, 5-for-28 in 
the ones they lost, whether in regulation or overtime/shootout. 

They failed to get a power-play goal in five of their nine defeats, and 
scored two in just one of them. Ironically, that pair came in their 5-4 loss 
to Detroit Dec. 28, when the Penguins squandered a 4-0 lead in what 
became their most gut-wrenching defeat so far this season. 

Power plays — even the best ones — are notoriously cyclical, and after 
sputtering through much of October and November, the Pittsburgh 
Penguins scored at least one man-advantage goal in each of their first 10 
games last month. 

It was not realistic to expect them to sustain that pace — remember, it’s 
not a cycle if there’s not a downturn — but it’s unlikely that anyone 
foresaw their power play scoring in just one of the six games that 
followed that surge. 

That includes their current 0-for-21 slump during the past four games, 
three of which were losses. 

Being without either of their top right-shot point men, Letang and Jeff 
Petry, obviously didn’t help, but their absences don’t fully explain why the 
Penguins’ power play often has looked like a basketball team trying to set 
up a three-point shot, with endless passing around the perimeter. 

It is an article of faith in hockey that getting people and pucks to the net is 
critical to scoring when a team is up a man, and the Penguins haven’t 
done much of either during the past four games. 

In those 21 failed power plays, which spanned a total of 38 minutes and 
four seconds (and included more than a half-minute of 5-on-3 play), they 
generated just 27 shots on goal. 

One of the game’s most popular adages is that you don’t score on 100 
percent of the shots that you don’t take. 

Obviously, throwing pucks haphazardly at the net is unlikely to be 
productive. It’s important to have a reasonably clear shooting lane, but 
with an extra man, establishing one is a reasonable objective. 

And even if the initial shot is stopped, chaos often follows. There can be 
rebounds and deflections, or the puck caroming off skates. None of that 
is an issue when the club with the man-advantage is content to passively 
move the puck along the boards and between the points. 

Ty Smith has shown a willingness to shoot during his brief time with the 
Penguins — he’s averaged 3.25 shots in his first four games — but he 
can’t be the only one. 

And if that means replacing an established veteran or two on the top 
power play with a less skilled guy who plays with more of a shooter’s 
mentality, it’s worth a try, at least until the Pittsburgh Penguins can regain 
the rhythm they had during that 10-game run they had last month. 

Would it work? There’s no guarantee. But a reconfigured No. 1 unit 
couldn’t score fewer goals in 21 tries than the current group has during 
the past four games. (And it probably wouldn’t give up as many 
shorthanded chances.) 

Sure, personnel changes — even temporary ones — might cause some 
hard feelings, bruise some egos. 

But a coach’s primary loyalty has to be to his team, regardless of the 
bonds he might have with individual players. 
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Penguins Wrap: Suffering, Struggling & Ending the Slump 

 

Dave Molinari4-5 minutes 09/01/2023 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins started the new year the same way they ended 
the old one. 

By losing hockey games. 

They lost outdoors, at the Winter Classic in Fenway Park. 
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They lost indoors, at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas. 

And finally, eight days into 2023, they were able to flip the script in 
Arizona and write a happy ending for the first time. 

A look back at an eventful stretch to get January started: 

Sunday (Jan. 1) 

Do you like outdoors games? Do you hate them? No matter how you 
feel, Sidney Crosby is a big reason they’ve become a staple on the NHL 
schedule. 

There’s at least one thing no player on either team seems interested in 
seeing during the Winter Classic between the Penguins and Boston at 
Fenway Park. 

Defenseman Kris Letang, who sat out the Penguins’ 4-2 loss to New 
Jersey Friday because of an unspecified lower-body injury, accompanied 
his teammates to Boston, but did not participate in practice. 

Kasperi Kapanen, a popular target for harsh criticism on social media, 
offered a scathing response to it. 

Monday 

The Penguins play pretty well for most of the outdoors game against 
Boston but not well enough to avoid a 2-1 defeat. 

Dan Kingerski offers a detailed assessment of the breakdowns that made 
the Bruins’ game-winning goal possible. 

Sidney Crosby acknowledges that the Penguins’ inability to hold leads 
has become troubling. 

Coaching a game at Fenway Park was a big deal for Mike Sullivan, a 
lifelong Red Sox fan. 

The Penguins announced that Kris Letang has left the team and joined 
his family in Montreal in the wake of his father’s death. 

Tuesday 

The Penguins recall goalie Dustin Tokarski from Wilkes-Barre, a pretty 
good indication that the injury that forced Tristan Jarry to leave the 
Boston game is significant and place Kris Letang on the non-roster list. 

Have the Pittsburgh Penguins really been on the same page during their 
current 1-4-2 slump? 

Wednesday 

Although the Penguins have one of the NHL’s most menacing offenses, 
members of their top two lines haven’t been scoring at their usual level 
lately. What happened to the vaunted Penguins offense? 

The Penguins’ locker room was uncharacteristically subdued following a 
workout at T-Mobile Arena. 

Mike Sullivan was not impressed with at least some of what he saw from 
his players during the Penguins’ practice. 

Tristan Jarry and Josh Archibald have returned to Pittsburgh to have their 
injuries evaluated. 

Thursday 

The Penguins had a third-period lead in 18 of their first 37 games but 
won only 12 of those. So, what’s the problem? (+) 

Friday 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: Filip Hallander, one of the Penguins’ top forward 
prospects. fell into the boards and was stretched off the ice. Here’s the 
WBS Penguins story. 

With the Pittsburgh Penguins mired in their second skid in two months, 
Dan Kingerski calls for GM Ron Hextall to venture into the NHL trade 
market and shake up his roster. 

Here’s the latest Tim Horton’s commercial featuring Sidney Crosby. 

Saturday 

The Penguins — and all hockey fans — get some encouraging news on 
Filip Hallander. 

What kind of value would specific Pittsburgh Penguins players have on 
the NHL trade market? 

Some players who have been struggling offensively took an interesting 
approach to trying to change their luck. They debuted their new looks at 
Penguins practice. 

Sunday 

It wasn’t always pretty, but the Penguins found a way to escape from 
their 0-4-2 slide through the standings. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ performance was far from perfect, but there 
were some standouts and it was good enough to get them two badly 
needed points. 

The locker-room mood was a lot lighter after the Penguins won for the 
first time in 2023. 

The Penguins are looking for line combinations that will click. The search 
continues, with no end in sight. (+) 
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NHL coaching hot seat: Which of these 14 coaches should worry? Who’s 
safe? 

 

Sean Gentille10-13 minutes 10/01/2023 

 

If you’re a hardcore empath, congratulations — the 2022-23 NHL season 
has been fruitful. You haven’t yet had to watch a head coach lose his job. 

There’s some reason to believe that’ll stick for the first time since 2017-
18, the last regular season that came and went without a midseason 
firing. In 2021-22, we saw seven midseason and five by this date. In the 
56-game 2021 season, three overall. In 2019-20, eight midseason and 
six by this date. In 2018-19, seven and five. 

So no, this isn’t without precedence — but it’s still weird. Chalk it up to a 
few different things; first of all, new coaches get longer runways, and 
we’ve got plenty of those. Some franchises are less apt, even as 
revenues continue to bounce back, to cut checks for multiple coaches. 
Some are underachieving but have the right guy in place. Others, 
working from the growing shadow of Connor Bedard, are juuuust fine 
with stacking Ls. A handful of teams are actually good. 

Whatever the reason for the lack of action may be, it’s been interesting to 
watch. Will it hold up, though? If it doesn’t — if we see another pair of 
February changes, as we did last year — the names will come from this 
list. 

Don’t bother bringing it up 

Mike Sullivan, Penguins. That’s not to say things are going perfectly in 
Pittsburgh, either. Before a win in Arizona, the Penguins had earned two 
of their last 12 possible points. The bottom six is bad, the defense has a 
Brian Dumoulin problem, the roster is old and cap space is basically non-
existant. Sullivan, though, isn’t going anywhere — and he shouldn’t be. 
Fenway Sports Group, the team’s new-ish ownership group, views him 
as an asset, and he’s signed through 2027. In other words, the more 
reactionary factions of the Penguins’ fan base should find better ways to 
spend their time. 
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Craig Berube, Blues. His situation — with a Stanley Cup on his resume 
and a playoff push/flawed roster/streaky season at hand — isn’t 
dissimilar to Sullivan’s. At points this season (during either of the Blues’ 
major lulls, say) it’d be fair to look from the outside and wonder. At the 
moment, though, the players are responding to Berube and staying afloat 
without Ryan O’Reilly, Vladimir Tarasenko and Torey Krug, getting recent 
road wins over Toronto, New Jersey and Minnesota. 

Back from the brink 

Dave Hakstol, Kraken. It’s amazing what some added pop at the top of 
the lineup (Andrei Burakovsky, Matty Beniers) and intermittently 
competent goaltending (Martin Jones going 4-0-0 and .921 save 
percentage in January) can do. Hakstol was at the top of every 
preseason “first coach fired” board, including The Athletic’s. Year 2 in 
Seattle has been an undeniable step forward, though, with the Kraken 
holding down third place in the Pacific Division with games in hand on 
both Edmonton and Calgary. Now, if their actual goals percentage of 
59.4 (second in the NHL) dips a little closer to their expected (51.47), the 
standings could get interesting — but Hakstol is safe. 

D.J. Smith, Senators. For a stretch in November, Smith seemed to be in 
trouble. Since American Thanksgiving, though the Sens have gone 12-6-
2, outscored opponents in all situations 62-56 and, recent 8-4 trainwreck 
against Seattle aside, trended upward in their five-on-five-play (51.28 
expected goals percentage, 15th in the league). Brady Tkachuk, Tim 
Stützle, Drake Batherson and Alex DeBrincat are all at or near a point 
per game, with Stützle looking particularly outstanding of late. They’re a 
few points out of fourth place in the Atlantic Division. What more could 
anyone realistically expect? Pierre Dorion has put his weight behind 
Smith on multiple occasions. Money — if Artem Zub’s 18.4 million 
extension is any indication — isn’t an issue. Smith certainly seems like 
the guy. 

Gerard Gallant, Rangers. After Ottawa began to right the ship, the “he’s 
first” speculation centered on Gallant. On Dec. 4, the Rangers were 11-
10-5, fifth in the Metropolitan Division and 10th in the Eastern 
Conference. Since then, they’ve banked 24 of 30 points and taken solid 
control of the first wild-card spot. Moving up in the Metro is certainly in 
play, as well, especially if Igor Shesterkin tosses up another .927 month, 
as he did in December. Now, are things perfect at the Garden? Nope. 
Gallant bears some amount of blame for the ongoing Alexis Lafrenière 
mess, and his lineup decisions can be confusing, but playoff teams don’t 
change coaches mid-stream … though with James Dolan, anything is 
possible. 

Peter Laviolette, Capitals. On Dec. 3, the Caps had gone 6-9-4 in their 
previous 19 games. Given Laviolette’s lack of a contract beyond this 
season, and the overall sense that Washington is trying to make the most 
of Alex Ovechkin’s remaining years, it was fair to wonder. Now, though, 
the Caps are back in playoff position, Tom Wilson and Nicklas Backstrom 
are returning to the lineup and Laviolette’s team is on a 13-2-2 roll. 

Safe jobs, terrible teams 

Andre Tourigny, Coyotes. Bad as the Coyotes are, they should be worse. 
On balance, Karel Vejmelka is the main reason for that, but he’s shown 
signs of wear since the start of December. In his last 15 starts, while 
facing an average 33 shots per game, Vejmelka has gone 5-8-2 with an 
.889 save percentage. In his last four starts, Vejmelka is at .857 and 0-4-
0. That all puts Arizona at 29th in the league … and falling. They’re not 
out of the Connor Bedard sweepstakes just yet. Regardless, there’s no 
reason for them to move on from Tourigny midseason. His record of 
success with young players should give him another crack at the job, and 
he’s also lost his share of games. If you’re in the Coyotes’ front office, 
what’s not to like about that? 

Luke Richardson, Blackhawks. It’d be a miscarriage of justice to move on 
from Richardson now or in the offseason. Chicago’s roster is almost 
unfathomably bad; that was true in October, and it’s true now. The fact 
that anyone on the roster wants to come to work each day is a testament 
to the coach. 

John Tortorella, Flyers. No point in spending much time on this one. 
Financially, it wouldn’t make sense — Philly’s ownership is already 
paying Alain Vigneault through next season. It doesn’t make practical 
sense, either. The fanbase likes him, which might be reason enough — 
really, what else is there to like about the organization in its current form? 
He’s also, for better or worse, stopped the wheels from coming off; the 
Flyers are 6-4-0 in their last 10. Comcast Spectacor has major problems, 
and Tortorella isn’t one of them. 

Brad Larsen, Blue Jackets. One look at Columbus’ injury list this season 
should take Larsen out of consideration. Now, have the results been 
horrific? Yes. Should Columbus be OK with punting on a year of prime 
Johnny Gaudreau? No. We’ll see whether Larsen fits the bill for the Blue 
Jackets moving forward, but this season, more than anything else, he’s 
been the victim of unrealistic expectations and horrendous injury luck. No 
sense in punishing him midseason, especially as the Blue Jackets 
continue increasing their Bedard odds. They started Monday with the 
second-worst points percentage in the league. 

If it weren’t Year 1 … 

Paul Maurice, Panthers. Their regression has been equal parts 
disappointing and predictable. Florida’s five-on-five numbers are decent, 
and Matthew Tkachuk has been great, but this season has felt like a 
series of square pegs getting forced into round holes. You can’t play 
postseason hockey if you miss the postseason. It’s still early enough, 
though, and moving on — even after one full season — would cost the 
Panthers nearly $8 million. Maurice will stick around in the name of 
patience. 

Check back later 

John Hynes, Predators. This one is interesting. The Predators started 
Monday three points out of the wild card but with a better points 
percentage than the Oilers, who actually hold the second spot. That’s the 
good news. David Poile, for the last few years, has shown an aversion to 
both rebuilding and meaningfully changing his roster. Everything about 
their roster screams “win now” — of their top eight scorers, Filip Forsberg 
is the youngest. He’s 28 years old. And that gets us into the bad news; 
Nashville is locked into this group, which has won three of 14 playoff 
games under Hynes. The question is whether Poile thinks he’s got the 
right guy for the stretch run, or whether he realizes that there aren’t a ton 
of other buttons left to push. Hynes’ team, in all situations this season, is 
22nd in actual goals percentage and 25th in expected goals. 

Danger zone 

Dallas Eakins, Ducks. If nothing else, Eakins remains a good quote. 

Enjoyed chatting with Anaheim coach Dallas Eakins pregame. Asked him 
the secret to stopping Marchand-Bergeron-Pastrnak. 

The main strikes against Eakins haven’t changed. He’s in the last year of 
his deal, his current boss — Pat Verbeek — isn’t the guy who hired him, 
and the results have been abysmal. Anaheim is 89-125-36 under Eakins 
overall and 12-25-4 this season. They’ve somehow only won four games 
in regulation. They’re 32nd in goals per game, 31st in goals against per 
game, 32nd in actual goals percentage and 32nd in expected goals 
percentage. It’s fair to wonder what kind of long-term effect that sort of 
losing will have on Trevor Zegras, Troy Terry, Jamie Drysdale and 
Mason McTavish. (McTavish, to his and Eakins’ credit, has turned it on, 
as of late). 

At some point, a change is going to be necessary. The Bedard calculus 
looms large here, though — as does Anaheim’s cost-benefit analysis of 
paying two coaches at once, even if it’s only for half a season. Still, it’s 
rare to see coaches finish out schedules with so much going against 
them. 

Bruce Boudreau, Canucks. What’s left to say about the Canucks’ season 
that they haven’t said themselves? Jim Rutherford has taken some time 
off from publicly slagging his coach while simultaneously refusing to fire 
him, but Boudreau has picked up the slack. 
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“As soon as something bad happens, the adversity, we cannot handle,” 
Boudreau said after a 6-2 loss to the Islanders on Jan. 3. “And then that’s 
it.” In the week since, they’ve had the dreaded “team meeting,” a win 
over the Avs and, of course, a 7-4 loss to Winnipeg that featured a Kyle 
Connor hat trick. Go back, if you can, and try to remember the five most 
ridiculous things to come out of Vancouver this season. Save space for 
this one, though. It’s barely been a week. 

JT Miller: "I'd like to say my lack of production is a compliment to me not 
cheating the game and playing the right way." 

— Taj (@taj1944) January 2, 2023 

So why is Boudreau is still around? “Money” would seem to be the 
obvious answer, on both ends of the equation. If the ol’ in-season 
departure hasn’t gone down yet, maybe it won’t at all. It should, though; 
they’re making the rest of us uncomfortable. 
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NHL awards WATCH: Connor McDavid, Adam Fox and Matty Beniers 
lead the way at the halfway point 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn17-22 minutes 10/01/2023 

 

Throughout the season I’ll be breaking down the numbers behind the 
race for each major player award: the Hart, the Norris, the Calder, the 
Selke, the Vezina, the Art Ross and the Rocket Richard. Numbers of 
course aren’t everything, but they add much-needed context to the 
awards race and can help shine a light on players deserving of more 
recognition while adding caveats to other players that may have some 
warts. This post will present the top 10 for each category based on a set 
criteria of guidelines. There is plenty of room for discussion and debate 
within (and outside) those guidelines. 

We’re halfway through the season and that means a brand new awards 
watch. Some things have changed, but a lot has stayed the same. 
There’s still one more half of the season remaining for the races to get 
really wacky, but for now, it seems like players are settling into where 
they should be. Awards aren’t won in January, but this is where 
narratives really start to build for each trophy race. 

This year’s crop remains a fascinating one as there are a lot of worthy 
candidates across the board. Sure, some awards have a runaway leader, 
but that doesn’t mean the race behind them can’t be intriguing.  

After 41 games or so, here is how the awards race currently shakes out 
based on my interpretation of each player’s numbers so far. 

Data as of January 9. 

Hart Trophy 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his team.  

Criteria: Skaters ranked by Game Score Value Added, adjusted by 
position. 

It is Connor McDavid’s world, we just live in it. Last time around McDavid 
was in seventh with a lot of caveats surrounding that ranking and why it 
was likely to change. Here we are one month later and McDavid is 
rightfully on top — as he should have always been.  

Right now, McDavid is the only answer for the Hart Trophy. There is a 
bar for point production where it becomes so stupidly high that nothing 
else should matter. McDavid is on track to clear that bar with ease.  

Is his five-on-five play still lagging his usual standards where he’s only 
barely outscoring opponents? Yes. Is he 50th in points-per-60 at five-on-

five? Yes. Is he earning most of his cookies on the power play? Yes. 
Who cares. He’s on pace for 152 points, 36 points more than the next-
best guy who doesn’t play with him. Nothing else matters. 

With half a season left it’s likely that most of those nitpicking areas 
against McDavid’s value will be fixed by season’s end. He’ll likely cool off 
on the power play, but make up ground at even strength which should 
boost his point efficiency to his usual lofty standard. That will help the 
Oilers outscore teams a bit more at five-on-five with him on the ice. While 
it’s astonishing the margin is only 31-29 considering his production, that’s 
hardly his fault, especially considering most of the problem is how the 
team is finishing their chances with him on the ice. McDavid’s 
teammates, who get to play with the best playmaker on earth, have 
scored just 16 goals off 29 expected goals at five-on-five. That’s either 
horrifically unlucky or unacceptably bad — but neither speaks to 
McDavid’s performance. 

McDavid is the best player in the world and should run away with the 
Hart Trophy this season. It’s nice to see GSVA catch up to that. With that 
being said, there’s a reason these models exist and that’s to put 
everything a player does into one context. It’s not perfect, but it creates 
apples-to-apples comparisons where it’s easier to judge someone who 
provides all their value from putting up points compared to someone who 
drives play well. A pure offensive force compared to a shutdown center. 

There’s a reason GSVA doesn’t believe McDavid is running away with 
MVP honors quite yet and that’s because there are a number of players 
who do have better results at five-on-five. Of the eight forwards listed, 
McDavid has the lowest points-per-60 and lowest goals percentage at 
five-on-five. 

Jack Hughes is right at the top of that list and right now should be 
considered the best contender to “runner-up to McDavid.” Hughes is 
eighth in scoring, but leads the league in penalty differential at plus-19 
and is creating a massive impact at both ends of the ice. He is the 
primary reason for New Jersey’s success this season posting 64 percent 
of the expected goals (no other MVP contender is above 60 percent) and 
63 percent of the actual goals. He is the only forward in the league that 
ranks top 10 in both offensive and defensive plus-minus. 

Jason Robertson isn’t far behind on that front and his higher rate of 
production might make him a sexier choice. The same goes for David 
Pastrnak who is scoring a boatload of goals on the NHL’s best team 
while being responsible in his own end. Add the most complete 
defensemen in the league (Adam Fox), the most explosive offensive 
performance from a defender in ages (Erik Karlsson), two Florida-based 
superstars (Matthew Tkachuk, Nikita Kucherov) plus a Goliath-sized 
human highlight reel (Tage Thompson) and the Hart field is stacked with 
a lot of worthy candidates at the top. 

What’s funny is that the most peculiar name on the list is last year’s 
winner, Auston Matthews. He’s had noticeably less pop in his game this 
year, is scoring much less — and yet still finds himself on a 5.2-win pace. 
If that’s an off year, that’s damn good.  

What made his case so strong then was not just his goal-scoring, but 
how complete his game is. That remains intact this year with 58 percent 
of the expected goals and 67 percent of the actual goals this season. The 
latter number is second to only Robertson on this list. Toronto is partially 
where it is in the standings because of the strong, subtle play of 
Matthews this season. 

However, it is still surprising Matthews ranks sixth by GSVA as he is very 
obviously lacking the oomph he had last year. To his credit, he has been 
incredibly consistent with almost no nights off, always making some 
impact with just three negative Game Scores all season (for context 
McDavid has seven). But he’s had noticeably fewer games where he’s 
completely taken over single-handedly like McDavid, Hughes and 
Thompson. Matthews may be having an underrated season, but it’s hard 
to realistically put him as high in the Hart Trophy race as the model 
suggests until he starts really dominating games again. 

Norris Trophy 
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Given to the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the season the 
greatest all-round ability in the position. 

Criteria: Defensemen that play top pairing minutes ranked by Game 
Score Value Added. 

The Norris Trophy is often one of the most contentious awards races 
each season and this season is looking like it will be no different. With 
the Norris Trophy, it always depends on what a person values most with 
defensemen. 

The shiniest name on the list is Erik Karlsson who is posting 
unprecedented numbers for a defenseman with 54 points in 41 games, a 
staggering 108-point pace that ranks seventh in the league. He’s not 
doing that on a high-flying offensive team either. He’s doing it on the 
Sharks where he essentially is the team’s entire offense. The Sharks’ 
goal difference per 60 with Karlsson on the ice relative to teammates is 
1.0 better and that’s entirely due to his offensive ability. Of the top Norris 
contenders, no one is generating as many goals at Karlsson’s 3.91 per 
60 and he leads the field with the highest relative goal differential per 60 
(though he has the second-lowest relative expected goal differential). 
The issue is that all of his impact is on offense and Karlsson does give 
back a lot the other way. He’s the only defender here allowing over three 
goals against per 60 and his defense is the main thing holding back his 
GSVA. Karlsson still ranks third because he is a huge net positive on 
offense, but there’s more to a defender’s game than scoring. 

If there’s a foil to Karlsson’s dynamic offense, it’s Hampus Lindholm’s 
shutdown defense. No defender this year provides a larger defensive 
impact than Lindholm and very few perform as well the other way too. 
Lindholm has been a massive success story for the high-flying Bruins 
and has been their best defenseman this season. Lindholm has posted a 
61 percent expected goals rate at five-on-five which leads all 
defensemen and 68 percent of the actual goals which ranks fourth. His 
point totals obviously aren’t as shimmery as the rest of the field, but 
they’re strong enough to warrant some real Norris hype.  

If offense is your style, it’s Karlsson. If it’s defense, consider Lindholm. 
For me, the Norris should go to a defenseman that is the most complete 
package and that’s still Adam Fox. He’s not quite at Karlsson’s offensive 
level, but he’s still playing at a point-per-game pace. He’s not quite at 
Lindholm’s five-on-five impact, but he’s earning 58 percent of the 
expected goals and 64 percent of the actual goals. Relative to 
teammates, his expected goal impact leads the Norris field here while his 
relative goal impact is second to Karlsson’s. Fox won the Norris Trophy 
two seasons ago and he’s playing even better hockey this season. He 
should be the frontrunner with the most balanced statistical profile and 
the most complete game. 

That’s the current top three, but there are some other strong names on 
the list. Last year’s winner, Cale Makar, isn’t quite matching last year’s 
output, but he’s still having an excellent year at both ends of the ice and 
logging a ton of minutes. Rasmus Dahlin is continuing his breakout 
season with the Sabres and is a strong choice. The same goes for Josh 
Morrissey, who has unlocked his offensive game this season. Dougie 
Hamilton has regained his Carolina form too after a trying first year with 
New Jersey and he deserves some recognition too.  

Selke Trophy 

Given to the forward who best excels in the defensive aspects of the 
game. 

Criteria: Forwards who play over 16 minutes per game, receive 15 
percent of their team’s short-handed minutes and face above-average 
forward competition, ranked by their ability to suppress expected and 
actual goals. 

Perhaps the biggest shock in this edition of awards watch is seeing 
Patrice Bergeron audaciously unseated from his rightful perch atop the 
Selke Trophy leaderboard. 

As always with the Selke, it comes down to what criteria is used and 
applying context properly. If we go strictly by each player’s defensive 

plus-minus, Bergeron comes in a shade behind Mikael Backlund at the 
moment — a small enough shade that we’re splitting hairs. Bergeron’s 
expected goals-against rate (1.79) and actual goals-against rate (1.13) is 
lower than Backlund’s (1.9 expected, 1.62 actual), but relative to 
teammates the edge belongs to Backlund. Calgary is 0.45 expected 
goals better and 0.8 actual goals better defensively with Backlund on the 
ice while Bergeron is at 0.3 and 0.49 respectively. It’s always important to 
combine every facet of the defensive equation and in doing so, Backlund 
comes out ahead. Barely. 

But that’s not done in a vacuum either. Context matters and there’s a 
large chasm between how Bergeron is used and how Backlund is used. 
Bergeron is on a high-powered line, but he faces the absolute toughest 
assignments relative to teammates in the league. Backlund is much 
closer to average, seeing lesser comp than both Elias Lindholm and 
Nazem Kadri. It’s not enough to disqualify Backlund who should be in the 
running, but if we’re splitting hairs it’s clear Bergeron’s defensive results 
are more impressive. The tougher zone starts are a factor too. Combine 
that with the fact that most people vote for the Selke as a “two-way 
forward” award rather than its actual definition and the Selke once again 
becomes Bergeron’s to lose. 

After those two there is a strong list of candidates with intriguing 
arguments.  

Annual stalwarts Jordan Staal, Mark Stone, Joel Eriksson Ek and Phillip 
Danault remain in the conversation and they each have good reason for 
a nomination. Staal in particular hasn’t been nominated in over a decade 
and it would be nice to see him get some recognition for his yearly 
defensive excellence. He’s a vital cog in the Carolina defensive machine 
allowing just 1.82 expected goals against per 60 this year — a career-
best. 

As for some newcomers to the Selke conversation, Nico Hischier looked 
stronger during the last awards watch when the Devils were on top of the 
world, but the team as a whole has since crashed back down to earth. 
He’s still a Selke contender, but his stock there has fallen. Mitch Marner 
has received some fanfare this year for his all-around play and should 
get some well-deserved love for his all-around game. J.T. Compher is a 
bit of a surprise, stepping up big-time in the wake of Colorado’s injury 
troubles. 

Calder Trophy 

Given to the player selected as the most proficient in his first year of 
competition in the NHL. 

Criteria: Rookie skaters ranked by Game Score Value Added, adjusted 
by position. 

This award has had Matty Beniers’ name written on it all season and that 
hasn’t changed over the last month or so. He’s on pace for 65 points 
while employing an exemplary defensive game for any forward, let alone 
someone in his first season. Beniers has a 0.5-win lead on the next-best 
skater and is on pace to be worth 2.8 wins. That’s borderline elite. 

Among all skaters, Beniers lands in the 90th percentile for GSVA. Stuart 
Skinner, who ranks seventh in the league in goals saved above 
expected, is in the 87th percentile among goalies. Comparing skaters 
and goalies is tricky, but percentiles help show how much value the two 
deliver relative to their positions. This is a much closer race than it was 
the last time around.  

The narrative of Skinner stealing the starting job and saving Edmonton’s 
season from catastrophe will be hard to ignore here, though Beniers 
leading the Kraken to the postseason after their inaugural season 
disaster is just as tantalizing a story. 

Pyotr Kochetkov is next in line behind those two (in the 78th percentile 
among goalies), stepping in admirably for the injured Frederik Andersen. 
He looks like the real deal for Carolina, but it’s important to remember 
that public models have a tendency to underrate the Hurricanes’ 
defensive ability. Kochetkov is 11th in goals saved above expected, but 
it’s difficult to believe he has the 13th toughest shooting environment. 
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After that trio, the field is mostly comparatively weak — especially up 
front. There are some intriguing defenders who can make a run given 
their potential. 

Owen Power has the best shot to dethrone someone in the top three as a 
minute-munching defender for a team on the rise. His production doesn’t 
exactly leap off the page, but his offensive impact is great and he plays 
nearly 24 minutes per game. He’s playing at a top pair rate, noticeably 
more impactful than Jake Sanderson who has slowed down a bit over the 
last month. Pierre-Olivier Joseph is the other defenseman on the board 
and while he shows up higher than both Power and Sanderson, that 
should be taken with a grain of salt given his soft usage. 

Vezina Trophy 

Given to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at this position. 

Criteria: Goaltenders that have played half of their team’s games or more 
ranked by goals saved above expected courtesy of Evolving Hockey. 

The Vezina Trophy should be Ilya Sorokin’s to lose with the way he’s 
carried a relatively weak Islanders team into the playoff race this season, 
but it feels like it may be difficult for some to ignore Linus Ullmark’s 
sparkling traditional stats. A 22-1-1 record at the moment is quite the 
argument for old-school folks as is his .938 save percentage. Ullmark has 
been impressive, but there’s a world of difference between playing 
behind a super-team like Boston whose claim to fame is defense, and the 
Islanders who struggle in that regard. Ullmark has the second-highest 
expected save percentage in the league while Sorokin has the eighth-
lowest. 

Sorokin should be the front-runner so far, but it’s not as cut and dry as 
goals saved above expected makes it out to be either. Public expected 
goals numbers aren’t gospel and the argument for Sorokin is predicated 
on being in a significantly tougher environment. While that is likely true 
given each respective team’s defensive ability, we shouldn’t be 100 
percent confident either. It’s close enough that Ullmark has a legitimate 
argument. 

The race itself is much tighter than it was at the start of December when 
Sorokin was six goals saved above expected better than the next-best 
goalie and 10 better than fourth. Now, he has company with Connor 
Hellebuyck, Juuse Saros and Ullmark all right around 20 goals saved. 

It’s a tough group to pick from with all four having very strong cases to 
date and strong cases to continue as some of the best goalies in the 
world. It’ll be interesting to see if Sorokin can pull away or if someone 
really challenges him for the goals saved above expected crown in the 
second half. With goalies being so volatile, it’s also worth watching out 
for two past Vezina Trophy winners in the top 10: Andrei Vasilevskiy and 
Igor Shesterkin. They have the potential to make this race really 
interesting. 

Art Ross Trophy 

Given to the player who leads the NHL in scoring points at the end of the 
regular season. 

Criteria: Skaters ranked by their projected end-of-season point total. 

We don’t need to dedicate too many words here, right? It’s Connor 
McDavid in a landslide. If he plays the full season he’s winning the Art 
Ross easily with a projected 25-point lead over teammate Leon Draisaitl 
and a 36-point lead over the next non-Oiler. Ridiculous. He should hit 
125 points by around game 69, which should still be enough to win. 

Rocket Richard Trophy 

Given to the NHL’s top goal scorer. 

Criteria: Skaters ranked by their projected end-of-season goal total. 

Connor McDavid looks like a man on a mission this year, determined to 
win his first Rocket Richard Trophy. His biggest competition was always 
going to be a superstar sniper from Arizona and right now it’s the guy 
from Arizona that’s projected to win: Tage Thompson. 

McDavid has more goals at the moment, but Thompson has a higher 
goals-per-game rate and has seen his projected goal-scoring output rise 
significantly over the last year as his usage has risen. On a per-minute 
basis, he’s been more efficient than McDavid over the last two years and 
is now playing over 20 minutes per night. That’s enough to marginally 
lead McDavid in projected end-of-season goals. Wouldn’t it be something 
to see two players duel for 60? Watch out for David Pastrnak in that race 
too. 
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NHL99: How Larry Robinson’s Hall of Fame career almost got ended 
early by a horse 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald8-10 minutes 10/01/2023 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

It was during a game in 1987 when Larry Robinson was injured in a 
collision that threatened his career with the Montreal Canadiens. The 
punishing body check was leveled by an opponent who, according to 
newspaper accounts from the time, weighed in at more than 1,000 
pounds. 

It was a horse, and it was apparently unavailable for comment after the 
game, but the damage it caused would ripple across the hockey world 
that summer. Robinson had badly broken his right leg — his tibia, to be 
precise — while playing his second-favorite sport: polo. 

He could have been golfing. He could have been swimming or running or 
playing tennis. But Robinson was smitten with polo, a high-risk, high-
speed sport he has often described as “hockey on horseback.” 

“It’s a thrill unlike anything else,” he said over the phone. 

Now 71, he has been forced off the polo grounds by a wonky back, 
knowing that one wrong twist could immobilize him for a month. He lives 
full-time in Florida and still owns three horses on a small farm at the 
Sarasota Polo Club. 

Every now and again, one of the greatest defensemen in NHL history will 
still climb up onto the horse, and he will head out with a mallet just to feel 
the strike of the ball again. Robinson did not find the sport until later in his 
hockey career, but in his prime, he competed at events across North 
America. 

He did it knowing the risks and knowing that polo had the potential to end 
his other career. On the ice, Robinson built the kind of resume that is 
difficult to describe. At 6-feet-4 and about 220 pounds, he cut an 
imposing figure — a physical manifestation of the modern meme “(mess) 
around and find out” — but he moved just as powerfully on his skates, 
which carried him to six Stanley Cup titles, two Norris Trophies and a 
Conn Smythe Trophy as the most valuable player in the 1978 NHL 
playoffs. 

In retirement, he was swiftly inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame. The 
Canadiens retired his No. 19, and he won the Stanley Cup four more 
times as a coach (three) and as a consultant (one), just for good 
measure. The kid who grew up in a small town outside Ottawa is No. 24 
on The Athletic’s list of the best 100 players of the modern era. 

He would likely be ranked even higher on the list of NHL players who 
also played polo. (Steve Shutt, a long-time teammate in Montreal, was a 
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fellow polo devotee. Others, including Maple Leafs hero Darryl Sittler, 
have dabbled in it for charitable causes.) 

“Everybody thinks of polo and they think of Julia Roberts and ‘Pretty 
Woman’ and all of that stuff,” said Robinson. “It’s not fuddy-duddy like 
that.” 

He grew up on a farm and studied inside a one-room schoolhouse. After 
winning the Stanley Cup as head coach of the New Jersey Devils in 
2000, he took the trophy back to his hometown of Marvelville, Ont., 
where he invited a Jersey cow to eat hay from its silver bowl. 

Years earlier, in a 1979 interview with The Globe and Mail, Robinson 
explained his original goal was to become a veterinarian. “Not a big city 
vet, more a country doctor, like a general practitioner.” 

He knew about animals, but he did not know much about polo until well 
after he joined the Canadiens and decided it was time to move his young 
family farther from the bright lights of the city. 

“It was around the time when all the kids started hanging out at these 
pinball places — with the pinball machines and games and all that,” said 
Robinson. “I said, ‘No, I don’t want my kids involved in that kind of stuff.’” 

The family moved to a smaller town farther west. Robinson bought a 
house — “I’d say three-quarters finished” — and needed space to board 
a quarter horse he purchased. He found a space, Cedardale Farms, and 
the owners asked if he had ever tried polo. 

Robinson laughed: “I’m saying, ‘Polo? Wait a minute, I don’t swim well 
enough to play polo.’” 

That was where it began. 

“It’s just addictive,” said Linda Allard, who has been working with 
Robinson’s horses for the better part of four decades. “It’s a lot of fun, 
and Larry has a particular interest with the horse part of it — taking care 
of the horses, and just the whole farm life.” 

Allard’s family owned Cedardale. She was 14 years old when she started 
caring for Robinson’s horses and remembers what it was like when a star 
of the local hockey team was around town. 

“He did get a little bit of extra attention, obviously,” she said. “Even just to 
go to dinner or something, you’d have to call ahead. Or the movies: 
You’d have to save a section, and as soon as it got dark, they’d walk you 
into the section that they saved for him.” 

Robinson also played in countless polo matches for charity. 

“A lot of people came to polo just to watch Larry, for sure,” said Allard. 
“He’s so gracious. He’s like the farmer next door. He doesn’t act like he’s 
all that. He’s very humble.” 

David Offen is a former professional polo player who became friends with 
Robinson. 

“To make a good polo player, it’s a combination of horsemanship, athletic 
ability and game sense,” said Offen. “Larry was obviously a great athlete, 
with tremendous game sense that translated from hockey to polo. And for 
a guy who didn’t grow up riding, he became quite a good rider.” 

Polo is usually contested between two teams of four riders, who aim to 
strike the ball into the opposing goal. Players do not ride the same horse 
for the whole game, swapping out when the animal gets tired. A game is 
comprised of chukkers, which are like periods in hockey. 

“People play golf, and the ball doesn’t move when you golf,” said 
Robinson. “Now, all of the sudden, you’re doing 20 miles-an-hour — 
mind you, the ball’s a lot bigger — and you still have to be able to hit that 
ball, and it’s bouncing and moving in different directions. 

“To be at one with the horse, and going out on the field and hitting the 
ball and playing in a game, it’s the greatest feeling ever.” 

Robinson, perhaps not surprisingly, generally played defense. 

“The danger lies in not being in control of your horse,” he said. “You’re 
traveling at speeds of close to 25 miles an hour, and now, all of the 
sudden, you’ve got to stop and turn. Or stop and get out of the way, or 
move over. 

“If you have no control over your horse, then you’ll never be a good polo 
player.” 

On Aug. 9, 1987, he suffered the worst injury of his polo career. 

Robinson said he was riding toward goal as another player came riding 
out. His horse was shoved into the path of the other, and his leg was 
sandwiched in between. “It kind of turned my leg up, and back, and 
around.” 

Something cracked. 

“I figured, ‘Oh, it’s OK, I just banged my knee,’” he said. “I wrapped it with 
a bandage, then put my kneepads back on and I played another two 
chukkers.” 

He underwent surgery at Montreal General Hospital, where two pins 
were inserted into the leg. (In an interview with Le Journal de Montreal, 
Canadiens coach Jean Perron said he was “furious” to hear his big 
defenseman would be sidelined indefinitely: “Larry’s value to the team is 
inestimable.”) 

Robinson was 36 years old that summer. He had already played in 15 
NHL seasons. Speculation began to swirl around Montreal that the injury 
suffered while playing polo would end his hockey career. 

“I went, ‘Oh, you think so, eh?’” said Robinson. “That was all the 
motivation I need. Nobody had to ever tell me that you can’t do 
something. That was the worst thing you could say to me. That’s why I 
worked twice as hard to get back at it.” 

He was back in uniform by Nov. 18. 

Robinson signed as a free agent with the Los Angeles Kings two years 
after his injury, and he enjoyed a measure of success in another 
equestrian pursuit. In February 1990, a six-year-old mare he owned with 
Kings owner Bruce McNall won the Monrovia Handicap at Santa Anita. 

Robinson said he gets down to see his horses as often as he can. His 
competitive days have passed him by — “The body said ‘no’” — but the 
connection to polo remains strong. 

“The only hard part about watching it,” he said, “is you wish you were out 
there playing.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' lack of toughness exposed in disappointing loss to 
Kings 

 

Mark Spector | January 10, 2023, 2:30 AM 5–6 minutes 

 

LOS ANGELES — This was a test, and the Edmonton Oilers didn’t just 
fail it. They were exposed.  

In the first game of the second half of their schedule, against a Kings 
team the Oilers would dearly like to reel in in the Pacific Division 
standings, Edmonton was soft, undisciplined, and gave up four 
powerplay goals in a 6-3 loss.  

In a game that was ruptured by whistle-happy referee Furman South, and 
to a far lesser extent Marc Joannette, the Kings won every battle on 
special teams, outclassing the best powerplay in the NHL while punishing 
one of the worst penalty kills on the circuit (ranked 27th).  
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“The refs got involved. There was a lot of calls both ways,” said Oilers 
head coach Jay Woodcroft. “Our penalty kill could have been a lot 
sharper, and we ended up on the wrong side of the special teams battle. 
I thought that was the difference in the game.” 

On a night where the Kings hosted a clinic in McDavid Management (one 
goal, no assists), and the powerplay was ineffective (0-for-6), well, there 
were no more bullets at Jay Woodcroft’s disposal. Because he simply 
does not have a team that can check its way to a win or penalty kill itself 
out of trouble.  

The Kings scored four times on seven opportunities.  

“It’s a game we want back on the PK,” admitted Derek Ryan. “I liked our 
five-on-five game … had some good looks, good zone time. But the 
penalty kill couldn't get it done.”  

It was a rare night when the Oilers' powerplay ran cold. The best unit in 
the league (31%)  usually feasts on nights like this one. But not this time.  

“That's gonna happen some nights,” Woodcroft said. “Our powerplay has 
operated at the level it has this season. How about the penalty kill step 
up and take care of the other team’s power play? If that would have 
happened, we wouldn't be talking about our lack of production.”  

Let’s face it: Edmonton is a powerplay-reliant team that really has no 
other way to win a game that McDavid, Leon Draisaitl or the powerplay 
doesn’t win for them.  

This is a team that has just two ways to turn the momentum in a hockey 
game: A goal, and a power-play goal.  

They don’t have a fighter, they don’t have energy players and they don’t 
have hitters — even though three unlikely suspects named Zach Hyman, 
Jesse Puljujarvi and Klim Kostin jumped bravely waded into the fray 
Monday.   

If this team doesn’t score — and we’re talking mostly about four or five 
guys here — they can’t change the direction of a hockey game. Even 
though the aforementioned, unlikely trio tried their best on Monday.  

With the score 4-1 for the Kings, Puljujarvi stepped into Viktor Arvidsson 
with a hard hit, and then stood in against Phillip Danault when the Kings 
centre came to his winger’s defence.  

Hyman flattened big Quinton Byfield with a lovely hit and then scrapped 
Sean Durzi later on. And Kostin danced with Brendan Lemieux at the end 
of a long-gone game.  

“Our team showed fight and our team showed fire in a game where 
things didn't go all our way,” Woodcroft said. “I think that's a positive sign. 
We had some good hits on some of their skill players, in a legal fashion. 
On the physicality side of things, we were right there.”  

Someone had to do it, and here we are, with a Finnish skill guy and a 
young Russian newcomer leading the Oilers in fights this season, with 
two apiece. Meanwhile, there are a host of former Western and Ontario 
League players who are simply not physically engaged enough on a 
team that would do well to get its hands dirty more often.  

“It shows that they want to win. That they want to go to war for all the 
guys in the locker room,” Kailer Yamamoto said of the players who were 
on Monday’s fight card.  

You wouldn’t have predicted that Kostin and Puljujarvi would be leading 
this team in fighting majors one game into the season’s second half. Nor 
would you say that’s a good thing.  

“That’s the way the game is going,” Yamamoto said. “It’s getting faster, 
but I think we need a little more grit from our team.”  

This team isn’t hard enough, isn’t tough enough, and its third and fourth 
lines have so little definition they are really just lesser versions of the top 
lines.  

You can be sure of this: There isn’t an opponent in the NHL that fears 
playing against the third or fourth lines of the Oilers.  

No McDavid? No Draisaitl? No problem for the opposition as far as line 
matching goes.  

Shut down McDavid, shut down Draisaitl (no points), and shut down the 
power play.  

That’s how you shut down the Oilers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Pretty unacceptable': Canadiens deservedly booed for 
lackluster effort against Kraken 

 

Eric Engels January 10, 2023, 12:49 AM 5–6 minutes 

 

MONTREAL— The Montreal Canadiens were booed off the ice on 
Monday. 

They were booed off the ice after just one period. They were booed off 
the ice after falling down 3-0 and down 19-6 on the shot clock after 20 
minutes. 

Their fans were down on them in a way they hadn’t been through the first 
40 games of the season. 

Consider that this reaction didn’t come directly after the Canadiens 
returned from their most recent road trip with just one win collected in 
seven games and lost 4-1 in a hard-fought game to the New York 
Rangers to open 2023 at the Bell Centre, because the problem that night 
(last Thursday) wasn’t the same as the one on this night. Also, consider 
that this happened after the Canadiens finally appeared more engaged in 
every department than they had in a month to capture what they felt was 
a momentum-swinging win against the St. Louis Blues on Saturday 
because that made the way they came out on Monday that much harder 
to swallow. 

The crowd’s reaction to the Canadiens looking as disengaged as they 
possibly could be through the first 20 minutes was appropriate. The fans, 
who are in large part completely understanding that this team is in a 
rebuild means it’s expected to lose much more than it wins, booed 
because all they ask for in return for their money is effort and the 
Canadiens weren’t close to delivering their best one. 

After the game, Canadiens Martin St. Louis was asked if he felt at all 
consoled by better efforts from his team in the second and third periods 
of this 4-0 loss to the Seattle Kraken, and he responded, “The second 
and third really mean nothing when you have a first like that.” 

It was a first that saw the Canadiens allow two of three goals by 
completely missing assignments and leaving players wide open in 
premium scoring positions. It was a first that had them fail to collect three 
shots on net before the Kraken scored their third goal in the 15th minute 
of play. It was a first that came just 48 hours after finally executing 
properly in the defensive zone in a win and just 24 hours after a rare 
Sunday practice was held to reinforce the importance of continuing to do 
so. 

The fans were perturbed. 

St. Louis was irate. 

“They know I wasn’t happy,” he said after he was asked about what he 
said to his team at first intermission. 

We asked St. Louis how he felt the players should feel. 

“Embarrassed,” he said. 
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At least one of them was. 

Nick Suzuki stood at the corner of Montreal’s dressing room after the 
game and called his team’s performance “pretty unacceptable.” 

Then he took the blame for it, saying, “It kind of started with my line’s first 
shift there. Kind of got hemmed in for almost two minutes, and we know 
we had to have a better start. It started with my line and kind of trickled 
down from there. And down 3-0 after the first isn’t a good spot.” 

He’s a first-year captain in the NHL, still just 22 years old, and he’s going 
through the hardest stretch of his season—goal-less in his last 11 
games, held to just five points over his last 15 and off the scoresheet in 
10 of them—and he knows he can’t be among the many passengers in 
such a lackluster period. 

But Suzuki needs help. 

He hasn’t had much of it on the ice since Sean Monahan went down with 
a foot injury on Dec. 5, and he didn’t get nearly enough of it in the room 
after the entire team put in an embarrassing effort against the Kraken. 

While Suzuki was falling on his sword after the game, Juraj Slafkovsky, 
Arber Xhekaj and Samuel Montembeault were also made available 
because they had all fared decently and were asked by the Canadiens’ 
public relations staff to stick around. 

Jake Evans and Josh Anderson, who were Montreal’s most implicated 
players—especially after the first, when they turned frustration into anger 
and led the charge in making sure the Canadiens responded—were 
requested and would’ve been in there had they not been in the trainer’s 
room receiving treatment. 

But no other players decided to stand with Suzuki and share the blame. 
His linemates weren’t there, other members of the team’s leadership 
group weren’t there, and that was unacceptable too. 

That’s something that needs to change if this team is going to continue to 
evolve both on and off the ice. 

More of the players should take the initiative to stand with their captain 
and respond—and not to appease the media, but to use the media as a 
direct conduit to speak to their fans and show them they’re accountable. 

The Canadiens didn’t do that through their play on Monday, and they got 
what they deserved from fans in attendance. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.10.2023 

1264766 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 20 impactful NHL trade candidates you'll hear about before 
the deadline 

 

Rory Boylen | January 9, 2023, 3:36 PM 17–21 minutes 

 

In just over seven weeks we'll be at the NHL's March 3 trade deadline, 
which means it's rumour season and that breeze you feel — those are 
the trade winds blowing, friend. 

And even though most of the league is capped out and still feeling the 
economic pinch of the pandemic, once we get down to the wire you can 
bank on this trade deadline being a busy one yet again. The million dollar 
question is how many of the biggest rumoured names will actually 
change addresses? 

Today we present 20 players whose names you'll hear about in trade 
rumours over the next seven weeks. We'll update this list as we go and 
situations change, to reflect injuries, news and other developments that 
may change the landscape. 

All salary cap details from CapFriendly. 

From the moment the 30-year-old Klingberg signed a one-year pact with 
rebuilding Anaheim last summer, we knew he'd be hitting a list like this 
during the season. 

Klingberg doesn't fit where the Ducks are at now and since he's eligible 
to become a free agent again in 2023, the most likely outcome here is a 
trade for a pick or prospect. Klingberg is not having close to the kind of 
impact he had in Dallas, where he finished with 47 points last year. In 
Anaheim, Klingberg has just 13 points in 34 games and plays on the 
second PP unit behind Cam Fowler. But there is still surely a suitor out 
there who needs an offensive boost from the back end and will be 
interested in Klingberg. 

A name that has been on the market dating back to last season, 
Chychrun got a late start on 2022-23 due to injury, but his numbers have 
been strong since returning. No Coyote has averaged more even-
strength ice time and when he's been on the ice at 5-on-5, Arizona has 
outscored its opponents 21-15 — the best goals-for percentage on the 
team. 

The asking price is reportedly high, and why not? Chychrun isn't just a 
rental or an underperforming player who needs a change of scenery. 
He's a 24-year-old playing up to his prime and with a bargain of a 
contract that runs another two seasons. And while that could mean the 
Coyotes hold on to him again unless they get the exact haul they're after, 
it's worth noting that Chychrun gets a 10-team no-trade list added to his 
contract this summer. 

A pure offensive blueliner, Gostisbehere leads the Coyotes in average 
power play time per game but has also produced a respectable 15 points 
at even strength — tied for 23rd among all NHL defencemen. 

Gostisbehere is on an expiring contract, so the Coyotes may be able to 
grab a future or two from a contender looking for a boost from the 
secondary defence market. 

There are two big questions with Kane: Does he want to get traded 
anywhere before his contract expires with the Blackhawks, and, what is 
his health status? There has been no indication that the 34-year-old has 
asked to move, and since he has full trade protection his preference is 
paramount. 

But now we have a situation where Kane has missed two games in a row 
with a lower-body injury. 

"There has been a rumour that Pat Kane has been dealing with 
something, some kind of nagging injury for some period of time and at 
some point, he's going to need a clean up," Elliotte Friedman said on 
Monday's 32 Thoughts Podcast. "I don't know what exactly the procedure 
would be so I don't want to go too much farther into this, but the rumour 
is he would potentially need a clean-up." 

There is much more to consider beyond those two factors as well. Kane's 
cap hit is $10.5 million, so the Hawks would have to retain some of that 
for the remainder of the season, but a trade partner may also need a 
third team to get involved. There's also the matter of performance — this 
has not been the type of Patrick Kane season we've become used to, 
where plus-point-per-game production can be assumed. He's slipped a 
little and now there's an injury at play. But the upside of adding a player 
like Kane at the deadline is tantalizing. 

At 34, Toews is no longer at the peak of his powers but comes with 
leadership and Cup-winning experience qualities. He still takes a pile of 
draws and has won 64 per cent of his draws this season. Don't sleep on 
that skill in the playoffs. And, though he won't be setting career highs in 
offensive categories anymore, he is already just one goal shy of what he 
scored all of last season. Most of them have come on the power play — 
he actually leads the Hawks in that regard with seven markers on the 
man advantage. 

But, like Kane, Toews comes with a hefty cap hit and because his upside 
isn't as high as his teammates, it may prove harder to get a trade done 
here. Again the Hawks would have to retain salary for the rest of the 
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season and a third team may have to get involved. And at that point, 
what exactly is Toews worth in trade at this stage? 

And does he even want to be traded? Toews also has full no-trade 
protection and there's been no indication he's asked out yet. 

These are the type of defencemen often in demand at the trade deadline 
and the sort who, if you're not a regular watcher, you might be surprised 
if a first-round pick ends up getting moved for him. 

Gavrikov is a defensive defenceman who logs more shorthanded ice time 
per game than any other Blue Jacket, blocks a pile of shots, isn't afraid of 
being physical and plays a top-pair role. On a contender, he might fit 
better on a second — or even third in some situations — pair role, but 
maintain his PK time. A UFA this summer, Gavrikov isn't the biggest 
name available and won't wow you, but he'll be a nice piece of the pie for 
someone. 

The Oilers have tried everything with Puljujarvi and it just hasn't worked. 
Earlier in the season the player talked about his waning confidence and 
doubt he could hang in North America. The offensive numbers aren't 
there, but depending on who you ask, some believe his underlying 
numbers still indicate a player who may just hit somewhere else. 

And yes, it would stink for the Oilers if they traded the 2016 fourth-overall 
pick just to watch him excel elsewhere, but Edmonton has to worry more 
about the here and now. Puljujarvi just isn't working here and so if the 
pending RFA is traded it likely won't be for a great return. But his 
departure would open up a little cap space to use elsewhere. 

It's a yearly tradition for Dumba to show up on these lists, and yet he's 
survived two expansion drafts and even more trade deadlines as a Wild. 
He may get past this year's as well, but since he'll be a UFA this summer 
the Wild will be hard-pressed to re-sign, they may elect to swap him out 
and get something in return that still helps them for the current season. 

If he were to move, Dumba would be an attractive pick-up. He hits, 
blocks shots, and logs more even-strength ice time than any other 
Minnesota player. It's just that his offensive upside isn't what it once was 
(he doesn't get PP time). 

Big, physical, shot-blocking defensive defencemen like this are in high 
demand come trade deadline season, both because that type of game 
generally translates to the post-season, and because teams generally 
need depth on the blue line for the playoffs. No Canadiens player logs 
more PK time or blocks more shots than Edmundson, who will be linked 
to any team in need of a stay-at-home defender. 

And the beauty here is that he's not just a one-season rental — an 
acquiring team can run it back with Edmundson even next season at a 
reasonable cap hit. 

Ekholm's name popped up two trade deadlines ago when he was a year 
away from free agency and set to come off a bargain of a contract at a 
$3.75 million AAV. But the Preds kept him and later signed Ekholm to an 
extension. This is Year 1 of that new deal, but already he's being talked 
about as a trade candidate again. 

This time his trade candidacy has less to do with a contract situation and 
everything to do with the team situation. The Predators are hanging 
around the playoff picture, but do currently sit on the outside. They 
haven't won a playoff round since 2018 and have a negative goal 
differential so far in 2022-23, so at some point, there needs to be an 
acknowledgement that this core just doesn't have it. 

Ekholm plays an all-situations role for the Predators and locks down the 
second pair. He could play a similar role elsewhere or even become a 
nice complementary add to a top pair. He has term on his contract, which 
will be as attractive to add in-season as it would be difficult coming with a 
$6.25 million AAV in a flat cap world. 

Over a full season, van Riemsdyk is a pretty good bet to score between 
20-25 goals and his pace so far in 2022-23 reflects that once again. JVR 
won't be a game-breaker to add anywhere, but would be a target for a 

very specific team that needs to improve its power play before the 
playoffs. 

It is rare to see a defenceman with the sort of upside and potential 
Provorov has — with term left on his contract — come up in trade talk. 
And the Flyers don't have to make a decision on the player right now, but 
something will have to give on this team. GM Chuck Fletcher has tried 
banking on improvement from a young core, but it just isn't working and 
now they're staring down missing the playoffs three years in a row for the 
first time since the early-1990s. 

There needs to be a real reaction to another failed season, and 
something drastic could get put on the table. 

"There's something going on here," Friedman said on the 32 Thoughts 
Podcast. "I think it could be something as simple as the Flyers just realize 
that everything has to be on the table over the next six to 18 months to 
maybe it's just time with this particular player. I don't think this is anything 
imminent. I think it's something that might develop over a little while, but I 
think you're going to hear his name." 

It wasn't that long ago Provorov was a sophomore scoring 17 goals and 
41 points and being mentioned as someone who could win an award at 
the position in the years to come. The trajectory hasn't been a simple 
incline since then. It's been a bumpy road. But you can be sure there 
would be teams interested in betting on the 25-year-old finding it again in 
a different setting. 

There aren't a lot of avenues for the Sharks to shed salary. The 
rebuilding team could have elected to trade Tomas Hertl last season but 
re-signed him instead. That decision could leave the 26-year-old Meier 
as the odd man out before he becomes UFA-eligible in the summer. 

Meier is having a strong season too, with 23 goals in 41 games, on pace 
to set a new career high. But since the Sharks have more than $34 
million committed to four players on long-term contracts through at least 
2025-26, the rebuilding team may have to lean more into...rebuilding. 

There may be other ways to achieve this (see below) but Meier comes off 
as the easiest route to save future money while recouping some valuable 
assets to move forward with too. 

Bonino has been a crucial piece of the puzzle to a Stanley Cup champion 
in the past and would be a decent depth option to look at even now at 34 
years old. Bonino gets a good amount of PK time and blocks his share of 
shots; just don't count on him to drive a line you need for offence in the 
post-season. 

But, again, these are the type of forwards — veterans, proven winners, 
proficient on the draw — who get moved this time of year. He shouldn't 
cost much to acquire, is on an expiring contract, and adds experienced 
depth to various departments. 

In a reality where the cap hasn't moved much in years, and still may only 
climb a little next season, it's hard to see a trade for Karlsson happening 
in-season. Not only does he have an $11.5 million AAV, but there are still 
four more years remaining on it. It's hard to see salary retention not 
having to be part of such a deal, but would the Sharks want to retain 
millions for four years? 

But while we worry about the cap implications, especially for a player 
who has also had difficulty staying healthy in recent years, we can't 
ignore how good Karlsson has looked this season. He's seventh in 
scoring across the entire league with 54 points in 41 games and leads all 
NHLers with 40 even-strength points. He's driving play. Karlsson is one 
of just four Sharks with a positive on-ice shot and goal differential. 

If someone can make it work, Karlsson could be an absolute game-
changer. But it would have to be a complex deal and one that still comes 
with immense long-term risk. 

At one point the player requested a trade out of town, but that never 
came to fruition due to a combination of injury, and then the team 
suddenly needing his production once Tarasenko returned to form last 
season. Now that he's proven he can contribute again following multiple 
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shoulder surgeries -- Tarasenko has 44 goals in his past 109 regular 
season games and scored six in 12 playoff games last spring -- perhaps 
the Blues can squeeze some value out of the Russian sniper. 

Tarasenko is a pending UFA and with the Blues just hanging on to the 
playoff picture instead of firmly inside it, GM Doug Armstrong could elect 
to make a few changes to help with the way forward. Tarasenko, 
however, is currently out with a hand injury but is expected back in 
February. Perhaps teams will want to see him perform again before 
diving into a trade. 

Perhaps one of the more surprising names to see on this list, Ryan 
O'Reilly was the Conn Smythe winner for the Blues when they traded for 
him and went on to win the Stanley Cup. Now he could be the key piece 
for someone else's run. 

O'Reilly is an excellent defensive centreman who can comfortably play 
within a top-six. He's not known for his offence, but historically 
approaches or goes over 20 goals and 60 points more often than not. 
While this season has been more of a struggle than usual for O'Reilly, he 
may be one of the more coveted players out there due to the position he 
plays, the style he plays, and his playoff history. 

Like Tarasenko, though, O'Reilly is currently injured and is expected out 
until sometime in mid-February at least with a broken foot. It's a situation 
to monitor as we get closer to the deadline on March 3. 

It's a head-scratcher how we got here. But here we are. 

It appears the Canucks essentially made a choice last summer, inking 
J.T. Miller to a long-term extension before getting their captain's deal 
done. And now, Miller is the one struggling and taking fans' ire, while 
Horvat keeps trending towards a career year. 

If you didn't think the Canucks were cursed before, here's yet another 
example. 

The Canucks simply cannot let Horvat go past the deadline unsigned and 
risk losing him for nothing to the UFA market. And while there could be 
last-minute negotiations that keep the captain in Vancouver, this does 
appear far more likely to be a one-way track to Splitsville. And besides, 
the Canucks have to start doing something about this wildly inconsistent 
and often uncompetitive team of theirs. 

Five short years ago Boeser arrived in the NHL with 29 goals in 62 
games and it appeared the Canucks had a top-line sniper on their hands. 
But Boeser has not been able to equal those totals since, and now 
carries a $6.65 million AAV. 

The past year or more hasn't been easy on Boeser or his family, so there 
are other factors that could be at play here. We are rooting for the player 
to get back on track, but when you look at the situation in Vancouver — 
an underperforming roster with more than a few bloated contracts — the 
management team really has to figure out its own, new course. 

Boeser is still just 25 and may find better success elsewhere. For 
Vancouver, moving a player like this would be all about future flexibility, 
and less about what the return looks like right now. But that may not be 
easy for some fans to accept. Perhaps this is a deal to be done in the off-
season, but Boeser's is one of many names you'll hear in trade rumours 
coming out of Vancouver. 

When the Canucks signed Kuzmenko as a free agent out of the KHL, 
they were dreaming of getting this kind of performance out of him. The 
player has been fantastic, one of the best stories of the year on the team 
and someone a frustrated fan base can see results from. 

But now the fact is this: Kuzmenko is set up to be an unrestricted free 
agent this summer, so he can take this breakout season and maybe turn 
it into a hefty payday with term. Should that come from the Canucks? 
Can that come from the Canucks? If not, they'll really have no choice but 
to try and trade a player who was one of their best pickups from just last 
off-season. 

It's been that kind of year. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.10.2023 

1264767 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Bedard the prize as NHL draft lottery race takes shape 

 

Travis Yost 
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There were moments during this year’s World Juniors where Team 
Canada, the prohibitive favourites, were pushed to the brink. The 
continued development of international players over the past few 
decades has laid the foundation for parity in men’s international hockey 
we historically aren’t accustomed to, and it can lead to stretches (or full 
games) where Canada looks like the weaker of two sides. 

But Canada still won the gold in Halifax, owing in large part to the play 
of superstar forward Connor Bedard. The 17-year-old entered the 
tournament not only as the consensus best player for the Canadian 
team, but the odds-on favourite to be selected first overall in the 2023 
NHL Draft. And Bedard continues to live up to the hype. If his 64 points in 
28 games with the Regina Pats this season before the tournament was 
the appetizer, his main course was the best scoring performance we 
have observed at the World Juniors in 30 years – nine goals and 14 
assists in seven games, and all of them needed to secure Canadian 
gold.  

Whenever you are knocking on the door of one Peter Forsberg, whose 
31-point performance in 1993 laid the groundwork for his NHL stardom, 
you are a high-profile prospect. That’s why we see a handful of rebuilding 
and underperforming teams across the NHL not exactly disappointed 
their season is over at the halfway mark. 

Bedard brings the type of draft pedigree and hype you rarely see, even 
from first-overall picks. He looks like the type of attacker who can change 
the fate of a franchise the moment it wins the draft lottery. 

And speaking of the draft lottery, we aren’t far away from knowing where 
Bedard will land. If we peek at the lottery standings as of Jan. 9, we see 
very few surprises as to who is at the top of the leaderboard – it’s a 
collection of expectedly bad teams, most of whom also have a 
tremendous amount of cap space to supplement their rosters 
aggressively should they land Bedard: 

The NHL has changed the lottery odds a few times over now, but the 
recent rendition still creates great incentive for teams to finish dead last 
in a year with a premier target at the top of the draft board. The Chicago 
Blackhawks, who currently hold the top spot in the draft lottery, have a 
better than one-in-four chance of landing Bedard and are guaranteed to 
pick inside of the top three. That’s tremendously valuable for a rebuilding 
team like the Blackhawks. 

Also of note is the likelihood of Bedard ending up with a Canadian 
franchise, which right now is about 22 per cent. I’m not sure what the pre-
season odds would have been for that scenario, but disappointing 
seasons in both Vancouver and Ottawa have greatly enhanced those 
odds. We knew Montreal was going to be vying for this pick to start the 
year, but the Florida Panthers being so poor this season – a season in 
which Montreal owns their first-round pick by way of the Ben Chiarot 
trade – has also helped. 

How would I handicap the race for seeding the rest of the way? It’s an 
interesting question that requires us to consider both the points banked 
(or not banked) through the first half of the year and how these teams will 
fare over the next three months.             

There is a sizable standings gap between the bottom three teams 
(Chicago is on pace for 47 points; Columbus for 56 points; Anaheim for 
57 points) versus the rest of the lottery contenders. Not only have these 
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franchises put serious daylight in terms of standings points between them 
and the field, but their underlying numbers are also hideous. 

Whereas teams like the Florida Panthers (-4) and Ottawa Senators (-4) 
aren’t as bad by goal differential as their win-loss record would indicate, 
the opposite is true for these laggards, who carry decisively negative 
margin of victories. Margin of victory is a better lead indicator of future 
outcome than binary team records. If you follow that, you see how much 
ground these teams will have to make up to be as bad as the 
Blackhawks, Blue Jackets and Ducks:  

The one team who seems to have the grimmest underlying numbers 
outside of the big three is the Canadiens, who are seeing their average 
game end with them losing by more than a goal. The problem for 
Montreal could be November. Martin St. Louis’ team played to an 86-
point pace over the first two months of the year, banking a bunch of 
early points. Those early-season upside surprises can be great for team 
building and player development, but in terms of the draft lottery, they are 
murderous. 

But keep an eye on Montreal. Not only do they have Florida’s pick in their 
back pocket, they – much like the three teams they are chasing – are 
likely to dump more rostered players at the trade deadline for futures, 
further depleting talent across their lineup. They’ve also turned in several 
disappointing performances in recent weeks, closing the gap with the 
teams they are chasing to the bottom of the standings: 

It wasn’t long ago the Canadiens were 40 goals better than the Ducks 
and 20 better than the Blue Jackets. Take a quick look at the standings 
now, and you can see how much capitulation we have seen from 
Montreal in recent weeks after a staggering run of multi-goal losses. 

The playoff race is on. But so too is the race for Bedard. Depending on 
which team you cheer for, these races can be equally compelling. Now, 
we wait and see just how much Montreal can plummet in the standings to 
become a credible fourth entry in the draft lottery race.   
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