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Are Hurricanes, Devils back on playoff collision course, 14 years after the last one?

By Luke DeCock 

Fourteen years is too long. 

There was a time, an epoch ago, when the Carolina 
Hurricanes and New Jersey Devils seemed destined to 
collide in the playoffs, year after year after year. Then, the 
Hurricanes faded from relevance and as they returned the 
Devils did the same, and never the twain shall meet. 

But based on the way the Metropolitan Division and Eastern 
Conference are shaking out this season, there are pretty 
good odds that time has come again. 

And based on the way their games have gone this season, 
there are equally good odds that a Canes-Devils series 
would be as much fun as it ever was. Maybe even more. 

Tuesday night was a disaster for the Hurricanes, who led by 
two goals going into the final minute of the second period 
and ended up losing 5-3. But it was an entertaining disaster, 
full of wild momentum swings, a pair of short-handed goals, 
a controversial winner — replays showed Dawson Mercer’s 
breakaway was sprung by a high stick, but the officials 
missed it and it’s not a challengable play outside the 
offensive zone — and an epic collapse by the Hurricanes’ 
third defensive pairing of Jalen Chatfield and Dylan Coghlan. 

Pyotr Kotchetkov was poor as well, and while the rookie 
helped carry the Hurricanes through their winning streak, he 
clearly needs some time in the AHL to recalibrate. Frederik 
Andersen, who has been practicing for more than a month, 
can’t return soon enough — and could as soon as Thursday, 
although the weekend appears more likely. 

Tuesday’s wild loss came on the heels of their last meeting 
with the Devils in Newark nine days ago, in which the 
Hurricanes were up 2-1 and 3-2, fell behind 4-3 late and 
ended up winning in a shootout. That win extended the 
Hurricanes’ winning streak to 11. They have a new streak 
now, 0-3-1 since then. 

Nevertheless, they remain ahead in the Metro at the halfway 
point, and while all of that will remain in flux, enough of the 
conference picture has hardened into place to put these 
teams on a postseason collision course. It appears safe to 
assume at this point that both wild cards will come from the 

Metro, which means the Hurricanes, even if they were to 
somehow catch the Boston Bruins, will start the postseason 
within the division. 

It’s more or less even odds among the Devils, New York 
Rangers, Washington Capitals or the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
because any of those teams could finish anywhere from first 
to fifth, and the New York Islanders still have a chance to 
shove their way into the picture. 

“We know how good everybody is in the division,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Tuesday morning. “The 
standings, I’ve told you before, we don’t really look at it. 
Maybe we’ll start when it gets down to the nitty-gritty. But 20 
games from now everything could be turned upside down 
anyway.” 

It just feels, though, like these teams will meet again, and not 
just in March. There’s a little steam in the kettle, and not just 
because Erik Haula is on the Devils’ roster. Miles Wood, 
born (albeit not raised) in Buffalo, was as surly as a typical 
Sabres fan at PNC on Tuesday, throwing his weight around 
and trying to perform some impromptu dental work on 
Coghlan with his stick. He didn’t draw blood, but there’s a 
little bad blood boiling. 

And given the Devils’ offensive talent — Jack Hughes was 
held without a goal Tuesday, a rarity — and their willingness 
to gamble on the attack, a predilection they share with the 
Hurricanes, these teams tend to default to drama. Should 
they end up playing together in the postseason, there’s every 
reason to expect things to be bonkers in a way they aren’t 
against the Bruins or Rangers. 

They were in 2009, a playoff series between teams with very 
different personalities than they have now. They were in 
2006, when the Hurricanes got into Martin Brodeur’s kitchen 
and cooked a full meal. They were in 2002, when the 
Hurricanes got revenge for 2001, and they were in 2001 
when Scott Stevens knocked out half the Carolina roster in a 
series that, despite the loss, changed the course of the 
Hurricanes franchise forever. 

The Hurricanes and Devils might have more than one game 
left in them this season. Let’s hope so. 
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Hurricanes stumble, blow two-goal lead against division foe New Jersey in 5-3 loss 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes reached the halfway point in their 
season Tuesday. 

The Canes also reached it with a 5-3 loss to the New Jersey 
Devils in a Metropolitan Division game at PNC Arena that 
extended Carolina’s winless streak to four games. 

It was a game in which the Canes (25-9-7) got another goal 
from Max Pacioretty — his third in three games — and two 
shorthanded goals, from Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Sebastian 
Aho. Often, that would be enough to win. 

But the Devils (26-12-3) scored twice in 18 seconds late in 
the second period to tie the score, then surged ahead at 8:53 
of the third as forward Dawson Mercer scored his second 
goal of the game. Nico Hischier was awarded an empty-net 
goal in the final minute after a penalty against Jordan Staal. 

Goaltender Vitek Vanecek took it from there, earning his 16th 
win of the season with 25 saves. Canes goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov took the loss, his third in a row, and allowed some 
leaky goals 

What was a Hurricanes slip now has become Hurricanes’ 0-
3-1 skid as the Devils, 15-2-1 on the road this season, 
moved within two points of Carolina’s Metro lead. 

“No one likes four in a row,” Staal said. “It’s not great. It’s 
frustrating. We have to come back with a better, gritty effort 
and get back to the way we want to play.” 

In the past week, the Canes have lost a game to Nashville 
despite getting 67 shots, lost to the last-place team in the 
division in Columbus, then lost to the Devils after scoring 
twice shorthanded and having a two-goal lead. 

The Canes seemingly had Tuesday’s game under control 
after Aho’s shorthanded strike in the second period. They 
had a 3-1 lead, the crowd was loud and the Devils in a hole. 

Then, in 18 seconds, the Devils were out of the hole and the 
score tied. 

In the final minute of the period, Mercer came out from 
behind the Canes net and poked the puck through 
Kochetkov’s pads with 52 seconds left in the period. 

Moments later, forward Jesper Boqvist did the same after a 
give-and-go with Mercer, the twosome again beating the 

Canes’ defensive pairing of Jalen Chatfield and Dylan 
Coghlan, who had a rough night. 

“That last minute killed us, no doubt,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We didn’t respond in the third but we 
didn’t get enough out of the first two periods where we 
played really well. They got those two and it basically 
washed away a real good effort and then they had a better 
period than us in the third.” 

The Canes’ first shorthanded goal gave Carolina a 1-0 lead. 
Martin Necas both won a faceoff in the Devils’ zone, 
controlled the puck and got it to Kotkaniemi for a quick shot 
and his seventh of the season. 

Aho’s second “shortie” of the season against New Jersey 
came with 2:26 left in the second after Jordan Martinook was 
called for high-sticking. Brett Pesce got the puck to Aho, 
Teuvo Teravainen filled the left wing and set up Aho for his 
13th goal of the season. 

“It was a pretty good job by us until that,” Aho said. “Two 
quick ones at the end of the second maybe were unfortunate 
bounces, but the third period wasn’t our best. We didn’t 
respond enough on their push.” 

The Devils’ first goal of the game came in the first period on 
another shot that Kochetkov should have, but did not stop. 
Jonas Siegenthaler got off a tight-angle shot, the puck hitting 
Kochetkov’s right pad and slipping past the post. 

Before New Jersey’s two quickie scores, the Devils twice had 
attempts hit the post — Jack Hughes and Jesper Bratt with 
the near-misses. 

The Canes also had their chances. After the Devils tied it in 
the second, Carolina got off a flurry of shots in the final 
monents of the period against Vanecek. 

Pacioretty’s goal came after he collected a puck hard off the 
end boards behind the New Jersey net and chipped it up, off 
the Devils’ Yegor Sharangovich and past Vanecek. 

“Another goal-scorer’s goal from him and it was good to see,” 
Staal said. 

The Devils’ Hughes had a five-game goal streak come to an 
end. The dynamic forward had scored eight goals in the five 
games. 
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Devils’ quick-strike offense extends Hurricanes’ winless streak to 4 games 
Carolina scored two shorthanded goals and Max Pacioretty 
had his third goals in as many games since returning from 
injury 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes got two shorthanded goals and 
a third goal in three games from Max Pacioretty. 

It still wasn’t enough to keep Carolina’s winless streak from 
hitting four games. 

The Devils scored twice in the final minute of the second 
period to tie the game, and Dawson Mercer scored his 
second of the night in the third to lead the Devils to a 5-3 win 
in front of 18,092 Tuesday at PNC Arena. 

“It’s not great,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said of the 
team being 0-3-1 in its last four games following an 11-game 
winning streak. “It’s frustrating. I hope this group doesn’t 
think they’re better than they are. 

“We have to come back with a better, grittier effort and get 
back to the way we want to play and how we want to do 
things around here.” 

The game unraveled for the Hurricanes at the end of the 
second period. 

After Sebastian Aho’s shorthanded goal with 2:26 left in the 
second period gave Carolina a 3-1 lead, New Jersey 
responded with a pair of goals in 18 seconds in the last 
minute of the middle frame. 

Mercer got his first goal when he faked going around the 
Carolina net, tricking Carolina defenseman Dylan Coghlan 
into covering the far post, before cutting back to the front of 
the net. Defenseman Jalen Chatfield poked the puck off 
Mercer’s stick and off the chest of Carolina goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov (18 saves), but Mercer whacked the rebound 
through the rookie goalie’s legs at 19:08 of the second 
period. 

On the next shift, New Jersey forward Jesper Boqvist 
entered the zone with speed and dropped the puck to Mercer 
while shrugging off Coghlan. Mercer quickly returned the 
puck to the open Boqvist, who cut to the net, avoided a 
Kochetkov poke check and scored five-hole to even the 
game with 34 seconds left in the second. 

“That last minute killed us, there’s no doubt,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “But we didn’t respond in the 
third.” 

With the game tied 3-3, it took Carolina more than six 
minutes to record its first shot on goal in the third period, and 
the Hurricanes didn’t have another until there was 3:27 
remaining. 

In between those two shots on goal, Mercer scored again. 

After Boqvist forced a Hurricanes turnover near the Devils’ 
blue line, he passed up to Mercer in full stride. Coghlan was 
caught flat-footed and Mercer drove to the net and tucked 
the puck around Kochetkov for what became the game-
winner at 8:53 of the third. 

“They had a great first two periods and then Cogs fell on one 
and then it ended up in the net,” Brind’Amour said of his third 
defense pairing. “You gotta bounce back.” 

It erased what were 39 minutes of solid play. 

The Hurricanes’ penalty kill led the way, going 4 for 4 and 
scoring two shorthanded goals, the team’s fourth and fifth of 
the season. 

The first opened the scoring and came from an unlikely 
source. 

With a faceoff in the Devils’ end, Martin Necas won the draw 
and quickly curled the puck back to Jesperi Kotkaniemi for a 
quick shot that beat Vitek Vanecek (25 saves) at 13:03 of the 
first period for his seventh goal of the season. 

It was just the 12th shorthanded shift of the season for 
Kotkaniemi, who got the opportunity because Jordan Staal 
was in the penalty box and despite having just 90 seconds of 
penalty kill time coming into the game. 

“It was necessity there,” Brind’Amour said of Kotkaniemi 
being on the ice in that situation. “A penalty killer’s in the box, 
and we’ve introduced (the penalty kill) to him a little bit here.” 

Then after Pacioretty scored just before the game’s midway 
point, Carolina got its second shorthanded goal when, on a 
2-on-1, Teuvo Teravainen slid a pass through New Jersey 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton’s legs and to Aho for a two-
goal lead. 

“He’s a world-class passer,” Aho said of Teravainen, who 
now has assists in three of the last four games in what has 
been a down season for the 28-year-old winger. 

Brind’Amour wasn’t ready to announce that Teravainen had 
turned a corner on his season with his recent play. 
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“I don’t know,” the coach said. “I mean, he was fine. 
Obviously those were, at the time, big plays. So we need 
more of those out of him.” 

The Hurricanes could also use better play in goal. 

During the four-game skid, Carolina’s goalies have allowed 
15 goals on 94 shots — an .840 save percentage. Kochetkov 
has given up four goals in each of his three starts, all losses, 
since backing up Antti Raanta while recovering from a minor 
injury. That matches the 12 goals he allowed in all of 
December when he went 7-0-1 and was named NHL Rookie 
of the Month. 

Kochetkov also continued a recent trend of giving up a soft 
goal, allowing Devils defenseman Jonas Siegenthaler’s bad 
angle shot to sneak past his pad in the first period and tie the 
game at 1-1 late in the first period after a video review 
confirmed the puck crossed the goal line. 

“I’m sure he’s down on himself,” Brind’Amour said of 
Kochetkov. “He was playing great and then his injury took 
him out of the lineup for a little bit, and since he’s been back 
he hasn’t had that same results. 

“He’s a young kid — I mean, that’s human nature. I’m sure 
he wishes he could have one of those back, but this is big 
boy hockey, so that’s how it goes.” 

Notes: Stefan Noesen returned to the lineup after leaving the 
Jan. 3 game at the Rangers with an injury and missing the 
last two games. He finished with no shot attempts in 8:29 
minutes of ice time. … Derek Stepan and Calvin de Haan 
were healthy scratches. … Pacioretty had five shots on goal 
and a game-high 12 shot attempts. He has 13 shots on goal 
in three games since returning from his Achilles injury. 

Hurricanes hit the mark, miss others at midway point 
Carolina is among the Stanley Cup favorites even if it hasn’t 
had everything go its way 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Before the season, I took a crack at what would 
need to happen for the Hurricanes to reach their goal of 
winning the Stanley Cup. With Tuesday night’s game being 
the midway point of the regular season, it seems like a good 
time to see if Carolina is on track to live up to the four points I 
made before the season. 

Point 1: More than Max 

As expected, Pacioretty returned to the ice before mid-
February’s outdoor game, coming back ahead of schedule 
and even scoring twice in his second game on Saturday. 

But the key to the season wasn’t just Pacioretty recovering 
and performing. 

“Pacioretty is about as reliable a scorer as you can find in the 
NHL,” I wrote in October. “That said, anyone coming off an 
injury as serious as this shouldn’t be seen as a midseason 
savior. Pacioretty will be a big addition, but what Carolina 
really needs is for (Andrei) Svechnikov to become a star.” 

Svechnikov has done that, earning his first All-Star Game 
berth while scoring a team-best 19 goals in 40 games. 
There’s still another gear for Svechnikov, but he’s well on his 
to stardom. 

Point 2: Kotkaniemi steps up 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s eight-year, $38.56 million contract 
came with the hope he could become Carolina’s new second 
line center. Even if he didn’t become a 50-point player, the 
Hurricanes’ front office saw enough potential to talk itself into 
the contract. 

Here’s what I thought said about Kotkaniemi emerging as a 
viable No. 2 center: 

“Most are seeing Kotkaniemi as a downgrade from (Vincent) 
Trocheck. Not me. What Carolina loses in Trocheck’s 
truculence and penalty killing it gains in Kotkaniemi’s size 

and vision. The former third overall pick is unlikely to ever 
score 30 goals — he’d need to shoot the puck a whole lot 
more than he seems willing — but he will win offensive zone 
battles and has a knack for finding the open guy. He should 
take a huge step this year.” 

Kotkaniemi hasn’t played poorly — he’s defensively reliable, 
physical and has a positive plus/minus. That hasn’t 
translated to many points — seven goals and 13 points 
through the first 40 games — and his time on ice has mostly 
been low-event in terms of goals scored. At even-strength, 
Kotkaniemi has been on the ice for just 28 goals this season 
(15 for, 13 against) in 12 minutes of 5-on-5 minutes per 
game. 

He lost his spot in between Svechnikov and Martin Necas to 
Paul Stastny, but Stastny’s numbers are about the same — 
he also has 13 points (just two goals) and has a 14-12 5-on-
5 goal differential in about 10½ even-strength minutes per 
game. 

No, Kotkaniemi hasn’t taken a huge step, but he’s also not a 
liability. There’s still a chance he turns the corner, but to this 
point his season has been a disappointment. 

Point 3: Slavin stands out 

Slavin remains one of hockey’s top defensive defensemen, 
and he has proven a good foil to newcomer Brent Burns. I 
predicted Slavin would build off the career-high 42 points he 
had last season and have the best offensive numbers of his 
career. 

“Slavin is as selfless a player as you’ll find,” I wrote. “It 
appears he will be relieved of any power play responsibilities 
to start the season, so any boost in offense will have to come 
at even strength. I could see him eclipsing 50 points this 
season, but that probably won’t be enough to get him into 
Norris territory.” 

Slavin’s numbers have remained steady. His goals are down 
(just two through 40 games), but he has 14 points in the first 
40 games. That puts him right on pace for the 28 points he 
had last season. 
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Fortunately for the Hurricanes, Brady Skjei has picked up the 
goal-scoring slack with eight goals this season — tied for the 
eighth-most among defensemen in the league and well on 
his way to topping the career-high nine he had last season. 

Point 4: Will Carolina win it all? 

 This one is much harder to assess. The Hurricanes are 
again one of the NHL’s best teams and have shown they can 
get red-hot by reeling off 11 straight wins from December to 
New Year’s Day. 

The special teams, after a shaky start, have been better, and 
the emergence of Necas has given Carolina another game-
breaking player. 

Getting another Vezina-level season out of Frederik 
Andersen seemed like a necessity, but the goalie has been 
hurt most of the year and opened the door for rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov. 

Kochetkov, who was the NHL’s rookie of the month for 
December, has allowed four goals in his two January starts 
since returning from a minor injury. The Hurricanes will need 
one of their netminders — Andersen, Kochetkov or Antti 
Raanta — to stabilize the net in time for the postseason. 

As with any season, things haven’t gone exactly to plan for 
the Hurricanes. But there’s still plenty to like about what the 
team has done so far and can do going forward. 
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Recap: Canes Drop Fourth Straight With Loss To Devils 
New Jersey scores twice in the final minute of the second 
period to wipe away Carolina's momentum, then scores the 
game-winner in the third 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes suffered their 
fourth consecutive loss Tuesday, coming out on the wrong 
end of a 5-3 score against the New Jersey Devils. 

The Story 

Entering having dropped three results in a row for the first 
time since mid-November, the Canes turned to Pyotr 
Kochetkov in net to try and turn their fortune. 

After having Saturday in Columbus off, the 23-year-old 
rookie would be able to work with the game's first lead of the 
night. 

With Jordan Staal in the box for Carolina, Martin Necas was 
able to pull off a must-see faceoff win, setting up Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi with space in the slot for the team's fourth 
shorthanded goal of the season. 

Unfortunately, the night's first lead would last just 4:03, as 
New Jersey was able to squeak one by Kochetkov before the 
end of the first. 

Entering the middle 20 minutes tied, it looked as if the Canes 
were primed to take control of the contest. Holding New 
Jersey to just two shots in the first 10 minutes of the frame, 
the Canes were able to take a two-goal lead courtesy of Max 
Pacioretty and Sebastian Aho. 

Pacioretty's first tally in front of the home crowd came after 
his shot was initially deflected wide, but he was able to locate 
the rebound and place an attempted centering feed for Seth 
Jarvis. The puck hopped off of the Devils defender covering 
Jarvis in front and past Vitek Vanecek, giving Carolina their 
lead back. 

Then, inside the final three minutes of the second, Sebastian 
Aho and Teuvo Teravainen connected on a two-on-one for 
the team's second shorthanded goal of the night.  

Up 3-1 with 2:26 to go in the period, it looked as if Carolina 
was comfortably in the driver's seat. 

However, in the blink of an eye, or rather just 18 seconds of 
game time, New Jersey struck twice to even the game. 

Completely wiping away the home team's momentum, the 
visitors then completed their come-from-behind effort in the 

third. A second goal of the evening for Dawson Mercer made 
it 4-3, serving as the game-winner. Nico Hischier would add 
a game-winner to round out the scoring. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his thoughts on the game... 

"That last minute [of the second period] killed us. There's no 
doubt about it and then we didn't respond in the third. It was 
a great two periods, playing a really good team. We just 
didn't get anything out of it. We knew they were going to 
have a period where they come and play and they did in the 
third. We didn't do enough. I don't know if we even had a 
really good scoring chance in the third. We didn't get enough 
out of the first two periods where we played really, really 
well." 

Jordan Staal on the team's current four-game skid... 

"It's not great. It's frustrating. I hope this group doesn't think 
they're better than they are and we have to come back with a 
better, grittier effort. We have to get back to the way that we 
want to play and the way we want to do things around here." 

Sebastian Aho offering his thoughts on why the contests 
between the Canes and Devils have been so tightly 
contested this season... 

"I think it's two good teams out there. They use their 
momentum pretty well. I think we controlled the game pretty 
well until their second and third goals. But we needed a 
better response in the third." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes move to 25-9-7 with the defeat. 

 Pyotr Kochetkov allowed four goals on 22 shots. It 
is the first time in his NHL career that he has lost 
three games in a row in regulation. 

 Stefan Noesen returned to the lineup after missing 
two games due to a lower-body injury. Derek 
Stepan was the healthy scratch to make room for 
Noesen's return. 

What's Next?  

The Canes are set to practice on Wednesday before 
traveling to Columbus, taking on the Blue Jackets at 
Nationwide Arena for the second time in six days. 
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Mercer scores twice, Devils rally past Hurricanes 
Hischier has goal, assist; Carolina loses 4th straight 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

Recap: NJD 5, CAR 3 

Dawson Mercer tallied twice, including the go-ahead goal in 
the 3rd, while Jesper Boqvist and Nico Hischier scored in the 
Devils' 5-3 win 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Dawson Mercer had two goals and an 
assist, and the New Jersey Devils rallied to defeat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 5-3 at PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

Mercer scored his second of the game to give New Jersey a 
4-3 lead at 8:53 of the third period. After he got behind the 
defense, Mercer cut across the top of the crease and scored 
on the forehand around Pyotr Kochetkov. 

"I knew the defense was flat-footed then and I just kind of 
drove it wide," said Mercer, who had his first NHL multigoal 
game. "Anytime when that goalie freezes, you want to take it 
across. I was pretty happy with that goal for sure." 

Jesper Boqvist and Nico Hischier each had a goal and an 
assist, and Vitek Vanecek made 25 saves for the Devils (26-
12-3), who have come back from multigoal deficits in 
consecutive games for the first time since Nov. 7-9, 2001, 
including a 4-3 overtime win against the New York Rangers 
on Saturday. 

"That's a big win for us, to be down in the game and make a 
comeback against a good defensive team like [Carolina]," 
Mercer said. "Those points are massive for us right now." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Sebastian Aho scored short-handed, 
and Kochetkov made 18 saves for the Hurricanes (25-9-7), 
who have lost four in a row following an 11-game winning 
streak.  

Aho gave Carolina a 3-1 lead with a short-handed goal at 
17:34 of the second period, scoring on a tap-in at the right 
post off a give-and-go with Teuvo Teravainen. 

"He's a world-class passer, I had a feeling he was going to 
pass it back," Aho said. "I kept my stick on the ice. 
Obviously, a great pass by him." 

The Devils then answered with two goals 18 seconds apart. 

Mercer took the puck out of the corner and cut to the net 
before scoring five-hole on a backhand to make it 3-2 at 
19:08, and Boqvist received a pass from Mercer at the 
bottom of the left face-off circle and also scored five-hole on 
a backhand to make it 3-3 with 34 seconds remaining in the 
period. 

Boqvist has four goals in 34 games this season and ended a 
19-game goal drought. 

"It's been a struggle. You've just got to find a way to score," 
Boqvist said. "Today, that was (shooting) low, so it was nice 
for sure." 

Carolina took a 1-0 lead at 13:03 of the first period on a 
short-handed goal by Kotkaniemi. Martin Necas won an 
offensive-zone face-off forward and sent the puck back to 
Kotkaniemi, who scored with a quick wrist shot from the right 
hash marks. 

"You can't let that get into your head, what happened, 
happened," Mercer said. "The game is never over until that 
buzzer goes. I think we really stuck with [it]." 

The Devils have allowed four short-handed goals in the first 
40 games. 

"I'm disappointed with giving up two short-handed goals for 
sure, but we ended up scoring our own two [goals] in the last 
minute (of the second period) that they're not happy with," 
New Jersey coach Lindy Ruff said. "We're a group that just 
stays with it, believes we can get back in it, creates some 
opportunities." 

Jonas Siegenthaler tied it 1-1 at 17:06 with a sharp-angle 
shot from the goal line that went in between Kochetkov's 
right pad and the left post. 

Max Pacioretty restored the Hurricanes' lead at 8:50 of the 
second period when he followed his own shot off the end 
boards and his backhand centering pass deflected off Devils 
forward Yegor Sharangovich past Vanecek to make it 2-1. 

Hischier was awarded a goal at 19:04 after he was hooked 
on a breakaway by Carolina forward Jordan Staal with 
Kochetkov pulled for an extra attacker for the 5-3 final. 

The Hurricanes outshot the Devils 24-15 over the first two 
periods but were outshot 7-4 in the third, including a 10:21 
span without a shot on goal. 

"That last minute (in the second period) killed us, there's no 
doubt, but we didn't respond in the third," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "I don't know if we had a good scoring 
chance in the third, but we didn't get enough out of the first 
two periods when we played really, really well." 

NOTES: Siegenthaler has two goals and 14 points this 
season, tying his career highs set in 2019-20 with the 
Washington Capitals and last season with New Jersey, 
respectively. … Hischier has 11 points (six goals, five 
assists) during an eight-game point streak. … Kotkaniemi 
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scored his first NHL short-handed goal. … Pacioretty has 
three goals in three games after making his season debut 
Jan. 5. … Carolina forward Stefan Noesen had one hit in 
8:29 of ice time after missing two games with a lower-body 

injury. … Devils defenseman Damon Severson had one 
assist to extend his point streak to four games (one goal, 
three assists). 

 

Hurricanes wear Raleigh IceCaps warmup jerseys 
Carolina dons former ECHL team sweaters as part of North 
Carolina Night 

By Anna Kulesa @akulesa_  

The Carolina Hurricanes iced their warmup look on Tuesday. 

The Hurricanes sported Raleigh IceCaps jerseys, a former 
ECHL team, during warmups before their game against the 
New Jersey Devils at PNC Arena. 

Carolina honored the IceCaps as part of their North Carolina 
Night celebration. Former IceCaps players were also in 
attendance for the game. 

The IceCaps played at Dorton Arena in Raleigh from 1991-
98 and were affiliated with the Devils. 
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Mercer scores 2, Devils use 2nd period rally to top Canes 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Dawson Mercer’s first two-goal 
game in the NHL came at an ideal time for the New Jersey 
Devils. 

His offense helped the Devils overcome allowing two short-
handed goals and gave them a 5-3 win over the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Tuesday night. 

“I’m an offensive player, but I like playing defense and 
playing that two-way game,” said Mercer, a first-round draft 
pick in 2020. “To help contribute out there and get this big 
win is a huge thing for me and I want to make sure I can 
keep it going.” 

Mercer gave New Jersey its first lead of the game at 8:53 of 
the third period on his 10th goal of the season. Mercer, 
playing in his 123rd NHL game, also had an assist. 

The Devils began a five-game trip by winning for the third 
time in four games. They also closed the gap on the first-
place Hurricanes in a game marking the midway mark of the 
season for the top two teams in the Metropolitan Division. 

“We played one of our best third periods of the year,” New 
Jersey coach Lindy Ruff said. 

Jonas Siegenthaler, Jesper Boqvist and Nico Hischier also 
scored for New Jersey, with Hischier’s empty-netter coming 
with 55 seconds left. Michael McLeod had two assists. 

Goalie Vitek Vanecek made 25 saves for his fourth win in a 
row.  

“We never quit,” Siegenthaler said. “It’s not always easy to 
make a comeback.” 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Max Pacioretty and Sebastian Aho 
scored for the Hurricanes, who lost their fourth straight game 
(0-3-1) and surrendered a two-goal lead in the last minute of 
the second period. Pyotr Kochetkov made 17 saves. 

“They got the one (in the third) and then they didn’t give us 
much,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We should 
have got more out of those first two periods.” 

The Devils didn’t flinch when falling behind, even with the 
shorthanded goals allowed. 

“When we had our opportunities, we took advantage of it. … 
You can’t let that get to your head,” Mercer said. “All we can 
do is make sure we change that and keep pushing.” 

Mercer’s first goal came with 52 seconds left in the second 
period when he got the puck past Kochetkov despite the 
presence of three other Carolina players in the area. 
Boqvist’s fourth goal of the season came 18 seconds later. 

“That last minute killed us, there’s no doubt,” Brind’Amour 
said. “But we didn’t respond in the third.” 

Pacioretty’s third goal in three games since joining the lineup 
came when he pursued the puck behind the net and knocked 
the puck off Devils center Yegor Sharangovich at 8:50 of the 
second period. 

Aho’s 13th goal later in the period gave Carolina two 
shorthanded tallies. 

Kotkaniemi’s seventh goal of the season began the scoring 
with the first shorthanded goal of his career. Teammate 
Martin Necas did a bulk of the work, winning a faceoff and 
collecting the puck to deliver a pass to Kotkaniemi. 

Siegenthaler’s second goal of the season came on a shot 
from the left side, with the puck slipping between the post 
and Kochetkov’s pad. Kochetkov was trying to notch his first 
win since Dec. 20, though it was just his third appearance 
since then because he missed time with an injury. 

ICE MATTERS 

New Jersey is 8-1-1 when its opponents have more shots 
this season. … The Hurricanes had two shorthanded goals in 
a game for the first time since April 2021. … Pacioretty is the 
fourth player in franchise history with three goals in his first 
three games. One of the others is Erik Haula, who played for 
the Devils on Tuesday night. … The Devils improved to 1-1-1 
in three meetings with Carolina. The teams meet for the final 
time March 12 in New Jersey. 

UP NEXT  

Devils: At Anaheim on Friday. 

Hurricanes: At Columbus on Thursday. 
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Carolina takes losing streak into game against Columbus 
Carolina Hurricanes (25-9-7, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Columbus Blue Jackets (12-26-2, eighth in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

Columbus, Ohio; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes head into the 
matchup with the Columbus Blue Jackets after losing four in 
a row. 

Columbus has gone 12-26-2 overall with a 4-9-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division play. The Blue Jackets have a 12-6-1 
record in games they score three or more goals. 

Carolina has gone 25-9-7 overall with a 10-3-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division play. The Hurricanes have an 11-0-6 
record in games decided by a goal. 

The teams square off Thursday for the third time this season. 
The Hurricanes won 4-1 in the previous meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Boone Jenner has 11 goals and 11 
assists for the Blue Jackets. Jack Roslovic has six assists 
over the last 10 games. 

Andrei Svechnikov has 19 goals and 15 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Jesperi Kotkaniemi has scored four goals with 
three assists over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Blue Jackets: 2-8-0, averaging 1.9 goals, 
3.2 assists, 4.3 penalties and 9.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.2 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.5 assists, 4.4 
penalties and 8.8 penalty minutes while giving up 2.8 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Blue Jackets: Jakub Voracek: out (concussion), 
Zach Werenski: out (shoulder/labrum), Jake Bean: out 
(shoulder), Joonas Korpisalo: day to day (personal), Nick 
Blankenburg: out (ankle), Carson Meyer: day to day (upper 
body), Vladislav Gavrikov: day to day (upper-body), Daniil 
Tarasov: out (upper-body), Yegor Chinakhov: out (ankle), 
Justin Danforth: out (shoulder), Boone Jenner: out (thumb), 
Eric Robinson: day to day (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Stefan Noesen: day to day (lower body). 
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Grades for all 32 NHL teams at midseason of 2022-23 
By Ryan S. Clark and Kristen Shilton 

While the All-Star Weekend feels like the midpoint of the 
NHL regular season, in fact all teams will be well past their 
41st game at that point. As teams hit that threshold this 
week, it's time for our resident graders Ryan S. Clark and 
Kristen Shilton to serve up their thoughts on all 32 clubs. 

Who's at the head of the class? Who's in danger of failing? 
Read on for our appraisals. 

Note: Ryan S. Clark graded the Pacific and Central Division 
teams, while Kristen Shilton graded the Metropolitan and 
Atlantic Division teams. Preseason over/unders are courtesy 
of Caesars Sportsbook. Records and points paces are 
through the games of Jan. 10. Teams are sorted 
alphabetically within each grade. 

A grades 

Boston Bruins 

Record: 32-4-4 
Points pace: 139.4 
Preseason over/under: 97 

Class president: Linus Ullmark. Boston has had several high-
profile performers (David Pastrnak and Hampus Lindholm 
among them), but Ullmark has earned top marks in 
Beantown and beyond. He leads the league in wins (21), 
save percentage (.939) and goals-against average (1.86), 
which combined to earn him his first All-Star Game nod. 
Impressive. 

In danger of failing: A.J. Greer. The veteran winger enjoyed a 
surprisingly strong start to his first season in Boston, but has 
recently found himself in Jim Montgomery's doghouse 
averaging around six minutes per game -- when he actually 
plays. If Greer isn't the Bruins' answer in a fourth-line spot, 
they have younger guys within the organization just waiting 
to take his place. 

Grade: A+. Boston is a top-to-bottom powerhouse, with 
superb goaltending, a depth of offensive talent and an 
excellent defense. There are so few holes in the Bruins' 
game, and they'll continue to be a top Stanley Cup favorite if 
they can stay healthy. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 25-9-7 
Points pace: 114 
Preseason over/under: 103.5 

Class president: Martin Necas. Carolina's leading scorer is 
having a career season, already on pace (with 17 goals and 
38 points through 40 games) to shatter all prior top marks. 
Necas is more than just offense, though. After previously 
resisting the Hurricanes' defense-first system, Necas has a 

full 200-foot game on display that doesn't compromise -- but 
rather seems to further emphasize -- his dynamic scoring 
ability. It's a combination that has thrust Necas into elite 
territory. 

In danger of failing: Teuvo Teravainen. It has been a 
challenging season production-wise for Teravainen, who 
managed just three goals and 12 points through 30 games. 
That pushed the winger down to a fourth-line role as Carolina 
welcomed healthy players like Max Pacioretty into the fold 
this month. Teravainen has perennially been a near-20-goal 
scorer, but the Hurricanes haven't seen that side of him in 
the first half. 

Grade: A. Carolina tapped into something special on its 17-
game point streak from late November through early 
January. The play of rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov has been 
a revelation as well, and guarded the Hurricanes from a 
stumble in net when starter Frederik Andersen went down 
with an injury. Carolina's been locked in everywhere though, 
through strong defensive buy-in to complement its balanced 
offensive attack. 

Dallas Stars 

Record: 25-11-6 
Points pace: 109.3 
Preseason over/under: 93.5 

Class president: Jason Robertson. He might be the 
manifestation for everything that is going on with the Stars. 
Not only has he emerged into one of the league's most 
dangerous players -- and could score 50 goals and 100 
points -- but he's also another example of how the Stars 
continue to hit on homegrown players. 

In danger of failing: Luke Glendening. Someone had to serve 
as tribute. It's not that Glendening is having a bad season. 
He leads them in short-handed minutes on what's been one 
of the best penalty-killing units in the league. It's just that 
Glendening's offensive numbers have dipped a bit as he is 
on pace to score four goals after scoring nine last season. 

Grade: A. They have 11 players who have scored more than 
10 points, while fielding a defensive structure that gets 
results and are also keeping the top six healthy. Plus, they 
have a goaltender in Jake Oettinger who is more than 
capable of winning games when needed. It amounts to the 
Stars being one of the most formidable teams at the halfway 
point, one that could make a deep playoff run. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 25-9-7 
Points pace: 114 
Preseason over/under: 107.5 

Class president: Mark Giordano. Yes, Mitch Marner has had 
an unbelievable first half. But where would Toronto's blue 
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line -- and overall defensive game and penalty kill -- have 
crumbled to without Giordano? The 39-year-old has 
averaged nearly 20 minutes and has been a pillar of 
consistency and leadership while the Leafs cycled through 
one injury after another. Not all heroes wear capes (or put up 
the most points). 

In danger of failing: Rasmus Sandin. The Leafs' young 
defender suffered a tough neck injury that affected his vision, 
and Sandin hasn't seemed fully like himself. Meanwhile, 
Timothy Liljegren -- who's been on a similar track to Sandin 
within Toronto's organization -- looks to be moving past him 
on the depth chart. To that end, the Leafs will be motivated 
to help Sandin get back in the flow, and continue to be an 
important piece of their blue-line rotation. 

Grade: A. Toronto has thrived despite its blue-line injuries, 
and in a season where superstar Auston Matthews hasn't 
produced multiple Herculean efforts to pull them through. 
The Leafs have instead enjoyed solid depth contributions -- 
especially from David Kampf and Calle Jarnkrok -- and as 
their backend gets healthier and their goaltending stabilizes, 
Toronto should carry right on being an Atlantic force. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 27-13-2 
Points pace: 109.3 
Preseason over/under: 97 

Class president: Logan Thompson. Remember when the 
Golden Knights faced questions about their goaltending after 
it was announced Robin Lehner would miss this season? 
Thompson has emphatically answered those questions by 
emerging into a No. 1 goaltender who is among the league 
leaders in starts and wins while also being one of the main 
challengers for the Calder Trophy. 

In danger of failing: Jake Leschyshyn. Vegas has a number 
of bottom-six forwards who have either reached double 
figures in points, or are on pace to get there. Leschyshyn, 
however, has yet to record a point in 22 games. It's a bit of a 
jarring realization considering he had six points in 41 games 
with the Golden Knights last season while scoring 27 points 
in 34 games with their AHL affiliate, the Henderson Silver 
Knights. 

Grade: A. Having numerous options is what makes the 
Golden Knights so effective. When healthy, they can use 
Jack Eichel, Chandler Stephenson and William Karlsson to 
center their top three lines. They have eight players who 
have scored more than 20 points and 13 in total who have 
scored more than 10 points. They've allowed the third-fewest 
high-danger scoring chances per 60 minutes, and are 10th in 
shots allowed, with a rookie goaltender who is an All-Star. 
And they have done this while having key players in and out 
of the lineup. 

New Jersey Devils 

Record: 26-12-3 
Points pace: 110 
Preseason over/under: 89.5 

Class president: Nico Hischier. This is the Hischier that New 
Jersey has been waiting for (ditto for Jack Hughes, who is 
also having a tremendous season). Hischier has rightfully 

garnered Selke Trophy buzz for his dialed-in, two-way game 
that's equal parts reliable defense and top-end offense, 
clocking in at nearly a point-per-game pace (38 points in 39 
games). Add to that Hischier's potency on the power play 
and penalty kill, and his further maturation into the Devils' 
captaincy role, making Hischier the total package. 

In danger of failing: Brendan Smith. The veteran blueliner 
has struggled lately with defensive lapses and costly 
turnovers. He has also been ineffectual on the offensive side, 
producing zero goals and four assists in 39 games. Smith 
has primarily been used in a third-pairing slot this season 
and given those more protected minutes coupled with how 
much success New Jersey has had, Smith's lack of 
consistent contributions begin standing out more frequently. 

Grade: A-. New Jersey has arguably been this season's 
Cinderella story. The Devils' franchise-record, 13-game win 
streak was ridiculously fun to watch, and highlighted how 
many great players New Jersey can ice when the team is 
healthy. Their goaltending is much improved over last 
season -- thanks to the addition of Vitek Vanecek -- and the 
Devils have shown a resiliency that's buoyed them through 
some recent tougher stretches. 

New York Rangers 

Record: 23-12-7 
Points pace: 103.5 
Preseason over/under: 101 

Class president: Adam Fox. New York's top blueliner is a 
beacon of consistency. Fox is a bona fide iron man, playing 
almost 25 minutes per game, averages around a point per 
game (40 in 41 games), excels in every on-ice situation and 
has produced impressive underlying stats to boot. His value 
is on display in every game, whether deftly transitioning the 
Rangers from defense to offense, creating space for 
teammates or turning back the opponent's attack. 

In danger of failing: Alexis Lafreniere. It was the healthy 
scratch heard 'round the league when coach Gerard Gallant 
held Lafreniere out of the lineup against Tampa Bay on Dec. 
29. Predictably, that move raised questions about the 
Rangers' 2020 first overall pick, including whether New York 
was trying to trade him. That speculation appeared 
unfounded when Lafreniere quickly returned to the lineup, 
but offensive success has yet to follow. Lafreniere hasn't 
produced a goal since Dec. 7, and shows only 18 points in 
40 games to date. Lafreniere must continue improving. 

Grade: A-. New York has weathered its ups and downs to 
land among the Metropolitan's best at this halfway point. Igor 
Shesterkin (18-6-6, .916 save percentage) isn't the all-
encompassing savior he was a season ago, and that might 
actually have forced the Rangers to evolve into a more well-
rounded team. New York is in the upper echelon in goals 
against (2.71 per game) and its offensive totals are on the 
upswing in recent weeks. That should be the case given the 
depth of talent -- Artemi Panarin, Mika Zibanejad, etc. -- 
upon which the Rangers should be comfortably relying. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 25-13-1 
Points pace: 107.2 
Preseason over/under: 103.5 
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Class president: Nikita Kucherov. Tampa Bay's perennial top 
performer is leading its offense again with 55 points in 38 
games, including 32 at even strength. Kucherov is the 
Lightning's spark plug, elevates every teammate he's skating 
with and manages to frequently come up big when Tampa 
Bay needs it the most. 

In danger of failing: Vladislav Namestnikov. The forward's 
minutes have declined with his offensive production. This is 
Namestnikov's second time around in Tampa Bay, and 
hopes were that he would be a solid depth piece to take 
some of the pressure off the Lightning's stars, but 
Namestnikov was off the mark tossing in just eight points 
through those first 36 games. 

Grade: A-. The Lightning have rebounded from a slow start 
and are once again among the Atlantic's best teams. Tampa 
Bay is in the middle of a tough stretch now, opening 2023 
with a heavy travel schedule, but those tests can often build 
character. And if the Lightning know anything, it's that the 
real season doesn't begin until spring -- when they tend to 
really come alive. 

B grades 

Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 20-17-2 
Points pace: 88.3 
Preseason over/under: 79 

Class president: Tage Thompson. What hasn't Thompson 
brought to Buffalo this season? The 25-year-old hit 30 goals 
in his first 36 tilts, averaged over 1.53 points per game, 
boasts a top-end shooting percentage (19%) and paces 
Sabres' forwards in average ice time (19:06). Thompson is 
the real deal, a player around whom the Sabres can continue 
to build. 

In danger of failing: Rasmus Asplund. The 25-year-old had a 
rough first half that included five consecutive games being 
scratched. Asplund admitted that details in his game were 
slipping, and while he has made an effort to improve on that, 
Buffalo is still waiting for results to show up on the 
scoresheet. 

Grade: B+. Buffalo is an above-.500 team at the midway 
mark and that's a true feather in the franchise's cap. The 
Sabres might not make the playoffs, but they've exceeded 
expectations already with their consistency, work ethic and 
growing confidence. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 24-14-6 
Points pace: 100.6 
Preseason over/under: 94 

Class president: Pheonix Copley. The Kings' defensive 
structure is designed to limit chances, but there was a 
constant disconnect with their goaltending. And while 
Copley's sample size is just 12 games, it's the kind of 
difference that has the Kings four points out of first place in 
the Pacific as of Jan. 10. Copley has a minus-0.5 GSVA, 
which is a contrast compared to Jonathan Quick and Cal 
Petersen. Quick's GSVA is minus-10.6 while Petersen is 
minus-9.3, according to Money Puck. 

In danger of failing: Jonathan Quick. He continues to face 
struggles in what has been one of the most difficult seasons 
of his illustrious career. What happened in December was 
reflective of his season as a whole. Quick went 1-5 with a 
3.67 goals-against average and a .867 save percentage. 
Furthermore, he has lost his past five starts and has only one 
win in his past eight starts. 

Grade: B+. Phillip Danault and Kevin Fiala are two of the six 
forwards who have scored more than 10 goals. Drew 
Doughty and Anze Kopitar remain consistent presences. 
Mikey Anderson, Sean Durzi and Gabriel Vilardi are having 
the sort of seasons that show why the Kings are so optimistic 
about their development model. Several items are coming 
together for them. Is it possible that their goaltending is about 
to do the same? 

Minnesota Wild 

Record: 22-14-4 
Points pace: 98.4 
Preseason over/under: 102.5 

Class president: Joel Eriksson Ek. Yes, we know Kirill 
Kaprizov is him. But the Wild also need more than just 
Kaprizov to win games. Secondary scoring was a question 
entering the season and Eriksson Ek has done his part by 
averaging 0.78 points while giving the Wild a two-way 
forward who can play in every situation. 

In danger of failing: Marcus Foligno. He's another player who 
is not necessarily "failing" but he has not matched what he 
did last season. Foligno scored a career-high 24 goals last 
season and is on pace to score seven goals this season. 
He's still averaging 0.42 points per game, which is slightly 
higher than his 0.37 career average. But it also comes with 
the context that the Wild rank 22nd in goals and have 
produced the third-fewest scoring chances per 60 minutes 
leaguewide. 

Grade: B+. For all the questions about the lack of consistent 
scoring, the Wild have answered critics by becoming one of 
the most unforgiving defensive teams in the NHL. They have 
allowed the fewest high-danger scoring chances per 60, and 
the third-fewest scoring chances per 60 in 5-on-5 play. 
Knowing the Wild have found defensive success -- 
something that has plagued other teams in the West -- is 
why they remain among the playoff contenders while others 
around them struggle. 

New York Islanders 

Record: 22-17-3 
Points pace: 91.8 
Preseason over/under: 90.5 

Class president: Ilya Sorokin. New York's starting goalie is a 
legitimate Vezina Trophy contender. Sorokin's .924 save 
percentage and 2.35 goals-against average rank third and 
seventh respectively among goalies with at least 10 starts, 
and he has been the Islanders' backbone even when the 
team has failed to provide him proper support. Sorokin's own 
slumps have been few (a seven-game losing streak was his 
lowest note), but the Islanders have ample confidence in him 
carrying the load. Frankly, New York's playoff hopes hinge 
on how tall Sorokin can continue to stand in a brutally tough 
division. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 11, 2023 

 

In danger of failing: Josh Bailey. The 33-year-old has earned 
precious little security in the lineup this season. He's been a 
healthy scratch on multiple occasions, and seen his ice time 
diminish from where it was a year ago. Bailey's contributions 
have been equally spotty, at six goals and 17 points over 37 
games, numbers that lead to a player becoming expendable. 
Overall, the trouble Bailey has had retaining his place 
doesn't reflect well on that $5 million cap hit, either. 

Grade: B+. The Islanders are halfway through the season 
sitting midpack in the Metropolitan standings, and jockeying 
for a wild-card playoff berth. The second half could go either 
way. When New York has Sorokin atop his game and can 
execute that more stifling defensive system (which helped 
rank them a top-10 team in goals against this season), 
there's a good chance they can win every night. It's 
continuing to generate reliable offense and improving on 
special teams -- particularly their 27th-ranked power play -- 
that could ultimately make or break New York's postseason 
aspirations. 

Seattle Kraken 

Record: 24-12-4 
Points pace: 106.6 
Preseason over/under: 79.2 

Class president: Vince Dunn. For all the people who've 
played a significant role in the Kraken's turnaround, Dunn 
might be the most overlooked. He's second on the team in 5-
on-5 ice time, leads the team in power-play ice time and has 
helped the power play go from 29th last season to 17th this 
season. Dunn is averaging almost three additional minutes of 
ice time per game compared to 2021-22, and is projected to 
finish with what would be a career-high 13 goals and 56 
points. 

In danger of failing: Philipp Grubauer. Injuries to the 
netminder are why the Kraken had to lean so heavily on 
Martin Jones. But now that Grubauer has returned, he has 
yet to attain the sort of consistency required of a No. 1 
goaltender. A year ago, he had the worst GSVA in the NHL 
at minus-33.7, whereas he's minus-1.8 this season. So 
there's been improvement, but Grubauer hasn't won 
consecutive starts since early December, and has since lost 
six of his seven most recent starts. 

Grade: B+. There is a feeling around the league the Kraken 
could have everything needed to be a playoff team in Year 2. 
Matty Beniers and Andre Burakovsky are among those who 
have given the Kraken a scoring punch they lacked last 
season. Dunn has emerged into what looks like a top-pairing 
defenseman while players like Will Borgen have taken on 
greater roles. 

Washington Capitals 

Record: 23-14-6 
Points pace: 99.2 
Preseason over/under: 96.5 

Class president: Alex Ovechkin. Washington's captain was 
captivating as he matched -- and then passed -- Gordie 
Howe for the second-most goals scored all time in league 
history. And Ovechkin hasn't stopped there. The winger's 
string of dominant performances also have him leading the 
Capitals' offense, with 29 goals and 48 points in 42 games. 

Ovechkin is producing big time at 5-on-5 as well, registering 
the majority of his output (20 goals and 31 points) there. It's 
easy to joke about Ovechkin's predictability in certain 
aspects -- he has an "office," after all -- but how good he can 
still be at 37 years old is no laughing matter. 

In danger of failing: Anthony Mantha. The Capitals' big 
winger is in a weird spot. Nicklas Backstrom and Tom Wilson 
have returned from injury and he was accordingly -- and 
somewhat surprisingly -- made a healthy scratch after 
spending a few games on Washington's fourth line. At the 
same time, coach Peter Laviolette said he liked Mantha's 
recent play. Perhaps just not enough. The $5.8 million man 
has nine goals and 23 points in 42 games while still slipping 
his way down the lineup, despite strong underlying 
possession totals that support positive analytic trends when 
he's on the ice. Weird, right? 

Grade: B+. Washington is right where it should be based on 
preseason projections, which was hardly a given during its 
sluggish start (where Washington was written off by some as 
too old to contend). Charlie Lindgren's emergence in net (11-
5-2 with a .912 save percentage) kept the Capitals humming 
while Darcy Kuemper was unavailable, and the whole team 
seemed to relish rallying around Ovechkin's quest for 800-
plus goals. Now, the Capitals have settled into a more 
cohesive team game. Having Backstrom and Wilson back 
should make Washington more dangerous as well. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 26-14-1 
Points pace: 106 
Preseason over/under: 88.5 

Class president: Josh Morrissey. Kyle Connor and Connor 
Hellebuyck are also in the running to run the Jets' student 
government association. It's just that Morrissey has emerged 
into a Norris Trophy hopeful who is on pace to score more 
than 93 points -- which is quite something, considering he 
has scored 89 points in the last three seasons combined. 

In danger of failing: Jansen Harkins. The Jets have shuffled 
through bottom-six options with the hope Harkins could 
eventually find his place. He was given the opportunities and 
received more than 10 minutes of ice time per game -- an 
increase from last season. The end result was Harkins being 
surpassed by other options with less NHL experience before 
he was sent to the AHL. 

Grade: B+. They have a forward corps that just welcomed 
back Nikolaj Ehlers and Cole Perfetti from injuries. They 
have four defensemen who could score more than 20 points 
this season and a goalie who is making a case for Vezina 
Trophy consideration. And a top-five PK unit? It looks like the 
Jets could have everything needed to be one of the biggest 
threats in the West. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 17-15-7 
Points pace: 86.2 
Preseason over/under: 83.5 

Class president: Dylan Larkin. Detroit's captain edges out 
goaltender Ville Husso, who has cooled recently from a hot 
start. Meanwhile, Larkin has been markedly consistent, 
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leading the offense with nearly a point-per-game output. 
Larkin's strong showing has not only bolstered Detroit 
through difficult patches but bodes well for him in a contract 
year, too. 

In danger of failing: Moritz Seider. Granted, Seider set the 
bar high with an unbelievable rookie season that earned him 
a Calder Trophy. The dreaded sophomore slump then set in 
for Seider during Detroit's first half; there's hope that won't 
continue far into 2023. Seider's early-season play was 
plagued by uncharacteristic mistakes and a sharp decline in 
offensive production (he had just 12 points in 35 games). 
Detroit has to hope Seider can turn a corner, and fast. 

Grade: B. Detroit has suffered from a lack of overall 
consistency. But when the Red Wings are rolling they can 
look impressive. Husso recovering his form is a priority. 
Lucas Raymond and Seider rebounding would be a bonus. 
And all those offseason acquisitions -- Dominik Kubalik, 
David Perron, Andrew Copp, etc. -- continuing to contribute 
nightly will go a long way. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 21-13-6 
Points pace: 98.4 
Preseason over/under: 100.5 

Class president: Sidney Crosby. It's not just that Crosby 
paces the Penguins in goals (20) and points (45) through 38 
games. Crosby is also the (expectedly) calming presence 
Pittsburgh has required during this recent rough patch. The 
Penguins' captain has pushed the right buttons trying to 
galvanize a group that hasn't won since Dec. 20. That's 
energy Crosby brings on the ice too, elevating linemates, 
impressing in the faceoff dot and making the consistent 
offensive effort that should, in theory, help push the 
Penguins back into playoff contention. 

In danger of failing: Brian Dumoulin. For years, Dumoulin 
was a key cog in the Penguins' defense. This season hasn't 
steered that way. The veteran's struggles have led to one 
poor performance after another that's hindering progress 
Pittsburgh desperately must make in order to keep its 
campaign on track. Dumoulin amassed just eight assists 
(and zero goals) in 38 games despite big minutes (19:44 per 
game) he might no longer be best-equipped to carry. 

Grade: B. Pittsburgh's streakiness has haunted them. The 
Penguins already endured a stretch of seven consecutive 
losses, and now they're mired again in another lengthy 
downturn that has pushed them out of a playoff position in 
the Eastern Conference. Pittsburgh has struggled to close 
out opponents, to maximize its depth and to get the 
consistent goaltending required to compete in the 
ultracompetitive Metro. The Penguins have time, and 
certainly the personnel, to rebound. And those other 
stretches they've produced -- including several multigame 
winning streaks -- indicate Pittsburgh should be far from 
counted out. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 20-16-3 
Points pace: 90.4 
Preseason over/under: 112.5 

Class president: Cale Makar. The reigning Norris Trophy 
winner might not have the sterling offensive figures or the 
memorable individual displays like last season, but he might 
be having his most complete campaign as he leads the NHL 
in average ice time while also playing in every situation 
possible. 

In danger of failing: Martin Kaut. Colorado's injury situation 
means secondary and tertiary contributions are needed. 
Kaut, a former first-rounder who has yet to break through for 
the Avs, has struggled to provide that with three points in 23 
games while averaging 9:31 in ice time. 

Grade: B-. In some ways, their season has been defined 
more by who hasn't played rather than by those who have. 
The Avalanche have found ways to win games but were also 
derailed by a five-game losing streak in early January that 
played a part in why they slid down the standings and into 
the wild-card fight. But for now? They must find ways to keep 
winning while trying to get healthy at the same time. 

C grades 

Calgary Flames 

Record: 19-14-9 
Points pace: 91.8 
Preseason over/under: 103 

Class president: Elias Lindholm. Lindholm has been among 
his team's most consistent players in nearly every aspect of 
the game. His offensive contributions extend to him leading 
the Flames in assists and points, while leading the team's 
forwards in power-play ice time. His profile as a two-way 
forward has also remained intact given he leads all Flames 
forwards in defensive zone faceoffs, defensive zone starts 
and short-handed minutes. 

In danger of failing: MacKenzie Weegar. Weegar finally 
recorded his first goals of the season on New Year's Eve in 
what has been a challenging first campaign with the Flames. 
His arrival in the trade with the Panthers (with Jonathan 
Huberdeau in exchange for Matthew Tkachuk) meant the 
Flames were getting a puck-moving defenseman who scored 
44 points last season, and one who averaged 0.60 points per 
game in his final two seasons in South Florida. This season, 
he's averaging 0.26 points. 

Grade: C. They use a defensive structure that has played a 
part in why they are among the league's best when it comes 
to limiting scoring chances per 60 minutes, and high-danger 
scoring chances per 60. But this also is a team that needs 
goals. They have scored the 11th fewest goals while also 
having only three players with more than 10. On Jan. 11 they 
are in a wild-card spot, but they are also one of five teams 
that are within four points of each other. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 21-18-3 
Points pace: 87.9 
Preseason over/under: 103.5 

Class president: Connor McDavid. Have you watched the 
Connor McDavid highlight clips this season? It might sound 
bizarre, but the argument could be made that McDavid is 
having the most dominant campaign of a career that has 
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seen him already surpass the 100-point mark in five of his 
past seven seasons. McDavid leads the NHL in goals, 
assists and points, while also scoring on nearly 21% of his 
shots. It amounts to McDavid, who has never scored more 
than 44 goals in a season, on pace to hit the 60-goal mark 
while being projected to end up with a 152-point season. 

In danger of failing: Jack Campbell. The Oilers allow the 11th 
most shots per 60 minutes, the 11th fewest high-danger 
chances per 60 and are 15th in scoring chances allowed. It's 
what makes the need for consistent goaltending even more 
important. Maybe Campbell can find that consistency in the 
second half, but it has been a problem this season. 
Especially when he has a 3.69 goals-against average, a .878 
save percentage and a minus-12.0 GSVA, which is the fourth 
worst in the NHL according to Money Puck. 

Grade: C. What's concerning is that the Oilers have the 
NHL's top two points leaders, four players averaging more 
than a point per game while boasting one of the most prolific 
attacks in the league, but are clinging onto a wild-card spot 
as of Jan. 11. Those same four players are responsible for 
scoring 65% of their goals, which underscores how the Oilers 
need more from their supporting cast. They're 9-12-1 when 
opponents score first, but have had troubles holding onto 
leads lately, having lost four games since mid-December 
after being up by two goals. It's another reason why they are 
also 11 points out of first in the Pacific Division. 

Florida Panthers 

Record: 19-19-4 
Points pace: 82 
Preseason over/under: 106.5 

Class president: Matthew Tkachuk. The feisty fan favorite 
has been the Panthers could have wanted since arriving via 
last summer's blockbuster trade with Calgary. In what's been 
a trying season for the Panthers, Tkachuk is a perennial 
bright spot, putting up points (48 in 37 games), clocking 
major minutes (over 20 per game) and proving his worth as a 
versatile performer. 

In danger of failing: Sergei Bobrovsky. Florida's projected 
No. 1 goalie has been fighting for that starting gig all season. 
The two-time Vezina Trophy winner has slipped far off his 
celebrated form, with a 9-12-1 record, .895 save percentage 
and 3.26 goals-against average through his first 23 starts. 
Spencer Knight hasn't been the answer in net, and the onus 
remains on Bobrovsky to reset and reclaim his place atop 
Florida's depth chart. 

Grade: C. The Panthers have too much talent to barely be at 
.500. It's hard to even diagnose exactly how and why they've 
underachieved. Special teams play is a part of it -- the 
Panthers' power play and penalty kill have both struggled to 
produce -- and, as mentioned, goaltending has been a 
problem. But Florida has capable stars like Tkachuk and 
Aleksander Barkov and Aaron Ekblad, too. What can they do 
to put the Panthers on track? 

Ottawa Senators 

Record: 18-19-3 
Points pace: 80 
Preseason over/under: 84.5 

Class president: Brady Tkachuk. The younger Tkachuk 
brother follows in his big brother's footsteps as a bright light 
during his team's darkest times. Tkachuk paces the Senators 
in points (39 in 38 games) and generally can drive his club's 
offensive attack. There are strides for Tkachuk to make on 
the defensive side, but he's a physical, fun presence on 
Ottawa's top line with Tim Stutzle and Claude Giroux. 

In danger of failing: Nikita Zaitsev. This has been a truly 
trying season for the veteran defenseman, who also happens 
to be the Senators' second-highest paid blueliner (at $4.5 
million per year). Zaitsev hasn't performed as such. He was 
placed on waivers earlier this season, has shuffled in and out 
of the lineup since and failed to do much when called upon. 
The best-case scenario -- for Ottawa and Zaitsev -- would be 
to find the defender a new home before the trade deadline. 

Grade: C. Ottawa made an effort to improve this offseason 
but while many of those acquisitions -- including Giroux, Cam 
Talbot and Alex DeBrincat -- have stepped up, their impact 
hasn't been enough to make Ottawa a real contender. The 
Senators' landslide of defensive injuries certainly didn't help 
their prospects early on either. GM Pierre Dorion could be 
active near the trade deadline trying to remedy what's gone 
wrong. 

St. Louis Blues 

Record: 21-18-3 
Points pace: 87.9 
Preseason over/under: 94.5 

Class president: Jordan Kyrou. The Greek God of Goals is 
just that. He overcame a slow start in October with three 
points -- all goals -- to now average a point per game while 
on pace to finish with what would be his first 40-goal season. 
Along with Pavel Buchnevich and Robert Thomas, Kyrou has 
provided offensive consistency in a season that has been 
anything but for the Blues. 

In danger of failing: Ivan Barbashev. Breaking through to 
score 26 goals and 60 points a year ago was significant for 
several reasons, especially with the Blues losing David 
Perron, which left a hole in the lineup. This season has seen 
Barbashev take a step back, as he is on pace to finish with 
13 goals and 38 points. 

Grade: C. They're hot. They're cold. They're yes. They're no. 
They're in. They're out. They're up. They're down. The Blues 
are indeed an old Katy Perry lyric, which further illustrates 
how they came into Jan. 11 just a tiebreaker out of the final 
wild-card spot in a season in which extremes is apparently 
the norm. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 16-22-3 
Points pace: 70 
Preseason over/under: 71.5 

Class president: Cole Caufield. It's tough to choose between 
Caufield and his linemate Nick Suzuki -- because they've 
both been excellent for Montreal -- but Caufield's overall 
body of work gets the nod. Caufield has kept contributing 
offensively -- even through the Canadiens' recent slump -- 
and has paced Montreal in goals (23 in 40 games) most of 
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this season. He brings a youthful energy that can often spark 
something out of even a slumping Montreal club. 

In danger of failing: Mike Hoffman. Montreal's veteran 
forward put up just 12 points in 28 games and has been a 
healthy scratch lately during the Canadiens' downturn. It's a 
time when Hoffman should be part of the solution, not a 
player coach Martin St. Louis is moving out of the lineup. But 
Hoffman has popped in three goals over two months, and 
while the Canadiens' young guys are thriving, Hoffman hasn't 
been nearly so reliable. It's a tough look for the $4.5 million-
per-year man. 

Grade: C-. Montreal surprised with a better start than 
expected based on preseason projections. The Canadiens 
have course-corrected since, and slid their way to the 
division's basement. That's no shock. Sean Monahan has 
been missed while sidelined with a lower-body injury, and 
now Brendan Gallagher and Kaiden Guhle are hurt, too. 
Those absences won't help the Canadiens climb anywhere 
fast. 

Nashville Predators 

Record: 19-14-6 
Points pace: 92.5 
Preseason over/under: 98.5 

Class president: Juuse Saros. His team allows the fourth 
most shots per 60 minutes, the fourth-most scoring chances 
per 60 and the seventh-most high-danger chances per 60. 
Saros' workload is among the most demanding in the league 
and he continues to provide consistency. That was especially 
true in December, when he finished with a .923 save 
percentage. Never mind class president. Make this man the 
homecoming king and prom king, too. 

In danger of failing: Tanner Jeannot. A number of Predators 
have not replicated what they did last season. Jeannot is one 
of them. Last season, he was a rookie 24-goal scorer, and 
was one of their most significant offensive contributors. This 
season? He has only three goals, tied for 13th on a team 
that's scored the fifth-fewest goals in the NHL. 

Grade: C-. A team that went from being above average in 
goals is now one of the lowest scoring in the league with a 
power play that is also near the bottom. Yet they came into 
Jan. 11 just one point out of the final wild-card spot in a 
conference in which the landscape is always changing. Do 
the Predators return to the playoffs for a ninth straight 
season or is it possible they are on the outside looking in? 

D grades 

Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 13-22-5 
Points pace: 63.6 
Preseason over/under: 63.5 

Class president: Clayton Keller. It's no secret the Coyotes 
are placing an emphasis on their future. Keller is one of the 
faces, if not the face, of that youth movement. What he has 
done this season has strengthened his place as one of the 
organization's most important players. Keller is projected to 
finish the season with what would be his first 30-goal and/or 

80-point campaign. If that holds, it would be the first 80-point 
season by a Coyotes player in more than two decades. 

In danger of failing: Barrett Hayton. Lately, his production 
has started to increase compared to earlier in the season. 
Hayton is still 22 years old but has yet to reach the heights of 
what comes with being a top-five pick -- with the 
understanding there is still time. He's on pace to score 24 
points in 82 games, which is what he did last season ... 
except he met that mark in 60 games. 

Grade: D+. Keller's strong season along with the rise of 
Matias Maccelli and J.J. Moser just adds to the Coyotes' 
foundation. They've helped the Coyotes do slightly better 
than expected, but that could come at a cost. The Coyotes 
are still a lottery team. They're just a lottery team that runs 
the risk of having lesser odds to grab the No. 1 pick 
compared to other teams in a similar position. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 16-18-7 
Points pace: 78 
Preseason over/under: 73.5 

Class president: Travis Konecny. He may not have been 
selected as Philadelphia's initial All-Star, but Konecny has 
been the Flyers' best, most consistent forward. He has 
already hit the 20-goal mark in just 33 games, and should 
swiftly surpass a previous career-high of 24 in 66 tilts. 
Konecny brings the potential for something for fans to cheer 
every night, and that goes a long way for Philadelphia in this 
trying season. 

In danger of failing: Rasmus Ristolainen. Sure, the 
defenseman can deliver a thundering hit. But two points and 
a minus-six rating through 32 games while averaging over 18 
minutes likely isn't the return Philadelphia sought when 
signing Ristolainen to a five-year, $25.5 million deal last 
March. While Ristolainen has produced positive moments -- 
and, as mentioned, a few memorable strikes on opponents -- 
there's more the Flyers should expect from a big piece of 
their blue-line group. 

Grade: D+. Philadelphia was always tracking toward a down 
season. Yet the Flyers haven't been all bad. Carter Hart's 
play has been admirable, and there's been growth from 
some of the team's youth, including Cam York, Morgan Frost 
and Owen Tippett. If Philadelphia has shied away from 
directly using the "rebuild" term, there is some proof that 
between players already in the lineup and ones in the farm 
system, the future could be rather bright (especially if 
Philadelphia plays its cards right at the trade deadline). 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 12-26-2 
Points pace: 53.3 
Preseason over/under: 81.5 

Class president: Johnny Gaudreau. The winger has 
continuously performed as advertised for the Blue Jackets 
since making Columbus his surprise landing spot last 
summer. Gaudreau is scoring at a point-per-game pace, logs 
nearly 20 minutes per game (second among Blue Jackets' 
forwards), and is a solid power-play contributor. Columbus' 
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season may have fallen off track, but Gaudreau offers 
hopeful potential in every shift he takes. 

In danger of failing: Elvis Merzlikins. It's tough to win when 
the saves aren't there, and providing those has been an 
issue for Merzlikins. The veteran's 4-9-0 record comes with 
an abysmal .861 save percentage and 4.78 goals-against 
average, stats both ranking him 65th out of 65 NHL 
goaltenders with at least 10 starts this season. Ouch. 
Columbus also allowing the second most shots on goal (35.5 
per game) doesn't help its goaltender succeed, but more was 
expected from Merzlikins individually and he has failed to 
show up for Columbus with any sort of regularity. 

Grade: D. Columbus has had a nightmarish first half. Injuries 
have repeatedly taken key players from the lineup -- 
including Patrik Laine twice -- and made it seemingly 
impossible to find a rhythm. At the same time, Columbus has 
appeared to lack confidence and direction. So the only way 
the Blue Jackets have trended is down -- to the bottom of the 
Metropolitan standings, and close to the basement of nearly 
all the league's offensive and defensive categories. The 
good news? There's nowhere to go but up from here in 2023. 

San Jose Sharks 

Record: 13-21-8 
Points pace: 66.4 
Preseason over/under: 73 

Class president: Erik Karlsson. Three points. That is all 
Karlsson would need this season to surpass the amount of 
points he scored in the past two seasons ... combined. 
Karlsson has returned to being the player that made him a 
two-time Norris Trophy winner with the idea that this season 
could potentially see him add a third one, considering he is 
on pace to score 108 points. 

In danger of failing: Kaapo Kahkonen. He was with the 
Sharks for 11 games last season and came away with a 2.86 
goals-against average and a 916 save percentage. 
Kahkonen had similar numbers before he was traded from 
the Wild to the Sharks. This season, however, has been 
challenging given he has a 3.79 goals-against average, .869 
save percentage and the second poorest GSVA in the NHL, 
at minus-17.6 per Money Puck. 

Grade: D. Karlsson could have his most prolific season. 
Tomas Hertl and Timo Meier are averaging nearly a point per 
game while Logan Couture could score 30 goals. But the 
Sharks are still a team that lacks scoring depth while their 
goaltending has been inconsistent. Looking on the optimistic 
side, they currently have the fifth-best odds for the No. 1 
pick. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 17-20-3 
Points pace: 75.9 
Preseason over/under: 92.5 

Class president: Elias Pettersson. The gifted Canucks center 
is having the type of season that comes with being one of the 
most talented forwards in the league. Pettersson is 
averaging more than a point per game, and is on pace to 
finish with 99 points in a campaign that has provided several 
challenges to a group that came into the season with playoff 

expectations. And while 2022-23 hasn't gone to plan, 
Pettersson's progress could play a part in changing their 
long-term fortunes going forward. 

In danger of failing: Thatcher Demko. It's been a season to 
forget for the former Boston College star who won 33 games 
last season. A year ago, he sported a 10.5 GSVA, only to 
see that slip to minus-11.2 this season. Now Demko is trying 
to recover from a lower-body injury in the latest chapter in 
what has become the collective multifaceted season from 
hell for the Canucks. 

Grade: D. Barring an unforeseen turnaround, the reality for 
the Canucks is looking ahead to next season and beyond. 
They've had chances to climb the standings -- such as when 
they were 16-15-3 on Dec. 27 -- only to then lose four of their 
next five games and be eight points out of the final wild-card 
spot. It appears that the future may be the priority for the 
Canucks, considering they are in contention for a lottery spot 
while examining the next course of action for their captain 
and pending UFA Bo Horvat. 

F grades 

Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 12-25-4 
Points pace: 56 
Preseason over/under: 80 

Class president: Troy Terry. He has continued to make 
progress after breaking out last season, tapping into why 
there were high expectations for him coming out of the 
University of Denver. He's on pace for a consecutive season 
of more than 66 points while averaging a career-high 20 
minutes of ice time per game. A pending restricted free 
agent, Terry is also having the sort of the year that shows 
why he remains such a big part of the Ducks' future plans. 

In danger of failing: Maxime Comtois. Let's stay with the 
Ducks' future. Comtois scored 16 goals and 33 points in 55 
games during the 2019-20 season. It was the sort of 
production that added more intrigue about what the Ducks 
could be going forward. Since then? He's scored only 11 
goals and 21 points in 81 games between this season and 
last season, while also seeing a decline in minutes since that 
2019-20 campaign. 

Grade: F. There are multiple examples of how this season 
has not gone to plan for the Ducks. But that does not mean 
it's totally lost. The fact they have pending UFAs in John 
Klingberg and Kevin Shattenkirk means they could receive 
assets before or on trade deadline day. And their current 
trajectory could also see them land what will be only their 
second top-three pick since 2006. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 10-25-4 
Points pace: 44.3 
Preseason over/under: 65.5 

Class president: Max Domi. He is having one of his strongest 
individual campaigns, which has a chance to benefit 
everyone involved. For Domi, a pending unrestricted free 
agent, he could use this season to cash in on his next deal. 
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As for the Blackhawks, it's possible they could parlay Domi's 
success into moving him at the trade deadline. 

In danger of failing: Petr Mrazek. Goaltending is one of a few 
items that has remained an issue for the Blackhawks in the 
midst of a difficult season. What's happened to Mrazek is at 
the heart of those problems. Mrazek has a 4.19 goals-
against average, a .878 save percentage and a minus-12.1 
goals-saved above expected, which is the third-poorest in 

the league among goals with at least 10 games, per Money 
Puck. 

Grade: F. But that depends upon the perspective. On one 
hand, they are on pace for one of the lowest point totals by a 
team in the salary-cap era. At the same time, they have the 
strongest odds to land the No. 1 pick and have a few 
pending UFAs who could potentially move at the deadline for 
even more draft capital. 

 
 

 
 

 

NHL Rewind: Sabres stay hot, Max Pacioretty finally makes Hurricanes debut  
Buffalo remains one of the NHL's most entertaining teams 
this year 

By Austin Nivison  

NHL fans got treated to some outstanding action last 
weekend as the Buffalo Sabres and New Jersey Devils won 
a couple of the best games of the entire 2022-23 season. 
Outside of those overtime thrillers, Max Pacioretty made his 
debut with the Carolina Hurricanes and Mitch Marner hit a 
major milestone. 

Let's take a look at some of the biggest highlights and 
storyline from around the NHL. 

Goal of the weekend: Lukas Reichel scores his first NHL 
goal in style 

The time has come for the Chicago Blackhawks to start 
giving their prospects more ice time. That's the case with 
Lukas Reichel, the No. 17 overall pick in the 2020 NHl Draft. 
Through three games this season, Reichel has already given 
the fan base something to cheer about. 

During Sunday's win over the Calgary Flames, Reichel 
recorded three points, including his first career goal. On that 
play, Reichel picked up a rebound, stuck the puck between 
his legs and flipped it past Jacob Markstrom. 

If there is one problem for Reichel here, it's a classic case of 
setting the bar too high for yourself. Now, people are going to 
expect some razzle dazzle every time he lights the lamp. 
Then again, Chicago will take goals in any form or fashion 
right now. 

Robbery of the weekend: Marc-Andre Fleury shows out in 
overtime 

We'll talk more about Saturday's game between the 
Minnesota Wild and Buffalo Sabres in a little bit, but Marc-
Andre Fleury put on an absolute show in overtime. He was 
under siege, but managed to stand tall for almost the entire 
extra frame. 

In a matter of seconds, Fleury tested the elasticity of his 
groin by doing the splits to take a goal away from Alex Tuch 
before denying Jeff Skinner on a breakaway. It was a vintage 
Fleury moment. 

Unfortunately for Fleury and the Wild, the Sabres eventually 
won the game with less than a minute on the clock in 
overtime. Regardless, Fleury did all he could do to give 
Minnesota a chance to win. 

Sabres, Wild treat fans to overtime thriller 

The Buffalo Sabres are one of the NHL's hottest fans right 
now, and their fans have embraced them. The atmosphere at 
KeyBank Center was electric for what was one of the most 
fun games of the 2022-23 season. 

Kirill Kaprizov gave the Wild a 2-1 lead in the second period, 
but that only started a surge from the Sabres. Buffalo scored 
three goals in quick succession, and that rally was capped 
off by a dart from Dylan Cozens that beat Fleury over the 
shoulder. 

Then it was Minnesota's turn to score three goals in a row, 
and Joel Erikkson Ek gave the Wild a third-period lead with a 
shot that looked an awful lot like Cozens' goal. 

With under three minutes left in regulation, Rasmus Dahlin 
cranked a one-timer underneath Fleury to tie the game. 
Fleury got some of the shot, but there was a little too much 
heat on it to keep him from stopping it entirely. 

In overtime, Fleury did everything he could do to steal the 
game for the Wild, but Victor Olofsson eventually ripped a 
shot by him to win the game and send Buffalo fans happy. 

Another overtime thriller: Devils-Rangers  

This clash between Metro Division rivals did not disappoint 
on Saturday. The Rangers opened up a multi-goal lead over 
their border rivals, but the Devils pulled off an incredible 
comeback in front of a lively atmosphere. 
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In the second period, Rangers defenseman Adam Fox 
executed a perfect drop pass to Julien Gauthier, who found 
the back of the net to give New York a 2-0 lead. 

Jack Hughes would get one back for the Devils, but Chris 
Kreider provided a quick answer for the Rangers to give 
them a 3-1 lead headed into the third period. 

Early in the final frame, it seemed like Igor Shesterkin simply 
would not allow New Jersey to get back into the game. But 
Jesper Bratt broke through with a power play goal to bring 
the Devils within one. Just a couple minutes later, Jack 
Hughes went to work as he rifled a rebound into the net to tie 
the score at 3-3. 

In overtime, Damon Severson got a 2-on-1 opportunity, and 
he was not looking to pass. Severson picked his spot 
underneath Shesterkin's blocker, and he hit it to win the 
game for the Devils. 

New Jersey has had a rough time getting its momentum 
back of late after that massive winning streak earlier in the 
season, but this victory should help with that. 

Max Pacioretty makes his Hurricanes debut 

Technically Pacioretty made his Carolina Hurricanes debut 
against the Nashville Predators on Thursday night, but he 
really arrived on Saturday. In case you forgot, Pacioretty was 
traded to Carolina in the offseason but suffered a torn 
Achilles tendon during a workout shortly thereafter. 

In Carolina's shootout loss to the Columbus Blue Jackets, 
Pacioretty got on the board in his second game with his new 
team. Coming in off the rush, Pacioretty fired a seeing-eye 
backhand shot that somehow got by Joonas Korpisalo. 

Later in the second period, Pacioretty squeezed a shot by 
Korpisalo to give the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead. 

The Hurricanes have already been one of the NHL's best 
teams this season, and now they add a high-end scorer like 
Pacioretty to their lineup. Pacioretty will bring more of a 
finishing touch to a team that already dominates possession 
and shot attempts. 

Mitch Marner hits 500 career points 

In the Toronto Maple Leafs' 4-1 win over the Detroit Red 
Wings, Mitch Marner hit a major milestone. At the ripe old 
age of 25, Marner hit 500 career points with a power play 
goal. 

The puck took a favorable hop off the lively boards at 
Scotiabank Arena and quickly deposited it into the back of 
the net. More known as one of the league's best distributors, 
it was Marner's 153rd career goal that pushed him to the 
500-point mark. 

Fittingly enough, Auston Matthews assisted on the goal, with 
some help from the boards. Matthews and Marner have been 
the Maple Leafs' foundation over the last few years, and the 
two have combined for countless goals in that time. 
Matthews fished the historic puck out of the net for Marner 
and got it to the trainer on the bench, but not before having 
some fun first. 

Just guys being dudes. You love to see it. 

Appointment viewing this week 

Stars at Rangers | Thursday, Jan. 12: The Stars have been 
one of the top teams in the Western Conference while the 
Rangers continue to climb back into the Metropolitan Division 
race. This Rangers team has won three of their last four and 
star power will really be on display in this one with a terrific 
goalie matchup. 

Kraken at Bruins | Thursday, Jan. 12: The Kraken have been 
absolute on fire as they're currently riding a five-game 
winning streak. However, this will be one of Seattle's biggest 
tests of the young season against Boston. After all, the 
Bruins recently reached the 30-win mark and became the 
second-fastest team to achieve that feat. 

Jets at Penguins | Friday, Jan. 13: After losing six straight, 
the Penguins recently got back into the win column with a 4-
1 win over the Coyotes. Meanwhile, the Jets are currently 
riding a five-game winning streak and recently got a huge 
boost with the return of forwards Nikolaj Ehlers and Blake 
Wheeler. 

Maple Leafs at Bruins | Saturday, Jan. 14: The Maple Leafs 
currently reside in second place in the Eastern Conference's 
Atlantic Division, but still trail the Bruins by 11 points. This is 
a big opportunity for Toronto to close some ground in the 
division race and a potential playoff preview. 

Oilers at Golden Knights | Saturday, Jan. 14: The Oilers took 
a big hit earlier this season when they lost Evander Kane 
due to injury. Edmonton certainly will be looking to climb 
back into the Pacific Division race against a Vegas team that 
has a Western Conference-leading 56 points. 
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Canes blow multi-goal lead, lose fourth in a row 
Despite a game where they scored two shorthanded goals, 
the Carolina Hurricanes found themselves on the losing end 
once again. 

By Ryan Henkel   

When it rains, it pours.  

After the franchise record 11-game winning and 17-game 
point streak, the Carolina Hurricanes have now found 
themselves on the losing end of four-straight after a 5-3 loss 
to the New Jersey Devils Tuesday night at PNC Arena. 

There aren’t going to be any easy wins to be had until the 
Canes put together a full team effort in all three zones of the 
ice and stop making those critical mental mistakes. 

In this one, it was the end of the second period. 

The game was in the Hurricanes’ grasp after a backbreaker, 
second shorthanded goal by Sebastian Aho late in the period 
had Carolina sitting pretty with a two-goal lead. 

But with under a minute to go in the period, New Jersey 
struck twice just 18 seconds apart to pull back into a tie with 
the Canes. 

“There were two good teams out there tonight,” Aho said. 
“They used their momentum pretty well and like I said, we I 
think we controlled this game pretty well until their second 
and third goal but there just needed to be a better response 
from us.” 

Dawson Mercer was just left unmarked as he powered to the 
front of the net for a stuff chance that ultimately went in off of 
Dylan Coghlan’s blade and then Coghlan tripped and fell to 
the ice, leaving Jesper Boqvist alone in front where he 
tucked the puck five-hole past Pyotr Kochetkov. 

It was an abysmal game for that third paring of Coghlan and 
Jalen Chatfield, but it was Coghlan who found himself as the 
one ultimately at fault each time. 

The game-winning goal also came with Coghlan on the ice 
as he got blown past by Mercer after being caught flatfooted 
at the blueline.  

With a healthy Calvin de Haan on the roster, one would think 
another lengthy benching for Coghlan is on the horizon. 
Even though the Hurricanes like to have that extra healthy 
body, it may be time to cut their losses with Coghlan. 

Despite the final score, the first 39 minutes of hockey were 
actually very good for Carolina. 

The Canes ended up on the score board first, despite being 
shorthanded, as a beautiful faceoff play by Martin Necas was 
capped off by Jesperi Kotkaniemi rifling it home  

The Hurricanes wound up with that offensive zone faceoff 
after a solid play by the penalty killing pair before Necas and 
Kotkaniemi. Teuvo Teravainen knocked a pass down at the 
line and Jesper Fast jumped onto the loose puck and raced it 
down the ice for a chance which Vitek Vanecek froze, setting 
up the ensuing faceoff. 

However, the first softie of the game was given up by 
Kochetkov not long after as a Jonas Siegenthaler, tough-
angle shot managed to squeak its way between his pad and 
the post, determined to be a good goal after video review. 

“I’m sure he’s down on himself,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour on Kochetkov. “He was playing great and then 
his injury took him out of lineup for a little bit and since he’s 
been back, he hasn’t had the same results. He’s a young kid 
and that’s human nature. I’m sure he wishes he could have 
one of those back, but this is big boy hockey and that’s how 
it goes.” 

The Hurricanes did manage to bounce back out to a lead as 
Max Pacioretty grabbed his third goal in as many games. 
Pacioretty finding a rhythm would be nice for the Hurricanes, 
however, to be fair, all three of his goals have come by way 
of fortunate bounces off of opponents. 

The Aho goal soon followed that one, with Tervainen again 
making a great shorthanded play on the give-and-go with 
Aho, but that was about as far as the good fortune would 
ride. 

If the Hurricanes want to claw their way out of this latest skid, 
they’re going to need that full team effort and start putting 
these mental mistakes behind them.  

“No one likes to lose four in a row,” said captain Jordan 
Staal. “It’s not great. It’s frustrating. I hope this group doesn’t 
think that they’re better than they are. We have to come back 
with a better, grittier effort and get back to the way we want 
to play and how we want to do things around here.” 

Obviously, a more consistent product in net wouldn’t hurt 
either, but the netminders are going to have to play their way 
out of their funks and that’s going to bring about its own 
levels of frustration regardless. 

Carolina will have a chance to turn it around with another 
visit to Columbus to take on the Blue Jackets Thursday night.
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Small improvements starting to pay off for the Chicago Wolves 

The Wolves won two of three games this past week.  

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 12-16-3-1, 28 points  

Goals/Game: 3.00 

Goals Against/Game: 4.00 

Shots/Game: 26.22 

Shots Against/Game: 32.38 

Power Play % (Rank): 16.8% (26th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 82.0% (13th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Malte Stromwall (24) 

Most Goals: Vasily Ponomarev (9) 

Most Assists: Stromwall (17) 

Next Game: Saturday, January 14 at Grand Rapids 

(stats as of January 9, 2023) 

The Chicago Wolves of the past ten games are drastically 
different from the Chicago Wolves of the first ten games of 
the season. In a constantly-shifting Central Division, that’s 
good news for the Wolves, who look to continue to gain 
points to close the gap between them and the Iowa Wild. 

Looking purely at the statistics, you’d be hard pressed to pick 
out too many significant differences aside from the power 
play, which finally has been experiencing some consistency 
in recent games. Everything else is roughly the same, or 
even slightly worse than the beginning of the season for the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ AHL affiliate. 

First 10 games:  

 Record: 4-5-1-0 

 Scoring: 31 goals for, 35 goals against 

 Power Play: 10.81%, 4 for 37 

 Penalty Kill: 83.78%, 31 for 37 

 Shots: 28.20/game for, 31.30/game against 

Last 10 games: 

 Record: 5-3-1-1 

 Scoring: 37 goals for, 39 goals against 

 Power Play: 30.30%, 10 for 33 

 Penalty Kill: 82.03%, 32 for 40 

 Shots: 24.20/game for, 31.20/game against 

So what’s changed?  

Coach Brock Sheahan looks first to the roster for an 
explanation. “We’re getting healthy, that’s part of it,” he said 
after the Wolves’ win over the Cleveland Monsters this 

weekend. “I think that a lot of our younger guys are starting 
to understand how we need to play all the time. [...] Those 
two things combined, you start to see a much more 
connected group out there and the game being pushed in 
our favor more as opposed to a month ago when we were 
really struggling.” 

The eye test backs up Sheahan’s perspective, too, even if 
the basic numbers don’t. The team does look more 
connected — there’s fewer shifts where every player looks 
like he’s in his own game. Skaters are using each other 
more, trusting their teammates to continue a play or take a 
shot. The miscommunications that plagued the Wolves early 
in the season aren’t gone entirely but players miss 
assignments or cover the wrong opponents with much less 
frequency. Even the body language of the players looks 
more confident on and off the ice.  

Some of the more advanced stats point to what continues to 
ail the Wolves, and that’s defense and goaltending. The 
Wolves currently allow an average of 3.04 goals at even 
strength, the most of all teams in the league. Their even 
strength save percentage is 89.1%, also the lowest in the 
league. They are near the bottom of the league in terms of 
shots taken (only San Diego takes fewer), and only barely 
miss out on allowing the most shots against (San Diego and 
Providence allow more). (All those stats come courtesy Sean 
O’Brien’s analytics.)  

But shooting is improving and the power play has done the 
work to begin to look at least slightly more respectable. While 
it’s still somewhat of a longshot (O’Brien’s model gives the 
Wolves just a 15.3% chance of making the playoffs), with the 
expanded playoff format in the AHL, it’s easy to see the 
Wolves continuing to get healthy and making a push at the 
end of the season. Particularly if Pyotr Kochetkov ever 
returns from the NHL, it’s maybe not as far fetched as it 
seems.  

Game 30: Chicago Wolves 5, Iowa Wild 2 

Scoring: Josh Melnick, 1 G, 1 A; Brendan Perlini, 1 G; Ryan 
Suzuki, 1 G; Alexander Pashin, 1 G; Noel Gunler, 1 G; 
William Lagesson, 2 A; Malte Stromwall, 1 A; Alex Green, 1 
A; Jack Drury, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 1 A 

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 27 of 29, 0.931 sv%  

Game 31: Chicago Wolves 2, Cleveland Monsters 5 

Scoring: Jack Drury, 1 G; Nathan Sucese, 1 G; Logan 
Lambdin, 1 A; Anttoni Honka, 1 A; Ryan Suzuki, 1 A; Max 
Lajoie, 1 A 

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 25 of 29, 0.862 sv%  

Game 32: Chicago Wolves 4, Cleveland Monsters 1 

Perhaps the most important goal of all: William Lagesson’s 
opening goal sent stuffed toys flying for Teddy Bear Toss 
Night.  

Scoring: Jack Drury, 1 G, 1 A; William Lagesson, 1 G, 1 A; 
Josh Melnick, 2 A; Vasily Ponomarev, 1 A; Malte Stromwall, 
1 A; Tuukka Tieksola, 1 A; Zack Hayes, 1 G; Ryan Suzuki, 1 
G; 
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Hurricanes give up four-goal run, blow lead en route to 5-3 loss against Devils  
By Sam Overton 

The Carolina Hurricanes fell to the New Jersey Devils 5-3 in 
a disappointing midseason match on Tuesday, Jan. 10 at 
PNC Arena. 

The loss marks the Hurricanes’ fourth-straight since 
snapping their 11-game win streak in New York on Jan. 3. 
With it, head coach Rod Brind’Amour and his team face a 
serious need for rehabilitation ahead of their upcoming inter-
conference matchups against the Columbus Blue Jackets 
and Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Although the loss can mostly be accredited to a shocking 
second-period comeback from the Devils, Carolina’s play 
went downhill after the first frame. A shorthanded goal from 
center Jesperi Kotkaniemi amid a well-played period from the 
Hurricanes gave reason for hope. 

A 3-1 lead late in the second frame for the home team was 
pretty convincing, but goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov and 
Carolina’s defensive unit let two goals slip in 18 seconds, 
effectively shutting down any momentum the Canes had 
heading into the final period. After that shocking one-two 

punch from New Jersey to tie things up, the Hurricanes put 
up a measly four shots on goal in the third frame. 

“That last minute killed us, there was no doubt, but we didn’t 
respond in the third,” Brind’Amour said. “It was a great two 
periods — playing a really, really good team and I felt like we 
just didn’t get anything out of it… I don’t know if we even had 
a really good scoring chance in the third.” 

Carolina was rusty all around — from Kochetkov’s spotty 
performance, to defenseman Dylan Coghlan’s slip-ups, to an 
empty-net goal in the last minute to really add insult to injury, 
Brind’Amour’s crew just didn’t look good after a strong first-
frame showing. Granted, there were some questionable calls 
in New Jersey’s favor from time to time, but you can’t blame 
a four-goal run on poor officiating. 

“We’ve done a better job responding to stuff like that than we 
did in that third,” said center Jordan Staal. “We had a chance 
to get back in the game and win, and we kind of fell flat in 
that third period.” 

The Hurricanes will look to their next game on Thursday, 
Jan. 12 against the Columbus Blue Jackets as a potential 
comeback match. Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article270992077.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article270962092.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/devils-quick-strike-offense-extends-hurricanes-winless-streak-to-4-games/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/hurricanes-hit-the-mark-miss-others-at-midway-point/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-drop-fourth-straight-with-loss-to-devils/c-339767838 

https://www.nhl.com/news/new-jersey-devils-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-339528278 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-wear-raleigh-icecaps-warmup-jerseys/c-339771614 

https://apnews.com/article/sports-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-hockey-dawson-mercer-max-pacioretty-0437b862aaa6b8e596869554a09350ba 
https://apnews.com/article/sports-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-hockey-boone-jenner-columbus-ef66e8893fd24aaa84e8f061a35996b4 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/insider/story/_/id/35412416/mid-season-grades-every-nhl-team-2022-23 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-rewind-sabres-stay-hot-max-pacioretty-finally-makes-hurricanes-debut/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/10/23549517/carolina-hurricanes-blow-lead-lose-fourth-in-a-row-new-jersey-devils-pacioretty-kotkaniemi-aho 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/11/23548387/small-improvements-starting-to-pay-off-for-the-chicago-wolves-ahl 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-give-up-four-goal-run-blow-lead-en-route-to-5-3-loss-against/article_4f5e4daa-9161-11ed-91a1-
d794173ed992.html 
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Are Hurricanes, Devils back on playoff collision course, 14 years after the 
last one? 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

JANUARY 10, 2023 10:43 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

Fourteen years is too long. 

There was a time, an epoch ago, when the Carolina Hurricanes and New 
Jersey Devils seemed destined to collide in the playoffs, year after year 
after year. Then, the Hurricanes faded from relevance and as they 
returned the Devils did the same, and never the twain shall meet. 

But based on the way the Metropolitan Division and Eastern Conference 
are shaking out this season, there are pretty good odds that time has 
come again. 

And based on the way their games have gone this season, there are 
equally good odds that a Canes-Devils series would be as much fun as it 
ever was. Maybe even more. 

Tuesday night was a disaster for the Hurricanes, who led by two goals 
going into the final minute of the second period and ended up losing 5-3. 
But it was an entertaining disaster, full of wild momentum swings, a pair 
of short-handed goals, a controversial winner — replays showed Dawson 
Mercer’s breakaway was sprung by a high stick, but the officials missed it 
and it’s not a challengable play outside the offensive zone — and an epic 
collapse by the Hurricanes’ third defensive pairing of Jalen Chatfield and 
Dylan Coghlan. 

Pyotr Kotchetkov was poor as well, and while the rookie helped carry the 
Hurricanes through their winning streak, he clearly needs some time in 
the AHL to recalibrate. Frederik Andersen, who has been practicing for 
more than a month, can’t return soon enough — and could as soon as 
Thursday, although the weekend appears more likely. 

Tuesday’s wild loss came on the heels of their last meeting with the 
Devils in Newark nine days ago, in which the Hurricanes were up 2-1 and 
3-2, fell behind 4-3 late and ended up winning in a shootout. That win 
extended the Hurricanes’ winning streak to 11. They have a new streak 
now, 0-3-1 since then. 

Nevertheless, they remain ahead in the Metro at the halfway point, and 
while all of that will remain in flux, enough of the conference picture has 
hardened into place to put these teams on a postseason collision course. 
It appears safe to assume at this point that both wild cards will come from 
the Metro, which means the Hurricanes, even if they were to somehow 
catch the Boston Bruins, will start the postseason within the division. 

It’s more or less even odds among the Devils, New York Rangers, 
Washington Capitals or the Pittsburgh Penguins, because any of those 

teams could finish anywhere from first to fifth, and the New York 
Islanders still have a chance to shove their way into the picture. 

“We know how good everybody is in the division,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Tuesday morning. “The standings, I’ve told you before, 
we don’t really look at it. Maybe we’ll start when it gets down to the nitty-
gritty. But 20 games from now everything could be turned upside down 
anyway.” 

It just feels, though, like these teams will meet again, and not just in 
March. There’s a little steam in the kettle, and not just because Erik 
Haula is on the Devils’ roster. Miles Wood, born (albeit not raised) in 
Buffalo, was as surly as a typical Sabres fan at PNC on Tuesday, 
throwing his weight around and trying to perform some impromptu dental 
work on Coghlan with his stick. He didn’t draw blood, but there’s a little 
bad blood boiling. 

And given the Devils’ offensive talent — Jack Hughes was held without a 
goal Tuesday, a rarity — and their willingness to gamble on the attack, a 
predilection they share with the Hurricanes, these teams tend to default 
to drama. Should they end up playing together in the postseason, there’s 
every reason to expect things to be bonkers in a way they aren’t against 
the Bruins or Rangers. 

They were in 2009, a playoff series between teams with very different 
personalities than they have now. They were in 2006, when the 
Hurricanes got into Martin Brodeur’s kitchen and cooked a full meal. 
They were in 2002, when the Hurricanes got revenge for 2001, and they 
were in 2001 when Scott Stevens knocked out half the Carolina roster in 
a series that, despite the loss, changed the course of the Hurricanes 
franchise forever. 

The Hurricanes and Devils might have more than one game left in them 
this season. Let’s hope so. 
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Hurricanes stumble, blow two-goal lead against division foe New Jersey 
in 5-3 loss 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JANUARY 10, 2023 10:34 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

The Carolina Hurricanes reached the halfway point in their season 
Tuesday. 

The Canes also reached it with a 5-3 loss to the New Jersey Devils in a 
Metropolitan Division game at PNC Arena that extended Carolina’s 
winless streak to four games. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 11, 2023 

 

It was a game in which the Canes (25-9-7) got another goal from Max 
Pacioretty — his third in three games — and two shorthanded goals, 
from Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Sebastian Aho. Often, that would be 
enough to win. 

But the Devils (26-12-3) scored twice in 18 seconds late in the second 
period to tie the score, then surged ahead at 8:53 of the third as forward 
Dawson Mercer scored his second goal of the game. Nico Hischier was 
awarded an empty-net goal in the final minute after a penalty against 
Jordan Staal. 

Goaltender Vitek Vanecek took it from there, earning his 16th win of the 
season with 25 saves. Canes goalie Pyotr Kochetkov took the loss, his 
third in a row, and allowed some leaky goals 

What was a Hurricanes slip now has become Hurricanes’ 0-3-1 skid as 
the Devils, 15-2-1 on the road this season, moved within two points of 
Carolina’s Metro lead. 

“No one likes four in a row,” Staal said. “It’s not great. It’s frustrating. We 
have to come back with a better, gritty effort and get back to the way we 
want to play.” 

In the past week, the Canes have lost a game to Nashville despite 
getting 67 shots, lost to the last-place team in the division in Columbus, 
then lost to the Devils after scoring twice shorthanded and having a two-
goal lead. 

The Canes seemingly had Tuesday’s game under control after Aho’s 
shorthanded strike in the second period. They had a 3-1 lead, the crowd 
was loud and the Devils in a hole. 

Then, in 18 seconds, the Devils were out of the hole and the score tied. 

In the final minute of the period, Mercer came out from behind the Canes 
net and poked the puck through Kochetkov’s pads with 52 seconds left in 
the period. 

Moments later, forward Jesper Boqvist did the same after a give-and-go 
with Mercer, the twosome again beating the Canes’ defensive pairing of 
Jalen Chatfield and Dylan Coghlan, who had a rough night. 

“That last minute killed us, no doubt,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “We didn’t respond in the third but we didn’t get enough out of the 
first two periods where we played really well. They got those two and it 
basically washed away a real good effort and then they had a better 
period than us in the third.” 

The Canes’ first shorthanded goal gave Carolina a 1-0 lead. Martin 
Necas both won a faceoff in the Devils’ zone, controlled the puck and got 
it to Kotkaniemi for a quick shot and his seventh of the season. 

Aho’s second “shortie” of the season against New Jersey came with 2:26 
left in the second after Jordan Martinook was called for high-sticking. 
Brett Pesce got the puck to Aho, Teuvo Teravainen filled the left wing 
and set up Aho for his 13th goal of the season. 

“It was a pretty good job by us until that,” Aho said. “Two quick ones at 
the end of the second maybe were unfortunate bounces, but the third 
period wasn’t our best. We didn’t respond enough on their push.” 

The Devils’ first goal of the game came in the first period on another shot 
that Kochetkov should have, but did not stop. Jonas Siegenthaler got off 
a tight-angle shot, the puck hitting Kochetkov’s right pad and slipping 
past the post. 

Before New Jersey’s two quickie scores, the Devils twice had attempts 
hit the post — Jack Hughes and Jesper Bratt with the near-misses. 

The Canes also had their chances. After the Devils tied it in the second, 
Carolina got off a flurry of shots in the final monents of the period against 
Vanecek. 

Pacioretty’s goal came after he collected a puck hard off the end boards 
behind the New Jersey net and chipped it up, off the Devils’ Yegor 
Sharangovich and past Vanecek. 

“Another goal-scorer’s goal from him and it was good to see,” Staal said. 

The Devils’ Hughes had a five-game goal streak come to an end. The 
dynamic forward had scored eight goals in the five games. 
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‘He does it all’: Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho, new linemate Max Pacioretty 
get along fine 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JANUARY 10, 2023 6:10 AM 

 

RALEIGH 

Sebastian Aho had a goal and assist the last time the Carolina 
Hurricanes faced off against the New Jersey Devils. 

That was on New Year’s Day, the Canes coming away with a 5-4 
shootout win on the road. For Aho, it was a good way to start a new year: 
The Canes center stole the puck and converted a gaffe by Devils goalie 
Mackenzie Blackwood for a shorthanded goal. 

The Hurricanes and Devils go at it again Tuesday at PNC Arena, 
Carolina (25-8-7) holding a four-point lead over New Jersey (25-12-3) at 
the top of the Metropolitan Division, despite an 0-2-1 slide. 

Aho has acquired a new linemate since the last New Jersey game: Max 
Pacioretty. 

Pacioretty, recovered from a preseason Achilles tear, made his 
Hurricanes debut last week against Nashville. He then started on Aho’s 
line Saturday, scoring twice — the second on a power play — in the 
Canes’ shootout road loss to Columbus. 

First impressions of the new guy? 

“Very strong on the puck, big body out there, plays the game pretty 
simple and straight away,” Aho said Monday of the veteran forward. 
“He’s easy to read off. He has a heavy shot, so it’s my job to find him and 
let him use that shot. He wins a lot of battles out there, goes to the net 
hard, forechecks. He does it all.” 

The two saw a lot of each other in late December. Aho missed seven 
games with a lower-body injury and Pacioretty was continuing his rehab. 
The two skated together at times while Aho was sidelined and sat 
together watching the Canes play games. 

When the Canes and Devils first played this season, on Dec. 20 at PNC 
Arena, Aho was an antsy observer from high above as the Hurricanes 
won 4-1, despite being outshot 38-20. 

“I was biting my nails, you know,” Aho said, smiling. 

“It’s so hard mentally. It hurt to watch. Especially up there. So high up, 
the game looks kind of slow and you would think, OK, there’s so much 
more time than there actually is. It wasn’t fun at all. I was anxious to get 
back.” 

Aho said his injury stemmed from an issue that he had been “playing 
through for a while” before he finally shut it down after the Dec. 6 road 
game against Anaheim. Those who know Aho, who burns to play and 
compete, knew it had to be pretty serious for him to come out of the 
lineup. 
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Before sitting down, Aho had scored in each of his past two games — 
including the game-winner against the Los Angeles Kings — and had 11 
goals and 27 points in 26 games for the season. 

“I thought he was playing phenomenal until he got taken out,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday. 

One consolation for Aho was the Canes getting on a heater and winning 
all seven games he missed. He rejoined the lineup Dec. 23 against 
Philadelphia, and said Monday he has had no further injury issues, 
though he’s not completely pleased with his play. 

The shorthanded goal against New Jersey has been his only goal. He 
has three assists, including one Saturday, and has a minus-4 plus/minus 
rating in the seven games. 

“Not the level I want,” Aho said. “I know I can be better. I know my line 
can be better. Power play can be better. All that stuff.” 

Aho had a solid-enough game Saturday in the loss at Columbus. 
Centering Pacioretty and Seth Jarvis, he had 22:37 in ice time, his 
highest total since being sidelined, and won nine of 12 faceoffs. Aho also 
assisted on Pacioretty’s power-play goal. 

“It hasn’t been awful, I wouldn’t say, but I know there’s an extra gear up 
there and it’s coming,” Aho said. “It’s coming for sure. For some reason 
it’s taken a little time after that little break for me to get it back to where it 
was and where I want to be. I’m working every single day to get it back to 
the level I want.” 
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Blue Jackets schooled again in 6-3 loss to Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

BRIAN HEDGER   The Columbus Dispatch 

 

TAMPA — It’s going to take a long time.  

The Blue Jackets have a lot of distance to make against elite teams like 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, which they learned once again Tuesday night 
in a 6-3 shellacking from a talent-laden, veteran team that nearly won the 
Stanley Cup a third straight time last year. Playing without 10 injured 
NHL regulars after defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov was ruled out at the 
morning skate, Columbus spoiled any shot to pull off an upset with a 
costly turnovers and penalties.  

“We’re learning the hard way,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. 
“Guys are trying and giving effort. We get back within a goal and then we 
give them penalties. So, you take two penalties against a group like that, 
they make you pay. So, that’s what happened.”  

Nikita Kucherov led the Lightning (25-13-1) with four points on two goals 
and two assist, recording three of those points while helping Tampa Bay 
go 3 for 4 on power plays. His only 5-on-5 point was a goal to open the 
scoring 1:40 into the game, which happened after he intercepted a bad 
pass by Jack Roslovic just inside the Lighting blue line for a rush the 
other way. 

Vladislav Namestnikov also benefited from a turnover by Blue jackets 
center Cole Sillinger just outside the Tampa Bay blue line midway 
through the second, putting the Lightning up 3-1 less than three minutes 
after Bayreuther’s goal pulled Columbus within a goal. It happened again 
in the third, when Berni’s goal cut it to 3-2 and was followed by 
Kucherov’s second goal to cap a power play 1:58 later. 

Brayden Point and Ross Colton blew it open six minutes later, scoring 
goals 1:26 apart for a 6-2 lead before Blue Jackets rookie Kirill 
Marchenko got one back with 3:26 left.  

“First and foremost, their power play’s lethal,” Bayreuther said. 
“Kucherov’s one of the best half-wall guys in the league. That being said, 
I think we gave up again. If guys get frustrated, it’s hard. It’s really hard to 
win in this league, clearly, but it’s very unfortunate.”  

This loss stung the Blue Jackets after they downed the Carolina 
Hurricanes 4-3 in a shootout Saturday at Nationwide Arena and played 
one of their most complete games in Sunday in a 1-0 loss to the 
Washington Capitals at Capital One Arena. Following an intense practice 
going into the Carolina game, Columbus took a couple small steps 
toward building a foundation with an injury-riddled roster filled with 
rookies all learning on the fly. 

What they learned Tuesday night was how steep of a climb they still have 
ahead.  

“The (previous) two games, the competitiveness went up, the focus and 
detail went up, the ‘doing it in fives’ went up,” Larsen said. “It’s going to 
take weeks and months. It’s not because we had one practice. It’s more 
of a focus and a mind-set, and we’re going to be harping on this right to 
the end of the year.”  

Next is a rematch with the Hurricanes on Thursday at Nationwide Arena, 
facing a team that will be out for revenge after they dominated the stat 
sheet in most categories this past weekend. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Tampa Bay Lightning takeaways 

Larsen calls for more from Gaudreau  

It’s tough to find fault with Johnny Gaudreau during this rocky, 
tumultuous season. 

He chose to join the Blue Jackets as an unrestricted free agent. He’s 
signed for six more years at $9.75 million a season, is co-leading the 
team in goals (11) and leads the team outright with 27 assists and 38 
points in 40 games.  

On the other hand, his effectiveness has wanted over a stretch that’s 
approaching 20 games and his ice time has stayed well below the 20-
minute threshold in the past six — including a season-low 14:35 on 15 
shifts against the Lightning. 

Technically, he’s still the left wing on the top line. His minutes and that 
line's usage say otherwise, which Larsen was asked about Tuesday 
night. Specifically, Larsen was asked whether the drop in Gaudreau’s ice 
time was related to playing with rookie Kent Johnson filling at center the 
past 10 games for captain Boone Jenner (fractured thumb). 

“No, it’s not his center,” Larsen said. “There’s better in him, you know 
what I mean? He’s wearing an ‘A.’ He’s a leader. It doesn’t matter who 
you’re playing with. We’re missing 10 NHL guys, so whoever’s on the ice, 
you’ve got to give it.” 

Gaudreau played four shifts in the third period against the Lightning and 
sat about four minutes between the third and fourth. According to Natural 
Stat Trick, the line of Gaudreau, Johnson and Emil Bemstrom logged 
8:58 of 5-on-5 together and finished with advantages in attempts (10-8), 
scoring chances (5-3), high-danger chances (2-1), rush attempts (1-0), 
rebound attempts (1-0) and expected goals-for percentage (66.1%).   

The only category they didn’t top was shots, which were 6-3 in favor of 
the Lighting during their shifts. It's a situation that bears watching the next 
few games. 

Bayreuther pulls no punches  

Prior to speaking with reporters Tuesday night, Bayreuther sat at his 
locker stall with a dejected look of frustration on his face. He then spoke 
aloud what fans and others have also noticed about this team through 
nearly half a season. 
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They often crumble when the going gets rough. 

“Kucherov’s one of the best half-wall guys in the league,” he said, 
referring to Tampa Bay torching the Blue Jackets for three power-play 
goals. “That being said, I think we gave up again. If guys get frustrated, 
it’s hard. It’s really hard to win in this league, clearly, but it’s very 
unfortunate.”  

That was a clear reference to the Jackets not having the gumption to stay 
close despite twice pulling within a goal, once on Bayreuther’s goal in the 
second and again following Berni’s tally in the third.  

Sillinger’s turnover led to the first deflating goal, scored 3:21 after 
Bayreuther scored, and penalties in the third by Merzlikins (delay of 
game) and Gaudreau (hooking) lessened the meaning of Berni’s first 
NHL goal and point. Colton also added a cherry on top for the Lightning, 
making it 6-2 just 1:26 later.  

“I think the more things are struggling, the more we’re getting frustrated,” 
Bayreuther said. “Unfortunately, that’s not the way things are going to 
work to get out of this hole. We’ve got to stay positive. We’ve got to come 
together and make sure we’re coming together to be a very good, healthy 
team before anything happens.”  

Berni continues to impress 

This was only the 17th NHL game of Berni’s career and he wouldn’t even 
be in Columbus had defensemen Zach Werenski, Jake Bean and Nick 
Blankenburg not been sidelined by long-term injuries ― including 
season-ending shoulder surgeries for the first two.  

Berni, a sixth-round pick in 2018 (159th overall), is savoring the 
opportunity. He's also catching the attention of Larsen and the coaching 
staff with his calmness under duress. That’s why Berni is currently locked 
into the second defense pairing alongside veteran Erik Gudbranson and 
beginning to show some offensive upside.  

“I would lie if I would say it’s easy, but I definitely enjoy it,” Berni said. “It’s 
the greatest challenge I can have in my career right now, so I’m enjoying 
every bit of it and I feel very grateful to get the trust to be out here.”  

Columbus Blue Jackets at Tampa Bay Lightning notes 

— Kucherov’s three-point game (two goals) upped his career stat line 
against the Blue Jackets to 13 goals, 22 assists and 35 points in just 24 
games. His final assist was a primary helper on Point’s goal to make it 5-
2 and increase his career numbers against the Blue Jackets to 13-14-27 
in 23 games.  

— Rookie forward Carson Meyer left in the second with an upper-body 
injury and didn’t return. Meyer left after his second shift in that period, 
skating just 6:54 over eight shifts. Larsen filled the vacancy by double 
shifting Bemstrom into Meyer's spot on a line with Marchenko and 
Sillinger. 

— Prior to the morning skate, the Blue Jackets announced that goalie 
Joonas Korpisalo was unavailable due to a personal reason. It was soon 
revealed that his reason was an early return to Columbus to join his wife 
for the birth of their first child. Rookie goalie Daniil Tarasov (upper body) 
was moved to injured reserve and rookie Jet Greaves was recalled on 
emergency basis from the Cleveland Monsters for the fourth time this 
season.  

 — Gavrikov participated in the morning skate in his usual spot on the top 
pairing, but Larsen announced afterward that he was out with an upper-
body injury. It's some sort of left hand/wrist issue that happened Sunday 
in Washington, when Gavrikov left the game for a stretch after taking hit 
from Capitals forward Tom Wilson. He returned to finish the game, but it 
appears the Blue Jackets have a 10th injury situation to weather. 

— Blankenburg missed another game while continuing to wrap up his 
recovery from a fractured ankle/high ankle sprain Nov. 10 against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. He missed his 27th consecutive game, but is 
believed to be “day-to-day” and nearing a return. Forward Eric Robinson 

missed his fourth straight game with an upper-body injury that occurred 
Jan. 3 in Ottawa. He’s also “day-to-day.” 
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Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen docks Johnny Gaudreau’s ice time in 
latest loss 

 

By Aaron Portzline 

 

For the first three months of this season, the hard-skating, point-a-game 
production of left winger Johnny Gaudreau was just about the only part of 
the plan that was going was going according to the script for the Blue 
Jackets. 

But now, even Gaudreau, the club’s big free-agent signing over the 
summer, has fallen on hard times. 

The Blue Jackets, though badly outplayed, somehow stayed within 
sniffing distance of the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday until the early 
stages of the third period when the roof collapsed under ill-timed 
penalties. 

The Lightning, who scored three power-play goals and swept the three-
game season series, won 6-3 in Amalie Arena thanks to a four-point 
night from modern-day Jackets-killer Nikita Kucherov, who had two goals 
and two assists. 

It was another loss in a season that’s already full of them for Columbus, 
but there was a wrinkle in the ice time — as doled out by Blue Jackets 
coach Brad Larsen — that will most certainly raise eyebrows. 

Gaudreau played a season-low 14 minutes and 35 seconds, drawing 
only four shifts in the third period. His 3:37 of ice time in the third period 
— he went only five minutes between his penultimate and final shift — 
was the lowest on the club. 

“There’s better in him, you know what I mean?” Larsen told reporters in 
Florida. “He’s a leader. It doesn’t matter who you’re playing with. We’re 
missing 10 NHL guys (from the lineup), so whoever it (is) on the ice, you 
have to give it.” 

Other than Carson Meyer, who left the game with an upper-body injury, 
the only player who played fewer shifts than Gaudreau (15) was second-
year center Cole Sillinger (14). 

For the third time in seven games, Gaudreau was held without a shot on 
goal. In the 13 games since center Boone Jenner suffered a broken 
thumb — the two played together from the start of the season — 
Gaudreau has 1-6-7 with a minus-12 rating. 

The loss was the Blue Jackets’ 10th straight in regulation on the road, a 
new franchise record. The all-time franchise mark for being winless on 
the road (losses plus overtime and shootout losses) is 14, set during the 
2002-03 season. 

The Blue Jackets nearly got blown out of the rink in the first period. 
Tampa Bay scored only 100 seconds into the game when Jack Roslovic 
turned over the puck on one end of the ice and blew a defensive 
assignment on the other, allowing Kucherov an easy tip at net front. 

“I feel like they’re one of the better teams in the league in making you pay 
for mistakes,” Larsen said. “They’re really good at that. 

“I’ve said it before: they score easy. That’s not disrespect, either, that’s 
saying they know how to take a turnover and make you pay for it. Puck 
management is always paramount against them.” 
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It was 2-0 by the end of the second, with Tampa Bay churning up 21 
shots on goal against an exhausted Blue Jackets starter, Elvis Merzlikins. 

The Blue Jackets started to hang around in the second period, though, 
winning more puck battles and playing smarter with the puck. When 
Gavin Bayreuther scored at 7:04 of the second, they had new life, down 
2-1. 

An absolutely beauty for your first NHL tally  @TBerni21 
pic.twitter.com/D5Z9cQJi0o 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) January 11, 2023 

Here’s something else Tampa Bay does well, though: score “answer” 
goals. Each time the Blue Jackets got within a goal, the Lightning 
responded, quickly, before any measure of confidence could build on the 
Columbus bench. 

Only 3:21 after Bayreuther’s goal, Tampa Bay’s Vladislav Namestnikov 
scored to make it 3-1. 

When Blue Jackets’ rookie defensemen Tim Berni scored the first goal of 
his NHL career to make it 3-2 at 4:35 of the third, Kucherov scored a 
power-play goal only 1:58 later to make it 4-2. 

Merzlikins, coming off his best outing of the season on Sunday in 
Washington, D.C., played quite well in the first two periods for the Blue 
Jackets — but he was a part of his own unraveling. His delay-of-game 
penalty at 6:22 of the third put the Lightning on the power play before 
Kucherov scored. 

It took only 11 seconds. In 24 career regular-season games vs. 
Columbus, Kucherov has 13 goals and 22 assists. 

From there, Tampa played pile-on. Brayden Point scored a power-play 
goal at 12:22 and Ross Colton scored just 1:26 later to make it 6-2. 

“You get to 3-2 and you’re feeling good,” Larsen said. “But then, yeah, 
that’s what happens and now you’re down two, down three real quick.” 

The Blue Jackets’ final tally was by Kirill Marchenko, who has nine goals 
in 17 games but can’t get off the fourth line. He played only 13:13 on 
Tuesday and has seen limited ice time since scoring his first NHL hat 
trick on Saturday vs. Carolina. 

After the game, Bayreuther, speaking to Bally Sports Ohio’s Dave 
Maetzold, said the Blue Jackets “gave up again” during the final stretch 
of the game on Tuesday. 

“First and foremost, (Tampa Bay’s) power play is lethal,” Bayreuther said. 
“Kucherov is one of the best half-wall guys in the league. 

“That being said, I think we gave up again. Guys get frustrated. It’s hard. 
It’s really hard to win in this league, clearly. But it’s very unfortunate.” 
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Penguins rebound to win thanks to reserve goaltender Dustin Tokarski 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

 

Streaks have been the defining characteristic of the Pittsburgh Penguins’ 
2022-23 season as they approach the midway point of the campaign. 

A 4-0-1 start was immediately followed by a seven-game skid in late 
October and early November. 

Then, gains from a seven-game winning streak in early December were 
largely washed out by a six-game losing streak later in the month that 
extended into January. 

“When you look at the (season) a whole, it’s been a little bit of a roller 
coaster ride,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. “We started off really 
strong, then we lose a bunch in a row, then we win a bunch in a row, 
then we lose a few. I believe that this team is capable of more consistent 
play and more consistent performance.” 

Tuesday’s 5-4 win against the Vancouver Canucks at PPG Paints Arena 
— the 40th game of the Penguins’ season — was about as consistent as 
a snowbank on the shoulder of Interstate 70 perforated with rock salt. 

In August. 

That’s to say it was sloppy, undisciplined, full of penalties and offered 
little in the way of structure. And the quality of goaltending was exactly 
what one might expect from a pair of backups — Casey DeSmith of the 
Penguins and Spencer Martin of the Canucks — who opened the contest 
in place of injured All-Star starters, Tristan Jarry and Thatcher Demko, 
respectively. 

All of those factors led to the kind of entertaining offensive affair that 
entices specators but enrages coaches. 

And much of it was orchestrated by an unlikely hero in reserve 
goaltender Dustin Tokarski, who recorded the victory in his debut with the 
Penguins, one week after he was recalled from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of 
the American Hockey League. 

“A little nervous but good nervous,” said Tokarski, who last played an 
NHL game in April as a member of the Buffalo Sabres. “It’s fun to get into 
the game and help out.” 

The Penguins needed a lot of help after the Canucks went up by a field 
goal as they scored the contest’s first three goals within the first 7:05 of 
regulation. 

Forward Conor Garland’s seventh goal of the season was the lid lifter at 
4:46 of the first period. Corralling a rebound in his own zone, Canucks 
defenseman Quinn Hughes fed a simple backhand pass up ice to 
Garland, who skated the puck from his own blue line into the Penguins’ 
zone up the left wing. Fending off a backcheck by Penguins forward 
Danton Heinen, Garland took advantage of poor positioning at the 
offensive blue line by rookie defenseman P.O Joseph and surged 
towards the net with little resistance. From just inside the left dot, Garland 
went backhand to forehand and elevated a far-side wrister over 
DeSmith’s left shoulder. Hughes and defenseman Luke Schenn had 
assists. 

It became a two-goal contest at 6:40 of the first period. Gaining the 
offensive zone on the left wing, Canucks forward Ilya Mikheyev flung a 
wrister on net that DeSmith kicked out. Mikheyev followed up on the 
rebound and chipped it to the slot. After Canucks forward Bo Horvat and 
Penguins forward Rickard Rakell each made contact with the puck, 
Canucks forward Brock Boeser barged in, claimed possession, deked a 
few times and pitchforked a backhander over DeSmith’s right leg for his 
eighth goal. Horvat and Mikheyev netted assists. 

The visitors went up by three only 25 seconds later thanks to Hughes’ 
second goal of the campaign. After Canucks forward Elias Pettersson 
beat Penguins forward Sidney Crosby on a draw in the Penguins’ left 
circle, Schenn one-touched a forehand pass from the center point to 
Hughes at the left point. Surveying for a moment, Hughes chucked a 
pedestrian wrister through a forest of legs and sticks that clunked off the 
inside of DeSmith’s blocker and his left ribs before finding twine. Schenn 
and Pettersson tallied assists. 

DeSmith found himself on the bench after that goal. His night came to an 
end having made only two saves on five shots. 

The Penguins got on the scoreboard less than two minutes later thanks 
to a five-on-three power-play goal by forward Evgeni Malkin at the 8:57 
mark. 
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Accepting a pass at the left point of the offensive zone, Penguins 
defenseman Ty Smith slid a smooth pass to the right circle into Malkin’s 
wheelhouse. Teeing up a one-timer, Malkin claimed his 13th goal by 
cranking a shot that hit off of the lip of Martin’s glove then deflected off 
his left ribs and bounced into the cage. Smith and forward Bryan Rust 
registered assists. 

Crosby got in on the act with his 21st goal at the 14:25 mark. Controlling 
a puck in the left circle of the offensive zone, Crosby deftly fed a pass to 
defenseman Brian Dumoulin. Settling things for a moment, Dumoulin 
allowed the offensive zone to open up and fed it back to Crosby, who 
deflected the puck with the front of his stick blade from just below the left 
hashmarks past a poke check attempt by Canucks defenseman Tyler 
Myers and Martin’s right skate. Assists went to Dumoulin and Rust. 

The score was tied 3-3 at 16:30 of the opening frame. After beating 
Pettersson on a draw in the Canucks’ left circle, Malkin got the puck to 
linemate Jason Zucker, positioned directly behind him. Adjusting to the 
bouncing puck, Zucker snapped off a wrister that clanked off the right 
post and deflected into the cage for his 10th goal. The only assist went to 
Malkin. 

“Obviously, tying it up before the end of the first (period) was nice,” 
Zucker said. “For us to come in (and) have 40 minutes left with a tie 
game was somewhere that we liked for our spot to be.” 

The Penguins needed only 7:58 of the second period to take their first 
lead during a four-on-four sequence. 

After Penguins defenseman Jan Rutta forced Mikheyev into a turnover in 
front of the home bench (despite losing his stick in the process), Malkin 
claimed possession and gained the offensive zone on the right wing with 
steam and left a drop pass for a trailing Zucker. That maneuver created a 
two-on-one rush against Canucks defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson, 
who was unable to deny Zucker’s backhand pass that set up Malkin’s 
one-touch forehand shot from the left of the crease. Zucker had the lone 
assist. 

“Zucker unbelievable,” Malkin said. “They have turnover, we go two-on-
one. I drop (the) puck to Zucker and I just go to (the) net, far post. I know 
he (can) pass (to) me across (the front of the crease).” 

Another power-play goal gave the Penguins’ a two-goal lead at 14:31 of 
the middle frame. After Tokarski made a desperate right toe save to deny 
Pettersson on a short-handed breakaway, the Penguins quickly 
transitioned to the attack and converted the man advantage. 

Following Penguins forward Jake Guentzel’s offensive zone entry on the 
right wing, he pulled up on the half wall and fed the puck back to Smith at 
the right point. From there, Smith dished a pass to above the left circle 
where Malkin golfed a slapper at the cage that struck Rakell, positioned 
to the left of the crease. With Martin unaware of the puck’s location, 
Rakell allowed it to drop to the ice and swept in an easy forehand shot for 
his 14th goal. Malkin and Smith netted assists. 

After going 0 for 21 with the power play in their previous four games, the 
Penguins were 2 for 5 with the man advantage on Tuesday. 

“I think it’s been kind of progressively building,” said Smith, who has been 
filling in on the top unit in place of defenseman Kris Letang, on a leave of 
absence following his father’s death on Dec. 31. “Obviously, tonight it 
kind of broke through. It’s definitely a good feeling to get a couple there 
and help us get the win.” 

The Canucks pulled back within one at 12:52 of the third thanks to 
defenseman Travis Dermott’s first goal. Taking a pass at the left point of 
the offensive zone, Ekman-Larsson backpedaled to center point and fired 
a wrister wide to the left of the cage. The puck hit off the end boards and 
deflected to the right of the crease where Dermott pursued it and cleaned 
up the rebound with a forehand shot past a scrambling Tokarski. Assists 
went to Ekman-Larsson and Boeser. 

In a game full of warts, that was the lone blemish on Tokarski, who made 
18 saves on 19 shots and got a win in his first NHL contest since April 
29. 

“I have all the confidence in the world in him,” said Smith, who played 
substantially alongside Tokarski with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton in the early 
portions of the season. “As soon as he went in there, it was something 
that it’s just kind of this feeling that he’s going to get the job done.” 

Notes: 

• Prior to the game, a moment of silence was held in recognition of 
Brackenridge police chief Justin McIntire, who was killed in the line of 
duty on Jan. 2. 

• T0karski even denied Canucks forward Andrei Kuzmenko on a wrister 
at 4:40 of the third period despite having lost his glove and stick on a 
goalmouth scramble: 

• Tokarski became the 57th goaltender to record a regular season win 
with the Penguins. He is now in a six-way tie for 52nd place on the 
franchise’s career goaltending wins list with Alain Chevrier, Philippe 
DeRouville, Louis Domingue, Maxime Lagace and Rich Parent. 

• Tokarski’s last NHL win came with the Sabres in a 3-2 home victory 
against the Chicago Blackhawks. He made 19 saves on 21 shots in that 
triumph. 

• Per Penguins historian Bob Grove, Tokarski became the third 
goaltender in franchise history to record a win in his debut with the team 
in a relief appearance. 

That feat was previously accomplished by John Curry in a 5-3 road win 
against the New York Islanders on Nov. 26, 2008 and Rob Holland in a 
4-1 road win against the Boston Bruins on Oct. 14, 1979. 

• Tokarski became the eighth player to wear No. 40 for the Penguins. His 
predecessors: 

Frank Pietrangelo, Patrick Lalime, Andy Chiodo, Alexander Pechurskiy, 
Nick Drazenovic, Maxim Lapierre, Oskar Sundqvist 

• Malkin (1,185 points) surpassed former forward Rod Brind’Amour 
(1,181) for 52nd place on the NHL’s career scoring list. 

• The Penguins’ scratches were Jarry, forward Ryan Poehling 
(undisclosed injury) and defenseman Mark Friedman. 

• Boeser continues to be a Penguins killer. In nine career games against 
the Penguins, he has 11 points (eight goals, three assists). 
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Penguins traveled to Montreal in support of grieving defenseman Kris 
Letang 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins had a day off Monday. At least with regard to 
their obligations as professional hockey players. 

Their obligations to a teammate — or brother, by the words of one of 
them — dictated otherwise. 

After their 4-1 road win against the Arizona Coyotes on Sunday that 
completed a three-game road trip, the Penguins did not fly home to 
Pittsburgh. 
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Instead, they trekked north of the border to Montreal and attended 
services for Claude Fouquet, the father of defenseman Kris Letang on 
Monday. 

“He’s an older guy, an older brother and a mentor for a lot of young 
guys,” rookie defenseman P.O Joseph said. “He’s been in this 
organization for a long time, so I think it was the least we could do to 
(pay) it back for everything that he did for us and everything that he’s still 
doing for us. It was a no-brainer for us, and we’re all happy to be there 
for him.” 

Letang has been on a leave of absence from the team since at least Jan. 
2. Officially, he has been designated as “non roster” as he attends to his 
family in Montreal. No timetable for a return to action has been 
determined for Letang, who also was dealing with an undisclosed injury 
at the time of his father’s death. 

Even if he is physically elsewhere, Letang’s presence remains with his 
teammates. 

“We are a family in here,” defenseman Marcus Pettersson said. “I think 
we wanted to show that. It’s been a tough stretch for him there. He 
knows that we’re fully behind him and everything like that. His family, too. 
It was good for us to go there and see the wake and see their family and 
show support.” 

To a man, the members of the Penguins who spoke after an optional 
morning skate at PPG Paints Arena on Tuesday in advance of a home 
game against the Vancouver Canucks indicated the decision to visit 
Letang was automatic. 

But the details of making such a journey were hardly automatic, 
especially considering the Penguins were traveling from the other side of 
the continent and needed to have a team staffer travel from Pittsburgh 
with their passports — their three-game road trip was within the confines 
of the United States — in order to enter Canada. 

Add in other factors such as the cost of such a flight, lodging 
arrangements as well as transportation within Montreal, and it was a 
daunting logistical challenge. 

“There was a lot that went into it,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “There was 
some conversation when we were on the road with our leadership group 
and our players about potentially wanting to support (Letang) throughout 
this difficult time. And really, then it stemmed from there. We talked about 
a number of different scenarios and logistical challenges. We’re grateful 
that the Fenway Sports Group was 100% supportive of anything that the 
players wanted to do. We were able to work out some of the challenges. 
There were a fair amount of them, but we all felt strongly it was important 
to support (Letang) through such a difficult time.” 

The past seven weeks have been difficult for Letang who suffered a 
stroke Nov. 28 and was briefly hospitalized due to that ailment. 

Boosting the spirits of their teammate was paramount for the 
organization, even if it was far from convenient within the context of the 
schedule. 

“It’s tough to imagine what he’s going through,” forward Teddy Blueger 
said. “He’s had a tough last month or so. It was good that the schedule 
allowed it and we were able to make it happen. We were all really happy 
to be able to be there for him, as much as we could. It’s obviously tough 
to see him the way he was. Tough to imagine what he’s going through. 
Just being there was good. It was important for all of us. I don’t think it 
was much of a discussion. … I imagine as soon as it became a 
possibility, it wasn’t a question.” 

Notes: Goaltender Tristan Jarry worked out on the ice before the morning 
skate for the first time since he was injured Jan. 2. Sullivan labeled him 
as “day to day.” … Forward Josh Archibald (undisclosed, injured reserve) 
and Jeff Petry (suspected left arm, long-term injured reserve) worked out 
with Jarry as well. … Forward Ryan Poehling (undisclosed) worked out 
off the ice. 
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Injured Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry labeled as 'day to day' 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry worked out on the ice at 
PPG Paints Arena on Tuesday before his team’s optional morning skate 
in advance of a home contest against the Vancouver Canucks. 

It marked Jarry’s first action on the ice since he suffered a suspected 
right leg injury during a 2-1 road loss to the Boston Bruins on Jan. 2. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan offered something of an update on Jarry 
for the first time since the goaltender was injured. 

“(Jarry) skated this morning,” Sullivan said. “That’s the first time he’s 
been on the ice. Did well with the first skate. … From a status standpoint, 
I’m going to say he’s day to day. In saying that, I don’t think it’s imminent. 
He’s not longer term, let’s just say that.” 

A two-time All-Star, Jarry has appeared in 25 games this season and has 
a 15-5-4 record, a 2.75 goals against average, a .918 save percentage 
and one shutout. He has missed the past two games due to his injury. 

Notes: 

• Jarry was joined on the ice by forward Josh Archibald and defenseman 
Jeff Petry prior to the morning skate. 

Archibald, currently designated to injured reserve, has been sidelined for 
the past eight games due to an undisclosed ailment. He remains “day to 
day” according to Sullivan. 

As for Petry, he remains designated to long-term injured reserve due to a 
suspected left arm injury that has sidelined for the past 11 games. 

• Forward Ryan Poehling continues to rehabilitate an undisclosed malady 
off the ice. He has missed six of the past seven games. 

• Goaltender Casey DeSmith is expected to start for the Penguins on 
Tuesday. In 15 games this season, DeSmith has a 5-8-2 record, a 3.00 
goals against average and a .909 save percentage. 

DeSmith has played the Canucks in two games throughout his career 
and has a 1-0-1 record, a 1.49 goals against average, .945 save 
percentage and one shutout. 

• Defenseman Kris Letang remains in Montreal to attend to family 
following the death of his father, Claude Fouquet. 

• Those who attended the Penguins’ optional skate included: 

Forwards – Teddy Blueger, Jake Guentzel, Danton Heinen, Brock 
McGinn, Drew O’Connor, Rickard Rakell, Bryan Rust 

Defensemen – Mark Friedman, P.O Joseph, Marcus Pettersson, Chad 
Ruhwedel, Ty Smith 

Goaltenders – DeSmith, Dustin Tokarski 

• Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen has 199 career assists. 

• The Canucks are expected to start goaltender Spencer Martin. In 22 
games this season, Martin has an 11-8-1 record, a 3.67 goals against 
average and an .881 save percentage. 

On Oct. 28, Martin directed the Canucks to a 5-1 home win against the 
Penguins by making 34 saves on 35 shots. 

• Canucks forward Bo Horvat has 199 career goals. 
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• Canucks forward Tanner Person, a former member of the Penguins, is 
currently designated to injured reserve due to a hand injury. 
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Penguins rally from early 3-goal deficit to top Canucks in game with 
entertainment — and agitation 

 

Matt Vensel 

 

Was Tuesday’s 5-4 comeback win over the Vancouver Canucks fun or 
what? 

Well, that depends on whether you coach the Penguins or were pounding 
the glass at PPG Paints Arena when the home team reeled off five 
straight goals. 

Fans cheered as superstars scored, another leader landed a momentum-
building bodycheck, the power play finally connected and their third-string 
goalie came up large in relief to help the Penguins secure their second 
victory in a row. 

However, coach Mike Sullivan presumably was not thrilled about the run-
and-gun hockey they played for stretches, a few of their greedy 
giveaways, the poor play of starting goalie Casey DeSmith or that early 
3-0 hole they tumbled into. 

Still, after the win, which came a day after the whole team was in 
Montreal for the funeral for Kris Letang’s father, Sullivan chose to focus 
on the big picture. 

“I give our team a lot of credit. I’m proud of the group. It’s not easy to dig 
yourself out of a three-goal deficit, especially after ... a couple of real 
emotional days from a team standpoint,” Sullivan said. “I couldn’t be 
more proud of this group.” 

For better or worse, the Penguins in the win delivered wire-to-wire 
entertainment. 

The first period was a wild one, with six total goals scored by the two 
teams, seven odd-man rushes allowed, per Sportlogiq, and one abrupt 
goalie change. The Penguins had a strong opening push but quickly 
were staring at a 3-0 deficit, with DeSmith getting the hook after he gave 
up three goals on five shots. 

Conor Garland blew by Pierre-Olivier Joseph on the rush then snapped a 
shot over DeSmith’s glove 4:46 into the game. About two minutes later, 
Brock Boeser made it 2-0 after pouncing on a loose puck in front of 
DeSmith. Then Quinn Hughes’ long shot through a screen trickled 
through the goalie at the 7:05 mark. 

Sullivan instantly gestured to Dustin Tokarski, taking DeSmith out of the 
crease before the Canucks could pump another puck past him. DeSmith 
deserved at least a share of the blame for all three goals he coughed up 
Tuesday. And he has been sharp in just one of his three starts after 
Tristan Jarry was injured. 

The Penguins stuck with it and stormed back in the first period to tie the 
score. 

“Just going down 3-0 like that, we knew there was still a lot of hockey 
left,” Marcus Pettersson said. “I think our leadership group really stepped 
up tonight.” 

Evgeni Malkin overpowered Spencer Martin with a one-timer from the 
right circle, snapping a stretch of 24 straight power plays without a goal 
for Pittsburgh. Sidney Crosby converted a deft pass from Brian Dumoulin 
to pull them back within a goal. Then, after a Malkin faceoff win, Jason 
Zucker’s fluttering shot went in. 

That was the 10th goal of the season for Zucker, making it the first time 
that he hit double digits in a season with the Penguins. He also helped 
set the tone Tuesday in other ways, including his monster hit on Garland 
in the neutral zone during the first period and his assist on Malkin’s go-
ahead goal early in the second. 

“Honestly, I’m still trying to get better,” Zucker said. “My expectation for 
myself is higher than anybody else’s. I’m trying to work on my game and 
trying to mesh with [Geno]. ... We’re trying to keep our line going and be 
a threat every night.” 

Malkin gave the Penguins a 4-3 lead while the two teams skated 4-on-4. 
He stole the puck from Ilya Mikheyev before finishing off a give-and-go 
with Zucker. 

Later in the second period, Rickard Rakell scored another power-play 
goal. It was made possible by a sparking stop by Tokarski on Elias 
Pettersson. That was the second time he stuffed the young Canucks star 
on a shorthanded breakaway. The Penguins went the other way and 
Rakell swatted in a rebound goal. 

Tokarski got the win in relief in his first career appearance in a Penguins 
uniform, stopping 18 of 19 shots. This is the journeyman’s second stint in 
the organization. He was called up last week after Jarry went down. Prior 
to that, he was one of the American Hockey League’s top goalies with 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. 

“We gave him a couple of good looks, but he really stepped up,” 
Pettersson said. “Coming in cold like that, first game for us, happy for him 
to get the win.” 

Travis Dermott beat Tokarski with 7:08 left in regulation to up the anxiety 
level inside PPG Paints Arena. But the Penguins did not blow this third-
period lead. 

ICE CHIPS 

• With two goals and two assists, Malkin notched a season-high four 
points. He became just the third Penguins player in the past 15 years to 
record a four-point game at age 36 or older. The other two were Jeff 
Carter and Bill Guerin. 

• With his goal, Crosby tied Teemu Selanne for 17th place on the NHL’s 
all-time points list with 1,457. The captain is now 10 points away from 
Stan Mikita. 

• Dumoulin was down in pain after a collision in the corner in the second 
period but returned without missing a shift. It was a strong night for the 
maligned defender, who set up Crosby and also had a key pass breakup 
on a 2-on-1 as the Penguins were making their comeback. We will see if 
he practices Thursday. 

• Jarry skated Tuesday morning for the first time since the Winter Classic. 
Sullivan said the goalie’s status is day to day but he added that his return 
to the Penguins lineup is not imminent. Jarry will likely miss at least two 
more games. 

• Jeff Petry, Josh Archibald and Ryan Poehling sat out again. Petry and 
Archibald skated on an individual basis before the morning skate. 
Poehling did not. 

• Letang as of Tuesday remained in Montreal following the death of his 
father. 

THEY SAID IT 

“A lot of it for me starts with our leadership,” Sullivan said of their first 
three-goal comeback this season. “Those guys, they were pretty vocal on 
the bench. I thought they played an inspired game. Even though we were 
down a few goals, we felt like we were carrying a lot of the play. And so 
we just tried to stay with it.” 

STAT N’AT 

9 – the number of NHL teams to have overcome a three-goal deficit this 
season. 
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COMING UP 

After a scheduled off day Wednesday, the Penguins will practice 
Thursday at PPG Paints Arena ahead of their back-to-back games on 
Friday and Saturday. 
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Penguins travel to Montreal to be with Kris Letang as he mourns father’s 
death 

 

Andrew Destin 

 

The Penguins were in a hurry to get out of town following their Sunday 
night win against the Arizona Coyotes, but it wasn’t to catch a flight back 
to Pittsburgh. 

The Penguins flew overnight from Phoenix to Montreal to attend the 
funeral of Claude Fouquet, Kris Letang’s father. Letang has not been with 
the team since prior to the Winter Classic and is still in Montreal, per 
coach Mike Sullivan. 

Fellow defenseman Pierre-Olivier Joseph, who has been living with 
Letang since the preseason, was more than willing to embrace the extra 
travel to see his mentor. 

“He’s been in this organization for a long time, so I think it was the least 
we can do to bring it back for everything he did for us and everything he’s 
still doing for us,” Joseph said. “So I think it was a no-brainer for us and 
we were all happy to be there for him.” 

Marcus Pettersson seconded Joseph’s comments, mentioning the love 
Fouquet had shown for the team over the years. Pettersson said Letang 
texted the team to show his appreciation for them visiting himself and his 
family. 

“Even traveling overnight, I don’t think any of us blinked for one second 
to go there and show support,” Pettersson said. 

Sullivan said there was a lot that went into traveling to the largest city in 
Quebec, including conversations among the team’s leadership group and 
players about how to best aid Letang. After working through some 
different scenarios, the Penguins landed on flying to Montreal with the 
approval of Fenway Sports Group, the team’s ownership group. 

“We were able to work out some of the challenges. There were a fair 
amount of them, but we all felt strongly it was important to support 
Tanger through such a difficult time,” Sullivan said. 

After returning from Montreal around 7 p.m. Monday night, the team held 
an optional morning skate on Tuesday, which was attended by 14 
players. Now, the Penguins will have to redirect their attention to hosting 
the Vancouver Canucks at 7 p.m. Tuesday night. 

But for players like Bryan Rust, seeing Letang before coming back to 
Pittsburgh was very important. 

“There’s bigger things than hockey,” Rust said. “Obviously, family’s No. 1 
and we all consider him family. He’s a guy who's been around here for a 
long time. There’s been a lot of us who have been with him for a long 
time.” 
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Tristan Jarry is back on the ice, but Penguins goalie's return not imminent 

 

Matt Vensel 

 

For the first time since the Winter Classic, Tristan Jarry took the ice 
Tuesday. 

Pittsburgh’s No. 1 goalie, who has missed the last two games with a 
lower-body injury, skated in pads at PPG Paints Arena before the 
morning skate. He focused on his movement, only briefly facing shots 
near the end of his workout. 

Coach Mike Sullivan said Jarry’s status is day to day and the Penguins 
don’t expect Jarry to be out “longer-term,” but Sullivan added Jarry’s 
return is not imminent. 

Based on Sullivan’s update and a glance at the upcoming schedule, with 
only one team practice this week, it seems unlikely Jarry will be in 
position to play within the next three games. Casey DeSmith will start 
Tuesday at home against Vancouver. Then the Penguins play back-to-
back games Friday and Saturday. 

If Jarry remains unavailable, Dustin Tokarski could get a start this 
weekend. 

Jarry exited the Jan. 2 loss to the Boston Bruins at Fenway Park in the 
first period and did not return. While the Penguins headed west to visit 
Vegas and Arizona, he traveled back to Pittsburgh to be evaluated and 
begin his off-ice rehab. 

The 27-year-old has a 15-5-4 record and .918 save percentage in 2022-
23. 

In other injury news, defenseman Jeff Petry and forwards Josh Archibald 
and Ryan Poehling will not play Tuesday against the Canucks. Petry and 
Archibald, who both have been out since before Christmas, skated on an 
individual basis Tuesday at the arena. Poehling rehabbed his injury off 
the ice, Sullivan said. 

Kris Letang, meanwhile, remains in Montreal after the death of his father. 
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Why the Penguins should look to lock up Jason Zucker 

 

By Rob Rossi 

 

Jason Zucker needs a new contract. 

That is a fact as much as it is an opinion. Zucker is in the final season of 
his current deal, and he’s looking at unrestricted free agency this 
summer. 

Zucker needs a new contract from the Penguins. 

That is the opinion. It stems not from Zucker’s impactful performance 
Tuesday night — a goal, an assist and one crushing, clean hit — against 
the Canucks in the Penguins’ 5-4 win at PPG Paints Arena. Had Zucker 
not peppered Vancouver, a discussion about his future would still be 
necessary. 

And that is because the Penguins are clearly better with him than without 
him. That has been evident this season, more so than in recent seasons 
when Zucker couldn’t play because of various injuries. 

“Honestly, I’m still trying to get better,” Zucker said of his 10-goal/26-point 
season to date. “My expectations of myself are higher than anyone 
else’s.” 
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Well, Zucker is exceeding all reasonable expectations so far this season. 
Remember when the word on Zucker was he had no chemistry with 
Evgeni Malkin? 

Not true, as it turned out. 

Zucker really hadn’t stayed in the lineup consistently enough to show that 
he and Malkin could click. A lineup regular this season, except for a week 
missed with a lower-body injury, Zucker has proven an ideal 
complementary piece on a line also consisting of Malkin and Brian Rust 
and/or Rickard Rakell. 

The chemistry developed between Zucker and Malkin was evident in the 
second period against the Canucks. 

MALKAMANIA IN THE CITY OF PITTSBURGH!   
pic.twitter.com/Qx4kq6Boib 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) January 11, 2023 

“We play a long time together; I know he work in corner, go to net hard, 
use his body very well,” Malkin said of Zucker. “I know if I’m open, he 
look to me. And if he open, I look to him, too. 

“I like what we do.” 

Malkin, who hadn’t had a multiple-point game since Dec. 15, scored 
twice and assisted on two others for his own impactful night against 
Vancouver. 

Zucker played a significant role in an important victory for the Penguins, 
who were coming off a draining 1-2-0 road trip and are again trying to 
steady themselves after a staggering winless streak. They awoke 
Tuesday morning in possession of the Eastern Conference’s final wild-
card slot, but amongst a group of six Metropolitan Division clubs fighting 
for a maximum of five available postseason spots. 

Zucker’s offensive skill is obvious. He’s a gifted skater who also plays 
strong on his skates and possesses high-end offensive awareness and a 
sneaky shot. Those attributes were on display during his opening-period 
goal and second-period setup of Malkin’s second marker. Those 
sequences, not to mention some sound saves by replacement goalie 
Dustin Tokarski, fueled the Penguins’ comeback from a way-too-early 
deficit of three goals. 

We've got some knuckle puck action from Jason Zucker!   
pic.twitter.com/FjTESZCiT0 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) January 11, 2023 

But it was something else Zucker did while the Penguins were rallying 
that stood out. His crushing check on the Canucks’ Conor Garland 
energized the Pittsburgh crowd and his Penguins teammates. It was the 
type of hit few Penguins players show a willingness to execute, with a 
noticeable exception being injured forward Josh Archibald. 

“He lost the puck,” Zucker said of Garland. “I thought he was just going to 
chip it. Once he lost it and kind of had it at his feet, that’s kind of when I 
went in.” 

Fast skaters who play with an edge? The Penguins don’t have enough of 
those. Had they another Archibald, their bottom-six issues might not look 
as obvious. 

That they have this version of Zucker — finally healthy for the majority of 
a season for the first time since former Penguins general manager Jim 
Rutherford acquired him — is a big plus for a club that has yet to 
establish an identity. 

“Obviously, you’re always trying to contribute offensively, defensively,” 
Zucker said. “For me, I’m a guy that also tries to use my body. If I’m not 
doing that, I’m not bringing my game.” 

He does, though. It’s refreshing. As coach Mike Sullivan has said of 
Zucker: “He’s really good at bringing us into the fight.” 

“I think he creates so much for Geno’s line because he drags those guys 
into it,” Sullivan said Tuesday. “Zuck, in a lot of ways, is the catalyst.” 

Is one half of a promising season enough to merit the Penguins’ 
commitment to Zucker? 

It has to be. Partly, this is because the Penguins have no better options 
internally to replace Zucker were he to leave as a free agent. Mostly, 
though, Zucker has shown he might be irreplaceable if the goal is to win 
the Stanley Cup. 

That is the goal, so Zucker needs to stay. 

The Penguins have already committed to their nucleus of Malkin, Rust, 
top defenseman Kris Letang and captain Sidney Crosby. Management 
has indicated a willingness to extend goalie Tristan Jarry before the 
offseason. 

An extension for Zucker should be an equal priority, which is not to 
suggest Zucker is more valuable or important than Jarry — only that, 
when healthy, he’s proving as indispensable as any forward not named 
Crosby, Malkin or Jake Guentzel. 

Guentzel, by the way, is in the penultimate season of his current deal, 
and the Penguins will make an extension for him a likely priority this 
summer. That negotiation could prove challenging, as Guentzel will 
command a raise on his current $6 million cap hit. 

He’s earned that raise. 

How much money the perennially salary-cap-challenged Penguins can 
afford to offer Guentzel would be easier to determine if extensions for 
Jarry and Zucker are already in place. The Penguins can’t lose Guentzel 
because he’s the best winger Crosby has known and is in his prime. 
They need to already be looking ahead to his negotiation, and firmly 
having Jarry and Zucker locked down with new deals would be to their 
advantage in any negotiation with Guentzel. 

Securing Zucker’s services — at a reasonable rate — would also show 
Guentzel that the path forward will include one of the NHL’s more 
formidable top sixes at the forward position. 

Believe it or not, we’re living in the best-of-days when it comes to the old 
Wingers For Sid And Geno conversation. With Guentzel and an 
increasingly impressive Rakell, Rust and Zucker, the Penguins have the 
best-fit wingers that either of their cornerstone centers have known. 

The best shot for another Cup run in the Crosby era is to bank on that top 
six, hope Letang stays healthy enough to lead a soon-to-look different 
defense corps, and Jarry as the clear No. 1 goalie. 

That plan is not guaranteed to work. It is the best plan the Penguins can 
put together, however. 

The Penguins are finally seeing what Zucker means to their success. 
He’s emerged as a vocal component of the dressing room, and he might 
even be the engine of the current squad. 

Replacing an engine isn’t easy. Or cheap. 

The Penguins should stick with the one they have in Zucker. 

Might prove easier said than done with a slow-to-rise cap, but there’s 
always a way for a good hockey club to keep a player it really wants. 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.11.2023 

1209085 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Penguins Room: Pens Overcome ‘Emotional’ Days, Tokarski Beats 
Nerves 

 

By Dave Molinari  
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The Pittsburgh Penguins don’t often do things the easy way. 

But rarely do they make it as hard on themselves as they did in the first 
seven-plus minutes of their 5-4 victory over Vancouver at PPG Paints 
Arena Tuesday night. 

They spotted the Canucks a 3-0 lead, then turned to a goaltender who 
hadn’t played in the NHL this season to help get them back into it. 

Improbable? Sure. 

Did it work? Definitely. 

Dustin Tokarski turned aside all but one of the 19 shots he faced after 
replacing Casey DeSmith, earning recognition as the game’s No. 3 star 
in the process. 

He might have gotten an even better one, except that Evgeni Malkin 
scored two goals and set up two others, while linemate Jason Zucker 
chipped in with a goal, an assist and the most crushing check of the 
evening, on Vancouver’s Conor Garland late in the first period. 

The Penguins were also fresh from an emotional visit to Montreal to be 
with teammate Kris Letang at his father’s funeral service Monday. 

“I give our team a lot of credit. I’m proud of the group,” coach Mike 
Sullivan said. “It’s not easy to dig yourself out of a three-goal deficit, 
especially under some of the circumstances. We’ve had a couple of real 
emotional days — from a team standpoint, I couldn’t be more proud of 
this group.” 

Dustin Tokarski 

Tokarski admitted that he was a bit nervous when told that he’d be 
entering the game at 7:06 of the opening period, with Vancouver up, 3-0. 

He also figured he might have been even more nervous if he’d had more 
time to think about it. 

“You get thrown in, you just have to go in and play, trust your instincts,” 
he said. “And do the best you can.” 

Which, in his case on this night, was pretty good. His performance 
earned pointed praise from his teammates, and even an 
acknowledgment by Tokarski that he was satisfied with how he had 
done. 

“I think so,” he said. “A win is a win.” 

Tokarski was summoned from the Penguins’ farm team in Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton when No. 1 goalie Tristan Jarry was injured in the Winter 
Classic Jan. 2, and didn’t dispute that the caliber of competition is 
noticeably higher at this level. 

“Guys can just finish like no other here,” he said. “They’re both good 
leagues, but obviously up here, you’ve got the super-superstars who can 
pick corners. You can’t be cheating. You have to play honest.” 

Jason Zucker 

Zucker never is shy about playing the body, but rarely does he lay out an 
opponent the way he did Garland. 

“He lost the puck,” Zucker said. “I thought he was just going to chip it, 
and once he lost it, he kind of had it in his feet. That was when I kind of 
reacted, and went in for the hit.” 

Zucker has struggled to stay healthy much of the time since being 
acquired from Minnesota, but has avoided major injuries this season and 
is having the impact the Pittsburgh Penguins were hoping for when then-
GM Jim Rutherford traded for him. 

Zucker, though, feels he’s capable of even more. 

“I’m still trying to get better,” he said. “My expectations for myself are 
higher than anybody else’s.” 

Coach Mike Sullivan 

This victory didn’t play out exactly the way Mike Sullivan — or any other 
coach — would have drawn it up, but he praised his players for the way 
they stayed with it. 

Not only because they were coming off a road trip that took them across 
the country, but because they had spent the previous day in Montreal 
with teammate Kris Letang, whose father had died a little more than a 
week earlier. 

“I give our team a lot of credit,” Sullivan said. “I’m proud of the group. It’s 
not easy to dig yourself out of a three-goal deficit, especially under some 
of the circumstances … we’ve had a couple of real emotional days, from 
a team standpoint.” 

As he so often does, Sullivan offered unsolicited praise for the Pittsburgh 
Penguins’ leadership group, which he said helped to inspire their 
comeback. 

“Those guys, they were pretty vocal on the bench,” he said. “I thought 
they played an inspired game. Even though we were down a few goals, 
we felt like we were carrying a lot of the play. We just tried to stay with it. 
… But the character of our leadership steps up on those types of 
occasions, and they did it again for us tonight.” 
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Malkin and Smith Power Comeback; Penguins Win, 5-4 

 

By Dave Molinari  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins were hoping their victory in Arizona Sunday 
night would give them a reset. 

After all, they’d gone 0-4-2 in the six games before their trip to Tempe. 

But little more than seven minutes into their game against Vancouver at 
PPG Paints Arena Tuesday night, it looked like the Penguins weren’t 
going to get anything but a brief reprieve out of their win over the 
Coyotes. 

They spotted Vancouver a 3-0 lead, and their only chance of pulling off a 
comeback seemed to be if the Canucks wore themselves out celebrating 
so many goals. 

But a change in goaltenders, with Dustin Tokarski replacing Casey 
DeSmith, coincided with an abrupt reversal in the course of the game, 
and the Penguins (21-13-6) ran off five unanswered goals in what 
became a 5-4 victory. 

Mike Sullivan made one personnel change before the game, flipping left 
winger Drew O’Connor from the fourth line to the third and dropping 
Danton Heinen to the fourth. 

The Penguins had just returned from more than a week on the road, and 
it’s not unusual for clubs to struggle in their first game back after a 
significant trip. 

Sullivan, though, probably didn’t see a start like this coming, even in his 
most disturbing nightmares. 

Conor Garland put Vancouver up, 1-0, at 4:46 of the opening period, as 
he put a shot over DeSmith’s glove from inside the left dot. 

Brock Boeser than shoveled in a backhander from in front of the net at 
6:40, and Quinn Hughes made it 3-0 at 7:05. 
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At that point, DeSmith had stopped four of seven shots (although the 
official stats sheet said he faced just five) … and he didn’t get a chance 
to face a eighth. 

He was replaced by Tokarski, and the game began to turn almost as 
soon as the switch was made. 

Evgeni Malkin started a Penguins surge by beating Spencer Martin from 
above the right dot for his 13th, off assists from Ty Smith and Bryan Rust. 

Tokarski kept the Penguins within two by denying Elias Pettersson on a 
shorthanded break down the right side at 14:26, and Sidney Crosby 
rewarded him by steering in a Brian Dumoulin pass at 14:26. 

The goal, which also netted an assist for Rust, was Crosby’s 21st of the 
season and his 1,457th career point, tying him with Teemu Selanne for 
17th place on the NHL’s all-time list. 

Jason Zucker completed the comeback at 16:30, throwing a shot over 
Martin’s glove from the left side of the slot for his 10th of the season. 
Malkin, who won a faceoff directly to Zucker to set up the goal, received 
the lone assist. 

Zucker, however, was not finished. He delivered the hit of the period 
about 40 seconds before the intermission, felling Garland neat the 
Vancouver blue line by driving a shoulder into him. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ rally marked just the third time in franchise 
history they have rebounded from a three-goal deficit in the first period to 
at least pull even. They previously did it Dec. 20, 1987 and Nov. 30, 
1974. 

Malkin and Zucker swapped roles on the go-ahead goal at 7:59 of the 
second, with Malkin directing a Zucker feed behind Martin for his second 
of the evening. Both teams had a man in the penalty box when he 
scored. 

Tokarski preserved the lead by denying Pettersson on a shorthanded 
breakaway and Rickard Rakell expanded it a few seconds later, 
sweeping in a loose puck near the left post at 14:31 for the Penguins’ 
second man-advantage goal of the game. They had entered the game in 
a 0-for-21 slump with the extra man, while Vancouver came in with the 
league’s worst penalty-kill. 

Malkin’s assist on the Rakell goal gave him his 28th career four-point 
game. 

The Penguins survived a two-man disadvantage for 36 seconds late in 
the period to stay ahead by two. 

Vancouver finally cut into their lead at 12:52 of the third, when Travis 
Dermott moved in from the point and backhanded a shot past Tokarski to 
make it 5-4, but the Canucks were unable to get a tying goal. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have a scheduled day off Wednesday and will 
face Winnipeg Friday at 7:08 p.m. at PPG Paints Arena before visiting 
Carolina Saturday at 7:08 p.m. 
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‘We All Consider Him Family’ Penguins Go To Montreal To Support 
Letang 

 

Shelly Anderson  

 

It was a long road trip for the Pittsburgh Penguins, three games but 
drawn out over nearly 10 days. So the prospect of changing plans after 
their win Sunday at Arizona might have seemed daunting. But not in this 
case, not when defenseman Kris Letang needed them. 

The team diverted to Montreal instead of coming home to attend the 
funeral Monday of Letang’s father, Claude Fouquet, who died a week 
earlier while the team was in Boston for the outdoor Winter Classic. 

“Even traveling all night, I don’t think anybody blinked for one second to 
go there and show support,” fellow defenseman and sometime defense 
partner Marcus Pettersson said Tuesday after the Penguins’ optional 
morning skate at PPG Paints Arena. 

It wasn’t easy putting the trip together, going across the continent and 
into Canada, but the Penguins were more than willing to give up what 
initially was a day off to go. 

“There was a lot that went into it. … We talked about a number of 
different scenarios and logistical challenges, and what I can tell you is 
that we’re grateful that the Fenway Sports Group (team owners) was 100 
percent supportive of anything that the players wanted to do,” coach Mike 
Sullivan said. “We were able to work out some of the challenges. There 
were a fair amount of them. But we all felt strongly it was important to 
support ‘Tanger’ through such a difficult time.” 

The Penguins spent the day in Montreal before traveling home ahead of 
Tuesday’s game against the Vancouver Canucks. Letang, who was 
dealing with a lower-body injury before his father passed, remains in 
Montreal, Sullivan said. 

Letang, 35, has spent his entire career with the Penguins, is their top 
defenseman and quarterbacks the power play. He’s in his 17th season. 

“He’s such a big part of this team, a big part of this organization,” winger 
Bryan Rust said. “It shows that there are bigger things than hockey. 
Obviously, family’s No. 1. We all consider him family. He’s been around 
here a long time, and a lot of us have been with him for a long time. To 
show our support for him in a very difficult time I think was very 
important.” 

Members of the Penguins organization did not get to spend much time 
with Letang, understandable given the circumstances, but he let them 
know what it meant for them to be there. 

“You could tell,” Rust said. “He said something quick to us – he just said 
thank you – and you could hear how sincere he was and how 
appreciative he was to have us there.” 

Pettersson indicated that the team leaders, including captain Sidney 
Crosby, spearheaded the trip. 

“I think it was huge for us, and for him,” Pettersson said. “We all know 
how much his dad loved us. We talked to him (Monday) and he texted us 
and said it meant a lot for his entire family. And I think it meant a lot for 
us, too, to show him that we support him and we care for him. 

“It was a great initiative for Sid and those guys.” 

Defenseman P.O Joseph, a fellow French-Canadian, has been living with 
Letang and his family in Pittsburgh and was all in to go to Montreal. 

“He’s a teammate. He’s an older guy – an older brother and a mentor for 
a lot of young guys,” Joseph said of Letang. “He’s been in this 
organization for a long time, so I think it’s the least we can do after 
everything he did for us and is still doing for us. 

“I think it was a no-brainer for us, and we were all happy to be there for 
him.” 

It’s been a trying season for Letang in terms of non-hockey events. He 
had a stroke in late November. 

“When events like that happen, I don’t think there’s anything that can lift 
you up, but little things like that I think can make a difference, as much as 
possible,” Joseph said. 

“We are going to be there for him, especially in the tough moments.” 
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Penguins vs. Canucks, Game 40: Lines, Notes & How to Watch 

 

By Dave Molinari  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins took a step toward regaining their equilibrium 
with a 4-1 victory at Arizona Sunday. 

They’ll have a pretty good opportunity to take another when Vancouver 
visits PPG Paints Arena tonight at 7:08. 

The Canucks are 1-4 in their past five games and are eight points out of 
the final Western Conference playoff berth. 

Speculation about major personnel moves has swirled around the 
franchise for months, and it seems inevitable that some of Vancouver’s 
top talents will be working elsewhere by the NHL trade deadline. 

Then again, the Penguins — just two days removed from a 0-4-2 skid — 
are in no position to take anything for granted: They have not won 
consecutive games since stringing together a seven-game streak Dec. 1-
15 and the Canucks spanked them, 5-1, Oct. 28 in Vancouver in the only 
previous meeting this season, 

The Penguins, though, are 6-1-3 in their past 10 home games, so being 
back in familiar surroundings should work to their advantage. 

So could their power play, if it can find a way to bust out of its 0-for-21 
slump in the past four games. 

If there’s a group capable of healing whatever is ailing an opposing 
power play, it’s Vancouver’s penalty-kill. 

Picture trying to hold back a tidal wave with a tennis racquet, and you 
have some idea of what the Canucks must feel like when they’re down a 
man. 

Their penalty-killing success rate of 68.1 percent is the worst in the NHL, 
and their shorthanded performance on the road (68.7 percent) is only 
nominally better than their one at home. 

It has the makings of an epic showdown: The utterly resistible force 
against the easily moveable object. 

Expected Pittsburgh Penguins Lines 

Guentzel-Crosby-Rust 

Zucker-Malkin-Rakell 

O’Connor-Carter-Kapanen 

Heinen-Blueger-McGinn 

Defense 

Pettersson-Rutta 

Dumoulin-Smith 

Joseph-Ruhwedel 

Goalie 

DeSmith 

Expected Vancouver Canucks Lines, per PuckPedia.com 

Kuzmenko-Pettersson-Miller 

Mikheyev-Horvat-Boeser 

Garland-Dries-Lockwood 

Joshua-Lazar-Studnicka 

Defense 

Hughes-Bear 

Ekman-Larsson-Myers 

Dermott-Schenn 

Goalie 

Martin 

Special Teams 

Penguins power play: 28 for 136, 20.6%, 19th 

Canucks power play: 33 for 133, 24.8%, 9th 

Penguins penalty-kill: 20 for 124, 83.9%, 3rd 

Canucks penalty-kill: 36 for 113, 68.1%, 32nd 

Pittsburgh Penguins Game Notes 

Jake Guentzel, who snapped a lengthy drought by scoring twice against 
the Coyotes, has 12 goals and seven assists in 10 career games against 
Vancouver. He has at least one point in every game he’s played versus 
the Canucks. 

Sidney Crosby’s next point will be his 1,457th in the NHL, tying him with 
Teemu Selanne for 17th place on the league’s all-time list. Crosby 
assisted on both of Guentzel’s goals in Arizona, giving him back-to-back 
two-point games. 

The Penguins are 6-1 against Western Conference opponents at PPG 
Paints Arena this season. 

Kasperi Kapanen does not have a point in seven career games against 
the Canucks. His next assist will be his 100th in the NHL. 

The Penguins have gone to shootouts with the Canucks four times, 
winning all of them. 

East Palestine, Ohio native J.T. Miller has nine goals and eight assists in 
24 career games against the Penguins. 

Canucks center Bo Horvat has seven goals and six assists in his past 
seven games. He’s scored two or more goals nine times in 2022-23 and 
needs one for 200 in the NHL. 

Vancouver’s Luke Schenn leads the NHL with 180 hits. Last month, he 
passed Brooks Orpik for the most career hits by a defenseman. 

Canucks forward Elias Pettersson has scored all 17 of his goals at even-
strength. 

That victory over the Penguins Oct 28 is Vancouver’s only one against a 
Metropolitan Division opponent this season. The Canucks are 1-6-1 in 
those games. 

How to Watch 

TV: AT&T SportsNet 

Radio: 105.9 the X 
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(Updated) Penguins Skate: Jarry, Petry, Archibald on Ice Before Team 

 

By Shelly Anderson  
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Injured goaltender Tristan Jarry, defenseman Jeff Petry and forward Josh 
Archibald all skated prior to the Pittsburgh Penguins’ morning skate 
Tuesday at PPG Paints Arena. 

Jarry faced shots only briefly at the end of his workout. Coach Mike 
Sullivan said it was Jarry’s first time on the ice since he got hurt. 

Jarry got hurt Jan. 2 during the outdoor Winter Classic, a lower-body 
injury, and returned to Pittsburgh while the rest of the team continued its 
road trip. Archibald also worked out in Pittsburgh during that time, while 
Petry was with the team and on the ice but remains on LTIR. 

Of Jarry, Sullivan said, “From a status standpoint, I want to say he’s day 
to day, but in saying that I don’t think it’s imminent, but he’s not longer-
term.” 

Sullivan said Casey DeSmith will start Tuesday night against the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

Injured forward Ryan Poehling did not skate and will not play against 
Vancouver, Sullivan said, adding that Petry and Archibald are making 
progress. 

The skate, which was optional, featured 14 players: forwards Drew 
O’Connor, Bryan Rust, Brock McGinn, Danton Heinen, Teddy Blueger, 
Jake Guentzel and Rickard Rakell, defensemen Chad Ruhwedel, Marcus 
Pettersson, Ty Smith, Mark Friedman and P.O Joseph, and goaltenders 
Casey DeSmith and Dustin Tokarski. 
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Dan’s Daily: Trade Market Watch List, Fixing Penguins’ Power Play 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ power play needs a boost, and Jason Zucker is 
the class cutup. We have all of the stuff from the road trip. The Penguins 
also extended their trip by a day and put the human side above hockey. 
The team ended a 10-day road trip by flying to Montreal instead of 
Pittsburgh to be with Kris Letang in his time of grief. Also in the Daily, 
Sportsnet looked at the 20 names you’ll get tired of hearing about as the 
NHL trade deadline nears. The young Canadiens got booed in their 
building for a flatline effort. And Tom Wilson turned down a fight. 

It was weird waking up in my own recliner instead of a needless King size 
bed. There’s no breakfast or buffet downstairs waiting for me to finish 
writing. Instead, there is a pile of laundry and an extra layer of dust on my 
TV. And there wasn’t a restaurant open when I finally arrived home last 
night. Thank you to everyone who subscribed during the road trip! Those 
things get expensive, even when I eat $1.99 hot dogs. I hope we’ve 
earned your support. No other outlet can say they have covered every 
game and every practice this season. Join PHN+ and keep this train 
rolling! 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: Fix the power play? Dave Molinari writes — try 
changing the personnel. Penguins analysis. 

I began writing a column about Jason Zucker’s contract. I quickly realized 
I was writing an inside piece about Zucker and the locker room. All of the 
stuff — Funny (crap) Jason Zucker says (and does). 

The Athletic($): I’ll give a hat tip to colleague Josh Yohe. He got the 
scoop. The Penguins flew to Montreal instead of Pittsburgh Sunday night 
to be with Kris Letang. 

It was a news purge– go to SteelersNow.com for EVERYTHING. Here 
are a couple of highlights. 

Philly Hockey Now: Ivan Provorov is on the NHL trade block. 

Sportsnet: The 20 names you’ll get sick of hearing, and the NHL rumor 
mill will have a billion “I’m hearing that…” statements. Here we go. It’s 
officially Silly Season, and these are the 20 impactful names. 

Rory Boylen did include one name that I’ve circled for the Penguins. I’m 
waiting on another shoe to drop first. 

Washington Hockey Now: Tom Wilson declined a fight? Yep. He 
delivered a big hit, then the wave off. Yep, Wilson is back for the 
Washington Capitals. 

NYI Hockey Now: The Penguins leapfrogged the Islanders into a playoff 
spot again. Stefen Rosner reports Simon Holmstrom is returning to the 
lineup tonight, which is a big deal for the New York Islanders. 

Detroit Hockey Now: Remember the “wow” after Detroit and Washington 
swapped Anthony Manthan and Jakub Vrana? Doesn’t seem like a big 
deal anymore, does it? Mantha is in the press box, and Vrana slipped 
through waivers. It’s no big deal for the Detroit Red Wings. 

Colorado Hockey Now: What we’re learning at mid-season about the 
defending Cup champion Colorado Avalanche. 

Stick tap to new CHN beat writer Evan Rawal. He’s been a breath of 
fresh air with some hella good insider coverage. 

Vegas Hockey Now: It lines up – and has in the past — The Chicago 
Blackhawks could be good trade partners for the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Montreal Hockey Now: A no-show loss at home to the Seattle Kraken 
brought the boobirds for the Montreal Canadiens. 
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Penguins 5, Canucks 4: No lead is safe with this Vancouver team 

 

Defending. Protecting leads. Those two seem related. And the Canucks 
haven't been good at either 

 

Patrick Johnston 

Published Jan 10, 2023 

 

PITTSBURGH — No lead is safe when the Vancouver Canucks play 
hockey. 

Hopefully you haven’t already burned your hands reading this. 

Sign up to receive The Canucks Report newsletter, delivered straight to 
your inbox at the start of every series. Essential reading for hockey fans 
who eat, sleep, Canucks, repeat. 

Email Address 

youremail@email.com 

Sign Up 

The Canucks can pull back opposing leads, like they did on Sunday in 
Winnipeg, twice. 

But more often this year, they’ve blown leads like they did Tuesday in a 
5-4 loss to the host Pittsburgh Penguins at PPG Paints Arena. 

Defending. Protecting leads. Those two seem related. And Vancouver 
hasn’t been good at either. 

The Canucks raced out to a 3-0 lead in the first period, impressively so. 
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But to the surprise of no one, they then gave that lead away — although 
it was the first time in club history they’d blown a 3-0 lead just in the first 
period alone. 

If you squint, you can even see how the Canucks came out of the first in 
not-bad shape, given it was a 3-3 game despite all the dominance 
Pittsburgh had in the first. 

But the Canucks couldn’t find another goal until after the Penguins had 
scored two more. 

Both Elias Pettersson and Bo Horvat had glorious chances, which 
Canucks head coach Bruce Boudreau lamented. Pettersson had a 
chance to make it 4-1 in the first and Horvat had a chance to make it 4-3 
in the second, but rang his shot at the wide-open net off the post. 

“When they made it 3-1, then Petey has a breakaway. If you make it, it’s 
4-1. That stops the momentum and I think it kills a little bit and same 
thing in that second period, it’s 3-3 and Bo misses a glorious chance and 
they come down and then Petey has a short-handed breakaway, and 
then he misses and they come down,” Boudreau said. 

The Penguins haven’t been great this year, but as Boudreau noted pre-
game, any team with Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin on it is going to 
be dangerous. 

Malkin scored twice and had assists on two other goals. Crosby scored 
once and was his ever-present presence all over the ice. 

The Canucks got goals from Conor Garland, Brock Boeser, Quinn 
Hughes and Travis Dermott, his first of the season. 

Here’s what we learned: 

Tough assignment 

Some nights your best players aren’t going to be your best but you still 
find a way to win. 

It’s hard to find a win when your best players get utterly dominated — 
which is what happened to Elias Pettersson and J.T. Miller. 

The duo were out-shot-attempted by 10 shots when they were on the ice 
against the Penguins. 

They played a fair bit against Malkin, which is a tough assignment. 

Malkin had a big night. 

But they also faced Jeff Carter’s third line — Drew O’Connor and Kasperi 
Kapanen are his wingers — a fair bit and got utterly dominated by that 
trio as well. 

When you can’t win the matchup vs. the opposing third line and you’re 
meant to be the first line, that’s hard to handle for the team. 

That said, Pettersson also had a couple of glorious chances to score and 
got 11 shot attempts off on his own tonight, so if he’d have connected on 
one of his breakaways, this story might be a bit different. 

“Malkin got four points, but he also gave up an awful lot of chances too,” 
Boudreau pointed out. “Sometimes it goes in for you. Petey could have 
very easily had four or five points himself, if he had’ve converted today so 
then it would have been him having a great game and not everybody 
looking at Malkin having a great game.” 

Pettersson was stonewalled multiple times by Dustin Tokarski, playing 
his first NHL game of the season. The veteran netminder, the bulk of 
whose experience came in the last two seasons for the woeful Buffalo 
Sabres, stood tall in replacement of Casey DeSmith, who gave up the 
first three Canucks goals on just five shots. 

“I had three very good chances today, I could have scored better. So I’m 
going to work on the goalscoring,” Pettersson said. 

No good trends 

The Canucks’ penalty kill remains atrocious. 

The power play has gone cold. 

“We used the power play so much to win us games. Now, they’re starting 
to take extra chances, which is causing 2-on-0’s, 2-on-1’s against us and 
we got to get back to the simplicity of, I think, shooting the puck and just 
crashing the net a little bit more,” Boudreau said. 

Boeser, who scored a nice goal from the slot — and also added an 
assist, giving him seven points in 10 games since returning from a bout 
with the flu — pointed out that special teams were the deciding factor in 
what was a pretty wide-open affair. 

“They scored on the power play. We didn’t get a power-play goal. So 
there’s a couple little things that make a difference in the game,” he said. 

The number of games where the goalie has stood on his head and stolen 
a win for his team can be counted on one hand, though that’s also 
because there are just so many chances against. 

Spencer Martin, who had to make a number of tough saves in the first to 
keep it to just three goals against, tried to shoulder some of the blame for 
the comeback. 

“I got to make a couple saves. We’ve got to make more plays. Just can’t 
do that at this level,” he said flatly. 

According to Natural Stat Trick, the Canucks yielded 18 high-danger 
chances against, including 10 in the first period alone. Boudreau said 
Martin battled hard. 

“He had to make about ten 10-bell saves to keep us keep us in it. And he 
did. He battled hard. I thought he was pretty good for the most part,” he 
said of his goalie’s efforts. 

Add it all up and the Canucks have just four regulation wins in their last 
20 games: 

first 20 games: 7-10-3 (7 reg wins) 

But the spirit remains 

Word has it that even going into the third down two goals, the Canucks’ 
energy coming out of the room was upbeat. Despite everything, they’re 
not despondent. 

Somehow. 

“The guys at the end, they want to win so bad. They were all standing up 
on the bench and every time the puck went to the net, they’re yelling 
positive stuff — ‘go in! go in!’ —  I know they’re not giving up or nothing,” 
Boudreau insisted. 

The ugly comparison 

Seattle had a tough expansion year, but maybe they knew low-and-slow 
was the way to go. 

They’re not world beaters yet, but they’re a solid team and they look 
bound for the playoffs. 

A meticulous, well-thought-out plan. Leave the hockey people to do the 
work. This is a recording. 

Brutal officiating 

Referee Gordie Dwyer had a bad night. He hesitated more than once to 
make calls but on a late third-period trip, one that everyone in the 
building saw, he simply waved play on because there were just a few 
seconds left in the period. 

These refs are supposed to be the best, most professional in the world. 

That was not the behaviour of a professional. 

No one on either team was particularly pleased with the officiating post-
game. 
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Canucks schedule: Trio of tough character tests will result in redemption 
or ruin 

 

Ben Kuzma 

Published Jan 10, 2023  

 

The more things change, the more they remain the same. 

You can attempt to outscore your problems, but defence is going to 
provide a lot of answers. 

A league emphasis on offence — and especially improved power plays 
— has led to an average of 6.34 goals per game. It’s the highest since 
1993-94 when the average was 6.48.  

Pavel Bure put up 60 goals that campaign for the Vancouver Canucks, 
who came within a victory of capturing the franchise’s first Stanley Cup 
by defying the odds. 

In the regular season, they had the 13th-ranked power play, 14th-rated 
offence and 17th-rated defence. In the post-season, they allowed the 
fifth-fewest goals and scored the third-most goals. 

The current Canucks aren’t gaining any traction in another plodding 
pursuit of an elusive playoffs position because they can’t defend.  

They have surrendered five or more goals on 18 occasions and only the 
Anaheim Ducks (4.07) have allowed more goals per outing than the 
Canucks and Columbus Blue Jackets (3.93). The problem is magnified 
by a league-worst penalty kill (68.1 per cent) and ill-timed offensive-zone 
pinches that often result in 2-on-1 beaks for the opposition. 

To salvage a tough five-game trip with stops in Tampa Bay on Thursday, 
Florida on Saturday and Carolina on Sunday, the Canucks should recall 
what Luke Schenn said a year ago. 

In advance of losing 4-2 to the Lightning, the veteran blueliner warned 
that building a better resolve was about defending. He had two 
championship rings with Tampa Bay to prove his point, but the 
Presidents’ Trophy winners had to pivot after being swept by the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in first round of the 2018 playoffs. 

They had to learn to grind. They had to learn to do the tough stuff. 

“They were relying a lot more on skill,” recalled Schenn. “They pride 
themselves on being good in the corners and front of the net. The biggest 
thing was the belief in the group and the want to continue to get better.” 

Here’s what the Canucks are facing: 

Brayden Point of the Tampa Bay Lightning looks on during the first period 
against the Colorado Avalanche in Game One of the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Final at Ball Arena on June 15, 2022. 

Canucks at Lightning 

When and where: Thursday at 4 p.m. | Amalie Arena 

TV: Sportsnet | Radio: AM650 

Why WATCH: Kucherov piling up the assists 

The Lightning took a seven-game win streak on home ice into Tuesday’s 
matchup against the hapless Blue Jackets and it was a good to bet the 
over on Nikita Kucherov’s point output. He struck for four points (2-2) in a 
6-3 romp. 

The first-line right-winger has always been able to use his speed, shot 
and deception to score, but his ability to set up teammates has led to 44 
assists to tie league-leader Connor McDavid. Kucherov will make his 
fourth All-Star Game appearance and is on pace to surpass his career 
high of 87 assists in 2018-19. 

“He’s one of those guys that has an influence on the team in such a 
positive way,” said Lightning coach Jon Cooper. “He just had to learn 
how to harness that and that comes with age and experience.” 

Who to WATCH: Centre Braden Point 

Often the beneficiary of sweet feeds from Kucherov, the centre’s 23 
goals include a team high eight power-play goals and seven game-
winners. He’s on pace for a career high 45 goals that would eclipse the 
41 he had to power a 92-point season in 2018-19 to earn an eight-year 
US$76 million extension in 2021. 

Canucks at Panthers 

When and where: Saturday at 4 p.m. | FLA Live Arena 

TV: Sportsnet | Radio: AM650 

Why WATCH: Can Canucks avenge brutal loss? 

J.T. Miller put a 5-1 home-ice drubbing by the Panthers on Dec. 1 in 
perspective and it has become a common refrain. “We don’t show 
enough maturity as a group for an extended period of time,” he said that 
night of giving up three late first-period goals in 59 seconds. Thatcher 
Demko was yanked after allowing three goals on 18 shots and Spencer 
Martin mopped up. 

Who to WATCH: Right-winger Matthew Tkachuk 

Before the Calgary Flames found their footing, the consensus was they 
missed the irritating and effective Tkachuk. He can take a bad penalty, 
but also score a great goal. He’s eighth in league scoring with 51 points 
(22-29) after scoring twice Tuesday in a 5-4 win at Colorado, but he’s 
also third in most penalty minutes (61). 

Canucks at Hurricanes 

When and where: Sunday at 2 p.m. | PNC Arena 

TV: Sportsnet | Radio: AM650 

Why WATCH: Can Canucks avoid early hole? 

Contributing factors to the Hurricanes owning the league’s second-best 
record is they’ve given up the fewest first-period goals and second fewest 
at even strength. The Canucks have surrendered the second most first-
period goals and the fourth most at even strength. 

It could make for an ominous outing if the Canucks cough up early goals 
and let that bleed into the second period. They’ve won just four of 19 
games when trailing after 40 minutes. They can’t let a well-balanced 
team, that doesn’t have a player in top 45 scoring, strike early and often. 

Who to WATCH: Left winger Andrei Svechnikov 

He’s big, fast and a load to handle down low. A team-leading 19 goals 
speak of finish, but the All-Star Game bound Russian is exhibition a 
blistering slapshot that’s handcuffing goalies over the blocker to the far 
side. Despite seven shots and nine attempts Tuesday, he went pointless 
as the Hurricanes blew a 3-1 lead in a rare home-ice loss (12-5-1) by 
falling 5-3 to the resurgent New Jersey Devils. 
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Canucks: Elias Pettersson is only looking forward in the midst of career 
year 
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PITTSBURGH — Super agent Pat Brisson watches a lot of hockey. 

He has dozens of clients playing professionally. Many are high-profile, 
like John Tavares, Patrick Kane, Jonathan Toews and Sidney Crosby. 
Others are less so, like Vancouver Canucks farmhand Christian Wolanin. 

He knows a good thing when he sees one. 

Elias Pettersson has been one of those good things. 

The young Canucks star is in the middle of a three-year deal he signed 
on the eve of the 2021-22 season, but he’s setting himself up well for his 
next deal with his play this season. 

Going into Tuesday’s game in Pittsburgh, Pettersson had 17 goals and 
31 assists in 38 games. Assuming he carries on this season and next like 
this, or improves, he’s in line for a big raise. 

Pettersson will be a restricted free agent in the summer of 2024, but will 
be in a very strong negotiating position as he’ll be just two years shy of 
unrestricted free agency. 

Brisson is taking a wait-and-see approach when it comes to Pettersson’s 
contract situation with the Canucks. 

“The plan was at the time to explore what we could do with the cap 
space,” Brisson said of negotiating the current deal, which averages 
US$7.35 million per season. Quinn Hughes, another client of Brisson’s, 
signed a contract at the same time but went three years longer on his 
deal, at US$7.85 million. 

“I always tell players if you do sign a shorter-term deal you do expand 
your options,” he added. 

Elias Pettersson (left) of the Vancouver Canucks talks to teammate 
Quinn Hughes during their NHL game against the Colorado Avalanche at 
Rogers Arena Jan. 5, 2023. 

The Canucks forward joined Brisson’s stable of clients at CAA Hockey, 
whom Brisson jointly manages with J.P. Barry, two years ago. 

It was a big-picture move for Pettersson, who had been with veteran 
agent Michael Deutsch since before he was drafted fifth overall in the 
2017 NHL Draft by the Canucks. 

Pettersson won’t get into the details behind why he changed, but said it 
was the right decision. 

“He’s worked with all the top guys. It’s always good feedback from what 
he’s learned, or I guess experienced, with other players in the league,” 
Pettersson said Tuesday. 

The switch came as Pettersson was heading for the first big contract 
negotiation of his career. 

After signing his new deal, Pettersson’s season didn’t start well in the fall 
of 2021, as the Swedish star recovered from a wrist injury suffered late 
the previous season. He struggled to be effective. 

But Brisson knew Pettersson would come around. 

And when Pettersson did find his way in the second half, Brisson wasn’t 
surprised. 

He isn’t surprised, either, that Pettersson has taken a whole other step 
this year. Pettersson worked hard last summer in the gym, adding a 
notable amount of strength to his lanky frame. 

He’s also just matured fully into his adult body. Call it “man-strength,” if 
you will. 

“We all know that he has the hockey sense, the hockey IQ, the skill — I 
never questioned his compete. But he was a young man who needed 
strength,” Brisson told Postmedia from Los Angeles on the weekend. 

“He’s stronger in puck battles now. I’d say he’s up by 20 per cent now at 
least on (winning) his puck battles, which translates to puck possession 
and scoring chances. With his hockey IQ he does something with it.” 

Pettersson is feeling as confident in his own game as he ever has, but 
with a caveat, a trait that’s become familiar to anyone who speaks 
regularly with him. He can always be better, he said. 

“I feel like myself, playing with confidence, with poise. Just trying to make 
the right play. But sometimes, maybe I tend to hold on to the puck too 
much, when I’m trying to find a blade,” Pettersson said. 

Success breeds success. When you play well, your confidence grows 
and when you’re a player of Pettersson’s calibre, everything flows from 
there. 

“It become a snowball effect you feel good and two points become four 
and so on.” 

Brisson watches the Canucks often. 

“Even if they’re struggling a little, it’s a team, ironically, I like to watch. 
When they’re going well offensively it’s an entertaining team,” he said. 

When Pettersson signed his current contract, both the player and the 
agent wanted to see the Canucks building themselves towards a winner. 
That hasn’t changed, for either of them. 

“We haven’t really discussed the state of the team. We’ll talk about that 
at the end of the season. He’s more concerned with getting better and 
the team getting better. We’ll see,” Brisson said. 

 

Vancouver Province: LOADED: 01.11.2023 

1209137 Vancouver Canucks 

 

Canucks' Thatcher Demko back on the ice, but not game ready 

 

Patrick Johnston 

Published Jan 10, 2023 

 

PITTSBURGH — Thatcher Demko is getting closer. 

The Vancouver Canucks’ No. 1 netminder was on the ice again Tuesday 
at PPG Paints Arena, as his teammates prepared to face the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

Demko has been out of the lineup since injuring his leg or hip Dec. 3. The 
initial prognosis was he’d be out four to six weeks, but six weeks would 
be Saturday and Demko isn’t yet ready to make a return, coach Bruce 
Boudreau acknowledged. 

“He must be getting closer. I would think. I hope,” Boudreau said. 

Demko skated after the Canucks’ practice on Monday and then was on 
the ice during a very optional morning skate Tuesday, doing rehabilitation 
work with Canucks director of goaltending Ian Clark. 
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Canucks Game Day: Looking for steely D in Steeltown vs. Penguins 

 

Patrick Johnston 

Published Jan 10, 2023  

 

Another game, another team that the Vancouver Canucks match up well 
against offensively, but another team they lag badly behind in defensive 
consistency. 

The Canucks have given up 36 more goals on the season compared to 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, their hosts on Tuesday. 

Given Vancouver has played 39 games this season, that works out to 
roughly one more goal given up per game. 

No, the Canucks haven’t also scored one more goal per game than the 
Penguins. 

It was Bruce Boudreau’s 68th birthday on Monday, so maybe his team 
can deliver him a late birthday gift. 

Martin likely to start 

The Canucks held a very optional morning skate on Tuesday, with Collin 
Delia the only goalie on the ice, working with likely healthy scratches Kyle 
Burroughs, Riley Stillman, Lane Pederson, plus Ethan Bear. 

That suggests Spencer Martin is the likely starting goalie vs. Pittsburgh, 
though Boudreau wasn’t saying when asked. 

He acknowledged that a couple other players might be a game-time 
decision. 

“We’ll have to see tonight because there’s a couple guys that are hurt a 
little bit,” he said. 

Working on the D 

The focus of just about every Canucks practice these days is defending. 

They’ve mostly struggled to execute the lessons in games, though. 

That they have had games where they’ve shut down the likes of Nathan 
MacKinnon and Sidney Crosby makes it all that much more baffling for 
Bo Horvat and his teammates. 

“You’re playing against one of the best players to ever do it and a couple 
other guys on (Pittsburgh’s) squad that’s not too far behind. We have to 
be at our best when we’re obviously in the defensive zone. We’ve done it 
before, obviously not on a consistent basis, but we’ve done it against a 
lot of good players this year,” Horvat said. 

Even as their playoff hopes diminish, the team’s spirit is holding on, he 
said. 

“Obviously we can learn from what we did yesterday, but tomorrow’s 
what matters at this moment.” 

Team solidarity 

The Penguins were in Arizona on Sunday, where they beat the Coyotes 
4-1. 

You’d expect they’d have flown home, but instead they flew to Montreal 
for the Monday funeral of Kris Letang’s father. 

That meant they didn’t get into their hotel beds until 4 a.m. 

Might they be a little fatigued on Tuesday? 

The skids 

The Canucks are just 4-6 in their last 10 games, with Sunday’s dispiriting 
7-4 loss to the Winnipeg Jets knocking away any good vibes from last 

Thursday’s 4-2 toppling of the Stanley Cup champion Colorado 
Avalanche. 

The Penguins may have a winning record, but they’re struggling of late 
as well, going 3-5-2 in their last 10 games. 

Pittsburgh is missing a couple key figures in goalie Tristan Jarry and 
defenceman Jeff Petry, while Letang has been away from the team since 
Jan. 2, dealing with his father’s passing. 

The Penguins are in the thick of a playoff battle, but need to start 
ramping up their push no matter who is in the lineup. 

They’re five points back of the Rangers, who are in fourth place in the 
Metropolitan Division. Pittsburgh has two games in hand on New York, 
though. 

Never a team to take lightly 

Bruce Boudreau dismissed the idea that maybe the Canucks are 
catching the Penguins at the right time, given their recent struggles. 

“You know who they are. You know what they do and you know how they 
play,” he said Tuesday morning. “You’ve got to get your game plan 
according to them being at the best, at the top of their game, because if 
you start believing that they’re gonna be at their worst, and it’s the 
opposite, you’re in trouble.” 

“They can really skate. I always think of that as a Pittsburgh trait. They’re 
very tenacious. They’re an older team that has been together for a while 
so they know how to play with each other,” he added. “Casey DeSmith is 
maybe a notch below Tristan Jarry, but he’s a viable NHL goalie. They’ve 
got a lot of things there that’s going good for them.” 
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How the Canucks will be held back by Tyler Myers, Oliver Ekman-
Larsson problem 

 

By Thomas Drance 

Jan 10, 2023 

 

The Vancouver Canucks blue line is an issue, which isn’t exactly a novel 
statement. 

Not only has it struggled, but Vancouver’s defence corps also ranks 
among the NHL’s most expensive units. In a hard-capped league, 
inefficiency of that magnitude is lethal. 

According to data found at CapFriendly.com, the Canucks currently rank 
fifth among all NHL teams by cap space committed to active defenders 
— behind only the Colorado Avalanche, Boston Bruins, Nashville 
Predators and Winnipeg Jets. That ranking doesn’t factor in Tucker 
Poolman’s $2.5 million contract either, which is currently on long-term 
injured reserve. 

Comparing what Vancouver boasts on their back end with the types of 
defencemen rostered by the other clubs that spend similarly along the 
blue line, well, it’s enough to make you dizzy. 

It’s hard to fathom how Vancouver’s last management group could have 
possibly built a blue line this inadequate and overpriced in the first place. 
Reconstructing the Canucks’ blue line, meanwhile, has been a priority for 
Patrik Allvin and company in their first cycle with the club, but mostly a 
hypothetical one to this point. The improvements that have been made — 
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Travis Dermott, Ethan Bear, Riley Stillman — haven’t exactly moved the 
needle, despite coming at the cost of meaningful futures. 

That level and pace of improvement aren’t going to cut it in a just-get-it-
done league. Particularly not for a club that entered this season intending 
to qualify for the playoffs. 

Unfortunately there’s no easy fix here, and that’s personified by the 
struggles endured this season by two of Vancouver’s most experienced 
(and well-compensated) blueliners: Tyler Myers and Oliver Ekman-
Larsson. 

Myers and Ekman-Larsson both rank among the top 45 defencemen in 
the NHL by cap hit, so they’re paid to be true top-pair defenders. And 
after finding chemistry with one another down the stretch last season — 
their play as a defence pair was an unsung driver of the short-lived 
“Bruce there it is” era’s 57-game success — their contributions have 
fallen well short this season. 

Ekman-Larsson in particular has struggled with his mobility at times, 
taking a significant step back from the classy two-way defensive form 
that he demonstrated throughout his first Canucks campaign. With 
Ekman-Larsson on the ice at five-on-five, the club has been outscored by 
10 and outchanced by 55. 

Myers’ struggles are, perhaps, somewhat less obvious. The Canucks 
haven’t been outscored with Myers on the ice this season, but the 
underlying profile is deeply concerning — even if Myers’ ability to 
squeeze at the blue line and defend in the neutral zone remains solid and 
useful. 

Nonetheless, the Canucks have been outchanced by 76 with Myers on 
the ice, and his plus-5 rating and even five-on-five goal differential are 
almost entirely a product of him sharing the ice with a bunch of elite 
finishers converting at an astounding clip — rather than a reflection of his 
individual contributions. 

In fact, among all regular Canucks defenders, the club is surrendering 
scoring chances, expected goals and shots against at a higher clip with 
Myers on the ice than they’re surrendering with any regular defender this 
season aside from Stillman. 

To reiterate the point, the issue isn’t just that Myers and Ekman-Larsson 
have struggled — both individually and as a defence pair — it’s that 
they’ve struggled to this extent while eating up $13.26 million in cap 
space and earning $15.5 million in combined salary this season. 

To put the level of inefficiency the Canucks are dealing with in 
perspective, I figured I’d utilize The Athletic’s player cards, which are 
compiled by Dom Luszczyszyn and Shayna Goldman using 
Luszczyszyn’s Game Score Value Added metric. Those cards contain a 
market value assessment (which you can read more about here), which 
includes a monetary measurement of each NHL player’s “surplus value” 
provided relative to their salary. 

I crunched the numbers for every single defence pair in the NHL that’s 
played together for at least 245 minutes this season, and Myers and 
Ekman-Larsson score out as far and away the NHL’s least efficient high-
usage pair. Here are the bottom five: 

There’s no pair in the league that’s even in the same inefficiency 
stratosphere as Myers and Ekman-Larsson. 

It should go without saying that an NHL team simply cannot win games in 
this league consistently with a top-four pair providing $14 million in 
negative value. That’s the sort of wound that even Monty Python’s Black 
Knight would readily admit is painful. 

What’s most concerning about Myers and Ekman-Larsson’s decline in 
form this season is the worrisome probability that this isn’t structural, or 
bad cluster luck, or a product of being asked to do too much on a poor 
team. 

Myers will turn 33 in a few weeks’ time and is signed through next 
season, while Ekman-Larsson will turn 32 this upcoming summer and is 

signed through 2027. They both rank among the 50 oldest blueliners in 
the NHL. In a league that’s getting younger and faster every single year, 
there’s a high likelihood that we’ve already seen their best hockey in a 
Canucks uniform. 

Which makes this an issue that’s somewhat intractable, as does the fact 
that Myers has a limited no-trade clause (although he’s due a $5 million 
signing bonus this summer, which should enhance his moveability on the 
trade market once it’s paid) while Ekman-Larsson’s deal includes a full 
no-move clause. Any deals they’re involved in will have to be three-
dimensional, if they’re even possible at all — an open question with the 
upper limit of the salary cap currently projected to be flat for one more 
cycle. 

Elsewhere, Canucks management is staring down the barrel of a ton of 
key expiring contracts over the next 18 months, with players that will 
require substantial raises to retain — Bo Horvat, Andrei Kuzmenko and 
Elias Pettersson among them — while continuing to insist that they 
intend to turn this club around in a hurry. If it’s possible at all, and I’m 
highly skeptical, the whole ball game is going to come down to whether 
this club can successfully shed, or navigate around, their expensive, 
aging, struggling blueliners. 

In the short term anyway, this team isn’t going to significantly improve 
unless they can get both cheaper and better all at once on the back end, 
which is all but impossible to achieve without significant blue line 
prospects pushing for NHL jobs — something Vancouver almost entirely 
lacks. 

This is one of those items that requires an organization to take a step 
back and be deeply honest with itself in sketching out a path forward. 
While both Ekman-Larsson and Myers are quality professionals who 
could potentially help a winning team in depth roles, as long as they 
remain on the books with their current contracts playing at this level the 
Canucks aren’t going to sniff the playoffs — not solely because of their 
individual contributions, but also because of the options for improvement 
that their presence on the club’s cap sheet removes off the table. 

This is one of the main reasons why taking an intentional step back in the 
short term — and monetizing just about everything with value over the 
age of 25 — is probably this franchise’s only meaningful path back to 
contention this decade. 
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NHL99: Teemu Selanne’s record-setting rookie season was all flash … 
and substance 

 

Joshua Kloke 

14-17 minutes 11/01/2023 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Some 30 years after Keith Tkachuk saw Teemu Selanne skate for the 
first time, he still scratches his head in bewilderment at his then-fellow 
NHL rookie. 

“I don’t know how he could move that fast with an effortless stride,” said 
Tkachuk, himself a veteran of over 1,200 NHL games and current 
director of recruitment for the St. Louis Blues. “When he found that open 
ice, damn, he was gone.” 
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Selanne’s nickname, “The Finnish Flash,” wasn’t just a clever piece of 
alliteration. It was a testament to one of the fastest and most remarkable 
goal scorers in NHL history, who comes in at No. 23 on our list of the 
greatest players of the NHL’s modern era. 

And never was that more evident than in Selanne’s 1992-93 rookie 
season, when he captured the hearts of the Winnipeg Jets fan base, and 
the entire NHL for that matter, with his lighthearted approach, 
otherworldly skill — and 76 goals. 

There are a few NHL records that are difficult to imagine ever being 
broken, and Selanne’s record for goals by an NHL rookie is at the top of 
that list. 

This is the inside story, told by the people who watched it up close, of 
one of the most remarkable individual seasons in NHL history. 

There was plenty of intrigue in Selanne ahead of the 1992-93 season: He 
was the No. 10 pick in the 1988 NHL Draft but continued to develop in 
Finland while completing mandatory military service. Because he had not 
signed a contract with the Jets leading up to the 1992-93 season, he was 
able to sign an offer sheet. The Calgary Flames stepped up with a three-
year, $2.7 million contract that trumped the Jets’ offer.  

The Jets eventually matched the offer, which set up Selanne to make his 
NHL debut on a team that featured other touted rookies such as 
Tkachuk, Alexei Zhamnov and Evgeny Davydov. 

John Paddock, Jets head coach: (Former Jets GM) Mike Smith talked to 
me about the young players drafted who were on the way. Did anyone 
expect (Selanne) to score the amount of goals he did? Obviously not. We 
had six rookies in the lineup and despite how talented they might be, six 
rookies is a lot. 

Phil Housley, teammate: John Paddock took over (in 1991-92) and had a 
very regimented focus on conditioning and ensuring there was a little bit 
more grit to our lineup. (Selanne) was in really good shape. The other 
rookies had to catch up. 

Paddock: I went to Finland that summer before he came. His pure 
explosiveness was eye-catching. 

Darrin Shannon, teammate: Before training camp, a bunch of us were 
skating in River Heights. Teemu comes out to skate in a community rink. 
There’s guys that are good, fast skaters, but his speed and power, that 
was something you can’t teach. 

Housley: Once we started camp, we thought, “This could be really fun.” 

Tkachuk: (John Paddock) liked his rough stuff, but don’t kid yourself, 
coaches love skill guys. How could you not love what Teemu did? He 
made a lot of great players look very average. The league didn’t have 
that. They had Federov, Mogilny, Bure, but they didn’t have that speed. 
He’d come in so fast that the goalie would lose track of things. 

Luciano Borsato, teammate: You noticed (Selanne) right away. It was his 
evolution just from the beginning of games, and you’d say, “Holy s—.” 
His first few games he’d get breakaway after breakaway. We all said at 
the beginning of the year, “If this kid ever starts scoring on his 
breakaways, he’s going to be scary.”  

Housley: When I was in Buffalo in my first year, Gilbert Perrault called me 
to the back of the bus just to talk hockey. And that reminded me of 
Teemu when he came. Here’s a guy that thinks the game like I do, who 
loves to create offense. That’s how we had that chemistry. I was looking 
for him all the time. I may not have been looking right at him to sell it, but 
I always knew where he was. 

Selanne scored 11 goals in his first 11 NHL games and teammates 
would marvel at how he accomplished things on the ice so few had ever 
seen. 

Borsato: He would stand at the blue line, get a pass from Housley and, 
boom, he was on a breakaway. Early on, opponents didn’t know who he 
was and they underestimated how fast and strong he was. He would 

absolutely run at guys. Defensemen were stunned. We had to tell him, 
“You don’t need to just hit guys like that.” 

Stu Barnes, teammate: He would receive a puck, turn and accelerate. A 
defenseman would be playing him and feel comfortable that he had him 
angled and covered until the point that you could see them say, “Uh oh, I 
don’t.” 

Housley: He could create his own space. Back then, we had to play the 
red line so you couldn’t generate a lot of speed from your own end zone 
out. And he had a great knack for timing and when to jump into a hole to 
get the puck in. A lot of players back then, you had to work a little harder 
to get them the puck, but Teemu knew how to jump into holes. And once 
he got a leg on you, it was over. 

Barnes: Every night he had a breakaway. Night after night, you just think, 
“He can’t get another one, can he?” 

Bob Essensa, teammate: Through October and November, you’re just 
waiting for the bubble to pop with him. But it never did. 

Midway through the season, teammates realized Selanne might be on 
the verge of a historic season. 

Shannon: We had a game in Washington in mid-December. We all went 
out and probably had too many beers. Teemu had to go to the Finnish 
Consulate and wasn’t out with us that night. We played Washington the 
next day and we went down 3-0 in the first few minutes, which obviously 
wasn’t good. But Teemu ended up having a hat trick and an assist. The 
only reason we were in that game. We ended up losing that game, but 
we were still all like, “OK, we were terrible but this rookie is carrying the 
bus.” 

Mike Lalor, teammate: The first half of the season, he just went about his 
business and nobody was really paying attention to him. And then we 
went into Toronto, and it was pretty clear, hey, you want to beat the 
Winnipeg Jets, you better pay attention to Teemu Selanne. And this is 
my impression, but they thought, “He’s a Finnish guy. Let’s just hit him.” 
But Teemu went out there and laid two or three of the hardest, heaviest 
body checks that I ever saw. And that opened my eyes. Don’t mess with 
Teemu. We sent a pretty clear message that you’re not going to 
intimidate him. I think that helped him. 

Kris King, teammate: I was playing for the New York Rangers. After a 
meeting ended, (then Rangers head coach) Roger Neilson called me into 
his office and he said “I’ve got bad news and worse news: You’ve been 
traded to Winnipeg.” I said, “Good God, what could be worse than that?” 
He said, “Tie Domi is going with you.” 

Paddock: We were on the island and Uwe Krupp of all people was trying 
to abuse him a little bit. We needed a different mix in our group. We 
needed some players that weren’t going to let our team get pushed 
around. 

As Selanne grabbed a hold of the NHL, he became more comfortable 
around his teammates. His happy-go-lucky personality and unique 
hobbies began to shine through. 

Essensa: He had a collection of cars that probably he wouldn’t have seen 
before he came to Winnipeg. He liked fast cars and unique cars. I think 
he had amassed some pretty high fines. He drives like the way he skates 
— one speed only. 

Tkachuk: I went in a car once while he was doing his racing on an empty 
road and I’ve never been as scared in my life. 

Housley: Everything about him, he wanted to go fast. 

King: Teemu always had time for everybody. He didn’t care if we had to 
go, he took his time because if somebody stood outside to get his 
autograph, he’d stop for him. That was refreshing to see for a young 
player. I think it opened some eyes on our team with guys who didn’t 
think it was important. But Teemu got it as a young guy. Getting to the 
rink was the best part of his day. And that was contagious in Winnipeg, 
where potentially some guys didn’t want to be there. 
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Barnes: You never got the sense, at first, that he was going to be a big 
star just because of how laid back he was. 

Mike Eagles, teammate: My son Christopher was a year and a half. For 
whatever reason, every time Teemu would see him, Teemu would pick 
him up and put him in the air. (Exaggerated voice) “Hello Christopher!” 
He would always take the time. 

Borsato: That season a lot of guys wanted his stick. I had a stick signed 
by him. All of us did. At the time, it wasn’t like you would get sticks all the 
time. We’d ask him to sign his stick, and he would. He would keep 
signing his own new sticks from his shelf. After a while, the equipment 
manager at the time would have to tell the whole room, “Enough guys, 
Teemu doesn’t have any sticks.” Teemu didn’t realize we were stealing 
his sticks. 

Eagles: At the Christmas party that year, we put skates on him. Teemu 
had his dogs on the ice, too. Christopher was scared of skating but once 
he saw Teemu and his dogs, he wasn’t scared any longer. 

Selanne’s easygoing persona was perhaps most evident with how late he 
would arrive to the rink compared to teammates, and how quickly he 
would throw on all of his gear.  

Dallas Eakins, teammate: If they ever did a contest on how fast you could 
go from standing in your underwear to having all your equipment on, 
Teemu would have the record. 

Paddock: He prepared a little bit differently than people were used to. But 
you couldn’t say he wasn’t ready to play. 

Eakins: Teemu wasn’t going to be late, but if he was supposed to be 
somewhere at noon, 11:59 was fine. 

Shannon: If someone gave him a hard time he was always like “I’ll just go 
out and score a goal tomorrow, all good.” 

Few had a front-row seat to this approach like Essensa, who sat beside 
Selanne in the Jets’ dressing room. 

Essensa: He would ask me where I should shoot on each goalie. Not that 
he followed it to a “T,” because he had dozens of ways to score goals, 
but it was a routine and it probably rubbed some of the veterans the 
wrong way, having a rookie literally get ready (for the opposition) a 
minute before games. 

King: You’d think that he didn’t care, but you’d be up by two at the end of 
the first period. As an older guy, I realized that the way you think things 
go don’t have to be the way it is for everybody else. 

Selanne went goalless through three games in mid-February. He would 
only go three games without scoring on three separate occasions 
throughout the entire season. But after those three games, Selanne 
recovered with a typical scoring barrage, tallying six goals in his next 
three games. Any doubt over whether he would eclipse Mike Bossy’s 
NHL record for most goals by a rookie (54) was extinguished.  

The Jets entered the month of March with a home game against the 
Quebec Nordiques, and Selanne was three goals back of setting the 
record.  

Selanne scored one goal each in the first and second periods, bringing a 
sense of anticipation to the Winnipeg Arena crowd. 

Midway through the third period, Domi absorbed a check along the 
boards in his own zone while simultaneously flipping the puck high into 
the neutral zone. Selanne followed the bobbling puck and took a few 
strides past his marker. Nordiques goalie Stephane Fiset came sprawling 
out to the faceoff dot to try and poke check the puck away from Selanne.  

With his left hand, Selanne poked the puck above Fiset and into the goal.  

His celebration became one of the most iconic in NHL history. 

Eakins: What I was doing on the ice at that point, I had no idea. He got 
past the goalie coming out and just touched the puck in. I went to 

congratulate him, and when he whipped that glove up, I thought, “What is 
he doing?” As I’m coming in, and I’ll never forget this, I’m processing that 
it’s going to come down right in front of me: Should I catch it or let it go? I 
got halfway in between and let it go. A lot of times when I go speak now, I 
always start it off by talking about many people there will know I coach in 
the NHL, but very few will know I’m in the Hall of Fame. 

Everybody looks at me, and I show the video and I stop the video when it 
gets to me and I say, “That video is always playing at the Hall of Fame.” 

They stopped the game after. Mike Lalor and I went to the side of the 
bench and went down on one knee. He said, “Kid, take all this in, this 
record will never be broken again.” 

It gives me goosebumps. 

Selanne entered the final day of the regular season, April 15, with 75 
goals, one up on Buffalo Sabres forward Alex Mogilny for the league 
lead. 

But Mogilny, playing in an earlier time zone, potted two goals against the 
Philadelphia Flyers, briefly taking the lead over Selanne. 

With a playoff spot long wrapped up, the entire Jets team was focused on 
propelling Selanne to becoming the goal-scoring leader. 

In the end, Selanne finished tied with Mogilny with 76 goals and was a 
slam dunk pick for the Calder Trophy as the NHL’s rookie of the year. 

No NHL player has come close to that number in any season since. 

Among NHL players with at least 1,200 games played, Selanne’s .471 
career goals per game is ninth in league history. 

His legacy remains not just with a special season in Winnipeg that 
completely defied logic and expectations, but how he was one of the first 
players to usher in a new era in which speed and skill became 
predominant over size. 

King: Winnipeg had bragging rights for a bit, having one of the best 
young players in the game. Teemu thrived off that. 

Tkachuk: (Winnipeg) was a small market but it felt like a big market 
because of Teemu. 

Paddock: We went to Calgary and I was standing underneath their seats. 
They have a different sort of sound to them. When (Selanne) came on 
the ice for warmup it was just like, “Ooh and ahh” and people were 
stamping their feet on the aluminum. It reminded me of when Guy Lafleur 
would come on the ice at the Montreal Forum. The anticipation of 
something that gave everybody chills. It was just a unique thing where 
you realize how special player you had. 

 

Tkachuk: He changed the way the game of hockey is played now. 
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How Connor McDavid can (eventually) join Wayne Gretzky in the NHL’s 
2,000 points club 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

7-9 minutes 11/01/2023 

 

If Wayne Gretzky never scored a single goal, he would still be the NHL’s 
all-time scoring leader with 1,963 points. 
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It’s one of the most incredulous stats in all of sports, one that best 
exemplifies The Great One’s greatness. But greatness is generational 
and the time is coming for one of hockey’s greatest facts to become 
fiction.  

Gretzky is the only player in hockey history to amass over 2,000 points, 
but it’s starting to look more than possible that he may finally have 
company in the not-so-distant future. With each passing game of pure 
offensive dominance, Connor McDavid looks hungry to one day join 
Gretzky atop hockey’s scoring pantheon.  

It’s still extremely early. Extremely early. McDavid isn’t even halfway 
there yet, currently sitting at 774 points in 529 games. But he’s climbing 
extremely quickly with 77 of those points coming this season … in just 42 
games. McDavid is on an incredible 150-point pace — a feat not seen 
since Mario Lemieux in 1995-96 — and his scoring feels like no fluke. 
Not after he scored 33 points in 16 playoff games last spring and not 
after he scored 105 points in 56 games during the pandemic shortened 
2020-21 season.  

Since January 2021, McDavid has scored 342 points in just 198 games, 
regular season and playoffs combined. That’s nearly two-and-a-half 
seasons worth of hockey where he’s averaged a 142-point pace. That’s 
his true talent level and it’s altered his future trajectory to a point where 
one of hockey’s rarest milestones feels genuinely within reach.  

Can Connor McDavid be the first player since Wayne Gretzky to score 
over 2,000 points? Yes, he can.  

Again — it’s really early for an exercise like this. Anything can happen 
and we don’t have a crystal ball to see exactly what the future holds. But, 
why not have some fun? For the sake of a fun little science experiment, 
we can still make an educated guess based on what McDavid has done 
to date combined with how players normally age. 

It’s an experiment I’ve conducted in the past for Alex Ovechkin’s quest to 
break the all-time goals record. More recently I’ve done the same 
exercise with Auston Matthews for our NHL99 series as his goal-scoring 
prowess was following along a similar path to Ovechkin’s (right down to 
the age 25 slump). 

Now it’s McDavid’s turn. Here’s the math. 

McDavid is currently projected to finish the 2022-23 season with 148 
points; 71 more than he currently has. That means that after this season 
he should be sitting somewhere around 845 — almost halfway there. 
That’s the easy projection to make. The much more difficult one is 
projecting the next decade (or more) of McDavid’s career. 

Going that far in the future will create much more room for error. It 
expects a steady and gentle curve, one that ignores any potential ebbs 
and flows in McDavid’s trajectory, long-term injuries, lockouts (ugh), 
changing goal-scoring environments, and anything else that might alter 
McDavid’s production path. We don’t know exactly how McDavid will age, 
but it’s possible to estimate it using a standard age curve (one that 
McDavid may very likely eclipse anyway).  

Here’s what we get each season if we do that with McDavid expected to 
play roughly 80 games per season, the rate he’s averaged since his 
rookie year. 

For five straight seasons, McDavid has scored at a 120-point pace or 
higher. He’s expected to keep that level up for another five seasons after 
this one, right until he’s 30. After that is where the age curve generally 
starts to accelerate where McDavid likely only has two-to-three more 
years above a 100-point pace. 

Still, that’s a long time at that level of production and it’s what makes 
2,000 points possible. More than possible. This exercise suggests that 
McDavid can keep being a 100-point scorer even into his mid-30s which 
is obviously rare, but not that far-fetched for someone who is already one 
of the greatest players of all time. Sidney Crosby, now 35, scored at that 
rate last season and is maintaining that pace this season. It’s definitely 
doable for McDavid and this projection is actually conservative, pegging 

McDavid as “just” a point-per-game player at age 35. If he can maintain 
his production as Crosby has, the sky really is the limit. This forecast 
might even be conservative. 

If McDavid can more-or-less stay on that path, and play until he’s 40, he 
would finish his career with 2,237 points — 834 goals and 1,403 assists. 
He’d hit 2,000 sometime during his age-36 season, right around his 37th 
birthday. That’s a sizeable cushion that gives McDavid plenty of leeway 
to reach rarified air. 

Here’s what his trajectory would look like with expected years labeled for 
important milestones. 

McDavid is on track to crack 1,000 points before his 27th birthday, 
somewhere around the 660-game mark. That would make him the fourth 
fastest to 1,000 points behind Gretzky (424), Lemieux (513) and Mike 
Bossy (656). There’s a very real chance McDavid can be the third fastest 
and he should comfortably land in the top five with Jarri Kurri currently 
holding down that spot in 716 games. 

Getting to 1,000 so fast is what gives McDavid ample opportunity to likely 
reach the next few milestones. He should hit 1,500 before his 1,000th 
game in his age-30 season, leaving a lot of runway for the final 500 
points. The math is very much in McDavid’s favor. 

But it takes more than math and projection to break milestones and 
there’s a reason no one else has gotten there. McDavid is a generational 
icon, but the NHL is a grind where nothing is given. Health is a massive 
factor in figuring out where McDavid lands once the dust settles on his 
illustrious career and health is far from a guarantee. 

To date, McDavid has been remarkably healthy, missing very few games 
since a freak accident in his rookie season. Staying healthy throughout 
his prime has provided a sizeable advantage in chasing down scoring 
accolades, but it needs to continue for another decade for all of this to be 
possible. With good health (and no league stoppages), it would’ve been 
Crosby likely being the second to join the 2,000-point club, as he missed 
out on roughly 350 points throughout the prime of his career.  

McDavid has been much more fortunate on that front and he’s also been 
more fortunate when it comes to the scoring environment. The NHL has 
experienced an offensive boom over the last five years coinciding with 
McDavid’s peak years. It’s a change that Crosby never benefitted from 
that gives McDavid some extra cushion for his career totals.  

There are a lot of outside factors that make 2,000 points possible for 
McDavid, but at the end of the day the biggest factor is him.  

He’s that guy. He’s the greatest player in the world and already one of 
the greatest players of all time. He has the talent to make something that 
feels almost inconceivable feel not just possible, but likely.  

When all is said and done, McDavid should be the NHL’s second player 
to 2,000 points. He’ll need some luck on his side to get there, but with the 
way he’s trending, it’s looking like a matter of when, not if. Enjoy the 
greatness. 
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NHL Tank Index: Flyers up, Ducks down, Panthers added in race for 
Connor Bedard 

 

Sean McIndoe 

15-19 minutes 11/01/2023 

 

It’s January. Do you know where your team’s tank is? 
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You should, because we’re about to hit the halfway point of the season, 
and it’s time to get serious about losing with our second Tank Index of 
the season. This is normally a gimmick that I break out once a year, but 
this upcoming draft class is so top-heavy that we needed multiple check-
ins along the way. 

Our first came back in November, with the surprisingly awful Ducks and 
Blue Jackets leading the way. Since then, we’ve seen teams move up 
and down the standings. But far more importantly, we’ve just seen a 
world juniors where Connor Bedard went absolute cheat code on the rest 
of the world. If anything, the urgency should be even higher now. Spoiler 
alert: For at least a few teams, it absolutely is. 

As always, this entire exercise takes place in a fictional alternate 
universe where tanking exists, because Gary Bettman has assured us 
that it doesn’t in this one and he wouldn’t lie to us. We’re scoring teams 
based on four criteria: 

Season so far: How are they doing so far? A team will have less 
motivation to really commit to a tank if the absolute bottom is already out 
of reach. The worse the record, the better the score. 

Seller potential: Who has the potential to get worse quickly by trading 
useful contributors? The key here is having useful players that others 
teams might actually want. 

Goaltending problems: The most volatile position in hockey is also the 
key to a tank. One hot goalie can ruin the plan, while a few lousy ones 
can make it look easy. 

Motivation: Maybe the most important factor of all, especially this year. 
Sure, you want a high draft pick, but how far are you willing to go? If 
you’re a GM, are you risking your job? If you’re the owner, will it impact 
your bottom line? Will the media be calling for heads? What about the fan 
base? 

Four scores, each out of 10, and then we add it all up 

Last time, we looked at a dozen teams that felt like tanking contenders, 
which feels like a good cutoff. This time around, the Predators and 
Sabres have played well enough to escape consideration, at least 
temporarily. That means that two new teams have joined the list, and one 
of them has some unique circumstances attached. We’ll get to those 
groups first. 

12. Florida Panthers 

Season so far: 5/10. In an almost unfathomable fall, the Panthers have 
gone from 120-point powerhouse to sub-.500 also-ran. That’s a nearly 
unprecedented plummet, and an unquestioned disaster for the franchise, 
but they’re still not all that close to the bottom. 

Seller potential: 3/10. There would certainly be interest in some of their 
veterans if they decided to move them. But as far as rentals on expiring 
deals, there’s really not much to offer here. 

Goaltending problems: 8/10. Sergei Bobrovsky is double trouble, since 
he’s both bad and incredibly expensive. Spencer Knight has been better, 
and should be the starter. But if the Panthers said they were sticking with 
Bobrovsky to “get him right,” it would be the perfect cover for a second-
half tank. It’s the perfect crime, what could go wrong? 

Motivation: -10/10. Oh, right. 

Here’s the problem with the Panthers’ tank potential: They don’t have 
their own first-round pick. They traded it to Montreal for Ben Chiarot last 
year, and it’s not lottery protected. So if the Panthers do bottom out, or 
get “lucky” on lottery day, they’ll be handing a generational prospect to a 
division rival. 

A quick aside: This is pretty much the same situation the Maple Leafs 
found themselves in back in 1990-91, when they’d traded away their pick 
in the Eric Lindros draft and then ended up neck-and-neck with the 
Nordiques for dead last. To their credit, they found a pretty clever 
solution: They traded picks and prospects to the tanking Nords in 

exchange for a bunch of veterans, making Toronto slightly better and 
Quebec even worse. A win-win trade for two teams that couldn’t win. 

Tank total: 6/40. Patrick Kane to the Panthers, is what I’m trying to say. 

11. Ottawa Senators 

Season so far: 5/10. They’re hovering around .500, which isn’t where 
they wanted to be but is well out of basement territory. And they’re 
trending in the wrong direction, which is to say, up. 

Seller potential: 4/10. As Ian recently put it, “it doesn’t feel like Ottawa 
has any valuable pieces to move at the trade deadline.” Cam Talbot 
seems like the only real name to watch. 

Goaltending problems: 4/10. When we last did this, Talbot had barely 
played and Anton Forsberg was looking shaky. But now both guys are 
performing at about a league-average level, so their rating here drops. 

Motivation: 4/10. The preference in Ottawa is still to make a playoff push, 
or at least come close enough to make the second half feel meaningful. 
There have been a few times over the last month where that’s felt 
plausible, but they’re still one bad losing streak away from the writing 
being on the wall. 

Tank total: 17/40. As we mentioned last time, the Pierre Dorion factor 
looms large here. If they did get back into the lottery race, would he even 
be around to make the pick in June? If he doesn’t think so, the tanking 
question is probably moot. 

Seattle scored on every third shot they took. And all eight of their goals 
came at even strength. 

You have to go back to the early 1990s to find comparable losses for the 
Senators. 

“We got what we deserved.” 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Season so far: 5/10. The other new entry on our list, the Wings started 
strong — too strong to really be in the running for the basement — but 
have been fading lately. 

Seller potential: 5/10. They have a decent list of pending UFAs, although 
at this point they’re not trading Dylan Larkin. They’d probably like to 
move Jakub Vrana, but he’s barely played this year so losing him doesn’t 
hurt. Nobody else on the list really moves the needle, unless Steve 
Yzerman goes for volume. 

Goaltending problems: 5/10. Ville Husso’s save percentage has dropped 
each month, and Alex Nedeljkovic continues to look like a one-year 
wonder. 

Motivation: 3/10. The Red Wings have been rebuilding forever, and this 
was supposed to be the year that an offseason spending spree moved 
them back into the realm of playoff contention. It started off looking that 
way, but lately, not so much. Still, Yzerman has been patiently executing 
on his plan for years, and it would feel completely out of character for him 
to suddenly start dismantling the roster just to chase lottery odds. 

Tank total: 18/40. Also, the Red Wings never win the lottery anyway, so 
why bother. 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Season so far: 4/10. Dude, I have no idea. Last time around, they’d come 
off an eight-game losing streak and were in the middle of winning seven 
in a row. They’d lose six of their next seven, mixed in a four-game win 
streak, and lately they’ve been winning again. Add it all up and they’re 
over .500, with the best record of any team on our list. 

Seller potential: 8/10. This is their strength, with Vladimir Tarasenko and 
Ryan O’Reilly both nearing UFA status. But wait, aren’t both guys hurt? 
Yes, which is bad for the team but good for the tank, as long as both are 
healthy again by the deadline. 
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Goaltending problems: 6/10. Jordan Binnington continues to put up 
numbers that are below league average, not to mention worse than his 
backup. We know he can get hot, but for now I’m nudging this score up a 
bit. 

Motivation: 3/10. And falling. The Blues are inexplicably still kicking 
around the playoff race. If they fall apart without O’Reilly and Tarasenko, 
fine. But if they’re still within range, I don’t think Doug Armstrong is going 
to blow it all up. 

Tank total: 21/40. To be continued after their upcoming 12-game losing 
streak. 

8. Philadelphia Flyers 

Season so far: 7/10. After a surprisingly solid start, they’ve settled in 
closer to what most of us assumed they’d be. 

Seller potential: 4/10. James van Riemsdyk hasn’t done much, so trading 
him doesn’t change a ton. Charlie raised the possibility of the team 
exploring a Kevin Hayes move, which is intriguing but feels unlikely, at 
least until the offseason. 

Goaltending problems: 5/10. Carter Hart started strong but has been 
mediocre since. With this roster, mediocre might be all they need. 

Motivation: 6/10. This score is trending upwards. My concern was always 
that the Comcast bosses weren’t willing to accept a rebuild, but John 
Tortorella sure seems to be. 

Tank total: 22/40. With a better score in every category than they had in 
November, the Flyers make the biggest overall jump of any team on our 
list. 

7. Vancouver Canucks 

Season so far: 4/10. After a brutal start, they’ve been better. They’ve 
even flirted with the playoffs a few times, but only briefly. 

Seller potential: 7/10. A Bo Horvat trade now feels inevitable. Drance and 
others are calling for much more, but at this point there’s little indication 
the Canucks agree. 

Goaltending problems: 8/10. This is the big jump, as Thatcher Demko’s 
injury has turned a potential strength into a weakness. In theory, he 
should be back soon. But as Drance points out, there’s an opportunity 
here to be cautious with him … maybe even a little too cautious. 

Motivation: 5/10. The fans seem to be OK with at least a short-term tank. 
The media is too, for the most part. The front office is a tougher call. But 
what about the owner? If Francesco Aquilini isn’t on board, none of the 
rest of it matters. 

Tank total: 24/40. Higher than you’d have thought coming into the 
season, yet somehow lower than I’m guessing their fans would want to 
see. Welcome to the mushy middle. Get comfortable, this team looks like 
they may be staying a while. 

6. Montreal Canadiens 

Season so far: 5/10. They held their own early, but have been awful 
lately. The record is still OK, but it’s clear which direction this is headed. 

Seller potential: 7/10. Sean Monahan was looking good before he got 
hurt, and should be back soon. His absence coincided with their losing 
streak, which for our purposes is a plus because it suggests that an 
eventual trade may move the needle. 

Goaltending problems: 7/10. Jake Allen is fading, and he remains pretty 
much the only option. 

Motivation: 9/10. Last time, I wrote that “if the team wobbles into the 
range of a top pick, chances are they wouldn’t hesitate to do what 
needed to be done.” Let’s just say they’re a-wobbling. 

Tank total: 28/40. A nice increase over their November score. And of 
course, there’s the Panthers possibility hanging over all of this. Hmm, 
wonder how Bedard would look on a line with Adam Fantilli … 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Season so far: 9/10. They entered the week with the second-worst record 
in the league. 

Seller potential: 4/10. Gustav Nyquist and Vladislav Gavrikov are the two 
rentals, with the latter moving up trade boards recently. Not sure either 
guy moves the needle all that much as far as making the Blue Jackets 
worse, though. 

Goaltending problems: 8/10. They scored a perfect 10 last time thanks to 
Elvis Merzlikins, but Joonas Korpisalo has emerged as a solid 
replacement. 

Motivation: 8/10. This certainly wasn’t the plan heading into the season, 
but my sense is that Columbus fans have already embraced a bad year 
as an opportunity. 

Tank total: 29/40. A slight dip from the November list, but if the 
goaltending sorts itself out then they’re right back in the mix. Hey Joonas, 
that hang nail looks painful, sure you don’t want to shut it down for a few 
months? 

4. Anaheim Ducks 

Season so far: 9/10. They’ve banked enough wins lately to move out of 
dead last, but are still well within range of top-two odds. 

Seller potential: 4/10. They’re down a point from November because 
John Klingberg continues to trudge along. He hasn’t been bad, but at this 
point his absence doesn’t feel like it would be a major difference-maker. 

Goaltending problems: 7/10. John Gibson was bad in October and 
November, but posted a respectable .907 in December and has been 
close to that so far in January. 

Motivation: 9/10. A rebuilding team with a new GM is just about the best-
case scenario when it comes to tank potential. 

Tank total: 29/40. They were a mildly surprising list-topper in November, 
but have faded a bit thanks to Gibson and a few extra wins. The prize is 
still there for the taking, but they’ve surrendered their lead. 

3. Arizona Coyotes 

Season so far: 7/10. They’ve been far better than expected, especially 
factoring in those mammoth road trips. That said, they’re still well within 
range of the bottom. 

Seller potential: 7/10. Jakob Chychrun is back and contributing, which 
means that finally moving him would make them worse. Will they ever get 
around to actually doing it? 

Goaltending problems: 6/10. Karel Vejmelka has been a great story, but 
he’s getting shelled out there — he leads the league in shots faced — 
and you wonder how long he can keep it up. 

Motivation: 10/10. The Coyotes have always been clear on what this year 
is all about. 

Tank total: 30/40. Full credit to the players for competing. But they’re 
hanging around, and that shutout loss to the Hawks really sent a 
message. 

2. San Jose Sharks 

Season so far: 8/10. They’ve been bad, although not quite bad enough to 
keep pace with the worst of the worst. 

Seller potential: 7/10. The Timo Meier watch continues. Remember, he’s 
an RFA this summer, so the Sharks don’t have to move him even if they 
can’t find a long-term deal. But Corey thinks a trade is still the most likely 
outcome. 
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Goaltending problems: 7/10. James Reimer has slowed down, and 
Kaapo Kahkonen isn’t good. They got one good game from Eetu 
Makiniemi and immediately sent him back to the minors, because he was 
going to ruin everything it was better for his development. 

Motivation: 9/10. Mike Grier is a new GM, and while his long-term cap 
situation is a mess, his team is giving him every opportunity to land a 
new franchise player. 

Tank total: 31/40. We haven’t mentioned their trump card: Trading Erik 
Karlsson. That’s because it just doesn’t seem like a realistic possibility at 
this point. But if you start hearing rumors from the connected insiders, 
nudge the Sharks up a few points. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks 

Season so far: 10/10. After a worryingly decent start, the Hawks are 
playing some of the worst hockey we’ve ever seen. If they keep this up, 
they might challenge those Lindros-era Nordiques as the worst non-
expansion team in NHL history. 

Seller potential: 6/10. Last time, they scored a 9/10 based on the 
possibility of moving Patrick Kane and/or Jonathan Toews. Both guys are 
still on the block, but their score has gone down. Why? Because I’m not 
convinced that trading either guy would actually make them all that 
worse. They’ve recently been posting a win percentage that starts with a 
two, which somewhat paradoxically lowers the tanking value in trading 
two future Hall of Famers. 

Goaltending problems: 7/10. Petr Mrazek has been bad, as expected, as 
has someone named Arvid Soderblom. But Alex Stalock seems to have 
missed a memo, and even had a shutout last week. Gosh, it would be a 
shame if they decided they had to rest him down the stretch. 

Motivation: 10/10. Kyle Davidson did this on purpose, we all knew he was 
doing it, and while you didn’t have to like it, any potential blowback is 
already baked in. 

Tank total: 33/40. The Blackhawks left the door open for other teams in 
the opening weeks, but they’ve found their groove. They’re awful, they 
could get at least somewhat worse, and best of all for Chicago fans, they 
might not even need to. This is starting to feel like the 2012-13 Cup team 
that didn’t lose for the first half of the season: The big prize is theirs to 
win, and everyone else is playing for second. 
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ESPN / Avalanche work to get most out of Cale Makar without burning 
him out 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

Nothing is wrong with Cale Douglas Makar. He's still the same player. It's 
just that he has to be a different version of the one who won the Conn 
Smythe, Norris Trophy and Stanley Cup all within a matter of weeks last 
season. 

These days, the Colorado Avalanche are more of an infirmary than a 
juggernaut. A year ago, they were atop the Central Division standings 
with the best record in the Western Conference through 38 games. This 
year, they are two points out of the final wild-card spot (although they 
have games in hand). That's not to say the Avs cannot repeat as Cup 
champions. But repeating means getting everyone healthy, and there's 
no real timetable for when that might happen. 

That means countermeasures must be made. Giving Makar more 
minutes is one of them. As in almost an extra two full minutes per game 
compared to last season. As a result, he leads the league in minutes 
played on top of taking on additional responsibilities others may not 
realize. 

Makar is still ever-present. Just not in the way you might expect or fans 
might like to see. It may not come in the form of bombastic displays, 
dekes, end-to-end goals, hesitation moves, toe drags and the other 
things he does to manipulate an opponent in the blink of an eye. 

Everything that makes Makar an imminent threat is still there. It's just that 
he has to be so much more that at times he has to be something less. 

In other words, he has to learn to pick his spots and conserve his energy 
-- and even Makar admits, he has not fully adjusted the way he would 
like. 

"I don't know if it is so much the fact of not being able to play the style I 
want," Makar said. "Even given these minutes, great players find a way 
to be able to manage that. ... I'm not sure if it is the change of style and 
still wanting to do your exact style. It's not up to standard." 

Those who know Makar are aware he is self-critical. His current dilemma 
stems from how he can find the most effective way to be at his best while 
helping the Avalanche win. That requires juggling what it means to play 
more than 27 minutes a game, lead his team in 5-on-5 ice time, rank 
second in both short-handed minutes played and in power-play minutes 
while quarterbacking Colorado on the man advantage. 

He's averaging 27:23 and has played so much 5-on-5 time that he leads 
the team by more than 20 total minutes (mainly due to Makar's defensive 
partner, Devon Toews, missing two games). Mikko Rantanen, who has 
played in every game and is third on the Avalanche in time on ice, trails 
Makar by more than 60 minutes. 

Makar's minutes have gradually increased since he entered the league. 
So have his responsibilities. He has lived up to the expectations of being 
a top-pairing defenseman who can facilitate the power play. Now he is 
also a penalty killer who needed only 38 games to surpass his short-
handed minutes played last season (107:28 in 77 games). 

What he has done through his first three games of January exemplifies 
what it means to be Makar at the moment. He averaged 30:26 in ice time 
while logging 11 minutes on the penalty kill plus another 16 on the power 
play. All while trying to help the Avs snap a five-game losing streak that 
almost became a six-game skid until they recovered from a two-goal 
deficit Saturday for a 3-2 overtime win against the Edmonton Oilers. 

Against Edmonton, Makar set up Colorado's first goal, then received 
possession of the puck in the Colorado zone, darted through the neutral 
zone and fired off a wrister for the game-winner. He finished with 33:09 in 
ice time while playing 5:58 on the penalty kill and 6:17 on the power play. 

"I think there are always different things to consider," Makar said of his 
heavier workload. "But right now, the way the season has gone with 
injuries and how we had a December where we played playoff hockey 
every day without a break and different days to practice ... I am not 
thinking about it. But when I come off tired, I think about the different 
areas where I could not have exerted myself as much and still been able 
to make the play." 

His self-critical nature means Makar is always trying to find answers for 
whatever challenges he is facing. So when it comes to learning how (and 
when) to exert energy, he's still trying to find the perfect balance. But he 
does have a blueprint to follow, courtesy of Toews. 

Makar said he has leaned on Toews when it comes to picking and 
choosing the right moments within the game to be more aggressive while 
still being able to log heavy minutes. Toews said the objective for himself 
and Makar is to defend hard and well, but find ways to contribute beyond 
what they do in the defensive zone. 

"I think the way we are able to hold our gaps and stay in guys' faces early 
gives us more success later," Toews said. "If he's staying up on a guy, I 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 11, 2023 

 

can go get the puck. It takes us away from playing in our own zone and 
allows us to play more through the neutral zone and more with speed in 
the O-zone and kind of free flow a little bit with how we defend." 

Toews said what has helped him become more selective are the 
nuances of the Avalanche's defensive structure. He said the Avs' system 
allows defensemen to be creative and read the situation with the 
understanding that every blueliner might have a different view of the read 
they must make. 

Because of that, there is a freedom that is given to the Avs' defensemen. 
They can use that freedom to be selective and know when to save 
energy versus when to be more aggressive, Toews said. 

Not every game is the same. Toews said there are some games he and 
Makar will play more than 28 or 29 minutes and feel good. But there are 
also games when they may play 23 or 24 minutes and feel like they need 
four days off. 

"I think you look at our lineup and what we've had to deal with injury-
wise, we have the freedom to [jump into the rush] but we don't feel the 
need or times don't come about for us to play in the rush," Toews said. 
"Offensively, we understand we have to play a little more defensive and a 
little more complete game to give our team a chance because we don't 
have the offensive weapons every night and we take that with pride when 
it comes to shutting down other teams' top lines." 

How much have injuries shaped the Avalanche's season? Short answer: 
A lot. They were without centers Nathan MacKinnon and Evan Rodrigues 
for 11 games. Defenseman Bowen Byram has played only 10 games, 
winger Valeri Nichushkin has been limited to 15 and defenseman Josh 
Manson has played 21. Captain and left winger Gabriel Landeskog has 
not played at all after having knee surgery in October, forward Darren 
Helm made his season debut Jan. 2 and goaltender Pavel Francouz was 
moved to injured reserve in late December. 

It has led to 38 individuals playing at least one game for the Avalanche 
through 38 contests. That's one fewer than what they had over an 82-
game season in 2021-22. 

This is why Toews has given Makar another piece of valuable advice: It's 
OK to take days away from hockey. 

"A lot of guys think -- especially young guys -- they have to skate and on 
optional days they feel they have to go because they are young guys," 
Toews said. "One thing our leadership has preached is that if you feel 
like you don't need to go out, then don't go out. I think that is something 
[Makar] has started to manage when he is on the ice after playing so 
many minutes and getting in the gym with what he feels can make him 
recover better and feel better." 

In some ways, Makar had already learned to not take work home with 
him. His dad, Gary, said Cale does not even have the replicas of his 
individual awards at his home in Denver. Many of his son's awards -- the 
Calder, the Hobey Baker and the Norris -- are at the Makar family home 
in Calgary. 

Makar said getting away from hockey means calling family and friends, 
playing video games or catching up on movies or television shows. 

"He'll phone [his mom] and say you should see this thing that I got at 
Costco!" Gary said of his son's non-hockey activities. "We laugh because 
it's perfect. ... The funniest thing is he talked to [his mother] Laura for half 
an hour about buying luggage. He was like, 'Then, there's this one!' and 
we're like, 'OK, Cale.'" 

Still, there are times when those conversations shift away from luggage 
and toward hockey. 

Gary said he can tell his son that he had a great game only to have Cale 
tell his father that he was "not that great." Gary said quite a bit of his 
son's need to self-assess comes from knowing he is still not where he 
wants to be as a player. 

But it's not like there hasn't been progress. Avalanche coach Jared 
Bednar said he trusts Makar to play those heavy minutes because he 
has done the work. He said Makar has found ways to manage being 
aggressive versus being conservative while still remaining an offensive 
threat. 

"You watch a guy play, if his game drops off when he hits a certain 
amount of minutes or starts to get tired or running into issues, then I think 
you have to back him off a little bit," Bednar said. "For him and for us, 
sometimes we play him that much out of necessity with some of the 
injuries we've had on the back end, but he's handled it well." 

Having a player like Makar, however, does come with a philosophical 
discussion. Namely, how does Bednar or any coach maximize what 
Makar gives the team without running him into the ground? 

Bednar said the coaching staff, the team's medical staff and Makar have 
conversations about how Makar is feeling. Bednar said Makar is "a pretty 
honest player" and will let the team know if he needs a break. 

Makar's role and status on the team is critical. That is why Bednar said 
he wants Makar (or any player) to be honest with him about how they are 
feeling. He said having that information allows the coaching staff to figure 
out the next steps. 

"There is a maturity in Cale in that you know he's always going to tell you 
the truth," Bednar said. "He's going to be honest in his situation. Even if 
he wants to help more and he feels like he's not in a position to, then you 
want to know and you have to pay attention to it." 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: What kind of defenceman will the Oilers 
target in trade? 

 

Elliotte Friedman | @FriedgeHNIC 

January 10, 2023, 10:57 PM 

 

New Year’s Resolution: Get back to the Full 32. We’re getting there. This 
week’s edition: 

THOUGHTS 

1. I have no doubt some teams would like to tank — even more — for 
Connor Bedard. And who could blame them? The thing about Bedard’s 
performance on such a large stage is that it gives teams licence to do it 
with their fans. Before, to many who aren’t invested in prospects, Bedard 
was an exciting rumour. Now they’ve seen him with their own eyes and 
salivate. The thing is this: the league is completely constipated and it’s 
not like anyone’s going to be able to hold a roster garage sale. For the 
most part, the tankers already have their treads on the tracks.  

2. With the feeling that this year’s draft is better than the next one, will 
teams offered a first-rounder in 2024 prefer a high second-rounder in 
June if the option is available? 

3. Patrick Kane’s on-pace for 0.73 points per game, which would be the 
lowest of his NHL career. (Previous low is 0.80 in 2011-12.) This isn’t 
about age. The last three seasons, he had 242 points in 204 games. 
Blackhawks head coach Luke Richardson said Tuesday that 
Wednesday’s practice could determine if Kane returns to action Thursday 
against Colorado, but I think we’re getting a window into why he’s 
struggled. Some of the local reporters have speculated a knee or hip 
injury, and I’m leaning to the latter. 
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The biggest question is what this means for the rest of the season. If it’s 
a simple thing, no worries. But there seems to be some fear it’s a 
lingering issue that could require cleanup. We speculated about this on 
the podcast, but if it comes to that, does a one-year extension make 
sense — allowing Kane to get whatever procedure he needs, and come 
back healthy in 2023-24? If the Blackhawks win the lottery, I could watch 
Kane and Bedard for a while. That’s appointment viewing.  

4. I don’t doubt that Edmonton will add a defenceman, the bigger 
question is when. The second question is what kind? I hesitate on 
labeling defencemen as offensive or defensive. It’s antiquated thinking. 
While the Oilers need someone with an edge, they also want to be 
certain that player can make a pass. They want to give Philip Broberg a 
legit run, to see what they really have there. Since he got to northern 
Alberta, Ken Holland’s always tried to keep calm when hysteria’s at its 
highest, which is the case after an awful performance Monday in Los 
Angeles. I think they liked Jake McCabe, but he can’t be traded to 
Edmonton without approval.  

5. At some point, Calgary has to give their top prospects a legit shot. I 
don’t know if Jakob Pelletier — 96 points in 97 career AHL games — is 
the scorer they need, but I do know we’re not going to find out if he 
spends his NHL call-up eating press-box hot dogs (although they are 
tasty).  

6. Don’t think there’s much going on with Bo Horvat right now, but one 
thing I’m hearing is when the time comes there’s going to be several 
teams calling that we haven’t considered. That’s why I wonder about 
Seattle. GM Ron Francis told Jeff Marek on Tuesday that he wants to 
reward the players responsible for this year’s improvement and not throw 
a grenade in the dressing room, but they need a centre. No doubt there 
will be others. The big question is going to be if the Canucks allow 
anyone to talk contract with him beforehand.  

7. Another possibility I’ve wondered about for Seattle is Florida’s Sam 
Reinhart. West Vancouverite. Spice up the rivalry.  

8. I don’t think there’s anything imminent with Ivan Provorov, but I do 
think we are headed down the road. He’s frustrated with them, they’re 
frustrated with him, internally everyone knows who feels what. Another 
exec made a good point: if you’re Philadelphia, you want to know by this 
summer anyway if he’s going to re-sign, so the Flyers are just getting 
ahead of things and doing their work. Crossing Broad’s Anthony 
SanFilippo had a wild one in his column the other day: that Winnipeg 
offered a Provorov-for-Patrik Laine deal before the winger was dealt to 
Columbus, but the Flyers passed because of their belief in the defender.  

9. The Flyers lost 6-2 to Toronto on Sunday night. Their fans didn’t like 
that, but what they did like was the organization honouring their 
legendary founder and the spirit of the team, Ed Snider. A year ago, they 
didn’t even recognize Snider’s birthday (Jan. 6) during a loss that night to 
Pittsburgh, which infuriated the Flyer faithful. This time, the players wore 
Snider Hockey jerseys in warmup and honoured the late owner’s Youth 
Hockey Foundation all evening. Some of the same fans who were furious 
a year ago felt better this time around. It’s important. Snider’s legacy 
should never be forgotten. 

10. We talk about a lot of the big names, but one executive made an 
excellent point: it’s some of the smaller moves that make a huge 
difference. In St. Louis, a lot of the attention is on Ryan O’Reilly and 
Vladimir Tarasenko — deservedly so — but I wouldn’t be surprised if 
some teams also take a look at Ivan Barbashev (who was so good in 
2019) and Niko Mikkola. Both are unrestricted. 

11. A few of you have asked about Jakub Vrana being put on waivers. 
First, the most important thing is his health and mental well-being. 
Second, I remember a few years ago doing an interview with Steve 
Yzerman (still a player at the time), talking about opportunities being 
“deserved." The move was jarring when I first saw it, but the more I 
thought about it, the more I got it. 

Vrana’s struggled in his return to the AHL, while some of Detroit’s 
younger players, particularly, Jonatan Berggren, grabbed the NHL 

opportunity. Head coach Derek Lalonde initially said he wanted to keep 
his young players in the lineup when Robby Fabbri returned, but the final 
decision was his GM’s. Yzerman’s a big believer in playing those who 
deserve to play. And, when you’re trying to build yourself into a winner, 
you have to stick to that. I don’t want to guess where this goes from here, 
aside from I hope that mentally, Vrana stays in a good place.  

12. It’s not the boldest prediction, but Carolina can win the Stanley Cup 
this spring. GM Don Waddell said the team will look to add depth on 
defence and up front. Generally, the Hurricanes do not believe in rentals 
— or at least, paying a big price for them. Jeff Marek asked Waddell, if 
with a team this good, that philosophy changes, at all. “I would say this 
does not alter our thinking because we are in this for the long haul,” he 
replied. 

13. With Frederik Andersen on the precipice of return, Waddell said he is 
comfortable with the idea of keeping three goalies. What he doesn’t like 
is doing it earlier in the season. It doesn’t make any sense to bury Pyotr 
Kochetkov in the minors for any length of time. With the injury histories of 
Andersen and Antti Raanta, if you move one, you could regret it. 

Buffalo is going through something similar, trying to weave Ukko-Pekka 
Luukkonen up and down from AHL Rochester when they need him. He 
was supposed to start Tuesday against Seattle, but got sick. The Sabres 
are making this interesting, and have to give it the best run they can. 
Henri Jokiharju’s return means a roster squeeze, and GM Kevyn Adams 
doesn’t like to make rush moves. That makes recalls their best option 
with Luukkonen, but no doubt they are preparing for what happens if they 
decide they need him more often or during their two longer-travel road 
trips that remain.  

14. Another one of those depth guys that always seems to find a spot? 
Arizona’s Josh Brown. I could see a team or two taking a look. 

15. One of the questions the Coyotes are asking: is 23-year-old Ivan 
Prosvetov ready for full-time NHL work? That determines what, if 
anything, happens in goal. 

16. With the arrival of 2023 came a new Canadian law, banning non-
residents from buying homes until 2025. There are exceptions, such as 
Canadian citizens who live elsewhere, refugees and workers on 
temporary visas — as long as they’ve filed taxes in Canada three of the 
past four years. I spent some time working on this one, trying to figure 
out the impact for NHL teams. Many entry-level players rent, so it doesn’t 
have huge impact for them. Same for those who sign short contracts or 
are traded later in long-term deals. 

One agent, Dan Milstein, is particularly annoyed, because he represents 
Ottawa’s Artem Zub (who just extended) and Vancouver’s Andrei 
Kuzmenko (now eligible to sign one). They would definitely be affected. A 
couple of Canadian-team GMs said that while they don’t think this will 
have enormous impact, they recognize it will be a pain in the butt. In free-
agent recruiting, it will be another thing used against the Canadian clubs 
— whether fair or not.  

17. Speaking of renting, newest 1,000-game member Sam Gagner is 
renting Ryan Reaves’ place. Bet that check arrives on-time every month. 

18. Going to be interesting at the next GM meetings to see what, if 
anything, comes from Toronto’s $100,000 fine for taking off to St. Louis 
80 minutes before being allowed to on Boxing Day. Is there a movement 
to make fines more punitive? Or, is there a push for greater flexibility 
when a day-of-game flight is approximately two hours. Chicago, for 
example, asked to go to Carolina on the night of the 26th, and were told 
no. The Maple Leafs are more than happy to belch out that fine, showing 
their players — who supported the move — their desire to win. This 
became a thing when a 52-win Colorado team made a two-and-a-half 
hour flight to Chicago in 2013, and lost 7-2 that night. Initially, the idea 
was to have the first day of post-Christmas travel be short hops or buses, 
but it doesn’t always happen.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 11, 2023 

 

19. Apparently, one of the teams that had to fly early on Dec. 27 this 
season didn’t have coffee on their plane. Reminds me of this scene from 
the 1982 classic, Airplane 2. 

20. The NHL has a Heritage Classic next season (Calgary/Edmonton) 
and a Winter Classic (Vegas/Seattle), but are considering another 
Stadium Series game. It could end up in a market that’s already had one, 
possibly in a different locale. My first thought was Washington, but that 
might happen closer to when Alexander Ovechkin is on-pace to pass 
Wayne Gretzky. 

21. We’re going to drop a podcast interview Wednesday with Nashville’s 
Ryan McDonagh. He’s soft-spoken, but one of my favourite players. A 
couple of his former teammates couldn’t believe he’d agree to do it. 
Couple of good stories as a preview: 

In Game 2 of the 2020 Bubble Eastern Final against the Islanders, he set 
up Nikita Kucherov for the winning goal with 7.8 seconds left. It was a 
beautiful, but blind, pass from the left corner to the right slot, and one 
Lightning joked I should ask if McDonagh “blacked out” before making 
the play. He smiled, but broke it down in a really thoughtful way. “No 
doubt it was a very fortuitous pass,” he said. “But if you play with 
Kucherov long enough, you know that’s where he hangs, off that right 
side of the net. I knew there wasn’t much time left, so it’s one of those 
‘hope plays’ that it’s awesome if it does (work), but if it doesn’t, you knew 
the buzzer is going to sound in a few seconds. He wants us on the ice to 
know that he’s going to be over there.”  

22. The second involved a harsh lesson he learned from Dustin Brown 
during the 2014 Stanley Cup Final. “I thought he was going to be a 
‘friendly teammate’ to me, because we had played together in the 
Olympics. But my gosh, he was just destroying me, getting under my 
skin, getting me to take penalties. They had won a Cup before, he knew 
what he was doing…I never forget going through the (handshake) line, 
him apologizing. Saying, ‘Sorry Mac, but it’s the Cup.' That was the 
lesson right there for me. If I ever get back and make another run, that 
I’m going to make sure that I leave no prisoners out there.” 

23. It happened late Friday night, so not sure how many of you saw it — 
but this is the toughest offside decision I’ve ever seen. It’s somewhat 
similar to Cale Makar’s from the Western Conference Final. Two things to 
look at: was the puck on or off Cam Fowler’s stick when Adam 
Henrique’s skate crossed the blue line plane, and was Fowler’s skate still 
touching or on the blue line plane when Henrique’s skate crosses it? The 
goal stood because there was no video evidence proving Henrique was 
offside, so stay with the call on the ice. Colin Campbell warned video 
review would have unintended consequences. This is one.  

24. On his cross-country flight from Seattle to Toronto before Team 
Canada’s World Junior camp, head coach Dennis Williams (who leads 
WHL Everett) and eventual team captain Shane Wright (coming from the 
Kraken) ended up next to each other. “No one put that together,” 
Williams told Ron MacLean and Kevin Bieksa, “because I changed my 
ticket the night before to switch to a different seat.” That five-hour 
conversation cemented their relationship. What happened the last few 
weeks is going to be great for Wright. 

25. Rooting for Team Canada goalie Thomas Milic, undrafted twice. The 
knock on Milic is size (WHL Seattle’s website lists him at six-foot-one, 
175 pounds). The prejudice against smaller skaters is waning, but the 
one against smaller goalies remains strong. Whatever the case, I saw a 
real battler. How many times did he absolutely save Canada when they 
were on the ropes? A couple of scouts and junior executives added that 
the perception of him’s been hurt by playing behind an excellent 
Thunderbird team. They went to the WHL Final last year and have 28 
wins in 35 games this year. (His goalie partner, Scott Ratzlaff, is going to 
the Top Prospects Game.) At the very least, Milic is going to be able to 
pick an organization as a free agent. 

26. No issues with Bedard staying in WHL Regina, even if they aren’t a 
huge postseason favourite. If that’s his wish, that’s his wish. Depending 
on how the Pats do in the playoffs, curious to see if plays at the World 
Championships.  

27. Definitely have a greater understanding of why a passionate group of 
scouts thought Logan Cooley should have gone first in the NHL Draft.  

28. Best to Anaheim centre Justin Kirkland, released from hospital 
Monday night after a car crash. A lot of people who care about him are 
incredibly relieved, as word is it was a significant crash.  

29. Moments before Nyheim Hines’ electrifying 96-yard kickoff return 
touchdown to open Buffalo’s win over New England, the Bills honoured 
the organization’s medical and training staffs who saved Damar Hamlin’s 
life. Since Hamlin’s cardiac arrest, it’s been hard not to think of several 
frightening hockey incidents where quick-thinking and well-prepared 
medical/training staff saved lives. 

From Chris Pronger to Jay Bouwmeester to Jiri Fischer to Rich Peverley 
to Craig Cunningham; dangerous cuts suffered by Evander Kane, OHL 
Kingston’s Maleek McGowan (in December) and NCAA Army’s Eric Huss 
(last week) — we’re very fortunate to benefit from the expertise of these 
people. They are really good at their jobs and well-prepared. It’s also 
amazing to think that Pronger didn’t miss a single game after his own 
heart briefly stopped beating during a 1998 playoff contest. 

30. Two very different book recommendations: First is Anna, by Amy 
Odell. A biography of Vogue’s Anna Wintour, it starts slow. The last half 
is really interesting. The whole world is a stage now, we’re all public 
figures. Wintour’s best asset is keeping her path, no matter the obstacle. 
This is a window into how she does it. The other is Super Bowl Blueprints 
by Bill Polian. Easy read, oral history, great stories. You forget because 
his last years were off-the-rails, unfortunately, but Al Davis was way 
ahead of his time.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks blowing yet another lead a reflection of 
disappointing first half 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnet 

January 11, 2023, 12:56 AM 

 

PITTSBURGH — All the king’s horses and all the king’s men couldn’t put 
the Vancouver Canucks together again. 

But Bruce Boudreau will keep trying. 

The National Hockey League team, which crashed on its first road trip in 
October and has seen its fragments smashed into smaller bits since 
then, blew another three-goal lead Tuesday and lost 5-4 to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

It’s not that this game made the Canucks irreparable, blowing a 3-0 first-
period head start over the span of 10 minutes. It’s all the games they’ve 
kicked away in the franchise’s most disappointing first half this century. 

Tuesday was the third time in 40 games they lost in regulation time after 
scoring the first three goals. It was the eighth time they’ve lost while 
leading by two or more goals. 

But, really, what has made them unfixable is the way they defend – 
leading or otherwise. They have surrendered five or more goals 18 times, 
nearly every other game. And only the Anaheim Ducks have allowed 
more goals this season than the 158 pucks the Canucks have fished out 
of their net. 

And this isn’t on the goaltending. OK, it’s partly on the goalies. But it’s 
mostly on the inept defending in front of them. 
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After starting Pittsburgh goalie Casey DeSmith was yanked for allowing 
three goals on five shots in the first seven minutes – coach Mike 
Sullivan’s relief choice was 33-year-old minor-leaguer Dustin Tokarski, 
who hadn’t played an NHL minute since last season – the Penguins 
outshot the Canucks 15-3 in the 10 minutes they required to pull even. 

Amid that onslaught, Canucks goalie Spencer Martin made a pile of five-
star saves. He faced 20 shots in the first period, 
when naturalstattrick.com had the total scoring chances at 23-7 for the 
Penguins. Martin was arguably the best Canuck, although the reunited 
Vancouver defence pairing of Quinn Hughes and Luke Schenn did 
combine for four points while going plus-three in the loss. 

The Canucks’ problems are their carelessness with the puck, the space 
they leave in front of their net, their lack of speed to win races to the puck 
or unwillingness to battle for it in one-on-one situations. And now, having 
chased under duress since starting the season 0-5-2 and lurching from 
crisis to crisis, there is mental fatigue. The drama of their season is 
exhausting. 

And it’s the mental challenge that coach Bruce Boudreau must try to 
address in order to have a hope of fixing some of those other causes of 
losing. 

“I mean, I know the guys at the end, they want to win so bad,” Boudreau 
told reporters Tuesday night. “They were all standing up on the bench 
(late in the third period) and every time the puck went at the net there, 
you're yelling positive stuff. I know they're not giving up or nothing, but 
I'm glad we have a day off before the next game.” 

Having lost against superior teams in Winnipeg and Pittsburgh despite 
scoring four goals in each road game (while allowing a total of 12), the 
Canucks visit the Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday, then complete their 
five-game survival test with back-to-back weekend contests against the 
Florida Panthers and Carolina Hurricanes. 

We said after Vancouver’s 6-2 home loss last week against the New York 
Islanders that it was hard to imagine them winning another game the way 
they were playing. But then the Canucks surprised the Colorado 
Avalanche 4-2 two nights later. That win sure looks like an outlier, as the 
Canucks bleed scoring chances against elite teams and continue to slide 
towards the bottom of the standings and a slightly better lottery ticket in 
the Connor Bedard sweepstakes. 

“At the end of the day, we're on the road or weathering the storm,” Martin 
said. “We've got to show up and play another three really tough 
opponents. 

“I'm sure if you're competitor, having what we feel in this room is a bunch 
of good hockey players, it is frustrating just to keep not getting the results 
we want. And then you know, personally. . . I want to win these games, I 
want to have a good trip and we're off to a 0-2 start, so that’s definitely 
frustrating.” 

And he was one of the best Canucks. 

“You're never going to be at peace as a goalie if you let in five, and it's 
happening way too often,” Martin said. “It's extremely frustrating.” 

Between Hughes’ goal that trickled through DeSmith to make it 3-0 at 
7:05, and Travis Dermott’s goal from an end-boards rebound at 12:52 of 
the third period, Vancouver manufactured 13 shots in nearly 46 minutes. 

Martin, meanwhile, was under siege. Evgeni Malkin had two goals and 
two assists among the five straight goals scored by Pittsburgh, which 
went 2-for-5 on the power play while Vancouver was 0-for-5. 

Elias Pettersson, battered in his even-strength matchup against Malkin, 
was stopped on a pair of shorthanded breakaways and leading goal-
scorer Bo Horvat hit the post on a semi-open net during a Canuck power 
play when it was 3-3 early in the second period. 

“I don't think it's mental; I just think their best players kind of stepped up 
and made a bunch of plays and decided they were going to try to make 

an impact on the game,” Hughes said. “I don't think it's mental errors 
from our part, just them playing better than us.” 

How hard was it to sit in the dressing room tied 3-3 after the first period 
when the Canucks had led 3-0 on goals by Conor Garland, Brock Boeser 
and him? 

Hughes: “I wasn’t feeling demoralized. I mean, at the end of the day, they 
come back and tie it 3-3 at the end of the first, so we're still in the same 
spot we were before the game. 

“It's our job to show up and perform to the best of our abilities. I know it's 
like a cliche answer, but it's the truth. Everyone has to continue to 
mentally battle or do whatever they need to do to try to bring their best. 
And wherever we stand at the end of that, that's just where we stand.” 

“You know what, it's not (just) this team,” Boudreau said of the blown 
leads. “I can look at any game when teams jump into a quick lead, and in 
today's game, they don't usually keep it. There were certain times there. .  
. when they made it 3-1, Petey has a breakaway and if he makes it 4-1, 
that stops their momentum. Same thing in the second period, it's 3-3, and 
Bo missed a glorious chance and they came down (and scored). Those 
are things, I mean, we don't like it. But I'm glad to see the way in the third 
period that we didn't quit and we kept coming and almost had something 
at the end.” 

Eight points and four places out of a playoff spot, the 17-20-3 Canucks 
finish the first half of their schedule on Thursday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames suffer yet another self-inflicted overtime loss vs. 
Blues 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

January 11, 2023, 1:06 AM 

 

ST. LOUIS - The holidays are over, but the gifts just keep on coming 
from the Calgary Flames. 

The one they handed the St Louis Blues Tuesday was a two-parter, 
generous enough to make grandma blush. 

After squandering a two-goal lead in the third period, the Flames capped 
an epic face plant with an overtime giveaway that broke the golden rule 
of 3-on-3 hockey: don’t turn the puck over. 

This time the culprit was Jonathan Huberdeau, who lost the puck on the 
opening shift of overtime while cutting towards the net. 

It sent Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas in on a two-on-one against 
Rasmus Andersson the dynamic duo finished perfectly, giving Jacob 
Markstrom very little chance. 

Quite a way to start what Milan Lucic describes as "the most 
important road trip of the year," with back-to-back 4-3 overtime losses.    

For those keeping track, the Flames' 2-6 record in overtime this season 
matches the proficiency rate of their 1-3 record in shootouts. 

No team in the league has surrendered more extra points than the nine 
the Flames have left on the table after 60 minutes. 

“To score, you’ve got to have possession and you can’t turn pucks over,” 
said Darryl Sutter when asked if there’s a pattern to the team’s overtime 
failures. 
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“Ya there’s a pattern.” 

“We’ve scored one, and won one, and lost eight.” 

Easy to lose track of the exact numbers at this point, especially since two 
nights earlier the Flames dropped an overtime game in Chicago to the 
cellar-dwelling Hawks, sans Patrick Kane. 

In the last month alone, the Flames have had seven games go into extra 
time, winning just one of them. 

While some crow about getting points in 15 of 19 games, Tuesday's 
dramatic loss will have many stewing in negativity. 

You simply can’t make the play Huberdeau did, giving up the puck so 
easily. 

“Sometimes it’s a little easier said than done, but for sure you need to 
take some sort of risk in order to win the hockey game,” said Nazem 
Kadri in defence of Huberdeau. 

“You can’t try not to lose the game, you’ve got to try to win the game. 

“Of course we’ve got to manage the puck a little better in overtime, that’s 
definitely a golden rule for sure.” 

Is it as simple as this: games decided after 60 minutes are merely skill 
competitions, and the Flames don’t have as much high-end skill as most 
opponents? 

Maybe so. 

But the reality on most of these overtime losses is that they’ve been self-
inflicted, especially a few of the early ones that came while shorthanded. 

“Yeah, it’s challenging for us, it seems, but I think that can be a little 
deceiving as well – we’ve allowed a few powerplay goals in overtime and 
that certainly doesn’t help the stats,” said Kadri. 

“For us it’s trying to close the games before overtime. It’s anyone’s game 
3-on-3, and we’ve got to do a better job before that.” 

The Flames entered the third period up 3-1, perhaps safe in the 
knowledge they were 16-1-2 when leading after two. 

Alas, this is St. Louis, where the Flames have long struggled at 
Enterprise Center against a Blues team that has strengthened its resolve 
of late to make a desperate push to get back into the playoff race. 

Thomas’s overtime goal Tuesday put them in a tie with Edmonton for the 
last wild card spot, just two points behind the Flames, who the Blues host 
again Thursday. 

Sutter tried to put a brave spin on it, by reiterating what he said in 
Chicago:  

“Take the point.”  

It’s not that simple. 

“It’s just tough the way we let this slip – up two goals in the third period 
on the road is kind of a good spot to be in and that we let that slip is not 
very good,” said Andrew Mangiapane, who scored, as did linemate 
Mikael Backlund.  

“I think in overtime, puck possession and making smart plays with it, and 
no odd-man rushes is what every team is looking for, and that’s what 
we’re looking for too. 

“It starts with us defensively and not giving them those fast break type of 
plays.  

“I think that’s where we’re getting hit a little bit right now, in giving up 
goals against.” 

Markstrom played a part, allowing two goals in 28 seconds early in the 
third, giving up a “friggin’” rebound (as Sutter described it) that 

handcuffed him on the first, and allowing a long-range shot to beat him 
on the second. 

Sutter’s frustration was also aimed at Nazem Kadri’s line, as the centre 
was on the ice for all four Blues goals. 

“It obviously sucks - that's not the way we wanted to end the game,” said 
Kadri, whose Globetrotter-like feed to Lucic to open the Flames scoring 
did well to silence a crowd that booed the former Avalanche forward 
every time he touched the puck, in honour of his run-in with Jordan 
Binnington last spring. 

“Ideally, you have a two-goal lead in the third period, I think you should 
win the game. I don’t think we gave up a whole lot. They’ve got some 
great players over there that take advantage of opportunities. We played 
55 good minutes tonight.” 

Sounds about right for these Flames. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With eyes on a division title, Jets must re-establish 
defensive prowess 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorld 

January 11, 2023, 1:40 AM 

 

DETROIT - The pregnant pause from Nate Schmidt was unofficially 
clocked at 11 seconds and this was not done for dramatic effect. 

As the Winnipeg Jets defenceman took some additional time to ponder 
how he was going to answer a query about why his team looked a little 
bit loose defensively during the past two games, you got the sense he 
wasn’t ready to fully divulge what was on my mind. 

It was clear Schmidt understood the importance of choosing his words 
carefully in this situation. 

He wasn’t interested in pointing fingers, nor was he about to try and spin 
things by saying there was nothing to see here after the Jets fell 7-5 to 
the Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday night, a loss that snapped their 
season-high five-game winning streak. 

“I don’t really know. We want to get into games and get offence and you 
want to continue getting offence, but sometimes you realize what you 
have done has worked. You don’t have to go looking for it,” said Schmidt. 
“We’ve just relied on (Connor Hellebuyck) to be so good for us that 
maybe that slips away or it just starts to slide a little bit and you make it a 
little bit harder for yourself when you dig yourself a 3-0 deficit in the first 
10 minutes of the game. 

“I just think that we’ve been giving up way too many chances against. Not 
just chances that are lots of shots. We’re giving up a lot of Grade A and 
Grade B chances. It’s a little bit uncharacteristic of us right now. We’re 
getting all of the offence we can get. We have enough to win in a game 
like (Tuesday). It just comes down to us as guys to realize that’s not 
going to be the brand that we can win with.” 

On a team that prides itself on the improvements they’ve made on the 
defensive side of the puck during the first half of the season, allowing 11 
goals (one into an empty net) quite simply isn’t a blueprint for success. 

That’s not going to cut it. 

Schmdit knows it, his teammates know it and Jets head coach Rick 
Bowness knows it. 
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The past two outings - including the 7-4 victory over the Vancouver 
Canucks - were examples of those old (and bad) habits taking more time 
to fully be rooted out. 

Sure, there were plenty of dominant moments and enough offensive 
outbursts to celebrate, but some of that high-octane activity came at the 
expense of the finer details this group prides itself on. 

That’s a trend that quite simply can’t continue, and the video sessions 
that take place over the coming days will surely reinforce examples of 
how playing the game the right way have allowed the Jets to reach the 
midway point with a record of 26-14-1. 

“Well, we’ll tighten it up. We’ll address the issues that we saw that we 
didn’t like,” said Bowness. “We gave up some chances early that we 
never give up. We had more than enough chances to win the hockey 
game. We had 85 shot attempts, we had a ton of scoring chances even 
at the end with the goalie out.” 

The Jets have put themselves in a solid position at the midway point, 
there’s no question about that. 

But things need to get tightened up quickly if the Jets want to remain in 
this battle for first place in the Central Division with the Dallas Stars, who 
moved three points up on Tuesday by winning in a shootout (though the 
Jets hold one game in hand). 

The next opportunity to try and return to form comes Thursday when the 
Jets continue a three-game Eastern Conference road trip against the 
Buffalo Sabres, who just so happen to lead the NHL in goals per game. 

“There’s lots of parts of our game that you like, things that we’ve done 
really well over the first half of the year,” said Schmidt. “This is the time of 
the year, though, (when) things start to buckle down. You give teams 
chances, they score. When you start heading into the back half of the 
year, players are dialled in, they’re feeling the flow, they’ve gotten into 
the rhythm of the season. 

“That’s what just makes it more important than ever to stick to your 
structure.”  

The early stages of this game weren’t pretty, as the Jets fell behind early, 
giving up a goal just 76 seconds into the contest, another before the 
game was eight minutes old and then a third at 15:27, moments after a 
Red Wings power play had expired. 

Things appeared to be on the verge of going off the rails quickly. 

However, the Jets got a goal less than two minutes later to make things 
interesting, but they trailed by a pair on four more occasions before the 
final buzzer would sound - the last one coming when Lucas Raymond 
sealed it with an empty-netter with 80 seconds left in regulation. 

The Red Wings also did a good job of cashing in on a lengthy two-man 
advantage late in the second period, getting a goal from Dylan Larkin that 
made it 5-3. 

That goal came after Adam Lowry was unable to get the puck out of the 
zone past Moritz Seider, who made a nice play at the offensive blue line 
to keep the play alive. 

Seider had four assists in the contest and was a force in just over 23 
minutes of play. 

This was not a banner night for Jets goalie and team MVP Connor 
Hellebuyck, who gave up six goals for just the second time this season in 
what was his 31st start in 41 games. 

Hellebuyck has bailed out the Jets on numerous occasions this season 
and his track record suggests he’ll be given an opportunity to quickly 
regroup and put this performance behind him. 

“He’s a battler. He’s our guy. He’s won us a lot of games this year,” said 
Bowness. “He’s going to win us some more. We could have scored 
enough goals to win that game. Simple as that.” 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.11.2023 

1209148 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs at midseason: Best surprise, greatest 
disappointment, biggest question 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

January 9, 2023, 11:56 AM 

 

TORONTO – So dominant have the Toronto Maple Leafs been over the 
past two months that their shaky October feels like forever ago. 

The NHL’s third-place team is tracking 114 points, just a sliver off 2021-
22’s franchise-record-breaking 115-point showing. 

Each member of the Core Four is on pace for 80 to 100 points, the Leafs’ 
gamble of goalie tandem has exceeded expectations, and an underrated 
defence corps has thrived despite a rash of injuries to its most 
dependable members. 

“That’s one of the top teams in the league — and you can see why. 
They’re talented. They’re quick,” John Tortorella said Sunday, after his 
miserable Flyers lost their third game to the Leafs. 

“They’ve got quality people throughout their lineup.” 

Sure, the Leafs have left some points unclaimed in overtime and their 5-
on-5 offence and potent power-play have dipped slightly. 

But their buy-in to coach Sheldon Keefe’s defensive mandate lends itself 
to a more predictable game. Shot blocks are up, and the Leafs have 
become a top-five squad at suppressing shots, thus taking stress off their 
goalies. 

They are deep and dialed-in and take fewer nights off against weak 
opponents than they had in the past. Toronto’s 5-0-1 record in the 
second half of back-to-backs speaks to the players’ engagement. 

“What people don’t talk enough about them is they’re so relentless on the 
puck. Their puck pursuit is [great]. You have no time, no space. You 
need to play under pressure,” says Coyotes coach André Tourigny. 
“They are relentless on the puck carrier.” 

Healthy habits are taking root, to be sure. 

And while we all know this group was never going to be judged on its first 
82 games, let alone its first 41, the Maple Leafs are setting themselves 
up well for Game 83. 

“We’re happy with where we’re at,” Mitch Marner says. “We’re in a good 
spot.” 

Key team stats 

Team record: 25-9-7, (2nd in the Atlantic Division) 

Goals for: 3.44 per game (7th in the NHL) 

Goals against: 2.61 per game (3rd in the NHL) 

Power play: 25 per cent (8th in the NHL) 

Penalty kill: 78.6 per cent (16th in the NHL) 

Best surprise: Pontus Holmberg 

(Honourable mention: Conor Timmins) 

Flash back to Kyle Dubas’s first draft as general manager. Count all the 
kids he picked in 2018 who eventually made it to the show: Rasmus 
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Sandin, Sean Durzi, Semyon Der-Arguchintsev, Mac Hollowell, Filip 
Kral… and way down in Round 6, Holmberg. 

Holmberg, 23, wasn’t supposed to be the forward prospect that popped 
up from the Marlies to establish himself as an everyday NHLer this 
season. That was supposed to be Nick Robertson. Maybe Joey 
Anderson or Alex Steeves. 

Yet as soon as the smart, skilled and safe centreman was granted his 
shot, on Nov. 2, he hasn’t looked back, and the Maple Leafs’ bottom six 
— ineffective in October — has taken a massive step forward. 

Rarely on the wrong side of the puck, Holmberg is a coach’s dream. That 
the fourth-line pivot has chipped in 11 points over 26 games, despite 
averaging just 10:24 in ice time, is a bonus. 

“I can’t find this guy making a mistake,” Keefe said, memorably, eight 
games into the rookie’s caeer. 

For Dubas’s top-loaded roster plan to work, the Maple Leafs need 
meaningful role players to overdeliver on their paycheques. 

Well, as the cheapest forward on the roster ($750,000 salary; $827,500 
cap hit), Holmberg has earned every penny twice over. 

Biggest disappointments: Nick Robertson 

(Honourable mention: Jake Muzzin) 

True disappointments are difficult to locate on the NHL’s third-best team. 

Would you like Morgan Rielly to have scored a goal or two by now? Sure. 
Auston Matthews to be pushing a 60-goal pace instead of a 40-goal one? 
I guess, but 100 points is still within grasp. Zach Aston-Reese to make 
more of an impact on the scoresheet? Yeah, but the guy arrived on a 
tryout and is making a hair over minimum wage. 

Nicolas Aubé-Kubel and Denis Malgin disappointed — but they were 
dispatched with the quickness. 

And if you are left wanting more from middle-class, penalty-killing wings 
such as Alexander Kerfoot and Pierre Engvall, well, maybe your 
expectations are too high. 

Therefore, the Maple Leafs’ greatest disappointments have much more 
to do with injury than performance. 

Robertson was the talk of training camp. Dominant in exhibition season, 
for what it was worth. Then he played overtime hero in his season debut, 
against his superstar big brother no less. 

A door opened for a patient and persistent prospect to finally make a big-
league impact, only to see his season interrupted by healthy 
scratches and a significant shoulder injury. 

Muzzin — whom management refused to consider trading over the 
summer— played all of four games before a fairly innocuous hit re-
injured his spine and put his career in jeopardy. 

Two serious disappointments for the organization, but even more so for a 
couple of committed individuals at opposite ends of their trajectories. 

Biggest question for the second half: How aggressive will Kyle Dubas get 
at the trade deadline? 

The Maple Leafs are excellent. 

Problem is, so are the Tampa Bay Lightning and the Boston Bruins — 
the two clubs most likely standing between Toronto and the Eastern 
Conference final. 

With Muzzin on LTIR, Dubas has the cap space to make a deadline 
splash by adding a defender with edge, an impact forward, or — can Leaf 
Nation dream? — both. 

No doubt, the rental market should be rife with intriguing options, 
especially with weak teams (and the NHL has plenty of those) catching 
Connor Bedard’s theatrics at the world junior tournament. 

What Dubas should have in cap room, however, he lacks in trade capital. 

The GM prefers trading for targets with term (think: Travis Konecny) over 
rentals. But difference-makers don’t come cheap. 

Rival executives will want to get their mitts on Matthew Knies and/or 
Dubas’ 2023 first-round pick (2023’s second-rounder has already been 
spent). 

The phrase all-in gets tossed around too frequently. 

We’re about to see how much of Toronto’s future Dubas — in the final 
year of his own contract — is willing to spend to bolster his fantastic 
regular-season roster. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.11.2023 

1209149 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Former consultant files $100-million lawsuit against NHLPA 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

A former senior consultant to the National Hockey League Players’ 
Association has filed a $100-milllion lawsuit against his former employer, 
alleging that the union misused his confidential information to pursue 
claims that NHL teams had underreported revenue, which allowed them 
to pay less money to players. 

Richard Rodier made the allegation in a lawsuit filed Jan. 6 in Ontario 
Superior Court in Toronto. Rodier, who did not explain in his lawsuit why 
he has demanded so much money, has asked the court to order the 
NHLPA to provide a full accounting of all revenue received, or to be 
received, from the NHL on or after he sent a memo to the NHLPA on 
May 11, 2018, about potential situations where teams might be 
misreporting hockey-related revenue (HRR). 

Rodier wrote in his lawsuit that the confidential information he provided to 
the NHLPA in the May 2018 memorandum was instrumental to the 
NHLPA pursuing claims from the league that resulted in additional 
revenue. 

Rodier has been at odds with the NHLPA for years over his allegations 
that the union has mishandled its pursuit of NHL teams he says have 
misreported revenue. 

Under the NHL and NHLPA’s collective bargaining agreement, players 
receive 50 per cent of the league’s overall revenue, known as HRR. 
Rodier has previously alleged that the union’s executive director, Donald 
Fehr, did not inform players about several cases where teams were 
potentially misreporting revenue. 

In a 2017 email to NHLPA staff, previously reported by TSN, NHL player 
agents, and players who are team union reps, Rodier wrote that if the 
union pursued his potential claims, which he wrote are worth about $400 
million (U.S.), players’ escrow deductions might be cut by 25 per cent to 
35 per cent. 

Rodier has alleged that when he brought potential claims to the NHLPA, 
he had asked the union to be paid on a contingency basis, giving him a 
percentage of any new claims won or settled. 

Rodier also is asking the court to order the NHLPA to preserve and 
maintain all accounting records, internal and external communications 
related to HRR and not to “hide, erase, deface or destroy said records 
and communications.” 

Rodier declined to comment on the lawsuit. His allegations have not 
been proven and the NHLPA has not filed a statement of defence. 
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“We are aware of the lawsuit filed by Mr. Rodier,” an NHLPA spokesman 
wrote in an email to TSN. “It is wholly without merit, and we will fully 
defend the matter.” 

Rodier, who once worked alongside BlackBerry co-founder Jim Balsillie 
in his failed attempt to buy several NHL teams, specializes in scrutinizing 
income statements and balance sheets. He began working for the 
NHLPA in 2011 and was fired in 2015, although he continued to consult 
to the NHLPA. 

Rodier alleges in his lawsuit that during his tenure with the NHLPA, he 
helped to pursue numerous claims that led to the union successfully 
obtaining additional revenue from the NHL and its teams. 

During his first year with the NHLPA in 2011, Rodier helped build a case 
for filing $110 million worth of claims against the NHL hockey revenue 
allegedly misreported by Washington, Nashville and Arizona, sources 
previously told TSN. The NHL and NHLPA settled those particular claims 
for $40 million, the sources said. 

According to the lawsuit, Rodier’s relationship with Fehr deteriorated in 
2014 and he was fired in February 2015. Two months later, he began 
working for the National Basketball Players’ Association, where he also 
scrutinized team financial statements. 

In May 2015, Rodier contacted Fehr and said he believed he had 
discovered new HRR claims that could be pursued by the NHLPA. 

“These potential claims were developed after Rodier had been fired [by 
the NHLPA],” the lawsuit alleges. “Rodier did not rely upon any 
confidential information or protected information of the NHLPA or the 
NHL… in developing these potential claims.” 

“Rodier advised Fehr that he was willing to share these potential HRR 
claims with the NHLPA on a confidential basis in exchange for agreed 
upon financial compensation if the NHLPA successfully pursued one or 
more of those claims.” 

Rodier wrote in his lawsuit that he was worried at the time that because 
of his strained relationship with Fehr, the NHLPA might falsely claim that 
it knew of the potential claims prior to his disclosure. 

“Whatever you have developed, we already own,” Fehr wrote Rodier in a 
May 18, 2015, email. “It is simply impossible to believe that nothing you 
saw or came into contact with and no work you did led to the 
development of whatever you are working on. Your assertion to the 
contrary is simply not credible and self-serving. We reserve and will 
protect all rights.” 

Rodier wrote that during subsequent months, he tried to reach a 
compromise that would allow the NHLPA to evaluate the new HRR 
claims while ensuring he would be appropriately compensated. 

“During these communications, Rodier expressly stated that he would 
only provide the HRR information to the NHLPA if a value billing formula 
was agreed upon between the parties,” the lawsuit said. “This would 
allow Rodier to earn a percentage of any additional revenue obtained by 
the NHLPA from the NHL.” 

After Fehr allegedly told Rodier that he would be “treated fairly,” Rodier 
provided the NHLPA with a memorandum on May 11, 2018, that 
provided a list of 12 potential HRR claims Rodier had developed. 

“The list of claims contained a detailed ‘road map’ of evidence, details 
and key further work to pursue that could be used by the NHLPA to claim 
additional HRR revenues from the NHL,” the lawsuit said. 

During a meeting in June 2018, Rodier was advised by NHLPA 
lawyers Steve Fehr and Don Zavelo that the NHLPA would not work with 
Rodier on one of the larger HRR claims set out in the memorandum 
because the NHLPA knew of the claim before May 11, 2018, the lawsuit 
said. 

“When asked why the NHLPA had not pursued the claim if it knew about 
it, Rodier was told that by Zavelo ‘we are still collecting evidence,’” the 
lawsuit said.  

In a Feb. 12, 2019, memo to player agents and NHL players, the NHLPA 
wrote that Rodier had suggested claims that were either without merit or 
already were being pursued before Rodier brought them to the NHLPA’s 
attention. 
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