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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour to lead Metro Division team in 2023 NHL All-Star Game 
By Chip Alexander 

Raleigh  

Rod Brind’Amour is returning to the NHL All-Star Game to 
coach the Metropolitan Division squad — not that it was on 
his mind very much Wednesday. 
The announcement from the league came while the Carolina 
Hurricanes were practicing at PNC Arena, trying to make the 
corrections needed to end an 0-3-1 slide. 
“A four-game losing streak. That’s perfect timing,” 
Brind’Amour said after the workout. 
There wasn’t much of a selection process to it. The coaches 
of the four divisional points-percentage leaders, as of Jan. 
11, were chosen to head up the teams in the 2023 All-Star 
Game, a three-on-three tournament. 
“Brilliant,” Brind’Amour deadpanned. 
Brind’Amour will coach the Metro for a second straight 
season. Jim Montgomery of the Boston Bruins will coach the 
Atlantic, Peter DeBoer of the Dallas Stars the Central and 
Bruce Cassidy of the Vegas Golden Knights will coach the 
Pacific team. 
NHL All-Star Weekend will be held Feb. 3-4 in Sunrise, 
Florida, and hosted by the Florida Panthers. Carolina forward 
Andrei Svechnikov has been chosen to represent the Canes 
on the Metro team — the rest of the divisional team rosters 
will be filled after a fan vote that ends Jan. 17 
The Canes reached the halfway point of the season with a 
25-9-7 record and 57 points, two ahead of the New Jersey 
Devils in the Metro. 

The Canes go back to Columbus on Thursday for the second 
road game against the Blue Jackets in less than a week. 
Columbus, last in the Metro, took a 4-3 shootout victory 
Saturday. 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday that goalie Frederik Andersen 
would be on the trip and could play his first game since Nov. 
6 against Toronto. Andersen was activated off NHL injured 
reserve later Wednesday. 
“Anything is possible,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re definitely 
ramping him up.” 
Andersen has been sidelined with a knee issue since leaving 
practice Nov. 8. He’s 5-3-0 in eight games this season, with 
a 2.72 goals-against average and .923 save percentage. 
Brind’Amour said Andersen would take the morning skate 
and “get more involved with the group, which is great.”  
Canes rookie Pyotr Kochetkov has lost his past three games 
and had some shaky moments. Named the NHL rookie of 
the month for December, the goalie sustained an 
undisclosed injury that had him backing up Antti Raanta.  
Kochetkov allowed 12 goals on 76 shots in the three losses, 
including four in the 5-3 loss to New Jersey on Tuesday. 
“I’m sure he’s down on himself,” Brind’Amour said after the 
game. “He was playing great and then his injury took him out 
of the lineup for a little bit, and since he’s been back he 
hasn’t had those same results. He’s a young kid. It’s human 
nature.”
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Preview: January 12 at Columbus 

Canes aim to get back in the win column as they return to 
Ohio 

By Walt Ruff 

COLUMBUS, OH. - The Carolina Hurricanes hope to snap a 
four-game skid Thursday, taking on the Columbus Blue 
Jackets for the second time in six days. 
When: Thursday, January 12 
Puck Drop: 7 p.m. EST 
Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports+ 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 
Canes Record: 25-9-7 (57 Points, 1st, Metropolitan Division 
Canes Last Game: 5-3 Loss to the New Jersey Devils on 
Tuesday, January 10 
Blue Jackets Record: 12-26-2 (26 Points, 8th, Metropolitan 
Division) 
Blue Jackets Last Game: 6-3 Loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Tuesday, January 10 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Wednesday, October 12: Carolina opens their 
2022-23 regular season schedule with a 
commanding 4-1 victory. 

 Saturday, January 7: Columbus takes a five-round 
shootout to earn a 5-4 win.    

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: With just 2:26 to go in the second period on 
Tuesday, the Canes led the Devils 3-1. They'd scored two 
shorthanded goals and for a few seconds, it felt like the 
home team was comfortably in the driver's seat. Instead, two 
goals just 18 seconds apart for New Jersey before the end of 
the second period spun the momentum fully in the other 
direction. Lindy Ruff's squad then took over in the third and 
handed Carolina a fourth consecutive defeat for the first time 
since mid-November. 
Patches Power: Max Pacioretty scored his third goal in two 
games on Tuesday, his first in front of the home crowd as a 
member of the Canes. After scoring twice on Saturday in 
Columbus, Pacioretty has found ways to fill the back of the 
net through just three total games with the team. 
'Zilla Time?: Out of the lineup since November 6 due to a 
lower-body injury, Frederik Andersen made the trip to 
Columbus with the Canes for this game. He's been practicing 
with the unit for over a month, but Rod Brind'Amour has said 
on several occasions that he won't play until the netminder 
says he feels 100%. Now that he's traveling for his first road 
game since the injury, the team's head coach said, "anything 

is possible, we're certainly ramping him up," when asked if 
#31 could start Thursday. 
No Morning Skate: With the above being said, the Canes will 
not hold a morning skate Thursday. Any information on 
tonight's lineup will come when Rod Brind'Amour meets with 
the media just prior to 5 p.m. 
The Best Leading The Best: The NHL announced the 
coaches for this year's All-Star Game on Wednesday, 
naming Rod Brind'Amour as the leader of the Metropolitan 
Division for a second consecutive year. Guiding the Canes to 
a record of 25-9-7, Brind'Amour will have at least one 
member of his roster, Andrei Svechnikov, with him for the 
event in Sunrise, FL on February 3-4. 
On The Other Side: A season riddled with injuries for the 
Blue Jackets has left them at the bottom of the Metropolitan 
Division standings thus far. Patrik Laine, Zach Werenski, 
Jakub Voracek, Jake Bean, Adam Boqvist, and several 
others have all missed time thus far this year, currently giving 
them the third-fewest goals for (102) and a share of the 
second-most goals against (127) in the NHL. Their power 
play also ranks 28th out of all 32 teams. They are 2-8-0 in 
their last 10 games. 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. He has recently taken 
part in team practices and morning skates since 
December 16 in a no-contact jersey, but there is no 
current timetable for his return. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-
body injury on November 6. He has been practicing 
with the team since December 8. Rod Brind'Amour 
has said on several occasions, "We're waiting for 
him to say that he feels 100%. He won't play until 
then." Andersen is with the team in Columbus for 
this trip. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 
What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
white jerseys with red helmets. 
Milestone Watch: A win on Thursday would give Rod 
Brind'Amour 200 wins as a head coach. It would also make 
him the third-fastest coach to 200 wins in league history (330 
games). 
AFTER THE FINAL HORN 
The Canes will return to Raleigh immediately post-game. 
They are scheduled to practice on Friday before hosting the 
Penguins and Canucks at PNC Arena on Saturday and 
Sunday, respectively.
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Super 16: Top 5 of power rankings remain same at midseason 

The midpoint of the season arrived Wednesday, and all week 
at NHL.com we have been running our Trophy Tracker 
series. 
Consider the Super 16 power rankings this week the Trophy 
Tracker edition, or at least the MVP addition. 
Who is the biggest reason for the Boston Bruins being the 
unanimous No. 1? Who has made the Carolina Hurricanes, 
Toronto Maple Leafs, Dallas Stars and Vegas Golden 
Knights stay in the top five. 
Is there a player who has made the difference in the Los 
Angeles Kings jumping three spots to No. 9? What about the 
MVP of the Seattle Kraken, who have won six straight games 
and are up three spots to No. 12? 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Here is the Super 16 for this week, with a select member of 
the voting panel offering his or her thought on the most 
valuable player of each team. 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (32-4-4) 

Total points: 208 
Last week: No. 1 
"There are a whole host of candidates for Bruins MVP this 
season. Is it Linus Ullmark? David Pastrnak? Patrice 
Bergeron? Hampus Lindholm? Jim Montgomery? (Yeah, I 
know he's not a player.) I'm going with Ullmark, even though 
I don't think you can go wrong with any of those choices. But 
Ullmark has been rock-solid, the absolute favorite for the 
Vezina Trophy given to the best goalie in the NHL. He's 22-
1-1 with a 1.87 goals-against average, .938 save percentage 
and two shutouts. When you have a goalie that good, it frees 
up the rest of the team to be its best. And this team has been 
its best all season." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (25-9-7) 

Total points: 193 
Last week: No. 2 
"The Hurricanes have numerous candidates for MVP, 
including forwards Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov, 
defenseman Brent Burns, and goalie Pyotr Kochetkov. But 
the best player for them all season has been Martin Necas. 
The forward leads them in points (39) and shots on goal 
(142), is among team leaders in power-play goals (five) and 
power-play points (12), and is second among forwards in ice 
time per game (19:26). Necas had 40 points last season (14 
goals, 26 assists) and should shatter his NHL career high of 
41 set in 2020-21. Carolina is 12-3-2 when he scores a goal 

this season, and he always seems to be on the ice when a 
big play is made." -- David Satriano, staff writer 

3. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (26-9-7) 

Total points: 172 
Last week: No. 3 
"Mitchell Marner's historical run has easily made him Maple 
Leafs MVP through the first half. The 25-year-old had a 23-
game point streak, the longest in the 105-year history of the 
Maple Leafs. Consider this, too: In a league where every 
player's goal is consistency, Marner has at least one point in 
37 of 42 games. Did we mention he's arguably Toronto's 
best penalty killer? On a team full of stars, Marner has been 
the brightest one." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

4. DALLAS STARS (25-11-6) 

Total points: 166 
Last week: No. 4 
"I could go in two different directions here, but I'll take 
forward Jason Robertson as Stars midseason MVP. A finalist 
for the 2021 Calder Trophy given to the top rookie in the 
NHL, Robertson has not skipped a beat. He leads the Stars 
with 58 points (29 goals, 29 assists) in 42 games, 14 more 
than Roope Hintz, who is second with 44 points (19 goals, 25 
assists). The 23-year-old is one of the most electrifying 
young players in the NHL today and he's helped Dallas stay 
at or near the top of the Central Division." -- Tracey Myers, 
staff writer 

5. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (27-13-2) 

Total points: 144 
Last week: No. 5 
"Goaltending has been a hot-button issue in Vegas. Marc-
Andre Fleury competed with Robin Lehner, then got traded. 
Lehner was supposed to be the No. 1, then got hurt. Well, 
how valuable has Logan Thompson been? He's sixth in the 
NHL in wins (18), and has a 2.66 GAA, .914 save 
percentage and two shutouts. Thompson is a top candidate 
to win the Calder Trophy. Without his ability to stabilize the 
goaltending, the Golden Knights wouldn't be where they are." 
-- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

6. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (25-13-1) 

Total points: 129 
Last week: No. 6 
"Guys like Andrei Vasilevskiy and Victor Hedman are more 
obvious choices, but Nikita Kucherov has been dynamite this 
season. The forward had four points (two goals, two assists) 
in a 6-3 win against the Columbus Blue Jackets on Tuesday, 
moving him 14 ahead of Steven Stamkos for the Lightning 
scoring lead with 59 (16 goals, 43 assists) in 39 games. If he 
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can stay healthy, Kucherov could come close to matching his 
NHL career-high 128 points from 2018-19. He's on pace for 
124." -- Brian Compton, managing editor  

7. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (26-12-3) 

Total points: 121 
Last week: No. 8 
"Jack Hughes had the look of a player on the verge of 
superstar status entering this season and hasn't 
disappointed. The 21-year-old, the No. 1 pick in the 2019 
NHL Draft, leads the Devils in goals (26), points (49), points 
per game (1.20) and shots on goal (187) and is first among 
New Jersey forwards in average ice time (20:01). He is 
without a doubt the MVP at the midway point of the season 
for the Devils, who have won two straight and are No. 9 in 
my Super 16 poll this week. Hughes was the youngest player 
at the 2022 NHL All-Star Game and will again represent the 
Metropolitan Division at the 2023 Honda NHL All-Star Game 
in Sunrise, Florida, on Feb. 4. He's a gamebreaker worth the 
price of admission." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

8. WINNIPEG JETS (26-14-1) 

Total points: 101 
Last week: No. 7 
"Unlike the Edmonton Oilers, Minnesota Wild or Stars, where 
pointing a finger at Connor McDavid, Kirill Kaprizov and 
Robertson as the respective team's MVP is a no-brainer, the 
choice among the Jets is much less trivial. Arguments can be 
made for Kyle Connor, Winnipeg's leading scorer with 50 
points (20 goals, 30 assists), Pierre-Luc Dubois, who is one 
point behind Connor and a force all over the ice, or Connor 
Hellebuyck, whose 20 wins are second in the NHL behind 
Ullmark, or the tenacious Mark Scheifele and his Jets high 
24 goals in 41 games. But I am going with Josh Morrissey. 
Day in and day out, the 27-year-old defenseman has been a 
scoring machine. Morrissey's 39 assists lead the Jets and 
are second among NHL defensemen behind Erik Karlsson of 
the San Jose Sharks (42). His 46 points are third on the Jets 
and tied with Rasmus Dahlin of the Buffalo Sabres for 
second in the NHL at the position. He has not gone more 
than two games without a point this season." -- Paul 
Strizhevsky, staff writer 

9. LOS ANGELES KINGS (25-14-6) 

Total points: 92 
Last week: No. 12 
"There wasn't much fanfare when the Kings signed goalie 
Pheonix Copley to a one-year contract July 13, or when the 
goalie was recalled from Ontario of the American Hockey 
League on Dec. 1. His arrival has changed the course of 
their season. Since Copley arrived, the Kings are 13-5-2 in 
20 games and the 30-year-old has supplanted Jonathan 
Quick as the No. 1 goalie, going 12-2-0 with a 2.59 GAA and 
.904 save percentage in 14 games. Prior to this season, 
Copley played 31 games in four NHL seasons since 2015-16 
with the St. Louis Blues and Washington Capitals, and never 
more than the 27 he played for the Capitals in 2018-19. He's 
always been an insurance goalie or a backup, never a star, 
but the Kings aren't a contender for the top spot in the Pacific 
Division without Copley playing at his current level." -- Adam 
Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

10. NEW YORK RANGERS (23-12-7) 

Total points: 89 
Last week: No. 10 
"Adam Fox is having a season worthy of being in the 
discussion for the Norris Trophy given to the best 
defenseman in the NHL and is the Rangers' most valuable 
player. He's third on New York with 42 points (eight goals, 34 
assists), trailing forwards Artemi Panarin (45 points) and 
Mika Zibanejad (44). He is fourth among NHL defensemen in 
points, third in assists, third in even-strength points (26) and 
ninth overall in average ice time per game (25:02). If the 
Rangers need a big play, they look to Fox. If they need to 
shut a team down, they look to Fox. As much talent as they 
have, and they still have arguably the best goalie in the NHL 
in Igor Shesterkin, Fox is their engine, their heart and soul, 
their best player." -- Dan Rosen, senior writer 

11. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (23-15-6) 

Total points: 87 
Last week: No. 9 
"The Capitals needed a team effort to survive the host of 
injuries they had the first half of the season, including 
defenseman John Carlson (hit in face with puck), and 
forwards Nicklas Backstrom (hip surgery), Tom Wilson (knee 
surgery) and T.J. Oshie (upper body), and still hold a Stanley 
Cup Playoff spot. But Alex Ovechkin is Washington's clear 
MVP again, leading in goals (29) and points (48). The 37-
year-old's first-half highlights included a hat trick against the 
Chicago Blackhawks on Dec. 13 to become the third player 
to reach 800 NHL goals and two more against the Jets on 
Dec. 23 to pass Gordie Howe (801) for second in NHL 
history with 802. Wilson and Backstrom each made their 
season debut Sunday, but the Capitals will need Ovechkin to 
continue to play at this high a level to extend their streak of 
qualifying for the playoffs to nine straight seasons." -- Tom 
Gulitti, staff writer 

12. SEATTLE KRAKEN (24-12-4) 

Total points: 84 
Last week: No. 15 
"There have been some marquee performances for the 
Kraken that have garnered headlines, but nobody has been 
more valuable than Vince Dunn. The defenseman simply 
does everything for them. Yes, Jared McCann is on pace for 
41 goals and Matty Beniers is the odds-on favorite for the 
Calder Trophy, but neither impacts Seattle the way Dunn 
does. He plays in all situations, is second on the Kraken in 
ice time (23:36) behind Adam Larsson (24:05), fourth in 
scoring with 29 points (seven goals, 22 assists) in 40 games, 
and his plus-20 rating is second behind Larsson's plus-21 
and tied for 11th in the NHL. Without the steadying influence 
of Dunn, who won the Stanley Cup with the St. Louis Blues 
in 2019, the Kraken would have trouble reaching and holding 
the heights that have been found." -- Shawn P. Roarke, 
senior director of editorial 

13. MINNESOTA WILD (22-14-4) 

Total points: 56 
Last week: No. 11 
"Kaprizov is the king in the State of Hockey since he joined 
the Wild in 2020-21. The 25-year-old forward helped 
Minnesota make the playoffs in his first two seasons. The 
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Wild will need him to continue to be on top of his game in the 
second half. So far, 'The Thrill' doing just fine with 24 goals 
and 49 points. Since his NHL debut, Kaprizov 
(Novokuznetsk, Russia) has 208 points, second among 
players born in Europe. Oilers forward Leon Draisaitl 
(Cologne, Germany) is first with 257." -- Robert Laflamme, 
LNH.com senior writer 

14. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (21-13-6) 

Total points: 46 
Last week: No. 13 
"It's Sidney Crosby, again. He's 35 years old and the 
Penguins captain is showing no signs of slowing down. 
Crosby is Pittsburgh's most valuable player this season. He 
leads the Penguins in goals (21), assists (27), points (48), 
and even-strength goals (18), assists (20) and points (38). 
Crosby is second in the NHL in even-strength points behind 
Karlsson (41). His production has been paramount to 
Pittsburgh's success. Crosby has 37 points (14 goals, 23 
assists) and is plus-19 in 21 wins. He has 11 points (seven 
goals, four assists) and is minus-18 in 19 losses." -- Rosen 

15. COLORADO AVALANCHE (20-16-3) 

Total points: 25 
Last week: No. 14 
"Mikko Rantanen has stood out in what has been to date a 
rough season for the defending Stanley Cup champions with 
the number of injuries to key players. Rantanen gets the nod 
as Avalanche MVP ahead of defenseman Cale Makar 
because of his goal scoring. He leads Colorado and is 
seventh in the NHL with 27 goals and tied with Robertson for 
the most even-strength goals (22). Rantanen leads the 
Avalanche with 50 points. He is one of six Colorado players 
who has played all 39 games this season, which alone is 
enough to put him in the MVP running. The Avalanche have 
used 35 skaters and three goalies. Rantanen has been the 
best of them all." -- Rosen 

16. BUFFALO SABRES (20-17-2) 

Total points: 16 
Last week: Unranked 
"The Sabres have had a strong season and there are a 
number of top candidates for their team MVP. I was torn 
between Dahlin and Tage Thompson. Defense wins 
championships, so Dahlin gets the nod, though it was and 
remains a close vote. Dahlin's 46 points are tied with 
Morrissey for second at the position. He's tied for first among 
defensemen with 13 goals (Karlsson). He is third in the NHL 
in ice time per game 26:21. Thompson is third in goals (31), 
sixth in points (57) and tied with McDavid for second with 14 
power-play goals. He's been terrific, but Dahlin is the Sabres' 
ultimate driver and overall best player." -- Rosen 
Others receiving points: Nashville Predators 15, New York 
Islanders 14, Calgary Flames 10 
Dropped out: Islanders 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. Winnipeg 
Jets; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Los Angeles 

Kings; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Colorado Avalanche; 15. Buffalo Sabres; 16. Nashville 
Predators 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. Seattle 
Kraken; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Vegas Golden Knights; 
9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Minnesota Wild; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Calgary 
Flames 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Seattle Kraken; 9. 
Winnipeg Jets; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Minnesota Wild; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. New York 
Islanders 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Seattle Kraken; 9. 
Winnipeg Jets; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. New York 
Islanders 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Dallas Stars; 4. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. New York Rangers; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Buffalo 
Sabres; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Seattle Kraken; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Calgary Flames 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Los Angeles Kings; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Nashville 
Predators 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. New Jersey Devils; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 
11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. New York 
Rangers; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. New 
York Islanders 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. New Jersey 
Devils; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Minnesota Wild; 
14. New York Islanders; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. 
Calgary Flames 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Dallas Stars; 4. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. Los 
Angeles Kings; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Minnesota Wild; 
9. Buffalo Sabres; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. New York 
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Rangers; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Calgary Flames; 14. Seattle 
Kraken; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. New Jersey Devils 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Dallas Stars; 3. Carolina Hurricanes; 4. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Seattle Kraken; 9. 
Los Angeles Kings; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Minnesota Wild; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. New York 
Islanders 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Los Angeles Kings; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Minnesota Wild; 14. New 

York Islanders; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Nashville 
Predators 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 
6. Dallas Stars; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Calgary Flames 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Seattle Kraken; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. 
Colorado Avalanche 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andersen could return for Hurricanes against Blue Jackets 

Goalie has missed past 29 games with lower-body injury 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Frederik Andersen could return when the 
Carolina Hurricanes play at the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Thursday (7 p.m. ET; BSSO, BSOH, ESPN+, SN NOW). 
The 33-year-old goalie, who has missed the past 29 games 
with a lower-body injury sustained in November, was 
removed from injured reserve and had a full practice 
Wednesday. He traveled with the Hurricanes to Columbus. 
"He's going to take the morning skate (on Thursday), I think, 
and get more involved with the group, which is great," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He's getting close. I 
guess anything is possible, but we're definitely ramping him 
up." 
In eight games (all starts), Andersen is 5-3-0 with a 2.72 
goals-against average and an .891 save percentage. He last 
played in a 3-1 loss against the Toronto Maple Leafs on Nov. 
6, when he made 18 saves. 
Antti Raanta was held out of practice after he backed up 
Pyotr Kochetkov in a 5-3 loss against the New Jersey Devils 
on Tuesday. Raanta is 10-2-3 with a 2.63 GAA and an .894 
save percentage in 16 games this season, including 6-0-1 in 
his past seven starts. 

"He had a little issue today," Brind'Amour said. "We kept him 
off [the ice]. We've got two guys that can practice." 
Andersen's anticipated return comes with the Hurricanes 
having lost four straight games (0-3-1) following an 11-game 
winning streak and a 17-game point streak (15-0-2). 
Kochetkov has allowed four goals in three straight games. In 
18 games (17 starts), he is 10-4-4 with a 2.30 GAA, .914 
save percentage and three shutouts. Kochetkov backed up 
Raanta for five straight games (Dec. 22-Jan.1) with an 
undisclosed injury. 
"I'm sure [Kochetkov is] down on himself," Brind'Amour said 
after the loss Tuesday. "He was playing great, and his injury 
took him out of the lineup for a little bit. Since he's been 
back, he hasn't had the same results. He's a young kid (23), 
and that's human nature. I'm sure he wishes he could have 
one of those back. It's big-boy hockey. That's how it goes." 
Carolina plays three games in the next four days. After 
Columbus, it will host the Pittsburgh Penguins on Saturday 
and the Vancouver Canucks on Sunday. 
"No real clear picture yet until 'Freddie' plays a game," 
Brind'Amour said about who would start the upcoming 
games. "Then we will have some decisions to make. Once 
he does go in, you got to go. We've got to get it up to speed 
as quickly as possible. The only way to find out is to get in 
there." 
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Brind’Amour, Montgomery, DeBoer, Cassidy named NHL All-Star Game Coaches 

Will guide respective divisions in 3-on-3 tournament in 
Sunrise, Florida, on Feb. 4 

Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes (Metropolitan), 
Jim Montgomery of the Boston Bruins (Atlantic), Peter 
DeBoer of the Dallas Stars (Central) and Bruce Cassidy of 
the Vegas Golden Knights (Pacific) will coach their 
respective divisions at the 2023 Honda NHL All-Star Game 
at FLA LIVE Arena in Sunrise, Florida, on Feb. 4 (3 p.m. ET; 
ABC, ESPN+, CBC, SN, TVAS). 
Their teams will have the highest points percentage (points 
earned divided by total possible points) in their respective 
divisions through Wednesday. 
Brind'Amour will be coaching his second All-Star Game after 
coaching the Metropolitan Division last season. He's guided 
the Hurricanes (25-9-7, .695 points percentage) to first in the 
division. Brind'Amour won the 2021 Jack Adams Award 
voted as the top coach in the NHL after Carolina went 36-12-
8. 
"That will be interesting. What I took away last year, it was 
pretty neat to see the players you coach (against) and get to 
know them a little bit," Brind'Amour said. "It's not necessarily 
great because you have this kind of disdain for players on 
the other team. Then you get to be around them and you're 
like, "That guy's a good guy.' It's kind of nice to see them and 
get to know them." 
Montgomery will be coaching his first All-Star Game. He's led 
Boston to the best record in the NHL (32-4-4, .850 points 
percentage) after he was hired July 1 to replace Cassidy, 
who was fired June 7. Under Montgomery, the Bruins rank in 
the top five in the NHL in goals per game (3.85, second), 
goals-against per game (2.13, first), power-play percentage 
(28.2, third) and penalty-killing percentage (85.8, first), and 
leads the NHL with a plus-69 goal differential; the Stars rank 
second (plus-36). Boston has not lost a home game in 
regulation this season, going 19-0-3 including a 2-1 victory 

against the Pittsburgh Penguins in the 2023 Discover NHL 
Winter Classic at Fenway Park in Boston on Jan. 2. 
"For me it's an honor and I'm honored to represent our team 
because they're the guys -- to me, I'm representing our group 
and what we've accomplished so far in the first half," 
Montgomery said. "… I think how they have coaches 
represent teams with the highest winning percentage is a 
reflection on how good your team has been playing. … 
There's certain things in your life you're just very fortunate to 
be a part of. This will be one." 
DeBoer will be making his third All-Star Game appearance 
as a coach, including last season when he was with the 
Golden Knights. The Stars' first-year coach has them first in 
the Central Division (25-11-6, .667). DeBoer also coached 
the Pacific Division in 2017, when he was with the San Jose 
Sharks. 
Cassidy will be making his second appearance, and first 
since he coached the Atlantic Division in 2020 with the 
Bruins. Hired by Vegas on June 14, he has the Golden 
Knights first in the Pacific (27-13-2, .667) after they failed to 
make the Stanley Cup Playoffs last season.  
The All-Star Game will feature a three-game tournament 
played in a 3-on-3 format and showcasing teams from each 
NHL division. Each of the four teams will include nine skaters 
and two goalies. 
The initial 32 players were chosen for the All-Star Game by 
the NHL hockey operations department Jan. 5. The 
remaining 12 (two skaters, one goalie per division) will be 
chosen by a fan vote, which will take place online 
(NHL.com/vote) through Jan. 17, and on Twitter from Jan. 
12-14. Details on the voting process can be found here. 
The 12 players selected via fan voting be revealed Jan. 19. 
The 2023 NHL All-Stars Skills presented by DraftKings 
Sportsbook will take place Feb. 3 (7 p.m. ET, ESPN, ESPN+, 
SN, TVAS). 
NHL.com staff writer Amalie Benjamin and independent 
correspondent Kurt Dusterberg contributed to this report 
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NHL All-Star Game Twitter fan vote underway 

2 skaters, 1 goalie from each division will be added to rosters 
for Feb. 4 game in Florida 

by David Satriano  
The Twitter portion of the 2023 NHL All-Star Fan Vote 
presented by Guaranteed Rate began Thursday at 12:01 
a.m. ET and runs through Saturday at 11:59 p.m. ET. 

The All-Star Fan Vote will determine the final three players 
(two skaters, one goalie) for each of the four divisions -- 
Metropolitan, Atlantic, Central and Pacific. 
On Twitter, fans can make their All-Star Game picks by using 
the hashtag #NHLAllStar followed by the player's full name, 
or twitter handle or another hashtag with the player's full 
name. Only referencing a player's last name will not count as 
a vote. 
Fans must have an active and public Twitter account, and 
retweets or replies of tweets which include the #NHLAllStar 
hashtag and any of the above player's name combinations 
will also count as one vote. 
The Twitter vote will be combined with the NHL online vote at 
NHL.com/vote, where fans can select as few as one player 
and as many as 12 per ballot (two skaters, one goalie per 
division). 
Online voting closes Jan. 17 at 11:59 p.m. ET and the 
players selected will be revealed on Jan. 19. 
Under the new voting format, fans will select the 12 
remaining players as opposed to eight. In previous seasons, 
fan-elected captains were voted before the NHL hockey 
operations department chose the remaining rosters (not 
limited to one player per team) and fans chose a final player 
(Last Men In) for each team. 
"Thanks to our passionate fans, the All-Star Fan Vote is one 
of the NHL's top fan engagement programs," NHL chief 
marketing officer Heidi Browning said. "Each season, we 
look for opportunities to evolve the program to maximize fan 
engagement and attract new fans to participate. 
"After reviewing campaign data and fan feedback from 
recent All-Star Fan Vote campaigns, we noted that our fans 
want the opportunity to have more influence on our All-Star 
Roster selection. We expanded the number of players on the 
ballots and introduced social voting opportunities for the 
2023 Honda NHL All-Star Fan Vote presented by 
Guaranteed Rate." 
The initial rosters for the Honda NHL All-Star Weekend were 
selected by hockey operations, who chose one player from 
each of the 32 NHL teams, and were revealed Jan. 5. 
The All-Star Game will take place at FLA LIVE Arena on Feb. 
4 (3 p.m. ET; ABC, ESPN+, CBC, SN, TVAS). The All-Star 
Skills presented by DraftKings will take place Feb. 3 (7 p.m. 
ET, ESPN, ESPN+, SN, TVAS). 

The All-Star Game will feature a three-game tournament, 
played in a 3-on-3 format and showcasing teams from each 
NHL division. Each of the four teams will include nine skaters 
and two goalies. 
Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes (Metropolitan), 
Jim Montgomery of the Boston Bruins (Atlantic), Peter 
DeBoer of the Dallas Stars (Central) and Bruce Cassidy of 
the Vegas Golden Knights (Pacific) were selected as 
coaches, as their teams will have the best points percentage 
in their respective divisions through games of Jan. 11, when 
the NHL hits the official midpoint of the season. 
Here are the rosters: 
Metropolitan Division (All-Star appearances) 
F Sidney Crosby, PIT (5th) 
F Johnny Gaudreau, CBJ (7th) 
F Kevin Hayes, PHI (1st) 
F Jack Hughes, NJD (2nd) 
F Brock Nelson, NYI (1st) 
F Alex Ovechkin, WSH (8th) 
F Andrei Svechnikov, CAR (1st) 
G Igor Shesterkin, NYR (1st) 
Atlantic Division (All-Star appearances) 
F Nikita Kucherov, TBL (4th) 
F Dylan Larkin, DET (3rd) 
F Mitchell Marner, TOR (2nd) 
F Nick Suzuki, MTL (2nd) 
F Tage Thompson, BUF (1st) 
F Brady Tkachuk, OTT (3rd) 
F Matthew Tkachuk, FLA (2nd) 
G Linus Ullmark, BOS (1st) 
Central Division (All-Star appearances) 
F Kirill Kaprizov, MIN (2nd) 
F Clayton Keller, ARI (3rd) 
F Jason Robertson, DAL (1st) 
F Vladimir Tarasenko, STL (4th) 
D Seth Jones, CHI (4th) 
D Cale Makar, COL (2nd) 
D Josh Morrissey, WPG (1st) 
G Juuse Saros, NSH (2nd) 
Pacific Division (All-Star appearances) 
F Matty Beniers, SEA (1st) 
F Kevin Fiala, LAK (1st) 
F Nazem Kadri, CGY (2nd) 
F Connor McDavid, EDM (6th) 
F Elias Pettersson, VAN (3rd) 
F Troy Terry, ANA (2nd) 
D Erik Karlsson, SJS (7th) 
G Logan Thompson, VGK (1st) 
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NHL All-Star Game 2023: Head coaches announced for each of the four divisions 

These coaches will be behind the benches for the All-Star 
festivities in February 

By Austin Nivison 
Most of the 2023 NHL All-Star rosters have been announced, 
but we now know which coaches will be behind the benches 
for the festivities in Sunrise, Fla. 
On Wednesday, the NHL announced that Boston Bruins 
coach Jim Montgomery will represent the Atlantic Division, 
Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour will represent 
the Metropolitan Division, Dallas Stars coach Peter DeBoer 
will represent the Central Division, and Vegas Golden 
Knights coach Bruce Cassidy will represent the Pacific 
Division. 
Each of those teams is leading its respective division, and 
they are guaranteed to have the highest points percentage at 

the end of the day on Wednesday, which is the criteria for 
selecting All-Star coaches. 
Three of the coaches selected are in their first year on the 
job, and they have some interesting connections to one 
another. Montgomery replaced Cassidy in Boston, and 
Cassidy replaced DeBoer in Vegas. Montgomery has also 
coached the Stars, which is where DeBoer is now. 
The exception is Brind'Amour, who has spent all six years of 
his coaching career with the Hurricanes. 
Last week, the NHL announced partial rosters for each All-
Star team. The fan vote will add two more skaters and a 
goaltender to each team prior to All-Star weekend at FLA 
Live Arena. 
The All-Star festivities are slated to begin with the skills 
competition at 7:00 p.m. ET on Friday, Feb. 3. The All-Star 
Game will begin at 3:00 p.m. ET on Saturday, Feb. 4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Andersen activated off of IR 
The veteran netminder had missed the last 30 games due to 
a lower-body injury. 

By Ryan Henkel  

After missing the last 29 games, and with the Carolina 
Hurricanes floundering a bit in net, it seems that help may be 
just around the corner as it was announced today that 
veteran netminder Frederik Andersen was activated off of IR. 
The 33-year old netminder was 5-3-0 on the season with a 
0.891 and 2.72 goals against average before injuring himself 
during practice. 
Rod Brind’Amour confirmed Wednesday morning that he 
would be making the trip to Columbus for Thursday’s game 
against the Blue Jackets and that starting was in the realm of 
possibilities for him. 

It was then later Tweeted out by the Hurricanes’ PR account 
that he was activated off of IR. 
After a tremendous showing from Antti Raanta and Pyotr 
Kochetkov in the month of December, both goaltenders have 
seen their results dip and their play start to waver, so there 
has been no better time for Andersen to make an 
appearance than now. 
There’s no guarantee that Andersen will be the saving grace 
that the Hurricanes need, as his numbers were fairly weak to 
start the season, but if there was ever a chance for him to 
win back the crease, this would be it. 
Andersen has a career record of 266-117-51 with a 0.916 
save percentage and 2.59 goals against average. Last 
season, he and Raanta combined to win the William M. 
Jennings Trophy for goaltending tandem that allowed the 
fewest goals over the course of the entire season. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 12, 2023 

 

About Last Night: Hurricanes Go Streaking, Again 

The Hurricanes lost their fourth consecutive game last night 
against the New Jersey Devils. 

By Brett Finger  

One close loss very quickly turned into a four-game string of 
close losses for the Carolina Hurricanes, who have watched 
all of the positive vibes surrounding their franchise-record run 
of wins all but disappear. 
After falling to Rangers, Predators, and Blue Jackets in 
similarly dumbfounding ways, the Hurricanes experienced a 
multi-faceted disappointment of a loss against the New 
Jersey Devils last night, from defensive breakdowns at 
inopportune times to another rough outing for rookie goalie 
Pyotr Kochetkov. 
For the better part of two periods, Carolina dominated New 
Jersey, but it wasn’t enough. Let’s talk about last night. 

The First 39 

Boosted by shorthanded goals from Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 
Sebastian Aho and Max Pacioretty’s third tally in as many 
games with the club, the Hurricanes were in command with 
as little as one minute remaining in the second period. 
Kotkaniemi’s opening goal off of a beautifully-executed push 
faceoff win from Martin Necas got the home crowd into the 
nationally-broadcasted festivities. 
Jonas Siegenthaler responded before the end of the first 
period on a weak short-side goal from a bad angle to knot 
the score up at one goal apiece, but the Hurricanes were the 
better club at 5-on-5 for most of the opening frame. That 
continued into the second period as the Canes consistently 
created issues for a Devils team that struggled to get and 
maintain possession of the puck. 
Pacioretty’s flip pass to Seth Jarvis on a rush chance at 8:50 
of the period bounced off of a Devils defender and went into 
the New Jersey net to give Carolina their second one-goal 
lead of the game. 
Their lead grew by a goal thanks to another shorthanded 
goal. Aho buried a returning feed from Teuvo Teravainen 
that went through the legs of former Hurricane Dougie 
Hamilton, and it felt like a late-period dagger of sorts to put 
separation between the two teams. 
The two-goal lead felt safe; perhaps the Hurricanes shared 
that feeling too hard. 

The Final 21 

As the final-minute announcement was made, Dawson 
Mercer corralled the puck in the corner of the Carolina zone 
and b-lined to the front of Kochetkov’s net. After experiencing 
virtually no defensive pressure, Mercer managed to slip the 
puck through the legs of the young goalie to make it 3-2. 
The goal was a result of several players falling asleep at the 
worst possible time, and Kochetkov’s recent strugglers didn’t 
help matters for the home team. 
One goal in that spot would be unfortunate. Two goals in that 
spot would be a disaster. Carolina’s finish to the second 
period was a disaster. 
The very next shift, the Devils again secured an easy 
offensive zone entry. Dylan Coughlan fell down, which left 
Jesper Boqvist totally unmarked, and Jack Hughes found his 

open linemate down low. Boqvist made a move to the front of 
the net and scored New Jersey’s second goal in 18 seconds. 
It was an absolutely deflating sequence for the Hurricanes, 
who went from up 3-1 and back to square one with 
momentum cascading the other way in less than 20 in-game 
seconds. 
For as disappointing as the final minute of the second period 
was for Rod Brind’Amour’s group, the third period was just 
as bad. In a tie game on home ice, the Hurricanes went 
roughly half of the final regulation period without registering a 
shot on goal. Just before the halfway point, another 
defensive breakdown, combined with a great individual play 
and a rookie netminder leaking confidence, spelled 
Carolina’s doom. 
Mercer got around Coughlin with ease, danced to the front of 
the net, got the puck by Kochetkov’s outstretch pad, and 
dunked in his second goal of the game at 8:53. The goal 
came almost exactly one period of play after Pacioretty’s 
second-period tally to give the Canes a lead, but at that 
point, the Pacioretty goal felt like it was scored in an entirely 
different game. 
New Jersey didn’t wear Carolina out with constant waves of 
offense in the third period, but they got their goal, parked the 
bus, and made the Hurricanes look hopeless as they tried to 
get a game-tying goal. 
That goal never came, and Nico Hischier’s empty-net tally 
sealed the deal for the Hurricanes in a 5-3 loss. 

What To Make Of It 

Last night’s game saw many of the lingering issues the 
Hurricanes have faced this season rear their collective head 
yet again, and that starts with their third-period play. 
Carolina entered last night with a -9 goal differential in third 
periods this season, a mark that comfortably placed them in 
the bottom third of the league. Of course, that metric got 
worse for the Hurricanes, continuing a trend that has 
inexplicably held the team back at several points in the 
season. 
Typically, previous iterations of the Hurricanes thrived late in 
games, which makes this dramatic turnaround additionally 
puzzling. It hasn’t been just one or two facets that have 
plagued them, either. Instead, it’s been a combination of 
things with new variables thrown into the equation on many 
nights. 
The play of the team’s third defensive pairing, Coughlin in 
particular, was again an issue. Kochetkov would likely be the 
first person to tell you that he wasn’t good enough, either, 
though I have a difficult time placing loads of blame on the 
shoulders of a rookie goalie coming back from injury when 
this team is packed with veterans and considers itself a 
Stanley Cup contender. 
They need better goaltending, certainly, but they also need a 
level of desperation in the game they play in front of whoever 
is in the net that was sorely missed in the final 20+ minutes 
of last night’s game. 
It’s four straight losses now for the Hurricanes, who are 
getting dangerously close to their season-long six-game 
losing stretch from November without the added benefit of 
picking up a point almost every night. It’s not the end of the 
world, and plenty of time still remains for the team to get 
back on track and reestablish themselves as a top dog, but 
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Jordan Staal’s remarks after last night’s game don’t paint a 
particularly pretty picture. 
If the Hurricanes are going to end their rut, they will have to 
do it in the same building they took a disappointing shootout 

loss in on Saturday against the Columbus Blue Jackets. 
More than anything, this team desperately needs something 
to go their way, so hopefully, that is what happens on 
Thursday. 

 
 
Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Carolina Hurricanes Fall Back to Earth 

The Carolina Hurricanes now have just a two point lead over 
the New Jersey Devils for the lead in the Metropolitan 
Division 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 57 Points (25-9-7) 

The Carolina Hurricanes are no longer invincible and are in 
the midst of a four-game losing streak and a 0-3-1 record. 
The frustrating part is the fact that the Canes have gotten 
Max Pacioretty back from a torn Achilles tendon. Patches 
has three goals in his first three games with the Canes, but 
has yet to play in a win. 
The Canes have largely been undone by their goaltending. 
After winning Rookie of the Month and Third Star of the 
Week to end December respectively, both Pyotr Kochetkov 
and Antti Raanta have fallen flat in 2023. They rank 54th and 
55th in the NHL in save percentage. Kochetkov leads Raanta 
.852 to .848. The issue with Kochetkov is that he’s been 
letting in the easy goals. Three of those happened in one 
game against the Rangers. Last night he let up the first goal 
by not sealing the post. 
The goaltending has completely undone good offensive 
performances. During the four-game losing streak, they have 
still scored three or more goals per game. The last time the 
Canes scored fewer than three goals was on December 
13th, when they beat the Detroit Red Wings by a score of 1-
0.  

2. New Jersey Devils: 55 Points (26-12-3) 

The New Jersey Devils are bouncing back after a rough 
patch and have now won three of their last four games. 
Despite not scoring last night, Jack Hughes has been one of 
the hottest players in the NHL. His goal streak came to an 
end last night at five games. However, in those five games, 
he had eight goals and 10 total points. He now has 26 goals 
and 49 points at the halfway point of the season. He is on 
pace to be the first new 50-goal scorer outside of Leon 
Draisaitl and Auston Matthews since 2013. 
The Devils are playing as a resilient team and have now 
overcome a multi-goal deficit in back-to-back games. Last 
night was even more impressive as they overcame giving up 
two short-handed goals. They won in large part because of 
Dawson Mercer. Mercer, who is in his second NHL season, 
had his first career multi-goal game and second career three-
point game. The 21-year-old is a natural center who has 
been playing on the second line with Jack Hughes this 
season. 

3. New York Rangers: 53 Points (23-12-7) 

The New York Rangers were able to beat the Minnesota 
Wild in Ryan Reaves's return to the Garden. Reaves had 
aired his grievances over the situation in New York and his 
eventual trade heading into the game, but it's hard as an 

outside observer to think the Rangers handled anything 
incorrectly. As soon as they had the talent to replace Reaves 
with, he eventually became a more frequent healthy scratch. 
After a couple of weeks of not using him, they moved on and 
he now is in a place with more playing time. I can’t think of a 
better handling of a 13th forward than what he has gotten. 
The Rangers also re-signed forward Jimmy Vesey to a two-
year contract with an $800k cap hit. Vesey has always 
wanted to be a Ranger and forced his way out of Nashville 
after being drafted by the Nashville Predators. This was in 
contrast to the Preds wanting to use him on the top line. Now 
after a couple of journeyman seasons, he’s back with the 
Rangers and was willing to take a discount to stay with the 
team for two more seasons. He has flown under the radar 
this season, but already has seven goals and seven assists 
this season. He is just one point shy of his point total from all 
of last season with the Devils.  

4. Washington Capitals: 52 Points (23-14-6) 

The past week saw a roster shakeup for the Washington 
Capitals. Both Nicklas Backstrom and Tom Wilson made 
their much anticipated season debuts. Over the weekend, 
the Caps sent down Aliaksei Protas and waived Joe Snively, 
who later cleared. The most intriguing absence on the ice 
Sunday was Anthony Mantha. Mantha was healthy scratched 
for the first time in his Washington Capitals career in a 1-0 
win over the Columbus Blue Jackets. He described the 
scratch as a “wakeup call.”  
Neither Backstrom nor Wilson found the scoresheet in their 
season debuts. The Caps are in much better shape at the 
halfway point than most had expected. Heading into the 
season without half of their top-six, the Caps had every 
reason to be completely out of the playoff picture. Instead, 
they sit in fourth place in the division poised to be able to 
make a push for the playoffs and avoid chances of having to 
cross over to the Atlantic Division bracket.  

5. Pittsburgh Penguins: 48 Points (21-13-6) 

Pittsburgh Penguins defenseman Kris Letang has had a 
tough season. Most recently he stepped away from the team 
just before the Winter Classic due to the passing of his 
father, Claude Fouquet. The Penguins were supposed to 
return home after their game against the Arizona Coyotes on 
Sunday, but that’s not what happened. Despite having been 
away from home for over a week, the team made the 
decision to fly to Montreal to support and be with Letang. 
It was no small feat for the team to be able to join Letang, 
their 10-day road trip was all in the US. The team had to fly 
out the passports to the players to be able to get them to 
Canada. The whole trip was a bit of a whirlwind. The team 
was able to make it to Montreal at 4:00 am Monday, the 
morning of the funeral. The Penguins then flew home and 
practiced early yesterday before playing the Vancouver 
Canucks yesterday evening.  
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6. New York Islanders: 47 Points (22-17-3) 

The New York Islanders had an unsuccessful West Coast 
road trip with a 1-3-0 record. Their return home didn’t go 
much better as they lost in a shootout against the Dallas 
Stars. They have now lost three straight and three of their 
last four. The Isles have still been receiving great 
goaltending, but have struggled offensively. 
The Islanders are ahead of the Canes all season in offense 
with 3.15 goals per game vs the Canes' 3.10 goals for per 
game. However, when looking at the stats recently, their 
numbers have continued to fall. Since the start of December, 
the Canes have moved up to 3.61 while the Isles have fallen 
to just 3 goals for per game which is 24th in the league. They 
haven’t scored more than two goals since December 27th.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 39 Points (16-18-7) 

The Philadelphia Flyers are a very strong 6-4-0 in their last 
10 games which sees them seven points out of the final 
playoff position in the Eastern Conference. That’s still a huge 
deficit to overcome in the NHL, but the line is still in sight. 
Travis Konecny is on fire, he has 16 goals in his last 20 
games. He now leads the Flyers in goals (21) and total 
points (43). He also leads all Flyers forwards in ice time 
20:16, which is almost two minutes more than the next 
forward. Despite Konecny having a career year, he was not 
named to the NHL All-Star game’s initial roster.  
That went to center Kevin Hayes. Hayes has been in the dog 
house with head coach John Tortorella and now rumors are 

swirling that he is on the trade block. It should also come as 
no shock that Tortorella hates the All-Star Game. Tony 
DeAngelo also found himself on the wrong side of Torts as 
he was benched after just 7:05 of ice time against the 
Toronto Maple Leafs when he had four turnovers, one of 
which directly led to a goal against.  

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 26 Points (12-26-2) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets are in the middle of a trying year 
where they are re-setting and rebuilding. Moments like 
Saturday come few and far between but are huge for team 
morale and culture. Rookie Kirill Marchenko earned his first 
NHL hat trick in a win over the Carolina Hurricanes. 
Marchenko also has nine goals in his first eighteen games. 
The win for the Blue Jackets and the offensive explosion of 
three goals was just the third time that the Jackets have 
scored three or more goals since December 12th.  
Last Monday during the 2023 Winter Classic the NHL 
announced the location for the 2024 Winter Classic, Seattle. 
The Kraken will host the Vegas Golden Knights at T-Mobile 
Park. This will be the second outdoor game for the Golden 
Knights. Now there will only be three teams in the NHL that 
have not participated in an outdoor game, The Florida 
Panthers, Arizona Coyotes, and the Columbus Blue Jackets. 
While it is nice to see new markets get outdoor games, it's 
tough that established markets aren’t getting their 
opportunity. Why not have a game at Ohio State in 
Columbus against the Detroit Red Wings? 

 

 

Wolves Captain Max Lajoie Named AHL All-Star 

The American Hockey League announced Wednesday that 
Chicago Wolves captain Max Lajoie has been selected to 
participate in the 2023 AHL All-Star Classic to be held Feb. 
5-6 at Place Bell in Laval, Quebec. 
“I’m excited,” Lajoie said. “And I’m very, very happy and 
honored to represent the Wolves.” 
Named the 14th captain in franchise history on Nov. 8, Lajoie 
has a goal and 11 assists in 29 games in his third season 
with the defending Calder Cup champion Wolves. The 25-
year-old from Quebec City, Quebec, has also appeared in 
three games with the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes during the 
2022-23 campaign. 
The 2023 AHL All-Star Classic will include the AHL All-Stars 
Skills Competition on Sunday, Feb. 5, followed by the AHL 
Hall of Fame Induction and Awards Ceremony on Monday, 
Feb. 6 and the AHL All-Star Challenge later that evening. 
The AHL All-Stars will be divided into four teams, 
representing each of the league’s four divisions, which will 

then compete in the 2023 AHL All-Star Classic, a round-
robin, three-on-three tournament including six games of 10 
minutes each. The two teams with the best records at the 
end of the round-robin will then face off in a six-minute, 
three-on-three championship game. 
Joining Lajoie on the Central Division squad are Grand 
Rapids’ Brian Lashoff, Iowa’s Sammy Walker and Jesper 
Wallstedt, Manitoba’s Declan Chisholm, Milwaukee’s 
Yaroslav Askarov and Tommy Novak, Rockford’s David 
Gust, Lukas Reichel and Brett Seney and Texas’ Riley 
Barber and Thomas Harley. 
Up next: The Wolves will return to action Saturday against 
the Griffins in Grand Rapids (6 p.m., AHLTV). 
For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article271058357.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-january-12-at-columbus/c-339810224 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-january-12/c-339812844 
https://www.nhl.com/news/frederik-andersen-could-return-for-carolina-hurricanes-against-columbus-blue-jackets-on-thursday/c-339812674 

https://www.nhl.com/news/2023-nhl-all-star-game-coaches-announced/c-339803612 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-all-star-game-twitter-fan-vote-starts-january-12/c-339762394 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-bruins-lead-stanley-cup-contenders-halfway-through-the-2022-23-season/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/11/23551020/frederik-andersen-activated-off-of-ir-carolina-hurricanes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/11/23550689/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-go-streaking-again-new-jersey-devils-nhl-kochetkov-
coughlin-aho 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/11/23549658/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-carolina-hurricanes-fall-back-to-earth-devils-capitals-
rangers 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/01/11/wolves-captain-max-lajoie-named-ahl-all-star/ 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35426491/montgomery-brindamour-deboer-cassidy-coach-all-stars 
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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour to lead Metro Division team in 2023 
NHL All-Star Game 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

RALEIGH-Rod Brind’Amour is returning to the NHL All-Star Game to 
coach the Metropolitan Division squad — not that it was on his mind very 
much Wednesday. 

The announcement from the league came while the Carolina Hurricanes 
were practicing at PNC Arena, trying to make the corrections needed to 
end an 0-3-1 slide. 

“A four-game losing streak. That’s perfect timing,” Brind’Amour said after 
the workout. 

There wasn’t much of a selection process to it. The coaches of the four 
divisional points-percentage leaders, as of Jan. 11, were chosen to head 
up the teams in the 2023 All-Star Game, a three-on-three tournament. 

“Brilliant,” Brind’Amour deadpanned. 

Brind’Amour will coach the Metro for a second straight season. Jim 
Montgomery of the Boston Bruins will coach the Atlantic, Peter DeBoer of 
the Dallas Stars the Central and Bruce Cassidy of the Vegas Golden 
Knights will coach the Pacific team. 

NHL All-Star Weekend will be held Feb. 3-4 in Sunrise, Florida, and 
hosted by the Florida Panthers. Carolina forward Andrei Svechnikov has 
been chosen to represent the Canes on the Metro team — the rest of the 
divisional team rosters will be filled after a fan vote that ends Jan. 17 

The Canes reached the halfway point of the season with a 25-9-7 record 
and 57 points, two ahead of the New Jersey Devils in the Metro. 

The Canes go back to Columbus on Thursday for the second road game 
against the Blue Jackets in less than a week. Columbus, last in the 
Metro, took a 4-3 shootout victory Saturday. 

Carolina goaltender Frederik Andersen (31) makes the save during the 
first period of the Carolina Hurricanes’ game against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2022. 
Ethan Hyman ehyman@newsobserver.com 

Brind’Amour said Wednesday that goalie Frederik Andersen would be on 
the trip and could play his first game since Nov. 6 against Toronto. 
Andersen was activated off NHL injured reserve later Wednesday. 

“Anything is possible,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re definitely ramping him 
up.” 

Andersen has been sidelined with a knee issue since leaving practice 
Nov. 8. He’s 5-3-0 in eight games this season, with a 2.72 goals-against 
average and .923 save percentage. 

Brind’Amour said Andersen would take the morning skate and “get more 
involved with the group, which is great.” 

Canes rookie Pyotr Kochetkov has lost his past three games and had 
some shaky moments. Named the NHL rookie of the month for 
December, the goalie sustained an undisclosed injury that had him 
backing up Antti Raanta. 

Kochetkov allowed 12 goals on 76 shots in the three losses, including 
four in the 5-3 loss to New Jersey on Tuesday. 

“I’m sure he’s down on himself,” Brind’Amour said after the game. “He 
was playing great and then his injury took him out of the lineup for a little 
bit, and since he’s been back he hasn’t had those same results. He’s a 
young kid. It’s human nature.” 
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Minor league report: Jonathan Gruden leads Penguins to overtime win 

 

Seth Rorabaugh  

 

Forward Jonathan Gruden had two goals - including one in overtime - 
and an assist for the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins in a 4-3 road win 
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against the rival Hershey Bears at the Giant Center in Hershey on 
Wednesday. 

Defenseman Mitch Reinke and forward Drake Caggiula each recorded 
two assists for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton (17-10-2-3) while goaltender 
Taylor Gauthier made 20 saves on 23 shots in the victory. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the Charlotte 
Checkers on Saturday, 4 p.m. 

—- 

Two goals by forward Justin Addamo led the Wheeling Nailers to a 5-2 
home win against the Reading Royals at the WesBanco Arena in 
Wheeling, W.Va. 

Forwards Bobby Hampton and Carter Johnson each had a goal and an 
assist for Wheeling (17-15-1-0) while defenseman Davis Bunz 
contributed a goal and an assist. Goaltender Bailey Brkin made 32 saves 
on 34 shots in the victory. 

Highlights: 

The Nailers’ next game is a home contest against the Fort Wayne 
Komets on Friday, 7:10 p.m. 
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Penguins defenseman Jan Rutta steps up with more minutes 

 

Seth Rorabaugh  

 

There’s an everyman affability that shines through with Jan Rutta. 

He seemingly greets just about everyone with “buddy.” And with a smile. 

At the same time, he possesses an old school sternness as a hockey 
player. 

Want to talk to him about advanced statistics? Good luck. 

“I don’t even try to understand them,” the 32-year-old Czech defenseman 
says. He cites wins as the only metric he values. 

And given the two Stanley Cup rings he won as a member of the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in 2020 and ’21, he is something of an expert on that 
subject. 

As of late, he has gotten a refresher in the form of a modest two-game 
winning streak he has helped piece together as a member of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Rutta played a key role in the Penguins claiming their first lead of their 
most recent victory, a 5-4 comeback win at home against the Vancouver 
Canucks on Tuesday. 

After trailing by three goals, they went ahead with a score 7 minutes, 58 
seconds into the second period. 

And it started with a determined effort by Rutta. 

During a four-on-four sequence, Canucks forward Ilya Mikheyev tried to 
skate a puck out of his own zone but was hounded relentlessly by Rutta, 
who steered Mikheyev toward the home bench. While Rutta lost his stick 
on the sequence, he put Mikheyev into a vulnerable position that allowed 
Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin to swoop in and steal the puck. 

Gaining the offensive zone on the right wing with steam, Malkin left a 
drop pass for trailing linemate Jason Zucker. That maneuver created a 

two-on-one rush against Canucks defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson, 
who was unable to deny Zucker’s backhand pass that set up Malkin’s 
one-touch forehand shot from the left of the crease. 

Zucker had the lone assist. 

An argument could be made that Rutta deserved one, too. 

But not from the statistically oblivious Rutta. 

“I was just trying to backcheck really,” Rutta said. “I don’t get a lot of 
chances playing four-on-four. I was just trying to work as hard as I could.” 

Rutta’s workload has increased a fair amount in the past five games as 
he has become the team’s top right-handed defenseman given the 
absence of fellow righties Kris Letang (family matters) and Jeff Petry 
(suspected left arm injury). 

Over that span, Rutta has logged 19:52 of average ice time per contest. 
In contrast, he clocked 17:29 in his first 35 games of the season. 

On Tuesday, he set a season-high with 22:26 on 28 shifts. 

“He’s just giving us everything,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. 
“We’re depleted back there just from an injury standpoint with some of 
the defensemen that we have out. … Everyone is playing more minutes 
and playing an elevated role. I just think he’s given us everything. He’s 
competing hard. He’s hard on pucks. He’s defending hard. I just can’t say 
enough about his work ethic. 

“I just think he’s all in right now.” 

In 40 games, Rutta has a modest seven points (three goals, four assists). 
He can’t replace the offensive attributes Letang and Petry offer, and he 
doesn’t argue otherwise. 

“It’s just getting used to playing more minutes,” Rutta said. “I’m not going 
to play like those guys. I’m just trying to play like I normally play, just with 
more minutes.” 

And preferably, with the only stat he claims to care about. 

“I’m happy that we got two (consecutive) wins now,” Rutta said. “Life is 
much, much nicer when you’re winning.” 

Notes: Defenseman Mark Friedman was assigned to Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League. … Goaltender Tristan 
Jarry and Ryan Poehling were placed on injured reserve because of 
undisclosed ailments. … The Penguins had a scheduled day off 
Wednesday. 
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Mark Madden: Penguins are stale, and it's time to call things into 
question 

 

Mark Madden  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins need change. They too often come out flat. 
There’s a sense of familiarity about their mistakes, almost comfort. Little 
gets solved. 

Good teams don’t have long losing streaks. But the Penguins recently 
lost six in a row and had lost seven in a row before that. Bad becomes an 
avalanche. 

The Penguins are stale. That word has applied for years. 

The Penguins have 21 wins and 19 losses. (The column in the NHL 
standings that says “OTL” is failure disguised as success.) They’re in the 
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Eastern Conference’s second and last wild-card spot, just one point clear 
of the New York Islanders. 

Things turn weird if the Penguins miss the playoffs. 

Coach Mike Sullivan would be on the hot seat, which has long seemed 
unfathomable. (It was once unfathomable with Dan Bylsma, too.) The 
wisdom of keeping the core three together would be questioned. Issues 
like declining attendance get magnified. 

So when small improvement presents itself, embrace it. 

Defenseman Ty Smith, 22, would have made the team at training camp 
except for salary cap issues. Smith came from New Jersey in the John 
Marino trade this past offseason. He made the NHL’s All-Rookie team in 
2021. 

Injuries forced Smith’s call-up from the Penguins’ Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
farm club. He has one goal and two assists in five games. Smith had two 
power-play assists in the Penguins’ 5-4 home win over Vancouver on 
Tuesday. 

Smith has performed well. Certainly better than fading veteran Brian 
Dumoulin, though Dumoulin played arguably his best game of the season 
Tuesday. 

Smith is left-handed. But if there’s no room on the left side, he has shown 
he can skate on the right side. (He’s currently playing there.) 

Smith should stay with the Penguins till he proves he’s incapable. Smith 
also should play on the top power play. He doesn’t have the marquee 
value of those who otherwise comprise that unit, but that needs to stop 
mattering. 

Smith is better than anyone the Penguins have at running the power 
play, and that includes those hurt. He enters the zone, walks the line, 
controls the pace, sets things up and moves the puck. He’s a Dollar 
Store Sergei Gonchar. He’s a legit quarterback. 

The handy excuse for not keeping Smith is the Penguins are tight against 
the salary cap. 

GM Ron Hextall created that problem by signing Jeff Carter and Kasperi 
Kapanen to stupid contracts. 

So Hextall needs to fix it. That’s the GM’s job. 

It’s also the GM’s job to make the team better. But Hextall has been the 
Penguins GM for nearly two years, and his imprint on the franchise is 
absolutely minimal. Somebody should hold a mirror in front of Hextall’s 
face to make sure he’s still breathing. 

Hextall has done little besides maintain the status quo, and that has led 
to what seems a slow and steady decline. 

It’s also made his job easy. Maybe that’s the goal. 

Hextall is known for patience. Perhaps we’ve confused patience with an 
aversion to work. 

When Fenway Sports Group bought the Penguins near the end of 2021, 
Hextall told FSG he couldn’t put his plan on paper because it was in his 
head. Big red flag. 

Hextall’s predecessor, Jim Rutherford, never let things get stale. Not all 
his moves worked, but at least he made moves. Personalities differ, but 
Rutherford seemed much more invested. 

Hextall seems like he’s just cashing a check. 

It’s time to start calling things about the Penguins into question. (It 
probably should have happened earlier.) They haven’t won a playoff 
series since 2018. This past offseason, they extended their commitment 
to an aging core. They have an accomplished coach, but all coaches hit 
their expiration date. 

The Penguins just aren’t that good anymore and are poised to go splat. 

The Penguins are excellent at convincing themselves they didn’t fail but 
instead got unlucky. That’s been the babble after their last two playoff 
losses. 

But in the end, you just fail. 
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Penguins assign defenseman Mark Friedman to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 

 

Seth Rorabaugh  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins assigned defenseman Mark Friedman to 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League (AHL) on 
Wednesday. 

A healthy scratch for the past three games, Friedman has appeared in 
three contests this season and has no points while averaging 13 minutes, 
8 seconds of ice time per contest. 

Primarily deployed on the top pairing with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton this 
season, Friedman has played in 19 AHL games and scored five points 
(one goal, four assists). 

In corresponding transactions, forward Ryan Poehling and goaltender 
Tristan Jarry were placed on injured reserve, retroactive to Dec. 30 and 
Jan. 2, respectively. 

An undisclosed injury has sidelined Poehling for seven of the past eight 
games. As for Jarry, he has missed the past three contests due to an 
undisclosed ailment. 

Each player has been labeled as “day to day” by coach Mike Sullivan. 
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Jason Zucker adding scoring as he drags Penguins 'into the fight' 

 

Tim Benz  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins were hosting the New York Rangers in a game 
before Christmas. Pens winger Jason Zucker shot a puck wide of the net. 

Like a basketball player crashing the glass for a rebound after a missed 
jumper, Zucker zipped beneath the goal line to track down the loose puck 
himself before anyone else could get to it. That extended a shift in the 
offensive end, which eventually led to a Rangers penalty, which 
eventually led to a Pens power-play goal. 

Which eventually led to a Penguins 3-2 victory. 

“He’s phenomenal at that,” teammate Bryan Rust would say of Zucker 
after that game. “That makes him such a good player. He gets in on the 
forecheck and separates the puck from defensemen. And then he can 
make plays.” 

It was just one example on a night where Zucker’s hustle and tenacity 
repeatedly impacted the game, even if the box score only showed him 
gathering one assist. 

“He has the ability to drag us into the fight,” coach Mike Sullivan said of 
Zucker that night. “With his energy, his competitiveness, he plays the 
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game with a little bit of reckless abandon. Getting in on the forecheck. 
Using his skating and his edge to wreak havoc.” 

For a stretch this year, the only thing Zucker wasn’t doing was scoring. 
Between Nov. 20 and Dec. 27, Zucker had just one goal over 14 games. 
That trend has changed lately, though. Zucker has four goals in his last 
six games, an important element to sprinkle in with his usual grit and 
puck-retrieval skills when he’s getting top-6 minutes. 

“I’m still trying to get better,” Zucker said Tuesday night after a 5-4 win 
over the Vancouver Canucks. “My expectations for myself are higher 
than anyone else’s. I’m trying to work on my game and mesh with 
(Evgeni Malkin) and (Rickard Rakell). Whether it’s Raks or (Rust), we are 
trying to keep our line going and be a threat every night.” 

The uptick in offensive production was evident when Zucker had a goal 
and an assist as part of Tuesday’s win over Vancouver. 

Zucker also delivered a bone-crunching, legal hit on Conor Garland. 

“He’s a high-energy guy,” said defenseman Ty Smith after the game. “It’s 
good to see him produce. He’s always playing physical. It’s kind of 
contagious.” 

Consistent, year-long productivity is something the Pens crave from 
Zucker. Highly thought of as a guy who could float anywhere between the 
top-3 lines, injuries have often derailed the 30-year-old forward, just as 
he gets into a groove. Zucker is now up to 10 goals and 16 assists this 
year. After being acquired before the trade deadline in 2020 from the 
Minnesota Wild, those are high-water marks for Zucker as a Penguin. 

According to Sullivan, Zucker has plenty of scoring touch. But it’s what he 
does to put Malkin and Rakell into scoring positions that really makes him 
valuable. 

“He creates a lot of stalled pucks and loose pucks in the offensive zone 
that give Geno and Raks an opportunity to do what they do best. For me, 
in a lot of ways, Zucks is the catalyst there, because of his straight-ahead 
game and the edge that he plays with,” Sullivan said Tuesday. 

It appears it will be much harder to make the playoffs in the Eastern 
Conference than last year. The Pens enjoyed a 19-point cushion in 2022. 
So far, they are nestled in as the last wild-card team in the East by just 
one point over the New York Islanders. 

For their sake, hopefully Zucker can stay healthy and productive enough 
to drag them through that fight as well. 

Tim Benz is a Tribune-Review staff writer. You can contact Tim at 
tbenz@triblive.com or via Twitter. All tweets could be reposted. All emails 
are subject to publication unless specified otherwise. 

Tribune Review LOADED: 01.12.2023 

1209241 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Dustin Tokarski capitalizes on 1st appearance with Penguins in 
comeback victory vs. Canucks 

 

Andrew Destin  

 

After failing to get any NHL time with the Penguins during the 2019-20 
season, Dustin Tokarski moved on to his sixth NHL organization. 

Over the last two seasons with the Buffalo Sabres, he appeared in 42 
games as the team’s primary backup goalie. Yet Tokarski couldn’t get a 
team to bite and sign him to an NHL contract after the 2021-22 
campaign. 

Instead, he settled for a return to the Penguins organization on a one-
way deal that would compensate him at the league’s veteran minimum 

rate despite having him start the year with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. 
Though he opened the season third on the depth chart behind Tristan 
Jarry and Casey DeSmith, Tokarski had a hunch his time at the NHL 
level would come. 

“You sign to be the third goalie and ready if needed. I think it’s a three-
goalie league and you got your two guys up top,” Tokarski said. “It’s an 
offensive league and sometimes injuries happen to goaltenders and you 
just got to be ready not just to come up and be a practice goalie, you got 
to be ready to play with a condensed schedule.” 

Tristan Jarry was out for the third straight game with a lower-body injury. 
Casey DeSmith allowed three goals on the five first-period shots he 
faced against the Vancouver Canucks on Tuesday night — his third start 
in six days. 

So coach Mike Sullivan turned to Tokarski just over seven minutes into 
the opening frame with the Penguins down 3-0. 

A couple minutes later with the Penguins on the power play, Tokarski 
was quickly challenged by Elias Pettersson on a breakaway. Tokarski, 
who said he played with “good nerves” in his first game with the 
Penguins, didn’t have much time to think about the fact that he was 
playing his first NHL game since April 29, 2022. 

Instead, he focused on successfully making the first of 18 saves. 

“The fact that you get thrown in, you sort of go in and play and trust your 
instincts and do the best you can,” Tokarski said. 

Though he gave up a third-period goal to Travis Dermott with a little over 
seven minutes to go in regulation, Tokarski was otherwise solid against 
an NHL opponent after 18 appearances in the AHL this season. 

“Guys can just finish like no other here,” Tokarski said. “Here, you got the 
super, superstars who can pick corners and you just can’t be cheating. 
You got to play honest and trust your D-men, and I thought they were 
great tonight.” 

Defensemen like Ty Smith, who has played with Tokarski in the AHL this 
season, thought the netminder was great in the Penguins’ 5-4 comeback 
win against the Canucks. 

It wasn’t always pretty for Tokarski, though. Like when he faced 
Pettersson on another short-handed breakaway in the second period 
after the netminder elected not to come off his line to handle a loose puck 
on the Penguins’ side of the ice. Nor was Tokarski’s play easy on the 
eyes of Penguins fans when he lost both his glove and stick prior to a 
third-period save of an Andrei Kuzmenko shot. 

“If it was my helmet, it might have been a different story,” Tokarski said of 
squaring up for Kuzmenko’s shot gloveless. “But, if it hit me in the hand 
and I made a save, so be it I guess. It’s my job and I should have had my 
glove on, so if it’s not on, make the save, I guess.” 

But, as was the case on all but one shot Tuesday night, Tokarski did 
enough to keep the Canucks from putting another tally on the 
scoreboard. 

“He made big save after big save. We gave up a few chances when we 
were on the power play there, so I think I owe him one,” Smith said. “He’s 
obviously a really good goaltender and he’s been great all year down in 
Wilkes. So, I’m really happy for him.” 

Of course, not many of Tokarski’s saves came on high-percentage looks. 
The Canucks had just four combined shots on goal from the slot in the 
second and third periods, per Sportlogiq, compared to the Penguins’ 11. 

Still, Tokarski’s 76 games of NHL experience as the third goalie on the 
depth chart was a known valuable commodity coming into the season. 
Tuesday night proved how fortunate the Penguins are that no other team 
was eager to snatch up Tokarski over the offseason when they had the 
chance. 
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“I thought he was really solid — he made some big saves,” Sullivan said. 
“I thought it had a huge impact on our ability to win the game. It was a 
great first win for him as a Penguin.” 

Whether Tokarski will have many more wins with the Penguins in the 
near future is a different story. Jarry skated Tuesday morning, and 
Sullivan said he is day to day, though he also said the goalie’s return is 
not imminent. DeSmith, despite his poor performance on Tuesday night, 
is in his fifth season with Pittsburgh and likely isn’t going anywhere. 

But with the Penguins needing a spark after quickly falling behind in their 
first home game in over a week after a whirlwind 48 hours, Tokarski 
simply focused on the present. 

“I’m there for a reason, if I’m needed to be called upon,” Tokarski said. “I 
heard my name and just wanted to go in and compete and give the guys 
a chance.” 

Around the rink  

The Penguins sent Mark Friedman back down to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
on Thursday morning. In his latest call-up, Friedman played in three 
games for the Penguins and was a plus-3 player.  

In conjunction with Friedman’s move, the team placed Ryan Poehling 
and Jarry on injured reserve retroactive to Dec. 30 and Jan. 2, 
respectively. Jeff Petry remains on long-term injured reserve with an 
upper-body injury. 
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Pittsburgh Penguins are No. 29 in 2023 NHL prospect pool rankings 

 

By Scott Wheeler 

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2023 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on nearly 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 9 to Feb. 8. 

The Penguins’ prospect pool is improved year-over-year after trading for 
Ty Smith and hanging onto their first-round pick for the first time in the 
last three drafts. But those improvements are modest because they’re 
offset by not having picked in the second or third round, by having traded 
Calle Clang, by having aged out Pierre-Olivier Jospeh, and because of 
slow growth for a handful of the prospects they already had. 

The result is a ranking that is exactly the same as it was a year ago — a 
familiar spot in these rankings. 

There’s some intrigue though (more than in years past, anecdotally). On 
the whole, it’s a group with a pair of defencemen who will likely feature in 
their top six in the near future, a quartet of decent goalie prospects (you 
hope one of them makes it and a couple of them play games for you at 
some point), very little — if anything — at forward that will become more 
than depth pieces, and no true top prospect. 

2022 prospect pool rank: No. 29 (change: none) 

1. Owen Pickering, LHD, 18 (Swift Current Broncos) 

Pickering’s offensive production still doesn’t jump out at you, and I felt 
(and feel) that No. 21 was a little too high for him in the draft, but there 
are plenty of things about him and his game that do jump out at you. He’s 
an extremely intelligent kid with a long, effortless skating stride that is 
atypical of a 6-foot-4 defenseman. He’s got an extremely smooth glide to 
his stride and through his pivots and backwards crossovers, moving from 
forwards to backwards with ease for a player his size. He’s still really 

lean and has struggled to add muscle to his frame, but his north-south 
game is impressive because of his first pass and skating ability. There’s 
some work to do to add elements to a smooth but unremarkable game 
inside the offensive zone but he was productive on a low-scoring team 
last year, has taken a step on a mid-table team this year, his point shot is 
hard, and his skating will carry him to the NHL. He’s not likely going to be 
a big point producer at the next level, but he should have two-way value 
as a second-pairing type at his ceiling and a third-pairing guy at his floor. 
Nobody who has ever spoken with him was surprised he was named 
Swift Current’s captain this year, either. Great kid. 

It has been nice to see him making skill plays like this goal in tight more 
consistently, too: 

2. Ty Smith, LHD, 22 (Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins) 

Smith’s now-two-and-a-half seasons at the pro level have been a bit of a 
roller coaster. He had a strong rookie year in the COVID-19-shortened 
2020-21 season — strong enough to finish seventh in Calder voting. 
Then he had a tough sophomore season, finishing with a team-worst 
plus-minus of minus-26 with the Devils and was dealt to the Penguins for 
John Marino. Now, after failing to make the Penguins out of camp, Smith 
has spent the first half in the AHL (a league he bypassed completely prior 
to this point) while Marino has played in the top six of the resurgent 
Devils. 

I was admittedly higher on Smith than most during his stellar junior 
career, so this has humbled that evaluation a little too. He has never had 
one defining, dynamic trait, but he’s mobile in all four directions, helping 
him maneuver around the ice offensively and gap up defensively without 
trouble. He has always produced in line with top offensive defensemen of 
his age group without ever playing with the risk that most of those other 
players rely on to generate, instead consistently playing with calculating 
precision and control. His head is always up, giving him a zone-stretching 
element as an outlet passer. His shot doesn’t pop but he shapes it 
through well. Where he has run into trouble at the NHL level is defending, 
which has contrast against his play-driving defensive results at lower 
levels even though he has never had standout size, length or power. 
Those struggles have underscored that he’s probably not going to have 
penalty kill or tough minutes utility if/when he finds his way back to the 
NHL. I still believe in him as a contributing third-pairing defenseman at 
even strength who can run a power play, though — even if he’s not likely 
going to have the top-four upside I once believed in. 

3. Filip Hallander, C/LW, 22 (Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins)  

Hallander has paid his dues, twice with the Penguins organization, and 
once with the Leafs in between, to stick it out in North America (after he’d 
already proven in Europe that he could be a top player there) and work 
his way into call-up territory. 

It’s easy to feel like he’s been around forever because this is his sixth full 
pro season, but he only just turned 22 at the end of June. Longtime 
readers will know that I’m a big believer in Hallander, that I was actually 
too high on him in his draft year (he was 27th on my final list when 
Pittsburgh took him 58th), and were it not for a broken leg which cost him 
most of his 2019-20 season, I think he might have got to where he is 
today a little sooner. The hallmark of Hallander’s game is that he can do 
a little bit of everything and play anywhere. 

He’s consistent shift-to-shift, he’s a valuable forechecker, he can play on 
both special teams, and he’s talented enough to make plays with the 
puck but he can also impact a game without a ton of touches as the 
second or third option on a line. His wrister is also sneaky-threatening 
from the slot. And while he probably tops out as a depth piece in the 
NHL, I still think he can be a contributor at both ends in an NHL bottom 
six and I expect that the Penguins will re-sign him as an RFA this 
offseason and he’ll become a full-time player next season on a one-way 
deal. 

4. Samuel Poulin, RW/LW, 21 (Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins) 
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Poulin’s adjustment to the pro level has been slow, revealing deficiencies 
in his skating and pace of play and downgrading his middle-six wing 
projection (or certainly the likelihood that he reaches it). He’s got 
desirable size and strength, which keeps him over pucks and allows him 
to take some bumps when he’s driving off the wall. 

He’s also got versatile skill to his game which combines quietly quick 
hands with surprising softness to his touch and a hard shot. As he gets 
more comfortable and confident inside the pressures and speed that 
comes with the pro game, that power-finesse blend should again begin to 
showcase itself more. But the clock is now ticking (he’ll be 22 at the end 
of February) and the acceleration from stops and starts may never get to 
where it needs to to make the most out of the rest of his game (which has 
some real NHL qualities). 

5. Joel Blomqvist, G, 21 (Kärpät) 

Blomqvist, who only just turned 21 a couple of days ago, has maintained 
a career save percentage around .920 in both Finland’s top junior league 
and Liiga, its top pro league (and with one of its bigger teams no less). 
This season, he has played in a tandem with Senators prospect Leevi 
Merilainen, and though Merilainen has the better numbers of the two, 
Blomqvist has played well (especially considering his age). 

He’s not a big goalie (6-foot-2, a little more than 180 pounds) but he uses 
the size he does have to play aggressive, challenging lines on shooters. 
And while I wouldn’t necessarily call him explosive as an athlete, he goes 
post-to-post and low-to-high quickly, tracks the play well, and moves well 
within the net to stay with pucks or get to his spots before passes do so 
that he’s in control of his stance when the shot comes. 

There are times when that can break down and he can look a little 
scrambled, or he’ll let a routine shot squeak through his body, but those 
aren’t uncommon for young goalies. On the whole, I’d qualify him as a 
technically sound goalie who does a good job squaring up on shots, 
making difficult saves, and anticipating play, even if there isn’t a singular 
quality that defines his game. 

6. Filip Lindberg, G, 23 (Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins) 

Lindberg, despite his age, hasn’t actually played a ton of games in his 
career. He played in a tandem with Texas Stars goaltender Matt Murray 
in his time at UMass, never playing the 30-plus game workload that 
goalies with his numbers would typically demand. Then after a strong 
start to his pro career in the AHL last season, a left ankle injury kept him 
out from November onward. 

The numbers have always looked good though. His stellar three-year 
college career finished with a national championship, a second All-Star 
team nod in Hockey East, and a career save percentage of .937 in 50 
games. Whenever I’ve watched the AHL’s Penguins, he has looked 
good. Despite his 6-foot-1 frame, he’s a strong and athletic goalie who 
takes up more of the net than you might think, with explosiveness 
through his edges and the ability to correct against the grain when the 
puck changes directions. 

I also like his glove hand, rebound control and composure. And while 
he’s currently the fourth-string goalie in the Penguins organization behind 
veteran Dustin Tokarski, I still expect him to become a No. 3 at some 
point — and maybe eventually a No. 2. It’ll be interesting to see what the 
Penguins do with him because this is the final year of his two-year entry-
level contract and they’re not going to have a very big sample to make a 
bet on. I’d keep him in the fold though. 

7. Isaac Belliveau, LHD, 20 (Gatineau Olympiques) 

Belliveau was a top player in a top minor hockey program with Magog 
while growing up, appearing in two Telus Cups (the national midget 
championship) and starring in the second of them after leading Magog to 
Quebec’s midget AAA crown in 2019. He followed up that run, which 
included 15 points in 15 playoff games and seven more points in seven 
games at the Telus Cup, with a QMJHL All-Rookie Team season in 
2019-20. That year, he finished second among all QMJHL defensemen in 
points with 53 in 62 games. But questions about whether his rookie 

season was the byproduct of a stacked Rimouski team proved worth 
asking when his draft year didn’t go anything like the one that preceded 
it. He was then good but not a star in his post-draft campaign last year. 
Now in his fourth and potentially final season at the junior level, and 
second wearing a letter for Gatineau as he pushes to earn an NHL deal, 
Belliveau is one of the better defensemen in the league and playing big 
minutes on a good team (though they’ve so far underperformed lofty 
preseason expectations). 

I think he was worth the fifth-round flyer the Penguins took on him. 
Belliveau’s got a pro frame and has worked to get into better shape so 
that his conditioning and skating doesn’t limit his above-average overall 
skill. He sees through pressure well when he looks to move the puck, 
and makes sound, calculated choices in distribution. So there are some 
pieces there, some of which have come back to the forefront a little more 
in Gatineau. 

His backward skating and reads off of the puck can get him into trouble 
defending the rush and his forward acceleration (he moves well laterally) 
needs some fine-tuning. But he has become a real play-driver offensively 
in Gatineau and his underlying defensive results have been really strong 
this season, underscoring a game off the puck that has managed some 
of his deficiencies much better than he gets credit for. I’d sign him and 
the Penguins aren’t frankly in a position where they have to be picky 
about which prospects they bring into the fold. He’s a C or C+ prospect, 
but he’s a better prospect than some of the kids they’ve given deals to in 
recent years (including a number of the names that follow him on this 
list). 

8. Sergei Murashov, G, 18 (Loko Yaroslavl) 

Murashov wasn’t one of the goalies on my 2022 draft board but he was 
seventh among the 10 goalies named to NHL Central Scouting’s final list 
of international netminders and he has played really well (that’s an 
understatement this year) in the MHL for a second consecutive season. 
He also played on the Russian Hlinka Gretzky Cup team that won the 
2021 gold medal. Murashov’s on the smaller side (listed at 6-foot, 167 
pounds) but he’s quick and nimble on his feet, he gets to a lot of pucks, 
he stays with shooters one-on-one, and he’s got great hands. 

9. Taylor Gauthier, G, 21 (Wheeling Nailers) 

Gauthier’s a netminder I’ve always had an appreciation for. He twice 
appeared on my list (or in its honourable mentions) when he passed 
through the draft, and was arguably the second-best goalie in the whole 
of the CHL after Rangers prospect Dylan Garand last season. He played 
for Hockey Canada at the U17, U18 and U20 levels, he has always put 
up among the best numbers in his 2001 age group, and he is by all 
accounts (my own included) an awesome kid who paid his dues and 
earned his entry-level contract with the Penguins. 

He has been good in the ECHL in his first pro campaign as well. Gauthier 
is a rare right-handed goalie. Early on in his career, he relied on his 
athleticism to make saves and critics worried about his control in the net. 
Now I’d say he actually plays a very sturdy, positional game that keeps 
him square in his net and allows him to swallow first chances. For his 
age, his game feels quite rounded to me at this point. I’m looking forward 
to watching him continue to climb. 

10. Jordan Frasca, C, 21 (Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins) 

Signed by the Penguins as a free agent, Frasca was Kingston’s second-
line centre behind Shane Wright last season and earned interest from 
multiple NHL clubs for his ability to drive his line at both ends (you don’t 
often see second-line players score 40-plus goals in the OHL). 
Unfortunately, a foot injury cost him the first few months of his 
professional career. So there’s not a lot new to add to my evaluation of 
him. 

The strengths of Frasca’s game are his smarts and his roundedness. He 
was used in key defensive situations as a matchups guy for the 
Frontenacs and thrived. Concerns about his first three steps prevented 
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him from being drafted, but his well-rounded skill and on-ice awareness 
give him a chance. 

11. Zam Plante, C, 18 (Chicago Steel) 

One of the top forwards in the Minnesota high school circuit for a couple 
of years, Plante, who only turned 18 at the end of August, is a highly 
talented, cerebral forward who stepped right into a deep Steel team last 
year and continued to play his game. Injuries have been a constant nag 
for him though, led by a pair of shoulder injuries, which eventually 
prompted him to get surgery this summer (after re-injuring it in the USHL 
playoffs and missing out on combine testing). 

When he was healthy, he and his younger brother Max (who is now 
playing at the U.S. NTDP) were a ton of fun to watch at Hermantown, 
with Plante’s intelligent game complementing his little brother’s pure skill 
game. Plante’s committed to Minnesota-Duluth and returned to the Steel 
this season in hopes of getting some games in, getting his shoulder to 
where it needs to be, and becoming a top producer in the USHL. But that 
hasn’t happened and he’s behind his peers in some ways physically and 
developmentally because of it. I still think he’s a smart enough player to 
play catchup. He’s impressive navigating around the ice and problem-
solving. But it’s going to be years before the Penguins know what they 
have here. 

12. Raivis Ansons, RW/LW, 20 (Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins) 

After playing professionally in Latvia for the early part of the pandemic 
seasons, Ansons returned to the QMJHL last year for a third season and 
played to really strong results (at both ends) with Baie-Comeau and then 
Saint John, helping the latter to a Memorial Cup despite playing a lesser 
role on a stacked team up front than he would have elsewhere. Now in 
his first pro season, he has stuck in the AHL after a good camp but has 
bounced in and out of the lineup in Wilkes-Barre. 

He’s a kid whose presence was felt all over the sheet at the junior level. 
His biggest assets are his athleticism, strength, and powerful skating 
stride, which combine to keep him on top of pucks on both the chase to 
get possession and then when he has it. There’s a grittiness to his game. 
He drives to the net. He invites contact. He wins his footraces. He’s got a 
powerful north-south stride and great posture over his skates. 

Off the puck, he can play a chase game but he’ll also play to structure 
and stayed above the puck to support the play. He’s also got decent 
hands (though he’s not a puck-dominant player by any stretch). He’s a 
player who has always been more noticeable on the ice than his 
numbers indicated, with clear natural physical gifts. I’m not sure the skill 
level will ever truly catch up enough to make him an NHLer, but I don’t 
think anyone who has watched him closely would be surprised if he 
became a fourth-line go-getter. When he plays with pace and energy, 
he’s effective. 

13. Tristan Broz, C/LW, 20 (University of Denver) 

After a freshman year that didn’t go well on a deep University of 
Minnesota team, raising questions some had with his upside after good 
but not great USHL production as one of the older players in the 2021 
draft class, Broz transferred to Denver, where he has been effective in 
another depth role but hasn’t necessarily helped his statistical profile. 
The biggest issue he has faced has been with the pace of play and his 
skating. 

He has looked a step behind without the puck and rushed with it as if 
he’s not confident he can make a play with it. I think we often imagine a 
lack of pace as someone who is too slow to react and waits too long to 
make a choice with the puck. But I think rushing plays is just as indicative 
of the same problem. When Broz was at his best into the USHL playoffs 
in his draft year, he was looking to be involved, he was attacking at 
players, and he was over the toes of his boots constantly looking to make 
something happen. But when he doesn’t engage physically like he’s 
capable of, and timidity creeps into his game, it makes him hard to send 
over the boards offensively because his game isn’t particularly dynamic 
there. 

He’s capable of being more of a creator and utilizing spacing to find 
openings. He understands how to pull defenders in so that he can make 
a play through them into the gaps in coverage they’ve left behind. But he 
has struggled to do that against college defensemen and he hasn’t yet 
played in a role that has encouraged him to get back to that. He can also 
drift to the perimeter in control at times. And while I like his one-timer 
from the flank on the power play, he’s not going to get those kinds of 
opportunities unless he starts manufacturing more at even strength 
(where his on-ice results have actually been positive in college). 

I still think he’s more talented than his stat line indicates, and will become 
an impactful college hockey forward, but he’s not on the track you’d hope 
a second-round pick would be on at this point. 

14. Lukas Svejkovsky, C/RW, 21 (Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins) 

Svejkovsky has always been a difficult player to project forward. In his 
draft year and post-draft year, he looked like the kind of kid who would be 
an excellent junior hockey player but might struggle at the pro level due 
to his lack of size and truly high-end skill. 

It’s hard, at 5-foot-9 and 170 pounds, to become an NHL player without 
gaudy numbers at lower levels. He was great, even considering his age, 
last year though, posting 46 goals and 104 points in a combined 81 
regular-season and playoff games with Medicine Hat and then Seattle (to 
earn WHL second All-Star honours). He was particularly impressive in 
the playoffs, where there were more than a few nights where he was the 
Thunderbirds’ best player en route to their WHL finals loss to the Oil 
Kings. 

Still, while he’s more talented than kids in the WHL who will make it, and 
maybe more reliable as a three-zone player than them (he works really 
hard out there), it has always felt like it was going to be harder and 
harder for him to have the same impact against bigger, stronger, faster 
players. It felt like the things that he was missing are the things that 
players his size almost have to have. That’s a tough place to be in for a 
lot of players who probably feel like they deserve better as they try to 
fight up levels. 

Svejkovsky’s a light, fluid skater who plays with a ton of speed (though I 
wouldn’t call him explosive), problem-solves his way around the ice and 
in and out of pressure, and always has his head up to surveil his options. 
Though the numbers aren’t there in the AHL yet, he has looked like he 
has belonged in my viewings. He’s still a bit of a longshot but I wouldn’t 
be surprised if he develops into a top-six AHL forward by his mid-20s and 
maybe gets some call-ups over the course of his career. 

15. Nathan Légaré, RW, 22 (Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins)  

You can only say “he’s been a victim of bad luck/circumstances” for so 
long. Légaré spent most of his junior career in a difficult situation in Baie-
Comeau, where a coaching carousel, the pandemic, and a lacklustre 
supporting cast made it difficult for his points to really pop. Then his 
points popped on a contending team in Val d’Or (25 goals and 42 points 
in just 34 games en route to the QMJHL final). Now in his second season 
in the AHL, though, there have been more of the Baie-Comeau themes 
than the Val d’Or ones. Légaré has generated shots at a good clip for his 
usage and age but his scoring hasn’t kept up with his shot rates and he 
hasn’t proven he can finish when he hasn’t played with talented 
linemates. 

Is he overdue after a season and a half for a regression to a better 
shooting percentage? Sure. But players who are going to make the NHL 
figure that out, too. He’s got a strong wrister (though sometimes he 
sacrifices accuracy and balance to really rip it) and a dangerous one-
timer. He’s got an NHL frame (6-foot, 205 pounds), with a heavy-on-puck 
focus to his puck-carrying and decent hands in traffic. But a lack of 
creativity, some slow processing, and mediocre skating (he generates 
decent speed once he gets moving but it can look heavy from a 
standstill) have limited him and may be too much for him to overcome, 
even if he’s a better player than his counting stats in the AHL so far 
indicate. 
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The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 
player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

The Penguins’ prospect pool breaks down into three tiers divided as 
such: 1, 2-6, 7-15. 

1 

Owen Pickering 

LHD 

18 

Swift Current 

2 

Ty Smith 

LHD 

22 

Wilkes-Barre 

3 

Filip Hallander 

C/LW 

22 

Wilkes-Barre 

4 

Samuel Poulin 

RW/LW 

21 

Wilkes-Barre 

5 

Joel Blomqvist 

G 

21 

Karpat 

6 

Filip Lindberg 

G 

23 

Wilkes-Barre 

7 

Isaac Belliveau 

LHD 

20 

Gatineau 

8 

Sergei Murashov 

G 

18 

Yaroslavl 

9 

Taylor Gauthier 

G 

21 

Wheeling 

10 

Jordan Frasca 

C 

21 

Wilkes-Barre 

11 

Zam Plante 

C 

18 

Chicago 

12 

Raivis Ansons 

RW/LW 

20 

Wilkes-Barre 

13 

Tristan Broz 

C/LW 

20 

Denver 

14 

Lukas Svejkovsky 

C/RW 

21 

Wilkes-Barre 

15 

Nathan Legare 

RW 

22 

Wilkes-Barre 
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By Dan Kingerski  

 

The NHL trade deadline is about six weeks away. The clock is ticking a 
little louder. The Pittsburgh Penguins’ needs are specific, but the 
obstacles to a deal are many. Despite recent signs of life, the Penguins’ 
third line remains a net negative. 

Third-line center Jeff Carter has been on the ice for more shots against 
than for, more scoring chances against than for, and most importantly, 
more goals against. 

If a third-line center is on the wrong end of the puck, it can have a rippling 
effect on the lineup, and the Penguins are not immune. 

If there is a primary Penguins need at the NHL trade deadline, a third-line 
center should be a strong consideration for GM Ron Hextall. 

The first obstacle to a deal and the biggest is money. When healthy, the 
Penguins still have less than $100,000 in salary cap space. Fortunately, 
as the deadline approaches, the financial and salary cap cost to acquire 
a player shrinks. The acquired cap hit is prorated to the remaining 
season. 

And that is a primary reason it behooves Hextall to be patient, but it’s 
about that time of the season. When the music starts, options, and the 
best options, disappear quickly. 

There will be availables that even the Penguins can afford, but are they 
worth it? Names on the list won’t exactly draw comparisons to a younger 
Jordan Staal. 

And when compiling the list, a serious question emerged: Are they better 
than Carter? Despite the struggles and significant defensive zone time, 
the Penguins’ third-liner has 19 points (7-12-19) in 37 games. 

A few more centers could join the mix by the March 3 NHL trade 
deadline, and those could be worth waiting for — but there is no 
guarantee they will become available, either. 

There is one target on the list, which a league source pointed toward the 
Penguins having interest, though it would be a complex trade to swing. 

Available Third-Line Centers: 

Adam Henrique, Anaheim Ducks 

A couple of Penguins scouts have been spotted in Anaheim, and the 
target could be the responsible, adequate-scoring Adam Henrique. PHN 
has heard whispers the Penguins would be interested. 

However, Henrique, 32, carries a more-than-healthy $5.825 million cap 
hit this season and next. He’s an intelligent player with PP2 ability and 
penalty-killing acumen. He would immediately improve the Penguins’ 
shaky bottom six. 

He has 21 points (12-9-21) in 40 games. The lefty center is also winning 
over 53% of his faceoffs. 

As Anaheim did with Rickard Rakell, they would have to take back plenty 
of salary to get a deal done. And the worsening cap situation for many 
teams across the NHL will limit suitors to very interested parties. 

Yet, consider Henrique a legit target. 

A second-rounder, plus veterans and perhaps a prospect (to offset taking 
the veterans), seems in order. 

Nick Bonino, San Jose Sharks 

Bonino, Bonino, Boninoooooo! The center is no stranger to the Penguins 
after winning Stanley Cups with them in 2016 and 2017. Soon to be 35, 
and with many hard miles in the rearview mirror, he could join the 
Penguins AARP group discount. But he’s a solid penalty killer and has a 
knack for big performances in big games. 

He’s primarily a winger with San Jose, but that is also due to roster 
circumstances. 

A $2.05 million cap hit would require minimal cap gymnastics and 
sending a depth player to San Jose so that Bonino fits the Penguins’ 
payroll. 

Bonino could fill the third or fourth-line center role, perhaps pushing 
Teddy Blueger up one spot. 

The Sharks’ trade ask should also be minimal. A mid-round pick is a 
reasonable assumption. 

Travis Boyd, Arizona Coyotes 

Assuming every Coyote not named Logan Cooley is available. 

Boyd’s cap hit is a friendly $1.75 million. He’s only 29 and knows how to 
play a gritty Metro Division game. Boyd is an energetic player but stinks 
on the faceoff dot. As a full-time center over the past two years, Boyd’s 
faceoff percentage is a cumulative 45.6%. 

Moving Jeff Carter to the third-line RW would quickly alleviate this issue. 

However, Boyd has never had anything close to a positive shot metric 
(except for a 24-game run with the Washington Capitals in 2019-20). His 
career Corsi hovers in the mid-40s, and that spans his career with 
Washington, the Toronto Maple Leafs, Vancouver Canucks, and Arizona. 

With the hapless Coyotes, Boyd has 14 points (4-10-14) in 40 games. It’s 
hard to judge his stats with the Coyotes because of the lack of talent on 
the team, but his physical talents could play well in the Penguins’ system. 

It’s hard to know what Arizona GM Bill Armstrong wants, but we know he 
can set a price and not budge. Arizona seems to be swinging for fences 
in their trade asks, so an early-round pick (third-rounder?) is a possible 
demand. 

Could Join the Market 

Eric Staal, Florida Panthers 

He joined the team on a PTO. He has shown well in the playoffs in recent 
seasons with the Minnesota Wild and Montreal Canadiens. 

Staal, 38, makes only $750,000, so affordability isn’t an issue. Florida 
trails the Penguins, Islanders, and Buffalo for the second wild card. 
They’re six points behind the Penguins and have played two more 
games. 

It’s almost time to give up the ghost, but not yet. When they do, Staal 
would be an interesting choice. He has 13 points (6-7-13) in 35 games. 
He knows how to take faceoffs and kill penalties. 

Jason Dickinson, Chicago Blackhawks 

Color me impressed with his game when the Penguins visited Chicago in 
November. Dickinson is only 26 years old, has shutdown capability, and 
a touch of offense. 

He can also disappear. The Vancouver Canucks attached a second-
round pick for Chicago to take him for Riley Stillman on the verge of the 
2022-23 NHL season. The trade was one year after Dallas traded him to 
Vancouver for a third-rounder. 

His value is going backward partly because of his $2.65 million contract. 

We’re told his value to Chicago supersedes his value on the NHL trade 
market, but the possibility of a Chicago fire sale makes us doubt that 
advice, at least long term. Dickinson is 6-foot-2, 200 pounds, and can 
clean up the defensive zone. He has 10 points (4-6-10) with Chicago as 
their third-line center. 
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Tristan Jarry Placed on IR; Mark Friedman Returned to WBS 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

On the Pittsburgh Penguins’ day off Wednesday, GM Ron Hextall did a 
little housekeeping with salary cap ramifications. 

Forward Ryan Poehling and goaltender Tristan Jarry were placed on 
injured reserve retroactively to Dec. 30 and Jan. 2, respectively. 

The Penguins returned defenseman Mark Friedman to the WBS 
Penguins. 

Friedman, 27, has played in three games with the Pittsburgh Penguins 
this season and is a plus-3. In 19 games with the WBS Penguins, 
Friedman has one goal, four assists, and is plus-5. He has been plus or 
even in 16 of his 19 AHL games this year. 

Jarry suffered a lower-body injury during the first period of the Winter 
Classic on Jan. 2 at Fenway Park. Casey DeSmith relieved him later in 
the first period after several moments of indecision and Jarry’s attempt to 
keep playing. 

This season, Jarry is 15-5-4 with a .918 save percentage. He will be a 
UFA at the end of the season. 

Jarry and Josh Archibald skated before the team’s morning skate 
Tuesday. 

Poehling was skating with the team on the west coast road trip, but has 
not appeared in a game since Dec. 30. 

Friedman, 27, is in the first year of a two-year, $1.5 million contract with 
an annual $750,000 cap hit that can be entirely buried in the AHL. 
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Dan’s Daily: Defensemen on the Block, Penguins Unlikely Heroes 

 

By Dan Kingerski  

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins looked terrible to begin their Tuesday night 
game against the Vancouver Canucks. The Penguins spotted Vancouver 
a three-goal lead before scoring the next five and clamping down. Get 
the latest on the defensemen available on the NHL trade block and the 
top players available from Canadian teams. The Philly Flyers have a new 
goalie option, and the Washington Capitals like to whack each other on 
the butt. 

Our Sammi Silber got the inside scoop on a couple of Capitals’ rituals, 
from the two-handed whacks to the tunnel gathering. 

And it is past due that the city makes some effort to help Penguins fans 
get to the games. Yes, Penguins fans are usually a tad late, but last night 
the barn was a little more than half full at puck drop, and that’s not on 
fans. The construction in the Arena area and uptown is insane — both 
avenues and EVERY cross street are torn up with seemingly little 
progress. When I came through at 4:30 p.m., the construction had 
already ceased (as it has every time I come through), and much of the 
equipment was in the same spot as it was two weeks ago. It’s like one 
crew started 10 projects. Those businesses that survived the pandemic 
don’t need more hassle; Penguins games are a major source of revenue. 
This city’s management is subpar right now. 

Pittsburgh Penguins / Steelers, Pirates 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: From Dave Molinari — and a third goalie shall 
lead them. Dustin Tokarski entered the game, and the Penguins began to 
play. Oh, and Evgeni Malkin lit up the scoreboard. Penguins recap. 

Our increasingly popular feature — The Penguins Room. Tokarski had to 
battle nerves. The Penguins had to overcome a “real emotional” couple 
of days. The comeback win definitely changed the mood. Go inside the 
Penguins’ locker room. 

The PHN+ Report Card. What Vancouver did to get a 3-0 lead, and why 
it didn’t work when the Penguins showed up. The in-depth player grades 
and surprisingly few pop-culture jokes. Pittsburgh Penguins report card. 

Steelers Now: 

Mike Tomlin backed away from the term “franchise quarterback” when 
talking about Kenny Pickett. 

From Alan Saunders — The truth about the Steelers and the Mike Tomlin 
“streak.” 

NHL Trade Talk, News & National Hockey Now: 

TSN Insiders: The Oilers are shopping hard for a defenseman before the 
NHL trade deadline. Teams are calling about Erik Karlsson and Matt 
Dumba. Business is picking up. 

Sportsnet: Instant analysis of the NHL trade market — The top players 
from Canadian teams who are available. 

OK, let’s begin the hockey stories rather than the trade chatter. As you 
do, I really enjoy inside stuff. We’ve got a pair of those stories in D.C. 

Washington Hockey Now: I didn’t notice this ritual before, but Tom 
Wilson and T.J. Oshie slash each other before every game — they 
genuinely try to buckle the other with a whack on the butt. Inside the 
Washington Capitals pregame. 

Sammi also got more dirt on the pregame tunnel ritual of those same 
Washington Capitals. 

Philly Hockey Now: Young cinderella, out of nowhere… The Flyers have 
a new goalie option, and his name is Sam Ersson. 

NYI Hockey Now: Postgame story — The Dallas Stars gave the 
Penguins some help and beat the New York Islanders. 

Montreal Hockey Now: High-danger scoring chances and why it could 
affect the NHL trade deadline and the Montreal Canadiens. 

Detroit Hockey Now: Moritz Seider tied a record, and it was another wild 
game in Motown. Whether it is theirs or the opponent’s, NO lead is safe 
with the Detroit Red Wings. 

And lastly…our new beat in Colorado, Evan Rawal, is adapting well… 

Colorado Hockey Now: Rantanen was furious, and Cale Makar 
verbalized it after another comeback that fell short —  Colorado is tired of 
slow starts. Go inside the Colorado Avalanche locker room. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now LOADED: 01.12.2023 

1209295 Vancouver Canucks 

 

Canucks' blown-lead record verging on all-time statistical territory 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

PITTSBURGH — The 2022-23 Vancouver Canucks’ inability to protect 
multi-goal leads is remarkable, but hardly unprecedented. 

This season, the Canucks have blown a multi-goal lead eight times and 
gone on to lose, like they did Tuesday night to the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
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going from 3-0 ahead seven minutes into the game, to a 3-3 tie by first 
period’s end to an ultimate 5-4 loss in which they were outshot 36-24. 

Sign up to receive The Canucks Report newsletter, delivered straight to 
your inbox at the start of every series. Essential reading for hockey fans 
who eat, sleep, Canucks, repeat. 

Eight is an ugly figure, but it’s actually not the most single-season total in 
team history: The 1986-87 edition of the Canucks lost after blowing multi-
goal leads on nine occasions. 

The Canucks’ current record is well off the pace, but they are on pace to 
blow past both their all-time team record and the National Hockey 
League record of 13. 

According to the NHL’s statistics and research department, three teams 
in league history share the all-time record of 13 losses after blowing 
multi-goal leads: The 2013-14 New York Islanders and two teams from 
the 1986-87 season in the New Jersey Devils and the Detroit Red Wings. 

The high-scoring, bad-defence, small-goalie mid-’80s were quite the time 
for teams blowing leads, in fact. Of the 23 teams in NHL history that lost 
nine or more times after holding multi-goal leads, 10 played between 
1984 and 1987. 

Notably, three of those teams were the Toronto Maple Leafs: The 1985-
86 and 1986-87 Leafs both lost 10 times after blowing multi-goal leads, 
while the 1984-85 Leafs lost nine times in such fashion. 

NEXT GAME 

Thursday 

Vancouver Canucks vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 

4 p.m., Amalie Arena. TV: Sportsnet. Radio: AM 650. 

The other teams are two from 1986-87 — the aforementioned Canucks 
and Pat Quinn’s Los Angeles Kings — two from 1985-96 in the Quebec 
Nordiques and Winnipeg Jets — and the 1984-85 New York Islanders, 
who were one season removed from playing in the Stanley Cup final and 
two seasons removed from the last of their four straight Stanley Cup 
wins. 

By the way, there is one player common to the 1986-87 Canucks and 
those three Leafs squads: Jim Benning. 

Season 

Team 

 

Losses with blown 

multi-goal leads 

2013-2014 

New York Islanders 

13 

1985-1986 

New Jersey Devils 

13 

1985-1986 

Detroit Red Wings 

13 

2006-2007 

New York Rangers 

12 

2008-2009 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

11 

2005-2006 

Boston Bruins 

11 

2019-2020 

Montreal Canadiens 

10 

1992-1993 

Washington Capitals 

10 

1986-1987 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

10 

1985-1986 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

10 

2021-2022 

Seattle Kraken 

9 

2021-2022 

Buffalo Sabres 

9 

2018-2019 

New Jersey Devils 

9 

2008-2009 

New York Islanders 

9 

2006-2007 

Florida Panthers 

9 

2002-2003 

Atlanta Thrashers 

9 

1986-1987 

Los Angeles Kings 

9 

1986-1987 

Vancouver Canucks 

9 

1985-1986 
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Quebec Nordiques 

9 

1985-1986 

Winnipeg Jets 

9 

1984-1985 
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Wild stay in New York to face Islanders, Zach Parise 

 

Sarah McLellan  

 

6:30 p.m. at New York Islanders • UBS Arena • BSN, 100.3-FM 

Wild update: The Wild swept the Islanders last season, winning 5-2 at 
home and 4-3 on the road. Overall, they're 8-5-1 in their last 14 games 
vs. New York. LW Kirill Kaprizov (24 goals and 25 assists) is one point 
shy of 50. He's also sitting on 98 career goals. That's the fifth most in the 
NHL since Kaprizov debuted in 2021. 

Islanders update: The Islanders kicked off a five-game homestand on 
Tuesday by stalling against the Stars 2-1 in a shootout. That was their 
third straight loss and fourth in the past five games. Overall, New York is 
12-6-1 on home ice. C Mathew Barzal leads the team in scoring with 41 
points. Former Wild LW Zach Parise has 12 goals. 
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Defensive structure is shaky as Wild go through three-game losing streak 

 

Sarah McLellan  

 

NEW YORK — The Wild's current skid isn't as troubling as their mid-
November swoon, and not even in the same ZIP code as the season-
opening funk. 

But if they don't close out the first half of their season on Thursday with a 
win against the Islanders, the Wild will have extended this rut longer than 
the others by losing a fourth straight game. 

Considering the strides they've made since their previous lulls, hitting a 
rough patch like that now would be bizarre. 

"We all know it's not good enough," goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury said. 
"The standings are so close. To make playoffs, you need points, right? 
You need to get wins. 

"It's about getting out of the slump as quickly as possible and start 
winning again." 

This three-game slide hasn't been entirely unproductive. 

At 0-1-2, the Wild have picked up a pair of points, most recently snagging 
one after falling 4-3 in a shootout to the Rangers on Tuesday when their 
New York road trip began. Before that, the Blues shut them out and they 
were denied by the Sabres in overtime. 

Overall, with a record of 22-14-4, the Wild can still start the second half 
with 50 points and be on pace to finish with triple digits, which was more 

than enough to secure a playoff spot in the Western Conference last 
year. 

During this stretch, the Wild have also restored their roster to full 
strength, resolving the health issues that had plagued them since the 
offseason. 

However, that's another reason why the Wild slowing down doesn't add 
up: They finally have everyone available with an opportunity to build off 
the progress they achieved when that wasn't the case. What's missing is 
the defensive structure that spawned their early-season turnaround. 

"We'll catch ourselves," coach Dean Evason said. "We'll have a little 
adjustment and go from there." 

Through the first three losses Oct. 13-17 to the Rangers, Kings and 
Avalanche, the Wild were tagged for an eye-popping 20 goals. 

They weren't as porous when they dropped another three Nov. 13-17 vs. 
the Sharks, Predators and Penguins, giving up 10 regulation goals, and 
the 12 surrendered during their active slide isn't much worse. But this 
comes on the heels of the Wild limiting the opposition to two goals or 
fewer in nine out of the previous 11 games. 

What stung them against the Rangers were careless plays with the puck, 
turnovers that created odd-man rushes; all but one of their goals were a 
direct result of a giveaway. Fleury's 40 saves were a season high, and 
the 43 shots he faced tied for the most against the Wild this season. 

"It's completely our mistake," Evason said. "Sure, they're good players. 
They get good pressure on us. We know they have good sticks. We 
know they do turn the puck over, but we can't contribute. 

"[Mika] Zibanejad's line's going to steal pucks. They're going to turn 
pucks over. We can live with those if they make great plays, but we can't 
live with just giving them the puck." 

Defense was the Wild's biggest issue at the outset, but the ensuing 
renovation project turned a stingy style into their identity. 

Unless they take a page out of last season's playbook and suddenly start 
to outscore their problems, the Wild reinstating tight security around their 
net seems like the best strategy the rest of the way. 

"It's a long season," winger Mats Zuccarello said. "It goes to stretches 
where you feel like you're trying to make the right play and it's not the 
right play, and stretches where you can't do anything wrong. 

"That's surges during the season that you gotta cope with and try to get 
out of as quick as possible. I think that's normal, but I think we all know 
how to play and what we've got to do." 
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Islanders bring 3-game losing streak into matchup with the Wild 

 

The Associated Press 

 

BOTTOM LINE: The New York Islanders head into a matchup with the 
Minnesota Wild as losers of three straight games. 

New York has a 22-17-2 record overall and a 12-6-1 record in home 
games. The Islanders have a 21-5-1 record when scoring at least three 
goals. 

Minnesota has a 10-6-3 record on the road and a 22-14-4 record overall. 
The Wild have a +12 scoring differential, with 126 total goals scored and 
114 allowed. 

The teams meet Thursday for the first time this season. 
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TOP PERFORMERS: Anders Lee has 14 goals and 15 assists for the 
Islanders. Mathew Barzal has seven goals and three assists over the last 
10 games. 

Joel Eriksson Ek has scored 14 goals with 17 assists for the Wild. Kirill 
Kaprizov has six goals and four assists over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Islanders: 4-4-2, averaging 2.6 goals, 3.9 assists, 
three penalties and 7.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.1 goals per 
game. 

Wild: 5-3-2, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.3 assists, 4.2 penalties and 11.8 
penalty minutes while giving up 2.5 goals per game. 

INJURIES: Islanders: Adam Pelech: out (upper body), Kyle Palmieri: out 
(upper body). 

Wild: None listed. 
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Wild coach Dean Evason sounds off on referees after penalty in overtime 

 

Dane Mizutani  

 

NEW YORK CITY — Wild coach Dean Evason isn’t asking for 
preferential treatment. He’s just asking for some consistency. 

After the Wild went for a line change in overtime on Tuesday night 
against the New York Rangers at Madison Square Garden, the referees 
whistled them for too many men on the ice. The replay showed that 
Freddy Gaudreau was near the bench but not over the boards as Mats 
Zuccarello made a play on the puck. In a vacuum, it was the right call. 

But Evason lost his mind in the immediate aftermath. He screamed at 
anyone who would listen, sprinkling in a couple of expletives that made 
the broadcast. 

Why was he so upset? Though he agreed that the Wild had too many 
men on the ice at that moment, Evason noted that the Rangers also had 
too many men on the the ice earlier in the game. The referees swallowed 
their whistles during that sequence. 

“They came over to us and said, ‘We know they had six players on the 
ice. It didn’t affect the play. We’re not going to call it,’ ” Evason said.  
“The exact same thing happens to us and we get a call.” 

Essentially, what Evason is arguing is that if they decided not to call a 
penalty during a low-leverage situation early in the game, then they 
should not have called a penalty during a similar but high-leverage 
situation late in the game. Especially if it had no impact on the play itself. 

“That’s frustrating as a coaching staff,” Evason said. “If they’ve called that 
once already, then get together and say, ‘Listen, you know what? The 
same thing happened. Let’s call it like we set the standard at the start of 
the game.’ ” 

Instead, the referees did the complete opposite, and the Wild spent most 
of overtime on the penalty kill. Though some might say the penalty didn’t 
impact the outcome because the Wild forced a shootout, Evason offered 
a counterpoint to that way of thinking. 

“It does,” Evason said. “We expended energy. We didn’t have a chance 
to score. We’re good in overtime. We want Kirill Kaprizov on the ice, not 
to be killing penalties.” 

This isn’t the first time Evason has questioned the officiating this season. 
He has gone out of his way to sound off on referees after certain games. 

He’s been particularly perturbed with the lack of consistency when it 
comes to a player having his helmet ripped off. In the past month, for 
example, Kaprizov has had his helmet ripped off with no call on the ice, 
and has also been called for roughing after inadvertently ripping 
someone else’s helmet off. 

“I hate doing this because I hate (complaining) every night,” Evason said. 
“I don’t want to yell at referees. I don’t want to be sent (reprimands) that 
I’m swearing at the referees. I don’t want that. I want the referees to do 
their job.” 
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NHL99: Brett Hull ‘quit hockey,’ then became one of its all-time stars 

 

Jeremy Rutherford  

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Brett Hull was just 21 years old and coming off his second college 
season when he joined the Calgary Flames late in the 1986 Stanley Cup 
playoffs. He wasn’t expected to play a big role — just to soak up the 
atmosphere. 

Neil Sheehy, now an NHL agent, was a 25-year-old defenseman for 
those Flames. He knew that Hull, like a lot of prospects, had been put up 
in a local hotel during his postseason stay. He figured he’d offer him 
something a bit more comfortable. 

“Why don’t you come to my house and live with me for the rest of the 
year?” Sheehy asked him. 

Hull took him up on the offer, so Sheehy got a good opportunity to 
witness the young right winger’s earliest NHL impressions. Hull was 
coming off a season for University of Minnesota-Duluth in which he 
scored 52 goals in 42 games, and was two seasons removed from a 105-
goal 56-game junior season. Still, the confidence he had coming into the 
league was staggering, and one day he said something that made 
Sheehy gasp. 

“Now he’s a kid right out of college and he says, ‘Yeah, I’ll go snap 50 in 
this league,'” Sheehy remembers. “I said, ‘You know Brett, you’re living 
with me and you can say whatever you want with me, but when you’re 
around the other guys, you might want to tone that down a little bit. I 
mean, you think you’re going to snap 50 in the NHL?'” 

And Sheeny was right. Hull did have 50 goals the following season, but it 
was with Calgary’s AHL affiliate. 

However, it wouldn’t be long before he was putting up 50 goals — and 
more — in the NHL. Just three years later, and after a trade to the St. 
Louis Blues, he blew past his bold prediction, with 72 in 1989-90. And a 
season after that, he scored 86, which still stands as the third-highest 
single-season total in league history, behind Wayne Gretzky’s 91 and 87. 

“Here we are years later, and I’m going, ‘Brett, why did you understate 
yourself?'” Sheehy says, laughing hysterically. “Why didn’t you say you 
‘want to go snap 80 in this league?’ I mean, c’mon, only 50? Talk about 
shooting low. 

“It’s obvious to me now that he was toning it down.” 

Neither shooting low nor toning it down, of course, would end up being 
part of Hull’s legacy. 
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Hull would go on to score 741 times over 19 seasons, finishing his career 
in 2005 at No. 3 in career goals behind only Gretzky and Gordie Howe, 
though he has since been passed by Jaromir Jagr and Alex Ovechkin. 
Still regarded as one of the league’s all-time shooters and scorers, Hull 
ranks 22nd on The Athletic‘s list of the top 100 players of the NHL’s post-
expansion era. 

And Sheehy wouldn’t be the first or last to be caught off guard along the 
way, including Hull himself. 

NHL Hall of Famer Brett Hull is a legend among his former coaches and 
teammates. 

Some weren't sure if their favorite stories about him were appropriate for 
The Athletic. 

Not Hully.https://t.co/vEdbwg1HCT pic.twitter.com/jwlNGLjggC 

— The Athletic (@TheAthletic) February 22, 2022 

The son of Hockey Hall of Famer Bobby Hull, the “Golden Jet,” the player 
who would eventually earn the nickname the “Golden Brett” lasted until 
the sixth round of the 1984 NHL Draft, going at No. 117. 

But before he would follow in his father’s footsteps, Hull nearly stopped in 
those tracks when he was 17 years old. 

In Canada, after midget hockey, young players can be drafted by a junior 
team, Tier 1 or Tier 2. Hull went unclaimed by both. 

“I wasn’t that great a player and nobody wanted me,” Hull says. “It’s a lot 
of my own fault. It’s not like I was ‘Mr. Charlie Hustle,’ that’s for sure. So, 
basically, I quit hockey.” 

But after he did, a phone call from a friend, suggesting he should try out 
for the Penticton Knights in Penticton, British Columbia, proved to be life-
changing. It got him back in the game, which after time away, felt fun 
again, and natural. 

“All of a sudden, it was magic, like I knew how to do it,” Hull says. “I don’t 
know where it came from. I’m like, ‘Dude, this is so easy.’ It was crazy!” 

But despite putting up 48 goals that first season in Penticton, Hull was 
passed over for the second straight time in the 1983 NHL Draft. It took 
that 105-goal season, in just 57 games, before Calgary decided to take a 
chance in the late rounds. 

The Flames didn’t know it at the time, but while Hull was netting 50 goals 
for their AHL affiliate, the Blues were keeping an eye on him. Bob Plager 
was an amateur scout for the club and was sent to Moncton, New 
Brunswick, on specific orders from former Blues general manager Ron 
Caron. 

“Ron would say, ‘Let’s see Moncton’s schedule. Oh boy, they’re playing 
three games. I want you to watch that Hull,'” Plager once recalled. “Ron 
was in love with Brett Hull when he was drafted by Calgary. He’d say, 
‘Oh Brett Hull, oh Brett Hull, this guy is a goal scorer.’ 

“I phoned Ron one day, and he said, ‘How was Brett?’ I said, ‘Ron, he’ll 
drive you crazy. He was out there one time and he never came back (to 
the defensive zone). He broke a stick one time and just looked at his 
stick. He’s a coach killer.'” 

Caron was undeterred. 

“Ron said, ‘Well, how did he do?'” Plager continued. “I said, ‘Oh, he’s 
good. He got three goals and one assist. But again, he’ll drive you crazy.’ 
He said, ‘I don’t care if he drives me crazy if he gets me three goals and 
one assist.'” 

In 1987, Calgary watched its chief rival, the Edmonton Oilers, win the 
Stanley Cup again and had to make a move. The Blues had trade bait in 
defenseman Rob Ramage and goalie Rick Wamsley. 

Former NHLer Terry Crisp had been Hull’s head coach in Moncton and 
was an assistant in Calgary. He was part of the Flames’ internal 
meetings discussing the trade proposal. 

“There were seven of us in the room, and we all knew that Brett Hull was 
a goal scorer,” Crisp remembers. “We knew full well what he was 
capable of. I think somebody in the room said, ‘You know we’re trading a 
40-goal scorer?’ But we felt at the given time that we were close to what 
we accomplished.” 

The vote was 6-1. On March 7, 1988, Hull and Steve Bozak were sent to 
St. Louis for Ramage and Wamsley, and Caron had his man. 

In 11 seasons with the Blues, Hull would score 527 goals and 27 hat 
tricks, both still team records, and there were too many magical moments 
to count. 

Brett Hull Blues team records Number (year) 

Goals 

527 

Single-season goals 

86 (1990-91) 

Single-season points 

131 (1990-91) 

40-goal seasons 

8 

50-goal seasons 

5 

60-goal seasons 

3 

100-point seasons 

4 

Game-winning goals 

70 

Power-play goals 

195 

Multi-goal games 

120 

Goal streak 

10 (twice) 

Hat tricks 

27 

“It was like having Babe Ruth in the prime of his career,” former Blues 
teammate Brendan Shanahan once said. “He was funny, he was brash. 
He would do things and say things that you thought couldn’t be said and 
then he would just sort of call his shots.” 

It was the shot Hull had been perfecting since his days at Winnipeg’s 
practices with his famous father. He remembers Dad telling him to watch 
ex-Jets like Anders Hedberg and copy them. 

“That helped immensely, watching pro players and getting tips,” Hull 
says. “I was just a fat little kid that didn’t skate well, so I would just sit 
around and shoot pucks. I just loved shooting. The key to me was I hated 
missing the net. It’s just such a waste of time missing the net.” 

Calgary was right about Hull being a future 40-goal scorer. In his first full 
season with the Blues, 1988-89, he had 41. He went to his year-ending 
exit meeting with coach Brian Sutter expecting a pat on the back, but 
that’s not what happened. One of six brothers from hockey’s famed 
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family, Sutter told Hull to work harder, be better, and if he did, there’s no 
telling how good he could become. 

“When Brett came to us, he was a good human being,” Sutter says. “He 
was just misinterpreted on what he wanted out of life and how he was 
going to get it. Everybody in life wants the two most important words — 
trust and respect — and you can’t get one without the other. He was 
somebody who always wanted that.” 

It didn’t happen overnight, particularly because of the way Hull 
notoriously chided teammates. But they came to love him and couldn’t 
help but see the extraordinary talent. 

“In retrospect, it was like a breath of fresh air,” Gino Cavallini, Hull’s 
former linemate, says. “With all the pressure guys were under, making 
little to no money at the time, he kept it loose. But he was pretty serious 
with his antics; he wasn’t messing around.” 

In addition to Sutter’s challenge, there were two reasons Hull’s goal totals 
soared: an uncanny knack for somehow going undetected by opponents 
on the ice, and the radar-like ability of center Adam Oates to find him. 

“My whole game was stealth,” Hull says. “My theory was, you have to 
make a defender make a decision, so I would go places where they 
would get out of their comfort zone — ‘Do I go out and cover him, or do I 
stay here?’ 

“I called it the dead zone. Unless I was getting ready to shoot, I was 
always moving. I’m telling you, most of them play defense for a reason, 
and it’s because they don’t get the game offensively. They’ll usually 
make a bad decision.” 

Detroit Red Wings Hall of Fame defenseman Nicklas Lidstrom won 
seven Norris trophies, but even he is fascinated by how Hull was able to 
fly around so freely. 

“Hullie had that ability to time it perfectly when he came into that quiet 
area, and the pass didn’t have to be perfect,” says Lidstrom, who was 
teammates with Hull from 2001 to 2004 in Detroit. “The pass could be 
behind him or in his feet, but he could still get that one-timer off in a hurry 
and almost always hit the net. It was so hard to defend because he could 
be floating a bit but he knew when to arrive.” 

Chris Pronger, who played with Hull in St. Louis and against him on other 
teams, was always impressed, too. 

“Everybody looks at Hullie’s goals, but if you add his hockey IQ into his 
ability to shoot the puck, that’s the byproduct of what we saw,” Pronger 
says. “He had the wherewithal to understand the game — where to go, 
what to do.” 

It didn’t help opposing defensemen that in St. Louis, Hull had Oates, who 
was dealt to the Blues by Detroit in 1989. Oates’ passes were usually 
right in Hull’s wheelhouse. 

“It was almost like bees with their antennas,” Hull says. “It was weird, 
how creepy it was, that we knew what we were doing. There’s a lot of 
real smart players, like Gretzky and (Mario) Lemieux, but Adam Oates 
was right there with him. The only thing I loved doing was scoring, and 
when you have a guy with his skill level and his brains, all I had to do was 
get open and bury it.” 

In Hull’s 86-goal season, Oates assisted on 41 of them. 

“The trust factor between the two of us was incredible,” Oates says. “It 
was almost a, ‘He knew that I knew that he knew’ thing. And the ‘Hull & 
Oates’ thing had a good ring to it, so that didn’t hurt.” 

ICYMI: Relive some of best Hull and Oates moments with tonight's 
pregame ceremony. WATCH: https://t.co/B4SbxI2ozr 
pic.twitter.com/JPrLCF6hjd 

— St. Louis Blues (@StLouisBlues) April 2, 2016 

The other noticeable thing with Hull was that, despite all the times he lit 
the lamp with the Blues, you rarely saw him celebrate. He claims one of 

the worst “traditions” in today’s game is when a player scores, he’ll 
usually head to the bench and bump fists with his teammates. 

“I would never go high-five the bench unless I was changing,” he says. 
“Why would I want to make (defenseman) Chris Chelios look like an 
idiot? So I score, he goes back to the bench and (coach) Mike Keenan is 
yelling at him. What’s he going to do? He’s going to look for me next 
time, right? 

“I got the biggest compliment when we were playing Edmonton in the 
playoffs, and I think I got two goals and three assists, and they were 
saying after the game, ‘I don’t even notice Brett Hull out there.’ I go, 
‘Yeah, well you did when you looked at the scoresheet!'” 

In what St. Louis GM Larry Pleau said at the time was a “tough decision,” 
the Blues did not offer Hull a contract extension in 1998, and one of the 
NHL’s biggest stars signed with the Dallas Stars. 

Ken Hitchcock was the veteran coach of the Stars and had faced Hull a 
lot, but it was another thing interacting with him. 

“I went to have a talk about the power play, and 10 minutes into it, I 
decided he knew so much more than I did about power play; we better 
talk about music or golf, because there was no way I was going to teach 
him anything about the power play,” Hitchcock says. “I was in way over 
my head with him, so we didn’t talk about the power play. That was a 
hard lesson for me, that I was dealing with a player that thought of things 
at a level that I never even considered.” 

Hull would help Dallas advance to the Stanley Cup Final each of his two 
seasons there, claiming the franchise’s first championship in 1999. He 
had the game-winning goal against Buffalo, a goal that garnered a lot of 
controversy because he had a toe in the Sabres’ crease. 

“It’s a goal,” Hull still says. “It’s a goal that will live in infamy. That’s all 
they do is talk about it. It’s kind of cool, actually.” 

They were loud in Buffalo, but they were silent in St. Louis, where some 
had said over the years that you couldn’t win a Cup with Hull on the 
roster. 

“I heard that my whole career (with the Blues), right?” Hull says. “Nothing 
felt better, especially to get the goal. It was the greatest feeling ever 
because, honestly, I thought about that. I wondered, ‘Am I going to have 
to be one of these guys that never wins a Cup?'” 

Hull didn’t just win one. He won two. In 2001, he signed a free-agent 
contract with the Red Wings, and in what he calls the most incredible 
time of his career playing with so many future Hall of Famers, he won his 
second championship in 2002. 

“Chelios called me and said, ‘Do you want to come to Detroit?'” Hull 
recalls. “I said, ‘Are you kidding? With that team?’ I mean, (Steve) 
Yzerman, Shanahan, Lidstrom, playing for Scotty Bowman. I’ll look back 
on that for the rest of my life and say, ‘I feel like I played for the Yankees 
in the ’60s with (Mickey) Mantle, (Roger) Maris and (Joe) DiMaggio.” 

For three seasons with the Red Wings, Hull fit right in. In fact, Bowman 
even recalls him accepting a role on the penalty-killing unit. 

“I think I surprised him one day,” Bowman says. “I said, ‘I want to start 
using you on the PK.’ I wanted to give the other team something to be 
concerned about.’ He said, ‘I’m not against it,’ so I started to use him. He 
was a smart player, so smart players can always adapt to whatever they 
have to do.” 

Dominik Hasek and Brett Hull in 2002 (Ryan Remiorz / AP Photo/CP) 

But Hull will always be remembered as a goal scorer. At ages 38 and 39 
with Detroit, he had 37 and 25 goals, including a combined 10 game 
winners. He had 110 game winners in his career, which is the fifth-most 
in NHL history behind Jagr (135), Ovechkin (124), Howe (121) and Phil 
Esposito (118). 

“That was my inner mantra,” Hull says. “I never wanted to be the guy who 
was known for getting the fifth goal in a 5-0 win. I always said, ‘The most 
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important goals for me are the ones that tied the game or the game 
winner.’ When the game was on the line, I wanted to be out there and get 
that goal.” 

He is proud of a few things in his career, and the first is that he even had 
one. 

“I quit when I was 17 and end up in the Hall of Fame with two Stanley 
Cups,” Hull says. “It’s like a surreal dream. I mean, without the NHL, I’m 
not talking to you about being one of the Top 100 players in the world. 
That’s a cool thing that people are interested in your opinion and they 
want to know stories about you.” 

And he’s proud, too, that he did it his way. 

“You have to make people think, right?” Hull says. “When they started to 
make the rule changes, I was very vocal about that. That’s the problem. 
There’s so many people that if it’s not their idea, it’s not a good idea. 
You’ve got to be able to say, ‘You know, that’s actually a pretty good 
idea.’ 

“And then I always had a problem with authority, whether it was teachers 
or coaches. That’s just who I am. It’s probably unfortunate, but I was kind 
of a rebel that way. But I wouldn’t change a thing.” 
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ESPN / Grades for all 32 NHL teams at midseason of 2022-23 

 

Ryan S. Clark, Kristen Shilton 

 

While the All-Star Weekend feels like the midpoint of the NHL regular 
season, in fact all teams will be well past their 41st game at that point. As 
teams hit that threshold this week, it's time for our resident graders Ryan 
S. Clark and Kristen Shilton to serve up their thoughts on all 32 clubs. 

Who's at the head of the class? Who's in danger of failing? Read on for 
our appraisals. 

Note: Ryan S. Clark graded the Pacific and Central Division teams, while 
Kristen Shilton graded the Metropolitan and Atlantic Division teams. 
Preseason over/unders are courtesy of Caesars Sportsbook. Records 
and points paces are through the games of Jan. 10. Teams are sorted 
alphabetically within each grade. 

A grades 

Boston Bruins 

Record: 32-4-4 

Points pace: 139.4 

Preseason over/under: 97 

Class president: Linus Ullmark. Boston has had several high-profile 
performers (David Pastrnak and Hampus Lindholm among them), but 
Ullmark has earned top marks in Beantown and beyond. He leads the 
league in wins (21), save percentage (.939) and goals-against average 
(1.86), which combined to earn him his first All-Star Game nod. 
Impressive. 

In danger of failing: A.J. Greer. The veteran winger enjoyed a surprisingly 
strong start to his first season in Boston, but has recently found himself in 
Jim Montgomery's doghouse averaging around six minutes per game -- 
when he actually plays. If Greer isn't the Bruins' answer in a fourth-line 
spot, they have younger guys within the organization just waiting to take 
his place. 

Grade: A+. Boston is a top-to-bottom powerhouse, with superb 
goaltending, a depth of offensive talent and an excellent defense. There 
are so few holes in the Bruins' game, and they'll continue to be a top 
Stanley Cup favorite if they can stay healthy. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 25-9-7 

Points pace: 114 

Preseason over/under: 103.5 

Class president: Martin Necas. Carolina's leading scorer is having a 
career season, already on pace (with 17 goals and 38 points through 40 
games) to shatter all prior top marks. Necas is more than just offense, 
though. After previously resisting the Hurricanes' defense-first system, 
Necas has a full 200-foot game on display that doesn't compromise -- but 
rather seems to further emphasize -- his dynamic scoring ability. It's a 
combination that has thrust Necas into elite territory. 

In danger of failing: Teuvo Teravainen. It has been a challenging season 
production-wise for Teravainen, who managed just three goals and 12 
points through 30 games. That pushed the winger down to a fourth-line 
role as Carolina welcomed healthy players like Max Pacioretty into the 
fold this month. Teravainen has perennially been a near-20-goal scorer, 
but the Hurricanes haven't seen that side of him in the first half. 

Grade: A. Carolina tapped into something special on its 17-game point 
streak from late November through early January. The play of rookie 
goalie Pyotr Kochetkov has been a revelation as well, and guarded the 
Hurricanes from a stumble in net when starter Frederik Andersen went 
down with an injury. Carolina's been locked in everywhere though, 
through strong defensive buy-in to complement its balanced offensive 
attack. 

Dallas Stars 

Record: 25-11-6 

Points pace: 109.3 

Preseason over/under: 93.5 

Class president: Jason Robertson. He might be the manifestation for 
everything that is going on with the Stars. Not only has he emerged into 
one of the league's most dangerous players -- and could score 50 goals 
and 100 points -- but he's also another example of how the Stars 
continue to hit on homegrown players. 

In danger of failing: Luke Glendening. Someone had to serve as tribute. 
It's not that Glendening is having a bad season. He leads them in short-
handed minutes on what's been one of the best penalty-killing units in the 
league. It's just that Glendening's offensive numbers have dipped a bit as 
he is on pace to score four goals after scoring nine last season. 

Grade: A. They have 11 players who have scored more than 10 points, 
while fielding a defensive structure that gets results and are also keeping 
the top six healthy. Plus, they have a goaltender in Jake Oettinger who is 
more than capable of winning games when needed. It amounts to the 
Stars being one of the most formidable teams at the halfway point, one 
that could make a deep playoff run. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 25-9-7 

Points pace: 114 

Preseason over/under: 107.5 

Class president: Mark Giordano. Yes, Mitch Marner has had an 
unbelievable first half. But where would Toronto's blue line -- and overall 
defensive game and penalty kill -- have crumbled to without Giordano? 
The 39-year-old has averaged nearly 20 minutes and has been a pillar of 
consistency and leadership while the Leafs cycled through one injury 
after another. Not all heroes wear capes (or put up the most points). 
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In danger of failing: Rasmus Sandin. The Leafs' young defender suffered 
a tough neck injury that affected his vision, and Sandin hasn't seemed 
fully like himself. Meanwhile, Timothy Liljegren -- who's been on a similar 
track to Sandin within Toronto's organization -- looks to be moving past 
him on the depth chart. To that end, the Leafs will be motivated to help 
Sandin get back in the flow, and continue to be an important piece of 
their blue-line rotation. 

Grade: A. Toronto has thrived despite its blue-line injuries, and in a 
season where superstar Auston Matthews hasn't produced multiple 
Herculean efforts to pull them through. The Leafs have instead enjoyed 
solid depth contributions -- especially from David Kampf and Calle 
Jarnkrok -- and as their backend gets healthier and their goaltending 
stabilizes, Toronto should carry right on being an Atlantic force. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 27-13-2 

Points pace: 109.3 

Preseason over/under: 97 

Class president: Logan Thompson. Remember when the Golden Knights 
faced questions about their goaltending after it was announced Robin 
Lehner would miss this season? Thompson has emphatically answered 
those questions by emerging into a No. 1 goaltender who is among the 
league leaders in starts and wins while also being one of the main 
challengers for the Calder Trophy. 

In danger of failing: Jake Leschyshyn. Vegas has a number of bottom-six 
forwards who have either reached double figures in points, or are on 
pace to get there. Leschyshyn, however, has yet to record a point in 22 
games. It's a bit of a jarring realization considering he had six points in 41 
games with the Golden Knights last season while scoring 27 points in 34 
games with their AHL affiliate, the Henderson Silver Knights. 

Grade: A. Having numerous options is what makes the Golden Knights 
so effective. When healthy, they can use Jack Eichel, Chandler 
Stephenson and William Karlsson to center their top three lines. They 
have eight players who have scored more than 20 points and 13 in total 
who have scored more than 10 points. They've allowed the third-fewest 
high-danger scoring chances per 60 minutes, and are 10th in shots 
allowed, with a rookie goaltender who is an All-Star. And they have done 
this while having key players in and out of the lineup. 

New Jersey Devils 

Record: 26-12-3 

Points pace: 110 

Preseason over/under: 89.5 

Class president: Nico Hischier. This is the Hischier that New Jersey has 
been waiting for (ditto for Jack Hughes, who is also having a tremendous 
season). Hischier has rightfully garnered Selke Trophy buzz for his 
dialed-in, two-way game that's equal parts reliable defense and top-end 
offense, clocking in at nearly a point-per-game pace (38 points in 39 
games). Add to that Hischier's potency on the power play and penalty kill, 
and his further maturation into the Devils' captaincy role, making Hischier 
the total package. 

In danger of failing: Brendan Smith. The veteran blueliner has struggled 
lately with defensive lapses and costly turnovers. He has also been 
ineffectual on the offensive side, producing zero goals and four assists in 
39 games. Smith has primarily been used in a third-pairing slot this 
season and given those more protected minutes coupled with how much 
success New Jersey has had, Smith's lack of consistent contributions 
begin standing out more frequently. 

Grade: A-. New Jersey has arguably been this season's Cinderella story. 
The Devils' franchise-record, 13-game win streak was ridiculously fun to 
watch, and highlighted how many great players New Jersey can ice when 
the team is healthy. Their goaltending is much improved over last season 

-- thanks to the addition of Vitek Vanecek -- and the Devils have shown a 
resiliency that's buoyed them through some recent tougher stretches. 

New York Rangers 

Record: 23-12-7 

Points pace: 103.5 

Preseason over/under: 101 

Class president: Adam Fox. New York's top blueliner is a beacon of 
consistency. Fox is a bona fide iron man, playing almost 25 minutes per 
game, averages around a point per game (40 in 41 games), excels in 
every on-ice situation and has produced impressive underlying stats to 
boot. His value is on display in every game, whether deftly transitioning 
the Rangers from defense to offense, creating space for teammates or 
turning back the opponent's attack. 

In danger of failing: Alexis Lafreniere. It was the healthy scratch heard 
'round the league when coach Gerard Gallant held Lafreniere out of the 
lineup against Tampa Bay on Dec. 29. Predictably, that move raised 
questions about the Rangers' 2020 first overall pick, including whether 
New York was trying to trade him. That speculation appeared unfounded 
when Lafreniere quickly returned to the lineup, but offensive success has 
yet to follow. Lafreniere hasn't produced a goal since Dec. 7, and shows 
only 18 points in 40 games to date. Lafreniere must continue improving. 

Grade: A-. New York has weathered its ups and downs to land among 
the Metropolitan's best at this halfway point. Igor Shesterkin (18-6-6, .916 
save percentage) isn't the all-encompassing savior he was a season ago, 
and that might actually have forced the Rangers to evolve into a more 
well-rounded team. New York is in the upper echelon in goals against 
(2.71 per game) and its offensive totals are on the upswing in recent 
weeks. That should be the case given the depth of talent -- Artemi 
Panarin, Mika Zibanejad, etc. -- upon which the Rangers should be 
comfortably relying. 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 25-13-1 

Points pace: 107.2 

Preseason over/under: 103.5 

Class president: Nikita Kucherov. Tampa Bay's perennial top performer is 
leading its offense again with 55 points in 38 games, including 32 at even 
strength. Kucherov is the Lightning's spark plug, elevates every 
teammate he's skating with and manages to frequently come up big 
when Tampa Bay needs it the most. 

In danger of failing: Vladislav Namestnikov. The forward's minutes have 
declined with his offensive production. This is Namestnikov's second time 
around in Tampa Bay, and hopes were that he would be a solid depth 
piece to take some of the pressure off the Lightning's stars, but 
Namestnikov was off the mark tossing in just eight points through those 
first 36 games. 

Grade: A-. The Lightning have rebounded from a slow start and are once 
again among the Atlantic's best teams. Tampa Bay is in the middle of a 
tough stretch now, opening 2023 with a heavy travel schedule, but those 
tests can often build character. And if the Lightning know anything, it's 
that the real season doesn't begin until spring -- when they tend to really 
come alive. 

B grades 

Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 20-17-2 

Points pace: 88.3 

Preseason over/under: 79 
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Class president: Tage Thompson. What hasn't Thompson brought to 
Buffalo this season? The 25-year-old hit 30 goals in his first 36 tilts, 
averaged over 1.53 points per game, boasts a top-end shooting 
percentage (19%) and paces Sabres' forwards in average ice time 
(19:06). Thompson is the real deal, a player around whom the Sabres 
can continue to build. 

In danger of failing: Rasmus Asplund. The 25-year-old had a rough first 
half that included five consecutive games being scratched. Asplund 
admitted that details in his game were slipping, and while he has made 
an effort to improve on that, Buffalo is still waiting for results to show up 
on the scoresheet. 

Grade: B+. Buffalo is an above-.500 team at the midway mark and that's 
a true feather in the franchise's cap. The Sabres might not make the 
playoffs, but they've exceeded expectations already with their 
consistency, work ethic and growing confidence. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 24-14-6 

Points pace: 100.6 

Preseason over/under: 94 

Class president: Pheonix Copley. The Kings' defensive structure is 
designed to limit chances, but there was a constant disconnect with their 
goaltending. And while Copley's sample size is just 12 games, it's the 
kind of difference that has the Kings four points out of first place in the 
Pacific as of Jan. 10. Copley has a minus-0.5 GSVA, which is a contrast 
compared to Jonathan Quick and Cal Petersen. Quick's GSVA is minus-
10.6 while Petersen is minus-9.3, according to Money Puck. 

In danger of failing: Jonathan Quick. He continues to face struggles in 
what has been one of the most difficult seasons of his illustrious career. 
What happened in December was reflective of his season as a whole. 
Quick went 1-5 with a 3.67 goals-against average and a .867 save 
percentage. Furthermore, he has lost his past five starts and has only 
one win in his past eight starts. 

Grade: B+. Phillip Danault and Kevin Fiala are two of the six forwards 
who have scored more than 10 goals. Drew Doughty and Anze Kopitar 
remain consistent presences. Mikey Anderson, Sean Durzi and Gabriel 
Vilardi are having the sort of seasons that show why the Kings are so 
optimistic about their development model. Several items are coming 
together for them. Is it possible that their goaltending is about to do the 
same? 

Minnesota Wild 

Record: 22-14-4 

Points pace: 98.4 

Preseason over/under: 102.5 

Class president: Joel Eriksson Ek. Yes, we know Kirill Kaprizov is him. 
But the Wild also need more than just Kaprizov to win games. Secondary 
scoring was a question entering the season and Eriksson Ek has done 
his part by averaging 0.78 points while giving the Wild a two-way forward 
who can play in every situation. 

In danger of failing: Marcus Foligno. He's another player who is not 
necessarily "failing" but he has not matched what he did last season. 
Foligno scored a career-high 24 goals last season and is on pace to 
score seven goals this season. He's still averaging 0.42 points per game, 
which is slightly higher than his 0.37 career average. But it also comes 
with the context that the Wild rank 22nd in goals and have produced the 
third-fewest scoring chances per 60 minutes leaguewide. 

Grade: B+. For all the questions about the lack of consistent scoring, the 
Wild have answered critics by becoming one of the most unforgiving 
defensive teams in the NHL. They have allowed the fewest high-danger 
scoring chances per 60, and the third-fewest scoring chances per 60 in 
5-on-5 play. Knowing the Wild have found defensive success -- 

something that has plagued other teams in the West -- is why they 
remain among the playoff contenders while others around them struggle. 

New York Islanders 

Record: 22-17-3 

Points pace: 91.8 

Preseason over/under: 90.5 

Class president: Ilya Sorokin. New York's starting goalie is a legitimate 
Vezina Trophy contender. Sorokin's .924 save percentage and 2.35 
goals-against average rank third and seventh respectively among goalies 
with at least 10 starts, and he has been the Islanders' backbone even 
when the team has failed to provide him proper support. Sorokin's own 
slumps have been few (a seven-game losing streak was his lowest note), 
but the Islanders have ample confidence in him carrying the load. 
Frankly, New York's playoff hopes hinge on how tall Sorokin can continue 
to stand in a brutally tough division. 

In danger of failing: Josh Bailey. The 33-year-old has earned precious 
little security in the lineup this season. He's been a healthy scratch on 
multiple occasions, and seen his ice time diminish from where it was a 
year ago. Bailey's contributions have been equally spotty, at six goals 
and 17 points over 37 games, numbers that lead to a player becoming 
expendable. Overall, the trouble Bailey has had retaining his place 
doesn't reflect well on that $5 million cap hit, either. 

Grade: B+. The Islanders are halfway through the season sitting midpack 
in the Metropolitan standings, and jockeying for a wild-card playoff berth. 
The second half could go either way. When New York has Sorokin atop 
his game and can execute that more stifling defensive system (which 
helped rank them a top-10 team in goals against this season), there's a 
good chance they can win every night. It's continuing to generate reliable 
offense and improving on special teams -- particularly their 27th-ranked 
power play -- that could ultimately make or break New York's postseason 
aspirations. 

Seattle Kraken 

Record: 24-12-4 

Points pace: 106.6 

Preseason over/under: 79.2 

Class president: Vince Dunn. For all the people who've played a 
significant role in the Kraken's turnaround, Dunn might be the most 
overlooked. He's second on the team in 5-on-5 ice time, leads the team 
in power-play ice time and has helped the power play go from 29th last 
season to 17th this season. Dunn is averaging almost three additional 
minutes of ice time per game compared to 2021-22, and is projected to 
finish with what would be a career-high 13 goals and 56 points. 

In danger of failing: Philipp Grubauer. Injuries to the netminder are why 
the Kraken had to lean so heavily on Martin Jones. But now that 
Grubauer has returned, he has yet to attain the sort of consistency 
required of a No. 1 goaltender. A year ago, he had the worst GSVA in the 
NHL at minus-33.7, whereas he's minus-1.8 this season. So there's been 
improvement, but Grubauer hasn't won consecutive starts since early 
December, and has since lost six of his seven most recent starts. 

Grade: B+. There is a feeling around the league the Kraken could have 
everything needed to be a playoff team in Year 2. Matty Beniers and 
Andre Burakovsky are among those who have given the Kraken a 
scoring punch they lacked last season. Dunn has emerged into what 
looks like a top-pairing defenseman while players like Will Borgen have 
taken on greater roles. 

Washington Capitals 

Record: 23-14-6 

Points pace: 99.2 
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Preseason over/under: 96.5 

Class president: Alex Ovechkin. Washington's captain was captivating as 
he matched -- and then passed -- Gordie Howe for the second-most 
goals scored all time in league history. And Ovechkin hasn't stopped 
there. The winger's string of dominant performances also have him 
leading the Capitals' offense, with 29 goals and 48 points in 42 games. 
Ovechkin is producing big time at 5-on-5 as well, registering the majority 
of his output (20 goals and 31 points) there. It's easy to joke about 
Ovechkin's predictability in certain aspects -- he has an "office," after all -
- but how good he can still be at 37 years old is no laughing matter. 

In danger of failing: Anthony Mantha. The Capitals' big winger is in a 
weird spot. Nicklas Backstrom and Tom Wilson have returned from injury 
and he was accordingly -- and somewhat surprisingly -- made a healthy 
scratch after spending a few games on Washington's fourth line. At the 
same time, coach Peter Laviolette said he liked Mantha's recent play. 
Perhaps just not enough. The $5.8 million man has nine goals and 23 
points in 42 games while still slipping his way down the lineup, despite 
strong underlying possession totals that support positive analytic trends 
when he's on the ice. Weird, right? 

Grade: B+. Washington is right where it should be based on preseason 
projections, which was hardly a given during its sluggish start (where 
Washington was written off by some as too old to contend). Charlie 
Lindgren's emergence in net (11-5-2 with a .912 save percentage) kept 
the Capitals humming while Darcy Kuemper was unavailable, and the 
whole team seemed to relish rallying around Ovechkin's quest for 800-
plus goals. Now, the Capitals have settled into a more cohesive team 
game. Having Backstrom and Wilson back should make Washington 
more dangerous as well. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 26-14-1 

Points pace: 106 

Preseason over/under: 88.5 

Class president: Josh Morrissey. Kyle Connor and Connor Hellebuyck 
are also in the running to run the Jets' student government association. 
It's just that Morrissey has emerged into a Norris Trophy hopeful who is 
on pace to score more than 93 points -- which is quite something, 
considering he has scored 89 points in the last three seasons combined. 

In danger of failing: Jansen Harkins. The Jets have shuffled through 
bottom-six options with the hope Harkins could eventually find his place. 
He was given the opportunities and received more than 10 minutes of ice 
time per game -- an increase from last season. The end result was 
Harkins being surpassed by other options with less NHL experience 
before he was sent to the AHL. 

Grade: B+. They have a forward corps that just welcomed back Nikolaj 
Ehlers and Cole Perfetti from injuries. They have four defensemen who 
could score more than 20 points this season and a goalie who is making 
a case for Vezina Trophy consideration. And a top-five PK unit? It looks 
like the Jets could have everything needed to be one of the biggest 
threats in the West. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 17-15-7 

Points pace: 86.2 

Preseason over/under: 83.5 

Class president: Dylan Larkin. Detroit's captain edges out goaltender 
Ville Husso, who has cooled recently from a hot start. Meanwhile, Larkin 
has been markedly consistent, leading the offense with nearly a point-
per-game output. Larkin's strong showing has not only bolstered Detroit 
through difficult patches but bodes well for him in a contract year, too. 

In danger of failing: Moritz Seider. Granted, Seider set the bar high with 
an unbelievable rookie season that earned him a Calder Trophy. The 

dreaded sophomore slump then set in for Seider during Detroit's first half; 
there's hope that won't continue far into 2023. Seider's early-season play 
was plagued by uncharacteristic mistakes and a sharp decline in 
offensive production (he had just 12 points in 35 games). Detroit has to 
hope Seider can turn a corner, and fast. 

Grade: B. Detroit has suffered from a lack of overall consistency. But 
when the Red Wings are rolling they can look impressive. Husso 
recovering his form is a priority. Lucas Raymond and Seider rebounding 
would be a bonus. And all those offseason acquisitions -- Dominik 
Kubalik, David Perron, Andrew Copp, etc. -- continuing to contribute 
nightly will go a long way. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 21-13-6 

Points pace: 98.4 

Preseason over/under: 100.5 

Class president: Sidney Crosby. It's not just that Crosby paces the 
Penguins in goals (20) and points (45) through 38 games. Crosby is also 
the (expectedly) calming presence Pittsburgh has required during this 
recent rough patch. The Penguins' captain has pushed the right buttons 
trying to galvanize a group that hasn't won since Dec. 20. That's energy 
Crosby brings on the ice too, elevating linemates, impressing in the 
faceoff dot and making the consistent offensive effort that should, in 
theory, help push the Penguins back into playoff contention. 

In danger of failing: Brian Dumoulin. For years, Dumoulin was a key cog 
in the Penguins' defense. This season hasn't steered that way. The 
veteran's struggles have led to one poor performance after another that's 
hindering progress Pittsburgh desperately must make in order to keep its 
campaign on track. Dumoulin amassed just eight assists (and zero goals) 
in 38 games despite big minutes (19:44 per game) he might no longer be 
best-equipped to carry. 

Grade: B. Pittsburgh's streakiness has haunted them. The Penguins 
already endured a stretch of seven consecutive losses, and now they're 
mired again in another lengthy downturn that has pushed them out of a 
playoff position in the Eastern Conference. Pittsburgh has struggled to 
close out opponents, to maximize its depth and to get the consistent 
goaltending required to compete in the ultracompetitive Metro. The 
Penguins have time, and certainly the personnel, to rebound. And those 
other stretches they've produced -- including several multigame winning 
streaks -- indicate Pittsburgh should be far from counted out. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 20-16-3 

Points pace: 90.4 

Preseason over/under: 112.5 

Class president: Cale Makar. The reigning Norris Trophy winner might 
not have the sterling offensive figures or the memorable individual 
displays like last season, but he might be having his most complete 
campaign as he leads the NHL in average ice time while also playing in 
every situation possible. 

In danger of failing: Martin Kaut. Colorado's injury situation means 
secondary and tertiary contributions are needed. Kaut, a former first-
rounder who has yet to break through for the Avs, has struggled to 
provide that with three points in 23 games while averaging 9:31 in ice 
time. 

Grade: B-. In some ways, their season has been defined more by who 
hasn't played rather than by those who have. The Avalanche have found 
ways to win games but were also derailed by a five-game losing streak in 
early January that played a part in why they slid down the standings and 
into the wild-card fight. But for now? They must find ways to keep 
winning while trying to get healthy at the same time. 

C grades 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 12, 2023 

 

Calgary Flames 

Record: 19-14-9 

Points pace: 91.8 

Preseason over/under: 103 

Class president: Elias Lindholm. Lindholm has been among his team's 
most consistent players in nearly every aspect of the game. His offensive 
contributions extend to him leading the Flames in assists and points, 
while leading the team's forwards in power-play ice time. His profile as a 
two-way forward has also remained intact given he leads all Flames 
forwards in defensive zone faceoffs, defensive zone starts and short-
handed minutes. 

In danger of failing: MacKenzie Weegar. Weegar finally recorded his first 
goals of the season on New Year's Eve in what has been a challenging 
first campaign with the Flames. His arrival in the trade with the Panthers 
(with Jonathan Huberdeau in exchange for Matthew Tkachuk) meant the 
Flames were getting a puck-moving defenseman who scored 44 points 
last season, and one who averaged 0.60 points per game in his final two 
seasons in South Florida. This season, he's averaging 0.26 points. 

Grade: C. They use a defensive structure that has played a part in why 
they are among the league's best when it comes to limiting scoring 
chances per 60 minutes, and high-danger scoring chances per 60. But 
this also is a team that needs goals. They have scored the 11th fewest 
goals while also having only three players with more than 10. On Jan. 11 
they are in a wild-card spot, but they are also one of five teams that are 
within four points of each other. 

Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 21-18-3 

Points pace: 87.9 

Preseason over/under: 103.5 

Class president: Connor McDavid. Have you watched the Connor 
McDavid highlight clips this season? It might sound bizarre, but the 
argument could be made that McDavid is having the most dominant 
campaign of a career that has seen him already surpass the 100-point 
mark in five of his past seven seasons. McDavid leads the NHL in goals, 
assists and points, while also scoring on nearly 21% of his shots. It 
amounts to McDavid, who has never scored more than 44 goals in a 
season, on pace to hit the 60-goal mark while being projected to end up 
with a 152-point season. 

In danger of failing: Jack Campbell. The Oilers allow the 11th most shots 
per 60 minutes, the 11th fewest high-danger chances per 60 and are 
15th in scoring chances allowed. It's what makes the need for consistent 
goaltending even more important. Maybe Campbell can find that 
consistency in the second half, but it has been a problem this season. 
Especially when he has a 3.69 goals-against average, a .878 save 
percentage and a minus-12.0 GSVA, which is the fourth worst in the NHL 
according to Money Puck. 

Grade: C. What's concerning is that the Oilers have the NHL's top two 
points leaders, four players averaging more than a point per game while 
boasting one of the most prolific attacks in the league, but are clinging 
onto a wild-card spot as of Jan. 11. Those same four players are 
responsible for scoring 65% of their goals, which underscores how the 
Oilers need more from their supporting cast. They're 9-12-1 when 
opponents score first, but have had troubles holding onto leads lately, 
having lost four games since mid-December after being up by two goals. 
It's another reason why they are also 11 points out of first in the Pacific 
Division. 

Florida Panthers 

Record: 19-19-4 

Points pace: 82 

Preseason over/under: 106.5 

Class president: Matthew Tkachuk. The feisty fan favorite has been the 
Panthers could have wanted since arriving via last summer's blockbuster 
trade with Calgary. In what's been a trying season for the Panthers, 
Tkachuk is a perennial bright spot, putting up points (48 in 37 games), 
clocking major minutes (over 20 per game) and proving his worth as a 
versatile performer. 

In danger of failing: Sergei Bobrovsky. Florida's projected No. 1 goalie 
has been fighting for that starting gig all season. The two-time Vezina 
Trophy winner has slipped far off his celebrated form, with a 9-12-1 
record, .895 save percentage and 3.26 goals-against average through 
his first 23 starts. Spencer Knight hasn't been the answer in net, and the 
onus remains on Bobrovsky to reset and reclaim his place atop Florida's 
depth chart. 

Grade: C. The Panthers have too much talent to barely be at .500. It's 
hard to even diagnose exactly how and why they've underachieved. 
Special teams play is a part of it -- the Panthers' power play and penalty 
kill have both struggled to produce -- and, as mentioned, goaltending has 
been a problem. But Florida has capable stars like Tkachuk and 
Aleksander Barkov and Aaron Ekblad, too. What can they do to put the 
Panthers on track? 

Ottawa Senators 

Record: 18-19-3 

Points pace: 80 

Preseason over/under: 84.5 

Class president: Brady Tkachuk. The younger Tkachuk brother follows in 
his big brother's footsteps as a bright light during his team's darkest 
times. Tkachuk paces the Senators in points (39 in 38 games) and 
generally can drive his club's offensive attack. There are strides for 
Tkachuk to make on the defensive side, but he's a physical, fun presence 
on Ottawa's top line with Tim Stutzle and Claude Giroux. 

In danger of failing: Nikita Zaitsev. This has been a truly trying season for 
the veteran defenseman, who also happens to be the Senators' second-
highest paid blueliner (at $4.5 million per year). Zaitsev hasn't performed 
as such. He was placed on waivers earlier this season, has shuffled in 
and out of the lineup since and failed to do much when called upon. The 
best-case scenario -- for Ottawa and Zaitsev -- would be to find the 
defender a new home before the trade deadline. 

Grade: C. Ottawa made an effort to improve this offseason but while 
many of those acquisitions -- including Giroux, Cam Talbot and Alex 
DeBrincat -- have stepped up, their impact hasn't been enough to make 
Ottawa a real contender. The Senators' landslide of defensive injuries 
certainly didn't help their prospects early on either. GM Pierre Dorion 
could be active near the trade deadline trying to remedy what's gone 
wrong. 

St. Louis Blues 

Record: 21-18-3 

Points pace: 87.9 

Preseason over/under: 94.5 

Class president: Jordan Kyrou. The Greek God of Goals is just that. He 
overcame a slow start in October with three points -- all goals -- to now 
average a point per game while on pace to finish with what would be his 
first 40-goal season. Along with Pavel Buchnevich and Robert Thomas, 
Kyrou has provided offensive consistency in a season that has been 
anything but for the Blues. 

In danger of failing: Ivan Barbashev. Breaking through to score 26 goals 
and 60 points a year ago was significant for several reasons, especially 
with the Blues losing David Perron, which left a hole in the lineup. This 
season has seen Barbashev take a step back, as he is on pace to finish 
with 13 goals and 38 points. 
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Grade: C. They're hot. They're cold. They're yes. They're no. They're in. 
They're out. They're up. They're down. The Blues are indeed an old Katy 
Perry lyric, which further illustrates how they came into Jan. 11 just a 
tiebreaker out of the final wild-card spot in a season in which extremes is 
apparently the norm. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 16-22-3 

Points pace: 70 

Preseason over/under: 71.5 

Class president: Cole Caufield. It's tough to choose between Caufield 
and his linemate Nick Suzuki -- because they've both been excellent for 
Montreal -- but Caufield's overall body of work gets the nod. Caufield has 
kept contributing offensively -- even through the Canadiens' recent slump 
-- and has paced Montreal in goals (23 in 40 games) most of this season. 
He brings a youthful energy that can often spark something out of even a 
slumping Montreal club. 

In danger of failing: Mike Hoffman. Montreal's veteran forward put up just 
12 points in 28 games and has been a healthy scratch lately during the 
Canadiens' downturn. It's a time when Hoffman should be part of the 
solution, not a player coach Martin St. Louis is moving out of the lineup. 
But Hoffman has popped in three goals over two months, and while the 
Canadiens' young guys are thriving, Hoffman hasn't been nearly so 
reliable. It's a tough look for the $4.5 million-per-year man. 

Grade: C-. Montreal surprised with a better start than expected based on 
preseason projections. The Canadiens have course-corrected since, and 
slid their way to the division's basement. That's no shock. Sean Monahan 
has been missed while sidelined with a lower-body injury, and now 
Brendan Gallagher and Kaiden Guhle are hurt, too. Those absences 
won't help the Canadiens climb anywhere fast. 

Nashville Predators 

Record: 19-14-6 

Points pace: 92.5 

Preseason over/under: 98.5 

Class president: Juuse Saros. His team allows the fourth most shots per 
60 minutes, the fourth-most scoring chances per 60 and the seventh-
most high-danger chances per 60. Saros' workload is among the most 
demanding in the league and he continues to provide consistency. That 
was especially true in December, when he finished with a .923 save 
percentage. Never mind class president. Make this man the homecoming 
king and prom king, too. 

In danger of failing: Tanner Jeannot. A number of Predators have not 
replicated what they did last season. Jeannot is one of them. Last 
season, he was a rookie 24-goal scorer, and was one of their most 
significant offensive contributors. This season? He has only three goals, 
tied for 13th on a team that's scored the fifth-fewest goals in the NHL. 

Grade: C-. A team that went from being above average in goals is now 
one of the lowest scoring in the league with a power play that is also near 
the bottom. Yet they came into Jan. 11 just one point out of the final wild-
card spot in a conference in which the landscape is always changing. Do 
the Predators return to the playoffs for a ninth straight season or is it 
possible they are on the outside looking in? 

D grades 

Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 13-22-5 

Points pace: 63.6 

Preseason over/under: 63.5 

Class president: Clayton Keller. It's no secret the Coyotes are placing an 
emphasis on their future. Keller is one of the faces, if not the face, of that 
youth movement. What he has done this season has strengthened his 
place as one of the organization's most important players. Keller is 
projected to finish the season with what would be his first 30-goal and/or 
80-point campaign. If that holds, it would be the first 80-point season by a 
Coyotes player in more than two decades. 

In danger of failing: Barrett Hayton. Lately, his production has started to 
increase compared to earlier in the season. Hayton is still 22 years old 
but has yet to reach the heights of what comes with being a top-five pick 
-- with the understanding there is still time. He's on pace to score 24 
points in 82 games, which is what he did last season ... except he met 
that mark in 60 games. 

Grade: D+. Keller's strong season along with the rise of Matias Maccelli 
and J.J. Moser just adds to the Coyotes' foundation. They've helped the 
Coyotes do slightly better than expected, but that could come at a cost. 
The Coyotes are still a lottery team. They're just a lottery team that runs 
the risk of having lesser odds to grab the No. 1 pick compared to other 
teams in a similar position. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 16-18-7 

Points pace: 78 

Preseason over/under: 73.5 

Class president: Travis Konecny. He may not have been selected as 
Philadelphia's initial All-Star, but Konecny has been the Flyers' best, 
most consistent forward. He has already hit the 20-goal mark in just 33 
games, and should swiftly surpass a previous career-high of 24 in 66 tilts. 
Konecny brings the potential for something for fans to cheer every night, 
and that goes a long way for Philadelphia in this trying season. 

In danger of failing: Rasmus Ristolainen. Sure, the defenseman can 
deliver a thundering hit. But two points and a minus-six rating through 32 
games while averaging over 18 minutes likely isn't the return Philadelphia 
sought when signing Ristolainen to a five-year, $25.5 million deal last 
March. While Ristolainen has produced positive moments -- and, as 
mentioned, a few memorable strikes on opponents -- there's more the 
Flyers should expect from a big piece of their blue-line group. 

Grade: D+. Philadelphia was always tracking toward a down season. Yet 
the Flyers haven't been all bad. Carter Hart's play has been admirable, 
and there's been growth from some of the team's youth, including Cam 
York, Morgan Frost and Owen Tippett. If Philadelphia has shied away 
from directly using the "rebuild" term, there is some proof that between 
players already in the lineup and ones in the farm system, the future 
could be rather bright (especially if Philadelphia plays its cards right at 
the trade deadline). 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 12-26-2 

Points pace: 53.3 

Preseason over/under: 81.5 

Class president: Johnny Gaudreau. The winger has continuously 
performed as advertised for the Blue Jackets since making Columbus his 
surprise landing spot last summer. Gaudreau is scoring at a point-per-
game pace, logs nearly 20 minutes per game (second among Blue 
Jackets' forwards), and is a solid power-play contributor. Columbus' 
season may have fallen off track, but Gaudreau offers hopeful potential in 
every shift he takes. 

In danger of failing: Elvis Merzlikins. It's tough to win when the saves 
aren't there, and providing those has been an issue for Merzlikins. The 
veteran's 4-9-0 record comes with an abysmal .861 save percentage and 
4.78 goals-against average, stats both ranking him 65th out of 65 NHL 
goaltenders with at least 10 starts this season. Ouch. Columbus also 
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allowing the second most shots on goal (35.5 per game) doesn't help its 
goaltender succeed, but more was expected from Merzlikins individually 
and he has failed to show up for Columbus with any sort of regularity. 

Grade: D. Columbus has had a nightmarish first half. Injuries have 
repeatedly taken key players from the lineup -- including Patrik Laine 
twice -- and made it seemingly impossible to find a rhythm. At the same 
time, Columbus has appeared to lack confidence and direction. So the 
only way the Blue Jackets have trended is down -- to the bottom of the 
Metropolitan standings, and close to the basement of nearly all the 
league's offensive and defensive categories. The good news? There's 
nowhere to go but up from here in 2023. 

San Jose Sharks 

Record: 13-21-8 

Points pace: 66.4 

Preseason over/under: 73 

Class president: Erik Karlsson. Three points. That is all Karlsson would 
need this season to surpass the amount of points he scored in the past 
two seasons ... combined. Karlsson has returned to being the player that 
made him a two-time Norris Trophy winner with the idea that this season 
could potentially see him add a third one, considering he is on pace to 
score 108 points. 

In danger of failing: Kaapo Kahkonen. He was with the Sharks for 11 
games last season and came away with a 2.86 goals-against average 
and a 916 save percentage. Kahkonen had similar numbers before he 
was traded from the Wild to the Sharks. This season, however, has been 
challenging given he has a 3.79 goals-against average, .869 save 
percentage and the second poorest GSVA in the NHL, at minus-17.6 per 
Money Puck. 

Grade: D. Karlsson could have his most prolific season. Tomas Hertl and 
Timo Meier are averaging nearly a point per game while Logan Couture 
could score 30 goals. But the Sharks are still a team that lacks scoring 
depth while their goaltending has been inconsistent. Looking on the 
optimistic side, they currently have the fifth-best odds for the No. 1 pick. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 17-20-3 

Points pace: 75.9 

Preseason over/under: 92.5 

Class president: Elias Pettersson. The gifted Canucks center is having 
the type of season that comes with being one of the most talented 
forwards in the league. Pettersson is averaging more than a point per 
game, and is on pace to finish with 99 points in a campaign that has 
provided several challenges to a group that came into the season with 
playoff expectations. And while 2022-23 hasn't gone to plan, Pettersson's 
progress could play a part in changing their long-term fortunes going 
forward. 

In danger of failing: Thatcher Demko. It's been a season to forget for the 
former Boston College star who won 33 games last season. A year ago, 
he sported a 10.5 GSVA, only to see that slip to minus-11.2 this season. 
Now Demko is trying to recover from a lower-body injury in the latest 
chapter in what has become the collective multifaceted season from hell 
for the Canucks. 

Grade: D. Barring an unforeseen turnaround, the reality for the Canucks 
is looking ahead to next season and beyond. They've had chances to 
climb the standings -- such as when they were 16-15-3 on Dec. 27 -- only 
to then lose four of their next five games and be eight points out of the 
final wild-card spot. It appears that the future may be the priority for the 
Canucks, considering they are in contention for a lottery spot while 
examining the next course of action for their captain and pending UFA Bo 
Horvat. 

F grades 

Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 12-25-4 

Points pace: 56 

Preseason over/under: 80 

Class president: Troy Terry. He has continued to make progress after 
breaking out last season, tapping into why there were high expectations 
for him coming out of the University of Denver. He's on pace for a 
consecutive season of more than 66 points while averaging a career-high 
20 minutes of ice time per game. A pending restricted free agent, Terry is 
also having the sort of the year that shows why he remains such a big 
part of the Ducks' future plans. 

In danger of failing: Maxime Comtois. Let's stay with the Ducks' future. 
Comtois scored 16 goals and 33 points in 55 games during the 2019-20 
season. It was the sort of production that added more intrigue about what 
the Ducks could be going forward. Since then? He's scored only 11 goals 
and 21 points in 81 games between this season and last season, while 
also seeing a decline in minutes since that 2019-20 campaign. 

Grade: F. There are multiple examples of how this season has not gone 
to plan for the Ducks. But that does not mean it's totally lost. The fact 
they have pending UFAs in John Klingberg and Kevin Shattenkirk means 
they could receive assets before or on trade deadline day. And their 
current trajectory could also see them land what will be only their second 
top-three pick since 2006. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 10-25-4 

Points pace: 44.3 

Preseason over/under: 65.5 

Class president: Max Domi. He is having one of his strongest individual 
campaigns, which has a chance to benefit everyone involved. For Domi, 
a pending unrestricted free agent, he could use this season to cash in on 
his next deal. As for the Blackhawks, it's possible they could parlay 
Domi's success into moving him at the trade deadline. 

In danger of failing: Petr Mrazek. Goaltending is one of a few items that 
has remained an issue for the Blackhawks in the midst of a difficult 
season. What's happened to Mrazek is at the heart of those problems. 
Mrazek has a 4.19 goals-against average, a .878 save percentage and a 
minus-12.1 goals-saved above expected, which is the third-poorest in the 
league among goals with at least 10 games, per Money Puck. 

Grade: F. But that depends upon the perspective. On one hand, they are 
on pace for one of the lowest point totals by a team in the salary-cap era. 
At the same time, they have the strongest odds to land the No. 1 pick 
and have a few pending UFAs who could potentially move at the 
deadline for even more draft capital. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Murray steps up to help Maple Leafs earn dramatic win 
over Predators without Matthews 

 

Ryan Dixon  

 

TORONTO — In a game where the Toronto Maple Leafs were without 
their No. 1 game-breaker, goaltending took centre stage. And the guy in 
Blue and White wound up being one save better than his top-flight 
opponent. 
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Matt Murray made 32 saves — including a stunner or two — John 
Tavares scored for the fourth straight game and Mitch Marner tied a 
franchise record by netting the dramatic game-winner, as the Leafs 
pulled out a 2-1 victory over Juuse Saros and the Nashville Predators on 
Wednesday night at Scotiabank Arena. 

When a player like Auston Matthews is on the sideline — No. 34 was 
ruled out of the lineup for the first time this season with an injury that’s 
not believed to be serious — his presence is missed in any number of 
ways, but perhaps never more so than when a club is trying to beat a hot 
goalie late in the contest on a power play. 

That, naturally, was exactly the situation the Leafs found themselves in, 
locked 1-1 with the Predators, when Nashville’s Mark Jankowski earned 
himself a double-minor for high-sticking Morgan Rielly with fewer than 
five minutes to go in the third period. Toronto had gone 0-for-3 with the 
man advantage to that point in the game and really didn’t get much going 
against Saros and a terrific Nashville penalty-killing unit through the first 
half of Jankowski’s sentence. 

But when Predators defenceman Alexandre Carrier lost his stick in 
pursuit of Tavares, the Buds went to work. Tavares sent a pass from 
behind the net to Nylander at the top of the right circle. No. 88 showed 
shot just for just a moment before sliding a pass over to Marner, who 
made sure to take a beat before whipping the puck past a sprawling 
Saros with 1:15 to go in the third stanza. 

“I'm just trying not to get that [shot] blocked or get that save to be on a 
highlight reel,” said Marner, who equalled Darryl Sittler’s team record by 
recording a point in his 18th consecutive home outing. “Just trying to put 
it in the net and luckily was as able to.” 

Yes, it took a lot to get one past either stopper on this night. Tanner 
Jeannot learned that early on when the Nashville right winger had 
multiple attempts denied by Murray on the same sequence. First, he was 
blocked by Murray’s glove hand on a breakaway. 

Then, moments later, he was standing all by himself at the side of the 
Leafs crease when a pass he seemed destined to one-time home made 
its way to his blade. That’s when Murray — facing the wrong way, no less 
— splayed out like vintage Dominik Hasek to take a sure goal away. 
“That was a bit of a crazy play,” Murray said. “I just kind of got spun 
around — there was some contact after the first shot— so I was looking 
over my shoulder and saw the guy made a pass down to the back door, 
so I knew I just had to kind of get something over there.” 

Eye-popping as that save with an outstretched arm was, Murray made 
several others in the first period to keep Nashville off the board. He 
stoned Cody Glass on a great power-play look from the slot and thwarted 
Nino Niederreiter on a re-direct from in tight. 

That allowed Toronto to take a 1-0 lead late in the opening frame when 
Nylander grabbed a puck at the blue line Timothy Liljegren had sent up 
ice after a Predators turnover in the neutral zone. Coming in on a 2-on-1 
with Tavares, Nylander danced around Carrier, but the puck trickled off 
his stick just as he cleared the Nashville defenceman. Not to worry, 
though, as Tavares was standing in the perfect spot to reach back and 
swish it past Saros on the backhand. 

The goal was Tavares’ fifth in his past four contests and 20th of the 
season. The Leafs captain now has more 20-goal seasons on his resume 
(13) than every active player save Washington Capitals sniper Alex 
Ovechkin (14). 

“Scoring always is great and always means something, so just want to 
continue to help the team,” Tavares said. 

It took another white-hot scorer to get one past Murray just 1:46 in the 
second. Preds left winger Filip Forsberg showed off the filthy hands that 
have helped him score eight times in his past eight games when he took 
a pass from Juuso Parssinen after the Leafs had failed to clear the zone. 
Standing all alone in front of Murray, Forsberg easily could have chosen 
to attempt a one-timer to get the puck over the line. Instead, he coolly 

sucked it from right to left and flicked a backhander past the helpless 
Leafs goalie. 

Between that goal and Marner’s eventual winner, there wasn’t a lot to 
choose between the clubs as both sides tried to scratch out the goal-
ahead tally. “There wasn't a lot of ice, wasn't a lot of plays to be made,” 
Marner said. “But I thought we just stuck with our game plan of being 
hard to play through the neutral zone, trying to get back quickly on pucks 
make plays to get out of our zone and I thought our D did a great job with 
their gaps, just really being up tight, turning a lot of plays away and our 
forwards were there for the back pressure we needed.” 

One of the guys who was hustling up and down all night was Bobby 
McMann. With Matthews out, the 26-year-old played his first NHL game 
fresh after being named American Hockey League player of the week 
with the Toronto Marlies. “He was really competitive on the puck, had a 
couple scoring chances himself, created one or two for others and just 
played a real solid game for a guy in his debut,” said Toronto coach 
Sheldon Keefe, whose team has won three straight games and will 
immediately turn around and face the Red Wings in Detroit Thursday 
night. 

Of course, nobody was more deserving of praise against the Preds than 
Murray, who made a couple more big-time stops in the third to guide this 
one home. “Obviously their guy on the other end is playing really well too, 
it's an elite goalie so you need to match and save for save,” Keefe said of 
his stopper. “I’m not sure there's been a game [this year] where I've left 
thinking the goaltender won us the game. And in a lot of ways, you could 
say that here tonight.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / The Oilers took care of business in Anaheim, now can 
they build off it? 

 

Mark Spector  

 

ANAHEIM — If you had to call it something, how about this: Taking care 
of business.  

The Anaheim Ducks are as legit an entry into the Connor Bedard 
sweepstakes as there is in the National Hockey League, but they took 
two points out of Edmonton the last time these teams met. So when you 
are Edmonton, coming off a bad night in Los(s) Angeles, it was 
imperative that you put the pedal down on the woeful waterfowl of 
Anaheim.  

Mission accomplished, in an easy 6-2 win.  

“It's a tight race,” began Connor McDavid, who had an extra gear 
Wednesday on a 1-1-2 night with eight shots on goal. “I’ve been saying 
this all year: someone's going to put a stretch together. L.A.’s done that, 
Seattle as well. So it's a big opportunity for us to respond.”  

One in a row is better than the alternative, and with games in San Jose 
and Las Vegas left on this trip, there’s no better time to start building a 
game that has some consistency to it.  

No one was beating their chest after that win at the Honda Center, but 
this was like a cold drink in the desert for an Oilers team that hasn’t been 
scoring the way it’s used to, and hasn’t defended very well either. The 
Oilers led 2-0 just 4:38 into the night, and 4-1 by the first intermission.  

“It's important to have a good start … especially against a young group,” 
said McDavid. “Get on top of them early. Make sure that they know it's 
going to be a hard night.”  
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The penalty-killing units that surrendered four goals against the Kings 
were perfect in three attempts in Anaheim, and the 0-for-6 power play 
scored once in three tries. With McDavid and Leon Draisaitl each scoring 
once, Edmonton still got to six, thanks to some depth scoring from Klim 
Kostin’s pair and singles by Dylan Holloway and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins’ 
20th.  

Head coach Jay Woodcroft thought the three scraps his team had in 
Period 3 of the Kings game, a season-high, bled into this one.  

“What I really liked about our team was their push and fight and passion 
for each other in that third period in L.A. I thought that went into tonight's 
game,” Woodcroft said. “We controlled the play from the start, got 
contributions from lots of different people and special teams were 
excellent tonight. The recipe is a good one for us.”  

It's funny: The Oilers outshot Anaheim 49-17 at home and lost 4-3 to the 
Ducks on Dec. 17. Here in Anaheim they outshot the Ducks 53-23 and 
win 6-2. That ties a team record for shots on goal in a road game, 
equalling the mark set against the Colorado Rockies back in 1981.  

“There's not any rhyme or reason to this game sometimes,” smiled 
McDavid. “Sometimes you run into a hot goalie, and other nights the 
puck just kind of bounces in and around and finds a way in the net 
somehow. It’s just important to get in the win column.”  

In a season where the youngsters haven’t helped nearly as much as 
hoped — guys like Even Bouchard, Jesse Puljujarvi, Ryan McLeod and 
Kailer Yamamoto — a pair of young players are emerging as the Oilers 
set sail into the second half of the season.  

Kostin has five goals in his past seven games, and the rookie Holloway 
stepped up onto McDavid’s wing and made an immediate impact with a 
goal. You never know where the support scoring is going to come from 
— or if it will come at all. But teams that make the playoffs get goals from 
support players, and it’s not too late for a few to start helping the cause in 
Edmonton.  

“(Holloway) skates really well, and you can see his confidence growing,” 
McDavid said. “That's the main thing — he's wanting the puck, holding on 
to the puck , winning battles and making plays like we saw early in the 
year.”  

Bouchard has four assists and is plus-5 in the first two games of this road 
trip, as he tried to turn his season around in the second half. And McLeod 
was all around the net but lacked finish Wednesday — he had one 
against the Kings and could have had two more here.  

Then there is Kostin, who had a pair of two-goal games but no hat tricks 
yet. He rang one off the iron late against the Ducks.  

“I don’t deserve a hat trick yet. I have to work a little harder,” he 
deadpanned.  

You can see his game coming, but will his team follow suit?  

The Oilers need to win more than one in a row to close ground on Seattle 
and L.A. Or keep pace with the Flames, for that matter.  

“It would be nice, but we need to work for it,” Kostin declared. “We need 
to put in the effort and play smart.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Cheveldayoff remains calculated, but sees 
opportunity as deadline looms 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

BUFFALO - There were no victory laps or bold statements about pushing 
all of his collective chips into the centre of the table for an all-in bet. 

No self-assured patting on the back or even a hint of an "I told you" 
directed at the crowd that wondered aloud why Winnipeg Jets general 
manager Kevin Cheveldayoff wasn’t able to make a bunch of trades 
involving core pieces last summer after a highly underwhelming season. 

As Cheveldayoff spent more than 32 minutes providing his semi-annual 
state of the union question and answer session with three travelling 
reporters on Wednesday, he handled the exchange by following a 
recognizable playbook and one that kept most of his cards close to the 
proverbial vest. 

There was plenty of praise offered to a group that has reached the 
midway point of the NHL season with a record of 26-14-1 and is battling 
for top spot in both the Central Division and the Western Conference. 

There was also a not-so-subtle reminder that things are about to ramp up 
quickly, and that the toughest tests are still on the horizon, even if the 
Jets are getting closer to full health. 

But if you were looking for breaking news about possible trade targets or 
updates on potential contract extensions, you’ve come to the wrong 
place. 

Cheveldayoff quite simply doesn’t do his negotiating in the public 
spectrum and he’s not about to reveal his possible trade targets to the 
GMs he will be calling to try and make a deal with during the coming 
weeks. 

That’s not how he operates. 

When the topic of potentially having four key pieces - goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck, centres Mark Scheifele and Pierre-Luc Dubois and veteran 
right-winger Blake Wheeler - that could potentially become unrestricted 
free agents at the same time in the summer of 2024 was raised, 
Cheveldayoff didn’t bother getting swept away by the calls for more 
urgent actions when it comes to bolstering the roster for a potential run. 

“I think you have to just seize the moment. You don’t know where the 
future is going to go on a lot of different fronts - the cap, contracts, 
injuries,” said Cheveldayoff. “But one thing about this game is when you 
have an opportunity, you should try and take it. 

“Our focus right now is on the now. Behind the scenes, my staff and I are 
always looking at the future because as a general manager, you always 
have to kind of have panoramic vision, you can’t just solely be stuck on 
the moment right now. Again, there’s lots of things that go on in my 
world, behind the scenes. But in the front office, in the front of the store 
here, it’s business as usual and let’s get the job done.” 

As the conversation continued, Cheveldayoff did provide a reminder that 
when the Jets found themselves in similar positions during season’s past, 
they weren’t afraid to go out and make moves they felt improved the 
hockey club. 

That doesn’t mean the Jets will be shopping in the high-rent district, nor 
does it mean they’ll be limited to the discount or bargain-basement aisle 
either. 

“The hard part sitting here right now, first and foremost you have to be in 
that position to do it,” said Cheveldayoff. “I’m hesitant to say things, do 
things, make proclamations because we’ve done nothing yet. We’re at 
Game 41 here and there’s a lot of work ahead of us. One thing, we’ve not 
been afraid to spend money. We’ve not been afraid to spend draft 
capital. We haven’t had to spend prospect capital. 

“But you take a look, if you’re fortunate enough to be in that situation 
where you think there’s pieces you can add or want to add and are able 
to add, you look seriously at it. We’ll start our series of meetings here 
next week on the amateur side, we’ll get through that on the pro side. It’s 
that time of the year for all teams. You’ll be prepared, but you won’t know 
what you’re going to be prepared for yet.”  
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The Jets have both the prospects and draft pick capital available to them 
to be shopping in whatever aisle they choose. 

The more difficult decision comes down to striking that balance between 
being cognizant of how teams that have enjoyed some recent success 
handled the trade deadline, while also identifying why or why not those 
types of moves might be worth making. 

One change from recent years is that the Jets should have a bit more 
salary cap space to work with, since they’re not currently one of the 17 
teams that are in long term injured reserve. 

“Certainly, it makes life easier when you’re accruing cap space as 
opposed to when you have a defined number in LTI. We’re fortunate in 
that regard,” said Cheveldayoff, whose club currently projects to have the 
ability to accrue enough space to add up to nearly $7.4 million in AAV as 
of the Mar. 3 deadline. “We got very close to having to get into LTI when 
we had the various (seven) guys out. It just gives you different options, 
but we will see how things play out.”  

The biggest change the Jets made this past offseason was hiring Rick 
Bowness after a lengthy and exhaustive head coaching search that 
featured several twists and turns before the final decision was made. 

The impact of Bowness and his coaching staff is undeniable and 
Cheveldayoff joined the chorus of those heaping praise his way. 

“Well it’s not shocking to me. One thing Rick is is he’s very authentic,” 
said Cheveldayoff. “When you do your due diligence and talk to different 
people about him, what you see is what you get. He’s a very positive 
person, a very intense person. He communicates well, has a passion for 
the game that he wears on his sleeve. 

“Heck, he’s been behind the bench for 2,600 games in the National 
Hockey League. It’s just putting that into perspective, and what he’s 
learned along the way. Yet the first thing he’ll say coming out of his 
mouth is he’s still got to grow, he’s still got to get better. That’s what 
drives him. We also had a group of players that wanted to have a guy 
that would hold them accountable. And was going to be direct with them 
and honest, all those sorts of things.” 

That direct approach has allowed a number of Jets players to get off to 
outstanding individual starts, including star performances from the likes 
of goalie Connor Hellebuyck, sniper Kyle Connor, Dubois, Scheifele and 
defenceman Josh Morrissey. 

“I do believe elite athletes always have more to give,” said Chevelayoff. 
“You talk about these players that achieve greatness, it’s about pushing 
themselves. It’s about the right buttons being pushed.” 

Cheveldayoff also recognized the contributions Wheeler has made both 
on and off the ice throughout the first half after he was stripped of the 
captaincy one week prior to training camp. 

“He’s been just an unbelievable pro and an unbelievable person,” said 
Cheveldayoff. “We are not in this situation right now if it’s not for his 
leadership.” 

Whether or not the Jets can keep up this pace during the second half 
remains to be seen, but they’ve set the foundation for what figures to be 
a highly-entertaining 41 games - the next one coming on Thursday 
against the high-scoring Buffalo Sabres. 

The other interesting thing about the NHL so far this season is that the 
Boston Bruins are the only team that’s managed to create significant 
separation at the top of the standings. 

Although the reigning Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche reside 
in the Western Conference and figure to be a factor before all is said and 
done, they’ve endured a number of injuries and currently sit just below 
the playoff line. 

The Jets are battling tooth and nail with the Dallas Stars, Vegas Golden 
Knights, Los Angeles Kings and several other squads trying to push into 
the upper echelon. 

In short, the West looks more wide open than it has in recent years - 
which could end up being another reason the Jets end up trying to go for 
it. 

“Pushing everyone else aside and all that other noise, I think that mindset 
has always been there,” said Cheveldayoff. “This group, and what we 
talked about when we left Banff (was) ‘what are we capable of?’ Let’s 
keep the outside noise outside and let’s care for each other and play for 
each other and let’s see what we’re capable of.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.12.2023 

1209302 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Can the Kraken outlast Oilers, Flames in second half 
playoff race? 

 

Adam Vingan  

 

Kraken racking up the goals and making postseason believers of us all 

The HC panel wraps up the Kraken and Predators victories in Canada, 
where Vince Dunn and Seattle looks like the real deal this season, 
winning in Montreal and making believers of everyone, and Jusse Saros 
shutting the door on the Senators in Ottawa. 

The Seattle Kraken rang in the new year by tearing through Canada, 
outscoring the Oilers, Maple Leafs, Senators and Canadiens 22-7 in four 
wins. Overall, they have won six consecutive games by a combined 
score of 30-11. 

In their second season, the Kraken have turned into an offensive 
powerhouse, ranking third in the NHL with 3.68 goals per game — a full 
goal more than they averaged a year ago. Their goal differential has 
swung from minus-69 to plus-22.  

As we arrive at the midway point of the season, Seattle is in third place in 
the Pacific Division, five points ahead of Calgary and seven ahead of 
Edmonton with two games in hand on both. 

The Flames’ and Oilers’ playoff hopes most likely hinge on the Kraken 
falling off down the stretch. What are the chances of that happening? 

There are reasons to be skeptical of the Kraken’s turnaround, starting 
with their offence. The Kraken, whose 106 goals at 5-on-5 lead the NHL, 
have scored around 28 more goals than expected in that situation — by 
far the most in the league. The Canucks are the next-closest team at 
around 21 goals above expected. 

Seattle added a couple of high-end finishers this season, leading to a 
more balanced attack that features 10 players with at least 20 points. 
Two others — Oliver Bjorkstrand and Alex Wennberg — have 19 points.  

Free-agent signing Andre Burakovsky is on pace for a career-high 23 
goals and 72 points. Rookie phenom Matty Beniers, who leads all first-
year players with 16 goals, has scored on 17.5 per cent of his 5-on-5 
shots over 50 games since debuting late last season. 

That alone, though, does not explain the Kraken’s offensive explosion. In 
fact, their overall shot quality on a per-game basis is slightly weaker than 
it was last season, when they finished tied for 28th in total goals. 

The Kraken are an opportunistic bunch. They have scored a league-
leading 50 goals within 10 seconds of a turnover. That quick-strike 
offence has helped ward off regression. 

It is possible that the Kraken continue to ride this momentum for the rest 
of the season, but what if the offence dries up? Should we expect leading 
goal-scorer Jared McCann, for example, to keep scoring at a 26.4 per 
cent clip, more than double his career average? It seems unlikely. 
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The Kraken are 0-10-1 when scoring two or fewer goals — one of six 
teams without a win under those circumstances and, along with the 
Flames, one of two in a playoff spot. 

Defensively, Seattle is slightly below average at 5-on-5, ranking 21st with 
1.88 expected goals against per game. That is the worst mark among 
teams in a playoff position. 

Goaltending remains the biggest area of concern. The Kraken’s .892 
save percentage in all situations is identical to last season’s, though their 
5-on-5 percentage has improved from .901 to .917. The difference this 
season is that the Kraken are outscoring their defensive issues. 

Halfway through the season, the Kraken have banked enough points to 
withstand a  rough patch, but they can be caught. Their 22.0 per cent 
power play is right around league average (22.2 per cent), and their 69.5 
per cent penalty kill is well below it (77.7 per cent). 

The Flames and Oilers, of course, have to get their games in order. If 
they do, things in the Pacific Division could get interesting. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews out with undisclosed injury as Leafs prepare for 
Predators 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Top-line centre Auston Matthews will miss his first game of the season 
due to an undisclosed injury.  

"It's something that's been lingering for a while," said coach Sheldon 
Keefe.  

After missing Tuesday's practice, Matthews returned to the ice on 
Wednesday.  

"He's day-to-day," Keefe said. "He's out there putting in lots of work so 
he's clearly not too far away. He's improving daily. We'll see where he's 
at tomorrow." 

The Leafs play in Detroit on Thursday before wrapping up a road trip on 
Saturday in Boston.  

The Predators, who have won a season-high four straight games, will 
look to take advantage of the absence of the reigning Hart Trophy winner 
on Wednesday.  

"Auston's a guy you can't replace," said Nashville coach John Hynes. 
"He's one of the most talented players in the league. But they're a good 
team for a reason. Auston's a huge part of that, but they have other good 
players. I think they play a good team game." 

The Leafs won seven of the nine games that Matthews missed last 
season.  

"You take a big head of the monster out, but you still have four, five 
more," noted Predators forward Matt Duchene. "It doesn't change how 
we look at things going into tonight."  

--- 

With Matthews out, William Nylander moves to the middle on the top line. 
It will be his second start at centre this season and first since Oct. 30 in 
Anaheim. 

"It's nice to get in the middle sometimes," Nylander told reporters 
following Tuesday's practice. "Get a little more puck touches." 

Nylander has been held without a point in three straight games, which is 
his longest drought of the season.  

"Past couple games I haven't been playing the best of my ability, so will 
try and get back to my game," he said.  

On pace for a career high in goals (44) and points (90), Nylander has 
become a better self-evaluator this season.  

"When I spoke to him about the possibility of playing centre he said, 'It's 
going to force me to move my feet again, which I think is a really good 
thing,'" revealed Keefe. "So, he's conscious of it and that's a very positive 
thing in terms of his development and recognizing where he's at and not 
being satisfied with the fact he's had a very good season. When it slips a 
little bit, he's looking to bring it right back." 

Nylander's improved defensive play should make moving to the middle 
an easier transition. He's plus-14 this season, which is up from minus-
nine a year ago.  

"He's putting that extra stride in, I feel like, this year," observed 
defenceman Rasmus Sandin. "He makes it easy for the rest of the 
players. The skill that he has everyone knows about, but the work ethic 
that he has now too, he's helping out teammates. He's making it easier 
for us d-men to play our game. When you play good defence that 
transfers into offence as well." 

Pierre Engvall will move up to the winger spot on that line with Nylander 
and Michael Bunting. Keefe said Engvall will absorb some of the down-
low duties in the defensive zone.  

"He's played some centre for us," Keefe said. "I suspect he'll spend some 
time there and they'll interchange a little bit." 
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Seeking a spark, Nylander moves to the middle 

With Auston Matthews sidelined tonight against the Predators, William 
Nylander will be playing centre on a line with Michael Bunting and Pierre 
Engvall. 

--- 

Bobby McMann, who played four games in the ECHL last season, will 
make his NHL debut at age 26.  

"I always had that belief," the native of Wainwright, Alta. said. 
"Sometimes you have the doubt day-to-day ... but it's something I've 
wanted my whole life and dreamed of, so I just stuck with and persevered 
with the grind and the workouts and the skates. I just trusted that 
eventually it might come around and it might work out for me." 

Even after departing Wednesday's morning skate, McMann wasn't 100 
per cent sure he would be playing. He didn't want to take anything for 
granted.  

"It's nice it's short notice," he said. "It's good and bad, I guess. You want 
to prepare, but you don't want to overthink or read into it too much." 

McMann has racked up 15 points in 14 games since returning from a 
groin injury on Dec. 2. He was just named the American Hockey 
League's player of the week.  

"He's at his best when he's moving his feet and skating," said Keefe. 
"Big, strong guy, who's found a way to really make his mark very quickly 
at the AHL level." 

The Leafs signed the undrafted 6-foot-2 McMann in 2020 after he 
spent four years at Colgate University. He broke the Marlies rookie goal-
scoring record last season with 24 tallies in 61 games.  

"He's an older guy coming out of college, but he doesn't have a great 
deal of experience at the pro level," Keefe said. "Yet that didn't faze him 
in adjusting to the AHL. He's now had a camp and some exhibition 
games with us, so the hope is he can make an impact right away. It's a 
great opportunity for a player like him that has really stuck with it, worked 
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incredibly hard, been a valuable member of the organization and 
now gets rewarded tonight."  

McMann will slot in on the third line with David Kampf and Alex Kerfoot.   

"I fit in well," said McMann of the assignment. "Those guys are both 
smart players. They play really well defensively. That's part of the game 
that I can look to them to help support me with. We can be a strong line 
that moves the puck to the offensive zone, transports the puck, and 
hopefully I can look for them and they can make some plays." 

Matthews out with nagging issue; McMann, 26, makes NHL debut 

Auston Matthews will miss tonight's game against the Predators with 
something that has ''been bothering him for a while.'' Reigning AHL 
Player of the Week Bobby McCann will make his NHL debut for the Leafs 
in Matthews' absence. 

--- 

The Leafs are starting their Dads Trip on Wednesday night.  

"He doesn't know that," a smiling McMann said of his father, Cecil. "I was 
just informed that he will be going on the trip, so that will be a nice 
surprise for him off the plane." 

This type of trip hasn't happened since the pandemic started.  

"I'm really excited to have my dad here," said Bunting. "He's a Toronto 
boy. This is his Super Bowl or his Stanley Cup. Once I told him, he sent 
his form in like 10 minutes after. It will be cool to experience this with him. 
He grew up a Leafs fan." 

Bunting is hoping his dad's presence will help him snap a three-game 
point drought.  

"We have a superstition that he actually doesn't talk to me at all on game 
days, so it will be weird now with him around," Bunting said. "It happened 
a few years ago and maybe it wasn’t going my way or something and 
he's like, 'I'm not going to talk to you,' and I ended up having a good 
game and we just kept it going. Now, he'll be with me on game day, so 
we'll let this one slide." 

The dads will watch Wednesday's game before boarding the charter flight 
for Detroit.  

"He's pretty nervous watching," said Sandin of dad, Patric. "He's pretty 
different from me, I guess. He's pretty into it. I don't think he's missed a 
game since I came over here. Since I played in the Soo, he's up every 
night watching every game ... We usually put up pretty good results when 
he's in town, so hopefully we can get the same results this time." 

It's his Super Bowl: Leafs look to put on a show as Dad's Trip opens 

Some of the fathers of current Maple Leafs gathered at Scotiabank Arena 
on Wednesday morning to watch their sons practice ahead of the 
upcoming Dad's Trip. Members of the team discussed what the annual 
trip means to them. 

--- 

Calle Jarnkrok will be facing his old team for the fifth time.  

"It's always special to play these guys," the soft-spoken Swede said. "My 
kids were born there, so it will always be a special place." 

Jarnkrok played 508 games with Nashville over eight years.  

"He's an awesome guy," said Predators leading scorer Filip Forsberg. "I 
went over to his place yesterday. He made meatballs for me 
and [Mattias] Ekholm to keep the Swedish meatballs tradition alive." 

Since returning from a groin injury on Dec. 20, Jarnkrok has piled up 11 
points in nine games. He's fitting in nicely on the second line beside 
Mitch Marner and John Tavares.  

"Playing with those two guys is great for him, but he also makes those 
two guys better as well," stressed Forsberg. 

How?   

"Just his smartness," Forsberg said. "He's probably one of the smartest 
guys in the league. He can skate really well, so he can play fast hockey. 
Fast hands. Underrated offence. He was all offence before he moved 
over here [from Sweden] and got slotted into that third-line role. He does 
a little bit of everything." 

Jarnkrok's career high in the NHL is 16 goals, which he set in the 2015-
16 season. He's already scored nine goals in 34 games with the Leafs. 
Forsberg says the 31-year-old has yet to reach his offensive potential in 
North America.  

"I don't think he's touched that," Forsberg said. "It's funny, because even 
on our team he started on the fourth line almost every year and by the 
end of the year he was on the second or first line. That's a just credit to 
his game. He's almost too versatile for his own good sometimes. You 
know, coaches can use him anywhere and it kind of hurts him, but great 
to see his offence." 

Leafs Ice Chips: 'Underrated offence' keeps Jarnkrok on Tavares line 

Calle Jarnkrok will take on his former Predators team for the fifth time 
tonight when Toronto faces off against Nashville. The 31-year-old 
forward has registered 11 points in nine games since returning from a 
groin injury on December 20th, and is fitting in quite nicely beside John 
Tavares and Mitch Marner. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Predators goalie Juuse Saros has a personal four-game win streak going 
with a .956 save percentage during the surge.  

"He's physically fit, so his ability to move lateral and compete on pucks 
and have competitive stamina as the game goes on is really important," 
said Hynes. "The other part is he's such a student of the game. The thing 
that really separates him, in my opinion, is his competitiveness, but also 
his ability to read the game. He can see east-west plays. He studies the 
game."  

Saros excels despite standing just 5-foot-11. He's the shortest No. 1 
goalie in the league.  

"His speed is insane," raved Duchene. "He's so fast side to side. You'll 
think he's out of a play and he doesn't just stop it, it hits him right in the 
middle of the chest. His lateral movement is as good as anybody I've 
ever seen and probably the best in the world."  

Saros stopped all 38 shots faced in Ottawa on Monday for his first 
shutout of the season. He stopped 64 of 67 shots in a win over the 
Carolina Hurricanes last Thursday. He's the first goalie in over 27 years 
with 102 combined saves in consecutive starts. 

"He gives their team confidence," said Keefe. "Defensively, it gives them 
a little more confidence to play the way that they do in terms of how their 
D push the pace up the ice. They're very active, very involved in the 
offence. He cleans up a lot for them. It's the foundation, really, of any 
successful team, is to have reliable goaltending and they've certainly had 
that not just this year but for a number of years now."  

Saros is 1-1-0 with a .932 save percentage in his career against the 
Leafs.  

On the Leafs roster, Tavares (four games) and Kampf (10 games) lead 
the way with three career goals against Saros.  

"He's one of the hardest-working goalies I've ever been around," said 
Jarnkrok, who has scored once on his former teammate. "He's smaller 
size, but works twice as hard as everyone else." 

Matt Murray didn't take part in Toronto's skate on Wednesday and is 
expected to start against Nashville. 
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Leafs aim to solve surging Saros 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 12, 2023 

 

Juuse Saros set a Predators record last Thursday when he made an 
astounding 64 saves in a win over the Hurricanes. The Maple Leafs will 
be trying to solve the goaltender tonight who is listed as the shortest 
goalie in the NHL. 

--- 

Projected Leafs lines for Wednesday's game:  

Bunting - Nylander - Engvall  

Jarnkrok - Tavares - Marner  

Kerfoot - Kampf - McMann  

Aston-Reese - Holmberg - Hunt  

Rielly - Holl  

Giordano - Timmins  

Sandin - Liljegren 

Murray  

Samsonov 
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