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Five Carolina Hurricanes questions to answer over the second half of the season

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes have turned the corner on the 2022-23 
season, posting a 26-9-7 record through their first 42 games 
after beating the Blue Jackets on Thursday to end a four-
game winless streak and give Rod Brind’Amour his 200th 
career coaching victory. 
 
That made Brind’Amour, in his fifth season on the Carolina 
bench, the third-fastest coach to that milestone. Only Dan 
Bylsma (who got his 200th win in 316 games with Pittsburgh) 
and Bruce Boudreau (326 games with Washington) reached 
the mark faster than Brind’Amour’s 330 games. 
 
The coach isn’t one to look back — and he’s even less likely 
to look forward. So I might as well do it for him. 
 
The Hurricanes are a lock for the playoffs, so the rest of the 
regular season is about securing home ice and answering 
these five key questions. 
 
Who are the goalies? 
 
After being named the NHL’s Rookie of the Month for 
December, Pyotr Kochetkov has cooled off. 
 
He was recalled when Frederik Andersen left practice with 
an injury on Nov. 8, opening the door for the Russian rookie 
to shine. 
 
He did, going 10-1-4 through the end of the calendar year, 
including 7-0-1 with a .939 save percentage and 1.63 goals-
against average in December. 
 
Then, Kochetkov suffered an injury of his own — he was 
healthy enough to back up, but Antti Raanta got five straight 
starts until Kochetkov got his first start in two weeks on Jan. 
3. 
 
Kochetkov has allowed four goals in each of his three starts 
since his return, and his total of 12 goals allowed matched 
the dozen he gave up in eight December appearances. 
Since the calendar flipped to 2023, Kochetkov is 0-3-0 with 
an .842 save percentage and a 4.07 goals-against average. 
 
Despite a 10-2-3 overall record, Raanta’s numbers this 
season stand out for all the wrong reasons. His .894 save 
percentage is below the league-wide .900, and he’s allowed 
at least three goals in six of his last eight appearances. The 
two he didn’t were consecutive shutouts while Kochetkov 
was nursing his injury. 
 
Which brings us back to Andersen. His numbers were worse 
than Raanta’s before he was injured. But after a prolonged 
recovery, Andersen looked more like the goalie who finished 

fourth in Vezina Trophy voting last year when he stopped 21 
of 23 shots in Carolina’s win in Columbus. 
 
Brind’Amour and the Hurricanes now have several scenarios 
from which to choose. 
 
The first is to go back to the tandem that started the season, 
and reassign Kochetkov to AHL Chicago. He would still be 
available if needed, and the rookie could reset and perhaps 
find the form that made him so good in December. 
 
Carolina could also carry three goalies. It’s not ideal for a lot 
of reasons — it makes for awkward practices and a cramped 
locker room, and it will also become a running question that 
Brind’Amour doesn’t want to address. 
 
But there are positives as well. Kochetkov would get to work 
closely with goalie coach Paul Schonfelder to rediscover his 
game — the rookie’s love of the poke check has perhaps 
exposed some weakness with his five-hole coverage — and 
he could provide more down time for a veteran tandem that 
has proven to be injury-prone. 
 
The third option is probably the least likely, which is to trade 
away a goalie. It certainly won’t be Kochetkov, and 
Andersen’s contract and the uncertainty around his durability 
make him a tough sell. Even trading Raanta as he struggles 
would leave questionable organizational depth and also take 
a well-liked player out of the room. 
 
The key will be how Andersen performs and if he can stay 
healthy. 
 
Can they patch up Pacioretty? 
 
Max Pacioretty is another player who had some hard-luck 
injuries but is now on the verge of being labeled injury-prone. 
 
After three encouraging games since returning from Achilles 
surgery, Pacioretty left the game on Thursday with an 
unrelated lower-body injury. He’s proven to be an ideal fit in 
his brief stint with the Hurricanes, scoring three goals while 
putting 13 shots on goal in his first three games — 4.3 shots 
per game, which is on par with what the top shot-generators 
in the NHL produce. 
 
The question now becomes, can Pacioretty stay in the 
lineup? He’s said the Achilles injury hasn’t impacted his play, 
adding that he hadn’t even noticed it following his first game 
back. But his early departure Thursday, coupled with a core 
injury he suffered after coming back from wrist surgery last 
season with Vegas, does sound alarm bells that 900-plus 
regular-season and playoff games have worn some of the 
tread off Pacioretty’s tires. 
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The silver lining is that Carolina doesn’t have to rush 
Pacioretty — or anyone, really, as exhibited by Andersen’s 
slow recovery — with a playoff spot seemingly secure. 
 
Will Necas and Svechnikov keep it up? 
 
Andrei Svechnikov is headed to the All-Star Game and the 
Hurricanes’ social media team is pushing for Martin Necas to 
join him. Both deserve to be there, given their contributions 
in the first half of the season. 
 
Necas leads the team in points by combining game-breaking 
scoring ability with elite passing vision. Svechnikov has 19 
goals and, when coupled with Pacioretty, gives Carolina two 
rugged left wings who can hurt opponents with their shot or 
their physicality. There aren’t too many things more 
demoralizing for a defenseman stuck in his end on a long 
shift than to see Pacioretty skate off the ice and Svechnikov 
hop on to continue the onslaught. 
 
Both Necas and Svechnikov will need to show they can 
continue dominating over an 82-game season. 
 
Necas’ season has been pretty even: He had 13, 12 and 10 
points, respectively, in the first three months of the season 
and is contributing both at even strength and on the power 
play. 
 
Svechnikov’s season, however, has been more of a roller 
coaster. He had 24 points, including 14 goals, in the first 23 
games of the year, but Svechnikov has since totaled five 
goals and 10 points in the next 19 and doesn’t have a goal in 
his last six. 
 
Furthermore, Svechnikov’s drought has coincided with a 
propensity to take more penalties. After totaling only 20 PIMs 
in the first 35 games of the year, he has 14 in the last seven 
games. While it may seem like a coincidence, it is worth 
noting that Svechnikov has scored at least one goal in 14 
games this season and taken a penalty in only two of those 
games. He also has just seven points in the 14 games when 
he’s spent time in the box. 
 
What happens at second-line center? 
 
In what seems like a never-ending soap opera, the 
Hurricanes’ biggest question on its forward lines is who 
centers Svechnikov and Necas. 
 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi started the season there before giving 
way to veteran Paul Stastny. Both players have good 
underlying numbers, but neither has been able to 
accumulate many points while playing with arguably 
Carolina’s two most dangerous wingers. 
 
Kotkaniemi has gotten more shots on net and has seven 
goals to Stastny’s two, but the Finnish center has assisted on 
just one goal by the wingers (a Svechnikov goal on Oct. 17). 
Stastny has points on five goals by the tandem. 
 
The other option is the Hurricanes seeking an upgrade 
ahead of the trade deadline. I’m already on the record that I 

don’t think that’s the front office’s plan, so one of these two 
will likely need to seize the role. 
 
One thing to consider: Kotkaniemi has nine points in his last 
11 games. Does that mean he’s trending toward reclaiming 
the No. 2 center spot, or is he proving he can be most 
effective in a bottom-six role? 
 
Is the third pairing stable? 
 
The biggest question of all may be whether or not Carolina’s 
third pairing can be successful in the postseason. The Dylan 
Coghlan experiment hit another roadblock with a tough 
performance against New Jersey on Tuesday, making the 
need for at least some added depth a necessity. 
 
But do the Hurricanes need to upgrade one or both of Calvin 
de Haan and Jalen Chatfield? 
 
De Haan actually has the best underlying numbers of his 
career, and what he lacks in foot speed he makes up for in 
positioning and 500-plus games of experience. He’s also a 
veteran looking for his first Stanley Cup, a dynamic that 
Brind’Amour often cites as valuable. 
 
Chatfield is a late bloomer and a perfect complement to de 
Haan. At age 26, he’s getting his first chance at being a full-
time NHL defenseman and has run with it. He dedicated 
himself to being reliable in his own end first — he is surely up 
there with Jaccob Slavin in the “hustle back to help his 
partner” count this year — and is starting to show some 
offensive flair. 
 
After not scoring in his first 66 career NHL games, Chatfield 
has three goals in his last 10, highlighted by Thursday’s 
back-breaking short-handed goal — he’s recently taken 
penalty-kill minutes away from Brent Burns — against the 
Blue Jackets. 
 
Brind’Amour loves players who have really had to earn their 
way into the league, and the undrafted Chatfield is the latest 
example. 
 
The fact is, many of the gaffes de Haan or Chatfield have 
been involved with did not come when the duo was together. 
 
The tandem ranks fifth in the NHL in possession (58.21% 
Corsi For, according to NaturalStatTrick.com) among 
defense pairs with at least 200 five-on-five minutes together 
— and the other four pairings ahead of them are Carolina’s 
top two pairings and two different pairings involving Calgary’s 
MacKenzie Weegar. 
 
Brind’Amour also leans heavily on his top two pairings in 
close games. No pairings in the league have played more 
minutes with a one-goal lead than the duos of Slavin-Burns 
(211:22) and Brady Skjei–Brett Pesce (204:22), with the next 
closest being Seattle’s Vince Dunn and Adam Larsson 
(164:05). 
 
If de Haan and Chatfield can continue to tilt the ice in 
Carolina’s favor at even strength, the Hurricanes can keep 
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relying on its top four while perhaps adding one more 
veteran defender to stabilize the team’s depth.

Highlights and lowlights from NHL season’s first half: Bruins, Avalanche, Calder race, more 

By Eric Duhatscheck 
 
The midpoint of the NHL season came upon us this week, a 
touch earlier than a year ago when a COVID-19 outbreak 
shut down the league over Christmas and caused so many 
postponements that the league eventually withdrew its 
players from the 2022 Winter Olympics. Hard to believe that 
was only a year ago. 
 
Things have gone relatively smoothly, on a macro basis, for 
the NHL this season: A couple of weather-related 
postponements, but otherwise, it’s been mostly full steam 
ahead. Scoring is up. Connor McDavid is flying. The Boston 
Bruins are in the middle of a potentially record-setting 
season. The trade market is stuck in its predictable state of 
gridlock. 
 
The usual surprises and disappointments have occurred, and 
one thing that you can reliably predict is that there’ll be more 
of the same in the second half. 
 
In the second week of the New Year, let’s break things down 
— examining a few highlights and lowlights — and then peer 
into the crystal ball to see what may lie ahead. 
Three first half highlights (beyond McDavid’s otherworldly 
play) 
 
1. The Bruins’ ascendancy 
 
Boston reached the midpoint of its season on Thursday night 
against the Seattle Kraken, a 3-0 loss which represented 
their first regulation defeat on home ice all year after a 
sparkling 19-0-3 start. Even after they were shut out by 
Martin Jones, the Bruins remain ranked in the top three in 
goals for, goals against, power play and penalty killing 
percentages, and at plus-65, were miles ahead of No. 2 
Dallas in terms of goals for/goals against. After 41 games, 
they are on pace for 136 points, which would beat the 
previous record of 132, set by the 1976-77 Montreal 
Canadiens, who went 60-8-12 in an 80-game schedule. 
 
In my first scene-setting column of the year, which focused 
on the changes made in the offseason by, among others, the 
Ottawa Senators, I warned against writing the Bruins off. 
They were going to start the season without two important 
cogs, Brad Marchand and Charlie McAvoy, which 
theoretically, might have caused them to limp out of the gate. 
I noted that the same things had been said about the 
Pittsburgh Penguins the year before, thanks to the early-
season absences of Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and 
others, but the Penguins weathered the storm, survived the 
injuries and thrived after that. 
 
My biases always tend to be in favor of experienced teams. 
I’ve just been around too long to fully put my trust in teams 
that — too soon – turn the keys over to prospects, not all of 
them ready for the NHL grind. But the Bruins did more than 
just survive the early going; they hit the ground running and 

haven’t stopped. Most teams, even the ones on record-
setting runs, eventually hit a lull in the schedule. You saw it 
in the last week or so with Carolina — an 0-3-1 stretch after 
a 15-0-2 run before beating Columbus on Thursday — and 
it’s reasonable to think the Bruins will eventually hit a stale 
patch at some point in the second half. Still, what they’ve 
done thus far is remarkable. Let’s see if it ultimately ends in a 
record-setting season and then debate whether that is a 
good thing or not. The last time a team had a similar, 
practically blemish-free regular season, it ended up getting 
swept in the opening playoff round (Tampa Bay by Columbus 
in 2019). 
 
2. Seattle in the playoff hunt 
 
Be honest. When the Kraken got aggressive in the summer 
and added, among others, Andre Burakovsky, Oliver 
Bjorkstrand, Justin Schultz and Jones, you thought that could 
translate into marginal improvements, but not nearly enough 
to compete for a playoff spot, even in the admittedly weak 
Pacific Division. Instead, they are third in points in the 
division, second in winning percentage and only four points 
out of top spot (occupied by Vegas). As of Thursday, they’d 
won seven in a row. 
 
What’s happening with Seattle in Year 2 of its existence is 
reminiscent of what happened with Vegas in Year 1 of its 
existence. A lot of surprises early. High marks for trying. A 
few hiccups in the second quarter, which caused the 
predictable knowing nods from the hockey panels: That 
reality was finally settling in. And then another surge now, 
which also features an unlikely burst of offence from across 
the roster. Trivia: On a goals-per-game basis, only Boston 
and Buffalo have scored more goals than the Kraken. Few 
outside Seattle believe it can be sustained, which is the 
absolute perfect scenario for the Kraken. It means they won’t 
tighten up, because the pressure probably isn’t going to 
change or increase. It means they can still play the “we’ll-
show-them” card right to the end of the season. In other 
words, all the same things that applied to Vegas in its 
expansion season. 
 
Right now, Seattle has created separation between itself and 
the half-dozen teams clustered in the middle of the Western 
Conference standings — a cushion that may help them 
survive at least one more bump in the road. Remember, 
Vegas unexpectedly hung in until the bitter end — and 
actually ended up adding rather than subtracting at the 
deadline. Their run didn’t end until a loss to Washington in 
the Stanley Cup Final. It’s hard to imagine Seattle can 
duplicate that run — but on the other hand, maybe it’s time to 
start believing in the Kraken. 
 
3. Karlsson’s resurgence 
 
Erik Karlson’s struggles with injuries the past handful of 
years, plus the fact that the San Jose Sharks are a bottom 
feeder again, led many to believe his best days were behind 
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him. Instead, he’s had a resurgent first half. He became the 
first NHL defenseman to reach the 50-point threshold, doing 
so for the fifth time in his remarkable career. At one point, 
near the end of December, he’d recorded points in 11 
consecutive games and was not slowing up after a fast start. 
At last count, he was tied for fifth in the overall scoring race 
and is the leader among defensemen, by nine points over 
two other defensemen in the midst of breakout seasons — 
the Jets’ Josh Morrissey and the Sabres’ Rasmus Dahlin. 
San Jose isn’t a playoff team this year; without Karlsson’s 
contributions, they would almost certainly be in the running 
for the coveted 32nd-place finish in the overall standings. 
The Avalanche have battled injuries this season and need a 
push to make the playoffs. (Isaiah J. Downing / USA Today) 
Three first half lowlights 
 
1. The Calder Trophy race 
 
Let’s face it, we got spoiled in a three-year span between 
2016 and 2018, which produced three spectacular rookie 
crops in a row. Let’s just run down the 2017 race for context. 
Auston Matthews, Patrik Laine, William Nylander and Mitch 
Marner all scored 60 points or more. The remaining six 
players in the top 10 that year were Sebastian Aho, Matthew 
Tkachuk, Zach Werenski, Brayden Point, Brady Skjei and 
Mikko Rantanen. Also worth a shoutout is Jake Guentzel, 
who had 33 points in 40 games after getting promoted from 
the minors. The next year was pretty great too — seven 
players, with 50 points or more, and Pierre-Luc Dubois just 
outside, with 48. And these were far lower scoring years 
compared to today. 
 
 
Every Calder class since has been comparatively meh, a lot 
like this year’s, which features Seattle’s Matty Beniers 
essentially running away with the rookie scoring race. 
Anaheim’s Mason McTavish is showing progress and then 
just about everybody else is enduring the predictable ups 
and downs associated with young players, trying to figure out 
how to play consistently in a tough, fast league. 
 
2. Florida’s struggles 
 
In theory, Tuesday’s game between visiting Florida and 
Colorado should have been hyped as the game of the year 
— the defending Presidents’ Trophy winners versus the 
defending Stanley Cup champions. Instead, the game 
slipped by without much notice. Florida ended up with a 5-4 
win, but not before blowing a 4-1 third-period lead. The 
biggest trade of last offseason was unquestionably Florida’s 
decision to ship Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie 
Weegar to Calgary for Matthew Tkachuk. Tkachuk has been 
Florida’s most consistent player, mainly because the team 
leader there, Aleksander Barkov, missed 10 games earlier 
because of injury and illness. Barkov had a five-point night in 
his return the week before the New Year — the sort of 
performance fueled by adrenaline. He is slowly getting up to 
speed. When Barkov fully hits his stride, that will help the 
Panthers enormously in the second half. But the goaltending 
needs to be more consistent; the team is missing not just 
Weegar, but also the players added at the deadline, but 
sacrificed to the salary cap. Those include Ben Chiarot, 
Claude Giroux, Frank Vatrano and Mason Marchment. 

Anthony Duclair, a 31-goal scorer, hasn’t played all season 
after surgery but may return to the lineup soon. 
 
The coaching change, from Andrew Brunette to Paul 
Maurice, hasn’t gone smoothly either; the lesson — of over-
tinkering with chemistry and a roster that’s working — won’t 
be lost on NHL GMs of contending teams trying to devise a 
trade-deadline strategy in 2023. Thursday’s loss to Vegas 
was typical of how things have gone — they were ahead and 
in control until an egregious defensive error let Jack Eichel 
sneak behind the defense for a breakaway and the tying 
goal. And then they proceeded to lose in regulation, 
garnering zero points. A top-three finish in the division is a 
longshot at this point. They are now firmly chasing one of two 
wild cards — and the gap between the Panthers and the 
eighth-place Penguins is six points, with Pittsburgh having 
three games in hand. That’s a lot of ground to make up in 
their remaining 39 games. 
 
3. The Stanley Cup hangover in Colorado 
 
As bad as Florida’s loss to Vegas was Thursday night, 
Colorado losing to lottery-bound Chicago was arguably 
worse. It’s genuinely hard to know exactly what to make of 
the Avs right now because they haven’t had their optimal 
lineup on the ice for a single minute all season. Mostly, that’s 
because team captain Gabriel Landeskog hasn’t played at 
all. But other key pieces have missed either significant time 
or just enough time to disrupt a lineup in constant flux. 
Probably not what you wanted in a year when you’re trying to 
graft a new No. 1 goalie (Alexandar Georgiev) onto a 
championship roster. 
 
Of course, having an exceptional regular season from start to 
finish rarely translates into Stanley Cup success. Usually, 
adversity along the way builds resilience and is then there to 
be tapped when the games really start to matter. The only 
thing with Colorado, though? The Avalanche still needs to 
edge into the top eight to make the playoffs. Currently, they 
are fifth in a group of five teams separated by six points, 
chasing two wild-card spots, but on a points percentage 
basis, are just fractionally behind Edmonton. So, a more 
manageable climb than what Florida faces. The numbers 
change nightly and normally what happens is one or two 
teams in the mushy middle go on a bit of a run and create 
some separation. Still, we’ve been talking for a while now 
about possible reinforcements that new GM Chris 
MacFarland might add at the trade deadline to bolster the 
team for a Stanley Cup defense. Maybe they need to 
expedite the process. However it plays out, the one piece of 
good news is that there are potentially fascinating playoff 
races ahead in the second half, in both conferences, which 
was not the case a year ago. Overall, this has to be 
construed as a good thing for the NHL. 
 
Short shifts 
 
• When it comes to coaching, the NHL has long been known 
as a hired-to-be-fired league; over the years, a few of us 
have joked that what really needs to happen is to allow 
teams to trade coaches in the same way they trade players 
(back when player trades actually occurred). In a roundabout 
way, that happened this year. The movement was nicely 
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illustrated after the NHL announced the coaching staffs for 
the 2023 All-Star Game. Three of the four are new faces in 
new places that made a triangular shift: Bruce Cassidy, who 
moved from Boston to Vegas, leads the Pacific. Peter 
DeBoer, who moved from Vegas to Dallas, leads the Central. 
And Jim Montgomery, who was last a head coach in the NHL 
with Dallas and now runs Boston, leads the Atlantic. It’s as if 
the teams made a three-way coaching trade, the kind you’d 
really like to see on the player side a little more often. The 
only genuine incumbent is the 2021 Jack Adams winner, Rod 
Brind’Amour of Carolina who, after all this time, still seems to 
have a voice that resonates in the Hurricanes’ dressing 
room. A part of me would have liked to have seen Rick 
Bowness, formerly with Dallas, now with Winnipeg, get the 
Central nod. He got edged out by scant percentage points by 
DeBoer. The NHL awards the All-Star head coaching 
position to the coach whose team had the best winning 
percentage as of Wednesday. 
 
• Carolina had an important moment this week: Activating 
goaltender Frederik Andersen off injured reserve and starting 
him Thursday on the road against Columbus. Andersen 
missed 29 games with an undisclosed lower-body injury, 
suffered in a practice in November. Andersen surrendered 
two goals in an easy Carolina win, on a night when he wasn’t 
overly tested — just the sort of return you’d want in an ideal 
world. In Andersen’s lengthy absence, the Hurricanes turned 
to their goalie of the future, Pyotr Kochetkov, who responded 
with a rookie of the month performance in December, where 
he went 7-0-1, and posted consecutive shutouts at one point. 
Kochetkov missed about a week with an injury of his own 
and hadn’t been the same since — three games in a row, 
surrendering four goals — but he is still 10-4-4 overall and 
the only goalie of the three on the roster (Antti Raanta is the 

other) signed to a contract for next season. So, he figures to 
be a big part of the future. The present? We’ll see. Andersen 
and Raanta combined to win the Jennings last year, for 
lowest goals-against average, though that is also a function 
of how well Carolina defends. 
 
And finally 
 
It didn’t get a lot of attention, but there was another small 
tweak to the Hockey Hall of Fame selection committee this 
week, with Colorado president Joe Sakic stepping in to 
replace Bobby Clarke, who retired after nine years. Earlier, 
former Professional Hockey Writers’ Association president 
Scott Morrison replaced Michael Farber, who had served the 
max term of 15 years on the selection committee. People 
have often asked me, how does a player who has been 
passed over in Hall of Fame selection for years finally get 
chosen? My answer is simple. The selection committee isn’t 
a static body. It changes constantly. Procedurally, a 
successful candidate needs 14 of a possible 18 votes to get 
elected. If a handful of no votes rotate off the committee and 
are replaced with a handful of yes votes, then someone from 
the outside looking in suddenly can gain admittance. I 
stepped down after 15 years on the committee in 2018; since 
then, a third of the committee has been turned over (Sakic, 
Morrison, Cassie Campbell-Pascall, Mark Chipman, Cammi 
Granato and Mike Murphy are all new to the selection 
committee since my departure). That’s a lot of new faces and 
a lot of new voices. From the outside looking in, Henrik 
Lundqvist, in his first year of eligibility in the male player 
category, and Caroline Ouellette, in her second year of 
eligibility in the female player category, are probably the only 
sure things for 2023. 
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Mailbag #49: Just Past Halfway 

Pacioretty? How does Rod feel about 200 wins? Stadium 
Series jerseys? 

By Walt Ruff 
 
RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are back in the win 
column with a 6-2 victory over the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Thursday. 
 
Before a busy back-to-back weekend at PNC Arena, let's 
answer some of your questions. 
 
(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 
 
Update on Pacioretty? - @scotworley / @sdothardwicky / 
@wluper 
 
I know this is the big questions today, but unfortunately, I 
have nothing. There was no update available post-game and 
the team had an off day on Friday, with no media availability. 
 
The next sign we'd have would be at Saturday's morning 
skate. We'll be sure to have updates for you on Twitter 
around 10:30 a.m., pending of course that the team does 
skate. It has not been uncommon for the team to not as of 
late. 
 
How does Rod feel about bagging win number 200? - 
@PapiMuffinMan 
 
In typical Rod Brind'Amour fashion, he deflected all praise 
last night post-game. When asked about it, he said the 
following: 
 
"It means we've got a great group. It's the same as [being 
named an All-Star coach]. It's about the group. I'm pretty 
fortunate. I say it all the time but we've got a great group to 
work with and a great bunch of guys that come to play every 
night." 
 
He continued by reflecting on how far the team has come 
since he's taken over as head coach. 
 
"We've really turned the corner to being relevant and being 
expected to win every night. It's a testament to management 
and what they've done. But at the end of the day, it starts 
and ends with the guys in the room." 
 
Do you think Freddie coming back last night jumpstarted the 
team in any way? - @baileyycurtis 
 

I certainly don't think it hurt! I'm not sure that there was a 
better time for him to return, given the recent challenges that 
Antti Raanta and Pyotr Kochetkov have faced. 
 
Being able to play with a lead early was one of the biggest 
factors for me. It's always more comfortable for a goalie to 
play while his team's out in front. 
 
Andersen won 35 games last season and was an absolute 
force before getting injured, so I'm sure the team would love 
to have him return to that form. 
 
If you had to guess, how good of a chance does our boy 
Marty Necas have to make the ASG? - @OneTrueZach 
 
Caniacs have done an incredible job over the last 36 hours. 
 
It's important to note that the Twitter vote is combined with 
the online vote, so maybe that will require some to temper 
their expectations. 
 
However, Necas registered the fastest speed of any skater in 
the NHL last season at 24.9 miles per hour. Imagine seeing 
him in the Fastest Skater Competition? That would be 
awesome. 
 
Of the games remaining before the All-Star Break, which do 
you see as the biggest challenge? - @SusanMo5626666341 
 
At the risk of sounding too much like RBA, it's hard to look 
past this weekend. Back-to-backs are always tough. 
Especially one starting with a team that's in a playoff position 
that the Canes has already beaten three times this season. 
It's really, really hard to beat a divisional opponent, 
especially one as quality as the Penguins, four times. 
 
If Carolina is able to get by Pittsburgh, how much will they 
have left for Vancouver on Sunday? 
 
One thing that they do have going for them though is that the 
Canes are 5-0-0 in the second game of back-to-backs this 
season. And on another positive note, it is their only back-to-
back in the month of January. 
 
Plus, they'll have several days before they return to game 
action on Thursday against Minnesota. 
 
But if I had to give you a singular game that scares me, it's 
hard not to say January 29 against Boston. That team is a 
unit. Only five regulation losses in 41 games? Sheesh. 
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Any updates on the Stadium Series sweaters? - 
@caseyskater / @Pir8TreasureNc / @Chatty_BangBang 
 
It's hard not to laugh when thinking that we've now had this 
question for almost a full calendar year. 
 

For those who haven't heard yet, adidas and the NHL have 
control over when the sweaters are released. It may feel a 
little strange that we don't have them yet, given the release 
dates of previous years, but I suppose the just 22-day heads 
up in 2019 means that this is not unprecedented.

 
 

Hurricanes host the Penguins after Pesce’s 2-goal game 

Pittsburgh Penguins (21-14-6, fifth in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (26-9-7, first in the 
Metropolitan Division) 
 
Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EST 
 
FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK NHL LINE: Hurricanes -177, 
Penguins +147; over/under is 6.5 
 
BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes host the Pittsburgh 
Penguins after Brett Pesce scored two goals in the 
Hurricanes’ 6-2 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets. 
 
Carolina has an 11-3-1 record in Metropolitan Division play 
and a 26-9-7 record overall. The Hurricanes have a +19 
scoring differential, with 133 total goals scored and 114 given 
up. 
 
Pittsburgh is 5-3-2 against the Metropolitan Division and 21-
14-6 overall. The Penguins have allowed 125 goals while 
scoring 133 for a +8 scoring differential. 
 
The teams meet Saturday for the fifth time this season. The 
Hurricanes won the last meeting 3-2 in overtime. Pesce 
scored two goals in the victory. 

 
TOP PERFORMERS: Martin Necas has scored 17 goals 
with 22 assists for the Hurricanes. Max Pacioretty has three 
goals over the last 10 games. 
 
Sidney Crosby has 21 goals and 27 assists for the Penguins. 
Jason Zucker has scored four goals with two assists over the 
last 10 games. 
 
LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 3.9 goals, 
6.7 assists, 4.4 penalties and 8.8 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.9 goals per game. 
 
Penguins: 3-5-2, averaging 2.6 goals, four assists, 3.5 
penalties and 7.5 penalty minutes while giving up 3.5 goals 
per game. 
 
INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake 
Gardiner: out (hip/back). 
 
Penguins: Ryan Poehling: out (upper body), Josh Archibald: 
out (undisclosed), Jeff Petry: out (upper-body), Tristan Jarry: 
out (lower-body). 
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About Last Night: Support from the backend 

The Carolina Hurricanes snapped their winless streak, 
defeating the Columbus Blue Jackets 6-2 Thursday night at 
Nationwide Arena.  

By Ryan Henkel 

What is that old saying, sometimes the best offense is a 
good defense? 

Well what if sometimes your defense is your offense. 

That was the methodology that the Carolina Hurricanes 
subscribed to last night as the blueline chipped in five of the 
six total goals the Canes scored against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets Thursday night at Nationwide Arena. 

Brett Pesce, Brent Burns, Jalen Chatfield, Brett Pesce again, 
Jaccob Slavin... and then Seth Jarvis just to ruin a good thing 
(it’s actually very nice to see Jarvis get one because it had 
been a while and he needed it). 

The defensemen took it upon themselves to propel the team 
forward and pick them out of the rut and it was one of 
Carolina’s better games of the season. 

A few notes on the goals: 

• It was Brett Pesce’s first ever two-goal game in the NHL. 

• Jalen Chatfield scored his first shorthanded goal by turning 
on the jets. He’s making huge strides for the Hurricanes and 
now has three goals in his last 10 games. 

• It was Brent Burns’ second ever wraparound goal having 
scored his first with San Jose in 2016. The old man really 
cranked on the jets for that one. 

• It was also just the second time in franchise history that the 
blueline accounted for five goals. The first was in 2017, when 
Jaccob Slavin scored a hat trick and Justin Faulk picked up 
the other two against the New York Islanders. 

• Seth Jarvis not only broke the defense-only offense, but he 
also snapped an 11-game goalless drought. 

• Jesperi Kotkaniemi is making his presence felt more on the 
score sheet as of late. The forward has now registered nine 
points in his last 11 games. He had only seven points in 31 
games before that. 

• Things might also be turning around for Teuvo Teravainen. 
He looked more engaged than he had in previous games 
and now has four assists in his last five games. 

Also notably, it was a good showing from Frederik Andersen 
who returned to the lineup for the first time in over two 
months on the shelf. 

Despite being beaten twice — neither goal was really on him 
— Andersen finished with a 0.913 save percentage, his third 
highest save percentage on the season. 

He looked pretty comfortable back there and had to make a 
few difficult saves along the way. It was a good tune-up 
game for him and hopefully we can see more from him 
moving forward. 

And FINALLY Rod Brind’Amour got his 200th career win as a 
head coach, being the third fastest to reach the milestone in 
NHL history. 

The Canes did not leave Ohio unscathed though as Max 
Pacioretty would exit the game after just a single period of 
play due to a lower-body injury unrelated to his Achilles 
surgery. Martin Necas also ended up heading off to the room 
for a bit, but he did end up returning and finishing the game. 

Both players will be ones to keep an eye on moving forward 
as each are crucial pieces, with Necas leading the team in 
points and Pacioretty already hot and scoring goal since 
returning. 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/4089716/2023/01/14/carolina-hurricanes-brindamour-goalies/ 

https://theathletic.com/4088778/2023/01/13/nhl-bruins-avalanche-highlights/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-49-just-past-halfway/c-339897678 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-columbus-blue-jackets-pittsburgh-penguins-carolina-hurricanes-73c3a847383b44a6b83b27f92373a268 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/13/23553794/about-last-night-support-from-the-backend-carolina-hurricanes-pesce-burns-chatfield-slavin-

jarvis 
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Minor league report: Nailers fall at home to Komets 

 

Seth Rorabaugh1-1 minutes 14/01/2023 

 

Goaltender Bailey Brkin made 36 saves on 38 shots for the Wheeling 
Nailers in a 2-1 home loss to the Fort Wayne Komets at WesBanco 
Arena on Friday. 

Forward Justin Addamo scored the lone goal for Wheeling (17-16-1-0). 

Highlights: 

The Nailers’ next game is a home contest against the Cincinnati 
Cyclones on Saturday, 7:10 p.m. 
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Hobbled Penguins unable to keep up with Jets 

 

Seth Rorabaugh9-11 minutes 14/01/2023 

 

Friday the 13th didn’t present any kind of bad luck for the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

Just a daunting challenge in the form of the Winnipeg Jets, one of the 
NHL’s better teams. 

“They play a really, really, really honest game,” Penguins defenseman 
Jan Rutta said following an optional morning skate at PPG Paints Arena. 
“We have to play hard and not cheat. Don’t look for that easy offense.” 

Things were far from easy for the Penguins on Friday as they were 
thumped, 4-1, and had a modest two-game winning streak halted. 

The difficulty of their task was amplified by the absence of steady 
defenseman Marcus Pettersson, scratched due to an undisclosed illness. 
His malady prompted the team to recall reserve defenseman Mark 
Friedman from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League 
on Friday afternoon. That transaction marked the fourth time Friedman 
had been summoned to the NHL roster this season 

Fittingly enough, Friedman got into the lineup for the fourth time during 
the 2022-23 campaign as the Penguins dressed a blue line that was 
already missing the skills of their top two right-handed defensemen, Kris 
Letang (family matters) and Jeff Petry (suspected left arm injury). 

While refusing to label his diminished blue line as an excuse, coach Mike 
Sullivan acknowledged the degree of difficulty in trying to play a stout 
outfit like the Jets minus three of his team’s top defensemen. 

“It’s a challenge,” Sullivan said. “We’re missing some guys back there 
that play some heavy minutes for us. It’s hard to replace those guys, 
without a doubt. But we’ve got to find a way to simplify the game, play as 
a group of five out there and play more of a simplified version of 
ourselves and to give ourselves a chance. 

“I just didn’t think we did that tonight. We were chasing the puck an awful 
lot. It was a hard game. We’ve got to provide shorter (outlets) for our 
defensemen. We’ve got to make it a simple game, and I just don’t think 
we did a good enough job in that regard.” 

A power-play goal by Jets forward Blake Wheeler 11:19 into regulation 
opened the scoring. 

Off some precise passing in the offensive zone, Jets defenseman Neal 
Pionk plastered a one-timer from the right point. Goaltender Dustin 
Tokarski fought off the puck but allowed a rebound and a furious 
goalmouth scramble ensued. After Tokarski made an acrobatic 
maneuver to sweep the puck away with his stick, the rebound bounced to 
the left circle where Jets forward Cole Perfetti leaned down to fire a 
wrister. Wheeler, who had stumbled to his knees in the crease, 
inadvertently blocked Perfetti’s shot but was able to jab the rebound past 
a stick check from Penguins defenseman Chad Ruhwedel into the cage 
for his 10th goal of the season. Perfetti had the only assist. 

A would-be goal by Jets forward Mark Scheifele at 15:42 of the first 
period was wiped out when the Penguins issued a successful coach’s 
challenge, claiming the sequence to be offside. 

Penguins forward Drew O’Connor’s second goal tied the game, 1-1, at 
16:42 of the opening frame. After Rutta blocked a pass attempt in the 
Penguins’ zone by Jets forward Adam Lowry, the rebound slid out far to 
the neutral zone where Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen claimed 
possession and gained the Jets’ zone on the right wing. As Jets 
defenseman Dylan DeMelo stumbled without his stick in trying to defend, 
Kapanen fed a pass to the front of the crease where O’Connor drove in 
and jabbed a forehand shot. Goaltender David Rittich stopped the puck 
initially but allowed the rebound to hop up and glance off his helmet 
before fluttering into the cage. The only assist went to Kapanen, the 
100th of his career. 

Another potential goal by Pionk at 18:15 of the first period was 
immediately waved off by referee T.J. Luxmore, who cited goaltender 
interference by Jets forward Pierre-Luc Dubois. The Jets issued a 
coach’s challenge to Luxmore’s call but were unsuccessful and absorbed 
a delay of game penalty in the process. 

A hiccup-quick two-goal outburst by the Jets over a span of 22 seconds 
late in the second period put the visitors back in front. 

Scheifele scored a legal goal — his 25th of the season — at the 17:58 
mark to make it a 2-1 contest. Gaining the Penguins’ zone on the left 
wing, Perfetti slid a cross-ice pass to Wheeler above the right circle. 
Approaching the crease, Wheeler slipped a clever short-area pass to the 
front of the blue paint, where Scheifele gained position on Penguins 
defenseman Brian Dumoulin and swept in a forehand shot past 
Tokarski’s right skate. Wheeler and Perfetti tallied assists. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 14, 2023 

 

Forward Nikolaj Ehlers followed that up at the 18:20 mark with his third 
goal. After Friedman chopped a puck away in the neutral zone, DeMelo 
corralled it near his own blue line and calmly slid a pass up to Jets 
forward Kyle Connor. Gaining the offensive zone on the right wing, 
Connor offloaded a pass to Ehlers surging up the left wing. From the left 
circle, Ehlers elevated a wrister past Tokarski’s glove on the far side. 
Connor and DeMelo claimed assists. 

Friedman — who might have been confused with Del Griffith after a 
series of travel adventures over the previous 72 hours in which he drove 
from Pittsburgh to Hershey on Wednesday then flew to Charlotte, N.C. 
with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton on Thursday in advance of a game on 
Saturday, only to be recalled and fly to Pittsburgh on Friday morning — 
was on the ice for each of the Jets’ second-period goals. 

“It’s the life of a hockey player,” said Friedman, who opened the contest 
on the team’s top pairing with Dumoulin. “No excuses tonight at all. It’s 
definitely tough to come here after a full day of travel yesterday then 
flying here this morning from Charlotte. But again, no excuses. I have to 
be ready at all times.” 

Penguins forward Jason Zucker was ready to elevate his sluggish team 
early in the third period when he challenged one of the toughest players 
in the NHL, Jets defenseman Brenden Dillon, to a fight at 5:18 of the third 
period. 

Dillon has a history with the Penguins. Last season, he struck Penguins 
forward Teddy Blueger with a hit that broke Blueger’s jaw during a game 
on Jan. 23. 

And going back to his time with the Washington Capitals, Dillon mugged 
Blueger during the 2020-21 season (May 1, 2021). 

In the 2019-20 campaign, Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin was on the 
wrong end of a confrontation with Dillon, who socked Malkin with several 
right punches during a contest on Feb. 23, 2020. 

And in the second period of Friday’s game, Dillon appeared to attempt a 
big hit on Malkin at the center red line just prior to Scheifele’s go-ahead 
goal. Malkin largely dodged most of the contact but chased after Dillon in 
the Jets’ zone as the visitors went on the attack and ultimately scored. 

Zucker (5-foot-11, 192 pounds) apparently kept a receipt on at least one 
of those misdeeds and held his own against the rough-and-tumble Dillon 
(6-foot-4, 220 pounds). 

As he skated to the penalty box, Zucker began to raise his hands in 
hopes of eliciting energy from the sellout crowd of 18,268. 

With a still-raw welt near his left eye, Zucker was curt when asked about 
the dust-up following the contest. 

“It’s part of the game,” Zucker said. 

His coach was much more verbose about the incident. 

“It’s huge,” Sullivan said. “(Zucker) is trying to give us some juice there. 
That’s what he does. I was hoping we would have a little bit more of a 
push. That’s just what (Zucker) brings to our team. He brings a ton of 
energy. He’s a courageous guy. He’s trying to win. He was trying to bring 
us some energy and puts himself in harm’s way to do so. I just think 
that’s the type of guy that he is. That’s the type of player that he is. He 
brings us a certain swagger that we need to try to rally around.” 

No such rally occurred as the Jets scored quickly thereafter at the 6:39 
mark. From the top of the Penguins’ right circle, DeMelo fed a pass to the 
left circle, where Scheifele pounded a near-side one-timer that toasted 
the blocker of Tokarski who was slow to read the sequence. Assists went 
to DeMelo and Perfetti. 

Tokarski, in his first start and second appearance for the Penguins since 
being recalled from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton on Jan. 3, made 36 saves on 
40 shots as his record slipped to 1-1-0. 

Things don’t get easier for the Penguins as they will face the Metropolitan 
Division-leading Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. on 
Saturday. 

The Penguins have lost each of their first two meetings with the 
Hurricanes this season (0-1-1). 

“We’ve got to kind of regroup here and we’ve got to figure it out for 
tomorrow night,” Zucker said. “It’s a huge game for us. We haven’t had 
success against them. It’s going to be a big game for us. We need to be 
ready to come after them.” 

Notes: 

• Following the game, Sullivan indicated Pettersson’s status was “day to 
day.” 

• Zucker’s most recent fighting major came via a bout with Capitals 
defenseman Trevor van Riemsdyk on April 9, 2022. 

• The Penguins are now 5 for 6 on coach’s challenges this season. 

• Defenseman Taylor Fedun was the Penguins’ lone healthy scratch. 

• The Penguins had their seventh sellout of the season (out of 20 home 
games). It was their third sellout in their past four games. 
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Penguins defenseman Marcus Pettersson scratched due to illness 

 

Seth Rorabaugh2-2 minutes 14/01/2023 

 

Penguins defenseman Marcus Pettersson was scratched for Friday’s 
home game against the Winnipeg Jets due to an undisclosed illness. 

The team announced his status via Twitter shortly before the opening 
faceoff. 

In 40 games this season, the left-handed Pettersson — who has primarily 
been deployed on the left side of the Penguins’ top defensive pairing — 
has 11 assists while averaging 20 minutes, 43 seconds of ice time per 
contest. 

With the team playing its 41st contest of an 82-game season, Brian 
Dumoulin and Jan Rutta are the Penguins’ only defensemen who will 
have played in all of the squad’s games at the halfway point of the 2022-
23 campaign. 

The team’s top two right-handed defensemen — Kris Letang (family 
matters) and Jeff Petry (suspected left arm injury) — are currently 
unavailable. 

Earlier in the day, the team recalled defenseman Mark Friedman from 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League. 

During warmups, the team’s defensive pairings were: 

8 Brian Dumoulin — 52 Mark Friedman 

24 Ty Smith — 2 Chad Ruhwedel 

73 P.O Joseph — 44 Jan Rutta 

Reserve defenseman Taylor Fedun is slated to be a healthy scratch. 
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Penguins again recall defenseman Mark Friedman from Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton 

 

Seth Rorabaugh1-2 minutes 13/01/2023 

 

Mark Friedman keeps racking up the miles, even if they come without 
games. 

On Friday, the Penguins recalled the reserve defenseman from Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League (AHL). This transaction 
comes two days after he was assigned to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. 

He traveled on Thursday to North Carolina with the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in advance of Saturday’s road contest against 
the Charlotte Checkers. 

In total, this marks the fourth time Friedman has been recalled to the 
NHL roster this season, surpassing the amount of NHL games he has 
actually played in 2022-23. 

In three NHL contests, he has no points while averaging 13:08 of ice 
time. 

Meanwhile, with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, the right-handed Friedman has 
played 19 games and recorded five points (one goal, four assists) while 
primarily skating on that team’s top pairing. 
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Goaltender Dustin Tokarski expected to make 1st start with Penguins 

 

Seth Rorabaugh3-4 minutes 13/01/2023 

 

The Penguins are expected to start goaltender Dustin Tokarski for 
Friday’s home game against the Winnipeg Jets at PPG Paints Arena. It 
will be his first career start for the Penguins. 

Tokarski made his Penguins and season debut on Tuesday in a 5-4 
home win against the Vancouver Canucks. During that contest, Tokarski 
made 18 saves on 19 shots in 52:11 of ice time. He replaced Casey 
DeSmith who allowed three goals on only five shots in only 7:05 of action 
and led the Penguins to a comeback victory despite an early three-goal 
deficit. 

Recalled from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the American Hockey League 
(AHL) on Jan. 3, Tokarski has appeared in 18 AHL games this season 
and has an 8-6-4 record, a 2.22 goals against average, a .926 save 
percentage and one shutout. 

The 33-year-old Tokarski has spent parts of nine seasons in the NHL. In 
77 career games, he has a 23-32-12 record, a 3.11 goals against 
average, a .902 save percentage and one shutout. 

With the Penguins playing the Metropolitan Division rival Carolina 
Hurricanes on Saturday, DeSmith is expected to start that contest. 

Notes: 

• The Penguins staged an optional morning skate on Friday. Those in 
attendance included: 

Forwards – Evgeni Malkin, Drew O’Connor 

Defensemen – Taylor Fedun, Jan Rutta, Ty Smith 

Goaltenders – DeSmith, Tokarski 

• Prior to the morning skate, injured Penguins goaltender Tristan Jarry, 
defenseman Jeff Petry and forward Ryan Poehling all worked out on the 
ice with goaltending coach Andy Chiodo and assistant coach Ty Hennes. 

Jarry and Poehling are currently designated to injured reserve due to 
undisclosed ailments while Petry is designated to long-term injured 
reserve due to a suspected left arm injury he suffered Dec. 10. 

• Injured forward Josh Archibald did not skate as he had a scheduled day 
off in his recovery from an undisclosed injury. He is currently designated 
to injured reserve. 

• Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen has 99 career assists. 

• The Jets, who traveled to Pittsburgh following a 4-2 road win against 
the Buffalo Sabres on Thursday, did not stage a morning skate. 

• With All-Star Connor Hellebuyck coming off a 39-save effort against the 
Sabres, the Jets are expected to start backup goaltender David Rittich. In 
10 games this season, Rittich has a 6-4-0 record, a 2.75 goals against 
average and a .905 save percentage. 

• Jets forward Kyle Connor, a product of the Youngstown Phantoms of 
the United States Hockey League at the junior level, has 199 career 
goals. 
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Makeshift Penguins outshot, outmatched by high-flying Jets in lopsided 
loss 

 

Andrew Destin7-9 minutes 14/01/2023 

 

If the PPG Paints Arena crowd’s timid reactions to the Penguins’ 
pregame introductions were any indication of how the team’s Friday-night 
game against Winnipeg was expected to go, there was correctly little 
reason to hope for a winning effort. 

The injured-and-ill Penguins dropped a 4-1 decision to the Jets as 
Pittsburgh operated without arguably its top three defensemen and 
instead used Brian Dumoulin and Mark Friedman for its top defensive 
pairing. 

“We're missing some guys back there that play heavy minutes for us,” 
Coach Mike Sullivan said. “It's hard to replace those guys.” 

The Penguins were outshot 40-23 on a night where Winnipeg could 
seemingly get wherever it wanted on the offensive end and easily could 
have had six goals or more by the final horn. According to Sportlogiq, 
Pittsburgh possessed the puck in the offensive zone for just 4:35, the 
Penguins’ fourth-lowest mark of the season; the Jets, meanwhile, did so 
for 6:24. 

“They’re a suffocating team defensively to play against,” Friedman said of 
the Jets, who are now tied with the Dallas Stars for second place in the 
western conference. “I always felt like there were no outlets and they 
always had a guy above us and it was hard to make plays.” 

Pittsburgh played without Kris Letang, who remains in Montreal with his 
family following the death of his father, in addition to dealing with a lower-
body injury. Jeff Petry, meanwhile, is still on long-term injured reserve 
and Marcus Pettersson sat out with illness, which coach Mike Sullivan 
said has made his status “day-to-day.” 

“Obviously, Petterson’s a huge part of this team and he’s been having a 
hell of a year. Missing a guy like that against a team like that is definitely 
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not easy and that showed tonight,” Friedman said. “Definitely could have 
used him.” 

Without the aforementioned trio of blue-liners, Pittsburgh gave up the first 
goal of the game following a high-sticking penalty against Jake Guentzel. 
The Penguins’ penalty kill was unsuccessful on its first opportunity of the 
night, letting up a power-play goal to Blake Wheeler. 

Netminder Dustin Tokarski sprawled out to prevent a loose puck from 
crossing the goal line, but he could not regather himself to keep 
Wheeler’s wrist shot out of the net. The Jets thought they got their 
second goal of the night later in the period from Neal Pionk, but Sullivan 
successfully challenged the call and the referees ruled Winnipeg was 
offside, negating Pionk’s score. 

A minute later, the Penguins evened the tally when Kasperi Kapenen 
delivered a perfect pass to a streaking Drew O’Connor, who finished off 
the play with his second goal of the season. 

“It was nice to get one, obviously tie it up there,” O’Connor said. “It was a 
nice play by Kappy to get that over. We just have to lock it down and try 
to get some more after that.” 

Winnipeg was convinced it got its second score of the evening in the 
dwindling minutes of the first frame, but it was invalidated because of 
goaltender interference. Jets coach Rick Bowness challenged the call of 
there being an infraction on the play, but the officiating crew confirmed its 
decision and Winnipeg was held to just one goal in the first period 
despite outshooting Pittsburgh 15-8. 

“That goalie interference, that’s the toughest one,” Bowness said. “You 
never know which way it’s going to go. You’ve got to challenge it. If you 
lose, you lose.” 

What was originally a quiet second period took a turn during a 23-second 
stretch in the frame’s final two minutes. Evgeni Malkin fell to the ice after 
colliding with Winnipeg’s Brenden Dillon, presenting the Jets with a 5-on-
4 opportunity they took full advantage of. 

Wheeler located a wide-open Mark Scheifele in front of the crease to put 
Winnipeg back on top. Immediately after, Nikolaj Ehlers made the most 
of a point-blank opportunity set up by Kyle Connor, giving the Jets a two-
goal cushion heading into the second intermission. 

“I’d like to try and battle and make a save for the guys, keep it at two and 
only down one going into the third,” Tokarski said of Ehlers’ goal. “So, 
that’s unfortunate I couldn’t make another save there.” 

Early in the third period, Jason Zucker and Dillon dropped the gloves, 
which prompted the home crowd to become the loudest it was all night. 

“That was awesome to see,” O’Connor said of Zucker. “You saw how 
excited the place got. Unfortunate we didn’t kind of build off that, but I 
think that was huge that he did that.” 

The Penguins could not capitalize on that momentum, though, and 
instead, let up Scheifele’s 26th goal of the season to make it 4-1 in favor 
of the visitors and put the game out of reach. 

ICE CHIPS 

Pettersson’s illness was the cause of his first missed game of the 
season. Pettersson is averaging a career-high 20:43 of ice time per 
game in his fourth season with the Penguins. 

Tokarski, who relieved Casey DeSmith on Tuesday night and gave up 
one goal on 19 shots in the Penguins’ 5-4 win over the Vancouver 
Canucks, got his first career start for Pittsburgh against Winnipeg. The 
33-year-old netminder faced a high volume of shots and stopped 36 of 
the 40 fired his way. 

Two days after being sent down to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, Friedman was 
called up again by the Penguins on Friday and played 16:23 minutes 
against the Jets. Friedman had previously played in three games for the 
Penguins this season but was a healthy scratch in Pittsburgh’s last 
quartet of contests. 

Dumoulin partnered with Friedman, which meant he no longer joined 22-
year-old Ty Smith on the blue line. Instead of working with Dumoulin, 
Smith operated with Chad Ruhwedel on the second unit. Dumoulin and 
Smith had shared a defensive pairing in each of the Penguins’ last five 
games. 

Defenseman Taylor Fedun, who was called up from the Baby Pens on 
Thursday morning, was a healthy scratch against the Jets. 

Guentzel’s high-sticking penalty was his team-high 14th of the season, 
giving him 28 penalty minutes on the year. In 37 games, Guentzel has 
now matched his third-most penalty minutes in a campaign. 

Early in the second period, Bryan Rust batted down a cross-ice pass by 
Smith with his right hand. Smith’s pass was a firm one and Rust 
appeared to favor his right hand on the way back to the Penguins’ bench. 
The right wing played the rest of the way 

Late in the second period, Dumoulin took a deflected puck to the visor. 
He went to the bench but seemed to be okay and returned to the ice 
shortly after en route to playing a season-high 23:04. 

THEY SAID IT 

“Zuck’s trying to give us some juice there, and that's what he does,” 
Sullivan said of his joust with Dillon. “I was hoping we'd have a little bit 
more of a push, but I think that's just what Zuck brings to our team: he 
brings a ton of energy, he's a courageous guy, he's trying to win. I think 
he was just trying to bring us some energy and he puts himself in harm's 
way to do so.” 
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Paul Zeise: Penguins need a healthy Tristan Jarry to have any chance of 
remaining a playoff team 

 

Paul Zeise4-5 minutes 13/01/2023 

 

There is always panic in the Pittsburgh streets when the Penguins, who 
are generally the model of stability and success, hit a stretch of bad 
games, and that’s what has happened here recently. The Penguins have 
lost seven of their last 10 games, and there was a stretch of seven losses 
in eight games prior to this current two-game winning streak. 

And even though the Penguins have won their last two games, I am fairly 
certain wins over bad Coyotes and Canucks teams are not enough to 
make people relax and believe they are on the verge of having another 
breakout. That is especially true when you consider that the Penguins’ 
win over the Canucks was more a statement of the Canucks’ inability to 
stop other teams from scoring than anything the Penguins did. 

Vancouver took a 3-0 lead and chased Casey DeSmith from the game, 
then the Penguins woke up and reeled of five unanswered goals. The 
Canucks then scored to make it a 5-4 game, and the Penguins held on 
for dear life to win. It was a win, it was two points and that was the 
important thing, but it wasn’t exactly awe-inspiring and left the Penguins 
with more questions than answers. 

The biggest one is at goalie, where they are hoping to get Tristan Jarry 
back from injury and clearly need to get him back and sooner rather than 
later. DeSmith is a solid backup, but he has generally proven that he only 
is a backup when he has had to play for extended stretches. Dustin 
Tokarski played admirably the other night in relief of DeSmith, but he is 
obviously not a viable long-term option this year, either. 

Jarry is in the midst of an excellent season, though, and that is what 
should give the Penguins a chance to get on a roll once he is healthy. 
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Jarry is giving up 2.75 goals per game and has a save percentage of 
.918. That is a clear upgrade over DeSmith, who is giving up 3.18 goals 
per game and has a save percentage of .904. 

More importantly, the Penguins with Jarry are 15-5-4 and with DeSmith 
they are 5-8-2.  

This is the biggest reason why the Penguins are likely to get back on the 
winning track soon and why I would say they shouldn’t be judged by what 
they do without him. Every team is built from the goal out, and when a 
team has stability in goal, it is amazing how much better the guys in front 
all seem to play. 

The Penguins have had some defensemen — Kris Letang, Jeff Petry and 
Jan Rutta — banged up (or in Letang’s case, at a funeral) but 
injuries/absences are a part of the long season, so that is not nearly the 
factor that Jarry is.  

And the problem with Jarry is that he has had a history of getting injured. 
I never know if it is fair to label a guy injury prone, but it is fair to ask if a 
player is constantly injured, when can he be relied on? How much are the 
Penguins willing to gamble that he will stay healthy all season? 

I just don’t know what the answer to that question is, but it is a risk the 
Penguins will have to take. For better or worse — because they didn’t 
address it in the offseason — their hopes are likely going to rest with 
Jarry’s ability to stay healthy. Last season he didn’t, and it cost the 
Penguins the ability to advance in the playoffs, as goalie issues plagued 
them throughout their series with the Rangers.  

I for one am not ready to panic about the Penguins, as every long season 
as ups and downs. You combine that with the fact that they have had to 
play some of it without Jarry, it doesn’t seem like this is a team that is 
going to fall to the bottom of the standings and miss the playoffs. 

The Penguins clearly need to get back on the winning track, and two 
wins over bad teams should get them headed in that direction, but 
ultimately — because of this team’s age and Jarry’s history — it is all 
going to be determined by their health. When fully healthy, the Penguins 
have proven to be a very good hockey team and one that no doubt can 
make some noise in the playoffs. 

It is that health thing that is a wild card and always will be, and that’s 
especially true when it comes to Jarry. The Penguins without him are not 
a playoff team, but with him they are one of the best teams in the Eastern 
Conference. 
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From The Point: Best moment? Worst loss? Team MVP? Handing out 
Penguins midseason awards 

 

Matt Vensel8-11 minutes 13/01/2023 

 

The Steelers are reportedly done playing football for a while, another 
Pittsburgh winter passing without a playoff victory. Hmmm, sounds 
familiar. Anyway ... 

The end of their season means the return of our weekly hockey column, 
From The Point. If you are new to this space, we will try our best each 
weekend to provide top-notch Penguins analysis, trend pieces as the 
NHL and offbeat stories about your favorite players. It runs online every 
Friday. 

The Penguins this weekend will hit the midway point of their season. In 
case you haven’t paid close attention, well, you have missed a lot. There 

were milestones, health scares, a red-hot December run and a pair of 
long losing streaks. 

That and mustaches. Lots and lots of bad mustaches. They are all gone 
now. 

To mark the midway point of the season, we are going to hand out some 
awards this week. For the part-time puck-watchers, this should get you 
all caught up. And if you are a hardcore fan, enjoy this look back at their 
eventful first half. 

Most valuable Penguin: Sidney Crosby 

Crosby is on his way to one of the best seasons ever for a player 35 or 
older, with 21 goals and 48 points through 40 games. There was early 
Hart Trophy buzz as the Penguins surged up the standings in December. 
That has faded along with the team after Christmas. But there’s no 
debate that he is team MVP. 

Most improved player: Marcus Pettersson 

The 26-year-old defenseman has performed well for stretches during his 
time with the Penguins but he has also experienced a few lulls, like when 
he was a healthy scratch last spring. Pettersson has reached new 
heights this season, providing the Penguins with lockdown D on the top 
pair. Can he keep this up? 

Biggest disappointment: Brian Dumoulin 

Pettersson’s presence on the top pair has as much to do with Dumoulin’s 
decline as it does Pettersson’s efforts. Dumoulin is not the same player 
he was a few years ago and too often has been a step slow. It seems 
unlikely he will get back to his previous peak, putting his future with the 
Penguins into doubt. 

Most impactful newcomer: Jan Rutta 

Signed on the first day of free agency, the veteran defenseman has been 
steady yet unspectacular while filling key roles for the Penguins. He 
stabilized their third pair and has been a big part of one of the NHL’s best 
penalty kills. Jeff Petry could surge past him in the second half. But 
Rutta’s been better to date. 

Best moment: Geno’s milestone night 

Kris Letang’s rapid return from a stroke was also incredible stuff, giving 
spectators at PPG Paints Arena goosebumps when he stepped out of the 
tunnel. But Evgeni Malkin’s memorable 1,000th game edges that 
moment out. The pregame buildup was awesome. Then Geno scored the 
winning goal in a shootout. 

Play of the year: Crosby’s crazy keep-in 

Most impressive win: Dec. 12 over Dallas 

There have been a few wild wins and a couple others when the Penguins 
locked down quality other teams. Considering the opponent and 
circumstances, that 2-1 win over the Stars stands out. They shook off 
another early goal and played stingy defensive hockey. Then Geno got 
the winner with 35 seconds left. 

Toughest loss: Meltdown vs. Motown 

The Penguins on Dec. 28 were coming off a loss on Long Island in which 
they got thoroughly dominated. They exploded for four first-period goals, 
only to let the Red Wings rally late to send the game to overtime. Jake 
Walman scored for Detroit in OT to complete one of the biggest collapses 
of the Mike Sullivan era. 

Most pleasant surprise: The second line 

The primary reason why the Penguins are back near playoff position is 
their top two lines, who have shouldered much of the scoring burden. 
Malkin is turning back the clock and unexpectedly found chemistry with 
Jason Zucker, after those two showed very little of that the past few 
years. Both have been great. 
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POINT SHOTS 

• Taking a high-level look at this team through 40 games, I started 
thinking about Brian Burke’s previous team-building philosophy, 
something he discussed in his tremendous autobiography. Basically, 
Burke wanted to build a versatile squad that could beat a few different 
types of opponents in the playoff gauntlet. 

• Ron Hextall is the primary decision-maker here, but Burke has his ear. 
And in their two years leading the front office, the Penguins have gotten 
larger and a little bit tougher. But they have also gotten older and are 
subsequently slower. 

Right now, I see a team that is average or, in some cases, above in a 
number of key characteristics but not elite in any one area. They can’t 
skate with the fastest teams. They have bigger bodies but aren’t 
equipped to win a slugfest. And there’s little evidence these Penguins 
can take a stingy seven-game series. 

I can’t help but think that this team, as currently constructed, will not have 
a matchup advantage against most of their potential playoff opponents. 
And if they can’t bear down and play disciplined hockey, their Cup 
chances are next to nil. 

• Zucker is healthy and finally scoring goals, while still playing like a 
honey badger on skates. That’s led to calls for the Penguins to sign him 
to a new deal. 

Given all the legitimate criticism about the Penguins assembling this 
aging roster, are we sure handing out another sizable contract to a 30-
something is a prudent move, especially when you consider the winger’s 
lengthy injury history? 

• With Tristan Jarry sidelined for a bit, the decision to commit to Casey 
DeSmith as the No. 2 goalie should be scrutinized. His stats look OK, but 
he has not shown he can string together a few strong starts or come 
through in the clutch. 

• Pierre-Olivier Joseph’s play has dipped the last couple of weeks. And 
now Ty Smith is up and playing well in the NHL. It will be interesting to 
see how it all sorts out, especially if the Penguins remain reluctant to 
move on from Dumoulin. 

THREE STARS 

3. Dustin Tokarski. The journeyman came in cold Tuesday against the 
Canucks to earn his first win with the Penguins. The goalie should 
probably keep his glove on when the puck is in the zone. Beyond that, he 
left little to quibble with. 

2. Jason Zucker. An impactful week with goals in back-to-back games, 
including a beauty in Arizona. He also dished out a nice assist Tuesday 
and obliterated a dude with a good, clean hit. His three points in the two 
games trailed only ...  

1. Evgeni Malkin. Against the Canucks, he delivered one of the most 
dominant performances by a Penguin this season. Two goals, four points 
and he paced all players in puck possession, scoring chances and many 
other metrics. 

YOU ASKED 

This season has been a bit of a roller coaster, something Sullivan 
acknowledged this week. It’s odd to see a team sandwich a 15-3-2 run 
between two losing streaks of six or more games. But add it all up, and 
you have an average team. 

Sure, there are three months left for Hextall to potentially tinker and for 
Sullivan to push some buttons. But it is fair if fans question their Cup 
chances because their issues are all things that looked like potential 
problems in September. 

The bottom six, specifically Jeff Carter and the third line, doesn’t make 
much of a positive impact at 5-on-5 most nights. The Penguins are the 
league’s oldest team and look it at times, specifically when operating on 

short rest. Now 30-somethings are sidelined. And their goaltending has 
not been good enough. 

Never say never while Crosby is still a superstar, but at the midway point 
it sure looks like the trajectory of this team is a fifth straight first-round 
playoff exit. 

STAT N’AT 

7.14 – rush chances allowed per game by the Penguins since the 
Christmas break, about 25% above their season average, per Sportlogiq. 
This stat is a bellwether. When their puck management and rush defense 
slip, they often lose. 

FINAL BUZZER 

Best wishes to Letang, who as of Thursday remained away from the 
team after the death of his father on Dec. 31. Between that loss and his 
recent stroke, it has been a rough couple of months for Letang. He 
should take as much time as he needs to heal. And kudos to the 
Penguins for giving him space and support. 

Coincidentally, Tuesday was the team’s Mental Health Awareness Night 
at PPG Paints Arena. That is one of the many admirable causes the 
organization proudly trumpets. It is nice to see them practice what they 
preach with Letang. 
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Beleaguered Penguins need roster changes, ASAP 

 

Rob Rossi7-8 minutes 14/01/2023 

 

PITTSBURGH — The Penguins hit their halfway point Friday night. For a 
little bit of their 41st game, it seemed as though they might scrap their 
way to an impressive result. But reality set in, the Jets scored a couple of 
quick-strike goals late in the second period, and the Penguins lost, 4-1, at 
PPG Paints Arena. 

Hey, it happens right? 

It probably was going to happen no matter what the Penguins tried to do. 
They were without their three best defensemen (Kris Letang, Jeff Petry 
and Marcus Pettersson) and top goalie (Tristan Jarry) against a very 
good opponent. The Jets, with their imposing size and depth, might have 
proven a big problem had the Penguins been at full strength. 

They weren’t, and so things went sideways with defensemen 
overextended and Dustin Tokarski, the organization’s No. 3 goalie, 
tending the cage. 

Perhaps nothing should be taken from this game. Or maybe something 
— a particular something that’s been easy to think when watching this 
team play — has become obvious. 

The Penguins are easy to play against. 

Too easy to play against, actually. 

Probably easier to play against than any Penguins squad in recent 
memory. 

And those observations come after a game in which Jason Zucker 
dropped the gloves in an attempt to steal momentum early in the third 
period. No surprise there; as noted earlier this week, Zucker has 
emerged as one of the Penguins’ grittier, engine-revving players. 

They could use a few more like him. They could also use some help. 
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Not to belabor a point made by colleague Josh Yohe about a week ago, 
but it’s past time for general manager Ron Hextall to do something — 
anything! — to improve the roster. Waiting for the returns of Letang and 
Petry (Pettersson, at least, is day to day, meaning he could play in the 
Penguins’ next game) is not a viable option. 

Apparently, Hextall is going with that option. 

I made some calls this week, and none from a group of usually reliable 
sources reported any rumblings about possible Penguins’ moves. From 
talking to people around the league, the Penguins’ plan sounds as 
though it is to get past this rough stretch — their record is 3-5-2 since a 
seven-game winning streak — and hope a top-heavy roster can rally for 
a 17th consecutive playoff berth. 

Hope isn’t a plan. 

Penguins fans better hope that Hextall’s famous insular ways have made 
it so that nobody outside his inner circle knows what he may be thinking 
in terms of potential trades. If that’s the case, it could be he’s cooking up 
another trade-deadline period addition, such as Jeff Carter or Rickard 
Rakell in recent seasons. 

Again, though, there isn’t any external buzz about the Penguins looking 
at this player, targeting that player, or whatnot. If Hextall is keeping his 
cards close, so be it. 

He needs to play a card soon. He can’t look at their messy salary-cap 
situation — a situation for which he is very much responsible (don’t pin 
this annual version of The Penguins Are In Cap Hell on former GM Jim 
Rutherford) — and see it as a blockade to bettering his team. That’s a 
defeatist attitude, which would be something different from the Penguins. 

Even when healthy, the Penguins aren’t constructed to defend the way 
they’ve needed to against better opponents. Even at full strength, the 
Penguins lack the depth at forward necessary to compete in playoff 
series. There isn’t merely one fix for this team. 

They need a third-line center and possibly a goalie who can stay healthy. 
The latter wouldn’t be to supplant Jarry but rather guard against him 
missing time due to injuries that have taken him out the past couple of 
seasons. 

Unless that is, Hextall is overwhelmingly confident in backup Casey 
DeSmith. He might be. DeSmith got an extension from Hextall. 

So, too, did Carter. 

How did either of those personnel decisions better position these 
Penguins to compete for the Stanley Cup? How did a two-year deal for 
Kasperi Kapanen contribute to making the Penguins tougher to play 
against? How did holding onto Brian Dumoulin better position this team 
for the playoffs, let alone a deep playoff run? 

How are the Penguins better than they were last season? 

They aren’t, and the comparison isn’t really close. 

They’ve blown multiple-goal leads many times. They tend to start poorly. 
Their special teams are streaky. Their best players are asked to carry too 
heavy a load at this stage of their careers. Their cap situation prevents 
the coaching staff from playing the organizational players that best fit 
Mike Sullivan’s system. 

They’re not good enough. 

Won’t just be the Jets that look formidable against Sullivan’s squad, as 
was the case Friday night. Many of the NHL’s top and/or contending 
clubs have cast upon the Penguins a foreboding feeling lately. That 
group includes the Golden Knights, Bruins, Devils, Islanders and 
Hurricanes — the latter of whom the Penguins will try to beat for the first 
time in four attempts Saturday night. 

Wish Sullivan and company luck in that one, especially if the lineup looks 
the same as it did against the Jets on Friday night. Though their games 

against the Hurricanes have been close, at no point in the previous three 
have the Penguins looked strong enough to defeat Carolina. 

That’s a problem because Carolina sits atop the Metropolitan Division. 

Another problem: The Metro is deep with good teams. 

It’s becoming more difficult to figure out if these Penguins are one of 
those teams. 

They’ve twice gone at least six games without a win. Overall, they are 
21-14-6, which means they’ve won once more than they’ve lost through 
the halfway point. 

The Penguins are on pace for 96 points. They’ve hit the 100-point mark 
in every 82-game season that Sullivan has coached. 

Things aren’t looking good. Things aren’t good. 

After the loss against the Jets, Sullivan again mentioned the Penguins 
not playing up to “the standard” that exists in Pittsburgh. It’s become a 
familiar refrain, but he’s not wrong. 

Any standard from past seasons in the Sidney Crosby era exists on a 
level these Penguins can’t seem to consistently locate, let alone reach. 
Nobody should be spared blame, including Sullivan and the nucleus that 
is led by Crosby and fellow franchise pillar Evgeni Malkin. 

Still, if the roster is insufficient — and it has looked that way too often to 
this point in the season, even when things were going well — the job of 
the GM is to make a move, some moves or possibly many moves. 

Time is ticking on Hextall while his Penguins aren’t clicking. 
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Quiet Night: Jets Buzz Penguins, Ground Crosby & Malkin 4-1 

 

Dan Kingerski4-4 minutes 14/01/2023 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins’ two-game winning streak landed with a thud 
after the Winnipeg Jets scored a pair of goals 22 seconds apart late in 
the second period. The Penguins’ patchwork defense was missing Kris 
Letang, Jeff Petry, and Marcus Pettersson, who was a scratch due to 
illness, and they struggled greatly to create offense. 

Winnipeg controlled the game for most of the second period and kept the 
Penguins to the perimeter in the third during their 4-1 win at PPG Paints 
Arena. 

The Penguins complete the second game of back-to-backs Saturday in 
Raleigh against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Penguins narrowly avoided a pair of first-period deficits. Winnipeg 
had two goals disallowed, one on an offside challenge, and officials 
immediately waved off the second due to goalie interference. Coach Rick 
Bowness challenged their second disallowed goal, but replay confirmed 
the call, leading to an unsuccessful Penguins power play at the end of 
the first period. 

Winnipeg scored first, a power-play goal midway through the first period. 
Penguins starting goalie Dustin Tokarski left a good rebound in the slot 
and missed a chance to cover a subsequent loose puck, leading to a 
scramble in the crease. Blake Wheeler outdueled the Penguins penalty 
killers and slammed it into the net. 

Later in the first period, Kasperi Kapanen chased a loose puck to center 
ice and stole it from Dylan Demelo for a two-on-one break. Kapanen 
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floated a pass toward the net for Drew O’Connor (2), who chipped it past 
Winnipeg goalie David Rittich. 

The second period was a little less fruitful for the Penguins. There were 
no disallowed goals, but Penguins defenseman Mark Friedman, subbing 
for a sick Marcus Pettersson, did draw the ire of Winnipeg forward Adam 
Lowry. The pair exchanged pleasantries and face-washes during a mid-
second-period Winnipeg power play. 

Late in the second period, a pair of Winnipeg goals involved Friedman in 
the defensive zone. 

Mark Scheifele scored his first allowed goal with about three minutes 
remaining. Sheiefele was the late trailer on the Winnipeg rush. As 
Friedman cheated towards the puck, Wheeler zipped a pass across the 
slot for the open Scheifele with Penguins winger Jason Zucker chasing. 
Scheifele (25) snapped a wrister past Tokarski. 

Then, 22 seconds later, Nikolaj Ehlers got past Friedman on the rush. 
Ehlers, playing his seventh game this season, scored his third goal with a 
low wrister from the left-wing circle. 

The Penguins were outshot 30-17 through two periods, and a 1-1 game 
was quickly a 3-1 Winnipeg lead. 

Penguins captain Sidney Crosby was off the bench for about five minutes 
early in the second period with a skate issue. Crosby is the last Penguins 
player not to have the quick-detach blade feature. 

The third period wasn’t much kinder to the home team. The Pittsburgh 
Penguins generated only four shots on goal in the first 12 minutes of the 
final period. 

Zucker tried to inject some life into the Penguins with a fight early in the 
third period. However, after a couple of scoring chances, the Penguins 
got lost in transition. Scheifele (26) was left wide open in the left-wing 
circle and easily ripped the shot into the yawning cage. 

And that was the end. 

Tokarski stopped 36 of 40 shots. Winnipeg goalie David Rittich only saw 
23 shots. 

Evgeni Malkin had only one shot on goal. Sidney Crosby did not have 
any. 
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Breaking: Pettersson Out (Illness), Friedman in Penguins Lineup 

 

Dan Kingerski2-3 minutes 13/01/2023 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins defense pairs got a little shuffle Friday when 
they hosted the Winnipeg Jets, and recalled Mark Friedman was in the 
lineup. 

The Penguins announced defenseman Marcus Pettersson was out due 
to illness. 

Friedman was recalled Friday afternoon, two days after being sent back 
to the WBS Penguins. He was in Charlotte with the Penguins’ AHL 
affiliate but arrived in time. 

This season, Pettersson has 11 assists in 40 games. Coach Mike 
Sullivan has often referred to him as the Pittsburgh Penguins’ most 
consistent defenseman this season. 

Friedman, 27, has played just three NHL games this season after playing 
a career-high 27 last season and six playoff games. 
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Penguins Recall Mark Friedman (Again) 

 

Dan Kingerski2-3 minutes 13/01/2023 

 

Two days after demoting defenseman Mark Friedman to the WBS 
Penguins and one day after recalling Tayor Fedun from WBS, the 
Pittsburgh Penguins recalled Friedman Friday afternoon. 

Right-side Defensemen Kris Letang and Jeff Petry remain out of the 
lineup. Letang has a lower-body injury and is with family in Montreal after 
the untimely passing of his father last week. Petry remains on LTIR with 
an upper-body injury. He has not yet rejoined the team for practice or a 
morning skate but has been skating before or after Penguins’ practices. 

Thursday, right-side defenseman Jan Rutta missed practice with what 
coach Mike Sullivan termed a “maintenance day.” 

Rutta took the optional morning skate Friday. 

Mark Friedman, 27, has played in three games with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins this season and is a plus-3. This season with the WBS 
Penguins, Friedman has recorded one goal, four assists, and is plus-5 in 
19 AHL games. He has been plus or even in 16 of his 19 AHL games this 
year. 

The 5-foot-11, 185-pound defenseman has played parts of three seasons 
in the Penguins’ organization. Last season, Friedman played a career-
high NHL 26 games. He scored one goal, four assists, and five points. 
The defenseman also appeared in six games with the Penguins during 
the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs, tallying one goal. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now Editor-in-Chief, formerly 93.7 The Fan, Sportsnet 
Hockey Tonight, NHL Home Ice. Catch Dan tweeting @theDanKingerski 
and the official @pghhockeynow account. 
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Tokarski Starts, Penguins vs. Jets Game 41: Lines, Notes & How to 
Watch 

 

Dan Kingerski4-5 minutes 13/01/2023 

 

It is the halfway point of the Pittsburgh Penguins (21-13-6) season. The 
Penguins have won only two more games than they’ve lost and endured 
wild swings in the first half, including seven and six-game winless 
streaks. They also had long winning streaks and currently occupy the 
final Eastern Conference playoff spot. The Penguins host the solid 
Winnipeg Jets (27-14-5) Friday night at PPG Paints Arena. 

The puck drops just after 7 p.m. 

The Penguins lead the New York Islanders by one point for that final 
playoff spot but have three games in hand. 
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Dustin Tokarski will start over Casey DeSmith after the latter gave up 
three quick goals and was pulled against the Vancouver Canucks 
Tuesday. Tokarski made a few sparkling saves in relief and earned the 
win. 

It’s a small surprise that Tokarski is starting, as he was signed as the 
Penguins’ third goalie and spent most of the season with the WBS 
Penguins. 

Injuries are piling up for the Penguins, who remain without Kris Letang 
(lower-body, personal reasons), Jeff Petry, Josh Archibald, Ryan 
Poehling, and Tristan Jarry. 

Defenseman Jan Rutta missed practice Thursday but took the morning 
skate Friday. 

The Penguins rallied from down 3-0 to beat the Vancouver Canucks 5-4 
Tuesday. Evgeni Malkin had four points (2-2-4), and Ty Smith had a pair 
of helpers. 

Winnipeg helped the Penguins Thursday night by beating the Buffalo 
Sabres 4-2. Winnipeg’s win extended the Buffalo losing streak and gave 
the Penguins a little more breathing room for the second wild card. 
Connor Hellebuyck stopped 39 of 41 shots. 

Winnipeg backup David Rittich will most likely start for Winnipeg Friday. 

Expected Pittsburgh Penguins Lines: 

Guentzel-Crosby-Rust 

Zucker-Malkin-Rakell 

O’Connor-Carter-Kapanen 

Heinen-Blueger-McGinn 

Defense: 

Pettersson-Rutta 

Dumoulin-Smith 

Joseph-Ruhwedel 

Goalie: 

Tokarski 

Expected Jets Lines, per PuckPedia.com: 

Connor-Dubois-Ehlers 

Perfetti-Scheifele-Wheeler 

Maenalanen-Lowry-Kuhlman 

Johnsson-Fajllby–Stenlund–Gagne 

Defense: 

Morrissey-Demelo 

Dillon-Pionk 

Samberg-Schmidt 

Goalie: 

David Rittich 

Special Teams: 

Penguins Power Play: 21.3%, 19th 

Penguins Penalty Kill: 84.5%, 3rd 

Jets Power Play: 23.4%, 12th 

Jets Penalty Kill: 83.2%, 5th 

Pittsburgh Penguins Game Notes: 

The Penguins are 16-3-0 in their last 19 games against the Jets. They 
are 19-1-0 in their last 20 games against the Winnipeg/ Atlanta franchise 
dating back to March 24, 2007. 

The Penguins are 7-0-0 versus Central Division opponents this season 

Evgeni Malkin had 19 points (6-13-19) in his last 17 games. 

Bryan Rust is four points shy of 300 in his career. The Penguins’ 2010 
third-rounder would be the 20th member of his draft class to reach that 
mark. 

Sidney Crosby is tied with Teemu Selane for 17th on the NHL’s all-time 
scoring list (1457). He’s one point behind Alex Ovechkin for 16th as the 
pair race up the rankings. Stan Mikita is 15th at 1467. 

How to WATCH: 

TV: AT&T SportsNet, NHL Network; Radio: 105.9 The X 

Penguins Bets 

The return of Bet Against Dan and Make Money. Before the road trip, we 
were 9-3 in our last six games. And the $200 DraftKings promo has 
returned. Bet $5 on any game and instantly win $200, regardless if your 
team wins. Click here to sign up. 

There are some X factors tonight: Dustin Tokarski is in goal, Winnipeg’s 
energy level, and the Penguins’ bottom six. Kasperi Kapanen has been 
playing significantly better. There’s a lot to like about the Penguins — 
when they get on a roll, they stack wins. We like the same tonight. With a 
pair of backup goalies in net, we also like a few goals on the board. 

So, the BAD (Bet Against Dan) picks are the Penguins and the (6.5) 
Over. Get the DraftKings promo tonight and go nuts with the bonus cash 
on Wild Card weekend. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now LOADED: 01.14.2023 

  

1265023 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

(Updated) Penguins Skate: Rutta, Fedun on the Ice; Tokarski Starting 

 

Shelly Anderson3-3 minutes 13/01/2023 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins defense might not be as thin as feared Friday 
when the Winnipeg Jets visit PPG Paints Arena. 

Defenseman Jan Rutta, who did not practice Thursday because of a 
maintenance day, was on the ice Friday for an optional morning skate. 

“It was nice to get a day off,” Rutta said. “I feel like I regained some 
juice.” 

Also on the ice was defenseman Taylor Fedun, who was recalled 
Thursday from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. 

The Penguins are without defensemen Kris Letang (injury and 
bereavement leave) and Jeff Petry (injury). 

Petry, injured forward Ryan Poehling and injured goaltender Tristan Jarry 
worked out on the ice Friday before the morning skate. Injured forward 
Josh Archibald did not skate with either group. Coach Mike Sullivan said 
all injured players are status quo. 

The optional morning skate featured just seven players: forwards Evgeni 
Malkin and Drew O’Connor, defensemen Fedun, Rutta and Ty Smith, 
and goaltenders Casey DeSmith and Dustin Tokarski. 

Tokarski will start against the Jets, Sullivan said. The Penguins are 
heading into back-to-back games, so this gives Tokarski the chance to 
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start at home, with presumably DeSmith set to start Saturday at Carolina. 
Tokarski relieved DeSmith in the first period Tuesday against Vancouver 
and picked up the win in a Penguins comeback. This will be Tokarski’s 
first start with the Penguins. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now LOADED: 01.14.2023 
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Ty Smith Making 'Strong Case,' Could Affect Penguins Trade Deadline 

 

Dan Kingerski5-6 minutes 13/01/2023 

 

This seaosn injuries and circumstances opened momentary spots for 
both Ty Smith and P.O Joseph on the Pittsburgh Penguins’ blue line, but 
that moment will soon pass. There is unlikely to be room in the lineup for 
both young Penguins defensemen, and that very well could affect the 
Penguins’ NHL trade deadline plans. 

Smith and Joseph have seen their ice times swing dramatically in 
opposite directions over the past two weeks, and a healthy Penguins’ 
room may not be big enough for both of them. 

The Penguins’ blue line is sans a pair of big-minute defensemen, Kris 
Letang and Jeff Petry. Both figure to be out a bit longer, which means the 
Penguins have time, and opportunity. 

Ty Smith, 22, is in his first season with the Penguins. After spending the 
first few months with the WBS Penguins, Petry’s upper-body injury gave 
the Penguins space to insert him into the lineup. 

The first few games were ho-hum. Smith neither asserted himself nor 
made big mistakes, though his defensive game needed improvement. 

However, Smith’s ice time has grown. 

“Ty is has built a strong case for himself. I think he’s playing with 
confidence,” Sullivan said. “He’s helping us in a number of different ways 
on the breakouts and along that offensive line. He’s working hard and 
defending. It’s not perfect back there, but we’re competing hard.” 

Joseph’s ice time has shrunk. 

Joseph played solid minutes and some of his best hockey before the 
NHL holiday break. He was very good, with a couple of soft spots in the 
Winter Classic, but his ice time had already begun to slide. 

On Tuesday against Vancouver, he made a couple of mistakes in the first 
period and played just over 10 minutes. 

There’s little question that Smith with Brian Dumoulin has been a solid 
pairing. Perhaps Dumoulin fills the defensive gaps in Smith’s game. 
Sullivan hedged his praise, using the context of injuries but also 
conceded that he’s given big minutes to this pair. 

Dumoulin is returning the favor that Ben Lovejoy gave to him as a young 
defenseman; a lot of talking and a little coaching. 

“Maybe (I am) a little more comfortable, but the guys have been doing a 
good job helping me out,” Smith told PHN. “So I think I think it’s been 
something that I’ve been trying to build from from the first time I play. Just 
continue to get better, continue to work on things and and try to jam as 
much as I can. 

But with the sunlight and opportunity for Smith, as well as a season of 
NHL ice time for Joseph, the Penguins have a pair of defensemen with 
relatively microscopic salary cap hits, youth, still more potential, and NHL 
talent. 

Smith is further upping his value to the team and market by playing the 
right side, his off-side. 

Yet when Letang and Petry return, there won’t be a roster spot for both. 

“We’ve got some big minute guys that are in the lineup, and we’re looking 
for guys to step up and help us in certain situations,” Sullivan said. “And 
that duo has done an admirable job. I think Dumo has played his best 
hockey here as of late. And we’re going to need him to continue to do 
that moving forward.” 

If the only silver lining of the spate of injuries and absences is Brian 
Dumoulin’s re-emergence, then the Penguins will be better off. Getting 
Dumoulin back to something close to the defenseman who anchored the 
left side for a handful of years is a significant improvement. 

Smith remains waivers eligible so the Penguins can return him to the 
WBS Penguins at any time without worry, and the situation could simply 
end there, and both are around next season. Or Smith or Joseph could 
help the Penguins in another way. 

NHL Trade Deadline 

The Pittsburgh Penguins don’t necessarily need to worry about five years 
from now. Their precarious playoff position and lack of salary cap space 
have changed the paradigm. Other teams are catching them faster than 
anticipated. This team is built for today and today only. 

The tomorrows are fewer than we thought. 

And so, the prime questions might be: Are the Penguins showcasing one 
of the defensemen? Will GM Ron Hextall use his only surplus to facilitate 
a deal before the NHL trade deadline? 

Defensemen, even creaking d-men, who can take care of their own zone, 
often pull at least a second-round pick. On many occasions, they cost 
multiple picks. 

What could the Penguins attract with a young, talented defenseman? 

That’s hard to say because such defenders are not usually on the market 
unless their team is giving up on them (similar to New Jersey, including a 
third-rounder with Smith for John Marino). 

Hextall is unlikely to give up his first-round pick in the coming deep draft, 
but a first-rounder is the price tag to move a salaries veteran. So, 
perhaps one of the Penguins defensemen is the attached asset with a 
veteran so the Penguins can move salary in order to add a piece 
elsewhere. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have precious few trade chips beyond high draft 
picks. And that makes a young defenseman the easiest, if not the only, 
option. 

Unless the Penguins stand pat. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now LOADED: 01.14.2023 
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Dan's Daily: Messy Canucks Drama, Penguins Rehabbing 

 

Dan Kingerski4-5 minutes 13/01/2023 

 

The Patrick Kane sweepstakes have not yet begun, but perhaps John 
Klingberg is about to hit the NHL trade rumors. The Pittsburgh Penguins’ 
defense might be more nicked up. Tristan Jarry is rehabbing, but it didn’t 
appear very aggressive. The Vancouver Canucks cannot avoid drama. 
One player accused the team of mishandling Tanner Pearson’s injury, 
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swirling trade rumors, and now a report that the team might shove aside 
Bruce Boudreau for Rick Tocchet. 

It’s insanity in Vancouver. That’s a good team that is missing an 
ingredient, but instead of building around a good core, they’re imploding. 
My view from afar is that Jim Rutherford’s transparency and sometimes 
off-handed honesty is not a good mix for a media market like Vancouver. 
It was enjoyable in Pittsburgh as everyone played amateur GM and it 
always seemed to have context. But the already rampant speculation 
around the Canucks in that intense market has become chaos for the 
players and org. 

Pittsburgh Penguins / Steelers, Now 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: Tristan Jarry was on the ice before practice, but 
it didn’t look very aggressive. Tristan Jarry update. 

At practice, another defenseman was absent. A beat-up blue line might 
be thinner Friday night. Penguins practice. 

Taylor Fedun was recalled one day after Mark Friedman was demoted to 
the WBS Penguins. 

Steelers Now: The 2023 Steelers free agents. 

Alan Saunders explains why losing Brian Flores to the Browns would 
sting the Steelers. 

Pittsburgh Baseball Now: John Perrotto determines where Brian 
Reynolds ranks among the MLB outfielders. 

NHL Trade Talk, News & National Hockey Now: 

TSN: An update on Patrick Kane and soon the NHL trade rumors will 
include John Klingerberg, who had to submit his 10-team list. 

Sportsnet: Canucks messy drama. The Canucks are talking to Rick 
Tocchet to take over as coach. Bruce Boudreau scratched Oliver Ekman-
Larsson. And Quinn Hughes not so subtly accused the Canucks of 
mishandling Tanner Pearson’s hand injury. Pearson had a setback and is 
out of the year. 

Metro Division / Eastern Conference: 

Philly Hockey Now: Damn those Ipads! John Tortorella got rid of Ipads 
from the Philadelphia Flyers bench. 

Owen Tippett is finding his game. Was the Claude Giroux trade a win for 
the Flyers? 

Washington Hockey Now: Is the relationship broken between Anthony 
Mantha and the Washington Capitals? 

NYI: Good news for the Pittsburgh Penguins — The Islanders blew a 
lead and lost to the Minnesota Wild. The Islanders were ahead of the 
Penguins, but no longer. Go inside the locker room. Frustration is 
growing inside the New York Islanders. 

Detroit Red Wings: It’s been YEARS since Detroit beat Toronto. They 
finally did on Thursday. Robby Fabbri’s energy propelled the 4-1 Detroit 
Red Wings win. 

Montreal Hockey Now: One of my favorite players, watch the three 
standing ovations as the Montreal Canadiens honored P.K Subban. 

And another WiFi fight. This kid can throw. Arber Xhekaj dropped the 
mitts with Tanner Jeannot in the Canadiens’ win. Watch the Arber Xhekaj 
fight. 

Boston Hockey Now: Wow. It took until Jan. 12. Get the details of the 
FIRST regulation home loss this season for the Boston Bruins. 

The West: 

Vegas Hockey Now: Keegan Kolesar got a haircut and led the Golden 
Knights. He had two assists, a fight, and six hits in the Vegas Golden 
Knights win over Florida. 

Colorado Hockey Now: Emerging beat writer extraordinaire Evan Rawal 
hits this one out of the park. Twitter skewered Colorado after the lowly 
Chicago Blackhawks skated past them, 3-2. Is it panic time for the 
Colorado Avalanche? 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now LOADED: 01.14.2023 
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Canucks: NHLPA looking at Tanner Pearson's hand injury situation 

 

Patrick Johnston 

Published Jan 13, 2023 

 

HOLLYWOOD, Fla. — A day after the Vancouver Canucks announced 
veteran winger Tanner Pearson’s season was over following a third 
surgical procedure on his hand, the news has only grown more 
concerning. 

During Friday’s edition of Donnie and Dhali on CHEK-TV, Rick Dhaliwal 
reported that Pearson may need further procedures on his hand and 
there are doubts whether the winger will be able to play in the 2023-24 
season. 

“I was told last night some say Pearson has already had three to four 
surgeries already. He is not done with more work on the hand. Yes, it’s 
possible more surgeries. There also seems to be an infection that is 
causing problems as well,” he said. 

“Could it be career-threatening? We don’t know that yet. But I’m told 
there is no guarantee that Tanner Pearson will be back next season. It is 
a significant injury.” 

An NHL Players Association spokesperson acknowledged the PA is 
involved in the situation, but declined to comment further. 

Pearson was originally injured Nov. 9 against the Montreal Canadiens 
and had surgery the next day, which the Canucks described as 
“successful.” He was originally expected to be out four to six weeks. 

He was skating in occasional practices too, in order to keep up his 
fitness. 

However, in early December he had a second procedure, setting back 
his recovery. 

After Christmas, Canucks head coach Bruce Boudreau said he didn’t 
know when Pearson would be back, but expressed some optimism that 
perhaps he would be part of the team’s current road trip. 

Instead, his season has been shut down. 

After Thursday’s game, Quinn Hughes was clearly upset about his 
teammate’s plight. Pearson is very popular with his teammates. 

“I feel bad for him. I mean, it wasn’t handled properly and, you know, it’s 
not really a good situation he’s got there and hopefully he’s going to be 
all right,” he said. 

Asked whether the team might wish they had simply avoided surgery, 
Boudreau said he didn’t know anything about the decisions made around 
Pearson’s treatment. The Canucks’ management haven’t offered 
anything further. 

 

Vancouver Province: LOADED: 01.14.2023 

1264986 Minnesota Wild 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 14, 2023 

 

Wild's Kirill Kaprizov aiming for career goal No. 100 vs. the slumping 
Coyotes 

 

Sarah McLellan4-5 minutes 1/13/2023 

 

7 p.m. Saturday vs. Arizona • Xcel Energy Center • BSNX, 100.3-FM 

Wild update: After collecting three of a possible four points on their New 
York trip, the Wild are back home for one game before returning to the 
road. They are 10-3 in their past 13 home games, a stretch that includes 
a 4-3 victory vs. the Coyotes on Nov. 27. LW Kirill Kaprizov had three 
points in that game. Kaprizov's next goal will be the 100th of his NHL 
career. C Sam Steel is one point shy of matching his career high (22) set 
in 2019-20. 

Coyotes update: The Coyotes have lost seven in a row after getting 
swept on a three-game homestand. They've been outscored 31-14 
during the losing streak. On the road, Arizona is 6-17-3. Former Gophers 
and Wild F Nick Bjugstad has 10 goals and eight assists. Arizona has 
won only twice in its past 15 matchups vs. the Wild. 

Star Tribune LOADED: 01.14.2023 
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Coyotes take losing streak into matchup with the Wild 

 

Associated Press10-13 minutes 1/13/2023 

 

Arizona Coyotes (13-22-5, seventh in the Central Division) vs. Minnesota 
Wild (22-14-4, third in the Central Division) 

Saint Paul, Minnesota; Saturday, 8 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Arizona Coyotes look to end a seven-game slide 
with a win over the Minnesota Wild. 

Minnesota has gone 22-14-4 overall with a 7-4-0 record against the 
Central Division. The Wild have an 8-3-1 record in games their 
opponents serve more penalty minutes. 

Arizona is 1-3-2 against the Central Division and 13-22-5 overall. The 
Coyotes have a -38 scoring differential, with 109 total goals scored and 
147 conceded. 

The teams meet Saturday for the second time this season. The Wild won 
the last matchup 4-3. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Kirill Kaprizov has 24 goals and 25 assists for the 
Wild. Ryan Hartman has scored four goals and added three assists over 
the past 10 games. 

Shayne Gostisbehere has nine goals and 19 assists for the Coyotes. 
Jakob Chychrun has two goals and five assists over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Wild: 5-3-2, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.2 assists, 4.3 
penalties and 12 penalty minutes while giving up 2.4 goals per game. 

Coyotes: 3-7-0, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.3 assists, 3.5 penalties and 10 
penalty minutes while giving up 3.5 goals per game. 

INJURIES: Wild: None listed. 

Coyotes: Liam O'Brien: out (upper body), Andrew Ladd: out 
(undisclosed), Matias Maccelli: out (lower body). 

Star Tribune LOADED: 01.14.2023 
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How will the Wild manage their lineup now that everyone is healthy? 

 

Dane Mizutani3-4 minutes 1/13/2023 

 

Wild coach Dean Evason has always preached the importance of internal 
competition. 

Though he doesn’t like sitting any of his players for too long, he likes 
when teammates are jockeying for position in the lineup. 

As far as Evason is concerned, that internal competition brings out the 
best in everyone. 

“They battle against each other for the right to play with each other,” he 
said. “That’s what we want them to do.” 

Those battles have gotten even more intense as of late. 

This week’s two-game road trip in New York was the first time all season 
the Wild had all their players at their disposal. That made for some tough 
decisions, and in the end, winger Mason Shaw and defenseman Alex 
Goligoski sat out as healthy scratches in Tuesday’s shootout loss to the 
New York Rangers and Thursday’s comeback win over New York 
Islanders. 

You could argue neither player deserves to sit out based on how they 
have played this season. Which raises the question: How will the Wild 
manage their lineup now that everyone is healthy? 

“If you play well, you stay in,” Evason said. “If you have a bad game, 
there’s somebody that’s available that can take your spot.” 

It’s unclear when exactly Shaw will play again. He has impressed the 
coaching staff with his work ethic this season, so it wouldn’t be surprising 
to see him on the ice sooner rather than later. 

“Unfortunately we had to take somebody out,” Evason said. “We had a 
great conversation with him. It’s not an easy decision because he 
shouldn’t come out of our lineup.” 

Looking at the roster, Shaw would most likely replace either Brandon 
Duhaime or Ryan Reaves, both wingers, whenever he gets back in. That 
said, Evason has proved in the past that he’s not afraid to sit a player 
with a higher profile if he feels like he isn’t pulling his weight. 

“We had to make a choice, and that was our choice,” Evason said of 
benching Shaw this week. “The way that he’s played and with the heart 
and grit and all the rest of it, he’s a big part of our hockey club. He’ll be 
back in there.” 

No matter what happens in the coming weeks, if the Wild stay at full 
strength, the coaching staff is going to continue to have difficult decisions 
to make on a nightly basis. 

It’s a good problem to have even if there’s a lot of unknowns that come 
with that. The only thing that’s certain is that the Wild will not have a set 
rotation at any point. 

“We’re not going to do that,” Evason said. “We’re going to make 
decisions day-by-day like we always have.” 
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