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Hurricanes gut out tough win and get a season sweep of Pittsburgh Penguins

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Pittsburgh Penguins won’t be 
playing again this season, unless it’s in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs.  

The four-game season series ended Saturday, the 
Hurricanes gutting out a tough 2-1 victory to complete a 
season sweep in the Metropolitan Division game at PNC 
Arena. 

The Canes (27-9-7) again leaned on their new offensive 
power source: the defensemen. 

Brady Skjei and Jalen Chatfield each had goals a game after 
four D-men — including Chatfield — combined for five goals 
against Columbus. Skjei scored his ninth and Chatfield his 
fourth.  

And the Canes again had goalie Frederik Andersen in net. 
After beating Columbus in his first game since Nov. 6, 
Andersen faced 35 shots and was named the first star of the 
game, getting some “Fred-die!”chants at home. 

The Canes took a 2-0 lead into the third period, killing off 
1:34 of a Penguins 5-on-3 power play that began late in the 
second. Andersen was calm and solid in net and Carolina 
keeping the heat on Pens goalie Casey DeSmith, who did his 
part to keep the Penguins (21-15-6) in the game.  

“We did a great job killing that and obviously Freddie was 
great,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said.  

But Andersen later made things interesting. He tried to catch 
and swat away the puck, only to knock it off Pens forward 
Rickard Rakell and into his net at 7:48 of the third -- a power-
play goal for Pittsburgh. 

“It’s funny they got a power-play goal and he gave it to 
them,” Brind’Amour said. “But that’s all he gave them. It was 
a great performance.”  

The Canes had to kill off two other penalties in the third to 
seal it. The last came when Brent Burns was called for cross-
checking with 1:02 remaining, but the Pens could not tie it 
with a 6-on-4 advantage after pulling DeSmith. 

Takeaways from the game:  

▪ It has taken a while, and longer than he wanted, but Teuvo 
Teravainen is back in form, back on a line and in sync with 

Sebastian Aho. The Aho line often was matched up against 
the Sidney Crosby line.  

▪ Skjei and Brett Pesce could be the top pairing for many 
NHL teams. They can skate, they’re smart, they’re so 
positionally sound. Pesce has 10 points in his last 10 games.  

▪ And what about Skjei the sniper? He has nine goals this 
season and has never had 10 or more at any level of hockey. 

“I’ve found myself in some pretty good spots on the ice,” 
Skjei said. “I’ve just been lucky to find those corners 
recently.”  

▪ Chatfield is getting better each game. Tough guy, rugged 
on D. And he can score, too. He did it again Saturday 
against the Pens off a Aho pass, his second in as many 
games. “I’ve just got a shooting mentality,” Chatfield said. 
“Throw it on net and good things happen.” 

▪ Brind’Amour always talks about the need to have all four 
lines going. All four lines were going Saturday, each taking 
their turn putting some heat on DeSmith.  

▪ Brent Burns, faceoff man? It happened when Aho was 
kicked out of the circle to begin the third. Burns stepped in 
and cleanly beat Crosby, burning some seconds off a penalty 
kill. “That was awesome to see,” Andersen said.  

▪ Jordan Staal always seems to accept and relish the 
challenge of matching up against Evgeni Malkin. Goes back 
to Staal’s Pittsburgh days. The competition between the 
centers continues.  

▪ Andrei Svechnikov has cooled offensively. That’s now 
seven games without a goal and two points. No. 37 is stuck 
on 19 goals.  

▪ Not a bad idea to send out the Aho line, with Teravainen 
and Seth Jarvis, with Skjei and Pesce to start the power 
plays, Canes were 3-for-20 in the last five games before 
Saturday.  

▪ Announced attendance for the State-Miami basketball 
game, which had a noon start, was 16,819. Add in a near 
sellout Saturday night for Canes-Pens and that was a lot of 
foot traffic in the building for the day/night doubleheader of 
hoops/hockey. 
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The NHL’s best surprises and biggest disappointments halfway through the 2022-23 
season

It’s halfway through the NHL’s regular season, and Erik 
Karlsson is scoring like it’s 1989, Stuart Skinner has wrestled 
the reins from Jack Campbell in Edmonton and the Maple 
Leafs’ goalies look … good? 

Those are just a few of the unexpected developments we 
heard about this week when The Athletic asked its NHL staff 
for their best surprises and biggest disappointments as most 
teams have crossed the 41-game mark. 
 
Here’s one surprise and one disappointment for each team in 
the first half. 
 
Anaheim Ducks 
 
Best surprise: Mason McTavish 
 
Considering he was among the preseason favorites for the 
Calder Trophy, it might be a stretch to say McTavish is that 
“big” of a “surprise,” but there aren’t many good surprises to 
pick from in Anaheim — and the fact that he is making 
progress by the week and flourishing for a team deep in last 
place has made him a singular bright spot in a torturous 
season for the Ducks. McTavish is among the top rookie 
scorers and is now playing first-line center after starting the 
season on left wing and centering the third and fourth lines at 
times. He hasn’t turned 20 yet and still has lots of growing to 
do, but his play often resembles that of a more mature soul. 
 
Biggest disappointment: The big-name additions 
 
Narrowing the disappointments down to one is a task. Coach 
Dallas Eakins’ ability to get effective play out of the group 
seems to have ended with last season’s surprising first half. 
The power play and penalty kill have taken huge steps 
backward. But it is the underwhelming impact of the veterans 
general manager Pat Verbeek brought in last summer that 
has been the most discouraging development. The four 
players — John Klingberg, Ryan Strome, Frank Vatrano and 
Dmitry Kulikov — weren’t expected to be superstars, but the 
idea was that they would fill huge gaps and help Anaheim be 
more competitive on a nightly basis. Instead, all four have 
struggled to varying degrees and the team is even worse 
than the one gutted at last year’s trade deadline. — Eric 
Stephens 
 
Arizona Coyotes 
 
Best surprise: Karel Vejmelka’s dogged work in goal 
 
Their current seven-game losing streak has colored many of 
the Coyotes’ first-half positives, but on a rebuilding team 
thought to be destined for the bottom of the standings, 

Vejmelka’s 11 wins, plus a save percentage that’s still above 
.900, and unwillingness to quit on any puck has kept the 
team in games they had no business winning — or even 
being in. Unquestionably, he’s been the team MVP. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Barrett Hayton 
 
Mostly because of his draft pedigree — fifth overall in 2018, 
two spots ahead of Quinn Hughes — the expectation was 
that Hayton would eventually evolve into a top-six difference-
maker. At 22, it still hasn’t happened. He has just five goals 
and 14 points in 41 games despite getting decent playing 
time (15:30 per night). — Eric Duhatschek 
 
Boston Bruins 
 
Best surprise: Linus Ullmark 
 
Everybody expected Ullmark would be more settled as a 
second-year Bruin. Nobody expected him to be in the Vezina 
race. Everything about the ex-Sabre’s game has been 
exceptional: squareness to shots, rebound control, 
recoveries, puck touches, athleticism, skating. The Bruins 
will continue to keep Jeremy Swayman in the mix in terms of 
regular appearances. But Ullmark has become the clear ace. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Craig Smith 
 
The Bruins expected Smith to be the No. 3 right wing. But 
Smith has been on the fourth line, benched, healthy 
scratched and waived. He has just two goals and is 
averaging a career-low 9:44 of ice time per game. Coach Jim 
Montgomery is trying to get Smith more involved by playing 
him in Jake DeBrusk’s spot on the No. 1 line. Smith is in a 
contract year and unlikely to be brought back. — Fluto 
Shinzawa 
 
Buffalo Sabres 
 
Best surprise: Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen 
 
Luukkonen started the season with AHL Rochester and 
struggled when he was first called up to replace the injured 
Eric Comrie. He has hit his stride recently, though, winning 
six straight starts before Thursday’s loss to the Jets. The 23-
year-old is starting to look like a player who could solve 
Buffalo’s long-standing issues in net. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Team defense 
 
The Sabres made a few moves to bolster their defense, but 
injuries and inconsistent play have led to some disappointing 
results. Buffalo leads the league in goals per game (3.83) but 
is also allowing the ninth most goals per game (3.48). This 
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offense is good enough to get the team to the playoffs if the 
defense can catch up. — Matthew Fairburn 
 
Calgary Flames 
 
Best surprise: Adam Ruzicka 
 
Ruzicka began the year on the outside of the lineup but has 
since turned himself into a regular forward. He’s gotten 
power-play time and even briefly played on the first line 
alongside Elias Lindholm, to Lindholm’s approval. Ruzicka 
needs to be more consistent in his production, regardless of 
his line placement, but 20 points in 33 games is a pleasant 
surprise. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Jonathan Huberdeau 
 
Huberdeau has at least been producing offense lately (11 
points in his past 12 games), but he still has to adjust to his 
new teammates, and the Flames have to hope there’s more 
production to come. He’s well off his career-best pace from 
last season, and the points aren’t coming in bunches. More 
is expected from him. — Julian McKenzie 
  
Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Best surprise: Jordan Martinook 
 
In an effort to maximize the team’s long-term-injured-reserve 
cap space, Martinook was put on waivers before the start of 
the season. The team expected him to clear, and he did, but 
they couldn’t have known he would put together his best 
NHL season. Martinook has admirably replaced Nino 
Niederreiter on Jordan Staal’s left wing, and with nine goals 
and 20 points, is already closing in on a career-high in points 
(25). 
 
Biggest disappointment: Frederik Andersen 
 
Andersen finished fourth in voting for the Vezina Trophy last 
season but has an .893 save percentage and 2.64 goals-
against average in just nine games in 2022-23 and has gone 
from having his durability questioned to being certifiably 
injury-prone. There is still the possibility for redemption. 
Andersen stopped 21 of 23 shots Thursday in his first game 
in two months, and the door is open for him to reestablish 
himself as Carolina’s No. 1 with both Pyotr Kochetkov and 
Antti Raanta struggling of late. — Cory Lavalette 
 
Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Best surprise: Goaltender Alex Stalock 
 
With a .923 save percentage behind *this* defense, Stalock 
has clearly taken over the No. 1 goaltending job from Petr 
Mrazek. Stalock’s wildly aggressive play has been easily the 
most entertaining aspect of the Blackhawks’ season, and it 
seems to energize the players in front of him, too. That he’s 
doing all this after playing just one game over the past two 
seasons because of a heart condition makes it all the more 
impressive — and inspiring. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Patrick Kane 

 
Kane has made a career out of producing at a high level with 
middling linemates, but even he has struggled to score at his 
usual pace with this team. While scoring is up around the 
league, Kane is below a point-per-game pace for the first 
time since the 2017-18 season. Now he’s missing time with 
an apparent hip injury. All of which can’t help his all-
important trade value ahead of the March 3 deadline. — 
Mark Lazerus 
 
Colorado Avalanche 
 
Best surprise: Evan Rodrigues 
 
Rodrigues has 20 points in 29 games — a career-best 0.69 
points per game — and he’s doing it on a reasonable $2 
million cap hit. He has proven himself to be someone who 
can play alongside high-end skilled players, and if the 
Avalanche get back on track, that will be valuable come the 
playoffs. The question with Rodrigues, who got off to a hot 
start last year in Pittsburgh, is if he can sustain that level of 
play for a full season. If he can, he’ll likely remain Colorado’s 
best surprise. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Samuel Girard’s regression 
 
Two years ago, Girard looked like one of the more promising 
up-and-coming offensive-minded defensemen in the league. 
He played more than 23 minutes per night and had 32 points 
in 48 games for 0.67 points per game. He saw a downturn in 
production last year (0.42 points per game) and he’s down to 
0.29 this year with a minus-13 rating. Coach Jared Bednar 
has liked recent stretches of play from Girard, but the 
Avalanche need him to be more consistent, especially given 
their injury situation. He isn’t the only disappointment, 
though. Alex Newhook wasn’t able to fill in for Nazem Kadri 
at second-line center — which was perhaps an unfair 
expectation for a 21-year-old — and Colorado has gotten 
very little from its AHL call-ups while dealing with injuries. — 
Peter Baugh 
 
Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Best surprise: Joonas Korpisalo 
 
Korpisalo had hip surgery last spring on the heels of two sub-
par seasons, and you wondered if he’d ever return to the 
form he showed with his record-setting performance in the 
2020 playoffs. But he has been one of the Blue Jackets’ few 
bright spots in 2022-23, not to mention their only reliable 
goaltender. He’s 6-8-1 with a .908 save percentage and 3.28 
goals-against average. Those numbers may be pretty 
mediocre if you look across the league, but they stand out 
when you consider that the Blue Jackets’ other goalies (Elvis 
Merzlikins and Daniil Tarasov) are a combined 6-19-1 with 
an .883 save percentage and 4.12 GAA. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Elvis Merzlikins 
 
There are so many candidates here. Cole Sillinger, Jack 
Roslovic and Patrik Laine were all considered. But 
Merzlikins’ struggles have been profound. His .865 save 
percentage and 4.65 GAA jump off the page. They aren’t just 
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the worst in the league this season; they’re the worst from 
the past several seasons. The play in front of Merzlikins has 
done him no favors and may have contributed to his erratic, 
unsettled performances. The Blue Jackets have no choice 
but to let him play his way out of this, too, as he just started a 
five-year, $27 million contract. — Aaron Portzline 
 
Dallas Stars 
 
Best surprise: Wyatt Johnston 
 
The Stars’ 19-year-old rookie had the talent, but nobody 
expected him to be this good this fast. He is second in the 
NHL among rookies with 11 goals and is in the discussion 
with Tyler Seguin for the second-best centerman on the team 
this season. And more than how good Johnston has been, 
it’s his consistency that has really been impressive. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Denis Gurianov 
 
The excuses have finally run out in Dallas for Gurianov. He 
flashed great potential as a rookie in 2020, leading the team 
in goals, and tangibly he is a pretty complete package. There 
were high hopes for him in Pete DeBoer’s system, which has 
been kind to pretty much everybody, but he just has not been 
able to put it all together on the ice. Gurianov’s failure to be 
the middle-six right winger he was expected to be has 
resulted in a domino effect, giving the Stars a need they will 
need to fill. — Saad Yousuf 
 
Detroit Red Wings 
 
Best surprise: Jake Walman 
 
Walman, acquired last trade deadline in the Nick Leddy deal, 
has been a revelation for Detroit. He started the season 
injured but since has steadily climbed up the lineup to the 
Red Wings’ top pair next to Moritz Seider. And his 
impressive play has held up throughout the climb, with his 
51.86 percent expected-goals share at five-on-five best 
among Red Wings defensemen. This looks like Walman’s 
breakout season at age 26, and it’s coming at a good time 
for Detroit. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Immediate returns on big contracts 
 
I chose this answer trying to look through the eyes of the 
fanbase, who have been pretty vocal about wanting more 
from the two big-ticket free-agent signings: Ben Chiarot and 
Andrew Copp. But personally, I think that perceived 
disappointment may be a bit more due to expectations and 
external circumstances, especially in Copp’s case. The 
forward had an abdominal surgery that sidelined him for all of 
camp and the preseason, and he still hasn’t really looked like 
himself yet, especially in terms of his defense. But it’s worth 
noting, he is still on pace for close to 50 points this season — 
not far off his career high of 53 last season. You want to see 
the shutdown defensive element come back obviously — it 
may be more important than the production with Copp — but 
everything in his track record says it should with more time 
post-surgery. Meanwhile, Chiarot’s profile before coming to 
Detroit was just about exactly what he’s been with the Red 
Wings: a physical force on the back end who can sometimes 

get into trouble with his aggressiveness. That’s been spot on, 
for better and for worse, so far. The four-year length on his 
deal seems to be the main sticking point with fans, but for 
what it’s worth, Chiarot’s usage at 20:59 per game would 
indicate the Red Wings’ coaching staff feels better about the 
player than the fanbase does. — Max Bultman 
 
Edmonton Oilers 
 
Best surprise: Stuart Skinner 
 
Jack Campbell’s struggles could have sunk the Oilers’ 
season, but Skinner’s efforts have helped keep them in the 
playoff hunt. Skinner was solid as the third-stringer last 
season, posting a .913 save percentage, but he compiled 
that in just 13 appearances. He’s maintained that efficiency 
in 2022-23 while taking on a starter’s workload, posting a 
.914 save percentage and 12-10-2 record entering play 
Friday. The three-year contract extension he signed in 
December was well-earned. 
 
Biggest disappointment: The penalty kill 
 
There are lots of options to choose from here. Depth scoring 
has been nearly nonexistent. Defensive woes have been 
prevalent. To say Campbell has underperformed would be 
putting it mildly. But the penalty kill has been among the 
league’s worst for most of the season. Coverage has been 
woeful and lost faceoffs have led directly to several goals. 
The low point was allowing four power-play markers to the 
Kings on Monday. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 
 
Florida Panthers 
 
Best surprise: Brandon Montour 
 
Since Montour’s first full NHL season in 2017-18, he’s 54th in 
points per game (0.45) among defensemen. His issue has 
been either producing enough points to cancel out defensive 
shortcomings or improving that facet of his game. In easier 
minutes in 2022-23, he’s done a bit of both, but the 
production has been particularly strong. Through Thursday, 
he was eighth among NHL defensemen in scoring and 
seventh in scoring at five-on-five, projected to finish with 
more than 65 points. He’s also been a net positive as a play-
driver. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Everything else 
 
Outside of Montour and Matthew Tkachuk, it’s hard to find 
much to like. The Panthers have fallen woefully short of 
expectations, due to a combo of injuries (Aleksander Barkov, 
Anthony Duclair) and widespread regression under first-year 
coach Paul Maurice. Mix in poor goaltending (Spencer 
Knight was 58th in goals saved above expected through 
Thursday and Sergei Bobrovsky 65th) and you’ve got a team 
cruising for the draft lottery … where it’ll send its pick to 
Montreal. Whoops. — Sean Gentille 
 
Los Angeles Kings 
 
Best surprise: Pheonix Copley 
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Before he made his Kings debut on Dec. 6 in Ottawa, Copley 
had played in only two NHL contests (with just one start) 
since the 2018-19 season. The 30-year-old from North Pole, 
Alaska, is now on a run that could reach storybook 
proportions if it continues. He has won 12 of his 14 starts and 
given L.A. some desperately needed stability in net as Kings 
coach Todd McLellan continues to ride him. As a runner-up 
here, Gabriel Vilardi’s ascent can’t be ignored, as he offers a 
reminder that the payoff on a high draft pick sometimes 
doesn’t come right away. Taken at No. 11 in 2017, the 
talented right wing has emerged as an impact player at age 
23, leading the Kings in goals for much of the season and 
sitting at 17 (a 31-goal pace). Vilardi used a strong 
preseason to claim an everyday job. He hasn’t looked back. 
 
Biggest disappointment: The presumed goalie duo 
 
Copley coming out of nowhere has been massive for the 
Kings, but the longtime AHL goalie wouldn’t have had the 
opportunity to get back in the NHL and play regularly without 
Jonathan Quick and Cal Petersen struggling the way they 
have. Quick is well below average when it comes to quality 
starts and the number of goals prevented (minus-13.4) 
against the league average on shots faced, while traditional 
numbers such as save percentage (.884) and goals-against 
average (3.40) are far off what we’ve been accustomed to 
seeing from the longtime No. 1. Petersen is trying to 
straighten himself out in the AHL after the shocking demotion 
on Dec. 1. — Eric Stephens 
 
Minnesota Wild 
 
Best surprise: Filip Gustavsson 
 
Nobody, NOBODY, could have imagined Gustavsson would 
be this good, probably not even general manager Bill Guerin, 
who traded disgruntled Cam Talbot to Ottawa for him in July. 
The 24-year-old got off to a rough start, like the entire Wild, 
but in 10 starts since Nov. 19, he has an 9-2-0 record and 
ranks second in the NHL with a .939 save percentage and 
first with a 1.64 goals-against average. The coaching staff 
has gained a lot of confidence in him, meaning he could see 
more starts than expected to spell Marc-Andre Fleury in the 
second half. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Marco Rossi 
 
After setting an Iowa Wild rookie scoring record with 53 
points in 63 games last season, expectations were lofty for 
the 21-year-old entering training camp. Rossi then led the 
NHL in preseason scoring, but 16 games into the regular 
season, he had no goals and one assist and just wasn’t 
engaging the way the Wild had hoped. He is averaging more 
than a point per game back down in Iowa, but there’s no 
roster room for him right now. He’ll have to be patient to get 
back, but by all accounts, he’s been mature down in the 
minors and further development can only do him good. — 
Michael Russo 
 
Montreal Canadiens 
 
Best surprise: Sam Montembeault 
 

Montembeault’s future as an NHL goaltender was never 
really clear until this season. He may never become a 
starter, but he’s shown he can be consistently solid as 
opposed to spurts of good play. Whether his future is in 
Montreal or elsewhere, he’s proving that he’s an NHLer. 
 
Biggest disappointment: The power play 
 
Expectations were low for the Canadiens coming into the 
season, but one area where it could have been reasonably 
expected for them to succeed was the power play. With Cole 
Caufield, Nick Suzuki, Sean Monahan and Mike Hoffman, 
the Canadiens had four legitimate threats to keep teams 
guessing. But the coaching staff has not found a way to 
make the various parts work together. — Arpon Basu 
 
Nashville Predators 
 
Best surprise: Juuso Parssinen 
 
The rookie center turned a lot of heads in training camp but 
figured to be a year away, then played too well in Milwaukee 
to delay things any longer. He has been a solid, physical 
centerman with some sizzle to his game, as seen in his pass 
to Filip Forsberg for the Preds’ only goal Wednesday at 
Toronto. After adding a goal and an assist Thursday, he has 
16 points in 27 games. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Secondary scoring, namely Tanner 
Jeannot 
 
It may be unfair to single out an undrafted player whose 
production this season would exceed any reasonable 
expectations when he signed in 2018. Also, he continues to 
smash everything in sight. But Jeannot’s 24 goals and 41 
points last season raised the bar, and his inability to get 
anything to go in this season (three goals and nine points in 
41 games) is a problem for a team with such offensive 
limitations. — Joe Rexrode 
 
New Jersey Devils 
 
Best surprise: The impact of assistant coaches 
 
There was rightfully some concern when it was announced 
that Lindy Ruff would return behind the bench in New Jersey, 
and it’s still a valid question whether he’s the right person to 
lead this team. But there are clear tactical and stylistic 
differences this season, despite that. Offseason hires 
Andrew Brunette and Ryan McGill both seem to be very 
influential on this team’s play and help show just how 
important these roles are in this league. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Losing the cushion 
 
New Jersey’s hot start helped them bank points early. The 
team had a major lead on most of its competitors, not just in 
the Metropolitan but in the Eastern Conference. That’s 
slipped, though, since December. It was a mix of bad luck 
and a lack of adjustments as teams around the league 
caught onto the Devils’ style of play. — Shayna Goldman 
 
New York Islanders 
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Best surprise: Zach Parise 
 
Despite his age, the 38-year-old Parise is proving to be one 
of the better values in the NHL and is third on the Islanders 
with 12 goals. Three of those goals have been on the power 
play, where the Islanders have really struggled. It’s not 
difficult to envision the Islanders bringing him back on 
another one-year deal next season. 
 
Biggest disappointment: The power play 
 
From Feb. 1 on last season, the Islanders had the NHL’s 
fourth-best power play (26.6 percent). After bringing back the 
same players this season, it would stand to reason that the 
unit would pick up where it left off, right? Well, no. The power 
play has been brutal, especially lately, and is just 27th in the 
league headed into Friday’s games. It will have to get much 
better for the team to qualify for the playoffs. — Kevin Kurz 
 
New York Rangers 
 
Best surprise: Filip Chytil’s scoring mentality 
 
Chytil’s first four NHL seasons were marked with 
inconsistency and hesitation in scoring situations. Then he 
had a wonderful two-week stretch in the playoffs when he 
was the biggest five-on-five scoring threat the Rangers had; 
and he’s carried that attitude into this season, on pace for 
career highs in goals, points and shots while still getting 
barely 14 minutes per game. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Jacob Trouba 
 
Heavy is the sweater that has the C, apparently. Trouba is 
still the unquestioned leader of the Rangers, and his 
signature moment of throwing his helmet and yelling at his 
own bench six weeks ago was powerful, but his on-ice game 
has looked erratic from Day 1. Still waiting for him to become 
a steadier presence. — Arthur Staple 
 
Ottawa Senators 
 
Best surprise: Jake Sanderson 
 
Sanderson arrived in Ottawa with lofty expectations, but I 
think he’s managed to surpass them already. The 20-year-
old has seamlessly fit into the Senators’ top four, logging 
more than 21 minutes per night and playing in all situations. 
Perhaps the biggest feather in his cap is the fact that he’s 
playing a major role on Ottawa’s penalty kill. Since Dec. 1, 
the Senators have the No. 1 PK in the entire NHL and no 
Ottawa player has seen as much shorthanded time in that 
window as Sanderson. He’ll likely need to pop a little more 
offensively if he wants to get into the Calder Trophy race, but 
Sanderson’s cool and calming presence on the blue line has 
been exactly what this team needed. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Even-strength scoring 
 
The Senators have had a top-five power play for most of this 
season, operating with a better than 27 percent success rate. 
But they’ve been downright awful at five-on-five, which is a 

major reason this team is currently sitting well outside the 
playoff field. The Senators have been outscored 88-66 at 
five-on-five this season — the fifth-worst differential in the 
league as of Thursday. If that number were a little more 
balanced, this team would likely be sitting in a playoff spot at 
the midway point of the campaign. — Ian Mendes 
 
Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Best surprise: Travis Konecny 
 
Before the last month, Carter Hart’s resurgence would have 
been the no-brainer answer. But while Hart’s play has 
remained steady even as he’s fallen a bit from his 
otherworldly early-season results, he’s not the big story 
surrounding the Flyers anymore. That’s Konecny, who has 
racked up 12 goals and 20 points in his past 10 games and 
is suddenly pacing for a 50-goal, 100-point season. Konecny 
appeared in the midst of a breakout back in 2019-20, but two 
disappointing campaigns in its wake put a halt to that talk. 
Now, he’s rolling again, except this time he’s doing it with far 
less support on the roster. Perhaps the Flyers aren’t 
completely lacking in high-end talent after all? Konecny is 
certainly making that case. 
 
Biggest disappointment: The Ivan Provorov–Tony DeAngelo 
top pair 
 
The hope on general manager Chuck Fletcher’s part was 
that by ponying up three draft picks to acquire Tony 
DeAngelo, he would fill the team’s longstanding top-pair 
right-handed defenseman hole and help the best version of 
Ivan Provorov to reemerge after two down seasons. The 
result? The duo didn’t click, DeAngelo was healthy scratched 
once and is now on the second pair with Travis Sanheim, 
and Provorov is the subject of trade rumors. That plan sure 
didn’t pan out. — Charlie O’Connor 
 
Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Best surprise: Marcus Pettersson’s emergence 
 
Pettersson has been the steadiest Penguins defenseman 
this season, helping settle a corps that has gone stretches 
without Kris Letang and Jeff Petry. After vowing to improve 
upon a disappointing end to last season, Pettersson has 
turned into a viable top-four blueliner whose own-zone play 
has noticeably improved. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Third-line struggles 
 
Jeff Carter’s best days as a center are behind him. Kasperi 
Kapanen was once a healthy scratch in nine of 10 games 
and hasn’t taken to a more two-way role. These are two 
players who were supposed to form the foundation of a 
difference-making third line. Instead, that line has dragged 
down the Penguins in most games. — Rob Rossi 
 
San Jose Sharks 
 
Best surprise: Erik Karlsson 
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The first three seasons of Karlsson’s eight-year, $92 million 
contract were a disappointment in San Jose. Year 4 has 
been more than just a comeback. He’s on pace for the best 
offensive season by a defenseman in three decades and 
could win the Norris Trophy for the third time in his career. 
 
Biggest disappointment: The goaltending 
 
Before the season, goaltending was the one area the new 
regime could feel pretty confident in, but it hasn’t worked out 
that way. James Reimer and Kaapo Kahkonen are both 
sporting sub-.900 save percentages, and the Sharks have 
the second-worst team save percentage in the NHL. Reimer 
has never had a sub-.900 save percentage before this in his 
13-year career. — Corey Masisak 
 
Seattle Kraken 
 
Best surprise: Martin Jones 
 
Jones hasn’t earned the best reputation in the NHL for his 
play between the pipes, but he’s really picked up his game in 
Seattle. After a good start, he slipped a bit in late November 
but has found his footing once again. So far in January, he 
has a .946 save percentage, with quality starts in five out of 
six games, including a shutout Thursday. That’s the 
netminding this team needs to back up the goals support 
they have. 
 
Biggest disappointment: The power play 
 
The Kraken are well below average in their offensive 
generation on the man advantage. Maybe it’s because their 
forward group isn’t headlined by All-Stars. The scoring-by-
committee approach works at even strength, but on the 
power play, a team usually performs best with a bonafide top 
unit of five legitimate offensive threats. There’s potential to fix 
it as Matty Beniers becomes that star or if Seattle adds 
another high-end forward. But the roster may hold back their 
power-play scoring for a while. — Shayna Goldman 
 
St. Louis Blues 
 
Best surprise: Calle Rosen 
 
The 28-year-old defenseman had suited up in fewer than 40 
NHL games before 2022-23, and with the Blues planning to 
assign him to the AHL at the start of the season, there was 
no plan to add to that total. But after preseason injuries to 
Marco Scandella and Scott Perunovich, Rosen has been a 
regular and, at times, the team’s best defenseman. At 
$750,000, he’s been the Blues’ best bargain by far. 
 
Biggest disappointment: The defensive play, particularly from 
veterans 
 
Blues general manager Doug Armstrong signed Colton 
Parayko, Justin Faulk and Torey Krug each to contracts 
worth $6.5 million per season and brought in Nick Leddy at 
$4 million, hoping to build a defense that could skate well 
and move the puck quickly. Many questioned the 
construction of that blue line on paper, and it’s been even 
worse on the ice. Faulk has handled himself OK, but the 

subpar play of the other veterans has hurt the club 
tremendously. — Jeremy Rutherford 
Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Best surprise: Nick Perbix 
 
The rookie defenseman, who didn’t start the season on the 
roster, has cemented his place on the blue line. Perbix, a 
sixth-round pick, has fit in well, earning a top-four role and 
playing alongside Victor Hedman and Mikhail Sergachev at 
times. He even was given a two-year extension based on the 
returns. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Inability to win on the road 
 
The Lightning are pretty comfortable in a playoff spot as of 
now, third in the Atlantic Division. But their road record (9-9-
0) has been holding them back, though it could improve on 
an upcoming five-game trip. There aren’t many individual 
disappointments, but Vladislav Namestnikov got off to a slow 
start and was even healthy scratched. Phillippe Myers, 
acquired in the Ryan McDonagh trade and signed to an 
extension, passed through waivers and is now in AHL. — 
Joe Smith 
 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Best surprise: The goaltending duo 
 
The biggest question mark for the Leafs — by far — coming 
into the season was how the goalies would handle the load. 
And while Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov have both cooled 
off a bit of late (as expected), all in all, the goaltending has 
been solid with half the season in the books, with Murray at a 
.919 save percentage and 2.48 goals-against average and 
Samsonov at .914 and 2.33. Better than could have been 
expected, for sure. 
 
Biggest disappointment: October 
 
The Leafs have been so good, for the most part, since the 
beginning of November that October has largely been 
forgotten. But it might well cost them a chance at the division 
title. The Leafs went 4-4-2 in the first month; the Bruins went 
8-1-0. It’s a lot closer since, the Leafs at 22-6-5 and Bruins at 
24-4-4. Now maybe the team’s sharp play over the last two-
plus months doesn’t happen without that sluggish start, but 
points left on the table in October might sting when all is said 
and done. — Jonas Siegel 
 
Vancouver Canucks 
 
Best surprise: Andrei Kuzmenko 
 
Kuzmenko came over from Russia as an unknown NHL 
commodity when he signed a one-year entry-level contract 
with the Canucks. There was hope he could be a middle-six 
contributor, but he’s exceeded all expectations, scoring 17 
goals and 35 points in 39 games. Kuzmenko’s been a 
dynamic play-driver and has run into very limited turbulence 
in his adjustment to the NHL. 
 
Biggest disappointment: J.T. Miller 
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Thatcher Demko, who struggled enormously before going 
down with an injury, would be the answer if this was purely 
based on performance. But Miller’s play has been even more 
concerning and disappointing for Canucks fans because of 
the financial considerations. The massive seven-year, $56 
million extension he signed in the summer, which could 
come at the expense of losing captain Bo Horvat, hasn’t 
even kicked in. Miller’s been unable to stick at center and 
has struggled enormously defensively, and his offensive 
production, especially at five-on-five, has declined. 
Vancouver’s in big trouble long-term with that contract if 
Miller can’t turn it around. — Harman Dayal 
 
Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Best surprise: William Carrier is a goal scorer 
 
Entering 2022-23, Carrier had never reached double-digit 
goals in six NHL seasons. He’s been an important piece of 
Vegas’ bottom line since 2017 but is rarely relied on for 
offense. That has changed this year in a big way. He’s 
already set a new career high and tied for fifth on the team 
with 11 goals. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Phil Kessel 
 
When the Golden Knights signed Kessel this summer, there 
was a lot of talk about a highly motivated veteran scorer who 
was eager for a return to the spotlight after down years in 
Arizona. That hasn’t exactly happened. Kessel hasn’t 
produced on the power play as Vegas hoped he would and 
has the worst goals above replacement (minus-4.3) of any 
player on the team, according to Evolving-Hockey. His cap 
hit is only $1.5 million, so it wasn’t a huge risk, but to this 
point, Kessel hasn’t been the undervalued impact signing the 
Golden Knights hoped he might be. — Jesse Granger 
 
Washington Capitals 
 
Best surprise: Charlie Lindgren 
 
When No. 1 goalie Darcy Kuemper got hurt on Dec. 3, the 
Caps were 10-12-4 and mired in 12th place in the Eastern 
Conference. No one could have predicted what came next: 

Backup goalie Charlie Lindgren, a 29-year-old who came into 
the season with 29 games of NHL experience, saved the 
Caps’ season. From Dec. 5 until Kuemper returned on Dec. 
22, Lindgren went 7-1-0 with a .930 save percentage and a 
2.00 goals-against average to catapult the Caps back into 
playoff contention. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Anthony Mantha 
 
With several key forwards hurt early, the Caps hoped 
Anthony Mantha (nine goals and 23 points in 42 games) 
would seize on the opportunity, elevate his play and author a 
breakout season. Instead, the team’s fifth-highest-paid 
forward ($5.7 million per) has frustrated coaches with his 
inconsistency, as evidenced by his recent scratching. 
Mantha’s season hasn’t been bad; it’s been underwhelming. 
And with a second half to come, there’s still plenty of time for 
him to turn it around. — Tarik El-Bashir 
 
Winnipeg Jets 
 
Best surprise: Everything — a massive, team-wide 
turnaround 
 
To watch the Jets early last season was to see a solid team 
play a below-average game and win its way around porous 
defense and halfhearted backchecking efforts. To watch 
them down the stretch was to see a team gone completely 
off the rails. Rick Bowness’ Jets have been a well-organized, 
better-structured team from Day 1 of camp, and Winnipeg is 
getting an even better season than they bargained for a year 
ago. The playoffs now feel like a given, and home-ice 
advantage is a realistic ask. 
 
Biggest disappointment: Neal Pionk 
 
It’s a little harsh to praise the team up and down but pick on 
Pionk, whose 19 points in 41 games have him on pace for 
one of his very best offensive seasons. The problem is that 
Pionk’s defending has given a lot of that back in terms of 
shots, scoring chances and goals against. During Pionk’s 
early Jets career, he was among the team’s best zone-entry 
defenders, but, to me, he hasn’t moved or tracked nearly as 
well in his own zone this season as he did during those early 
days. — Murat Ates 
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Andersen overcomes mistake, D scores twice in Hurricanes’ win over Penguins 

By Cory Lavalette 
 
RALEIGH — If there’s one distinguishing characteristic of 
Frederik Andersen’s personality, it’s that he’s pretty 
unflappable. 
 
So when the Hurricanes goalie tossed and batted a puck into 
Pittsburgh forward Rickard Rakell that then bounced into the 
net to cut Carolina’s lead to one in the third period, it was no 
surprise he shook off the gaffe. 
 
Andersen stopped the next nine shots he faced, and 34 in 
all, and the Hurricanes got two more goals from their defense 
in a 2-1 win over the Penguins in front of 18,769 Saturday at 
PNC Arena. 
 
“One of his strengths is he kind of doesn’t get too high and 
he certainly doesn’t get too low either,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “He just kind of stays in the moment. 
So clearly, he did that there.” 
 
It was just the second start for Andersen since he returned 
from a lower-body injury that kept him out two months and 
led to questions about whether he was still capable of being 
Carolina’s No. 1 goalie. 
 
After allowing just three goals total in two straight wins, 
Andersen has quickly regained the form that made him a 
Vezina Trophy contender last season. 
 
“I’ll definitely take two wins, for sure,” Andersen said. “You’ve 
gotta keep building on just feeling good and comfortable in 
there.” 
 
As for the only goal he allowed, Andersen said he treated it 
like any other puck that gets behind him. 
 
“I was trying to get it out of the zone and not give up a 
whistle, but obviously the worst-case scenario,” he said. “But 
it doesn’t matter how you get scored on, you’ve got to be 
able to reset and finish the job.” 
 
Andersen did, with the help of Carolina’s penalty killers. 
 
The Hurricanes were called for six penalties to the Penguins’ 
two, including two in the game’s final 6½ minutes and a 
prolonged 5-on-3 at the end of the second period. 
 
Other than Rakell’s goal on Andersen’s miscue, the Carolina 
penalty kill was perfect, going for 5 for 6 on the night. That 

included surviving a Pittsburgh two-man advantage that 
included having key penalty killer Jordan Staal in the box. 
 
“That can win games for sure,” defenseman Jalen Chatfield, 
who scored for the second straight game, said of the penalty 
kill. “You’ve got to be dialed in on that, and I think we were 
from the start of this game. We got a few too many penalties, 
probably, but when the penalty kill plays like that, you’re 
gonna win games.” 
 
It also helps when the defense is contributing offensively. 
 
After scoring five of Carolina’s six goals two nights earlier in 
Columbus, the defense opened the scoring on Saturday. 
 
With the Staal line cycling in the Penguins’ end, the puck 
went up top to defenseman Brett Pesce, who rotated it over 
to partner Brady Skjei. Skjei faked a shot at the top of the left 
circle, fooling Rakell, and moved forward before snapping a 
shot past the glove of Casey DeSmith (34 saves) for a 1-0 
lead with just under three minutes left in the first period. 
 
It was Skjei’s ninth goal of the year, matching the career high 
he set last season. 
 
“I find myself in some pretty good spots on the ice,” Skjei 
said. “Obviously, when you can shoot from the middle of the 
slot, you’d want to see it go in. I’ve just been lucky to find 
those corners recently.” 
 
Carolina doubled its lead near the game’s midway point, and 
it was again the defense doing the damage. 
 
After Jordan Martinook and Jesper Fast won a battle behind 
the Penguins’ net, Sebastian Aho — fresh off the bench — 
swooped in to get the puck and drew two Pittsburgh 
defenders. 
 
Aho then saw Chatfield jump into the soft spot vacated by 
the Penguins and set up the defenseman for a one-timer that 
beat DeSmith blocker side high for a 2-0 lead at 9:14 of the 
middle frame. 
 
“It was a beautiful play,” Chatfield said of the setup by Aho. 
“Right in my wheelhouse, got a good shot and it went in.” 
 
It was the fourth career goal for Chatfield, all coming in the 
last 11 games after he played his first 66 in the NHL without 
scoring. 
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“I’ve got great players around me making plays to help me 
do that,” he said, “and I just got a shooting mentality. You 
just throw it on net and good things happen.” 
 
Brind’Amour said Chatfield is just now getting results on the 
scoresheet after playing consistently all season. 
 
“The puck’s going in now,” Brind’Amour said. “He gets 
chances every night, he’s in the rush, he’s got a good shot. 
But I think you can see he’s been confident all year.” 
 

Notes: After Aho was thrown out of the faceoff circle at the 
start of the third period during the 5-on-3 kill, Brent Burns 
was forced to take a faceoff against Sidney Crosby. He won 
it cleanly, his first faceoff win since the 2015-16 season. He 
is now 81-97 (45.5%) for his career, having played forward 
for a brief time. … Burns played 19:26, just the third time this 
season he’s played fewer than 20 minutes. He had played 
under 20 minutes just three times in the previous seven 
seasons. … The Hurricanes finished 4-0-0 in the season 
series against the Penguins, with two of those wins coming 
in overtime. 

 
 

 
Recap: Canes Complete Regular Season Series Sweep of Penguins 

Defense leads the offense again, as Skjei and Chatfield 
produce goals for Carolina 

By Walt Ruff 
 
RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes beat the Pittsburgh 
Penguins for a fourth and final time this regular season on 
Saturday, rounding out their four-game series with a 2-1 final 
score. 
 
The Story 
 
Entering the contest without Max Pacioretty due to a lower-
body injury suffered Thursday in Columbus, Rod 
Brind'Amour and staff elected to go with Frederik Andersen 
in net for a second consecutive game. 
 
48 hours after playing in and winning his first game in 67 
days, Saturday night looked like more of the same from last 
season's 35-game winner. Turning away 11 in the first 
period, Andersen allowed his team to get to the first lead for 
a league-leading 28th time in 43 games. 
 
After five of the team's six goals in their most recent outing 
came from the blue line, Brady Skjei continued the trend with 
a game-opening marker. 
 
Skjei's ninth of the season was the lone goal of the opening 
frame, one that saw the home team pick up steam as it went 
along. 
 
In the second Carolina's defense would add to their stat, 
making it seven of the team's last eight goals coming from 
their group. Jalen Chatfield placed a wrist shot by Casey 
DeSmith, giving him his fourth goal in the last 11 games. 
 

After holding Pittsburgh to just four even strength shots 
during the second period, it looked as if the Canes were yet 
again comfortably positioned going into the third period. 
 
However, a gaffe by Andersen allowed the Penguins to make 
it a 2-1 game with just 12:12 remaining in regulation. 
 
The Canes would also offer Pittsburgh two power play 
opportunities in the third period, but the penalty kill was able 
to tackle both and lead the team to the final horn. 
 
They Said It 
 
Rod Brind'Amour providing his assessment of the victory, 
including the team's resilient third period... 
 
"I thought we played a really good game. For two periods we 
were really good and then we took some penalties. We lost 
all momentum there and we were just kind of hanging on, but 
I loved how we killed the penalties. I thought they did a great 
job [killing those]. Obviously you don't want to take those, 
that was tough. But we took them, they were the right calls 
and when you do that, you have to kill them. And we did." 
 
Brady Skjei on Frederik Andersen's 34/35 performance... 
 
"He looked confident back there. [The goal] was a bad 
bounce and it went in, but him even trying to make that play 
shows that he's pretty confident and he feels comfortable. He 
was great. He kept us in it and played a really solid game." 
 
Jalen Chatfield after continuing his scoring tear... 
 
"You take any chance you get to score goals in this league. 
I've got great players around me making plays to help me do 
that. I just have a shooting mentality, put the puck on net and 
good things happen." 
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Bonus Notes 
 
▪ The Canes move to 27-9-7 with the victory. 
▪ Jalen Chatfield is now just one of four defensemen in the 
NHL with four goals since December 22, joining Cale Makar, 
Roman Josi, and Jake Walman. 

▪ Derek Stepan entered the lineup with Max Pacioretty 
sidelined, also moving Teuvo Teravainen to skate alongside 
Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis. 
  
What's Next? 
 
The Canes will turn right back around and host the 
Vancouver Canucks on Sunday at PNC Arena.    

 
 

Andersen makes 34 saves, Hurricanes defeat Penguins 

Chatfield scores again for Carolina; Pittsburgh has lost 8 of 
10 
 
By Kurt Dusterberg 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. -- Frederik Andersen made 34 saves for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 2-1 win against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins at PNC Arena on Saturday. 
 
The win was Andersen's second straight after he missed 29 
games with a lower-body injury. He made 21 saves in a 6-2 
win against the Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday. 
 
"I'll take the two wins for sure," Andersen said. "You've got to 
keep building on just feeling good. Anyone who has been out 
longer periods of time will tell you they miss everything about 
playing and being part of the group, so it feels good to be 
back." 
 
Brady Skjei and Jalen Chatfield scored for the Hurricanes 
(27-9-7). 
 
Rickard Rakell scored for the Penguins (21-15-6), who have 
lost two in a row and eight of 10 (2-6-2). Casey DeSmith 
made 34 saves. 
 
"We're trying to play the game the right way," Pittsburgh 
coach Mike Sullivan said. "There are different ways to create 
offense against a team like this. You don't get a ton off the 
rush, that's the challenge when you play a team like 
Carolina." 
 
Skjei gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 17:02 of the first period, 
scoring glove side with a wrist shot from the left face-off 
circle. 
 
"If you can wait a little longer and see him go down, you can 
usually cut to the middle and try to make a play," Skjei said. 
"Luckily [DeSmith] bit, and I got to the middle." 
 

Said DeSmith: "I definitely would like to have that one. Once 
he pulled it around 'Raks,' I picked it up. It hit the top of my 
glove, bent it in and just kind of trickled over." 
 
Chatfield made it 2-0 at 9:14 of the second period with a one-
timer from the slot off a pass from Sebastian Aho from along 
the right-wing boards. He has four goals in his past 11 
games after failing to score in his first 66 NHL games. 
 
"It was a beautiful play," Chatfield said. "[The pass] was right 
in my wheelhouse, got a good shot and it went in." 
 
Rakell cut it to 2-1 with a power-play goal at 7:48 of the third 
period. Andersen attempted to bat the puck away after 
catching Jake Guentzel's shot from the point, but Rakell 
batted the clearing attempt into the net. 
 
"I was trying to get it out of the zone and not give up a 
whistle, but obviously a worst-case scenario," Andersen said. 
"It doesn't matter how you get scored on, you've got to reset 
and finish the job. The guys helped out and we got the win." 
 
Rakell's goal was his 15th of the season. 
 
"I saw that he tried to make a play on it. I just tried to get 
something in there," Rakell said. "Obviously, it was rather 
lucky." 
 
Andersen made 23 saves in the second and third period, 
including two on Evgeni Malkin during a 5-on-3 power play 
late in the second.  
 
"They did a great job killing that, and obviously Freddie was 
great," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It's funny that 
they get a power-play goal, and he gave it to them. But that's 
all he gave all night. It was a great performance." 
 
Pittsburgh outshot the Hurricanes 16-7 in the third period. 
Their best scoring chance came on a backhand from Malkin 
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with 1:06 remaining, but Anderson again made a left-pad 
save. 
 
"I thought we just played on our toes [in the third]," Penguins 
captain Sidney Crosby said. "We had some decent zone 
time and decent chances. We had some good looks and 
could have tied it up." 
 

NOTES: Pittsburgh defenseman Marcus Pettersson missed 
his second straight game with an illness. ... Aho extended his 
point streak to four games (one goal, five assists). … Skjei 
has nine goals this season, tying his NHL career high. ... 
Seven of Carolina's eight goals the past two games have 
been scored by its defensemen. … The Hurricanes swept 
the season series against the Penguins (4-0-0). 

 

Hurricanes defenseman Burns takes rare face-off, wins against Crosby 

Facing long offs on penalty kill, veteran steps up to take draw 
 
By Dan O’Leary 
 
Forced into duty, Brent Burns shook off the rust and 
delivered. 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman won a face-off, a rare 
enough feat. Then you have to consider he won it against 
Pittsburgh Penguins captain Sidney Crosby. 
 
Burns was one of three Hurricanes on the ice as the 
Penguins had a two-man advantage at the tail end of a 
power play to start the third period. 
 
Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho was set to take the face-
off, but, as sometimes happens, was booted out of the circle 

by the referee. Burns took the spot instead of the only other 
option, Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin. 
 
Burns slid in and won it like he does it all the time. It was his 
first face-off win since the 2015 season. Burns took precisely 
two face-offs in his previous five seasons, losing both. He 
did, however, spend some time at forward with the San Jose 
Sharks. His career high came in 2013 when he took nine 
face-offs in a single game against the Anaheim Ducks. 
 
Crosby is second on the career list for face-offs won with 
13,048 (face-offs have been tracked since 1997). The 
Penguins captain has taken 25,034 in his career. 
 
Score one for the underdog. 
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Andersen withstands blunder as Hurricanes top Penguins 2-1 

By Bob Sutton 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Frederik Andersen made sure one 
mistake didn’t lead to any other problems for the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Saturday night. 
 
Andersen stopped 34 shots and overcame a mishap in the 
third period as the Hurricanes beat the Pittsburgh Penguins 
2-1. 
 
“Obviously, the worst-case scenario,” Andersen said. “It 
doesn’t matter how you get scored on, you’ve got to be able 
to reset.” 
 
Brady Skjei and Jalen Chatfield scored for the Hurricanes, 
who’ve won two in a row since a four-game skid. 
 
Rickard Rakell scored on a third-period power play for the 
Penguins, who were trying to win for the third time in four 
games. Casey DeSmith had 34 saves. 
 
Rakell’s 15th goal came at 7:48 of the third. Anderson, after 
gloving the puck, knocked the puck off Rakell’s stick in a 
blunder that gave the Penguins life. 
 
“He gave it to them,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “But that’s all he gave all night.” 
 
Carolina killed off another Pittsburgh power play to hold on. 
The Penguins finished 1 for 6 on power plays. 
 
“I love how we killed the penalties,” Brind’Amour said. 
 
The Penguins have struggled on power plays since scoring 
13 times in a 10-game span with the man advantage prior to 
Christmas. 
 
“Some of it is execution,” Pittsburgh coach Mike Sullivan 
said. “Some of it is decision-making. We were one of the 
best power plays in the league for that stretch.” 
 
From Carolina’s perspective, penalty-killing made the 
difference. 
 
“You’ve got to be dialed in on that and I think we were,” 
Chatfield said. 
Andersen played in his second game in a row after missing 
more than two months with a lower-body injury. He stopped 
21 of 23 shots Thursday night at Columbus. 
 
“Having to keep building on just feeling good and 
comfortable,” Andersen said. 
 

Skjei’s ninth goal of the season came in the first period and 
matched his single-season career high from a season ago 
when he played in all 82 regular-season games. 
 
“I find myself in some pretty good spots on the ice,” Skjei 
said. “Just been lucky to find those corners recently.” 
 
Chatfield’s fourth came as he took Sebastian Aho’s pass in 
rhythm and unleashed a shot coming toward the slot at 9:14 
of the second period. 
 
Pittsburgh held a 16-7 edge in third-period shots. 
 
“I thought there was momentum swings on both sides,” 
Sullivan said. 
 
THESE ARE DEFENSEMEN? 
 
Carolina’s two goals were scored by defensemen. This 
followed the team’s previous game at Columbus when five of 
the Hurricanes’ six goals were scored by defensemen. 
Chatfield had one in that game, too. 
 
“I’ve just got a shooting mentality and I just throw it on net 
and good things happen,” he said. 
 
Chatfield had never posted points in back-to-back games 
and now he has scored in consecutive games. 
 
BEAT THAT TEAM 
 
Carolina won all four meetings with the Penguins this 
season. Each of those was decided by one-goal margins. 
 
It’s the first four-game sweep of the Penguins in franchise 
history. Before relocating to North Carolina, the franchise, 
then playing as the Hartford Whalers, had a 3-0-0 mark 
against Pittsburgh in 1986-87. 
 
ICE MATTERS 
 
The Penguins have been limited to one goal in eight games 
this season. Rakell has prevented shutouts in three of those, 
with two of those coming on power plays. ... Rakell also 
scored in Pittsburgh’s Dec. 18 visit to Raleigh. … Hurricanes 
left winger Max Pacioretty missed the game with a lower-
body injury. Brind’Amour said it’s doubtful he’ll play Sunday 
against Vancouver. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Penguins: Host Anaheim on Monday. 
 
Hurricanes: Host Vancouver on Sunday.
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Canes fend off Penguins, sweep season series 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Pittsburgh Penguins  
2-1 Saturday night at PNC Arena.  

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes were one ill-advised paddle swipe 
away from shutting out the Pittsburgh Penguins Saturday 
night at PNC Arena, but the team will take the 2-1 win 
regardless. 

Frederik Andersen was stellar in net — outside of his one 
gaffe — turning aside 31 shots and once again goal 
contributions from the defense led the way for the team. 

It was also the first ever regular season series sweep of the 
Penguins by the Hurricanes in team history — funny enough, 
each game was decided by just a single goal — and the win 
moves the Canes to 12-3-1 over the Metropolitan Division. 

The two goals came off the sticks of Brady Skjei — who is 
now tied for fifth on the team in goals with 9 — and Jalen 
Chatfield — who has now scored goals in back-to-back 
games and has 4 in his last 11 games. The defense has long 
been a strength of the Canes, but scoring goals wasn’t 
always the emphasis of that strength. 

The vibes are back on for Carolina and most likely because 
the goaltending has finally been able to keep up with the rest 
of the team now that Andersen is back. 

Because honestly the Hurricanes would have had a shutout 
and perfect penalty kill if Andersen didn’t decide to play 
some casual tennis in the middle of the third period. 

He looks calm and composed back there and he’s making 
those key saves that have eluded the Canes recently. 

Onto that penalty kill, which went 5-for-6 (6-for-6 if not for the 
goof) on the night. They were rock solid throughout the 
contest, especially to close out the second period down two 
men with both Calvin de Haan and Jordan Staal in the box. 

The Hurricanes got bodies in lanes, blocked shots and 
outcompeted the Penguins all over the ice while on the PK 
and starting the third period still down two men and having 
Brent Burns win a faceoff against Sidney Crosby was just... 
*chefs kiss* 

The Canes only got two cracks at the power play, with a few 
decent chances, but the officials did not do them any favors 
overall in the contest, but they persevered through the call 
discrepancy. 

Carolina played a solid team game and controlled the play at 
even strength. After a bit of panic, things seem to be falling 
back into place. 

The team will keep the vibes rolling into tomorrow with a bit 
of an earlier start, 5 p.m., against the Vancouver Canucks at 
PNC Arena. 
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Defense continues to excel, Canes beat Penguins 2-1 

By Sam Overton 

Led by star goaltender Frederik Andersen and an impressive 
defensive effort, the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 2-1 in PNC Arena on Saturday, Jan. 14. 

With this win, the Canes (27-9-7) swept the season series 
against Pittsburgh (21-15-6) and extended their lead in a 
competitive Metropolitan division. 

Andersen stopped 34 of 35 shots in the crease this evening, 
standing on his head to keep the Canes alive. Carolina killed 
off numerous penalties throughout the game and relied on its 
strong group of defensemen to lead the team to victory. 

“We played a really good game,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “I love how we killed the penalties — I thought 
we did a great job. Obviously, you don’t want to take those 
[penalties]. That was tough.” 

Pittsburgh started out on a high note, nearly putting one past 
Andersen early, but the game quickly tipped in Carolina’s 
favor. Defenseman Brady Skjei scored the Hurricanes’ go-
ahead goal, his ninth of the season, to put them up by one 
late in the first frame. 

Carolina’s blue line continued to impress, putting up two 
goals two days after defensemen Brett Pesce, Brent Burns, 
Jalen Chatfield and Jaccob Slavin scored a combined five 
goals for the Hurricanes in Columbus. The Canes’ forwards 
were often able to draw in multiple Penguins defenders, 
which created space in the slot for Chatfield and Skjei to 
score one goal apiece. Chatfield in particular had a good 
night, putting up his fourth goal since Dec. 22. 

“[Chatfield’s] been great all year,” Skjei said. “He’s just a rock 
back there, very solid. He can move on the ice — he flies 

when he skates, great defenseman, great defender. It’s 
always nice to see when he chips in offensively.” 

Andersen’s biggest mistake of the game came on a 
Pittsburgh power play about halfway through the third frame. 
Instead of flicking the puck to a teammate, the star netminder 
flipped the biscuit right into the stick of Pittsburgh right wing 
Rickard Rakell, who took the opportunity to send it back over 
Andersen’s shoulder. 

“One of [Andersen’s] strengths is, he doesn’t get too high 
and he certainly doesn’t get too low either,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Clearly, he did that in there.” 

The inter-division win marks Carolina’s second in a row, a 
good sign for a team that suffered a four-game losing streak 
earlier this month. With two decisive wins from a strong, well-
rounded squad, the Hurricanes are looking better than ever 
ahead of the back half of the regular season. 

“We know what we want to do every night, even when we 
lose,” Chatfield said. “We stuck to the game plan and we 
knew it was gonna turn around sooner rather than later. Now 
you can see us starting to win again.” 

Notably, left wing Max Pacioretty missed tonight’s game due 
to a seemingly benign lower-body injury. According to 
Hurricanes team reporter Walt Ruff, head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour doesn’t think the 34-year-old’s injury is anything 
particularly serious. Regardless, it’s likely that the star 
forward will miss tomorrow’s game against the Vancouver 
Canucks. 

After a disappointing stretch, the Hurricanes look to build on 
two straight wins when they face a struggling Vancouver 
Canucks team at 5 p.m. in PNC Arena. 
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Wolves open long trip with loss to Griffins 

The Chicago Wolves kicked off their season-long, six-game 
road trip with a 1-0 loss to the Grand Rapids Griffins on 
Saturday night in Michigan. 

Zachary Sawchenko was excellent in goal for the Wolves 
with 19 saves but he was out-dueled by Griffins netminder 
Alex Nedeljkovic (27 saves). Cross Hanas scored for Grand 
Rapids as the Griffins topped the Wolves for the second time 
in three meetings between the Central Division rivals this 
season. 

Grand Rapids notched the only goal of the game early in the 
first period when Hanas beat Sawchenko to the stick side 
from a sharp angle. 

From there, the goaltenders took over. 

The Wolves put pressure on Grand Rapids in the third 
period, out-shooting the Griffins 7-1, but Nedeljkovic stood 
tall to hand Chicago its second shutout of the season. 

The Wolves fell to 12-17-3-1 on the season while Grand 
Rapids improved to 14-19-1-1. 

Up next: The Wolves will travel to Manitoba to face the 
Moose on Tuesday (7 p.m., AHLTV). 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article270962342.html 

https://theathletic.com/4088100/2023/01/14/nhl-biggest-surprises-disappointments/?redirected=1 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/andersen-overcomes-mistake-d-scores-twice-in-hurricanes-win-over-penguins/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-complete-regular-season-series-sweep-of-penguins/c-339906658 

https://www.nhl.com/news/pittsburgh-penguins-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-339531632 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-defenseman-brent-burns-takes-rare-face-off-wins-against-sidney-crosby/c-339979938 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-casey-desmith-brady-skjei-frederik-andersen-c0a2858a50bd6beadbf2db3938efad59 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/14/23555729/carolina-hurricanes-fend-off-pittsburgh-penguins-sweep-season-series-andersen-chatfield-skjei 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/defense-continues-to-excel-canes-beat-penguins-2-1/article_42783e78-9488-11ed-bb3e-
278150a59cc8.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/01/14/wolves-open-long-trip-with-1-0-loss-to-griffins/ 
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Hurricanes gut out tough win and get a season sweep of Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

 

Chip Alexander 

7-8 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

Raleigh 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Pittsburgh Penguins won’t be playing again 
this season, unless it’s in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The four-game season series ended Saturday, the Hurricanes gutting out 
a tough 2-1 victory to complete a season sweep in the Metropolitan 
Division game at PNC Arena. 

The Canes (27-9-7) again leaned on their new offensive power source: 
the defensemen. 

Brady Skjei and Jalen Chatfield each had goals a game after four D-men 
— including Chatfield — combined for five goals against Columbus. Skjei 
scored his ninth and Chatfield his fourth. 

And the Canes again had goalie Frederik Andersen in net. After beating 
Columbus in his first game since Nov. 6, Andersen faced 35 shots and 
was named the first star of the game, getting some “Fred-die!”chants at 
home. 

The Canes took a 2-0 lead into the third period, killing off 1:34 of a 
Penguins 5-on-3 power play that began late in the second. Andersen was 
calm and solid in net and Carolina keeping the heat on Pens goalie 
Casey DeSmith, who did his part to keep the Penguins (21-15-6) in the 
game. 

“We did a great job killing that and obviously Freddie was great,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

But Andersen later made things interesting. He tried to catch and swat 
away the puck, only to knock it off Pens forward Rickard Rakell and into 
his net at 7:48 of the third -- a power-play goal for Pittsburgh. 

“It’s funny they got a power-play goal and he gave it to them,” 
Brind’Amour said. “But that’s all he gave them. It was a great 
performance.” 

The Canes had to kill off two other penalties in the third to seal it. The 
last came when Brent Burns was called for cross-checking with 1:02 
remaining, but the Pens could not tie it with a 6-on-4 advantage after 
pulling DeSmith. 

Takeaways from the game: 

▪ It has taken a while, and longer than he wanted, but Teuvo Teravainen 
is back in form, back on a line and in sync with Sebastian Aho. The Aho 
line often was matched up against the Sidney Crosby line. 

▪ Skjei and Brett Pesce could be the top pairing for many NHL teams. 
They can skate, they’re smart, they’re so positionally sound. Pesce has 
10 points in his last 10 games. 

▪ And what about Skjei the sniper? He has nine goals this season and 
has never had 10 or more at any level of hockey. 

“I’ve found myself in some pretty good spots on the ice,” Skjei said. “I’ve 
just been lucky to find those corners recently.” 

▪ Chatfield is getting better each game. Tough guy, rugged on D. And he 
can score, too. He did it again Saturday against the Pens off a Aho pass, 
his second in as many games. 

“I’ve just got a shooting mentality,” Chatfield said. “Throw it on net and 
good things happen.” 

▪ Brind’Amour always talks about the need to have all four lines going. All 
four lines were going Saturday, each taking their turn putting some heat 
on DeSmith. 

▪ Brent Burns, faceoff man? It happened when Aho was kicked out of the 
circle to begin the third. Burns stepped in and cleanly beat Crosby, 
burning some seconds off a penalty kill. 

“That was awesome to see,” Andersen said. 

▪ Jordan Staal always seems to accept and relish the challenge of 
matching up against Evgeni Malkin. Goes back to Staal’s Pittsburgh 
days. The competition between the centers continues. 

▪ Andrei Svechnikov has cooled offensively. That’s now seven games 
without a goal and two points. No. 37 is stuck on 19 goals. 

▪ Not a bad idea to send out the Aho line, with Teravainen and Seth 
Jarvis, with Skjei and Pesce to start the power plays, Canes were 3-for-
20 in the last five games before Saturday. 

▪ Announced attendance for the State-Miami basketball game, which had 
a noon start, was 16,819. Add in a near sellout Saturday night for Canes-
Pens and that was a lot of foot traffic in the building for the day/night 
doubleheader of hoops/hockey. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 01.15.2023 

1265099 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Five Carolina Hurricanes questions to answer over the second half of the 
season 

 

Cory Lavalette 

9-12 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

The Hurricanes have turned the corner on the 2022-23 season, posting a 
26-9-7 record through their first 42 games after beating the Blue Jackets 
on Thursday to end a four-game winless streak and give Rod 
Brind’Amour his 200th career coaching victory. 
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That made Brind’Amour, in his fifth season on the Carolina bench, the 
third-fastest coach to that milestone. Only Dan Bylsma (who got his 
200th win in 316 games with Pittsburgh) and Bruce Boudreau (326 
games with Washington) reached the mark faster than Brind’Amour’s 330 
games. 

The coach isn’t one to look back — and he’s even less likely to look 
forward. So I might as well do it for him. 

The Hurricanes are a lock for the playoffs, so the rest of the regular 
season is about securing home ice and answering these five key 
questions. 

Who are the goalies? 

After being named the NHL’s Rookie of the Month for December, Pyotr 
Kochetkov has cooled off. 

He was recalled when Frederik Andersen left practice with an injury on 
Nov. 8, opening the door for the Russian rookie to shine. 

He did, going 10-1-4 through the end of the calendar year, including 7-0-
1 with a .939 save percentage and 1.63 goals-against average in 
December. 

Then, Kochetkov suffered an injury of his own — he was healthy enough 
to back up, but Antti Raanta got five straight starts until Kochetkov got his 
first start in two weeks on Jan. 3. 

Kochetkov has allowed four goals in each of his three starts since his 
return, and his total of 12 goals allowed matched the dozen he gave up in 
eight December appearances. Since the calendar flipped to 2023, 
Kochetkov is 0-3-0 with an .842 save percentage and a 4.07 goals-
against average. 

Despite a 10-2-3 overall record, Raanta’s numbers this season stand out 
for all the wrong reasons. His .894 save percentage is below the league-
wide .900, and he’s allowed at least three goals in six of his last eight 
appearances. The two he didn’t were consecutive shutouts while 
Kochetkov was nursing his injury. 

Which brings us back to Andersen. His numbers were worse than 
Raanta’s before he was injured. But after a prolonged recovery, 
Andersen looked more like the goalie who finished fourth in Vezina 
Trophy voting last year when he stopped 21 of 23 shots in Carolina’s win 
in Columbus. 

Brind’Amour and the Hurricanes now have several scenarios from which 
to choose. 

The first is to go back to the tandem that started the season, and 
reassign Kochetkov to AHL Chicago. He would still be available if 
needed, and the rookie could reset and perhaps find the form that made 
him so good in December. 

Carolina could also carry three goalies. It’s not ideal for a lot of reasons 
— it makes for awkward practices and a cramped locker room, and it will 
also become a running question that Brind’Amour doesn’t want to 
address. 

But there are positives as well. Kochetkov would get to work closely with 
goalie coach Paul Schonfelder to rediscover his game — the rookie’s 
love of the poke check has perhaps exposed some weakness with his 
five-hole coverage — and he could provide more down time for a veteran 
tandem that has proven to be injury-prone. 

The third option is probably the least likely, which is to trade away a 
goalie. It certainly won’t be Kochetkov, and Andersen’s contract and the 
uncertainty around his durability make him a tough sell. Even trading 
Raanta as he struggles would leave questionable organizational depth 
and also take a well-liked player out of the room. 

The key will be how Andersen performs and if he can stay healthy. 

Can they patch up Pacioretty? 

Max Pacioretty is another player who had some hard-luck injuries but is 
now on the verge of being labeled injury-prone. 

After three encouraging games since returning from Achilles surgery, 
Pacioretty left the game on Thursday with an unrelated lower-body injury. 
He’s proven to be an ideal fit in his brief stint with the Hurricanes, scoring 
three goals while putting 13 shots on goal in his first three games — 4.3 
shots per game, which is on par with what the top shot-generators in the 
NHL produce. 

The question now becomes, can Pacioretty stay in the lineup? He’s said 
the Achilles injury hasn’t impacted his play, adding that he hadn’t even 
noticed it following his first game back. But his early departure Thursday, 
coupled with a core injury he suffered after coming back from wrist 
surgery last season with Vegas, does sound alarm bells that 900-plus 
regular-season and playoff games have worn some of the tread off 
Pacioretty’s tires. 

The silver lining is that Carolina doesn’t have to rush Pacioretty — or 
anyone, really, as exhibited by Andersen’s slow recovery — with a 
playoff spot seemingly secure. 

Will Necas and Svechnikov keep it up? 

Andrei Svechnikov is headed to the All-Star Game and the Hurricanes’ 
social media team is pushing for Martin Necas to join him. Both deserve 
to be there, given their contributions in the first half of the season. 

Necas leads the team in points by combining game-breaking scoring 
ability with elite passing vision. Svechnikov has 19 goals and, when 
coupled with Pacioretty, gives Carolina two rugged left wings who can 
hurt opponents with their shot or their physicality. There aren’t too many 
things more demoralizing for a defenseman stuck in his end on a long 
shift than to see Pacioretty skate off the ice and Svechnikov hop on to 
continue the onslaught. 

Both Necas and Svechnikov will need to show they can continue 
dominating over an 82-game season. 

Necas’ season has been pretty even: He had 13, 12 and 10 points, 
respectively, in the first three months of the season and is contributing 
both at even strength and on the power play. 

Svechnikov’s season, however, has been more of a roller coaster. He 
had 24 points, including 14 goals, in the first 23 games of the year, but 
Svechnikov has since totaled five goals and 10 points in the next 19 and 
doesn’t have a goal in his last six. 

Furthermore, Svechnikov’s drought has coincided with a propensity to 
take more penalties. After totaling only 20 PIMs in the first 35 games of 
the year, he has 14 in the last seven games. While it may seem like a 
coincidence, it is worth noting that Svechnikov has scored at least one 
goal in 14 games this season and taken a penalty in only two of those 
games. He also has just seven points in the 14 games when he’s spent 
time in the box. 

What happens at second-line center? 

In what seems like a never-ending soap opera, the Hurricanes’ biggest 
question on its forward lines is who centers Svechnikov and Necas. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi started the season there before giving way to veteran 
Paul Stastny. Both players have good underlying numbers, but neither 
has been able to accumulate many points while playing with arguably 
Carolina’s two most dangerous wingers. 

Kotkaniemi has gotten more shots on net and has seven goals to 
Stastny’s two, but the Finnish center has assisted on just one goal by the 
wingers (a Svechnikov goal on Oct. 17). Stastny has points on five goals 
by the tandem. 

The other option is the Hurricanes seeking an upgrade ahead of the 
trade deadline. I’m already on the record that I don’t think that’s the front 
office’s plan, so one of these two will likely need to seize the role. 
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One thing to consider: Kotkaniemi has nine points in his last 11 games. 
Does that mean he’s trending toward reclaiming the No. 2 center spot, or 
is he proving he can be most effective in a bottom-six role? 

Is the third pairing stable? 

The biggest question of all may be whether or not Carolina’s third pairing 
can be successful in the postseason. The Dylan Coghlan experiment hit 
another roadblock with a tough performance against New Jersey on 
Tuesday, making the need for at least some added depth a necessity. 

But do the Hurricanes need to upgrade one or both of Calvin de Haan 
and Jalen Chatfield? 

De Haan actually has the best underlying numbers of his career, and 
what he lacks in foot speed he makes up for in positioning and 500-plus 
games of experience. He’s also a veteran looking for his first Stanley 
Cup, a dynamic that Brind’Amour often cites as valuable. 

Chatfield is a late bloomer and a perfect complement to de Haan. At age 
26, he’s getting his first chance at being a full-time NHL defenseman and 
has run with it. He dedicated himself to being reliable in his own end first 
— he is surely up there with Jaccob Slavin in the “hustle back to help his 
partner” count this year — and is starting to show some offensive flair. 

After not scoring in his first 66 career NHL games, Chatfield has three 
goals in his last 10, highlighted by Thursday’s back-breaking short-
handed goal — he’s recently taken penalty-kill minutes away from Brent 
Burns — against the Blue Jackets. 

Brind’Amour loves players who have really had to earn their way into the 
league, and the undrafted Chatfield is the latest example. 

The fact is, many of the gaffes de Haan or Chatfield have been involved 
with did not come when the duo was together. 

The tandem ranks fifth in the NHL in possession (58.21% Corsi For, 
according to NaturalStatTrick.com) among defense pairs with at least 
200 five-on-five minutes together — and the other four pairings ahead of 
them are Carolina’s top two pairings and two different pairings involving 
Calgary’s MacKenzie Weegar. 

Brind’Amour also leans heavily on his top two pairings in close games. 
No pairings in the league have played more minutes with a one-goal lead 
than the duos of Slavin-Burns (211:22) and Brady Skjei–Brett Pesce 
(204:22), with the next closest being Seattle’s Vince Dunn and Adam 
Larsson (164:05). 

If de Haan and Chatfield can continue to tilt the ice in Carolina’s favor at 
even strength, the Hurricanes can keep relying on its top four while 
perhaps adding one more veteran defender to stabilize the team’s depth. 
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Panthers 4, Canucks 3: 'I'm just kind of sick of it,' J.T. Miller says of latest 
loss 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — The past decade of Vancouver Canucks history is 
littered with a few “what ifs” and a lot of “uh, why?” 

What if ownership had ever been interested in starting things totally 
fresh, of shipping out aging veterans when the time was right and plotting 
a new course with mostly younger players? 

Sign up to receive The Canucks Report newsletter, delivered straight to 
your inbox at the start of every series. Essential reading for hockey fans 
who eat, sleep, Canucks, repeat. 

Instead, they’re a badly assembled Lego set. 

In falling 4-3 to the Florida Panthers on Saturday night the Canucks are 
likely one step closer to their next coach. 

They’ve lost four straight games and seven of their last eight. 

In some of those games there’s been a push to even things up late, but 
always too late because they’re inept at defending. 

“I’m just kind of sick of it. It’s not one particular thing right now I guess,” 
J.T. Miller said of losing again and again. 

“We want to win for each other because when you play for each other 
and win more games as a group, it entirely becomes contagious, as we 
saw last year,” he added. 

“Just sucks right now. It wasn’t for lack of effort today, that’s for sure. Just 
tired of coming up a little short.” 

Here’s what we learned… 

NEXT GAME 

Sunday 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Vancouver Canucks 

2 p.m., PNC Arena, TV: TSN, Radio: AM730 

Why carry on 

It’s obvious there’s going to be a coaching change, but contractual 
reasons won’t let it happen yet. 

The team is circling the drain and Bruce Boudreau knows it’s going to be 
over at some point. 

Management is clearly leaking information to national insiders about their 
interest in Rick Tocchet, but why make Boudreau twist in the wind? 

Asked post-game if he was aware of all the noise around his future, 
Boudreau just shook his head and said: “I just wake up every day and go 
to work until they tell me not to.” 

Boudreau hasn’t had a lot of losing streaks in his long career. He’s never 
had a losing season. 

The losses are wearing on him, no doubt. Asked about how hard the 
losing is on him, the emotion was clear in his voice. 

“It’s pretty difficult right now. It’s just it’s hard to take. I don’t think 
anybody likes losing. The fans in Vancouver. The players hate in there. 
We hate in the coaching staff. The only thing you can do, you get up 
tomorrow and you go back to work and you give it again.” 

Vancouver Canucks right wing Conor Garland (8) and Florida Panthers 
defenceman Aaron Ekblad (5) battle for the puck during the first period at 
FLA Live Arena Jan. 14, 2023. 

Losing sucks and so does the PK 

The penalty kill is an all-time bad unit. They gave up two more while 
down a man. That proved to be the difference in the game, again. 

“I don’t know what to say. I’m a part of it. I demand better for myself. I 
know everybody takes a lot of pride in it, but it seems like no matter what 
we do right now it’s in the back of our net and it’s a really bad feeling,” 
Miller said. 

Boudreau had brutal honesty. 

“That’s just not good enough,” he said. “We tried different combinations 
all the time. We still find ourselves running around in our zone.” 

It’s hard not to look away 
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It’s fitting that on the night two teams going everywhere but the playoffs 
met, the player they both gave up on was leading the charge in another 
game half a continent away and with his team destined for the playoffs. 

With his Seattle Kraken playing in Chicago, Jared McCann scored twice 
in the first period, as his team scored six in the opening frame. He had a 
third later in the game. 

He has 22 on the season. 

A group of smart guys running the Panthers recognized that the Canucks 
were willing to give up on McCann despite his youth. 

But the successors to those guys were ready to move on. Other teams 
have always been interested, but what McCann needed was a chance. 

He’s got one now and he’s making the best of it. 

Vancouver Canucks right wing Conor Garland (8) controls the puck 
against the Florida Panthers during the first period at FLA Live Arena 
Jan. 14, 2023. 

The system breaking down 

The Bill Lomberg goal was Canucks defensive breakdown in action. 

You can see the moment he hits the seam in the Canucks’ defensive 
zone coverage. Tyler Myers leaves him and J.T. Miller fails to pick him up 
fast enough. 

Myers is tracking Bill Lumbergh fine, then jumps off of him (optimistically 
thinking someone would switch on to him?) to set up in JT Miller's office 
in the center of the ice to puck watch. 

Did they need to communicate better? 

Look out 

Was Sergei Bobrovsky still calculating how much money he was making 
for this start when Jack Studnicka fired the looping shot that became the 
game’s first goal? 

Or was he thinking about how the guy who gave him that contract is now 
on the Canucks’ payroll and sitting up in the press box, yukking it up? 

Jack Studnicka opens the scoring for the 
@Canuckspic.twitter.com/1yZ4li6SV3 

— Hockey Night in Canada (@hockeynight) January 15, 2023 
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Canucks: The Skate: Midseason change for Rick Tocchet? 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

That makes sense since there’s a four-week notice clause in the TNT TV 
commentator’s contract. 

.@DhaliwalSports on a potential #Canucks coaching change & Rick 
Tocchet: 

"Later in the month is what most people are hearing...they are talking to 
him...but who knows. Somebody told me he's got to give a four-week 
notice to TNT."#LandRoverVancouver | https://t.co/OX3T2votn1 

— Sekeres and Price (@sekeresandprice) January 14, 2023 

Many noticed he was wasn’t on air this week. Will he be on next week? 

As previously reported by Postmedia, sources spotted president of 
hockey operations Jim Rutherford in Las Vegas about 10 days ago. It’s 
now understood he was there with team owner Francesco Aquilini. 

Tocchet, notably, lives in Las Vegas. 

If they reached a deal then, four weeks from there takes us to the end of 
the month. 

The Canucks are off for a week at the end of the month and then it’s the 
All-Star break. 

Boudreau knows it’s up 

You have to feel for Boudreau, who’s known he’s a dead man walking for 
weeks. There will be no next year for him in Vancouver. 

But will he be around for the rest of the year? 

It’s not the first time he’s been fired mid-season, but it will be the first time 
he’s had a losing season as a professional coach. 

The first Rutherford interview 

Rutherford’s interview with the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review’s Seth 
Rorabaugh was revealing. 

Rutherford’s ideal would be to retire in Pittsburgh, but he didn’t mean it to 
imply he shouldn’t have taken the Canucks job. He’s a guy who likes to 
work, to be in the mix. 

A chat with Jim Rutherford on: 

▪ What's not going right for his current team, the Canucks. 

▪ What he'd changed about how he left his former team, the Penguins. 

▪ And how much longer he'll stay in the game.https://t.co/n8oVTG5gcm 

— Seth Rorabaugh (@SethRorabaugh) January 9, 2023 

What I’ve suspected all along is that Rutherford didn’t appreciate how 
challenging the cap was going to be to unravel. From the outside, it was 
hard to appreciate. 

Not only was there the problem of Tyler Myers and Oliver Ekman-
Larsson contracts, which Rutherford and his staff quickly recognized 
needed to be moved — they’ve been trying since last spring on Myers — 
but there were other blocks in the Canucks’s system as well. 

There were a pair of buyouts still on the books for this year: Braden 
Holtby’s and Jake Virtanen’s, adding up to $2.4 million in cap space, a 
big thing in a cap world where there was no growth year over year. 

Plus there was the last year of Micheal Ferland’s deal, a $3.5 million 
block. 

Between the buyouts and Ferland, that’s nearly $6 million in dead 
money, money that could have been spent on a player or two to actually 
contribute to the team’s success. 

The team’s previous cap managers were constantly doing everything 
they could to keep the ship moving forward while navigating the 
minefields of big-ticket acquisitions that those above them were 
constantly chasing. 

If Rutherford and company can somehow get out from under the OEL 
and Myers deals, if used wisely this team could quickly be in a very 
positive direction in roster construction. More than one source has said 
this to Postmedia, that the Canucks could be a real contender in just two 
years’ time if they’re disciplined in their process. 

Also, remember these days? 

Rutherford looking at the out of town scoreboard and seeing Ducks, 
Stars, Flames, Vegas and Wild all winning. While Kings pick up a point. 
pic.twitter.com/1e4orP3uMa 

— Taj (@taj1944) January 25, 2022 
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Sometimes the coach matters 

Rick Bowness took over a team that was fractured and going nowhere. 

Bowness played Blake Wheeler less and Mark Scheifele more. 

And Bowness nearly ended up coaching an All-Star team. 

Zito’s follies 

Bill Zito took a President’s trophy team and turned it into a mess. 

They have no first round draft picks for the next three years, including 
one for Ben Chiarot!  

He didn’t re-sign either Chiarot or Claude Giroux, the other player he 
traded for last season in exchange for a first-round pick. 

In the Giroux deal, he also traded away Owen Tippett, a very handy 
prospect. 

Tippett is on pace for a 25 goal, 50 point season at age 23. 

The third first-rounder was shipped out in the Matthew Tkachuk deal, 
which also saw Jonathan Huberdeau traded and a top defenceman in 
Mackenzie Weegar moved out as well. 

He fired the coach who seamlessly took over the squad after the old 
coach was forced out by the Kyle Beach scandal. 

To replace him, he hired the coach who left Winnipeg because it wasn’t 
working there, who has a decent regular season record but has never 
found any success in the playoffs. 

And now they’re scoring less. 

What exactly is Zito doing? 

Those breakouts 

Was there a better example of the Canucks’ struggles to break out this 
season than any of the three failed attempts to break out early in 
Tuesday’s game in Pittsburgh? 

Twice Travis Dermott was befuddled trying to move the puck out up the 
right-side boards — though on the first there was perhaps an argument 
for Curtis Lazar to come deep into the corner to collect the puck and 
perhaps even let Dermott move up ice to create some forward movement 
— then later another for Ethan Bear. 

Bear was then stuck on the ice with Dermott, who was forced to ice the 
puck after the Bear turnover. 

That scoreboard 

The Rogers Arena scoreboard is now 17 years old. 

Nearly every building in the league has a new board. The current 
Canucks one is still pretty good, but it’s hard to ignore how good the 
video setups are in many other rinks around the league. 

Even the Panthers and their rotating cast of owners have installed a new 
screen in the last decade. 

Another new board since our last visit. No tinkertoy here. #Sabres 
#Preds pic.twitter.com/jfVcGl1bGl 

— Mike Harrington (@ByMHarrington) January 14, 2023 

Like everything in electronics, the advancements in resolution, 
processing speed as well as reductions in weight have been remarkable. 

The current Canucks’ board is so old, there aren’t replacement parts for it 
anymore. 

Rogers needs new seats. But there’s no doubt a new screen has to be in 
the cards too. 
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Canucks: 'I'm at that point in my career you need wins': Bo Horvat 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — The passion for the jersey hasn’t faded in Bo Horvat. 

In the nine years he’s been a Vancouver Canuck, the high-scoring centre 
has always bled blue. 

Sign up to receive The Canucks Report newsletter, delivered straight to 
your inbox at the start of every series. Essential reading for hockey fans 
who eat, sleep, Canucks, repeat. 

He still bleeds blue. 

And that’s what drives him each and every morning when he gets up. 

And for all the personal success he’s having, he’d trade it all in to see his 
team just getting wins. 

“You want to win,” he said earlier this week. “I’m at that point in my 
career you need wins. You need wins if you want to make the playoffs 
and play meaningful games coming down the stretch. Personal success 
is great, but I mean, at the end of the day if we don’t make the playoffs, it 
doesn’t mean much.” 

Everyone knows his contract is up at the end of the year and he 
deserves a big raise. 

But he may have to look elsewhere if he’s going to get that raise. 

Horvat reiterated he doesn’t want to go anywhere. 

“I have a lot of great memories here,” he said. “I want to keep those 
memories going and be a Vancouver Canuck.” 

Fighting through 

For all the chaos of this season, Horvat and his teammates keep showing 
up with passion and enthusiasm. 

Quinn Hughes said the team’s best players continue to try to set the 
tone, to keep everyone energized, even when things are looking tough. 

“Guys are competitive and there’s no quit and still belief … Petey (Elias 
Petterson), Millsy (J.T. Miller) and Bo, those guys. Brock (Boeser). They 
don’t want to lose. That’s always encouraging,” Hughs said after 
Thursday’s 5-4 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Every hockey player will tell you there’s no other way. 

“You can’t dwell on everything,” Horvat said. 

The Canucks had lost six of eight games going into Saturday’s contest 
against the Florida Panthers. 

“What are you gonna do just stop? Feel sorry for yourself? No one else 
does. You’ve got to show up and put in work every day and at some point 
you hope that you start getting results,” Luke Schenn said. 

There’s lots of video to review, Schenn pointed out. Lots of bad moments 
to learn from. 

But there’s also good things to be reminded of too. 

Schenn credits their coach for keeping spirits up: “I think Bruce’s 
(Boudreau) done a good job keeping it pretty, pretty positive around the 
room.” 

Boudreau said the games are what keeps players going. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 15, 2023 

 

“I think it’s hard until game day. Because then you get the juices flowing 
and you get excited about everything and then it’s easy to always get up. 
If you love doing what you’re doing and love the game then it’s not hard. 
It’s when you’re on game day, if you don’t have that excitement to want 
to play and want to accept a challenge … you’re in trouble,” he said. 

Dermott’s injury not a concussion 

Boudreau said before Saturday’s game that Travis Dermott isn’t dealing 
with a concussion. 

The veteran defenceman, who left Thursday’s game in Tampa with an 
undisclosed injury, had missed practice on Friday. But he was back on 
the ice Saturday morning, skating on his own. The Canucks didn’t hold a 
morning skate. 

“There was nothing going on, but the reports are that he did good,” 
Boudreau said. 
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Canucks: Fans weigh in on half a season gone, half a season to go 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

HOLLYWOOD, Fla. — The Vancouver Canucks reached the halfway 
mark of their season on Thursday in Tampa. 

Coming into the year, there were high hopes. Fans and pundits alike 
thought this team would compete for a playoff spot. Instead, the team 
has mostly sputtered along with a .500 record. 

Sign up to receive The Canucks Report newsletter, delivered straight to 
your inbox at the start of every series. Essential reading for hockey fans 
who eat, sleep, Canucks, repeat. 

If they do miss the playoffs, this will be the eighth time in 10 years that 
the Canucks have missed the post-season — and, of course, one of 
those playoff spots was in 2020, when the Stanley Cup post-season was 
played without fans, in Edmonton, the first summer of COVID-19. 

The 2022-23 Canucks’ players still believe they’re a better team than 
their record shows. But coach Bruce Boudreau, who won over fans last 
year by nearly dragging his team to the playoffs, appears to be on 
borrowed time as the club has stumbled, leading management to plot a 
new course, one they believe will deliver a playoff spot and eventually 
Cup contention. 

How are fans feeling? Are they buying what management and ownership 
are selling? What worries them the most? Do they see any positives in 
this team? 

We turned to five longtime, well-tuned-in fans to find out. 

Here are their thoughts: 

Chris Li. 

Chris Li, 32, Richmond. Fan since the West Coast Express era. 

What worries you the most? 

Oh where do I start? My biggest concern is that we’re going to waste the 
good years of Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes. 

The last few years should’ve been about taking a step back to maximize 
around their windows, but I’m genuinely wondering if the moves we’ve 
made recently will impact our ability to get better two to three years down 
the line already. 

Are we too late? Management keeps doubling down on this roster that’s 
clearly not good enough, and it all feels like they are doing it just to make 
the playoffs, which is a low bar. We have some of the worst contracts in 
the league and I don’t feel confident that we can move them without 
taking a huge step back. 

It’s not good that we’re already talking about Conor Garland, Brock 
Boeser and maybe even J.T. Miller as potentially having negative value. 
We either have to let their contracts play out so we’re stuck or we lose 
assets to get rid of them. 

I think we ought to spend the rest of the season showcasing players so 
we can trade them without having to sweeten the pot. The worst is being 
stuck in this middling space — not good enough to contend and not bad 
enough to get better. 

What are the positives you see? 

I’m happy for Bo Horvat. Genuinely. I hope he gets traded to a contender 
and gets paid. 

Another positive is that this front office seems to be able to identify talent. 
Nils Åman, Jack Studnicka, Ethan Bear, Dakota Joshua, Andrei 
Kuzmenko obviously, Lane Pederson. 

They’ve been really strong pickups. It’s a start and I hope they can build 
on that. 

Anna Forsyth. 

Anna Forsyth, 31, Vancouver. Fan since she moved to Vancouver a 
decade ago. 

What worries you the most? 

Where do I begin? I guess that the promise that came with new 
management died so quickly. That J.T. Miller contract and the Rachel 
Doerrie human rights complaint really took away any momentum that 
was building. 

I’m not going to lie, I fell hard for the hope campaign. I thought we were 
on the long (!) road to competitiveness but it now feels like we are even 
further back. 

What are the positives you see? 

Where there is Elias Pettersson, there is hope. There’s not a lot to feel 
positive for but in the short-term: Bo Horvat’s scoring run, Luke Schenn 
being a fun, aggressive player, the Brockenaissance of Boeser (slow but 
it’s coming). 

Surprising goaltender depth and for the long-term: Petey and Quinn 
Hughes — if we can keep them — a really exciting Abbotsford team with 
fun players like Sheldon Dries, Will Lockwood, Christian Wolanin, Linus 
Karlsson, Jack Rathbone, Tristen Nielsen and Arturs Silovs coming up. 

Herve Nzeyimana, 34, Vancouver. Fan since late 1990s. 

What worries you the most? 

It isn’t the players. It isn’t the coach. It isn’t even the president and 
general manager to a certain degree. It’s this team’s ownership. 

An ownership group that I’ve watched over the last decade constantly 
prioritize the short-term over the long-term. An ownership group that I’ve 
watched listen to whichever snake oil salesman is willing to sell them a 
“retool on the fly” or “turning this around quickly” instead of listening to 
the smart people in the room and making the intelligent, hard decision to 
rebuild. 

An ownership group that can’t learn from their mistakes. An ownership 
group willing to alienate Trevor Linden, one of this franchise’s few 
heroes, in order to try to squeeze a few quick bucks out of an aging core 
and to prop-up a GM in Jim Benning that was obviously out of his depth. 

An ownership group that refuses to even admit they could have made a 
mistake. 
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An ownership group that says one thing and does a completely different 
thing. 

An ownership group that is so profligate in all the areas of the business 
that you shouldn’t overspend, like free agency and re-signing aging 
players, but so spendthrift in all the areas of the business that you should 
invest heavily in, like scouting, analytics and player development. 

An ownership group that, to my observation, isn’t interested in winning a 
Stanley Cup. Seems like Francesco Aquilini and his brothers are just 
satisfied with mediocrity, comfortable trying to sell us a terrible team that 
will never win a Cup because as long as the stadium is still half full, 
they’re not really bothered. 

An ownership group that always takes the easy way out instead of 
making the intelligent, measured, and hard decisions that real leaders 
make. At the end of the day, I’m at my limit as a Canucks’ fan not 
because of J.T. Miller’s defensive woes or Jim Rutherford’s inability to 
recognize that he can’t retool on the fly with no prospects, no picks and 
no cap space. 

I’m at my limit because this Canucks ownership group’s actions show me 
they don’t want to win a Cup. 

What are the positives you see? 

Elias Pettersson looks unreal. I knew when he came into the NHL that 
he’d be a special player but what I’m watching him do this season on a 
terrible team is truly incredible. 

He’s putting the team on his back. I would have included Bo Horvat in 
what I’m positive about, but it looks like he’s not long for this city so this is 
what I’ll say: I’m proud of you, Bo. You’ve done so much for us. Go score 
some more goals on a better team, and most importantly, secure the 
bag. 

Darcy Dagan. 

Darcy Dagan, 45, Vancouver. Fan since the mid-’80s. 

What worries you the most? 

Management is still showing a disregard for high draft picks, like the 
second-round pick given up in the Riley Stillman trade. I think the J.T. 
Miller trade by Jim Benning was great, but then Benning also made the 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Conor Garland trade. 

Put that trade and the Stillman acquisition together, those trades sent out 
two second picks and a first-round pick. 

What are the positives you see? 

The last year has seen lots of positive moves by the new management. I 
really like the signings of Andrei Kuzmenko and Ilya Mikheyev. They 
picked up Ethan Bear in a trade for very little. 

Kent Anderson with his wife Karen. 

Kent Anderson, 62, Vancouver. Fan since Game 1 in 1970. 

What worries you the most? 

I’m a 25-year season ticket holder of the Canucks, so I am a patient man. 
But it’s hard not to complain when management seems to make the 
same mistakes over and over. 

My worry is that those who run the team have misunderstood the market, 
believing that we can’t handle the pain of a proper restructuring of the 
roster and cap situation. 

This is a savvy fan base and we would love to see the team take 
intelligent steps with long-term objectives in mind, rather than continually 
setting the team backwards with ill-advised contracts to aging players. 

What are the positives you see? 

What keeps me positive is that the fans seem united in this desire. I have 
to be optimistic enough to believe that ownership and management will 
recognize that perpetual mediocrity is not acceptable. 
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Canucks Game Day: Is Florida beach time the magic cure? 

The Florida Panthers are struggling almost as much as the Vancouver 
Canucks. 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

HOLLYWOOD, Fla. — If ever the Vancouver Canucks needed an 
opponent in dire straights, now’s the time. 

The reeling Canucks hit the beach Friday, a day ahead of facing the 
Florida Panthers in South Florida, hoping the sunshine, sand and Atlantic 
Ocean waters will clear away all their troubles. 

The Canucks have lost three straight and six of their last eight. 

They can score goals but preventing them has been a problem. 

Who knew that facing the defending President’s Trophy holders would 
present themselves as something of a respite? 

But that’s what the Panthers are. 

GM Bill Zito went all in last season, dealing first picks away all over the 
place. The Panthers were far and away the best regular season outfit but 
hit the wall in the playoffs, losing in the second round to their archrivals, 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Instead of tweaking what he had, Zito went wild. With the chance to add 
Matthew Tkachuk in the summer, he made a wild trade to bring him in. 
He let Ben Chiarot and Claude Giroux, two players he’d dealt first round 
picks for, walk in free agency. 

And most crucially, he fired his coach, replacing interim bench boss 
Andrew Brunette with Paul Maurice. 

The Panthers have proven to be a disaster under Maurice, who had quit 
mid-season in Winnipeg. 

They’re languishing in sixth place in their division, just 19-19-4. 

The Canucks need an opponent like this. They need this win. 

Penalty problems 

The Canucks can’t kill penalties but at least they don’t take many, 
averaging just 3.8 per game. That’s the 12th-fewest in the league. 

The Panthers on the other hand have a huge disclipine problem: They 
are the most-penalized team in the league, getting players sent to the 
box 4.8 times per game. 

Giving your opponents an extra power play opportunity per game is 
never a good idea. 

No offence 

The Panthers scored mountains of goals last year under Brunnette. They 
led the league, scoring 4.1 goals per game. 

This year under Maurice they’re not, scoring just 3.2 goals per game. 

That’s the same as the Canucks and pretty much league-average. 

Closing time 
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You thought the Canucks were bad at closing games? 

The Panthers are the league’s worst. No team has given up more third-
period goals than the Panthers’ 64. 

The Canucks, in comparison, have given up “just” 53, ninth-worst in the 
league. 

Over the first and second periods, the Panthers are pretty much league-
average in goals against. It really is remarkable how it all goes to dust for 
them in the third. 

The Canucks, well you know the story: they can’t defend in any period. 

Goalie? 

Will Bruce Boudreau go back to Collin Delia on Saturday, who played 
pretty well despite everything on Thursday in Tampa? 

Or swap back to Spencer Martin, who he said would play one of the two 
games this weekend? The Canucks play Sunday afternoon in Raleigh as 
well. 

The Canucks aren’t holding a morning skate today, so we won’t know 
until Boudreau meets with the media before the game, around 1:30 p.m. 
PT. 
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How will the Wild manage their lineup now that everyone is healthy? 

 

Dane Mizutani3-4 minutes 1/13/2023 

 

Wild coach Dean Evason has always preached the importance of internal 
competition. 

Though he doesn’t like sitting any of his players for too long, he likes 
when teammates are jockeying for position in the lineup. 

As far as Evason is concerned, that internal competition brings out the 
best in everyone. 

“They battle against each other for the right to play with each other,” he 
said. “That’s what we want them to do.” 

Those battles have gotten even more intense as of late. 

This week’s two-game road trip in New York was the first time all season 
the Wild had all their players at their disposal. That made for some tough 
decisions, and in the end, winger Mason Shaw and defenseman Alex 
Goligoski sat out as healthy scratches in Tuesday’s shootout loss to the 
New York Rangers and Thursday’s comeback win over New York 
Islanders. 

You could argue neither player deserves to sit out based on how they 
have played this season. Which raises the question: How will the Wild 
manage their lineup now that everyone is healthy? 

“If you play well, you stay in,” Evason said. “If you have a bad game, 
there’s somebody that’s available that can take your spot.” 

It’s unclear when exactly Shaw will play again. He has impressed the 
coaching staff with his work ethic this season, so it wouldn’t be surprising 
to see him on the ice sooner rather than later. 

“Unfortunately we had to take somebody out,” Evason said. “We had a 
great conversation with him. It’s not an easy decision because he 
shouldn’t come out of our lineup.” 

Looking at the roster, Shaw would most likely replace either Brandon 
Duhaime or Ryan Reaves, both wingers, whenever he gets back in. That 

said, Evason has proved in the past that he’s not afraid to sit a player 
with a higher profile if he feels like he isn’t pulling his weight. 

“We had to make a choice, and that was our choice,” Evason said of 
benching Shaw this week. “The way that he’s played and with the heart 
and grit and all the rest of it, he’s a big part of our hockey club. He’ll be 
back in there.” 

No matter what happens in the coming weeks, if the Wild stay at full 
strength, the coaching staff is going to continue to have difficult decisions 
to make on a nightly basis. 

It’s a good problem to have even if there’s a lot of unknowns that come 
with that. The only thing that’s certain is that the Wild will not have a set 
rotation at any point. 

“We’re not going to do that,” Evason said. “We’re going to make 
decisions day-by-day like we always have.” 
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Goals by Zuccarello, Gaudreau help Wild top skidding Coyotes 

 

MIKE COOK, Associated Press 

15-19 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Mats Zuccarello and Freddy Gaudreau scored 51 
seconds apart in the second period, and the Minnesota Wild held off the 
reeling Arizona Coyotes 2-1 on Saturday night. 

Kirill Kaprizov nearly had a milestone goal and Marc-Andre Fleury made 
27 saves for Minnesota, playing its lone home game in a seven-game 
stretch. 

The Wild are 14-2-0 in their last 16 against the Coyotes. 

"It's good to get home in front of our fans. Obviously get two points. Even 
though they're low in the standings, they're still a good team," said 
Fleury, 5-1-2 in his past eight starts. 

Lawson Crouse scored and Connor Ingram stopped 25 shots for Arizona, 
which has lost eight straight games — all in regulation — while getting 
outscored 33-15. It is the most consecutive losses by the Coyotes since 
dropping nine in a row from Oct. 18 to Nov. 5, 2021. 

"It's hard to have A-plus games every night when you play every other 
night, traveling and so. I think what we can take from this game is that 
when you don't play up to your standards and you get two points, that's a 
good day," Zuccarello said. 

Kaprizov thought he gave Minnesota a 3-1 lead midway through the third 
period with a wrister from the left circle. However, video review showed 
Sam Steel was barely offside. The goal would have been the 100th of his 
career and come two years to the day after Kaprizov scored in overtime 
during his first NHL game to beat Los Angeles. 

Instead, he'll just have to celebrate a win. 

"We're all bummed when we lose a goal like that. I'm sure it's going to 
come. You just have to be patient," Zuccarello said. 

"At that point in time if that's a goal that's a killer," Ingram said. "I think 
that's the reason the rule is there, if it's close you play it out, you go back 
and make sure you get it right. It was a great challenge. It was close and 
it kept us in it and gave us another chance." 

Minnesota had a 5-on-3 advantage for 1:17 midway through the second 
period, but Ingram made big saves on Matt Boldy, Kaprizov and Joel 
Eriksson Ek before the Wild final beat the Arizona goaltender. 
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One-touch passes from Calen Addison and Kaprizov fed Zuccarello at 
the doorstep for an easy redirect at 9:39. It was Zuccarello's seventh 
power-play goal of the season, tying a career high. 

Addison's 16 power-play points — all assists — are tops among NHL 
rookies. 

"We're fortunate to catch a break with 5-on-3. I haven't even looked at 
the penalty, but yeah power play needed to come through here tonight 
because it was tight," said Wild coach Dean Evason. 

Less than a minute later, Ryan Hartman gathered a loose puck in the 
right circle and moved around a sliding defenseman and Ingram before 
sliding a pass across the blue paint to Gaudreau. The goal came two 
seconds after a power play expired. 

Crouse pounced on a rebound 5:44 into the third period and beat Fleury 
with a slap shot from the left dot to get the Coyotes within one. 

"We played a really good game against a really good team. They're top-
five in the league for shots against them in the slot and we had a lot 
tonight. We got rebounds, we got penetration, we defended well as well," 
said coach André Tourigny. 

PLAYING CLEANER 

The teams combined for just six penalty minutes. Arizona entered 28th in 
penalty minutes per game at 11.3; Minnesota was 31st at 12.6. 
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Wild-Arizona game recap 

 

Sarah McLellan 

5-7 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

STAR TRIBUNE'S THREE STARS 

1. Marc-Andre Fleury, Wild: The goaltender thwarted Arizona's rally 
during his 27-save performance. 

2. Frederick Gaudreau, Wild: The center scored the game-winner, his 
second goal in as many games. 

3. Lawson Crouse, Coyotes: The winger had the Coyotes' lone goal. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

1 Goal by the Wild on the power play after a three-game, 0-for-9 drought. 

1 Successful coach's challenge by Arizona to overturn what would have 
been Kirill Kaprizov's 100th NHL goal. 

4 Points by Mats Zuccarello in three games since he returned from injury. 
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Minnesota Wild hang on for 2-1 home victory over Arizona 

 

Sarah McLellan 

17-21 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

The Coyotes have lost more games in a row than the Wild have dropped 
in the last month and a half. 

This mismatch wasn't reflected on the ice, with the Wild hanging on 2-1 in 
front of 19,299 on Saturday at Xcel Energy Center, but how they arrived 
at that outcome is right up their alley. 

"We didn't start this game … thinking we were going to blow anybody out 
of the rink," coach Dean Evason said. "They play in the same league as 
we do, the best league in the world. They got good hockey players, good 
structure. We played Minnesota Wild hockey, and we were able to get 
the win." 

While this extended Arizona's rut to eight games, the Wild opened the 
second half of their season by winning their second straight since a 
three-game slide. 

Mats Zuccarello's goal rekindled the power play, Frederick Gaudreau 
scored for the second time in as many games and goaltender Marc-
Andre Fleury turned aside 27 shots. 

"We managed the puck well, defended well, cleaned the puck around the 
net and blocked some shots," Fleury said. "Good teamwork." 

After a goalless first period, the Wild capitalized in the second after back-
to-back penalties by the Coyotes. 

During the ensuing 5-on-3 advantage, Kirill Kaprizov set up Zuccarello for 
a redirect in front at 9 minutes, 39 seconds. 

"We were happy that we didn't deviate," Evason said. "We stayed with 
what we thought was going to give us a chance to have success tonight, 
and ultimately it did." 

That was Zuccarello's 18th goal of the season, and he has four points in 
three games since returning from a two-game absence. His seven goals 
on the power play are tied for the most in his career. 

"It's always nice to get back into it," Zuccarello said. "It helps when you 
play with good players that find you." 

Kaprizov's assist counted as his seventh point over his past six games. 
Calen Addison also factored into the goal, and his 19 assists are the 
second most by a Wild rookie defenseman in team history; only Filip 
Kuba (21 in 2000-01) has more. 

Zuccarello's goal snapped a three-game, 0-for-9 drought for the power 
play. The Wild finished 1-for-2 (the Coyotes were 0-for-1). 

"Power play needed to come through," Evason said. 

Only 51 seconds later, and just after their second power play expired, the 
Wild doubled their lead. 

Ryan Hartman slid a pass around Arizona goaltender Connor Ingram to 
Gaudreau for a one-timer. 

"Maybe thought about putting it in myself," Hartman said. "But my 
momentum carried me too far down past the goal line. Just tried to find 
somebody." 

Gaudreau is up to 11 goals, just three shy of the career high he set last 
season. 

Sam Steel's secondary assist on the play was his 14th point in 14 games. 
As a result, Steel tied his career high in points at 22 in his first season 
with the Wild. His three-game point streak also matched his career best. 

Ingram ended up making 25 saves, and he had a relatively quiet third 
period compared to Fleury. 
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That's when Arizona finally converted, cutting its deficit in half at 5:42 
when Lawson Crouse buried the rebound off a Jack McBain shot. 

Kaprizov appeared to reinstate the Wild's two-goal cushion at 9:54 on his 
100th NHL goal, but Arizona challenged to determine if the play was 
offside and a video review determined Steel preceded the puck into the 
offensive zone. 

But tidy defending plus opportunistic offense equals a strategy that works 
for the Wild. 

"Don't change," was Evason's in-game message. "Just stay the course. 
Do what we think we need to do to have success. Don't open it up. We're 
not trying to get into a track meet. 

"I don't care who we're playing or what the records are on the other side. 
It's how we need to play, and the guys did that." 
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Wild general manager Bill Guerin willing to explore market before trade 
deadline 

 

Sarah McLellan 

15-19 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

The Wild are finally at full strength after only recently getting completely 
healthy for the first time this season, but will there be personnel changes 
leading up to the NHL trade deadline? 

"The team will tell me what direction we're going to go," General Manager 
Bill Guerin said Saturday while addressing the Wild's first-half 
performance. "If we're flying high and we're doing real well, then we'll talk 
about making moves and seeing if we can improve. Or maybe we'll just 
stay the same. I don't know. 

"If we're not doing well, then we'll have to talk about what to do with that." 

Since taking over as GM in 2019, Guerin has taken both approaches. 

Last year, he was an avid shopper, bringing in goaltender Marc-Andre 
Fleury, defenseman Jake Middleton and forwards Nic Deslauriers and 
Tyson Jost, which clearly indicated the team was loading up to make a 
lengthy playoff run. 

In 2021, Guerin didn't make any additions or subtractions. 

Both seasons ended in a first-round exit. 

Guerin, who mentioned the Wild are in a "good spot" after finishing the 
first half with 50 points (23-14-4), doesn't believe in sacrificing numerous 
assets for rental players, and he considers how a deal can affect the 
culture and chemistry of a team. 

Still, he said if there's a move that could improve the Wild, he will 
examine it. 

The NHL trade deadline is March 3, and the Wild have some flexibility; 
their projected cap space is around $3.75 million, according to 
CapFriendly.com. 

Already this season they have tweaked their roster, trading for forward 
Ryan Reaves, and much of the Wild's surge since their slow start came 
after Reaves' arrival on Nov. 23 from the Rangers, which isn't a 
coincidence to Guerin. 

"We were flat," he said. "There wasn't that buzz. There wasn't that 
energy. It was just flat. I don't know why, but it was, and he's not 
somebody that kind of lets that happen. He's the same every day, and it's 
high energy and he loves his job and loves being here and coming to the 
rink and that's infectious." 

Guerin said the Wild have explored re-signing a couple players, but he 
didn't specify who. 

The Wild are set to have several restricted free agents after the season, 
including forward Matt Boldy and goaltender Filip Gustavsson. As for the 
pending unrestricted free agents, that group is headlined by defenseman 
Matt Dumba. 

Next offseason is also when the cap hits for the Zach Parise and Ryan 
Suter buyouts escalate to their highest cost, which is approximately 
$14.7 million. That means as it stands now, the Wild will have roughly 
$16 million in cap space to spend with nine of their current roster players 
up for new contracts. (This is factoring in a $1 million increase to the NHL 
salary cap, which is expected.) 

"We're trying to make calculated moves," Guerin said, pointing out the 
Sam Steel and Gustavsson acquisitions. 

Steel has become the Wild's No. 1 center after signing a one-year, 
$825,000 contract as a free agent, and Gustavsson is having a breakout 
season in net after the Wild landed him in the Cam Talbot trade with 
Ottawa. 

"We have to just continue to do stuff like that," Guerin said. "It's a little 
more challenging. Big deal." 

Rossi update 

Marco Rossi is producing just shy of a point-per-game pace through 17 
games with Iowa in the American Hockey League, which is one more 
game than the center played with the Wild after making the team out of 
training camp. 

After getting sent down to the minors on Nov. 28, Rossi, the ninth overall 
draft pick in 2020, has five goals and 11 assists for 16 points. 

"Consistency is a really hard thing for young players to figure out and 
find," Guerin said. "He's putting together a small number of games and 
then he'll have an off-night or a slower night and then they'll reset him, 
and he'll come back and play better. 

"Right now, we just don't have room [in the Wild lineup], and there's no 
sense bringing Marco up right now just for a hot dog in the stands. It's 
better off that he just plays. But he's doing well." 
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Wild escape with 2-1 win despite sloppy play against lowly Coyotes 

 

Dane Mizutani 

4-5 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

With how bad the Wild were on the power play earlier this week, perhaps 
coach Dean Evason thought momentarily about declining a pair of 
penalties in Saturday’s game against the Arizona Coyotes. 

Heck, maybe Evason even considered asking the referees if the Wild 
could instead go on the penalty kill considering a shorthanded goal 
turned the tide in Thursday’s comeback win over the New York Islanders. 
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All jokes aside, the Wild going 0 for 5 on the power play earlier this week 
didn’t inspire much confidence, nor did the way they were playing against 
arguably the worst team in the league. So naturally the power play 
proved to be the difference for the Wild in a sloppy 2-1 win over the 
Coyotes. 

“It was tight,” Evason said. “There wasn’t a lot of room out there. Both 
teams played hard. It was good to see our power play step up.” 

After garnering a 5-on-3 advantage midway through the game, the Wild 
popped a couple of goals to take the edge off. Mats Zuccarello broke the 
ice with a goal, and Freddy Gaudreau followed it up with a goal of his 
own less than a minute later. That was enough for Marc-Andre Fleury 
between the pipes. 

“I don’t think we played up to our standard today,” Zuccarello said. “We’re 
lucky we got a win.” 

While the Wild will take the win any way they can get it fresh off a 
weeklong road trip, the slow start continued a trend of sleepwalking 
through prolonged stretches of a game. If they were playing an opponent 
with more talent, the game easily could’ve gotten away from them. 

Just look at the way the Wild let the Coyotes hang around throughout the 
first period. There was no sense of urgency playing against a struggling 
team that has lost seven straight games. 

Luckily for the Wild, they managed to keep the Coyotes off the 
scoreboard, and they finally broke through in the second period. 

With the Wild on the power play, they almost immediately drew another 
penalty, and Zuccarello wisely let the Coyotes touch the puck to pave the 
way for the 5-on-3 advantage. After cycling the puck for nearly a minute, 
Zuccarello finished off a feed from Kirill Kaprizov to make it 1-0. 

“We try to score every time we’re out there,” Zuccarello said. “Sometimes 
it works. Sometimes it doesn’t work.  It’s always nice to get a PP goal.” 

Even better for the Wild, that goal occurred before the initial penalty 
expired, so they still had about a minute left on the power play. On the 
very next shift, Gaudreau stretched the lead to 2-0, finishing off a pretty 
pass from Ryan Hartman, who showed tremendous patience in front. 

“Maybe thought about putting it in myself,” Hartman said. “My momentum 
carried me too far down past the goal line. Just tried to find somebody.” 

With the Wild in complete control at that point, they took their foot off the 
gas in the third period. That allowed Coyotes winger Lawson Crouse to 
cut the deficit to 2-1 and make things interesting. 

In the end, though, the Wild did just enough down the stretch to come out 
on top. 

“We didn’t start this game in the middle or we didn’t end the game 
thinking we were going to blow anybody out of the rink,” Evason said. 
“They play in the same league as we do. The best league in the world. 
They’ve got good hockey players, good structure. We played Minnesota 
Wild hockey and we were able to get the win.” 
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Wild general manager Bill Guerin gives state of the team at midway point 

 

Dane Mizutani 

4-5 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

The last time Wild general manager Bill Guerin addressed reporters 
came on Nov. 23, the night he made the trade for veteran Ryan Reaves. 
He wasn’t pleased with how the Wild had been playing to that point and 
felt like team needed a boost. 

That’s exactly what Reaves has provided as the Wild have completely 
turned things over the past month and a half. 

As far as Guerin is concerned, it’s not a coincidence that the Wild boast a 
15-6-2 record since the trade. That mark does not take into account 
Saturday’s game between the Wild and Arizona Coyotes at Xcel Energy 
Center. 

“We were flat,” Guerin said. “He’s not somebody that lets that happen. 
He’s the same every day. It’s high energy.” 

Now, with the Wild at the midway point, Guerin likes that things are 
trending a positive direction. He believes in this group of players. Here 
are some things from the first half that stood out to him. 

The identity is back 

Though the Wild couldn’t stop a nosebleed through the first week of this 
season, they have defended very well since then. They are only allowing 
2.80 goals per game, which ranks No. 10 in the league. That’s been a 
recipe for success. 

“I think we got reacquainted with our identity,” Guerin said. “You can tell 
the difference between when we’re playing to our identity and when we’re 
not.” 

That’s a change from last season when the Wild regularly tried outscore 
opponents rather than outdefend them. 

“You can’t count on come-from-behind wins all the time,” Guerin said. 
“You can’t blow a lead and then get it back and then blow it again and get 
it back. That’s just not winning hockey. We can’t sit here and believe that 
it is because it’s not.” 

The goaltending has been stellar 

When the Wild dropped back-to-back-to-back games to start this season, 
shaky goaltending from Marc-Andre Fleury and Filip Gustavsson drew 
the ire of fans. That narrative has been flipped on its head over the past 
few months as Fleury and Gustavsson have been among the more 
impressive tandems in the league. 

Note taking into account Saturday’s game, Fleury has a 13-8-3 record, a 
2.93 goals against average, and .902 save percentage, while 
Gustavsson has a 10-6-1 record, 2.17 goals against average, and a .925 
save percentage. 

Asked about the player that’s surprised him most so far this season, 
Guerin brought up Gustavsson without hesitation. 

“I think he’s played exceptionally well,” Guerin said. “There was 
something there I think now that he’s gotten a lot more comfortable here 
in Minnesota and with the way we play and what not he knows what to 
expect every night. He’s really been fantastic.” 

The young players have stepped up 

Whether it’s Gustavsson in net, the combination of Connor Dewar, 
Brandon Duhaime, and Mason Shaw up front, or Calen Addison on the 
blue line, the Wild have gotten key contributions from some of the young 
players in the lineup. 

“They’ve been great,” Guerin said. “They’re fun guys to be around. 
They’re excited to be at the rink every day. They’ve got that youthful 
energy that we want young players in the league to have. They’re just 
highly competitive. They’ve been huge assets for us.” 

The team will dictate if he makes a move 

As much as Guerin likes where the Wild are at right now, he’s been 
around the league long enough to know not to take anything for granted. 
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Thus, if he sees something that could potentially make the team better in 
the long run, he’s going to take a look at it. 

“I think the team will tell me what direction we’re going to go,” Guerin 
said. “If we’re flying high, and we’re doing real well, then we’ll talk about 
making moves and seeing if we can improve. Or maybe we’ll just stay the 
same. I don’t know. If we’re not doing well, then we’ll have to talk about 
what to do with that.” 

The buyouts still don’t bother him 

It’ll be interesting to see how Guerin navigates the cap crunch over the 
next couple of seasons. That comes as a result of buying out Zach 
Parise and Ryan Suter. Both players carry roughly $7.37 million in dead 
cap for 2023-24 season and 2024-25 seaosn. 

“We made those moves and it’s worked,” Guerin said. “We’re better. I 
don’t care about the cap hits. We’re operating the same way.” 
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Wild’s 2-1 victory over Coyotes: What to make of it? ‘We’re lucky we got 
a win’ 

 

Joe Smith 

7-9 minutes 1/15/2023 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — There are times when Wild coach Dean Evason 
wants to go into the dressing room between periods and scream at his 
team. 

Cuss at them. 

On Thursday against the Islanders, Evason came in almost joking. 

He showed clips of the Wild dumping the puck in 10 feet on the other 
side of the red line. 

“Why would we do that?” he asked. “It doesn’t make sense.” 

The Wild are in a good spot at the season’s midseason point, holding a 
seven-point lead for third place in the Central Division over the Blues and 
Cup champion Avalanche. You don’t get to this spot without being a good 
team, a talented team, a determined team. But what’s been puzzling and 
frustrating about the Wild is they’re also an inconsistent team. They know 
who they are — and how they have to play to be successful. They’ll say 
all the right things on the bench and between periods. 

But how does a Wild team turn the puck over so much in Tuesday’s 
shootout loss to the Rangers and come in two nights later with a 
textbook, comeback win? GM Bill Guerin said it was like two different 
teams. Then the Wild had to hold on for dear life to beat the likely lottery-
bound Coyotes 2-1 Saturday night at Xcel Energy Center? 

“They do know, our team knows,” Evason said. “That’s the exciting part is 
we do know how to play the game right. It’s just about doing it 
consistently. Doing it on a more consistent basis will allow us to win more 
hockey games.” 

If the Wild do it more consistently, perhaps it’ll encourage Guerin to be a 
more aggressive buyer at the trade deadline. If they can do it more 
consistently, that’s when they’ll be able to get out of the first round. Like 
Evason said, every game can be a learning situation, and Saturday was 
no different. 

It didn’t look pretty, that’s for sure. At times, the Wild tried to be too cute, 
like Jordan Greenway trying to toe-drag on a one-on-one rush. There 
were plenty of passes off skates. Minnesota is a better team than Arizona 
and should have been able to physically outmatch the Coyotes, yet spent 
most of the third period pinned in its own end. Sure, the Coyotes are a 
proud team, they’ll keep fighting, much like their last trip here. 

But if the Wild play like this on their upcoming four-game road trip against 
the Capitals, Hurricanes, Lightning and Panthers, it could get ugly. 

“It wasn’t our best,” said Mats Zuccarello, who scored a power-play goal. 
“I don’t think we played up to our standard today. But, yeah, we’re lucky 
we got a win. We’ve got to take it and move forward.” 

Part of the reason this game had an ugly feel was because of the game 
plan. Veteran forward Ryan Hartman said that during the pre-scout 
meeting Saturday morning coaches told them that — analytically — the 
Coyotes are last in the league in handling dump-ins. 

“That was our game plan — dump the puck in the whole game,” Hartman 
said. “It might not have looked pretty, but that’s what we had to do 
tonight.” 

So when it was 0-0 after a sleepy 20 minutes, Evason wasn’t ready to 
read his team the riot act. He wasn’t ticked. He preached patience — 
don’t deviate. Don’t get too cute, like they’ve been known to do. 

“That’s all we talked about, just keep doing what we’re doing — don’t 
change,” Evason said. “It’s 0-0 — now it’s like don’t change, just stay the 
course, do what we think we need to do to have success. Don’t open it 
up. We’re not trying to get into a track meet. I don’t care who we’re 
playing or what the records are on the other side. It’s how we need to 
play, and the guys did that.” 

The Wild finally broke through midway into the second period. They got 
around 80 seconds of a five-on-three power play, and Zuccarello 
delivered with a redirect from the slot on a slick centering feed from Kirill 
Kaprizov. The Wild power play had struggled on their recent two-game 
trip, so they hope this one could be a momentum boost. 

Then, less than a minute later, Freddy Gaudreau scored to make it 2-0 
just after the power play ended. It was a heck of a play by Hartman, who 
baited goalie Connor Ingram out of the crease, then sent a pass to 
Gaudreau. “Just tried to bait him to get aggressive,” Hartman said. 
“Maybe thought about putting it in myself, but my momentum carried me 
too far down past the goal line. Just tried to find somebody.” 

Goaltending has been one of the Wild’s strengths after their rocky first 
couple of weeks, and Marc-Andre Fleury was “fantastic,” as Evason put 
it. Fleury made 27 saves, with 11 coming in the third period. The only 
goal he gave up came on a rebound that popped out to Lawson Crouse, 
who ripped the puck off Fleury’s helmet and in. 

Fleury has seen his team try to find its consistency in games and 
between games, noting it sometimes takes someone leading by example 
on the ice as opposed to any speech in the room. He knows it’s a matter 
of time. 

“I think we know — we talk about it,” Fleury said. “We have the right 
words between periods. Guys on the bench know. I think it’s just a matter 
of doing it for 60 minutes each night. It’ll come. You can see some games 
where we don’t have it, maybe, for 60 minutes. You know, we miss a 
period, or so. But, most of the time we have it, and if we can do it all the 
time, we’ll be in good shape.” 

Guerin, in his midseason address Saturday morning, brought up how he 
and Evason spoke a lot over the summer on reshaping their identity for 
this season. They couldn’t count on being one of the league leaders in 
come-from-behind wins, they couldn’t always outscore their problems. “I 
think that’s one thing that held this team back last year in the playoffs,” 
Guerin said. 

It was a big focal point to the team, demanding more from them when 
they have the lead, and Guerin believes the guys have bought in. 
Perhaps in that instance, Saturday’s win was another example of that 
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progress. They took the lead and didn’t deviate from the plan. They bent, 
but they didn’t break. 

The Wild improved to 17-0-1 when leading after two periods. They’re 9-5-
4 in one-goal games. 

“I like the way that we’re playing with the lead or in close games,” Guerin 
said. “Even if we’re down a goal, it’s not just break from everything and 
try to get a goal. You’ve got to stick with your game plan and trust it and 
know that it’ll get you that goal. And the other thing, too, is if we’re up by 
a lot — this is a personal pet peeve, but when you’re up by a lot — how 
do you play? If you’re up by four or five goals, it doesn’t become point 
night. 

“Because you start breaking from what you really are, you start going for 
points, you start cherry-picking and things like that — those are bad 
habits, and bad habits creep into your game easier than making good 
habits. I just find that the discipline that we have to have in each type of 
game is extremely important.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.15.2023 

  

1265159 Minnesota Wild 

 

Wild at the trade deadline: 5 things we learned from a midseason chat 
with GM Bill Guerin 

 

Joe Smith 

10-13 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Bill Guerin likes to go for it. 

In Guerin’s short time as the Wild general manager, he hasn’t been afraid 
to make moves, whether that was the Ryan Suter/Zach Parise buyouts or 
the Ryan Reaves deal earlier this season. And when it comes to the Mar. 
3 trade deadline, it wouldn’t be surprising to see Guerin take another 
swing. 

Guerin did so last year, acquiring Marc-Andre Fleury, defenseman Jake 
Middleton and forward Nicolas Deslauriers in separate moves at the 
deadline. He made the trades because he saw his team getting better as 
the year wore on and felt it could put them over the top. It didn’t, as 
Minnesota lost in the first round, but Guerin still believes it was “worth the 
shot.” 

“We just have to weigh that, you know?” Guerin said. “Is it worth it? 

With the Wild reaching their midseason point firmly in the third spot in the 
Central Division, ahead of the Blues by five points (with two games in 
hand), how they do in the next month or so will determine how big of a 
buyer they are. 

“I think the team will tell me what direction we’re gonna go,” Guerin said 
Saturday. “Like if we’re flying high and we’re doing real well, then we’ll 
talk about making moves and seeing if we can improve, or maybe we’ll 
just stay the same. I don’t know. If we’re not doing well, then we’ll have to 
talk about what to do with that.” 

Guerin said he doesn’t like giving up a lot of assets for rentals, but that 
appears to be the most likely market the Wild will be in. They’ve got just 
over $16 million in cap space for next season and just 13 players under 
contract, with the likes of Matt Boldy, Calen Addison, Freddy Gaudreau 
and Filip Gustavsson needing new deals. “It would be harder to do that, 
to get someone with future years (on their deal),” Guerin said.  

The Wild do have plenty of cap space for this year’s deadline — around 
$16.5 million estimated according to CapFriendly — so they can explore 
the many available pending UFAs/RFAs on the trade market. They are 
not believed to be interested in Bo Horvat or Brock Boeser or Jakob 
Chychrun, who was in town Saturday with the Coyotes.  

There are some bigger names up front that would make more sense, 
from pending UFAs Ryan O’Reilly to Jonathan Toews, though Toews or 
Patrick Kane would bring a hefty price tag. There’s also Anthony Duclair 
(Panthers) and defenseman Luke Schenn. Guerin had indicated a month 
back that Ryan Hartman’s return from injury could help hit the pause 
button on any need for top-six help. Sam Steel emerging as the team’s 
No. 1 center has certainly helped too. 

“I’m pretty comfortable with where we are,” Guerin said of the top six. 
“(Hartman) has been a good fit with that line and what he brings. I still 
think he’s going to get better because he hasn’t been that long. It takes 
more than five games to get back to true form.” 

What Guerin also has to weigh is the impact of any trade on the dressing 
room. 

“It’s tough,” Guerin said. “I think that’s the thing I worry about most. I’m a 
big believer in culture and chemistry and things like that and you have to 
think about that. But you also have to trust that the guys in the room are 
professionals and if there’s a move made then it’s only for the benefit of 
the team and you’ve just got to move on.” 

Guerin’s move to acquire Ryan Reaves earlier this season was very 
much a personality-driven trade, and it has worked wonders with the 
chemistry in the room. It’s not a coincidence that Minnesota is 14-5-2 
since Reaves made his Wild debut. 

“We were flat,” Guerin said. “There wasn’t that buzz, there wasn’t that 
energy. It was just flat. I don’t know why, but it was. And he’s not 
somebody that kind of lets that happen. He’s the same guy every day 
and it’s high energy. And he loves his job and loves being here and 
coming to the rink and that’s infectious … He’s definitely an alpha male, 
and he brings a certain element to the team that I think everybody feels 
that he’s in their corner.” 

Guerin has trade chips to play with, from his first-round pick the next few 
years to the eighth-best prospect pool in the NHL. Guerin talks about 
thinking of the future too but acknowledged there would be a time when 
he’d go for it. Is that time now? 

“It could be,” Guerin said. “But I don’t know. Just being honest, I don’t 
know. You know what, the team will tell me.” 

Biggest surprise 

I asked Guerin who or what was the biggest surprise this season. It didn’t 
take him long to answer. 

Filip Gustavsson. 

“It’s not that we didn’t believe in him, we did, but I think he’s played 
exceptionally well,” Guerin said. “I think the first four games of the 
season, neither goaltender had good outings. But I think as we moved 
along, he wasn’t getting the wins or results, but he was still playing well 
and there was something there. And I think now that he’s gotten a lot 
more comfortable here in Minnesota and with the way we play and 
whatnot, he knows what to expect every night. He’s really been 
fantastic.” 

Gustavsson is 10-6 with a 2.17 goals-against average and .925 save 
percentage. He’s won nine of his last 11 starts, allowing two or fewer 
goals in nine of them. What changed from his days in Ottawa? 

 “I think it’s a combination of a lot of things, but I think, the biggest thing is 
he’s gotten in shape,” Guerin said. “He wasn’t in good enough condition 
before. And when you’re not in good enough condition, you get tired and 
you’re sloppy and you don’t play well. So I think he’s worked really hard 
to get in better condition. And I also think that, you know, he kind of 
embraced the new opportunity he’s getting.” 
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Matt Boldy’s contract/RFAs 

Guerin said he’s started the conversations with a couple of his players 
who will need a new contract this summer. 

Matt Boldy heads that list, as he’s an RFA, along with Sam Steel, Mason 
Shaw, Calen Addison, Brandon Duhaime and Filip Gustavsson. Freddy 
Gaudreau and Ryan Reaves are both UFAs. The Wild only have $16.3 
million of expected cap space this summer, and the priority seems to be 
figuring out Boldy’s contract first to see what they have left. 

For the Wild’s cap purposes, they could push for a bridge to keep the 
AAV down. It seems like Boldy is open to a bridge or long-term deal, 
depending on the number. As for comps, the Boldy camp could try to use 
the William Nylander six-year, $45 million ($7.5 million AAV) or Kyle 
Connor seven-year, $50 million ($7.1 million AAV). Former USNDP 
teammates Nick Suzuki and Josh Norris had similar points per game 
when they signed their long-term deals, though they’re centers. It 
wouldn’t be surprising to see an AAV in the $6-$7 million range. 

“I think Matt’s a really good player. I do,” Guerin said.”I think Matt’s got a 
lot of ability to make plays. We want him to shoot the puck more. I think 
he tries to get too cute at times, but that’s what playmakers do. You’ve 
got to reel them back in. This is a fancy league for very few players, very 
few, like three. Everybody else, you’ve got to simplify and be a little more 
direct. I think Matt, when he’s more direct in his game, when he’s using 
his big frame, when he’s shooting the puck, is at his best. The plays will 
be there for him.” 

The Wild don’t have much wiggle room in coming years due to the 
relatively flat cap and the fact they’re still dealing with buyouts of Zach 
Parise and Ryan Suter. 

“I don’t know if it gets grim,” Guerin said. “We made those moves and it’s 
worked. We’re better. I don’t care about the cap hits. We’re operating the 
same way and it doesn’t matter to us. We’re just operating with what we 
have and we’re trying to make calculated moves and bringing guys in 
guys like Sam Steel. Sam’s worked out real well this year. Gus for Cam 
Talbot. It’s a big saving and we haven’t lost anything. We have to just 
continue to do stuff like that.” 

Matt Dumba’s future 

The Wild have received calls on defenseman Matt Dumba, who is likely 
in his last year with the Wild as a pending UFA with a $6 million cap hit. 
There are reports the Oilers and Senators are interested (Ottawa GM 
Pierre Dorion was at a recent Wild game). 

“I’m not actively shopping him,” Guerin told The Athletic Saturday. “It 
would have to be something that works extremely well for us.” 

If the Wild move Dumba by the Mar. 3 deadline, it won’t be for futures like 
a pick or prospect. Guerin said they would need to get another 
defenseman back in the deal. For as much criticism as Dumba receives 
from fans, he’s still playing in their top four, partnered with Jonas Brodin. 
He’s also on their penalty kill. Prized prospect Brock Faber may not be 
available until mid-April if he leads the University of Minnesota to the 
Frozen Four. 

The point is that Guerin feels the Wild can compete in the playoffs this 
year, so any move would have to help them too. 

The Goligoski dilemma 

Veteran defenseman Alex Goligoski continues to sit, and that doesn’t 
appear likely to change anytime soon barring an injury. 

And a trade, at least for now, isn’t in the works. 

This has been a frustrating situation for Goligoski, who loved returning to 
his home state and signed a two-year deal (one year remaining at $2 
million AAV). But he wants to play. Goligoski has appeared in only 17 
games this season, but one of them was his game-winning OT goal that 
galvanized the team. You could tell how emotional that moment was for 
Goligoski. I’ve asked him about his situation recently, the balance 

between being happy the team is winning vs. the disappointment in not 
playing. “You can be both,” Goligoski said. Goligoski said he plans to just 
work hard and be ready, and while he’s been in communication with 
Guerin, there’s no trade request. 

While it’s easy to assume that Guerin — a former teammate of Goligoski 
in Pittsburgh — would do him a solid and find him a place where he can 
be in the lineup, it’s not that simple. The Wild don’t have that kind of 
depth on defense, and they’re one injury away from needing Goligoski to 
be a regular again. 

“He wants to play,” Guerin said. “The most important thing is we touch 
base every once in a while. I know ‘Goose’ and like every other player, 
he wants to play. But he’s a good guy and teammate, he’s not disruptive. 
It’s hard for (Evason) to sit a guy like that, it’s hard for me to see him 
sitting out. It’s hardest on him. We’re just trying to do a job, and 
unfortunately, a good guy like him is taking the brunt of it. It stinks.” 
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Casey Cizikas and Anthony Beauvillier score early, Islanders top 
Canadiens 2-1 

 

Allan Kreda 
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Casey Cizikas and Anthony Beauvillier scored first-period goals and Ilya 
Sorokin made 22 saves as the New York Islanders snapped a four-game 
losing streak by beating the Montreal Canadiens 2-1 on Saturday night. 

Nick Suzuki scored for Montreal midway through the third. 

The Islanders had lost the first two games of their five-game homestand 
to Dallas and Minnesota after dropping three of four on a Western road 
trip to start the calendar year. 

The last-place Canadiens were coming off a 4-3 home win over Nashville 
on Thursday but have only three wins in their last 15 games. Montreal 
has lost eight of 10 and is 3-11-1 since Dec. 12. 

Cizikas opened the scoring at 2:25 of the first, beating Canadiens 
netminder Sam Montembeault for his fourth goal of season. Assists went 
to Noah Dobson and Cal Clutterbuck. Dobson leads Islanders 
defensemen with 26 points. 

Beauvilier made it 2-0 at 6:03 with his ninth goal, assisted by 
defenseman Scott Mayfield and Jean-Gabriel Pageau. 

Suzuki scored his 16th of the season at 9:56 of the third to ruin Sorokin’s 
shutout bid. 

Sorokin has allowed only seven goals in the last six home games. He 
improved to 15-14-2 this season. 

Montembeault made 36 saves in defeat. 

The Islanders entered with only two wins over Montreal in their last 12 
meetings in New York. 

The Islanders honored Hall of Fame right wing and four-time Stanley Cup 
winner Mike Bossy before the game. A Montreal native, Bossy scored 50 
goals or more in each of his first nine NHL seasons and finished with 573 
in a 10-year career cut short by back injuries. Bossy died last April at age 
65 from lung cancer. 

Canadiens: Visit the New York Rangers on Sunday. 
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Islanders: Host the Washington Capitals on Monday. 
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Islanders nip Canadiens to snap four-game losing streak 

 

Ethan Sears 
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The Islanders could not afford a fifth straight loss on Saturday night. 

Not when they held such a precarious position in the Eastern Conference 
standings, with the Penguins holding games in hand while the Sabres 
and Red Wings both were creeping up. Not after a morale-sapping third-
period collapse against the Wild on Thursday. Not with the tanking, 
hapless Canadiens their opponent at UBS Arena. 

Winning was a bare minimum, and losing would have been tantamount to 
a fire alarm for a group that thinks itself good enough to make it back to 
the playoffs. 

Even after beating the Canadiens 2-1, however, the pressure is nowhere 
near off the Islanders, who still face four pivotal games against four 
playoff contenders over the next seven days — but with their record at 
23-18-3, they can at least breathe a little bit easier. 

“When we’re having success,” captain Anders Lee said. “That’s what it 
looks like.” 

The message Saturday morning from coach Lane Lambert, on the back 
of the messy loss Thursday, was simple: Shoot the puck and hit the net. 

“If you miss the net, you can’t score,” Lambert said. “My dad told me that 
when I was 5 years old.” 

Eight hours later, the Islanders hit the ice like a team that had gotten the 
message. They put their usual first-period woes aside and jumped all 
over Montreal from the outset. The Islanders got pucks deep. They 
forechecked. And most important, they let loose with ease, beating 
goaltender Sam Montembeault twice inside of seven minutes to set the 
tone for a victory on a night when anything less would not have sufficed. 

Casey Cizikas opened the scoring by tipping in a point shot from Noah 
Dobson at 2:25 of the first period. That was followed by Anthony 
Beauvillier jumping on Scott Mayfield’s rebound to break an eight-game 
scoreless drought of his own less than four minutes later. 

“Put ourselves in a good position to control the game,” Cizikas said. “I 
thought we did that with the way we started. We came out hot, we came 
out heavy, we played in their end, which is the biggest thing. It’s 
something we can build off.” 

It was the first time since Dec. 16 at Arizona that the Islanders led 2-0 in 
a first period. And unlike that night in Tempe, it was not followed by a 
second period in which they fell apart at the seams. 

Granted, the dominant start they displayed did not continue past the first 
10 minutes. They did not pull away from Montreal, and at times they 
relied on goalie Ilya Sorokin, who finished with 22 saves in his 10th start 
out of 11 games, to bail them out. 

The Canadiens made them sweat. Nick Suzuki made it 2-1 at the 9:56 
mark of the third, skating by Mayfield before beating Sorokin. 

The Islanders, though, hung on, after Montreal failed to pull 
Montembeault until there was 1:07 left in the game — at least 30 
seconds too late. And with the added bonus of the Penguins losing to the 
Hurricanes, the Islanders hopped Pittsburgh for the last wild-card spot in 
the East. 

“I liked our response when they scored,” Lambert said. “I thought we kept 
pushing forward.” 

Cizikas afterward talked of the players holding each other accountable 
and challenging each other over the last 48 hours, a message that, at 
least on Saturday, seemed to work. 

“We know what type of team we have in here,” Cizikas said. “And we 
know what we can do when we work as a group.” 

“Holding guys to a standard that we believe in,” Lee said, describing the 
conversations among players between Thursday and Saturday. “We 
believe in this group, we believe in one another and sticking with each 
other, having each other’s backs, demanding the best from the guy sitting 
next to you and yourself. It’s an accountability thing.” 

This was the gotta-have-it game of the homestand, and the real test will 
come in the four games the Islanders play over the next seven days. 

But they did win, and that was a necessary first step. 
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Ex-Islanders goalie Robin Lehner files for bankruptcy stemming from 
snake farm 

 

Dylan Svoboda 
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Ex-Islanders goaltender and current Golden Knight Robin Lehner filed for 
bankruptcy in late December, according to a report from SinBin.Vegas.  

Lehner and his wife, Donya, filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy with liabilities 
between $10 million and $50 million, a bankruptcy filing dated Dec. 30 in 
the District of Nevada states.  

The bankruptcy stems from an exotic snake farm the veteran goaltender 
purchased in 2017. That year, Lehner bought a $1.2 million collection of 
exotic snakes from a man named Ben Renick. A few months later, 
Renick was murdered by his wife and her ex-boyfriend.  

He made an initial $200,000 payment to Renick, but after his death, 
Lehner stopped making payments, KMIZ in St. Louis reported last 
January.  

The filing lists the Golden Knights, the NHL and Sure Sports Lending, the 
same company that is being sued by the U.S. Bankruptcy Trustee for its 
role in the Evander Kane bankruptcy, as interested parties.  

Lehner owns RL Exotics LLC, which operates an exotic reptile farm with 
three employees in Missouri. Lehner estimated the value of his assets at 
between $1 million and $10 million.  

The 31-year-old is currently on Vegas’ long-term injured reserve list while 
he recovers from hip surgery.  

Goalie 

Robin Lehner with the Islanders in 2019. 
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The Sweden native was selected by the Ottawa Senators in the second 
round of the 2009 draft. In addition to the Islanders and Senators, Lehner 
spent time with the Buffalo Sabres and Chicago Blackhawks before 
heading to the Golden Knights at the 2020 NHL trade deadline.  

Lehner has posted a 152–141–49 record with a .917 save percentage 
over 12 seasons. In 2020, Lehner signed a five-year, $25 million contract 
with the Golden Knights. 
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Ex-Islanders goaltender and current Golden Knight Robin Lehner filed for 
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Lehner and his wife, Donya, filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy with liabilities 
between $10 million and $50 million, a bankruptcy filing dated Dec. 30 in 
the District of Nevada states.  

The bankruptcy stems from an exotic snake farm the veteran goaltender 
purchased in 2017. That year, Lehner bought a $1.2 million collection of 
exotic snakes from a man named Ben Renick. A few months later, 
Renick was murdered by his wife and her ex-boyfriend.  

He made an initial $200,000 payment to Renick, but after his death, 
Lehner stopped making payments, KMIZ in St. Louis reported last 
January.  

The filing lists the Golden Knights, the NHL and Sure Sports Lending, the 
same company that is being sued by the U.S. Bankruptcy Trustee for its 
role in the Evander Kane bankruptcy, as interested parties.  

Lehner owns RL Exotics LLC, which operates an exotic reptile farm with 
three employees in Missouri. Lehner estimated the value of his assets at 
between $1 million and $10 million.  

The 31-year-old is currently on Vegas’ long-term injured reserve list while 
he recovers from hip surgery.  

Goalie 

Robin Lehner with the Islanders in 2019. 

The Sweden native was selected by the Ottawa Senators in the second 
round of the 2009 draft. In addition to the Islanders and Senators, Lehner 
spent time with the Buffalo Sabres and Chicago Blackhawks before 
heading to the Golden Knights at the 2020 NHL trade deadline.  

Lehner has posted a 152–141–49 record with a .917 save percentage 
over 12 seasons. In 2020, Lehner signed a five-year, $25 million contract 
with the Golden Knights. 
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Scott Mayfield offers ringing Islanders endorsement ahead of free agency 

 

Ethan Sears 

4-4 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

Scott Mayfield grew up in St. Louis and he can claim Denver as a second 
home after playing there in college. But Long Island, the place he’s 
played his entire NHL career and lives full-time, might end up being the 
place he puts down roots. 

Assuming, that is, he gets through free agency this summer with the 
intended outcome. 

“I love it here. My wife loves it here. We’ve kind of set up, we have a 
house now,” Mayfield told The Post ahead of Saturday’s match against 
the Canadiens. “We have friends outside of hockey. We love the 
community. We love what we’re able to do. We have season tIckets that 
we’re able to have military members at games. So we’ve definitely 
ingrained ourselves in the community.  

“I love the guys in the room, I love the ownership, I love the front office, 
coaching staff, they coach the way I like. It’s an ideal situation. We like it 
there a lot.” 

That amounts to an emphatic endorsement of staying put ahead of what 
will be Mayfield’s second chance at unrestricted free agency. The first 
never got as far as the summer, with Mayfield signing a five-year 
extension in January 2018 with an average annual value of $1.45 million.  

The 30-year-old is likely due for a raise, though exactly how much will 
depend on whether or not the salary cap stays flat over the summer. 
After NHL commissioner Gary Bettman sounded pessimistic about the 
possibility of the players paying off escrow on time for the cap to balloon 
this summer at December’s GM meetings, a flat cap is seen as the likely 
outcome. But with nothing confirmed as yet, it would be no surprise for 
much of the league to wait and make sure they don’t miss out on extra 
dollars by signing now. 

Still, Mayfield said he has not instructed his agent to wait on negotiating 
and does not have a prohibition on doing so during the season, as some 
players do. 

“I definitely haven’t said any of that to my agent,” Mayfield said. “If it’s 
something that comes up, it comes up, but at the same time, I think right 
now we’re worried about getting in the win column a little bit more.” 

The Islanders carried a four-game losing streak into Saturday’s game, 
hardly an ideal place to be as they find themselves fighting for the 
second wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference. Mayfield scored the 
lone goal for the Isles on Thursday’s 3-1 loss to Minnesota, skipping a 
puck off the ice to beat Filip Gustavsson from the point for a goal that, 
truth be told, NHL goaltenders should easily stop. 

Still, Mayfield’s fifth goal of the season tied his career-high. And though 
he and everyone else knows his value comes more on the defensive 
end, that is a good milestone to have just 43 games into a contract year. 

“It’s been a little bit different,” he admitted. “You don’t want to think about 
it. You just want to go out and play, you want to take care of business on 
that end. It’s definitely been a little bit different — anyone who says [free 
agency’s] not on their mind, it’s gotta be a little bit.  

“It’s just part of the game, but at the same time, all I can do is prove to 
people here that I belong. I just want to showcase my game and show 
what I can do. I’m not thinking about it in terms of worried about it at all. 
It’s all gonna work out, whatever happens.” 
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Lane Lambert to his Islanders: Get your shots on net! 

 

By Andrew Gross 
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Coach Lane Lambert challenged his players to put the puck on net with 
better accuracy. The players challenged each other to win after four 
straight losses. 

“There’s been conversations,” Anders Lee said after the Islanders’ 2-1 
win over the Canadiens on Saturday night at UBS Arena. “That stays 
with us in the room. But holding guys to a standard that we believe in. 
We believe in this group. We believe in one another. Sticking with each 
other, having each other’s backs and demanding the best from the guy 
sitting next to you and yourself. It’s an accountability thing and that’s 
what gives you successes, having guys that you trust.” 

Meanwhile, Lambert believes the Islanders’ recent scoring struggles — 
they have scored seven goals in five games — can be alleviated with 
better shooting accuracy. “When we get our Grade-A opportunities, we 
have to hit the net,” Lambert said. “It’s that simple. Part of that is because 
we’re squeezing our sticks. The guys know there’s been some goal-
scoring drought and they’re trying to be too fine. 

“If you miss the net, you can’t score,” Lambert said. “My dad told me that 
when I was 5 years old.” 

Isles files 

The Islanders celebrated Hall of Famer Mike Bossy’s legacy as part of 
their series of legends nights . . . There was a pregame tribute for 
Gerrin Hagen, 18, a hockey player from Long Beach who died on Friday 
after being struck by a car . . . The Islanders’ penalty kill was 2-for-2, 
allowing the Canadiens only two shots, and is 10-for-10 in the last four 
games . . . RW Kyle Palmieri and D Adam Pelech, both on injured 
reserve recovering from suspected head injuries, continued to practice 
with teammates during Saturday’s morning skate. There’s still no 
timetable for their return . . . LW Ross Johnston remained a healthy 
scratch. 
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Islanders hold on to beat Canadiens, end 4-game losing streak 
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The Islanders still aren’t scoring many goals, and this latest effort won’t 
squelch every doubt about their playoff viability. But at least they won this 
time. 

“We know what we can do when we work as a group,” said Casey 
Cizikas, who responded “bad” when asked how badly this win was 

needed. “That’s something we have to do for a complete game and I 
thought we did that. Even giving up that goal late, we didn’t fold.” 

The Islanders scored twice in the opening 6:03 and snapped a four-game 
losing streak with a 2-1 win over the struggling Canadiens on Saturday 
night at UBS Arena to improve to 1-1-1 on their five-game homestand. 

The Islanders (23-18-3) had scored only five total goals in their 0-3-1 
skid. The win allowed them to leapfrog the Penguins by one point for the 
second wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference. The Penguins have 
played two fewer games. 

“I thought the start was real 

ly good,” coach Lane Lambert said. “We came out and established 
territory. All night long we tried to generate shots and put shots to the 
net.” 

The Islanders outchanced the Canadiens, who blocked 27 shots, by 75-
46. 

But the win wouldn’t have happened if not for Ilya Sorokin. He again was 
stellar, making 22 saves in his 11th start in 12 games. 

“It’s extremely impressive,” Anders Lee said. “The way he sees the puck. 
How athletic he is. The way he can track the play. He’s extremely smart. 
It’s a treat for us every night.” 

Canadiens goalie Sam Montembeault, who made 36 saves, kept his 
team close long enough to make it uncomfortable for the Islanders. 

Nick Suzuki cut the Islanders’ lead to 2-1 at 9:56 of the third period with a 
backhander at the crease. But the Islanders kept their poise, even with 
Montembeault pulled for an extra skater. 

“A lot of composure,” defenseman Noah Dobson said. “A lot of calmness 
out there. We’ve been in those situations before. We’ve just got to stick 
together. We know our structure. We were hard on the puck. It was good 
for us to show that at the end of the game.” 

Lambert said before the game that the Islanders had to put more pucks 
on the net to snap out of their scoring drought. The two goals bore out 
Lambert’s directive. 

Dobson, from the right point, sent a puck toward the crease that Cizikas 
tipped in at 2:25. Anthony Beauvillier, who grew up in the Montreal 
suburb of Sorel-Tracy, Quebec, made it 2-0 at 6:03 of the first period with 
his first goal in nine games. Again, defenseman Scott Mayfield got the 
puck toward the net from the blue line and Beauvillier was in position to 
Montembeault’s left to clean up the rebound. 

He acknowledged scoring against his hometown team is always special. 

“Definitely,” Beauvillier said. “My friends are going to hear about it a little 
bit.” 

The Canadiens (17-23-3), in last place in the Atlantic Division and mired 
in a 2-8-1 skid, played the last two periods with 10 forwards after Jake 
Evans exited. Coach Martin St. Louis had opted to dress 11 forwards and 
seven defensemen. 

The game was defenseman Alexander Romanov’s first against his 
former teammates since the Islanders acquired him for the 13th overall 
pick on July 7. But the defenseman was sentimental only about winning. 

“It’s special for me only because we’ve lost four in a row and we should 
win today,” said Romanov, 23, who spent two seasons with the 
Canadiens. “I play just for the Islanders, for my team and for my partners 
right now.” 
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Defenseman Alexander Romanov focused on breaking Islanders' skid 
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Alexander Romanov is sentimental about winning. 

So his first game against the Canadiens since they shipped him to the 
Islanders in a draft-day trade meant nothing more to the defenseman 
than a chance to snap a four-game losing streak. 

“It’s special for me only because we’ve lost four in a row and we should 
win today,” Romanov said. “That’s why it’s special for me. I play just for 
the Islanders, for my team and for my partners right now. I don’t think it’s 
something special for me. We just want to win every single game, every 
single moment and try to play our best.” 

The Islanders faced the Canadiens on Saturday night at UBS Arena as 
they continued a five-game homestand that started with a 2-1 shootout 
loss to the Stars and a 3-1 loss to the Wild. The Islanders carried an 0-3-
1 skid into Saturday’s game. 

Romanov, who turned 23 on Jan. 6, spent his first two NHL seasons with 
the Canadiens after two seasons playing for his hometown CSKA 
Moscow in the KHL. The Islanders acquired Romanov for the 13th overall 
pick on July 7. 

The Islanders will make their lone trip to Montreal on Feb. 11. 

“Really good memories,” said Romanov, a rookie in 2021 when the 
Canadiens lost to the Lightning in five games in the Stanley Cup Final. 
“Good players around me and they always support me. A lot of respect to 
them.” 

Islanders president/general manager Lou Lamoriello acquired Romanov 
for his skating skills and for his ability to deliver heavy body checks. 

Romanov also came to the Islanders with the stated goal of improving his 
offensive game. He said on Saturday that’s still the case, even though his 
secondary assist on the Islanders’ lone goal against the Wild on 
Thursday night gave him a career-high 14 points (one goal, 13 assists). 

“Not so good,” Romanov said when asked to assess his play. “We have a 
four-game stretch of losses. Every time you should improve your game, it 
doesn’t matter the results. I want to improve my game every single day. 
Offensively I could be much better. I try to play defensively strong and 
solid. At the same time, I try to play an offensive game, too. The 
defensive game, I’ve played much better.” 

But Romanov did enter Saturday’s game with one goal and five assists in 
his previous 10 games. 

“He’s been good,” current defense partner Scott Mayfield said. “He uses 
his body. He’s physical. He’s a good skater. He moves up the ice well. 
He’s chipped in offensively the last little bit. It’s good to see. He’s kind of 
grown into our system a little bit more, grown more comfortable with the 
guys in here. It can be hard when you come to a veteran team — we’ve 
all played together quite a bit — getting into that groove, and I think he’s 
found it now. 

“We all love him in here. He’s always happy, always smiling. He comes 
with a good attitude and works hard.” 

One reason for Romanov’s comfort level with the Islanders is his two 
Russian teammates, goalies Ilya Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov. 

Romanov and Sorokin have adjoining lockers at the Islanders’ practice 
facility in East Meadow. Both have taught themselves to speak English, 
but their native language makes for quicker communication on the ice. 

“You always feel like behind you [is a wall],” Romanov said. “I always 
trust them. But I try to block every single thing for them, too. We have 
good communication and we discuss moments. It’s easier for us to speak 
Russian, of course.” 
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Lou Lamoriello needs to find scoring help for Islanders 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

January 14, 2023 7:01 pm6-7 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

It’s less than two months to the NHL trade deadline on March 3 and, 
more and more, it’s looking like the Islanders need an infusion of scoring 
help to bolster their playoff chances. 

Which means the speculation on what Islanders president/GM Lou 
Lamoriello will or will not do will increase exponentially as the deadline 
nears. 

That’s outside of the Islanders’ room. 

Inside, the players have been through this before. 

“It’s on us in here,” defenseman Ryan Pulock said. “We have a group in 
here that’s good enough when we’re all doing our job to have success. 
So whether it comes to that or not, that is what it is. We’re not sitting here 
looking for help. It’s in this room to find it. We’re capable of it and we’ve 
got to go out there and do it.” 

The Islanders entered Saturday’s match against the Canadiens at UBS 
Arena on an 0-3-1 skid and had scored just five goals in that span. 

Right wing Kyle Palmieri, a key trade acquisition from the Devils in 2021 
as the Islanders made their second of two straight runs to the NHL 
semifinals, is expected back in the lineup eventually. Palmieri has been 
out since Dec. 16 and that game in Arizona represented his first game 
back in the lineup after missing the 10 prior to that. This absence is 
suspected to be a head injury. The first one might have been, too. 

Even when Palmieri, who has six goals and three assists in 21 games, 
returns, the Islanders likely still need more scoring oomph among their 
wings. 

Anthony Beauvillier had eight goals and eight assists in his first 40 
games. Josh Bailey had six goals and 11 assists in his first 39. Neither 
have been consistent enough to move the needle five-on-five or on the 
power play. 

Oliver Wahlstrom (injured reserve/lower body) had seven goals and nine 
assists in 35 games but is now out indefinitely and it seems there’s a 
chance he’ll miss the rest of the season. 

So, yes, yes, yes, Lamoriello is under pressure to make a move. 

There are some intriguing targets, depending on how much Lamoriello 
wants to spend. 

Chicago’s Patrick Kane and the Canucks’ Bo Horvat and, possibly, the 
Sharks’ Timo Meier are expected to be among the big-ticket items. The 
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Panthers’ Anthony Duclair and the Flyers’ James van Riemsdyk might be 
among the more affordable options. 

Lamoriello has shown remarkable trust in continually keeping the 
Islanders’ core players together. But the Islanders missed the playoffs 
last season and Lamoriello can’t afford another miss this season. 

The countdown to the trade deadline will be interesting. 

“We’re worried about the game tonight,” coach Lane Lambert said on 
Saturday. “That’s a long ways off. We focus on one game at a time. The 
rest of that stuff takes care of itself.” 

NHL All-Star fan voting closes at 11:59 p.m. on Tuesday as the final 
three spots on each of the four divisional squads will be announced on 
Thursday. Brock Nelson was selected to the Metropolitan Division squad 
by the NHL Hockey Operations Department, which also picked Rangers 
goalie Igor Shesterkin. 

It would make a fun story if Shesterkin’s former Russian national 
teammate and close friend, Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin, was voted onto 
the team. Sorokin has put up All-Star worthy statistics entering Saturday, 
with a 14-14-2 mark, a 2.29 goals-against average, a .926 save 
percentage and three shutouts. 

But Sorokin is not spending a minute worrying whether he’ll be an All-
Star for the first time. 

“No, no, no,” Sorokin said. “I don’t think about it.” 

From the pod 

Defenseman Noah Dobson, who turned 23 on Jan. 7, has again elevated 
his game in his fourth NHL season as he’s visibly more confident with the 
puck on his stick, particularly in the offensive zone. He entered Saturday 
with 10 goals and 15 assists in 43 games, giving him a chance to better 
the career highs he set last season of 13 goals and 38 assists in 80 
games. 

But his defense is improving as well. Per MoneyPuck.com, Dobson 
entered Saturday third on the team with an on-ice expected goals 
differential of 10.4. Last season, Dobson finished eighth at minus-0.8. 

“If I looked at where my defensive game a year ago to now, it’s gotten a 
lot better,” Dobson said. “It’s hard as a young defenseman in the league, 
an offensive-minded guy. You’ve got to learn how to defend in the 
league, the players are so good. It takes time with defensemen. Now I 
think I’m close to a 200-foot game. I’ve kind of got a feel of how I need to 
defend to have success. Overall, I don’t just see myself as an offensive 
guy. I want to be a two-way guy who can be trusted in all situations.” 

Halfway home 

The Islanders reached the season’s midpoint last week at 22-17-2 record 
as they try to return to the playoffs. Here’s where they were at the 41-
game mark the first four seasons under president/general manager Lou 
Lamoriello and how they ultimately fared: 
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Islanders finally reward ‘best goalie in the league’ Ilya Sorokin with a win 

 

Kevin Kurz 

6-8 minutes 1/15/2023 

 

ELMONT, N.Y. — It’s been a little more than a week since the NHL 
revealed one All-Star selection from each of the 32 teams. Brock Nelson 
was the Islanders’ choice, and he’s a fine pick, in the midst of a career 
year and tied for the team lead in goals with 15. 

But with all due respect to Brock Nelson, the Islanders’ MVP through the 
first half of the season is not Brock Nelson. It’s the man between the 
pipes, Ilya Sorokin, who captain Anders Lee proclaimed after Saturday’s 
2-1 win over Montreal at UBS Arena is “the best goalie in the league.” 

And while Lee is probably a bit biased, he’s also probably not wrong. It’s 
difficult to imagine where the Islanders would be right now without the 27-
year-old Russian native, who has been the victim of some tough luck in 
recent weeks when it comes to his record due to the team in front of him 
failing to do much of anything offensively on too many nights, but has not 
let it affect his play. 

Sorokin started for the 11th time in 12 games against the Canadiens, as 
coach Lane Lambert has probably come to realize that without him the 
Islanders are an average-at-best group, particularly right now with some 
key pieces like Adam Pelech, Kyle Palmieri and Oliver Wahlstrom out. 

Although Sorokin wasn’t tested as much against Montreal as he has 
been by some other opponents, he still had to be on his game. The 
Islanders got out to a quick 2-0 lead on goals by Casey Cizikas at 2:25 
and Anthony Beauvillier at 6:03, but that was all they would muster 
against a Montreal team that entered the game with the league’s fourth-
worst goals-against average (3.79). 

“He’s been phenomenal all year, night in and night out,” Lee said. “He’s 
calm in there, he’s got the poise. And he gives us a chance every night. 
He deserved a W tonight.” 

The rest of the team is still scuffling to score even with a better 
performance on Saturday (albeit against the last-place Canadiens). In 
fact, in Sorokin’s last 11 starts, the Islanders have managed just 25 total 
goals. In eight of the 11 games, they’ve scored two or fewer, including in 
a 1-0 shootout loss in Colorado on Dec. 19, Sorokin’s most recent 
shutout. 

So while Sorokin has managed a .939 save percentage and 1.81 goals-
against average over that span, he’s still suffered more losses than wins, 
posting a 5-4-2 mark. 

To the Islanders’ credit, they were much better Saturday than they were 
for most of their last six games, in which they posted just a 1-4-1 mark. 
They dominated the first 10 minutes of the first period and could have 
had a few more than just the two they got in the opening frame. 

There was a lull in the second, including a stretch in which they took a 
pair of minor penalties and didn’t register any shots on goal for 8 1/2 
minutes. But even after the Canadiens finally got on the board at 9:56 of 
the third on a Nick Suzuki goal, the Islanders kept their composure and 
had a few more prime scoring chances — including by Hudson Fasching 
with 3:40 to go and Nelson with 2:11 remaining. They outshot Montreal 
10-5 in the third period. 

While the final result was probably a little closer than they would have 
liked considering the way they came out of the gate, they still deserved to 
win. They are now 1-1-1 on their season-long five-game homestand, and 
are also back in the second wild-card spot, too. 

“I thought we did a lot of good things away from the puck,” Cizikas said. 
“We were quick on the forecheck, we were heavy on bodies. We were 
taking care of the puck in the places that we need to. We were playing 
good (in the defensive zone); that led to having chances offensively.” 

Said Lambert: “I thought really all night long we tried to generate shots 
and put shots to the net and we created quite a few opportunities from 
that standpoint. I did like our response when they scored. I thought we 
kept pushing forward. Full marks to our guys for the win.” 

The Islanders finished with 38 shots on goal, their highest total since they 
put up 42 in a 5-1 win over the Penguins on Dec. 27. In their previous six 
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games they were averaging just 23.8 shots per game, the lowest mark in 
the league over that span. 

Earlier Saturday, Ryan Pulock spoke about what the Islanders needed to 
do to generate more shots on goal than they had been lately. 

“We’ve got to dump in pucks that we can have the ability to forecheck 
on,” he said. “And then when we’re getting pucks back, we’ve got to find 
(a) way to get pucks on net. … (In) some games their goalies get to the 
puck and it’s easier for them to break out. It’s a lot of little things, but I 
think it really is taking steps from just forechecking and using our offense 
that way.” 

The Islanders had also been passing up shots, according to Lambert. 

“When we get our Grade A opportunities, we have to hit the net. It’s that 
simple,” he said before the Canadiens game. “I would say probably we’ve 
missed the net on 40 percent of our chances in the last little while. Part of 
that is because we’re squeezing our sticks. They’re trying. The guys 
know there’s been some goal-scoring drought, or whatever. And they’re 
trying to be too fine. But we just have to get back to getting pucks on net 
and getting traffic.” 

The Islanders’ two goals Saturday came on Cizikas deflecting a floater 
from Noah Dobson and then Beauvillier crashing the net and cleaning up 
a juicy rebound that was generated from a soft shot through traffic by 
Scott Mayfield. They’ll need more of those types of goals if they are ever 
going to get on a roll. 

“When we can get the puck deep and use our forecheck it’s one of the 
things that we can do really well and create offense from that,” Lee said. 
“Because of that, we were able to get some zone time and bring the puck 
to the net.” 

Said Beauvillier: “It comes with having a good forecheck and 
(defensemen) bringing pucks to the net, and us crashing to the net. Two 
goals like that ended up winning us a game.” 

So, too, did the performance of their goaltender, who likely will remain in 
net Monday when the Washington Capitals, one of the teams the 
Islanders are chasing in the Metropolitan Division, make a visit to Long 
Island. 

“He’s been standing on his head for us,” Cizikas said, “and playing 
unbelievable.” 
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New York Islanders are No. 27 in 2023 NHL prospect pool rankings 

 

Scott Wheeler 

17-22 minutes 1/14/2023 

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2023 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on nearly 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 9 to Feb. 8. 

The Islanders’ pool hasn’t lost (by promotion, trade or age) almost 
anyone from its No. 31-ranked pool a year ago. That would normally 
bode well for improving the group. But they also didn’t have a first-round 
pick in the 2022 draft, which meant that the additions to their group were 
more modest than you’d maybe hope for out of a lower-ranked pool. 

The good news is that all five of the 2022 picks they did have made this 
list and get B or C grades as OK-to-solid prospects, which has helped to 
strengthen the depth of the pool on the whole. 

The bad news is that they still don’t have one of the league’s true top 
prospects (their best prospect is more of an A-minus level prospect than 
an A-level one, and certainly isn’t anywhere near the real A-plus types) 
and most of the dozen or so prospects of consequence that they do 
have, project more as depth pieces than impact types. And while they 
have a handful of interesting prospects at both forward and on defence, 
they don’t likely have anything coming in net, with neither of Tristan 
Lennox nor Jakub Skarek making this top-15. 

2022 prospect pool rank: No. 31 (change: +4) 

1. Aatu Raty, C, 20 (Bridgeport Islanders) 

After an excellent post-draft season got Raty’s to-that-point up-and-down 
career back on track, he has been effective without being a star in his 
jump to the AHL. Considering his age, that’s a good place to start. When 
he plays intentionally, keeps his feet moving, and stays between the dots 
to play a give-and-go game that drives downhill, he’s an impressive 
player. His skating has progressed nicely, to the point where he can put 
pro defenders on their heels and consistently enter the zone with control 
in the middle third. When the north-south game isn’t there, he has begun 
to see the ice and make players through layers with more regularity. 
Confidence has always played a big role in his play and as he gets more 
comfortable at the AHL level I expect him to grab hold of it and progress 
to a career as a top-nine NHL forward. He may not become a star, but 
he’s got pro tools (including size, quick hands, and a decently hard 
though at times overrated shot). Slowly but surely he has learned to hang 
onto the puck when necessary and play quick when required. He’s not 
smart enough to drive a line by himself or make plays when he’s less 
involved, so linemates will play a factor in his success, but on the whole, 
and with the right development, I believe he’ll provide value as a No. 52 
pick. 

2. William Dufour, RW, 20 (Bridgeport Islanders) 

After a miracle season changed his outlook and led him to a Memorial 
Cup MVP and a World Juniors gold medal, Dufour has begun to really 
settle in nicely as an AHL power forward and scoring threat. His 
heaviness has less of an impact against pros than it did in juniors, which 
has required him to up his pace, but he has done that nicely and worked 
really hard to get his fitness and skating to where they needed to be. 
He’s never going to be the quickest through his first three strides but he 
looks a lot lighter and more fleet of foot out there than he used to, which 
has allowed him to win more races and take pucks to scoring areas for 
his shot. He has also slowly become shiftier with control of the puck in 
the last two seasons. His shot (wrister and one-timer) and strength (he 
can really push through contact and knock guys over when he sets his 
mind to it) remain his best attributes though. When he loads up, that shot 
of his comes off hard. And despite losing some of the size advantage, 
he’s still able to hold his space in the offensive zone, work of the wall, 
and use his body to gain positioning at the front of the net. I think there’s 
some underrated soft skill there too. He has a presence about him that 
makes him a factor on and off the puck when he’s on the ice and I expect 
him to become a solid complementary scoring depth winger in the NHL. 

3. Calle Odelius, LHD, 18 (Djurgardens IF) 

Odelius is a steadying, calculating two-way defenceman who plays a 
head-on-a-swivel game built upon snuffing plays out defensively and 
advancing play back the other direction. He’s not a dynamic on-puck 
carrier or creator in the offensive zone, but he walks the line really well 
and he’s prolific at moving the puck from A to B either with precision first 
passes or comfortable north-south carrying. He’s also got a strong, 
strong athletic foundation and a balanced skating posture (he’s a very 
impressive backwards skater on his heels) that allows him to manage the 
rush, quickly move from accepting a pass into sending one while on the 
heels of his skates, and leverage his strong frame to its fullest in 
engagements. He doesn’t project as a top-end player but his game’s 
impressive control and efficiency could well make him an everyday NHL 
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defenceman. His production in the second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan this 
year doesn’t leap off of the page, but he’s a strong two-way defenceman 
who has driven results as a teenager and been relied upon on a team 
that is pushing for promotion back into the SHL. 

I’d like to see him attack off of the line a little more, because he’s actually 
quite comfortable doing so: 

Unfortunately, he wasn’t at his best in the bigger games at the world 
juniors and a couple of mistakes pushed him down to the No. 7. He’s 
eligible to return next year on home soil, though. 

4. Samuel Bolduc, LHD, 22 (Bridgeport Islanders) 

After an impressive rookie pro season in the AHL and an OK follow-up 
last season, Bolduc has taken a big step forward in role and confidence 
this year, becoming one of the better young defensemen in the AHL. 
He’s a 6-foot-4 defenseman with decent four-way mobility (he’s better 
going forward and backward than he is through his footwork and pivots), 
a good stick defensively (which is important considering he’s not a super 
physical player), and a hard point shot (either through a wrister that 
snaps through traffic low or a heavy, but not overwhelmingly so, old-
school slapshot). He’s a reliable, capable two-way defender at the AHL 
level now. He probably tops out as a No. 5-7 defenceman long term, and 
there are some limitations to his game in both ends, but he has grown 
more comfortable with the puck and at the pro pace, and better decisions 
in all three zones have followed to catch up to his toolsy makeup. 

5. Ruslan Iskhakov, C/W, 22 (Bridgeport Islanders) 

Iskhakov is in the midst of his third strong rookie season in a third 
different pro level this year. After producing at the top of a lineup in the 
Finnish Liiga and then the German DEL, he got off to a great start in the 
AHL (though he has cooled off some since). He’s got deft stick skills, a 
craftiness about him that helps him make plays standing still or moving, 
an airy and agile stride that allows him to change pace and direction with 
ease, and a knack for taking advantage of what’s given to him (including 
on steals and interceptions). He’s undersized and I’m not convinced he’s 
so talented that he’s guaranteed to go from tweener to full-time NHLer, 
but I love the way he uses time and space to manipulate coverage and 
bait defenders, and he just keeps performing. 

I’ve been particularly impressed this year by how he has supported and 
anticipated play. Great shot here, but it’s his positioning and commitment 
to the structure before the goal that stands out to me: 

6. Simon Holmstrom, LW/RW, 21 (Bridgeport Islanders/New York 
Islanders) 

Holmstrom’s transition to North American ice, and the AHL, was a bit of a 
slow burn. But he also made the move years earlier than most kids do, 
and he has eventually found his niche (there was also a pandemic in the 
middle of it and he underwent a late growth spurt which required him to 
change his game a little). He has shown the ability to adjust to coverage, 
take what’s given, and problem-solve through or away from traffic with 
his skill and smarts. His ability to anticipate the play, particularly as a 
passer but also in the routes he takes, is becoming more evident. He still 
gets caught on the perimeter and chops through his stride a little too 
much, and he probably tops out as the tweener he now is as a result. 
That’s never an ideal outcome out of a first-round pick, but it’s not as 
though he has bottomed out either. The 6-foot-2 frame he has filled out 
gives him a bit of a different look than the 5-foot-11ish one he played with 
coming up. It has also likely helped him make the jump I wasn’t sure he’d 
make earlier. 

7. Quinn Finley, LW, 18 (Madison Capitals) 

I didn’t love the decision to take Finley in the third round last year, but he 
was also an August birthday with a slight frame who was well-liked by 
most scouts, so it wasn’t a surprising decision. There were clear 
attributes to like and clear room for growth there. This season, in his 
return to the USHL in advance of joining the University of Wisconsin (a 
program that I also have some concerns about these days) next fall as a 
19-year-old, Finley has been a top player on the worst team in the 

league, playing above a point per game and impressing on USA’s gold 
medal-winning team at the World Jr. A Challenge (where he posted six 
points in as many games). He’s a left-shot winger with above-average 
skill who processes the game at an advanced level and makes his plays 
without overstepping his boundaries (harder than you might think when 
your team is terrible). 

8. Matthew Maggio, RW, 20 (Windsor Spitfires) 

One of the best players — and the captain — on one of the OHL’s best 
teams this year, the 20-year-old Maggio is one of major junior’s more 
dominant players for a second straight year. He’s a strong kid who has 
really good puck skill around the offensive zone and the net, and a hard 
shot that allows him to play to his areas, take space, and drive play to the 
inside at the junior level. I’m not fully convinced he has all of what it takes 
to be an NHL player, but he came up in my pre-draft survey last year for 
his skill level and he’s got nothing left to prove at the junior level. 

9. Alex Jefferies, LW/RW, 21 (Merrimack College) 

The Warriors’ leading scorer in his junior year this season, Jefferies is a 
late-blooming hockey player but an advanced athlete who plays with 
pace and skill. He’s got a quick, NHL release (he has actually been 
snakebitten this year as a scorer, and is owed better than his sub-10 
percent shooting percentage), good feel with the puck inside the 
offensive zone, and solid understanding of how to use spacing to his 
advantage. He’s a lot of fun to watch in college right now. I’m not certain 
it will translate as far as the NHL, but he creates a lot of looks for himself 
and his teammates, every night. 

10. Isaiah George, LHD, 18 (London Knights) 

There may not be a team in junior hockey that uses its players based on 
their age and experience more (or less) than the Knights. Rookies have 
to earn it and often don’t play as much as their talent should warrant. 
Veterans play a lot, especially veteran defencemen. And George feels 
like he’s got all of the tools he needs to develop quickly and really take 
off and run with the ice time that will inevitably come for him in his 19-
year-old season. But for now, on a deep Knights blue line, he’s still not 
playing in the usage or minutes that will encourage him to fully play the 
game the way he’s capable of playing it. 

When comfort turned into confidence and then ambition last season, 
George started to really take charge of shifts on both sides of the puck. 
Defensively, he’s a strong, sturdy, mobile presence back there. 
Offensively, he can carry the puck off the line and transition it. There are 
times when he can look a little out of sorts/late on reads inside the 
defensive zone, but there’s a lot to like about the tools and the way he 
started to use them as the year progressed. But those tools haven’t taken 
steps forward this year and it still feels like his game is being muted a 
little by the role he’s expected to play. If he can put it all together, I won’t 
be surprised if he someday becomes a useful depth defenceman. 

11. Alexander Ljungkrantz, LW, 20 (Brynäs IF) 

When you draft a forward for their work ethic, and their defensive 
awareness at lower levels, and not for their ability to create at those 
lower levels, you better hope that their defensive game is far enough 
ahead of their peers to justify it (especially if you draft that player in the 
third round). He has become an everyday player at a young age in an 
excellent pro league in the SHL (as I write this he sits sixth on a young 
Brynäs team in scoring). He has progressed as you’d hope for a player 
cast in his mould. I like the way Ljungkrantz plays the game as much as 
the next guy. He’s probably worth signing, if you think you can develop 
him into a fourth-line winger in the NHL. But I’m not sure he’ll get past an 
effective AHLer if he comes over. 

12. Eetu Liukas, LW, 20 (HPK) 

Liukas is a good player on a below-average team in an OK pro league, 
but he has made steady progress over the last two seasons within that 
league after finding an utterly dominant level (surprisingly so, to me) in 
the junior ranks. He was an honorable mention for my final top-100 
ahead of the draft, the Islanders selected him with the 157th pick in the 
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fifth round, and he has at the very least lived up to his draft slot. He has 
always been a big kid who is strong over pucks and has made plays as a 
spot-up shooter or passer. He loves to use his one-timer from the right 
wing on the power play and can dust off pucks into a dangerous wrister 
(particularly for its accuracy), too. But I’ve been increasingly impressed 
by his ability to manufacture offense in motion, which has given him 
another dimension and could, if it continues to progress, give him more 
NHL aspirations. He has also turned it on physically to take advantage of 
his 6-foot-2, 200-plus pound frame, likely in order to give him greater 
odds at becoming a bottom-six checker. He’s never going to be a burner 
but with his length, strength and shot, I always wanted to see him play 
with the puck on his stick a little more. Slowly, he has learned to. He’s 
worth keeping an eye on, at minimum. 

13. Daylan Kuefler, LW, 20 (Kamloops Blazers) 

A top player on a loaded Blazers team, Kuefler doesn’t look out of place 
on a Memorial Cup-hosting roster that counts half a dozen drafted 
forwards and another who soon will be. Drafted in the sixth round as an 
overager after a strong playoff run with the Blazers last year saw him 
score the second-most goals on the team, Kuefler is an athletic, pro-built 
winger 6-foot-2 winger who plays an honest, direct, physical and 
intentional game that blends decent individual tools with plus-strength 
and a wrist shot that rattles off his blade. I’m not sure he’s got the soft 
skill or processing to go from projectable AHL power forward to 
projectable NHL depth forward, but his shot, work ethic, and physical 
maturity might be malleable enough to get him there. 

14. Aleksi Malinen, LHD, 19 (JYP) 

Malinen’s another kid who was one of my pre-draft honorable mentions 
and has played well since without shattering expectations. His challenge 
is that while he’s an effective defender and can competently move the 
puck, his game lacks dimension offensively, he’s average-sized, and his 
play defensively grades out highly against his peers — and has allowed 
him to become a full-time pro at an early age — but loses some of its 
projectability trying to envision it in the NHL. He does have the skating 
and processing pieces already in play though. He’s got a smooth, 
balanced stride that keeps him in plays in transition down ice and well-
positioned against the rush back the other way. He’s also a heady player 
with the puck on his stick who does a good job identifying lanes and 
hitting them with well-timed passes. Thanks to a late-May birthday, he’s 
also got the benefit of time to develop in other areas and find his third-
pairing ceiling. But whenever I’ve hoped to see more than just simplicity 
from his game offensively, he has let me down (including most recently at 
the world juniors, where he was sound defensively but struggled moving 
pucks out of his own zone against stiffer competition). 

15. Matias Rajaniemi, LHD, 20 (SaiPa) 

Rajaniemi was, despite being one of the youngest players in the 2020 
draft, one of those kids who advanced to the pro ranks early because of 
his advanced size (6-foot-4, 225 pounds now) and has an unusual 
amount of experience given his age. The byproduct of moving up levels 
that quickly, and that early, is often the plateauing of a player’s game 
though because they didn’t get to develop their skill level and confidence 
at one level before they moved on to the next. Now he’s stuck as a depth 
defenceman in Liiga, and his tools with the puck haven’t caught up to his 
heavyset game defensively. He has played regularly for the Finnish 
national team, he plays hard, he gets into lanes, and he makes the first 
smart play he sees with consistency. I’ve also seen him join the rush and 
look to make plays like this cross-ice pass. But his short stride extensions 
aren’t ideal considering how big he is and his game with the puck is 
mostly vanilla and his calling card when (or if) he eventually comes over 
to give the AHL a run will be as a reliable, no-fuss type who can play off 
of his partners. I doubt that’s enough, but he might provide some 
organizational depth. 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 

player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 
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Islanders Locker Room: 'Guys Were Challenged' in Win Over Canadiens  
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The New York Islanders could have been staring a five-game losing skid 
in the face with just one game left on a five-game homestand. Despite a 
contest against a struggling Montreal Canadiens team, the way the 
Islanders were playing left no guarantees of coming out on top. 

Although the Islanders weren’t at their best against the Canadiens, they 
jumped on Montreal early with two quick goals and came away with the 
slim 2-1 win. 

Given where the Islanders are in the tough Metropolitan Division, a win is 
a win, and now the Islanders are back in the playoff picture. 

After the game, the conversation in the locker room was about players 
holding one another accountable, challenging each other in the process. 

“I think between your last two games with Dallas and Minnesota, we did 
play some good hockey, and for us to come out here tonight and respond 
the way we did just shows the character in this room,” goal scorer Casey 
Cizikas said. “Guys were challenged, and we did well.” 

As for what he meant by that: “[Challenged] by each other. We know 
what type of team we have in here, and we know what we can do when 
we work as a group. And that’s something we have to do for a complete 
game, and I thought we did that.” 

“We didn’t fold. We kept putting our nose to the grind and doing what we 
had to to get the win.” 

Islanders captain Anders Lee spoke about accountability: 

“There’s been conversations. That stays with us in the room,” Lee said. 
“But holding guys to a standard that we believe in. We believe in this 
group. We believe in one another. And sticking with each other, having 
each other’s backs, and demanding the best from the guy sitting next to 
you and yourself…It’s an accountability thing. And that’s what gives you 
success.” 

Head coach Lane Lambert gave all the credit to his players: 

“I mean, players take ownership,” Islanders head coach Lane Lambert 
said. “They have to, and they did a really good job of having that 
commitment, and I thought our leadership’s done a good job, and it was 
huge to get the win.” 
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Beauvillier Scores, Islanders Snap Skid in 2-1 Defeat of Canadiens  
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ELMONT, NY– The New York Islanders snapped their four-game skid 
with a 2-1 win over the Montreal Canadiens on Saturday night. Offense 
remained an issue, but netminder Ilya Sorokin stood tall to hold down the 
fort in the third period. 

The Islanders are now 23-18-3 on the season and are back in a playoff 
spot–second wild-card position. 

GOALS: 

Casey Cizikas gave the New York Islanders a 1-0 lead at 2:25 of the first 
period as he deflected a Noah Dobson point shot for his fourth of the 
season. Dobson and Cal Clutterbuck were credited with the assists. 

Anthony Beauvillier extended the Islanders lead to 2-0 at 6:03 of the first 
period as he buried a rebound for his ninth of the season. Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau and Scott Mayfield were credited with the assists. 

Nick Suzuki got the Canadiens on the board at 9:56 of the third period as 
he cut to the low slot and tapped one home on the backhand for his 16th 
of the season. Jonathan Drouin was credited with the lone assist. 

Islanders Hit the Net 

The New York Islanders struggled to hit the net on their four-game slide. 
They missed the net 44 times on 161 attempts heading into Saturday 
night’s contest. 

“If you’re missing the net, you can’t score. My dad told me that when I 
was five years old,” Islanders head coach Lane Lambert said Saturday 
morning. 

And that the Islanders did against the Canadiens as they recorded 10 
missed shots on the night. 

“You gotta give a lot of credit to the defense tonight,” Casey Cizikas said. 
“They did a really good job of getting pucks through.” 

Islanders head coach Lane Lambert weighed in: 

“We need to get pucks to the net, and we have to get pucks on net in 
order to have opportunities,” Lambert said. “You create second 
opportunities if it doesn’t go in the first time. So you know, but it’s not 
always easy. And I thought our defense did a really good job as well of 
putting the puck in behind their net and continuing to maintain an 
offensive zone play.” 

New York Islanders forward Anthony Beauvillier has struggled mightily 
this season. He entered Saturday night’s contest against his hometown 
Montreal Canadiens riding an eight-game goal drought with just two over 
his last 12 games. 

Head coach Lane Lambert elected to switch up his lines, dropping 
Beauvillier to Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s wing alongside Hudson Fasching. 

Pageau and Fasching had been a dangerous duo as of late, so it was a 
major opportunity for Beauvillier to pot a goal. 

And that he did, as he gave the Islanders a 2-0 lead in the first period. 

“You never really want to kick a monkey off your back,” Beauvillier said. 
“Never want to have one on your back, but it happens, and yeah, it 
definitely feels good to get on the scoresheet here.” 

Beauvillier ended his night with a goal on four shots and four hits in 15:31 
TOI. 

Sorokin Commits Robbery, Stands Tall 

New York Islanders goaltender Ilya Sorokin has been on top of his game 
as of late but has not been given offensive support. The Islanders got out 
to an early 2-0 lead, and Sorokin did what he does best–stop pucks. 

He stopped 22 of 23 on the night with a few highlight-reel saves like his 
save on Montreal Canadiens forward Kirby Dach: 

“He’s a treat for us every night. You know, we’re mid-game, so you 
appreciate it a little bit even more after when you see some of the saves 
and how quickly they were and all that stuff […] He gives us a chance 
every night,” Islanders captain Anders Lee said. 

He continues to be a lifesaver for the Islanders. 

UP NEXT: The New York Islanders host the Washington Capitals 
Monday at 7:30 PM at UBS Arena. 
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Islanders & Their Offensive Woes, Here's What Lambert Said  
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Offense is a vital part of winning hockey games. And right now, the New 
York Islanders have struggled to provide much of any, with just five goals 
over their last four games. The Islanders have 95 shots over that span, 
and have outshot their opponents in two of the four games. 

Out of the 95 shots, the New York Islanders only recorded 21 high-
danger chances, per NaturalStatrick.com: 

0 high-danger shots on 22 shots vs. Edmonton Oilers (4-2 loss) 

5 high-danger shots on 25 shots vs. Calgary Flames (4-1 loss) 

12 high-danger shots on 28 shots vs. Dallas Stars (2-1 shootout loss) 

3 high-danger shots on 20 shots vs. Minnesota Wild (3-1 loss) 

Since Jan. 1 (1-4-1 record), the Islanders have 23.8 shots on goal per 
game, which is the lowest in the NHL over that span. 

Following Saturday’s morning skate, Islanders head coach Lane Lambert 
was asked about the offensive woes and if it was as simple as just 
getting shots on net. 

“In order to create more offense, I think the biggest thing is we want to 
play a North game. We want to get in. We want to establish our 
forecheck. We can say all that, and we [can] do that,” Islanders head 
coach Lane Lambert said. “When we get our Grade-A opportunities, we 
have to hit the net. It’s that simple. I would say we probably missed on 40 
percent of our chances in the last little while.” 

They have missed the net 44 times over their last four games, with 22 
attempts blocked. So that’s 44 attempts missed on 161 total attempts. 

“Part of that is because we’re squeezing our sticks. You’re trying. The 
guys know that there’s been some goalscoring droughts or whatever. 
And they’re trying to be too fine, but we just have to get back to getting 
pucks on that and getting traffic.” 

“If you’re missing the net, you can’t score. My dad told me that when I 
was five years old.” 

The Islanders All-Star Brock Nelson has not scored in 11 games. 
Anthony Beauvillier has not scored in eight games, with just two over his 
last 12, while Josh Bailey has not scored in seven games, with just two in 
his previous 12. 

And the list goes on and on. 
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The backend’s offensive prowess had masked the forward group’s 
struggles, but Noah Dobson, who leads the backend with 10 goals, has 
none over his last 12 games. 

Despite the goal issues, the Islanders have had phenomenal 
performances by Ilya Sorokin–wasted performances, like we saw 
Thursday night against the Wild. 

Ilya Sorokin and the Islanders face a Montreal Canadiens team that has 
been outscored 15-9 over their last four games (2-2) and have allowed 
the fifth-most shots against per game in the NHL this season (33.7). 

If there was ever a day for a few players to get off the schneid, Saturday 
night is the night against Samuel Montembeault, who owns a 3.39 GAA 
with a .902 SV%. 
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Islanders Gm 44: Romanov Faces Canadiens For 1st Time, Bossy Night  
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On Saturday night, the New York Islanders (22-18-3), riding a four-game 
losing streak, host the Montreal Canadiens (17-22-3). Puck drop is slated 
for 7 PM ET at UBS Arena. It’s Mike Bossy Night, part of the Islanders’ 
50th Anniversary celebration. 

The Islanders are currently on a four-game losing streak while the 
Canadiens have lost eight of their last 10 games. 

“I mean, they got some skill up front,” Islanders defenseman Scott 
Mayfield said. “Especially the first line, they move the puck well. They’re 
smaller guys, faster guys, skilled guys. So it’s going to be a challenge for 
us back there, and we’re excited for it. We got to right the ship here.” 

MORNING SKATE UPDATES 

Ilya Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov were on the ice, with Sorokin 
heading off first as he will make his 30th start. 

He is 14-14-2, with a 2.29 GAA, a .926 SV%, with three shutouts. 

Kyle Palmieri (IR), Adam Pelech (IR), and Ross Johnston were on the ice 
before the skate and stayed on after, as they will serve as extras against 
the Canadiens. 

Palmieri will miss his 13th straight game and 24 of the last 25 with an 
upper-body injury. 

ROMANOV ON FACING HABS 

In 2018, the Montreal Canadiens selected defenseman Alexander 
Romanov as the 38th pick in the draft. 

For the first time in his NHL career, Alexander Romanov will face his 
former team, the Montreal Canadiens. Acquired on draft night this past 
summer, Romanov’s career with Montreal lasted two seasons, 133 
games. Over his time in Quebec, Romanov scored four goals with 15 
assists. 

His career in Montreal ended this past summer when he was traded to 
the New York Islanders for the 12th overall pick. In his first season with 
New York, he has one goal and 13 assists, with 14 points–a new career 
high. 

On Saturday, the Islanders face his former team, but Romanov was cool, 
calm, and collected following morning skate. 

“I play just for Isles, for my team, and for my partners right now. I don’t 
think it’s something special for me,” Romanov said. “We just want to win 
every single game, every single moment, and just try to play our best 
today.” 

Head coach Lane Lambert weighed in: “We love the way he practices, 
the way he plays in games, and so it’ll be a big night for him. You’re 
always excited to play against the team that you were on formerly.” 

LAMBERT ON BOSSY 

Saturday night is Mike Bossy Night at UBS Arena as part of the 50th 
anniversary season. Bossy passed away back on Apr. 15 at the age of 
65 after a battle with lung cancer. 

New York Islanders, Fans Honor the Legacy of Mike Bossy 

Islanders head coach Lane Lambert got to play against Bossy and 
shared what made him special: 

“Well, obviously, a great scorer. And I did play against him. You just 
couldn’t give him any time to take a shot. I was out on the ice against him 
a couple of times when he did score [..] The high-end guys that score 
goals like him, you can only keep them under control for so long, it’s 
going to happen one way or the other. And that’s the aura of what makes 
a guy special like that.” 

ISLANDERS NOTES 

Tonight, the New York Islanders host the Montreal Canadiens in the first 
of three matchups between the two clubs this season. The last time 
these teams met was Apr. 15, 2022, when Brock Nelson, Noah Dobson, 
and Zach Parise each scored in a 3-0 Islander victory in Montreal. 

It is the first of two visits the Canadiens will make to UBS Arena this 
season and their first since Feb. 20, 2022. 

Last season, the Islanders collected a point in each of their three 
matchups with the Canadiens. They continue their season-long home 
stand tonight and have an 11-8-1 record against Eastern Conference 
opponents this season. 
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While the New York Islanders were dealing with the injury bug, general 
manager Lou Lamoriello went to the Bridgeport Islanders well often, 
calling up Simon Holmstrom, Hudson Fasching, Aatu Räty, and Parker 
Wotherspoon. In their absence, Bridgeport struggled mightily to win 
games. 

Without a handful of players, Bridgeport, who started the season as hot 
as possible, cooled off incredibly quickly and lost 10 straight games from 
Dec. 17 to Jan. 7. 

But Bridgeport head coach Brent Thompson and his team welcomed 
Aatu Räty and Robin Salo back this past Wednesday for a game against 
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the Lehigh Valley Phantoms. Despite the help, a 3-1 loss pushed their 
losing streak to 11 games (0-8-3). 

Someone needed to step up when Bridgeport played Lehigh Valley in a 
rematch on Friday night to snap the streak, and Aatu Räty answered the 
call. 

With 2:26 left in overtime, all knotted up at three, Räty scored on a 
breakaway for the 4-3 win, snapping the streak in the process: 

This was not the first time Räty scored a critical overtime winner, as he 
sent Bridgeport to the second round of the postseason last year with a 
nifty wrist shot. 

Aatu Räty showed well in his seven games at the NHL level. He scored 
two goals, played smart defensively, and showcased that he will be a 
talent at the NHL level. In 25 games with Bridgeport, Räty has scored six 
goals with seven assists as he continues his development in the AHL. 
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