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Carolina Hurricanes can’t hold late lead, lose to Vancouver Canucks in shootout 
By Chip Alexander 

Sebastian Aho gave the Carolina Hurricanes the lead late in 
regulation Sunday against the struggling Vancouver Canucks 
but it wouldn’t be enough. 

The Canucks tied the score with 17 seconds left in the third 
period with an extra attacker, battled through overtime, then 
won 4-3 in a shootout at PNC Arena. 

Elias Pettersson and Andrei Kuzmenko scored in the 
shootout for the Canucks, who had lost four straight and 
seven of eight. Pettersson had the game-deciding goal as 
only Andrei Svechnikov could score for the Canes (27-9-8), 
with Brent Burns and Teuvo Teravainen both having 
shootout attempts find the crossbar. 

Both Canes goalie Pyotr Kochetkov and the Canucks’ Collin 
Delia made sparkling stops in the overtime as both teams 
had tantalizing scoring chances. 

Aho’s goal with 2:52 left in regulation pushed the Canes 
ahead 3-2. But the Canucks (18-22-3) pulled Delia for an 
sixth attacker and tied the score as Brock Boeser circled the 
net in front of Burns and punched a rebound past Kochetkov. 

“I thought we had it in our hands ... until the very end,” Aho 
said. 

The Canes were playing without captain Jordan Staal, out for 
personal reasons, and could have used the big center in the 
final moments of regulation as the Canucks pressed 6 on 5 
for the tie. 

“We weren’t very good,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“We were flat, tired. You could just tell, emotionally.” 

Paul Stastny scored early in the game and Jordan Martinook 
late in the first period to take the Canes to a 2-0 lead. But 
former Canes defenseman Ethan Bear scored for Vancouver 
in the second period and J.T. Miller’s goal in the third made it 
a 2-2 game. 

Aho took a pass from Teravainen and broke in quickly on 
Delia to score. It appeared it might be the winning goal but 
the Canucks fought back. 

“We had spurts where it was really good and spurts where it 
wasn’t,” Martinook said. “In the second half of a back-to-back 
you’ve got to find a way to create your own energy. We were 
trying but it wasn’t a 100 percent there.” 

It was a game with few highlights and a general lack of 
excitement, with an occasional offensive flurry to the PNC 
Arena crowd involved. 

The Hurricanes used up a lot of energy Saturday in a 2-1 win 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins. There’s always a buzz 

when Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin – and a nice 
contingent of Pens fans – are in the building. 

There was little buzz Sunday. 

“I think that game last night, we put everything into that one,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Even so, we had the game in our hands 
to win it. We were fighting it all night. They were good but we 
were not.” 

The Canucks, after losing Saturday to the Florida Panthers, 
were playing the fifth and last game of a road trip. Delia was 
playing his seventh game of the season and had a 3.54 
goals-against average and .893 save percentage. 

The Canes were 6-0-0 in the second games of back-to-back 
sets this season and Brind’Amour said hours before 
Sunday’s game he expected another strong effort from his 
group. He said later he did like the play of Kochetkov, who 
had lost his past three and been fighting his confidence. 

“He was good. He made some good saves in overtime,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Both goalies played good. Their goalie 
(faced) three or four in overtime. That was the best part of 
the game. That was exciting.” 

Canes forward Max Pacioretty sat out a second straight 
game with a lower-body injury as Brind’Amour went with a 
lineup of 11 forwards and seven defensemen. 

Stastny’s goal at 2:25 of the first, his third of the season, 
brought the crowd to life. Unchecked in the right circle, he 
took a cross-ice pass from Svechnikov and ripped a shot 
past Delia. 

Martinook scored with 34 seconds left in the second – his 
10th – after a strong forechecking shift by his line as 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin had the primary assist. 

That line, with Jesperi Kotkaniemi at center, nearly converted 
again in the third on what would have been Kotkaniemi’s 
most spectacular move with the Hurricanes. Taking a pass 
as he swept in front of the net, he put a shot between his 
legs but had Delia alertly make the save. 

When Miller followed up his own shot to beat Kochetkov and 
score off the rebound, it was 2-2 with 12:25 left in regulation. 

Delia had done his part, making some scrambling stops, and 
the Canucks got a lift from an unexpected source: their 
penalty kill. Vancouver was 32nd in the NHL on the kill at a 
woeful 66% but easily killed off two Canes power plays. 
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Weekend NHL Rankings: A tipping point for the Avalanche … and maybe the Kraken? 
By Sean McIndoe 

OK, now I’m worried. 

Anyone who has followed this column over the last few 
months knows the drill when it comes to the Colorado 
Avalanche. These are the long-term rankings, it’s about 
who’s positioned for a Stanley Cup, and we don’t overreact 
to an unexpected win or loss here and there. The standings 
matter, but they’re not all that matters. The Avs are the most 
talented team in the league, they’ll get healthy, and they’ll be 
fine. 

Everyone … I’m starting to wonder about whether they’ll be 
fine. 

And no, this isn’t just about the Blackhawks game. Bad 
teams beat good teams all the time, and even historically 
bad teams beat championship-caliber teams at least 
occasionally. As I’ve preached all year, one result doesn’t 
matter in the grand scheme of things. This goes deeper than 
that, as Peter described on Friday. They’ve been awful since 
the holidays, including losses to Chicago, Arizona and 
Florida. 

Now, Dom. We start worrying now. And we’ll use the bonus 
top five to outline a few reasons why. 

Top five reasons I’m officially worried about the Avalanche 

5. They might miss the playoffs — It could really happen. 
We’ve been hand-waving away the possibility all year, 
because they’re just too good. But right now, they’re on the 
outside looking in. They may be too far back of the top three 
in the Central to catch up, meaning it’s wild card or bust. 
Dom has them at about 70 percent odds. Other models are 
in the same range. which means they’re still far more likely 
than not to make up the ground. But 30 percent is a lot, 
especially when it comes to outcomes that are supposed to 
be impossible. And that’s just to get into the playoffs — if 
they make it as a wild card, that means a tough path through 
the conference, without home ice. That’s a rough journey for 
a supposed Cup favorite. 

4. They’re healthy enough that it’s not an excuse anymore — 
Yes, they miss Gabriel Landeskog. Valeri Nichushkin too. 
Ideally, the blue line would have Josh Manson and Bowen 
Byram. But Nathan MacKinnon is back. Mikko Rantanen 
hasn’t missed a game. Neither has Cale Makar, although 
he’s maybe just a little off. Devon Toews is fine, and the 
goalies have been available. Every team has injuries, and 
the Avs had more than their share. But now, they’re healthy 
enough, which is all any team can be at the midway mark. 
Injuries aren’t an excuse anymore. 

3. They lost to the Blackhawks — OK, I said it wasn’t just 
about the Hawks game. But good lord, how does that 
happen? How does a team in need of points go into Chicago 

and lose to a team that’s doing everything short of shooting 
the puck into their own net? This wasn’t a case of bad luck or 
getting goalied — the Hawks were the better team all night. 
The Hawks! 

2. The narrative is about to change — The Blackhawks game 
feels like an inflection point. I haven’t been alone in my “the 
Avs will be fine” shrugging, but the ground was starting to 
shift ever-so-slightly even before this week. Now, we can 
expect a whole lot of “What’s wrong in Colorado?” stories. 

Maybe that won’t matter. Maybe it will even inspire the team 
to snap out of it. But while NHL teams don’t run on vibes, the 
atmosphere around a team does matter. For the Avalanche, 
it’s mostly been one of quiet confidence all year. If that 
changes, a bad situation might get worse. 

1. We’ve seen this before — Despite everything I just wrote, 
the Avalanche actually missing the playoffs still feels 
extraordinarily unlikely. But I said pretty much the same thing 
about last year’s Golden Knights. I definitely said it about the 
2016-17 Lightning, who played seven playoff rounds in two 
seasons and then stumbled to 94 points in a year when the 
cutoff was 95. Weird stuff happens in the modern, parity-
stricken NHL. We can say that an outcome feels unlikely 
without dismissing it as impossible. 

And sure, it’s also very possible that we all look back on stuff 
like this in a few months and roll our eyes, because of course 
the Avalanche got back on track and had a deep playoff run. 
Maybe this is even the inflection point in the opposite 
direction, the moment that wakes up the sleeping giant. It 
sure looked like that on Saturday, when the Avs looked every 
bit like a champion with wounded pride and absolutely 
stomped the Senators 7-0. Maybe that was them sending the 
message that playtime is over. 

Advertisement 

We’ll see. But for now, let’s get to the rankings, and yes, our 
first top five of the season that doesn’t include Colorado (but 
does include a brand new team). 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

The Buffalo Sabres: More than just Tage Thompson! 

5. Winnipeg Jets (29-14-1, +33 true goals differential*) — 
They’re in, even with last night’s uninspiring win. Look, if I’m 
going to spend the whole intro dumping on the Avalanche, 
then in theory that has to elevate the rest of the Central 
contenders. Dallas had a top-five spot last week, but a pair of 
losses opened the door for the Jets to pass them for the top 
spot in the division. I’m not completely sure that’s a good 
thing, because if the Avs are a wild card then maybe you’d 
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rather finish second and play the wild. But for now, winning is 
good and the Jets have been knocking on the door for 
weeks. I’m going to let them in, at least temporarily. (Did they 
get bonus marks for still not having a shootout yet? No 
further questions.) 

4. Vegas Golden Knights (28-14-2, +19) — We’ll welcome 
them back to the top five after two weeks on the sidelines. 
The Kings and Kraken both look good these days, but the 
Oilers and Flames are still mostly sputtering, so on balance I 
don’t think the Pacific is looking any tougher. Vegas isn’t 
exactly rolling right now, but they’re putting up points, and I 
still have them as my division favorite. But only barely, and 
we’ll get to that down below… 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning (27-13-1, +27) — Yes, it’s the 
Lightning back in the top five, replacing the Leafs. It’s pretty 
much a coin flip, but the news in Toronto this week including 
the team admitting that Auston Matthews has a lingering 
injury and more up-and-down goaltending. When it’s this 
close and I’m predicting long-term success, I’ll nod to the 
recent champs who’ve won three straight and 12 of 16. But 
hey, isn’t it fun that we’re halfway through the season and 
already have Tampa and Toronto locked into a first-round 
playoff matchup? 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (27-9-8, +20) — They snapped a 
four-game losing streak this week, one that had seen them 
give up an uncharacteristic 18 goals. One of those losses 
came against the Devils, so the top of the Atlantic is very 
much back in play. For now, though, favorite status still 
belongs to Carolina, even as they’re losing shootouts to the 
Canucks. 

Also, apparently, Freddie Andersen is getting bored. 

1. Boston Bruins (33-5-4, +29) — The home streak is over, 
but they responded well on Saturday, hosting Toronto in a 
game that was widely described as having a playoff feel, 
which is to say the Leafs lost. More importantly, there were 
reports that progress is being made with the David Pastrnak 
extension. At the rate he’s going, the sky’s the limit. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Seattle Kraken — Admit it, Kraken fans. When 
you saw me say the Avs were finally out of the top five, you 
thought about it, right? 

Here’s the thing: I did too. 

We talked about how the Avalanche losing to the 
Blackhawks on Thursday felt like a tipping point moment, 
where fans around the league would finally start to accept 
that Colorado could miss the playoffs. But there was another 
tipping point game that night, and it came in Boston. The 
Kraken did what nobody else in the league has been able to 
do, beating the Bruins in regulation on their home ice. 

The Bruins are the best team in the league, by a mile, and 
the Kraken walked into their building a shut them out with 
Martin Jones. It was their seventh-straight win, a streak that 
continued on Saturday when they absolutely embarrassed 
Chicago. They’re threatening to lead the entire league in 
scoring. The five-on-five numbers are elite. They’re great 
defensively. 

Also, the goaltending is iffy, the penalty kill is awful, and 
they’re shooting 12.6 percent as a team, which is 
unsustainable unless they play the Blackhawks every night. 
There are some warning lights on the dashboard. What, you 
thought a second-year expansion team was going morph all 
the way into the 1970s Habs? 

Still, what’s happening in Seattle is beyond impressive. I’ve 
already prepared my “I’m sorry I thought you’d get fired” 
apology card for coach Dave Hakstol, which I’ll be mailing 
out right after Lindy Ruff gets his. And with the Pacific 
looking the way it does, a playoff spot feels safe. Maybe it’s 
already locked up. 

So we have to get our heads around the Kraken being a 
playoff team. Sure, most of us can do that. But what about 
the next question: Are these guys legitimate Cup 
contenders? 

Our old pal Ryan Clark went into some detail on that 
question last week, and it’s an interesting read. The kicker 
comes from Craig Button, who says the Kraken aren’t a real 
threat until they get a new goaltender. That’s hard to do in 
the middle of a season, but maybe not as hard as we’re led 
to believe. It makes the Kraken a very interesting team to 
watch in the lead up to the trade deadline. GM Ron Francis 
has approached building this team with a patient plan, but he 
has an opportunity here and a bunch of extra picks to work 
with. And he might have a real Cup contender. I’m not quite 
sure yet, but I’m getting there. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

If you missed it, the second edition of the Tank Index 
dropped last week. The idea there isn’t to list the teams that 
are most likely to finish last — that’s what the bottom five is 
for. Instead, we’re trying to figure out which team could get 
significantly worse if they chose to. And let’s just say, I think 
a lot of teams are making that choice right now. 

Also, while the Canucks continue to spin their wheels outside 
of the bottom five, it feels like this Tanner Pearson injury 
story is getting ugly. Jim Rutherford is scheduled to address 
the media this morning, so let’s see where this goes. 

5. San Jose Sharks (13-23-8, -31) — If you scan down the 
records for the bottom five teams, you’ll see that the Sharks 
are winning at the same abysmal rate as everyone else. 
Their problem, from a lottery odds perspective, is that they’re 
getting too many loser points — more than anyone in the 
league except for Calgary. The Flames are chasing a wild-
card spot, so they’re happy to bank the extra points. But it’s a 
bad habit for the Sharks, given what’s waiting at the end of 
the season. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (12-27-4, -80) — They’re back in it, 
narrowing the gap with Chicago and Columbus this week. 
Both of those teams have games in hand, which is a good 
thing for Anaheim under the circumstances. Meanwhile, 
Eric’s midseason grades are about as grim as you’d expect. 

3. Columbus Blue Jackets (13-27-2, -58) — They almost 
blew a 4-0 lead against the Red Wings. But almost doesn’t 
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count, so they’ll enjoy a win that was powered by a Patrik 
Laine hat trick. 

Remember when we used to think Laine would be a slam 
dunk 50-goal guy? He’s now two away from getting number 
50 … in his three seasons as a Blue Jacket. He’s had trouble 
staying healthy, and there are certainly times when he 
flashes that talent we were all in awe of when he was scoring 
44 as a teenager. It’s just another reminder than you never 
know with young players, even when they’ve shown you that 
they can dominate at the NHL level. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (13-25-5, -42) — They’ve lost nine in a 
row, all in regulation, and I’m just going to go ahead and say: 
I don’t think they’re making the playoffs. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (11-26-4, -58) — Patrick Kane is 
back, so we can fire up the trade speculation again. 
Meanwhile, let’s check in with Mark and see how the team is 
doing now that… 

Not ranked: Philadelphia Flyers — Flyers fans, where are we 
at? 

The team has won seven of their last eight. They’ve beaten 
good teams, including the Sabres, Caps, Kings and Devils. 

They’ve also banked regulation wins over teams like the 
Coyotes, Ducks and Blue Jackets, helping those teams 
along in the lottery race. 

Is this good? 

In theory, sure. Wins are better than losses, or so I’ve been 
told. John Tortorella wasn’t given much to work with, but he’s 
doing what he always does, which is to squeeze as much as 
possible out of what he has. He looks like he’s going to get 
this team as far as it will go. 

Unfortunately, that seems like it’s going to be right into the 
mushy middle. Too far from dead last to have any real shot 
at Connor Bedard, but nowhere near the playoffs. 

So Flyer fans, talk to me. Are you in a bad mood, hurling C 
batteries at the standings page? Or are you happy with how 
things are going, which is to say you’re underhand tossing 
AAA batteries instead? Is this team exceeding your 
expectations, or is this the worst-case scenario? Because 
from the outside looking in, it feels like it might somehow be 
both at the same time. 
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Canucks force overtime late, beat Hurricanes in shootout 
Carolina surrendered a two-goal lead 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — We’ve officially reached the muddy middle of 
the NHL season, and games don’t get grimier than Sunday’s 
between the Hurricanes and Canucks. 

After 57 minutes of play that made a good case for staying 
home for the opening weekend of the NFL playoffs, Carolina 
got the go-ahead goal from center Sebastian Aho with under 
three minutes remaining only to allow the equalizer to 
Vancouver when Brock Boeser scored with an extra attacker. 
Elias Pettersson then finished off the job, scoring the 
deciding goal in the shootout to give the Canucks a 4-3 win 
in front of a sellout crowd Sunday at PNC Arena. 

The Hurricanes, Canucks and even the fans seemed mostly 
uninspired in the second game of a back-to-back for both 
teams. 

“We had spurts where it was really good and obviously we 
had spurts where it wasn’t,” Hurricanes forward Jordan 
Martinook said. “It was noticeable, but second half of the 
back-to-back you’ve gotta find a way to create your own 
energy. 

“You’re a little tired. It’s a hard league and you’ve gotta just 
create that energy somehow. And we were trying, it just 
wasn’t 100% there a lot tonight, that’s for sure.” 

At the least until the final minutes of regulation. 

Carolina went ahead with 2:52 remaining in the third period 
when Teuvo Teravainen collected an 80-foot pass from 
Jaccob Slavin along the boards, spun and passed to a 
slashing Aho. Aho quickly settled the puck and fired it past 
Vancouver goalie Collin Delia (29 saves) to give the 
Hurricanes a 3-2 lead. 

“Just a nice pass by Slavo and Turbo,” Aho said. 

But with Delia on the Vancouver bench for an extra attacker, 
Canucks defenseman Quinn Hughes won a board battle and 
got the puck to Andrei Kuzmenko, who centered to Bo 
Horvat for a one-timer. Hurricanes goalie Pyotr Kochetkov 
(29 saves) made the initial save, but Boeser snuck the 
rebound under him to tie the game with 17 seconds left. 

“It’s not fun when you get that emotion from that third goal 
and then give one up to tie it there late,” Martinook said. 

After an overtime that included key saves by both Delia and 
Kochetkov, the game went to a shootout. Both Kuzmenko 
and Andrei Svechnikov scored, but after Teravainen’s 
backhand hit the post, Pettersson executed the “postage 
stamp” move made famous by countryman Peter Forsberg to 
win it for the Canucks. 

“It wasn’t meant to be. We had two crossbars on the 
shootout,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said, 
referencing defenseman Brent Burns also hitting a post on 
his attempt. 

Before the late-game theatrics, both teams mostly went 
through the motions, with Carolina building a two-goal lead 
that the Canucks chipped away at until they tied the game 
with 12:25 left in regulation. 

Hughes fired a pass that hit J.T Miller in stride, and the 
Canucks forward took a shot that hit the post. He followed 
his shot, splitting Carolina defensemen Brett Pesce and 
Brady Skjei to knock in his own rebound and tie the game 2-
2. 

That goal came after former Hurricanes defenseman Ethan 
Bear, traded to Vancouver in late October, cut Carolina’s 
lead in half late in the second period. 

After a long shift in the Canucks’ end, the Hurricanes found 
themselves back in the defensive zone and tired. Pesce lost 
a race with Jack Studnicka to the puck, who passed to 
Kuzmenko. 

Kuzmenko spotted Bear pinching in from the point, and the 
Vancouver defenseman scored short side over Kochetkov’s 
glove to make it 2-1 with just over two minutes left in the 
middle frame. 

Carolina has given up a lead in each of its last five losses, 
and Sunday’s two-goal lead was built in the first period. 

The Hurricanes struck first in the game’s opening minutes 
when Svechnikov got the puck along the left boards and 
cycled back to the blue line. He then curled and sent a pass 
through a truck-wide lane to Paul Stastny for a one-timer and 
a 1-0 lead just 2:25 into the game. 

Then Martinook got his 10th goal of the season, roofing a 
rebound of his own backhand with 34 seconds left in the 
opening period to extend the lead to 2-0. 

But the Hurricanes — playing without captain Jordan Staal, 
who missed the game due to undisclosed personal reasons 
— squandered the lead and entered a three-day stretch with 
no games at 27-9-8, still first in the Metropolitan Division but 
without a second point that seemed secured until the final 
seconds. 

Notes: Carolina dressed 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen, with Dylan Coghlan playing in his 10th game of 
the season. … Slavin had two assists, his third multipoint 
game since Dec. 20 after not having one in the first 31 
games of the season. … Max Pacioretty missed his second 
straight game with an undisclosed lower-body injury.



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 15, 2023 

 

Recap: Canucks Come From Behind, Take Shootout Victory From Canes 
Aho scores the go-ahead goal with just 2:52 remaining, but 
the Canucks net one with the extra attacker on and then win 
it in the skills competition 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes were left with just 
one point Sunday, as the visiting Vancouver Canucks took a 
4-3 shootout victory. 

The Story 

Fewer than 20 hours after the conclusion of their 2-1 victory 
over the Pittsburgh Penguins, the Canes opted to go with 
Pyotr Kochetkov in net for today's affair. 

While the rookie entered having dropped three consecutive 
games in regulation for the first time, it took just 2:25 for him 
to be able to defend the home net with goal support. 

All-Star Andrei Svechnikov used his size and some 
miscommunication by the Vancouver defense to his 
advantage, opening up a sizeable lane to feed Paul Stastny 
for a one-timer that he would not miss. 

After skating the bulk of the opening frame 1-0, the Canes 
would then extend their lead inside the final minute of the 
frame.  Jordan Martinook was able to roof home his own 
second chance, earning his 10th goal of the season. 

However, the two-goal lead would not stick for Carolina. 

After Carolina came back to the ice for the second with a 
strong push, Collin Delia was able to weather the storm for 
Vancouver and aid in turning the tide of the contest. 

Ethan Bear scored in his return to Raleigh to take the 
visitors' push to a new level and then to start the third they 
would tie the contest courtesy of J.T. Miller. 

With the majority of the third playing out looking like the 
Canes were headed to their league-leading 15th overtime, it 
turned out that Sebastian Aho had other plans.  

Inside the final three minutes, Jaccob Slavin and Teuvo 
Teravainen were able to spring #20 in all alone on Delia, 
allowing him to bury on a breakaway for what appeared to be 
the game-deciding goal.  

But just as the Canes had plans of not playing three-on-
three, the Canucks put together an effort of their own to not 
go down in regulation. 

Vancouver Head Coach Bruce Boudreau pulled Delia in an 
effort to tie the contest at 3-3, and with just 17 seconds 
remaining in the third period, it worked. Brock Boeser would 
stuff one under Kochetkov, sending the two sides to a bonus 
period. 

After no winner was found in the three-on-three, Elias 
Pettersson netted the game-winning goal for Vancouver in 
the third round, giving the Canucks the win and the extra 
point. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour, following the final horn... 

"We weren't very good. We were flat. We were tired. You 
could tell, emotionally. That game last night, we put 
everything into that one. You could just tell. And you know 
what? We still had the game in our hands to win. We were 
fighting it all night. They were good. We were not." 

Sebastian Aho offering his thoughts on what didn't go right 
for the club... 

"We didn't get our game going at any point tonight. Give 
them some credit, they played [well]. They moved the puck 
up nicely a bunch of times. We couldn't really get to our 
forecheck game. We didn't get those second and third 
chances off of shots. Tough one tonight, but we still had it in 
our hands until the very end." 

Jordan Martinook giving his perspective... 

"We had spurts where we were really good and obviously we 
had spurts where we weren't. And it was noticeable. On the 
second half of a back-to-back you have to find a way to 
create your own energy. I know you're a little tired and it's a 
hard league, but you have to create the energy somehow. 
We were trying, it just wasn't 100% there tonight." 

Bonus Notes 

 Canes Captain Jordan Staal did not play today for 
personal reasons. The Canes played with 11 
forwards and 7 defensemen, with Dylan Coghlan 
drawing in on the blue line. Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
centered Jesper Fast and Jordan Martinook. 

 Max Pacioretty (lower-body injury) missed a second 
consecutive game. 

 Carolina is now 6-0-1 in the second half of back-to-
back sets this season. 

 The Canes move to 27-9-8 with the defeat. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to be off on Monday after playing 
two games in two days. They'll then return to work on 
Tuesday, practicing both then and Wednesday ahead of a 
Thursday meeting against the Wild. 
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Canucks rally late, defeat Hurricanes in shootout 
Boeser ties it with 17 seconds left to help Vancouver end 4-
game losing streak 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

Recap: VAN 4, CAR 3 - F/SO 

Brock Boeser tied the game with a goal late in the 3rd, Elias 
Pettterson scored the shootout winner, helping the Canucks 
to a 4-3 win 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Vancouver Canucks ended a four-
game losing streak by rallying for a 4-3 shootout win against 
the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Sunday. 

Ethan Bear, J.T. Miller and Brock Boeser scored, and Andrei 
Kuzmenko had two assists for the Canucks (18-22-3), who 
won for the second time in nine games. Collin Delia made 29 
saves. 

"It's been pretty much one-goal games this whole time," 
Vancouver captain Bo Horvat said. "We fought our way back 
and at least made it interesting in a lot of games. To finally 
get rewarded tonight definitely feels good." 

Paul Stastny, Jordan Martinook and Sebastian Aho scored, 
and Jaccob Slavin had two assists for the Hurricanes (27-9-
8), who were coming off a 2-1 win against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Saturday. Pyotr Kochetkov made 29 saves. 

"We weren't very good. We were flat, tired. You could just 
tell," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We were 
fighting it all night. They were good, but we were not." 

Aho put the Hurricanes ahead 3-2 with 2:52 remaining in the 
third period, receiving a spinning pass from Teuvo 
Teravainen at the Canucks' blue line and scoring on a 
breakaway. 

However, Boeser tied it 3-3 with 17 seconds left when he put 
in the rebound of Horvat's shot with Delia pulled for the extra 
skater. 

"I think they earned that. They've been coming so close," 
Vancouver coach Bruce Boudreau said. "Even in the third, I 
thought we were playing really good, and they score with 
three minutes to go. But again, they said, 'No, we're not 
giving up,' and they went out there and scored and we got 
the shootout win. So it's great." 

Delia made three saves in overtime to get the game to the 
shootout, including stretching his right pad to deny Slavin 
from in tight with four seconds left. 

"We didn't try to overcomplicate it in our own zone or in the 
neutral zone," Delia said. "We got pucks deep, we had good 
retrievals, good support, good back pressure. I think our 
habits were really good tonight." 

Stastny gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 2:25 of the first 
period. Andrei Svechnikov curled at the left point before 
sending a diagonal cross-ice pass to Stastny for a one-timer 
from the bottom of the right circle. 

Martinook scored his 10th of the season to push the lead to 
2-0 with 34 seconds left in the first. He roofed a shot from in 
front after his initial backhand attempt ricocheted to him off 
Vancouver forward Conor Garland. 

"The second half of a back-to-back, you have to find a way to 
create your own energy," Martinook said. "It's a hard league, 
you've got to create that energy somehow. We were trying. It 
just wasn't 100 percent there tonight." 

Bear cut the lead to 2-1 at 17:52 of the second period. 
Kuzmenko sent a cross-ice pass to Bear, who had pinched in 
and scored glove side from the right circle.  

It was Bear's first game against the Hurricanes since he was 
traded to the Canucks on Oct. 28.  

"It was an emotional game for me. I had a lot to prove 
tonight," Bear said. "To score tonight, it felt great on top of 
the win. They're a really good team over there. They do 
everything right. It just shows that we can do it, too. As long 
as we stick to it, we're right there." 

Miller tied it 2-2 at 7:35 of the third period, chipping the puck 
in with his backhand after his initial shot from the high slot hit 
off the right post. 

NOTES: Vancouver was also playing the second of a back-
to-back. … Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal was scratched 
for personal reasons. ... Aho extended his point streak to five 
games (two goals, five assists). … The Hurricanes played 
their 15th overtime game of the season, the most in the NHL. 
They are 4-6 in overtime and 3-2 in the shootout. 
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Pettersson scores in shootout, lifts Canucks past Hurricanes 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Elias Pettersson scored on the final 
attempt in the shootout as the Vancouver Canucks beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 4-3 on Sunday night and avoided a 
winless five-game trip. 

Ethan Bear, J.T. Miller and Brock Boeser scored in 
regulation for the Canucks, who went 1-4-0 in five road 
games. Boeser’s goal with 17 seconds left in regulation 
forced overtime. Collin Delia stopped 29 shots. 

“They play hard because we’re all in it together,” Canucks 
coach Bruce Boudreau said. “They’re a good group and they 
want to win. It doesn’t work all the time.” 

Sebastian Aho scored with 2:52 remaining in regulation to 
break a tie for the Hurricanes. Paul Stastny and Jordan 
Martinook had first-period goals for Carolina, which 
squandered a two-goal lead at home for the second time in a 
week. Pyotr Kochetkov made 29 saves and slipped to 0-3-1 
in four games since winning on Dec. 20. 

“We were trying,” Martinook said. “It just wasn’t 100% there, 
that’s for sure.” 

Andrei Kuzmenko converted on Vancouver’s first shootout 
attempt. After Andrei Svechnikov evened it for Carolina, 
Pettersson sealed the win.  

The Hurricanes won twice over the previous three nights, but 
seemed to be lacking energy. 

“We were flat, tired,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I think 
the game (Saturday night versus Pittsburgh) we put 
everything into that one. But you know what, we still had the 
game in our hand to win it.” 

The Hurricanes appeared in good shape after Aho scored his 
14th of the season for a 3-2 lead at 17:08 of the third. The 
Canucks pulled Delia and tied the game on Boeser’s goal. 

Stastny recorded his third goal of the season just 2:25 into 
the game. He was on the receiving end of Svechnikov’s 
cross-ice pass. 

Martinook’s 10th goal of the season came with 34 seconds to 
play in the first period. He knocked in a rebound of his own 
shot, scoring for the first time this month. 

“That’s a game if you looked at it in the first period and you 
weren’t involved, you would think it would have a different 
outcome,” Delia said. 

Bear, who was honored during a first-period stoppage as a 
former Hurricane returning to the building, scored with 2:08 
left in the second period. It was his third goal of the season. 

Miller tied it with a strong individual effort. He headed for the 
slot and sent a shot off the post, then knocked in his own 
rebound for this 17th goal this season. It was his fourth goal 
in six games. 

CAPTAIN OUT 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal missed a game for the first 
time this season. The team announced that the center’s 
absence was for personal reasons. 

Carolina went with seven defensemen in its lineup. Staal was 
without a point in the last four games. 

EMOTIONAL RESPONSE 

The Canucks learned that Gino Odjick, described as a 
legend with the team, died at age 52 stemming from an 
apparent heart attack. He was a fan favorite in eight seasons 
with the Canucks. 

Bear said he had a personal connection to Odjick, who 
welcomed him to Vancouver when he joined the 
organization. 

“Maybe he was there for me on that shot,” Bear said of his 
goal. 

ICE MATTERS 

The Canucks allowed at least four goals in the first four 
games of the road trip. … Vancouver improved to 2-7-1 
against Metropolitan Division opponents. … Carolina has 
played in a league-high 15 games that have extended 
beyond regulation. The Hurricanes are 7-8 in those, including 
3-2 in shootouts. 

UP NEXT  

Canucks: Host Tampa Bay on Wednesday. 

Hurricanes: Host Minnesota on Thursday. 
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Disengaged Canes blow multiple leads to Canucks, fall in shootout 
The Carolina Hurricanes lost 4-3 in a shootout to the 
Vancouver Canucks Sunday evening at PNC Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel   

At some point, the Carolina Hurricanes need to learn how to 
get the puck out of their own end and close out games. 

Whether it’s getting the clear when the puck’s on your stick 
or actually getting the puck into the empty net, the plays 
have to be made. 

The Hurricanes currently rank 30th in the league in empty 
net goals with just three and have given up just as many 
goals in 5v6 scenarios.  

Essentially their late game plan seems to be just try and 
turtle it out, but that’s what cost them the win tonight as 
Brock Boeser tied the game up with 17 seconds left in the 
third period. 

But overall, the team looked flat and listless, mostly just 
asleep at the wheel through the majority of play, allowing the 
Canucks to be able to stick around long enough to win it in 
the shootout. 

Even when coming out of the first period with a 2-0 lead 
thanks to Paul Stastny and Jordan Martinook, the Canes 
couldn’t keep up much in terms of pressure. 

Eventually Ethan Bear popped one in after sneaking in 
unmarked in the second period and then JT Miller split the 
defense and scored off of his own rebound in the third 
period. 

It looked like Carolina had grabbed the backbreaker goal as 
Teuvo Teravainen hit Sebastian Aho with a perfect pass for a 
breakaway score with just 2:52 left in the third, but that’s 

where the inability to close out the game came back to haunt 
them. 

Perhaps the absence of Jordan Staal — who missed the 
game due to personal reason — played a larger effect in the 
game, but the roster needs to be able to finish off the game 
regardless of who’s on the ice. 

It was also another strikeout for the new look power play 
units who just looked discombobulated and out-of-sync all 
night. The Hurricanes’ power play is quickly sinking to the 
league’s basement which is baffling for a team with as much 
talent as they have. 

Coaching can only do so much, as it’s up to the players to go 
out and execute the plan, but currently it looks like their is no 
plan or even offensive instincts among any of the players on 
the man-advantage. 

At least the PK has been solid. 

It was the also the best game that Kochetkov had played in a 
while by far. Got beat in alone and in close twice and 
ultimately crumbled in the shootout, but he was good 
throughout the majority of regulation and especially overtime. 

It seems that Andersen has solidly won back the net, but he 
needs to keep his game up and work on improving every 
day. 

Overall, there’s little reason to worry as it was evident they 
just didn’t have the juice in a less than 24 hour turnaround. 
Moving forward they should be fine and we should see a 
much better team against the Minnesota Wild on Thursday. 
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Canes suffer 4-3 shootout loss after last-second score from Vancouver  
By Ethan Bakogiannis 

Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho dribbles the puck 
during the game against the Washington Capitals on 
Monday, Oct. 31, 2022 in PNC Arena. The Hurricanes beat 
the Capitals 3-2. 

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered a heartbreaking shootout 
defeat against the Vancouver Canucks in Raleigh on 
Sunday, Jan. 15.  

A roller-coaster-like regulation quickly progressed to extra 
time due to some back-and-forth play from beginning to end. 
Even though the Canes (27-9-8) were able to create an early 
2-0 lead, the Canucks (18-22-3) battled back, eventually 
taking the contest 4-3 in a short shootout.  

All signs pointed towards a Hurricanes victory, even with 
Vancouver digging its way back into the game after 
Carolina’s two first-period goals. The home side even led 3-2 
in the waning seconds of the game, but just as Canes fans 
were about to leave PNC Arena in a good mood, Canucks 
forward Brock Boeser sat them all right back down, scoring 
the tying goal with just 17 seconds left to force extra time.  

After an uneventful overtime period, those same fans 
helplessly watched as Vancouver’s Elias Pettersson buried 
the killing blow past goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, winning the 
shootout 2-1 and the game 4-3.  

The Canes had a quick start to a game that ended in slow 
fashion, putting up two first-period goals, the first of which 

was scored two and a half minutes into the contest by center 
Paul Stastny. Then at the very bottom of the frame, left wing 
Jordan Martinook doubled Carolina’s lead with a second-
chance score.  

Kochetkov, who saved 29 of 32 shots, conceded two straight 
goals while the Carolina offense stalled out. By midway 
through the third period, the Canucks had tied the game at 2-
2 and both sides desperately searched for the go-ahead 
score as the clock ticked down.  

With less than three minutes to go, the Canes got what they 
were looking for. As center Sebastian Aho raced down the 
ice in a one-on-one with the Canucks goaltender, he didn’t 
think twice about burying the go-ahead goal, one that sent 
PNC Arena into a frenzy. 

However, Vancouver once again proved resilient, scoring the 
equalizer with just seconds left to force the overtime and the 
eventual shootout.  

While the Hurricanes will accept the one point from the 
overtime loss as consolidation, a full three points was in 
hand until 17 seconds remained, making this loss sting a bit 
more than others, especially after capturing an impressive 
win against Pittsburgh on Saturday night.  

After a three-day break to catch its breath, Carolina will take 
on the Minnesota Wild in Raleigh on Thursday, Jan. 19 at 7 
p.m.  

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article271005832.html 
https://theathletic.com/4093155/2023/01/16/nhl-weekend-rankings-avalanche-kraken/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/canucks-force-overtime-late-beat-hurricanes-in-shootout/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canucks-come-from-behind-take-shootout-victory-from-canucks/c-339993826 

https://www.nhl.com/news/vancouver-canucks-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-339532528 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-brock-boeser-paul-stastny-9c783b09b6e4e0677dc694527ddb5cd5 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/15/23556738/disengaged-carolina-hurricanes-blow-multiple-leads-to-vancouver-canucks-fall-in-shootout 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-suffer-4-3-shootout-loss-after-last-second-score-from-vancouver/article_f192aa52-9554-11ed-a57f-

1f31d80c7428.html 
 
 

  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 15, 2023 

 

 

 
1265267 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Carolina Hurricanes can’t hold late lead, lose to Vancouver Canucks in 
shootout 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Raleigh-Sebastian Aho gave the Carolina Hurricanes the lead late in 
regulation Sunday against the struggling Vancouver Canucks but it 
wouldn’t be enough. 

The Canucks tied the score with 17 seconds left in the third period with 
an extra attacker, battled through overtime, then won 4-3 in a shootout at 
PNC Arena. 

Elias Pettersson and Andrei Kuzmenko scored in the shootout for the 
Canucks, who had lost four straight and seven of eight. Pettersson had 
the game-deciding goal as only Andrei Svechnikov could score for the 
Canes (27-9-8), with Brent Burns and Teuvo Teravainen both having 
shootout attempts find the crossbar. 

Both Canes goalie Pyotr Kochetkov and the Canucks’ Collin Delia made 
sparkling stops in the overtime as both teams had tantalizing scoring 
chances. 

Aho’s goal with 2:52 left in regulation pushed the Canes ahead 3-2. But 
the Canucks (18-22-3) pulled Delia for an sixth attacker and tied the 
score as Brock Boeser circled the net in front of Burns and punched a 
rebound past Kochetkov. 

“I thought we had it in our hands ... until the very end,” Aho said. 

The Canes were playing without captain Jordan Staal, out for personal 
reasons, and could have used the big center in the final moments of 
regulation as the Canucks pressed 6 on 5 for the tie. 

“We weren’t very good,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We were 
flat, tired. You could just tell, emotionally.” 

Paul Stastny scored early in the game and Jordan Martinook late in the 
first period to take the Canes to a 2-0 lead. But former Canes 
defenseman Ethan Bear scored for Vancouver in the second period and 
J.T. Miller’s goal in the third made it a 2-2 game. 

Aho took a pass from Teravainen and broke in quickly on Delia to score. 
It appeared it might be the winning goal but the Canucks fought back. 

“We had spurts where it was really good and spurts where it wasn’t,” 
Martinook said. “In the second half of a back-to-back you’ve got to find a 
way to create your own energy. We were trying but it wasn’t a 100 
percent there.” 

It was a game with few highlights and a general lack of excitement, with 
an occasional offensive flurry to the PNC Arena crowd involved. 

The Hurricanes used up a lot of energy Saturday in a 2-1 win against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. There’s always a buzz when Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin – and a nice contingent of Pens fans – are in the building. 

There was little buzz Sunday. 

“I think that game last night, we put everything into that one,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Even so, we had the game in our hand to win it. We 
were fighting it all night. They were good but we were not.” 

The Canucks, after losing Saturday to the Florida Panthers, were playing 
the fifth and last game of a road trip. Delia was playing his seventh game 
of the season and had a 3.54 goals-against average and .893 save 
percentage. 

The Canes were 6-0-0 in the second games of back-to-back sets this 
season and Brind’Amour said hours before Sunday’s game he expected 
another strong effort from his group. He said later he did like the play of 
Kochetkov, who had lost his past three and been fighting his confidence. 

“He was good. He made some good saves in overtime,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Both goalies played good. Their goalie (faced) three or four in 
overtime. That was the best part of the game. That was exciting.” 

Canes forward Max Pacioretty sat out a second straight game with a 
lower-body injury as Brind’Amour went with a lineup of 11 forwards and 
seven defensemen. 

Stastny’s goal at 2:25 of the first, his third of the season, brought the 
crowd to life. Unchecked in the right circle, he took a cross-ice pass from 
Svechnikov and ripped a shot past Delia. 

Martinook scored with 34 seconds left in the second – his 10th – after a 
strong forechecking shift by his line as defenseman Jaccob Slavin had 
the primary assist. 

That line, with Jesperi Kotkaniemi at center, nearly converted again in the 
third on what would have been Kotkaniemi’s most spectacular move with 
the Hurricanes. Taking a pass as he swept in front of the net, he put a 
shot between his legs but had Delia alertly make the save. 

When Miller followed up his own shot to beat Kochetkov and score off the 
rebound, it was 2-2 with 12:25 left in regulation. 

Delia had done his part, making some scrambling stops, and the 
Canucks got a lift from an unexpected source: their penalty kill. 
Vancouver was 32nd in the NHL on the kill at a woeful 66% but easily 
killed off two Canes power plays. 

Profile Image of Chip Alexander 

In more than 30 years at The N&O, Chip Alexander has covered the N.C. 
State, UNC, Duke and East Carolina beats, and now is in his 11th 
season on the Carolina Hurricanes beat. Alexander, who has won 
numerous writing awards at the state and national level, covered the 
Hurricanes’ move to North Carolina in 1997 and was a part of The N&O’s 
coverage of the Canes’ 2006 Stanley Cup run. 
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Wild prepare for lengthy East Coast road trip against top-tier teams 

Dane Mizutani3-3 minutes 15/01/2023 
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It wasn’t pretty on Saturday night at Xcel Energy Center. Not at all. 
Apparently that was by design. 

Looking at the advanced metrics in the lead up to the game, the Wild 
realized the the Arizona Coyotes were last in the NHL when it came to 
getting the puck out of their own zone after an opponent dumped the 
puck in. Naturally, the Wild wanted to take advantage of that over the 
course of 60 minutes. 

“That was our game plan,” winger Ryan Hartman said. “Just dump the 
puck in the whole game.” 

Thus, though the Wild didn’t blow out the Coyotes like some thought they 
might, coach Dean Evason could not have cared less. He was happy to 
earn the 2-1 victory regardless of how it looked. 

“We were happy that we didn’t deviate,” Evason said. “We stayed with 
what we thought was going to give us a chance to have success tonight, 
and ultimately it did.” 

Still, the Wild (24-14-4, 52 points) are going to need a much better effort 
on the upcoming road trip with games against the Washington Capitals 
(23-16-6, 52 points) on Tuesday, Carolina Hurricanes (27-9-7, 61 points) 
on Thursday, Florida Panthers (20-20-4, 44 points) on Saturday, and 
Tampa Bay Lightning (27-13-1, 55 points) on Tuesday, Jan.24. If the 
Wild play like they did against the Coyotes on Saturday, that swing east 
is probably not going to go well for them. 

“Obviously we’ll play some top-tier teams in the league and it’s going to 
be a tough road trip,” winger Mats Zuccarello said. “It’s good to hopefully 
get this bad game out of our system.” 

Asked why the Wild have been rather inconsistent with their play over the 
past couple of weeks, Zuccarello offered a simple explanation. 

“You play good teams every night,” Zuccarello said. “It’s hard to have A-
plus games every night.” 

Nonetheless, the Wild are going to need to win at least a couple of those 
games on the upcoming trip if they want to be successful. In the 
meantime, the Wild will celebrate the win they earned on Saturday, enjoy 
some time away from the rink on Sunday, and head east on Monday. 

“It feels like we’re away for most of the month,” goaltender Marc-Andre 
Fleury said. “It’s good to get home in front of our fans and obviously get 
two points. Even though (the Coyotes are) low in the standings, they’re 
still a good team. It’s never easy. Just glad we come out on top with two 
points.” 

Author 

Dane Mizutani is from Hawaii and somehow ended up covering the Wild 
in the State of Hockey. No, it doesn't make sense to him, either. 
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Former New York Islanders fan favorite Gino Odjick dead at 52 

Andrew Crane3-4 minutes 16/01/2023 

Former Islanders winger Gino Odjick has died, his sister Dina shared on 
Facebook. He was 52 years old. 

“Our hearts are broken,” Dina posted on her Facebook page. “My brother 
Gino Odjick has left us for the spirit world,” with two heart emojis 
attached to the end of her message. 

Odjick suffered a heart attack at a Vancouver medical clinic, where he 
had gone to get leg bandages replaced, the Montreal Gazette reported. 

He was diagnosed with amyloidosis in 2014, according to Sportsnet, and 
it “attacked his organs and his heart.” 

The Islanders, Canucks and Canadiens — three teams that Odjick 
played with over his 12-year NHL career — released statements Sunday 
night after his death. 

“The New York Islanders are deeply saddened to learn the passing of 
former family member, Gino Odjick,” the team said in a statement on 
Twitter. “The team extends our condolences to the Odjick family and 
friends.” 

Gino Odjick spent parts of three seasons with the Islanders. 

Gino Odjick spent parts of three seasons with the Islanders. 
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Gino Odjick spent the bulk of his NHL career with the Canucks. 

Gino Odjick spent the bulk of his NHL career with the Canucks. 
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Gino Odjick's 12-year NHL career included time with Montreal, 
Vancouver, Philadelphia and the Islanders. 

Gino Odjick’s 12-year NHL career included time with Montreal, 
Vancouver, Philadelphia and the Islanders. 
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Odjick was acquired by the Islanders in 1998, when the Canucks traded 
him in exchange for Jason Strudwick, He spent parts of the next three 
seasons in New York. The winger played 13 games in 1997-98, 23 
games in 1998-99 and 46 in 1999-2000 before the team dealt him to the 
Flyers. In 82 games total with the Islanders, Odjick compiled 22 points 
and 254 penalty minutes. 

According to Sportsnet, Odjick holds the Canucks’ record for most 
penalty minutes in franchise history with 2,127. He led the NHL with 371 
penalty minutes in 1996-97, a season when he played 70 of his 605 NHL 
games. 

The New York Islanders are deeply saddened to learn the passing of 
former family member, Gino Odjick. The team extends our condolences 
to the Odjick family and friends. pic.twitter.com/USnJpOGI77 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) January 16, 2023 

“Gino was a fan-favourite from the moment he joined the organization, 
putting his heart and soul into every shift on and off the ice,” Canucks 
chairman and governor Francesco Aquilini said in a statement. “He 
inspired many and embodied what it means to be a Canuck. Personally, 
he was a close friend and confidant, someone I could lean on for advice 
and support. He will be deeply missed.” 
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Islanders face Capitals in key wild-card matchup 

By Andrew Grossandrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsdayUpdated 
January 16, 2023 1:29 am3-4 minutes 15/01/2023 

The Islanders still have a way to go to make this a successful five-game 
homestand. 

But they have a chance. Monday night’s game against the Capitals at 
UBS Arena, the first of four games with the team directly ahead of them 
in the Eastern Conference, can tilt it toward the Islanders’ favor. 

“As a group, collectively, we believe in one another,” defenseman Noah 
Dobson said after Saturday night’s 2-1 win over the Canadiens that 
snapped an 0-3-1 skid. “It’s on us to push each other and find that next 
level and have a good push here. We’ve got a division opponent who’s 
right in the mix with us on Monday night. So we’ve got to get momentum 
off of this game and come ready to go.” 
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The Islanders (23-18-3) are 1-1-1 on their homestand, which ends 
Wednesday night against the NHL-best Bruins. Saturday’s victory moved 
them one point ahead of the Penguins for the second wild-card spot. 
They are three points behind the Capitals, who have played one extra 
game. 

“It’s big,” Casey Cizikas said of facing the Capitals. “You can’t really put 
any other words to it. We want to continue rolling here with two games 
left. We want to continue building and make this a good homestand.” 

Cizikas opened the scoring against the Canadiens by tipping in Dobson’s 
feed from the point at 2:25 of the first period. But the Islanders still have 
scored only four goals in the first three games of the homestand. 

Ilya Sorokin has allowed only four goals in the three games. He has 
started 11 of 12 games since a now-healthy Semyon Varlamov injured 
his groin on Dec. 17. 

The Islanders did not practice Sunday, so there was no indication about 
Monday’s starting goalie, but coach Lane Lambert has no qualms about 
Sorokin’s recent workload. 

“He’s managing his rest very, very well,” Lambert said. “He’s young and 
he’s shown no signs that he can’t handle it. The key is to manage his rest 
and recover, and he’s doing a good job.” 

Lambert, at some point, likely will revert to a more equitable rotation with 
his goalies. 

“Right now, we’ve all seen we haven’t given Ilya any goal support and 
he’s played very well for us,” Lambert said. “I’d say he’s on a bit of a roll, 
that’s basically the idea behind it. But Varly is a huge piece and he’ll play 
a lot coming up.” 

The Capitals are 2-3-1 in their last six games and have scored only 
seven goals in their last four games, but they have won seven of their 
last eight road games. 

In all, it’s a chance for the Islanders to show that the improvement 
displayed in Saturday’s win is for real. 

“We’ve got to keep going,” said Anthony Beauvillier, who scored his first 
goal in nine games on Saturday. “We’ve got to find confidence in our 
game. Just get back to work and try to get some points here.” 

Andrew Gross 

Andrew Gross joined Newsday in 2018 to cover the Islanders. He began 
reporting on the NHL in 2003 and has previously covered the Rangers 
and Devils. Other assignments have included the Jets, St. John’s and 
MLB. 
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Islanders Wrap-Up: Show-Stopper Sorokin, Pelech Getting Closer  

Stefen Rosner3-4 minutes 15/01/2023 

There’s never a dull moment when it comes to the New York Islanders, 
but many fans lead a very busy life, meaning it’s not always possible to 
keep up to date with every news story. 

But don’t worry, we’re here to help! 

Every Sunday, we will recap the most exciting and relevant news stories 
you may have missed throughout the week. 

Monday 

NYI Hockey Now spoke with the cousin of Chicago Blackhawks star 
Patrick Kane, junior Noah Kane, who plays for LIU. He would be thrilled 
to have Patrick on Long Island. 

After what appeared to be a serious knee injury, Simon Holmstrom 
returned to practice and skated alongside Mathew Barzal. 

The Islanders geared up for their five-game homestand but explained the 
importance of spending quality time at home. 

Tuesday 

Before the game against the Dallas Stars, the Islanders activated Simon 
Holmstrom off IR. 

Zach Parise is outplaying his contract and has been one of the most 
efficient cost-per-point players in the NHL this season. 

On Tuesday night, the New York Islanders not only played their first 
home game of 2023 but welcomed their one-millionth fan to UBS Arena. 

The Islanders lost 2-1 to the Dallas Stars, with Anthony Beauvillier’s 
blunder a costly one, as their losing streak reached three games. 

Wednesday 

Simon Holmstrom opened up about his injury, stating that he was lucky 
to avoid any serious damage to his knee. 

Are the San Jose Sharks scouting the Islanders? Reasons for Aatu 
Räty’s reassignment. 

Thursday 

Here’s how the Islanders let Minnesota Wild captain Jared Spurgeon slip 
through their fingertips back in 2008. 

On Thursday morning, Adam Pelech was back on the ice with his 
teammates for the first time since his injury on Dec. 6. 

The Islanders blew a one-goal lead in 1:33 minutes in the third period 
against the Minnesota Wild, ultimately losing 2-1. The players knew that 
blowing leads can’t happen as their losing streak reached four games. 

Friday 

As the Islanders are slumping, so is All-Star Brock Nelson, who has no 
goals in 11 games. As he goes, the Islanders go. 

Netminder Ilya Sorokin has been so impressive as of late but has not 
won games as his team has let him down. 

The Islanders offensive continues to be an issue as general manager 
Lou Lamoriello must buy now, or he will end up selling later. 

Did you know that former Islanders general manager Neil Smith works for 
UBS? 

Saturday 

Late Friday night, Islanders top Aatu Räty played hero as he scored the 
overtime winner against the Lehigh Valley Phantoms to snap the 
Bridgeport Islanders 11-game skid. 

The Islanders held Mike Bossy Night as we look back to the first home 
game following his passing. 

Here’s what Islanders head coach Lane Lambert said on their offensive 
woes. 

The Islanders snapped their four-game skid with a 2-1 over the Montreal 
Canadiens, as the locker room chatter was about challenging one 
another. 

Up next: The New York Islanders host the Washington Capitals Monday 
at 7:30 PM at UBS Arena. 
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LIU Calls Islanders Practice Rink Home, Any Chance of Own Barn? 
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Joshua Linsenberg5-7 minutes 15/01/2023 

It’s the halfway mark of the season for Long Island University Men’s and 
Women’s hockey programs. NYI Hockey Now’s Joshua Linsenberg 
caught up with the man in charge of Sharks Athletics, LIU Athletics 
Director Dr. William E. Martinov Jr., for an exclusive interview on the 
state of LIU Hockey, its future path, and more. 

Martinov Jr. was responsible for hiring Coach Brett Riley for LIU’s men’s 
program and Kelly Nash for LIU’s women’s program. 

“I have some buddies from my time at Notre Dame from the hockey team 
that I knew that I could rely on to get some insight on some candidates. 
While I was using their expertise, we had some great candidates apply. 
And at the end of the day, what Brett brought was… he had started a 
program. He’d already started a program from scratch,” Martinov shared. 

“In other words, he had that experience as a young coach to know what 
it’s like to start from the ground up. And I thought that was a great quality 
to have. Also, what stood out was his background from his family 
experience and being involved in the game of hockey his whole life. So 
Brett brought a great deal to the table, and he’s utilized that since he’s 
been here. He’s been a great addition.” 

Under the direction of Brett Riley, LIU’s men’s program this season has 
put a record of 6-15-1, while Kelly Nash’s women’s team has gone 14-
10-2. 

“Brett’s done a great job of getting the right kids here to play, and we 
appreciate what coach Riley’s done. And Kelly Nash came in over the 
summer. She brings that national championship-winning competitiveness 
and experience to the program. I think she’s done a great job of adding to 
the team that we’ve had. She’s added to it by her coaching, her 
demeanor, and her ability to translate her championship experience to 
our kids here,” Martinov said. 

Great coaches are essential, but what about facilities for the programs? 
LIU Hockey has a unique home at Northwell Health Ice Center, the 
official practice facility of the New York Islanders. 

“Right now, we’re working on trying to build some locker rooms over 
there [at Northwell Health Ice Center] to help make it a more permanent 
home, but between Northwell and Syosset Ice Works, we’ve had both 
facilities in use for our teams over the last three years,” Martinov said. 

While calling an NHL practice facility home is excellent, the biggest 
question we always get from readers is about the program’s future. 

Now, obviously, there are a lot of young programs out there, and one 
most closely related to LIU is Arizona State, a team that practiced and 
played at a rink very much similar to LIU, and now they have their own 
arena. 

So why can’t LIU have its own barn? 

“Well, I think anything’s possible. I think we’re trying to build a home at 
Northwell. But I think what I’ve realized is there’s a lot of interest by 
people on Long Island for hockey. I mean, is it possible? Sure, but it 
would take years for that to happen, probably. And I think with our 
relationship with Northwell, the idea is to build the locker rooms here and 
to be a great partner with them over the years. 

With that being said, that begs the question of LIU having any talks or 
negotiations of LIU Hockey trying to call the Nassau Coliseum home. 

On Thursday morning, news broke that Las Vegas Sands, the casino and 
resort company, has proposed a formal play to build a privately-funded, 
multibillion-dollar tourism destination on the site of Nassau Coliseum. 
Sands officials said the company has secured agreements and is 
pending approval by the Nassau County legislature. 

If the Las Vegas Sands deal does go through, we could still see Nassau 
Coliseum used as an event and concert venue. If that is so, maybe the 
current tenants, the Long Island Nets, the NBA G League affiliate of the 

Brooklyn Nets, and the New York Riptide, a team in the National 
Lacrosse League, are forced to leave Uniondale. 

Could LIU have had a future at the Coliseum before this recent 
development? Were there talks? 

“We did play women’s hockey there a couple of years ago. We played 
Wisconsin there in 2019. But for the sake of it, Northwell has been a 
great facility for us. So if it was at Nassau Coliseum, it would probably 
have to be like a unique event. Maybe like a college showcase or 
something, but I’m not sure we would just play there in the future unless 
it was a unique event,” Martinov said. 

Besides a new barn, the other big question surrounding LIU Hockey is 
when the men’s team will join a conference. It seems we’re mighty close 
to finding out, according to Martinov, and LIU might start their own 
conference. 

“Yeah, I mean, there are always conversations we’ve had different ones, 
and for the sake of confidentiality, there are teams that are very 
interested in it, teams not only in the tri-state, region footprint but also 
across the country, so I think everybody at LIU and others that are 
looking to create a conference, there are conversations that are going on, 
I think we feel like we’re close to something,” Martinov said. 

“But again, for the sake of those others that are involved, I’ll leave it at 
that.” 
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Islanders Beauvillier Shines Against Canadiens, Skill Still There  

Stefen Rosner5-7 minutes 15/01/2023 

Forward Anthony Beauvillier has struggled to be the consistent player 
that the New York Islanders thought he would become after drafting him 
28th overall in 2015. He’s hit the 20-goal mark once over his seven 
seasons on Long Island, but his speed and general manager Lou 
Lamoriello’s belief in him has kept him on Long Island. 

And a game like what we saw from Anthony Beauvillier against the 
Montreal Canadiens on Saturday night tells us that the 25-year-old isn’t 
lacking the skills to be a force for the Islanders. 

For Saturday, Beauvillier found himself on a new line, with head coach 
Lane Lambert dropping him down to Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s wing 
alongside Hudson Fasching. 

It was an opportunity for Beauvillier, who was on an eight-game goal 
drought, to get some more offensive looks, as Pageau and Fasching had 
been creating chances at a high rater over the last few games. 

And sure enough, six minutes into the contest, Beauvillier tapped home a 
juicy rebound for his ninth goal of the season. 

“You never really want to kick a monkey off your back,” Beauvillier said. 
“Never want to have one on your back, but it happens, and yeah, it 
definitely feels good to get on the scoresheet here.” 

That goal served as the eventual game-winner. 

Besides the goal, Beauvillier was all over the ice throughout the contest. 

The Quebec native had four shots on goal, five scoring chances, two 
being considered high-danger, and four hits in 15:31 TOI. He made 
intelligent decisions, not turning the puck over once, nor missing the net–
which has been his most significant issue. 

He was locked in. 

“He scored the game-winning goal. So that was…I mean…it was 
definitely a bonus,” Islanders head coach Lane Lambert said. “I thought 
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he played well. I thought that he was moving his feet, generating 
chances. And I did see a good game from him.” 

The “moving his feet” segment is something that Lambert does not see 
from Beauvillier on a nightly basis, and that’s his biggest asset. When he 
is moving his feet, he’s a dangerous forward, as speed can’t be taught. It 
also should never be absent, especially when the goals aren’t coming. 

At the very least, speed puts significant pressure on the opposition, 
whether on the forecheck, moving down the wing or on the back check. 

Lamoriello banked on his forward group, including Beauvillier, following a 
2021-22 season where changes certainly could have been made. 

Some players like Zach Parise, Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Mathew Barzal, 
and others have bounced back. 

Beauvillier, who finished last season with just 12 goals in 75 games, has 
struggled to make the most of his chances and play the responsible 
game Lambert and the Islanders need. 

But then you get games like Saturday, where Beauvillier shines and 
shows that he has the tools in his arsenal to contribute to this team more 
than he has. 

That’s not to say he’s going to pot 30 to 40 goals, but a 20-goal, 40-point 
player Beauvillier should be (Yoda voice). 

And yes, Montreal does not have a strong hockey club, and there’s a 
reason why they find themselves second-to-last in the Metropolitan 
Division. 

Maybe the strong showing was due to the adrenaline rush that comes 
with facing his hometown team. Performances like that haven’t come 
often for Beauvillier, but that doesn’t mean, with the right players, he 
can’t build on this performance and have a solid second half to his 
season. 

He looked much more comfortable in the bottom-six role alongside 
Pageau. 

“I thought it was good. Like we had some great plays, and we’re trying to 
find each other and feel each other off,” Beauvillier said. “Having Pageau 
down the middle, I feel like he’s so consistent, and you know what you’re 
getting out to him.” 

“So he’s talking a lot to us, and I thought we had a good game.” 

The main topic in the locker room was holding players accountable and 
challenging one another. 

“We believe in this group. We believe in one another,” Islanders captain 
Anders Lee said. “And sticking with each other, having each other’s 
backs, and demanding the best from the guy sitting next to you and 
yourself… It’s an accountability thing. And that’s what gives you 
success.” 

Right now, the Islanders’ offense has struggled with just 14 goals over 
their last seven games, which includes a six-goal performance against 
the Vancouver Canucks. The Islanders’ top scorer, Brock Nelson, is 
snakebitten with no goals over his previous 12 games, and the Islanders 
needed depth to come through a bit more to help counteract his 
struggles–which they did against Montreal. 

Until Anthony Beauvillier plays like he played Saturday night consistently, 
there’s no reason to believe that he is suddenly going to be a force again 
like he was from 2017 to 2020. 

But games like Saturday showcase his ability to be much more of a force 
than he has been over the last year and a half and that he still has it 
inside of him to play to a much higher level as we move forward. 

Islanders & Their Offensive Woes, Here’s What Lambert Said 
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Weekend NHL Rankings: A tipping point for the Avalanche … and maybe 
the Kraken? 

Sean McIndoe13-16 minutes 16/01/2023 

OK, now I’m worried. 

Anyone who has followed this column over the last few months knows 
the drill when it comes to the Colorado Avalanche. These are the long-
term rankings, it’s about who’s positioned for a Stanley Cup, and we 
don’t overreact to an unexpected win or loss here and there. The 
standings matter, but they’re not all that matters. The Avs are the most 
talented team in the league, they’ll get healthy, and they’ll be fine. 

Everyone … I’m starting to wonder about whether they’ll be fine. 

And no, this isn’t just about the Blackhawks game. Bad teams beat good 
teams all the time, and even historically bad teams beat championship-
caliber teams at least occasionally. As I’ve preached all year, one result 
doesn’t matter in the grand scheme of things. This goes deeper than that, 
as Peter described on Friday. They’ve been awful since the holidays, 
including losses to Chicago, Arizona and Florida. 

sooooooo 

when do we start worrying about the avalanche   

— dom   (@domluszczyszyn) January 13, 2023 

Now, Dom. We start worrying now. And we’ll use the bonus top five to 
outline a few reasons why. 

Top five reasons I’m officially worried about the Avalanche 

5. They might miss the playoffs — It could really happen. We’ve been 
hand-waving away the possibility all year, because they’re just too good. 
But right now, they’re on the outside looking in. They may be too far back 
of the top three in the Central to catch up, meaning it’s wild card or bust. 
Dom has them at about 70 percent odds. Other models are in the same 
range. which means they’re still far more likely than not to make up the 
ground. But 30 percent is a lot, especially when it comes to outcomes 
that are supposed to be impossible. And that’s just to get into the playoffs 
— if they make it as a wild card, that means a tough path through the 
conference, without home ice. That’s a rough journey for a supposed 
Cup favorite. 

4. They’re healthy enough that it’s not an excuse anymore — Yes, they 
miss Gabriel Landeskog. Valeri Nichushkin too. Ideally, the blue line 
would have Josh Manson and Bowen Byram. But Nathan MacKinnon is 
back. Mikko Rantanen hasn’t missed a game. Neither has Cale Makar, 
although he’s maybe just a little off. Devon Toews is fine, and the goalies 
have been available. Every team has injuries, and the Avs had more than 
their share. But now, they’re healthy enough, which is all any team can 
be at the midway mark. Injuries aren’t an excuse anymore. 

3. They lost to the Blackhawks — OK, I said it wasn’t just about the 
Hawks game. But good lord, how does that happen? How does a team in 
need of points go into Chicago and lose to a team that’s doing everything 
short of shooting the puck into their own net? This wasn’t a case of bad 
luck or getting goalied — the Hawks were the better team all night. The 
Hawks! 

Avs in trouble https://t.co/3bkGEZOjNT pic.twitter.com/e5ivQhvVTe 

— MoneyPuck.com (@MoneyPuckdotcom) January 13, 2023 

2. The narrative is about to change — The Blackhawks game feels like 
an inflection point. I haven’t been alone in my “the Avs will be fine” 
shrugging, but the ground was starting to shift ever-so-slightly even 
before this week. Now, we can expect a whole lot of “What’s wrong in 
Colorado?” stories. 

Maybe that won’t matter. Maybe it will even inspire the team to snap out 
of it. But while NHL teams don’t run on vibes, the atmosphere around a 
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team does matter. For the Avalanche, it’s mostly been one of quiet 
confidence all year. If that changes, a bad situation might get worse. 

1. We’ve seen this before — Despite everything I just wrote, the 
Avalanche actually missing the playoffs still feels extraordinarily unlikely. 
But I said pretty much the same thing about last year’s Golden Knights. I 
definitely said it about the 2016-17 Lightning, who played seven playoff 
rounds in two seasons and then stumbled to 94 points in a year when the 
cutoff was 95. Weird stuff happens in the modern, parity-stricken NHL. 
We can say that an outcome feels unlikely without dismissing it as 
impossible. 

And sure, it’s also very possible that we all look back on stuff like this in a 
few months and roll our eyes, because of course the Avalanche got back 
on track and had a deep playoff run. Maybe this is even the inflection 
point in the opposite direction, the moment that wakes up the sleeping 
giant. It sure looked like that on Saturday, when the Avs looked every bit 
like a champion with wounded pride and absolutely stomped the 
Senators 7-0. Maybe that was them sending the message that playtime 
is over. 

We’ll see. But for now, let’s get to the rankings, and yes, our first top five 
of the season that doesn’t include Colorado (but does include a brand 
new team). 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

The Buffalo Sabres: More than just Tage Thompson! 

5. Winnipeg Jets (29-14-1, +33 true goals differential*) — They’re in, 
even with last night’s uninspiring win. Look, if I’m going to spend the 
whole intro dumping on the Avalanche, then in theory that has to elevate 
the rest of the Central contenders. Dallas had a top-five spot last week, 
but a pair of losses opened the door for the Jets to pass them for the top 
spot in the division. I’m not completely sure that’s a good thing, because 
if the Avs are a wild card then maybe you’d rather finish second and play 
the wild. But for now, winning is good and the Jets have been knocking 
on the door for weeks. I’m going to let them in, at least temporarily. (Did 
they get bonus marks for still not having a shootout yet? No further 
questions.) 

4. Vegas Golden Knights (28-14-2, +19) — We’ll welcome them back to 
the top five after two weeks on the sidelines. The Kings and Kraken both 
look good these days, but the Oilers and Flames are still mostly 
sputtering, so on balance I don’t think the Pacific is looking any tougher. 
Vegas isn’t exactly rolling right now, but they’re putting up points, and I 
still have them as my division favorite. But only barely, and we’ll get to 
that down below… 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning (27-13-1, +27) — Yes, it’s the Lightning back in 
the top five, replacing the Leafs. It’s pretty much a coin flip, but the news 
in Toronto this week including the team admitting that Auston Matthews 
has a lingering injury and more up-and-down goaltending. When it’s this 
close and I’m predicting long-term success, I’ll nod to the recent champs 
who’ve won three straight and 12 of 16. But hey, isn’t it fun that we’re 
halfway through the season and already have Tampa and Toronto locked 
into a first-round playoff matchup? 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (27-9-8, +20) — They snapped a four-game losing 
streak this week, one that had seen them give up an uncharacteristic 18 
goals. One of those losses came against the Devils, so the top of the 
Atlantic is very much back in play. For now, though, favorite status still 
belongs to Carolina, even as they’re losing shootouts to the Canucks. 

Also, apparently, Freddie Andersen is getting bored. 

1. Boston Bruins (33-5-4, +29) — The home streak is over, but they 
responded well on Saturday, hosting Toronto in a game that was widely 
described as having a playoff feel, which is to say the Leafs lost. More 
importantly, there were reports that progress is being made with the 
David Pastrnak extension. At the rate he’s going, the sky’s the limit. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Seattle Kraken — Admit it, Kraken fans. When you saw me 
say the Avs were finally out of the top five, you thought about it, right? 

Here’s the thing: I did too. 

We talked about how the Avalanche losing to the Blackhawks on 
Thursday felt like a tipping point moment, where fans around the league 
would finally start to accept that Colorado could miss the playoffs. But 
there was another tipping point game that night, and it came in Boston. 
The Kraken did what nobody else in the league has been able to do, 
beating the Bruins in regulation on their home ice. 

The Bruins are the best team in the league, by a mile, and the Kraken 
walked into their building a shut them out with Martin Jones. It was their 
seventh-straight win, a streak that continued on Saturday when they 
absolutely embarrassed Chicago. They’re threatening to lead the entire 
league in scoring. The five-on-five numbers are elite. They’re great 
defensively. 

Also, the goaltending is iffy, the penalty kill is awful, and they’re shooting 
12.6 percent as a team, which is unsustainable unless they play the 
Blackhawks every night. There are some warning lights on the 
dashboard. What, you thought a second-year expansion team was going 
morph all the way into the 1970s Habs? 

Still, what’s happening in Seattle is beyond impressive. I’ve already 
prepared my “I’m sorry I thought you’d get fired” apology card for coach 
Dave Hakstol, which I’ll be mailing out right after Lindy Ruff gets his. And 
with the Pacific looking the way it does, a playoff spot feels safe. Maybe 
it’s already locked up. 

So we have to get our heads around the Kraken being a playoff team. 
Sure, most of us can do that. But what about the next question: Are these 
guys legitimate Cup contenders? 

Our old pal Ryan Clark went into some detail on that question last week, 
and it’s an interesting read. The kicker comes from Craig Button, who 
says the Kraken aren’t a real threat until they get a new goaltender. 
That’s hard to do in the middle of a season, but maybe not as hard as 
we’re led to believe. It makes the Kraken a very interesting team to watch 
in the lead up to the trade deadline. GM Ron Francis has approached 
building this team with a patient plan, but he has an opportunity here and 
a bunch of extra picks to work with. And he might have a real Cup 
contender. I’m not quite sure yet, but I’m getting there. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

If you missed it, the second edition of the Tank Index dropped last week. 
The idea there isn’t to list the teams that are most likely to finish last — 
that’s what the bottom five is for. Instead, we’re trying to figure out which 
team could get significantly worse if they chose to. And let’s just say, I 
think a lot of teams are making that choice right now. 

Also, while the Canucks continue to spin their wheels outside of the 
bottom five, it feels like this Tanner Pearson injury story is getting ugly. 
Jim Rutherford is scheduled to address the media this morning, so let’s 
see where this goes. 

5. San Jose Sharks (13-23-8, -31) — If you scan down the records for 
the bottom five teams, you’ll see that the Sharks are winning at the same 
abysmal rate as everyone else. Their problem, from a lottery odds 
perspective, is that they’re getting too many loser points — more than 
anyone in the league except for Calgary. The Flames are chasing a wild-
card spot, so they’re happy to bank the extra points. But it’s a bad habit 
for the Sharks, given what’s waiting at the end of the season. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (12-27-4, -80) — They’re back in it, narrowing the gap 
with Chicago and Columbus this week. Both of those teams have games 
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in hand, which is a good thing for Anaheim under the circumstances. 
Meanwhile, Eric’s midseason grades are about as grim as you’d expect. 

3. Columbus Blue Jackets (13-27-2, -58) — They almost blew a 4-0 lead 
against the Red Wings. But almost doesn’t count, so they’ll enjoy a win 
that was powered by a Patrik Laine hat trick. 

Remember when we used to think Laine would be a slam dunk 50-goal 
guy? He’s now two away from getting number 50 … in his three seasons 
as a Blue Jacket. He’s had trouble staying healthy, and there are 
certainly times when he flashes that talent we were all in awe of when he 
was scoring 44 as a teenager. It’s just another reminder than you never 
know with young players, even when they’ve shown you that they can 
dominate at the NHL level. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (13-25-5, -42) — They’ve lost nine in a row, all in 
regulation, and I’m just going to go ahead and say: I don’t think they’re 
making the playoffs. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (11-26-4, -58) — Patrick Kane is back, so we can 
fire up the trade speculation again. Meanwhile, let’s check in with Mark 
and see how the team is doing now that… 

This is the greatest tank game in the history of tanks. We'll be writing oral 
histories about tonight when the Blackhawks win the 2035 Stanley Cup. 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) January 15, 2023 

Not ranked: Philadelphia Flyers — Flyers fans, where are we at? 

The team has won seven of their last eight. They’ve beaten good teams, 
including the Sabres, Caps, Kings and Devils. They’ve also banked 
regulation wins over teams like the Coyotes, Ducks and Blue Jackets, 
helping those teams along in the lottery race. 

Is this good? 

In theory, sure. Wins are better than losses, or so I’ve been told. John 
Tortorella wasn’t given much to work with, but he’s doing what he always 
does, which is to squeeze as much as possible out of what he has. He 
looks like he’s going to get this team as far as it will go. 

Unfortunately, that seems like it’s going to be right into the mushy middle. 
Too far from dead last to have any real shot at Connor Bedard, but 
nowhere near the playoffs. 

So Flyer fans, talk to me. Are you in a bad mood, hurling C batteries at 
the standings page? Or are you happy with how things are going, which 
is to say you’re underhand tossing AAA batteries instead? Is this team 
exceeding your expectations, or is this the worst-case scenario? 
Because from the outside looking in, it feels like it might somehow be 
both at the same time. 
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NHL99: Denis Potvin’s heated rivalry with Rangers fans still echoes 

Ian Mendes17-21 minutes 16/01/2023 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

When Denis Potvin looks back on his career, he doesn’t have too many 
regrets. 

After all, the defenseman’s resume is as complete as any player of the 
modern era. 

A first overall draft pick. 

Three Norris Trophies. 

Four Stanley Cup championships. 

Retiring as the all-time leader in goals and points for a defenseman. 

And a first-ballot Hockey Hall of Famer. 

But if Potvin was allowed to be greedy, he admits one more Stanley Cup 
championship would have been his ultimate wish. 

“I would have liked to have Stanley Cup No. 5 — just to go along with my 
jersey number,” Potvin says. 

Instead, Potvin has to make do with four Stanley Cup rings, which is 
somewhat fitting in its own right. Because when he burst onto the scene 
as a prodigy with the Ottawa 67’s, he immediately drew comparisons to a 
famous No. 4. 

“My first game with the 67’s, we played against Niagara Falls. And the 
next day — just because I played my first game as a 14-year-old — the 
newspaper headline read, ‘The Next Bobby Orr,'” Potvin says. “So I felt 
that expectation was there all the time. The media would always remind 
me. Yes, the pressure was there, I knew it.” 

But following Orr’s footsteps was an impossible task. The Bruins 
defenseman won eight consecutive Norris Trophies, three Hart Trophies 
a pair of scoring titles and essentially re-wrote the record book, ushering 
in a new era for defensemen. 

“With Orr, we’re talking about the GOAT of hockey,” says Potvin. “So for 
years I tried to tell people, ‘Look, I’m not Bobby Orr. We play a very 
different kind of game.'” 

Potvin, who comes in at No. 19 on our list of the greatest players of the 
modern era of the NHL, tried to differentiate himself by adding a nasty, 
physical dimension to his game. 

As a high school football player, Potvin craved the physical nature of 
being a fullback. 

“I loved going right through the middle of the line,” says Potvin. 

His promising football career was cut short when he decided to focus on 
hockey full time with the Ottawa 67’s. But the teenage Potvin brought the 
football mentality with him to the ice. 

“Look at my stat line in my last year in juniors,” says Potvin. “People 
would always ask me, ‘How on earth did you score 123 points with 232 
minutes in penalties?” 

Potvin brought that rare combination of skill and toughness to the NHL. In 
the 1978-79 season, he followed Orr as only the second defenseman to 
cross the 100-point plateau in a single season. His world-class vision and 
silky smooth hands were on display on a nightly basis. 

“I think I was best at passing the puck. I could make those 100-foot 
passes to Bryan Trottier and Mike Bossy,” says Potvin. “That was the 
Doug Harvey aspect of my game.” 

But even as he was racking up points and Norris Trophies, Potvin kept a 
blue collar aspect to his game. 

“I brought a certain amount of intimidation to my game. And it served me 
well,” says Potvin. “It gave me a little more room. I loved to hit.” 

And there is one hit Potvin delivered during the 1978-79 season that still 
echoes inside Madison Square Garden. 

More than 40 years later, Ulf Nilsson doesn’t hold a grudge over the 
controversial hit that ignited a rivalry. 

“It wasn’t a brutal hit at all. It was just normal body contact,” Nilsson told 
The Athletic in a recent phone interview. 

The crosstown rivals met on Feb. 25, 1979, at Madison Square Garden, 
with both clubs carrying Stanley Cup aspirations. The upstart Islanders 
were sitting in second place in the overall standings with 86 points. The 
Rangers trailed them by 14 points in the Patrick Division, but found 
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themselves with a sudden injection of talent for the 1978-79 season with 
the splashy additions of Nilsson and his linemate Anders Hedberg from 
the Winnipeg Jets of the WHA. The high-scoring Swedish duo bolted to 
sign free-agent contracts in the NHL in the spring of 1978. At a time 
when salaries were not publicly disclosed, Nilsson and Hedberg were 
rumored to be the two highest-paid players in the NHL. 

Entering action on that fateful evening, Nilsson was the Rangers’ leading 
scorer with 65 points in 48 games. 

With just under two minutes remaining in the first period that night, 
Nilsson carried the puck into the Islanders’ zone, racing down the left 
wing side on a two-on-one. His pass — intended for Hedberg, who was 
streaking toward Islanders goalie Chico Resch — was blocked by 
defenseman Dave Lewis. The puck ricocheted to the corner boards, 
where Nilsson and Potvin would meet. 

Potvin delivered a thunderous bodycheck that sent Nilsson crashing to 
the ice. 

“That was a solid, shoulder-to-shoulder hit,” says Potvin. 

As Nilsson fell, however, his right ankle buckled awkwardly. He lay on the 
ice writhing in pain and needed help from a pair of Rangers teammates 
to leave the ice. He was then transported to a hospital, where it was 
discovered that he fractured the lower end of his fibula and tore a deltoid 
ligament. 

Both Potvin and Nilsson suggested the poor conditions on the ice at 
Madison Square Garden played a major role in the catastrophic injury. 
The arena hosted a New York Knicks-New Jersey Nets NBA game the 
previous day, leaving the ice in a suboptimal state. 

“I think it could have been a factor,” Nilsson says. “It was a difficult 
situation for the ice makers back then.” 

“Everybody who played at Madison Square Garden knew the ice was not 
good. They have so many events,” adds Potvin. “When Ulf saw me 
coming, he tried to pivot. But his foot got caught in a rut. And that’s what 
happened to his ankle. He was clear about it from day one. He tried to 
tell people it wasn’t a dirty hit. It didn’t matter.” 

For the rest of that evening, fans booed him every time he touched the 
puck. 

“Absolutely, they were yelling ‘Potvin sucks’ that night,” says Potvin. 

Nilsson would miss the remainder of the regular season and most of the 
playoffs with the injury. 

“The broken bone actually healed in six weeks,” says Nilsson. “It was the 
ligament damage that took much longer.” 

But what many fans forget is that the Rangers exacted revenge on Potvin 
and the Islanders that spring. Still playing without Nilsson, the Rangers 
upset the Islanders in the Stanley Cup semifinals. It was a stunning loss 
for the Islanders, who finished first overall in the NHL standings and 25 
points ahead of Rangers in the Patrick Division. Potvin garnered 101 
points and his third Norris Trophy, but his finest NHL season ended with 
a whimper. 

The Islanders’ high-octane trio of Potvin, Trottier and Bossy were held to 
just one goal apiece in the series. The Rangers pulled off six-game upset 
without Nilsson, who remained sidelined into the third round of the 
playoffs. 

Nilsson then shocked the hockey world by returning for Game 1 of the 
Stanley Cup Final against Montreal. His surprise appearance sparked a 
4-1 Rangers victory over the three-time defending champions in the 
series opener at the Montreal Forum. Nilsson’s ankle, however, held up 
for only one more game. When the series returned to Madison Square 
Garden, Nilsson couldn’t play and the Canadiens cruised to a five-game 
victory. 

“It’s hard to say if we would have won because Montreal had such a 
good team,” Nilsson says when asked what difference he could have 

made if fully healthy. “But the ligaments in my ankle just weren’t good 
enough.” 

But Rangers fans were only starting to scratch the surface of their hatred 
for Potvin. 

“What happened in 1979 is that Ulf didn’t come back the way he should 
have and they lost to Montreal in the Final,” says Potvin. “But what really 
made it worse was that for four years after that, we played the Rangers in 
the playoffs. And we beat them every time and went on to the Stanley 
Cup Final. And that period is what really cemented the ‘Potvin sucks’ 
chant.” 

At the height of the Rangers-Islanders rivalry in the 1980s, Denis Potvin 
had a unique game day routine at Madison Square Garden. 

Instead of staying with his teammates at the New York Statler Hotel 
across the street from the arena, Potvin opted to seek refuge inside 
Madison Square Garden. He did not want to risk coming in contact with 
any irate Rangers fans. 

So he would take his customary game-day nap on the floor inside the 
visitor’s dressing room at Madison Square Garden. Potvin would roll up 
his pants and socks to serve as a makeshift pillow, trading the luxurious 
accommodations of a high-end hotel for a nap on the floor. 

“The only place I felt safe was in the dressing room,” Potvin says. 

Rangers fans were upset because Nilsson’s career was not quite the 
same after the hit. He played only 121 more games in the NHL, 
amassing 103 points and never playing another full season. He walked 
away at the age of 33 following the 1982-83 campaign. 

“After four tough years in Winnipeg, I didn’t have much juice left in my 
body,” says Nilsson. 

As Nilsson’s career was on a downward trajectory, Potvin and the 
Islanders were ascending — and trouncing the Rangers in the process. 

In 1981, they swept the Rangers in the Stanley Cup semifinals. 

In 1982, they eliminated them in six games in the second round. 

In 1983 — en route to their fourth consecutive Stanley Cup title — the 
Islanders once again knocked out their crosstown rivals in six games in 
the second round. 

And for good measure, they eliminated the Rangers in the opening round 
in 1984, courtesy of a series-ending overtime winner from Ken Morrow in 
a winner-take-all Game 5. 

Each time the Islanders paid a visit to Madison Square Garden, the 
Rangers faithful ensured Potvin never forgot his hit on Nilsson. 

Potvin recalls one night in particular when he narrowly escaped a serious 
injury during the national anthem. “They turned the lights down and they 
had Patti LuPone, the Broadway singer, out to do the anthem,” he says. 
“We take off our helmets and I felt something whizz right past my ear. 
When the lights came back on, I looked down and saw what it was. It 
was a nine-volt battery.” 

Islanders fans did their part to defend Potvin whenever they were back at 
Nassau Coliseum. After the Islanders captured their first Stanley Cup in 
1980, their fans started to mock the Rangers’ prolonged championship 
drought. 

Chants of “Nineteen-Forty, Nineteen-Forty” would rain down from the 
stands, a reminder of the Rangers’ last Stanley Cup in 1940. 

In the club’s first regular-season meeting of the 1979-80 season at 
Nassau Coliseum — just nine months after the Potvin-Nilsson hit — 
things spilled over in a memorable fashion. Islanders fans of a certain 
vintage affectionately refer to Nov. 13, 1979, as “Double Chili Night.” 

The Islanders were running a season-long promotion in conjunction with 
a local Wendy’s restaurant. Islanders fans were able to get a free bowl of 
chili if the home team scored at least six goals. The Islanders easily 
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reached that plateau on this evening and were holding an 8-2 lead over 
the Rangers after 40 minutes of play. With the free chili already secured, 
a Wendy’s executive in attendance authorized a one-time amendment to 
the promotion. 

“They announce inside the building that if we score 10 goals against the 
Rangers, everybody gets double the chili,” Potvin says. 

Walt Tkaczuk scored just 33 seconds into the third period, putting the 
Islanders just one goal away from the double-chilli giveaway. 

“And guess who got the 10th goal?” asks Potvin, laughing. 

He scored at the 12:07 mark of the third period, emphatically raising and 
pumping his right arm in the air. It was a celebration that was probably 
not commensurate with the 10-3 score, but Potvin understood the 
significance of his goal. The scoreboard inside Nassau Coliseum flashed 
the words “Double Chili” to the excitement of the crowd. 

But the double chili-clinching goal wasn’t Potvin’s favorite regular-season 
moment against the Rangers. That came on Dec. 20, 1985, when he 
broke Orr’s record for career points by a defenseman. With a first-period 
assist on a Bossy goal at Madison Square Garden, Potvin passed Orr 
with career point No. 916. 

A United Press International account of the moment stated that “a portion 
of the Madison Square Garden crowd — usually hostile to the captain of 
the archrival Islanders — stood and applauded Potvin, but many of the 
17,409 in attendance booed the feat. Later, an organized obscene chant 
was directed at Potvin.” 

“I did it right in their backyard,” says Potvin. “I was so motivated for those 
games. I wanted to play my best hockey. That’s the only way you can 
answer them.” 

By 1985, Rangers fans could even purchase a vinyl record of a song 
entitled “Potvin Sucks” by a garage band named Bobby NYSE and The 
Scrotums. But when Phil Esposito took over as Rangers general 
manager in the summer of 1986, one of his first orders of business was 
to try and take down the temperature around Potvin. 

“Phil came in and he banned the dimming of the lights during the 
anthem,” says Potvin. “It was a safety thing.” 

The organist also stopped playing “Let’s Go Band” inside Madison 
Square Garden, as the Rangers were hoping it would discourage fans 
from chanting “Potvin sucks.” But that didn’t deter the Blueshirt faithful. 
They simply found a workaround solution, as fans would whistle the 
same tune during a quiet moment in the game, allowing the tradition to 
continue, despite the organist no longer participating. 

The chant continued even after Potvin retired following the 1987-88 
campaign. And when the legendary defenseman returned to Madison 
Square Garden as a Florida Panthers broadcaster in the 1990s, Rangers 
fans peppered him with verbal insults. And visitor’s broadcasters were 
set up inside the main arena bowl, meaning Potvin was easily accessible. 

“There were so many close confrontations with Rangers fans,” Potvin 
says. “They were yelling and screaming obscenities at me. And I wanted 
to jump over the railing and go after them.” 

Things got so testy and heated that the Rangers decided to make an 
exception when Potvin was part of the visiting broadcast team. 

“Finally, John Davidson invited our broadcast team into the upstairs area 
where the home team did theirs,” Potvin explained. “So when the 
Panthers came to town, Jeff Rimmer and I went up there where nobody 
could bother me.” 

To this day, the “Potvin sucks” chant continues inside Madison Square 
Garden at every Rangers home game. One fan will usually lead the 
charge with a loud, shrill whistle in the melody of “Let’s Go Band,” and 
Rangers fans instinctually end the final three notes by screaming “Potvin 
sucks.” In 2019, Phish ended one of their Madison Square Garden 
concerts by leading the crowd into the chant. This season, the chant 

could even be heard inside the tiny confines of Mullet Arena in Tempe, 
Ariz. When New York paid a visit to the Coyotes at the end of October, 
there were so many Rangers fans in attendance they started the chant 
on the road. 

“I’m really surprised it’s still going, but that shows how committed the 
fans are to their team,” says Nilsson. “And I think they were so frustrated 
that Potvin was such a great player.” 

In March 2022, Denis Potvin was enjoying a beer on the patio after 
finishing a round of golf. 

One of his playing partners that day was a lifelong Rangers fan by the 
name of James Lyman. 

“How do you handle all that ‘Potvin sucks’ stuff?” Lyman asked Potvin. 

For years, Potvin has always had a standard answer. 

“They’re not saying ‘Potvin sucks.’ I think they’re yelling ‘Potvin’s Cups,'” 
he would often say with a laugh. Potvin would usually hold up four fingers 
when answering the question, reminding the person of his four Stanley 
Cup rings. 

But Potvin tried a different answer to Lyman’s query. He had toyed 
around with the idea of launching a clothing line for a while. “I would 
always think about Ralph Lauren. He’s got those socks with the polo 
player and the horse,” says Potvin. “So I kept thinking there was 
something there.” 

So on this day, Potvin blurted out a different answer. He told Lyman, 
“They’re not saying ‘Potvin sucks. I think they’re yelling ‘Potvin’s socks.'” 

Lyman was confused. 

So then Potvin told him about his idea to launch a spoof line of socks. 

Lyman actually thought it was a brilliant idea. “I could do that for you,” 
Lyman told Potvin. “My company does boxing equipment, T-shirts, 
gloves, whatever. I can do your socks.” 

Potvin had the idea and Lyman had the expertise to bring it to market. 

“The partnership was laid right there,” says Potvin. 

On Oct. 26 of last year, the Islanders had Potvin on the ice prior to their 
home game against the Rangers. As the Islanders were celebrating their 
50th anniversary season, it was the perfect night to launch “Potvin 
Socks.” 

“So I’m out there throwing the socks and people are going nuts,” says 
Potvin. “So I see a section full of Rangers fans. I start throwing them a 
few pairs and guess what? None of them threw the socks back. So I 
guess it was a success.” 

Potvin and Lyman launched the “Potvin Socks” website in 2022 and have 
been trying to keep up with the demand. “We’re selling socks like crazy,” 
Potvin says. Several items are listed as sold out on the website, including 
one of the No. 5 ball caps — which have the words “You Suck” printed 
across the back. 

Potvin says he believes the chant bearing his name will continue to ring 
out at Madison Square Garden in the years to come — albeit with a twist. 

“I absolutely think that it will keep going,” says Potvin. “But it will 
eventually become ‘Potvin Socks.'” 

In a funny twist, Nilsson’s son Michael has actually crossed paths with 
Lyman at a golf course in the New York area. Nilsson says his son heard 
about the new line of socks and talked about potentially buying a pair for 
his father. Nilsson has never held a grudge toward Potvin and the two 
men have actually met on several occasions over the years. 

But would Ulf Nilsson actually consider wearing a pair of Potvin Socks? 

“No, I don’t think so,” Nilsson says with a laugh. “I don’t think they look 
very nice.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / On day of Odjick's death, Bear scores goal that 'was 
meant to be' 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnetJanuary 16, 2023, 12:35 AM 
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RALEIGH, N.C. – It is likely that few Indigenous players who have made 
it to the National Hockey League felt the indulgent luxury of playing for 
themselves. 

Often, they represent something bigger, something more than 
themselves. Many are role models, links between the First Nations 
trailblazers who overcame enormous odds and obstacles and played 
before them, and all the Indigenous kids watching them now and 
dreaming that anything is possible. 

Three decades ago, when Gino Odjick was early in his second season 
with the Vancouver Canucks, he scored on a penalty shot against the 
Calgary Flames on Hockey Night in Canada. As a young reporter with 
The Vancouver Sun, I remember talking to one of Gino’s friends, who 
said when the puck went past Mike Vernon it was like the entire 
Algonquin reserve of Kitigan Zibi, where Odjick grew up near Maniwaki, 
Que., bounced. 

There may have been another bounce Sunday on the Ochapowace 
Nation reserve in Eastern Saskatchewan when Ethan Bear, who has re-
energized his NHL career with the Canucks, scored late in the second 
period to launch Vancouver back from a 2-0 deficit and towards an 
improbable 4-3 shootout victory against an elite Carolina Hurricanes 
team that started the game 24 points ahead in the standings. 

Bear’s goal came against the team that traded him to the Canucks in 
October, which is why the defenceman dropped to one knee and pumped 
his fist a couple of times upon scoring. 

But it also came not long after news spilled across the internet that 
Odjick, who had been mentoring Bear this season, had died in 
Vancouver of a heart attack after battling for nearly nine years a rare 
blood disorder that was supposed to kill him within a few months of its 
diagnosis back in 2014. Odjick was 52 years old. 

Bear, who is 25 and was keenly aware as a kid of Odjick-the-player, did 
not learn of Odjick’s death until Canucks trainer Brian (Red) Hamilton told 
him a few minutes after players came off the ice jubilant following Elias 
Pettersson’s one-handed shootout winner. 

“I got a little teary-eyed after Red told me,” Bear said. “It was really 
emotional, definitely tough.” 

Odjick asked to meet Bear when the Hurricanes visited Vancouver on 
Oct. 24. Bear was healthy-scratched, as he was for every Carolina game 
this season while the team looked for a trading partner. 

“I got to sit with him and chat and that was pretty cool,” Bear said 
Sunday. “He knew the kind of player I was, and he knew I was working 
hard and I had a lot to prove in this league. There's just so much that I've 
gone through that not many players have had to go through. He really 
helped me just stay motivated. 

“He would always message me and stuff like that. If I was playing well 
(or) if I needed to step it up, he was always there to give some little 
advice. That’s all you can ask for. This league, as hard as it is, every day 
you try to get better. But some days are harder than others and it’s 
always nice to have someone to look up to, who’s been through it as 
well, to support you. I’m definitely going to miss him.” 

Four days after that meeting in the Canucks alumni suite at Rogers 
Arena, Bear was traded to Vancouver. He said the 27 years between him 
and Odjick didn’t matter. 

“Everybody knew who Gino Odjick was growing up,” he said. “He was 
definitely one of the first Indigenous players to make a trail for the rest of 
us. Whenever you lose a legend like that, someone who’s honestly a big 
influence on the native community, it’s tough, right?” 

Bear’s goal at 17:52 of the second period, on a weighted pass from 
Andrei Kuzmenko, was followed by J.T. Miller’s tying goal at 7:35 of the 
third. And after Sebastian Aho scored what seemed like a sure winning 
goal for Carolina on a breakaway at 17:08, Brock Boeser tied it again 
with 17 seconds remaining on a rebound from Bo Horvat, who was 
beautifully set up in the slot by Kuzmenko. 

So on the day Odjick died, Bear scored the goal that started his team's 
comeback. 

“And that's literally why I was crying,” he said. “It's like, you can't make 
this up, you know what I mean? Everything happens for a reason in this 
world.” 

The goal, that night — sadness and joy — will become more precious 
with age. It’s now in Bear’s heart, which is also what Gino was about. 

Sure, most hockey fans love a heavyweight who will fight for his team 
and teammates. But Odjick’s immense popularity in B.C. was more 
broadly rooted. His earnestness and honesty could overwhelm you. He 
was genuine, instantly disarming. He never lost his natural goodness or 
became cynical. 

“I know it's a really sad day for British Columbians and Canuck fans and 
everything else,” coach Bruce Boudreau said. “He was such a big part of 
the Canucks and we'll miss him. We have a great night here but at the 
same time, it's very sad overall for Canuck fans. We lost a great Canuck, 
maybe one of the greatest. . . not for scoring but for popularity, doing 
what he had to do. What a tough job he had when he played. It's a sad 
day for that.” 

It was probably both joyous and sad for Boudreau, too. 

Canuck players are conditioned to a lot of noise in the market. But they’re 
not stupid; they hear the reports about the management pursuing Rick 
Tocchet to replace Boudreau. They’ve been aware since the season 
began about the disconnect between Boudreau and Jim Rutherford, the 
hockey operations president who inherited the coach, and they know how 
those strained relationships usually end. 

And yet, after four straight losses and down two goals on the road 
against a Stanley Cup contender, Canuck players were still sliding in 
front of pucks, urgently trying to come back and, at the end, celebrating 
like the win meant something. 

It certainly meant something to Boudreau. 

“They play hard because, you know, we're all in it together,” he said. “I 
don't know, they're a good group. They're a good group, they want to win. 
I've been saying this all along. It doesn't work all the time, but they come 
to play and they come to win. I'm happy and proud that they work hard 
for me.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Kirby Dach displays offensive progress in win 
over Rangers 

Eric Engels | @EricEngelsJanuary 15, 2023, 10:02 PM 

 

7–9 minutes 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 16, 2023 

 

Kirby Dach put his head down, picked up his stride and put himself in 
position as an outlet option in case the 2-on-1 the Canadiens had just 
given up failed and could be transitioned into offence.  

When it did, the 6-foot-4, 212-pound forward got his big legs churning 
back down the right wing. As he reached the offensive zone, he looked 
for a pass from Cole Caufield that never came. When it instead went to 
Christian Dvorak, Dach slowed his progress to keep himself available, 
and he put the blade of his stick down for the pass he was anticipating 
after seeing the seam between him and Dvorak open right up. 

With a quick flick of his wrists, upon receiving the puck from Dvorak, 
Dach pushed the puck off the post and into the net behind New York 
Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin to give the Canadiens their first 1-0 
lead in 10 games.  

It was his eighth goal of the season, his career-high 27th point, and with 
it being recorded in just his 44th game only further defies the logic 
Chicago Blackhawks GM Kyle Davidson surely subscribed to as he 
justified trading him to Montreal this past summer.  

Davidson hadn’t fully soured on Dach, despite the player’s failure to 
produce more than 26 points in a season since being drafted third overall 
in 2019. He knew Dach had the awareness he used on his all-important 
goal in Montreal’s 2-1 win over the Rangers on Sunday. He was aware 
he had the size, the range, the skating ability and even the strong 
defensive presence he displayed throughout the rest of Sunday’s game.  

And months before Davidson pulled the trigger on the draft-floor trade 
that brought first- and third-round picks in 2022 back to Chicago, he told 
he Athletic’s Mark Lazerus, “I still hold a lot of promise for Kirby.”  

“He’s got some tools that you cannot teach,” Davidson continued. “He’s 
got some abilities that you really covet. The way I always try to look at it 
is if Kirby Dach, that package, was on another team, we would really 
want that. We would really want that package in our organization.” 

But Davidson opted for something else because he, like others working 
for the Blackhawks, didn’t believe Dach would necessarily fulfill his 
offensive promise to merit keeping him during the rebuilding process he 
was committing to. 

The same piece Lazerus put out on Apr. 5 of 2022 had this quote in it 
from Derek King, who was coaching the Blackhawks on an interim basis 
before he was replaced last summer by former Canadiens associate 
coach Luke Richardson. 

“I think (Dach is) still untapped,” said King. “There’s offence there. Is he 
going to put up Patrick Kane numbers? I hope he does, but I just don’t 
see that coming. But he can be a solid two-way centreman and can put 
some numbers up. It’s not going to be off the charts, but this is something 
we’ll have to keep building on for him. Sometimes it’s hard for those 
young guys to accept that they’re only going to get 40 points in a year, 
not 60 or 70.” 

That Dach never did is part of what made the risk Canadiens GM Kent 
Hughes took to acquire him worth it.  

He moved promising young defenceman Alexander Romanov to the New 
York Islanders to acquire the first-round pick he sent to Chicago, and he 
signed Dach to a four-year, $13.45-million contract on Sept. 7— before 
the Fort Saskatchewan, AB., native had even stepped on the ice in a 
Canadiens jersey. Doing all that for a player resigned to being a 40-point 
checker wouldn’t have made all that much sense.  

Dach began anew with the Canadiens hoping to prove two wrist injuries 
and a shoulder problem had played the largest roles in his inability to find 
consistency through his first three seasons in Chicago. And after 
producing three points in his first 10 games, he joined Cole Caufield and 
Nick Suzuki on a line and managed 14 points over his next 13 games.  

Then Dach returned to Chicago and buried the game-winner in a 
shootout for the Canadiens to emphasize he possessed the offensive 
ability the Blackhawks didn’t feel he’d ever capitalize on.  

Days before Dach stole the show in the windy city, Canadiens coach 
Martin St. Louis said, “If you give up on a 21-year-old, in hockey or 
anything else, I think that you probably don't have a lot of patience. You 
might not have the full picture or a growth mindset.” 

“At 21, you're still so young,” St. Louis continued. “Kirby was the NHL's 
third-overall pick three years ago. What did I see? I saw a third overall 
pick. His assets and everything, his height and reach.” 

Despite a slight dip in production, which coincided with dips for many of 
his Canadiens teammates from Dec. 19-Jan. 5, Dach has displayed them 
throughout his time in Montreal.  

And if not for Samuel Montembeault, who made 39 saves in his second 
game in less than 24 hours—and Cole Caufield, who added the 26th goal 
of his season to his first assist since late November—he would’ve been 
considered the player of Sunday’s game.  

Dach’s goal broke the ice 4:54 into the second period, just 41 seconds 
into Montreal’s second power play of the game. It was one of four shots 
he had on net.  

He blocked three at the other end, had a great takeaway from Jacob 
Trouba to break up a Rangers rush at one point, was responsible for 
several successful zone exits and entries and he recorded a hit through 
nearly 17 minutes of hard play at the centre position.  

“He’s got a game where he’s able to control the game a little bit,” St. 
Louis told reporters at Madison Square Garden afterwards. “He’s got a 
lot of poise in space. Even in not a lot of space got poise. In space he’s 
obviously very creative. He can cover a lot of ice with his size and reach. 
We’ve all been intrigued: Can he play centre in this league? At 21, I don’t 
think any of us were going to say he wasn’t going to be a centre.  

“Sometimes circumstances make you really have to take a look at that 
now—not that we haven’t throughout the season, and we’re kind of 
forced into it now (with Sean Monahan and Jake Evans injured)—and I 
thought he gave us a really good game.” 

It was the game the Canadiens needed from Dach after losing Evans in 
the loss to the Islanders on Saturday.  

That he surpassed his previous career-high in points in the contest and is 
now one shy of his best in the goals category—with 38 games 
remaining—shows he’s got more than just potential when it comes to 
producing offence.  

Dach may not be a 60- or 70-point player between Mike Hoffman and 
Josh Anderson, whom he pivoted during Sunday’s game, but his ability to 
be a highly productive centre is much less in doubt than it was before he 
arrived with the Canadiens.  

How he completed Suzuki and Caufield’s line offers part of the evidence. 
And how Dach has looked at centre in the games he’s played there since 
the start of the season offers the rest.  

The goal Dach scored against the Rangers was his third over his last six 
games, and there will surely be more of them coming as this season rolls 
along. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dubois continues to shine as Jets take down Coyotes 
before five-game trip 
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WINNIPEG - It’s hard to imagine Pierre-Luc Dubois making a grander 
entrance into the Bell Centre, at least as a member of the visiting team. 
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As the Winnipeg Jets get set to play their only game this season in La 
Belle Province, Dubois is clearly going to be under the interrogation lamp 
in both official languages. 

Reporters will be hanging on his every word in both English and French, 
searching for clues about what Dubois’ future intentions might be. 

The Montreal Canadiens are certainly hoping that Connor Bedard lands 
in their laps in the 2023 NHL Draft, but it’s hard to imagine Dubois not 
being an object of their desire when it comes to a potential offseason 
trade as they look to accelerate the rebuilding plan. 

Dubois, who is a restricted free agent this summer who can potentially 
become a UFA in the summer of 2024, is an engaging fellow and he 
knows what’s coming, but you can expect him to defer all talk of the 
future as the Jets open a season-long five-game road trip. 

That won’t stop the speculation, but that’s not Dubois’ concern. 

He lives in the moment and will work on his next contract when the time 
is right. 

His ability to compartmentalize has been on display all season long and if 
you thought the offseason comments made by his agent Pat Brisson that 
his client might want to suit up for his hometown team was a sign he 
already had one foot out the door, you were sadly mistaken. 

Dubois continues to take steps forward with his game, the latest 
contribution coming in a 2-1 victory over the Arizona Coyotes on Sunday 
night. 

Not only did Dubois produce his 20th goal of the campaign (in Game 44), 
he continues to blossom in the role of a bona fide power forward - 
combining skill and will on a shift-by-shift basis. 

“He’s just one of those guys who’s just so smooth,” said Jets right-winger 
Blake Wheeler, who delivered the game-winning goal on Sunday. “It’s 
almost frustrating to watch him, just how easy he makes the game look. 
(Adam Lowry) and I were sitting together on the bench when he walked 
in on that power play and clanged that one off the bar. 

“We were just kind of laughing. It’s elite, it’s pretty special the things he 
does out there. He almost makes it look effortless. For a guy his size, you 
know, just how big his body is, too, to be able to move that seamlessly is 
a real gift.” 

On Sunday, Dubois joined Mark Scheifele (26) and Kyle Connor (21) as 
the third 20-goal scorer on the Jets' roster. 

“We need four lines, we need everybody to get going,” said Dubois, 
whose career-high for goals is 28. “Like I said during the intermission, 
goals are great but there’s a lot of ways you can contribute. For myself 
personally, goals are always fun to score, I’m not going to complain, but I 
want to be even more than that. But yeah. Three guys (at 20 or higher) 
and hopefully a lot more throughout the season.” 

Jets head coach Rick Bowness challenged Dubois during the offseason 
to improve his play without the puck as he worked to take his game to the 
next level. 

The results to this point have been outstanding - all the while Dubois 
continues to improve his offensive game as well. 

Watching a player unlock his full potential is something Bowness takes 
an enormous amount of pride in. 

“You love seeing that. And again, I know he has his 20 goals now and 
he's up there in scoring but he's very underrated defensively,” said 
Bowness. “He's a solid two way player right now. He really is, and you 
give him a lot of credit for that, because he uses his size and his reach 
and his strength at both ends of the rink now. He's going to score and 
he's going to create offence but if you watch him compete in our zone 
and you watch his reads, he does a really good job defensively. So that's 
an underrated part of his game.” 

As someone with a similar body type, Jets forward Morgan Barron is 
constantly watching Dubois on the ice for intricacies he can work into his 
own repertoire. 

“There’s a lot to like,” said Barron. “The way he can play a power forward 
(game) with skill and obviously, he isn’t afraid to get involved with the 
chippy stuff too. He’s someone I like watching a lot and he’s someone I 
sit next to here in the room, so I just love picking his brain. 

“There is so much he can do with the puck. You see out there, the way 
he protects it, the way he can cut back on guys and use his speed, use 
his size. Someone for me personally that I can look at, in terms of the 
dimensions of our body. I can take a lot of things and slowly try to apply 
some of those things to my game.” 

No matter what happens with Dubois in the future, what can’t be denied 
right now is how much he’s enjoying the game and how much his game 
continues to grow. 

He’s flourishing under Bowness, his chemistry with Kyle Connor is 
undeniable and Nikolaj Ehlers has proven to be an outstanding addition 
to that top line since he’s returned from injury. 

How big a factor that will be for Dubois when it comes to his decision-
making process, only he knows for sure. 

He's one of several players delivering some of the best hockey of their 
career and that's part of what has made the Jets such a dangerous team. 

Tuesday is sure to be a special night for Dubois, games against the 
Canadiens always are. 

He’s also a guy who knows how to elevate his game when the spotlight is 
on, which is something the Jets are counting on during the stretch run 
and into the playoffs. 

With Sunday’s victory, the Jets (29-14-1) have won eight of the past nine 
games and that remarkable run has allowed them to move into sole 
possession of first place in the Central Division and into top spot in the 
Western Conference in terms of points percentage (.670) - just .003 
points ahead of the red-hot Seattle Kraken. 

There are no banners for being in that spot after Game 44, but it beats 
the alternative of being below the playoff line and battling tooth and nail 
to avoid falling in the standings or out of the race entirely. 

“It's great. Last year was such a disappointing, frustrating year, where 
you felt like, 30 games left in the season and you mathematically have a 
chance of making the playoffs, but you're going to have to win 28 out of 
30,” said Dubois, who is up to 49 points in 44 games. “Because at the 
last point of the year, good teams win and the bad teams don't 
necessarily win as much. That playoff race is so important. The better 
you can set yourself up for that point of the season, the bigger it is for the 
end of the year. You want to finish strong at the end of the year. You 
don't want to finish just feeling decent about yourself going into the 
playoffs.” 
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