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Ranking the best NHL players and prospects under 23: Rasmus Dahlin tops the list 

By Corey Pronman 

Welcome to the midseason update of the under-23 NHL 
player rankings for the 2022-23 season. 
This is an age-based ranking of the best young players 
overall on teams’ reserve lists, meaning within an NHL 
organization, in or outside the league. This is a ranking 
meant to show who I think will have the best pro careers, not 
who I would take in a game tomorrow. This is also a good 
exercise to show how the last five age groups compare to 
each other, as this largely spans the player pool from the 
2018 through 2022 NHL drafts. 
A player must be 22 years old or younger as of Jan. 1, 2023, 
to qualify. 
With 154 players listed, that comes out to about 31 players 
per draft who I see as potential quality NHL players, although 
with the caveat that some of the late birthdates from the 
2018 draft class have aged out. 
Ranked players are placed into tiers and given tool grades. 
Tool grades are based on a scale with six separate levels, 
with an eye toward how this attribute would grade in the NHL 
(poor, below average, average, above average, high-end 
and elite). “Average” on this scale means the tool projects as 
NHL average, which is meant as a positive, not a criticism. 
Skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete for every 
projected NHL player are graded. Shot grades are only 
included if a shot is notably good or poor. 
You’ll notice two significant changes to this list from previous 
iterations. First, there is a much larger value placed on 
defensemen with premium physical tools as a result of a 
recent change in my process. Second, after hearing readers’ 
feedback loud and clear, the higher end of my tool grade 
scale will be used more frequently, particularly for the very 
best players. 

Elite NHL player 

1. Rasmus Dahlin, D, Buffalo 
April 13, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 202 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 1 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Elite 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 7 
Analysis: Dahlin’s first half this season has been as good as 
you could have hoped for if you are a Sabres fan. He’s 
looked like the definition of a game breaker. His skill level is 
off the charts, showing the ability to make unique plays with 
the puck at a high rate. He’s a good enough skater to make 
those skilled plays with pace. Dahlin shows a lot of creativity 
as a playmaker and in how he activates into attacks. He’s 
more offensive tilted, but his defense has progressed well 
enough to make the most of his skill and make sure his team 
has the puck when he’s on the ice. The No. 1 pick from the 
2018 draft has emerged as one of the premier defensemen 
and overall players in the league. 

2. Jack Hughes, C, New Jersey 
May 14, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 175 pounds | Shoots leftDrafted: 
No. 1 in 2019 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: High-end 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 1 
Analysis: Hughes has been a leading player on one of the 
best teams in the NHL. He looks like everything you thought 
he could become when he was a dominant junior player. 
Hughes is an electric skater, puckhandler and playmaker 
who can drive play like few others in the league, despite not 
having a large frame. He shows up every night and wants 
the puck on his stick to make things happen. The biggest 
thing for Hughes has been adding a goal-scoring element, as 
he’s now a legit mid-range shot threat to go with excellent 
playmaking. He’s a star No. 1 center, and a player who you 
build a winner around. 

Bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

3. Tim Stützle, C, Ottawa 
Jan. 15, 2002 | 6 feet | 193 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 3 in 2020 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: High-end 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 8 
Analysis: This season hasn’t gone how some would have 
hoped in Ottawa, but Stützle’s play hasn’t been the reason. 
He’s been a point-per-game center and a driving force when 
he’s on the ice. He’s a special skater with the speed and 
edge work to push pace at an elite level. He combines that 
with great skill, vision and work ethic. He wins battles and 
doesn’t shy away from attacking the net. He has all the 
makings of a potential superstar forward in the league. 
4. Andrei Svechnikov, LW, Carolina 
March 26, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 2 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 6 
Analysis: Svechnikov is in the midst of another strong 
season, being a go-to player for a top NHL team in Carolina. 
Svechnikov has every tool you want in a top winger. He’s a 
big, fast, powerful forward with elite skill who can break open 
a shift. He can create offense in many different ways off the 
rush, while also being a mid-range shot threat who can make 
plays. He’s a franchise winger. 
5. Dylan Cozens, C, Buffalo 
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Feb. 9, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 7 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 13 
Analysis: Cozens has had a breakout season for Buffalo, 
becoming a true two-way force down the middle, and giving 
the Sabres two No. 1 centers between him and Tage 
Thompson. Cozens is a handful at 6-3 with his speed and 
skill combined with a great compete level. He can overpower 
opponents to win pucks while also being able to beat them 
with skill. He’s gotten more offensive opportunities including 
running a PP1 flank at times to use his skill and shot. His 
emerging offense combined with strong defensive play 
makes him one of the best young players in the league and a 
potential Selke Trophy candidate further down the line of his 
career. 
6. Matthew Beniers, C, Seattle 
Nov. 5, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 178 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 2 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 14 
Analysis: Beniers has been the best rookie in the NHL this 
season, and a leading part of one of the NHL’s best offenses 
in Seattle despite only being two years removed from his 
draft. Beniers is a well-rounded forward. He’s a highly 
competitive, fast, center who plays hard and can win battles 
versus men. His offensive touch with the puck has continued 
to develop and is far better than I thought it would be when 
he was younger. Beniers makes a lot of tough plays with the 
puck, hitting seams at a high rate. He’s also a goal-scoring 
threat who can run a power play from the flank. His ability to 
create offense from the perimeter and interior while also 
being a reliable two-way player will make him a star for a 
long time. 
7. Trevor Zegras, C, Anaheim 
March 20, 2001 | 6 feet | 185 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 9 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: Elite 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 3 
Analysis: It’s been a tough go this season for anyone in 
Anaheim, but Zegras continues to be a bright spot. He’s a 
special player with the puck on his stick, with unique skill and 
creativity as a playmaker. He has one of the most creative 
offensive minds in the NHL and can make defenders miss at 
a high rate. Zegras works hard enough, but lacks the speed 
and physicality to be a true two-way force down the middle. 
He produces so much offense, though, that it’s not a big 
concern as he will be a star forward in the league for a long 
time. 
8. Moritz Seider, D, Detroit 
April 6, 2001 | 6-foot-4 | 204 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 6 in 2019 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 2 
Analysis: Coming after the high of highs with an outstanding 
rookie NHL season, Seider has been fighting it a bit more 
this season. Everything is relative, and Seider’s “struggles” 
are still a 23 minutes per game NHL defenseman at age 21. 
He’s still a long, mobile, mean as heck defenseman. The 
puck movement in his game hasn’t looked as crisp as last 
season, but he has still has legit NHL skill and vision even 
though you could argue it may not be true top level and that 
50 points from his rookie season may have set unrealistic 
expectations. He’s a star defenseman. 

NHL All-Star 

9. Cole Caufield, LW, Montreal 
Jan. 2, 2001 | 5-foot-7 | 174 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 15 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Elite 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Elite 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 30 
Analysis: Caufield picked up where he left off last season, 
scoring goals at a high rate and being an impactful player for 
Montreal. Inside the offensive zone, he’s lethal due to his 
skill and shot. His hands are special in how he can 
manipulate pucks in small areas, and Caufield is a threat to 
score from anywhere in the zone with either his wrist shot or 
one-timer while also being a good passer. His size, and good 
but not amazing skating for his frame aren’t ideal, but he’s 
shown for years he’s a power-play weapon and someone 
who can score versus bigger, stronger players. 
10. Owen Power, D, Buffalo 
Nov. 22, 2002 | 6-foot-6 | 218 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 1 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 20 
Analysis: Power has looked excellent in his rookie NHL 
season, and every bit like a first-overall pick. His mobility 
given his length at 6-foot-6 is very impressive and despite 
not being overly physical, it allows him to break up so many 
plays. Dahlin is the offense guy on that blue line, but Power 
has offense too. He’s shown legit playmaking ability from 
both ends, and the skill and poise to make tough plays. He 
looks like an emerging star two-way defenseman and a blue 
line with him and Dahlin for the next decade will terrify 
opponents. 
11. Noah Dobson, D, New York Islanders 
Jan. 7, 2000 | 6-foot-4 | 194 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 12 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 31 
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Analysis: Dobson is one of the most important players on the 
Islanders. He’s a rare combination of a big, mobile, right-shot 
defenseman with significant offense. Dobson displays 
excellent vision and patience with the puck. He can make 
tough plays at both ends. His offensive IQ combined with a 
hard point shot makes him quite valuable on the man 
advantage. He’s not the most physical player, but his 
defense will be good enough given his range and reach. 
Dobson has all the indicators of a star No. 1 defenseman. 
12. Mason McTavish, C, Anaheim 
Jan. 30, 2003 | 6 feet | 213 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 3 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 24 
Analysis: McTavish has been very good as a teenage rookie 
in the NHL. There’s so much about his game to like. He’s a 
big, powerful, fast center with a ton of skill. He can impact 
the game in numerous ways and projects to become a two-
way No. 1 center as he matures. His offensive touch and 
playmaking continues to get better as time goes on, and 
while he may never be his teammate Zegras with the puck, 
he could still put up big scoring numbers. 
13. Jake Sanderson, D, Ottawa 
July 8, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 195 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 5 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 27 
Analysis: Sanderson has looked very strong to start his NHL 
career. His excellent skating ability, both in speed and 
edgework, has allowed him to make a lot of plays at both 
ends of the rink right away. He won’t be the go-to guy 
offensively on a top NHL team, but he has skill and offensive 
instincts and can use that in combination with his skating to 
create chances. He’s a rock defensively due to his elite gap 
work and a strong motor. He’s an emerging star and a guy 
who will play big minutes in the NHL for a long time. 
14. Luke Hughes, D, New Jersey 
Sept. 9, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 184 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 4 in 2021 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 11 
Analysis: Hughes’ numbers haven’t been as eye popping as 
his freshman season, but his on-ice impact has looked 
similar. He’s a freakishly good skater for being 6-foot-2, with 
unique edgework and elusiveness to go with his length. 
Hughes can lead a rush very well due to his speed and skill, 
and make a ton of plays from the offensive blue line. 
Defensively, he’s progressed a lot into a solid defender, 
mostly due to his skating. Hughes’ pure puck moving isn’t as 
high end as his other attributes and he tends to be overly 
risky with the puck, but it’s good enough. He shows up every 

night and makes an impact and looks like a budding NHL 
star defenseman. 
15. Matthew Boldy, RW, Minnesota 
April 5, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 201 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 12 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 21 
Analysis: Boldy has become an important part of Minnesota’s 
offense over the last year. Boldy has tremendous puck skills 
and vision. He displays the soft touch to execute tough plays 
at a high rate, and is a very creative player inside the 
offensive zone. He can create off the perimeter and in the 
tough areas. The only drawback of his game is a lack of 
footspeed, but to date it hasn’t held him back from being 
successful as a pro. Boldy has turned into a legitimate top-
line winger in the league. 

Bubble NHL All-Star and top-of-the-lineup player 

16. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, Montreal 
March 30, 2004 | 6-foot-3 | 238 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 1 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 15 
Analysis: Slafkovsky’s rookie NHL season has been up and 
down, with more ups of late. You still see all the reasons you 
liked him as a draft eligible. There aren’t many players with 
his combination of size, speed and skill. He can break a shift 
open and projects to one day be a big time scorer in the 
NHL. That day isn’t today though, as he’s still figuring out 
how to be consistent versus pros. I think he will figure it out. 
There’s too much talent and no issues with his work ethic, 
but it may take some time. 
17. Logan Cooley, C, Arizona 
May 4, 2004 | 5-foot-10 | 174 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 3 in 2022 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 17 
Analysis: Cooley started off the season a bit slowly but has 
been on a tear of late, has looked like one of the best players 
in the NCAA and was great at the world juniors. There’s so 
much to like about Cooley’s game. He has a ton of skill. He’s 
an excellent skater who plays with a ton of energy and pace. 
He’s undersized, but plays hard and doesn’t mind getting his 
nose dirty. He’s an impactful player who will be an excellent 
NHL center despite his size. 
18. Lucas Raymond, RW, Detroit 
March 28, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 176 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 4 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
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Aug. 2022 Ranking: 9 
Analysis: After an excellent rookie NHL season, Raymond’s 
second season hasn’t seen a big step forward offensively 
even if he’s been better of late. He remains an excellent 
young player with a bright NHL future, though. He has game-
breaking skill and offensive sense. Inside the zone there 
aren’t a lot of players who can make the plays Raymond can. 
With a smaller body and a lack of true blazing speed, he’ll 
need to win more battles to generate consistent possession, 
but it will come with time and physical maturity. 
19. Bowen Byram, D, Colorado 
June 13, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 4 in 2019 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 18 
Analysis: Byram is an awesome player, when healthy. He’s a 
dynamic skater, who can get into rushes and activate from 
the blue line at a high-end level due to his feet and skill. He 
competes well, and projects as an excellent two-way 
defenseman due to all his positives. He just needs to stay on 
the ice and has had several injuries over the last few 
seasons. 
20. David Jiricek, D, Columbus 
Nov. 28, 2003 | 6-foot-4 | 199 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 6 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 23 
Analysis: Jiricek has been one of the most impactful teenage 
defensemen I’ve seen in the AHL in recent years and was 
the best defender at the world juniors. He’s always been a 
big, mean defender with a big point shot and some offense, 
but he’s showing a whole other level of offense this season. 
His stick skills are excellent and he’s showing strong 
creativity as a puck mover. Everything, except for his 
footspeed, points to a big minutes NHL defenseman. 
21. K’Andre Miller, D, New York Rangers 
Jan. 21, 2000 | 6-foot-5 | 215 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 22 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 43 
Analysis: Miller has developed into a legit two-way top-
pairing defenseman. He has all the tools you want. He’s big, 
skates well, plays hard, and his offensive touch has 
continued to develop. He can attack and create with his 
skating and skill, makes a good outlet pass — while also 
being a physically tough player to get past for opposing 
players. 
22. Alexander Nikishin, D, Carolina 
Oct. 2, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 196 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 69 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 75 
Analysis: Nikishin is one of the very best players outside the 
NHL currently. He’s also signed in the KHL through the end 
of their 2024-25 season. This looks like the next Evgeny 
Kuznetsov/Kirill Kaprizov situation in that regard. He’s been 
arguably the best defenseman in the KHL this season as a 
21-year-old. He’s a large, mobile, highly-physical 
defenseman who is showing a ton of offense this season that 
he didn’t in previous years. Nikishin’s playmaking has stood 
out in my viewings, to go with his excellent point shot. He 
has all the tools and indicators of an impact defenseman in 
the NHL. Now it’s just about getting him over. 
23. Wyatt Johnston, C, Dallas 
May 14, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 23 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 62 
Analysis: Johnston continues his sharp upwards 
development trend looking quite good for a teenager in the 
NHL and contributing to the success of a top NHL club. 
Johnston makes so many good plays with the puck. He has 
excellent hands and vision, being able to run a pro power 
play well and is a threat when he gets space in the offensive 
zone at even strength. His footspeed is just fine, and he’s not 
overly physical, but Johnston’s compete level is high, 
showing great effort to win battles and be first on pucks. He’s 
going to be a great NHL forward for a long time whether at 
center or wing. 
24. Seth Jarvis, RW, Carolina 
Feb. 1, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 13 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 12 
Analysis: Jarvis started off the season slowly but the last 
month or two has looked more like himself. He’s a very fast 
and competitive winger who, despite a lack of size, plays the 
game without fear. Jarvis attacks the middle and does so 
with significant skill and creativity. He’s been an important 
part of a top NHL team over the last two seasons at a young 
age. 

Top-of-the-lineup player 

25. Quinton Byfield, C, Los Angeles 
Aug. 19, 2002 | 6-foot-5 | 220 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 2 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 22 
Analysis: A few years ago I would have figured by the time 
Byfield was 20 years old he would not only be a full-time 
NHL player but a very good one. That the latter hasn’t 
happened yet, doesn’t mean it won’t. Byfield has been quite 
strong in the AHL this season and still has a special toolkit. 
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There aren’t many people his size who can skate like him, 
while also having legit offensive skill. You add the fact he 
plays hard and there’s a lot of reason to still believe in 
Byfield’s upside and having a bright future ahead of him. 
26. Shane Wright, C, Seattle 
Jan. 5, 2004 | 6 feet | 192 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 4 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 16 
Analysis: Wright made the Kraken but struggled to stick in 
the lineup. He looked good in his brief time in the AHL and 
with Canada’s U20 team. A lot of ink has been spilled over 
Wright, but he remains a very good all-around player, even if 
he’s not the most dynamic player. Wright is an excellent 
playmaker who can shoot the puck well. He shows good two-
way play and has detail in his game. He plays with good 
pace and has a game that should translate to a lot of NHL 
success with time. 
27. Alexis Lafrenière, RW, New York Rangers 
Oct. 11, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 195 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 1 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 10 
Analysis: I struggle with where to rate Lafrenière. I can see 
the argument he’s too high or that he will eventually break 
out. There’s a lot of “what-ifs” you can do with him. You can 
“what-if” how he would have performed in the AHL, or on a 
different team without a stacked PP1. But in the current 
reality, he’s been a good, but not great NHL winger. He 
shows flashes of his high-end skill and playmaking, but not 
consistently enough given his lack of pace. He’s still only 21 
and given everything I know about the player. between the 
talent and his context, I think a breakout will come 
eventually, but I certainly can’t sit here and say I feel overly 
confident about it. 
28. Kent Johnson, LW, Columbus 
Oct. 18, 2002 | 6 feet | 175 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 5 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 35 
Analysis: Johnson has been solid for Columbus this season. 
He’s become a bigger part of their team as the season has 
progressed and due to their injuries. With the puck on his 
stick he’s fantastic, with elite hands and offensive creativity. 
He can make all kinds of plays in small areas and run a 
power play well. He’s not the best skater or the most 
physical, but I’ve been pleasantly surprised by how Johnson 
has been able to get inside on NHL defenders and create at 
the net. He will be a very good NHL player with time — to be 
determined whether it’s at center or the wing. 
29. Cole Perfetti, LW, Winnipeg 
Jan. 1, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 177 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 10 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: High-end 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 38 
Analysis: Perfetti has become an important part of 
Winnipeg’s offense. As a junior there was always concern 
about how a player with his frame and subpar quickness 
would translate to the pros. His stick skills and especially his 
hockey sense/offensive poise are so good though that it 
helps overcome those issues. Perfetti has shown he can 
make plays and create like a top-six forward. He may not be 
able to drive a line by himself at the NHL level, but he works 
hard enough, will get a lot of points in his career and be a 
major part of an NHL power play. 
30. Kevin Korchinski, D, Chicago 
June 21, 2004 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 7 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 128 
Analysis: Korchinski has looked excellent this season, as 
one of the top defensemen in the CHL and a leading player 
on a top club even if he didn’t get much of a role on 
Canada’s U20 team. Korchinski controls the game when he’s 
on the ice, mostly due to his plus skating ability. His 
quickness and edgework are high end, with a smooth, 
powerful stride that lets him get up into attacks and walk the 
blue line like an NHLer. Korchinski isn’t the most physical 
defender, but his skating lets him close on guys well enough 
and he’s great on retrievals. He has very good hands and 
can make tough passes at a high rate. He looks like a high-
in-the-lineup defenseman who impacts transition play and 
can put up points. 
31. Jack Quinn, RW, Buffalo 
Sept. 19, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 8 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 39 
Analysis: Quinn has looked very good as a rookie NHLer, 
with the line of himself, Cozens and JJ Peterka clicking in the 
first half of the season. He’s got excellent hands and his stick 
handling in tight spaces stands out. Quinn makes a lot of 
tough passes and is a shot threat as well. His only knock is 
his pure footspeed, as I think his overall effort on and away 
from the puck is good too. He is trending to become a legit 
top-line winger. 
32. Kaapo Kakko, RW, New York Rangers 
Feb. 13, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 206 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 2 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 48 
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Analysis: Kakko’s had a positive season with the Rangers. 
He’s scoring at a slightly higher clip than in previous years, 
but it’s how he’s generating offense that inspires some 
confidence. He’s creating a lot around the tough areas of the 
offensive zone that should translate to more scoring down 
the line. He’s always had the skill and size, but the physical 
impact he’d shown before the NHL didn’t translate as quickly 
as hoped. 
33. Anton Lundell, C, Florida 
Oct. 3, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 12 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 29 
Analysis: Lundell has been asked to play a bigger role for 
Florida this season and has done so effectively. He’s not the 
flashiest forward from a speed or skill perspective, but 
Lundell is a highly intelligent and competitive player. He 
makes a lot of positive plays for his team at both ends of the 
ice while still providing a good amount of offense. 
34. Jamie Drysdale, D, Anaheim 
April 8, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 183 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 6 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 34 
Analysis: Drysdale injured his shoulder in November which 
will cause him to miss most of the 2022-23 season. His 
report thus is mostly unchanged from a year ago, when I saw 
a guy trending positively with excellent skating ability and 
hockey sense. 
35. Simon Edvinsson, D, Detroit 
Feb. 5, 2003 | 6-foot-6 | 209 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 6 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 32 
Analysis: Edvinsson has looked very good this season, 
building off his success in the SHL to play a big role in the 
AHL as a 19-year-old. There aren’t many defensemen his 
size who can both skate and provide legit offense. He’s 
going to be a solid NHL defender due to his reach and feet 
but also because he works hard and doesn’t mind playing 
physically. His skill and IQ are good, not great, but enough to 
be a quality puck-mover. Edvinsson will be in the league 
soon. 
36. Pavel Mintyukov, D, Anaheim 
Nov. 25, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 192 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 10 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 152 
Analysis: Mintyukov has been arguably the best player in the 
OHL this season. He’s a constant offensive threat. He’s full 

of skill, skates well, and can make so many difficult plays 
with pace. The way Mintyukov activates into attacks on the 
rush and off the blue line with high-end skill is very difficult to 
stop. At times he looks and plays like a forward with how 
aggressive he is, but it works! He’s a shot threat too from the 
point. He’ll need to clean up his defensive play, but the 
skating, size and compete are good enough that you think it 
will come as a pro with the right coaching. 

Bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player or quality starting 
goaltender 

37. Dylan Guenther, RW, Arizona 
April 10, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 9 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 25 
Analysis: Guenther made the Coyotes this season and has 
looked like an NHL player as a teenager. He’s a big winger 
who can skate like an NHLer, while also having very good 
hands and offensive creativity. His shot is his main weapon 
and he will be able to beat NHL goalies from the dots. I 
wouldn’t call him an overly physical player, but his work ethic 
is good enough. His game isn’t sexy, but he will be a very 
good top-six wing for a while. 
38. Kirby Dach, C, Montreal 
Jan. 21, 2001 | 6-foot-4 | 212 pounds | Shoots right 
Acquired via trade 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 41 
Analysis: Dach was traded from Chicago to Montreal over 
the summer. In his first season with the Habs, Dach has 
looked very good, although he’s been moved from the middle 
to the wing. He has a clear top-six toolkit given his speed, 
skill and frame and can make a lot of plays off the rush. Dach 
is a strong playmaker too. His lack of goal-scoring touch 
though has dogged him for a while, and overall, he can be 
quite inconsistent. I don’t see a premier NHL forward, but he 
could be a solid top-six forward, even if it’s unclear if that will 
be at center or not. 
39. Kaiden Guhle, D, Montreal 
Jan. 18, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 205 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 16 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 119 
Analysis: Guhle has looked excellent as a rookie NHL player. 
His defensive game is highly impressive, especially for such 
a young player. He’s a strong skater with good reach and 
size, but it’s how hard he plays and how effectively he closes 
his gaps, often with force, that makes him so good. The 
question with Guhle has always been with the puck, not 
without, and he’s answered those questions. He’s shown he 
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can provide secondary offense as a pro to go with all the 
stops he can make. 
40. Simon Nemec, D, New Jersey 
Feb. 15, 2004 | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 2 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 26 
Analysis: Nemec has played a lot of minutes in the AHL this 
season, especially for an 18-year-old defenseman. The 
offensive success hasn’t been immediate, but he’s young 
and the points will come. He’s so smart and skilled to go with 
solid mobility and work ethic that with time, Nemec is going 
to be an excellent pro in North America just like he was in 
Europe. 
41. Philip Broberg, D, Edmonton 
June 25, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 199 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 8 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 76 
Analysis: Broberg has had a few minor injuries this season 
that’s held him back, but when healthy I think he’s moving in 
a positive direction between his play in the AHL and NHL. 
He’s such a good skater for someone who is 6-foot-3 and 
has a good enough compete level that with time I think he 
will develop into an excellent defender. Whether his puck 
game and puck-moving will be anything special in the NHL is 
to be determined, and I think it will probably just be okay, but 
the athletic tools are so high-end that I find it hard to see a 
path where he doesn’t become a good NHL defenseman in 
some form. 
42. Arthur Kaliyev, RW, Los Angeles 
June 26, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 210 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 33 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 33 
Analysis: Kaliyev has settled into an important role with the 
Kings. He’s a very good at two important things: Scoring 
goals and setting up plays. He’s a super smart offensive 
player and from the right faceoff dot his shot is a legit threat. 
If you’re expecting a great carry-and-create type of forward, 
he’s not going to do that. But he’ll have a good career as a 
top-six forward helping a power play and scoring his fair 
share of goals. 
43. Logan Stankoven, C, Dallas 
Feb. 26, 2003 | 5-foot-7 | 170 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 47 in 2021 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 63 

Analysis: Stankoven, like the previous season, has been a 
dominant junior player in 2022-23 and had a great world 
juniors. There’s so much to like about his game. He has 
high-end puck skills and shooting ability. He’s faster than I’ve 
given him credit for before, which when combined with a 
great motor makes him a handful to deal with. He’s 
constantly buzzing around the ice, winning battles, pushing 
the pace and creating offense. The only downside to his 
game is his size, but everything else is clear NHL quality. 
44. William Eklund, LW, San Jose 
Oct. 12, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 181 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 7 in 2021 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 50 
Analysis: Eklund’s previous season in Sweden was slightly 
concerning but he’s looked more like his old self in the AHL 
this season. His skating and playmaking jump out at you 
when you watch him. He’s got such good edgework and 
creativity at full speed. He combines that talent with a strong 
compete level and a willingness to get inside for a smaller 
player. If Eklund can learn to finish a few more of his 
chances he could trend in a really positive direction. 
45. Dawson Mercer, RW, New Jersey 
Oct. 27, 2001 | 6 feet | 180 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 18 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 46 
Analysis: Mercer has become an important player for the 
Devils who is a regular on both special teams units. He isn’t 
the most dynamic player you will ever see, but he has skill, 
and more importantly, he uses that skill around the net. He 
creates a lot in the high-traffic areas and competes at a high 
level at both ends of the ice. 
46. Spencer Knight, G, Florida 
April 19, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 192 pounds | Catches left 
Drafted: No. 13 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 40 
Analysis: Knight has split starts this season in Florida and I 
would guess is on his way to becoming the true No. 1 guy. 
He’s looked very impressive at times especially as a 21-year-
old goalie. Knight anticipates the play at a high level and has 
adjusted to the NHL pace. He shows the ability to make 
tough saves without his technique breaking down. 
47. Jiri Kulich, C/LW, Buffalo 
April 14, 2004 | 5-foot-11 | 172 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 28 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 89 
Analysis: Kulich’s development has been on a sharp upward 
trajectory over the last 18 months. He’s been excellent 
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versus men this season as an 18-year-old, and just followed 
up his MVP performance at last year’s U18 worlds by being 
one of the better forwards at the world juniors. There’s 
nothing about his game that’s high end, but a lot of what 
Kulich does looks like an NHL player. He’s a fast, 
competitive, direct, skilled winger. He can make tough plays 
with the puck and has a great shot. Kulich gives an honest 
effort every game and has the puck game to create offense 
in the NHL. 
48. Mattias Samuelsson, D, Buffalo 
March 14, 2000 | 6-foot-4 | 231 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 32 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
Analysis: Samuelsson has quickly become a major part of 
the Sabres’ lineup as part of their top defense pairing. 
Samuelsson is a true shutdown defenseman. He’s got great 
length, skates very well for a big man, and is highly physical. 
He punishes opposing forwards regularly with his physical 
play and breaks up a lot of rushes. His offense will never be 
a selling point, but his outlets and sense are good enough. 
49. Cutter Gauthier, LW, Philadelphia 
Jan. 19, 2004 | 6-foot-2 | 189 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 5 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 54 
Analysis: Gauthier has been a productive freshman at 
Boston College this season and was a top player for USA at 
the world juniors. There’s a lot to love about his pro 
projection. He’s a big center who skates well, has very good 
hands, and a shot that will beat NHL goalies. He doesn’t 
overwhelm you with power, but Gauthier works hard on the 
ice and can make tough plays with pace. 
50. Kirill Marchenko, RW, Columbus 
July 21, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 197 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 49 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 58 
Analysis: Marchenko went down to the AHL out of Columbus 
camp, where he was quite impactful from the get-go, and 
eventually worked his way into the Blue Jackets’ lineup. He’s 
always had a unique toolkit as a big, fast, highly skilled goal-
scorer, but it was a question of when or if it would click for 
Marchenko. This season it looks like it’s starting to. I see a 
lot of pro potential in his game. 
51. Braden Schneider, D, New York Rangers 
Sept. 20, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 208 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 19 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 79 
Analysis: Schneider’s been mostly the same player as the 
previous season for the Rangers, which given his age and 
their deep right side of the blue line is more than enough. 
Schneider is a mobile and highly competitive defenseman. 
He plays hard and punishes forwards physically. His puck 
movement is fine. He’s smart enough to make a good first 
pass and skate pucks out of trouble but will never be a big 
points guy. He should evolve into a higher minutes guy with 
time. 
52. John-Jason Peterka, LW, Buffalo 
Jan. 14, 2002 | 6 feet | 189 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 34 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 68 
Analysis: Peterka has been a part of that great kid line in 
Buffalo with Cozens and Quinn. Peterka has a lot of positive 
offensive elements. He’s a strong skater who plays fast. He 
has excellent puck skills and can make difficult plays at 
speed. He can both shoot the puck well and make plays. 
Peterka isn’t the biggest or most physical guy, but competes 
well enough to survive in the NHL. I don’t know if he’ll ever 
be ‘the guy’ on a scoring line, but he could be a very solid top 
six winger. 
53. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, St. Louis 
June 1, 2004 | 6-foot-1 | 186 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 23 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 147 
Analysis: Snuggerud came out of the gates flying this 
season. He’s been one of the best forwards in the NCAA 
through the first half, and was very good at the world juniors 
too. Snuggerud’s skating has never been and still isn’t 
strong, but the rest of his game is quite impressive. He’s a 
skilled, and intelligent winger who can score goals. He has 
offense, but Snuggerud is also a tough player to play against 
who wins a lot of close battles and doesn’t mind throwing his 
body around. 
54. Connor Zary, C, Calgary 
Sept. 25, 2001 | 6 feet | 178 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 24 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 93 
Analysis: Zary has had an excellent second pro season, 
being a top player on one of the best AHL teams. Zary has a 
lot of offensive touch, with great stick skills and the ability to 
beat defenders 1v1. He can create with his perimeter 
playmaking, but also doesn’t shy from going to the net. He 
has everything you want except for his skating with a slightly 
unorthodox stride that lacks NHL quickness. I think given his 
skill and compete he will overcome that and become a good 
player. 
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55. Lukas Reichel, LW, Chicago 
May 17, 2002 | 6 feet | 170 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 17 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 28 
Analysis: Reichel was a minor surprise to be cut from 
Chicago’s camp. Since then he’s been quite good in the 
AHL, drawing positive reviews from scouts, playing center 
regularly and was a recent call-up to the NHL. He’s a well-
rounded forward. He skates well, has good hands and vision, 
can shoot the puck well, and works hard. He’s not an overly 
physical forward, but he plays hard and doesn’t shy from 
going to the high-percentage areas of the offensive zone. 
56. Joel Farabee, LW, Philadelphia 
Feb. 25, 2000 | 6 feet | 183 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 14 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 37 
Analysis: Farabee has settled into a regular top-six role for 
Philadelphia over the last two seasons and is a regular on 
both special teams. He’s a very smart player with the puck 
who gives an honest effort regularly. There may not be a 
whole lot of dynamic in his game in terms of speed or skill to 
ever become a big points scorer in the NHL, but his brain 
and work ethic will help him create enough to be a valuable 
part of a lineup. 
57. Lian Bichsel, D, Dallas 
May 18, 2004 | 6-foot-5 | 216 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 18 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 125 
Analysis: Bichsel has been just OK in the SHL with limited 
minutes for Leksands, but his play at the world juniors 
reassured me of the player I’ve seen over the years. That 
player is a tall, mobile, highly physical defenseman with 
secondary puck-moving ability. Bichsel isn’t a natural puck-
mover type who will have a ton of offense, but he has 
enough skill to go with his excellent defending that I think he 
will be a good NHL defenseman in time. 
58. Philip Tomasino, RW, Nashville 
July 28, 2001 | 6 feet | 179 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 24 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 45 
Analysis: Tomasino was a mild surprise to be sent down to 
the AHL out of Nashville camp after being a full-time member 
of the team last season. That being said he hasn’t exactly 
torn up the AHL to make the team quickly change course. I 
still believe a lot in this player. He has a tremendous 
combination of speed and creativity and a skill set that will 

translate into NHL offense. Tomasino needs to be more 
consistent but I think he will find that with time and become a 
good NHL forward. 
59. Matthew Knies, LW, Toronto 
Oct. 17, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 210 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 57 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 65 
Analysis: Knies like in his freshman season has been a top 
player for a top NCAA team in Minnesota. He’s a big, skilled 
winger who competes hard. He can create a lot of offense 
around the net and has good playmaking ability too. Knies’ 
skating isn’t amazing, but he projects to score in the NHL 
due to how well he handles the game physically. 
60. Shane Pinto, C, Ottawa 
Nov. 12, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 201 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 32 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 66 
Analysis: A now healthy Shane Pinto who had missed a fair 
amount of hockey the last few years, has become an 
important part of Ottawa’s team. He’s a big center who works 
hard. He has good skills and vision, and can shoot the puck, 
but it’s his details and compete that get evaluators excited 
about him. He just needs to stay healthy, and if he does 
Ottawa has a good player on their hands. 
61. Cole Sillinger, C, Columbus 
May 16, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 201 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 12 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 47 
Analysis: One of the best prospect stories from last season 
was Sillinger’s quick ascent to the NHL. This season he’s hit 
a wall though. I still like the player a lot. He’s a skilled, highly 
competitive center with a bit of a mean streak. His footspeed 
isn’t the best though and his puck game isn’t off the charts. 
He honestly looks like a player who would have benefited 
from more time outside the league, but hindsight is 50/50 
after how good he looked the previous season. 
62. Yaroslav Askarov, G, Nashville 
June 16, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 178 pounds | Catches right 
Drafted: No. 11 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 149 
Analysis: Askarov has been up and down in his first season 
in North America, but the ups have been notable and he’s 
looked often like his old self. Askarov is a super athletic 
goalie who can make a lot of difficult saves and has the 
ability to steal a game. You’d like to see him quiet his game 
at times and be more consistent, but he’s trending in a good 
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direction. It’s also good to see him get consistent game 
action which he hasn’t gotten for several years. 
63. Jesper Wallstedt, G, Minnesota 
Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 214 pounds | Catches left 
Drafted: No. 20 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 52 
Analysis: Wallstedt has looked good in the AHL, not as 
dominant as he was in Sweden, but still looks like a very 
strong pro prospect. Wallstedt is still a super smart and 
technically polished goalie who has shown he can play well 
versus men. The pace of the AHL has looked a little quick for 
him at times but I think he will adjust with time. 
64. Marco Rossi, C, Minnesota 
Sept. 23, 2001 | 5-foot-9 | 182 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 9 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 72 
Analysis: Rossi had a great camp and made the Wild but 
was eventually sent back to the AHL. There’s a lot to love 
around Rossi’s game. He has a ton of skill and sees the ice 
at a high level. He’s not big, but he’s a worker, who doesn’t 
mind going to the hard areas and is responsible defensively. 
His skating is fine, but he lacks the pure footspeed for a 
smaller player you’d like to see. If you’re expecting a good 
NHL player, I think he’ll be that with time, but due to his 
skating, he probably is not going to fully translate his junior 
scoring to the pros. 
65. Marco Kasper, C, Detroit 
April 8, 2004 | 6-foot-1 | 183 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 8 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 67 
Analysis: Kasper has been a good SHL player this season, 
playing a regular center role for Rogle. Kasper’s speed and 
compete have been his major selling points, but he’s shown 
more flashes of skill and offensive touch this season. I’ve 
always thought he had offense in his game, but I’m open to 
the argument it could be significant even if I’m not all the way 
there yet. 
66. Brandt Clarke, D, Los Angeles 
Feb. 9, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 8 in 2021 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 87 
Analysis: Clarke had an excellent camp with the Kings and 
looked like he belonged in a few of the NHL games he 
played. He’s a highly skilled defenseman with excellent 
hockey sense. He always wants to make a play and has an 
attacking mindset. Clarke is also a competitive defender who 
doesn’t shy from playing the body. The biggest issue with 
Clarke is his skating. He has a technically weird stride that 
limits him notably in getting around the ice and will make it 

hard to defend in the NHL. His size and compete are good 
enough though that with his offense he should be a very 
good NHL defenseman. 
67. Matthew Coronato, RW, Calgary 
Nov. 14, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 183 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 13 in 2021 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 107 
Analysis: Coronato has shown progression as a sophomore, 
becoming a top player in his conference this season. 
Coronato doesn’t have a true standout attribute but does a 
lot well. He has good hands and can make and finish plays. 
He skates well and has NHL pace in his game. Coronato 
lacks size, but he plays with courage and gives an honest 
effort every game. He’s playing center this season in college, 
but in the NHL he’s probably a winger. 
68. Shakir Mukhamadullin, D, New Jersey 
Jan. 10, 2002 | 6-foot-4 | 178 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 20 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 105 
Analysis: Mukhamadullin is a very talented defenseman with 
all the tools you look for in a top four defender who has 
looked very good in the KHL. He’s quite mobile, especially 
for such a large man. He has good stick skills and can make 
skilled plays with the puck on the move. He’s not an amazing 
puck-mover, but he can make some plays and has a hard 
point shot. Mukhamadullin is fine defensively because of his 
length and skating, but I wouldn’t call him a hard to play 
against defenseman. 
69. Carter Mazur, RW, Detroit 
March 28, 2002 | 6 feet | 170 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 70 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
Analysis: Mazur’s development has been on a sharp upward 
trend over the last few years. He’s been one of the best 
players in college hockey this season for Denver. His skating 
and compete level have always been positives in his game, 
but the level of offense he’s showing right now is quite 
significant from a few seasons ago. Mazur has very good 
puck skills and offensive sense to go with his speed and 
direct style of play. 
70. Brock Faber, D, Minnesota 
Aug. 22, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 200 pounds | Shoots right 
Acquired via trade 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 74 
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Analysis: Faber has continued to be what he’s been for 
years. He’s not a standout offensive player, but he’s an 
excellent skater and competitor who projects to play real 
minutes as a pro. His puck-moving/offensive IQ is good 
enough given his defensive pluses and he still has scored at 
a solid clip in college this season. 
71. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Washington 
Feb. 4, 2004 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 20 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 86 
Analysis: Miroshnichenko missed a full year of hockey after 
being diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. He was cleared 
to play again midway through this season. His ice time has 
been managed carefully, but as he’s gotten up to speed he’s 
looked a lot like the old Miroshnichenko. He’s shown the 
same speed, skill, power and goal-scoring touch that got 
scouts so excited about his pro potential. We’ll see how his 
development goes over the next few years, but from what 
I’ve watched this season he looks like a player who could be 
a good NHL winger presuming good health. 

Middle-of-the-lineup player or starting goaltender 

72. Alexander Holtz, RW, New Jersey 
Jan. 23, 2002 | 6 feet | 195 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 7 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 56 
73. Filip Bystedt, C, San Jose 
Feb. 4, 2004 | 6-foot-2 | 187 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 27 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
74. Reid Schaefer, LW, Edmonton 
Sept. 21, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 215 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 32 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 118 
75. Elmer Söderblom, LW, Detroit 
July 5, 2001 | 6-foot-8 | 246 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 159 in 2019 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 96 
76. Peyton Krebs, LW, Buffalo 

Jan. 26, 2001 | 6 feet | 187 pounds | Shoots left 
Acquired via trade 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 42 
77. Calen Addison, D, Minnesota 
April 11, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 173 pounds | Shoots right 
Acquired via trade 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 60 
78. Cam York, D, Philadelphia 
Jan. 5, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 14 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 78 
79. Justin Barron, D, Montreal 
Nov. 15, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 201 pounds | Shoots right 
Acquired via trade 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 131 
80. Thomas Harley, D, Dallas 
Aug. 19, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 205 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 18 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 55 
81. Matthew Savoie, C/RW, Buffalo 
Jan. 1, 2004 | 5-foot-9 | 179 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 9 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 64 
82. Conor Geekie, C, Arizona 
May 5, 2004 | 6-foot-3 | 193 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 11 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 124 
83. Nathan Gaucher, C, Anaheim 
Nov. 6, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 208 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 22 in 2022 
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Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 82 
84. Olen Zellweger, D, Anaheim 
Sept. 10, 2003 | 5-foot-9 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 34 in 2021 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 51 
85. Rutger McGroarty, LW, Winnipeg 
March 30, 2004 | 6 feet | 200 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 14 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 132 
86. William Dufour, RW, New York Islanders 
Jan. 28, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 215 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 152 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 77 
87. Barrett Hayton, C, Arizona 
June 9, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 207 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 5 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 44 
88. Denton Mateychuk, D, Columbus 
July 12, 2004 | 5-foot-11 | 188 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 12 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 95 
89. Thomas Bordeleau, C, San Jose 
Jan. 3, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 38 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 111 
90. Janis Moser, D, Arizona 
June 6, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 173 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 60 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 133 
91. Jonatan Berggren, LW, Detroit 
July 16, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 197 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 33 in 2018 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 151 
92. Oliver Wahlstrom, RW, New York Islanders 
June 13, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 204 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 11 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 85 
93. Carson Lambos, D, Minnesota 
Jan. 14, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 197 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 26 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 138 
94. Xavier Bourgault, RW, Edmonton 
Oct. 22, 2002 | 6 feet | 172 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 22 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 120 
95. Jakob Pelletier, LW, Calgary 
March 7, 2001 | 5-foot-9 | 160 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 26 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 81 
96. Aatu Räty, C, New York Islanders 
Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 52 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 126 
97. Frank Nazar, C, Chicago 
Jan. 14, 2004 | 5-foot-9 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 13 in 2022 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 94 
98. William Wallinder, D, Detroit 
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July 28, 2002 | 6-foot-4 | 191 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 32 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
99. Joakim Kemell, RW, Nashville 
April 27, 2004 | 5-foot-11 | 182 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 17 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 61 
100. Alexander Romanov, D, New York Islanders 
Jan. 6, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 215 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 38 in 2018 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 106 
101. Liam Öhgren, LW, Minnesota 
Jan. 28, 2004 | 6 feet | 187 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 19 in 2022 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 146 
102. Nils Höglander, RW, Vancouver 
Dec. 20, 2000 | 5-foot-9 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 40 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Elite 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 92 
103. Danila Yurov, RW, Minnesota 
Dec. 22, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 178 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 24 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 71 
104. Vasily Podkolzin, LW, Vancouver 
June 24, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 10 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 53 
105. Ridly Greig, C, Ottawa 
Aug. 8, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 163 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 28 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 127 
106. Dylan Holloway, C, Edmonton 
Sept. 23, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 203 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 14 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 88 
107. Adam Boqvist, D, Columbus 
Aug. 15, 2000 | 6 feet | 182 pounds | Shoots right 
Acquired via trade 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 59 
108. Ty Dellandrea, RW, Dallas 
July 21, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 13 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
109. Jesperi Kotkaniemi, C, Carolina 
July 6, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 201 pounds | Shoots left 
Signed to SPC 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 49 
110. Alex Newhook, C, Colorado 
Jan. 28, 2001 | 5-foot-10 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 16 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 57 
111. Juuso Parssinen, C, Nashville 
Feb. 1, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 212 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 210 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
112. Joseph Veleno, C, Detroit 
Jan. 13, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 203 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 30 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 122 
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113. Nils Lundkvist, D, Dallas 
July 27, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 190 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 28 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 91 
114. Rasmus Kupari, C, Los Angeles 
March 15, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 200 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 20 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 123 
115. Stanislav Svozil, D, Columbus 
Jan. 17, 2003 | 6 feet | 183 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 69 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
116. Scott Morrow, D, Carolina 
Nov. 1, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 40 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 153 
117. Egor Sokolov, RW, Ottawa 
June 7, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 222 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 61 in 2020 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 130 
118. Tyler Boucher, RW, Ottawa 
Jan. 16, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 205 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 10 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
119. Owen Pickering, D, Pittsburgh 
Jan. 27, 2004 | 6-foot-3 | 179 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 21 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 145 
120. Joshua Roy, LW, Montreal 
Aug. 6, 2003 | 6 feet | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 150 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 154 
121. Rasmus Sandin, D, Toronto 
March 7, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 182 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 29 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 70 
122. Jake Neighbours, LW, St. Louis 
March 29, 2002 | 6 feet | 201 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 26 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 163 
123. Dustin Wolf, G, Calgary 
April 16, 2001 | 6 feet | 166 pounds | Catches left 
Drafted: No. 214 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 101 
124. Mavrik Bourque, C, Dallas 
Jan. 8, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 30 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 73 
125. Joel Hofer, G, St. Louis 
July 30, 2000 | 6-foot-5 | 179 pounds | Catches left 
Drafted: No. 107 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
126. Owen Beck, C, Montreal 
Feb. 3, 2004 | 5-foot-11 | 191 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 33 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
127. Ryan Greene, C, Chicago 
Oct. 21, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 174 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 57 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
128. Jeremie Poirier, D, Calgary 
June 2, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 196 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 72 in 2020 
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Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
129. Jackson Lacombe, D, Anaheim 
Jan. 9, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 171 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 39 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
130. Samuel Fagemo, RW, Los Angeles 
March 14, 2000 | 6 feet | 200 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 50 in 2019 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 139 
131. Chaz Lucius, C, Winnipeg 
May 2, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 18 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 97 
132. Jan Jeník, C, Arizona 
Sept. 15, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 65 in 2018 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 141 
133. Ty Smith, D, Pittsburgh 
March 24, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 180 pounds | Shoots left 
Acquired via trade 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 84 
134. Lukas Cormier, D, Vegas 
March 27, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 180 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 68 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 69 
135. Brennan Othmann, LW, New York Rangers 
Jan. 5, 2003 | 6 feet | 188 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 16 in 2021 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 98 
136. Roby Jarventie, LW, Ottawa 
Aug. 8, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 184 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 33 in 2020 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
137. Nolan Foote, LW, New Jersey 
Nov. 29, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 196 pounds | Shoots left 
Acquired via trade 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 83 
138. Mads Sogaard, G, Ottawa 
Dec. 13, 2000 | 6-foot-7 | 196 pounds | Catches left 
Drafted: No. 37 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
139. Matias Maccelli, LW, Arizona 
Oct. 14, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 176 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 98 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
140. Dmitri Voronkov, LW, Columbus 
Sept. 10, 2000 | 6-foot-4 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 114 in 2019 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 110 
141. Noah Ostlund, C, Buffalo 
March 11, 2004 | 5-foot-11 | 163 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 16 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 155 
142. Topi Niemelä, D, Toronto 
March 25, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 156 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 64 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 140 
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143. Samuel Knazko, D, Columbus 
Aug. 7, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 198 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 78 in 2020 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
144. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Vancouver 
July 24, 2004 | 5-foot-10 | 165 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 15 in 2022 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 109 
145. Isak Rosen, LW, Buffalo 
March 15, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 156 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 14 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
146. Mackie Samoskevich, RW, Florida 
Nov. 15, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 191 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 24 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
147. Arseni Gritsyuk, LW, New Jersey 
March 15, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 174 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 129 in 2019 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
148. Nikita Chibrikov, RW, Winnipeg 
Feb. 16, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 170 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 50 in 2021 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 103 
149. Connor McMichael, C, Washington 
Jan. 15, 2001 | 6 feet | 180 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 25 in 2019 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 99 
150. Sean Farrell, LW, Montreal 
Nov. 2, 2001 | 5-foot-9 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 124 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
151. Devon Levi, G, Buffalo 
Dec. 27, 2001 | 6 feet | 184 pounds | Catches left 
Acquired via trade 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 113 
152. Ilya Safonov, C, Chicago 
May 30, 2001 | 6-foot-4 | 205 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 172 in 2021 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
153. Grigori Denisenko, RW, Florida 
June 24, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 186 pounds | Shoots right 
Drafted: No. 15 in 2018 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 114 
154. Marat Khusnutdinov, C, Minnesota 
July 17, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 176 pounds | Shoots left 
Drafted: No. 37 in 2020 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 
Aug. 2022 Ranking: 169 
Players who graduated due to age eligibility (in alphabetical 
order) 
Evan Bouchard, RHD, Edmonton 
Martin Fehervary, LHD, Washington 
Quinn Hughes, LHD, Vancouver 
Martin Kaut, RW, Colorado 
Philipp Kurashev, LW Chicago 
Isac Lundestrom, C, Anaheim 
Ryan McLeod, C, Edmonton 
Brady Tkachuk, LW, Ottawa 
Filip Zadina, RW, Detroit 
Players who were ranked in my most recent under-23 list but 
who missed the cut this time (in alphabetical order) 
Zachary Bolduc, LW, St. Louis 
Brendan Brisson, LW, Vegas 
Calle Clang, G, Anaheim 
Brandon Coe, RW, San Jose 
Sebastian Cossa, G, Detroit 
Ryan Chesley, RHD, Washington 
Zach Dean, C, Vegas 
Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Columbus 
Jack Drury, C, Carolina 
Jagger Firkus, RW, Seattle 
Mattias Havelid, RHD, San Jose 
Ville Heinola, LHD, Winnipeg 
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Drew Helleson, RHD, Anaheim 
Isaac Howard, LW, Tampa Bay 
Lane Hutson, LHD, Montreal 
Zac Jones, LHD, New York Rangers 
Kirill Kirsanov, LHD, Los Angeles 
Brad Lambert, C, Winnipeg 
Hendrix Lapierre, C, Washington 
Fabian Lysell, RW, Boston 
Ryan Merkley, RHD, San Jose 
Filip Mesar, RW, Montreal 
Ivan Morozov, C, Vegas 
Oskar Olausson, LW, Colorado 
Nicholas Robertson, LW, Toronto 
Victor Soderstrom, RHD, Arizona 
Jordan Spence, RHD, Los Angeles 
Alex Turcotte, C, Los Angeles 

A note about Logan Mailloux, Montreal’s first-round pick in 
2021: In the fall of 2020, with the OHL on pause, Mailloux 
was playing in Sweden when he was convicted for offensive 
photography constituting an invasion of privacy and 
defamation of a woman after he took a photo of her 
performing a sex act without her consent and circulated it 
among some teammates. NHL commissioner Gary Bettman 
has said that Mailloux has yet to be cleared to play in the 
NHL. At the same time, Mailloux has played very well in the 
OHL this season and has looked like a pro prospect who, on 
pure ability, would warrant serious consideration for a top 
prospect list like this one. It is difficult to rank an NHL 
prospect who Bettman has explicitly said is not eligible to 
play in the league. Therefore, we’ve decided to exclude 
Mailloux from consideration for this list at this time.

Hurricanes reassign goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov to AHL’s Chicago Wolves 

By Sean Gentille and The Athletic Staff 

The Carolina Hurricanes assigned goaltender Pyotr 
Kochetkov to the AHL’s Chicago Wolves, club president and 
general manager Don Waddell confirmed Monday. Here’s 
what you need to know: 

 Kochetkov was called up to the NHL when Frederik 
Andersen left practice with an injury Nov. 8. 
Andersen missed 29 games and returned Jan. 12. 

 Kochetkov has appeared in 19 games (18 of which 
were starts) for the Hurricanes this season and 
posted a 10-4-5 record with a .913 save percentage 
and a 2.33 goals-against average. He also posted 
three shutouts, including back-to-back shutouts 
against the Islanders on Dec. 10 and the Red 
Wings on Dec. 13. In the month of December, he 
went 7-0-1. 

 Kochetkov has appeared in five games with the 
Wolves this season with a 2-2-1 record, a .911 save 
percentage and a 3.00 goals-against average. 

Backstory 

The 23-year-old goaltender was drafted by the Hurricanes 
with the No. 36 pick of the 2019 NHL Draft. Over 22 career 
NHL regular-season games, Kochetkov has a 13-4-5 record, 

a total .912 save percentage and a 2.34 goals-against 
average. 
The Hurricanes are first in the Metropolitan Division at 27-9-
8. 

Evaluating Kochetkov’s NHL time 

The move is certainly a bit of a bummer for Hurricanes fans; 
Kochetkov has been both good and fun since we got our first 
look at him last spring. The guy mixed it up with Brad 
Marchand during a playoff game, came back in the fall out of 
necessity, then put up a .928 save percentage and a 10-1-4 
record before the calendar flipped. What’s not to like? — 
Gentille 

Does the move make sense? 

Kochetkov is headed to the AHL for reasons that are both 
good and simple. For one, he’s scuffled a bit in his last four 
starts, going 0-3-1 with an .861 save percentage. Most of all, 
though, Carolina has two healthy goalies ahead of him, 
thanks to the return of the starter Andersen. Andersen needs 
playing time. Kochetkov, still in just his third North American 
season, does as well, and he can get that in Chicago. Factor 
in that he’s waiver-exempt and backup Antti Raanta is not, 
and the math gets simple. He’ll be back, though. — Gentille 
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Canes reassign goaltender Kochetkov to Chicago Wolves 

Don Waddell, President and General Manager of the 
National Hockey League’s Carolina Hurricanes, announced 
Monday the team has reassigned goaltender Pyotr 
Kochetkov to the Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey 
League (AHL). 
The Canes recalled Kochetkov from Chicago in April on an 
emergency basis after goaltender Freddie Andersen was 
injured in a game against Colorado. 
Kochetkov, 23, has posted a 2-2-1 record, 3.00 goals-against 
average and .911 save percentage in five AHL games with 
Chicago this season. 

He earned a 10-4-5 record, 2.33 goals-against average, .913 
save percentage and three shutouts in 19 NHL games with 
the Canes in the 2022-23 season. 
The Kazan, Russia, native was named Best Goaltender at 
the 2019 IIHF World Junior Championship after earning a 4-1 
record, 1.45 goals-against average and .953 save 
percentage to lead his home country to a bronze medal. 
Kochetkov was selected by Carolina in the second round, 
36th overall, of the 2019 NHL Draft and signed a two-year, 
entry-level contract with the Hurricanes on May 1, 2021. 
Kochetkov was selected by Carolina in the 2019 NHL Draft 
and signed a two-year, entry-level contract with the 
Hurricanes on May 1, 2021. 

 

 
 
 

 
Hurricanes Looking Like Strong Contenders for Stanley Cup 
 
By SportsGrid 
The Carolina Hurricanes sit on top of the NHL’s Metropolitan 
division, and there’s good reason to be bullish about 
their Stanley Cup odds. 
Getting over the playoff hump and winning multiple rounds in 
the postseason has been an issue for Carolina, but that 
hasn’t deterred oddsmakers from listing them as one of the 
favorites.  

Line movement (Open, Current) 

 Bruins +2500 to +550 
 Hurricanes +1200 to +750 
 Devils +8000 to +1400 

Hurricanes Continue Seeing Stanley Cup Odds Bet Down  

The Hurricanes have generated a lot of regular-season 
success over the last five seasons, but there’s been a lack of 
consistent playoff success over that stretch. They lost in 
the conference finals in 2019 but have yet to find the right 
mix to get over the top and compete for the Stanley Cup. 
Carolina won the Stanley Cup in 2006, but many wonder if 
this is finally the year they establish themselves as genuine 
contenders. 

The recent line movement that they’ve seen in the Stanley 
Cup marketplace certainly indicates so. The Hurricanes 
opened the year with +1200 odds to win the Stanley Cup and 
were listed at +900 last week before being bet down to their 
current number of +750. It certainly won’t be easy to capture 
the Metropolitan division, with the New Jersey 
Devils and New York Rangers breathing down their necks. 
Still, these playoff matchups would be relatively favorable for 
the Hurricanes, and it’s hard to see them entering any of 
those series as underdogs.  
Carolina went out in the offseason and acquired Max 
Pacioretty for pennies on the dollar, and he could be the 
missing piece they’ve been looking for. This team has lacked 
game-changing goal scorers, and Pacioretty certainly 
identifies as that. It’s likely no coincidence that when 
Pacioretty made his season debut last week, the Hurricanes 
also saw their Stanley Cup odds rise.  
Still, bettors haven’t fully bought into the Canes’ narrative, 
with them compiling just 5.6% of tickets and 4.5% of 
the handle. If Carolina can keep up the level of play they’ve 
brought to the table through the first half of the year, those 
numbers will likely see an uptick as we trend toward the 
postseason, and the public will have no choice but to take 
notice.  
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Consistency key to success for Jets, Hurricanes 

Crawford says goalie play for Winnipeg, center depth for 
Carolina leading way 

By Marc Crawford 

The Coaches Room is a regular feature throughout the 2022-
23 regular season by former NHL coaches and assistants 
who will turn their critical gaze to the game and explain it 
through the lens of a teacher. Marc Crawford, Mark Recchi 
and Phil Housley will take turns providing inside. 
In this edition, Crawford, coach of the Quebec Nordiques 
from 1994-95, Colorado Avalanche from 1995-98, Vancouver 
Canucks from 1998-2006, Los Angeles Kings from 2006-08, 
Dallas Stars from 2009-11, associate coach of the Ottawa 
Senators from 2016-19, assistant coach of the Chicago 
Blackhawks from 2019-22 and currently coach of ZSC of the 
National League in Switzerland, talks about what's worked 
so far this season for the Winnipeg Jets and Carolina 
Hurricanes. 
When you look at the Winnipeg Jets (29-14-1), you start with 
goaltender Connor Hellebuyck. He has been lights out for 
them and he's given them a lot of confidence, given them a 
chance to win every game. He's given them a terrific job 
doing what he needs to do in the net and I think he's really 
spurred on their team. When you get great goaltending, it 
helps your defense. The defensemen are not quite as 
concerned with being perfect. Then what ends up happening 
is when they're not worried about being perfect, they have 
more free flow. 
It's all of the things that feed off quality goaltending: 
Confidence in your defensive structure, the ability to know if 
you make a mistake, Hellebuyck is bailing you out time and 
time again. When things aren't going well, you kind of 
squeeze the details and when you do that, you're not playing 
as free. A free player and an instinctive player and a trusting 
player is a better player. 
I really like the way the Jets play. Josh Morrissey has had a 
great year statistically, but they've gotten some quiet 
contributions from their other defensemen, supporting the 
attack and being great at outlet passes. You look at their 
first-pass completion, all those statistics like that, they're just 
terrific. They're really good at exits and that sort of thing and 
I think that goes a long way. 
Secondarily, the focus overall on their defensive structure 
has been something that coach Rick Bowness has done a 
good job of getting them to buy in on. The early injuries that 
they had probably helped them because they needed other 

guys to tighten up their game and they've played from a 
strong, defense-first position. 
Finally, they've had bounce-back years from guys who had 
poor years last year. Most notable there is forward Blake 
Wheeler for me, and you need those. Adam Lowry has been 
pretty good this year. You can keep going down the line of 
that group. 
Now when you look at the Carolina Hurricanes (27-9-8), then 
you have to look at the consistencies that they have. First, 
their consistency at center is huge. Jordan Staal, Sebastian 
Aho, Paul Stastny, Derek Stepan. 
It's also their premiere defense. For that, it's Jaccob Slavin, 
for sure. He's just such an awesome player. Brady Skjei is a 
consistent contributor. Brett Pesce is consistent. Again, when 
you're strong in the middle and strong on defense, that's 
always two of the biggest areas that you need to be strong 
on. It means you're going to have a pretty good defensive 
zone approach. 
The other consistency is of coaching. I don't think enough is 
given to the consistency of that. What does Rod Brind'Amour 
do? His teams are in top shape. Even if it's only marginal, 
they have a consistent conditioning advantage over other 
teams. It shows itself early and sometimes it also shows 
itself late. Teams are starting to fade in the playoff push and 
they seem to get a second life. 
They've also had really strong penalty killing. Jesper Fast 
has been there a long time and is a great penalty killer. 
Same with Aho. When I think of Rod Brind'Amour, I think of 
top conditioning, but I also think of him as a top two-way 
center. There's got to be something to that. He understands 
what it takes to play the game right and you have to give a 
lot of credit to him. He insists upon it and he consistently gets 
it. 
You can also say they've had pretty consistent management. 
General manager Don Waddell did everything he could do to 
help the tea, he's been in the league for a long time, and he 
and Rod seem to work well together. 
Then you have the skill elements that can also speak to that 
consistency. I'm thinking of depth guys. Andrei Svechnikov 
has been there for five years, the consistency of scoring 
wingers and the improvement of scoring wingers. Even when 
they weren't going to be good scorers, they had better 
players with them that maybe took that scoring shortage and 
brought it up a notch. Now they've improved, so they're relied 
on to provide the scoring punch. 
Whenever you see a team that does well year after year, you 
just look at what the consistent things are. 
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Hurricanes Weekend Takeaways: Peaks and Valleys 
By Brandon Stanley 
These are the dog days of the NHL regular season, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes have shown the ebbs and flows that 
come with it recently. An 11-game winning streak was 
immediately followed by a four-game slide, and since then, 
the team has more or less played a game or two up, a game 
or two down. They have a 3-3-2 record in their last eight 
games, which essentially means they’ve lost five of eight. But 
even the very best teams go through tough stretches (unless 
you’re the 2022-23 Boston Bruins, apparently), and though 
the Hurricanes’ lead over the New Jersey Devils in the 
standings has fallen from seven to three, they remain in first 
place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Sign up for our regular 'Hurricanes Newsletter' for all the 
latest. 
Email * 

The weekend back-to-back was another example of the 
game’s inconsistent nature, as the team won a riveting 
matchup with the division rival Pittsburgh Penguins, giving 
the Hurricanes a perfect 4-0-0 record against Sidney Crosby 
and company on the season. It was the team’s first-ever 
season sweep of the Penguins, and a tough grind-it-out 
game until the very end. However, it was followed up by an 
ugly, come-from-ahead loss to the lowly Vancouver Canucks 
– a tough situation, to be fair, playing an afternoon game 
about 19 hours after wrapping up that hard-fought, 2-1 
victory. The team led 2-0, allowed the visitors to tie it, then 
seemed to take control with a pretty Sebastian Aho goal to 
make it 3-2 with under three minutes left. However, they 
could not hold on, ultimately falling in a shootout. 
Here are a couple of notes from those two games and some 
recent trends that predate the weekend. There are some 
interesting decisions for management to make on the 
horizon, as the team is looking for answers in a couple of 
familiar areas. The Hurricanes still have the second-best 
record in the NHL, but there are areas that need 
improvement as they enter the second half of the season. 

What’s Next in the Goaltending Saga? 

Sticking with the theme of peaks and valleys, roller coasters, 
or whatever other metaphor you want to use, we have the 
men between the Hurricanes’ pipes this season. After a 
rough start from Freddie Andersen and Antti Raanta, the 
former went down with an injury and missed a few months. 
That meant rookie Pyotr Kochetkov was thrust into action. 
He carried the team for a while, playing himself into the 
conversation for the Calder Trophy, then tweaked something 
in his lower body in a December win over the Devils. Since 
his return, he has yet to look like the same player from 
previous months. Andersen is now back, though, and playing 

very well in his first two appearances. So, what does this 
mean moving forward? 
The answer to this came pretty quickly, as NHL Network 
analyst and former Hurricanes goalie Kevin Weekes is now 
reporting that Kochetkov is heading to the American Hockey 
League (AHL) to suit up for the Chicago Wolves. One reason 
for this could be that the Hurricanes play just twice in the 
next 10 days, and he is the only waiver-eligible goalie on the 
roster. He also hasn’t seen as much action since Andersen 
returned, so it could simply be a quick trip to get in a game or 
two before returning to the big club. 
The other reason, though, and the one that seems more 
logical, is that this is a chance for Kochetkov to return to form 
and re-discover the magic of November and December. He’s 
out of whack mechanically, failing to get square to the 
shooter, playing too deep in his crease and getting small in 
the net, or giving up too much room on the short side. Low 
shots, in particular, have been an issue recently, as he’s 
given up many soft goals on shots right along the ice through 
the five-hole. Since returning from injury, he’s allowed 15 
goals in four starts – all losses – after allowing just 28 in his 
first 15 appearances of the season. 
I’ve written about the high ceiling of an Andersen-Kochetkov 
tandem, but not every player or tandem reaches their ceiling 
– at least not without struggles in the process. Kochetkov is 
still an extremely-talented goaltender with a bright future who 
is very much ahead of schedule. Right now, he’s still trying to 
figure it out, and it’s easy to forget how young he is at just 23 
years old, not to mention that he has been in North America 
for less than a year. Goalies his age are rarely ready to 
consistently contribute at the NHL level. So, with the two 
veteran goalies now healthy, what’s the point of forcing him 
into the spotlight of a Cup-contending club while he’s 
struggling, especially if he’s not going to get as much ice 
time with the team’s number-one back? 
 
Kochetkov getting the lion’s share of starts with the Wolves is 
best for his development right now. That doesn’t mean the 
Hurricanes won’t need him later this season or that he can’t 
force his way back up once he finds his rhythm again. But he 
clearly has things to work on, and this will give him a chance 
to do so with less pressure on his shoulders. 

Finishing – And, Particularly, the Power Play – in a Rut 

I’m running out of ideas to fix the power play (not that the 
organization, like, takes my ideas into account, but still). The 
Hurricanes have a really talented roster, some fantastic blue-
line creators, and a ton of skill in their forward group. Still, for 
whatever reason, the power play isn’t working. Finishing 
seemed to be a point of emphasis over the summer after 
Carolina was ousted from the postseason in large part due to 
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their special teams and scoring woes. But, at the season’s 
midway point, it again seems like the biggest hurdle standing 
between them and the franchise’s second Stanley Cup. 
Now part of this can be attributed to Brent Burns, who is still 
trying to find his place, and Max Pacioretty playing just three 
games and a half a period to date. One has to think that 
those two were acquired with the power play and offensive 
production in mind, and their presence should bring some 
improvement. The same can be said for players like Andrei 
Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen and Martin Necas, who are in 
mini-scoring-funks, and Sebastian Aho, who recently 
returned from injury and is just beginning to look like the star 
he is. 
At the end of the day, though, the system seems to be falling 
short, with too little off-puck movement and not enough 
stress put on the defenders. Head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
recently tried to shuffle the deck and swap up the units, and 
at first, it went well with the talent spread out. Unfortunately, 
after losing Pacioretty again, they’ve struggled mightily, 
perhaps worse than before. It may be time to give Brady 
Skjei a chance with the top power-play unit. Brett Pesce’s 
recent run up there has yielded few results, and Skjei leads 
the team in goals from the blue line with nine. 
This all feels like stuff that’s been said before, but it all brings 
us to the main question: is there anything that can be done 
about it? If the answer is no, the Hurricanes are risking 
getting booted from the postseason again for the same 
reason. They lost two big-time offensive performers in the 
offseason, Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter, and the 
two replacements, Pacioretty and Ondrej Kase, have played 
a combined four games (and half a period). 
 
Pacioretty’s injury seems minor, so there’s no reason to think 
he won’t return soon. It seems he’s being held out mostly for 
precautionary reasons, which is smart. A few January games 
are pretty meaningless; the team got him for April and 
beyond. But, with the two aforementioned 20-goal scorers 
playing elsewhere, is it enough? He was extremely impactful 
from his first shift in Raleigh, but the window for the 
Hurricanes is right now. With so many contracts coming up in 
the next two summers, if there was ever a time to go all-in 
and make a big splash, the time is right now. 
 
Do the Hurricanes make a trade for a middle-six and power-
play forward who can score? Do they factor in on a major 
piece like Bo Horvat, on pace for over 50 goals, who could fill 
the hole at second-line center (apologies to Paul Stastny, but 
that’s not who he is at this stage of his career)? Or does the 
front office simply believe in this group to get the job done? 
There are enough interesting pieces in the farm system that 
a move is possible, so if they can make the salary work, 

potentially adding a piece between Necas and Svechnikov 
could re-ignite a duo that was instrumental in the team’s 
march to the top of the division. But going forward with 
largely the same roster, considering the serious health 
questions surrounding their big acquisitions, feels like a real 
risk. 

Defense Stepping Up 

It hasn’t all been bad in Hurricanes land. Despite the offense 
drying up in recent games, the blue line has stepped up in 
admirable fashion. This was especially prevalent in the 
team’s 6-2 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets when the 
team tied a franchise record with five goals from 
defensemen. Skjei and Pesce have both been pretty regular 
offensive contributors in addition to their usual defensive 
excellence, and Jaccob Slavin has four points in the last 
three games after a bit of a slow first half (two goals, nine 
assists in the first 41 games of the season after a career-high 
42 points in 2021-22). 
Skjei has already tied his career high in goals and looks to 
be playing with as much offensive confidence as ever. He’s 
got a sneaky-good shot and has regularly jumped into the 
play. He’s also holding onto pucks and showing more of a 
willingness to dance around defenders, as his skating 
continues to cause issues for opponents, while also 
providing a bit of a failsafe in case things go wrong; his 
closing speed gives him the ability to make up ground in a 
hurry should the play head the other way off a turnover. 
It may sound redundant, but I want to remind anyone who 
may have forgotten: don’t take this Hurricanes defense for 
granted. It won’t always be like this. Between the 
aforementioned Pesce-Skjei pair, Slavin plying his masterful 
trade as arguably the best shutdown defender on the planet 
next to Burns’ fearsome offensive toolkit, and Jalen 
Chatfield‘s speed and energy alongside Calvin de Haan’s 
steady veteran presence rounding things out, there’s no real 
hole on the blue line. That’s as complete a defense as there 
is in the league, and after years of getting to watch these 
phenomenal players, it would be a shame if they become 
normalized. 
Some of them are up for contracts soon, and while there’s no 
telling what happens, be sure to enjoy it while you can. 
Whether the gang is broken up a season from now or five, it 
isn’t going to last forever. Even though the offensive group 
has improved year in and out, the present-day Hurricanes 
are built on the blue line. If they’re going to stay atop the 
Metropolitan Division and make a run at a Stanley Cup, this 
group will have to lead the way until improvements are 
made.

TODAY’S LINKS 
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https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-reassign-goaltender-kochetkov-to-chicago-wolves/20674532/ 
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Hurricanes reassign goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov to AHL’s Chicago 
Wolves 

 

The Athletic Staff, Sean Gentille3-3 minutes 16/01/2023 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes assigned goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov to the 
AHL’s Chicago Wolves, club president and general manager Don 
Waddell confirmed Monday. Here’s what you need to know: 

Kochetkov was called up to the NHL when Frederik Andersen left 
practice with an injury Nov. 8. Andersen missed 29 games and returned 
Jan. 12. 

Kochetkov has appeared in 19 games (18 of which were starts) for the 
Hurricanes this season and posted a 10-4-5 record with a .913 save 
percentage and a 2.33 goals-against average. He also posted three 
shutouts, including back-to-back shutouts against the Islanders on Dec. 
10 and the Red Wings on Dec. 13. In the month of December, he went 7-
0-1. 

Kochetkov has appeared in five games with the Wolves this season with 
a 2-2-1 record, a .911 save percentage and a 3.00 goals-against 
average. 

Backstory 

The 23-year-old goaltender was drafted by the Hurricanes with the No. 
36 pick of the 2019 NHL Draft. Over 22 career NHL regular-season 
games, Kochetkov has a 13-4-5 record, a total .912 save percentage and 
a 2.34 goals-against average. 

The Hurricanes are first in the Metropolitan Division at 27-9-8. 

Evaluating Kochetkov’s NHL time 

The move is certainly a bit of a bummer for Hurricanes fans; Kochetkov 
has been both good and fun since we got our first look at him last spring. 
The guy mixed it up with Brad Marchand during a playoff game, came 
back in the fall out of necessity, then put up a .928 save percentage and 
a 10-1-4 record before the calendar flipped. What’s not to like? — 
Gentille 

Does the move make sense? 

Kochetkov is headed to the AHL for reasons that are both good and 
simple. For one, he’s scuffled a bit in his last four starts, going 0-3-1 with 
an .861 save percentage. Most of all, though, Carolina has two healthy 
goalies ahead of him, thanks to the return of the starter Andersen. 
Andersen needs playing time. Kochetkov, still in just his third North 
American season, does as well, and he can get that in Chicago. Factor in 
that he’s waiver-exempt and backup Antti Raanta is not, and the math 
gets simple. He’ll be back, though. — Gentille 
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Wild gameday: Capitals' Alex Ovechkin still cruising into history 

 

Star Tribune staff 

 

Wild at Washington 

6 p.m., Capital One Arena 

TV: BSN Radio: 100.3-FM 

Game preview: Capitals LW Alex Ovechkin has 30 goals for the 17th 
season, which ties the record set by Mike Gartner. The 37-year-old 
Ovechkin, who has 810 career goals, this season passed Gordie Howe 
(801) to become the second-leading goal scorer in NHL history behind 
Wayne Gretzky (894). ... The Capitals are 24-16-6 and seventh in the 
Eastern Conference. ... D John Carlson is on injured reserve after being 
struck in the face by a puck on Dec. 23. ... At 24-14-4, the Wild are sixth 
in the Western Conference. 
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Matt Boldy signs seven-year, $49 million deal with Wild 

 

Jerry Zgoda 

 

Matt Boldy reported to work Monday still just 21 years old, but $49 million 
richer after he signed a seven-year contract meant to keep him with the 
Wild until 2030. 

"A deal like this, 21 years old, $49 million?" General Manager Bill Guerin 
said playfully. "He better be the most confident guy walking into that rink 
today." 

Boldy, the 12th player taken in the 2019 draft, finds himself fundamental 
for the franchise's future after playing in only 95 NHL games. 

"I called my parents first thing and they're super excited for me," he said 
as the team prepared to leave for an East Coast swing. "It's obviously 
pretty cool to share with them. It's a pretty cool moment, that's for sure." 

The 6-2, 201-pound Boldy has 12 goals and 17 assists in 42 games this 
season after a strong rookie season in which, after being called up in 
January, he scored 15 goals in 47 games. He had one goal in the Wild's 
six-game playoff series with the Blues and is in the final season of a 
three-year, $3.975 million contract. 

Guerin engaged Boldy's agent, Brian Bartlett, in negotiations recently, 
seeking to avoid a shorter two- or three-year "bridge" contract to Boldy's 
third contract — or restricted free agency this summer. 

In mere days, they made a deal. 
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"I love it here, from the moment I got here, the guys in the locker room," 
Boldy said. "It's a good place to be. It was a pretty easy decision for me." 

The Wild get some cost certainty going forth in a business all about 
salary-cap management. Boldy gets financial security at such a young 
age, so much so teammate Ryan Reaves shouted "49 million" across the 
dressing room toward him on Tuesday. 

"Matt's a kid we really believe in," Guerin said. "We think he's going to be 
a big part of our core moving forward. He's been in the league a short 
time, but he has had a big impact both on the ice and in the locker room. 
We realize it's early in his career, but we feel Matt is going to be one of 
the cornerstones of our organization." 

Wild coach Dean Evason called Boldy a "great player, a great person 
and a great teammate." 

"He fits the mold of what we want and who we want to be," Evason said. 
"We look forward to him being a leader on our hockey club for a long 
time." 

Boldy attended suburban Boston's Dexter School and played for the U.S. 
National Development team as well as Boston College. 

When asked what kind of player he expects to be seven years hence, 
Boldy said: "An older one for sure, with a more all-around game, more 
solid in a lot of different areas. Try to play my way, creative and smart 
and play strong over pucks. Hopefully, things just get better from here." 

Both PuckPedia.com and CapFriendly.com reported the yearly 
breakdown of the extension. It will be $8 million next season, $9.7 million 
in 2024-25, $7.7 million in 2025-26, $6 million in 2026-27, $5.96 million in 
2027-28, $5.82 million in 2028-29 and $5.82 million in 2029-30. There is 
no signing bonus, the first five years are no-trade, and the final two 
seasons include a modified, 10-team no-trade clause. 

Wild alternate captain Marcus Foligno called the signing a smart move. 

"He's a big guy and he's growing into his body still," Foligno said. 
"Longevity in this league is hard to come by. There's never a job secure 
in this league, but it feels like there is when you get those extensions. 
You're getting the commitment of the team to you." 

Boldy said he hasn't decided what he will buy or do with all that money 
when his new contract begins next season. 

Foligno has a suggestion or two. 

"Hopefully he gets some new clothes," Foligno said. "And we'll have to 
have him pay for dinner. That'd be nice." 
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Wild sign winger Matt Boldy to 7-year, $49 million contract extension 

 

Dane Mizutani 

 

Matt Boldy called his parents on Sunday night, about 12 hours before the 
news went public. He was on the precipice of signing a contract 
extension that was going to change his life, and naturally, he wanted to 
share the moment with the people who helped him get to this point. 

“They’ve done so much for me,” Boldy said. “To see it all come together 
and to be able to tell them that was really cool. I got to share that with 
them last night. I’ll never forget that.” 

It always seemed like a matter of time before the Wild committed Boldy, 
and it it happened Monday morning when he signed  a 7-year, $49 
million contract extension. The move will keep the 21-year-old winger 
under contract through the 2029-30 season. 

“I love it here,” Boldy said. “I think from the moment I got here, the group 
we have, the guys in the locker room, the management, the coaching, it’s 
a good place to be. Ever since I’ve been here, I’ve loved it, so it was a 
pretty easy decision for me.” 

Talking to reporters Monday, general manager Bill Guerin praised Boldy 
for the impact he already has had on the franchise, as well as the 
potential he has down the road. 

“It’s only been a short time in the league for him and he’s had a big 
impact on our team both on the ice and as a part of the team in the locker 
room,” Guerin said. “We have a lot of confidence in Matt. We realize that 
it’s early in his career. We feel like Matt is going to be one the 
cornerstones of our organizations.” 

The only gripe Guerin has had with Boldy to date is that he wants him to 
be a little more selfish on the ice. As a playmaker at heart, Boldy often 
looks to pass before he looks to shoot, and while Guerin doesn’t want to 
discourage that part of his game, he wants to see him take things into his 
own hands. 

“I think he tries to get too cute at times,” Guerin said. “That’s what 
playmakers do. You’ve got reel them back in. This is a fancy league for 
very few players. Everybody else has to simplify and be a little more 
direct.” 

As for Boldy’s demeanor away from the rink, coach Dean Evason said 
that also played a big role in the Wild wanting to commit to him. 

“You don’t give people long-term deals if they aren’t good teammates 
and good people,” Evason said. “He fits into what we’re trying to do here 
in Minnesota as an organization. He fits the mold of what we want and 
who we want. We look forward to him being a leader on our hockey club 
for a long time.” 

The domino effect of Boldy’s deal should come into focus in the coming 
months. 

There was thought that the Wild might try to work out a short-term deal in 
order to save themselves some money with a long list of of players who 
soon will be in need of a contract.  That includes Freddie Gaudreau, 
Ryan Reaves, Sam Steel, Brandon Duhaime, Mason Shaw, Matt Dumba, 
Calen Addison and Filip Gustavsson, among others. 

Instead, the Wild went with a long-term deal that leaves them with 
roughly $9.3 million in projected cap space this offseason. 

Not that Guerin is disappointed. He stressed how important it is for an 
organization to retain young talent. Especially someone like Boldy, who 
has such a high ceiling, and genuinely wants to be in Minnesota. 

“I think you have to take full advantage of that,” Guerin said. “I think us 
wanting Matt here as part of our foundation, and Matt wanting to be here, 
I think you have to take advantage of that.” 
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While Matt Boldy extension may end up a ‘steal,’ it means tough 
decisions looming for Wild 

 

Joe Smith 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Wild GM Bill Guerin and Matt Boldy’s camp have 
been talking about a contract extension since the summer. 

Guerin figured that getting Boldy’s deal done would be important so he’d 
know how much he’d have left to spend when several other regulars 
come up after this season. It’s the nature of roster building in a salary-
cap world. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 17, 2023 

 

The two sides weren’t always on the same page, agent Brian Bartlett 
said, but negotiations heated up over the weekend. 

You can thank the breakfast club. 

Guerin, assistant GM Chris O’Hearn and Bartlett met for breakfast at 
Cafe Astoria in St. Paul, and it was those talks — over breakfast 
sandwiches and pancakes — that served as a turning point in 
negotiations toward a long-term contract. Guerin and Bartlett also chatted 
for a while in the executive’s suite during Saturday’s game against 
Arizona. The Wild were thought to be targeting a bridge deal to keep the 
cap number lower. But getting Boldy locked in for seven years at $7 
million AAV could end up aging well if he turns into the budding star the 
Wild think he can be. His value is already at $7 million, and he hasn’t 
peaked yet. 

As Bartlett said, there’s risk for Boldy, 21, if he’s an elite player and ends 
up underpaid at the end, but he’s still making just $140,000 less than 
Sabres superstar Tage Thompson. Never pass up your first fortune. 

“Matt is a kid we really believe in,” Guerin said. “It’s early in his career but 
we just feel that Matt is going to be one of the cornerstones of the 
organization.” 

More to come on Matt Boldy extension and what it means for #MnWild 
cap. First priority to see what room they have left in summer. But deal 
could age well if Boldy continues his rise. My deep dive from earlier this 
season. “He’s going to be an All Star.” https://t.co/FH5O4157V6 
pic.twitter.com/ipqLzHMt35 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) January 16, 2023 

Boldy is getting paid like a cornerstone. He’s the Wild’s third highest-paid 
player behind Kirill Kaprizov ($9 million AAV) and captain Jared 
Spurgeon ($7.57 million AAV). He has no-trade protection in the final two 
years of his deal (a 10-team no-trade list). But everyone, from Guerin to 
coach Dean Evason to teammates, raved about Boldy’s commitment and 
his character. 

“I think (the deal) is going to end up being a steal for the Wild,” said 
veteran defenseman Alex Goligoski. “He could end up being one of the 
top wingers in the game. The sky is the limit.” 

And it means a lot to Boldy to receive that kind of faith and trust from the 
organization. 

“It’s exciting,” Boldy said. “That’s what you want to be, you want to be a 
player that makes a difference, play for as long as you can and have a 
big impact. That’s what I want to do. I don’t want to go out there and be 
happy with being in the league. I want to go out there, play well, score 
goals and help the team win.” 

Having Boldy’s contract done will help Guerin get the rest of his roster 
business done. There’s only $9 million left for next season’s $83 million 
cap, with goalie Filip Gustavsson, defenseman Calen Addison, center 
Sam Steel, and wingers Brandon Duhaime and Mason Shaw all 
restricted free agents. Freddy Gaudreau and Ryan Reaves are UFAs 
along with Matt Dumba, whose fate — playing his last season here — is 
pretty much sealed. 

You’d think that Gustavsson, Gaudreau and Addison are priorities, with 
Steel likely too, especially considering how well he’s fit on the top line 
with Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello. Guerin said they’re going to have 
some “tough decisions” to make. 

Does that mean the Wild won’t be able to keep all their RFAs or that 
they’ll have to make cap-cutting trades this summer? 

“I don’t know yet,” Guerin said. “We’ll have to see what we can get done 
with the other guys, the type of money they’re going to be looking for. We 
only have so much money to give. We’ve got to be able to fit guys into 
the puzzle. It’s that simple. 

“I can’t say we’re going to trade certain guys, I can’t say that we’re not. I 
can’t say we’re going to be able to let guys go.” 

One name to watch in this cap crunch is Jordan Greenway. The Athletic 
reported last week that Greenway wasn’t really sick on Jan. 8 when he 
was a late scratch for a 3-0 loss to the Blues. Greenway showed up 
significantly after the 4 p.m. meeting and they held him out, which put the 
team in a bind as they had to go with 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen. He also missed a meeting earlier this season. The Wild 
didn’t fine or suspend Greenway, who has been in the lineup ever since. 

But Guerin is a no-nonsense guy, and you don’t have to be an insider to 
realize Greenway has put himself on thin ice. Couple that with 
Greenway’s production (two goals in 25 games) and you could see why it 
might be a consideration for the Wild to move on from Greenway ($3 
million AAV through 2024-25). Guerin could probably sign Duhaime for 
about half of that and put him on the line with Eriksson Ek and Marcus 
Foligno. 

Some things could work themselves out too based on negotiations. Does 
Addison — who could end up leading all rookie defensemen in scoring — 
price himself out of the Wild’s plans? 

Guerin said they are at “status quo” right now in the sense that he 
doesn’t feel pressure to make any cap-saving trades before the March 3 
deadline. But as Guerin said during Saturday’s midseason address, their 
play will dictate how much of an aggressive buyer they are. While Jakob 
Chychrun and pending UFA Bo Horvat aren’t on the Wild’s radar, it 
wouldn’t be surprising to see them at least kick the tires and see what it 
would take to land a Jonathan Toews/Patrick Kane — they’ve got the cap 
space this season. 

#mnwild GM Bill Guerin held his midseason address today. I caught up 
with him 1-on-1 after. Lot of good stuff on trade deadline approach 

– What will dictate them being buyer 

– Likely rentals 

– Matt Dumba trade talks 

– Boldy contract 

– Goligoski situationhttps://t.co/bGyjCgWxkV 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) January 15, 2023 

But the first piece of the puzzle was Boldy, who has 12 goals this season. 
Guerin has said a key for Boldy is to be more aggressive offensively 
going forward without losing what he already does. 

“The way Matt’s brain works, he wants to make plays — he’s an unselfish 
player,” Guerin said. “You have to have guys that make guys around him 
better and that’s what he does, how he thinks. We don’t want to take 
away his natural instincts to make plays, but there is an element to 
simplify his game.” 

You could tell how much Wild teammates love Boldy by how much they 
were ribbing him Monday. There were loud stick taps at the end of 
practice, when Boldy led the stretch. And as Boldy was doing his media 
scrum in the dressing room, a few of the guys — most loudly Ryan 
Reaves — added their two cents. 

“Forty-nine (million)? Geez. Woah!” Reaves yelled. 

Boldy laughed. He was all smiles, talking about how special a moment it 
was when he called his parents Sunday night to tell them a deal was 
coming. He loves playing here, which made signing the deal an easy 
decision. “A deal like this, 21 years old, $49 million, he better be the most 
confident guy walking into that rink today,” Guerin quipped. 

As the Wild got ready to head to the airport for their upcoming four-game 
road trip, which starts Tuesday against the Capitals, a few teammates 
were already saying they know who would be paying the tab Monday 
night at dinner. 

“I’m sure I will be,” Boldy said, smiling. “We’ll see how that goes.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.17.2023 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 17, 2023 

 

1265430 Minnesota Wild 

 

Wild sign Matt Boldy to 7-year, $49 million extension: How this impacts 
Minnesota’s cap space 

 

The Athletic Staff, Joe Smith 

 

The Minnesota Wild have signed forward Matt Boldy to a seven-year, 
$49 million extension, Wild general manager Bill Guerin confirmed 
Monday. Here’s what you need to know: 

The extension carries a $7 million average annual value and runs 
through the 2029-30 season. 

In his second season with the Wild, Boldy has 12 goals and 29 points in 
42 games. 

Boldy sits second on the Wild in shots and ranks fourth in scoring, goals, 
power-play points (15) and power-play goals (five) so far this season. 

Starting off the week with a BOLD statement   

🗞 https://t.co/Vdo4kj9zWq#mnwild pic.twitter.com/XCzpH1exBT 

— Minnesota Wild (@mnwild) January 16, 2023 

Backstory 

The Wild selected Boldy, 21, with the No. 12 pick in the 2019 NHL Draft. 
The 6-foot-2, 201-pound forward has 27 goals and 68 points in 89 career 
NHL regular-season games with Minnesota. 

Why extend Boldy now? 

Boldy was set to be a restricted free agent this summer, and the Wild 
wanted to get his deal done first to see how much cap room they’d have 
left for several others. With Boldy at $7 million AAV, that leaves around 
$9 million left for Filip Gustavsson, Sam Steel, Calen Addison, Mason 
Shaw, Brandon Duhaime, plus UFAs like Freddy Gaudreau. It also likely 
means the Wild could make a deal or two to clear space. — Smith 

Boldy extension may end up a 'steal,' but 'tough decisions' lie ahead 

Boldy’s impact on Wild 

Kirill Kaprizov is the Wild’s best player, but Boldy is one of their other top 
scorers/playmakers. He’s got 12 goals this year after 27 last season and 
will be a catalyst if Minnesota goes anywhere in the playoffs. To have 
Kaprizov, Boldy and Joel Eriksson locked in up front, they’re in a good 
position when the cap goes up in coming years. — Smith 
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How the Wild have embraced analytics — an inside look: ‘It’s part of 
everything’ 

 

Joe Smith 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — The morning of Dec. 2, Dean Evason led the Wild 
coaches’ usual staff meeting at the TRIA Rink. 

Evason doesn’t use a separate office, as his predecessor, Bruce 
Boudreau, did. Instead, he has a desk in a room shared with his 
assistants, so they can communicate more quickly. There’s a big screen 

TV above Evason’s desk, and on this day, he went over clips from the 
previous night’s win over Edmonton. 

One of the first topics? How the game broke down from an analytics 
perspective. 

Enter Mat Sells, the team’s vice president of hockey strategy. 

He’s the Wild’s one-man analytics staff. 

“What did you see, hockey-wise?” Sells asked. “What did you see on the 
scoring chances?” 

The staff discussed. And then the 39-year-old Sells presented the data. 

“What Mat Sells does for us is he dummies the numbers down,” Evason 
said. 

For example, they started breaking down their next opponent, Anaheim, 
and Sells told the staff the Ducks had the third-highest rate in the league 
at dumping the puck. That gave the coaches something to work with 
when creating a practice plan, which included retrievals and breakout 
drills. 

When Evason presented the game plan to players, he delivered a phrase 
so popular that they knew it was coming. 

“Via Mat Sells.”  

The Wild may have the NHL’s leanest analytics department — Sells is 
the only full-timer — but there are very few decisions the team makes 
that aren’t at least partially influenced by its work. The decision to scratch 
rookie Calen Addison. The demotion of Marco Rossi. The buyouts of 
Zach Parise and Ryan Suter. Sells will be one of the first calls general 
manager Bill Guerin makes when debating trade-deadline targets or 
upcoming contracts for Matt Boldy, Filip Gustavsson and others. Sells 
travels with the team and is in most coaches’ meetings.  

Guerin and Evason are perceived to be “old school.” And in some ways 
they are. But you can tell by how the organization operates that they’ve 
bought into analytics big-time. 

“I think a lot of coaches won’t,” Evason said. “They’ll say, ‘I don’t want f—
ing analytics. But why wouldn’t you? It’s amazing the tools we have now. 
We’d be stupid not to use it. 

“They shouldn’t be the end-all. It should be a piece of how we’re 
coaching and what we do.” 

#NHLAnalytics update   pic.twitter.com/IqR9miNe9A 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) October 27, 2022 

So who is this guy so trusted by the Wild staff? 

“He’s a hockey guy,” Guerin said. “Who just so happens to be brilliant.” 

Sells didn’t have much of a playing career, growing up in the small town 
of Gull Lake, Saskatchewan. He played midget hockey, then eventually 
senior league. How did he play? “Not well,” he joked. 

But Sells was a huge sports fan — specifically a CFL fan — and would 
grab the sports page and dig through the box scores. He got his start in 
the business in 2012, volunteering to help the staff for the junior team in 
Penticton, B.C. The Vees, led by Troy Stecher and Steven Fogarty, set 
league and national records on their way to winning a national 
championship, their first in 26 years.  

Sells’ big break came with a move to Hockey Canada, where he helped 
on the staff of the 2014 gold medal-winning team in Sochi. He started in 
development, doing on-ice skill work, from 5-year-olds up to junior. He 
was known for his ability to break down video, which was to his benefit 
when the program got grant money to hire someone who could help pre-
scout for the Olympics.  

It was in October 2013, and by then everyone who was very good 
already had a job. Sells was there. He became an assistant to video 
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coach Andrew Brewer, spending his time cutting video of other national 
teams. Brewer and Sells put together an extensive library from 
international tournaments. When Canada’s coaches got started, they 
were handed a tablet with folders breaking down each team’s forecheck, 
power play, penalty kill.  

“Everything you could think of, we had it,” Sells said. 

Sells said analytics were still in the very early stages in hockey — the 
expected goals model wasn’t quite there. But he looked a lot at Fenwick 
(shot-attempt differential). He also worked on factoring quality of 
teammates and competition into assessments. This helped with 
Canada’s roster selection — not necessarily with Sidney Crosby or 
Jarome Iginla but the fringe guys. Sells and the video/analytics staff 
could show coaches and brass like Steve Yzerman how each player was 
used with their NHL team, their strengths, and how they’d fit. Brewer, in 
Sochi, would give Sells, back in Calgary, projects, and they’d be cut up 
by the time the Canada staff woke up the next morning.  

“I was hooked,” Sells said. 

Sells, who started law school at the University of Calgary in 2014, stayed 
on with Team Canada, getting a bigger role when Mike Babcock brought 
Brewer to the Red Wings. He was on Jon Cooper’s staff at the 2017 
World Championships in Paris, recalling a bucket-list moment of having 
lunch with Cooper, Gerard Gallant and Dave Hakstol. 

Sells joked he was trying to get Cooper to bring him to Tampa, but the 
late Tom Kurvers — a former Lightning exec who joined the Wild — was 
big on him coming to Minnesota for the 2019-20 season. Sells was hired 
by former GM Paul Fenton, who was replaced two weeks later by Guerin. 

How does Sells sum up the journey?  

“A lifetime in the game and just spending so much time with coaches and 
managers that I just know what they want to talk about and how to talk 
about it,” Sells said. “You can learn a lot in life by just listening. Soak it all 
in.” 

It was late July 2021, and Guerin was considering signing defenseman 
Jon Merrill. 

One of his first calls was to Sells. 

“What do you think of Jon Merrill?” 

“For how much?” Sells asked. 

“850K,” Guerin said. 

“That guy can play,” Sells said. “Jon Merrill at one-year, $850K, that’s a 
home run.” 

Sells also suggested the Wild sign Merrill early on to a three-year 
extension (at $1.2 million AAV) a year later. Merrill isn’t a big-ticket 
player, but for that number for a third-pairing defenseman and penalty 
killer, it fit. 

As of August, the Wild ranked No. 4 in the league in contract efficiency, 
according to The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn’s model. Deals for Jared 
Spurgeon, Jonas Brodin, Ryan Hartman and Joel Eriksson Ek all have 
Sells’ fingerprints on them. 

Guerin said he didn’t really pay attention to analytics during his player 
career — he didn’t believe in them because he “didn’t have to.” But he 
learned to appreciate them while an executive with the Penguins and 
brought it to Minnesota. 

He bristles a bit when the Wild’s analytics staff is described as “lean.” He 
admitted there can be friction between scouting and analytics, but he 
doesn’t feel it here. And Sells said Wild scouting director Judd Brackett is 
very in-tune with analytics in building the league’s eighth-best prospect 
pool. AHL Iowa coach Tim Army said they have video coach Keith 
Paulsen create some of their own analytics data and get help from Sells, 
too.  

“We have one guy who does our analytics,” Guerin said. “But it’s a big 
department because we highly value what Mat says, what he brings to 
the table. I don’t care if you have one guy or 12 guys, it’s the relationship 
of the people. Mat has a great relationship with me, the coaches. He 
speaks hockey. That’s why I think he’s effective.” 

Guerin said he’ll add to staff when Sells feels it’s needed. And Sells 
believes they’re in a good place, considering they collaborate so much. 
“The staff may be lean,” Sells said. “But the investment (in analytics) is 
substantial.” 

Sells usually sits next to Guerin and assistant GM Chris O’Hearn at 
games. He could do his work from his home in Edina, but the Wild feel 
it’s important for him to be there. Sells has his laptop with him at games 
but doesn’t use it unless there’s a question. His work starts after the 
game and early into the morning when he goes over data.  

Sells loves using public data, citing HockeyViz, Natural Stat Trick and 
Evolving-Hockey as some of his sources. He digs Luszczyszyn’s models, 
too. “His work is fantastic,” Sells said. The public data isn’t typically in 
Sells’ reports, though there are times when a data visual is brought up in 
a meeting (like a heat map of shot attempts, or a player’s expected 
regression over a contract). 

Most of the content in Sells’ reports comes from the mountain of data 
available to NHL teams through player and puck tracking. The puck has 
a chip in it, and there’s one in every player’s jersey, and that information 
has been a game-changer for teams. Public sites routinely use play-by-
play data, for example. Sells said “probably less than 1 percent” of data 
teams use is available to the public. 

“With player and puck tracking, we know where every player and the 
puck is multiple times per second,” he said. “Play-by-play tells you there’s 
a shot on goal from X feet. I don’t know how many data points there are 
in a game in player-puck tracking, maybe tens of thousands? 

“The important stuff is now that you have this ocean of data, what can 
you do with it? How do you turn it into something that’s actionable?” 

Sells wouldn’t get into many specifics on what he mines from player 
tracking data. He did say the team’s expected goals model is much more 
accurate. Like most teams, the Wild track scoring chances, 50-50 battles, 
opponents’ tendencies (their forecheck, their retrievals, where players 
are most dangerous on the ice). Public data offers outcomes, but internal 
metrics tell you “why those results are happening,” he said. For example, 
stats will tell you Brodin is strong at suppressing shots; puck tracking 
shows what he does to be so effective. Guerin often tells players that 
with the chip technology, everything you do on the ice is monitored and 
recorded. “You can’t hide.” 

“All the best teams use statistics in every facet of what they’re doing,” 
Sells said. “Five years ago, every team didn’t have someone working in 
that area. Now you’re talking about teams that have 10-plus. Even for a 
while, it was ‘We’ll check a box.’ And if a reporter asks, ‘Hey what are 
you doing with analytics?’ they can say, ‘We’ve got a guy.’ 

“Now it’s part of everything.” 

After practices or skates, Marcus Foligno finds time to do his homework. 

The veteran winger will pull out an iPad or computer in the team lounge 
and watch his shifts. The information players have is endless. He can 
see his takeaways, his turnovers, where the puck travels while he’s on 
the ice, a heat map for each period and so on. 

“It’s humbling,” he said. 

But it’s also enlightening. 

Foligno, on a shutdown line with Eriksson Ek and Jordan Greenway, 
noted that he’ll be happy if his line has more offensive zone time than 
time at the other end. Even if they don’t have a ton of scoring chances, 
they’re doing their job. The individual stats and video can be helpful, but 
what Foligno and teammates say is most useful is tendencies of 
opponents. 
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If Sells’ numbers point out that a team is last in the league in recovery on 
rims, the Wild will keep dumping the puck in. If the opponent is great at it, 
they’ll do a soft chip. 

“That kind of stuff has been an eye-opener before games,” Foligno said. 
“Every team has similar strengths, but if you can find a weakness, you 
just try to beat the crap out of a weakness and put it in your favor. That’s 
what Sells and the coaching staff do a great job of.” 

Foligno said analytics also help with mid-game adjustments. There might 
be a time when Evason will tell them they’re not getting enough second 
chances and chip tracking shows it’s because they’re not around the net 
enough. Foligno might use the technology to compare himself to a similar 
player and his wall play, techniques. For the penalty kill, the numbers will 
show where a power play typically shoots and scores from. 

“Numbers don’t lie,” Foligno said. “If you’re doing well, numbers are going 
to be in your favor. The eye test is great. But if analytics can back it up, 
why not use it?” 

Many #NHL teams have players wear heart rate monitors during 
practices, workouts, games. What do they learn from the data? An inside 
look how #mnwild use it to help determine how/when they practice, when 
players return from injuries @firstbeat https://t.co/HhR0fvkvzq 
pic.twitter.com/bgpyagUNlt 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) January 12, 2023 

It’s hard to find a decision Evason doesn’t examine the data for. He trusts 
strength and conditioning coach Matt Harder and the information gleaned 
from players’ heart rate monitors when it comes to how often the team 
practices. Sells’ analytics helps Evason with lineup decisions, pre-scout 
strategy and what to teach players in practice. 

It’s not just reactionary, like the meeting the morning after the Oilers win. 
It’s preventative. 

Evason said there are times when Sells might bring up a player who is 
trending in the wrong direction analytically so they can get ahead of it. 
The same goes for when the team is on a winning streak, but the process 
— the data — shows bad habits forming. If the coaching staff is 
concerned with a defenseman like Addison’s gaps, Sells has the stats to 
show he allowed six zone entries off his side in that last game. 

“We do embrace (analytics),” Evason said. “I think it’s wonderful. But 
there’s a balance. You can’t have all analytics and you can’t have all 
hockey. You have to have a little bit of both.” 
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Orlov scores in OT as Capitals rally to beat Islanders 4-3 

 

Allan Kreda 

 

NEW YORK — Dmitry Orlov scored at 4:27 of overtime as the 
Washington Capitals rallied from three goals down to down to beat the 
New York Islanders 4-3 on Monday night. 

Garnet Hathaway, Tom Wilson and T.J. Oshie scored over the final 30 
minutes of regulation after the Capitals trailed 3-0. Darcy Kuemper had 
27 saves to help Washington snap a three-game losing streak and 
improve to 14-4-2 since Dec. 5. 

Sebastian Aho, Matt Martin and Hudson Fasching scored to help the 
Islanders build their lead early in the second period. Ilya Sorokin finished 
with 31 saves. 

Ilya Sorokin and the Islanders lose for the sixth time in the last eight 
games.  

Aho opened the scoring at 4:24 of the first, blasting a shot from the point 
past Keumper for his fourth goal of the season. Islander defensemen 
have 27 goals this season, tied with Carolina for the league lead. 

Martin scored with 6:51 left in the period with his fourth and Fasching 
increased the lead to 3-0 at 3:51 of the second with his third. 

Hathaway broke through for the Capitals with his seventh at 10:01 of the 
middle period. Alex Ovechkin had an assist on the play, extending his 
team lead to 50 points. 

Wilson made it 3-2 with his first goal this season with 6:52 left in the 
second. Wilson was playing only his fourth game following recovery from 
left knee surgery. 

The Islanders held the slim lead entering the third and were 16-2-0 when 
leading through 40 minutes this season. 

Oshie tied it when his long shot from just inside the blueline at the left 
point eluded Sorokin at 5:54 of the third for Oshie’s ninth of the season. 

Oshie then set up Orlov for the winning goal in the final minute of 
overtime. 

The Islanders held a pre-game moment of silence for Gino Odjick, the 
former forward who passed on Sunday at age 52. Odjick played 82 
games for the Islanders over three seasons in the late 1990s. 

Zach Parise played in his 127th consecutive game for the Islanders. The 
38-year-old forward has played every game since joining the team in 
October 2021. 

Capitals: Host Minnesota on Tuesday night. 

Islanders: Host Boston on Wednesday night. 
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Islanders' Lane Lambert 'very surprised' Alex Ovechkin hit wasn't a 
penalty 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau returned to the game, but the Islanders were still 
unhappy with Alex Ovechkin’s second-period hit to the center’s head that 
led to him needing to be helped off the ice. 

“Very surprised [that it wasn’t a penalty],” coach Lane Lambert said 
following the 4-3 overtime loss on Monday night at UBS Arena. 
“Charging, boarding, whatever it might be. He took steps. We definitely 
should’ve been on the power play.” 

With Pageau playing the puck in the corner after an unsuccessful 
Capitals power play, Ovechkin took his shoulder to Pageau’s head from 
behind, sending the Islanders center’s head into the glass before Pageau 
crumpled to the ice. He struggled to stand straight after getting up, 
needing help from teammate Noah Dobson and a trainer to get off the 
ice. 

No penalty was called on Ovechkin for the hit following a video review, a 
decision that was greeted with boos. 

The hit came 6:35 into the second period, and Garnet Hathaway would 
begin a three-goal comeback for the Capitals shortly after, scoring at the 
10:01 mark. The Islanders went on to blow a 3-0 lead as Dmitry Orlov 
scored the winner in overtime. 

“Not a hit that we loved, obviously,” Matt Martin told The Post. “Thought 
he was vulnerable. Thought [Ovechkin] kinda charged in or whatever. 
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They looked at it and deemed it to be a legal hit so there’s not much you 
can do.” 

“Obviously when you’re vulnerable like that, those are dangerous,” 
Dobson said. “It’s good to see him come back and be OK.” 

Pageau did not speak to reporters following the game, but Lambert said 
he would be fine after being asked if additional tests would be needed on 
Tuesday. 

The Islanders have already dealt with myriad injuries this season, 
including suspected concussions to Kyle Palmieri following a hit by Nick 
Ritchie of the Coyotes and Adam Pelech, the latter following a hit into the 
boards by Robert Bortuzzo of the Blues. Both of those players are still on 
injured reserve, as is Oliver Wahlstrom. 

Lambert shot down the notion that his team hasn’t had enough of a 
response to those hits following Monday’s game. 

“I think if you look at the score, Matt Martin had 10 hits tonight,” he said. 
“I think there was a response.” 

According to Natural Stat Trick, Ovechkin took three hits in the match, 
which turned into a scrappy affair shortly after the hit. 

“They were physical tonight, we were physical,” Martin said his lip still 
bloody after a collision with Dylan Strome. “Usually when you play the 
Caps, games between us generally are. I think the goal they got shortly 
after that [hit on Pageau] was the one that kind of gave them life and then 
we weren’t able to get that fourth one.” 
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Islanders blow three-goal lead in brutal overtime loss to Capitals 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

It was on course to be one of the best wins of the Islanders’ season. 
Instead, Monday night turned into one of their worst losses.  

Thirty minutes into the match, the Islanders held a commanding three-
goal lead over the Capitals and looked to be in prime position to take 
what was effectively a four-point game against their close rivals in the 
Metropolitan Division. A win on Monday would have put their recent 
struggles behind them. It would have made a .500 record on a season-
long five-game homestand the minimum, and something of a statement 
win after a rough start to 2023.  

Instead, the rough start to the new year got rougher. The Islanders blew 
that three-goal lead in short order as Alex Ovechkin’s second-period hit 
on Jean-Gabriel Pageau changed the tenor of the match and set the tone 
for a stunning four-goal comeback that ended in a 4-3 loss at UBS Arena 
on Dmitry Orlov’s winning goal in overtime.  

“We’re putting ourselves in tough spots sometimes,” captain Anders Lee 
said. “And it bit us tonight. This is a frustrating loss for sure.”  

The hit on Pageau came 6:35 into the second period, as Ovechkin 
followed an unsuccessful power play by running the Islanders center into 
the boards, crashing his shoulder into Pageau’s head. Though the 
Islanders had been controlling the game, the ice quickly tilted in the 
opposite direction, and at 10:01, Garnet Hathaway scooted a puck 
underneath Ilya Sorokin’s pads to begin the comeback. A hair over three 
minutes later with the teams playing at four-on-four, Tom Wilson roofed a 
puck from the crease after the Islanders lost track of him.  

It went to the final period 3-2, and with Pageau returning to the game late 
in the second, the hope was that the Islanders had weathered the worst 
of the storm. But it’s the hope that kills you, and the Islanders could not 
stem the tide.  

“I don’t think that hit necessarily [changed the game] but I think their 
physical play [did],” Hudson Fasching, who scored a second-period goal 
to put the Islanders ahead 3-0, said. “They were pissed off after we went 
up 3-0 and started playing a lot more physical.”  

T.J. Oshie deflected Erik Gustafsson’s shot from the left point past 
Sorokin 5:56 into the third to tie it and the atmosphere at UBS Arena 
went downright glum.  

Ilya Sorokin gives up a goal 

The Islanders blew a three-goal lead in the loss. 

Robert Sabo for the NY POST 

The Islanders hung on until overtime, when Orlov notched the game-
winner to salvage a point as Mathew Barzal lost him on a give-and-go 
sequence with Oshie. But it should have been two points. Not only did 
the Islanders hold a 3-0 lead, but Pageau was denied early in OT by 
Darcy Kuemper on a breakaway chance that had him in all alone.  

“Obviously you go up 3-0 in the game, gotta find a way to close it out,” 
Noah Dobson told The Post. “Unfortunately we didn’t. … We sat back a 
little in the second, they capitalized.”  

Though the Islanders earned a badly needed win over Montreal on 
Saturday, this would have put them in position to hop the Capitals in the 
standings, as they hold a game in hand over Washington. And with the 
Islanders’ record an abysmal 2-4-2 since the calendar turned to 2023, a 
win over the bottom-feeding Canadiens won’t boost anyone’s spirits if 
they follow it with a collapse like Monday’s.  

Coach Lane Lambert, hiding his anger underneath a sheen of politeness, 
was questioned afterward on both the team’s toughness and whether the 
roster has enough finishing with the offense struggling. Forty-five games 
into the season, it is not ideal that either of those things can be 
questioned.  

In response to the team’s toughness, he cited Matt Martin’s 10 hits in 
what was a physically played game throughout. As to the Islanders 
finishing, he said, “Absolutely. … We’ve been creating opportunities. 
There’s certain guys that have been in droughts and they’ll come out of 
them.”  

“I think we just gotta play hard,” Fasching said. “We can’t let them dictate 
the game with physical play. I think we’re a strong team and we can play 
through that for sure.”  

The Islanders have been lucky in the sense that the Capitals and 
Penguins have both struggled as well, both teams failing to put any 
distance between them in the standings despite the Islanders playing 
some of their worst hockey all year. Both Washington and Pittsburgh, 
though, got wins on Monday, and the Penguins hopped the Islanders in 
the standings with theirs.  

Those teams won’t struggle forever.  

And the Islanders’ season is right back on tilt. 
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Islanders' Jean-Gabriel Pageau returns to game after head hit by Alex 
Ovechkin 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

The Islanders may have a bone to pick with Alex Ovechkin after their 4-3 
overtime loss to the Capitals Monday night. 
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Jean-Gabriel Pageau left the match against the Capitals in the second 
period after a hit to the head from Washington’s star winger. He returned 
later in the period. 

Playing the puck in the corner after an unsuccessful Capitals power play, 
Ovechkin took his shoulder to Pageau’s head from behind, sending the 
Isles center to the ice. Pageau struggled to stand straight after getting up, 
needing help from Noah Dobson and a trainer to get off the ice. 

No penalty was called on Ovechkin for the hit following a video review, a 
decision that was greeted with boos inside UBS Arena. 

The sequence was shortly followed by a Capitals goal, as Garnet 
Hathaway cut an Islanders lead to 3-1. 

The Islanders have already dealt with myriad injuries this season, 
including suspected concussions to Kyle Palmieri and Adam Pelech, the 
latter following a hit into the boards by Robert Bortuzzo of the Blues. Both 
of those two players are still on injured reserve, as is Oliver Wahlstrom. 
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Hudson Fasching continues to impress with Islanders 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

Hudson Fasching continues to solidify his long-term future in the NHL. 

He took a career-high six shots and scored the third goal as the Islanders 
lost to the Capitals, 4-3, in overtime on Monday night at UBS Arena. 

It was the 27-year-old Fasching’s fourth career goal in 56 NHL games 
and third in 18 games with the Islanders this season. He had bounced 
between the NHL and the AHL in the Sabres’ and Coyotes’ organizations 
before starting this season with the Islanders’ AHL affiliate in Bridgeport. 

“Definitely I feel like I left a couple on the table there,” Fasching said. “I 
had a couple of good looks.” 

The best came at 3:18 of the third period as Capitals goalie Darcy 
Kuemper made a dazzling stop on Fasching’s backhander at the crease. 

Not sentimental 

Lane Lambert already had coached against the Capitals in 20 regular-
season games plus a five-game playoff series since joining the Islanders. 
But Monday marked his first game against his former team as a head 
coach. 

Not surprisingly, Lambert wasn’t particularly moved. 

“Not really,” he said. “We’ve played so many times. That ship has sailed. 
It’s a former team.” 

Isles files 

D Adam Pelech (injured reserve/suspected head injury) took another 
step toward his eventual return by rotating with the other six defensemen 
during line rushes and special-teams work in the morning skate, the first 
time he’s done so since getting hurt on Dec. 6 . . . The Capitals played 
the majority of the game with 11 forwards as Nic Dowd exited with a 
lower-body injury at 4:40 of the first period after taking a hard check from 
Cal Clutterbuck . . . The Islanders marked Mental Health Awareness 
Night with, among other things, an in-game moment of calm and therapy 
dogs roaming the concourses . . . LW Ross Johnston remained a healthy 
scratch. 
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Islanders blow 3-0 lead, lose to Capitals in overtime 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

It’s on to the next biggest game of the season for the Islanders. They 
blew the chance for two points in this one. 

“Any time you get a three-goal lead, you’ve got to find a way to close that 
out and get both points,” defenseman Noah Dobson said Monday night. 
“Unfortunately, we didn’t.” 

Alex Ovechkin’s heavy second-period hit on Jean-Gabriel Pageau 
changed the momentum as the Islanders lost, 4-3, in overtime to the 
Capitals in the first of four games between teams battling for playoff 
position in the Eastern Conference. 

Defenseman Dmitry Orlov scored with 33 seconds left in overtime as the 
Islanders (23-18-4) were leapfrogged by the Penguins for the final wild-
card spot instead of moving within one point of the Capitals for the first 
wild-card position. 

“You just have to move on. Clearly, the ending wasn’t the way we 
wanted,” said coach Lane Lambert, who said before the game that “every 
game from here on in is going to be the biggest game of the year.” 

It also dropped the Islanders to 1-1-2 on their homestand, which 
concludes against the NHL-best Bruins on Wednesday night. 

“When you build a 3-0 lead, it’s hard to give it up,” Lambert said. “We’ll 
have to figure that out.” 

Ilya Sorokin, making his fourth straight start and 12th out of the last 13, 
stopped 31 shots but wasn’t as sharp as he had been in previous efforts. 
Darcy Kuemper made 27 saves for the Capitals (23-16-6), denying 
Pageau’s breakaway in overtime. 

The Capitals began their turnaround after Ovechkin’s crunching hit on 
Pageau along the wall in the Islanders’ zone at 6:34 of the second 
period. A wobbly Pageau was helped to his skates by Dobson and 
headed straight for the team’s dressing room as Ovechkin’s high hit on 
Pageau, who had his back turned, was reviewed via video. Ovechkin 
went unpenalized and Pageau returned at 16:05 of the period. 

By then, the Capitals had closed to within 3-2 on goals by Garnet 
Hathaway at 10:01 and Tom Wilson at 13:08 with the teams skating four-
on-four. 

“Very surprised,” Lambert said when asked about Ovechkin escaping a 
penalty. “Charging, boarding, whatever it might be. He took steps and we 
definitely should have been on the power play.” 

“Didn’t love it, obviously,” said Matt Martin, who had a game-high 10 hits 
and a bloody, fat lip. “They looked at it and deemed it legal. I mean, what 
can you do?” 

T.J. Oshie deflected defenseman Erik Gustafsson’s shot from the left 
point at 5:54 of the third period to tie it at 3. 

“Just the way we were playing, we weren’t as aggressive and on our toes 
as we were early on in the game,” Dobson said. “They’re a good team. If 
you sit back a little too much, they’re going to find plays and make plays.” 

The Islanders took a 2-0 lead in the first period with their simple, 
structured play. 

Defenseman Sebastian Aho made it 1-0 at 4:24 with a shot through 
traffic from the blue line. Martin scored on a tip-in of a shot by Alexander 
Romanov from the blue line that first was deflected by Cal Clutterbuck to 
make it 2-0 at 13:19. 
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Hudson Fasching’s goal from the right circle past a surprisingly immobile, 
though screened, Kuemper pushed it to 3-0 at 3:51 of the second period. 

“I think they got a jolt out of [Hathaway’s] goal,” Martin said. “We just 
didn’t take back momentum. We couldn’t get the next one. We had our 
opportunities, for sure. We’ve just got to find a way to clamp it down a 
little and get that fourth goal to try and put it away.” 
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Former Islander Gino Odjick, 52, team enforcer, has died 

 

By John Valenti 

 

Longtime NHL enforcer Gino Odjick, who spent parts of three seasons 
with the Islanders, died Sunday. He was 52. 

His death was confirmed in a tweet by the Islanders as well as on 
Facebook by his sister, Dina. 

“The New York Islanders are deeply saddened to learn [of] the passing of 
former family member Gino Odjick,” the team tweeted, adding: “The team 
extends our condolences to the Odjick family and friends.” 

In her posts, Dina Odjick wrote: “Our hearts are broken. My brother Gino 
Odjick has left us for the spirit world. Fly high my brother. I’m gonna miss 
our dailey (sic) chats and your sense of humour. R.I.P. mon frère #29.” 

According to reports, the cause of death is believed to have been a heart 
attack. In 2014, Odjick was diagnosed with a rare terminal blood disorder 
called AL amyloidosis. 

Born on Sept. 7, 1970, the fourth of sixth children and the only boy, 
Odjick grew up on the Algonquin reserve of Kitigan Zibi, outside of the 
small town of Maniwaki, Quebec. His parents also raised 32 foster 
children. 

“Honest player who cared about people and his teammates,” said MSG 
Networks Islanders analyst Butch Goring, who coached him in 1999-
2000. “He had a strong desire to compete and be successful.” 

Odjick, a 6-3, 224-pound forward, primarily was known throughout his 
playing career as an enforcer — a fighter who provided the muscle to 
keep opponents in line. 

Odjick said his fighting skills were learned, in part, as the result of 
needing to defend himself and others because of racial tensions between 
inhabitants of the reserve and local townfolk in Maniwaki. 

His best offensive year came in the 1993-94 season, when he had 16 
goals and 13 assists. 

“I think the best way to describe him would be ‘gentle giant,’ ” said Chris 
King, the Islanders’ longtime radio announcer. “A hulking, large man. But 
just all heart and always smiling, always laughing. Always had a good 
word to say about everyone. On the ice, there might not have been a 
more feared player and, in the room, there probably wasn’t a more loved 
player.” 

As a junior player, his fighting skills earned him the nickname “The 
Algonquin Assassin.” 

Chosen by the Vancouver Canucks 86th overall in the 1990 NHL Draft, 
Odjick played in Vancouver from 1990-91 to 1997-98, spending as much 
time in the penalty box as on ice, racking up six seasons with at least 200 
penalty minutes, two of them with more than 300 penalty minutes. 

“He had been on a very good Vancouver team for many years and the 
Islanders were struggling in the late-'90s when he arrived,” King said. 
“You knew the reputation. But once you got to know him, there was just 

something about that smile. He had the one, missing tooth up front. It 
was the toothless grin and he would always flash it at you. If you were 
interviewing him, he would throw his arm around you to make his point to 
chat with you. He always had fun with the media.” 

Odjick was traded to the Islanders for defenseman Jason Strudwick on 
March 23, 1998. He totaled nine goals and 13 assists and accumulated 
254 penalty minutes with the team. He was  traded by the Islanders to 
the Philadelphia Flyers for Mikael Andersson and a fifth-round pick in the 
2000 NHL Draft. 

Odjick finished his NHL career with the Montreal Canadiens, last 
appearing in the NHL in 2002. In 605 career NHL games, he had 64 
goals, 73 assists and 2,567 penalty minutes. 

Odjick last played in 2004-05 for the Horse Lake Thunder in the North 
Peace Hockey League. One of his teammates was former Rangers star 
Theo Fleury. 
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The hits, the hurts and the competitive drive of Islanders' Cal Clutterbuck 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

Not surprisingly, Cal Clutterbuck clobbered an opponent on the first shift 
of his first youth game in which hitting was allowed. The Islanders’ fourth-
liner can’t quite remember if he was 8, 9 or 10 years old, but he 
remembers immediately enjoying the physicality. 

“We were playing a team from the U.S.,” said Clutterbuck, from Welland, 
Ontario. “When we played on our side of the border, there would be 
contact. When we played on their side of the border, there would be no 
contact. They came to us and I hit a kid really, really hard on the first 
shift. From that moment on, I was like, that was fun.” 

Clutterbuck, now 35, took that quick detour down memory lane before the 
Islanders faced the Capitals on Monday night at UBS Arena. It marked 
his 965th NHL game in his 15th season. 

If he can remain healthy, the right wing will play his milestone 1,000th 
game in April. But more and more, staying healthy has not been a given 
as he continues to add to his NHL record for hits, which he set Nov. 21. 

Clutterbuck has missed 13 games this season, including eight from Dec. 
17-Jan. 3. Last season, he was shut down after 59 games for shoulder 
surgery. 

Clutterbuck has never played a full 82 games. (His career high of 78 
came in his rookie 2008-09 season with Minnesota, but he has played in 
at least 73 games in five of his 10 seasons with the Islanders.) 

“Things have always hurt a little bit,” Clutterbuck said. “There’s a 
difference between injuries and bumps and bruises. The bumps and 
bruises you can deal with. Injuries are a different breed. As far as 
soreness goes and my body moving, physically I don’t feel much 
different.” 

Clutterbuck has one season remaining on his two-year, $3.5 million deal. 
He’s working on trying to savor the moments he still has left in his career. 

“I could probably do more appreciating, honestly,” he said. “There are 
times when I can appreciate it. But sometimes being hurt consistently is 
also frustrating. It’s hard to live in both worlds. But I try to remind myself 
as much as possible. When this is all said and done, I don’t want to look 
back and regret not really taking in my last little while. I’m working on it.” 

When healthy, Clutterbuck still is an effective contributor on the Islanders’ 
long-standing fourth line with center Casey Cizikas and Matt Martin. He 
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entered Monday with four goals and three assists in 31 games and still 
can set a tone by getting in quickly on the forecheck. 

When asked how his perception of Clutterbuck has changed from being 
on an opposing bench to now having him on his team, coach Lane 
Lambert responded with a wry smile. 

“When I coached against him, the impression was that you better keep 
your head up when he’s on the ice,” said Lambert, a member of Barry 
Trotz’s staff with the Capitals from 2014-18. “He plays the game for 
keeps, period. 

“When I got here, you learn the little intricacies of their game. One of the 
most intelligent players I’ve coached in terms of position, understanding 
where to be. Recognizing danger, if you will, at times. Nothing changed 
in terms of physicality. 

“Just leadership. A guy who understands that part of it and is real good in 
the room.” 

Clutterbuck said that all of it, starting with the physical edge to his game, 
stems from his extreme competitiveness. 

“I don’t like losing,” he said. “I can be very petty. Part of me wishes that I 
had a little less of that. I don’t think people understand the level of 
competitive drive that you need, not only to get here but to be here 
consistently. It takes a hatred of losing.” 
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Islanders’ Hudson Fasching proving to be a bright spot as losses mount 

 

Kevin Kurz 

 

ELMONT, NY — It was August 23 when the Islanders announced the 
signings of four depth players — Dennis Cholowski, Paul Ladue, Arnaud 
Durandeau and Hudson Fasching — to two-way contracts. It wasn’t 
exactly the kind of news that resulted in the phones suddenly ringing off 
their hooks in the season ticket sales office. 

One of those players, though, the 27-year-old Fasching, has proved to be 
a decent addition, particularly as the Islanders have endured a number of 
injuries to their forward group which was already thin t0 start the season. 

While the losses have been mounting — Monday’s 4-3 overtime loss to 
the Capitals at UBS Arena in which they blew a 3-0 lead was the 
Islanders’ sixth in their last eight games (2-4-2) — Fasching has usually 
found a way to make himself noticeable at least a couple times each 
game. 

That includes on Monday when Fasching recorded a goal, his third, and 
had a couple more prime scoring chances in the third period that he 
couldn’t quite convert. 

What a play. pic.twitter.com/GpkbG9UU55 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) January 17, 2023 

Capitals goalie Darcy Kuemper made his biggest save of the night when 
Fasching was alone in front of the net, made a move, a tried lifting it 
through with 16:32 to go in the final frame. It would have given the 
Islanders a 4-2 lead; instead, T.J. Oshie’s redirection less than two 
minutes later tied the score. 

“A great look on that one, just a great save, honestly,” Fasching said. “I 
thought I made an OK move.” 

He had another chance to give the Islanders the lead back with 7:11 to 
go, but couldn’t jam it over the line. Dmitri Orlov gave Washington the 
valuable extra point in overtime with half a minute left to play. 

Fasching, whose bad angle shot in the second period beat Kuemper and 
upped the Islanders’ lead to 3-0, finished with a career-high six shots on 
goal. He was a presence in front of the net all evening, something that 
the Islanders’ often flat-forward group has struggled with for much of the 
season. 

“That was something I talked to the coaches about,” Fasching said. 
“They just wanted me to get in front of the net more, go to the net more, 
be a net presence. That’s something I was trying to focus on today, and 
got a couple good looks out of it.” 

Coach Lane Lambert said: “I thought he was very good tonight. We had 
many opportunities to either put the game out of reach or take the lead 
back over late in the game. He was responsible for some of those 
opportunities.” 

After a training camp in which he didn’t really do anything notable, 
Fasching posted a respectable 11 points (7 goals, 4 assists) in 17 games 
in Bridgeport. He was recalled on Dec. 1 along with Cole Bardreau, a 
forward in his third season with the organization. Bardreau got the first 
opportunity to go into the Islanders’ banged-up lineup right away on Dec. 
2 against Nashville, while Fasching was forced to watch the Islanders 
drop a 4-1 decision to the Predators. 

Since then, though, Fasching has dressed in 18 of the Islanders’ last 20 
games. Not only is he dressing, he’s being relied upon to contribute, 
playing at least 12 minutes in eight of the last 10 games. 

His offensive numbers are modest, with three goals and two assists for 
five points in 18 games. Of course, no one on the Islanders is lighting up 
the scoreboard lately, as Monday was just the second time in their last 
nine games they scored more than two goals. Whether Fasching is the 
kind of player that should be in the top nine of an NHL roster is still 
debatable, and perhaps reflective of the organization’s ongoing lack of 
depth, particularly at the wing position. 

But there’s no denying that Fasching is playing the best hockey of his 
career and deserves to be in the Islanders’ lineup, and even when there 
are more options for the top nine at some point — like when Kyle 
Palmieri is able to return, which could be any day now — it would be 
tough for Lambert to take him out. 

There are more recent examples of Fasching’s recent effectiveness other 
than in Monday’s disappointing defeat. Last Tuesday against Dallas in a 
2-1 shootout loss, for example, going up against the dynamic top line of 
the Stars of Jason Robertson, Joe Pavelski and Tyler Seguin, Fasching 
and linemates Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Zach Parise helped keep that 
dangerous trio off of the scoresheet (Robertson’s first-period goal came 
with other Islanders players on the ice). When Fasching was on the ice 
against Robertson for more than eight minutes at five-on-five, the 
Islanders enjoyed a 8-4 advantage in shot attempts. 

Further, he helped to generate two prime scoring chances in the third 
period of a 1-1 game, twice setting up Pageau in the slot and forcing 
goalie Jake Oettinger to make a difficult save. 

“I thought Fasching made a couple of great plays in the third period,” 
Lambert said after the 2-1 shootout loss to the Stars. 

Fasching had another prime scoring chance late in the Islanders’ 2-1 win 
over Montreal on Saturday, getting free between the circles for a shot 
that was denied by Samuel Montembeault. 

Not bad for a guy on a one-year contract that, it’s probably safe to say, 
was added mostly to give depth to Bridgeport, and who had played in just 
38 NHL games over the course of his first seven professional seasons. 

One professional scout said that when Fasching was struggling to stick in 
the NHL, he “lacked identity to his game. Was a big body who can skate 
and was around the net, but tried to be mostly offensive. Based on what 
I’ve seen he is much more involved on the forecheck, and detailed in his 
game. Seems to have toughened up a bit, too.” 

Lambert has seen growth in Fasching’s game in a number of different 
areas since he was recalled. 
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“His reads, as to some of the structural things on the forecheck, and 
things like that (have improved),” Lambert said. “Those were a couple 
things that just take a little bit more time. There’s a little more structure 
here, so just making sure he’s in the right position.” 

Has Fasching, a pending unrestricted free agent, stopped to think about 
the progress he’s made in a little more than one month’s time? 

“It feels good, but a lot of times I just try to keep going on and stay in the 
groove of things and not try to look at the bigger picture too much,” the 
Milwaukee native said last week. “I feel like it’s a brick-by-brick mentality 
of focusing on the day-to-day, and build up from there.” 

There haven’t been many bright spots, particularly lately, and the loss to 
the Capitals is arguably the low point as that is one team that the 
Islanders may have to leapfrog to make it to the postseason. Washington 
(24-16-6, 54 points) now has a four-point lead on the Islanders (23-18-4, 
50 points), who remain in ninth place in the Eastern Conference after the 
Penguins’ 4-3 overtime win over the Ducks. 

Still, the play of Fasching has to be considered a pleasant surprise, 
perhaps the biggest of the Islanders’ season so far. 

Said Matt Martin: “I just think from the first game he got here he’s been 
impactful. Plays hard out there. Follows all the systems well. … Works 
hard, gets in on the forecheck, takes pucks away and is looking to make 
plays off that. He’s a big body, and uses it well.” 

“I’ve always believed in myself,” Fasching said, “and always thought I 
could do it.” 
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Lambert Stunned With Non-Call on Ovechkin, Islanders Offer 
Perspective  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

The New York Islanders were cruising against the Washington Capitals 
as they were up 3-0 early in the second period. But a questionable hit by 
forward Alex Ovechkin on Jean-Gabriel Pageau gave the Capitals all the 
momentum as they stormed back to force overtime before defenseman 
Dmitry Orlov finished off the comeback for the 4-3 win. 

Here was Ovechkin’s hit on Pageau: 

Ovechkin hit on Pageau pic.twitter.com/DDEZLhS7uA 

— Rob Taub (@RTaub_) January 17, 2023 

Pageau left the contest wobbly but somehow returned before the end of 
the second and finished the game. He will not need to be evaluated 
further, given that he was cleared to return. 

No penalty was called on the play, even after an official review 
determined that Ovechkin did not break any rules. 

New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert thought differently as he, 
clearly furious, responded with the following: 

“Very surprised. Charging, boarding, whatever it might be. He took steps, 
and we definitely should have been on the power play.” 

Lambert was already fuming, in his quiet way, with how the game played 
out. There was nothing to like besides the strong start. 

When we entered the locker room before Lambert’s conference, Pageau 
was absent. The Islanders did not make him available for questioning, 
but his teammates shared their thoughts on the hit. 

“We’re hoping for a call on that, but yeah, anytime you see a guy go 
down, guys have to step up, so you kind of have to look past that a bit 
and go out there and take care of business,” Brock Nelson said. 

Obviously, they did not. 

“I didn’t really see it in real-time. But I think he was in a pretty vulnerable 
position just when he’s taken a shot, you open up like that, but I’m glad to 
see was okay and come back,” Noah Dobson said. ‘ 

“Honestly, I didn’t really see it,” Hudson Fasching said. “I mean, it kind of 
looked like a hit to the head from what I did see, so I mean, obviously, 
you never see like to see when your teammates and linemates get hurt, 
so just glad he’s okay.” 

Matt Martin, who was bloodied up after a Dylan Strome stick caught him 
in the face, wasn’t a fan of the hit. 

“Didn’t love it, obviously. But they looked at it and deemed it illegal, so 
what can you do.” 

The Islanders have seen a handful of players go down this season with 
little to no retaliation. Add this Pageau injury to Adam Pelech’s, Oliver 
Wahlstrom’s, Kyle Palmieri’s, and Simon Holmstrom’s this season. 

Lambert was asked if he thought that his team has lacked responses 
after big hits on teammates: 

“I think if you look at the score sheet, Matt Martin had 10 hits tonight. I 
think there was a response.” 

The problem was no one went after Ovechkin. 
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Islanders Blow 3-Goal Lead, Lose 4-3 in OT to Capitals  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

ELMONT, NY– After a red-hot start, the New York Islanders choked 
away a three-goal lead before losing in overtime to the Washington 
Capitals 4-3. 

The Islanders are now 23-18-4 and are currently on the outside looking 
in, as the Pittsburgh Penguins won and hold the second wild-card spot. 

LINES: 

Zach Parise-Mathew Barzal-Josh Bailey 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Holmstrom 

Beauvillier-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Hudson Fasching 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Cal Clutterbuck 

Parker Wotherspoon-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Noah Dobson 

Sebastian Aho-Scott Mayfield 

Ilya Sorokin 

Semyon Varlamov 

GOALS: 

Sebastian Aho gave the New York Islanders a 1-0 lead at 4:24 of the first 
period as he beat Capitals netminder Darcy Kuemper over the glove for 
his fourth of the season. Josh Bailey and Noah Dobson were credited 
with the assists. 
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Matt Martin extended the Islanders lead to 2-0 as he deflected Cal 
Clutterbuck’s deflection off an Alexander Romanov point shot for his 
fourth of the season. 

Hudson Fasching scored his third goal of the season to give the 
Islanders a 3-0 lead under four minutes into the second as he snuck one 
underneath Kuemper’s pad. Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Anthony 
Beauvillier were credited with the assists. 

Garnett Hathaway got the Capitals on the board at 10:01 of the second 
period as he dove to poke a puck through the legs of Islanders netminder 
Ilya Sorokin for his seven of the season. Alex Ovechkin and Marcus 
Johansson were credited with the assists. 

Tom Wilson scored his first of the season at 13:08 of the second to cut 
the Islanders lead to 3-2. He was left all alone to pick his spot after a 
strong feed from Nicklas Backstrom. Dmitry Orlov notched the secondary 
assist. 

T.J. Oshie deflected an Erik Gustafsson point shot at 5:54 of the third 
period to knot the game at three apiece. Evgeny Kuznetsov was credited 
with the secondary assist. 

Dmitry Orlov broke free of Barzal and beat Sorokin for the overtime 
winner at 4:27 of the overtime frame. 

Islanders Blow 3-Goal Lead 

After a handful of lousy starts for the New York Islanders, things are 
trending in the right direction. 

With their first-period goal against the Capitals on Monday night, the 
Islanders had now scored the first goal in three straight contests. 

Against the Capitals, the Islanders were dominant out of the gate, getting 
off to a quick 2-0 lead like we saw Saturday night against the Montreal 
Canadiens. They held the Capitals to just five shots on goal, with 11 of 
their own. Nine Islanders registered at least one shot. 

But after getting out to a three-goal lead early in the second, the Capitals 
scored two before the end of the second and then tied the contest early 
in the third before winning the game in overtime. 

It was one of the more demoralizing losses of the season. 

Pageau Injured But Returns After Ovechkin Hit 

The New York Islanders were riding high early Monday night against the 
Washington Capitals. After twenty minutes, New York was up 2-0 and 
padded their lead early in the third period to get up 3-0. 

But then the Islanders lost a player to injury, the all-important Jean-
Gabriel Pageau. 

He did return to the contest, but in his absence, the Islanders allowed two 
goals. 

Islanders Pageau Leaves (Then Somehow Returns) After Huge Hit By 
Ovechkin 

Martin Snaps 18-Game Goal Drought 

Islanders forward Matt Martin is not what you would call a typical goal 
scorer. His 18-game goal drought wasn’t the top story in the papers. 

That streak ended on Monday night as he deflected a Cal Clutterbuck 
deflection for his fourth goal of the season. 

Just how you draw it up! Cizikas wins it back to Romanov and Martin 
deflects it for the 2 goal #Isles lead! pic.twitter.com/awzOHr19Rq 

— Isles on MSGSN (@IslesMSGN) January 17, 2023 

In 73 games in 2021-22, Martin scored three times. With his fourth tally of 
the season Monday, he surpasses that number in 29 fewer games (44). 

UP NEXT: The New York Islanders host the Boston Bruins on 
Wednesday night at 7:30 PM ET, the first of a back-to-back. 
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Islanders Pageau Leaves (Then Somehow Returns) After Huge Hit By 
Ovechkin  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

The New York Islanders were riding high early Monday night against the 
Washington Capitals. After twenty minutes, New York was up 2-0 and 
padded their lead early in the third period to get up 3-0. 

But then the Islanders then lost a player to injury, the all-important Jean-
Gabriel Pageau. 

With 13:25 left to play in the second period, Washington Capitals forward 
Alexander Ovechkin put all of his 238 pounds into a hit on New York 
Islanders forward Jean-Gabriel Pageau. 

After the hit, Pageau got up but immediately fell to the ice as teammate 
Noah Dobson quickly grabbed him. 

The trainers immediately came out on the ice as he was helped down the 
tunnel and did not return. 

Ovechkin hit on Pageau pic.twitter.com/DDEZLhS7uA 

— Rob Taub (@RTaub_) January 17, 2023 

During the television timeout, the referees came together to review the hit 
but deemed that there was no penalty on the play. 

The Islanders went on to allow two goals in the middle frame in Pageau’s 
absence as they entered the third up 3-2. 

But somehow, before the end of the second period, Pageau was back on 
the bench and back in the game. 

The Islanders are still without forwards Kyle Palmieri (IR), Oliver 
Wahlstrom (out indefinitely), and defenseman Adam Pelech (IR), so it’s 
critical that they avoid another injury–which it looks like they did. 

NYI Hockey Now LOADED: 01.17.2023 

1265452 New York Islanders 

 

Latest On Horvat As Islanders Seek Spark On Offense  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

Seven. That’s the number of goals the New York Islanders have scored 
over their last five games. As head coach Lane Lambert tries to find 
answers internally, general manager Lou Lamoriello is likely scouring the 
market for potential external options as the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline 
quickly approaches. 

NYI Hockey Now learned on Dec. 14 that the New York Islanders had 
checked in on 27-year-old centerman Bo Horvat, the current captain of 
the Vancouver Canucks. 

The soon-to-be unrestricted free agent is in the midst of a career 
campaign, with 30 goals and 18 assists in 43 games. 

In the Islanders’ 6-2 win over the Canucks back on Jan. 3., Horvat potted 
a pair as he got it done at five-on-five and on the power play. 
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The Canucks have struggled mightily this season, with an 18-22-3 
record, with just three wins over their last 10 games. 

On Monday morning, Vancouver Canucks president of hockey operations 
Jim Rutherford spoke to the media to provide a status report on the team, 
as well as Bo Horvat’s contract situation. 

“I believe we’ve taken out best shot. And the contract that we have on the 
table for Bo [Horvat] right now, I think, is a fair contract for what he’s 
done up until this year,” Rutherford said. “But it’s certainly under market 
value for what he’s done this year.” 

“We’re in a pickle here.” 

A pickle, they are indeed in. 

Horvat set a career-high in goals last season with 31 in a 52-point 
campaign. He’s on pace for over 57 goals this season–a clear career 
outlier. 

It’s not the same situation we saw with New York Yankees slugger Aaron 
Judge, who banked on himself in a contract year and added an extra 130 
million dollars to the piggy bank. Horvat could have signed an extension 
before the start of the 2021-22 season but chose not to. And now, given 
his play, he will get paid accordingly. 

What it also means is that the Canucks could get a fortune in assets at 
the deadline. 

The Islanders, one of many teams that have shown interest in the 
forward, will have north of $10 million in available cap space on Mar. 3. 

Bo Horvat carries a cap hit of $5.5 million. 

The question is do the Islanders have the assets to get Horvat to Long 
Island? 
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Islanders Pelech Inching Closer, Here's What His Teammates Said 

  

Stefen Rosner 

 

As Ryan Pulock watched his longtime defensive partner Adam Pelech 
take the ice yet again Monday morning, he knew it meant a big step in 
the right direction as he and the New York Islanders eagerly await his 
return. 

The Islanders blueliner immediately smiled when asked about Pelech, 
who continues to make progress and work toward a return to the lineup. 

“It’s great. He’s been back, skating around with us a little bit, and a great 
sign for our team to have him getting closer to being ready. Such a key 
part of this team, so it’s amazing seeing him out there,” Pulock said. “And 
you know, I think it brings a little energy to the group when he’s out there, 
and you see how close he might be. It’s amazing seeing him out there.” 

Once the Islanders returned from their four-game road trip, head coach 
Lane Lambert shared that Adam Pelech had skated the three days prior. 

Last Thursday, before the Islanders’ contest against the Minnesota Wild, 
Pelech skated with teammates for the first time since his injury, during an 
optional morning skate. 

But during morning skate ahead of their contest with the Washington 
Capitals, Pelech not only hit the ice again but took some drills with 
Pulock, as well as took part on the penalty kill. He’s been putting in the 
work as he was on the ice being the skate and remained on the ice for a 
long while after. 

#Isles Adam Pelech: pic.twitter.com/AMx208jO1i 

— Stefen Rosner (@stefen_rosner) January 16, 2023 

“I think he looks good. I mean, when you’re off for that long, it takes a 
little time getting the legs back and just building that stamina,” Pulock 
said. “You guys see him out there. We see him out there. He looks good. 
He’s moving around, and it’s just a good, good sight to see.” 

READ MORE: Islanders Ilya Sorokin: New York’s New Jacob DeGrom 

If anyone knows about being out of the lineup for a while, it’s Pulock. He 
missed over nine weeks last season with a lower-body injury but shared 
that Pelech isn’t in the same situation. 

“I mean, his is very different compared to mine. I knew I was going to be 
[out for] weeks and then kind of go from there and see, so he is kind of a 
day-by-day thing, and when he’s feeling better, I think it’s a little 
different,” Pulock said. “Things happen throughout your career, and 
you’re going to miss time like that. And it’s tough. It’s tough sitting back 
and watching. 

“It’s tough getting back, trying to get in shape and trying to…you want to 
rush back, and you want to get in, but you have to take your time, and 
you have to make sure you’re prepared. So, it’s just good to see him 
where he’s at and feeling good and getting ready to play.” 

Pelech will miss his 16th straight game Monday night. 

“It’s great to see him back on the ice with us,” Noah Dobson said. “He’s a 
key piece to our back end and our team as a whole. But I know once he’s 
back, hopefully sometime soon, it’ll be a big boost for us. I think it’s a big 
part of the defensive things we do. Penalty killing, matchups, and stuff 
like that. So it’s nice to see him back out there, and hopefully, we’ll have 
him back soon.” 

While Pelech is a quiet guy, Dobson said he learns so much from his 
game just by watching him. 

“When he’s playing and stuff, he’s a great guy that you can really learn 
from, especially stick detail,” Dobson said. “He’s got one of the best 
sticks in the league. So I think as myself as a defenseman, I can always 
keep getting better defensively. I can learn a lot from him, just the way he 
uses the stick, the way he defends, and stuff like that.” 

Although a shutdown defenseman by trade, Pelech has a good set of 
hands on him: 

“Yeah, he’s sneaky. He’s got a really good backhand toe drag. He 
doesn’t get enough credit for his poise and his offensive game as well 
because he’s so good defensively, but he’s definitely got a good skill set 
as well. So be excited to have him back soon.” 

Mathew Barzal closed out the Pelech convo: “Pelech’s a big part of the 
team. Sometimes with the injury that he had, it takes time, and we’re just 
happy that he’s doing well and he’s progressing well.” 

Islanders head coach Lane Lambert thought having Pelech on the 
penalty kill Monday morning was a critical step: 

“We don’t have a lot of practice time, so with guys coming back off of 
these injuries, sometimes they’re just going to have to jump right into the 
pool.” 

That’s a sign that when Adam Pelech is ready to get in the lineup, the 
Islanders will not wait for a team practice. 
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Islanders Gm 45: First Meeting vs. Capitals, 'We Have To Collect Points' 

  

Stefen Rosner 
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EAST MEADOW, NY— After snapping a four-game skid Saturday night 
with a 2-1 win over the Montreal Canadiens, the New York Islanders (23-
18-3) host the Washington Capitals (23-16-6). Puck drop is slated for 
7:30 PM at UBS Arena. 

The Washington Capitals sit directly in front of the New York Islanders in 
the standings, with a three-point lead and one more game played. This is 
the first of four meetings this season. 

“We haven’t seen them yet this year, but you know, we’ve seen a lot over 
the past year,” Islanders defenseman Ryan Pulock said. “We’ve been 
fighting for a spot and playoffs. [That’s] probably going continue 
throughout the year. So this matchup is really key for us.” 

Islanders forward Mathew Barzal weighed in on the matchup. 

“It’s huge. I mean, you look at the standing. We’re obviously in a battle 
with these guys and Pittsburgh and Buffalo, so yeah, it’s really huge. 
We’ll be ready.” 

While this game may not be the “biggest game of the season,” Islanders 
head coach Lane Lambert knows the importance. 

“There’s certainly an emphasis on every game. But I mean, as I said 
before, we have to collect points, and we know that, and so I think every 
game from here on in is going to be the biggest game of the year.” 

MORNING SKATE UPDATES 

Ilya Sorokin was in the starter’s crease and was first off, as he will make 
his 32nd start. It’s his fourth straight start as over his last five games, he’s 
2-2-1, with a 1.99 GAA with a .932 SV% over that span. 

Kyle Palmieri, Adam Pelech, and Ross Johnston were out early shooting 
on netminder Semyon Varlamov as those three will serve as the extras. 

Pelech rotated in on defense, the most active he has been since 
sustaining his injury on Dec. 6. 

For the Capitals side of things, via Sammi Silber of Washington Hockey 
Now: 

After Dylan Strome sat out as a healthy scratch for Saturday’s 3-1 loss to 
the Philadelphia Flyers, he will draw back in, and it looks like Lars Eller 
will be the odd man out and be a healthy scratch for the first time this 
season and for the fir, per The Washington Post’s Samantha Pell. 

LAMBERT PROVIDES INJURY UPDATES 

Lambert on Adam Pelech: “Well, he’s getting closer. I like the fact that he 
joined the penalty kill.” 

Lambert on Kyle Palmieri: “I do see progress with Palmieri. He’s getting 
closer, and once that decision is made, everybody will be comfortable 
with it, and we look forward to getting him back.” 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS LINES (PROJECTED) 

Anders Lee-Mathew Barzal-Simon Holmstrom 

Anthony Beauvillier-Brock Nelson-Josh Bailey 

Zach Parise-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Hudson Fasching 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Cal Clutterbuck 

Parker Wotherspoon-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Noah Dobson 

Sebastian Aho-Scott Mayfield 

Ilya Sorokin 

Semyon Varlamov 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS LINES (PROJECTED) 

Capitals lines at AM skate ahead of game @ NYI: 

Ovechkin-Strome-Sheary 

Mantha-Kuznetsov-Oshie 

Milano-Backstrom-Wilson 

Johansson-Dowd-Hathaway 

Gustafsson-TvR 

Orlov-Jensen 

Irwin-Fehervary 

*Extras: Eller, Aube-Kubel, Alexeyev 

— Samantha Pell (@SamanthaJPell) January 16, 2023 

ISLANDERS NOTES 

Tonight, the New York Islanders host the Washington Capitals in the first 
of four matchups between the two clubs this season. The last time these 
teams met was Apr. 28, 2022, at UBS Arena, when five different 
Islanders found the back of the net and Mathew Barzal and Noah 
Dobson each recorded multi-assist games in a 5-1 Islander win. 

The Islanders collected five points in their season series against 
Washington last year (2-1-1) and look to improve upon their 9-4-0 record 
against Metropolitan Division opponents tonight. 

Tonight’s game is the Islanders’ fourth home matchup in the last seven 
days. 

DRAFTKINGS BETTING CORNER 

Do you think the New York Islanders will beat the Washington Capitals? 
You can get the Islanders at +100 & +245 on the puck line. The Capitals 
come in at -120 & -295 on the reverse puck line. 

The over for the contest is 5.5 at -110, with the under at -110. 

Head over to DraftKings to place your bets now! 

HOW TO WATCH 

Monday’s contest will be available on MSGSN. On the radio dial, the 
game can be heard on 1050 AM ESPN, 88.7 FM WRHU, and 103.9 FM 
LI News Radio. 
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Rosner Wrap: Islanders Ilya DeSorokin, Remembering Gino Odjick 

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

Good morning folks. The New York Islanders are back in action Monday 
night as they host the Washington Capitals at UBS Arena. 

It is with great sadness that we pass along the news that former New 
York Islanders forward and 12-year NHL veteran Gino Odjick passed 
away Sunday at the age of 52 due to a heart attack. Our thoughts go out 
to his family, friends, and teammates during this tough time. 

Odjick played parts of three seasons with the Islanders, 82 games, as he 
recorded nine goals and 13 assists. He was known for dropping the 
gloves, as he fought 148 times in 605 career games, including eight 
seasons in Vancouver, before three seasons in New York, followed by 
two seasons in Philadelphia and Montreal. 

NYI Hockey Now 
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New York Islanders netminder Ilya Sorokin is getting any “run” support, 
the same issue MLB pitcher Jacob DeGrom faced over the entirety of his 
Mets career, particularly in his best season, back in 2018. New York 
Islanders. 

Anthony Beauvillier’s performance against the Montreal Canadiens on 
Saturday night tells us that the 25-year-old isn’t lacking the skills to be a 
force for the New York Islanders. 

NYI Hockey Now’s Joshua Linsenberg caught up with the man in charge 
of Sharks Athletics, LIU Athletics Director Dr. William E. Martinov Jr., for 
an exclusive interview on the state of LIU Hockey, its future path, and 
more. LIU Sharks. 

ISLANDERS STORIES FROM THE WEEK THAT WAS 

Monday 

NYI Hockey Now spoke with the cousin of Chicago Blackhawks star 
Patrick Kane, junior Noah Kane, who plays for LIU. He would be thrilled 
to have Patrick on Long Island. 

After what appeared to be a serious knee injury, Simon Holmstrom 
returned to practice and skated alongside Mathew Barzal. 

The Islanders geared up for their five-game homestand but explained the 
importance of spending quality time at home. 

Tuesday 

Before the game against the Dallas Stars, the Islanders activated Simon 
Holmstrom off IR. 

Zach Parise is outplaying his contract and has been one of the most 
efficient cost-per-point players in the NHL this season. 

On Tuesday night, the New York Islanders not only played their first 
home game of 2023 but welcomed their one-millionth fan to UBS Arena. 

The Islanders lost 2-1 to the Dallas Stars, with Anthony Beauvillier’s 
blunder a costly one, as their losing streak reached three games. 

Wednesday 

Simon Holmstrom opened up about his injury, stating that he was lucky 
to avoid any serious damage to his knee. 

Are the San Jose Sharks scouting the Islanders? Reasons for Aatu 
Räty’s reassignment. 

Thursday 

Here’s how the Islanders let Minnesota Wild captain Jared Spurgeon slip 
through their fingertips back in 2008. 

On Thursday morning, Adam Pelech was back on the ice with his 
teammates for the first time since his injury on Dec. 6. 

The Islanders blew a one-goal lead in 1:33 minutes in the third period 
against the Minnesota Wild, ultimately losing 2-1. The players knew that 
blowing leads can’t happen as their losing streak reached four games. 

Friday 

As the Islanders are slumping, so is All-Star Brock Nelson, who has no 
goals in 11 games. As he goes, the Islanders go. 

Netminder Ilya Sorokin has been so impressive as of late but has not 
won games as his team has let him down. 

The Islanders offensive continues to be an issue as general manager 
Lou Lamoriello must buy now, or he will end up selling later. 

Did you know that former Islanders general manager Neil Smith works for 
UBS? 

Saturday 

Late Friday night, Islanders top Aatu Räty played hero as he scored the 
overtime winner against the Lehigh Valley Phantoms to snap the 
Bridgeport Islanders 11-game skid. 

The Islanders held Mike Bossy Night as we look back to the first home 
game following his passing. 

Here’s what Islanders head coach Lane Lambert said on their offensive 
woes. 

The Islanders snapped their four-game skid with a 2-1 over the Montreal 
Canadiens, as the locker room chatter was about challenging one 
another. 

Up next: The New York Islanders host the Washington Capitals Monday 
at 7:30 PM at UBS Arena. 
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Islanders Ilya Sorokin: New York's New Jacob DeGrom  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

New York Islanders netminder Ilya Sorokin is having a Vezina-caliber 
season. He ranks third in the NHL with a 2.25 GAA and second with a 
.927 SV% and three shutouts. 

The problem is in 33 games, 31 starts, Ilya Sorokin only has 15 wins, 
good for a .484 win percentage. 

The goaltender leading the Vezina race is Boston Bruins netminder Linus 
Ullmark. He sits in first place with a 1.92 GAA and a .936 SV%. 

Guess how many wins he has? 

Ullmark has 23 wins in 27 starts, an .852 winning percentage. 

And yes, Boston is second in the NHL scoring 3.76 goals per game, 
giving Ullmark and backup Jeremy Swayman plenty of support. 

The Islanders have scored 3.02 goals per game this season but have 
given Sorokin just 2.83 goals of support when he’s been between the 
pipes. 

He’s not getting any “run” support, the same issue MLB pitcher Jacob 
DeGrom faced over the entirety of his Mets career, particularly in his best 
season, back in 2018. 

That year, DeGrom won the Cy Young, the equivalent of the Vezina, but 
it did not come due to wins. 

In 32 starts, DeGrom posted a league-low 1.70 ERA, comparable to a 
goals-against average, and ranked third in baseball with a .912 WHIP 
(Walks & Hits per Innings Pitched), similar to a save percentage. 

But what about wins? 

DeGrom ranked tied for 12th in that category with 10, the only category 
that ultimately matters in sports. 

The Mets finished the season fourth in the National League, missing the 
playoffs, with a 77-85 record. 

Now the lack of run support for DeGrom stepped over his entire MLB 
career in New York, as we will now see if his new team, the Texas 
Rangers, can give him more of a chance to win–likely not. 

Over Sorokin’s last five games, Sorokin has taken his game to an even 
more elite level. 
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He owns a 1.99 GAA with a .932 SV% but has just two wins. The 
Islanders have scored just 1.4 goals per him over that span and 2.83 
goals per game this season. 

Sorokin is having his best NHL season. When he first came over from 
Russia, he showed off the potential but needed some time to get his feet 
wet in the NHL. 

Now, in his third year, his first as the main guy, he is one of the best 
netminders in the sport, the comparison between him and DeGrom is 
incredibly evident. 

Without Sorokin, the Islanders would not be in the second wild-card spot 
but would be fighting for the chance at drafting Connor Bedard this 
summer instead. 
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Jake Oettinger earns shutout, Pete DeBoer earns Bud Light after Stars’ 
win over Las Vegas 

 

The Associated Press 

4–5 minutes 

 

LAS VEGAS — Dallas coach Pete DeBoer promised his team Sunday 
night to down a Bud Light if the Stars won the next day. 

The Stars knew what Monday’s game meant to DeBoer — his first back 
in Vegas since being fired by the Golden Knights. And after the 4-0 
victory behind Jake Oettinger’s 27 saves, DeBoer also knew he had to 
follow through on his promise. 

“We have a little bit of a thing in our dressing room that if you win a big 
game, you’ve got a chug a beer,” said DeBoer, who kept his Las Vegas 
home. “I haven’t chugged a beer in 30 years. I was thinking about 
practicing last night, but I didn’t have a beer in the house to do it. So I 
went cold turkey today. Nailed it.” 

DeBoer went 98-50-12 in 2 1/2 seasons in Vegas, made the playoffs 
twice and won the Pacific Division once. The Knights played a video 
tribute to DeBoer and assistant coach Steve Spott at 6:48 of the first 
period, and both received a warm applause from the crowd. 

But not nearly as hot as the celebration in the locker room afterward. 

“If only you guys were in here to see it,” Stars captain Jamie Benn told 
reporters. “It’s pretty unique what just happened.” 

DeBoer was behind the Knights’ bench when they were last shut out, 4-0 
by Edmonton last April 16. Dallas recorded its first shutout since beating 
Anaheim 5-0 on Dec. 1. 

“I loved my time here,” DeBoer said before the game. “I kept my house 
here. We’ve considered retiring here, we like it so much. Just loved 
everything about it, and it’s nice to be back. I thought we played a lot of 
really good hockey in the short time we were here.” 

The Stars moved into a tie with Winnipeg for first place in the Central 
Division with 59 points, but the Jets have a game in hand. Vegas 
remained in first the Pacific with 58 points. 

The Stars took a 1-0 lead 5:45 into the game when Benn scored from the 
slot. He moved past Neal Broten for second place on the Stars’ career 
games played list with 993. Mike Modano, who played for the Stars from 
1993-2010, holds the franchise record with 1,459 games. 

The other Stars goals came from Joel Kiviranta, Ryan Suter and Tyler 
Seguin. Seguin’s goal, an empty netter, extended his goals streak to 
three games. Ty Dellandrea had two assists. 

Oettinger got his third shutout of the season and fifth of his career. 

“I’m sure everybody else is thinking (shutout),” Dellandrea said. “I don’t 
want say that the shutout word leading into those (late) minutes.” 

Dallas dominated play, other than a late second-period surge by the 
Knights when they had their best chances to get the puck past Oettinger. 

The Knights struggled to find much of an offensive rhythm, and that could 
be expected because they again had to juggle their lines with left wing 
William Carrier out after suffering an upper-body injury Saturday against 
Edmonton. He has five goals and 11 assists in 43 games. 

Vegas typically opens each game with the fourth line on the ice to set a 
more physical tone, but opted to go with the first line in this game. Dallas 
handled whatever lineup the Knights put out there. 

UP NEXT 

Stars: At San Jose on Wednesday. 
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Stars activate forward Nick Caamano, loan to AHL 

 

SportsDay Staff 

1–2 minutes 

 

Dallas Stars right wing Nick Caamano (17) participates in a training camp 
practice at the... 

The Dallas Stars announced Monday that the club has activated forward 
Nick Caamano from the injured non-roster and subsequently loaned 
Caamano to Dallas’ AHL affiliate, the Texas Stars. 

Caamano underwent offseason back surgery and was on injured reserve 
to start the season. 

The 24-year-old Caamano was a fifth round draft selection by the Stars in 
2016. He’s played in 36 career games with Dallas from 2019-2021 and 
tallied three points, a goal and two assists. 

Caamano appeared in 47 games with Texas last season, totaling 14 
points. 
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Inside Stars’ emotional win in Pete DeBoer’s return to Vegas: Memories, 
beer and a shutout 

 

Saad Yousuf11-13 minutes 17/01/2023 

 

LAS VEGAS — As Stars head coach Pete DeBoer settled into his Las 
Vegas residence Sunday night, he was left with one last bit of 
preparation for the game Monday afternoon. 

He needed to find a beer. 

Monday’s game against the Golden Knights was far from just another 
game on the schedule for the Stars. DeBoer had been the head coach in 
Vegas for the three seasons prior. It was a short, but eventful ride. 
Things ranged from two trips to the conference finals to the agent of one 
of the most beloved players in hockey tweeting a picture of a sword going 
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through his client’s back with DeBoer’s name on it. It ended with missing 
the playoffs in a year overtaken by injuries and capped off by more goalie 
controversy. DeBoer was blindsided when it resulted in him losing his job 
as head coach of the Golden Knights. 

This was a big game for DeBoer, which meant he was in line to partake 
in a dressing room tradition for individuals who win big games: If things 
went the way he hoped, he’d be in the locker room, chugging a beer. The 
problem? DeBoer hadn’t chugged a beer in about three decades. He 
wanted to practice at the house before performing the chug in front of his 
players but he couldn’t find a beer at his place. 

“I went cold turkey today,” DeBoer said. “Nailed it.” 

If Stars captain Jamie Benn’s demeanor was any indication, DeBoer did 
more than just nail it. When Benn was asked about the vibe around the 
team after notching the win for DeBoer, along with his longtime assistant 
coach, Steve Spott, Benn could hardly contain himself. A wide grin 
overtook his usually steady face. 

“If only you guys were in here to see it,” Benn said. “Pretty unique what 
just happened. We won’t talk about it because obviously, it stays in here 
but a big win for our group and those guys as well. It’s always a good 
feeling coming into an old barn you coached or played and getting two 
points.” 

The emotions of this game were palpable long before the puck dropped. 
When DeBoer was asked about his return to Vegas Sunday afternoon 
after Stars practice in Frisco, he wasn’t ready to talk about it. When he 
met with the media, which included a deep Golden Knights hoard, prior to 
the game Monday afternoon, things were different. He expressed 
gratitude in a lot of directions, from the organization itself to the Vegas 
community and Golden Knights fanbase, and most of all, his former 
players. 

“Hindsight has shown that that group, while we didn’t get done what we 
wanted to do, it wasn’t for a lack of effort or commitment on the players 
or staff,” DeBoer said, reflecting on his last season in Vegas. “I’m proud 
of that … People don’t realize, Mark Stone hasn’t been healthy in a long 
time. He’s playing but he hasn’t been healthy. Jack Eichel was getting a 
broken thumb and finger shot up, even though he was playing. There 
was a lot of commitment on that group there last year to try and get us in 
the playoffs. I have a tremendous amount of respect for a lot of people in 
that room.” 

DeBoer talked about the way the Vegas hockey community welcomed 
him, a formerly hated rival as the San Jose Sharks head coach, with 
open arms. His time in Vegas resonated so much that DeBoer didn’t sell 
his house when was forced out of the organization. When the time comes 
for DeBoer to hang it up and retire, there’s a good chance he’ll be 
walking the streets of Las Vegas. 

An emotional moment during the game reinforced why DeBoer feels the 
way he does. When the Golden Knights honored DeBoer in the first 
period with a tribute video in the arena, the Golden Knights faithful 
responded with a classy ovation. DeBoer moved next to Spott, put his 
arms around him and acknowledged the crowd. 

“Honestly, it was touching,” DeBoer said. “You never know, when you 
leave. But I thought it was really classy to include Steve and I, both at the 
same time. I thought the reception from the fans was great. I never 
expected it different. They’ve been great since Day 1. Classy on their 
part and appreciated by us.” 

In pregame and postgame meetings with the media, DeBoer cracked 
jokes, answered questions by addressing the Golden Knights contingent 
by name and provided genuine insight. When he finished his postgame 
presser, DeBoer floated briefly in the hallway, where he greeted some 
Golden Knights players. He had a sense of ease and comfort, as if he 
were home. 

Just as DeBoer’s Vegas home was missing something Sunday night, his 
Golden Knights home last year was missing something as well. The 
Stars helped complete the picture. They got DeBoer a beer and a win. 

Jake Oettinger 

The other time Benn broke out a smile in his postgame presser Monday 
night was when he was asked about his goaltender, Jake Oettinger. 

“He’s a superstar goalie in this league,” Benn said. “We seem to keep 
talking about him, which is a great thing. I’ve said it before and I’ll say it 
again: He’s a professional. Prepares well, he’s got a great mindset going 
into games and shuts the door pretty much every night.” 

The Golden Knights weren’t much of a threat to Oettinger in the way of 
difficult shots but there were segments of the game in which the Stars got 
stuck in their own zone. Oettinger was on top of it every step of the way, 
tracking the puck, making big saves, using his pads and his stick and 
refusing to let the Golden Knights gain any traction. In the third period, 
multiple Golden Knights players visibly displayed frustration with their 
body language when Oettinger would swallow up their shots. 

There was an added level of motivation for the Stars to not only win the 
game for Oettinger but help him get a shutout. That feeling heightened 
when the Golden Knights went six-on-five for nearly the last five minutes 
of regulation. After the team saw Oettinger lose his shutout bid with just 
one second left last week in New York, they wanted to secure this one for 
him. 

“He’s been lights out, unbelievable,” Luke Glendening said. “I’m glad he 
was able to get a shutout tonight. Obviously in New York, he was less 
than a second away. Glad we were able to help out with that tonight.” 

“I’m thinking it, I’m sure everybody else is thinking it,” Ty Dellandrea said. 
“We’re not saying it, you don’t want to say the shutout word leading into 
those minutes but Jake was steady. It just felt like he wasn’t going to let 
anything in.” 

For Oettinger to get a shutout on Monday was fitting on many levels. On 
the road? Against a top team in the conference? In a game that has an 
added level of spice and importance? As has been said time and time 
again, these are the games Oettinger is at his best. There’s also some 
irony in the goaltender slamming the door on the Golden Knights in 
DeBoer’s first return to Vegas. That relationship between coach and 
netminder seems to be doing just fine in Dallas. 

Jamie Benn 

The Stars’ captain had another great game. There are different elements 
of Benn’s game that stand out on a nightly basis. The more obvious ones 
are the ones that dent the score sheet. Benn broke the scoreless tie with 
a nice goal in the first period. His work in the zone with the puck just 
before he sniped it was great and the shot was vintage. But it’s worth 
noting that the entire play transpired because Benn won the draw cleanly 
and allowed the Stars to apply pressure and get a shot off that eventually 
led to the sequence in which he scored. 

The Stars are the third-best faceoff team in the NHL and they have plenty 
of talented players in that regard, including Luke Glendening, Tyler 
Seguin, Roope Hintz, Radek Faksa and Joe Pavelski. But the player that 
leads the Stars in faceoff percentage? It’s Benn and his 59.7 percent. 

Benn’s goal came at even strength but his value came in every phase. 
Just as a Vegas power play was ending, Benn made a great play in the 
slot with his stick to break up a pass that could have done some damage 
to the Stars’ net. 

On the power play, Benn routinely does a great job of moving, with and 
without the puck. In one instance against the Golden Knights, Benn 
made a clutch play to hold the puck in the zone and create another look 
for the Stars. 

Ty Dellandrea 

DeBoer reunited Dellandrea on a line with Benn and Wyatt Johnston. It 
may not be the most productive line all the time or the flashiest but that 
trio makes for some really enjoyable hockey viewing. We highlighted 
Benn above and have discussed Johnston before as well but 
Dellandrea’s grit is a treat to watch on a nightly basis. 
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In the second period against the Golden Knights, Dellandrea took a puck 
to the shin and was badly hobbled coming off the ice. He went to the end 
of the bench, where he buried his face in pain. 

Ty Dellandrea story, in three parts. 

Those ones are just stingers,” Dellandrea said. “They hurt for a minute or 
two and you’re in a ton of pain. Then, they settle down and go away but 
there’s nothing stopping two minutes of pain or so when you get it on the 
top of the laces.” 

After Dellandrea took the necessary couple of minutes to recover, he 
moved over to the bench next to Benn. Next time his line was up for a 
shift, Dellandrea was back on the ice. 

“He’s a hard-nosed player,” Benn said. “Big heart and plays the game 
hard, plays the game the right way. You know you’re getting 100 percent 
effort out of him every night.” 

Three plays 

These three non-scoring plays stood out 

Net-front scramble 

Oettinger’s shutout nearly didn’t happen. On the power play, the Golden 
Knights drew Oettinger out of the net and got the puck right on the brink. 

“I can’t give you all of the details,” Glendening said. “I don’t really know. I 
swatted the puck and then somebody blocked it and I’m not really sure 
what happened after that. It was chaos but I’m glad it didn’t go in.” 

Miro Heiskanen’s defense 

The Stars’ best defenseman has had a lot on his plate recently and 
perhaps nobody on the Stars needs the All-Star break more than Miro 
Heiskanen. But he still makes plays in the game where he can just erase 
a scoring threat before it even develops. 

Wyatt Johnston’s persistence 

The Stars got stuck in their zone for a long time to end the first period. It 
resulted in the Johnston line being out there for a shift that last over two 
minutes. Even as the puck moved to the hard areas, Johnston did a good 
job of playing defense against some of the better players in the NHL. 
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Pete DeBoer’s return to Vegas: Examining his run with Golden Knights, 
success with Stars 

 

Saad Yousuf, Jesse Granger8-10 minutes 16/01/2023 

 

One of the most fascinating storylines of this season has been the 
success of recycled coaches around the NHL. The Stars and Golden 
Knights are at the heart of those conversations. 

In odds released last week by Odds Shark, Golden Knights head coach 
Bruce Cassidy is fourth for the Jack Adams in his first season in Vegas 
after being fired by the Bruins (who are led by former Stars head coach 
Jim Montgomery, No. 1 on the list). Meanwhile, the man Cassidy 
replaced, Pete DeBoer, is fifth on the Jack Adams list for his work in his 
first season with the Stars after being fired by the Golden Knights last 
spring and replacing Rick Bowness, who is tied for second on the Jack 
Adams list for his work in Winnipeg. 

Monday’s matchup is the first of three meetings between the Stars and 
Golden Knights this season and it’s DeBoer’s first game back in Vegas, 
where he spent the past three seasons behind the bench. The Athletic’s 
Golden Knights and Stars beat writers, Jesse Granger and Saad Yousuf, 

respectively, joined forces to look back at DeBoer’s tenure in Vegas, 
explore why he’s had instant success in Dallas and how he could be 
received in his first return to T-Mobile Arena. 

Yousuf: Jesse, I feel like you and I are in similar shoes when it comes to 
the fanbases of the teams we cover and the vibes around the head 
coaching position. I know Stars fans were ready to bid farewell to Rick 
Bowness and it seems like at least a faction of the Golden Knights 
fanbase was ready to move on from DeBoer. Both fanbases had their 
wishes granted and the incoming replacements have each team hovering 
at the top of the western conference. But in a strange twist, each of the 
departed coaches has found great success in their new gigs and are right 
there at the top of the conference as well. 

That brings us to DeBoer. Before things got sour, clearly he had a good 
run in Vegas. What did DeBoer do so well in Vegas early on? 

Granger: When DeBoer took over in 2020 the Golden Knights’ biggest 
weakness was breaking out of its own zone. Gerard Gallant’s free-
flowing system was perfect for generating transition offense, where 
Vegas thrives, but the lack of concrete structure led to sloppy exits, 
turnovers and goals against. 

DeBoer installed a structured breakout that cleaned these issues up 
quickly. He involved the defensemen much more in his offense, which 
got the best out of Alex Pietrangelo, Shea Theodore, Alec Martinez, 
Nicolas Hague and Zach Whitecloud. Nearly all of them had career years 
under DeBoer, and have seen a decrease in production since his 
departure. That, along with the Golden Knights’ already strong forward 
group, made for a dangerous team that advanced to the conference 
finals in two-straight seasons. 

Under DeBoer, the Golden Knights were one of the most dominant teams 
in terms of possession. They lived in the attacking zone, constantly 
outshooting and out-chancing the opposition. That’s a recipe to win a lot 
of games, and they did. DeBoer’s .650 points percentage over his tenure 
in Vegas was actually higher than his current one in Dallas (.648). 

Yousuf: That’s interesting because DeBoer inherited a similar situation in 
Dallas, where in recent years, there had been an emphasis on dump-
and-chase and an aggressive forecheck. The Stars had a couple of 
defensemen in Miro Heiskanen and John Klingberg who possessed the 
skill sets for breaking the puck out but it wasn’t utilized to its maximum 
potential. Klingberg’s season in Anaheim has been a disaster, and that’s 
a whole separate story, but Heiskanen’s talents are being tapped into a 
bit more this season and he’s easily on pace for a career year. 

Aside from Heiskanen, the Stars lack premier blue talent. Nils Lundkvist 
can join that echelon but he’s still developing. Beyond that, the Stars 
don’t have much to flex in the way of offensive talent among their 
defensemen. As you mentioned, the Golden Knights were an elite 
possession team under DeBoer and that hasn’t manifested itself yet in 
Dallas, where the Stars are a middle-of-the-pack possession team and 
have only seen a slight uptick in scoring chance percentage at five-on-
five. Things certainly do seem to be trending in that direction but, along 
with some personnel limitations, it takes time to implement a new system. 

You mentioned two conference finals appearances. So, what went wrong 
in the last season that led to his firing? Obviously, injuries but why 
weren’t those enough of an excuse to keep him around? 

Granger: If the Golden Knights were so dominant at even strength under 
DeBoer, why did they falter in the playoffs on several occasions and 
down the stretch of the 2021-22 season? The answer is a struggling 
power play that never improved. It ranked 22nd in 2020-21 and was the 
main cause of their disappointing playoff loss to Montreal. After it was a 
major emphasis in the offseason, it finished 25th in 2021-22. 

DeBoer managed the injuries incredibly well, keeping the Golden Knights 
within striking distance of the playoffs despite being severely 
undermanned. He was just never able to solve the power play, and even 
when the team got relatively healthy it remained an issue and was likely 
a big reason he’s no longer in Vegas. 
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I also think that as successful and proven as DeBoer’s system is, it 
wasn’t the best fit for the Golden Knights’ personnel. He loves generating 
offense from the point, and using screens, deflections and rebound 
chances to score. Vegas’ forward group just isn’t built to play that way in 
front of the net, and I think Dallas’ group is much better suited for it. 

Yousuf: Well, that certainly has not been an issue in Dallas to this point. 
The Stars have the fifth-best power play in the NHL and are 0.2 percent 
away from being a top-three unit in the league. At 29.9 percent, they 
have the second-best power play on the road, only behind Connor 
McDavid and the Oilers. There have been games this season where the 
power play alone has rescued the Stars offense and led to some 
victories. The top unit is led by Heiskanen and the elite top line of Jason 
Robertson, Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski. A resurgent Jamie Benn has 
been the cherry on top for that unit. 

You’re right about the personnel fit, especially at the front of the net. In 
Pavelski, the Stars have one of the best net-front talents in recent history 
and he’s been mentoring guys on the roster, old and young, in that 
department. It also doesn’t hurt that Pavelski served as a captain under 
DeBoer in San Jose, so that messaging is taken quite seriously. The 
Stars are second in the NHL this season in tipped goals while the Golden 
Knights are 26th. 

Vegas replaced DeBoer with Cassidy and they’re back in contention at 
the top of the western conference. What’s led to the success this season 
for the Golden Knights? 

Granger: Just as DeBoer came in and fixed the team’s biggest weakness 
under Gallant, Cassidy has done the same. With how involved in the 
offense DeBoer likes his defensemen, it led to the occasional mistake 
and an odd-man rush the other way. Under DeBoer, Vegas didn’t allow 
many shots but when it did, it was often catastrophic. Cassidy has the 
Golden Knights playing a much safer game through the middle of the ice, 
and the result is a team that allows almost no odd-man rush chances. 

That along with the Golden Knights being healthy early in the season led 
to one of the better teams in the West this season. Vegas has since hit 
another injury bug, and its record shows it. 

Yousuf: What is your holistic view of DeBoer’s short tenure in Vegas and 
how do you think he’ll be received by the fans? 

Granger: It was a shock to the system of most Golden Knights fans when 
the organization surprisingly fired Gallant and immediately replaced him 
with the enemy. The rivalry with San Jose was the most heated in Vegas 
franchise history, and DeBoer was one of the biggest faces of that. 
Having him behind their bench was … strange. 

Having said that, DeBoer won many of the fans over during his time here 
by winning as much as he did. He won’t receive the same hero’s 
welcome that Gallant got when he returned to T-Mobile Arena for the first 
time, but I expect plenty of cheers for DeBoer. 
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Ranking the best NHL players and prospects under 23: Rasmus Dahlin 
tops the list 

 

Corey Pronman69-87 minutes 17/01/2023 

 

Welcome to the midseason update of the under-23 NHL player rankings 
for the 2022-23 season. 

This is an age-based ranking of the best young players overall on teams’ 
reserve lists, meaning within an NHL organization, in or outside the 
league. This is a ranking meant to show who I think will have the best pro 
careers, not who I would take in a game tomorrow. This is also a good 

exercise to show how the last five age groups compare to each other, as 
this largely spans the player pool from the 2018 through 2022 NHL 
drafts. 

A player must be 22 years old or younger as of Jan. 1, 2023, to qualify. 

With 154 players listed, that comes out to about 31 players per draft who 
I see as potential quality NHL players, although with the caveat that 
some of the late birthdates from the 2018 draft class have aged out. 

Ranked players are placed into tiers and given tool grades. Tool grades 
are based on a scale with six separate levels, with an eye toward how 
this attribute would grade in the NHL (poor, below average, average, 
above average, high-end and elite). “Average” on this scale means the 
tool projects as NHL average, which is meant as a positive, not a 
criticism. Skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete for every 
projected NHL player are graded. Shot grades are only included if a shot 
is notably good or poor. 

You’ll notice two significant changes to this list from previous iterations. 
First, there is a much larger value placed on defensemen with premium 
physical tools as a result of a recent change in my process. Second, after 
hearing readers’ feedback loud and clear, the higher end of my tool 
grade scale will be used more frequently, particularly for the very best 
players. 

Elite NHL player 

1. Rasmus Dahlin, D, Buffalo 

April 13, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 202 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Elite 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 7 

Analysis: Dahlin’s first half this season has been as good as you could 
have hoped for if you are a Sabres fan. He’s looked like the definition of a 
game breaker. His skill level is off the charts, showing the ability to make 
unique plays with the puck at a high rate. He’s a good enough skater to 
make those skilled plays with pace. Dahlin shows a lot of creativity as a 
playmaker and in how he activates into attacks. He’s more offensive 
tilted, but his defense has progressed well enough to make the most of 
his skill and make sure his team has the puck when he’s on the ice. The 
No. 1 pick from the 2018 draft has emerged as one of the premier 
defensemen and overall players in the league. 

2. Jack Hughes, C, New Jersey 

May 14, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2019 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: High-end 

Hockey sense: High-end 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 1 

Analysis: Hughes has been a leading player on one of the best teams in 
the NHL. He looks like everything you thought he could become when he 
was a dominant junior player. Hughes is an electric skater, puckhandler 
and playmaker who can drive play like few others in the league, despite 
not having a large frame. He shows up every night and wants the puck 
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on his stick to make things happen. The biggest thing for Hughes has 
been adding a goal-scoring element, as he’s now a legit mid-range shot 
threat to go with excellent playmaking. He’s a star No. 1 center, and a 
player who you build a winner around. 

Bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

3. Tim Stützle, C, Ottawa 

Jan. 15, 2002 | 6 feet | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2020 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: High-end 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 8 

Analysis: This season hasn’t gone how some would have hoped in 
Ottawa, but Stützle’s play hasn’t been the reason. He’s been a point-per-
game center and a driving force when he’s on the ice. He’s a special 
skater with the speed and edge work to push pace at an elite level. He 
combines that with great skill, vision and work ethic. He wins battles and 
doesn’t shy away from attacking the net. He has all the makings of a 
potential superstar forward in the league. 

4. Andrei Svechnikov, LW, Carolina 

March 26, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: High-end 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 6 

Analysis: Svechnikov is in the midst of another strong season, being a 
go-to player for a top NHL team in Carolina. Svechnikov has every tool 
you want in a top winger. He’s a big, fast, powerful forward with elite skill 
who can break open a shift. He can create offense in many different 
ways off the rush, while also being a mid-range shot threat who can 
make plays. He’s a franchise winger. 

5. Dylan Cozens, C, Buffalo 

Feb. 9, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2019 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 13 

Analysis: Cozens has had a breakout season for Buffalo, becoming a 
true two-way force down the middle, and giving the Sabres two No. 1 
centers between him and Tage Thompson. Cozens is a handful at 6-3 
with his speed and skill combined with a great compete level. He can 
overpower opponents to win pucks while also being able to beat them 
with skill. He’s gotten more offensive opportunities including running a 
PP1 flank at times to use his skill and shot. His emerging offense 

combined with strong defensive play makes him one of the best young 
players in the league and a potential Selke Trophy candidate further 
down the line of his career. 

6. Matthew Beniers, C, Seattle 

Nov. 5, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 14 

Analysis: Beniers has been the best rookie in the NHL this season, and a 
leading part of one of the NHL’s best offenses in Seattle despite only 
being two years removed from his draft. Beniers is a well-rounded 
forward. He’s a highly competitive, fast, center who plays hard and can 
win battles versus men. His offensive touch with the puck has continued 
to develop and is far better than I thought it would be when he was 
younger. Beniers makes a lot of tough plays with the puck, hitting seams 
at a high rate. He’s also a goal-scoring threat who can run a power play 
from the flank. His ability to create offense from the perimeter and interior 
while also being a reliable two-way player will make him a star for a long 
time. 

7. Trevor Zegras, C, Anaheim 

March 20, 2001 | 6 feet | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2019 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: High-end 

Hockey sense: Elite 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 3 

Analysis: It’s been a tough go this season for anyone in Anaheim, but 
Zegras continues to be a bright spot. He’s a special player with the puck 
on his stick, with unique skill and creativity as a playmaker. He has one 
of the most creative offensive minds in the NHL and can make defenders 
miss at a high rate. Zegras works hard enough, but lacks the speed and 
physicality to be a true two-way force down the middle. He produces so 
much offense, though, that it’s not a big concern as he will be a star 
forward in the league for a long time. 

8. Moritz Seider, D, Detroit 

April 6, 2001 | 6-foot-4 | 204 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2019 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 2 

Analysis: Coming after the high of highs with an outstanding rookie NHL 
season, Seider has been fighting it a bit more this season. Everything is 
relative, and Seider’s “struggles” are still a 23 minutes per game NHL 
defenseman at age 21. He’s still a long, mobile, mean as heck 
defenseman. The puck movement in his game hasn’t looked as crisp as 
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last season, but he has still has legit NHL skill and vision even though 
you could argue it may not be true top level and that 50 points from his 
rookie season may have set unrealistic expectations. He’s a star 
defenseman. 

NHL All-Star 

9. Cole Caufield, LW, Montreal 

Jan. 2, 2001 | 5-foot-7 | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2019 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Elite 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Elite 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 30 

Analysis: Caufield picked up where he left off last season, scoring goals 
at a high rate and being an impactful player for Montreal. Inside the 
offensive zone, he’s lethal due to his skill and shot. His hands are special 
in how he can manipulate pucks in small areas, and Caufield is a threat 
to score from anywhere in the zone with either his wrist shot or one-timer 
while also being a good passer. His size, and good but not amazing 
skating for his frame aren’t ideal, but he’s shown for years he’s a power-
play weapon and someone who can score versus bigger, stronger 
players. 

10. Owen Power, D, Buffalo 

Nov. 22, 2002 | 6-foot-6 | 218 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 20 

Analysis: Power has looked excellent in his rookie NHL season, and 
every bit like a first-overall pick. His mobility given his length at 6-foot-6 is 
very impressive and despite not being overly physical, it allows him to 
break up so many plays. Dahlin is the offense guy on that blue line, but 
Power has offense too. He’s shown legit playmaking ability from both 
ends, and the skill and poise to make tough plays. He looks like an 
emerging star two-way defenseman and a blue line with him and Dahlin 
for the next decade will terrify opponents. 

11. Noah Dobson, D, New York Islanders 

Jan. 7, 2000 | 6-foot-4 | 194 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 31 

Analysis: Dobson is one of the most important players on the Islanders. 
He’s a rare combination of a big, mobile, right-shot defenseman with 
significant offense. Dobson displays excellent vision and patience with 

the puck. He can make tough plays at both ends. His offensive IQ 
combined with a hard point shot makes him quite valuable on the man 
advantage. He’s not the most physical player, but his defense will be 
good enough given his range and reach. Dobson has all the indicators of 
a star No. 1 defenseman. 

12. Mason McTavish, C, Anaheim 

Jan. 30, 2003 | 6 feet | 213 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 24 

Analysis: McTavish has been very good as a teenage rookie in the NHL. 
There’s so much about his game to like. He’s a big, powerful, fast center 
with a ton of skill. He can impact the game in numerous ways and 
projects to become a two-way No. 1 center as he matures. His offensive 
touch and playmaking continues to get better as time goes on, and while 
he may never be his teammate Zegras with the puck, he could still put up 
big scoring numbers. 

13. Jake Sanderson, D, Ottawa 

July 8, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2020 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 27 

Analysis: Sanderson has looked very strong to start his NHL career. His 
excellent skating ability, both in speed and edgework, has allowed him to 
make a lot of plays at both ends of the rink right away. He won’t be the 
go-to guy offensively on a top NHL team, but he has skill and offensive 
instincts and can use that in combination with his skating to create 
chances. He’s a rock defensively due to his elite gap work and a strong 
motor. He’s an emerging star and a guy who will play big minutes in the 
NHL for a long time. 

14. Luke Hughes, D, New Jersey 

Sept. 9, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 184 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2021 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 11 

Analysis: Hughes’ numbers haven’t been as eye popping as his 
freshman season, but his on-ice impact has looked similar. He’s a 
freakishly good skater for being 6-foot-2, with unique edgework and 
elusiveness to go with his length. Hughes can lead a rush very well due 
to his speed and skill, and make a ton of plays from the offensive blue 
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line. Defensively, he’s progressed a lot into a solid defender, mostly due 
to his skating. Hughes’ pure puck moving isn’t as high end as his other 
attributes and he tends to be overly risky with the puck, but it’s good 
enough. He shows up every night and makes an impact and looks like a 
budding NHL star defenseman. 

15. Matthew Boldy, RW, Minnesota 

April 5, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 201 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2019 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 21 

Analysis: Boldy has become an important part of Minnesota’s offense 
over the last year. Boldy has tremendous puck skills and vision. He 
displays the soft touch to execute tough plays at a high rate, and is a 
very creative player inside the offensive zone. He can create off the 
perimeter and in the tough areas. The only drawback of his game is a 
lack of footspeed, but to date it hasn’t held him back from being 
successful as a pro. Boldy has turned into a legitimate top-line winger in 
the league. 

Bubble NHL All-Star and top-of-the-lineup player 

16. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, Montreal 

March 30, 2004 | 6-foot-3 | 238 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 15 

Analysis: Slafkovsky’s rookie NHL season has been up and down, with 
more ups of late. You still see all the reasons you liked him as a draft 
eligible. There aren’t many players with his combination of size, speed 
and skill. He can break a shift open and projects to one day be a big time 
scorer in the NHL. That day isn’t today though, as he’s still figuring out 
how to be consistent versus pros. I think he will figure it out. There’s too 
much talent and no issues with his work ethic, but it may take some time. 

17. Logan Cooley, C, Arizona 

May 4, 2004 | 5-foot-10 | 174 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2022 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 17 

Analysis: Cooley started off the season a bit slowly but has been on a 
tear of late, has looked like one of the best players in the NCAA and was 
great at the world juniors. There’s so much to like about Cooley’s game. 
He has a ton of skill. He’s an excellent skater who plays with a ton of 
energy and pace. He’s undersized, but plays hard and doesn’t mind 

getting his nose dirty. He’s an impactful player who will be an excellent 
NHL center despite his size. 

18. Lucas Raymond, RW, Detroit 

March 28, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 176 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: High-end 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 9 

Analysis: After an excellent rookie NHL season, Raymond’s second 
season hasn’t seen a big step forward offensively even if he’s been 
better of late. He remains an excellent young player with a bright NHL 
future, though. He has game-breaking skill and offensive sense. Inside 
the zone there aren’t a lot of players who can make the plays Raymond 
can. With a smaller body and a lack of true blazing speed, he’ll need to 
win more battles to generate consistent possession, but it will come with 
time and physical maturity. 

19. Bowen Byram, D, Colorado 

June 13, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2019 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 18 

Analysis: Byram is an awesome player, when healthy. He’s a dynamic 
skater, who can get into rushes and activate from the blue line at a high-
end level due to his feet and skill. He competes well, and projects as an 
excellent two-way defenseman due to all his positives. He just needs to 
stay on the ice and has had several injuries over the last few seasons. 

20. David Jiricek, D, Columbus 

Nov. 28, 2003 | 6-foot-4 | 199 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2022 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 23 

Analysis: Jiricek has been one of the most impactful teenage 
defensemen I’ve seen in the AHL in recent years and was the best 
defender at the world juniors. He’s always been a big, mean defender 
with a big point shot and some offense, but he’s showing a whole other 
level of offense this season. His stick skills are excellent and he’s 
showing strong creativity as a puck mover. Everything, except for his 
footspeed, points to a big minutes NHL defenseman. 

21. K’Andre Miller, D, New York Rangers 

Jan. 21, 2000 | 6-foot-5 | 215 pounds | Shoots left 
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Drafted: No. 22 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 43 

Analysis: Miller has developed into a legit two-way top-pairing 
defenseman. He has all the tools you want. He’s big, skates well, plays 
hard, and his offensive touch has continued to develop. He can attack 
and create with his skating and skill, makes a good outlet pass — while 
also being a physically tough player to get past for opposing players. 

22. Alexander Nikishin, D, Carolina 

Oct. 2, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 196 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 69 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 75 

Analysis: Nikishin is one of the very best players outside the NHL 
currently. He’s also signed in the KHL through the end of their 2024-25 
season. This looks like the next Evgeny Kuznetsov/Kirill Kaprizov 
situation in that regard. He’s been arguably the best defenseman in the 
KHL this season as a 21-year-old. He’s a large, mobile, highly-physical 
defenseman who is showing a ton of offense this season that he didn’t in 
previous years. Nikishin’s playmaking has stood out in my viewings, to go 
with his excellent point shot. He has all the tools and indicators of an 
impact defenseman in the NHL. Now it’s just about getting him over. 

23. Wyatt Johnston, C, Dallas 

May 14, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 23 in 2021 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 62 

Analysis: Johnston continues his sharp upwards development trend 
looking quite good for a teenager in the NHL and contributing to the 
success of a top NHL club. Johnston makes so many good plays with the 
puck. He has excellent hands and vision, being able to run a pro power 
play well and is a threat when he gets space in the offensive zone at 
even strength. His footspeed is just fine, and he’s not overly physical, but 
Johnston’s compete level is high, showing great effort to win battles and 
be first on pucks. He’s going to be a great NHL forward for a long time 
whether at center or wing. 

24. Seth Jarvis, RW, Carolina 

Feb. 1, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2020 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 12 

Analysis: Jarvis started off the season slowly but the last month or two 
has looked more like himself. He’s a very fast and competitive winger 
who, despite a lack of size, plays the game without fear. Jarvis attacks 
the middle and does so with significant skill and creativity. He’s been an 
important part of a top NHL team over the last two seasons at a young 
age. 

Top-of-the-lineup player 

25. Quinton Byfield, C, Los Angeles 

Aug. 19, 2002 | 6-foot-5 | 220 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 22 

Analysis: A few years ago I would have figured by the time Byfield was 
20 years old he would not only be a full-time NHL player but a very good 
one. That the latter hasn’t happened yet, doesn’t mean it won’t. Byfield 
has been quite strong in the AHL this season and still has a special 
toolkit. There aren’t many people his size who can skate like him, while 
also having legit offensive skill. You add the fact he plays hard and 
there’s a lot of reason to still believe in Byfield’s upside and having a 
bright future ahead of him. 

26. Shane Wright, C, Seattle 

Jan. 5, 2004 | 6 feet | 192 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 16 

Analysis: Wright made the Kraken but struggled to stick in the lineup. He 
looked good in his brief time in the AHL and with Canada’s U20 team. A 
lot of ink has been spilled over Wright, but he remains a very good all-
around player, even if he’s not the most dynamic player. Wright is an 
excellent playmaker who can shoot the puck well. He shows good two-
way play and has detail in his game. He plays with good pace and has a 
game that should translate to a lot of NHL success with time. 

27. Alexis Lafrenière, RW, New York Rangers 

Oct. 11, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 10 
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Analysis: I struggle with where to rate Lafrenière. I can see the argument 
he’s too high or that he will eventually break out. There’s a lot of “what-
ifs” you can do with him. You can “what-if” how he would have performed 
in the AHL, or on a different team without a stacked PP1. But in the 
current reality, he’s been a good, but not great NHL winger. He shows 
flashes of his high-end skill and playmaking, but not consistently enough 
given his lack of pace. He’s still only 21 and given everything I know 
about the player. between the talent and his context, I think a breakout 
will come eventually, but I certainly can’t sit here and say I feel overly 
confident about it. 

28. Kent Johnson, LW, Columbus 

Oct. 18, 2002 | 6 feet | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2021 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: High-end 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 35 

Analysis: Johnson has been solid for Columbus this season. He’s 
become a bigger part of their team as the season has progressed and 
due to their injuries. With the puck on his stick he’s fantastic, with elite 
hands and offensive creativity. He can make all kinds of plays in small 
areas and run a power play well. He’s not the best skater or the most 
physical, but I’ve been pleasantly surprised by how Johnson has been 
able to get inside on NHL defenders and create at the net. He will be a 
very good NHL player with time — to be determined whether it’s at center 
or the wing. 

29. Cole Perfetti, LW, Winnipeg 

Jan. 1, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 177 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: High-end 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 38 

Analysis: Perfetti has become an important part of Winnipeg’s offense. 
As a junior there was always concern about how a player with his frame 
and subpar quickness would translate to the pros. His stick skills and 
especially his hockey sense/offensive poise are so good though that it 
helps overcome those issues. Perfetti has shown he can make plays and 
create like a top-six forward. He may not be able to drive a line by himself 
at the NHL level, but he works hard enough, will get a lot of points in his 
career and be a major part of an NHL power play. 

30. Kevin Korchinski, D, Chicago 

June 21, 2004 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2022 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 128 

Analysis: Korchinski has looked excellent this season, as one of the top 
defensemen in the CHL and a leading player on a top club even if he 
didn’t get much of a role on Canada’s U20 team. Korchinski controls the 
game when he’s on the ice, mostly due to his plus skating ability. His 
quickness and edgework are high end, with a smooth, powerful stride 
that lets him get up into attacks and walk the blue line like an NHLer. 
Korchinski isn’t the most physical defender, but his skating lets him close 
on guys well enough and he’s great on retrievals. He has very good 
hands and can make tough passes at a high rate. He looks like a high-in-
the-lineup defenseman who impacts transition play and can put up 
points. 

31. Jack Quinn, RW, Buffalo 

Sept. 19, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 39 

Analysis: Quinn has looked very good as a rookie NHLer, with the line of 
himself, Cozens and JJ Peterka clicking in the first half of the season. 
He’s got excellent hands and his stick handling in tight spaces stands 
out. Quinn makes a lot of tough passes and is a shot threat as well. His 
only knock is his pure footspeed, as I think his overall effort on and away 
from the puck is good too. He is trending to become a legit top-line 
winger. 

32. Kaapo Kakko, RW, New York Rangers 

Feb. 13, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 206 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2019 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 48 

Analysis: Kakko’s had a positive season with the Rangers. He’s scoring 
at a slightly higher clip than in previous years, but it’s how he’s 
generating offense that inspires some confidence. He’s creating a lot 
around the tough areas of the offensive zone that should translate to 
more scoring down the line. He’s always had the skill and size, but the 
physical impact he’d shown before the NHL didn’t translate as quickly as 
hoped. 

33. Anton Lundell, C, Florida 

Oct. 3, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 29 

Analysis: Lundell has been asked to play a bigger role for Florida this 
season and has done so effectively. He’s not the flashiest forward from a 
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speed or skill perspective, but Lundell is a highly intelligent and 
competitive player. He makes a lot of positive plays for his team at both 
ends of the ice while still providing a good amount of offense. 

34. Jamie Drysdale, D, Anaheim 

April 8, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 183 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2020 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 34 

Analysis: Drysdale injured his shoulder in November which will cause him 
to miss most of the 2022-23 season. His report thus is mostly unchanged 
from a year ago, when I saw a guy trending positively with excellent 
skating ability and hockey sense. 

35. Simon Edvinsson, D, Detroit 

Feb. 5, 2003 | 6-foot-6 | 209 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 32 

Analysis: Edvinsson has looked very good this season, building off his 
success in the SHL to play a big role in the AHL as a 19-year-old. There 
aren’t many defensemen his size who can both skate and provide legit 
offense. He’s going to be a solid NHL defender due to his reach and feet 
but also because he works hard and doesn’t mind playing physically. His 
skill and IQ are good, not great, but enough to be a quality puck-mover. 
Edvinsson will be in the league soon. 

36. Pavel Mintyukov, D, Anaheim 

Nov. 25, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 192 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 152 

Analysis: Mintyukov has been arguably the best player in the OHL this 
season. He’s a constant offensive threat. He’s full of skill, skates well, 
and can make so many difficult plays with pace. The way Mintyukov 
activates into attacks on the rush and off the blue line with high-end skill 
is very difficult to stop. At times he looks and plays like a forward with 
how aggressive he is, but it works! He’s a shot threat too from the point. 
He’ll need to clean up his defensive play, but the skating, size and 
compete are good enough that you think it will come as a pro with the 
right coaching. 

Bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player or quality starting goaltender 

37. Dylan Guenther, RW, Arizona 

April 10, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 25 

Analysis: Guenther made the Coyotes this season and has looked like an 
NHL player as a teenager. He’s a big winger who can skate like an 
NHLer, while also having very good hands and offensive creativity. His 
shot is his main weapon and he will be able to beat NHL goalies from the 
dots. I wouldn’t call him an overly physical player, but his work ethic is 
good enough. His game isn’t sexy, but he will be a very good top-six wing 
for a while. 

38. Kirby Dach, C, Montreal 

Jan. 21, 2001 | 6-foot-4 | 212 pounds | Shoots right 

Acquired via trade 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 41 

Analysis: Dach was traded from Chicago to Montreal over the summer. In 
his first season with the Habs, Dach has looked very good, although he’s 
been moved from the middle to the wing. He has a clear top-six toolkit 
given his speed, skill and frame and can make a lot of plays off the rush. 
Dach is a strong playmaker too. His lack of goal-scoring touch though 
has dogged him for a while, and overall, he can be quite inconsistent. I 
don’t see a premier NHL forward, but he could be a solid top-six forward, 
even if it’s unclear if that will be at center or not. 

39. Kaiden Guhle, D, Montreal 

Jan. 18, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 205 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 119 

Analysis: Guhle has looked excellent as a rookie NHL player. His 
defensive game is highly impressive, especially for such a young player. 
He’s a strong skater with good reach and size, but it’s how hard he plays 
and how effectively he closes his gaps, often with force, that makes him 
so good. The question with Guhle has always been with the puck, not 
without, and he’s answered those questions. He’s shown he can provide 
secondary offense as a pro to go with all the stops he can make. 

40. Simon Nemec, D, New Jersey 

Feb. 15, 2004 | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds | Shoots right 
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Drafted: No. 2 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 26 

Analysis: Nemec has played a lot of minutes in the AHL this season, 
especially for an 18-year-old defenseman. The offensive success hasn’t 
been immediate, but he’s young and the points will come. He’s so smart 
and skilled to go with solid mobility and work ethic that with time, Nemec 
is going to be an excellent pro in North America just like he was in 
Europe. 

41. Philip Broberg, D, Edmonton 

June 25, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 199 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2019 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 76 

Analysis: Broberg has had a few minor injuries this season that’s held 
him back, but when healthy I think he’s moving in a positive direction 
between his play in the AHL and NHL. He’s such a good skater for 
someone who is 6-foot-3 and has a good enough compete level that with 
time I think he will develop into an excellent defender. Whether his puck 
game and puck-moving will be anything special in the NHL is to be 
determined, and I think it will probably just be okay, but the athletic tools 
are so high-end that I find it hard to see a path where he doesn’t become 
a good NHL defenseman in some form. 

42. Arthur Kaliyev, RW, Los Angeles 

June 26, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 210 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 33 in 2019 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 33 

Analysis: Kaliyev has settled into an important role with the Kings. He’s a 
very good at two important things: Scoring goals and setting up plays. 
He’s a super smart offensive player and from the right faceoff dot his shot 
is a legit threat. If you’re expecting a great carry-and-create type of 
forward, he’s not going to do that. But he’ll have a good career as a top-
six forward helping a power play and scoring his fair share of goals. 

43. Logan Stankoven, C, Dallas 

Feb. 26, 2003 | 5-foot-7 | 170 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 47 in 2021 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 63 

Analysis: Stankoven, like the previous season, has been a dominant 
junior player in 2022-23 and had a great world juniors. There’s so much 
to like about his game. He has high-end puck skills and shooting ability. 
He’s faster than I’ve given him credit for before, which when combined 
with a great motor makes him a handful to deal with. He’s constantly 
buzzing around the ice, winning battles, pushing the pace and creating 
offense. The only downside to his game is his size, but everything else is 
clear NHL quality. 

44. William Eklund, LW, San Jose 

Oct. 12, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 181 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2021 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 50 

Analysis: Eklund’s previous season in Sweden was slightly concerning 
but he’s looked more like his old self in the AHL this season. His skating 
and playmaking jump out at you when you watch him. He’s got such 
good edgework and creativity at full speed. He combines that talent with 
a strong compete level and a willingness to get inside for a smaller 
player. If Eklund can learn to finish a few more of his chances he could 
trend in a really positive direction. 

45. Dawson Mercer, RW, New Jersey 

Oct. 27, 2001 | 6 feet | 180 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 46 

Analysis: Mercer has become an important player for the Devils who is a 
regular on both special teams units. He isn’t the most dynamic player you 
will ever see, but he has skill, and more importantly, he uses that skill 
around the net. He creates a lot in the high-traffic areas and competes at 
a high level at both ends of the ice. 

46. Spencer Knight, G, Florida 

April 19, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 192 pounds | Catches left 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2019 

Skating: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 40 

Analysis: Knight has split starts this season in Florida and I would guess 
is on his way to becoming the true No. 1 guy. He’s looked very 
impressive at times especially as a 21-year-old goalie. Knight anticipates 
the play at a high level and has adjusted to the NHL pace. He shows the 
ability to make tough saves without his technique breaking down. 
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47. Jiri Kulich, C/LW, Buffalo 

April 14, 2004 | 5-foot-11 | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 89 

Analysis: Kulich’s development has been on a sharp upward trajectory 
over the last 18 months. He’s been excellent versus men this season as 
an 18-year-old, and just followed up his MVP performance at last year’s 
U18 worlds by being one of the better forwards at the world juniors. 
There’s nothing about his game that’s high end, but a lot of what Kulich 
does looks like an NHL player. He’s a fast, competitive, direct, skilled 
winger. He can make tough plays with the puck and has a great shot. 
Kulich gives an honest effort every game and has the puck game to 
create offense in the NHL. 

48. Mattias Samuelsson, D, Buffalo 

March 14, 2000 | 6-foot-4 | 231 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 32 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

Analysis: Samuelsson has quickly become a major part of the Sabres’ 
lineup as part of their top defense pairing. Samuelsson is a true 
shutdown defenseman. He’s got great length, skates very well for a big 
man, and is highly physical. He punishes opposing forwards regularly 
with his physical play and breaks up a lot of rushes. His offense will 
never be a selling point, but his outlets and sense are good enough. 

49. Cutter Gauthier, LW, Philadelphia 

Jan. 19, 2004 | 6-foot-2 | 189 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 54 

Analysis: Gauthier has been a productive freshman at Boston College 
this season and was a top player for USA at the world juniors. There’s a 
lot to love about his pro projection. He’s a big center who skates well, has 
very good hands, and a shot that will beat NHL goalies. He doesn’t 
overwhelm you with power, but Gauthier works hard on the ice and can 
make tough plays with pace. 

50. Kirill Marchenko, RW, Columbus 

July 21, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 197 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 49 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 58 

Analysis: Marchenko went down to the AHL out of Columbus camp, 
where he was quite impactful from the get-go, and eventually worked his 
way into the Blue Jackets’ lineup. He’s always had a unique toolkit as a 
big, fast, highly skilled goal-scorer, but it was a question of when or if it 
would click for Marchenko. This season it looks like it’s starting to. I see a 
lot of pro potential in his game. 

51. Braden Schneider, D, New York Rangers 

Sept. 20, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 208 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 19 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 79 

Analysis: Schneider’s been mostly the same player as the previous 
season for the Rangers, which given his age and their deep right side of 
the blue line is more than enough. Schneider is a mobile and highly 
competitive defenseman. He plays hard and punishes forwards 
physically. His puck movement is fine. He’s smart enough to make a 
good first pass and skate pucks out of trouble but will never be a big 
points guy. He should evolve into a higher minutes guy with time. 

52. John-Jason Peterka, LW, Buffalo 

Jan. 14, 2002 | 6 feet | 189 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 34 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 68 

Analysis: Peterka has been a part of that great kid line in Buffalo with 
Cozens and Quinn. Peterka has a lot of positive offensive elements. He’s 
a strong skater who plays fast. He has excellent puck skills and can 
make difficult plays at speed. He can both shoot the puck well and make 
plays. Peterka isn’t the biggest or most physical guy, but competes well 
enough to survive in the NHL. I don’t know if he’ll ever be ‘the guy’ on a 
scoring line, but he could be a very solid top six winger. 

53. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, St. Louis 

June 1, 2004 | 6-foot-1 | 186 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 23 in 2022 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 17, 2023 

 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 147 

Analysis: Snuggerud came out of the gates flying this season. He’s been 
one of the best forwards in the NCAA through the first half, and was very 
good at the world juniors too. Snuggerud’s skating has never been and 
still isn’t strong, but the rest of his game is quite impressive. He’s a 
skilled, and intelligent winger who can score goals. He has offense, but 
Snuggerud is also a tough player to play against who wins a lot of close 
battles and doesn’t mind throwing his body around. 

54. Connor Zary, C, Calgary 

Sept. 25, 2001 | 6 feet | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 24 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 93 

Analysis: Zary has had an excellent second pro season, being a top 
player on one of the best AHL teams. Zary has a lot of offensive touch, 
with great stick skills and the ability to beat defenders 1v1. He can create 
with his perimeter playmaking, but also doesn’t shy from going to the net. 
He has everything you want except for his skating with a slightly 
unorthodox stride that lacks NHL quickness. I think given his skill and 
compete he will overcome that and become a good player. 

55. Lukas Reichel, LW, Chicago 

May 17, 2002 | 6 feet | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 17 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 28 

Analysis: Reichel was a minor surprise to be cut from Chicago’s camp. 
Since then he’s been quite good in the AHL, drawing positive reviews 
from scouts, playing center regularly and was a recent call-up to the 
NHL. He’s a well-rounded forward. He skates well, has good hands and 
vision, can shoot the puck well, and works hard. He’s not an overly 
physical forward, but he plays hard and doesn’t shy from going to the 
high-percentage areas of the offensive zone. 

56. Joel Farabee, LW, Philadelphia 

Feb. 25, 2000 | 6 feet | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2018 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 37 

Analysis: Farabee has settled into a regular top-six role for Philadelphia 
over the last two seasons and is a regular on both special teams. He’s a 
very smart player with the puck who gives an honest effort regularly. 

There may not be a whole lot of dynamic in his game in terms of speed 
or skill to ever become a big points scorer in the NHL, but his brain and 
work ethic will help him create enough to be a valuable part of a lineup. 

57. Lian Bichsel, D, Dallas 

May 18, 2004 | 6-foot-5 | 216 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 125 

Analysis: Bichsel has been just OK in the SHL with limited minutes for 
Leksands, but his play at the world juniors reassured me of the player 
I’ve seen over the years. That player is a tall, mobile, highly physical 
defenseman with secondary puck-moving ability. Bichsel isn’t a natural 
puck-mover type who will have a ton of offense, but he has enough skill 
to go with his excellent defending that I think he will be a good NHL 
defenseman in time. 

58. Philip Tomasino, RW, Nashville 

July 28, 2001 | 6 feet | 179 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 24 in 2019 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 45 

Analysis: Tomasino was a mild surprise to be sent down to the AHL out 
of Nashville camp after being a full-time member of the team last season. 
That being said he hasn’t exactly torn up the AHL to make the team 
quickly change course. I still believe a lot in this player. He has a 
tremendous combination of speed and creativity and a skill set that will 
translate into NHL offense. Tomasino needs to be more consistent but I 
think he will find that with time and become a good NHL forward. 

59. Matthew Knies, LW, Toronto 

Oct. 17, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 210 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 57 in 2021 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 65 

Analysis: Knies like in his freshman season has been a top player for a 
top NCAA team in Minnesota. He’s a big, skilled winger who competes 
hard. He can create a lot of offense around the net and has good 
playmaking ability too. Knies’ skating isn’t amazing, but he projects to 
score in the NHL due to how well he handles the game physically. 

60. Shane Pinto, C, Ottawa 

Nov. 12, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 201 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 32 in 2019 
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Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 66 

Analysis: A now healthy Shane Pinto who had missed a fair amount of 
hockey the last few years, has become an important part of Ottawa’s 
team. He’s a big center who works hard. He has good skills and vision, 
and can shoot the puck, but it’s his details and compete that get 
evaluators excited about him. He just needs to stay healthy, and if he 
does Ottawa has a good player on their hands. 

61. Cole Sillinger, C, Columbus 

May 16, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 201 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2021 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 47 

Analysis: One of the best prospect stories from last season was 
Sillinger’s quick ascent to the NHL. This season he’s hit a wall though. I 
still like the player a lot. He’s a skilled, highly competitive center with a bit 
of a mean streak. His footspeed isn’t the best though and his puck game 
isn’t off the charts. He honestly looks like a player who would have 
benefited from more time outside the league, but hindsight is 50/50 after 
how good he looked the previous season. 

62. Yaroslav Askarov, G, Nashville 

June 16, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 178 pounds | Catches right 

Drafted: No. 11 in 2020 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 149 

Analysis: Askarov has been up and down in his first season in North 
America, but the ups have been notable and he’s looked often like his old 
self. Askarov is a super athletic goalie who can make a lot of difficult 
saves and has the ability to steal a game. You’d like to see him quiet his 
game at times and be more consistent, but he’s trending in a good 
direction. It’s also good to see him get consistent game action which he 
hasn’t gotten for several years. 

63. Jesper Wallstedt, G, Minnesota 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 214 pounds | Catches left 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2021 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 52 

Analysis: Wallstedt has looked good in the AHL, not as dominant as he 
was in Sweden, but still looks like a very strong pro prospect. Wallstedt is 
still a super smart and technically polished goalie who has shown he can 

play well versus men. The pace of the AHL has looked a little quick for 
him at times but I think he will adjust with time. 

64. Marco Rossi, C, Minnesota 

Sept. 23, 2001 | 5-foot-9 | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 72 

Analysis: Rossi had a great camp and made the Wild but was eventually 
sent back to the AHL. There’s a lot to love around Rossi’s game. He has 
a ton of skill and sees the ice at a high level. He’s not big, but he’s a 
worker, who doesn’t mind going to the hard areas and is responsible 
defensively. His skating is fine, but he lacks the pure footspeed for a 
smaller player you’d like to see. If you’re expecting a good NHL player, I 
think he’ll be that with time, but due to his skating, he probably is not 
going to fully translate his junior scoring to the pros. 

65. Marco Kasper, C, Detroit 

April 8, 2004 | 6-foot-1 | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 67 

Analysis: Kasper has been a good SHL player this season, playing a 
regular center role for Rogle. Kasper’s speed and compete have been his 
major selling points, but he’s shown more flashes of skill and offensive 
touch this season. I’ve always thought he had offense in his game, but 
I’m open to the argument it could be significant even if I’m not all the way 
there yet. 

66. Brandt Clarke, D, Los Angeles 

Feb. 9, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2021 

Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 87 

Analysis: Clarke had an excellent camp with the Kings and looked like he 
belonged in a few of the NHL games he played. He’s a highly skilled 
defenseman with excellent hockey sense. He always wants to make a 
play and has an attacking mindset. Clarke is also a competitive defender 
who doesn’t shy from playing the body. The biggest issue with Clarke is 
his skating. He has a technically weird stride that limits him notably in 
getting around the ice and will make it hard to defend in the NHL. His 
size and compete are good enough though that with his offense he 
should be a very good NHL defenseman. 

67. Matthew Coronato, RW, Calgary 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 183 pounds | Shoots right 
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Drafted: No. 13 in 2021 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 107 

Analysis: Coronato has shown progression as a sophomore, becoming a 
top player in his conference this season. Coronato doesn’t have a true 
standout attribute but does a lot well. He has good hands and can make 
and finish plays. He skates well and has NHL pace in his game. 
Coronato lacks size, but he plays with courage and gives an honest effort 
every game. He’s playing center this season in college, but in the NHL 
he’s probably a winger. 

68. Shakir Mukhamadullin, D, New Jersey 

Jan. 10, 2002 | 6-foot-4 | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 105 

Analysis: Mukhamadullin is a very talented defenseman with all the tools 
you look for in a top four defender who has looked very good in the KHL. 
He’s quite mobile, especially for such a large man. He has good stick 
skills and can make skilled plays with the puck on the move. He’s not an 
amazing puck-mover, but he can make some plays and has a hard point 
shot. Mukhamadullin is fine defensively because of his length and 
skating, but I wouldn’t call him a hard to play against defenseman. 

69. Carter Mazur, RW, Detroit 

March 28, 2002 | 6 feet | 170 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 70 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

Analysis: Mazur’s development has been on a sharp upward trend over 
the last few years. He’s been one of the best players in college hockey 
this season for Denver. His skating and compete level have always been 
positives in his game, but the level of offense he’s showing right now is 
quite significant from a few seasons ago. Mazur has very good puck 
skills and offensive sense to go with his speed and direct style of play. 

70. Brock Faber, D, Minnesota 

Aug. 22, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 200 pounds | Shoots right 

Acquired via trade 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 74 

Analysis: Faber has continued to be what he’s been for years. He’s not a 
standout offensive player, but he’s an excellent skater and competitor 
who projects to play real minutes as a pro. His puck-moving/offensive IQ 
is good enough given his defensive pluses and he still has scored at a 
solid clip in college this season. 

71. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Washington 

Feb. 4, 2004 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 86 

Analysis: Miroshnichenko missed a full year of hockey after being 
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. He was cleared to play again 
midway through this season. His ice time has been managed carefully, 
but as he’s gotten up to speed he’s looked a lot like the old 
Miroshnichenko. He’s shown the same speed, skill, power and goal-
scoring touch that got scouts so excited about his pro potential. We’ll see 
how his development goes over the next few years, but from what I’ve 
watched this season he looks like a player who could be a good NHL 
winger presuming good health. 

Middle-of-the-lineup player or starting goaltender 

72. Alexander Holtz, RW, New Jersey 

Jan. 23, 2002 | 6 feet | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 56 

73. Filip Bystedt, C, San Jose 

Feb. 4, 2004 | 6-foot-2 | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 27 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

74. Reid Schaefer, LW, Edmonton 

Sept. 21, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 215 pounds | Shoots left 
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Drafted: No. 32 in 2022 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 118 

75. Elmer Söderblom, LW, Detroit 

July 5, 2001 | 6-foot-8 | 246 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 159 in 2019 

Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 96 

76. Peyton Krebs, LW, Buffalo 

Jan. 26, 2001 | 6 feet | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Acquired via trade 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 42 

77. Calen Addison, D, Minnesota 

April 11, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 173 pounds | Shoots right 

Acquired via trade 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 60 

78. Cam York, D, Philadelphia 

Jan. 5, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2019 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 78 

79. Justin Barron, D, Montreal 

Nov. 15, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 201 pounds | Shoots right 

Acquired via trade 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 131 

80. Thomas Harley, D, Dallas 

Aug. 19, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 205 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2019 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 55 

81. Matthew Savoie, C/RW, Buffalo 

Jan. 1, 2004 | 5-foot-9 | 179 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2022 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 64 

82. Conor Geekie, C, Arizona 

May 5, 2004 | 6-foot-3 | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 11 in 2022 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 124 

83. Nathan Gaucher, C, Anaheim 

Nov. 6, 2003 | 6-foot-3 | 208 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 22 in 2022 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 82 

84. Olen Zellweger, D, Anaheim 

Sept. 10, 2003 | 5-foot-9 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 
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Drafted: No. 34 in 2021 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 51 

85. Rutger McGroarty, LW, Winnipeg 

March 30, 2004 | 6 feet | 200 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2022 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 132 

86. William Dufour, RW, New York Islanders 

Jan. 28, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 215 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 152 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 77 

87. Barrett Hayton, C, Arizona 

June 9, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 207 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2018 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 44 

88. Denton Mateychuk, D, Columbus 

July 12, 2004 | 5-foot-11 | 188 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2022 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 95 

89. Thomas Bordeleau, C, San Jose 

Jan. 3, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 38 in 2020 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 111 

90. Janis Moser, D, Arizona 

June 6, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 173 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 60 in 2021 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 133 

91. Jonatan Berggren, LW, Detroit 

July 16, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 197 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 33 in 2018 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 151 

92. Oliver Wahlstrom, RW, New York Islanders 

June 13, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 204 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 11 in 2018 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 85 

93. Carson Lambos, D, Minnesota 

Jan. 14, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 197 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 26 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 138 

94. Xavier Bourgault, RW, Edmonton 
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Oct. 22, 2002 | 6 feet | 172 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 22 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 120 

95. Jakob Pelletier, LW, Calgary 

March 7, 2001 | 5-foot-9 | 160 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 26 in 2019 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 81 

96. Aatu Räty, C, New York Islanders 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 52 in 2021 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 126 

97. Frank Nazar, C, Chicago 

Jan. 14, 2004 | 5-foot-9 | 175 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2022 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 94 

98. William Wallinder, D, Detroit 

July 28, 2002 | 6-foot-4 | 191 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 32 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

99. Joakim Kemell, RW, Nashville 

April 27, 2004 | 5-foot-11 | 182 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 17 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 61 

100. Alexander Romanov, D, New York Islanders 

Jan. 6, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 215 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 38 in 2018 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 106 

101. Liam Öhgren, LW, Minnesota 

Jan. 28, 2004 | 6 feet | 187 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 19 in 2022 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 146 

102. Nils Höglander, RW, Vancouver 

Dec. 20, 2000 | 5-foot-9 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 40 in 2019 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Elite 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 92 

103. Danila Yurov, RW, Minnesota 

Dec. 22, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 178 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 24 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 71 

104. Vasily Podkolzin, LW, Vancouver 

June 24, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2019 
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Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 53 

105. Ridly Greig, C, Ottawa 

Aug. 8, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 163 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 127 

106. Dylan Holloway, C, Edmonton 

Sept. 23, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 203 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 88 

107. Adam Boqvist, D, Columbus 

Aug. 15, 2000 | 6 feet | 182 pounds | Shoots right 

Acquired via trade 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 59 

108. Ty Dellandrea, RW, Dallas 

July 21, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

109. Jesperi Kotkaniemi, C, Carolina 

July 6, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 201 pounds | Shoots left 

Signed to SPC 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 49 

110. Alex Newhook, C, Colorado 

Jan. 28, 2001 | 5-foot-10 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2019 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 57 

111. Juuso Parssinen, C, Nashville 

Feb. 1, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 212 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 210 in 2019 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

112. Joseph Veleno, C, Detroit 

Jan. 13, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 203 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 30 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 122 

113. Nils Lundkvist, D, Dallas 

July 27, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 91 

114. Rasmus Kupari, C, Los Angeles 

March 15, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 200 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 
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Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 123 

115. Stanislav Svozil, D, Columbus 

Jan. 17, 2003 | 6 feet | 183 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 69 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

116. Scott Morrow, D, Carolina 

Nov. 1, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 40 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 153 

117. Egor Sokolov, RW, Ottawa 

June 7, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 222 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 61 in 2020 

Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 130 

118. Tyler Boucher, RW, Ottawa 

Jan. 16, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 205 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

119. Owen Pickering, D, Pittsburgh 

Jan. 27, 2004 | 6-foot-3 | 179 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 21 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 145 

120. Joshua Roy, LW, Montreal 

Aug. 6, 2003 | 6 feet | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 150 in 2021 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 154 

121. Rasmus Sandin, D, Toronto 

March 7, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 29 in 2018 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 70 

122. Jake Neighbours, LW, St. Louis 

March 29, 2002 | 6 feet | 201 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 26 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 163 

123. Dustin Wolf, G, Calgary 

April 16, 2001 | 6 feet | 166 pounds | Catches left 

Drafted: No. 214 in 2019 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 101 

124. Mavrik Bourque, C, Dallas 

Jan. 8, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 30 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 
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Aug. 2022 Ranking: 73 

125. Joel Hofer, G, St. Louis 

July 30, 2000 | 6-foot-5 | 179 pounds | Catches left 

Drafted: No. 107 in 2018 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

126. Owen Beck, C, Montreal 

Feb. 3, 2004 | 5-foot-11 | 191 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 33 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

127. Ryan Greene, C, Chicago 

Oct. 21, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 57 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

128. Jeremie Poirier, D, Calgary 

June 2, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 196 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 72 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

129. Jackson Lacombe, D, Anaheim 

Jan. 9, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 171 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 39 in 2019 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

130. Samuel Fagemo, RW, Los Angeles 

March 14, 2000 | 6 feet | 200 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 50 in 2019 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 139 

131. Chaz Lucius, C, Winnipeg 

May 2, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2021 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 97 

132. Jan Jeník, C, Arizona 

Sept. 15, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 65 in 2018 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 141 

133. Ty Smith, D, Pittsburgh 

March 24, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Acquired via trade 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 84 

134. Lukas Cormier, D, Vegas 

March 27, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 68 in 2020 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 69 

135. Brennan Othmann, LW, New York Rangers 

Jan. 5, 2003 | 6 feet | 188 pounds | Shoots left 
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Drafted: No. 16 in 2021 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 98 

136. Roby Jarventie, LW, Ottawa 

Aug. 8, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 184 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 33 in 2020 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

137. Nolan Foote, LW, New Jersey 

Nov. 29, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 196 pounds | Shoots left 

Acquired via trade 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 83 

138. Mads Sogaard, G, Ottawa 

Dec. 13, 2000 | 6-foot-7 | 196 pounds | Catches left 

Drafted: No. 37 in 2019 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

139. Matias Maccelli, LW, Arizona 

Oct. 14, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 176 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 98 in 2019 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

140. Dmitri Voronkov, LW, Columbus 

Sept. 10, 2000 | 6-foot-4 | 190 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 114 in 2019 

Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 110 

141. Noah Ostlund, C, Buffalo 

March 11, 2004 | 5-foot-11 | 163 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 155 

142. Topi Niemelä, D, Toronto 

March 25, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 156 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 64 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 140 

143. Samuel Knazko, D, Columbus 

Aug. 7, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 78 in 2020 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

144. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Vancouver 

July 24, 2004 | 5-foot-10 | 165 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2022 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 109 

145. Isak Rosen, LW, Buffalo 

March 15, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 156 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2021 
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Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

146. Mackie Samoskevich, RW, Florida 

Nov. 15, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 191 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 24 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

147. Arseni Gritsyuk, LW, New Jersey 

March 15, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 174 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 129 in 2019 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

148. Nikita Chibrikov, RW, Winnipeg 

Feb. 16, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 170 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 50 in 2021 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 103 

149. Connor McMichael, C, Washington 

Jan. 15, 2001 | 6 feet | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 25 in 2019 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 99 

150. Sean Farrell, LW, Montreal 

Nov. 2, 2001 | 5-foot-9 | 175 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 124 in 2020 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

151. Devon Levi, G, Buffalo 

Dec. 27, 2001 | 6 feet | 184 pounds | Catches left 

Acquired via trade 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 113 

152. Ilya Safonov, C, Chicago 

May 30, 2001 | 6-foot-4 | 205 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 172 in 2021 

Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

153. Grigori Denisenko, RW, Florida 

June 24, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 186 pounds | Shoots right 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2018 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 114 

154. Marat Khusnutdinov, C, Minnesota 

July 17, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 176 pounds | Shoots left 

Drafted: No. 37 in 2020 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Below NHL average 

Aug. 2022 Ranking: 169 

Corey Pronman’s U23 player ranking 

Players who graduated due to age eligibility (in alphabetical order) 

Evan Bouchard, RHD, Edmonton 

Martin Fehervary, LHD, Washington 

Quinn Hughes, LHD, Vancouver 
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Martin Kaut, RW, Colorado 

Philipp Kurashev, LW Chicago 

Isac Lundestrom, C, Anaheim 

Ryan McLeod, C, Edmonton 

Brady Tkachuk, LW, Ottawa 

Filip Zadina, RW, Detroit 

Players who were ranked in my most recent under-23 list but who missed 
the cut this time (in alphabetical order) 

Zachary Bolduc, LW, St. Louis 

Brendan Brisson, LW, Vegas 

Calle Clang, G, Anaheim 

Brandon Coe, RW, San Jose 

Sebastian Cossa, G, Detroit 

Ryan Chesley, RHD, Washington 

Zach Dean, C, Vegas 

Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Columbus 

Jack Drury, C, Carolina 

Jagger Firkus, RW, Seattle 

Mattias Havelid, RHD, San Jose 

Ville Heinola, LHD, Winnipeg 

Drew Helleson, RHD, Anaheim 

Isaac Howard, LW, Tampa Bay 

Lane Hutson, LHD, Montreal 

Zac Jones, LHD, New York Rangers 

Kirill Kirsanov, LHD, Los Angeles 

Brad Lambert, C, Winnipeg 

Hendrix Lapierre, C, Washington 

Fabian Lysell, RW, Boston 

Ryan Merkley, RHD, San Jose 

Filip Mesar, RW, Montreal 

Ivan Morozov, C, Vegas 

Oskar Olausson, LW, Colorado 

Nicholas Robertson, LW, Toronto 

Victor Soderstrom, RHD, Arizona 

Jordan Spence, RHD, Los Angeles 

Alex Turcotte, C, Los Angeles 

A note about Logan Mailloux, Montreal’s first-round pick in 2021: In the 
fall of 2020, with the OHL on pause, Mailloux was playing in Sweden 
when he was convicted for offensive photography constituting an 
invasion of privacy and defamation of a woman after he took a photo of 
her performing a sex act without her consent and circulated it among 
some teammates. NHL commissioner Gary Bettman has said that 
Mailloux has yet to be cleared to play in the NHL. At the same time, 
Mailloux has played very well in the OHL this season and has looked like 
a pro prospect who, on pure ability, would warrant serious consideration 
for a top prospect list like this one. It is difficult to rank an NHL prospect 
who Bettman has explicitly said is not eligible to play in the league. 

Therefore, we’ve decided to exclude Mailloux from consideration for this 
list at this time. 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.17.2023 

1265541 Websites 

 

How Ryan Leonard’s ‘bulldog’ mentality pushed him to the top of the 
2023 NHL Draft 

 

Scott Wheeler13-16 minutes 17/01/2023 

 

PLYMOUTH, Mich. — It’s 7:30 a.m. on a Friday, and Ryan and John 
Leonard are in the same place they always are on that day, at that time, 
from late spring to late summer: doing their weekly speed and 
explosiveness workout in a gym in Springfield, Mass. 

Lined up in front of them is the morning’s circuit: a belt squat, into an 
earthquake bar movement, into a box jump. 

Ryan has just messed it up for a third time. 

“Hey, do you understand?” his strength coach Christian Ferrara asks him 
each time. 

“Yes coach, yes coach, yes coach,” he answers. 

When he gets it wrong a fourth time, Ferrara blows a fuse. 

“Listen, if you don’t want to do this just grab your stuff and go home! 
Maybe you’re not ready for this! Everybody talks so highly about you but 
in reality, to me you just look like you’re a lazy punk kid!” he shouts at 
him. 

That was three years ago. Ryan, then 15, was a star hockey player at 
Pope Francis Prep School who’d never really trained before but needed 
to prepare for USA Hockey’s national development program. He was in 
the gym with Ferrara and John — by then college hockey’s leading goal 
scorer and on his way to the NHL with the Sharks — because John and 
his Western Massachusetts buddies had vouched for him to join their 
group much earlier than Ferrara would normally be comfortable with. 

“He’s like a little brother to us, we’re going to him under our wing,” they 
— a group that also includes longtime NHL forward Frank Vatrano and 
Leafs goalie prospect Keith Petruzzelli, among others — had pleaded. 

When that first workout was over, John pulled Ferrara aside. 

“Chris, you’re the first person to ever light him up like that,” he told him. 

After that moment, a switch flipped. 

“Every workout since has been everyone else trying to catch up to him,” 
Ferrara said on a recent call. “I have to give it to the kid for being so 
young because he attacked every workout like it was his last.” 

Today, Leonard is the No. 4-ranked prospect on NHL Central Scouting’s 
midterm rankings of the top North American skaters eligible for the 2023 
NHL Draft. He’s going to be a first-round pick. The only question is how 
high. When scouts watch him, they consider top-10, or top-15, or top-20. 

He might also be the strongest prospect in the class. When you run into 
him in the halls of USA Hockey Arena, you can feel it in a handshake and 
see it in his shoulders. 

“He’s a specimen,” Ferrara said. “He’s completely way in advance of 
where any kid his age should typically be.” 

Patrick Tabb is an assistant coach with American International College 
(AIC) men’s college hockey program. He also runs a summer skate at 
Olympia Ice Center in Western Springfield once Ferrara’s morning 
workouts are done. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 17, 2023 

 

When he’s asked on a recent phone call if the 17-year-old Ryan can 
hang with his pro group, he scoffs. He has been able to hang since 15 
when Tabb moved him from a group of his peers to the pro skate. Now 
Tabb finds himself tailoring drills so that Ryan’s not dominating guys like 
Vatrano all the time. 

In one one-on-one battle last summer against Peter Crinella, a 26-year-
old, 6-foot-2, nearly 200-pound forward who is now playing for the 
Guildford Flames in Britain’s EIHL after several seasons in the AHL and 
ECHL, Ryan “sent Pete flying.” 

Ryan has always been that competitor. According to Tabb and John, that 
chip on his shoulder has a lot to do with where he comes from. 

“He has always had a target on his back because he always played up a 
year in Mass., and he has always been that Western Mass kid where in 
Massachusetts, once you cross exit 9 on the Mass pike it’s like a different 
world when it comes to hockey because they don’t think it exists and 
Boston supposedly dominates the game,” Tabb said. 

“He would go out to Boston and if you live in Springfield you have to 
travel an hour and a half to get to any legitimate competition, and he 
would always have a target on his back. We have so much pride in the 
413. So much. That’s our area. Like Frank, Keith, John, myself. We train 
together. There’s no need for Ryan to go outside of Western Mass to 
train in the summer and get better, and we’ve proven it across the board 
with all of our guys.” 

John says that where they come from has as much to do with their 
success as what they’ve put into it. 

“There’s six pros that are in the gym and on the ice with him every single 
day and from a personal standpoint I try to be a good role model and 
show him the habits that guys taught me when I was that age. But him 
being able to be around those types of players on a daily basis is a pretty 
cool thing for him,” John said. “I don’t think every kid gets the ability to do 
that with where they’re from, but Western Mass. is a pretty special place.” 

On top of where he comes from, Ryan’s also the byproduct of a family of 
athletes, with a stocky, 190-pound build to show for it. His dad, John Sr., 
was drafted in the 1982 NBA Draft by the New York Knicks as a guard 
who averaged 18.3 and 15.1 points per game in his last two years of 
college basketball at Manhattan College. He later coached basketball at 
UMass before becoming a principal at an alternative school in Chicopee, 
Mass. Both of Ryan’s sisters, Brianna and Alyssa, played Division III 
college basketball themselves. Alyssa now works at Vanderbilt and 
Briana has followed the family’s matriarch, Cindy, into nursing. John, 
after playing 58 NHL games for the Sharks across two seasons, is in his 
first season with the Milwaukee Admirals, the AHL affiliate of the 
Nashville Predators. 

Though he played basketball growing up, Ryan fell into hockey following 
John to the rink after Cindy got her eldest son into the sport after she saw 
a sign for the learn-to-skate program at UMass. 

His strength isn’t just about genetics, though. It’s also about how he was 
raised. 

When he first came to Tabb a couple of summers before he started with 
Ferrara, Ryan’s singular focus was to pull himself out of his age group to 
make the U17 team at the national program. 

The first two things Tabb noticed in their first skate together were: 

1. That he could already move to the second or third step he had planned 
for his training and; 

2. He was already stopping on the pucks he started each drill with. Ever 
since then, he has been insistent on skating four days a week for at least 
an hour and a half to two hours. 

“You mess up an individual skill drill, he starts it over on his own,” Tabb 
said. “He already had that at 13-14 years old.” 

Tabb believes that comes “from an unbelievable family.” 

Ryan says it comes from being the youngest of four where everything in 
their childhood home in Amherst, Mass., was competitive, from card 
games and board games, to mythologized road hockey games that 
ended with the gloves dropping, to shooting competitions (in hockey or 
basketball) in the driveway, or even who got the TV remote. 

“We’ve always been fighting over pretty much anything,” Ryan said with a 
smile. 

(Rena Laverty / U.S. NTDP) 

Ferrara believes it comes from the example John set. 

“He respects John. He puts John on a pedestal. Like ‘That’s my big 
brother, he has shown me the ropes.’ But when it gets going, it’s like 
they’re enemies. It’s like ‘no, it’s go time.’ And then all of a sudden the 
energy revs up and all of the boys start going,” Ferrara said. “Because 
those two brothers aren’t going to let anyone outwork them. John has 
groomed him exactly how he needed to be. So hats off to John but also 
hats off to Ryan for respecting him the way he does. He’s very quiet, very 
humble, very respectful. ‘Yes sir, no sir.’ When he comes in here he goes 
to work. ‘I’m here for a reason, I’m going to do what I’m here to do, and 
that’s it.’ He looks the part, he plays the part, and he practices the part.” 

Ryan credits John, too. 

“Anything I need, I can ask (John) for help or just how he has gotten 
through it. He’s there for me. He has gone through tough times with his 
career and he has a lot of experience because of it,” Ryan said. “He’s my 
biggest role model.” 

The respect is mutual. There was a time, because of their six-year age 
gap, that they weren’t actually super close after John moved away for 
hockey and Ryan was too young to have a cell phone to stay in touch. 
But as they both got older, and they began to train and skate together, 
they grew inseparable. 

“We just got closer, and closer, and closer and now it’s a pretty special 
thing we have,” John said on a recent call after an Admirals practice. “He 
means the world to me. I’m excited to see what he does in the future. It’s 
a pretty cool thing to be able to wake up every day in the summer and be 
able to train with him.” 

In their skates, Tabb runs an “old school approach” where the drills are 
about competitive game scenarios rather than individual skills. Ryan 
feasts in that setting. 

“Him and his brother just go at it. It’s unbelievable. It’s fierce. It’s all out,” 
Tabb said. “I’ve seen Ryan leave the rink not speaking to anybody after 
losing a day … but it stays at the rink and he’ll show up the next day at 
the rink smiling and ready to go.” 

In recent summers, when they aren’t in the gym or on the ice together, 
they’re usually golfing together. Ryan gets the better of his big brother 
there, too. 

“I never golfed at a very young age and he has been playing for a long 
time. He’s a low handicap so I’ll take my strokes off of him every day of 
the week. But I’m climbing up to him and he doesn’t like to admit it, so be 
sure to mention that,” John said with a laugh. 

Ryan’s always been that way: a natural at almost anything he tries. 

“Nobody has found anything that he’s not the best at except fishing,” 
Tabb said. “He does not have the patience for fishing. But he can go on 
the golf course and hit the best ball and just crush it to help you win a 
foursome, baseball he’ll dominate, it’s unbelievable.” 

(Rena Laverty / U.S. NTDP) 

From his very first skate in Plymouth with the national program, everyone 
knew Ryan was a step further down the development path than his 
peers. 

He could feel it — the strength when he would lean on his new 
teammates — in their first practices. 
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Dan Muse, the head coach for his 2005 age group, could see it too. 

“His physical maturity enhances that bulldog game that he plays. He’s a 
powerful player, he’s a powerful skater, he’s powerful physically. His 
game drives and leads with power. He’s got a great shot, whether it’s 
from distance or from in tight he positions himself well there, but all parts 
of his game really drive off of that (build),” Muse said. 

But he wasn’t just stronger, he was also more competitive. Though Muse 
felt he had a “really competitive group” to work with, Ryan was a tone-
setter even within them. 

“I think (with) Ryan Leonard it doesn’t matter whether you’re on the ice, in 
the weight room, or playing tic-tac-toe against him, he’s going to do 
everything within his power to beat you,” Muse said. “That’s in his DNA. 
That’s who he is.” 

Before long in his time at the program, he was playing up with the U18 
team. At year’s end, his 36 games played with the 2004 age group were 
the most by a 2005-born player, punctuated by a five-goal, six-point 
performance in six games at under-18 worlds in Germany as an 
underager. 

This season, in his second year at the program, he has played on the 
U18 team’s top line with fellow Boston College commits Will Smith and 
Gabe Perreault, since Day 1. Heading into Monday’s BioSteel All-
American Game showcasing the top U.S.-born players in the upcoming 
draft, Ryan had scored 23 goals and 44 points in just 30 games. Then he 
added a 24th in his 6-3 win with Team Blue over Team White on 
Monday. 

He says Smith and Perreault are his playmakers, and he’s their physical, 
go-getter two-way power forward and finisher. 

For that reason, the Eagles staff can’t wait to get their hands on him. 

“He’s a big strong kid and he’s got a little bit of a mean streak in him, 
which I like. He loves to rip pucks and he’s powerful, and he’ll go and 
finish hits, and he’s going to the net. He’s the sandpaper, the guy who 
can get in there and be the physical guy who can also rip it,” said 
Brendan Buckley, BC’s associate head coach (who has been watching 
Ryan for years because he’s got a nephew who is a 2005). 

John, Ferrara and Tabb can’t wait to see what he does in college hockey 
and beyond in the NHL — a place they have no doubt he’s getting to. 

“He was put on this earth to play hockey,” Ferrara said. “And it’s starting 
to show now. I think whoever gets him is getting a special kid. He 
deserves it, man. He’s such a good kid.” 

John can see it more and more whenever he gets to see his little brother. 

“Every time I see him he seems to get a little bigger. I’ll guarantee that 
the next time I see him he’ll probably be close in size to me now,” John 
said. 

When Tabb had an opportunity in his own schedule at AIC to watch the 
national team play Yale at the end of November, he saw an NHL player. 

“He laid some heavy hits against men,” Tabb said of that game, which 
Ryan registered a goal and five shots in. “I’ve seen him push those guys 
back on their heels. And (Petruzzelli) can tell you how heavy Ryan’s shot 
is, too. He can skate, he’s strong, he can shoot it. (And) he might be the 
last man out of the zone in the D zone, but hey he’s getting up there and 
he’s getting into scoring areas. That’s what I like about him. 

I think a team just can’t go wrong with Ryan to be honest.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.17.2023 

1265542 Websites 

 

NHL’s most improved: 10 players who have taken off in 2022-23 

 

Harman Dayal15-19 minutes 17/01/2023 

 

One of the best parts of every NHL season is tracking which players take 
off like a rocket. It doesn’t matter how many skaters are labeled as can’t-
miss breakout picks in September, there are always big performances 
that nobody saw coming — whether it’s a young piece blossoming into a 
franchise star, an overpaid veteran turning back the clock, or a spare part 
forcing his way into the team’s core. 

There were two caveats in making this list. For starters, since we’re 
talking about “most improved,” we won’t be looking at rookies. Rookies 
are setting their first impression and baseline in the NHL — that means 
the likes of Stuart Skinner, Nick Perbix and Logan Thompson won’t be on 
here despite being remarkable stories. 

Second, because there are so many breakout campaigns to choose 
from, we filtered out star players who had elite seasons very recently 
before 2022-23, such as Jason Robertson, Elias Pettersson, William 
Nylander, Jack Eichel, Dougie Hamilton and more. Yes, all of them took 
a significant step, but come on, everyone already knew they were top 
talents going into this season. 

There are so many deserving candidates and whittling this list down was 
very hard; it definitely isn’t perfect. But here are 10 of the most improved 
players of this season so far, presented in no particular order. 

Josh Morrissey, Winnipeg Jets 

It was as recently as a year and a half ago that Josh Morrissey’s sliding 
play had some wondering if his contract was among the league’s worst. 

Who would have thought that just 18 months after his mediocre 2021 
campaign, Morrissey, who’s always been known more for his solid two-
way game than his dazzling offense, would have more points than the 
likes of Cale Makar, Adam Fox and Roman Josi? Morrissey’s on pace for 
89 points, his scoring pace ranking third among all NHL defensemen. 

How has he suddenly exploded offensively? 

Morrissey’s skating has been unlocked as a terrifying weapon now that 
Rick Bowness has given the green light for his defenders to be a lot more 
aggressive and involved in the attack compared to his predecessor Paul 
Maurice. Morrissey’s creating a ton off the rush with his zone entries, 
trailer chances and even some breakaway goals — he’s finally been 
given the chance to play the rover style that we see from the game’s 
other elite offensive defenders. 

The 27-year-old has emerged as a dual threat — he’s absolutely wired 
pucks past goaltenders as a goal scorer but also fooled defenses with 
the slap pass to set up teammates on the backdoor on many occasions 
as a playmaker. 

Morrissey’s underlying play-driving numbers aren’t stellar but that doesn’t 
tell the full story of his all-around impact beyond offense. Neal Pionk has 
really struggled this season and playing together as a pair with Morrissey 
to start the campaign sank Morrissey’s numbers. He’s been much better 
at driving two-way results since, and for anybody still not convinced, he 
took big strides last season when he drove a 54.3 percent expected goal 
share at five-on-five as well. 

Travis Konecny, Philadelphia Flyers 

Before the start of this season, Travis Konecny had scored just 27 goals 
in 145 total games since the start of the pandemic. That’s the 2020 
bubble playoffs and two seasons’ worth of a sample in which he was 
scoring at a 15-goal pace. Many Flyers fans gave up their hopes on him 
as a first-line winger, with trade rumors swirling nonstop. 

Konecny’s shut everybody up by suddenly exploding for 24 goals and 46 
points in 37 games, a 53-goal, 102-point pace prorated over 82 games. 

The most impressive part is that he’s putting up those elite numbers with 
barely any help around him. Konecny’s most common linemates this 
season include Kevin Hayes, a player that John Tortorella doesn’t even 
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like at centre; Joel Farabee, who isn’t a surefire top-six player on most 
teams; and Noah Cates, a rookie. That’s a huge contrast to most elite 
offensive forwards who have similarly talented peers to play with at five-
on-five, or at least on the power play. It also partially explains why the 
fiery, agitating winger’s underlying numbers look rough and drag his 
overall value down according to some analytical models. 

He’s probably not going to keep this pace up — there have definitely 
been some fortunate bounces along the way — but some regression 
should be expected considering the environment anyway. 

Konecny’s been like the forward version of Erik Karlsson this season: a 
one-man offensive machine on a sad team. 

Hampus Lindholm, Boston Bruins 

Many wondered how the Bruins would survive the first month or two of 
the season with Charlie McAvoy, Brad Marchand and Matt Grzelcyk 
sidelined. The blue line, in particular, had red flags all over it. 

Enter Hampus Lindholm. The smooth 28-year-old defender, known for 
being a quality top-four piece rather than an elite driver, emerged as one 
the best defensemen in the league from opening night and hasn’t looked 
back. Lindholm’s dominated as an all-around workhorse, putting up 
excellent results at even strength, on the power play and the penalty kill. 
He leads the Bruins in averaging 23:43 per game, is on pace for a 
career-high 54 points and, most impactfully, has been a lockdown ace 
defensively. 

Lindholm’s surrendering shots and scoring chances against at some of 
the best rates in the league, along with a sparkling 1.71 goals against per 
60 rate at five-on-five — downright dominant considering the uptick in 
league scoring. 

We’re only halfway into the season and Lindholm’s helped the Bruins 
score 20 goals more than their opponents during his five-on-five shifts. 
It’s ludicrous and is making the eight-year, $6.5 million AAV contract 
extension the Bruins signed him to last year seem a lot less dodgy than 
some feared. 

Martin Necas, Carolina Hurricanes 

Martin Necas is emerging as a bona fide star after a disappointing 2021-
22 campaign. 

The silky-smooth 24-year-old leads the Hurricanes in scoring with 39 
points in 43 games and is behind only Andrei Svechnikov with 17 goals. 
Necas has mostly been known as a sublime playmaker in his career so 
his success as a goal scorer is perhaps the most surprising part about 
his breakout. He’s started understanding the need to fight for chances 
and dirty goals on the inside rather than always sticking to the perimeter 
and looking for the perfect pass or highlight-reel play. 

He’s been successful with that attacking mindset because he also made 
noticeable strength gains over the summer, all of which has resulted in 
his individual shot rate spiking to the point where he’s among the top five-
on-five shot creators in the league. 

NHL 5v5 shot rate leaders (Nos. 11-20) 

Necas’ strength increase has also helped him make significant two-way 
gains. He’s winning way more pucks battles, is forechecking with a new 
decisiveness and it’s translated into major progress as a player who can 
tilt the ice territorially because of his speed, smarts and size — driving a 
58 percent share of five-on-five expected goals. 

That improved all-around game has resulted in a lot more confidence and 
trust from Rod Brind’Amour, which has, in turn, bred more confidence in 
Necas. Mental and physical maturity as well as trust and opportunity 
have been the key behind Necas’ emergence as a top player. 

Filip Hronek, Detroit Red Wings 

In a league where top right-shot defenders are scarce commodities, the 
Red Wings are stacked for years to come with Moritz Seider and Filip 
Hronek. 

Hronek was kind of thrown to the wolves early in his career — he was 
already playing 24 minutes per night and taking on the toughest 
matchups at just 22 as Detroit’s de facto No. 1 defenseman. It was a 
monstrous workload and he struggled despite putting up decent offensive 
totals. Seider’s emergence has allowed Hronek’s minutes to be scaled 
slightly, his matchups burden has been lifted and the results have taken 
off this season. He’s slotted appropriately in the lineup and actually 
positioned to succeed now. 

The 25-year-old is on pace for 60 points, but just as importantly, he’s 
significantly cleaned up his defensive play which used to be a major 
concern. He’s steadily improved his two-way results since the 2019-20 
season. 

Hronek’s surface-level analytics look middling, but his play-driving impact 
has been very impressive and includes some of the tidiest defensive 
results on the Red Wings, once you account for the chaotic environment 
around him using Evolving-Hockey’s RAPM tool. 

Erik Karlsson, San Jose Sharks 

Erik Karlsson’s days as an elite player looked like they were over. He 
was injury prone, had seemingly lost his transcendent offensive touch 
and was now attached to one of the worst contracts in the NHL. The 
shortened 2020-21 campaign is when his play appeared to hit rock 
bottom — he scored just 22 points in 52 games, had a negative play-
driving impact and was outscored by 12 goals during his five-on-five 
minutes. 

Karlsson’s play rebounded last season but he was still hampered by 
injuries. Now, he’s returned to vintage, supernova form, delivering the 
kind of unmatched offensive dominance we saw in his prime. Karlsson’s 
on pace for 24 goals and 104 points, both of which would be career 
highs, despite having virtually no help around him. He’s been a human 
highlight-reel machine, routinely breaking ankles from the point, and the 
system David Quinn has implemented has afforded a lot more freedom to 
attack low compared to the way the Sharks played under Bob Boughner. 

A healthy summer has helped his skating regain its pop as well. Check 
out how he kept up with Connor McDavid to make a defensive stop. 

Karlsson’s back as a Norris Trophy front-runner — how cool would it be 
to watch him on a legitimate Stanley Cup contender? 

Linus Ullmark, Boston Bruins 

Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman split the Bruins’ net perfectly even 
last season, playing in 41 games each. More of the same was expected 
this year, but Ullmark has snatched the crease and delivered elite results. 
Ullmark’s been a competent goaltender in his career, and his save 
percentage has always looked solid, but once you account for the quality 
of the chances he’s faced, he’d actually never performed at a league 
average or better rate according to Evolving-Hockey’s goals saved above 
expected. 

That is, of course, until his rockstar performance this season where he’s 
saved 19.8 goals above expected. 

Ullmark is in the mix for the Vezina with a sparkling .936 save 
percentage. He’s providing elite goaltending for a team that already 
defends exceptionally — that’s a nightmare combination for opponents. 

Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres 

Rasmus Dahlin’s trajectory is a reminder of how much responsibility 
teams bare for player development, no matter how talented a prospect is. 
The 2018 No. 1 selection was dynamite as a rookie but then stalled a big 
way when head coach Ralph Krueger came in. Krueger hamstrung 
Dahlin by forcing him to play more like a defensive defenseman rather 
than an elite offensive force, robbing the latter of his freedom to make 
plays and create. That slowly crushed Dahlin’s confidence, his play 
without the puck ironically got worse and his name wasn’t coming up in 
the same category as the likes of Makar, Fox, Miro Heiskanen and Quinn 
Hughes when discussing the NHL’s wave of elite young defensemen. 
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Dahlin’s rediscovered his creativity, poise and swagger over the last 
couple of seasons under Don Granato. He’s second among all NHL 
defensemen in averaging 26:19 per game and is on pace for 26 goals 
and 96 points. 

NHL Defensemen TOI per game leaders 

The special part is that Dahlin’s had this monster offensive breakout 
without sacrificing anything defensively. In fact, his defensive results 
have simultaneously improved — he’s surrendering five-on-five shots, 
high-danger chances and goals against at a lower rate than last season. 

Vince Dunn, Seattle Kraken 

For years, Vince Dunn flashed the potential to be a high-end top-four 
driver but never lived up to the promise. He could crush sheltered third-
pair duties in St. Louis, but he didn’t have the coaching staff’s trust and 
carried frustrating inconsistency, including a really rough 2021 campaign. 

Matty Beniers has stolen the spotlight in Seattle with all the Calder 
Trophy hype, but Vince Dunn’s impact on driving the blue line like a bona 
fide No. 1 defenseman has been a major catalyst for Seattle’s playoff 
contention. 

The 26-year-old left shot was very average in his first year with the 
Kraken, scoring 35 points, yes, but giving a lot of that value back up 
defensively — his 45.8 percent expected goal share ranked sixth among 
Kraken defensemen last season. Dunn’s averaging an extra three 
minutes per game (23:40), is facing much tougher matchups against the 
opposition’s best, and yet his game has taken off despite the escalating 
difficulty of his workload. The mobile defenseman is 12th among all 
defensemen with 31 points in 42 games, has controlled a commanding 
54.1 percent of shot attempts and scored a whopping 29 goals more than 
they’ve allowed during his five-on-five shifts. 

Adam Larsson also deserves a lot of credit for being the defensive 
stalwart that’s allowed Dunn to rove all over the ice. 

Tage Thompson, Buffalo Sabres 

I was wrong about Tage Thompson. 

I wasn’t worried about the contract he signed this summer or wondering 
whether his breakout last season was a fluke, but I figured he’d slow 
down a bit and be closer to a 30-35-goal scorer rather than a consistent 
40-plus goal scorer. Forget 40, or even 50, Thompson’s on pace to 
eclipse the 60-goal mark this season as he chases Connor McDavid for 
the Rocket Richard Trophy. 

Thompson’s arguably the most entertaining player in the league to watch 
outside of McDavid. He’s like an arcade character with every maxed-out 
flashy tool — a rocket shot, massive size, a smooth skating stride and 
elite hands that allow him to knife through defenses like they’re Jell-O. 
He’s just nasty, in every way. 

Thompson’s on pace for 116 points — he’s solidified himself as a 
franchise centre and the $7.142 million cap hit many thought was a big 
risk is instead going to be one of the best bargains in the league. 

Honorable mentions 

Dylan Cozens: Cozens’ breakout has slipped under the radar with all the 
attention Thompson and Dahlin have been getting. He is on pace for 80 
points with promising two-way results, after scoring 38 points last 
season. 

Brandon Montour: Montour’s averaging more than 24 minutes per night 
and is playing at a 68-point pace. 

Gabriel Vilardi: Vilardi went from someone who wasn’t even a lock for 
making the Kings’ roster to scoring at a 30-goal, 56-point pace. 

Brandon Hagel: Hagel’s making the Lightning look smart again. He’s on 
pace for a career-high 32 goals and 70 points. 

Jake DeBrusk: DeBrusk has taken off without Bruce Cassidy, notching 
16 goals and 30 points in 36 games. He was a big reason why the Bruins 
survived the early injuries. 

Bo Horvat: Horvat’s consistently scored at around a 30-goal pace, but 
has now rocketed to being on pace for nearly 60. 

Cole Caufield: Caufield’s been one of the best goal scorers in the entire 
league since Martin St. Louis took over as head coach. 

Jake Walman: Walman’s stepped up to the Red Wings’ top pair and has 
been given very steady minutes next to Moritz Seider. 

Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov: Both have resurrected themselves and 
given the Leafs quality goaltending after flaming out in their last 
destinations. 

Daniel Sprong: The best fourth-liner in the NHL, Sprong has added 14 
goals and 27 points in 35 games despite averaging just 11:17 per game. 
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NHL99: Paul Coffey, after building a life away from the game, has 
returned to it 

 

Scott Wheeler13-17 minutes 17/01/2023 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

When Paul Coffey talks about what he’s proudest of in life, he doesn’t 
start with the back-to-back Norris Trophies he won in 1985 and 1986, or 
the third one he won in 1995. 

He doesn’t go to any of the four Stanley Cup championships (three with 
the Oilers and one with the Penguins). 

He doesn’t look back on his No. 7 being retired by the Oilers, or his 2005 
induction into the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

He doesn’t point to his litany of NHL records, either: most regular-season 
and playoff goals by a defenseman (455), most goals by a defenseman 
in a single season (48), most career playoff points by a defenseman 
(196), most 40-goal (two), 50-assist (14), 60-assist (11) and 80-point 
(eight) seasons, fastest defenseman to 1,000 points (770 games), only 
defenseman to be a first team All-Star on three different teams, the list 
goes on. 

Those things, along with sitting second in all-time scoring among 
defensemen with 1,531 points in 1,409 games, made him No. 18 on The 
Athletic’s list of the 100 best players in modern NHL history. 

But they aren’t what he’s proudest of. 

When he’s done talking about his 28-year marriage to his wife, 
Stephanie, and his three children, 27-year-old Savannah (who works in 
marketing with the NHL Alumni Association), 24-year-old Blake (who 
played Division III college hockey at Hobart College and now works in 
investment banking) and 19-year-old Christian (who is attending and 
playing club hockey at the University of Denver), he talks about the two 
places that shaped him. 

November 9, 1:45 p.m. 

It’s a sunny afternoon in Malton, Ont., a community Northeast of 
Mississauga adjacent to the Toronto Pearson International Airport. At the 
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corner of Goreway Drive and Derry Road, apartment complexes, gas 
stations and retail fronts diverge away from a hockey arena. 

The rink’s large parking lot sits mostly empty but for a few adult players 
who filter toward its front doors with bags over their shoulders for a 2 
p.m. pickup game. 

On their way in, they wander past a towering, wooden castle play 
structure and through a pair of automatic sliding doors lined with a poster 
advertising “OHL hockey starting at $18” with the local Mississauga 
Steelheads. 

Through a second set of doors, they enter a small lobby and peer up at 
its TV, which directs them to the appropriate dressing room. 

On the wall opposite the TV, two plaques hang. The first, bronze and 
etched with white lettering, reads “Malton Memorial Recreation 
Association Incorporated” and honors hundreds of names as “qualified 
regular and devoted workers.” 

Next to it, a brown and bronze plaque welcomes players to Paul Coffey 
Arena and Park, with a photo of its namesake in a suit and bow tie 
holding a trophy. 

The plaque reads, in part: “Paul grew up in Malton, where he played for 
the Mississauga Hockey League. An avid athlete, he played lacrosse, 
soccer and baseball for Malton. He was voted Mississauga’s 
Professional Athlete of the Year eight times and inducted into the 
Mississauga Sports Hall of Fame in 2003.” 

Through a third set of doors, the rink’s lone pad is occupied by the 
NHLPA Goals and Dreams’ Ascension Ice Sports Program, and a group 
of teenagers is on the ice learning to skate, each adorned in a “Be A 
Player” jersey. 

Outside, below clear blue skies, is as expansive a green space as exists 
in the Greater Toronto Area, also named after its local legend: Paul 
Coffey Cricket Ground, Paul Coffey Park, Paul Coffey Dog Park. 

There are basketball courts, a skatepark, bocce ball tracks, tennis courts, 
trails, baseball diamonds, sheltered picnic areas, soccer pitches and 
playgrounds. 

The space is so big that it takes 15 minutes to walk from one end to the 
other, so there are paved narrow one-lane roads throughout. 

Paul Coffey Arena. 

Outside the arena. 

The skatepark and basketball courts. 

Paul Coffey Park. 

One of three playgrounds, with the baseball diamonds, soccer pitches 
and cricket ground in the background. 

It’s quiet and extremely well-kept, as pairs of people walk through. 

On a phone call a week after my visit, Coffey pauses as he talks about 
the renaming of what used to be Malton Arena and Wildwood Park. 

“That’s one honor that I don’t take lightly,” he says. “I grew up there, 
Malton has always been my hometown, and I’ve always tried to do 
whatever I can do for the community in Mississauga when I can do it, so 
that’s something that I’m proud of. Hopefully it’ll be there forever. It’s 
great for the kids. And, hey, it’s the arena I started in in 1965 when I first 
put the blades on. It’s very true to me.” 

Then he starts talking about his second place — a very different kind of 
place, but one he’s proud of just the same. 

November 29, 12:50 p.m. 

About 20 kilometers straight north of Malton on the drive up Highway 50, 
just before you reach a pair of signs welcoming you to Bolton and the 
Township of Caledon, you’re met on your righthand side by a Toyota 

dealership, a Kia dealership, a car wash and a four-story Access Storage 
facility. 

On the last Tuesday in November, it’s blustery, overcast and cold, with 
temperatures dropping close to freezing as the seasons change. 

As traffic races down the industrial road, lined mostly with warehouses 
and gas stations before it enters town, seven red flags flap in the wind 
trying to catch the eyes of drivers. They read: “BOXES AND MOVING 
SUPPLIES,” “FIRST 4 WEEKS FREE” and “SELF STORAGE.” 

Next to Access Storage, the car wash’s sign promotes itself as open 24 
hours a day. At its center, there’s a coin machine displaying wash 
options. On each side of the machine there are four bays. Despite the 
cold, half of the eight of them are currently in use. 

Past them a little further, different flags wave, advertising Kia Motors’ 
“pre-owned center.” Between the flags there’s a fleet of used and new 
cars, the used ones marked by a bright green sticker and a year 
indicating the car’s age. 

Before you enter the dealership, you can’t miss something else above its 
doors: the words “Paul Coffey” in red. 

Coffey bought the seven acres of land underneath all three lots nearly 
two decades ago after he secured a grant to open the Toyota dealership 
next door. He has since sold the Toyota dealership, but Paul Coffey’s 
Bolton Kia, the car wash, and the partnership with Access Storage on 
their 100,000-square foot facility are his own. 

He calls it “arguably the smartest thing I ever did.” 

“When I retired in 2001,” Coffey said, “I didn’t know what I wanted to do, I 
just knew what I didn’t want to do: I didn’t want to jump right into hockey. 
I had opportunities but it was important for me to be around. At that point 
we had two kids, we had another one in 2003, and it was just important 
to me to be around them as much as I could. But I always loved real 
estate (and) I didn’t have enough money to do nothing. 

“I knew I had to work, I knew I had to put the money to work. It doesn’t 
make me smart, but it has worked out really well.” 

He’s proud of it because, in life after hockey, it has kept him busy and 
provided an income coming out of a career in which his first contract paid 
him $60,000 and $70,000 CAD, and in which his highest-paid season in 
the NHL earned him $3.6 million USD, a far cry from the salaries of 
today. 

Though he and Stephanie now live in Toronto, he’s up at the property in 
Bolton almost daily when he’s not traveling. 

“The car wash doesn’t run by itself. It’s coined so you’ve got to be up 
there making sure things are tickityboo,” he said. “The car business was 
an eye opener for me in the business world because that can be a tough 
business, but you learn a lot.” 

About five years ago, Coffey invested in another business that has 
recently opened its offices in Aurora, Ont., called Environmental 360 
Solutions (E360S), dealing in waste management across Canada. 

He is also back in hockey, with a talked-about but shrouded-in-mystery 
new role with the Oilers. When he fielded my call, he was in between a 
12-day trip to Normandy and Paris with a group of friends, lunch back in 
Toronto with Darryl Sittler and Tiger Williams, and a flight to meet the 
Oilers in New York for their three-game trip against the Devils, Islanders 
and Rangers. 

When I pressed him for specifics on his new role with the team (he 
previously worked for a time as a team consultant with the Coyotes, an 
assistant coach with Canada’s 2020 Spengler Cup team, the GM and 
head coach of the OJHL’s Jr. A Pickering Panthers, and the Oilers as a 
skills coach), he laughed. 

“Everybody wants to know,” he said between chuckles before caving. “I 
work directly with ownership. I work directly with Daryl (Katz). Wasn’t 
looking for a job but I’m happy to work. I absolutely love it. (It’s) a little bit 
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bigger, senior position (I took) last year. It gets me back in the game and 
I find that as much as the game has changed, it’s still the same. It’s 
exciting for me. I get a high-level view of arguably one of the greatest 
players of all time (Connor McDavid). The coaches are awesome — very 
approachable on all fronts. And Kenny Holland’s an easy guy to work 
with. So I do that and then business interests I got a lot of cool things, a 
lot of stuff going on. So I’m busy on all fronts, which is great.” 

When Coffey talks about the game — the part about it changing while 
also remaining the same — he lights up with insight and in doing so gives 
a glimpse into what his voice might sound like inside the Oilers 
organization. 

“The guys are bigger, stronger, faster, but so are cars. But are they 
smarter? I hope so. But I see some guys coming around the net and they 
can’t make a stick-to-stick pass to the winger. So I don’t understand that 
part of it — the fundamentals — and the good teams work on it every day 
and still let their teams play,” he says, pointing to Jon Cooper’s Lightning 
and Rod Brind’Amour’s Hurricanes as examples of teams that give their 
players freedom but play with fundamentals. 

“The teams that win championships, and this will never change, are the 
ones that are fundamentally strong. But you can never, ever, ever take 
the game away from the players. The players are the ones that decide. 
The real good coaches over the years, and there have been lots, are 
able to communicate that with their players and get their big guys on side 
believing in what they’re trying to do and not sucking the life out of them. 
Everybody today keeps saying these kids are different. They’re not 
different. You just have to talk to them.” 

Before he finishes his thought, he adds one more thing: “Write this 
down,” he says. “Average players want to be left alone. Good players 
want to be coached. Great players want the truth. And that is the truth. 
You’ll see your average guys when the coach comes around the corner, 
they run and hide. The good players, they need to be told where to be 
and what to do. But your great players just want the truth: ‘Hey f— man, 
you had a bad game.’ ‘Yeah I know I did but I’ll be better tomorrow.’ 
‘Perfect, see you tomorrow.’ That’s the truth.” 

When he talks about McDavid — whom he called one of the all-time 
greats — he harkens back to his own playing days to find suitable 
comparisons. 

“The beauty of Mario, the beauty of Wayne, the beauty of Stevie Y, and 
Trottier, and the late Bossy, is that the great players want to be 
champions. They don’t want to be great players because they know 
they’re going to be great players. And that’s the beauty of watching 
Connor McDavid night-in and night-out now is he knows he’s going to be 
a great player — that part’s written and is going to continue to be written,” 
he says. “But to be a champion? The true greats know what it’s all 
about.” 

When Coffey looks back on his career, he doesn’t just reminisce about 
the glory days of the Oilers, either. He speaks fondly of his time in 
Pittsburgh, and of the Stanley Cup he won there, crediting No. 66 with 
turning a Steelers town into a hockey destination — and for guiding No. 
87. 

“I’m very, very, very proud of what we did in Pittsburgh — and when I say 
we, I really do mean everybody, led of course by one the greats of all 
time, Mario,” Coffey said. “I do believe that the Oilers thought that it 
wasn’t a good place for me to go but I played that summer in the ’87 
Canada Cup with Mario and all you had to do was walk into the dressing 
room and you knew you were in good hands.” 

When he talks about his time in Detroit after the Penguins, he says twice 
how much he loved it there, too. 

“Unfortunately, they made a good trade and then they started winning 
Stanley Cups after I was out of there, but that’s the way it goes. I’m a big 
boy. I had the chance to play with Stevie in his prime and then getting the 
chance to play with the Russians when they started, I mean Sergei 
(Fedorov) was a special talent and Igor (Larionov) came, and Slava 

(Fetisov) came, and Vladimir (Konstantinov) came, and (Slava) Kozlov, 
and they’re incredible people,” he says. 

After Detroit, as he bounced through Hartford, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Carolina and Boston in the twilight of his career, Coffey cherished each 
stop along the way. 

“The last couple of years, did I get tossed around a bit? You’re f—— right 
I did. But I remember my dad saying, ‘Hey, don’t take it personally son, 
you’re going to be a hired gun.’ And I never did,” Coffey said. “I told 
myself that near the end: ‘You’re an old guy hanging around, you’ve got 
lots to offer to the young guys, so make sure you’re a good leader every 
single day.’ I never once had any bitterness toward anybody and I won’t. 
The game is too good. The game has never owed me anything. If 
anything, I owe everything I have to the game, whether it be my grit, my 
not willing to back down in business, or just the friends I’ve made along 
the way.” 

But in the end, though he has found his way back into that game, his 
heart is still with the life he built with his family — and in his two places. 
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NHL trade ideas to reunite players and teams with past histories of 
success 

 

Eric Duhatschek11-13 minutes 17/01/2023 

 

Reunion tours are all the rage in popular music and here’s a confession: I 
love them. In my experience, they rarely disappoint. Seeing Fleetwood 
Mac in 2019, with Mike Campbell and Neil Finn aboard and Lindsay 
Buckingham absent? Sure, it’s not the same as the 1980 tour, but it was 
still great. Just different. 

I was thinking of reunions in the context of the NHL trade deadline and 
how rarely NHL teams reunite players with past histories of success. 
Maybe they should try harder. In that context, here are five potential 
trade scenarios where players would benefit greatly from getting the 
band back together. 

Patrick Kane 

From the Blackhawks to the Rangers to play alongside Artemi Panarin. 

Artemi Panarin signed with Chicago as a free agent in May 2015, after a 
62-points-in-54 games season in the KHL with St. Petersburg, so he was 
a 25-year-old rookie in 2015-16 when he and Patrick Kane developed 
such great immediate chemistry with the Blackhawks. Panarin won the 
Calder Trophy, edging among others Connor McDavid, by finishing ninth 
in the overall scoring race. Kane, meanwhile, ran away with the title that 
season, scoring 106 points. Second-place finisher Jamie Benn had 89. 
Kane described his partnership with Panarin as “how hockey should be 
played” and said that despite the language barrier, they figured it out “on 
the go” and ultimately developed the most “instinctive” chemistry he’s 
ever had with anyone in his career. 

Ultimately, they combined for 346 points in two seasons before Chicago 
traded Panarin to Columbus. Panarin subsequently left to sign with the 
Rangers as a UFA and remains an elite-level player. Kane’s production 
has slipped during the Blackhawks’ restructuring and there is a suspicion 
he isn’t 100 percent healthy either. But the Rangers have a clear need for 
an established RW2 and the possibility of winning another championship 
in the bright lights of the big city could get Kane re-energized. Just in 
case anyone’s forgotten, Kane also has 132 career playoff points in 136 
career NHL playoff games. Panarin understandably would be thrilled to 
see his old running mate in the fold. 

Ryan O’Reilly 
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From the Blues to the Avalanche. 

The Avalanche drafted Ryan O’Reilly in 2009. O’Reilly had six productive 
years for the Avalanche but always seemed to be in a contract dispute 
with them – and once signed an offer sheet with Calgary that was 
subsequently matched by the Avs. That paved his way out of town to 
Buffalo who eventually traded him to St. Louis, where he was the MVP of 
the Blues’ 2019 Stanley Cup-winning team. 

Colorado, meanwhile, won the Stanley Cup in 2022 and an important 
piece of the puzzle, beyond Cale Makar, Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko 
Rantanen, was the work of Nazem Kadri as their second-line center. 
Alas, Kadri was a cap casualty this offseason and for the first half, the 
Avs have been auditioning replacements for him as the 2C. So far, J.T. 
Compher seems to be the best fit. O’Reilly, meanwhile, is on injured 
reserve in St. Louis, though the expectation is he’ll be healthy again 
ahead of the trade deadline, which means he could well be integrated 
into the lineup by the time the Avs start their Stanley Cup defense. 

O’Reilly has a winning pedigree. He turns 32 in early February and is 
obviously not the same player he was during the Blues’ Stanley Cup run. 
It’ll be almost eight years between the time the Avs traded O’Reilly away 
and this year’s trade deadline – more than enough time for old wounds to 
heal. And while O’Reilly’s fellow pending UFA Bo Horvat would provide a 
greater current impact for the Avalanche, Horvat is going to be far pricier 
and maybe more than Colorado can afford. A more cost-effective add 
would be O’Reilly, whose smarts and savvy would flesh out a lineup that 
will eventually also see Gabe Landeskog and Val Nichushkin return from 
injury. The Avs still need to finish in a playoff spot – they are on the 
bubble right now – but assuming they get that sorted out, there is 
probably no one better than O’Reilly to seamlessly slide into that spot 
vacated by Kadri at a price the Avs might be willing to pay. 

Kevin Hayes 

From the Flyers to the Blue Jackets to play alongside Johnny Gaudreau. 

Kevin Hayes is the Flyers’ No. 1 center, with 37 points in his first 42 
games — decent production on a team destined to finish in the bottom 
third of the NHL standings. John Tortorella, in his first season as the 
Flyers’ coach, hasn’t always seen eye-to-eye with Hayes and last month 
made him a healthy scratch, the sort of message-sending you see all the 
time from a hardline coach, trying to extract a more complete game from 
a player. 

Hayes played four seasons at Boston College, and in the final three 
years, he and Johnny Gaudreau were dynamic teammates. In their last 
year together, 2013-14, Hayes scored 65 points in 40 games; Gaudreau, 
80 in 40 games. Following that season, they went their separate ways; 
Hayes joined the Rangers (after being drafted by Chicago) and 
Gaudreau going to Calgary. 

This past summer, Gaudreau left Calgary to sign with Columbus as a 
free agent. He’s under contract until 2028-29. On a Columbus team 
going nowhere, Gaudreau has played well, though there have been a 
variety of different centers deployed there – from the veteran Boone 
Jenner to some of the youngsters coming through the system. 
Eventually, maybe one of them settles in as Gaudreau’s center. 
Alternatively, they could trade for Hayes and reunite the BC products, 
which would buy time for the Blue Jackets’ youngsters to find their NHL 
stride. Columbus and Philadelphia have a history of making trades and 
there’s even a precedent for a reunion here in Jakub Voracek, who 
started with the Jackets, went to Philly, and then returned this year in the 
Cam Atkinson trade. Hayes signed a seven-year, $50 million contract 
with the Flyers back in June 2019. This is Year 4 of the deal. The first 
three years, Hayes had a full no-move. It has evolved into a modified no-
trade this year and for the three remaining years until the contract expires 
in 2025-26. If Columbus were to take on all of Hayes’ contract, they 
would likely get him practically for free because Philly would love nothing 
better than to unload that deal. If Philly were to eat some contract, you 
would likely have to compensate them for doing so. But still – Gaudreau 
and Hayes together again. It’d make both happy and motivated. Why 
not? 

Jack Campbell and Cal Petersen 

Trading places in Edmonton and Los Angeles. 

Work with me on this one. Jack Campbell, 31, landed in the Kings 
organization in the 2016-17 season in a minor-league trade. That year, 
Campbell played 52 games for the Kings’ AHL affiliate and was able to 
rebuild his game. Cal Petersen, meanwhile, signed with the Kings as a 
free agent in 2018. During the 2018-19, Campbell played 31 NHL games 
for the Kings and Petersen made his NHL debut, getting into 11 NHL 
games, performing respectably (.924 SP, 2.61 GAA). 

In effect, the Kings were developing two candidates to potentially replace 
Quick, as Quick aged out. Ultimately, they decided Petersen had the 
greater upside and as a result, traded Campbell to Toronto, where he 
had a series of up-and-down moments with the Maple Leafs before 
landing in Edmonton this past summer as an unrestricted free agent, 
signing a five-year, $25 million contract. 

Petersen signed a three-year extension with the Kings that kicked in this 
season, worth $15 million. The AAV is identical. The term isn’t – 
Campbell has two more years on his contract. Both players have been 
overwhelming underachievers this year. Campbell lost the starting job in 
Edmonton to Stuart Skinner. Petersen fell even further – he’s back in the 
AHL trying to rediscover his form. In the meantime, Pheonix Copley has 
taken advantage of the opportunity for regular NHL duty and essentially 
worked his way – for now – into the starter’s role in Los Angeles. 

This feels like the goalie version of James Neal-for-Milan Lucic. Neither 
player has any real value as a trade chip; in fact, they both have negative 
value because their contracts don’t justify current performance levels. It 
would be a provocative exchange and require a leap of faith from both 
sides – that a change of scenery, a fresh start, a new goalie coaching 
voice, something – could get both players back to the levels they were at 
when they earned those $5 million per season contracts in the first place. 
It’s possible that sticking with the status quo, and hoping the solution 
comes internally, gets one or both back on track. Or maybe the answer 
for Campbell is getting back to the team where he found his NHL footing 
in the first place. 

Sam Bennett and Jonathan Huberdeau 

Together again after a successful partnership in Florida. 

In the 2020-21 season, Sam Bennett asked the Flames to trade him. In 
April of that year, they were finally able to oblige him. Calgary received a 
second-round draft pick, plus prospect Emil Heineman in exchange. 
Bennett went to Florida and was an overnight sensation, playing five-on-
five minutes on the second line with Huberdeau. He had 15 points in 10 
games for Florida following the trade and then contributed a career-high 
28 goals last season, largely because of Huberdeau’s playmaking. 

This past summer, the Panthers traded Huberdeau to Calgary in the 
Matthew Tkachuk blockbuster. Without Huberdeau getting him the puck, 
Bennett’s numbers have slipped – nine goals in his first 42 games. 
Without Bennett accepting those passes (and not playing with the great 
Aleksander Barkov on the PP), Huberdeau’s numbers have dropped 
precipitously as well. When Huberdeau signed an eight-year contract 
extension last year with Calgary, it didn’t seem too unreasonable to offer 
$10.5 million a year for a player that was second in the NHL in scoring 
last year with 115 points. It does seem pricey today, with Huberdeau on 
pace to score about half that this year. 

Now, even in this make-believe world, there is no scenario on earth in 
which Bennett would want to return to Calgary, or for that matter, 
Huberdeau goes back to Florida. In order to reunite the pair, they’d need 
a third party. Like Montreal. The Canadiens were said to be interested in 
Huberdeau as a possible UFA signing in July 2023 – or before he inked 
that extension with Calgary. There’s no reason to think there wouldn’t be 
interest there again. Montreal, meanwhile, owns Florida’s first-rounder in 
2023, thanks to the Ben Chiarot deal. Theoretically, they could go out 
and acquire Bennett by sending that pick back and then add Huberdeau 
if Calgary were to take a Josh Anderson or a Brendan Gallagher contract 
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back. Understandably, injuries color their respective values. But Calgary 
would then get out from under an $84 million commitment to Huberdeau 
and add the sort of heavy player (Anderson) or energy bunny type 
(Gallagher) that coach Darryl Sutter approves of. Montreal, meanwhile, 
gets an instant second line to support Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield. 
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When NHL icons switch teams: Sleepless nights, devastating calls and 
fresh starts 

 

Mark Lazerus15-19 minutes 17/01/2023 

 

Brian Leetch looked at his phone and a chill ran down his spine. It was 
six days before the trade deadline, and Glen Sather, the Rangers general 
manager (and until a week earlier, the head coach) was calling.  

Leetch answered. Listened. Didn’t say much of anything. Hung up. 

Then Leetch, on his 36th birthday, put down the phone, walked into the 
bathroom of his Boston hotel room, and wept.  

The greatest defenseman in New York Rangers history was suddenly a 
Toronto Maple Leaf. Contrary to his wishes. Contrary to what he had 
been assured. Contrary to anything he had ever even imagined.  

“I was so upset,” he said. “It was devastating.” 

For Mike Modano, the end was much less sudden, but every bit as gut-
wrenching. After 20 seasons with the Stars franchise, both in Minnesota 
and in Dallas, Modano was no longer wanted. That it was general 
manager Joe Nieuwendyk who ultimately made the call and delivered the 
news in the summer of 2010 — the same Nieuwendyk alongside whom 
Modano won the Stanley Cup in a Stars sweater — made it all the more 
crushing.  

Modano signed with the Detroit Red Wings a little more than a month 
later. The sight of Modano in a red sweater was disorienting to any 
hockey fan, and cataclysmic to Stars fans.  

“I should have probably never went somewhere else,” Modano said. 
“Still, to this day, I’m frustrated I didn’t get one more year in Dallas.” 

Patrick Marleau knew the end was near in San Jose during the 2016-17 
season. And as he approached his 38th birthday, he easily could have 
ridden off into the sunset. His heart was in conflict. He struggled to 
picture himself in another uniform after 19 seasons in San Jose, never 
missing more than six games in a season and playing every game of 
each of his last eight seasons with the Sharks. But the idea of retiring 
when he still wanted to play, still loved to play, and just as importantly, 
still could play — coming off a 27-goal season — felt like a non-starter.  

So he signed a three-year contract with the Maple Leafs, uprooting his 
family of six to another team, another conference, another country.  

“I wrestled with that decision for a very long time,” Marleau said.  

Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane are having that same conversation 
with themselves these days. Their situation is a little different; they won’t 
be blindsided like Leetch, and they likely won’t wait for their contracts to 
expire like Modano and Marleau. If the Blackhawks’ two franchise pillars 
are traded ahead of the March 3 deadline, it’ll be because they asked to 
be in a conversation with general manager Kyle Davidson which is 
expected to happen in the next couple of weeks. They have full no-
movement clauses, and the Blackhawks have promised to do right by 
them after all they’ve done for the Blackhawks.  

But the emotional wringer they’re going through now is the same. The 
foreign feeling of walking into another team’s locker room and pulling 

another team’s jersey over their heads for the first time will be the same. 
And the what-ifs that will forever gnaw at the backs of their minds and the 
bottoms of their hearts for years to come will be the same.  

Toews and Kane don’t just play for the Blackhawks. They are the 
Blackhawks. Just like Leetch was the Rangers, Modano was the Stars, 
and Marleau was the Sharks. And while few people remember — or care 
— that Bobby Orr finished his career in Chicago, or that Willie Mays 
finished his career with the Mets, or that Joe Montana finished his career 
in Kansas City, they’ll remember. They’ll care. There’s something special, 
something mythical, about spending a Hall of Fame career with just one 
team. About retiring with the team that drafted you, that built you, that 
made you — and that you made.  

And the closer you are to the finish line, the harder it is to give up that 
dream. 

“Those guys will always be remembered as Blackhawks, no doubt,” 
Modano said. “Those guys actually changed the whole perception of that 
organization. It’s hard for those guys to feel like they’re going to be 
moved, because they were a big part of the change there, to the point the 
United Center was packed again every night. They changed the identity 
of the team.” 

And the team became their identity in the process. But pro sports is a 
business, not a fantasy. And not everybody gets the storybook ending.  

Leetch left in the lurch 

What eats at Leetch the most is that he had no-trade clauses in his 
contract for much of his career. But when he signed his last two-year 
deal with the Rangers, that clause was left out. He said the team assured 
him he’d be able to retire a Ranger, and he convinced himself that, given 
his stature and accomplishments — including ending a 54-year Stanley 
Cup drought in 1994 — he didn’t need one. 

“I thought, who’s gonna trade me?” he said with a sad chuckle. “After it 
went down, I’m like, ‘What was I thinking?’ I fell for it hook, line and 
sinker.” 

Leetch acknowledges he still harbors some “bitterness” toward the 
Rangers, and it’s evident in his voice. But after the initial shock and 
despair wore off, he was too busy to feel sorry for himself. He fielded a 
bunch of phone calls from the Leafs to get his living situation and 
equipment squared away, and hopped on a flight to Toronto to face off 
against his longtime rivals, the Islanders, the next day.  

He arrived at the Air Canada Centre early, so he could greet his new 
teammates one by one as they came in. He was a bundle of nerves, but 
that quickly gave way to excitement when he walked into the empty 
home locker room for the first time.  

“I walked in to see my equipment, the ‘Leetch No. 2’ on a white jersey 
with a blue Maple Leaf on it, and it kind of shocked me how in awe I 
was,” Leetch said. “I was like, ‘I can’t believe I’m playing for the Maple 
Leafs. That’s pretty cool.’” 

Everything about it was pretty cool. It was a veteran roster, just like New 
York’s always was, so it was easy to fit in with the likes of Mats Sundin, 
Gary Roberts, Alex Mogilny, Owen Nolan, Tie Domi and Ed Belfour. His 
defensive partner, Bryan McCabe, picked him up from his rental property 
and drove him to the rink every day. His wife and three young kids made 
friends with other players’ families quickly.  

And on the streets of hockey-mad Toronto, he was greeted everywhere 
he went. Welcome to Toronto, Mr. Leetch! It was a far cry from his days 
in New York, when he could walk down Eighth Avenue with Adam 
Graves and Mike Richter and never get recognized.  

“People would always recognize (Mark) Messier, but they’d have no idea 
who we were walking next to him,” he said with a laugh.  

Even the famously aggressive Toronto media went easy on him. It 
helped that he posted 15 points in 15 regular-season games.  
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“I was in the honeymoon phase, and there were guys in the media I had 
won a Stanley Cup with in (Glenn) Healy, (Nick) Kypreos and Neil Smith,” 
Leetch said. “And they did nothing but say good things about me, even if 
I didn’t play good that game. And if I did play good, they really built it up. 
Honestly, everything about Toronto was a tremendous experience.” 

Leetch allowed himself to dream about doing in Toronto what he did in 
New York, helping end a lengthy championship drought, but the Leafs 
lost to the Flyers in six games in the second round. His stay in Toronto 
was brief but memorable. He spent the next season in Boston, where he 
and his wife both had friends and family, before retiring at the age of 38.  

Still, Leetch laments the way his career ended. He said he was ready to 
embrace the idea that he would be the Messier for the next generation of 
Rangers, someone to guide them to an era of success that he might not 
get to see. It’s a role Kane and Toews could have if they really want it, if 
they’re content with their three championships and value spending their 
careers with just one team as highly as Leetch did.  

“It meant something to me,” he said. “That’s why it was so devastating 
then. I had no problem not being the main guy, and being in a lesser role. 
I had come to peace with it, that I was going to be there forever and that 
I’d do the best I can for this team and this organization, as long as I 
could. But hey, that’s the way it goes.” 

You can go home again, but should you? 

Modano is probably the closest comparison to Kane and Toews in a lot of 
ways. Messier was the undisputed leader and frontman of those Rangers 
teams, not Leetch. But Modano was Dallas’ main guy, just like Kane and 
Toews have been Chicago’s main guys. And just like Kane and Toews 
built up the modern Blackhawks from the ruins left by former owner Bill 
Wirtz, Modano built an entirely new team in Dallas, creating an unlikely 
hockey town deep in the heart of Texas.  

“We grew the game from the ground level,” Modano said. “You invested 
a lot of time and effort and everything into creating a brand of hockey 
down there, introducing people to a new sport. So I had a lot invested in 
Dallas. We created something in Dallas that we never thought would be 
possible. It became home.” 

Modano was 40 years old when Nieuwendyk told him the Stars wouldn’t 
be offering him a new contract in the summer of 2010. And had it not 
been his hometown Detroit Red Wings that came calling that summer, 
had he not known GM Ken Holland well, and had he not been so 
indebted to the Ilitch family from his junior hockey days, he probably 
would have retired as a Dallas Star.  

But he couldn’t resist the chance to play in Detroit alongside the likes of 
Nicklas Lidstrom, Henrik Zetterberg and Pavel Datsyuk. It was too 
exciting.  

It was also… weird.  

In Dallas, Modano knew everyone — every person in the front office and 
in the back office, every security guard at the rink, every staffer in the 
locker room, and every young guy in the system. When he got to Detroit, 
he felt like a rookie all over again, trying to “earn my stripes again.” He 
did his best to fit in, even joining the Wings stars for early morning 
workouts with strength and conditioning coach Michael Knight.  

“These guys were just animals in the gym,” Modano said. “It’s no surprise 
they had the run that they did.” 

But it was a challenge socially. Modano didn’t know the rhythms of the 
locker room, the protocols on the bench, the bus, the plane. And, oh, that 
plane. “Red Bird One” wasn’t quite up to the standards Modano was 
used to, and having to land in Arkansas to refuel in the middle of a trip to 
California was something new to a guy who thought he had seen it all.  

“It took a little time to get comfortable,” he said. “That’s why one year’s 
tough. By the time you feel at home, the season’s over. You wish you 
had more time.” 

Or you wish you had more time in Dallas. Like Leetch, Modano has fond 
memories of his last season, strange as it was. But also like Leetch, he 
wonders if he ever should have left in the first place.  

“I was up to 21 years with one team,” Modano said. “God, at that point, 
how can you not just write your own ending? There were a lot of times 
over the years where you could have asked to be moved, or you wanted 
to be moved, or contracts were hard and you weren’t getting what you 
wanted. But you were committed to the team and the town, so you make 
sacrifices to be there. It was meaningful for me (to try to stay). You just 
find it hard to go somewhere and start over again at 41 years old. How 
can you not just have that ride-off-into-the-sunset season?” 

Stranger in a strange land 

Marleau is technically Canadian, born and raised in Saskatoon. But he’s 
really Californian, having arrived in San Jose as the No. 2 draft pick when 
he was 17 years old. He had spent his entire adult life in the States, so 
Toronto was literally foreign to him. The Leafs had to help him find a 
doctor, a dentist and an optometrist for the kids, and explain how the 
country’s healthcare system operated. Mitch Marner and Auston 
Matthews, each 18 years younger than Marleau, had to tell him where to 
eat downtown, what grocery stores to use, the best way to navigate 
Toronto traffic. Marleau was the oldest guy on the team, the veteran 
player, but he felt like the clueless newbie. 

When Marleau’s wife, Christina, got into a car accident during a 
snowstorm in his first of three seasons with the Leafs, neither of them 
knew what to do. In the States, you can just exchange insurance 
information and be on your way.  

“In Canada, if you get into (an) accident, you have to go to a collision 
center and file a report,” Marleau said. “And if you don’t do that within 24 
hours, you could be held liable for that collision. So we’d joke sometimes 
that you’d have to give blood just to cross the street. We just didn’t know 
any of the rules, so everything seemed a little bit harder.” 

That’s what sticks out most to Marleau now. Sure, he could have gotten 
to the locker room at SAP Center in San Jose with his eyes closed, and 
he needed a little help to find the main door to the homeroom at Air 
Canada Centre on his first day, but it’s the off-ice stuff that was really 
challenging. Especially with sons aged 12, 9, 6, and 3 at the time.  

“I remember having a whole newfound respect for guys who have done 
that in the past, who have had to change teams,” he said. “Especially 
players with families. It’s not as easy as everybody thinks. There’s a big 
learning curve in going to a new spot and getting to know the area. The 
hockey part, too, though.” 

There’s a new coaching staff with new terminology for old concepts. 
There are new routines, new drills, new workout regimens. Marleau could 
coast through a Sharks practice, knowing the rhythms so well. In 
Toronto, he had to pay close attention to every step of every drill, to 
make sure he didn’t screw anything up.  

Marleau said it took a full year for him to feel fully comfortable in Toronto 
and with the Leafs, but he scored 27 goals that first season and 
thoroughly enjoyed his time with the Leafs. Marleau did finish his career 
in San Jose — on his third stint with the Sharks, no less — but he still 
sometimes wonders what it might have been like had he been able to 
keep playing there.  

Yet he has no regrets.  

“(Toronto) is a meaningful part of my life because had we not gone there, 
I wouldn’t have gotten those bonds with guys like Mitchy and Matty,” he 
said. 

It’s been 20 months since Marleau played the last game of his NHL 
career, but he’s still trying to figure out just what he wants to do and 
where he wants to go. He, his wife and his four sons are in Florida right 
now, but they still have a place in San Jose and they’re trying to figure 
out where to settle for good. 
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“It’s a little nerve-wracking,” he said. “It’s the same thing. Still trying to 
make the right decision.” 

Of course, the “right decision” doesn’t exist. If Kane and Toews decide to 
stay in Chicago, and the Blackhawks don’t pull a Stars or Sharks and 
turn their backs on their franchise icons, they’ll get to write their own 
storybook endings, usher in the next generation of young stars, and retire 
as Blackhawks. If they decide to leave, they’ll be able to dictate their 
destinations, and they’ll be rejuvenated with new experiences in new 
cities with new teammates, and maybe make a run at another 
championship. Heck, as so many others have learned over the years, it 
can be fun to be a nervous new guy again after all these years.  

Ray Bourque left Boston. Jarome Iginla left Calgary. Mike Modano left 
Dallas. Brian Leetch left New York. Bobby Orr left Boston. 

So Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane can leave Chicago.  

It won’t be an easy choice. But at least they get to make that choice for 
themselves.  

“It’s a lot of sleepless nights, a lot of anxiety and stress,” Marleau said. “A 
lot of wondering, ‘Am I making the right decision?’ But ultimately, you 
make a decision and you have to live with it, good or bad, and make the 
best of it.” 
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ESPN / Bold NHL predictions for rest of 2022-23 - Trades, playoffs, 
awards 

 

ESPN staff 

8–10 minutes13 Jan, 2023 

 

The NHL has passed the mathematical midpoint of the 2022-23 regular 
season. We've graded all 32 teams -- including one A+ and two F's -- and 
announced the winners of our own batch of awards. 

With the 2023 All-Star Game and skills competition approaching on Feb. 
3-4, we turn our focus to the collective bold predictions from our ESPN 
hockey family. 

Which players will be on the move before the trade deadline? Which 
teams will jump into -- or fall out of -- playoff position? How many points 
will Connor McDavid amass by season's end? 

Jakob Chychrun will be traded 

I know. BOLD. Chychrun's name has been bandied about in trade rumors 
for so long that to see it finally happen will be something. The Arizona 
Coyotes are looking for a lot in return for the blueliner, and rightfully so, 
given what Chychrun has shown in the past and could be capable of in 
the future. A team will step up at last and give the Coyotes what they 
want for a game-changing defender. -- Kristen Shilton, NHL reporter 

Patrick Kane will not be traded 

It's clear that Kane isn't himself this season. He's tracking for his lowest 
points-per-60 minutes average since 2011-12. He missed a couple of 
games because of injury. Elliotte Friedman of Sportsnet speculated 
recently that Kane could be shut down, sign a one-year extension with 
the Blackhawks and then see where things are with himself and the team 
next season. Kane pushed back on that in an interview with NBC Sports 
Chicago this week, saying, "That's definitely not where we're at right 
now." 

I don't know if it's the injury, the flat cap complicating a trade, his 
undeniable affinity for being a Blackhawk, or the roots he's put down in 

Chicago, but I just have an inkling that the Patrick Kane trade we're all 
anticipating doesn't end up happening. Now, Jonathan Toews, on the 
other hand ... -- Greg Wyshynski, NHL reporter 

There will be few fireworks at the trade deadline 

The names seemingly available for trade are flashy: Norris Trophy front-
runner Erik Karlsson, plus Stanley Cup champs Jonathan Toews, 
Vladimir Tarasenko and Ryan O'Reilly, just to name a few. 

But too many teams are strapped against the flat cap to make 
maneuvers. Plus, parity is so intense, few teams feel confident this truly 
is their year. Many clubs looking to add have depleted draft capital and 
prospect systems; those who have first-round picks want to hold on to 
them for a deep and talented 2023 draft class. Vancouver captain Bo 
Horvat is likely on the move. The fate of everyone else is a lot less clear. 
-- Emily Kaplan, NHL reporter 

The Buffalo Sabres will make the playoffs 

They are one of the most fun teams to watch in the NHL and are six 
points out of a wild card. Closing that gap is not impossible, since they 
have games in hand on some of the other bubble teams in the East. 

The case for them doing so: Tage Thompson, who is among the top 
scorers in the league; Rasmus Dahlin, who has leveled up this season; 
and while the goaltending has leaked goals at times, Craig Anderson has 
a .921 save percentage through 15 games. (Reminder: He's 41!) 

There's an aura around this team that is definitely carrying them. They 
have the third-most goals in the NHL. I'm believing in this team's 
chances, even if there are still things to be addressed, possibly during 
trade season. I'm enjoying the ride. -- Arda Ocal, NHL host 

The NHL's second-half storylines to watch 

Chris Chelios and Mark Messier detail some of the top storylines they're 
watching in the NHL's second half. 

The Calgary Flames will miss the playoffs 

The Flames had an 84.5% chance of making the Stanley Cup playoffs as 
of Thursday, per FiveThirtyEight. Those are the 11th-best odds of any 
NHL team to qualify for the postseason. But I think they miss. 

GM Brad Treliving deserves a ton of credit for attempting to plug the 
leaks of this vessel after Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk left. 
But it turns out replacing their 43 goals, plus the ones they generated for 
others, is quite difficult: The Flames are 23rd in goals per game and 24th 
in 5-on-5 shooting percentage. Jacob Markstrom has been ordinary in 
goal. 

I don't like the numbers for them, either: Vegas, Los Angeles and Seattle 
all look solid. Nashville, St. Louis and especially Colorado are in the wild-
card race from the Central; Edmonton, meanwhile, has two players we've 
seen drag mediocre Oilers teams to the playoffs by themselves. The 
Flames get snuffed out in the West. -- Wyshynski 

The Florida Panthers will make the playoffs 

First of all, Paul Maurice's charges are better than their current 19-20-4 
record suggests, keeping top-five company with clubs like the Carolina 
Hurricanes, New Jersey Devils and Boston Bruins in Corsi for percentage 
(54.33), according to Evolving Hockey. Such robust figures tend to 
translate into more wins over time. 

They're finally back to reasonable health after having to manage without 
key figures over significant stretches. By my arithmetic, Aleksander 
Barkov, Anton Lundell, Aaron Ekblad and (underrated defender) Radko 
Gudas alone have missed a combined 40 games to date. 

After a volatile start to 2022-23, Sergei Bobrovsky is playing better. 
Anthony Duclair's return -- post All-Star break? -- will inject extra oomph 
into the offense. This team is going on a heater this winter, one sizzling 
enough to boost it into a playoff spot in the Atlantic. You just watch. -- 
Victoria Matiash, NHL analyst 
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The Carolina Hurricanes will win the Stanley Cup 

How do you predict a champion in a season in which there's a double-
digit number of teams equipped to win it all? It's tough. And Carolina's 
toughest competition will come in the Eastern Conference. 

The Bruins, who are trying to win one last Cup for their captain, Patrice 
Bergeron, have talent, depth, and structure -- as well as the playoff X 
factor -- goaltending. 

But the recent trend of Cup winners has been teams with a few years of 
sustained regular-season success followed by playoff heartbreak before 
finally breaking through. That's the trajectory Carolina is on right now. 
The one thing they missed last year was an elite scorer who could step 
up in big moments. Enter Max Pacioretty, and the Canes now have 
everything they need (though they will probably get some depth 
reinforcements at the deadline for good measure). -- Kaplan 

No coaches will be fired 

Since 1966-67, there's been only one full NHL season that didn't feature 
at least one coach getting fired. We haven't had a firing yet in 2022-23. 

There's been a lot of speculation about Bruce Boudreau's status with the 
Vancouver Canucks and the lack of success for D.J. Smith's Ottawa 
Senators, as those two coaches lead the "first coach fired" odds at 
sportsbooks. After New Year's Day, there are historically one or two 
coaches who get canned. 

But I think the 32 bench bosses could escape this season without one of 
them losing his gig. The fact is that 23 coaches were hired within the past 
three years, including 11 coaches hired in the offseason. Consider that 
some likely preseason firing candidates -- looking at you, Lindy Ruff 
(Devils), Peter Laviolette (Capitals) and Dave Hakstol (Kraken) -- are 
coaching teams that are excelling. Many teams that are struggling, such 
as Anaheim, will likely wait until after the season to make a change -- 
why lessen your Connor Bedard draft odds with sudden success on the 
ice? 

So perhaps the coaches escape unscathed ... barring a reactionary 
owner taking desperate measures, of course. (Hi, James Dolan.) -- 
Wyshynski 

Connor McDavid will hit the 160-point mark 

Can you ever go wrong betting on Connor McDavid? The Edmonton 
Oilers' captain has been scoring at a torrid pace this season and, yes, 
he's going to reach 160 points for the first time since Mario Lemieux did it 
in 1995-96. (Fun fact: Only Lemieux and Wayne Gretzky have ever put 
together 160-point campaigns; Lemieux did it four times, Gretzky 
achieved it nine times.) 

McDavid will have to stay healthy to get there, too, and avoid any lengthy 
dry spells. But if any player can climb that mountain, it's McDavid. -- 
Shilton 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Jim Rutherford unloads with blunt truth about 
Canucks 

 

Elliotte Friedman | January 17, 2023, 12:30 AM 

18–22 minutes 

 

• When will Penguins retire Jaromir Jagr's jersey? 

• David Pastrnak, Bruins grinding towards extension 

• Why are the Ottawa Senators considering rental defencemen? 

As a media member, you can’t ask for anything more. We complain when 
we get cliches, we can’t moan when someone airs their blunt truth. 

Jim Rutherford dug in like a major-leaguer facing prime Bob Gibson or 
Randy Johnson. No matter how high the heat, he took his swings. 
Whether or not you liked the responses, you were getting “According to 
Jim” — and we’re not talking Jim Belushi. 

“I thought we were tanking, (we’re) pretty close to the bottom.” I mean, no 
one says that. 

We will see Tuesday how the Canucks’ coaches and players felt about 
Rutherford’s commentary. But this is what we learned from the President 
of Hockey Operations: 

CHANGES ARE COMING, BUT THERE’S A LIMIT 

There’s a segment of the fanbase that wants a full tank and if there’s 
ever a year to try, this is the one — with Canucks’ fan Connor Bedard as 
the Powerball prize. But the organization wants zero part of it. That’s 
been the modus operandi for years, whether you like it or not. 

But there will be changes. 

“We have to do major surgery,” Rutherford said. “We’re going to have to 
do some things that I didn’t think we would…have to do when I first got 
here.” 

Elias Pettersson is untouchable. It would take a monstrous offer to get 
them to think about Quinn Hughes. Other than that, Vancouver will 
consider everything. 

Including the captain. 

BO HORVAT IS GETTING TRADED, BECAUSE THE CANUCKS 
CONSIDER THIS SEASON AN OUTLIER 

Because of what happened last summer with JT Miller — the Canucks 
doing a complete 180 over approximately 48 hours to get an extension 
done — I’ve refused to believe the same thing can’t happen with Bo 
Horvat. 

Rutherford didn’t just throw cold water on that theory, he drowned it. 

“We, I believe, have taken our best shot,” he said. “The contract we have 
on the table for Bo I think is a fair contract for what he’s done up until this 
year. But it’s certainly under market value for what he’s done this year.” 

Horvat, on-pace for a career-high 57 goals, is unquestionably an $8M 
player. He’s a top-line centre. But the Canucks won’t go past Miller’s 
$56M total. They’ve decided breaking the cap logjam starts here. He 
understands why Horvat hasn’t signed and there are no hard feelings, 
but the captain has to be incredibly disappointed with how this turned 
out.   

To this point, Vancouver has not allowed anyone to speak with the 
pending UFA. We will see if that changes. 

BRUCE BOUDREAU IS STAYING UNTIL THE CANUCKS ARE READY 
TO MAKE THEIR COACHING CHANGE 

A few of us have argued this isn’t fair to Boudreau, the Canucks should 
go to an interim coach rather than make him float in limbo. When TSN’s 
Farhan Lalji said the coach was in a “challenging position,” Rutherford 
replied, “Yeah, well we all are.” 

And then: “Bruce is our coach, now.” 

My theories are: that the Canucks did not want to do this on the road 
(Jeff Marek brought up Gerard Gallant’s firing in Florida, and how badly 
that unfolded while the Panthers were in Carolina). Also, I believe 
Rutherford wants to lay out what he’s thinking when it’s all there, and the 
organization was forced to be camera-front Monday because of Tanner 
Pearson’s surgery complications (we will get to that). So, even though he 
spoke, he’s not yet ready to explain why he will eventually make the 
change to Rick Tocchet.  
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HE’S NOT WORRIED ABOUT ELIAS PETTERSSON’S FUTURE 

Pettersson is the future captain, and eligible for a large extension this 
summer although he’s not unrestricted until July 2025. A lot can happen 
between now and then. I’ve seen a lot of situations that look one way, 
only to end up completely different. So I hesitate to make any prediction 
on this one. 

“We have regular communication with him and his agent to make sure 
he’s comfortable,” Rutherford said. “And I don’t have any concerns.” 

HE’S NOT SCARED OF THIS 

Rutherford’s been around for eons. When I first spent any real time 
around him (more than 20 years ago), someone who knows said, “Before 
he’s done, he wants to run a team in Canada.” I’ve always remembered 
that, and I do believe this is very meaningful to him. 

“I’m disappointed in the job I’ve done,” he said early in the question-and-
answer about the team, but added he isn't going anywhere (unless his 
health dictates otherwise, hopefully not). 

“I really like the market, I get it that people are upset…but what a great 
hockey market.” 

People are weird about legacies. I’m from the “once you’re gone, people 
move on” school, but it really matters to some. We’ll see if his Vancouver 
vision works, but I do believe being successful there is a huge motivator 
for him. 

THOUGHTS 

1. Prior to Rutherford’s on-ice State of the Union, he was flanked by 
Head Team Physician Dr. Bill Regan and Health & Performance 
consultant Dr. Harry Sese for an update on injured forward Tanner 
Pearson. Initially, the winger, who injured his hand Nov. 9, was expected 
to be out four weeks. Last Thursday, the team amended that to the rest 
of the season. Pearson was scheduled for another surgery on Monday (I 
think that’s his fourth) and, according to several sources, there will need 
to be at least one more. 

The doctors were tight-lipped about specifics, although the complication 
is believed to include an infection. “On a personal note,” Dr. Regan said, 
“I'd have any of the surgeons involved in (Pearson’s) care operate on any 
one of my family members with no hesitation. Having said that, in 
Tanner's case, there have been two setbacks stalling his recovery.” 

It’s important to recognize, without knowing all the facts, we can’t be sure 
if this is a case where a procedure unfortunately went wrong, rather than 
something much worse than that. The NHLPA has begun its own 
investigation, and we will see where that takes things. There have been 
some questions about whether it makes sense that Dr. Sese runs Human 
Performance on a part-time basis, but, whatever the case, hoping for a 
full recovery allowing Pearson to resume his career. 

2. Thought it was important Rutherford stated no issue with Quinn 
Hughes’ initial comments on Pearson. People shouldn’t be punished for 
standing up for friends. 

3. Not sure the timeline on Tocchet, but not convinced it will be this week. 
As mentioned on Monday’s podcast, Sergei Gonchar is on the radar, but 
not sure if that will be a full-time assistant position or a hybrid/consulting 
role. 

4. Finally on Vancouver: as Rutherford mentioned, negotiations are 
underway on an extension for Andrei Kuzmenko. While other teams 
indicated they’d love him as a rental, the Canucks made it clear they 
intend to keep the winger. 

5. Vegas’s Mark Stone has said in the past he’s considered some of the 
reporting on his injuries to be way, way, way over the top. So I tend to be 
pretty careful. He’s listed as week-to-week, but we should get some 
indication in the next 7-10 days about this one and the severity of it. 
Hopefully, it’s nothing super long-term. 

6. Speaking of Vegas, wondering if we see Laurent Brossoit soon. After a 
very rough start at AHL Henderson (22 goals in his first seven games), 
he’s found his way back from offseason hip surgery (24 in the last 12). 

7. The morning of the (tremendous) outdoor game at Fenway Park, we 
sat down with Penguins radio analyst Phil Bourque for the podcast. He 
was an outstanding guest (no surprise), but I wanted to highlight 
something he discussed. Right before the world was shut down by the 
COVID outbreak, he travelled to Czechia to see old friend Jaromir Jagr. 
“We had drifted apart, really,” Bourque said. “I’ll be honest with you. I 
didn’t like Jaromir when he was with the Bruins, the latter part of his 
career. I thought he was arrogant, I thought he was pompous. I didn’t like 
his personality. I don’t know if that got back to him or not, but we drifted 
apart.” 

The Penguins, wanting to gauge Jagr’s interest in a jersey retirement, 
asked Bourque when he’d be talking to the future Hall-of-Famer. Bourque 
went to Prague, where Jagr had a car service waiting at the hotel for the 
trip to Kladno, where he plays. Bourque watched a game, and the two 
hammered out his differences afterwards over a couple of beers. “We 
had an unbelievable talk,” Bourque said. Of course, Jagr wore his hockey 
underwear to the meeting. There’s no other way to go. 

8. Jagr, who will be 51 on Feb. 15, is still going, with 40-year-old Tomas 
Plekanec also on the team. “He knows his name is so tied to that team, 
not just as an owner, but for the sponsors,” Bourque said. “Because once 
he leaves, the big sponsors leave. That’s part of why he’s hanging on. 
But, also I wanted to plant that seed with him, that you are loved in 
Pittsburgh. I just want you to close your eyes for a second and imagine 
what that night’s going to be like. You know Mario is going to be there. 
That night of putting number 68 up in the rafters right next to 66.” 

Was he amenable to it? Will it happen? “Yeah it’s going to happen.” 
Bourque said they talked in late December. “I said, ‘Hey, the Penguins 
are thinking maybe April. He said, ‘I haven’t retired yet.’ That was his 
thing, once (he) retired, (he’ll) be all for it.” 

Bourque added what Jagr really wants is for the Penguins to come to 
Prague one more time. “He said, ‘I would love to have that moment with 
the team here, do a puck drop, announce my retirement then and maybe 
a couple weeks later, come back to Pittsburgh and put the jersey in the 
rafters.’ That’s his vision, his dream.” We should do everything we can to 
make it happen. 

9. Something to look at with the Matt Boldy extension: $25.4M of the 
$49M value will be paid from 2023-24 through 2025-26. With investing, 
it’s always better to get as much up front to get it working for you, but this 
is a little deeper. In the first three seasons of Boldy’s new contract, 
escrow is capped at six per cent in the NHL/NHLPA CBA. Who knows 
what it will be in a new CBA to be negotiated for 2026-27? I’m sure there 
are others, but I really noticed this one. Can’t imagine it’s the last we’ll 
see. 

10. Boston and David Pastrnak are grinding away. As reported on 
Saturday, some progress. While the Pavel Zacha extension is not directly 
related, it shows the philosophy. Don Sweeney is trying to settle all 
business (although not at a baptism, but before the trade deadline).  

11. With the hope that Evander Kane will be back Tuesday against 
Seattle, it was interesting Edmonton didn’t put anyone on waivers 
Monday afternoon. Mattias Janmark and Klim Kostin earned their roster 
spots, so the Oilers could have surprised us with an unexpected name. 
They need the cap space to activate Kane, which means they have 
another move up their sleeve, or, unfortunately, there’s another injury. 
We will find out soon.  

12. I don’t think it ever got to Erik Karlsson, but I do think the Oilers and 
Sharks had legit conversations about the revitalized defender. 

13. Last summer, I thought there was a high probability John Klingberg 
would end up an Oiler once the calendar flipped to 2023. He was 
interested in northern Alberta at the time, but the salary-cap pieces didn’t 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 17, 2023 

 

fit. There was a thought it would be revisited. I’m not expecting that 
anymore, although I do believe he ends up elsewhere. 

14. One executive said that when his team called Minnesota about Matt 
Dumba, GM Bill Guerin’s response was, “Make it make sense for us.” 
Guerin is trying to win, and, as a 1,263-game NHLer, knows how making 
a trade that hurts the team will play in the room. So it’s got to make them 
better, or give him the assets to make them better in another move. 

15. I’m not sure Jakob Chychrun makes sense for the Wild as a potential 
replacement. They’ve been very careful about adding term. It’s a tough fit 
for them in salary cap jail. (Horvat would be perfect for the Wild, who are 
looking for a scorer. But he’d be perfect for half the league.) 

16. It seems counter-intuitive, but Ottawa has considered rental 
defencemen. Number one, it gives a look at someone you might want to 
extend. Second, I think they consider finishing as strong as possible very 
important to their young, core players and their market. 

17. Halfway through the season, and Tampa Bay/Toronto is all but a lock 
as a first-round matchup. Six weeks to size up each other and think 
about anything you might need to beat this opponent. The Lightning are 
interested in a Luke Schenn reunion. And I think they are also looking at 
a forward with an edge in the Coleman-Goodrow-Gourde-Hagel-Paul 
tradition. 

18. This doesn’t count Monday’s game, but Seattle is shooting 11.2 per 
cent at five-on-five. The NHL has only kept that stat since 2009-10, but if 
this pace continues, it would be a record. Previous high is 10.7, by 
Toronto in lockout-shortened 2012-13. Full-season record? St. Louis last 
year, at 10.6. No wonder the Blues had six guys set career highs in 
points. 

19. Jared McCann has 49 goals in 114 games with the Kraken, including 
22 in 40 this season. By the time he was 25, he’d been traded three 
times and exposed in an expansion draft.  

20. One friend of the blog said he saw a wagering website featuring 
seven teams with shorter odds to win the West than Winnipeg. Seems 
very wrong.  

21. Matt Duchene told Christine Simpson, “I kind of have a target date of 
when I’d try to play until. I really admire guys who play at 40 years old, so 
that’s my goal. I’ve never said that in public before. I’d love to play until 
I’m 40.”  

22. Another note on Nashville: Cody Glass gave a lot of credit to Mark 
Borowiecki for helping him with the mental side of the game. Glass 
admitted it was a huge problem for him in Vegas, that he’d make a 
mistake, couldn’t get over it, and be overwhelmed with thoughts that he 
was going to the minors.  

23. Vladislav Gavrikov is the Blue Jacket getting the most attention, but 
they’ve talked with a couple of teams about Gustav Nyquist.  

24. Forgot to include this last week, but Marek reported NCAA Michigan 
goalie Erik Portillo — drafted 67th by Buffalo in 2019 — is likely headed 
to free agency this summer. With Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen gravitating 
towards the number one job and Devon Levi at Northeastern, there may 
be less youth around Portillo if he goes elsewhere. Of course, Buffalo 
could also use him as a trade chip. 

25. The Sabres are also trying to find Vinnie Hinostroza a place to play. 
He’s been limited to 19 games, with eight assists. 

26. Couple of crazy recent wins for Pittsburgh. Monday, they almost blew 
a home game to Anaheim, only to have Bryan Rust tie it with 25 seconds 
remaining in regulation and Jake Guentzel win it in overtime. Last 
Tuesday, they were down 3-0 to Vancouver 7:05 in. They won 5-4. That 
was the day after the team landed in Montreal at 4 am from Arizona to 
attend Kris Letang’s father’s funeral. That wasn’t lost on one exec, who 
said, “The Penguins had every reason to pack it in (against the 
Canucks). Of course, they didn’t.” 

27. In his NBC Sports Chicago interview with Pat Boyle, Patrick Kane 
told a good story about Connor Bedard from last summer’s BioSteel 
camp. “There was one play in camp, he had a two-on-one with (Connor) 
McDavid and he looked off McDavid and took a shot,” Kane 
laughed. “We were all laughing on the bench.” 

He added Bedard was very noticeable, even among this group of 
players. “He moves so well laterally. Everyone talks about his shot, his 
ability to shoot from different angles and off a different foot each time. 
But, man, the way he moves laterally is what gives him that space to be 
able to do that, so pretty impressive. Everyone's wondering how is he 
going to do at the next level, how's he going to be. From what I 
saw…he’s going to be special.” 

28. Mike Murphy was drafted by the New York Rangers in 1970, and 
spent the last 50-plus years as a player, coach and, for the last two 
decades, in the league’s Hockey Operations Department. Murphy retired 
as a full-time employee on Jan. 1, although he’ll remain in a consulting 
role. On Marek’s Monday show, he told the genesis story of the NHL’s 
Situation Room — stemming from a 2003 Detroit game in Calgary. 

“There’s a puck that gets very close to the goal line, but it doesn’t go 
over, and they call it a goal,” Murphy said. “So, 30 seconds later, after the 
ruling, the phone rings. It’s (then-Red Wings GM) Kenny Holland. Kenny 
says, ‘Guys, we’ve got to change this, this is the wrong call. You saw it. I 
saw it. We’ve got to have a full-time video room of people who are there 
all the time.’” Twenty years later, the NHL is expanding its current space 
in Toronto to create an even larger footprint for the operation.  

29. Hated to see a potential first NHL goal for Bobby McMann erased last 
week in Detroit on a kicked puck. Letter of the law was absolutely correct, 
but he wasn’t even trying to score. He was trying to send it to his stick, so 
he could shoot properly. Would have been an awesome moment for the 
26-year-old, who finally cracked the NHL while his father tagged along on 
the dads’ road trip. 

Possible solution: in 2016, the WHL eliminated “distinct kicking motion” 
from its rule book. As long as the puck was outside the crease, a score 
off a player’s skate became a goal. That eliminated the need for a referee 
and/or video-goal judge to decide. I like it. I’d like to see the NHL 
consider it. 

30. Canucks fans loved Gino Odjick, for a lot of great reasons. Always 
thought the most impressive thing about him was how he stood up for 
Trevor Linden when Odjick felt the former captain was being mistreated 
during the Mike Keenan era. He knew it would get him sent packing, but 
he did it anyway. Protected teammates on the ice and off. Also loved how 
he went to get a hot dog and missed his draft selection, not thinking he’d 
go as high as he did. 

31. Connor Hellebuyck co-authored a children’s mental-health book with 
Thom Van Dycke, titled: Is Something Wrong With Weasel/Bucky Beats 
the Blues. The message is simple, but important: find “a trusted grown-
up” to speak with when feeling sad or “blue.” It is being launched by the 
Jets’ Project 11 — created in honour of the late Rick Rypien, who wore 
that number. 

Ten thousand books will be provided to Grade 2 children free of charge. 
(Hellebuyck donated a book to each student in Grades 2 and 3 in the 
Michigan elementary school he attended.) It can be purchased in Jets 
stores and the online team store for $11.37. All proceeds go to Project 
11. The Jets, Hellebuyck and the agency that reps him, Alpha Hockey, 
shared all costs. Read it last Friday. It’s extremely well done.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Subpar effort from Flames sees five-game point streak 
snapped in loss to Predators 
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NASHVILLE – On what was otherwise a pretty fruitful trip, Nikita Zadorov 
was soured by the fact his Calgary Flames ended it with a lemon. 

“It was a pathetic effort by us, the first two periods for sure,” said the 
Flames defenceman following a 2-1 loss to Nashville his club essentially 
lost in the opening 15 minutes. 

“We were a step behind, the energy wasn’t there, the commitment wasn’t 
there, we weren’t shooting, we were making bad plays and were giving 
up too many chances.” 

Wow, a lot to unpack there, which is exactly what the Flames will do 
Tuesday morning when they get home from a five-game, 10-day roadie 
that landed them six of a possible ten points. 

“We got more points than games played,” shrugged coach Darryl Sutter 
of his standard litmus test for lengthy journeys. 

However, like most visitors who visit this Honky Tonk haven, they left 
Tennessee with regrets, given how close a win would have gotten them 
to roadie perfection. 

“The game tonight was to make (the trip) not good, but great,” said 
Zadorov, who tied a career high with his seventh goal in the second 
period, narrowing the deficit to 2-1. 

“We didn’t get two points, so it’s just a good trip.” 

It marked the first time in six outings the Flames didn’t snag at least a 
loser point – something they’ve been able to do in 17 of their last 22 
games, making them the second-best NHL team since Dec 3. 

Had a video review gone their way, things might have been different. 

Four minutes into a final period in which the Flames started generating a 
few more chances, Tyler Toffoli appeared to tie the game 2-2 when he 
knocked a rebound in from the top of the crease with his left foot. 

A lengthy review rightfully overturned the call, as there was a distinct 
kicking motion as he appeared to try kicking it up to his stick before being 
mobbed by Mattias Ekholm. 

“I don’t like saying, ‘kicked in,’ because one night that’s a goal and then 
one night it’s not a goal,” said Sutter, who isn't wrong. 

“Obviously we’re saying it’s a goal and they’re happy it’s not, but it could 
be the other way. 

“On the ice it was called a goal, so generally that kind of overrides.   

“It’s not like Tyler was kicking.   

“That’s the rule. Not that I agree with it.” 

Sutter took greater offence to his team’s lax coverage on both first period 
goals, in which Jacob Markstrom was victimized by two bad bounces off 
defenders’ legs – one saw Zadorov redirect a wide Roman Josi shot into 
the net, the other left the puck dangling near the goal line for a scrambly 
tap-in as Mikael Backlund and Andrew Mangiapane battled defenders. 

“Guys laying in the crease on both goals - our guys,” shrugged Sutter. 

“Generally it’s the other way around. 

“Both goals they scored, you’ve got to check.” 

Credit the Predators who entered the game seven points behind Calgary 
and on the verge of dropping out of the wild card race. 

They set the tone early and used the energy from a typically raucous 
Bridgestone Arena crowd to put the Flames on their heels from the 
outset. 

Markstrom will once again take unfair heat from his legion of detractors, 
who will gloss over the fact the veteran netminder made several big 
saves early on and made a spectacular pad-stacker late in the second 
period to keep the Flames' chances of tying it alive. 

Neither goal was his fault. 

“They’re home and we’re finishing the end of the trip,” said Sutter when 
asked if his team started poorly or the hosts simply willed their way to the 
early lead. 

“There’s no magic to it.” 

Magic was the last thing the Flames possessed, as Jusse Saros turned 
aside the few good chances the Flames had on an early third period 5-
on-3 that was reduced by a man when Rasmus Andersson took a penalty 
Sutter wasn’t happy about. 

“We had a breakaway, and a few chances after (the disallowed goal) that 
we could have buried,” shrugged Zadorov. 

“We didn’t and we lost the game.” 

“It’s not an excuse. It’s still not acceptable for our group.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / On day of Odjick's death, Bear scores goal that 'was 
meant to be' 
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RALEIGH, N.C. – It is likely that few Indigenous players who have made 
it to the National Hockey League felt the indulgent luxury of playing for 
themselves. 

Often, they represent something bigger, something more than 
themselves. Many are role models, links between the First Nations 
trailblazers who overcame enormous odds and obstacles and played 
before them, and all the Indigenous kids watching them now and 
dreaming that anything is possible. 

Three decades ago, when Gino Odjick was early in his second season 
with the Vancouver Canucks, he scored on a penalty shot against the 
Calgary Flames on Hockey Night in Canada. As a young reporter with 
The Vancouver Sun, I remember talking to one of Gino’s friends, who 
said when the puck went past Mike Vernon it was like the entire 
Algonquin reserve of Kitigan Zibi, where Odjick grew up near Maniwaki, 
Que., bounced. 

There may have been another bounce Sunday on the Ochapowace 
Nation reserve in Eastern Saskatchewan when Ethan Bear, who has re-
energized his NHL career with the Canucks, scored late in the second 
period to launch Vancouver back from a 2-0 deficit and towards an 
improbable 4-3 shootout victory against an elite Carolina Hurricanes 
team that started the game 24 points ahead in the standings. 

Bear’s goal came against the team that traded him to the Canucks in 
October, which is why the defenceman dropped to one knee and pumped 
his fist a couple of times upon scoring. 

But it also came not long after news spilled across the internet that 
Odjick, who had been mentoring Bear this season, had died in 
Vancouver of a heart attack after battling for nearly nine years a rare 
blood disorder that was supposed to kill him within a few months of its 
diagnosis back in 2014. Odjick was 52 years old. 
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Bear, who is 25 and was keenly aware as a kid of Odjick-the-player, did 
not learn of Odjick’s death until Canucks trainer Brian (Red) Hamilton told 
him a few minutes after players came off the ice jubilant following Elias 
Pettersson’s one-handed shootout winner. 

“I got a little teary-eyed after Red told me,” Bear said. “It was really 
emotional, definitely tough.” 

Odjick asked to meet Bear when the Hurricanes visited Vancouver on 
Oct. 24. Bear was healthy-scratched, as he was for every Carolina game 
this season while the team looked for a trading partner. 

“I got to sit with him and chat and that was pretty cool,” Bear said 
Sunday. “He knew the kind of player I was, and he knew I was working 
hard and I had a lot to prove in this league. There's just so much that I've 
gone through that not many players have had to go through. He really 
helped me just stay motivated. 

“He would always message me and stuff like that. If I was playing well 
(or) if I needed to step it up, he was always there to give some little 
advice. That’s all you can ask for. This league, as hard as it is, every day 
you try to get better. But some days are harder than others and it’s 
always nice to have someone to look up to, who’s been through it as 
well, to support you. I’m definitely going to miss him.” 

Four days after that meeting in the Canucks alumni suite at Rogers 
Arena, Bear was traded to Vancouver. He said the 27 years between him 
and Odjick didn’t matter. 

“Everybody knew who Gino Odjick was growing up,” he said. “He was 
definitely one of the first Indigenous players to make a trail for the rest of 
us. Whenever you lose a legend like that, someone who’s honestly a big 
influence on the native community, it’s tough, right?” 

Bear’s goal at 17:52 of the second period, on a weighted pass from 
Andrei Kuzmenko, was followed by J.T. Miller’s tying goal at 7:35 of the 
third. And after Sebastian Aho scored what seemed like a sure winning 
goal for Carolina on a breakaway at 17:08, Brock Boeser tied it again 
with 17 seconds remaining on a rebound from Bo Horvat, who was 
beautifully set up in the slot by Kuzmenko. 

So on the day Odjick died, Bear scored the goal that started his team's 
comeback. 

“And that's literally why I was crying,” he said. “It's like, you can't make 
this up, you know what I mean? Everything happens for a reason in this 
world.” 

The goal, that night — sadness and joy — will become more precious 
with age. It’s now in Bear’s heart, which is also what Gino was about. 

Sure, most hockey fans love a heavyweight who will fight for his team 
and teammates. But Odjick’s immense popularity in B.C. was more 
broadly rooted. His earnestness and honesty could overwhelm you. He 
was genuine, instantly disarming. He never lost his natural goodness or 
became cynical. 

“I know it's a really sad day for British Columbians and Canuck fans and 
everything else,” coach Bruce Boudreau said. “He was such a big part of 
the Canucks and we'll miss him. We have a great night here but at the 
same time, it's very sad overall for Canuck fans. We lost a great Canuck, 
maybe one of the greatest. . . not for scoring but for popularity, doing 
what he had to do. What a tough job he had when he played. It's a sad 
day for that.” 

It was probably both joyous and sad for Boudreau, too. 

Canuck players are conditioned to a lot of noise in the market. But they’re 
not stupid; they hear the reports about the management pursuing Rick 
Tocchet to replace Boudreau. They’ve been aware since the season 
began about the disconnect between Boudreau and Jim Rutherford, the 
hockey operations president who inherited the coach, and they know how 
those strained relationships usually end. 

And yet, after four straight losses and down two goals on the road 
against a Stanley Cup contender, Canuck players were still sliding in 
front of pucks, urgently trying to come back and, at the end, celebrating 
like the win meant something. 

It certainly meant something to Boudreau. 

“They play hard because, you know, we're all in it together,” he said. “I 
don't know, they're a good group. They're a good group, they want to win. 
I've been saying this all along. It doesn't work all the time, but they come 
to play and they come to win. I'm happy and proud that they work hard 
for me.” 
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A quick glance at the standings and it’s easy to ask yourself the following 
question: Just how wild can things get in the West? 

Here are a few things that are true right now of the conference that 
operates on the continent’s left side: Two of the top three teams by points 
missed the playoffs last year, while the third was a wild-card squad in 
2021-22. Four teams are within three points of the West’s No. 1 seed; 
one of them is a second-year franchise and none of them is the loaded 
club that won the Stanley Cup last year because that outfit — games in 
hand or not — is still six points out of a playoff spot. 

Go west, young man, and when you get back please explain to the rest 
of us what the heck is going on out there. 

With their 2-1 win over the Arizona Coyotes on Sunday night, the 
Winnipeg Jets are now in the catbird seat of the conference. Winnipeg 
wasn’t even close to making the post-season last year and after a 
summer where you’d be hard-pressed to find a positive storyline in 
Manitoba, new coach Rick Bowness has this team back to looking like 
one of the league’s best. 

The Vegas Golden Knights were one of the NHL’s best storylines early 
on, coming out of the gate at 13-2-0 after missing the big dance 
themselves last year. After Saturday’s 4-3 loss to the Edmonton Oilers, 
though, the Knights are a pretty pedestrian 15-12-2 since mid-November. 

The white-hot Seattle Kraken, the Jake Oettinger-backed Dallas Stars 
and a Los Angeles Kings squad that is 12-5-2 since Pheonix Copley first 
took the crease in early December are all within spitting distance of the 
Jets. 

Then there’s the two Alberta clubs occupying wild card spots. The Oilers 
have been strong finishers the past few seasons, racking up a lot more 
wins in the second half of the year compared to the first. Edmonton’s 
current three-game winning streak — during which they’ve put 53, 41 and 
37 shots on goal — could be evidence Connor and the boys are getting it 
cranked up and at some point down the road Evander Kane will re-join 
the mix. 

The Calgary Flames hung on for dear life to get a 6-5 win over the Stars 
on Saturday and it’s easy to make a case, given the major off-season 
change there and Jacob Markstrom just being off through half the year, 
the Flames still have another gear. 

That means, even with games in hand on everyone and healthy bodies 
making their way back to the lineup, it won’t be easy for the Avs to usurp 
any one of the eight teams already holding playoff spots. Colorado 
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pasted the Ottawa Senators 7-0 on Saturday, but that was the club’s first 
60-minute win since two days before Christmas. 

The rub, of course, is should Colorado bump one of those teams, some 
poor squad that spent all year busting its butt for home-ice advantage will 
open the playoffs by welcoming a mountain lion into its arena. Can’t you 
just hear it now: “Good evening fans and welcome to Climate Pledge 
Arena for the first playoff game in team history between the now-healthy, 
currently peaking Colorado Avalanche and yooooouuuuuuurrrr Seattle 
Kraken!” 

West may not be best this season, but it’s definitely interesting. 

Other Takeaways 

• At the other end of the Western Conference spectrum, the Coyotes 
have dropped nine straight after the setback against the Jets and are 
settling into that league basement where they not only expected, but 
more or less planned to be in a loaded 2023 draft year. During this 
current skid, Arizona hasn’t scored more than three goals in any single 
game and has netted two or fewer six times. 

Tough as things are right now, the Coyotes could well bank more points 
than other bottom-feeders during the final three-plus months of the 
season because, after being road warriors to start the year while their 
temporary rink was being prepped, the Desert Dogs will play 25 of their 
final 39 games in Arizona’s Mullet Arena beginning Tuesday against the 
Detroit Red Wings. 

• You had the Kraken — who swept a seven-game road trip by pumping 
the Chicago Blackhawks 8-5 on Saturday — being one of the best 
offensive teams in the league this year, right? Seattle’s 3.76 goals-per-
game trails only another one we all predicted, the Buffalo Sabres, at 
3.85. The Sabres’ leading scorer is Tage Thompson, whose final stat line 
could look something like 55-50-105. 

Matty Beniers and Andre Burakovsky co-lead the Kraken with 36 points, 
the lowest total to pace a club other than in Chicago and Anaheim. 
Seattle, though, gets it done by committee, with seven players posting at 
least 27 points so far. The only other squads that can say that are the 
Boston Bruins, Florida Panthers, Los Angeles Kings, Golden Knights and 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

• R.I.P. to one of the good ones. 

Weekend Warrior 

Canada may have won the U18 Women’s World Championship on 
Sunday, but is there any doubt that the story of the tournament is 
Slovakian Nela Lopusanova? 

First, the 14-year-old executed a Michigan goal earlier in the tournament 
against Sweden, then, on Saturday, she scored this tribute to hand-eye-
coordination versus Czechia. Nela, we can’t wait to watch you do this 
from now until about, oh, 2045. 

Red and White Rankings 

1. Winnipeg Jets (29-14-1) Here comes Cole Perfetti. The rookie had 
three assists in a win over Pittsburgh Friday and another helper on the 
game-winner against Arizona. That’s six points in his past four games 
now for the guy who turned 21 earlier this month. 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs (26-11-7) We know the Leafs are destined to play 
Tampa in Round 1. After Saturday’s tough late-goal loss to the Bruins, 
Toronto is only four points up on the Bolts in the battle for home-ice 
advantage — and Tampa holds three games in hand. 

3. Edmonton Oilers (24-18-3) Four of Klim Kostin’s nine goals this year 
have come in the past three games, including the game-winner on 
Saturday in Vegas. 

4. Calgary Flames (21-14-9) Chris Tanev got his first of the year in Dallas 
on Saturday. It looked like a pile-on goal when it was scored to make it 6-
1 Flames in the middle period. Four unanswered Stars goals later, it 
turned out to be the game-winner. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (18-22-3) We can’t say it any better than our own 
Iain MacIntyre; it was just too fitting that Ethan Bear, a member of the 
Ochapowace Nation, scored the goal that got Vancouver going in an 
eventual 4-3 shootout win on the day we said good-bye to Gino Odjick, 
who was a trailblazer for Indigenous athletes. 

6. Montreal Canadiens (18-23-3) Sam Montembault has established 
himself as an NHL stopper this year. The 26-year-old made 36 saves in a 
2-1 loss to the Islanders Saturday, then turned around and made 38 
more the next night as the Canadiens escaped MSG with a 2-1 victory of 
their own. 

7. Ottawa Senators (19-20-3) So the Sens get thrashed by the Avalanche 
two nights ago, meaning they’ve been outscored 15-4 in their past two 
Saturday night games after Seattle cracked them the weekend prior. The 
Senators have also now been blanked in two of their past three outings. 

The Week Ahead 

• David Krejci has basically looked as good as ever this season after his 
one-year NHL hiatus back home in Czechia last season. The 36-year-old 
will play his 1,000th big-league game on Monday, all of them in Boston 
black and gold, of course. It’s a 1 p.m. start in Boston with the Flyers 
visiting, as Martin Luther King Jr. Day in America means a busy slate of 
afternoon action in the league. 

• Steven Stamkos needs one more for 500 goals. His next chance comes 
Monday afternoon in Seattle, where the Kraken and gunning for their 
ninth straight victory. 

• Calgary hosts Colorado on Wednesday and it’s safe to say this is 
already a huge tilt for both teams. 

• The best Canadian teams in the league this year will clash Thursday in 
Toronto when the Jets come to town for a visit. That same night, the 
Sabres will host the Islanders in a game with Eastern Conference wild 
card ramifications. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators in need of a bounce-back in St. Louis, after ugly 
rout by Avalanche 

 

Wayne Scanlan | January 16, 2023, 10:54 AM 

5–7 minutes 

 

There is a recurring video played for Senators fans prior to home games 
at the Canadian Tire Centre. 

In their messages, captain Brady Tkachuk and head coach D.J. Smith 
are more or less reduced to “Go-Sens-Go!” comments, but general 
manager Pierre Dorion, in his segment, thanks fans for their patience 
after difficult seasons the past few years.  

The inference is that the rebuild is over, and that the time for patience 
has given way to a time to watch this team compete — spoken with 
October confidence, when anything felt possible.  

Given that perspective, games like Saturday’s 7-0 loss to the Colorado 
Avalanche must be especially galling for Dorion and his team. If it had 
been a one-off, fine. But this was the second consecutive Saturday in 
which the Sens got routed. A week earlier it was an 8-4 loss to Seattle at 
the CTC.  

Getting shut out by a margin of 7-0 hasn’t happened to an Ottawa team 
since their early years in the 1990s.  
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Tkachuk called the game “embarrassing” and added that his team was 
“awful all night, from start to finish.  

“I don’t think we ever had momentum on our side,” Tkachuk said. “They 
were just coming at us all night. That can never happen.” 

Defenceman Thomas Chabot, who has had some hiccups this season, 
accepted his share of the blame, calling it “probably one of the worst 
games I’ve played personally.” 

On a night of dashes throughout the lineup, Chabot led the way at -3. 

“It happened, it’s a game, but it’s unacceptable for me,” said Chabot, a 
stand-up guy as always.  

For whatever reason, the Senators lacked energy in the Mile High City. In 
Smith’s words, the Sens had “zero legs from the get-go.” 

Here’s the thing. As demoralizing as that loss may have been, the 
Senators can still return home with a winning record on this three-game 
road trip, if they can beat a St. Louis team tonight that is missing captain 
Ryan O’Reilly and elite scorer Vladimir Tarasenko.  

The Blues have lost two straight and have a -20 goal differential. The 
Sens are actually road favourites in this game.  

Keep in mind, at times, the Senators have looked like the club Dorion 
imagined them to be. But it hasn’t happened often enough.  

If Saturday marked rock bottom, it was just another twist in what has 
been an up and down season for the Senators and their fans. Social 
media was dripping with anger on Saturday, and who could blame fans 
after a showing like that? Led by the energy and pace of Nathan 
MacKinnon, the Avs looked like a team from an upper division, rather 
than a team outside of a playoff spot, with its own challenges.  

Strangely, despite it all, there are flip sides even to the Senators' recent 
stretch of games.  

Let’s work the numbers a bit.  

In their past four games, Ottawa has been outscored 21-9. Horrible. And 
yet, in their past six, the difference is a more respectable 22-16. 

The Sens have lost three of their past four, in ugly fashion: 8-4 to the 
Preds, a 3-0 shutout loss to Nashville, and 7-0 to the Avs.  

And yet, their January record is 3-3, and in their last 10 the Senators are 
5-4-1. Not awful. 

Their problems are two-fold.  

One, all this spinning of tires, winning one and losing two, or two wins 
here and two losses there … is getting the team nowhere as far as 
moving up the standings. The .500 barrier feels more like a physical wall 
than a psychological hurdle. The Sens have now reached .500 on FIVE 
separate occasions this season (14-14-2, 16-16-3, 17-17-3, 18-18-3 and 
19-19-3). They lost all five opportunities to push past .500. Tonight 
against the Blues, the Senators get another chance to return to .500.   

Two, they are flat-out too easy to play against. 

Teams Watch video. They see others slice through Ottawa’s defence like 
a hot knife through butter. Those clips embolden them to do likewise, and 
so it is with utmost confidence and abandon that teams go after the 
Senators in their own zone.  

In our most recent file, we discussed the Senators' difficulties at even 
strength and their 30th ranking at even-strength goals scored. Saturday 
was another prime illustration. Colorado didn’t beat up the Sens with a 
power-play surge. The Avs outscored the Senators 6-0 at five-on-five.  

Norris could return on Wednesday 

In desperate need of a lift, the Senators could get one this week with the 
return of centre Josh Norris, who has been out since October with a 
shoulder injury.  

“Norris is close, so maybe we’ll get a boost,” Smith said. While ruling out 
Norris for the game against the Blues, Smith added that his top centre is 
“getting really close” and could be in the lineup as early as Wednesday at 
home against the Pittsburgh Penguins.  

JBD recalled to replace Zub  

The other injury news was not great, as defenceman Artem Zub is 
expected to miss Monday’s game with a lower body injury. Zub blocked a 
shot in the second period Saturday and later left the game.  

He had been playing with a full face shield to protect a broken jaw 
suffered in early December. To replace Zub, the Senators have called up 
Jacob Bernard-Docker from AHL Belleville. Bernard-Docker has played 
nine NHL games this season, has one assist and is plus one.  

“Every time he comes up, he gets a little better,” Smith said of Bernard-
Docker.  
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TSN.CA / Keefe keeps Matthews, Marner apart despite Saturday spark 

 

Mark Masters 

14–18 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised at the Ford Performance Centre in Toronto on 
Monday ahead of Tuesday’s game against the Florida Panthers. 

With the Leafs trailing on Saturday night, coach Sheldon 
Keefe reunited Mitch Marner with Auston Matthews and Michael 
Bunting in the third period. The move worked as that line, which was 
dominant last season, produced the tying goal in Boston.  

"We're confident whenever we get on the ice together that we got quick 
chemistry," said Marner. "We can do a lot of plays out there. We can 
make stuff happen ... It felt good. We were really moving the puck well, 
creating a lot of chances and being smart with our puck placement as 
well. We had good looks through that third period." 

Toronto's top line was effective in the final stanza despite going up 
against Patrice Bergeron, David Pastrnak and Brad Marchand.  

"Sometimes when you're apart a little bit and come back it can give you a 
new look and spark some energy," said Matthews. "The other night it 
ended up working out for us." 

But at Monday's practice, Matthews and Bunting were back with William 
Nylander while Marner rejoined John Tavares and Calle Jarnkrok. 

"We've had good rhythm with it that way," Keefe explained. "This look 
has been good for us and the players have done well within it so I don't 
think I need to overreact or make too many changes coming out of that 
game." 

With the Leafs off to an uneven start, Matthews and Marner got split up 
on Nov. 12. Since then, Toronto is averaging 3.6 goals per game, which 
is sixth overall. The team averaged 2.8 goals per game prior to the 
change, which was 24th overall.  

"At the time when we were consistently playing together our games were 
in different places," Matthews said. "So now, obviously, we've been a 
little bit better." 

The Leafs have been rolling and Nylander has certainly looked up to the 
task of a top-line role.  
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"He's been working and competing much more consistently," observed 
Matthews. "He's elevated his game this year. When we've been playing 
really well as a team, he's been a guy who's leading the way." 

Toronto is 19-6-4 since Matthews and Marner got split, which gives them 
the third best points percentage (.724) in the league over that time. 
However, the two teams that have been better are Atlantic Division rivals 
Boston (.821) and Tampa Bay (.741).  

The Leafs have lost consecutive games in regulation for only the second 
time this season and Nylander is cooling off with just two assists in six 
games. If the results don't change soon, the Matthews-Marner mix can 
be the perfect tonic.  

"It's really good for me to know that spark is there when I feel we need it 
and we can benefit from it," Keefe said.  

"It's always just kind of going to be there," Matthews said. "We've spent a 
lot of time together so I think the chemistry comes back relatively quick." 

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Matthews, Marner show spark, but Keefe will continue to keep them 
apart 

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner were briefly united on a line during 
their loss to the Bruins and even produced a goal while playing together. 
However, Sheldon Keefe says they'll return to their normal lines with the 
Panthers in town on Tuesday. 

A non-COVID illness is working its way through Toronto's dressing room. 
Matthews missed Thursday's game in Detroit in part because he was 
sick. Pontus Holmberg and Bobby McMann missed Saturday's 
game. Rasmus Sandin missed Monday's practice.  

"We try to be more conscious of course," said Keefe when asked if the 
team is taking precautionary measures. "We have gotten a lot better at 
that over the last few years (smile). That said, once it starts, it is hard to 
slow it down. It is that time of year. We will have to manage it as best we 
can. Unfortunately, we have some guys unable to be with our group. We 
will press on." 

McMann, who made his NHL debut last week, returned to practice on 
Monday.  

"Bobby has built some positive momentum here that got stalled a little bit 
with his illness," said Keefe. "It was nice to see him back. He is working 
his way back to full health. He was saying he is not quite where he would 
like to be right now, but we will see where he is at in the morning and 
make our lineup decisions from there." 

McMann skated with David Kampf and Pierre Engvall on Monday.  

"I just feel the size and speed that he has is a good fit," Keefe 
said. "Engvall has paired well with Kampf any time we have had him 
there and I think there are similar skill sets. There were a couple of times 
in practice that between No. 47 [Engvall] and No. 74 [McMann], it was 
throwing me off a little bit. It is nice to have another guy like that. We 
have liked what we have seen from him." 

Holmberg was not well enough to hit the ice on Monday. 

Leafs Ice Chips: Sandin the latest to get sick as flu bug hits the room 

Sheldon Keefe says Pontus Holmberg is still sick and Rasmus Sandin is 
also dealing with an illness, as the Maple Leafs deal with a flu bug going 
through their room. Mark Masters has more on how this is affecting the 
team's lineup with the Panthers in town on Tuesday. 

Morgan Rielly has produced just one even-strength assist in nine games 
since returning from a knee injury.  

"It takes a little bit of time," the defenceman said, "but we got a great staff 
here so there's no reason for there to be too much of a lag or anything 
like that. They do everything for us and you put the time in and come 
back and then do whatever you can to get back where you want to be."  

"He is still trying to find his game," Keefe said. "Getting back into the 
rhythm, [it] hasn't quite been there on both sides of the puck. We want to 
continue to work with him on that and be patient at the same time." 

Rielly was on the ice ahead of practice on Monday to do a solo session 
with skill development consultant Denver Manderson.  

"They're good just to get some touches," Rielly said. "You're out there for 
practice and it's a high pace so you don't always get exactly what you're 
looking for from a personal standpoint. So, it's a good opportunity to get 
out there and get some touches and focus on some things that you as an 
individual need to work on and just get some reps at it." 

Practice time has been scarce since Rielly returned on Dec. 29 in 
Arizona.  

"You want to get some extra touches to feel good and get some 
confidence and work on some things that are directly related to your 
game," he said.  

The usually sure-handed Rielly turned over the puck leading to Boston's 
first goal on Saturday night when he played with Conor Timmins. That 
pairing was on the ice for three goals against. Rielly played with Jordie 
Benn on Thursday in Detroit. The previous night he lined up 
beside Justin Holl. At Monday's practice, Rielly skated with Timothy 
Liljegren.  

"You have to be ready for it," Rielly said of the revolving door on his right. 
"You have to be willing to adapt and play with other guys. We change 
lines all the time." 

Liljegren had been playing with Sandin.  

"If Sandin is going to be out, Lily loses his partner," said Keefe. "It is a 
little bit more natural for those guys to pair together. We were reluctant to 
split up [Mark] Giordano-Holl and Sandin-Liljegren pairings. We really like 
them. We thought it was important to have that stability in the Boston 
game." 

Liljegren leads all Leafs blueliners with four points in seven games since 
the calendar flipped to 2023.  

"I think Lily has done a really good job — no matter who he has been 
paired with — of just playing his game," said Keefe. "You can see him 
getting really comfortable in the league, with who he is, and how he 
needs to play. That should give Mo some confidence that way and allow 
him to start to settle into his game as well." 

"He's moving well," Rielly noted of Liljegren. "He's just quicker on his 
feet. He's moving the puck well. He's confident and it's just about getting 
confident." 

'He's still trying to find his game': Rielly seeking post-injury rhythm 

Morgan Rielly still hasn't looked like himself since returning from injury, 
but the Maple Leafs defenceman knows it's just a byproduct of missing 
time and believes he'll find his rhythm. 

Rielly's usual partner, T.J. Brodie, has been sidelined with a rib injury 
since Jan. 7.  

"When it first happened and we had all the information, they told me they 
expected it to be about two weeks," said Keefe. "He is sort of trending 
that way. I think he might've gotten on the ice for a little bit today. I am 
not quite sure how that went. I haven't gotten an update on it. I think he 
has been progressing based on when I bumped into him, but he is not 
feeling ready yet to get back to full participation." 

Keefe refused to reveal his starting goalie for Tuesday's game against 
the Florida Panthers.  

"You'll find out tomorrow," the coach said with a grin. 

But after watching Matt Murray lose in Boston on Saturday, Ilya 
Samsonov sounded like he'd be in. He's certainly gearing up for a 
showdown with expert agitator Matthew Tkachuk.  
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"He is sneaky," Samsonov said. "It's really hard to play against him. He's 
like a mosquito for a goalie, for a defenceman. But he's a good player, a 
good leader for Florida. It will be interesting. I like to play these guys who 
are the best players in the league. It's so interesting." 

This will be Tkachuk's first game against Toronto since joining the 
Atlantic Division.  

"It's going to be interesting now having both the brothers in the division," 
Matthews said. "He's a competitor. He's a guy who plays hard every 
night. It doesn't matter who he's going up against, he's going to be living 
around the net and wreaking havoc. He brings a lot more to the table 
than just scoring goals and skill. He's a competitor out there as well." 

Keefe was asked if Wayne Simmonds could be used to keep Tkachuk in 
check.  

"With all respect to Wayne, I don't know if any player would have any sort 
of impact on Tkachuk and how he plays," said Keefe. "Players like him 
don't get thrown off based on that. They are who they are. They are 
ultimate competitors. It doesn't faze them. I know they go into games 
knowing they are not going to have to fight anyone like that, so they are 
just going to go in, do their thing, and be who they are. [There are] lots of 
other ways we have to be conscious of a player of that calibre, which is 
to make him defend, keep him away from our net, and not let him feel 
good about his game. That is more of my focus going into tomorrow." 

Samsonov says 'sneaky' Tkachuk is like a 'mosquito'; Keefe mum on 
starter 

Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe, goalie Ilya Samsonov and forward 
Auston Matthews talk about the challenges of facing a player such as 
Matthew Tkachuk and all the things that he can do on the ice. 

Simmonds dropped the gloves with fellow veteran winger Nick 
Foligno early in Saturday's game. The marathon tilt energized the Leafs.  

"That was a big moment for us," Matthews said. "I thought it kind of got 
our bench awake a little bit and turned the tide as well." 

Simmonds and Foligno tapped each other after the bout.  

"We both were smiling ear to ear," Simmonds said. "That's a guy I have 
tremendous respect for. He's been in this league a long time and a very 
tough player. He's a very honest player at the same time. I just tried to 
get the juices going." 

Things weren't as cordial at the end of the second period when players 
on both teams met at centre ice following the buzzer.  

"They got a little mad at Bunts and they all just surrounded him," 
Simmonds said. "They all just kind of jumped off the bench and attacked 
him so I went in to defend my guy."  

Simmonds and A.J Greer received misconducts.  

"If you're going to come after Bergy like that you got to respond," Greer 
told reporters. "I was just going to tell [Bunting], 'Hey, like, if you're going 
to do that you have to pick your head up.' I got to the penalty box and I 
told Simmonds, 'You would've done the same thing.' And he's like, 'Yeah, 
I would.'" 

'We both were smiling ear to ear': Simmonds fight with Foligno energizes 
Leafs 

Veteran forwards Wayne Simmonds and Nick Foligno dropped the 
gloves early in Saturday's game in Boston. "We both were smiling ear to 
ear," Simmonds said. "That's a guy I have tremendous respect for ... I 
just tried to get the juices going." It worked. "That was a big moment for 
us," said Auston Matthews. "I thought it kind of got our bench awake a 
little bit and turned the tides." 

Who is Matthews rooting for in the Australian Open?  

"I was kind of hopping on the [Nick] Kyrgios bandwagon, but I saw he 
pulled out today," Matthews said. "I don't see anybody beating [Novak] 

Djokovic ... The way he's been playing, it's going to be a tough guy to 
knock off." 

Kyrgios withdrew from the season's first major due to a knee injury. 
Matthews had been looking forward to watching the Australian.  

"He's super polarizing, but whether you like it or not, he's a blast to watch 
play," Matthews said. "Whether it's doubles or singles, you know he's 
going to make it entertaining. I guess I have mixed opinions on him and 
what I feel about him but, in the end, it doesn't really matter. I just enjoy 
watching him play tennis." 

Matthews started playing tennis himself in recent years and recently 
dropped a close match against Nylander.  

"Obviously, I haven't been playing a whole lot throughout the season," he 
said with a smile, "but I've made a lot of strides since last year so I'm 
pretty happy with how it's progressing." 

We're sorry, this content is only available for viewing in Canada. 72 

Kyrgios withdraws from Australian Open with injury 

Australian Open contender Nick Kyrgios has withdrawn from the 
tournament with injury in a huge blow to local hopes. Kyrgios reported he 
was suffering from knee issues, which include a meniscus tear and a cyst 
- with both issues predicted to get worse if he competed at the Australian 
Open. 

Monday marked the first time since the pandemic started that 
journalists were allowed to enter the Leafs dressing room without 
wearing a mask.  

Lines at Monday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Jarnkrok - Tavares - Marner  

McMann - Kampf - Engvall  

Aston-Reese - Kerfoot - Hunt/Simmonds  

Rielly - Liljegren  

Giordano - Holl  

Benn - Timmins  

Murray  

Samsonov  

Power-play units at Monday's practice:  

QB: Marner  

Flanks: Matthews, Nylander  

Middle: Tavares  

Net front: Bunting  

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Timmins, Jarnkrok  

Middle: Engvall 

Net front: McMann  
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TSN.CA / A plea to the NHL from a playoff purist 

 

Travis Yost 
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5–7 minutes 

 

To say I am a purist about playoff structure would be an understatement. 

I’m sympathetic to how leagues envision regular-season formats and 
trying to strike the perfect balance between entertainment value, 
competition, and maximizing operating margins. 

The playoffs, however, are a different animal. I have been at TSN for 
nine years now and I doubt there has been a topic I’ve railed harder 
against than the league’s current playoff format and qualification system. 

While I’m sympathetic to some of the challenges the league faces 
(logistics, arena availabilities, and regular-season scheduling imbalance 
– more on this in a minute), it shouldn’t marginalize or negate a league’s 
need for competitive fairness when the games matter most. 

Reward the teams that dominate your regular season. Create a format 
and structure that puts fans in seats, eyeballs on televisions, and works 
towards the type of best-versus-best format we want deep in the 
postseason. 

The NHL is missing the mark here, owing in large part to an obsession 
with creating divisional-based playoff formats where teams must first 
advance out of their division before entering the conference 
championships. Because the NHL relies on a divisional format, the 
structure underpinning it creates a mess of inefficiency – not only are 
there two floating wild-card teams in each conference, but the second 
and third seeds in each division must play each other in the opening 
round. 

The forced two-versus-three series is guaranteed to deliver favourable or 
unfavourable matchups for as long as a talent imbalance across divisions 
exists. We have seen this play out for a number of years now. Consider 
some of these first-round matchups since the format changed: 

This is just a quick sampling but look not just at the quality of the two 
seeds in these divisions (averaging 112 points, which tends to be on the 
outside of Presidents’ Trophy contention) and the quality of their first-
round opponents on the road. Some of these teams would have won 
other divisions outright in their respective seasons. Instead, the NHL 
throws them into a first-round gauntlet. 

And because playoff formats are zero-sum, the assembly of 
elite matchups like this means weak opening-round series elsewhere. 
Last season provided perhaps the greatest example yet. Tampa Bay 
(110 points) and St. Louis (109 points) had to play on the road against 
two elite teams – the 115-point Toronto Maple Leafs and the 113-point 
Minnesota Wild –  while the Edmonton Oilers (104 points) hosted a home 
playoff round against the Los Angeles Kings (99 points). There is simply 
nothing good nor fair about that. 

Let’s translate that back to this season. Again, to make this format work, 
you require talent balance across conferences and divisions, reasonably 
speaking. In the case of this year, the talent imbalance exists at the 
conference level, with more high-end teams in the East and more 
minnows in the West. 

Here’s what we are pacing towards this year: 

You can see which teams are going to get squeezed this year: the 
Lightning and Maple Leafs, who were in a similar spot just one season 
ago. It’s remarkable to me that one of these two teams – both of whom 
are pacing for 110 points by season end – will likely finish in the top five 
of the NHL standings and open the postseason on the road. Meanwhile, 
every single seed in the West is pacing for an equivalent or fewer 
number of points, and will have an easier opponent in most 
circumstances. 

I want to address the scheduling imbalance piece. Supporters of 
the current format will point out that these teams do not play a perfectly 
balanced schedule, meaning quality of competition over the aggregate is 
different for teams. While that is true, I’m going to show you why it’s 

mostly bunk, and why it shouldn’t play a primary role in 
deciding postseason matchups. 

Consider both the Lightning and Maple Leafs, headed towards another 
doomsday matchup in a few months. Let’s look at how they have 
accumulated those point totals by breaking it out by division: 

In every scenario, Tampa Bay and Toronto are playing against playoff 
paces (and in most cases, elite-level playoff paces) irrespective of the 
type of their opponent. 

This isn’t a story about the Lightning and Maple Leafs getting fat against 
Atlantic Division foes – it’s a story about them pummeling the 
Central Division into oblivion and faring quite well against the 
Metro Division as well. Their reward will likely be facing one another 
come April. 

There are varying opinions on what format the NHL should use. I’d love 
for the league to break all boundaries and create a one-versus-16 format 
that’s even blind to conferences; considering the logistical challenges 
that may ensue, straight one-versus-eight seeding by conference may be 
the right note to strike. 

But forcing two and three seeds within a division to play each other in the 
opening round must end. The only thing these matchups do is serve to 
create arbitrarily easier paths for some teams and harder paths for 
others. 

That’s not the spirit of playoff hockey. 
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