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Hurricanes attempt to draw shape of North Carolina while blindfolded 
Skjei, Pacioretty put their art skills to the test in new video 

By Anna Kulesa  

The Carolina Hurricanes pulled out the blindfolds and the 
magic markers. 

Brady Skjei and Max Pacioretty attempted to draw the outline 
of North Carolina while blindfolded in a new video posted by 
the Hurricanes on Twitter. 

Skjei was partnered up with Brett Pesce and Pacioretty 
partnered up with Paul Stastny, who talked them through the 
drawings. 

The results were mixed. 

Skjei's focused on nailing the basic outline of the state, 
keeping his lines straight and didn't bother with too many 

details. The Hurricanes defenseman was impressed with his 
finished product and Pesce was proud of his partner. 

"Wow. That's special Skjeis," Pesce said while admiring 
Skjei's drawing. 

Pacioretty was more concerned about nailing the details of 
the state. 

"This is really hard…the coast is impossible," Pacioretty said 
before attempting his drawing. 

The Hurricanes forward sped his way through his sketch, 
making sure to get the details of the coast right. Stastny was 
impressed with the squiggles in the finished product. 

The drawings will not be hung in a gallery anytime soon. 

 
 
 

 

Wild play the Hurricanes following Spurgeon’s 2-goal game 
Minnesota Wild (25-14-4, third in the Central Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (27-9-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Minnesota Wild visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes after Jared Spurgeon’s two-goal game against 
the Washington Capitals in the Wild’s 4-2 win. 

Carolina has a 13-5-2 record in home games and a 27-9-8 
record overall. The Hurricanes are 23-4-4 in games they 
score at least three goals. 

Minnesota has a 25-14-4 record overall and a 12-6-3 record 
on the road. The Wild are 21-6-3 in games they score at 
least three goals. 

Thursday’s game is the second meeting between these 
teams this season. The Wild won 2-1 in overtime in the 
previous meeting. Spurgeon led the Wild with two goals. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Martin Necas has 17 goals and 22 
assists for the Hurricanes. Max Pacioretty has scored three 
goals over the past 10 games. 

Kirill Kaprizov has 25 goals and 27 assists for the Wild. Sam 
Steel has two goals and seven assists over the past 10 
games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 3.4 goals, 
5.6 assists, 4.5 penalties and nine penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.5 goals per game. 

Wild: 6-2-2, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.2 assists, 3.8 penalties 
and 9.6 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake 
Gardiner: out (hip/back), Max Pacioretty: day to day (lower 
body). 

Wild: None listed. 
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Wolves shut out by Nedeljkovic in only game action this week 
But, never fear: Pyotr Kochetkov is back! 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 12-17-3-1, 28 points  

Goals/Game: 2.91 

Goals Against/Game: 3.91 

Shots/Game: 26.24 

Shots Against/Game: 32.00 

Power Play % (Rank): 16.4% (28th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 82.6% (11th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Malte Stromwall (24) 

Most Goals: Vasily Ponomarev (9) 

Most Assists: Stromwall (17) 

Next Game: Tuesday, January 17 at Manitoba 

(stats as of January 16, 2023) 

Christmas may have come a little bit late for the Chicago 
Wolves but a gift is a gift — goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov has 
been reassigned to the AHL from the Carolina Hurricanes 
after a very successful NHL stint. The reassignment isn’t a 
reflection of Kochetkov’s skill or future — he is still very much 
The Future Guy in Carolina. Rather, it’s a reflection on the 
fact that carrying three goalies is challenging, and ultimately 
Kochetkov needs to be playing, not sitting on the bench 
waiting for either Andersen or Raanta to falter. 

Kochetkov will have plenty of chances to play with Chicago 
as they hit the road for the next few weeks. They have seven 
games over the next 14 days, including three sets of back to 
backs. While the Wolves have spent most of the season 
splitting back to backs between Zach Sawchenko and Cale 
Morris, Morris has undoubtedly struggled this year. Out of all 
AHL goaltenders who have played five or more games this 

season, Morris has the worst goals against average in the 
league (5.21). The only goaltenders with worse 
performances have played three or fewer games.  

So Kochetkov’s return comes right on time and will be even 
more important to the Wolves than the return of any of the 
players they’ve gotten back recently from injuries. Perhaps 
with Kochetkov, the Wolves will get a few goalie wins, like 
the Grand Rapids Griffins did in the Wolves’ last game.  

Zach Sawchenko and Alex Nedeljkovic faced off in a very 
low-event goaltenders duel, resulting in a 1-0 win for the 
Griffins. Sawchenko saw just 20 shots; Nedeljkovic saw 27. 
This was the first time in 16 games in which the Wolves 
outshot their opponent; the last time was on December 3 
against Iowa.  

While the Wolves had the upper hand in shots, they weren’t 
taking particularly dangerous ones, with many of their shots 
coming from the circles or back towards the blue line, and 
only a small number being fired from close to the goaltender. 
The Griffins only goal — and only goal of the game — came 
just four minutes into the first period. Rookie forward Cross 
Hanas fired a sharp angle shot which found its way in on 
Sawchenko’s stick side.  

And that was all Grand Rapids needed. Both teams failed to 
convert on the power play, and despite a dominant third 
period from the Wolves, where they outshot Grand Rapids 7-
1, they couldn’t find the equalizer. 

The Wolves are back in action tonight as their road trip takes 
them to Winnipeg to face the Manitoba Moose. The Wolves 
have faced the Moose only once so far this season, back on 
October 21, where they suffered a 5-2 loss. The Moose have 
struggled as of late, losing five of their last 10 games and 
dropping to fifth in the Central Division.  

Game 33: Chicago Wolves 0, Grand Rapids Griffins 1 

Scoring: nope  

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 19 of 20, 0.950 sv%  
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Four losses in eight days: What happened to Carolina’s 11-game win streak?  
By Sam Overton 

In the blink of an eye, the Carolina Hurricanes went from an 
11-game win streak — their longest in franchise history — to 
four straight losses riddled with errors, not to mention last 
Sunday’s soporific loss to the Vancouver Canucks. 

What went wrong, and how can head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour’s squad of talented hockey players fix it? From 
reshuffling a shallow defense to fixing the power play once 
and for all, there’s plenty Carolina can look toward in the 
latter half of the regular season. After all, a playoff bid is all 
but guaranteed at this point — the Hurricanes just need to 
capitalize on their talent and maybe consider a few line 
changes. 

Lackluster goaltending 

The return of netminder Frederik Andersen during Jan. 12’s 
game in Columbus was encouraging, to say the least — 
especially given fellow goalie Pyotr Kochetkov’s slump after 
posting a 7-0-1 record in December. That being said, backup 
goaltender Antti Raanta wasn’t looking so hot, either, and 
given Andersen’s medical history, Carolina needs both of its 
backup goalies to shape up or ship out. 

In a way, Kochetkov is doing both — Hurricanes general 
manager Don Waddell announced on Jan. 16 that the rookie 
had been reassigned to the Chicago Wolves, Carolina’s AHL 
affiliate, after a particularly rough performance against the 
Canucks. In doing so, Andersen and Raanta will have more 
room to practice while Kochetkov builds up momentum in 
Chicago. 

Hopefully, we’ll see more of Andersen over the coming 
weeks, but it would be nice to see an improvement from 
Raanta, as well. He effectively saved Carolina from dropping 
out of the playoffs in round one last season after Andersen’s 
MCL tear, and the veteran goalie has quickly become a fan 
favorite. 

Who’s on second? 

Finding the center to compliment Carolina’s two best 
forwards — Martin Necas and Andrei Svechnikov — has 
been a seemingly endless battle on Brind’Amour’s front over 
the past several weeks. At the beginning of the season, it 
was Jesperi Kotkaniemi, but Paul Stastny has stepped up 
recently to take center ice between Necas and Svechnikov. 

The trouble is, Kotkaniemi keeps getting better and better — 
and while you can’t say Stastny has been playing poorly, 

maybe it’s time to pull Kotkaniemi out of the bottom six. He 
ranks ahead of Stastny in goals and points, and he’s pushing 
the best faceoff stats of his career. 

Power play woes continue 

It’s a disappointingly impressive feat to not score a single 
power play goal against the worst penalty killers in the 
league, and that’s just what the Hurricanes pulled off on 
Sunday, Jan. 15 against the Canucks. 

In light of Vancouver’s 66.7% penalty kill, 20 percentage 
points behind the Boston Bruins, you would’ve expected at 
least one power play goal from the same team that put up 67 
shots against the Nashville Predators, but that wasn’t the 
case. In fact, in between Carolina’s two games on Jan. 10 
and Jan. 12, the Hurricanes were 0-7 on the power play but 
3-9 on shorthanded goals. That’s pretty remarkable. 

In the coming weeks and months, Carolina’s offensive lines 
need to put an extended emphasis on the man advantage at 
practice. There’s no reason a team with their level of 
offensive success should do poorly on the power play. 

Does Carolina’s third pairing need depth? 

It’s not the Jaccob Slavin/Brent Burns or Brady Skjei/Brett 
Pesce defensive duos that need work — we need a stable, 
successful third pairing, and Dylan Coghlan just isn’t going to 
cut it. For that matter, does Carolina need to upgrade Jalen 
Chatfield or Calvin de Haan? 

Personally, I’m not so sure they do. Chalking up the 
Hurricanes’ recent losses to poor goaltending, as I 
mentioned earlier, all three of Carolina’s defensive pairings 
have performed well. Chatfield in particular has stepped up, 
scoring four goals since Dec. 22. Although not as flashy as 
Caniacs would like, de Haan is a hockey veteran with plenty 
of experience under his belt. 

At the end of the day, Brind’Amour’s faith in Chatfield and de 
Haan will serve them both well. Especially under the 
guidance of defensive superstars like Slavin and Burns, 
there’s no reason Carolina should drop either member of the 
third pairing. They might do well to trade Coghlan, though. 
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Hockey Things: What Caught Our Eye (Jan. 16) 
P.K. Subban returned to Montreal, a college hockey player 
scored a wicked goal, and the Carolina Hurricanes’ mascot 
pranked a Canucks fan. 

By Avry Lewis-McDougall 

As the first month of 2023 chugs along, so does the rest of 
the hockey world, from the NHL and beyond. Here are three 
more stories we had our eye on from this past week in the 
sport.  

P.K. Subban Returns to the Bell Centre  

This past Thursday, the Montreal Canadiens took on the 
Nashville Predators, but the game took a back seat to a 
ceremony honoring one of the best and charismatic players 
to ever don the franchise's colors in recent years. 

The Canadiens held a special pre-game ceremony to honor 
the career of the now-retired P.K. Subban in front of their 
home fans, and you could tell from the minute he stepped 
onto the ice, the fans and city still have a tremendous 
amount of love for him. 

The ceremony ended with Carey Price and P.K. Subban 
taking part in one more triple low five on the ice to turn back 

the clock – it was easily the best way to put a bow on the 
festivities.  

Behind-the-Back Goal Goes Viral 

Hockey has quite a few moments where players have scored 
with their back to the goal, with the most famous one being 
Alex Ovechkin's goal in his rookie season. In ACC Hockey, 
North Carolina's Patrick O'Shaughnessy joined the ranks in 
his effort against Virginia Tech.  

Is it the college hockey goal of the year so far? It has to be 
the clubhouse leader, and you never know, maybe we'll see 
someone at NHL All-Star Weekend try to re-create it.  

Stormy Pranks Canucks Fan with a 'Seat Upgrade' 

If you're a visiting fan to a Carolina Hurricanes game, you 
may want to be careful of a seat upgrade from the team 
mascot, Stormy. A Canucks fan learned the hard way that a 
different view of the game meant a view outside of PNC 
Arena.  

If you're a visiting fan in Raleigh for future games, it may be 
for the best going forward to decline any and all seat 
upgrades from Stormy, no matter what part of the arena 
you're sitting in.  

 
 

 
 
 

Wolves Blanked by Moose 2-0 

In the second stop of their season-long, six-game road trip, 
the Chicago Wolves fell to the Manitoba Moose 2-0 on 
Tuesday night in Winnipeg. 

Nicholas Jones and Brayden Burke scored and goaltender 
Oskari Salminen made 25 saves to record the shutout for the 
Moose, who defeated the Wolves for the second time in two 
meetings this season. 

In his fifth consecutive start, Zachary Sawchenko made 22 
saves in goal for the Wolves but it wasn’t enough as Chicago 
was held off the scoreboard for the second game in a row. 

After a scoreless opening period, the Moose got on the 
board early in the second on a goal by Jones and made it 2-
0 midway through the third when Burke found the back of the 
net. 

The Wolves fell to 12-18-3-1 on the season while the Moose 
improved to 19-12-2-1. 

Up next: The Wolves will stay in Manitoba to face the Moose 
on Wednesday (7 p.m., AHLTV). 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 18, 2023 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-attempt-to-draw-shape-of-north-carolina-while-blindfolded/c-340090128 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-jared-spurgeon-max-pacioretty-6840f8463ed94c7fa1f379f366422e4d 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/17/23558344/ahl-chicago-wolves-shut-out-by-grand-rapids-griffins-alex-nedeljkovic-in-only-game-action-this-

week 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/four-losses-in-eight-days-what-happened-to-carolina-s-11-game-win-streak/article_120eb652-96d8-11ed-

b547-47a7ee42e74d.html 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/hockey-things-what-caught-our-eye-jan-16 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/01/17/wolves-blanked-by-moose-2-0/ 
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Wild-Washington game recap 

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune  

JANUARY 17, 2023 — 9:26PM 

 

Star Tribune's Three Stars 

1. Jared Spurgeon, Wild: The captain scored twice, including the game-
winner. 

2. Filip Gustavsson, Wild: The goaltender picked up 34 saves. 

3. Connor Dewar, Wild: The center assisted on a pair of goals. 
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Spurgeon scores twice, Wild beat Caps to win 3rd straight 

 

By STEPHEN WHYNO Associated Press  

JANUARY 17, 2023 — 11:15PM 

 

WASHINGTON — Filip Gustavsson made the save of the game by 
seeing the puck out of the corner of his eye just before it went into the 
net. His Minnesota teammates scored three goals by making sure 
Washington goaltender Charlie Lindgren couldn't see the puck at all. 

Captain Jared Spurgeon scored twice, fellow defenseman Jonas Brodin 
also had a goal with traffic in front of the net and the Wild beat the 
Capitals 4-2 on Tuesday night to extend their winning streak to three 

games. All three came with a big forward setting a screen in front of 
Lindgren: 6-foot-6 Jordan Greenway on Spurgeon's first goal, 6-2 Ryan 
Reaves on Brodin's and 6-2 Brandon Duhaime on Spurgeon's second. 

"We had a lot of great screens, guys going to the net and creating havoc 
down there," Spurgeon said. "They're great screens. The goalie can't get 
out of the net and you cut the angles down and you can't see them as 
well. It's something we preach all the time. 

As Gustavsson pointed out, it's hard for a goaltender to stop a shot he 
can't see. He made the highlight of the night on Marcus Johansson with 
under four minutes left, kicking the puck from one heel to the other with 
his skate blades while it was on the goal line and preventing it from 
crossing it. 

"I don't know how it didn't go in, but that's how it goes sometimes, I 
guess," Johansson said. 

Gustavsson, who finished with 34 saves, did not do it accidentally. 

"You need to stop it somehow," he said. "You just try and figure out how 
to move that part of your body." 

Big bodies blocking Lindgren's view compensated for the Wild being 
outshot 36-22 by the Capitals, who were playing the second half of a 
back to back after rallying to win in overtime Monday at the New York 
Islanders. The Wild erased multiple deficits in this one and sealed it with 
an empty-netter from Joel Eriksson Ek to get their road trip off to a strong 
start. 

"Hopefully, we can keep that momentum going," coach Dean Evason 
said. 

Gustavsson was excellent all night, validating the coaching staff's 
decision to start him instead of going back to three-time Stanley Cup 
winner Marc-Andre Fleury. His 12 saves in the first period alone kept the 
game within reach for Minnesota despite putting just three shots on goal 
in the opening 20 minutes. 

Alex Ovechkin assisted on Capitals goals by Martin Fehervary and Dylan 
Strome, who ended a four-game point drought. Washington has lost four 
of its six games, going 0 for 13 on the power play during that stretch. 

"Like everything through the course of a long season, it goes through 
peaks and valleys and times when it is clicking and it is rolling and times 
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when it was not," coach Peter Laviolette said. "We will continue to work 
on it, and we know we got the right guys out there." 

NOTES: Minnesota's Connor Dewar had two assists for his second 
multipoint game of the season and third of his NHL career. ... Capitals 
center Nic Dowd will be out for "a bit" because of an undisclosed lower-
body injury Laviolette said. ... Winger Anthony Mantha was a healthy 
scratch for Washington for the third time in five games, replaced by 
Nicolas Aube-Kubel. Center Evgeny Kuznetsov was demoted to the 
fourth line after a rough game Monday night on Long Island. 
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Wild's screens in second-period takeover help stop Capitals 4-2 

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune  

JANUARY 17, 2023 — 10:29PM 

 

WASHINGTON — Jordan Greenway, Ryan Reaves and Brandon 
Duhaime didn't shoot the puck in the net or even make a pass to the 
player who did. 

But without their presence on the ice, the Wild probably wouldn't have 
scored at all. 

"They took my eyes away on those goals," Capitals goaltender Charlie 
Lindgren said. 

All three players took turns setting up as screens in front of the 
Washington net, the catalyst for a 4-2 rally by the Wild on Tuesday in 
front of 18,573 at Capital One Arena that kicked off the team's four-game 
road trip with their third straight victory. 

"There's good goalies in this league," Reaves said. "They see the puck, 
they're going to stop it. So our line especially made a point of that today, 
and it worked out." 

Captain Jared Spurgeon had a pair of shots benefit from that traffic, 
including the final go-ahead goal, and Connor Dewar's two assists put an 
exclamation point on the boost provided by his line with Reaves and 
Duhaime. 

"The goals aren't scoring chances unless somebody is standing in front 
of the goaltender, which our commitment was great in that area," Wild 
coach Dean Evason said. 

At the other end, Wild goalie Filip Gustavsson was sharp, turning aside 
34 pucks while improving to 10-2 over his past 12 starts with a 1.67 
goals-against average and .940 save percentage in that span. He has 
given up two or fewer goals in 13 of 17 starts this season, a new career 
high, and Gustavsson made a clutch stop in the waning minutes when he 
clipped a piece of a Marcus Johansson try with his right skate blade for a 
scorpion-style save. 

"You need to stop it somehow," Gustavsson said. "You just try and figure 
out how to move that part of your body and lift it a little bit." 

Joel Eriksson Ek dumped his 15th goal of the season into an empty net 
with 54 seconds to go, but it was pressure around the blue paint that 
helped spark the Wild's other finishes. 

After the Capitals' Martin Fehervary polished off a give-and-go with Alex 
Ovechkin 18:57 into the first period, the Wild turned the page on their 
sluggish start only 50 seconds into the second when Spurgeon walked 
into a Washington clearing attempt for a shot that sailed by Lakeville's 

Lindgren while Greenway (6 feet, 6 inches) was standing in front of the 
former St. Cloud State netminder. 

"Once we got to moving our feet and holding onto pucks down there is 
when things turned for us," Spurgeon said, "and we had a lot of great 
screens, guys going to the net and creating havoc down there." 

A Dylan Strome deflection at 5:05 reinstated the Capitals' lead, but again 
the Wild responded with a goal from their blue line. 

This time, Jonas Brodin flung a puck by Lindgren at 13:12 after circling 
the zone while Reaves (6-2) stood in the shot's path. Brodin's goal was 
his first of the season and first since April 28, 2022, vs. the Flames. 

"It's fun for me," Reaves said. "It's part of the game. It's hard to move 
me." 

Then with 1:45 left in the second, Spurgeon wound up from the right 
point and capitalized as Duhaime (6-2) was just outside the crease; 
Reaves was nearby, too, and snagged an assist on the play. With seven 
multigoal games in his career, Spurgeon tied Matt Dumba for the most 
among Wild defensemen. 

"It's really frustrating," Lindgren said. "For them to score three goals like 
that, that hurts. It doesn't feel good." 

Washington attempted its own comeback in the third period and had two 
looks on the power play, but the Wild denied both chances to go 3-for-3 
on the penalty kill; their power play went 0-for-2. 

Gustavsson was especially locked in during the third period; he racked 
up 14 saves in that period, and the Wild ended up dishing out a season-
high 33 hits. 

But it was their posture around the Capitals net that really made life 
difficult for Washington. 

"If you can't see the puck," Gustavsson said, "you can't save it." 
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Wild coach Dean Evason got early look at Alex Ovechkin's potential 

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune  

JANUARY 17, 2023 — 5:10PM 

 

WASHINGTON — Wild coach Dean Evason was an assistant with the 
Capitals for seven seasons, a stint he began in 2005 when a newcomer 
to the NHL named Alex Ovechkin was making his debut with 
Washington. 

"Taught him everything that he knows. One hundred percent. Ask him," 
Evason said with a straight face before eventually breaking into a smile. 

Fast forward 17 years and the rookie Evason once knew is now chasing 
Wayne Gretzky's record as the top goal scorer of all time, a potential 
Evason spotted in Ovechkin during their first season together. 

"I think we all did watching World Juniors before he even got here how 
great he was," Evason said. "What was very impressive was his work 
ethic when he first got here. Sure, he's got the skill set and everybody 
knows the one-timer. But to watch him train, watch him compete in 
practice and in the gym and be the teammate that he was and is 
obviously still, he's one of the greatest of our game." 

Last Saturday, Ovechkin tied Mike Gartner for the most 30-goal seasons 
in league history at 17. 
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That 30th goal was his 810th overall, moving him 84 shy of Gretzky's 
record of 894. Back in December, Ovechkin passed Gordie Howe (801) 
for second place. 

"He's got a lot of goals on me, that's for sure," said Wild goalie Marc-
Andre Fleury, and Fleury's right; the 25 goals Ovechkin has scored 
against him is Ovechkin's most vs. any NHL netminder. 

"He's a guy that doesn't miss much hockey, right?" Fleury said. "He's 
been consistent his whole career scoring goals. That's something you 
can't say too much." 

Ovechkin, in his 18th season, is only the 11th NHLer age 37 or older to 
post 30 goals in a season, and he's the fastest to achieve the feat for that 
age bracket (45 games). 

"The highlights we see it doesn't look like he's lost too many steps," said 
Evason, who oversaw the team's forwards when he was on the Capitals' 
staff. "He certainly hasn't lost his shot. He hasn't lost his desire. 

"…He's still such a physical presence, and he's so strong. I don't miss 
doing battle drills with him after practice." 

Cap crunch 

After signing forward Matt Boldy to a seven-year, $49 million contract 
extension on Monday, the Wild have approximately $9 million in salary 
cap space for next season. 

With eight players on the current roster on expiring deals, the team could 
be faced with some "tough decisions," as General Manager Bill Guerin 
put it. 

"We only have so much money to give," Guerin said. "We've got to be 
able to fit guys in the puzzle. It's that simple. I can't say we're gonna 
trade certain guys; I can't say we're not. I can't say we're gonna be able 
to let guys go or whatever. This is a work in progress. But [re-signing 
Boldy] is the first piece of the puzzle that we got done." 

Although the Wild might have to make moves in the summer to create 
more flexibility, Guerin said, the team isn't feeling the pinch right now. 

The Wild's projected cap space for this season is just under $4 million. 

"I like our team," Guerin said. "I'm not actively trying to move anybody. 
We're status quo this year. This doesn't affect us this year. When we get 
to the summer, we'll see who we have and what we're able to do." 

Goalie shuffle 

Filip Gustavsson was in net vs. Washington, the eighth consecutive 
game the Wild switched starts between him and Fleury, but Evason said 
this isn't intentional. 

"Both have played really well," Evason explained. "We debated if we go 
back to Flower [on Tuesday], and Gus had such a good game a couple 
games ago. So, it's not a conscious effort to rotate them. Both deserve to 
be in the net." 
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Capitals take on the Wild after overtime win 

 

Staff Report 

The Associated Press  

JANUARY 17, 2023 — 2:00AM 

 

Minnesota Wild (24-14-4, third in the Central Division) vs. Washington 
Capitals (24-16-6, fourth in the Metropolitan Division) 

Washington; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK NHL LINE: Wild -124, Capitals +104; 
over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: The Minnesota Wild visit the Washington Capitals after 
the Capitals defeated the New York Islanders 4-3 in overtime. 

Washington has a 13-7-3 record at home and a 24-16-6 record overall. 
The Capitals have a +21 scoring differential, with 148 total goals scored 
and 127 conceded. 

Minnesota is 24-14-4 overall and 11-6-3 on the road. The Wild have a 
10-2-1 record in games their opponents commit more penalties. 

The teams meet Tuesday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Conor Sheary has scored 11 goals with 17 assists 
for the Capitals. Alex Ovechkin has eight goals and one assist over the 
last 10 games. 

Kirill Kaprizov has scored 25 goals with 27 assists for the Wild. Sam 
Steel has two goals and seven assists over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Capitals: 5-3-2, averaging 3.7 goals, 5.8 assists, 3.4 
penalties and 7.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.6 goals per game. 

Wild: 5-3-2, averaging three goals, five assists, 4.1 penalties and 11.6 
penalty minutes while giving up 2.4 goals per game. 

INJURIES: Capitals: Nic Dowd: day to day (lower-body), Carl Hagelin: 
out (hip), John Carlson: out (face), Connor Brown: out (lower body). 

Wild: None listed. 
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Filip Gustavsson starts in goal for Wild against Alex Ovechkin and 
Capitals 

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune 

 JANUARY 17, 2023 — 11:51AM 

 

WASHINGTON — The Wild are back on the East Coast for another road 
trip, and this one kicks off against Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals. 

Washington was in action on Monday night, rallying from a three-goal 
deficit to win 4-3 in overtime against the New York Islanders. 

"Obviously, they didn't quit," Wild coach Dean Evason said. "They were 
down three, and hopefully they expended a lot of energy. But it doesn't 
matter: These guys are in such phenomenal shape. 

"… They'll be ready to go. They'll come in with some momentum 
obviously from what they did at the end of the hockey game last night. 
So, we've got to be ready at the drop of the puck." 

Filip Gustavsson will get the start in net, and that's the only lineup change 
the Wild are making. 

This is the eighth straight game the Wild have switched starts between 
Gustavsson and Marc-Andre Fleury, but Evason said this isn't an 
intentional rotation. 

"Both deserve to be in the net," he said. 
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Leading the way for the Capitals is Ovechkin, who's already at 30 goals 
this season and is second all-time in the NHL after surpassing Gordie 
Howe earlier this season. At 810 career goals, Ovechkin is 84 behind 
first-place Wayne Gretzky (894). 

"The highlights we see it doesn't look like he's lost too many steps," said 
Evason, who was an assistant with Washington when Ovechkin broke 
into the NHL. "He certainly hasn't lost his shot. He hasn't lost his desire. 
We saw the hit he put on last night on [Jean-Gabriel] Pageua, my gosh 
he's still such a physical presence and he's so strong. I don't miss doing 
battle drills with him after practice." 

About the Capitals 

At 24-16-6, the Capitals rank fourth in the Metropolitan Division with 54 
points. They're 5-3-2 over their last 10 games. In their past 12 contests 
vs. the Wild, the Capitals are 9-2-1. During the second half of a back-to-
back, Washington is 1-3-1. Ovechkin has 31 points in 19 career games 
vs. the Wild. 
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Spurgeon’s two goals lift Wild past Washington for third straight win 

 

By STEPHEN WHYNO | Associated Press 

PUBLISHED January 17, 2023 at 8:50 p.m. | UPDATED: January 17, 
2023 at 9:19 p.m. 

 

WASHINGTON — Filip Gustavsson made the save of the game by 
seeing the puck out of the corner of his eye just before it went into the 
net. His Minnesota teammates scored three goals by making sure 
Washington goaltender Charlie Lindgren couldn’t see the puck at all. 

Captain Jared Spurgeon scored twice, fellow defenseman Jonas Brodin 
also had a goal with traffic in front of the net, and the Wild beat the 
Capitals 4-2 on Tuesday night to extend their winning streak to three 
games. 

All three goals came with a big forward setting a screen in front of 
Lindgren: 6-foot-6 Jordan Greenway on Spurgeon’s first goal, 6-2 Ryan 
Reaves on Brodin’s and 6-2 Brandon Duhaime on Spurgeon’s second. 

“We had a lot of great screens, guys going to the net and creating havoc 
down there,” Spurgeon said. “They’re great screens. The goalie can’t get 
out of the net, and you cut the angles down and you can’t see them as 
well. It’s something we preach all the time. 

As Gustavsson pointed out, it’s hard for a goaltender to stop a shot he 
can’t see. He made the highlight of the night on Marcus Johansson with 
under four minutes left, kicking the puck from one heel to the other with 
his skate blades while it was on the goal line and preventing it from 
crossing it. 

“I don’t know how it didn’t go in, but that’s how it goes sometimes, I 
guess,” Johansson said. 

Gustavsson, who finished with 34 saves, did not do it accidentally. 

“You need to stop it somehow,” he said. “You just try and figure out how 
to move that part of your body.” 

Big bodies blocking Lindgren’s view compensated for the Wild being 
outshot 36-22 by the Capitals, who were playing the second half of a 
back to back after rallying to win in overtime Monday at the New York 
Islanders. The Wild erased multiple deficits in this one and sealed it with 

an empty-netter from Joel Eriksson Ek to get their road trip off to a strong 
start. 

“Hopefully, we can keep that momentum going,” coach Dean Evason 
said. 

Gustavsson was excellent all night, validating the coaching staff’s 
decision to start him instead of going back to three-time Stanley Cup 
winner Marc-Andre Fleury. His 12 saves in the first period alone kept the 
game within reach for Minnesota despite putting just three shots on goal 
in the opening 20 minutes. 

Alex Ovechkin assisted on Capitals goals by Martin Fehervary and Dylan 
Strome, who ended a four-game point drought. Washington has lost four 
of its last six games, going 0 for 13 on the power play during that stretch. 

“Like everything through the course of a long season, it goes through 
peaks and valleys and times when it is clicking and it is rolling and times 
when it was not,” coach Peter Laviolette said. “We will continue to work 
on it, and we know we got the right guys out there.” 

Briefly 

— Minnesota’s Connor Dewar had two assists for his second multipoint 
game of the season and third of his NHL career. 

— Capitals center Nic Dowd will be out for “a bit” because of an 
undisclosed lower-body injury coach Peter Laviolette said. 

— Winger Anthony Mantha was a healthy scratch for Washington for the 
third time in five games, replaced by Aube-Kubel. Center Evgeny 
Kuznetsov was demoted to the fourth line after a rough game Monday 
night on Long Island. 
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As Wild keep winning, Matt Dumba knows his days in Minnesota could 
be nearing an end 

 

By Michael Russo 

 

WASHINGTON — It would be hard to blame Matt Dumba if he was 
walking on eggshells right now. But despite the fact he knows his days 
are numbered in Minnesota, the veteran defenseman has been his usual 
loud, gregarious self around his teammates and is trying to cherish every 
day like it’s his last because it very well could be. 

After years of surviving trade rumors and two expansion drafts, Dumba 
can do the math and read those proverbial tea leaves. 

After 10 years with the Wild, this is expected to be the final season in 
Minnesota for the 2012 first-round pick, whether he’s traded before the 
March 3 deadline or skates into free agency on July 1. 

If he didn’t realize before, he surely knows now that Matt Boldy’s contract 
extension ate $7 million of what was an available $16 million in cap 
space this summer. 

Has reality set in that this will be his swan song? 

“I mean … yeah,” Dumba said somberly during an interview with The 
Athletic hours before the Wild’s 4-2 win over the Capitals. “I’m just 
making the absolute most of it and enjoying every day as a Minnesota 
Wild player and enjoying just the great group of guys that we have. This 
has given me a different appreciation of that. I’m trying to make the most 
of coming to the rink every day with these guys because you never know 
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when things could change. I’m trying to stay in the moment, and that’s 
how I deal with it.” 

Jared Spurgeon again! 3-2 #mnwild lead, the Captain with his second of 
the night pic.twitter.com/OllLbC1dCA 

— Alex Micheletti (@AlexMicheletti) January 18, 2023 

Dumba says Wild general manager Bill Guerin has been honest with him 
and his agents that he could be traded in advance of the deadline. “It’s 
what I’d expect from a man like him,” Dumba said. “He’s always good to 
me, always honest.” 

Guerin, by phone from the team’s scouting meetings in Florida, said: “It’s 
the least I can do. I have gained a lot of respect for Matt since I’ve come 
to Minnesota. I like Matt. He’s a good guy. He’s a good person. … It’s a 
tough business.” 

Dumba, 28, whose 562 games rank seventh in Wild history, said he’s 
trying to take advantage of every waking moment with the teammates he 
loves. This weekend, when the Wild begin their father/mentor-son trip in 
South Florida, Dumba has invited his 24-year-old brother, Kyle, a former 
junior hockey goalie who came on one of these trips when he was 18. 

It’ll be a fun experience that’ll get Dumba’s mind off the anxiety of 
perhaps being traded. 

“Instead of sitting around and thinking about it, I’m trying not to stress 
myself out,” Dumba said. “That’s why I don’t have any social media or 
pay attention to this stuff. When I’m on the road with the boys, I’m with 
the boys and really enjoying dinners and being around them and playing 
the games. When I go back home, I’m with my dogs and girlfriend and 
enjoying all my friends and family we have in Minnesota. Yeah … I’m just 
trying to make the most of every day.” 

Guerin has received calls on Dumba. But he’s also not about to trade 
Dumba unless he feels the Wild are getting better. The Wild have playoff 
aspirations, so if Dumba’s to be dealt, there needs to be a suitable 
replacement. The Wild have Alex Goligoski, but in coach Dean Evason’s 
mind, he’s not one of the Wild’s six best defensemen, as evidenced by 
his 26 healthy scratches. 

Guerin admires how Dumba has played through the worry of being 
traded. 

“It could be difficult, but when you get to the rink, you just play hockey,” 
Guerin said. “The rink’s always been a sanctuary, and no matter what’s 
going on in your life, when you get to the rink, you get to park that other 
bulls— for a while and just be a hockey player. And I’m hoping that’s 
what Matt’s doing. He can’t control any of it right now, and I’d hate for 
him to be sitting up and worrying about it all the time. And I think he’s 
done really well with it. I do. 

“It’s not easy. He’s put a lot of heart and soul into this team, this 
community, the guys. He’s got some really strong friendships here. It’s 
not easy, and I think he’s done a really good job.” 

In the first of a four-game trip, Dumba was part of the Wild’s third 
consecutive win Tuesday night for a team that’s 5-2-1 in its past eight 
overall and 6-2-1 in its past nine on the road. 

Playing against a team that played the night before in Long Island, the 
Wild got off to a ghastly start. In the first period, they were outshot 13-3 
and out-attempted 24-10. Through 30 minutes, they were being outshot 
17-4. 

But fortunately, Filip Gustavsson showed up and made 33 saves for his 
10th win in his past 12 starts. Over that span, he has a 1.67 goals-
against average and a .940 save percentage. 

“We clearly didn’t start on time,” Evason said. “Fortunately, our 
goaltender did. He started on time, and we had a lot of guys that did but 
a lot of guys that didn’t.” 

The Wild got momentum-turning shifts by the Joel Eriksson Ek and 
Connor Dewar lines in the back half of the second period, and it turned 

the game around. The Wild went from looking like they didn’t belong on 
the ice to successive shifts of sustained pressure for the final eight 
minutes. Eriksson Ek and Greenway, especially, were suffocating with 
their physicality and speed. 

The Wild scored three times in the second on goals Caps goalie Charlie 
Lindgren had no way of seeing. Wild goalie coach Freddy Chabot 
charted the Wild with six or seven scoring chances in the game, Evason 
said, but as Lindgren said, “They took away my eyes.” 

Spurgeon ties it up! 1-1. pic.twitter.com/1qThBEJHZN 

— Hockey Wilderness (@hockeywildernes) January 18, 2023 

He was triple-screened on Jared Spurgeon’s tying goal with Jordan 
Greenway in his face. Ryan Reaves took away his eyes on Jonas 
Brodin’s exquisite tying goal, then Brandon Duhaime was at his doorstep 
on Spurgeon’s go-ahead and eventual winning goal before Eriksson Ek 
iced it with an empty-netter. 

If not for Gustavsson’s play in the first half of the game, the Wild would 
have been blown out of the building. He was a man alone on an island, 
but Trevor van Riemsdyk opened the door for the Wild with a turnover to 
Spurgeon en route to a 1-1 game 50 seconds into the second. Ryan 
Hartman’s offensive-zone turnover led to a 2-1 deficit, but Brodin scored 
in highlight-reel fashion for his first goal since April 28 and what he said 
was “maybe” the prettiest goal of his career. 

Taking an exchange from Dewar on the right-wing boards, Brodin 
stickhandled his way the entire circumference of the offensive zone 
before snapping the goal from inside the right circle a few feet from 
where he first got the puck. Dewar said he set a “sneaky pick” on the 
goal and was relieved he wasn’t penalized. 

The Wild then began to take over before Spurgeon tied Dumba’s team 
record for defensemen with his seventh career multi-goal game. 

Spurgeon said the Wild weren’t pleased with their lackluster start but had 
a great talk during the first intermission. 

“Not a lot of energy there and a lot of one-and-dones,” he said. “Once we 
got to moving our feet and holding on to pucks down there is when things 
turned for us.” 

And he raved about the screens from Greenway, Reaves and Duhaime. 

“The goalie can’t get out of the net, and you cut the angles down and you 
can’t see them as well,” Spurgeon said. “It’s something we preach all the 
time, and tonight we were doing a good job of it in the second half of the 
game.” 

In the end, the Wild faced stress again as Washington pushed hard, 
thanks in part to two Wild penalties in the first 5 1/2 minutes of the third. 
But Gustavsson was brilliant and made a tremendous save when Marcus 
Johansson’s shot with 3:47 to go from just outside the left post was 
stopped by first Gustavsson’s left heel, then his right with the puck 
behind him. It eventually rolled out of the other side of the crease. 

“It came around me, and then I just looked back and I saw the puck 
dropping down and just kind of lift a little bit from my foot, and I think it hit 
my skate,” he said. “You need to stop it somehow. You just try and figure 
out how to move that part of your body and lift it a little bit.” 

Spurgeon smiled when asked about Gustavsson’s masterful game. 

“He’s so calm back there covering up rebounds and plays the puck well, 
as well,” Spurgeon said. “For us D-men, it’s very nice going back for the 
puck when you have a goalie like that.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.18.2023 

1209377 New York Islanders 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 18, 2023 

 

Do Islanders Have Enough Talent? Inside Lambert’s Response 

 

Published 14 hours ago on January 17, 2023 

By Stefen Rosner  

 

The New York Islanders offense has been struggling, but a strong start 
against the Washington Capitals put those issues in the rear-view mirror 
for a hot second. After three goals on 13 shots, it looked like there would 
be a bloodbath at UBS Arena. 

It was the first time in five games that the New York Islanders had potted 
more than two goals, but that achievement did not mean much. The 
Islanders did not score again after Hudson Fasching’s tally just under 
four minutes into the second, while the Washington Capitals came all the 
way back before winning 4-3 in overtime. 

The Islanders finished the game with 30 shots on goal, 13 of which were 
considered high-danger, per NaturalStatrick.com. 

And that’s been the issue of late for New York. They have had the 
chances in games, like on Monday night, to put teams away or at least 
pad their leads, but have not been able to. 

It goes back to offensive execution. 

It goes back to general manager Lou Lamoriello not bringing in a high-
octane goal scorer. 

And it goes back to a handful of players failing to help carry the load 
offensively. 

And then it leads to questions like we heard Monday night following the 
game, as Lambert was asked if he believed his team had enough 
finishers on the roster. 

“Absolutely,” Lambert said. “We’ve been creating opportunities and there 
are certain guys that have been in droughts, and they’ll come out of 
them.” 

Lambert would never say he didn’t have the talent to win, but it’s no 
secret that his group needs external support. 

As for the slumps, the Islanders have a handful of players struggling to 
finish chances. 

Brock Nelson is the Islanders top offensive weapon in terms of goal 
production, but he has not found the back of the net in 13 games. Over 
that span, the Islanders have scored just 2.46 goals per game. 

No one else has stepped up offensively, leading to a 5-5-3 record. 

The most dynamic offensive player on the backend is Noah Dobson with 
10 goals, but he has not scored in 14 games. 

Although all streaks, good or bad, must eventually end, a lack of finishing 
disallowed the Islanders from putting that game against Washington 
away. 

The lack of finishing allowed the Montreal Canadiens Saturday night to 
have a chance in what ended up being a 2-1 Islanders win. 

The lack of finishing and chance creation did not allow the Islanders to 
get out to a more significant lead against the Minnesota Wild on 
Thursday night in an eventual 3-1 loss following a third-period collapse. 

And a lack of finishing last Monday against the Dallas Stars allowed that 
game to go to overtime and then a shootout, with a 2-1 loss as a result. 

That’s four straight games where the offense has been an issue, a 
microcosm of the entire 2021-22 season. 

Over the last four games, the Islanders have been outscored 6-0 in third 
periods, with eight unanswered goals. 

Here’s the breakdown: 

4 to Washington 

1 to Montreal 

3 to Minnesota  

The offense showed its potential earlier in the season when they were 
averaging north of 3.30 goals per game at one point, with the backends 
production masking the issues of the forward group. But with the 
backend, Dobson, not potting pucks as of late, the forwards’ lack of 
production quickly came back to the surface. 

Lambert is playing with the cards he has been dealt, but those cards 
have not created a winning hand. Even when the deck has been shuffled, 
the results have been the same. But in sports, the coach cannot fold, but 
the general manager certainly can. And we are at the point where a card 
needs to be taken from another deck if this season will end with, at the 
very least, a playoff berth. 
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Concussion Specialist Rips NHL Protocol For Allowing Pageau to Return 

 

Published 18 hours ago on January 17, 2023 

By Stefen Rosner  

 

At this point, you have likely already seen the hit, deemed legal, that 
Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin laid on New York Islanders 
forward Jean-Gabriel Pageau early in the second period of Monday’s 
contest. 

But here it is again for those that missed it along with how Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau looked immediately afterward, as teammate Noah Dobson had 
to help keep him from falling to the ice: 

Pageau left with 13:25 to play in the second period but somehow was 
back on the bench, and the ice before the middle frame came to a close. 

His first shift following the injury came at 3:51 of the second, almost a 10-
minute absence. 

Given how Pageau looked immediately after the hit, with the contact 
being towards the head area, one would think that he landed in 
concussion protocol. 

But the fact that he was back in the game means he passed. 

After the game, Islanders head coach Lane Lambert was asked if 
Pageau needed further evaluation. 

“He was back in the game, so he should be fine,” Lambert said. 

Concussions are no joke, as the Islanders have seen with forward Kyle 
Palmieri and defenseman Adam Pelech. 

When Palmieri suffered the latest upper-body injury, which came against 
the Arizona Coyotes (Dec. 16), NHL concussion spotters forced him to 
leave the game before he returned. 

He was even made available for questions following the Islanders 5-4 
loss, saying he was fine. 

We haven’t talked to him since he hasn’t played in 15 games and is 
currently on Injured Reserve. 
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Pelech suffered what appeared to be a concussion against the St. Louis 
Blues on Dec. 6 but has not been rushed back as he has recently just 
joined his teammates for practice. 

One could understand how Pageau was allowed to return to the game, 
given the NHL’s rulebook. 

But that rulebook may need some correcting. 

Tuesday morning, Dr. Chris Nowinski, a neuroscientist and the CEO of 
the Concussion Legacy Foundation, ripped the NHL for their concussion 
protocol in a Twitter post. 

“The NHL continues to fly under the radar with shocking concussion 
care,” Nowinski posted with the clip of the hit. “This is classic ataxia & in 
the new NFL protocol is automatic removal. Pageau was ‘evaluated’ and 
returned to the game.” 

“Time to update the protocol Gary [Bettman]” 

Ataxia is described as poor muscle control that causes clumsy, voluntary 
moments, per The Mayo Clinic, which is precisely what you saw from 
Pageau right after the hit. 

Per Nowinski’s bio on his foundation website: 

An All-Ivy Harvard football player-turned WWE professional wrestler-
turned neuroscientist, Chris discovered the concussion crisis the hard 
way. A 2003 kick to the chin in a WWE match ended his career, causing 
Post-Concussion Syndrome and sending him to the office of his eventual 
CLF co-founder  Dr. Robert Cantu. Through Dr. Cantu, Chris was first 
exposed to medical research that revealed to him that concussions and 
brain trauma were misunderstood in the sports world. 

From 2008-2014, Nowinski served as a co-director of the Boston 
University Center for the Study of Traumatic Encephalopathy. He 
currently serves as an Outreach, Recruitment, Education, and Public 
Policy Leader for the BU CTE Center. 

Nowinski cited the NFL, who has dealt with their concussion mistakes 
this past season with Miami Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa–
leading to an investigation. 

The 24-year-old quarterback was forced to leave a Sept. 25 game 
against the Buffalo Bills with a concussion after banging his head on the 
turf. 

Although he was not allowed to return to the game, Tagovailoa was back 
on the field four days later when the Dolphins faced the Cincinnati 
Bengals as he was “cleared” to return to play. 

Then this happened: 

Tua did return to the practice field 13 days later but suffered another 
concussion in a loss to the Greenbay Packers on Dec. 25, forcing him to 
miss their first-round matchup against the Buffalo Bills, a 34-31 defeat. 

The NFL failed Tua, and the NHL is lucky that Pageau did not suffer 
another major hit that game, or who knows what Pageau’s status would 
have been. 

Concussions sometimes take days before symptoms arise, so Monday 
night was a situation where you follow the old phrase “rather be safe than 
sorry.” 

NYI Hockey Now reached out to deputy commissioner Bil Daley 
regarding Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s return to play but have not heard back 
yet. 
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Islanders Lack of Retaliation Returns, No Response After Ovechkin Hit 

 

Published 20 hours ago on January 17, 2023 

By Stefen Rosner  

 

The New York Islanders have a problem. The opposition continues to 
take liberties against them without a fear of retaliation as no one on the 
Islanders went after Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin Monday 
night following his dangerous hit on Jean-Gabriel Pageau. 

With 13:25 left to play in the second period with the Islanders riding high 
up 3-0, Alex Ovechkin put all of his 238 pounds into a hit on Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau, forcing him to leave the game. 

Pageau did return, but in his absence, the Islanders allowed two goals in 
a blown three-goal lead and an eventual 4-3 overtime loss. 

The hit was the game’s turning point, as the Capitals stole the 
momentum and never gave it back. 

Now, penalty or not, that does not excuse the Islanders for not going 
after Ovechkin. We have seen Islanders defenseman Alexander 
Romanov jumped for the legalist of hits. 

“You hate to see a teammate take a hard hit like that. We’re brothers in 
here. You never like to see that, but I’m glad to see he was okay,” Noah 
Dobson said following the game. 

Hudson Fasching, Brock Nelson, and Matt Martin also voiced their 
opinion on the hit, but all finished their thoughts with the fact that Pageau 
did return to the game. 

Islanders head coach Lane Lambert was asked following the game if 
he’d like to see more of a response after a hit like that. 

“I think if you look at the score sheet, Matt Martin had 10 hits tonight. I 
think there was a response,” Lambert said. 

This was the fifth Islanders player to get injured this season off a 
questionable hit and the fifth time we’ve seen the Islanders fail to stand 
up for their teammate. 

On Dec. 6, in a 7-4 loss to the St. Louis Blues, Islanders defenseman 
Adam Pelech lost his balance behind the Blues net. 

While on one knee, Blues defenseman Robert Bortuzzo charged in and 
crushed Pelech, sending the 2022 All-Star defenseman hard into the 
boards–head first. 

elech seemed dazed and confused and needed to be helped off the ice 
by the trainer and a teammate. He did not return to the game. 

There was no retaliation on Bortuzzo. 

Given how fast the play was and how the Islanders were starting a 
transition, there’s the likely chance that no Islander on the ice saw the hit 
at the moment. And given that it happened early in the third period, there 
was no intermission for the players to get a look at it and respond 
accordingly. 

“Well, I think it happened pretty fast. He was a little bit off balance. So 
you know, from that standpoint, that’s really all that happened,” Lambert 
said. 

Pelech has missed the last 18 contests but is inching closer to a return 
as he takes strides at practice. 

On Dec. 16 against the Arizona Coyotes, Kyle Palmieri suffered what 
appeared to be another head injury in his first game back from a 10-
game absence after colliding with Toronto Maple Leafs defenseman 
Morgan Rielly. 
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In the third period of the 5-4 loss at Mullet Arena, Palmieri was forced to 
enter concussion protocol after Arizona Coyotes forward Nick Ritchie hit 
him late, up high. 

Ritchie received two minutes for interference, but it seemed like a 
targeted blow. 

As you can see, Sebastian Aho went after Ritchie but not much more 
was made of the hit. 

“Yeah, you don’t like that, and where we were on the bench, couldn’t 
really see the hit,” Matt Martin told NYI Hockey Now. “You could see it 
and hear it, and then you see the replay. The refs make him go off the ice 
for concussion protocol, but they don’t want to look at the hit either, so it’s 
an interesting one. But I think he’s alright. Not a hit you like to see for 
sure.” 

Palmieri has missed the last 15 games and 24 of the previous 25 games. 

With less than 10 seconds to play in the second period against the 
Florida Panthers on Dec. 23, Simon Holmstrom skated through the slot 
and took a slash from Panthers forward Carter Verhaeghe before Sam 
Bennett connected with his knee. 

The officials called the slash but missed Bennett’s hit, which could have 
been a five-minute major. 

The Islanders immediately huddled around Holmstrom as it was a hectic 
play. 

“I think he’s pretty well considering the damage there […] I feel like there 
should have been maybe two penalties. Just never like seen that happen 
to anybody. And especially my friend.” 

Holmstrom missed six games but hasn’t looked like himself since his 
return. 

On Dec. 27 against the Pittsburgh Penguins, Oliver Wahlstrom was a 
victim of retaliation. 

Before his first shift ended, Wahlstrom laid a big hit on Pittsburgh 
Penguins defenseman Chad Ruhwedel in the right corner of the 
Penguins’ zone. 

What is not shown on the broadcast is that Penguins defenseman Pierre-
Olivier Joseph went at Wahlstrom to stand up for his teammate. While 
Wahlstrom was down, Joseph hit him, and Wahlstrom’s head went right 
into the boards. 

Joseph was not penalized on the play. 

“While he was on the forecheck, he laid a pretty good hit on him, and so 
their player was just coming over to his defense, but nothing was made 
out of it,” Lambert said following the game. 

Wahlstrom is out indefinitely, missing the last eight games. 
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Rosner Wrap: Horvat Contract Talk, Lehner Files For Bankruptcy 

 

Published 21 hours ago on January 17, 2023 

By Stefen Rosner  

 

The New York Islanders are off Tuesday after blowing a 3-0 lead Monday 
night to the Washington Capitals before losing 4-3 in overtime. It was the 
Islanders second blown lead in three games. For now, the loss has the 

Islanders on the outside looking in, as the Pittsburgh Penguins have one 
less game played, with both teams at 50 points. 

Here are your New York Islanders and NHL stories to know for today: 

After a red-hot start, the New York Islanders choked away a three-goal 
lead before losing in overtime to the Washington Capitals 4-3. 

With 13:25 left to play in the second period, Washington Capitals forward 
Alexander Ovechkin put all of his 238 pounds into a hit on New York 
Islanders forward Jean-Gabriel Pageau, forcing him to leave the game 
before coming back. 

There was no penalty called on Ovechkin, but New York Islanders head 
coach Lane Lambert thought there should have been. 

On Monday morning, Vancouver Canucks president of hockey operations 
Jim Rutherford spoke to the media to provide a status report on the team, 
as well as Bo Horvat’s contract situation. 

As Ryan Pulock watched his longtime defensive partner Adam Pelech 
take the ice yet again Monday morning, he knew it meant a big step in 
the right direction as he and the New York Islanders eagerly await his 
return. 

Washington Hockey Now: After returning from ACL surgery, Washington 
Capitals forward Tom Wilson scored his first goal of the season. 

Florida Hockey Now:  Florida Panthers forward Anthony Duclair is close 
to a return, but could he be ahead of schedule? 

Detroit Hokey Now: Detroit Red Wings goalie Alex Nedeljkovic cleared 
waivers Monday and was assigned to the Grand Rapids Griffins. 

San Jose Hockey Now: The San Jose Sharks are making a statement 
about how they’d like to play moving forward by scratching fan-favorite 
Kevin Labanc. 
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Who would win: A team of NHL coaches who coached their former team 
vs. those who didn’t? 

 

Sean McIndoe13-16 minutes 18/01/2023 

 

NHL teams love hiring former players as coaches. You could argue that 
makes perfect sense, since nobody is better suited to understand the 
details of the game than somebody who spent years learning it up close. 
You could also argue that this is just more evidence of hockey’s old boys 
club, with the same names recycling through the league because their 
buddies keep hiring them. Whichever side you’re on, you could certainly 
find a few coaching stints that would support your view. 

Today, we’re going to try a different angle, with a pair of rosters made up 
of modern-era NHL stars who became coaches. Who you got? Guys who 
went on to coach one of their former teams, or guys who coached 
elsewhere? 

I kind of love this concept, because in theory it shouldn’t be close. We’re 
talking about an era with more than 20 franchises, so even if the average 
star suits up for a few teams in their career, the odds are solidly stacked 
against the “own team” side. The numbers are just overwhelmingly 
against them. But of course, we know it won’t work out that way, because 
star players always seem to wind up coaching the same team they 
played for. 
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Or do they? It’s not universal, and you can probably already think of one 
star who’s going to wind up on the “other teams” squad that could tilt the 
balance. I’m genuinely curious how this will turn out. 

But first, a few ground rules: 

• We’re limiting this to the 21-team era, meaning our players have to 
have coached in 1979-80 or later. This lets us focus on names that 
you’re more likely to know, while also avoiding the era when dual player-
coaches roles were common, or when guys went straight from playing to 
coaching the same team. If we include those guys, the “own team” roster 
would romp with guys like Newsy Lalonde, Toe Blake and Doug Harvey. 
We want a competition here. 

• Interim coaches are fine, but we need a guy to have coached at least 
50 career games. Guys who were only behind a bench for a few games 
here and there don’t count. Call this the Rogie Vachon rule. 

• Assistant coaches don’t count. Neither do guys who were in the AHL or 
elsewhere in the organization. And we’re definitely not counting scouts or 
front-office types, because that’s basically everyone who ever played in 
this league. 

• Finally and most importantly, the key here is how good the player was, 
not how well they did as a coach. We want the best roster of players 
possible, and we get credit for the guy at his peak. As long as he 
coached — well, poorly, or somewhere in between — he can make the 
cut. 

Other Team should win. Own Team probably will. But let’s play it out and 
see where we end up … 

Goalies 

Right off the bat, Own Team gets one of the best to ever do it. He may 
have only coached one NHL team so far, and it didn’t end well, but 
Patrick Roy’s stint in Colorado gets us a superstar. And we can give him 
a fellow Hall of Famer as a backup, thanks to Gerry Cheevers getting a 
few years behind the Bruins’ bench. 

By comparison, Other Team has stunningly little to work with. We can get 
at least a decent starter in Glen Hanlon, whose playing career lasted 14 
NHL seasons with four teams, none of which were the Capitals team he 
coached for four years and zero playoff appearances. He’s not Roy, but 
he did have a couple of top-10 Vezina finishes, so we can live with him. 

Beyond that … I’m kind of stumped. Apparently NHL goalies can go on to 
become commentators (Kelly Hrudey, Darren Pang, John Davidson and 
many more) or even GMs (Ken Holland, Jim Rutherford, Ken Dryden). 
But coaches? There aren’t many. And most of the ones that do come to 
mind, like Ron Low and Emile Francis, would qualify for Own Team. I got 
my hopes up for Eddie Johnston, but he played four games for the 
Chicago team he later coached for a year. 

In the end, I think Other Teams has to settle for Scott Gordon. He didn’t 
have a ton of success as a coach for the Islanders or Flyers, but he was 
Scotty Bowman compared to his goaltending stints for some awful 
Nordiques teams. 

One position in, and this is threatening to be a no-contest. Here’s hoping 
Other Teams can make up some ground on the blue line. 

Defensemen 

Oh no. 

Yeah, this might be even worse for Other Teams than the goaltending 
was. Right off the bat, Own Team can lay claim to one of the best ever in 
Larry Robinson, who never coached the Habs but did hold the job for the 
Kings. They can pair him with Phil Housley, who spent two years 
coaching the same Sabres team that he’d starred for in the 80s. 

Other Teams can’t compete with that pairing. The best I can do for them 
are a couple of long-time blueliners who combined for about 2,200 
games worth of experience, but nothing in terms of individual honors or 
hardware. We’ll start with Joel Quenneville, who managed to play for four 

teams and coach four others without any overlap because the Rockies 
and Avalanche aren’t the same team. We’ll pair him with Luke 
Richardson, whose six-team playing career didn’t include a stop in 
Chicago. (Technically, Richardson won’t hit our 50-game cutoff for a few 
more weeks, but I’m making the executive decision that he’s a sure thing 
to get there, and Other Teams needs all the help they can get.) 

Own Team will start their second pair with a Norris winner, although not a 
Hall of Famer. You history buffs know that can only describe one player: 
Randy Carlyle, who both played for and coached the Maple Leafs. We’ll 
put him with his opposite, a guy who never got much Norris love but 
somehow did make the HHOF, as Kevin Lowe just barely sneaks in 
thanks to his own full season coaching the Oilers. 

Meanwhile, Other Teams is still plugging along with the solid-but-not-
spectacular options. We’ll start with Craig Hartsburg, who coached three 
teams but not the only one he played for, the North Stars. We’ll pair him 
with a solid 70s blueliner in Bob Murdoch, who played for the Habs, 
Kings and both Flames while coaching the Hawks and Jets. 

The third pairings get a little dicey on both sides, although Own Team 
can start with Barclay Plager, whose only team as both player and coach 
was the Blues. There are a few options for the last spot, including Al 
Arbour (thanks to those same Blues), Dave Lewis (Detroit) and Mike 
Milbury (Boston). But I’m going to go with a guy who was once a Norris 
finalist in addition to being a damn fine musician and also the cover 
model of choice for acclaimed history books everywhere: Jim 
Schoenfeld, whose brief coaching debut for the Sabres gets him onto the 
team. 

Other Team’s third pair is going to be serviceable, but that’s about it. Put 
it this way, it hurts that Bob Murray didn’t keep the job for long enough in 
Anaheim. I’ll go with a couple of hard-nosed guys who each played 600 
games: Bob Boughner and Ted Green. Don’t roll your eyes, it was them 
or Dallas Eakins. 

The scary thing is that the gap here could have been even worse if it 
wasn’t for our Rogie Vachon 50-game rule. That costs Own Team the 
services of two more Hall of Famers: Brad Park (who only coached a 
partial season for the Red Wings) and Scott Stevens (who didn’t get 
enough games in New Jersey to make us argue over whether the 
immortal NJD Bench should count). 

As for Other Teams, they were already scraping the barrel just to get six 
guys. I wasn’t all that tempted by six NHL games (for three teams!) from 
Jack Capuano or the eight from Todd Richards, although I did at least 
think about Bruce Cassidy’s 36. The tough break here is just missing out 
on Marcel Pronovost and Leo Boivin, two Hall-of-Fame defensemen 
whose coaching careers ended in the late-70s, just short of our 1980 
cutoff. 

I think the Other Teams group is better than it looks at first glance. But 
this is clearly another big edge for Own Team, who are threatening to run 
away with this thing. 

You know what that means: It’s time for Other Teams to play the trump 
card they’ve had in their back pocket this whole time … 

Forwards 

Other Teams gets Wayne Gretzky. What not, Own Team? WHAT NOW? 

OK, yes, the Gretzky thing was weird. He had no coaching experience 
when he took over the Coyotes, but he was a part owner looking to boost 
his investment. He lasted four years and finished under .500, and it’s 
safe to say we won’t see him behind a bench again. But it still counts, 
and our weakling roster gets to add the consensus pick for history’s 
greatest player. 

It gets better, because Other Teams also gets Martin St. Louis, a Hart 
Trophy winner and Hall of Famer. And we’ll give them an All-Star winger 
to round out the line with Kirk Muller, who played for six teams but never 
at his lone head coaching stop, Carolina. 

Not bad at all. Can you match that, Own Team? 
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Well … yeah. They actually can come pretty close. 

We’ll start with Phil Esposito, who served as both coach and GM of the 
same Rangers team he finished his playing career with. We’ll put Boom 
Boom Geoffrion on his wing, thanks to coaching stints with both New 
York and Montreal. And while Ted Lindsay’s brief coaching foray falls a 
few games short of our cutoff, we can finish the line with Chicago’s Denis 
Savard. 

Huh. One line in, and Other Teams doesn’t have the advantage they 
were hoping for. And that’s bad news, because Gretzky was their best 
hope at making this a contest. 

Own Team builds a very good second line, starting with playmaker Adam 
Oates. He played for half the league, so it’s not a surprise that he 
qualifies here based on his two seasons coaching Washington. Let’s 
make it a full line of Hall of Famers by adding Philadelphia’s Bill Barber 
and Montreal’s Jacques Lemaire. 

That’s a pretty imposing second unit, but Other Teams has one more big 
name to play: Bryan Trottier, who played for the Islanders and Penguins 
but coached the Rangers for 54 games. At this point, some of you may 
be asking if I chose the oddly specific 50-game cutoff just to keep this 
close by getting Trottier in while keeping Park and Stevens out, and my 
answer to that is shut up. His linemates will be Wayne Cashman and 
Kevin Dineen. 

There’s plenty of offensive talent available for Own Team to choose from, 
with guys like Doug Weight, Butch Goring, Ed Olczyk, Bob Pulford and 
George Armstrong. But for the third line, I’m going to go in a different 
direction. Let’s build an old-fashioned checking line, centered by 
Carolina’s Rod Brind’Amour and also featuring two Montreal picks in Bob 
Gainey and Guy Carbonneau. If you’re keeping count, that would be a 
combined nine Selkes. If these guys can’t shut down Gretzky, nobody 
can. 

Other Teams can’t match that level of defensive prowess, so we’ll go for 
a more modern third unit based around offense. Let’s go with a combined 
830 goals from Tony Granato, Paul MacLean and Derek King. Also see if 
we can hire MacLean’s doppelganger, just to confuse everyone. 

That brings us to the fourth lines, and with so many players from the 70s, 
80s and 90s in play, you know where that has to take us. Yes, we’re 
doing crash lines. Own Team is going to start with Washington’s Dale 
Hunter at center, as his 60 games behind the Caps bench gets him just 
over our limit. We’ll put Arizona’s Rick Tocchet on one wing. On the 
other, give me the Tasmanian Devil himself, Boston’s Terry O’Reilly. And 
if we need him, Craig Berube is waiting in the bullpen. 

That’s one hell of an intimidating line, but Other Teams isn’t backing 
down. They’ll start their fourth line with a guy who’s in the conversation 
for the toughest man to ever lace up skates: John Ferguson, who only 
ever played for Montreal but coached the Rangers and Jets. We’ll put 
Gerard Gallant on the other side, because NHLPA 93 taught me not to 
mess with him. And we’ll finish the line by finally working a Sutter into the 
mix. Darryl might have been the best coach of the family, and he and 
Brian are eligible for Team Own. But Team Others has dibs on Duane 
and Brent, and one of them led the family in points. Our final slot goes to 
Brent Sutter. 

All in all, the forwards are a much tougher call than the back end. Team 
Others has the best player in Gretzky and a bit more scoring pop in the 
top nine, while Team Own has more Hall-of-Famers and an unbeatable 
checking unit. As for those fourth lines, well, good luck to the linesmen 
when those guys are out there. 

The final rosters 

Here’s what we ended up with. 

Stars who went on to coach their own team 

 

FORWARD FORWARD FORWARD 

Geoffrion 

Esposito 

Savard 

Barber 

Oates 

Lemaire 

Gainey 

Brind'Amour 

Carbonneau 

Tocchet 

Hunter 

O'Reilly 

DEFENSE DEFENSE GOALIE 

Robinson 

Housley 

Roy 

Lowe 

Carlyle 

Cheevers 

Plager 

Schoenfeld 

Stars who only coached other teams 

FORWARD FORWARD FORWARD 

Muller 

Gretzky 

St. Louis 

Cashman 

Trottier 

Dineen 

MacLean 

Granato 

King 

Gallant 

Sutter 

Ferguson 

DEFENSE DEFENSE GOALIE 

Quenneville 

Richardson 

Hanlon 

Hartsburg 

Murdoch 

Gordon 

Boughner 
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Green 

And the winner is … I mean, it’s Team Own all the way, right? A huge 
edge in goal, a better blue line, and a forward group that’s at least good 
enough to stay within range of Team Others. Put these two teams in a 
seven-game series and I don’t think it’s a sweep, but Team Own is taking 
it. 

It’s weird, right? With so many teams, all of them, of course making 
winning the priority over PR and optics, you’d think the best and most 
qualified coaches would be distributed pretty randomly. And yet all these 
star players just seem to magically wind up coaching teams they’ve 
played for. I guess it’s just one of those weird coincidences that we’ll 
never be able to explain. 
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NHL99: Mark Messier was ‘tough, strong and mean,’ and impossible to 
defend 

 

Murat Ates13-17 minutes 18/01/2023 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Mark Messier has scored the third-most points in NHL history and won 
the Stanley Cup six times. He was awarded one Conn Smythe Trophy 
and two Hart Trophies and his legacy as a leader is such that the league 
put his name on its leadership award. 

But there are aspects of Messier’s excellence that are ineffable. 

“Everybody on your list can skate, pass, shoot and win Cups. We know 
all that,” says Hall of Fame defenseman Paul Coffey. “But Mark’s a 
special guy. To describe Mark Messier, it’s not all fundamentals: skate, 
pass, shoot, hitting guys. That’s not Mark Messier. Mark’s more than that. 
He’s just more than that.” 

Perhaps it was the look in his eye, the intimidation factor, the sheer force 
of will. Maybe it was the bone-crushing body checks and the well-earned 
comparisons to Gordie Howe. Something about Messier transcends his 
list of accomplishments, the blazing speed, the strength to bulldoze 
defensemen, the hands to attack anyone one-on-one and the wrist shot 
he launched from either foot to fool even the best goaltenders of his era. 

For teammates, he was a marvel to play with and an inspiration to be 
around. 

“Glen (Sather) used to have Mark and I go head to head every drill in 
practice. For people who don’t know Mark, he is one of the hardest 
working guys, ever, in the game,” says Wayne Gretzky. “It made us 
better. Mark had this incredible ability to make players around him 
better.” 

But what about the players who absorbed the elbows, battled him in the 
faceoff circle and tried to contain one of the NHL’s most potent 
combinations of size, speed, skill and brutality? 

In an effort to explain Messier’s dominance, and his spot at No. 17 on 
The Athletic’s NHL99 list, we asked the opponents whose job it was to try 
to stop him. 

Jim Peplinski fought Messier twice, officially — once in the first-ever 
regular-season game between Edmonton and Calgary — and a few more 

times than that in countless post-whistle scrums throughout a decade’s 
worth of the Battle of Alberta. 

As a key piece of Calgary’s most matchup-ready line, Peplinski reckons 
that he faced Messier as many times as any player in the ’80s. 

“It seemed like I played against him for four exhibition games, eight 
regular-season games and playoffs every year for a decade,” says 
Peplinski. “When I look back on things, he was trying to obliterate us and 
I was thinking it was good enough to play him to a draw. 

“He was approaching the game in a different way than I did, and I didn’t 
realize that until I was long retired.” 

What Peplinski remembers most about the early days, however, was not 
knowing how good Messier or the Oilers were going to become. 

The Oilers had some success in the WHA and had a rising star in 
Gretzky. The team drafted Kevin Lowe, Messier and Glenn Anderson in 
the first, third, and fourth rounds of the 1979 draft, and in 1979-80, 
finished fourth in the Smythe Division before losing to Philadelphia in 
three straight playoff games. 

So when Peplinski joined the Flames as a rookie in 1980-81, he certainly 
wasn’t sure that Edmonton, even with Gretzky, was anything close to a 
dynasty in the making. 

It took until the first playoff version of the Battle of Alberta for Messier to 
announce himself as a force. 

Some of Messier’s first forays into unhinged, terrifying playoff hockey — 
such as his famous stick-swinging incident against Larry Robinson as the 
upstart Oilers swept the post-dynasty Canadiens in 1981 — came in 
losing efforts. 

The Oilers had gained recognition but couldn’t get past the Islanders 
dynasty in the second round. Their first-round loss to the Kings after 
scoring a record-setting 417 goals in 1982 seemed to cement it: 
Edmonton still had a lot to learn. 

Entering that series against Calgary in 1983, though, the Oilers had 
figured out how to play playoff hockey and Messier was starting to show 
the mental edge that would eventually make him a hockey legend. 

Teammates say Messier would do anything to help them win — score, 
hit, fight, you name it. Messier’s opponents soon learned that whatever 
Messier did over the course of a game, he did it for his whole team. 

“When you’ve got that type of wolfpack around you, you get a measure of 
confidence and swagger that’s hard to understand,” Peplinski says. 
“When you then combine that with the attributes that Mark has … that’s 
impressive, man.” 

You want swagger? Messier needed only three puck touches on his very 
first shift of the series to write his name all over the Battle of Alberta, 
darting into the slot to turn Randy Gregg’s pass into a forehand, 
backhand, forehand deke for the opening goal. Messier scored three 
more times in Edmonton’s 6-3 win, kickstarting what would become a 4-1 
series victory. 

The Oilers’ run to the Stanley Cup ended in the final, a sweep at the 
hands of the Islanders, and led to the now-famous moment when 
Edmonton’s stars walked by the Islanders’ dressing room, expecting to 
see Bryan Trottier, Denis Potvin and company in the throes of a 
celebratory party. 

Instead, the Oilers greats found a team caked in icepacks and stoicism 
— an impactful reminder that no matter how good the Oilers were, they 
had more inside them to give. 

By the 1984 Smythe Division final, Messier was virtually unstoppable and 
the Oilers were ready to win it all. He’d moved from left wing to center in 
February, giving the Oilers the most dominant one-two punch down the 
middle in NHL history. 
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“We needed someone who was big and strong to counteract Trottier,” 
Oilers coach Glen Sather said at the time. “I didn’t think we could beat 
them with Messier on the wing. He’s tough, strong and mean, which is 
just what we needed. He’s still a left wing on the power play, but this 
makes us more versatile.” 

Even then, the Flames managed to push Edmonton to seven games, 
twice staving off elimination, with Gretzky saying he’d never been hit so 
often or so hard. Gretzky led the Oilers with 13 points, but Messier was 
right there with three goals and eight assists in seven games. 

After Edmonton beat Calgary, it turned out there was no stopping 
Messier or the Oilers. Messier won the Conn Smythe, finishing the 
playoffs with 26 points in 19 games, and the Oilers beat the Islanders in 
the final and won the Stanley Cup for the first time. 

It was just the start of a historic run. 

“He thought he was on a mission and I thought I was playing a game,” 
says Peplinski. “He was not just playing a game.” 

As a left winger, Messier had established himself as one of the NHL’s 
fastest, strongest goal scorers. As a center, he’d become a champion, a 
Conn Smythe Trophy winner and a force so strong up the middle that the 
Flames went out and signed the biggest, strongest, free-agent center 
they could find in the hopes of slowing him down. 

Enter Joel Otto, a 6-foot-4, 220-pound center who would go on to make a 
career out of shutting down the NHL’s top players. Otto scored 508 
points in 943 games, racked up 1,934 career penalty minutes and was a 
two-time Selke Trophy finalist. Otto says Messier’s dominance is what 
helped land him with the Flames. 

“I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to win a job in Calgary in 
terms of trying to be physical with him and, as much as I could, take him 
off his game,” Otto says. “And I’m sure he had one of me on every team 
in the NHL.” 

Otto didn’t get to test his playoff mettle against Messier in 1985 as 
Calgary lost to Winnipeg in the opening round and the Oilers ran 
roughshod over their opponents, going 15-3 in the playoffs on their way 
to their second straight Stanley Cup championship. 

In 1986, Calgary beat Edmonton in seven games, ending their rival’s shot 
at a three-peat. The Oilers got their revenge in 1988 on the way to their 
fourth Cup in five years. 

All these years later, the intensity of those games still brings out the 
competitor in Otto. 

“It’s difficult to sing praises of a guy or a team you played against,” Otto 
says. “We still have animosity against the Oilers. I’ve met a lot of the 
guys off the ice — they’re very good people — but it’s still in you as a 
hockey player to be prideful.” 

Otto’s respect for his opponents and the game itself is so deep that he 
chooses to indulge. What made Messier unique? 

“He’s strong and he could certainly handle himself in a game, for sure, 
but that’s not what his main purpose was,” Otto says. “His abilities and 
skating abilities set him apart from others. It made you a better player 
because you had to be on your game and prepared every time you were 
on the ice.” 

And how do you stop him? 

“That’s a good question,” Otto says. “He had Anderson, Esa Tikkanen 
and other variations of wingers as well. You’re a unit going against 
another unit and, as much as it was billed as him and me, I’m not 
shadowing him. I’m not doing anything differently that way. Jim 
(Peplinski) and I were always on the same page about how we had to 
handle better players. He was one of them and you’re not going to stop 
him all of the time.” 

The Flames won the Stanley Cup in 1989 after Gretzky was traded from 
Edmonton to Los Angeles, but Messier’s championship days weren’t 

over. The Oilers won the Cup in 1990 without “The Great One” and Otto 
says that Messier’s own greatness was so thorough that wherever 
Messier went, winning was sure to follow. 

“He had all of the attributes,” Otto says. “You could rival a Trottier or 
(Steve) Yzerman or somebody with the full package but in terms of 
strength, skill, speed, defensive abilities, there aren’t that many people 
who can match Messier’s all-around game. 

“Unfortunately, we came up on the other end most nights, but it’s pretty 
fun to say you competed against a guy of that caliber.” 

Ken Daneyko attended Messier’s father’s hockey camps as a child and 
gravitated toward the teenaged Mark, who took him under his wing. 
Daneyko has said many times that the Messier family’s warm treatment 
of him — with Mark and his brother Paul particularly taking a shine to 
Daneyko — helped give him the tools he needed to become an NHL 
player. 

When the Oilers started winning Stanley Cups, Messier welcomed 
Daneyko at their championship parties. (Coffey describes a sense of 
“Hey, why’s Ken Daneyko here?” that was always met by an enthusiastic 
“Of course, Ken Daneyko is here!”) Messier’s mentorship continued well 
after Daneyko’s NHL career took off in New Jersey and throughout 
Edmonton’s 1980s dynasty. In fact, right through Edmonton’s fifth Cup-
winning season in 1990 — its first without Gretzky — Daneyko would 
receive humorous messages from Messier and Lowe multiple times a 
year at his New Jersey home. 

That is, until October 1991. 

“All of a sudden, when he got traded to New York, that all stopped,” says 
Daneyko. “It was such an intense rivalry. Our team was getting better. 
The Rangers were getting better and obviously, we had that epic ’94 
playoff series. We didn’t speak for probably two years because it was 
such an intense rivalry — and that’s what it was all about. It was hard, 
too, because I had to defend against Mark.” 

Messier was an instant success in New York, scoring 107 points and 
winning the Hart Trophy in 1991-92. The height of his Rangers tenure, of 
course, came in the spring of 1994. 

By then, Messier was 33, an age when most players realize they can’t 
rely on fast-twitch muscles and explosiveness as much as they could in 
their youth. 

Not only did Messier hold onto his peak longer than most, but he 
reinvented himself. During the regular season, he was less of a bulldozer 
and more of a playmaker than he’d been in Edmonton. 

By the 1994 playoffs, however, Messier was everything. 

“Mark was such an intelligent player,” Daneyko says. “He thought the 
game so well that he was able to adjust his game for whatever was 
asked of him. 

“He could play through anything because of his size, strength, power and 
speed. There weren’t many players who could do that. There were more 
power forwards in the game back then, maybe, but nobody I could say 
who was like Mark Messier.” 

The Rangers were down 3-2 to the Devils in the Eastern Conference 
finals when Messier made his now famous “guarantee.” 

At first, though, Game 6 was all New Jersey. Daneyko and the Devils — 
full of Hall of Fame talent with Martin Brodeur, Scott Stevens and Scott 
Niedermayer — took Messier’s words as a challenge, storming out to a 
2-0 lead. 

“The first 30 minutes of that game, if it wasn’t for Mike Richter, it was 
probably 5-0, 6-0,” Daneyko says. “But he kept them in it. And in the 
second half of the game, Mark took over.” 

First came Messier’s assist on Alexei Kovalev’s second-period goal — a 
late-period dagger that Daneyko says “froze” the Devils. Then came the 
takeover. 
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The game-tying goal: Messier on his backhand. 

The game-winning goal: Messier, cashing a Kovalev rebound by crashing 
the slot. 

The insurance goal: Messier from deep in the Rangers zone into an 
empty net. 

He’d talked and walked and led a team that had not won the Stanley Cup 
in 54 years to within a game of the Stanley Cup Final. That’s up there 
with Babe Ruth calling his shot or Joe Namath guaranteeing Super Bowl 
III. If it had never happened, you might not believe it could. The Rangers 
won Game 7 in double overtime and 2 1/2 weeks later, they were Stanley 
Cup champions. Messier became the first player in NHL history to 
captain two different teams to Stanley Cup wins. 

Daneyko calls the 1994 conference finals one of the greatest playoff 
series ever played, saying it had all the elements that were hallmarks of 
Messier at his best. 

“And that’s why Mark excelled,” Daneyko says. “It was nasty, it was fast, 
it was what rivalries are all about and their captain led the way.” 
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ESPN / Latest NHL draft buzz - Who is rising after world juniors? 

 

Emily Kaplan 

 

We're five months away from the 2023 NHL draft in Nashville, Tennessee 
-- one of the most anticipated drafts for NHL teams in recent history. 

"We've been told about how exciting the 2005s (their birth year) are for a 
while now," one NHL general manager told ESPN. "It's why a lot of clubs 
are looking to hold on to their first-round picks this year. Sounds like you 
can even get first-round talent in the second round, too, and those picks 
may be stronger than first-round picks [in 2024]." 

The 2023 draft class is highlighted by 17-year-old Connor Bedard, who 
cemented his spot as the likely No. 1 pick with a dominant World Junior 
Championship performance in Halifax, Nova Scotia, for gold-medal-
winning Canada. "I honestly don't know what else he would need to do at 
this point to convince any doubters," one scout told ESPN. "Every time 
he jumped over the boards [at WJC], he was on the verge of doing 
something spectacular." 

After averaging 3.29 points per game at the tournament, Bedard took one 
day off. Then, in his first game back with the WHL's Regina Pats, he 
registered 13 shots on net, scoring four goals and two assists, 
contributing on all six of his team's goals. 

Beyond Bedard, there's plenty of talent from the No. 2 pick through the 
second round, especially among forwards. 

"I spoke at the GM meetings in November and I told them, 'This draft 
class is going to live up to the hype,'" the NHL's VP of central scouting, 
Dan Marr, told ESPN. "But there's a quicker end point than usual. There 
are 50-60 really good prospects. After that it does start to level off." 

Marr predicted a trend: More 19-year-olds will be selected in later rounds 
than usual, a byproduct of the pandemic skewing with player 
development timelines. 

"The analytics component will play a stronger role in the second half of 
the draft, with some players without name recognition, perhaps players 
who have been passed over before," Marr said. "Part of that is due to 
COVID, a lot of kids in the East missed a full year of development. So the 
'04s and '03s need an extra year to catch up, and 19-year-olds will float 
into the mix earlier than in years past." 

As for what else to keep an eye on? Marr and a few NHL evaluators 
shared their perspectives with ESPN for this midterm draft primer: 

It's the Connor Bedard show 

Marr called Bedard "one of the more natural scorers to come along since 
Patrick Kane." His draft hype has reached the levels of Sidney Crosby in 
2005 and Connor McDavid in 2015. 

"The Connor Bedards don't come around very often. And with Connor 
Bedard, the best is yet to come." Marr said. "Let's face it, he's on a 
pedestal. At the start of the season, we had to meet with his agent, his 
team, and we had to set up a policy for NHL clubs if they wanted to 
interview him -- just because of the demand, by them, by the fans, by the 
media." 

And with the spotlight shining brightest at the WJC, Bedard delivered. 

"All the noise associated with being one of the top pick of the draft, he 
handled it well," Marr said. "I think he's very well grounded. Nobody will 
ever say he has a big head. I think he loves being on a team, he trains 
and plays that way. I've talked to different coaches and trainers over the 
years, and he's someone who will learn from a mistake, and he won't 
repeat it. It's just his approach to it. He doesn't do anything with fanfare. 
He doesn't look for it, but it's there." 

The center is having one of the most dominant junior hockey seasons 
ever and then added to his resume in Halifax. He was described by one 
scout as being able to "drive play, create space, and get shots on net 
with the best of them." 

"One of the things that popped for me at this tournament was that his 
leadership abilities had been advanced," Marr said. "He was able to step 
up and still be one of the best players and take on a leadership role, even 
being one of the youngest players." 

Bedard's dominance is why so many NHL teams are racing to the bottom 
of the standings this year. Though the other lottery picks aren't bad 
consolations. 

The other top prospects 

Adam Fantilli was the No. 2-ranked skater on the North American NHL 
Central Scouting's midterm rankings and sits No. 2 on many teams' draft 
boards. Fantilli burst onto the college hockey circuit this season as a 
freshman, dominating as a center for Michigan. Playing for Canada at the 
WJC, Fantilli shifted between a middle- and often bottom-six role -- which 
revved up NHL evaluators. 

"That excites me even more because it shows his versatility," one NHL 
director of amateur scouting told ESPN. "He's a left shot playing right 
wing -- he's never played there. He's been a center his whole life, 
wherever he plays. And he adapted to that role well in order to help his 
team achieve their ultimate goal." 

Marr echoed that, saying at the tournament, "He was working hard and 
getting chances, that's the most important part." 

"He's on a mission this year," Marr said. "He's playing hard that way, and 
he's getting results and standing out. That shows me how mentally tough 
he is. He caught a bug [at WJC], and he probably wasn't 100 percent, it 
zapped him for sure. He'll come back on the Michigan second half, and I 
think he'll do something special." 

Swedish forward Leo Carlsson is the top-ranked European skater in the 
NHL Central Scouting midterm rankings. At 6-foot-3, 194 pounds, one 
scout gushed over Carlsson as having "elite net front presence." 

"Maybe he's not as good of a skater as Fantilli, but he has great size and 
great hands," the scout said. "He's showed that he can hang in a pro 
league among men [in the Swedish Hockey League, Sweden's top 
league]." 

Marr said Carlsson ticked the necessary boxes in his performance in 
Halifax. 
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"It's a 19-year-old tournament, so any 18-year-olds playing are the elite 
prospects," Marr said. "So [Carlsson] gets the check mark just for making 
the team, getting ice time. The European model with player development 
is a little different, but it's a successful approach, because when they 
come to the NHL and get a spot, they stay in the NHL. He's on that path. 
He's a solid prospect with a very high upside NHL potential." 

The Word Junior Championship did not include Russia, which has been 
banned by the IIHF following the country's invasion of Ukraine. Russia's 
top prospect is winger Matvei Michkov, who has been lauded as a 
potential top-three prospect over the past several years. There are fewer 
eyes on Michkov this season, as he plays in SKA Saint Petersburg of the 
Kontinental Hockey League, but evaluators still feel like they have a 
sense of the player after he competed in several well-attended 
tournaments over the past two years, including the Hlinka-Gretzky Cup 
and the 2021 world juniors in Texas. 

How high Michkov will go depends on an organization's willingness to 
stomach some risk, as he is signed to the KHL through the 2025-26 
season and there could be complications for him to play in North 
America. 

"He's still in the conversation in the [picks] two-through-four range," the 
NHL director of amateur scouting said. "But it's going to take some 
investigation about his willingness to come [to the NHL] and when he 
wants to come. On the ice, though, there's no question, he's super 
skilled. A world-class talent." 

Keep an eye on ... 

This will be a strong year for both the WHL (where Bedard plays) and the 
U.S. National Team Development Program. On the U.S. side, Will Smith 
-- a Boston College commit -- was deemed a "top-10 lock" by one scout. 
"He has a high skill level, and is especially crafty in tight areas," the scout 
said. "But what I like about him most is that he can dictate the pace of 
play." 

The first defenseman taken off the board very well might be David 
Reinbacher of Austria. While it was tough to judge Reinbacher based on 
the WJC, considering Austria was not a very strong team, he still had 
strong moments -- despite catching a bug later in the tournament that 
affected several players. And he's put up a good body of work while 
playing in the competitive Swiss A League for EHC Kloten as an 18-year-
old. 

"Reinbacher might be the top defenseman picked this year -- he's 
impressed me," the NHL director of amateur scouting said. "He's a 6-
foot-3 right shot defenseman who carries the puck well. There's not a lot 
of defensemen in this draft, and not a lot of big ones. So he stands out." 

It was a big WJC tournament for Czechia, which won silver. Their top 
prospect is Eduard Sale, a 6-foot-2 winger, projected for the top 10. An 
NHL scout gushed over Sale's "hockey sense and vision, which create a 
lethal combination with his quickness and skill. He has all the tools to be 
an impact player." 

One of the biggest storylines of the 2022 NHL draft was the emergence 
of Slovak prospects, with Juraj Slafkovsky and Simon Nemec going Nos. 
1 and No. 2, the highest-drafted players in their country's history. It's 
going to be another noteworthy year for Slovakia with forward Dalibor 
Dvorsky cementing his status as a first-round prospect. One director of 
amateur scouting projeced Dvorsky will go "in the Marco Kasper range" 
(Kasper was drafted No. 8 by the Red Wings in 2022). 

"Dvorsky is an excellent player," the director of amateur scouting said. "A 
two-way center who is super skilled. He won't be a guy that leads the 
offense, but he'll be a support guy for the offense. Coaches are going to 
love him -- he's always working and making smart, reliable plays." 

One of the buzziest players at the WJC tournament was Adam Gajan, a 
goalie who seemingly came out of nowhere. Gajan wasn't even named to 
the initial Slovak training camp roster, and as the third-stringer, he didn't 
dress for Slovakia's first game. And then he tore it up, posting a .936 

save percentage through four starts, including stopping 53 of 57 shots 
against Canada. 

One NHL scout predicted Gajan will be one of the "most scouted players 
over the second half of the season. People want to see if he's for real." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs get both sides of goaltending coin in chaotic 
comeback stunner 

 

Sonny Sachdeva | @sachdevasonnyJanuary 17, 2023, 11:57 PM 

 

TORONTO — It was a pick-your-poison kind of night for the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

If you’d sat in the stands of Scotiabank Arena as the final seconds of the 
club’s Tuesday-night tilt against the Florida Panthers expired, trying to 
think back on what you’d just witnessed, trying to diagnose how exactly 
the Maple Leafs managed to walk out of here with a win, you’d have 
plenty to sort through.  

A worrying start. A rollercoaster power play that struck twice, but also 
came up empty five times, allowed a short-handed goal and elicited boos 
from the home crowd. Sixty minutes filled, generally, with chaos that 
neither team managed all that well. 

And, of course, the goaltending. 

Among the hurricane of penalty minutes, highlight-reel chances, and late-
game dramatics that Tuesday night’s meeting offered, it was the Maple 
Leafs’ goaltending that stood out most among the pile. And much like the 
rest of the night, that category offered a little bit of everything, too. 

For one half of Toronto’s tandem, it was one to forget, Matt Murray giving 
up a goal to Carter Verhaeghe two minutes into the opening period — the 
Panthers scoring on their second shot of the game, before the Maple 
Leafs had logged a single chance — and allowing three more regrettable 
pucks by him before Sheldon Keefe was forced to cut his losses and pull 
the former champion from the game. 

All told, Murray finished the night with 21 minutes of action and four 
goals-against on just eight shots, leaving his club in a 4-2 hole when he 
was eventually lifted and granted an escape early in the second period. 

“I just have to be better,” Murray said of his performance post-game, after 
his club had managed to claw its way back. “That’s the bottom line. You 
know, if I come up with a couple of those, obviously it’s a much different 
game. So, I just need to be better.” 

The 28-year-old can be excused on at least one of the four, as Florida’s 
second tally — a short-handed marker to regain the lead 10 minutes after 
Toronto had tied it — came off an abysmal giveaway by Toronto’s top 
power-play unit, allowing the opposition an easy path to add to Murray’s 
misery. Goals 1, 3 and 4, though, were harder to stomach. 

Even so, in Keefe’s view, it was just as much about what was happening 
in front of Murray as it was the netminder’s own early floundering. 

“For me, I’m more pulling the goaltender for our team,” the coach said of 
his decision. “We just needed to change something. We can’t give up 
four goals on eight shots, no matter how you shake it out. That was really 
it.  

“You look at the actual goals, I didn’t think any of the goals were too 
egregious or anything like that. There’s traffic involved in each of those 
goals. But clearly we needed to change something.” 
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So, change something they did. No. 30 out, No. 35 in. And then, 
everything shifted. 

“He was great,” Mitch Marner said of Ilya Samsonov’s performance, the 
second half of Toronto’s tandem coming in cold but managing to answer 
every question asked of him by the Panthers' forwards. “Obviously a 
couple massive saves, a big breakaway save in the third too. He just 
came in and calmed our team down. It was great to see him go in there 
and just kind of take over that game for us.” 

“He was just composed,” added Auston Matthews, who fed off that 
momentum and helped author the Maple Leafs’ comeback. “We did a 
little bit better of a job in front of him, I think, but obviously he made some 
incredible saves tonight, too.” 

Heroic as his performance might’ve been, for Samsonov, himself, it was 
just par for the course. Part of the job. 

“It’s just a game,” he said after finishing the night with 11 saves on 11 
shots. “Both goalies need to be ready for everything.” 

The man whose net he rescued had a more generous view of the 
situation. 

“I thought Sammy did an unbelievable job coming in cold like that, made 
a ton of huge saves for us,” Murray said of his partner. “It gave the team 
a huge spark.” 

Given everything else that happened on this Tuesday night at Scotiabank 
Arena, in what was a circus of a game that had both coaches fairly 
perplexed after the final whistle, maybe it’s a burn-the-tapes type of 
affair. But maybe there’s cause for concern, too, in how things were 
trending before Matthews and William Nylander pulled their club back 
from the depths with a pair of tying goals and an overtime winner. 

Look back through Murray’s slate of games in 2022-23, and Tuesday’s 
affair marks the seventh time in 19 appearances that the netminder’s 
allowed four goals or more. Since December, the veteran’s oscillated 
between world-beating performances and worrying showings like this 
one. Every time, he’s managed to answer with a quality win his next time 
out. 

This time, though, as his workload’s ramped up, he stumbled twice in a 
row for the first time, allowing four against an elite Boston Bruins side on 
Saturday, before his four against these middling Panthers. 

What that means for the latter half of the regular season, and the all-
important stretch that will come after, isn’t yet clear. What it does make 
clear is that there are still question marks hovering above the Maple 
Leafs net, with the stakes as high as ever. 

Luckily for the blue and white, on this night that was only half the story, 
Samsonov showed the other side of his club’s goaltending coin. And the 
team in front of him showed the type of resilience they’ll need to draw 
upon if they hope to change their playoff fortunes in 2023. 

“For me and for team, a really important win,” Samsonov said of the 5-4 
victory. “This game, everybody sees — 4-2, two goals, three goals, it 
doesn’t matter for us. We played really strong today. A huge win, just for 
the mental. For the team.” 

Ask Keefe, and there’s little question of who sparked the storm that 
eventually lifted his squad and delivered that character win. 

“Clearly we needed to change something. And then Sammy went in,” 
Keefe said from the bowels of Scotiabank Arena as the stands emptied, 
reflecting on the comeback. “Made some big saves, got the crowd into it. 
He gave the guys some life, and a reason to keep pushing.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Disjointed all-around play plagues Jets in loss against 
struggling Canadiens 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorldJanuary 17, 2023, 11:10 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - Rick Bowness wasn’t about to rant and rave about this rare 
no-show. 

The head coach of the Winnipeg Jets maintained his composure in the 
aftermath of what has to be considered an outlier effort for his team that 
has prided itself on consistency this season. 

Although Bowness wasn’t pointing fingers or assessing blame, he was 
direct when it came to where he thought things went wrong in what 
turned into a 4-1 loss to the Montreal Canadiens, a team that had not 
won consecutive games since late November - until Tuesday, that is. 

“There's very few games that we're going to walk out of a rink and say we 
didn't deserve to win but that's certainly one. We didn't deserve to win 
that game,” Bowness told reporters in Montreal. “We were behind all 
night and made it very easy for them to play their game. When the 
compete isn't there and the legs (aren't) there and the execution isn't 
there, then you look bad. We looked bad.” 

Whereas Friday’s tidy 4-1 victory was an outing that featured no 
passengers in the eyes of Bowness, the number of adequate to above 
average performances could probably be counted on with one hand. 

Over the course of an 82-game schedule, it’s going to happen. 

As hard as it may be for some fan bases to accept, teams near the top of 
the standings occasionally fall to a team near the basement. 

That’s not to suggest it’s something a team like the Jets can easily 
dismiss either, as Kyle Connor made abundantly clear in his post-game 
comments. 

“Kind of disjointed throughout the whole ice, all three zones, not one 
zone in particular,” said Connor. “They were able to counter on us pretty 
good, catch us on bad changes. We just weren’t taking care of each 
other. 

“Ah, I mean, you want to take everything that we can out of that. I don’t 
think it’s just a completely wipe the slate and forget about it (situation). 
We’ve got to learn from what happened and make sure that it doesn’t 
happen again.” 

For those folks wondering if the Jets might have taken the Canadiens 
lightly after squeaking past the Arizona Coyotes on Sunday, that wasn't 
part of the equation either. 

“I don’t think so,” said Connor. “I wish I knew. (Then) I would tell you. 
We’re all going to look in the mirror and figure that one out.” 

Connor produced one of the few highlights in the contest for the Jets, 
finishing off a creative series of passes during a power play to blast home 
a one-timer for what was his 200th NHL goal. 

Connor wasn’t in much of a mood to celebrate the milestone, though he 
conceded it was something he would take time to reflect on during the 
offseason. 

“It’s pretty cool to hit those milestones,” said Connor, who became the 
fifth player in Jets/Atlanta Thrashers franchise history to reach the mark. 
“You never dream in your wildest dreams that you’d be in the NHL and 
be scoring 200.” 

In what can only be described as an unexpected turn of events, the Jets 
seemed to abandon their structure and got away from almost all of the 
things that have made them such a successful team this season. 

Their puck management was suspect and so was their defensive-zone 
coverage. 
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The lapses were plentiful and often costly. 

Puck support was often non-existent and this offence that has seemed to 
find its groove since the return to health for several key contributors was 
barely able to sustain any sustained pressure in the offensive zone at 
even strength. 

Top Jets defence prospect Ville Heinola checked back into the Jets 
lineup for Dylan Samberg and things didn’t go smoothly for him - though 
that’s a phrase that can be used to describe most of his teammates on 
this night. 

However, for a guy battling to make an impression and keep himself in 
the midst of the competition for ice time on the back end, this effort didn’t 
help his cause. 

During a three shift stretch in the second period, Heinola was on the ice 
for three consecutive goals against. 

That’s not to say he was at fault for all of them, but Heinola was a bit too 
cautious as he played a one-on-one with Mike Hoffman after defence 
partner Brenden Dillon pinched up on the play. 

The split second Heinola took before contesting the shot was enough for 
Hoffman to find the space required to roof his shot off the crossbar and in 
for the goal that ended up being the game-winner. 

Heinola had put together a strong stretch of games before he was taken 
out of the lineup, only to come down with an illness on the afternoon he 
was supposed to return to action with the Jets. 

The spread of the flu bug forced the Jets to send him down to the minors 
on the weekend when they needed a forward available on an emergency 
basis and he got into a game with the Manitoba Moose of the American 
Hockey League that was meant to help him get his legs under him. 

Bowness sat Heinola down for the final 6:29 of the second period, but got 
him back in the rotation for the third period as he finished with 17 shifts 
for 9:34 of ice time. 

This isn’t a call to demote Heinola immediately, it’s a reminder that young 
defencemen like him are going to encounter growing pains and this is 
sometimes what they look like. 

Samberg is likely to return to the lineup on Thursday for the All-Canadian 
showdown with the Toronto Maple Leafs and Heinola will need to find a 
way to get himself ready for his next game - which should come before 
the end of this five-game road swing. 

It’s a harsh reality for players on the periphery of the roster and it’s 
something that should serve guys like Heinola well once they finally 
break through and earn more regular work. 

In case you were wondering, Bowness wasn’t about to make Heinola a 
scapegoat on an evening where plenty of players missed plenty of 
assignments. 

“It wasn't one guy,” said Bownness. “It was everybody, so... It was 
everybody.” 

The Jets were already looking forward to the opportunity to put this 
suspect effort behind them. 

“I don't think it was necessarily tactical stuff,” said Jets defenceman Josh 
Morrissey, who helped set up Connor’s power-play tally. “We sat back 
and we weren't on our toes and we didn't have our skating legs. That's 
something that's easy to fix. We'll have to be ready to go against a top 
team here in a couple of days.” 

There’s plenty of evidence from the first 40-plus games to suggest the 
Jets will be ready to go when they face the Maple Leafs for the second 
and final time of the regular season. 

“That’s a proud group in there. We wouldn’t be where we are today 
without that being a proud group,” said Bowness. “They knew they were 

off. We didn’t play well. So, we had a bad game and we have to recover 
quickly. 

“Now we’re going to be challenged Thursday in Toronto and we better 
answer the bell.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'There has been a real buy-in': Surging Oilers beat Kraken 
for fourth win in a row 

 

Mark Spector | @sportsnetspecJanuary 18, 2023, 1:00 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Let’s face it, there are always reasons to question if a 
winning streak is for real. 

For example: Two of the Edmonton Oilers' wins in this four-game skein 
came against Anaheim and San Jose. That’s self-explanatory. 

Sure, they beat Vegas in their barn for the third win, but then you got 
Seattle on the end of what amounts to a nine-game road trip. Let’s see 
how you do against Tampa on Thursday… 

What? What? The Lightning play in Vancouver the night before? 

You can slice it up however you want, but here’s what the standings say: 
The Oilers kept the Kraken within reach, pulling to within three points of 
Seattle with a decisive 5-2 victory Tuesday night in Edmonton. 

It’s Edmonton’s fourth straight victory, the Oilers' first since a five-game 
win streak that ended on Nov. 3. 

“That’s a good team that we went out and played well against, start to 
finish,” said defenceman Darnell Nurse, who logged a team-high 24:12. 
“We got ourselves a lead and worked hard.” 

Sure, Seattle, tied for second in the Pacific Division, has two games in 
hand on fourth-place Edmonton. But with three of their next four games 
against Vancouver, Columbus and Chicago — then a trip through Detroit, 
Philly, Ottawa and Montreal after the All-Star break — the Oilers are 
poised for a season-changing run of games, if they keep their level where 
it was Tuesday. 

And over the past four games, the level has been as high as we’ve seen 
all season. 

“There has been a real buy-in, you can see it from our group,” Nurse 
said. “In our D-zone we are keeping a lot of stuff to the outside, and when 
the puck does get to the net, the goalie has to make the first save — but 
we want to clean up everything around him.” 

We’ve seen this effort on road this season, in cities like Dallas, Tampa, 
Vegas and Calgary. 

Seeing this at home? That’s a sight for sore eyes indeed. 

So far in 2022-23, it has always seemed like there was a reason to fold 
the tent at home. To blow a 2-0 lead. 

On Tuesday, home ice looked like a place that Edmonton controlled. 

“We weren’t able to properly string games together. Now we have won 
(four) in a row,” said Zach Hyman (1-2-3). “We’re playing the right way, 
we’re playing strong, mature third periods. Playing to our game and 
making sure we make it difficult on the guys on the other side and 
understanding the type of game you are in when you are up. 

“I think that is really encouraging.” 
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Connor McDavid popped his 38th in game No. 46, hammering a wrister 
past Martin Jones after a dandy solo rush. He’ll score 50 this season, but 
any dreams of 50 in 50 seem snuffed at this point, needing 12 tucks in 
his next four games. 

McDavid still has an eight-game scoring streak, and has points in 25 of 
his last 26 games. This one wasn’t about the stars, however -- another 
very good sign for Edmonton. 

The Oilers scored five times on a night where the power play went 0-for-
3. On a night where McDavid and Leon Draisaitl (two assists) combined 
for three points, Hyman, Derek Ryan, Warren Foegele and Ryan McLeod 
all had singles -- the latter three from near or inside the blue paint. 

“We have to find different ways to win. You can’t just rely on your power 
play,” said Foegele, who had perhaps his best night of the season on a 
night where the coach chose to healthy-scratch Jesse Puljujarvi ahead of 
him. “Everyone is contributing, everyone is working hard. We have to 
stay with it.” 

You’re starting to see the same game from this Oilers team, night after 
night. Less wild swings, more consistent system play. 

“We’re managing the puck really well and not giving away goals like we 
were before,” nodded Foegele. “It’s just constant rhythm to make it more 
difficult for their defencemen.” 

And, if you can stand the prosperity, there was one more nugget of good 
news in Evander Kane’s return after missing 31 games with a wrist injury. 
He was dynamite, with seven shots on goal and five hits, both team 
highs. 

“It felt fine. No issues, other than my (lack of) finish,” Kane said. “I guess I 
can’t expect too much. But I had my looks tonight, which is a positive. I’ll 
just try to build on that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / After Tuesday, could Dubois' next game at Bell Centre be 
for the Canadiens? 

 

Eric Engels | @EricEngelsJanuary 17, 2023, 2:08 PM 

 

MONTREAL — It’s a legitimate question that’s sure to be racing through 
Montreal Canadiens fans’ minds: 

Will Tuesday’s game between the Winnipeg Jets and their team mark the 
last time they see Pierre-Luc Dubois skating in anything but bleu, blanc 
et rouge at the Bell Centre? 

He’s the type of big centre fans in Montreal have been dreaming about 
for decades and, so long as he remains non-committal on a long-term 
contract extension with the Jets, the possibility of him soon suiting up in a 
Canadiens jersey remains open. 

Before Dubois, there was Vincent Lecavalier—the 6-foot-4, 215-pound 
centre who was highly coveted by the Canadiens and their fans and 
rumoured to be coming for several years before he was traded to 
Montreal in a 2008 deal that ultimately got nixed by Tampa Bay Lightning 
owners. 

On Monday, Dubois arrived with the Jets and held court with media at the 
Ritz Carlton Hotel to announce he was relaunching his takeover of 
Lecavalier’s charity, which helped fund hockey for underprivileged kids in 
Rimouski, Que., where Dubois grew up. 

It had already been several years since the 6-foot-2, 205-pound centre 
born just an hour away from the Bell Centre in Ste-Agathe-des-Monts, 

Que., before living in Rimouski took over from Lecavalier as the most 
sought-after homegrown star in Montreal. 

“It’s not something I was thinking about when I started this (philanthropic 
endeavour in 2020),” Dubois said after Winnipeg’s morning skate 
Tuesday. 

But he knows the irony of him reaffirming his strong ties to Quebec on 
Monday—and taking over for Lecavalier in the cause while rumours 
continue to swirl at gale force about his future in Montreal—is too great to 
ignore. 

The Canadiens made attempts to pry him out of Columbus when the 
former Blue Jackets third-overall pick asked to be traded in January of 
2021, before he eventually went to the Jets for Patrik Laine and Jack 
Roslovic. And there was plenty of speculation—after agent Pat Brisson 
confirmed to TVA Sports Dubois wouldn’t sign beyond two years in 
Winnipeg and that Montreal is “a city he would like to play in”—they 
made another run at him last summer. 

Now that the 24-year-old is a pending restricted free agent on an expiring 
$6-million contract and just one year away from possibly becoming an 
unrestricted free agent, the buzz of him joining the team he grew up 
cheering for is only going to ramp up between now and July. 

Meanwhile, Dubois has had a breakout season with the Jets, accounting 
for 20 goals and 49 points in 44 games. 

He said on Tuesday he won’t think about his next contract until summer 
rolls around and that he’s purely devoted to helping the Jets win this 
year’s Stanley Cup —something that appears realistic considering they 
enter their game against the Canadiens firing on all cylinders and owning 
the Western Conference’s best record (29-14-1). 

The Jets don’t want to wait until then. 

After Dubois’ availability, coach Rick Bowness was singing his praises. 
He’s placed him with premium wingers Kyle Connor and Nikolaj Ehlers, 
opened the door for him to assume more leadership, delighted in how 
he’s responded to all challenges, and is committed to convincing him to 
remain in Winnipeg beyond the rest of this season and the one to follow. 

“I told him that when I got the job (this past July): ‘I’m going to do 
everything I can to help you stay in Winnipeg,’” the 67-year-old said. 

Whether or not it works is up in the air, Bowness acknowledged. 

“Time will tell on that,” he said. “That’s totally out of my control right now. 
He’s going to do what he wants to do, what’s best for him and his career. 
All I can do is tell him I’d love to see him be a Winnipeg Jet for a long 
time and I’ll do everything I can to keep him in a Winnipeg Jet uniform.” 

If Bowness’ mission fails, calls for the Canadiens to trade for the player 
will only grow stronger in Quebec. 

We’re not sure the team’s position on it will be all that different than it 
was last summer, when the price to acquire and sign Dubois seemed like 
it might have been too high for what he had delivered to date—he hadn’t 
recorded more than 61 points in any season—and where the Canadiens 
were at in their rebuilding process. 

There’s precedent now for what the cost might look like this summer. 
Spoiler alert: It’s exorbitantly high. 

When Matthew Tkachuk told the Flames last summer that he wouldn’t 
sign long-term in Calgary, just a year away from becoming an 
unrestricted free agent, he put general manager Brad Treliving in a spot 
where he had to choose between holding onto him and risking losing him 
for nothing at the end of the season versus working out a sign-and-trade. 

Treliving signed Tkachuk to an eight-year, $76-million contract and 
traded him to the Florida Panthers for superstar Jonathan Huberdeau 
and top-four defenceman Mackenzie Weegar. 

Granted Tkachuk produced 104 points last season, but, like Dubois, his 
previous career high was 61 before he busted out. 
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Dubois is currently on pace for 91 points this season, he’ll have an 
excellent opportunity to add to his 22 points in 33 playoff games when 
the Jets participate this spring, and you really have to wonder if the 
Canadiens would pay what it might take to acquire him via trade when 
the possibility he walks straight to them in free agency, in the summer of 
2024, is as real as it appears to be. 

None of that will stop Canadiens fans from pondering how Tuesday’s 
game might be the last one Dubois plays at the Bell Centre in a uniform 
that isn’t theirs. 
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TSN.CA / Flames staying patient with top prospect Pelletier 

 

Salim Valji 

 

With Calgary Flames fans clamouring to see 2019 first-round pick Jakob 
Pelletier take his solo rookie lap, head coach Darryl Sutter is taking a 
more patient approach with the winger. 

Pelletier, listed at 5-foot-10 and 180 pounds, has been producing at a 
point-per-game clip in the American Hockey League the past two 
seasons and was recalled Jan. 7 ahead of the team’s five-game road trip. 

While it doesn’t appear that he’ll suit up in game action anytime soon, 
Sutter sees value in having Pelletier around the group. 

“You bring them on trips, and they have to watch how guys, before you 
play in the NHL or before you’re successful in the NHL, you have to be 
around those guys and see what it’s like,” Sutter said on Tuesday. “Pick 
somebody out. Prepare like him, work like him, practice, and don’t think 
you’re him…I’ll tell you what I think you’re like and go from there.” 

Pelletier’s size remains a sticking point for the coach. 

“As he gets a little stronger and gets a little more weight, then he’s going 
to have a better opportunity,” he said. “That’s what happens. He can still 
do that. He’s only 21.” 

After a subpar (by his own admission) training camp, Pelletier is grateful 
for the NHL opportunity – even if it means sitting in the press box for 
now. He’s biding his time and enjoying the experience of being around 
NHLers every day. 

Pelletier said his phone call with general manager Brad Treliving telling 
him he was joining the NHL club is a memory sure to last a lifetime. 

“He was like, ‘Pelts, pack your bags. You’re coming with us for the road 
trip,’” recalled Pelletier of the conversation. 

Pelletier then called his family in Quebec City to give them the good 
news. 

“I think it was like one o’clock in the morning in Quebec City,” he said. 
“They were kind of like, ‘What’s going on here?’” 

The lessons are sure to benefit Pelletier when he does eventually make 
his NHL debut. Calgary has one of the oldest rosters in the league, 
including Stanley Cup champions like Milan Lucic, Tyler Toffoli, Blake 
Coleman, and Nazem Kadri. There’s also fellow Quebec-born forward 
Jonathan Huberdeau. Pelletier joked that he now has someone to speak 
with in his mother tongue.  

“The work ethic, also the lifestyle,” he said, of what he’s gleaned thus far 
in the NHL. “Just to be a pro guy, I think you have to bring it each 
day…each guy [on the Flames] has been good to me.” 

Sutter drew parallels to Andrew Mangiapane and Dillon Dube, two 
Flames-drafted players who were also undersized, but have become top-
nine mainstays and key parts of the organization’s future. 

As Pelletier hopes to one day join them in a similar role, he’s remaining 
upbeat.  

“We haven’t talked too much to be honest,” he said of his interactions 
with the coaching staff. “I think they love the positivity that I bring each 
day.” 

It’s that positivity Pelletier will rely on while he remains with the Flames. If 
Sutter’s comments are any indication, that solo lap will have to wait. 

“At the end of the day, I want to get him in,” Sutter said. “But you know 
what? We’re not 10 [points] up [in the playoff race] and we’re not 10 
[points] out. That’s the way it works…He’s got energy for it and a passion 
for it and a work ethic for it. He’s a good kid.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs aim to frustrate expert agitator Tkachuk 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena on 
Tuesday. 

Florida Panthers winger Matthew Tkachuk arrives in Toronto riding a 
seven-game point streak.  

"He's going to agitate," said Leafs defenceman Mark Giordano. "You got 
to try and agitate him back." 

Tkachuk leads the Panthers in goals (22) and points (56) this season. He 
also leads the team in penalty minutes (67). 

Giordano played with Tkachuk in Calgary and knows his game inside and 
out. He watched how Tkachuk worked on tips and deflections at the end 
of each and every practice.  

"Chucky has got some good touch," Giordano said. "As many points as 
he does get, he's still underrated with the touches he gets around the net. 
He's one of the best from the hashmarks down for sure. You got to try 
and contain him around the net ... He's a lot to handle out there. We have 
to play him hard." 

"We have to keep him away from the spots he wants to go to and not let 
him get to our goaltender," said left winger Michael Bunting. "It will 
definitely be a challenge." 

"He plays on the edge," observed defenceman Timothy Liljegren. "Big 
body [6-foot-2, 201 pounds], so tough to move around. I have to be in 
good position to be able to take him away."  

The Leafs will try and give Tkachuk a taste of his own medicine by 
getting under his skin.  

"Get in front of him," said rookie winger Bobby McMann of the game 
plan. "Get in his way and try to maybe frustrate him a little bit." 

Tkachuk has been limited to just four goals and four assists in 19 career 
games against Toronto. 

0 seconds of 2 minutes, 21 secondsVolume 90% 

Leafs preparing for Tkachuk: 'He's going to agitate, you got to try and 
agitate him back' 
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Mark Giordano played with Matthew Tkachuk for five seasons together in 
Calgary before the veteran defenceman moved on to Seattle in the 
expansion draft. Now with two new teams, Giordano admits that Tkachuk 
is very strong around the net, so the Leafs will have to try an take away 
his time and space, while not letting him get under their skin. 

--- 

After allowing four goals on 34 shots in Saturday's loss in Boston, Matt 
Murray will be back in net on Tuesday.  

"We liked his game the other day and thought an opportunity to get right 
back in would be good for him," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "We're trying 
to increase his workload on home ice. He's had a lot of road games, so 
getting him some time in the net at home will be good. He did a really 
good job for us against Nashville when we were last in here." 

Murray has started 18 games this season, but only six at home.  

The Panthers have struggled to regain their Presidents' Trophy winning 
form and sit four points out of a playoff spot.  

"I haven't watched closely enough or long enough over the season to 
pinpoint why it hasn't worked out as well for them, but in terms of the 
respect we have for them and their players that's unchanged," said 
Keefe.  

Florida is fifth overall in 5-on-5 goals this season.  

"We just played against Boston, and it was one of the top offensive 
teams in the league and in many statistical categories this team actually 
trends higher than them and better than them," said Keefe. "Offensively, 
they've been extremely dynamic. They make a lot plays. Their 
defencemen are very involved in a lot of what they do. [They're] very 
good around your net. So, they present a great deal of challenges there. 
Great in transition." 

--- 

Centre Pontus Holmberg and defenceman Rasmus Sandin skated on 
Tuesday, but will not play against the Panthers as they continue to 
recover from an illness.  

"They're feeling better," said Keefe. "They're here and able to skate, but 
we determined that giving them more time to get back up to full strength 
and have a day of eating proper food and keeping it down and that stuff 
would serve them well." 

Jordie Benn draws in on defence.  

McMann returns to the lineup after missing Saturday's game with the flu 
bug that has been making its way through the dressing room. Tuesday 
will be his third career NHL game.  

"It doesn't make it easier, that’s for sure," the 26-year-old said of the 
illness. "The start's hard on its own trying to jump into this league and 
doesn't feel great to get a sickness and try to battle your way back. But 
I'm feeling good now and hopefully can make an impact." 

McMann will be looking to make up for lost time after missing out on a 
chance to face the league-leading Bruins.  

"It's hard to swallow because you want to play in that game, especially a 
game of that magnitude where [we're] battling a team like Boston," 
McMann said. "I feel like that would've been really cool to play in. 
Hopefully I get another chance at them." 

The Bruins will be in Toronto on Feb. 1.   

--- 

Bunting is second in the NHL with 26 drawn penalties, but it feels like the 
sophomore winger could be eliciting even more calls.  

"It's natural," said Keefe. "You're only going to be able to draw so many 
in a game and some refs and some nights certain things just aren't going 
to be called and that can be frustrating for a player like him. He's involved 

in so much and takes a lot of heat because the other team is not big fans 
of his when he's out there. They're in his face and at times they can get 
away with things that maybe they wouldn't on other players, but that just 
comes with the territory. This is not new for him. I've seen him endure 
that and play that way since junior and I'm sure it started before that. He 
deals with it well and you wouldn't want it to change because without that 
he's just not the same player. That's just the reality." 

Bunting was particularly frustrated after a missed call during Thursday's 
game at Detroit when Ben Chiarot high sticked him in the face.  

"The game is so fast so the refs, obviously, miss a few things and that's 
just hockey," he said. "That's what happens. I can't change my game 
even if I'm not getting the calls. I got to keep playing hard and playing my 
game." 

What's his relationship like with the referees?  

"We try to be nice to one another out there as much as we can," 
Bunting said with a smile. "You know what? They have a hard job. The 
game is so fast, and they have to react to everything. It's an emotional 
game and I'll just keep it at that." 
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Bunting on referees: 'We try and be nice to one another' 

Toronto's Michael Bunting's aggressive style has been known to draw 
calls from the referees, but the Leafs' forward feels like there could be 
more. With the reputation of drawing penalties, Bunting jokes about his 
relationship with the officials saying that they ''try and be nice to one 
another.'' 

--- 

Liljegren will partner with Morgan Rielly on Tuesday. Rielly is struggling 
to get back in a rhythm following a lengthy injury layoff while Liljegren 
appears to be growing in confidence.  

"This year there's been some injuries, so you get more ice time and grow 
your game that way," Liljegren said. "People have to step up and try and 
play their best game." 

Liljegren is averaging 18:31 of ice time per game, which is up from 16:24 
last season.  

"He seems to be that much more comfortable playing both sides of the 
puck this season," said Keefe. "He really took big steps last season. He 
seems to have maintained that and continued to find the consistency 
necessary to be a guy who is just in your lineup, you are happy to have 
him, and you can lean on him when you really need to. He seems like he 
has been able to handle everything we have thrown his way." 

Keefe suggested this new pairing could help Rielly get going.  

"I think Morgan can take care of himself," Liljegren, 23, said with a grin. 
"He's been in the league for a long time."   
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Liljegren on Rielly: 'Morgan can take care of himself' 

With the revolving door of injuries affecting the Maple Leafs' blueline, 
Timothy Liljegren has been paired with Morgan Rielly with the idea that 
Liljegren could help the veteran defenceman out. When asked about the 
potential of helping out Rielly, Liljegren laughed it off, saying Morgan is a 
veteran player who can handle things on his own. 

---  

Giordano leads the Leafs with 86 blocked shots.  

"It's a lot like, I guess, a goaltender's mindset," the 39-year-old said of his 
approach. "You're trying to read where the puck's going to go. If you're 
on the penalty kill, a lot of those situations, especially seam passes, it's a 
read and you want to get in the lane and block it or at least help your 
goalie see which side of the net it's going to be shot on. At the end of the 
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day, it's something I've always taken a lot of pride in my whole career 
and it's a really important part of the game." 

 Giordano is the oldest skater in the league and the Leafs are doing all 
they can to keep him going strong.  

"You get all sorts of tests and bloodwork done to know exactly where you 
need to focus on," Giordano said. "For me, it's just staying hydrated all 
the time and not cramping up during games. We've focused on that." 

Lead performance dietician Margaret Hughes has created a special 
smoothie for Giordano drink on game days.  

"Margie takes care of us," Giordano said. "A lot of electrolytes, a lot of 
salts that will prevent you [from cramping]. Earlier in my career I would 
cramp for sure, and I've got a hold of it now that I've gotten older." 

How's the smoothie taste?  

"She whips up all sorts of flavours for you, so it's good," Giordano said. 
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Giordano on shot blocking with goalie mindset, special game-day 
smoothie 

Maple Leafs defenceman Mark Giordano leads the team with 86 blocked 
shots over 44 games this season, and attributes it to just being fearless 
like a goalie. The veteran also explains how the Maple Leafs have helped 
him deal with cramps and soreness in part due to special game-day 
smoothies. 

 --- 

Projected lineup for Tuesday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Jarnkrok - Tavares - Marner  

McMann - Kampf - Engvall  

Aston-Reese - Kerfoot - Hunt 

Rielly - Liljegren  

Giordano - Holl  

Benn - Timmins  

Murray starts  

Samsonov  
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