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Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen is back in net, finally, and worth the long wait 
By Luke DeCock 
Raleigh  

There was nothing unusual about seeing Frederik Andersen 
on the ice at PNC Arena on Wednesday morning for an 
entirely ordinary off-day practice. He’s been out there with 
his teammates since early December, working his way back 
from a knee injury. 
What’s different is there are no questions about if and when 
he’ll play. Andersen is expected to make his third start since 
his return for the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday against 
the Minnesota Wild, and his play in the first two games back 
— wins over the Columbus Blue Jackets and Pittsburgh 
Penguins, the latter a narrow 2-1 win with the only goal 
batted into his own net by Andersen himself in a blooper-reel 
gaffe — underlined one crucial point: It may take him a while 
to get himself ready to return, but he really does know what 
he’s doing. 
“In terms of feeling, like, being ready, it really can be tough,” 
Andersen said Wednesday. “You never really know what 
you’re going to face in net in a real game. You’ll never know. 
It’s one of those things, you do what you can, you try to feel 
as good as you can in practice, and it’s sink or swim.” 
The Hurricanes managed just fine without him for a while, 
ripping off an 11-game winning streak behind Antti Raanta 
and Pyotr Kochetkov, but as they both faltered, one streak 
turned into another.  
Andersen’s return not only got the Hurricanes turned back in 
the right direction but allowed Kochetkov, finally, to go down 
to Chicago and try to get his groove back. 

‘Could he have played probably way earlier?’ 

Much like last spring, when Andersen was practicing 
throughout the Rangers series but never played or even 
dressed as Raanta wavered in Game 6 and got hurt in Game 
7, there were times when it seemed like Andersen might 
never come back. But when he did, the results were 
spectacular. 
“He couldn’t have played much better,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said “After being off that long, that was a 
huge concern. He practiced a long time. It wasn’t like he was 
off and we threw him right in. … He knew what he needed to 
do to get to that level. Could he have played probably way 
earlier and maybe not have been as sharp? I think probably. 
But he obviously looks good.” 
And that’s the crux of the differing needs of player and team, 
the balance that has to be struck. While the Hurricanes might 
prefer he get to that point a little more quickly, Andersen has 
learned, through difficult experience, that at this point in his 
career, the risk of coming back at anything less than 100 
percent outweighs the delay. 
“As you get older, you’re more experienced, or more in tune 
with your body I guess,” Andersen said. “Knowing when you 
need treatment, what’s bothering you, what’s not right, small 
day-to-day things. Just from always taking an interest in 
getting good treatment and taking advantage of all the good 
resources on the team and the outside people I’ve gotten to 
know over the years.” 

Looking ahead to April, May, June 

In the end, it’s much better Andersen takes whatever time he 
needs now to get himself back into prime shape, physically 
and mentally, than rush himself back — specially since the 
Hurricanes were able to ride Kochetkov and Raanta for two 
months, although that was never a long-term solution. Not 
only was it a lot to ask of the rookie, who started seven 
straight games at one point, there was always going to be a 
moment where the adrenaline and giddy haze of playing 
every other day wore off and reality set in. 
Andersen’s return allows Kochetkov to go down to the 
minors and play every day, again. If history is any guide, the 
Hurricanes will need him again. 
“We need him to play, No. 1,” Brind’Amour said. “A three-
goalie rotation is not the best for a young kid. We want to get 
his confidence at a high level, which it was when he came 
here. Listen, he had a good stretch, but he’s still a young 
goalie with a lot to learn. That showed I think at the end. 
We’re doing the right thing here.” 
Andersen, who has less to learn at this point in his career, is 
still the goalie that gives the Hurricanes the best chance to 
win the Stanley Cup, his rough start to the season aside. If 
that means taking a couple weeks in December and January 
to go from 99.2 percent fit to 99.9 percent fit, by all means, 
what’s the rush, honestly? 
Because the Hurricanes don’t necessarily need Andersen at 
his best now, or in February or March. They need him to win 
playoff games for them in April and May and June, especially 
when they don’t have their best stuff, something the 
Hurricanes didn’t get last spring when they really needed it 
on the road.  

Higher stakes, bigger opportunity 

Make no mistake, goaltending isn’t the reason the 
Hurricanes went out in the second round, but it’s fair to 
wonder if things wouldn’t have been different — it would 
have taken just one stolen road win in the Rangers series — 
were Andersen available. (Or, for that matter, if Raanta 
hadn’t been banged up early in the Boston series.) 
That’s not a hypothetical the Hurricanes have any interest in 
exploring again. Nor, for that matter, does Andersen. He 
played on good teams in Anaheim and Toronto but only once 
twice made it out of the first round. On a team this good, the 
stakes are that much higher, the opportunity that much 
bigger. 
“Looking back, I’ve been blessed to be on really good teams 
throughout my career, from the early days in Anaheim,” 
Andersen said. “I’ve heard all the guys say this, when you do 
get a chance to go on a deep run, take it and do what you 
can, because you don’t know when you’ll be back there. 
Same thing in Toronto. You think you’re going to get another 
chance next year and all of a sudden you don’t know if you 
do. You just learn to take less things for granted as you get 
older, both in hockey and in life.” 
That too, Andersen has learned over the course of his 
career. 
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Which NHL prospects saw their stock rise in the first half of the season? 
By Corey Pronman 
 
On the heels of our midseason update of the best NHL 
players and prospects under the age of 23 this week, today I 
thought I would highlight the young players who saw their 
prospect stocks rise the most in the first half among the 
higher echelon names. 

Alexander Nikishin, LHD, Carolina 

Calling Nikishin a riser may be an understatement. After 
being a third-round pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, he’s looked 
like a top five pick this season in the KHL. He’s been 
arguably the best defenseman in the KHL as a 21-year-old. 
His skating, physicality and size made him very interesting 
as an NHL prospect, but he’s added much more offense than 
I thought he had. Nikishin is making difficult plays with the 
puck now on a consistent basis to go with his bomb from the 
point. Now he has all the tools you want in an NHL player. 
The issue is his contract. After SKA traded for him this 
summer, they extended him until the end of the 2024-25 KHL 
season (this is according to SKA’s GM Roman Rotenberg). 
Thus, this could be another Evgeny Kuznetsov/Kirill Kaprizov 
situation — a wait for a major Russian prospect. 

Tyler Boucher, RW, Ottawa 

It’s a little weird to be profiling a recent 10th overall pick who 
I think projects as a middle-six winger, but after how tough 
Boucher’s 2021-22 season went, it wasn’t clear that was 
going to be his projection. He looks a lot better between his 
play in the OHL and world juniors this season. The most 
important thing I’ve seen on top of some more offensive 
touch is that his game has more pace to it to go with his 
usual physicality. That combination of traits should translate 
into a good pro, presuming he can stay healthy. 

Filip Bystedt, C, San Jose 

Bystedt has looked solid versus men this season and with 
Sweden’s U20 team at various tournaments throughout the 
year including the world juniors. His toolkit has always been 
highly enticing, but the consistency wasn’t always there. That 
part of his game still isn’t perfect, but it’s been better this 
season. So now you have a tall, fast, skilled center who can 
score and shows up more often; it makes for an exciting pro 
prospect. 

Ryan Greene, C, Chicago 

Greene was a tough player to figure out as a draft eligible. In 
the USHL you saw the talent he had. He was a good skater 
with legit skill, playmaking and finishing ability who also killed 
penalties for his junior team. Yet in his draft season he was 
30th in league scoring and well below a point/game. I still 
liked him because of the talent but wasn’t over the moon 
about him. This season we’ve seen that talent again as a 
freshman at Boston University, but it’s on display more 
consistently. Greene has been excellent in college and came 
very close to making Canada’s U20 team. 

Wyatt Johnston, C, Dallas 

Things are going quite well for Wyatt Johnston and the 
Dallas Stars of late. After being the best player in the OHL 
last season, Johnston made Dallas as a teenager and hasn’t 
looked out of place in one of the league’s best offenses. He’s 
been on a steep upward trajectory ever since his significant 
growth spurt a few years ago to go with his great skill, vision 
and competitiveness. The knock on him has been a lack of 
top-end speed, but given those strengths and weaknesses 
I’ve talked to NHL scouts this season who compare his game 
to David Krejci. So far he’s shown his weaknesses aren’t 
holding him back in the big leagues. 

Jiri Kulich, LW, Buffalo 

Kulich has been very good in the AHL for an 18-year-old, 
playing a significant role on Rochester’s team. Kulich has 
skill and can score goals. That’s been evident in how he’s 
scored against men and juniors historically, but it’s his style 
of play that has really appealed to scouts. He is a competitor 
who gives an honest effort every night, goes to the high 
traffic areas, and has good pace in his game. I wouldn’t call 
him a dynamic player, but he does a lot of things very well 
and just continues to produce, coming off a great world 
juniors as well. 

Carter Mazur, RW, Detroit 

Mazur’s significant upward trend of development over the 
last few years has carried into this season, where he’s been 
one of the very best players in college hockey. His skating 
and compete level have always been positives in his game, 
but the level of offense he’s showing right now is quite 
significant compared to a few seasons ago. Mazur can shoot 
the puck, has good hands and offensive sense to go with his 
speed and direct style of play. He’s looking like someone 
who could be a top six winger in the NHL one day. 

Juuso Parssinen, C, Nashville 

Parssinen has to be one of the best prospect stories of the 
season and the biggest riser overall. After being a seventh-
round pick in 2019, Parssinen has often lined up as 
Nashville’s first-line center this season. While I don’t think 
he’s an actual 1C, more of a 2/3 for me, that is a massive 
add to the organization from one of the very last selections of 
his draft class. Parssinen’s skating is still not great, but he’s 
shown a ton of skill and natural playmaking ability in the 
years since his draft. I saw flashes of skill when he was 
younger but did not see this level of puck game coming. He 
combines that with a good sized frame and a willingness to 
attack the inside with that frame. That pro-style mentality to 
go with his creativity has and will continue to lend itself to a 
lot of success. 

Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, St. Louis 

Snuggerud has been great this season, being a top scorer in 
college and then at the world juniors. Snuggerud was a top 
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line forward with the USNTDP in his draft season but he was 
never *the guy* on that team. In fact, four other forwards on 
that team were picked ahead of him. Snuggerud was always 
viewed as a skilled goal scorer who worked hard but there 
were questions about his foot speed and how dynamic he 
was offensively. He’s shown this season he has another 
level of offense while still being one of the harder workers on 
the ice. Snuggerud is trending to being a strong top-six 
winger. 

William Wallinder, LHD, Detroit 

Wallinder has been excellent in the SHL this season, as the 
20-year-old has been one of the top players for Rogle. As a 
6-foot-4 defenseman who can skate quite well for his size 
and is showing a lot of offense this season, you can one day 
envision Wallinder in an NHL top four. His defending and 
physicality could use some improvement, but he’s not 
deficient as a defender. The tools he has distinguish him as 
a pro prospect, especially with the level of skill and 
playmaking he’s showing right now. 
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NHL trade board 2022-23: Could Bruins deal for Bo Horvat? Or Hurricanes? Updates on the 
top deadline targets 

Bo Horvat has been the top name on The Athletic’s NHL 
trade board since its first 2022-23 installation, and for good 
reason. He’s a player who can help any team that acquires 
him ahead of the league’s March 3 trade deadline. And all 
the top contenders seem to be checking in on what it would 
take to get him. 
Case in point: After Horvat previously had been connected 
with the defending champion and preseason favorite 
Avalanche, this week in conversations with executives and 
agents around the league, The Athletic heard about the 
potential for the Canucks captain to head to either one of the 
top two teams in the 2022-23 league standings: the 34-5-4 
Bruins or the 27-9-8 Hurricanes. 
We’ll start the 3.0 update of the trade board there, with some 
meaty notes on Horvat developments. What else are we 
hearing? Check below for new reporting on 11 of our 25 top 
targets, with whose stock is rising and whose is falling and a 
few new names to monitor — which means others dropping 
off. 
Players, as in the past, have been placed in order of who’s 
generating the most buzz, taking into account both the 
potential impact of the player and the probability he’d actually 
be traded. 
Analysis is from The Athletic’s Eric Duhatschek, Pierre 
LeBrun and Michael Russo. 
Note: This list will be a living document, with frequent 
updates to rankings and analysis, based on the latest 
rumblings and the market’s ebbs and flows, so bookmark it 
and check back regularly. 

1. Bo Horvat, Canucks 

Previously: 1 
If the Canucks go forward with the major roster “surgery” 
promised by president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford, 
one of the first casualties is likely to be their captain, Horvat, 
who remains among the NHL’s goal-scoring leaders. The two 
sides have been unable to agree on fair value on a contract 
extension — and as a rental, Horvat is an extremely 
attractive option. He’s on an expiring contract with a modest 
$5.5 million average annual value, and he would add 
production, experience and leadership to any contender. Any 
team with a hole at the No. 2 center spot could benefit from 
adding him. We’ve mentioned the defending champion 
Avalanche in the past. He could also be a fit with this 
season’s top team, the Bruins. He would add even greater 
depth to a team with virtually no holes. In theory, the Bruins 
could do a deal for Horvat similar to what they pulled off last 
year when they acquired Hampus Lindholm from Anaheim 
and promptly signed him to an eight-year, $52 million 
contract extension. The Bruins would then have an in-his-
prime center ready to step in if one or both of Patrice 
Bergeron and David Krejci retired following the season. The 
Hurricanes could be another possibility and talks there have 
happened, but the price is too high for now. That is to say, 
Carolina won’t trade a younger player of Martin Necas’ 
caliber for a rental, and that’s the type of return the Canucks 
are looking for. — Duhatschek and Russo, Jan. 18 

2. Jakob Chychrun, Coyotes 

Previously: 2 
The Coyotes remain patient on the Chychrun trade front, 
because well, they don’t actually have to move him before 
March 3. He’s signed for another two years after this season. 
But the desire is still there to move him for the right price. 
Speaking of which, while the price generally remains two 
first-round picks plus a prospect in exchange for Chychrun, 
I’m told the Coyotes are willing to be flexible depending on 
the quality of the prospect, for example. So there appears to 
be another avenue to make a deal happen, but the assets 
offered would have to equal the original asking price in the 
eyes of Arizona. — LeBrun, Jan. 11 

3. Patrick Kane, Blackhawks 

Previously: 3 
It’s not 100 percent that Kane wants to move, although it’s 
more likely than with his longtime teammate Jonathan 
Toews. Agent Pat Brisson, reached by phone last week, said 
he would chat with both players in the “next three weeks” to 
get a sense of what they want to do at the deadline. Kane 
controls his own destiny with a full no-trade clause, and 
Brisson said he didn’t think an extension with the acquiring 
team would be part of trade negotiations, though he also 
didn’t rule it out. This could play out similarly to how the 
deadline did with another of Brisson’s clients, Claude Giroux, 
last season, with Brisson surveying the market and 
potentially providing a limited number of suitors Kane favors. 
The Rangers have always made the most sense — and were 
the prediction in recent Athletic staff voting. The Blueshirts 
need to look the contender part to attract Kane and have 
played better after a slow start. I think they will be attractive. 
But don’t discount Kane deciding he doesn’t want to be 
traded, either. That’s his option. — LeBrun, Jan. 3 

4. Timo Meier, Sharks 

Previously: 4 
The key with Meier is the structure of his contract. He carries 
a $6 million cap charge in the final year of a four-year 
contract, after which he becomes a restricted free agent. But 
because Year 4 of the contract is paying Meier $10 million in 
actual cash, that’s the number the Sharks would have to 
issue him in a qualifying offer. Tricky because with apologies 
to Tomas Hertl and Logan Couture, he is arguably the 
Sharks’ best forward and would play top-six minutes for any 
contender. With salary retention, it’s a contract that most of 
them could absorb, as well. But they may have to treat him 
as a short-term rental and not a long-term solution. Per The 
Athletic’s Corey Masisak, there have been discussions 
between Meier’s agent, Claude Lemieux, and Sharks general 
manager Mike Grier on a contract extension, which would 
avoid the qualifying offer — and while Grier says there 
haven’t been numbers exchanged, he described the talks as 
“good, open, honest, positive.” — Duhatschek, Jan. 13 

5. John Klingberg, Ducks 

Previously: 6 
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The price on the pending UFA defenseman starts with a first-
round pick, or at least that’s what the Ducks have told some 
clubs. Never say never, but given Klingberg’s struggles so 
far this season, I just don’t see a team jumping up to pay that 
price. There’s no doubt in my mind that Klingberg on a 
contender would begin to look like his old self again, but still, 
that just seems like too high a price. I don’t blame the Ducks 
at all for trying. It’s still January. Lots of time before March 3. 
— LeBrun, Jan. 11 

6. Ryan O’Reilly, Blues 

Previously: 7 
The plan coming into the season was for the Blues and their 
pending-unrestricted-free-agent captain to talk extension in 
January. And agent Pat Morris confirmed last week there 
was “Nothing new to report,” as of then. That was before the 
Blues announced Monday that O’Reilly was going on injured 
reserve with a broken foot and will be re-evaluated in six 
weeks. General manager Doug Armstrong told The Athletic’s 
Jeremy Rutherford it doesn’t really change his approach, 
though: “Not really because we talk and we work behind the 
scenes every day. … We have to want the players other 
teams are trading, and vice-versa; they have to want what 
we’re considering trading. Our record will dictate what we do 
at those times.” If O’Reilly returns and is able to show he’s 
healthy and productive, there should still be a market. 
He doesn’t have no-trade protection and was the 2019 
playoff MVP. I think the Maple Leafs had talked about him 
internally, prior to the injury. Like with Horvat, the Avalanche 
would make sense. Any contender could. — LeBrun, Jan. 3 

7. Jonathan Toews, Blackhawks 

Previously: 5 
Toews himself said in the offseason that he had little to no 
trade value if he wasn’t playing at a high level, yet here we 
are in mid-December and Toews has been one of Chicago’s 
best performers. He can still skate, still score, still win big 
draws and, as we all know, is as competitive as heck. So 
would his first-quarter play entice teams with playoff 
aspirations in desperate need of a center? You betcha. 
Toews made clear in the summer that a rebuild wasn’t all 
that appealing to him, so if a contender comes calling, one 
expects that he’d waive his no-move despite the fact that he 
has played, by all accounts, with a great attitude. — Michael 
Russo, Dec. 15 

8. Vladimir Tarasenko, Blues 

Previously: 8 
Tarasenko had 29 points in 34 games before getting injured 
in a New Year’s Eve game by blocking a Matt Dumba shot 
on his hand. He will be re-evaluated in four weeks, which is 
not the same as saying he’ll be ready to play in four weeks. 
That means no trade is imminent. On the other hand, if 
Tarasenko’s absence, along with Ryan O’Reilly’s and Torey 
Krug’s, cause the Blues to fall out of playoff contention in the 
next two months — and assuming he gets back playing by 
the end of February — he could be a valuable, 11th-hour 
rental, a proven scorer, from a recent Stanley Cup 
championship team. Even in the years when the Blues were 
a playoff contender, GM Doug Armstrong wasn’t afraid to 
make a bold statement. Tarasenko’s original trade request 
came more than a year ago; but now that his eight-year, $60 

million contract is down to its final months, he’ll be easier to 
move. — Duhatschek, Jan. 3 

9. Matt Dumba, Wild 

Previously: 11 
During an interview with The Athletic on Tuesday, Dumba 
said he knows his time is coming to an end with the Wild. It’s 
just a matter of whether he’s traded in advance of the 
deadline or leaves on his own accord this summer as a free 
agent, as the Wild plan to move on either way. Dumba said 
Wild general manager Bill Guerin has been honest with him 
and his agents that he could be traded after years of 
outlasting trade rumors and surviving two expansion drafts. 
The Wild have started to get calls (the Oilers and Senators 
have reportedly shown interest), but Guerin has been candid 
in the fact that he’d only trade Dumba if he can get another 
defenseman in return or in a coinciding trade. If worse comes 
to worst, the team does have Alex Goligoski sitting nightly as 
a seventh defenseman. He could fill in if a defenseman can’t 
be acquired at the same time Dumba is. Dumba, a 2012 first-
round pick, once looked like he would be as good an 
offensive sharpshooter as there was in the NHL — until he 
got into a fight with Matthew Tkachuk in December 2018 and 
tore his pectoral muscle to smithereens. He hasn’t been the 
same since but has picked up his play of late after a slow 
start. He’s an energetic heart-and-soul guy who is beloved in 
the Wild room. — Russo, Jan. 18 

10. Brock Boeser, Canucks 

Previously: 10 
Word is that teams keep poking around on Boeser and are 
exploring it in a more realistic manner — trying to see how 
they could make it work. He still has another two years on his 
contract after this season at a $6.65 million average annual 
value, so it’s possible the only way he gets dealt is if 
Vancouver retains money. The Wild have talked to 
Vancouver about it, and Boeser returning to his home state 
would be a good story, but it doesn’t sound like Minnesota 
feels it can make it work cap-wise unless the Canucks eat a 
significant portion of the contract. — LeBrun and Russo, Jan. 
18 

11. Vladislav Gavrikov, Blue Jackets 

Previously: 9 
The Blue Jackets are hoping to re-sign Gavrikov, who’s a 
pending unrestricted free agent, but if they can’t, expect 
them to use their trade of David Savard to the Lightning two 
years ago as a template for how to handle trading him ahead 
of the deadline. Gavrikov plays the most minutes on the Blue 
Jackets and is at a higher level than Savard was at the time 
of his trade. They got a first-round pick and a third-rounder 
for Savard, who was also pending UFA. That is to say, when 
teams are making offers, a first-round pick alone may not be 
enough. It might take a second asset. More than 10 teams 
have already shown interest or listed him internally as a 
target. — LeBrun, Jan. 18 

12. Shayne Gostisbehere, Coyotes 

Previously: 12 
If you’re looking for an offensive-minded defenseman and 
power-play quarterback on the cheap, Ghost may be your 
man. The Coyotes usually trade their pending free agents, 
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and while Gostisbehere may not be the most defensively 
sound, he’s still a puck-mover who can help a team get up 
the ice and into the offensive zone. Plus, an acquiring team 
would owe him only a prorated portion of his $1 million salary 
from a real-cash standpoint while his cap hit stands at $4.5 
million barring potential salary and cap retention. — Russo, 
Dec. 15 

13. Sean Monahan, Canadiens 

Previously: 16 
One of the nice comeback stories of the season, Monahan 
has been playing reliable five-on-five minutes and averaging 
better than 55 percent in the faceoff circle for the Canadiens 
after landing in Montreal as a part of a Flames salary-cap 
dump. He’s been valuable enough that the Canadiens could 
still look to re-sign him. They received a first-rounder for 
taking on his contract, and if the decision is to move him, 
they’ll be seeking a further high draft choice from any team 
that wants to add center-ice depth for the playoff run. — 
Duhatschek, Dec. 15 

14. James van Riemsdyk, Flyers 

Previously: 15 
The Flyers are going nowhere, meaning JvR’s going 
somewhere. In the last year of his contract, he just returned 
to Philly’s lineup and almost immediately put up a four-point 
game in Arizona. If he continues to produce in the new year, 
he could move up our board because he’s a guy who gets to 
the net and knows how to pot goals. He shouldn’t be 
expensive, either — think a mid- to late-round pick, even 
though he’s at a point per game in short spurts. If he 
continues to produce, general manager Chuck Fletcher can 
perhaps up the ante for a forward who can assist any team’s 
power play. — Russo, Dec. 15 

15. Ivan Barbashev, Blues 

Previously: Unranked 
Barbashev has not been able to build on last season’s 
breakout campaign, in which he scored 60 points in 81 
games — 49 of them at even strength. His usage in 2022-23 
hasn’t changed much overall, either, getting just above 16 
minutes per night. But he’s the sort of useful, all-situations, 
playoff-experienced utility forward who could help almost any 
team looking for a steady third-line contributor. Could he be 
this season’s Artturi Lehkonen? — Duhatschek, Jan. 18 

16. Joel Edmundson, Canadiens 

Previously: 18 
The Canadiens have had a little cottage industry these past 
few years of sending defensemen out the door to teams 
looking for blue-line help — Ben Chiarot to Florida and Brett 
Kulak to Edmonton last year — and they could do the same 
with Edmundson, who has this season and next left on his 
contract at $3.5 million per. Edmundson played 22 games in 
the Blues’ 2019 run to the Cup and 22 again in Montreal’s 
2021 run to the final. At age 29, on a reasonable contract, 
he’d have some value. — Duhatschek, Dec. 15 

17. Tyler Bertuzzi, Red Wings 

Previously: Unranked 
The first priority for the Red Wings is to try to get Bertuzzi, a 
pending unrestricted free agent, signed to a contract 

extension. Failing that, they will almost certainly want to see 
what they can get for a 27-year-old hard-nosed winger who 
will drive to the net and produced 62 points in 68 games last 
season, second-best on the team. Bertuzzi has seen limited 
action this year — he broke one hand back on Oct. 15, 
missed 13 games, then shortly after returning to the lineup, 
broke the other hand. He only just returned to action in the 
second week of January. He earns a reasonable $4.75 
million in the final year of his deal. — Duhatschek, Jan. 18 

18. Jordan Greenway, Wild 

Previously: Unranked 
The 25-year-old has two goals — one an empty-netter — 
and four assists this season and has been part of one of the 
team’s best lines over the past few seasons, but he may 
have written his ticket out of town after being scratched 
recently for oversleeping and missing pregame meetings 
before a game. The Wild have a significant cap crunch this 
summer, especially with the recent $7 million-per-year 
extension for Matt Boldy, and trading Greenway, who’s 
signed through 2024-25, would free up $3 million. He could 
be replaced by less expensive pending restricted free agent 
Brandon Duhaime. The 6-foot-6 power winger is respected in 
the league, especially by Sharks coach and mentor David 
Quinn and Sabres coach Don Granato. An acquiring team 
could still look at him with scout’s eyes. He should be much 
better than he has been. — Russo, Jan. 18 

19. Gustav Nyquist, Blue Jackets 

Previously: 20 
Nyquist missed the entire 2020-21 season recovering from 
major shoulder surgery, but he played all 82 games last year 
and scored 53 points, and he’s played all 35 games in 2022-
23. So the injury issue should be settled. He is a versatile, 
experienced forward who can play both the left and right 
side. He has modest scoring totals — 18 points, all at even 
strength, so far — but has been almost a point-a-game 
player in the last couple of weeks. He’s on a hefty deal — 
$5.5 million average annual value — but it expires after this 
year. In the years he’s been a seller, GM Jarmo Kekalainen 
has been able to extract great value for his rentals. — 
Duhatschek, Jan. 3 

20. Nick Bjugstad, Coyotes 

Previously: Unranked 
Bjugstad is 30 and signed a one-year, $900,000 contract 
with Arizona as an unrestricted free agent last summer, 
knowing that he was at a career crossroads. He’s a 6-foot-6 
behemoth playing reasonable minutes (16:44 per night) and 
providing modest scoring numbers (18 in his first 43 games) 
for a thin Coyotes team. The good news: After years of 
missing long stretches because of a variety of issues, 
including a sports hernia surgery and then a spinal surgery to 
repair a herniated disc, he has played every game thus far 
this season, so his health issues seem to be thing of the 
past. For the price of a mid-round draft pick — we hear 
Coyotes general manager Bill Armstrong thinks he can get 
as high as a second-rounder — he would be a decent depth 
addition for any team wanting to add size at the deadline. 
After that, he could even return to the Coyotes in the 
offseason. — Duhatschek and Russo, Jan. 18 
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21. Luke Schenn, Canucks 

Previously: 24 
The Canucks are getting lots of calls on the NHL’s hits leader 
(203 in 43 games). Because of his physicality and the fact 
that he’s a right-shot defenseman, which is always coveted 
at the deadline, and a good “team” guy, Schenn will be highly 
sought at the deadline. The Wild are one team with 
significant interest, but don’t be surprised if his former team, 
Tampa Bay, comes in hard to try to reacquire the two-time 
Cup champion for extra depth. If he’s traded, it wouldn’t be 
surprising if agent Ben Hankinson attempts to work out an 
extension soon after with the acquiring team. — Russo, Jan. 
18 

22. Max Domi, Blackhawks 

Previously: 22 
Domi has been a hockey vagabond, playing for three teams 
in the past three years. As a rental (from Columbus to 
Carolina last year), he produced modest results — six points 
in 14 playoff games. He signed a one-year, $3 million prove-
it contract with the Blackhawks, where he’s had a chance to 
play top-line minutes with Patrick Kane and has been a good 
fit overall, leading to suggestions the Blackhawks could even 
sign him to an extension rather than dangling him as trade 
bait. The reality is, though: If the Blackhawks get an 
attractive offer for Domi, they would almost certainly move 
him as a rental, because there is nothing to prevent them 
from signing him to a new contract next July, as a UFA. The 
Blackhawks are in the asset-accumulation stage of their 
rebuild. Nothing, even a pleasant surprise such as Domi, is 
likely to trump that main, overriding directive. — Duhatschek, 
Jan. 3 

23. Dmitry Kulikov, Ducks 

Previously: 21 
Anaheim is Kulikov’s fifth team in four years, but he’s a 
sturdy (6-foot-1, 201 pounds), experienced stay-at-home 
defender, who is third in time on ice for the Ducks. In short, 
he’s just the sort of depth player who just about any 
contender could use. His cap charge is a reasonable $2.2 
million, and he has a limited no-trade clause. Verbeek was 

shipping out everything that moved at last season’s deadline. 
There’s no reason to think he won’t do the same this year, 
given how poorly Anaheim has played. — Duhatschek, Dec. 
15 

24. Cam Talbot, Senators 

Previously: 23 
Talbot, unwilling to share time with Marc-Andre Fleury in 
Minnesota, was flipped to the Senators last summer, where 
he’s had an up-and-down season (10-12-2, .906 save 
percentage, 2.86 goals-against average). He’s 35, on an 
expiring contract, making modest dollars ($3.666 million) and 
could be a temporary solution on a team such as Los 
Angeles, which is currently getting solid work from minor-
league call-up Pheonix Copley but could use a goalie 
upgrade. Goalie trades rarely happen at the deadline, and 
when they do, they usually don’t have much of an impact. 
But there might be a fit with the Kings because the coach, 
Todd McLellan, had Talbot in Edmonton and rode him hard 
in 2016-17 (Talbot had 73 appearances and 42 wins that 
season, with a league-leading 4,294 minutes played). The 
Kings are in something of a goalie quandary, as age is 
catching up with Jonathan Quick, while the nominal goalie of 
the future, Cal Petersen, is in the minors trying to find his 
game. — Duhatschek, Jan. 18 

25. Lars Eller, Capitals 

Previously: Unranked 
Eller was a healthy scratch Monday, in part because the 
Caps have suddenly gotten healthier up front, with Tom 
Wilson, T.J. Oshie and Nick Backstrom all back in the lineup 
(though Nic Dowd did then leave Monday’s game with an 
undisclosed injury). The 33-year-old Eller is big — 6-foot-2, 
215 pounds — strong and has playoff experience, so he 
checks a lot of important boxes. He’s on an expiring contract 
at $3.5 million. Washington, I’m told, would entertain offers 
for him if it could get help on defense, where the injury to 
John Carlson has really thinned the ranks. One possible fit: 
Los Angeles, which is deep on the right side and at some 
point could move on from either Sean Walker or Matt Roy. — 
Duhatschek, Jan. 18 
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Experienced Outdoorsmen: Canes Talk Playing Outside 

"The buildings that I've played in have just been crazy. It's 
like a different roar from the crowd." 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Exactly one month from today the Carolina 
Hurricanes will play their first outdoor game in franchise 
history. 
There's an obvious excitement amongst the players, staff, 
and fan base. 
(No, I don't have information on jerseys. Sorry.) 
For some, it will be their first venture into the world of hockey 
outside closed walls (at least in a professional setting), but 
for almost half of the Canes' current roster, playing outside 
will be a repeated venture. 
11 of the team's current 23 players have played in either a 
Winter Classic, Stadium Series, or Heritage Classic game, 
giving them all a taste of what to expect at Carter-Finley 
Stadium on Saturday, February 18. 
"They're special games. I played one or two in Finland before 
coming to the NHL, and then I played in one with Chicago. 
We lost the game, so it wasn't that fun," Teuvo Teravainen 
said with a bit of a laugh and a smile when asked about his 
previous experiences. "But that game with the Blackhawks 
was in Minnesota, so it'll be nice to have one at home and in 
front of our fans." 
With 55,000 expected across the street from PNC Arena, the 
locker room is excited to see how the already-loud Caniacs 
will translate into the football stadium setting. 
"It's just a different atmosphere," Jesper Fast, who played at 
Citi Field with the New York Rangers in 2018, 
articulated.  "Every time we are home we have 18,000 there 
to support us, so I think this is going to be really fun to have 
that many more." 
Even with three outdoor games under his belt, Derek Stepan 
finds the experience hard to describe. 
"The buildings that I've played in have just been crazy. It's 
like a different roar from the crowd," the veteran forward 
shared. "It's much, much different from being indoors."  
Paul Stastny, a 2017 Winter Classic participant at Busch 
Stadium in St. Louis as a part of the Blues, offered an 
interesting comparison. 
"It's almost like going to a baseball game. You know when 
you hear the ball hit the bat and like a second later you hear 
everyone? It's the same thing, but obviously this is different 
for our sport. It's really cool." 
One common theme among all the players that have played 
in an outdoor game in their NHL careers, is that they'll all say 

it can be easier to appreciate after you've done it once 
before. 
"As you get older you just try and enjoy it more. When you're 
younger and you have that many family and friends there, 
you kind of start to put pressure on yourself. Now I'm just 
going to try and enjoy it," Stastny continued. "We have the 
skate where you can bring your wife and your kids and that's 
obviously a really cool experience. You realize how special 
and how rare the opportunity it is, so you just try and enjoy 
it." 
Plus, there's also the fact that it can break up the monotony 
of an 82-game season. 
"It's gets you out of your normal routine, which is nice," Fast 
chimed back in. "It gives you a little more jump and more 
energy for the game. We all grew up playing outside and to 
be able to do it again gives you a little bit of that feeling like a 
kid again." 
Puck drop between the Canes and Capitals for the affair is 
set for 8 p.m. Information on the team's Fan Fest, which will 
be held on February 17, can be found here. Details on 
parking, tailgating and an official reveal of the team's jerseys 
will be shared soon. 
Canes With Outdoor Game Experience 

 Brent Burns - 2015 Stadium Series with San Jose 
 Calvin de Haan - 2014 Stadium Series with New 

York (Islanders) 
 Jesper Fast - 2018 Winter Classic with New York 

(Rangers) 
 Ondrej Kase - 2022 Heritage Classic with Toronto 
 Max Pacioretty - 2011 Heritage Classic, 2016 

Winter Classic and 2017 NHL100 Classic with 
Montreal, 2021 NHL Outdoors at Lake Tahoe with 
Vegas 

 Brady Skjei - 2018 Winter Classic with New York 
(Rangers) 

 Jordan Staal - 2008 Winter Classic, 2011 Winter 
Classic with Pittsburgh 

 Paul Stastny - 2017 Winter Classic with St. Louis 
 Derek Stepan - 2011 Winter Classic, 2014 Stadium 

Series with New York (Rangers) 
 Teuvo Teravainen - 2016 Stadium Series with 

Chicago 
 Frederik Andersen - 2017 Centennial Classic, 2018 

Stadium Series with Toronto 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 19, 2023 

 

Super 16: Bruins remain No. 1, Lightning in top 3 of power rankings 

Kraken, Devils, Wild rise; Sabres drop out 

The Tampa Bay Lightning improved by 35 voting points from 
last week to this week to jump into the top three of the Super 
16.  
The Lightning are in at No. 3 this week behind the Boston 
Bruins, again the unanimous No. 1, and the Carolina 
Hurricanes, who were ranked No. 2 by 12 of the 13 voting 
staff members. 
The Seattle Kraken moved up three spots to No. 9, and the 
New Jersey Devils (No. 5) and Minnesota Wild (No. 11) each 
jumped two. 
All the movers in the Super 16 on a weekly basis are led by 
some star power that is backed by a group of unheralded 
players. It's the unheralded players that get the focus in the 
Super 16 this week. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Here is the Super 16 for this week, with a select member of 
the voting panel offering his or her thought on the unsung 
player for each ranked team. 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (35-5-4) 

Total points: 208 
Last week: No. 1 
"When you have 35 wins in 44 games, it's likely that 
everyone is contributing. The Bruins have nine players who 
haven't missed a game this season, including center Pavel 
Zacha, who has done a little bit of everything. He has 29 
points (seven goals, 22 assists), on pace to break his NHL 
career high of 36 set last season with the Devils. He's 
averaged more than a minute of ice time per game on the 
power play and penalty kill and has taken only four minor 
penalties playing big minutes for the Bruins (15:47 average 
ice time). Zacha was rewarded with a four-year, $19 million 
contract Saturday and has been an unsung player with 
Boston this season." -- David Satriano, staff writer 

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (27-9-8) 

Total points: 193 
Last week: No. 2 
"We all know the big names on the Hurricanes, from 
defensemen Brent Burns and Jaccob Slavin to forwards 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov, but my unsung hero 
on the best team in the NHL (non-Bruins division) is Jordan 
Martinook. The forward started the season on waivers but 
has emerged as a consistent contributor. He plays 15:27 per 
game, is tied for fifth on Carolina with 22 points (10 goals, 12 

assists) in 44 games and three points from tying his NHL 
career high of 25 set in 2016-17 and 2018-19." -- Amalie 
Benjamin, staff writer 

3. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (28-13-1) 

Total points: 164 
Last week: No. 6 
"Not many would have considered forward Brandon Hagel as 
the fill-in for the departed Ondrej Palat (in free agency to the 
Devils on July 14). He's gotten it done without much fanfare. 
The 24-year-old, acquired in a trade with the Chicago 
Blackhawks on March 18, 2022, is having his finest NHL 
season after primarily playing a checking role upon his arrival 
last season for the Lightning, who I have No. 3 this week. 
He's with center Brayden Point and right wing Nikita 
Kucherov and has become one of coach Jon Cooper's 
hardest-working offensive weapons. Hagel is top-five in 
goals and points on Tampa Bay and dedicated to playing a 
200-foot game and a key role on the penalty kill. He already 
has more blocked shots (33) in 42 games than he did in 55 
with Chicago last season (25) and ranks first in the NHL 
among all forwards with 54 takeaways." -- Mike G. Morreale, 
staff writer 

4. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (27-11-7) 

Total points: 158 
Last week: No. 3 
"Michael Bunting often is overshadowed by the Maple Leafs' 
big names such as forwards Auston Matthews, Mitchell 
Marner, John Tavares and William Nylander, and 
defenseman Morgan Rielly. After being a finalist for the 
Calder Trophy given to the NHL rookie of the year last 
season, the 27-year-old forward has flown under the radar 
while having a solid second season with Toronto. Bunting is 
fifth on the Maple Leafs with 31 points (14 goals, 17 assists) 
in 45 games despite playing limited minutes on the power 
play (2:02 per game). He can fit in seamlessly on the top line 
with Matthews and Nylander or play down the lineup if 
needed and still contribute. He's sound defensively at plus-
18, which is tied with Matthews for second on the Maple 
Leafs behind defenseman Timothy Liljegren (plus-19)." -- 
Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

5. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (29-12-3) 

Total points: 157 
Last week: No. 7 
"Ryan Graves fits the mold of unsung hero. The defenseman 
doesn't get a lot of accolades, but he's a consistent and 
positive presence on a team that has been near the top of 
the NHL standings all season. Graves has been on the ice 
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for 46 even-strength goals for and 17 against, a team-best 
plus-29. He averages 2:03 of shorthanded ice time per game 
and is minus-3 on the penalty kill (two goals for, five goals 
against). He leads Devils regulars in blocked shots per 60 
minutes (5.81). Graves doesn't get any power-play ice time, 
but he is still second among New Jersey defensemen with 16 
points (five goals, 11 assists) and 65 shots on goal." -- Dan 
Rosen, senior writer  

6. DALLAS STARS (26-13-7) 

Total points: 151 
Last week: No. 4 
"At 6-foot-3, 220 pounds, Esa Lindell usually stands out in a 
crowd. But on a team with a Hart Trophy candidate (forward 
Jason Robertson), a Vezina Trophy candidate (goalie Jake 
Oettinger), a Norris Trophy candidate (defenseman Miro 
Heiskanen), and forwards Roope Hintz, Joe Pavelski, Tyler 
Seguin and Jamie Benn, Lindell easily can be overlooked. 
But without Lindell's contributions, it's unlikely the Stars are 
having the same level of success this season. The 
defenseman averages an NHL-high 4:03 in shorthanded ice 
time per game (minimum 20 games) and leads the Stars with 
84 blocked shots. He's also been on the ice for 43 even-
strength goals, tied with Heiskanen for the most among 
Dallas defensemen. Though Lindell might not jump off the 
score sheet or be the first name checked in voting for the 
2023 Honda NHL All-Star Game, he is a vital, unsung hero 
for the Stars." -- Adam Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

7. WINNIPEG JETS (29-15-1) 

Total points: 121 
Last week: No. 8 
Cole Perfetti is a rookie in the NHL, but Winnipeg's unsung 
hero hasn't played like one. The 21-year-old is third in rookie 
scoring with 26 points (six goals, 20 assists), trailing Seattle 
Kraken forward Matty Beniers by 10 and Anaheim Ducks 
forward Mason McTavish by one. But it's his responsibility in 
the defensive zone that has pleasantly raised eyebrows. 
He's tied with defenseman Josh Morrissey with a team-best 
plus-10. -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

8. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (28-15-2) 

Total points: 106 
Last week: No. 5 
"Can a team's leading scorer also be its unsung hero? Look 
no further because Chandler Stephenson is exactly that guy 
for the Golden Knights. For the five years Stephenson played 
for the Washington Capitals he neither dug himself out of the 
fourth-line role nor had more than 18 points. After 
Stephenson was traded to Vegas on Dec. 3, 2019 for a fifth-
round pick in the 2021 NHL Draft, he quickly proved that all 
he needed to shine was the change of environment and a bit 
of trust. On a well-balanced team featuring forwards Jack 
Eichel, Mark Stone and Jonathan Marchessault, and 
defensemen Alex Pietrangelo and Shea Theodore, the 28-
year-old forward has never been perceived as a star player 
but has contributed like one. Stephenson leads the Golden 
Knights with 29 assists and 40 points in his well-deserved 
role of top-line center and is one of five Vegas players to 
have played every game." -- Paul Strizhevsky, staff writer 

9. SEATTLE KRAKEN (26-14-4) 

Total points: 101 
Last week: No. 12 
"There are a few unsung heroes in Seattle, but I see Adam 
Larsson as the leading one. The 30-year-old defenseman 
leads the Kraken at plus-29, which is tied for third in the NHL 
with Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm. Larsson is 18th 
at the position in average ice time per game at 24:06. He's 
elevated his game lately (11 points, plus-21 in his past 15 
games) and is at 20 points (four goals, 16 assists) for the 
fourth time in his NHL career." -- Robert Laflamme, LNH.com 
senior writer 

10. NEW YORK RANGERS (25-13-7) 

Total points: 93 
Last week: No. 10 
"He doesn't receive the amount of fanfare when compared to 
Adam Fox and Jacob Trouba, but Ryan Lindgren is once 
again providing a steady presence on the Rangers blue line. 
He is averaging nearly 19 minutes per game (18:50), is a 
major contributor on the penalty kill and is among their 
leaders in plus/minus (plus-16). Lindgren is still looking for 
his first goal of the season, but his importance is impossible 
to ignore." -- Brian Compton, managing editor 

11. MINNESOTA WILD (25-14-4) 

Total points: 79 
Last week: No. 13 
"Nobody expected Calen Addison to be the Wild's second-
highest scoring defenseman and tied for fifth among all 
skaters, yet that is where the 22-year-old sits with 22 points 
(three goals, 19 assists) in 41 games. Not bad for a player 
who had 18 games of NHL experience in his first two 
seasons. Addison has been particularly potent on the power 
play, where he has 16 assists and trails only forwards Kirill 
Kaprizov (21 points) and Mats Zuccarello (17 points) for 
points with the man-advantage." -- Shawn P. Roarke, senior 
director of editorial 

12. LOS ANGELES KINGS (25-15-6) 

Total points: 69 
Last week: No. 9 
"The Kings have been able to count on several players, but 
their unsung hero is center Phillip Danault, and he's found 
new life since signing a six-year contract July 28, 2021. He 
has 33 points (13 goals, 20 assists), third on the Kings 
behind forwards Kevin Fiala (47 points) and Anze Kopitar 
(35). He has helped them in the face-off circle, winning 54.1 
percent of his draws. Danault was primarily known as a 
defensive forward with the Montreal Canadiens, and that part 
of his game is still strong. Now he's getting the production." -- 
Tracey Myers, staff writer   

13. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (24-17-6) 

Total points: 56 
Last week: No. 11 
"Nic Dowd averages more shorthanded ice time per game 
(2:13) than any other forward on the Capitals, who have a 
top-10 penalty-killing unit (81.1 percent). But he averages 
only 12:53 per game overall, 10th among forwards who have 
played at least five games, and yet he's scored 10 goals, 
fourth behind Alex Ovechkin (30), Conor Sheary (11) and 
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Marcus Johansson (11). All of his goals have come at even 
strength, putting him second in that category behind 
Ovechkin's 21." -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

14. COLORADO AVALANCHE (23-17-3) 

Total points: 31 
Last week: No. 15 
"Evan Rodrigues has picked up in Colorado where he left off 
with the Pittsburgh Penguins. The forward had 23 points (10 
goals, 13 assists) with 92 shots on goal in 31 games while 
averaging 19:22 of ice time entering Wednesday. He was 
fifth among Avalanche forwards in points and tied for second 
in power-play goals (five). The 29-year-old gave similar value 
to the Penguins last season, when he played all 82 games 
and had NHL-bests across the board with 19 goals and 24 
assists for 43 points. Rodrigues was surrounded by 
superstars in Pittsburgh, just like he is in Colorado, and yet 
he's shining on his own." -- Rosen 

15. EDMONTON OILERS (25-18-3) 

Total points: 30 
Last week: Unranked 
"We all know the Oilers are a top-heavy team with forwards 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl leading the way, but 
stability matters and consistency from the back end is 
essential to being a Stanley Cup Playoff team. There are 
probably a dozen players on the Oilers that anyone would 
think of before they got to Cody Ceci, but he's been one of 
their steadiest players all season, consistently reliable in the 
defensive end and on the penalty kill. Ceci plays more than 
20 minutes per game (20:29) and he's typically starting his 
shifts in the defensive zone or neutral zone. He doesn't score 
much, but he doesn't give up much, and the Oilers give up 
less when he's out there." -- Rosen 

16. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (22-15-7) 

Total points: 29 
Last week: No. 14 
"Jason Zucker has played 40 of the Penguins' 44 games this 
season, one short of how many he played all of last season. 
The difference with the forward in the lineup is noticeable. 
With Zucker, the Penguins have a top-six group they can rely 
on, filtering Bryan Rust, Jake Guentzel, Rickard Rakell and 
Zucker around centers Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin. 
Zucker entered Wednesday fifth on Pittsburgh with 28 points 
(11 goals, 17 assists) in 39 games. He had 17 points (eight 
goals, nine assists) in 41 games last season and 18 points 
(nine goals, nine assists) in 38 games in 2020-21. Without 
Zucker, the Penguins would be searching for a fit on the wing 
in their top six. With him, they can focus their attention 
instead to issues in the bottom six, which are more easily 
solved in-season than top-six scoring. For what it's worth, 
Zucker was also the Penguins' leader in hits with 115." -- 
Rosen  
Others receiving points: Calgary Flames 16, Buffalo Sabres 
6 
Dropped out: Sabres (No. 16) 
  

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. Winnipeg 
Jets; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Vegas Golden Knights; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. Buffalo 
Sabres 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. New 
York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Calgary 
Flames 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Vegas Golden Knights; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Minnesota Wild; 
12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Calgary 
Flames 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Vegas Golden Knights; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Minnesota Wild; 
12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Colorado 
Avalanche 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Dallas Stars; 4. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. New 
Jersey Devils; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Buffalo Sabres; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Vegas Golden Knights; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Washington Capitals; 
6. New Jersey Devils; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. New 
York Rangers; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. Colorado Avalanche; 
14. Seattle Kraken; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Edmonton 
Oilers 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Seattle Kraken; 
9. New York Rangers; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. Winnipeg 
Jets; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 
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SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Dallas Stars; 4. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. Washington Capitals; 
9. Seattle Kraken; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Minnesota Wild; 
12. New Jersey Devils; 13. New York Rangers; 14. Calgary 
Flames; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Buffalo Sabres 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. New 
York Rangers; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Los Angeles Kings; 
12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Colorado Avalanche; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Calgary 
Flames 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Vegas Golden 

Knights; 9. Seattle Kraken; 10. New York Rangers; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Minnesota 
Wild; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. 
Colorado Avalanche 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Vegas Golden Knights; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Minnesota Wild; 
12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Colorado Avalanche 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 9. Seattle Kraken; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Los 
Angeles Kings; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers.
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Canes Slip but Maintain Division Lead 

The New York Rangers and New Jersey Devils continue 
their climbs up the leaderboard. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 62 Points (27-9-8) 

With Frederik Andersen fully healthy and playing well, the 
Carolina Hurricanes made the easy decision to reassign 
goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov to the AHL. This may seem 
stunning as Kochetkov has played well at times this season, 
but the Canes need every penny of cap space and there’s no 
good reason to carry three goaltenders in the NHL. 
This now gives Kochetkov the ability to play consistently in 
the AHL which can help him regain confidence. He was 
visibly upset after the loss on Sunday against the Vancouver 
Canucks when he failed to stop the final shot by Elias 
Pettersson. The main reason this move was made is due to 
the fact that Kochetkov is the only goalie on the team on a 
two-way deal. They keep the goaltending depth without 
having to worry about losing a player. 
When it comes to the argument that Antti Raanta and 
Andersen are more injury prone and may be less reliable, 
that has no impact on Kochetkov or the goalie group as a 
whole. If someone does pick up an injury, he can be recalled 
immediately and be back with the team. In the long run it is 
better for him to consistently start against more comfortable 
opponents.  

2. New Jersey Devils: 61 Points (29-12-3) 

The New Jersey Devils have been unbelievably streaky this 
season. They stumbled out of the gates but rattled off 19 
wins in their next 21 games. Then came December where 
they had a 4-7-2 record that included an 0-5-1 stretch. Then 
the calendar flipped to 2023 and the Devils are once again 
on a hot streak with a 6-1-1 record which includes an active 
five-game win streak. With their road win on Monday, they 
now have 18 road wins for the first time since the 2017-2018 
season. 
While most of the talk around the league has been on Jack 
Hughes, Nico Hischier has flown a bit under the radar. 
Hischier already has 20 goals this season. This is the third 
time he has reached the 20-goal mark in a season and is just 
one shy of his previous career best. Of those 20 goals, five 
are game-winning goals which is fifth in the league. As a 
comparison both Jordan Staal and Sebastian Aho have just 
three.  

3. New York Rangers: 57 Points (25-13-7) 

The New York Rangers have been without their second-
leading goal scorer, Chris Kreider, since last Tuesday. 
Kreider injured his shoulder against the Minnesota Wild last 
week from a hit by Marcus Foligno. His absence did not slow 
down the Rangers though as they have a 3-1-0 record since, 
which included multiple come-from behind victories. Kreider 

was listed as doubtful on Monday night but could be nearing 
a return as the Rangers made some roster moves yesterday 
to make room. 
The Rangers have only lost consecutive games in regulation 
just once this season. That came all the way back in 
November when they lost three straight from 11/23-11/28. 
Their two come-from-behind wins last week bring their total 
to 12 this season which is the fifth most of any team heading 
into last night’s games. This consistency has seen their 
playoff chances rise from just over 30% to start of December 
to 75% currently according to The Athletic. 

4. Washington Capitals: 54 Points (24-17-6) 

In four games since returning, Nicklas Backstrom and Tom 
Wilson have combined for a goal and two assists, and team 
has a 2-2-0 record, with both losses coming against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. The return of the Caps' forwards has led 
to some interesting scratches to say the least. In the last four 
games, Anthony Mantha, Dylan Strome, and most recently 
Lars Eller have been scratched. The carousel will likely end 
after Monday’s overtime win over the New York Islanders 
however, as forward Nic Dowd left after a lower-body injury 
early in the game.  
While the rest of the forwards are getting sorted out, 
Alexander Ovechkin just keeps on scoring regardless of who 
he’s on the ice with. On Saturday, he tied Mike Gartner for 
the most 30-goal seasons in the NHL with 17. Ovechkin has 
scored 30 or more goals in all but one of his seasons as a 
pro. The season he didn’t was the 2020-21 season where he 
scored 24 goals in a shortened season that only saw the 
NHL play 45 games. He scored 30 or more in the lockout-
shortened season and the shortened 2021-2022 season. 
Remarkable numbers in a league that has been plagued by 
shortened seasons throughout his career. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins: 50 points (22-15-6) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins are 4-7-2 in their last 13 games. 
Since December 18th, their 10 standings points rank 26th in 
the NHL and is only ahead of the Columbus Blue Jackets in 
the division. The reason for this has been the loss of both 
Kris Letang and Jeff Petry from the blue line. The Pens lost 
Petry on December 10th and Letang on December 28th. 
Before injuries, Letang and Petry were the top two 
defensemen for Pittsburgh in terms of time on ice with 24:32 
and 22:00 respectively. This has forced other defensemen to 
take on more minutes every night.  
The most prominent has been Brian Dumoulin. Dumoulin 
started the season on the top pairing but due to struggling 
performance was dropped down the lineup. Since Petry was 
injured, Dumoulin has averaged over 20:00 minutes per 
game. That’s not ideal for a player that has a 40% goals for, 
third to last in the team, and it shows. The Penguins have 
been outscored 44-33 in this timeframe with him on the ice.  
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6. New York Islanders: 50 Points (23-18-4) 

The Penguins’ poor play since mid-December has opened 
the door for the New York Islanders to pass them in the 
standings and differentiate themselves, but they have failed 
to grasp that opportunity. Since December 18th, they have 
gone just 5-5-3 to remain tied with the Pens for the final wild 
card position and they still remain four points behind the 
Caps. Nothing has summed up the Isles' play better than 
their game Monday night against the Caps, one of the key 
teams in the wild-card race, where they blew a three-goal 
lead and lost in overtime.  
Lambert Postgame Availability pic.twitter.com/TsKMyJoZEz 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) January 17, 2023  

The Isles’ offense has continued to struggle, averaging just 
3.02 goals for per game ranking 24th in the league. This isn’t 
anything new though, as looking back from 2020-2023, they 
have scored just 2.83 goals for per game, ranking 23rd and 
have largely kept their same core intact. The Isles haven’t 
had that elite goal scorer and with nearly $5 million in current 
cap space, the Isles should look to make a deal sooner 
rather than later. Multiple teams are looking to sell and most 
recently the Vancouver Canucks have said everything is on 
the table. If they wait until the deadline they may run out of 
time. 

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 45 Points (19-19-7)  

Rasmus Ristolainen finally scored a goal this season and 
even more astounding was the fact that it came shorthanded. 
The Finnish defensemen came to Philadelphia at a high 
price — and even pricier extension — and has brought 
essentially negative value since with very little going well at 
either end of the ice. To his credit, his defensive game has 
improved by leaps and bounds, and his goal did help his 
team to a 5-2 win against the Anaheim Ducks last night, but 

his is one of multiple contracts that the Flyers would be 
better off without. 
Hat Trick Hayesy. #ANAvsPHI | @KevinPHayes12 
pic.twitter.com/oZnwN0xAvX 

— Philadelphia Flyers (@NHLFlyers) January 18, 2023  

This week in, “What is John Tortorella up to?” he took the 
iPads away from the players on the bench. He cited that the 
players are focusing too much on the past and not paying 
enough attention to the present. They are 2-1-0 since the 
decision which included a win over the Washington Capitals 
who are in a playoff position. 

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 28 Points (13-29-2) 

The Metropolitan Division has seen its fair share of surprising 
healthy scratches, and now Columbus Blue Jackets have 
their own entry. On Monday the Blue Jackets scratched 19-
year-old Cole Sillinger. Sillinger had a breakout rookie 
season with 16 goals and 15 assists in 79 games last 
season, but has struggled this year, with just two goals and 
five assists through 38 games.  
GUS, GUS, GUS pic.twitter.com/HtpBqxxQJt 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) January 18, 
2023  

Therefore, they can afford to send Sillinger down to the 
minors to give him more playing time, gain confidence, and 
continue growing and they can do this even if it makes their 
NHL team worse, because it would be killing two birds with 
one stone. This isn’t unprecedented, as the Chicago 
Blackhawks just sent Lukas Reichel down after having three 
points in four games to actively make them worse in the 
NHL. While it’s tougher for the player to understand, it’s likely 
better for the long term. 

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article271252967.html 

https://theathletic.com/4095247/2023/01/19/nhl-prospects-players-ranking-trending/ 
https://theathletic.com/3995956/2023/01/18/nhl-trade-deadline-board-2022-23/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/experienced-outdoorsmen-canes-talk-playing-outside/c-340040500 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-january-19/c-340121414 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/18/23560233/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-canes-slip-but-maintain-division-lead 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 19, 2023 

 

 

1209475 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen is back in net, finally, and worth the 
long wait 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

There was nothing unusual about seeing Frederik Andersen on the ice at 
PNC Arena on Wednesday morning for an entirely ordinary off-day 
practice. He’s been out there with his teammates since early December, 
working his way back from a knee injury. 

What’s different is there are no questions about if and when he’ll play. 
Andersen is expected to make his third start since his return for the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday against the Minnesota Wild, and his 
play in the first two games back — wins over the Columbus Blue Jackets 
and Pittsburgh Penguins, the latter a narrow 2-1 win with the only goal 
batted into his own net by Andersen himself in a blooper-reel gaffe — 
underlined one crucial point: It may take him a while to get himself ready 
to return, but he really does know what he’s doing. 

“In terms of feeling, like, being ready, it really can be tough,” Andersen 
said Wednesday. “You never really know what you’re going to face in net 
in a real game. You’ll never know. It’s one of those things, you do what 
you can, you try to feel as good as you can in practice, and it’s sink or 
swim.” 

The Hurricanes managed just fine without him for a while, ripping off an 
11-game winning streak behind Antti Raanta and Pyotr Kochetkov, but as 
they both faltered, one streak turned into another. 

Andersen’s return not only got the Hurricanes turned back in the right 
direction but allowed Kochetkov, finally, to go down to Chicago and try to 
get his groove back. 

‘COULD HE HAVE PLAYED PROBABLY WAY EARLIER?’ 

Much like last spring, when Andersen was practicing throughout the 
Rangers series but never played or even dressed as Raanta wavered in 
Game 6 and got hurt in Game 7, there were times when it seemed like 
Andersen might never come back. But when he did, the results were 
spectacular. 

“He couldn’t have played much better,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said “After being off that long, that was a huge concern. He 
practiced a long time. It wasn’t like he was off and we threw him right in. 
… He knew what he needed to do to get to that level. Could he have 
played probably way earlier and maybe not have been as sharp? I think 
probably. But he obviously looks good.” 

And that’s the crux of the differing needs of player and team, the balance 
that has to be struck. While the Hurricanes might prefer he get to that 
point a little more quickly, Andersen has learned, through difficult 
experience, that at this point in his career, the risk of coming back at 
anything less than 100 percent outweighs the delay. 

“As you get older, you’re more experienced, or more in tune with your 
body I guess,” Andersen said. “Knowing when you need treatment, 

what’s bothering you, what’s not right, small day-to-day things. Just from 
always taking an interest in getting good treatment and taking advantage 
of all the good resources on the team and the outside people I’ve gotten 
to know over the years.” 

LOOKING AHEAD TO APRIL, MAY, JUNE 

In the end, it’s much better Andersen takes whatever time he needs now 
to get himself back into prime shape, physically and mentally, than rush 
himself back — specially since the Hurricanes were able to ride 
Kochetkov and Raanta for two months, although that was never a long-
term solution. Not only was it a lot to ask of the rookie, who started seven 
straight games at one point, there was always going to be a moment 
where the adrenaline and giddy haze of playing every other day wore off 
and reality set in. 

 

Andersen’s return allows Kochetkov to go down to the minors and play 
every day, again. If history is any guide, the Hurricanes will need him 
again. 

“We need him to play, No. 1,” Brind’Amour said. “A three-goalie rotation 
is not the best for a young kid. We want to get his confidence at a high 
level, which it was when he came here. Listen, he had a good stretch, but 
he’s still a young goalie with a lot to learn. That showed I think at the end. 
We’re doing the right thing here.” 

Andersen, who has less to learn at this point in his career, is still the 
goalie that gives the Hurricanes the best chance to win the Stanley Cup, 
his rough start to the season aside. If that means taking a couple weeks 
in December and January to go from 99.2 percent fit to 99.9 percent fit, 
by all means, what’s the rush, honestly? 

Because the Hurricanes don’t necessarily need Andersen at his best 
now, or in February or March. They need him to win playoff games for 
them in April and May and June, especially when they don’t have their 
best stuff, something the Hurricanes didn’t get last spring when they 
really needed it on the road. 

HIGHER STAKES, BIGGER OPPORTUNITY 

Make no mistake, goaltending isn’t the reason the Hurricanes went out in 
the second round, but it’s fair to wonder if things wouldn’t have been 
different — it would have taken just one stolen road win in the Rangers 
series — were Andersen available. (Or, for that matter, if Raanta hadn’t 
been banged up early in the Boston series.) 

That’s not a hypothetical the Hurricanes have any interest in exploring 
again. Nor, for that matter, does Andersen. He played on good teams in 
Anaheim and Toronto but only once twice made it out of the first round. 
On a team this good, the stakes are that much higher, the opportunity 
that much bigger. 

“Looking back, I’ve been blessed to be on really good teams throughout 
my career, from the early days in Anaheim,” Andersen said. “I’ve heard 
all the guys say this, when you do get a chance to go on a deep run, take 
it and do what you can, because you don’t know when you’ll be back 
there. Same thing in Toronto. You think you’re going to get another 
chance next year and all of a sudden you don’t know if you do. You just 
learn to take less things for granted as you get older, both in hockey and 
in life.” 
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That too, Andersen has learned over the course of his career. 
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Wild gameday: Team takes unbeaten road run to division-leading 
Carolina 

 

Sarah McLellan 

 

6 p.m. at Carolina Hurricanes • PNC Arena • BSN, 100.3-FM 

Wild update: The Wild opened a four-game road trip with a 4-2 win at 
Washington on Tuesday that improved the team to 4-0-2 over its past six 
road games. After scoring twice vs. the Capitals, D Jared Spurgeon tied 
Pierre-Marc Bouchard for the eighth-most goals in franchise history at 
106. C Frederick Gaudreau is on a three-game point streak and has two 
goals in that span. C Sam Steel had a goal and assist in the Wild's 2-1 
overtime win vs. Carolina on Nov. 19. That improved the Wild to 11-3-3 
over their past 17 games against the Hurricanes. 

Hurricanes update: Carolina has been idle since a 4-3 shootout loss to 
Vancouver on Sunday. The Hurricanes lead the Metropolitan Division 
with 62 points (27-9-8). At home, they're 13-5-2. RW Martin Necas has a 
team-best 39 points. His 17 goals trail only LW Andrei Svechnikov's 19 
on the Hurricanes. 

Star Tribune LOADED: 01.19.2023 
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Wild’s victory proves team can win without Kirill Kaprizov showing up on 
the scoresheet 

 

Sarah McLellan 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — When the Wild win, Kirill Kaprizov is usually a factor. 

The winger has at least a point in more than 75% of the team's victories, 
19 of 25 to be exact, and the Wild have prevailed in 13 of the 21 games 
in which Kaprizov has scored. 

But when he doesn't produce, the Wild haven't always been doomed. 

Such was the case on Tuesday when a well-timed lift from the rest of the 
lineup enabled the team to pick up some momentum at the start of a 
challenging road trip that continues Thursday at Carolina. 

"Kirill can score every game, but he's not going to," coach Dean Evason 
said. "So it's nice to have other people step up." 

Kaprizov was held pointless for just the 10th time this season in the 
Wild's 4-2 comeback victory against Washington, this after he was 
involved in four goals over the previous three games. 

Actually, no one on the top line was on the ice for any of the Wild's goals 
and yet the team didn't miss a beat in the offensive third. 

That's because the defense was responsible for a season-high three 
goals, with captain Jared Spurgeon tallying two and Jonas Brodin 
chipping in the other to help the Wild twice climb out of a one-goal hole 
before seizing the lead for good. 

"It's one thing we preach about this team is that everyone can contribute, 
and in the O-zone it's anyone's turn," Spurgeon said. "[On Tuesday], the 
'D' had the chances, and they were fortunate to go in." 

What helped their shots end up in the net was the pressure applied down 
low by the Wild's best checking lines. 

Jordan Greenway was posted up as a screen on Spurgeon's first goal, 
Ryan Reaves slid into that spot on Brodin's finish and then Brandon 
Duhaime took over when Spurgeon delivered the game-winner. Joel 
Eriksson Ek added an empty-net goal in the final minute, but it was those 
three plays in the second period that were the difference — a back-to-
basics clinic that stymied the Capitals. 

"I think everybody wants to play that way, but I think sometimes you get 
stubborn and try and make the pretty play and cross-ice passes," Reaves 
said. "Sometimes it just doesn't work. I don't think we're built that way. 
Our line's definitely not built that way, so I think we made it a point to just 
try and get in front." 

The Wild improved to 6-3-1 when Kaprizov doesn't get mentioned in the 
scoring summary and without those 13 points, the standings would paint 
quite a different picture — one that would have the Wild three spots lower 
in the Central Division and well below the playoff cutline in the Western 
Conference. 

Make no mistake, the Wild have achieved the bulk of their success when 
Kaprizov contributes. 

He continues to lead the team in goals (25), assists (27) and points (52) 
and is nearing a career milestone since he's one goal away from 100 in 
the NHL. 

Just three games ago, he and linemates Sam Steel and Mats Zuccarello 
were instrumental in the 3-1 turnaround vs. the New York Islanders that 
snapped the Wild's three-game slide and kickstarted their current three-
game streak the other way. 

Still, the team is a much tougher matchup when the potential for offense 
doesn't dip from shift to shift. 

"Throughout the season, especially in playoffs, you've got to have that 
depth scoring," Reaves said. "I think our line, it's time to step up. We 
talked about it before the [Washington] game. It's been a couple games 
since we've been on the sheet, so it was good to get on there." 
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Filip Gustavsson: A spectacular save for the Wild goalie in a stretch of 
steadiness 

 

Michael Rand 

 

As the Capitals pressed hard for the tying goal late in the third period 
Tuesday against the Wild, goalie Filip Gustavsson made an improbable, 
spectacular save by kicking he puck with his skate blade to keep it out of 
the net. 

When asked about it after the game — a 4-2 Wild victory made more 
comfortable with a late empty-net goal — Gustavsson smiled and said 
the maneuver was intentional. 

"You need to stop it somehow," Gustavsson said. "You just try and figure 
out how to move that part of your body and lift it a little bit." 

As remarkable as the save was, and befitting as it was of a goalie who is 
seeing the puck very well during a 10-2 stretch in his last 12 starts, what 
has really defined Gustavsson's excellence of late is his steadiness 
above any spectacular individual efforts. 

He has a 1.67 goals against average and .940 save percentage in those 
12 starts, earning more of an even playing time split with Marc-Andre 
Fleury than was employed at the start of the season. 
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A look inside the numbers gives us a glimpse into how Gustavsson has 
been doing it. 

Per Natural Stat Trick, since Nov. 19 — spanning the last 12 Gustavsson 
starts — Gustavsson has allowed just seven combined goals on what the 
site defines as "medium danger" and "low danger" scoring chances. 

Particularly impressive is his .959 save percentage on medium danger 
shots (93 saves on 97 chances) during that span. 

Gustavsson has been respectable on "high danger" chances like the one 
he turned away Tuesday, posting an .835 save percentage on those 
opportunities. But it's really the routine stops that have defined his run, 
and a goalie that makes those types of stops will win a lot of hearts and 
minds among his teammates. 

Fleury, by comparison, has allowed 12 medium-danger goals and six 
low-danger goals since Nov. 19 in a similar amount of playing time (15 
games compared to 12 for Gustavsson). 

What this means in the big picture is unclear. Is Gustavsson just on a hot 
run and will cool off, leaving Fleury as the clear No. 1 as the season 
unfolds and the playoffs approach? Or is this a subtle changing of the 
guard from a veteran future Hall of Famer to an emerging 24-year-old 
finding his game? 

Time will tell, but a goaltending situation that looked shaky early this 
season is becoming much steadier now. 
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Wild play the Hurricanes following Spurgeon's 2-goal game 

 

The Associated Press 

 

Minnesota Wild (25-14-4, third in the Central Division) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (27-9-8, first in the Metropolitan Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Minnesota Wild visit the Carolina Hurricanes after 
Jared Spurgeon's two-goal game against the Washington Capitals in the 
Wild's 4-2 win. 

Carolina has a 13-5-2 record in home games and a 27-9-8 record overall. 
The Hurricanes are 23-4-4 in games they score at least three goals. 

Minnesota has a 25-14-4 record overall and a 12-6-3 record on the road. 
The Wild are 21-6-3 in games they score at least three goals. 

Thursday's game is the second meeting between these teams this 
season. The Wild won 2-1 in overtime in the previous meeting. Spurgeon 
led the Wild with two goals. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Martin Necas has 17 goals and 22 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Max Pacioretty has scored three goals over the past 10 
games. 

Kirill Kaprizov has 25 goals and 27 assists for the Wild. Sam Steel has 
two goals and seven assists over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 3.4 goals, 5.6 assists, 
4.5 penalties and nine penalty minutes while giving up 2.5 goals per 
game. 

Wild: 6-2-2, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.2 assists, 3.8 penalties and 9.6 
penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: 
out (hip/back), Max Pacioretty: day to day (lower body). 

Wild: None listed. 
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How will Wild winger Matt Boldy spend his $49 million? His teammates 
have suggestions 

 

Dane Mizutani 

 

Wild general manger Bill Guerin talked to reporters on Monday morning 
shortly after inking winger Matt Boldy to a seven-year, $49 million 
contract. The final question was simple: Can this type of commitment 
from the organization help Boldy be more confident on the ice? 

That was enough to make Guerin chuckle before he even had a chance 
to deliver the punchline. 

“A deal like this?” Guerin said. “He better be the most confident guy 
walking into that rink.” 

That friendly ribbing from Guerin paled in comparison to some of the 
chirps Boldy got from his teammates. 

There was Ryan Reaves heckling Boldy while he held court in front of his 
locker. There was Ryan Hartman suggesting that Boldy buy his linemates 
some designer luggage. There was Marcus Foligno joking that Boldy had 
better be buying dinner on the road. 

“Oh, I’m sure I will be,” Boldy said when made aware of Foligno’s 
demand. “We will see how that goes.” 

The Wild play at North Carolina on Thursday. Tipoff is set for 6 p.m. CST. 

The jokes aimed at Boldy this week were in good fun and showcased the 
presence Boldy already has in the locker room. 

“I’ll keep an eye on him and make sure he stays the same,” Marc-Andre 
Fleury said with a laugh. “He picked up some pucks out there at the end 
of practice, so it’s not going to his head already. No, he’s such a great 
kid. He’s very polite, very respectful, and obviously a very talented 
hockey player.” 

This isn’t something Boldy is taking lightly. He understands the pressure 
that comes with being rewarded with such a big contract. Now he wants 
to prove the organization was right to commit to him. 

“You want to be the player that makes a difference,” he said. “I’m going 
to go out there and play well and score goals and help this team.” 

His teammates have no doubt about that. 

Asked what type of player he thinks Boldy will be when the deal runs out, 
Foligno replied, “You’re seeing a lot of it right now.” He referenced 
Boldy’s playmaking ability, as well as his potential to be a dominant force 
in the offensive zone. 

“It’s a smart move by Billy,” Foligno said. “We’ve got a lot of great young, 
promising guys and a core group of guys that we’ve got to lock down, 
and Bolds is definitely a big part of it.” 

As for the chirping about Boldy’s bank account, and how he should 
spend his money, it’s clear his teammates couldn’t be more happy for 
him. 

“They don’t just hand out that type of money and that type of term to guys 
who don’t deserve it,” Hartman said. “He deserves every dollar of it, and I 
know he’s going to keep working to prove it as well.” 
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McAvoy, Forbort score in 2nd, Bruins beat Islanders 4-1 

 

Vin A. Cherwood 

 

NEW YORK — Defensemen Charlie McAvoy and Derek Forbort scored 
in the second period, and the Boston Bruins beat the New York Islanders 
4-1 on Wednesday night. 

Brad Marchand and Trent Frederic also scored for Boston, and Charlie 
Coyle had two assists. Linus Ullmark had 26 saves in his 100th career 
win, improving to 24-2-1 on the season. 

The Bruins (35-5-4) earned their third straight victory. The NHL’s only 30-
win team improved to 7-1-0 in 2023. 

Zach Parise scored and Semyon Varlamov made 21 saves for the 
Islanders, who lost for the sixth time in seven games (1-4-2) and 
completed a season-high five-game homestand at 1-2-2. 

Trailing 2-1, the Islanders went on their fourth power play of the game in 
the opening minute of the third period, but managed just on shot on goal 
during the advantage. 

The Bruins improve to 35-5-4 on the season.  

Minutes later, the Bruins went on their third power play, and Patrice 
Bergeron briefly left the game after he was hit in face by the puck on a 
slap shot from teammate David Pastrnak that deflected off the Islanders’ 
Cal Clutterbuck at 4:26. 

Bergeron then extended the Bruins’ lead to 3-1 with a one-timer from the 
right faceoff dot off a pass from Pastrnak for his 15th at 5:03. 

Parise hit a goalpost at 7:11, and Frederic sealed Boston’s win when he 
tapped in a loose puck in front with 4:22 left for his 10th of the season. 

Trailing 1-0 after 20 minutes, the Bruins took the lead with two goals 4:12 
apart midway through the second. 

McAvoy tied it with a one-timer from the top of the left circle off a pass 
from Matt Grzelcyk for his third at 7:48. 

Boston then took the lead after Varlamov stopped Pavel Zacha’s initial 
shot from the point. However, as the puck trickled toward the goal line, 
Forbort skated in from the left side and poked it in before Varlamov could 
knock it away. It was his third. 

Parise scored with 4:19 left in the first on a one-timer from the top of the 
left circle off a pass from Sebastian Aho. It was his 13th of the season 
and first in five games. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau had an assist on Parise’s first-period goal, giving 
him five assists and eight points in his last 10 games. ... The Islanders 
finished 0 for 6 on the power play and fell to 3 for 51 over their last 18 
games. 

The Islanders gave out bobbleheads of Bob Nystrom, the bruising 
forward who spent 14 seasons with the franchise and was a member of 
the teams that won four straight Stanley Cup championships from 1980-
83. Nystrom scored the winning goal in overtime of Game 7 of the 1980 
Finals to give the Islanders their first title. 

William Dufour made his NHL debut for the Islanders after being called 
up from Bridgeport of the AHL. Dufour, a fifth-round draft pick in 2020 
who turns 21 on Jan. 28, started at right wing on the top line with Josh 
Bailey and Mathew Barzal. He saw 6:48 of ice time, but did not play after 
he was on the ice for Boston’s two goals in the second. ... D Dennis 
Cholowski made his Islanders debut. The 24-year-old had 10 goals and 

20 assists in 115 NHL games over parts of four seasons with Detroit, 
Washington and Seattle. 

Bruins: At the Rangers on Thursday night to complete a two-game trip to 
New York. 

Islanders: At Buffalo on Thursday night 
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Islanders' William Dufour benched in NHL debut after costly mistakes 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

Wednesday started with excitement for William Dufour. It ended in 
disappointment, as Dufour made his NHL debut for the Islanders, but 
didn’t see the ice after the 11:00 mark of the second period, playing just 
eight shifts in a 4-1 loss to the Bruins. 

The benching came after Dufour committed turnovers leading to each of 
Boston’s first two goals. That was, to some degree, the risk the Islanders 
took in letting the 20-year-old make his debut against the best team in 
the league — and they ended up paying for it. 

“I liked his first period,” coach Lane Lambert said. “I liked some of the 
things he did. He’s a big body. Again he went to the net hard. He’ll 
continue to learn and grow from that. That’s what that’s about from that 
standpoint. In his development, he’ll be fine.” 

Whether Dufour, who drew in for Simon Holmstrom, will stay in the lineup 
on Thursday in Buffalo is an open question. The thought in calling him up 
was that the big-bodied forward could add a needed spark to the offense. 
At least on Wednesday, that didn’t happen, as Dufour finished with just 
6:48 total ice time. 

Last season, in the Quebec Major Junior League, Dufour scored 56 goals 
with 60 assists for the Saint John Sea Dogs. Over 37 games with AHL 
Bridgeport this season, he had 13 goals with 12 assists. 

He started Wednesday on the top line, with Mathew Barzal and Josh 
Bailey, but before long, Anthony Beauvillier was playing in that spot 
instead. 

“It’s just a dream come true,” Dufour said following morning skate. 

It might now be more like a dream delayed. 

The Islanders called up defenseman Dennis Cholowski alongside Dufour. 
Cholowski drew in for Parker Wotherspoon in his debut with the Islanders 
as they looked for a more offensive solution on the blueline. He skated 
for 13:58 in the loss. 

“I thought he moved the puck pretty well and I thought he skated well,” 
Lambert said. “He made some good plays, he did what we brought him in 
and asked him to do.” 

A first-round pick of the Red Wings in 2016, Cholowski signed a two-way 
deal with the Islanders last summer after stints with the Capitals and 
Kraken in 2021-22. Over 35 games with AHL Bridgeport, Cholowski had 
17 assists without a goal. 
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Islanders offense struggles again in loss to elite Bruins 
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Ethan Sears 

 

Another blown lead. Another home loss. Another scoreless night on the 
power play. Another chance the Islanders let slip through their fingers. 

Play it again, Sam. 

The Islanders left the UBS Arena ice on Wednesday night to the same 
soundtrack of disappointment that has become commonplace since they 
returned from Western Canada more than a week ago. For the fourth 
straight game, they scored first. For the third of those four — and fourth 
of five at home — they lost. And after falling 4-1 to the Bruins, the 
Islanders (23-19-4) have now lost this season as many times as they 
have won. 

“Is it a low point? Again, we need to collect some wins here,” coach Lane 
Lambert said. “It’s a tough league, it’s an unforgiving league and no one 
is feeling sorry for us.” 

Their points percentage is still above .500, and the league-leading Bruins 
were always going to be a tough team to earn two points against. But at 
the end of the day, the Islanders wasted a great first period and lost a 
game they could have won. 

“Right now it’s the little things, our mistakes seem to be the ones that end 
up in the back of the net,” captain Anders Lee told The Post. “We’re not 
giving ourselves the cushion to have those, and so in tight games when 
you play solid but you make a couple errors here and there, they cost 
you.” 

The Islanders hung tight with the Bruins, even after a 1-0 lead turned to a 
2-1 deficit, but it’s hard for a team to win against such ruthless opposition 
when its power play is riding a goal-scoring drought and its goaltender is 
anything but perfect. 

Semyon Varlamov, who stopped 21 of 25 shots for the Islanders, looked 
rusty playing just his second game in a month, and his team looked 
better at even strength than at five-on-four, wasting five power play 
chances. 

“The power play didn’t help us at all tonight,” Lee said. 

“Killed us tonight,” Mathew Barzal said. “It’s lost us some games 
recently.” 

The Bruins salted the game away on their own power play, as Brad 
Marchand slapped home a feed from David Pastrnak that went 
untouched through the slot at 5:03 of the third period. That made it 3-1, 
and though there were nearly 15 minutes left in regulation, the Islanders 
are not a team that currently seems capable of turning around a two-goal 
deficit. 

The Islanders got their fifth chance on the power play just 33 seconds 
after Marchand’s goal. After Zach Parise’s redirect from the doorstep 
caromed off the post — a symptom of a snakebitten unit if there ever was 
one — they had made it a clean three for their last 50 tries at five-on-four. 

To pour salt on the wound, Trent Frederic directed Charlie Coyle’s feed 
straight into the roof of the net with 4:22 to go in the game, making it 4-1. 
As Islanders fans made for the exits, a “Let’s Go Bruins” chant took hold 
at UBS Arena, and the road team left the ice to a standing ovation. 

The Bruins started digging their heels in during the second period, when 
Charlie McAvoy tied the score with a one-timer off Matt Grzelcyk’s feed 
at 7:48. A little more than four minutes later, Derek Forbort poked in a 
rebound that Varlamov left in the crease to hand the lead to Boston. After 
turnovers by William Dufour, who was making his NHL debut, led to both 
goals, he was nailed to the bench for the rest of the night, and played just 
6:48 total. 

Barzal was asked in the locker room whether the season is slipping away 
from the Islanders, who are now a point behind Pittsburgh for the last 
wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference with two fewer games played. 

“Absolutely not,” he said. 

It’s true that the Islanders are far from out of it. But something needs to 
change. Fast. And preferably on the power play. 

“The results right now don’t sit well with anyone in this room,” Lee said of 
the three-for-50 skid. “We’re gonna do whatever we can to make sure it’s 
better.” 
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Jean-Gabriel Pageau takes issue with Alex Ovechkin's hit 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

Like his Islanders teammates and coach Lane Lambert, Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau did not like Alex Ovechkin’s game-turning, high hit on him the 
last game. 

But the important thing for Pageau was he cleared concussion protocol 
and had an assist in Wednesday night’s 4-1 loss to the NHL-best Bruins. 

“I was banged up after the hit,” Pageau said. “Got back and got some 
tests and felt very good after. Yesterday, I felt fine. Today I felt great on 
the ice.” 

Ovechkin crunched Pageau, who had his back turned, into the boards at 
6:34 of the second period in the Capitals’ 4-3 overtime win on Monday 
night at UBS Arena. Ovechkin went unpenalized and a wobbly Pageau 
headed to the Islanders’ room before returning at 16:05 of the second 
period. 

“I knew he was coming,” Pageau said. “I was trying to make my play and 
clear the puck and he finished his hit. He took a couple of strides to come 
in. He’s been around for a while. He knew what he was doing. I look at 
the replay, I don’t think I liked it.” 

Varlamov's rust 

Semyon Varlamov allowed two goals in each of the last two periods after 
Ilya Sorokin — likely to be in net Thursday night in Buffalo — started 12 
of the previous 13 games following Varlamov’s groin injury. 

“I thought he battled hard,” Lambert said. “He was screened on a couple 
of those shots. He hasn’t played much with the injury and, for a while, I 
thought he played well.” 

Isles files 

The Islanders honored Bobby Nystrom as part of their legacy series on 
Wednesday. “I tried to stay away from the guy,” coach Lane Lambert 
said, laughing. “A tough guy. A great guy.” Lambert coached Nystrom’s 
son, Eric, while with the Predators . . . The Islanders went 19 of 51 (37%) 
on faceoffs. 
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Islanders shake up lineup, but lose last game of homestand to Bruins 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

The losses keep piling up, six in seven games now, and shaking up the 
lineup did not work for the Islanders against the NHL-best Bruins in the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 19, 2023 

 

finale to a disappointing homestand. Their two wins in 2023 have come 
against the last-place Canadiens and the also-ran Canucks. 

It certainly feels like things have not been worse this season. 

“We’ve got to find our way through it,” coach Lane Lambert said. “Is it a 
lowpoint? We need to collect some wins here. It’s an unforgiving league 
and nobody’s feeling sorry for us.” 

Rising prospect William Dufour made his NHL debut before being 
benched in the second period and journeyman defenseman Dennis 
Cholowski played his first game for the Islanders after they were recalled 
from AHL Bridgeport for Wednesday night’s 4-1 loss at UBS Arena. 

Goalie Semyon Varlamov (20 saves) made his first start in five games 
with the Islanders also playing in Buffalo on Thursday night. 

The Islanders (23-19-4) went 0-for-6 on the power play — with Cholowski 
quarterbacking the second unit — generating just seven shots. They 
finished their longest homestand of the season 1-2-2, scoring eight total 
goals. 

“You can say that,” Lambert said when asked if the homestand was a 
missed opportunity. “I feel like we played better than what the results are. 
Results are results and we’re in a results business. We’ve had ample 
opportunities to win. 

“We’ve outchanced teams. We’ve outplayed teams in areas. We’re a little 
bit snakebit right now. We have to get our power play going. The 
consistency isn’t there. We’ve got to get more pucks to the net.” 

Linus Ullmark made 25 saves for the Bruins (35-5-4), who have won 
three straight and seven of their last eight. 

The Islanders led 1-0 after what Lambert termed a “textbook” first period 
as Zach Parise scorched a one-timer at 15:41. 

“We get in a good spot and then just a couple small portions of the game 
where we lose a guy,” Brock Nelson said. “It just feels like when there’s a 
breakdown, they’re capitalizing and pucks are going in. It’s easy to say 
you can’t get discouraged but I’d say frustration, for sure, is high.” 

Dufour, who started on top-line center Mathew Barzal’s right wing along 
with Josh Bailey, logged just 6:48 and did not play after turnovers on the 
first two Bruins’ goals. Lambert inserted Dufour and Cholowski for fellow 
AHL callups Simon Holmstrom and Parker Wotherspoon, respectively. 

Varlamov, making just his second start since injuring his groin on Dec. 
17, struggled with his rebound control. Defenseman Charlie McAvoy, of 
Long Beach, floated a shortside one-timer past Varlamov’s blocker to tie 
it at 1-1 at 7:48 after Dufour was unable to clear the puck. 

Dufour also could not control the puck along the wall on the sequence 
that led to defenseman Derek Forbort poking in a rebound to make it 2-1 
at 11:00. 

The 6-2, 215-pound Dufour, a fifth-round pick in 2020, has rapidly 
become one of the organization’s best prospects with his combination of 
size and scoring ability. 

“I’m just excited to be here,” Dufour said. “I just want to play my type of 
game that I play in Bridgeport this year. Move my feet and be physical 
and shoot the puck. Be responsible defensively.” 

Brad Marchand’s power-play goal on a tic-tac-toe passing sequence 
made it 3-1 at 5:03 of the third period and Trent Frederic, open at the net, 
capped the scoring at 15:38. 

“When things are going like this, one little mistake is costing us,” 
defenseman Noah Dobson said. “We can’t get frustrated. We’ve just got 
to stick with it and get ready for [Thursday]." 
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Callups of William Dufour and Dennis Cholowski send Isles a message 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

For William Dufour and Dennis Cholowski, this was a chance to prove 
their NHL worthiness. 

For the Islanders, their callups from AHL Bridgeport and immediate 
insertion into the lineup on Wednesday night against the NHL-best Bruins 
at UBS Arena was a message more personnel changes could be made if 
the team continues its inconsistent ways. 

“Everybody understands that there is a business end, there’s 
expectations and you need to meet those expectations,” Matt Martin said. 
“It’s not just this team, it’s every team. Changes can be made and will be 
made. We saw it last year with the coaching change [from Barry Trotz to 
Lane Lambert].” 

The Islanders went into the finale of their season’s longest homestand 
with a disappointing 1-1-2 mark over the first four games. That was part 
of a bigger 1-3-2 skid. 

“We feel like there’s opportunity for certain guys,” Lambert said. “We’re 
looking to get some different areas going. That’s the philosophy right 
now.” 

But Lambert didn’t really shake up his lineup. Defenseman Parker 
Wotherspoon and forward Simon Holmstrom, both also callups from 
Bridgeport, came out for Cholowski and Dufour, respectively. Lambert 
started Dufour on top-line center Mathew Barzal’s right wing while 
Cholowski, who has played 115 NHL games with the Red Wings, Kraken 
and Capitals, was paired with Ryan Pulock. 

The 6-2, 215-pound Dufour, a fifth-round pick in 2020, has rapidly 
become one of the organization’s best prospects with his combination of 
size and scoring ability. 

He has 13 goals and 12 assists in 37 games for Bridgeport this season 
after finishing his junior career with a breakout 56 goals and 60 assists in 
66 games for Saint John of the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League last 
season. He was named the league’s MVP as the Sea Dogs won the 
Memorial Cup. 

He also had three goals and four assists in seven games as Team 
Canada won the gold medal at the 2022 IIHF World Junior 
Championships. 

“Doofie is a good prospect for us and somebody that can help us win 
now,” Martin said. “That’s how guys look at it at the end of the day. We 
need to win and he’s a piece of the puzzle that can help us do that.” 

The Islanders’ forward depth has been depleted with long-term injuries to 
Kyle Palmieri and Oliver Wahlstrom. Holmstrom, the 23rd overall pick in 
2019, also was sidelined for six games before returning to start the 
homestand. But he’s gone seven games without a point. 

“He didn’t really get much practice time,” Lambert said. “He continues to 
be solid defensively. He needs to get a little bit more offense to his 
game.” 

Dufour acknowledged his emotions in making his NHL debut ranged from 
excitement to nervousness. 

“I think it’s all of them,” the 20-year-old Dufour said. “I’m just excited to be 
here. I don’t want to have any pressure on myself. I just want to play my 
type of game that I play in Bridgeport this year. 

“I don’t have any role. [Lambert] just wants me to play my type of game 
that I play in Bridgeport. Move my feet and be physical and shoot the 
puck. Be responsible defensively. I think if I’m doing that, I’m going to 
have good games.” 
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Cholowski, 24, selected 20th overall by the Red Wings in 2016, has 
bounced between the AHL and NHL. He has 17 assists in 35 games for 
Bridgeport. 

Lambert also inserted him as the second power-play unit’s quarterback 
instead of Sebastian Aho. 

“The mission is just to play and keep playing the way I have been and 
play well,” Cholowski said. “Try not to worry about too much.” 
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Islanders offense and power play remain dreadful despite recalling top 
prospect 

 

Kevin Kurz 

 

ELMONT, NY — Desperation? Or simply giving a young player that is 
known for having an outstanding shot the opportunity to spark a lifeless 
offense? 

Islanders fans were probably wondering which was the appropriate 
reaction on Wednesday morning when William Dufour, thought by many 
to be the organization’s second-best prospect behind Aatu Raty, was 
recalled from Bridgeport and promptly placed on a line with Mathew 
Barzal and Josh Bailey. The 20-year-old Dufour has had some success 
in his first AHL season, posting 13 goals and 25 points in 37 games with 
the Islanders’ affiliate, progressing to the point that team brass figured it 
was time to give him a chance on Wednesday night against the league-
leading Boston Bruins. 

It’s not difficult to see why. The Islanders’ offense has dried up, and 
stayed dry against Boston, as Zach Parise’s first-period goal was all they 
could muster in a 4-1 loss. They managed just eight total goals on a five-
game homestand, going 1-2-2, and have just 20 goals in their last 10 
games — six of which came in one game. 

In five of their last 10 games, the Islanders have scored just a single 
goal, including three of the five on what was a concerning homestand 
that followed an abysmal four-game road trip. They are 1-4-2 in their last 
seven. 

As for Dufour, it wasn’t an ideal debut. He was on the ice for Boston’s 
first two goals, not playing after Derek Forbort scored 11 minutes into the 
second period, which turned out to be the game-winner. He didn’t 
register a shot on goal. 

Scorebort from the doorstep. pic.twitter.com/ye3t9iRDhu 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) January 19, 2023 

But no one in their right mind is going to blame Dufour for the loss, even 
if he had the puck on his stick prior to Forbort’s goal and also Charlie 
McAvoy’s at 7:48 of the second period that tied the game at 1-1. No, the 
Islanders lost yet another game that they had a chance to win primarily 
due to another pathetic performance from their power play, which 
finished 0-for-6 on the night. In their last 18 games, the Islanders power 
play is 3-for-51. 

The killer sequence on Thursday came in the second period when 
Patrice Bergeron was called for high-sticking in the first minute of the 
third period, and the Islanders, trailing 2-1, managed just one shot that 
was stopped by Linus Ullmark. Then, after Sebastian Aho was called for 
tripping less than two minutes later, the Bruins showed the home team 
what a dangerous power play looks like. They zipped the puck around 
the offensive zone and Brad Marchand finished off a seam pass from 
David Pastrnak at 5:03 to make it 3-1, essentially ending the game, as 
there was no reason at all to believe the Islanders would actually be able 

to score two more goals over the final 15 minutes of regulation. 
Especially not against a team like Boston, still leading the league with a 
ridiculous 35-5-4 record. 

“(The power play) killed us tonight,” Barzal said. “Lost us some games 
recently. Just has to be better. That’s the bottom line.” 

Coach Lane Lambert said: “It’s inconsistent. There are times when we 
have had good power plays and get good opportunities, but the 
consistency isn’t there. We’ve got to get more pucks to the net.” 

The Islanders finished with seven shots on goal in nearly 10 minutes of 
total time with a man advantage. The only truly dangerous chance came 
later in the third when they were still down by two goals, as Parise got to 
the front of the net and fished around for a loose puck he couldn’t quite 
find. 

And no one should be all that surprised that it was Parise who had the 
best chance, and the only goal. If the rest of the roster played with the 
kind of energy and hard-working style that Parise typically employs, then 
perhaps the Islanders wouldn’t find themselves in this mess that they’re 
in. The 38-year-old now has 13 goals on the season, just two behind co-
leaders Brock Nelson and Anders Lee. 

But while anyone with two eyes can now clearly see that this group just 
ain’t it, that doesn’t seem to be a message that either Lambert or general 
manager Lou Lamoriello has relayed to the team. 

When asked if anyone has been told that changes to the roster could be 
necessary if this Islanders team doesn’t quickly turn things around, 
Lambert said: “No, no. Everyone that comes to the rink, coaching staff, 
the players, we’re all working every day to get better. That’s the bottom 
line and that’s all we have in our mind.” 

Nelson, now scoreless in his last 14 games, said: “I don’t think anybody’s 
had that discussion with Lou.” 

Instead, Lambert suggested that the Islanders were perhaps the victims 
of bad luck on the homestand. 

“I feel like we’ve played better than what the results are,” he said. 
“Results are results and we’re in a results-based business, but of these 
five games here we’ve had plenty and ample opportunity to win them.” 

In Lambert’s defense, the Islanders did have a slightly positive expected-
goals share (50.1 percent) throughout the course of the homestand at 
five-on-five, according to Natural Stat Trick. They were outscored just 8-7 
with both teams skating at full strength. 

But the mark of a bad team — which the Islanders sure look like right 
now — is that when one problem is patched up, another leak springs 
elsewhere. On the four-game road trip out west in which they lost to 
Seattle, Calgary and Edmonton, the Islanders got off to horrid starts in all 
three of those games, and even the one game they won in Vancouver, 
too. It had been a recurring issue for most of the season. 

That wasn’t a problem on the homestand, as the Islanders scored first in 
four of the five games. But they blew leads in three of them, including 
Monday against the Capitals when they scored the first three goals and 
still lost in overtime, 4-3. 

“It’s kind of the opposite of what we had for a few weeks when we were 
talking about better starts,” Nelson said. “Right now kind of just feels like 
when there’s a breakdown they’re capitalizing, and pucks are going in. 
Just have to find a way to fight through it, correct those mistakes. When 
you get the lead, lock it down and play tight.” 

Regarding the homestand, Barzal said: “It’s not the results we’d want. It’s 
been unfortunate. We’ve got to turn it around.” 

Whether that can happen is debatable, as the Islanders and their anemic 
offense continue their downward trajectory in the standings. 

Is there any worry the season is starting to slip away from them, now that 
they’re just 8-11-4 since Nov. 29? 
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“Absolutely not,” Barzal said. 

Said Lambert: “We’ve got to find our way through it.” 
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Islanders struggles increase pressure on general manager Lou 
Lamoriello to do something 

 

Kevin Kurz 

 

Consider it a new low point. 

The Islanders’ played arguably their best 24-minute stretch of hockey in 
weeks in jumping out to a 3-0 lead over the Capitals on Monday night at 
UBS Arena. In what was their biggest game of the season so far against 
a solid team they’ll probably have to catch, they got goals from Sebastian 
Aho, Matt Martin and Hudson Fasching while outshooting Washington 
13-7 when the third goal by Fasching snuck through Darcy Kuemper 
about four minutes into the second period. 

But a crunching hit by Alexander Ovechkin on Jean-Gabriel Pageau that 
probably should have been at least a two-minute minor for an illegal 
check to the head changed the game. Washington scored three and a 
half minutes after a wobbly Pageau had to be helped to the dressing 
room (he eventually returned), and chipped away at the Islanders’ lead 
until they tied it in the third period and won it in overtime on Dmitry 
Orlov’s goal when he got free of Mathew Barzal and danced in alone on 
Ilya Sorokin. 

“Obviously that was a big game,” Martin said. “They weren’t going to go 
away quietly. There’s still some areas we can clean up.” 

There are. And they all stem from the lack of offense. Far too many key 
players remain ice cold, even after the Islanders managed three against 
the Capitals, as they came from their sixth defenseman, a fourth-line 
winger, and a guy who spent most of his career prior to this season in the 
AHL. 

Brock Nelson is scoreless in 13 games. Josh Bailey has one goal in his 
last 15. Zach Parise and Anthony Beauvillier have just one goal in their 
last 10. Noah Dobson hasn’t scored in his last 14. Simon Holmstrom is 
still sitting on just one goal in his first 18 career games. These are all top 
nine forwards getting big minutes, and, in Dobson’s case, their best 
offensive defenseman. 

For all of the talk about changing systems and expecting to be a more 
dangerous offensive team this season under Lane Lambert rather than 
Barry Trotz, the Islanders found themselves on Tuesday tied for 22nd in 
the league in goals-per-game (3.02). That’s exactly where they finished 
last season, although it was 2.79 goals per game. While they remain tied 
for the league lead in goals from defensemen (27), they are tied for 23rd 
in goals from forwards (109). 

To that point, the league has been trending toward offense in recent 
seasons as elite speed and skill have taken over. Headed into Tuesday 
night, NHL teams were averaging 3.17 goals per game, higher than last 
season’s 3.14 per game, which was the highest mark since 1993-94 
when it was 3.24. The average league save percentage of .905 this 
season would be the lowest since 2005-06. 

So has general manager Lou Lamoriello simply failed to adapt to modern 
times? His lack of activity in altering the forward group, while perhaps 
relying a bit too heavily on a strong defense core and elite goaltender, 
suggests that, yeah, that case can probably be made. The Islanders 
don’t just look like they are one forward away from being competitive, 
either. This is probably a team that needs both a high-end, skilled and 

speedy winger, and at least one or two more guys that have the 
willingness and the ability to get to the front of the net. 

And they’ve been particularly exposed in the last six weeks. 

Since Nov. 29 the Islanders are 8-10-4, giving them a .455 points 
percentage — 24th in the NHL over that span and behind teams like 
Philadelphia and Ottawa (both .545). In order for the 23-18-4 Islanders to 
reach 97 points — which may not even be enough — they would have to 
go something like 21-11-5 over their final 37 games. And it won’t be easy 
for them to get on any kind of roll before the bye week/All-Star break at 
the end of the month with games against playoff locks like Boston, 
Carolina, Toronto and Vegas on the horizon, and others like Buffalo and 
Detroit that are on their heels in the Wild Card standings. 

There is nothing killing the Islanders more right now than their abysmal 
power play, which is operating at just 11.5 percent, the lowest mark in the 
league since Nov. 29. They’ve scored seven goals in 61 opportunities, 
while also giving up four shorthanded goals. That +3 differential is also 
last in the league over that span (Columbus is 31st with a +6 differential). 

How much has it derailed them? Well, at five-on-five, the Islanders are 
actually outscoring their opponents by 11 goals since Nov. 29 (46-35), 
the 11th-best mark in the league. Their expected goals rate of 51.7 
percent is 14th in the NHL since then, according to Natural Stat Trick. 
Not bad. 

But in a league in which games are often decided by one or two goals, 
the power play has to produce. Had the Islanders scored just a few more 
in recent weeks they’d probably still be in playoff position, as they are 11-
10-4 in games decided by one or two goals. 

“Obviously, it’s been tough,” Noah Dobson said on Monday morning 
about the power play struggles. “As a group we know we’re capable of 
having a top power play and we know what we need to do to execute. It 
just comes down to execution. Last couple games we’ve moved the puck 
well and had some chances. If we start getting a couple we feel like we 
can heat up again and it can be an advantage for our team. Coming 
down the tighter games the power plays are so big, you’ve got to try and 
get one.” 

Some of the underlying power play numbers do suggest that the 
Islanders could be victims of bad luck. And when a power play is that 
unproductive, that’s probably always going to be at least somewhat true. 
According to Natural Stat Trick, the Islanders’ expected goals number on 
the power play is 14.15 since Nov. 29 — or 19th in the league, and more 
than double the seven they actually have. 

At the same time, their power play drought surely has something to do 
with the fact that there aren’t enough finishers on the roster, a common 
criticism that was supposed to be addressed in the offseason. 

One NHL coach who has seen the Islanders this season but is not 
permitted to speak publicly about opponents recently gave his evaluation 
of the team in general. He’s not nearly as pessimistic as much of the 
Twitterverse has been lately, but he still unsurprisingly believes the team 
needs to improve their forward group. 

“Definitely playing faster offensively this year and committing five guys on 
their forecheck,” he said. “Heavy pinching trying to keep plays alive 
offensively. Completely different from last year, yet still have a 
responsible work ethic and play the right way. Obviously (they) miss 
Adam Pelech. Dobson is a special defenseman. 

“I think they need a scorer — someone who can shoot the puck in the 
net. They have (heaviness) and work ethic, but if they can add a pure 
shooter they will be another very solid team in the East.” 

Another league executive not permitted to speak on record was less 
optimistic, and also pointed out the obvious — that there aren’t enough 
pure scorers for the Islanders to be considered a top contender. Further, 
their style of play is difficult to maintain night in and night out, which 
perhaps helps to explain why the Islanders have seemingly hit a wall of 
late. 
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“They don’t have much (up front). They have (Mathew) Barzal and after 
that, Nelson is good, but it’s the older guys who are over the hill.” 

The executive continued: “They have some skill, but it’s still slow. They 
emphasize more working hard, a lot of puck pressure, a lot of dump-ins, 
stuff like that — not much puck possession. They’re just chasing, 
chasing, chasing. It’s based on really hard work, hustle. It’s hard to play. 
It works when you’re fresh, but when the season goes on, the less fresh 
you get.” 

Perhaps that’s being reflected on the ice lately. The one common 
criticism that Lambert has been willing to offer on a consistent basis is 
the Islanders’ inability to get to the front of the net. He mentioned it again 
on Monday morning ahead of the Capitals game. 

Asked after the game Monday whether this team has the right players on 
the roster that can finish on their chances, he indicated that he still 
believes they do. 

“Absolutely. We’ve been creating opportunities,” Lambert said. “There’s 
certain guys that have been in droughts, and they’ll come out of them.” 

Some probably will. But whether that will be enough for the Islanders to 
win on a consistent enough basis to qualify for the playoffs could be a 
reach at this point, unless Lamoriello finally does something to shake 
things up. 
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Islanders Disastrous Homestand Ends With 4-1 Beatdown by Bruins  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

ELMONT, NY — The New York Islanders wrapped up their five-game 
homestand with a 4-1 loss to the Boston Bruins. After a strong start, they 
folded. Netminder Semyon Varlamov was not sharp, while his teammates 
struggled to beat Boston netminder Linus Ullmark, despite plenty of 
chance at five-on-five and the power play. 

The Islanders are now 23-19-4 and go 1-2-2 on the homestand. 

LINES 

Josh Bailey-Mathew Barzal-William Dufour 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Anthony Beauvillier 

Beauvillier-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Hudson Fasching 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Cal Clutterbuck 

Dennis Cholowski-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Scott Mayfield 

Sebastian Aho-Noah Dobson 

Semyon Varlamov 

Ilya Sorokin 

GOALS 

Zach Parise gave the New York Islanders a 1-0 lead at x as he snuck a 
one-timer from above the left face-off dot under the glove of Bruins 
netminder Linus Ullmark for his 13th of the season at 15:41 of the first 
period. Sebastian Aho and Jean-Gabriel Pageau were credited with the 
assists. 

Local kid Charlie McAvoy tied the contest at one as his one-timer from 
the point snuck past Islanders netminder Semyon Varlamov for his third 

of the season at 7:48 of the second period. Matt Grzelcyk and Charlie 
Coyle were credited with the assists. 

Derek Forbort gave the Bruins a 2-1 lead as he tapped home a loose 
puck for his third of the season. Pavel Zacha and David Pastrnak were 
credited with the assists at 11:00 of the second period. 

Brad Marchand gave the Bruins a 3-1 lead at 5:03 of the third period as 
he finished off strong passing on the power play for his 15th of the 
season. Pastrnak and McAvoy were credited with the assists. 

Trent Frederic gave the Bruins a 4-1 lead at 15:38 of the third period as 
he evaded Ryan Pulock before beating Varlamov over the blocker for his 
10th goal of the season. Charlie Coyle and Craig Smith were credited 
with the assists. 

Islanders Lose Special Teams Battle 

The New York Islanders had five power-play chances on the night and 
produced just five shots on goal. Again, the need for a sniper proved 
large as the chances were there, but nobody finished the chances. 

They are now three for their last 50 with the man-advantage. 

“It killed us tonight,” Islanders forward Mathew Barzal said. “It’s lost us 
some games recently, and it just has to be better. That’s the bottom line.” 

The Boston Bruins had four power-play chances on the night, capitalizing 
to give themselves a 3-0 lead, as they recorded just two shots. 

Varlamov Shaky 

After four games backing up Ilya Sorokin, Semyon Varlamov returned to 
the crease. He was not sharp in his last start out against the Calgary 
Flames, allowing four goals on 21 shots in a 4-1 loss. That was his first 
after missing eight games with a lower-body injury. 

He had a chance to start against a Boston Bruins team he has played 
well against over his career, but after so much time off, he looked rather 
rusty. 

His rebounds were all over the place, and the first goal he allowed to 
Charlie McAvoy is one he likely wants back. 

All the way from Long Beach   pic.twitter.com/4vRA0DJTll 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) January 19, 2023 

Varlamov stopped 20 of 24 in the loss, with an expected goal against of 
1.86, per NaturalStatrick.com. 

Not a Pretty Debut For Dufour 

New York Islanders prospect William Dufour made his NHL debut, but it 
was one to forget as he had a few turnovers, leading to two of the three 
Boston goals. 

Dufour failed to clear the puck out on the first goal against and lost a 
puck battle along the boards in the defensive zone on the second goal. 

After his skates hit the bench with nine minutes to go in the second, that 
was the last we saw from him. 

He played 6:48 minutes in the contest. 

“I liked his first period. I like some of the things he did. He’s a big body. 
He went to the net hard, and he’ll continue to learn and grow from that,” 
Islanders head coach Lane Lambert said. “And that’s what that’s about 
from that standpoint.” 

“He’ll be fine.” 

Making your NHL debut against the Bruins is a tough assignment, but it 
was Dufour’s reality. Now it’s about seeing how he bounces back 
whenever he does get back in the lineup. 

Islanders Score 1st For 4th Straight Game 
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The New York Islanders have had a problem with slow starts, but not as 
of late. Like the three games prior, the Islanders lit the lamp first and put 
forth a solid first period. 

The Islanders outshot the Bruins 10-6 and got in on the forecheck early. 

They were winning loose puck battles, finishing their hits, and getting 
shots on goal, sneaking one past Ullmark, who has been hard to beat 
this season. 

However, the Islanders blew their early lead for the third time over the 
last four games. 

“It’s kind of the opposite of what we had for a few weeks there when we 
were talking about better starts,” Islanders Brock Nelson said. “We get it 
in a good spot and then just a couple small portions of the game where 
we lose a guy, and right now kind of just feels like everything…when 
there’s a breakdown, they’re capitalizing and pucks are going in.” 

Next up: The New York Islanders head north for an interstate matchup 
against the Buffalo Sabres Thursday at 7:30 eastern. 

NYI Hockey Now LOADED: 01.19.2023 

1209535 New York Islanders 

 

Islanders Sacrificing Defense For Offense With Latest Moves  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

Following their 4-3 overtime loss to the Washington Capitals on Monday, 
after blowing a three-goal lead and failing to put the game out of reach 
early, New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert was asked if he had 
enough finishers on the roster.  

“Absolutely,” Lambert said. “We’ve been creating opportunities, and there 
are certain guys that have been in droughts, and they’ll come out of 
them.” 

Actions speak louder than words, as the Islanders two roster moves on 
Wednesday ahead of their game against the Boston Bruins show that the 
Islanders are willing to sacrifice their defense for offense as they have 
recalled 20-year-old forward Willian Dufour and 24-year-old defenseman 
Dennis Cholowski. 

Dufour has “a cannon” of a shot, per Islanders Oliver Wahlstrom to NYI 
Hockey Now back in late September. 

He’s scored 13 times with 12 assists in his first 37 games in the 
American Hockey League after a dominant season in the QMJHL and a 
dominant display on the world stage at this past summer’s World Juniors. 

Dufour skated alongside Mathew Barzal and Josh Bailey at Islanders 
morning skate. 

He replaces 21-year-old Simon Holmstrom in the lineup, who has shown 
well defensively in his first 18 NHL games, but his lack of offense has 
been the issue, with just one goal on 11 shots. 

“He didn’t really get much practice time. You know, he continues to be 
solid defensively and is a very intelligent player,” Lambert said regarding 
Holmstrom. “He needs to get a little bit more offense to his game.” 

As for the change on the backend, Cholowski replaces Parker 
Wotherspoon and will skate alongside Ryan Pulock against the Boston 
Bruins.  

Cholowski has never been known as a gifted defender, with his offensive 
skills the standout. 

“He’s got experience. He’s a good skater. He’s a puck-moving guy, and 
we’re looking to break pucks out of our own and better,” Lambert said.  

Cholowski has 17 assists in 35 games with Bridgeport this season.  

“We’re looking for him just to make a good first pass. Don’t do anything 
more than that,” Lambert said. “He’s had success doing that in the past.” 

Wotherspoon has been solid defensively in his 11 games but has just 
one assist and 10 shots in an average of 13:29 per game.  

Over the course of this homestand, four games with a 1-1-2 record, the 
New York Islanders have scored just seven goals, 1.75 per game. Let’s 
see if these two new additions help spark the offense as they try to finish 
the homestand at an even .500 point-wise before making the trip to 
Buffalo for a Thursday night showdown. 
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Islanders Pageau Feels 'Fine' After Ovechkin Hit, Said He Was Hit in 
Head  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

New York Islanders forward Jean-Gabriel Pageau was not available 
Monday night after taking a vicious hit from Washington Capitals forward 
Alex Ovechkin, which forced him to miss 10 minutes of action. 

But he was available Wednesday morning, following the New York 
Islanders morning skate. 

The most important thing was that Pageau was indeed okay, despite the 
scariness of the hit, which you can see below: 

The Ovechkin hit on Pageau along with how Pageau looked afterwards: 
pic.twitter.com/OrkpCfmnJx 

— Stefen Rosner (@stefen_rosner) January 17, 2023 

“I’m fine. Obviously, I was banged up after the hit, then got back and got 
some tests and felt very good after,” Pageau said. “I felt normal, so that’s 
why I came back, and then two days after, yesterday, I felt fine. Today I 
felt great on the ice, so I’m okay.” 

As for if he saw Ovechkin coming, he was well aware. 

“I knew he was coming. Obviously, I was trying to make a play and clear 
the puck, and he finished his hit, obviously,” Pageau said. “Obviously, he 
took a couple of strides to come in, and he’s been around for a while, so 
he knew what he was doing.” 

“It is what it is.” 

Pageau understands that, legal or not, hitting is part of the game. 

“When you look at the replay, I don’t think I like it,” Pageau said. “It’s part 
of this game. He’s scoring goals, he’s finishing his hits, and it’s just 
another hit for him, and he’s been known to hit guys hard, and he hit me 
hard, and it’s part of the game,” Pageau said. 

There was an interaction between Ovechkin and Pageau once he 
returned to the game. But it wasn’t as friendly as it may have come off on 
video. 

Ovechkin and Pageau exchanged words after he returned following 
Ovechkin’s big hit in the second. 

Don’t believe there was any negative intent here or on the hit. 
pic.twitter.com/Y4DiK56UB0 

— Sammi Silber (@sammisilber) January 17, 2023 

“He asked me if I was alright, and obviously, if I’m back on the ice, it’s 
because I’m alright,” Pageau said. 
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As the cameras went away, NYI Hockey Now continued its conversation 
with Pageau, who shared that the point of contact was indeed the head. 

The New York Islanders are still missing Adam Pelech and Kyle Palmieri, 
who are both on Injured Reserve with upper-body injuries, likely head 
injuries. 

The Islanders could ill-afford to have their best face-off man and Swiss 
army knife out of the lineup as they try to stay near a playoff spot. 
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Islanders Gm 46: Battle With the Bruins, Dufour Recalled  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

EAST MEADOW, NY — The New York Islanders (23-18-4) are off back 
in action Wednesday night, as they host the Boston Bruins (34-5-4) 
before flying to Buffalo to face the Sabres on Thursday. Puck drop is 
slated for 7:30 PM at UBS Arena. 

The Islanders have gone 1-1-2 on their homestand, with one more game 
to salvage to finish the trip at .500. 

The Bruins have been dynamite this season, with just nine total losses in 
a season where the expectations were not high at all, given all the 
injuries they had to deal with. But backed by Linus Ullmark, who leads 
the Vezina race, the Bruins have an 11-point lead on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs for first in the Atlantic. 

MORNING SKATE UPDATES 

Prior to the skate, netminder Ilya Sorokin was on the ice with Ross 
Johnston, Kyle Palmieri, and Adam Pelech. 

Semyonv Varlamov will make his first start in four games, after allowing 
four goals on 21 shots in a 4-1 loss to the Calgary Flames on Jan. 6. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau, who was on the wrong end of an Alex Ovechkin hit 
Monday night, was at morning skate and is expected to play. 

William Dufour and Dennis Cholowski have been recalled as both are 
expected to be in the lineup. Simon Holmstrom did not take part in line 
rushes as he will serve as an extra. 

Cholowski manned the point on the Islanders second power-play unit. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS LINES (PROJECTED) 

Josh Bailey-Mathew Barzal-Willam Dufour 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Anthony Beauvillier 

Zach Parise-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Hudson Fasching 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Cal Clutterbuck 

Dennis Cholowski-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Noah Dobson 

Sebastian Aho-Scott Mayfield 

Semyon Varlamov 

Ilya Sorokin 

BOSTON BRUINS  LINES (PROJECTED) 

Prax lines: 

Marchand-Bergeron-Smith 

Zacha-Krejci-Pastrnak 

Hall-Coyle-Frederic 

Foligno-Nosek/Koppanen-Greer 

Grzelcyk-McAvoy 

Lindholm-Carlo 

Forbort-Clifton 

Zboril 

Ullmark 

Swayman 

— Fluto Shinzawa (@FlutoShinzawa) January 17, 2023 

ISLANDERS NOTES 

Tonight, the New York Islanders close out their season-long five-game 
home stand as they host the Boston Bruins in the second of three 
matchups between the two clubs this season. 

The last time these teams met was December 13 in Boston, when Josh 
Bailey, Noah Dobson, and Brock Nelson each tallied multi-point games to 
help the Islanders collect a point in the shootout. 

The Islanders begin their ninth back-to-back series of the season tonight, 
and they enter tonight’s matchup with a 4-0-1 record in their last five 
games against an Atlantic Division opponent. 

DRAFTKINGS BETTING CORNER 

Do you think the New York Islanders will beat the Boston Bruins? You 
can get the Islanders at +150 & +-175 on the reverse puck line. The 
Bruins come in at -175 & +150 on the puck line. 

The over for the contest is 5.5 at -110, with the under at -110. 

Head over to DraftKings to place your bets now! 

HOW TO WATCH 

Wednesday’s contest will be available on MSGSN. On the radio dial, the 
game can be heard on 1050 AM ESPN, 88.7 FM WRHU, and 103.9 FM 
LI News Radio. 
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Dufour’s Hard Work Pays Off As He Earns Islanders Recall, Debut 
Incoming  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

EAST MEADOW, NY — When the New York Islanders hit the ice for an 
optional morning skate on Wednesday, 2020 fifth-round pick William 
Dufour was in attendance. 

During line rushes, William Dufour skated alongside Mathew Barzal. He 
will likely make his NHL debut Wednesday night against the Boston 
Bruins. 

“It’s something amazing,” Dufour said about being up with the Islanders. 
“I’m just excited. And yeah, I’m just happy to be here.” 

In his first season in Bridgeport, the 20-year-old forward 13 goals and 12 
assists in 37 games. He has two goals and two assists in his last six 
games. 

“I’ve had a good season so far,” Dufour said. “But I think I can be better.” 
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Dufour participated in the Islanders’ development and training camp this 
past summer, playing in a few preseason games. 

He’s said he’s learned a lot under Bridgeport head coach Brent 
Thompson. 

“Junior, sometimes, if I was playing a bad game, I could finish with like 
two goals. It’s not the same type of thing here,” Dufour said. “I mean, if I 
don’t move my feet, if I don’t play physical, like, I won’t have any chances 
offensively.” 

Islanders head coach Lane Lambert had this to say regarding Dufour and 
what he has seen from him. 

“Oh, well, what I’ve seen and what I’ve heard is he just continues to 
develop and grow, as do all our young players down there. He’s a big 
body that shoots the puck well, so it’s a good opportunity for him.” 

As for why he was recalled: 

“We just feel there’s opportunities for certain guys,” Lambert said. 

Dufour shared that he actually slept through the phone call from 
Bridgeport general manager Chris Lamoriello on Tuesday morning but 
called him back as soon as he woke up. His father was already coming to 
see him play this weekend in Bridgeport and was going to attend 
Wednesday night’s Islander game anyway. 

His mom will be on her way when he finds out if he’s officially in the 
lineup. 

Dufour had a mighty fine 2021-22 campaign as he put together a 56-
goal, 60-assist season with the St. John Sea Dogs of the QMJHL, being 
crowned QMJHL Player of the Year. He then went on to lead the Sea 
Dogs to a Memorial Cup Trophy, being crowned “First Star” of the Finals 
as well as Memorial Cup MVP  after seven goals and an assist in four 
games. 

Then at the World Juniors, with a Canadian team, he was not a part of in 
December before the tournament was postponed, he left his mark with 
and without the puck. 

Dufour ended the tournament with three goals and four assists in six 
games, with his last goal, the most critical one coming in the Gold Medal 
game. With the gold, Dufour became the 25th player to win the gold 
medal and the Memorial Cup in the same season. 

“He’s had a lot of success, and that breeds confidence. And he’s playing 
well in Bridgeport,” Lambert said. 

The Islanders also recalled 24-year-old defenseman Dennis Cholowski. 

In his first season in the Islanders organization, the 24-year-old has 17 
assists in 35 games. 

Over his four-year NHL career, Cholowski has not played much, with just 
115 games under his belt. He has 10 goals and 20 assists to his name in 
2021-22 but was a mess defensively on a struggling Detroit Red Wings 
team. 

Following his first three seasons with the Detroit Red Wings (103 GP), he 
was not protected during the Seattle Kraken Expansion Draft and was 
taken. 

The Islanders signed Cholowski this offseason to a two-year, two-way 
deal. 
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What Adam Pelech's Injury Has Shown Us Yet Again  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

Defenseman Adam Pelech has missed the last 18 games for the New 
York Islanders with an upper-body injury and has proven once again that 
he is the glue that keeps this team together. 

With Adam Pelech in the lineup this season, the Islanders have averaged 
3.07 goals per game, allowing just 2.54 with a record of 16-11-0. 

In those 27 games, Pelech had three goals and eight assists in 20:49 
minutes per game, with 41 blocks and 39 hits. 

But without him, the Islanders have scored 2.94 goals per game, allowing 
the same with a record of 7-7-4. 

“He eats up a lot of minutes. He plays in important situations, and he 
plays against other teams top players,” Islanders head coach Lane 
Lambert said. “So, we’ve missed him a lot.” 

In Pelech’s absence, 25-year-old Parker Wotherspoon has played in 11 
games, with 24-year-old Robin Salo slotting in for eight. 

“I think our guys have done a great job. We talked about that when he 
first got hurt, that guys we’re going to have to step up and do the job, and 
I think guys have done a good job of it,” Lambert said. 

The Islanders have tread water in his absence as no one could fill the 
role or eat the minutes that Pelech does on a nightly basis. 

This is not the first time the Islanders have had to tread water in Pelech’s 
absence. 

On Jan. 2, 2020, Pelech suffered a torn Achilles during pregame 
warmups ahead of their contest against the New Jersey Devils. He was 
expected to miss the remainder of the regular season and likely the 
playoffs, but COVID-19’s interruption allowed Pelech to return that 
summer as the Islanders went on a run to the semi-finals. 

His return was critical. 

Before Pelech’s Achilles injury, the Islanders were teetering towards the 
top of the Metropolitan Division standings with a record of 25-10-3. They 
were averaging 3.0 goals per game, only allowing 2.63 as the team 
flourished in Barry Trotz‘s second season–especially Pelech. 

But in his absence, the Islanders struggled on both ends of the ice, 
scoring just 2.63 goals per game while allowing 3.13. 

They went 10-13-17 before the COVID-19 pause, finishing with a record 
of 35-23-10–for sixth in the Metropolitan division–before getting into the 
playoffs on a pandemic technicality. 

The Islanders currently find themselves out of a playoff spot, tied with the 
second wild-card seed Pittsburgh Penguins with 50 points, but lose the 
games played tiebreaker, with Pittsburgh having two games in hand. 

After a lousy road trip (1-3-0), the Islanders have gone 1-1-2 through the 
first four games of their homestand with the opportunity Wednesday night 
against the Boston Bruins to go .500, point-wise, before a battle 
Thursday night with the Sabres in Buffalo. 

There’s no timetable for when Pelech will return to the lineup, but he 
seems to be getting closer and close each day, and if the Islanders are 
going to string together some wins and make something of this season, 
he is going to be at the forefront. 

As, after all, Adam Pelech is the glue that keeps the New York Islanders 
together. 
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Rosner Wrap: Provorov Skips Pride Night Warmup, Maurice Blames 
Official  
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Stefen Rosner 

 

The New York Islanders are off back in action Wednesday night, as they 
host the Boston Bruins before flying to Buffalo to face the Sabres on 
Thursday. 

The Islanders are currently 1-1-2 on this homestand and find themselves 
not in a playoff spot with the Pittsburgh Penguins (second wild-card spot) 
having played two fewer games (50 points each). 

Here are your New York Islanders and NHL stories to know for today: 

NYI HOCKEY NOW 

The New York Islanders have a problem. The opposition continues to 
take liberties against them without a fear of retaliation as no one on the 
Islanders went after Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin Monday 
night following his dangerous hit on Jean-Gabriel Pageau. 

Tuesday morning, Dr. Chris Nowinski, a neuroscientist and the CEO of 
the Concussion Legacy Foundation, ripped the NHL for their concussion 
protocol in a Twitter post. 

Monday night following the game, New York Islanders head coach Lane 
Lambert was asked if he believed his team had enough finishers on the 
roster. Here’s his answer. 

On Monday morning, Vancouver Canucks president of hockey operations 
Jim Rutherford spoke to the media to provide a status report on the team, 
as well as Bo Horvat’s contract situation. 

NATIONAL HOCKEY NOW 

Boston Hockey Now: Boston Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy 
admitted that it wasn’t until last March that he realized just how good his 
teammate and sometimes partner on the Bruins’ blue line, Hampus 
Lindholm is. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: Tristan Jarry says he doesn’t have a target date 
for getting back into the Pittsburgh Penguins lineup. 

Philly Hockey Now: Citing his religious beliefs, Philadelphia Flyers 
defenseman Ivan Provorov missed Pride Night warmups Tuesday. 

Washington Hockey Now: Here’s why Washington Capitals head coach 
Peter Laviolette scratched Anthony Mantha for the third time and why he 
shook up the lineup again after a win.  

Florida Hockey Now:  Florida Panthers head coach Paul Maurice 
believes his past with referee Francois St. Laurent came into play in their 
4-3 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Detroit Hokey Now: Here is a list of Detroit Red Wings players who could 
draw interest at this year’s trade deadline. 

Vegas Hockey Now: The Vegas Golden Knights could benefit from the 
Vancouver Canucks mess. 

San Jose Hockey Now: San Jose Sharks Kevin Labanc and David Quinn 
aren’t seeing the game the same way. That’s why the forward was 
benched. 
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Stars waste hot start, allow five unanswered goals to lose 5-3 in San 
Jose 

 

By The Associated Press 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Erik Karlsson had a goal and three assists to reach 
60 points this season, and the San Jose Sharks rallied past the Dallas 
Stars 5-3 on Wednesday night. 

San Jose stormed back from 3-0 down in the second period with goals 
from Steven Lorentz, Nick Bonino and Timo Meier. Logan Couture also 
scored for the Sharks, and James Reimer made 32 saves for his 200th 
career win. 

Jason Robertson got his 30th goal for Dallas. Ty Dellandrea and Radek 
Faksa also scored for the Stars, and Miro Heiskanen had two assists. 
Jake Oettinger stopped 22 shots. 

Karlsson scored the go-ahead goal at 10:41 of the third period as he took 
a pass from Bonino and beat Oettinger for his 15th of the season. 

In the second period, the Sharks scored three times in 5:37 to tie it 3-all. 
The Stars had taken a 3-0 lead after goals from Faksa and Robertson 
earlier in the period. 

Meier scored his 26th of the season on the power play after San Jose 
held the puck in the offensive zone for the entire man advantage. 

Couture added an empty-netter with 35 seconds left to ice it. 
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Jason Robertson skates to Stars history with 30th goal of season 

 

By SportsDay Staff 

 

Jason Robertson’s terrific offensive season just became a historic one, 
too. 

Dallas’ left wing became the fastest Stars player to score 30 goals in a 
season since franchise moved to Dallas, needing 46 games to do so. 
The previous record was held by Mike Modano, who scored 30 goals in 
48 games in the 1993-94 season. 

The record-breaking goal was scored in the second period against 
James Reimer of the San Jose Sharks Wednesday night. Robertson 
joined Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin as active Stars players to reach the 
30-goal mark in consecutive seasons. Robertson also became the six 
player born in the the United States at 23 or younger with multiple 
seasons scoring 30 goals. 

Robertson, who also earned his first All-Star nod this season, has the 
Stars at first place in the Western Conference. 
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If Stars shop for forwards at trade deadline, Timo Meier would be name 
to watch 

 

By Saad Yousuf 

 

On the surface, the Stars’ heartbreaker in San Jose looks like a tale of 
two halves. Through the first 30 minutes (29:40, to be exact), things were 
going exactly as planned. The Stars racked up a three-goal cushion and 
Jake Oettinger appeared to be in a zone again, as he has been for the 
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better part of the past month or so. Then, in the next 30 minutes, the 
Sharks rattled off five straight goals to win 5-3. 

The game wasn’t totally a tale of two halves, though. At least not when it 
came to one player. 

Timo Meier was hard to miss throughout the entire game. It didn’t matter 
if it was the first period, when the Stars had firm control, or if it was the 
third, when the Sharks had all the momentum and were looking for the 
dagger. The 26-year-old Sharks forward was a problem. Meier ended up 
with only one point, a second-period power-play goal that was really put 
past Oettinger by Jani Hakanpää — perhaps karma for Radek Faksa’s 
goal earlier in the period that went off Meier at the net front — but his 
impact served as a reminder for the Stars. 

That’s the kind of player they need on this roster. 

Yes, Roope Hintz is dearly missed, and his return can’t come soon 
enough. But even with Hintz in the lineup, the Stars’ top six remains 
incomplete. It remains in need of a winger. The line of Jamie Benn, Wyatt 
Johnston and Ty Dellandrea is playing well, but it’s a tweener line: not 
quite explosive enough to fill what you want in your second line but also a 
better third line than you could have hoped for coming into the season. 
All three of those players, particularly Benn and Johnston, are playing 
above expectations. 

The Stars are headed into the thick of the trade deadline period with one 
of the best teams in the conference. Some years, the decision to go all in 
would be an easy one, with a team this successful and with so many key 
components in place. Admittedly, it’s not a slam-dunk decision for Jim Nill 
and company, primarily for two reasons: The Stars are strapped against 
the cap, and they have cheap, promising talent in the pipeline ready to 
address their two biggest needs, which are top-six forward and top-four 
defenseman. 

Meier presents a conundrum for the Stars because his cap hit this 
season is $6 million and the Stars don’t have that kind of space to just 
bring him on board. Dallas would have to manage its finances in addition 
to the asking price, which would likely include at least one of its 
promising prospects, and then some. If the Stars wanted to pursue 
Meier, it likely wouldn’t be just a rental, either. Meier just turned 26 years 
old, and although he’s on an expiring contract, he’s a pending restricted 
free agent with another year of control before hitting unrestricted free 
agency. He’s the type of player you can envision as part of your core for 
this next championship window. 

Meier has been a point-per-game player for two seasons now, scoring 76 
points in 77 games last season and 46 points in 46 games this season. If 
the numbers weren’t reason enough, he put on a show for Nill and the 
Stars in San Jose. The Stars were the dominant team in the first period, 
but Meier still popped off the ice on numerous occasions. 

He flexed all of his skills against the Stars and made Oettinger work. 
They were the kind of plays that won’t get much recognition because 
Meier plays on a bad team that isn’t going anywhere this season. Even 
the plays he made against the Stars on Wednesday night didn’t end up 
doing any damage on the scoreboard. But this collection of subtle plays 
showed his playmaking ability. In one instance, he calmly carried the 
puck behind the Stars’ net and fed the slot for a decent scoring chance. 

In the third period, as he was racing Esa Lindell for the puck, Meier made 
a great play to win that battle against the Stars’ stellar defenseman and 
poke the puck into dangerous territory. 

Lastly, there was the robbery by Oettinger on a shot from the right circle. 
Meier is likely dancing as the hero of the game if not for Oettinger just 
playing the puck and reading the play to perfection. Oettinger is one of 
the elite netminders in the NHL. Against plenty of other goalies, Meier is 
celebrating this goal. 

The trade deadline is March 3, so we’re about to ramp up examining 
what the Stars need and what they can do. As one would expect, the 
Stars are already gauging their roster and evaluating what the options 
could be over the next month and a half. If Meier is an option, he made it 

a little harder for the Stars to ignore him with his performance 
Wednesday. Even if Dallas can’t make the math with Meier work, the 
Sharks forward showed the Stars what kind of player they should be 
looking for at the deadline. 

The other forward whose play was hard to ignore Wednesday was Hintz, 
in that it didn’t exist. Hintz remains in Dallas recovering from an upper-
body injury suffered earlier in the month against the Florida Panthers. 
The Stars’ top centerman has missed five games, but not as badly as the 
Stars have missed him. Hintz’s absence is proving why he truly is the 
best forward in Dallas. Hintz creates at least a few scoring opportunities 
per game on his own, and his chemistry with Jason Robertson and Joe 
Pavelski is irreplaceable. On Wednesday, the power play was a mess. 
It’s hard to imagine it would have looked that way if No. 24 was on the 
ice. 

Hintz should return to the lineup soon. Coach Pete DeBoer has said 
Hintz is making good progress, and the Stars are heading toward relief 
from what’s been a brutal schedule. They finish the front end of the All-
Star break with a string of home games after their game Thursday in Los 
Angeles. After the break, they’ll have a home-heavy February, as well. 

Hintz’s return will be critical. But will it be enough for the Stars to get to 
where they want to be in April and May? If not, an option for an upgrade 
showed himself to the team Wednesday night in San Jose. 

Scoring lineup 

1G (Robertson) — Seguin — Pavelski 

1A (Benn) — Johnston — 1G (Dellandrea) 

Marchment — Glendening — Gurianov 

1A (Olofsson) — 1G (Faksa) — Kiviranta 

2A (Heiskanen) — 1A (Miller) 

Suter — 1A (Lundkvist) 

Lindell — Hakanpaa 

.852 save percentage (Oettinger) 

Three plays 

These three plays stood out. We’re making an exception for this section 
this time, including two scoring plays. 

Miro Heiskanen’s offensive pressure 

Heiskanen had two assists Wednesday, bringing his season total to 36 
points. This matches his career high, set last season in 70 games. This 
season, Heiskanen reached it in 43 games. One sequence in the third 
period really showed Heiskanen’s offensive presence. In a matter of 
seconds, Heiskanen got a puck through to Freddy Olofsson for a tip 
opportunity that was blocked off to the wall, shot the puck himself and 
then had a series of moves that led to a pass to Denis Gurianov for 
another scoring look. 

Jason Robertson’s goal 

Robertson scored his 30th goal of the season, doing so in his 46th game. 
It’s the fastest any player has reached 30 goals since the franchise 
relocated to Dallas. The previous record was held by Mike Modano, who 
reached 30 goals in 48 games in the team’s inaugural season in 1993-
94. 

Robertson’s goal was classic Robertson. One of his main weapons is 
how quickly he makes decisions with the puck and how often the 
decision is to just get the puck on the net. From there, it’s his scoring 
touch that takes over. However, on his goal against the Sharks, Colin 
Miller deserves a ton of credit for the creative feed to Robertson to set 
the whole thing up. 

Dellandrea’s goal 
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Dellandrea got the scoring going in the first period with a great shot. 
However, Benn deserves a lot of credit for winning the puck battle deep 
in the defensive zone, and then Heiskanen did a fantastic job entering 
the zone and carrying the puck in deep to free up Dellandrea on his side 
for a clean look at a shot. 
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NHL99: Connor McDavid’s singular greatness has always been 
inevitable 

 

Scott Wheeler  

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Sherry Bassin watched, coached and managed a lot of players in his 
lifetime in hockey with the Oshawa Generals, Soo Greyhounds, Quebec 
Nordiques, Hockey Canada and Erie Otters from the mid-1970s to the 
mid-2010s. 

He won five OHL titles, a Memorial Cup and two world juniors golds. His 
teams produced more than 100 NHL players. He oversaw names like 
Andreychuk, Sakic, Sundin and Forsberg, traded a guy named Lindros, 
and passed on drafting one named Gretzky. 

And yet when the now-83-year-old says he’s never seen anything close 
to Connor McDavid, he wants everyone to know how serious he is. 

He doesn’t justify it with the four NHL scoring titles or two league MVPs 
McDavid won before he was 26 years old, either. 

He explains it in a decade’s worth of firsthand stories about the 
exceptional status player he drafted to the Otters, and about the person 
he has since grown to refer to as like a grandson. 

The first of those stories starts in a Toronto minor hockey rink scouting a 
then-14-year-old kid playing up a year in the GTHL with the Toronto 
Marlboros in advance of that selection. 

“I didn’t draft McDavid, my dog Newman did. That’s how obvious it was. 
He used to come to the rink. And on the second shift, Newman looked at 
me and he pulled the chain and he said, ‘We’ve seen enough, let’s get 
out of here,'” Bassin said, laughing. 

Each of his stories reveals the rare reality of McDavid: What we’ve seen 
so far — a once-in-a-lifetime superstar and the greatest skater on this or 
any list — and all that’s to come has always been inevitable for him in a 
way that it only ever is for a small few in any sport. 

McDavid didn’t arrive when he won his first Hart Trophy in his sophomore 
NHL season at 19, or when he won his second by posting 105 points in 
just 56 games to lap the field by 21 points at 23. 

He’s this high on The Athletic’s countdown of the 100 greatest players in 
modern NHL history — No. 16 — because of those things. Because of 
the four scoring titles, two MVPs, and three Ted Lindsays he won before 
his 26th birthday. Because of the more of each that are undoubtedly on 
the way. Because he’s got more than 100 more points than the next-
closest player — his teammate — since he entered the league. Because 
the prime of his career, a prime that has not yet even completed, already 
ranks, adjusted for era, in the top-10 of those eligible for this list, 
alongside all-time greats like Jaromir Jagr and Alex Ovechkin. 

Because he’s the most talented player of hockey’s most talented 
generation. 

If you ask those who were there during that formative final minor hockey 
season with the Marlboros, as folks like Bassin came through and 
marveled, and his teammates did the same, he arrived before he’d ever 
played a game of junior hockey, let alone an NHL one. 

Here are their stories as proof. 

Roland McKeown, minor hockey teammate 

When Roland McKeown is asked shortly after a practice with the AHL’s 
Milwaukee Admirals if he’s surprised that McDavid is already No. 16 on 
this list, his laugh stops just short of a scoff. 

“I’d have him higher,” he says. “I guess there’s always those legacy 
things that he’s still young and has to achieve, but I’m a big fan of the 
game and I’ve seen what he’s been able to do and it’s pretty rare. But 
16? It doesn’t surprise me, no.” 

It doesn’t surprise him because he had a front-row seat to watch 
McDavid walk down that inevitable path. 

McKeown and McDavid arrived with the Marlboros at the same time. 
Before they joined forces, they’d only played against each other in spring 
hockey because his team, Huron Perth, played in a different loop than 
McDavid’s York Simcoe Express. 

After losing to McDavid in the first of a few-too-many Sunday spring 
hockey finals, he discovered a different level of minor hockey sensation. 

McDavid hadn’t even hit his stride yet then, either. Though he was clearly 
the best player in any game they played in major bantam, McKeown says 
the inevitability of McDavid was cemented from Christmas onward in their 
minor midget season when “he was just winning games by himself at that 
point.” 

There are three moments in particular. 

The first was at the Marlboros holiday classic, when the rink was so full 
for a game against Sudbury that many fans could not get in the doors. 

“Everyone knew what was happening around not just the GTHL but 
Ontario with McDavid and how big he could be,” McKeown said. “And 
that’s why it’s so cool because of how hard it is to live up to the hype. It 
was a cool experience as a kid, too, because it also helped a lot of us 
develop playing in big games because he was on our team.” 

The second was in the GTHL finals against the rival Mississauga Rebels. 

“He pulled out of the corner on this defenseman, (Bennett) Morrison, and 
I can still remember it, and it was like a nothing play into the zone but he 
just turned to his backhand and scored and it sealed the deal for us to 
win that year. It was just insane … it’s five minutes left and he just goes 
and scores the winner. It was moments like that where it was like, 
‘Wow.’” 

The third was the following season, when they were reunited in Sochi as 
part of Canada’s under-18 team with fellow Marlies teammate Sam 
Bennett. Bennett and McKeown were underagers on that team. McDavid 
was a double underager and still led the tournament in scoring — and 
Canada to gold — with 14 points in seven games. 

“It was just crazy his development over the years,” McKeown said. “Even 
though he was always clearly the best player in the age group, he just 
kept getting better and better.” 

Darren Raddysh, Otters teammate 

Another player from that Marlboros team, Darren Raddysh, landed in Erie 
with McDavid. 

These days, Raddysh is a defenseman for the Syracuse Crunch and 
Tampa Bay Lightning. But in the first of their five seasons together, he 
was a forward. In the years before they became teammates, Raddysh 
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was often the player his coaches would task with trying to shadow 
McDavid. 

When McDavid came to the Marlboros, Raddysh jokes that his job then 
became the complete opposite: “Get Connor the puck, get Connor this, 
get Connor skating.” 

“You knew if he had the puck that there was a good chance that 
something magical was going to happen,” he said. “I don’t think I’ve ever 
seen a skater like him. And I think he’s even faster with the puck than he 
is without, and that’s a trait that almost no players have.” 

Raddysh didn’t fully realize the plane McDavid was playing on until he 
had to defend against him in drills after he switched to defense midway 
through their minor midget year. 

“I’m pretty sure he would slow down sometimes just so he could actually 
play one-on-one against someone,” Raddysh said. “There were actual 
times in Erie where he’d wind up, and we’d give him the puck, and the 
linesman would kind of look at us like, ‘Watch this, watch what’s going to 
happen,’ and then Connor would just do his thing.” 

On trips to the McDavid family cottage in Collingwood, Raddysh found 
himself surprised in their road hockey games by how fast McDavid could 
skate on rollerblades too. 

“It’s a lot harder to turn and make things happen (and) he was pretty 
impressive on those things,” he said. 

Raddysh insists he never made anyone feel like you were around Connor 
McDavid, though. 

“I still talk about how humble he is to all of my friends,” Raddysh said. 
“They’re like, ‘You know him!?’ and I’m like, ‘Yeah, but he could care less 
whether he’s a superstar in the NHL or just a normal guy.’” 

Michael Cramarossa, minor hockey teammate and opponent 

Michael Cramarossa played with or against McDavid in both the OMHA 
when he was with the Express and the GTHL when he was with the 
Marlboros. 

In the early years, Cramarossa played for the Markham Waxers and 
always thought they had the best team in the loop until they got the same 
annual reality check: “Every time we faced Connor McDavid we would 
lose. 

“I don’t know how many championships they got before he went to the 
Marlies and transitioned into the GTHL, but it was always just this young 
little kid who wasn’t the strongest but just had the most skill in the world. 
He would just completely light us up,” Cramarossa said. “I know there 
have been other people growing up where they’re like ‘He’s going to be a 
prodigy,’ but it was just a non-negotiable for him since he was 10 years 
old.” 

After a couple of big years with the Waxers, Cramarossa made the move 
to the Marlboros in minor midget “specifically to play with Connor 
McDavid.” 

After Friday night games, McDavid would often come back to the 
Cramarossa house to hang out with Michael and his brother Joseph. 

The Cramarossas still talk about how into a Team Canada game 
McDavid got during a visit to their house for the world juniors at 
Christmas. 

“He was like a kid in a candy store,” Cramarossa said. “It was like he 
didn’t even know that he was going to be there one day and he was just 
so excited about the game. I’ll never forget that.” 

Cramarossa played most of that year on McDavid’s wing. It was a mixed 
blessing. 

“I think I actually could have had a better season if I wasn’t playing with 
him because when you’re on his line people expect it from you and I’m 
just getting backdoor tap-ins all day,” Cramarossa said. “Like it’s crazy, I 

probably had my best year points wise but it’s expected when you’re just 
having goals given to you every other shift.” 

He never did figure out how McDavid did it, either. 

“It was strange. I don’t know if his skating technique just works with his 
body and that’s how it is but we used to make fun of him growing up 
because we’re like, ‘You don’t even look athletic. You’re flimsy and we 
don’t know how you do it or what’s going on,'” Cramarossa said. 

But his most indelible memory of McDavid was actually after his record-
setting 19-points-in-seven-games performance at the season-ending 
OHL Cup. 

The Marlboros had lost only a couple of games all year, but they’d just 
fallen to the Rebels in overtime of the final (after McDavid had scored to 
send it there). Before the Rebels scored, McDavid had circled their net 
and delivered a quick pass to Cramarossa in the slot. Though the Rebels 
goaltender wasn’t ready for it, Cramarossa missed. 

“I know it meant a lot to him because he’d had this storybook minor 
hockey career and that would have capped it off in perfect form, but I 
remember after he was like, ‘Don’t worry about it, we move on, it was a 
great year.’ We actually got closer after that,” Cramarossa said. “It was 
special to hear that from him because it was tough not to score in that 
moment. What he said, as a younger guy especially, it was respectable.” 

The first time McDavid skated onto the ice in his first Otters training camp 
he was still wearing his blue Marlboros pants and gloves. When Bassin 
asked his trainer why he didn’t have his Otters gear on, he told him to 
talk to McDavid. 

“Mr. Bassin, I haven’t made the team yet,” McDavid told him when he 
called him over to the bench. 

All these years later, it’s just another story of McDavid. 

“We would draft other guys and within a week or two we’re hearing from 
their agent saying, ‘Can you send him equipment?’ None of that stuff with 
Mac,” Bassin said. “I told him ‘The next time you come out, put the stuff 
on.’” 

Bassin has a story like that for every chapter of McDavid’s career. 

There’s another from early in his 15-year-old season in the OHL when 
NHL alum Ryan O’Reilly came for a practice and skated away from a 
faceoff session with McDavid shaking his head saying, “He doesn’t look 
like he needs much work on his faceoffs.” 

There’s another, a few weeks into that same season, when a young 
McDavid came up to him to apologize after a game in the Soo. When 
Bassin, confused, asked him, “Apologize for what?” he answered, “I cost 
us the game, I had three breakaways and I didn’t score on any of them.” 

When he tells that story, he pauses to explain how he’d never met a 
young player who understood responsibility like McDavid, recalling all of 
the times he’d find him in the corner of their study hall working to 
maintain his mid-90s average in high school while other players goofed 
off. 

Then he tells of the following year, when a 16-year-old McDavid 
demanded to play in exhibition games Bassin wasn’t planning on using 
him in, and how you couldn’t say no to him. Bassin insists that same 16-
year-old McDavid got his linemate Dane Fox an NHL contract when he 
turned him into a 64-goal scorer. “Players loved to play with him not 
because he was so talented but because if you were open you were 
getting the puck. It wasn’t about him. It was about winning. That’s the 
way McDavid was.” 

In McDavid’s third and final OHL season in advance of the 2015 NHL 
Draft, Bassin tells of a press conference after a game in Buffalo against 
the Niagara IceDogs, which drew nearly 12,000 fans to showcase the 17-
year-old phenom. McDavid didn’t disappoint, with a goal and four points, 
but tried to say he got lucky when he was asked to describe his goal. 
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“I said, ‘No, you didn’t get lucky, tell them what you were thinking,’” 
Bassin said. “And I’ll never forget to this day, because he goes, ‘Well I 
was coming down with pretty good speed and I noticed his feet were too 
wide and he wasn’t going to be able to turn on it, so I slipped it between 
his legs and went around him.’ And what you’ve got to understand is that 
he saw that in a split second.” 

Throughout that year, as McDavid turned the Otters into a traveling 
sellout show, Bassin said he never developed an ego. 

He remembers offering to bring McDavid out a back door to the bus to 
avoid the crowd that had assembled to see him one night in Guelph. 

“He said, ‘No Bass, I was a kid once, too’ and he was 17 years old then, 
in the middle of a three-game road trip,” Bassin said. 

At the end of that season, which saw McDavid post 169 points in 67 
games and win playoff MVP even though the Otters fell to the would-be 
Memorial Cup champion Oshawa Generals in the final, he said McDavid 
didn’t want his trophy. 

“He was embarrassed to take it,” Bassin said. “And that’s because he’s 
got that quiet humility about him.” 

All of these years after Bassin and Newman first saw McDavid play, he 
hasn’t changed. 

When Bassin calls McDavid, the superstar always answers. When 
Bassin needs a favor for his charity golf tournament in support of 
osteoarthritis (Bassin has had six hip and two shoulder surgeries) and 
shows up at his home in Aurora, Ont., with a box of things for McDavid to 
sign, he doesn’t bat an eye. 

“I always say I have choices over who I want to be around and I always 
tell him that when I’m around him, I feel good,” Bassin said. “And if he’s 
checking on you to see how you’re doing, he’s genuine about it. 
Everybody knows him as a hockey player. I’m lucky because I know him 
as a person. And he’s a better person than he is a player.” 

On one of those recent visits, Bassin found McDavid in the summer heat 
shooting by himself with his rollerblades on and his garage door open. 

When he asked what he was doing, McDavid said, “Bass, my shot’s got 
to get better and besides, all of my friends are working.” 

“No cameras, no show, none of that stuff. And it hadn’t been 15 minutes 
— it was clear he’d been out there for hours,” Bassin said. “His 
commitment to excellence, he’s got an inner drive unlike any I’ve ever 
seen and he doesn’t make a big deal of it.” 
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Which NHL prospects saw their stock rise in the first half of the season? 

 

Corey Pronman  

 

On the heels of our midseason update of the best NHL players and 
prospects under the age of 23 this week, today I thought I would highlight 
the young players who saw their prospect stocks rise the most in the first 
half among the higher echelon names. 

Alexander Nikishin, LHD, Carolina 

Calling Nikishin a riser may be an understatement. After being a third-
round pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, he’s looked like a top five pick this 
season in the KHL. He’s been arguably the best defenseman in the KHL 
as a 21-year-old. His skating, physicality and size made him very 
interesting as an NHL prospect, but he’s added much more offense than I 
thought he had. Nikishin is making difficult plays with the puck now on a 

consistent basis to go with his bomb from the point. Now he has all the 
tools you want in an NHL player. The issue is his contract. After SKA 
traded for him this summer, they extended him until the end of the 2024-
25 KHL season (this is according to SKA’s GM Roman Rotenberg). Thus, 
this could be another Evgeny Kuznetsov/Kirill Kaprizov situation — a wait 
for a major Russian prospect. 

Tyler Boucher, RW, Ottawa 

It’s a little weird to be profiling a recent 10th overall pick who I think 
projects as a middle-six winger, but after how tough Boucher’s 2021-22 
season went, it wasn’t clear that was going to be his projection. He looks 
a lot better between his play in the OHL and world juniors this season. 
The most important thing I’ve seen on top of some more offensive touch 
is that his game has more pace to it to go with his usual physicality. That 
combination of traits should translate into a good pro, presuming he can 
stay healthy. 

Filip Bystedt, C, San Jose 

Bystedt has looked solid versus men this season and with Sweden’s U20 
team at various tournaments throughout the year including the world 
juniors. His toolkit has always been highly enticing, but the consistency 
wasn’t always there. That part of his game still isn’t perfect, but it’s been 
better this season. So now you have a tall, fast, skilled center who can 
score and shows up more often; it makes for an exciting pro prospect. 

Ryan Greene, C, Chicago 

Greene was a tough player to figure out as a draft eligible. In the USHL 
you saw the talent he had. He was a good skater with legit skill, 
playmaking and finishing ability who also killed penalties for his junior 
team. Yet in his draft season he was 30th in league scoring and well 
below a point/game. I still liked him because of the talent but wasn’t over 
the moon about him. This season we’ve seen that talent again as a 
freshman at Boston University, but it’s on display more consistently. 
Greene has been excellent in college and came very close to making 
Canada’s U20 team. 

Wyatt Johnston, C, Dallas 

Things are going quite well for Wyatt Johnston and the Dallas Stars of 
late. After being the best player in the OHL last season, Johnston made 
Dallas as a teenager and hasn’t looked out of place in one of the 
league’s best offenses. He’s been on a steep upward trajectory ever 
since his significant growth spurt a few years ago to go with his great 
skill, vision and competitiveness. The knock on him has been a lack of 
top-end speed, but given those strengths and weaknesses I’ve talked to 
NHL scouts this season who compare his game to David Krejci. So far 
he’s shown his weaknesses aren’t holding him back in the big leagues. 

Jiri Kulich, LW, Buffalo 

Kulich has been very good in the AHL for an 18-year-old, playing a 
significant role on Rochester’s team. Kulich has skill and can score goals. 
That’s been evident in how he’s scored against men and juniors 
historically, but it’s his style of play that has really appealed to scouts. He 
is a competitor who gives an honest effort every night, goes to the high 
traffic areas, and has good pace in his game. I wouldn’t call him a 
dynamic player, but he does a lot of things very well and just continues to 
produce, coming off a great world juniors as well. 

Carter Mazur, RW, Detroit 

Mazur’s significant upward trend of development over the last few years 
has carried into this season, where he’s been one of the very best 
players in college hockey. His skating and compete level have always 
been positives in his game, but the level of offense he’s showing right 
now is quite significant compared to a few seasons ago. Mazur can shoot 
the puck, has good hands and offensive sense to go with his speed and 
direct style of play. He’s looking like someone who could be a top six 
winger in the NHL one day. 

Juuso Parssinen, C, Nashville 
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Parssinen has to be one of the best prospect stories of the season and 
the biggest riser overall. After being a seventh-round pick in 2019, 
Parssinen has often lined up as Nashville’s first-line center this season. 
While I don’t think he’s an actual 1C, more of a 2/3 for me, that is a 
massive add to the organization from one of the very last selections of 
his draft class. Parssinen’s skating is still not great, but he’s shown a ton 
of skill and natural playmaking ability in the years since his draft. I saw 
flashes of skill when he was younger but did not see this level of puck 
game coming. He combines that with a good sized frame and a 
willingness to attack the inside with that frame. That pro-style mentality to 
go with his creativity has and will continue to lend itself to a lot of 
success. 

Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, St. Louis 

Snuggerud has been great this season, being a top scorer in college and 
then at the world juniors. Snuggerud was a top line forward with the 
USNTDP in his draft season but he was never *the guy* on that team. In 
fact, four other forwards on that team were picked ahead of him. 
Snuggerud was always viewed as a skilled goal scorer who worked hard 
but there were questions about his foot speed and how dynamic he was 
offensively. He’s shown this season he has another level of offense while 
still being one of the harder workers on the ice. Snuggerud is trending to 
being a strong top-six winger. 

William Wallinder, LHD, Detroit 

Wallinder has been excellent in the SHL this season, as the 20-year-old 
has been one of the top players for Rogle. As a 6-foot-4 defenseman 
who can skate quite well for his size and is showing a lot of offense this 
season, you can one day envision Wallinder in an NHL top four. His 
defending and physicality could use some improvement, but he’s not 
deficient as a defender. The tools he has distinguish him as a pro 
prospect, especially with the level of skill and playmaking he’s showing 
right now. 
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The NHL’s defense problem: Why teams are failing against modern 
offenses 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

Brandon Carlo lifts the curtain in front of the whiteboard in the Bruins’ 
dressing room at Warrior Ice Arena in Boston. With his index finger, the 
right-shot defenseman begins to diagram a scenario where he and 
partner Hampus Lindholm are facing a breakout from the left corner. 

“If the center’s coming through here,” Carlo says, pointing to the slot, “if I 
come over the top of him as they’re trying to make the center-ice pass 
and I meet it, then I can put it back in deep.” 

“Or I can just continue to skate and eliminate the play within this area,” 
Carlo continues, pointing to the high slot, “before they get to here,” the 
defenseman concludes, marking the neutral zone. “Then Lindy would fold 
back. It’s just trying to keep pressure on the offensive zone. But also 
creating stuff before the red line.” 

The concept Carlo is explaining is one the Bruins call “surfing.” For 
example, when an opponent begins an exit deep in its own end, the 
Bruins’ strong-side defenseman holds the wall to seal off the wing. 
Meanwhile, his partner surfs up the ice — in Carlo’s case, picture him 
sweeping right to left — and crests atop the wave to get above the 
center. If there is no play to be made, Carlo stays on his right-to-left 
trajectory and rides back down the wave. 

“We want to stay in the offensive zone as much as possible,” coach Jim 
Montgomery says. “So what we want our defensemen to do when the 
other team starts to get possession is to surf over top of them. You’re 
riding a wave instead of going straight at them. You’re angling over top of 
them.” 

The technique is serving the Bruins well. Through Tuesday, they were 
allowing 2.12 goals per game. 

This is an anomaly, though. The next best team was at 2.60 through 
Tuesday, and the league average was 3.17. That is the highest rate 
since the 1993-94 season. 

What is it that the Bruins are doing that the league as a whole is not? 
Why is it so hard for modern defenses to stop modern offenses? 

Posing the question to players and coaches around the league, the 
answer seems to be that it’s a confluence of factors. Everything about 
today’s league is aligned toward offense: the speed and skill of players, 
the continued crackdown on obstruction, the boom in attacking 
defensemen, the improvements in stick technology, and the data 
explosion illustrating the need to initiate east-west goalie movement. 

There may be one explanation above all else when it comes to the surge 
in scoring. Take all the factors listed above and package them into a 
middle-ice scenario: an in-flight Connor McDavid, for example, screaming 
toward the net inside the dot lines. 

“It’s hard to defend when someone’s taking the middle of the ice and 
looking up ice behind you,” says Kraken center Yanni Gourde. “What is 
he seeing? You’re always wondering, ‘What’s behind you? Where should 
I put my stick?’ That makes it difficult. I think that’s the hardest part to 
defend — guys coming at you with a lot of speed and you’re flat-footed.” 

Middle ground 

On Jan. 7, in a game against Colorado, Edmonton’s Klim Kostin had the 
unfortunate luck of losing the puck in the offensive zone. Before Kostin 
could recover the puck, Cale Makar and Evan Rodrigues had shuttled it 
up to the worst option the Oilers could have chosen: Nathan MacKinnon 
in full gallop. 

Cody Ceci, Edmonton’s strong-side defenseman, had been positioned 
along the boards. He tried to recover. But by the time Ceci set his hips, 
MacKinnon had blown up the defenseman’s gap with his video-game 
speed. 

Ceci and partner Darnell Nurse could have had a chance had MacKinnon 
carried the puck wide. But part of MacKinnon’s greatness is his 
insistence on claiming center ice as his own.  

He roared past Ceci on the inside. Nurse tried to deter MacKinnon’s 
approach with his stick. But the center protected the puck from Nurse, 
separated from his defender and went upstairs on Stuart Skinner. 

“The best players in the world attack the middle of the ice,” Montgomery 
says. “If you watch Connor McDavid or MacKinnon when they get the 
puck in the defensive zone, their first time when they get the puck, it’s, 
‘Get inside the dots.’ Then they make their reads. So if someone goes 
inside the dots, now they have so much more room for their speed on the 
outside.” 

It’s not just McDavid and MacKinnon making moves to the middle. 
Gourde noted how effortlessly 20-year-old Matty Beniers takes inside ice 
at his first opportunity.  

Then you have defensemen like Makar, Adam Fox and Rasmus Dahlin: 
fearless skaters who greedily grab the middle and keep going. It makes 
for a defending task that borders on impossible without regular 
reinforcement. 

“We try to slow down their middle of the ice,” says Winnipeg coach Rick 
Bowness, whose team had the league’s fifth-best defense (2.62 goals 
allowed per game) through Tuesday. “If they get in on the outside, we 
can live with that. But we don’t want them coming through the middle of 
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the ice with speed. We don’t want them going east to west when they get 
inside our blue line. 

“So if they get in on the outside, we’ll take our chances. But when they’re 
coming through the middle with speed, you’re backing up and it’s tough 
for defensemen. Their forwards are allowed to go east to west inside the 
blue line.” 

The trouble with middle speed is the difficulty of slowing it down. In 
slower eras, defenders could launch at puck carriers and drop them in 
open ice. If a checker tries that now, he is at risk of missing and 
producing an odd-man rush. 

Coaches have preached stick-on-puck responsibility. But even that can 
backfire between the dots. An outstretched stick requires a one-handed 
lunge. Today’s puck carriers can cut inside the stick and use the 
defender as a turnstile. 

Perhaps the best deterrent, then, is angling against an attacking player. It 
is a difficult technique for players to master. It requires skating, stickwork 
and hockey sense.  

Longtime NHL coach Barry Trotz, for one, believes players aren’t angling 
enough. 

“You’ve got to match someone’s speed,” Montgomery says. “You’ve got 
to make sure your stick is in the right spot, so you’re forcing someone to 
go in the angle you want them to go in. Also, the ability to take away a 
cutback on someone. There’s a lot that goes into it. The more reps you 
get at it where you have to match speed is really important.” 

The art of angling 

For Patrice Bergeron, the proof is in the pudding. His six Selke Trophies 
confirm he is the best two-way forward in the business. Angling is critical 
to his work. 

But the Bruins captain did not master this right away. He credits former 
assistant coach Craig Ramsay, who was on the Boston bench from 2007 
to 2010, for installing and reinforcing the habits of angling. 

“If you go straight at him and he beats you, you’re screwed,” Bergeron 
says. “Because you’re going this way and he’s going that way. But if you 
take an angle and he beats you this way, you can always re-attack him. 

“I was always interested in that, in having good angles on guys. If you 
don’t get him on the first try, you can always give yourself a second 
chance. You’re still in the play. You can influence the play back again.” 

The combination of body positioning and stick placement makes angling 
an efficient deterrent. But it’s not as simple as stretching out a stick and 
steering an opponent into a preferred direction. An attacker, especially 
one in middle ice, has the upper hand of cutbacks against a flat-footed 
defender who has neglected to use his feet. 

On the other hand, a checker who skates forward to get up to speed, 
eliminates crossovers from his stride and uses his stick smartly can direct 
a puck carrier out of dangerous ice.  

“You can keep your speed and stay involved in the play, even in 
deterring that pass that might come through you,” says Bruins’ Nick 
Foligno. “That’s the biggest thing I notice now, how active sticks are. 
Guys don’t really go through players as much as they used to, especially 
in the neutral zone with open-ice hits. They still happen. But not as 
frequently as they used to. It’s more because guys realize how important 
sticks are to deter passes through them or not take themselves out of the 
play.” 

Whether it’s angling or surfing, one of the priorities is to complete the 
task as far away from the net as possible. It’s a case of active defending 
to make opponents travel 200 feet. 

The problem is how everything about today’s game flies against 
consistent and committed checking. More of today’s players are thinking 
offense before defense. Meanwhile, coaches have yet to identify 
defensive techniques that work more often than not. 

“As much as everyone is trying to drive the offense in the game — which 
I understand, because offense is exciting to watch — I still believe that 
defense wins,” says Pittsburgh coach Mike Sullivan. “That’s the 
challenge as coaches, is to sell that message to our players and to our 
team. I’ve yet to see a team score their way to a championship. You have 
to score goals, without a doubt. But you also have to be difficult to play 
against. You’ve got to make sure you keep the puck out of your net and 
you’re stingy defensively. 

“I just think that’s an essential part of winning in this league consistently, 
but also winning championships. That’s always going to be the challenge 
that teams face. The teams that are committed to their concepts and their 
collective effort away from the puck are the teams that are hard to play 
against.” 

The swing back toward defense may occur. It does not appear imminent. 
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Timo Meier’s trade destinations: 7 teams that could be interested and 
why they should be 

 

Shayna Goldman  

 

Ahead of the Sharks’ meeting with the Stars on Wednesday night, Timo 
Meier had notched 25 goals and 45 points in 45 games. That puts him on 
pace for about 46 goals and 82 points across an 82-game season. That 
would surpass the highs he set last year, with 35 goals and 76 points in 
77 games.  

That scoring only scratches the surface of Meier’s skill, and why teams 
should be trying to find ways to acquire the winger.  

What Meier brings to the lineup 

Meier’s a high-end offensive creator. Any team looking for a shooting 
winger should start their search here. The winger excels at driving play 
up the ice and into the offensive zone with control. And oftentimes, he 
turns that zone entry into a scoring chance for his team. His offensive 
creation slants towards rush chances, but Meier can still create off the 
cycle — and on a team with more two-way support, he’d probably 
expand on that.  

This year, he’s one of the most frequent shooters in the league and 
what’s impressive is that he’s not being set up by high-danger passes at 
a ridiculously high rate, either. It shows the individual effort that goes into 
his scoring chances.  

And while Meier’s on pace for a career year, there’s a consistency to his 
game. His impact on the Sharks’ expected-goal generation has been far 
above average through almost every season. The only down year, 2020-
21, was clearly an outlier season.  

Via HockeyViz 

What makes Meier all the more valuable is that he’s not a pending 
unrestricted free agent. A team adds a bonafide top-line caliber winger 
for more than one postseason run. He fits a team that’s in win-now mode, 
and a team just starting to push into the playoff mix. This is different from 
a 27 or 28-year-old who will bring a few years of high-end impact before 
trailing off or steeply declining. That’s why there’s plenty of interest in 
him. 

Why the Sharks would trade him 

If a team had a player like Meier, why in the world would they move him? 

The Sharks probably don’t want to, but given their situation, it may make 
the most sense. San Jose needs, at the very least, a retool. Given their 
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cap situation and prospect pool, a full-blown rebuild could be in their best 
interest. That means moving impact players to bring back future assets 
that would thread the needle because the few pending unrestricted free 
agents they have will only bring back so much. The more talent they 
move out now, the better their chances of plummeting in the standings 
this year which betters their chances of winning Connor Bedard.  

While Meier fits the window of a range of teams, the Sharks may be too 
far removed from the postseason conversation as things stand to 
legitimately contend during his prime. So it may not make sense to pay 
the pending restricted free agent what he’s worth, whether it’s the $10 
million qualifying he’s due because of his current contract structure, or a 
lengthy extension. If he were to be a free agent last year, Evolving-
Hockey projected an eight-year deal with an average annual value of 
$8.2 million. The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn, on the other hand, gives 
Meier a market value of $10.8 million. His next contract likely falls 
between those two values.  

That won’t buy the Sharks the financial flexibility they need to improve 
the team around their core. As it is, they have to manage three more 
seasons of Marc-Édouard Vlasic at $7 million in cap space, four years of 
Logan Couture ($8 million) and Erik Karlsson (11.5 million), plus Tomas 
Hertl’s $8.1 million for another full seven seasons. Having Meier 
obviously gives them the best chance to succeed with these core 
players, but this team needs the assets that moving out players like 
Meier could bring back.  

Teams who should be in the mix for Meier 

Devils 

Anytime there’s been a high-end forward on the market, the Devils have 
been in the conversation of potential destinations. They struck out on 
Alex DeBrincat and Johnny Gaudreau, but landed veteran Ondrej Palat. 
While he’s a good top-nine forward to add, he’s not the elite winger this 
team was originally vying for. That’s why this squad could look to Meier 
to solidify the top of their lineup.  

Salary will be a consideration, especially considering the fact that Jesper 
Bratt is in for a raise this summer as well. But management should be 
able to navigate and make it all work. The expectation should be for more 
entry-level players to get into the mix over the next few seasons, 
particularly on defense, which should help balance the books. Plus, New 
Jersey has the assets the Sharks should be looking for between their 
picks — they have all of theirs for the next three years besides a 2023 
third-rounder — and prospects.  

Rangers 

The Rangers kicked it into win-now mode sooner than later to capitalize 
off of career years of core players last year. Now the goal is to 
accomplish more than they did last year. In order to do that, the team 
may need some help on the right side of their lineup.  

New York’s right winger depth needs help. Kaapo Kakko seems to have 
solidified his role in the top six the most out of the three, Vitali Kravtsov 
seems more like a middle-six option, and Alex Lafrenière hasn’t hit his 
stride enough on the right or his natural side, the left. If coaching won’t 
maximize the younger talent they have, management may prefer going 
for it with a player like Meier. And that could make more sense in the 
long-term versus a past-their-prime rental like Patrick Kane. That could 
bring a shooter to play alongside elite playmaker Artemi Panarin.  

Can New York afford it? They have two first-rounders this year, and 
some young talents to move. But management may be hesitant to part 
with what it costs to add this one player and struggle to find the long-term 
cap space to make it work.  

Islanders 

Sticking in the same New York metro area, there’s the Islanders. Of the 
three teams, they’re in win-now mode more than their competitors 
considering the ages of their core players. So management should be 
going all-in with legitimately skilled players, not adding more grinders. 

The Islanders have needed another top-six winger for some time. Oliver 
Wahlstrom should develop into that, but it never hurts to add more skill 
now to better their chances. Meier could fit well with a puck-mover like 
Mathew Barzal, or add more dimension to Brock Nelson’s line with 
another shooting threat.  

Cap space is the problem. The team would have to move a lot out to 
extend Meier, which the Sharks probably prefer to have a greater return. 
This team has the draft picks to move, but their prospects are more 
underwhelming than their nearby opponents. And that could be what 
holds a trade back.  

Jets 

Rick Bowness has brought the stability and structure the Jets have 
clearly been missing these last few years. Winnipeg, who has been near 
the top of the Western Conference for much of the season, is aiming for 
a long playoff run. And right now, they have a number of pieces to get 
there. Their leading players — a center, on the wing, on defense, and in 
goal — are playing up to the level a contender needs. But the Jets could 
use another top-six winger now and in the long-term to round out their 
group. Meier would be an intriguing fit, if management was willing to get 
that spicy.  

The Jets generally haven’t been the splashiest team when it comes to 
the trade deadline, and it’s not clear if that’s suddenly going to change. 
But maybe if it’s for someone like Meier, who could contribute for years to 
come, management would consider it — granted, the winger would want 
to sign a long-term deal there. That’s the key to this deal, that the Sharks 
don’t have to make one right now since he’s a pending RFA, not UFA. 
Winnipeg should be able to make the cap picture click, but do they have 
the assets to entice San Jose? 

Kraken 

While the above four teams could be viewed as ‘contenders’ trying to 
focus in on ‘the right now,’ there’s dark horses as well. 

The Kraken are disrupting the Western Conference and, according to 
Luszczyszyn’s model, have an 85 percent chance of making the 
postseason. No one expects Seattle to go all-in this year, and rightfully 
so. But it wouldn’t be surprising if they made a trade with long-term 
ramifications to better their chances now and in the future. The Kraken’s 
strength is their depth — they lead with their number of unique goal 
scorers that are up and down their lineup, and back on defense. But with 
a difference-maker like Meier, plus Matty Beniers blossoming into a star 
these next few years, this team could take their game to the next level.  

Meier would become their most expensive contract, since no one carries 
a cap hit above $6 million in Seattle. But the Kraken should be able to 
find a way to make this work. They’re not loaded with prospects just yet, 
but they have a ton of draft picks to flex.  

Sabres 

Unlike the Kraken, the Sabres’ playoff chances are dwindling. But no one 
expected them to be at that point just yet. Buffalo’s progressing a ton. 
That growth paired with an addition like Meier could make this team a 
more legitimate threat next season. A Meier trade to the Sabres could 
mirror the Alex DeBrincat deal to Ottawa. The Senators weren’t a playoff 
threat at the time of the deal, but made it so they better their chances of 
becoming one. Buffalo’s a bit top-heavy with their top line, but Meier, 
maybe paired with Dylan Cozens on the second line, helps balance that 
out for years to come.  

After years of retooling, the Sabres have future assets. Now they need 
more right-now pieces that’ll help this team for years to come.  

Red Wings 

Sticking in the Atlantic, there’s the Red Wings. While the Senators were 
busy renovating their offense last summer, Detroit focused on defense. 
The problem is, their forward group in terms of GSVA, currently ranks 
22nd in the league. That should change if (or when) Jakub Vrána returns 
to the NHL level, but it will only help so much. Meier, however, would be 
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a game-changer that could really kick this offense up a notch. It would 
move some players into more appropriate roles, and help refine an area 
ahead of Dylan Larkin’s next contract. This would be a better route than 
just adding a likely overpriced player in free agency and trying to 
maximize their next few seasons before an inevitable decline considering 
the team’s timeline. And Detroit has the capital to move in both draft 
picks and prospects. Would anyone be surprised to see Steve Yzerman 
with a trick up his sleeve to land a player like this?  

Data via Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, AllThreeZones, Dom 
Luszczyszyn, and NaturalStatTrick. This story relies on shot-based 
metrics; here is a primer on these numbers. 
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NHL player tiers, midseason refresh: Jason Robertson and Tage 
Thompson make big leaps 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Corey Pronman, Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille 

 

Before every season, The Athletic ranks the top 100 players in the 
league, separating them into four tiers. No ranking is ever set in stone 
and the midseason mark offers a perfect time to reassess and 
reevaluate. 

That’s the nature of the beast as a player’s value is never static; it’s 
constantly evolving as they break through to new levels or regress below 
expectations. 

We checked in on the preseason list and did some shuffling, introduced 
fresh faces and removed players who weren’t quite cutting it. The end 
result is a brand new list of what we think right now, taking into account 
which players look better and which players look worse after half a 
season. 

Here’s the current list of the NHL’s 100 best skaters as we see it, with a 
look at which players saw the biggest change from preseason perception 
along with which players are in and out. 

Rising 

Jason Robertson (Dom) 

Preseason: Tier 3C 

Midseason: Tier 2A 

We galaxy-brained this one with our original list. 

By GSVA, Robertson was already projected to be one of the league’s 
most valuable players and had more in common with the players in the 
franchise player tier than the one he was placed in. He stuck out like a 
sore thumb in the final third of Tier 3. We even said as much at the time, 
but deferred to those inside the game for Robertson’s placement. Those 
respected opinions made us question just how real Robertson’s 
perceived impact was, where we talked ourselves out of a higher 
placement with excuses about linemate quality and skating. 

Any questions about Robertson’s value were shut up quickly as he 
emerged as a first-half Hart Trophy contender. Robertson ranks fourth in 
GSVA this year at 3.1 wins thanks to his 29 goals and 60 points in 44 
games while doing a lot of his damage at five-on-five. He’s a monster for 
the Stars and he’s where he should’ve been from the start. 

Rasmus Dahlin (Corey) 

Preseason: Tier 4C 

Midseason: Tier 2C 

The Sabres have one of the top offenses in the NHL this season and 
Dahlin is a big reason why. The No. 1 pick from the 2018 NHL Draft has 
become what many evaluators hoped he would become. He’s a game-
breaking offensive player. His skill level is electric and he can make so 
many unique plays with the puck with pace. His defense is fine, it will 
never be his selling point, but when he’s on the ice his team often has the 
puck and is often getting scoring chances. He has arrived as a true 
franchise No. 1 defenseman who should be in the Norris conversation 
often over his career. 

Erik Karlsson (Sean) 

Preseason: Tier 4C 

Midseason: Tier 2C 

Karlsson is racking up points at a rate not seen by a defenseman since 
late-80s Paul Coffey. What’s more, at even strength, he was untouched 
by current-day Connor McDavid. Or Sidney Crosby. Or anyone else. 
Here’s another one: Karlsson’s 2.52 points per 60 was first in the league 
among D-men and the best among the top 10 in minutes played by a full 
point. In terms of production, he’s on a different level — enough so to 
cancel out spotty defensive numbers and make everyone forget about his 
contract. Maybe. 

Jack Hughes (Shayna) 

Preseason: Tier 3A 

Midseason:  Tier 2A 

After a slow start to his NHL career, Jack Hughes keeps rising up. 
There’s been progress each season — play below the surface in Year 2, 
production in Year 3 while healthy, and now star-caliber play in Year 4. 
Not only is he elite in transition and at setting his teammates up, but he’s 
become more assertive with his shot creation. With a boost in shot and 
scoring chance generation, his scoring rate’s bumped up to a high 3.75 
points per 60, which is top 15 in the league. That’s helped fuel the 
league’s biggest jump in GSVA from the season’s start through now — 
2.0 wins up to 4.3. 

Falling 

Aaron Ekblad (Corey) 

Preseason: Tier 2C 

Midseason: Tier 4A 

Florida has seen its fair share of struggles this season. It’s no surprise 
that one of their best players in Ekblad has not performed at the level 
we’ve seen in the past. He’s a very intelligent puck-mover, but I would 
never describe him as a dynamic offensive player, and thus as it’s been 
this season, his offense has been inconsistent over his career. This 
player should have more to give at both ends of the rink, guys with his 
size, mobility and hockey IQ should play like stars, but it remains to be 
seen whether he can be that player on a regular basis. His defensive 
impact has plummeted this season without MacKenzie Weegar next to 
him. 

Jonathan Huberdeau (Dom) 

Preseason: Tier 3A 

Midseason: Tier 4A 

Stylistically it felt like Jonathan Huberdeau would be a nearly seamless fit 
to fill Johnny Gaudreau’s shoes in Calgary. We held Gaudreau to a 
higher esteem at the time, but the Flames were still getting a high-end 
playmaking left winger who was lethal off the rush and made players 
around him much better with his passing. A more flawed version, but still 
an elite player. Tier 3A probably felt like a slight at the time to some, but 
our caution after Huberdeau’s productive 2021-22 season was not only 
warranted, it wasn’t cautious enough. 
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We had questions about Huberdeau’s defensive game and while those 
have been answered well, it’s come at the cost of his sublime offense. 
Huberdeau’s best asset has taken a major step back this season where 
he’s pacing at just 62 points. He’s better than that and there’s still plenty 
of belief in his skill set which is why he still lands at the top of Tier 4, but 
having him anywhere in Tier 3 is impossible to justify at the midseason 
mark. 

Johnny Gaudreau (Sean) 

Preseason: Tier 2B 

Midseason: Tier 3B 

What we’ve got here is another tough, self-inflicted break for Gaudreau. 
Expecting a follow-up of his remarkable 2021-22 season, regardless of 
where he played, would’ve been unfair, and he’s still a point-per-game 
player — but he’s also declined across the board at even strength, going 
from 1.3 goals/60 to 0.85; 1.85 primary assists to 0.95; and 3.59 points to 
2.46. He’s not making up for it on the power play either. Columbus’ unit is 
one of the very worst in the league. That’s life when you move from 
Matthew Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm to Boone Jenner and Gustav 
Nyquist. 

Aleksander Barkov (Shayna) 

Preseason: Tier 1C 

Midseason: Tier 2B 

Like Ekblad, Barkov’s game has trended in the wrong direction this 
season. When accounting for minutes played, the center’s production 
has dipped by about a full point per 60 minutes from last year. And his 
five-on-five impacts have dropped, too. Florida’s not tilting the ice to the 
same degree with their best two-way pivot deployed; weaknesses on 
both ends are contributing to that. While there have been changes to his 
surroundings and that may be playing a major influence here, he’s not as 
strong relative to his teammates, either — and a player ranked in 1C 
should be able to remain a difference-maker despite their environment. 

On the list 

Tage Thompson (Sean) 

Midseason: Tier 2C 

For Thompson, we needed to see a follow-up to last season’s breakout. 
What we got was must-see TV. There may not be a more singular player 
in the league; if you’ve got another 6-foot-6 center with a diversified 
toolkit on par with his, please share with the class. He’s not just one of 
the best stories in the league anymore. He’s one of the best players, 
period; a dynamic power-finesse combo with the ninth-most goals in the 
league since the start of the 2021-22 season and one of the biggest 
reasons to believe in the Sabres moving forward. We’ve seen players go 
from off the list to just under the franchise tier — Kirill Kaprizov and Jack 
Hughes both debuted at Tier 3A. Thompson, though, is the first 
midseason addition to Tier 2. Aggressive as it may seem, it took about 10 
seconds for us to agree. 

Hampus Lindholm (Shayna) 

Midseason: Tier 3A 

A change in scenery has worked wonders for Lindholm’s game. At a 
certain point in the Ducks’ decline, it started to drag down the defender’s 
game. But it was tricky to isolate how much his surroundings were to 
blame, and what part of his dip was due to individual decline. Well, a 
move to Boston shows just how influential team systems and quality of 
teammates can be. The new locale has revived his career, and not to a 
minor degree. It started last spring, and really has shown this season — 
even while Lindholm was asked to take on a greater role with Charlie 
McAvoy sidelined. The 28-year-old legitimately looks like a Norris 
contender this season thanks to his shutdown defense and offensive 
influence. 

Josh Morrissey (Dom) 

Midseason: Tier 3B 

At the start of the 2021-22 season Morrissey’s career felt like it was at a 
crossroads. He looked lost without his usual partner Jacob Trouba and 
was struggling to live up to his billing as a No. 1 defenseman. He vowed 
to make changes to his game and we saw the start of that last year with 
Morrissey regaining his form as a true top-pair option. This year he’s 
upped the ante with a Norris-caliber season, unlocking some serious 
offensive potential that places him among the game’s truly elite 
defenders. Before the 2021-22 season, Morrissey was projected to be 
worth zero wins. He’s at 2.4 wins now and is a major reason the Jets are 
back at the top of the West. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois (Corey) 

Midseason: Tier 3C 

Dubois is a player whom evaluators rave about as a big, powerful center 
with excellent offensive touch. He’s having a career year scoring-wise, 
which is exciting to see, as whether or not he would be an elite scorer 
was always a minor debate in his game in scouting circles. I think what 
excites you is the offense he’s showing, plus the excellent power game 
he has down the middle makes for a great overall player, even if the 
scoring takes a minor step backward in the coming years. 

IN: Matty Beniers, Brent Burns, Jakob Chychrun, Bo Horvat, Zach 
Hyman, Martin Necas, Tim Stützle, Mats Zuccarello 

Off the list 

Seth Jones (Dom) 

Preseason: 4A 

Jones’s place in the top 100 was always a battleground for the old and 
new school. We reserved some reverence for the legion of traditionalists 
who went to bat for Jones despite an off first year with the Blackhawks. 
It’s hard to continue doing that with the season he’s having this year. 
Jones might still be a top 100 player on talent, but he’s sinking hard on 
one of the worst teams of all time where his results are so far off top-100 
level that it becomes difficult to justify his place. Reputation can only get 
a player so far and maybe he’ll be back next season. Right now there are 
many other defenders out there simply making a larger impact. 

J.T. Miller (Sean) 

Preseason: 4B 

Extending Miller for seven years at an $8 million AAV through his age-37 
season, as the Canucks did in the summer, was never likely to end well; 
his 99-point 2021-22 was the best showing of his 10-year NHL career by 
a mile, and it was fueled in part by his linemates. The thought, though, 
was that the Canucks would regret it in a couple years — not a couple 
months. Miller’s assist numbers have plummeted along with his 
defensive play, and he’s become the on-ice face of one of the most 
dysfunctional teams in recent history. Whoops. 

Ryan O’Reilly (Shayna) 

Preseason: 4B 

Before being sidelined with injury, O’Reilly’s scoring rate dropped to the 
third-worst pace of his career at 1.41 points per 60. The team’s had some 
poor results while he’s on the ice, and while it’s not solely on him when 
goaltending falters or his teammates can’t finish his chances, he’s not 
putting up the Selke-caliber play that’s expected of him, either. Can he 
get back to that in St. Louis when he returns from injury? Does he have it 
in his game to play at that level even if he doesn’t have support around 
him? That’s the big question, and why he slides out of the top 100 at this 
time. 

Trevor Zegras (Corey) 

Preseason: 4B 
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Zegras’ pure skill and offensive IQ would rank among the very best in the 
NHL right now. That said, he still has room for growth in his game. The 
Ducks have mightily struggled this season and Zegras, as one of their 
go-to players, hasn’t taken a big step forward in his game. There’s no 
doubting the elite and unique plays he can make with the puck on his 
stick, but his game can lack pace, his effort at times is average and he’s 
not strong without the puck. Eventually, he should be an impact guy, but 
he’s not there yet. 

OUT: Sean Couturier, Noah Hanifin, Jordan Kyrou, Andrew Mangiapane, 
Colton Parayko, Ryan Pulock, Sam Reinhart, Teuvo Teravainen 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.19.2023 

1209614 Websites 

 

Steven Stamkos welcomed to exclusive 500-goal club by peers: 
‘Rarefied air’ 

 

Joe Smith  

 

The fact that Steven Stamkos has reached the 500-goal milestone isn’t 
surprising to those who know him best. 

It took one Stamkos shot on a near-empty practice rink in Tampa in the 
fall of 2008 for former Lightning captain Vinny Lecavalier to become a 
believer that special things were coming. Stamkos wound up from what’s 
now known as his “office” — the right circle — and ripped a one-timer, 
bar down. 

“I’m not a baseball guy, but you hear from a lot of guys that hit home runs 
that you can hear the unique sound the bat makes,” Lecavalier says. “In 
hockey, you can tell the way he shoots it. It’s, ‘Oh, wow.’ I don’t think 
there’s anybody, maybe one or two guys, like him in the league.” 

“Front foot, back foot, short side, far side,” Hall of Famer and longtime 
Lightning teammate Martin St. Louis says. “He doesn’t just shoot — he 
shoots to score, every time.” 

Over 15 seasons, that shot has established Stamkos as the best goal 
scorer of his generation not named Alex Ovechkin. Stamkos’ goals per 
game rate, 0.52, is second only to Ovechkin’s 0.61 among active players 
with at least 500 games played. 

“It’s definitely like 1A and 1B,” says defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk, who 
played with both. “They’re guys you’ll remember forever.” 

Goalies, or “victims,” as Cory Schneider puts it, who have faced Stamkos 
say his shot isn’t as heavy as the Capitals captain’s but is more accurate 
— and versatile. The Wild’s Marc-Andre Fleury describes Stamkos’ shot 
as “fast, hard and high.” The Oilers’ Jack Campbell calls Stamkos one of 
the league’s more intelligent scorers. The Sharks’ James Reimer notes 
that Stamkos is not afraid to “get dirty.” Schneider uses the same word. 

“Ovi just overpowers you,” Schneider says. “He’s like, ‘The fastball is 
coming,’ and dares you to hit it. Stammer has a great fastball, but he can 
locate it and mix it up and throw different things. He’s more dynamic than 
people give him credit for — his creativity off the rush. It’s not just the 
one-timer. He can get dirty goals. He’s one of the better blends of power, 
finesse, accuracy I’ve seen.” 

Stamkos has scored 60 goals. He’s won a Rocket Richard trophy as the 
league’s top goal scorer. He’s led a team to two championships and is 
considered one of the best all-time captains. But now, with Wednesday’s 
No. 500, he’s in “rarefied air,” as player-turned-analyst Ray Ferraro puts 
it. Becoming the 47th player in NHL history to hit 500 goals only further 
cements his clear Hall of Fame track. 

“It’s that magic number,” says Mike Modano, a 561-goal scorer. “Five 
hundred seems to be the number that gives you real street cred as a goal 
scorer.” 

“It’s such a small club,” says 522-goal scorer Pat Verbeek. 

“It’s just a number really, at the end of the day,” says Connor McDavid, 
likely future member of the club. “But it’s a lot of goals. For Stammer to 
get there, it’s so impressive. The number of guys that get there is not 
many. Anyone who gets there is a special feat.” 

“It’s definitely something that’s going to be very, very special — on top of 
everything he’s already achieved,” says Jeremy Roenick, a 513-goal 
scorer. “Like the cherry on top. I’m sure if you asked him to trade all his 
goals for a Cup, he’d say absolutely. 

“Not too many people have a chance to win multiple Cups and score 500 
goals. He’ll be getting a text from me. 

“Welcome to the club.” 

What does it really mean to gain entry? The Athletic polled a handful of 
500-goal scorers for their thoughts on Stamkos, what makes the 
milestone meaningful and why it’ll be even harder to hit going forward. 

Mark Recchi scored his 500th goal on Jan. 26, 2007, while the Penguins 
were on their fathers trip. 

Only his dad wasn’t there. 

“We were going to be in Arizona the next night, and he didn’t want to 
leave my mom,” Recchi says. “I was kind of hoping I’d get it in Arizona.” 

But Recchi savored the moment, pouncing on a rebound and beating 
Stars goalie Marty Turco. The crowd in Dallas gave him a standing 
ovation, with Sidney Crosby one of the first teammates to celebrate with 
him. “It was incredible,” Recchi says. “I didn’t expect that.” 

Recchi, who finished his career with 577 goals, didn’t expect he’d ever 
get to 500 in the first place. 

“I was hoping to play five years, but to end up getting 500 goals, it was a 
huge milestone back in the day and still is,” Recchi says. “It’s something 
really special. To have that longevity, being there for your teammates, 
scoring some goals, it’s an incredible feeling.” 

Recchi played with Stamkos during his rookie season, in 2008. Recchi 
and fellow veteran Gary Roberts invited Stamkos over for dinners at their 
houses, taking him under their wing. 

“What you saw right away with Stammer is how competitive he was,” 
Recchi says. “You saw his skill set, how his shot stood out. He was so 
smart. He wanted to make a difference. 

“Right off the bat when you saw him bomb, you’re like ‘Holy s—.’ Not all 
18-year-olds have that shot.” 

What has struck Recchi about Stamkos in the years since is how he’s 
evolved. 

“I’ve watched him grow, and even before they started winning Cups, you 
could see how he became a leader,” Recchi says. “At one point, his shot 
was his biggest weapon, and he still uses it. But he’s evolved into such a 
mature player — a two-way player. When things aren’t going, when they 
need a spark, he’ll get physical. 

“He has such a good pulse for the game.” 

Mike Modano’s 500th goal wasn’t of the spectacular variety. 

It came at home with the Stars against the Flyers on Dec. 9, 2008, with 
Modano darting to the right post and knocking in a loose puck. 

“It was a typical sloppy goal,” Modano says. “A shot from the point, a little 
rebound. Right place, right time. It wasn’t your end-to-end highlight reel 
goal.” 

He adds with a laugh, “I’ll (exaggerate) on it as the years go on.” 
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The milestone holds a special place in the Hall of Famer’s heart, even 
with all the accolades he amassed, including winning a Stanley Cup 
championship. 

“It’s very meaningful,” he says. “It’s one of those great milestones in 
today’s game.” 

Modano marvels at how Stamkos has been able to reach such heights 
when everyone in the building knows his one-timer is coming. “It’s like 
‘Here I am. Try to stop me,’” he says. He compares it to how his former 
teammate and fellow Hall of Famer Brett Hull would score. 

“Very similar,” Modano says. “Hully’s wrist shot was sneakier. They are 
both the kind of guys that all you need to do is get the pass in the vicinity 
— he’ll get his stick on it and get it on net. Stevie is a great skater. He 
wants to be great and pushes himself to be an elite player. It’s been built 
up over time, where all the great things are finally starting to come your 
way. He had all those ups and downs.” 

Modano can relate to Stamkos in terms of that journey. Both were No. 1 
picks and felt the pressure of bringing a Cup to their franchises. Both 
finally won one nearly a dozen years in. Modano, the No. 1 pick by the 
Minnesota North Stars in 1988, recalls his first emotion being relief when 
he hoisted hockey’s holy grail in 1999 with Dallas. 

“You’re both pretty high picks and thrust into the responsibility and 
pressure scenario to turn an organization around,” Modano says. “You try 
to create a winning atmosphere. When you’re able to finally win those 
Cups and pay back the organization for what they saw in you as a 
teenager, it was very rewarding, to get that monkey off your back. 

“You get the one and you’re selfish, you want more. It’s a great feeling to 
have some patience with the organization and see that there could be a 
positive ending to the story.” 

Jeremy Roenick remembers being asked the morning he scored his 
500th goal whether he’d be OK if the milestone goal was an empty-
netter. 

He bristled. 

“Me being a traditionalist, I wanted to score it the right way,” Roenick 
says. “So I said, ‘No, I’d pass it off.’ 

“Turns out, an empty-netter would have been prettier than the one I 
scored.” 

Roenick’s No. 500 came in on a dump-in. 

It was Aug. 6, 2015, in San Jose, with Roenick playing for the Sharks 
against his former team, the Coyotes. The puck went off a stanchion, and 
backup goaltender Alex Auld misplayed it, panicking and knocking it into 
his own net. 

It was emotional for Roenick, who had been scratched several times by 
the Coyotes the previous season and had considered retirement after not 
getting many calls in free agency. He teared up on the ice in a postgame 
interview after putting his son Brett on his shoulders for the No. 1 star 
salute. 

Roenick says Sharks general manager Doug Wilson was not only “the 
savior of my career, (but) he could have been the savior of my entire life.” 

“I was at a point in my life where I thought I’d never get 500,” Roenick 
says. “So it was unbelievable. There were only two players in the history 
of the game from the U.S. that reached that. So if I would have been 
short of 500 goals, knowing the career I had, I don’t know where my head 
would have been in terms of my mental wellness. I could see myself 
dive-bombing into mental illness. That’s the god’s honest truth.” 

Roenick says the 500-goal mark is so special because of how small the 
club is, and Stamkos deserves entry for being a “model of consistency” 
over his career. 

“He’s going to go down as one of the best captains in the game,” Roenick 
says. “Five hundred goals, two Cups, four Cup Final appearances, a 60-

goal season. Then being the model of class. If you think of Stamkos, you 
think of guys like (Steve) Yzerman, (Joe) Sakic. Those are arguably two 
of the most revered captains in the game.” 

Roenick says what makes Stamkos special as a scorer is that he’s a 
“multi-dimensionally dangerous.” He can score off his trademark one-
timer, but he can also go to the net and can create chances for himself. 

“He has that speed, that talent, that ability to create, because of his talent 
and his brain,” Roenick says. “I can’t say the same thing about Ovechkin. 
Would Ovechkin be where he is today if he didn’t play with (Nicklas 
Backstrom) his whole career? Probably not. He’s the best goal scorer 
I’ve ever seen, but when I look at someone as multi-dimensionally 
dangerous as Stamkos, he makes other players better around him.” 

There are several members of the 500-goal club who believe reaching 
that number will be tougher as years go on. 

Of course, the likes of Auston Matthews and McDavid are destined to get 
there. But with improved goaltending, more blocked shots, focus on 
defending, it’s going to take a special and lengthy career. 

“Over time, you might say that 400 will be the new 500 in a few years,” 
Modano says. “It might be more meaningful as time goes on to get 500. 
Guys defend too well. Teams do so much research on the power play 
and penalty kill, and goalies are too good. 

“Nobody wanted to get in the way of shots when we played. That’s what 
the goalie was for. Now you’ve got two guys laying down and another 
guy told to get in front of the goalie to screen. You’ve got two guys 
blocking shots and two guys trying to screen. You’ve got nothing to shoot 
at.” 

Projecting one year into the future is hard enough. Projecting a player’s 
career? It’s a fool’s errand. There’s incredible room for error the farther 
you go into the future, as it’s difficult to pinpoint exactly how a player will 
age, how long he can maintain his production, fluctuations in scoring eras 
and, of course, injuries. 

Call us fools, because with the help of The Athletic’s NHL analytics guru 
Dom Luszczyszyn, we’re going to try anyway. 

We’ll let Dom explain the process, which used players’ stats through Dec. 
14 (the day after Stamkos hit 497): “To start, we projected where each 
player would land this season and then projected each following season 
up until a player was 40 years old, giving the most recent season the 
most weight. From there, some adjustments were necessary. To account 
for potential injuries, we shrunk the projected future goals by 10 percent. 
To account for the potential for retiring before age 40, we reduced the 
weight of each season past the age of 35. 

“That gave us a list of 13 names projected to clear 500 goals — to go 
along with the three active players who already have, Ovechkin, Crosby 
and Stamkos. And then there are 15 others who have a reasonable shot 
of making it. 

“Some were obvious contenders like Matthews, McDavid and Draisaitl. 
Others, like Evgeni Malkin, John Tavares and Patrick Kane, are close 
enough that they should get there. Young, already-proven snipers like 
Mikko Rantanen, Patrik Laine and Alex DeBrincat also make the cut. The 
most surprising inclusions were Jack Hughes and Jason Robertson, 
neither of whom has 100 career goals yet.” 

Note: Projections are based on stats through Dec. 14. 

The projection isn’t a guarantee, of course — far from it. What it shows is 
which players are on track with a conservative estimate of the future. 
Good health plus a long career should only further their chances. 

Verbeek isn’t sure if it’ll be tougher to get 500, pointing out that rule 
changes have made the league somewhat easier for goal scorers (no 
more clutching, grabbing style). The goalies are better now, sure, he 
says, but it’s not like the top snipers have it all bad. 
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“What if power plays start working at 25 percent consistently? That 
changes the whole dynamic,” says Ferraro, who finished his playing 
career with 408 goals. “Goal scoring has gone considerably higher this 
year, and it’s a whole bunch of things. There’s not as much obstruction. 
You can’t hook players. It’s easier to get in front of the net. The 
technology of the stick allows guys to shoot from awkward and in-tight 
positions better than they ever have.” 

Stamkos is far from done, as he showed by quickly following No. 500 
with No. 501 on Wednesday. It wouldn’t be surprising to see him sign 
another contract after his eight-year deal ends in 2024. 

“He’s got a lot more left in him,” Recchi says. “I hope he gets to 600.” 

Says Verbeek: “That’s an even more special club.” 
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New Hockey Canada chair Hugh Fraser discusses sexual assault 
investigation, search for new CEO 

 

Scott Wheeler  

 

The Honourable Hugh Fraser was named chair of Hockey Canada’s new 
board of directors on Dec. 17, 2022. On Wednesday afternoon, a month 
into his new role, Fraser spoke with The Athletic by phone from Montreal 
about the sexual assault scandal that rocked Hockey Canada, the 
investigation into it and its handling, the path ahead for the organization, 
the search for a new CEO and more. 

A retired judge of 25 years and former Canadian Olympic sprinter, 
Fraser, 70, took the seat after an independent nominating committee 
appointed a new nine-person board in the aftermath of federal hearings 
into Hockey Canada’s handling of sexual assault claims — and following 
the re-opening of a London police investigation into an alleged sexual 
assault involving members of the 2018 Canadian world junior team. 

Fraser’s experience includes serving on the Canadian Human Rights 
Tribunal and the Dubin inquiry which investigated performance-
enhancing drugs being used by Canadian athletes following the Ben 
Johnson doping scandal. His son, Mark, is a former NHL player who now 
works for the Maple Leafs as their manager of culture and inclusion. 

The following interview has been lightly edited for length and clarity. 

The Athletic: Yesterday was exactly a month since you were named chair 
of the board. I’m sure it has been busy. What have you learned about 
Hockey Canada in the last 30 or so days? 

Hugh Fraser: Well, I’ve learned that it’s a very complex organization. I’ve 
spent even more time than anticipated at it. But I’ve been briefed on 
every area. The various committees. Met a lot of the staff — not all of 
them by any means. It has been busy. 

TA: What is Hockey Canada to you? What should be its mandate? 

HF: I think somebody put it very well when they talked about being a 
pond to a podium. There’s a lot of focus on the higher level but the reality 
is that the vast majority of participants are playing at a much lower level. 
One of our goals is to ensure that it’s a fun environment but a safe 
environment as well, and a welcoming environment for those that want to 
take part. 

TA: Why did you want the job, given everything that has taken place? 
Why was this something that you wanted to tackle? 

HF: As a fan and a Canadian who cares about the game and the 
direction that it’s headed, I thought I could make a contribution. You 
recognize that there’s a challenge but I’ve tended in my life, perhaps 

wisely or unwisely at times, to embrace certain challenges. And they’ve 
generally worked out well. So I saw this as a challenge but I didn’t see it 
as insurmountable in any way. 

I realized coming into it that it was a big undertaking. But I also came into 
it with a sense of optimism that when people have the will and the 
determination to make these changes, I see no reason why it can’t 
happen. It’s unfortunate that it took a crisis to get to this point but that’s 
where we are now and we have every reason to believe that the changes 
that are needed will be made within the period of our mandate. 

TA: When your time as chair is done, what do you hope to have 
changed? 

HF: I hope to set some new standards to make the organization more 
transparent and accountable. When you look at areas such as the code 
of conduct, or some policies there, we hope that we can set that bar fairly 
high so that Hockey Canada becomes a model for other organizations in 
terms of some of those areas — safe sport, code of conduct. 

TA: The code of conduct was updated in October 2022 and is eligible for 
review in October 2023. What are specific changes that you’d like to see 
made to it? 

HF: I don’t know if there’s anything specific but we want to thoroughly 
evaluate it and see if there’s any areas that need to be strengthened. The 
overall principle is that it has to be something that applies to everyone, 
regardless of your standing. It doesn’t matter what your level is, whether 
you’re a superstar or somebody who is just barely making a team, that 
it’s going to be applied equally across the board. 

TA: You mentioned that Hockey Canada shouldn’t be exclusively about 
the highest level and the medals. Some provincial hockey federations 
have been critical of the use of player fees to handle claims and the way 
Hockey Canada handled questions in federal hearings. Where does 
Hockey Canada’s relationship stand with provincial federations? And 
what has the dialogue been with those federations since you’ve taken 
over? 

HF: We’ve recognized that there was some work to be done with regards 
to the provincial members. We’ve been reaching out to them, we’ve been 
listening to their concerns, and I think we’ve gone a long way already, 
even in the last month, to build some of those bridges. 

But we’re having an important person-to-person meeting with our 
members in a few weeks’ time in the first week of February. That will give 
us an opportunity to share ideas and to engage in a dialogue so that we 
can come away from that with further direction as to where we go with 
some of our governance changes. 

I’m personally quite encouraged by the initial chats with the members. 

TA: With regards to the highest level, I know you were in Halifax at the 
world juniors. What education were this year’s players given in terms of 
off-ice conduct and sexual assault? 

HF: They were well-educated. The entire screening process was 
changed. So coming into that, there was a different process and they 
were clearly well aware of the circumstances going into Halifax. I had an 
opportunity to speak to the players, actually on two different occasions, 
and I must say they were very receptive, very focussed. We talked about 
their responsibilities and their obligations, and they clearly understood 
what was being said. They were very respectful and appreciative of that 
reinforcement. 

TA: When were those two conversations? 

HF: One was between the quarterfinal and the semifinal and one was 
after their victory, after the last game. 

TA: What was your message to them? 

HF: The message, in its simplest form, was that while it’s been a little bit 
(for me), as an athlete I understand that sometimes we’re glorified for 
what we do but along with that comes responsibilities. 
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I said that we expect that everyone taking part be held to a higher 
standard and that we want to set the bar higher than just the base. We 
want to set an example for others. I said I don’t think that’s an unfair 
burden or expectation but it comes with the territory and that’s what we’re 
going to be asking. 

TA: You mentioned a screening process for the players. Can you expand 
on that? What kind of screening process? 

HF: Everyone now has to complete forms in terms of any discipline that 
you’ve been subject to, social media involvement, that type of thing. 

TA: Are you committed to making any part of the findings from the 
investigation into members of the 2018 world junior team public? 

HF: There’s a well-defined process there in our complaints and discipline 
policy. The reports and so on belong to the adjudicative panel who will in 
due course make their recommendations and their findings. So once 
that’s done we’ll be able to know what we’ll say and do. Until that 
happens, it’s sort of a hypothetical and I can’t give you answers. 

TA: Would you like for it to be public, if transparency is at the centre of 
what you want to do? 

HF: Exactly. I think that’s the best way to answer it. When that point 
comes, we’ll be as transparent as we can. 

TA: Where does the search for a new CEO stand? 

HF: I’ve tasked one of our board members (Jonathan Goldbloom) with 
chairing the committee who will deal with that, and he’s adding members 
to that. Once they’ve completed that task, their next priority will be to 
work on the job profile. They’re actually doing that at the same time, 
working on the profile and talking to different people and getting an idea 
for exactly what they think will be the right profile for our current situation 
and going forward. So that’ll take place and then I’d guess that at some 
point down the road, we’ll probably be retaining a search firm. 

TA: You told TSN’s Rick Westhead shortly after taking the job that you 
had not yet had time to review the settlement that was reached between 
Hockey Canada and Scott Smith regarding his severance. Have you 
since reviewed it? 

HF: No, I haven’t yet. I haven’t yet. We’ve been so overwhelmed with the 
other priorities. 

TA: Has a review begun of other senior staff at Hockey Canada since 
Scott Smith’s departure? 

HF: My view is with this undertaking that you look at everything. 
Everything is on the table. From programs, policies, staff. We really in a 
sense shouldn’t leave any stone unturned. 

Required reading 

One night in London: Allegations of sexual assault and a reckoning for 
Hockey Canada 

‘We haven’t learned a damn thing’: Sexual violence is embedded in junior 
hockey culture 

Hockey Canada timeline: Major developments so far 
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ESPN / Arizona Coyotes debut new 'Desert Night' jerseys 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The Arizona Coyotes are known for bold fashion statements, from their 
multicolored Kachina logo to using desert sienna as the template for their 
recent Reverse Retro jersey. 

Their latest foray into courageous couture: a special edition "Desert 
Night" jersey created by Rhuigi Villaseñor, the founder and creative 
director of Los Angeles-based streetwear brand Rhude. 

The team is releasing the jersey to the public on Wednesday and will 
wear it for the first time on Sunday against the Vegas Golden Knights at 
Mullett Arena. 

"This concept of design meets sports is a growing idea, you know?" said 
Villaseñor, who was hired as the Coyotes' creative strategist and global 
fashion designer in October. 

"This will become the fire igniter to the culture. One of the things we 
bonded over was bringing culture into the sport. We're all in one 
ecosystem, not a separate one. For me, it's about being the team that 
helps make hockey a thing in street culture." 

The burgundy jersey features the word "Arizona" in sand-colored cursive 
writing across the chest. There's a star located above the letter "I" on the 
wordmark, symbolizing both the desert nights when coyotes hunt and the 
Arizona state flag. There's Kachina-style etching on the bottom of the 
jersey and the sleeves. Inside the collar are small geckos, a tribute to the 
gecko shoulder patch from the Coyotes' original green third jersey. 

The Coyotes will wear pants with a sand-colored cactus on them, along 
with burgundy helmets and gloves. 

In an inspired twist on tradition, the team's captain will wear a half-moon 
"C" patch, while the alternate captains will be identified with a patch that 
creates an "A" with two cacti hugging each other. 

Some NHL teams have started to partner with fashion brands to create 
special looks for their gear. Last season, the Toronto Maple Leafs 
partnered with Drew House, Justin Bieber's design label, to create and 
wear reversible jerseys. 

"We're seeing an influx of sports in fashion right now, and we really 
wanted to be at the forefront of that, pushing the boundaries," said Alex 
Meruelo Jr., the Coyotes' chief brand officer. 

This isn't the first sports crossover for Villaseñor, who is also the creative 
director of Swiss-based Bally. Rhude had a successful collaboration with 
F1 and McLaren in 2021 that "reimagines the sport and modern luxury 
into an innovative and progressive collection," he said. 

Villaseñor said he's seen other brands creating hockey jerseys, so it was 
time for the NHL to lean into creating jerseys that could cross over to a 
wider audience. 

Creating an NHL jersey offered some singular challenges. Functionality 
isn't always at the forefront of fashion, but it needs to be when designing 
game-worn gear. 

Villaseñor said they tried to create a hockey jersey at Rhude, something 
that was more of a runway look. At first, he didn't realize all the venting 
needed for a game jersey, nor did he account for the extra space 
required for pads. 

"I thought I was coming in to design shapes and create a logo. But it's 
really interesting to see the complexity of a jersey and all the things that 
go beyond what we usually see, which is a silhouette and color," he said. 

"With anything in life, when you have a goal, you work with that goal and 
then add in all the ingredients. In this case, the goal was to create an 
iconic jersey and one that feels like it's part of the heritage of the 
Coyotes. The added parts to it are the complexities." 

Another difference between designing for the runway and for the ice: 
distance. 

"You have to take a step back and realize that when we watch a game, 
we're not five inches away from the player. These are minor tweaks that 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 19, 2023 

 

we have to do. But in the end, it's about making a dope jersey. It was 
exciting," he said. 

Villaseñor said that considering, and in some ways honoring, the 
Coyotes' previous looks was also part of the process. 

"When I looked at the heritage of the jerseys, I really looked at the cool 
things that were used. I wanted to use the iconic parts of the jersey," he 
said. 

His favorite part of the sweater is the desert topography that it evokes. 
"It's the signifier. Making sure that this becomes the Arizona Coyotes 
uniform, but that it also becomes the uniform of the state, right?" he said. 

The Coyotes will wear the "Desert Night" jersey 14 times this season at 
Mullett Arena. It's their temporary home on the campus of Arizona State 
University as they wait for construction of a new arena in Tempe to be 
greenlit by voters this spring. Meruelo said adding a special edition 
sweater to the mix is part of an overall feeling of rebirth for the franchise. 

"It's almost like we're an expansion team at this point with everything 
going on. It's really cool being able to create what we really see the brand 
and what we want it to become and engage with all those fans in 
waiting," he said. "We've made a sizable investment in this and we feel 
like it's part of the future. Ideally we want to create a Coyotes universe 
and service our fans in every way possible." 

Villaseñor has a key role in that audience expansion. His family moved 
from Manila, the capital of the Philippines, to Los Angeles when he was 
11 years old. He marinated in hip-hop culture and was inspired by it. He 
still remembers when NHL jerseys were a ubiquitous part of streetwear. 
He believes they can get there again. 

"It was there, when you look at the 2000s and the 1990s, at music and 
movies and commercials and all of that," he said. "Hockey's still 
embedded in the culture. But sometimes things fall into cracks and new 
things come to life. But just like other sports have had resurgences and 
have become cool, hockey will enjoy that in an evolved way." 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘It's our own fault’: Canucks unable to overcome four-goal 
deficit in loss to Lightning 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

VANCOUVER — In some ways, it was the perfect retool/rebuild game. 

First of all, the Vancouver Canucks lost 5-2 to the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
which is important on many levels. 

Before the game, fans got to share in the sorrow of the passing of iconic 
enforcer Gino Odjick on Sunday while reliving the joy with which he 
brought Vancouver through his special connection to Canuck fans. 

Then they saw Lightning captain Steven Stamkos score his 
500th National Hockey League goal, and were so generous in cheering 
this milestone accomplishment for a visiting player that Stamkos did a 
quick twirl at centre-ice and raised his stick in appreciation. It was a nice 
moment. 

A Canuck fan won a car by shooting a puck through a mouse hole from 
centre ice, and a younger fan later received a stick from the Lightning 
bench after Tampa players noticed that a puck that went over the glass 
hit the boy, who cried but thankfully was not seriously hurt. He raised the 
stick in triumph. Kids. 

So it was a pleasant evening. 

See, a 
retool/rebuild/reload/restock/replenishment/rebranding/realignment/reset/
recalibration (please, anything but a repeat) need not be unbearably 
painful or unwatchable. 

The problem is that whatever “re” the Canucks are undertaking, hasn’t 
actually started yet.  

And, honestly, it didn’t seem many fans were enjoying seeing their team 
down 4-0 in the first period — a score that remained unchanged until 
Andrei Kuzmenko and Quinn Hughes scored power-play goals 2½ 
minutes apart just before the middle of the third period. 

Of course, there is only so much any team of shooting stars can do 
against a goalie like Tampa backup Brian Elliott, who 46 minutes into the 
game had a chance to be the first Lightning keeper ever to post a shutout 
against the Canucks. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy hasn’t done it, and neither did Mike Smith or Ben 
Bishop or Nikolai Khabibulin. But 37-year-old Brian Elliott nearly did, 
stopping the first 32 shots he faced before proving mortal on his way to a 
37-save win. 

Stamkos eventually finished his hat trick into an empty-net with 1:22 
remaining – shortly after Canuck forward J.T. Miller made the best 
Vancouver save of the night by stacking his shinpads to deny Brayden 
Point an empty-netter. Twice. 

Sadly, Stamkos did not appear for a curtain call after being named the 
first start. 

But it was all quite memorable. A nice night – just not for Canuck players. 

“We battled and fought hard to the end but you're giving up those sort of 
(goals) — they were gifts,” Canuck defenceman Luke Schenn said. “So 
that's the way we started the game and it’s pretty tough to battle back on 
a team like that when you're down 4-0. 

“It's our own fault for not being able to do what coaches are preaching. 
And that's why we let in four in the first.” 

No, they’re not coached to give away pucks and wander around during 
what should be pretty basic defensive coverage. 

On Stamkos’ first goal, at 4:40, Canuck Ilya Mikheyev drifted away from 
the scorer and was toe-dragged by Alex Killorn, who teed up a tap-in for 
No. 500 on what was essentially a two-on-zero. The Canucks simply got 
outclassed on Nikita Kucherov’s goal at 8:28, as the Lightning zipped the 
puck around too quickly for the Vancouver players to process. 

Goalie Spencer Martin, hooked after allowing four goals on 10 shots in 
15 minutes, then delivered a massive rebound to Brayden Point, and on 
the fourth Tampa goal Vancouver defenceman Kyle Burroughs gave 
away the puck and then was beaten to the front of the net by Stamkos. 

“We made a lot of mistakes right off the bat,” Canuck coach (as of 
deadline) Bruce Boudreau said. “And before you knew it, they've got four 
on you. And that's the kind of team you can't make mistakes like that. 
And they were relatively crazy mistakes or easy mistakes — giving pucks 
away against a team like that. 

“I thought our start was relatively good the first five or six minutes but 
once they get that first goal, I mean, it's a continuous theme. We slump 
and the next thing you know, it's a deficit that's too hard to overcome.” 

The Canucks actually outshot the Lightning 39-25, including 18-12 in the 
decisive first period, and shot attempts were 77-36. 

Fans who spent hundreds on tickets didn’t get to see a win, but at least 
they saw Stamkos’ 500th goal. 

“Obviously, to do it in a win is huge,” Stamkos said.  “The thing that's 
going to stick out, too, is. . . just the reception I got from the crowd. That's 
pretty amazing. That's something as a player that sticks with you for a 
long time when you're on the road and you get that type of reception. So, 
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just want to say to the fans that were here tonight: 'Thank you and I 
appreciate that and very classy move.” 

On Wednesday, at least, that would have to be payment enough for 
Vancouver fans. The Colorado Avalanche visit Rogers Arena on Friday. 
Nathan MacKinnon needs three points for 700 in the NHL. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames coach Sutter gives frank reality check after 
humbling loss to Avalanche 

 

Eric Francis 

 

NHL Highlights: Avalanche 4, Flames 1 

Alexander Georgiev turned away 34 shots while Mikko Rantanen and 
Artturi Lehkonen each had two-goal performances as the Colorado 
Avalanche defeated the Calgary Flames 4-1. 

CALGARY — In a seven-second sound bite Elias Lindholm summed up 
what observers of the Calgary Flames have been saying for months. 

“We played 46 games now and we’re still looking for a really good game,” 
said Lindholm in a room quieted by a 4-1 beatdown by the Colorado 
Avalanche Wednesday. 

“It’s concerning.” 

So much so that Darryl Sutter punctuated the game — a game the 
Flames were never in — with a sobering reality check. 

“I think we had a pretty good idea where our team is at — we’re in the 
middle of the pack, and we’re not in their class,” said the Flames coach, 
who insisted the three-goal hole his team dug in the first period had 
nothing to do with effort. 

“I think we were ready as we could be — they’re the champions. 

“They had 13 guys in the lineup that won the Stanley Cup last year and 
we had one. 

“Big difference. 

“We’re still very much in the show-me stage.” 

What the Flames have shown so far this season is a consistent 
inconsistency that has fans wanting so much more that the two steps 
forward, two steps back approach. 

This one prompted a significant response from everyone involved as a 
much-hyped matchup against a banged-up version of the champs was 
still seen as a litmus test. 

They failed miserably, despite the fact the Avs injury list — that has long 
included captain Gabriel Landeskog and Bo Byram — grew by one with 
Cale Makar’s absence. 

“They kicked our ass early, and it was a measuring stick game, and we 
didn’t have it,” said Blake Coleman. 

“The good news is Tampa’s coming in a couple days and I look at that 
game the same way, and I look for us to have a better response.” 

Perhaps better news in the eyes of frustrated fans in Calgary is that a 
humbling result like Wednesday’s seems like the perfect time to address 
the two biggest topics in town: Jakob Pelletier and Jacob Markstrom. 

Or maybe not. 

Asked if the game might prompt him to reconsider taking someone out of 
the lineup, Sutter scoffed. 

“We don’t have a 30-man roster in the salary cap,” said Sutter, who 
earlier addressed the status of the first-round pick, who has sat in the 
press box, waiting for his NHL debut for almost two weeks. 

“At the end of the day, I want to get him in, but you know what? We’re not 
10 up and we’re not 10 out. That’s the way it works.” 

“The thing with Pelts is always going to be his size. 

“As he gets a little stronger and gets a little more weight, then he’s going 
to have a better opportunity.” 

Dare anyone continue to dream that could come as early as Saturday? 

After all, the coach has never put much trust in young or undersized 
players and believes the 21-year-old is still learning by osmosis. 

The starting goalie issue has also been in the spotlight as fans keep 
pushing for more starts from Dan Vladar, who is on a 7-0-3 run. 

While none of the three goals scored Wednesday were on Markstrom, 
there was plenty of debate over whether Sutter should put the wildly 
popular Vladar in to try giving the team a spark. 

The coach said he didn’t consider it. 

“Nope, not a chance,” he said. 

“After 20 games our goalies (split) was 15 games and five games, and 
since then they’ve been pretty even. 

“Since then their save percentages are almost identical and Markstrom 
has a better goals against since the 20th game.” 

In other words, the run of starts he suggested Markstrom was now ready 
to go on will likely continue. 

So, presumably, will the unpredictability of the team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Amidst progress, Provorov a reminder of the work to be 
done on inclusion 

 

Justin Bourne  

 

Should Flyers’ Provorov been scratched for boycotting Pride Night 
jerseys? | Jeff Marek Show 

NHL insider Elliotte Friedman joins the Jeff Marek Show to discuss 
whether or not they feel Flyers dman Ivan Provorov should have been 
scratched for boycotting the Pride Night uniforms last night? 

The backstory is fairly simple: The Philadelphia Flyers held a Pride Night, 
where Ivan Provorov declined to wear the warm-up jersey the team was 
donning to demonstrate a welcome, inclusive environment to fans from 
within the LBGTQ+ community. It had rainbow-coloured numbers and the 
jerseys were to be auctioned off for charity. 

He cited his Russian Orthodox religious beliefs as the reason why he sat 
out. 

Even though he missed warm-up, the team played him, and played him a 
lot in the game. Afterwards, head coach John Tortorella supported 
Provorov’s right to stick to his own beliefs. 

I see a few obvious conclusions here, before the more nuanced stuff: 
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One is that the player was within his rights to not wear the jersey and join 
the team’s initiative — that’s the “free speech” and “freedom of religion” 
thing we hear so much about in these debates. 

Another is that the rest of us are free to form opinions about that person 
based on their decision, and many of us hold the belief that Provorov — 
despite saying “I respect everyone” post-game — does not respect 
everyone. 

He shouldn’t be, and wasn’t “forced” to, put on a jersey with some bright 
colours, but he did willingly expose himself for who he is — someone 
who’d prefer to send this message of intolerance rather than spend 15 
minutes demonstrating support for a long-suffering group simply looking 
for equal footing. He’d rather make himself the story and take away from 
the unified message his organization and teammates tried to deliver. 

And so today, the way many involved in hockey see Provorov has been 
forever changed from how they felt just two days ago. 

But we should try to see Provorov’s myopic selfishness as secondary if 
we can. Instead of centring on him the way he centred himself, we should 
focus on how his teammates and much of the NHL’s fanbase reacted to 
his choice. Though Tortorella was strangely subdued, the rest of that 
Flyers team did make the choice to wear the rainbow jersey and 
demonstrate support on Pride Night, an event that’s now present 
throughout the National Hockey League. The players who commented on 
the situation expressed affinity for the message that the team tried to 
share rather than going to bat for the guy who wouldn’t go to bat for 
people different from himself. 

In Scott Laughton’s post-game interviews, he covered his bases, but also 
very clearly expressed solidarity with the Flyers message to the LBGTQ 
community, saying: “It was a great night, put a lot of smiles on peoples’ 
faces. Me and JvR just left the locker room with 50 people from the 
community. It was a great night, great initiative. Amazing initiative, and 
something that’s been close to me for a long time, Reemer too. I’ll leave 
it at that.” 

“I’ll leave it at that” generally means “It won’t do me any good to rip a 
teammate/ref/coach publicly” in hockey parlance. JvR – James van 
Reimsdyk – has long been an ally to the community as well. 

You can read more about Laughton’s support for the community here. 

When I quit playing hockey professionally and started writing about the 
game — including its culture — one thing that so obviously needed work 
was its lack of inclusivity. In 2009, I wrote an article titled “It’s time to end 
the use of gay slurs in hockey” for USA Today, and it sparked a firestorm 
that I wasn’t then prepared for. Not everyone agreed, according to the 
comment section and some emails. However, it did get me connected 
with Brendan Burke, then Brian and Patrick, and all the great work 
they’ve done since with You Can Play. 

Today, if someone is overheard using the same offensive remarks that 
were often said on the ice 15 years ago, they will be suspended. What 
was common before has been more appropriately branded as a form of 
hate speech. 

That’s not to wash our hands and say we “fixed it”, while proclaiming 
Provorov to be such a wild outlier he’s not worth addressing. This stuff 
still unfortunately exists in hockey, as more recently evidenced by minor 
league player Louie Rowe being cut after a vile tweet that delivered a 
version of Provorov’s message in a much more crude fashion. The NHL 
itself was hesitant to condemn Provorov’s actions and so was the team. 

But as the fight marches on and the push for inclusivity works its way 
inward much more slowly than most would like, I hope the positive 
message the team tried to send is amplified, rather than drowned out. 
This can be a moment to reflect on where we’re at in trying to push open 
the doors of the game to the whole world, against those like Provorov 
who try to keep them closed. The spirit of Pride Night shouldn’t be lost to 
the energy-draining detractors. 

Once in a while, it’s good for those of us in our safe bubbles to be 
reminded that there’s a reason why we have events like the one the 
Flyers put together on Tuesday night. While we’re moving in the right 
direction, there’s still so much work to be done to achieve “Hockey is for 
Everyone.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Jets vs. Maple Leafs rivalry promises to be a little 
extra spicy this time around 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

WINNIPEG – Motivation comes in many forms, and when you’re an 
NHLer who hails from, or even close to, the centre of the hockey 
universe, finding a way to try to defeat the Toronto Maple Leafs has a 
certain incentive attached to it. 

No, there is no banner for being the best team in Canada or anything 
other than the two points in the standings available in Thursday’s 
marquee matchup between the Winnipeg Jets and the Maple Leafs. The 
game can be seen on SN NOW Premium starting at 6 p.m. CT / 7 p.m. 
ET. 

But that doesn’t mean there won’t be any significance attached to what 
will be the second and final meeting of the regular season between the 
two Canadian teams near the top of the standings in their respective 
conferences. 

There is certainly some residue left over for these two teams that faced 
off 10 times during the pandemic-shortened season in the all-Canadian – 
ahem – North Division battle for supremacy. 

When you see a team that often in a short span of time, it’s natural for 
there to be lingering bad feelings, even if the turnover on each roster is 
substantial. 

As Jets centre Mark Scheifele spoke to reporters in Etobicoke, Ont., after 
a rare practice at the Ford Performance Centre, he was once again 
asked about the viral video of him addressing his teammates in the 
locker room on Dec. 5, 2021, when he boldly exclaimed, “Hey, boys, is 
there anything better than beating the Leafs?” 

“Obviously, they get a lot of attention, nationally, and rightfully so,” 
Scheifele told reporters. “They have a lot of fantastic players that are fun 
to watch. But for me, a Kitchener kid from an hour down the road, I 
always get my friends and family to come to the game. To beat the Leafs, 
it feels great. Obviously, every win feels great, but to beat a team a lot of 
my buddies root for is a good feeling.” 

That Scheifele is still discussing 13 months later a harmless clip that was 
taken far more seriously than intended tells you all you need to know 
about the intensity of a rivalry that was prevalent long before the heat 
was turned up during the 2020 season that saw both of those teams 
knocked out in consecutive rounds by the Montreal Canadiens. 

Just imagine where things would stand if those teams had met in the 
second round, with a spot in the conference final on the line. 

Alas, this isn’t a column on revisionist history. 

For the record, trying to defeat the Maple Leafs is not what the Jets 
consider to be their Stanley Cup, though trying to knock off a team many 
view as a contender does represent part of the daily rigours of an 82-
game season. 
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Much like the Maple Leafs – who will once again attempt to move beyond 
the first round of the playoffs for the first time since 2004 with legacies at 
stake and jobs on the line – the Jets have grander goals in mind. 

They’ve never made it past the Western Conference final and there’s 
plenty of urgency on that front this season, given the current landscape 
and the uncertainty regarding the future of multiple core pieces who can 
become pending unrestricted free agents in the summer of 2024 (barring 
a series of contract extensions). 

Being the top team in Canada during the regular season could represent 
a nice talking point, but the Jets want to be the last team standing. 

"It's a cool thing to say, but at the end of the day, it's another game,” said 
Scheifele. “We want to be our best, and if we play our best, we know we 
can be at the top of the standings. That's our focus." 

Outside of Friday’s tidy 4-1 win over the Pittsburgh Penguins, the Jets 
haven’t been at their best as often as they’d like of late, which is why 
head coach Rick Bowness shook up his lines during Wednesday’s 
workout, tweaking the top lines and bumping rookie Cole Perfetti onto a 
unit with Adam Lowry and Saku Maenalanen. 

That leaves Scheifele alongside Nikolaj Ehlers and Morgan Barron, while 
Blake Wheeler moves onto a line with Pierre-Luc Dubois and Kyle 
Connor. 

The fourth unit featured Kevin Stenlund between Karson Kuhlman and 
Sam Gagner, a healthy scratch during the past two games – leaving Axel 
Jonsson-Fjallby as the extra forward, barring any changes in the 
morning. 

“I’m not happy with the last five games, I’m not happy with the way those 
lines looked. So, we’re going to change it up. It’s as simple as that,” 
Bowness told reporters. “I missed all of that Canadian Division year. I 
remember watching it closely, but look, they’re a great hockey club. 
(Maple Leafs head coach) Sheldon (Keefe) has done a wonderful job 
building a very tough team to play against defensively – and obviously, 
they can score. 

“We’ve taken pride all year in being a hard team to play against now. We 
want to get back to being the team that we know we can be, which is 
(being) very hard to play against, and hopefully that's going to show itself 
(Thursday) night, which should be a great hockey game. Two great 
hockey teams from Canada going head-to-head, you’ve got to love it, 
man.” 

Gagner got his first taste of the rivalry back in late October, when the 
Maple Leafs earned a convincing 4-1 win on a Saturday night – where 
the Jets scored first before giving up four unanswered. 

Having the opportunity to go head-to-head with childhood friend John 
Tavares is something Gagner always enjoys. 

“We’ve played a lot together and a lot of games against each other, too. 
A lot of games on the backyard rink growing up,” Gagner told reporters. 
“We’re certainly competitive every time we get on the ice together.” 

That’s a common theme for many combatants who will hit the ice on 
Thursday. 

You can be assured that Dubois will be keeping tabs on Maple Leafs star 
Auston Matthews as often as Bowness is able to get him on the ice 
against him. 

Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey will also be under the spotlight, since a 
trip to Toronto represents an opportunity to go up against the likes of 
Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander and Co. – and also a chance 
to bolster his case for Norris Trophy consideration. 

Speaking of the Jets in the discussion for hardware, goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck is sure to be ready to showcase his stuff in what will be his 
35th start out of 46 Jets games. 

For as much fun as it is to see where the next twists and turns of this 
matchup might go, this rivalry isn’t about to take on the historical 
importance of the Battle of Alberta, that much is clear. 

But if both of these hockey clubs continue on the path they’re on during 
the stretch run, perhaps they’ll meet one day on a stage where the 
stakes are much higher. 

Should that occur, you can bet the intensity will reach new heights and 
leave a lasting impression on everyone involved. 

Not to mention provide each fan base with ammunition when it comes to 
out-of-context quotes, potential bulletin-board material, highlight-reel 
goals, spectacular saves and ultimately, bragging rights. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Owen Sound helped shape Maple Leafs goalie coach 
Curtis Sanford 

 

Sonny Sachdeva  

 

Even all these years later, Curtis Sanford still has the seats memorized: 
Section B, Row C, Seats 2 and 3, right behind the opposing goalie. 

It was right there in those seats, in Owen Sound, Ontario’s J.D. McArthur 
Arena, that he and his dad used to catch every one of the local Owen 
Sound Platers’ games as a kid. The family had season tickets for the 
OHL club since the first year it arrived in town, in 1989. 

And it was that history with the Platers that made the 1996-97 season all 
the more special for Sanford’s family, that particular season marking the 
one that first allowed him to suit up for his hometown team. 

“I pinched myself every time I was able to throw on the jersey,” Sanford 
says now, looking back on that first year tending the net for the Platers. “I 
was playing in front of people who, you know, I was fans with, watching 
the team play, just so many short years before. It was a great experience 
every time I got to skate on the ice at that rink.” 

Now the goaltending coach for the Toronto Maple Leafs, Sanford’s 
returned to his home province after a long, winding career on the ice. 
One that took him from that Platers jersey all the way to the NHL, with 
stops in the AHL and ECHL along the way, and an emotional final act for 
a club trying to navigate its way through tragedy. 

It all started in Owen Sound, though, on one of the many outdoor rinks 
dotted throughout the community.Outside of schools, on top of baseball 
fields — wherever a rink could spring up in Owen Sound, it sprung, and 
the locals were there soon after with pucks and sticks. 

Including Sanford and his dad. 

“My first memory was always going to those outdoor rinks on the 
baseball fields and him teaching me how to skate on the outdoor ice,” he 
says. “That was probably my first memory of actually getting into hockey. 
But it was a quick relationship that I found with hockey — I fell in love 
with it really quickly. Obviously, the first memories I could remember was 
of Hockey Night in Canada. You know, 8 p.m. start times, and you're 
either watching the Toronto Maple Leafs or, a lot of the time, it was 
Wayne Gretzky and the Edmonton Oilers. 

“It was easy to fall in love with the game back then, for sure.” 

Sanford didn’t start out as a goalie. During his earliest days on the ice, he 
played out, hunting for goals alongside his pals in house league games, 
honing his skills at learn-to-skate programs put on by local hockey legend 
Red Leckie. 
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It was a decision made by his parents when he was nine years old, to 
help out the local Junior B team, the Owen Sound Greys, that changed 
everything. 

“My parents decided that they would help the organization, become a 
billet family. And lo and behold, we got a goalie,” he says. “The first time I 
went and watched him play, I was just in awe. I wanted to be just like 
him, and I just decided to throw on the pads. Getting the pads on for the 
first time and actually having a great deal of success the first time out, I 
immediately fell in love, and I never switched out of them again from that 
day forward.” 

The success in those pads continued, eventually earning Sanford the 
104th selection in the ’96 OHL Priority Draft, the team making the pick 
none other than his hometown Platers. 

“You know, I think every game was an exciting time for me,” he says. 
“Just being able to suit up for the hometown team that I watched growing 
up. My parents at every game, my sisters at every game, a lot of my 
family members at every game. I met my wife while I was playing there, 
so she was at every game. Just a lot of family and friends being able to 
come watch and support me throughout that entire journey was great.” 

Nearly three decades on, after that journey took him through the bright 
lights of the NHL on multiple occasions, those years back in Owen Sound 
remain among Sanford's most cherished. 

“A lot of the memories I have are just memories of the great teammates 
that I had. I think that's one thing that the players do take for granted, is 
just how quickly the junior years go by and evaporate,” he says. “And you 
just hope you do something well enough that you can have the respect of 
your teammates as they move on. 

“And, you know, hopefully they share the same memories of yourself that 
you do of them.” 

After heading out on the road following those unforgettable junior years 
— first to Missouri to suit up for the UHL’s River Otters, then on to the 
ECHL to play for the Peoria Rivermen, and then on to a pair of seasons 
swapping jerseys between the Rivermen and the AHL’s Worcester 
IceCats — Sanford eventually wound up in St. Louis. 

Somehow, even as his NHL career began, the Owen Sound connection 
remained strong, Sanford taking up residence on that 2002-03 Blues 
roster behind fellow netminder Brent Johnson — the same pal he’d 
played behind during their Platers days. 

Four games into that campaign, Sanford’s time came, the young 
goaltender granted the chance to take the net in the big leagues for the 
very first time. 

“It's a flood of emotions, you know?” he says of that first shot at NHL 
glory. “I think back on all the sacrifices that my parents had to make, that 
my sisters had to make, the sacrifices that my wife had to make to allow 
me to follow my dreams. You're thinking about that, but you also have a 
job to do. 

“You're nervous because you want to do well, you're excited because 
you're playing in the NHL, and you're just trying to manage all those 
emotions all at the same time — while preparing to play a game.” 

He got seven more stints in the cage for St. Louis that season, the club 
losing just once with Sanford in the net. After a few years honing his 
game in the minors, he returned to the big club and led the Blues 
goaltending corps with 34 appearances over the course of the year. 

Still, nothing compared to that first one. 

“You just pinch yourself. I remember getting back to my hotel room that 
night, and I'm just like, 'I can't believe I just played a National Hockey 
League game and won,' you know? Because it's always such a long 
journey.” 

The biggest pinch-yourself moment was still to come for Sanford. After 
the run in St. Louis, after a few more stints in the AHL, in 2007 Sanford 
got the call to return north to suit up for the Vancouver Canucks. 

“Playing in a Canadian market is something in and of itself,” he says. 
“The pressure's high, the stakes are high. Every game is a Hockey Night 
in Canada game. It doesn't matter if it's Tuesday — there's none of those 
games where it's just like, 'Ah, no one's really paying attention to our 
game tonight.' Like, everyone's always paying attention if you're playing 
in a Canadian market. 

“You know the city's always going to be buzzing, the rink is always going 
to be packed. It's such an exciting moment. It brings back memories of 
tuning into Hockey Night in Canada, and how big those Saturday nights 
were – and now you're taking part in them almost on a weekly basis. ... It 
was fun to be a part of.” 

It was a two-season masterclass in professionalism, Sanford says, led by 
a who’s who of Canucks greats — Henrik and Daniel Sedin, Roberto 
Luongo, Trevor Linden and Markus Naslund. One more season in the 
NHL followed, his journey coming full circle, ending wearing the jersey of 
the club he faced in his first game, the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

As he mulled what his next step might look like when his time in Ohio 
eventually came to a close, a day in late 2011 altered Sanford’s path. 

On Sept. 7 of that year, KHL club Lokomotiv Yaroslavl endured a heart-
wrenching tragedy, a plane crash on the banks of the Volga river that 
took the lives of 44 people, including 26 Lokomotiv players and three 
members of the team’s staff. 

Sanford remembers seeing news of the crash as he prepared for a 
workout in Columbus. 

“I turn on the TV in the morning before heading out for my workout, and 
I'm reading this. ... I knew some players and some people that were on 
that plane, and you just, you just can't wrap your head around it,” he 
says. 

Eight months later, as Lokomotiv was trying to find a way forward, 
Sanford was offered a chance to join the organization. 

“I got the phone call from Lokomotiv with an opportunity to help kind of 
start that healing process for that community and that team. It wasn't a 
decision that I took lightly,” he says. “I knew that there was going to be a 
lot of responsibility that came with that, but I wanted to do it. And I didn't 
have a second thought about it. When I got that call and I was asked to 
sign, it was just, 'Absolutely, let's do this. I want to be a part of this.' 

“Getting to the city and getting to meet people that had relationships with 
these fine people that perished in that tragedy, and just being able to try 
and come up with a way to begin a healing process for them, you know, 
to give them something to cheer about again, to give them something to 
feel good about again — that's the way our team approached that entire 
season. And that's the way I approached my entire time playing for the 
Lokomotiv organization.” 

In 2015, after three years with the club, Sanford finally hung up the pads, 
leaving the game having suited up for 10 teams as a pro, in five leagues, 
and three countries. Quite a journey for the kid from Owen Sound who 
just wanted to be like his billet brother. 

Looking back on it all now, what stands out most, Sanford says, is the 
impact those years in his hometown had on the long journey that 
followed. 

“I think what you learn is just how much the community has to do with the 
bringing up of individuals. I think everybody in the community played a 
part in my success,” he says. “I always call Owen Sound my home. I go 
back there in the off-season no matter what. My kids — my three sons — 
and my wife, we're still very much involved with that community in various 
ways, trying to give back whatever way we can ... just trying to pass 
down my knowledge, my journey, to those that are following the same 
path. Just them knowing that it is possible. 
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“It is possible to reach your goals, and the community can help you do 
that.” 
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TSN.CA / Flames left searching for answers after sluggish effort against 
Avs 

 

Salim Valji 

 

After a listless 4-1 loss to the Colorado Avalanche where the Calgary 
Flames showed little compete and effort through the first 40 minutes, 
head coach Darryl Sutter summed up the differences between the two 
teams. 

“Different class, that’s for sure,” he said of the defending champions. 

“I think I’ve got a pretty good idea of where our team’s at and we’re in the 
middle of the pack and we’re not in their class.” 

When asked if he liked his team’s response after they gave up three 
goals in the opening 13 minutes, Sutter responded that he did not. 

“The greatest coach in the history of the game told me once sometimes 
it’s better to get beat 9-1,” he added. 

Forward Blake Coleman used the phrase “kicked our ass” multiple times 
after the defeat. 

“You put yourself in a hole like that against a team that’s been there and 
done that, it’s going to be hard to climb out of those,” he said. 

“There’s a lot of lessons to be learned, myself included. I can be a lot 
better.” 

Similar to the game in Nashville, the Flames had a poor start and didn’t 
appear engaged, surrendering several high-danger scoring chances to 
the Avalanche. They lost battles, didn’t win races to loose pucks, and 
mismanaged the puck throughout the evening, only getting consistent 
offensive zone pressure in the game’s final period.  

“Obviously when you come out like that in the first against the champs, 
it’s not going to work very well,” Elias Lindholm said. 

“You can’t expect to win when you play like that, so obviously that first 
period set the whole game up.” 

Having played 46 games so far this season, the Calgary Flames are 
firmly entrenched in the National Hockey League’s middle class and on 
the wildcard bubble in the Western Conference. Players spoke about 
how over halfway through the season they still have yet to put together 
consistent 60-minute efforts and signature victories that seemed to come 
so easily last season. Currently, they’re 13th in goals-per-game, 15th in 
goals-against-per-game, 24th in power play percentage, fifth in penalty 
kill percentage, 26th in five-on-five save percentage, and 24th in five-on-
five shooting percentage. 

Their playoff fate, thought by many at the start of the season to be a 
formality preceding bigger and better things in the postseason, is 
increasingly looking like it will be decided in the season’s waning 
moments.  

“We’ve played 46 games now and we’re still looking for a really good 
game,” Lindholm said. 

“It’s concerning.” 

“We’ve got to find a way to put 60 minutes together and come together 
as a group,” Tyler Toffoli said. 

“It feels like every time we get on a roll, we do something like this.” 

Prior to Monday’s loss in Nashville, the Flames had done a good job at 
getting points consistently. From Dec. 16 to Jan. 15, they were 8-3-3 and 
had a 0.679 points percentage that was fourth in the Western 
Conference in that stretch. The past two games, however, increasingly 
familiar themes have once again emerged: a lack of compete, inability to 
score, and needing an extra save or two.  

“If you think it was there, then you just say that,” Sutter responded, when 
asked about the effort level on Wednesday. 

“Obviously you guys saw the start,” Toffoli said. 

“It wasn’t there and throughout the second and third, there were times we 
had some momentum and had some opportunities, [but] couldn’t find a 
way to score a goal.” 

Interestingly, players pushed back a bit when told of Sutter’s comments 
that the Colorado Avalanche are simply in another class than the Calgary 
Flames.  

“In the first [period], yeah,” Lindholm responded when told of his coach’s 
assessment of the two teams being at different junctures. 

“I think we have the same class in terms of players and potential in the 
team,” Coleman added. 

“I think they’re playing up to their game and who they are and we’re just 
not there yet.” 

They have 36 games left in the regular season to prove their coach 
wrong. 
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