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Hurricanes’ worst fears confirmed: Max Pacioretty has torn Achilles, again 

By Luke DeCock 

Test results Friday confirmed Max Pacioretty tore his right 
Achilles tendon Thursday night, two weeks after the Carolina 
Hurricanes forward returned to action after suffering the 
same injury in August. 

Pacioretty grabbed at his right leg after suffering a non-
contact injury pivoting next to the net with 19.2 seconds to go 
in the 5-2 win over the Minnesota Wild and had to be helped 
off the ice by Brent Burns and trainer Doug Bennett. An MRI 
exam on Friday confirmed the injury, according to a source 
with knowledge of Pacioretty’s care, and he is expected to 
miss the remainder of the season. The team later announced 
the diagnosis in a press release. 

“He’s not in very good spirits, as you know,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the team’s Friday practice. 
“He’s getting checked out today, as we speak. It’s just kind of 
what you would expect. What are you going to say? He 
knows we’re all thinking of him but that doesn’t do much. We 
don’t know exactly what happened but it doesn’t look good. 
We’ll know more in the next few days.” 

Earlier Friday, the team placed Pacioretty on injured reserve. 
He scored three goals in his five games with the Hurricanes, 

who acquired him from the cap-strapped Vegas Golden 
Knights for future considerations. He had just arrived in 
Raleigh in August when he tore the Achilles during an off-ice 
workout, but had minimally invasive surgery to repair the 
tendon and was able to make his debut with the team on 
January 5 after finishing his rehabilitation ahead of schedule. 
The 33-year-old will be an unrestricted free agent after the 
season. 

The Hurricanes practiced without Pacioretty and Jaccob 
Slavin at Invisalign Arena before heading north to play the 
New York Islanders on Saturday. Slavin left Thursday’s 5-2 
win over the Minnesota Wild with less than four minutes to 
go. Brind’Amour said Slavin will make the trip with the team. 

“We just gave (Slavin) a little time today,” Brind’Amour said. 
“I don’t think he felt 100 percent after the game. So we gave 
him a little time today.” 

After the initial injury, the Hurricanes saw Pacioretty as their 
main trade-deadline addition, a proven NHL goal-scorer who 
could help them in the postseason after last year’s offensive 
woes. With Pacioretty’s $7 million cap hit off the books, they 
now have the opportunity and obligation to explore other 
options ahead of the March 3 trade deadline.
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NHL Power Rankings: The worst thing to happen to each team in 2022-23 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 

We here at Power Rankings HQ, regretfully, were prepared 
to go theme-less this week. 

Now, in our defense, it’s one of the more boring points in the 
NHL schedule. The playoff picture is starting to coalesce. 
We’re not close enough to the trade deadline to go all-in on 
that gimmick. The All-Star Game? Eh. 

So, yeah, it was going to be a generic set of numbered 
teams. Then disaster struck the Carolina Hurricanes: Max 
Pacioretty, who’d just made his debut in Carolina’s lineup 
after rehabbing a torn right Achilles’ tendon, went down with 
a non-contact injury to the same area of the same leg. 

We’ll wait and see on Pacioretty’s prognosis, but the ordeal 
feels like either the worst-case scenario for the Canes or 
something approaching it. It’s certainly the worst thing to 
happen to them so far in 2022-23. So, we asked ourselves, 
what are the comparables across the rest of the league? 

Update: Pacioretty re-tore his right Achilles, an MRI 
confirmed. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 
Record: 36-5-4 
Sean rank: 1 
Dom rank: 1 

Worst thing to happen this season: Signing Mitchell Miller 

Each week brings with it the same challenges: We need to 
either find a new way to frame the Bruins’ all-out, full-service 
dominance, or hope they lose enough games to vote 
someone else into the top spot. It’s getting boring! 
Numbered, weekly lists are less fun if they never change! At 
this point, though, there’s no other choice, and it’d take more 
than a rough week for Boston to drop. So we’ll stick with this: 
In terms of points percentage, the gap between Boston and 
second-place Carolina is bigger than the gap between 
Carolina and 15th-place Pittsburgh. 

You don’t carry a lead like that if anything particularly bad 
has happened on-ice, so we’re looking at the front office for 
our answer here — but even the way the Bruins’ players and 
coaching staff handled the Miller debacle in November was 
an early clue about how special that group has turned out to 
be. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 2 
Record: 28-9-8 
Sean rank: 2 
Dom rank: 2 

Worst thing to happen this season: Max Pacioretty’s second 
injury 

This whole bit was inspired by Pacioretty’s horrific injury luck. 
The dude can’t seem to catch a break. 

The Hurricanes finally got a scoring winger to help solve their 
“oomph-per-60” issues and they waited patiently for him to 
recover from a torn Achilles tendon. Pacioretty made his 
debut and looked like he hadn’t lost a step scoring three 
goals in his first three games. Then the trouble began with an 
injury in his fourth game that he returned from a week later, 
only to suffer a devastating non-contact injury late in the third 
period. 

It doesn’t look good for Pacioretty and it would be a real 
shame if his Hurricanes tenure only lasted five games. He 
looked like a really good fit here. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 3 
Record: 28-11-7 
Sean rank: 4 
Dom rank: 3 

Worst thing to happen this season: That slow start 

In the Leafs’ first 10 games, they won four and banked 10 of 
a possible 20 points. Now, with the benefit of hindsight, it 
wasn’t a harbinger of doom — just an ill-timed, brief run of 
mediocrity from a good team. It’s the sort of thing that 
happens to nearly every contender at one time or another. 
The Leafs aren’t every contender, though, and the first 
glimpse we got of them involved a loss to the Coyotes, so 
the tone of the discourse was set, and the regular season got 
a little more unbearable. Ironically, a win over the Bruins is 
part of what started to pull them out of it; the same Bruins 
have made the rest of the regular season in the Atlantic a 
moot point. Toronto could’ve started 10-0-0 and still been 
slotted in for a first-round series against the Lightning. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 6 
Record: 29-14-1 
Sean rank: 3 
Dom rank: 5 

Worst thing to happen this season: Whatever was going on 
with Victor Hedman 

The first two months were not kind to Hedman. He had just 
one goal and 10 points in 20 games while getting 
outchanced and outscored at five-on-five. His average Game 
Score was 0.27 and it was looking like a lot of long, hard 
miles were catching up to him. 

That was it though. Just a two-month blip. Enough to cause a 
tiny panic and maybe even plant a shred of doubt — but not 
nearly enough to write off one of the all-time great blueliners. 
Since December, Hedman has 20 points in 21 games and 
the Lightning have earned 58 percent of the expected goals 
with him on the ice and have outscored opponents 22-11. 
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His average Game Score has jumped to 1.60. He’s back and 
uncoincidentally so are the Lightning who are 16-6-0 since 
November. 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 5 
Record: 29-12-4 
Sean rank: 4 
Dom rank: 5 

Worst thing to happen this season: December 

The Devils went 4-7-2 in that month, getting outscored 41-33 
and posting a five-on-five expected goals rate of 52, 13th in 
the league. Other than that, they’re 25-5-2 with a plus-47 
goal differential and the best expected-goals rate outside 
Carolina. 

More importantly, their post-dip return to form has bumped 
their postseason odds back up to 99 percent. Around 
Christmas it was all the way down in the, uh, low 90s. 
Everything is still on track. 

6. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 4 
Record: 27-13-7 
Sean rank: 6 
Dom rank: 6 

Worst thing to happen this season: Mason Marchment’s 
inability to post a second season of God-tier numbers 

Marchment spent most of the 2021-22 season breaking 
analytics. He put up stupid numbers out of nowhere, scoring 
at an incredibly efficient rate and driving play like he was one 
of the best players in the world. Was that repeatable? 
Absolutely not. But it’s still a shame that he hasn’t been 
close. The Florida magic has worn off and Marchment’s 
numbers now look relatively standard for a middle-six 
forward. Nothing wrong with that, but given what he showed 
last season it was fair to assume a bit of a larger impact in 
Dallas. 

7. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 7 
Record: 28-16-2 
Sean rank: 7 
Dom rank: 7 

Worst thing to happen this season: Injuries to the stars 

The Golden Knights might deserve a little more credit than 
they’ve gotten here; at various points of the season, they’ve 
played relevant chunks of games without Jack Eichel, Alex 
Pietrangelo, Shea Theodore and, now, Mark Stone, who’s 
week-to-week with a back injury. Given Stone’s history, that’s 
not good, but the rest of the roster has managed to make 
due without its stars already. They’ve got the third-highest 
points percentage in the West and are projected to win the 
Pacific Division. 

8. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 9 
Record: 29-16-1 

Sean rank: 8 
Dom rank: 8 

Worst thing to happen this season: Thursday’s Super Bowl 
loss 

“Is there anything better than beating the Leafs?” This year’s 
Jets wouldn’t know. 

Winnipeg went 0-for-2 in their personal one-sided Stanley 
Cup Final this season, a fact that likely would’ve stung more 
in other seasons. This year it shouldn’t matter much as 
Winnipeg owns one of the best records in the West. With 
everything else going right for the Jets it’s hard to think of 
many bad things that have happened to the Jets. But Jets 
fans have made it clear that losses against one particular 
team sting a lot more than others so here we are. 

9. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 8 
Record: 27-14-4 
Sean rank: 9 
Dom rank: 9 

Worst thing to happen this season: Shane Wright’s lack of 
NHL readiness 

Whether Wright is where he needs to be — playing big 
minutes for the OHL’s Windsor Spitfires — is a complex 
discussion. It’s a better spot than riding the bench for the 
Kraken, though. In his first eight NHL games, played over the 
course of nearly two months, the No. 4 pick in 2022 was 
averaging 8:29 of playing time. That wasn’t going to work. 
So, down he goes. 

But man, imagine what the Kraken would’ve looked like had 
Wright more closely resembled the player who started 2021-
22 as the presumptive No. 1 pick. They’re witnessing first-
hand what an elite, young talent can do for a lineup in Matty 
Beniers. Having another one of those around, good as things 
have gone for them, would’ve been nice. 

10. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 10 
Record: 25-14-7 
Sean rank: 10 
Dom rank: 10 

Worst thing to happen this season: Alexis Lafrenière’s 
stagnation 

Before the season started it felt like the Rangers were poised 
to take a monumental leap on the back of their collection of 
kids finally realizing their potential. That hasn’t been the case 
at all with none of them taking a much-needed step toward 
stardom. The most disappointing lack of development is 
Lafrenière’s, who’s in his third season and still hasn’t 
showcased the flash that made him the top pick. The talent is 
there, but he’s not producing at a high level or driving play. 
He’s sort of just … there. The Rangers need more than that. 

11. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 11 
Record: 25-15-4 
Sean rank: 11 
Dom rank: 11 
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Worst thing to happen this season: Marco Rossi’s struggle to 
stick in the lineup 

This isn’t meant to be a knock on Rossi, who lost significant 
development time due to a horrific battle with COVID-19 and, 
by all accounts, is doing exactly what he needs to be doing in 
the AHL. The Wild, though, still feel like they’re a center short 
of top-tier status, and their cap situation is more challenging 
than most. If Rossi were ready at the start of the season, that 
problem would’ve been solved. What seems certain is that if 
he’s called upon down the line, he’ll be in a better spot than 
he was in October. 

12. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 16 
Record: 23-17-3 
Sean rank: 13 
Dom rank: 12 

Worst thing to happen this season: The continued absence 
of Gabriel Landeskog 

The Avalanche have been put through the ringer in terms of 
injury impact so that’s the obvious answer. No team has 
dealt with worse in terms of value lost. Though 
they’re starting to turn the corner, the lack of Landeskog 
limits the team’s upside. He’s their captain and one of the 
league’s best players — the Avs are a different team with 
him in the lineup. The fact that he hasn’t played a single 
game feels a bit alarming. 

13. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 12 
Record: 25-16-6 
Sean rank: 12 
Dom rank: 14 

Worst thing to happen this season: Calvin Petersen’s waiver-
caliber start 

All due respect to Pheonix Copley, who’s been relatively 
good in net for the Kings despite a couple recent stinkers, 
but L.A’s goalie situation would’ve been a lot simpler had 
Petersen played like a guy earning $5 million a year, rather 
than someone who cleared waivers in November after an 
.868. Now, the Kings’ playoff hopes rest on Copley, who was 
signed to be a third-stringer, and Jonathan Quick, who’s got 
an .884 save percentage and has played in just eight games 
since Dec. 1. 

14. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 19 
Record: 26-18-3 
Sean rank: 15 
Dom rank: 13 

Worst thing to happen this season: Evander Kane’s wrist 
injury 

It was a gnarly injury to witness, something no one ever 
wants to see. That alone makes it the worst thing to happen 
to the Oilers this season. But Kane’s absence also left a void 
in the team’s offensive punch. In games with Kane in the 
lineup the Oilers have scored 3.94 goals-per-game this 
season. Without him, that dropped to 3.58. That difference 

isn’t all him, but his presence gives the team’s forward depth 
a lot more heft. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 13 
Record: 22-15-7 
Sean rank: 14 
Dom rank: 15 

Worst thing to happen this season: Brian Dumoulin’s steep 
decline 

Dumoulin was an underrated player for a long time — the 
Crosby-era Penguins are probably stuck on one Cup without 
him — but he’s 31 now with a big number on the odometer, 
and you can tell. Quantitatively, his average Game Score 
has dropped from 0.47 to 0.1, and he’s posting the worst 
expected goals rate of any regular Penguins defenseman. 
Qualitatively, he looks like he’s lost more than a step or two. 
Now, decent recent returns with Ty Smith aside, Dumoulin is 
another problem spot on an aging roster, rather than a set-it-
and-forget-it partner on a top pair with Kris Letang. 

16. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 14 
Record: 25-17-6 
Sean rank: 16 
Dom rank: 16 

Worst thing to happen this season: Anthony Mantha’s lack of 
impact 

Remember what a blockbuster the Mantha-for-Jakub Vrana 
swap was at the time? Flash forward a couple years and one 
of them has been a healthy scratch while the other is in the 
AHL. That’s not what either team signed up for. 

Mantha’s press box stint feels temporary — his numbers 
aren’t that bad — but the fact he’s there at all feels like a bad 
sign for a guy making nearly $6 million per season. He was 
brought in to be an impact guy, but that impact hasn’t been 
felt consistently or often enough as a Capital. 

17. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 15 
Record: 21-16-9 
Sean rank: 18 
Dom rank: 17 

Worst thing to happen this season: Jacob Markstrom’s 
regression 

If the Flames ever manage to fully pull it together this season 
— and given the age and cost of the roster, they don’t have a 
season to waste — it’ll be because Markstrom started 
looking like a $6 million goalie. So far in 2022-23, he’s put up 
more sub-.900 starts (18) than not and clocked in at 46th in 
the league with a 0.34 GSAx. That isn’t playoff goaltending, 
let alone what we’ve become accustomed to seeing from 
Markstrom. If he’s still losing time to Dan Vladar in March, 
the Flames will be in real trouble. 

18. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 18 
Record: 22-19-3 
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Sean rank: 17 
Dom rank: 18 

Worst thing to happen this season: That eight-game losing 
streak 

In sports, you can never say “Well, our record is really good 
if you don’t count that month where we lost a million games 
in a row” because that month still happened. For the Sabres, 
it was a brutal span where they lost eight in a row in 
regulation and seven by multiple goals. Aside from that, the 
team has been red hot, but that one streak may be the 
difference between playoffs or not this year. 

19. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 17 
Record: 23-19-5 
Sean rank: 19 
Dom rank: 19 

Worst thing to happen this season: Total power outage in 
January 

The Islanders weren’t tracking to be an offensive juggernaut 
— but that’s OK, and certainly not unexpected, based on 
their track record. And either way, they were fine; on Dec. 
31, they were 14th in total goals per 60, with 3.19, and sixth 
at five-on-five with 2.79. That’s enough for Ilya Sorokin. 
Since the calendar has flipped, though? They’re 30th (1.97) 
and 28th at five-on-five (2.07), with several top forwards 
going ice-cold. 

20. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 21 
Record: 23-20-3 
Sean rank: 20 
Dom rank: 20 

Worst thing to happen this season: Jordan Kyrou’s horrific 
defense 

Kyrou’s defensive game has always been questionable — 
it’s why he didn’t earn a lot of ice time despite being a point-
per-game scorer. This season we’re finding out exactly why. 
Kyrou has seen a sizable increase in usage and has seen 
his defensive numbers plummet in lockstep. With Kyrou on 
the ice, the Blues give up 3.14 expected goals against per 
60, up from 2.79 last season. Last year he was at least 
outsourcing his problems. This year? Not so much with a 
near team-worst 42 percent goal rate. 

21. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 20 
Record: 21-18-6 
Sean rank: 22 
Dom rank: 22 

Worst thing to happen this season: The Juuse Saros bailout 

If Saros weren’t wallpapering over so many of the Predators’ 
problems, they’d likely have to face the reality: That roster 
isn’t built to win relevant games. Saros has faced 35 shots or 
more in 14 games, and the Predators have won eight of 
them — and that’s not because they’re keeping pace with 
their opponents. He’s second in the league with a 23.54 

GSAx, and all the Preds have to show for it is a spot directly 
in front of Vancouver in the Western Conference standings. 

22. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 22 
Record: 22-20-5 
Sean rank: 21 
Dom rank: 21 

Worst thing to happen this season: Paul Maurice’s ability to 
make any team mid. 

The Panthers are on a 6-2-1 binge of late and may finally be 
turning things around, but that surge only brings them to a 
22-20-5 record. An 85-point pace. Yuck. 

While it was difficult to imagine Florida repeating last year’s 
Presidents’ Trophy-winning season, especially after an 
offseason full of changes, a fall of this magnitude was even 
harder to fathom. This team has a lot of talent, a lot like 
Maurice’s old team, and it feels like he has a knack for 
bringing out the medium-est of it. Seeing Winnipeg 
succeeding without him feels like further proof. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 24 
Record: 19-17-8 
Sean rank: 25 
Dom rank: 23 

Worst thing to happen this season: The sophomore slump 

Intermittent flirtation with a playoff spot aside, the 
development of Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond still 
seemed paramount for the Wings. And really, there isn’t a 
ton to worry about — both players are very young and very 
talented. That hasn’t changed. It’s also fair to point out that 
neither has made any sort of leap in Year 2. For Seider in 
particular, given that he was coming off a 50-point season as 
a rookie defenseman, that would’ve been tough. Raymond’s 
point production is up a tick, from 2.3 to 2.44 per 60. The 
future is bright, but it’s still in the future. 

24. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 25 
Record: 19-20-7 
Sean rank: 24 
Dom rank: 24 

Worst thing to happen this season: Two hot streaks 

The Flyers started the season 7-3-2 and are 8-3-0 in their 
last 11 games. In between they went 4-14-5. This season 
has been a mediocrity sandwich crafted from extreme highs 
and extreme lows to reach a mushy middle ground. It’s peak 
Flyers and it’s exactly what was expected of them to start the 
season: That they would be too good to be bad enough to 
really tank. Those two meaningless hot streaks have ruined 
what could have been a really bad season — something this 
franchise desperately needed. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 23 
Record: 20-21-3 
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Sean rank: 23 
Dom rank: 25 

Worst thing to happen this season: Josh Norris’ injury 

Norris is back after hurting his shoulder on Oct. 22, and 
some good stuff happened in Ottawa while he was out. Just 
look at Tim Stützle. Still, having a full season’s worth of 
Norris’ production in the top six would’ve been huge for the 
Sens, whose 1.96 five-on-five goals per 60 is 30th in the 
league. The bright side for Ottawa — assuming Norris stays 
healthy — is that their lineup makes a lot more sense for the 
stretch run with him slotted behind Stützle and Shane Pinto 
on the third line. 

26. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 28 
Record: 19-24-3 
Sean rank: 26 
Dom rank: 26 

Worst thing to happen this season: The abundance of 
capped-out teams 

The Canadiens have a number of players — Evgenii 
Dadonov, Sean Monahan, Joel Edmundson — who might 
look attractive to a playoff team. One wrinkle: No one has 
any money. That makes it harder for the Habs to get full 
value on some useful, but overpaid assets. Other than that 
it’s hard to have too much fault with Montreal’s season so 
far. The Canadiens have lost enough to stay in the hunt for 
Connor Bedard, but not enough to completely demoralize the 
team either. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 27 
Record:14-23-9 
Sean rank: 27 
Dom rank: 27 

Worst thing to happen this season: Erik Karlsson forcing 
people to pay attention 

When a defenseman is scoring at a 110-point pace, you’re 
legally obligated to watch when you’re able. The issue is that 
Karlsson’s games generally involve the rest of the Sharks. 
Life isn’t fair! 

Just kidding. For plenty more on Karlsson, Sharks beat 
writer Corey Masisak joined The Athletic Hockey Show on 
Thursday night. What a player. What a season. 

28. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 26 
Record: 18-22-3 
Sean rank: 28 
Dom rank: 28 

Worst thing to happen this season: The ongoing humiliation 
of Bruce Boudreau 

We had a real Sophie’s choice with this theme when it came 
to the league’s most catastrophic franchise. There was no 
shortage of options in Vancouver from Thatcher Demko 
turning into a pumpkin to the overpaid shell of a defense 
corps in front of him. J.T. Miller’s descent into a nearly 

untradeable asset mere months after signing a lengthy 
extension is right near the top of the list, too. 

But right now, it’s hard to think of anything worse than Jim 
Rutherford leaving poor loveable Bruce Boudreau twisting in 
the wind. “No, honey, I’m not breaking up with you! I’m just 
telling all my friends you’re not the one for me, that you’re a 
terrible partner, and DM-ing a bunch of single people I know 
who might be interested just to see what else is out there. 
But I’m absolutely not breaking up with you … right now.” 
Just spare the man his dignity and let him go. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 29 
Record: 14-26-5 
Sean rank: 29 
Dom rank: 29 

Worst thing to happen this season: Karel Vejmelka looking 
like Karel Vezinamelka 

Outside of the aforementioned Juuse Saros, no goalie has 
faced more shots this season than Vejmelka. He’s shown 
signs of wear and tear of late, putting up an .891 save 
percentage and -2.21 GSAx since Dec. 1, but before that, he 
was threatening to tank the Coyotes’ tank, dragging them to 
14 points in his first 14 appearances. Did nobody tell him? 
Did he miss an email or something? 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 32 
Record: 13-26-4 
Sean rank: 30 
Dom rank: 30 

Worst thing to happen this season: An early flash of 
optimism 

It may be hard to remember now, but there was a point in 
October when some thought Chicago’s blatant tank job 
wouldn’t work out so well after a four-game winning streak. 
The Blackhawks lost 27 of their next 31. Patience is a virtue 
and that’s important to remember as the Blackhawks once 
again rattle off wins in five of six games. They might not win 
five of their next 30. 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 30 
Record: 13-28-5 
Sean rank: 31 
Dom rank: 31 

Worst thing to happen this season: All of it 

Not much left to say about this team. They’re last or close to 
it in virtually every meaningful stat … but they did manage to 
get Regulation Win No. 5 on Thursday over the Blue Jackets, 
who are tied for 31st in that category with nine. That could 
loom large come lottery day. Are we calling that 
“Bedardmas?” Has that caught on yet? 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 31 
Record: 13-30-2 
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Sean rank: 32 
Dom rank: 32 

Worst thing to happen this season: Any visit to their 
CapFriendly page 

The Blue Jackets are on pace for 51 points — the third-worst 
mark of the salary-cap era — and they’re spending $84.3 

million to do it. The league has never seen a bigger waste of 
money. 

By the way, Elvis Merzlikins has allowed over 24 goals more 
than expected in 20 games this year, the worst GSAx per 
game in the analytics era for a goalie with over 20 games 
played. He’s making $5.4 million until 2026-27, the 12th-
highest cap goaltender cap hit.

 

Hurricanes’ Brady Skjei has gone from often overlooked to Norris Trophy candidate 

By Cory Lavalette 

Adam Fox, Hampus Lindholm, Erik Karlsson, Rasmus 
Dahlin, Cale Makar and … Brady Skjei. 

The latest awards watch update by The Athletic’s Dom 
Luszczyszyn listed the Carolina defenseman as No. 9 in his 
list of Norris Trophy candidates. 

Luszczyszyn’s Game Score Value Added (GSVA) statistical 
formula — which is how he ranked the Hart, Norris and 
Calder races — also puts Skjei as having one of the best 
contracts in the NHL, listing him with a market value of $11 
million, $5.8 million over his $5.3 million salary. 

Skjei is also putting up the best numbers of his career over 
the last two seasons. Last year, he was third in points among 
Carolina defensemen, but all 39 of them came at even 
strength, tied with Fox and MacKenzie Weeger for 10th in 
the NHL among defenders. He also matched a career-high 
with nine goals. 

This season, Skjei’s numbers are even more impressive. 
He’s currently on pace for 41 points, a number that’s on par 
with 2021-22, but he scored his 10th goal of the season 
Thursday night — the first time at any level he’s hit double-
digit goals. 

So how did Skjei, part of a Hurricanes’ top four that includes 
a future Hall of Famer and two drafted-and-developed 
mainstays, go from often overlooked to a fringe Norris 
candidate? 

The answer is boring — he hasn’t done much different at all. 

“He’s a good player. I think it’s always been there,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You just watch — 
a guy skates as well as he does and works as hard as he 
does, I think that’s just a natural occurrence over time that 
he’s gonna be able to put up numbers. It’s not surprising to 
me.” 

Even Skjei said not much has changed, other than the 
confidence that comes with experience. 

“I feel I’m more confident my shot probably,” he said on 
Wednesday. “The last few summers, I’ve worked with a skills 
coach, not particularly on my shot but just moving with the 
puck and stuff like that. 

“So I feel confident and I think I’ve always had a pretty 
decent shot. Just now I’m finding myself with some pretty 
good opportunities just right in the slot where I feel 
comfortable that I can put the puck in the back of the net. So 
hopefully, I just keep that going.” 

He did on Thursday. After getting about 21 minutes of power-
play time this season alongside defense partner Brett Pesce 
— the rare two-defensemen power play unit in today’s NHL 
— Skjei was handed sole control of quarterbacking one of 
Carolina’s units against the Wild. 

The result? That career-best 10th goal on a wrist shot 
through traffic to give Carolina the lead for good in the 
second period. 

He then factored in on Martin Necas’ third-period goal for the 
first power-play assist of his 185-game Hurricanes career. 

“That’s a goal that I’ve been shooting for a little bit here,” he 
said of reaching double-digit goals. “So it’s nice to hit that, 
and I just want to keep moving forward and keep shooting 
the puck.” 

The last part is music to the Hurricanes’ ears. 

Carolina’s offensive system is predicated on funneling the 
puck to the points for shots, a reason the offseason addition 
of Brent Burns — who has four of the five 300-shot seasons 
by defensemen in the 21st century — made so much sense. 

Burns is again near the top of the league in shots by 
blueliners, ranking behind only Nashville’s Roman Josi and 
Carolina-turned-New Jersey defenseman Dougie Hamilton. 
But Skjei has also become one of the top shot-generators 
from the back end, finishing 20th in the league last season 
with 184 and ranking tied for 16th this year with 101 through 
44 games. 

“I’m sure shot attempts for our team from the back end are 
definitely up there in the league,” Skjei said. “That helps with 
the offense. And then allowing us to get up in the play and 
join the rush — we play with such speed that that allows us 
to get up in the play and it kind of catches teams off guard. 

“The system is great for defensemen. You’ve got to be able 
to skate to play in it, and you’ve got to be able to move and 
defend. But there are opportunities offensively that 
sometimes open up.” 

While the system may benefit defenders in the offensive 
zone, that doesn’t make it easy. As Skjei said, skating is 
essential to playing in Carolina’s attacking style, and the 
system is also not easy for newcomers to pick up. 

That seemed true for Ethan Bear, who struggled to adapt to 
the Hurricanes’ style and was traded to Vancouver after just 
over a season in Raleigh. 

“I think it’s the structure and what the team demands from 
their players system-wise,” Bear said in the preseason of 
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trying to fit in on Carolina’s defense. “I’ve never played on a 
team that plays a system to such a tee as these guys.” 

The amount of time Jaccob Slavin, Skjei and Pesce have in 
the system, coupled with Burns’ career experience, can often 
make what Hurricanes do defensively look easy. But it’s not. 

“I think if you’re just coming to the team, it’s very difficult,” 
Hurricanes assistant coach Tim Gleason said. “We ask a lot 
of the D in terms of getting up, setting gaps, things like that. 
Once we move the puck up from the back end, it’s not a 
breather — we’ve got to get up into the play. 

“So it adds a lot to our offense. I think it’s a big adjustment 
for guys that have not been here. But once they learn it and 
guys have been here for a long time, they understand how 
we operate and how we play. And I think that’s just beneficial 
to the defensemen, the way we play, to add to the offense.” 

Of course, none of that works if the defensemen can’t 
defend, and Skjei and Pesce have proven to be one of the 
consistently best defensive pairings in the league. 

“Playing with Pesh is a big deal, too,” Gleason said of Skjei’s 
success. “One of the best defenders in the league, in my 
opinion. Those two are my kind of go-to (pairing).” 

And as Brind’Amour said, being able to skate well is 
everything in today’s NHL. 

“I think skating has always been a strength of mine as a 
defenseman,” Skjei said. “I think that’s probably your biggest 
asset, just being able to go up and down the ice and be able 
to skate with some of these guys that are some of the best 
skaters in the world. … Obviously, you’ve gotta be smart, 
too.” 

Even if you have the skating skill to keep up, the ability to 
read and react to the game at NHL speeds is probably the 
biggest hurdle for young defensemen — and likely the 
reason why everyone seems to say defensemen mature later 
than players at other positions. 

“The position they play, it’s scrutinized much more,” 
Brind’Amour said. “The forwards come into the league and, if 
you mess up, you still have the D and the goalie to back you 
up. The defensemen make a mistake — the same amount 

that the forwards are — all of a sudden that gets magnified a 
lot more. So it feels like they’re maturing more as they get 
along, but really they’re both doing it at the same rate. Just 
one’s a little more important.” 

Gleason, who was drafted in the first round by Ottawa in 
2001, quickly learned that to break into the league 20 years 
ago it was all about defending in your own end. Gleason 
became known as a rugged defensive defenseman in his 
727-game NHL career. But one upon a time, he had an 
offensive tilt. 

“Believe it or not, I was an offensive D-man in junior,” said 
Gleason, whose 17 goals with the OHL’s Windsor Spitfires in 
the season after he was drafted matched the number of 
goals he wound up scoring in his 11-season NHL career. 
“But when I came into the league it was a different time. … I 
was taught from an early age, 20 to 22 years old, if you don’t 
hit and pin, you’re not going to be here long. 

“So I dialed in on that, (went from) offensive defenseman to a 
totally defensive defenseman. I plugged in here and there, 
but obviously I wasn’t an offensive guy. But it was kind of a 
different mentality at that point. But now it’s totally changed 
where you want your D in the offense, you want them in the 
mix.” 

Skjei, meanwhile, had never really put up big numbers in his 
high school, college or pro career. As a rookie with the 
Rangers in 2016-17, he had 39 points, but his stats dipped 
into the mid-20s in each of the next three seasons until he 
was traded to Carolina for a first-round pick at the 2020 trade 
deadline. 

After just one point in seven games with the Hurricanes 
before the COVID-19 shutdown, Skjei had 10 points in 52 
games in 2020-21. But he has blossomed the last two years 
and is well on his way to the best season of his career — 
good enough to get mentioned with the top defensemen in 
the NHL. 

And if he keeps putting pucks in the net, the number of 
people taking notice is only going to grow. 

“His shot is so good,” Pesce said. “Honestly, I’m surprised he 
hasn’t scored like this throughout his whole career.”
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NHL style power rankings: Seth Jarvis goes NASCAR; William Nylander chooses Dior 

By Rhiannon Walker 

This may easily be my favorite NHL style power ranking so 
far. Why, you ask? There have been a number of examples 
that highlighted the very best of not only hockey, but also 
how people can come together. 

This week’s edition includes a little bit of everything. There’s 
the crossover between the NBA thanks to Utah Jazz guard 
Jordan Clarkson heading into work with his NHL-laden jacket 
that included every franchise. NASCAR also made its way to 
the NHL the last two weeks, including a one-lap race I won’t 
spoil for you all. There are James Bond, Batman and “Peaky 
Blinders” references throughout, too. 

There were a lot of different things that came together to 
make this one of the most interesting two-week stretches 
between rankings. And the winner showed that you can 
easily wear the same thing twice if you know how to dress it 
up. Some people don’t want to be caught wearing anything 
twice, but this player — with all the photos taken of 
professional athletes — displayed no fear in running back an 
element of his attire multiple times. We reward that kind of 
boldness around here. 

10. Andrei Svechnikov 

The 50 shades of blue happening in Svechnikov’s attire is a 
beautiful sight to see. The Carolina Hurricanes winger gives 
us stripped royal blue pants with the baby blue shirt and 
cobalt blue tie tucked away under his dark blue coat. He’s 
also wearing Stan Smith shoes. I’m here to give credit to the 
Hurricanes’ photographer, who captured the photo in such a 
way that Svechnikov looks like he shines bright like a 
diamond. To the photographer: You’re doing amazing. 

9. Kevin Hayes 

Why am I not the least bit surprised that the first time I get to 
discuss this look, it involves a casino night? If the 
Philadelphia Flyers center (on the left) wore a red carnation 
on the lapel of his ivory dinner jacket, then I would have a 
“Diamonds Are Forever” James Bond reference to allude to, 
but it falls just short. Hayes, though, looks as sharp as the 
cinematic hero, and kudos to him for seizing the opportunity. 

8. Tom Wilson 

Welcome back to the style power rankings after a bit of a 
layoff. One of the original best-dressed players in hockey 
made his way back into the top 10 with this simple but 
extremely well-tailored cool gray three-piece suit. Surgery 
after a torn ACL last season might have led to a little rust 
early after returning to the ice on Jan. 8, but the Washington 
Capitals winger hasn’t missed a beat with his fashion sense. 
Of course, this is the cream of the crop in terms of what 
we’ve seen from him in the past, but I consider this an 
appetizer, if you will. I’m looking forward to more of his 
signature fits in the future. 

7. David Pastrňák 

I need the Boston Bruins winger to throw on some beige-
colored shoes to really bring this look all the way. He’s too 
consistent in this ranking — because he clearly enjoys style 

and setting a standard — to not do so. Pastrňák gives us a 
unique color, as usual, with the burnt orange suit. He gives 
another brimmed hat, which he effortlessly pairs to match the 
tie, so I expected to see unique beige shoes. He’s married all 
types of colors, which is part of why I enjoy looking to see 
what he’s offering every two weeks. Seeing that he sets such 
a high bar for himself every time he takes the catwalk, I need 
to review the things that regularly set him apart from the rest 
of the competition. 

6. Elvis Merzļikins 

Look closely at this picture. Zoom in really close. Now, train 
your eyes on the pin on the left lapel of the Columbus Blue 
Jackets goalie and answer me this: Why so serious? If you 
are not a fan (and I am judging) of Christopher Nolan’s 
brilliant movie “Dark Knight,” then the reference may fly over 
your head. When the Joker is turned into one of the gangs 
for the bounty put on him, he asks this question. As one of 
my favorite movies, I not only picked up on what the style 
rankings regular was doing, but I couldn’t let Merzļikins’ 
efforts — including this dark, forest green velvet suit — go to 
waste. 

5. Arber Xhekaj 

The Montreal Canadiens defenseman strolled and leaned 
into this vintage look with his newsboy cap and suit 
emulating wool material. I will spare you all my “Peaky 
Blinders” references since they never wore double-breasted 
suits in the Netflix show and Xhekaj isn’t wearing a pocket 
watch. I’m waiting for the day that a player gives me that 
look, but we’ll see. The dark brown tie with the dark, sandy 
suit is a nice combination. I genuinely wished that Xhekaj’s 
hat also was in the brown family to really tie it all together. 

4. Tage Thompson 

When I first saw Thompson in the Air Jordan 1 Hyper Royal 
sneakers, I was giddy but somewhat confused. The kicks are 
fire — that’s not up for debate. What got me was they didn’t 
really match the gingham suit the Buffalo Sabres star center 
was wearing. I saw some blue in the lining of his jacket and 
figured that had to be the tie-in, but then I read the caption, 
“Business in the front, party in the back,” and clicked the 
slide for the second photo. The blues are different, but the 
shoes made more sense, especially with Thompson not 
wearing his jacket. 

3. Fabian Zetterlund (middle) & Alexander Holtz (right) 

I guess the New Jersey Devils’ wingers forgot to give 
Dawson Mercer (left) the memo about three-piece suit day. 
(I’m kidding!) I do appreciate a friend group that comes in 
well dressed together. What I love about the three-piece 
suits is the cut of the vests; they’re not your traditional cut 
and instead have soft curves. I also like the depth of both 
vests; beyond that, I really like the two different sets of 
materials for each suit. Zetterlund’s (middle) ensemble has a 
clear smoothness to it, and it appears the material is satin, 
while Holtz’s (right) very clearly has a nice texture thanks to 
the checkered plaid pattern in his suit. And then there are the 
colors. The burgundy and royal blue, with black checkered 
throughout, are chef’s kiss. 
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2. Seth Jarvis 

Shout out to the Carolina Hurricanes for leaning all the way 
into their NASCAR Day festivities and getting Jarvis in a 
uniform. If I didn’t know any better, I might have confused 
him for driver versus a center for an NHL team. But showing 
up in a Volkswagen and not exiting through the window, 
unfortunately, gave Jarvis away in this situation. Otherwise, 
between the pose and shades, Carolina almost pulled a fast 
one. 

1. William Nylander 

I’ve been asking the Toronto Maple Leafs for more content 
including the winger because I respect and enjoy his 

impeccable sneaker game. (Seriously, photographer, more 
photos of his kicks, please.) But this time, he stands at the 
top of the rankings for clearly being in all the Christian Dior 
stores. Rapper Pop Smoke famously said, “When it rains, it 
pours,” and Nylander’s bringing all the drip with his pastel- 
and Dior-laden fits. He chose the Dior tie for both his 
lavender suit and his sea green Dior oblique down jacket. I’ll 
admit that the tie gets me as someone in the news, but 
beyond that, I like its versatile usage with something more 
dressed up and dressed down.

 

Bo Horvat trade watch: 8 potential destinations, plus what the Canucks might get in return 

By Harman Dayal 

Bo Horvat has been No. 1 on virtually every NHL trade 
deadline targets list. He’s the biggest name to watch and 
may also be the first big domino to fall. Trade talks have 
reportedly heated up within the last 48 hours and multiple 
national and local insiders have said that Vancouver’s 
captain could get moved sooner rather than closer to the 
March 3 trade deadline. 

With all of this swirling, it’s a good time to analyze potential 
landing spots, what the Canucks could be looking for in a 
package and more. 

What does Horvat bring to the table and what’s the optimal 
team/lineup fit? 

Horvat’s evolved into a high-end finisher and elite goal scorer 
during the last couple of seasons. He’s scoring at a 55-goal 
pace this year — which probably isn’t sustainable given the 
outlier 22.9 percent shooting clip he’s operating at — but he 
also scored at a 36-goal pace last season. 

Horvat’s scoring trajectory is similar to Chris Kreider — 
Kreider could consistently score at a 30ish-goal pace before 
a massive breakout to score 52 last season. That wasn’t 
repeatable but Kreider’s on pace for 36 goals this season. 

Since the 2021 campaign, Horvat ranks 12th among all NHL 
players with 31 power-play goals. He’ll be most valuable to 
teams that need a scoring boost from the bumper spot of 
PP1, where his wicked release has terrorized goalies; if your 
club is already set in that bumper role or has an elite first 
unit, Horvat’s value won’t be quite as strong. 

The 27-year-old centre brings a ton to the table at even 
strength as well. He’s a face-off specialist and was relied on 
by the Canucks for years to absorb tough matchups against 
the other team’s best players. 

One thing to keep in mind: Horvat isn’t the defensive ace that 
some might think. It’s not for a lack of effort, Horvat just isn’t 
gifted with elite defensive awareness. It’s why he’s 
mysteriously never developed into a quality penalty killer (he 
plays shorthanded minutes on the Canucks, but that’s only 
out of necessity and they have the worst PK in the NHL at 
66.9 percent). 

Horvat’s an excellent offensive driver. He’s become a master 
around the blue paint with tips, deflections and rebounds. 
The anticipation he shows in the inner slot, combined with 
his big frame which is tough to box out, is the type of scoring 
style that will translate to the playoffs when time and space 
are at a premium. Horvat’s a proven clutch scorer — he 
tallied 10 goals in 17 games during the Canucks’ bubble run, 
the only time he’s had a chance to perform in the playoffs. 

Horvat isn’t a natural playmaker nor is he very involved at 
carrying the puck up ice like most traditional high-end 
centres, so he’d be an excellent fit on a line with a dynamic 
winger who can handle the puck carrying and setup 
responsibility. He’d also mesh well with big-bodied, battle-
winning forwards on a line that can forecheck and cycle 
teams into oblivion. 

What could the Canucks want in return? 

Jim Rutherford made it clear on Monday’s press conference 
that the Canucks are retooling, not rebuilding. That means 
Vancouver will prioritize landing young players who can step 
into the lineup and contribute soon. Colleagues Thomas 
Drance and Rick Dhaliwal reported last month that 
Vancouver would ideally like to acquire young centres or 
right-shot defenders in that package. 

Dhaliwal has reported that the Canucks have not granted 
permission to teams yet to speak to Horvat’s camp regarding 
a potential extension. The Canucks operated the same way 
during J.T. Miller trade discussions last summer. That could 
be an interesting dynamic because some teams will have to 
self-assess how realistic a Horvat extension is in order to 
justify giving up a massive haul. Any team that acquires 
Horvat will have a natural negotiating edge though, because 
they’ll be able to offer him eight years on an extension as 
opposed to the seven years other clubs will if he makes it to 
the open market, which could mean more total money. 

Horvat’s market value could reasonably be in the $8-million 
cap hit range, if not higher given the torrid scoring pace he’s 
on. For now, he’s on a $5.5 million cap hit which should be 
manageable for most teams to add. 
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Potential destinations 

There are other teams that could very realistically emerge as 
possible destinations, but here are some clubs that should 
be in the mix. 

Carolina Hurricanes: The Canes have failed in the playoffs 
multiple times due to their lack of goal-scoring in key 
moments. Horvat could be the missing piece as a clutch, 
elite finisher. Carolina’s need for a top scorer is even higher 
now that Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles again. 

Horvat would slide in perfectly into the second-line centre 
role. Jesperi Kotkaniemi didn’t show the offensive upside 
necessary to hang there at the start of the season and the 
Hurricanes don’t have many other internal options. Carolina’s 
power-play ranks 26th in the NHL this season so Horvat 
could give a much-needed jolt there and at five-on-five. 

The Canucks should be all over the idea of landing an impact 
player like Seth Jarvis or Martin Necas that can help now, 
but it’s hard to see why Carolina would move either given 
their long-term importance. 

The Hurricanes do boast Scott Morrow, an intriguing 6-foot-2 
right-shot puck moving defenseman with second pair upside. 
He was a second-round pick in 2021 and has performed well 
in the NCAA. A package including Morrow and other 
premium assets could be enticing. 

Boston Bruins: Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci won’t be 
around forever so this could be a golden chance for the 
Bruins. Horvat would give an already-stacked roster a big 
boost in what could be a final year to push for the Cup with 
Bergeron plus long-term help if they’re able to sign him to an 
extension. 

The fit is almost perfect but there are a couple of important 
considerations. 

For starters, do the Bruins have the requisite cap flexibility to 
re-sign Horvat? Boston is projected to have $21.8 million in 
cap space this summer with just 13 players signed according 
to CapFriendly, and that doesn’t even include Pastrnak, 
who’s going to command a massive dollar figure. In other 
words, you could be looking at around $11 million left over 
for Horvat and several other roster spots. It’s doable if you 
move other money around but definitely tight. 

The biggest complication, however, could be the Bruins’ lack 
of assets. Boston’s prospects pool is one of the worst in the 
league, with Fabian Lysell standing out as the club’s only 
blue-chip prospect. Lysell’s an exciting player, having 
notched 21 points in 24 AHL games this season at just 20, 
but he’s a right-winger, which isn’t ideal for the Canucks. The 
Bruins have all their first-round picks intact and Matthew 
Poitras is a centre prospect the Bruins drafted in the second 
round last year. 

Winnipeg Jets: The Western Conference, which was already 
weak to begin with, is as wide open as it’s ever been. 
Colorado’s hampered and doesn’t look the same, Calgary 
and Edmonton have disappointed, St. Louis isn’t in the mix 
anymore and while Vegas started hot, they’ve come back 
down to Earth. New contenders have a chance to take 
advantage and that includes the Jets, who sit second in the 
West behind the Dallas Stars. 

Winnipeg’s set down the middle for now but Pierre-Luc 
Dubois made it clear last summer that he intends to test free 
agency in 2024. All he has to do is go to arbitration or accept 
his qualifying offer this summer to initiate that path. Unless 
there’s been a change of heart, the Jets will need to replace 
Dubois at centre. 

Horvat would check two boxes: He’d give the Jets a chance 
to push for the Cup this season, especially considering the 
weak West, and if he’s willing to re-sign, it would give them a 
chance to trade Dubois at some point down the line without 
skipping a beat. 

Colorado Avalanche: Similar to Carolina, the Avs haven’t 
found the right 2C fit yet. Alex Newhook isn’t ready, and 
while J.T. Compher’s breaking out with an excellent offensive 
season, Colorado could really use another high-end centre. 
Horvat would be the perfect successor for Nazem Kadri. 
He’d fit like a glove in the bumper of the first unit power-play, 
and can you imagine the nightmare that a second line with 
Horvat, Valeri Nichushkin and Gabriel Landeskog would 
pose once those wingers are healthy? 

The Avs may not be able to justify giving up a huge package 
for Horvat given their injuries and uncertain playoff status 
though. Colorado has the assets to complete a trade if they 
wanted — Newhook’s a young centre with potential and they 
still own all their first-round picks, but giving up those kinds of 
pieces might only make sense if they view Horvat as a long-
term fit. The Avs’ cap situation would be tight regarding a 
potential extension. 

Minnesota Wild: No team needs a top centre quite as much 
as the Wild. Bill Guerin’s built a talented, deep roster but 
Sam Steel has spent most of the year centering the first line 
with Kirill Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello. Having Horvat’s 
sharp shooting flanked by two elite playmakers is a 
tantalizing proposition, especially considering his ability to 
bring the size, edge and dirty work for that line. 

Minnesota almost definitely can’t afford Horvat beyond this 
season so he’d be a pure rental. The Wild have a ton of 
attractive prospects — Brock Faber and Carson Lambos are 
standouts among the defensemen and Marat Khusnutdinov 
is an intriguing young centre. 

Seattle Kraken: The Kraken seem like an odd fit on the 
surface — they already score a ton of goals and should be 
set at centre with Matty Beniers and Shane Wright. But 
Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman identified Seattle as a strong 
contender for Horvat’s services if they believe they can 
complete an extension. Daily Faceoff’s Frank Seravalli linked 
Seattle with Horvat as well. 

The Kraken could follow Vegas’ model of chasing success 
and big-name players immediately rather than taking the 
long view to roster building, especially with the way they’re 
surging in a wide-open Western Conference. 

Edmonton Oilers: Edmonton’s top need is on the backend. 
The Oilers don’t seem particularly interested in Jakob 
Chychrun though which doesn’t leave many impact top-four 
defenders. That could create a scenario where the club 
makes a depth acquisition on the blueline and instead 
pushes the big chips in for a player like Horvat. Is that the 
most sensible option? Probably not. Could the Oilers still be 
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interested in Horvat? My Oilers colleague Daniel Nugent-
Bowman seemed to think so. 

Edmonton’s been overly reliant on the big guns to score: 
Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Zach Hyman and Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins have been doing all the heavy lifting with not 
much secondary support. Evander Kane’s return will help 
with that. Acquiring Horvat would give the Oilers the luxury of 
pairing McDavid and Draisaitl together, who are unstoppable 
when on the same line, without worrying about how the 
second and third lines would fare. 

My biggest question: Would the Canucks and their 
ownership group entertain the idea of shipping a captain and 
face of the franchise-type player to a divisional rival like 
Edmonton? 

Detroit Red Wings: By signing Andrew Copp, Ben Chiarot, 
Ville Husso, David Perron and Dominik Kubalik among 
others this offseason, the Red Wings showed an intent to 
take the next step. Their days of bottoming out are over — 
it’s time to accelerate forward. There would obviously be 
zero point in Detroit acquiring Horvat as a rental but he’d 
make some sense if the club was confident they could lock 
him up long-term. Dylan Larkin’s a pending UFA and whether 
he re-signs or not, the Red Wings could use another top-
flight centre. Copp’s filling the 2C spot now but he’s probably 
not a second-line centre on a future contender. 

I wouldn’t pay top price in assets or an extension for Horvat if 
I was in Detroit’s position, especially with Marco Kasper 
arriving soon, but Frank Seravalli has identified the Red 
Wings as a club that has inquired about Horvat.

 

NHL trade deadline 2023: Identifying the biggest need for all 32 teams 

What does your favorite NHL team need at the league’s 
March 3 trade deadline? A star? A bit of depth? To swap 
anything of present value for future assets? 

The Athletic asked its NHL staff this week what they think 
each team needs. Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Another first-round pick: Can Connor Bedard be acquired? 
What, no inter-league trading? Well, until the Ducks take 
their shot in the draft lottery, the next best thing at the 
deadline would be to add another selection in the first round. 
They have to continue building out their core, and it’s good to 
have multiple chances at getting players who could make an 
impact for the next five or 10 years. Trevor Zegras, Jamie 
Drysdale and Mason McTavish were all top-10 selections. 
OHL star Pavel Mintyukov could become a key piece on the 
Ducks’ future blue line. But recent late first-rounders Jacob 
Perreault and Brayden Tracey haven’t progressed. Nathan 
Gaucher, a rangy physical two-way center who went 22nd 
last year, could change that streak. But getting that extra first 
won’t be easy. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

A young asset and/or draft-pick accumulation: The Coyotes’ 
blueprint going forward is clear: Ideally, they’ll have a 
competitive team in place by the time a new building is in 
place, which would then create the revenue streams to pay 
for a playoff contender. Until then, the goal is to move 
players in and out to keep costs low but gain assets for a 
more hopeful someday down the road. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Depth scoring/defense: The best-in-show Bruins have no 
weaknesses. They also have no cap space. As such, they 
might not be able to afford a big-ticket acquisition such as Bo 
Horvat. More realistic adds would be a right wing to play 
some of the shifts the Bruins expected Craig Smith to take. 
They would also be stronger with a depth defenseman, 
preferably a right shot. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Help on defense: Buffalo’s defensive depth has been tested 
this season, and it’s become clear that beyond Rasmus 
Dahlin, Mattias Samuelsson and Owen Power, consistency 
is becoming an issue. A big part of that is the need for 
another experienced player on the blue line. If the Sabres 
don’t want to give up the assets required for someone like 
Jakob Chychrun or Matt Dumba, a veteran like Joel 
Edmundson could fit. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

A scoring winger: General manager Brad Treliving has 
sought out a scoring winger since the opening day of training 
camp. While there’s no shortage of available options ahead 
of the trade deadline, the salary cap could dictate whether 
Treliving can consummate a trade suitable to help his team. 
The Flames could probably use another third-pairing 
defenseman while they’re at it, but, again, their salary-cap 
problems make that hard to enact. — Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

A goal scorer: Thursday’s injury to Max Pacioretty didn’t look 
good, and odds are the six-time 30-goal scorer’s tenure with 
the Hurricanes will end at five games played. That means 
Carolina will need to again address its goal-scoring — the 
reason Pacioretty was acquired in the offseason. Whether 
the team does it by upgrading at second-line center with a 
player like Bo Horvat or by going after a winger like Vladimir 
Tarasenko, the Hurricanes’ needs just became more urgent 
ahead of the deadline. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

An answer from Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews: Kane 
and Toews’ futures are still unknown. Some information is 
expected to come in the next few weeks. Once they state 
their preference to be traded or remain in Chicago through 
the season, general manager Kyle Davidson can begin to 
plan out the deadline and beyond. Kane and Toews are the 
big names, but Davidson may get interest in other players 
and could take on a bad contract or two. — Scott Powers  
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Colorado Avalanche 

A middle-six forward: In an ideal world for the Avalanche, 
they would get a second-line center. They’ve felt Nazem 
Kadri’s absence, especially with all the injuries they’ve dealt 
with. But second-line centers aren’t cheap to acquire, and 
Evan Rodrigues’ strong season means the team could 
consider putting him at 2C when fully healthy. That could 
allow the front office to trade for a slightly cheaper player 
than a standout 2C, such as a middle-six winger. — Peter 
Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Prime draft picks: They have billed this current down cycle as 
a “restart” rather than a full-on “rebuild,” but this dreadful 
season is at least a reminder that these climbs back to 
competitiveness don’t always occur at the desired pace. The 
Blue Jackets are hoping their own first-round pick this 
summer gives them a chance to land one of the special 
players at the top of the draft board. But why stop there? GM 
Jarmo Kekalainen could have three UFAs to trade at the 
deadline: defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov, winger Gustav 
Nyquist and goaltender Joonas Korpisalo. Of those three, 
Gavrikov is most likely to wrest a first-round pick from a 
contender, but Kekalainen would be wise to load up on as 
many early picks as possible in what figures to be a strong 
draft. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

A top-six forward or second-pairing defenseman: This is a 
tougher answer than some would think. The Stars’ biggest 
disappointment of the season has been the second-line right 
wing position so a top-six forward would be the logical 
answer. But the back end has been starved and doesn’t 
have a marquee talent yet, as Nils Lundkvist develops, 
outside of Miro Heiskanen. Dallas needs somebody to not 
just enhance the blue line but to ensure too much isn’t put on 
Heiskanen’s shoulders, to the point he isn’t able to be his 
best self. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Help for the (near) future: Like most sellers, the Red Wings’ 
trade deadline will be judged by how much they can do to 
help their future. Yes, that means draft picks — but not 
exclusively so. If the Red Wings can make a deal that helps 
them get better in the near future, such as for an advanced 
prospect or even NHL player, there’s value in that, especially 
with some key players already in their mid-20s. Last year’s 
acquisition of Jake Walman, who arrived via the Nick Leddy 
trade, is a good example of how this can be done while 
selling. A first-round pick would of course take precedence, 
but if Detroit is choosing between second- and third-round 
picks or prospects and players, there’s a good case for the 
latter. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

An impactful left-side defenseman: The evolution of Philip 
Broberg might change the thinking here, but right now the 
need is someone who can play behind Darnell Nurse. This 
has arguably been the biggest hole on the team since Oscar 
Klefbom’s last game in August 2020, with the exception of 
Duncan Keith last season. Jakob Chychrun checks so many 
boxes, but he didn’t appear to be the right fit for the Oilers. 

Vladislav Gavrikov and Joel Edmundson are of interest. 
— Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Salary cap relief: There aren’t many general managers with a 
tougher cap situation than Bill Zito. In the offseason, plenty of 
money will free up. Now, though, the Panthers are at the limit 
with more than $8 million on long-term injured reserve and at 
least one player, in Anthony Duclair, nearing a return. Florida 
has shown signs of life recently and might be in the market 
for some reinforcements. If it’s Duclair, they’ll need to create 
$3 million in space. Adding anyone else would mean even 
more roster subtractions, though. Tough spot. — Sean 
Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

A left-handed defenseman or goaltender: The Kings have 
seemingly needed to fortify the left side of their unbalanced 
defense forever, and they have consistently been among the 
teams that could land Arizona’s Jakob Chychrun. They’ve 
gotten by nicely using the right-handed Sean Durzi on that 
side, but there are options other than Chychrun to look at as 
well. That said, addressing the situation in net could be as 
important or more so. As great of a rescue effort as Pheonix 
Copley has given L.A., the 30-year-old entered the year as 
the No. 3 and didn’t look too good in Thursday’s loss to 
Dallas, when he was pulled after four goals on 17 shots. With 
Jonathan Quick struggling and Cal Petersen in the minors, 
it’s an area general manager Rob Blake needs to figure out. 
— Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Help for Matt Boldy: After scoring once in 15 games and no 
goals in the previous 11, Boldy finally scored a meaningless 
goal in a 5-2 loss to Carolina on Thursday. He has not 
played well for a while — not only struggling offensively but 
also defensively and coughing up pucks constantly. A lot of it 
is on him, but the Wild need to establish a better second line 
by getting Boldy help either at his opposite wing or at center. 
— Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

A good draft pick: This used to be a first-round draft pick, but 
the Canadiens’ ability to acquire that now seems grim. 
Perhaps Joel Edmundson could provide it, but at worst, the 
Canadiens need additional draft capital no matter how they 
can get it. — Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators 

An impactful forward: The Preds need it because, basically 
across the board, they are getting less production than 
planned from their key forwards. Matt Duchene is way off last 
season’s pace, Filip Forsberg is closer after a recent hot 
streak, and Mikael Granlund and Ryan Johansen are not 
doing enough. That’s not to say the Preds should actually set 
out to trade for an impactful forward — at some point, this 
team needs to be a seller — but that’s the need. A promotion 
for Philip Tomasino from Milwaukee would be one way to 
address this without losing assets. — Joe Rexrode 
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New Jersey Devils 

A scoring winger: Sure, the Devils could look for a bit more 
security in net, long-term. But at the 2023 deadline, their 
focus should be adding another scoring winger into the mix. 
New Jersey has assets to move, and there will be options on 
the market. The splashiest target obviously is Timo Meier, 
but management could look for another player with shooting 
talent below that tier. The idea should be to find a forward 
who can finish his chances to play in the top nine, top six or 
even opposite Jack Hughes on the top line. — Shayna 
Goldman 

New York Islanders 

A goal-scoring winger: What the Islanders need now is the 
same thing they’ve needed for more than a year now — a 
winger who can put the puck in the net. In a perfect world, he 
would also find chemistry with Mathew Barzal, who has been 
playing well in the offensive end but has typically been forced 
to skate with players that just aren’t good enough to create 
consistent offense. Kyle Palmieri’s extended absence and 
Oliver Wahlstrom’s long-term injury have only exacerbated 
this ongoing issue. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Depth: Recent short-term injuries to Chris Kreider and Julien 
Gauthier showed the Rangers forward group can’t really 
absorb any hits to the top 12, whether on the top line 
(Kreider) or the fourth line (Gauthier). Ben Harpur was an 
AHL tryout who’s been solid as the third-pair left defenseman 
but there isn’t much the Rangers can rely on behind him. 
— Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

A right-shot defenseman: The Senators are rolling into next 
season with only Artem Zub and Nikita Zaitsev locked into 
contracts on the right side of their blue line. And considering 
Zaitsev has already been waived this season, it doesn’t feel 
like he’s part of the solution moving forward. So Ottawa 
should be aggressively seeking a right-shot defenseman who 
can ideally come in and play significant minutes. Jacob 
Bernard-Docker appears NHL-ready, but the Senators may 
prefer to ease him into the mix next season. If that’s the 
route they choose, they should be seeking a stable veteran 
on the right side to slide into their group. But given Ottawa’s 
current placement in the standings, the Senators should be 
wary of giving up significant assets for a rental defenseman 
who does not have term beyond this season. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Future assets: While the Flyers’ recent run of eight wins in 11 
games realistically has pulled the Flyers out of the hunt for 
Connor Bedard (at least for now), they’re still nowhere close 
to contending for a championship. This is a team that should 
be loading up on future assets in an attempt to rebuild its 
talent base, and the trade deadline is an opportunity for the 
Flyers to do just that. Selling off expiring contracts (James 
van Riemsdyk, Justin Braun) is a no-brainer, but the Flyers 
would be well served to be more creative than that, with the 
goal of stockpiling picks in the first two rounds of what 
appears to be one of the deepest drafts in years. — Charlie 
O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

A third-line center: Jeff Carter isn’t getting it done as the 
Penguins’ third center, to the point that coach Mike Sullivan 
has occasionally tried Carter as the right wing on that line in 
recent games. Carter might still be of some use in that role, 
but the Penguins are without a capable two-way center to 
suitably sustain a third line, leaving their forward depth with a 
hole and giving them no insurance in case of injury to Sidney 
Crosby or Evgeni Malkin. — Rob Rossi  

San Jose Sharks 

A big return for Timo Meier: The Sharks don’t have to trade 
Meier before the deadline, but doing so would help ensure a 
top pick in the 2023 NHL Draft and likely add at least two 
more young core pieces to build around. General manager 
Mike Grier recently said finding more young dynamic players 
is the organization’s biggest need. Moving Meier could lead 
to another first-round pick and a young NHL player or high-
end prospect to grow with William Eklund, Thomas 
Bordeleau, Filip Bystedt and one of those gems at the top of 
the 2023 class. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

A star forward: The Kraken’s strength is their depth. They 
have scorers on all four lines and on defense. But to build on 
that strength, it would help to have a little star power. Matty 
Beniers will get there, but adding another high-end talent 
would really kick this team up a notch. If Seattle decides to 
add a big piece — and that’s a big if, because this team 
doesn’t have to spend right now — it shouldn’t be a rental 
but someone who can help for years to come. — Shayna 
Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

A pair of first-round picks: If the Blues aren’t going to re-sign 
Ryan O’Reilly and/or Vladimir Tarasenko, they need to move 
them by the deadline, and ideally both players could fetch 
first-round picks. The market may not bear that for a pair of 
31-year-olds who will be coming off injuries, but that should 
be the asking price for the pending unrestricted free agents. 
The picks may not improve the Blues’ roster in the immediate 
future, but assets will be a must if the team decides to go into 
a retool or rebuild. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Bottom six scoring: The Lightning don’t need a lot. They’ve 
got a star-studded core that knows how to win. The best 
goalie in the world. A top-tier defenseman. But what they’ve 
lost over the years due to the success and salary cap is 
depth up front. The deadline could provide some more punch 
offensively for the bottom six — the next Blake Coleman, 
Nick Paul, etc. Depth on defense is another option. — Joe 
Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

A top-nine forward (or, preferably, a top-six one): Calle 
Jarnkrok has been fine as the final piece in the top six. But 
there’s a clear limit on what he can deliver offensively. He 
has a big shot but lacks in the playmaking department. The 
Leafs could look to upgrade that spot specifically — or spring 
for a center like Ryan O’Reilly to boost the top nine as a 
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whole. Also: An argument remains that this team could still 
use a defenseman in the Jake Muzzin mold for playoff time. 
— Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Blue-chip prospects in exchange for Bo Horvat: It’s looking 
far more likely than not that the Canucks won’t be able to re-
sign their captain ahead of the trade deadline. If that’s the 
case, they need to nail whatever package they get in return. 
General manager Jim Rutherford has said that the club 
would prefer young players over draft picks, so the Canucks 
need to find defense or center prospects with high potential. 
— Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

A top-nine winger: The Golden Knights were a little thin on 
the wing even before Mark Stone went down with an upper-
body injury. If he’s going to miss any significant time, they 
desperately need some help on the outside. The question is, 
how much cap space do they have to work with? If Stone 
returns, it leaves Vegas with very little, meaning a depth 
winger who can possibly pitch in some scoring would be 
likely. We don’t have a timeline for Stone’s return yet, but if 
he’s out longer, it could make the Golden Knights a serious 
player for some of the top deadline targets. — Jesse 
Granger 

Washington Capitals 

A big, physical defenseman: The Caps are good in goal and 
flush with depth up front. If there is a weak spot, it’s the lack 
of a big, physical defenseman — a fact underscored by 
Tuesday’s 4-2 loss to Minnesota. The Wild scored three 
goals on screened shots one night after the Islanders got 
one in similar fashion. Could a blueliner like Montreal’s Joel 
Edmundson be the answer? Maybe, but any discussion of 
adding at the deadline must come with the following caveat: 
If John Carlson returns, as hoped, they’ll need to ship out 
salary to add any. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

A playoff-tested, middle-six forward or a high-end 
defenseman: Despite Winnipeg’s long-term needs at center, 
I think Pierre-Luc Dubois, Mark Scheifele and Adam Lowry 
have things well taken care of in the short term. Meanwhile, 
Winnipeg’s top six depends on a rookie, Cole Perfetti, and 
some smaller, skilled forwards like Kyle Connor and Nikolaj 
Ehlers. I think Winnipeg would love to add a wing who can 
offer middle-six quality plus grit and battle-tested experience: 
think Tampa Bay adding Blake Coleman in 2020. Timo Meier 
is the blue-sky target, but he’ll be expensive, both in terms of 
assets and re-signing cost. An even bigger need would be a 
defenseman who can step in and offer top-pair quality, 
whether with Josh Morrissey or on the second pair. Those 
players are rare, and I’m sure the Jakob Chychrun market 
will be hot. — Murat Ates
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Preview: January 21 at New York 

Canes will try to make their second and final trip of the 
season to Long Island as successful as their first 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are in search of 
their fourth win in five games as they take on the New York 
Islanders at UBS Arena. 

When: Thursday, January 21 

Puck Drop: 7:30 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports+ 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 28-9-8 (64 Points, 1st, Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-2 Win over the Minnesota Wild on 
Thursday, January 19 

Islanders Record: 23-19-5 (51 Points, 6th, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Islanders Last Game: 3-2 Loss (OT) to the Buffalo Sabres on 
Thursday, January 19 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

 Saturday, December 10: Pyotr Kochetkov records 
his second NHL shutout, stopping all 16 shots in a 
3-0 victory. 

NEWS & NOTES 

Last Time Out: After going 0/3 on the power play in the first 
period and then allowing the game's first goal to go to 
Minnesota on their very first try, it felt like the Canes were in 
for some tough sledding on Thursday. Instead, they rattled 
off five consecutive goals en route to what would become a 
5-2 victory. Three of the goals came on special teams, 
including Teuvo Teravainen giving the club their seventh 
shorthanded marker of the year. Frederik Andersen turned 
away 29, improving to 3-0 since returning from injury. 

Pacioretty Suffers Another Torn Achilles: Although most of 
the final 30 minutes of Thursday's win went in the favor of 
the Canes, the last 19 seconds did not. Forward Max 
Pacioretty had to be helped off the ice after suffering what 
would be announced as a second torn Achilles in six months. 
The star winger suffered the same injury in August and after 
returning exactly two weeks prior, he now winds up back on 
injured reserve. 

The Real Slim Skjeisy: In more positive news, Brady Skjei 
set a new single-season career-high with his 10th goal on 
Thursday night. Coming in power play fashion, #76 now has 
eight goals since December 1, leading all NHL blueliners. 

Defense From Offense: Skjei's efforts have led the charge in 
Carolina now having the most goals from their defense 
among all 32 teams this season. With 30 markers in 45 
games, the group paces the NHL. 

In Case You Missed It: Rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov 
was reassigned to the Chicago Wolves, American Hockey 
League affiliate of the Canes, on Monday. With Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta now healthy, the objective is for 
the team's 2019 second round selection to get as many 
games under as belt as possible. Rod Brind'Amour said 
Wednesday after practice, "A three-goalie rotation is not best 
for a young kid. We want to get his confidence to that high 
level that it was when he came here." 

Fred Alert: After missing 67 days (November 6 - January 12) 
due to a lower-body injury, Frederik Andersen has returned 
in a major way for Rod Brind'Amour's club. Allowing a total of 
just five goals in three games, #31 looked strong in victories 
over Columbus, Pittsburgh, and Minnesota. 

On The Other Side: The Islanders enter Saturday's contest 
with just two wins in their last 10 games. While All-Star 
goaltender Ilya Sorokin has been outstanding this year, 
touting a .926 SV%, the Isles have struggled to score in front 
of him. Their 2.96 goals per game rank 24th in the NHL, and 
their power play (16.9%) ranks 27th. Mathew Barzal and 
Brock Nelson lead the way for the team with 41 and 40 
points, respectively. 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. He has recently taken 
part in team practices and morning skates since 
December 16 in a no-contact jersey, but there is no 
current timetable for his return. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty was placed on injured 
reserve on Friday. Rod Brind'Amour said following 
practice that the team will know more in a few days. 

 Defenseman Jaccob Slavin did not practice on 
Friday. Brind'Amour said that it was just to give him 
a day off the ice and that he would be traveling with 
the team to New York. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
white sweaters. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The Canes will return to New York post-game and are 
scheduled to have off on Sunday. They'll return to practice 
Monday and Tuesday at Invisalign Arena, before then 
heading to Dallas.
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Pacioretty placed on injured reserve by Hurricanes with torn Achilles 

Forward missed 1st 38 games this season recovering from 
same injury 

Max Pacioretty was placed on injured reserve by the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Friday because of a torn Achilles. 

The forward left in the final minute of a 5-2 win against the 
Minnesota Wild on Thursday. He grabbed his right leg after 
making a pass near the Wild net and required help leaving 
the ice. Pacioretty missed the previous two games with a 
lower-body injury and the first 38 this season while 
recovering from surgery to repair a torn Achilles. He has 
three goals in five games. 

"He's not in very good spirits. He's getting checked out 
today," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said earlier 
Friday. "He knows we're all thinking of him, but that doesn't 
really do much. We don't know exactly what has happened, 
but I know it doesn't look good. We will know more in the 
next few days," 

Pacioretty, who was acquired in a trade with the Vegas 
Golden Knights on July 13, had 37 points (19 goals, 18 
assists) in 39 games last season. The 34-year-old is a six-
time 30-goal scorer. 

"It put a damper on the win a little bit after seeing how much 
work he's put into this point," Carolina defenseman Brady 
Skjei said after the game Thursday. "Just thinking about him 
right now and just really tough to see." 

Selected by the Montreal Canadiens in the first round (No. 
22) of the 2007 NHL Draft, Pacioretty has 645 points (326 
goals, 319 assists) in 855 regular-season games with the 
Hurricanes, Golden Knights and Canadiens and 49 points 
(25 goals, 24 assists) in 74 Stanley Cup Playoff games. 

The Hurricanes visit the New York Islanders on Saturday 
(7:30 p.m. ET; MSGSN, BSSO, ESPN+, SN NOW).

 

 

New York takes losing streak into game against Carolina 

Carolina Hurricanes (28-9-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. New York Islanders (23-19-4, sixth in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

Elmont, New York; Saturday, 7:30 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The New York Islanders enter a matchup 
with the Carolina Hurricanes after losing three straight 
games. 

New York is 23-19-4 overall with a 9-4-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division games. The Islanders have gone 21-5-
2 when scoring three or more goals. 

Carolina is 28-9-8 overall with a 12-3-1 record against the 
Metropolitan Division. The Hurricanes are 24-4-4 when 
scoring at least three goals. 

Saturday’s game is the third meeting between these teams 
this season. The Islanders won 6-2 in the last matchup. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Anders Lee has 15 goals and 15 
assists for the Islanders. Mathew Barzal has scored three 
goals with two assists over the past 10 games. 

Andrei Svechnikov has 19 goals and 18 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Brady Skjei has four goals and three assists over 
the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Islanders: 2-5-3, averaging two goals, 3.5 
assists, 2.9 penalties and 5.8 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.8 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 3.6 goals, six assists, 4.7 
penalties and 10.5 penalty minutes while giving up 2.7 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Islanders: Adam Pelech: out (upper body), Kyle 
Palmieri: out (upper body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: 
out (hip/back).
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Hurricanes’ Pacioretty suffers 2nd Achilles tendon tear 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Carolina Hurricanes winger Max 
Pacioretty has suffered a second tear of his right Achilles 
tendon, the team said Friday. 

Pacioretty was placed on injured reserve after he was hurt 
late in the third quarter of Thursday night’s win over 
Minnesota. 

Players placed on IR must sit out a minimum of seven days, 
but this injury will almost certainly end Pacioretty’s season. 
The 34-year-old had surgery over the summer after the initial 
tear of his right Achilles tendon. 

Pacioretty went down with 19.3 seconds left in the game 
while he had control of the puck near the goal and the 

boards. He pulled up as he tried to change directions and 
grabbed at the back of his lower right leg. 

He had to be helped to the locker room while putting no 
weight on the leg. 

“Not in very good spirits, as you know,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of Pacioretty on Friday. “He’s getting 
checked out today. ... It’s kind of what you would expect.” 

The Hurricanes acquired Pacioretty from Vegas in a July 
trade in hopes of him filling a need as a wing scoring option. 
He made his season debut on Jan. 5 and played five games 
for Carolina, scoring three goals.

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes' Max Pacioretty put on IR with torn Achilles 

By Ryan S. Clark  

Carolina Hurricanes veteran winger Max Pacioretty was 
placed on injured reserve with a torn Achilles tendon in his 
right foot, the team announced Friday. 

The team did not give a timetable for his return to the lineup. 

It is the same right Achilles tendon that Pacioretty tore last 
season and required offseason surgery after he was traded 
to the Hurricanes from the Vegas Golden Knights. He had 
the procedure in August and was out of the lineup for six 
months. 

Pacioretty, 34, suffered the noncontact injury with 19.3 
seconds remaining in Thursday's 5-2 victory against the 
Minnesota Wild at PNC Arena. The Canes were on the 
power play when Pacioretty, who had the puck, was on the 
side of the net and made a quick cut in an attempt to find 
space. His right leg immediately went in the air before he hit 
the ice. 

He was treated by the team's athletic training staff before 
being escorted back to the bench by teammates. Pacioretty 
didn't place any weight on his right leg or foot. 

"Not in very good spirits, as you know,'' Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said Friday of Pacioretty. 

The injury comes a little more than two weeks after 
Pacioretty made his season debut. He had three goals in five 
games for the Canes, who entered Friday atop the 
Metropolitan Division by two points over the New Jersey 
Devils. 

Even though they have one of the strongest records in the 
league, goals have been something of a challenge for the 
Hurricanes. They entered Friday leading the NHL in shots on 
goal while also being second in both scoring chances per 60 
and high danger chances per 60, per Natural Stat Trick. 

Carolina is tied for 15th in goals while also ranking 15th with 
3.18 goals per game. 

Pacioretty has scored at least 30 goals six times in his 
career. Coming into Friday, the Hurricanes had six players 
with more than 10 goals and eight players with more than 20 
points.
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Bo Horvat Draws Growing Interest in the NHL Trade Market 

The trade rumors and speculation on Vancouver Canucks 
captain Bo Horvat ramped up after Jim Rutherford's press 
conference on Monday. What's the latest? 

By Lyle Richardson 

Vancouver Canucks hockey operations president Jim 
Rutherford hinted on Monday that some potentially 
unpopular changes could be coming to his struggling roster. 
That prompted speculation that he was referring to pending 
free agent center Bo Horvat. 

TSN's Pierre LeBrun reported the Canucks have spoken with 
pretty much every contender about their high-scoring 
captain. That includes the Carolina Hurricanes, though they 
don't usually spend high on potential playoff rentals. He 
indicated the Canucks seek a young center as part of a 
multi-asset return, but the Hurricanes won't part with Martin 
Necas. 

The Athletic's Eric Duhatschek and Michael Russo 
mentioned the Boston Bruins, along with the Hurricanes and 
Colorado Avalanche, as potential fits for Horvat. Boston 

Hockey Now's Jimmy Murphy cited an NHL source claiming 
discussions between the Bruins and Canucks had picked up 
recently. 

Murphy's source believes a potential Bruins trade package 
for Horvat would have to include top prospect Fabian Lysell 
and a first-round pick. He also included the Detroit Red 
Wings and Seattle Kraken among those with a potential 
interest in the Canucks star.  

Vegas Hockey Now's Owen Krepps suggested the possibility 
of the Golden Knights getting into the bidding for Horvat. 
Vegas captain Mark Stone is week-to-week with an upper-
body injury, prompting Krepps to suggest they could free up 
$9.5 million if Stone ends up on long-term injury reserve 
before the March 3 trade deadline. 

Meanwhile, Postmedia's Michael Traikos included the New 
York Rangers, New York Islanders, Los Angeles Kings and 
Pittsburgh Penguins as possible trade partners. He 
wondered if an offer of a first-round pick, a high-end prospect 
and a young NHL player would be too much or not enough 
for Horvat.

 

Hurricanes' Max Pacioretty Tears Achilles, Placed on Injured Reserve 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Max Pacioretty has been placed 
on injured reserve after tearing his Achilles. 

By Mike Stephens 

Terrible news for one of the league's most respected veteran 
players.  

The Carolina Hurricanes announced on Friday evening that 
forward Max Pacioretty has suffered a torn Achilles and has 
been placed on injured reserve after undergoing an MRI.  

The injury occurred late in the third period of the Hurricanes' 
5-2 win over the Minnesota Wild on Thursday night. It was 
the same ailment that kept Pacioretty out of the lineup for the 

first half of the 2022-23 season. He scored three goals in five 
games for the Hurricanes after making his season debut on 
Jan. 5.  

In total, Pacioretty has managed to play in just 92 regular 
season games since the 2020-21 season.  

The 34-year-old was dealt to Carolina in July of 2022 by the 
Vegas Golden Knights and had previously racked up an 
impressive 19 goals and 37 points in 39 games during the 
2021-22 season.  

Pacioretty is currently in the final year of a four-year contract 
that pays him $7 million per season.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 21, 2023 

 

 

 

About Last Night: A good team win 

Despite a sour note to end the night, the Carolina Hurricanes 
had a great team win Thursday against the Minnesota Wild.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes returned to the ice after a few days 
off with a win Thursday night, as the Canes beat the 
Minnesota Wild 5-2 in a strong teamwide effort.  

Five different players scored for the Hurricanes in the game, 
while Frederik Andersen played another fantastic game 
between the pipes since returning from injury.  

There was a lot of good — and some misfortune — for the 
Canes, but it was a good strong team win by a good strong 
team.  

About last night: 

Freddie’s back 

Since making his return to the ice last week, Canes’ top 
netminder Frederik Andersen has been absolutely dynamite.  

Against the Wild Thursday, he made 29 saves on 31 shots 
faced. In his three games back, Andersen has 21, 34 and 29 
saves, with a .944 save percentage and no more than two 
goals allowed in any game.  

Thursday, Andersen was on his absolute A-game. He 
stopped six of seven high-danger chances faced, and he 
made some really excellent saves in a pretty commanding 
win over the Wild.  

The Hurricanes more than survived Andersen’s absence — 
thanks to the play of Pyotr Kochetkov — but Andersen also 
is an experienced, veteran goaltender who has been nothing 
but great so far with the Hurricanes.  

To get a top goalie back at this point in the season, with the 
team already playing as well as it is, has been another big 
boost for the Canes. It’s great to see that Andersen hasn’t 
missed a beat.  

Jalen Chatfield, goal scorer 

A month ago, Jalen Chatfield had zero career goals.  

Just 16 days ago, Chatfield had one career goal.  

Just over a week ago, he had two career goals.  

But suddenly, Jalen Chatfield has five career goals after 
scoring three times in the Hurricanes’ last four games and 
four times in the last eight.  

On Thursday, Chatfield was one of five goal scorers for the 
Hurricanes, bumping a 3-1 Carolina lead to 4-1 with a snipe 
early on in the third period.  

Chatfield has been well regarded and talked about by the 
team and fans alike for his abilities as a defensemen over 
the past two years, but suddenly he’s adding another 
dynamic to the team and his game.  

Obviously Chatfield isn’t going to be a huge goal scorer, and 
his recent streak of finding the back of the net doesn’t mean 
he’s suddenly going to turn into Ray Bourque. But it’s still fun 
to see for a guy who has done a ton of work to get to this 
stage and is making the most of it.  

A sour end 

As much fun as Thursday night’s game was for the 
Hurricanes, it ended in one of the worst ways imaginable.  

In the final moments of the game, forward Max Pacioretty 
made a cut and immediately couldn’t put weight on his right 
leg.  

For Pacioretty, who has only played in five games this 
season after tearing his Achilles, the injury didn’t look good. 
Speculation is dangerous — and here’s hoping for the best 
— but the tone of the team after the game also wasn’t 
promising.  

If Pacioretty is done, which feels like a strong possibility, it’s 
a massive sting to both the player and the Hurricanes.
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Pacioretty re-injures Achilles, more than likely to miss remainder of season 

Just two weeks after returning to game action following a 
lengthy recovery from surgery to repair the torn Achilles, 
Pacioretty re-injured it Thursday night against the Minnesota 
Wild. 

By Ryan Henkel 

In a brutal turn of events, it was confirmed that Max 
Pacioretty tore his right Achilles tendon — the same one that 
he had torn four months prior during offseason training — 
after the team announced he was put on IR Friday night. 

While the writing was on the wall following the grim mood in 
Carolina’s locker room Thursday night, an MRI Friday 
confirmed that the beleaguered winger had torn the same 
Achilles that he had had surgically repaired in the offseason. 

With just 19 seconds remaining in the game against the 
Minnesota Wild on Thursday, Pacioretty made a sudden 
stop, took one step and then immediately reached down 
towards his lower leg.  

Pacioretty had been well ahead of schedule in his recovery, 
and after having been cleared by all valid parties, he 
returned to game action in just about four months. Nobody 
could have predicted this is how it would all end though. 

The re-injure rates for Achilles ruptures is extremely low, but 
it seems that the odds just weren’t in Pacioretty’s favors and 
it’s just a huge blow not only to the team, but also to 
Pacioretty the person. 

To work that hard in your recovery and then to actually make 
it back and play some games just for it all to be ripped away 
again has to leave such a hollow feeling. 

Pacioretty appeared in five games for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, scoring three goals, and the inevitable questions 
of what could have been surround him, as he felt like the 
perfect fit for what the Canes needed. 

Now Pacioretty will begin an even lengthier recovery 
process, with a second surgery still to come, and hopefully 
he will be able to come back stronger than ever. 

But it won’t be this season.  

Although the team hasn’t yet announced that he will miss the 
remainder of the season, the odds of him playing again this 
year are virtually non-existent. 

So for the Hurricanes, the search now begins to find a player 
before the trade deadline that can help alleviate the blow. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Jan. 20, 2023 

PACIORETTY SUFFERS TORN ACHILLES 

Forward placed on injured reserve 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that forward Max Pacioretty 
suffered a torn Achilles in the third period of the Hurricanes’ 
5-2 win against the Minnesota Wild on Thursday. Pacioretty 
has been placed on injured reserve. 

Pacioretty, 34, scored three goals in five games with 
Carolina this season, making his Hurricanes debut on Jan. 5 
against Nashville. The 6’2”, 214-pound forward was acquired 
by the Hurricanes along with defenseman Dylan Coghlan 
from the Vegas Golden Knights in exchange for future 
considerations on July 13, 2022. Pacioretty has recorded 
645 points (326g, 319a) in 855 career NHL games with 
Montreal, Vegas and Carolina. The New Canaan, Conn., 
native has represented the United States at the 2008 IIHF 
World Junior Championship, 2014 Olympics and 2016 World 
Cup of Hockey. Pacioretty was selected by Montreal in the 
first round, 22nd overall, of the 2007 NHL Draft.
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Carolina Hurricanes @ New York Islanders: Game Preview 

The show, indeed, must go on.  

By Sarah.A  

Carolina Hurricanes (28-9-8) @ New York Islanders (23-19-
5) 

2022-23 Regular Season — Game 46 
Saturday, January 21, 2023 — 7:30 pm ET 

UBS Arena — Elmont, NY 
Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Lighthouse Hockey  

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

It’s been a bit of a back-and-forth and wild ride lately, in more 
ways than one. The Carolina Hurricanes are still digesting 
the news about Max Pacioretty’s injury — what that means 
for the team going forward, what that means for the trade 
deadline, and what that means for Pacioretty himself, who’s 
battled significant injuries throughout his career.  

Despite all of that, there’s still a hockey game to be played. 
The Hurricanes have headed north to take on a division rival 
in the New York Islanders. This will be the third of four 
meetings with the Islanders this season; the Hurricanes lost 
their first meeting by a score of 6-2 but came away with a 
shutout win last month on the road.  

The Islanders themselves have lost three straight games and 
eight of their last ten, so things aren’t exactly all good on 

Long Island. Their only wins have been against the Montreal 
Canadiens and Vancouver Canucks, not exactly the cream 
of the crop of the NHL, and it’s not just that the Islanders are 
losing — they’re losing games that they should have won.  

In four of their five most recent losses, they surrendered a 
lead en route to that loss.  

The Hurricanes are coming into town to face an Islanders 
team who is struggling for confidence right now. While the 
Hurricanes are in a great place in terms of the standings, 
coming away with a win will at least help lift the team’s spirits 
after learning about Pacioretty’s fate. 

Game Notes 

 Starting slow seems to be a bit of a theme for the 
Islanders. They’ve got 32 first period goals this 
season, but jump up to 53 second period goals, and 
51 in the third period.  

 Here’s a bit of hockey weirdness for you — the 
Islanders are just nine for 68 on the power play at 
home — that puts them 31st in the league. 

 More weirdness: The Islanders have 68 power play 
attempts at home — and 68 on the road.  

 The Islanders home penalty kill is pretty solid 
though: they’ve allowed just six goals on 59 
attempts, the best home record in the league.  

 The Hurricanes currently lead the league in goals 
from defensemen, with 30 goals over 45 games 
played. The Islanders aren’t far behind; they’re fifth 
in defenseman goals, with 27 in 47 games played.
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Hurricanes’ worst fears confirmed: Max Pacioretty has torn Achilles, 
again 

 

Associated Press4-5 minutes 20/01/2023 

 

Test results Friday confirmed Max Pacioretty tore his right Achilles 
tendon Thursday night, two weeks after the Carolina Hurricanes forward 
returned to action after suffering the same injury in August. 

Pacioretty grabbed at his right leg after suffering a non-contact injury 
pivoting next to the net with 19.2 seconds to go in the 5-2 win over the 
Minnesota Wild and had to be helped off the ice by Brent Burns and 
trainer Doug Bennett. An MRI exam on Friday confirmed the injury, 
according to a source with knowledge of Pacioretty’s care, and he is 
expected to miss the remainder of the season. The team later announced 
the diagnosis in a press release. 

“He’s not in very good spirits, as you know,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the team’s Friday practice. “He’s getting checked 
out today, as we speak. It’s just kind of what you would expect. What are 
you going to say? He knows we’re all thinking of him but that doesn’t do 
much. We don’t know exactly what happened but it doesn’t look good. 
We’ll know more in the next few days.” 

Earlier Friday, the team placed Pacioretty on injured reserve. He scored 
three goals in his five games with the Hurricanes, who acquired him from 
the cap-strapped Vegas Golden Knights for future considerations. He 
had just arrived in Raleigh in August when he tore the Achilles during an 
off-ice workout, but had minimally invasive surgery to repair the tendon 
and was able to make his debut with the team on January 5 after 
finishing his rehabilitation ahead of schedule. The 33-year-old will be an 
unrestricted free agent after the season. 

The Hurricanes practiced without Pacioretty and Jaccob Slavin at 
Invisalign Arena before heading north to play the New York Islanders on 
Saturday. Slavin left Thursday’s 5-2 win over the Minnesota Wild with 
less than four minutes to go. Brind’Amour said Slavin will make the trip 
with the team. 

“We just gave (Slavin) a little time today,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t think 
he felt 100 percent after the game. So we gave him a little time today.” 

After the initial injury, the Hurricanes saw Pacioretty as their main trade-
deadline addition, a proven NHL goal-scorer who could help them in the 
postseason after last year’s offensive woes. With Pacioretty’s $7 million 
cap hit off the books, they now have the opportunity and obligation to 
explore other options ahead of the March 3 trade deadline. 

News Observer LOADED: 01.21.2023 
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Hurricanes’ Brady Skjei has gone from often overlooked to Norris Trophy 
candidate 

 

Cory Lavalette8-11 minutes 20/01/2023 

 

Adam Fox, Hampus Lindholm, Erik Karlsson, Rasmus Dahlin, Cale 
Makar and … Brady Skjei. 

The latest awards watch update by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn 
listed the Carolina defenseman as No. 9 in his list of Norris Trophy 
candidates. 

Luszczyszyn’s Game Score Value Added (GSVA) statistical formula — 
which is how he ranked the Hart, Norris and Calder races — also puts 
Skjei as having one of the best contracts in the NHL, listing him with a 
market value of $11 million, $5.8 million over his $5.3 million salary. 

Skjei is also putting up the best numbers of his career over the last two 
seasons. Last year, he was third in points among Carolina defensemen, 
but all 39 of them came at even strength, tied with Fox and MacKenzie 
Weeger for 10th in the NHL among defenders. He also matched a 
career-high with nine goals. 

This season, Skjei’s numbers are even more impressive. He’s currently 
on pace for 41 points, a number that’s on par with 2021-22, but he 
scored his 10th goal of the season Thursday night — the first time at any 
level he’s hit double-digit goals. 

So how did Skjei, part of a Hurricanes’ top four that includes a future Hall 
of Famer and two drafted-and-developed mainstays, go from often 
overlooked to a fringe Norris candidate? 

The answer is boring — he hasn’t done much different at all. 

“He’s a good player. I think it’s always been there,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “You just watch — a guy skates as well as he 
does and works as hard as he does, I think that’s just a natural 
occurrence over time that he’s gonna be able to put up numbers. It’s not 
surprising to me.” 

Even Skjei said not much has changed, other than the confidence that 
comes with experience. 

“I feel I’m more confident my shot probably,” he said on Wednesday. 
“The last few summers, I’ve worked with a skills coach, not particularly on 
my shot but just moving with the puck and stuff like that. 

“So I feel confident and I think I’ve always had a pretty decent shot. Just 
now I’m finding myself with some pretty good opportunities just right in 
the slot where I feel comfortable that I can put the puck in the back of the 
net. So hopefully, I just keep that going.” 

He did on Thursday. After getting about 21 minutes of power-play time 
this season alongside defense partner Brett Pesce — the rare two-
defensemen power play unit in today’s NHL — Skjei was handed sole 
control of quarterbacking one of Carolina’s units against the Wild. 

The result? That career-best 10th goal on a wrist shot through traffic to 
give Carolina the lead for good in the second period. 
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He then factored in on Martin Necas’ third-period goal for the first power-
play assist of his 185-game Hurricanes career. 

“That’s a goal that I’ve been shooting for a little bit here,” he said of 
reaching double-digit goals. “So it’s nice to hit that, and I just want to 
keep moving forward and keep shooting the puck.” 

The last part is music to the Hurricanes’ ears. 

Carolina’s offensive system is predicated on funneling the puck to the 
points for shots, a reason the offseason addition of Brent Burns — who 
has four of the five 300-shot seasons by defensemen in the 21st century 
— made so much sense. 

Burns is again near the top of the league in shots by blueliners, ranking 
behind only Nashville’s Roman Josi and Carolina-turned-New Jersey 
defenseman Dougie Hamilton. But Skjei has also become one of the top 
shot-generators from the back end, finishing 20th in the league last 
season with 184 and ranking tied for 16th this year with 101 through 44 
games. 

“I’m sure shot attempts for our team from the back end are definitely up 
there in the league,” Skjei said. “That helps with the offense. And then 
allowing us to get up in the play and join the rush — we play with such 
speed that that allows us to get up in the play and it kind of catches 
teams off guard. 

“The system is great for defensemen. You’ve got to be able to skate to 
play in it, and you’ve got to be able to move and defend. But there are 
opportunities offensively that sometimes open up.” 

While the system may benefit defenders in the offensive zone, that 
doesn’t make it easy. As Skjei said, skating is essential to playing in 
Carolina’s attacking style, and the system is also not easy for newcomers 
to pick up. 

That seemed true for Ethan Bear, who struggled to adapt to the 
Hurricanes’ style and was traded to Vancouver after just over a season in 
Raleigh. 

“I think it’s the structure and what the team demands from their players 
system-wise,” Bear said in the preseason of trying to fit in on Carolina’s 
defense. “I’ve never played on a team that plays a system to such a tee 
as these guys.” 

The amount of time Jaccob Slavin, Skjei and Pesce have in the system, 
coupled with Burns’ career experience, can often make what Hurricanes 
do defensively look easy. But it’s not. 

“I think if you’re just coming to the team, it’s very difficult,” Hurricanes 
assistant coach Tim Gleason said. “We ask a lot of the D in terms of 
getting up, setting gaps, things like that. Once we move the puck up from 
the back end, it’s not a breather — we’ve got to get up into the play. 

“So it adds a lot to our offense. I think it’s a big adjustment for guys that 
have not been here. But once they learn it and guys have been here for a 
long time, they understand how we operate and how we play. And I think 
that’s just beneficial to the defensemen, the way we play, to add to the 
offense.” 

Of course, none of that works if the defensemen can’t defend, and Skjei 
and Pesce have proven to be one of the consistently best defensive 
pairings in the league. 

“Playing with Pesh is a big deal, too,” Gleason said of Skjei’s success. 
“One of the best defenders in the league, in my opinion. Those two are 
my kind of go-to (pairing).” 

And as Brind’Amour said, being able to skate well is everything in today’s 
NHL. 

“I think skating has always been a strength of mine as a defenseman,” 
Skjei said. “I think that’s probably your biggest asset, just being able to 
go up and down the ice and be able to skate with some of these guys 
that are some of the best skaters in the world. … Obviously, you’ve gotta 
be smart, too.” 

Even if you have the skating skill to keep up, the ability to read and react 
to the game at NHL speeds is probably the biggest hurdle for young 
defensemen — and likely the reason why everyone seems to say 
defensemen mature later than players at other positions. 

“The position they play, it’s scrutinized much more,” Brind’Amour said. 
“The forwards come into the league and, if you mess up, you still have 
the D and the goalie to back you up. The defensemen make a mistake — 
the same amount that the forwards are — all of a sudden that gets 
magnified a lot more. So it feels like they’re maturing more as they get 
along, but really they’re both doing it at the same rate. Just one’s a little 
more important.” 

Gleason, who was drafted in the first round by Ottawa in 2001, quickly 
learned that to break into the league 20 years ago it was all about 
defending in your own end. Gleason became known as a rugged 
defensive defenseman in his 727-game NHL career. But one upon a 
time, he had an offensive tilt. 

“Believe it or not, I was an offensive D-man in junior,” said Gleason, 
whose 17 goals with the OHL’s Windsor Spitfires in the season after he 
was drafted matched the number of goals he wound up scoring in his 11-
season NHL career. “But when I came into the league it was a different 
time. … I was taught from an early age, 20 to 22 years old, if you don’t hit 
and pin, you’re not going to be here long. 

“So I dialed in on that, (went from) offensive defenseman to a totally 
defensive defenseman. I plugged in here and there, but obviously I 
wasn’t an offensive guy. But it was kind of a different mentality at that 
point. But now it’s totally changed where you want your D in the offense, 
you want them in the mix.” 

Skjei, meanwhile, had never really put up big numbers in his high school, 
college or pro career. As a rookie with the Rangers in 2016-17, he had 
39 points, but his stats dipped into the mid-20s in each of the next three 
seasons until he was traded to Carolina for a first-round pick at the 2020 
trade deadline. 

After just one point in seven games with the Hurricanes before the 
COVID-19 shutdown, Skjei had 10 points in 52 games in 2020-21. But he 
has blossomed the last two years and is well on his way to the best 
season of his career — good enough to get mentioned with the top 
defensemen in the NHL. 

And if he keeps putting pucks in the net, the number of people taking 
notice is only going to grow. 

“His shot is so good,” Pesce said. “Honestly, I’m surprised he hasn’t 
scored like this throughout his whole career.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.21.2023 
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Islanders struggling entering tough test against Hurricanes 

 

Ethan Sears3-3 minutes 1/21/2023 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are not the team to face amid a losing streak, 
but that’s what the Islanders have to do Saturday night at UBS Arena. 

January was always going to be a testing month for the Islanders and 
with five games left in the eight days before the All-Star break, they are 
flunking. Their struggles, however, began earlier than that, on Dec. 10 
when the Hurricanes (who else?) walked into UBS Arena and shut the 
Islanders down, 3-0. 

“We weren’t able to sustain pressure because we couldn’t get by them 
enough and get in their zone to create that, and when we did, they did a 
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decent job,” Anders Lee said that night. “We had some looks, but you 
gotta have more, we gotta have a higher quantity there, too.” 

“They were on top of us,” coach Lane Lambert said. “They had an 
answer for everything that we tried to do.” 

At the time, with the Islanders sitting at 17-12-0, it didn’t seem like cause 
for alarm. In retrospect, those words sound like a familiar refrain to the 
issues that have plagued the Islanders since then. 

Struggles to break out of the zone. Issues creating high-danger looks. 
Feeling overmatched by elite speed. That has been the story of just 
about every loss since then, and there have been seven in regulation and 
five in overtime. 

Oh, and injuries. The Islanders are still missing Adam Pelech, who got 
hurt just four days before that Dec. 10 game, and Kyle Palmieri, who 
went down on Nov. 21 and returned briefly on Dec. 16, but hasn’t been 
seen since sustaining a hit from Arizona’s Nick Ritchie in that game. 

They’re also without Oliver Wahlstrom indefinitely. Cal Clutterbuck 
(upper-body) and Hudson Fasching (lower-body) are both question 
marks for Saturday after being declared day-to-day following the 3-2 
overtime loss to the Sabres on Thursday. 

Carolina, which leads the Metropolitan Division with a 27-9-8 record and 
has gotten points in each of its last four games, allows just 2.67 goals per 
game. That’s not good for the Islanders, whose scoring average has 
fallen below three goals per 60 minutes with this recent slide. 

“We are all grown men, we’re professionals and we have to move on,” 
Lambert said following the loss Thursday. “We’re in the business of being 
ready for the next game.” 
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Ilya Sorokin single-handedly keeping Islanders in playoff hunt 

 

Ethan Sears4-5 minutes 1/20/2023 

 

It was only right that the NHL announced Ilya Sorokin would be an All-
Star just as the third period of the Islanders-Sabres game Thursday was 
in its waning moments. There might be no other game this season that 
so perfectly encapsulates both what Sorokin has done for the Islanders 
and what the team has failed to do for him. 

In the 3-2 overtime loss to Buffalo, Sorokin essentially kept the Islanders 
in the game all on his own. He stopped 12 high-danger shots, made 42 
total saves and built a highlight reel over 60 minutes. The Islanders had a 
1-0 lead after a first period in which they were out-chanced 20-5. They 
got a point in a game in which the expected goals count read 4.51 to 
2.72. That’s all Sorokin. 

The All-Star nod is undoubtedly deserved, and the votes he’ll eventually 
get for the Vezina Trophy will be, too. As the Islanders have turned the 
page into disaster this month, Sorokin has been the only thing keeping 
them in the playoff race. Since Dec. 17, Sorokin has started 13 games — 
all but two — and has a .934 save percentage. The Islanders, in those 
games, are 5-4-4, simply unable to back up what might be the best 
goaltending in the league. 

If the Islanders fail to make the playoffs, it may well cost Sorokin the 
Vezina. Not that anyone would expect him to care. 

Following the game Thursday, Sorokin said he made the KHL All-Star 
Game five times while in Russia. Then he said he couldn’t remember the 
format of that event. 

Asked about spending All-Star weekend with Igor Shesterkin, his close 
friend and one of the selections from the Rangers, Sorokin said: “I don’t 
think about this. Thanks again for our fans who vote for me. So that’s it.” 

Sorokin’s demeanor is one of total focus. 

“He obviously deserves it,” Matt Martin said, upon learning Sorokin made 
the All-Star team. “He’s one of the top goaltenders in the league and 
we’re very fortunate to have him here. 

“Tonight was more of the same that we’ve seen all season. Just steady in 
net. When we do have breakdowns, he generally swallows them up for 
us and makes it look easy when he does it. We’re blessed to not only 
have him but two goalies back there [Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov] 
who cover up for our mistakes as often as they do.” 

Sorokin has played 35 games, tied for the league lead among 
goaltenders, and has saved 24.1 goals above expected, per MoneyPuck. 
That amounts to .725 expected goals per 60 minutes that Sorokin has 
erased, an accounting which seems to understate his impact. 

Lately, it has felt as though the 27-year-old Russian is the only thing 
standing between the Islanders and the Connor Bedard sweepstakes. 
That they still have a chance at the playoffs, glum as that chance may 
seem on the heels of seven losses in eight games, is a testament to just 
how strong their goaltending has been. 

“He’s probably the most deserving, especially,” Brock Nelson, the 
Islanders’ other selection for All-Star weekend, said Thursday. 
“Especially I think a night like tonight just proves his worth, his value to 
us. He gives us a chance if we’re not at our best to still win games. Well-
deserved for him.” 

It’s a chance the Islanders have far too often failed to make the most of. 
The loss Thursday wasn’t quite so frustrating as home losses to Boston 
or Washington earlier in the week, but that is damning it with faint praise. 

The Islanders have the sort of goaltending that most teams would kill to 
get. 

They just seem to take advantage of it. 
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Islanders alumni gather for reunion dinner as part of 50-year anniversary 
celebrations 

 

By Denis P. GormanSpecial to NewsdayUpdated January 20, 2023 9:43 
pm3-4 minutes 1/20/2023 

 

There was Bob Nystrom, standing by the floor-to-ceiling window of a 
Brooklyn restaurant underneath the Brooklyn Bridge with a view of the 
lower Manhattan skyline. 

The legendary winger was one of scores of former Islanders who 
attended the reunion dinner put together by the team’s ownership at The 
River Cafe on Friday night. 

After a moment, Nystrom needed just five words to describe what the 
night meant to him and the franchise’s alumni. 

“This is just so fabulous,” he said. 

The dinner was the official kickoff of the Islanders’ alumni weekend as 
part of the franchise’s season-long 50th anniversary celebrations. 

“You have to thank the ownership, Jon Ledecky and Scott Malkin, 
because they made a major effort the last few years to bring us all 
together,” Denis Potvin said. 
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According to Jay Beberman, the director of communications for the 
Islanders, almost 70 players attended the dinner. 

Among those in attendance were Ed Westfall, Bryan Trottier, Butch 
Goring, Stefan Persson and Anders Kallur —both of whom traveled from 
Sweden — and Mark Streit, who flew in from Switzerland. 

Along with the dinner, the alumni will be at UBS Arena to catch the 
current Islanders as they take on Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina 
on Saturday night. Some will participate in a charity game and meet-and-
greet with their Rangers counterparts at Northwell Health Ice Center in 
East Meadow on Sunday afternoon. 

As one might reasonably suspect, the alumni keep tabs on their 
descendants. Entering Saturday night’s game against the Hurricanes, the 
Islanders have earned 51 points with a 23-19-5 record. But they are 
below the Eastern Conference playoff cut line — Pittsburgh would be the 
second wild-card team in the East and the Islanders would be the first 
team out if the playoffs started today — and have lost eight of the 10 
games they have played this month (2-5-3). 

After facing the Hurricanes, the Islanders will finish the month with games 
at Toronto (Monday) and Ottawa (Wednesday) before returning home for 
Detroit (Friday) and Vegas (Saturday). 

After the game against the Golden Knights, the Islanders will be off for 
eight days for the All-Star break and a CBA-mandated bye week. 

All of the alumni spoke about how grateful they are to Malkin, Ledecky 
and general manager Lou Lamoriello for making them feel welcome. 
They just as quickly added that they do not want to offer unsolicited 
advice to Lamoriello, coach Lane Lambert and the players. 

“I obviously pull for the guys,” Trottier said. “We get a chance to cheer 
them on . . . We’re probably all full of ideas and creative ideas, that’s for 
sure, but they got a pretty good hold on everything.” 
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Frustrated Islanders are struggling to score as the losses mount 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated January 20, 2023 9:10 pm3-4 minutes 1/20/2023 

 

There’s frustration, for sure, no matter how much Lane Lambert says 
there can’t be. 

“Frustration is a wasted emotion,” the Islanders’ coach said after his 
team’s latest loss. “We are all grown men. We’re professionals and we 
have to move on. We’re in the business of being ready for the next 
game.” 

Nothing gets easier for the skidding Islanders, who will face the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes on Saturday night at UBS 
Arena. They lost to the Sabres, 3-2, in overtime on Thursday night in 
Buffalo and are in a 1-4-3 slide in which they’ve scored a paltry 13 goals. 

The potent Sabres moved within four points of the Islanders (23-19-5) for 
ninth place in the Eastern Conference. The Panthers are two points 
behind. 

“It’s frustrating, absolutely,” Matt Martin said after Thursday’s defeat, 
which spoiled another stellar outing by newly named All-Star goalie Ilya 
Sorokin. “But we’ve just got to keep going. We’ve been grinding and 
staying afloat but not getting the job done, either. We need to find a way 
to win hockey games. Our focus has to move to Saturday and find a way 
to win that one.” 

The Islanders are in desperate need of a winning streak. Sweeping a 
three-game homestand from Dec. 23-29 represents their only 
consecutive victories since they won four in a row from Nov. 21-26. 

They are 8-10-4 since then. Nearly two months of sub-.500 hockey is an 
alarming trend for an organization that bet its entire season on the belief 
that last season’s playoff miss was all about COVID-19 and scheduling 
issues and not the sign of a team in need of vast roster improvements. 

Now Lambert, elevated to replace his former boss, Barry Trotz, might 
have to be worried that the persistent underperforming could lead a 
frustrated president/general manager Lou Lamoriello to consider 
changes. Lamoriello, of course, is no stranger to in-season coaching 
moves when he perceives his team is not playing to full capacity. 

Lamoriello, in his fifth season running the organization and believed to be 
in the final season of his contract, might need to be concerned with 
whether ownership is getting frustrated. 

Of course, such speculation is just outside noise to the Islanders. Their 
only focus is on figuring out a way to tighten up defensively against the 
slick-skating Hurricanes and generate more offense. 

The Islanders’ power-play slump grew to 3-for-50 (6.0%) since Dec. 10. 
But in going 0-for-1 against the Sabres, they generated a promising five 
shots on their man advantage, plus defenseman Ryan Pulock had an 
open look blocked. 

“Listen, we’re definitely trying to put the puck in the net. No one wants 
that more than we do,” Martin said. “It seems to be going that way for us 
lately. We definitely had our opportunities to put [Thursday’s] game away 
or win the game.” 
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Goalie Ilya Sorokin, voted an All-Star, plays like one, but Islanders fall to 
Sabres in OT 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated January 20, 2023 12:03 am4-5 minutes 1/19/2023 

 

BUFFALO — Ilya Sorokin was voted an NHL All-Star for the first time on 
Thursday night and certainly played like one against the Sabres, keeping 
the Islanders in it through a horrendous start. 

The problem for the Islanders, though, is they haven’t been good enough 
to translate Sorokin’s All-Star play into two-point performances. 

Sorokin made 42 saves but couldn’t stop Dylan Cozens’ breakaway 12 
seconds into overtime as the Sabres won, 3-2, at KeyBank Center. 

“A lot of emotion, frustration,” said Brock Nelson, the Islanders’ other All-
Star, who snapped a 14-game goal drought with his team-high 16th at 
7:19 of the first period. “For Sorokie, that’s probably one of the better 
games to give us a chance to win it in a game maybe where we didn’t 
control the play.” 

The Islanders (23-19-5) had their skid extended to 1-4-3 after ending a 
disappointing 1-2-2 homestand with a 4-1 loss to the NHL-best Bruins on 
Wednesday night. They have the same 51 points as the Penguins, in the 
second wild-card spot, but have played three more games. 

“It’s hard,” said Sorokin, a five-time KHL All-Star who started for the 13th 
time in 15 games. “Overtime goal was a good goal. I appreciate the fans 
who vote for me but, just right now, focus on our game, not about the All-
Star Game. 
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“I don’t have frustration. Every day is a new game. If you overthink too 
much, it’s not good for you and your emotional stability.” 

An equally sharp Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen made 24 saves for the Sabres 
(22-19-3), who have scored the third-most goals in the NHL. 

The Sabres tied it at 2-2 at 9:32 of the third period as Casey Mittelstadt 
found Victor Olofsson open on the left. The equalizer came just 39 
seconds after Luukkonen robbed Anthony Beauvillier from the right circle 
with his glove. 

“Clearly we need the extra point more consistently,” coach Lane Lambert 
said. “They came hard, as we knew they would on an emotional night. 
The second game of a back-to-back. We blocked [28] shots. I judge the 
game as we were extremely committed.” 

The Sabres inducted former goalie Ryan Miller into their hall of fame and 
retired his No. 30 jersey in a pregame ceremony. 

Lambert altered his lineup for a second straight night, but the Islanders 
have scored only 10 goals in their last six games. William Dufour was 
sent back to the Islanders’ AHL affiliate in Bridgeport after making his 
NHL debut on Wednesday. 

Hudson Fasching, who has earned a full-time role on the third line, 
missed the game with a lower-body injury and is day-to-day. 

So Simon Holmstrom drew back after being a healthy scratch on 
Wednesday. Ross Johnston, playing for the first time in six games, was 
on the fourth line as Lambert elevated Cal Clutterbuck to Mathew 
Barzal’s top line with Anders Lee. 

But Lambert was liberally mixing and matching his combinations by the 
second period and Clutterbuck exited for the dressing room at 18:03 of 
the second period, day-to-day with an upper-body injury. 

Matt Martin gave the Islanders a 2-1 lead at 18:30 of the second period. 
Alex Tuch had tied the score at 8:26 of the second period after 
defenseman Rasmus Dahlin’s initial shot was blocked. 

Sorokin, and pretty much Sorokin alone, helped the Islanders to a 1-0 
lead after the first period. 

The Islanders were outshot 19-5 in the first 20 minutes, outchanced 36-9 
and, per NaturalStatTrick.com, the Sabres held an 11-2 advantage in 
high-danger chances. The Islanders offered little defensive resistance 
either in the neutral zone or at the blue line. 

Said Martin, “We made a little bit of an adjustment on that.” 
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Confidence Not a Concern For William Dufour, Rifles OT Winner  

 

Stefen Rosner3-3 minutes 1/20/2023 

 

BUFFALO, NY — It was just three days ago that New York Islanders 
prospect William Dufour made his NHL debut. It was a short debut as the 
20-year-old played 6:48 minutes against the Boston Bruins, as he was on 
the ice for the first two goals against–with a few mistakes–and then sat 
and watched the final 29 minutes of the game. 

“I liked his first period. I like some of the things he did. He’s a big body. 
He went to the net hard, and he’ll continue to learn and grow from that,” 
Islanders head coach Lane Lambert said. “And that’s what that’s about 
from that standpoint.” 

“He’ll be fine.” 

After being sent back to Bridgeport on Thursday, many were concerned 
with how Dufour’s confidence would be affected after struggling with his 
NHL debut. 

Two days later, Friday, Dufour took the ice for Bridgeport in their 
matchup with the Rochester Americans, skating with Cole Bardreau and 
Jeff Kubiak. 

In overtime, Dufour played hero as he stripped the puck in the defensive 
zone before leading the rush up the ice, a two-on-one with teammate 
Ruslan Iskhakov. Looking pass all the way, Dufour sniped Americans 
netminder Malcolm Subban for his 15th goal of the season. 

There’s a lot to like about William Dufour’s game. He’s a big body, 
standing at six-foot-two and weighing 205 pounds. He also has a cannon 
of a shot, as you just saw. 

Dufour is a raw prospect, with his skating one the primary flaws in his 
game, as well as just understanding the speed of the professional game. 

Against the Bruins, he seemed confused in his own zone with their 
Bruins and shiftiness. 

But it’s his first season in Bridgeport, and he’ll continue to fine-tune his 
game. 

The most important thing the New York Islanders organization and the 
fan base needed to see was that his NHL debut did not take a mental toll 
on him. 

And with his overtime tally Friday night, it appears William Dufour will be 
alright. 
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With Barzal Struggling, Islanders Need Lamoriello To Take Action Now  

 

Stefen Rosner5-6 minutes 1/20/2023 

 

BUFFALO, NY –– While New York Islanders forward Brock Nelson had 
been leading the slump department, forward Mathew Barzal has looked 
anything like himself since returning from a minor injury. 

The New York Islanders have scored just 1.67, their leading point-getter 
Mathew Barzal sits with a goose egg. He sits with 10 shots and 11 
giveaways, but it’s not all on his play. 

While Barzal has struggled to produce, the Islanders have been 
outscored 1-3 when no. 13’s skates have hit the ice. 

Islanders head coach Lane Lambert has used six different lineups 
around him, four different lineup combinations since he returned from 
that lower-body injury that kept him out of a 4-2 loss to the Calgary 
Flames on Jan. 6. 

Barzal’s linemates haven’t helped, and one can tell that his frustration 
level is rising with the lack of individual and team results. Speaking with 
him postgame after the 4-1 loss to the Boston Bruins, he was oozing with 
frustration, with the Islanders power-play struggles (currently 3-for-52 on 
latest slide), which he’s on the top unit, weighing on him as well. 

It’s not just Barzal who’s frustrated as Lambert, along with Matt Martin 
and Brock Nelson, speaking on it following Thursday night’s 3-2 overtime 
loss to the Buffalo Sabres. 

“Have we gotten the results we’ve wanted lately? No. Are we as far back 
in the standings as we possibly could be? No either,” Matt Martin said. 
“So we’re still very much in the mix. But we definitely got to get going 
here and start stringing some wins together.” 
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Islanders Quote to Live By: ‘Frustration is a Wasted Emotion’ 

Barzal needs more talent, so where is general manager Lou Lamoriello? 

After standing pat at the 2022 NHL Trade Deadline, Lamoriello has made 
one acquisition, and that was bringing in 22-year-old defenseman 
Alexander Romanov at the 2022 NHL Draft for the 13th overall pick. 
Romanov has struggled a bit defensively as he learns the system, but 
has tremendous upside. 

With the losses of Zdeno Chara and Andy Greene, the Islanders did 
need a defenseman. But the need for offense has been there for quite 
some time and should have been the top priority. And albeit Lamoriello 
was active per sources in bringing in J.T. Miller and then Nazem Kadri 
when that didn’t pan out. 

Since taking over in 2018, Lamoriello has brought in talent. 

He brought in Jean-Gabriel Pageau at the 2022 NHL Deadline, a want for 
many teams. He went and got Kyle Palmieri (and Travis Zajac) right 
before the 2021 NHL Trade Deadline, one of the top forwards available. 

Pageau has been a key piece to the Islanders success, while Palmieri 
after a strong playoff performance in 2021, has dealt with injuries the last 
two seasons. He has missed the last 16 games, and 26 of the last 27. 

Oliver Wahlstrom hasn’t developed into the scorer the Islanders need as 
he is out indefinitely after sustaining a lower-body injury back on Dec. 27. 

The Islanders have scored 2.96 goals per game, the 24th-fewest per 
game in the NHL. 

Barzal may not be scoring goals at the rate the Islanders would have 
hoped, with none through the team’s first 18 games, but has 11 through 
46 games with 30 assists for 41 points. 

Clearly, the talent around him is not enough, and the inconsistent 
linemates have disallowed the creation of much chemistry. 

With the Islanders teetering around a wild-card spot, Lamoriello is playing 
with borrowed time and needs to bring in a player if this group is going to 
do anything in the playoffs–if they get there. 

Mathew Barzal, who signed an eight-year extension before the start of 
the season for $9.15 million annually, has committed to his future on the 
island. It’s time for Lamoriello to give Barzal a piece to play with, or the 
next eight years will be exactly like the present, with him not living up to 
his true potential. 
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Islanders Quote to Live By: 'Frustration is a Wasted Emotion'  

 

Stefen Rosner3-3 minutes 1/20/2023 

 

BUFFALO, NY — With a 3-2 loss to the Buffalo Sabres, the New York 
Islanders have now lost their last three games and seven of their past 
eight. 

Despite the New York Islanders struggles, with just 1.63 goals per game 
over that span, the Pittsburgh Penguins have gone 3-5-2 over their last 
10, allowing the Islanders to stay close in the standings. The two teams 
are tied in points with 51, with the Penguins having three more games in 
hand. 

The way the Islanders have coughed up points lately has been extremely 
uncharacteristic. With all the struggles this season, blowing the lead was 
not one of them. But over the last five games, the Islanders have blown 
four leads, with three coming in the third period. 

It’s been a frustrating stretch for New York, but they are doing what they 
can to ensure the frustration doesn’t carry over from one game to 
another. 

“Frustration is a wasted emotion,” Islanders head coach Lane Lambert 
said. “We are all grown men. We’re professionals, and we have to move 
on, and we’re in the business of being ready for the next game.” 

The issue hasn’t been being ready for the next game. The Islanders have 
scored the first goal in four straight. It’s just been the closing part that has 
led to limited points. 

“Have we gotten the results we’ve wanted lately? No. Are we as far back 
in the standings as we possibly could be? No either,” Matt Martin said. 
“So we’re still very much in the mix. But we definitely got to get going 
here and start stringing some wins together.” 

Netminder Ilya Sorokin has done his part in giving his team a chance to 
win. He stopped 42 of 45 in the loss to the Sabres and just earned 
himself All-Star honors, thanks to the fan vote. 

Over his last 13 starts since finding his game, Sorokin owns a 2.06 GAA 
with a .933 SV% with a GSAA of 11.53. He has just five wins with a 
record of 5-4-4. But even he isn’t frustrated. 

“I don’t have frustration. Every day new game,” Sorokin said.  “If you 
think too much, it’s not good for you and for your emotional stability.” 
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Rosner Wrap: Sorokin Going To South Florida, Bettman on Provorov  

 

Stefen Rosner3-4 minutes 1/20/2023 

 

BUFFALO, NY — Good morning folks. The New York Islanders fell to the 
Buffalo Sabres in a shootout Thursday night and are off Friday before 
hosting the Carolina Hurricanes Saturday night. 

After not being selected by the NHL to represent the Islanders at the All-
Star Game, with Brock Nelson getting the honors, Ilya Sorokin has been 
voted in by the fans. 

Backed by elite goaltending from Ilya Sorokin, the New York Islanders 
head home with a point, but ultimately blew another lead late in a 3-2 
overtime loss to the Buffalo Sabres. 

Before puck drop in Buffalo, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman spoke on 
a variety of topics, including UBS Arena hosting league events in the 
future. 

The New York Islanders needed offense and brought up 20-year-old 
William Dufour to provide a spark against the beasts of the East in the 
Boston Bruins. But like beasts do, they feasted on Dufour and the rest of 
the Islanders in a 4-1 loss as they did the youngsters no favors. 

Boston Hockey Now: Boston Bruins forward David Pastrnak has been 
voted into the 2023 All-Star game and skills competition. This will be his 
third time attending and will be joining teammate Linus Ullmark and Head 
Coach Jim Montgomery in South Florida. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: The last penguin’s trade was seven months ago, 
with the trade deadline creeping up what is pens GM Ron Hextall going 
to do this year? Dan Kingerski does a deep dive into the Pittsburgh 
general manager’s recent efforts. 

Washington Hockey Now: In Buffalo for Ryan Miller’s jersey retirement 
on Thursday, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman spoke with reporters and 
also commented on Ivan Provorov’s decision to skip out on the 
Philadelphia Flyers’ “Pride Night” festivities on Tuesday. 
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Florida Hockey Now: Florida Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky left 
Thursday’s game against Montreal with an injury. Alex Lyon stepped up 
making 23 saves in the 6-2 win. 

Vegas Hockey Now: We all hate traffic, trying to get to T-Mobile Arena 
over the next couple of weeks is going to be a bit tougher. 

Montreal Hockey Now: FIGHT FIGHT FIGHT! Michael Pezzetta and 
Ryan Lomberg got the fans on their feet with a good fight on Thursday 
night against Florida. 

San Jose Hockey Now: Radim Simek is almost back after sustaining his 
second concussion this season. 
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Waiting for the Sharks to truly tank for Connor Bedard? Here’s when NHL 
teams typically start making trades 

 

Corey Masisak 

10-13 minutes 1/20/2023 

 

It is 42 days until the 2023 trade deadline and the biggest move in the 
NHL season so far is … Ryan Reaves for a fifth-round pick? Maybe 
Ethan Bear and Lane Pederson for a fifth-rounder? 

The proverbial dam holding up the eventual flood of trades remains firmly 
intact. 

That’s a bit of a surprise, mostly because of one person: Connor Bedard. 
For some teams, and particularly a segment of their fan bases, one of the 
biggest storylines of the 2022-23 season is the pursuit of Bedard. He is 
the consensus No. 1 prospect in the 2023 NHL Draft, and only bolstered 
the fervor for his arrival with a scintillating, historic performance at the 
world juniors. 

This NHL season has featured the dominance of Connor McDavid and 
the Boston Bruins. The rise of Tage Thompson and the Seattle Kraken. 
The return of Erik Karlsson and the New Jersey Devils. 

But for about one-quarter of the league, the allure of Bedard has been a 
dominant storyline. Whether or not he is the best prospect to enter the 
draft since McDavid, he is most certainly the most hyped. 

As an added bonus, there are several exciting consolation prizes for 
teams that do not win the Bedard sweepstakes, including Adam Fantilli, 
Matvei Michkov and Leo Carlsson. 

Teams at the bottom of the standings are salivating at the opportunity to 
land a franchise player, and this is a rare draft where there might be 
more than just one or two. 

So where are all the trades? Teams that perform poorly early in any 
given NHL season are going to trade away players with an eye toward 
the future. 

There are different words or phrases for this rebuilding process, but one 
of the most used is tanking. It’s a word that is reviled by some — players, 
coaches, general managers, certain fans. But it’s also embraced with 
open arms by others — the rest of the fans, media members — for the 
strong reactions it elicits. 

When the San Jose Sharks lost to the Nashville Predators on the 
opening night of the season in Prague, the postgame Twitter reactions 
included a litany of GIFs featuring large armored military vehicles, and as 
many mentions of Bedard as any of the players on the team. 

When Sharks coach David Quinn was asked if a 5-3 win Wednesday 
night against the Dallas Stars proved his team was not tanking, he 

replied … that his team is not tanking. Quinn has a culture to maintain. 
His players do not care about a 17-year-old kid right now, because 
players on losing teams lose jobs (to make way for players like the 17-
year-old wunderkind). 

So it is up to the general managers to perform the NHL’s version of 
“tanking.” Some trades between now and the March 3 deadline will be 
standard-issue deals at this time of year. The pending unrestricted free 
agents who get traded to a contender because bad teams want to get 
something for them instead of potentially losing them for nothing in the 
summer. But some trades will also be about Bedard and his talented 
classmates, or at least serving a dual purpose of obtaining more future 
assets while also trying to improve the club’s draft lottery odds. 

It is harder to tank for the No. 1 pick in 2023 because of recently flattened 
odds. But, there are only two picks determined by the lottery instead of 
the days when it was three, so a team can only drop back two spots. 

That means the club that finishes with the worst record is guaranteed the 
No. 3 pick at worst. And in this draft, that is still a great selection to have, 
even if there will be disappointment about missing out on Bedard. 

There’s been plenty of media chatter about potential trades, but nothing 
significant yet. When have the worst teams in the league begun this 
process in recent years? 

Each deadline is its own entity, but let’s take a look back at some of the 
recent tank wars, err transactions with a future-facing focus, and when 
the activity really heated up. 

2015 

Deadline: March 2 

Bottom five teams: Buffalo, Arizona, Edmonton, Toronto, Carolina 

Given that Bedard has drawn McDavid comparisons, at least with the 
voluminous hype, the “McEichel” draft seems like a good place to start. 
McDavid was the grand prize, but Jack Eichel was also considered one 
of the best No. 2 prospects in years, and there was only one draft 
position determined by the lottery so whoever tanked the best was 
guaranteed one of the two phenoms. 

The Buffalo Sabres won the race to the bottom, but the Edmonton Oilers 
landed McDavid. This year was a breakout season for tanking, and its 
place in the NHL lexicon. 

It had happened before 2015, but the concept was mostly discussed in 
the shadows or with a disdain typically reserved for things like Corsi or 
players celebrating too much. This year pushed the tanking debate into 
the mainstream. There was plenty of pearl-clutching from traditionalists 
when Sabres fans rooted for their team to lose in a March 27 game 
against the Arizona Coyotes. 

It was a wild run-up to the deadline. The Maple Leafs moved the 
“untradeable” David Clarkson contract for Nathan Horton, who had a 
career-ending injury — one of the OG “stash ‘em on LTIR to open up cap 
space” transactions. 

The Sabres traded not one, but two goaltenders. They made two 
separate trades on deadline day with the Montreal Canadiens. But teams 
also did not wait to make their move in the McDavid chase. 

Edmonton traded David Perron to Pittsburgh on Jan. 2, a full two months 
before the deadline. Arizona traded goalie Devan Dubnyk to Minnesota 
on Jan. 14. 

This was the type of go-for-it energy that it seemed like Bedard would 
elicit from the bottom-dwelling GMs this year, but so far it hasn’t worked 
out that way. 

2016 

Deadline: Feb. 29 

Bottom five: Toronto, Edmonton, Vancouver, Columbus, Calgary 
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Maybe it was a bit of a reaction to the previous year, but the chase for 
Auston Matthews wasn’t quite as robust. There were changes to the 
lottery — three picks were decided by it instead of one. And the team that 
had won the most lotteries in the old system, Edmonton, got punished 
here by slipping back two spots. 

The Maple Leafs traded Phil Kessel before the season began, a signal 
that a full-on rebuild was ongoing in Toronto. Chicago did the same this 
past offseason, trading Alex DeBrincat and Kirby Dach among other 
moves to leave no doubt about where this campaign was headed. 

There were a few interesting moves before the deadline, but the Maple 
Leafs made the most significant ones. They traded goalie James Reimer 
to San Jose — maybe the Sharks will receive similar good fortune by 
moving him to a contender? — and Daniel Winnik to the Washington 
Capitals. 

Toronto also kicked off Trade SZN that year by dealing Dion Phaneuf to 
the Ottawa Senators on Feb. 9 — 20 days before the deadline. 

2017 

Deadline: March 1 

Bottom five: Colorado, Vancouver, Arizona, Buffalo, New Jersey 

This was a boring trade deadline, followed by pure draft lottery chaos. 
New Jersey, Philadelphia and Dallas all moved up from outside the top 
four, leaving Colorado at No. 4 and Vancouver at No. 5. The top of the 
draft wasn’t nearly as hyped as McDavid-Eichel or Matthews-Patrik 
Laine, but it turned out to be a bumper crop of future all-stars. 

The Devils made the earliest move, trading Vern Fiddler to Nashville 25 
days ahead of the deadline. Martin Hanzal was the key player in the 
biggest trade. 

Colorado and Vancouver did make moves, but ultimately fell in the lottery 
and got stuck with … Cale Makar and Elias Pettersson. Don’t weep too 
much for them. 

2018 

Deadline: Feb. 26 

Bottom five: Buffalo, Ottawa, Arizona, Montreal, Detroit/Vancouver 

This trade deadline was dominated by “the letter” from New York 
Rangers management to fans stating they were going to trade away key 
veterans from a not-bad-but-not-good team and rebuild. The bottom 
teams in the standings didn’t do a lot, and most of what did happen was 
close to the deadline. 

Ottawa did trade Phaneuf to the Kings 13 days before the deadline. But 
most of the big moves, like Tomas Tatar, Evander Kane and Thomas 
Vanek, were on the 26th. 

2019 

Deadline: Feb. 25 

Bottom five: Ottawa, Los Angeles, New Jersey, Detroit, Buffalo 

The Senators made a huge trade in November 2017, adding Matt 
Duchene in a three-team deal with Nashville and Colorado. Then they 
sent him to Columbus four days before the 2018 deadline. Duchene was 
part of an exodus out of Ottawa, and the year ended with the Avalanche 
getting the No. 4 pick from the Senators. 

Teams were active early. The Kings got things rolling 28 days before the 
deadline by sending Jake Muzzin to the Maple Leafs. The Devils also 
started early, trading Brian Boyle to Nashville on Feb. 6. That was the 
first of four pre-deadline deals, and the end result was being in the right 
spot to win the lottery and land Jack Hughes. 

2020 

Deadline: Feb. 24 

Bottom five: Detroit, Ottawa, San Jose, Los Angeles, Anaheim 

Technically, the Devils made the first big move, trading 2018 league MVP 
Taylor Hall on Dec. 16 to Arizona. That is almost too far in advance, but 
the pro-tank proletariat doffs its collective cap to New Jersey for the effort 
(the Devils actually ended up picking seventh after a unique, two-phase, 
pandemic-influenced lottery). 

The first big move from Trade SZN though was Jack Campbell and Kyle 
Clifford moving from the Kings to the Maple Leafs 19 days before the 
deadline. There were a bunch of other moves made by the cellar-
dwelling teams, but then the end of the regular season was erased by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

2021 

Deadline: April 12 

Bottom five: Buffalo, Anaheim, New Jersey, Columbus, Detroit 

This was a weird, truncated, heavily restricted season. The deadline was 
meh, and there wasn’t enough time for teams to do much in advance of 
it. Eric Staal got traded 17 days before the deadline, but the less said 
about this year, the better. 

2022 

Deadline: March 21 

Bottom five: Montreal, Arizona, Seattle, Philadelphia, New Jersey 

The Canadiens made the first big move, sending Tyler Toffoli to the 
Flames five weeks before the deadline (Feb. 14). Then they made three 
more trades, finished in 32nd place and won the draft lottery. A textbook 
tank, er, phase of the rebuilding process. 

Make a move early, make several others and then (hopefully) reap the 
benefit of a year’s worth of misery and misfortune. If someone wants to 
follow the Canadiens’ path from a year ago, the first big move could 
happen in the next week or so. 

While teams on the playoff bubble are going to have trepidations about 
trading their 2023 first-round pick — if they don’t make the playoffs, that 
means someone else is holding their Bedard lottery ticket. But there are 
enough teams with poor records in the bottom quadrant of the league to 
foster a fun trade deadline, with Bedard and his pals looming for what 
should also be a fun weekend at the 2023 NHL Draft. And a franchise-
changing one for some teams. 
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LeBrun: Erik Karlsson’s priority as trade talks swirl, Sharks sink? ‘I want 
to win’ 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

9-12 minutes 1/20/2023 

 

My question to Erik Karlsson began with a preamble stating that it’s still 
six weeks until the trade deadline. 

At which point Karlsson piped in: “Fun times, huh?” 

The star Sharks blueliner has always had a great sense of humor, and 
the dig was probably more about what the pre-deadline period is like for 
people in my line of work than his own situation. But yeah, Karlsson also 
knows the possibility that he could be traded at the deadline, though it’s 
no certainty, is something of great interest to NHL media and fans. 
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The thing that’s been interesting this season — a year in which Karlsson, 
32, has been electrifying with 62 points in 47 games — is just how 
transparent Sharks general manager Mike Grier has been, not only about 
being willing to listen on calls for Karlsson but also about the line of 
communication between the GM and player. 

Whatever happens, or doesn’t, before March 3, Karlsson won’t be 
blindsided. And by virtue of his full no-move clause, Karlsson has the 
final say on that. 

“It’s a tough one,” Karlsson said, joining me and Ryan Rishaug on our 
“Got Yer Back” podcast. “I don’t like to plan too far ahead. I know that it’s 
a possibility in my future that things might change. Or they might not. I 
don’t know. So I don’t like to live in the unknown. And I don’t like to think 
about it too much. So I’m going to do what I can, which is to take care of 
myself and play as good as I possibly can to help San Jose out, to try 
and get us back to where we want to be. 

“If that changes at some point throughout this journey, then it will, and 
we’ll deal with it in an appropriate way. But I think Griersy has done a 
great job in everything that he’s said and everything that he’s done and 
how he’s acted through all this. And I think he should explore all his 
options and his possibilities and do what he believes is best for this 
organization, because at the end of the day, that’s what it’s all about.” 

There are no guarantees about how this will all play out. The fact it’s 
even a conversation is testimony to Karlsson’s incredible season — 13 
points ahead of any other defenseman in scoring as of Thursday morning 
and fifth among all NHLers. He’s on pace for 110 points, which would 
easily eclipse his previous career high of 82 and be the NHL’s first 100-
point season by a defenseman since 1991-92. 

Like, it’s unreal. 

And it has provoked teams to pick up the phone and check in with Grier, 
as reported by Corey Masisak, The Athletic’s Sharks beat writer. 

The rather significant fly in the ointment, of course, is Karlsson’s contract, 
which pays him $11.5 million per season for another four seasons after 
this one. 

Still, when you see what Karlsson is doing, you can’t blame teams for 
wondering how much salary the Sharks would be willing to eat in a trade 
and whether there’s a way to make that happen. 

I think teams are so capped-out in the current flat-cap environment that 
this will wait until June, when there’s a bit more flexibility. 

There’s also the possibility that everyone involved is also ready for: that 
Karlsson stays put. 

“I’d definitely be OK having him on the roster,” Grier said Friday, per 
Masisak. “He’s driving offense for us. He’s been great in the locker room. 
I’ve really enjoyed my time with him. We try and talk every few weeks 
and just kind of check in. He’s kind of refreshingly honest about the good 
things and the bad things and his flaws and things he doesn’t like and 
likes. It’s been good. I can see him being part of the team when we get 
this thing turned around.” 

All things being equal, given where the Sharks are headed with this 
roster reconstruction, there’s probably a better chance than not that 
Karlsson is dealt before next fall. 

Whatever happens, he will be more prepared for it this time. Being traded 
for the first time can be difficult for some players, as Claude Giroux 
discussed with us recently. And Karlsson also lived those emotions 
leading up to the September 2018 trade from Ottawa, a deal that 
followed a good 12 months of escalating trade rumors and speculation. It 
was hard. 

Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane don’t just play for the Blackhawks. 
They ARE the Blackhawks. 

This time, no matter what happens, Karlsson is more ready for it. 

“Yeah, I hope so,” Karlsson said. “Now I have a family. I have two kids 
and a wife and a beautiful home here, and we’re kind of rooted here. So I 
think that will be the biggest challenge, if anything. You know, I think 
hockey-wise I’m in a good state of mind where I’m just focusing on the 
things that I can control. I think when I got dealt from Ottawa, it was a 
little bit different. Because I thought I would never leave there. I didn’t 
think it was in the cards for me. And it wasn’t something I preferred. 

“So yeah, I do think I will handle this a little bit differently. I don’t think it’s 
something that I’m walking around thinking about too much. I think that 
once we go a little bit deeper here and if things start to really materialize 
and start setting in, maybe that will change. But as of right now, I’m 
happy here, my family likes it here, and you know, I’m feeling good. 

“Whatever they decide to do about me, it’s their decision, and once they 
present me with that, then I’ll take a stance.” 

Karlsson has heavy hitters as his reps in Craig Oster and Don Meehan 
from Newport Sports, so any trade would be a collaborative effort with 
the Sharks. Just look at how Oster maneuvered Matthew Tkachuk from 
Calgary to Florida last summer for a sense of how they work things 
behind the scenes. 

A jaw-dropping trade for superstar Matthew Tkachuk. An instant 
connection with head coach Paul Maurice. A fiery determination to take 
down the Lightning. 

The eventual dilemma seems apparent. Karlsson is happy in San Jose 
as far as how much his family loves it there. But he’s also a competitive 
guy who wants to win, and the Sharks aren’t doing a whole lot of that. If 
the right contender came calling, it might be hard for him to say no. 

“I’m always going to advocate that. That’s always been who I am, and I 
want to win,” Karlsson said when Rishaug asked about the desire to win 
as a factor. “That’s always going to be my objective. I think my family 
knows and understands that, and they support me in whatever decision I 
want to take professionally. It doesn’t mean it’s going to be easy to make 
a move right now with everything. But if it comes right down to it, I don’t 
think there would be any issues doing it. And I don’t think my family 
would have any problem adjusting or that I wouldn’t get the same support 
from my wife, because I know she wants the same things for me. 

“I will never sway from that. I want to win. And I think as you get older 
and you’ve been around for a longer time, you realize that it’s not as easy 
as it looks and you’ve got to hit it right at the right time.” 

That’s just the thing, too. It’s hard sometimes to pick that perfect spot. 
For starters, there are only so many teams that would be able to navigate 
the complicated nature of this trade because of the contract and the cap. 
But then if you’re Karlsson, do you for sure know you’ll be able to win 
with any of those teams? 

In a parity-filled league, it’s not always obvious. So much changes from 
season to season. That in itself presents another layer for Karlsson. 

“You can never really tell,” he agreed. “I think maybe last year was the 
first year in a while where everybody saw Colorado as the No. 1 favorite 
to win and they did. Even Tampa, you know, it took them a while to get to 
where they are now. I remember playing Tampa back in the day when 
Stammer (Steven Stamkos) and Heddy (Victor Hedman) and (the team) 
weren’t very good. All of sudden, now they’re a powerhouse. They have 
been for a while and probably will be a little longer. 

“But, you know, all the spots are full. There’s not a lot of wiggle room out 
there, either.” 

The whole thing is a bit like Russian roulette, Karlsson said. 

“As long as you’re somewhere where you believe in what they’re doing 
and you’re fully invested, I think that’s all you can ask for — is to have a 
legitimate chance and hope that it works out,” he said. “So, we’ll see 
what happens for me.” 

And yes, maybe it will be staying in San Jose at the end of the day. 
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“I like the way it’s going. I know that much,” Karlsson said of the Sharks’ 
new direction as a franchise. “I know that the hires that they’ve made and 
the people they’ve put in charge are doing a great job and moving in the 
right direction. I’ve liked everything that they’ve said and that they’ve 
done. And I know that the future here is going to be really bright. I just 
hope that it’s within my timeline. If it’s not, that’s a different discussion. 
And that’s where we haven’t really gotten yet, I don’t think. 

“It’s also a tricky part because, like you said, you never know, right? It 
could work out really fast or it could be a little bit of a longer thing. 
Sometimes that’s a gamble you have to take as far as which way you 
believe.” 

One of the great storylines of the NHL season, the return of the magic 
man, Erik Karlsson, still has no clear ending. Does he stay or does he 
go? 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.21.2023 

1265856 San Jose Sharks 

 

REPORT: Sharks Will Allow Other Teams To Talk Extension With Meier 

 

Sheng Peng 

3-4 minutes 1/21/2023 

 

This might be a sign that Timo Meier’s tenure with the San Jose Sharks 
is coming to an end. 

The pending RFA, leading the Sharks with 26 goals and second in the 
NHL with 213 shots, has been subject to trade rumors all season. 
However, his $10 million dollar qualifying offer has given (the many) 
interested teams pause. 

Maybe not anymore. 

“San Jose has indicated a willingness that if you make them a trade 
proposal they like,” Elliotte Friedman said, about 29 minutes in, on his 32 
Thoughts Podcast today, “they will let you talk [extension] with Meier’s 
representative.” 

That would be Meier’s agent Claude Lemieux. 

San Jose Hockey Now has reached out to Lemieux for comment. 

San Jose Sharks GM Mike Grier spoke with local media last week and 
expressed admiration for the 26-year-old winger but also a willingness to 
part with him for the right offer. 

“If you’re starting a team from scratch, and you got a chance to grab 
someone like Timo, you’re going to take him and put him on your wing 
and forget about him for the next 10 years,” Grier said, before adding, 
“It’d be great if we didn’t [have to worry about the salary cap], but we do, 
and there’s only so much money to go around.” 

There’s no indication that the Sharks and Meier have held serious 
contract negotiations. Lemieux told SJHN before the season: “We have 
not received any offers yet, and don’t expect anything until the end of the 
season.” 

Agent: Meier Doesn’t Expect Offer from Sharks Until After Season 

Meanwhile, Grier repeated last week, from Erik Karlsson to Meier to Nico 
Sturm: “It’s my job to do what I think is best for the organization, short-
term and long-term.” 

Friedman thinks that a Meier trade could come well before the Mar. 3 
Trade Deadline. 

“If a guy could go early, it’s Meier,” the insider shared. “The reason is, 
San Jose, they’re aggressive. 

“If you come to them, they’re ready to do business.” 

It’s worth noting though that the San Jose Sharks aren’t under the gun to 
deal Meier by the Trade Deadline. Since he’s under their control, they 
could just as well trade his rights for fair value during the 2023 Draft. 
Meier could also sign a short-term contract with a lesser AAV than $10 
million and become a UFA at the end of that agreement. 
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Trade Values for Sharks Besides Karlsson, Meier? (+) 

 

Published 7 hours ago on January 20, 2023 

By Sheng Peng 

 

Trade rumors are swirling around more San Jose Sharks players than 
Erik Karlsson and Timo Meier right now. 

I’ve reached out to an NHL source from outside the San Jose Sharks 
organization to get a sense of what the market is for players like 
Alexander Barabanov, Nico Sturm, Matt Benning, Mario Ferraro, James 
Reimer, Nick Bonino, Matt Nieto, Steven Lorentz, Jaycob Megna, and 
Jonah Gadjovich. 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic and Kevin Labanc and Radim Simek’s contracts 
are still prohibitive to trade, by the way, so I don’t think those deals are 
going out the door without salary retention or other sweeteners. 

So what are trade values for San Jose Sharks besides Karlsson and 
Meier, and are those values enough for GM Mike Grier to pull the trigger? 

Let’s work through the Sharks’ depth assets, starting with Mario Ferraro 
and in order of AAV: 
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LeBrun Thinks Sharks Will Trade Karlsson by Fall 

 

Max Miller 

3-4 minutes 1/20/2023 

 

TSN’s Pierre LeBrun doesn’t think that Erik Karlsson will be with the San 
Jose Sharks next year. 

“He may get dealt, but I think if he does, it happens in June when there’s 
a little more flexibility,” LeBrun said on the Got Yer Back podcast. “Not 
just flexibility in the cap, but a little more of an understanding by then 
between the PA and league where the cap is going in the next few 
years.” 

LeBrun makes a good point about the salary cap because who knows 
what the maximum cap will be in the next two to three seasons. LeBrun 
also mentioned on the podcast that San Jose would be willing to retain 
some salary if Karlsson were to be dealt, the question is, how much? 
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LeBrun said later on TSN’s Overdrive: “I think he’s traded by next fall.” 

LeBrun did have EK65 on the podcast with him, and Karlsson said that if 
he were to be traded again that he would be better prepared compared to 
Sept. 2018, when traded rumors dogged him all 2017-18 before the 
Ottawa Senators dealt him to the San Jose Sharks. 

“Now I have a family. I have two kids and a wife and a beautiful home 
here, and we’re kind of rooted here,” Karlsson said. “So I think that will be 
the biggest challenge, if anything.” 

Now Karlsson stated multiple times that he and his family are happy in 
San Jose. 

“As of right now, I’m happy here, my family likes it here, and you know, 
I’m feeling good,” Karlsson told LeBrun. 

But the fact of the matter is Karlsson wants to win. The Swede has won 
two Norris trophies and is possibly on his way to winning a third, but he’s 
never won the Stanley Cup. 

And that may not be in San Jose. The Sharks are three years and 
running out of the playoffs, and double-digit points out this season. 

Karlsson does hold a lot of control over a possible trade. When the San 
Jose Sharks inked his 8-year $92 million contract in Jun. 2019, they 
included a full no-move clause. Karlsson can choose not to get dealt if he 
wants to, but… 

“I will never sway from that. I want to win,” the 32-year-old proclaimed. 
“And I think as you get older and you’ve been around for a longer time, 
you realize that it’s not as easy as it looks, and you’ve got to hit it right at 
the right time.” 

LeBrun feels it is unlikely that Karlsson will get moved by the Mar. 3 
Trade Deadline because of his massive contract, but San Jose Sharks 
GM Mike Grier has been listening to teams calling to check in on the 
situation. 

A career season for EK65 is boosting his trade value. Still, with the 
contract situation as it is, Grier will likely have to retain some salary to 
pull off an Erik Karlsson trade, regardless if it happens this season or 
during the off-season. 
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NHL99: Guy Lafleur was the ultimate NHL crossover star, and he had a 
disco album to prove it 

 

Marc Antoine Godin 

14-18 minutes 21/01/2023 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

The A-list gathered at Régine, one of the hottest discotheques in 
Montreal. Art deco style, plexiglass dance floor, waiters in tuxedos, and 
$4.50 a beer — a small fortune in 1979. 

The chic nightclub is where Guy Lafleur launched his eponymous disco 
album, “Lafleur!“ 

At the time, everyone — including the musicians who had worked on this 
peculiar project — was wondering the same thing: “Guy Lafleur sings?” 

No, the Canadiens superstar did not sing. “Lafleur!” was conceived as a 
series of exercises to encourage young players to develop their hockey 
skills backed by disco music. 

This bizarre idea that quickly became a curio and a collector’s item 
perfectly reflects Lafleur’s impact on popular culture. That’s because 
Lafleur’s fame extended far beyond Québec’s borders and Montreal 
Canadiens fans. As the 1970s drew to an end, Lafleur was the best 
player on the NHL’s best team, he had just won the Stanley Cup four 
times, and he was hoarding individual honors. 

Involved in a host of projects, a spokesman for a thousand brands, 
Lafleur was the best-selling name in the NHL during the 1970s. 

“It was because of hockey that he was what he was off the ice,” recalled 
Jerry Petrie, who was his agent in 1979. “I mean, let’s face it, if you’re not 
Guy Lafleur on the ice, you’re not Guy Lafleur off the ice.” 

It’s true that if he hadn’t been the NHL’s most flamboyant star at the time, 
everything else would not have followed. But Lafleur’s magnetism was 
such that at a certain point his connection with the public became at least 
as important as what he accomplished on the ice. 

Canadiens general manager Sam Pollock’s coveted target as the first 
overall pick in the 1971 NHL Draft, Lafleur was good without being 
dominant for three seasons before bursting into the stratosphere of 
stardom during the 1974-75 season. 

That was the year Lafleur forgot his helmet during a morning skate and 
suddenly felt free to let his long blond mane blow in the wind. A decisive 
performance that night convinced him to put away his helmet for good. 
Like Samson, Lafleur began to draw his power from his hair. 

Between 1974-75 and 1979-80, Lafleur scored 327 goals and amassed 
766 points in 462 games, which was 39 goals and 83 points more than 
Marcel Dionne, second in those two categories during those six seasons. 
And his 63 game-winning goals easily exceeded Flyers sharpshooter 
Reggie Leach, who was next with 41 over the same span. Lafleur’s 
legend was built within that six-season window when he overtook Bobby 
Orr as the NHL’s biggest star. 

In Montreal, at a time when the Canadiens were toasting with the Stanley 
Cup on an annual basis, Lafleur was ubiquitous. On the Canadiens, he 
tried to be just another player. But in the public eye, no star shone 
brighter than his. 

Peter Alves, the “Lafleur!” producer, was composing jingles for an 
advertising agency when he moved to Montreal around the same time 
that Lafleur’s career really took off. Alves had never attended a hockey 
game before the ad agency offered him tickets behind the Canadiens 
bench. His first game at the Forum made a strong impact. 

“There was always something quite magical when he hit the ice,” Alves 
recalled. “And I don’t think it’s because the people got all ‘Guy! Guy! 
Guy!’ I don’t know if it’s that or not, because with his flowing hair, and his 
speed, and his technique, he just lit things up a level over anybody else 
that I’ve ever seen, even to this day. It sort of lifted everybody’s collective 
spirits.” 

The way Lafleur’s popularity radiated into other NHL markets was also 
unique. Petrie remembers, for example, attending a Canadiens game at 
Buffalo Memorial Auditorium and noticing how the Sabres fans ignored 
where the puck was; instead, their eyes and heads followed every 
movement Lafleur made on the ice. They were under his spell. 

Former Colorado Avalanche star Joe Sakic grew up in British Columbia 
with a father who was a die-hard Canadiens fan. And even as a child, he 
knew Lafleur’s popularity rose beyond his team’s. 

“He was the one guy who it didn’t matter what team you’re rooting for, 
you’re rooting for Guy,” Sakic said at the time of Lafleur’s funeral in May 
2022. “He had that style, he had that flair, so explosive and skating up 
and down the wing. … He was just better than everybody.” 
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Add to his popularity and incomparable charisma the fact that even 
Hollywood stars wanted to meet him, and you have a larger-than-life 
athlete. This made Lafleur one of the most popular promotional vehicles 
in professional sports. 

Petrie had set up Guy Lafleur Enterprises to channel all of the Canadiens 
superstar’s endorsement contracts, from yogurt to luxury cars to soft 
drinks to department stores. There was Guy Lafleur maple syrup, a Guy 
Lafleur table hockey game, Guy Lafleur rulers, even a line of No. 10 
perfumes. 

“In those years, Guy was at his best and, I’m not exaggerating, he must 
have had around 25 projects in the works,” former teammate Pierre 
Mondou says. “He had so many endorsements, he was kind of mixed up 
in it all. He had sponsorships of everything.” 

One summer, Lafleur had so many things going that he had to turn down 
Johnny Carson and an invitation to “The Tonight Show.” 

Little wonder that at a time when everyone wanted to associate 
themselves with Lafleur, a disco album entered the dance. 

In 1974, The Hues Corporation saw their song “Rock the Boat” top the 
Billboard charts. It was the first disco song to hit No. 1 and the beginning 
of a dazzling period where disco was everywhere in the Western world. 

Montreal became a disco hub and possibly its second-largest market in 
North America after New York. Montreal had its own emerging artists, it 
had its venues — the Limelight, the 1234, and of course Régine — and 
an unbridled and uninhibited clientele colored its evenings and attracted 
international stars. 

When you think about it, Lafleur was the perfect sports personality to 
release a disco album because his career trajectory was identical to that 
of the genre. His six years of pure NHL-wide dominance aligns perfectly 
with the birth and death of the disco movement. Because it was in 1974 
that Lafleur also started rocking the boat. And while the turn of the 
decade didn’t completely siphon off Lafleur’s offensive output like it 
halted disco, Lafleur was never quite the same in the following decade. 
Whereas in 1979, when he was approached to make the disco album, 
Lafleur was on top of the world. The Canadiens had just won their fourth 
straight Stanley Cup and, just before reaching the Final, Lafleur had 
scored one of his most famous goals by beating Boston Bruins 
goaltender Gilles Gilbert with a slapshot that allowed the Canadiens to 
take Game 7 of the series into overtime. 

Everything was possible with Lafleur. Including making an album. 

Alves had a clear concept in mind with this novelty item that brought 
together the two things that were all the rage at that time. 

“Basically, it was a series of exercises that he would do to encourage 
young people and players to develop their hockey skills,” described 
Alves, who had launched the music careers of artists like Boule Noire 
and Toulouse. “So that was all written as a script. And then, of course, 
we wrote and produced the music tracks that were designed in such a 
way that there’d be some rhythmic timing so that people could do the 
exercises to the timing of the beats on the record. But we left portions 
open for Guy’s dialogue, and then we recorded them separately and 
dropped those pieces in.” 

The album was produced with overlaid tracks that a range of seasoned 
musicians had recorded separately. Newspapers of the day reported that 
Lafleur spent more than 75 hours at Studio Six recording his bilingual 
narrations. In terms of production, the result is impeccable. And it 
worked. 

Nobody can state with certainty the number of copies sold, but many 
were, both in English and in French. And to this day, Alves still receives 
royalties, including from a Swedish TV show that uses an excerpt from 
one of the songs in its opening. 

Martin Lafleur, Guy’s oldest son, has some reservations about “Lafleur!,” 
a project that was certainly in tune with the times and went hand in hand 

with the customs of many hockey players, but which had brought his 
father to perform on a completely different stage. 

“It showed how much the agents were trying to monetize just about 
anything. But it was OK,” Martin Lafleur said. “Being a little more 
conservative and having had the opportunity to take care of my father’s 
career for seven or eight years, I wouldn’t have gone down that road, but 
it was avant-garde to make an album where we explain how to play 
hockey to disco music. 

“My dad is not the most explicit guy. He is a very calm and collected 
person. It was taking two things that don’t go together and bringing them 
together … other than the fact that my dad did like disco music.” 

In addition to the 12-inch vinyl record itself, the album contained a color 
poster of Lafleur, who is pictured shirtless in an abstraction of a hockey 
locker room setting. His gaze is mischievous and filled with confidence. 
There was also a black and white photo booklet that summarized some 
of the advice mentioned on the album as well as a coupon to become a 
member of the Lafleur fan club. 

There’s no hiding the fact that “Lafleur!” was primarily a commercial 
project with an investment of more than $100,000. But given the 
enthusiasm Lafleur created and the unanimity that there was around him, 
the monetization of his image was a fact of his public life for more than 
40 years. 

“Yes, it was a timely product to earn some money, but because it was 
Guy, and because he was so cool, and because the album was made 
with a lot of care, it transcended something that was just disposable,” 
said Howard Forman, who played guitar on the album. “And that’s why, 
every so often, it’s still remembered 40-odd years later.” 

On July 12, 1979, while “Lafleur!” was in the works, one of the most 
infamous promotional events in sports history took place. The Chicago 
White Sox hosted “Disco Demolition Night” at old Comiskey Park and 
fans could buy discounted tickets to the team’s doubleheader that day as 
long as they brought along a disco record. The mountain of vinyl would 
then be destroyed in centerfield between the two games. 

Steve Dahl, a Chicago disc jockey, hosted the event, which turned 
riotous, but ultimately tolled the death knell for disco music as the signal 
was sent that music fans were ready to move on. Less than two years 
later, punk and new wave had replaced disco as the popular trend. 

In a way, Lafleur experienced an event that could also serve as a 
demarcation between when he was in, and when he wasn’t. 

The 1980-81 season had been frustrating for Lafleur, who had been 
plagued by various injuries. On March 24, 1981, after an evening spent 
mostly at a downtown Montreal bar Thursday’s with defenseman Robert 
Picard, Lafleur fell asleep at the wheel of his Cadillac Seville on his way 
home to Baie d’Urfé, a West Island suburb of Montreal. His car struck a 
fence not far from the Turcot interchange and a pole smashed through 
the windshield and right between the spokes of the steering wheel before 
plunging into the back seat. The post struck Lafleur’s right ear. He came 
within inches of losing his life. 

“I decided to slow down after that,” Lafleur told the defunct UPI news 
agency in 1985. “I realized that my family was more important to me than 
downtown nightlife.” 

Alves, who was Lafleur’s neighbor in Baie d’Urfé, believes the accident 
changed him. 

“Let’s put it this way, he had the reputation of living the highlife, and so it 
wasn’t just hockey,” Alves says. “It was the dance clubs and all that sort 
of stuff. But it came down. I felt it slowed down that whole flash stuff after 
the accident. That was a wake-up call.” 

That said, this car accident can’t be blamed for the fact that Lafleur’s 
game gradually declined from that point on, because the entire 
Canadiens team went downhill at the start of the 1980s. There were ill-
advised changes in management, several stars left after the 1979 Cup 
and their style of play changed. 
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“The team as a whole had gone down a notch,” Mondou said. “And in his 
case, he would have had to be fully focused on perfect physical 
conditioning and he had to be rested. I’m not saying that he was 
overwhelmed, but with so many commitments, it was a lot to handle.” 

Lafleur missed only a few games as a result of the accident, then 
returned to action in time for the start of the playoffs. Facing a young 
Edmonton Oilers team, Canadiens goaltender Richard Sévigny predicted 
that Lafleur would put Wayne Gretzky in his back pocket. The opposite 
happened. 

If Guy Lafleur was the NHL’s disco star, Gretzky was the new wave. 

Usually, the stuff of legends is seeing how memories and oral histories 
embellish their exploits over time. But in Lafleur’s case, even if its source 
is drawn from six years of domination, his legacy was nourished 
throughout his life by the quality of the bond that united him to his 
beloved Québec. The fact that he remained so close, so human, so 
relatable, is what ended up defining him. 

“To me, Céline was the same kind of person as Guy Lafleur,” said 
Forman, who wrote the first song Céline Dion performed in English for 
the children’s film, “The Dog Who Stopped the War.” “She was from a 
small town in Québec, she was super talented, and she was a complete 
sweetheart, and a very down-to-earth person. And I’ve explained to 
people in the States why Quebecers love Céline so much, that she’s our 
Céline. 

“So to me, it’s the same kind of thing with someone like Guy Lafleur.” 

Lafleur was an imperfect hero, but he was adored partly because he was 
imperfect. People recognized themselves in this humble man, always 
open and sincere, and extraordinarily endearing. 

Sakic, who was Lafleur’s teammate when he returned to the game and 
ended his career with the Québec Nordiques, remembers a man who did 
not go through the motions with fans and who had a rare ability to make 
everyone feel important. 

Those who were part of “Lafleur!” felt it, too. 

“For the (musicians) and the technicians, engineers, producers who were 
working on the album, everybody was absolutely enchanted with him,” 
Forman says. “He had a fabulous presence. He was a total gentleman, 
and it was nice to see someone with that much fame act in just a 
completely normal way. And at the same time, understanding that for a 
lot of the big sports fans, it would really be a thrill to meet him. He was 
the coolest. 

“He was a king who walked side by side with every man.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.21.2023 

1265883 Websites 

 

Bo Horvat trade WATCH: 8 potential destinations, plus what the Canucks 
might get in return 

 

Harman Dayal 

12-15 minutes 21/01/2023 

 

Bo Horvat has been No. 1 on virtually every NHL trade deadline targets 
list. He’s the biggest name to watch and may also be the first big domino 
to fall. Trade talks have reportedly heated up within the last 48 hours and 
multiple national and local insiders have said that Vancouver’s captain 
could get moved sooner rather than closer to the March 3 trade deadline. 

With all of this swirling, it’s a good time to analyze potential landing spots, 
what the Canucks could be looking for in a package and more. 

What does Horvat bring to the table and what’s the optimal team/lineup 
fit? 

Horvat’s evolved into a high-end finisher and elite goal scorer during the 
last couple of seasons. He’s scoring at a 55-goal pace this year — which 
probably isn’t sustainable given the outlier 22.9 percent shooting clip he’s 
operating at — but he also scored at a 36-goal pace last season. 

Horvat’s scoring trajectory is similar to Chris Kreider — Kreider could 
consistently score at a 30ish-goal pace before a massive breakout to 
score 52 last season. That wasn’t repeatable but Kreider’s on pace for 36 
goals this season. 

Since the 2021 campaign, Horvat ranks 12th among all NHL players with 
31 power-play goals. He’ll be most valuable to teams that need a scoring 
boost from the bumper spot of PP1, where his wicked release has 
terrorized goalies; if your club is already set in that bumper role or has an 
elite first unit, Horvat’s value won’t be quite as strong. 

The 27-year-old centre brings a ton to the table at even strength as well. 
He’s a face-off specialist and was relied on by the Canucks for years to 
absorb tough matchups against the other team’s best players. 

One thing to keep in mind: Horvat isn’t the defensive ace that some might 
think. It’s not for a lack of effort, Horvat just isn’t gifted with elite defensive 
awareness. It’s why he’s mysteriously never developed into a quality 
penalty killer (he plays shorthanded minutes on the Canucks, but that’s 
only out of necessity and they have the worst PK in the NHL at 66.9 
percent). 

Horvat’s an excellent offensive driver. He’s become a master around the 
blue paint with tips, deflections and rebounds. The anticipation he shows 
in the inner slot, combined with his big frame which is tough to box out, is 
the type of scoring style that will translate to the playoffs when time and 
space are at a premium. Horvat’s a proven clutch scorer — he tallied 10 
goals in 17 games during the Canucks’ bubble run, the only time he’s 
had a chance to perform in the playoffs. 

Horvat isn’t a natural playmaker nor is he very involved at carrying the 
puck up ice like most traditional high-end centres, so he’d be an excellent 
fit on a line with a dynamic winger who can handle the puck carrying and 
setup responsibility. He’d also mesh well with big-bodied, battle-winning 
forwards on a line that can forecheck and cycle teams into oblivion. 

What could the Canucks want in return? 

Jim Rutherford made it clear on Monday’s press conference that the 
Canucks are retooling, not rebuilding. That means Vancouver will 
prioritize landing young players who can step into the lineup and 
contribute soon. Colleagues Thomas Drance and Rick Dhaliwal reported 
last month that Vancouver would ideally like to acquire young centres or 
right-shot defenders in that package. 

Dhaliwal has reported that the Canucks have not granted permission to 
teams yet to speak to Horvat’s camp regarding a potential extension. The 
Canucks operated the same way during J.T. Miller trade discussions last 
summer. That could be an interesting dynamic because some teams will 
have to self-assess how realistic a Horvat extension is in order to justify 
giving up a massive haul. Any team that acquires Horvat will have a 
natural negotiating edge though, because they’ll be able to offer him 
eight years on an extension as opposed to the seven years other clubs 
will if he makes it to the open market, which could mean more total 
money. 

Horvat’s market value could reasonably be in the $8-million cap hit 
range, if not higher given the torrid scoring pace he’s on. For now, he’s 
on a $5.5 million cap hit which should be manageable for most teams to 
add. 

Potential destinations 
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There are other teams that could very realistically emerge as possible 
destinations, but here are some clubs that should be in the mix. 

Carolina Hurricanes: The Canes have failed in the playoffs multiple times 
due to their lack of goal-scoring in key moments. Horvat could be the 
missing piece as a clutch, elite finisher. Carolina’s need for a top scorer 
is even higher now that Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles again. 

Horvat would slide in perfectly into the second-line centre role. Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi didn’t show the offensive upside necessary to hang there at 
the start of the season and the Hurricanes don’t have many other internal 
options. Carolina’s power-play ranks 26th in the NHL this season so 
Horvat could give a much-needed jolt there and at five-on-five. 

The Canucks should be all over the idea of landing an impact player like 
Seth Jarvis or Martin Necas that can help now, but it’s hard to see why 
Carolina would move either given their long-term importance. 

The Hurricanes do boast Scott Morrow, an intriguing 6-foot-2 right-shot 
puck moving defenseman with second pair upside. He was a second-
round pick in 2021 and has performed well in the NCAA. A package 
including Morrow and other premium assets could be enticing. 

Boston Bruins: Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci won’t be around 
forever so this could be a golden chance for the Bruins. Horvat would 
give an already-stacked roster a big boost in what could be a final year to 
push for the Cup with Bergeron plus long-term help if they’re able to sign 
him to an extension. 

The fit is almost perfect but there are a couple of important 
considerations. 

For starters, do the Bruins have the requisite cap flexibility to re-sign 
Horvat? Boston is projected to have $21.8 million in cap space this 
summer with just 13 players signed according to CapFriendly, and that 
doesn’t even include Pastrnak, who’s going to command a massive dollar 
figure. In other words, you could be looking at around $11 million left over 
for Horvat and several other roster spots. It’s doable if you move other 
money around but definitely tight. 

The biggest complication, however, could be the Bruins’ lack of assets. 
Boston’s prospects pool is one of the worst in the league, with Fabian 
Lysell standing out as the club’s only blue-chip prospect. Lysell’s an 
exciting player, having notched 21 points in 24 AHL games this season at 
just 20, but he’s a right-winger, which isn’t ideal for the Canucks. The 
Bruins have all their first-round picks intact and Matthew Poitras is a 
centre prospect the Bruins drafted in the second round last year. 

Winnipeg Jets: The Western Conference, which was already weak to 
begin with, is as wide open as it’s ever been. Colorado’s hampered and 
doesn’t look the same, Calgary and Edmonton have disappointed, St. 
Louis isn’t in the mix anymore and while Vegas started hot, they’ve come 
back down to Earth. New contenders have a chance to take advantage 
and that includes the Jets, who sit second in the West behind the Dallas 
Stars. 

Winnipeg’s set down the middle for now but Pierre-Luc Dubois made it 
clear last summer that he intends to test free agency in 2024. All he has 
to do is go to arbitration or accept his qualifying offer this summer to 
initiate that path. Unless there’s been a change of heart, the Jets will 
need to replace Dubois at centre. 

Horvat would check two boxes: He’d give the Jets a chance to push for 
the Cup this season, especially considering the weak West, and if he’s 
willing to re-sign, it would give them a chance to trade Dubois at some 
point down the line without skipping a beat. 

Colorado Avalanche: Similar to Carolina, the Avs haven’t found the right 
2C fit yet. Alex Newhook isn’t ready, and while J.T. Compher’s breaking 
out with an excellent offensive season, Colorado could really use another 
high-end centre. Horvat would be the perfect successor for Nazem Kadri. 
He’d fit like a glove in the bumper of the first unit power-play, and can 
you imagine the nightmare that a second line with Horvat, Valeri 

Nichushkin and Gabriel Landeskog would pose once those wingers are 
healthy? 

The Avs may not be able to justify giving up a huge package for Horvat 
given their injuries and uncertain playoff status though. Colorado has the 
assets to complete a trade if they wanted — Newhook’s a young centre 
with potential and they still own all their first-round picks, but giving up 
those kinds of pieces might only make sense if they view Horvat as a 
long-term fit. The Avs’ cap situation would be tight regarding a potential 
extension. 

Minnesota Wild: No team needs a top centre quite as much as the Wild. 
Bill Guerin’s built a talented, deep roster but Sam Steel has spent most of 
the year centering the first line with Kirill Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello. 
Having Horvat’s sharp shooting flanked by two elite playmakers is a 
tantalizing proposition, especially considering his ability to bring the size, 
edge and dirty work for that line. 

Minnesota almost definitely can’t afford Horvat beyond this season so 
he’d be a pure rental. The Wild have a ton of attractive prospects — 
Brock Faber and Carson Lambos are standouts among the defensemen 
and Marat Khusnutdinov is an intriguing young centre. 

Seattle Kraken: The Kraken seem like an odd fit on the surface — they 
already score a ton of goals and should be set at centre with Matty 
Beniers and Shane Wright. But Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman identified 
Seattle as a strong contender for Horvat’s services if they believe they 
can complete an extension. Daily Faceoff’s Frank Seravalli linked Seattle 
with Horvat as well. 

The Kraken could follow Vegas’ model of chasing success and big-name 
players immediately rather than taking the long view to roster building, 
especially with the way they’re surging in a wide-open Western 
Conference. 

Edmonton Oilers: Edmonton’s top need is on the backend. The Oilers 
don’t seem particularly interested in Jakob Chychrun though which 
doesn’t leave many impact top-four defenders. That could create a 
scenario where the club makes a depth acquisition on the blueline and 
instead pushes the big chips in for a player like Horvat. Is that the most 
sensible option? Probably not. Could the Oilers still be interested in 
Horvat? My Oilers colleague Daniel Nugent-Bowman seemed to think so. 

Edmonton’s been overly reliant on the big guns to score: Connor 
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Zach Hyman and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins have 
been doing all the heavy lifting with not much secondary support. 
Evander Kane’s return will help with that. Acquiring Horvat would give the 
Oilers the luxury of pairing McDavid and Draisaitl together, who are 
unstoppable when on the same line, without worrying about how the 
second and third lines would fare. 

My biggest question: Would the Canucks and their ownership group 
entertain the idea of shipping a captain and face of the franchise-type 
player to a divisional rival like Edmonton? 

Detroit Red Wings: By signing Andrew Copp, Ben Chiarot, Ville Husso, 
David Perron and Dominik Kubalik among others this offseason, the Red 
Wings showed an intent to take the next step. Their days of bottoming 
out are over — it’s time to accelerate forward. There would obviously be 
zero point in Detroit acquiring Horvat as a rental but he’d make some 
sense if the club was confident they could lock him up long-term. Dylan 
Larkin’s a pending UFA and whether he re-signs or not, the Red Wings 
could use another top-flight centre. Copp’s filling the 2C spot now but 
he’s probably not a second-line centre on a future contender. 

I wouldn’t pay top price in assets or an extension for Horvat if I was in 
Detroit’s position, especially with Marco Kasper arriving soon, but Frank 
Seravalli has identified the Red Wings as a club that has inquired about 
Horvat. 
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NHL style power rankings: Seth Jarvis goes NASCAR; William Nylander 
chooses Dior 

 

Rhiannon Walker 
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This may easily be my favorite NHL style power ranking so far. Why, you 
ask? There have been a number of examples that highlighted the very 
best of not only hockey, but also how people can come together. 

This week’s edition includes a little bit of everything. There’s the 
crossover between the NBA thanks to Utah Jazz guard Jordan Clarkson 
heading into work with his NHL-laden jacket that included every 
franchise. NASCAR also made its way to the NHL the last two weeks, 
including a one-lap race I won’t spoil for you all. There are James Bond, 
Batman and “Peaky Blinders” references throughout, too. 

There were a lot of different things that came together to make this one 
of the most interesting two-week stretches between rankings. And the 
winner showed that you can easily wear the same thing twice if you know 
how to dress it up. Some people don’t want to be caught wearing 
anything twice, but this player — with all the photos taken of professional 
athletes — displayed no fear in running back an element of his attire 
multiple times. We reward that kind of boldness around here. 

10. Andrei Svechnikov 

The 50 shades of blue happening in Svechnikov’s attire is a beautiful 
sight to see. The Carolina Hurricanes winger gives us stripped royal blue 
pants with the baby blue shirt and cobalt blue tie tucked away under his 
dark blue coat. He’s also wearing Stan Smith shoes. I’m here to give 
credit to the Hurricanes’ photographer, who captured the photo in such a 
way that Svechnikov looks like he shines bright like a diamond. To the 
photographer: You’re doing amazing. 

9. Kevin Hayes 

Why am I not the least bit surprised that the first time I get to discuss this 
look, it involves a casino night? If the Philadelphia Flyers center (on the 
left) wore a red carnation on the lapel of his ivory dinner jacket, then I 
would have a “Diamonds Are Forever” James Bond reference to allude 
to, but it falls just short. Hayes, though, looks as sharp as the cinematic 
hero, and kudos to him for seizing the opportunity. 

8. Tom Wilson 

Welcome back to the style power rankings after a bit of a layoff. One of 
the original best-dressed players in hockey made his way back into the 
top 10 with this simple but extremely well-tailored cool gray three-piece 
suit. Surgery after a torn ACL last season might have led to a little rust 
early after returning to the ice on Jan. 8, but the Washington Capitals 
winger hasn’t missed a beat with his fashion sense. Of course, this is the 
cream of the crop in terms of what we’ve seen from him in the past, but I 
consider this an appetizer, if you will. I’m looking forward to more of his 
signature fits in the future. 

7. David Pastrňák 

I need the Boston Bruins winger to throw on some beige-colored shoes 
to really bring this look all the way. He’s too consistent in this ranking — 
because he clearly enjoys style and setting a standard — to not do so. 
Pastrňák gives us a unique color, as usual, with the burnt orange suit. He 
gives another brimmed hat, which he effortlessly pairs to match the tie, 
so I expected to see unique beige shoes. He’s married all types of colors, 
which is part of why I enjoy looking to see what he’s offering every two 
weeks. Seeing that he sets such a high bar for himself every time he 

takes the catwalk, I need to review the things that regularly set him apart 
from the rest of the competition. 

6. Elvis Merzļikins 

Look closely at this picture. Zoom in really close. Now, train your eyes on 
the pin on the left lapel of the Columbus Blue Jackets goalie and answer 
me this: Why so serious? If you are not a fan (and I am judging) of 
Christopher Nolan’s brilliant movie “Dark Knight,” then the reference may 
fly over your head. When the Joker is turned into one of the gangs for the 
bounty put on him, he asks this question. As one of my favorite movies, I 
not only picked up on what the style rankings regular was doing, but I 
couldn’t let Merzļikins’ efforts — including this dark, forest green velvet 
suit — go to waste. 

5. Arber Xhekaj 

The Montreal Canadiens defenseman strolled and leaned into this 
vintage look with his newsboy cap and suit emulating wool material. I will 
spare you all my “Peaky Blinders” references since they never wore 
double-breasted suits in the Netflix show and Xhekaj isn’t wearing a 
pocket watch. I’m waiting for the day that a player gives me that look, but 
we’ll see. The dark brown tie with the dark, sandy suit is a nice 
combination. I genuinely wished that Xhekaj’s hat also was in the brown 
family to really tie it all together. 

4. Tage Thompson 

When I first saw Thompson in the Air Jordan 1 Hyper Royal sneakers, I 
was giddy but somewhat confused. The kicks are fire — that’s not up for 
debate. What got me was they didn’t really match the gingham suit the 
Buffalo Sabres star center was wearing. I saw some blue in the lining of 
his jacket and figured that had to be the tie-in, but then I read the caption, 
“Business in the front, party in the back,” and clicked the slide for the 
second photo. The blues are different, but the shoes made more sense, 
especially with Thompson not wearing his jacket. 

3. Fabian Zetterlund (middle) & Alexander Holtz (right) 

I guess the New Jersey Devils’ wingers forgot to give Dawson Mercer 
(left) the memo about three-piece suit day. (I’m kidding!) I do appreciate 
a friend group that comes in well dressed together. What I love about the 
three-piece suits is the cut of the vests; they’re not your traditional cut 
and instead have soft curves. I also like the depth of both vests; beyond 
that, I really like the two different sets of materials for each suit. 
Zetterlund’s (middle) ensemble has a clear smoothness to it, and it 
appears the material is satin, while Holtz’s (right) very clearly has a nice 
texture thanks to the checkered plaid pattern in his suit. And then there 
are the colors. The burgundy and royal blue, with black checkered 
throughout, are chef’s kiss. 

2. Seth Jarvis 

Shout out to the Carolina Hurricanes for leaning all the way into their 
NASCAR Day festivities and getting Jarvis in a uniform. If I didn’t know 
any better, I might have confused him for driver versus a center for an 
NHL team. But showing up in a Volkswagen and not exiting through the 
window, unfortunately, gave Jarvis away in this situation. Otherwise, 
between the pose and shades, Carolina almost pulled a fast one. 

1. William Nylander 

I’ve been asking the Toronto Maple Leafs for more content including the 
winger because I respect and enjoy his impeccable sneaker game. 
(Seriously, photographer, more photos of his kicks, please.) But this time, 
he stands at the top of the rankings for clearly being in all the Christian 
Dior stores. Rapper Pop Smoke famously said, “When it rains, it pours,” 
and Nylander’s bringing all the drip with his pastel- and Dior-laden fits. 
He chose the Dior tie for both his lavender suit and his sea green Dior 
oblique down jacket. I’ll admit that the tie gets me as someone in the 
news, but beyond that, I like its versatile usage with something more 
dressed up and dressed down. 
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NHL Power Rankings: The worst thing to happen to each team in 2022-
23 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille 

21-27 minutes 20/01/2023 

 

We here at Power Rankings HQ, regretfully, were prepared to go theme-
less this week. 

Now, in our defense, it’s one of the more boring points in the NHL 
schedule. The playoff picture is starting to coalesce. We’re not close 
enough to the trade deadline to go all-in on that gimmick. The All-Star 
Game? Eh. 

So, yeah, it was going to be a generic set of numbered teams. Then 
disaster struck the Carolina Hurricanes: Max Pacioretty, who’d just made 
his debut in Carolina’s lineup after rehabbing a torn right Achilles’ tendon, 
went down with a non-contact injury to the same area of the same leg. 

We’ll wait and see on Pacioretty’s prognosis, but the ordeal feels like 
either the worst-case scenario for the Canes or something approaching 
it. It’s certainly the worst thing to happen to them so far in 2022-23. So, 
we asked ourselves, what are the comparables across the rest of the 
league? 

Update: Pacioretty re-tore his right Achilles, an MRI confirmed. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 

Record: 36-5-4 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Worst thing to happen this season: Signing Mitchell Miller 

Each week brings with it the same challenges: We need to either find a 
new way to frame the Bruins’ all-out, full-service dominance, or hope they 
lose enough games to vote someone else into the top spot. It’s getting 
boring! Numbered, weekly lists are less fun if they never change! At this 
point, though, there’s no other choice, and it’d take more than a rough 
week for Boston to drop. So we’ll stick with this: In terms of points 
percentage, the gap between Boston and second-place Carolina is 
bigger than the gap between Carolina and 15th-place Pittsburgh. 

You don’t carry a lead like that if anything particularly bad has happened 
on-ice, so we’re looking at the front office for our answer here — but 
even the way the Bruins’ players and coaching staff handled the Miller 
debacle in November was an early clue about how special that group has 
turned out to be. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 28-9-8 

Sean rank: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Worst thing to happen this season: Max Pacioretty’s second injury 

This whole bit was inspired by Pacioretty’s horrific injury luck. The dude 
can’t seem to catch a break. 

The Hurricanes finally got a scoring winger to help solve their “oomph-
per-60” issues and they waited patiently for him to recover from a torn 
Achilles tendon. Pacioretty made his debut and looked like he hadn’t lost 
a step scoring three goals in his first three games. Then the trouble 
began with an injury in his fourth game that he returned from a week 
later, only to suffer a devastating non-contact injury late in the third 
period. 

It doesn’t look good for Pacioretty and it would be a real shame if his 
Hurricanes tenure only lasted five games. He looked like a really good fit 
here. 

Oh no. 

Inside the final minute, Max Pacioretty goes down and has to be helped 
off the ice. Awful, awful scene. pic.twitter.com/B6leVJRGqX 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) January 20, 2023 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 3 

Record: 28-11-7 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom rank: 3 

Worst thing to happen this season: That slow start 

In the Leafs’ first 10 games, they won four and banked 10 of a possible 
20 points. Now, with the benefit of hindsight, it wasn’t a harbinger of 
doom — just an ill-timed, brief run of mediocrity from a good team. It’s 
the sort of thing that happens to nearly every contender at one time or 
another. The Leafs aren’t every contender, though, and the first glimpse 
we got of them involved a loss to the Coyotes, so the tone of the 
discourse was set, and the regular season got a little more unbearable. 
Ironically, a win over the Bruins is part of what started to pull them out of 
it; the same Bruins have made the rest of the regular season in the 
Atlantic a moot point. Toronto could’ve started 10-0-0 and still been 
slotted in for a first-round series against the Lightning. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 29-14-1 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom rank: 5 

Worst thing to happen this season: Whatever was going on with Victor 
Hedman 

The first two months were not kind to Hedman. He had just one goal and 
10 points in 20 games while getting outchanced and outscored at five-on-
five. His average Game Score was 0.27 and it was looking like a lot of 
long, hard miles were catching up to him. 

That was it though. Just a two-month blip. Enough to cause a tiny panic 
and maybe even plant a shred of doubt — but not nearly enough to write 
off one of the all-time great blueliners. Since December, Hedman has 20 
points in 21 games and the Lightning have earned 58 percent of the 
expected goals with him on the ice and have outscored opponents 22-11. 
His average Game Score has jumped to 1.60. He’s back and 
uncoincidentally so are the Lightning who are 16-6-0 since November. 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 29-12-4 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom rank: 5 
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Worst thing to happen this season: December 

The Devils went 4-7-2 in that month, getting outscored 41-33 and posting 
a five-on-five expected goals rate of 52, 13th in the league. Other than 
that, they’re 25-5-2 with a plus-47 goal differential and the best expected-
goals rate outside Carolina. 

More importantly, their post-dip return to form has bumped their 
postseason odds back up to 99 percent. Around Christmas it was all the 
way down in the, uh, low 90s. Everything is still on track. 

6. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 27-13-7 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom rank: 6 

Worst thing to happen this season: Mason Marchment’s inability to post a 
second season of God-tier numbers 

Marchment spent most of the 2021-22 season breaking analytics. He put 
up stupid numbers out of nowhere, scoring at an incredibly efficient rate 
and driving play like he was one of the best players in the world. Was 
that repeatable? Absolutely not. But it’s still a shame that he hasn’t been 
close. The Florida magic has worn off and Marchment’s numbers now 
look relatively standard for a middle-six forward. Nothing wrong with that, 
but given what he showed last season it was fair to assume a bit of a 
larger impact in Dallas. 

7. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 28-16-2 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom rank: 7 

Worst thing to happen this season: Injuries to the stars 

The Golden Knights might deserve a little more credit than they’ve gotten 
here; at various points of the season, they’ve played relevant chunks of 
games without Jack Eichel, Alex Pietrangelo, Shea Theodore and, now, 
Mark Stone, who’s week-to-week with a back injury. Given Stone’s 
history, that’s not good, but the rest of the roster has managed to make 
due without its stars already. They’ve got the third-highest points 
percentage in the West and are projected to win the Pacific Division. 

8. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 29-16-1 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom rank: 8 

Worst thing to happen this season: Thursday’s Super Bowl loss 

“Is there anything better than beating the Leafs?” This year’s Jets 
wouldn’t know. 

Winnipeg went 0-for-2 in their personal one-sided Stanley Cup Final this 
season, a fact that likely would’ve stung more in other seasons. This year 
it shouldn’t matter much as Winnipeg owns one of the best records in the 
West. With everything else going right for the Jets it’s hard to think of 
many bad things that have happened to the Jets. But Jets fans have 
made it clear that losses against one particular team sting a lot more than 
others so here we are. 

9. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 27-14-4 

Sean rank: 9 

Dom rank: 9 

Worst thing to happen this season: Shane Wright’s lack of NHL 
readiness 

Whether Wright is where he needs to be — playing big minutes for the 
OHL’s Windsor Spitfires — is a complex discussion. It’s a better spot 
than riding the bench for the Kraken, though. In his first eight NHL 
games, played over the course of nearly two months, the No. 4 pick in 
2022 was averaging 8:29 of playing time. That wasn’t going to work. So, 
down he goes. 

But man, imagine what the Kraken would’ve looked like had Wright more 
closely resembled the player who started 2021-22 as the presumptive 
No. 1 pick. They’re witnessing first-hand what an elite, young talent can 
do for a lineup in Matty Beniers. Having another one of those around, 
good as things have gone for them, would’ve been nice. 

10. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 10 

Record: 25-14-7 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom rank: 10 

Worst thing to happen this season: Alexis Lafrenière’s stagnation 

Before the season started it felt like the Rangers were poised to take a 
monumental leap on the back of their collection of kids finally realizing 
their potential. That hasn’t been the case at all with none of them taking a 
much-needed step toward stardom. The most disappointing lack of 
development is Lafrenière’s, who’s in his third season and still hasn’t 
showcased the flash that made him the top pick. The talent is there, but 
he’s not producing at a high level or driving play. He’s sort of just … 
there. The Rangers need more than that. 

11. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 25-15-4 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom rank: 11 

Worst thing to happen this season: Marco Rossi’s struggle to stick in the 
lineup 

This isn’t meant to be a knock on Rossi, who lost significant development 
time due to a horrific battle with COVID-19 and, by all accounts, is doing 
exactly what he needs to be doing in the AHL. The Wild, though, still feel 
like they’re a center short of top-tier status, and their cap situation is 
more challenging than most. If Rossi were ready at the start of the 
season, that problem would’ve been solved. What seems certain is that if 
he’s called upon down the line, he’ll be in a better spot than he was in 
October. 

12. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 23-17-3 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom rank: 12 

Worst thing to happen this season: The continued absence of Gabriel 
Landeskog 
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The Avalanche have been put through the ringer in terms of injury impact 
so that’s the obvious answer. No team has dealt with worse in terms of 
value lost. Though they’re starting to turn the corner, the lack of 
Landeskog limits the team’s upside. He’s their captain and one of the 
league’s best players — the Avs are a different team with him in the 
lineup. The fact that he hasn’t played a single game feels a bit alarming. 

13. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 25-16-6 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom rank: 14 

Worst thing to happen this season: Calvin Petersen’s waiver-caliber start 

All due respect to Pheonix Copley, who’s been relatively good in net for 
the Kings despite a couple recent stinkers, but L.A’s goalie situation 
would’ve been a lot simpler had Petersen played like a guy earning $5 
million a year, rather than someone who cleared waivers in November 
after an .868. Now, the Kings’ playoff hopes rest on Copley, who was 
signed to be a third-stringer, and Jonathan Quick, who’s got an .884 save 
percentage and has played in just eight games since Dec. 1. 

14. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 26-18-3 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom rank: 13 

Worst thing to happen this season: Evander Kane’s wrist injury 

It was a gnarly injury to witness, something no one ever wants to see. 
That alone makes it the worst thing to happen to the Oilers this season. 
But Kane’s absence also left a void in the team’s offensive punch. In 
games with Kane in the lineup the Oilers have scored 3.94 goals-per-
game this season. Without him, that dropped to 3.58. That difference isn’t 
all him, but his presence gives the team’s forward depth a lot more heft. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 22-15-7 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom rank: 15 

Worst thing to happen this season: Brian Dumoulin’s steep decline 

Dumoulin was an underrated player for a long time — the Crosby-era 
Penguins are probably stuck on one Cup without him — but he’s 31 now 
with a big number on the odometer, and you can tell. Quantitatively, his 
average Game Score has dropped from 0.47 to 0.1, and he’s posting the 
worst expected goals rate of any regular Penguins defenseman. 
Qualitatively, he looks like he’s lost more than a step or two. Now, decent 
recent returns with Ty Smith aside, Dumoulin is another problem spot on 
an aging roster, rather than a set-it-and-forget-it partner on a top pair with 
Kris Letang. 

16. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 14 

Record: 25-17-6 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom rank: 16 

Worst thing to happen this season: Anthony Mantha’s lack of impact 

Remember what a blockbuster the Mantha-for-Jakub Vrana swap was at 
the time? Flash forward a couple years and one of them has been a 
healthy scratch while the other is in the AHL. That’s not what either team 
signed up for. 

Mantha’s press box stint feels temporary — his numbers aren’t that bad 
— but the fact he’s there at all feels like a bad sign for a guy making 
nearly $6 million per season. He was brought in to be an impact guy, but 
that impact hasn’t been felt consistently or often enough as a Capital. 

17. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 21-16-9 

Sean rank: 18 

Dom rank: 17 

Worst thing to happen this season: Jacob Markstrom’s regression 

If the Flames ever manage to fully pull it together this season — and 
given the age and cost of the roster, they don’t have a season to waste 
— it’ll be because Markstrom started looking like a $6 million goalie. So 
far in 2022-23, he’s put up more sub-.900 starts (18) than not and 
clocked in at 46th in the league with a 0.34 GSAx. That isn’t playoff 
goaltending, let alone what we’ve become accustomed to seeing from 
Markstrom. If he’s still losing time to Dan Vladar in March, the Flames will 
be in real trouble. 

18. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 18 

Record: 22-19-3 

Sean rank: 17 

Dom rank: 18 

Worst thing to happen this season: That eight-game losing streak 

In sports, you can never say “Well, our record is really good if you don’t 
count that month where we lost a million games in a row” because that 
month still happened. For the Sabres, it was a brutal span where they 
lost eight in a row in regulation and seven by multiple goals. Aside from 
that, the team has been red hot, but that one streak may be the 
difference between playoffs or not this year. 

19. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 23-19-5 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom rank: 19 

Worst thing to happen this season: Total power outage in January 

The Islanders weren’t tracking to be an offensive juggernaut — but that’s 
OK, and certainly not unexpected, based on their track record. And either 
way, they were fine; on Dec. 31, they were 14th in total goals per 60, with 
3.19, and sixth at five-on-five with 2.79. That’s enough for Ilya Sorokin. 
Since the calendar has flipped, though? They’re 30th (1.97) and 28th at 
five-on-five (2.07), with several top forwards going ice-cold. 

20. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 23-20-3 

Sean rank: 20 

Dom rank: 20 

Worst thing to happen this season: Jordan Kyrou’s horrific defense 
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Kyrou’s defensive game has always been questionable — it’s why he 
didn’t earn a lot of ice time despite being a point-per-game scorer. This 
season we’re finding out exactly why. Kyrou has seen a sizable increase 
in usage and has seen his defensive numbers plummet in lockstep. With 
Kyrou on the ice, the Blues give up 3.14 expected goals against per 60, 
up from 2.79 last season. Last year he was at least outsourcing his 
problems. This year? Not so much with a near team-worst 42 percent 
goal rate. 

21. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 21-18-6 

Sean rank: 22 

Dom rank: 22 

Worst thing to happen this season: The Juuse Saros bailout 

If Saros weren’t wallpapering over so many of the Predators’ problems, 
they’d likely have to face the reality: That roster isn’t built to win relevant 
games. Saros has faced 35 shots or more in 14 games, and the 
Predators have won eight of them — and that’s not because they’re 
keeping pace with their opponents. He’s second in the league with a 
23.54 GSAx, and all the Preds have to show for it is a spot directly in 
front of Vancouver in the Western Conference standings. 

22. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 22-20-5 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom rank: 21 

Worst thing to happen this season: Paul Maurice’s ability to make any 
team mid. 

The Panthers are on a 6-2-1 binge of late and may finally be turning 
things around, but that surge only brings them to a 22-20-5 record. An 
85-point pace. Yuck. 

While it was difficult to imagine Florida repeating last year’s Presidents’ 
Trophy-winning season, especially after an offseason full of changes, a 
fall of this magnitude was even harder to fathom. This team has a lot of 
talent, a lot like Maurice’s old team, and it feels like he has a knack for 
bringing out the medium-est of it. Seeing Winnipeg succeeding without 
him feels like further proof. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 24 

Record: 19-17-8 

Sean rank: 25 

Dom rank: 23 

Worst thing to happen this season: The sophomore slump 

Intermittent flirtation with a playoff spot aside, the development of Moritz 
Seider and Lucas Raymond still seemed paramount for the Wings. And 
really, there isn’t a ton to worry about — both players are very young and 
very talented. That hasn’t changed. It’s also fair to point out that neither 
has made any sort of leap in Year 2. For Seider in particular, given that 
he was coming off a 50-point season as a rookie defenseman, that 
would’ve been tough. Raymond’s point production is up a tick, from 2.3 to 
2.44 per 60. The future is bright, but it’s still in the future. 

24. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 19-20-7 

Sean rank: 24 

Dom rank: 24 

Worst thing to happen this season: Two hot streaks 

The Flyers started the season 7-3-2 and are 8-3-0 in their last 11 games. 
In between they went 4-14-5. This season has been a mediocrity 
sandwich crafted from extreme highs and extreme lows to reach a mushy 
middle ground. It’s peak Flyers and it’s exactly what was expected of 
them to start the season: That they would be too good to be bad enough 
to really tank. Those two meaningless hot streaks have ruined what could 
have been a really bad season — something this franchise desperately 
needed. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 20-21-3 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom rank: 25 

Worst thing to happen this season: Josh Norris’ injury 

Norris is back after hurting his shoulder on Oct. 22, and some good stuff 
happened in Ottawa while he was out. Just look at Tim Stützle. Still, 
having a full season’s worth of Norris’ production in the top six would’ve 
been huge for the Sens, whose 1.96 five-on-five goals per 60 is 30th in 
the league. The bright side for Ottawa — assuming Norris stays healthy 
— is that their lineup makes a lot more sense for the stretch run with him 
slotted behind Stützle and Shane Pinto on the third line. 

26. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 28 

Record: 19-24-3 

Sean rank: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Worst thing to happen this season: The abundance of capped-out teams 

The Canadiens have a number of players — Evgenii Dadonov, Sean 
Monahan, Joel Edmundson — who might look attractive to a playoff 
team. One wrinkle: No one has any money. That makes it harder for the 
Habs to get full value on some useful, but overpaid assets. Other than 
that it’s hard to have too much fault with Montreal’s season so far. The 
Canadiens have lost enough to stay in the hunt for Connor Bedard, but 
not enough to completely demoralize the team either. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 27 

Record:14-23-9 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom rank: 27 

Worst thing to happen this season: Erik Karlsson forcing people to pay 
attention 

When a defenseman is scoring at a 110-point pace, you’re legally 
obligated to watch when you’re able. The issue is that Karlsson’s games 
generally involve the rest of the Sharks. Life isn’t fair! 

Just kidding. For plenty more on Karlsson, Sharks beat writer Corey 
Masisak joined The Athletic Hockey Show on Thursday night. What a 
player. What a season. 

28. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 26 
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Record: 18-22-3 

Sean rank: 28 

Dom rank: 28 

Worst thing to happen this season: The ongoing humiliation of Bruce 
Boudreau 

We had a real Sophie’s choice with this theme when it came to the 
league’s most catastrophic franchise. There was no shortage of options 
in Vancouver from Thatcher Demko turning into a pumpkin to the 
overpaid shell of a defense corps in front of him. J.T. Miller’s descent into 
a nearly untradeable asset mere months after signing a lengthy 
extension is right near the top of the list, too. 

But right now, it’s hard to think of anything worse than Jim Rutherford 
leaving poor loveable Bruce Boudreau twisting in the wind. “No, honey, 
I’m not breaking up with you! I’m just telling all my friends you’re not the 
one for me, that you’re a terrible partner, and DM-ing a bunch of single 
people I know who might be interested just to see what else is out there. 
But I’m absolutely not breaking up with you … right now.” Just spare the 
man his dignity and let him go. 

Canucks fans don’t believe in the direction of the franchise. Full stop. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 29 

Record: 14-26-5 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom rank: 29 

Worst thing to happen this season: Karel Vejmelka looking like Karel 
Vezinamelka 

Outside of the aforementioned Juuse Saros, no goalie has faced more 
shots this season than Vejmelka. He’s shown signs of wear and tear of 
late, putting up an .891 save percentage and -2.21 GSAx since Dec. 1, 
but before that, he was threatening to tank the Coyotes’ tank, dragging 
them to 14 points in his first 14 appearances. Did nobody tell him? Did he 
miss an email or something? 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 13-26-4 

Sean rank: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Worst thing to happen this season: An early flash of optimism 

It may be hard to remember now, but there was a point in October when 
some thought Chicago’s blatant tank job wouldn’t work out so well after a 
four-game winning streak. The Blackhawks lost 27 of their next 31. 
Patience is a virtue and that’s important to remember as the Blackhawks 
once again rattle off wins in five of six games. They might not win five of 
their next 30. 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 30 

Record: 13-28-5 

Sean rank: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Worst thing to happen this season: All of it 

Not much left to say about this team. They’re last or close to it in virtually 
every meaningful stat … but they did manage to get Regulation Win No. 
5 on Thursday over the Blue Jackets, who are tied for 31st in that 

category with nine. That could loom large come lottery day. Are we 
calling that “Bedardmas?” Has that caught on yet? 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 31 

Record: 13-30-2 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Worst thing to happen this season: Any visit to their CapFriendly page 

The Blue Jackets are on pace for 51 points — the third-worst mark of the 
salary-cap era — and they’re spending $84.3 million to do it. The league 
has never seen a bigger waste of money. 

By the way, Elvis Merzlikins has allowed over 24 goals more than 
expected in 20 games this year, the worst GSAx per game in the 
analytics era for a goalie with over 20 games played. He’s making $5.4 
million until 2026-27, the 12th-highest cap goaltender cap hit. 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings - 1-32 poll, moves that each team regrets 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

The 2023 NHL All-Star class gained 12 new members on Thursday night. 
But of the original 32, four -- Matthew Tkachuk, Johnny Gaudreau, 
Nazem Kadri and Kevin Fiala -- were added to their current teams this 
past offseason via trade or free agency. 

However, not every deal works out that well. This week, we'll identify a 
decision for which each team would like a do-over. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most recent edition,  

Published Jan. 13. Points percentages are through Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 84.44% 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (Jan. 22), @ MTL (Jan. 24), @ TB (Jan. 26) 

Boston must regret not finding a way to sign David Pastrnak to a long-
term extension before this season. Because the way Pastrnak has 
played, on pace towards the first 100-point effort of his career, only 
makes the winger (deservedly) more expensive on his next deal. But hey, 
some problems are good to have. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 71.11% 

Next seven days: @ NYI (Jan. 21), @ DAL (Jan. 25) 

After signing Ethan Bear to a one-year, $2.2 million contract -- and then 
not playing him in a single game -- the Canes dealt the defenseman to 
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Vancouver. Now, the Hurricanes' lack of defensive depth has them 
searching for a solid third pairing. A player like Bear (with three goals and 
10 points in 34 games) would be a nice option, no? 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 67.05% 

Next seven days: @ CGY (Jan. 21), vs. MIN (Jan. 24), vs. BOS (Jan. 26) 

Tampa Bay traded Ryan McDonagh -- an integral player in their back-to-
back Stanley Cup wins -- to try keeping enough cap space for a guy like 
Ondrej Palat, only to see him walk in free agency as well. That's a lot of 
talent and much-needed leadership out of the door, the loss of which 
could come back to hurt the Lightning in the postseason. 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 68.89% 

Next seven days: vs. PIT (Jan. 22), vs. VGK (Jan. 24), @ NSH (Jan. 26) 

New Jersey's one regret has to be not addressing their goaltending 
sooner. Vitek Vanecek coming on board over the summer helped ignite 
this Devils team into the special group into which it's blossoming. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 68.48% 

Next seven days: @ MTL (Jan. 21), vs. NYI (Jan. 23), vs. NYR (Jan. 25) 

Toronto had a golden opportunity to showcase Mitch Marner as a 
defenseman during their early-season slump (which was highlighted by a 
slew of blue-line absences). Alas, coach Sheldon Keefe only floated the 
idea without ever bringing it to fruition, and the Leafs' back end has been 
sturdy ever since. What magic Marner could have brought! 

6. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 64.13% 

Next seven days: @ OTT (Jan. 21), @ PHI (Jan. 22), @ NSH (Jan. 24) 

Winnipeg has made such a stark turnaround this season under new 
coach Rick Bowness. It's only natural to wonder if the Jets regret not 
making a switch behind the bench sooner. That fresh voice has done 
wonders for a revived group. 

7. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 64.89% 

Next seven days: vs. ARI (Jan. 21), vs. BUF (Jan. 23), vs. CAR (Jan. 25) 

Dallas' success has hinged heavily on its top performers. The Stars' 
emerging issue is what to do when they aren't available -- or playing up 
to snuff. Roope Hintz is injured, and that has hurt Dallas given the lack of 
personnel to backfill. The Stars invested in their stars; looking back, 
Dallas could have paid more attention to how to survive without them. 

8. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 63.04% 

Next seven days: vs. WSH (Jan. 21), @ ARI (Jan. 22), @ NJ (Jan. 24) 

Vegas' longtime looming issue is the salary cap and how close they are 
to it. And when injuries start piling up -- as they are now -- the Golden 

Knights know it won't be easy juggling cap constraints and staying 
competitive. Given a chance, Vegas might roll the dice differently on its 
approach to roster construction. 

9. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 64.44% 

Next seven days: vs. COL (Jan. 21), vs. VAN (Jan. 25) 

Seattle's one potential weak spot in an otherwise outstanding season? 
Goaltending. The Kraken signed veteran Martin Jones to back up Philipp 
Grubauer, but it's Jones who has taken over as No. 1 from the struggling 
(and previously injured) Grubauer. Will Seattle regret not investing more 
in their goaltending depth given Jones (.895 SV%) and Grubauer (.888 
SV%) have had their issues? 

10. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 61.96% 

Next seven days: vs. FLA (Jan. 23), @ TOR (Jan. 25) 

New York allowed several productive forwards -- Ryan Strome, Andrew 
Copp and Frank Vatrano among them -- to walk in free agency and did 
little to fill in the gaps. The absence of depth up front has hurt the 
Rangers at 5-on-5 and on the power play when remaining skaters -- like 
Chris Kreider -- are sidelined by injury. 

11. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 61.36% 

Next seven days: @ FLA (Jan. 21), @ TB (Jan. 24), vs. PHI (Jan. 26) 

Minnesota had an excellent fourth line going last season, with Nico Sturm 
and Nick Bjugstad leading the way. The Wild didn't re-sign either player 
in the offseason and their replacements -- including Brandon Duhaime 
and Mason Shaw -- have been inconsistent. The importance of depth is 
paramount, and Minnesota could look back longingly on what they've lost 
there. 

12. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 59.57% 

Next seven days: @ NSH (Jan. 21), @ CHI (Jan. 22), @ PHI (Jan. 24) 

Los Angeles should have turned to Pheonix Copley sooner in net. He 
was right there in the American Hockey League while the Kings went 
through early-season lows with Jonathan Quick and Cal Petersen. 
Copley has gone 12-2-0 since being recalled to the NHL in December. 
He was the savior they needed all along. 

13. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 58.51% 

Next seven days: @ VAN (Jan. 21), vs. CBJ (Jan. 25) 

Edmonton signed Jack Campbell to a splashy five-year, $25 million 
contract in July and anointed him the Oilers' new No. 1 netminder. 
Campbell has responded with an .886 save percentage and 3.36 goals-
against average through 23 appearances (13-8-1). Ouch. 

14. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 56.98% 
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Next seven days: @ VAN (Jan. 20), @ SEA (Jan. 21), vs. WSH (Jan. 
24), vs. ANA (Jan. 26) 

Colorado GM Joe Sakic must look at the Avalanche's crush of forward 
injuries this season and feel some twinge of regret about the offseason 
departures of Nazem Kadri (35 points in 46 games for Calgary) and 
Andre Burakovsky (37 points in 44 games for Seattle). Being able to 
keep just one might have helped Colorado better weather its injury bug 
(although the Avs do finally appear to be on the mend -- and the 
upswing). 

15. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 58.33% 

Next seven days: @ VGK (Jan. 21), @ COL (Jan. 24), vs. PIT (Jan. 26) 

Washington finally found its footing after a slow start, only to see that 
identity start leaching away as healthy bodies returned to the lineup and 
changes were made. Coach Peter Laviolette's repeated tinkering seems 
to have pushed the Capitals out of their previous rhythm. Doing too 
much, too soon could come back to bite Washington down the stretch if it 
falls short in the standings. 

16. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 57.96% 

Next seven days: vs. OTT (Jan. 20), @ NJ (Jan. 22), vs. FLA (Jan. 24), 
@ WSH (Jan. 26) 

Pittsburgh went through an early-season, seven-game losing streak that 
highlighted, for some, a need to shake things up from the Penguins' old 
guard and inject the team with new life. GM Ron Hextall stood pat. 
Pittsburgh is now deep into more struggles, with only three wins in its 
past 11. If Hextall could rewind a few months, would he have been wrong 
to make a trade to jolt the Penguins' forward group? 

17. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 53.33% 

Next seven days: vs. LA (Jan. 21), vs. WPG (Jan. 24), vs. NJ (Jan. 26) 

Nashville put Eeli Tolvanen on waivers in December and saw him 
subsequently claimed by the Kraken. Even Predators GM David Poile 
recently admitted that might have been a mistake. We'd agree. The 
winger has been thriving in Seattle (five goals and seven points in nine 
games) while Nashville struggles for offense. 

18. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 55.44% 

Next seven days: vs. TB (Jan. 21), vs. CBJ (Jan. 23), vs. CHI (Jan. 26) 

Calgary's Brad Treliving had to trade Matthew Tkachuk somewhere. In 
hindsight, and if possible, would he look beyond Florida as his partner in 
that? MacKenzie Weegar has bolstered the Flames' back end, but 
Calgary hasn't been the best fit -- yet -- for Jonathan Huberdeau. Maybe 
there was a more optimal trade out there -- for both sides. 

19. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 54.26% 

Next seven days: vs. CAR (Jan. 21), @ TOR (Jan. 23), @ OTT (Jan. 25) 

New York finished last season 23rd overall in scoring, and did little to 
nothing in the offseason to elevate its offense. Where do the Islanders sit 
now in that respect? 24th (averaging 2.98 goals per game). Yikes. What 
if New York's decision to stand pat could now cost the Islanders a playoff 
berth? 

20. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 53.41% 

Next seven days: vs. ANA (Jan. 21), @ DAL (Jan. 23), @ STL (Jan. 24), 
@ WPG (Jan. 26) 

Buffalo needed to figure out sooner Tage Thompson was meant to be a 
center. Props to coach Don Granato for finally pulling Thompson off the 
wing and unleashing the superstar within. Imagine how much further 
ahead the Sabres might be had Thompson switched sooner? 

21. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 53.26% 

Next seven days: vs. CHI (Jan. 21), vs. BUF (Jan. 24), @ ARI (Jan. 26) 

St. Louis stumbled out of the gate, without making major changes to 
recover (which it did, briefly). Now the Blues have slid back down the 
Central Division standings and their two biggest trade assets -- Ryan 
O'Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko -- are hurt. Will St. Louis look back with 
regret for not trying to move both players sooner and get a (possibly) 
more substantial return than might be available now? 

22. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 52.13% 

Next seven days: vs. MIN (Jan. 21), @ NYR (Jan. 23), @ PIT (Jan. 24) 

Florida might have gone too hard with its offseason makeover. Yes, 
Matthew Tkachuk is a star -- but losing Jonathan Huberdeau and 
particularly MacKenzie Weegar in the trade to acquire him, coupled with 
not resigning Claude Giroux or Mason Marchment or Ben Chiarot and 
changing coaches from Andrew Brunette to Paul Maurice? Phew. It was 
a lot. And Florida hasn't looked nearly the same after all that turnover. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 52.27% 

Next seven days: vs. PHI (Jan. 21), vs. SJ (Jan. 24), @ MTL (Jan. 26) 

Detroit's best offseason move was acquiring Ville Husso. Perhaps its 
worst was not having the right depth to support him. Husso has been run 
ragged as Alex Nedeljkovic started this season like he finished the last: 
stumbling. Now the Red Wings are on to Magnus Hellberg as Husso's 
backup ... but is he too late to help Detroit salvage its playoff hopes? 

24. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 48.91% 

Next seven days: @ DET (Jan. 21), vs. WPG (Jan. 22), vs. LA (Jan. 24), 
@ MIN (Jan. 26) 

Philadelphia ultimately passed on picking up Johnny Gaudreau's hefty 
free agent contract last summer. But well before that, the Flyers 
bypassed selecting Cole Caufield twice in the 2019 draft (trading back 
from No. 11 to No. 14, then taking defenseman Cam York). Might 
Caufield have become the sort of electrifying forward Philadelphia could 
use in its ranks right now? Hard not to wonder "what if." 
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25. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 48.86% 

Next seven days: @ PIT (Jan. 20), vs. WPG (Jan. 21), vs. NYI (Jan. 25) 

Ottawa can't go back now ... but if the Senators could, does the trade for 
Nikita Zaitsev (and his seven-year, $31.5 million deal) still happen? 
Zaitsev has another year remaining on that pact while having long since 
fallen out of favor with the Senators. His would be a tough contract to 
move at this point, too. 

26. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 44.32% 

Next seven days: vs. COL (Jan. 20), vs. EDM (Jan. 21), vs. CHI (Jan. 
24), @ SEA (Jan. 25) 

Vancouver might have settled its coaching situation before this season 
started. All the drama surrounding Bruce Boudreau's status is not only 
distracting, but ultimately unfair to the man himself wondering when the 
ax will -- it seems inevitably -- fall. 

27. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 44.57% 

Next seven days: vs. TOR (Jan. 21), vs. BOS (Jan. 24), vs. DET (Jan. 
26) 

Montreal moved on from Charlie Lindgren in 2021 after giving the 
goaltender only 24 NHL opportunities over five seasons. The Canadiens 
might like to rethink that. Lindgren is shining in Washington this season 
(11-6-2, .910 save percentage, 2.62 goals-against average) while 
Montreal's No. 1 Jake Allen (taking over for Carey Price) has struggled 
for consistency (10-16-1, .892, 3.52). 

28. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 40.22% 

Next seven days: @ CBJ (Jan. 21), @ BOS (Jan. 22), @ DET (Jan. 24) 

San Jose's present struggles can be tied to past contract decisions, 
namely the expensive, multiyear pacts doled out to veteran players (who 
are now difficult to trade). That has made it hard to build the Sharks' 
roster up elsewhere and, well, they're seeing the results of that now. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 36.67% 

Next seven days: @ DAL (Jan. 21), vs. VGK (Jan. 22), vs. ANA (Jan. 
24), vs. STL (Jan. 26) 

Arizona wants a large return in trade for Jakob Chychrun that, so far, no 
other team has been able to meet. That decision could come back to 
haunt the Coyotes, as Chychrun remains in the fold and teams that could 
covet his services most -- those in a playoff-bound position -- are already 
priced out. Where does that leave Arizona and the ongoing Chychrun 
saga? 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 34.88% 

Next seven days: @ STL (Jan. 21), vs. LA (Jan. 22), @ VAN (Jan. 24), 
@ CGY (Jan. 26) 

Chicago management has seemingly been doing the most to win the 
coveted Connor Bedard sweepstakes ... but what if the Blackhawks 
don't? They traded Alex DeBrincat, gave up too quickly on Kirby Dach, 
and let Dominik Kubalik and Dylan Strome walk (plus they still haven't 
traded Patrick Kane or Jonathan Toews). Chicago might look back 
wistfully at all the proven players it had -- and lost -- in the pursuit of that 
No. 1 pick. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 31.11% 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (Jan. 21), @ CGY (Jan. 23), @ EDM (Jan. 25) 

Columbus inked Elvis Merzlikins to a five-year, $27 million contract that 
started this season -- and Merzlikins is currently the league's worst 
goaltender at 5-12-0, with an .869 save percentage and 4.44 goals-
against average. The Blue Jackets have to be nervous now about the 
value on their long-term investment. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 33.70% 

Next seven days: @ BUF (Jan. 21), @ ARI (Jan. 24), @ COL (Jan. 26) 

Anaheim likely watched Connor Bedard perform spectacularly in the 
world juniors and wished for a do-over in every single game it has won 
this season. Because coming out on top in the NHL draft lottery would be 
the sweetest consolation in this down year for the Ducks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'It's unbelievable': Boudreau touched by support from 
Canucks fans as end nears 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnet 

January 21, 2023, 2:43 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — Emotion is everything in sports. Joy and sadness, hope 
and despair, excitement and anguish. It’s what has driven the powerful 
play year after year and made professional sports the greatest and most 
compelling reality TV there is. 

And the players, all the participants, feel the same emotions you do. 
Because they’re people, too. They’re human. 

Bruce Boudreau has coached the Vancouver Canucks for just 102 
games, less than 14 months, but is one of the most human and relatable 
people who ever stood behind their bench and out in front of the 
organization. 

So it’s not surprising that his display of human vulnerability Friday 
morning when emotions halted him a couple of times, when Boudreau 
was asked about “the noise” about an imminent coaching change that 
has become deafening, affected the players who care about him Friday 
night. The Canucks lost 4-1 to the Colorado Avalanche. 

Sometimes, if you’re lucky, you never see the end coming until it flattens 
you. But Boudreau has seen it approaching like a black, thunderous 
storm cell, rolling towards him from the horizon since the season began. 
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According to numerous reports, the Canucks will replace him soon with 
Rick Tocchet. 

It could have been Friday, but wasn’t. It might be Saturday after the 
Canucks play the Edmonton Oilers at Rogers Arena or it could next 
week. But that end is coming. We all see it. 

But here’s what Boudreau did not see coming: cheers Friday night from 
Canucks fans who understand the embarrassment he has been 
subjected to and remember the fleeting joy and optimism he brought 
when he came to Vancouver last season. They look at the coach and see 
a human being. They see themselves. 

“Bruce, there it is!” rang out a few times at Rogers Arena, not in 
celebration, but in respect. In thanks. 

“It's unbelievable,” Boudreau said afterward. “I mean, I've only been here 
a year, but it'll go down in my memory books out of the 48 years I've 
played and coached as the most incredible thing I've experienced on a 
personal level other than winning championships. 

"It's very touching.” 

After the morning skate, he told reporters: “I’d be a fool to say I don’t 
know what’s going on. Like I said before, you come to work and realize 
how great the game is.” 

And that was when emotions first swamped him. 

He got a laugh when he said his wife, Crystal, seeing social media 
reports that he was not on the ice for the Canucks’ skate, called and 
asked if everything was OK. 

“It's tough not to feel it,” he said of the noise. “Look, if you love (hockey), 
you want to go do it. That's the way I shut it out -- basically, you know, 
just realizing how much you care about the game and the players.” 

And then another sudden stop. When asked what it means to him to 
coach in the NHL, a league he chased in professional hockey for 17 
years before finally making it as a head coach at age 52, Boudreau could 
barely speak. 

Canuck players, who support Boudreau but have contributed to his 
demise by allowing too many goals and accumulating too many losses, 
saw for themselves the anguish their coach is enduring. 

“It kind of seems like the mindset and the mood kind of got to us today,” 
defenceman Tyler Myers said after the detached loss to the Avalanche. 
“You can tell guys are down; it's not easy times right now. 

“Over the course of a year, there's going to be some noise one way or 
the other, especially in Vancouver. For the most part, that doesn't bother 
a lot of guys. It's just part of the game and that's fine. But, like you said, 
it's definitely more than normal. And, yeah, it does get difficult at times.” 

Myers said he has never seen anything like the situation unfolding 
around Boudreau, with public criticism of his performance by Canucks 
president Jim Rutherford, who admitted last week to contacting potential 
replacements for Boudreau while still making him coach the team. 

“It's hard but my wife's helped me through an awful lot of this,” Boudreau 
said after the game. “I think the fact that when you always believe 
something good is going to happen the next day, and you're going to 
wake up and it's going to be a positive day, and when you love 
something so much ... I once told somebody that no matter how many 
you lose, the greatest feeling is going behind the bench the next day. 
And that's the way I feel. Tomorrow, I'll be all excited about playing the 
game. You know, it's just the way it is. 

“I love to coach, I love to be with the players, I love to be behind the 
bench. 

“This is what I've done my whole life from the time I could walk until now. 
So it's everything. When everything is finally over, I'm going to miss it like 
crazy, so those are the things you think about.” 

He is 68 years old. He waited two years to get his last chance with the 
Canucks, whose owner, Francesco Aquilini, hired Boudreau the week 
before he hired Rutherford last December. 

Boudreau has coached 1,086 NHL games and won 617 of them. Fifty of 
those wins have been with the Canucks, albeit only 18 of them this 
season. 

“He has given us everything,” Canuck centre Curtis Lazar said. “To see a 
guy with that much class ... you can't help but respect him. I'm very 
happy that the crowd was able to get behind him tonight because 
whatever happens happens, but he's the type of coach you want to play 
for. We've never quit on him. We're trying our best. Things aren't going 
as well as we want but ... nothing falls on his shoulders at all. It's all on us 
players.” 

The chants for Boudreau erupted after Elias Pettersson scored 
Vancouver’s only goal, at 12:32 of the second period, and then again late 
in the third period. 

Listening behind the bench, Boudreau patted his heart. 

“You can't help but get chills,” Lazar said. “You can just tell he's a guy 
that loves the game. He had a passion when he played it and he has a 
passion for coaching. This hurts a lot. If this thing does come to a head 
and the chips do fall where they may, we're going to lose a good man.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Things We Know: Oilers' Holland hit a home run with the 
Kostin trade 

 

Mark Spector | @sportsnetspec 

January 20, 2023, 6:18 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Things We Know. Series 1, Volume 2.  

Things We Know: St. Louis had Klim Kostin, who was seriously 
considering a return to the KHL. Edmonton had Dmitri Samorukov, who 
was threatening the same thing. Both were on one-year, sub-$800,000 
contracts.  

So general managers Ken Holland and Doug Armstrong swapped 
problems, hoping that a couple of fresh starts could keep one or both in 
the NHL beyond this season. Both GMs were hoping to hit a single here.  

For Holland it’s been, at worst, a triple.  

Things We Think We Know: The pending RFA Kostin has endeared 
himself to his teammates, and Oilers management, to the point where he 
is a lock for a contract this summer. In the fans’ world, he is stepping 
seamlessly into the role that is soon to be left behind by Jesse Puljujarvi 
as a fan favourite.  

So long Bison King. Hello Drago, the Russian boxer from the Rocky 
series.  

If you got this guy at the trade deadline, he’d cost you a second-round 
pick and you’d be ecstatic with the deal: Kostin has stabilized a third line 
with Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Mattias Janmark; he has 9-4-13 in 31 
games; he leads the Oilers in hits per 60 (16.54) and fights, with three.  

Kostin fought Pat Maroon in Thursday’s 5-3 win over Tampa, a tough 
opponent but a fight that needed to happen. Maroon had been leaning on 
Connor McDavid, and it’s long past the time this Oilers team started 
showing opponents that there is a heavy price to be paid for messing 
with McDavid.  
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They fought right off of the draw to open the second period.  

“(Maroon) was asking me, like, three times: ‘Are you sure?’” Kostin said 
Friday. “I was, like, ‘Ya, I am sure.’”  

“Kosty leads the way there,” said McDavid of his team’s recent increased 
physical play. “You know, he wants that, and it's been impressive to 
watch. He takes on a big man there (in Maroon). (Darnell Nurse) does 
the same. Kaner is willing to do that.  

“I think some teams come in here and think that they're going to run us 
right out of the building with physicality. We’ve got the guys to stand in 
there.”  

Things We Know: The generational problem in Edmonton has been 
about participation. As we outlined in a recent column, they’ve always 
drafted these young stars, handed them the keys to the organization, and 
the veterans and depth players just became part of the furniture.  

Coaches have always been seduced by the Halls, Eberles, McDavids 
and Draisaitls. And whenever there is a problem — a slow start, a late 
deficit, a game that needs to be retrieved — they bypass the roster and 
go right to the superstars.  

Things We Think We Know: Jay Woodcroft has found his way past this 
problem here in the second half of the season. It may have existed 
earlier, but today — with his 11 forwards and seven defencemen 
alignment — he’s found a way to get 18 skaters feeling like they have a 
role in any success the Oilers may have.  

It’s about participants; a lineup where everyone gets a minimum of 10:00 
in ice time. And it shows in the third period, where Edmonton has — 
since Christmas — found a resolve that wasn’t there before.  

“Composure,” said Leon Draisaitl. “We’re a little more confident playing 
with a lead. If you’re going to win hockey games you’re going to be in that 
situation, and you have to be able to close games out. Lately, we’ve done 
a really good job with that.”  

Things We Know: Big Vincent Desharnais has shown himself to be 
meaner, better with the puck, and hungrier to make a difference at the 
NHL level than Markus Niemelainen.  

Things We Think We Know: Desharnais is here for keeps. He’s added to 
the dressing room culture, brings much-needed physicality and 
borderline dirty play to the area in front of Edmonton’s goal, where he 
makes it hurt if you want to hang around.  

And when the puck finds him, he can buy himself just enough extra time 
to make a tape-to-tape pass, rather than wiring it off the glass — which is 
Niemelainen’s issue.  

The big Finn may yet play. But the 26-year-old rookie Desharnais has 
stepped in front of him in line, and good luck taking that job back.  

Things We Know: Edmonton’s next eight games are against Vancouver, 
Columbus, Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, Ottawa, Montreal and Detroit. 
Combined, they have a winning percentage of .446, which would rank 
26th in the NHL.  

Things We Think We Know: Edmonton had the second most difficult 
schedule in the NHL in the first half. Now comes the reward.  

The Oilers awoke Friday morning one point behind Los Angeles, and 
three points behind Seattle and Vegas, who are tied atop the Pacific. 
Where will the Oilers be eight games and 23 days from now?  

If they’re not in second place or better in the Pacific — within a point or 
two of first — it will be a disappointment. 
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TSN.CA / 'Fresh' Matthews poised to go on scorching stretch 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, 
who practised at Ford Performance Centre in Toronto on Friday ahead of 
Saturday’s game against the Canadiens in Montreal. 

In the dressing room after Thursday's 4-1 win, it was up to Ilya Samsonov 
to pass along Toronto's player-of-the game belt.  

"No questions today," the goalie said.  

He walked over to Auston Matthews, who scored twice against the 
Winnipeg Jets, and handed him the belt. 

"Nice game, boys," the Hart Trophy winner told teammates.  

It wasn't just a nice game for Matthews. 

"Last night felt like a big night," head coach Sheldon Keefe said. "Two 
goals in a short amount of time and a number of chances where it could 
have been four or five goals. Those are the kind of nights that players of 
his calibre put together and then they go on good stretches and good 
runs of feeling good." 

Matthews has played well this season, but hasn't been as dominant as in 
last year's 60-goal campaign. Thursday marked just his second multi-
goal game of the season. He had 15 last season, including four hat 
tricks. 

"It is probably the game that looked the closest to him last year in terms 
of him being dangerous and the way the puck went into the net," Keefe 
said.  

Matthews has scored in all three outings since missing a pair of games 
due to an undisclosed ailment, which had been nagging him. 

"It was good to reset and physically feel better, mentally, everything," he 
said. "It's no secret it's a bit of a grind throughout the season and 
sometimes a little bit of rest can go a long way. I've been feeling good 
lately." 

"He's looking fresh out there," observed winger Mitch Marner.  

Matthews has upped his shooting percentage to 12.8, which is creeping 
closer to his career average of 16. He scored on 17.2 per cent of his 
shots last season.  

"I've had a lot of similar looks this year," he said after besting Vezina 
Trophy contender Connor Hellebuyck twice. "I've just been off a little bit 
as far as accuracy goes." 

Matthews seems to have his mojo back now.  

"It's nice to see that he's ripping the puck again," said linemate Michael 
Bunting, who picked up the primary assist on both Matthews goals. "He 
almost had three there. I think he's just going to keep building off that and 
building off that confidence." 

Although maybe confidence isn't the right word.  

"It's just the rhythm and the feeling of it," Keefe said. "I don't think a 
player of his calibre is ever short on confidence so it not a confidence 
thing, but it's just that rhythm. You get in your groove. Most scorers are 
streaky, because you get that feeling." 

The thing about the streaks Matthews goes on is they tend to last a long 
time. He scored 51 goals over 50 games last season.  

"He used the full arsenal yesterday, maybe save for the one timer," 
Keefe said. "It wasn't just the goals that went in, but just the nature in 
which he was able to generate the other chances. So, how he was 
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skating and how he was getting to his spots. He was arriving at the right 
time when the puck was coming into the scoring area." 

Next up is a date with the Montreal Canadiens on Saturday night.  

"We just got to be focused and go in there with the mindset that we're not 
going to be denied," Matthews said. 

Is Matthews returning to his goal scoring form? 

This time last season, Auston Matthews caught fire to score 35 goals in 
his last 37 games. With two goals against the Jets, is Matthews returning 
to form? What significance should the Leafs take from Ilya Samsonov's 
impressive performance? The TSN Hockey panel shares their thoughts. 

  It wasn't just the goals on Thursday. Matthews was a factor at both ends 
of the ice.  

"He's a guy that's really come alive with a 200-foot game," Marner said. 
"He makes a lot of great plays for us defensively. Eats a lot of pucks. I 
think more than people think." 

Matthews made a key block on Morgan Barron to preserve Toronto's 
lead in the third period.  

"I'm just trying to do whatever it takes to win," Matthews said. 
"Sometimes the game calls for different things. One of our d-men lost his 
stick so just tried to make a play and I was able to get in front of it." 

"It's unbelievable," said Samsonov. "Everybody sees what he's doing. If 
he's blocking shots, everybody needs to block shots. It's so good."  

Entering Friday's games, Matthews sat third in blocked shots among NHL 
forwards behind only San Jose Shark Nick Bonino and Los Angeles King 
Anze Kopitar.   

"We pressure a lot at the points," Matthews noted. "Sometimes the shots 
that are coming in maybe aren't as heavy because they don't have as 
much time. Sometimes they're easy to get in front of and block because 
they're not coming in too hard. That's a big factor." 

Matthews is recording 3.57 blocks per 60 minutes this season, which is 
up from 2.47 last season.  

Keefe stresses that Matthews has always been willing to step in front of 
shots.  

"If the numbers are higher maybe that's a sign we've defended too much 
this year," the coach said.   

  Matthews was voted onto the Atlantic Division all-star team.  

  "It means a lot," he said. "Obviously, it's a big honour. It's extremely 
humbling to go and I'm looking forward to it." 

  Considering how much the two-game break seemed to help, there's a 
case to be made that Matthews would benefit from skipping the mid-
season showcase in Sunrise, Fla. But the Arizona native sees it as an 
energizing experience. 

  What does he enjoy most?   

  "Just meeting guys that maybe you don't know really well," he said. "It's 
cool to get to know people and enjoy the experience and take it all in. 
And Florida's a nice place to get a couple days off." 

  Despite being tied with Matthews on 24 goals, William Nylander did not 
make the cut. The Swede still hasn't cracked an all-star roster in his 
career.  

  "With the way it's set up, you're always going to have guys that are 
pretty deserving of going that won't go, because of the format," Matthews 
said. "I don't think something like that really rattles him."  

Bunting unleashed a verbal tirade on Mark Scheifele late in Thursday's 
game. The Jets centre appeared to be questioning why the referees blew 
a play dead after defenceman Timothy Liljegren was struck with a puck in 
the helmet. 

"I don't really comment on that," Bunting said. "An emotional game and I 
don't really ever comment about what happens on the ice. I like to leave it 
on the ice and move on." 

There's no doubt, though, that Bunting's mouth is a factor.  

"He can raise the emotion and the intensity of the game as a result," 
Keefe noted. "Raise the temperature, which I think at times is very good 
for our team and shows how competitive he is. At times you got to tone 
him down to not cross the line and stay focused and not hurt the team in 
that regard, but I like a lot of that fire he has. It's a big part of his game 
and it adds a lot to the personality and emotion of our team." 

Bunting got mic'd up by the team at Friday's practice for a feature video, 
which will be posted soon.  

"He had an all-time pretty rough practice," Matthews cracked. "The next 
time he's going to be mic'd up is hopefully never." 

What would happen if Bunting wore a microphone during a game?  

"There wouldn't be a whole lot of footage you could use," Matthews said.  

How much would TV networks be able to air?  

"No comment," Bunting said. "I just talk a lot so maybe they'd get 
annoyed with me." 

  Liljegren left Thursday's game and did not return, but the defenceman 
was back on the ice at practice.  

  "You just get a little bit shaken up when you take a puck to the head," 
the 23-year-old said. "It felt good once I got into the dressing room so 
nothing serious." 

  After stopping a season-high 37 shots against the Jets, Samsonov will 
get another start on Saturday night.  

"He was terrific," Keefe said. "In that first period, I thought we were on 
our heels a bit just with their speed and the pace that they played with — 
their best players, especially." 

"My confidence is back after Detroit game here," Samsonov said 
referring to a 4-1 win over the Red Wings on Jan. 7. "I feel a little bit 
different. I didn't go play too far. I'm more stay in the net. I see puck 
better and not panic in the net. I feel good. We'll see in the future. This is 
hard league." 

And Samsonov wasn't thrilled with every element of Thursday's 
performance.  

"I little bit play like two blockers, but it's OK," he said with a grin.  

On a couple of occasions, Samsonov couldn't quite squeeze shots that 
hit his glove hand.  

"It's a lot of hard shots in the middle zone, yeah, and good shooters in 
Winnipeg," he continued. "But I'm seeing puck well, moving well too. All 
good." 

Samsonov is almost unbeatable at home this season. He's posted a 12-
0-1 record in Toronto and owns a sparkling .938 save percentage inside 
the friendly confines of Scotiabank Arena. On the road, however, 
Samsonov is 2-4-0 with an .887 save percentage.  

Matt Murray, meanwhile, is 7-4-1 with a .921 save percentage on the 
road. His save percentage at home, though, is an ugly .888 in seven 
games.  

"It is definitely a thing," said Keefe of the strange splits. "It is something 
we are looking at. As we have talked about with Murray, we are trying to 
get him a little bit more action at home. We have been trying to get 
Samsonov some time on the road." 

Samsonov will look to reverse the trend on Saturday at the Bell Centre.  
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"We're trying to equalize that a little bit and give each guy a little bit of a 
different share of the load in both places so they can get a flavour of both 
and we can get a better sample," Keefe told TSN.  

How important was it for Samsonov to have a solid performance? 

TSN Director of Scouting Craig Button weighed in on Auston Matthews' 
two-goal outing against the Jets, and how important it was for Ilya 
Samsonov to quiet the critics with a solid night in net. 

  Morgan Rielly quarterbacked the top power play unit on Thursday night. 
The five-forward look – Marner up top and Bunting joining the top unit – 
is on hiatus.  

  "We'll take a step back from that for now," Keefe said. "We just think it's 
time for a change again. The five-forward look has got us through a time 
where we were operating about 10 per cent and struggling. We went to 
the five-forward look and it got us back going and got us some 
confidence and got us through a period of time there with [Rasmus] 
Sandin and Rielly both out. We've learned a lot through that process so 
we like that." 

  Top-six winger Calle Jarnkrok missed Friday's practice.  

  "Just a maintenance day for him," Keefe said. "It shouldn't affect him for 
tomorrow." 
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