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Recap: Aho's Hat Trick Pulls Slavin-less Canes By Islanders 

#20 records his sixth-career hat trick, leading Carolina to 
victory despite not having one of their top defenders 

By Walt Ruff 

ELMONT, NY. - Sebastian Aho produced his sixth career 
three-goal performance Saturday, paving the way for the 
Carolina Hurricanes' 5-2 victory over the New York Islanders. 

The Story 

Returning to Long Island for their second and final time this 
season, the Canes announced just before puck drop that 
their second visit would come without defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin. Absent from Friday's practice, the team shared at the 
start of warm-ups that the trust defender is dealing with a 
lower-body injury stemming from Thursday's win over 
Minnesota. 

With Slavin out, Jalen Chatfield moved up to the top pairing 
to skate alongside Brent Burns, and Dylan Coghlan would 
draw in to operate next to Calvin de Haan. 

How would the new combinations fare? Rather well, at least 
to start. 

Just 44 seconds in Chatfield collected a puck at the point, 
corraling and firing, having his shot redirected by Jordan 
Staal in front for the game's first goal. 

The opening marker turned out to be the first of what would 
be an impressive first five minutes for the Canes captain, 
who then set up Jesper Fast to make it 2-0 on his very next 
shift. 

Establishing a strong start without a top defenseman, it 
looked as if it was smooth sailing early for the Metropolitan 
Division leaders. However, it would not last. 

The Islanders would respond twice within 1:40, evening the 
score at 2-2 before the end of the first period. In fact, had it 
not been for Frederik Andersen, it may have been 3-2 after 
20. 

And so after two of the better defensive teams in the National 
Hockey League combined for four goals in the first period, 
the two then settled into much more of their expected styles 
for the middle 20 minutes. Aided by seven minor penalties 
slogging down the stretch of play, there was just one goal 
during the second period - and it turned out to be the game-
winner, as well as the start to a natural hat trick. 

With fewer than four minutes left in the frame, Sebastian Aho 
and Teuvo Teravainen made magic happen, as they so often 
do. 

Then, in the third, Aho would improve his season total to 39 
points in 39 games with a beautiful solo effort. 

The 15th goal of the season would've been enough to get 
Carolina to the finish line, however, for good measure, he 
was able to hit the empty net to round out his big night. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his thoughts after Sebastian 
Aho's big night... 

"In open ice, he's so quick. You saw it on the goal there in 
the third. There's nothing going on, and then all of sudden 
he's on him quick. He creates that turnover and that puts the 
game away. He's a pretty dynamic player." 

Jordan Staal on how the team got it done tonight, sans 
Pacioretty and Slavin... 

"It's how we've done it all season - it's our consistency. It's 
how we want to play. We trust in our game and we believe 
it's going to work. Everyone buys into it. It looks like that 
when we all do it. It was a good effort from everyone. We 
had big holes that we had to fill, but with the way that we play 
and the team that we have, we'll keep fighting until those 
guys get back." 

Jalen Chatfield giving credit to those around him, as he 
continues his impressive run of five points in five games... 

"A lot of it is the team, and the coaches. I've got a lot of good 
players around me. We can move the puck around and they 
can get in front of the net. That's a big part of it. The guys 
who I'm surrounded by are a big part of it. They make it easy 
to play out there and it's fun. I enjoy it." 

Bonus Notes 

 Carolina advances to 29-9-8 with their victory, their 
fourth in their last five games. 

 Frederik Andersen finished 26 saves on 28 shots, 
improving to 4-0 since returning from injury. 

 In Jaccob Slavin's absence, Jalen Chatfield played 
a career-high 20:24 in the win. 

 Sebastian Aho passed Jeff O'Neill for the sixth-most 
goals in franchise history with his third and final goal 
tonight. It was also his sixth career hat trick, passing 
Geoff Sanderson, Erik Cole, Kevin Dineen, and Ray 
Ferraro for the fourth-most hat tricks in franchise 
history. 

 Aho's second hat trick of the season was Carolina's 
fifth, tied with Buffalo and Winnipeg for the most by 
any team in 2022-23. Only the Canes and Jets have 
multiple players with multiple hat tricks this season. 
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What's Next? 

The Canes will return from New York post-game and are 
scheduled to have off on Sunday. They'll return to practice 

Monday and Tuesday at Invisalign Arena, before then 
heading to Dallas.

 

 

Aho scores hat trick, Hurricanes defeat struggling Islanders 

Carolina extends point streak to 5; New York has lost 8 of 9 

By Denis P. Gorman 

ELMONT, N.Y. -- Sebastian Aho scored a hat trick for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 5-2 win against the New York 
Islanders at UBS Arena on Saturday. 

It was Aho's second hat trick this season and sixth in the 
NHL. 

Jordan Staal had a goal and an assist for Carolina (29-9-8), 
which is 4-0-1 during a five-game point streak. Frederik 
Andersen made 29 saves and is 4-0-0 since returning from a 
lower-body injury that caused him to miss 29 games. 

The Hurricanes were playing their first game since forward 
Max Pacioretty was placed on injured reserve with a torn 
Achilles on Friday. 

"The group, they do their job," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "They come and they work hard 
regardless of who's in the lineup. We've had a lot of guys 
miss [time], big players miss various [games], and they just 
keep playing the same way. Just proud of that. That's 
something to hang your hat on for sure."  

Simon Holmstrom and Brock Nelson scored, and Ilya 
Sorokin made 21 saves for New York (23-20-5), which has 
lost four in a row (0-2-2) and eight of nine (1-5-3). 

"It's not a lack of competing or working," Islanders forward 
Zach Parise said. "It does, it gets frustrating." 

The Islanders went 0-for-2 on the power play and are 3-for-
54 (with three short-handed goals against) in their past 20 
games. 

"There's a variation of different things you can look at," New 
York coach Lane Lambert said when asked why the power 
play is struggling. "Clearly tonight we had trouble getting into 
the [offensive] zone, so execution. There isn't one guy that 
doesn't care, there isn't one guy that isn't putting in the effort. 

That's all there. We just have to find a way to execute. 
There's no question that it's hurt us." 

Staal scored 44 seconds into the first period to give the 
Hurricanes a 1-0 lead, redirecting Jalen Chatfield's shot in 
front. 

Jesper Fast made it 2-0 at 3:52 when he finished a backhand 
pass from Staal near the left post on a 2-on-1. 

"We were smart with the puck and made the right plays," 
Staal said. "We have trust in our game." 

Following the goal, Lambert called a timeout, and Holmstrom 
responded to cut it to 2-1 at 14:02. He skated into the high 
slot, pulled the puck back, and shot blocker side on 
Andersen through the legs of Brett Pesce. 

Nelson tied it 2-2 at 15:42 with a wraparound that went into 
the net off the stick of Teuvo Teravainen. 

"It's a good job of responding," Nelson said. "A huge goal by 
Simon, and then the difference is you'd like to follow it up 
and get the next one to get the lead and keep rolling with the 
momentum. 

"They're a tough team to play. Their 'D' are tight on [you]. 
There's not a lot of space. … It's just a tough game. It didn't 
feel like we had a ton of looks to maybe get that one, and 
that's the difference." 

Aho put the Hurricanes back in front 3-2 at 16:40 of the 
second period when his redirection of Teravainen's centering 
pass deflected in off Islanders defenseman Sebastian Aho. 

Aho then pushed it to 4-2 at 7:09 of the third period, scoring 
blocker side from the bottom of the right circle after 
intercepting a pass by Aho. He completed the hat trick by 
shooting into an empty net at 19:38 for the 5-2 final. 

NOTES: Aho is one goal shy of 200 in the NHL. … Nelson 
has scored in consecutive games after going 14 games 
without a goal.
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Hurricanes' Aho scores twice against Islanders' Aho 

Unrelated players of same name battle each other on 
Saturday 

By Anna Kulesa 

From one Aho to another. 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho scored twice 
against New York Islanders defenseman Sebastian Aho on 
Saturday at UBS Arena. 

The Hurricanes forward deflected a pass from Teuvo 
Teravainen off the skate of the Islanders defenseman and 

into the back of the net to give Carolina a 3-2 lead in the 
second period. 

The battle of the Ahos did not stop there for the night. 

In the third period, the Hurricanes' Aho intercepted a pass 
from the Islanders' Aho in New York's zone and fired a wrist 
shot past Ilya Sorokin for his second goal of the game. 

This isn't the first time the two players with the same name 
have made news together. Back in March, they both scored 
goals one minute apart.

 

 

 

 

Aho scores hat trick as Hurricanes beat Islanders 5-2 

By Allan Kreda 

NEW YORK (AP) — Sebastian Aho had three goals for his 
sixth career hat trick and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the 
slumping New York Islanders 5-2 on Saturday night. 

Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast also scored to help the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes win for the fourth 
time in five games. Frederik Andersen made 25 saves. 

“We were smart with the puck and made the right plays,″ 
Staal said. “We have trust in our game.” 

Andersen won his fourth straight game since returning from a 
lower-body injury that forced him to miss 29 games. 

“Our big man in net has been playing well,″ Staal added. 
“That’s very solid for us.” 

Simon Holmstrom and Brock Nelson scored for the 
Islanders. who have dropped eight of their last nine. Ilya 
Sorokin had 21 saves. The Islanders have scored just 15 
goals in their last nine games.  

Aho snapped a 2-2 tie with 3:20 left in the second period, 
tipping a pass from Teuvo Teravainen past Sorokin. Aho 
scored unassisted at 7:09 of the third to put the Hurricanes 
ahead by two and added an empty-net goal for his 17th to 
complete his second hat trick this season and sixth of his 
career with 22 seconds left.  

Only three players in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history — 
Eric Staal, Ron Francis and Blaine Stoughton — have more 
career hat tricks than Aho. 

Staal scored just 44 seconds into the game, his 12th, and 
Fast made it 2-0 at 3:52 after a pass from Staal for his sixth. 

Fans at UBS Arena were then showering the Islanders with 
boos as coach Lane Lambert called a time out. The 
unhappiness continued as the Islanders failed to score on a 
power-play chance midway through the period.  

“There isn’t one guy that doesn’t care. There isn’t one guy 
who isn’t putting in the effort,″ Lambert said of the team’s 
struggling power play which is 3 for 54 since Dec. 10. “We 
just have to find a way to execute. There’s no question that 
it’s hurt us.” 

Holmstrom narrowed the deficit with just under six minutes 
remaining in the period with his second goal before Nelson 
tied it on a wraparound with 4:18 left in the first. The goal 
was Nelson’s 17th and his second in two games after a 14-
game scoring drought. 

The Hurricanes were coming off a 5-2 win over Minnesota on 
Thursday in which forward Max Pacioretty suffered a second 
tear of his right Achilles tendon. The 34-year-old Pacioretty 
had played only five games after he was acquired from 
Vegas before this season.  

“Our group did went out there and did their jobs,″ Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind A’mour said. “We come and work hard the 
same way.” 

Carolina has won five straight games on Long Island and the 
Islanders are 2-6-2 in their last 10 home games against 
Hurricanes overall. 

“They are a tough team to play. There’s not a lot of space,″ 
Nelson said of the stingy Hurricanes. “It’s just a tough game.” 

ALUMNI GATHERING 

The Islanders honored alumni representing each decade of 
their 50-year history, including members of squads that won 
four-straight Stanley Cups from 1980-83. Denis Potvin, 
Bryan Trottier, Bob Nystrom, John Tonelli, Anders Kallur, 
Stefan Persson, Ken Morrow, Butch Goring and Duane 
Sutter were on hand representing the championship teams. 
All nine were joined by the Islanders’ first captain Ed Westfall 
for the ceremonial puck drop before the game. 

ROSTER MOVES 
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The Islanders placed forward Cal Clutterbuck on injured 
reserve due to an upper body injury suffered during 
Thursday’s loss at Buffalo. Forward Aatu Raty was recalled 
from Bridgeport of the AHL. 

UP NEXT  

Hurricanes: At Dallas on Wednesday night.  

Islanders: At Toronto on Monday night.

 

 

2023 Mid-Season Calder Trophy Odds: Who Else But Matty Beniers? 

BetMGM Sportsbook has had Seattle Kraken rookie Matty 
Beniers being the favorite to win the NHL's Calder Trophy 
since the start. Who are the dark horses? 

By Jason Chen 

With the NHL season entering the second half, it’s a good 
time to see where we’re at in the betting markets. A lot has 
changed since the puck first dropped in early October. 

Hockey is challenging to bet on due to its inherent 
randomness. It’s a sport played on ice with boots with sharp 
blades attached underneath while blasting a piece of 
vulcanized rubber that can travel upwards of 100 m.p.h. with 
sticks made of carbon fiber. The puck can bounce in all sorts 
of ways, injuries and fatigue are common, and year-to-year 
production can depend on luck. 

Here are your betting favourites, along with some insights 
from BetMGM Sportsbook and some dark horse picks. 
Ticket% refers to the percentage of all bets placed on a 
particular player, Handle% means the percentage of all 
money bet on a certain player and biggest liability refers to 
the player who has been bet on the most in terms of total 
money. 

Betting odds and numbers are as of Jan. 19, 2023.  

Calder Trophy 

Highest Ticket%: Matty Beniers, 30.0 percent 

Highest Handle%: Matty Beniers, 71.2 percent 

Biggest Liabilities: Matty Beniers 

Odds Leaders: Matty Beniers -145, Mason McTavish +450, 
Pyotr Kochetkov +900 

Opening Odds Leaders: Matty Beniers +400, Owen Power 
+550, Mason McTavish +650 

The Calder is Beniers’ to lose. He’s the No. 1 center on a 
team that will very likely earn their first-ever playoff berth, 
and that’s huge for a new franchise. He’s on pace for a 30-30 
season and gets tons of playing time, which is one of the 
biggest factors in winning rookie of the year. There’s a ton of 
talent in this season’s rookie class, but the oddsmakers had 

it right this time, with Beniers leading the entire way. Just last 
week, Beniers was +150, and now, he’s the favorite – not to 
mention the cover athlete for The Hockey News' rookie 
issue. 

It’s interesting to note that Logan Thompson (+1000) was at 
one point a very popular pick, representing almost 20 
percent of the ticket and over 10 percent of the handle. He’s 
currently at just 16.1 percent of the ticket and 7.1 percent of 
the handle, and his case for the Calder has really faded over 
the past few weeks. Since starting 12-4-0 in the first two 
months, he’s 6-8-1 since, and it’s been mentioned before 
how Bruce Cassidy’s system makes their goalie’s job a lot 
easier. Alec Martinez is one of the league’s best shot 
blockers, if not the best, and Thompson reaped a lot of 
benefits playing behind him.  

Instead, Kochetkov has emerged as the best rookie goalie, 
who went from off the board to open the season to having 
the third-highest odds current. However, the return of 
Frederik Andersen meant Kochetkov was returned to AHL 
Charlotte, and while it’s definitely not the last we’ve seen of 
Kochetkov, not playing with the parent club obviously hurts 
his chances.  

McTavish has been building a lot of steam, and honestly, he 
looks better than Trevor Zegras some nights. They play 
vastly different games, but both produce points. Over the 
past 19 games, McTavish has scored 14 points with 51 shots 
on goal. McTavish may have the second-highest odds, but it 
will take a monumental effort in the second half to unseat 
Beniers.  

There is a third goalie to consider, however, and that’s all-
star Stuart Skinner (+3000). He plays behind the world’s best 
player, there will be plenty of chances to win the weak 
Pacific, Evander Kane has returned to the lineup and the 
Oilers are expected to make moves before the trade 
deadline. He’s essentially usurped Jack Campbell for the 
starting job – despite Campbell’s strong play recently – and if 
not, he’s on a 50-50 timeshare at the very worst. If the Oilers 
can put together some winning streaks, Skinner has a 
chance to be the second-best in this rookie class.
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Aho leads Canes past Islanders with natural hat trick  

By Aidan Carlson 

The Carolina Hurricanes controlled the entirety of their game 
against the New York Islanders, winning 5-2 on Saturday, 
Jan. 21 thanks to center Sebastian Aho’s natural hat trick.  

The Canes (29-9-8) got off to a hot start in the first period, 
scoring two goals in the first four minutes of the game. The 
Martinook-Staal-Fast line was able to tilt the ice early on in 
the game, leading to some early goals for Carolina that sent 
the Islanders (23-20-5) spiraling. 

Center Jordan Staal opened the scoring 44 seconds into the 
game off a tipped shot from defenseman Jalen Chatfield. 
Staal also got the primary assist on right wing Jesper Fast’s 
goal, which put the Canes up 2-0 early. 

The Canes’ early momentum forced New York to burn its 
only timeout early in the first and it paid off as the Islanders 
evened the score with two goals of their own in the waning 
minutes of the period. Right wing Simon Holmstrom scored 
an impressive toe drag and center Brock Nelson scored a 
wrap-around goal to tie it up 2-2.  

After a rough finish to the first period, the Canes were able to 
turn the game around and lean on star goaltender Frederik 
Andersen and Aho to lead the team to victory. After the first 

frame, Andersen remained steadfast, shutting out the 
Islanders in the second and third periods.  

After what was a close second period, it was the Aho show 
that spoiled the party for the Islanders. The performance 
started when he tipped in a beautiful pass from left wing 
Teuvo Teravainen to get his first of three goals on the night 
with 3:20 left in the second period. Aho then scored his 
second goal after intercepting a pass in the offensive third, 
firing one past Islanders goaltender Ilya Sorokin on the 
blocker side. In the final seconds of the game, Aho earned 
his third and final goal on an empty-net, sealing the Canes 
victory and his sixth career NHL hat trick. 

The Canes were notably without left wing Max Pacioretty and 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin. Pacioretty missed the game 
after he tore his right achilles tendon, the same injury that 
forced him to miss many games early on in the season. 
Slavin missed the game due to a lower-body injury, putting 
defenseman Dylan Coghlan into the lineup and bumping 
Chatfield up to the first defensive pairing alongside 
defenseman Brent Burns.  

The Hurricanes will look to extend their win streak against 
the Dallas Stars on Wednesday, Jan. 25 at 8:30 p.m. in 
Dallas.
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Wolves Throttle IceHogs 6-2 

ROCKFORD, Ill.—The Chicago Wolves celebrated hitting the 
halfway mark of the 2022-23 season with a 6-2 victory over 
the Rockford IceHogs on Saturday night at BMO Center. 

Jamieson Rees had two goals, Brendan Perlini, Noel Gunler, 
Ryan Suzuki and Vasily Ponomarev also scored, William 
Lagesson had three assists and Pyotr Kochetkov was strong 
in goal to lead the Wolves to their second consecutive victory 
during their season-long, six-game road trip. 

“We’re working hard, we’re trusting each other, we’re playing 
as a team and it’s working,” Rees said. “We’re playing to 
what the coaches want us to play by getting pucks in deep 
when we need to and making plays when we can and it’s 
clicking right now.” 

Rees got things started midway through the opening period 
when he swooped in and knocked a rebound of a Josh 
Melnick shot past IceHogs netminder Dylan Wells. Melnick 
and Griffin Mendel each were awarded assists on Rees’ sixth 
goal of the season. 

Later in the period, Perlini took a terrific cross-ice feed from 
Tuukka Tieksola and rocketed a one-timer from the right 
circle that sailed by Wells’ glove and into the back of the net 
for a 2-0 Wolves lead. Also assisting on Perlini’s 10th goal of 
the season was Lagesson. 

The Wolves ran into penalty trouble early in the second and 
it cost them when Adam Clendening scored while Rockford 
held a two-man advantage. 

Gunler’s one-timer from the left circle off a pass from Malte 
Stromwall gave the Wolves a 3-1 lead early in the third. It 
marked Gunler’s eighth goal of the season and Stromwall’s 

team-leading 19th assist and 26th point. Lagesson earned 
his second assist of the game on the score. 

Suzuki made it a three-goal Wolves advantage when he took 
a pass from Lagesson and broke in alone on Wells before 
flipping a forehand shot past the IceHogs goalie. 

Rockford didn’t go away quietly as they came right back on a 
goal by D.J. Busdeker but Rees’ second goal of the game 
pushed the game out of reach for the IceHogs. 

With the Wolves on the power play, Rees redirected 
Anttoni’s Honka’s shot from the point for a 5-2 Chicago lead. 

“It was definitely a good one for me—I needed it,” Rees said. 
“It felt good and it was great for all the boys. We need to 
keep pushing here.” 

Moments later, the defending Calder Cup champions took a 
6-2 advantage on Ponomarev’s 10th goal of the season. The 
center banged home a shot from in close that Wells couldn’t 
handle. 

Kochetkov (22 saves) recorded the win in goal for the 
Wolves while Wells (33 saves) suffered the loss for 
Rockford. 

The Wolves improved to 14-18-3-1 on the season while 
Rockford fell to 20-15-2-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will travel to Tucson to face the 
Roadrunners on Tuesday (7:30 p.m.; AHLTV). 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-ahos-hat-trick-pulls-slavin-less-canes-by-islanders/c-340259186 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-islanders-game-recap/c-340064490 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-sebastian-aho-scores-twice-against-new-york-islanders-aho/c-340271432 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-jesper-fast-sebastian-aho-32d4345b3ced9db4c365a853353a9933 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/2023-mid-season-calder-trophy-odds-who-else-but-matty-beniers 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/aho-leads-canes-past-islanders-with-natural-hat-trick/article_19577a12-9a0b-11ed-bf07-

bf965da3ca7d.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/01/21/350070/ 
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1265925 Dallas Stars 

 

Stars handle Coyotes behind Jake Oettinger’s second shutout of the 
week 

 

By Peter Warren 

9:44 PM on Jan 21, 2023  

 

History repeated itself in more ways than one Saturday in the Stars’ 4-0 
victory over the Coyotes. 

Both short-term and long-term trends were working against Arizona 
heading into the game. The Coyotes were 1-9-0 in January and without a 
regulation win since December. Dallas was 14-0-1 in its previous 15 
games at the American Airlines Center against Arizona. 

Then the Stars opened up a 3-0 lead in the first period thanks to two 
goals from one of its centers, just like they had done Thursday against 
the Kings. They rode that hot start and a stalwart goalie all the way to a 
second-straight shutout win. 

It was the third shutout for the Stars in their last four games. All three 
shutouts finished with 4-0 scorelines. 

“It’s not easy to get a shutout in this league at any time, nevermind three 
in four games,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “Pretty big accomplishment for 
the group.” 

While Dallas scored the first three goals in each of the three games on its 
recent West Coast swing, its last home game was a very different story. 
A week ago against the Flames, the Stars were lethargic to start the 
Saturday matinee and fell behind 6-1 in an eventual 6-5 loss. 

That home game also came after a road trip, a situation DeBoer 
discussed with his players before the game. 

The team took the message to heart. Dallas had its foot on the gas from 
the jump and was rewarded with a Radek Faksa goal two-and-a-half 
minutes into the game. Jamie Benn doubled the advantage 136 seconds 
later on the power play thanks to a nice feed from Jason Robertson. 

“We talked about it last time we came home and had Calgary, we were 
kind of sleeping,” Fredrik Olofsson said. “It’s always nice to get on the 
board early.” 

Faksa added his second goal of the game and sixth of the season at the 
6:43 mark. Both of his goals came via rebounds off Coyotes goaltender 
Connor Ingram. 

The Stars troubled Ingram, forcing Arizona’s backup netminder into early 
action. The team took a lot of hard shots, resulting in pad saves that 
deflected the puck into dangerous areas. Sometimes the Coyotes lucked 
out as a Dallas player wasn’t in the vicinity or couldn’t handle it cleanly. 

But when the puck bounced toward Faksa, he made the most of it. 

“Sometimes it just comes to you but the last few games, I tried to be 
around the net more,” Faksa said. “Both goals were from good forecheck 
so I think the forecheck was the key factor.” 

Wyatt Johnston added the fourth goal in the second period as 10 
different Stars players finished with at least a point. 

Jake Oettinger didn’t have to make a save until more than halfway 
through the first period. But once the Coyotes started coming, he handled 
their shots with the ease of a master craftsman working in his woodshop. 

The 24-year-old goaltender made 13 saves in the first period, looking 
composed during each of Arizona’s rushes. The Coyotes kept pushing in 
the second and third but Oettinger was an oak tree between the pipes. 

The highlight of his evening came when he stopped a Michael Carcone 
breakaway opportunity with a splendid right foot save in the second 
period. It was Oettinger’s fourth shutout of the season. 

It was Oettinger’s fourth shutout of the season, and the sixth of his 
career. 

“The guys played to the last minute, which obviously is nice for me — it 
shows they care,” Oettinger said. “The win was important but (the shutout 
was the) icing on the cake.” 
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1265926 Dallas Stars 

 

Stars notebook: Roope Hintz (upper body injury) misses seventh straight 
game 

Plus, the Stars get to recover from a brutal road trip with a homestand 
and an upcoming break. 

 

By Peter Warren 

10:06 PM on Jan 21, 2023  

 

Roope Hintz participated in morning skate Saturday but was not in the 
lineup for the Stars’ 4-0 win over Arizona on Saturday night. 

Related:Stars handle Coyotes behind Jake Oettinger’s second shutout of 
the week 

Hintz has not played since leaving with an upper body injury on January 
8 against the Panthers. 

With Hintz likely to return to the lineup soon, Stars coach Pete DeBoer 
will have a decision to make about whether to keep the surging Tyler 
Seguin on the first line or return Hintz to the spot. Seguin has eight points 
during the seven games Hintz has been out. 

“It will be a great problem for me to have,” DeBoer said. “But I’m not 
going to think about it until it becomes a problem.” 
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Home sweet home: Saturday’s game marked the beginning of a long-
awaited homestand for the Stars after traveling to the West Coast, East 
Coast and back to the West Coast over three consecutive weeks. Dallas 
has three more games at home before taking a 10-day break.. 

After the pause, the Stars have four more games in Texas with the 
homestand finale taking place against the league-leading Boston Bruins 
on Valentine’s Day. 

“I think the guys are excited about the opportunity of setting up here for a 
while,” DeBoer said pregame. “The important thing though is coming 
back and making sure you don’t just relax and think this is going to be 
easy now because you’re at home.” 
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Denis Gurianov’s dominance on display for Stars: ‘It’s a consistency 
thing’ 

 

By Saad Yousuf 

 

DALLAS — Entering the final week before the All-Star break, the Stars sit 
atop the Western Conference. Despite a brutal logistical schedule in 
recent weeks that had them flying coast to coast, with short cameos at 
home, and playing most of it without their top centerman, the Stars keep 
winning. So far this season, the Stars have had some disappointing 
moments but haven’t had too many disappointments. 

That’s what made Saturday’s 4-0 win over the Coyotes a weird 
combination of thrilling and maddening. 

Denis Gurianov has been the Stars’ biggest disappointment this season. 
Under an offensive flowing system, he was supposed to flourish. He was 
supposed to be the missing piece to complete the top six. He was 
supposed to live up to his high-end potential. Gurianov’s had his chances 
but hasn’t been able to capitalize. He’s been healthy scratched and 
demoted, such as Saturday, when he played on the fourth line. 

And Gurianov dominated. 

Yes, Jake Oettinger was marvelous in capturing his fourth shutout of the 
season and second of the week. Yes, Radek Faksa scoring two goals 
with time to spare in the first period raised eyebrows. Yes, Wyatt 
Johnston getting back on the scoresheet was encouraging. 

But it was Gurianov, playing on the fourth line with Faksa and Fredrik 
Olofsson, who, for all of the right reasons, was impossible to miss 
Saturday night. Some nights, a player’s game is really good but subtle. 
You may know this as the Miro Heiskanen type of game. Then, there are 
nights when a player is really good and it’s obvious. That’s the kind of 
game Gurianov had against the Coyotes. 

The two hallmarks of Gurianov’s game are his speed and his wicked 
shot. Those traits directly translated to a 3-0 first-period lead for the 
Stars. 

Less than three minutes into the game, Esa Lindell rimmed the puck into 
the offensive zone. As it made its way around from left to right, Gurianov 
went up the middle of the ice to hunt it down along the walls. After Faksa 
made a great play on the puck while getting tripped up, Gurianov calmly 
collected the puck and got it up to Jani Hakanpää. Gurianov set up at the 
top of the right circle and when Hakanpää wisely faked a shot and fed 
Gurianov, the Russian winger unleashed hell at the net. 

Coyotes netminder Connor Ingram had no chance at corralling the puck 
on the initial shot. It trickled out to the opposite side, where Faksa easily 

cleaned it up for a goal. Gurianov got an assist on the goal, his lone point 
of the evening, but his impact was far from finished. 

Less than 30 seconds after his shot created the Stars’ first goal, 
Gurianov’s speed drew a tripping call against former Star, Patrik Nemeth. 

The Stars went on their first power play of the evening. In the waning 
seconds of it, Jason Robertson had a beautiful feed to Jamie Benn at the 
net to score the Stars’ second goal. 

The score sheet read the goal as Benn from Robertson and Heiskanen, 
but it started with Gurianov. 

“Not many people see stuff like that, but it’s huge,” Faksa said. “It’s Guri’s 
goal, too.” 

Less than 10 minutes later, Lindell chipped the puck in from the far blue 
line. Gurianov was the lone Star chasing the puck, competing with Jakob 
Chychrun and Shayne Gostisbehere. With his speed and tenacity, 
Gurianov hounded Chychrun, forced the puck behind the Coyotes net, 
got positioning on Chychrun and escorted the puck up the wall through 
traffic. Gurianov got the puck to the point to Lindell, who fired a shot from 
deep and let Olofsson and Faksa work with the loose puck in traffic and 
finish the goal. 

Gurianov didn’t get on the stat sheet for that score, but it was arguably 
the best non-goalie play of the evening for the Stars. Without Gurianov 
using his skills and effort, that goal doesn’t happen. 

“Denis was great,” Stars head coach Pete DeBoer said. “Denis was 
great. I don’t want to rain on it, but it’s a consistency thing. If we can get 
that, you know, most nights, I’d be a really happy coach.” 

And therein lies the combination of thrilling and maddening. Nothing 
Gurianov showed in the game was a fluke, and none of it was handed to 
him by a Coyotes team that is admittedly bad. There’s no reason 
Gurianov can’t do these things on a consistent basis. The speed doesn’t 
fade and the shot doesn’t lose its luster. What changes night to night is 
Gurianov’s tenacity and ability to read the plays and make good 
decisions on the ice. In the first period against the Coyotes, Gurianov 
was in a zone. 

Gurianov did his damage Saturday night playing on the fourth line. With 
all due respect to Faksa and Olofsson, and both genuinely deserve 
respect for their play, this version of Gurianov with the likes of Tyler 
Seguin and Mason Marchment would be dynamite. In fact, it was 
productive earlier in the season; it just happened infrequently and 
inconsistently before completely tapering off. 

Gurianov is on a team that needs a true top-six talent but doesn’t have 
the cap space to legitimately do anything about it this season. He plays 
for a coach that has put him in positions to succeed. If Gurianov can 
simply do what he’s shown to be capable of doing, but do it regularly, 
DeBoer will be a little happier and the Western Conference’s top team 
can elevate to another level. 

Travel adjustment 

The Stars smothered the Coyotes early in the game, hardly allowing 
them to even get shots off, let alone get shots on goal. It’s the kind of 
energy that has been missing from their game in the last two weekend 
games after coming back from a long trip to a coast. Oettinger rescued 
the Stars’ slow start Jan. 8 against the Panthers, and their failure to play 
well in front of Scott Wedgewood on Jan. 14 against the Flames put them 
in such a deep hole that a furious third-period rally wasn’t enough. 

This time, the coaching staff made a key adjustment. The Stars usually 
fly out of a city right after a game and sleep in the next city if it’s a road 
trip, or in their own beds if back in Dallas. Travel can take a toll in many 
ways, but one of the most difficult things about the Stars’ recent weeks 
has been the drastic changes in time zones. This is especially true with 
the West Coast. When the Stars flew back immediately after their loss to 
Anaheim on Jan. 4, they didn’t touch down until around 5 a.m. because 
the return to Dallas cost them two hours with the two time-zone changes. 
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After their 4-0 win in Los Angeles, the Stars decided to stay the extra 
night in Los Angeles and fly back at a normal hour Friday. 

“We were a different team energy-wise than we were the last time we did 
that trip,” DeBoer said. 

Filed under totally useless and random stat is this tidbit I came across in 
my boredom recently: Jason Robertson, No. 21, has scored a point every 
time he’s played on the 21st of the month. It’s one of three dates for him 
that’s true of (10th, 21st, 30th). His assist on the Stars’ second goal kept 
the streak alive. 

Nils Lundkvist remained a healthy scratch. 

Roope Hintz skated during the Stars’ optional morning skate Saturday 
but did not warm up and didn’t play. After the game, DeBoer continued to 
sound optimistic. 

“Really close,” DeBoer said. “You saw him this morning, he morning 
skated. He was in the conversation. Didn’t make sense to rush him at this 
point, but he’s going to be in the conversation for Monday.” 

Three plays 

These three non-scoring plays stood out. Spoiler alert: Welcome to the 
Jake Oettinger highlight reel. 

First-period save 

Even though the Stars did a good job limiting the Coyotes early, Arizona 
got a decent look off a Heiskanen shot getting blocked and going the 
other way. Oettinger came up with multiple big stops on the sequence. 

Penalty killer 

Oettinger was the Stars’ best penalty killer against the Coyotes. The 
Stars’ usually tight group had a few leaky moments Saturday, but 
Oettinger stepped up and didn’t flinch. The best sequence came midway 
through the second period, with the Coyotes getting some good looks but 
Oettinger serving as a wall. 

Moment of the night 

Oettinger had already come up big on the penalty kill multiple times and 
helped keep the momentum on the Stars’ side. Late in the second period, 
Oettinger stared down a breakaway look and used every inch of his 
frame to make the stop. 

This was arguably the moment of the evening. Not only was it maybe 
Oettinger’s best save of the evening, but as soon as play stopped, much 
of the crowd at the American Airlines Center stood up from their seats 
and gave Oettinger an ovation. When play resumed, the AAC serenaded 
him with chants of “Oetter, Oetter.” 

“Oetter made some huge saves,” DeBoer said. “I mean, that game, the 
momentum could have swung in the second period. He made some 
really critical saves. He was really solid.” 
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Sharks’ inconsistencies on full display in loss to NHL’s worst team 
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The San Jose Sharks have had issues stringing together wins all season 
long, and those struggles have extended to teams at or near the bottom 
of the NHL standings. 

Saturday, the Sharks had trouble putting away the NHL’s worst team, as 
Gus Nyquist scored a go-ahead goal with 7:22 left in the third period to 
help give the Columbus Blue Jackets a 5-3 win at Nationwide Arena. 

Nico Sturm was credited with his 11th goal of the season at the 1:53 
mark of the third period, giving the Sharks a 3-2 lead, although it 
appeared Noah Gregor might have been the last San Jose player to 
touch the puck before it crossed the goal line. 

But Patrik Laine got that goal back just 1:11 later, as he was left alone 
near the slot and fired a shot past Sharks goalie Kaapo Kahkonen for his 
13th of the season. 

Then after a Columbus takeaway, Nyquist ripped a shot past Kahkonen 
for his 10th of the season, helping the Blue Jackets (13-30-2) take a 4-3 
lead and snap a three-game losing streak. Blue Jackets forward Sean 
Kuraly added an empty-net goal with 1:04 to play. 

“We just wanted it to be easy. We thought it was going to be easy, and 
we were wrong,” Sharks coach David Quinn said. “Just didn’t pay a price 
to win a hockey game and at this level, you better pay a price. 

“To me, it was just more of a will thing. Just the way the goals developed 
in the third period in particular. It just seemed like it was more important 
to (the Blue Jackets) as that game went on.” 

The Sharks, who were coming off an impressive 5-3 win over the Dallas 
Stars on Wednesday, also received goals from Timo Meier and Nick 
Bonino. They next play against the NHL’s best team, the Boston Bruins, 
on Sunday night as they continue a five-game road trip. 

After Sunday’s game against the Bruins, the Sharks finish the trip with 
stops in Detroit, Carolina, and Pittsburgh, all teams ahead of San Jose in 
the overall standings. 

“Just a lackluster effort and they deserved to win at the end,” Sturm said. 
“No offense to that team but we look at the other teams we play on this 
road trip, and if we play like that, we’re going to get killed.” 

Kahkonen, in his first start since a 7-1 loss to Edmonton on Jan. 13, 
stopped 24 of 28 shots as the Sharks lost for the fourth time in five 
games. 

“Made some good saves. A couple of tough bounces that are 
unfortunate, but felt good. That’s all I can say,” Kahkonen said of his 
night. “This is obviously really frustrating to come up short in a game like 
that. I think we all really feel we could have won.” 

The Sharks (14-24-9) entered Saturday’s game in 28th place in the NHL 
with 37 points, ahead of Arizona, Anaheim, Chicago and Columbus, and 
just two points behind Vancouver. Against those five teams this season, 
though, the Sharks are now 4-3-5, picking up just 13 of a possible 24 
points. 

Bonino’s goal at the 5:39 mark of the second period gave the Sharks a 2-
0 lead, one that was erased in short order by the Blue Jackets. 

With Noah Gregor serving a tripping penalty, Johnny Gaudreau took a 
pass from Patrik Laine and snapped it past Kaapo Kahkonen for his 13th 
goal of the season at the 11:19 mark of the second. Just 72 seconds 
later, on a Blue Jackets rush, Boone Jenner scored his 12th of the 
season. 

Meier opened the scoring at the 10:49 mark of the first period. 

With the Blue Jackets on the line change, Tomas Hertl sent a pass along 
the boards through the neutral zone to Gregor. Coming in on a odd-man 
rush, Gregor sent a pass to the middle for Meier, who went forehand to 
backhand to beat Columbus goalie Joonas Korpisalo for a 1-0 Sharks 
lead. 

Meier now has seven goals and three assists in 10 goals this month. 
Gregor’s assist was his second in as many games. 

Before Saturday, Kahkonen had a record of 2-1-1 this month with a .868 
save percentage and a 3.98 goals-against average. In two career games 
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against Columbus, the NHL’s 32nd-place team, Kahkonen owned a 1-0-1 
record, a 1.92 GAA, and a .923 save percentage. 
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Sharks’ Meier is ‘very realistic’ about potentially being traded, agent says 
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The agent for Timo Meier said there still have not been any contract 
extension talks with the San Jose Sharks, seemingly amplifying the 
chances that the winger will be traded, potentially before the March 3 
deadline. 

In a text message to this news organization Saturday, Meier’s agent and 
former Sharks player Claude Lemieux wrote, “we have not discussed a 
contract extension and we are very realistic of the possibility of Timo 
getting traded.” 

Meier is in the final year of a four-year, $24 million contract and is slated 
to become a restricted free agent in the offseason. He is making $10 
million in salary this year, meaning the Sharks, if they keep him, will have 
to issue him a qualifying offer of that size this offseason to maintain his 
negotiation rights. 

Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman said earlier this week that if Sharks general 
manager Mike Grier gets a trade offer he likes, he will let the other team 
speak with Meier and Lemieux, to help work out a potential contract 
extension with that team. 

Meier said Saturday he can understand why other NHL teams would 
want to talk to him about a possible contract extension before any trade 
for him is completed. 

If a long-term contract is worked out, the other team would avoid paying 
the salary cap-unfriendly qualifying offer. From the Sharks’ perspective, 
such a contract would presumably improve the trade’s return. 

Meier, without a long-term extension, can become an unrestricted free 
agent in 2024. 

“Obviously I know that teams — if there’s a trade — are going to want to 
talk extension, so I think that this makes sense,” Meier said Saturday 
morning before the Sharks played the Columbus Blue Jackets to start a 
five-game road trip. 

Meier figures to be a top target of playoff-bound NHL teams prior to 
March’s NHL trade deadline. He entered Saturday with a team-high 26 
goals as he’s spent most of the season on the Sharks’ top line with 
Tomas Hertl. 

“Obviously you hear the rumors, but for me, it’s nothing too crazy,” Meier 
said. “It’s just trying to focus on the games and don’t get distracted too 
much by that stuff.” 

Grier, in his first year as the Sharks’ GM, said last week that one of his 
team’s biggest needs is to get younger and more dynamic. Trading Meier 
and acquiring draft picks, including a 2023 first-rounder, or prospects 
could help fill that void. 

“Right now,” Grier said, “we don’t really have the young guys pushing to, 
I guess, grab the torch from the older guys.” 

The Sharks entered Saturday in seventh place in the Pacific Division with 
37 points, 14 points out of a playoff spot. 

After Saturday, the Sharks’ road trip continues with games against 
Boston on Sunday, Detroit on Tuesday, and Carolina and Pittsburgh next 
Friday and Saturday, respectively, before the NHL’s all-star break begins. 

It could be the last time some Sharks players face these teams in a teal 
uniform. 

San Jose also has forwards Nick Bonino and Matt Nieto and goalie 
James Reimer as pending unrestricted free agents. There also continues 
to be speculation that Erik Karlsson, with a team-high 62 points in 46 
games before Saturday, could be moved before the deadline. However, 
unlike Meier, who has no trade restrictions, Karlsson has a full no-
movement clause with veto power over any potential deal. 

Meier said he wants to keep his focus on winning games for the Sharks. 

“That’s the only thing on my mind,” Meier said. “There are some things 
you’re going to hear but that’s all part of that. Every time the trade 
deadline comes closer, there’s going to be stuff like that. You’ve got to be 
able to handle that situation, you’ve got to keep it professional and go out 
there and play your hardest. 

“As of now, I feel really comfortable and it’s not bothering me.” 
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NHL trade deadline: Sharks will be busy, but how drastic will changes 
be? 
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6-7 minutes 21/01/2023 

 

Before officially missing the playoffs the last three years, and also in 
2015, the San Jose Sharks, predictably, were sellers, offloading some 
pending unrestricted free agents to recoup assets, namely in the form of 
draft picks. 

The Sharks’ inner core, though, usually remained intact, although do-
everything forward Barclay Goodrow was traded to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in 2020 for a first-round draft pick that was used to select Ozzy 
Wiesblatt. 

The Sharks are once again out of the playoff picture and once again 
have multiple pending UFA’s, notably forwards Nick Bonino, Matt Nieto, 
and goalie James Reimer, players that should attract interest prior to 
NHL’s trade deadline, now just six weeks away. 

“You get down to this time of year and guys like (Bonino, Nieto, and 
Reimer), they’re valuable for a reason,” Sharks general manager Mike 
Grier said last week. “(The) reason we want them around here and we 
want them around our young guys, kind of driving the culture here, is the 
same reason playoff teams will have interest in them.” 

This year, though, there’s a chance — perhaps a strong one — that Grier 
moves one or more of the Sharks’ most productive players, as he looks 
for ways to better position his team in the long run. 

Right now, Timo Meier’s name is front and center. 

Selected ninth overall by the Sharks in 2015 and on pace for his first 
career 40-goal season, Meier, a tantalizing combination of size and 
speed with a deadly shot, figures to be one of the league’s hotter 
commodities prior to the March 3 deadline. 

Entering Saturday’s game against the Columbus Blue Jackets, which 
starts a five-game road trip for the Sharks, Meier is tied for 11th in the 
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NHL with 26 goals. is tied for 29th among all forwards with 46 points and 
is averaging over 20 minutes of ice time per game for the first time. 

Meier’s also shown he can produce in the playoffs, as he has 20 points in 
35 career postseason games with the Sharks, all before his 23rd 
birthday. 

“He’s the type of player that teams want, especially teams are planning to 
be in the playoffs,” Grier said. “He’s big, he’s fast, he can score. There’s 
plenty of interest in him. We’ll see how it goes. 

“I’ve had some good talks with him, too, about his situation and the 
team’s situation. I’ll keep those between me and him and me and his 
agent (Claude Lemieux).” 

However, in a text message Saturday to this news organization, “we 
have not discussed a contract extension (with the Sharks) and we are 
very realistic of the possibility of Timo getting traded.” 

As has been noted multiple times, Meier, in the final year of a four-year, 
$24 million deal, is a pending restricted free agent making $10 million in 
salary this season, meaning the Sharks will have to issue him a 
qualifying offer of that size this offseason to maintain is negotiation rights. 

That massive qualifying offer could affect the type of return the Sharks 
would get in any potential deal. 

However, Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman speculated on “The Jeff Marek 
Show” Thursday that if Grier and the Sharks get a trade offer they like, 
they will let the other team speak with Meier and Lemieux to help work 
out a potential contract extension to avoid paying the QO. 

“I’ve got all the respect in the world for (Meier) as a player,” Grier said, 
“and we’ll have to kind of see how it all shakes out.” 

Other NHL teams have also reportedly inquired about defenseman 
Jaycob Megna, Barracuda defenseman Ryan Merkley made his trade 
request earlier this month, and just for good measure, speculation about 
defenseman Erik Karlsson’s long-term future in San Jose also isn’t going 
away. 

Although an offseason trade involving Karlsson might make more sense, 
given that general managers would know then exactly what the NHL’s 
salary cap will be, acquiring him now also has plenty of allure. 

Karlsson is healthy and with 62 points, is on pace to become the first 
defenseman since Brian Leetch in 1991-92 to register at least 100 points 
in a season. He could easily help any team go on a long playoff run, 
particularly in the wide-open Western Conference. 

Obviously, there are impediments to a Karlsson trade, namely the fact 
that he has four years left on his contract that carries an average annual 
value of $11.5 million. The quality teams that Karlsson might waive the 
no-movement clause in his contract for simply don’t have that kind of cap 
space, now or in the long term. 

But that doesn’t mean that the Sharks and other teams can’t try to figure 
out a way to make something work. Karlsson has stressed – repeatedly – 
that he wants to win and he hasn’t dismissed the idea of going to another 
team to make that happen. 

Grier confirmed last week that other NHL executives have reached out to 
him to see what the framework of a potential Karlsson deal might look 
like. 

“I know that it’s a possibility in my future that things might change, or they 
might not. I don’t know,” Karlsson said recently on the ‘Got Yer Back’ 
podcast with TSN’s Ryan Rishaug and Pierre LeBrun. “I don’t like to live 
in the unknown and I don’t like to think about it too much. So I’m going to 
do what I can, which is to take care of myself and play as good as I 
possibly can to help San Jose out, to try and get us back to where we 
want to be. 

“If that changes at some point throughout this journey, then it will, and 
we’ll deal with it in an appropriate way. But I think (Grier) has done a 
great job in everything that he’s said and everything that he’s done and 

how he’s acted through all this. I think he should explore all his options 
and his possibilities and do what he believes is best for this organization 
because that’s what it’s all about.” 
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Check out my “Sharks Pregame Live” hit! 

I talked about the trade rumors swirling around the San Jose Sharks’ 
Timo Meier, Erik Karlsson, and James Reimer. 

Here are the highlights of my hit. 

On Timo Meier, I recapped an eventful couple of days of Meier news. 
Elliotte Friedman reported yesterday that the San Jose Sharks were 
willing to let teams interested in trading for Meier talk extension with 
Meier’s agent Claude Lemieux. However, Lemieux told San Jose Hockey 
Now that doesn’t mean that Meier’s days with the Sharks are numbered. 

Lemieux Doesn’t Close Door on Meier Returning to Sharks 

On Erik Karlsson, Pierre LeBrun speculated that Karlsson will not be with 
the San Jose Sharks next season. He doesn’t think that Karlsson will be 
dealt by this Trade Deadline because of his massive contract – four more 
years left after this season with an $11.5 million dollar AAV – but he 
thinks that by June, when teams have a better sense of what the salary 
cap will be in the coming years, interest in Karlsson will perk up and lead 
to a trade by the fall. 

My personal opinion: It’s still going to be tough for a team to fit Karlsson 
into their budget. I think teams will also be leery of Karlsson’s recent 
track record – back-to-back unimpressive campaigns in 2019-20 and 
2020-21, a good but injury-shortened 2021-22 season, and his current 
career season pace. Maybe Karlsson will need to put up consecutive 
elite years to allay fears? 

LeBrun Thinks Sharks Will Trade Karlsson by Fall 

On James Reimer, I opined that because Reimer is not seen as a 
playoff-caliber starter league-wide, he’s not going to command much in 
trade. He might be the San Jose Sharks starter, but on a playoff team, 
he’s a back-up, albeit a high-end one. What’s that worth? Playoff starters 
like Marc-Andre Fleury and Robin Lehner get second-round picks. 
Reimer? You’re lucky to get a third, and a source recently suggested that 
a fourth or a fifth is more likely. 

Trade Values for Sharks Besides Karlsson, Meier? (+) 

Welcome to your new home for San Jose Sharks breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to SJHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Sheng Peng and the National Hockey Now network plus an ad-free 
browsing experience. 
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Worst Team in NHL Comes Back on Sharks 5-3 
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The San Jose Sharks visit the Columbus Blue Jackets at Nationwide 
Arena. Timo Meier and Nick Bonino gave the Sharks an early 2-0 lead, 
but the Blue Jackets fought back. Nico Sturm also scored, but the worst 
team in the NHL came back on the Sharks to win 5-3. 

Period 1 

10 in: Textbook Eyssimont-Karlsson switch off draw, and down-low 
Karlsson finds Hertl for the one-timer in front that Hertl shanks. 

Meier goal: There you go, Noah. Meier with the spectacular finish, but 
Gregor distributes it soft where he needs to. 

7 left: Hertl had the puck and possible all-clear with a step, but caught 
both times. Wonder if he’s lost a little bit of a step. He used to have a 
slow first step but be able to pick up speed, used to be the Sharks’ top 
forward drop option on the power play breakout in 2018-19. He’s still very 
dangerous down low, so he’s still an excellent player, but wonder also if 
he’s playing hurt or something. 

3 left: Kahkonen comes across to stop bad-angle Nyquist one-timer. Not 
a tough save, but these are important. 

Good 5-man forecheck there, Sturm pressures Peeke behind net, Peeke 
tries to hit the wing on the wall, but Harrington pinches, Gregor picks up, 
fires from high slot. 

2 left: Small play, but like that hard Lindblom low-high pass back to 
Karlsson. There was a waiting Jacket, so Lindblom put some mustard on 
it, as he should. Good touch, good catch. 

1 left: A quintessential risky Karlsson shift. Gets between lead pass in 
NZ, great interception, a little risky because he lets the Blue Jacket 
forward get ahead of him so he can play the pass. His entry pass at 
blueline, however, stood up. Karlsson and Eyssimont shade toward 
middle, left lane open, Nyquist gets a step, but desperate stick lift by 
Karlsson, Nyquist wanted call, but Sharks get the stop. 

Period 2 

San Jose Sharks flat to start middle frame. Karlsson had a rough 
defensive shift to start. 

Bonino goal: That will get things turned around. Starts with a crisp 
Karlsson to Bonino DZ exit pass. Outstanding Bonino effort to deflect the 
Sturm shot, and beat Gavrikov with puck on wraparound. 

7 in: Karlsson takes it from Blankenburg, nice job to dominate the smaller 
Blue Jacket, Karlsson is cagy with who to take on physically, I think. I 
mean that in a good way, he doesn’t engage in battles usually that he 
has no chance on. Then Karlsson skates it up, 4-on-2 San Jose Sharks 
because of bad Columbus change, Karlsson may have lured them into 
that. Karlsson makes everyone think that he’s shooting it from the top of 
the key, then he slides it to Eyssimont who’s a good one-timer away from 
his first Sharks goal. But Mikey shanks it. 

Gaudreau goal: Wow, Johnny’s first PP goal this year. 

Jenner goal: That’s Sharks hockey this year. Dominate a period, get out 
to 2-0 lead, but just break down. Put away your opponents! Here, 
between Karlsson and Couture, someone has to pick up Jenner blasting 
out of zone. Instead, both are looking to forecheck, two Sharks on 
Gavrikov. Usually, it’s probably on Couture to forecheck and Karlsson to 
backcheck, but regardless, one person should be doing one job, one 
person the other. Then Benning makes a poor blueline read, trying to 
step up on Nyquist on the blueline. Remenda says to stay back, and I 
agree. But again, blueline to blueline, no one picks up Jenner. That can’t 
happen. Bad hockey all around. 

4 left: Nice job by Sturm to get a stick on the Nieto centering pass. 
Almost a one-hand goal. 

End-to-end action, not sure you want that if you’re the Sharks. Columbus 
more of a rush team, not that Sharks are poor in that, but don’t play to 
CBJ strength. 

1 left: Really enjoy watching Sturm. Not a lot of finesse but pure effort. 
When he’s the San Jose Sharks’ 4C, that might be a sign that the Sharks 
are back. Because he’s such a good 4C. He’s doing yeoman’s work at 
3C for the Sharks, he’s not awful. But he’s indeed a championship-caliber 
4C. 

#SJSharks got what they deserved in that period. 8-0 Slot Shots during 
1st period, #CBJ 7-1 during 2nd 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) January 22, 2023 

Period 3 

Sturm goal: Blankenburg perhaps get tripped in NZ, but good on Ferraro 
to turn it up, takes on four Jackets, off the post, then Sturm and Gregor 
go to work. 

Laine goal: Couture makes guess to get involved in puck battle down low 
with Ferraro. I think that’s his prerogative. Think Harrington can’t allow 
Laine that soft spot. No other Blue Jacket around. 

Not a good penalty by Gregor. 

7 in: Shoot, Timo! You rarely have to tell him that. But there, too unselfish 
to Gregor. 

9 in: Karlsson walks down the slot, stripped, thinks he should get a call, 
but instead Jackets get out on a 3-on-1. In Karlsson’s defense, he 
probably was right. But Sharks spared embarrassment by maybe 
Gaudreau missing his shot. 

8 left: Steal by Gregor, can’t do anything with it, but good play there. 

Nyquist goal: Ouch. Barabanov pickpocketed coming out by Nyquist, 
Johnson returns it to Nyquist coming back, and angle not great, nice 
shot, but you want a save. 

Kuraly goal: 200-foot empty netter, nice shot. 

Welcome to your new home for San Jose Sharks breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to SJHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Sheng Peng and the National Hockey Now network plus an ad-free 
browsing experience. 
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Preview/Lines #47: Grier, Quinn on Scott Harrington & Earning Your Spot 
in Sharks' Line-Up 

 

Sheng Peng 

4-4 minutes 21/01/2023 

 

We asked Mike Grier and David Quinn about Ryan Merkley and Kevin 
Labanc, and they both talked about Scott Harrington. 

NHL and AHL veteran Harrington joined the San Jose Sharks on a PTO 
in training camp and made the team out of training camp. In the first two 
months of the season though, Harrington was waived as much (twice) as 
he played NHL games (2). 
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“Scott Harrington, probably when he got sent down to the American 
[League], thought his opportunity here was done,” Quinn said Thursday. 
“One of the things I said to him, our conversation was you go down there, 
play well, you come back to play. That’s exactly what happened.” 

Since his call-up on Nov. 27, Harrington has played in 15 games and 
provided a steadying presence on the back-end when he’s been in the 
line-up. Tonight, he’s playing the Columbus Blue Jackets, the 
organization that he spent the last six years with before coming to San 
Jose. 

On Merkley, the question was what the plan was for the San Jose 
Sharks’ 2018 first-round pick, who hasn’t played since he requested a 
trade in early January. 

Grier noted: “He’s got to earn his way back in, just like Scott Harrington 
did here, or whoever it may be, [Evgeny] Svechnikov. They sat for a 
while, they got to earn their way back in. That’s where he’s at with that. 
It’s a fluid situation, but he’s got to work his way back into the lineup.” 

Grier on Merkley Trade Request, What Eklund & Bordeleau Must 
Improve 

On Labanc, the question was if Quinn has been healthy scratching the 
skill winger to provide a jolt to the Sharks. 

Quinn denied that, then touched on Harrington perhaps thinking his NHL 
shot was done when the Sharks waived him. 

The bench boss continued on Harrington today: “To me, there’s just no 
bullshit to him. 

“He doesn’t get distracted by everything else in this world and think 
there’s a hidden agenda or anything else 

“I haven’t met a coach who puts people in line-up that doesn’t give them 
a chance to win. 

“He went down there, played well, got called back up, played well within 
the line-up. Sometimes, we lose sight of simplicity in this world.” 

This echoed what he said about Harrington on Thursday: “Those who 
play well will be rewarded with further play. The simplicity of it can’t get 
lost on us. 

“It’s so simple that it’s hard.” 

San Jose Sharks (14-23-9) 

No projected changes in the lines for the #SJSharks. 

Kaapo Kahkonen gets the start against #CBJ 

Missed the preview? Check it out here 

Columbus Blue Jackets (13-30-2) 

Per NHL.com: 

Johnny Gaudreau — Boone Jenner — Kirill Marchenko 

Gustav Nyquist — Jack Roslovic — Patrik Laine 

Kent Johnson — Cole Sillinger — Emil Bemstrom 

Eric Robinson — Sean Kuraly — Mathieu Olivier 

Vladislav Gavrikov — Adam Boqvist 

Tim Berni — Erik Gudbranson 

Nick Blankenburg — Andrew Peeke 

Joonas Korpisalo 

Where to Watch 

The San Jose Sharks will take on the Columbus Blue Jackets at 4 PM 
PST at Nationwide Arena. Watch it live on NBC Sports California. Listen 
to it on the Sharks Audio Network. 
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Lemieux Doesn't Close Door on Meier Returning to Sharks 

 

Sheng Peng 

2-3 minutes 21/01/2023 

 

Claude Lemieux hasn’t closed the door yet on Timo Meier’s return to the 
San Jose Sharks. 

Lemieux, the pending RFA’s agent, told San Jose Hockey Now via text 
today: “Both options are still very real, getting traded or signing, but we 
have yet to discuss anything.” 

Elliotte Friedman reported yesterday that the San Jose Sharks would 
allow teams interested in trading for Meier to talk extension with Lemieux. 

“San Jose has indicated a willingness that if you make them a trade 
proposal they like, they will let you talk [extension] with Meier’s 
representative,” Friedman said. 

On the surface, that appears to be prelude to Meier leaving the San Jose 
Sharks. 

Lemieux neither confirmed nor denied Friedman’s report. 

Meier took the same stance this morning, but acknowledged, “I knew that 
teams, if there’s a trade, teams are gonna want to talk extension. It just 
makes sense.” 

It also makes sense for San Jose Sharks GM Mike Grier to maximize 
trade offers by allowing teams to talk extension parameters with Meier’s 
camp. 

But does that mean that Meier is as good as gone? 

According to Lemieux, no. 

It doesn’t appear that player or representative have a problem with Grier 
trying to field the best possible offer. The ball is also in Meier’s court too, 
as he’ll get to let teams know how interested he is in re-signing with them 
before he’s dealt. 

Welcome to your new home for San Jose Sharks breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to SJHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Sheng Peng and the National Hockey Now network plus an ad-free 
browsing experience. 
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Offering a sincere apology to Bruins general manager Don Sweeney: 
You were right about everything 

 

By Christopher L. Gasper Globe Staff 

Updated January 21, 2023, 12:47 p.m. 
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Folks don’t really write letters anymore — epistolary communication has 
migrated to e-mail. Here is one that has been sitting in my drafts folder, 
an apology to general manager Don Sweeney for doubting his plan for 
the runaway Bruins this season. 

From: christopher.gasper@mybad.com 

To: don.sweeney@itoldyouso.com 

Dear Don, 

Sports columnists are generally not very adept at apologies. We tend to 
be all bluster and little contrition, but I wanted to write to let you know that 
I was wrong about your capability to construct a Stanley Cup contender. I 
was wrong to say that former Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy is better at his 
job than you are at yours. Tell Cam Neely to stop growling at me in news 
conferences. 

This Bruins team you’ve built is a vulcanized-rubber wrecking ball. I’ve 
canceled all vacation plans for June, accordingly. 

I thought you were grasping at straws and trying to cover your, uh … 
tracks when you decided to squeeze another kick at the Cup out of this 
core like the last speck of ketchup from a spent bottle. I scoffed when you 
repeatedly said last year’s club that bowed out in the first round to 
Carolina “left something on the table.” 

The Globe's most recent sports headlines delivered to your inbox every 
morning. 

I know you’re an avid cyclist, but I thought you were just spinning your 
wheels and taking the hockey public for a ride. 

Now, I want to turtle like Claude Lemieux. Your Bruins look as 
unstoppable as Wayne Gretzky on a breakaway. Your unbeatable bunch 
had compiled 76 points in 45 games (36-5-4) heading into Sunday’s 
match with the San Jose Sharks at TD Garden. Even the Gallery Gods 
couldn’t have envisioned a Bruins team this dominant on home ice with 
one regulation loss through 25 games. 

This season has been pure bliss for Spoked-Believers, thanks to you. 

You’ve exhibited a golden touch for the Black and Gold that’s surely the 
envy of some of your Harvard classmates in the financial world. 

Convincing elder skatesman Patrice Bergeron to return for a 19th season 
on a cap-friendly contract was a coup. Bergy’s age matches his jersey 
number (37), but you wouldn’t know it from his play. Put him down for a 
sixth Selke Trophy. 

However, your pucks piece de resistance was cajoling David Krejci to 
return from his self-imposed sabbatical in Czechia. Admittedly, I thought 
the plan to lure Krejci back to fill the chasm at second-line center that 
torpedoed last year’s team and Cassidy’s Boston coaching tenure was 
lazy and desperate. But that’s why readers remind me I’m not Mr. 
Hockey every chance they get. 

Krejci, 36, still has his trademark playmaking panache — he recorded his 
105th career multi-assist game on Thursday night, passing Wayne 
Cashman for sixth most in franchise history. He has made magic on the 
Just Czeching Line with countrymen David Pastrnak and Pavel Zacha — 
I can’t believe you got him for Erik Haula! — on his wings. 

Pastrnak is a goal-scoring machine with 35 in 45 games. Normally, I 
would admonish you for not locking him up. The contract price keeps 
climbing with every frisson-inducing flick of his stick. But clearly you 
realized he would be motivated by the specter of a contract year to 
produce a career year. 

Advantage, Sweeney. 

Speaking of contracts, I must offer another mea culpa. I thought the four-
year, $20 million contract you handed to goalie Linus Ullmark before the 
2021-22 season was an overpay for a meh netminder. 

Ok, I’m being kind. I thought it was another one of your Jacobs family 
cash-for-clunker free agent moves like David Backes. 

But you knew Ullmark would channel 2011 Tim Thomas this season. 
He’s the only qualified NHL goalie with a goals-against average below 
2.00 (1.89), and leads the league in save percentage (.937) and wins 
(24). 

Everyone keeps looking for a hole in the Black and Gold armor, but there 
isn’t one. 

Your club leads the NHL in goals per game (3.80) and, by a wide margin, 
fewest goals allowed per game (2.07). As of Friday, no team had scored 
more third-period goals (67) or allowed fewer overall (93). 

Your team keeps burying opponents like the organization buried the 
whole unfortunate Mitchell Miller affair. 

Oh, sorry I brought that up. Old habits die hard. 

Of course, I would be remiss if I didn’t offer plaudits and a sincere 
apology for the move that has paid off the most, canning Cassidy to hire 
Jim Montgomery. 

I was quite vocal that I thought deep-sixing Cassidy was an act of self-
preservation on your part. I thought you were merely saving your own 
hockey hide. That you were the one who deserved to get a pink slip and 
not straight-shooter Butch, who got the team to the cusp of the Stanley 
Cup in 2019 and then saw it outclassed in subsequent postseasons by 
more talented outfits, particularly on the blue line. Cassidy boasted the 
second-best point percentage (.672) of any Bruins coach of more than 
two seasons behind Tom Johnson (.738). 

You were right. The team needed a change in message and messenger. 

Montgomery activated the defense and reactivated the team’s confidence 
and élan. Even Jake DeBrusk looks happy to be a Bruin. 

He was having a strong season before going on long-term IR with hand 
and lower-body injuries after scoring the game-winner in the Winter 
Classic. I thought DeBrusk was only capable of suffering a bruised ego. 

I guess Cassidy was too cozy with the media and too prickly for his 
players with his blunt assessments. Either way, a different voice was 
exactly what this bunch needed. 

It’s one thing to throw a coach overboard. It’s another to choose the 
proper successor. You nailed it with Montgomery, the former University 
of Maine captain. Kudos. 

The avuncular Montgomery has pushed all the right buttons and been 
able to wring more offense out of the roster, a must because it helps 
disguise some of the draft woes the team has experienced since 2015, 
which purely coincidentally is the year you became GM. 

It was a good omen for Montgomery and the team when his kids were 
kind enough to offer pieces of cake from his introductory news 
conference to voracious media members. 

So, that’s it Don. I just wanted to admit that I was wrong and you were 
right — about everything. 

I don’t expect a reply. I’m sure you’re busy scouting additions for the 
trade deadline, making sure this team is airtight for the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

See you at the parade. 

Yours truly, 

Chris G. 
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Bruins lose Tomas Nosek to foot fracture; center set to miss a month or 
more 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff 

Updated January 21, 2023, 12:06 p.m. 

 

While Brandon Carlo returned to practice Saturday after a blocked shot 
left him hobbling, Tomas Nosek was not as fortunate. 

The Bruins said the fourth-line center will miss at least four weeks with a 
non-displaced fracture in his left foot, beginning with Sunday’s date with 
the Sharks. The injury happened during a 3-1 win over the Rangers in 
Manhattan on Thursday, the club said. 

Nosek joins top-line right wing Jake DeBrusk in the recovery room. Since 
DeBrusk exited the lineup after hand and leg injuries in the Jan. 2 Winter 
Classic, the Bruins are 7-1-0. 

The Bruins (36-5-4) were thankful that Carlo, who did not return to 
Thursday’s game after taking a shot off the outside of his right boot, 
shook off any ill effects. He skated at practice Saturday in Brighton 
without apparent limitation. Coach Jim Montogmery characterized it as a 
nerve issue. 

Nosek appeared to be hurt during a delayed penalty late in Thursday’s 
first period. Craig Smith committed interference in the neutral zone and 
while the Rangers were working with the extra attacker, a K’Andre Miller 
one-timer dropped Nosek with 59 seconds left in the frame. 

The Globe's most recent sports headlines delivered to your inbox every 
morning. 

The Bruins still on the penalty kill, Nosek was on the ice to start the 
second, and he skated a regular shift the rest of the game. 

Nosek (3-5–8 in 42 games) is the Bruins’ top left-shot PK forward, 
averaging 2:39 per game for the No. 1 kill in the league (87 percent 
entering Sunday). He also is their best left-side faceoff man, winning a 
stellar 58.3 percent of his 307 draws. 

Because of an undisclosed upper-body injury, Nosek has not taken a 
faceoff since Dec. 27, a span of eight games. The time off will allow that 
injury to heal, meaning Nosek will return to taking critical draws. 

“It should be all healed by the end of this week,” Montgomery said. 

With Nosek out for at least a month, Joona Koppanen has a chance to 
settle in as the No. 4 center. That will help the Bruins determine his 
seaworthiness for the spring. 

“I thought his first game was better than his second,” Montgomery said of 
the 24-year-old Finn, who is scoreless in two games since making his 
NHL debut against Seattle last Monday. “I thought his second, there 
[were] things that happened in the game he’s going to learn and get 
better from. It’s the NHL. You’re going to sometimes be in situations 
where next time you’ll be more aggressive, or next time you’ll do this. But 
he didn’t hurt us.” 

That includes in the faceoff circle. In a much smaller body of work, 
Koppanen is running at 62.5 percent (10 for 16) in his two-game audition. 
For now, he can lean on his size (6 feet 5 inches, 216 pounds) and hand-
eye coordination to hang at the dot. In the coming weeks, he will learn a 
few chess moves from Patrice Bergeron, David Krejci, Charlie Coyle, and 
assistant coach Chris Kelly, a former pivot. 

“You have to learn how opponents do it, who’s going to put their leg in, 
who’s going to cheat more, who’s going to cheat less,” Koppanen said 
Saturday. “We have clips before every game, what every faceoff guy on 
their team is going to do. Of course you have a couple different things 
you’re going to try to do on your own.” 

Caufield out 

The Bruins will not see sniper Cole Caufield in Montreal on Tuesday in 
the season’s first meeting with the Canadiens. Caufield is set for season-
ending right shoulder surgery, the Habs announced Saturday. They are 
also without No. 1 overall draft pick Juraj Slavkofsky (lower body), who 
could miss the rest of the season … Marc McLaughlin, who has four 
goals and eight points in his last eight games in Providence, is making a 
case for a call-up. Montgomery said the Bruins would recall a forward for 
a trip that runs through Montreal, Tampa Bay (Thursday), Florida 
(Saturday), and Carolina (a week from Sunday). He did not say who 
would get the promotion … The Bruins have been healthy nearly the 
entire season on defense, save for Derek Forbort (hand) missing most of 
November. As such, working in Jakub Zboril, who has played once since 
Thanksgiving, has been a challenge. “It is really hard,” Montgomery said. 
“We are aware of it and we share that with him. For him, there’s been a 
noticeable change in his attitude. It was hard — it is hard — for maybe 
the first month, three weeks, to get up for practice, to have a smile and 
an infectious attitude around your teammates, because that’s part of the 
equation when you’re not playing. Ever since then, I would say a week 
before Christmas, he’s had a great attitude.” … During the post-practice 
stretch, the Bruins sang a round of “Happy Birthday” for Hampus 
Lindholm, who turned 29 on Friday. 
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Bruins lose Tomas Nosek to broken foot 

 

Steve Conroy 

5-7 minutes 1/21/2023 

 

For the perpetual fretters in the Bruins’ fandom who need to see their 36-
5-4 team take on a little more adversity to test their mettle, your time has 
come – but not from the expected source of angst. 

While Brandon Carlo seemed no worse for wear after having to leave the 
game at Madison Square Garden on Thursday after blocking a shot with 
his right foot, the B’s announced that fourth line center Tomas Nosek 
suffered a non-displaced fracture of his left foot in the 3-1 win over the 
Rangers. He will be re-evaluated in four weeks 

In a good news/bad news day, let’s take a look at the latter first. 

While he does not play as a big a role as Carlo does in the overall 
scheme – Carlo averages 6:01 more of ice time on the back end – the 
Nosek injury does represent a loss. He not only anchors a fourth line that 
has carried its share of the load this season, he takes a regular shift on 
the B’s league-leading penalty kill and has a 58.3% success rate on the 
dot.. 

Now, in the immediate future at least, those responsibilities will fall to 6-
foot-5 Joona Koppanen, who has played two NHL games over the past 
couple of weeks as Nosek battled an upper body injury. 

While Koppanen has shown strength on draws (he’s won 10 of 16 so far) 
and the PK, coach Jim Montgomery said Koppanen’s short NHL resume 
has been something of a mixed bag. 

“I thought his first game (against Seattle) was better than his his second 
(against the Islanders),” said Montgomery after Saturday’s practice. “I 
thought his second, there were things that happened in the game where 
he’s going to learn to get better from. It’s the NHL. You’re going to 
sometimes be in situations where (you learn) ‘Next time I’m going to be 
more aggressive’ or ‘Next time I’m going to do this.’ But he didn’t hurt us 
at all. He helped us win that game. And then I think today in practice is 
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the best I’ve seen him look. The more you’re in the NHL, the more you 
get acclimated and lose the nerves and you start being yourself. He 
practiced really well today.” 

Montgomery said that the team will bring up another forward for the 
upcoming five-game road trip after Sunday’s match against the San Jose 
Sharks, though he didn’t specify whether it would be a center or wing. It 
is going to be a challenging trip to Montreal, Tampa Bay, Sunrise, 
Carolina and Toronto that will not only provide Koppanen a chance to 
prove himself, but for the B’s coaching and management it is an 
opportunity to better evaluate the 2016 fifth-round pick. 

“Its good for him and good for us to know if we have a guy who can do 
this daily and add to our playoff depth. We’re looking at that for this year 
and looking down the road for next year,” said Montgomery. 

As for Carlo, he appears good to go for Sunday’s game against the 
Sharks but that final decision will be made on Sunday. Montgomery said 
that issue appeared to be nerve-related as opposed to pertaining to a 
bone. Prior to practice on Saturday, Carlo tested it out and went back to 
the room a couple of times before returning to participate fully in the 
session, skating on his regular pairing with Hampus Lindholm and then 
jumping in on the PK with Derek Forbort. 

While the B’s position in the standings suggest this might be an ideal 
time to give Carlo a rest and provide some minutes for Jakub Zboril, 
that’s not quite how hockey players operate. 

“I said, ‘If it doesn’t feel good, don’t worry about it. It’s going to be fine by 
Tuesday.’ And he was like ‘Well, I don’t want to miss a game,’” said 
Montgomery. “That’s just the way hockey players are wired. We’re 
fortunate that way. With (Patrice Bergeron), if he wasn’t fine, we’re going 
to take him out of the lineup on Thursday. But he was like ‘I’m fine, I’m 
not wearing a bubble. I’m playing.’ That was the end of the conversation.” 

Montgomery, who has been liberal in cutting back practice time, said 
there will come a time later this season when he’ll have to take that 
decision out of his players’ hands as they gear up for the post-season. 

“When we think the benefit is that they’re going to be better in the 
playoffs,” he said. “If we think they’re going to be more rested, we’re 
going to sit guys in back-to-backs. Now we don’t have the option of sitting 
a lot of guys, but if we can throw in a rotation, every bit helps. I think the 
players have appreciated the days off that we’ve had this year. I know 
David Krejci, in my office one time said ‘I don’t know if I’d have the ability 
to play as many games this year if haven’t had as much time off.’ It lets 
the players regenerate, it lets them get the treatment they get without the 
added abuse to (the body). Over time, your body just doesn’t recover like 
it used to.” 

Meanwhile, Zboril appears to be destined for the press box once again. 
He has played just 6:47 since coming out of the lineup after he had a 
costly turnover in a Nov. 23 loss in Florida. Montgomery acknowledged 
the situation is a difficult one for Zboril, though the coach believes he’s 
learned to deal with it better. 

“It is really hard. We’re aware of that and we share that with him,” said 
Montgomery. “And for him, there’s been a noticeable change in his 
attitude. It was hard for maybe the first month or three weeks to get up 
for practice, to have a smile on and have an infectious attitude around 
your teammates. Because that’s part of the equation when you’re not 
playing. Ever since then, I’d say a week before Christmas, he’s had a 
great attitude. He comes to the rink with a smile on his face, he’s been a 
great teammates for everybody.” 
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Boston Bruins' Nosek Out A Month With Leg Fracture 

 

Joe Haggerty 

2-3 minutes 1/21/2023 

 

The Boston Bruins will be without their fourth line center for a while as 
they announced that Tomas Nosek will miss roughly a month with a non-
displaced fracture in his left foot. Nosek suffered the injury during 
Boston’s 3-1 win over the New York Rangers on Thursday night at 
Madison Square Garden while totaling three blocked shots in 13:18 of ice 
time. 

Per the Boston Bruins press release, Nosek will be reevaluated in four 
weeks after rest, healing and rehab from the injury. 

The 30-year-old Nosek has three goals and eight points in 42 games this 
season but had been moved off center lately as an upper body injury was 
keeping him from taking faceoffs over the last couple of weeks. With that 
in mind, one would expect that this could mean either a longer look at 
Joona Koppanen as a fourth line center possibility as he’s been up and 
down from the AHL over the last few weeks, or perhaps a look at another 
P-Bruins forward like Marc McLaughlin or Chris Wagner as Nosek would 
be moved to long term injured reserve. 

Koppanen centered Nick Foligno and AJ Greer at Saturday’s practice at 
Warrior Ice Arena, so it certainly appears that the 6-foot-5 Finnish center 
is going to get the first crack at fourth line center after getting a few 
games under his belt. 

“I thought his first game was better than his second,” said Boston Bruins 
head coach Montgomery. “I thought with his second there’s areas where 
– or things that happened in the game where he’s going to learn and get 
better from. 

“I mean, it’s the NHL. You’re going to sometimes be in situations where 
you’re going to say, ‘Next time, I’m going to be more aggressive or next 
time I’m going to do this. But he didn’t hurt us at all. He helped us win 
that game. And then I think today in practice is the best I’ve seen him 
look.” 

On the good news injury front, stay-at-home defenseman Brandon Carlo 
did practice with the Boston Bruins after he was forced to exit Thursday 
night’s win over the Rangers after blocking a shot with his left foot. 
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Bruins Daily: Defense To Offense; Shame On The Canucks 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

2-3 minutes 1/21/2023 

 

The Boston Bruins blue line has been activated and it’s paying dividends 
offensively. 

That, more Bruins and NHL news, and NHL trade rumors in the latest 
Boston Hockey Now Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

The Boston Bruins have been getting more offense from the backend this 
season. Heck! Even Derek Forbort has been sniping this season! 

Speaking Boston Bruins defensemen, Connor Clifton is having a career 
year in a contract year. 
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National Hockey Now 

PHI: Philadelphia Flyers rookie goalie Sam Ersson was a victim of the 
numbers game. 

PGH: Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry was a brick wall in a 4-1 
win over the Ottawa Senators on Friday night in Pittsburgh. 

NYI: New York Islanders center Mathew Barzal is struggling and that 
means it could be a good time for general manager Lou Lamoriello to 
strike early on the NHL trade market. 

WSH: Former Washington Capitals head coach Bruce Boudreau is 
getting a raw deal in Vancouver. Canucks team President Jim Rutherford 
should be ashamed of himself for the way things have been handled with 
his team’s coaching situation. 

FLA: So when will Florida Panthers goalie Spencer Knight be back 
between the pipes in the NHL? 

DET: Detroit Red Wings forward Tyler Bertuzzi isn’t expected to be out 
long-term with his latest injury. …at least that’s what the science says. 

COL: Count the Colorado Avalanche as being in on the Bo Horvat NHL 
trade sweepstakes. 

VGK: Vegas Golden Knights goalie Logan Thompson is having an 
historic season. 

LAK: Is Los Angeles Kings goalie Pheonix Copley finally coming back 
down to earth. 

Canada Hockey Now 

MTL: Should the Montreal Canadiens spit up the dynamic duo of Nick 
Suzuki and Cole Caufield? 

CGY: So how much are the Calgary Flames really missing Matthew 
Tkachuk’s spark? 

NHL 

Tough luck for Carolina Hurricanes winger Max Pacioretty as he tore his 
Achilles tendon again. 
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How Tomas Nosek’s foot injury affects the Bruins, from trades to roster 
moves 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

5-6 minutes 1/21/2023 

 

BRIGHTON, Mass. — If any team can survive a month without its No. 4 
center, it is the Bruins. They have been without Jake DeBrusk, their No. 1 
right wing, for the last eight games. They have lost just once. 

So the fact that Tomas Nosek is scheduled to miss four weeks because 
of a non-displaced fracture in his left foot is not going to torpedo the best-
in-class Bruins. The 30-year-old was injured on Jan. 19 against the 
Rangers when he blocked a K’Andre Miller one-timer. Nosek finished the 
game and played 13:18, including 2:30 on the penalty kill, most of any 
forward. 

Nosek is 11th in scoring among team forwards with eight points. He 
ranks ninth up front in average ice time per game (12:29). The Bruins, 13 
points clear of the second-place Maple Leafs, are in no danger of ceding 
divisional territory. 

Neither will Nosek’s month-long absence send general manager Don 
Sweeney rushing to make a trade. Joona Koppanen will get the first 
crack at filling the fourth-line position on Sunday against the Sharks 
between Nick Foligno and A.J. Greer. Situationally, Foligno, Pavel Zacha 
and Trent Frederic are available to play in the middle. 

Meanwhile, Brandon Carlo — who also took a puck off the foot against 
the Rangers — practiced on Saturday without limitations. According to 
coach Jim Montgomery, Adam Fox’s shot struck Carlo on a nerve, which 
kept the defenseman from returning. Carlo should be available on 
Sunday. 

Still, Nosek fills a role, albeit a complementary one. He was the only full-
time left-shot center. Nosek’s 2:39 of average short-handed ice time per 
game was second-most among forwards, behind only Charlie Coyle 
(2:43), his primary penalty-killing partner. 

The next month, then, will help dictate how the Bruins proceed before the 
March 3 trade deadline and in the playoffs. 

On the trade front, Bo Horvat would be the most high-profile target, 
regardless of Nosek’s status. Like Nosek, he is a left-shot center. Unlike 
Nosek, Horvat is an offensive game-breaker. The Vancouver captain’s 30 
goals place him at No. 6 in the league. 

The trick, of course, is making a Horvat acquisition work. As good as the 
fit would be, bringing Horvat on would be challenging from all angles, be 
it accommodating his $5.5 million average annual value, meeting the 
Canucks’ trade demands or signing the center to an extension.  

The Bruins fall short in every category. Once DeBrusk comes off long-
term injured reserve, they are projected to be right up against the cap. 
Not only would the Canucks have to retain part of Horvat’s salary, but 
they would also have to be willing to take back additional money. That 
would come at a cost, such as a pick or a prospect. 

On that end, the Bruins do not have many futures to compete in the high-
end market. Aside from Fabian Lysell and Mason Lohrei, their top two 
prospects, it’s difficult to identify a youngster that would move 
Vancouver’s needle. 

Then there would be the trick of extending Horvat. This has been 
Sweeney’s preference in previous deadline trades, from Charlie Coyle to 
Taylor Hall to Hampus Lindholm. But the Bruins are already dealing with 
limited cash reserves because of the payday they’ve budgeted toward 
David Pastrnak. Frederic and Jeremy Swayman will be restricted free 
agents at year’s end. The Bruins could also be subject to overage 
penalties in 2023-24 because of performance bonuses due to Patrice 
Bergeron and David Krejci. 

The easier transaction, then, would be one in the depth category to 
reinforce the bottom six. To this point, the Bruins have wondered whether 
Koppanen can be first up in the playoffs. This will be his chance to put 
together a handful of games to serve as his proving grounds. 

“It’s good for him,” coach Jim Montgomery said. “And it’s good for us to 
know, ‘Do we have a guy who can do this daily and add to our playoff 
depth?’ Obviously, we’re looking at that for this year. Then we’re looking 
down the road for next year.” 

If Koppanen does not meet their expectations, it could convince 
management to acquire outside help. Nick Bonino, for example, should 
be available as a rental from San Jose. Bonino is an experienced left-
shot center with plenty of PK reps. 

Internally, Nosek’s injury may give Marc McLaughlin an up-top look. 
McLaughlin can play center and right wing. He made an immediate NHL 
impact last year after leaving Boston College. 

Some teams would be desperate for external reinforcements if two of 
their forwards were out for weeks. But the Bruins are in no rush to 
replace DeBrusk and Nosek. Their 36-5-4 record has given them the 
luxury of time. 
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NHL trade deadline 2023: Identifying the biggest need for all 32 teams 

 

Scott Powers, Aaron Portzline, Max Bultman, Corey Masisak, Arpon 
Basu, Michael Russo, Jonas Siegel, Charlie O'Connor, Jeremy 
Rutherford, Eric Duhatschek, Kevin Kurz, Murat Ates, Arthur Staple, 
Shayna Goldman, Joe Smith, Fluto Shinzawa, Saad Yousuf, Eric 
Stephens, Matthew Fairburn, Tarik El-Bashir, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, 
Jesse Granger, Rob Rossi, Harman Dayal, Sean Gentille, Peter Baugh, 
Joe Rexrode, Ian Mendes, Julian McKenzie, Cory Lavalette 

21-26 minutes 21/01/2023 

 

What does your favorite NHL team need at the league’s March 3 trade 
deadline? A star? A bit of depth? To swap anything of present value for 
future assets? 

The Athletic asked its NHL staff this week what they think each team 
needs. Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Another first-round pick: Can Connor Bedard be acquired? What, no 
inter-league trading? Well, until the Ducks take their shot in the draft 
lottery, the next best thing at the deadline would be to add another 
selection in the first round. They have to continue building out their core, 
and it’s good to have multiple chances at getting players who could make 
an impact for the next five or 10 years. Trevor Zegras, Jamie Drysdale 
and Mason McTavish were all top-10 selections. OHL star Pavel 
Mintyukov could become a key piece on the Ducks’ future blue line. But 
recent late first-rounders Jacob Perreault and Brayden Tracey haven’t 
progressed. Nathan Gaucher, a rangy physical two-way center who went 
22nd last year, could change that streak. But getting that extra first won’t 
be easy. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

A young asset and/or draft-pick accumulation: The Coyotes’ blueprint 
going forward is clear: Ideally, they’ll have a competitive team in place by 
the time a new building is in place, which would then create the revenue 
streams to pay for a playoff contender. Until then, the goal is to move 
players in and out to keep costs low but gain assets for a more hopeful 
someday down the road. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Depth scoring/defense: The best-in-show Bruins have no weaknesses. 
They also have no cap space. As such, they might not be able to afford a 
big-ticket acquisition such as Bo Horvat. More realistic adds would be a 
right wing to play some of the shifts the Bruins expected Craig Smith to 
take. They would also be stronger with a depth defenseman, preferably a 
right shot. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Help on defense: Buffalo’s defensive depth has been tested this season, 
and it’s become clear that beyond Rasmus Dahlin, Mattias Samuelsson 
and Owen Power, consistency is becoming an issue. A big part of that is 
the need for another experienced player on the blue line. If the Sabres 
don’t want to give up the assets required for someone like Jakob 
Chychrun or Matt Dumba, a veteran like Joel Edmundson could fit. — 
Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

A scoring winger: General manager Brad Treliving has sought out a 
scoring winger since the opening day of training camp. While there’s no 
shortage of available options ahead of the trade deadline, the salary cap 

could dictate whether Treliving can consummate a trade suitable to help 
his team. The Flames could probably use another third-pairing 
defenseman while they’re at it, but, again, their salary-cap problems 
make that hard to enact. — Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

A goal scorer: Thursday’s injury to Max Pacioretty didn’t look good, and 
odds are the six-time 30-goal scorer’s tenure with the Hurricanes will end 
at five games played. That means Carolina will need to again address its 
goal-scoring — the reason Pacioretty was acquired in the offseason. 
Whether the team does it by upgrading at second-line center with a 
player like Bo Horvat or by going after a winger like Vladimir Tarasenko, 
the Hurricanes’ needs just became more urgent ahead of the deadline. 
— Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

An answer from Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews: Kane and Toews’ 
futures are still unknown. Some information is expected to come in the 
next few weeks. Once they state their preference to be traded or remain 
in Chicago through the season, general manager Kyle Davidson can 
begin to plan out the deadline and beyond. Kane and Toews are the big 
names, but Davidson may get interest in other players and could take on 
a bad contract or two. — Scott Powers 

Colorado Avalanche 

A middle-six forward: In an ideal world for the Avalanche, they would get 
a second-line center. They’ve felt Nazem Kadri’s absence, especially 
with all the injuries they’ve dealt with. But second-line centers aren’t 
cheap to acquire, and Evan Rodrigues’ strong season means the team 
could consider putting him at 2C when fully healthy. That could allow the 
front office to trade for a slightly cheaper player than a standout 2C, such 
as a middle-six winger. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Prime draft picks: They have billed this current down cycle as a “restart” 
rather than a full-on “rebuild,” but this dreadful season is at least a 
reminder that these climbs back to competitiveness don’t always occur at 
the desired pace. The Blue Jackets are hoping their own first-round pick 
this summer gives them a chance to land one of the special players at 
the top of the draft board. But why stop there? GM Jarmo Kekalainen 
could have three UFAs to trade at the deadline: defenseman Vladislav 
Gavrikov, winger Gustav Nyquist and goaltender Joonas Korpisalo. Of 
those three, Gavrikov is most likely to wrest a first-round pick from a 
contender, but Kekalainen would be wise to load up on as many early 
picks as possible in what figures to be a strong draft. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

A top-six forward or second-pairing defenseman: This is a tougher 
answer than some would think. The Stars’ biggest disappointment of the 
season has been the second-line right wing position so a top-six forward 
would be the logical answer. But the back end has been starved and 
doesn’t have a marquee talent yet, as Nils Lundkvist develops, outside of 
Miro Heiskanen. Dallas needs somebody to not just enhance the blue 
line but to ensure too much isn’t put on Heiskanen’s shoulders, to the 
point he isn’t able to be his best self. — Saad Yousuf 

If the Stars look to add at the trade deadline this season, top-six forward 
would be one of the areas. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Help for the (near) future: Like most sellers, the Red Wings’ trade 
deadline will be judged by how much they can do to help their future. 
Yes, that means draft picks — but not exclusively so. If the Red Wings 
can make a deal that helps them get better in the near future, such as for 
an advanced prospect or even NHL player, there’s value in that, 
especially with some key players already in their mid-20s. Last year’s 
acquisition of Jake Walman, who arrived via the Nick Leddy trade, is a 
good example of how this can be done while selling. A first-round pick 
would of course take precedence, but if Detroit is choosing between 
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second- and third-round picks or prospects and players, there’s a good 
case for the latter. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

An impactful left-side defenseman: The evolution of Philip Broberg might 
change the thinking here, but right now the need is someone who can 
play behind Darnell Nurse. This has arguably been the biggest hole on 
the team since Oscar Klefbom’s last game in August 2020, with the 
exception of Duncan Keith last season. Jakob Chychrun checks so many 
boxes, but he didn’t appear to be the right fit for the Oilers. Vladislav 
Gavrikov and Joel Edmundson are of interest. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Disgruntled Coyotes blueliner Jakob Chychrun would be the perfect fit for 
the Oilers, who desperately need to upgrade the left side of their 
defense. 

Florida Panthers 

Salary cap relief: There aren’t many general managers with a tougher 
cap situation than Bill Zito. In the offseason, plenty of money will free up. 
Now, though, the Panthers are at the limit with more than $8 million on 
long-term injured reserve and at least one player, in Anthony Duclair, 
nearing a return. Florida has shown signs of life recently and might be in 
the market for some reinforcements. If it’s Duclair, they’ll need to create 
$3 million in space. Adding anyone else would mean even more roster 
subtractions, though. Tough spot. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

A left-handed defenseman or goaltender: The Kings have seemingly 
needed to fortify the left side of their unbalanced defense forever, and 
they have consistently been among the teams that could land Arizona’s 
Jakob Chychrun. They’ve gotten by nicely using the right-handed Sean 
Durzi on that side, but there are options other than Chychrun to look at 
as well. That said, addressing the situation in net could be as important 
or more so. As great of a rescue effort as Pheonix Copley has given L.A., 
the 30-year-old entered the year as the No. 3 and didn’t look too good in 
Thursday’s loss to Dallas, when he was pulled after four goals on 17 
shots. With Jonathan Quick struggling and Cal Petersen in the minors, 
it’s an area general manager Rob Blake needs to figure out. — Eric 
Stephens 

#LAKings are squarely in the thick of a competitive Pacific Division race. 
Is a trade necessary to secure their playoff standing? Is a LHD needed 
for that? Here are 10 options (and a few more) to 
consider.https://t.co/1TZ0tAFUVp 

— Eric Stephens (@icemancometh) January 17, 2023 

Minnesota Wild 

Help for Matt Boldy: After scoring once in 15 games and no goals in the 
previous 11, Boldy finally scored a meaningless goal in a 5-2 loss to 
Carolina on Thursday. He has not played well for a while — not only 
struggling offensively but also defensively and coughing up pucks 
constantly. A lot of it is on him, but the Wild need to establish a better 
second line by getting Boldy help either at his opposite wing or at center. 
— Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

A good draft pick: This used to be a first-round draft pick, but the 
Canadiens’ ability to acquire that now seems grim. Perhaps Joel 
Edmundson could provide it, but at worst, the Canadiens need additional 
draft capital no matter how they can get it. — Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators 

An impactful forward: The Preds need it because, basically across the 
board, they are getting less production than planned from their key 
forwards. Matt Duchene is way off last season’s pace, Filip Forsberg is 
closer after a recent hot streak, and Mikael Granlund and Ryan Johansen 
are not doing enough. That’s not to say the Preds should actually set out 
to trade for an impactful forward — at some point, this team needs to be 

a seller — but that’s the need. A promotion for Philip Tomasino from 
Milwaukee would be one way to address this without losing assets. — 
Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

A scoring winger: Sure, the Devils could look for a bit more security in 
net, long-term. But at the 2023 deadline, their focus should be adding 
another scoring winger into the mix. New Jersey has assets to move, and 
there will be options on the market. The splashiest target obviously is 
Timo Meier, but management could look for another player with shooting 
talent below that tier. The idea should be to find a forward who can finish 
his chances to play in the top nine, top six or even opposite Jack Hughes 
on the top line. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

A goal-scoring winger: What the Islanders need now is the same thing 
they’ve needed for more than a year now — a winger who can put the 
puck in the net. In a perfect world, he would also find chemistry with 
Mathew Barzal, who has been playing well in the offensive end but has 
typically been forced to skate with players that just aren’t good enough to 
create consistent offense. Kyle Palmieri’s extended absence and Oliver 
Wahlstrom’s long-term injury have only exacerbated this ongoing issue. 
— Kevin Kurz 

Nothing much has changed after tonight.https://t.co/42gJgfiMOv 

— Kevin Kurz (@KKurzNHL) January 19, 2023 

New York Rangers 

Depth: Recent short-term injuries to Chris Kreider and Julien Gauthier 
showed the Rangers forward group can’t really absorb any hits to the top 
12, whether on the top line (Kreider) or the fourth line (Gauthier). Ben 
Harpur was an AHL tryout who’s been solid as the third-pair left 
defenseman but there isn’t much the Rangers can rely on behind him. — 
Arthur Staple 

What we're hearing about the Rangers — Patrick Kane, Filip Chytil's 
contract and more 

Ottawa Senators 

A right-shot defenseman: The Senators are rolling into next season with 
only Artem Zub and Nikita Zaitsev locked into contracts on the right side 
of their blue line. And considering Zaitsev has already been waived this 
season, it doesn’t feel like he’s part of the solution moving forward. So 
Ottawa should be aggressively seeking a right-shot defenseman who can 
ideally come in and play significant minutes. Jacob Bernard-Docker 
appears NHL-ready, but the Senators may prefer to ease him into the 
mix next season. If that’s the route they choose, they should be seeking 
a stable veteran on the right side to slide into their group. But given 
Ottawa’s current placement in the standings, the Senators should be 
wary of giving up significant assets for a rental defenseman who does not 
have term beyond this season. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Future assets: While the Flyers’ recent run of eight wins in 11 games 
realistically has pulled the Flyers out of the hunt for Connor Bedard (at 
least for now), they’re still nowhere close to contending for a 
championship. This is a team that should be loading up on future assets 
in an attempt to rebuild its talent base, and the trade deadline is an 
opportunity for the Flyers to do just that. Selling off expiring contracts 
(James van Riemsdyk, Justin Braun) is a no-brainer, but the Flyers would 
be well served to be more creative than that, with the goal of stockpiling 
picks in the first two rounds of what appears to be one of the deepest 
drafts in years. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

A third-line center: Jeff Carter isn’t getting it done as the Penguins’ third 
center, to the point that coach Mike Sullivan has occasionally tried Carter 
as the right wing on that line in recent games. Carter might still be of 
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some use in that role, but the Penguins are without a capable two-way 
center to suitably sustain a third line, leaving their forward depth with a 
hole and giving them no insurance in case of injury to Sidney Crosby or 
Evgeni Malkin. — Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

A big return for Timo Meier: The Sharks don’t have to trade Meier before 
the deadline, but doing so would help ensure a top pick in the 2023 NHL 
Draft and likely add at least two more young core pieces to build around. 
General manager Mike Grier recently said finding more young dynamic 
players is the organization’s biggest need. Moving Meier could lead to 
another first-round pick and a young NHL player or high-end prospect to 
grow with William Eklund, Thomas Bordeleau, Filip Bystedt and one of 
those gems at the top of the 2023 class. — Corey Masisak 

Sharks GM Mike Grier is fundamentally against tanking. Wants his 
players to try to win every game. 

Seattle Kraken 

A star forward: The Kraken’s strength is their depth. They have scorers 
on all four lines and on defense. But to build on that strength, it would 
help to have a little star power. Matty Beniers will get there, but adding 
another high-end talent would really kick this team up a notch. If Seattle 
decides to add a big piece — and that’s a big if, because this team 
doesn’t have to spend right now — it shouldn’t be a rental but someone 
who can help for years to come. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

A pair of first-round picks: If the Blues aren’t going to re-sign Ryan 
O’Reilly and/or Vladimir Tarasenko, they need to move them by the 
deadline, and ideally both players could fetch first-round picks. The 
market may not bear that for a pair of 31-year-olds who will be coming off 
injuries, but that should be the asking price for the pending unrestricted 
free agents. The picks may not improve the Blues’ roster in the 
immediate future, but assets will be a must if the team decides to go into 
a retool or rebuild. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Are the Maple Leafs and Blues a trade fit for Ryan O'Reilly? 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Bottom six scoring: The Lightning don’t need a lot. They’ve got a star-
studded core that knows how to win. The best goalie in the world. A top-
tier defenseman. But what they’ve lost over the years due to the success 
and salary cap is depth up front. The deadline could provide some more 
punch offensively for the bottom six — the next Blake Coleman, Nick 
Paul, etc. Depth on defense is another option. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

A top-nine forward (or, preferably, a top-six one): Calle Jarnkrok has 
been fine as the final piece in the top six. But there’s a clear limit on what 
he can deliver offensively. He has a big shot but lacks in the playmaking 
department. The Leafs could look to upgrade that spot specifically — or 
spring for a center like Ryan O’Reilly to boost the top nine as a whole. 
ALSO: An argument remains that this team could still use a defenseman 
in the Jake Muzzin mold for playoff time. — Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Blue-chip prospects in exchange for Bo Horvat: It’s looking far more likely 
than not that the Canucks won’t be able to re-sign their captain ahead of 
the trade deadline. If that’s the case, they need to nail whatever package 
they get in return. General manager Jim Rutherford has said that the club 
would prefer young players over draft picks, so the Canucks need to find 
defense or center prospects with high potential. — Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

A top-nine winger: The Golden Knights were a little thin on the wing even 
before Mark Stone went down with an upper-body injury. If he’s going to 
miss any significant time, they desperately need some help on the 
outside. The question is, how much cap space do they have to work 

with? If Stone returns, it leaves Vegas with very little, meaning a depth 
winger who can possibly pitch in some scoring would be likely. We don’t 
have a timeline for Stone’s return yet, but if he’s out longer, it could make 
the Golden Knights a serious player for some of the top deadline targets. 
— Jesse Granger 

If Mark Stone misses significant time, how can the Golden Knights 
replace his production? 

Washington Capitals 

A big, physical defenseman: The Caps are good in goal and flush with 
depth up front. If there is a weak spot, it’s the lack of a big, physical 
defenseman — a fact underscored by Tuesday’s 4-2 loss to Minnesota. 
The Wild scored three goals on screened shots one night after the 
Islanders got one in similar fashion. Could a blueliner like Montreal’s Joel 
Edmundson be the answer? Maybe, but any discussion of adding at the 
deadline must come with the following caveat: If John Carlson returns, as 
hoped, they’ll need to ship out salary to add any. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

A playoff-tested, middle-six forward or a high-end defenseman: Despite 
Winnipeg’s long-term needs at center, I think Pierre-Luc Dubois, Mark 
Scheifele and Adam Lowry have things well taken care of in the short 
term. Meanwhile, Winnipeg’s top six depends on a rookie, Cole Perfetti, 
and some smaller, skilled forwards like Kyle Connor and Nikolaj Ehlers. I 
think Winnipeg would love to add a wing who can offer middle-six quality 
plus grit and battle-tested experience: think Tampa Bay adding Blake 
Coleman in 2020. Timo Meier is the blue-sky target, but he’ll be 
expensive, both in terms of assets and re-signing cost. An even bigger 
need would be a defenseman who can step in and offer top-pair quality, 
whether with Josh Morrissey or on the second pair. Those players are 
rare, and I’m sure the Jakob Chychrun market will be hot. — Murat Ates 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘One of the hardest days I’ve ever had in hockey’: 
Canucks bid emotional farewell to Boudreau 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnet 

January 22, 2023, 3:05 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — An older man with a heart bigger than the Stanley Cup 
got the rare chance Saturday night to say goodbye to his players and his 
fans. It was the least Bruce Boudreau deserved. 

His 48 years in professional hockey, his 68 years on this earth, all those 
rinks and bus rides and practices and games, all the sacrifice and 
moments of extreme joy and disappointment, all that he endured this 
season when his weeks-long dismissal as the Vancouver Canucks’ 
coach became a public spectacle — all of that led Boudreau to that one 
moment behind the bench late Saturday, just after his team lost 4-2 to 
the Edmonton Oilers in what was likely his final game in the National 
Hockey League. 

“You never know if it's the end,” Boudreau, constantly fending off more 
tears after shedding many in the dressing room, told reporters in a 
hushed interview room. “So when you've been at it almost 50 years, I 
mean, the majority of your life and if it's the end. . . I had to stay out there 
and just look at the crowd and just try to say: 'Okay, remember this 
moment.' 
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“I just wanted to savour looking at the stands because who knows if I'm 
ever going to get this chance again. And just keep that in my mind in the 
memory. . . let it burn there forever.” 

There has never been an ending like this for a coach about to lose his job 
in the middle of the season. 

The game was played on Hockey Night in Canada just after Sportsnet’s 
Jeff Marek reported that the Canucks will introduce Rick Tocchet as their 
new head coach on Monday. 

Team president Jim Rutherford publicly admitted on Monday that he had 
spoken with potential coaching candidates. But his blunt criticisms of the 
team’s “structure” under Boudreau dates to the end of the last season 
and exploded in November when Rutherford reiterated them on 
Sportsnet 650 radio. 

It seemed then that that would be the end for Boudreau in Vancouver. 
But his execution was drawn out for another two months and even 
Saturday, Boudreau noted, he still hadn’t actually been fired. 

How did that huge heart of his stay intact through all this? 

“I'd like to say alcohol, but I don't drink anymore,” Boudreau said, funny 
and self-depracating to the end. “The one thing I'll say is I don't think 
there's anybody that loves the game more than me and will miss the 
game (more) when I'm out of it — and I hope I never get out. I own a 
junior team; I might have to fire my kid and coach there. 

“I don't know the reasoning why I'm still here. Maybe it's because the 
next games are Chicago, Seattle and Columbus. For the new group, 
good luck. I thought it was over in November when there was certain 
things said and it wasn't. We kept going and we kept going, (but) this last 
stretch was pretty tough. 

“The guys give it their all, and I'm so proud of them. Every one of them. 
People don't realize how bad they want to win. And when they don't win, 
they're so upset with themselves. But they came and they worked every 
day at practice. They didn't question anything I said; they just followed 
orders. It's a great group of guys that I think Rick Tocchet's taking over.” 

The emotion Boudreau displayed in what may have been his final press 
conference was nothing compared to what occurred down the hallway. 

He addressed players before the game, asking them to “play hard for me 
one last time.” He tried to speak to the group again when it was over but, 
“I didn't make it too far, I'll tell you that.” 

So players spoke to him instead, going one by one into the head coach’s 
office to thank him. 

“We're all crying together, which is silly for us men to do sometimes,” 
Boudreau said. “I think they would have went through a wall for me and, 
as a coach, that's all you can ask for, quite frankly.” 

Veteran Canuck Curtis Lazar was almost inconsolable, managing to say 
only: “This is one of the hardest days I’ve ever had in hockey.” 

Defenceman Luke Schenn said that Boudreau, in his 14 months 
coaching the team, would periodically put player numbers on the 
whiteboard — an invitation to speak to the coach in his office. It was 
mostly to ask them about their families and their lives, to check in on his 
players and make sure they were OK. 

“It was just real, you know what I mean?” Schenn said. 

Earlier, he told reporters: “I think at the end of the day coaching. . . it's not 
as complicated as people may think. Coaching to me is relationships and 
that's one thing that stood out to me is he's a people person. Being 
around a long time, he has a great deal of respect not only with guys in 
this dressing room, but guys who have played prior on teams that he's 
coached. Lots of lots of people reach out to guys in this dressing room 
from around the league and they all want to know about Bruce. And they 
wouldn't do that if he wasn't a good person. So I think that's the biggest 
takeaway for me.” 

And Boudreau’s biggest takeaway is likely not the bitterness of the 
ending, but gratitude for the journey. And that powerful, priceless 
moment when Saturday’s game ended and with the home crowd 
cheering, and some home players already in tears, Boudreau cupped his 
hand over his mouth, stared across Rogers Arena to fix in his mind a 
memory to last forever, briefly clapped his hands to say thank you, then 
quietly turned and left. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sutter’s mockery of Pelletier’s debut wasn’t just bad 
leadership – it lacked human decency 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

January 21, 2023, 8:55 PM 

 

CALGARY – The kid just lived out a dream. 

He did it in front of his family and a national TV audience tuned in as part 
of a Hockey Day in Canada marathon aimed at celebrating the game. 

Yet, at the tail end of a wildly entertaining and complete effort by his 
Flames, Darryl Sutter just couldn’t resist pouring a bucket of water over 
all of it. 

Asked about Jakob Pelletier’s NHL debut, Coach Buzzkill decided to put 
on a show.  

“Jakob Pelletier,” he repeated while putting on his glasses and grabbing 
the game sheet. 

“What number is he?” 

He then proceeded to read out all of No. 49’s stats, which included just 
under seven minutes of ice time, 43 seconds of it on the powerplay, one 
shot on goal and one hit. 

No smile, no acknowledgement of how special it must have been and no 
cursory congratulation. 

“It’s the NHL,” he spat. 

“21 years old. Long ways to go.” 

This is how you treat a first-round pick? 

This is how a leader behaves when asked a simple question about a 
respectful young man who has done everything the Flames have asked 
since being drafted 26th overall in 2019? 

There’s tough love and then there’s human decency. 

Sutter just can’t bring himself to buy into the city’s excitement over a 
young prospect who was on the AHL’s all rookie team last season and 
was called up two weeks ago as one of the loop’s leading scorers. 

It seems to bother the coach that Pelletier’s two-week stint as a healthy 
scratch has been the talk of the town.  

The more fans who want him to get a simple chance, the more defiant 
Sutter has grown.    

Having shown endless disdain and frustration with storylines surrounding 
Pelletier (and Matthew Phillips weeks earlier), it was hardly a coincidence 
Sutter chose to send associate coach Kirk Muller to answer the 
anticipated questions a day earlier when Pelletier practiced on the fourth 
line. 
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We get it – youngsters need to earn their way. 

Sutter has been on record several times, warning fans of how hard it will 
be for undersized youngsters to find their way in today’s NHL, no matter 
how talented they may be. 

He also believes in being honest with players. 

Fair enough. 

But what good does it do to diminish an otherwise joyous afternoon for 
the 5-foot-9, 160-pound winger by making a mockery of the day’s feel-
good story? 

A little over a week earlier Sutter saluted Walker Duehr’s first NHL goal 
(in his third NHL game), talking about how “awesome” it was the 25-year-
old did it “the right way” by putting in four years of college, followed by 
time in the AHL. 

Pelletier has played two more AHL games than Duehr. 

But for this one, there was too much hype for Sutter’s liking – too much 
criticism he’s faced over not doing it sooner. 

A family day crowd full of wide-eyed children that showed up early to 
cheer on his rookie lap were the same ones who delighted in seeing 
Pelletier get a great chance early with a rebound gobbled up by Hall of 
Famer Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Cool stuff. 

“It was a great play by Duehy and it came off hard and I was like, ‘whoa,’” 
beamed Pelletier, whose time on the fourth unit alongside Duehr and 
Trevor Lewis was diminished by the parade of penalties in a heated, 6-3 
win over Tampa. 

“I tried to shoot and hopefully score, but I think it’s going to go in next 
game.” 

Southern Alberta hopes there is a next game for Pelletier, which is very 
much in question given the coach.  

“It’s a dream come true since I’ve been four or five – the main goal is to 
play in the NHL and tonight was the first one, so it’s great,” said the 
Quebec native, who was afforded an unusually long rookie lap he joked 
about a day earlier, hoping he wouldn’t fall.  

“When I came out for warm up I was kind of stressed, and the first shift 
too. 

“But after the first one I was like, ‘it’s just playing hockey, right?’” 

You can only imagine the pride he took in calling his parents with news of 
his debut late Friday, prompting them to jump on a 10 p.m. flight from 
Montreal, arriving at 3 a.m. Saturday morning for their afternoon delight. 

“My mom and dad cried,” said the junior star of the phone call. 

“They support me since I’m young and just to play in the NHL in front of 
them is great. 

“I haven’t seen them in a long time, and it’s good to see them, and for us 
to enjoy this moment together.” 

A moment only Sutter would dare sully. 

Sutter further embarrassed himself when asked about passing beloved 
“Badger” Bob Johnson as the winningest coach in Flames lore. 

“It’s not hard to pass somebody – all you need to be is good,” said Sutter.  

Humility is not his strength.  

Dillon Dube, who understands how special an afternoon like Pelletier’s 
was, praised the youngster’s line for using its speed to create a few early 
scoring chances.     

“Honestly, I think they got us going,” said Dube, whose club put together 
perhaps its finest effort of the season.  

“I’m super happy for him to play at home on a Saturday against a team 
that has won a lot. I think it’s a pretty special night for sure. His parents 
got to fly in and watch. It gives everyone in here motivation to try to win 
for him. 

“Everyone is super excited for him.” 

Well, almost everyone. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' inability to maintain control allows Canadiens 
to seize comeback win 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 
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MONTRÉAL – It was almost as if Sheldon Keefe could see this a letdown 
coming. 

The head coach of the Toronto Maple Leafs has witnessed his team get 
upset on enough occasions in this loud and proud hockey arena that his 
pregame message Saturday sounded just as much like a wish as it did a 
game plan. 

“We feel like we can take control of the game,” said Keefe inside 
Montreal’s Bell Centre. “And it's gonna be on us to do that, and then 
maintain that.” 

Well, Keefe’s Leafs accomplished Step 1 handily. 

It’s the “maintain control” portion of the mission they failed miserably, in 
dropping a 3-2 blown-lead overtime decision to a Montreal Canadiens 
team devoid of the elite game-breakers Keefe has at his disposal. 

Mark Giordano finished off a tic-tac-toe play to score on Toronto’s first 
shot of the game. An unchecked Calle Järnkrok tapped in a back-door 
pass for a goal so easy it might register as an empty-netter. And the 
visitors strolled down the tunnel up 2-0 after a dominant 20 minutes. 

This is how things are supposed to unfold when one side fancies itself a 
legit Stanley Cup contender and the other is busy announcing season-
ending injuries to its brightest young hopes and dreaming of draft lottery 
luck. 

How depleted are the Montreal Canadiens up front? 

Enough that coach Martin St. Louis filled out his lineup card with an 
unconventional seven defencemen. 

Enough that a reporter needed to triple-check that game-tying goal-getter 
Rafael Harvey-Pinard is, indeed, a real person. 

Enough that when asked about his lines, St. Louis leaned into gallows 
humour. 

St. Louis quipped that he’s been trying to juggle lines — but he’s running 
out of balls. 

So, kudos to the Canadiens, whose own strong play only works against 
their front office’s grand design. For they refused to go away in the 
second frame, just as the Maple Leafs refused to step on the pedal and 
turn the game into the blowout it probably should’ve been. 

Montreal turned a snipe from Leafs killer Josh Anderson (who else?) into 
a spark and tilted the ice to an 88 per cent expected-goals share in the 
middle period. 
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One the most uninspired 20-minute samples of Leafs hockey all season. 

“As soon as they got their goal, they got their legs going. They got some 
momentum from the crowd, and we obviously didn't have a good second 
period after that,” Giordano said. 

“It sucks. I think being up two going into the first intermission, you're in 
control. And I thought we had looks to go (up) three, even four. But that's 
the game. 

“Once they saw something go their way, they picked up their game.” 

“They kind of just took over, especially that second period,” Järnkrok 
added. “They were first on pucks, even second on pucks.” 

Toronto smartened up in a fun, back-and-forth third period, only to lose 
its fifth consecutive decision in this barn when Montreal’s Rem Pitlick 
bent the twine behind a solid Ilya Samsonov on an overtime rush. 

The team that dressed less talent but dug in and played hardest walked 
out with the two points. That’s hockey, boy. 

Morgan Rielly, the only surviving member of Toronto’s own tank year, is 
one of the rare Leafs who can understand what it takes for the 
Canadiens to summon a performance like Saturday’s. 

“It's a grind,” Rielly said, thinking back to the doldrums of 2015-16. “You 
have a lot of pride, and you go out there, you work hard, and you're doing 
everything you can to be the best player you can. And as a team, you 
want to win games, regardless of the standings. 

“There’s no group in the NHL not trying to win every night. So, when 
you're missing guys and when you're grinding through the season, it can 
be difficult. 

“You have to have faith in the organization that they have a plan moving 
forward.” 

The Canadiens certainly have a plan, one that Cole Caufield’s shutdown 
should expedite. 

The Maple Leafs, too, have a plan. 

And part of that entails ridding themselves of sleepy, sloppy periods like 
Saturday’s second. 

If the Leafs get an opponent on the ropes, it’s their job to force them into 
submission. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Rielly has now skated three games alongside Timothy Liljegren. The 
Leafs’ No. 1 D-man is a plus-3 with two assists over that span. 

The three previous games, with a hodgepodge of partners, he went 
minus-5 and pointless. 

• Wayne Simmonds says Costco employee turned Montreal rookie Arber 
Xhekaj reminds him of a young Kyle Clifford from their L.A. Kings days: 
big, rugged, fearless, and willing to prove himself at the drop of hat. 

“I give him kudos, big time. He’s worked his way to the NHL, and I got a 
ton of respect for guys like that. You know, he did it the hard way. And 
he's continuing to do it. He showed up in this league and proved that he 
can play,” Simmonds says. 

Xhekaj already has 10 NHL fights (including preseason). Simmonds had 
nine in his 2008-09 freshman tour. 

“I was definitely not shy. But at the same time, I think back then we had 
about five, six guys on any team that could rip your head off, right? So, 
it's a little bit different now. That's not taking away from anything he’s 
done. I think he’s done a great job.” 

• Great for the tank. Horrible for the kid’s race to 50 goals. 

Caufield’s season may be chopped short due to shoulder surgery, but 
he’s earned the respect of John Tavares. 

Tavares raves about the 22-year-old’s release, his rapid improvement, 
and his blatant joy for the game. Tavares notes how Caufield uses his 5-
foot-7 frame for good. 

“I noticed that a lot with (Johnny) Gaudreau, early in his career, how they 
use being smaller not as a disadvantage but as an advantage to them. 
He just understands where his strengths are,” Tavares says. 

• Saturday marked T.J. Brodie's original two-week estimated return date 
from his rib injury. 

Recovery has taken a little longer than anticipated but, according to 
Keefe, the past couple days have been positive and “we're not expecting 
it to be too much longer.” 

• Auston Matthews and William Nylander are tied for the Leafs’ lead with 
24 goals apiece. Only the former is headed to next month’s All-Star 
Game. 

“With the way it's set up, you're always going to have guys that are pretty 
deserving of going that won't go, because of the format,” Matthews said. 
“I don't think something like that really rattles him.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Capturing the magic of small-market hockey with the voice 
of the Owen Sound Attack 

 

Mike Johnston | @MikeyJ_MMA 

January 21, 2023, 8:03 AM 

 

If you’ve ever tuned into 560 CFOS, you’ve likely heard his voice. If 
you’ve ever glanced up at the J.D. McArthur Arena announcer’s booth 
during an Owen Sound Attack game, or attended any other local sporting 
event in the Grey Bruce Area over the years, chances are you’ve seen 
Fred Wallace hard at work. 

Dale DeGray, the longtime general manager of the OHL’s small-yet-
storied franchise, sums it up like this: “Fred is Owen Sound.” 

Wallace has been the voice of the Attack for more than three decades 
while working at Bayshore Broadcasting. 

“He’ll know more about the players stats than I will,” DeGray joked, “He’ll 
be able to tell you anything as far as that goes, but it’s also not 
uncommon for me to call him up and he’s recently interviewed a rower or 
a speed walker or anything like that in the area, so Fred knows all the 
sports people, anybody that’s passed through Owen Sound, I wanna say, 
in the last 20 years.” 

With this year’s Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada festivities taking 
place in Owen Sound, it’s no surprise Wallace has been covering and 
assisting with various community events all week in the lead-up to 
Saturday’s day-long celebration of the game. 

Sportsnet spoke with the Attack announcer to get his perspective on 
more than three decades doing Ontario Hockey League play-by-play, 
what it’s like getting to make a Game 7 overtime call in a championship 
series, what makes Owen Sound one of Canada’s tightest-knit hockey 
communities, and much more. 

WALLACE: The Platers’ first game, so September of 1989 is when I 
started, and I did it every road game [as well] up until last February. Then 
I had a heart issue, so I missed the end of that season and I'm taking this 
season off, but I'm doing very well and still doing the in-arena public 
address during Attack home games. I'm not sure that I'll go back to road 
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games, but over the 31-plus years, there was nothing wrong with the 
hockey. It was my heart that gave up for a little bit. 

Well, glad to hear you’re doing better and still going to the rink. Had you 
always wanted to get into play-by-play from a young age? 

Yeah, probably from late high school onward. My best friend then and my 
best friend now, he was on cable TV as a high schooler, and so naturally 
I hooked up with him and went off to Ryerson [to study] and have always 
enjoyed that aspect of it. 

You mentioned 31 years calling games. How many times do you figure 
you've been inside J.D. McArthur Arena in your life? 

Alright, if you count hockey and lacrosse, that's probably a minimum of 
more than 2,000 with just those two activities. 

Any game day rituals? 

Be prepared. That was my ritual in terms of superstitions or stuff like that. 
I like to get to the rink two hours beforehand. I like to talk to people on 
both sides of the equation for the game. I like to have my sponsor sheets 
all listed out. Also, my stat sheet has to be prepared in a certain way. So 
I'm not sure that those are rituals, but that's just part of preparation and 
being ready to go. In some cases the background information that you 
have, I would always say that I had more information and more avenues 
to travel than I would ever come close to using. The game and the puck 
were always the thing, and in those idle moments it was great to fill in 
notes. So my style was to be prepared and be ready. 

You know Dale DeGray well. He said you can always have a stat ready 
for him at a moment’s notice. 

It's interesting, just this week, someone wanted to know if 2022-23 was 
the best Attack season in the last five years, and I could look it up very, 
very quickly in terms of my own documentation. And I'm not saying that 
I'm 100,000-per cent accurate, but just about any time something 
happens, people will turn to me and ask, ‘Is that a record?’ Earlier this 
week Ethan Burroughs scored twice in 11 seconds against the Barrie 
Colts and naturally, people wanted to know, ‘Is that our record for the 
fastest two goals?’ He missed by four seconds. That record belongs to 
Joseph Blandisi who did it to Sault Ste. Marie, and I distinctly remember 
being there and doing that game. 

You gotta keep your receipts. They come in handy. 

They really do. Colby Barlow bypassed the 100-point mark in his career 
this week, and the guy in the sound booth with me in Owen Sound said, 
'How did you know that?' I just kept notes on all these guys and what 
they've done and the important stuff, overtime goals and hat tricks and 
those sort of things, shutouts, goaltender wins, coaching wins, those sort 
of things. 

Do you have a favourite aspect of being in the arena itself? 

Oh yeah. I think what I like is when the game is at full tilt and you know 
you're part of it, you're feeling it. From that standpoint, whether it's Owen 
Sound or one of the locations around the Ontario Hockey League, if the 
game is going well and you're happy with your broadcast, I don't think it 
gets any better than that. 

Over the years, you've obviously been privy to some great young talents 
early in their careers. Who stands out to you, players you enjoyed 
watching on the ice and then develop as young men off the ice? 

Well, the first answer or the earliest answer would be Andrew Brunette. 
He was a seventh-round draft pick of the Platers and was slow afoot and 
he was quote unquote “heavy,” according to NHL scouts. Here he went 
on and he played 1,000 games in the NHL and over the course of three 
years in Owen Sound nobody's ever put up more points than Andrew, 
and I doubt that anybody will. 

Another name would be Dan Snyder in terms of the way Dan performed 
on the ice but also Dan was very inclusive. Dan had friends that were 95 

years of age and five years of age, and I was somewhere in between. 
Seeing him play and knowing him was very important. 

You mentioned Andrew Brunette. He obviously had a great NHL career 
and he's coaching with the Devils this year. When you see guys like 
Andrew and other Attack alumni having success at the NHL level what 
goes through your mind? 

Well, just listening to you talk there you get a tingle and I’ll give two quick 
examples: A friend and I went to see the Buffalo Sabres play one night at 
home against Boston and Andrej Sekera scored the overtime game 
winner. It was such a thrill and it wasn't like I was a young man then — I 
must've been in my mid-50s and thought to myself, 'Boy, you're not an 
adult, you're not a grown up right now, you’re a fan.’ I could still see 
Andrej going up the middle and shooting the puck like he did in Owen 
Sound. 

Even watching on television. When Andrew Shaw scored the triple-
overtime goal for the Chicago Blackhawks against Boston for the Stanley 
Cup, that's unbelievable and the circle continues in that Andrew will be 
taking the Stanley Cup in a firetruck from Scotiabank parking lot on 
Saturday down to Harrison Park. You get a buzz and you get a tingle 
when one of your guys achieves. 

Even the World Junior Hockey Championship this year. Andy Brown, our 
athletic therapist, was on the training staff for Team Canada and you're 
so happy for him just having that connection, knowing him and knowing 
what they've done both professionally but knowing them personally, it 
gives you a great deal of joy. 

Like you mentioned, there are countless standout moments, but I also 
imagine there's probably none that top the 2010-11 season when the 
Attack won it all. What are your memories of that playoff run and getting 
to make a championship overtime call in a Game 7 like that? 

The season itself was so good. It was the most regular-season points the 
team had put up to that point and then the playoff run. I remember 
running into Dale Hunter afterwards at Hanover Raceway and I said to 
him that with each passing game and series it just got better and better 
and better, and he knew exactly what I meant because he's been through 
it a number of times. 

In terms of the playoff series with Mississauga, I don't know that I'll ever 
be involved in anything quite as dramatic as that. The Game 7 moment 
when the puck crossed the ice for the goal by Jarrod Maidens, I don't 
think life could be any better from a hockey standpoint or an Owen 
Sound standpoint or from my broadcast standpoint. And with the winning 
goal, what I'm most proud of is that me and my partner, Manny Paiva, got 
just about everything that you could get right, right. [The stoppage] before 
the goal was Dylan DeMelo shooting the puck out of play, and Manny 
and I were all over that. We watched the referees have the conference 
and thought, 'Is Owen Sound going to a power play? Should they go to a 
power play?' And it turned out that they went. That's the better part of 12 
years ago now but if I watch that goal or listen to the audio it gives you a 
chill. 

That game was at the Hershey Centre, right? Mississauga was the top 
team in the OHL that season and it was a back-and-forth series. 

It was a fabulous series. Owen Sound would tie the series at three, 
winning 3-2 on home ice, and I remember after Game 6 lots of people in 
town – and it's a small city, so your visibility is sky high – but lots of 
people were coming up to me saying, 'I'm getting tickets for Game 7. I'm 
going to Game 7,' and I was thinking, 'Yeah, yeah, sure you are,’ and 
then when we got to Mississauga, an hour before game time, they fired 
up their video board and just about everybody coming into the door I 
went, ‘I know him, I know her, I know them.’ Way more than half the 
crowd was from Owen Sound and so it was a great afternoon.  

I read that you're a cancer survivor and you and the Attack have raised 
money for research over the years. How did those initiatives come 
together and what do they say about the Owen Sound hockey 
community? 
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That's a good one. It might take me a while here, but when the Attack 
won the OHL championship and got back from the Memorial Cup, I would 
say a month later I got a call from the urologist, and they told me that my 
PSA level [during a screening for prostate cancer] was higher than it 
should be for somebody who was turning 51 years of age. I had the 
biopsy in November and it turned out that, yes, it was cancerous and 
then in June of 2012 I had the surgery. 

Now, the guy that put me under was Dr. Bob Severs, who is one of four 
owners currently of the Attack, and when I was going in Bob came in to 
wish me well and he wanted to know if my mother and my sister were 
going to pick me up afterwards. My sister was in Ireland and my mother 
was in her late 80s and I hadn't told her that I was undergoing this 
operation because I didn't want to upset her or make her worry. Bob 
looked at me like I had 15 heads and so after the operation, Bob and his 
wife, Barb, took me home and for the next 10 days, I recovered in the 
home of the chief of staff of the Owen Sound hospital. 

I remember thinking, ‘You can’t get much more small town and you can’t 
get much better help than what I’m getting right here, right now.’ A couple 
of weeks went by, maybe a couple of months, and Bob approached me 
and said, ‘We're having something called the Hospital Campaign and our 
goal is to raise $8.1 million. Would you serve as the co-chair?’ After what 
Bob and Barb had done for me, there was no way that I could say no. 
And thanks to the people on that committee who generated the money, I 
think they blew [past] $8.1 million and, if I'm not mistaken, they ended up 
raising $11 million-plus for that hospital campaign. 

Wow. That's incredible. 

It just typifies it's one of the big reasons why Owen Sound is Owen 
Sound and there might be similar stories right around Ontario and 
Canada, but that's mine for Owen Sound. You couldn't have any better 
luck or better fortune than that. 

Overall, how should fans from across the country think of Owen Sound 
as a hockey community? 

Small town, small hockey operations, small community, but very big 
aspirations and extremely dedicated to doing our best and then trying to 
do better. I think capable of hanging in there with the heavyweights that 
are certainly in our division when you look at London and you look at 
Kitchener, in particular, and the assets and the resources they have. 
Owen Sound is an extremely tough out. I think there's something to be 
said there. From a hockey standpoint. I think you would say it's the 
consistency. I think there's only two or three teams in the entire Canadian 
Hockey League that have put up 30 wins a year since 2010-2011 and 
Owen Sound has done it year after year. So there's a lot of things to think 
about Owen Sound but I think small city, small hockey team with big 
aspirations. That's us. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Maple Leafs DJ Michael Bunting talks tunes, 
new win song 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

January 21, 2023, 9:34 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. Whatever you do, do not read 
this on an iPad. 

1. Michael Bunting never volunteered for the gig, but as soon as he 
joined the Toronto Maple Leafs, he was anointed the club’s game-day 
DJ. 

“I think it’s where I sat at Scotiabank. So, the first game Muzzy [Jake 
Muzzin] yelled at me to put something on — and it’s been my job ever 
since,” Bunting explains. 

As if he wasn’t already contributing enough for his bargain $950,000 
salary. 

“I’m OK with it. I actually like it.” 

It helps that Bunting is a big music fan. 

As per superstitious hockey tradition, when the boys are riding a win 
streak, he keeps streaming the same series of mixes. Upbeat hip-hop 
mashed with high-BPM dance beats. 

The Big Bootie Mixes by Two Friends, which now run 22 volumes deep, 
are a Leafs favourite. 

“I pick whatever I’m feeling. I find mixes on Spotify or just pick songs. I try 
to change it up, so it’s not repetitive,” Bunting says. 

"Mostly rap. But I’ll bring in a little pop, some Justin Bieber, or some rock. 
Gio [Mark Giordano] likes rock, so I’ll do that for him. Classic rock. 
AC/DC.” 

Bunting lists Drake, Lil Baby, Meek Mill, and Eminem as personal 
favourites. Among his more memorable concerts was catching fellow 
Torontonian Abel Tesfaye in Glendale, Ariz. last August with teammates 
Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews. 

“The Weeknd was great live,” he says. 

And DJ Big Mike isn’t afraid of some Big Shiny Tunes. He attended a 
Nickelback show with his buddies, right before the pandemic hit. 

Yep. Nickelback. 

“You say you don’t like Nickelback, but you know all the words to the 
songs,” Bunting defends. “It was pretty funny and a good time.” 

The one Maple Leafs anthem Bunting did not choose, however, is their 
2022-23 win song. 

For that, Marner selected Redfoo’s goofy, retro 2015 party-rock jam 
“Juicy Wiggle.” 

Enjoy: 

2. Enjoyed this nugget of insight from the Maple Leafs’ newest member, 
Bobby McMann, about what changes for a player once he hits the NHL 
level. 

“Everything matters,” the 26-year-old rookie says. “Every decision you 
make has an impact on the game.” 

No pressure. 

3. Covering the Winnipeg Jets’ thrilling 2018 playoff run gave me fresh 
appreciation for the nasty, hilarious enigma that is Dustin Byfuglien. The 
assignment also opened my eyes to the burgeoning sophomore talent 
that was Josh Morrissey. 

So much so, in subsequent seasons, I’d regularly draft the defenceman 
to my fantasy squad, swearing this was the winter he’d break out 
offensively. 

Well, that year is this year. 

Morrissey — an easy all-star with a silly 50 points through 48 games – is 
thriving in Season 7 under new coach Rick Bowness. (And, sadly, no, 
he’s not on my roster.) 

What exactly does Morrissey mean to the Jets? 
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“Everything,” says Bowness, who made a point to change his No. 1 
defenceman’s mindset over the summer. 

“I remember coming in with Dallas and being very impressed with him, 
his elite skating, his hockey IQ, and his skills. So, when we had that 
conversation, I said, ‘Look. We're gonna get you back to that player that I 
remember coaching against and pre-scouting against.’ And he's got the 
green light offensively to go lead the rush. Jump in on the forecheck. He's 
such an elite skater, he can forecheck and still be the first guy back.” 

Teammate Neal Pionk says the Winnipeg bench is made up of Morrissey 
stans. 

“You can kind of tell when he gets going and he gets that confidence and 
he gets that look in his eye, like, Alright. I'm gonna control the game. I 
can control the puck. I can look guys off. I can make this pass, make that 
play. He's been riding a huge confidence wave. It's awesome to see.” 

Can Pionk see him lifting the Norris? 

“Absolutely. Josh Norrissey. Isn’t that what you guys call him?” 

4. The NHL’s most handsomely paid winger is Artemi Panarin at an 
$11.64 million average annual salary. 

The New York Ranger is 31 years old. He has 12 goals and 47 points 
this season. 

David Pastrnak of the Bruins is 26 years old. He has 35 goals and 63 
points, 20 more goals and 20 more points than Boston’s next most 
productive skater (Brad Marchand). Plus, the cap ceiling is on the rise. 

Sure, the Bruins have done well in convincing core members to take less 
than market value, and Pastrnak is making progress on an extension. But 
anything less than Panarin’s price would be downright foolish. 

For the sake of those who follow, and knowing the flat cap will soon 
spike, Pastrnak must become hockey's highest-paid winger. 

“He helps us be who we are,” says coach Jim Montgomery. 

“Probably if you look at Bruins swagger, you look at David Pastrnak.” 

5. Pastrnak, you may have heard, is wrapping up one of the greatest 
bargain deals in the business. 

At age 21, the first-rounder signed for six years at a $6.67-million AAV, 
8.89 per cent of Boston’s cap. 

Well, at age 21, first-rounder Matt Boldy just inked for seven years at a 
$7-million AAV, 8.48 per cent of Minnesota’s cap space. 

Through NHL career game No. 89, Boldy outscored Pastrnak 27-22. 

Bill Guerin’s long-term bet is not unlike the one Buffalo made with Tage 
Thompson or Arizona made with Clayton Keller. 

If you identify a core piece, blow him away with an offer he can’t refuse. 
Then hope like heck, as the cap rises and the athlete improves, he 
makes you look like a genius. And he’s not the type of person who needs 
to be motivated by a financial carrot. 

Yes, the player might end up making less than he’s worth, the way 
Pastrnak has been doing for years. But imagine you’re in Boldy’s skates: 
You haven’t played 90 games in the show and someone presents you 
with a cheque for $49 million, guaranteed. 

Do you dare rip it up and risk injury or a performance falloff? 

“This is what we do now,” Guerin said on The Jeff Marek Show. “We 
invest in our young players. And he’s going to be worth every penny.” 

6. Not that anyone in Vancouver wants to hear this from a Toronto-based 
hockey follower, but, whoa, boy, have the Canucks ever pickled 
themselves. 

Captains get traded. 

Rebuilds become a necessity. 

Surgeries don’t always go as planned. 

But how this front office — leakier than a thirdhand garden hose — has 
treated Bruce “Our Coach for Now” Boudreau is disgraceful. 

You have the president of hockey ops routinely and publicly giving 
Boudreau votes of nonconfidence. 

You have Boudreau’s presumed successor, Rick Tocchet, on national 
television hinting at the inevitable. 

And you have a hockey lifer trying to do his job, to squeeze out wins, with 
a sharpened guillotine over his head. 

A brutal situation. And a reminder that indecisiveness seldom benefits 
anyone involved. 

“I’d be a fool to say I don’t know what’s going on,” Boudreau, stuck in 
another uncomfortable scrum, told reporters Friday. 

“You love it. You want to go do it. That’s how you shut it out.” 

Oh, there is some foolishness here. But Boudreau isn’t the one 
responsible for it. 

7. The Florida Panthers already look like the new Puss in Boots — down 
to their last life. (The Last Wish is a fun animated flick, by the way. Take 
the kids. Tell your friends. Buy a T-shirt.) 

In speaking with top centre Aleksander Barkov and top D-man Aaron 
Ekblad, however, belief within is growing. 

To hoist the Presidents’ Trophy one spring and not reach Game 83 the 
next would be an embarrassment. 

“It’s hard right now to compare last year to this year,” Barkov says. 
“We're fully concentrated on building something new here — a lot of new 
guys and new systems and everything. We've been finding our identity a 
little bit.” 

The identity coach Paul Maurice is attempting to instill, as Barkov puts it, 
is “a super-strict defensive type of game.” 

Of course, $10.9 million worth of goalies needs to buy stops, and 
Florida’s 21st-best save percentage (.894) must continue to rise if it is to 
make the dance. 

Matthew Tkachuk says Maurice has been harder on him than any other 
coach. This from a man who’s skated for teddy bears Darryl Sutter, Bob 
Hartley, and Bill Peters. 

“Everyone loves the system. We just got to execute, and I think the 
previous five, six games, we've been kind of finding our way,” Barkov 
says. 

“It’s a long season, and you gotta get hot at some point. It’s going to 
come.” 

The travel-weary Cats have scratched out points in seven of their past 
nine. 

Their wild-card chances have leapt 54 per cent, according to 
MoneyPuck.com, ahead of fellow bubble teams like the Penguins (40.7 
per cent), Islanders (27.9 per cent), and Sabres (13.5 per cent). 

“Coaches are giving us the tools to win,” Ekblad says. “And we’re 
executing at a higher consistency that we did early in the season.” 

8. Saturday’s post-game Pavel Zacha extension in Boston took all of us 
reporters by surprise. 

Zacha only signed for one year following his trade from New Jersey, yet 
both sides had seen enough to commit long-term after half a season. 

The key to this deal turning into a Bruins win is the versatile Zacha’s 
ability to grow into a dependable centre. 
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“In the situation that Pav was in, had an opportunity to take a one-year 
and turn it into four extra,” GM Don Sweeney says.  

“He plays in all situations in a hockey game and has been a big part of 
our group. Fit in very well, comfortable with several of his countrymen. 
But overall, a very well-liked young man that we’re happy to have going 
forward — and it addresses a positional need in the future.” 

The No. 1 hole by Patrice Bergeron’s eventual retirement will take a 
bigger name (Bo Horvat, anyone?). But the hope-slash-bet here is that 
Zacha replaces countryman David Krejci as a reliable two-way force up 
middle ice. 

Third-line wingers are rarely rushed to re-sign midseason. 

9. If the Jack Adams was awarded to the best conversation-stirring 
coach, John Tortorella would win annually. 

Torts’ anti-iPad stance inspired us to talk to the tech-savvy Maple Leafs 
about their reliance on those handy bench tablets. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe views instant feedback as a benefit. Used wisely, 
the accessibility of video lends a competitive edge. 

“That's just the age that we live in. Employers, whether it’s hockey or life 
in general, like having everything at your fingertips,” Keefe says. “This 
generation of player, that’s an important thing to them. Whether that’s 
coming from coaches, or in a lot of cases, they want to seek the answers 
themselves and see it. 

“That's very positive. There’s a lot that can come out of that. It can create 
a lot of dialogue on the bench. Sometimes things that you see or feel on 
the ice aren’t necessarily real. And they see it through a different 
perspective, and it's able to help you.” 

The negative side of the coin is the struggling player who drills down on 
his own mistakes in-game. He overanalyzes. His mistakes bury into his 
own head. 

“That's the challenge for us,” says Keefe. The Leafs monitor screen time 
like a helicopter parent. “With our team, I find it's used intelligently, in the 
sense that it's (during) TV timeouts and stoppages in play ... I don't see 
much distraction from the game itself as it’s happening.” 

Bunting is a proponent. 

He uses the iPad as a starting point for strategic conversations with 
linemates Matthews and William Nylander. 

“Really quick. But I try not to focus on it too much. If I have a missed 
opportunity, I look just to see, and then I put it away and look forward to 
my next shift,” Bunting says. “Then I'll learn from it too.” 

My brief iPad conversation with Alexander Kerfoot takes an unexpected 
turn… 

Me: How often do you look at the tablet? 

Kerfoot: “More than I should, probably.” 

Why? 

“It’s just there. You’re sitting on the bench. Not a lot to do. Sometimes I 
like to look at the plays. Usually, it’s about disappointment with a play 
that I made.” 

So, you don’t replay the good things? 

“Like if I score a goal, it’s not like I’m looking at it on the iPad. I think 
sometimes I should probably just flush it out and move on to the next 
shift. They’re just there. I think the iPads for the worst for the referees. 
We get to see the calls that are made, whereas referees don’t. We’re 
always 100 per cent sure on our opinion, because we've just watched the 
replay. They don't have the luxury of that. It makes our negotiations a 
little bit tougher for them.” 

So, you’re having a chat with the ref, and you bring up the replay? 

“Oh, yeah. Like, ‘That was offside.’ They’ll be like: ‘No, I don’t think it 
was.’ And we’ll be like, ‘Well, I just looked at it. It was offside.’ ” 

And what’s their response? 

“They say, ‘Sorry, I'm not perfect, you're not perfect. We make mistakes.’ 
And that's fair enough.” 

Is there any benefit? 

“For sure. In between periods, we watch power play and penalty kill. You 
can always make adjustments in-game.” 

You know how Tortorella banned them… 

“Oh, really? I didn’t know that.” 

He wants players paying attention to the game undistracted. Can you see 
that side of the argument? 

“If you see it becoming an issue with guys, then every team can make 
their own decisions. I can see that standpoint. I think that there's also 
benefit seeing to what the opposition is doing, seeing what you're doing, 
being able to use past plays to help what you're gonna do in the future. 
There are probably arguments on both sides.” 

Does any Leaf avoid the tablet? 

“There are definitely guys on our team who don’t watch the iPad.” 

Who looks at it the most? You’re up there. 

“Yep. Mitchy’s up there. Bunts is up there.” 

10. So… this is the type of play today’s fourth-liner can make. 

11. Edmonton’s Tyson Barrie is one of the more candid and charismatic 
active players. He gave an insightful interview to Spittin’ Chiclets this 
week. 

During the conversation, we learn how Barrie felt about Joe Sakic trying 
to low-ball him with a bad comparable during Barrie’s arbitration with the 
Avalanche; how Barrie “almost got dealt to Vancouver at the (2019) draft; 
and how Connor McDavid’s hot tub is the VIP invite NHLers want. 

The offensive defenceman also explained why his relationship with then-
Leafs coach Mike Babcock got off to a rocky start on the day he was 
traded for Nazem Kadri. 

“First phone call. It’s July 1. I’m still trying to pick up the pieces. I’m still 
figuring out what’s going on. And he’s like, ‘Happy to have ya, but we’ve 
got a lot to work on with ya,’ ” Barrie recalled. 

“Like, it’s July 1st. Let me know when I miss my boxout or whatever.” 

Barrie takes responsibility for not playing well in Toronto and attributes it 
to a lack of a defined role. 

“Laid an absolute egg my first 20 games. Apologize to Leafs faithful for 
that. But I definitely picked up once Keefer came in,” Barrie said. 

“It’s a weird thing getting traded for the first time…. I know [Babcock] 
really liked Naz as a player, and I don’t know if I was the guy he would’ve 
brought in. 

“We got into it a few times, but maybe for another episode.” 

(P.S. Barrie reveals that the Oilers call Klim Kostin “Klimdros” and 
McDavid “Alfonso McDavie.” Love the nicknames.) 

12. Following a tough loss Tuesday and a hard practice Wednesday, the 
Jets held a very lightly attended optional morning skate Thursday. 

Yet there was Bowness lacing up the wheels and joining a handful of 
players. 

That’s highly unusual for a head coach amid the 82-game meatgrinder. 

Why did Bowness go for a twirl? 
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Because he likes to keep tabs on his injured players. Communication has 
long been the foundation of his coaching philosophy. 

“Gives me a chance to talk to them,” he says. 

“I always said, when I retired as a player and got into coaching, I was 
going to coach the way I wanted to be coached — and communication 
was a big part of that. Back when I played, the communication between a 
coach and especially a borderline player like me wasn't very good,” 
Bowness explains. 

“I was determined. When I got into coaching, I would make sure that 
never happened. You're having tough conversations with players 
sometimes; they don't want to hear some of the things you’re saying. But 
it's better to be said and be clear with your message than to keep it inside 
and have a grey area with a player. 

“So, this is what I do. I just communicate. I talk to the players as much as 
I can. When I see something I don't like, I immediately address it, so it 
doesn't become a bigger issue. And we certainly give them all kinds of 
positive feedback as well.” 

What a wonderful approach… Dad. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs expect emotional game against Caufield-less Canadiens 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs (optional) and Montreal Canadiens skated at the Bell 
Centre on Saturday.   

With leading goal scorer Cole Caufield out for the season, the injury-
ravaged Montreal Canadiens will face an even bigger challenge the rest 
of the way.  

 "It's really unfortunate," said defenceman Jordan Harris. "He's the heart 
and soul of our team. He was on pace for 50 goals and everything. We 
all really feel for him. Definitely a lot of disappointment around the locker 
room." 

 "He's a massive part of our offence," said defenceman David Savard. 
"What he brings to our team, you know, there's not many people who can 
do that. It's a tough day for us, for sure." 

 It may get even tougher with the Leafs in town. Toronto has won two 
straight this week and is looking for revenge after the Canadiens upset 
their rivals 4-3 on opening night.  

 "They're going to play with lots of energy, lots of emotion," warned coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "The building and the rivalry and Saturday night and all 
those kind of things will bring a little more urgency and intensity to the 
game. I would expect to see their best. They play with lots of emotion 
against us. Even without Caufield, they still have lots of guys that are 
very dangerous in transition and can get [lost] in behind you and take 
advantage of it. So, lots of reasons for us to be dialled in that way."  

 It's not just Caufield missing, though. Juraj Slafkovsky, Brendan 
Gallagher, Paul Byron, Sean Monahan, Jake Evans, Joel Armia, Jake 
Allen and Kaiden Guhle are also out.  

 "Every time we've played this team, it's a very challenging game," said 
veteran Leafs winger Wayne Simmonds. "We have to look within 
ourselves and make sure that we're doing the right things." 

 "It's always a good buzz around town and in the building," captain John 
Tavares said. "As a player it's a lot of fun to play in and you never take 

them for granted ... We have to have our foot on the gas and go out and 
execute and be difficult to play against."  

Auston Matthews has scored in four straight and is coming off his most 
dominant performance of the season on Thursday.  

 "When that guy gets hot, he gets hot," said Harris. "Communicating for 
us is huge in the defensive zone, especially with all the switches they do, 
all the cycles. It's about not really being stuck to your man, 
communicating and passing guys off." 

 Matthews is a slippery sniper.  

 "He's a guy that moves around quite a bit on the ice," said Savard. "He's 
not a guy that's stationary. We got be aware of where he's at. If we cover 
him well and take the passing lane and don't give him too much time, 
we'll be fine." 

 Teams did their best to game plan for Matthews last season, but he still 
racked up 60 goals in just 72 games. He's more and more like the MVP 
from a year ago.  

 "He's starting to dial it in here," said Simmonds. "Around this time last 
year he started scoring every single game." 

 Last season, Matthews scored in 26 of 37 games from Jan. 8 to April 9.   

 "He's played good hockey for us, but he has another gear, another 
level," said Keefe. "You saw glimpses of that the other night. Obviously 
our team would get a boost from that. We're hoping for that to continue 
here." 

 The team is still buzzing about the move Matthews pulled off to score his 
first goal against Winnipeg. He deked Mark Scheifele before beating 
Connor Hellebuyck five hole.  

 "Just made it look so easy," marvelled rookie Bobby McMann. "You're 
just like, 'That’s impressive. That's some worldly talent there.' Great to 
have him on my side." 

'When that guy gets hot, he gets hot': Matthews brings momentum to 
Montreal 

Maple Leafs All-Star Auston Matthews has been heating up as of late 
and the Canadiens know they'll have their hands full as they try and 
contain him tonight in Montreal. 

With two goals on Thursday, Matthews moved into a tie with William 
Nylander for the team lead at 24. Matthews is heading to the All-Star 
Game in Sunrise, Fla. next month. He's been invited all six times that it's 
been held since he broke into the league. Nylander, meanwhile, is still 
awaiting his first invitation.  

 "No doubt Willy is an All-Star-calibre player and has had some great 
seasons," said Tavares. "Obviously, he's having a great year this year. 
I've always thought that it's important to recognize the players that are 
very deserving and every year there's always maybe a couple guys that, 
because of the format, don't get the recognition and it's important that 
gets looked at."  

 The All-Star Game features teams representing the four divisions facing 
off in 3-on-3 competition. Each team has nine skaters and two goalies.  

 How could the NHL reduce the number of snubs?  

"Whether that's just expanding the rosters, it's something worth looking 
at," Tavares said.  

'He’s not afraid of anyone': Leafs have a lot of respect for Habs' Xhekaj 

Canadiens rookie Arber Xhekaj has been turning heads this season with 
his feisty play and his willingness to drop the gloves with anyone. Maple 
Leafs veteran Wayne Simmonds gives him kudos and says he has a ton 
of respect for him. 

Canadiens defenceman Arber Xhekaj is tied for the league lead with 
eight fighting majors. He's also 11th overall in hits.  
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"He's a big boy and he's not afraid to use his body," said Leafs winger 
Michael Bunting. "He's come into this league and shown he's not afraid of 
anyone." 

The undrafted 21-year-old, who stands 6-foot-4, 238-pounds, leads the 
NHL with 92 penalty minutes.  

"I give him kudos big time," said Simmonds. "He's worked his way to the 
NHL and I got a ton of respect for guys like that. He did it the hard way 
and he's still continuing to do it. He showed up in this league and proved 
that he can play." 

Simmonds says the Hamilton, Ont. native reminds him of how Kyle 
Clifford played when he was a young guy breaking into the league in Los 
Angeles.  

"A big, rugged guy not afraid of anybody and willing to prove himself at 
any point in time," Simmonds said.  

Simmonds, 34, dropped the gloves five times as a rookie in 2008-09, but 
the league has changed quite a bit since then.  

"I was definitely not shy," Simmonds recalled. "But, at the same time, I 
think back then we had about five, six guys on any team that would rip 
your head off so it's a little bit different now. But that's not taking away 
from anything he's done. He's done a great job." 

Tavares hopes NHL will reconsider All-Star format; Nylander latest to be 
snubbed 

William Nylander is having a phenomenal season yet wasn't named an 
All-Star due to the game's format. Maple Leafs captain John Tavares 
thinks it might be time for the NHL to reconsider the way the rosters are 
constructed. 

Simmonds will replace Dryden Hunt on the fourth line for Saturday's 
game.  

"It's always special to come into Montreal on a Saturday night," the 
Scarborough, Ont. native said. "The fans here are going to be rocking. 
No matter where either team is in the standings, the game always turns 
out exciting, fast paced and usually pretty physical too. So, it's definitely a 
fun time." 

Ilya Samsonov starts again for the Leafs. It's the first time he's appeared 
in three straight games since October.  

"When he's playing well, he does give our team that extra confidence," 
said defenceman Morgan Rielly. "You can tell when he's feeling it. He's a 
confident guy off the ice and when that translates on the ice, he's been 
playing really well for us." 

Samsonov stopped a season high 37 shots in Thursday's win over the 
Winnipeg Jets. He's made a big impression off the ice as well.  

"He's a pretty funny guy," said Simmonds. "We play cards together. He 
sits across from me so I have a good time with Sammy." 

How's Samsonov's poker face?   

"He's a wildcard," said Simmonds with a smile. "That's for sure. You 
never know what you're getting into when you're in a hand with him." 

Leafs Ice Chips: 'Wildcard' Samsonov starts; special game for Simmonds 

Ilya Samsonov will make his third straight appearance for the Maple 
Leafs as they take on the Canadiens tonight. He was perfect in relief on 
Tuesday in an overtime win over the Panthers, and stopped a season-
high 37 shots on Thursday against the Jets. As Mark Masters reports, 
there's no doubt the 25-year-old is feeling it right now. 

With the Leafs moving away from the five-forward look on the power 
play, Rielly finds himself quarterbacking the top unit once more.  

"You just want to be effective," said Rielly. "We talk about what we want 
to do as a group and what leads to success and we all have different 
roles. I want to be great when it comes to break outs, when it comes to 

getting shots through, when it comes to moving it from up top and making 
good passes."  

Toronto went to the five-forward alignment when Rielly was out with a 
knee injury. He's played 11 games since returning and appears to be 
regaining some rhythm since pairing up with Timothy Liljegren on 
Tuesday.  

The Leafs looked dangerous but failed to convert on their one power-play 
chance on Thursday with Rielly back with the top unit.  

"I'm just trying to be the best I can be up there," Rielly said. "I do have 
confidence. You're able to move around and feel good about your game 
and that stuff helps." 

Eight of Rielly's 21 assists this season have come on the power play.  

"He's not known for a big one-timer or big bomb from the top, but he's got 
a tremendous snapper," said Tavares. "His timing with it is very good. 
We've been having him up there for a while now and have a good sense 
of his game and his instincts and how he reads the play. So, a 
tremendous amount of trust. Anyone that quarterbacks a power play, 
there's a lot of responsibility there and he handles it extremely well." 

The Canadiens allowed four goals while shorthanded in Thursday's loss 
to the Florida Panthers. Montreal's penalty kill has dropped to 27th in the 
NHL at 73.7 per cent.   

Return to top PP unit helps Rielly; Leafs' five-forward look on hiatus 

Maple Leafs defenceman Morgan Rielly shares his thoughts on returning 
to Toronto's top power play unit, while head coach Sheldon Keefe 
explains why he's decided to move away from the five-forward look for 
the time being. 

--- 

Saturday marks two weeks since T.J. Brodie sustained a rib injury. The 
initial prognosis was that the defenceman would miss around two weeks. 
Where do things stand now? 

"I don't have a timeline other than to say that the last couple days have 
been the most positive days and he's feeling better," said Keefe. "We're 
not expecting it to be too much longer." 
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