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Weekend NHL rankings: The Bruce Boudreau debacle gets a pathetic final chapter 
By Sean McIndoe 

No bonus top five this week because I’m cranky. Instead, I’m 
going to ask you to let me vent for a bit. 

I’m a bit of an NHL history buff. You may have picked up on 
that based on roughly half the columns I post here. I also 
wrote a book on the subject. I’m not an expert, but I feel like I 
know my stuff. 

I’ve never seen anything like this Bruce Boudreau story. 

Never. And I lived through the era of Harold Ballard, an 
owner so mean and awful that he once asked Roger Neilson 
to wear a paper bag over his head. Neilson told him to get 
stuffed, and Ballard backed down because even the worst of 
the worst are still capable of realizing when they’ve gone too 
far. 

The Canucks went too far. Way too far. Their treatment of 
Boudreau over the last few months went from comical to 
bizarre to outright cruel, which is where it’s been for weeks 
now. Yesterday’s announcement of the inevitable was just 
one last act in a bad farce. The way this was handled makes 
Gerard Gallant’s infamous taxi look like a stretch limo. 

Look, coaches get fired. It’s never pleasant, but it happens, 
to almost everyone, and it’s part of the game. You could 
absolutely make the case that Boudreau deserved a pink slip 
based on how this season went, or at least that the coach 
taking the fall for a flawed roster would be the standard 
operating procedure in plenty of places around the league. 
That’s fine. Maybe Rick Tocchet will be the better fit. 

But there’s no reason to do it like this. None. We’ve known 
the coaching change was coming. We knew who’d be 
replacing him. The exact date it would happen leaked out a 
while ago. And yet the team still sent Boudreau out there, 
night after night, as dead coach walking. Just fire him! If 
Tocchet can’t take the job right away because of TV 
commitments or whatever, then let Mike Yeo run the bench 
for a few games on an interim basis. There’s no reason to let 
a respected coach with over 600 career wins who almost 
saved your season last year twist in the wind like this. No 
reason to have Jim Rutherford periodically show up to kick 
him when he’s down. No reason to send him out there for 
what everyone knew would be his final games, then watch 
him have to clarify to the media that he hadn’t actually been 
fired yet. 

If there’s a positive in any of this, it’s that the last part at least 
allowed Vancouver fans to step up to the plate. Their final 
Bruce chant, and Boudreau’s reaction to it, was a genuinely 
touching moment, even if it should have never happened. 

Seriously, what does the Canucks’ organization gain from 
this? Possibly a coaching upgrade, although that remains to 
be seen. Beyond that, it’s hard to imagine the purpose 
behind all of this. Maybe there’s some behind-the-scenes 

grudge. Maybe Rutherford, or ownership, or (tries to 
remember the name of that GM who hasn’t been seen in 
months) Patrik Allvin genuinely hates the guy. Maybe they 
thought their weird excuses and quasi-apologies would 
actually land. Maybe they’re in the increasingly large group 
these days that mistakes cruelty and pettiness for bold 
leadership. I have no idea. 

What I do know is that the Canucks look awful in all of this. 
Drance gets into some of the bigger picture stuff here, and 
he nails it in one key sentence: “the way an organization 
treats people matters”. The fans are ticked off. The Province 
reported that the players are too, and this could impact the 
Canucks ability to resign key pieces or attract free agents. 
And around the hockey world, all anyone can do is shake 
their heads and wonder how it came to this. 

And if that’s not enough, this guy is ready to put someone 
through a table. 

I’ve never met Boudreau, and I’m not going to pretend I know 
he’s some great guy based on his public persona. But the 
mere fact that he has a public persona is worth something, 
especially in a league where all we see most coaches do is 
stare at iPads after goals, grunt out dismissive non-answers 
at press conferences, and bag skate their teams after 5-4 
wins. Boudreau always seemed like he enjoyed his job, and 
understood that he was in the entertainment business. He 
even seemed to be, dare we say it, having fun. 

Maybe that’s why he had to be publicly humiliated and cast 
aside. Maybe it’s something else. Maybe it’s no reason at all, 
other than Rutherford or whoever realized that they could. 

Good luck to Rick Tocchet. Hell of an organization you’re 
stepping into there, coach. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

By the way, hope everyone enjoyed weekend number three 
of at some point going “Wait, is the All-Star Game happening 
today?” The original rosters were announced four months 
ago, and the voting went on for seven weeks, I think they 
announced the winners recently but I saw Stuart Skinner on 
the list so it may have just been a meme, and it turns out it 
wasn’t this weekend after all. Will it be next weekend? 
Nobody knows, tune in to find out. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs (28-11-8, +34 true goals differential*) 
— After last week’s dramatic handwringing over dropping the 
Avalanche out of the top five, I’ll admit it was tempting to 
quietly slip them right back in as if nothing had happened. 
Instead, we’ll reluctantly go back to the Leafs, who collected 
five of six points this week despite rarely looking especially 
impressive. 
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4. New Jersey Devils (30-12-4, +40) — Well, look who’s 
back. After a three-week absence, the Devils return to the 
top five. Yesterday’s win over the Penguins left them with the 
third-best points percentage in the league, which helps dispel 
any lingering notions that they’d settled into mediocrity after 
that long stretch of early season dominance. And I have to 
say, this Timo Meier talk is making some sense to me. 

3. Dallas Stars (28-13-7, +44) — It was the week of the 4-0 
win, as they racked up three of them. That’s more than 
enough to move them back into the Central’s spot after the 
Jets slipped past them last week. They’ve started an eight-
game homestand that will include visits by Carolina, New 
Jersey, Tampa and Boston, so we’ll get a good sense of how 
they can handle the league’s big kids. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (29-8-8, +26) — Absolutely 
devastating news on the Max Pacioretty injury. Awful for the 
player, who’d worked so hard to get back and now faces an 
uncertain future. Awful for a team that had paired creativity 
with patience in the hopes of adding a legitimate scoring 
threat. Just a genuinely miserable moment. 

1. Boston Bruins (37-5-4, +82) — They won all four games 
this week, but gave up two goals in the process. 
Unacceptable, really, here’s hoping they can get themselves 
out of his tailspin. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Pittsburgh Penguins — It’s time to check in with 
our quasi-monthly feature called “Do the Penguins make any 
damn sense yet?” 

This week’s answer: Nope. 

The good news is that they’ve steadied things a bit since 
snapping a six-game losing streak, winning four of their last 
eight and earning loser points in two more. But those four 
wins have come against the Coyotes, Canucks, Ducks 
(barely) and Senators, so it’s hard to declare the team is 
fixed. They looked completely off in Ottawa on Wednesday. 
The blue line badly misses Kris Letang, now on the LTIR, 
and the goaltending wasn’t great during three weeks without 
Tristan Jarry. They really haven’t looked especially 
dangerous since before the holiday break. That’s bad. 

But Jarry is back now, starting Friday’s win over the Senators 
and looking fantastic, making 44 saves in a 4-1 win. Jeff 
Petry is back too, which should help the blue line. And 
despite all the negatives, the Penguins are still holding down 
a wild-card spot, ahead of the struggling Islanders, the 
intriguing Sabres and the suddenly feisty Panthers. That’s … 
well, I’m not sure holding down a wild-card spot is good, but 
it’s not terrible as far as worst-case scenarios go. 

It’s not all that hard to look at this team as a talented group 
that hit a patch of tough injury news, weathered it, and is now 
well-positioned to lock down a playoff spot in the second half. 
The Crosby/Malkin duo is still dangerous, and Letang should 
be back at some point. If you believe in Mike Sullivan, you 
have to figure that he’ll get the penalties under control and 
maybe get the powerplay working again. (Jesse Marshall has 
some interesting thoughts on that here.) And while it feels 
unlikely, maybe Ron Hextall does … something? Stranger 
things have happened. 

Of course, you could also go down Josh’s recent checklist 
and note that many of those problems can’t be fixed in the 
short term. They’re not going to get younger, faster, or 
bigger. Maybe Sullivan can get them to improve the 
defensive coverage issues, but they’ve had half a season to 
do that. Yes, they can probably make the playoffs despite all 
that, but is anyone going to pick them to beat Boston or 
Carolina? They didn’t bring the core back so they could 
serve as a first-round warmup for a real contender. And right 
now, that sure seems like where they’re headed. 

They’ve got those Panthers tomorrow, which should be a fun 
one. Will it provide any clarity on where this team is headed? 
No, because we’ll never get that until the season is over. 
Right now, it sure feels like we can pencil that in for roughly 
five games into the postseason. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

Hockey parents are the absolute best. 

5. Montreal Canadiens (20-24-3, -50) — The standings don’t 
think they’re this bad, but we’re predicting the future here, 
and the Habs have become the first team to hit the 
“everyone that’s hurt gets shut down for the year” mark. 

That’s a crucial milestone for a tanking team — I say this 
from personal experience — and it works. As an added 
bonus, the players who get shut down have a chance to fully 
recover in time for next year. You need Cole Caufield’s 
shoulder to be ready for opening night because all those 
Connor Bedard-assisted goals aren’t going to celebrate 
themselves. 

4. Columbus Blue Jackets (14-30-2, -61) — Pulling off the 
impossible by losing to the Ducks in regulation was big, but 
they couldn’t keep the momentum going with a disappointing 
win over the Sharks. The good news is that the next 10 
games are rough, so even in a crowded field of four 
absolutely terrible teams, they can still take this. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (13-29-5, -87) — Well, at least Trevor 
Zegras is staying upbeat. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (15-27-5, -47) — Last night’s upset win 
over the Golden Knights was their first non-shootout victory 
since the final days of 2022 when they beat (checks notes) 
the Leafs and Avalanche. Sure, why not, hockey makes 
sense. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (14-27-4, -53) — They’d won six of 
seven before last night’s loss to the Kings, the sort of stretch 
that threatens to tank a tank just a few weeks after they 
looked like they had last place in the bag. 

I’m keeping them in the number one spot for now because 
they still have the Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews trades 
to navigate. In terms of being bad, I still think they have 
another level. But the last few weeks have hurt, and this is a 
race again. 

Not ranked: San Jose Sharks — They slip out of the bottom 
five this week, but need a mention because it’s starting to 
feel like an Erik Karlsson trade could actually happen. He 
talked to Pierre about the situation this week, and his 
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comments are worth a read. He certainly doesn’t sound like 
a guy who wants out of San Jose. But he also doesn’t sound 
like a guy who’s completely shut the door on the idea. 

That’s crucial here, obviously, because Karlsson has a full 
no-move and controls his future. Remember, he has four 
years left on his deal and wouldn’t be a rental, so this isn’t a 
situation where somebody is only committing to go chase a 
Cup for a few months at most. If he moves, it’s for the 
foreseeable future, so he has every right to be picky. 

Still, he says he wants to win, and right now the Sharks can’t 
offer that. And while his massive contract would have made 
any trade scenario feel unworkable heading into this season, 
Karlsson’s monster season might be changing that. I’ll 
emphasize that “might” because we’ve never seen a contract 
like this get traded in the cap era, let alone at midseason. 
Still, we’re told that teams are calling. And if they are, Mike 

Grier should absolutely be answering. (Mike, you got my 
note, right?) 

Fans of deadline blockbusters shouldn’t be getting our hopes 
up quite yet; we’re already seeing caveats about how a deal 
might be easier in the offseason. I don’t see how that makes 
sense since you’d think you only even consider adding this 
contract if you know you’re getting a playoff run from its best 
season. The most likely outcome here is still that everyone 
hems and haws and eventually talks themselves out of doing 
anything bold. 

But that doesn’t feel like a sure thing anymore, and that’s 
intriguing, to say the least. Karlsson is one of the best 
defensemen of his era, and he’s in the middle of what could 
be a career year. If he actually switched teams, it could 
change the entire dynamic heading into the playoffs. I don’t 
think it happens, but let’s see if anyone out there proves me 
wrong. 
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Andrei Svechnikov excited, ready for All-Star Game 
The 22-year old winger will be participating in his first ever 
All-Star Game after leading the Hurricanes in goals. 

By Ryan Henkel  

In a little under two weeks, Andrei Svechnikov will be 
showcasing his skills with the rest of the game’s top talent at 
the NHL All-Star Game in south Florida. 

It was Russian star’s first — and certainly won’t be last — 
time being selected to the NHL All-Star roster, thanks in part 
to leading the Carolina Hurricanes in goals this season as 
well as just his overall viral goal-scoring history. 

Svechnikov currently leads the team in goals with 19 and is 
third in total scoring with 37 points, and who can forget the 
magic that was the NHL’s first and second ever lacrosse 
goals.  

“I’m excited to play with everyone,” Svechnikov said. 
“There’s a lot of unbelievable players and I’m especially just 
excited to go there and meet with the Russian guys. I know 
it’s going to be fun.” 

It also doesn’t hurt that the All-Star game is being held in in 
one of his favorite spots. 

“I’ve been going there pretty much every offseason,” 
Svechnikov said of the Ft. Lauderdale/Miami area. “Spend a 
couple of weeks just relaxing there. I’ve got a few friends 
there and it’s going to be fun obviously. It’s just warm and 
there’s so many Russian people as well. I’m super excited.” 

Svechnikov started off the season hot, scoring all 19 of his 
goals and registering 32 points in the first 36 games, but has 
seen his pace cool since then, with just five points and no 
goals in his last ten games. 

“It’s been a little bit [frustrating],” Svechnikov said of his 
recent goal drought. “Obviously, I want to score. Everyone 
does. But I’m going to keep trying. You never have enough 
[goals]. Just going to work hard and hopefully I get 
rewarded.” 

It certainly hasn’t been from a lack of trying, as Svechnikov 
leads the team in shots on goal, but he just hasn’t been lucky 
with finding twine as of late. 

“When you don’t [score], it just kind of is frustrating, but 
you’ve just got to stick with the game and do your job.” 

For Svechnikov though, it’s a bit easier to do that job and 
make his presence felt in a game even if he’s not scoring, 
due to his physicality. 

The fifth-year winger currently sits second on the team in hits 
with 92, just a single one behind the big-bodied captain, 
Jordan Staal. 

“When those points don’t come or you don’t feel the game, if 
you go out there and try hit something or someone, it helps 
you kind of wake up and be like, ‘Come on, let’s go.’” 

Svechnikov has always been comfortable throwing his 
weight around, but you can really see him using his size 
more and more to his advantage this year, beyond just 
throwing a hit. His ability to protect the puck with his body or 
work opponents off of them has come a long way. 

Another aspect of Svechnikov’s game that had been seeing 
vast improvements is his penalty differential. He has 
currently drawn the most penalties out of everyone on the 
Canes — and is 15th in the league in drawn calls (20) — and 
until recently, was taking a lot less infractions. 

“I feel like I am more experienced,” Svechnikov said back in 
late November. “There would have been some not great 
penalties the last few years with slashing a guy or 
something, but I’ve been more experienced with that for 
sure.” 

However, it’s perhaps not a coincidence that his goal drought 
has coincided with an uptick in penalties taken, with ten of 
his 21 infractions this season coming in the last 11 games. 

Frustrations mount when you aren’t scoring and a lot of the 
time, those emotions will boil over much quicker. 

The best example of that would be the major penalty 
Svechnikov was assessed for his dangerous cross-check of 
Brandon Duhaime late in one of the Hurricanes’ most recent 
game against the Minnesota Wild. 

“He’s been doing much better this year, but he’s gotta dial it 
down,” Brind’Amour said following that game. 

Despite those recent concerns, Svechnikov has been a 
driving force for the Hurricanes all season and is one of the 
main reasons why they sit atop the Metropolitan Division. His 
unique blend of size, skill and grit makes him one of the 
more impressive players in the league to watch. 

It’s no secret that one of the biggest turning points for the 
franchise was when he was drafted second overall in 2018, 
and finally he will be getting the chance to showcase all the 
talent that Carolina has been clamoring about as an NHL All-
Star. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/4115456/2023/01/23/bruce-boudreau-canucks-nhl-weekend-rankings/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/23/23564518/andrei-svechnikov-excited-ready-for-all-star-game-carolina-hurricanes 
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Sharks have spirited start, but predictable finish in loss to NHL’s best 
team 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

 

Sharks winger Timo Meier started Sunday’s game with Boston in a 
somewhat unpredictable fashion, dropping the gloves with Bruins 
defensemen Brandon Carlo just 27 seconds into the first period. It was 
only the third fight of Meier’s seven-year NHL career. 

“A big boy fight. He came ready to play tonight,” Sharks coach David 
Quinn said of Meier. “It’s the first I’ve seen him do it, and he looked pretty 
good doing it.” 

The rest of the game was slightly more foreseeable, as the Sharks 
managed just 11 shots on goal through two periods in a 4-0 loss to the 
Bruins at TD Garden, marking the first time San Jose has been shut out 
this season. 

One night after a 5-3 loss to the 32nd-place Columbus Blue Jackets, the 
Sharks gave up even-strength goals to Hampus Lindholm, Charlie 
McAvoy, and Nick Foligno in the first two periods. David Pastrnak then 
scored a power-play goal at the 2:40 mark of the third period to give the 
league-leading Bruins (36-5-4) a four-goal lead. 

Against the suffocating Bruins, the Sharks (14-25-9) didn’t get their first 
shot until there was 9:59 left in the first period, and they didn’t get a shot 
through on Boston goalie Linus Ullmark in two power-play tries. 

“In general, we just didn’t have a lot of energy,” Quinn said. “There just it 
wasn’t a lot going on the power play and I think it was a little bit of a 
reflection of our night.” 

Ullmark had 17 saves as the Bruins won their fifth straight game and 
improved to 22-1-3 at home this season. 

“There’s a variety of reasons why they’re as good as they are and they 
have the record they have,” Quinn said Sunday morning of the Bruins. 
“But more than anything, they play true team hockey. There’s a 
consistent effort in what they do and that’s been happening for a long 
time in their organization. It’s why they’ve consistently been one of the 
teams at the top.” 

“They roll all four lines, they’re physical, they hold onto pucks, they break 
out well, so kind of all the things we don’t do well,” Meier said. “You can 
tell they’re a playoff team and we’re not, so it should be a lesson.” 

Goalie James Reimer made 18 saves in the loss, the Sharks’ fifth in the 
last six games. San Jose continues its five-game road trip Tuesday in 

Detroit, followed by stops in Carolina on Friday and Pittsburgh on 
Saturday. 

Just before the fight, Meier was knocked down as he slid into Carlo and 
Tomas Hertl. 

After the pileup to the right of the Bruins’ net cleared up, Carlo grabbed 
Meier’s leg, and Meier gave Carlo a shot to the head before he started 
back up the ice. Carlo dropped his gloves and grabbed Meier, who 
obliged and started throwing punches in a brief but spirited fight. 

The 6-foot-2, 210-pound Meier has only had two other fighting majors in 
his NHL career, with the last coming in Dec. 2018 when he had a scrap 
with Greg Pateryn, then of the Minnesota Wild. Meier’s other fight came 
in Sept.  2016, when he dropped the gloves with Tyler Morley in a 
preseason game between the Sharks and Anaheim Ducks. 

“I’m not a small guy, I’m a pretty big boy,” Meier said. 

LABANC SCRATCHED AGAIN: Sharks winger Kevin Labanc was 
scratched for the fourth straight game Sunday, as Quinn kept his forward 
lines intact from Saturday’s loss. 

Labanc’s last game was on Jan. 13 when the Sharks were blasted 7-1 by 
the Edmonton Oilers at SAP Center. After that, Labanc was replaced on 
the Sharks’ second line by Mikey Eyssimont, who made his presence felt 
in recent games with his relentless, energetic style. Eyssimont has also 
received time on the Sharks’ second power-play unit. 

BENNING OUT: Defenseman Matt Benning was out of the Sharks lineup 
Sunday for just the second time this season. Quinn said Benning was 
under the weather. 

Nick Cicek entered the lineup for Benning and was paired with Scott 
Harrington, as Marc-Edouard Vlasic was paired with Mario Ferraro. 

Among all Sharks defensemen, Benning is second in points (20) and 
third in average time on ice (19:24). 

San Jose Mercury News: LOADED: 01.23.2023 
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GOTTA SEE IT: Meier Gets Into Just His 2nd Career Fight 

 

Sheng Peng 

 

It’s not everyday that your team’s leading goalscorer gets into a fight. 

But that’s how Timo Meier, who’s scored 27 goals so far this season, 
used his hands to start the San Jose Sharks’ 4-0 loss to the Boston 
Bruins. 
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Timo Meier … dropping the gloves   pic.twitter.com/YAIpCFMK2J 

— Sharks on NBCS (@NBCSSharks) January 23, 2023 

“It was a battle, and he was holding onto my stick. I tried to get my stick 
loose and just skate away,” Meier said of how his fight with Brandon 
Carlo jumped off. “I saw him coming after me. He had his gloves 
dropped, so there was no way, I just had to get in a fight with him.” 

In the back of his mind, Meier also was hoping to provide a spark for the 
San Jose Sharks, after a dispiriting 5-3 loss to worst-team-in-the-NHL 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Saturday. 

“Yeah, coming into this game, we had to be fully committed, give 
everything we got,” he said. “Obviously, you try to lead by example 
there.” 

On the Sharks’ broadcast, it was suggested that Meier didn’t like Carlo’s 
hit on Tomas Hertl, but apparently, that wasn’t an issue: “No, it was more 
of a scrum there. He was trying to get my stick loose. He wasn’t too 
happy about that, so I had to answer the bell.” 

This is just Meier’s second NHL fight, and his first since Dec. 2018 
against Greg Pateryn of the Minnesota Wild. Meier and Pateryn were 
also teammates on the San Jose Sharks during the 2020-21 campaign. 

Head coach David Quinn was impressed with how his 6-foot-1 power 
forward fared against the 6-foot-6 Carlo: “Listen, that was a big boy fight. 
He came ready to play tonight. It’s the first I’ve seen him do it, and he 
looked pretty good doing it.” 

“I’m not a small guy. Pretty big boy,” Meier said. “So I just tried to defend 
myself, throw a couple.” 

San Jose Hockey Now LOADED: 01.23.2023 
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Sharks Locker Room: Meier Gets Real About Gap Between Sharks & 
Bruins, Quinn Doesn't Want To Keep Talking Labanc Scratch 

 

Sheng Peng 

 

So it was no surprise that the Bruins shut out the Sharks 4-0 tonight at 
TD Garden. 

Timo Meier explained why he fought Brandon Carlo and got real about 
the gap between San Jose and Boston. David Quinn gave Matt Benning 
and Nikolai Knyzhov updates, and didn’t really want to keep talking about 
Kevin Labanc’s scratches. 

See Timo Meier’s interview here 

Timo Meier, on how fight with Brandon Carlo started: 

It was a battle and he was holding onto my stick. I tried to get my stick 
loose and just skate away. I saw him coming after me. He had his gloves 
dropped, so there was no way, I just had to get in a fight with him. 

Meier, on if he was trying to fire up the San Jose Sharks after a tough 
loss yesterday to the Columbus Blue Jackets: 

Yeah, coming into this game, we had to be fully committed, give 
everything we got. Obviously, you try to lead by example there. 

Meier, on if he didn’t like Carlo’s hit on Tomas Hertl and if that was a 
cause for the fight: 

No, it was more of a scrum there. He was trying to get my stick loose. He 
wasn’t too happy about that, so I had to answer the bell. 

Meier, on how he fared against Carlo: 

I’m not a small guy. Pretty big boy. So I just tried to defend myself, throw 
a couple. 

Meier, on what makes the Boston Bruins so tough: 

They’re roll four lines, they’re physical, they hold onto pucks, they break 
out well. Kind of all the things we don’t do well. You can tell they’re a 
playoff team and we’re not. This should be a lesson. 

See David Quinn’s interview here 

David Quinn, on the San Jose Sharks’ loss: 

It’s a really good hockey team. No mystery why they have the record they 
have. Obviously, we weren’t on our game [in] a lot of areas. Hung around 
a little bit, but just two goals to get beat one-on-one. Just didn’t really give 
us, didn’t get much going tonight. I thought they were pretty thorough. 

Quinn, on the Meier fight: 

Listen, that was a big boy fight. He came ready to play tonight. It’s the 
first I’ve seen him do it, and he looked pretty good doing it. 

Quinn, on if he’ll play Kevin Labanc on Tuesday: 

Too early, I haven’t thought much about that at all. Something, we’ll 
obviously get some time to think about before we play our next game. 

Quinn, on what went into the decision to scratch Labanc tonight after the 
loss yesterday: 

We’ve gone through this. I don’t want to keep talking about it. It’s just a 
decision to give that group another chance. 

Quinn, on whether or not Nikolai Knyzhov has been re-assigned to the 
San Jose Barracuda: 

When I left, he was just gonna go practice with them. Maybe there’s been 
a change since then? I haven’t been updated on that. 

San Jose Hockey Now LOADED: 01.23.2023 
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Bruins Show Sharks What Winning Hockey Is, 4-0 Shutout 

 

Sheng Peng 

 

The San Jose Sharks visit the Boston Bruins at TD Garden. The Bruins 
just put on their work boots and put on a master class in winning hockey, 
shutting out San Jose 4-0. 

Period 1 

The third fight of Meier's career per @hockeyfights — his first fight since 
taking on Greg Pateryn in Dec. 2018 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) January 23, 2023 

Lindholm goal: Eyssimont can’t miss the steal like that up high, has to 
keep man in front of him or go through him, stop him up. San Jose 
Sharks were already in bend-don’t-break mode. 

10 in: Karlsson loves the weakside dash up the ice. Sharp entry pass to 
Nieto. Wonder? If Labanc ever makes it back in the line-up…I feel like 
Nieto’s game has dropped off. Put Labanc back with Hertl, Eyssimont 
with Couture. Eyssimont brings some of Nieto’s little things plus a little 
more forechecking edge. 

6 left: Sturm steps in front of Clifton, clamps down defensively, typical 
Sturm hockey. 

Preview/Lines #48: What Does Nico Sturm Have in Common With 
Boston Bruins? 
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2 left: Like that decisive Megna pin. San Jose Sharks have been mostly 
solid defensively tonight. Not much on offense though. 

1 left: Outstanding forecheck effort by Eyssimont, then gives it to Hertl for 
one-timer. 

Period 2 

Meier starts by intercepting Marchand pass in NZ, counterattack, Meier 
makes a gorgeous pass to Hertl coming down slot. Carlo might have got 
a stick on Meier. 

Next shift, Karlsson looks like a video game out there stickhandling 
around Grzelcyk. 

2 in: Greer spin-o-rama on Karlsson. 

Eyssimont penalty: Two pests meeting. Fair that both he and Marchand 
go off. San Jose Sharks will take that trade. 

McAvoy goal: Awful. Meier and Karlsson get split by McAvoy, fail to put 
body on the attacker. Soft defense from both. Karlsson might have been 
keeping an eye on Pastrnak coming down wing. So McAvoy takes 
advantage of the forward put in a defenseman-like position. 

Foligno goal: Cicek near-turnover, he’s got to get back to being more 
decisive with puck. Maybe thinking too much, NHL pace too much? 
Lindblom turns it over in NZ, maybe not put in best position? Bruins 
counterattack, cycle. 

Eyssimont might see the bench next game, consecutive unnecessary OZ 
penalties. 

6 left: Karlsson knew that was too many men the second that Marchand 
interrupted it. Interesting, how he knows how many people on the ice 
there. I would guess other players not as aware. 

Bruins just showing San Jose Sharks what high-level team hockey is. 

Period 3 

1 in: Fantastic job by Ferraro to skate it out by himself from behind 
Reimer, into OZ, he can do that. But when he gets down low, not much of 
a plan. 

#SJSharks haven't been hard to play against tonight, but they are 
challenging the opposing goalies, at least. 

Second time in 3 games that an opposing goalie (Oettinger) has skate 
blade fall off skate against the Sharks. That's gotta be some kind of 
record 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) January 23, 2023 

8 left: Would like that Eyssimont NZ pass to Harrington to connect. Those 
are the small plays that he has to make to be more than just a grinder. 

5 left: Remenda recognizes, and I looked up from 49ers-Cowboys, Sturm 
closing on wall, “skating the gap” on Lindholm. That’s a high-compete 
play, that’s the foundation of winning hockey. Love it. 
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Preview/Lines #48: What Does Nico Sturm Have in Common With 
Boston Bruins? 

 

Sheng Peng 

 

What does Nico Sturm have in common with the Boston Bruins? 

“Every shift, you get that physical and mental effort. That’s what you 
want,” San Jose Sharks head coach David Quinn said of Sturm this 
morning. “To me, it’s what makes the Bruins the team they are. There’s a 
variety of reasons why they’re as good as they are, and they have the 
record they have, but more than anything, they play true team hockey, 
and there’s a consistent effort from what they do, and that’s been 
happening for a long time in their organization.” 

Translation: Sturm is a winner. And he’s won, hoisting the Stanley Cup 
for the Colorado Avalanche last season. Which are among the reasons 
why the Sharks inked the 27-year-old UFA centerman to a three-year, $6 
million dollar pact during the off-season. 

Sturm had repaid GM Mike Grier in kind, leading the way with his 
compete and surprising scoring touch. The 6-foot-3 German has 11 goals 
in 39 games, matching his 2020-21 career high set in 50 games. 

Suffice to say, long-term, the Sharks want more Sturm-like compete in 
their line-up. 

“You get an honest effort out of him every night. That’s really all you can 
ask for from a player. He’s given us an awful lot from an energy 
standpoint,” Quinn said. “He’s very diligent about his preparation. He’s in 
world-class shape. There’s a high level of commitment from him. That’s 
what we want to build off of here.” 

San Jose Sharks (14-24-9) 

#SJSharks lines, Reimer starts, only other change is Cicek in for 
Benning. Ferraro up with Vlasic pic.twitter.com/gVj6EMzNHU 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) January 23, 2023 

Boston Bruins (36-5-4) 

The lineup looks like this. pic.twitter.com/5hRJfPc2QD 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) January 22, 2023 

Where to Watch 

The San Jose Sharks will take on Boston Bruins at 4 PM PST at TD 
Garden. Watch it live on NBC Sports California. Listen to it on the Sharks 
Audio Network. 
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Bruins shut out Sharks for fifth straight win 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont  

 

The Bruins kept up their Causeway crushing ways Sunday night at TD 
Garden, easily dismissing the San Jose Sharks, 4-0, led again by a pair 
of goals from their nouveau goal-hungry defensive corps, including a 
chef’s-kiss-worthy strike by Charlie McAvoy in the middle period. 

The win, their fifth in a row overall, lifted the Bruins to an astounding 22-
1-3 mark on home ice and added to their league-leading position atop the 
overall standings (78 points through 46 games). 

Once was the time, in the beloved old Garden, when the Bruins 
intimidated visitors with their small sheet of ice and their love of fisticuffs. 
Before the visiting team barely could unpack its bags, the Bruins often 
had a goal up on the board and a five-minute fighting major in the books. 

In 2022-23, it’s that 22-1-3 record that has clubs like the Sharks all but 
pinned with an “L” before puck drop. 

“We’ve said that we’re going to get every team’s best,” said Nick Foligno, 
who potted his seventh of the season, tipping home a Hampus Lindholm 
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shot for the 3-0 knockout punch midway through the second. “We’re 
expecting that. It’s a compliment to what we’re doing here — the type of 
team we are. If you’re a good team, you are going to get every team’s 
best. We like that. We like what it does for our group, how it engages us 
right away.” 

The win included goals by Lindholm, Foligno, David Pastrnak, and 
McAvoy, and boosted the Black-and-Gold’s league-leading record to 37-
5-4. The Bruins are on track to collect 100 points faster than any team in 
NHL history. 

Linus Ullmark recorded the shutout (*), boosting his league-best mark to 
25-2-1 (one win fewer than he recorded all last season), needing to turn 
away only 17 shots from San Jose’s sputtering popgun offense. 

As for the asterisk: Ullmark had to exit the ice for 2:28 in the third period 
when one of his skate blades slipped out, forcing him to exit to the Bruins 
bench for repair. Jeremy Swayman made one save in his absence, 
helping to preserve Ullmark’s third shutout of the season. 

The blown blade was a new experience for Ullmark, the leading 
candidate to be the Vezina winner this year at the game’s top stopper. 

“I have no idea,” said Ullmark, when asked what happened. “I had a 
skate issue before the game, but we took care of that. [The blade] 
shouldn’t come out. I think it was a bolt, or something that broke down.” 

The Bruins, who move on to Montreal for their first game of the season 
against the Canadiens (Tuesday night), have gone 16-1-3 in their last 20 
games. 

Lindholm scored in the first, then McAvoy and Foligno connected in the 
second, and the Sharks could generate only 10 shots on net across the 
first two periods and eight more in the third. After their 5-3 loss in 
Columbus on Saturday, the Sharks only looked more fatigued by the 
second as the clock wound down. 

Lindholm’s goal, off the fourth shot against James Reimer, came at the 
7:16 mark of the first. The smooth Swede made a clever stickhandling 
move in the slot, closed to within about 25 feet, and snapped a wrister 
inside the left post to beat Reimer blocker side. 

The Bruins entered the night with their defensemen on a goal-scoring roll 
(five goals over the previous four games). Lindholm and McAvoy 
increased it to seven goals over five games. . 

McAvoy’s dazzler came at 4:08 of the second, finishing off a four-on-four 
rush with one of the club’s prettiest goals of the season. Racing down the 
slot, with the Sharks scurrying to get back, McAvoy slithered between 
Erik Karlsson and winger Timo Meier midway down the slot, then finished 
off with a smooth forehand tuck by a sprawled Reimer. 

When the highlight reel is released at the end of the season, McAvoy’s 
goal will be labeled “Filth.” 

“We are starting to see the dynamic McAvoy we have seen for years,” 
noted Montgomery. 

For the second time in the last three games, the Bruins had a pair of 
goals from their backliners. It took a while for the six-pack to get going, 
but they’re finally producing at levels not seen here even while Bruce 
Cassidy, once a puck-rushing defenseman himself, was coach. 

Finally, Foligno saved some face for the Bruin forwards, connecting for 
his seventh goal of the season at 7:46 of the second. But it was a 
Lindholm shot, from the point slot, that led to the Foligno tip-in from near 
the top of the crease. 

Rookie Joona Koppanen, centering the No. 4 line in the absence of 
Tomas Nosek (cracked foot), picked up an assist on the Foligno goal, 
registering his first career point. 

Pastrnak, who went without a shot Thursday against the Rangers, closed 
out the scoring with a power-play snipe off a McAvoy dish with 2:40 gone 
in the third. 
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X-rays of his right foot were negative so Brandon Carlo rejoins Bruins 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff, Updated January 23, 2023 

 

Brandon Carlo, last seen hopscotching and wincing his way to the 
dressing room Thursday night at Madison Square, rejoined his fellow 
blueliners Sunday night, amid what has been a golden goal rush for the 
Bruins. 

Prior to blanking the Sharks, 4-0, at TD Garden for the last home game 
of the month, Black-and-Gold defensemen had scored five goals over the 
last four games. Then they added two more in the win. 

That’s quite a bounty, considering the defensemen scored only 15 times 
in the previous 41 games. Carlo, with only one goal this season and 22 in 
his career, would be only too happy to indulge in the scoring wealth. 

“I feel like I’ve had my fair share of good opportunities as well…” said 
Carlo, relieved that the shot he took off his right foot in Manhattan did not 
boot him to the sidelines, “... but I’m proud of our group and our 
defensive corps, what they’ve been able to accomplish on the offensive 
side of things, and hopefully I’ll get some of my cookies here soon.” 

At first glance Thursday night, when Carlo hobbled off the ice in great 
pain prior to the 3:00 mark of the second period, the concern was he 
might have sustained a fractured bone on the right side of his foot when 
blocking a slapshot. 

Afterward, coach Jim Montgomery mused that he might have to lean on 
spare blue liner Jakub Zboril to fill the void if the 6-foot-6-inch Carlo 
needed time to mend. 

“For some reason, [a] nerve was just really affected,” Montgomery said 
Sunday morning, not specifying which nerve was traumatized. “It calmed 
down. He couldn’t put his foot back in the skate without it being painful.” 

Prior to taking the ice at the Garden, Carlo said he was still experiencing 
pain when tugging on his skate, but not enough for the 26-year-old to 
miss his 445th game in Black and Gold. 

Asked if he felt fortunate to escape relatively unscathed, given that a 
fracture could have sidelined him upward of six weeks or more, Carlo 
offered an emphatic, “Yes!” 

“Absolutely,” he added. “When I was coming off the ice, the pain was 
very similar to what it was like when I did break my ankle a couple of 
years ago. Thankfully, X-rays came back and showed everything was 
good.” 

Traumatized nerves in the upper body are commonly referred to as 
“stingers,” and though initially alarming, acute stinging typically abates in 
a matter of minutes to hours. The residual pain, though, can take days to 
subside. 

“I don’t know, it must have hit some sort of nerve, or something like that,” 
continued Carlo. “Because it was similar to that breaking feeling. But, you 
know, waking up the next morning and doing the right things …. keeping 
ice on it to help the inflammation and whatnot … it’s still pretty painful in 
the boot, but I definitely feel capable of skating and being able to do my 
job.” 

Carlo was in the opening lineup and added some spark with an 
uncharacteristic fight, going to toe-to-toe with Timo Meier only 27 
seconds after the opening faceoff. He made it through the whole night 
unblemished, logging 16:53 in ice time. 

As for cookies, they’ll have to wait. Carlo did not land a shot on net. 
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Sharks’ Erik Karlsson leads defensemen 

Erik Karlsson, a rejuvenated and prolific Sharks defenseman, regularly 
tormented the Bruins during his days with the Ottawa Senators. 

Karlsson, 32, tops all NHL defensemen in scoring this season — No. 1 in 
goals (15), assists (47) and points (62) in 47 games. 

For some perspective, the Bruins top offensive defensemen, Hampus 
Lindholm and Charlie McAvoy, have a collective 10-50—60 line in their 
combined 79 games after a goal and assist for each Sunday. 

Lindholm connected for the 1-0 lead 7:16 into the first period, his sixth 
goal this season and the sixth goal from the Bruins backliners over the 
last four-plus games. 

“He’s not someone who really carries the puck like [Paul] Coffey,” said 
Montgomery, asked how Karlsson compares with some of the game’s 
great offensive defensemen. “He’s more like a surgeon. He’s going to 
dissect you with his ability to buy time, bring a couple of people to him … 
like a surgeon. You give him time, given how he holds the puck and 
freezes everybody in all three zones — especially the offensive zone — 
he is just waiting for sticks to move and then he throws it through seams.” 

In the offensive zone, said Montgomery, Rangers blue liner Adam Fox, 
ex-of Harvard, shows poise and flashes moves much like Karlsson. 

“The thing you notice is, they don’t stickhandle that much,” said 
Montgomery. “It’s kind of a push-pull …. as soon as they see something 
move, they can make a play.” 

“And he can skate, deceptively fast. He throws you off … he has that 
[David] Krejci deception and he has the foot speed to go around you.” 

Karlsson logged a game-high 25:06 in ice time and landed three shots on 
net. For all his time and presence, however, even he couldn’t make much 
impact on a night when the Bruins logged another 52:44 in lead time. 

Across the five-game winning streak, the Bruins have held the lead for a 
cumulative 209:47 and trailed for a mere 25:33. 

Jake DeBrusk to start skating 

Post game, Montgomery said Jake DeBrusk will begin skating Monday, 
just as the Bruins make their way to Montreal to kick off a five-game road 
trip. DeBrusk has been off skates since suffering hand and leg injuries in 
in the Jan. 2 Winter Classic at Fenway Park. The Bruin have gone 8-1-0 
in his absence…Montgomery said the club will call up a forward from 
AHL Providence for the five-game trip, though he did not know which 
forward. The best guess: ex-Boston College center Marc McLaughlin, 
who scored three times in his 11 games with the varsity last season. He 
can play both pivot and wing. 
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Bruins beach toothless Sharks, 4-0 

 

Steve Conroy 

 

Beating the Boston Bruins has not only proven to be extremely difficult 
for the rest of the National Hockey League this season, but doing so 
apparently makes the B’s very angry. 

Since the Seattle Kraken handed the B’s their first regulation loss at the 
Garden on Jan. 12, the B’s have ripped off five straight victories by a 
combined score of 21-5. 

Their latest victim was the San Jose Sharks at the Garden on Sunday, 
when they showed just how big of a gap there is between them and 
those teams like the Sharks who are in the Connor Bedard sweepstakes. 

The B’s got goals from four different players  to beat the Sharks, 4-0, and 
improve their record to 37-5-4. 

“Man, it’s a lot of fun showing up for work every night,” said Charlie 
McAvoy. “You really feel like you can win very night and I think everyone 
brings out the best in each other. It’s something you really want to savor 
because it’s really something special we’ve got going.” 

And the B’s back end continued to step up offensively. They got two 
spectacular goals from Hampus Lindholm and McAvoy to give the B’s 
blue line seven goals in the last five games. 

“When we played Seattle, in our meeting in the morning, we were talking 
about their D corps and I think they were first in the league in goals 
scored. So then that kind of got us wondering ‘Where are we in that?'” 
said McAvoy. “We kind of put a little onus on ourselves. Let’s try and be 
dangerous when we can and contribute. Everyone has it in their game 
and it really means a lot to the forwards when we’re able to contribute. 
Good things happen. So it’s been nice to see this stretch wehre 
everyone’s getting involved and scoring big goals.” 

Linus Ullmark (17 saves) improved his record to 25-2-1 and became the 
goalie who has needed the fewest decisions to reach 25 wins in NHL 
history. With the B’s playing most of the game in the offensive zone, the 
most difficulty Ullmark had came in the third period when he lost  a skate 
blade and had to survive a few hairy minutes before his teammates could 
get a stoppage in play and he could go to the bench for repairs. Jeremy 
Swayman had to step in for him and made one save on Matt Nieto on a 
partial breakaway before handing the baton back to Ullmark to finish the 
clean sheet. 

“It was weird and I had no real thought process on what I needed to do,” 
said Ullmark, who was left basically helpless on the ice without a blade.”I 
was just happy that they didn’t shoot.” 

Ullmark did stay more calm than Tuukka Rask did when the same thing 
happened to him on the playoffs in Tampa Bay a few years ago. 

“Tuukka, if I remember right, he launched the skate blade, which is an all-
timer. You can put that on Tuuk’s highlight reel,” said McAvoy. 

It was the B’s last game at the Garden until they play the Washington 
Capitals on Feb. 11, and they made sure their fans were left with fond 
thoughts of them. 

The game started oddly, with Brandon Carlo and Timo Meier deciding 
they didn’t like each other on the first shift of the game. The two dropped 
the gloves with Meier eventually wrestling the lanky Carlo to the ice. It 
was the Sharks’ highlight of the evening. 

After that, the B’s appeared ready to gut the drowning Sharks like 
everyone expected them to in the first period when they skated circles 
around them – quite literally. 

The B’s took a 1-0 lead on Lindholm’s sixth of the year. Brad Marchand 
got the play started when he took not one but two tours around the San 
Jose zone before finally dropping it back to Lindholm at the left point. The 
defenseman walked the blue line to his right before throwing a move that 
left Shark Michael Eyssimont in his ice chips out high in the zone. 
Creating a clear shot from the inside hash marks, Lindholm buried it over 
James Reimer’s blocker for the 1-0 lead at 7:16. It was the sixth goal 
scored by a Bruin defenseman in the past five games. 

McAvoy did his best to steal Lindholm’s thunder in the second. 

On a 4-on-4, David Pastrnak dropped a pass for McAvoy at the Boston 
blue line and simply got out of his way. McAvoy hit the San Jose zone 
with speed, played the puck through Meier, took advantage of some 
defensive indifference from Mario Ferraro and beat Reimer with a pretty 
backhand-forehand move for his fourth of the year at 4:08. 

“Nah, I wasn’t trying to one-up (Lindholm),” said McAvoy with a laugh. 
“He had a sick goal and he’s a really special player. I got kind of lucky 
when it bounced back to me. But it all worked out. That was a fun one.” 
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The 3-0 lead was gained the old fashioned way. The fourth line, which 
had been perhaps the B’s best line to that point, won puck after puck on 
the cycle before Nick Foligno eventually deflected home a Lindholm shot 
at 7:46 for his seventh of the season. Joona Koppanen, who looked like 
he was determined to hold down the 4C spot while Tomas Nosek is out 
with a broken foot, picked up the secondary helper for his first NHL point. 

Pastrnak added his team-high 36th goal at 2:40 of the third on the power 
play and the only thing left to accomplish was securing the shutout. They 
did so in unconventional fashion but, as usual, the B’s attained their goal. 
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Bruins notebook: Jeremy Swayman’s puck-handling vastly improved 

 

Steve Conroy 

 

When Jeremy Swayman made it at as a full-time NHLer at the age of 23 
last year, it stood to reason he would have some hard lessons to learn. 
But if there was one aspect of his game that could have been considered 
a genuine a concern, it was his puck-handling ability. 

Halfway through his second season, it appears Swayman is a quick 
study. 

His puck-handling is vastly improved from where it was a year ago and, 
along with Linus Ullmark’s abilities with the puck, has been a big part of 
the Bruins’ overall process of getting back on the attack. 

“It’s huge,” said coach Jim Montgomery. “In reviewing last year, I thought 
goalie handles could improve, not necessarily because it was the goalies 
but it’s a team part of our game that we wanted to be cleaner. It wasn’t 
really clean… I think we’ve gotten a lot better at it here. I think (goalie 
coach Bob Essensa) has done a great job with the goalies. (Ullmark) is 
really good and he’s comfortable getting it. And Swayman wasn’t and 
he’s getting there. I thought last game against the Rangers was the best 
he’s handled the puck all year. When you do handle the puck well with 
the goalie, you usually get one or two forecheckers trapped, which can 
lead to really good exits and speed at the opposition’s blue line. And I 
think that all five guys on the ice are connected with the goalie now, 
which is an area we’ve improved upon.” 

When the subject was brought up, Swayman’s eyes lit up. He’s clearly 
proud of the strides he’s made from last year. 

“We work on it a lot in practice. Our D corps is super good about 
communicating and it makes my job easier. It’s jut getting it on and off my 
stick as crisp as possible,” said Swayman. 

“It’s just feeling the puck, getting out there early and getting puck 
touches. Vision’s a big thing, too, reading the other team’s forecheck and 
reading where they’re going to be and to know what to do with the puck 
when you don’t have play or there’s no communication. And just having 
confidence with it.” 

While a lot of the work has been on-ice repetition, Montgomery said 
there’s an off-ice component to it as well. 

“A lot of it is communication, but a lot of it is video review, too,” said 
Montgomery. “The least amount of time the puck is on the goalie’s stick, 
the quicker we can get out of our own end and the quicker we can catch 
people in between. That’s what we’ve been focusing on. I think Linus has 
the ability to hold the puck and bypass the forecheck. I don’t think Sway’s 
there yet, but that will come with time.” 

If the strides he’s made so far are any indication, Swayman will get there. 
Being a student of the game and having a healthy perspective of where 
he is in his career appear to be strengths of the young netminder. 

“Again, you can’t buy experience,” said Swayman. “You just have to go 
through it. It’s been really good being able to get more puck touches and 
having guys trust me with the puck and trusting myself with the puck. I’ve 
always had the confidence. Don’t get me wrong. But you want to get 
better and better at it. As soon as you think you’re the best at it, you’re 
going to get humbled pretty quick.” 

Swayman had a rather high profile learning moment this year, too. In a 
Dec. 9 game in Arizona, the clock was ticking down in the tie game when 
a dribbler rolled toward his net. It crossed the goal line, hit the side of the 
net and should have been called an icing to give the B’s an offensive 
zone draw with about 15 seconds left. But the linesman blew the call, 
waving off the icing. The Coyotes gained control and scored the game-
winner with little time left on the clock. 

While it was a blown call – these things happen – Swayman said he’d 
play it differently. 

“Looking back on it, I’m not going to have a doubt. I’m going to play a 
puck that is going to be a questionable call because I’m not going to put 
myself in that position again,” said Swayman. “So I’m thankful for that 
experience and I’m thankful it wasn’t in a bigger game or a bigger 
situation. I’m going to remember that stuff for the rest of my career. 
That’s important. I’m thankful for that.” … 

Carlo cleared 

Brandon Carlo was given the go-ahead to play on Sunday after having to 
leave Thursday’s game after blocking a shot. Instead of a broken bone, it 
turned out to be nerve issue. 

“When I was coming off the ice, the pain was very similar to what it was 
like when I did break my ankle a couple of years ago,” said Carlo. 
“Thankfully, the x-rays came back and everything was good. It must have 
hit some sort of nerve because it was similar to that feeling. But I woke 
up the next morning, did the right things, keeping the ice on it and all 
those things has helped a bit with the inflammation. It’s still pretty painful 
in the boot but I definitely feel capable of skating and doing my job.” … 

Road awaits 

Causeway Street will see little of the B’s for a while. After Sunday’s 
Garden game against San Jose, the B’s next play at home on Feb. 11 
against Washington and they have just three home games between now 
and the end of February. They’ll hit the road with a nine-game road point 
streak (8-0-1). 
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NHL rumors: Latest asking price for potential Bo Horvat trade revealed 

 

Nick Goss 

 

The rumor mill is starting to heat up with the March 3 NHL trade deadline 
less than six weeks away, and the name garnering most of the attention 
is Vancouver Canucks center Bo Horvat. 

The Canucks captain is an unrestricted free agent at the end of the 2022-
23 season and hasn't signed an extension with Vancouver. A trade would 
be the smart move for the Canucks if the two sides are unable to reach 
an agreement on a new deal. 

What are the Canucks seeking in return for Horvat? 

Sportsnet's Jeff Marek reported Saturday night on the "Hockey Night in 
Canada" broadcast that the Canucks want "three players, including a top 
prospect."  
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"There was a lot of talk about this in the last 24 to 48 hours," Sportsnet's 
Elliotte Friedman added. "I think the reason is -- I'm getting the 
impression that Vancouver is separating the teams that are willing to 
consider that or continue down that level of conversation from the teams 
that won't. I think that's what's kinda been going on here. Vancouver is 
figuring out who is really serious. I don't believe there's anything 
imminent at this time, but I do think the Canucks know who's in the game 
and who isn't." 

Bruins GM Don Sweeney gives early thoughts on trade deadline 
approach 

The Boston Bruins are one team that could be active at the trade 
deadline. They have a league-best 36-5-4 record entering Sunday. Don 
Sweeney has pulled off at least one pre-trade deadline deal in every 
season since he took over as Bruins general manager in the summer of 
2015. 

Even though center is not Boston's top need entering the deadline, it is a 
long-term positional weakness given the ages of Patrice Bergeron and 
David Krejci and the lack of elite prospects in the system. Therefore, 
acquiring a player like Horvat and signing him to a long-term extension 
wouldn't be a bad move for the B's.  

Actually making the deal could be difficult, though. The Bruins are tight 
against the salary cap and still haven't worked out a long-term extension 
with superstar right wing David Pastrnak. They also don't have the same 
quality of trade assets that many other contenders have to offer. 

Report: Bruins called Canucks about Luke Schenn's availability 

The Bruins' top prospects are right wing Fabian Lysell and defenseman 
Mason Lohrei. Lysell has tallied 21 points (eight goals, 13 assists) in 25 
games during his first season with the AHL's Providence Bruins. Lohrei 
has posted 20 points (one goal, 19 assists) in 26 games for Ohio State. 
Lysell has top-six potential in the NHL and Lohrei has the abilities to be a 
solid top-four defenseman.  

The Canucks reportedly are looking for a young center in a potential 
Horvat deal. As we've noted before, the Bruins don't have a young center 
with top-six potential on their NHL roster. Brett Harrison, a 2021 third-
round selection, has starred in the OHL this season with 48 points in 35 
games. Matthew Poitras, a 2022 second-round pick, has posted 49 
points in 37 games in the OHL. These two center prospects have exciting 
potential, but neither player is close to making a real impact at the NHL 
level right now. 

Horvat is in the middle of a career year. He has tallied 49 points in 46 
games, and his 30 goals scored are just one behind his career high set 
last season. Which team will step up and land him before the trade 
deadline? It's one of the main NHL storylines to watch over the next 
month or so. 
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Talking Points: Boston Bruins D-Men Put On A Show In Win 

 

Joe Haggerty 

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 4-0 win 
over the San Jose Sharks at TD Garden on Sunday night at TD Garden. 

GOLD STAR: Charlie McAvoy hasn’t always been his explosive self this 
season while coming back from summer shoulder surgery, but the 
Boston Bruins defenseman was putting on a show against the Sharks. 
McAvoy dangled through the Sharks defense to score Boston’s second 
goal on a breathtaking move that ended with him completely faking out 
the Sharks goalie at the net. 

CHARLIE MCAVOY BE FOR REAL RIGHT NOW!   

 : @Sportsnet   https://t.co/uEVY6yXLpz #NHLonSN 
pic.twitter.com/BkeWBjeS2N 

— NHL (@NHL) January 23, 2023 

McAvoy finished with a goal and two points along with a plus-2 rating 
along with three shot attempts and two hits while playing the physical and 
skill game on the B’s back end. Was it at least partially to put on a show 
for BU alums in Sharks bench boss David Quinn and Sharks general 
manager Mike Grier? We’ll never know, but we do know that McAvoy 
looks like he’s playing his best hockey at this point in the season. 

BLACK EYE: The Sharks obviously aren’t as good as the Boston Bruins, 
but you have to wonder about what they were doing on the penalty kill 
against the Black and Gold. David Pastrnak was continuously getting 
clean, open looks with the puck from the left faceoff circle where he 
always does his damage. It happened throughout the night and most 
noticeably in a second period sequence where several times he narrowly 
missed scoring or setting up a goal. That led to Pastrnak finally firing one 
home from that spot in the third period after the Sharks had a whole 
intermission to talk about. That’s pretty poor all around. 

TURNING POINT: The statement made by Brandon Carlo early in the 
game when he dropped the gloves with Timo Meier let the Sharks know 
that the B’s weren’t about to take the Sharks lightly. It’s exactly the kind 
of messaging that a team like the B’s should be throwing out there 
against teams hoping to catch the Boston Bruins napping on home ice, 
which they absolutely are not anymore if they ever were at all around the 
holiday season in December. 

Timo Meier and Brandon Carlo drop the gloves just 27 seconds into the 
game. pic.twitter.com/gHKbBK9wKc 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) January 23, 2023 

HONORABLE MENTION: If you talk about Charlie McAvoy and his goal, 
you absolutely have to do the same about Hampus Lindholm opening up 
the game with a slick stick move and score to get things going. Lindholm 
finished with a goal and two points along with a plus-2 rating in a game-
high 23:35 of ice time and had a shot on net, two hits, two takeaways and 
two blocked shots in an excellent all-around game. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 1 – the first NHL point for young Finnish center 
Joona Koppanen on Nick Foligno’s second period goal that pushed the 
B’s to a three-goal lead. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “I thought they were a little flat-footed and I had some 
speed, so I was just going to try and wiggle through there and it all 
worked out.” –Charlie McAvoy on his highlight reel second period goal 
that really took the starch out of the Sharks. 
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Carlo Cleared To Play For Boston Bruins After Injury Scare 

 

Joe Haggerty 

 

The Boston Bruins got some good news on the injury front on Sunday as 
defenseman Brandon Carlo has been cleared to play for Sunday night’s 
game against the San Jose Sharks. 

The 26-year-old Carlo has hit in the left foot by a Mika Zibanejad blast in 
Thursday night’s win over the New York Rangers and had to exit the 
game, but X-rays came back negative after Carlo feared the injury was 
similar to a broken bone a couple of years ago. Instead, Carlo was able 
to practice on Saturday and will be right back in the lineup against the 
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Sharks at TD Garden as it’s the forward group weathering depth 
challenges with the loss of fourth line center Tomas Nosek. 

“When I was coming off the ice, the pain was very similar to what it was 
like when I did break my ankle a couple of years ago,” said Carlo, who 
has missed just four games in what’s been a largely healthy season for 
the Black and Gold. “And thankfully, the X-rays came back and showed 
that everything was good. 

“It must have hit some sort of nerve or something like that because it was 
similar to that [broken bone] feeling. But waking up the next morning and 
keeping the ice on it has helped with the inflammation. It’s still pretty 
painful in the boot, but I feel fully capable of skating and being able to do 
my job. So hopefully tonight [against San Jose] will be a fun one.” 

The scare with Carlo does bring to light the recent interest in trading for 
hardnosed veteran D-man Luke Schenn, who would be a fantastic right-
shot option should injuries hit players like Carlo and Charlie McAvoy on 
the defense’s right side during the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The expectation is that 6-foot-5 Finnish center Joona Koppanen will 
replace Nosek and be centering Nick Foligno and AJ Greer on the 
Boston Bruins fourth line as they look to make it five wins in a row 
against a Sharks team that is 3-5-2 in their last 10 games. Here’s the 
projected Boston Bruins lineup vs. the Sharks based on Sunday’s 
morning skate: 

Marchand-Bergeron-Smith 

Zacha-Krejci-Pastrnak 

Hall-Coyle-Frederic 

Foligno-Koppanen-Greer 

Grzelcyk-McAvoy 

Lindholm-Carlo 

Forbort-Clifton 

Ullmark 
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Game 46: Boston Bruins vs San Jose Sharks, Preview 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Preview: 

Boston Bruins (36-5-4, 76 pts) vs San Jose Sharks (14-24-9, 37 pts) 

TIME: 7:00 P.M. ET 

TV: NESN, NBCSCA, TVAS, SN 

Radio: 98.5 The Sports Hub 

Here’s the Barstool Sportsbook Betting lines. Don’t forget to Click here 
for the NHN Barstool Sportsbook Promo! 

Money Line: Bruins (-360), Sharks (+275) 

Puck Line: Bruins -1.5 (-141), Islanders +1.5 (+117) 

Over/Under: OVER 6 (-120), UNDER 6 (+100) 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-It’s been a dose of good and bad news on the injury front for the Boston 
Bruins this weekend. On Saturday morning, the Bruins announced that 
center Tomas Nosek had suffered a displaced fracture in his left foot and 

will likely be out for about a month. On Sunday though, the Bruins found 
out that defenseman Brandon Carlo will be OK after blocking a shot on 
Thursday night and will be in the lineup tonight. 

–David Pastrnak is headed to his third All-Star game. The Bruins star 
winger leads the Bruins in goals with 35 lamplighters and is tied for the 
team lead in assists with Brad Marchand, as each have 28 helpers. 

-Goalie Linus Ullmark is expected to get the nod between the pipes for 
the Bruins. Ullmark is an astonishing 24-2-1 with a league-leading 1.88 
GAA and .937 save percentage. 

San Jose Sharks Notes 

-Timo Meier leads the San Jose Sharks in goals with 27 lamplighters, 
and Erik Karlsson leads in assists (47) and points with 62. 

-Old friend James Reimer will get the nod between the pipes tonight for 
the Sharks. Reimer is 8-13-4 with a 3.23 GAA and .897 save percentage. 

-With the San Jose Sharks in the Connor Bedard sweepstakes and 
swirling at the bottom of the standings, plenty of NHL trade rumors have 
been circling the team. The biggest name from the Sharks has obviously 
been defenseman Erik Karlsson but don’t sleep on a potential Timo 
Meier trade. The Sharks have given interested NHL trade suitors for 
Meier permission to seek an extension, which will help pave the way to a 
potential trade. 

Boston Bruins Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-Craig Smith 

Pavel Zacha-David Krejci-David Pastrnak 

Taylor Hall-Charlie Coyle-Trent Frederic 

Nick Foligno-Joona Koppanen-AJ Greer 

Defense: 

Matt Grzelcyk-Charlie McAvoy 

Hampus Lindholm-Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort-Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Linus Ullmark 

Jeremy Swayman 

San Jose Sharks Lineup: 

Forwards 

Timo Meier-Tomas Hertl-Michael Eyssimont 

Matt Nieto-Logan Couture-Alexander Barabanov 

Nick Bonino-Nico Sturm-Noah Gregor 

Oskar Lindblom-Steven Lorentz-Jonah Gadjovich 

Defense 

Jaycob Megna-Erik Karlsson 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic-Matt Benning 

Mario Ferraro-Nick Cicek 

Goalies 

James Reimer 

Kaapo Kahkonen 
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Bruins’ Charlie McAvoy is back to his dynamic offensive self 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

BOSTON — Sunday was Charlie McAvoy’s 33rd game. It is 13 fewer 
than Charlie Coyle, Nick Foligno, Pavel Zacha, Hampus Lindholm, 
Patrice Bergeron, Taylor Hall, Connor Clifton and David Pastrnak, the 
eight players who have dressed for every game this season. 

That disparity, plus the absence of training camp, explains why McAvoy’s 
high-end touch may not have reached the threshold he’s used to 
touching. 

That may have changed. 

McAvoy had a goal and an assist in the Bruins’ 4-0 win over the Sharks. 
They were not just any goal and assist. They were electric plays, 
particularly the full-speed dangle McAvoy executed to dance around 
Timo Meier and beat James Reimer in the second period. 

After receiving the puck from Pastrnak in center ice, McAvoy rapidly 
accelerated. As Meier approached, McAvoy flipped a self-pass through 
the San Jose forward and back onto his blade. Following a quick pull to 
his forehand, McAvoy dunked the puck past Reimer for his fourth and 
most sparkling goal of 2022-23. 

“It felt good,” McAvoy said. “I got a little lucky. It ended up going off my 
shin pad back to me. I thought they were kind of flat-footed. I had some 
speed. So I just tried to wiggle through there. It all worked out.” 

In the third period, McAvoy came through on the power play. He ran 
down the right-side wall to retrieve a puck. McAvoy had safe plays 
available: a dish down to Brad Marchand and a pass up to Bergeron. But 
when he took his first look after settling the puck, McAvoy saw Pastrnak 
on the other side of the ice.  

The defenseman snapped a fast-moving pass through San Jose’s PK 
box onto Pastrnak’s stick. It was too easy for Pastrnak to one-time the 
puck past Reimer. 

The plays signaled how close McAvoy is to his offensive ceiling, if he 
hasn’t already reached it. As expected, the buildup took a while. 
Shoulder surgery took training camp off the table for McAvoy. Although 
he accelerated his return, he did not play his first game until Nov. 10. He 
did not come back at 100 percent. Parts of his game were not at full 
strength, from his conditioning to his timing to his confidence. 

It’s different now.  

“He was about three weeks or a month behind Marshy coming back,” 
coach Jim Montgomery said. “Marshy seemed to get it back right after 
Christmas. You look at the timeline, he’s just now getting his skating 
shape, his confidence. Everything’s rounding into form. We’re starting to 
see the dynamic McAvoy we’ve seen for years.” 

As Montgomery noted, it started with McAvoy’s legs. They are back to full 
strength. He is skating with precision and power now, able to get to his 
spots whenever he wants.  

Now that his feet are flying, his hands and vision have followed. McAvoy 
feels it. 

“I feel like I’m really getting there,” McAvoy said. “A little bit of coming 
back and trying to find it. I feel like I’ve been around and into it. That’s 
everything. That’s legs, that’s confidence, that’s brain. It’s all of it. It’s nice 
to feel like yourself out there and feel like you can contribute when the 
team needs you.” 

On other rosters, McAvoy might have felt the urge to rush his comeback. 
That has not been the case with the Bruins. He has been patient with the 
rebuilding process, not just because of the team’s bullrush through the 
league, but also with how the rest of the blue line has carried the day. 

“When you’re winning, it’s certainly a lot easier to have patience with 
yourself to find it,” McAvoy said. “That’s really a testament to our team as 
a whole.” 

 

Lindholm has been front and center in that process. When McAvoy was 
unavailable, the ex-Duck served as the lead dog. There has been little 
drop-off since the start. Montgomery has leaned on Lindholm in every 
situation. The defenseman has responded. 

In Sunday’s first period, Lindholm walked the blue line, then walked 
Michael Eyssimont. Lindholm stamped an exclamation point on the 
sequence by snapping in a high-blocker riser. 

“All I know is it’s great to have elite D corps like we do, led by Lindholm 
and McAvoy, who scored two unbelievable goals to get us going,” 
Montgomery said. “I thought they led us tonight with our intensity and our 
puck-possession game.” 

Montgomery’s advantage is practically unfair. He has two ace 
defensemen who can do everything with physicality and skill. They also 
play different sides, which allows Montgomery to run both on separate 
pairs. It is not easy to play two-thirds of a game against No. 1 
defensemen. 

“You show up for work every night and you really feel like you can win 
every night,” McAvoy said. “I think everybody just brings out the best in 
each other. It’s something you just want to savor, right? Because it’s 
something really special we’ve got going here.” 
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Weekend NHL rankings: The Bruce Boudreau debacle gets a pathetic 
final chapter 

 

Sean McIndoe 

14-17 minutes 23/01/2023 

 

No bonus top five this week because I’m cranky. Instead, I’m going to 
ask you to let me vent for a bit. 

I’m a bit of an NHL history buff. You may have picked up on that based 
on roughly half the columns I post here. I also wrote a book on the 
subject. I’m not an expert, but I feel like I know my stuff. 

I’ve never seen anything like this Bruce Boudreau story. 

Never. And I lived through the era of Harold Ballard, an owner so mean 
and awful that he once asked Roger Neilson to wear a paper bag over 
his head. Neilson told him to get stuffed, and Ballard backed down 
because even the worst of the worst are still capable of realizing when 
they’ve gone too far. 

The Canucks went too far. Way too far. Their treatment of Boudreau over 
the last few months went from comical to bizarre to outright cruel, which 
is where it’s been for weeks now. Yesterday’s announcement of the 
inevitable was just one last act in a bad farce. The way this was handled 
makes Gerard Gallant’s infamous taxi look like a stretch limo. 

Look, coaches get fired. It’s never pleasant, but it happens, to almost 
everyone, and it’s part of the game. You could absolutely make the case 
that Boudreau deserved a pink slip based on how this season went, or at 
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least that the coach taking the fall for a flawed roster would be the 
standard operating procedure in plenty of places around the league. 
That’s fine. Maybe Rick Tocchet will be the better fit. 

But there’s no reason to do it like this. None. We’ve known the coaching 
change was coming. We knew who’d be replacing him. The exact date it 
would happen leaked out a while ago. And yet the team still sent 
Boudreau out there, night after night, as dead coach walking. Just fire 
him! If Tocchet can’t take the job right away because of TV commitments 
or whatever, then let Mike Yeo run the bench for a few games on an 
interim basis. There’s no reason to let a respected coach with over 600 
career wins who almost saved your season last year twist in the wind like 
this. No reason to have Jim Rutherford periodically show up to kick him 
when he’s down. No reason to send him out there for what everyone 
knew would be his final games, then watch him have to clarify to the 
media that he hadn’t actually been fired yet. 

If there’s a positive in any of this, it’s that the last part at least allowed 
Vancouver fans to step up to the plate. Their final Bruce chant, and 
Boudreau’s reaction to it, was a genuinely touching moment, even if it 
should have never happened. 

Vancouver sends Bruce Boudreau off the ice with “Bruce there it is” 
chants. 

Seriously, what does the Canucks’ organization gain from this? Possibly 
a coaching upgrade, although that remains to be seen. Beyond that, it’s 
hard to imagine the purpose behind all of this. Maybe there’s some 
behind-the-scenes grudge. Maybe Rutherford, or ownership, or (tries to 
remember the name of that GM who hasn’t been seen in months) Patrik 
Allvin genuinely hates the guy. Maybe they thought their weird excuses 
and quasi-apologies would actually land. Maybe they’re in the 
increasingly large group these days that mistakes cruelty and pettiness 
for bold leadership. I have no idea. 

What I do know is that the Canucks look awful in all of this. Drance gets 
into some of the bigger picture stuff here, and he nails it in one key 
sentence: “the way an organization treats people matters”. The fans are 
ticked off. The Province reported that the players are too, and this could 
impact the Canucks ability to resign key pieces or attract free agents. 
And around the hockey world, all anyone can do is shake their heads and 
wonder how it came to this. 

I thought the #Canucks hit rock bottom about 13 months ago when they 
cleared the front office and coaching staff out. Hard to believe they've 
already found a way to sink even lower 

I understand the NHL is a business and they don’t owe us anything but at 
the same time I think Bruce has earned the respect. 

I can honestly say that, in my 15 yrs covering the NHL, I have never seen 
anything like this Bruce Boudreau fiasco. I have no clue how any 
organization—even one as apparently as dysfunctional as the Canucks—
could operate this way. The cruelty of it aside, it’s just so ridiculous. 

And if that’s not enough, this guy is ready to put someone through a 
table. 

I’ve never met Boudreau, and I’m not going to pretend I know he’s some 
great guy based on his public persona. But the mere fact that he has a 
public persona is worth something, especially in a league where all we 
see most coaches do is stare at iPads after goals, grunt out dismissive 
non-answers at press conferences, and bag skate their teams after 5-4 
wins. Boudreau always seemed like he enjoyed his job, and understood 
that he was in the entertainment business. He even seemed to be, dare 
we say it, having fun. 

Maybe that’s why he had to be publicly humiliated and cast aside. Maybe 
it’s something else. Maybe it’s no reason at all, other than Rutherford or 
whoever realized that they could. 

Good luck to Rick Tocchet. Hell of an organization you’re stepping into 
there, coach. 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

By the way, hope everyone enjoyed weekend number three of at some 
point going “Wait, is the All-Star Game happening today?” The original 
rosters were announced four months ago, and the voting went on for 
seven weeks, I think they announced the winners recently but I saw 
Stuart Skinner on the list so it may have just been a meme, and it turns 
out it wasn’t this weekend after all. Will it be next weekend? Nobody 
knows, tune in to find out. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs (28-11-8, +34 true goals differential*) — After last 
week’s dramatic handwringing over dropping the Avalanche out of the 
top five, I’ll admit it was tempting to quietly slip them right back in as if 
nothing had happened. Instead, we’ll reluctantly go back to the Leafs, 
who collected five of six points this week despite rarely looking especially 
impressive. 

4. New Jersey Devils (30-12-4, +40) — Well, look who’s back. After a 
three-week absence, the Devils return to the top five. Yesterday’s win 
over the Penguins left them with the third-best points percentage in the 
league, which helps dispel any lingering notions that they’d settled into 
mediocrity after that long stretch of early season dominance. And I have 
to say, this Timo Meier talk is making some sense to me. 

3. Dallas Stars (28-13-7, +44) — It was the week of the 4-0 win, as they 
racked up three of them. That’s more than enough to move them back 
into the Central’s spot after the Jets slipped past them last week. They’ve 
started an eight-game homestand that will include visits by Carolina, New 
Jersey, Tampa and Boston, so we’ll get a good sense of how they can 
handle the league’s big kids. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (29-8-8, +26) — Absolutely devastating news on 
the Max Pacioretty injury. Awful for the player, who’d worked so hard to 
get back and now faces an uncertain future. Awful for a team that had 
paired creativity with patience in the hopes of adding a legitimate scoring 
threat. Just a genuinely miserable moment. 

1. Boston Bruins (37-5-4, +82) — They won all four games this week, but 
gave up two goals in the process. Unacceptable, really, here’s hoping 
they can get themselves out of his tailspin. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Pittsburgh Penguins — It’s time to check in with our quasi-
monthly feature called “Do the Penguins make any damn sense yet?” 

This week’s answer: Nope. 

The good news is that they’ve steadied things a bit since snapping a six-
game losing streak, winning four of their last eight and earning loser 
points in two more. But those four wins have come against the Coyotes, 
Canucks, Ducks (barely) and Senators, so it’s hard to declare the team is 
fixed. They looked completely off in Ottawa on Wednesday. The blue line 
badly misses Kris Letang, now on the LTIR, and the goaltending wasn’t 
great during three weeks without Tristan Jarry. They really haven’t looked 
especially dangerous since before the holiday break. That’s bad. 

But Jarry is back now, starting Friday’s win over the Senators and looking 
fantastic, making 44 saves in a 4-1 win. Jeff Petry is back too, which 
should help the blue line. And despite all the negatives, the Penguins are 
still holding down a wild-card spot, ahead of the struggling Islanders, the 
intriguing Sabres and the suddenly feisty Panthers. That’s … well, I’m not 
sure holding down a wild-card spot is good, but it’s not terrible as far as 
worst-case scenarios go. 

It’s not all that hard to look at this team as a talented group that hit a 
patch of tough injury news, weathered it, and is now well-positioned to 
lock down a playoff spot in the second half. The Crosby/Malkin duo is still 
dangerous, and Letang should be back at some point. If you believe in 
Mike Sullivan, you have to figure that he’ll get the penalties under control 
and maybe get the powerplay working again. (Jesse Marshall has some 
interesting thoughts on that here.) And while it feels unlikely, maybe Ron 
Hextall does … something? Stranger things have happened. 
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Of course, you could also go down Josh’s recent checklist and note that 
many of those problems can’t be fixed in the short term. They’re not 
going to get younger, faster, or bigger. Maybe Sullivan can get them to 
improve the defensive coverage issues, but they’ve had half a season to 
do that. Yes, they can probably make the playoffs despite all that, but is 
anyone going to pick them to beat Boston or Carolina? They didn’t bring 
the core back so they could serve as a first-round warmup for a real 
contender. And right now, that sure seems like where they’re headed. 

They’ve got those Panthers tomorrow, which should be a fun one. Will it 
provide any clarity on where this team is headed? No, because we’ll 
never get that until the season is over. Right now, it sure feels like we 
can pencil that in for roughly five games into the postseason. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

Hockey parents are the absolute best. 

5. Montreal Canadiens (20-24-3, -50) — The standings don’t think they’re 
this bad, but we’re predicting the future here, and the Habs have become 
the first team to hit the “everyone that’s hurt gets shut down for the year” 
mark. 

That’s a crucial milestone for a tanking team — I say this from personal 
experience — and it works. As an added bonus, the players who get shut 
down have a chance to fully recover in time for next year. You need Cole 
Caufield’s shoulder to be ready for opening night because all those 
Connor Bedard-assisted goals aren’t going to celebrate themselves. 

4. Columbus Blue Jackets (14-30-2, -61) — Pulling off the impossible by 
losing to the Ducks in regulation was big, but they couldn’t keep the 
momentum going with a disappointing win over the Sharks. The good 
news is that the next 10 games are rough, so even in a crowded field of 
four absolutely terrible teams, they can still take this. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (13-29-5, -87) — Well, at least Trevor Zegras is 
staying upbeat. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (15-27-5, -47) — Last night’s upset win over the 
Golden Knights was their first non-shootout victory since the final days of 
2022 when they beat (checks notes) the Leafs and Avalanche. Sure, why 
not, hockey makes sense. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (14-27-4, -53) — They’d won six of seven before 
last night’s loss to the Kings, the sort of stretch that threatens to tank a 
tank just a few weeks after they looked like they had last place in the 
bag. 

I’m keeping them in the number one spot for now because they still have 
the Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews trades to navigate. In terms of 
being bad, I still think they have another level. But the last few weeks 
have hurt, and this is a race again. 

Not ranked: San Jose Sharks — They slip out of the bottom five this 
week, but need a mention because it’s starting to feel like an Erik 
Karlsson trade could actually happen. He talked to Pierre about the 
situation this week, and his comments are worth a read. He certainly 
doesn’t sound like a guy who wants out of San Jose. But he also doesn’t 
sound like a guy who’s completely shut the door on the idea. 

That’s crucial here, obviously, because Karlsson has a full no-move and 
controls his future. Remember, he has four years left on his deal and 
wouldn’t be a rental, so this isn’t a situation where somebody is only 
committing to go chase a Cup for a few months at most. If he moves, it’s 
for the foreseeable future, so he has every right to be picky. 

Still, he says he wants to win, and right now the Sharks can’t offer that. 
And while his massive contract would have made any trade scenario feel 
unworkable heading into this season, Karlsson’s monster season might 
be changing that. I’ll emphasize that “might” because we’ve never seen a 
contract like this get traded in the cap era, let alone at midseason. Still, 

we’re told that teams are calling. And if they are, Mike Grier should 
absolutely be answering. (Mike, you got my note, right?) 

Fans of deadline blockbusters shouldn’t be getting our hopes up quite 
yet; we’re already seeing caveats about how a deal might be easier in 
the offseason. I don’t see how that makes sense since you’d think you 
only even consider adding this contract if you know you’re getting a 
playoff run from its best season. The most likely outcome here is still that 
everyone hems and haws and eventually talks themselves out of doing 
anything bold. 

But that doesn’t feel like a sure thing anymore, and that’s intriguing, to 
say the least. Karlsson is one of the best defensemen of his era, and he’s 
in the middle of what could be a career year. If he actually switched 
teams, it could change the entire dynamic heading into the playoffs. I 
don’t think it happens, but let’s see if anyone out there proves me wrong. 
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NHL99: Joe Sakic remains a ‘king’ in Denver, Quebec City and all over 
the NHL map 

 

Peter Baugh 

10-13 minutes 23/01/2023 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

The disdain between the Avalanche and Red Wings wasn’t the first 
rivalry in which Joe Sakic found himself. He started his NHL career in 
Quebec City with the Nordiques, the less-successful team in the heated 
Battle of Quebec. Over an 11-year span, the Nordiques and Montreal 
Canadiens played each other five times in the playoffs, including once in 
Sakic’s playing career. A few years before Sakic entered the NHL, a 
postseason game between the two ended with 11 ejections. There was 
vitriol between the two clubs. Hatred. 

And yet, when Sakic — the final captain of the Nordiques before their 
move to Colorado — was introduced at the 2022 NHL Draft in Montreal, 
he heard nothing but cheers. As he walked to the stage to accept the Jim 
Gregory Memorial General Manager of the Year Award, fans in red 
Canadiens jerseys got to their feet to applaud. The noise in the Bell 
Centre swelled as he began to speak. 

That’s the reception you get as one of the most loved figures in the sport. 

“Merci beaucoup,” he said, dusting off some of the French he learned 
while with the Nordiques. 

Sakic is not only one of the best hockey players of all time, slotting in at 
No. 13 in The Athletic’s list of greatest modern-day NHLers. He’s also 
one of the most universally respected. Fans in Quebec City adore him 
nearly three decades after the Nordiques left town. Canadiens supporters 
still cheer for him. He even had respect from the Red Wings. Mike Ricci, 
who played with Sakic in both Quebec City and Denver, remembers that 
Sakic and Detroit captain Steve Yzerman were “pretty much left alone” 
during the rivalry. Even opponents held them in high esteem. 

“You respect the other team’s king,” says Darren McCarty, who was with 
Detroit at the height of the rivalry. “We all loved Joe Sakic. We all thought 
he was amazing.” 

“The rest of us, they loved to hate,” Ricci adds. 
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And of course, there are the people in Denver, where Sakic has a sterling 
reputation. He won the Conn Smythe Trophy for playoff MVP in 1996, the 
team’s first year in Colorado. He captained the team to a pair of Stanley 
Cup wins, won a Hart Trophy, a Lady Byng Trophy and finished his 
career with 1,641 points. His success — paired with that of his team — 
helped the fan base take off. Then, 13 years after his playing career 
ended, he led the Avalanche to another Stanley Cup as the team’s 
general manager. 

He’s the face of the sport in Colorado, and he has been since the team 
arrived. He ushered in a new era of professional sports. 

“Obviously, John Elway was the guy in Denver at the time and will always 
be the guy in Denver. I know that,” says broadcaster John Kelly, who 
called Avalanche games after the team’s move. “But Joe Sakic, from Day 
1, has certainly (been) the hockey guy in Denver.” 

At first, Ricci wrote off the rumors. He didn’t think the Nordiques would 
actually move. But as the 1994-95 season progressed, the talks started 
to feel more serious. The team was having trouble financially, though not 
due to lack of fan support. 

“Marcel Aubut, the owner, had dinners with us,” Ricci says. “You could 
tell, the way he was talking, it was dire.” 

The chatter proved true. Aubut sold the team to the COMSAT 
Entertainment Group, which also owned the Denver Nuggets. COMSAT 
moved the team to Denver. 

“It was kind of an unsettling time but exciting time,” Curtis Leschyshyn 
says. 

They were leaving a city with a stable, large fan base and heading to a 
place most players didn’t know much about. How would they fit into a 
market with three other major professional sports teams, where the 
NFL’s Denver Broncos were the kings? There was a passionate fan base 
there, but players didn’t know that at the time. 

By the time of the move, Sakic was the face of the Nordiques. For one, 
his performance was exceptional, even when the team was struggling. 
He had three 100-plus point seasons in Quebec City, two of which came 
when the Nordiques won 12 and 16 games. Fans in Quebec are 
knowledgeable about hockey and know how to recognize talent, 
Leschyshyn notes. Sakic clearly had it. 

And then there was the way he carried himself. 

“A captain all the way,” says Quebec City resident Christian Robitaille, 
who grew up rooting for the Nordiques. 

“He was always respectful to the Nordiques fans,” Ricci adds. “He loved 
being there. He loved the fans there. There was never an inkling of him 
wanting out, even when they were bad. He stuck through with that, stuck 
through the bad and turned it into what it is today.” 

Toward the end of the team’s days in Quebec City, the roster started to 
come together. Sakic was a star, and trading Eric Lindros brought the 
Nordiques a bevy of pieces, including Peter Forsberg, who won the 
Calder Trophy in 1994-95. The Nordiques had persevered through their 
awful seasons and made the 1995 playoffs, only to lose in the first round 
to the New York Rangers. 

“That’s what we did in Quebec: We learned how to lose and eventually 
learned what it takes to win,” Leschyshyn says. 

Unfortunately for the Nordiques fans, they never got to see those lessons 
come to fruition. Sakic and the Nordiques were off to Denver, ready to 
take the next step as a Stanley Cup contender. 

Want to know how to win over a new fan base? Start by winning games. 

The Avalanche did just that in their first season. This wasn’t an 
expansion team without top-end talent. This was a club with star power, a 
proven captain in Sakic and, thanks to a midseason blockbuster, a Hall of 
Fame goalie in Patrick Roy. They were, as longtime employee Jean 
Martineau says, ready to explode. 

The Avalanche were young and dynamic — which Martineau, who 
handled the team’s communications in both Quebec City and Colorado, 
felt matched Denver’s energy in the mid-1990s. And though the 
Avalanche were new, the city already had hockey fans. The University of 
Denver is a traditional NCAA power, and the city had an NHL team from 
1976 until 1982, when the Colorado Rockies moved to New Jersey and 
became the Devils. 

The existing fans saw quite a show in the inaugural season. Thanks in 
large part to Sakic’s quick, forceful shot and career-high 120-point 
season, the Avalanche ended the regular season with the league’s 
second-best record. That led to the stage where Sakic became a 
household name around town: the playoffs. 

“Outside of the true hockey fans, the market really started to embrace the 
team during the Stanley Cup run,” says Martineau, now a travel and 
communications advisor. 

The run could’ve been a lot shorter if the second round had gone a little 
differently. In the second round, Colorado trailed 2-1 in the series and 
locked in a triple-overtime Game 4. Early in the third overtime, Ricci 
found himself on the ice with Sakic. He says he often played with more 
skilled players as games got longer. The fast players slowed down, but 
he joked he could stay the same, not-too-fast speed for 20 periods if 
needed. And when he was on the ice in those moments, all he wanted to 
do was get Sakic the puck. 

Ricci got the puck in the offensive zone, then moved it along the boards 
to Alexei Gusarov. Sakic, meanwhile, cut toward the net, where Gusarov 
hit him with a tape-to-tape pass. The captain redirected the feed into the 
net and threw his arms over his head in excitement. 

“That was the biggest goal in the playoffs as far as I’m concerned,” says 
Kelly, who adds it was perhaps the most memorable game he’s 
broadcast because of all the pressure on Colorado. 

“We really didn’t want to go down 3-1,” Sakic said on TSN after the 
game. 

Colorado won the next two games, including a double-overtime Game 6. 
Sakic didn’t get the game winner that night, but he picked up a secondary 
assist on Sandis Ozolinsh’s overtime tally. The Chicago series, in which 
four games went to overtime, was when Martineau saw the buzz around 
Denver extend beyond the hardcore fans. 

“You come in and you win like that, and the first year the people were 
drawn to it,” former defenseman Adam Foote says. 

Sakic’s heroics continued. In the conference finals against Detroit, he 
scored two goals in the decisive Game 6, including the go-ahead tally in 
the second period. Then he led Colorado to a sweep of the Panthers in 
the Stanley Cup Final. After Game 4, NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman 
called him forward to accept the Conn Smythe Trophy for playoff MVP. 
He averaged nearly a goal a game in those playoffs (18 in 22) and set a 
since-broken record of six game-winning goals. 

“He knew how good he was,” Ricci says. “He just didn’t feel the need to 
tell anybody or talk about it.” 

He didn’t need to earn acclaim with the Avalanche. In large part because 
of his heroics, Denver had its first professional championship in any 
sport. He lifted the Stanley Cup over his head, mouth open in a wide grin. 

Sakic’s brilliance continued. He led the Avalanche to another Stanley 
Cup in 2001 and never left the Nordiques/Avalanche franchise. The team 
retired his number, and he went into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2012. 

“He’s been blessed by a lot of natural talent,” Leschyshyn says. “But he’s 
also worked hard at his craft and become very successful. Not by chance 
or dumb luck. He’s earned every accolade he’s ever achieved.” 

During Sakic’s peak, kids emulated his game across Colorado. Anaheim 
Ducks standout Troy Terry, who grew up in Denver, wears No. 19 
because of the Avalanche great. He also remained a fan favorite in 
Quebec, even after the Nordiques moved. Now-NHLers Patrice Bergeron 
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and Jonathan Marchessault, who were originally Nordiques fans, kept up 
with their favorite players — including Sakic — after the team moved. 

During the Denver portion of his career, Sakic kept the reputation he built 
in Quebec City. He wasn’t brash or arrogant; he was simply a world-class 
athlete with his head in the right place. 

“I always say that if people didn’t know anything about hockey and went 
up to talk to him, you’d never know he was a Hall of Famer with three 
Stanley Cup rings and (an) Olympic medal,” Leschyshyn says. “He didn’t 
come across that way.” 

But he had those accolades, too. He’s still the face of hockey in 
Colorado, and that’s not changing anytime soon. 

“He’s in the rafters, man,” Foote says. “It all speaks for itself.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tocchet enters hostile Canucks landscape facing many 
challenges after Boudreau drama 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnet 

January 22, 2023, 11:05 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – In a season of massive disappointment and 
divisiveness, the most remarkable achievement by Vancouver Canucks 
management is turning the coach of an under-achieving, 27th-place team 
into a martyr. 

Bruce Boudreau deserved better. Firing him was entirely logical, but the 
way it was handled seems indefensible. Boudreau didn’t deserve to keep 
his job, but certainly deserved to lose it with dignity. 

Instead, the upsetting optics of the last 10 days – from Elliotte Friedman’s 
initial report about the Canucks’ pursuit of Rick Tocchet, to president Jim 
Rutherford’s public comments last week about contacting potential 
coaching candidates, to the sight of the grandfatherly Boudreau fighting 
back tears on Saturday after the last of his 1,087 National Hockey 
League games as a head coach – have dropped the Vancouver 
organization to its lowest point this century. 

When Boudreau took over from Travis Green less than 14 months ago as 
general manager Jim Benning was swept from power, there was a 
groundswell of support for change. Fans demanded it and players were 
ready for it. 

By the time Canucks general manager Patrik Allvin fired Boudreau on 
Sunday morning to make room for Tocchet behind the bench, many fans 
empathy for Boudreau had turned to anger. 

And the players, most of them in tears after Saturday’s 4-2 loss to the 
Edmonton Oilers, are mentally and emotionally exhausted after playing 
their asses off for Boudreau amid all the debilitating drama of this 
season. 

This is the hostile landscape Tocchet now strides into from TNT’s 
television studio, and that Allvin and Rutherford, in the market only a 
year, are still trying to understand. 

“First and foremost, I mean, that just shows how passionate the fans are 
here in Vancouver,” Allvin said Sunday of the outpouring of love for 
Boudreau the night before. “What a great market. And obviously, Bruce 
made an impression for the fans to like him. But again, this is a decision 
based on results and based on process, and where we are right now 
where we want to move forward here. This is not something we came up 

with last week. This has been on the top of my mind here since I took the 
job.” 

Allvin was hired one year ago this week, about seven weeks after 
Rutherford was signed to replace Benning atop the hockey operations 
pyramid. Hired on Dec. 5, 2021, Boudreau preceded his superiors to 
Vancouver. 

That miscalculation of order by owner Francesco Aquilini, hiring 
Boudreau before finalizing the deal for the coach’s boss, was the 
foundation of the dysfunction that became evident at the end of last 
season when Rutherford first talked publicly about the Canucks’ 
shortcomings and lack of “structure” under Boudreau. 

The coaching staff was rebuilt around Boudreau over the summer, but 
the relationship between him and management looked untenable when 
Rutherford went on Sportsnet 650 radio on Nov. 7, 12 games into the 
season, and repeated his criticisms about team structure while also 
promising to “change the makeup of our defence” and stating the need 
by staff to hold players more accountable. 

The next morning in Ottawa, where the Canucks were about to open a 
five-game road trip, Boudreau told reporters: “It is what it is. You know, 
it's my 47th year in the business. I've seen a lot of things, so I mean, it's 
just another thing added to the book that I'll never write.” 

Boudreau said Saturday that he thought he was getting fired then, but it 
took another 2 ½ months. It will be a helluva book if Boudreau ever writes 
one. 

“I will apologize to Bruce for this,” Rutherford said at Sunday’s press 
conference introducing Tocchet, 58, as the Canucks’ 21st coach. “When 
people asked me a question, I'm probably too direct and too honest. That 
goes back to my comment about the team playing (with) structure. I've 
done that my whole career; I've tried to be honest. And sometimes that 
affects certain people. 

“In this case, it probably did affect him. And I'm sorry I did that. And I've 
learned from it. So I've decided that I need to zip it; I'm going to let Patrik 
and Rick Tocchet talk about the team and just stay away from those 
things. But unfortunately, it turned out the way it did. Nobody takes great 
pride in this. I've known Bruce for a long time. He has been a friend and I 
feel very bad about it. And if I've offended anybody in the process, I 
apologize personally on behalf of the Canucks.” 

That was for what he said. But Rutherford offered no apology for the 
torturous pace of Boudreau’s dismissal or for not promoting assistant 
coach Mike Yeo to replace Boudreau on an interim basis last week while 
the Canucks concluded contract negotiations with Tocchet. 

Rutherford argued that stories about Tocchet replacing Boudreau were 
“speculation,” and that the Canucks really didn’t do anything differently 
than most teams when replacing a coach mid-season. 

“I'm not going to change direction based on speculation, not even 
knowing where it's coming from,” he said. “We have to do our job the way 
we see fit. Sometimes we get it right, sometimes we don't.” 

Beyond the disconnect between Boudreau and Rutherford, there were 
reasons to change coaches. 

After declaring the playoffs a baseline goal for this season, the Canucks 
have the sixth-worst record in the NHL at 18-25-3. They are last (and 
historically inept) in penalty killing, 31st in goals allowed and 25th in shot 
share. The Canucks have blown multi-goal leads and lost eight times this 
season, and Saturday’s loss was Vancouver’s 10th in 12 games. 

As Boudreau said Saturday: “I don't think I lost the room, I just lost 
games.” 

Tocchet’s most immediate challenge is to get control of the dressing 
room and have dispirited players try as hard for him as they did for 
Boudreau. He hopes bringing in Adam Foote as an assistant coach and 
Sergei Gonchar as a development instructor will help. 
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“I think regardless of how it went down, you have to have those 
relationships (with players),” Tocchet said. “I'm a relationship guy. I was 
talking to Patrik about this, and Jim: create a safe environment. . . (so) 
once you hit that locker room, guys feel safe and trusting. 

“Coaches can't be dictators; there's got to be a partnership and you've 
got to give the players a voice. But there's also going to be some hard 
rules, too, the way you play the game. So I'm not worried about that part. 
That's something I've always been good at, relationships.” 

Tocchet made it clear his top priority is to improve the Canucks’ 
defensive play. He said they need to be able to kill penalties, and 
indicated he’d rather not have top players like Elias Pettersson and 
Quinn Hughes playing shorthanded minutes. 

Allvin said he told Tocchet during the interview process that the Canucks 
are not a quick fix. But when asked about regaining the trust of fans, 
Allvin mentioned the Stanley Cup. 

“That's what they're waiting for, right?” he said. “And winning hockey 
games, I think that's what the fans want to see. And I believe that fans 
want to see a team that competes every night and plays the right way. 

“I believe there is a daily process that needs to be made before you're 
taking the next step. And what I mean by that is that we need to 
emphasize on how we practise and how we behave every single day. 
And if we do that, things on the ice will be easy for the players. I failed to 
create this environment for the players. When they're walking into Rogers 
Arena... they should know what their expectations are every single day. 
And I failed about that because I only think we use two-thirds of the team 
here. I think there's other players in this locker room that are capable of 
doing more. 

“It's step by step, brick by brick. Again, it's not going to be a quick fix. It's 
got to be a lot of work and a lot of bumps on the road here, and we'll get 
it right.” 

“I don't look at it as a tough start,” Tocchet said of the circumstances 
surrounding his arrival. “I look at it like it's a new day tomorrow, to get to 
know the players and then just start... the process and chip away at it.” 

The Canucks practise Monday before the Tocchet era officially opens 
with a home game Tuesday against the Chicago Blackhawks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Balance, sacrifice: Selfless team play propels Jets over 
Flyers 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorld 

January 22, 2023, 11:54 PM 

 

WINNIPEG — When you talk about getting scoring throughout the lineup, 
this is what a coaching staff would hold up as Exhibit A. 

On a rare night where the power play was unable to convert and the 
penalty kill allowed a pair of goals, the Winnipeg Jets managed four 
goals at even strength and got an empty net insurance marker as they 
earned a 5-3 victory over the Philadelphia Flyers on Sunday night. 

As important as it was to get a pair of goals from the fourth line — 
including an empty-netter from Kevin Stenlund, who was on the ice to 
take a sequence of draws late in the game to protect a one-goal cushion 
— was a play that doesn’t end up on the scoring summary. 

That’s the diving effort Axel Jonsson-Fjallby made to get his left knee on 
a point shot from Flyers defenceman Tony DeAngelo that could have 
provided a problem given the amount of traffic that had congregated in 
front of Jets goalie David Rittich. 

Jonsson-Fjallby, who scored his fourth goal of the season on a beautiful 
redirection to open the scoring, left the ice in significant pain but was 
deemed to be okay when asked by reporters on the scene in 
Philadelphia about his status. 

“All four lines scored. The fourth line got two,” Bowness told reporters. “It 
was a heck of a play at the end by Kevin (Stenlund) to get the empty-
netter. Just as important was that shot block by Axel. That was huge for 
us. 

“When you find ways to win, you have guys sacrificing like that and you 
hope the shot block turns into two points for the team — and it did.” 

The Jets jumped out to an early 3-0 lead and seemed to be well on their 
way to cruising to an easy victory, but goalie Felix Sandstrom kept his 
team in the contest with a number of big saves and then the Flyers were 
able to take advantage of a miscue late in the first period to cue the 
comeback. 

“It was almost like our chances in the second were better than they were 
in the first. Their goalie made some big saves for them,” said Bowness. 
“Listen, we let up a little bit. There’s no question and then they pounced 
on it. 

“I hate giving up those goals late in periods like we did in the first. That 
gave them a lot of life. That was on us because we made a terrible read 
on the rush and a bad pinch by our defenceman. We had everything 
going our way and then we take a bad penalty at the wrong time and they 
scored. So we kind of had some self-inflicted damage out there, but we’ll 
address that.” 

Although the Jets like to play an aggressive style that includes pressuring 
at both blue lines, defenceman Dylan Samberg was guilty of the pinch 
that allowed the Flyers to create the odd-man rush. 

Given the three-goal cushion at the time, the safer play would have been 
to retreat into the neutral zone. 

Former Jets centre Kevin Hayes, who is heading to the NHL All-Star 
Game, scored a pair of power-play goals to help the Flyers even the 
score. 

The Jets had an opportunity to restore the lead during a 28-second two-
man advantage but were unable to convert during either minor, setting 
the stage for an exciting finish. 

Karson Kuhlman, back in the lineup after sitting out as a healthy scratch 
just two games ago, took a pass along the right-wing boards, put his 
shoulder down and drove hard to the net. 

Just as it looked like he was trying to accelerate across the front of the 
crease to stuff the puck in, it rolled off his stick but still snuck through the 
legs of Sandstrom for what proved to be the game-winner. 

It was just his second goal and fourth point in 18 games with the Jets 
since Kuhlman was claimed off waivers from the Seattle Kraken. 

With the Jets getting closer to full health, contributions like the one 
Kuhlman made on Sunday will be what’s required to keep him in the 
conversation to be in the regular rotation once Mason Appleton and 
David Gustafsson return from injuries. 

“It was nice to see that one slide in,” Kuhlman told reporters. “We’ve got 
a lot of depth on this team, scoring can come from anywhere. It’s huge 
obviously getting on the board and helping. We have a lot of guys that 
are going pretty good right now.” 

In what has been a common theme, the Jets also had another big 
contribution from the defence corps as they chipped in five assists to a 
win that pushed the team to 31-16-1 for the season. The Jets' last win in 
Philadelphia was Jan. 31 of 2012. 
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“We’re going to keep preaching it and we’re going to keep pushing it and 
they’re going to keep contributing,” said Bowness. “They all can move the 
puck well enough and they’re all a big part of our offence. We’ve stressed 
that since Day 1 of training camp and we’ll continue to stress that every 
game.” 

Making his 12th start of the season in what was the 48th game for the 
Jets, Rittich finished with 28 saves (including a couple of highlight reel 
saves on Hayes to prevent him from notching a hat trick) to improve to 8-
4 with a 2.62 goals-against average and .908 save percentage. 

The Jets have posted consecutive victories as they get set to close out 
this season-long five-game road trip against a Nashville Predators team 
that’s been playing with plenty of urgency of late and currently sits three 
points behind the playoff line in the Western Conference. 

The Flyers' ability to win the special-teams battle 2-0 was a huge factor in 
them getting back into the game. 

The Jets had been a perfect 18-for-18 on the penalty kill in the six 
previous games and they’re still second in the NHL in terms of efficiency 
for the season at a sparkling 83.8 percent. 

“We're striving to be perfect. We want to be perfect,” Jets defenceman 
Brenden Dillon, who chipped in two assists, told reporters. “Someone 
said that before the game. They jinxed us. We just know, overall, there's 
certain things, passing lanes… like you said, there's a couple of bad 
bounces mixed in there, and that's going to happen. 

“But I think all around, for everyone to come back, whatever happened 
out there, we came out the next shift and we're better for it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sutter’s mockery of Pelletier’s debut wasn’t just bad 
leadership – it lacked human decency 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

January 21, 2023, 8:55 PM 

 

CALGARY – The kid just lived out a dream. 

He did it in front of his family and a national TV audience tuned in as part 
of a Hockey Day in Canada marathon aimed at celebrating the game. 

Yet, at the tail end of a wildly entertaining and complete effort by his 
Flames, Darryl Sutter just couldn’t resist pouring a bucket of water over 
all of it. 

Asked about Jakob Pelletier’s NHL debut, Coach Buzzkill decided to put 
on a show.  

“Jakob Pelletier,” he repeated while putting on his glasses and grabbing 
the game sheet. 

“What number is he?” 

He then proceeded to read out all of No. 49’s stats, which included just 
under seven minutes of ice time, 43 seconds of it on the powerplay, one 
shot on goal and one hit. 

No smile, no acknowledgement of how special it must have been and no 
cursory congratulation. 

“It’s the NHL,” he spat. 

“21 years old. Long ways to go.” 

This is how you treat a first-round pick? 

This is how a leader behaves when asked a simple question about a 
respectful young man who has done everything the Flames have asked 
since being drafted 26th overall in 2019? 

There’s tough love and then there’s human decency. 

Sutter just can’t bring himself to buy into the city’s excitement over a 
young prospect who was on the AHL’s all rookie team last season and 
was called up two weeks ago as one of the loop’s leading scorers. 

It seems to bother the coach that Pelletier’s two-week stint as a healthy 
scratch has been the talk of the town.  

The more fans who want him to get a simple chance, the more defiant 
Sutter has grown.    

Having shown endless disdain and frustration with storylines surrounding 
Pelletier (and Matthew Phillips weeks earlier), it was hardly a coincidence 
Sutter chose to send associate coach Kirk Muller to answer the 
anticipated questions a day earlier when Pelletier practiced on the fourth 
line. 

We get it – youngsters need to earn their way. 

Sutter has been on record several times, warning fans of how hard it will 
be for undersized youngsters to find their way in today’s NHL, no matter 
how talented they may be. 

He also believes in being honest with players. 

Fair enough. 

But what good does it do to diminish an otherwise joyous afternoon for 
the 5-foot-9, 160-pound winger by making a mockery of the day’s feel-
good story? 

A little over a week earlier Sutter saluted Walker Duehr’s first NHL goal 
(in his third NHL game), talking about how “awesome” it was the 25-year-
old did it “the right way” by putting in four years of college, followed by 
time in the AHL. 

Pelletier has played two more AHL games than Duehr. 

But for this one, there was too much hype for Sutter’s liking – too much 
criticism he’s faced over not doing it sooner. 

A family day crowd full of wide-eyed children that showed up early to 
cheer on his rookie lap were the same ones who delighted in seeing 
Pelletier get a great chance early with a rebound gobbled up by Hall of 
Famer Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Cool stuff. 

“It was a great play by Duehy and it came off hard and I was like, ‘whoa,’” 
beamed Pelletier, whose time on the fourth unit alongside Duehr and 
Trevor Lewis was diminished by the parade of penalties in a heated, 6-3 
win over Tampa. 

“I tried to shoot and hopefully score, but I think it’s going to go in next 
game.” 

Southern Alberta hopes there is a next game for Pelletier, which is very 
much in question given the coach.  

“It’s a dream come true since I’ve been four or five – the main goal is to 
play in the NHL and tonight was the first one, so it’s great,” said the 
Quebec native, who was afforded an unusually long rookie lap he joked 
about a day earlier, hoping he wouldn’t fall.  

“When I came out for warm up I was kind of stressed, and the first shift 
too. 

“But after the first one I was like, ‘it’s just playing hockey, right?’” 
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You can only imagine the pride he took in calling his parents with news of 
his debut late Friday, prompting them to jump on a 10 p.m. flight from 
Montreal, arriving at 3 a.m. Saturday morning for their afternoon delight. 

“My mom and dad cried,” said the junior star of the phone call. 

“They support me since I’m young and just to play in the NHL in front of 
them is great. 

“I haven’t seen them in a long time, and it’s good to see them, and for us 
to enjoy this moment together.” 

A moment only Sutter would dare sully. 

Sutter further embarrassed himself when asked about passing beloved 
“Badger” Bob Johnson as the winningest coach in Flames lore. 

“It’s not hard to pass somebody – all you need to be is good,” said Sutter.  

Humility is not his strength.  

Dillon Dube, who understands how special an afternoon like Pelletier’s 
was, praised the youngster’s line for using its speed to create a few early 
scoring chances.     

“Honestly, I think they got us going,” said Dube, whose club put together 
perhaps its finest effort of the season.  

“I’m super happy for him to play at home on a Saturday against a team 
that has won a lot. I think it’s a pretty special night for sure. His parents 
got to fly in and watch. It gives everyone in here motivation to try to win 
for him. 

“Everyone is super excited for him.” 

Well, almost everyone. 
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WINNIPEG - Connor McDavid is doing things that continue to leave jaws 
dropping all around the hockey world. 

As usual, the storylines across the league have been plentiful during the 
first half of the NHL season. 

There have been twists, turns and everything in between. 

Surprises, disappointments and unexpected developments aplenty. 

But the one thing that can’t be overlooked is the sheer brilliance of the 
season the Edmonton Oilers captain is putting together. 

That McDavid is an All-World superstar doesn’t exactly qualify as 
breaking news. 

If you have any level of interest in hockey, you already know he’s been 
doing remarkable things for years. 

Being on site for the Western Conference Final last spring between the 
Oilers and Colorado Avalanche gave this writer an even greater 
appreciation for the impact he’s having for a franchise that knows a thing 
or two about outstanding achievements for both team play and 
individuals. 

McDavid is electrifying. 

His ability to get things done with the puck on his stick at a frenetic pace 
is downright breathtaking. 

All he needs is a split second and space to blow by defenders that are 
prepared for him. 

If you happen to get caught flat-footed, forget about it. 

By the time you try to recover, he’s already blown by you. 

For the first seven seasons of his career, McDavid put up video game 
type numbers, often focusing on his ability to set up teammates - 
eclipsing 70 assists on four occasions (including a career-high 79 last 
season) and 60 helpers on two others. 

During his rookie season, an injury limited (and we use this term lightly) 
McDavid to 16 goals and 48 points but those came in only 45 games. 

Quite frankly, he’s been a human-highlight reel for close to a decade 
now. 

For those of you scoring at home, McDavid already has 239 multipoint 
games in his career - and he’s only played in 535 during the regular 
season. 

That’s downright absurd. 

After he produced 44 goals and 123 points last season and helped his 
team reach the aforementioned Western Conference Final, many folks 
wondered what McDavid might do for an encore. 

The answer has left many in disbelief. 

On Saturday night, McDavid became the fastest player to reach 40 goals 
since Jaromir Jagr did it in 46 games during the 1995-96 campaign. 

McDavid accomplished the remarkable feat in 48 games and he’s up to 
88 points for the season. 

He might hit triple digits before the month of January is over. 

His ability to impact the game in multiple ways is why he’s the clear-cut 
choice for the Hart Trophy. 

At a time when talent seems to be overflowing across the league, 
McDavid is the best player in the game, by a substantial margin. 

Barring something unforeseen, he’s on track to win his third Most 
Valuable Player award, having won previously in the 2016-17 and 2020-
21 seasons. 

McDavid is 15 points ahead of teammate Leon Draisaitl in the chase for 
the Art Ross Trophy and 22 points clear of Tampa Bay Lightning winger 
Nikita Kucherov, who sits third. 

He’s also five goals clear of Boston Bruins winger David Pastrnak in the 
race for the Rocket Richard Trophy. 

McDavid is far more concerned with team success than personal 
statistics and after what can only be described as an up-and-down start, 
the Oilers have finally hit their collective stride. 

They’re riding the longest active winning streak in the NHL at six and 
jumped past the Los Angeles Kings on Saturday into third place in the 
Pacific Division and they’re suddenly three points behind the first-place 
Vegas Golden Knights (who hold a game in hand). 

Back to the trophy talk for a moment. 

The honourable mentions for the Hart Trophy right now are Pastrnak 
(who should become the highest paid winger when his contract extension 
is complete), Mikko Rantanen of the Colorado Avalanche and Tage 
Thompson of the Buffalo Sabres. 

There’s plenty of runway left when it comes to handing out the other 
hardware. 
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Here’s a quick rundown, along with a quick thought about my pre-season 
selections for those awards (for the record, I had McDavid for the Hart 
Trophy and Art Ross if you’re interested in checking the receipts). 

Vezina Trophy (Connor Hellebuyck) 

While it’s been a fantastic start to the season for Hellebuyck and the Jets, 
the leader of the pack so far is Linus Ullmark of the Bruins. 

Ullmark leads the league in goals-against average (1.88), save 
percentage (.937) and goals-saved above expected (25.8, according to 
Money Puck). 

He’s lost only two games in regulation all season (24-2-1) and while the 
Bruins employ more of a crease sharing situation (19 games for backup 
Jeremy Swayman), Ullmark’s ability to perform at an elite level gives him 
a slight edge over Hellebuyck right now. 

Hellebuyck has already started 36 games this season, is third in save 
percentage (.924), seventh in goals-against average (2.39) and is fifth in 
goals-saved above expected (18.7). 

Jake Oettinger of the Dallas Stars (second in goals-against average and 
second in save percentage) is also in the discussion. 

Norris Trophy (Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche) 

There are several prime candidates for the top D-man and this is 
probably the race that goes right down to the wire and will be determined 
by the play during the stretch run. 

The resurgence of San Jose Sharks blue-liner Erik Karlsson is 
impossible to ignore here, though his hold on the midseason award isn’t 
as clear-cut as some believe. 

He’s the driver of the Sharks offence and his 62 points is 10 points clear 
of Rasmus Dahlin of the Sabres and 11 ahead of Josh Morrissey of the 
Jets going into Sunday’s action. 

It’s important to remember the award isn’t the Art Ross for defenceman, 
so both Morrissey and Dahlin have strong cases on that front, given the 
matchups they face on a nightly basis. 

Makar is still in the running (though he’s missed a few games of late with 
an undisclosed injury), so is Adam Fox of the New York Rangers. 

Calder Trophy (Kent Johnson, Columbus Blue Jackets) 

This was a situation where choosing the front-runner for the award got 
me in trouble. My original selection was Matty Beniers of the Seattle 
Kraken, but changed my mind at the last second. 

The thinking behind that decision was that Johnson would flourish 
playing alongside Patrik Laine after a strong showing at the summer’s 
World Junior Hockey Championship. 

Johnson is sixth in rookie scoring, but Beniers is leading the pack with 36 
points, nine clear of Mason MacTavish of the Anaheim Ducks and Cole 
Perfetti of the Jets. 

Beniers has been full value in his first full season, recording 17 goals 
(including three game-winners) while averaging just over 17 minutes of 
ice time for the Kraken, who continue to battle for top spot in the Pacific. 

He’s got the edge among those in his rookie class so far and it will be 
tough to overtake him. 

Jack Adams Trophy (Brad Larsen, Columbus Blue Jackets) 

The list of qualified candidates here is a lengthy one and one of my 
biggest pet peeves is that the award is often handed out to the individual 
whose team overachieves. 

That’s part of the reason Lightning bench boss has never won the award 
(something that doesn’t sit right with me). 

Rick Bowness of the Jets has orchestrated a remarkable turnaround for a 
team that missed the playoffs last season and is now battling Peter 
DeBoer and the Stars for top spot in the Central Division. 

Both of those guys would be deserving in a normal season and the same 
goes for Lindy Ruff of the New Jersey Devils, Rod Brind’Amour of the 
Carolina Hurricanes, Sheldon Keefe of the Toronto Maple Leafs, Bruce 
Cassidy of the Golden Knights and Dave Hakstol of the Kraken. 

But by posting a 36-5-4 record with the Bruins in his first season behind 
their bench (and with a ridiculous goal-differential of plus-77), Jim 
Montgomery deserves the nod in this category. 

Selke Trophy (Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins) 

The Bruins’ centre remains the gold standard for this award and will do 
so until he decides to hang up his skates. 

A quick note on my team predictions. 

The Blue Jackets were my choice for biggest surprise and that pick has 
turned out to be a dud, as they’re very much in the mix for Connor 
Bedard in the lottery. 

The Blue Jackets are up there for biggest disappointment, but based on 
the off-season moves made and how they were celebrated, the Ottawa 
Senators might be at the top of that list. 

The Senators are better than their 20-23-3 record suggests and while 
making the playoffs was always going to be a challenge, they’re currently 
16 points behind the Lightning for third in the Atlantic Division and 10 
points out of the final wild-card berth. 

So they’ll need to get things turned around quickly if they want to make a 
run. 

As for the biggest surprise, that’s a toss-up between the Devils and 
Kraken. 

The Jets, the team I cover on a daily basis, gets an honourable mention 
here since my expectation was that they’d be battling for the wild card 
rather than be in the hunt for top spot in both the Central Division and the 
Western Conference. 

If you’d like to share your thoughts on the just-past-the-midway-point 
award winners, send me an email at wiebesworld9@gmail.com. 

TRADE WINDS BLOWING? 

Tough news for Hurricanes left-winger Max Pacioretty, as he suffered a 
torn Achilles’ in the third period of Thursday’s game against the 
Minnesota Wild. 

Pacioretty was playing in just his fifth game since returning from a torn 
Achilles he suffered during offseason training. 

The primary concern here is for Pacioretty’s health, as he will be working 
his way back from two serious injuries in a short span of time. 

Pacioretty had three goals for the Hurricanes and he was expected to 
provide another layer to their offensive attack. 

So, what does the loss of Pacioretty mean for the plans of the Hurricanes 
leading up to the March 3 NHL trade deadline? 

They currently lead the Metropolitan Division and are a legitimate 
contender to reach the Eastern Conference Final, so they’ll likely be 
looking to bolster the roster with some additional scoring. 

Vancouver Canucks captain Bo Horvat is generating plenty of interest 
and all signs point to him being moved, perhaps well before the deadline. 

The Hurricanes aren’t fond of giving up assets for rentals, but you 
wonder if the organization could see a longer-term fit for Horvat, which 
would make him even more appealing for a franchise interested in taking 
a run at the Stanley Cup this season. 
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It’s important to remember that Hurricanes top centre Sebastian Aho - 
who recorded a natural hat trick on Saturday - has a contract that expires 
in the summer of 2024, though he is someone Don Waddell is going to 
try and extend. 

Horvat is going to be at the top of the wish list of many general managers 
around the NHL looking to add a high-scoring centre and it will be 
interesting to see what kind of bidding war transpires here or if someone 
tries to step up and make the annual pre-emptive strike. 

Eyebrows were raised earlier this week when Minnesota Wild 
defenceman Matt Dumba was a healthy scratch for Thursday’s game 
against the Hurricanes and Saturday’s tilt with the Florida Panthers. 

Right-shot D-men are always in demand and while a couple of healthy 
scratches doesn’t mean Dumba will be moved by GM Bill Guerin, he is 
on an expiring contract and he’s the type of player that could generate 
some interest for teams in the rental market. 

Dumba is in the final season of a deal that carries an AAV of $6 million 
(and a salary of $5.2 million) and he has a modified no-trade clause. 

With just under six weeks until the trade deadline, the rumour mill is sure 
to be heating up - though finalizing many of those deals until days before 
is going to be complicated by the fact so many teams either have limited 
salary cap space or are among the teams operating in LTIR. 

RAPID FIRE 

Things are getting tighter in the playoff races in both conferences. Don’t 
look now but the Avalanche have won five consecutive games, 
outscoring opponents 22-6 in the process, to move into the second wild-
card spot, percentage points ahead of the Calgary Flames. Earlier this 
week, Rantanen hit the 30-goal mark in 43 games, eclipsing the 
franchise mark of 44 set by Hall of Famer Joe Sakic during the 1995-96 
season. 

Panthers head coach Paul Maurice was fined $25,000 earlier this week 
for his rant about officiating and mentioning his strained relationship with 
one of the referees. Although he didn’t mention him by name, that referee 
was Francois St. Laurent, who tossed Maurice out of a game in 2016 in 
which Jets centre Bryan Little left the contest with two fractured vertebrae 
after a hit from Anton Stralman. When Maurice was asked about 
officiating in a game against the Montreal Canadiens after the fine had 
been levied, he showed his sense of humour. “I am in no position 
financially to give you an honest answer,” Maurice told reporters. 

Nice to see the Sabres honour Ryan Miller on Thursday night as he had 
his No. 30 retired and raised to the rafters. Miller was an exceptional 
goalie throughout his career and I first watched him while he was 
learning his trade with the Rochester Americans of the American Hockey 
League during the 2002-03 season. A fifth-round pick of the Sabres back 
in 1999, Miller appeared in 796 games during an NHL career that also 
included time with the St. Louis Blues, Vancouver Canucks and Anaheim 
Ducks. 
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