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LeBrun: Hurricanes’ trade plans after the Max Pacioretty injury? Checking in with GM Don 
Waddell 

By Pierre LeBrun 

Max Pacioretty was meant to be the Hurricanes’ big trade-
deadline forward pickup this season. 
He was meant to be an own-rental of sorts, as a pending 
unrestricted free agent who could pour in goals for one of the 
NHL’s top Cup contenders when he eventually returned from 
a torn Achilles tendon after missing the first part of the 
season. 
It was a good plan, especially given that the Hurricanes got 
the veteran for free from the Golden Knights last summer. 
And then he came back early, debuting Jan. 5, which 
surprised many, and scored three goals in five games. It all 
seemed on track. 
Then, just an awful scene on Thursday, the 34-year-old 
Pacioretty falling to the ice and once again tearing his 
Achilles. 
About as awful as one can imagine. 
“That was the most somber I’ve seen a locker room after a 
game we won,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
told The Athletic on Monday. 
“That was awful.” 
Yes, you have to feel for Pacioretty. It was so hard to watch. 
The business of the game goes on, though, as tough to 
digest as that injury was. 
That fact immediately got the NHL trade speculation machine 
going into hyperdrive over the weekend, because the Canes 
now have Pacioretty’s $7 million cap hit to spend ahead of 
the March 3 trade deadline. 
To which Waddell responded Monday by saying everyone 
needs to calm down. They’re not going to rush into spending 
those cap savings like their pants are on fire. 
“We certainly are in a different position because now we 
have cap space,” Waddell said. “But we still really like our 
team. We’re going to look and see if there’s anything that 
makes sense moving forward. But we’re otherwise not out 
there looking to make a deal just to make a deal.” 
This is a Hurricanes team that got to first place in the 
Metropolitan Division in the first half of the season not only 
without Pacioretty but also with others out of the lineup at 
various points. So they’re a good team already, one that 
might not need to forcibly improve at the deadline. 
Having said that, it’s shaping up to be a decent trade 
deadline if you’re looking to add some scoring. There are 
some pretty big names out there, and I’m not convinced 
there will be nearly as many contending teams either 
interested or able to buy. 
I could be wrong, but my initial read on the market is that the 
price may have to come down for some of the big names. 

Regardless, the Hurricanes traditionally have not been very 
willing to spend big prices for rental players. 
“That’s very fair, yeah,” Waddell said. “We prefer to trade for 
players that have term. Our history has been that we haven’t 
been a team to look at upgrades through rental players.” 
Now, that doesn’t mean Carolina should be ruled out on 
pending unrestricted free agents like Bo Horvat, Ryan 
O’Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko. It just will depend on how 
the market shapes up. Price point will matter. 
For the Hurricanes to get more involved, for example, on a 
Horvat trade, my belief is that Carolina would have to have a 
shot at extending him as part of that process. Whether 
Horvat’s camp, led by veteran agent Pat Morris, would be 
interested in that remains to be seen. But I wouldn’t be 
surprised if the Horvat camp looked at that scenario 
depending on the fit and team. As of Monday, the Canucks 
had not given them permission to speak directly to other 
teams to explore that scenario. 
I would imagine it would be in Vancouver’s interest closer to 
March 3, since an extended Horvat would net a larger asset 
return. Then again, some teams don’t like to complicate the 
process that way and won’t extend that permission to the 
agent. 
Then there’s the intriguing case of Sharks winger Timo 
Meier, technically a restricted free agent on July 1 but 
needing a $10 million qualifying offer for his rights to be 
retained. This is the type of situation that I believe would 
appeal to the Hurricanes if they knew they could work out an 
extension. He’s 26 years old — a year younger than Horvat 
— and on pace for another good goal-scoring season. And 
he may not be a rental. There’s no doubt in my mind 
Carolina will investigate that situation. 
If I’m San Jose, I would eventually allow Meier’s camp to 
speak directly to interested teams. An extended Meier nets 
more. But as of Monday, the Sharks had not yet granted that 
permission to Meier’s camp, led by Claude Lemieux. And 
who knows if they will or not. 
Either way, I think that’s a player of interest for Carolina. 
Also, don’t forget also that before Pacioretty’s injury, the 
Hurricanes had made adding on the blue line a priority ahead 
of the trade deadline, and I believe that will remain the case 
despite the possibility of adding up front now. 
You could see the Canes adding at both positions if the 
prices make sense. 
But judging from Waddell’s tone Monday, he’s going to be 
patient and isn’t rushing out to do anything crazy right away. 
Lots of time between now and March 3.
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NHL trade deadline: The top 10 teams that could make deals happen 

By Hailey Salvian 

Most of the dialogue around the NHL trade deadline so far 
has centered on how difficult it could be for teams to make 
relevant moves. 
That’s the way it goes when so many franchises have so little 
money to spend. But there are still teams that have emerged 
as key players leading up to the March 3 deadline. Teams 
with notable players who could be on the move — players on 
their checklist — and the cap space to make it happen. 
We’re lucky to have these teams. Without them, what would 
we talk about? 
There may be more to come as we approach March 3. But 
right now, whatever happens — or doesn’t happen at the 
NHL trade deadline — seems to hinge on these 10 teams. 

Chicago Blackhawks  

Chicago is interesting for obvious reasons. We’re all waiting 
to hear about the futures of Patrick Kane and Jonathan 
Toews. 
Kane hasn’t been himself this season, but that shouldn’t hurt 
his trade value. He is still one of the better wingers in the 
league, and no deadline name will have a better resume. 
Toews, meanwhile, has been one of the Blackhawks’ best 
players this season. He’s been discussed as a center 
upgrade for several teams since the fall. 
They both control their own destiny with matching no-move 
clauses, and come with $10.5 million cap hits, though we can 
expect Chicago to retain some of that. Will they decide to 
stay in Chicago? Will they provide one preferred destination, 
like Claude Giroux did last year? 
Things are expected to pick up in the next few weeks. 
Whatever happens in Chicago — trading one, both, or 
neither of their franchise icons — is going to be fascinating. 

Vancouver Canucks 

We’re already used to paying attention to the Canucks this 
season, for the wrong reasons. Why stop now? 
The team has taken what president of hockey operations Jim 
Rutherford called their best shot at re-signing Bo Horvat to a 
deal that is fair “for what he’s done up until this year.” What 
Horvat has done as a pending UFA is score 30 goals and 49 
points through 46 games, putting him in the league’s top 10. 
So, the Canucks can “overpay” Horvat, end up more cap 
strapped and less able to make meaningful improvements to 
a roster that is 27th in the league. Or they can trade their 
captain to the highest bidder. 
Any team with a hole at the No. 2 center spot would benefit 
from Horvat’s play and production. Teams like Carolina, and 
Colorado come to mind. 
Luke Schenn is also the kind of player teams are looking to 
add at the deadline. He’s a big, physical defender with 
Stanley Cup rings on an expiring contract. There’s also 
Brock Boeser to consider. Rutherford said the team wants to 
unload some of its contracts, and Boeser makes $6.65 
million for two more years. He hasn’t scored at his typical clip 
this season, but if the Canucks want to shed salary, he’d be 
one option. 

Arizona Coyotes  

The Coyotes have assets to sell, including one of the top 
players on The Athletic’s trade board: Jakob Chychrun. He 
has to be traded at some point … right? 
The team can remain patient because they 
don’t actually have to move him before the March 3 deadline, 
given he’s signed for another two years after this season. 
But, according to The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun, the desire is 
still there to move him for the right price, which is reportedly 
two first-round picks plus a prospect. I wonder how many 
teams will be open to paying that price. 
Nick Bjugstad looks like the perfect big — 6-foot-6 — forward 
depth add, coming in at a $900,000 ticket, and Shayne 
Gostisbehere could provide some offense to a team’s 
defense corps. Plus, his cash owed is only $1 million, 
compared to his $4.5 million cap hit. We know that matters to 
teams. 
Another player I’m looking out for in Arizona is Karel 
Vejmelka. His record and save percentage don’t do him 
much justice. He’s taken on one of the biggest workloads in 
the league in terms of time on ice, shots faced and expected 
goals against. He currently ranks 12th in goals saved above 
expected. A playoff team with a question mark in net — and 
better players in front — could do a lot worse. 

Florida Panthers 

The Panthers are in a tough spot. 
After a disappointing start to the season, they’re showing 
signs of life and have climbed back to within three points of a 
playoff spot. They can’t really commit to being buyers at the 
deadline, and even if they wanted to, what could they 
realistically do to get better? 
Florida does not have their first-round pick in 2023, 2024 or 
2025. That’s been the reported cost of bringing in the top 
players on the trade board. The club also has a pretty tough 
cap situation, with little cap space and $8.3 million on LTIR. 
What makes this team interesting is the trade they’ll likely 
need to make to become cap compliant once — or if — their 
roster gets healthy. Anthony Duclair is skating and getting 
close to returning from an Achilles tendon tear in the 
summer, while Patric Hornqvist remains out with a 
concussion. 
Take a scroll through our last NHL All-32, and you’ll see a lot 
of teams looking for a top-six winger with a scoring touch. 
Duclair hasn’t played yet this season, but he’s only one year 
removed from a 30-goal campaign, and his cap hit is a 
modest $3 million this year and next. He’d make a ton of 
sense for a number of teams (like, for example, the Calgary 
Flames). 
Of course, the Panthers could just keep Duclair and go on a 
tear down the stretch. Plus, if Hornqvist stays on LTIR, the 
club could activate Duclair without making a move to shed 
cap space. 
Let’s say things don’t work out in the next six weeks for 
Florida — they remain in cap hell, they’re forced to make a 
deal that makes them worse, and they slip out of the 
playoffs. Even if they wanted to steer into the skid, that would 
only give the Montreal Canadiens two cracks at Connor 
Bedard. 
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Carolina Hurricanes 

When Rod Brind’Amour came on “The Athletic Hockey 
Show” earlier this season, he talked about Max Pacioretty’s 
injury — a torn Achilles tendon sustained off-ice training in 
August — and how he would, effectively, be Carolina’s “big 
deadline acquisition.” 
“That should be a good boost for us at a real crucial time of 
the year,” he said. 
An MRI confirmed on Friday afternoon that Pacioretty tore 
his Achilles tendon with 19 seconds left the night before 
against the Minnesota Wild. 
Now what? 
Well, we got a glimpse of what made Pacioretty a good fit in 
Carolina in his short stint back from injury, where he scored 
three goals in his first four games. The Canes are still one of 
the league’s best, but that natural scoring ability from 
Pacioretty was a box they needed to check after scoring ran 
dry in the playoffs last season. 
“It’s the kind of player we needed,” said Brind’Amour. “A guy 
that can put the puck in the net.” 
Carolina has not been a team that typically makes deals for 
high-cost rentals at the deadline. Could they make an 
exception this season, and go for someone like Horvat? 
Perhaps that’d be more realistic if they could first negotiate 
an extension. 
In 2020, they gave up a first-rounder for defenseman Brady 
Skjei, but he had term on his deal. Maybe there’s a deal out 
there like that they could pursue? 
Regardless, it’s hard to imagine them standing pat, 
especially when they’ll eventually need to get through the 
Boston Bruins in the playoffs, making them one of the few 
buyers worth really keeping an eye on. 

St. Louis Blues 

When Vladimir Tarasenko returns from his hand injury — as 
soon as this week — it will give him an opportunity to 
showcase his value to teams looking to improve at the 
deadline. The same thing can be said for Ryan O’Reilly when 
he eventually returns from a broken foot, which he’s set to be 
re-evaluated for in around three weeks. 
Their futures will be major storylines surrounding the Blues 
down the stretch. Will Tarasenko waive his full no-trade 
clause, or would he rather just hit the market in the summer? 
O’Reilly does not have trade protection, but comes with a 
$7.5 million cap hit. Tarasenko comes in at the same price. 
Their salaries might hurt their value, but Tarasenko and 
O’Reilly still look like solid additions — at the very least fine 
consolation prizes for teams that miss out on more cost-
effective solutions. 
Let’s not forget other Blues’ pending UFAs in Ivan Barbashev 
and Niko Mikkola. GM Doug Armstrong has said the team’s 
results will dictate the franchise’s direction at the deadline. 
Even if they’re buoyed by Tarasenko or O’Reilly’s returns, if 
the Blues aren’t going to re-sign their UFAs, we should 
expect some movement out of St. Louis. 

Detroit Red Wings 

The Red Wings are as interesting as what they decide to do 
with their unrestricted free agents. 
They have classic rental players, like Adam Erne. But, also 
key pending UFAs in Tyler Bertuzzi and Dylan Larkin. 

Bertuzzi, when he’s healthy, can be a consistent top-six 
scoring threat. If the Red Wings can’t work something out 
before the deadline, they will need to explore moving him to 
avoid losing him for nothing. 
Larkin would be the perfect “1B” center on a contender, in 
the same class as Horvat. The only difference between the 
two is that the belief remains that Larkin and the Red Wings 
will get a deal done. Whether it’s before the deadline or it 
goes down to the wire remains to be seen. Larkin has said 
he wants to stay, so it’s hard to imagine him getting flipped, 
even if they can’t get a contract done by March 3. If 
something changes in the next month, though, he’d 
immediately become one of the prizes of the deadline. 
They also have some players with term that they could sell 
high on — or hang on to — like Filip Hronek, Dominik 
Kubalik and David Perron. Hronek, in particular, is intriguing. 
The smart bet is that he stays in Detroit as a long-term top-
four piece. But, a young, productive, right-shot defender 
would have considerable trade value, too. 
We’ve seen GM Steve Yzerman make some surprising 
moves at the deadline before. He makes them a team to 
keep an eye on. 
Rick Dhaliwal — who contributes to The Athletic — 
connected Detroit to Horvat. You have to figure the price 
would be young NHLers in return … someone like Hronek 
perhaps? 

San Jose Sharks 

San Jose has the best defenseman who could be traded at 
the deadline, and one of the few top forwards. But neither is 
certain to move. 
Erik Karlsson’s contract — $11.5 million through 2027 — is 
enormous and the cost to acquire him would be high. And 
they might want to extend Timo Meier who is productive, only 
27 years old, and still in team control as a pending restricted 
free agent. 
It might not be as dramatic as Kane and Toews Watch, but 
it’s no less relevant. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Sabres GM Kevyn Adams has made it clear that he doesn’t 
want to hit fast forward on the long-term plan for the 
organization. He doesn’t want to make any rash deadline 
deals that could jeopardize what they’ve been building in 
Buffalo. 
We probably shouldn’t expect Buffalo to be in the market for 
a high-priced rental player. But adding some depth — 
particularly on defense — couldn’t hurt, depending on the 
price. 
Chychrun could be a short- and long-term solution, given 
he’s under contract for two more seasons. The cost — 
reportedly an A-level prospect and a first-round pick — might 
be too steep for Adams for only two years of team control. 
Even if they aren’t active as buyers, the Sabres are intriguing 
because of their $41.71 million in cap space — the most in 
the NHL. If they decide to weaponize that cap space, the 
Sabres could be one of the few power brokers at the 
deadline, acquiring future assets while allowing other teams 
to make big swings. 
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Anaheim Ducks 

Most of the talk surrounding the Ducks has been about John 
Klingberg, signed in the summer by design to flip at the 
deadline. 
I’m curious to find out if a team will be willing to spend a first-
round pick on Klingberg, given his struggles. There are a few 
other UFA defensemen in Anaheim like Kevin Shattenkirk 
and Dmitri Kulikov. 

But the most intriguing things Anaheim has to offer are $31.8 
million in cap space and Adam Henrique, a versatile effective 
middle-six forward. 
Henrique has a team-high 15 goals this season, and has 
been playing top-line minutes, and is the only player on the 
Ducks with a positive goal differential at five-on-five. His 
contract isn’t great — two more years left at $5.825 million — 
but, with that cap space, you’d think the Ducks could retain 
salary to make it more palatable. 
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2023 All-Star Game lines as selected by NHL.com 

Staff writers decide how talent in each division should be 
arranged in Florida on Feb. 4 

The debate over how players in the 2023 Honda NHL All-
Star Game should be deployed can begin in earnest now 
that the rosters are filled. 
The final 12 players were added Jan. 19 through the 2023 
NHL All-Star Fan Vote presented by Guaranteed Rate, with 
three from each division joining the players who were 
selected by the NHL hockey operations department Jan. 5. 
But which players should be on the same line in the 3-on-3 
tournament at FLA LIVE Arena in Sunrise, Florida, on Feb. 4 
(3 p.m. ET; ABC, ESPN+, CBC, SN, TVAS)? 
Each roster features nine skaters and two goalies. The 
winners of each semifinal game play for a $1 million prize 
going to the championship team. It will follow the All-Star 
Skills presented by DraftKings Sportsbook on Feb. 3 (7 p.m. 
ET; ESPN, ESPN+, SN, TVAS).  
To further the debate, NHL.com enlisted a writer to play the 
part of each division coach: Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina 
Hurricanes (Metropolitan), Jim Montgomery of the Boston 
Bruins (Atlantic), Peter DeBoer of the Dallas Stars (Central) 
and Bruce Cassidy of the Vegas Golden Knights (Pacific). 
The line combinations likely won't be finalized until close to 
game time, but we couldn't wait that long, so we asked four 
staff writers to put on their coaching hat to reveal how they 
would deploy the personnel for each division. 
Metropolitan Division 
Alex Ovechkin (WSH) -- Sidney Crosby (PIT) -- Johnny 
Gaudreau (CBJ) 
Artemi Panarin (NYR) -- Jack Hughes (NJD) -- Adam Fox 
(NYR)  
Kevin Hayes (PHI) -- Brock Nelson (NYI) - Andrei 
Svechnikov (CAR) 
Igor Shesterkin (NYR) 
Ilya Sorokin (NJD)  
Somewhere deep inside, Alex Ovechkin and Sidney Crosby 
have always wondered what kind of numbers they could put 
up if they played together instead of being rivals with the 
Washington Capitals and Pittsburgh Penguins, respectively, 
since they each made the NHL debut in 2005-06.  
Or maybe that's just me. 
Ovechkin and Crosby have developed a respectful, friendlier 
relationship in recent seasons, and they played together at 
the 2017 and 2018 All-Star Games, so it's a no-brainer to me 
put them on the same line again for the Metropolitan 
Division. Anyone would fit well with those two, but I'm picking 
swift, playmaking wing Johnny Gaudreau of the Columbus 
Blue Jackets to complete the talented top line. 

Any preexisting chemistry can help in a short tournament like 
this, so I'm pairing Adam Fox, the lone defenseman on the 
roster, with his New York Rangers teammate Artemi Panarin 
on the second line. Hopefully, they can bring the same magic 
they showed when Panarin set up Fox for an overtime 
winner against the Dallas Stars on Jan. 12. Teaming New 
Jersey Devils forward Jack Hughes with Panarin and Fox will 
give the line some Hudson River Rivalry spice. 
That leaves Kevin Hayes of the Philadelphia Flyers to play 
with Brock Nelson of the New York Islanders and Andrei 
Svechnikov of the Carolina Hurricanes on what should be a 
balanced third line. Maybe Svechnikov will try to score a 
lacrosse-style goal to add to the fun. 
As the reigning winner of the Vezina Trophy voted as the top 
goalie in the NHL, Igor Shesterkin of the Rangers gets the 
start, but this team will lose nothing in net when Ilya Sorokin 
of the Islanders takes over. -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 
Atlantic Division 
Tage Thompson (BUF) -- Auston Matthews (TOR) -- David 
Pastrnak (BOS) 
Matthew Tkachuk (FLA) -- Dylan Larkin (DET) -- Brady 
Tkachuk (OTT) 
Nikita Kucherov (TBL) -- Nick Suzuki (MTL) -- Mitchell 
Marner (TOR) 
Linus Ullmark (BOS) 
Andrei Vasilevskiy (TBL) 
With no pesky defensemen to get in the way, there is a 
wealth of scoring talent on the Atlantic roster. But how to put 
it together? 
I'm obviously going to start by putting together the Tkachuks. 
It's a no-brainer to put Florida Panthers forward Matthew 
Tkachuk on one wing with Ottawa Senators forward Brady 
Tkachuk on the other, all sandwiched around fellow United 
States-born center Dylan Larkin of the Detroit Red Wings. It's 
a line with a lot of snarl and plenty of power. 
I considered having Auston Matthews and Mitchell Marner 
line up next to each other, something not foreign to the two 
Toronto Maple Leafs. But why go for the familiar when you 
can go for the exotic? The line that I think I -- and everyone 
else -- wants to see has Matthews between all-world Boston 
Bruins wing David Pastrnak, and the player no one can stop 
talking about this season, Buffalo Sabres forward Tage 
Thompson. Now that's a line that can put a few pucks past a 
goalie -- even an All-Star goalie. 
That leaves the cerebral Montreal Canadiens captain Nick 
Suzuki between Tampa Bay Lightning forward Nikita 
Kucherov and Marner, who might just have a bit of bad blood 
in their past. That works for me in an All-Star Game. 
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And in net? Who else but Linus Ullmark, the Bruins goalie 
who appears to be barreling toward a Vezina Trophy that just 
about no one expected to start this season. -- Amalie 
Benjamin, staff writer 
Central Division 
Mikko Rantanen (COL) -- Nathan MacKinnon (COL) -- Cale 
Makar (COL) 
Kirill Kaprizov (MIN) -- Jason Robertson (DAL) -- Josh 
Morrissey (WPG) 
Clayton Keller (ARI) -- Vladimir Tarasenko (STL) -- Seth 
Jones (CHI) 
Connor Hellebuyck (WPG) 
Juuse Saros (NSH) 
I was tapping my fingertips together in a Mr. Burns kind of 
way when I saw my options for the Central Division lines. 
"Excellent." And that perfectly describes my first line, which 
is the biggest hockey no-brainer in the history of hockey no-
brainers.  
Of course, I'm putting together the greats from the Colorado 
Avalanche, forwards Mikko Rantanen and Nathan 
MacKinnon and defenseman Cale Makar. The three are 
sometimes together for 3-on-3 overtime, so it works here, 
too. 
The second line features forward Kirill Kaprizov of the 
Minnesota Wild, who won the 2021 Calder Trophy as the 
NHL rookie of the year; forward Jason Robertson of the 
Dallas Stars, who finished second to Kaprizov in Calder 
voting that season; and defenseman Josh Morrissey of the 
Winnipeg Jets, whose production this season has him in the 
talk for the Norris Trophy given to the top defenseman in the 
NHL. 
My third line is forward Clayton Keller of the Arizona Coyotes 
and forward Vladimir Tarasenko of the St. Louis Blues, who 
returned from a hand injury before the All-Star break, and 
Seth Jones, defenseman for the Chicago Blackhawks, who 
has been playing much better as of late.  

And I'm giving Connor Hellebuyck the start in goal because 
of his long-time consistency with the Jets. -- Tracey Myers, 
staff writer 
Pacific Division 
Leon Draisaitl (EDM) -- Connor McDavid (EDM) -- Erik 
Karlsson (SJS) 
Elias Pettersson (VAN) -- Bo Horvat (VAN) -- Matty Beniers 
(SEA) 
Kevin Fiala (LAK) -- Nazem Kadri (CGY) -- Troy Terry (ANA) 
Logan Thompson (VGK) 
Stuart Skinner (EDM)  
It's almost unfair. I get to load up the Pacific Division's top 
line with the two top scorers in the NHL (Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl) and its top scoring defenseman (Erik 
Karlsson).  
The three have combined to win the Art Ross Trophy five 
times (McDavid four times, Draisaitl once), the Hart Trophy 
three times (McDavid twice, Draisaitl once) and the Norris 
Trophy twice (Karlsson twice). 
Who doesn't want to see these guys play together in a 3-on-
3 format? 
Draisaitl and McDavid have chemistry as Edmonton Oilers 
teammates. So do Elias Pettersson and Bo Horvat as 
Vancouver Canucks teammates; Pettersson has played on 
Horvat's left wing before. Add Matty Beniers from the Seattle 
Kraken to showcase the Pacific Northwest. 
That leaves Kevin Fiala, Nazem Kadri and Troy Terry. I'll 
reserve the option to switch Fiala with Karlsson at some 
point, just to see Fiala's speed with McDavid's on all that 
open ice. 
Logan Thompson gets the start in goal, but he and Stuart 
Skinner are fantastic stories, goalies who have worked their 
way up the ranks to not only make the NHL but the NHL All-
Star Game. -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

 

Hurricanes visit the Stars after Aho’s hat trick 

Carolina Hurricanes (29-9-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Dallas Stars (28-13-7, first in the Central 
Division) 
Dallas; Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. EST 
BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit the Dallas 
Stars after Sebastian Aho recorded a hat trick in the 
Hurricanes’ 5-2 win over the New York Islanders. 
Dallas has a 13-5-4 record at home and a 28-13-7 record 
overall. The Stars have a 5-4-6 record in one-goal games. 
Carolina is 29-9-8 overall and 15-4-6 in road games. The 
Hurricanes have gone 12-0-6 in games decided by a single 
goal. 
The teams play Wednesday for the third time this season. 
The Hurricanes won the previous meeting 5-4 in overtime. 
Aho scored three goals in the win. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Roope Hintz has 19 goals and 25 
assists for the Stars. Jason Robertson has six goals and four 
assists over the last 10 games. 
Aho has 17 goals and 23 assists for the Hurricanes. Brady 
Skjei has four goals and three assists over the last 10 
games. 
LAST 10 GAMES: Stars: 5-3-2, averaging 2.9 goals, 4.8 
assists, 3.2 penalties and 6.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
1.9 goals per game. 
Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 3.7 goals, 5.7 assists, 4.4 
penalties and 9.9 penalty minutes while giving up 2.9 goals 
per game. 
INJURIES: Stars: Roope Hintz: day to day (upper-body). 
Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: 
out (hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 
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NHL power rankings 2022-23: Bruins, Hurricanes maintain top spots; Canadiens continue 
to drop 
By Bryan Murphy 

As the NHL season approaches the All-Star break and soon 
the trade deadline, we are starting to very faintly get a picture 
of what the postseason is going to look like.  
It's getting to be decision-making time soon for front offices. 
Are they sellers, buyers, a bit of both or neither? Luckily for 
general managers, there is still a month to be played before 
the NHL trade deadline. 

Teams like the Bruins, Hurricanes and Devils are maintaining 
their position atop the standings by consistently getting wins. 
The Oilers, Islanders and Penguins are examples of clubs 
yo-yo-ing up and down the rankings, and then there are the 
bottom feeders who have their eyes on their own, different 
prize — Connor Bedard.  
The Avalanche and Capitals are continuing to get key pieces 
back from the injured list. Meanwhile, the Canadiens and 
Senators both recently took blows to their respective forward 
group.  

 

Once In A Lifetime 
By Melissa Howsam 

The Stadium Series game is more than a game—it’s a 
weeklong unprecedented event that promises to rock you 
like a Hurricane. Here: Know how to go. 

Take warning—the Canes are set to host the long-
anticipated NHL Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley this 
month—and with that comes all the fanfare you’d expect… to 
the tune of a weeklong celebration, kicking off Thursday, 
Feb. 16, with a Canes home game where its Stanley Cup 
team star goalie Cam Ward will be inducted as the inaugural 
member of the Carolina Hurricanes Hall of Fame, and 
culminating in NC State honoring the 40th Anniversary of the 
1983 Championship Team as the Pack plays host to Wake 
Forest. 
Building a star-studded cast of events around the Stadium 
Series game was intentional. With the exception of 
Saturday’s free Truly Hard Seltzer NHL PreGame tailgate 
party and sold-out Stadium Series game—which are official 
NHL events—the entire week was planned, orchestrated and 
produced by the Carolina Hurricanes in conjunction with key 
community funding partners, including the City of Raleigh, 
Wake County, the State of North Carolina, Greater Raleigh 
Convention and Visitors Bureau (GRCVB), and the 
Centennial Authority. 
“Part of our pitch to the league in terms of securing the 
Stadium Series game was that we’d work with all of our 
partners and entities to make a big weekend out of it,” says 
Carolina Hurricanes Chief Marketing Officer Mike Forman. “It 
wouldn’t just be a one-off game where the NHL’s coming to 
town just for that and that’s a wrap.” 
To wit, Friday’s free Carolina Hurricanes Fan Fest Presented 
by UNC Health. Carrying a huge footprint, the daylong Fan 

Fest will fete the Canes’ 25 years in NC with a slew of fam-
friendly programming, music, activities, food trucks and 
vendors. It’s like NHL All Star Weekend Fan Fair meets the 
best feats of every Raleigh street fest to date—on steroids. 
Read: You’re gonna wanna play hooky in the name of 
hockey.  
“The commitment from the Carolina Hurricanes and area 
partners to make this event happen is making this the event 
of 2023,” says Jennifer Martin, executive director of Shop 
Local Raleigh and producer of Fan Fest. A big part of that 
commitment is that it’s free and open to the public. “That’s 
one thing we want to stress because there are so many 
events going on that have paid components,” adds Forman.  
The master plans also included working with the NHL for a 
Thursday night home game; helping to deliver a big-time 
Friday concert (hey, Hootie & the Blowfish!); and working 
with NC State to get a big ACC matchup against UNC 
scheduled for the weekend, explains Forman. “To host these 
games is pretty competitive,” he adds, “and most NHL 
clubs—if not all—would love to host either the Winter Classic 
or Stadium Series once or multiple times.” 
Now, between the anticipation and the Canes vying for their 
fifth consecutive playoff trip, the vibes will be high. “People 
have been in a waiting game for almost three years,” says 
Forman. “Now, it’s getting real. … And it’s pretty special to 
be able to host this game during our 25th Anniversary 
Season in North Carolina. Our fan base has never been 
larger or more passionate than it is right now. We have the 
second-best record in all of hockey right now*. It feels like it 
was meant to be. … I wish it could’ve come even earlier, but 
the fact that it’s all kind of coming together this year makes it 
feel pretty special.” Puck, yeah. hurricanes.com .
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Hurricanes Trade Targets After Losing Pacioretty Again 
By Jacob Billington 
The last five months have been heartbreaking for Max 
Pacioretty, as he tore his Achilles tendon just after being 
traded to the Carolina Hurricanes, and after a highly 
motivated journey back to full health, he played just five 
games before re-injuring the same Achilles. The Hurricanes, 
while disappointed in the outcome, have to quickly change 
gears and look toward the trade deadline and see what move 
will make the most sense to them. 

When Pacioretty was acquired from the Vegas Golden 
Knights, there was a lot of excitement, but when his first 
injury hit, there was a bit of a silver lining. He was destined to 
be the Hurricanes’ trade deadline acquisition – and he was 
already in the system. Luckily, the Hurricanes didn’t give up 
any assets to acquire the winger, and the team has 
performed great without him in the lineup. 
Moving forward, the Hurricanes will likely look to make a big 
splash in the trade market, looking to acquire another top-six, 
impact player. Except, this time, it will probably be a center. 
There are a plethora of options available, but as we all know, 
Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell isn’t usually in the 
market for a high-cost rental. Now, that doesn’t mean the 
Hurricanes won’t be after a big fish, but if they are, they will 
likely be looking for an extension with the player. 
Some notable trade deadline acquisitions from the past few 
seasons include Vincent Trocheck and Brady Skjei, who 
stuck around for a little bit afterward. As I mentioned, they 
will most likely be targeting a center. While they have good 
depth with Sebastian Aho, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Jordan Staal, 
and Paul Stastny, they could benefit from a true, established 
second-line center to play behind Aho. 

Bo Horvat – Vancouver Canucks 

The Vancouver Canucks seem to be selling off most of their 
star players, headlined by captain Bo Horvat. Horvat, who is 
a pending unrestricted free agent (UFA), is asking for a 
contract worth more than the Canucks are willing to pay him. 
He is having a career year, already registering 30 goals and 
49 points in just 45 games, hiking the trade value for him 
significantly higher than expected. 
Horvat is a goalscorer and can drive play with any line he is 
set on. He would likely line up alongside Andrei Svechnikov 
and Martin Necas in Carolina, two players who are great at 
setting up plays. The Hurricanes have been reported to be 
interested in him, but the Canucks are asking for far too 
much right now, and Waddell is not willing to give up the 
assets they are asking for, which is rumored to start with 
Necas. They could certainly benefit from Horvat’s offensive 
capabilities, and while his defensive game isn’t going to win 

him a Selke Trophy any time soon, he is not a liability on the 
ice when it comes to playing in his own zone. 
Especially if an extension can be worked out, I can see the 
Hurricanes giving the Canucks a large package for Horvat, 
but it may not fit the blueprint they are looking for in a deal, 
which is rumored to consist of a first-round draft pick, a 
prospect, and a young NHL-caliber center. Carolina has 
plenty of valuable prospects at all positions, headlined by 
Jamieson Rees, Jack Drury, Scott Morrow, and a riskier bet 
in Alexander Nikishin, who is dominating Russia’s top 
league. The Hurricanes will not be looking to send any of 
their key roster players to Vancouver in this deal, however. 

Ryan O’Reilly – St. Louis Blues 

The St. Louis Blues are in a tricky spot ahead of this coming 
trade deadline. They have a strong mix of established 
veterans, like their captain Ryan O’Reilly and Vladimir 
Tarasenko, but have had an emergence of youth ready to 
take over the team, led by Robert Thomas and Jordan 
Kyrou. Both veterans mentioned have been trending towards 
being traded this season, and O’Reilly could be another fit 
worth looking at for the Hurricanes. 
The knock on acquiring O’Reilly is his struggling offense this 
season. In the 2022 Playoffs, the Hurricanes needed an 
extra burst of offense, and I am not sure he will solve that 
issue if that happens again this year. On the other hand, he 
brings a fantastic two-way game that will fit very well in the 
system that Rod Brind’Amour loves to have his team play. 
He has struggled defensively at times this season, but there 
is clearly a dominant two-way player still in there. 
O’Reilly is a pending UFA, and while the asking price won’t 
contend with Horvat’s, there could be a bidding war among 
teams looking for a center, especially if he comes off the 
market early. 

Jonathan Toews – Chicago Blackhawks 

There is no certainty that Jonathan Toews will waive his no-
move clause to get a trade out of Chicago, as he has plenty 
of reason to want to stick around, as it has been his home for 
his entire career. If he does decide to and is willing to go to 
Carolina, he could be a good option. The rumored asking 
price is a second or third-round draft pick, per Elliotte 
Friedman. If the Blackhawks are willing to retain salary, or 
potentially have a third team involved to take on some 
money, this could make a lot of sense. 
Similar to the benefits of O’Reilly, adding Toews creates a 
great opportunity to have very strong defensive coverage 
down the middle of the lineup. Toews, while having the 
pedigree of a top-end two-way center, has 27 points in 42 
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games for the Blackhawks this season. He would also fit the 
Brind’Amour style of hockey, which demands every player be 
held accountable defensively. 
There has been a common trend among the three players 
mentioned so far. All of them are captains of their teams. The 
Hurricanes have a great mix of younger players and 
veterans, so bringing in an established leader and Stanley 
Cup champion in Toews and O’Reilly could add some great 
value to the team. Toews, even if he is just a rental, fits well 
with the narrative for the Hurricanes at the deadline, given 
the low expected price for a trade. 

Honorable Mentions 

I think the three centermen mentioned are the most likely 
candidates at this time, but there are certainly more 
possibilities to add to the mix, and anything can change with 
just a phone call. 
Sean Monahan has had a strong bounce-back season with 
the Montreal Canadiens, and while he was sent there as a 
cap dump, he is showing he can provide some valuable 
scoring depth. With 17 points in 25 games, he could slide 
nicely into a middle-six slot with effective wingers and help 
produce a spark of offense. The biggest concern with 
Monahan is his health, and if he can endure a deep playoff 
run. 

If the Hurricanes are happy with what they have for their 
centermen at the top of the lineup, adding Lars Eller could 
make sense, as he has a great deal of playoff experience 
and is a great defensive option. I am not sure what a trade 
between the Hurricanes and Washington Capitals would look 
like, but with Eller being in the final year of his deal and being 
made available, he could garner some interest from Carolina. 
The fact that the team felt the need to acquire Pacioretty as a 
scoring winger has to mean something. If they think another 
player like that is what the team needs, they may look at 
Timo Meier from the San Jose Sharks. Meier, who is a 
restricted free agent (RFA) after this season, will be due for a 
big raise, but that is because he is well worth it. It would be a 
large package, similar to what the Horvat deal is expected to 
be, but especially with his RFA rights, it could be a very 
smart move for the Hurricanes. 
The Hurricanes are content with their goaltending, and their 
defense seems to be staying as is, so that leaves their 
offense to talk about. They have a lot of effective depth 
options, and won’t want to stir the pot too much in the bottom 
six, narrowing it down to the top six for an option to talk 
about trades with. However, this could all be a moot point, as 
you have to remember the Hurricanes have a record of 26-7-
7 with the roster they have now without Pacioretty. They may 
very well stay with the group they have at this trade deadline 
and save some of their prospects and draft capital. 
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Stars squander early lead, Roope Hintz return in OT loss 

 

Stefan Stevenson 

4–5 minutes 

 

DALLAS – You could almost forgive the Stars. 

After consecutive 4-0 shutout wins and taking an early lead Monday night 
against the Buffalo Sabres at American Airlines Center, they seemed to 
put it in cruise control. Goals, shutouts and wins have come relatively 
easy and often for the Stars, and with a goal less than two minutes into 
Monday’s game, more of the same appeared inevitable. 

The Sabres had other plans. 

Owen Power scored his first goal of the season 56 seconds into OT to 
cap the Sabres’ 3-2 comeback win. 
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The Stars, who earned a point in the loss, dropped to 3-8 in overtime 
games. 

“We’re not winning enough of them, so it comes into play for sure,” Stars 
center Joe Pavelski said. “At the end of the day, we have to make a play 
and find a way to come out on top.” 

Victor Oloffson’s goal in transition gave the Sabres their first lead early in 
the third period. It may have awoken the Stars just in time after sleep-
skating for much of the previous two periods. Leading scorer Jason 
Robertson tied it at 2-2 four minutes later on an assist from Joe Pavelski. 

The Stars’ defense came up big late in regulation, killing a penalty in the 
final three minutes to set up overtime. 

Jamie Benn’s power-play goal 1:48 into the game gave the Stars a quick 
1-0 lead. It’s Benn’s team-high 10th power-play goal. 

Benn’s goal came off an assist from Roope Hintz, who returned to the ice 
after missing seven games with an upper-body injury. Hintz was injured 
during a game on Jan. 8. 

“I didn’t want to overplay him,” DeBoer said. “What a great asset to put 
back on our team.” 

The Stars kept the pressure on goaltender Craig Anderson for the first 10 
minutes, outshooting the Sabres 10-1 in the process. Anderson was up 
to the task. 

But something clicked for Buffalo in the second half of the period, and 
Rasmus Dahlin’s goal tied it at 1-1 with 9:30 remaining in the period. The 
goal seemed to wake up Buffalo, which hadn’t registered its first shot on 
goal until nearly 10 minutes had passed. 

“I loved our start, thought was could be up three or four to nothing in the 
first 10 minutes,” Stars coach Pete DeBoer said. “But you don’t finish 
those [scoring opportunities], and then I think we fell into a little bit of a 
trap, we thought maybe it was going to be easy based on the first 10 
minutes.” 

Dahlin’s goal came moments after a face-off and instigated a reversal in 
shots on goal for the remainder of the period. The Stars’ defense killed 
two penalties in the period, but the Sabres outshot the Stars 8 to 4 in the 
final 10 minutes of the period. 

That continued into the scoreless period, as the Sabres held an 8-7 
shots-on-goal advantage. 

“The middle part of that game – that’s how we played — they were 
hungrier, they won more battles, DeBoer said. 

DeBoer credited Anderson with keeping the Stars out of the net during 
the first 10 minutes. Anderson finished with 29 saves. 

“I think our group knows how to finish,” he said. “I give the goalie credit 
for the first 10 minutes.” 

Marchment lamented the struggles in OT. 

“It’s definitely something we wish went the other way,” Marchment said. “I 
think we need to dial it in a little bit. There’s no worry here.” 

Took It On the Chin: Referee Furman South took a stick to the face less 
than a minute into the second period, and play was briefly stopped. 
Sabres forward Peyton Krebs high-sticked Furman’s chin behind the 
Stars’ net. Furman was bleeding and had to be bandaged up before 
returning. Play resumed with one referee and two linesmen until Furman 
was back on the ice minutes later. 

Dallas Morning News LOADED: 01.24.2023 
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How Stars’ forward lines fared upon Roope Hintz’s return 

 

Saad Yousuf9-12 minutes 24/01/2023 

 

DALLAS — After missing seven games because of an upper-body injury, 
Roope Hintz made his return to the Stars’ lineup in Monday’s 3-2 
overtime loss to the Sabres. Much of the intrigue upon Hintz’s return was 
about how Stars coach Pete DeBoer would manage the lineup. Tyler 
Seguin had played well filling in for Hintz between Jason Robertson and 
Joe Pavelski, but Hintz centering Robertson and Pavelski has been one 
of the most dominant lines in hockey. 

The answer wasn’t so simple. The Stars began the game with Seguin on 
the top line and Hintz centering the second line, but they got a point by 
reuniting Hintz at the top. 

With the forward lines under the spotlight, let’s examine each unit in the 
top nine, along with the penalty kill and power play, where Hintz factors in 
as well. 

Robertson — Seguin — Pavelski 

DeBoer opted to keep Seguin on the top line with Robertson and 
Pavelski to start the game. The trio had been buzzing in recent games, 
ramping up their chemistry and finding ways to score. They had their 
moments against the Sabres, most of them early and some sprinkled in 
the middle. 

One sign of a line clicking is how the passing is between them. Are the 
passes going to the right spots? Are they connecting tape-to-tape with 
minimal fumbling of the puck? This second-period transition opportunity 
is an example of how the line can flow together: 

Unfortunately, there were enough stretches of sustained pressure by this 
combination Monday. It wasn’t glaringly bad, but it also wasn’t standout 
spectacular, as the line has been in some recent games together. 
According to Natural Stat Trick, this line finished with the lowest expected 
goals for and the highest expected goals against on the evening, for a 
team-low expected goals percentage of 36.34 percent. 

When the Stars were pressuring the Sabres, this line did its job. But 
Dallas fell into a lull for the middle frame and needed a line to step up, 
and none of the starting line combinations, including this top line 2.0, 
were able to do it. 

Marchment — Hintz — Gurianov 

With Hintz returning after a two-week absence and Seguin playing well at 
the top line, it made sense to slot Hintz on the second line between 
Mason Marchment and Denis Gurianov. For one, it would help reduce 
Hintz’s minutes, which is something DeBoer wanted to do as he eases 
Hintz back into game action. Secondly, Gurianov had a great game 
Saturday and earned a promotion in the lineup. Third, it reunited a line 
that was the team’s top line in training camp when Robertson was 
holding out and wasn’t with the team. 

Like the top line 2.0, this line also had some good moments. The 
highlight came midway through the second period when, in a 20-second 
window, the trio combined for multiple dangerous scoring opportunities. It 
began with Hintz bringing the puck through the zone, sliding it to 
Gurianov, who fired a cross-ice pass to Marchment, who then found a 
cutting Hintz at the net. 

“It felt good,” Marchment said. “We had a bunch of chances. I could have 
buried a couple, (Gurianov) had a couple of chances, Hintzy had a 
couple. It felt good. We weren’t really trapped in our defensive zone.” 

When the line got stuck in the defensive zone for a hot second early in 
the third period, Marchment made a perfect deep pass to hit a racing 
Gurianov in stride for a good look. 

“It was rolling well,” Marchment said. “But that line, they have really good 
chemistry. Put them back for one shift and they score. You can’t fight 
that.” 

Robertson — Hintz — Pavelski 
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The line Marchment is referring to is the Stars’ classic top line, arguably 
one of the best hockey lines in the world. After the Stars went down 2-1 
early in the third period, DeBoer reunited the trio, hoping to break the 
team out of its funk. Comically, the puck was in the Buffalo net within 
seconds. 

“It just happened,” Pavelski said, laughing. “We needed one and there’s 
a little urgency, for sure. Find the loose puck, get it out to Robo, and he 
did what he’s done all year. He finished it off. It was good to see. It felt 
good.” 

After the game, when DeBoer was asked what led to the decision to 
reunite the line mid-game, he paused and smiled. 

“That’s not brain surgery, is it?” DeBoer said. “We didn’t have much 
going, and those guys tend to get a lot going. It’s that simple.” 

It will be interesting to monitor how DeBoer chooses to roll out his lineup 
in the coming games. The top line with Seguin has been fine, but the way 
it rolls with Hintz in the middle is flat-out dominant. It’s ideal to have 
balanced scoring, but the results when Robertson, Hintz and Pavelski are 
on the ice together are undeniable. They have the sample size and 
production, offensively and defensively, to make it enticing to keep them 
together. 

Benn — Johnston — Dellandrea 

With Hintz back in the fold, Wyatt Johnston’s line went back to being the 
third unit for the Stars, and it was fantastic against Buffalo. This line was 
arguably the most consistent all game, which isn’t terribly surprising 
when considering the individuals’ style of play. They don’t play flashy 
often, but they’re always sound and making the right plays. 

Midway through the first period, they had a rush sequence in which they 
each got a good scoring opportunity, with Jamie Benn getting an extra 
one at the end for good measure. It was a great job by Sabres goaltender 
Craig Anderson to stay strong in the crease and prevent the score. 

Robertson briefly filled in for Benn at left wing after Benn took a shot to 
the back of his leg in an area unprotected by padding. Johnston and 
Robertson played the puck well, as did Ryan Suter, but Robertson’s pass 
to the slot to Ty Dellandrea wasn’t able to connect. 

Power play 

The Stars got only one power-play opportunity against the Sabres, and 
they made the most of it. With Hintz back, the top unit was back together, 
with Miro Heiskanen, Robertson, Hintz, Benn and Pavelski. Twenty-five 
seconds into the man advantage, Pavelski fired a beautiful pass to Hintz, 
who immediately found Benn camped out at the net for an easy tap-in 
goal. 

Penalty kill 

The Stars’ penalty kill flexed its prowess by bookending the game in 
regulation. The banner showing was the kill at the beginning of the game. 
The Stars pounced early, but this would have been Buffalo’s opportunity 
to get back in the game. Instead, the Stars managed to get better looks 
and more opportunities short-handed than the Sabres did with the 
advantage. 

It started with Radek Faksa, who has quietly been having one of his best 
stretches of hockey in recent years. He put on a one-man show to kill 
almost a quarter of the penalty with his persistent work when Buffalo tried 
to enter the zone. 

Then Hintz showed another way he provides immense value to the Stars. 
Not only is he sound defensively and an aggressive killer, but nothing 
gets the home crowd in Dallas off their seats quite like the puck going the 
wrong way for the opposing team with Hintz in hot pursuit. Midway 
through the kill, he collected the puck and played the two-on-one with 
Joel Kiviranta. 

To cap that kill, Kiviranta had another great look on his own. When that 
didn’t go in, Faksa let loose a spinning shot off Kiviranta’s rebound, but 
Anderson was there to stop every attempt. 

The timely kill came at the end of regulation when Robertson’s high-
sticking penalty left the Stars short in the waning minutes and with a 2-2 
score. One of Buffalo’s best chances on that sequence was a cross-ice 
attempt in front of the Stars’ net, but Jani Hakanpää was there to break it 
up. 

Scoring lineup 

This was the lineup to begin the game: 

1G (Robertson) — Seguin — 2A (Pavelski) 

Marchment — 1A (Hintz) — Gurianov 

1G (Benn) — Johnston — Dellandrea 

Kiviranta — Faksa — Glendening 

Heiskanen — Miller 

Lindell — Hakanpää 

Suter — Hanley 

.880 save percentage (Jake Oettinger) 

Nils Lundkvist remained a healthy scratch. DeBoer has shown a 
tendency to ride the hot lineup. The Stars posting a shutout Saturday 
likely played a role in Joel Hanley staying in, but it would seem Lundkvist 
will draw back in soon. 

Three plays 

These are three nonscoring plays that stood out. 

Stickless Suter 

In the second period, Suter found himself having to defend without a 
stick. He did a good job in tough circumstances, making a couple of plays 
and getting the puck back to the neutral zone to get off the ice. 

Dellandrea’s hit 

Dellandrea is never one to shy away from contact, whether he’s 
delivering it or absorbing it. He showed that once again. 

Top line celly 

With Robertson’s tying goal, the celebration circle was restored. 
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San Jose Sharks’ Nikolai Knyzhov starts conditioning loan, nears return 
to games 

 

Curtis Pashelka3-4 minutes 1/23/2023 

 

San Jose Sharks defenseman Nikolai Knyzhov, who hasn’t played a 
game in 20 months due to a litany of injuries and subsequent surgeries, 
is now on a long-term injury conditioning loan with the San Jose 
Barracuda of the AHL. 

Knyzhov, for now, is practicing with the Barracuda as he continues to 
ramp up his strength and conditioning after he had surgery in August to 
repair a torn right Achilles tendon. 

Knyzhov told this news organization last week that he felt he was ready 
to play again. He could potentially dress in AHL games this week, but the 
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organization will not move ahead until everyone is comfortable, a source 
indicated. 

This week, the Barracuda plays Wednesday and Friday in Henderson, 
Nevada, and Saturday in Bakersfield. 

Knyzhov was skating with the Sharks earlier this month and remained in 
San Jose to continue to skate as the NHL team left for an eight-day road 
trip that ends Saturday in Pittsburgh. 

“It just feels like everything’s coming back,” Knyzhov said last week. 
“Being around the guys being in-season, it doesn’t feel like summer 
training. It feels like the games are already going, so you’re trying to get 
into the lineup as fast as you can. 

“I feel like we’ve done a lot in the last few weeks.” 

Knyzhov, whose last game at any level came on May 12, 2021, is on the 
Sharks’ long-term injured reserve list. On a long-term injury conditioning 
loan, a player remains on LTIR and off the team’s 23-man roster, with his 
salary not counting toward the cap. Knyzhov is on a one-year contract 
that carries a cap hit of $850,000. 

In his one full NHL year in 2020-2021, Knyzhov, a left shot, played in all 
56 games and averaged close to 17 minutes of ice time per night for the 
Sharks as he finished the season as Erik Karlsson’s defense partner 
during a challenging 21-28-7 season. 

Since then, Knyzhov, 24, has needed multiple surgeries, including sports 
hernia surgery and others involving his adductor muscles. He also had to 
fight off a bone infection during that time. 

“I don’t really think about it,” Knyzhov said of his injuries. “If I focus on 
that, then it sounds like a negative. What I’m trying to (focus on) is, I’m in 
good shape, I’m competing with the guys and I don’t feel like I missed a 
day.” 

The Sharks lost their first two games on the road trip, falling 5-3 to 
Columbus on Saturday and 4-0 to Boston on Sunday. They play the 
Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday and the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday 
before they face the Penguins on Saturday. 
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San Jose Sharks are No. 17 in 2023 NHL prospect pool rankings 

 

Scott Wheeler20-26 minutes 1/24/2023 

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2023 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on nearly 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 9 to Feb. 8. 

Though the Sharks’ pool ranks three spots lower this year than it did last 
year, it’s stronger on the whole now than it was then and slid only 
because of some bigger additions for other teams in their range. 

The Sharks’ group should produce several NHL forwards (though it 
maybe lacks a true star) and has some unique and interesting prospects 
on defence (though each with some question marks). 

2022 prospect pool rank: No. 14 (change: -3) 

1. William Eklund, C/LW, 20 (San Jose Barracuda) 

Between his draft season and his post-draft campaign, Eklund had some 
weird experiences. A bout of COVID. An appendectomy. Nine games 
with the Sharks out of his first camp. None since. A return to Djurgarden 
in between. And just three goals across 47 games at four different levels. 

This season has marked a return to a more natural path though. At the 
time of writing, Eklund leads the Barracuda through 40 games in assists 
(17) and co-leads in points (28). 

Eklund remains a well-rounded three-zone player who can do a little bit 
of everything offensively (he’s strong and agile below the goal line, he’s a 
capable transporter, and he’s a plus-level finisher, handler and passer) 
and defensively (he supports the play well, takes smart routes to pucks 
and pinches along the wall, and engages effectively in battles to win his 
fair share). This season, that competitiveness has really boiled to the fore 
around a stronger frame (he’s now 5-foot-11 and 180 pounds). 

Eklund’s biggest strength, though, is the way he navigates on the ice. He 
slides in and out of space to get open for his shot (a shot which, despite 
the lack of finishing last year, is a real mid-range threat) and plays the 
give-and-go game effectively. He also makes a lot of small-area plays 
around the net to attack the slot or play a puck into it, with proper timing, 
for a teammate. He’s just a clever problem-solver who knows his game 
and how to play within himself to make something happen from shift to 
shift. 

I have little doubt that he’ll be a second-line forward in the NHL. His floor 
is high that way. Whether he can be a top-three forward on a team 
instead of a fourth-or-fifth best one is probably the question. 

2. Thomas Bordeleau, C, 21 (San Jose Barracuda)  

Bordeleau’s one of several Sharks prospects I was a big fan of ahead of 
the draft and have remained a fan of since. After leading a loaded 
Wolverines team in scoring as a freshman, he played to a point per game 
as a sophomore and impressed me on a late-November trip to Ann Arbor 
and an April one to Boston for Frozen Four last year. He’s also the 
Barracuda’s leading goal-scorer (18) and the other co-leader in points 
(28) through three games. 

That former part of his game has become a real talking point amongst 
scouts who’ve watched him the last two years. He was a pass-first guy at 
the national program and in his freshman year with the Wolverines, but 
he has elevated his competitiveness and looked to attack more for 
himself (he scored on one of the best shots of the summer world juniors 
and has ripped a few with the Barracuda) as he has got older. 

He has also started to earn a lot of praise for the details of his game, 
something that was a real work in progress at the program. His habits off 
of the puck, commitment to the fight and faceoffs (which he excels at 
taking both ways) have all become assets. 

Bordeleau’s crafty and unpredictable. His reflexes and dexterity (catching 
passes in his feet to his stick seamlessly, etc.) get high marks. And while 
he can also force it a little, I don’t think that should be discouraged in 
high-skill players. He has also worked hard to keep himself more and 
more involved in the play over the years. Bordeleau’s game blends a 
puck-dominant, play-driving style with problem-solving skill and excellent 
east-west peripheral vision. And despite his 5-foot-9 frame, I wouldn’t call 
him tiny and he has proven he can handle physical engagements and 
bumps just fine in the AHL. He also shields and protects the puck so well 
for a smaller player, especially leaning into guys with one hand on his 
stick. He’s a deceptive player who projects as a middle-six piece who can 
play on a power-play unit at his ceiling. 

3. Filip Bystedt, C, 18 (Linkoping HC) 

Bystedt is a big boy who moves well (especially when he builds a head of 
steam through the neutral zone) and thrives in puck control, with the 
skills of protection out wide to his body that you expect in a player his 
size, but also the propensity to pull and drag pucks through his feet. 
Those tools make him noticeable and intriguing by default. When he’s 
carrying pucks and looking to attack, he’s a lot to handle. He stays 
around it, he goes to the front of the net, he involves himself physically, 
and he has become a much more consistent game-to-game, shift-to-shift 
player this year. There were times last year, in viewings across the J20, 
SHL and U18 worlds, where he played a different style in each and 
seemed to have a bit of an identity crisis happening. This year I think he 
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has found himself in the SHL as a driver who uses his finesse, skill and 
skating where required instead of out of necessity. He has been the most 
consistent forward prospect not named Marco Kasper and Leo Carlsson 
in the SHL this season. There’s more than meets the eye with his game 
offensively, too. He’s got some real dexterity. He projects as a good third-
line centre for me. 

4. Ryan Merkley, RHD, 22 (San Jose Barracuda/San Jose Sharks) 

My understanding is that Merkley’s trade request has more to do with 
finding an opportunity elsewhere that the Sharks just haven’t felt 
comfortable giving to the player, and that it’s not about some of the 
character/attitude questions that followed Merkley for years in junior. The 
Sharks just haven’t seen a fit for the player, not the kid. And there may 
not be a fit for the player, who struggles defensively despite having 
worked hard to cut down on his risk-taking — and whose highly-skilled 
offensive game hasn’t translated at NHL pace to date. I still think there’s 
an outcome where it all comes together for him and he becomes a 
passable five-on-five defender who produces on a power play and finds 
ways to create offence at even strength though. And on the small chance 
that that becomes a reality for him somewhere else, I think this is about 
where he belongs on the list still (though I did think about ranking him a 
couple of slots lower). 

His playmaking and ingenuity have really flashed at the AHL level at 
times (though not as consistently as you’d hope for) and he has begun 
the process of proving he can show restraint (both with his game and his 
approach/attitude). He’s always going to be among the most creative and 
talented on-puck, passing defencemen in the sport. He identifies and 
executes plays that few see. He’s got an expert touch and a fearless 
approach. Concerns over other hockey euphemisms of “compete,” and 
“effort,” and “attitude,” and “body language” have all come a long way 
even if they’re still not perfect (I think he’s always going to run a little hot). 
He cheats less than he used to. He’s always going to come with some 
give and take. He’s not all that strong to begin with, so even when his 
effort level is there he’s not going to be a super reliable player in man-on-
man situations. He’s not a plus-level skater in terms of power, either. But 
his ability to escape pressure, transition the puck, and then slice teams 
up in the offensive zone are all A-level. We’ll see. 

5. Cam Lund, C/RW, 18 (Northeastern University) 

A bright spot on a Huskies team that has some warts, Lund has stepped 
right into college hockey as a freshman and played the same game he 
stepped right into the USHL as a rookie in his draft year last year. Lund 
tends to be pretty well-liked around the sport for his pro-style game. He’s 
a pass-and-shot threat who will take what’s available for himself but 
simplify and play off of his teammates where needed, too. He pushes 
tempo with plus-level skating, plays with a purpose, works to get pucks 
back, and then has enough skill to make things happen between checks 
and races. He’s a strong, powerful 6-foot-2 player who thrives in 
transition skating pucks, hunting on the forecheck, turning defenders, and 
creating breakaways. Considering his summer birthday and relative 
inexperience before the last two seasons, he had a pretty impressive 
progression. 

Here’s Northeastern head coach Jerry Keefe from a recent chat: “Big 
time skater. He has high, high-end speed. When he works against a bad 
gap, he’s a really tough guy to defend. He shoots the puck really well. 
And he’s a skilled kid. He has been a little bit unlucky this year. But he’s 
a dangerous player, he’s always a threat, and I like his overall game — 
he’s getting better and better. He’s got underrated toughness, when he 
finishes his checks he can run right through you. So he can bring a lot of 
different elements. It’s not just his scoring game. I like his ability to 
forecheck with his speed.” 

And here’s Pat Mikesch, who was his head coach with Green Bay in his 
draft year: “Lundy’s really physically gifted. He’s got extreme power in his 
legs and he can just riffle a puck. Lundy’s definitely that raw athlete. I 
always compared him to Charlie Coyle — just physically advanced for a 
young player and then learning the game quickly to go along with it.” 

6. Mattias Hävelid, RHD, 18 (Linkoping HC) 

Hävelid’s a 5-foot-9 defender whose defensive game doesn’t come with 
the deficiencies that you might expect it would. He’s proficient at 
everything, the kind of player who knows who he is, plays within himself, 
and always looks like the game is being played in front of him. He plays 
tight gaps, he’s confident in control, he’s got great poise on both sides of 
the puck, and everything is executed cleanly and decisively. He knows 
when to pick his spots to attack and then has the tools (including a great 
wrister) to make things happen. He never looks like he’s scrambling or 
having to think out there. He’s a well-rounded, effective and ultimately 
impactful defenceman. I don’t think he’s a defenceman that coaches are 
going to see as small. After getting injured just a couple of weeks into this 
season, Havelid jumped right back into the SHL without returning to 
junior when he returned in early January and has played 16-19 minutes a 
night in recent games, a testament to the trust he has at an early age. 

7. Tristen Robins, C/RW, 21 (San Jose Barracuda) 

Robins plays the game the way a versatile forward should in today’s 
game. He’s deceptive, using fakes and stutters to bait defenders to trick 
goalies. His focus as a shooter is on disguising his release point and 
hitting a spot in the net rather than trying to rip pucks in, with control and 
shapeshifting taking precedence over power. He’s also an athlete, the 
kind of kid who is stronger than he looks and able to fight through checks 
to keep sequences alive. His play without the puck defensively has also 
always earned some love from scouts. He’ll block shots, he’ll use up all 
of his energy in a shift on a pivotal footrace, and he reads the play in 
front of him to break up passes. I think he’s got an all-situations upside 
and a real chance at reaching it as a contributing third-line piece down 
the line (though I do think there’s an outcome where he becomes more of 
a fringe guy). 

8. Daniil Gushchin, RW/LW, 20 (San Jose Barracuda) 

After two seasons as one of the top forwards in the USHL, Guschin 
became one of the top forwards in the OHL in his one and only season in 
the league before turning pro last season, outscoring his nearest 
teammate by 22 goals and 27 points on a poor Niagara team. This 
season, he leads the Barracuda in shots on goal as a rookie as well. 

The 5-foot-10 winger plays an up-tempo, feet-moving game that buzzes 
from one play to the next while manufacturing offence. I’ve also been 
particularly impressed by how threatening he has been off the rush the 
last two seasons (because he has always been impactful inside the 
offensive zone, so it has added another element). He’s also an effective 
forechecker for his size who wins races, fights for his lanes, gets under 
sticks, and then makes quick, aggressive plays with the puck when he 
gets possession. He manufactures offence shift-to-shift with his ability to 
knife through seams, get to the net, and play in bursts with his impressive 
footwork and acceleration from a standstill. The fear with Gushchin has 
less to do with any one skill that will hinder him than it has to do with the 
general difficulty in projecting players his size to the NHL when they don’t 
have first-round notoriety (rightly or wrongly). Personally, I think he’s got 
the tools to become a top AHL player, earn an NHL opportunity, and then 
eventually stick as a contributing top-nine piece who can play on PP2. 
There’s some risk in that projection though. 

9. Ozzy Wiesblatt, RW, 20 (San Jose Barracuda) 

Wiesblatt is a well-rounded three-zone player. And while his counting 
stats haven’t popped the last two seasons, he was still the most 
productive forward on one of the WHL’s worst teams last year. Despite 
his first-round selection, though, I’ve typically been a little lower on him 
than most (and certainly lower on him than some of the Sharks prospects 
taken after him in 2020 when he was picked 31st). Still, and though he’s 
just 5-foot-10, Wiesblatt is a deceptively strong forward who can keep 
plays alive with a low centre of gravity and the soft-area skill needed to 
play through checks and escape pressure with control in tight spaces. 
That skill complements a quick release and a heady playmaking style to 
allow him to play as the focal point on a line or navigate away from 
talented players as more of a give-and-go type. My concern is that he 
lacks dynamism, which will limit him as more of a complementary third-
best player on an NHL line than a driver or natural creator. He’s got a 
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chance to become a player, but it’s going to take some time and I don’t 
expect that player will be an impact one. 

10. Brandon Coe, RW, 21 (San Jose Barracuda) 

After an unbelievable 121-points-in-74-games season to finish his OHL 
career last year, Coe has played in a depth role behind the higher-skilled 
players on this list to start his pro career, generating shots and points at a 
low rate and not playing on either power play unit. 

There is belief though, that he’ll step up when those guys begin to get 
NHL opportunities. His size-skill combination has intrigued scouts since 
his draft-year growth spurt. Coe is a 6-foot-4, 190-pound winger with 
surprising skill and poise who doesn’t lose either of those things when 
the play breaks down or he’s moving at top speed (though he has 
struggled to get to his spots at pro pace). He’s a heady puck protector 
with good speed (for his size) and smart instincts. He’s also really 
comfortable in traffic for a player his size. Despite his slow start in the 
AHL, there’s reason for optimism about his NHL upside as a potential 
bottom-six forward someday. He was always going to be more of a long-
term project. 

11. Alex Young, C, 21 (Colgate University) 

Colgate’s most dangerous forward for my money in all three of his 
college seasons (he finished tied for first in his freshman year, one point 
back of his big brother in his sophomore year, and sits tied for first at the 
moment as a junior), Young has followed an excellent Jr. A career by 
rising to point per game at the NCAA level. 

He is, by all accounts, a great kid. He’s also a heady finesse player who 
makes plays happen in the offensive zone, blending playmaking feel with 
a great release (I argued his goal totals didn’t do his threatening game 
justice in his first two college seasons but they’ve been more reflective 
this year) to thrive with the puck on his stick and weave through lanes 
with his slick hands off of lateral cuts. He’s also a committed off-puck 
player who involves himself in the action. Average pace and average size 
raise questions about his ultimate upside but his work ethic and 
tenaciousness should help him get as far as his game will take him and 
he’s got skill. I expect he’ll get signed when he’s done in college, if not by 
the Sharks then by someone else, even though Colgate doesn’t have a 
great history of producing NHL players. 

Here’s that quick release I talked about from a two-goal first-period 
against Maine earlier in the year. 

The first is while moving in transition, with no visible drawback before he 
lets it go and surprises the goalie: 

The second is from his spot at the right-wing circle on the power play: 

12. Gannon Laroque, RHD, 19 (Victoria Royals) 

Laroque’s a player who, I must admit, I didn’t spend much time watching 
until last year because his statistical profile didn’t appear to warrant it. 
But when the Sharks didn’t just draft him but drafted him in the fourth 
round and then he followed that up to become one of the more 
productive defensemen in the WHL, he demanded my attention 
(especially as a 6-foot-2 righty). Then he missed several months to start 
this season due to an undisclosed lower-body injury he picked up in the 
offseason. And while he has only played a handful of games since 
returning to the Royals (as their captain!), I made sure to review them for 
this piece and he looked great. 

Laroque is an active, athletically gifted, mobile transitional defender who 
looks to use his skating to play an aggressive style against the rush and 
join it. He’ll make the occasional mistake when his reads and timing are 
off trying to overcompensate physically, but he plays hard and he’s got 
some tools. He wants to dictate terms and impact play and he’s capable 
of doing both at the junior level. He looks to take space off the line for a 
hard wrister and slapshot. There are questions about whether he’s quite 
talented enough to play that same style at the pro level, but he’s signed 
and they’re going to give him a look in the AHL when he’s done in the 
WHL. 

Here’s that aggression off the line I talked about. He’s not looking to walk 
across the line, he’s looking to move off of it wherever possible. 

13. Magnus Chrona, G, 22 (University of Denver) 

Chrona’s a 6-foot-5, 215-pound goalie whose numbers (.913 across four 
seasons in college) are just good enough to warrant a contract with a 
team that’s willing to work with his size to continue to refine the rest. I 
don’t honestly think he’s particularly controlled, or particularly compact, or 
particularly quick, or particularly explosive. I think his tools beyond the 
size are frankly just OK. But there are plenty of goalies in the NHL who 
are less talented than their smaller peers and still stop just as many 
pucks. He has also played in big games, rose to the moment to backstop 
the Pioneers to a national title last year, and does have some standout 
tools beyond his frame, led by superb tracking (he fights through traffic 
and anticipates play beautifully). He has also developed some real power 
to his pushes and holds so that when he moves to his spots, he can jam 
on the breaks in preparation for shots. 

14. Jake Furlong, LHD, 18 (Halifax Mooseheads) 

One of the top prospects in Eastern Canada growing up, Furlong for a 
long time considered going the college route before being pulled to 
Halifax. In his draft year, his second with Halifax, he played huge minutes 
(which finished with an astounding 48-minute night in Halifax’s triple 
overtime loss in Game 4 of their first-round series against Acadie-
Bathurst) as arguably the team’s top defenceman, playing ahead of older 
Flames third-rounder Cameron Whynot. This year, he has continued to 
play a leading role on a strong Mooseheads team. 

Furlong is a steady, rock-solid, all-situations two-way defender who 
makes a clean first pass and plays the game with the maturity and 
intention players typically find later in their careers. He knows what he is 
and he plays his game to be effective and consistent. He’s not going to 
walk through traffic or pull you out of your seat but he manages the blue 
line competently, he can beat the first forechecker (whether that’s to side-
step pressure and headman the puck in his own zone, or beat the first 
guy off the line into a shot or seam pass), and his head is always on a 
swivel. I could absolutely see him becoming a third-pairing guy at the 
next level eventually. 

15. Santeri Hatakka, LHD, 22 (San Jose Barracuda)  

Hatakka’s one of those players who has found a coach that likes him and 
a quiet effectiveness that works for him at every level he has ever played 
at. I didn’t use to feel like he had the talent and the processing power 
needed to keep up with the game when his team had the puck — 
certainly not enough to earn the NHL opportunity he did last season at 20 
years old. But his increased willingness to activate off of the line has 
shown that even though he’s not making plays that lead directly to goals, 
he’s often keeping pucks in, making the next smart play, and helping to 
extend offensive zone sequences in his own way. He’s a high floor, low 
ceiling player who will be a good AHLer and fine NHL depth throughout 
his career, even if he’s probably more of a No. 8 or No. 9 who serves as 
injury filler than the No. 6 or No. 7 that spends the season with the team. 
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When could Sharks call up their top prospects? The All-Barracuda 
mailbag 

 

Corey Masisak11-14 minutes 1/23/2023 

 

It’s been a busy week for roster management down a level with the San 
Jose Barracuda. 

The Sharks traded Jasper Weatherby on Wednesday to the Red Wings 
for AHL veteran Kyle Criscuolo. The Barracuda also traded one of the 
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players on an AHL contract, Patrick McGrath, to Grand Rapids for future 
considerations. 

And the Sharks announced Monday that defenseman Nikolai Knyzhov 
has joined the Barracuda on a long-term injury conditioning loan. 

Trading Weatherby, who played 50 games for the Sharks last season, for 
a 30-year-old AHL vet, is another data point for what happens sometimes 
when there is a transition of power for an NHL franchise. 

Sometimes, the new regime just doesn’t value players, young or old, the 
same way as the previous one. The Sharks had 18 rookies appear in at 
least one game for them last season. 

Weatherby’s trade means that seven of them are no longer with the 
organization (eight, if we count Sasha Chmelevski deciding to play in the 
KHL this year, though the Sharks still retain his rights). Given that Ryan 
Merkley has requested a trade, he could be the next one out the door. 

Only three of those 18 players have appeared in a game for the Sharks 
in 2022-23 — Jonah Gadjovich and Kaapo Kahkonen have been on the 
roster all season, and Jeffrey Viel came up for one game. That’s not to 
say Mike Grier and his staff don’t like the players the previous regime left 
them, but they are committed to a more patient development plan, even 
for the top guys like William Eklund and Thomas Bordeleau. 

Our readers had a bunch of Barracuda-specific questions in our last call 
for mailbag queries, so we’re going to dig into some of them today. 

Note: Submitted questions may be edited for clarity and style. 

It appears the team is committed early this season to keeping the core 
prospects in the AHL together and then bringing up the AHL vets to fill 
the gaps. At what point does that policy change? – Russell A. 

Will we see Eklund and Bordeleau called up? Wouldn’t it be smart to 
allow them to gain some experience at the NHL level? – Derrick S. 

If there is a mini sell-off at the deadline, which if any prospects from the 
‘Cuda could get some run at the NHL level in March and April? *Crossing 
fingers to have something to look forward to going to The Tank for* – 
Kyle B. 

The Sharks have decided to recall older forwards when a short-term 
need arose — AHL veteran C.J. Seuss and Viel (who is 25) have both 
spent some time with the big club. They have used a younger guy, Nick 
Cicek, on defense, but that’s partially because the organization has less 
depth at the position (and both levels have dealt with injury issues on the 
blue line). 

Here’s what Grier said about keeping the kids in the AHL to this point: 

“I’m happy with those guys (Eklund and Bordeleau). They all went down 
there with specific things that we want them to work on to be successful 
at the NHL level and to those guys’ credit none of them have complained 
one bit. They’ve all gone down there and put their heads down and 
worked. They put in time before practice, after practice. I think they take 
to heart what we’ve told them. I think (Barracuda coach John McCarthy) 
and his staff have done a really good job down there keeping things 
positive even when they went through their losing streak. I think they’re 
all making strides, and I’m happy with their progression. You can throw in 
(Daniil) Gushchin and (Brandon) Coe and (Tristen) Robbins and even 
(Artemi Kniazev). Those guys are finding their way first year pro and 
they’re doing well.” 

I suspect they will remain with the Barracuda until the Sharks create 
some roster openings. I expect Bordeleau and Eklund to get some 
games with the big club after some trades are made. The Sharks are 
carrying 14 forwards, but it’s feasible that three or four of them could be 
traded. 

Robins and Gushchin could also get called up, even if it’s just for a 
couple games as a reward for the work they’ve put in this season. 
Kniazev could also get a look, but Knyzhov being close to returning could 
put one more person in front of him. 

What specific skills does the organization want each of our top forward 
prospects (Eklund, Bordeleau, Gushchin, Robins, etc.) to work on? I 
know they’re keeping them in the AHL to get more seasoning, but on 
what part of their games? – Carl K. 

Grier was asked specifically about what Eklund and Bordeleau are 
working on: 

“Well, I think they’re both gifted offensive players, so I think they both 
have to learn the value of the other side of the puck and puck 
management, things like that. It’s kind of becoming a more well-rounded 
player. It’s like most (young players), they’ve all been the best player on 
their team their whole lives and probably have been able to get away with 
not having defensive details or being asked to do certain things. In the 
NHL, you’ve got to know to punt sometimes, or make the smart play. 
These are guys who have had the puck on their stick their whole lives. 
It’s not an easy thing to do, but I think they’re learning.” 

Bordeleau and Eklund have combined for 29 goals — 14 of them are on 
the power play. I’ve seen six or seven of their games in person, and I 
pretty much only watch the prospects when I’m there. 

My summation of their season so far is they look great on the power play, 
particularly the chemistry they’ve formed together. And … they definitely 
struggle to make a consistent impact at even strength. Some nights have 
been better than others, but in at least three or four of the games, it’s 
been a struggle at five-on-five. 

Some of that could be the team’s struggles as a whole — in particular, 
the defense corps has been riddled with injury and Merkley has not had 
the impact he should. They spend a lot of time chasing the puck. 

Robins is pretty similar to them. He’s a smaller guy who has looked good 
when he has time and space but also goes long stretches without 
impacting the game much at five-on-five. 

Multiple scouts have praised the overall potential of those three guys, but 
also started a sentence with, ”But …” and then discussed how they are 
just OK or average when it’s five-on-five. 

Gushchin has an obvious NHL skill — he can really shoot it. But he also 
needs more work on the rest of his game. His ability to wire a wrist shot 
is valuable, but it won’t help him stick in the NHL if he can’t get open to 
use it or if he hurts his team’s ability to control the puck. 

What is going on with Ozzy Wiesblatt? – Michael B. 

Any insight into why Coe and Wiesblatt seem to be struggling so much 
on the stat sheet? – Carl K. 

Wiesblatt has played in 19 of the team’s 40 games. His WHL rights were 
traded recently, which led to some speculation that San Jose could send 
him back to junior to get more regular playing time. 

The Sharks ultimately decided against it. Grier said that Weisblatt did not 
ask to go/want to go. Both Grier and McCarthy have alluded to the 
“development plan” for Weisblatt. He’s not playing a lot for the 
Barracuda, but the organization has pretty clearly decided that they value 
his time at practice (and in the gym) with the Barracuda over sending him 
to the ECHL or the WHL. 

Wiesblatt doesn’t project as a top-line/top-six kind of player right now. 
That doesn’t mean he couldn’t get there, but if he does it will be as the 
hard-nosed, worker-bee type who digs pucks out of the corner and 
forechecks for his linemates. His willingness to get involved in physical 
play is unquestioned, but he’s also a smaller guy who needs to build up 
his body if he’s going to play in those spaces and stay healthy/make an 
impact. 

Coe is a tantalizing prospect. His size, and skating ability at that size, are 
going to earn him a lot of chances to prove the rest of his game can play 
at the NHL level. He hasn’t been productive in his first AHL season. He 
has the same struggles to make an impact away from special teams as 
Bordeleau and Eklund, but he’s also not making the same ‘wow’ plays 
that they show sometimes. 
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Looking at where the Barracuda are and how their players have been 
playing (which isn’t well), is there reason to believe the development 
team isn’t doing a good job? We’ve said for a while now that the Sharks’ 
“kitchen was bare” but maybe the problem is we’re lacking good cooks? 
– Jason B. 

This ties into the Coe/Wiesblatt concerns, but the first part of the answer 
is simple — Grier’s development team has been in place for like six 
months. A couple of them have been here for even less time. 

It’s way too early to make any sort of big-picture judgements on their 
work. That the Sharks have expanded their player development team 
and put more of an emphasis on it since Grier took over is a positive. It’s 
also the first year as AHL coaches for McCarthy and his assistants. 

It’s also too early to be too worried about any of the players in their first 
year with the Barracuda. It’s going to take some players more than 20-40 
games to adjust to that level. 

The development team is going to have a lot of time to work with some of 
the 2022 draft picks — Grier mentioned that an expanded team was on 
his mind at the draft, even if he hadn’t hired them yet. The Sharks have 
several players who are going to need several years of work to get to the 
NHL instead of selecting a bunch of Canadian junior guys who are forced 
into a shorter development window. 

The Sharks built a new arena for the Barracuda, yet it’s always empty. 
Where did they go wrong? – Patrick S. 

The Sharks are last in the AHL in attendance right now, at 2,078 per 
game, according to HockeyDB. It’s also the second-smallest in the 
league by capacity. 

Bridgeport and Belleville have the second- and third-lowest average 
attendance figures. Those two teams are in last place in their divisions. 
Calgary is another team that moved its AHL club to its city, and the 
Wranglers are among the lowest in attendance as well. 

A simple response is the Barracuda need to win. Not necessarily every 
year, but specifically one deep playoff run in the new building would likely 
help bolster the team’s consistent fan base. 

Attendance is a challenge for like 90 percent of minor-league hockey 
teams. Very few have a built-in audience like the Hershey Bears or 
Grand Rapids Griffins do. A lot of them deal with ebbs and flows — 
basically, there are going to be nights when attendance is low, so they 
use promotions to try to fill the building. 

The Barracuda just had 3,108 for the game Friday night, with a big 
promotion tied to it (Bay Country Night, with a postgame concert). They 
also had 2,919 on Jan. 14 without a big promotion, but just 796 for a 
Wednesday game earlier in the month. 

There wasn’t much of a built-in base of fans before this season in part 
because the team hasn’t been that successful and didn’t have many 
prospects to get excited about. The prospects are there this season, but 
building up awareness about the new arena is still a work in progress. 

It will be interesting to see how the organization’s marketing of the 
Barracuda evolves. Will there be different, or more promotional nights to 
help ticket sales? Are there other ways to connect Sharks fans to the 
Barracuda (like those trading cards at SAP Center earlier this month)? 

The organization didn’t move the team back to San Jose or build the new 
arena to make a lot of money off ticket sales. The other benefits of 
having the AHL team down the hall from the NHL team on practice days 
are pretty obvious. 

But I’m sure they’d also like to get to the point where they are getting 
3,000-plus on a more regular basis. It’s a great small arena, and I’m sure 
it will be a fun atmosphere for playoff games if they are well-attended. 
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Ask Steven Lorentz Anything (+) 

 

Sheng Peng2-3 minutes 1/23/2023 

 

What do you want to know about Steven Lorentz? 

San Jose Hockey Now subscribers, ask away! 

The gregarious forward, who has provided consistent forechecking 
energy for the San Jose Sharks all season, will take your questions in a 
special SJHN subscriber Q&A. 

If you’re a SJHN subscriber, just drop your questions in the comments 
here — and I’ll ask Steven as many of your questions as I can. Let’s try 
to get all questions in by THIS Thursday morning. 

If you’re not subscribing to San Jose Hockey Now yet, the annual price is 
just $29.99. A monthly SJHN subscription is just $3.49. 

If I may say, that’s a bargain price for the most complete San Jose 
Sharks coverage around: You won’t find more Sharks coverage 
elsewhere, including on-site coverage of Sharks road games and regular 
Barracuda coverage. 

If it’s San Jose Sharks, you’re going to find it here. 

Finally, last but certainly not least: Thanks to those of you who have been 
subscribing to San Jose Hockey Now and/or contributing to my Travel 
Tip Jar. 

This exclusive Q&A is for you. 
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SOURCE: Knyzhov Will Debut for Barracuda This Wednesday 

 

Sheng Peng2-2 minutes 1/23/2023 

 

Nikolai Knyzhov is taking another big step back to the San Jose Sharks. 

Today, the Sharks assigned Knyzhov to the San Jose Barracuda on a 
conditioning loan. Per the CBA, this loan will last, at most, two weeks. 

The Barracuda play five games over the next two weeks, starting on Jan. 
25 in Henderson. They also have a Jan. 27 tilt in Henderson and a Jan. 
28 contest in Bakersfield. On Feb. 3 and Feb. 4, the Abbotsford Canucks 
come to Tech CU Arena. 

Per a source, Knyzhov will make his season debut on Jan. 25. 

After Knyzhov completes his conditioning assignment, we’ll see if he’s 
ready for NHL action again. The San Jose Sharks’ first game after their 
All-Star and bye week is Feb. 7 in Tampa Bay. 

Will Knyzhov be ready for that? 

Considering that it has been 20 months since Knyzhov’s last game – he’s 
dealt with hernia surgery, an infection from that surgery, groin surgery, 
and a torn Achilles since then – the San Jose Sharks and Knyzhov will 
likely err on the side of caution before his return to NHL action. 

However you slice it though, this conditioning assignment and return to 
play for the Barracuda is a good sign that Knyzhov’s recovery is on track. 

In late December, a source indicated to San Jose Hockey Now that the 
target date for Knyzhov’s return was late January or February, and it 
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appears that the 24-year-old defenseman could very well meet that 
timeline. 
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Bruins defensemen got the message and are getting on the scoreboard 

 

By Frank Dell'Apa,Updated January 23, 2023, 1:18 p.m. 

 

Most of Jim Montgomery’s messages have been sinking in as the Bruins 
have compiled a 37-5-4 record in his first season as coach. But the one 
about the team’s defensemen getting involved in the offense might not 
have gotten through until recently. 

In fact, Charlie McAvoy dates the blue liners’ commitment to going for the 
net to the morning skate before a Jan. 12 game against the Seattle 
Kraken. 

“Their D corps were first in the league in goals scored,” McAvoy said. 
“That kind of got us wondering like, ‘Where are we in that?’ We started 
picking numbers, how many we [scored] this year and trying to add it up 
and it was kind of ‘Let’s try and be dangerous when we can. And let’s try 
and contribute.’ Everyone has it in their game. 

“And it really means a lot to the team and to the forwards when we’re 
able to contribute. Good things happen.” 

Nothing clicked that day, as the Bruins lost, 3-0, to the Kraken. But 
Bruins defensemen have found the range in each contest since, 
launching the team on a five-game winning streak heading into 
Tuesday’s visit to Montreal. 

“It’s been nice to see everyone getting involved and scoring goals,” 
McAvoy said after producing a goal and assist in a 4-0 win over the San 
Jose Sharks Sunday. 

Hampus Lindholm gave the Bruins the lead and McAvoy upped it with a 
solo move, splitting Erik Karlsson and Timo Meier. 

“I got a little lucky,” McAvoy said. “It ended up going off my shin pad and 
back to me. But I thought they were kind of flat-footed and I had some 
speed, so I thought I would try to wiggle through there, and it worked 
out.” 

Lindholm got everything started with a wrister, finishing after Brad 
Marchand’s successful attempt at skating rings around the Sharks in the 
opening period. McAvoy then took a David Pastrnak layoff and made a 
dizzying move or two before making it 2-0 against the team of his former 
coach at Boston University, David Quinn, at 4:08 of the second period. 

“I wasn’t trying to one-up [Lindholm],” McAvoy said. “He had a sick goal 
and he’s a really special player. Like I said, got a little lucky with it 
bouncing back up there.” 

The D scoring streak started with Matt Grzelcyk converting against 
Toronto and Philadelphia. On a New York road trip, it was McAvoy and 
Derek Forbort against the Islanders and Connor Clifton against the 
Rangers. 

“You’re seeing it from our back end as a whole, the way they’ve jumped 
into plays,” Nick Foligno said. “They’ve kind of made it a four-man front 
instead of a three-man front, and even a five-man front sometimes. And 
they’re so responsible at both ends, it’s made it so much more 
dangerous. 

“Those guys are so capable. When Charlie starts a move, he can create 
a lot and score as well. These guys have a ton of skill back there and 
they just can showcase it now. They’re so committed on the defensive 
side, it’s a privilege to have those guys behind us.” 

McAvoy, who missed the early part of the season recovering from 
shoulder surgery, upped his totals to four goals and 25 assists. Last year, 
McAvoy compiled a career-high 56 points (10 goals, 46 assists). 

Asked about his part in the D scoring spree, McAvoy replied: “Are you 
kidding? Scoring goals is the funnest thing in the game. It takes you back 
when you were a mini-mite. 

“It doesn’t matter If you’re 5 years old or 25, scoring goals is fun. So it’s 
nice when everyone is scoring goals. it really comes back to game 
planning and our O-zone strategy, where we can get into it, and it’s up to 
us to use our instincts.” 

The Bruins recalled forward Marc McLaughlin from Providence for a road 
trip that will include stops in Montreal, Tampa Bay (Thursday), Florida 
(Saturday), Carolina (Sunday), and Toronto (Feb. 1). McLaughlin, a 
former Boston College star and US Olympian from North Billerica via 
Cushing Academy, converted for the Bruins in his NHL debut and totaled 
three goals in 11 games last season. 
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Bruins notebook: B’s juggernaut hits the road 

 

Steve Conroy6-7 minutes 23/01/2023 

 

The first half of the Bruins’ season has not only exceeded the 
expectations of even the most optimistic fans, it has been trending 
toward the historic. 

Out of a possible 92 points, the B’s have hauled in 78. With 36 games left 
, they would need to capture 54 of a possible 72 points to match the 
1976-77 Montreal Canadiens’ record output of 132 points (though that 
Habs team that haunted many a Bruin fan did it in an 80-game season). 
And who’s to say they won’t do it? 

That, of course, is not the end goal of this team. They have reached the 
Stanley Cup-or-bust echelon. And many B’s fans understandably cringe 
whenever lofty regular season marks are discussed. Too many January 
lions have gotten de-fanged when warmer weather arrives. 

But, going into Monday’s games, they had a 14-point lead over Toronto 
for the Atlantic Division, a 12-point cushion over Carolina for the Eastern 
Conference lead and whopping 15-point gap over Dallas for the 
Presidents Trophy and home ice advantage throughout the playoffs. 
Some motivation may be needed in the second half. 

Now should a David Krejci or Patrice Bergeron be playing in the second 
half of a back-to-back in early April just to go for the record? Of course 
not. But it would not hurt this team to have some goalposts and 
milestones off in the distance to maintain its lofty standards. 

So far, though, the internal motivation has worked well for them. If they 
are not head and shoulders above the rest of the NHL in pure talent, the 
B’s burning desire to win every single game is in a class by itself. Add the 
veteran leadership that has kept the rudder steady and what you have is 
a team that’s as unique as any team we’ve seen here, in any sport. And 
that’s saying something. 

“I think the calmness with which we compete on this team, there’s not 
much that really rattles this group, which is a compliment to every guy. 
And just the way we handle ourselves every night, every day in practice, 
there’s just such a hunger to get better in here,” said Nick Foligno after 
the B’s 4-0 drubbing of San Jose on Sunday. “That’s the biggest thing 
I’ve seen. Every single guy wants to get better. They don’t want to be the 
guy that lets the team down, from not doing the little bit extra or 
committing themselves completely to what we’re doing here. That part? 
There’s not a lot of trying to pull a guy into the fight anymore. Even when 
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I got here last year, there was such a commitment. And I think it’s been 
magnified that much more with what’s going on here. We feel like we’re 
doing something special. I know you guys have heard that and we talked 
about that a lot, but we really feel that. There’s a lot of storylines, there’s 
a lot of things going on here. This is a really fun group and we care 
deeply about each other and we want to make this special year.” 

We will very soon get a better idea if they are to catch the ’76-77 Habs 
(and to be clear, that hasn’t really become a talking point yet in the room 
just yet, at least not publicly.) The B’s start a tough five-game road trip on 
Tuesday, fittingly, in Montreal, then will play in Tampa Bay, Sunrise, 
Carolina and finally Toronto before the All-Star break. And between now 
and the end of February, the B’s play just three home games, where they 
are 22-1-3, and 11 games on the road. They’re a not-too-shabby 15-4-1 
away from Causeway Street, but life on the road presents different 
challenges. 

Bring it on, said Foligno. 

“We’re going to get every team’s best and we’re expecting every team’s 
best,” said Foligno. “And that’s a compliment. It’s not something to be 
worried about. It’s a compliment to what we’re doing here and the type of 
team we are. If you’re a good team, you’re going to get every team’s 
best. We like that challenge and what it does to our group and how it 
engages us right away. And I think you’re seeing that in our guys. We’re 
a hyper-competitive team. We want to win every single time we step on 
the ice and we like the challenge.” 

Hitting the road provides an opportunity for the team to jell even more, if 
that’s possible. 

“We get to become road warriors,” said Foligno. “It’s a great opportunity 
to hunker down and go into other team’s buildings, them knowing who we 
are and us having an opportunity to show ’em our best. That’s the 
motivation – to try to get to our best every single game. It’s worked for us 
so far.” 

McLaughlin gets call 

The B’s brought up center/wing Marc McLaughlin, who had a strong 
training camp but started his year slowly in Providence. He has come on 
recently. He’s got 7-10-17 totals in 39 games, but 3-4-7 in his last five in 
the AHL. How and if the B’s plan to use him is to be determined, but one 
would think Joona Koppanen earned another look off his performance in 
the B’s 4-0 win over San Jose. He picked up his first NHL assist, dished 
out four hits and won seven-of-nine draws in 13:35 of ice time. 

“Koppanen I thought was very, very visible as far as having a big impact 
on our win,” said coach Jim Montgomery after the game. 

Hall stalled 

It seems crazy with how noticeable he’s been with his skating lately, not 
to mention the fact that he’s now on the first power play unit, but Taylor 
Hall hits the road a with 16-game goal-less streak. He has just five 
assists in that time, playing primarily with Charlie Coyle and Trent 
Frederic. 

“I thought that line was really good,” said Montgomery on Sunday. “They 
made a lot of plays, hung on to a lot of pucks. They didn’t finish on plays, 
but they had a lot of opportunities and I thought (Hall) in particular was 
really driving it. When they’re making plays and attacking the blue paint, 
good things are going to happen. It’s just matter of time.” 
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Linus Ullmark just broke an NHL record that stood for 93 years 

 

Nick Goss2-3 minutes 

 

Boston Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark is enjoying the best season of his 
NHL career by far, and on Sunday night he broke a league and team 
record that had stood for more than 90 years. 

The Boston Bruins netminder earned his 25th win of the season, 
stopping all 17 shots he faced in a 4-0 victory over the San Jose Sharks 
at TD Garden. 

Ullmark, as a result, became the fastest goalie to 25 wins in league 
history. It took the 29-year-old veteran just 28 decisions (explained in the 
tweet below) to hit 25 victories, surpassing the previous record of 29 set 
by former Bruins goalie Tiny Thompson during the 1929-30 season. 
Ullmark won 26 games all of last season. 

Ullmark now has a 25-2-1 record and leads all goalies with a .938 save 
percentage and a 1.82 goals against average. 

For comparison, Dallas Stars goalie Jake Oettinger is second in save 
percentage at .926 and second in GAA at 2.20 -- well behind Ullmark in 
both. 

Ullmark is the favorite for the Vezina Trophy -- an award just two Bruins 
goalies have won (Tim Thomas in 2008-09 and 2010-11, and Tuukka 
Rask in 2013-14) in the last 40 years. 
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2023 NHL Awards update: Can Pastrnak catch McDavid for Hart, Rocket 
Richard? 

 

Nick Goss5-6 minutes 

 

The Boston Bruins are having one of the most impressive regular 
seasons in NHL history. In fact, they are on pace to set the record for the 
most points (132, set in 1976-77) and most wins (62, set in 1995-96 and 
2018-19) for one team. 

This extraordinary success should result in some well-deserved 
individual awards, too. Several Bruins players are in the mix for the 
league's end-of-the-year trophies. 

Here's a look at the top award candidates from the Bruins (all advanced 
stats via Natural Stat Trick). 

Hart Trophy 

Awarded to the MVP 

Bruins players in the running: David Pastrnak 

It's going to be super tough for anyone to top Edmonton Oilers center 
McDavid for the league's MVP award. He's on pace for a ridiculous 150 
points (68 goals and 82 assists). He's the No. 1 reason why the Oilers 
are in a wild card playoff spot.  

That said, Pastrnak could make a somewhat decent case for this award if 
he tops 60 goals, 120 points and the Bruins win the Presidents' Trophy. 
But even if all of those scenarios happen, it probably still won't be enough 
for Pastrnak, which shows you how incredible McDavid's season has 
been.  

Art Ross Trophy 

Awarded to the leading scorer 

Bruins players in the running: David Pastrnak 

Pastrnak has a chance, but it's a slim one. And it's through no fault of his 
own, either. It's crazy that Pastrnak is scoring at a very impressive 1.4 
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points per game rate and still finds himself trailing McDavid by 23 points. 
Pastrnak is on pace to tally 115 points, which would have been enough 
to claim the Art Ross Trophy in five of the last seven 82-game regular 
seasons. And yet in 2022-23, 115 might not even be close to first place.  

Maurice "Rocket" Richard Trophy 

Awarded to the leading goal scorer 

Bruins players in the running: David Pastrnak 

This is one where Pastrnak has a very real shot.  

The superstar right wing enters Friday with 35 goals, which is four behind 
McDavid. Pastrnak has played two fewer games, though, so he's doing a 
pretty good job keeping pace with McDavid.  

This race should be pretty close and could easily come down to the last 
couple regular season games. Both of these players are elite goal 
scorers and it's difficult to imagine either one going through a prolonged 
slump. 

Vezina Trophy 

Awarded to the best goaltender 

Bruins players in the running: Linus Ullmark 

One question surrounding the Bruins all season has been: Can Ullmark 
really keep up this elite play? The answer through 45 games is a 
resounding yes. 

Ullmark has been consistently elite throughout the campaign. He has 
allowed two or fewer goals in 21 of his 27 games played. He's allowed 
more than two goals in consecutive games only once. Whether you look 
at 5-on-5 numbers or all situations, Ullmark is superior to his peers. He's 
also a major reason why Boston has the top-ranked penalty kill at 87 
percent.  

There are a couple other goalies in the mix, and Ullmark hasn't put away 
the race just yet. However, the stats speak for themselves.  

Selke Trophy 

Awarded to the best defensive forward 

Bruins players in the running: Patrice Bergeron 

Who else? 

Bergeron continues to be the league's premier two-way forward. The 
Bruins account for 60.4 percent of shot attempts, 61 percent of shots on 
net and 71.4 percent of all goals when Bergeron is on the ice at 5-on-5. 
He's been on the ice for 10 goals allowed at 5-on-5, which is tied for the 
lowest total among forwards with 500-plus minutes played. Bergeron 
ranks No. 2 in expected goals against (16.38) and No. 1 in expected 
goals-for percentage (65.1). The Bruins also have an absurd .959 save 
percentage at 5-on-5 when Bergeron is on the ice -- the highest of any 
player in the sport.  

We could go on, but you get the picture. 

Marchand marvels at Bergeron's toughness after taking puck to face 

Seeing Bergeron as the favorite for this award again might be getting old 
for some fans across the league. But the reality is this isn't a lifetime 
achievement award situation -- Bergeron is actually the top candidate, 
and it's not a very close race. 

Jack Adams 

Awarded to the best head coach 

Bruins in the running: Jim Montgomery 

This is an easy one. Montgomery is by far the top candidate for this 
award. 

The Bruins, as noted in the intro, are on pace to surpass the 1976-77 
Montreal Canadiens' record for the most points (132) in a season, plus 
the record for the most wins (62) in a season set by the 1995-96 Detroit 
Red Wings and 2018-19 Tampa Bay Lightning. Scotty Bowman won the 
Jack Adams in two of those seasons (1976-77 with Montreal and 1995-
96 with Detroit).  

Not only are the Bruins winning games at a historic pace, the players 
have consistently attributed a good portion of their success to 
Montgomery and his coaching style/tactics.  

He's running away with this award. 
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NHL Insider On Pastrnak Contract: 'They're Getting Closer' 

 

Jimmy Murphy3-3 minutes 24/01/2023 

 

According to Sportsnet NHL Insider Elliotte Friedman, the Boston Bruins 
and the David Pastrnak camp continue to make progress on a contract 
extension for the All-Star winger. 

Speaking on the most recent edition of the 32 Thoughts Podcast that he 
cohosts with Jeff Marek, Friedman likened a successful drive down the 
football field to the progress the Boston Bruins general manager Don 
Sweeney and Pastrnak’s agent J.P. Barry have been making lately. 

“Again, I don’t think they’re in the red zone yet, but they’re getting closer,” 
Friedman said. “As I said to someone: ‘I hope it’s not 4th and 8 and Kirk 
Cousins throws a three-yard pass, and the negotiation falls apart on that. 
But like I said, I’ve just heard on that, I think the Bruins and the rep – 
who’s J.P. Barry here – I think they’re talking almost every day. I think 
there’s a real try here and. …I don’t know, I think everybody understands 
what everybody wants and I think they’re trying to make it happen.” 

During the Bruins’ 4-3 win over the Toronto Maple Leafs on Jan. 14, 
Friedman reported similar progress in the David Pastrnak contract 
negotiations, but following the game, Sweeney gave a sterna and fast 
‘No’ when asked if there were any new updates. 

“I want to be careful with this one, but the word around the league is that 
the Bruins and Pastrnak have been making some progress,” Elliotte 
Friedman said on Jan. 14. “I still think there are things that need to get 
done. But the word as of this Saturday with Pastrnak is ‘progress.'” 

Barry then confirmed progress to Steve Conroy of the Boston Herald the 
next day: 

David Pastrnak leads the Boston Bruins in goals with 36 lamplighters and 
trails only Edmonton Oilers superstar Connor McDavid and his 40 goals 
for the NHL lead. The Bruins superstar winger is tied with Brad Marchand 
for the team lead in assists with 29 helpers each, and leads the Bruins in 
points with 65. 
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Bruins Playing It Safe On DeBrusk Return Timeline 

 

Jimmy Murphy2-3 minutes 23/01/2023 
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Boston Bruins winger Jake DeBrusk wasn’t slated to join his team on 
their upcoming five-game road trip that kicks off on Tuesday in Montreal, 
but he was set to resume skating on Monday. 

As of late Monday afternoon, there was no confirmation yet if Jake 
DeBrusk had skated for the first time since he scored both goals for the 
Bruins in their 2-1 Winter Classic win over the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Jan. 2. Even if DeBrusk has a great week on the ice and in his rehab 
process though, the Bruins aren’t about to rush back the scoring winger 
they will need and depend on in the 2023 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

“He’s got to check boxes to come back, so we don’t have a timeline right 
now,” Boston Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery told reporters following 
his team’s 4-0 win over the San Jose Sharks on Sunday night. “We 
would like him to be back before the All-Star break but we’re not gonna 
push that with that break coming.” 

After their first tilt of the season with the Canadiens at the Bell Centre on 
Tuesday night, the Boston Bruins will head to Tampa Bay to play the 
Lightning on Thursday, to Sunrise, Florida to play the Panthers on 
Saturday; to Carolina for the Hurricanes on Sunday, and then finish their 
road trip in Toronto a week from Wednesday. 

The Bruins will likely come back to Boston following the game in Carolina 
on Sunday, so that would likely be the only window for DeBrusk to return 
before the break, but for now, it appears unlike the Montreal Canadiens, 
who are currently under fire for the way they handle their injured players, 
the Bruins will proceed with caution for DeBrusk. 

Jake Debrusk has 16 goals and 14 assists in 36 games this season. He 
is on pace to hit the 20-goal plateau for the third time in his career and for 
a second consecutive season. 
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Boston Bruins Call Up McLaughlin Ahead Of Road Trip - Boston Hockey 
Now 

 

Joe Haggerty3-3 minutes 23/01/2023 

 

BOSTON – Boston Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery confirmed after 
Sunday night’s win over the San Jose Sharks that the B’s were bringing 
up a forward for their upcoming road trip, and they did that by promoting 
Billerica native Marc McLaughlin from the AHL. The 23-year-old 
McLaughlin has seven goals and 17 points in 39 games for the P-Bruins 
this season and had a very strong NHL training camp for the B’s this past 
fall before being one of the last cuts down to Providence. 

With Tomas Nosek out of the lineup for the next month after fracturing his 
foot blocking a shot against the Rangers, McLaughlin figures to factor 
into the bottom-6 forward mix while 6-foot-5 inch Finnish center Joona 
Koppanen has also stepped up his game in Nosek’s absence. Koppanen 
registered his first NHL point in Sunday’s 4-0 win over the Sharks by 
getting an assist on Nick Foligno’s tipped goal at the net and has 
improved with each game that he’s been in the B’s lineup. 

“I thought our fourth line was great tonight,” said Boston Bruins head 
coach Jim Montgomery. “Whether they start in the D-zone or took over in 
the offensive zone, they kept momentum alive. I thought [A.J.] Greer was 
skating great, and Nicky [Foligno] was doing his great support plays and 
owning the net front – what a tip. And then [Joona] Koppanen, I thought, 
was very visible as far as having a big impact in our lineup.” 

There were some strong candidates for callup from Providence whether it 
was Vinni Lettieri (17 goals and 33 points in 38 games), Oskar Steen (9 
goals and 21 points) or veteran Chris Wanger, but ultimately it was 
McLaughlin’s turn to get a shot after he memorably scored a goal in his 
first NHL game with the Black and Gold last season. 
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Lindholm, McAvoy Score Dazzling Goals In Boston Bruins Win 

 

Joe Haggerty3-3 minutes 23/01/2023 

 

BOSTON – Normally it’s David Pastrnak or Brad Marchand with the 
breathtaking goals for the Boston Bruins. 

But on Sunday night against the San Jose Sharks it was the Boston 
Bruins defensemen that put up material for the B’s 2022-23 season 
highlight reel with a pair of dazzling goals that helped push the Black and 
Gold to a 4-0 win over the San Jose Sharks at TD Garden. It started with 
Hampus Lindholm in the first period on a take to the net right down the 
middle of the offensive zone where he threw a stick-handling fake and 
then buried one past James Reimer to start the scoring. 

It was a brilliant scoring play that also highlighted the elite skill level that 
Lindholm has brought to the Bruins since coming on board at last 
spring’s NHL trade deadline. 

“I got a little time there, and then I saw [Patrice Bergeron] kind of pop out 
on the left side to me, and then I saw him kind of cheat a little bit, so just 
kind of took it towards the middle, and it’s nice to see it go in,” said 
Lindholm. “We’ve talking about it as a D. I think we’ve been good at 
getting involved, but we also need to shoot some more pucks and jump 
through the middle and get high-scoring chances. I think we really did 
that tonight.” 

Not to be outdone, it was Charlie McAvoy that went next hitting the gas 
pedal when he senses the Sharks defense was a little on their heels and 
was benefitted when a puck bounced off his leg and came right back to 
him. Once again the Bruins defensemen used a stick fake to deke out 
Reimer and buried one into the open net to make it a 2-0 lead for a 
Bruins team that knocked all of the wind right out of the Sharks. 

“It felt good, I got a little lucky,” said McAvoy. “It ended up going off my 
shin pad back to me, but I thought they were a little flat-footed and I had 
some speed and [tried] to wiggle through there and it all worked out.” 

No doubt it worked out for the Boston Bruins, who showed on Sunday 
night that their B’s defensemen are every bit as elite offensively as their 
top-6 forwards when it comes to scoring highlight reel goals at the NHL 
level. 
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Bruins Daily: Blue Line Offense; Horvat Extension Cost; Tocchet 

 

Jimmy Murphy3-4 minutes 23/01/2023 

 

The Boston Bruins keep rolling from the backend, and what would it take 
to extend Bo Horvat if the Bruins acquire him on the NHL trade market? 

That, more Bruins and NHL news, and NHL trade rumors in the latest 
Boston Hockey Now Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

Hampus Lindholm and Charlie McAvoy scored and the Boston Bruins 
continued to get offense from the backend as they shut out the San Jose 
Sharks 4-0 at TD Garden on Sunday night. 
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Speaking of McAvoy, was his goal celly on Sunday night not reminiscent 
of one PK Subban’s trademark celly? 

Thankfully Boston Bruins defenseman Brandon Carlo was able to play 
Sunday night after blocking a shot in the 3-1 win over the New York 
Rangers on Thursday night. 

So if the Boston Bruins were to acquire Vancouver Canucks captain Bo 
Horvat on the NHL trade market, what would it take to make sure he’s 
not just a playoff rental? 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: Our man on the Island, Stefen Rosner, gives the latest on the New 
York Islanders injury front. 

PHI: Former Philadelphia Flyers star Rick Tocchet was named as the 
new head coach of the Vancouver Canucks on Sunday. 

PGH: So who was to blame for the Pittsburgh Penguins losing 2-1 to the 
New Jersey Devils on Sunday? 

WSH: Washington Capitals winger T.J. Oshie didn’t hold back after the 
latest loss for the Capitals. 

FLA: Florida Panthers and former Boston College goalie Spencer Knight 
is set to return to the Panthers lineup. 

DET: Are the Detroit Red Wings following the rebuild blueprints that led 
to success for the Chicago Blackhawks and the Tampa Bay Lightning? 

COL: With all due respect to our new Colorado Hockey Now scribe Evan 
Rawal, the Colorado Avalanche do not have the best goaltending dual in 
the NHL. That tag would go to the Boston Bruins and it’s not even close! 

VGK: The Vegas Golden Knights took a step back in Arizona Coyotes on 
Sunday night and just can’t seem to find any traction. 

LAK: The Los Angeles Kings narrowly avoided being beaten by the lowly 
Chicago Blackhawks on Sunday. 

Canada Hockey Now 

MTL: How will the array of injuries the Montreal Canadiens are dealing 
with affect the NHL Trade Deadline? 

CGY: I get that the allure of Darryl Sutter is his surly demeanor but 
sometimes in the words of the Sargeant Hulka: “Lighten Up Francis” 

NHL 

In classic ‘sorry, but’ fashion, Vancouver Canucks President Jim 
Rutherford tried to weasel his way out of the way he handled the Bruce 
Boudreau debacle and firing. 
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What really happens during NHL intermissions? The naked truth 

 

Michael Russo15-19 minutes 24/01/2023 

 

It’s Dec. 10, and the Minnesota Wild are in Vancouver to play the 
Canucks when Jordan Greenway is nailed on the jaw by the Canucks’ 
Riley Stillman. 

The high, heavy check comes in the waning seconds of the first period, 
and while Marcus Foligno, Greenway’s protective linemate, doesn’t see 
the hit, he’s on a mission. 

“We get into the locker room and I was worried if Greener was OK,” 
Foligno recalls. 

In every NHL arena, there’s a medical room where doctors and trainers 
have a TV screen where they can review injuries. 

“Some of the guys know how to work the keyboard pretty good … so we 
went to check to see if it was a dirty hit,” Foligno says. “I thought it was 
dirty. Greener’s 6-6 and he got him in the head. I said to myself, ‘You 
know what, if Stillman’s out there at the start of the second, I’m going to 
address it right away.'” 

When the clock strikes zero at the end of each period, we watch the 
teams filter off the ice, down a tunnel and into their respective locker 
rooms. But what’s really going on back there while we hit the restroom, 
maybe grab a $14 beer and $7.50 hot dog? 

For the past several months, The Athletic talked with scores of current 
and former players, coaches and trainers to learn about the locker room 
quirks and routines during those two intermissions. 

Some of what we found out was routine. Yes, coaches are in their offices 
watching video. Some players untie their skates. Others take off the top 
half of their gear. Players retape sticks, dry off equipment, grab a sugary 
or salty snack and guzzle down Coca-Cola or Red Bull. 

But other discoveries were more surprising, including more than one 
player who strips down completely and jumps into a cold tub. Between 
every period. 

“The intermission is about everybody going through their own routines,” 
says Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta, “and focus(ing) on what 
just happened and what’s about to.” 

18:00 

Players file into the locker room and coaches and video coordinators 
head to their offices to dissect the period. Most coaches get comfortable 
by taking off their sports coats. Arizona Coyotes coach Andre Tourigny 
puts a hoodie on over his shirt and tie. 

Tourigny: Because I’m cold. These buildings are cold. I’m not a polar 
bear. 

After games, reporters often ask what was said between periods to spark 
this or ignite that. But coaches rarely meet a team immediately after a 
period. 

Former NHLer Dany Heatley: Things have to be going real bad to have a 
meeting right away. 

Buffalo Sabres captain Kyle Okposo: It’s got to be something egregious. 

Winnipeg Jets defenseman Nate Schmidt: It happens, but it’s never a 
good thing. 

Wild defenseman Jon Merrill: If the coaches don’t come in, it’s a good 
sign or means they’re leaving it to us to fix. If they come in ASAP, it’s a 
very bad sign. 

One coach who does tend to meet teams immediately after periods if 
things are truly awful is Bruce Boudreau, who’s coached more than 1,000 
games with the Washington Capitals, Anaheim Ducks, Wild and, until 
Sunday, Canucks. 

Boudreau: If it’s a really bad period, I go in right away and address it and 
give them s— or whatever. 

17:00 

A lot of the first few minutes is chatter. 

Jared Spurgeon, Wild captain: Depends on what you need to say. 
Sometimes you let everyone cool down for a couple minutes. 

Winnipeg Jets defenseman Brenden Dillon: Good period or bad period 
has a big thing in determining the chatter. Bad period, there’s maybe a 
couple F-bombs and maybe the coach comes in and has a little rip 
session on us. 
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Okposo: Some teams are really tight and have nervous energy the first 
few minutes of an intermission. Other teams are more relaxed. We kind 
of ride a little bit of a wave that way. 

Brady Skjei, Carolina Hurricanes: There’s a lot of talk between your 
linemates or D partners. There will be things that are said collectively 
within the group, but it’s never really quiet. 

As players, Rod Brind’Amour and Martin St. Louis wondered what the 
heck coaches were doing in the back offices. Now as coaches in 
Carolina and Montreal, respectively, they get it. 

Brind’Amour: A lot of smoke flying around (laughs). 

St. Louis: It’s quick, you know? You get back in there and you have a 
couple things you want to look at, and then “what’s next?” Those 
minutes, those 10 minutes, those are crucial minutes before you address 
your team. 

Jets coach Rick Bowness: The game is so fast today. Things we used to 
be able to see in the ’80s on the ice, now it’s so fast you’ve got to 
doublecheck it. If there’s something I don’t like, I’m connected with the 
video coach and tell him I want to mark that or I’ll just write the time down 
of something I want to see again. 

Boudreau: I will write four different ideas of what I think we can do to 
improve the next period. Then I will watch all the chances for and against 
on the computer. If I see a trend, then I’ll address (it). 

16:00 

After the chatter, that’s when the gear starts coming off. 

Buffalo Sabres’ Casey Mittelstadt: I take everything off. And I get antsy to 
sit in there for so long. So I just kind of get changed and wander around. 

Future Hall of Famer Marc-Andre Fleury keeps all of his gear on … 
unless it’s humid. Most goalies at least take their upper-body stuff off. 

Spurgeon: Flower does a lot of stuff. Moves around a lot. (laughs) 

Fleury: Usually, I lay on my back with my feet up on a chair for a little bit. 
If I don’t have a lot of shots, I’ll go out of the room and throw a ball 
against a wall just to keep sharp. 

Raanta: It depends a lot if you’re playing or not. 

Hurricanes teammate Martin Necas: If he’s not playing, he’s eating 
burgers. 

Raanta: When you’re playing, you stay in your own zone a little bit. 
Obviously, you listen to what the guys are saying, but for me, it’s just kind 
of like regrouping, refocusing and maybe going a little bit back to what 
happened in that last period and just refocusing. 

Canadiens defenseman Chris Wideman: I’ve played with a goalie that got 
completely undressed. Literally takes all his stuff off and changes his 
underwear. Every intermission. 

So … cold tubs? Showers? Really? 

Fleury: That’s weird. To me, I feel like the guys that get all undressed — 
like Alex Goligoski sometimes takes a shower — that’s crazy. 

Lou Nanne, former North Stars player, coach and GM: Gary Smith used 
to undress and shower every intermission. Could you imagine dressing 
and undressing as a goaltender all the time? 

Arizona Coyotes forward Zack Kassian: To take your skates off, even all 
your gear, is crazy. That’s a lot of time, especially if you’re doing morning 
skates and whatnot, that’s a lot of time taking on and off your gear. 

(Jennifer Hui / The Athletic) 

Former San Jose Sharks coach Pete DeBoer, now Dallas’ coach: Yeah, 
Patrick Marleau got completely undressed. I think you’re always shocked 
by some of the routines you see with some of the great players, but who 
are you to argue with it? He was a quick undresser, quick dresser. 

Former Sharks teammate Joe Pavelski, now with Dallas: The impressive 
thing about Patty was how fast this guy would get undressed. Skates and 
everything. We had (then-Sharks PR guy) Tom Holy time him once 
getting out of his gear, and it was like 41 seconds. That might even be 
high. It might have been in the 30s. 

Holy (now the Sharks’ assistant GM): Thirty-eight seconds! And he got 
stuck for a second with one piece of tape or it would’ve been quicker. 

Edmonton Oilers forward Zach Hyman, who played with Marleau in 
Toronto: It was crazy, but you don’t question a guy who’s played, at that 
time, 1,600 games. Still, crazy. And you see him get fully undressed, it’s 
not like he says, “Hey guys, I’m going to get fully undressed now.” You 
just watch him get fully undressed, he leaves, comes back and puts 
everything back on like it was nothing. You’re like, “Oh, where’d you go?” 
And then you realize he’s in the cold tub. I mean, it worked for him. I 
remember asking him, “Why do you do that?” And he simply said, “It 
makes me feel better.” … He’s the only guy that I’ve seen get completely 
naked.” 

But others have adopted the cold tub routine. St. Louis Blues captain 
Ryan O’Reilly began the practice six or seven years ago. 

O’Reilly: I used to get undressed and keep my legs moving, just flush on 
the bike for a minute or two. But I remember back, one of my first years 
playing with Scott Hannan, he always (got in the cold tub between 
periods). I always thought it was kind of weird. I was looking at it like, 
“That’s different.” Then it’s funny, as I kind of got older, I tried it once. I 
remember my legs didn’t feel great and I tried it, and it just felt good. 

15:00 

This is where everyone’s intermission routines seem to synch up. 

Spurgeon: There’s a lot of quirks that you don’t realize you have until you 
look back and think about it. 

Skjei: Some guys gear totally down. I take off my shoulder pads and 
keep my elbow pads on. Some guys take off everything up top and their 
skates. Some guys are in the training room doing a stretch. Our strength 
trainer makes drinks for us. 

Spurgeon: (Matt Dumba’s) our cocktail guy. He hands out Cokes after 
the second before the third. We have a select group that drinks Coke. 
(Former Wild captain Mikko) Koivu was big into Coke. The first person I 
ever saw was Cully — Matt Cullen. He would have it on the bench, in 
between periods. Just a shot of sugar and caffeine to get him going. 

Wild winger Marcus Foligno: Mikko would be burping away after his 
Coke. 

Nick Bjugstad, Arizona Coyotes: The Red Bulls are flying around if it’s 
back-to-back or it’s just a lot of guys just trying to get their wind. 

Foligno: Guys have some quirks and need to go do a certain thing or go 
sit in a certain chair like in the weight room or something. Some guys go 
to the lounge. Hartzy (Ryan Hartman) often goes to the lounge and 
watches clips of what happened the period before. 

Butch Goring used to drive his Islanders stallmate, Hall of Famer Mike 
Bossy, bonkers because he’d sit in his stall between periods signing 
pictures of himself. 

Goring, Islanders TV analyst and four-time Cup winner: I’m a pretty loose 
guy and never got uptight about a game or anything else like that. I’d 
have pictures beside me, and I’d be signing all these autographs to give 
to the PR people to hand out to fans. And I’d be doing that in between 
periods. 

14:30 

Three minutes or so into the intermission, that’s when guys begin to 
scatter. They may go to the training room and lots of players go to the 
stick room. 
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Schmidt: I would say, conservatively, 95 percent of the guys 
automatically redo their sticks. Guys usually wait to let the stick dry a little 
bit more because, otherwise, you get all of the residue on your blade. In 
other words, it takes more time to get the tape off when it’s wet than if 
you’d just waited. Sadly, that’s something that I first figured out this year. 

Heatley: I hung out with the trainers for five or six minutes. Or I’d go into 
the lounge and watch the other games a little bit. 

Really? 

Heatley: Yeah, depends on the rules. Some coaches didn’t like it. But 
middle of the regular season, gotta see what’s going on elsewhere. 

11:11 

Players notice others’ routines. Like when a teammate heads to the 
bathroom — at the exact same time every intermission. 

Merrill: Yup, 11:11. Clock goes to that time and I’m outta here. 

Schmidt: In Vegas, Merrill and (Ryan) Reaves and (Paul) Stastny had to 
go pee at the same time. One would yell, “Reavo,” and they’d all get up 
together. I used to joke, “What if one of you guys misses?” 

Spurgeon: I go to the bathroom at 10. You’ve got to time it out or there 
will be a line. 

Wideman: Especially in the minors. When I was in the minors, you go 
into some of these little rinks, and there’s only one bathroom or one toilet. 
You’ve got a lineup of like six, seven guys … 

Foligno: There’s always a little lineup with the bathroom. … For the most 
part, I just take off the skates and dry them in the back on the dryer and 
that’s it. That’s for me. I’m a guy that just stays in the stall and thinks. 
Isn’t it amazing guys used to smoke between periods? 

(Jennifer Hui / The Athletic) 

Dallas Stars captain Jamie Benn: Some guys still do it now. I can’t tell 
you who, but yeah, they do. 

Stars teammate Ryan Suter (from across the room): A guy in Nashville 
every intermission was in the shower smoking darts. 

Boudreau: When I played, I wanted to be the first one off the ice all the 
time. I would take my stuff off as I was going to my locker seat so I could 
get into the bathroom first before they started smoking so I wouldn’t have 
to breathe that crap. 

Chico Resch, former Islanders goalie: You got to remember in the ’70s, I 
would say 30 to 40 percent of the players — and some of the great ones 
— smoked. Bossy, Clark Gillies, Denis Potvin, Guy Lafleur. … If Boss 
was having a rough night, he’d start puffing on that cigarette and his eyes 
would get bigger, and it was part of the device for him to get focused for 
the next period. And then he’d go out and score two goals. 

Wideman: When I was in Russia, it seemed like the whole staff would go 
out and smoke cigarettes. That’s pretty wild, like the good old days. 

10:00 to 5:00 

Starting around 10 minutes, players begin to filter back into the locker 
room from wherever they were. They’ll re-tie their skates, and then the 
coach enters. 

Tourigny: If we have a lot of video, we try to go a little bit earlier, but it’s 
tough to get all of that organized in that short time because it’s not just 
about bringing adjustments; it’s about bringing the right things. You don’t 
want to put doubt in the head of your guys. 

Bowness: If there’s something drastic that we have to make an 
adjustment, that’s the rare time we’ll show video to the team between 
periods. 

Brind’Amour: You only have a certain amount of time, so you have to 
prioritize because you can’t talk about everything. 

Bowness: If things are going really well, I stay out of the room. You don’t 
have to say anything. 

Spurgeon: Sometimes coaches will talk for 10 seconds, sometimes it’s a 
minute. Very rarely longer. 

Foligno on Wild coach Dean Evason: I bet we average 30 seconds. It’s 
quick. It’s more just like what we did well that period and what we need to 
keep doing or what we’re not doing well and what maybe we can do to 
overcome adversity and something. 

Dillon: If you’re starting the next period on a penalty kill or power play, it’s 
almost guaranteed that the coach will come in and do some refreshers. 

Skjei: Usually when Roddy’s done with his speech, everyone goes to the 
bathroom. 

Bjugstad: When the coach is done, guys kinda scatter. … We’re all kind 
of OCD from that standpoint, doing the same things every game. 

3:00 

After a final bathroom break, gearing back up and making certain their 
sticks are taped and good to go, players line up to hit the ice. 

Kassian: Throughout a game, through 60 minutes, you’re going to have 
highs and lows. So just being a positive voice and trying to keep 
everyone feeling up and feeling good about themselves is my job. 

Fleury: I’ll go in the trainer’s room, grab a stool and put my feet up on the 
table and stretch the groins. I then do 10 squats and 10 pushups just to 
wake up again. 

0:00 

Back to Dec. 10. Twenty minutes is put on the scoreboard above center 
ice at Rogers Arena. Evason puts the Greenway-Joel Eriksson Ek-
Foligno line out to start the second period. 

Boudreau throws Stillman on the ice to match the Eriksson Ek line. “I 
didn’t think it was that much of a dirty hit at all, so I had no idea they were 
upset,” Boudreau says. 

Stillman’s a defenseman, so Foligno shouts over to him. 

“I said, ‘Why don’t you line up here so I don’t have to come chase you,” 
Foligno recalls. “He got it. He understood and he obliged. I give him 
credit.” 

So did Boudreau. 

“Marcus is 230. Riley’s 180. It wasn’t much of a contest,” Boudreau says. 
“I give Riley lots of credit for doing what he did. Nowadays, you hit 
somebody even slightly and that’s the reaction you get from the other 
team.” 

Boudreau adds with a chuckle: “Usually the retaliation happens in the 
moment. I guess now players are reviewing hits during intermissions. 

“That’s a new one.” 

(Illustration by Jennifer Hui / The Athletic) 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.24.2023 

1266303 Websites 

 

NHL99: Mike Bossy was a goal-scoring machine and a special kind of 
dad 

 

Michael Russo18-23 minutes 24/01/2023 
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Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Four days after her father died, Tanya Bossy packed up to fly from 
Montreal to New York with her 13- and (then-)9-year-old daughters. 

The grief was fresh, but Tanya — the younger of Mike Bossy’s two 
daughters and someone who lived next door to her parents for the last 12 
years of her dad’s life — wanted to be there when the Islanders honored 
the greatest goal scorer in franchise history. 

Tanya is shy, soft-spoken and tries to avoid the spotlight. She’s self-
conscious about her English, though she shouldn’t be because she’s 
eloquent in two languages. 

But making this trip was no small feat as she was still coming to accept 
her father’s death mere months after he had been diagnosed with lung 
cancer. 

“It was a tough end because it was so quick,” Tanya says. “I feel bad for 
him, actually, because he was suffering and had to let go of everything in 
six months.” 

NHL fans know Mike Bossy as arguably the purest goal scorer in NHL 
history. Chico Resch says he “was born to score goals.” We wonder what 
might have been, had Bossy not retired at 30 because of a debilitating 
back injury. During a 10-year career, he averaged 57.3 goals per season. 
Had he played six, seven, eight more seasons, would Alex Ovechkin be 
chasing his goal-scoring record and not Wayne Gretzky’s? “Without a 
doubt,” says Bossy’s on- and off-ice sidekick Bryan Trottier. 

But Tanya Bossy never knew her father as a hockey player. 

She was 7 when her dad retired. She remembers going to Nassau 
Coliseum. She remembers dressing up in a cute outfit, sitting in a box, 
eating popcorn and being overwhelmed by the noise. 

But she doesn’t remember watching the games or knowing that the right 
wing wearing No. 22 that Islanders fans worshipped was the man she too 
worshipped. 

“People would stop and ask him for autographs, but I never understood 
why,” says Tanya. “People would ask me what position he was. Right 
wing? Left wing? … I didn’t know. I would just say he was ‘first position.’ 
People would just laugh. I didn’t understand why everybody laughed. To 
me, he was the best, so he was first.” 

Tanya remembers her father as a proud grandfather who, without Tanya 
knowing, would sneak out of his house at sunrise and stand at the bus 
stop to be with his granddaughters. She remembers her father as the 
man who volunteered at his granddaughter’s school library. 

She remembers one time, when she was 8, 9, 10 years old — maybe 12, 
she doesn’t recall exactly — how she was scared to death because she 
signed up for a several-kilometer bike ride. She wanted to back out until 
her dad said, “I’ll do it with you.” They went into the garage, and Dad 
found a purple bike with streamers hanging from the handlebars, 
belonging to Tanya’s sister Josiane, who was three years older. He 
turned to Tanya and said, “Now we can go the same speed.” 

Hockey fans might know that his teammates referred to the Hall of Famer 
as “Boss” or that he once scored 23 goals in a game at 5 years old or 
that he scored 309 goals in the Quebec League, won the Calder Trophy, 
three Lady Byngs, a Conn Smythe and was a goal-scoring machine for 
one of the greatest dynasties in NHL history. 

But they didn’t get to see this side of him. 

“I remember how at ease it made me feel and how special it made me 
feel,” Tanya says. “He’d do anything for his kids. As someone told me 
once, ‘If you would ask your dad to go to the moon, he would send you to 
the moon.'” 

Loading video 

In New York, at UBS Arena for the ceremony on April 19, another 
memory hit her like a body check. 

Islanders fans were chanting “Bossy, Bossy, Bossy” as a spotlight shone 
on a No. 22 banner. Emotions flooded through Tanya’s veins. 

“I don’t remember my dad playing hockey, but I do remember people, 
saying, ‘Bossy, Bossy, Bossy,'” she says, her voice quivering. “And what 
was interesting is my dad never liked to be referred to as ‘Bossy’ or 
‘Boss.’ 

“My dad encouraged anything that you wanted to do. There were no 
limits. And if you wanted to do something, he would help us. But he 
would never let us use his name to go faster, to have it the easy way. A 
lot of the time, I would say to myself, ‘I think there’s an easier way to get 
where I want to go if I just dropped the name Bossy.’ But he would never 
let us do that. Now that I’m older, I understand that he wanted us to know 
how to get from A to B. How to work our way through things.” 

And he never stopped working himself, despite his success. After he 
retired, Bossy did radio in Montreal, then did a course to become a 
stockbroker. He worked at the Humpty Dumpty chip company in PR and 
sales. And he worked for the Islanders in an ambassador role, flying to 
New York monthly. The last six years of his life, he worked as a 
broadcaster for TVA Sports, the French-language TV station in Quebec. 

“He was really intense. Always in a good mood, but intense,” Tanya says. 
“He told me once, ‘I was kind of obsessed by hockey.’ I saw him basically 
every day of my life for the last 12 years, but I wanted to see why. So 
about five years ago, I would go on YouTube and watch his highlights. 

“And then when he passed away, I think I looked at every single thing 
that was out there.” 

With a laugh, Tanya adds, “He was a good player.” 

Yes. Yes, he was. 

It’s hard to believe 14 players were drafted ahead of Bossy in 1977. Even 
his hometown Canadiens passed on him. 

In just 752 regular-season games, Bossy scored 573 goals, which 
fittingly ranks 22nd in NHL history, and 1,126 points. His 0.762 goals per 
game is tops in NHL history. His 1.497 points per game ranks third. His 
nine seasons of 50-plus goals are tied with Gretzky for most, as are his 
five with 60-plus goals. He led the league in goals twice. 

Only Bossy has ever scored 50-plus nine consecutive years, including 
fulfilling his vow to the late Bill Torrey — the architect of the Isles’ dynasty 
— that he’d score 50 his rookie year. 

And for a franchise that once won 19 consecutive playoff series, Bossy 
scored 85 goals and 160 points in 129 career playoff games. 

“Like Mario Lemieux, if Mike’s career wasn’t cut short, the numbers 
would be hard to fathom,” says Trottier, who assisted on 310 of Bossy’s 
regular-season goals and 42 of his playoff goals — both the most of any 
of Bossy’s Islanders teammates. “Mike’s last year, he was in such pain, 
I’m putting his socks on and tying his skates in private. He was proud and 
didn’t want people to see that or know that, but he was still going out and 
scoring goals, and you say to yourself, ‘How the heck does he do it so 
well?’ 

“It’s amazing what Ovechkin’s doing and he is one of those players that’s 
going to come along every once in a while. The Gretzky numbers (894 
goals) that we thought were impossible to touch, he’s almost touching 
them. But Mike scored 38 goals (in 63 games) his last year in absolute 
agony.” 

Bossy’s former teammates on Long Island marveled as well. 

“I mean, he averaged almost 60 goals every year he played and only 
played 10 years,” says Butch Goring. “So if he plays 15 or 16 years, I 
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mean, you don’t have to be a Rhodes Scholar to figure out that he 
probably would’ve had more goals than Wayne.” 

So, what made Bossy so good? 

Former Islanders teammates say there were a handful of factors. His 
incredible relationship with Trottier, on and off the ice. His elite shot. His 
commitment to professionalism, in the gym and also in rarely going out 
with the boys after practices and games. 

“He shows up to training camp that first year and he had this Afro and he 
was a thin guy but incredibly muscular,” says Hall of Famer Denis Potvin, 
who assisted on 119 of Bossy’s regular-season goals and 22 of his 
playoff goals — both second behind Trottier. “I mean, if all of us were 9, 
10, 11 percent body fat, I’d be surprised if Bossy had more than 3 
percent body fat. And he was really very, very strong.” 

Adds Resch, the former goaltender, “You looked at him and he wasn’t 
muscular in the sense of lifting weights, but he was just wiry and sinewy 
and if you watched him skate, his body was flexible and he could bend 
and maneuver and spin and get open.” 

And he took no shortcuts. 

“Mike Bossy had more courage than I think any goal scorer I’ve ever 
seen,” Potvin says. “He would go to those dirty areas, and maybe that’s 
what made his career short because he took more cross-checks and 
slashes in front of the opposing net than anybody I’ve seen. But he just 
kept going back for more.” 

The Bossy and Trottier bond transcended the locker room. 

They were roommates. Their wives were close. “They had a lot of fun 
together,” says Tanya. 

And they both had the desire to be the very best, and that made them 
feed off each other. “They had a really, really deep chemistry,” says 
Islanders teammate Duane Sutter. “Trots knew when and where Boss 
had to have the puck.” 

Trottier, who scored 524 goals and 1,425 points in 1,279 regular-season 
games and was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame with Bossy in 
attendance, wasn’t just a playmaker. He could score goals and run you 
over like a freight train and centered the Trio Grande Line with the late 
Clark Gillies on his left and Bossy on his right. 

“Mike and I pushed and pulled each other and we cheered for each 
other,” Trottier says. “We went beyond just teammates. We had a 
wonderful bond … magical in a sense. I’m trying to think of the best way 
to describe it: We just kind of saw the game the same way. 

“People talk about chemistry. You need chemistry amongst your team. 
You need chemistry between players that are playing together, 
performing together, and he and I had another level of that.” 

Former Islanders defenseman Ken Morrow, who has seen countless 
players while scouting for the Islanders for 32 years, is one of many 
former teammates to say that Bossy is the greatest goal scorer he’s ever 
seen, adding that “a lot of the reason is he was joined at the hip with 
Trots.” 

“Practicing against them made you better,” Morrow says. “You’d do a drill 
in practice and you’d think the drill was over as a defenseman, but those 
two would keep going until they put the puck in the net. They did that on 
every drill. 

“And let me tell you about Mike’s shot. It was the most lethal shot I’ve 
ever seen. Pat LaFontaine tells a story that Mike told him that he could 
come down the ice and if the puck was on edge or rolling, he could shoot 
it in a way that would make the puck actually go through the goalie’s five 
hole sideways. I mean, that’s how detailed he could be with his shot.” 

Potvin says when Bossy’s stick was close to that puck, “I don’t think there 
was anybody that could get that release as quickly as he did, almost like 
Jack Nicklaus or Arnie Palmer striking a ball.” 

“Ovi may break Gretzky’s record, but nobody scores goals like Boss,” 
says Goring. “He didn’t rely on that heavy slap shot that Ovi has. He was 
a sniper. I mean, you give him a chance in the slot area or what have 
you, he buried it and guys knew where he wanted to shoot it. He only 
shot basically in two places. He was low-stick or he was five-hole.” 

“He had as good a backhand as forehand,” Resch adds. “And he was in 
perpetual motion, which made it so hard on the defensemen.” 

Resch remembers Bossy’s first training camp. He had this great inside 
move coming down the right wing. 

“He was one of the first to stretch out the arm as a right-handed shot then 
toe drag it inside through the defenseman and then just snap that thing,” 
Resch says. “I remember guys said, ‘Oh boy, Boss, this is training camp. 
You do that in regular season and you’re going to get run over.’ Mike 
said, ‘Yeah, we’ll see.'” 

Resch says Bossy would get barbs from teammates and opponents 
about falling to the ice a lot. 

“Hey Boss, you better get those skates sharpened!” 

But Resch says Bossy wasn’t diving. It was part of an overall plan. 

“He took it for a while and then finally snapped and said, ‘Listen you 
guys’ — and this is how smart he was — ‘you guys ever think sometimes 
I go down on purpose?'” Resch recalls. “Boss said everything is man on 
man. So when you go down on the ice, the defenseman’s natural instinct 
is, ‘OK, he’s eliminated,’ and then he looks around and starts focusing on 
where else I can help. But Boss said, ‘That’s when I jump up, come late 
knowing he’s not on me anymore and I can find a hole and get a pass 
from Trots or whoever and hammer it home.’ 

“I remember that day in the locker room thinking, ‘That’s brilliant.'” 

Times have changed, but back in the ’70s and ’80s, “the boys” would 
often go for a sandwich and beers after practices, not just games. 

“But Boss succumbed to peer pressure less than anybody I knew,” 
Resch says. “He’d get so much s— for not ever coming with us, but I 
loved what Mike said one day — and this is why I admired him so much. 
He was getting grief and said, ‘Listen, I see you guys all the time. I don’t 
see Lucie and the girls enough. I’m going home to be with Lucie.'” 

Goring says the only person besides his wife and kids that Bossy hung 
out with religiously was Trottier. 

“They were tight, great friends and would have dinner together all the 
time on the road,” Goring says, laughing hard as he tees up a story. “But 
they were not big drinkers. Us other guys, we’d have three, four, five, six 
after a game. They were not like that. I remember Clark Gillies, when I 
first got to Long Island (in 1980), one of the first things Clark said to me 
was, ‘I am so glad you’re here and I’m playing on a line with you.’ I was 
like, ‘Oh, wow, he must think I’m a pretty good player.’ And then he 
continues, ‘Those two guys, Boss and Trots, they don’t drink, and in 
practice, they’re going a hundred miles an hour. You go the same speed 
I do.'” 

Trottier says this was another example of where he and Bossy were so 
similar in personality. 

“We’re not big partiers,” Trottier says. “We were focused when we were 
at the rink, but our only objective was to get through practice so we could 
hustle home to be with our wife and little kids.” 

Ask any of Bossy’s teammates, and each one has a favorite Bossy goal. 

Bossy didn’t want a reputation of being purely a goal scorer, so he did 
everything to better his game defensively to become a complete player. 
In the mid-’80s, Islanders coach Al Arbour began using him on the 
penalty kill instead of trying to keep him fresh for even-strength situations 
and the power play. 

“Boss got the puck at around just outside his own blue line and he was 
on his off side,” Goring says. “So he went darting down the wing and of 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 24, 2023 

 

course the (opposing) player was right on his heels. He couldn’t stop, he 
just couldn’t stop, or he’d get caught. So he just kept going. And he got to 
around the top of the circles, he never broke stride and he zipped it five-
hole. And if anybody’s played the game, that is so hard to do. To keep 
skating, to shoot on your wrong side and never break stride, and then hit 
the hole you’re aiming at. It was a really, for me, it was an unbelievable 
goal. It just sort of fortified that, for me, he’s just the best goal scorer that 
I ever witnessed.” 

For Potvin, it was Dec. 20, 1985, and “for all good reasons, it happened 
at Madison Square Garden,” cracks Potvin, knowing full well Rangers 
fans hate him and still to this day chant “Potvin sucks.” 

Loading video 

Potvin was one point from breaking Bobby Orr’s NHL record for most 
career points by a defenseman. 

“We’re on the ice and there’s Trots and Boss, but it was getting a little 
long-winded in the shift,” Potvin recalls of the 916th of his eventual 1,052 
points. “So I pass the puck to Bossy down the right wing as one of my 
favorite targets. And then I turn and I went off onto the bench and then I 
hear the crowd groan and Bossy scored. So on my point-breaking record, 
I never saw Bossy shoot the puck. I was already on the bench.” 

In 1981, Bossy became the first player since Maurice “Rocket” Richard 
36 years earlier to score 50 goals in 50 games. In Game 50, on Jan. 24, 
the Islanders were playing Quebec. Nothing was going on all game; 
Bossy had few chances and most felt the milestone would elude him. But 
in the final five minutes, Bossy scored twice, including the 50th with 1:29 
left. 

Loading video 

“He scored 49 and didn’t celebrate too much,” Resch says. “But when he 
scored the 50th, oh my, the expression on his face. Like, Boss was 
usually pretty controlled, but he really let his emotions go after scoring 50 
in 50. It was almost like, ‘I’m going to do this, but I’m not going to do it till 
it’s really dramatic.’ He had a flare for greatness.” 

Those who loved Bossy, from Trottier to daughter Tanya, are still coming 
to grips with his death. 

“It’s pretty hard to describe,” Trottier says. “It’s like losing a family 
member times 10 because there’s just lots of moments, lots of personal, 
special moments we shared as roommates, as teammates, as friends. 
You knew when the other guy’s hurt, you knew when the other guy’s in 
pain. To see him in that kind of condition and what he endured … the will 
to stay alive … it’s just so hard to say goodbye.” 

And that especially goes for Lucie, Bossy’s two daughters and two 
granddaughters. The holidays were difficult, Tanya says, but adds, “If we 
would all be miserable, I think that’s not what my dad would’ve wanted.” 

There are good days and bad days, and for Lucie, Tanya says, it’s “one 
day at a time.” 

The day after the Bossy tribute at UBS Arena, Tanya wrote a touching 
letter to the organization while flying home to Montreal. 

In part, she wrote: 

My daughters and I are filled with sadness at the passing of my father, 
but we are also filled now with the energy you have instilled in our family, 
and especially, in our father. He must have loved watching you clap and 
chant his name. Yesterday you filled us with so much pride. My dad was 
a terrific player, but first and foremost he was a fantastic father, 
grandfather, friend, colleague and husband. 

This morning I woke up without words. As I return home, and even 
though my father will no longer be there to greet me and wait for me at 
the airport as he normally would have done, I will always remember your 
voices chanting his name. 

I’m left with only four words in mind: I love you, Islanders. 

Tanya Bossy 

The Islanders distributed Tanya’s letter to everyone in their hockey 
operations office and all of their players, as well as some of the sales 
staff that was around when Bossy worked for the team. 

Bossy brought joy to so many of those people in the organization, and to 
so many more who got to watch him play or knew him. 

Tanya says knowing that makes her happy. 

“I think I wouldn’t be the person I am now if he hadn’t been in my life,” 
she says. “I was really close to my dad, and everywhere I went with my 
dad, everybody would just smile. And now that my dad’s not here 
anymore, I feel that. It’s now that I realize that my dad made everyone 
smile. I think nobody disliked my dad.” 
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NHL trade deadline: The top 10 teams that could make deals happen 
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Most of the dialogue around the NHL trade deadline so far has centered 
on how difficult it could be for teams to make relevant moves. 

That’s the way it goes when so many franchises have so little money to 
spend. But there are still teams that have emerged as key players 
leading up to the March 3 deadline. Teams with notable players who 
could be on the move — players on their checklist — and the cap space 
to make it happen. 

We’re lucky to have these teams. Without them, what would we talk 
about? 

There may be more to come as we approach March 3. But right now, 
whatever happens — or doesn’t happen at the NHL trade deadline — 
seems to hinge on these 10 teams. 

Chicago Blackhawks  

Chicago is interesting for obvious reasons. We’re all waiting to hear 
about the futures of Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews. 

Kane hasn’t been himself this season, but that shouldn’t hurt his trade 
value. He is still one of the better wingers in the league, and no deadline 
name will have a better resume. 

Toews, meanwhile, has been one of the Blackhawks’ best players this 
season. He’s been discussed as a center upgrade for several teams 
since the fall. 

They both control their own destiny with matching no-move clauses, and 
come with $10.5 million cap hits, though we can expect Chicago to retain 
some of that. Will they decide to stay in Chicago? Will they provide one 
preferred destination, like Claude Giroux did last year? 

Things are expected to pick up in the next few weeks. Whatever happens 
in Chicago — trading one, both, or neither of their franchise icons — is 
going to be fascinating. 

Vancouver Canucks 

We’re already used to paying attention to the Canucks this season, for 
the wrong reasons. Why stop now? 

The team has taken what president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford 
called their best shot at re-signing Bo Horvat to a deal that is fair “for 
what he’s done up until this year.” What Horvat has done as a pending 
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UFA is score 30 goals and 49 points through 46 games, putting him in 
the league’s top 10. 

So, the Canucks can “overpay” Horvat, end up more cap strapped and 
less able to make meaningful improvements to a roster that is 27th in the 
league. Or they can trade their captain to the highest bidder. 

Any team with a hole at the No. 2 center spot would benefit from Horvat’s 
play and production. Teams like Carolina, and Colorado come to mind. 

Luke Schenn is also the kind of player teams are looking to add at the 
deadline. He’s a big, physical defender with Stanley Cup rings on an 
expiring contract. There’s also Brock Boeser to consider. Rutherford said 
the team wants to unload some of its contracts, and Boeser makes $6.65 
million for two more years. He hasn’t scored at his typical clip this 
season, but if the Canucks want to shed salary, he’d be one option. 

Arizona Coyotes  

The Coyotes have assets to sell, including one of the top players on The 
Athletic’s trade board: Jakob Chychrun. He has to be traded at some 
point … right? 

The team can remain patient because they don’t actually have to move 
him before the March 3 deadline, given he’s signed for another two years 
after this season. But, according to The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun, the 
desire is still there to move him for the right price, which is reportedly two 
first-round picks plus a prospect. I wonder how many teams will be open 
to paying that price. 

Nick Bjugstad looks like the perfect big — 6-foot-6 — forward depth add, 
coming in at a $900,000 ticket, and Shayne Gostisbehere could provide 
some offense to a team’s defense corps. Plus, his cash owed is only $1 
million, compared to his $4.5 million cap hit. We know that matters to 
teams. 

Another player I’m looking out for in Arizona is Karel Vejmelka. His 
record and save percentage don’t do him much justice. He’s taken on 
one of the biggest workloads in the league in terms of time on ice, shots 
faced and expected goals against. He currently ranks 12th in goals saved 
above expected. A playoff team with a question mark in net — and better 
players in front — could do a lot worse. 

Florida Panthers 

The Panthers are in a tough spot. 

After a disappointing start to the season, they’re showing signs of life and 
have climbed back to within three points of a playoff spot. They can’t 
really commit to being buyers at the deadline, and even if they wanted to, 
what could they realistically do to get better? 

Florida does not have their first-round pick in 2023, 2024 or 2025. That’s 
been the reported cost of bringing in the top players on the trade board. 
The club also has a pretty tough cap situation, with little cap space and 
$8.3 million on LTIR. 

What makes this team interesting is the trade they’ll likely need to make 
to become cap compliant once — or if — their roster gets healthy. 
Anthony Duclair is skating and getting close to returning from an Achilles 
tendon tear in the summer, while Patric Hornqvist remains out with a 
concussion. 

Take a scroll through our last NHL All-32, and you’ll see a lot of teams 
looking for a top-six winger with a scoring touch. Duclair hasn’t played yet 
this season, but he’s only one year removed from a 30-goal campaign, 
and his cap hit is a modest $3 million this year and next. He’d make a ton 
of sense for a number of teams (like, for example, the Calgary Flames). 

Of course, the Panthers could just keep Duclair and go on a tear down 
the stretch. Plus, if Hornqvist stays on LTIR, the club could activate 
Duclair without making a move to shed cap space. 

Let’s say things don’t work out in the next six weeks for Florida — they 
remain in cap hell, they’re forced to make a deal that makes them worse, 
and they slip out of the playoffs. Even if they wanted to steer into the 

skid, that would only give the Montreal Canadiens two cracks at Connor 
Bedard. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

When Rod Brind’Amour came on “The Athletic Hockey Show” earlier this 
season, he talked about Max Pacioretty’s injury — a torn Achilles tendon 
sustained off-ice training in August — and how he would, effectively, be 
Carolina’s “big deadline acquisition.” 

“That should be a good boost for us at a real crucial time of the year,” he 
said. 

An MRI confirmed on Friday afternoon that Pacioretty tore his Achilles 
tendon with 19 seconds left the night before against the Minnesota Wild. 

Now what? 

Well, we got a glimpse of what made Pacioretty a good fit in Carolina in 
his short stint back from injury, where he scored three goals in his first 
four games. The Canes are still one of the league’s best, but that natural 
scoring ability from Pacioretty was a box they needed to check after 
scoring ran dry in the playoffs last season. 

“It’s the kind of player we needed,” said Brind’Amour. “A guy that can put 
the puck in the net.” 

Carolina has not been a team that typically makes deals for high-cost 
rentals at the deadline. Could they make an exception this season, and 
go for someone like Horvat? Perhaps that’d be more realistic if they could 
first negotiate an extension. 

In 2020, they gave up a first-rounder for defenseman Brady Skjei, but he 
had term on his deal. Maybe there’s a deal out there like that they could 
pursue? 

Regardless, it’s hard to imagine them standing pat, especially when 
they’ll eventually need to get through the Boston Bruins in the playoffs, 
making them one of the few buyers worth really keeping an eye on. 

St. Louis Blues 

When Vladimir Tarasenko returns from his hand injury — as soon as this 
week — it will give him an opportunity to showcase his value to teams 
looking to improve at the deadline. The same thing can be said for Ryan 
O’Reilly when he eventually returns from a broken foot, which he’s set to 
be re-evaluated for in around three weeks. 

Their futures will be major storylines surrounding the Blues down the 
stretch. Will Tarasenko waive his full no-trade clause, or would he rather 
just hit the market in the summer? 

O’Reilly does not have trade protection, but comes with a $7.5 million 
cap hit. Tarasenko comes in at the same price. Their salaries might hurt 
their value, but Tarasenko and O’Reilly still look like solid additions — at 
the very least fine consolation prizes for teams that miss out on more 
cost-effective solutions. 

Let’s not forget other Blues’ pending UFAs in Ivan Barbashev and Niko 
Mikkola. GM Doug Armstrong has said the team’s results will dictate the 
franchise’s direction at the deadline. Even if they’re buoyed by Tarasenko 
or O’Reilly’s returns, if the Blues aren’t going to re-sign their UFAs, we 
should expect some movement out of St. Louis. 

Detroit Red Wings 

The Red Wings are as interesting as what they decide to do with their 
unrestricted free agents. 

They have classic rental players, like Adam Erne. But, also key pending 
UFAs in Tyler Bertuzzi and Dylan Larkin. 

Bertuzzi, when he’s healthy, can be a consistent top-six scoring threat. If 
the Red Wings can’t work something out before the deadline, they will 
need to explore moving him to avoid losing him for nothing. 
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Larkin would be the perfect “1B” center on a contender, in the same class 
as Horvat. The only difference between the two is that the belief remains 
that Larkin and the Red Wings will get a deal done. Whether it’s before 
the deadline or it goes down to the wire remains to be seen. Larkin has 
said he wants to stay, so it’s hard to imagine him getting flipped, even if 
they can’t get a contract done by March 3. If something changes in the 
next month, though, he’d immediately become one of the prizes of the 
deadline. 

They also have some players with term that they could sell high on — or 
hang on to — like Filip Hronek, Dominik Kubalik and David Perron. 
Hronek, in particular, is intriguing. The smart bet is that he stays in 
Detroit as a long-term top-four piece. But, a young, productive, right-shot 
defender would have considerable trade value, too. 

We’ve seen GM Steve Yzerman make some surprising moves at the 
deadline before. He makes them a team to keep an eye on. 

Rick Dhaliwal — who contributes to The Athletic — connected Detroit to 
Horvat. You have to figure the price would be young NHLers in return … 
someone like Hronek perhaps? 

San Jose Sharks 

San Jose has the best defenseman who could be traded at the deadline, 
and one of the few top forwards. But neither is certain to move. 

Erik Karlsson’s contract — $11.5 million through 2027 — is enormous 
and the cost to acquire him would be high. And they might want to extend 
Timo Meier who is productive, only 27 years old, and still in team control 
as a pending restricted free agent. 

It might not be as dramatic as Kane and Toews Watch, but it’s no less 
relevant. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Sabres GM Kevyn Adams has made it clear that he doesn’t want to hit 
fast forward on the long-term plan for the organization. He doesn’t want 
to make any rash deadline deals that could jeopardize what they’ve been 
building in Buffalo. 

We probably shouldn’t expect Buffalo to be in the market for a high-
priced rental player. But adding some depth — particularly on defense — 
couldn’t hurt, depending on the price. 

Chychrun could be a short- and long-term solution, given he’s under 
contract for two more seasons. The cost — reportedly an A-level 
prospect and a first-round pick — might be too steep for Adams for only 
two years of team control. 

Even if they aren’t active as buyers, the Sabres are intriguing because of 
their $41.71 million in cap space — the most in the NHL. If they decide to 
weaponize that cap space, the Sabres could be one of the few power 
brokers at the deadline, acquiring future assets while allowing other 
teams to make big swings. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Most of the talk surrounding the Ducks has been about John Klingberg, 
signed in the summer by design to flip at the deadline. 

I’m curious to find out if a team will be willing to spend a first-round pick 
on Klingberg, given his struggles. There are a few other UFA 
defensemen in Anaheim like Kevin Shattenkirk and Dmitri Kulikov. 

But the most intriguing things Anaheim has to offer are $31.8 million in 
cap space and Adam Henrique, a versatile effective middle-six forward. 

Henrique has a team-high 15 goals this season, and has been playing 
top-line minutes, and is the only player on the Ducks with a positive goal 
differential at five-on-five. His contract isn’t great — two more years left at 
$5.825 million — but, with that cap space, you’d think the Ducks could 
retain salary to make it more palatable. 
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ESPN / What's next for Vancouver Canucks after Rick Tocchet hiring? 
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Rick Tocchet was named the 21st head coach in Vancouver Canucks 
history on Sunday. 

He takes over a team that's 27th in the NHL in points percentage (.424), 
is expected to trade its leading goal-scorer, Bo Horvat, and faces a full-
on fan revolt against ownership and management about how they 
mismanaged his predecessor Bruce Boudreau's firing and the abysmal 
state of the team. 

Welcome to Vancouver, Coach. 

"I don't look at it as a tough start," Tocchet said during his introductory 
news conference. "I look at it as a new day tomorrow. All of that other 
stuff lessens and lessens [each day]." 

Tocchet, 58, had served as a studio analyst for TNT's NHL coverage for 
the past two seasons. Prior to that, he coached the Arizona Coyotes from 
2017-18 through 2020-21 and earned praise for exceeding the low 
expectations for those teams -- thanks in part to frequently outstanding 
goaltending. He was also a head coach for the Tampa Bay Lightning for 
two seasons. 

His most notable coaching success came as an assistant to Mike 
Sullivan in Pittsburgh, winning back-to-back Stanley Cups as part of his 
staff. Canucks president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford was the 
general manager of those teams; Canucks general manager Patrik Allvin 
was the Penguins' director of amateur scouting. 

Tocchet played 1,144 games in the NHL with six franchises and was 
known as a physical forward who could hang offensively. 

What does Tocchet's hiring mean for the Canucks, both on the ice and in 
the trade market? Here's a glance at what happened, and where it's 
going for the team and its new coach. 

What does Rick Tocchet bring to the Canucks? 

Boudreau went 50-40-13 (.549 points percentage) in his two seasons 
with Vancouver. He was hired by owner Francesco Aquilini before 
Rutherford was brought on board. Rutherford publicly groused about that 
-- basically saying that Boudreau was still coaching the team this season 
out of contractual obligation -- and was openly critical of Boudreau in 
interviews. 

At Sunday's news conference, every one of Tocchet's virtues seemed 
like a correction to what Canucks management didn't like about 
Boudreau. 

About a month ago, Rutherford and Allvin had a meeting with Boudreau 
in which they discussed how "the bottom half of the lineup had declined" 
and that their younger players had regressed. Tocchet stressed that 
there are some "role players" on the team the Canucks needed to get 
more from in the lineup. 

In November, Rutherford was openly critical of the way Boudreau ran the 
team's training camp and said the Canucks had to have "a stronger 
system" and "really be more accountable for more of the things that 
some of the players are struggling with." Allvin stressed that Tocchet 
relates to the players and provides structure and accountability, and 
praised the way his teams practiced. 
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While Tocchet was careful not to lay out his plans in contrast with what 
Boudreau's teams weren't doing, he cited the team's penalty kill (an 
atrocious 65.9% success rate, last in the NHL) and overall defense (3.96 
goals against per game, 31st overall) as parts of the team that need 
immediate attention. Part of that is seeing whether there are players on 
the roster who could play on the penalty kill that aren't currently doing so, 
he said. 

"We have to tackle that," Tocchet said. "With that, there's structure, 
without sacrificing offense." 

One of the lingering questions about Tocchet from his Arizona days was 
offense, as the club ranked 27th in goals per game (2.60) during his time 
there. In his first three seasons with the Coyotes, they had the lowest 5-
on-5 shooting percentage in the NHL. 

Tocchet defended that record, saying it was a function of having a young 
roster that needed to learn game management and play meaningful 
games. So the Coyotes leaned into keeping the score close with goalies 
Darcy Kuemper and Antti Raanta. 

When it comes to Vancouver's offense, which ranks 10th in the NHL 
(3.28 goals per game), Tocchet said it needs to play smartly. 

"I never discourage [offensive creativity]," he said. "You just have to 
make sure that it's calculated. I don't like river hockey. You can't win with 
river hockey." 

To that end, Tocchet cited the way the Colorado Avalanche played on 
their journey to their Stanley Cup championship last season, which he 
covered as an analyst on TNT. 

Tocchet's reputation is that of a "players' coach," and he cited building 
relationships with players as one of the keys to his potential success in 
Vancouver. He'll have two strong helpers in accomplishing that: assistant 
coach Adam Foote and defensive development coach Sergei Gonchar, 
who were hired with Tocchet. 

What does this mean for the Canucks in the short term? 

The goals for the rest of the season are modest. No one is expecting a 
miraculous turnaround for a team that currently has less than a 1% 
chance of making the Stanley Cup playoffs, per FiveThirtyEight. Nor 
would that be in the best interests of the team, if we're being honest -- not 
with phenom and Vancouver native Connor Bedard at the top of the 2023 
draft class. 

Just don't expect the T-word from a Tocchet team. 

"I don't think tanking is the right word to use," Rutherford said. 

Wherever they end up in the standings, Canucks management just wants 
to see positive signs. "What we're looking for now is progress from here 
to the end of the year," Rutherford said. 

In the short term, the buzzwords are "teaching," "culture" and "structure." 

Allvin said that when he was hired by Rutherford, he "envisioned 
establishing a culture and a standard for a championship team." Having 
former Blackhawks head coach Jeremy Colliton behind the bench for the 
AHL affiliate in Abbotsford was one step. The hiring of Tocchet is the 
next one. 

Tocchet has talked about continuing to foster an environment where the 
Canucks' successful players like center Elias Pettersson and 
defenseman Quinn Hughes can continue to thrive. 

He was peppered with questions about forward J.T. Miller, whose point 
production has dropped after signing a new seven-year contract through 
2029-30. Tocchet has the reputation for connecting with players with 
whom others struggle to break through -- he was known as the "Phil 
Kessel Whisperer" in Pittsburgh, after all. 

One interesting name on Tocchet's new roster is Oliver Ekman-Larsson, 
who is signed through 2026-27. They had a challenging relationship in 

Arizona when both were with the Coyotes. Tocchet downplayed the 
notion there was any lingering heat with Ekman-Larsson. 

Tocchet said priority No. 1 is building relationships with his players. 

What does this mean for the Canucks in the long term? 

When Allvin discussed this job with Tocchet, he informed him that the 
Canucks were not "a quick fix." 

That much is clear since Rutherford and Allvin took over. Many of the 
players on this roster were carried over from unsuccessful teams from 
the regime of previous GM Jim Benning. The team doubled down with 
new contracts for Miller (seven years) and Brock Boeser (three years), 
rather than moving either of them last summer for help in other areas. 
There's a great core in Vancouver with Pettersson (24), Hughes (23) and 
goalie Thatcher Demko (27). The supporting cast just hasn't materialized 
around them. 

Rutherford recently admitted that he was disappointed with his 
performance as head of hockey operations, being unable to move 
players with team-unfriendly contracts. He said what he used to feel was 
a roster that required "minor surgery" to one that needs "major surgery, 
and between now and the start of next season, we're going to have to 
make some changes." 

By firing Boudreau and hiring Tocchet, the Canucks are snapping on 
their surgical gloves. 

"Part of the reason the coaching change was made now is that maybe 
some of the players who struggled, they are who they are," Rutherford 
said. 

Can Conor Garland (22 points in 45 games) find his game under 
Tocchet, who coached him in Arizona? What will Nils Hoglander and 
Vasily Podkolzin show if they get another look in the NHL? Does the 
bottom six have more to give? 

Once this audition period is over, the Canucks will turn back to the trade 
market and, as Rutherford has indicted, the potential for buyouts for 
players like defensemen Tucker Poolman and Riley Stillman. 

The biggest thing that Tocchet's hiring does, in the long term, is give the 
management team "their guy" behind the bench. This trio worked 
together in Pittsburgh. They all seem like they're on the same page about 
the culture and structure they want in Vancouver. That cohesion could go 
a long way toward remedying some of the dysfunction that has plagued 
the franchise. 

What does this mean for Bo Horvat? 

Horvat, Vancouver's 27-year-old captain, has 30 goals in 46 games and 
will become an unrestricted free agent next summer. 

Rutherford admitted that his tremendous walk-year campaign has 
changed the economics for Horvat's next deal. 

"The contract that we have on the table for Bo right now I think is a fair 
contract for what he's done up until this year," he said. "But it's certainly 
under market value for what he's done this year. So we're in a pickle 
here." 

Allvin said the team is still talking to Horvat's agent, Pat Morris, and "we'll 
see where it goes." But the general manager wouldn't confirm whether he 
would grant permission for the Horvat camp to negotiate a contract 
extension with another team before a trade. 

Sportsnet's Jeff Marek reported over the weekend that the asking price 
from Vancouver is three players, including a top prospect, for Horvat, and 
that the Canucks have begun figuring out which suitors would be willing 
to meet that price. 

The hiring of Tocchet probably doesn't impact Horvat's situation all that 
much -- especially since the Vancouver captain found another level 
under Boudreau. The ultimate decision on Horvat is an economic one, 
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and the numbers add up to him moving before the March 3 trade 
deadline. 

Finally, can the Canucks mend their relationship with the fans? 

Canucks fans are angry. The team has one playoff appearance in the 
past seven seasons, making the 2019-20 pandemic "bubble playoffs" 
and advancing to the second round in what's now considered an 
aberration. 

The fans are mad at ownership, disgruntled with management and 
frustrated by underwhelming results on the ice. Their perception of how 
the team treated Boudreau only exacerbated those feelings. There was 
the public criticism of his coaching from Rutherford, followed by his lame-
duck status while the Canucks waited for Tocchet to be contractually 
allowed to leave TNT for Vancouver. 

"The Canucks letting this drag on turned it into a public relations 
nightmare," Vancouver blogger Daniel Wagner wrote. "Boudreau was left 
dangling, coaching out one of the toughest parts of the schedule with the 
understanding that they were his final games." 

Canucks fans cheered and chanted, "Bruce, there it is!" for Boudreau in 
his final games, supporting a coach they felt was wronged. Boudreau 
called it "the most incredible thing I've experienced on a personal level 
other than winning championships." 

Allvin didn't help matters on Sunday, saying that he decided to make a 
coaching change "this morning" while also saying "this is not something 
we came up with last week. This has been something that's been on my 
mind since I took the job." 

Rutherford apologized for some of his public criticism of Boudreau's 
coaching, but made no apology for the way Boudreau was hung out to 
dry while the team talked to Tocchet in the worst-kept succession secret 
in the NHL. In fact, he said this hiring timeline was no different than when 
Aquilini had Boudreau ready as his next coach when Travis Green was 
fired in 2021. 

Tocchet said part of his job is to insulate the players from the "noise" in 
the fan base. He intends to create a locker room that's "a safe 
environment" for the players, blocking out the negativity about the 
franchise. He also sought to defuse any additional controversy he might 
bring to the team by deleting his Twitter account; recently, fans 
discovered some questionable activity on his public social media feed. 

"I had it when I was at TNT, promoting stuff," he said. "Now as a head 
coach, it was time to get rid of it." 

Now that Boudreau is out and Tocchet is in, can the healing begin 
between the fans and the franchise? 

Allvin, who gave fans credit for the way they saluted Boudreau, believes 
there's really one way to bring an infusion of positivity to Vancouver: 
winning hockey games. 

"I believe the fans in Vancouver are missing a banner in the rafters," he 
said. "That's what the fans want to see. And they want to see a team that 
competes every night." 

The latter is Rick Tocchet's calling card. Seeing the Canucks anything 
less than competitive and engaged under his watch would be a surprise. 
Tocchet may even be a factor if the Canucks ever do unfurl a 
championship banner -- but not the primary one. If Vancouver turns this 
around in the long term, it'll be thanks to successful "major surgery" on 
this roster, the leveling up of the remaining players, and a series of smart 
moves by a management team with a Stanley Cup pedigree -- hopefully 
free from the meddling of ownership. 

Oh, and a little draft lottery luck wouldn't hurt, either. 

Bedard, there he is? 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘It was a special night’: Gaudreau appreciative of Flames 
fans in first return to Saddledome 

 

Eric Francis | January 24, 2023, 2:27 AM 

5–6 minutes 

 

CALGARY — Punctuating a night of endless noise, emotion and drama, 
Johnny Gaudreau stood in the quiet confines of the visitors’ dressing 
room with an admission to make. 

“It was hard for a little bit,” said the longtime Flame of the relentless 
booing that welcomed him back to the Saddledome for the first time as a 
Blue Jacket. 

"I kind of knew what was going to happen, but still, there's nothing that 
gets you ready for something like that. 

“They were cheering and rooting for me for the past nine, 10 years and 
now they're all booing me.  

“It's hard.  

“It was hard for a little bit, but I kind of got my bearings and kind of settled 
down in the second.” 

As much as this one meant for a fan base that spent the last six months 
waiting for the chance to share their frustration with his decision to leave, 
it meant every bit as much to the 29-year-old winger. 

He spoke of how hard his heart was beating before he hit the ice, how 
proud he was of his teammates for making a game of it and how touching 
it was to get the highly-anticipated standing ovation he so richly 
deserved. 

Bookended by boos that began in warmup and were sustained 
throughout the night was a touching video tribute early in the first period 
that prompted fans and players on both benches to stand in unison to 
salute nine years of service to the city and franchise that gave him a 
chance as an undersized teen. 

Fans who felt Johnny Hockey had done them dirty with his last-minute 
free agency decision, also felt the need to share their gratitude, their love 
and respect for a man who most certainly earned it as one of the 
league’s most uniquely talented and entertaining stars. 

A stirring moment on a memorable night that lived up to the hype in so 
many ways. 

“Thank you for supporting me,” was his message when interviewed by 
Ryan Leslie during the intermission. 

“A small little kid coming out of Boston College, and from Day 1 they 
loved having me here, and I loved being here.  

“Just thank you.” 

After the game he went further. 

"Just the non-stop support I've had since my first day, even in college, 
they were big fans of me,” said Gaudreau, whose overtime winner in 
Game 7 against Dallas will remain one of the most memorable in club 
lore. 

“I just want to thank them all for being great fans and welcoming me into 
their city. They treated me and my family really well." 

Especially during what he’ll always remember as a special sendoff of 
sorts.   

“It felt nice to see everyone standing up and clapping their hands and 
cheering for me,” said Gaudreau before breaking into a grin. 
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“Then five seconds after, start to boo again.  

“It's what I expected coming here. It's a great fan base. They're 
passionate fans. I loved it. It was a special night for me." 

Setting up a see-saw drama that saw his young team push the Flames 
into overtime in a game the host would eventually win 4-3, Gaudreau was 
handed a penalty shot a mere five minutes in against former teammate, 
Dan Vladar. 

He wound up whistling his attempt wide, sending the crowd into a frenzy. 

It was only after that opening period, with his club down 1-0, he finally got 
the jitters out, setting the stage for the type of magic the Flames so sorely 
miss this year. 

Despite being badly outplayed, Gaudreau turned the game on a dime 
midway through the second, erasing a 2-0 deficit by brilliantly setting up a 
pair of power play goals 49 seconds apart. 

Game on. 

“Kind of settled down in the second, finally,” said Gaudreau, who was a 
perfect decoy on Boone Jenner’s tying goal early in the third. 

“Calmed down, took a breath, and played my game.” 

And what a game it was. 

By night’s end Gaudreau had 11 shot attempts, five hit the net, and his 
redirection of an Andrew Peeke point shot bounced off the post with eight 
minutes left in a 3-3 game. 

Alas, like many of the games his club has played this season, it ended 
with a loss and a night he’ll never forget. 

"It was loud all night,” he laughed. 

“I was sitting next to Eric Robinson, he's a longtime friend, and he was 
like, 'man, they're really giving it to you out there.' I was like, 'it's just a 
great fan base.' It was a lot of fun. I'm glad I got to come back and play. It 
was a cool night." 

A night that paves the way for his next visit to be just a little less stressful. 

"It'll probably be easier next time but I'm sure I'll still get booed,” he 
laughed. 

“The first time back there are a lot of emotions, a little nervous before the 
game started, but I was excited to be back.  

“It was a lot of fun playing here." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tavares, Nylander's dominant reunion breathes life into 
Maple Leafs' offence 

 

Sonny Sachdeva | January 23, 2023, 11:41 PM 
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TORONTO — When it’s all clicking as it’s supposed to, this is what an 
elite offence looks like. This is how it’s supposed to operate. 

Not just dominant, not just hard to contain, but versatile, bold, and 
resilient. 

Rewind the tape, roll through these Toronto Maple Leafs’ greatest 
moments from the past couple seasons, and the formula for most blue-
and-white wins has been clear: one or both of Nos. 34 and 16 running 
wild, and everyone else hanging on until the final whistle. But midway 

through this 2022-23 campaign, the blueprint has a different look. That 
burden of carrying Toronto’s offensive hopes has been lifted off the 
leading duo’s shoulders, spread more evenly among the whole core four. 

And on a Monday night at Scotiabank Arena that saw these Leafs come 
out stumbling and walk away laughing, William Nylander showed the 
Maple Leafs faithful what that looks like. 

“Terrific,” head coach Sheldon Keefe said of Nylander after the eventual 
5-2 win over the New York Islanders, an apt one-word summary of a 
night that saw No. 88 lead his club with a flat-out dominant four-point 
performance. “Willy’s been excellent, and he was excellent today.” 

“It’s the way he’s been playing all year,” added John Tavares. “He 
continues to get better and better. Obviously he’s an unbelievable player, 
and when he gets the puck on his stick, he can make so much happen. 
He’s so unpredictable, his ability to finish plays and his soft touch and 
poise, obviously his skating ability creates separation. 

“He continues to be a catalyst for us.” 

On this night, the Maple Leafs were desperate for one. 

Twenty minutes into Toronto’s tilt against the Islanders, Keefe’s club 
looked dead in the water. Down a goal, being doubled in the shots 
department, and searching for signs of life in the building after a sleepy 
period punctuated mostly by Islanders chances, the Maple Leafs 
returned to the locker room in search of answers. 

“No life, no energy, no pace, no execution,” Keefe said of the opening 
period that had his club down 1-0. “In the first intermission, we had a 
chance to regroup. I don’t think a lot had to be said, other than pointing 
out the obvious. It’s on the players — they did the talking, and more 
importantly, they came out on the ice way more focused.” 

They came out with a different look, too, Keefe opting for plan B and 
reuniting Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner, moving Nylander to 
Tavares’ trio. 

“We had to change something — well, many things,” Keefe said. “But 
that was probably the biggest change. And it was noticeable right from 
that first shift — Mitch and Auston, what they brought to that first shift, life 
and energy. And then obviously John and Will, those guys connected as 
well, and things just started coming together for us.” 

That’s putting it mildly. His squad came out flying from the second 
period’s opening puck drop, Matthews and Marner finding some 
dangerous looks on their first shift, tilting the ice back in their direction. 
But it was Tavares’ early fire in the second that pulled his club back. 

Frustrated after his first trip over the boards in that middle frame — 
slamming the bench door shut after a shift that saw him and his 
linemates looking out of sync — Tavares returned to the ice for his next 
go and took over. The captain grabbed the puck and went hard to the 
net, causing some chaos but coming up short. A moment later, he did it 
again, this time faking out the opposition and dishing a backhand to a 
waiting Nylander, who made no mistake. 

The Islanders answered with a goal of their own. But Tavares and his 
Leafs kept coming, tying the game once again within a few minutes. 

This time it was Ilya Samsonov with the setup, the netminder surprising 
everyone on both benches with a heads-up rocket of a pass down the ice 
while the Islanders were changing, which Nylander collected and shuffled 
on to a breaking Tavares. 

By the time the game had reached its midpoint, Keefe’s squad had taken 
the lead, levelled the shot totals, and grabbed hold of the momentum. 

The captain’s line facilitated two more goals before the period was 
through, Nylander doing his best Samsonov impression with a flip-pass 
setup for Calle Jarnkrok, and then bagging one himself after intercepting 
an Islanders clearing attempt. 

“JT was excellent in that second period,” Keefe said of his captain, 
whose eight shots during the 20-minute stretch rank as the most he’s 
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ever amassed in any period during his 14-year career. “I just thought he 
made plays. He was hard on the puck, he was winning battles, he was 
getting in behind their defence. The goal he scored was great, but there 
were a number of sequences where he just came out with the puck or 
held onto the puck. 

“There were a number of different sequences that he either creates or 
keeps alive just through moving his feet, winning a battle, protecting the 
puck — all the things that he does at an elite level all came together in 
that period.” 

In its best form, this is how it works. Anyone who’s tuned in to a Maple 
Leafs game knows the danger Matthews and Marner can create when 
they’re paired together. The logic of keeping them apart to spread the 
offensive wealth is clear. Monday’s comeback win, though, showed us 
another piece of that decision’s value — that it turns the Matthews-
Marner reunion, and the Nylander-Tavares reunion, into a tool Keefe can 
call on when its needed most. 

In this one, it was, the change unleashing every bit of progress shown 
from Nylander and Taveres this season, both of whom have looked like 
the most lethal offensive versions of themselves so far. 

What impressed Keefe most about that overpowering second period, 
though, wasn’t the offensive outburst from his top six, but the fact that his 
group took it upon themselves to regroup and go again. 

“In that moment, the guys know that that was not a good period,” he said 
of that first intermission. “You’re hoping that your team’s going to say the 
right things and be focused and in the right mindset. I don’t feel I need to 
go in there and say much other than pointing out the obvious and putting 
the game onto them. They need to respond. 

“For us to flip the game like that, it takes a significant effort. The players 
have to be in the right frame of mind to be able to do that. I was really, 
really impressed with our team’s ability to bounce back and flip the game 
like that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / As Tocchet takes over Canucks’ bench, Miller aims to 
correct ‘handful’ of bad moments 

 

Iain MacIntyre | January 23, 2023, 9:41 PM 

7–9 minutes 

 

VANCOUVER — Like nearly half the players on the Vancouver Canucks, 
J.T. Miller is on his third head coach in 14 months. 

And with another 7 ½ years under contract, including all of the $56-
million-US extension he signed last summer, chances are Miller will 
probably go through another coach or two after Rick Tocchet. That’s just 
reality in the National Hockey League. Coaches don’t get seven-year 
contract extensions, and Tocchet’s deal with the Canucks is for the rest 
of this season and two more. 

In his first press conference after succeeding Bruce Boudreau, Tocchet 
was asked more questions Sunday about Miller than any other player. 
The 29-year-old power forward is paramount to whatever the Canucks 
are going to become — good or bad — which puts Miller at the top of 
Tocchet’s to-do list when it comes to fixing the defensively-inept team. 

“I was an emotional player, you know?” Tocchet said. “But there's 
different emotion. It's okay to have emotion on the bench and tell your 
linemate 'let's go.' But I think on the ice, you've got to be careful of your 
body language. That's not an indictment on J.T.; I'm just saying you can't 
start backchecking because you're mad at somebody.” 

And later: “Can we get better at game management? I think that's 
something that will help, and it will help J.T. Sometimes you've got to live 
for another shift. Everything can't be high-risk. You're up 3-2, if the play's 
there to make. . . but you can't throw pucks in the middle. And like I said, 
I'm not picking on J.T., I'm just talking in general.” 

You could have sold tickets to Tocchet’s meeting with Miller before the 
new coach’s first practice Monday at Rogers Arena. 

But, ultimately, it’s up to the player to address his problems. And Miller 
recognizes there are some. 

“There's been a handful of (negative) moments this year that have really 
defined my season,” Miller told Sportsnet after the tense practice. “I 
understand in this market, this is what you're going to get. But that's not 
my character to play like that.  

“There's plenty of times where I'm hauling my ass on the backcheck. But 
the bad ones are bad. Like, I know they are. I'm the guy that's last up at 
night thinking about that. I'm not thinking about what everybody's going to 
say. Whether it's the end of a shift or this or that, I know what I did. It's 
not me saying, ‘Screw that, I don't care.’ No, that's just me, like, so in my 
own head that it's like it turns into a blackout for a very brief amount of 
time. 

“I'm still a leader on the team here. And leading by example is not doing 
that and I fully understand that. It's been something on my chest all year 
because I feel like I've been kind of typecast for what kind of player I've 
been this year. But it's just been a handful of moments.” 

The worst of these occurred during a 3-2 loss in Calgary on New Year’s 
Eve when Miller turned the puck over before the first two Flames goals. 
On one play, he ambled on the backcheck, on the other he went for an 
untimely line change. 

Miller was roasted on social media and by Hockey Night in Canada 
panelists Kevin Bieksa, Kelly Hrudey and Elliotte Friedman. 

His lackadaisical errors came after Miller put himself in the spotlight by 
yelling at teammate Collin Delia to go to the bench for an extra attacker 
— and whacking the top of the net with his stick to send the goalie 
scurrying — near the end of Vancouver’s 4-2 road loss to the Winnipeg 
Jets two nights earlier. 

It seems like J.T. Miller’s name has been trending on Twitter since then. 

“I don't want that to happen again because I'm trying to teach guys how 
to play the right way on this team, and that ain't it,” Miller said Monday. 
“So I completely understand. It's been something on my mind and it's 
something I'm trying to work on. 

“There's been a handful of moments that I've made bad decisions based 
on my emotions taking over. Yes, there have been some times where 
that has become bad habit, and I think it comes with, like you said, the 
shitshow we're in and losing games and feeling like it's Game 7 every 
night. It's just emotional for me.” 

Through 46 games, Miller has 18 goals and 41 points — 20 of them on 
the power play. The narrative of his season is that he has been awful, but 
he’s still likely to finish with 30 goals and 70-plus points.  

His shots-for percentage has dipped this season to 48.2 percent from 
52.4 during last season’s 99-point career year. His expected goals have 
dropped to 43.4 from 51.8. But Miller’s scoring differential has been hurt 
by a five-point collapse in his PDO — team shooting percentage plus 
save percentage when Miller is on the ice. His on-ice shooting 
percentage of 6.79 is one of lowest on the team, roughly half the rate at 
which shots go into the opposition net when Elias Pettersson, Ilya 
Mikheyev and Andrei Kuzmenko are on the ice for the Canucks. Miller is 
among NHL leaders with seven shots against the post or crossbar, more 
iron that he hit all of last season. 

So there’s some bad luck involved. But there really is no excuse for bad 
backchecks or lazy line changes. 
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“Just trying to look in the mirror at how can I be better on the ice, how 
can I be a better leader, how can I control my emotions better?” Miller 
said. “At the same time, it's hard. It's very, very hard when I play with a 
lot of emotion to keep it completely under control. But at the end of the 
day, it has revolved around playing the right way and winning hockey 
games. And when we're not getting those results. . . I'm mad at myself 99 
per cent of the time, no matter how it may come off." 

As he discussed previously with reporters, Miller said he has been 
working since he was a kid to channel his emotions and not let self-
frustration turn into negative body language that affects teammates. 

He also said the difficult season — for him and his team — has not made 
him question the commitment he made last summer to staying when he 
could have waited a year and gone anywhere in free agency. 

“It has been very hard emotionally,” Miller said of the season. “It just feels 
like we're stuck. But I think that slowly, if you try to envision the big 
picture here, it's going to go the right way. I want to be here when we're 
at the top because I still believe at some point this team has the core 
pieces to win. I don't know what it's going to look like here the next 
couple of months; it might get a little muddy in the water again. But at the 
same time, I'm here for the long haul because I believe in the process. 
I'm sure I'm going to get booed again and that's alright. But at the same 
time, I definitely put pressure on myself to win hockey games.” 

In his first practice under Tocchet, Miller was moved back to centre from 
the wing and skated between Sheldon Dries and Conor Garland on the 
Canucks’ third line.  

The Tocchet era begins Tuesday with a visit from the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Tuesday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Nugent-Hopkins rewarding Oilers' loyalty by paying dues 
as unheralded performer 

 

Mark Spector | January 23, 2023, 7:14 PM 

6–8 minutes 

 

EDMONTON — Ryan Nugent-Hopkins was riding high at the pinnacle of 
a long and fruitless career as an Edmonton Oiler last spring, coming off a 
two-goal, first-star performance in Game 4 of Edmonton’s second-round 
series against the Calgary Flames. 

After 11 years of toiling away in Edmonton with one playoff series win to 
show for it, Nugent-Hopkins and the Oilers were hopping a plane down to 
Calgary up 3-1 in Round 2. They were ready to put the dagger into the 
hated Flames, the focus of a hockey country finally trained on him and 
his Oilers for all the right reasons. 

Then on an off day between games, his beloved Golden Retriever 
Sophie died suddenly. She was only seven. 

“Hemangiosarcoma,” he said Monday, referencing a common, fatal form 
of cancer that strikes dogs. “It was after Game 4, in between games. It 
was pretty rough. It just happened, and I wasn't there….” 

Ah, the grand existence of an NHL player. The dog that he and wife 
Breanne raised from a pup was gone, and there they were, hugging via 
FaceTime. Neither had the other’s shoulder to cry on. 

On Saturday, Vancouver defenceman Ethan Bear missed a game due to 
the death of his dog. Would Nugent-Hopkins, a true animal lover who 
owns horses and loves dogs, make the same decision? 

“I mean, if it was the regular season, yeah. I think so,” he said. “It's just 
different when you’re in Game 5.” 

Coming off of that two-goal Game 4 in which he led the Oilers in shots on 
goal (5), had five blocked shots and went 41 per cent in the circle, he hit 
the Saddledome ice with a heavy heart that only a pet owner knows. 
Nugent-Hopkins had an assist, a shot on goal, and won only two of 12 
faceoffs in the game. 

He played. 

He wasn’t really good, but he played, and his teammates picked him up 
in a 5-4 overtime win. 

This is life, right? Pets, friends, and loved ones who sometimes leave us 
too soon. 

“You're trying to think about something, but your mind is only on one 
thing,” he admitted. “I mean, she kind of made us fall in love with the 
breed. We're (Goldie people) now. And we have the other guy he's 
awesome.” 

Today the Nugent-Hopkins have another Goldie named Willow and a 
shepherd mix named Rocco, living happily ever after in a beautiful home 
in Edmonton’s West End. 

He has become part of Edmonton’s sports fabric, the baby-faced Nugent-
Hopkins, a guy who just never found a reason not to sign another 
contract with the team that drafted him first overall back in 2011. 

“It would have been easy to ship me out for somebody else when things 
weren't going well in a lot of years,” he recognized. “We've had different 
GMs, different coaches, and the organizations has stayed loyal to me.” 

This season, more than ever, the reward for that loyalty has been rich. At 
age 29 Nugent-Hopkins is on Year 2 of an eight-year, $41 million deal 
that should make him an Oilers for the remainder of what will be a 1,200-
game career — and he’s posting career numbers. 

Nugent-Hopkins is tied for 11th in NHL scoring with 57 points, and has 22 
goals. His career highs are 28 goals and 69 points, and the Oilers have 
34 games to play. 

His cap hit of $5.125 million, coupled with Zach Hyman’s $5.5 million, are 
two massive bargains for the 11th and 13th leading scorers in the league. 
Nugent-Hopkins has one more point than Mitch Marner, even if he gets 
less than one-tenth the love from the networks. 

“I don't think it's a surprise that he's having the year that he's having 
given the fact that he has displayed a level of compete that I think is 
upper echelon,” said his coach, Jay Woodcroft. “His versatility of being 
able to either drive a line or make people around him better … he 
complements a lot of different people up and down our lineup. 

“He's a real important piece. He helps make us go up front.” 

Like that favorite old turntable that may have seemed expendable over 
the years, today — as the waxy groove of team success rings through 
Rogers Place — the thought of Nugent-Hopkins finishing his career 
where it started is sweet, sweet music indeed. 

“I've talked to many guys who go around (the NHL). Maybe one thing is 
better (elsewhere), but it can be worse in certain ways,” he observes. 
“And, I love playing in a hockey market. I want to be in a spot where it 
means something to the city and it means something to the people that 
live here.” 

Nugent-Hopkins has become the alternator on this high-powered engine 
driven by Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

On hockey’s best power play, he simply distributes pucks to the correct 
destination with an acute consistency. Until the moment requires a shot, 
at which time he has learned to bear down and make them count. 

His shooting percentage is 19.6 per cent — seventh among those who 
have scored 20 or more this season. 
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He slips onto McDavid or Draisaitl’s left wing like a favorite old football 
jersey, or centres his own third line between guys like Klim Kostin and 
Mattias Janmark. He kills penalties, defends a five-on-three, and 
Woodcroft throws him over the boars in the final minute whether his team 
is winning 2-1, or losing. 

And while McDavid stocks the highlight shows, Nugent-Hopkins just 
thinks his way through the game. Somehow a rosy-cheeked first-overall 
pick who never weighed more than 185 pounds has matured into a savvy 
vet who knows what hole needs to be plugged long before the leak has 
sprung. 

“One of the things I try to be is a smart player. Try to distribute the puck 
well and make the right plays,” he said. “I try to use my brain and be a 
more cerebral player out there. 

“It doesn't maybe show up on the highlight reel, but I’m just trying to help 
my team in whatever way I can.” 

He’s hoping to help them back to where they went last spring, and 
perhaps even another step further. 

And if it ever happens for Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Oilers lifer, here in 
Edmonton, no one can say he didn’t pay his Northern Alberta dues. 

“I don't want to be somewhere else in the warm weather,” he said, 
“looking at this team and what's going on in this room.” 
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TSN.CA / Samsonov starts again as Leafs open five-game homestand 

Mark Masters 

11–14 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs and New York Islanders skated at Scotiabank Arena on 
Monday. 

Mitch Marner got a reminder about the power of sports on Sunday.  

"Obviously, it's a devastating Bills loss," the Leafs winger said of the NFL 
playoff game featuring Buffalo and the Cincinnati Bengals. "A lot of my 
buddies are diehard Bills fans and seeing how they react throughout the 
season with the Bills, I'm starting to really realize that's probably how 
they react to the Leafs as well. That's a lot of love, a lot of passion. They 
want their team to win every year and you got to respect it ... It's 
something I cherish a lot." 

Marner is doing his part to excite Toronto fans this season. He 
established a new franchise record point streak of 23 games. Marner has 
also hit the scoresheet in 20 straight home games, which is also a new 
Leafs benchmark. Marner will look to extend the record run as Toronto 
opens a season-long five-game homestand on Monday against the New 
York Islanders.  

"You get to sleep in your own bed for naps," Marner said of playing at 
home. "You spend time at home before games ... It's a nice little 
relaxation. And then you come here and you get your work done."  

Marner has only failed to pick up a point in one home game this season 
and that was way back on Oct. 20. The last player with at least one point 
in 23 of his team's first 24 home games of a season was Pittsburgh's 
Mario Lemieux in 1995-96.  

Marner has helped turn Scotiabank Arena into a hockey fortress this 
season. Only the Boston Bruins (22-1-3) have a better home record than 
the Leafs (17-3-4).  

"We come out with a good push at the start," Marner said of the home 
success. "It just seems like the whole way through we're consistently 
playing. It's important to do that for the next five." 

Toronto has won four straight at home where they have just one 
regulation loss against an Eastern Conference opponent this season 
(Pittsburgh Penguins on Nov. 11).  

"We've played good hockey here," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "We've 
played a good team game. Even at times when we haven't played well, 
we've found ways to win, found ways to come back in games and flip 
momentum, all things you want to be able to do on home ice. So, it's just 
a matter of things really coming together for us here. You want to, of 
course, be a team that plays the same and can play well in both spots, 
home and away, and we've played well on the road at different times too, 
but you certainly need to take care of your home games and we've done 
that well. It's going to be a theme for the week."  

The New York Rangers, Ottawa Senators, Washington Capitals and 
Bruins will all visit Toronto before the all-star break.  

The Leafs are 15th overall on the road where they've lost more games 
than they've won (11-8-4).  

0 seconds of 1 minute, 19 secondsVolume 90% 

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

'Devastating' Bills loss reminds Marner how friends live and die with 
Leafs 

Mitch Marner spoke to the media ahead of the Leafs game against the 
Islanders on Monday. He touched on the love he always feels from the 
home fans and how the way his friends reacted to the Bills loss on 
Sunday reminds him a lot of Leaf fans. 

Ilya Samsonov is 12-0-1 with a .938 save percentage at home this 
season. He'll get a chance to keep his torrid Toronto pace going on 
Monday. It's just the second time this season that Samsonov has started 
three in a row.  

"He's earned it," said Keefe.  

Matt Murray allowed four goals on eight shots before being pulled in a 
game against the Florida Panthers last Tuesday. Samsonov stopped all 
11 shots he faced in relief and followed that up by making a season-high 
37 saves in a win over the Winnipeg Jets on Thursday.  

"The door opened for him here in terms of coming in in relief for us and 
he's done a really good job," Keefe continued. "I think he deserved better 
the other night in terms of a result, so want to get him right back again. 
He's another guy who's played really well at home for us, so it's a good 
chance for he and our team to respond tonight." 

Samsonov stopped 28 of 31 shots in Saturday's overtime loss, but 
impressed teammates by maintaining focus in a hostile environment. 

Samsonov was frustrated when the referees didn't call a penalty on 
Michael Pezzetta, who clipped his skate in the second period. Samsonov 
then stayed in the game after taking a puck off the mask and dealing with 
a sore jaw. He was upset the referees didn't whistle play dead 
immediately after the strap on his mask came loose.  

"It's a hard game," Samsonov admitted afterwards. "A lot of emotion."    

"He's a competitor," said Auston Matthews. "He's going to battle 
regardless of the situation. He's going to stay in there and he's going to 
compete for us. He made some big stops for us at key points, and he just 
hung in there." 

Samsonov last made three straight starts in October when Murray was 
out with an injury. When healthy, Samsonov and Murray have alternated 
starts most of the year and the competition to be the playoff starter will be 
a big storyline down the stretch. 
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"Both were playing really well at the same time and then both sort of 
slipped at the same time, so it was harder to have any sort of 
separation," said Keefe. "We're into the second half of the season now 
and it's important to give guys the opportunities when they've earned it. 
Matt will be ready when he gets back in, and he'll get his chance. We got 
two guys who will compete for the net, and we like that." 

'Devastating' Bills loss reminds Marner how friends live and die with 
Leafs 

Mitch Marner spoke to the media ahead of the Leafs game against the 
Islanders on Monday. He touched on the love he always feels from the 
home fans and how the way his friends reacted to the Bills loss on 
Sunday reminds him a lot of Leaf fans. 

Ilya Sorokin stopped 30 of 32 shots to lead the Islanders to an overtime 
win in Toronto in November.  

"He's the best goalie on the planet," said Mathew Barzal. "Simple as that. 
That's what I think." 

The Islanders have just one win in nine games (1-5-3), but Sorokin's play 
hasn't faltered. It's the offence that's dried up. New York has scored just 
15 goals in the past nine games. The power play is in a 1-for-54 funk.  

"As of late, we haven't given him much help," Barzal admitted. "It's 
unfortunate because he really does keep us in every game. He's just 
incredible in practice and in games. There's no doubt in my mind he's the 
best goalie on the planet." 

Sorokin owns a .924 save percentage, which is fourth among goalies 
who have played at least 15 games.  

"The numbers talk for themselves," said Marner. "What he's done for that 
team in the net has been pretty amazing to watch. Everyone talked about 
how good he was going to be when he came in here and he's proved it." 

Marner has scored three goals in three career games against Sorokin, 
which leads the Leafs.  

Barzal on Sorokin: 'No doubt in my mind he’s the best goalie on the 
planet' 

Members of the Islanders and Leafs spoke to the media on Monday 
about the impressive play of Ilya Sorokin and why they feel he deserves 
all the praise he gets. 

John Tavares credits his new skating coach Paul Matheson for helping 
him stay spry at age 32.  

"I worked with Dawn Braid for a long time, and she was tremendous with 
me over 15 years," Tavares said. "It was something fresh. A fresh set of 
eyes." 

The Leafs also hired Matheson as a skating development consultant and 
Tavares often spends time with him before practices. That was the case 
on Friday, for example.  

"[Him being] within the organization allows that work to really continue in 
season, which gets more and more important as you get older," Tavares 
said. "Really need to reinforce certain habits and work on certain things 
especially when you make some changes. He's been great. Just constant 
feedback, both positive and things to continue to work on. I've felt a real 
difference in that area so far and want to continue to see growth there 
and have it impact my game positively."  

"You can tell that those guys have made a real connection," Keefe said. 
"Paul's come in and taken a really good detailed and progressive 
approach that John's really latched onto ... John's stayed diligent with it, 
stayed on top of it and I definitely see an improvement."  

Tavares is on pace for 35 goals and 79 points this season. Last season, 
he finished with 27 goals and 76 points.  

'Fresh set of eyes': Tavares credits new skating coach for making 'real 
difference' 

John Tavares has never been known for his speed but he's made 
improvements throughout his career, with it being very noticeable during 
this season. He spoke to the media on Monday about how helpful skating 
consultant Paul Matheson has been in his development this year. 

Tavares is poised to suit up in game No. 1,000 on Sunday.  

"It's hard to believe," the Leafs captain said. "Obviously, you know, it's 
hard to take in a little bit. Just a lot of gratitude for a lot of people who 
have helped me get to this point. Played for two great organizations. It's 
been a lot of fun, a great journey, so I think it might be one of those times 
when you take a step back and reflect a little bit." 

Do his young sons realize the significance of what's coming this 
weekend?  

"Not quite," Tavares said with a smile. "They're figuring a few things out. 
They're just excited when they get a puck or see the guys around the 
locker room and stuff like that. So, it's been great to have them be a part 
of it now and see what I love to do every day. Just to get to share that 
with them means the world to me." 

Axton, Tavares' youngest son, was at the morning skate and received a 
puck from his pops.  

Do his kids like any of the other Leafs players?  

"They're asking a lot about Auston, Mitch and Willy [Nylander] these 
days, so completely understandable," Tavares said. "I know they like 
Muzz [Jake Muzzin] a lot for his big beard too, so they got a few."  

Tavares oldest son, Jace, was born in September 2019. Axton arrived in 
January 2021.  

Tavares on looming 1,000-game milestone: 'It's hard to believe' 

John Tavares spoke to the media on Monday about the importance of his 
1,000th game being only four games away and how much it means to 
him to be able to share this milestone with his family. 

T.J. Brodie skated with teammates for the first time since sustaining a rib 
injury on Jan. 7.  

"We'll look to ramp him up through the week," said Keefe. "He won't be 
available tonight or Wednesday and then we'll see where he's at later in 
the week and make a decision. He's going to have to be feeling really 
good in order for [it to] make sense to play him before the break, but he is 
ramping up towards being available before the break."  

Pontus Holmberg was called up from the American Hockey League and 
will draw back into the Leafs lineup on Monday. 

Lines at Monday's skate:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Jarnkrok - Tavares - Marner  

Kerfoot - Kampf - Engvall  

Aston-Reese - Holmberg - McMann  

Simmonds  

Rielly - Liljegren  

Giordano - Holl 

Sandin - Timmins  

Benn - Brodie  

Samsonov starts 

Murray 
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TSN.CA / Gaudreau expecting boos in emotional return to Calgary 

 

Salim Valji 

4–5 minutes 

 

In preparation for his return to the Saddledome on Monday evening, 
Columbus Blue Jackets players playfully booed Johnny Gaudreau during 
the team’s morning skate. 

Perhaps it’s a sign of things to come from Flames faithful, who watched 
the star winger dazzle his way into the franchise record books over parts 
of nine seasons before he signed a seven-year, $68.25 million contract 
with Columbus last summer. 

“That was funny,” Gaudreau said later during a media availability. “[I] 
couldn’t really stickhandle, I was laughing so hard.” 

Blue Jackets blueliner Erik Gudbranson, also making his return to the 
Saddledome, was one of the culprits. 

“Talked about it a little on the bus that we probably should do it and 
warmed up and [Columbus head coach Brad Larsen] came into the room 
and thought the same thing,” he said.  

“[Larsen] told them to get it out of the way early,” Gaudreau said. 

“Might as well prepare for tonight,” Larsen said. 

In his well-documented free agency, Gaudreau chose Columbus (and left 
a significant amount of money on the table) over Calgary, a decision he 
and those close to him said came down to the wire. 

With the Flames, he ranks 12th in franchise history in games played 
(602), ninth in goals (210), fifth in assists (399), and fifth in points (609). 
He said Monday he wouldn’t change how he handled free agency and 
that it played out for as long as it did because of what Calgary meant to 
him. 

“It was so hard on me that I knew how special this place was to me,” he 
said. “Looking back, a lot of people jump right into it and say they’re 
doing free agency. For me, it was a really long time to figure out what I 
was going to do.” 

Gaudreau said one memory from his time with the Flames stands out 
above all else: his overtime winner at the Saddledome versus the Dallas 
Stars that sent Calgary to the second round of the playoffs and the 
embrace he shared with long-time teammate Sean Monahan, who was 
injured and did not suit up in the postseason. 

“My favourite one is just after Game 7 last year and when Monny’s 
waiting for me in the tunnel, waiting to give me a big hug,” he said. “He 
was so fired up. That’s one of my most special memories, just being here 
with him for nine years.” 

Gaudreau returns to Calgary at a time when the organization is bereft of 
a player of his exact qualities: someone who can change a game – and, 
when the stakes are high enough, a season – in a single shift. 

Despite adding high-profile forwards Jonathan Huberdeau and Nazem 
Kadri in the summer, Calgary head coach Darryl Sutter has said several 
times that his team as constructed sorely lacks that type of player. He 
had effusive praise for his former star winger on Monday. 

“I was disappointed to lose Johnny,” Sutter said. “I enjoyed coaching him. 
I enjoyed seeing his progression last year…there’s three things that are 
very important: good person, good player, good teammate, and he 
checked the boxes really good.” 

It will be an emotional evening for Gaudreau, who saw some friends in 
the city (he emphasized those friends are not currently on the Flames) 
during his brief stop in Calgary. 

“They’re a passionate fan base here, that’s why I loved playing here,” he 
said. “I don’t expect anything else [but boos]. Obviously, we had some 
good times here. The way they supported the team and supported our 
players, it was awesome. They love their Flames. I’m not on the Flames 
anymore. I’m on the other team. I get it.” 

Gaudreau has come as advertised for Columbus, tallying 44 points in 46 
games and earning a spot at the All-Star Game in Florida. That hasn’t 
translated to success in the standings for Columbus, who have the 
fewest points in the league and look primed for a shot at Connor Bedard 
at the 2023 NHL Draft. 

Larsen and Gudbranson emphasized that Gaudreau will not go about the 
evening alone. He has a group behind him that will have no trouble 
getting motivated for this game. 

“However the reaction is going to be tonight, it’ll be directed towards him 
but he’s going to have a full lineup behind him, supporting him and 
playing hard for him,” Gudbranson said. “He’s on a team and he’s got the 
boys behind him for sure.” 
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TSN.CA / Can Tocchet’s system work for Canucks? 

 

Travis Yost 

4–6 minutes 

 

Bruce Boudreau is out, Rick Tocchet is in, and the Vancouver Canucks 
have an awful lot of work ahead of them. 

Now that hockey’s clunkiest head coaching termination in recent history 
is behind us, focus turns to a new-look coaching staff and an 
organization under pressure to turn the proverbial ship around. 

Vancouver’s management team introduced Tocchet on Sunday. I heard 
two points regularly from president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford 
and the rest of the Vancouver brass: they want to tighten things up 
defensively and believe a coaching swap can better serve them as it 
pertains to player evaluation. 

The notion, of course, is players struggling under two (in some cases, 
three) head coaches and multiple different systems may mean a 
heightened focus on roster-building efforts. If the team just isn’t as 
talented as they believe, the front office must consider how to break it 
down and rebuild it. 

Whether or not you were a Bruce Boudreau fan, Tocchet as his 
replacement is a fascinating hire. 

On one hand, Tocchet brings some defensive pedigree – his teams 
historically have been fiercer and more physical defensively than your 
average team. On the other hand, Tocchet’s teams have by and large 
struggled in his previous stops in Tampa Bay and Arizona. What I wanted 
to do was get a feel for how Tocchet’s teams looked year to year, and 
examine how that may impact Vancouver’s playing future over the next 
couple of seasons. 

First, Tocchet’s track record: 438 games behind the bench at a 77-point 
pace, with one playoff team – Arizona in 2019-20 – over six seasons: 

Tocchet’s two previous stops couldn’t be more different. In Tampa Bay, 
Tocchet did have access to talent and the team generally 
underperformed, leading to his termination in 2009-10. Guy Boucher 
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would take over behind the bench and in his first season, took the 
Lightning to the Eastern Conference Finals. 

Years later, Tocchet earned his second job in Arizona – a mountainous 
task with a franchise routinely cash-constrained and, not infrequently, 
challenged by a lack of talent across the lineup. Tocchet’s Arizona teams 
were never particularly competitive, but a feather-in-his-cap moment 
came in 2019-20, where the Coyotes rode a white-hot goaltending 
tandem of Darcy Kuemper and Antti Raanta to the playoffs. 

Let’s break out each of these six teams and grade them relative to their 
peers in the playing year for a better understanding of where Tocchet’s 
teams were strong, and where they were weak. 

I have segmented the statistical measures by the three game states: 

Even grading Tocchet’s Coyotes reign on a curve (and I very much think 
you should), the data is relatively clear over his six-year career: 
Tocchet’s teams are dreadful offensively, closer to league averages 
defensively, and generally reliant on great goaltending play when they do 
win games. 

In Vancouver, Tocchet will have plenty of access to scoring talent in a 
way that he certainly didn’t in Arizona, but how much that’s worth is 
anyone’s guess. 

Now let’s look at special teams. One would guess based on the even-
strength profile that Tocchet’s teams couldn’t score on the power play 
and were better on the penalty kill, and one would be correct: 

The Coyotes penalty-kill unit under Tocchet was one of the better stories 
in the NHL not so long ago. It played with absolutely frenetic pace and 
was dangerous on the counterattack. There were stretches spanning 
weeks where the Coyotes were outscoring their opponents even down a 
man – players like Brad Richardson, Derek Stepan, Michael Grabner, 
and Niklas Hjalmarsson (and, of course, the goaltenders) were 
instrumental in the penalty kill’s success. If Tocchet can repurpose even 
some of this in Vancouver, it’s immensely valuable. 

But as Tocchet closes in on 500 games behind the bench, I think the 
most important question to answer is whether Tocchet’s system can still 
work in a heightened scoring era. It has been increasingly difficult for 
teams that can’t generate offence to qualify for the postseason, and none 
of Tocchet’s teams have been able to fill the net. 

It’s a real concern, and it’s something the Canucks’ front office will be 
evaluating going forward. 
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TSN.CA / 'It's Bedard at No. 1 and a wide chasm to everyone else' 

 

Bob McKenzie 

23–29 minutes 

 

Whatever faint hope may have existed for a battle atop the 2023 NHL 
draft board looks to be gone, gone, gone. 

A goner courtesy of Connor. 

“It’s Connor Bedard’s world,” one NHL head scout said, “all the other 
prospects are just living in it.” 

“It’s Bedard at No. 1 and a wide chasm to everyone else,” said another 
NHL head scout. 

And yet there is still so much sizzle, substance, and a lot to like about the 
2023 NHL draft, which is being heralded by scouts for its strong quality 
and quantity of prospects for the entire first round and beyond. 

The 17-year-old from North Vancouver, B.C., dominating the 2023 World 
Junior Championship in Halifax as Bedard did — nine goals and 23 
points in seven games to lead Canada to the gold medal — quelled any 
and all talk of a legitimate mid-season challenge to his No. 1 status. Not 
that there was widespread anticipation or fervent belief of that 
necessarily happening. 

After all, Bedard was the unanimous No. 1 in TSN’s Pre-Season NHL 
Draft Rankings last September and 2023 has for quite some time been 
billed as the Connor Bedard Draft. And the 5-foot-9 3/4 inch, 185-pound 
Regina Pats phenom winger reprised that unanimous standing in TSN’s 
Mid-Season 2023 NHL Draft Rankings survey of 10 NHL scouts. 

And he did so with a most emphatic exclamation point at the WJC. 

“I can definitely say I didn’t have to think about it for even a split second,” 
another NHL head scout said, with a laugh. “Easy call.” 

Still, there was a sense heading into the WJC that 6-foot-2 University of 
Michigan freshman centre Adam Fantilli, who is from the Greater Toronto 
Area, and/or fast-starting 6-foot-3 Swedish centre Leo Carlsson might 
use that platform to put some heat on Bedard and at least give the scouts 
a little something to think about at No. 1. 

No such luck. 

It should be noted that Fantilli and Carlsson — both late 2004-born 18-
year-olds to Bedard’s 2005 birthdate that doesn’t see him turn 18 until 
July 17 — were quite good for Canada and Sweden at the WJC. They 
are No. 2 and No. 3, respectively, on TSN’s Mid-Season list. 

Bedard was just too electrifying, too dominant for Fantilli or Carlsson to 
close the gap. And it wasn’t that Bedard simply shot out the lights with his 
patented lethal Auston Matthews-like release/shot, he showed such 
much more dimension to his game with elite-level vision and wow-factor 
playmaking and passing. 

Then there was his sublime sense of occasion and flair for the dramatic 
at a time when the glare of the spotlight was so bright and the pressure 
so intense. 

“In that [quarter-final] game [Canada played] against Slovakia, I was out 
of my seat, standing, for the third period and overtime,” an NHL scout 
said. “I don’t recall ever doing that before. [Bedard] took me right out of 
my seat. I was just standing there, appreciating him. And that game-
winning goal…” 

The scout never finished the sentence. Not only did Bedard lift him out of 
his seat, but his dramatic one-man-band overtime winner also to beat 
three Slovak skaters and goaltender Adam Gajan left the scout 
speechless, too. 

From a purely on-ice hockey perspective, it was unfortunate that the one 
prospect in the world who’s considered to perhaps be the biggest threat 
to Bedard’s mantle as No. 1 wasn’t even at the WJC. That, of course, 
would be Russian 18-year-old left-shot, right winger Matvei Michkov, who 
was ranked No. 2 on TSN’s Pre-Season Rankings but who fell to No. 4 
on the Mid-Season list. 

Michkov wasn’t there because Russia was prohibited by the International 
Ice Hockey Federation from participating in the WJC because of Vladimir 
Putin’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. The sanctions are as they 
should be. There’s no suggestion here that Russia should be allowed to 
compete in international hockey, certainly not as long as its war against 
Ukraine continues. 

But in the admittedly narrow context of examining Bedard’s supremacy, it 
is the 5-foot-10, late 2004-born 18-year-old goal-scoring wizard Michkov 
who appears best suited, on the ice anyway, to give Bedard a real 
challenge as the best 2023 NHL draft prospect. 

That is, if you can forget about all of the things you are not allowed to 
forget about in the real world — Russia at war with Ukraine and the 
associated sanctions; NHL GMs and head scouts not being able to travel 
to Russia to view Michkov live; not being able to see Michkov in the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 24, 2023 

 

crucible of the World Juniors; and the fact Michkov has signed a contract 
(in the KHL) that is expected to keep him out of the NHL for at least three 
more seasons after this one. 

But you can’t simply dismiss all of that and compare the two players in a 
vacuum. Michkov’s circumstances contribute to, and negatively impact, 
the evaluation of the player and where he’ll sit on NHL teams’ draft lists 
on June 28 in Nashville. That goes a long way towards explaining how 
and why Michkov went from No. 2 on TSN’s pre-season list to No. 4 at 
mid-season. 

Not quite out of sight, out of mind, but you get the idea. 

Michkov also missed the better part of two months in September/October 
when he was injured after a huge open-ice hit from former NHL 
defenceman Alexei Emelin in the KHL. He only played three games in 
the KHL with powerhouse SKA St. Petersburg before moving down to the 
second-tier VHL, where he scored 10 goals in 12 games. On Dec. 20, he 
was loaned for the balance of the season from SKA to Sochi, the worst 
team in the KHL. Michkov has four goals and six points in 13 games with 
Sochi. 

Fantilli, Carlsson and Michkov form a triumvirate of blue-chip prospects 
who, for varying reasons, aren’t currently in Bedard’s stratosphere but 
who have separated themselves from the rest of the class in a strata of 
their own. 

Of the 10 scouts surveyed, Fantilli received four No. 2 votes, compared 
to three each for Carlsson and Michkov. Fantilli had five third-place votes 
and one fourth-place vote; Carlsson had five third-place votes and two 
fourth-place votes; and Michkov had seven fourth-place votes. There’s 
not a lot separating the trio who all project as top-line NHLers. 

No prospect, other than Bedard, Fantilli, Carlsson and Michkov, received 
a vote above No. 5. 

“[Michkov] is the No. 2 guy behind Bedard in this draft, all day long for 
me,” an NHL head scout said. “But would you actually pick him at No. 2? 
When will he be taken? For a lot of teams, that could be a decision gets 
made by an owner instead of a GM or scout.” 

How many years will an NHL team be prepared to wait for him? It 
appears to be a minimum of three. Could it be longer? 

“What if he decides he never wants to play in the NHL?” asked one 
scout. “You would think he’ll eventually want to [play in the NHL] but is it 
guaranteed? In today’s world, you just don’t know for sure.” 

But there are some NHL clubs whose patience with Russian star talent 
has been greatly rewarded. 

Minnesota took Kirill Kaprizov in the 2015 draft and didn’t get him in the 
Wild lineup until five years later, but now he’s an NHL superstar and 
game changer. 

Washington drafted Evgeny Kuznetsov in 2010 and waited four years for 
him to arrive in the NHL. St. Louis drafted Vladimir Tarasenko that same 
year and waited two-and-a-half seasons for him. The Caps and Blues 
both won Cups with those Russians playing instrumental roles, while the 
Wild have one of the NHL’s elite players in Kaprizov. 

Of note, though, the Blues drafted Tarasenko 16th overall; the Caps took 
Kuznetsov 26th overall; and the Wild didn’t select Kaprizov until the fifth 
round. How far might Michkov slide before there’s a team willing to step 
up to take him? 

“Well, isn’t that the question,” a scout replied. “Short answer is we don’t 
know. What I do think I know is some team is likely going to be gifted an 
extraordinary prospect at No. 4 or No. 5 or some number beyond that. To 
have a player that good, someone who should probably be talked about 
in the same breath as Bedard, go at No. 4 or 5 or some pick after that, 
well, from just from a really superficial hockey draft perspective, it would 
be a travesty. But it could happen. Whenever he’s taken, someone is 
going to fall into something quite special.” 

“We’re not having any real debate right now about who’s No. 1,” another 
scout chimed in. “Fair enough, Bedard has been that good. But if 
Michkov had played in the World Juniors, would we maybe be debating it 
right now? We were certainly having that debate in Texas at the U-18 
World Championships in 2021 and we were ready to have that debate 
after the first few games of the [first] 2022 WJC [in the bubble in 
Edmonton until the tourney got shut down due to COVID-19].” 

In the spring of 2021 at the U-18 in Texas, double underager Bedard 
scored seven goals and 14 points in seven games for Canada; single 
underager Michkov had 12 goals and 16 points in seven games for 
Russia. 

They were the dual talk of the hockey world then and it picked up again 
in Edmonton at the pandemic-shortened/postponed first try at the 2022 
WJC, where Bedard had four goals and five points in two games and 
Michkov had three goals in two games. 

“So, what I would say is this,” added the scout, “If there’s a better 
prospect in this draft than Bedard, it would be Michkov with the greatest 
chance of challenging him. We were having that conversation in 2021 
and about to have it in 2022, but it’s much harder to have in 2023 
because, with Michkov anyway, there are so many other considerations 
that have to be factored in.” 

It’s a glorious year for a team to be picking in the top four of the draft. It’s 
why so many NHL teams are embracing “tank” mentality and far more 
concerned with NHL draft lottery odds than winning any games in this, 
the year of the Bedard Sweepstakes. And the draft riches extend beyond 
the Regina Pat. 

One scout said that if Michkov, who missed being eligible for last year’s 
draft by about three-and-a-half months, had been included in the 2022 
draft he would have most certainly gone first overall. Conversely, another 
scout opined that if 2022 first-overall pick to Montreal, Slovak winger 
Juraj Slafkovsky, were parachuted into this year’s draft, he would go no 
higher than No. 5 overall. 

Speculative, to be sure, but it speaks to the level of excitement the 
scouts have for the upper echelon of the class of ‘23, especially 
compared to a year ago. 

“The top four is special,” a scout said. “The Top 10 is very good, but 
relative to a lot of years, you can say the same thing about this year’s 
Top 20 or Top 30. I can go 40 deep and I still really like a lot of the 
prospects. So, yeah, it looks like a real strong group.” 

Here’s a review of TSN’s Top 10 Mid-Season Draft Rankings, beyond 
Bedard, Fantilli, Carlsson and Michkov: 

1. Connor Bedard. He isn’t as strikingly fast as Connor McDavid, he’s not 
as big and strong as Auston Matthews, he’s not as complete as Sidney 
Crosby, he doesn’t have the wingspan of Mario Lemieux, but his 
otherworldly release and shot combined with sublime vision and 
playmaking ability, plus the innate ability to rise to the occasion with 
moments of greatness on the biggest stage and somehow exceed 
excessive expectations has established him as “special,” a unique talent 
who has it, whatever it is. 

2. Adam Fantilli. At 6-foot-2 and close to 200 pounds, the University of 
Michigan freshman centre from the Greater Toronto Area has elite size, 
strength and is an incredible skater, one of the very best in the draft. He’s 
a shoot-first goal-scoring pivot with some bite and projects as a potential 
lower-case No. 1 or upper-case No. 2 NHL centre. 

3. Leo Carlsson. The Swedish centre, who can also play on the wing, is a 
smooth-skating, smart and skilled dual threat to score and make plays. 
His 6-foot-3, almost 200-pound frame provides a power element to his 
slick offensive game and he, too, like Fantilli, is projected as a 1B or 2A 
NHL centre. 

4, Matvei Michkov. At 5-10 and 172 pounds, the Russian left-shot right 
winger may be the truest comparable to Bedard in this draft, an elite 
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goal-scorer and gifted offensive talent who projects as a dynamic top-line 
NHL winger. 

5. Zach Benson. The 5-foot-9, 160-pound Winnipeg Ice left winger has 
elite hockey sense, skill and drive that allow him to make plays and score 
goals in high-traffic areas. His multi-faceted toolbox overshadows any 
question about his size, or lack thereof. He projects as a 1B or 2A NHL 
winger. 

6. Will Smith. The U.S. National Development Team U-18 centre is a 
shade under 6 feet tall but many scouts identify him as having the 
highest hockey IQ in the entire draft. He uses a vast array of offensive 
skills to drive a line alongside fellow first-round prospects Ryan Leonard 
and Gabe Perreault (son of former NHLer Yanic Perreault). Scouts say 
the trio, led by Smith, is the most dominant line in all of junior-age 
hockey. 

7. Brayden Yager. The Moose Jaw Warrior heady sub 6-footer is 
arguably the most proficient two-way centre in the draft. He generates 
notable offence, especially on the power play, but plays a committed and 
mature defensive game and can also kill penalties. Scouts are not saying 
he’s Patrice Bergeron 2.0 but they are saying he approaches the game 
with the same mindset as the NHL’s premier two-way centre. 

8. Colby Barlow. The Owen Sound Attack captain has a big-time shot 
and effectively uses his sturdy frame in the corners, on the wall and in 
front of the net to play a prototypical pro goal-scoring winger game. He 
has great leadership and intangibles, but also happens to be one of the 
draft’s better goal scorers. 

9. Dalibor Dvorsky. The 6-foot-1 Slovak centre who plays in Sweden is a 
physically strong and capable, heady two-way centre who is not without 
good offensive instincts. But scouts are trying to discern if he has the 
higher-end skills to put up bigger offensive numbers. Those scouts who 
believe he has a higher offensive ceiling than he’s shown are more likely 
to rate him closer to five than 10. 

10. Ryan Leonard. The sturdy 190-pound right winger can play physically 
and do the required heavy lifting on a top offensive line, but his skill – 
especially his shot – is high end. He is projected as a top-six NHL winger. 

Some other trends and observations from TSN’s Mid-Season Rankings: 

— This year’s mid-season list is top heavy with forwards, extremely light 
on defencemen (only five made it into the Top 32) and quite solid on the 
goaltending front. 

The first 16 prospects are forwards. 

The top-ranked defenceman is Axel Sandin-Pellikka, the sub 6-foot 
mobile, offensive-mind Swedish blueliner who played so well for Tre 
Kronor at the WJC. He is No. 17 on the list. The other defencemen who 
found spots in TSN’s Top 32 include: big Austrian two-way defender 
David Reinbacher at No. 20; dynamic Russian Mikhail Gulyayev at No. 
24; offensive-minded Canadian Lukas Dragicevic of the WHL’s Tri-City 
Americans at No. 27; and London Knight two-way defender Oliver Bonk, 
son of former NHLer Radek Bonk, at No. 30. 

By the way, the lowest the first defenceman has ever been taken in an 
NHL draft was 14th overall, when Winnipeg took Bobby Dollas there in 
1983. 

One goalie snuck into TSN’s Top 32, but at almost 6-foot-7 and 210 
pounds, Michael Hrabal of Omaha in the USHL is hard to miss. Hrabal is 
TSN’s consensus No. 1 goalie prospect, but three more goalies made it 
into TSN’s Top 57.  They include Canadian Carson Bjarnason of the 
Brandon Wheat Kings at No. 47; Slovak Adam Gajan, who has split this 
season between Chippewa in the NAHL and Green Bay in the USHL, at 
56; and American Trey Augustine of the U.S. U-18 national team 
program at 57. Both Bjarnason and Augustine got some late first-round 
consideration from a few scouts. 

— Canada leads the way in terms of nationality recognition in the Top 32 
with 14 prospects, which is more than double the next country. There are 

six Americans, three Russians, three Swedes, two each from Slovakia 
and Czechia, and singles from Finland and Austria. 

— It’s a big year for the WHL. Nine of the top 32 prospects on our list 
play in the Dub, including No. 1 Bedard, No. 5 Benson and No. 7 Yager. 
There are four from the Ontario League and only one from the Quebec 
League. There are two U.S. college players — Fantilli at No. 2 and 
Matthew Wood of the University of Connecticut at No. 14 — but both are 
Canadian. Wood was the British Columbia Hockey League’s top scorer 
and rookie of the year in 2021-22. 

RK  Player  Team  POS  HT  WT  GP 
 G  P 

1  Connor Bedard  Regina (WHL)  C  5'9 ¾ 
 185  33  39  81 

2  Adam Fantilli  Michigan (NCAA)  C  6'2 
 195  20  14  33 

3  Leo Carlsson  Örebro (SHL)  C  6'3 
 198  28  5  16 

4  Matvei Michkov  Sochi (KHL)  RW  5'10 
 172  16  4  6 

5  Zach Benson  Winnipeg (WHL)  LW  5'9 
 160  38  25  65 

6  Will Smith  USA NTDP (USHL)  C  6'0  181 
 33  23  62 

7  Brayden Yager  Moose Jaw (WHL)  C  5'10 ½ 
 166  45  20  54 

8  Colby Barlow  Owen Sound (OHL)  LW  6'0 ¼ 
 193  40  33  60 

9  Dalibor Dvorsky  AIK (SWE-Als)  C  6'1 
 201  24  4  11 

10  Ryan Leonard  USA NTDP (USHL)  RW  6'0 
 190  31  24  49 

11  Oliver Moore  USA NTDP (USHL)  C  5'11 
 188  33  20  45 

12  Eduard Sale  Brno (CZE)  LW  6'2 
 174  31  3  8 

13  Calum Ritchie  Oshawa (OHL)  C/RW  6'2 
 187  41  17  40 

14  Matthew Wood  Connecticut (NCAA)  RW  6'4 
 193  25  8  21 

15  Nate Danielson  Brandon (WHL)  C  6'1 ¼ 
 185  44  23  56 

16  Ethan Gauthier  Sherbrooke (QMJHL)  C 
 5'11 ¼  176  43  17  47 

17  Axel Sandin-Pellikka  Skelleftea (SWE J20)  D 
 5'11  176  21  13  27 

18  Andrew Cristall  Kelowna (WHL)  LW/RW  5'10 
 167  36  26  62 

19  Samuel Honzek  Vancouver (WHL)  LW  6'4 
 186  31  17  43 

20  David Reinbacher  Kloten (SUI)  D  6'2 
 186  33  2  18 

21  Charlie Stramel  Wisconsin (NCAA)  C/RW  6'3 
 212  21  4  8 
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22  Riley Heidt  Prince George (WHL)  C 
 5'10 ½  182  43  19  60 

23  Gabriel Perreault  USA NTDP (USHL)  LW  5'11 
 165  36  33  69 

24  Mikhail Gulyayev  Omsk (MHL)  D  5'10 
 172  14  2  18 

25  Daniil But  Yaroslavl (MHL)  LW  6'5  203 
 20  13  22 

26  Quentin Musty  Sudbury (OHL)  C/LW  6'2 
 200  32  12  48 

27  Lukas Dragicevic  Tri-City (WHL)  D  6'1 
 192  41  10  50 

28  Otto Stenberg  Frölunda (SWE J20)  LW  5'11 ¼ 
 180  23  8  20 

29  Kasper Halttunen  HIFK (SM Liiga)  RW  6'3 
 207  21  0  1 

30  Oliver Bonk  London (OHL)  D  6'2 
 174  40  9  28 

31  Koehn Ziemmer  Prince George (WHL)  RW 
 6'0 ¼  204  43  26  62 

32  Michael Hrabal  Omaha (USHL)  G  6'6 ¼ 
 209  21  3.18  .899 

                    
      

33  Maxim Strbak  Sioux Falls (USHL)  D  6'2 
 205  27  4  14 

34  Danny Nelson  USA NTDP (USHL)  LW  6'3 
 202  35  11  27 

35  Dmitri Simashev  Yaroslavl (MHL)  D  6'4 
 198  23  1  8 

36  Bradly Nadeau  Penticton (BCHL)  RW/LW  5'10 
 161  35  29  69 

37  Kalan Lind  Red Deer (WHL)  LW  6'0 ¼ 
 158  39  14  41 

38  Caden Price  Kelowna (WHL)  D  6'0 ¼ 
 186  42  5  23 

39  Cameron Allen  Guelph (OHL)  D  6'0 
 194  37  4  18 

40  Theo Lindstein  Brynäs (SWE J20)  D  6'0 ½ 
 180  14  2  7 

41  Carson Rehkopf  Kitchener (OHL)  LW  6'1 ¼ 
 195  40  18  34 

42  Lenni Hameenaho  Pori (SM Liiga)  RW  6'0 
 173  33  4  14 

43  Gavin Brindley  Michigan (NCAA)   RW  5'9 
 157  24  3  15 

44  Hunter Brzustewicz  Kitchener (OHL)  D  6'0 
 188  40  3  32 

45  Mathieu Cataford  Halifax (QMJHL)  C/RW  5'11 
 188  43  22  51 

46  Tom Willander  Rogle (SWE J20)  D  6'1 ¼ 
 180  28  4  19 

47  Carson Bjarnason  Brandon (WHL)  G  6'3 
 186  33  2.84  .913 

48  Noah Dower Nilsson  Frölunda (SWE J20)  LW  6'0 
 174  24  23  40 

49  Jesse Kiiskinen  Lahti (SM Liiga Jr)  RW  5'11 
 178  25  16  37 

50  Jayden Perron  Chicago (USHL)  RW  5'9 
 163  34  15  33 

51  Andrew Gibson  S.S. Marie (OHL)  D  6'3 
 196  38  7  18 

52  Jakub Dvorak  Liberec (CZE)  D  6'5 
 203  24  0  2 

53  Ethan Miedema  Kingston (OHL)  LW  6'4 
 206  43  11  33 

54  Andrew Strathmann  Youngstown (USHL)  D  5'10 
 187  27  2  22 

55  Beau Akey  Barrie (OHL)  D  6'0 
 170  39  6  33 

56  Adam Gajan  Green Bay (USHL)  G  6'4 
 176  5  2.37  .901 

57  Trey Augustine  USA NTDP (USHL)  G  6'1 
 183  15  2.24  .927 

58  Tyler Peddle  Drummondville (QMJHL)  LW 
 6'0 ½  195  43  18  29 

59  Quinton Burns  Kingston (OHL)  D  6'1 
 180  36  1  21 

60  Etienne Morin  Moncton (QMJHL)  D  6'0 
 181  42  15  45 

61  Noel Nordh  Brynäs (SWE J20)  LW  6'2 
 196  24  8  15 

62  Tanner Molendyk  Saskatoon (WHL)  D  5'11 
 184  41  6  25 

63  Alex Ciernik  Vasterviks (SWE)  LW/RW  5'11 
 176  3  2  2 

64  Aram Minnetian  USA NTDP (USHL)  D  5'11 
 192  34  5  21 

                    
      

65  Will Whitelaw  Youngstown (USHL)  C/RW  5'9 
 173  33  16  31 

66  Brady Cleveland  USA NTDP (USHL)  D  6'5 
 211  30  31  5 

67  Coulson Pitre  Flint (OHL)  RW  6'0 ½ 
 172  39  18  38 

68  Ondrej Molnar  Erie (OHL)  LW  5'10 
 170  13  1  8 

69  Paul Fischer  USA NTDP (USHL)  D  6'1 
 195  29  2  13 

70  Jaden Lipinski  Vancouver (WHL)  C  6'4 
 208  43  14  33 

71  Luca Pinelli  Ottawa (OHL)  C  5'9 
 165  41  18  45 
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72  Jakub Stancl  Vaxjo (SHL)  LW  6'3 
 201  6  1  1 

73  Brad Gardiner  Ottawa (OHL)  C  6'0 ½ 
 178  42  16  26 

74  Luca Cagnoni  Portland (WHL)  D  5'9 
 180  41  9  39 

75  Gavin McCarthy  Muskegon (USHL)  D  6'2 
 185  20  4  18 

76  Martin Misiak  Nove Zamky (SVK)  RW  6'2 
 194  24  0  8 

77  Carey Terrance  Erie (OHL)  C  6'0 ¼ 
 175  41  18  28 

78  Drew Fortescue  USA NTDP (USHL)  D  6'1 
 176  35  0  17 

79  Rasmus Kumpulainen  Lahti (SM Liiga Jr)  C 
 6'2  191  34  11  31 

80  Gracyn Sawchyn  Seattle (WHL)  C  5'11 
 157  41  13  44 

                    
      

HM  Tristan Bertucci  Flint (OHL)  D  6'2 
 172  39  3  27 

HM  Oscar Fisker Molgaard  HV71 (SHL)  C 
 6'0  165  25  3  4 

HM  Emil Jarventie  KOOVEE (Mestis)  LW  5'10 
 167  16  3  4 

HM  Roman Kantserov  Magnitogorsk (MHL)  RW  5'9 
 176  36  20  42 

HM  Arttu Karki  Tappara (SM Liiga Jr)  D 
 6'2  176  28  12  34 

HM  Nick Lardis  Hamilton (OHL)  RW  5'10 ½ 
 165  44  19  32 

HM  Dylan MacKinnon  Halifax (QMJHL)  D  6'1 
 188  37  5  17 

HM  Matteo Mann  Chicoutimi (QMJHL)  D  6'5 
 222  25  0  5 

HM  Nico Myatovic  Seattle (WHL)  RW  6'2 
 182  41  17  34 

HM  Jesse Nurmi  KooKoo (SM Liiga)  LW  5'10 
 165  3  0  0 

HM  Emil Pieniniemi  Karpat (SM Liiga Jr)   D  6'2 
 170  24  0  10 

HM  Yegor Rimashevsky  Moskva (MHL)  RW  6'2 
 197  19  8  17 

HM  Aydar Suniev  Penticton (BCHL)  LW  6'2 
 198  31  25  56 

HM  Jordan Tourigny  Shawinigan (QMJHL)  D 
 5'10 ½  165  45  5  32 

HM  Tuomas Uronen  HIFK (SM Liiga Jr)  RW  5'11 
 183  29  13  31 

HM  Anton Wahlberg  Malmo (SWE J20)  C/LW  6'3 ¼ 
 194  30  13  26 
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