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Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen leaves game vs .Stars with upper-body injury 

By Hailey Salvian and The Athletic Staff 

Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen exited 
Wednesday’s game against the Stars after sustaining an 
upper-body injury. Here’s what you need to know: 

 Andersen suffered the injury in the first period and 
did not return in the second. Antti Raanta took over 
in net. 

 Andersen, 33, just returned from an injury on Jan. 
12 after missing 29 games with a lower-body injury. 

 Andersen is 9-3-0 with a .910 save percentage in 
12 games this season. 

 The Hurricanes sit atop the Metropolitan division 
with 29 wins and nine losses in 2022-23. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Injury-riddled Hurricanes 

We don’t yet know the severity of the upper-body injury, but if 
Andersen does miss time, it will be another injury blow for 

the Hurricanes who not only lost Andersen for two months 
but will be missing Max Pacioretty due to another Achilles 
tendon tear. — Salvian 

Who will need to step up? 

We can expect more playing time for Raanta if Andersen is 
out for any length of time. Raanta had seen limited action 
with Andersen back in the lineup. Wednesday night’s game 
in relief of Andersen was his first game since Jan. 7. Raanta 
has been a serviceable backup this season with a modest 
save percentage (.894) and solid 10-2-3 record. 
Pyotr Kochetkov, 23, could also be recalled. 
Kochetkov was assigned to the AHL’s Chicago Wolves just 
last week after Andersen returned to the lineup. With 
Andersen out, however, Kochetkov took charge of Carolina’s 
net. In 19 appearances, he posted a 10-4-5 record with a 
.913 save percentage and a 2.33 goals-against average. His 
play did start to dip a bit towards the end, with a 0-3-1 record 
and a .861 save percentage in his final four starts in the 
NHL. But there’s reason to be optimistic about his potential 
return to Carolina. — Salvian

 

 
Necas shocks Stars again, Hurricanes win in OT 
By The Associated Press 
DALLAS — Martin Necas scored 1:34 into overtime to give 
the Carolina Hurricanes a 3-2 win over the Dallas Stars in a 
matchup of division leaders Wednesday night. 
Sebastian Aho had a short-handed goal and Brent Burns 
also scored for the Hurricanes, who lead the Metropolitan 
Division in the Eastern Conference. The game-winner was 
Necas’ 19th goal this season. 
Dallas is still atop the Western Conference, and the Central 
Division, after its second consecutive 3-2 overtime loss at 
home. Jason Robertson scored his 33rd goal for the Stars, 
and 19-year-old rookie Wyatt Johnston got his 13th. 
Carolina goalie Frederik Andersen didn’t return after the first 
intermission because of an upper-body injury, soon after a 
strange sequence that ended with Robertson scoring on a 
shot from what seemed to be an impossible angle. 
The puck was bouncing on the ice behind Andersen and 
settled against the post after Tyler Seguin’s shot before the 
goalie was able to swipe it away to his right. Robertson then 
shot from behind Andersen, and the puck apparently 
ricocheted off him and into the net for a 2-1 Dallas lead. 
Robertson’s 33rd goal matched his assists total. 

Antti Raanta replaced Andersen and stopped all 15 shots he 
faced — none in overtime — after the starter had four saves. 
Raanta had to shake off getting struck in the head by Mason 
Marchment’s stick when the Stars forward was behind the 
net fighting for the puck midway through the third period. 
Stars goalie Jake Oettinger stopped 22 shots, including a 
glove save of Andrei Svechnikov’s wrister with just more than 
five minutes left in regulation. 
Aho’s 200th career goal put Carolina up 1-0 midway through 
the first period. The Stars got even just more than two 
minutes later when Johnston scored unassisted after a 
faceoff. 
Johnston also had a shot ricochet off the post with just under 
six minutes left. 
In between the first two goals, Oettinger went into a fully 
extended split, with his right skate against the post, to deny 
Paul Stastny’s attempt to knock in a loose puck. 
Burns tied the game at 2 in the second period, getting the 
puck after a faceoff, then skating over the top of the circle 
and scoring top shelf over Oettinger’s left shoulder. 
The Hurricanes host San Jose on Friday night in the first of 
three consecutive home games. 
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Recap: Necas Scores Overtime Winner Against Dallas Agan 

Canes forward sets a new career-high in points as the team 
collects their 30th victory of the season 

By Walt Ruff 

DALLAS, TX. - Martin Necas scored the game-winning goal 
for the Carolina Hurricanes Wednesday, pushing his team 
past the Dallas Stars in overtime by a score of 3-2. 
The Story 
Arriving in "D-Town" with a five-game point streak, the Canes 
elected to go with Frederik Andersen in net as they met the 
Central Division-leading Stars. 
Perfect since returning from a lower-body injury just 13 days 
ago, Andersen was tested with just one shot in the first 10 
minutes. Turning it away, it was all that was required of him 
before Sebastian Aho opened the evening's scoring with his 
200th career NHL goal.  
Becoming just the 10th Finnish player in NHL history to 
reach the milestone, the goal also gave Aho sole possession 
of the most shorthanded points in franchise history with 22. 
While the goal gave Carolina the game's first blood for the 
31st time in their 47 games this season, Dallas was able to 
turn the tide of things before the end of the opening frame. 
Just 2:13 after Aho's 18th tally of the season, Wyatt 
Johnston was able to beat Dylan Coghlan following an 
offensive zone faceoff for the Stars. Then, fewer than five 
minutes later, Jason Robertson banked one off of Andersen 
and in to give Dallas their first lead of the night. 
With the home team taking their advantage back to the 
locker room, when the clubs returned to the ice for the 
second period of play it was Antti Raanta leading Carolina 
out. Minutes later it was shared that Andersen would not 
return due to an upper-body injury. 
As Raanta did his best to settle in, the middle frame was one 
highlighted by physicality - including a Brett Pesce fight and 
a thunderous hit from Calvin de Haan on Robertson. 
And while the Canes entered the period trailing, they would 
not leave it with the same status. Early in the frame, Jordan 
Staal won an offensive zone faceoff back to Brent Burns, 
allowing #8 to step in and rifle home his eighth of the season. 
Moving the contest to the third period tied at 2-2, the two 
teams would battle evenly for most of it. While the Canes 
would catch a break with a puck hitting a post behind 
Raanta, the group forced Jake Oettinger to stand tall in net 
for Dallas. 
After a pair of crucial stops from Raanta inside the final two 
minutes, Carolina moved onto their league-leading 16th 
overtime of the season. 
In the three-on-three all it took was one shot, coming from 
Martin Necas. 

1:34 into the extra frame Necas looped away from his 
defender in the blocker side circle, cut back to the middle, 
and had just enough space to fire, notching his second 
overtime winner against the Stars this season. 
They Said It 
Rod Brind'Amour offering his thoughts on the contest as a 
whole, post-game... 
"We played a solid game. Our first two periods were great. 
We deserved better than the score. They kept going into the 
third, so we finally felt like we got a couple bounces going 
our way in terms of them not scoring, because they did hit 
posts there. But overall, [it was] a great effort. A nice play 
there in overtime by Neci to win it there for us. I love the way 
that we just competed all night." 
 Martin Necas after scoring the deciding goal... 
"We got a little turnover there, so I went into the zone, cut 
back and saw I had a little space. I tried to shoot it 
underneath his stick and luckily it went in." 
 Antti Raanta on coming into the game at the start of the 
second... 
"You work every day in practice to make sure that you're 
ready to go when it's your turn. It's always a little weird when 
you have to jump in there [in-game], but at least I had the 
intermission to get focused and start doing my normal 
preparation. Then you just try and keep everything super 
simple. You just try to move, locate the puck and track - the 
normal stuff. And today it went well. Obviously I'm happy to 
get the win in relief. 
Bonus Notes 

 The Canes advance to 30-9-8 with the victory. 
 Antti Raanta finished with 15 stops in 15 shots in 

relief, earning the win in his first game action since 
January 7. 

 Sebastian Aho's first period goal also makes him 
just the third player from the 2015 NHL Draft to 
reach 200 goals. He joins Connor McDavid (EDM) 
and Kyle Connor (WPG). 

 Martin Necas' overtime winner now gives him 42 
points in 47 games, setting a new single-season 
career-high. 

 Canes defenseman Jaccob Slavin (lower-body 
injury) did not play. 

 What's Next? 
The Canes will return to Raleigh post-game and will not 
practice on Thursday. The team will then return to action on 
Friday, with a Pride Night meeting against the San Jose 
Sharks. 
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Necas, Hurricanes defeat Stars in OT, run point streak to 6 

Aho scores 200th NHL goal; Andersen sustains upper-body 
injury for Carolina 

By Kurt Dusterberg 
Martin Necas scored at 1:34 of overtime to give the Carolina 
Hurricanes a 3-2 win against the Dallas Stars at American 
Airlines Center in Dallas on Wednesday. 
Necas won it with a wrist shot from between the face-off 
circles. He also scored in overtime in the Hurricanes' 5-4 
victory against the Stars at PNC Arena in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, on Dec. 17. 
"I went in the zone, cut back, saw I had a little bit of space 
there," Necas said. "I tried to shoot it under [Dallas 
defenseman Esa Lindell] stick. Luckily it went in." 
Sebastian Aho scored his 200th NHL goal for the Hurricanes 
(30-9-8), who have won three in a row in a six-game point 
streak (5-0-1). 
Antti Raanta made 15 saves in relief of Frederik Andersen, 
who allowed two goals on six shots before leaving with an 
upper-body injury after the first period. There was no update 
after the game. 
"The first two periods, we were great," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Just overall, great effort, and then in 
overtime, nice play by 'Nechy' to win it for us. Overall, I loved 
the way we competed all night." 
Wyatt Johnston and Jason Robertson scored for the Stars 
(28-13-9), who have lost two in a row but extended their 
point streak to four games (2-0-2). Jake Oettinger made 21 
saves. 
"It was pretty tight checking, not a lot of room either way," 
Dallas coach Peter DeBoer said. "It's always a surprise, as 
much as you talk about it when you play them, because 
they're as good as there is in the League at putting that 
offensive zone pressure on you. But I thought we adjusted to 
it better as the game went on. 
"I think the overtime thing is a bit of a self-fulfilling prophecy 
right now. We just don't have a lot of confidence for whatever 
reason in overtime, so we've got to find that swagger again." 
Aho's short-handed goal gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 
8:46 of the first period. After Brett Pesce broke up a pass in 
the Carolina zone, Aho gathered the puck and got loose on a 
breakaway before scoring five-hole on the backhand. 

"He's dynamic in open ice and he can really read the play as 
far as that anticipation for when to pick off a pass and go the 
other way," Brind'Amour said. "And you're usually out there 
with [opponents] who really aren't thinking defense. He's a 
weapon there." 
Johnston tied it 1-1 at 10:59. Hurricanes defenseman Dylan 
Coghlan failed to clear the puck on his backhand, allowing 
Johnston to chip it past Andersen. 
Robertson put the Stars ahead 2-1 at 15:17 when his shot 
from behind the goal line deflected into the net off Andersen. 
"They play really well. They've got a bunch of special players 
there, so do we," Necas said. "We stuck with it 60 minutes. 
We got some [bad] bounces there at the beginning, but it 
was a huge win." 
Brent Burns tied it 2-2 at 4:55 of the second period with a 
slap shot off the crossbar from the top of the left face-off 
circle. 
"They do a good job," Dallas forward Luke Glendening said. 
"They're a heavy, hard team. I think we are as well. 
Unfortunately, we didn't get the two points. Obviously we're 
always looking for two points, but if you can get one, you'll 
take it." 
Raanta, playing his first game since Jan. 7, was sharp in the 
third period, when the Stars outshot the Hurricanes 9-6, 
including a right-pad save on Mason Marchment alone at the 
net at 17:18. 
"It's always a little bit weird when you have to jump in there," 
Raanta said. "You just try to keep everything super simple, 
try to move, locate the puck, track and do the normal stuff. 
Today it went well. Obviously happy to get the win in relief." 
NOTES: Necas set an NHL career high with 42 points (19 
goals, 23 assists). … Aho reached 200 goals in 485 games, 
the third-fewest in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history 
behind Blaine Stoughton (310) and Kevin Dineen (432). … 
Aho's 16th short-handed goal tied Eric Staal for the most in 
Hurricanes/Whalers history. … Coghlan played his 100th 
NHL game. … Carolina improved to 16-4-6 on the road. … 
Hurricanes forward Jordan Staal was 16 of 23 in the face-off 
circle (70.0 percent). … Dallas was held to a season-low 21 
shots. … Robertson has six points (four goals, two assists) in 
a five-game point streak. 
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Super 16: Bruins remain No. 1, Devils surge into top 3 of power rankings 

New Jersey defenseman Hamilton, goalie Vanecek among 
those from ranked teams left out of All-Star Game 

Jack Hughes is going to 2023 Honda NHL All-Star Weekend 
as the lone representative from the New Jersey Devils. 
With the way they've been playing, the Devils could have 
easily had a few more players joining Hughes in South 
Florida next week (Feb. 3-4). 
The Devils are 7-0-1 since Jan. 7 and 9-1-2 since Dec. 30. 
They moved up two spots in the Super 16 this week to No. 3 
behind the Boston Bruins, again a unanimous No. 1, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes.  
The New York Rangers moved up two spots to No. 8, the 
Colorado Avalanche jumped four to No. 10, and the 
Edmonton Oilers climbed three to No. 12. Each will have 
three players at All-Star Weekend, but all three teams could 
have had more if room were available. 
That's the theme this week in the Super 16, who else from 
the ranked teams could be going? There are plenty of 
candidates to choose from. And that's what we did. 
A select member of the voting panel offered his or her 
thoughts on who else from each ranked team could have or 
should have been selected to participate in All-Star 
Weekend. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Here is the Super 16 and the All-Star snubs, if you will: 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (38-5-4) 

Total points: 208 
Last week: No. 1 
"There's obviously only so much room on the roster, but 
Patrice Bergeron could have easily been selected to play in 
the NHL All-Star Game for the fourth time. Still 
unquestionably one of the best two-way centers in the 
League, the 37-year-old captain has 38 points (18 goals, 20 
assists) in 47 games while winning 62.4 percent of face-offs. 
He's averaging 1:49 of short-handed ice time per game and 
has 13 power-play points. Even in his 19th season, Bergeron 
remains one of the best players in the NHL." -- Brian 
Compton, managing editor 

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (30-9-8) 

Total points: 191 
Last week: No. 2 
"In the Stanley Cup Playoffs last season there were 
questions in Raleigh, North Carolina, about the future of 
Martin Necas. Would the forward, who turned 24 on Jan. 15, 
be traded? Does he fit coach Rod Brind'Amour's style? 
Necas has answered in a big way this season and he could 
have easily, maybe even should have easily, been selected 
to join teammate Andrei Svechnikov at All-Star Weekend. 
Necas is scoring nearly a point per game (0.89) and playing 
on the plus side most nights. He's averaging 19:08 of ice 
time per game and added a dynamic element to a team that 
is already so good and truly a sum of its parts. There are no 
more questions. Necas isn't an All-Star this season because 

there just isn't enough room, but he is a future All-Star." -- 
Dan Rosen, senior writer 

3. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (31-12-4) 

Total points: 173 
Last week: No. 5 
"I've got two from the Devils: defenseman Dougie Hamilton 
and goalie Vitek Vanecek. Hamilton's 42 points (13 goals, 29 
assists) are seventh in the NHL at the position, one behind 
Quinn Hughes of the Vancouver Canucks and Cale Makar of 
the Avalanche. He's been a stabilizing force on a young 
team that's finally soaring. And I'm not sure where the Devils 
would be without Vanecek, who is having a breakout season 
with a 2.30 goals-against average, .916 save percentage and 
two shutouts. He's gotten lost in all the praise for a few other 
goalies -- Linus Ullmark, Ilya Samsonov, Jake Oettinger -- 
but Vanecek deserves a nod for what he's done." -- Amalie 
Benjamin, staff writer 

4. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (30-11-8) 

Total points: 162 
Last week: No. 4 
"Even though the Maple Leafs will be well-represented by 
forwards Mitchell Marner and Auston Matthews, William 
Nylander has every right to feel snubbed. Maybe he is not 
quite the household name like Marner and Matthews, but 
with 57 points in 49 games the Sweden-born forward is tied 
with Marner for the team lead, and his 26 goals lead the 
Maple Leafs. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins of the Oilers and Kyle 
Connor of the Winnipeg Jets are the only two players in the 
NHL with as many points who did not get invited to the 
festivities in South Florida." -- Paul Strizhevsky, staff writer 

5. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (30-15-1) 

Total points: 152 
Last week: No. 3 
"Nikita Kucherov is fourth in the NHL with 68 points (19 
goals, 49 assists), trailing only Oilers forwards Connor 
McDavid (89) and Leon Draisaitl (73), and Bruins forward 
David Pastrnak (69). Andrei Vasilevskiy is one of the best 
goalies in the world, so no argument here that he's joining 
Kucherov for All-Star Weekend. But with captain Steven 
Stamkos having recently joined the 500-goal club in the NHL, 
he certainly would be deserving to be there too, and not just 
for sentimental reasons. Stamkos has 55 points (24 goals, 
31 assists) and showing no signs of slowing down despite 
turning 33 on Feb. 7. Of note: defenseman Victor Hedman 
(31 points; two goals, 29 assists, plus-13) would be an 
excellent pick as well." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

6. DALLAS STARS (28-13-9) 

Total points: 147 
Last week: No. 6 
"There's no question forward Jason Robertson deserves to 
be representing the Stars in his first NHL All-Star Game. But 
as a big fan of swift, two-way defensemen who can battle in 
the corners, trigger a smooth transition or quarterback a 
power play, I would have also enjoyed watching Miro 
Heiskanen work his magic for the Central Division. The 23-
year-old has formed a great partnership with Ryan Suter in 
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Dallas, which is first in the Central Division and No. 10 in my 
Super 16 this week. Heiskanen ranks in the top 10 among 
NHL defensemen in assists (32), points (39), power-play 
points (17) and average ice time (25:13). He's already 
established NHL career highs in assists, points, and power-
play points." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

7. WINNIPEG JETS (31-17-1) 

Total points: 122 
Last week: No. 7 
"Kyle Connor set NHL highs across the board last season in 
goals (47), assists (46) and points (93), and might be even 
better this season. His 57 points (24 goals, 33 assists) lead 
Winnipeg, and his eight game-winning goals are second in 
the NHL behind Draisaitl (nine). Connor is considered one of 
the top goal-scorers in the NHL, but it's his all-around 
playmaking that has shined this season. It's made the Jets a 
more dangerous offensive team and has them contending for 
first in the Central Division. Defenseman Josh Morrissey and 
goalie Connor Hellebuyck certainly earned their trips to 
Florida, but there's no doubt Connor should be there with 
them." -- Adam Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

8. NEW YORK RANGERS (26-14-8) 

Total points: 100 
Last week: No. 10 
"The Rangers have three players going to the All-Star game: 
goalie Igor Shesterkin, forward Artemi Panarin and 
defenseman Adam Fox. It's hard to argue that there should 
be more players on the team there, though Mika Zibanejad is 
deserving because he's first on the Rangers in goals (22) 
and second in points (49 behind Panarin's 50). But for me, if 
they were to get another player to Florida, it should be 
defenseman K'Andre Miller. He has already established an 
NHL career-high 25 points, is closing in on his NHL best of 
seven goals and has shown huge strides offensively and 
defensively this season." -- David Satriano, staff writer 

9. SEATTLE KRAKEN (28-14-5) 

Total points: 99 
Last week: No. 9 
"It's forward Andre Burakovsky. He was a great offseason 
signing for the Kraken for several reasons including a scoring 
touch and championship pedigree after winning the Stanley 
Cup with the Washington Capitals in 2017-18 and the 
Avalanche last season. He's also been a great compliment 
as a frequent linemate for rookie center and All-Star Matty 
Beniers. Burakovsky could have easily been selected." -- 
Tracey Myers, staff writer 

10. COLORADO AVALANCHE (26-17-3) 

Total points: 90 
Last week: No. 14 
"The Avalanche already have Makar, and forwards Nathan 
MacKinnon and Mikko Rantanen, going to South Florida. 
They could have two more: forward Artturi Lehkonen and 
goalie Alexandar Georgiev. It seems Lehkonen is involved 
every time something positive happens for the Avalanche. 
He's an ice-time grinder and point producer, averaging 21:43 
per game and has 34 points (15 goals, 19 assists) in 43 
games. He also has 17 points at even strength and 16 on the 
power play. Georgiev has proven himself to be a solid No. 1 

after several seasons as a Rangers backup by going 19-11-3 
with a 2.62 GAA, .918 save percentage and two shutouts. 
But the Central Division already has goalies Hellebuyck and 
Juuse Saros of the Nashville Predators, and three worthy 
Avalanche skaters, already going. There's just no room for 
Colorado's two other highly deserving candidates." -- Rosen 

11. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (29-17-3) 

Total points: 87 
Last week: No. 8 
"Erik Karlsson of the San Jose Sharks is the lone 
defenseman on the Pacific Division roster and there are a 
few others who could have been selected, including Alex 
Pietrangelo of the Golden Knights. He has three previous All-
Star Game appearances, including when Vegas hosted the 
festivities last season, and remains among the best at his 
position. Despite missing nine games while on leave 
because his 4-year-old daughter Evelyn was ill, the 33-year-
old has 31 points (five goals, 26 assists) in 40 games. He 
leads Vegas in average ice time per game (24:38) and plays 
in all situations." -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

12. EDMONTON OILERS (27-18-4) 

Total points: 64 
Last week: No. 15 
"Nugent-Hopkins does so much for the Oilers and much of it 
flies under the radar nationally because of everything they 
get from McDavid and Draisaitl. But without Nugent-Hopkins, 
the Oilers wouldn't be in a playoff position today. He creates 
and scores. He plays in all situations, including the penalty 
kill. He doesn't get near the recognition of McDavid and 
Draisaitl, who are going to All-Star Weekend with Oilers 
goalie Stuart Skinner, but he deserves more than he gets. 
I'm not sure if Nugent-Hopkins should be classified as skilled 
or a grinder, because he is somewhere in between. What he 
could be classified as is an All Star, but the Oilers already 
have three players going, so he's not." -- Rosen 

13. LOS ANGELES KINGS (27-17-6) 

Total points: 52 
Last week: No. 12 
"Pheonix Copley should be an All-Star. The goalie has been 
a savior for the Kings, winning the No. 1 job and excelling 
while veteran Jonathan Quick tries to find his game and 
presumptive No. 1 Cal Petersen in the American Hockey 
League since late November. Copley is one of the best 
stories in the NHL, coming out of nowhere to win 13 of his 
first 16 games (12-3-0). If that is not the credentials of an All-
Star, put me on the line with Smash Mouth because they got 
the song all wrong." -- Shawn P. Roarke, senior director of 
editorial 

14. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (24-15-8) 

Total points: 44 
Last week: No. 16 
"With due respect to Evgeni Malkin, always a deserving 
candidate for the Penguins, I have to go with Jake Guentzel 
as the player I would pick to join Sidney Crosby at All-Star 
Weekend. Guentzel has 44 points, three fewer than Malkin 
but in four fewer games than Malkin's 47. He has 20 goals, 
three more than Malkin. He also plays 19:59 per game, 
roughly a minute and a half more than Malkin. Guentzel has 
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15 goals and 34 points at even strength; Malkin has 10 and 
25. Malkin has excelled on the power play with 22 points; 
Guentzel has 10. But Guentzel has five game-winning goals 
to Malkin's two. They both could go, and nobody would 
probably blink an eye, but if I had to pick one, it has to be 
Guentzel, Crosby's linemate." -- Rosen 

15. MINNESOTA WILD (25-17-4) 

Total points: 27 
Last week: No. 11 
"Jared Spurgeon has been the Wild's best player not named 
Kirill Kaprizov. Spurgeon is plus-18, best on the Wild by a 
large margin, while averaging 21:17 of ice time. The captain 
has 22 points (eight goals, 14 assists) in 46 games, including 
six goals since Dec. 18, tied for the most among NHL 
defensemen in that span with Hamilton, Roman Josi of the 
Predators and Makar. He has 105 blocked shots, tied with 
Pietrangelo for ninth this season." -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, 
columnist 

16. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (25-19-6) 

Total points: 19 
Last week: No. 13 
"Erik Gustafsson certainly deserved consideration. With 27 
points (seven goals, 20 assists) in 49 games, the 30-year-old 
defenseman is having his best season in the NHL since he 
had 60 points (17 goals, 43 assists) for the Chicago 
Blackhawks in 2018-19. More impressive, Gustafsson is 
plus-11, first on the Capitals, and he's scored two game-
winning goals. He'll need to continue to excel in the second 
half in the absence of an injured John Carlson." -- Robert 
Laflamme, LNH.com senior writer 
Others receiving points: Calgary Flames 14, Buffalo Sabres 
13, Nashville Predators 3, Florida Panthers 1 
Dropped out: None 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Seattle Kraken; 9. New 
York Rangers; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. Edmonton 
Oilers; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 
14. Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Minnesota 
Wild 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Seattle Kraken; 9. New 
York Rangers; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Calgary Flames 
TOM GULITTI  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Dallas Stars; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Seattle Kraken; 9. New 
York Rangers; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Washington 
Capitals 
  
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. New York Rangers; 
9. New Jersey Devils; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. Buffalo 
Sabres; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Los Angeles Kings 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Vegas Golden Knights; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. 
Washington Capitals; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Dallas Stars; 
11. Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Seattle 
Kraken; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Winnipeg 
Jets; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Edmonton 
Oilers; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Calgary 
Flames 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Dallas Stars; 4. 
Colorado Avalanche; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. Edmonton Oilers; 9. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Buffalo Sabres; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Florida Panthers 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Edmonton 
Oilers; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 
14. Buffalo Sabres; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Nashville 
Predators 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 9. Seattle Kraken; 10. New York Rangers; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Los Angeles 
Kings; 14. Washington Capitals; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. 
Calgary Flames 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
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1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Seattle Kraken; 9. New 
York Rangers; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Buffalo 
Sabres 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 9. Seattle Kraken; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Los 
Angeles Kings; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Colorado Avalanche; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 

 
 
 

 
Hurricanes top Stars in OT to win matchup of 1st-place teams 
By Stephen Hawkins 

DALLAS (AP) — The only way the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Dallas Stars meet again this season is if they make the 
Stanley Cup Final. While there’s still a long way to go, both 
teams are playing pretty good hockey just before the All-Star 
break.  
Martin Necas scored 1:34 into overtime to give the 
Hurricanes a 3-2 win over the Western Conference leaders 
in a matchup of first-place teams Wednesday night.  
“They’re playing kind of similar hockey like we do. It’s always 
tough going against them,” said Necas, who also had an OT 
winner when the teams played in December. “Fortunate, 
twice in overtime we beat them.” 
Sebastian Aho scored shorthanded for his 200th career goal 
and Brent Burns also scored for the Hurricanes, who lead the 
Metropolitan Division in the Eastern Conference. The game-
winner was Necas’ 19th goal this season. 
Dallas is still atop the Central Division after consecutive 3-2 
overtime losses at home. The Stars are 3-9 in games that 
have gone beyond regulation.  
“The overtime thing, it’s a little bit of a self-fulfilling prophecy 
right now. We just don’t have a lot of confidence for whatever 
reason in overtime,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “We’ve got to 
find that swagger again.” 
Jason Robertson scored his 33rd goal for Dallas, and 19-
year-old rookie Wyatt Johnston got his 13th. 
Carolina goalie Frederik Andersen didn’t return after the first 
intermission because of an upper-body injury, soon after a 
strange sequence that ended with Robertson scoring on a 
shot from what seemed to be an impossible angle.  
The puck was bouncing on the ice behind Andersen and 
settled against the post after Tyler Seguin’s shot before the 
goalie was able to swipe it away to his right. Robertson then 
shot from behind Andersen, and the puck apparently 
ricocheted off him and into the net for a 2-1 Dallas lead. 
Robertson’s 33rd goal matched his assists total through 50 
games. 

Antti Raanta replaced Andersen and stopped all 15 shots he 
faced — none in overtime — after the starter had four saves. 
Raanta had to shake off getting struck in the head by Mason 
Marchment’s stick when the Stars forward was behind the 
net fighting for the puck midway through the third period.  
“We didn’t give up a ton, which was great. It’s a tough spot to 
come in, obviously, when you’re cold and on the bench,” 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said of Raanta. “But, you 
know, he’s been around. He knows that that’s part of his job. 
And obviously he did it well.” 
Stars goalie Jake Oettinger stopped 22 shots, including a 
glove save of Andrei Svechnikov’s wrister with just more than 
five minutes left in regulation.  
In the first period, Oettinger went into a full split, with his right 
skate against the post, to deny Paul Stastny’s attempt to 
knock in a loose puck.  
Aho put Carolina up 1-0 midway through the first period with 
his 16th career short-handed goal, matching captain Eric 
Staal’s franchise record. The Stars got even just more than 
two minutes later when Johnston scored unassisted after a 
faceoff.  
Johnston also had a shot ricochet off the post with just under 
six minutes left. 
Burns tied the game at 2 in the second period, getting the 
puck after a faceoff, then skating over the top of the circle 
and scoring top shelf over Oettinger’s left shoulder.  
NOTES: Carolina improved to 8-8 in games past regulation. 
... Marchment was coming out of the penalty box at the same 
time as an errant pass in the second period. He had a 
breakaway attempt, but couldn’t get enough control of the 
puck to get off a quality shot. ... Hurricanes defenseman 
Brett Pesce and Stars center Luke Glendening both got five-
minute penalties for fighting in the second period.  
UP NEXT 
Hurricanes: Will play San Jose on Friday night in the first of 
three consecutive home games. 
Stars: Host the New Jersey Devils on Friday night in their 
last game before the All-Star break. 
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Sharks take 3-game losing streak into matchup with the Hurricanes 

San Jose Sharks (14-25-10, seventh in the Pacific Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (29-9-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 
Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7 p.m. EST 
BOTTOM LINE: The San Jose Sharks aim to stop a three-
game slide with a win over the Carolina Hurricanes. 
Carolina has a 14-5-2 record at home and a 29-9-8 record 
overall. The Hurricanes are 13-0-6 in games decided by a 
goal. 
San Jose has gone 9-13-3 on the road and 14-25-10 overall. 
The Sharks have gone 7-10-5 in games their opponents 
serve fewer penalty minutes. 
The matchup Friday is the second time these teams square 
off this season. The Hurricanes won 2-1 in the last matchup. 
TOP PERFORMERS: Martin Necas has 18 goals and 23 
assists for the Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has six goals and 
five assists over the past 10 games. 

Erik Karlsson has scored 15 goals with 49 assists for the 
Sharks. Tomas Hertl has one goal and six assists over the 
last 10 games. 
LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 3.6 goals, 
5.5 assists, 4.3 penalties and 10 penalty minutes while giving 
up 2.7 goals per game. 
Sharks: 2-5-3, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.8 assists, 3.5 penalties 
and 8.4 penalty minutes while giving up 3.9 goals per game. 
INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jaccob Slavin: day to day (lower 
body), Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles), Frederik Andersen: 
day to day (upper-body). 
Sharks: Markus Nutivaara: out (lower body), Nikolai 
Knyzhov: out (achilles), Luke Kunin: out for season (knee), 
Radim Simek: out (undisclosed). 
The Associated Press created this story using technology 
provided by Data Skrive and data from Sportradar. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Hurricanes’ Andersen exits with upper-body injury in game vs. Stars 
By Sportsnet Staff 

Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen exited 
Wednesday's game against the Dallas Stars with an upper-
body injury after the first period, the team announced. 

Antti Raanta replaced Andersen with the Hurricanes down 2-
1. 
Andersen is 9-3 with a 2.40 goals-against average and .910 
save percentage this season. 
Andersen was activated off injured reserve on Jan. 11 after 
missing more than two months with a lower-body injury. 
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Necas delivers in overtime of top-end battle 

The Canes and Stars duked it out in Dallas Wednesday, with 
Martin Necas sending the visitors home happy. 
By Alec Sawyer 

A battle of two of the NHL’s top teams didn’t disappoint 
Wednesday night, as the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Dallas 
Stars 3-2 in overtime on a game-winning goal from Martin 
Necas.  
The Canes and Stars battled throughout regulation in a tight 
game with little space, as the two top-end teams gave fans a 
show. Necas was the hero, skating around and firing one 
past Jake Oettinger to send the visitors home with two 
points.  
Along with Necas, Sebastian Aho and Brent Burns scored for 
the Canes, with Aho netting the 200th goal of his NHL 
career. Oettinger was really good for the Stars despite the 
loss, stopping 21 of 24 shots faced. For the Canes, Frederik 
Andersen started the game but left after the first period with 
an injury. In his stead, Antti Raanta was incredible, stopping 
all 15 shots faced.  
After a really slow start to proceedings for both teams, a Seth 
Jarvis penalty eight minutes into the game gave Dallas a 
power play and the game’s first real signs of life.  
It was the Canes though that made the noise on Dallas’ 
power play, as Aho got out on a break. And as Aho does 
better than just about anyone, he blitzed through the neutral 
and attacking zones, attacking the net and slotting home a 
shorthanded goal, this one perfectly placed through 
Oettinger’s five-hole.  
The goal was the 200th of Aho’s NHL career, making him the 
sixth player in franchise history and 10th Finn in NHL history 
to reach that mark. It was also his 16th shorthanded goal and 
22nd shorthanded point, moving him into a tie on the 
franchise leaderboard with Eric Staal in the goal department 
and first in the points department. Since the start of the 

2018-19 season, nobody in the NHL has more shorthanded 
goals or points than Aho.  
Dallas evened things up not too long after, though, as an 
offensive zone faceoff for the Stars led to a goal. Dylan 
Coghlan took a bad swipe trying to clear the puck, and Wyatt 
Johnston attacked and beat Andersen to make it 1-1.  
The Stars made it 2-1 before the end of the first period, as a 
weird play led to a goal for one of the NHL’s most prolific 
goal scorers in Jason Robertson. A bouncing puck got past 
Andersen, who cleared it off the line right to Robertson. The 
Dallas sniper fired quickly, somehow finding a gap on the 
near post to beat the Carolina netminder and give the home 
team a lead to carry into the first intermission.  
The second period started with a new goalie between the 
pipes for the Hurricanes, as Andersen exited the game 
during the first intermission due to an upper-body injury. 
Raanta entered and did well off the jump despite not being 
challenged much, Raanta stopped all six shots he faced 
during his first period of action.  
The Canes tied things up on an absolute rocket from Burns, 
who went bar down on a beauty of a shot from the 
defenseman.  
The most exciting moment of the second after Burns’ goal 
was a fight, as Brett Pesce and Luke Glendening threw 
down. Glendening jumped Pesce after a hit from Paul 
Stastny — and despite the pleas of Carolina’s bench — both 
got five minutes for fighting with no instigating issued to 
Glendening.  
The third period was more of the same, as the Canes and 
Stars gave each other little space in a truly fun battle of two 
of the league’s best teams. They battled and both goalies 
made saves, as Oettinger and Raanta both had a couple of 
moments that kept things tied down the stretch.  
Necas won the game just 1:34 into the extra period, the third 
straight win for Carolina. 

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/4126698/2023/01/25/nhl-hurricanes-frederik-andersen-injury/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/necas-shocks-stars-again-hurricanes-win-in-ot/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-necas-scores-overtime-winner-against-dallas-again/c-340317288 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-dallas-stars-game-recap/c-340113288 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-january-26/c-340415442 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-6a23ac8db5504d9db781ffef015d54d3 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-soccer-carolina-hurricanes-wyatt-johnston-4cdb606afe2d365432e22d25fd0aa7fe 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-andersen-exits-with-upper-body-injury-in-game-vs-stars/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/25/23572030/necas-delivers-in-overtime-of-top-end-battle 
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Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen leaves game vs. Stars with 
upper-body injury 

 

The Athletic Staff 

 

Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen exited Wednesday’s game 
against the Stars after sustaining an upper-body injury. Here’s what you 
need to know: 

Andersen suffered the injury in the first period and did not return in the 
second. Antti Raanta took over in net. 

Andersen, 33, just returned from an injury on Jan. 12 after missing 29 
games with a lower-body injury. 

Andersen is 9-3-0 with a .910 save percentage in 12 games this season. 

The Hurricanes sit atop the Metropolitan division with 29 wins and nine 
losses in 2022-23. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Injury-riddled Hurricanes 

We don’t yet know the severity of the upper-body injury, but if Andersen 
does miss time, it will be another injury blow for the Hurricanes who not 
only lost Andersen for two months but will be missing Max Pacioretty due 
to another Achilles tendon tear. — Salvian 

Who will need to step up? 

We can expect more playing time for Raanta if Andersen is out for any 
length of time. Raanta had seen limited action with Andersen back in the 
lineup. Wednesday night’s game in relief of Andersen was his first game 
since Jan. 7. Raanta has been a serviceable backup this season with a 
modest save percentage (.894) and solid 10-2-3 record. 

Pyotr Kochetkov, 23, could also be recalled. 

Kochetkov was assigned to the AHL’s Chicago Wolves just last week 
after Andersen returned to the lineup. With Andersen out, however, 
Kochetkov took charge of Carolina’s net. In 19 appearances, he posted a 
10-4-5 record with a .913 save percentage and a 2.33 goals-against 
average. His play did start to dip a bit towards the end, with a 0-3-1 
record and a .861 save percentage in his final four starts in the NHL. But 
there’s reason to be optimistic about his potential return to Carolina. — 
Salvian 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.26.2023 

1209811 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Carolina Hurricanes and trade options: What might they do without Max 
Pacioretty? 

 

Cory Lavalette 

 

The scene at the end of last Thursday’s game at PNC Arena was the last 
thing anyone wanted to see: Max Pacioretty, playing in just his fifth game 
of the season after recovering from a torn Achilles tendon, being helped 
off the ice after seemingly suffering the same injury on a noncontact play 
in Carolina’s 5-2 win over the Wild. 

The Hurricanes announced Friday that Pacioretty had indeed torn his 
Achilles again, surely ending his season and also putting the 34-year-
old’s career in jeopardy. 

So where does Carolina go from here, ahead of the March 3 trade 
deadline? It certainly seems worth breaking down. 

Cap space aplenty 

One positive, if we can call it that, of Pacioretty’s injury is that it clears a 
ton of cap space for the Hurricanes. 

The team started the season with Jake Gardiner on long-term injured 
reserve, meaning the team cannot “accumulate” cap space this season 
— what they have is what they have. According to Cap Friendly, the 
Hurricanes currently have just over $3.1 million in available cap space 
with both Gardiner and, more recently, Ondrej Kase on LTIR. 

If Pacioretty — who so far has been placed on regular injured reserve, 
which only frees up a roster space — were to move to LTIR, his $7 
million cap hit would be added to that, giving Carolina $10,106,667. 

Before your eyes get wide and you think of all the possibilities, let’s 
assume Kase eventually gets back on the ice (coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said Friday that the team is “waiting on him” to say he’s ready to play). 
That would give the Hurricanes another weapon up front but also take up 
$1.5 million of cap space. 

That would leave Carolina with $8,606,667. 

Who’s on the table? 

OK, I see your eyes are still very wide with excitement about the 
possibilities. 

And why not? There are only five teams in the NHL with more cap space 
than what the Hurricanes would have in this scenario, and it’s not exactly 
a list of world-beaters: Buffalo, Arizona, Anaheim, Detroit and Chicago. 

Seventeen teams in all are using LTIR, and even the Rangers, who have 
stayed under the cap in the traditional way all season, have only accrued 
approximately $5.3 million in deadline cap space to this point. 

So suddenly Carolina can address any of its perceived issues without 
having to jump through hoops with the cap. There are only 38 players in 
the NHL with an annual cap cost more than the Hurricanes could take on 
with just over $8.6 million in space, and most of those players are not for 
sale, no matter how many times your uncle tells you, “If Wayne Gretzky 
can be traded, anyone can be traded.” 
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Even if you take your uncle’s words as truth, all those players are 
attainable by brokering some salary retention, sending a contract the 
other way or both. 

The point of all this? Anyone and everyone are on the table. 

Understanding Carolina’s front office 

Before we dive deep, we need to understand how the Hurricanes’ 
ownership and front office think. 

First off, some good news that is maybe underappreciated these days: 
Even though Carolina still has Pacioretty’s $5.25 million salary on its bar 
tab, owner Tom Dundon usually doesn’t blink when it comes to spending 
money to make the team’s roster better. 

The Hurricanes won’t trade and spend for the sake of trading and 
spending — as GM Don Waddell told The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun — but 
if there’s an opportunity to improve the roster, you can bet they’ll do it. 

Now the flip side of that: The Hurricanes won’t mortgage their future out 
of desperation to improve this season. That means a few things. 

For one, Carolina’s front office is reluctant to part with major assets for a 
rental player. Last season, the team inquired about Max Domi and found 
the asking price from Columbus way too steep. That’s why the deal 
unfolded at the last minute — the Blue Jackets realized the Hurricanes 
weren’t budging on overpaying. 

The end result? Carolina got Domi on the cheap, and he went on to 
score two goals in Game 7 of the Bruins series. 

So whenever a player is tied to the Hurricanes in trade rumors, the first 
thing one should consider is, “Will this player cost key assets and then be 
gone after the season, win or lose?” 

“But,” you say, “the Hurricanes have the option to re-sign any rental they 
might acquire.” 

Yes, they do — which brings us to point No. 2: The Hurricanes don’t 
make long-term bets on players in their late 20s. 

Take your pick: Micheal Ferland, Dougie Hamilton, Vincent Trocheck — 
the Hurricanes traded for and tried to keep all these players. But they 
were only willing to do it on their terms. Carolina made offers to all three, 
both short- and long-term, but the dollar amount had to make sense for 
the team. 

So after you’ve considered the assets it would take to acquire a star 
player at the deadline — and you can bet teams will ask about players 
like Martin Necas, Seth Jarvis, Pyotr Kochetkov, Scott Morrow and 
Alexander Nikushin, along with Carolina’s first-round pick, in return — 
you then need to weigh whether the Hurricanes would make a long-term 
commitment to that player. 

The rental market 

Which leads us to rentals. While Pacioretty is a left wing, Carolina is 
actually quite stacked on the flanks — Teuvo Teravainen was on the 
fourth line after Pacioretty got back in the lineup, and he’s looked good 
since being reunited with Sebastian Aho. 

So, wing might not be the target here, though St. Louis’ Vladimir 
Tarasenko could certainly help the team’s uninspired power play and 
probably won’t cost as much as some of the other players I’m about to 
mention. 

The first name that comes to mind is Vancouver center Bo Horvat. He 
has already surpassed 30 goals this season and would be an instant 
upgrade behind Aho as second-line center. 

Carolina and Vancouver have already traded this year, with defenseman 
Ethan Bear heading to the Canucks, and Vancouver team president Jim 
Rutherford still has plenty of contacts in the Hurricanes organization even 
if things have changed quite a bit under Dundon. 

The asking price is steep, with Vancouver in search of a young center 
and young right-handed defenseman. No team would be likely to part 
with both those assets if they’re not allowed to negotiate an extension 
with Horvat, and the Canucks have been reluctant to let other teams do 
that. 

Rutherford would surely ask about Necas — I’d have to think Carolina 
would decline — and then Jarvis. The Hurricanes would probably be OK 
with making Jesperi Kotkaniemi a centerpiece of a deal, but it’s doubtful 
he’s the kind of player Vancouver would consider a prime return. 

Then there’s Morrow, who is still in college but maybe only a year or so 
away from being an NHLer if things go right. He’s not on par with Necas 
or Jarvis, so the Canucks would likely want something like Carolina’s 
first-round pick as well, if not more. 

Let’s say the Hurricanes found a deal that makes sense for them. Would 
they want to re-sign Horvat? Based on history and the fact that Horvat is 
in line to be one of the hottest commodities on the open market, Carolina 
probably isn’t ready to pony up the type of contract that would get a 
soon-to-be 28-year-old to stay. 

None of this seems to fit the Hurricanes’ past dealings. The conclusions 
would be similar on players like Jonathan Toews, Ryan O’Reilly and any 
other 30-something that will be costly acquisitions. 

A player like Tarasenko could make more because he’s not lighting the 
world on fire this year and wouldn’t be as expensive to attain, plus he’s 
due for a pay cut after this season if the Hurricanes did try to keep him. 

Still, none of these trades really fit Carolina’s DNA as an organization. 
That infuriates fans and pundits who want to see a team that’s a Stanley 
Cup contender go “all-in.” But for every team like the 2006 Hurricanes 
who traded for Doug Weight and Mark Recchi and succeeded, there are 
a dozen that didn’t or, worse, crippled their franchise. 

Look no further than Florida. The Panthers gave up a top prospect and 
two first-round picks for Claude Giroux and Ben Chiarot and wound up 
exiting in the second round. Florida has just four of its nine picks in the 
first three rounds of the next three drafts, including zero first-rounders. 
Also, they’re currently outside of the Eastern Conference playoff picture. 

Looking elsewhere 

If you want a glimpse into how Carolina’s front office operates, look no 
further than the 2020 trade deadline, when the Hurricanes acquired 
Trocheck from the Panthers and defenseman Brady Skjei from the 
Rangers. 

Trocheck still had two-plus seasons left on his contract, while Skjei had 
the balance of that season plus four more years on his deal. 

These are the kinds of trades Carolina prefers. 

If the Hurricanes want to go the veteran route, they could target a player 
like Anaheim’s Adam Henrique, a longtime Carolina killer who has 
another season on his contract at $5.825 million. Or what about a 
reunion with Elias Lindholm, who has one more season left on his $4.85 
million contract with the Flames and could be worth looking into if 
Calgary stumbles? 

How about taking a run at a different Canucks asset, right wing Brock 
Boeser and the $6.65 million he has left on his deal through 2024-25? 
Vancouver may even have to retain some of the salary to make a trade 
amenable. 

Another young player who has term is Flyers winger Travis Konecny. The 
price would be steep to acquire him, but he still has two years remaining 
on his $5.5 million contract before unrestricted free agency — well before 
Philadelphia figures to be competitive. 

Florida’s Sam Bennett, Arizona’s Nick Schmaltz, Nashville’s Mikael 
Granlund and St. Louis’ Brandon Saad all have at least something 
Carolina could use in their top nine. 
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Pending RFAs like San Jose’s Timo Meier and Ottawa’s Alex DeBrincat 
would be costly to acquire and equally expensive to re-sign but they at 
least have age somewhat on their side. Edmonton’s Jesse Puljujarvi is 
Aho’s former world juniors linemate and is looking for a new start, though 
he’s hardly been a game-breaking talent during his career. 

The possibilities seem pretty endless. But when factoring in Carolina’s 
unique approach to roster construction, one can’t help but shut a few of 
the available doors. If nothing else, the lead-up to the March 3 trade 
deadline should be an interesting time in Raleigh. 
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Sharks trade veteran winger and former first round draft pick to Colorado 
as selloff begins 

 

Curtis Pashelka  

 

The San Jose Sharks’ selloff began in earnest Wednesday night as they 
traded forward Matt Nieto and Barracuda defenseman Ryan Merkley to 
the Colorado Avalanche for defenseman Jacob MacDonald and forward 
Martin Kaut. 

Nieto, among a handful of pending unrestricted free agents on the 
Sharks roster, re-joins an Avalanche team that he played for from 2016 
to 2020. In 45 games for San Jose this season, Nieto, a second-round 
draft pick by the Sharks in 2011, had 15 points and was one of the 
team’s top penalty killers. 

In 364 career games with San Jose, Nieto, a Long Beach native, had 109 
points. 

The deal, which comes a little more than five weeks ahead of the NHL’s 
trade deadline on March 3, also closes the book on Merkley’s sometimes 
tumultuous tenure in San Jose. 

Merkley was the Sharks’ first-round draft pick in 2018 and was once 
described as the organization’s top prospect. 

But feeling that he had plummeted on the Sharks’ organizational depth 
chart this season, Merkley requested a trade earlier this month. He had 
not appeared in an AHL game since Dec. 31, although team officials said 
he was also dealing with a minor injury. 

Merkley’s only games with the Sharks came last season when he had 
one goal and five assists in 39 games at the NHL level. But Merkley, a 
pending restricted free agent, did not make the Sharks’ roster out of 
training camp, as he was left in San Jose while the team took undrafted 
center Nick Cicek to Europe. 

Just days before his last game with the Barracuda, the offensively gifted 
Merkley was benched for the second and third periods of a Dec. 27 game 
against Bakersfield. Coach John McCarthy was upset with Merkley’s lack 
of effort on the defensive end, a recurring issue during the defenseman’s 
time in the organization. 

This season with the Barracuda, Merkley had 14 points, all assists, in 30 
games. In 93 career AHL games, Merkley has two goals, 42 assists, and 
70 penalty minutes. 

The Sharks’ other pending UFA’s are forward Nick Bonino and goalie 
James Reimer, as San Jose (14-25-10) entered Wednesday in seventh 
place in the Pacific Division, 17 points out of a playoff spot. But other 
players have been rumored to be on the move, including leading goal-
scorer Timo Meier and defensemen Erik Karlsson and Jaycob Megna. 

MacDonald will join the Sharks on the road, as they play the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Friday and the Pittsburgh Penguins on Saturday. Kaut will 

join the Barracuda, which played in Henderson, Nev. on Wednesday, 
with a second meeting on Friday. 

MacDonald, 29, is in the first season of a two-year, two-way contract that 
carries a $762,500 cap hit at the NHL level. Kaut is a pending RFA. 

MacDonald has 12 points and 21 penalty minutes in a combined 76 NHL 
games with Florida and Colorado. He had two assists in 33 games with 
the Avalanche this season, averaging 8:40 of ice time per game. 

MacDonald, who can also play the wing, has also played in 271 AHL 
games with Springfield, Albany, Binghamton, and Colorado, and has 189 
points and 123 penalty minutes. 

“Jacob is a versatile veteran player who has been an All-Star at the 
American Hockey League level and will add depth to our NHL lineup,” 
Sharks general manager Mike Grier said of MacDonald in a statement. 

Kaut, 23, has split time with the Avalanche and the Colorado Eagles 
(AHL) this season. In the NHL, he played 27 NHL games with the Avs 
and averaged 9:08 of ice time per game. 

In 173 AHL games, Kaut has registered 99 points and 103 penalty 
minutes. In 47 NHL games, he has six points and 10 penalty minutes. 

Kaut, at 6-foot-2 and 190-pounds, was originally selected in the first 
round by Colorado, 16th overall, in the 2018 NHL Draft. 

“Martin is a former first-round pick who bolsters our group of young 
developing forwards at the American Hockey League level,” said Grier. 
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Sharks winger gets by with a little help from his friends: ‘These guys have 
my back’ 

 

Curtis Pashelka  

 

It’s something that San Jose Sharks forward Kevin Labanc hasn’t 
experienced all that often before, if ever. Certainly, he’s never gone 
through it in his six-plus seasons in professional hockey. 

No, spending four straight games as a healthy scratch was rather 
unprecedented for Labanc, the offensively gifted winger who has 
sometimes left Sharks coaches past and present scratching their heads 
with what was – in their eyes – a wavering commitment to defense, 
among other issues. 

But the mercurial Labanc has usually been able to bounce back, and that 
was the case again Tuesday when he dressed for his first game in 11 
days. 

Labanc, Tomas Hertl, and Timo Meier, per Natural Stat Trick, created 10 
scoring chances as a line at 5-on-5 play against the Detroit Red Wings 
and allowed just one. Labanc didn’t collect a point but was credited with 
nine shot attempts and one hit in 14:30 of ice time. 

“I just wanted to work hard, forecheck, be structurally sound and make 
sure that I’m playing the right way,” Labanc said after the Sharks’ 3-2 
overtime loss to the Red Wings at Little Caesars Arena. “That’s what our 
line did and at the same time, we weren’t giving any chances and we 
were getting a ton of chances.” 

Labanc also earned some kudos from his head coach, with whom he’s 
had some differences in opinion. 

“Banker was solid. He was solid,” Sharks coach David Quinn said. 
“We’ve had probably four conversations since he sat and we just talked 
about the things he needed to do. 
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“Obviously we believe in him and guys go through some highs and lows 
in the season.” 

The “believe” part of Quinn’s postgame comment is perhaps the most 
notable. 

It’s not often that a team’s fourth-highest-paid forward is a healthy 
scratch multiple times in a row. But Quinn said last week that he felt 
Labanc’s overall game had been tailing off since before Christmas. 

Quinn said at the time of Labanc’s first scratch on Jan. 16 that he needed 
him to be “a little bit more consistent overall, in a lot of aspects. When 
he’s on his game, there’s a swagger to him, there’s an edge to him. 
Makes life hard on the other team, makes good decisions, and I just think 
he’s lost his way just a little bit.” 

So Labanc sat out the Jan. 16 game against New Jersey, a Sharks 4-3 
shootout loss, and the game two days later against Dallas, a 5-3 San 
Jose win. Labanc also sat out the Sharks’ dismal 5-3 loss to Columbus 
on Saturday, and, perhaps surprisingly, remained out for the next day’s 
game against Boston, where San Jose was outclassed 4-0 by the 
league-leading Bruins. 

Labanc knew he hadn’t been perfect, but perhaps not bad enough to be 
scratched a career-high four straight games. It was clear he had a 
different opinion about his own performances than Quinn. 

Asked Tuesday about some of the emotional support he’s received from 
his teammates in the last week, Labanc said, “Guys were just telling me 
to stick with it and I should be in the lineup – just kind of lifted me up 
when I’m down. 

“It’s nice to know that these guys have my back and they’re family. So, 
it’s a good team here and it’s good team culture.” 

Asked Tuesday about what he might have said to Labanc in recent days, 
Sharks captain Logan Couture said, “Just hang in there. Keep doing what 
you’re doing. When you get a chance, play hard and I thought he did. 

“He’s been a great teammate, very supportive. doesn’t complain, comes 
to work with a smile on his face, and works extremely hard on the ice. It’s 
not an easy situation. I think a lot of good players in that position may 
handle it differently than Banker has. He’s done an admirable job in a 
tough situation.” 

There doesn’t appear to be much dispute that the Sharks’ coaching staff 
and management want the team to become harder to play against and to 
have more of an in-your-face style. That’s a big reason why the Sharks 
claimed Mikey Eyssimont off waivers earlier this month, to try and fill that 
void while still playing solid two-way hockey. 

Does Labanc fit into the Sharks’ long-term vision? For now, it appears so. 
He has one more year left on his contract that carries a $4.725 million 
salary cap hit, and depending on what happens at the March 3 trade 
deadline and in the summer, the Sharks might be in need of an 
experienced winger with scoring touch. 

Still, Labanc’s long-term future in San Jose could depend on whether he 
continues to meet Quinn’s expectations over the final 33 games of the 
season. Having more nights like he did Tuesday, and fewer ones that 
result in a seat in the press box, would accomplish that goal. 

The Sharks finish their road trip with games against the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Friday and the Pittsburgh Penguins on Saturday. 
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Sharks trade forward Matt Nieto back to Avalanche 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — The San Jose Sharks sent forward Matt Nieto 
to Colorado for a second stint with the Avalanche in a four-player trade. 

Nieto and former first-round defenseman Ryan Merkley are headed to 
Colorado in the deal completed Wednesday for defenseman Jacob 
MacDonald and forward Martin Kaut. 

Nieto had eight goals and seven assists in 45 games for San Jose this 
season and is also a strong penalty killer. After beginning his career with 
the Sharks in the 2013-14 season, Nieto was claimed off waivers by 
Colorado in 2017. 

He had 34 goals and 47 assists in 251 games over three-plus seasons 
with the Avalanche. 

Merkley was a first-round pick by San Jose in 2018 but never found a 
role in the NHL. He had one goal and five assists in 39 games last 
season but has been in the AHL this season where he had 14 assists in 
30 games. 

The 29-year-old MacDonald has appeared in 76 games with Florida and 
Colorado, posting two goals and 10 assists. Sharks general manager 
Mike Grier said McDonald will add depth for the Sharks. 

The 23-year-old Kaut has split time with the Avalanche and their AHL 
affiliate this season. The 2018 first-round pick has one goal and two 
assists in 27 games in the NHL, to go along with five goals and three 
assists in 10 games for the Colorado Eagles. 
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'Unique' Meier at heart of Sharks' offense amid trade rumors 

 

Sheng Peng  

 

Timo Meier is not going to the 2023 NHL All-Star Game in Sunrise, Fla., 
on Feb. 4, but he certainly deserves to be there. 

  As of Jan. 24, Meier is second in the NHL with 223 shots and tied for 
fourth with 12 power-play goals and eighth with 28 goals. 

  Looking under the hood, per Natural Stat Trick, Meier is tops in the 
league at 5-on-5, 300-plus minutes played, with 15.11 Scoring Chances 
and third with 6.64 High-Danger Shot Attempts Per 60. So his shots are 
dangerous and he's not just living off the man advantage. 

  Checking under the car, per SPORTLOGiQ, there aren't many offensive 
categories where Meier doesn't lead the Sharks. At the midseason, the 
Swiss winger led the team in these micro-stat categories Per 20 at 5-on-
5, NHL rank in parentheses: Offensive Zone Possession, OZ Dekes (9), 
Zone Exits, Zone Entries (11), Dump-In Rate, and Offense-Generating 
Plays. 

  So Meier dominates the puck for the Sharks in all three zones. The 
Sharks' star carries it from blueline to blueline (Zone Exits and Entries). 
He carries it in with possession (Dump-In Rate). And in zone, he rules 
the puck, too (OZ Possession and Dekes). 

  The catch-all for his offensive dominance is Offense-Generating Plays, 
which are, per SPORTLOGiQ, "made up of all plays that lead to scoring 
chances. In other words, they're plays that move the puck into high-
danger areas or situations, recovering pucks for your team, and putting 
high-quality shot attempts on net." 

The 26-year-old is still getting better too. Last year, Meier ranked 140th in 
the NHL in OZ Dekes. That's not bad, but nothing special. This year? 

  "In dangles?" Meier smiled when I told him he's in the top 10. "It's 
something I try to work on, maybe not dangles, but I think trying to 
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protect the puck and hold on to pucks instead of, there's sometimes a 
tendency where I throw away pucks. I've been trying to hold on to pucks 
more and create more time for my teammates to get open." 

  It feels impossible to imagine the Sharks' offensive attack without Meier, 
but that's a looming reality for the franchise. 

  The pending restricted free agent is one of the hottest names going into 
the Mar. 3 NHL trade deadline. Sharks general manager Mike Grier 
hasn't put out any rumor flames by offering the prolific winger a contract 
extension or declaring him off-limits. 

  It doesn't mean that Meier is gone, but there's no doubt that the Sharks 
are willing to listen to offers for him. 

  That's a sad commentary on where the Sharks are as a franchise, that it 
might be the best decision for the organization to part ways with an elite, 
homegrown winger in his prime.  

Nonetheless, missing the playoffs for three straight NHL seasons, about 
to be four, forces a franchise to confront some hard truths about what 
might be best for the team's short- and long-term health. 

  But indeed, this is why teams draft prospects, to see them become what 
Meier has become. It wasn't easy for the 2015 first-round pick, either. 
After a breakout 30-goal campaign as a 22-year-old in 2018-19, Meier 
struggled to be the face of the franchise as they moved on from the likes 
of Joe Pavelski and Joe Thornton. 

"I think maybe he tried to play a little more on the outside through those 
years instead of going through people," Sharks captain Logan Couture, 
who has watched Meier go from teenager to the team's top forward, 
opined. "For a little while there, he was maybe struggling with confidence 
on the ice." 

  "Through your career, you're gonna go through some stuff. There's 
gonna be some adversity. Had some good seasons and then maybe not 
so good," Meier acknowledged. "There's sometimes adversities that you 
face and you gotta find a way to get out of these." 

  But Meier's All-Star Game nod last season and his All-Star caliber work 
this year speak about a player who's arrived and arrived for good among 
the league's best. 

  The confidence with which Meier is playing now is evident to Couture. 

  "He believes he can be a very good player. He carries the puck a lot 
more. He realizes how strong he is, that he can beat guys with his speed 
and he's stronger than a lot of players in this league," Couture observed. 
"Now he drives the puck through people. Very difficult to stop and 
defend." 

  "You got to be in a good spot mentally and obviously have that 
confidence, not just saying it, but doing it. Those are things you can get 
through practicing and working hard and in the gym. That's where I got 
my confidence, and then obviously, once you go on the ice and you get 
rewarded and sometimes there's stretches where you don't get bounces, 
you just got to continue to work," Meier, who's always been known for his 
off-ice work ethic, said. "I always believe when you put in the work, you're 
gonna have the result. That's what I'm trying to do and not overthink it." 

  Wherever Meier plays in March or next season, that team is getting 
someone special, a true game-changer. There simply aren't a lot of 
scorers who can control the puck all 200 feet of the ice as Meier can. 

  "Timo's a unique player," Sharks head coach David Quinn said. "You've 
got that type of size and skill. There's a physicality to his game." 

Quinn certainly doesn't want to imagine the Sharks without Meier. But it 
won't be his decision. 

  "If you're starting a team from scratch, and you got a chance to grab 
someone like Timo, you're going to take him and put him on your wing 
and forget about him for the next 10 years," no less than Grier said two 
weeks ago. "That being said, he's the type of player that teams want, 
especially teams that are planning to be in the playoffs. He's big, he's 

fast, he can score, so yeah, there's plenty of interest in him. We'll see 
how it goes." 
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Sharks trade Merkley, Nieto to Avalanche for two players 

 

Sheng Peng  

 

Ryan Merkley’s time with the San Jose Sharks is over. 

Merkley, the Sharks’ 2018 first-round pick, was traded, along with 
stalwart penalty killer Matt Nieto, to the Colorado Avalanche for their 
2018 first-round pick Martin Kaut and depth NHL defenseman Jacob 
MacDonald. 

Both Merkley, the No. 21 pick of the 2018 Draft, and Czech forward Kaut, 
the No. 16 pick, saw their progress stall in the respective organizations. 
So much so, Merkley requested a trade in early January, while Kaut 
passed through waivers unclaimed twice this season. 

Offensive defenseman Merkley has accumulated two goals and 42 
assists in 93 AHL games, and a goal and five assists in 39 NHL contests. 
The 22-year-old, however, hasn’t played an NHL contest this season, 
toiling entirely with San Jose Barracuda. 

Kaut has been a top-six forward for the Colorado Eagles but failed to 
stick in a bottom-six role with the Avalanche. The 6-foot-2 winger has 47 
goals and 52 assists in 173 AHL appearances, and three goals and three 
assists in 47 NHL games. The 23-year-old has scored one goal and two 
assists in 27 games with the Avs this season. 
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Timo Meier trade destinations: What about the New Jersey Devils? 

 

Corey Masisak  

 

When I met with New Jersey Devils general manager Tom Fitzgerald for 
a few minutes last week before his team played the San Jose Sharks at 
SAP Center for a story on his brother Scott, I mentioned that sometimes I 
wonder who hears more from Devils fans about Timo Meier … me or 
him? 

Fitzgerald didn’t take the bait. Didn’t expect him to. We both laughed and 
changed the topic. 

Meier is in the second year of establishing himself as one of the best 
power forwards in the NHL. He’s also in the final year of a creatively 
constructed contract and playing for a team that is about to miss the 
Stanley Cup playoffs for a fourth consecutive season. 

If Meier isn’t already the most-speculated-about player ahead of the 2023 
trade deadline, it’s only because Jakob Chychrun, Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews had a head start while the Sharks played their way into 
the bottom quadrant of the standings. Meier is one of the best players 
who might be traded before the March 3 deadline, and there’s going to 
be plenty of interest in him. 

The Athletic is going to run a series of stories that focus on potential 
suitors for Meier in the forthcoming days between now and the deadline 
(or an actual deal). First up is going to be Fitzgerald’s Devils. 
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For the other stories, I’m going to collaborate with our local writer on how 
a deal could work and if we think it might be a good fit for Meier, the 
acquiring team and the Sharks. 

For the Devils, I’m in a unique position, having covered New Jersey for 
The Athletic from March 2018 until this past January, when I moved to 
San Jose. 

I don’t know if other fan bases have been as passionate online about 
targeting Meier, but Devils fans certainly have spent plenty of time in my 
Twitter mentions over the past few months whenever No. 28 in teal and 
white does something successful (which has been often). 

So, let’s dig into why Meier could be a fit for New Jersey and what San 
Jose might ask for in a trade. 

The particulars 

Meier was the ninth pick in the 2015 draft and scored 30 goals for the last 
great Sharks team (2018-19) before two down years. He responded with 
a career-best 35 goals and 74 points in 2021-22, and he’s on pace to 
easily surpass both of those totals this season. 

He had no goals and two points in the first nine games this season, but 
has been a consistent offensive monster since. Meier has 28 goals and 
46 points in the past 40 games, including a goal in four of his past five 
contests. He’s scored at least three goals in every seven-game stretch 
since the 0-for-9 start. 

Meier’s cap hit for this season is $6 million, but his actual salary is $10 
million. He’s a restricted free agent for one more season, meaning that if 
the Sharks (or whatever team he’s playing for at season’s end) don’t 
have a new contract in place by the RFA tender deadline, said club will 
have to offer him a one-year deal at $10 million to keep him from 
becoming a UFA on July 1. 

There will still be time for the team and Meier’s representation, which is 
led by someone that Devils fans know quite well (1995 Conn Smythe 
Trophy winner Claude Lemieux), to agree on a new contract that does 
not have to be $10 million per year. But Meier will also have the option to 
just play next season on the one-year contract, collect another $10 
million and test the UFA waters in the summer of 2024. 

The Sharks don’t have to trade him before March 3, but there’s certainly 
been enough smoke to suggest it’s the likely next step for both sides. 

The Devils don’t have to make a big-splash trade before the playoffs, 
which should be their first time with an invitation to the big dance since 
2018. Their window is going to be open for a long time, and Fitzgerald 
might not be ready to make a huge, franchise-altering move. 

For this exercise, we’re going to assume he is. 

Short-term fit in New Jersey 

Meier would fit just about anywhere for the rest of the season. He’s a 
shot-generating machine, can play left or right wing and if the Sharks are 
willing to retain half of his contract, a prorated portion of $3 million should 
be an easy addition for nearly every contender in the NHL. 

The Devils have a really good forward corps. What’s missing? Well, a 
power forward who can pour in 35-40 goals. It wouldn’t be unreasonable 
to think he could score even more if he had some combination of Jack 
Hughes, Jesper Bratt and Nico Hischier helping him generate chances. 

New Jersey is about $1.3 million over the cap ceiling right now, with 
goaltender Jonathan Bernier on long-term injured reserve. If the Sharks 
were willing to retain $3 million, just taking Andreas Johnsson’s contract 
back in a trade (he counts for $2.275 million against the Devils’ cap while 
he’s in the AHL) gets most of the job done for New Jersey. 

If the Sharks don’t want to retain $3 million or the two sides can’t make a 
trade work with that as part of it, Tomas Tatar ($4.5 million) and 
Johnsson would clear enough space for the Devils. 

Long-term fit in New Jersey 

This is a little trickier. 

The Devils have Hughes, Hischier, Ondrej Palat and Dougie Hamilton on 
big-ticket, long-term contracts. They have John Marino and Jonas 
Siegenthaler on team-friendly, long-term contracts. They have a ton of 
cap space free starting next season. 

Sounds simple to lock in Meier on an eight-year contract that starts with 
at least an eight ahead of the first comma and maybe a nine, right? A 
potential problem is that Bratt is also ready for a new contract, and also 
looking for a lot of money. 

(The Devils have already had two long, not-easy negotiations with Bratt’s 
camp. We’re not going to suggest that Meier could actually just replace 
Bratt here, because that’s a thorny subject for some New Jersey fans.) 

If Fitzgerald and the Devils make the right moves to fill out the rest of the 
roster, they can a big contract for Bratt and Meier, but it will also make 
the margin of error pretty slim moving forward. Ask some people in 
Tampa, Fla., if they mind how slim the margin of error has been on 
complimentary contracts the past few years. 

What could the Sharks ask for 

Lemieux’s connection to the Devils franchise isn’t the only bit of 
familiarity here. Fitzgerald hired Sharks GM Mike Grier as an assistant 
coach on John Hynes’ staff in July 2018. Fitzgerald and Grier are also 
both part of the Boston hockey network, and have plenty of mutual 
friends and connections in the business. 

The Sharks have improved the depth in their farm system over the past 
three drafts, but The Athletic’s Scott Wheeler just rated it as the No. 17 
group in the NHL. 

San Jose has several intriguing forwards with NHL potential, but even top 
prospect William Eklund is far from a sure thing and is the only one that 
in January 2023 is more than a long-shot bet to be a top-line player in the 
league. The Sharks also don’t have anyone who profiles as a top-pairing 
defenseman or a goaltender who definitely projects to be an NHL starter. 

New Jersey has a robust collection of young NHL players, high-end 
prospects and depth in the system to easily pull off a trade like this 
without making the type of significant long-term sacrifice that other 
franchises might face. 

We’re going to break this into parts. Every piece of a potential trade 
impacts the others. A better player/draft pick in one part might mean a 
lesser one in another as part of the return. 

For this exercise, we’re going to assume that the players from Corey 
Pronman’s pipeline rankings that are off-limits in a trade are Jack 
Hughes, Luke Hughes and Simon Nemec. 

Asset No. 1 

Not a 2023 first-round pick. 

Meier is a valuable enough player, with more than one year of team 
control, that a first-round pick should not be the best asset in a trade 
(unless it’s like the Alex DeBrincat deal where the Blackhawks got the 
No. 7 selection). If he’s getting traded to a contender, a 2023 first-round 
pick is likely to slot in somewhere between No. 20-32. The young 
player/prospect that headlines this potential deal should be better than 
that. 

Who fits that description for the Devils? 

Nemec’s name has been mentioned a lot, but I just don’t see that 
happening. Even if it was a smaller deal (like Nemec for Meier straight 
up, or Nemec and one more piece). 

The name that gets mentioned by nearly every fan, pundit and anyone in 
between is Alexander Holtz. It’s easy to connect the dots there. Holtz is a 
winger who has been hailed as a future high-end goal scorer in the NHL 
since he was 15 or 16 years old. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 26, 2023 

 

Holtz’s ceiling has often been projected as … a lot like what Meier has 
done over the past two years. Even better? He and Eklund are best 
friends. That makes the narrative for this swap easy. 

If I were Grier, Holtz is not the guy I’m asking for. Holtz and Eklund being 
close buddies doesn’t really matter. Just look at the Devils — Fitzgerald 
traded one of Hughes’ best friends (Ty Smith) and one of Hischier’s best 
friends (Pavel Zacha) this past offseason. 

Holtz is a pure goal scorer who hasn’t done a ton of goal scoring in the 
past few seasons. He might start doing it again with great frequency in 
the near future, but Holtz is also lacking some of the physical tools that 
Meier uses to help him generate offense in the NHL. He’s not as big, and 
not as proficient a skater as Meier. 

Now, whoever the Sharks trade for does not need to be a replacement 
for Meier. A potential top-pairing defenseman could be a better return 
than just about any forward they might add. But “Holtz can just replace 
Meier” also might be more narrative wishing than reality. 

The Sharks should ask for Dawson Mercer. He might not have had 
Holtz’s pedigree as a teenager, but Mercer is already a really good NHL 
player with room to be a great one in the future. He is an all-around 
player with enough offensive upside to be a core piece on a good team in 
the future. I don’t love player comparisons, but if someone wanted to say 
they think Mercer’s career is going to look a lot like Logan Couture’s over 
the next decade … I could buy that. 

Fitzgerald might bristle at including Mercer, but Grier might also have 
enough leverage with about a dozen other suitors to ask for a player like 
him. 

If a potential trade starts with Mercer and a first-round pick, the rest of the 
return could be lighter. But that could also be fine, too. 

If Fitzgerald did make Mercer off-limits, Holtz still works in this spot, but 
I’d want better prospects/picks to complete the deal. 

Asset No. 2 

This is the easy part. It’s either a 2023 first-round pick (with top-two 
protection) or it’s a 2024 first, with some haggling about the protection. 

Fitzgerald probably has to protect himself against the potential of a late-
season swoon and therefore handing another club a Connor 
Bedard/Adam Fantili lottery ticket. I’d be stunned if any team — even the 
Boston Bruins — doesn’t add some Bedard protection if/when they trade 
the 2023 first in the next five weeks. 

There is some merit to asking for a 2024 first on the Sharks’ end. Who 
knows what is going to happen next season? But that also pushes what 
is potentially a key piece of San Jose’s rebuild one year further out. And 
the 2023 class has been hailed as not only deep at the top, but with 
some quality depth as well. If the Devils do not win the Metropolitan 
Division and get knocked out in the two rounds, their 2023 first could end 
up being a top-25 selection. 

Asset No. 3 

If No. 1 is Mercer, then this could be a mid-level prospect and maybe 
that’s it on the return. If No. 1 is Holtz, the first player to ask for here is 
defenseman Shakir Mukhamadullin. 

Would the Devils part with ostensibly three first-round picks for Meier 
(Holtz, Mukhamadullin and the pick)? I wouldn’t bet on it, but that 
shouldn’t prevent Grier from trying. You could put Mukhamadullin in the 
first group as a Plan C, but then this asset would also need to be 
something really worthwhile, like a 2024 or 2025 draft pick that can 
become a first-rounder with certain conditions met. He’s one of the most 
fascinating prospects on the planet, with wildly varying opinions about his 
ability and what he might grow up to be. 

Who else could fit here? The Devils have several “older” prospects who 
have shuffled back and forth between New Jersey and the AHL — Nolan 

Foote, Kevin Bahl and two goalies (Akira Schmid and Nico Daws) in 
particular. 

One of them might work, but if the Sharks want someone with more 
upside (and younger, to fit a rebuilding timeline slightly better) then a 
2022 draft pick like Seamus Casey (on the high end) or Josh 
Filmon/Peter Hauser (on the lower end) would make a lot of sense. 

It’s also possible that the Sharks will just want to pick their own players, 
beyond the top guy. So something like a third-round selection in 2023 or 
2024 could work. 

Asset No. 4 

Three players/picks feels like the standard-issue return for a high-end 
player, but there might be a fourth involved if the Sharks retain $3 million 
and take on Johnsson’s contract. 

One more thing to consider from the Sharks’ end — San Jose is currently 
at the 50-contract max. Now, there are certainly some guys at the bottom 
that the Sharks can spin off. They could even include someone in this 
deal to help out the Devils’ AHL team in Utica if needed. And there are 
likely more NHL guys on the move. 

But, if the Sharks do take Johnsson and/or a guy like Tatar in a Meier 
trade, it might not work for them to also take two or three young 
players/prospects who are already under contract. Mukhamadullin has an 
NHL contract, even though he’s playing in the KHL. Casey, Filmon and 
Hauser do not. 

So what are some potential deals that we just cooked up here? 

1. Dawson Mercer, a 2023 first-round pick (top-two protected) or a 2024 
first-round pick (top-five protected), Josh Filmon or Peter Hauser and 
Andreas Johnsson for Timo Meier ($3 million retained). 

2. Alexander Holtz, a 2023 first-round pick (top-two protected) or a 2024 
first-round pick (top-10 protected), Shakir Mukhamadullin and Andreas 
Johnsson for Timo Meier ($3 million retained). 

3. Alexander Holtz, a 2023 first-round pick (top-two protected), Seamus 
Casey, a 2024 fourth-round pick and Andreas Johnsson for Timo Meier 
($3 million retained). 

4. Shakir Mukhamadullin, a 2023 first-round pick (top-two protected), a 
2024 second-round pick (becomes a first if the Devils win two rounds in 
either 2023 or 2024 with Meier on the 50-man roster), Josh Filmon or 
Peter Hauser and Andreas Johnsson for Timo Meier ($3 million retained). 

5. Alexander Holtz, a 2023 first-round pick (top-two protected), Akira 
Schmid, a 2024 third-round pick and Andreas Johnsson for Timo Meier 
($3 million retained). 

And one bonus idea … 

Dawson Mercer, a 2023 first-round pick (top-two protected) or a 2024 
first-round pick (top-five protected), Josh Filmon or Peter Hauser, 
Andreas Johnsson and Mackenzie Blackwood for Timo Meier ($3 million 
retained) and James Reimer. 
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Avalanche acquire Matt Nieto, Ryan Merkley from Sharks for Jacob 
MacDonald, Martin Kaut 

 

The Athletic Staff, Peter Baugh  

 

The Sharks traded forward Matt Nieto and defenseman Ryan Merkley to 
the Avalanche in exchange for defenseman Jacob MacDonald and 
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forward Martin Kaut, San Jose general manager Mike Grier announced 
Wednesday. Here’s what you need to know: 

Nieto, 30, joined the Sharks prior to the 2020-21 season and recorded 
109 points (47 goals and 62 assists) in 364 games with the team. 

Merkley, 22, appeared in 39 games for San Jose during the 2021-22 
season, notching six points (one goal and five assists). He’s recorded 14 
assists through 30 games with the AHL’s San Jose Barracuda this 
season. 

MacDonald, 29, posted 12 points (two goals and 10 assists) through 76 
games with Florida and Colorado. 

Kaut, 23, notched three points (one goal and two assists) in 27 NHL 
games and eight points (five goals and three assists) in 10 AHL 
appearances with the Colorado Eagles this season. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

What the Sharks gain with Kaut, MacDonald 

This marks the end of Kaut’s Colorado tenure. The 2018 first-round pick 
never reached the level he and Colorado hoped with the Avalanche, 
playing in only 47 games. Perhaps a change of scenery will serve him 
well. MacDonald, primarily a defenseman, is an NHL-AHL tweener who 
has offensive instincts. — Baugh 

How Nieto, Merkley bolster the Avalanche 

Nieto brings Colorado a depth forward with whom they are familiar. He 
played 251 games for the Avalanche and brings depth scoring. Merkley, 
meanwhile, is fourth on Scott Wheeler’s rankings of Sharks prospects. — 
Baugh 

What they’re saying 

“Jacob is a versatile veteran player who has been an All-Star at the 
American Hockey League level and will add depth to our NHL line-up,” 
Grier said in a statement Wednesday. 

Grier added: “Martin is a former first round pick who bolsters our group of 
young developing forwards at the American Hockey League level.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.26.2023 

1209903 San Jose Sharks 

 

What Makes Meier 'Unique'...And Why Would Sharks Trade Such a 
Special Player? 

 

Sheng Peng  

 

Timo Meier is not going to the All-Star Game, but he certainly deserves 
to be there. 

As of Jan. 24, Meier is second in the NHL with 223 shots, and tied for 
fourth with 12 power play goals and eighth with 28 goals. 

Looking under the hood, per Natural Stat Trick, Meier is tops in the 
league at 5-on-5, 300-plus minutes played, with 15.11 Scoring Chances 
and third with 6.64 High-Danger Shot Attempts Per 60. So his shots are 
dangerous and he’s not just living off the man advantage. 

Checking under the car, per SPORTLOGiQ, there aren’t many offensive 
categories where Meier doesn’t lead the San Jose Sharks. At mid-
season, the Swiss winger led the team in these micro-stat categories Per 
20 at 5-on-5, NHL rank in parentheses: Offensive Zone Possession, OZ 
Dekes (9), Zone Exits, Zone Entries (11), Dump-In Rate, and Offense-
Generating Plays. 

So Meier dominates the puck for the San Jose Sharks in all three zones: 
He carries it from blueline to blueline (Zone Exits and Entries). He carries 
it in with possession (Dump-In Rate). And in zone, he rules the puck too 
(OZ Possession and Dekes). 
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BREAKING: Merkley, Nieto Traded to Avs 

 

Sheng Peng  

 

Ryan Merkley’s time with the San Jose Sharks is over. 

Merkley, the Sharks’ 2018 first-round pick, was traded, along with 
stalwart penalty killer Matt Nieto, to the Colorado Avalanche for their 
2018 first-round pick Martin Kaut and depth NHL defenseman Jacob 
MacDonald. 

Both Merkley, the No. 21 pick of the 2018 Draft, and Czech forward Kaut, 
the No. 16 pick, saw their progress stall in the respective organizations. 
So much so, Merkley requested a trade in early January, while Kaut 
passed through waivers unclaimed twice this season. 

Offensive defenseman Merkley has accumulated two goals and 42 
assists in 93 AHL games, and a goal and five assists in 39 NHL contests. 
The 22-year-old, however, hasn’t played an NHL contest this season, 
toiling entirely with San Jose Barracuda. 

Merkley’s Offense As Much of a Problem As His Defense 

Kaut has been a top-six forward for the Colorado Eagles but failed to 
stick in a bottom-six role with the Avalanche. The 6-foot-2 winger has 47 
goals and 52 assists in 173 AHL appearances, and three goals and three 
assists in 47 NHL games. The 23-year-old has scored one goal and two 
assists in 27 games with the Avs this season. 

For Colorado, Nieto should be an upgrade over Kaut in a depth role. The 
30-year-old has moonlighted as a second-line winger this season, 
notching eight goals and seven assists in 45 games. He’s not likely to 
have that job on a deeper Avalanche squad but should be a reliable 
bottom-six energy forward and penalty killer. 

Nieto Making Most of Opportunity on Scoring Line 

Nieto also played for the Avs from 2017 to 2020, after, you guessed it, 
making his NHL debut for the San Jose Sharks in 2013. He signed with 
San Jose as a UFA in Oct. 2020. So the 10-year NHL veteran has the 
unusual distinction of having made four NHL stops, but with just two 
teams. 

MacDonald is a two-time AHL All-Star Team defenseman, who also has 
76 NHL games to his credit. The 29-year-old has zero goals and two 
assists in 33 games for the Avalanche this season. 

The Cornell University product toiled in the ECHL and AHL for four 
seasons before he earned an NHL contract with the Florida Panthers in 
Jul. 2018. The next year, the Panthers traded the 6-foot-0 blueliner to the 
Avalanche for Dominic Toninato, and he’s been part of the Colorado 
organization since. 

In all honesty, I’m not sure if Kaut or MacDonald will move the needle 
much for the San Jose Sharks, but they could be high-end acquisitions 
for the San Jose Barracuda. With the Sharks well out of the playoff race, 
I believe GM Mike Grier wants very much for the Barracuda to make the 
post-season to give top prospects William Eklund and Thomas Bordeleau 
some valuable playoff experience. 
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The Barracuda are hanging onto the seventh-and-last playoff spot in the 
Pacific Division, just ahead of the Henderson Silver Knights and 
Bakersfield Condors. 
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With team leaders showing the way, Bruins continue to adjust — and win 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff, Updated January 25, 2023, 5:51 p.m.  

 

TAMPA — Patrice Bergeron was losing faceoff after faceoff to Nick 
Suzuki. The game was tight. The Canadiens were clawing their way 
toward an upset of the Bruins. 

It was early yet. 

When winning time arrived Tuesday night in Montreal, Bergeron beat 
Suzuki on an offensive-zone draw, David Pastrnak put the puck on net, 
Brad Marchand outworked his check, and Bergeron snapped home the 
rebound. 

“When it counts, we make it happen,” coach Jim Montgomery said 
Wednesday. “That’s been the trademark of this team. When it counts, bet 
on the Bruins.” 

Matt Grzelcyk was watching from the bench. 

“You’re not really surprised,” he said. “How many times, with five minutes 
left in the game, has Bergy been the guy making the play or setting 
someone up? Pretty special. 

“I know potentially it was one of his last few games in Montreal. We were 
saying after the game, ‘If he keeps playing like this, there’s no way …’ ” 

For anyone making a “Last Dance” comparison between this year’s 
Bruins and Michael Jordan’s final Chicago Bulls team, the Bruins (38-5-4) 
have a better record at this point in the season than the 1997-98 Bulls did 
(33-14). 

That Bulls team, of course, won the NBA championship. For these 
Bruins, anything less than a Stanley Cup, no matter how many records 
they smash, will mean they have fallen short. 

Tampa Bay, which tied the NHL record for wins (62) in 2018-19, could tell 
you about that. The Lightning were swept out of that year’s first round by 
Columbus. Same goes for Detroit, which won 62 games in 1995-96 but 
lost in the conference finals to Colorado. 

In the years following those setbacks, both the Lightning and Red Wings 
won back-to-back Cups. The Bruins have plenty of accumulated bruises, 
bumps, and heartbreaks to lean on, if that’s what will help them when it 
counts the most. 

“The only thing that favors us is that our leaders have done it before,” 
Montgomery said. “That’s the biggest caveat that we have. But 
nonetheless, there’s a bunch of guys that haven’t done it before. We 
have players that have had swings in a season where they haven’t been 
playing as well, but we have so much depth that other players have 
picked it up. 

“Early in the season, our third and fourth lines were scoring a lot five on 
five. Now our top two lines are scoring a lot five on five. Our D corps went 
through a month without scoring, and now they’re scoring again. Our 
goalies went through a month stretch where I think they were the reason 
we won. So there’s a lot of different ways we won, and because of that 
we can draw on that.” 

To Montgomery’s eye, they scored two “playoff-type goals” in Montreal — 
Bergeron’s winner and David Krejci’s net-front tip off a Pastrnak feed — 

and he expects they’ll need those to beat teams like Tampa Bay, 
Toronto, Carolina, and New Jersey in April, May, and June. 

“That’s a big part of what we have to continue to grow, is those areas,” 
Montgomery said. “What translates to playoff hockey and what can we 
draw on that we’ve done before. You can’t replicate playoff intensity. 
That’s going to be the big change.” 

By then, there will be more video on the Bruins. Opponents are already 
taking stock of the recent adjustment: how the Boston defensemen roll 
down the walls and make plays below the dots. It’s not just Charlie 
McAvoy, Hampus Lindholm, and Grzelcyk doing it, either. 

Primo penalty killers Derek Forbort and Brandon Carlo have the green 
light to dive-bomb. Forwards know to cover. On Tuesday, with about 13 
minutes left in a tied game, Connor Clifton scooted diagonally from the 
right point to below the left dot and threaded a pass to Trent Frederic. 

The pass was off-target, and Frederic whiffed, but it was a Grade A 
chance. Montgomery noted that plays that go across the mid-line of the 
slot have approximately a 38 percent chance of becoming goals. The fact 
they attempted the play, he said, “That’s what I like.” 

“I think before we were probably making it easier on teams, just standing 
there,” Grzelcyk added. “If we get active, switching with forwards high 
and low, it creates chaos. And it’s not like we have some sort of set play. 
It’s a little tough to game-plan for, because we’re reading the play and 
trying to create available ice. 

“There’s not a set play where they can see a certain formation and attack 
it. It’s not like football. We’re just playing on instinct.” 

When opponents adjust, they plan to do the same. 

Rest up 

A 3 a.m. arrival in Tampa had Montgomery, along with veterans 
Bergeron, Krejci, and Marchand, opting against an on-ice workout at 
Amalie Arena. It’ll help them feel fresher for Thursday’s game against the 
Lightning (30-15-1), who beat the Wild at home Tuesday to snap a two-
game slide. It will surely feel like a mid-January playoff game … 
Montgomery had not decided when to deploy call-up forward Marc 
McLaughlin and spare defenseman Jakub Zboril (one appearance in the 
last two months), but hinted they could dress Saturday at Florida … 
McLaughlin, among the last cuts from training camp after a 11-game stint 
with Boston last spring (3-0—3), has been hot lately. He was 4-5—9 in 
his last nine games for Providence. Montgomery was told the North 
Billerica and Boston College product has “increased his ability to play on 
the edge. Has been physical,” he said. “His penalty kill has been good. 
Very responsible player and he’s been taking a lot of faceoffs. Playing in 
the middle, they think, has helped his development.” McLaughlin (7-10—
17 in 39 games overall with Providence) said he was focusing on 
consistency and details, and finding ways to keep his legs fresh for the 
AHL weekend grind of three games in three nights. He has been keeping 
up with the varsity, of course. “Fun to watch,” he said. “It seems like they 
have the right pieces everywhere, a lot of depth throughout the lineup. 
You hear it in the locker room: They talk about how special this team is.” 
… Programming notes: Buffalo at Boston March 2 is no longer an 
ESPN+/Hulu exclusive; it can be seen on NESN. New Jersey at Boston 
April 8 is now an ABC/ESPN+ game, and will begin at 8 p.m. 
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The way the Bruins and Celtics are going, something very rare could 
happen in June 

 

By Dan Shaughnessy Globe Staff, Updated January 25, 2023, 8:15 a.m. 
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There has never been a winter like this winter for our Boston Garden 
teams. 

They play just about every other night. They win just about every other 
night. We are more than halfway through the Bruins and Celtics 2022-23 
regular seasons, and they have the best records in their respective 
sports. 

So we must ask … can both play here in the Finals in June? 

Imagine. The NBA Finals and the Stanley Cup Final unfolding 
simultaneously in the Hockey/Hoop Hub of the Universe. A Bull Gang 
Bacchanal. The Larry O’Brien Trophy and Lord Stanley’s chalice sitting 
side by side in the bowels of TD Garden. Past champions Johnny Bucyk 
and Robert Parish — Chief and Chief — walking hand in hand on 
Causeway Street. Bobby Orr as Banner Captain one night, Larry Bird 
handing out the Bill Russell NBA Finals MVP trophy the next. 

No city has ever won both winter sports titles in the same spring, but a 
duck boat doubleheader is possible for Boston in June. 

The Bruins have 80 points through 47 games and are on pace to finish 
with the best record in the history of the NHL. They are 22-1-3 at home. 
They still have three players who won the Stanley Cup in 2011 and were 
in the seventh game of the Finals just four years ago. Anything can 
happen in playoff hockey, but the Spoked-B’s will go into the tournament 
favored to make it to the Final. 

The Celtics were in the NBA Finals last year and had a 2-1 series lead 
against the Warriors. Now they are 35-14, winners of nine of their last 11. 
Jayson Tatum is an MVP candidate and president of basketball 
operations Brad Stevens has beefed up the bench for rookie coach Joe 
Mazzulla. They managed to beat the Warriors in overtime last week. 
They are Vegas favorites to win the franchise’s 18th championship. 

If the Celtics and Bruins make it to the Finals, it would mark the 10th time 
a city has had a crack at both banners in the same spring. It would be the 
fourth shot for Boston, the first since May of 1974 when the Celtics beat 
the Bucks in seven one week before the Flyers copped the Cup against 
Orr’s Bruins. 

Boston was the first city with a shot at this rare double and it came right 
after Russell arrived in the winter of 1956-57. The Celtics had never won 
a title, but rookies Russell and Tommy Heinsohn put them over the top in 
seven games against the St. Louis Hawks. The Celtics won it on April 13 
in double overtime, just three days before the Canadiens finished off the 
Bruins in a fifth and deciding Stanley Cup Final game at the Forum. 

Boston was back in the championship rounds one year later, but the 
Celtics lost to the Hawks in six after Russell went out with a sprained 
ankle. The Bruins lost to the Bleu, Blanc, et Rouge in Game 6 on 
Causeway Street eight days later. 

Those were heady days for New England fans: back-to-back Finals 
featuring the same two cities in two sports. 

New York stepped up for the double feature in the new Madison Square 
Garden in 1972, but the Knicks lost to the Lakers, and the Rangers lost 
to the Bruins (remember that one?) in six games. 

Philadelphia (1980), Chicago (1992), New Jersey (2003), and the Bay 
Area (2016) all had one shot at the double, but none succeeded. Two of 
them were double Finals losers, and the ‘92 Blackhawks were swept by 
the Penguins a couple of weeks before the Michael Jordan Bulls beat 
Portland for the NBA title. 

New York in 1994 and Boston in 1974 gave it good shots. The ‘94 
Rangers won the franchise’s first Stanley Cup in 54 years, beating the 
Canucks in a seventh game at the Garden on June 14. Eight days later, 
the Knicks lost Game 7 to the Rockets. 

Boston came almost as close in ‘74. 

The Stanley Cup finalists Bruins and Flyers were tied, 1-1, after two 
games when Dave Cowens jumped center against Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 

for a Finals Game 7 in Milwaukee at 2:30 p.m. Eastern time on Sunday, 
May 12, 1974. 

An hour and a half later, while the Celtics and Bucks were gouging one 
another in their winner-take-all joust, the Bruins faced off for Game 3 
against the Flyers in the Spectrum. 

The Celtics rolled out the Duck Boats in 2008.RYAN, DAVID L. GLOBE 
STAFF 

Imagine what it was like in Greater Boston homes that afternoon. You 
had Celtics and Bucks in Game 7 on Channel 7. And you had Bruins-
Flyers Game 3 on Channel 4, starting just about the time the Celtics and 
Bucks tapped off for the second half. 

John Havlicek … Bobby Orr … Kareem Abdul-Jabbar … Phil Esposito … 
Oscar Robertson … Bobby Clarke … Dave Cowens … Dave Schultz … 
Jo Jo White … Wayne Cashman. 

The Celtics won the championship that afternoon and were celebrating in 
their tiny locker room at the Mecca while the Bruins skated to a 4-1 
defeat at the hands of the Broad Street Bullies. The B’s were eliminated 
one week later. 

It must have been a blur. 

And this year we could get three glorious weeks of Jayson Tatum … 
Patrice Bergeron … Stephen Curry … Cale Makar … Jaylen Brown … 
Brad Marchand … Draymond Green … Nathan MacKinnon … Klay 
Thompson … David Krejci. 

Clear your calendar. See you in June. 
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Bruins notebook: Tough stretch of games lies ahead 

 

Steve Conroy 

 

Sitting with an astounding record of 38-5-4 and with the closest 
competitor for any kind playoff positioning being a whopping 14 points 
behind them, the Bruins could use a challenge. And they’ve got a pretty 
good one on their plate right now. 

After dispatching the Montreal Canadiens on Tuesday, the competition 
ramps up on Thursday when they face the Tampa Bay Lightning, who 
are trying to keep their hopes of home ice alive in what appears to be an 
inevitable first round series with the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Then on Saturday, they’re in Sunrise to face the Panthers, where they 
suffered one of their five regulation losses. On Sunday, they travel to 
Carolina to play a Hurricanes team that could represent their toughest 
test in the Eastern Conference and where they were swept last season in 
the regular season and playoffs. And in the final game before the All-Star 
break/bye week, the B’s will head north of the border to renew their 
rivalry with the Leafs. 

As far as challenges go, that’s a pretty good hunk of meat for the B’s to 
chew on. 

But there is nothing on their resume that says the B’s won’t be up for it. 
They’re first in goals against, tied for first in goals for, first in penalty kill 
and second in power play. They have yet to lose two in a row. Whatever 
stat you want to look up, it’s a good bet that they’re at or near the top of 
the list. 

In short, the B’s are in the process of putting together an incredible year, 
quite possibly an historic one. Their win in Montreal made them the 
fastest team to 80 points ever in the NHL. With 35 games left and 70 
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points still on the table, catching the 1976-77 Habs’ record of 132 points 
appears do-able. 

B’s coach Jim Montgomery knows regular season points mean little 
beyond home ice once the playoffs start. And he’s fully aware of the 
lengthy history of runaway Presidents’ Trophy winners meeting an 
unceremonious end once the post-season starts. 

But Montgomery feels his ace in the hole is the leadership he has on his 
side, players like Patrice Bergeron, David Krejci and Brad Marchand, 
who already have a ring from 2011 and have made two more trips to the 
Finals. 

“The only thing that favors us is that our leaders have done it before. 
That’s the biggest caveat,”  Montgomery told reporters in Tampa on 
Wednesday. “But nevertheless, there’s a bunch of guys who have done it 
before. We have players who have had swings in the season where they 
haven’t been playing as well, but we have so much depth that other 
players have picked it up. Early in the season, our third and fourth lines 
were scoring a lot 5-on-5. Now our top two lines are scoring a lot 5-on-5. 
Our D corps went through a month of not scoring and now they’re scoring 
again. And our goalies I think went through a month where they were the 
reason we won. So there’s a lot of different ways that we’ve won. And we 
can draw on that. Like (Tuesday) night, we scored two playoff-type goals. 
The Krejci goal and the Bergeron goal, those are goals that you need to 
score to win in the playoffs and we have to continue to grow in those 
areas. What translates to playoff hockey? What can we draw on that 
we’ve done before? You can’t replicate playoff intensity. That’s going to 
be the biggest change.” 

With their win in Montreal being the latest evidence, the B’s show up at 
winning time. They own a league-best plus-44 differential in third-period 
scoring. On Tuesday, Bergeron started out 0-for-8 in the faceoff circle, 
but continued to grind away until he won a late offensive zone draw and 
scored the winner, his 79th career GWG. 

“When it counts, we make it happen. And that’s been the trademark I 
would say of this team. When it counts, bet on the Bruins,” said 
Montgomery. 

Beyond all the stats, that might be the most encouraging thing about this 
team. 

Taylor-made goal 

Taylor Hall mercifully snapped a 16-game goal-less streak, tapping in a 
rebound from the top of the crease. That’s precisely the area from where 
Montgomery told Hall he’d find success as he struggled. 

“We talk about work habits a lot. As long as his work habits away from 
the puck are good, he’s helping the team win,” said Montgomery. “The 
thing you don’t want people to do offensively is get away from good 
habits. And what happens is guys tend to want to go to the puck and get 
away from being inside the dots and they end up outside the dots and 
they never end up getting opportunities that are high end Grade As. And 
we talked about that. I thought the game before at home (against San 
Jose) was his most dynamic offensive game and hard offensive hockey. 
And he just missed some opportunities. You could see the frustration 
mounting in him. And I talked about it. I said those opportunities, just 
expect the puck all the time in those hard areas. That’s how he got 
rewarded. It wasn’t pretty, but now I think the floodgates will open. 
Because talented players like him, once they get one, they come in 
bunches.” 

Callups may not play 

Montgomery said he didn’t expect to use either Jakub Zboril or Marc 
McLaughlin, called up for the trip, to be used in Thursday’s game. … If 
the B’s are to challenge the ’76-77 Habs and it goes down to the wire, it 
is interesting to note that the B’s final regular season game will be at the 
Bell Centre. 
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Presidents' Trophy curse: Would Bruins fare better than previous 
winners? 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

The NHL created the Presidents' Trophy in 1985-86, and it is awarded 
annually to the team that earns the best record in the regular season. 

The Boston Bruins are on pace to win this trophy for the fourth time. They 
enter Wednesday with a 38-5-4 record (80 points), giving them a 14-point 
lead over the next-closest teams in the standings. Boston's victory over 
the Montreal Canadiens on Tuesday night made it the fastest team to 
ever reach 80 points (47 games).  

Bruins trade targets: Five forwards Boston should pursue ahead of 
deadline 

So, unless the Bruins go into a huge slump during the second half of the 
2022-23 regular season, they will likely win the Presidents' Trophy. 

Sounds good, right? Well, not exactly. 

This trophy has been given out 36 times, and only eight of the winners 
went on to lift the Stanley Cup that same season. The last Presidents' 
Trophy winner to lift the Stanley Cup was the 2012-13 Chicago 
Blackhawks, who dominated that lockout-shortened season. 

Here's a list of those eight teams that won the Presidents' Trophy and 
Stanley Cup in the same year: 

1986-87 Edmonton Oilers 

1988-89 Calgary Flames 

1993-94 New York Rangers 

1998-99 Dallas Stars 

2000-01 Colorado Avalanche 

2001-02 Detroit Red Wings 

2007-08 Detroit Red Wings 

2012-13 Chicago Blackhawks 

And here's the list of the last nine Presidents' Trophy winners. Only one 
of them advanced past the second round of the playoffs.  

2013-14 Boston Bruins: Lost in second round 

2014-15 New York Rangers: Lost in conference final 

2015-16 Washington Capitals: Lost in second round 

2016-17 Washington Capitals: Lost in second round 

2017-18 Nashville Predators: Lost in second round 

2018-19 Tampa Bay Lightning: Lost in first round 

2019-20 Boston Bruins: Lost in second round 

2020-21 Colorado Avalanche: Lost in second round 

2021-22 Florida Panthers: Lost in second round 

NHL trade deadline: Ranking top 15 players teams should target 

The 2018-19 Tampa Bay Lightning tied the league record for wins in a 
season with 62 and then got swept in the first round by the Columbus 
Blue Jackets. It was one of the most shocking upsets in playoff history. 
But to the Lightning's credit, they bounced back and won the next two 
Stanley Cup titles. 
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The Bruins won the Presidents' Trophy in 1990 and advanced to the 
Stanley Cup Final before losing to an Oilers team at the end of a dynasty. 
The B's most recent Presidents' Trophy season was 2019-20, which was 
shortened by the COVID-19 pandemic and had to be finished inside the 
league's bubble in Toronto/Edmonton.  

Will this season be different? If the Bruins win the Presidents' Trophy, 
can they overcome the shaky history of previous winners and go on to lift 
the Stanley Cup? It's a veteran roster that knows how to win, so Bruins 
fans should be encouraged by that. But we won't know until the playoffs, 
where anything can happen -- just ask the 2018-19 Lightning! 
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Bruins break another NHL record as historic season hits new heights 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins beat the Montreal Canadiens 4-2 at the Bell Centre on 
Tuesday night in a surprisingly competitive game.  

The victory improved the Bruins' record to 38-5-4 and gave them a 14-
point lead over the Toronto Maple Leafs, Carolina Hurricanes and New 
Jersey Devils for the NHL's best record. 

Boston also broke a league record with the win over its archrival. The B's 
became the fastest team in history to reach 80 points in the standings, 
and they needed just 47 games to hit that milestone, besting the previous 
mark set by the 1943-44 Canadiens and 1979-80 Philadelphia Flyers at 
49 games. 

Here's a look at the teams that reached 80 points the fastest. 

2022-23 Boston Bruins: 47 games 

1943-44 Montreal Canadiens: 49 

1979-80 Philadelphia Flyers: 49  

1944-45 Montreal Canadiens: 50 

1975-76 Montreal Canadiens: 50 

1983-84 Edmonton Oilers: 50 

NHL trade deadline: Ranking top 15 players teams should target 

The Bruins are currently on pace for 139 points and 66 wins. 

If they reach these totals, they will surpass the 1976-77 Canadiens for 
the most points in a season (132) and the 1995-96 Detroit Red Wings 
and 2018-19 Tampa Bay Lightning for the most wins in a season (62). 
The 1976-77 Canadiens won the Stanley Cup, but the 1995-96 Red 
Wings (lost in conference final) and 2018-19 Lightning (lost in first round) 
both disappointed in the playoffs. 

The Bruins are a well-rounded team. They've scored the most goals and 
allowed the fewest goals. Their special teams have impressed, too, and 
the goaltending has been elite. 

This team has no major weaknesses, but it should still be aggressive 
before the March 3 trade deadline. Bruins general manager Don 
Sweeney needs to bolster his roster's depth to ensure it's in the best 
position possible for a deep playoff run. 
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2023 NHL trade deadline: Ranking top 15 players teams should target 

 

Nick Goss 

 

This season's NHL trade deadline is shaping up to be one of the most 
exciting in recent memory.  

It's the rare year when several stars, future Hall of Famers and past 
Stanley Cup champions could be moved. Many of the top players eligible 
to hit free agency this summer, including Vancouver Canucks center Bo 
Horvat, also might be available. Will teams get a head start on the 2023 
free agent market by acquiring these players and quickly signing them to 
extensions? 

Bruins GM Don Sweeney gives early thoughts on trade deadline 
approach 

The majority of the top players who could be on the trade block are 
forwards, which is an ideal scenario for contenders in need of additional 
scoring depth.  

The trade deadline is set for 3 p.m. ET on March 3. Check out our list 
below of the top 15 players for teams to pursue, based on a combination 
of talent, age, contract, positional importance and other factors. 

15. Shayne Gostisbehere, D, Coyotes 

2022-23 Stats: 9 G, 20 A in 47 GP 

Age: 29 

Contract: $4.5 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Gostisbehere is on his way to posting back-to-back seasons of 50-plus 
points for the first time in his career. He's a talented playmaker on the 
back end with consistent production at even strength (18 points) and the 
power play (10 points). Gostisbehere's offensive talent and ability to play 
20-23 minutes per game should give him decent value at the trade 
deadline. He would be a solid third-pairing upgrade for a contender who 
can be deployed in offensive-minded situations. 

14. Luke Schenn, D, Canucks 

2022-23 Stats:  

Age: 33 

Contract: $850,000 cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Schenn is a true defensive defenseman who plays a hard, physical game 
and leads the league in hits, He can also kill penalties, block shots and 
provides lots of playoff experience as a two-time champion with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. Schenn's small cap hit and ability to give valuable 
defensive depth -- either as a third-pairing guy or seventh defenseman -- 
make him a tremendous trade target for a lot of playoff-caliber clubs. 

13. Ivan Barbashev, C, Blues 

2022-23 Stats: 7 G, 15 A in 47 GP 

Age: 27 

Contract: $2.25 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Barbashev is struggling offensively this season, but he played quite well 
in 2021-22 with 26 goals and 34 assists in 81 games. Perhaps a change 
of scenery will re-ignite his scoring touch. He also has 50 games of 
playoff experience, a Stanley Cup ring, and with the ability to play all 
three forward positions he brings valuable versatility to the ice. 
Barbashev is a solid middle-six forward target for contenders in search of 
scoring depth and physicality.  

12. Matt Dumba, D, Wild 

2022-23 Stats: 4 G, 8 A in 43 GP 

Age: 28 
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Contract: $6 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Dumba was a healthy scratch twice last week, fueling speculation that he 
could be traded before the deadline. He also hasn't played well in recent 
weeks, so it's possible the healthy scratch was performance related and 
intended to be a wakeup call. Dumba has been a top-four defenseman 
for many years. He doesn't light up the stat sheet with sparkling offensive 
stats, but he's a reliable two-way blueliner who can play in all situations. 
It also wouldn't be shocking if the Wild just kept Dumba. They are in third 
place in the Central Division and want to make a deep playoff run. The 
combination of a $6 million cap hit and lackluster on-ice play could also 
make it tough for the Wild to move Dumba. 

11. Sean Monahan, C, Canadiens 

2022-23 Stats: 6 G, 11 A in 25 GP 

Age: 28 

Contract: $6.375 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Monahan tallied 82 points in 78 games for the Calgary Flames in 2018-
19 and appeared to be headed toward stardom. Instead of joining the 
upper tiers of forwards, he has regressed rather substantially. His scoring 
totals have decreased in each of the last three seasons, although that 
trend is likely to end in 2022-23. When healthy -- he's currently dealing 
with a foot injury -- Monahan has been an above-average offensive 
player for the Canadiens.   

Monahan should be motivated to have a strong finish to the campaign 
with free agency and a new contract on the horizon. He's also a 10-year 
veteran with good size (6-foot-1 and 200 pounds) who can provide 
scoring at even strength and the power play. Any team in need of a 
center that fails to land Jonathan Toews, Ryan O'Reilly or Bo Horvat 
should consider pursuing Monahan.  

10. Brock Boeser, RW, Canucks 

2022-23 Stats: 9 G, 18 A in 38 GP 

Age: 25 

Contract: $6.65 million cap hit, signed through 2024-25 

If the Canucks really decide to rebuild and tear it down, then Boeser is 
one intriguing option for teams who want a young, talented forward who 
has term left on his contract. Boeser has scored an average of 23.4 goals 
over the previous five seasons. One problem in acquiring Boeser is his 
$6.65 million cap hit. It's a pretty steep number for a player like him, and 
not many teams have that kind of cap space as the trade deadline 
approaches. 

9. John Klingberg, D, Ducks 

2022-23 Stats: 6 G, 9 A in 40 GP 

Age: 30 

Contract: $7 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Klingberg's offensive stats and many of his analytics are not great. After 
tallying 47 points in 74 games (0.64 points/game) last season, he's 
posted just 15 points in 40 games (0.375 points/game) this year. That 
said, he would still be a solid third-pairing upgrade for a lot of teams, and 
he's also playing for a new contract in the summer. Playoff teams in need 
of blue line depth -- Maple Leafs, Oilers, etc. -- should take a look at 
Klingberg. The Ducks are in rebuild mode and should do everything 
possible to get the best draft lottery odds for the Connor Bedard 
sweepstakes. Therefore, it would be a bad scenario for Anaheim if 
Klingberg is on its roster after March 3. 

8. Vladimir Tarasenko, RW, Blues 

2022-23 Stats: 10 G, 19 A in 38 GP 

Age: 31 

Contract: $7.5 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Tarasenko is in the final year of his contract. He has scored 30-plus 
goals six times, most recently last season when he found the back of the 
net 34 times in 75 games. He could serve as a second or third-line right 
wing for a contender. Tarasenko also has proven to be a reliable playoff 
performer with 41 goals in 90 career playoff games. The primary concern 
with Tarasenko is health. He suffered a hand injury on Dec. 31 and hasn't 
played since. He could return about a month before the trade deadline, 
though. 

The Blues are four points out of a playoff spot, so they still have a chance 
to get in if their roster is healthy down the stretch. However, this team is 
not a title contender, and with so many veteran UFAs on the roster, St. 
Louis could stockpile a nice batch of quality assets (prospects and picks) 
by trading Tarasenko, Barbashev and O'Reilly. 

7. Vladislav Gavrikov, D, Blue Jackets 

2022-23 Stats: 3 G, 7 A in 45 GP 

Age: 27 

Contract: $2.8 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Gavrikov is a talented second-pairing defenseman with a small enough 
cap hit that many teams can easily absorb. All of that makes him an 
enticing trade target as teams look to bolster their defensive corps for the 
playoffs. At 6-foot-3 and 213 pounds, Gavrikov brings plenty of size and 
truculence to the blue line and defends well against quality competition. 
He can also kill penalties.  

Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman recently reported that the Blue Jackets 
have allowed teams to speak with Gavrikov about a potential contract 
extension. 

6. Ryan O'Reilly, C, Blues 

2022-23 Stats: 10 G, 6 A in 37 GP 

Age: 31 

Contract: $7.5 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

O'Reilly, if healthy, would be an ideal addition for a contending team. 
He's one of the best two-way centers in the league, excels on faceoffs, 
kills penalties and has Stanley Cup-winning experience (plus a 2019 
Conn Smythe Trophy). O'Reilly is a versatile player, too, with his ability to 
produce at center or on the wing.  

The Blues put O'Reilly on injured reserve with a broken foot in early 
January. The team said he would be re-evaluated in six weeks. With no 
setbacks, he should be back before the trade deadline, giving teams 
some time to see where he's at physically and if a trade to acquire him is 
worth the risk. 

5. Jonathan Toews, C, Blackhawks 

2022-23 Stats: 13 G, 14 A in 44 GP 

Age: 34 

Contract: $10.5 million cap hit, UFA in 2023  

Toews is no longer an elite center, but he still would be a fantastic 
second or third-line forward for a title contender. He's one of the best 
leaders of his generation, has loads of postseason experience (137 
games and three Stanley Cup rings) and makes a meaningful impact on 
both the power play and penalty kill. Toews is still a very good two-way 
forward and his 63.4 faceoff win percentage ranks No. 1 among all 
centers.  

The question is whether Toews actually wants to leave the Blackhawks. 
He's a franchise icon, and playing his entire career in Chicago would be 
special. Toews' contract includes a full no-movement clause, so he'll 
need to sign off on any deal. The Blackhawks have the third-worst record 
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in the league and could accelerate their rebuild by trading Toews for a 
quality asset or two. 

4. Patrick Kane, RW, Blackhawks 

2022-23 Stats: 8 G, 22 A in 42 GP 

Age: 34 

Contract: $10.5 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Kane is a future Hall of Famer and arguably the best American-born 
player in NHL history. He's also one of the best playoff performers of his 
era with 132 points in 136 career games, plus three Stanley Cup titles 
and a 2013 Conn Smythe Trophy. Kane has not produced offensively at 
an elite level this season, but he could regain that form and get 
reinvigorated playing on a contender with a chance to play for another 
championship.  

Similar to Toews, Kane has a full no-movement clause in his contract. It's 
possible he stays. He's a franchise legend and legacy is an important 
thing to a lot of players. If he does hit the trading block, and assuming 
he's not battling any lingering injury issues, he would be a top target for 
contenders who want playoff experience and a scoring punch on the 
wing. 

3. Jakob Chychrun, D, Coyotes 

2022-23 Stats: 5 G, 19 A in 31 GP 

Age: 24 

Contract: $4.6 million cap hit, signed through 2024-25 

Chychrun is a legit top-four defenseman who drives offense and can play 
20-plus minutes per game versus quality competition. The main concern 
with Chychrun has always been durability. He's never played more than 
68 games in a single season, and he played just 47 of 82 in 2021-22. 
Chychrun has already missed 16 games this season. 

Similar to last year, there's no rush for the Coyotes to trade Chychrun. He 
is signed for two more seasons, so Arizona could wait until the draft or 
the summer when other teams have more salary cap space and roster 
flexibility.  

2. Timo Meier, RW, Sharks 

2022-23 Stats: 27 G, 20 A in 48 GP 

Age: 26 

Contract: $6 million cap hit, RFA in 2023 

Last year, it was Tomas Hertl who teams were interested in acquiring 
from the Sharks. Hertl ultimately signed an eight-year extension a few 
days before the trade deadline to remain in San Jose.  

This season it's Meier drawing interest. His agent, Claude Lemieux, 
recently told Curtis Pashelka of The Mercury News that "we have not 
discussed a contract extension and we are very realistic of the possibility 
of Timo getting traded." 

Any contender that is looking for a proven goal scorer in a top-six wing 
role should have Meier at the top of its list. After scoring a career-high 35 
goals in 77 games last season, Meier is on pace to tally 46 goals in 2022-
23. He's on pace for back-to-back seasons of 70-plus points for the first 
time in his career. He's a dynamic offensive player who creates plenty of 
challenges for opposing defensemen. 

The Sharks are 16 points out of a playoff spot and clearly need to rebuild. 
Meier could fetch the Sharks a nice return package of quality assets to 
jumpstart that rebuilding process. 

1. Bo Horvat, C, Canucks 

2022-23 Stats: 30 G, 19 A in 46 GP 

Age: 27 

Contract: $5.5 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

The most popular name in the rumor mill right now is Horvat, and it's not 
hard to figure out why. He's a No. 1 center with an impressive two-way 
skill set who is having a career-best season from an offensive 
perspective. He's one goal away from his career high for a single season. 

Horvat has been unable to reach a new contract extension with the 
Canucks, and with Vancouver unlikely to make the playoffs, the smartest 
move for the franchise is trading its captain and not risk losing him for 
nothing in free agency. Sportsnet's Jeff Marek reported this past 
Saturday that the asking price for Horvat is "three players, including a top 
prospect." 

The ideal scenario for any team acquiring Horvat is signing him to an 
extension soon after a trade. He's a legit top-six center and still in his 
prime at 27 years old. He's the type of player you give $7-plus million per 
year to keep around long term. 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 01.26.2023 

1209803 Boston Bruins 

 

Does Ryan O'Reilly Make Sense As Bruins Trade Target? 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

 

Should the Boston Bruins target St. Louis Blues center Ryan O’Reilly on 
the NHL trade market? 

An NHL trade sweepstakes for the 31-year-old pivot who won the 2019 
Conn Smythe Trophy and helped the Blues win the 2019 Stanley Final 
over the Bruins in seven games is about to begin. On the latest TSN 
Insider Trading episode, TSN NHL insider Darren Dreger reported that 
O’Reilly is ‘officially’ on the NHL trade market with the 2023 NHL Trade 
Deadline five weeks from this Friday. 

“The Ryan O’Reilly speculation started prior to the beginning of the NHL 
regular season and it has continued, but the St. Louis Blues have 
reached the point in the regular season that they genuinely want to 
gauge the interest around the NHL in the star pending-unrestricted free 
agent forward,” Dreger said. 

“We know he’s hurt, he’s going to a be out for a while and it’s still early 
because the Blues, like all clubs who are looking at the playoff picture, 
don’t know if they are willing to go all in yet. But the ask for Ryan O’Reilly 
is going to be similar what normally would be for a player of similar 
stature – you’re talking about draft picks, you’re talking about a prospect, 
the draft pick could be determined by the quality of the prospect so, it is 
again still early, but Ryan O’Reilly is officially in play.” 

O’Reilly is currently on injured reserve, and as Dreger pointed out, likely 
not coming back until at least after the all-star break. How that affects the 
cost for him on the NHL trade market is yet to be seen. Clearly though, 
Blues general manager Doug Armstrong wants to do his due diligence 
now so he has a solid idea of who’s interested and what they’re willing to 
offer for O’Reilly. When healthy, O’Reilly hasn’t exactly been the 
premiere two-way and physical presence he’s been for the last seven 
seasons, and has just 10 goals and six assists in 37 games. O’Reilly is in 
the last year of a seven-year contract that carried a $7.5M AAV. 

The read here is that Bruins general manager Don Sweeney, who we’re 
told continues to scour the NHL trade market, will definitely give 
Armstrong a call to see what a trade package for O’Reilly would cost. 
However, if that cost is similar to the much younger and Vancouver 
Canucks captain Bo Horvat, and Sweeney, which we’re told he does, has 
interest in extending a player he acquires, then why go for the older 
O’Reilly? 
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As reported here last week, Sweeney was one of many NHL GM’s that 
has reached out to the Canucks about Bo Horvat. Many around the NHL 
don’t seem to think the Bruins have the prospect arsenal they would 
need to send back for the the 6-foot, 215-pound, 27-year-old pivot who 
has 30 goals and 48 points in 43 games this season. Horvat, like O’Reilly 
can become an unrestricted free agent on July 1. He’s in the final season 
of a six-year contract he signed as a restricted free agent in 2017 and 
that carries a $5.5 million AAV. 

Even with the news that O’Reilly is available on the NHL trade market 
now, Horvat should, and likely is a bigger target for the Boston Bruins. 
That’s not to say O’Reilly may not become a solid plan B but that will 
depend on whether or not the Bruins can land Horvat or a bigger fish. 
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Haggs: Bruins Defensemen Stepping Up The Offense, 'Scoring Big 
Goals' 

 

Joe Haggerty 

 

It started as a simple statistic thrown out by the Boston Bruins coaching 
staff, and now it’s become a challenge across their entire blueline group. 

When the Seattle Kraken came to Boston last week, the B’s coaches 
made a point of outlining how productive and explosive their defensemen 
group was leading the entire NHL in the important offensive categories. 
That led top Boston Bruins defensemen like Charlie McAvoy and 
Hampus Lindholm to ask why couldn’t it be the Boston Bruins instead of 
them being middle of the pack? 

“That got us wondering, where are we in that? We wanted to be 
dangerous when we can,” said McAvoy. “Everyone has it in their game, 
everyone’s scoring big goals.” 

The Boston Bruins D-men didn’t register a goal in Tuesday night’s 4-2 
win over the Montreal Canadiens at the Bell Centre, but McAvoy assisted 
on Taylor Hall’s PP goal that snapped a 16-game goal-scoring drought 
for him. That also gives the Black and Gold defensemen a solid 18 points 
in the last seven games with each member of the six man unit registering 
a point, and the red-hot McAvoy leading the way with eight points over 
that span. 

The five-game goal-scoring streak for the Boston Bruins defensemen that 
was snapped against Montreal was the first such streak for Boston’s 
back end since 2014 when guys like Johnny Boychuk and Zdeno Chara 
were still patrolling the back end. It’s something the B’s coaching staff 
has been preaching all season and it’s beginning to bear fruit. 

“It was maybe about a month ago now, where we talked about our 
defensemen not being as aggressive in the offensive zone and I think 
we’ve gotten to that, and the results are showing,” said head coach Jim 
Montgomery. “I thought the results were there early and you’re going to 
go through pockets and waves like that where defensemen are 
scoring…I think we’re sixth in the league, so we don’t focus only on 
goals, but it’s nice for them to get rewarded with them being really 
impressive.” 

Clearly the shutout win over the Sharks last weekend was the high point 
with Lindholm and McAvoy playing “Anything You Can Do, I Can Do 
Better” with net drive goals that showed off all their elite offensive skills. It 
was quite the display of back end dominance by a Bruins team that is 
overmatching nearly every NHL team they play simply because they can 
roll out two dominant defensmen in McAvoy and Lindholm at the very top 
of their blue line group. It’s a simple winning formula, but one that almost 
nobody can match. 

CHARLIE MCAVOY   

pic.twitter.com/7MtLNSWfXC 

— The Cam & Strick Podcast (@CamandStrick) January 23, 2023 

GOODNESS GRACIOUS HAMPUS LINDHOLM 
pic.twitter.com/jmYpD8YZKE 

— Marina Maher (@marinakmaher) January 23, 2023 

“All I know is, it’s great to have an elite D-corps like we do, led by 
Lindholm and McAvoy, who scored two unbelievable goals to get us 
going [against San Jose]. I thought they led us with intensity and puck 
possession,” said Montgomery. “I mean, our bench was really motivated 
by it and, obviously, when those two guys…you have two studs back 
there that are making plays like that…not only what it does for our bench, 
but it deflates the other team because they [McAvoy and Lindholm] aren’t 
on the ice at the same time.” 

The 29-year-old Lindholm is on pace for 10 goals and 54 points while 
averaging 23:35 of ice time per game, and McAvoy is on pace for seven 
goals and 52 points in 59 games after missing more than a month to start 
the season. There are others too as Connor Clifton has already set 
career highs with his four goals and 13 points, and Matt Grzelcyk is 
trending toward a career high in points as well for the Boston Bruins. 

Even Derek Forbort scored a goal against the Islanders last week where 
he was in position to pounce on a loose puck rebound in front because 
he was aggressively playing all the way down at the faceoff dot on the 
weak side of the offensive zone. That’s something Montgomery and his 
coaching staff preach to their defensemen whenever they get to play in 
“the fun zone.” 

Zacha hits the post, but Derek F̶o̶r̶bo̶r̶t̶ ̶Scorebort crashes the net to put it 
home. pic.twitter.com/4OwflcB6wo 

— Patrick Donnelly (@PatDonn12) January 19, 2023 

“We’ve talking about it as a D. I think we’ve been good at getting 
involved, but we also need to shoot some more pucks and jump through 
the middle and get high-scoring chances,” said Lindholm. If you could put 
it in the back of the net every game, you would, but it’s a league with 
good players…so it’s not as easy as it looks. 

“It’s fun that we can create some offense and take some load off of 
[David] Pastrnak and [Brad] Marchand so they can get a little night off.” 

The biggest part of this entire equation is McAvoy getting back up to 
Norris Trophy speed after missing training camp and the season’s first 
few months while coming back from shoulder surgery. McAvoy has been 
a point-per-game player in January with two goals and 11 points along 
with a plus-8 and looks to be at full speed in terms of skating, skill, 
physicality, playmaking and shooting after feeling his way around a bit for 
the first few months. 

“I feel like I’m really getting there,” said McAvoy. “Coming back and trying 
to find it, I felt like I’ve been around it…that’s everything; that’s legs, 
that’s confidence, that’s brain, that’s all of it. It’s nice to feel like yourself 
out there and feel like you can contribute with the team. 

“When you’re winning, it’s certainly a lot easier to have patience with 
yourself to find it. That’s really a testament to our team…not every night 
everyone’s going to have it, but we have so many guys that do and we’re 
able to find results.” 

It remains to be seen what the Boston Bruins do at the NHL trade 
deadline. In all likelihood, they are going to add and it stands to reason 
they will bring in another veteran, physical, rugged defenseman like Luke 
Schenn as righthanded depth, but it sure doesn’t look like anything needs 
to be improved with an explosive Bruins defensemen corps that’s playing 
exactly the way the coaching staff wants them to right now. 
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Bruins Daily: Bruins-Canadiens; Ryan O'Reilly On Trade Market 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

 

The Boston Bruins and Montreal Canadiens renewed their rivalry on 
Tuesday night and St. Louis Blues center Ryan O’Reilly went on the NHL 
trade market. 

That, more Bruins and NHL news, and NHL trade rumors in the latest 
Boston Hockey Now Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

Despite their places in the standings, it was an old school rivalry game 
between the Boston Bruins and the Montreal Canadiens on Tuesday 
night in Montreal. Samuel Montembeault did all he could for the Habs but 
Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak were just too much in a 4-2 Bruins 
win. 

The more the Boston Bruins win, the bigger favorites they become, and 
on Monday, they were the biggest favorite in recent memory when it 
comes to their rivalry with the Montreal Canadiens. Hopefully you got to 
use our DraftKings Promo on the game! 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: Could the New York Islanders jump into the Jakob Chychrun NHL 
trade sweepstakes before the March 3 NHL Trade Deadline? 

PHI: So is there a rift between Philadelphia Flyers head coach John 
Tortorella and Flyers center Kevin Hayes? 

PIT: After Tristan Jarry was a late injury scratch, it was not a goaltender’s 
dual between the Pittsburgh Penguins and Florida Panthers on Tuesday 
night. 

WSH: The Washington Capitals got Alex Ovechkin back on Tuesday 
night against the Colorado Avalanche, but were without Nicklas 
Backstrom 

FLA: The NHL will be getting quite creative for the NHL Skills 
Competition next month. One event will take place on the beach and 
another on a golf course in Fort Lauderdale. 

DET: The Detroit Red Wings may place captain Dylan Larkin on the NHL 
trade market. Should the Boston Bruins be interested? 

COL: The Colorado Avalanche are still missing Norris Trophy winner 
Cale Makar. 

VGK: Former Boston Bruins and current New Jersey Devils defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton did in former Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy 
and the Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday night. 

LAK: The Los Angeles Kings beat the Philadelphia Flyers 4-3 in overtime 
on Tuesday night, but again, it could’ve been better. 

SJS: The San Jose Sharks looked a lot better than they did against the 
Boston Bruins on Sunday night but still lost 3-2 in overtime to the Detroit 
Red Wings. 

Canada Hockey Now 

MTL: Given his current injury status, what is the NHL trade value of 
Montreal Canadiens forward Sean Monahan right now? 

NHL 

Per the TSN NHL Insiders, St. Louis Blues center Ryan O’Reilly is 
officially on the NHL trade market. 
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REIGN PREVIEW – Ontario at Calgary, 1/25  

 

By Jared Shafran  

 

WHO: Ontario Reign (20-15-1-1) at Calgary Wranglers (28-10-1-0) 

WHAT: AHL REGULAR SEASON GAME #38 

WHEN: Wednesday, January 25 @ 6:00 PM Pacific 

WHERE: Scotiabank Saddledome – Calgary, AB 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: The Ontario Reign are looking to rebound and 
pick up points in the standings for the first time against the Wranglers in 
the back half of a two-game series Wednesday night at the Scotiabank 
Saddledome. Calgary remains the only Pacific Division team that Ontario 
has not secured a win against during the 2022-23 season, with the 
Wranglers victorious in all four of the teams’ meetings thus far, after a 4-3 
decision Tuesday night. Previously, Calgary earned home wins by 4-1 
and 5-2 scores Dec. 20-21 before defeating the Reign 3-1 on New Year’s 
Eve at Toyota Arena. 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR: The Wranglers hold second place in the Pacific 
Division with 57 points from 39 games played, while the Reign are fifth in 
the standings and have 42 points to their name. Calgary has been a 
standout team on both sides of the puck this season, ranking second in 
the AHL on both offense and defense with 3.82 goals per game while 
allowing just 2.54 goals per contest. Ontario is eighth in the league 
defensively, allowing 2.86 goals per game. Prior to an 0-for-3 night on 
Tuesday, the Reign had been having power play success and have 
increased their season-long conversion rate to 21.1%. But they still trail 
the Wranglers in that category as Calgary has excelled on both special 
teams and rank second in the league in each with a 24.4% power play 
and a 85.7% penalty kill. 

LAST TIME OUT: Despite tying the game twice in the third period, the 
Ontario Reign fell short Tuesday night to the Calgary Wranglers by a 4-3 
score in the first contest of a two-game series this week at the 
Scotiabank Saddledome. Ontario’s leading scorers TJ Tynan and Lias 
Andersson each had a goal and an assist, while Austin Wagner scored in 
his hometown and Martin Chromiak extended his career-long point streak 
to eight games. 

CHROMIAK SHINING BRIGHT: It was late in the third period Tuesday 
night when Martin Chromiak found Lias Andersson at the side of the net 
for a game-tying goal that extended the rookie’s impressive point streak. 
The run has now spanned eight games dating back to Jan. 8 and has 
consisted of 12 points on seven goals and five assists. Chromiak’s most 
impressive night came on Saturday when he found the back of the net 
three times for his first AHL hat trick during an OT loss to Coachella 
Valley. He managed to score in all three periods, including power play 
goals during both the second and third. Since his streak started, 
Chromiak leads all AHL skaters in goals (7) while his 12 points rank tied 
for third. The run has increased the Ilava, Slovakia native’s overall point 
total to 15 for the season in 21 games on seven goals and eight assists. 

SCOUTING THE WRANGLERS: The AHL affiliate of the NHL’s Calgary 
Flames, the Wranglers have been instantly competitive in their first year 
playing in Calgary. The team’s leading scorer Matthew Phillips has 45 
points in 33 games on 23 goals and 22 assists. His goal total leads the 
way in the AHL, while he also ranks third in the league in overall scoring. 
Phillips has also been credited with eight game-winning goals this 
season which leads the league. Behind him, Connor Zary leads the team 
with 27 helpers and ranks second with 41 points. Rookie defender 
Jeremie Poirier leads the team’s blueliners with 24 points in 37 games on 
four goals and 20 assists. Former Reign captain Brett Sutter has been a 
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mainstay in the team’s lineup, scoring 21 points on nine goals and 12 
assists while appearing in 37 of the Wranglers’ 39 contests. In net, 
reigning AHL Goaltender of the Year Dustin Wolf has played 30 games 
and picked up where he left off last season with a 2.17 goals-against 
average and a 0.929 save percentage with a record of 24-5-0 and four 
shutouts. 

TYNAN’S TAKEOVER: January has been the best month of the season 
for Reign captain TJ Tynan, who is second in the AHL with 16 points in 
the team’s 10 games since the calendar flipped to 2023. Prior to his 
linemate Lias Andersson’s late third period goal on Tuesday, Tynan had 
scored or helped set up seven straight Ontario tallies, including assists 
on six straight. The Orland, Illinois native tied a career high with four 
assists in Saturday’s overtime loss to Coachella Valley before posting a 
goal and a helper in Tuesday’s contest in Calgary. In addition to leading 
the Reign in scoring with 44 points, Tynan ranks fifth on the AHL’s 
scoring leaderboard, second in the league in assists (38), first in power 
play assists (21) and second in power play points (23). 

LIAS STAYS HOT: With his team-leading 15th goal of the season 
Tuesday, Lias Andersson found the back of the net for the sixth time in 
Ontario’s last seven games. The Smogen, Sweden native now ranks 
second on the team in scoring with 28 total points in 32 games with the 
Reign this season (15-13=28). Andersson is now on a five-game point 
streak, his longest run of the 2022-23 season. In addition, the former first 
round NHL Draft selection has already totaled a career best in scoring 
this season, with his previous high mark coming in 2018-19 when he 
earned 26 total points split between the New York Rangers and Hartford 
Wolf Pack. Andersson is averaging over a point per game from the 
Reign’s first 10 contests in January with six goals and five assists and 
leads the team with seven power play goals this season. 

POWER PLAY PROWESS: With three power play goals in Saturday’s 
recent overtime loss to Coachella Valley, the Reign increased their 
season-long man-advantage success rate to 21.1%, while jumping their 
home percentage to 28.8 which ranks second in the AHL. Ontario’s 21 
power play goals in 18 home games have them among one of the 10 
teams who have earned at least a goal per game while at home on the 
man-advantage. Recently the Reign have scored power play goals in five 
of their last seven contests overall, jumping their league man-advantage 
ranking to 11th. 
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REIGN FINAL – Reign 3, Wranglers 2 (OT) – Sturm, Andersson  

 

By Jared Shafran  

 

The Ontario Reign (21-15-1-1) scored twice in the final six minutes to 
force overtime and defeated the Calgary Wranglers (28-10-2-0) for the 
first time 33 seconds into the extra session on Lias Andersson’s second 
goal of the night Wednesday at the Scotiabank Saddledome. 

Andersson, who also had the equalizer on the power play with 2:11 to 
play in the third, continued a recent hot stretch that has now seen him 
score eight goals in his last eight games. Austin Wagner also found the 
back of the net for the second straight day with a shorthanded strike and 
captain TJ Tynan added two assists in the victory. 

BOX SCORE 

More from head coach Marco Sturm and Andersson below. 

Matt Villalta stopped 27 Wranglers shots to pick up his seventh win of the 
season for Ontario. The win was also the Reign’s first against Calgary 
netminder Dustin Wolf this season, who has started all five contests 
against Ontario and earned wins in each of the first four. 

Calgary found the back of the net first and claimed an early lead when a 
shot by Mitch McLain deflected in off Ben Jones at 3:34 of the opening 
period. 

The Reign had multiple chances to respond, including two power play 
opportunities that saw them pile up 19 shots on goal in the period, but 
Wolf turned aside all attempts that came his way to hold Ontario off the 
scoreboard in the first. 

At 6:55 of the second, Nick DeSimone found himself open at the center 
of the zone and beat Villalta under the left pad to extend the Wranglers 
lead to 2-0. 

Calgary had the better of the looks for the remainder of the middle 
period, but Villalta came up with multiple stops to keep the Reign within 
two prior to the third. 

Although Ontario didn’t record a shot for the first 14 minutes of the third, 
they began a comeback bid on when Wagner converted on a 
shorthanded breakaway at 14:35 while Aidan Dudas was serving a 
slashing penalty. Tynan led the Calgary native behind the defense with a 
lead pass and Wagner put the puck past Wolf for his ninth goal of the 
season. 

Then after a tripping penalty to Calgary’s Ilya Solovyov with 2:22 to play, 
the Reign used their timeout and pulled Villalta for an extra attacker in 
search of a tying goal. On the ensuing faceoff, the puck bounced free to 
Andersson and after a scrum at the side of the net, the Smogen, Sweden 
native poked the puck over the line to tie the game at 2-2. The lone assist 
on the late tally went to Alan Quine. 

A classic @liasandersson clutch goal TM pic.twitter.com/2sayF49T0z 

— Ontario Reign (@ontarioreign) January 26, 2023 

33 seconds into overtime, Andersson sped past the Wranglers’ skaters 
and beat Wolf with a deke in the crease for the game-winner. Tynan and 
Jordan Spence picked up assists on Andersson’s team-leading 17th goal 
of the season. 

Relive all the magic now on Disney DVD! #ReignTrain 
pic.twitter.com/n6WoQ4WPQV 

— Ontario Reign (@ontarioreign) January 26, 2023 

Tynan has now reached 40 assists on the season for the sixth time in his 
career and ranks third in the AHL in overall scoring with 46 points. 

Andersson’s power play strike was the only man-advantage goal of the 
game, as Ontario finished 1-for-5 on the power play while holding 
Calgary to 0-for-2. The Reign also held a slim 30-29 edge in shots on 
goal during the contest. 

Marco Sturm 

On the way his team pulled out the victory with a late comeback 

That shows that anything can happen. We had some opportunities, we 
just didn’t hit the net but a two-goal lead in today’s game is very 
dangerous too. We kept plugging away and Wags got us a goal and then 
the power play where we pulled the goalie and we’re just happy that we 
tied it up and  Lias obviously finished it with a nice goal in OT. 

On the team’s special teams play that made the difference 

We’ve always said it in the past, it seems like especially with our team, 
special teams are a big deal and our power play was not pretty today, 
they had a good PK first of all and we couldn’t find a way to get it going. 
But it took us to the end and like I said it was not pretty but we take that 
tying goal and that shows how big it is for us to have good special teams 
every night. 

On the play of Wagner, who scored in each game of the series 

I’m happy for him. He’s from here. He always loves to come, everyone 
loves to play at home and I think he always played good hockey, but not 
just this weekend. I think lately, he’s just playing much better. You can 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 26, 2023 

 

tell he’s a veteran, he’s been around for a little bit now and the team 
needs him. So he responded big time this weekend and in the past lately 
with some nice goals. 

On the play of Villalta, who got the win with some big saves late in the 
game 

The first one was a tough one but it got tipped and we didn’t get him any 
help. Even on the second goal, he didn’t get much help either. So 
unfortunately, it kind of ended up back in our net but he came up big in 
the end and after we scored to tie it up they pushed us a little bit and he 
made some good saves and was pretty calm in net tonight and I’m glad 
he got the win. 

On what he’s seen from Andersson, who is leading the team in goal 
scoring 

For me, it looks like he has a lot of fun playing. He’s very motivated. He 
wants to be the difference and he wants to win too. He hates losing, and 
you can feel it. We all feel it, the team feels it on the bench, in the locker 
room and on the ice. And he’s showing that for a while now. That’s the 
Lias I know. I’ve been together with him for a couple of years and he’s a 
very, very talented kid and comes up big in big moments and that’s what 
he does right now. 

On if the win may energize the team going into two more games this 
weekend 

It’s always hard to play top teams and it seems like here in January for us 
we play a lot of good teams and we’ve hung in there pretty good. Coming 
here, we’ve never beaten this team and it would have been a tough one 
for sure if we left Calgary again with no points in our bag so that’s why 
I’m very glad we snuck one out here in Calgary. We have a tough one 
coming up again next weekend and we have another few guys hurt again 
so it’s not going to get easier but I think we’re going to take it day by day. 
We’re going to enjoy the one tonight and get some rest tomorrow and 
then move on again against San Diego. 

Lias Andersson 

On being able to come back against Calgary, a team they hadn’t beaten 
yet 

I thought we stayed with it pretty good. We had some chances and we 
stayed with it and it was nice to see that puck go in to tie it up and get 
one on the PK too. I think we did a good job staying with it, even if we 
weren’t playing our best game but we stayed with it and we definitely 
deserved a win here. We played some good games against this team but 
fell short every time so yeah, nice win and well deserved I think. 

On the play of Austin Wagner 

He’s been great. He’s been great ever since he came back from injury. 
You can tell why he has almost 200 NHL games in his career. He’s a real 
good player, he uses his speed and has a good shot, so we’ve been 
more than happy to have him on our line and he’s been huge for us. 

On the team’s plan to try and tie it with the late power play and extra 
attacker 

The plan was to first win the draw. That’s kind of the main thing going 
into to a 6-on-5 or power play to win the draw and kind of take it from 
there. You know, 6-on-5 is hard, just try to get the puck to the net and I 
got a lucky bounce there. It bounced out to me and the goalie poke-
checked me because I was trying to just get it to the net and yeah, then it 
bounced out to me and the puck went in somehow, I banked it off him so 
yeah, it was not much planned or written up, it just kind of happened and 
it was nice to see go in. 

On what he saw in overtime to score the winning goal 

First of all, like, winning the faceoff again, like we did on 6-on-5 is key in 
OT when it’s a 3-on-3 so good job there by Tynan and then I had some 
gas left in the tank and I saw they were flat-footed, so I just tried to beat 

the defense wide and luckily I got a 1-on-1 with the goalie and made a 
good move and it went in. 

Ontario will travel to San Diego to begin their weekend with a game 
against the Gulls on Saturday at 7 p.m. before returning home to Toyota 
Arena for a matchup against the Wranglers on Sunday at 5 p.m. 
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Angeles Analysis - A Look From All Angles  

 

By Zach Dooley  

 

It was interesting to go back through all of the reactions to last night’s 
game from all parties involved. 

Speaking with players within the room, most felt that the Kings generally 
executed as intended. Goals against came off of weird plays or individual 
breakdowns and on the back end of a 3-in-4, the Kings had enough in 
the tank to see out the game. Todd McLellan did say he didn’t 
necessarily feel the team had their “A” game, but felt the team stuck with 
it and it says something to come back from being down a goal three 
separate times. He also said that sometimes in games like that, we don’t 
credit the opposition enough and he was quick to do that, noting that the 
Flyers gave up nothing for free, with open ice at a premium all night long. 

Listening to the post game remarks from Philadelphia Head Coach John 
Tortorella, he was extremely pleased with his own team’s effort. He 
spoke about how fast the Kings were out of the gates, which was 
reflective in the flow of play early, and how his team matched it, 
highlighting several positives as opposed to the negatives of missing out 
on a point. Playing on the road, against a team that’s played well as of 
late, at a time in the season when points are critical, you’re going to get 
stern tests and you have to find a way through them. The Kings were 
able to do that last night for a variety of reasons. 

Speaking with Anze Kopitar after the game, he said the Kings weren’t 
fazed in any of the situations in which they gave up a goal. It happened 
twice in the first period and the Kings answered in quick succession on 
both occasions. After another exchange in the second, the Kings faced 
another tight third period. In Nashville, a 3-2 lead soured into a 5-3 
defeat, while a lead was managed better in Chicago on Sunday. Forward 
Quinton Byfield credited the team’s leadership for helping to steer the 
group though the third period yesterday, even when things got dicey at 
times, especially towards the end. The game eventually reached the 
extra session and from there, Kevin Fiala did his thing to earn the second 
point. 

There’s also the notion of secondary scoring. Yesterday morning, Todd 
McLellan dropped the stat that 25 percent of the team’s scoring is 
currently on injured reserve. As of now, none of the four currently injured 
players appear likely to factor in on this trip and as such, McLellan said 
that others will need to step up and help fill the void. Enter Sammy 
Fagemo, who bounced back from a play he’d like to have back on the 
third Flyers goal to bury a heavy……HEAVY shot from the slot and tie 
the game at three. Fagemo is known for that shot from his time in the 
AHL and he simply beat a good goaltender clean from the slot. Nothing 
fancy to it, just a good shooter doing what a good shooter does. When 
you’re without players like Vilardi, Moore, Kaliyev and Grundstrom, you 
need guys playing lower in the lineup to help carry the load from time to 
time. Fagemo did his part last night. 

I think Pheonix Copley’s contributions also merit a mention. He was 
exceptionally hard on himself after he was pulled for the first times as a 
King during defeats against Dallas and Nashville. Copley felt he didn’t 
give the Kings a chance to win on those nights, as he had done in every 
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start leading in. Personally, I think it’s a bit tough to pin it on him the way 
he did, but Copley has now done exactly what he’s needed to in wins 
over Chicago and Philadelphia, including a few key saves late in the 
game to preserve the first point and then the second. A scrambling, 
sliding effort that saw the Alaskan use both pads to keep the puck out of 
the net was the standout. Seconds later, the Kings won the game. 
Sometimes, it’s about when you get the save above all else and the 
Kings needed that bailout when they got it. Important stuff from Copley. 

Putting points in the ATM is always a good thing and when you look at 
what’s ahead, it’s a heck of a lot better to enter into those games with a 
pair of wins behind you as opposed to chasing them on the backend. 
While the Kings have found some success in Florida in past seasons, 
with a 4-2-0 record over their last six, the final two stops of the trip have 
been houses of horror in past years. The Kings have dropped six straight 
in Tampa Bay (0-3-3) and six of their last seven in Carolina (1-6-0). That 
being said, the Kings snapped a ten-game losing streak in all cities back 
in October and how much are we really looking at results from 2016 to 
define today’s team, beyond just for purposes of a statistic. It’s 2-1-0 with 
three games remaining before the All-Star break, with the Kings wanting 
to go in on a high note with a bit of momentum. This was the trip last year 
that seemed to gel the group together and there was a couple of big wins 
in there. They’ll have to go through the defending Presidents Trophy 
winners, the defending Eastern Conference champions and the current 
Metropolitan Division leaders in order to do so. Game on, baby. 

The Kings opted for an off-ice workout today at the beach, with some 
photos, videos and reactions to follow tomorrow. Back on the ice 
tomorrow afternoon, with a practice scheuduled here in Florida. Full 
report to follow on LAKI! 
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NHL99: Ray Bourque had to be in our top 10 — here are 77 reasons why 

 

Sean McIndoe  

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Is it possible to be recognized as one of the 10 best players of the 
modern era of the NHL and still be underrated? 

I think it is. And I think you could argue that the concept applies to Ray 
Bourque, a player who dominated the NHL for two decades and is my 
pick as the second-best defenseman of all time, and yet still doesn’t 
seem to get enough respect among this generation of fans. 

How do I help fix that, now that our countdown has reached Bourque at 
No. 10? I suppose I could wax eloquently, or track down some former 
teammates who witnessed his greatness up close, or find a few signature 
plays to break down. But you know what? We’re 90 picks into this 
project, and I don’t feel like doing subtle. Instead, I’m breaking out the 
firehose. 

With apologies to Paul Coffey and Victor Hedman, Ray Bourque was the 
most famous No. 77 in NHL history. So today, you’re getting 77 facts 
about him. If you kids out there aren’t on board by the end, then I’ve done 
all I can. And for the rest of us, it’s a chance to remember some of the 
greatest stats, moments and oddities from one of the most dominant 
careers we’ve ever seen. 

Ray Bourque 

1. Ray Bourque was born Dec. 28, 1960, which means he shares a 
birthday with fellow Hockey Hall of Famers Harry Howell and Terry 
Sawchuk. That’s really neither here nor there, but I think it’s neat. Keep 
your head up, Mario and St. Patrick. 

2. Bourque was good in junior. That’s weird to write because it was 
probably the last time for about 20 years that you could stop at “good” 
with this guy. 

3. He had 93 points for the QMJHL’s Verdun Black Hawks in 1978-79, in 
a season in which he was just 17 on opening night. Those were big 
numbers, but in that era of the Q, they weren’t jaw-dropping. He was 56 
points back of forward Normand Aubin for the team lead, and trailed 
Michel Leblanc among league defensemen. He was only a few points 
ahead of Kevin Lowe. 

4. All of which is to say: He was a very good prospect, but hardly a can’t-
miss. And when the NHL Draft rolled around, Bourque watched fellow 
defensemen Rob Ramage, Craig Hartsburg and Keith Brown go ahead of 
him. 

5. Yes, Keith Brown. Look, scouting is harder than it looks. 

6. By the way, this was the infamous “double cohort” draft, which saw the 
NHL lower the age threshold by a year, resulting in what’s often 
considered the best class ever. Bourque went on to rank second in the 
draft class in games played and points, trailing third-rounder Mark 
Messier in both categories. 

7. If you’re a Bruins fan who got to enjoy the Ray Bourque era, you can 
thank a man named Ron Grahame. 

8. Well, you should actually thank Harry Sinden, who was the guy who 
traded Grahame to the Los Angeles Kings on the eve of the 1978-79 
season. The Kings had been a decent team for years but weren’t 
breaking through in the playoffs, and Grahame was a young goalie who’d 
just posted very solid numbers in his first year in Boston. The Kings 
needed a replacement for Rogie Vachon, so they made the deal. 

9. In hindsight, it was a bad move for L.A., but this was no Sam Pollock 
situation in which a dumb team traded away a pick that was obviously 
going to be high. The Kings put up 80 points with Grahame, comfortably 
making the playoffs. In a 16-team league, that translated to the eighth 
overall pick, and in 1979 that meant a chance to draft Bourque. 

10. Grahame won 23 games in three seasons with the Kings, so … let’s 
call the trade even. 

11. Wait, hold on. All this early-career stuff is nice and all, but did Sean 
just casually slip in a “second-best defenseman ever?” reference up 
above in that intro? Yes, I did, and now that you’ve settled into this piece, 
there’s something we need to talk about. 

12. OK, look, I love Nicklas Lidstrom. He was an absolute stud. If you’re 
a fan of his, you may have noticed that he hasn’t appeared yet in this Top 
100, so you’ve got a sense of how highly regarded he was by our voters. 
There isn’t a reasonable hockey fan alive who wouldn’t trade just about 
any player their favorite team has ever had for a career of Nicklas 
Lidstrom locking down the blue line. An undisputed legend. 

13. BUT! At some point in the last decade or so, it feels like hockey fans 
decided that “Nicklas Lidstrom is the second-best defenseman ever” was 
settled science. If anything, the controversial part of that statement might 
be “second,” because there are fans out there who’d put him ahead of 
Bobby Orr, too. (Those fans are wrong, but let’s roll with it.) 

14. Is Lidstrom number two? Maybe! You could absolutely make that 
argument. But it is an argument, and anyone who claims otherwise is 
doing it because they don’t understand just how good Ray Bourque really 
was. He was right there with Lidstrom, and yes, he might have been even 
better. 

15. The purpose of this piece is not to diminish Lidstrom in any way, or 
any other great defenseman who may be in that Orr conversation. But I 
still can’t help but feel like there’s a generation out there that doesn’t 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 26, 2023 

 

appreciate what Bourque did for over two decades. So to borrow a turn of 
phrase from another legendary Bruin, we’re going to use this as an 
opportunity to pump his tires. 

16. OK, so back to 1979. Bourque didn’t wear his famous No. 77 that first 
year in Boston. In fact, he was given No. 29 in training camp. But when it 
became apparent that he’d make the team that first year, he was 
reassigned a different number: 7. 

17. That was a big deal because it had been Phil Esposito’s number 
when he was smashing scoring records in Boston. Now, the Bruins were 
giving the immortal number to a teenaged rookie. 

18. Bourque wasn’t the first Bruin to wear No. 7 after Esposito; two guys 
named Bill Bennett and Sean Shanahan had briefly had it too. Still, some 
fans felt like the move was disrespectful to Esposito, who was still active 
with the Rangers. 

19. We’ll get back to the number thing in a bit because it all leads to a 
moment that’s cool as hell. 

20. Bourque’s debut season of 1979-80 was one for the ages, as he 
racked up a then-rookie record 65 points and ran away with the Calder. 
More impressively, he finished fourth in Norris voting and became the 
first non-goalie in NHL history to be named a first-team all-star as a 
rookie. 

21. “There’s no doubt in my mind he’s going to be a phenomenal player,” 
said some guy named Brad Park in that rookie season, and he seems 
like he might know a thing or two about being a great Bruins 
defenseman. 

22. He followed that up with a 27-goal sophomore season, a record for a 
second-year blueliner. That was good for another top-five Norris finish, 
as well as his first handful of Hart votes. 

23. Did we mention this guy who already has multiple top-five Norris 
finishes and is in the Hart conversation had only just turned 20 during 
that season? The Bruins had something special. 

24. He wasn’t a classic physical defenseman, in the sense that he wasn’t 
racking up PIMs and throwing monster hits. He wasn’t even listed as 6-
feet tall. But given the era, he certainly couldn’t avoid the nasty side of 
the game, and he held his own. If you took him lightly, he could surprise 
you. 

25. He had a breakout year in 1983-84, which is pretty tough to do when 
you’re already considered one of the very best players in the league. But 
as a 23-year-old, Bourque posted his best offensive season ever, scoring 
31 goals and 96 points. He was named a postseason all-star for the fifth 
time and a Norris finalist for the third. And he finished in the top five for 
Hart voting, a rarity for a defenseman then. 

26. You may be wondering why he wasn’t winning Norris Trophies by this 
point. It’s a fair question, and the answer is some combination of a) he 
was so young that he hadn’t “earned it” yet in the eyes of voters; b) his 
offensive numbers were being overshadowed somewhat by what Paul 
Coffey was doing in Edmonton; and c) this was during that weird era 
when Rod Langway kept winning. 

27. Yes, Rod Langway, a stay-at-home defenseman who was putting up 
30 points a year. Award voting is also harder than it looks. 

28. We’ve been focusing on postseason all-star nods, since those are the 
ones that matter, but it goes without saying that Bourque is also making 
the midseason game roster every year at this point. In 1985, he set a 
record with four assists in a 6-4 Wales Conference win. 

29. Bourque had finally served his Norris time by 1986-87, when he 
posted 95 points and fell two first-place votes shy of winning the award 
unanimously. He also finished second to Wayne Gretzky for the Hart. 

30. Ray Bourque could score from anywhere. No, literally, pretty much 
anywhere. 

31. By this point, he’s had so much success that he also earned the 
hallmark of true NHL superstardom: An article in the New York Times 
calling him boring. 

32. “Ray Bourque doesn’t like fast cars or fast boats,” Sinden says in that 
article, and I have so many questions about what that means for trains, 
helicopters or submarines. 

33. While all this is going on, the Bruins are having consistent success, 
finishing over .500 every year and posting 100-plus points three times. 
But with the exception of a 1983 run to the conference finals, they’re not 
winning playoff rounds. 

34. That changed in 1988, when Bourque wins his second Norris and 
leads the Bruins to the Stanley Cup Final. He has 21 points during the 
run, but the Bruins are swept by the Oilers in five games. 

35. Yes, swept in five games. Building maintenance is apparently also 
harder than it looks. 

36. This is the point at which the conversation around Bourque starts to 
shift to, “Yes he’s great, but will he ever win the big one?” That’s a dumb 
narrative, but spoiler alert, let’s just say in this case that it’s going to pay 
off. 

37. After injuries limit him to a career-low 60 games in 1988-89, Bourque 
is back with another monster year in 1989-90. He has 94 points, wins his 
third Norris and is a postseason all-star for the 11th straight year. He also 
finishes within a vote of becoming the first defenseman since Orr to win 
the Hart. Bourque ties Mark Messier for first-place votes and has more 
second-place mentions, but narrowly loses because a handful of voters 
leave him off their ballot entirely, which was … interesting. 

38. That’s two times being a Hart finalist for Bourque, if you’re keeping 
count. Nicklas Lidstrom didn’t have any. I’m just saying. 

39. Even after being robbed of the Hart, this is the season in which 
Bourque starts getting some legitimate “best player in the world” talk. As 
a reminder, Wayne Gretzky and Mario Lemieux are right in their prime. 

40. Bourque also gets the Bruins back to the Final for a rematch with the 
Oilers. But it’s another lopsided one, with the Oilers winning 4-1. The no-
Cup theme continues. 

41. By the way, Bourque is doing all this while making $600,000 a year, 
even as some of the league’s top players are making $2 million or more. 
Were Sinden and the Bruins pinching pennies? This would also turn out 
to be a theme. 

42. His hair was fantastic. I don’t think we mention that enough. When 
you talk about legendary hockey hair, we tend to default to the mullets or 
wild looks. But Bourque had the sort of hair that you see in a commercial 
for conditioner. How did he spend that much of his life wearing a helmet 
and still have A+ hair whenever he took it off? I wish I knew. 

43. His mustache was not as fantastic. Look, we have to talk about the 
good and the bad. Let’s just say he was smart enough to recognize a 
mistake and move on. 

44. The 1990-91 season sees Bourque pass Orr to become the Bruins’ 
leading career scorer among defensemen. He’d later drop the “among 
defensemen” qualifier, passing Esposito and eventually Johnny Bucyk to 
stand as the all-time scoring king for a franchise that’s nearly 100 years 
old. He’ll stay that way for a long time, too; 37-year-old forward Patrice 
Bergeron is still approximately 500 points back. 

45. The 1991 and 1992 Bruins’ playoff runs both end in the conference 
finals. Bourque is still dominant, winning another Norris and adding a 
second-place finish. But while we didn’t know it at the time, those would 
be the last playoff rounds that Boston would win for four seasons, setting 
the stage for the final chapters of Bourque’s chase for a championship. 

46. Maybe the most memorable moment of Bourque’s 1992-93 season 
came in the All-Star skills competition, when he did this for the second 
year in a row: 
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47. I know it seems weird to today’s fans because the whole All-Star 
Weekend is played out and stuffed with lame gimmicks. But back then, 
the accuracy contest was only a few years old and seeing Bourque just 
casually wreck it was incredibly cool. All the great forwards are struggling 
with the event, then this defenseman shows up and just goes straight-out 
cyborg mode. 

48. The accuracy competition was pretty much the only place where 
Bourque didn’t take a lot of shots. There are lots of cool Bourque stats, 
but we need to focus on shots on goal for a bit. 

49. Let’s start with the all-time list. Bourque was just recently passed by 
Alexander Ovechkin for top spot on the career leaderboard, and it’s here 
that I will remind you that Ovechkin is a forward. Bourque had held the 
mark for years, well ahead of legends like Jaromir Jagr, Marcel Dionne 
and Phil Esposito. 

50. He had 6,209 career shots, which is more than 1,000 ahead of the 
next defenseman on the list, Al MacInnis. To get to a third defenseman, 
Coffey, you need to drop down another 900 shots or so. 

51. In all, Bourque led the league in shots on goal three times in his 
career. He had three other years in which he was second (including a 
career-best 390 in 1995-96), and three more in which he was third. 

52. Yes, a defenseman had 390 shots in a season. That’s the record for 
the position. Here is a full list of every player since 1996 who’s had more 
shots in a season than Ray Bourque’s 390: Ovechkin. That’s it, that’s the 
whole list. 

53. Here’s what may be the most amazing Ray Bourque stat there is, and 
that’s saying something: On March 21, 1991, he was credited with an 
NHL-record 19 shots in a single game. Not only has nobody done that 
before or since, but nobody’s even had 18 or 17. 

54. Bourque scored on only one of those 19 shots because he was a 
bum. 

55. Actually, that was the game in which Ron Tugnutt had an NHL record 
70 saves. Bourque was so good, he could even help random Quebec 
Nordiques goalies get into the record book. 

56. One last shots record: Bourque once had a streak in which he 
recorded at least one shot in 360 consecutive games. Even Ovechkin 
hasn’t come all that close to that one. 

57. We mentioned that Bourque is a defenseman, right? You kids out 
there, I hope you’re picturing a defenseman putting five pucks on net a 
night. And this wasn’t just an ’80s guy bombing point shots into a goalie’s 
pads — remember, he had the most accurate wrist shot in the league. 
How do you stop that? For 22 years, the answer was basically: You 
don’t. 

58. Other teams that didn’t have a Ray Bourque had to just use whatever 
they had around the house. 

59. In 1996, Boston hosts the All-Star Game and you’ll never guess who 
scores the winning goal. Yep, of course. 

60. A fun side note about that game: The winner came late enough that 
the writers had already handed in their MVP ballots, so PHWA president 
Jim Kelley just tore up the vote and gave it to Bourque. Correctly, it 
should go without saying. 

61. The 1996-97 season, in which I’ll remind you that Bourque is 36 
years old, snaps two streaks: For the first time in his career, Bourque 
neither earns a postseason all-star honor nor finishes in the top five in 
Norris voting. He ends up seventh in both categories. 

62. I’m going to repeat that for emphasis: A season in which Bourque 
was considered the seventh-best player in the league at his position 
would stand as his career-worst. This was what rock bottom looked like 
for this guy. 

63. I guess there is one blemish on his resume that we need to mention: 
Bourque had a bad habit of getting posterized for famous goals. It 

happened to him on Mario Lemieux’s first goal on his first shift, it 
happened on the “May Day” goal, and maybe most memorably of all, 
Mario got him again with a move we’d never seen before. I don’t know 
what to tell you, other than Bourque just made every play he was 
involved in memorable. 

64. OK, so the story about how Bourque goes from wearing No. 7 to his 
famous 77. We have to go back to December 1987, as the Bruins are 
honoring Phil Esposito by retiring his number. That’s the same No. 7 that 
Bourque is wearing, which is awkward but not unprecedented. But 
Bourque has a surprise up his sleeve, and it leads to this: 

65. How cool is that? Also, you can tell how much it touched Esposito, 
who didn’t know what was going to happen. 

66. If that moment had never happened, this list would have been over 
59 points ago. 

67. And yes, sure, Bourque probably shouldn’t have been one of Team 
Canada’s five shooters in the 1998 Nagano shootout. Marc Crawford 
probably overthought that one. But it wasn’t completely crazy, given 
Bourque’s legendary accuracy. And it wasn’t some great insult to 
Gretzky, who’d never been all that strong on clean breakaways or 
penalty shots. Let’s never speak of that game again. 

68. By the way, Ray was no relation to journeyman forward (and current 
broadcaster) Phil Bourque, which isn’t important but did lead to headlines 
like this. Ouch, sorry, Phil. 

69. Hey, is now a good time to mention that Bourque played 22 NHL 
seasons and basically didn’t age at all? The makeup artists gave him like 
a dozen gray hairs for the 2001 scenes and that was it. As someone who 
ages three years after one bad night’s sleep, this is not OK. 

70. By the end of 1999, Bourque has become the all-time leading goal-
scorer among defensemen, and is coming off yet another year as a 
Norris finalist, the 14th of his career. But he’s about to turn 39, the Bruins 
aren’t good, and it’s time to think the unthinkable: Could Boston actually 
trade Bourque? 

71. They could, at Bourque’s request, although everyone had mixed 
feelings about the whole thing. Bourque wanted a Cup and knew he 
wasn’t going to get it in Boston, and the Bruins understood that the point 
of a trade wouldn’t be to maximize their return so much as find a fitting 
home for a legend. On March 4, with the deadline a week away and 
rumors swirling, Bourque picks up the puck at the end of what we 
realized would be his last game as a Bruin. 

72. With reports suggesting Bourque wanted to stay in the East, two 
teams emerged as the frontrunners for a Bourque trade: The Red Wings 
and the Flyers. Have fun with that, alternate history fans. 

73. The trade went down on March 7, 2000, and the destination was a 
surprise: Colorado, which hadn’t been mentioned much as a Bourque 
contender. The deal was Bourque and Dave Andreychuk for Brian 
Rolston, Martin Grenier, Samuel Pahlsson and a first-rounder. (Yes, 
Dave Andreychuk was in that trade. It’s probably the only time in NHL 
history that a 550-goal scorer was traded and nobody cared.) 

74. Bourque goes to Colorado to chase a Cup in what will be his last 
playoff run, and in an unforgettable dose of hockey drama, he leads them 
to … the third round, where they get eliminated. We all kind of forget that 
part, right? The Avalanche lost to the Stars in the conference finals, and 
it seemed like that was it for Bourque. He was a UFA who was about to 
turn 40 and hadn’t given any indication that he’d come back for another 
season. There was no guarantee he’d be back in Colorado, or anywhere 
at all. 

75. Of course, we now know that he did come back for one last season, 
re-signing with Colorado. And he was great, as always, passing Coffey 
for most career points by a defenseman. He was named a first-team all-
star and finished second in Norris voting, and sure it was a bit of a 
lifetime achievement award, but only a bit. He was also named to his 
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19th midseason All-Star Game, more than Gretzky or Messier or anyone 
other than Gordie Howe. 

76. One final crazy Ray Bourque stat: He played 22 years, and received 
votes for a major award in every single one. Nobody else has done that 
— not Gretzky, not Howe, not Rocket Richard, not Ovechkin. And no, not 
Lidstrom. Sidney Crosby might get there, if you count the Lady Byng, 
which you should not. Bourque played 22 seasons and never finished 
lower than seventh in Norris voting. He was, quite literally, one of the 
very best defensemen in the league from the moment he showed up until 
his very last moment in an NHL uniform. Just two decades and change of 
uninterrupted excellence. 

77. And as we hit the magic No. 77, that last moment is the only place we 
can end. After 22 years … Raymond Bourque. 

(Top photo: Bruce Bennett / Getty Studios) 
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Jakob Chychrun’s trade destinations: 7 teams that could (and should) be 
interested 

 

Shayna Goldman  

 

Maybe you’ve heard this before, but Jakob Chychrun is on the market.  

This has been floating around for some time, but injuries and the asking 
price have held up a deal.  

Why should other teams be interested in this player that the Coyotes are 
so keen to move? It’s because the 24-year-old brings a lot of value to a 
team, and he’s cost controlled with a manageable cap hit of $4.6 million. 
The longer Arizona waits to move him, however, the lesser the return 
may be. While technically there’s no rush because he has another two 
full seasons under contract after 2022-23, a major benefit is that he’s 
signed for at least three playoff runs and can help solidify the playoff 
hopes for a progressing team. 

What Chychrun brings to the lineup 

Besides the fact that he’s a 24-year-old defender, with a manageable cap 
hit of $4.6 million, why should teams be interested in Chychrun? 

There’s his versatility: a left-handed defenseman who can play either 
side of the lineup. That should make him a target for any team looking to 
add to their blue line, regardless of handedness.  

There’s his offense: Chychrun’s a good skater who can move the puck 
up the ice with control and can quarterback offensive play from the blue 
line. He’s a frequent shooter with finishing ability who will generally rate 
highly among the position — just not to the extent of some of his career-
high seasons. The defender has some risk and reward to his game back 
in his own end, especially under pressure. But his environment may have 
something to do with it.  

That’s why there’s the fact that he’s probably going to be in a much better 
situation wherever he moves, which should boost his results more. In 
Arizona this year, his quality of forward teammates is among the lowest 
of all defenders in the league. That’s the breaks of playing on a bottom-
feeding Coyotes squad. Anywhere else, he probably has a lot more 
support in terms of systems and team strength. That should put him in a 
better position to succeed than he’s been in through much of his career.  

A change in scenery can be exactly what a player needs to rebound or 
truly play to their strengths. Look at Hampus Lindholm in Boston versus 
Anaheim, for example. So interested teams should be banking on more 
from Chychrun elsewhere than they’ve seen so far in Arizona. And 

depending on where he goes decides what his role will be — maybe on 
another team, he won’t have to play. 

Why the Coyotes would trade him 

At this point, no player is safe to stick around in Arizona. Even seemingly 
‘core’ plays like Chychrun are likely to be on the move. This team is 
looking for future assets — specifically, two first-round picks as a starting 
point for the defenseman, or something comparable. Will they do 
anything productive with those assets to get out of this perpetual rebuild? 
That remains to be seen. It’s nothing about the player’s game, it’s all 
about the Coyotes looking to recoup assets. And the sooner they move 
him this year, the more the roster gets depleted which betters their 
chances of winning the Connor Bedard lottery.  

Teams who should be in the mix for Chychrun 

Los Angeles Kings 

The Kings were a contender for the defenseman last year, and that holds 
true this season. Los Angeles addressed their forward group this past 
offseason with the splashy add of Kevin Fiala, But after not changing 
much on defense, they’re still looking to add to the left side of their blue 
line. That’s where a player like Chychrun comes in — a lefty who can 
play his natural side (or shift around if the team needs a rover because of 
injury).  

Right now, the Kings have a quarterback for their top power-play unit in 
Drew Doughty. But he could easily slot onto PP2. And at even strength, 
this is a team that’s just above average offensively and strong enough in 
their own end. More pop from the blue line with the frequent-shooting 
defenseman could be what they need to add to that.  

With their playoff run last season, the Kings are at the start of their 
window between their veterans and young talent. Chychrun fits right in 
between that, as a player who can help them solidify their status as a 
playoff team now and still be in his prime over the next couple of seasons 
ahead. And the Kings have the assets to make a deal happen — the 
question is whether they’d want to deplete them this early into their 
playoff window.  

Edmonton Oilers 

Sticking in the Pacific Division, we move to a team that needs to do 
everything they can to contend now. The Oilers have to maximize these 
next couple of seasons while Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are at 
the tops of their game. That means adjusting the roster around them to 
give the duo as much support as possible. Improving the defense has to 
be a priority to do that.  

Chychrun’s mobility and offensive upside should make him a fit for the 
Oilers, a team that The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun says is working the 
phones, and may have already asked about this player. He can keep up 
with the team’s best, and complement them. On the other hand, maybe 
management doesn’t want a player with similar skills to the likes of Evan 
Bouchard and Tyson Barrie. Maybe they feel getting tougher to play 
against is the right route to go with. But the Coyotes’ defenseman could 
take over on PP1, and help push the pace on what should be a fast-
paced team instead of trying to slow down a team and change their 
strengths.  

The other issue is the cost of acquisition. Edmonton isn’t exactly 
swimming in future assets and hasn’t been super willing to move on from 
those that he has. Then again, teams with flawed rosters have to spend 
to win. There’s other defenders worth considering, maybe cheaper ones 
at that. But leaning into their strengths and making this team as 
dangerous as it gets offensively could help counter some of their 
weaknesses, and that makes Chychrun a fit in Edmonton. 

St. Louis Blues 

Since Alex Pietrangelo’s departure, the Blues have been missing a true 
number-one defenseman. There’s a conversation to have on whether 
Chychrun is that, but maybe having a handful of top- and second-pair 
caliber defenders can make up for that weakness. The Blues could try to 
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make their blue line greater than the sum of their parts by distributing 
strengths more evenly throughout their six.  

The problem is that the Blues don’t look like a contender right now. If 
anything, this team should take a step back and sell pieces to quickly 
turn around this roster. But moving pieces, like Vladimir Tarasenko and 
maybe Ryan O’Reilly (who does want to stick around in St. Louis) should 
bring back future assets. And management could use those to work on 
other areas of weakness — like their blue line.  

Chychrun’s contract situation is what makes him an option even if this 
team steps back from playoff contention this year. That could even give 
the Blues some leverage because they don’t have to make a move at the 
deadline if the right trade doesn’t materialize. So if the Coyotes can’t find 
a buyer, St. Louis could circle back at a later date. That’s the key here: 
Chychrun is only 24 and doesn’t have to go to a bonafide contender. 
Instead, he could be the ideal fit for a team that’s trying to improve their 
chances in the near future, but not this season.  

Ottawa Senators 

Speaking of teams who could add Chychrun to improve their long-term 
chances, there’s the Senators. Ottawa had a busy summer working on 
their forward core, but injuries and a lack of improvements to their blue 
line are what held them back this season. So, that puts the Senators in 
the market for any defensemen that become available. Ottawa’s in a 
different position from many in the playoff hunt. There’s no pressure to 
make a decision right now and it can wait for the offseason. They’re 
completely out on pure rentals, and it doesn’t make sense for them to 
overcommit to an aging defenseman that becomes available via free 
agency this summer. Instead, Ottawa should be looking for a 
defenseman that’s young enough to have their high-end years lineup with 
the team’s eventual playoff window.  

That holds true for the Blue Jackets as well, a team who may lose a 
blueliner or two (like Vladislav Gavrikov) at the deadline. It applies to the 
Sabres as well, although Buffalo may be closer to the playoff hunt than 
Ottawa. All three teams — Ottawa, Columbus, and Buffalo — all have the 
assets to bolster their defense by way of Chychrun. But some, the 
Senators, in particular, have the most pressing needs on defense out of 
this trio.   

Buffalo Sabres  

Speaking of Buffalo, how aggressive does this team get now that things 
are finally turning around for the Sabres? This team has to look at 
players who can help now and in the future, which Chychrun 
accomplishes. But where does he actually fit in the lineup? Mattias 
Samuelsson and Owen Power round out the left side of the top four. 
Would Chychrun slot to the right bump Henri Jokiharju to the third pair? 
And what about the power play? Rasmus Dahlin is the rightful PP1 
quarterback, with Power on the second. Ideally, Chychrun has some time 
on the advantage which then would require knocking a forward off PP2 
and rolling with three forwards. Going for a Timo Meier-like option makes 
a lot more sense for Buffalo, but it wouldn’t be surprising to see them 
assess all of their options, either.  

Florida Panthers  

On the flip side, there are teams who should be invested in contending 
but don’t have the assets for as major of a piece of Chychrun. This is the 
exact kind of player the Panthers should be looking for. At their core, this 
is a team that thrives off up-tempo offense. They got away from that last 
deadline, and that should prove to management that leaning on their 
strengths is the direction to go.  

Losing MacKenzie Weegar has had a major ripple effect on this defense, 
which management has to find a way to address. A team can’t win a 
playoff spot right now, but they can lose it — and Florida’s blue line has 
contributed to their chances sliding. Chychrun has a low enough cap hit 
that Florida should be able to find a way to balance it. But what assets do 
they have to move? The team already filliped their next three first-
rounders, plus only have two out of their next three seconds and thirds. A 

young roster player or prospect, instead, probably has to headline a trade 
since this team is so low on picks. But moving a young roster player runs 
the risk of weakening the team too much elsewhere. 

New York Islanders  

On the Jeff Marek Show earlier this week, Elliotte Friedman linked the 
Islanders to Chychrun. This is an interesting one because the defender 
would be a fit on Long Island to round out the top four around Adam 
Pelech, Ryan Pulock, and righty Noah Dobson.  

Could the Islanders afford this and should they? At a certain point, the 
team has to be realistic about their chances this year. If management 
feels they aren’t bound for the playoffs, or the long run, maybe it’s best 
they start recouping assets by trading the likes of Scott Mayfield and 
Semyon Varlamov who are on expiring contracts. Even Anthony 
Beauvillier could be on the move in management doesn’t think he’s a part 
of the answer long-term (whether it’s to Arizona, or elsewhere). That 
would bring back assets management could flip to add Chychrun, who 
would better this team’s chances down the line. The Islanders need 
offense, and he’d be a source of it from the blue line. So management 
should consider him, but seeing as that’s the weakness they’ve been 
dealing with for some time, it shouldn’t be their top priority, either.  

This team needs a high-end winger first and foremost, and being in the 
Chychrun race can’t preclude them from that. If somehow this team could 
swing both, then by all means. But there’s bigger fish to fry first, and this 
isn’t the most creative front office to make it happen. That’s why it’s worth 
asking whether management will make any productive moves at all, 
before getting into the specifics of Chychrun or a forward.  

Data via Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, AllThreeZones, HockeyStatCards, 
and NaturalStatTrick. This story relies on shot-based metrics; here is a 
primer on these numbers.  
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The Bruins’ unexpected greatness, explained: 7 factors behind a 
surprising run at the NHL record books 

 

Fluto Shinzawa  

 

By every measure, the Bruins are the class of the NHL. 

They are the league’s highest-scoring team (3.81 goals per game). They 
allow the fewest goals (2.02). Their penalty kill (86.8 percent) is best in 
class. They have the No. 2 power play (27.2 percent). They’ve lost just 
one regulation game at home. 

And it’s not only dominance relative to the current field. The numbers are 
becoming historic. 

Their points percentage of .851 is currently the second-best in NHL 
history, behind only the 1929-30 Bruins (.875). They are on pace for 66 
wins, which would break the NHL record by four. 

They’ve also outscored opponents 179-95. If they keep up that rate, they 
will have a goal differential of plus-147 by season’s end, the highest 82-
game pace since the 1978-79 Islanders. 

Had Jim Montgomery pitched any of this during his job interview last 
June, the bosses would have laughed him out of the room. To most 
observers, a playoff spot was what Boston was competing for in 2022-23 
— not a title. Even to the Bruins’ first-year coach, this level of success is 
above expectations. 

“Immensely,” Montgomery said. “I didn’t know players would be so 
receptive to new ideas. That’s not usually the case, especially when 
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they’ve had so much success, like these guys have had. Their attitudes, 
their willingness to be coached is way beyond anything. I thought I would 
have had to explain the why several times. You have to sell what you’re 
doing as a coach — why this will work and why this will improve our 
chances, whether it’s offensively or defensively. 

“I’ve only had to explain the why once. It’s a group that wants to be really 
good. For a coach, that’s all you can ask for.” 

Of course, having a group that wants to be really good isn’t enough. 
There’s something different about what’s going on in Boston. 

How do we explain it? Here are the biggest factors. 

1. Coaching 

The boldness of dismissing Bruce Cassidy, who had led the team to six 
playoff appearances in six seasons, and replacing him with Montgomery 
has awakened the players. The team is playing freer under Montgomery. 
The first-year coach has not been as rigid with his demands for structure 
as Cassidy. As such, players such as Brandon Carlo, who withered at 
times under Cassidy’s critiques, are happier and performing better.  

Brandon Carlo is free to fly after a coaching change. 
https://t.co/YEybR7zgEm 

— Fluto Shinzawa (@FlutoShinzawa) September 15, 2022 

As a tactician, Montgomery’s preference for offensive optimization has 
brought five-on-five offense to life. And the Bruins’ defensive commitment 
has not been compromised. The Bruins have practiced aggressive all-
areas defensive pursuit to pressure opposing puck carriers and trigger 
their transition game. Montgomery and his assistants have emphasized 
angling and stick positioning to keep threats to the perimeter. 

2. Happy returns at center 

The Bruins in the offseason were facing a situation in which they could 
potentially have played 2022-23 without Patrice Bergeron, who was 
considering retirement, or David Krejci, who played in Czechia last 
season. They would have been in trouble had that happened. 

Instead, the pair re-signed at a combined $3.5 million average annual 
value. It is a laughable sum considering how they’ve performed.  

The 37-year-old Bergeron (38 points, fourth-most on the team) is doing 
his usual two-way thing on the No. 1 line. Opponents are averaging 1.84 
expected goals per 60 minutes of five-on-five play against the Bruins with 
Bergeron on the ice, according to Natural Stat Trick. It is the lowest rate 
of any NHL forward with 500-plus five-on-five minutes.  

Krejci, 36, fittingly recorded three assists in his 1,000th game while 
centering an all-Czech line between Pavel Zacha and David Pastrnak. 
He has 12 goals and 39 points in 42 games on the season (third on the 
team). The bang for the buck the Bruins are getting out of the 
experienced pair is unmatched. 

3. Linus Ullmark’s breakthrough 

Before this season, 158 games of NHL data for Ullmark told the story of 
an average goalie. There has been nothing average about the second-
year Bruin this season. The 29-year-old (.938 all-situations save 
percentage, best of any regular goalie) is at the tip of the spear for 
Vezina Trophy consideration. 

Ullmark is not just the product of team success. The All-Star is averaging 
0.939 goals saved above expected per 60 minutes of all-situations play, 
per MoneyPuck. It is the highest mark in the league, signaling how far 
he’s exceeding expectations.  

He is more settled off the ice following a midseason move last year. 
Stylistically, Ullmark has incorporated more movement into his technique 
to put him in better position for follow-up chances. 

4. Hampus Lindholm’s all-around excellence 

One of Cassidy’s regrets after his dismissal was not having the 
opportunity to coach Lindholm from the start of a season. A full training 
camp and incorporation into Montgomery’s system have expressed more 
of Lindholm’s toolbox than he showed upon arriving from Anaheim at last 
year’s trade deadline. 

The left-shot defenseman has done it all this season. He’s averaged a 
team-high 23:35 of playing time per game. He leads team defensemen 
with 31 points, including nine on the power play. At five-on-five, he has a 
68.57 percent goals-for rate, best of any NHL defenseman with 800-plus 
minutes. 

Now Montgomery has two alpha dogs in Lindholm and Charlie McAvoy. 

“You just feel so confident on the bench that nothing bad’s going to 
happen. You’re only wondering what he’s going to make happen,” 
Montgomery said. “Same thing when Charlie’s out there. With the season 
Hampus has had and the load he had to carry when Charlie was out and 
leading our D corps, it’s unfortunate. He should be an All-Star, in my 
opinion.” 

5. Depth at every position 

Pastrnak, No. 2 in goal scoring after Connor McDavid, is playing on the 
second line. Because Bergeron and Krejci returned, Charlie Coyle is 
centering the third line. Taylor Hall, the 2017-18 MVP, is on Coyle’s left 
flank, a spot that suits him well. 

On what team is Taylor Hall a No. 3 left wing? One that’s 19-3-0. 
https://t.co/XDwYZLOo7J 

— Fluto Shinzawa (@FlutoShinzawa) November 30, 2022 

On defense, Lindholm and McAvoy are both No. 1 defensemen. Matt 
Grzelcyk, once the point man on the No. 1 power-play unit, is primarily an 
even-strength player. 

In goal, Jeremy Swayman is back in peak form. He has a .938 save 
percentage over his last eight starts. The Bruins have two aces. 

6. Maximizing cap value 

That the Bruins are cap-compliant points to general manager Don 
Sweeney’s team-building magic. It’s not just that Sweeney utilized $4.5 
million in performance bonuses (which projects to be applied to next 
season’s cap as overage penalties) to bring Bergeron and Krejci closer to 
numbers within reason. The GM locked in his stars with contracts that 
define the term team-friendly. 

Consider, according to colleagues Shayna Goldman and Dom 
Luszczyszyn, the market value of the following players: Pastrnak ($15.1 
million), Lindholm ($14 million), McAvoy ($13.5 million), Marchand ($13.4 
million), Bergeron ($11.6 million), Jake DeBrusk ($10.4 million), Ullmark 
($9.3 million) and Matt Grzelcyk ($9 million). 

The eight players would earn a cap-busting $96.3 million. In reality, their 
total combined average annual value is $43,979,167, or less than half 
their market value. 

7. No issues with early injuries 

The Bruins started the season without Grzelcyk (shoulder), Marchand 
(hips) and McAvoy (shoulder). All three are among the best at their 
respective job descriptions. Jakub Zboril, Jakub Lauko and Mike Reilly 
were some of the trickledown fill-ins asked to perform. 

The Bruins went 3-1-0 without Grzelcyk. They were 7-1-0 by the time 
Marchand made his season debut on Oct. 27. By the time McAvoy 
returned on Nov. 10, they were 11-2-0. All three came back earlier than 
expected. 

“We feel like we’re doing something special,” said forward Nick Foligno. “I 
know you guys have heard that talked about a lot. But we really feel that. 
There’s a lot of storylines, things going on here. This is a really fun group. 
We care deeply about each other. 
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“We want to make this a special year.” 

They’re well on their way to achieving just that. 

Best NHL regular seasons 

By points percentage: 

By goal differential (82-game pace): 
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CHL Top Prospects Game, BioSteel All-American Game standouts and 
disappointments 

 

Scott Wheeler  

 

LANGLEY, B.C.—Two of the marquee events on the 2023 NHL Draft 
calendar took place in the last two weeks, with the BioSteel All-American 
Game played in Plymouth, Mich., last week, and the CHL/NHL Top 
Prospects Game taking place in Langley, B.C., on Wednesday night. 

I travelled to both games, which mark the midseason point and serve as 
important measuring sticks for the top prospects in this year’s draft class. 

Here are some standouts, disappointments, observations and stray 
notes. 

CHL/NHL Top Prospects Game 

Team Red 

Zach Benson – Connor Bedard – Coulson Pitre 

Denver Barkey – Riley Heidt – Connor Levis 

Nico Myatovic – Mathieu Cataford – Gracyn Sawchyn 

Nick Lardis – Carey Terrance – Alex Pharand 

Etienne Morin – Cam Allen 

Luca Cagnoni – Beau Akey 

Jordan Tourigny – Matteo Mann 

Carson Bjarnason (16/17) 

Charlie Robertson (11/14) 

Standouts 

F Zach Benson: Benson’s one of my favourites in this class and a kid I’ve 
watched a ton of with the Ice, so it can be hard to find new takeaways on 
players like that, but I was impressed by his agility in and out of 
breaks/cuts. His skating is a real asset for him and particularly impressive 
through his edges and crossovers (though he can get going the length of 
the ice too). He worked a couple of give-and-gos with Bedard, made a 
couple of nice cross-ice plays and executed several slot passes. He 
works so hard to stay on it and then move to get open when he doesn’t, 
too. I thought he was Red’s most noticeable player offensively throughout 
so it was nice to see him get rewarded for it with a goal from the slot in 
the final minute. Top 10 lock and top-five consideration for me. He’s a 
tremendous player. 

F Nick Lardis: I was really impressed by Lardis. It can’t be easy getting 
traded from a contending team in a move to upgrade the team that 
drafted you, but he has looked like a completely different player since 
going from Peterborough to Hamilton and he was impressive in the 
practice/testing setting this week. His carries, in particularly, look really 
smooth. The puck sticks to him when he’s flowing up ice. I wasn’t the 
least bit surprised, after watching him breeze through the on-ice testing, 

when he led the overall results (sometimes your eyes can match the 
data!). He displayed some soft touch in the game too and set up 
Benson’s late goal with a nice play from below the goal line. He’ll be a 
mid-round pick because of his speed. There will be multiple teams eager 
to work with him. 

F Gracyn Sawchyn: Sawchyn’s great hands (they’re very quick) really 
flashed throughout. Inside the offensive zone, he was dancing. He 
worked some of Team White’s defenders one-on-one in transition as 
well, and was noticeable in traffic to hold and delay until looks or seams 
open up. He’s a light 5-foot-11 and 157 pounds, but defenders have a 
tough time getting hands on him. A probable second-round pick. 

F Riley Heidt: Made a couple of plays through seams. Physical and 
involved throughout. Picked up a secondary assist on Benson’s goal. 
Nearly scored on a Michigan attempt that was narrowly stopped by Scott 
Ratzlaff (who played well). Named player of the game for Red and was 
plus-one with five shots on goal. He was around it, as he usually is. Mid-
to-late first rounder for most. Closer to the former for me, I think. 

A note on Connor Bedard 

Team Red did this one drill in their practice on Tuesday where they 
stationed a player on the red of each offensive zone face-off circle and 
then had two units play around them and through them. Bedard scored 
one absolutely filthy goal that was plastered from the right-wing circle to 
the left-wing corner bar standing still that prompted audible gasps from 
his teammates. That was all you needed to see for the rest of the week. 

The game itself was a bit of a weird one for him, and only the third time 
this season that he has been held off the scoresheet (the other two were 
in Regina’s season opener and the gold medal game at the world 
juniors). 

He was a little quiet in the first and third but had a couple of looks in each 
(naturally) and plenty of opportunities in the second. He set the tone with 
some big hits throughout. But he was also visibly frustrated as the game 
wore on and took an undisciplined penalty on a high cross-check after 
Team White sealed it into the empty net. He finished minus-2 on six 
shots on goal. 

Team White 

Colby Barlow – Brayden Yager – Koehn Ziemmer 

Luca Pinelli – Nate Danielson – Ethan Gauthier 

Carson Rehkopf – Calum Ritchie – Kalan Lind 

Ethan Miedema – Jaden Lipinski – Tyler Peddle 

Oliver Bonk – Lukas Dragicevic 

Tanner Molendyk – Hunter Brzustewicz 

Caden Price – Dylan MacKinnon 

Scott Ratzlaff (23/24) 

Jackson Unger (22/23) 

Standouts 

F Luca Pinelli: Had one of the best shifts of the game, where I counted 
three shots on goal without the puck leaving the offensive zone and a 
couple of retrievals to get it back as well as a couple moments of 
deception. Got rewarded after a few other shifts like that when he popped 
loose and scored from the slot on a nice catch-and-release. He hustles, 
he’s got good skill, there’s some delaying and deception to his game, and 
he can load up his shot. Great showing. A firm second-rounder for me. 

F Carson Rehkopf: Rehkopf fought to stay in the second-round 
conversation with a strong performance. He was noticeable one-on-one, 
scored a beautiful goal breezing through the middle and driving into a 
quick backhand-to-forehand release. He set up the empty netter. Pinelli 
probably would have been my player of the game for White, but Rehkopf 
was a deserving recipient. 
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Disappointments 

F Colby Barlow: Team White captain in a win, so it’s hard to be too upset. 
Powerful in straight lines when he gets going (progress made there after 
it was an issue early in his career). Not sure I saw him take a shot in 
practice he didn’t score on. Looks like a man compared to everyone else 
at this level, which can lead to questions about runway and growth, but 
he’s also just ahead of where most others are in some important areas, 
which helps. But after scoring early in the game on his own rebound off 
of a redirect, I thought he wasn’t particularly noticeable/impactful the rest 
of the way. For a player who’d started to get some top-10 buzz coming 
in, I was looking for more, honestly. 

CHL/NHL Top Prospects Game testing results: 

30M forward skate⁰1 – Dylan MacKinnon — 4.082 seconds⁰2 – Colby 
Barlow — 4.150 seconds⁰3 – Alex Pharand — 4.153 seconds⁰4 – Caden 
Price — 4.157 seconds⁰5 – Cam Allen — 4.180 seconds 

— Scott Wheeler (@scottcwheeler) January 25, 2023 

Will Smith. (Rena Laverty / U.S. NTDP) 

BioSteel All-American Game 

Team Blue 

Gabe Perreault – Will Smith – Ryan Leonard 

Ethan Whitcomb – Brandon Svoboda – William Whitelaw 

Sam Harris – Tanner Ludtke – Will McDonough 

Carter Slaggert – Alex Weiermaier – Salvatore Guzzo 

Zach Shulz – Aram Minnetian 

Michael Hagens – Nathan Tobey 

Zack Sharp – Eric Pohlkamp 

Lucas St. Louis – Seth Constance 

Trey Augustine (5/6) 

Carsen Musser (7/7) 

Michael Chambre (18/20) 

Standouts 

F Will Smith: Smith was credited with two goals and one assist, and was 
named the game’s MVP, and … I’m absolutely certain he had a second 
assist he didn’t get credited with on a nice lateral pass. Early on, I 
actually thought he might be a little off and then … he just turned it on. 
He is just so, so slippery in possession. He’s a treat to watch with the 
puck. Right there with Benson after the big four names in this draft for me 
and I don’t anticipate moving off of that between now and the draft. 

F Sam Harris: Scored. Noticeable throughout. But you’d hope so out of a 
2003 in a game of 2005s. He has been Sioux Falls’ best forward this year 
and is getting peripheral NHL Draft consideration as an overager before 
heading off to Denver. Strong worker type with B skill. 

F Gabe Perreault: Hands are so fast. Some of the quickest in the draft. 
Created some really good looks for himself with them. So much creativity 
that he finds his way out of trouble he shouldn’t find his way out of. Didn’t 
end up on the scoresheet but in a game that seemed to lack skill his was 
on display. 

D Aram Minnetian: Used his feet to attack. Shakes across the line so 
well. Has really started to figure out the when and where to use all of his 
mobility as the season has progressed. Solidifying himself as a second 
rounder for me. 

Disappointments 

F William Whitelaw: Not the factor he needed to be in his ongoing efforts 
to stake his claim as a top two rounds guy. He worked a couple of give-

and-goes with linemate Brandon Svoboda, but Svoboda was more 
impressive. He’s a good player and prospect but there’s nothing about 
his game that really grabs me. 

Team White 

Danny Nelson – Oliver Moore – Austin Bernevik 

Michael Emerson – Cole Knuble – Tanner Adams 

Will Vote – Ryan Fine – Beckett Hendrickson 

Jack Harvey – Garrett Schifsky – Nick Vantassell 

Drew Fortescue – Kai Janviriya 

Andrew Strathmann – Chris Able 

Joe Palodichuk – Zeev Buium 

Brady Cleveland – Aaron Pionk 

Jacob Fowler (12/13) 

Jack Spicer (11/14) 

Standouts 

F Oliver Moore: With the NTDP’s top line playing opposite him on Team 
Blue, the game was an opportunity for Moore to be the guy for Team 
Blue and really own the moment and that’s exactly what he did. He 
scored the opening goal getting open in the slot and leaning into that 
hard catch-and-release wrister of his to rip it off the post and in. He has 
such presence at this level, with a unique ability to impose his will on the 
game. Surprisingly soft touch, given how bullish he is. Really noticeable. 
Strong playing through stick-checks and bumps. White’s best player in a 
losing effort. So much to like. He’s going to be picked high (maybe even 
top 10). 

F Michael Emerson: Made a number of plays. Plays a direct game. Has 
size. Plays quick. He’s an overager but he has really come into his own 
with the Steel this year and deserves consideration for the draft or a 
watchful eye at minimum. 

F Jack Harvey: Good hands off the wall. Had some looks. Created some 
looks for others. Clearly one of the more talented non-NTDP kids in the 
game. Also an overager but he’s no secret because of where he plays 
(also the Steel). Strong for his size (5-foot-10) too. He might be a 
worthwhile late-round consideration. 

F Nick Vantassell: Big. Has some talent. Skating might be prohibitive. 
Goal and an assist. Probably a no for me, but he did catch my eye. 

D Zeev Buium: Buium, who isn’t even eligible until 2024, might have 
been the biggest standout on defence for either team. Shook pressure 
well. Skated with and without the puck to activate off the point/rush. 
Scored on a nice give-and-go. There were questions coming in about 
whether he’d even play in the game and then he was great. 
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NHL All-Star Weekend: Schedule, date, how to watch, format and events 
in skills competition 

 

Lukas Weese  

 

The 2023 NHL All-Star Weekend is almost here. Many of the best 
players in the league will flock to the Sunshine State to showcase their 
skills and score a bunch of goals in one of the game’s marquee events. 
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The All-Star Game is one of the oldest traditions in the NHL, with the first 
edition taking place on Oct. 13, 1947. Almost 76 years later, All-Star 
Weekend has grown in size and spectacle, with its format evolving in an 
attempt to improve the product for the fans. 

Over two days, the players — all 32 teams will have at least one 
representative at All-Star Weekend — compete in various skills 
competitions before the final event, the All-Star Game tournament 
featuring a team from each of the league’s four divisions. 

Below is more information on the schedule, date, time, format and where 
you can watch the 2023 NHL All-Star Weekend. 

When and where is the NHL All-Star Weekend taking place? 

The festivities take place in Sunrise, Fla., at FLA Live Arena from Feb. 3 
to 4. 

Where can I watch the NHL All-Star Weekend? 

In the United States, the events will be shown on ABC, ESPN and 
streamed on ESPN+. In Canada, it’s available on Sportsnet in English, 
TVA Sports in French and can be streamed on Sportsnet Now. 

What is the schedule for All-Star Weekend? 

The skills competition takes place on Friday, Feb. 3 from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. ET. The All-Star Game tournament will run on Saturday, Feb. 4 from 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. ET. 

What is the format for the All-Star Game? 

The four divisions — Atlantic, Metropolitan, Central and Pacific — 
compete in a single-elimination tournament. There are two semifinal 
games, with the winner of each game advancing to the final. The winner 
of the final is crowned the All-Star Game champion and is awarded a $1 
million prize. Every game in the tournament is three-on-three, consisting 
of two 10-minute periods. 

Why is the game now 3-on-3? 

From 1969 to 2009, the two conferences — East and West — played a 
full three-period, 60-minute game. From 2011 to 2015, a player captain 
representing each conference participated in a fantasy draft to create 
their respective team. The last iteration in 2015 saw Team Toews defeat 
Team Foligno 17-12. 

The NHL/NHLPA implemented a three-on-three format for regular 
season overtime games during the 2015-16 season. This preceded the 
All-Star Game format changing to three-on-three. 

Compared to its predecessor — a four-on-four format in overtime — 
three-on-three has a greater chance for games to end prior to a shootout. 
Fewer players and more open ice is a recipe for more goals. 

This format makes sense for the All-Star Game, allowing the league to 
highlight its best players and entertain the fans. Goals are exciting and by 
using the three-on-three format, fans will see plenty of end-to-end action. 

“We are introducing a creative new format this year in Nashville not only 
as a way to enhance the competitiveness of the event, but also as a 
vehicle to highlight and emphasize the incredible skill, speed and 
athleticism it takes to play our game,” said NHL deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly in 2016, when the Nashville edition of the All-Star Game was the 
first to feature three-on-three. 

What events are in the NHL skills competition? 

Always a fan favorite, the skills competition takes place on Friday, Feb. 3 
at 7 p.m. ET at Sunrise’s FLA Live Arena. On top of the classic events — 
hardest shot, fastest skater, accuracy shooting and breakaway challenge 
— the league will introduce three new events in an attempt to showcase 
the players’ talent. 

Splash shot: Eight shooters (two from each team) will head to the beach 
in Fort Lauderdale, trying to hit targets in an attempt to dunk their 
opponent. 

Pitch ‘n puck: A combination of golf and hockey, six players will compete 
on a par-4 hole with an island green. While the lowest score wins, 
players will be hoping to hit the longest drive, which is the tiebreaker for 
this event. 

Tendy tandem: The third new competition is the only one held indoors. In 
this event, goalies will work as partners while showcasing their shooting 
skills. The better the goalie’s partner does shooting the puck, the fewer 
attackers they will have to face in the shooting round. 

Additionally, Team USA stars Alex Carpenter and Hilary Knight, along 
with Team Canada’s Emily Clark, Rebecca Johnston and Sarah Nurse, 
will be “joining in the fun” for the All-Star Skills. Also joining the skills 
competition will be Hall of Fame goalie and current executive with the 
Panthers, Roberto Luongo. 

All-Star Weekend highlights from 2022 

Claude Giroux with the filthy finish as he and the Metropolitan Division 
win the 2022 NHL All-Star Game over the Central Division. 

  @Sportsnetpic.twitter.com/o4R9axXFox 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 5, 2022 

Kirill Kaprizov paying homage to @ovi8 at the #NHLAllStar Skills 
Competition   

  @NHL pic.twitter.com/tZq1LWCrII 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 5, 2022 

If you can dodge a wrench, you can dodge a ball (while skating on ice). 

Peter LaFleur aka Trevor Zegras #NHLAllStar 

  @hayyyshayyy pic.twitter.com/6FsVFxWukc 

— The Athletic (@TheAthletic) February 5, 2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tocchet underwhelmed by ‘soft’ play as Canucks suffer 
humbling loss to Kraken 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

SEATTLE — On Tuesday, he was praising his team and urging them to 
“embrace the hardness.” On Wednesday, he called them soft. 

Welcome to the Vancouver Canucks, Rick Tocchet. 

Players seemed to be testing the new coach’s desire for the job in his 
second game, offering little resistance in a humiliating 6-1 loss to the 
Seattle Kraken, 24 hours after the Canucks did almost everything 
Tocchet wanted in a 5-2 win against the Chicago Blackhawks. 

We get it, the Kraken aren’t the Blackhawks. But the Canucks weren’t 
close to the same team Wednesday that they were Tuesday. 

It wasn’t just that the Kraken looked like a speedboat to the Canucks’ 
barrel, blowing them out of the frozen water with their speed, transition 
game and puck pressure. 

It was that Vancouver didn’t compete. OK, the Canucks can’t skate with 
the Kraken. The only way the Canucks might keep up is to play fast. It’s 
possible; the Tampa Bay Lightning aren’t a fast team but they’ve been to 
the last three Stanley Cup Finals and have won two of them. 

But this requires predictability and consistency — traits that are alien to 
the Canucks. To play fast, a team needs all five skaters in the right place 
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at the right time, deliberately and quickly moving the puck, confident that 
everyone is aligned. 

The Canucks are like the start of the Hunger Games, desperate, terrified, 
scattered, bolting in different directions. And they’re slow. 

But how about winning a puck battle? How about trying to play 
northward, even if it just sending the puck to a safer place? 

This is what the Canucks failed utterly to do against the Kraken, the 
second-year franchise that is now 20 points clear of their Interstate-5 
rivals and light years ahead of a Vancouver team that has no sense of 
identity. 

“You hate to call your team soft, but it was soft tonight,” Tocchet, who 
was never soft as a player, told reporters. “We didn't participate on the 
wall battles. We didn't get a rim out. We didn't play predictable. Like, old 
habits came. We're just talking to the coaching staff and, man, I wish I 
had about 10 practices. I really do, because it shows tonight that we've 
got a lot of work to do.” 

Tocchet and his rebuilt staff have had one practice since Bruce Boudreau 
was fired as head coach on Sunday, handing off a defensively-inept, 
27th-place team behind. 

Thursday is a scheduled day-off, and then the Canucks play at home 
Friday against the Columbus Blue Jackets before an eight-day extended 
break for the National Hockey League All-Star Game. 

Tocchet’s next practice will be Sunday, Feb. 5 in New Jersey — after an 
all-day flight across the continent. The Canucks’ schedule restarts that 
Monday against the Devils, who are an eastern version of the Kraken, 
only better. 

“It's hard for them to stay in good habits with the frustration — I don't like 
to say it — the anxiety,” Tocchet said of his players. “I don't know what to 
say. I really don't. The gameplan is there and it's hard to continue to do it. 
Sometimes when you play a good team like that, it's OK to live for 
another shift. Just advance the puck. You don't always have to make a 
home run play. And we're trying to make home run play after home run 
play, and then it's two, three, four-nothing, and then the game is over.” 

The Kraken led 2-0 after 10 minutes and 4-0 after 28. By the middle of 
the second period, shots were 25-10 for Seattle, and scoring chances 
were 17-2, according to naturalstattrick.com. 

“We can't come out like that,” Canuck Elias Pettersson said. “From the 
first drop of the puck, they were hungrier than us.” 

After surrendering only 14 shots against the dismal Blackhawks, the 
Canucks gave up 14 to the Kraken in the first 14 minutes. 

“We need to understand that if your legs aren't feeling great and the other 
team is pouring it on, what can we do to kind of weather that storm?” 
Curtis Lazar, who shot off teammate Conor Garland for the Canucks’ 
only goal, explained. “We weren't able to do that; our mistakes seemed to 
compound. I mean, that's kind of been the story all season: We don't 
really know how to manage the game and how to turn the tides. 

“There's going to be growing pains and whatnot, but when it comes down 
to it, you've got to compete, you've got to battle. They out-battled us all 
over the ice, too, and it's hard to get pucks back when that's the case. It's 
hard work, but to be that high-caliber team, you've got to bring it every 
night and kind of find a way to be effective, even if you don't have your 
legs.” 

Asked for his overriding takeaway from the first two games, Tocchet said: 
“Listen, you know, we all know there's some holes we've got to fill. We've 
got to get that leadership group stronger, a more resilient team, 
obviously. I'm not making excuses, but maybe the anxiety caught up to 
them. Everybody looked tired, everybody couldn't handle the puck. 
Usually, some games, you have three or four guys that don't look good. 
There was a couple of guys actually really trying out there but the rest of 
the guys were really struggling tonight.” 

So was the power play. 

Another 0-for-5 night has the Canucks on a 0-for-16 nosedive with the 
man-advantage the last four games. But this trend isn’t new, just 
extreme. Since Dec. 7, the Canuck power play is 30th, third-worst in the 
NHL, at 14.1 per cent. 

“That's on me,” power-play lynchpin J.T. Miller said. “I'm not really a 
threat right now. We're just not finding a way to contribute like we should 
be. I know that we take a lot of pride in the powerplay and creating a lot 
of momentum. Some days we get some looks but there's got to be times 
where we wanted it a little bit more.” 

Tocchet said he kept his struggling first-unit intact for three late power 
plays because he wanted to see how the players would react. Had he 
been coaching the team longer, Tocchet said he would have used others. 

Miller’s 16:50 of time on ice included 6:06 of power-play time. His 10 
even-strength minutes were 11th among 12 Vancouver forwards. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Timothy Liljegren emerging as indispensable piece of 
Maple Leafs' defence 

 

Luke Fox  

 

TORONTO – Some of us probably owe Timothy Liljegren an apology, 
don’t we? 

There are the card-carrying members of Leaf Nation who wished an 
unproven Liljegren, instead of an unproven Sean Durzi, had been 
included in Toronto’s futures trade to Los Angeles in 2019 for Jake 
Muzzin. 

There are those cynics who thought the defenceman had been handed 
extra rope on the basis that (a) he was a first-round pick, and they always 
get the benefit of the doubt; and (b) he was a right shot in a system 
desperate for blueliners comfortable playing that side. 

And there are plenty of pundits (present company included) who have 
extolled the high ceiling of Liljegren’s close friend and teammate, 
comparable and countryman Rasmus Sandin, while discussing Liljegren 
as a half-step behind in the Hope Rankings. 

(Sandin’s own 2022 contract pitch that he was worthy of something more 
substantial that the Liljegren deal only fueled that line of thinking.) 

Quietly, steadily, in 2022-23 we are witnessing the rise of Liljegren. 

All those small developmental steps are accumulating into a giant leap 
for the Lily Pad. 

In truth, the soft-spoken Swede’s emergence began in the latter half of 
2021-22, when savvy veteran and newcomer Mark Giordano pinpointed 
Liljegren as the under-the-radar Maple Leaf he had been most impressed 
by since being traded east.  

And when Liljegren, not Sandin, was trusted to participate in last spring’s 
critical playoff series versus Tampa. 

Sure, Liljegren has long held hipster fan cache. Sporting the same beard 
as 90 per cent of guys who only drink limited-edition double IPA 
microbrews helps. So do the underlying possession metrics. 

But big, in-your-face statement games — like the one Liljegren enjoyed 
Wednesday, driving a 3-2 overtime victory at home over an engaged 
New York Rangers squad — were scarce. 
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Despite Pontus Hölmberg’s scoring on the first shot of the night, a wicked 
breakaway backhander, the Rangers dug in and responded with two 
highlight-worthy Filip Chytil goals to seize a 2-1 lead. 

With Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe encouraging randomness, shot volume 
and traffic to harass a dialed-in Igor Shesterkin, Liljegren pinched.  

The defenceman drove down the back side late and beat his check 
inside the slot, putting himself in position to whack home a rebound 
resulting from a William Nylander shot and a nifty John Tavares tip. 

The game-tying scoring play was dirty and urgent. And it was one 
Liljegren himself admitted he likely wouldn’t have the confidence to 
convert a couple years ago. 

“Felt good,” Liljegren smiled post-game. “I think I feel a little more 
comfortable going down (to the opponent’s net) and stuff like that now. 
Especially that time. We're down one goal and need a goal, so try get 
some more offence.” 

Observed Nylander: “He’s been very steady in the D-zone and obviously 
making great plays with the puck in the offensive zone, and jumping into 
areas like he did tonight, and getting a big one for us.” 

Added Keefe: “Great read by him.” 

So trusted is Liljegren that Keefe threw him right back out in 3-on-3 
overtime, where he assisted on Mitch Marner’s slithering game-winner. 

And with his plus-2 night, Liljegren now leads all Maple Leafs with a plus-
22 rating on the season. The next-best Toronto defender in the category 
is Giordano at plus-17. 

As injuries have mounted and the player has responded to increased 
responsibility, Keefe’s faith in Liljegren continues to swell. 

Liljegren has averaged 16:31 a night through his career, but with 21:55 
worth of work Wednesday, he eclipsed the 20-minute mark for the sixth 
time in his past seven outings. 

Keefe has been working with the 23-year-old since their Marlies days.  

The coach allowed a moment of reflection on Liljegren’s patient journey 
to becoming an NHL lineup fixture, noting how it wasn’t until the 
defenceman’s third AHL campaign when “you could really see it 
blossoming,” when his natural offence and not-so-natural defensive 
details both began to click. 

“But it took time, time for it to come, for sure. And he stuck with it,” Keefe 
said. “You don't get in those positions oftentimes if you can’t defend.” 

On Wednesday, Nylander handed Liljegren the Maple Leafs’ player-of-
the-game belt. 

“I never got it before, so I didn’t really know what to say,” Liljegren 
smiled. “But, yeah, feels good.”  

So, what did the man of few words muster? 

“Good comeback win.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Leafs prospect-slash-saviour Matthew Knies has been nominated for 
the Hobey Baker Memorial Award, given to the NCAA’s top player.  

Last season Knies scored 15 and 33 points in 33 games. This season, 
the 20-year-old has 15 goals and 27 points through 26 games for the 
University of Minnesota Gophers. 

• Filip Chytil’s faceoff snipe was a thing of surprise and beauty. 

“I gotta give it to him. Pretty nice play, catching everybody off guard like 
that. I mean, I haven't seen that in a long time,” Nylander said. 

Added Marner: “It’s a smart move. Obviously, it works.” 

Reminiscent of Mario Lemieux pulling the same shenanigans. 

• Most blocked shots, NHL forwards: 

1. Auston Matthews – 63 

2. Nick Bonino – 62 

3. Anze Kopitar – 56 

4. Garnet Hathaway – 54 

5. Elias Pettersson - 50 

• Justin Holl understands he may never be the fourth man in the rush 
whenever Morgan Rielly is his partner: “I’ve kinda just decided it’s my job 
to stay back now.” 

• Ilya Samsonov is an incredible 14-0-1 at Scotiabank Arena. Best home 
goalie in the league. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers take foot off gas pedal vs. lowly Blue Jackets, win 
streak ends with OT loss 

 

Mark Spector  

 

EDMONTON — A house of nearly 17,000 showed up for Guaranteed 
Win Night against the Columbus Blue Jackets, as bad a team as there is 
in the National Hockey League.  

The problem was, it appeared the Edmonton Oilers arrived with the same 
guarantee in mind.  

In the end, you can debate whether it was a point gained or a point lost 
for Edmonton, after Kent Johnson’s overtime snipe gave Columbus a 3-2 
victory. Amazingly, in his last game at Rogers Place, Johnson was 
scoring the Golden Goal for Team Canada at the World Juniors.  

“Chances that we didn't capitalize on. A couple of soft turnovers,” said 
Leon Draisaitl, when asked what went wrong. “Not as sharp as we have 
been in the last couple of weeks. So you take the point, but obviously we 
dropped one.”  

It’s amazing that a team can win six straight with solid, direct hockey 
featuring a work ethic that carried them over Vegas, Seattle and Tampa, 
among others. Then the Blue Jackets come to town and all of those 
elements go missing.  

Edmonton offered up a game full of 45-foot hope passes, poor defensive 
decisions, brutal puck management by the blue-liners, and very average 
work by a Top 6 that had been mighty good since Christmas.  

“They played back a little bit and kind of challenged us to try and play 
through them. Maybe we got a bit stubborn at times and didn’t dump it in 
and go get it or put it in good spots to get it back,” said defenceman 
Tyson Barrie. “Give them credit. Their goalie played well and they played 
a hard game and made it hard on us and stuck around.”  

Did the Oilers take Columbus lightly? In hockey parlance, that’s a fairly 
weighty insult.  

What we’ll say is, they didn’t take Columbus seriously enough to realize 
that a soft, skilled, east-west game wasn’t going to get the job done. 
Edmonton didn’t respect the Jackets enough to dig down for it’s ‘A’ game 
until it was too late, and blew a 2-1 third-period lead against a team that 
has only won four games on the road all season long.  

“I think we maybe overcomplicated things a little bit,” allowed Derek Ryan 
who scored his seventh of the season. “We are better when we are 
keeping it simple and getting in on the forecheck. If we are getting it in 
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and getting the puck back and then hemming teams in the O-zone, then 
that’s where we want to be.”  

Edmonton definitely was not that team on this night. Stuart Skinner gave 
them every chance to win, allowing only two goals in regulation, but his 
skaters just didn’t have three snipes in them on a slumberous evening at 
Rogers Place.  

Jesse Puljujarvi was Edmonton's best forward for stretches of this game. 
Yet in the end his score line read 11:00 of ice time, five shots on goal and 
a couple of Grade A chances. But neither a goal nor an assist to show for 
his efforts.  

Connor McDavid logged a powerplay assist, and now has a point in 28 of 
his last 29 games. But not even the best player on earth was operating 
on all cylinders in this one, a classic egg-layer at the end of an 
impressive, season-high six-game heater.  

“I saw a lot of bobbled pucks, stick-to-skate passing. Not as crisp as we 
had been,” assessed head coach Jay Woodcroft, who lamented the 
turnover count — 27 for his team against 10 for the Jackets. “But we had 
a 2-1 lead going into the third period against a team that was competing 
very hard against us.  

“In the end we made a mistake, got rolled out of a corner and beat to the 
net and ended up with only one point instead of two.”  

In the end, it was a night of mistakes, by a team that did not resemble the 
one we’ve watched since the Christmas break.  

Still, the Oilers got a point and are 6-0-1 in their last seven, and 9-3-1 
since Christmas. Beat Chicago on Saturday and they’ll enter their All-Star 
break on a tidy run and ready to challenge for the Pacific Division title 
upon their return to play.  

Lose it?  

Well, we’re not going to go there… 
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TSN.CA / Leafs expect boost from return of the Matthews-Marner magic 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner took their chemistry to the next level 
last season. Now, they're together again on Toronto's top line.  

"It's pretty obvious they feed off each other," said veteran defenceman 
Mark Giordano. "They haven't played on a line lately, but you see it on 
the power play still." 

"They enjoy playing with one another," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. 
"In practice, they enjoy working on new things and trying to build that 
chemistry a little bit. They continue to work at it, continue to get better. It's 
always fun to be out there with them."  

After an ugly first period on Monday night, Sheldon Keefe reunited 
Matthews and Marner at the start of the second period against the New 
York Islanders.   

"That really sparked our team," the coach said. "The way those two 
started to move the puck around just brought the game to life. That's the 
type of impact they can have on our team in terms of really giving a boost 
and energizing the group." 

Keefe didn't plan on keeping Matthews and Marner on different lines for 
so long. He split up the dynamic duo on Nov. 12. Marner paired up with 

John Tavares while Matthews skated beside William Nylander as the 
Leafs went on a 22-6-5 run.  

"Here, of late, things have not gone as well for both groups," Keefe said. 
"Individual players have maybe had some moments of greatness but, to 
me, the groups haven't gone as well. When you make a switch and both 
groups really hit, I think it's natural to just stay with it."  

Nylander had two goals and two assists in the second period on Monday. 
Tavares had a goal and an assist.  

Matthews picked up a goal in the third period, but Marner saw his 20-
game home point streak come to an end.   

"There's always room to grow for sure," Keefe said of the top-line 
connection. "You just look for those guys to continue to play well 
individually with their own game and their own pace and their own habits, 
and then the chemistry and being able to find each other on offence, that 
should come together over time."  

"They push one another to a certain degree," Rielly noted. "They're both 
guys that want to be in that conversation with the best players in the 
world and they deserve to be and they're going to continue to push for 
that. Having each other is great for both them." 

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

'Brought the game to life': Leafs expect boost from Matthews-Marner 
magic 

Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews enjoyed success much of last 
season on a line together, which helped lead to an MVP for the latter. 
Aside from the power play, the duo hadn't played much together this 
season, but will start together tonight against the Rangers, which has 
their teammates smiling. 

--- 

The Rangers beat the Leafs 3-1 on Dec. 15 at Madison Square Garden 
in the first meeting between the teams this season.  

"Just got to score more than one goal," Keefe said. "We played a good 
hockey game when we were down there. Looking back at it, we did a lot 
of good things in that game, we just didn't score enough."  

Marner’s franchise record point streak of 23 games ended that night in 
New York. Igor Shesterkin stopped 22 of 23 shots to get the win. He is 4-
0-1 with a .935 save percentage against the Leafs.  

"You know he's always got your back," said Rangers defenceman 
K'Andre Miller. "The guy is flopping around the net making unreal save 
after unreal save. His second-chance effort is [second] to none in the 
league. He really puts that 'No Quit in New York' [slogan] on his back and 
represents it well." 

--- 

Ilya Samsonov is 3-0-1 with a .947 save percentage since replacing Matt 
Murray in the second period of the Jan. 17 game against the Florida 
Panthers.  

"When he's feeling it, he's reading the play so well," said Giordano. "You 
can just see it. It's not just straight shots. It's deflections, tips and seam 
plays, he's there before the puck gets there. You saw last game, he 
reads the play so well he got an assist because of it." 

Samsonov will make a fourth straight start on Wednesday.  

"You can see that confidence and, in a position that's that important, 
when they have that confidence the whole team feeds off it," Giordano 
said. 

Goalie coach Curtis Sanford told Keefe that Samsonov’s process is the 
best it's been all year.  

"He's showing me clips [and] the puck doesn't even get to the net, but if it 
got to the net, he's in perfect position and his depth is right and he's 
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tracking the puck well," said Keefe. "He's ready and he's focused. It fuels 
the big saves [when] your process is right. If the puck's not coming, or 
maybe you're not getting a lot of shots or getting a lot of chances but your 
process is really focused and very sharp, when the chance comes, you'll 
take care of it and make it look easy. That's what we've seen from him as 
he's gotten in a rhythm here and that's, of course, encouraged us to keep 
him going." 

Samsonov is 1-3-1 with an .861 save percentage against the Rangers.  

Mika Zibanejad has seven goals in five games against Samsonov. What 
stands out about the Swedish sniper?  

"Good shot, long hair," said deadpan defenceman Timothy Liljegren. 
"Their top line there has some good chemistry as well. Kind of the same 
thing [as Matthews and Marner], Artemi Panarin a good passer, 
Zibanejad a really good shot, so have to stay on top of them." 
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'He's reading the play so well': Samsonov's streak energizes Leafs 

3-0-1 in his last four starts, Ilya Samsonov will be getting the start 
between the pipes for the Maple Leafs tonight. Samsonov's teammates 
say that they have been confident in the play of both he, and Matt 
Murray, but have noticed Samsonov's confidence increase as of late. 

--- 

Samsonov, Giordano, fourth-line centre Pontus Holmberg and rookie 
winger Bobby McMann are the only regulars who took the ice on 
Wednesday morning.  

"Morning skates like this you really want to put it on them in terms of what 
they need to have themselves ready," said Keefe. "We use the term a lot 
that the morning skate is optional and the game is mandatory." 

"For me, it's like part of a warm-up," said Giordano. "It's something I've 
done for most of my career. I just don't want to change it up too much." 

The Leafs are in the middle of a busy part of their schedule with seven 
games in a 13-day stretch, which wraps Sunday.  

"We had a shorter practice yesterday," Keefe pointed out. "The break is 
approaching so that's a good thing that the guys can see on the horizon 
here. Yet you still want to make sure you're not just saying, 'Hey, let's 
empty the tank all the way through here and then the break we can 
recover.' We still have to be smart with how we're managing this." 

Giordano, at 39 the NHL's oldest skater, has been taking some skills 
sessions off of late to maintain his energy levels. The Leafs usually hold 
a 30-minute development session before the main practice, which often 
runs between 30 and 45 minutes.  

"It's a balance," Giordano said. "You want to get into a good rhythm in 
the season. But, for me, it's just picking my spots now. I'm coming around 
to the idea of being smarter when it comes to things like practice days 
and picking between skills [sessions] and practice or being out there the 
whole time. I guess we'll talk more and more as the season goes on, but 
as a player you want to be in that rhythm where you feel you're best 
during the games, so I got to find that." 

The Leafs will take Thursday off and Giordano has been taking full 
advantage of those days away from the rink. He's also locked in on 
nutrition and has been scaling back in the gym.  

"Little modifications," he said. "I mean, you're definitely not lifting like you 
were 20 anymore ... It's all about the game. You just got to do whatever 
you can to feel great in the game."  

The Leafs have dealt with a series of injuries to defencemen this season 
and Giordano has stepped up in a big way averaging 19:38 of ice time 
per game and leading the team in blocked shots.  

"He's probably been one of the most consistent guys in the NHL over the 
last bunch of years and continues to impress even with his age," said 

Panthers winger Matthew Tkachuk, who played with Giordano in Calgary. 
"Age is one thing, but he always comes into camp in pretty much the best 
shape on the team. So, I don't think age really matters with a guy like 
that. He can play forever."  

Giordano is also efficient on the ice.  

"He just manages the game really well," observed Rielly. "Having a lot of 
experience in the league, he knows how to play the game and he's 
picked up tricks during his career. Really doesn't chase the game. He's 
calm. He has a good feel for when things are going well and when things 
need to change. That comes with experience, and he's got that for sure. 
He just has that self-confidence out there that he's in the right spots 
doing the right thing at the right time and that goes a long way." 
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Giordano, 39, is 'coming around to the idea' of workload management 

Mark Giordano has dressed for all 48 of Toronto's games this season, 
averaging just under 20 minutes of ice-time a game. The 39-year-old 
defencemen admits some of his old habits, like not missing a gameday 
skate, are hard to break, but is considering doing some workload 
management. 

--- 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant likes how 2020 first-overall pick Alexis 
Lafreniere responded to being a healthy scratch on Dec. 29.  

"Last game was probably one of his better games," Gallant noted. "I tell 
people, 'I got no problem with the kid.' He's a 21-year-old kid, sometimes 
they need a little kick in the butt to get going again. He's been excellent. I 
like the kid. He's played great and taken another good step for us." 

Lafreniere scored a goal and added an assist in Monday's win over the 
Florida Panthers. He's playing on the third line with 2019 second-overall 
pick Kaapo Kakko.  

"I give them a lot of support," Gallant stressed. "I support both those kids. 
You do the best you can with them. They've both taken a big step. A lot 
of our media people don't think that at times. It frustrates me, but I think 
the kids are great. They're going to be good hockey players and 
sometimes it takes guys a little longer than other guys and that's the way 
it is." 

Lafreniere and Kakko both play on New York's second power-play unit.   

"They might get 30 seconds," Gallant acknowledges. "And then you go to 
New Jersey and see some of their young kids playing on their first unit 
because that's what they have. Jersey's taken a big step there this year 
with those kids. So, Lafreniere and [our] kids don't get the same amount 
of minutes and the same amount of power-play time as they do. I'm trying 
to win games every night. Our team's trying to win games and be a 
Stanley-Cup-contending team, so that's what we got to do. Sometimes 
those kids take the tough part of it, but that's hockey. I'm not going to sit 
Panarin and [Chris] Kreider and Zibanejad on the bench and play other 
people ahead of them." 

Vitaly Kravtsov, 23, projects to be a healthy scratch on Wednesday.  

"It's the same as the kids we're talking about," Gallant. "There's not a lot 
of room for some of those kids sometimes. He's played. He's worked 
hard. He's taken a step for us. I like the kid. He's done a good job, but 
score [more] when you're in for 20 games." 

Kravtsov has three goals and three assists in 27 games this season.  

Toronto native Will Cuylle has been called up from the American Hockey 
League and will make his NHL debut on Wednesday.  

"Real exciting," said Gallant. "You know, his hometown. First NHL game. 
It's going to be outstanding for the kid. Hopefully he'll play real well and 
pop at least one goal." 

At least one?  
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"Yeah, it'd be nice," Gallant said with a smile. 

Gallant frustrated with coverage of 'excellent' Lafrenière, NYR's rising 
stars 

In the Rangers' final game of 2022, 2020 first overall pick Alexis 
Lafreniere was a healthy scratch. Since that time, the young winger 
hasn't missed a game and has been heating up as of late, notching three 
points in the last two games. When asked about Lafreniere's 
development, head coach Gerard Gallant bristled at the perception that 
he doesn't like him, and in turn praised Alexis' progression. 

Tavares will play game No. 998 on Wednesday as he inches towards a 
big milestone moment on Sunday.  

"It's a big thing," said Giordano, who played game No. 1,000 last March. 
"When you start looking at it and you start looking at the list at the guys 
who have played in 1,000, it's not a huge list and it's a hard thing to do. It 
was a very proud moment for myself and my family when I went through 
it, and I'm sure Johnny's looking forward to it. He has it circled, for sure, 
on his calendar." 

Tavares is poised to become the 375th player to reach the four-digit club 
in NHL games played.  

"He takes care of himself like nobody else," said Giordano. "He just puts 
the work in. I don't know how else you can explain it, but he puts the work 
in ... I know I'm older than him, but you can look up to guys like that." 

At age 32, Tavares is putting forward another strong season. The Leafs 
captain has 21 goals and 26 assists in 48 games. He has made 
consistency his hallmark.  

"The guy's been around a long time and it seems like he's played every 
game the same," observed Gallant. "He comes to compete both ways, a 
200-foot player, great skill, great talent and he's a character, leader guy 
so he's a great NHL veteran."  

And while Tavares has a strict regimen to stay fit, he's not afraid to try 
new things. For the first time in 15 years, he changed skating coaches in 
the summer.  

"He stays true to himself in terms of his preparation and routines, how he 
takes care of himself, in the gym, his nutrition, his rest, all those things," 
Keefe said. "Yet at the same time he has recognized or embraced 
change or opportunities to improve. As he's gotten older, he's adapted." 
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'He stays true to himself': Tavares stays step ahead of Father Time 

John Tavares is three games away from hitting the 1,000 milestone, and 
much of his success can be attributed to his work on and off of the ice. 
Tavares' teammates spoke about the Leafs' captain including the 
example he sets to the younger and older playhers. 

--- 

Projected lines for Wednesday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Jarnkrok - Tavares - Nylander  

McMann - Kampf - Engvall 

Kerfoot - Holmberg - Anderson  

Rielly - Holl 

Giordano - Liljegren  

Sandin - Benn 

Samsonov starts  

Murray 
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