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Undrafted to indispensable: This Hurricanes defenseman is enjoying a breakout season 

By Chip Alexander 

What’s the best way to define a “breakout season” for a 
player in the NHL?  

Here’s a start: setting career highs in games, goals, points 
and minutes played.  

And this: having a positive impact on your team and helping 
it win.  

That’s what defenseman Jalen Chatfield of the Carolina 
Hurricanes has done this season, becoming a fixture in the 
lineup for a team leading the Metropolitan Division.  

Chatfield, hardly one to seek out attention, has been 
mentioned often on the Canes’ broadcasts, with analyst 
Tripp Tracy playfully talking about “Chat-mandu” when the D-
man makes a good play. 

Then again, Chatfield has earned it. In his past six games, 
he has three goals and two assists. He was named the first 
star of the game after the Canes’ win over the Minnesota 
Wild — the guy called to the bench to be interviewed after 
the game as Canes fans cheered — after both scoring his 
fifth goal of the season and assisting on Teuvo Teravainen’s 
shorthanded snipe.  

On the Teravainen score, he jumped into the play, took a 
pass from Jesper Fast and set up Teravainen for a shot from 
the slot.  

“He’s been great. Whatever we’ve asked him to do, he’s 
done it,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said this week. 

With defenseman Jaccob Slavin out of the lineup last 
Saturday against the New York Islanders, Chatfield was 
paired with Brent Burns and logged a season-high 20:24 of 
ice time. His shot in the opening minute of the game was 
redirected by Jordan Staal for a quick goal as the Canes took 
a 5-2 victory.  

Chatfield’s plus/minus rating in the game was plus-4. That, 
too, was a career best, and he has a plus-12 rating in his 47 
games this season.  

“Burnsie is easy to play with,” Chatfield said this week. “We 
talk a lot on the bench, trying to figure stuff out, and I listen to 
him. On the ice, during the play, he’s always calling for the 
puck and always letting me know my options. With a guy like 
that, it’s easier to play with an extra set of eyes out there.  

With Slavin still sidelined, Chatfield was back with Burns 
against Dallas on Wednesday, playing 21:42 as the Canes 
won 3-2 in overtime.  

A right-handed shooter, Chatfield has played the left side 
opposite Burns, but handled it well. “We’ve asked him to do 
that a couple of times and he’s obviously shown he can do 
it,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s just accepted it and done a great 
job with it.” 

Chatfield, 26, made his NHL debut and got in 18 games for 
the Vancouver Canucks in 2020-21. Signed as a free agent 
by the Hurricanes, he played 16 games for the Canes last 
season while helping the AHL’s Chicago Wolves win the 
2022 Calder Cup championship. 

“If you look at the past in my career, I keep improving,” 
Chatfield said. “Each year I’m taking a step forward and not a 
step back. I’m just happy with the way I’m playing and want 
to continue to get better and keep working on my game. 

“The more you get to play, the more you learn about 
yourself. For me, I think it’s coming here and really dialing in 
what my game can be for this team, and playing that simple, 
hard game and trying to help out in a lot of different areas.”  

Chatfield was given a two-year extension in January 2022 — 
the 2023-24 season being a one-way deal that will pay 
$775,000. 

The signing by Canes president and general manager Don 
Waddell has proven to be a good one. Chatfield, who was 
undrafted in the NHL, is listed at 6-1 and 188 pounds, but 
plays bigger than that on the ice. While spending much of the 
season on the Canes’ third defensive pairing — with Calvin 
de Haan or Dylan Coghlan — he has been an effective 
penalty killer. 

A memorable moment came Dec. 22, in Pittsburgh. Chatfield 
scored his first NHL goal on a slapshot from the point, 
scoring 17 seconds after a Martin Necas goal. 

The Canes face off against the San Jose Sharks on Friday at 
PNC Arena, which should bring back another memory from 
this season: In the third period of the game in San Jose on 
Oct. 15, Chatfield dropped the gloves and traded punches 
with Noah Gregor of the Sharks.  

Chatfield was on top after the scrap. The Canes won the 
game 2-1.  

For Chatfield, there would be more stick taps to come from 
his teammates. 
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Canes Stadium Series Jersey Revealed 

Sweaters and additional gear are available for purchase now 
at The Eye 

By Walt Ruff 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. - The National Hockey League and adidas 
revealed the special-edition 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union 
NHL Stadium Series jerseys Thursday, 23 days ahead of the 
Carolina Hurricanes' first-ever outdoor game. 
 
The Canes' predominantly black uniform features the team's 
official logo for the event on the crest, with italicized red 
jersey numbers on the back and large red color block 
numbers on the sleeves. 
 
The jerseys also feature the official 2023 Navy Federal 
Credit Union NHL Stadium Series logo on the right shoulder, 
across from a grayscale North Carolina state flag on the left. 
 
Jerseys are on sale now for purchase at The Eye, the team's 
official store at PNC Arena. A select inventory of player 
jerseys, including Sebastian Aho, Jordan Staal, and Jaccob 
Slavin, are available as well. 

 
Inventory of the adidas model of the jersey, which currently 
does not include shoulder patches, can be found for 
purchase online here. Additional retailers will begin selling 
the jerseys on Saturday, January 28. 
 
Additional Stadium Series merchandise can be found here. 
 
As for the rest of the uniform, the team's black helmets will 
feature an oversized red logo on the left half and the player's 
jersey number on the right. The black pants will feature the 
team's warning flag logo on the player's left leg, and the 
group will wear black gloves. It is also the first time in team 
history that the unit will be wearing a uniform containing zero 
white. 
 
The reigning Metropolitan Division Champions will wear the 
getup on Saturday, February 18 when they take on the 
Washington Capitals at Carter-Finley Stadium. Puck drop is 
set for 8 p.m. and the contest can be seen nationally on 
ABC. 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, every team’s playoff chances 
 
By Kristen Shilton 

 
The 2023 NHL All-Star Game is on tap next weekend, and 
once the break is over, the volume of trades should really 
start heating up as teams fall into the "playoff contender" and 
"there's always next year" cohorts. 
 
As of this point, there are no teams that have clinched a 
playoff spot, and no team is mathematically eliminated either. 
So let's take a look at each team's current playoff chances 
(per FiveThirtyEight), and identify what could go right or 
wrong to reverse that trend. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published Jan. 20. Points percentages are 
through Thursday's games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 83.33% 
Next seven days: @ FLA (Jan. 28), @ CAR (Jan. 29), @ 
TOR (Feb. 1) 
 
Playoff chances: >99%. Boston should be offended their 
odds aren't an even 100%. The Bruins are a postseason 
lock, and then some. 
 
2. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 72.34% 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Jan. 27), vs. BOS (Jan. 29), vs. LA 
(Jan. 31), @ BUF (Feb. 1) 
 
Playoff chances: >99%. Carolina would have to face the 
mother of all rough patches to not make a fifth consecutive 
postseason appearance. And that's saying a lot, considering 
the Hurricanes have weathered their share of adversity and 
keep coming out on top. 
 
3. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 68.75% 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Jan. 27) 
 

Playoff chances: 95%. New Jersey is tracking toward just its 
second playoff appearance in 10 years. An imminent fall off 
the rails is wildly unlikely, and the Devils project to be one of 
the must-watch clubs in what will be a talent-packed Eastern 
Conference field. 
 
4. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 69.39% 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Jan. 27), vs. WSH (Jan. 29), vs. 
BOS (Feb. 1) 
 
Playoff chances: >99%. Toronto reaching 18-wheeler-off-a-
cliff territory is all that could negate earning a playoff spot. 
How far the Leafs end up going in the postseason is a whole 
other calculation, of course. 
 
5. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 67.02% 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: >99%. Tampa Bay is a sure thing -- at least 
to reach another postseason. The Lightning's biggest 
potential for derailment (aside from compounding injuries) 
might be fatigue. Headlining the Stanley Cup Final three 
seasons in a row takes its toll. Is there load management in 
the future to safeguard against disappointment? Stay tuned. 
 
6. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 65.00% 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Jan. 27) 
 
Playoff chances: 97%. Dallas has lost consecutive games in 
regulation only once since November, and just four times 
total this season. The Stars will carry that promise into a 
surefire postseason opportunity. 
 
7. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 63.00% 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (Jan. 28), vs. STL (Jan. 30) 
 
Playoff chances: 93%. Winnipeg should have no trouble 
staying on course to a well-deserved postseason slot. The 
Jets' only potential stumbling block could be figuring out how 
to maximize the luxury of an (almost) healthy roster, without 
disrupting chemistry that's taken them so far already. 
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8. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 64.89% 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Jan. 27), vs. CBJ (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: 93%. Seattle needs its goaltending to hold 
up. That's it. Because there's little else that could hold this 
high-powered Kraken crew back from their inaugural playoff 
showing. 
 
9. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 62.50% 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (Jan. 27) 
 
Playoff chances: 89%. New York is on thin ice in the 
ultracompetitive Metropolitan Division. Teams are breathing 
down their neck already, and to hold tight in the top three, 
GM Chris Drury can't be shy about adding a player (or two) 
ahead of the trade deadline. That insurance would help 
prevent New York from slipping into wild-card territory. 
 
10. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 62.25% 
Next seven days: @ NYR (Jan. 27), @ NYI (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: 82%. Vegas needs its health. Injury 
troubles have pushed the Golden Knights off track before, 
and they've been an issue already throughout this season. 
Vegas squirrelling away wins early should protect their 
postseason potential, though -- barring a further pileup of 
ailments to come. 
 
11. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 58.51% 
Next seven days: vs. STL (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: 93%. Colorado just recorded its longest win 
streak of the season -- at six games -- and looks increasingly 
like the reigning Stanley Cup champion we expected. And 
when the Avalanche are hitting their stride, there's little doubt 
playoffs lay ahead. 
 
12. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 60.00% 
Next seven days: @ FLA (Jan. 27), @ TB (Jan. 28), @ CAR 
(Jan. 31) 
 
Playoff chances: 63%. Los Angeles can pump up their 
playoff outlook as buyers before trade deadline. The salary 
cap won't make it easy, but the Kings' adding another left-
shot defenseman, bottom-six forward or even a depth 
goaltender would aid in holding off Edmonton or Calgary for 
the Pacific Division's third seed. 
 

13. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 59.57% 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: 81%. Minnesota must fear a surging 
Avalanche (and really, who doesn't?) The Central was 
suffocating enough, and now that Colorado is climbing, the 
Wild have to keep pace or risk duking it out for a wild-card 
berth into the postseason. 
 
14. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 59.18% 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: 86%. Edmonton has racked up wins lately 
thanks to overall improved play, from forward balance to 
strong special teams to dialed-in defense. The Oilers can't 
rest on their laurels or revert back to bad habits like leaning 
too heavily on its stars. Edmonton's postseason hopes -- and 
success -- depend on being more multi-dimensional than 
that. 
 
15. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 59.38% 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: 75%. Pittsburgh looked poised, at one 
point, to be a powerhouse. Currently, they barely hold a 
playoff spot. The Penguins can improve their odds by adding 
forward depth ahead of the deadline, and hoping certain 
defensive stalwarts -- including Kris Letang and Brian 
Dumoulin -- can keep flourishing. 
 
16. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 56.12% 
Next seven days: @ SEA (Jan. 27) 
 
Playoff chances: 56%. Calgary must find its identity. It's not 
all the way locked in yet. To make the postseason, Calgary 
has to execute like a playoff-caliber team. But putting on a 
full 60-minute effort might be the easy part. The Flames' 
challenge is to keep coming together, decide what they really 
are and lean into it. 
 
17. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 56.86% 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Jan. 29), @ CBJ (Jan. 31) 
 
Playoff chances: 59%. Washington is in that middle-of-the-
pack position that makes a pre-trade-deadline move 
imperative. The Capitals need to target blue-line help. John 
Carlson is hurt now, and if there's an opportunity to bolster 
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the back end sooner than later, Washington could boost its 
postseason positioning that much faster. 
 
18. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 57.29% 
Next seven days: @ MIN (Jan. 28), vs. CAR (Feb. 1) 
 
Playoff chances: 35%. Buffalo is at a crossroads: Are they a 
young team standing pat until next season, or is a playoff 
push now in their sights? Because the opportunity to swing 
big is there. The Sabres' best chance of a springtime berth 
involves adding defensive depth, possibly targeting an 
impactful bottom-six forward, continued excellence from its 
top-six group and consistent goaltending. Buffalo has 
surprised all season; what else is up its sleeve? 
 
19. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 56.25% 
Next seven days: No games 
 
Playoff chances: 43%. Nashville longs for consistency. Juuse 
Saros is playing well in net (.920 save percentage) and the 
Predators have improved offensively since Christmas into a 
top-15 goal-scoring team. To extend its second-half potential 
into a postseason shot, Nashville has to get consistent 
scoring every game. 
 
20. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 52.00% 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Jan. 27), vs. BOS (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: 30%. Florida needed better goaltending to 
turn its season around. Now, the Panthers just need healthy 
goaltenders. Sergei Bobrovsky was sidelined last week with 
a lower-body issue and Spencer Knight is just back from 
injury himself. Alex Lyon has been there to help, but Florida 
has simply got to give its goalie -- whoever that is -- all the 
support it can up front to have a shot at playoffs. 
 
21. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 53.19% 
Next seven days: @ NYI (Jan. 27) 
 
Playoff chances: 4%. Detroit showed some serious early-
season promise, and they're still an above-.500 team. If the 
Red Wings can start scoring again, and if Ville Husso can get 
some help, and if Detroit can tighten up defensively ... maybe 
they find a way back to what worked before. If not, the Red 
Wings could be looking for a golden draft lottery ticket. 
22. New York Islanders 
 
 
Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 51.00% 
Next seven days: vs. DET (Jan. 27), vs. VGK (Jan. 28) 

 
Playoff chances: 13%. New York has been in an offensive 
drought since mid-December. If that doesn't change fast, and 
the Islanders still hold postseason aspirations, then GM Lou 
Lamoriello must target forward help on the trade market. And 
then hope that kick-starts better performances from within. 
 
23. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: @ COL (Jan. 28), @ WPG (Jan. 30) 
 
Playoff chances: 12%. St. Louis' best chance of a 
postseason push is keeping all of its best players -- including 
an eventually healthy Vladimir Tarasenko and Ryan O'Reilly 
-- in the fold. And potentially being buyers instead of sellers 
ahead of the trade deadline. And then going on a magical 
win-almost-every-night kind of run. So yeah, it would be a lot. 
 
24. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 49.00% 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: 1%. Philadelphia not being the worst team 
in their division is a (relative) achievement. There's always 
next year to -- maybe -- get back in the playoff mix. 
 
25. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 47.87% 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Jan. 27), vs. MTL (Jan. 28), @ 
MTL (Jan. 31) 
 
Playoff chances: 1%. Ottawa rallied to overcome a slow start 
with its 12-5-2 run through late fall. Since then, the Senators 
have simply fallen. Would getting -- and staying -- fully 
healthy have kept Ottawa's previous momentum and playoff 
hopes alive? A question that will linger into the planning for 
next season. 
 
26. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 38.78% 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Jan. 27), @ PIT (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: less than 1%. San Jose won't be appearing 
in the postseason. But the Sharks could emerge as big 
winners at the trade deadline by moving marquee players 
like Timo Meier and Erik Karlsson in deals that set San Jose 
up for long-term success in the future. A fine consolation 
prize. 
 
27. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 44.90% 
Next seven days: @ OTT (Jan. 28), vs. OTT (Jan. 31) 
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Playoff chances: less than 1%. Montreal losing Cole Caufield 
for the rest of the season was the end of any lingering 
postseason dreams. No matter. The Canadiens have a 
young core and plenty of potential playoff opportunities in 
their future. 
 
28. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 42.71% 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Jan. 27) 
 
Playoff chances: less than 1%. Vancouver responded 
surprisingly well to a coaching change last season. Can they 
do it again? Last season, the Canucks went from last in the 
Pacific to missing the playoffs by two points after Bruce 
Boudreau slid behind the bench. Rick Tocchet would be 
some sort of magician to coax an even better run out of 
Vancouver now ... but hey, anything is possible. 
 
29. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 37.76% 
Next seven days: @ ANA (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: less than 1%. Arizona won't parlay great 
performances from the likes of Karel Vejmelka and Clayton 
Keller into playoff games right now. But there are still a 
couple more years of possibility that Mullet Arena will host an 
NHL playoff tilt. And that's fun to think about! 
 
30. Chicago Blackhawks 
 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 36.17% 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: less than 1%. Chicago is "Bound for 
Bedard" -- as was their plan. The Blackhawks can help the 
cause by finding trade partners for Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews, and really embracing the franchise's future 
direction. 
 
31. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 35.71% 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Jan. 28) 
 
Playoff chances: less than 1%. Anaheim can see the big 
picture here. Playoffs are out, clearly. But the Ducks have 
cap space to spare, a trade deadline looming to start the 
healing -- er, improving -- process and great odds in the 
Connor Bedard sweepstakes. And those are the odds that 
really matter for Anaheim. 
 
32. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 34.38% 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Jan. 27), @ SEA (Jan. 28), vs. 
WSH (Jan. 31) 
 
Playoff chances: less than 1%. Columbus has yet to win 
consecutive games in regulation this season, so the playoffs 
will remain something of a pipe dream.

Capitals, Hurricanes unveil Stadium Series uniforms 
 
By Greg Wyshynski 
 
NHL Stadium Series jerseys have never lacked audacity and 
boldness, and the 2023 sweaters for the Washington 
Capitals and Carolina Hurricanes are no exceptions. 
 
The Hurricanes are appearing in their first outdoor game on 
Feb. 18 (8 ET, ABC and ESPN+), which will be played at 
Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, on the campus of NC State 
University. To mark the occasion, Adidas has created the 
first jersey in which the team's swirling hurricane logo has 
been featured on an all-black design. It's also the first 
Hurricanes jersey not to feature any white coloring. 
 
According to Adidas, many of the design elements, such as 
numbers and letters, are angled to "signify the resistance of 
the force of a hurricane." 
 
Washington's road white sweaters feature their secondary 
logo, which fans have affectionately dubbed the "Weagle." It 
was introduced in 2007, featuring an eagle whose wings 

make a "W" with the silhouette of the United States Capitol's 
dome on the bottom of the logo. Washington's jersey is in 
their traditional red, white and blue color motif. The two laces 
around the neck are a shoutout to the D.C. flag. 
 
The Capitals are appearing in their fourth NHL outdoor game 
and second Stadium Series game. They're 3-0 in outdoor 
games. 
 
The NHL began the Stadium Series in 2014 to expand its 
outdoor game schedule beyond the Winter Classic and the 
Canadian Heritage Classic. It allows games to be played in 
venues that might otherwise be unavailable around New 
Year's Day. It also has allowed teams that haven't been a 
part of the Winter Classic mix to play in outdoor games. 
 
With the Hurricanes playing in the 2023 Stadium Series, and 
the Vegas Golden Knights and Seattle Kraken scheduled for 
the 2024 Winter Classic, there will be only three teams yet to 
play in an NHL outdoor game: the Arizona Coyotes, 
Columbus Blue Jackets and Florida Panthers. 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 27, 2023 

 

 

NHL Stadium Series 2023: Hurricanes, Capitals unveil jerseys they will wear during game 

The Hurricanes and Capitals will look a little different when 
they play outdoors at Carter-Finley Stadium 
 
By Austin Nivision 
 
The most polarizing jerseys of every NHL season just 
dropped. The Carolina Hurricanes and Washington Capitals 
have released their uniforms for the 2023 Stadium Series 
game at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, N.C. 
 
The Stadium Series provides the participating NHL teams 
with an opportunity to take an unorthodox approach to 
designing their jerseys. This season is no exception, but 
neither team went with something completely out of left field, 
like the Colorado Avalanche, Los Angeles Kings and 
Nashville Predators have done in the past. 
 
The hometown Hurricanes kind of chose to combine a 
blackout version of their traditional logo with their new home 
uniform, which is all black and features the hurricane warning 
flags. While the old-school hurricane logo is on the chest, the 

flags are still featured prominently as they run down the side 
of the pant leg: 
 
Some other details of the Hurricanes' uniform include a patch 
of the North Carolina state flag and large jersey numbers on 
the side of the helmet. 
 
The visiting Capitals chose an approach that is somehow 
simpler yet more gaudy at the same time. Washington took 
its secondary logo, lovingly referred to as the "weagle" by the 
fans, and used it as the primary logo for this jersey. Not only 
that, but the "weagle" takes up most of the torso. 
 
The navy and white stripes on the sleeves are an added 
touch, and the three stars down the pant leg work nicely. 
Like the Hurricanes' uniform, the Capitals also have large 
jersey numbers on one side, but Washington also has the 
current Caps logo on the other side. 
 
Fans can watch these jerseys in action when the Hurricanes 
and Capitals faceoff from Carter-Finley Stadium on Feb. 18.
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Quick Whistles: Sebastian Aho’s Big Week for the Hurricanes 

Sebastian Aho’s big week lifts Hurricanes back into another 
winning groove. 
 
By Brett Finger 
 
Had it not been for a late-game collapse against the 
Vancouver Canucks back on January 15, the Carolina 
Hurricanes would be winners of six consecutive games. That 
shootout loss does count toward a run of points in six straight 
games, though, as the Hurricanes have seemingly hit 
another quality stride. 

Naturally, the swell of optimism from the last couple of weeks 
is now accompanied by more injury issues, with Max 
Pacioretty out for the year. And now Frederik Andersen, who 
returned after two months and allowed just seven goals in 
four starts before leaving after the first period in Dallas, could 
be slated to miss some time, as well. 
 
Not but a couple of weeks ago, the Hurricanes were patiently 
waiting for their fourth-place Vezina-voting goalie and all-star 
goal-scorer to return, but now, they’re both gone again. 
 
Fortunately for the Hurricanes, they have been aided by the 
red-hot scoring stick of Sebastian Aho. He scored a late goal 
against Vancouver that originally felt like the game-winner, 
and he has since netted a hat trick against the New York 
Islanders and the first goal of their win against the Dallas 
Stars. 
Finnish Connection Returns 
 
The first line featuring Pacioretty was shortlived, which 
forced Rod Brind’Amour and his staff to go back to Teuvo 
Teravainen alongside Aho and Seth Jarvis. 
 
Teravainen’s 2022-23 season has been mired by 
underwhelming production, but things are now starting to flip 
for the veteran puck-mover. Dating back to January 3, 
Teravainen has points in seven of his last 10 games, 
including a two-assist night on Long Island. 
 
He’s averaged 18:00 of ice time per game over his last five 
games, as well, which is nearly two minutes more than his 
previous season average. Teravainen has been a factor all 
over the ice, as well, looking more and more like the player 
he was in past seasons. 
 
His continued health has been a big plus for Aho, as well. 
The two have connected for vintage Finnish duo goals, with 
Teravainen having a particularly innate sense of where his 
center is on the ice. 
 

Aho and Teravainen’s resurgence has come at an opportune 
time, with the team’s leading goal-scorer and 2023 All-Star 
Andrei Svechnikov in the middle of a season-long 11-game 
goal drought. Martin Necas has also gone through a 
relatively rough patch, though he did score the game-winning 
goal in overtime against the Stars. 
State of The Blue Line 
 
It’s been a good run for the Hurricanes’ defensemen, as well. 
Over the team’s last six games, Brent Burns, Brady Skjei, 
Brett Pesce, Jaccob Slavin, and Jalen Chatfield have 
combined for 11 goals and 17 points. The bearded Burns 
and Chatfield both have three goals on their own over that 
stretch. 
 
Chatfield, in particular, has performed well above 
expectations as of late. The defenseman went 29 games 
without recording a point this season, but he has remained in 
the lineup as a regular because the coaching staff loves how 
he fits in their system. That patience has paid off to the tune 
of five goals and eight points over his last 18 games. 
 
The 26-year-old has put up that production with a rotating 
door of defensive partners, between Calvin de Haan, Dylan 
Coughlin, and, more recently, some time with Burns. With 
Jaccob Slavin absent from the last two games, playing with 
Burns has seemingly continued to do some wonders to 
Chatfield’s offensive confidence. 
 
The state of the third pairing remains up in the air, though, 
with Coughlin still struggling to meet expectations. Jaccob 
Slavin’s eventual return, combined with Chatfield’s newfound 
offensive impact, could help matters. The upcoming trade 
deadline presents another option, though, and the same 
applies to their forward group, particularly with regard to a 
second-line center. 
More Goalie Questions 
 
Andersen went 4-0-0 with a .942 save percentage after 
missing nearly two months of action, but the veteran goalie 
got injured again in the first period against Dallas, putting his 
future availability in question. 
 
Antti Raanta came in and played very well, stopping all 15 
shots he saw in the second period, third period, and 
overtime. Andersen’s health status remains a huge factor in 
the team’s prospects, though, especially after he returned 
and experienced as much success as he did. 
 
Pyotr Kochetkov lost four straight starts, including that 
disappointing Vancouver blunder, before getting sent back to 
down to AHL Chicago. Originally expected to be a longer-
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term stay for the young netminder, it now might get 
shortened dramatically. The 2019 second-round pick has 
won two of his three AHL starts since the demotion. 
 
The biggest concern at the moment is sheer inconsistency. 
It’s been a true revolving door in the net, with three guys 
seemingly rotating on and off the injured list. Kochetkov’s 
youth and inconsistency have added another variable on top 
of his relatively recent injury. 
 

When healthy, Andersen has consistently delivered. He and 
Raanta combined for the William M. Jennings Trophy last 
season, and the former Maple Leaf and Duck looked 
tremendous after a long injury absence. Now that he’s 
injured again, how will that impact the team, and how will it 
impact his future ahead of unrestricted free agency this 
summer? 
 
Those answers should come over the next few weeks, with 
the NHL Trade Deadline looming around the corner on 
March 3. 

 

About Last Night: Déjà Necas 

Martin Necas lit the lamp in overtime against the Dallas Stars 
for the second time this season, as the Hurricanes won 3-2 
Wednesday night. 
 
By Ryan Henkel 
 
Necas Does it Again 
 
If you thought that Martin Necas netting the overtime winner 
against the Dallas Stars was pretty cool when he did it back 
in December, you’ll love what he did last night. 
 
As calm and collected as ever, Necas just wore out the 
Dallas skaters by playing an elaborate game of keep away 
going in the offensive zone, before flipping the switch and 
ending it. 
 
With the overtime winner, Necas also set a new career high 
for points in a season with 42, doing it in just 47 games. His 
19th goal of the season also tied Andrei Svechnikov for the 
team lead. 
 
Necas’ breakout season has been a long time coming and 
now that he’s finally arrived, Carolina is reaping in the 
benefits. 
 
Shorthanded Goals 
 
With his steal and score in the first period last night, 
Sebastian Aho scored the ninth shorthanded goal of the 
season for the Carolina Hurricanes, and tied Eric Staal for 
the franchise record with 16. 
 
Aho has been a dominant force when shorthanded because 
of his speed and tenacity, which many power plays 
underestimate. 
 
“He’s dynamic in open ice,” Rod Brind’Amour said on his 
Finnish star. “He can really read the play as far as that 
anticipation for when to pick off a pass and go the other way. 
And then you’re usually out there with guys that aren’t 
thinking defense and you give him a little room... He probably 
should have a lot more. He’s had a ton of chances 
shorthanded. He’s a weapon there.” 
 
In just six and a half seasons, Aho has surpassed most 
shorthanded scoring records, and truth be told, he’s really 
done it in just four and a half, as his total shorthanded ice 

time for his first two seasons totaled out to 20:42. (Despite 
that he still managed to score his first SHG in his rookie 
season). 
 
And if anybody is curious about the franchise record for most 
shorthanded goals scored in a season, both by a team and 
individual... 
 
Most in a single season (team) - 17; 2005-06 
 
Most in a single season (individual) - 5; Kevyn Adams; 2003-
04 
 
Goaltending Successes and Concerns 
 
The Good: Antti Raanta looked stellar in his relief effort for 
Frederik Andersen, turning aside all 15 shots he faced, 
despite not having seen game action in over two weeks. 
 
“It’s a tough spot to come in obviously when you’re cold and 
on the bench, but he’s been around,” Brind’Amour said. “He 
knows that that’s part of his job and obviously he did well.” 
 
The Bad: Andersen left the game with an upper-body injury 
after just a single period of play. 
 
Andersen had been great in his return to the ice, with a 4-0-0 
record and 0.942 save percentage, so the Canes have to 
hope it’s just something minor. 
 
Things just haven’t been going well for the Hurricanes when 
it comes to goaltending, with all three goaltenders that have 
seen game action this season having missed time due to 
injuries. 
 
If Andersen is indeed on the shelf again, expect Pyotr 
Kochetkov to get the recall. He’s 2-1-0 in three starts since 
returning to the Wolves with a 0.893 save percentage. 
 
Luckily for the Canes, Raanta has looked solid and the team 
has come away with at least a point in each of his last 11 
games (9-0-2). 
 
Hopefully the goaltending position can stabilize itself at some 
point this season. 
 
Additional Game Notes 
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- The Jordan Staal line had yet another dominant 
performance. According to NaturalStatTrick.com, the trio 
outchanced their opponents 13-1 at 5v5 and facilitated a 
goal. 
- Sebastian Aho’s SHG was also the 200th of his career, 
making him the third played from the 2015 draft to hit that 
milestone and just the 10th Finnish player ever to reach it. 
- Jesperi Kotkaniemi got the bump up back to the second line 
between Necas and Svechnikov late in the game. He’s been 

playing some really strong hockey as of late, and hopefully 
he stays up there for a while because that’s when Svech and 
Necas were playing their best hockey. 
 
Stadium Series Jerseys Revealed 
 
This morning, the Carolina Hurricanes and Washington 
Capitals officially revealed the jerseys for the upcoming 
Stadium Series game on February 18. 

 

 
Necas’ OT goal hands Carolina 3-2 win over Stars 

By Sam Overton 
 
For the second time this season, center Martin Necas scored 
the game-winning goal in overtime to cement the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ 3-2 win over the Dallas Stars on Wednesday, 
Jan. 25. 
 
A little over a month after hosting the Stars (28-13-9) in 
Raleigh, the Canes (30-9-8) closed Wednesday night’s game 
in Dallas with an electric overtime performance after three 
tense periods. 
 
Carolina’s win becomes even more impressive when you 
consider the tem’s impromptu roster gaps — goaltender 
Frederik Andersen left the ice after the first period, citing a 
lower-body injury and leaving the rest of the game to backup 
netminder Antti Raanta. Defenseman Jaccob Slavin was also 
absent for the second game in a row due to injury. 
 
Center Sebastian Aho, who’s been on a tear after notching 
his sixth career hat trick in New York less than a week prior, 
scored his 200th NHL goal on Wednesday night — and the 
Stars were on the man advantage, no less. The Hurricanes 
may have trouble on the power play, but with Aho’s shorty, 
Carolina jumps to second in the league in shorthanded 
goals. 
 
Dallas scored two goals in the first frame to give the home 
team the go-ahead lead, but Raanta’s hard work in the 
crease ensured that the Stars wouldn’t receive another 
opportunity for the rest of the evening. In his first game since 
Jan. 7, Raanta stopped 15 out of 15 shots for the remainder 
of regulation. 

 
“[Raanta] didn’t give up a ton, which was great,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It’s a tough spot to come in, obviously, when you’re 
cold and on the bench. But he’s been around, he knows 
that’s part of his job — and obviously, he did it well.” 
 
A little under a week after a tense game at home versus the 
Wild, in which right wing Andrei Svechnikov received a major 
penalty and left wing Max Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon, 
physicality ramped up in the second frame. Defenseman 
Brett Pesce and Dallas center Luke Glendening were sent to 
the box for fighting after a vicious altercation on the ice, and 
defenseman Calvin de Haan delivered a heavy hit to Dallas 
left wing Jason Robinson shortly thereafter. 
 
Regardless of the penalty minutes accrued, Carolina held on 
tight after defenseman Brent Burns’ bullet made it a tie 
game. The rest of regulation wrapped up without a goal from 
either team, and the Hurricanes moved into bonus hockey for 
the 16th time this season. 
 
Necas may have been snubbed the All-Star fan vote, but the 
24-year-old stepped up when Carolina needed it most. 1:34 
into the overtime period, Necas overpowered a sleepy crew 
of Stars to put the game-winning goal past Dallas goaltender 
Jake Oettinger. With it, the Hurricanes secured their 30th win 
of the season, a much-needed victory for a team lacking 
Pacioretty, Slavin and Andersen. 
 
The Hurricanes will take on the San Jose Sharks at home on 
Friday, Jan. 27. Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. 

 
TODAY’S LINKS  

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article271646437.html  
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-stadium-series-jersey-revealed/c-340434294 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35532044/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-every-team-playoff-chances 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35531048/capitals-hurricanes-stadium-series-uniforms 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-stadium-series-2023-hurricanes-capitals-unveil-jerseys-they-will-wear-during-game/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/26/23572709/quick-whistles-sebastian-aho-big-week-for-carolina-hurricanes-andersen-burns-chatfield-nhl-

rumors 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/26/23572170/about-last-night-deja-necas-carolina-hurricanes-andersen-raanta-staal-burns 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/necas-ot-goal-hands-carolina-3-2-win-over-stars/article_ee992fd0-9d9a-11ed-a327-c381903d003a.html  
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Hurricanes goalie Andersen left Stars game with injury. GM said 
Thursday, ‘he’s fine’ 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ goalies can’t seem to stay healthy and in 
games. 

Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta and Pyotr Kochetkov all have missed 
games or been hampered during games by various injuries this season. 
Andersen, who started the team’s road game Wednesday against the 
Dallas Stars, left after the first period with an upper-body injury. 

Canes president and general manager Don Waddell indicated Thursday 
afternoon that Andersen was not seriously injured, saying, “He’s fine” in a 
text message 

Andersen’s injury was hard to detect. He had a collision around the net 
with defenseman Brent Burns about 5 1/2 minutes into the game, falling 
to the ice. Later, Andersen made a quick move, stretching back to his 
right to reach a puck near the post, then was clipped by the puck 
moments later when the Stars’ Jason Robertson beat him with a 
shortside shot. 

Andersen did not show any noticeable discomfort during the period, but 
Raanta took over after the first and was the winning goalie as the Canes 
won 3-2 in overtime on a Martin Necas goal. 

“It’s always a little bit weird when you have to jump in there,” Raanta said 
after the game. “At least I had the intermission there and was able to get 
a little focus and start doing my normal preparation.” 

Raanta was then clipped in the back of the neck by the stick of the Stars’ 
Mason Marchment in the third period but not injured. Raanta later made 
a save against Marchment in the final minute of regulation. 

The Hurricanes (30-9-8), who host the San Jose Sharks on Friday, did 
not practice Thursday. 

It has been a challenging, at times frustrating season for Andersen, who 
turned 33 in October. He started eight games early in the season, then 
left practice Nov. 8 with what he later described as a lingering knee issue 
that kept him out the next 29 games. 

Last season, Andersen sustained an MCL tear in an April 16 road game 
against the Colorado Avalanche. He missed the end of the regular 
season and the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

“This is not the same as last year, but there’s some wear and tear 
obviously from playing goalie for close to 25 years now,” Andersen said 
in a Dec. 8 interview after his return to Canes practice. “You have to be 
careful.” 

Activated off NHL injured reserve on Jan. 12, he had started four of five 
games — winning all four and stopping 113 of 120 shots — before 
leaving the game Wednesday in Dallas. 

Raanta and Kochetkov have had their physical issues, as well, limiting 
their appearances and effectiveness. 

Raanta, 33, was hit on the knee by a shot in a morning skate on Nov. 23, 
keeping him out of a start that night against Arizona at PNC Arena. 
Kochetkov then took over the brunt of the goaltending work and was 
named the NHL rookie of the month for December after going 7-0-1. 

But during the Dec. 20 game against New Jersey, Kochetkov was slow to 
get back to his feet after making a sprawling toe save against the Devils’ 
Jesper Bratt late in the second period. The rookie finished the game — 
with 37 saves in a 4-1 Canes win — but then served as the backup 
goalie for Raanta the next five games. 

Kochetkov, 23, started again Jan 3 against the New York Rangers, 
allowing four goals in a 5-3 road loss. He went 0-3-1 in four starts, not 
able to return to his December form, before being reassigned to the 
Chicago Wolves of the AHL on Jan. 16. 

“We need him to play (games) and a three-goalie rotation is not the best 
for a young kid,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after Kochetkov 
was sent down. “We want to get his confidence to a high level. He had a 
good stretch there but he’s still a young goalie with a lot to learn.” 
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More moves coming after Nieto trade? Sharks react to deal, Merkley’s 
departure, Knyzhov’s return 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

 

A day after popular teammate Matt Nieto was traded to the Colorado 
Avalanche, the Sharks resumed practice Thursday in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, not sure if more moves might be on the horizon. 

“I have no idea,” Sharks captain Logan Couture said. “You take it day by 
day. If you play pro sports, you know that changes happen. You can’t sit 
around and wait for things to happen.” 

Nieto and defenseman Ryan Merkley, the Sharks’ 2018 first-round draft 
pick, were sent to the Avalanche on Wednesday for defenseman Jacob 
MacDonald and forward Martin Kaut, another first-round pick who was 
chosen five spots ahead of Merkley in 2018. 

MacDonald was expected to arrive in North Carolina on Thursday 
afternoon and will be available to play Friday when the Sharks face Brent 
Burns and the Hurricanes in their next-to-last game of a five-game road 
trip. 

Kaut will report to the Barracuda, the Sharks’ AHL affiliate, that plays in 
Henderson, Nevada on Friday night. 
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While Merkley and Kaut could each use a change of scenery, it’s unclear 
why Nieto had to be moved more than five weeks ahead of the March 3 
NHL trade deadline. 

Perhaps it signals that Sharks general manager Mike Grier won’t hesitate 
to make a trade well ahead of time. 

The Sharks have other pending unrestricted free agents in forward Nick 
Bonino and goalie James Reimer, both with modest salary cap hits, who 
could be traded for draft picks or prospects. Winger Timo Meier, too, will 
be one of the NHL’s most sought-after players prior to the deadline. 

Asked if he feels there’s a sense among Sharks players that more trades 
might be coming, coach David Quinn said, “I think every team in the 
league is going through that. 

“Whether you’re thinking about adding players or subtracting players, it’s 
that time of year. It’s the National Hockey League. It’s pro sports. When 
you get closer to a trade deadline, every team is in a situation where 
they’re going to be some changes. So I don’t think we’re any different 
than every team in the league from that end of it.” 

Couture said Nieto, who played in Colorado from 2016 to 2020, was 
upbeat about the move. While the Sharks (14-25-10) are well out of a 
playoff spot, the Avalanche (26-17-3) had won six straight games before 
Thursday to move into third place in the Central Division. 

This year Nieto had 15 points in 45 games and averaged 15:39 in ice 
time. 

“Just seeing him (Wednesday) night, you could feel a sense of energy 
that he felt,” Couture said. “He’s probably upset to be leaving the guys 
because I think he’s got some really close friends on his team. But at the 
same time, you could just feel the excitement that he had to go to have a 
chance to win. 

“Ultimately, that’s why we play the game. So in that sense, I’m happy for 
him.” 

QUINN ON MERKLEY: Merkley and Kaut could be aptly described as 
two players who needed a change of scenery. 

Merkley, 22, now in his third full season as a professional, did not have a 
strong training camp in September and was sent down to the Barracuda 
before the Sharks left for Europe. On Dec. 27, Merkley was benched for 
two periods in a game against Bakersfield and requested a trade shortly 
after. His last game with the team was Dec. 31. 

“I’m sure that happens in a lot of organizations,” Quinn said. “Guys are in 
an organization for three or four years and things aren’t going the way 
they want it to, so they look for an opportunity to go somewhere else. So 
we wish (Merkley) well.” 

Kaut, 23, has six points in 47 NHL games since he was drafted, with 27 
of those games coming this season. However, after he was assigned to 
the AHL by the Avalanche on Jan. 14, there was some speculation that 
his time with the team had come to an end. 

KNYZHOV RETURNS: Defenseman Nikolai Knyzhov played his first 
game since May 2021 on Wednesday, as he skated in the Barracuda’s 3-
2 shootout loss to Henderson. Knyzhov, who tore his right Achilles 
tendon in August, had three shots on net for the game, including two in 
overtime. 

Quinn had not received a report from the game, but said Knyzhov was 
excited to finally play again after an arduous 20-month process that 
involved numerous surgeries to repair various problem spots. 

Knyzhov had been skating in contact practices with the Sharks for about 
two weeks before he was assigned to the Barracuda on a long-term 
injury conditioning loan earlier this week. 

“He was feeling better and better and he was certainly looking forward to 
playing a game,” Quinn said. “So I’m really happy for him as he takes the 
next step in his recovery.” 

NOTE: Quinn said defenseman Radim Simek, who has not played since 
Dec. 31 when he suffered a concussion in a game against the Dallas 
Stars, will not join the team on the road trip, which ends Saturday in 
Pittsburgh. The Sharks’ next game after their bye week and the NHL all-
star break is Feb. 7 in Tampa. 
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What Might Rangers, Sabres, Devils Offer for Meier? 

 

Max Miller 

 

Timo Meier is surely at the top of many a Trade Deadline wishlist. 

The 26-year-old winger has had that kind of season, following an All-Star 
campaign last year with a San Jose Sharks-leading 28 goals in just 49 
games so far this season. 

The pending RFA has been linked by insiders to three teams in 
particular, including the New York Rangers and Buffalo Sabres and New 
Jersey Devils. 

What kind of offers could the San Jose Sharks be looking at from those 
teams? 

A couple comparable trades stand out. 

Alex DeBrincat, like Timo Meier, was a pending RFA after 2022-23 when 
the Chicago Blackhawks sent him to the Ottawa Senators on Draft Day 
for the No. 7 and 39 picks in the 2022 Draft and a 2024 third-round pick. 
DeBrincat was younger (24) at the time of trade than Meier (26) and the 
Senators got one of DeBrincat’s relatively expensive bridge deal seasons 
($6.4 million dollars AAV). 

Roughly, DeBrincat is considered a better finisher than Meier, but Meier, 
because of his size and physicality, is thought to be the more complete 
player. Also, Ottawa traded for DeBrincat with no guarantee that he’d re-
sign there. 

Matthew Tkachuk, not quite like DeBrincat and Meier, was an RFA after 
the 2021-22 season. But in part because the Calgary Flames were willing 
to sign Tkachuk to the maximum eight-year contract first then part with 
him, essentially a sign-and-trade deal, they were able to extract star 
winger Jonathan Huberdeau and top defenseman MacKenzie Weegar 
and a lottery-protected 2025 first-round pick from the Florida Panthers. 

Tkachuk, however, is considered a better all-around forward than both 
Meier and DeBrincat. And of course, his willingness to ink an extension 
with a team that he had never played for raised his value. 

So when we compare Meier to DeBrincat and Tkachuk, it might make 
sense to expect a DeBrincat-like return for Meier, also keeping in mind 
that the Swiss winger’s potential willingness to commit quickly to his new 
team — a la Tkachuk — could also provide a boost to his value. 

Elliotte Friedman has reported that there’s a willingness from the San 
Jose Sharks to allow teams interested in trading for Meier to talk to the 
star winger’s representation about an extension. 

REPORT: Sharks Will Allow Other Teams To Talk Extension With Meier 

Following the DeBrincat comp, we’re projecting a current value lottery-
caliber prospect (i.e. Alexander Holtz might have been a 2020 lottery 
pick, but is he still considered a top-10 pick in a 2020 re-draft?) and 
second and third-round picks in exchange for Meier. 

Let’s talk about what the Rangers, Sabres, and Devils could offer the 
Sharks. 

NEW YORK RANGERS 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 27, 2023 

 

On Jan. 17, Daily Faceoff’s Frank Seravalli reported that Meier has 
moved to the top of the Rangers trade list. 

“He’s someone that would add a little bit of heft, I think to their top-six,” 
Seravalli said on the Daily Faceoff Live show. “And if you can plug him in, 
whether it’s on the line with Artemi Panarin, whether it’s in another spot 
with Mika Zibanejad, there’s certainly a place and a spot for Timo Meier.” 

Could New York send Brennan Othmann, a 2024 first-round pick (top-10 
protected), and Sammy Blais to the Sharks? 

First off, my guess is that the Rangers resist moving 2019 second-overall 
pick Kaapo Kakko or 2020 first-overall Alexis Lafreniere in the middle of 
the season. They’ve had disappointing starts to their careers, but 

Othmann was the Rangers’ first-round pick in 2021 and has a similar 
power-scoring style to Meier. Othmann scored 50 goals in 66 games in 
2021-22 in the OHL and has won back-to-back World Junior 
Championships gold medals with Canada. 

Although Othmann’s prospect profile may not be as high as it once was, 
he’s still a highly-regarded youngster, who probably still goes in the first 
round in a 2021 re-draft. The Rangers are effectively giving up the value 
of two mid-to-late first-round picks to San Jose. 

Pending UFA Sammy Blais is in this trade because without the Sharks 
retaining any of Meier’s salary, the Rangers would not be cap compliant 
without including him. 

BUFFALO SABRES 

TSN Insider Pierre LeBrun reported on Tuesday that the Sabres are 
interested in Meier. 

“Timo Meier is not you’re prototypical rental player because he’s not an 
unrestricted free agent on July 1st, he’s technically a restricted free 
agent, but also has a $10 million qualifying offer, and that has some 
teams that really like him concerned about how they can navigate that,” 
LeBrun said on TSN’s Insider Trading. 

The Sabres are not the typical Trade Deadline buyer either, as they 
currently sit three points behind the Washington Capitals for the second 
wild-card spot. But because Meier is an RFA, and the Sabres roster is 
younger, they could be looking to build around the 6-foot-1 winger for a 
long time. 

Would an offer of Jiri Kulich and the Philadelphia Flyers’ 2023 second-
round pick (acquired by Buffalo in the Rasmus Ristolainen trade) and a 
2024 third-round pick move the needle for the San Jose Sharks? 

That sounds like a low return for Meier at first, but consider that Kulich, 
the 28th-overall pick of the 2022 Draft, has seen his stock rise 
exponentially this season. The skilled forward scored seven goals in 
seven games for Czechia in the WJC while earning a silver medal, and 
it’s conceivable in a 2022 re-draft, he’d go in the top-10. 

Kulich is ranked 47th in The Athletic’s recent ranking of the best players 
and prospects, 23 and younger. 

The Sabres own three second-round picks in this upcoming draft, so I 
went with what I expect to be the highest pick in that round. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS 

Elliotte Friedman on 32 Thoughts reported that the Devils could be 
interested in acquiring Meier. 

New Jersey currently sits second in the Metropolitan division and looks 
poised for a playoff run. Meier and Nico Hischier have played together on 
the same line for Team Switzerland, which could be a reason for Meier 
wanting to sign an extension there. 

Could the Devils offer Shakir Mukhamadullin, a 2024 first-round pick (top-
15 protected), and Andreas Johnsson for Meier? 

Thought to be a reach when New Jersey picked him 20th overall in 2020, 
Mukhamadullin has more than held his own  playing against men in the 

KHL. In a 2020 re-draft, he probably goes now in the first round without 
too much question. 

Much like the Rangers’ proposal, a de facto second first-round pick would 
be included in this deal as Mukhamadullin probably isn’t a lottery-caliber 
prospect though. 

Johnsson is included in the deal for the Devils to be cap compliant. They 
would need the Sharks to retain 50% of Meier’s remaining salary this 
season and move the $2.275 million effective cap hit of the currently 
Binghamton Devils-buried Johnsson. 

Johnsson is a UFA at season’s end and could potentially resurrect his 
career with the Sharks or help the Barracuda in their playoff push. 

So would any of these offers be enough for GM Mike Grier to trade his 
sole game-changing forward? 

Or do the San Jose Sharks and Meier strike their own deal to keep the 
star winger in teal? 

Lemieux Doesn’t Close Door on Meier Returning to Sharks 

Welcome to your new home for San Jose Sharks breaking news, 
analysis and opinion. Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and don't 
forget to subscribe to SJHN+ for all of our members-only content from 
Sheng Peng and the National Hockey Now network plus an ad-free 
browsing experience. 
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In a battle of two of the NHL’s best, Bruins lose back-and-forth game to 
Lightning in Tampa 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff, Updated January 26, 2023, 9:51 p.m. 

 

TAMPA — The never-a-doubt, never-out-of-it Bruins had two comebacks 
in them on Thursday night, but not three. 

In a battle of two of the NHL’s best, the Lightning’s 3-2 win was delivered 
by defenseman Victor Hedman, who scored the winning goal at 13:19 of 
the third period. 

It came after a speedy rush from Brayden Point, who shot through the 
Bruins’ defense. Hedman fired into an open net after defenseman 
Brandon Carlo lost his balance and bowled over netminder Linus 
Ullmark. 

“Physical mistakes we never worry about, it’s mental mistakes,” Bruins 
coach Jim Montgomery said. He then pointed to one of his own, saying 
he hadn’t prepared his team properly for Tampa Bay’s fast-paced 
breakout. 

Ullmark (32 saves) was able to stop most everything else. He went down 
as the hard-luck loser in a duel with Andrei Vasilevskiy, who made 37 
saves and all but stole the first two periods. 

“I thought [Ullmark] made a lot of saves look easy,” Montgomery said. 
“Vasilevskiy played great, too. He made a lot of high-quality saves. It was 
a playoff-type game.” 

The Bruins (38-6-4) had won their previous six games by a combined 25-
7 score, were 10-1 in their last 11, and were 9-0-1 in their last 10 road 
games. They also beat the Lightning (31-15-1) in two prior meetings this 
season. 

“They got a lucky goal on that third one. We made a couple mistakes,” 
said Brad Marchand, who made it 1-1 with a wicked snap shot late in the 
second period. “They’re a good team. You make mistakes, they’re going 
to capitalize. That’s a hell of a team over there.” 
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Another unfortunate crash involving a Bruins defenseman came in the 
opening minute of the third period. The Bruins lost Charlie McAvoy after 
he slid hard into the end boards, then allowed the go-ahead goal on the 
ensuing faceoff. 

Until McAvoy’s surprise return, it looked like the worst two seconds of the 
Bruins’ season. 

McAvoy, upended during a puck race with Brandon Hagel, was down for 
some 30 seconds after apparently hitting his left shoulder/collarbone 
area. Once McAvoy labored off the ice, Nikita Kucherov beat Ullmark 
with a snap shot from the slot at 0:58 of the period, directly after David 
Krejci lost the draw cleanly to Steven Stamkos. 

But officials missed a clear violation, since a replay showed Stamkos 
smacked away Krejci’s stick before the puck touched the ice. 

“I’ve been kicked out for that many times,” Krejci said. “I don’t want to 
accuse the ref. That’s how I felt. But I haven’t seen it yet.” 

But the Czech Mates atoned. 

David Pastrnak dangled through the slot and was in danger of 
overpassing — as Krejci conceded they were guilty of a few times on 
Thursday — but Krejci smartly shifted Pastrnak’s short dish to Pavel 
Zacha. He hammered home the tying goal at 2:24 of the third. 

“We wanted to get it back really badly,” Krejci said. “Try to be better at 
creating those chances next game, and I guess make it a little more 
simple.” 

The Bruins will be off Friday before facing the Panthers at 6 p.m. 
Saturday in Sunrise. 

Breaking through against Vasilevskiy’s force field, the Bruins overcame 
an early deficit and first knotted the game at 16:58 of the second. 

In a four-on-four situation, the Bruins executed a clean line change while 
keeping possession high in the offensive zone. McAvoy and Pastrnak 
jumped off. Connor Clifton and Marchand jumped on. 

Clifton drew Hedman out high, heard Marchand screaming for the puck, 
and beat the defenseman’s check with a backhand slip. Marchand, 
streaking off the bench, had Stamkos in front of him, not the 6-foot-6-
inch, 240-pound Hedman. Marchand fired an icebound dart through a 
Stamkos screen that beat Vasilevskiy to the far corner of the net. 

“I told Pasta, that’s an incredible change by him,” Marchand said. “Little 
surprised he changed. In the O-zone, four on four, that’s where he 
thrives. Very, very unselfish by him to come off.” 

Vasilevskiy was otherwise immense, stopping a Zacha break-in, a Krejci 
chance off a turnover, a blocker denial of a Patrice Bergeron one-timer, 
and Matt Grzelcyk’s walk-in chances from the left and right wings. 

Ullmark’s highlight reel included a left pad stop on a Point break-in, a 
shorthanded Stamkos one-timer from the slot, and early in the first, a 
robbery of Anthony Cirelli from between the hashes. After closing his 
pads on a Stamkos redirect, Ullmark left for an extra skater with about 
two minutes left, but the Bruins couldn’t tie it. 

The Bruins went down at 10:42 of the first after Marchand’s high-sticking 
penalty. It was easy to diagnose the issue: The Bruins’ high-pressure 
penalty kill saw Carlo and Derek Forbort bunch together near Point and 
Kucherov. That left winger Brandon Hagel in front for a tuck. 

Emotions ran high in the first after veteran agitator Corey Perry threw an 
elbow to the face of Clifton, as the Bruins defenseman was spinning from 
a Zach Bogosian hit. Clifton cross-checked Perry from behind, and when 
the two dropped the gloves, Clifton pounded a player some 4 inches and 
20 pounds larger, and 10 years his senior. 

“They were letting a lot go,” Clifton said. “One for one. We squared it 
away.” 

The teams remained hot, with several post-whistle scrums. The crowd 
was electric, too, a blender of black and gold and blue. For most of 60 

minutes, the fans tried to outdo each other with dueling “Let’s go Bruins” 
and “Let’s go Lightning” chants, call and response, louder and louder. 

It would be a highly intense, highly skilled playoff series. They’ll next 
meet March 25 on Causeway Street. 
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Pat Maroon gets his chance to fire back at NESN’s Jack Edwards over 
comments about weight 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff,Updated January 26, 2023, 3:25 p.m. 

 

TAMPA — Jack Edwards had plenty to say about Pat Maroon in 
November. 

On Thursday, Maroon fired back. 

In a 10-minute dressing-down in the Lightning’s dressing room, the burly 
forward ripped into the longtime NESN broadcaster, who showed up at 
Maroon’s stall after the team’s morning skate at Amalie Arena. 

In full view of reporters, Lightning players, and team employees, the 34-
year-old Maroon told the 65-year-old Edwards how little he appreciated 
his comments about Maroon’s weight. 

It is the first time the Bruins have visited Tampa since Edwards, during a 
Nov. 29 Bruins-Lightning game, gave an extended commentary about 
Maroon that praised him, but also included a crack about the 6-foot-3-
inch, 238-pound winger consuming too much pizza. 

Edwards mostly stood and took it without interjection. The length and 
intensity of the one-sided conversation had the attention of most 
everyone in the room. At one point, Maroon sarcastically asked Edwards 
if he’d like to see him step on a scale. 

“I’m just watching to make sure Patty doesn’t rip his head off,” said 
Lightning defenseman Ian Cole, standing a few stalls away. 

In a conversation with the Globe afterward, Edwards said he long ago 
learned that “if you [tick] a player off, you have to go to them personally, 
the first chance you see, and stand in front of their locker stall and let 
them wear you out.” 

In his long on-air partnership with color commentator Andy Brickley, 
Edwards said, they have praised big-bodied players like Maroon for 
playing the hardest kind of hockey. 

“Bruins fans got it,” Edwards said. “They’ve been listening to me and 
Brick for 18 years. We pay tribute to Tim Kerr about 10 times a season, 
because I’ll be darned if he can get out of bed within 10 minutes of 
getting awake in the morning. He paid the price for every single goal, 
times 10. He got beaten up. He used his big body. That was in the overall 
context of that ongoing conversation that has gone on for well more than 
a decade.” 

Edwards was disappointed that the part where he poked fun at Maroon’s 
weight was clipped and shared so widely. He said the social media 
brushfire was like “dropping a match in California in early September.” 

Bruins forward Taylor Hall, who played with Maroon in Edmonton and 
New Jersey, said the rest of Edwards’s televised comments were benign. 

“He maybe went over the line a bit, but he’s in the entertainment 
business,” Hall said. “It’s a hard job, because there’s no take-backs. 
You’re in the moment the whole time. Once you start saying something, 
you kind of have to finish it. 

“I’m glad they talked. I’m sure Jack had an apology for him, because it’s 
not the first time Jack’s gone over the line. It’s always best to chat it out.” 
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It’s unfortunate to see a social media frenzy, Hall said, from “people that 
take other quotes from other people and write their own articles. The 
people that actually come and ask you the questions, it doesn’t really 
matter what they write because that’s actually their opinion, they were 
there watching and they were there interviewing.” 

Edwards, who also had a less-animated talk with Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper after the morning skate, said he reached out to the Lightning’s 
PR department the day after his comments and gave them numerous 
ways to reach him. He did not receive a response from Maroon at the 
time. The forward opted to make a $2,000 donation in Edwards’s name 
to a Tampa Bay community organization. 

“I made it clear that I respect Pat Maroon for being a three-time Stanley 
Cup champion,” Edwards said. “I respect every single player who has 
ever pulled on a sweater and played in an NHL game, because these 
are, in my mind, the best athletes in the world. 

“Yes, it was teasing. But I didn’t mean for it to be mean-spirited. I made 
that clear to Pat. I think he accepted that. Coop is a reasonable guy. We 
left it with a handshake and a smile.” 

Hall on the right side 

Jim Montgomery’s latest lineup shuffle had Hall lining up as No. 1 right 
wing. 

The left-shooting Hall, who had been riding the third line in a balanced 
forward group, is the latest to fill the slot vacated by Jake DeBrusk (hand 
and leg injuries), who could return after the All-Star break. 

Hall noted he has played right wing before, mostly during in-game 
switches, or situations where his coach dressed 11 forwards and he had 
to double-shift. Taking a ride with Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron 
was no concern. 

“It’s not really a big deal,” Hall said. “In our system, Freddy [Trent 
Frederic] and I end up on different sides all the time, and we’re both 
lefties. 

“I’ve spent a lot of time with Marchy on the power play, and I played a lot 
with Bergy last year when Marchy was suspended and hurt. 

“I’m not going to overthink it. I’m just going to go play, hunt pucks. I think 
their line plays to my strengths, north-south, hunting pucks, being a puck 
hound. So I’m excited.” 

Marchand, too, expected a smooth transition. 

“It’s about reading off each other when we come back into the zone,” he 
said. “He might just tend to drift to the left a little bit, and if he does, I’ll 
cover his spot.” 

Hall had a quiet night, landing one shot and taking a penalty in 17:24 of 
ice time in the Bruins’ 3-2 loss. 

Lining up 

Craig Smith slotted in as the No. 3 right wing, Frederic moving to the left 
side of Charlie Coyle … Linus Ullmark got the start in net, making 32 
saves, putting Jeremy Swayman in line to start Saturday against the 
Panthers. Ullmark remained atop the league in all major categories: 25-3-
1 record, 1.86 goals-against average, .937 save percentage … Faceoffs 
were an issue for the Bruins, who have had a tough time lately. They won 
48 percent of their drops (30 of 63), going 5 for 19 in the second period 
… Bergeron won an uncharacteristic 39 percent (11 of 28) … Maroon 
doled out four hits and took a penalty in 10:21. 
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Lightning cool off the Bruins, 3-2 

 

Steve Conroy 

 

The Bruins may be miles ahead of everyone else in the National Hockey 
League right now. But on Thursday at Amalie Arena, they were reminded 
that there are still some formidable teams to battle once the real season 
begins in April. 

The three-time defending Eastern Conference champions made sure of 
that. 

In what has been a rarity this year, the Tampa Bay Lightning outplayed 
the B’s in the third period to come away with a 3-2 victory, handing the 
B’s just their sixth regulation loss of the season (38-6-4) in a game they 
never led. 

“It was a great game, wasn’t it? I thought it was back and forth all night 
long,” said coach Jim Montgomery to NESN. “I think the biggest 
difference – and this is where we can learn – is there were a couple of 
details on goals against in how we want to play things. That’s the 
difference in the playoffs and that was a playoff-type game. you need to 
execute in big moments and tonight, unfortunately, we didn’t.” 

The Lightning took their third lead of the game with 6:41 left in the third 
on an odd play. After a failed step-up by Hampus Lindholm in the neutral 
zone, Brayden Point had a 2-on-1 but he didn’t execute the pass. The B’s 
did not avert disaster, however. Brandon Carlo, the lone man back, lost 
his footing and took out Linus Ullmark (32 saves), leaving an open net for 
a pinching Victor Hedman to score what turned out to be the winner. 

The B’s pulled Ullmark with a couple of minutes left and applied heavy 
pressure, but they couldn’t put another one behind Andrei Vasilevskiy, 
who was very much on his game, making 37 saves. 

“They got a lucky goal on that third one and we made a couple of 
mistakes,” Brad Marchand told reporters in Tampa. “They’re a real good 
good team so you’ve got to give them credit. But you make mistakes and 
they’re going capitalize. And that’s what happened. We had a couple of 
opportunities we didn’t bury. They got that lucky bounce on that third one. 
That’s how it goes. You’re not going to win them all. That’s a hell of a 
team over there. They’ve been to three finals the last number of years, so 
they still have the majority of their core and an incredible goalie. With 
that, they’re going to be competitive.” 

The Bolts took a 2-1 lead 58 seconds into the third period, just after an 
even more unsettling situation for the B’s. Charlie McAvoy was racing 
with Nick Perbix for a loose puck when he lost his balance and crashed 
hard to into the end boards with his surgically repaired shoulder. He left 
the game but he would return. 

On the ensuing faceoff, Steven Stamkos got the jump on David Krejci on 
a faceoff in the Boston zone, drawing it back to Nikita Kucherov, who 
snapped it home. Krejci argued that Stamkos’ stick was in the dot too 
soon but to no avail. 

“I didn’t see the replay, but (Stamkos) went straight for my stick before 
the puck touched the ice,” said Krejci. “You’re not allowed to do that. I’ve 
been kicked out for that many times. But I don’t want to accuse the ref. 
That’s how I felt, but I haven’t seen it yet.” 

Krejci helped to quickly get that one back, just 1:26 after the Kucherov 
goal. David Pastrnak gathered a blocked shot, took it in tight and dished 
it Krejci in the middle of the slot. Krejci appeared to have a shot, but he 
moved it to Pavel Zacha, who had a better one and he buried his ninth of 
the year. 

But the Bolts, who dropped the first two games in the series this year, 
would prevail. 

As one might expect whenever these two teams meet, it was an 
entertaining, highly competitive game. 

After Marchand missed his stick lift on Ian Cole and was guilty of a high 
stick, the Lightning scored the only goal of the first period at 10:42. With 
Carlo and Derek Forbort overloading to the right side on the Tampa 
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power play, Kucherov found a wide-open Brandon Hagel in front of the 
net and Hagel was able to lift a wrister over Ullmark. 

That put the B’s on the chase for a good while. 

Tempers rose a few minutes after the goal when Connor Clifton took 
exception to a late, high hit from Corey Perry and fought the veteran, first 
dropping Perry with a left and then switching to righty mid-fight to put the 
veteran on the ice to end it. 

In the second, Vasilevskiy made a a few more excellent saves, but none 
better than the one he made on Krejci. After Nick Perbix turned over the 
puck to Pastrnak, the B’s sharpshooter set up Krejci at the top of the 
crease but the centerman was robbed by a Vasilevskiy glove save. 

Ullmark, meanwhile, had to make a his stops, too, including one on a 
partial breakaway on Point on which he was fouled by Lindholm. 

The B’s the killed that off, and would finally even it up on a 4-on-4 with 
3:02 left in the second. Taylor Hall, getting a chance to play with 
Marchand and Patrice Bergeron, crashed into Vasilevskiy with help from 
a Mikhail Sergachev shove. Hall was going for goalie interference, but 
Sergachev evened it up by repeatedly crosschecking Hall on the ice. 

With a little more open space, Marchand finished off a dominant Bruin 
shift by taking a short Clifton pass and zipping a wrister from the top of 
the left circle through Stamkos’ legs to beat Vasilevskiy’s glove hand, his 
16th of the year. 

Considering the B’s entered the game with a plus-44 third period goal 
differential, they had to like their chances at that point. But this time, the 
Bolts flipped the script on them. 
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OBF: Bruins putting up cartoonish numbers 

 

Bill Speros 

 

For more than 70 years, an animated debate has raged between Bugs 
Bunny and Daffy Duck: 

“Rabbit Season vs. Duck Season.” 

It began with a trilogy of cartoons in 1951 in which – according to online 
Looney Tunes experts – Daffy gets blasted by Elmer Fudd 17 times. 
Bugs Bunny continually dupes his dim-witted nemesis into exclaiming 
“Duck Season” and demanding that Fudd fire without hesitation. 

The “Rabbit Season vs. Duck Season.” struggle continues with the latest 
iterations of Bugs and Daffy. Here, they mingle with none other than Red 
Sox co-owner LeBron James in “Space Jam 57: John Henry Gets Booed 
Again.” 

While the Tune Squad may never get a straight answer as to what time 
of year it may be, it is clear in Boston that we’re in the throes of Bear 
Season. 

“What’s up, Doc?” you may ask. 

The Bruins. They’re an NHL-best 38-5-4. They reached 80 points in 
fewer games than any other team in NHL history: 47. They are on pace 
to win a cartoonish 66 games. (The record is 62.) 

To quote Yosemite Sam: “They’re the rootinest, tootinest, leanest, 
meanest, toughest, roughest, bestest team north, south, east and west of 
the Pecos.” 

Boston dominates as the odds-on favorite at WynnBET (+475) to win the 
Stanley Cup. Those over 21 can legally back this play when the Wynn 

sports book opens at Encore Boston Harbor Tuesday at 10 a.m. Save 
me one of their 118 betting kiosks. 

Even the nicknames have a toon-like quality: Bergy, Marchy, Pasta, Griz, 
Chucky Bright Lights, the Mayor of Weymouth, Fliggy, and multiple 
iterations of “Jake.” 

Whenever the Bruins are favored to win the Stanley Cup, that’s a sign to 
start stuttering like Porky Pig. 

Fate mandates a “They haven’t done anything yet” disclaimer. 

Wails of “They’re peaking too soon, Mazz!” pierce the airwaves. 

There’s a preponderance of historic evidence that demands caution, if 
not dread. 

It’s Sylvester vs. Tweety. 

Or Wile E. Coyote chasing the Road Runner. 

The Presidents Trophy can pack the postseason potency of the Madden 
Curse, or whatever spell Gisele threw at Tom Brady. The Bruins won it in 
2020. Their Cup dreams got popped in the Toronto bubble in the second 
round – minus Tuukka Rask. The Florida Panthers earned the Presidents 
Trophy last season and didn’t win a game in the second round. 

The 2019 Tampa Bay Lightning won a record 62 games but got swept by 
No. 8-seed Columbus in the first round. The 1996 Red Wings copped 62 
wins but failed to reach the Cup Finals. 

Boston’s 80-point milestone tops the 49-game record set by the 1980 
Broad Street Bullies. Those Flyers lost the Finals to the Islanders in six 
games. (Every other team in the top five of that list would hoist the Cup in 
the same season.) 

Forget numbers. The 1970-71 Bruins were arguably the most talented 
team in franchise history. The defending Cup champs crushed the East 
with 121 points and 57 wins. An incomprehensible 10 players scored 20 
or more goals. Bobby Orr (139 points) and Phil Esposito (76 goals) were 
at their zenith. 

Fistfights raged over who got to wear the lone No. 4 shirt before street 
hockey games throughout Greater Boston. 

But thanks to a hot rookie goalie from Cornell once drafted by the Bruins 
named Ken Dryden, the Big Bad Bruins got blown up by a box of ACME 
dynamite and Montreal in the first round. 

Beep beep. 

One big reason why these Bruins haven’t done anything in April is 
because it’s still January. 

We’ve seen a collective of top-tier NHL talent playing at their best with 
flair and confidence. Add in the backstory that its core may be in the 
middle of their farewell tour, and you’ve got history in the making. 

Or faking. 

So, please, enjoy this. It’s clear the Bruins are having fun. Why shouldn’t 
you? 

The Bruins are extremely aggressive in both ends. They’re mastering a 
balance in terms of ice time between the top and bottom lines. Gone is 
the narrative that The Perfection Line must score – or else. 

David Pastrnak (Why Isn’t He Signed For 10 Years Yet?) is making a run 
at Espo’s team record of 76 goals. He’s becoming the Bruins most 
dynamic “Must See” attraction since Orr. 

So, go see him. Or DVR “Bruins In Two.” 

Coach Jim Montgomery came to Boston for his first year with the 
reputation of being a defensive mastermind. Boston leads the NHL in 
goals scored and allowed. The differential in goals scored between 
Boston and 2nd-place Buffalo was one (181-180) before Wednesday. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 27, 2023 

 

The spread in goals allowed between the Bruins and No. 2 New Jersey 
(98-123) was a whopping 25. 

Jake DeBrusk wanted out last season. This year, he is +15 with 30 
points. He scored both Boston goals in the Winter Classic and broke his 
leg in the process. He was skating this week. Winning is contagious. 

This Bear is building a layer of winter fat in the standings. The team’s 
elder talent should be tanned, rested, and ready for a deep spring run. 
“Load management” isn’t a thing in the NHL. Shaving a few seconds off 
each shift and canceling an occasional practice over an 82-game 
season, however, can keep a 37-year-old center and his 34-year-old left 
wing spry until Father’s Day. 

The Bruins face a playoff-like road test heading into the All-Star break. A 
two-game Florida swing begins tonight at TD Garden South I against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. It continues Saturday at TD Garden South II with 
the Panthers. In keeping with the Florida theme, the Bruins visit the 
(Carolina) Hurricanes Sunday. They play at Toronto Wednesday before a 
10-day layoff. 

Potential buzzkills aplenty. 

But for now, the Bruins have yet to yield their Bugs Bunny aura. 

No matter the mess, they’ll come out on top. 

Carrot, and all. 

That’s all folks. 

At least until the playoffs. 

Bill Speros (@RealOBF) can be reached at bsperos1@gmail.com. 
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Bruins trade targets: Five defensemen Boston should pursue 

 

Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins just became the fastest team to reach 80 points in a 
season. They are an absolute juggernaut loaded with impressive talent 
and depth at every position. 

So, what should a team like that do before the March 3 trade deadline to 
get even better? 

Additional depth on the blue line is always a good place to start. 
Defensive depth is critical to success in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, and a 
lack of it has been a real thorn in Boston's side during recent playoff runs. 
Injuries to defensemen are often a factor in the playoffs, so you need 
guys able to step in and play a specific role well.  

Bruins trade targets: Five forwards Boston should pursue ahead of 
deadline 

Two of the most talked about defensemen in trade rumors/speculation 
are Jakob Chychrun of the Arizona Coyotes and John Klingberg of the 
Anaheim Ducks. Chychrun is a really good player, but the cost to acquire 
him has reportedly been massive and he's not very durable. He's never 
played more than 68 games in a single season and has already missed 
19 this year. Chychrun also plays the left side, and the B's are pretty 
much set there with Hampus Lindholm, Matt Grzelcyk and Derek Forbort. 
Klingberg's scoring production is down this season and his puck 
possession metrics are not impressive at all. He's also making $7 million 
this season.  

The B's made a huge (and very successful) trade for Hampus Lindholm 
before last season's trade deadline. A defenseman of that caliber has not 
appeared in rumors/speculation this season. So, unless that changes, 

most of the logical fits will mostly be depth guys rather than top-four d-
men. 

NHL trade deadline: Ranking top 15 players teams should target 

A couple common themes you'll notice with the guys listed below are 
size, penalty killing and cheap salary cap hits. The Bruins are very close 
to the salary cap, which makes pulling off a deal for a defenseman with a 
$5-plus million cap hit pretty tough.  

Here are five defensemen the Bruins should consider pursuing before the 
trade deadline (all salary information via CapFriendly). 

Luke Schenn, Canucks 

Age: 33 

Contract: $850,000 cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Schenn is a smart, reliable defenseman who can play 15 to 18 minutes 
per game, mostly in defensive situations. He'd also contribute to the 
penalty kill, where he averages 1:47 of ice time per game for the 
Canucks this season. He leads the league with 227 hits and has blocked 
74 shots in 47 games. 

The veteran d-man has plenty of playoff experience, including 31 career 
games played and two Stanley Cup titles with the Lightning in 2019-20 
and 2020-21.  

Schenn would be a quality third-pairing or seventh defenseman for a 
contender like the Bruins. He also would provide good insurance against 
a Derek Forbort or Brandon Carlo injury on the right side of the blue line. 

Another positive about Schenn is his tiny cap hit, which the Bruins could 
absorb without moving salary out. 

Given Schenn's history with both the Lightning and Leafs, he would be a 
logical trade target for those teams. If the Bruins make the second round 
of the playoffs, their opponent would be either the Leafs or Lightning. So, 
not only would trading for Schenn give the B's better defensive depth, it 
would keep him away from a likely postseason opponent. 

Vladislav Gavrikov, Blue Jackets 

Age: 27 

Contract: $2.8 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Gavrikov is a big (6-foot-3, 213 pounds), strong, two-way defenseman 
who can log a lot of minutes (22:16 per game this season) against quality 
competition, especially in tough defensive situations. He also is a very 
good penalty killer and leads the Blue Jackets with 3:42 of shorthanded 
ice time per game. He's not a great playmaker and his scoring rates are 
down this season compared to 2021-22. Gavrikov is more of a defensive 
defenseman, and those players are valuable in the playoffs. 

His low $2.8 million cap hit also makes it easier for teams to acquire him. 
In fact, he has one of the lowest cap hits among the top-tier of rental 
defensemen on the market. 

Shayne Gostisbehere, Coyotes 

Age: 29 

Contract: $4.5 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Gostisbehere is a good offensive defenseman who creates scoring 
chances for himself and teammates. He's on pace to score 15 goals after 
finding the back of the net 14 times last season. He's also on track to tally 
40-plus points for the second consecutive campaign. His ability to 
generate offense at even strength and the power play, and transition the 
puck quickly with accurate, quick passes up ice should make him a 
coveted third-pairing addition for a contending team. Gostisbehere also 
can play a lot of minutes and ranks second on the Coyotes at 22:38 of 
ice time per game. 
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Even though he shoots left-handed, Gostisbehere plays the right side in 
Arizona, and the Bruins could use more depth on the right side of the 
blue line.  

The Coyotes are battling the Blackhawks, Blue Jackets and Ducks for the 
worst record in the league and the best draft lottery odds. The 
defenseman on the Coyotes roster getting the most attention in trade 
rumors/speculation is Jakob Chychrun, but Gostisbehere should have 
plenty of value to contenders as well. And unlike Chychrun, Gostisbehere 
is a free agent this summer, so there should be plenty of incentive for 
Arizona to trade him and continue stockpiling assets for the franchise's 
rebuild. 

Ethan Bear, Canucks 

Age: 25 

Contract: $2.2 million cap hit, RFA in 2023 

The Canucks have accounted for more than 50 percent of all shot 
attempts and shots on net at 5-on-5 when Ethan Bear and Quinn Hughes 
are on the ice. No other defensemen on the team drive puck possession 
at that level. Bear is the only Canucks defenseman with a positive 
scoring chance differential (plus-6) at 5-on-5. 

Bear doesn't take many penalties (0.38 penalties taken per 60 minutes), 
either, and he's above average in the transition game with accurate 
breakout passes from his own zone. He can contribute to the penalty kill, 
too, and is averaging 1:44 of shorthanded ice time per game. If needed, 
Bear could play 17-20 minutes overall per game as well.  

Bear is a player who could fit with Boston long term if he was acquired 
and proved to be a good fit. He's just 25 years old and will be an RFA in 
the summer.  

Justin Braun, Flyers 

Age: 35 

Contract: $1 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

Braun has been a healthy scratch for several games this season, and 
with the Flyers unlikely to contend for a playoff spot, getting any kind of 
asset for him prior to the trade deadline would be a win for Philly. 

The Bruins acquired Josh Brown from the Senators before last year's 
trade deadline for extra depth and toughness on the blue line. Braun 
would be the same type of addition. He has averaged 1:57 of 
shorthanded ice time this season, and he has plenty of size at 6-foot-2 
and 205 pounds. Braun also is a right-shot defenseman, which, as noted 
above, is something the Bruins need one more of before the playoffs. 
Braun could play late in the season when/if the Bruins wrap up home ice 
advantage throughout the playoffs, thus giving guys like Forbort and 
Carlo a nice rest before the postseason grind. 
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Talking Points: Vasilevskiy Outduels Ullmark, Lightning Win 3-2 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

 

Here are the Talking Points after the Tampa Bay Lightning snapped a 
six-game wins streak for the Boston Bruins with a 3-2 win.: 

GOLD STAR: Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy has been a 
thorn in the collective side of the Boston Bruins since 2018, when the 
Lightning beat the Bruins in five games in the second round of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. He beat them again in the second round in 2020en 
route to the first of the Bolts’ back-to-back Stanley Cups. However, this 
season the Bruins had had their way against Vasilevskiy, lighting him up 

for five goals on 29 shots in a 5-3 win on Nov. 21, and then for two goals 
on 25 shots in a 3-1 win on Nov. 29. Well, ‘The Cat’, as he’s 
affectionately known by teammates and Lightning fans, was back to his 
usual self on Thursday night and one could argue that he stole this game 
from the Bruins. Vasilevskiy stopped 37 of 39 Bruins shots in his 400th 
career game and was the difference in what felt like a playoff game at 
Amalie Arena. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy makes a save on David Pastrnak in the 2nd period 
#TBLvsBOS #GoBolts #NHLBruins pic.twitter.com/B25Cy5uYJx 

— nopClips (@nopClips) January 27, 2023 

BLACK EYE: This puck scribe has covered the NHL for over 20 years, 
and I can honestly say that Corey Perry is in the Top 10 of unlikable 
players not just on the ice for his opponents but off it dealing with media 
and people in general. In the humble opinion of yours truly, Perry doesn’t 
respect his fellow NHLer and has and always will be a dirty player. That’s 
why, I’ll admit, it wasn’t hard to watch Boston Bruins defenseman Connor 
Clifton absolutely pummel the veteran Lightning winger after Perry laid a 
cheap shot elbow on him, and then tried to take Clifton’s head off with a 
two-hander that thankfully missed. Perry is one of the best competitors of 
his era and a Stanley Cup champion but too many times, he crosses the 
line. 

Connor Clifton has no problem taking down Corey Perry: 
pic.twitter.com/KmiatsUXBy 

— Evan Marinofsky (@EvanMarinofsky) January 27, 2023 

TURNING POINT: It has been a rare occurrence this season, but the 
Boston Bruins had an absolute and complete breakdown in their neutral 
zone coverage on Victor Hedman’s game-winning goal with 6:41 left in 
regulation. Credit to the Tampa Bay Lightning for capitalizing on the 
absolute cluster-bleep the Bruins were in that sequence. 

Victor Hedman steps into the loose puck and finds twine, giving the 
Lightning the lead in the third!#GoBolts pic.twitter.com/CnclI0olfR 

— Hockey Daily 365 l NHL Highlights (@HockeyDaily365) January 27, 
2023 

HONORABLE MENTION: While his stats and the fact he reached 25 
wins faster than any NHL goalie in history are amazing, one thing that’s 
been just as impressive has been the fight in Linus Ullmark. That fight 
has given the Bruins a chance to win every game, and Ullmark did that 
again on Thursday, stopping 32 of 35 Lightning shots. It was clear that 
his teammates weren’t as sharp as they usually are in front of him but 
Ullmark wasn’t going to allow that to be an excuse for a not so great night 
from him. Instead he continued to look like the Vezina Trophy candidate 
he is. 

Huge stop by Linus Ullmark on Brayden Point: 
pic.twitter.com/ueSxKS020V 

— Evan Marinofsky (@EvanMarinofsky) January 27, 2023 

BY THE NUMBERS: 5 – In five out of their six regulation losses, the 
Boston Bruins have not led at any point in the game. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “It was a great game wasn’t it? I thought it was back 
and forth all night long. I think the biggest difference and where we can 
grow is there’s a couple details in goals against where we made mistakes 
in how we wanna play things and it’s an opportunity. That’s a difference 
in the playoffs and that’s a playoff type game, and you need to execute 
and make moments and tonight, unfortunately we didn’t. It’s an 
opportunity for us to learn and grow, and get better.” – Boston Bruins 
head coach Jim Montgomery in his NESN postgame show. 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 01.27.2023 

1266324 Boston Bruins 

 

Connor Clifton Pummels Corey Perry After Perry Elbows Him 
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Jimmy Murphy 

 

Boston Bruins defenseman Connor Clifton absolutely pummeled veteran 
Tampa Bay Lightning winger Corey Perry in the first period of Tuesday 
night’s tilt between the Lightning and Bruins in Tampa Bay. 

After Perry laid a late and dirty elbow on Clifton, the Bruins defenseman 
rightfully took exception and roughed Perry up the next chance he got. 
Perry, who has a history of dirty play, showed his true character (or lack 
there of), again and swung his stick at Clifton from behind, but thankfully 
for Clifton and the Bruins, he missed. The next chance they got, the two 
combatants dropped the gloves. 

Connor Clifton has no problem taking down Corey Perry: 
pic.twitter.com/KmiatsUXBy 

— Evan Marinofsky (@EvanMarinofsky) January 27, 2023 

In the words of the referee in Slapshot when ‘Killer Carlson’ got his you-
know-what handed to him in a fight, “Too Much, Too Soon” for Perry. 
Apparently the 37-year-old Lightning winger and 2007 Stanley Cup 
champion didn’t pay attention to the scouting report on the 27-year-old 
Connor Clifton who is having one heck of a contract year for the Boston 
Bruins this season. 

This was Perry’s sixth fight of the season, and the fourth of the season 
for Clifton. Based on this bout on Tuesday night, Perry is either slacking 
off in his research of opponents, or he’s losing his touch because the 
young Jedi schooled him in this one! 
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Game 48: Boston Bruins @ Tampa Bay Lightning Lines, Preview 

 

Joe Haggerty 

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Preview: 

Boston Bruins (38-5-4, 80 pts) vs Tampa Bay Lightning (30-15-1, 61 pts) 

TIME: 7:00 P.M. ET 

TV: NESN, Bally Sports Sun 

Radio: 98.5 The Sports Hub 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-Fourth line center Tomas Nosek is out for at least a month after suffering 
a displaced fracture in his left foot. Billerica native Marc McLaughlin has 
been called up from Providence to take Nosek’s spot on the roster after a 
solid AHL season that followed an excellent training camp for the former 
Boston College captain. McLaughlin did not dress for Tuesday night’s 
Bruins game against the Canadiens. 

–Taylor Hall has been moved up to the B’s top line after snapping a 16-
game goal-scoring drought in the win over Montreal, and will swing over 
to the right wing to play with Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand. Hall 
scored two goals for the Boston Bruins in their last meeting in Boston 
back in November, a 3-1 win for the Black and Gold. 

-Goalie Linus Ullmark will get the start for the Boston Bruins in net 
against the Lightning. Ullmark is 5-1-0 with a 1.53 goals against average 
and a .940 save percentage. 

Tampa Bay Lightning Notes 

-Apparently there was a head-to-head in person chat between Pat 
Maroon and NESN play-by-play guy Jack Edwards after Tampa’s 
morning skate at Amalie Arena on Thursday. It sounds like it didn’t go all 
that well for Jack with a pretty unsympathetic ear from a perturbed 
Maroon. 

-The Lightning are 0-2-0 against the Boston Bruins this season and will 
need a win to even begin to put a dent in the 19-point lead that Boston 
holds over them in the Atlantic Division right now. 

-Andrei Vasilevskiy is expected to get the start for the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in net. 

Boston Bruins Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-Taylor Hall 

Pavel Zacha-David Krejci-David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic-Charlie Coyle-Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno-Joona Koppanen-AJ Greer 

Defense: 

Matt Grzelcyk-Charlie McAvoy 

Hampus Lindholm-Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort-Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Linus Ullmark 

Jeremy Swayman 

Tampa Bay Lightning Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brandon Hagel-Brayden Point-Nikita Kucherov 

Anthony Cirelli-Steve Stamkos-Alex Killorn 

Ross Colton-Nick Paul-Pat Maroon 

Vladislav Namestnikov-Marc-Edouard Bellemare-Corey Perry 

Defense 

Victor Hedman-Zach Bogosian 

Ian Cole-Erik Cernak 

Mikhail Sergachev-Cal Foote 

Goalies 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 
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Source: Bruins Would Need To Include Carlo Or DeBrusk For Horvat 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

 

If the Boston Bruins are going to be serious contenders in the NHL trade 
sweepstakes for Vancouver Canucks captain Bo Horvat, they will have to 
include a current roster player in addition to a top prospect and a 2023 
first round pick. 
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Last Saturday, Sportsnet Insider Jeff Marek reported that Vancouver 
Canucks general manager Patrik Allvin wants ‘three players including a 
top prospect’ in any trade for Horvat, who is set to become an 
unrestricted free agent on July 1. So who could those players be on the 
Boston Bruins roster? 

According to a well-placed NHL source, the Canucks have always liked 
both Bruins defenseman Brandon Carlo and winger Jake DeBrusk, and 
one of those players would likely need to be included in any trade 
package Bruins general manager Don Sweeney offers to Allvin. 

“Boston would have to part with DeBrusk or Carlo I’d think,” the source 
opined to Boston Hockey Now earlier this week. 

Numerous texts and calls to other NHL sources seemed to be in 
agreement but said that DeBrusk and Carlo were two names they have 
not heard bantered about in NHL trade chatter. One even claimed that 
his team had inquired about DeBrusk in the preseason and was told that 
the 26-year-old winger was not available. If that’s true then one would 
have to think DeBrusk is even more untouchable given the career season 
he’s been having with 16 goals and 14 assists in 36 games this season. 

As for Carlo, he is an integral part of the top 4 pairings of the Bruins’ blue 
line, and with the team off to the best start in NHL history, Sweeney 
probably doesn’t want to tamper with his defense unless he had a player 
of equal caliber coming back. Carlo has one goal and seven assists in 43 
games this season and has successfully been paired with either Hampus 
Lindholm or Matt Grzelcyk by new head coach Jim Montgomery. 

If Sweeney is trading a key roster player, then he’s going to want to know 
that he can extend Bo Horvat past this season. As of now, Allvin is not 
allowing interested NHL trade suitors for Horvat to discuss an extension 
with his Horvat’s agent Patrick Morris. Horvat is in the final season of a 
six-year contract he signed as a restricted free agent in 2017 and that 
carries a $5.5 million AAV. After a career-high 31 goals last season, the 
6-foot, 215-pound, 27-year-old pivot has 31 goals and 50 points in 48 
games this season. 

The NHL trade deadline is five weeks from Friday so we should find out 
soon just how serious Sweeney and the Bruins are about their interest in 
Horvat and other players on the NHL trade market. 
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Taylor Hall Will Start On Bruins' Top Line Against Lightning 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

 

After snapping a 16-game goalless drought by scoring in the 4-2 win for 
the Boston Bruins over the Montreal Canadiens on Tuesday night, Bruins 
winger Taylor Hall has been promoted to the team’s top line. 

With Boston Bruins winger Jake DeBrusk (hand, lower-body injury), out 
of the lineup since Jan. 2, Hall has been moved up to the top line in-
game at times, but this will be the first game this season that he will start 
the game riding shotgun with Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand. 

His powerplay goal at 14:12 of the second period on Tuesday in Montreal 
came at a great time not just for him but for the Bruins who had just fallen 
behind 1-0 in the middle frame. 

Taylor Hall snaps his 16-game goalless drought. 

1-1 game. pic.twitter.com/9I5Vqot8zV 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) January 25, 2023 

During his 16-game scoreless stretch, Hall never sulked or let any other 
areas of his game slip. On of the knocks on Hall in the past is that he was 
only focused on scoring and individual accolades. However, since he, 

along with forward Curtis Lazar, were acquired by the Boston Bruins (in 
exchange for Anders Bjork and a 2021 second round draft pick), from the 
Buffalo Sabres at the 2021 NHL Trade Deadline, Taylor Hall has bought 
into the team and two-way hockey. Whether it was for Bruce Cassidy 
through the end of the 2021-22 season or Jim Montgomery this season, 
Hall has continually sacrificed for the better of the team. 

“He’s doing so many little things to help us win and that’s what’s been so 
impressive,” Boston Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery said of Hall 
recently. “He hasn’t felt sorry for himself not scoring or anything like that. 
He’s working hard and doing everything but score.” 

Taylor Hall just went 16 games without scoring a goal and I honestly 
didn't see one negative tweet or comment about him during those 16 
games. That's a credit to him not letting the rest of his game slip, and 
#NHLBruins being so good. @BOSHockeyNow 

— MurphysLaw74 (@MurphysLaw74) January 25, 2023 

With his goal on Tuesday, Hall now has 14 goals to go with 17 assists in 
47 games this season. Hall is six goals shy of the 20 he scored in 81 
games in his first full season with the Boston Bruins last season. 

Per Matt Porter of the Boston Globe, here’s what the rest of the lineup 
should look like for the Bruins against the Lightning in Tampa Bay on 
Thursday night. 

Bruins projected lineup in Tampa: 

Marchand-Bergeron-Hall 

Zacha-Krejci-Pastrnak 

Frederic-Coyle-Smith 

Foligno-Koppanen-Greer 

Grzelcyk-McAvoy 

Lindholm-Carlo 

Forbort-Clifton 

Ullmark 

Swayman 

— matt porter (@mattyports) January 26, 2023 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 01.27.2023 

1266328 Boston Bruins 

 

Boston Bruins Relishing Golden Chance To Be 'Road Warriors' 

 

Joe Haggerty 

 

The Boston Bruins have shown they are ready for every challenge thus 
far this season, so why not throw another one at them in the middle of 
the regular season? 

After last weekend’s win over the San Jose Sharks, the Boston Bruins 
are on the road and will stay on the road for the next few weeks with an 
NHL All-Star break thrown in for good measure. Following Tuesday 
night’s comeback 4-2 win over the Montreal Canadiens at the Bell 
Centre, the Bruins now head to Florida for road games against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, Florida Panthers, Carolina Hurricanes and the 
Toronto Maple Leafs headed into All-Star weekend. 

The Boston Bruins will likely come home for a day or two in between the 
southern trip and the trek to Toronto, but they won’t play another home 
game at TD Garden until Feb. 11 against the Washington Capitals. 
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That is a lifetime from now in NHL terms, so the Bruins look forward to 
meeting the challenge away from TD Garden. 

“Obviously this is a different feel at home with how we’ve played and they 
we’ve handled ourselves [at TD Garden],” said Nick Foligno. “But I think 
we just like the opportunity every single time to step on the ice and play 
really well. We talk about the process. Every time we step on the ice it’s a 
chance to assert ourselves again as a really good team. 

“Then we get on the road, and we get to be road warriors. It’s a great 
opportunity coming up, hunkering down and going into other team’s 
buildings with them knowing who we are. Then it’s an opportunity to 
show them our best. That’s the motivation: Try to get to our best every 
single game and it’s worked so far.” 

Clearly there is a bonding aspect to long road trips like this one for the 
Boston Bruins, and a chance to be away from some of the distractions 
that are naturally there during a long homestand. But it’s also a chance to 
find that adversity that the Boston Bruins have been looking for all year to 
test themselves after rolling through the league thus far at an 
unprecedented clip. 

It hardly seems like a massive challenge for a team that’s the fastest in 
NHL history to reach 80 points, and is a dominant 16-4-1 on the road 
thus far this season. But it’s also a Bruins team that will be facing stiff 
challenges in the Lightning, Panthers, Hurricanes and Maple Leafs as 
four of the best Eastern Conference teams alongside them. 

The Canadiens were the veritable pushover on this grinding road 
odyssey and the Bruins even needed to muster up their best against a 
motivated Habs team that had goalie Sam Montembeault standing on his 
head between the pipes. 

“I feel like against Montreal, it’s always a special place to play, a special 
team to play against for myself, but I think for the whole group,” said 
Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron. “I think we all recognize the 
rivalry but also the tradition on both sides. It’s always a lot of fun. It brings 
out the best in everyone. You can tell, too, Montreal wanted it and played 
a great game against us. 

“A lot of good teams [during the road trip]. I think before the break, we 
want to end on a good note. I think we’ve been doing a good job all year 
of taking it one game at a time. Right now, we’re focusing on [the game 
in Montreal]. But definitely a good challenge for us for this whole road 
trip.” 

Certainly it’s going to be more difficult for the Boston Bruins as they are a 
little more beatable on the road than they are at TD Garden where they 
have built up a 22-1-3 record, and enjoy perhaps the greatest home ice 
advantage of all time at this point in an NHL season. 

“Man, it’s a lot of fun,” said Charlie McAvoy, of Boston’s home ice 
advantage. “[You] show up for work every night and you can feel like you 
can win every night. I think everyone brings out the best in each other. 
You just want to savor it right, because it’s really special what we got 
going on here.” 

  Charlie McAvoy on the #NHLBruins home success: "Man, it’s a lot of 
fun. Show up for work every night and you feel like you can win every 
night. I think everyone brings out the best in each other. You just want to 
savor it because it’s really special what we got going on here." 
pic.twitter.com/DabrMSfEmI 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) January 23, 2023 

It’s loud, it’s intimidating to opponents and it’s going to become a big 
advantage come Stanley Cup playoff time, but it’s not going to help the 
Boston Bruins over the next few weeks while they become road warriors. 
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Bruins Daily: Bruins, O'Reilly; Meier; NHL Trade Market 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

 

As the NHL trade rumor wire continued to heat up on Wednesday, there 
was actually an old-fashioned, two-for-two trade between the Colorado 
Avalanche and San Jose Sharks. 

That, Bruins and NHL news, and more NHL trade rumors in the latest 
Boston Hockey Now Bruins Daily: 

NYI: New York Islanders general manager Lou Lamoriello is owning his 
mistakes with roster construction. Will he be active on the NHL trade 
market before the March 3 NHL Trade Deadline? 

PHI: Philadelphia Flyers head coach John Tortorella has been impressed 
with his team despite their recent skid. 

PIT: Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry will be on the injury shelf 
again until after the NHL All-Star break. Will there come a point where 
the Penguins need to acquire a goalie before the NHL trade deadline just 
in case the Jarry injury woes continue? 

WSH: So will Washington Capitals winger Anthony Mantha be moved 
before the Trade Deadline or not? 

DET: Amidst trade rumors surrounding him, Detroit Red Wings forward 
Tyler Bertuzzi is ready to play again. 

COL: The Colorado Avalanche re-acquired an old friend in a two-for-two 
trade with the San Jose Sharks. 

VGK: Does Ryan O’Reilly make sense for the Vegas Golden Knights to 
acquire on the Trade market 

LAK: Are the Los Angeles Kings playing physical enough? 

SJS: So why exactly is San Jose Sharks winger Timo Meier on the trade 
market? 

Canada Hockey Now 

MTL: What’s the latest on contract extension talks for Montreal 
Canadiens sniper Cole Caufield? 

NHL 

Two game into his Vancouver Canucks coaching career and Rick 
Tocchet has already called his team ‘soft’ 

Head Coach Rick Tocchet meets with the media postgame.@theprovince 
| #Canucks pic.twitter.com/I3xg4OoJ7g 

— Vancouver Canucks (@Canucks) January 26, 2023 

On Bell ‘Let’s talk’ Day, Toronto Maple Leafs star forward Mitch Marner 
spoke out about how being the victim of a carjacking has affected his 
mental health. 
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Buckley: Notion that Bruins, Celtics somehow benefit from adversity is a 
losing argument 

 

Steve Buckley 

 

The Celtics can perform a tremendous service for the Boston sports 
market Thursday night by stepping inside TD Garden and beating the 
Knicks. 
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The obvious benefit is win = good. The added benefit is that folks get an 
extra bounce in their step any time a Boston team beats a New York 
team, even if Celtics-Knicks isn’t as big a deal as Celtics-Nets (hello 
there, Kyrie), Patriots-Jets/Giants, Bruins-Rangers or, of course, Red 
Sox-Yankees. 

But on a what-have-you-done-for-me-lately basis, a Celtics victory over 
the Knicks Thursday night will snap the Green’s “losing streak” at two 
games, and thereby put to rest, at least for now, the ridiculous notion that 
Boston’s winter sports teams would somehow benefit if they hit the skids 
for a couple of weeks. 

The argument goes like this: The Bruins and Celtics, who currently have 
the best records in their respective leagues, have yet to face any real 
adversity this season. At the pace they’re on, then, they might not be 
able to right themselves come tourney time if they get knocked around a 
little. 

Bruins coach Jim Montgomery touched on this very point last week, 
saying, “I’ve always thought it would be healthy at some point to go 
through that.” The first-year Bruins coach added that he was surprised 
the B’s didn’t have a losing streak from mid-December into the new year, 
noting that “there were a lot of games where we just weren’t very sharp 
and our goaltenders had to be great.” 

Montgomery is making my point for me. While losing streaks really jump 
out in the standings — nobody likes to see an “L 5” sitting next to their 
team — they aren’t always the best jumping-off point in a discussion 
about a team’s ability to handle adversity. What also matters is how a 
team handles in-game adversity, and it appears the Bruins have been 
doing just fine in that department. 

Take, for instance, the Bruins’ 4-2 victory over the Canadiens Tuesday 
night in Montreal. True, Bruins-Canadiens isn’t much in the looks 
department anymore, the Habs having won just 20 games this season, 
but there was plenty of noise at the Bell Centre when the two teams took 
the ice. The Canadiens were coming off a 3-2 overtime victory over the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, and against the Bruins Tuesday night the game 
was deadlocked 2-2 in the third period. But with under three minutes 
remaining in regulation, Patrice Bergeron won a faceoff to the right of 
Canadiens goaltender Sam Montembeault, and in the ensuing scramble 
in the slot, he lifted a shot into the net. David Pastrnak’s empty-netter 
iced it. 

The Canadiens played a tough game, and Montembeault frustrated the 
Bruins all night. If you want to see the Bruins overcome adversity, just 
watch this game; you don’t need a losing streak. 

So … the Celtics. Their 121-118 overtime victory against the Warriors 
last week at TD Garden left some followers unimpressed, even if, gee, 
beating the team you lost to in the NBA Finals just seven months earlier 
happens to be a righteous big deal. The Celtics then extended their 
winning streak to nine games by beating Toronto, but then came . . . the 
“losing streak.” They lost to the Magic 113-98 in Orlando, and then 
headed further south to Miami the next night and were 98-95 losers 
against the Heat. The Celtics managed to go six-and-a-half minutes in 
the fourth quarter without scoring a point, during which the Heat went on 
a 15-0 run. 

The Celtics were without Marcus Smart, Al Horford, Jaylen Brown and 
Malcolm Brogdon. Get the guys on the floor, the logic goes, and it’s a 
different outcome. Then again, a team with championship aspirations 
shouldn’t be allowing 15 straight points, regardless of who’s on the floor 
and who’s on the medic’s table. 

Yes, Smart’s sprained right ankle will need to be monitored. As for MVP 
candidate Jayson Tatum, whose pass to Grant Williams in the corner for 
the would-be game-tying 3-pointer was intercepted by Tyler Herro, he’s 
said that his balky left wrist may require surgery when the season is over. 
Celtics interim coach Joe Mazzulla sat him out of the Toronto game. So 
keep an eye on all that. 

But a loss to the Knicks Thursday night will mean three straight L’s  — as 
in L 3 in the standings — and that’ll get a lot of people dusting off that 

discussion, directed at the Bruins a few weeks ago, that this might be a 
swell time to toughen-up for the postseason by ”overcoming adversity.” It 
was a tinny discussion two weeks ago and it’ll be a tinny discussion if it 
resurfaces. 

The Celtics (35-14) have the best record in the NBA. The Bruins (38-5-4, 
80 points) are on a pace to have the best regular season in their history. 
Just for kicks, I looked at the best regular seasons in history (in terms of 
victories) by the Red Sox, Bruins, Celtics and Patriots to see what it 
foretells as the playoffs approach. The results are not pretty. 

2018 Red Sox (108-54) — Won the World Series in six games over the 
Los Angeles Dodgers. Longest losing streak: The Sox had four three-
game losing streaks. 

1970-71 Bruins (57-14-7, 121 points) — Eliminated in the first round of 
playoffs in seven games by the Canadiens. Longest losing streak: Four in 
a row, near the end of the season. But they won three straight games — 
two of them against the Canadiens — to close out the regular season. It’s 
all moot, though, because it was Ken Dryden’s eye-popping goaltending 
that doomed the Bruins in the first round. 

1972-73 Celtics  (68-14) — Lost to the Knicks in the second round 
(Eastern Conference Finals in those days) in seven games. Longest 
losing streak: They had one two-game losing streak. Interestingly, both 
losses were against the Knicks. 

2007 Patriots (16-0) — Lost to the New York Giants in Super Bowl XLII. 
Longest losing streak: Nada. 

The reality of losing streaks is that they can’t be ordered up and then 
used for locker room speeches and life lessons. Besides, the focus 
should be on why these teams might lose a few games, not merely that 
they are losing. 

The Athletic’s Jared Weiss put it best with his observation that “most of 
(the Celtics’) poor performances of late have been more about availability 
than culpability.” In other words, the Celtics haven’t been playing some 
bad basketball; they’ve been playing some banged-up basketball. 

Now if you want to talk turnovers and timeouts, pull up a chair. 
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The Bruins’ unexpected greatness, explained: 7 factors behind a 
surprising run at the NHL record books 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

By every measure, the Bruins are the class of the NHL. 

They are the league’s highest-scoring team (3.81 goals per game). They 
allow the fewest goals (2.02). Their penalty kill (86.8 percent) is best in 
class. They have the No. 2 power play (27.2 percent). They’ve lost just 
one regulation game at home. 

And it’s not only dominance relative to the current field. The numbers are 
becoming historic. 

Their points percentage of .851 is currently the second-best in NHL 
history, behind only the 1929-30 Bruins (.875). They are on pace for 66 
wins, which would break the NHL record by four. 

They’ve also outscored opponents 179-95. If they keep up that rate, they 
will have a goal differential of plus-147 by season’s end, the highest 82-
game pace since the 1978-79 Islanders. 

Had Jim Montgomery pitched any of this during his job interview last 
June, the bosses would have laughed him out of the room. To most 
observers, a playoff spot was what Boston was competing for in 2022-23 
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— not a title. Even to the Bruins’ first-year coach, this level of success is 
above expectations. 

“Immensely,” Montgomery said. “I didn’t know players would be so 
receptive to new ideas. That’s not usually the case, especially when 
they’ve had so much success, like these guys have had. Their attitudes, 
their willingness to be coached is way beyond anything. I thought I would 
have had to explain the why several times. You have to sell what you’re 
doing as a coach — why this will work and why this will improve our 
chances, whether it’s offensively or defensively. 

“I’ve only had to explain the why once. It’s a group that wants to be really 
good. For a coach, that’s all you can ask for.” 

Of course, having a group that wants to be really good isn’t enough. 
There’s something different about what’s going on in Boston. 

How do we explain it? Here are the biggest factors. 

1. Coaching 

The boldness of dismissing Bruce Cassidy, who had led the team to six 
playoff appearances in six seasons, and replacing him with Montgomery 
has awakened the players. The team is playing freer under Montgomery. 
The first-year coach has not been as rigid with his demands for structure 
as Cassidy. As such, players such as Brandon Carlo, who withered at 
times under Cassidy’s critiques, are happier and performing better.  

Brandon Carlo is free to fly after a coaching change. 
https://t.co/YEybR7zgEm 

— Fluto Shinzawa (@FlutoShinzawa) September 15, 2022 

As a tactician, Montgomery’s preference for offensive optimization has 
brought five-on-five offense to life. And the Bruins’ defensive commitment 
has not been compromised. The Bruins have practiced aggressive all-
areas defensive pursuit to pressure opposing puck carriers and trigger 
their transition game. Montgomery and his assistants have emphasized 
angling and stick positioning to keep threats to the perimeter. 

2. Happy returns at center 

The Bruins in the offseason were facing a situation in which they could 
potentially have played 2022-23 without Patrice Bergeron, who was 
considering retirement, or David Krejci, who played in Czechia last 
season. They would have been in trouble had that happened. 

Instead, the pair re-signed at a combined $3.5 million average annual 
value. It is a laughable sum considering how they’ve performed.  

The 37-year-old Bergeron (38 points, fourth-most on the team) is doing 
his usual two-way thing on the No. 1 line. Opponents are averaging 1.84 
expected goals per 60 minutes of five-on-five play against the Bruins with 
Bergeron on the ice, according to Natural Stat Trick. It is the lowest rate 
of any NHL forward with 500-plus five-on-five minutes.  

Krejci, 36, fittingly recorded three assists in his 1,000th game while 
centering an all-Czech line between Pavel Zacha and David Pastrnak. 
He has 12 goals and 39 points in 42 games on the season (third on the 
team). The bang for the buck the Bruins are getting out of the 
experienced pair is unmatched. 

3. Linus Ullmark’s breakthrough 

Before this season, 158 games of NHL data for Ullmark told the story of 
an average goalie. There has been nothing average about the second-
year Bruin this season. The 29-year-old (.938 all-situations save 
percentage, best of any regular goalie) is at the tip of the spear for 
Vezina Trophy consideration. 

Linus Ullmark, elite consistency, and an unexpected Vezina push. 
https://t.co/wWQPStMj2z 

— Fluto Shinzawa (@FlutoShinzawa) January 5, 2023 

Ullmark is not just the product of team success. The All-Star is averaging 
0.939 goals saved above expected per 60 minutes of all-situations play, 

per MoneyPuck. It is the highest mark in the league, signaling how far 
he’s exceeding expectations.  

He is more settled off the ice following a midseason move last year. 
Stylistically, Ullmark has incorporated more movement into his technique 
to put him in better position for follow-up chances. 

4. Hampus Lindholm’s all-around excellence 

One of Cassidy’s regrets after his dismissal was not having the 
opportunity to coach Lindholm from the start of a season. A full training 
camp and incorporation into Montgomery’s system have expressed more 
of Lindholm’s toolbox than he showed upon arriving from Anaheim at last 
year’s trade deadline. 

The left-shot defenseman has done it all this season. He’s averaged a 
team-high 23:35 of playing time per game. He leads team defensemen 
with 31 points, including nine on the power play. At five-on-five, he has a 
68.57 percent goals-for rate, best of any NHL defenseman with 800-plus 
minutes. 

Now Montgomery has two alpha dogs in Lindholm and Charlie McAvoy. 

“You just feel so confident on the bench that nothing bad’s going to 
happen. You’re only wondering what he’s going to make happen,” 
Montgomery said. “Same thing when Charlie’s out there. With the season 
Hampus has had and the load he had to carry when Charlie was out and 
leading our D corps, it’s unfortunate. He should be an All-Star, in my 
opinion.” 

5. Depth at every position 

Pastrnak, No. 2 in goal scoring after Connor McDavid, is playing on the 
second line. Because Bergeron and Krejci returned, Charlie Coyle is 
centering the third line. Taylor Hall, the 2017-18 MVP, is on Coyle’s left 
flank, a spot that suits him well. 

On what team is Taylor Hall a No. 3 left wing? One that’s 19-3-0. 
https://t.co/XDwYZLOo7J 

— Fluto Shinzawa (@FlutoShinzawa) November 30, 2022 

On defense, Lindholm and McAvoy are both No. 1 defensemen. Matt 
Grzelcyk, once the point man on the No. 1 power-play unit, is primarily an 
even-strength player. 

In goal, Jeremy Swayman is back in peak form. He has a .938 save 
percentage over his last eight starts. The Bruins have two aces. 

6. Maximizing cap value 

That the Bruins are cap-compliant points to general manager Don 
Sweeney’s team-building magic. It’s not just that Sweeney utilized $4.5 
million in performance bonuses (which projects to be applied to next 
season’s cap as overage penalties) to bring Bergeron and Krejci closer to 
numbers within reason. The GM locked in his stars with contracts that 
define the term team-friendly. 

Consider, according to colleagues Shayna Goldman and Dom 
Luszczyszyn, the market value of the following players: Pastrnak ($15.1 
million), Lindholm ($14 million), McAvoy ($13.5 million), Marchand ($13.4 
million), Bergeron ($11.6 million), Jake DeBrusk ($10.4 million), Ullmark 
($9.3 million) and Matt Grzelcyk ($9 million). 

The eight players would earn a cap-busting $96.3 million. In reality, their 
total combined average annual value is $43,979,167, or less than half 
their market value. 

7. No issues with early injuries 

The Bruins started the season without Grzelcyk (shoulder), Marchand 
(hips) and McAvoy (shoulder). All three are among the best at their 
respective job descriptions. Jakub Zboril, Jakub Lauko and Mike Reilly 
were some of the trickledown fill-ins asked to perform. 

The Bruins went 3-1-0 without Grzelcyk. They were 7-1-0 by the time 
Marchand made his season debut on Oct. 27. By the time McAvoy 
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returned on Nov. 10, they were 11-2-0. All three came back earlier than 
expected. 

“We feel like we’re doing something special,” said forward Nick Foligno. “I 
know you guys have heard that talked about a lot. But we really feel that. 
There’s a lot of storylines, things going on here. This is a really fun group. 
We care deeply about each other. 

“We want to make this a special year.” 

They’re well on their way to achieving just that. 

Best NHL regular seasons 

By points percentage: 

By goal differential (82-game pace): 
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Kings continue road trip with back-to-back in Florida 

 

Andrew Knoll 

5-6 minutes 26/01/2023 

 

The Kings will continue their grind in the Sunshine State with back-to-
back games against the Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning as 
they progress through the back half of a half-dozen-game road swing. 

Those matchups will wrap up the season series with both squads. The 
Kings defeated both teams in their previous meetings. They edged 
Florida, 5-4, on Nov. 5 and played one of their most comprehensive 
games of the campaign in a 4-2 win over Tampa on Oct. 25. 

A third-period comeback in Philadelphia on Tuesday put the Kings on the 
correct side of the ledger during the trip. Kevin Fiala’s overtime winner 
came on the heels of Samuel Fagemo’s third-period equalizer and two 
earlier tallies from team captain Anze Kopitar, who leads the Kings this 
season in points against the Florida teams with three. 

“We’ve been in this situation before where we know what we’ve got to do 
and it’s just a matter of executing,” Kopitar said. 

Kopitar’s first marker came with the extra man and the Kings have scored 
12 power-play goals in 12 games. Overall, if they can maintain their 
current conversion rate through the rest of the season, it will represent 
the greatest improvement from one year to the next in franchise history. 
The 1986-87 Kings leaped 7.8% from the campaign prior, while the 2022-
23 Kings have catapulted their figure by 8.2%. 

That success has continued even without some mainstays on the man 
advantage. Gabe Vilardi has yet to rejoin the team on this trip while 
Arthur Kaliyev and Trevor Moore remain on injured reserve. 

The Kings have also cut down the porous defensive performances. Of 
the 13 games in which they’ve given up five goals or more, just three 
have come since Dec. 15. None of the six instances in which they’ve 
allowed more than five goals came during that span, as long scoring 
plays against and defensive confusion have diminished noticeably. 

“As the year has gone on, we’ve found a little bit more consistency. 
We’ve played more within our structure,” defenseman Mikey Anderson 
said. “Obviously, at times, it can sway away, but, as a group now, I think 
we’re able to recognize when something like that is happening and we’re 
able to turn the tide.” 

As the trip wore on – after playing three games in four nights, the Kings 
will finish with three in seven – the Kings varied the past two days 

between on-ice work on breakouts and a bit of leisure time on the shores 
of Fort Lauderdale. 

“It’s funny, we obviously live in L.A. and a bunch of us live near the 
beaches, but when you’re on the road and get the chance to do it as a 
team, it’s a different vibe, and it was fun,” defenseman Sean Walker said. 

Beyond soccer on the Florida sand, the Kings will first face a franchise 
seeking to recapture its identity and then they’ll see an organization with 
perhaps the most proven formula in the NHL. 

Last season, the Panthers won the Presidents’ Trophy as the league’s 
top team by record. But they fizzled out in the playoffs, being swept by 
their in-state rivals, and opted to make their second coaching change in 
nine months when they hired Paul Maurice. He was hardly the only new 
face in Florida as they dealt leading scorer Jonathan Huberdeau and 
defenseman MacKenzie Weegar as part of a package to Calgary in 
exchange for winger Matthew Tkachuk. 

Tkachuk has long been a thorn in the Kings’ side and little has changed 
with the move to Florida. He drew their ire in the earlier meeting when he 
stuck the blade of his stick inside goalie Jonathan Quick’s mask toward 
the end of the match. He has been as advertised for Florida, sitting 
comfortably ahead of center Aleksander Barkov for the team scoring 
lead. On the whole, however, the Panthers have struggled to rekindle the 
magic of last season and were on the outside of the playoff picture 
looking in entering Thursday’s action. 

Tampa Bay has found a way to stay in the mix perpetually, qualifying for 
the Stanley Cup Final in three consecutive years and now remaining on 
pace for their ninth playoff appearance in the past decade. The Lightning 
has split four championship series during that span while solidifying the 
legacies of at least four future Hall of Famers: Victor Hedman, Nikita 
Kucherov, Andrei Vasilevskiy and Steven Stamkos. Not to be outdone in 
the agitation department, Tampa Bay sees Florida’s Tkachuk, only to 
raise it a former MVP and Kings arch-nemesis, with winger Corey Perry. 

In addition to that group and clutch center Brayden Point, last year’s 
trade-deadline acquisition has become this year’s breakout performer for 
the Bolts. Winger Brandon Hagel came at a high cost – two first-round 
picks and two prospects – but he has compiled 40 points in 46 games 
while his former teammates in Chicago have tirelessly pursued the best 
odds at landing the No. 1 pick in the upcoming draft. 
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Practice Report 1/26 - Fire and Ice in Florida! Photos, Videos, Reactions 
from 2 practice days  

 

By Zach Dooley 

6-7 minutes 26/01/2023 

 

Two very different practice days here in Florida, Insiders! 

How does that old saying go? When in Fort Lauderdale, do as 
the……Fort Lauderdalaridians……Fort Lauderdalans…… Fort 
Lauderdalers do. Something like that. Since it rained for approximately 
76 days consecutively in Los Angeles, prior to departing on this roadtrip, 
it makes sense to hit the beach while here in the Florida sunshine. 

Yesterday afternoon, the Kings traded their sticks and skates for footballs 
of both varieties, taking in some beach soccer and football after the late 
arrival from Philadelphia the night before. While in the same timezone, 
Pennsylvania to Florida is a haul, with the team not getting into Florida 
until around 2 AM. With two days here in between games, the Kings 
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opted to break up their practice schedule with the fun team event 
yesterday and a formal, on-ice practice today. 

“Two days off and this trip now gets long in terms of days, we played 
three games in four days to start it and now we have three in seven to 
finish it,” Todd McLellan said. “So, for as much as we need practice time, 
we also have to break it up a little bit. It was a reward for the players to 
get out and enjoy the beach. We live on probably the best beach in the 
world, but to get out and kick the soccer ball around, relax a little bit, 
there’s still a bit of a workout element in it and then they got to enjoy the 
rest of the day. Today, back to work and then tomorrow we’ll certainly 
work.” 

The players seemed to enjoy their time away from the ice. 

On a long trip like this – and this is a LONG trip – it’s important to find 
that balance. It’s also important to make sure the players are getting what 
they need to be prepared to play, and in some ways, yesterday’s outing 
provided the opportunity to get both. Some time in the sunshine, sure, 
but also a structured activity that got everyone up and moving after a late 
arrival. Not a bad wat to take advantage of the elements a bit. However 
you see it, it was well received. 

Anderson-Dolan – Yeah, it’s nice to enjoy the weather and it’s good to do 
it as a team, it’s a little bit of a different look than just coming to the rink 
every day. Nice little beach workout wasn’t the worst. 

Byfield – I thought it was a lot of fun, just getting out there. We enjoy the 
beach quite a bit all year round, but it’s a little different and it was good to 
get out there and enjoy it with the guys. 

Durzi – It was a good day. The weather here in the winter is pretty nice, 
couldn’t get much better than that. Warm winds, sun’s out, hanging out 
with the guys, it was nice to relax and get away from the rink a little bit, 
then we dialed it back in today, get ready to go. 

Roy – It was nice. It’s always good to get something different in and 
enjoy the sunshine when you can. It was a good change of pace for us 
yesterday. 

Walker – It’s funny, we obviously live in LA and a bunch of us live near 
the beaches, but when you’re on the road and get the chance to do it as 
a team, it’s a different vibe and it was fun. A nice change of pace, get a 
day to relax and enjoy the sun, it was good. 

Looking at today’s on-ice practice, the team skated around 1 PM Eastern 
time here in Florida, with practice going for close to an hour in total. 
Everyone currently on the trip was on the ice, with 13 forwards, seven 
defensemen and two goaltenders all skating.  

The Kings were happy with the results from their games in Chicago and 
Philadelphia, even if they weren’t perfect over the course of 60 minutes. 
They generated a ton of opportunities in Chicago specifically and 
conceded a negligible amount of high-quality looks against. It was more 
balanced last time out against the Flyers, but overall the Kings managed 
the game and found a way to get two points on the road. 

Today’s practice had a lot of emphasis on pace, as the Kings got back at 
it today after the modified day yesterday. There’s always a focus on 
specific details of the game that prepare for the next opponent, in this 
case the Florida Panthers, but there’s also a focus on what the Kings are 
doing first and foremost. McLellan referenced clean breakouts as a key 
to tomorrow’s game and that’s something the Kings touched on today, 
amongst other areas of focus. 

“We needed it after the day off, it wasn’t a typical road ‘let’s get our legs 
back and clean out everything and get going’ it was working man’s 
practice,” McLellan said of the skate today. “Over the last couple of 
games, we did a lot of things that we needed to do but we didn’t come 
real clean out of our zone. They forecheck with pace, so for us to have 
success we’re going to have to come out cleaner than we have been 
over the last little bit and then there’s some other aspects of the game 
that we talked about.” 

Morning skate coming up tomorrow, back at the big barn in Sunrise. A 
difficult back-to-back set is upcoming, between Florida and Tampa Bay, 
so an important first leg against the Panthers in just over 24 hours time. 
More detailed storylines to follow come the morning, as the Kings get 
back to business against the Panthers. 
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Examining the Kings' Struggling Second Line 

 

By Austin Stanovich 

3-4 minutes 26/01/2023 

 

One point and a combined negative 18. That's the stat line for the Los 
Angeles Kings' second line over the last five games. 

A line that's usually so reliable and consistent, it's an odd sight for Kings 
fans to see them struggle so much. And why such a sudden drop-off in 
performance? 

As always, the answer as to why the sudden struggles go beyond, "these 
guys just suck now."  

Yes, Phil Danault, Alex Iafallo and Viktor Arvidsson could all be playing 
better, but there's more going on than just their individual slumps. Usage 
plays a big role in how a line performs.  

Before coming to Los Angeles Danault was labeled as an all-defense, 
shutdown center with limited offensive upside. And particularly limited 
goal-scoring. But, he scored 27 goals in his first season as a Kings, 
putting those labels to bed. Why? Because he was given a more 
offensive role.  

And that role has been taken away recently.  

Over the last ten games, there has been just one occasion the Danault 
line has taken more than half of their faceoffs in the offensive zone. 
Against the Philadelphia Flyers, they had seven offensive zone faceoffs 
and just two defensive zone faceoffs. But that's an outlier right now. 

In most games, they've hovered in the mid-30s for offensive zone faceoff 
percentage. It's difficult to generate a ton of offense when you're starting 
most of your shifts 200 feet away from the opposition net. It's also more 
difficult to keep pucks out of your net when a lost faceoff means you're 
immediately under siege.  

Right now, Danault is back to playing a similar role to the one he played 
in Montreal, shutdown center first and foremost. 

Iafallo and Arvidsson are good wingers for this role too. Both are 
responsible, veteran forwards who can play that role.  

But why the sudden shift for these three? Injuries and the lines around 
them play a big role in this.  

Normally, Anze Kopitar and his line would take a lot more of the 
defensive zone assignments. But with Quinton Byfield now up on that line 
and Adrian Kempe not being a stellar defensive player, it makes sense to 
ease that responsibility a bit.  

And on the third line, Kevin Fiala, for all of his strengths, is not a good 
defensive player. Combine that with Gabe Vilardi, who's been the Kings 
best defensive forward statistically, being injured. And it makes sense to 
not ask the third line to take a lot of defensive zone assignments either.  

The fourth line needs no explaining, three forwards all under the age of 
23 shouldn't be starting many shifts in their own zone. 
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Using Danault and his line the way they're being used is the safe bet for 
Todd McLellan. It sacrifices a lot of what they can do offensively, but it's a 
sacrifice that needs to be made given the Kings' roster right now. 

And again, that line also needs to play better. 

When players like Vilardi, Trevor Moore and Arthur Kaliyev begin coming 
back from injury, I'm sure this will change. McLellan will be able to trust 
other lines more and give the Danault line a more offensive role again.  

Until then, that line has to do what's best for the team. And right now, in 
the coach's eyes, it appears what's best for the team is playing a 
shutdown role. 
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