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Carolina Hurricanes are No. 12 in 2023 NHL prospect pool rankings 

By Scott Wheeler 

The toughest pool to rank in the last several years but 
especially this year, the Hurricanes have the largest group of 
relevant prospects in the NHL. 
 
Where I have to scrape up enough names to get to create 
these 15-player lists for most teams, and the better prospect 
pools have 20 players who are worthy of consideration, I 
considered 13 other Hurricanes prospects for this year’s 
ranking — enough for nearly two lists. 
 
But for all they have in quantity, and even quality within that 
quantity, they lack in true star power. On one hand, there are 
several pools whose top three or four prospects would all 
rank No. 1 on the Canes’ list here. On the other, there are 
several players who didn’t make their list here who’d rank in 
the upper half on a majority of other teams’ lists. 
 
The result will be several good NHL players, an enviable 
depth of call-up-worthy options and plenty of trade chips, but 
maybe no first-line, first-pairing guys. 
 
2022 prospect pool rank: No. 9 (change: -3) 
 
1. Scott Morrow, RHD, 20 (UMass-Amherst) 
 
One of the most productive freshman defenseman in college 
hockey last season and the Minutemen’s leading scorer as a 
sophomore this year, Morrow is a real talent who made the 
jump from high school hockey directly into the NCAA look 
easy from a skill/level standpoint (he has had to do some 
maturing/growing up off the ice). 
 
He’s an excellent transition defender who transports pucks 
confidently, plays boldly inside the offensive zone and 
possesses impressive handling skill for a defenseman. He’s 
an exit/entry machine who carves teams up through the 
neutral zone with head fakes, side steps and cuts (his 
skating really impresses on its edges, even if he’s not 
explosive). When he’s on the ice, he wants to take over and 
direct play in possession and does so by guiding opposing 
players out of his way. And on top of all of that, he’s a 6-foot-
2 righty whose game defensively has taken important steps 
to cut back on mistakes, stay in better positioning and 
eliminate some bad habits that have often concerned scouts. 
There’s real top-four upside to Morrow if he continues to 
round out his game. UMass has a great track record 
developing top defensemen, too. 
 
2. Alexander Nikishin, RHD, 21 (Spartak Moskva) 
 
Maybe the biggest riser outside the NHL at his position in the 
last year, Nikishin is having a season for the ages in the 
KHL. He has already smashed the league’s U20 scoring 

record by a defenseman by double digits, he’s the highest-
scoring defenseman in the league this year, and he has done 
it while playing huge minutes (nearly 23 a night) on the best 
team in the league. 
 
Nikishin’s a physically advanced (6-foot-4, 216-pound) 
defender whose strength is evident in his blistering point 
shot, his ability to win board battles and his net-front boxouts. 
I like the way he reads the play, closes off the wall and gets 
into passing lanes. He can more than hold his own 
defensively at five-on-five and on the penalty kill. He has 
taken huge steps the last two seasons to play the 
aggressive, trigger-happy style that made him a productive 
defenseman in junior. He has gone from moving the puck 
fine to moving it comfortably and even confidently. He 
manages the point effectively, he’s a decent skater and he’s 
a righty. He’s not talented enough to offer much offense at 
the next level but I’ve believed in his offensive game since 
his draft year and it has begun to show itself as an asset 
again at the pro level. He checks a whole lotta boxes that 
coaches look for. If they can lure him over here, the 
Hurricanes should have two important pieces of their top-six 
on the blue line coming. 
 
3. Pyotr Kochetkov, G, 23 (Chicago Wolves/Carolina 
Hurricanes) 
 
When goalies just keep getting results you have to respect 
them because of the ebbs and flows in performance that 
most of them face year-to-year. And Kotchetkov now has a 
body of work that you can’t ignore. After bouncing around 
levels and clubs for a couple of years in Russia in search of 
the opportunity those numbers demanded, it has been nice 
to see him find stability over the last two seasons in North 
America, establishing himself as the Hurricanes’ No. 3 for 
now and soon-to-be more than that (with Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Ranta both on expiring deals and Kochetkov on a 
new four-year contract, there’s a full-time job coming for him 
next year and maybe earlier). He used to be a little on the 
smaller side for a goalie but he grew a couple of inches late 
in his development to go from 6 feet to 6 feet 3, he’s quick on 
his feet (and knees), he’s technically sound, and he’s 
athletic, relying on sharp angles to control the first rebound 
and his movement to make recovery saves. I like the way he 
tracks the play, too. My only critique of him for a long time 
was that he’d let the odd mid-danger shot squeak through his 
body or occasionally scramble, but he has worked hard to 
cut down on both of those things. He’s probably not going to 
become a true No. 1, but I like him to become more than a 
backup as a bit of a strong 1B. I don’t tend to rank goalies 
this high but this is earned. 
 
4. Jack Drury, C, 21 (Chicago Wolves/Carolina Hurricanes) 
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Drury just keeps playing good hockey at every level (though 
the counting stats haven’t come at the NHL level yet, his 
underlying results look really promising). First, it was the 
USHL. Then it was the NCAA. Then it was the SHL. Then it 
was the AHL. He doesn’t have dynamic qualities per se but 
he just looks like the kind of player who is going to become a 
solid up-and-down-the-lineup, everyday NHL player. Drury 
has always been known as a driven, 200-foot centre who 
involves himself in the play, plays within his team’s structure 
without cheating, works to get the puck back and excels at 
moulding his game to play alongside talented wingers. But 
his offensive skill has also developed nicely, with above-
average tools across the board as a finisher, handler and 
passer who can now create offense in a variety of ways. So 
while his game starts with a strong foundation and sound 
commitment to the details, there’s skill that happens in 
between and an approach that takes what’s given and 
executes. 
 
5. Jackson Blake, RW, 19 (University of North Dakota) 
 
After torching the Minnesota high school circuit and getting 
his feet wet on a title run with the Steel in his draft year, 
Blake led the Steel in scoring in his post-draft season, was 
one of the USHL’s top playmakers as 18-year-old and now 
leads the Fighting Hawks in scoring as a 19-year-old 
freshman. 
 
He’s a high-energy, up-tempo worker who compensates for 
his smallish 5-foot-1 frame (which he has the benefit of time 
to develop due to his August birthday) by playing hard and 
fast, while also having plenty of skill. I love his approach, 
which looks to attack the inside and make plays. There’s no 
backing down to his game, he makes a lot happen in and out 
of traffic, and I’ve seen him make difficult plays out of nothing 
with the puck on his stick (though he can also force it at 
times). He’s got quick hands in congested areas and a great 
sense of timing and opportunism around the offensive zone. 
 
I wrote last year that if he looked anything in college like he 
did in the USHL that I wouldn’t hesitate to move him up my 
list and this is me doing exactly that. There’s a lot to like. 
 
6. Jamieson Rees, C/LW, 21 (Chicago Wolves) 
 
In his third year with the Wolves, things have finally begun to 
click for Rees at the AHL level (though I think he was a victim 
of poor puck luck last year and was more effective than his 
counting stats showed). 
 
His game is hard to miss and his presence can be felt on 
every shift when he’s dialed in (or up). Rees can impact a 
game in so many ways, whether he’s hunting down loose 
pucks, fighting for body positioning to win battles against 
bigger players, making something happen at the front of the 
net, or circling the offensive zone in possession to facilitate 
or cut to the slot for a chance. He’s a fiery 5 feet 11, is one of 
the Wolves’ most productive forwards and is also its penalty-
minutes leader this year, after a career of getting into trouble 
in junior. He’s also a slippery stickhandler who changes 
directions on defenders to keep cycles alive and has a ton of 
talent in traffic to the slot (because of his hands he’s lethal in 
the shootout as well). He plays on the edge when he doesn’t 

have the puck and surprises defenders and goalies with his 
hands when he has it (though there are times when he tries 
to do too much). He’s a better passer than finisher, and he’s 
not the biggest kid in the world, but he plays a pro style and 
as he learns to control some of his decisions better he’s 
progressing toward his upside as a buzzsaw complementary 
NHLer with individual puck skill. 
 
7. Noel Gunler, RW/LW, 21 (Chicago Wolves) 
 
Loyal readers will know that Gunler’s a kid I stuck my neck 
out on throughout the draft process. Despite concerns about 
his consistency (which I still believe are overstated and 
which I know are unsupported by his underlying results), his 
effort level and his commitment defensively, Gunler is an 
undeniably talented player who has produced atop his age 
group at multiple levels despite never having the full trust of 
various coaches. 
 
Gunler is a natural scorer whose shot, hands and bouts of 
ingenuity give him clear power-play, top-of-the-lineup upside 
in a perfect world. But there’s work that needs to be done to 
round out his game and it may now be difficult for him to 
break the reputation that has (often undeservedly, in my 
view) followed him. Because the production is there, his 
offensive-zone tools pop, his shot is lethal from a standstill or 
in motion (it generates significant torque through his stick, 
slinging off of his blade with a ton of spin) and he protects 
the puck extremely well on his backhand (which helps him 
drop a shoulder and cut to the net to shoot off of his forehand 
on his off wing). He’s always looking to shoot high but he 
rarely misses the net. Some scouts question his skating but 
he creates separation and breakaways for himself too 
consistently for me to argue against his straight-line speed 
(even if his stride can splay a little and he can pick up his 
stick into a pitchfork skating stride when he’s really pushing 
himself) or his timing (which a lot of the game’s open space 
comes down to). He’s got a pro frame at 6 feet 2 as well. It 
may take the right coach and development team to give him 
the confidence and opportunities he needs to fulfil his 
potential, but I think the Hurricanes are among the 
franchise’s most equipped to figure him out. 
 
In the end, he’s always going to be able to do this (I’d 
actually like to see the Wolves move him from his spot on the 
bumper on the power play into the flank so that he can do 
this more often, like he did at prior levels): 
 
8. Ville Koivunen, RW/LW, 19 (Karpat) 
 
Koivunen’s a highly-entertaining, highly-gifted winger. But 
after an excellent age-adjusted post-draft campaign 
(especially considering his June birthday) in Liiga as one of 
Karpat’s top scorers in his rookie season at the level (and a 
strong showing as a piece of Finland’s best line through two 
games at the world juniors before the tournament was shut 
down), he has disappointed me in repeated viewings this 
season across two more world juniors and a second year in 
Liiga. 
 
He can be a delight to watch with the puck on his stick when 
he’s playing confidently. He’s a crafty problem-solver whose 
game tilts toward offense (he’s got work to do to become a 
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more reliable player defensively). He can manufacture 
offense in a lot of ways off of the perimeter, whether that’s 
playing pucks into space with the perfect weight or baiting 
defenders into reaches so that he can cut past them. He’s 
one of those kids who can just carve the offensive zone up 
as a dual-threat scorer and passer. I’ve also seen him look 
quite effective taking pucks off the cycle to the interior 
(though not consistently), even though he’s more dangerous 
in open ice. I’ve seen him twist and turn away from good 
defenders. He has also had a bit of a growth spurt (he was 
listed at 5 feet 11 and 161 pounds in his draft year and he’s 6 
feet and 172 pounds). I still see top-nine upside with the right 
development plan and some patience. I’d like to see him find 
another level down the stretch (he’s capable of it) but it’s also 
worth remembering that he’s still just 19. 
 
9. Ryan Suzuki, C, 21 (Chicago Wolves)  
 
Were it not for lost time due to a growing injury history 
(including a permanent blind spot in one eye) and the 
pandemic, which necessitated an early jump to the AHL, I 
suspect Suzuki would be in a different place today than he is. 
 
Suzuki’s a gifted player who plays a flow game that breezes 
around the ice in possession. He’s still got a propensity to 
hang onto the puck too long, but when he makes quick 
decisions and plays fast he’s a ton of fun. He has always had 
the line-driving on-puck skill of a top-six talent. He leads 
rushes and pushes pace through neutral ice as a primary 
carrier on his line, hitting the blue line with speed to make 
something happen. He can beat defenders and goalies one-
on-one with his hands, particularly his unique ability to pull 
and drag pucks through his feat and across his body to leap 
around opposing players with a side step or cut. He’s also a 
creative, inventive passer who can run a power play, execute 
through layers and feed pucks into space for his linemates. 
His quick acceleration gives him defensive value in races 
and on lifts when he commits to them (an area which has 
improved a great deal). Suzuki doesn’t have the overall build, 
strength or shot to maybe reach that top-six potential to its 
fullest, though, and the lost time casts further doubt. Still, I 
think he’s still got a chance to become an offensively-inclined 
top-nine forward, even if it happens for him later in his career 
than you’d hope for a first-round pick. 
 
10. Anttoni Honka, RHD, 22 (Chicago Wolves) 
 
After establishing himself as a top offensive defenseman in 
Liiga for two seasons, Honka has been productive in his first 
season in the AHL this year. While his ugly plus-minus 
numbers in Liiga were ammunition for his detractors — 
who’ve argued his game defensively is a glaring corner — in 
those final two Liiga seasons, I argued then and I’d argue 
now that they were more a byproduct of the minutes he was 
playing on the league’s worst team than of his actually-
favourable on-ice results and brutal on-ice luck and 
goaltending. And while the AHL doesn’t make publicly 
available the same level of data that Liiga does, my viewings 
this year have, anecdotally, suggested that he’s driving shot 
differentials and possession with a bottom-of-the-standings 
Wolves team as well. 
 

There’s certainly a boom-or-bust factor to Honka’s projection 
given the way he is perceived, his propensity for getting 
caught out of position trying to play offense, and his size (5 
feet 10, 179 pounds), but there’s also undeniable upside and 
if he hits he’s going to be just as good as he is fun. Honka’s 
one of the more purely talented defensemen in his age 
group. Offensively, he’s an impressive skater through his 
footwork (more than through his pushes, which aren’t super 
powerful), he’s a superb outlet passer, and his skill with the 
puck reminds me of talented forwards on entries or one-on-
one off the point. He’s an extremely creative east-west seam 
passer, and he makes pro-level skill plays that lead directly 
to goals. Defensively, he still needs to refine his positioning 
and decision-making but he has made real progress in both 
areas and he’s sturdier than he looks. He’ll always have 
clear power-play utility and I think he’s closer to where he 
needs to get in the other areas than he gets credit for. He 
may top out as a good offensive defenseman in the AHL or 
Europe, but this is just the first year of his entry-level deal 
and if they can play the long game I won’t be surprised if he 
makes the most of an NHL look by the time the deal is done 
if the Hurricanes find themselves in need of a third-pairing, 
PP2 puck-mover. 
 
11. Gleb Trikozov, LW/RW, 18 (Avangard Omsk)  
 
After scoring 33 goals and 63 points in 48 combined MHL 
regular-season and playoff games as a 17-year-old with an 
August birthday last year, Trikozov has bounced between the 
MHL and Russia’s second-tier VHL this season. 
 
He spends a lot of time with the puck on his stick when he’s 
clicking. He can get his shot off in a split second out of catch 
and releases or carries and does so after attacking on angles 
and looking to beat defenders to openings in the offensive 
zone. He’s a very entertaining player who threatens with his 
skill and maneuverability off the rush, often creating good 
looks for himself or his linemates out of a quick dash 
immediately after entry. While his defensive commitment 
level needs work, Trikozov’s a boom-or-bust bet that could 
pay dividends if he can make the most of his extra runway. 
His game should translate nicely on North American ice 
if/when he comes over, too. 
 
12. Cruz Lucius, RW, 18 (University of Wisconsin) 
 
After battling a wrist injury last year, Lucius came on strong 
down the stretch with 12 points in his final 10 games at the 
program on a dominant third line with captain Rutger 
McGroarty. He has picked up where he left off as a point-per-
game freshman as well. The Badgers are a bit of a mess 
right now and while on one hand that means someone has to 
score, on the other it’s a credit to Lucius that he has been the 
guy to step up and create offense for himself and his 
teammates, especially after the way last year went for him. 
 
Lucius is a patient playmaker who slows the game down and 
uses delays, lightly-weighted passes and the attention he 
pulls into himself to create through layers for his linemates. 
Like his older brother Chaz, his skating (which pitchforks) is 
the primary concern with his projection. But he plays within 
the pace of play so well, problem solves really effectively and 
has a sneaky quick and accurate release that I wrote last 
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year I believed was going to produce greater goal totals than 
we’d seen to date (which we’ve begun to see in college). He 
will ultimately be defined, though, by his ability to continue to 
wait for plays to develop and stay cerebral as the speed of 
the level around him ramps up. If he can, he’ll be a 
complementary playmaking winger. He has never lacked 
confidence and decisiveness in his game. 
 
13. Dom Fensore, LHD, 21 (Boston University) 
 
You can count on one hand the number of 5-foot-8/5-foot-9 
defensemen who can crack it in the NHL and the Terriers 
might have two on their team in Fensore and Habs prospect 
Lane Hutson. 
 
He’s got all of the things you’d hope a player like him has if 
he’s going to make it as the exception to the rule. He’s an A-
level skater forward and backward, and an even better one 
going laterally because of his footwork. He’s an excellent 
power-play quarterback because of his ability to maneuver 
against pressure, adjust his feet, change angles and play 
through layers as a passer. And he’s a brilliant exits/entries 
player who carves teams up in transition. Really the only part 
of his game on the offensive side of the puck that doesn’t 
pop is his shot. Otherwise, it’s all there. And because his feet 
are so smooth, he also has defensive value gapping up in 
transition to force dumps (and then pivoting to track back and 
collect them so that he can move play the other direction), or 
sliding into lanes to intercept passes and be disruptive when 
a player drops his head. If he’s to succeed in the NHL 
eventually though, it’ll be because of his ability to play in 
possession and spend more time on offense than defense. 
With the right partner, I think it might work. He’s an excellent 
college defenseman and he only just turned 21 in September 
even though this is his senior year. I’d willingly sign him after 
this season (assuming he sees a path forward for himself in 
an organization like Carolina’s). 
 
14. Massimo Rizzo, C, 21 (University of Denver) 
 
Red Wings prospect Carter Mazur is the Pioneers forward 
that gets the most attention and buzz, but Rizzo quietly 
capped off an excellent freshman season last year with 
points in both of the Frozen Four games (on Mazur’s line) to 
help them to a national championship and he has returned to 
become the team’s leading points producer as a sophomore 
(albeit a 21-year-old one) due to the pandemic and time 
spent marinating in the BCHL. He’s an incredibly smart 
player who understands how to facilitate and use spacing 
when the puck’s on his stick and where to go without the 
puck. He’s also a decent skater, a competitor and a diligent 
two-way player considering his average(ish) size. The 
Pioneers are better when he’s out there this year and while 

I’m not sure if he’s got NHL upside, he should get signed out 
of college and become a good AHL player at minimum. Not 
bad for the second-last pick of the 2019 draft! 
 
15. Vasili Ponomaryov, C, 20 (Chicago Wolves) 
 
After impressing in his first taste of the AHL last year, 
Ponomaryov has fit in well with the Wolves in his first full 
season this year. 
 
I’ve watched him play a lot over the years and he’s a hard 
player to dislike. He’s always on the puck, he’s got great 
hands, he can penalty kill effectively, he passes the puck 
well and he opens up to make himself available offensively. 
While he’s not the biggest, strongest, fastest, or most 
talented kid, he understands how to play from A to B. He’s 
also stronger than you might think at a cursory glance and 
uses his body positioning to come up with a lot of pucks. And 
then he also has skill — enough to deceive good defenders, 
pick apart schemes with the puck and make plays off of all of 
the retrievals he wins. I’m a fan. He has some intriguing 
qualities, he’s versatile and he plays the same way 
regardless of how much he’s playing or who he’s playing 
with. I’m not sure if he’ll be an NHLer, but he has always 
been a well-liked player wherever he has gone. 
The Tiers 
 
Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into 
team-specific tiers in order to give you a better sense of the 
talent proximity from one player to the next (a gap which is 
sometimes minute and in other cases quite pronounced). 
 
The Hurricanes’ prospect pool breaks down into just two 
tiers. They are: 1-2, 3-15. 
 
Also considered were DEL star Dominik Bokk (one of the 
more confounding young players in the game, who is finally 
living up to his potential now that it may be too late), top 
Finnish ’03 defenseman Aleksi Heimosalmi, efficient Russian 
defenseman Vladimir Grudinin, talented work-in-progress 
Swedish defenseman Simon Forsmark, diminutive forward 
prospects Justin Robidas, Zion Nybeck, Alexander 
Perevalov, Alexander Pashin and Tuukka Tieksola (in that 
order), Wolves rookie and former Canadian world junior 
defenseman Ronan Seeley, 20-year-old SHL sophomore 
defenseman Joel Nystrom, Penn State assistant captain and 
leading scorer Kevin Wall, and one of my longtime 
favourites, Finnish forward Patrik Puistola. 
 
You could make a case for several of those guys as high as 
third or fourth on this list and I’d listen. It’s a truly unique, 
giant group of similar-grade prospects. I hated leaving 
Heimosalmi and Robidas off in particular.
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Mailbag #51: Jalen Chatfield 

Your questions, answered by the Canes’ blossoming 
defenseman 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - With six points in his last seven games, 
there are few defensemen in the NHL hotter than Jalen 
Chatfield. 
 
In fact, only Cale Makar and Dougie Hamilton have scored 
more goals since December 22. 
 
This week the Canes' defender took the time to answer your 
questions. 
 
(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 
 
Which players did you look up to as you were a kid? - 
@MPS721 
 
There was a lot, but I would say the guys from Detroit. 
Nicklas Lidstrom and Steve Yzerman were two greats. They 
were great leaders and great teammates. They were fun to 
watch and I tried to take a lot from their games, even though 
I don't play like either one of them, really. [Laughs] 
 
 Were there guys that you'd watch coming up that you've 
now played against in the league and if so, how has that 
been? 
 
Oh yeah. It's pretty cool. Even a situation coming here. You 
know all their names. I remember watching Jordo in 
Pittsburgh and Burnzie, I loved watching him play when I 
was in juniors. I was a huge fan of his. 
 
You get to learn who they are as guys and professionals and 
it's pretty cool. You see them on TV and think they're some 
big superstar, which, they may be, but when you get to know 
their personality, you see that they're a human just like you. 
I've been loving meeting those guys. Even when I was in 
Vancouver, guys like Alexander Edler, I would always watch 
him before, then I got to play with him too. 
 
What impact has Rod Brind'Amour and Tim Gleason had on 
your game? - @ArcherForCanes 
 
A huge one. 
 
They've somewhat turned my career around. I wouldn't say I 
was heading in the wrong direction, but the opportunity they 
gave me [has been huge]. First of all, the organization even 

signing me, and then giving me the chance to play some 
games, was big. Right away I got some good ice time. They 
trusted me and let me play my game. They've taught me a 
lot here. 
 
I'll continue to learn, but the opportunity is the biggest thing 
and they've helped me so much. 
 
How would you compare your time in Vancouver to here in 
Carolina? - @B_Inacio_ 
 
In life, you live and you learn, right? Vancouver was a huge 
learning experience for me. I always believed I was ready to 
be an NHL, and whatever the case may be, that just didn't 
happen there. 
 
That was two years ago though. I was probably not as good 
as I was. I want to continue to keep getting better and work 
on my game. That will always be the biggest thing to me - 
keep improving and staying confident. 
 
When and how did it click for you that were a legit NHL 
player? - @HMof2  
 
I can't say that there was an exact moment, but as I said, 
when I was in Vancouver, I really, really believed I was an 
NHL player. I played some really good games there. I made 
some good plays. I played against top guys. 
 
Throughout the summer I train with guys like Jason and Nick 
Robertson. Jason's become one of the elite players in the 
game. Nick's been hurt a lot, but he's a really good player 
too. I compete with those guys every day. To be able to go 
up against a guy who is scoring 40 or 50 goals in this league 
per year, that right there means something to me. You 
always have to believe in yourself too, right? 
 
Jalen Chatfield and Jesperi Kotkaniemi exchange fist-bumps 
in the hallway before taking the ice pre-game. Chatfield hails 
from Ypsilanti, Michigan. Some even call him a "Pure 
Michigander". Josh Lavalee / Carolina Hurricanes 
 
How do you feel your game has grown over the last year and 
what areas are you looking to improve in 2023? - 
@GlepHockey 
 
I think it's grown in the fact that I've learned and embraced 
my role here. Every night, no matter how many minutes I 
play - whether it's penalty kill, missing a few shifts, whatever 
- I just try to come out and keep it simple. I try to play the 
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system right and compete. That's the biggest thing. If I do 
those things, I'm going to help the team win. 
 
As far as what I can add, if I can continue to get better 
offensively, I'd love to do that too. I want to just try and 
become a better all-around player. Whatever it takes, I want 
to do. I want to be able to go as far as I can go. 
 
What was the feeling of scoring your first NHL goal like? - 
@iTweetThings67 
 
I can't say I was too stressed about not scoring, but it's 
almost always in the back of your head, right? 
 
I went a few seasons in my pro career of not getting the 
bounces and not scoring a lot, and obviously, I had a drought 
to start this year, but I thought I was playing pretty good 
hockey. 
 
Then I finally got that first one in Pittsburgh and now it is 
going in for me and I can't complain about that. 
 
Why #5? - @PoppaTotty 
 
To be honest, it was just given to me in Utica. When I got it, I 
related it back to Nick Lidstrom. 
 
Then when I came here, they gave me #5 again in Chicago. 
 

Before this year, the Canes asked me if I wanted to change 
from #64, which is what I wore for the few games up here 
last year. I thought about Jalen Ramsey, because he wears 
#5 and I thought it would look pretty good. Plus, I won the 
Calder Cup in Chicago wearing #5, so I guess it's a good 
number. 
 
Favorite thing about Raleigh? - @Jacobs4858 
 
I think it's just the people. The weather's good here. I've 
been loving living here. My girlfriend likes living here a lot 
too. There are a lot of trails by where I live to take the dogs 
for a walk in our free time. I think it's just been great. 
 
You're about to become a first-time dad, how does that feel? 
- @katy_renee38 / @AmandaRaquel104 
 
It's good, it's exciting. No nerves for me so far, but my 
girlfriend might be a little nervous. 
 
It's going to be a life-changing experience. He's due to be 
here in July, right after the season, so I'm going to have a full 
summer to be a parent and to get him ready for living life. 
 
What's your go-to coffee order? - @KristophrRClark / 
@OneTrueZach 
 
Venti black iced coffee from Starbucks. That's it.
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About Last Night: Necas’ Special Night Snatches Win From Sharks Jaws of Defeat 

Martin Necas and Sebastian Aho helped the Hurricanes 
secure a win from the jaws of defeat against the Sharks. 
 
By Brett Finger 
 
On a night when the Carolina Hurricanes appeared to be 
down and out, it was their young stars who rallied and pulled 
them out of the jaws of a tough home-ice defeat. 

After Mario Ferraro scored on Carolina’s empty net from the 
middle of his own slot, it looked like the Hurricanes were 
destined to see their three-game winning streak come to an 
end, but a quick response from offensive leader Sebastian 
Aho, followed by a strike from Martin Necas with just 12 
seconds left in the third period, pushed the Canes to 
overtime. 
 
In the extra frame, it was the 3-on-3 King himself, Necas, 
who ended the game and extended the Hurricanes’ winning 
streak to four games with their win over the San Jose 
Sharks. 
 
Let’s talk about last night. 
Necas’ Night 
 
Martin Necas didn’t get voted into the upcoming NHL All-Star 
game, but if this is how the forward plans on responding to 
those snubs, maybe he should never get voted in. 
 
Jokes aside, it was a marvelous night for Necas, whose 
impact on the game started well before his two goals in rapid 
succession to tie and win the game for the Hurricanes on 
Friday night. The young forward was flying out of the gates, 
creating a couple of rare early scoring opportunities for the 
club on a night that didn’t feature many easy chances for the 
home club. 
 
Of course, when he did break through, it was in the big 
moments of the game. Necas has, time and again, shown up 
in the most important sequences in games for the Hurricanes 
this season. That fact has remained even when he has gone 
through stretches of offensive inefficiency. 
 
To Necas’ credit, those stretches have been fewer and 
further between this season compared to previous seasons, 
as it seems like his game-breaking ability is finally making 
routine appearances. 
 
On the heels of a three-game point drought, Necas has 
exploded again over the past week for four goals in as many 
games to go with an assist against the Minnesota Wild. The 
volume of his shooting has been a substantial key to his 

success. He threw five shots on the net last night, with the 
final two finding twine. This season, he has 160 shots on 
goal in 48 games. He had 159 in 78 games a season ago. 
 
He has also added to his career-best goal total. He met the 
20-goal mark for the first time in his NHL career with his 
third-period tying tally and surpassed it in overtime. 
Aho Keeps Going 
 
Necas’ valiant game-deciding effort shouldn’t overshadow 
what was another dominant effort from Sebastian Aho. His 
second-period power-play goal was created by his own 
vision, speed, and finishing ability in tight. 
 
Then, just seconds after San Jose’s empty-net goal, he 
jumped all over an unexpecting Sharks club to get the goal 
right back and set the stage for Necas’ heroics down the 
stretch. Of course, it was off of a great feed from linemate 
Teuvo Teravainen. 
 
Like Necas, Aho has a very good case for being in the All-
Star game. It certainly didn’t help that he was injured around 
the time that All-Star voting started to enter the hockey 
conscious, but his numbers since returning have been 
remarkably strong. 
 
Dating back to December 29, his third game back after 
missing more than two weeks due to injury, Aho has scored 
nine goals to go with 16 total points over his last 13 games. 
He has scored a staggering six goals in just his last three 
games. 
 
It’s better to have a team with All-Star snubs than it is to 
have a team without any, and last night was a good example 
of why the Hurricanes are in a pretty good spot with their 
high-end forwards. 
A Game You Gotta Win 
 
Last night was a nice reverse of fortunes for the Hurricanes, 
who have had well-documented third-period struggles for 
much of the season. Last night, it was Carolina that came 
back from the brink of defeat to steal two points. 
 
It’s an especially satisfying win considering San Jose’s low 
placement in the Western Conference and the overall league 
standings. At 14-25-10, entering last night, the Sharks 
ranked comfortably inside of the West’s bottom five grouping 
of teams. They’re a rebuilding team that has been buoyed by 
top-flight players like Erik Karlsson and Timo Meier, but their 
weaknesses lie in the defensive department. 
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The Hurricanes struggled to penetrate their defense for much 
of the night, especially when they had opportunities to build 
on their lead. San Jose did a great job at making things 
difficult, but at the end of the game, the best team and the 
best players showed up. 
 
We are firmly entrenched in the dog days of the NHL season 
here in January. The deadline is still more than a month 
away, and there isn’t much excitement around the league, as 

is normally the case at this point in the year. A win like the 
one Carolina got last night, though, is one that sticks out 
across the NHL. 
 
Hopefully, this is another jumping-off point for the team to 
rack up some wins, but it won’t be easy. The Hurricanes will 
welcome the Boston Bruins into PNC Arena on Sunday for a 
true test against the best team in the NHL.

 
Wolves Edge Icehogs 3-2 in OT 

 
ROSEMONT, Ill.—The Chicago Wolves returned to home ice 
and defeated the Rockford IceHogs 3-2 in overtime Saturday 
night at Allstate Arena. 
 
Max Lajoie scored the game-winner in OT and Ronan Seeley 
and Logan Lambdin added goals for the Wolves, who 
snapped a two-game losing skid while playing for the first 
time since returning from a season-long, six-game road trip. 
 
“We were ready (Saturday night) and we knew that we had 
to play better than we did on the road,” Lajoie said. “We had 
a lot of energy and jump from the start and we kept it 
consistently throughout the game.” 
 
Wolves goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov made 17 saves to out-
duel Rockford netminder Arvid Soderblom (29 saves) and 
help hand Rockford its seventh consecutive loss. 
 
The IceHogs struck first when Bobby Lynch found the back 
of the net off a long shot through traffic late in the opening 
period. 
 
Seeley’s first goal of the season – and first in the AHL – 
knotted the game at 1-1 midway through the second. With 
the Wolves on the power play, the defenseman took a feed 

from Ryan Suzuki and fired a one-timer from the slot past 
Soderblom to the glove side. Vasily Ponomarev also picked 
up an assist on the play. 
 
Early in the third, the IceHogs took the lead on a goal by 
Carson Gicewicz but the Wolves answered right back on 
Lambdin’s fourth goal of the season. Lajoie hit Lambdin with 
a stretch pass and the winger broke in alone on Soderblom 
and beat the netminder with a forehand move. 
 
Lajoie notched the game-winner when he took a pass from 
Jamieson Rees, skated in alone on Soderblom and scored 
his second goal of the season. 
 
“Rees made a heck of a play, a great pass,” Lajoie said. “I 
was lucky to be in the right spot and I saw the goalie was 
standing up a bit so I took my chance and it went in.” 
 
The Wolves improved to 15-20-3-1 on the season while the 
IceHogs dropped to 20-16-4-2. 
 
Up next: The Wolves will host the Grand Rapids Griffins on 
Sunday at Allstate Arena (3 p.m.; My50 Chicago). It will be 
Family Sunday.
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Hurricanes, Bruins enter matchup after dueling last-minute drama 

The Carolina Hurricanes will carry plenty of momentum into 
their Sunday home game against the Boston Bruins, who will 
try to get over a stunning Saturday night defeat. 
 
The Hurricanes have won their past four games, the latest 
one in improbable fashion on Friday. Martin Necas scored 
with 11.5 seconds remaining in the third period, then scored 
again 55 seconds into overtime for a 5-4 triumph over the 
visiting San Jose Sharks. 
 
Necas leads the team in goals (21) and points (44) this 
season. 
 
"Got your entertainment's worth, that's for sure," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It was a great finish. It felt like 
we were out of it. Obviously, our skill guys got it done." 
 
The Hurricanes trailed the Sharks 4-2 with less than two 
minutes left before staging their comeback. 
 
"We got a couple of goals and you could feel it was coming 
for us," Necas said. 
 
Necas also scored in overtime to give Carolina a 3-2 road 
win over the Dallas Stars on Wednesday. He has three 
game-winning overtime goals this season, which leads the 
NHL. 
 
Sebastian Aho scored twice for Carolina against San Jose. 
Aho is second on the team in goals (20) and points (43). He 
has six goals in Carolina's past three games, including a hat 
trick against the New York Islanders on Jan. 21. 
 
The Hurricanes, who are 6-0-1 in their past seven games, 
will be facing a Boston team that has absorbed back-to-back 
losses for the first time this season. 
 
The Bruins let the Panthers' Alexsander Barkov score the 
tying goal with 2.4 seconds left on Saturday, and Florida's 
Sam Reinhart beat Boston goaltender Jeremy Swayman 17 
seconds into overtime to cap a 4-3 decision. 

 
Boston was coming off a 3-2 road loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Thursday before the disappointing defeat in 
Sunrise, Fla., two nights later. 
 
"We're facing a little adversity right now," Bruins coach Jim 
Montgomery said. "It's the first time all year we haven't 
prevailed in two games in a row, so we're gonna have to look 
at what we're doing wrong and ways to get better." 
 
Boston led Florida 3-2 when David Pastrnak scored his 
team-high 38th goal of the season with 48.6 seconds 
remaining in the third period, but it wasn't enough. 
 
Swayman, who had won his previous five starts, made a 
season-high 33 saves in the loss. 
 
Linus Ullmark, the other half of Boston's goaltending tandem, 
leads the NHL in goals-against average (1.86), save 
percentage (.937) and victories (25). 
 
It was just the second time the Bruins failed to win this 
season when they were leading after two periods (26-0-2). 
 
Boston center Trent Frederic left the Saturday game in the 
first period due to a lower-body injury and did not return. 
Frederic has 10 goals and eight assists in 46 games this 
season. 
 
Carolina goaltender Antti Raanta made 26 saves to collect 
the win against San Jose. It was his first start since Jan. 7. 
 
Raanta also stopped each of the 15 shots he faced during 
the Wednesday victory over Dallas. He entered that game at 
the start of the second period after Frederik Andersen left the 
game with an upper-body injury. Andersen allowed two goals 
on six shots in the opening 20 minutes. 
 
Raanta is 12-2-3 with a 2.55 goals-against average this 
season. Andersen is 9-3-0 with a 2.49 GAA. 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS  
https://theathletic.com/4117325/2023/01/29/hurricanes-nhl-prospect-pool-rankings-2023/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-51-jalen-chatfield/c-340405648 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/28/23575651/about-last-night-necas-special-night-snatches-carolina-hurricanes-win-san-jose-sharks-defeat-
aho 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/01/28/wolves-tip-icehogs-3-2-in-ot/ 
https://www.newyorkcitynews.net/news/273450322/hurricanes-bruins-enter-matchup-after-dueling-last-minute-drama 
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Seconds from victory in Florida, Bruins shocked by Panthers on back-to-
back shots 

 

By Matt Porter 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Strange things happen here at the edge of the 
Everglades. Witness Saturday’s game between the Bruins and Panthers. 

Officially, the Bruins’ first two goals were unassisted. But Panthers 
mistakes helped turn on the red lights. Then, a lucky deflection gave 
Florida its first strike. 

And then, the finish. 

David Pastrnak jumped off the bench and buried a wrister with 49 
seconds left, putting the Bruins ahead, 3-2. But with three seconds on the 
clock, Aleksander Barkov found room in the slot and beat Jeremy 
Swayman (33 saves) with a shot of his own. 

Seventeen seconds into overtime, Sam Reinhart got open and sailed a 
one-timer over Swayman’s shoulder. 

Final: Panthers 4, Bruins 3. 

That broke a season-long streak for the Bruins (38-6-5): They are losers 
of two in a row for the first time, having dropped a regulation game in 
Tampa on Thursday. 

“They played desperate and we didn’t match it,” said Bruins coach Jim 
Montgomery, whose charges fell to 26-0-2 when leading after two 
periods. 

Charlie Coyle gave the Bruins a 2-1 edge with 2:05 left in the second on 
an unfortunate gaffe by Sam Bennett, who batted an airborne pass into 
his own net. Craig Smith scored with 3:10 left in the first after a giveaway 
by Brandon Montour. 

Between those, Montour unwittingly tied the game at 8:55 of the second 
when Barkov’s shot hit the tip of the defenseman’s stick and trickled 
through Swayman’s pads. 

Like Montour, Bennett made up for his mistake. He delayed entering the 
zone, then ripped one far-side, low on Swayman at 8:29 of the third. 

Montour also played a role in Barkov’s 6-on-5 tying goal, cross-checking 
Brandon Carlo to the ice and giving Barkov room to operate. There was 
no call. There was also no clearing of the zone by the Bruins, who lost 
the lead three times on this night. 

Panthers goalie Alex Lyon, a third-stringer playing on back-to-back 
nights, was more than ready. Lyon, who has started the last six games 
for Florida, made 36 saves, his teammates competing particularly hard 
during four Boston power plays (0 for 4, 12 shots). 

“The last two games we’ve gotten outworked,” Montgomery said of the 
man-advantage. “People are stacking the line against us. We weren’t 
willing to put it in behind and go to work and use our feet to go get it.” 

The Panthers pushed hard in the third period, outshooting the Bruins, 13-
6. They scored on the only shot of overtime. 

The Bruins had a chance to get going after a Selke-quality backcheck 
from Patrice Bergeron, who stopped Bennett on a rush into the Bruins’ 
zone and drew a double-minor high-stick at 12:12 of the first. 

That four minutes quietly passed. The Panthers wouldn’t let the Bruins 
enter the zone easily, or set up east-west passes. The Bruins’ best 
chances, including a Taylor Hall tip and a Pastrnak dangle in tight, 
developed too close to Lyon. 

No matter. After the expiration of the penalty, Smith swiped Montour’s 
breakout pass up the middle and whipped it by Lyon’s blocker from the 
slot. The opening goal, at 16:50, was Smith’s third of the season and 
gave him 4 points (three assists) in his last six games. 

Smith nearly had another on his next shift. He got open at the far blue 
line for Charlie McAvoy to beat all five Panthers with a 100-foot outlet 
pass through traffic. Lyon made a breakaway stop. 

Lyon, getting an extended run because of injuries to Sergei Bobrovsky 
and Spencer Knight, hung in there. Early in the second, he had some of 
the Panthers fans in attendance standing after he stopped Brad 
Marchand’s solo effort, and a follow-up scramble in front. 

He denied Hall on a point-blank turnaround during a second-period 
power-play, the Bruins’ man advantage stuck in the muck of the 
marshland near FLA Live Arena. 

The Bruins also couldn’t score when Marchand drew an interference call 
in the second. The Panthers made them pay for the power outage. 

On a rush into the Bruins’ zone, Barkov loaded up a wrister as Montour 
drove the net. Barkov might have been shooting for a hole, but he found 
the tip of Montour’s stick. The unaware defenseman turned Barkov’s 
fastball into a changeup, which tumbled between Swayman’s pads. 

The go-ahead goal came when Nick Foligno entered the zone and 
slipped it ahead to Coyle, who saw McAvoy heading for the net. McAvoy 
stopped between the hashes, and Coyle’s saucer pass to the far post 
was heading for the corner. But Bennett chopped at the puck, redirecting 
over Lyon’s shoulder. He put his gloves on his helmet in disbelief as the 
Bruins celebrated. 

The staff running the center-ice videoboard didn’t show a replay of the 
goal, to save Bennett from further embarrassment. (They were happy to 
show a replay of Bennett’s tying goal, and the others that followed. 
Several times.) 

It was also strange that Pastrnak didn’t make it 3-1 in the third, after 
fooling Lyon with a wraparound. He had an open net on the opposite 
side, but couldn’t curl it in. 

He looked like he had the final-minute winner, until Barkov tied it. 
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“I was a little deep,” Swayman said of the 3-3 strike, “but I think he may 
have shot through a screen a little bit and then just tucked in. I’m going to 
work on that and not let it happen again.” 

Pastrnak was on the ice, along with McAvoy and David Krejci, when the 
Panthers started OT with a three-forward lineup of Barkov, Reinhart, and 
Anton Lundell. 

The Bruins never touched the puck, Reinhart slipping away as McAvoy 
and Pastrnak switched coverage. The shot sailed over Swayman’s 
shoulder. 

“That’s hockey sometimes,” Coyle said. “That’s how it goes. You get 
bounces, sometimes bounces against, but it’s how you respond. And 
they responded well. Give them credit. But it’s up to us to respond 
tomorrow night.” 
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Trent Frederic misses final two periods after taking shot in foot 

 

By Matt Porter  

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — The Bruins left here hoping for good news on third-
liner Trent Frederic, who did not play the final 42 minutes of a 4-3 
overtime loss to the Panthers. 

Frederic blocked a shot with his foot in the first period and did not return. 

“As far as I know, he’s going to be fine,” Bruins coach Jim Montgomery 
said. “It’s just the tenderness of where he blocked a shot, I guess the 
pressure point is right where he got hit, so he had trouble putting his 
skate back on.” 

Frederic, who was also tackled to the ice during a scrum behind Florida’s 
net, went over the boards for his final shift, but quickly hopped back on 
the bench and left for the dressing room. He logged 1:45. 

“We tried to do some different things to get him back out,” Montgomery 
said, “but every time he went to put the skate back on and went to flex to 
gain power, I guess there was a lot of pain.” 

If Frederic cannot play Sunday in Carolina, Joona Koppanen would rejoin 
the forward corps. He and spare defenseman Jakub Zboril said and 
watched from the Roger Neilson Memorial Press Box on Saturday night. 

Marc McLaughlin summoned 

Marc McLaughlin played 10 minutes, 13 seconds in his return to NHL 
action Saturday against the Panthers, his first game with the varsity since 
11 last spring. 

McLaughlin, who sat out the Montreal and Tampa Bay portions of this 
five-game road trip, took over as No. 4 center, putting two shots on net 
and winning two of four faceoffs. The North Billerica, Mass., product and 
former Boston College captain had Craig Smith and A.J. Greer as his 
wings to start the night. 

His debut meant Koppanen took a seat. The 6-foot-5-inch Finnish center, 
who made his NHL debut Jan. 12 against Seattle, had one assist in five 
games. He averaged 90 seconds per game on the penalty kill and won 
faceoffs at a 56.8 percent clip (25 of 44). Montgomery said areas of 
improvement include being more assertive and winning more loose 
pucks. 

“Not that he’s been poor in those areas,” Montgomery noted. “He’s done 
a pretty good job for us. We’ve been pretty happy with the penalty kill and 
his faceoffs have been good.” 

The reason for making the switch, the coach said, was getting a look at 
McLaughlin, who before Monday’s call-up had four goals and five assists 
in his previous nine games in Providence. 

Positive developments 

The hockey-watching populace in New England held its collective breath 
Thursday night when Charlie McAvoy crashed hard into the end boards 
and remained on the ice for about 30 seconds. 

McAvoy, who was examined in the locker room, soon returned to the 
game. Before puck drop Saturday, Montgomery reported his star 
defenseman was ready to go. 

“No lingering effects,” Montgomery said. “I’m sure his shoulder’s a little 
sore. But it’s nothing he can’t play 24 minutes with tonight.” 

It was only a slight exaggeration: McAvoy played 21:34. 

As for other injured Bruins, Montgomery said No. 1 right wing Jake 
DeBrusk, who skated on Monday, was on the ice “at least three times 
this week” and is on track to return after the All-Star break. After 
Wednesday, Montgomery, David Pastrnak, and Linus Ullmark participate 
in the Fort Lauderdale festivities (Feb. 3-4) and everyone else goes on a 
bye week. The Bruins return Feb. 11 against Washington. 

DeBrusk had been off skates since suffering hand and leg injuries in the 
Jan. 2 Winter Classic. The Bruins were 9-2-0 in his absence entering 
Saturday. 

Montgomery had no update on fourth-line center Tomas Nosek, who 
fractured his left foot on Jan. 19 against the Rangers. Nosek, slated to 
miss at least four weeks, could return for a Feb. 20 game against Ottawa 
or rejoin the team for a four-game trip out west (Seattle, Vancouver, 
Edmonton and Calgary from Feb. 23-28). 

Swayman summoned 

Jeremy Swayman, who came in having allowed six goals his previous 
five starts, took the loss Saturday. Ullmark will tend the cage Sunday in 
Raleigh, N.C. . . . Taylor Hall got another ride Saturday in DeBrusk’s 
spot, to the right of Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand. He landed four 
shots in 18:29 . . . After taking Friday off, the Bruins did not have a 
morning skate Saturday. Instead, they ran through hotel workouts at their 
Fort Lauderdale Beach digs. “I know they were in the sauna and steam 
room because it was full,” said Montgomery, who wears a bald dome. He 
likes to get in there and “open up the pores,” he said, before his daily 
shave . . . The Panthers are building a practice rink in downtown Fort 
Lauderdale, which will allow visiting teams to skate near the beach 
without taking the typically traffic-choked, 30-40-minute drive west to 
Sunrise. The Panthers expect to hold their next training camp there . . . 
Winning Panthers netminder Alex Lyon, 30, played at Yale and has made 
30 NHL appearances over six seasons (10-9-4, 3.31, .894). 
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Why coach Jim Montgomery’s positive mojo has worked with the Bruins 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont  

 

For much of the 20th century, General Motors proudly stamped the “Body 
by Fisher” logo on the cars it rolled off the Detroit assembly line. GM and 
Fisher wanted buyers to know they partnered to provide them with a 
quality, stylish set of wheels. 

If the Bruins, an astounding 38-6-4 entering weekend play, stamped a 
logo on their 2022-23 model, it would read, “Mojo by Montgomery.” 
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The ride with the ever-positive Jim Montgomery behind the bench just 
keeps getting better. 

“I’m amazed when I look at our record,” Montgomery said during a quiet 
moment during his club’s stop at Montreal’s Bell Centre the other day. “It 
just seems like every time we’re in a game, it’s in my head, ‘We’re gonna 
find a way.‘ And then it happens. It’s almost like it’s magical.” 

Hired by the Bruins at sizable risk over the summer to replace the 
popular and successful Bruce Cassidy, Montgomery has been a 5-foot-
10-inch dynamo of optimism since Day 1 on the job. He’ll be the boss 
behind the Atlantic Division bench for the NHL All Star Game on 
Saturday, staged fittingly in Sunrise, the town in Southern Florida named 
in the spirit of hope and light that every new day brings. 

If there’s a surprise here, it’s only that Montgomery is not the mayor of a 
town named Sunrise. At least not yet. But he was there with the Bruins 
on Saturday night and we’ll see what happens when he returns ahead of 
Friday’s NHL skills competition. 

It took the darkest day in Montgomery’s career, his destructive crash into 
alcoholism that brought his abrupt firing as the Dallas Stars coach in 
December 2019, to help him bring out what he now calls “the attitude of 
gratitude” that guides his thinking and defines his work. 

In the end, he figures, it was that ugly crash and burn, coupled with his 
stint in rehab, that brought out his power of positivity. 

“If you don’t learn why you’re not getting to the next level . . . ,” he said, 
noting how he has shaped and folded his own lessons learned into his 
coaching methods, “I mean, I had a horrific crash, right? An 
embarrassing one, anyway. But there’s been other moments when I’ve 
grown from lessons I’ve learned in life, because if you’re not continually 
trying to get better, then it’s usually ego, ego. Ego stops you from 
learning.” 

We have yet to see how that Mojo by Montgomery will play when (if?) the 
Bruins hit a rough patch. Thus far, he’s had nary a discouraging word to 
say, but his Bruins own the league’s best record and they went into 
Saturday night’s matchup against the Panthers as the only NHL club this 
season yet to suffer back-to-back losses. Nothing much bad to say after 
48 games and only a half-dozen regulation losses across four months. 

No Bruins coach has been this successful off the hop. Likewise, none of 
his predecessors ever was so steadfastly positive, encouraging, or 
openly creative. 

In a game in which flow of play and creative risk with the puck is typically 
stunted by coaches at every level, Montgomery has brought some old-
time skate and shoot into the new era. He grew up in Montreal, watching 
the last days of the freewheeling Flying Frenchmen in the 1970s, the 
days when the dynastic Canadiens turned the game into an art form. 

He also grew up playing in an era when coaches constantly underscored 
player mistakes and rarely offered praise, only realizing years later that 
he let the criticism linger and, in turn, prevent him from improving as a 
player. He spent 12 seasons playing pro, logging only 122 games and 34 
points in the NHL 

The 53-year-old Montgomery would be telling that 20-something 
Montgomery to forget the mistakes, move on quickly, seize the 
opportunity of the next shift — the mantra is central to his coaching now. 

“I often think I’d be a much better hockey player,” he said. “There’s no 
doubt in my mind. Because I think it would have opened my mind just to 
being more positive as a player. My own biggest problem as a player 
was, when I screwed up, I lived with those things too long, and stewed on 
those things, and had no one telling me, ‘Just let it go.’ And [in that era], 
you were talked to about your mistakes and not about your positive 
assets.” 

Exhibit A of today’s Mojo by Montgomery: the recent goal-scoring surge 
from Bruins defensemen. 

As a group, the blues brothers rarely put one on the scoresheet for the 
better part of two months. Beginning in mid-November, they went 27 
games with scoring only six goals. Toward the end of that fallow harvest, 
Montgomery began urging his blue liners to pinch more, and for the 
weak-side defensemen to activate into the offense, particularly for 
backdoor opportunities. 

Et voila, beginning Jan. 15, the defensemen scored seven goals in a five-
game stretch. 

“They’ve encouraged all of us,” said Matt Grzelcyk, who scored in back-
to-back games, Jan. 14 and 16. “Obviously, you don’t want to be too 
reckless, but I feel we all know the game pretty well.” 

The benefits, noted Grzelcyk, go beyond just the goals. Even for 
defensemen, charged mainly with stopping the opposition’s goals, 
scoring breeds confidence. They’re using more in their tool kit, almost 
akin to using another side of their brains. 

“Once it clicks a couple of times, the game kind of slows down a little bit,” 
Grzelcyk said. “I feel it helps both ways, too. When you feel better 
offensively with the puck, all of a sudden you are skating a little bit better, 
you’re more confident. Everyone likes to make plays, right? You don’t 
want just to play defense 24/7, so I think it helps to spend more time in 
the O-zone. It excites you a little bit more.” 

In one-on-one video coaching sessions to review his play, said Grzelcyk, 
Montgomery is “serious, a light guy, but also serious, and really, really 
smart hockey-wise, we all know that.” 

“More than anything, it’s encouraging,” added Grzelcyk when asked 
about the Montgomery method. “He’s, you know, ‘Trust yourself a little 
bit, because we have trust in you.’ I mean, that’s all you want to hear as a 
player.” 

In-game, noted Montgomery, his attitude behind the bench is to remind 
players what they can do, not what they can’t do. 

“I think it puts players in a better frame of mind to go out and make 
plays,” he said. “And in the end, the team that makes more plays — 
everyone’s going to make mistakes — but the team that makes more 
plays is going to win hockey games.” 

25-25 CLUB? 

Ullmark, Swayman have outside shot 

Linus Ullmark (25-3-1) and Jeremy Swayman (12-3-3) entered weekend 
play positioned possibly to become only the ninth goaltending tandem in 
NHL history to each reach the 25-win plateau. 

Bruins fans clutching their embossed AARP cards will recall that Hall of 
Famer Gerry Cheevers and steady sidekick Eddie Johnston (he who one 
day, as Penguins general manager, selected Mario Lemieux No. 1) were 
first to do it in the 1970-71 season. 

The “Cheese” and “EJ” repeated the feat the following season — a back-
to-back performance yet to be equaled. Grant Fuhr and Andy Moog, the 
only other tandem to do it twice (in Edmonton), didn’t do it in consecutive 
seasons. 

It happened in Detroit in back-to-back seasons (2007-09), but first with 
Chris Osgood and Dominik Hasek, followed by Osgood and Ty Conklin. 
Like Swayman, Conklin grew up in Alaska and also starred in Hockey 
East (with New Hampshire). 

Swayman, the presumed starter Saturday night in Sunrise, needs 13 
wins over the remaining 34 games to enter the 25-25 club. An even split 
in net would mean he would have to record those wins over 17 starts. 
Tall order, but . . . 

The 25-25 feat has been accomplished 10 times during the last 52 years: 

Dallas, 2015-16: Antti Niemi (25), Kari Lehtonen (25) 

Chicago, 2009-10: Niemi (26), Cristobal Huet (26) 
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Detroit, 2008-09: Ty Conklin (25), Chris Osgood (26) 

Detroit, 2007-08: Osgood (27), Dominik Hasek (25) 

San Jose, 2006-07: Vesa Toskala (26), Evgeni Nabokov (25) 

Edmonton, 1985-86: Andy Moog (27), Grant Fuhr (29) 

Edmonton, 1983-84: Moog (27), Fuhr (30) 

New York Islanders, 1978-79: Billy Smith (25), Glenn Resch (26) 

Boston, 1971-72: Eddie Johnston (27), Gerry Cheevers (27) 

Boston, 1970-71: Johnston (30), Cheevers (27) 

ETC. 

Bettman downplays any talk of tanking 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman made media rounds Wednesday in 
Montreal, the Bruins in town to face the Canadiens, and said that 
“nobody tanks,” noting the impediment presented by the weighted lottery. 

Meanwhile, let’s go to the standings. As of Friday morning, only 5 points 
separated bottom-feeders San Jose, Arizona, Anaheim, Chicago, and 
Columbus. If they’re not tanking at this point, with their playoff DNQs all 
but chiseled into center ice, all five GMs should be shown the door for 
gross negligence. 

Reminder: The prize at the bottom of the tank is Connor Bedard, 
potentially a generational center who entered weekend play with a 39-
42–81 line in 33 games this season with WHL Regina. Few kids have his 
moxie and skill package, and he would provide any of those franchises 
with a huge cornerstone none of them has at the moment. Bedard also 
went 9-14–23 recently in seven games with Team Canada at the World 
Junior Championship. 

The weighted lottery indeed removes the guarantee of the worst team 
getting the top pick, and potentially the E-Z Pass to righting the franchise. 
It may serve as a convenient tool for Bettman et al to dismiss the 
obvious, but it doesn’t dismiss the reality. 

The NHL freefall is on, and for good reason, even if fans in those five 
rinks might find it hard to pony up $100 or more per seat while knowing 
what they’re watching is more exhibition than it is competition. 

Loose pucks 

The Rangers should make the playoff cut in the East, but it sure would be 
an easier ride if the moribund Blueshirt power play added a little 
something to the party. Headed into Friday night’s visit by the Golden 
Knights — New York’s last game until after the All Star break — the 
Rangers had scored only two PPGs in the last eight games. Chris 
Kreider, who topped the league last season with 26 strikes on the 
advantage, was without a strike at man-up since Nov. 13. Opined the 
New York Post’s Larry Brooks, it has been as if Kreider “sold his soul to 
Mr. Applegate in exchange for 52 goals last year.” . . . The Sabres 
entered weekend play with five consecutive wins, the longest current 
unbeaten streak in the league. It looks, finally, like the Crossed Swords at 
least will play meaningful games in February and March, and possibly 
could squeeze out a wild-card invite for their first trip to the playoffs since 
2011. Rasmus Dahlin (55 points, second only to Erik Karlsson’s 64 
among defensemen as of Friday) has developed into a horse and should 
shatter Phil Housley’s franchise mark of 81 points by Buffalo D-men. 
Dahlin is one of four Sabres already to reach the 50-point plateau, joined 
by Tage Thompson (68), Alex Tuch (54), and the all-but-forgotten Jeff 
Skinner (50). League-wide, the Oilers were the only other club with four 
players at or above the 50 line: Connor McDavid (89), Leon Draisaitl (73), 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (58), and Zach Hyman (57) . . . Other than some 
pregame pictures, snapped by Bruins photographer Steve Babineau, 
said David Krejci, he didn’t set aside any mementos from his recent 
1,000th career game. “I’ll keep those pictures — they are good reminders 
— and a game sheet as well,” noted the star pivot. “But that’s pretty 
much it.” Otherwise, the outpouring of messages he received home in 
Czechia and around the league were “crazy, a little bit overwhelming,” he 

said. “I can’t even keep up with my phone to write people back, way too 
many to keep up. It’s nice, you know, that they are thinking of me, but it’s 
been a little bit too much.” . . . The Hurricanes, who entertain the Bruins 
on Sunday, will be without Max Pacioretty for the rest of the way after he 
blew out his Achilles’ again only five games into his return. Even before 
he exited, the question existed if the Hurricanes could score enough to 
be considered a legit threat in the playoffs. Now that he’s gone, the ride 
looks even tougher. But with his $7 million cap hit off the books, maybe 
the Hurricanes make a bold play for Chicago’s Patrick Kane? They have 
the young players to get into a serious discussion, and Kane has that 
playoff-proven strike capability the Hurricanes need . . . Of those five 
teams most likely to land Bedard, three (Ducks, Sharks, and Canucks) 
play in the Pacific time zone. Bad enough that McDavid has been tucked 
away (hidden) in Mountain time . . . His Islanders sinking fast, Lou 
Lamoriello stuck by his coach, Lane Lambert, by saying this past week 
that the franchise failures thus far “are totally on me.” Canning Barry 
Trotz after last season made no sense. Lambert has been unable to 
shake his top forwards — Brock Nelson, Mathew Barzal, Anders Lee, 
and Anthony Beauvillier — from their scoring lethargy. And while it’s 
noble for Lamoriello to take the “it’s on me” stance, such wide-based 
scoring failures indeed point to coaching . . . If the Penguins go shopping 
for a goaltender, Bruins reserve Keith Kinkaid could be a wise pickup. 
Kinkaid was a solid acquisition pickup by Bruins GM Don Sweeney, but 
the outstanding play of Brandon Bussi, signed out of Western Michigan 
last spring, has kept Kinkaid from logging big minutes with AHL 
Providence . . . The Bruins now have hired three head coaches, including 
Jim Montgomery, each of whom is fluent in French. Claude Julien has 
had two tours behind Les Glorieux bench, the most recent after he was 
canned in Boston in 2017. But both Bruce Cassidy and now Montgomery 
would be candidates in Montreal if/when their current tours of duty come 
to an end . . . Kane, by the way, was the Calder (Rookie of the Year) 
winner when he broke in with his 72-point splash in 2007-08. Bruins 
goalie Andrew Raycroft won it in 2003-04, the same season a kid named 
Patrice Bergeron broke in with 39 points. Reminder: The finish is more 
important than the start. 
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Bruins cough up late lead, game to Panthers, 4-3 in OT 

 

Steve Conroy  

 

The Bruins are officially in a slump – at least according to their 2022-23 
standards. 

For the first time this season, the B’s have lost two games in a row – and 
it was a painful way for the B’s give up that point of pride on Saturday at 
FLA Live Arena. 

The B’s coughed up three leads – the last with less than two seconds left 
in regulation – and then Sam Reinhart won it 17 seconds into overtime to 
lift the Florida Panthers to a 4-3 victory. 

Not only did the B’s lose their second straight (though they did earn a 
point in this one), they did so by getting outplayed in the third period 
again. The B’s have owned the third period this year, but not in the last 
two games. 

The B’s right now look like a team which desperately needs the the All-
Star break/bye week. But they still have two tough games left — at 
Carolina on Sunday and at Toronto on Wednesday. And with Jake 
DeBrusk and Tomas Nosek already on the shelf, Trent Frederic is also 
questionable for Sunday against the Hurricanes after he blocked a shot 
in the first period and could not return. 

Nervous Bruins fans have wanted the B’s to face some tough times to 
test them. Well, here you go. 
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“We’re facing a little adversity right now,”  coach Jim Montgomery told 
NESN. “It’s the first time all year that we haven’t prevailed in two games 
in a row. So we’re going to have to look at what we’re doing wrong and 
ways to get better.” 

One area that suddenly needs improvement is the power play. Ranked 
third in the league, the B’s went 0-for-2 on Thursday in Tampa and 0-for-
4 on Saturday in Sunrise. 

“Our power play has gotten outworked the last two nights and that has 
led to very little zone time,” said Montgomery. 

The last two minutes of the game were wild. 

The B’s were being thoroughly outplayed in the third period (outshot 13-
6), but with a couple of minutes left, they turned it on. In the midst of a 
dominant Bruin shift, David Pastrnak changed on in time to take Matt 
Grzelcyk pass and bury his 38th of the year from the high slot, beating 
Alex Lyon with a wrister with 48.6 seconds left. 

But the Panthers kept Lyon on the bench for the the ensuing faceoff and 
they tied it up with 1.4 seconds left with the extra man. The B’s could not 
get the puck out of the zone despite several opportunities to do so. Then 
it appeared as though Brandon Carlo would kill the clock as he protected 
the puck behind the net against the boards, but the Panthers dug it out 
and got it out high. As Carlo was crosschecked to the ice, he blocked an 
Aaron Ekblad shot but it went right to Sasha Barkov, who was able to 
beat Jeremy Swayman from the slot. 

“I was a little deep,” said Swayman. “I want to make sure I step out on 
that but I think he made a shot through a screen a little bit and it just 
tucked in. But I’ll work on that and not let it happen again.” 

In OT, the B’s never controlled the puck. Barkov dished to Reinhart for a 
one-timer, which ramped up off Charlie McAvoy’s stick and into the top 
shelf and the Panthers had themselves a win they desperately needed. 

The B’s took a 2-1 lead into the third period but they could not hold it. 
Sam Bennett, who had inadvertently put a puck in his own net to give the 
B’s that lead, atoned at 8:29 of the third when he beat Swayman on a 
wrist shot off the rush. 

Midway through the first period, a hustling Patrice Bergeron turned what 
could have been a 2-on-1 against into a four-minute power play for the 
Bruins. Hampus Lindholm fell in the neutral zone and the Panthers 
suddenly had an odd-man rush. But before Bennett could decide what to 
do with the puck, Bergeron zoomed in from behind to pilfer the puck, then 
took a high stick from Bennett that drew blood. 

But on the four-minute PP, the B’s could do nothing, producing just one 
in-too-tight shot from  Pastrnak on Lyon, the Panthers’ third string goalie. 

That kill should have given the Panthers some momentum, but they 
almost immediately shot themselves in the foot. Rushed by an A.J. Greer 
forecheck, Florida defenseman Brandon Montour handed the puck to 
Craig Smith at the top of the left circle. Smith, who’d been dropped to the 
fourth line, took a couple of strides to the middle and sizzled a wrister 
past Lyon’s blocker at 16:50. It was Smith’s third of the season and first 
in 10 games. 

After another failed PP in the second, the Panthers tied it up when the 
B’s forwards got caught in deep in the offensive zone. Breaking out on a 
3-on-2, Barkov sent a shot toward the net that Montour deflected past 
Swayman at 8:55 

The B’s believed they had recaptured the lead at 10:30 when it appeared 
David Krejci had nudged the puck over the line, but it was immediately 
waved off. The league initiated a review and, while it appeared that 
Givani Smith had pushed it over the goal line, Lyon’s glove shielded the 
puck from view and he pulled it out. No goal. 

But good fortune would finally shine on the B’s with 2:05 left in the period. 
From the right boards, Charlie Coyle tried to send an aerial pass over to 
the left wing, but Bennett, in trying to knock the puck down, directed it 

into his own net to give the B’s a 2-1 lead. Bennett put his hands to his 
helmet in disbelief, but Coyle was credited with his 11th goal. 

But the Panthers were the better team in the third and earned the win. 

“They played desperate,” said Montgomery, “and we didn’t match it.” 
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Talking Points: Boston Bruins Fall For Second Time In Florida 

 

Joe Haggerty  

 

Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 4-3 loss to the Florida 
Panthers in overtime on Saturday night at the BB&T Center. 

GOLD STAR: Craig Smith has had some decent moments in the last few 
weeks while working his way out of an early season funk, and Saturday 
night was one of those good games. Smith scored Boston’s first goal of 
the night to get them off and running and finished with a strong five shot 
attempts in his 14:12 of ice time. Smith also had the presence of mind to 
change late in the third period as the Boston Bruins had the Panthers 
hemmed in their own end, and that allowed David Pastrnak to get on the 
ice and snap one home from the high slot as the fresh skater on the ice. 
Smith also had one takeaway in his 18 shifts for the Black and Gold as 
well. 

Craig Smith opens the scoring for the Bruins after picking off the 
breakout pass.   pic.twitter.com/uqWOxkRqR6 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) January 28, 2023 

BLACK EYE: Brandon Carlo is a player that’s on the ice at the end of 
games to close things out and he wasn’t able to get the job done in the 
final couple of minutes. He’s not alone obviously as all five skaters and 
the goalie failed to close out the game, but Carlo was trying to hold the 
puck behind the net and run out the clock with a lot of time still left. 
Instead, Brandon Montour won the puck battle behind the net to free the 
puck and then he knocked Carlo down in front of the Boston Bruins net. 
Ultimately the puck then bounced off Carlo’s skate as he was down on 
the ice and it went straight out to Aleksander Barkov, who buried the 
tying goal with less than two seconds remaining on the clock. 

TURNING POINT: The Boston Bruins have been better than just about 
every team they have played in the third period this season, but that has 
not been the case in the lost couple of games. That certainly wasn’t the 
case on Saturday night in Florida as they were outplayed for long 
stretches of the third before (and after) David Pastrnak scored the go-
ahead goal in the final couple of minutes. The B’s were outshot 13-6 in 
the third period by a Panthers team that carried the play. The shift 
leading up to Pastrnak’s 38th goal of the season was Boston’s best 
hockey of the third period as they had the Panthers running around in 
their own end. But then they buckled seconds later with the Florida goalie 
pulled and couldn’t recover in an overtime that Florida quickly ended. 

HONORABLE MENTION: The Panthers are in a position where they 
really have to win games and Aleksander Barkov refused to let Florida 
lose on Saturday night. It was Barkov that buried the game-tying shot 
with two seconds remaining in the third period amid a flurry of activity 
around the Boston net, and it was Barkov again in overtime that fed Sam 
Reinhart the puck for the scorched one-timer from the face-off circle. 
Barkov finished with a goal, three points and a plus-2 rating in 22:02 of 
ice time. Barkov also finished with seven shot attempts, one hit, two 
blocked shots and won 15-of-23 face-offs in an excellent all-around 
winning effort for the Panthers. 
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BY THE NUMBERS: 8 – the goal-scoring drought that Charlie Coyle 
snapped when he fired home a wrist shot that bounced off Sam Bennett’s 
stick and eventually went Sergei Bobrovsky for a goal. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “We’re facing a lot of adversity right now. It’s the first 
time all year that we haven’t prevailed two games in a row. We’ll have to 
look at it and find ways to get better.” –Boston Bruins head coach Jim 
Montgomery, on the Boston Bruins losing two games in a row for the first 
time all season. 
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Game 49: Boston Bruins @ Florida Panthers, Preview 

 

Jimmy Murphy  

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Preview: 

Boston Bruins (38-6-4, 80 pts) @ Florida Panthers (23-22-6, 52 pts) 

TIME: 6:00 P.M. ET 

TV: NESN, BSFLX, NHLN 

Radio: 98.5 The Sports Hub 

Here’s the Barstool Sportsbook Betting lines. Don’t forget to Click here 
for the NHN Barstool Sportsbook Promo! 

Money Line: Bruins (-157), Panthers (+128) 

Puck Line: Bruins -1.5 (+160), Panthers +1.5 (-195) 

Over/Under: OVER 6.5 (-120), UNDER 6.5 (-103) 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Boston Bruins will enter their second-straight game against an 
Atlantic Division foe coming off a loss. Unfortunately for the Panthers, the 
Bruins are 10-0-0 off a loss this season. 

-Ever since he took the ice for his 1,000th game on Jan. 16 against the 
Philadelphia Flyers, Boston Bruins center David Krejci has been on a 
heater. He has points in five of his last six games with a goal and eight 
assists. 

-Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman is expected to be back between the 
pipes for the Boston Bruins tonight. Swayman is 12-3-3 with a 2.25 GAA 
and .916 save percentage. He has won his last five starts and has a .957 
save percentage during that span. Swayman hasn’t lost in regulation 
since Dec. 9. 

Florida Panthers Notes 

-Raise your hand if you had the reigning President’s Trophy leaders 
sitting on the outside looking in on the Eastern Conference playoff race 
on Jan. 28! No, no one? Yeah, me neither. But that’s where the Florida 
Panthers are after another loss on home ice Friday night, 4-3 to the Los 
Angeles Kings. The Panthers are now five points out of the final wild card 
slot in the Eastern Conference. 

-Per our man Colby Guy at Florida Hockey Now, there’s a solid chance 
the Bruins will be facing a goalie making his NHL debut. With Alex Lyon 
playing last night against the Kings, Panthers head coach Paul Maurice 
has already hinted that he may give Sergei Bobrovsky some rest here as 
the league winds into the NHL All-Star Break. Un-drafted free agent 
signing and 6-foot-5, 215-pound, 22-year-old Mack Guzda may tend the 
pipes in the NHL for the first time tonight. 

-Panthers winger Carter Verhaeghe has been en fuego as of late. 
Verhaeghe had a goal and an assist in the loss to the Kings Friday night, 

and now has a seven-game point streak going with seven goals and 
three assists during that span. He leads the team with 26 lamplighters. 

-In his first season with the Panthers, Matthew Tkachuk has been as 
advertised, if not more. Tkachuk leads the team in assists with 39 helpers 
and in points with 64. Unfortunately, the rest of the team hasn’t followed 
his lead. 

Boston Bruins Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-Taylor Hall 

Pavel Zacha-David Krejci-David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic-Charlie Coyle-Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno-Joona Koppanen-AJ Greer 

Defense: 

Matt Grzelcyk-Charlie McAvoy 

Hampus Lindholm-Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort-Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Jeremy Swayman 

Linus Ullmark 

Florida Panthers Lineup: 

Forwards 

Anton Lindell-Sasha Barkov-Sam Reinhart 

Carter Verhaege-Sam Bennett-Matthew Tkachuk 

Nick Cousins-Eetu Luostarinen-Colin White 

Ryan Lomberg-Eric Staal-Givani Smith 

Defense 

Gus Forsling-Aaron Ekblad 

Marc Staal-Brandon Montour 

Josh Mahura-Radko Gudas 

Goalies 

Mack Guzda 

Alex Lyon 
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Bruins Daily: Sweeney Deadline Plans; Horvat; Matthews 

 

Jimmy Murphy  

 

Are the Vancouver Canucks vulnerable on the NHL trade market given 
their current state of chaos? 

That, Bruins and NHL news, and more NHL trade rumors in the latest 
Boston Hockey Now Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 
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The loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning this past Thursday, and to the 
Seattle Kraken back on Jan. 12 should serve as a blueprint for the 
approach Boston Bruins general manager Don Sweeney takes leading 
into the March 3 NHL Trade Deadline. 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: New York Islanders captain Anders Lee goes one-on-one with 
Stefen Lee of NYI Hockey Now. 

PIT: According to our man in Pittsburgh, Dan Kingerski, the Pittsburgh 
Penguins just aren’t doing what it takes to win on a consistent basis. 

PHI: Philadelphia Flyers defenseman Cam York is starting to find his 
stride. 

WSH: I’ve knocked Alexander Ovechkin plenty of times when it comes to 
his handling of the Ukraine War and Russian dictator Vladimir Putin, but 
I’ll give credit where it’s due. Class act by Alexander Ovechkin, who prior 
to the Washington Capitals beating the Pittsburgh Penguins 3-2 in a 
shootout, went over to Penguins defenseman Kris Letang to give him his 
best. In the last two months, Letang has suffered a stroke and lost his 
father. 

DET: Disappointment would best describe the tone around the Detroit 
Red Wings right now. 

COL: What is the plan for Colorado Avalanche captain Gabriel 
Landeskog as he works towards playing in his first game of the season? 
How does that affect the Avalanche’ approach to the NHL Trade market? 

VGK: The offense for the Vegas Golden Knights is drier than the Mojave 
Desert right now. Will they look for more scoring ahead of the March 3 
NHL trade deadline? 

SJS: The San Jose Sharks just find ways to lose this season. 

Canada Hockey Now 
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Red-hot Lightning beat Kings for 12th consecutive home win 

 

The Associated Press  

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Brayden Point had a goal and an assist, and the Tampa 
Bay Lightning beat the Kings 5-2 on Saturday night for a franchise-record 
12th consecutive home win. 

Victor Hedman, Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, Corey Perry and Ross Colton 
also scored for Tampa Bay, which has won three in a row overall. Rookie 
defenseman Nick Perbix had three assists, and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 
26 saves. 

The Lightning surpassed the franchise mark of 11 straight home wins set 
in 2019-20 and defeated the Kings for the seventh straight time at Amalie 
Arena. The Lightning haven’t lost at home since Dec. 6 against Detroit. 

“We get so motivated to play at home,” Colton said after the Lightning 
improved to 20-4-1 at Amalie Arena. “We have great fans and a great 
atmosphere.” 

Tampa Bay swept a three-game homestand against Wild, Bruins and 
Kings to enter the All-Star break on an upswing. 

“We played three tough teams — big, strong, fast playoff teams — and 
our guys handled it well,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “The only 
question was after the big win against the Bruins and the break coming 
up, how we would handle it. We did, and we got the points we needed. It 
makes for a better break.” 

The Kings had won three in a row. Jaret Anderson-Dolan and Phillip 
Danault scored for the Kings, and Jonathan Quick made 20 saves. 

“We haven’t been able to put a game together for Quickie,” Kings captain 
Anze Kopitar. “He’s been very solid back there. It’s frustrating.” 

Tampa Bay went ahead to stay with two goals in a 79-second span in the 
first period. 

Point scored at 5:02 on a quick shot from Quick’s doorstep. Nikita 
Kucherov set up Point’s 29th goal when he picked up a bad pass behind 
the net and made a quick centering feed. 

Bellemare made it 2-0 at 6:21 with a wrist shot from the high slot after a 
giveaway by Kings defenseman Sean Durzi. 

“Communication in the (defensive) zone, giving up a lot of chances down 
the pipe. We had to take away chances through the middle, and we didn’t 
at the start,” Kings forward Alex Iafallo said. “When you don’t 
communicate, it leads to individual (mistakes). As a whole, we didn’t get 
it done defensively.” 

The Kings got one back at 10:12 when Anderson-Dolan’s shot from the 
top of the left circle hit Vasilevskiy’s glove and snuck between his pads. 
But Perry made it 3-1 at 15:57, beating Quick from the lower left circle. 

Colton scored on a rebound of Perbix’s shot at 15:20 of the second. 

“He was rewarded tonight,” Cooper said of Perbix, a sixth-round pick in 
the 2017 NHL draft. “He put pucks on the net in the right spot. His game 
keeps improving.” 

Danault got credit for his 14th at 19:08 when his pass from the right 
corner was deflected into the net by Lightning defenseman Ian Cole. 

The Lightning went more than 16 minutes without a shot in the third 
period before Hedman’s one-timer from the left point beat Quick. 
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FINAL - Kings 2, Lightning 5 - Iafallo, Kopitar, McLellan  

 

By Zach Dooley  

 

The LA Kings saw their three-game winning streak come to a close after 
a 5-2 defeat against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday evening at 
Amalie Arena. 

Forwards Jaret Anderson-Dolan and Phillip Danault scored for the Kings 
in a losing effort, while goaltender Jonathan Quick made 20 saves 
between the pipes. 

Tampa Bay netted the game’s first two goals, in a span of 1:21, to open 
up a 2-0 advantage early in the game. First, off a turnover behind the net, 
forward Brayden Point buried a centering feed from linemate Nikita 
Kucherov for his 29th goal of the season. Less than 90 seconds later, the 
Lighthing doubled their advantage through forward Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare, who fired through a screen from the slot to push the hosts 
ahead by two. 

The Kings pulled a goal back just past the halfway mark of the opening 
period to make it a 2-1 game. Off the rush, Anderson-Dolan’s shot gave 
Tampa Bay netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy trouble, with the puck trickling 
by him and into the net. Anderson-Dolan’s goal was his sixth of the 
season, with forward Kevin Fiala tallying the lone assist, his 35th of the 
season. 
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The Lightning added another before the intermission, as forward Corey 
Perry extended the Tampa Bay advantage to 3-1 through 20 minutes of 
play. A shot from the point by defenseman Nick Perbix was blocked by 
Kings defenseman Matt Roy, but the puck went right to Perry, who 
slotted home his ninth goal of the season. 

The hosts made it 4-1 in the final five minutes of the second period, as 
they opened up their largest lead of the evening. After forward Alex 
Iafallo was denied at one end, the Lightning came back down the ice and 
scored, as Ross Colton buried a rebound from point-blank range, his 
tenth goal of the season. 

Before the intermission, the Kings pulled back to within a pair, as Danault 
picked up his 14th goal of the season to snap a scoreless skid. Off the 
rush, Danault took a feed from Iafallo and looked for Viktor Arvidsson at 
the back post, but his pass was deflected on the way through by 
defenseman Ian Cole and into the net, pushing the score to 4-2 through 
40 minutes. 

After a third period that went the bulk of the way without a goal for either 
team, Tampa Bay added the insurance marker inside four minutes to 
play to make it 5-2. Defenseman Victor Hedman fired a shot from the left 
point that evaded traffic in front and went inside the far post for the 
evening’s final goal 

Hear from Iafallo, forward Anze Kopitar and Head Coach Todd McLellan 
following tonight’s game. 

Alex Iafallo 

On what he felt was missing tonight in the first period 

Communication, I think. In the d-zone, just giving up a lot of chances 
down the pipe. I feel like we had to take away chances through the 
middle and we didn’t do that off the start there. 

On what he felt was missing tonight in the first period 

When you don’t communicate, it leads to individual mistakes. I just feel 
like, as a whole, we didn’t get it done defensively – both defense and 
offense. Sometimes that’s the way it goes, but you’ve got to try to 
regroup after those and we didn’t. 

On what he felt was missing tonight in the first period 

We need some puck luck going, but I had a lot of chances and I should 
have scored tonight. We’ve got to keep getting those chances and 
hopefully get some momentum, hopefully get some goals, some puck 
luck and we’ll be fine. 

Anze Kopitar 

On what he felt was missing tonight in the first period 

It’s not due to a lack of effort tonight, we just couldn’t get it done. 
Obviously it’s not very fun when you lose. 

On what he felt was missing tonight in the first period 

There are a few teams in the league that are good teams and favorites if 
you will, and we always get good challenges from them along the way. 

On what he felt was missing tonight in the first period 

We haven’t been able to put a game together for Quickie and he’s been 
very solid back there. So, it’s frustrating. 

Todd McLellan 

On if he felt that the “sickness” from past wins had creeped into the first 
period at all tonight 

Actually, the first period wasn’t a disaster, we made three or four 
mistakes and they ended up in our net. That happens often in a game, 
it’s just that these guys capitalized on it and they’re very capable of doing 
that. I thought our communication in the d-zone wasn’t where it needed 
to be. Sometimes we had opportunities for clean breakouts, we didn’t 

execute and then they got alone around our net a lot, so our net play was 
poor. I don’t think that the first period was the disaster we might think it 
was, a few mistakes and it’s in our net. 

On communication breakdowns leading to individual mistakes 

You know, you take their fourth goal, for example, they end up with a 2-
on-0 at the net and we’re in position to defend that quite easily. We have 
some time to talk, we have time to communicate and get ourselves 
organized, that doesn’t always happen, but in that case, it did and we 
didn’t do it. We failed to use the best tool we have and that’s our tongue 
on the ice and they made us pay. 

On having Jonathan Quick in net be a motivator for the team as a whole 

I thought he played a pretty damn good game, he made some good 
saves when we needed. Players are pulling for him, it’s actually a pretty 
good motivating factor right now. We care about him and we want to play 
hard for him, we’ll get him a win. 

On if he feels the fortunate bounce on Danault’s goal can spark that line 
offensively 

Yeah, sometimes you’ve got to get an ugly one or a fortunate one, if you 
will, to go your way and the puck will go in the net for you eventually. 
Look at Iafallo last night, he started the game with a post, started the 
third period with a post, they’re getting close and things are almost in the 
net for them. Arvy starts the game out with a 2-on-1 right off the bat 
today, so they’ve had some looks. You’re not going to be clean all year, 
you’re going to go through ups and downs, but I think the line is playing 
better now than it did five or six games ago. 

On what he’d like to see corrected heading into Carolina on Tuesday 

Carolina plays a bit of a different game and we have to adjust to what 
they’re doing. We’ll spend tomorrow getting some rest again, trip’s 
getting long and just try and prepare mentally for a team that plays a lot 
of pace and fires a lot of pucks. 

Notes – 

– Jaret Anderson-Dolan scored his sixth goal of the season, giving him 
three goals from his last four games played. 

– Phillip Danault tallied his 14th goal of the season, giving him points (1-
1-2) in back-to-back games. 

– Kevin Fiala extended his team-leading point total to 52 points (17-35-
52) with his assist on Anderson-Dolan’s first period goal. His helper was 
his 35th assist of the season. 

– Defenseman Drew Doughty led the Kings with 25:29 in total time-on-
ice, while center Anze Kopitar led the forwards at 21:01. 

– Forwards Danault, Viktor Arvidsson and Alex Iafallo each had four 
shots on goal tonight, to lead the team in that department. 

The Kings have a scheduled off day tomorrow, considering the back-to-
back. The team will return to the ice for practice on Monday, January 30 
at 11:00 AM. 
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1/28 Preview - Back-To-Back in Florida + Net Special Teams, Anderson's 
Value, McLellan Quote  

 

By Zach Dooley  
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WHO: Los Angeles Kings (28-17-6) @ Tampa Bay Lightning (31-15-1) 

WHAT: NHL REGULAR SEASON GAME 

WHEN: Saturday, January 28 @ 4:00 PM Pacific 

WHERE: Amalie Arena – Tampa Bay, FL 

HOW TO FOLLOW: VIDEO: Bally Sports West – AUDIO – iHeart Radio 
– TWITTER: @DooleyLAK & @LAKings 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: The Kings will complete a back-to-back set this 
evening in Tampa Bay, with the penultimate game before the NHL’s All-
Star break. 

HEAD-TO-HEAD: The Kings snapped a ten-game losing streak against 
Lightning back in October, with a 4-2 victory on home ice. Forward Phillip 
Danault scored when the teams met earlier this season and has three 
points (2-1-3) from three games versus Tampa Bay over the last two 
seasons. Forwards Blake Lizotte and Adrian Kempe also scored in the 
first meeting this season. 

KINGS VITALS: The Kings did not hold a morning skate today, coming 
off of the first leg of the back-to-back yesterday evening. 

With goaltender Pheonix Copley getting the start yesterday in Florida, 
consider Jonathan Quick the likely netminder this evening here in Tampa 
Bay. Quick earned the win back in October and carries with him an all-
time mark of 7-5-3 against the Lightning, with a .919 save percentage 
and a 2.27 goals-against average. 

Here’s how the Kings lined up yesterday evening against the Panthers – 

Tonight's @LAKings Line Rushes – 

Byfield – Kopitar – Kempe 

Iafallo – Danault – Arvidsson 

Fiala – Lizotte – Anderson-Dolan 

Kupari – Turcotte – Fagemo 

Anderson – Doughty 

Durzi – Roy 

Bjornfot – Walker 

Copley 

Quick 

— Zach Dooley (@DooleyLAK) January 27, 2023 

Veterans Alex Edler and Brendan Lemieux were the scratched players 
yesterday evening, with Edler replaced by defenseman Tobias Bjornfot 
coming out of the game in Philadelphia. Edler has sat in half of back-to-
back nights at times this season and could check back in here tonight in 
Tampa Bay. Lemieux hasn’t played since the game in Nashville, but is a 
viable option up front should the Kings opt for a lineup change at forward. 
Wouldn’t be surprised to see either play tonight, but we’ll need to wait 
until warmups to see if and where they’d check in. 

LIGHTNING VITALS: Tampa Bay enters tonight’s game with seven 
victories from their last nine games played. The Lightning are also 19-4-1 
at home this season, tied for the second most wins on home ice in the 
NHL. 

Regular starter Andrei Vasilevskiy has gotten the nod in nine of his 
team’s last ten games and with the All-Star break upcoming, we’ll expect 
him to get the start again tonight. Vasilevskiy is 7-3-0 all-time versus the 
Kings, with a .915 save percentage and a 2.87 goals-against average. 

Per Chris Krenn of Tampa Bay’s team website, here’s how the Lightning 
aligned during yesterday’s practice – 

Namestnikov-Stamkos-Kucherov 

Colton-Paul-Maroon 

Hagel-Cirelli-Killorn 

Fleury-Bellemare-Perry 

Hedman-Bogosian 

Sergachev-Perbix 

Cole-Cernak 

Foote 

Fleury filling in as a forward with Point's absence. Had a nice celly after 
his line scored too. 

— Chris Krenn (@Chris_Krenn) January 27, 2023 

Forward Brayden Point did not practice yesterday, though it was reported 
as simply a maintenance day and he should play tonight versus the 
Kings. Former Kings prospect Erik Cernak is set to feature tonight 
against the team that drafted him. Forward Steven Stamkos (5-7-12) and 
Nikita Kucherov (4-8-12) have 12 points each versus the Kings over the 
last 5 seasons. 

Notes – 

Nothing But Net (Special Teams) 

In the 2023 calendar year, the @LAKings lead the NHL in Net PP + PK 
(124.3%), which accounts for shorthanded goals in the totals. 

Another huge night on special teams with 2 shorties and a 5-for-5 effort 
on the PK. Biggest positive from the night in Florida. 

— Zach Dooley (@DooleyLAK) January 28, 2023 

When we talk about special teams, we typically look at the raw numbers. 
Commonly accepted and valuable. However, when you look at an NHL 
Team Statistics page, you’ll see that right next to power play and penalty 
kill statistics is a net power play and penalty kill column, which accounts 
for shorthanded goals for and against. 

We know all about the struggles the Kings had earlier this season on 
special teams, especially on the penalty kill, so it’s time to give them their 
due now that it’s been clicking. Since the calendar flipped from 2022 to 
2023, the Kings lead the NHL in Net PP + PK, coming in at 124.3%. A 5-
for-5 effort on the PK last night, combined with a pair of shorthanded 
goals, certainly helps to bolster that statistic. Only Carolina (6) has more 
shorthanded goals this month than the Kings do, with the Kings nearly at 
100 percent (97.0) when it comes to net penalty kill. 

There was a stretch earlier this season when the Kings allowed a power-
play goal in 10 consecutive games. Towards the end of that string, Todd 
McLellan talked candidly about how he felt the PK unit was improving 
overall, despite the goals going in far too regularly. He felt it was close. 
Now, we’re seeing the Kings reep the rewards of that progress. That 10-
game stretch, perhaps conveniently, ended on December 31 versus 
Philadelphia. Since that day, the Kings lead the league in net PK% and 
rank fourth in regular PK%. The Kings goal differential while shorthanded 
this month sits at just -1. Two games yet to go, including toinght against 
the NHL’s second-best power-play unit overall, but still good signs. 

Looking at the other side of the coin, the Kings had just two power plays 
last night and one lasted what felt like 15 seconds due to a tripping minor 
the other way. Still, both teams rank in the NHL’s Top-5 on the power-
play percentage this month. The Kings have scored a power-play goal in 
each of their last five games versus the Lightning and on the second half 
of a back-to-back set, special teams will be extremely important. The 
Kings expended a lot last night to get the win in Florida, so capitalizing on 
power-play situations will be key, if and when they arise. 

Speaking with Todd McLellan this morning, there’s some value in the net 
statistic versus the main one, but it’s also just part of the equation. 
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“It’s easier to look at from a penalty kill perspective, because you’re 
gaining numbers, but our power play has been victimized with some 
shorthanded goals against as well,” McLellan said this morning. “As a 
group, I think you have to build that in during the season, it’s going to 
happen. Rarely does a team not get scored on and rarely does a team 
not score a shorthanded goal. Overall, we don’t want to be giving up 
momentum on either of them, but we look more at the big number.” 

McLellan also shared that the Kings will evaluate based on time and not 
opportunities, which makes sense when you look specifically at what was 
the first LA power play of the evening. The Kings got a PP, but took a 
penalty less than 30 seconds in. Only one unit was on the ice and barely 
got setup. That penalty means that the backend only consists of that 
short PK time, perhaps an easy one to check off, though it was balanced 
by the major penalty assessed to Alex Turcotte, which led to three 
minutes as opposed to two. All goes into the evaluation process. 

“There’s times where we’ll use time versus opportunities,” he added. 
“Last night, our power play took a hit, we had a 15-second power play 
and Durzi took a penalty, so there’s a there’s a situation where the 
penalty kill gets a reward at the back end, the power play gets dinged on 
the front end, but it’s more important when you look at it based on time.” 

AND(erson)1 

It was a big night for little plays from defenseman Mikey Anderson. 

The possession stats tell a story and it’s fair. The Kings got caved in as a 
whole during the second half of last night’s game (18-40 in 5-on-5 shot 
attempts over the final 40 minutes) and as the top pairing, Anderson and 
Drew Doughty were a part of that. However, if you look deeper into what 
happened down the stretch, you’d take notice of an ever-large number of 
plays from Anderson that helped preserve the two points. A deflected 
pass through the slot. A cheeky, heads-up play out of the corner to 
relieve pressure on the penalty kill. A blocked shot late. Anderson has 
become known for making those types of plays and his Head Coach is 
taking notice. 

“It’s huge. One, he’s willing to do it and two, he’s become such a good 
player in anticipating where the play is going to go that he’s either got his 
body in the way or a stick breaking up a pass,” McLellan said of 
Anderson. “You’re not always getting out of your zone, but you’re 
relieving some of the instant pressure and making the team go and 
retrieve a puck again. He’s very good at it.” 

Mikey Anderson is so damn good. 

The amount of patience shown by him here to not throw the puck up the 
boards but make a short easy pass to Doughty was incredible. 

Play of the game.#GoKingsGo pic.twitter.com/VSR0PZJhG6 

— Russell Morgan (@NHLRussell) January 28, 2023 

Embedding this clip above, which was one of three, full-ice clears that 
Anderson was responible for creating. Right off the opening faceoff, 
Anderson won a battle in the left-hand circle to get a full, 200-foot clear 
immediately. As the PK wound down, Anderson chipped a puck to Blake 
Lizotte for a full-ice clear along the left-wing boards. Then, there’s this 
pass from Anderson to Doughty which got a key change with some 
terrific poise. Great sequence for Anderson, three of many plays made 
during the third period to help preserve a victory. 

“Yeah, Mikey is awesome,” goaltender Pheonix Copley said after the 
game. “He sacrifices the body and he does the right things, he’s a great 
defensive defenseman. He’s always just doing the right things out there 
and it’s good to see.” 

McLellan is hopeful to not see the Kings in so many of the situations 
where things like that are needed. If they are though, expect Anderson’s 
best to help to nullify them. 

Lastly, Insiders, sharing one final quote from McLellan this morning on 
the task at hand. Not often you park and ride a win, but a little. bitof that 
in his mind heading into tonight’s game in Tampa Bay. 

“With the turnover so quick today, back-to-back games, I think we’ve got 
to just focus on the task at hand here. A tough one obviously in this 
building, the way they’re playing right now, special teams are outstanding 
in their favor. If we put that one behind us and move on, I think we’re 
better off than dwelling on what went right or what went wrong in the 
second half or the last period of that game. Our focus, our attention, our 
energy is going to have to be present not past.” 

! 

Kings and Lightning tonight at 4 PM Pacific, 7 PM Eastern. A big – and 
exciting – task ahead for the *checks notes* Pacific Division leading LA 
Kings! 
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REIGN FINAL – Reign 7, Gulls 2 – Sturm, Madden, Tynan  

 

By Jared Shafran  

 

The Ontario Reign (22-15-1-1) got their offense going Saturday night, 
scoring three times in each of the first two periods on their way to a 7-2 
road victory over the San Diego Gulls (12-31-0-0) at Pechanga Arena. 

Lias Andersson continued his recent hot play, earning a four-point game 
for the first time in his career, while TJ Tynan had four assists for the 
second time in Ontario’s last four games and Tyler Madden posted his 
first-career three-point night with two goals and an assist. 

BOX SCORE 

More from head coach Marco Sturm, Madden and Tynan below. 

Cal Petersen made the start for the Reign and stopped 31 shots to 
secure his ninth AHL win of the year while picking up his first career AHL 
assist. 

Just 4:55 into the first, Andersson put the Reign ahead with an opening 
goal on a rush into the San Diego zone set up by Madden and Tynan. 

Later in the opening frame, Madden extended the Reign lead to 2-0 with 
his third power play goal of the season by knocking home a loose 
rebound in front of the net at 12:41. Assists on the play went to his 
linemates Andersson and Tynan. 

The Gulls responded quickly to earn their first strike of the night on a shot 
by Bryce Kindopp 40 seconds after Madden’s goal, cutting Ontario’s 
advantage to 2-1. 

But just 17 seconds after San Diego got on the board, Martin Chromiak 
found room down the left wing and took the puck to the net, eventually 
slipping it past goaltender Olle Eriksson Ek to put the Reign back in front 
by two goals at 3-1. Chromiak’s eighth tally of the season was the third 
goal in a span of 57 seconds during the first and came with assists for 
Kim Nousiainen and Petersen. 

The Gulls cut into their deficit 1:33 into the second when Rocco Grimaldi 
beat Petersen with a wrister to make it 3-2, but the remainder of the 
frame saw Ontario net three more goals to increase their lead. 

Jacob Moverare scored his second goal of the year, both of which have 
come against San Diego, at 4:39 of the middle period by cleaning up a 
shot from Aidan Dudas that went off both posts and remained loose in 
the crease. 

Then Moverare got his second point of the period at 11:02 when his initial 
shot created a rebound at the side of the SD net which Andersson 
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deposited into the cage for his second goal of the night and 19th of the 
season which also had a second assist credited to Tynan. 

The Gulls then made a goaltending change, turning to Lukas Dostal after 
Eriksson Ek allowed Ontario’s fifth goal. 

With 1:12 remaining in the middle period, Madden scored his second 
power play goal of the game, netting another rebound strike just 18 
seconds into the man-advantage from Andersson and Tynan. 

Ontario tacked on its final goal at 14:25 of the third when Alan Quine 
slapped home a pass through the slot by Taylor Ward. Quine’s fifth goal 
of the season was the lone tally during the final frame, as Petersen 
turned aside 19 San Diego shots during the last 20 minutes to keep the 
home team off the board. 

The Reign outshot the Gulls 37-33 overall while capitalizing on the only 
two power plays of the night. Saturday’s game was the first time during 
2022-23 that Ontario went a full game without spending any time 
shorthanded. 

Eriksson Ek suffered the loss, finishing with 13 saves in 31 minutes of 
action while Dostal made 17 saves on 19 shots in relief during 28:58. 

Ontario returns home to Toyota Arena on Sunday evening for a matchup 
against the Calgary Wranglers at 5 p.m. 

Marco Sturm 

On Tyler Madden playing on the top line 

Tynan and Lias [Andersson] have been really hot right now. We felt like 
they needed a guy who they could play with, and Madden was our guy 
and he did a good job today. It was not just on the power play but on five-
on-five. He can make plays and that’s why he’s playing on the first line 
right now. 

On not having to spend any time killing penalties 

San Diego played last night, so they probably didn’t have their best 
game. They looked a little tired as well, so that was probably part of it. 
We like it that way. We had our couple power plays and we didn’t have to 
kill anything and that doesn’t really happen very often. It was definitely a 
clean game. 

On Cal Petersen’s big saves in the final minutes 

That’s why he’s one of the better goalies and that’s why he’s an NHL 
goalie. The message [to the team] was not just to get the game done, 
and that also goes for the goalie. Don’t let him hang. He’s one of us and 
he’s been outstanding since he’s been with us, so we wanted to take 
care of him too. He did a pretty good job tonight. 

On tomorrow’s game against Calgary 

We just want to make sure we get some rest tonight. It’s going to be a 
different opponent tomorrow. We just played them but we also knew it 
took a lot of work, and we’ve got to make sure we’re ready to play 
tomorrow and to give everything we have. 

Tyler Madden 

TJ Tynan 
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Kings Locker Room: Iafallo on Communication & McLellan on Individual 
Mistakes 

 

By Austin Stanovich  

 

The Los Angeles Kings couldn't extend their win streak to four games 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning Saturday. Feeling the effects of back-
to-back games in a big way, the Kings were a step behind all night. 

Hear from Alex Iafallo and Todd McLellan after a tough loss. 

Iafallo on what was missing against Tampa: 

Communication. Defensive zone (we) gave up a lot of chances down the 
pipe. I feel like we had to take away chances through the middle and we 
didn't from the start. 

On individual mistakes versus structural breakdowns: 

I guess both, when you don't communicate it leads to individual 
(mistakes). I just feel like, as a whole, we didn't get it done defensively. 
Defense and offense. Sometimes that's the way it goes and you have to 
try and regroup after that happens and we didn't. 

On a lack of communication all night or just on goals against: 

From the start, I think. Maybe just in the d(efensive) zone actually. If one 
guy's cutting then you have to tell the other guy to cover for each other so 
certain mishaps like that lead to goals.  

McLellan on if recent bad habits creeped into the first-period 
performance: 

Actually, the first period wasn't a disaster. We made three or four 
mistakes and they ended up in our net, that happens often in a game, it's 
just these guys capitalized on it. They're very capable of doing that. I 
thought our communication in the d(efensive) zone wasn't where it 
needed to be, sometimes we had opportunities for clean breakouts we 
didn't execute. And then, they got alone around our net a lot, so, our net 
play was poor. But, I don't think that the first period was the disaster we 
might think it was. A few mistakes and it's in our net. 

On Quick's lack of wins impacting the team at all: 

No, it doesn't affect the team emotionally or mentally. He goes in to play, 
I thought he played a pretty damn good game and made some good 
saves when we needed them. Players are pulling for him. It's actually a 
pretty good motivating factor right now, we care about him and we want 
to play hard for him and we'll get him a win. 

On the Danault line getting some momentum off a lucky goal: 

Yeah, sometimes you have to get an ugly one or a fortunate one, if you 
will, to go your way. The puck will go in the net for you eventually. You 
look at Iafallo last night, he started the game with a post, started the third 
period with a post. They're getting close and things are almost in the net 
for them. Arvy (Arvidsson) starts the game with a two-on-one right off the 
bat today. So they have some looks and you aren't going to be clean all 
year, you'll go through some ups and downs. But, I think the line is 
playing better now than it did five or six games ago. 
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Kings Look Gassed, Lose to Lightning 5-2 

 

By Austin Stanovich  

 

The Los Angeles Kings were clearly impacted by having to play back-to-
back games in their 5-2 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning. They looked 
gassed all night and were sloppy throughout. Looking at the schedule, 
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this was always going to be a tough game for the Kings, so a loss 
shouldn't feel like the end of the world.  

First Period:  

The Kings' carelessness with the puck from Friday's game carried over 
into Saturday. With the team struggling to cleanly break out of their zone. 

This carelessness bit them five minutes in, as Sean Walker's errant pass 
was picked up by Nikita Kucherov, who fed Brayden Point in front. Point 
finished from in tight putting the Lightning up 1-0. 

Just over a minute later, Sean Durzi's clear attempt was stopped by Nick 
Perbix, who fed Pierre Edouard-Bellemare in the slot. From there, 
Bellemare sniped Jonathan Quick to quickly go up 2-0. 

Jaret Anderson-Dolan got the Kings back into the game at 10:12. Coming 
down the left wing Anderson-Dolan put a tame shot on net that squeaked 
through Andrei Vasilevskiy's body and into the net. An 
uncharacteristically bad goal from the Lightning netminder.  

Five minutes later, the Lightning regained their two-goal lead. A shot from 
the point deflected off Matt Roy's stick right to Corey Perry. Who turned 
and shot the puck into an empty net.  

Drew Doughty then took a penalty with 20 seconds remaining in the 
period. Leaving the Kings with 1:40 to kill in the second period. 

Second Period: 

The Kings continued to struggle in this game, looking slow on the second 
night of a back-to-back. 

Tampa kept the Kings at arm's length for most of the period, eventually 
outshooting them 17-9.  

The Lightning then extended their lead to three goals with five minutes 
remaining. Ross Colton was left wide open in front of the Kings net and 
picked up a rebound that he buried. 

The Kings did get some life after Phil Danault's centering feed went off 
Ian Cole and past Vasilevskiy. 

Down two heading into the third, the Kings have a mountain to climb 
against Tampa.  

Third Period: 

The Lightning were more than happy to sit back and defend their lead. 
Rarely committing too many players into the offensive zone and opting 
for the safe option on most plays.  

With Vasilevskiy behind them, the Lightning were able to see out their 
three-goal lead with relative ease.  

The Kings generated some offense, particularly off an early chance from 
the second line, but couldn't make any kind of breakthrough.  

With four minutes left, Victor Hedman ended the Kings' hope of a 
comeback, wiring a slap shot from the point past Quick and into the net.  

The Kings will be back in action Tuesday against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 
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Kings vs Lightning Game 52: Lines, Notes & How to Watch 

 

By Austin Stanovich  

 

The Los Angeles Kings (28-17-6) will look to extend their win streak to 
four games Saturday against the Tampa Bay Lightning (31-15-1). 

The Kings aren't on the prettiest of three-game win streaks and will need 
to be better than they were last night against the Lightning. 

The Lightning are coming off back-to-back wins, including a victory over 
the league-leading Boston Bruins on Thursday. Led by superstars like 
Nikita Kucherov, Steven Stamkos, Brayden Point and Victor Hedman, the 
Kings are in for a difficult night.  The game will become more difficult if 
they get into penalty trouble again. 

They got away with taking five penalties against the Panthers Friday, but 
shouldn't expect that to work again Saturday. 

With no morning skate, there isn't any indication of lineup changes. So, 
the only change we'll expect is Jonathan Quick in for Pheonix Copley. 

Expected Los Angeles Kings Lines: 

Quinton Byfield-Anze Kopitar-Adrian Kempe 

Alex Iafallo-Phil Danault-Viktor Arvidsson 

Kevin Fiala -Blake Lizotte-Jaret Anderson-Dolan 

Rasmus Kupari-Alex Turcotte-Samuel Fagemo/Brendan Lemieux 

Defense: 

Mikey Anderson-Drew Doughty 

Sean Durzi-Matt Roy 

Alex Edler-Sean Walker 

Goalies: 

Jonathan Quick 

Pheonix Copley 

Expected Tampa Bay Lightning Lines: 

Brandon Hagel-Brayden Point-Nikita Kucherov 

Anthony Cirelli-Steve Stamkos-Alex Killorn 

Ross Colton-Nick Paul-Pat Maroon 

Vladislav Namestnikov-Marc-Edouard Bellemare-Corey Perry 

Defense: 

Victor Hedman-Zach Bogosian 

Ian Cole-Erik Cernak 

Mikhail Sergachev-Cal Foote 

Goalies: 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

Brian Elliot 

Special Teams: 

Los Angeles Kings Power Play: 42-175, 24%, 10th in NHL 

Los Angeles Kings Penalty Kill: 44-174, 74.71%, 24th in NHL 

Tampa Bay Lightning Power Play: 44-163, 2nd in NHL, 26.99% 

Tampa Bay Lightning Penalty Kill: 33-169, 80.65%, 13th in NHL 

Los Angeles Kings Pregame Notes: 

Tonight marks the second game of the Kings’ seventh set of back-to-
backs this season. Prior to this weekend, the team is 6-3-3 in back-to-
backs (4-2-0 in the first game, 2-1-3 in the second). 
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Quinton Byfield notched his 20th career NHL point with his assist on 
Kopitar’s first-period goal last night vs. the Panthers. Per NHL PR, Byfield 
(20 years, 161 days) is the second Kings player in the past 10 years to 
hit this mark at age 20 or younger (Arthur Kaliyev, 20 years and 253 
days, March 6, 2021). 

Mikey Anderson picked up an assist last night for his 12th point of the 
campaign, establishing a new single-season career-high (1- 10=11 in 
2020-21). 

Forward Rasmus Kupari skates into Amalie Arena one game shy of 100 
in his career. He is set to become the 24th skater from the 2018 NHL 
Draft class to reach this mark. 

Only Carolina (6) has more shorthanded goals since Jan. 1, 2023 than 
the Kings (3). 

How to WATCH: 

TV: Bally Sports West, ESPN+; Radio: iHeartRadio 
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Observations: Sabres earn another point, end 'big road trip' with shootout 
loss 

 

Lance Lysowski  

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. – As a crowd of 19,212 serenaded the Minnesota Wild 
moments after Frederick Gaudreau’s shootout winner late Saturday 
night, the Sabres quietly filed back to their dressing room to prepare for 
the flight back to Buffalo. 

Their disappointment was evident in the stoic expressions on their faces, 
yet there was also a sense of pride in the aftermath of the 3-2 loss in 
Xcel Energy Center. The Sabres earned seven out of a possible eight 
points on a four-game road trip that featured three of the top teams in the 
Western Conference. 

“At least we got a point out of it, which is big,” said Sabres coach Don 
Granato. “And the road trip in itself, I think we got seven out of eight 
points, which is really good. It’s a good trip, so these guys should walk 
out of here with their heads up.” 

Minnesota is playoff-hardened opponent with a future Hall of Fame 
goaltender and its players weren’t going to be as careless with the puck 
as they were in Buffalo three weeks prior when they watched the Sabres 
scored six goals. 

This was the Sabres’ 15th game in 28 days, and they were without two 
important players in defenseman Mattias Samuelsson and center Dylan 
Cozens. Still, the Sabres had opportunities to extend their win streak to 
six games. Tage Thompson hit the post twice, and Rasmus Dahlin 
jammed the puck past Marc-Andre Fleury a split-second after time 
expired in the second period.     

The Sabres had the puck to start the overtime, but, in the end, the game 
was decided in the shootout when the Wild scored in each of the three 
rounds against goalie Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. 

“I thought we played a pretty good game,” said Thompson, who scored 
Buffalo’s lone shootout goal. “A little slow at first, but I thought overall we 
played a pretty solid game. Kept things simple for the most part. I think 
when we didn’t that’s when they got their chances and their offense. … 
It’s important to look at the positives, too. 

“That was a big road trip for us, and we found ways to get points in every 
game. That’s a great job by guys committing to game plans every single 
night regardless of who’s in the lineup.” 

Trailing early against a team like the Wild is a recipe for disaster. 
Minnesota entered the game 16-4-3 when scoring first. And despite the 
Sabres’ disjointed start Saturday night, they managed to breakthrough 
2:22 in because of a remarkable individual effort by rookie winger Jack 
Quinn. 

Wild defenseman Jake Middleton’s shot the puck off the glass to try to 
clear it from his own zone, but Quinn was there to prevent it from 
crossing the blue line. Quinn skated toward the right-wing circle and 
curled back toward the blue line while protecting the puck from Connor 
Dewar. 

Quinn then skated down the slot and snapped a quick shot to beat Marc-
Andre Fleury for the 1-0 lead and his eight goal of the season. 

“What a great goal, obviously, to start it out,” said Granato. “Lots of skill, 
awareness, hockey sense and just a nice, calm presence.” 

Jacob Bryson’s high-sticking penalty only 62 seconds later prevented the 
Sabres from gaining any momentum off Quinn’s play. The Wild’s power 
play struck quickly when Luukkonen got out of position trying to deny a 
rebound, and the puck was passed back out in front to Joel Eriksson Ek, 
who chipped it past Buffalo’s goaltender to tie it 1-1 with 16:25 to play in 
the first period. 

It was an ugly period first period for the Sabres. Their three penalties 
prevented them from playing their puck-possession game at 5-on-5. 
Granato quickly changed his forward lines to try to spark a change with 
Dylan Cozens out because of an undisclosed injury suffered on a high hit 
Thursday night in Winnipeg. 

The Sabres failed to record a shot on goal during their only power play, 
and they were outshot 13-9 during the first period. They’ve learned to be 
patient, though. There were times last season, and even earlier in this 
campaign, when they’d press if an opponent swarmed defensively like 
the Wild did early. 

Sensing a change was needed, Granato moved forwards on three of his 
four forward lines to try to generate offense against a staunch defensive 
team. Casey Mittelstadt centered Jeff Skinner and Victor Olofsson. Quinn 
and JJ Peterka each spent time with Thompson and Alex Tuch. 

After killing another penalty early in the second period, Buffalo took 
another lead to silence the sellout crowd. Peyton Krebs won a one-on-
one battle for the puck behind Minnesota’s net and passed out front to 
Kyle Okposo, who baited Fleury into dropping to the ice and passed over 
to Girgensons to setup the go-ahead goal at 9:50 in. 

“We just tried to play our game,” said Sabres captain Kyle Okposo. 
“They’re a good team over there. They take a lot of pride defensively and 
we put up a six-spot on them last game, so we knew they were going to 
knuckle down defensively. I just think we played the game that was there. 
We’re starting to figure out how we need to play, and we just need to 
make sure we continue to take what’s given.” 

Again, the Sabres didn’t have the lead for long. The Wild tied it again with 
7:21 left in the second period when Jared Spurgeon one-timed a 
backdoor pass by Gaudreau. 

Luukkonen was exceptional in the third period when the Sabres were 
working to establish their fast-paced style of play that can be a difficult 
matchup for the Wild. He stopped Sam Steel when the center bolted 
down the right wing and another test occurred shortly thereafter when 
Mats Zuccarello was given space to fire a shot from the slot. 

Thompson and Mittelstadt were among the Sabres who tested Fleury 
with shots from in tight in the third period. And in overtime, Buffalo had 
the pick first because Okposo won the opening faceoff. A few missed 
opportunities led to the Wild controlling the puck, but Luukkonen stopped 
each of the three shots he faced to help send it to a shootout. He finished 
with 33 saves, four more than Fleury. 

A wildly entertaining game was determined by a shootout, though. The 
Sabres have earned points in seven straight and eight of their last nine. 
Their 12-2-2 record on the road since Nov. 22 is the best mark in the 
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league since Nov. 22, and their active seven-game point streak on the 
road is the franchise's longest since 2011. 

They’re not playing high-risk hockey, either. This was their sixth straight 
game allowing three or fewer goals, an important step for a team that’s 
averaging a league-best 3.76 goals per game. 

“It’s been a grind of a month,” acknowledged Thompson. “A lot of hockey 
in not a lot of days. That’s when you have to simplify things. I think we 
found out when we simplify, that’s when we get results, and we break 
teams down. That’s when we get our offense and that’s what we’ve 
committed to this month.” 

A win would have catapulted the Sabres into a playoff spot. Instead, 
they’re one point behind the reeling Pittsburgh Penguins for the second 
wild-card spot. The condensed schedule in January caused Granato to 
prioritize rest and recovery between games. The Sabres have practiced 
only twice since Jan. 9. Now, they’ll play only four games in 20 days, 
starting Wednesday night in Buffalo against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“We know where we’re at and it’s fun to play these games, but at the 
same time, you literally have to win your day,” said Okposo. “And that’s it. 
Whether it’s a practice day, whether it’s a day off, game day, whatever it 
is. You focus on the here and now. You can check the standings once 
after the game, but you’ve got to just focus on yourself and what you can 
control because when you start looking ahead that’s when negative 
things start to snowball.” 

Here are other observations from the game: 

1. Keeping pace 

Fans were clamoring to see Krebs center Quinn and Peterka with 
Cozens out. A reunion of Krebs, Peterka and Quinn would give the 
Sabres a dynamic group on offense, but you won’t see Granato make 
that change anytime soon. 

Krebs has looked like a different player between Okposo and 
Girgensons. Their chemistry was on display throughout this game and 
provided the club with a consistent trio at a time when Granato had to 
change three out of his four lines. 

2. Finding a way 

For what Quinn lacks in size and strength at 21 years old, he makes up 
for it with his on-ice instincts. The 2020 first-round draft pick has been in 
the right spots when he doesn’t have the puck, particularly in the 
defensive zone. It’s allowed his line, typically centered by Cozens, to 
regain possession of the puck. His 16 takeaways at 5-on-5 entering 
Saturday ranked sixth on the team. 

This time, Quinn made a pay in the offensive zone that he turned into a 
goal. It was only his second in 23 games, and he’s up to 20 points in 41 
games. This was also one of the better games Peterka has played this 
month. He had two shots on goal in 15 minutes of ice time and earned 
shifts with the top line. 

“It’s a window into the future with those two kids, as talented as they are,” 
said Granato. 

3. Risk averse 

The Sabres weren’t going to take a risk with Samuelsson and Cozens. 
Granato explained after the game Saturday that he and General 
Manager Kevyn Adams decided to sit both because it wasn’t worth 
rushing either player back into the lineup with a few days before the next 
game. 

Samuelsson missed a second consecutive game after participating in the 
morning skate Saturday, while Cozens joined the group midway through 
the on-ice workout and worked off to the side. Cozens was helped to the 
bench by teammates Thursday in Winnipeg after he was struck in the 
neck by Jets defenseman Nate Schmidt. 

“They both skated this morning, but I just didn’t want to throw them in,” 
said Granato. “We’ve played lots of hockey, and I don’t want to make 

things worse at this point. We’re in a good position moving forward. 
We’re not in a position to take risks on those two guys, not today.” 

4. Next 

The Sabres host the Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday as their last 
game before the All-Star break and bye week. 
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Inside the NHL: Unsatisfying end to Bills' season oddly reminiscent to 
demise of 2006-07 Stanley Cup-favorite Sabres 

 

Mike Harrington  

 

The hype is enormous, right from the second training camp opens. The 
mentality is championship or bust. They're the chic choice of national 
media from coast to coast. The season starts spectacularly, living up to 
every ounce of the buildup. 

But as the schedule progresses, the pressure builds. There is a joyless 
element to the end of the regular season, an interminable wait for the 
playoffs to begin and for the ultimate story to be written for all time. 

By then, after months of ebbs and flows, the level of play has eroded. 
The season ends prematurely. No title. No first parade down Delaware 
Avenue, no championship rally in Niagara Square.  

In the big picture, the above scenario of the 2022-23 Bills carved a path 
that was oddly similar to the 2006-07 Sabres. The what-ifs will never fade 
away. 

There were a couple major differences, of course. The end of the Bills' 
season will forever be remembered for the incredible adversity they dealt 
with, from snowstorms to the on-field collapse of Damar Hamlin. The 
Sabres did not have those kind of life challenges, as their big topic was 
the theory – eventually proven true – that this was the end of an era 
because of the looming departures of co-captains Daniel Briere and 
Chris Drury. 

And don't confuse your years with this comparison. The 2005-06 Sabres 
came out of nowhere, beat Philadelphia in the first round of the playoffs, 
upset Ottawa on the Jason Pominville "Scary Good" overtime goal before 
losing just about all their defensemen to injury and the Eastern 
Conference final in Game 7 at Carolina. 

We're talking about 2006-07. When they came back for another shot at 
the big prize. This newspaper's annual October season preview section, 
which almost always stages a photo shoot for its full-page cover, didn't 
do one in October of 2006. 

What was the cover? A small, stock picture of Briere with a giant shot of 
the Stanley Cup. The massive headline read "The Quest Starts Now" 
(and was adorned by that hideous slug logo). The Cup was the only thing 
to talk about. 

The start was everything you wanted. The Sabres opened the season 
tying the NHL record with 10 straight victories. They were 15-1-1 after 17 
games. By February, they were a lock as the Cup favorites and the 
Presidents Trophy winners. Much like the Boston Bruins are now. 

But they never seemed comfortable. The Bills barely beat the Tua-less 
Miami Dolphins at home in the first round of this year's playoffs. 
Remember how the Sabres struggled past the Ted Nolan-led Islanders in 
Round 1 in 2007 and needed the Drury "Who Else" tying goal late in 
Game 5 and Maxim Afinogenov's overtime winner to turn the tide and 
beat the Rangers in six games in Round 2? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 29, 2023 

 

Buffalo was infinitely more talented than both of those teams but never 
found its 'A' game. Same with the Bills against Miami. Then came a real 
challenge. The Bills got clubbed at home by Cincinnati. The Sabres lost 
the East final to Ottawa in five games, going 0-3 at home in the series 
and dropping the finale on Daniel Alfredsson's overtime goal. 

They haven't been out of the first round of the playoffs since. 

I was watching from afar in Dallas, and the Bills seemed stunned by the 
depth of the butt-kicking they took from the Bengals. But it was clear they 
had lost to a better team and that a variety of factors conspired to rob us 
of the team that started 6-1 and looked every bit the role of Super Bowl 
favorite. 

Fifteen years ago, I'll never forget the joy in the Ottawa locker room – 
former Sabres coach/GM John Muckler was with Ottawa then and 
relished the win – and the stunned silence down the hall in the Sabres' 
quarters on that Saturday afternoon when Buffalo's Cup hopes vanished. 

"I just wanted to keep playing, to take that next step," Briere said quietly 
that day. "I really had the feeling this year was our year. That's what 
makes it so tough to swallow. We shared something very special with the 
fans. It started building last year, but it reached another level I didn't think 
was possible. That's what hurts the most. It feels like we let them down." 

Current Sabres winger and Bills fan extraordinaire Alex Tuch 
understands how his counterparts in Orchard Park feel today, just like the 
Sabres felt in 2007. 

When he was with the Vegas Golden Knights, Tuch endured the same 
kind of last-game misery. There was Game 5 of the 2018 Cup final 
against Washington. The Game 7 stunner in the first round in 2019 
against San Jose, when a 3-0 third-period lead vanished and Vegas lost 
in overtime. A loss in Game 5 of the West final in 2020 to Dallas in the 
Edmonton bubble, and a six-game upset defeat to Montreal at the same 
spot in 2021 when a return trip to the final seemed like a lock. 

"It all comes as a shock.  it's gut-wrenching, it's miserable," Tuch 
recounted to this corner last week in Dallas. "You're waking up the next 
day and you're like, 'OK, we've got to play another game.' In football, it's 
single elimination, it's you lose a game and it's over and that's a whole 
different type of stress and a whole different type of situation. 

"But when you're playing that Stanley Cup final, it consumes you and 
then you lose and you're not. You don't have the game to look forward to. 
You kind of sit there like, 'What do I do?' You wake up the next morning 
and your emotions are everywhere. It's tough." 

Tuch knows the Bills probably spent the aftermath of the Cincinnati loss 
stunned they weren't preparing to make the trip to Atlanta for the neutral-
site championship game against Kansas City. 

"I feel bad for them. Truly," he said. "You've just got to look forward to 
next season. I had a ton of fun cheering for them, watching their success 
and they're a hungry team. With Josh (Allen), they have a quarterback 
that's hungry. They have a coaching staff and ownership and 
management and players throughout the whole lineup that are hungry, 
and they're going to be starting to prepare for next year right away. 

"But now it's time for them to go on a little vacation and rest the body and 
relax and recover because it's a long and grueling season for them. I'm 
still excited for what the future holds." 

That's the one true difference here. The current Bills have some definite 
tweaking to do and there will be some departures due to the salary cap. 
But their window remains open, even though they seem farther away 
from the Super Bowl than at any time the last three years.  

The '06-07 Sabres had a last-chance feeling around them. Less than two 
months later, Drury and Briere were gone in free agency. The Sabres 
didn't return to the playoffs until 2010 and still have not won a single 
round in the postseason since beating the Rangers in May of '07. 

Tuch on Miller Night 

Tuch, of course, grew up in suburban Syracuse down the street from Tim 
Connolly and as a fan of the 2000s Sabres, so he was in his glory on 
Ryan Miller Night. 

"It was an unbelievable experience for me seeing those guys," he said. "I 
met a couple for the first time and one I had a really long conversation 
with was J.P. Dumont. That was really interesting. It was great, just to be 
able to pick his brain and talk to him like a regular human being instead 
of just like a fan growing as a little kid. Really amazing, really 
unbelievable." 

Mike Harrington: A night to renew 'Miller Time' was a celebration of the 
icon from a wonderful era of Sabres history 

Tuch was thrilled to have another team picture with a Sabres legend, as 
the players gathered on the ice with Miller after the overtime win over the 
New York Islanders  just as they did with Rick Jeanneret in April. 

"I'm putting that up on my wall, that's for sure. Ryan deserved it," Tuch 
said. "And you saw the guys that came out and supported him from all 
over just to be there for his special night. You see that and you know how 
good of a person he is when that happens." 

More Hall inductions? 

Pominville and Val James were inducted into the Rochester Amerks Hall 
of Fame on Friday night and here's hoping the induction of Miller will 
once again open the door for others to the Sabres Hall of Fame, which 
had sat dormant for eight years. 

One of the highlights of the Miller ceremony was the introduction of many 
of the beloved members of the teams from his playing days. And while 
it's going to be many years before we ever see another retired number 
ceremony, it made you realize we should be having more Hall of Fame 
nights in our immediate future. 

You would think Pominville and Thomas Vanek would be locks. Probably 
Derek Roy too. Based on his popularity as a player combined with now 
nearly two decades as a broadcaster, current analyst Rob Ray should be 
worthy of the honor as well and Martin Biron is building a similar résumé. 
Lindy Ruff will get the call too. 

You wonder what a Hall committee would think of Miroslav Satan, Alexei 
Zhitnik or Brian Campbell. Or how the exits would impact the candidacy 
of Briere and Drury. What about longtime complements like Jochen 
Hecht, Henrik Tallinder or Paul Gaustad? And with the passage of time 
and a review of accomplishments, one would imagine Darcy Regier and 
Tom Golisano are worth discussion as well. 

Eichel going bust in Vegas 

Jack Eichel didn't have a goal in his last seven games for Vegas heading 
into Saturday's contest against the New York Islanders. In his last nine 
games? One goal, one assist, two points and a ghastly minus-12 rating. 
And while that makes you wonder if Eichel simply isn't healthy after he 
missed nearly a month with a lower-body injury, coach Bruce Cassidy 
isn't mincing words about Eichel's play, especially in the absence of 
injured captain Mark Stone. 

"Jack just hasn't been the same driving force for us as he was at the start 
of the year on both ends of the ice," Cassidy said after a recent loss to 
Detroit. "The expectations are not being met from Jack. He needs to be 
better for us especially as we're down a few guys that create offense for 
us. He needs to be one of the drivers." 

Since that rant, Eichel is pointless and minus-4 in four games. Vegas is 
1-5-1 without Stone and has suddenly slipped to third in the Pacific 
Division. It's hard to imagine them falling out of the playoffs entirely for 
the second straight year but Colorado, the first team currently out, 
entered Saturday just six points behind Vegas. 

Around the boards 

• The Sabres host Carolina here Wednesday in their final game before 
the All-Star break and their bye week. They have 10 days between 
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games, with the next one after that not until Feb. 11 against Calgary. It 
will be interesting to see where they are in the playoff race by that date 
as Florida and the New York Islanders will have a full slate of games that 
week while Buffalo sits idle. 

The Sabres are going to have games in hand for a while but they will pay 
the piper at the end of the season. They have six games in the last 13 
days of March and their April schedule consists of eight games over 14 
days. 

• Tuesday marked the 45th anniversary of the NHL All-Star Game's lone 
appearance in Buffalo. On Jan. 24, 1978, in Memorial Auditorium, Rick 
Martin scored the tying goal in the final two minutes and Gilbert Perreault 
tallied the winner in overtime as the Wales Conference pulled out a 3-2 
win over the Campbell Conference. 

• As they head to the 50-game mark, the Anaheim Ducks entered the 
weekend allowing the most shots on goal per game in the league at 38.9 
per game. Worse yet, that would be the all-time record if it held up. The 
most is the 38.3 allowed by the expansion Washington Capitals of 1974-
75, who finished with a record of 8-67-5 that remains the worst in history. 

The Ducks have seven regulation wins and the all-time record low for a 
full season in the expansion era is 8, set by the '74-75 Caps and the '91-
92 San Jose Sharks (11-71-2). When they lost here to the Sabres last 
weekend, 6-3, Anaheim fell to an astonishing 1-21 in games decided by 
three or more goals. 
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Phil Housley marveling from afar as Rasmus Dahlin ascends for Sabres 

 

Lance Lysowski  

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. – Phil Housley’s view of NHL games is different than 
the one he had from behind the bench the past nine seasons. 

After departing from his role as an assistant coach with the Arizona 
Coyotes over the summer, he’s watching from his couch. And, naturally, 
the Buffalo Sabres, whom he starred for as a defenseman for eight 
seasons and coached for two, are among the teams he’s watched 
closely. 

And each time Housley tunes into a Sabres game, he marvels over the 
defenseman he tutored through a pressure-packed rookie season in 
2018-19: Rasmus Dahlin. 

“It’s great to see him have a great season so far, and they're knocking on 
the playoffs, which is great,” Housley said when reached by phone this 
week. “These are really meaningful games and he's going to learn this 
year going through that.” 

Four seasons after playing under Housley, Dahlin has established 
himself as one of the best in the world at his position. At 22 years old, 
he’s the anchor of a defense corps that’s been the engine behind the 
Sabres’ transformation into a prolific offensive team with Don Granato as 
coach. 

Dahlin’s no longer the quiet, intensely competitive teenager who 
successfully navigated the challenge of being the top pick in the NHL 
draft. Through self-reflection, support from teammates and applying 
harsh lessons learned, he’s developed into a dynamic defenseman who 
consistently makes highlight-reel plays with the puck and shuts down the 
opponents’ top players. 

For Housley, watching the unfinished product of Dahlin’s tireless work 
conjures memories of their season together in Buffalo. Knowing all too 

well what Dahlin endured along the way, Housley gushed when 
discussing what his former student has achieved. Each time Dahlin 
approaches a milestone, Housley is typically the record-holder. Drafted 
sixth overall by Buffalo in 1982, Housley is still the franchise’s all-time 
leader for goals and points by a defenseman. 

“It’s great for him because records are made to be broken,” Housley told 
The Buffalo News. “I always had a soft spot for him because he was just 
a young kid coming in. We tried to make him feel comfortable. We tried to 
insulate him as best as we could because we knew he was going to 
break through. And there were times during that year where you’d shake 
your head and go, ‘Wow, that was unbelievable.’ 

“He had to manage those down years, and he kept coming back and 
said, ‘I’m gonna get better, I’m gonna get stronger, I’m gonna get faster,' 
and now he’s just on the brink of it. And everybody’s getting to see what 
he’s all about.” 

'Building block' 

Housley was preparing for his second season as the Sabres’ coach in 
the summer of 2018 when he poured through video of Dahlin, who was 
the consensus top prospect in the NHL draft. And when then-General 
Manager Jason Botterill announced Dahlin as Buffalo’s selection in 
Dallas that June, Housley got to shake the hand of the kid who, in some 
ways, would follow in his footsteps. 

“I felt like this is a big piece of the building block for the Buffalo Sabres 
organization, and you sort of get giddy that you've got this gem and 
you're going to be able to work with him,” Housley recalled. 

As an 18-year-old defenseman in 1982, Housley entered an environment 
that helped him thrive as a rookie. In the locker room, the Sabres had 
Gilbert Perreault, Mike Foligno, Mike Ramsey, Lindy Ruff, Craig Ramsay 
and Larry Playfair, among others. They were quick to make sure Housley 
felt comfortable on and off the ice. And behind the bench, Buffalo had 
Hall of Fame coach Scotty Bowman. Housley’s 558 points rank fifth 
among all skaters in franchise history. He appeared in 608 regular-
season games with the Sabres from 1983-90, and he was inducted into 
the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2015. 

The Sabres of the '80s and '90s (copy) 

Phil Housley’s 558 points rank fifth among all skaters in Sabres' franchise 
history.  

Harry Scull Jr./News file photo 

Bowman taught Housley a lesson that would be useful when he began to 
coach – put players in a position to succeed. Bowman didn’t try to make 
Housley a different type of defenseman. The kid from Minnesota was told 
to go play his game. And when Dahlin arrived in Buffalo with the same 
wide-eyed look, Housley delivered the same instruction. 

“I think we all knew that Rasmus was going to make the team, obviously, 
because of his talent and to be able to experience the NHL,” said 
Housley. “And I think the one thing for me, coming in, I can really relate 
to what he went through. The expectation and just the day-to-day 
operation of being in the NHL. It was really eye-opening. … I think he did 
an incredible job with his attitude. I mean, he's a great person to coach. 
He wants to learn, and he wants to get better.” 

Given the green light to join the play on offense, Dahlin made an 
immediate impact and played a key role in the Sabres’ 10-game win 
streak in November 2018. The club didn’t have the depth up front or on 
the back end to sustain, but the memorable three-week run created 
heightened, unrealistic expectations when, in reality, the priority should 
have been development. Fans were clamoring for the playoffs, and it was 
the first real taste of success they experienced in years. 

Not only did Dahlin have to handle the pressure of being the No. 1 pick 
and playing defense in the best league in the world at 18, but he was 
also in a situation in which each loss was treated from the outside as 
catastrophic. As Dahlin sat at his dressing room stall Thursday in 
Winnipeg, he conceded the season felt far longer than 82 games. During 
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his first preseason, Dahlin was livid when the Sabres lost. In Buffalo, he 
wanted to win immediately. And he expected himself to be the best. 

Though the trust of Housley and defense coach Steve Smith provided 
Dahlin a sense of freedom, only time and experience would reveal how to 
balance the euphoria of victory with the disappointment of defeat. 

“Allowing me to play my game was probably the best thing Phil could do 
for me my first year because after that year, I knew I could play offense in 
this league,” said Dahlin. “And then, whatever, a year and a half came, 
and I didn't have that confidence. It was huge having him that year. I 
remember he just took me into some meetings and just told me to be 
more confident, play more with the puck. 

“I learned pretty quick that if you’re up and down every game, you’re 
going to get exhausted. I remember my first year there were like 30 
games left and I was exhausted. I just wanted the season to end then 
because I couldn't handle it. So, you can't go low. You can't go high. 
You’ve got to be in the middle. And I guess that comes with maturity.” 

Dahlin totaled nine goals and 44 points with a minus-13 rating while 
averaging 21:09 of ice time that season. He ranks second behind 
Housley in most points by a defenseman under 19, and his eight 
multipoint games tied Bobby Orr and trail only Housley in NHL history. 

Their time came to an end shortly after the regular-season finale, though. 
In April 2019, Housley was fired after a campaign in which the Sabres 
finished with a 33-39-10 record and 76 points. 

Two months later, Ralph Krueger was hired as coach and installed a 
system that shackled Dahlin’s offensive gifts. In 87 games with Krueger 
in charge, Dahlin had five goals and 51 points with a minus-34 rating. In 
Granato, Dahlin has another coach who wants him to trust his instincts 
and use his remarkable skill to make plays. And now, Dahlin is an 
example for fellow No. 1 pick Owen Power to follow. 

"For me, just watching him every night, it's such a privilege, really," said 
Power. "I mean, you can learn so much from him and he's obviously one 
of best in the league, if not the best. So, for me, I think all of us, it's a lot 
of fun to watch him every night and just pick up stuff from his game and 
attempt to put in ours." 

Granato elevated Dahlin to a top-pairing role and, like Housley, decided 
the Sabres had to live with the mistakes. There was a challenging 
adjustment period at the start of the 2021-22 season, as Dahlin began to 
face the opponents’ top players each game. Determined to become a 
well-rounded defenseman, and with the calm, guiding voices of Granato 
and defense coach Marty Wilford, Dahlin began to break out in 
December 2021. 

Last season, Dahlin was selected to the NHL All-Star Game. 

“I say that he’ll never surprise, but that shouldn’t be confused with he’ll 
never stop impressing me,” said Granato. “He’s impressive and you don’t 
know what’s next. You’re not surprised after it because you know it’s 
going to be something special. … It’s a lot of fun to see him compete at 
the level he does. The difference for me is he has such a base of 
defensive knowledge. 

“He kills plays so fast that there’s no more stress for him in the game. 
Last year, as he’s developed his defensive game and his assertiveness 
playing defense, that’s just given him the green light now to be as 
offensive as he is. There’s no burden for him anymore. There’s no 
mistake he’s wondering what happened and that’s really freed him up.” 

Brimming with confidence because of the coaches’ approach and his 
teammates’ support, Dahlin is strong enough now to rip the puck away 
from an opponent or lay a well-timed body check to help the Sabres 
regain possession. 

Entering Saturday, Dahlin’s 14 goals and 55 points, both career-highs, 
ranked second in the NHL behind San Jose’s Erik Karlsson. Dahlin, who 
was on pace to become only the second defenseman in the league since 
2000 to surpass the 90-point mark, also had a plus-22 rating, and his 
26:07 average ice time per game was third most in the league. He’s the 

first Sabres defenseman since Alexei Zhitnik in 1997-98 to record at least 
14 goals in a season. 

Only Housley reached 200 career points quicker than Dahlin, who is on 
pace to break the franchise record for most minutes played in a season 
since the league began tracking ice time in 1997-98. He's considered a 
top candidate to win the Norris Trophy, which is awarded annually to the 
league's best defenseman. 

He’s not being asked to do it alone, either. 

Through drafting and development, the Sabres have built one of the best 
young defense corps in the league with Dahlin, Power, Mattias 
Samuelsson and Henri Jokiharju. Up front, there are forwards who are 
collecting tape-to-tape passes from Dahlin and scoring goals. You won’t 
hear Dahlin take credit, though. He looked around the locker room in 
Winnipeg and said none of it would be possible without his teammates. 

“I think you can see now he's becoming a more complete defenseman,” 
Housley said. “He's defending a lot better, he has a great stick, he's 
getting stronger. All little things that you have to do to become a 
complete player in this league today are really becoming evident. 
Obviously, with the personnel, you've got some guys that are coming into 
their own and having great careers, but I really think that he's really 
learned from the past. And now he’s becoming what we all thought 
Rasmus could be.” 
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