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In battle of NHL’s top two teams, Hurricanes take down suddenly reeling Bruins, 4-1 

By Chip Alexander 

Jordan Staal could not, would not be stopped. 

The Carolina Hurricanes were on the penalty kill Sunday 
against the Boston Bruins. With his team two goals behind 
late in the third period, Bruins coach Jim Montgomery pulled 
goalie Linus Ullmark for a 6-on-4 advantage, looking to strike 
on the power play. 

Instead, there was Staal with the puck, headed toward an 
empty Boston net. The Bruins’ David Pastrnak was in 
pursuit, helplessly whacking at Staal from behind as the 
Carolina captain scored. 

So ended a 4-1 Canes victory over the Bruins in the matchup 
of the two best teams in the NHL. 

That the Canes, playing again without injured defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin, snuffed out the Bruins power play was not 
surprising this day. Carolina was quick, active and 
aggressive on the kill as Boston, fourth in the league on the 
power play, went 0-6. 

“There were a lot of penalties,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It seems like the same story when we 
play these guys. We always try to avoid penalties and we 
end up with five or six. But the penalty killing was great.” 

Six power plays, eight shots, no goals – that was the story in 
this game as the Canes (32-9-8) handed the Bruins (38-7-5) 
a third straight loss. It was 12 minutes of hard work and the 
Hurricanes got it done. 

“It’s a lot of communicating and just working hard,” 
defenseman Brent Burns said after his 1,300th career game. 
“It was fun. You could kind of feel the momentum building as 
the game went on, and you start getting confidence on it.” 

Few Canes players are more confident than Sebastian Aho, 
who extended his goal streak to four games with a steal and 
breakaway in the first period for his 21st. Paul Stastny 
scored on a power play in the second and Seth Jarvis had an 
even-strength goal in third on a scoring play that was much 
like Aho’s. 

Then, Staal with the capper, after a nice pass from Jordan 
Martinook out of the zone. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen picked up his fifth straight win with 
24 saves after leaving the Dallas game on Wednesday with 

an injury. The Bruins’ only goal, from Taylor Hall, came after 
the Canes had taken a 3-0 lead on the Jarvis score in the 
third. 

The Canes were coming off a last-gasp comeback and 
victory over San Jose – Martin Necas tying the score late, 
then winning it in overtime – while the Bruins absorbed a 
tough road loss Saturday at Florida. 

The Bruins scored in the final minute of regulation, only to 
have the Panthers score with seconds left with an extra 
attacker, then win quickly in overtime. 

“They played last night, they’re lapping the field,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We’re trying to catch ‘em, we’re at home, 
big crowd. That was probably part of it.” 

The standing-room-only crowd was lively. Canes fans booed 
the Bruins when they took the ice and again booed Brad 
Marchand every time he touched the puck. 

“You could feel the energy before the game,” Burns said.  

It was the Bruins’ first game at PNC Arena since Game 7 of 
their Stanley Cup playoff series last season. The Hurricanes 
won 3-2 to end the first-round series, and many wondered if 
it might be the last hurrah for such Bruins staples as Patrice 
Bergeron and perhaps Marchand, who had offseason hip 
surgery. 

But the Bruins, with Montgomery in his first season as coach, 
had not lost two games in a row this season until a regulation 
loss to Tampa Bay, then the OT loss to Florida on this road 
trip. 

“It’s getting old, to be honest with you,” Brind’Amour joked a 
few hours before the game, “I’m ready for them to move on, 
but they’re not going away.” 

The Canes now have points in their past eight games (7-0-
1), with two games remaining before the NHL All-Star break. 
They lost to the Bruins in overtime earlier in the season in 
Boston, but were at their best Sunday. 

“You always want to beat the best teams and they’re a great 
team,” Aho said of the Bruins. “To beat those guys means 
we’re doing something right.” 
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As Hurricanes dominate Bruins, Sebastian Aho continues to ascend to another level 

By Luke DeCock 

The Boston Bruins finally figured out what the rest of the 
NHL has struggled to unravel lately. They found a way to 
stop Sebastian Aho. Hampus Lindholm did the math, putting 
his stick under Aho’s, lifting it with great force and knocking 
Aho’s lumber into the stratosphere. 

While Aho threw his hands up in the air, his man cut behind 
him to score the Bruins’ only goal. It’s only a penalty if 
someone calls it. And it was about the only time the Bruins 
got the better of Aho or the Carolina Hurricanes all night. 

The Bruins may have been coming off a late collapse in 
Florida on Saturday night, but the way the Hurricanes 
played, it wouldn’t have mattered if they’d been in town 
waiting for the Hurricanes to come back from the road 
instead. This was a complete performance — even strength, 
power play, penalty-kill (especially) and goaltending — that 
would have overwhelmed anyone. 

Even, in this case, the best team in the NHL. 

Throw in an electric crowd, and this 4-1 win was as good as 
it gets for late January. If you want better, you’re going to 
have to wait three months. And while it was a top-to-bottom 
team effort, it started with Aho, who continues to elevate his 
game to levels the Hurricanes always hoped and believed he 
could attain. 

The play Aho made to start the scoring — picking David 
Pastrnak’s pocket at the blue line, rocketing the other way 
and beating Linus Ullmark with a deft little fake — was pure 
brilliance, the kind of game-changing play that can turn 
around not only a game like this but a playoff series. 

It’s what the Hurricanes needed to try to turn things their way 
against the Bruins in 2019 and 2020. It’s what they needed 
to keep up with the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2021. And even 
if those were all lost causes, it’s definitely what they needed 
last spring to crack the New York Rangers in a series they 
had no excuse for losing. 

As good as Aho’s been in the postseason over the course of 
his career, he’s never taken over a game or a series himself. 
And, to be fair, there wasn’t any reason to expect it when he 
hadn’t done it on a regular basis in the regular season. 

But that’s what he’s doing now, what he did Friday to trigger 
the comeback that turned a loss into a win, what he did 
Sunday to set the tone, what he’s been ramping steadily 

toward since returning from the undisclosed lower-body 
injury that knocked him out for two weeks in December. 

“There’s still another level up there,” Aho said. “I wasn’t too 
happy about my game right after I came back. It took me a 
few games here to get back into a groove. The last game, 
few games, are pretty solid efforts.” 

He had the first-period goal, a moment of single-handed 
individual dominance, his seventh in the past four games. He 
had a point-blank snap-shot chance shortly after that Ullmark 
was able to block. And Aho had another breakaway, short-
handed, in the second after Brett Pesce winged a pass 120 
feet from his own goal line to hit Aho in stride. Ullmark got 
the better of him there, but the Hurricanes got the better of 
the Bruins’ power play, going a sterling 6-for-6 on the kill. 

All told, he has 14 points in the past 10 games. It was always 
easy to believe Aho had this next gear in him, that he could 
go from star to superstar, but there was never any 
guarantee. He always had the skill, the mental strength and 
the competitiveness to be an elite NHL player, but there’s a 
difference between good and great, between determined and 
decisive, and Aho has crossed that boundary. 

“It’s been very eye-opening, this year and a half I’ve been 
teammates with him, seeing how good he actually is,” said 
Frederik Andersen, who made 24 saves and has never lost 
to the Bruins in a Carolina uniform. “We can’t get enough. 
He’s been awesome.” 

There wasn’t a player in a Bruins jersey — not Pastrnak, not 
Patrice Bergeron, not Brad Marchand, not David Krecji, none 
of their stars — who influenced the game Sunday the way 
Aho did. And while the Hurricanes had no shortage of 
contributors on a night their game showed very few flaws, if 
any, Aho set the tone from the start. 

It’s what he’s done lately, not in flashes but consistently, 
night after night, week after week. It’s the altitude to which he 
has ascended, new and rarefied air, almost as high as his 
stick flew when Lindholm knocked it away — a play that left 
him, afterward, speechless. 

“I … yeah … I mean … I don’t know,” Aho said. “Next.” 

That’s one way to stop Aho. There aren’t, at this moment, 
many others. 
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Weekend NHL rankings: Why you’re now a Sabres fan (yes, you) 
By Sean McIndoe 

We are all Sabres fans now. 

Yes, you too. I realize they may not be your original team, 
but this year there’s a very good chance that your team is 
tanking. That’s a valid strategy, absolutely, but you’re under 
no obligation to donate a few hours of your time to watch it 
play out night after night. You tank fans are entitled to a 
temporary hall pass. 

And even if your team is good this year, or at least trying to 
be, the Sabres are hard to resist. I’ve never been on board 
with the whole “second favorite team” deal, but there are 
occasional exceptions. This might be getting into that zone. 
Even if you’re not rooting for the Sabres with your whole 
hockey fan heart, you can at least send them a few good 
vibes. 

Why? Here’s why. 

Top five reasons to jump on the Sabres bandwagon 

5. They’re fun — Let’s start here because there’s nothing 
worse than a boring bandwagon team. The Sabres are 
certainly not boring. They’ve spent the year near the top of 
the league in goals scored, but have trouble keeping pucks 
out of their own net. In a 3-2 league, the Sabres are a 4-3 
team. And every now and then, a 9-4 team. 

4. You don’t hate them — Every time I suggest a bandwagon 
destination, fans descend on me to swear that they hate that 
team. But the Sabres? There’s no way you hate them. You 
just don’t. Even their two surviving Adams Division rivals, 
Boston and Montreal, can’t still be holding a grudge against a 
team that never won anything. Leafs fans? Sure, they’re a 
great rival, but imagine how wild a playoff series would be. 
Senators fans? You’re over 2006 by now. Flyer fans? The 
Sabres/Flyers rivalry of the 90s was low-key one of the most 
brutal ever, but that was a long time ago. Canucks fans? OK, 
I can kind of see this one, only because the Sabres are your 
brothers in misery and it would be weird to see them move 
out and get their own place. But Canucks fans have bigger 
problems these days, so let them have some joy in their 
lives. 

3. If you don’t cheer for Buffalo, Tage Thompson might eat 
you — I can’t actually prove this one, but he’s nine feet tall 
and he’s not getting his superpowers from protein shakes. 

2. Their long-suffering fans deserve it — No fan base has 
gone through more misery in the last 15 years than Buffalo. 
They’re riding an NHL record streak of missing the playoffs, 
the rich owner who was supposed to be the savior has been 
decidedly up-and-down, they’ve seen great players bolt for 
bigger markets, and there’s rarely been any sense of real 
hope. And sure, there are some cases where prolonged 
misery can be its own kind of fun for outside fans. If you want 
to see the Oilers implode or the Leafs lose another Game 
Seven, go ahead. But Sabres fans have been through 

enough. They’re some of the best fans in sports. Let them 
have this. 

1. This is probably your last chance — While it wouldn’t be 
the first time we all got suckered in by a Sabres win streak, 
this really does seem like a team that’s on the way to better 
days. They’re good now, but they could be really good in a 
year or two, and when that happens you’ll eventually get sick 
of them and their fans won’t want you on the bandwagon 
anyway. This is a short-term fling, and the time is now. 

As a bonus, you won’t be accused of front-running, because 
the Sabres don’t crack this week’s top five. Who did? Let’s 
find out … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

A reminder that we’re into bye week territory, as teams get 
extra days off around next weekend’s All-Star break. There 
are 21 teams that are off this week, with the other 11 getting 
their break the week after. (The list of who’s off when can be 
found here.) 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (32-15-1, +34 true goals 
differential*) — With Auston Matthews out for weeks and 
another Matt Murray injury throwing the crease into chaos, 
the Leafs are out and a slot opens up. We’ll give it to the 
Lightning, who’ve won three straight including a big one over 
the Bruins. They won’t catch Boston, so we know they’re 
getting a playoff rematch with the Leafs, maybe this time with 
home ice (where they’ve won 12 straight). Meanwhile, 
doesn’t it feel like we’re not paying enough attention to Nikita 
Kucherov? He heads into the break as the third-leading 
scorer in the league. 

4. Dallas Stars (28-13-10, +41) — They’re riding the ultra-
rare “OT3” streak, at least according to the NHL standings 
page. The rest of us would just call it a losing streak, albeit 
one that came against some stiff competition and still 
resulted in a .500 record because this is the NHL and math 
doesn’t matter. I’m not too concerned about Dallas, in part 
because the Jets are also struggling. But the Central door 
has reopened for the Wild, and if the Avalanche come out of 
the break playing well against a tough schedule then I may 
have to bring them back. For now, Dallas keeps the spot. 

3. New Jersey Devils (32-13-4, +40) — Five of their last six 
have gone past regulation, which may be a fluke or may be 
evidence that Lindy Ruff already has them in late-season 
point compiler mode. If so, it’s working, as they’re right 
behind the Hurricanes for the top spot in the Metro. GM Tom 
Fitzgerald sounds like a guy who’s willing to bring in some 
deadline help, but he says he wants it to be more than just a 
short-term rental. That doesn’t rule out Timo Meier, although 
that $10 million qualifying offer makes things interesting. 
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2. Carolina Hurricanes (32-9-8, +31) — Man, they looked 
good beating the Bruins last night. It would be overkill to say 
they dominated, but only by a little. And with the Hurricanes 
now having won five straight while Boston has dropped three 
in a row for the first time, that leads to the question … 

1. Boston Bruins (38-7-5, +79) — Is it time to seriously think 
about the Bruins’ iron grip on our top spot? 

I’m obviously not dropping them yet, as you probably figured 
out by the “1” next to their name. It’s been there for each of 
the last 10 rankings, and it wasn’t at serious risk of being 
changed this week. But this might be the first time where the 
top spot doesn’t seem like a certainty for the rest of the year. 
The Bruins have their very first losing streak of the season. 
Miracles can happen. 

That said, let’s not get crazy. Even with Carolina winning and 
Boston losing, the Bruins are still way ahead for first place 
overall. They’re almost certainly going to win the Presidents’ 
Trophy. That doesn’t mean they get to be the automatic Cup 
favorites, but we’ll need more than one bad week before they 
lose that status. 

Boston gets one more chance to snap the streak before their 
break, Wednesday night in Toronto. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: New York Rangers — The last time we checked 
in with the Rangers, it was not going well. They’d just 
collapsed against the Oilers and were generating headlines 
like this. They’d lost more games than they’d won, were 
sitting just outside the wild-card race, and there were 
whispers that Gerard Gallant could be on the hot seat. 

They lost to the Devils at home the day that column dropped, 
but they’ve run off a stretch of 17-5-4 since. They’ve beaten 
just about all the top contenders apart from Boston, including 
the Hurricanes, Stars, Leafs, Devils and Knights (twice). And 
most importantly, they’re comfortably back in the playoff mix, 
with third place in the Metro all but locked up. 

Third place isn’t exactly what this team had in mind heading 
into the season, coming off a trip to the 2022 conference 
final. Igor Shesterkin has been very good but nowhere near 
last year’s performance, Artemi Panarin has cooled off after 
a hot start, and we’re still waiting on Alexis Lafrenière and 
Kaapo Kakko to look like difference-makers. But the 
underlying numbers have improved, K’Andre Miller is making 
the leap, and they haven’t gone pointless in back-to-back 
games since November. Good but with room for 
improvement isn’t the worst place to be. 

The improvement is the intriguing part because this year’s 
Rangers have always seemed like a team that was set up to 
make a big deadline move. They have cap space — not a 
ton, but enough — and assets to move, including an extra 
first-round pick. Patrick Kane is the name we’re all thinking 
about, but the Rangers are positioned to be in on just about 
all of the big names. With reinforcements on the way and 
Shesterkin in net, do you want any part of facing this team in 
the playoffs? 

We’re getting ahead of ourselves. For now, the Rangers are 
on their break. One thing to keep in mind: They face the 

Hurricanes three times down the stretch, including a big 
back-to-back in March, so home ice isn’t completely out of 
the question. Ranger fans will drink to that unless their 
weirdo owner doesn’t let them. 

In the meantime, the organization has an unfortunate 
situation to deal with. Or not deal with, as appears to be their 
strategy. 

Steve Buckley has some thoughts on that situation that are 
worth your time. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

The player of the week is an easy call: Matt Berlin, the 
University of Alberta goalie who got to play two minutes for 
the Oilers at the end of their win over the Blackhawks. He 
made one save, presumably ending his NHL career with a 
perfect 1.000 save percentage. That’s better than Dominik 
Hasek or Patrick Roy, so you do the math. 

5. San Jose Sharks (15-25-11, -35) — They have to reclaim 
their spot after Friday’s disaster in Carolina. 

That’s the second time in three years that the Sharks have 
scored an empty-netter at the end of regulation to take a two-
goal lead, then seen their opponents come back to win. If 
that feels rare, it is — those are the only two times it’s ever 
happened in NHL history. 

To make things worse, Friday was yet another case of the 
Sharks losing but banking a point. We flagged the issue a 
few weeks ago, and they’re now up to a league-leading 11 
loser points, including seven since the start of December. 
How much is that hurting their lottery odds? Believe it or not, 
the Sharks are actually tied for the fewest wins in the league. 
Even the Ducks and Coyotes win more often. But thanks to 
the loser point, the Sharks are tracking toward worse lottery 
odds than any of them. 

4. Anaheim Ducks (16-29-5, -81) — Three straight wins, and 
four of their last five, and suddenly a season-long stay in last 
place is in jeopardy. Even worse, this week saw them beat 
the Coyotes twice, in what’s becoming a low-key solid rivalry. 
Wins are great, in theory, but Duck fans would hate to see 
them be the team that falls out of the lottery race based on a 
mostly meaningless hot streak in the second half. 

3. Arizona Coyotes (16-28-6, -46) — If you missed it, here’s 
Shayna on seven teams that should be prepping their offers 
for Jakob Chychrun. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (15-32-3, -66) — Two straight 
regulation losses let them come out of the weekend holding 
down dead last with a bit of room to spare. They get 
Washington tomorrow and then hit the break, and once 
they’re back, the schedule serves up a back-to-back with the 
Leafs followed by the Devils, Jets and Stars. I’ve spent all 
year figuring the Blue Jackets weren’t quite as bad as the 
teams around them in this section, but this is starting to feel 
like it could happen. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (15-29-4, -56) — As cool as the 
Berlin story was, it can’t feel great that we’ve already 
reached the “other teams are putting amateur goalies in 
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against us just for funsies” stage of the season. But to their 
credit, the Hawks players aren’t quitting. We all know what’s 
going on in Chicago this year, but as we always say, players 
don’t tank. (Well, most of us say that. Gary Bettman says 
that nobody does, because he thinks you’re dumb.) 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks — The first week under 
Rick Tocchet was a weird one. The schedule served up two 
home-ice softies in Chicago and Columbus, which was 
probably a factor in the timing of the coaching change. The 
Canucks won both, by identical 5-2 scores. The other game 
was the tough one, with a visit to Seattle, and Vancouver got 
smoked so badly that Tocchet kind of sort of called his team 
soft. 

As if there wasn’t enough drama coming out of Vancouver, 
we also got two interesting transactions. The team extended 
Andrei Kuzmenko with a deal that everyone thought was 
solid value and yet still a potential mistake. And they 
announced that Ilya Mikheyev would miss the rest of the 
season with an ACL injury, which is odd because he’d been 
playing through it all season long. The explanation is that 
he’d always need surgery, and with nothing left to play for, it 
made sense to do it now so he’d be ready for next year. That 
makes sense, but given some of the weirdness around the 
Tanner Pearson injury, you’re never quite sure. 

Still, two wins are two wins, and that’s good. Except when it 
isn’t because the Canucks are going nowhere and would 
probably prefer to get into the Connor Bedard mix. That’s 
unlikely to happen, as Drance pointed out a week ago; it 
would take a bunch of losses against awful teams, and if that 
happens then Tocchet might strangle someone on the bench 
by March. 

So now what? Trades, we hope. The Bo Horvat watch is the 
big one, with lots of teams trying to decide if he’s worth the 
price. (We recently featured an analysis of Horvat’s fit with 
the Avalanche and the Red Wings.) Brock Boeser is still in 
the mix. J.T. Miller doesn’t seem to be, even though he 
should. Luke Schenn is the sort of perfectly cromulent 
defenseman that some team usually overpays for at the 
deadline. The Canucks front office should be worth watching. 

On the ice, not so much, but that’s where this season was 
always headed. We’re solidly there now, a bad team where 
losing still stings but winning works against you, overseen by 
a coach who wants his team to be more boring and a GM 
who thought Miller was worth $56 million. 

Canucks fans, remember: There’s always the Sabres. 
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Hurricanes smother Bruins, muscle way to 4-1 win 
Carolina sent Boston to its third straight loss 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Forget about Sebastian Aho scoring his 
seventh goal in four games, Frederik Andersen improving to 
16-3-0 in regular season games against the Bruins, or the 
Hurricanes going a perfect 6 for 6 on the penalty kill. 

If you want to understand Carolina’s dominant 4-1 win over 
Boston on Sunday in front of a standing-room-only crowd at 
PNC Arena, look at what the Bruins’ stars did. 

Captain Patrice Bergeron was invisible, registering one shot 
while being on the ice for only four 5-on-5 shot attempts as 
Jordan Staal and his linemates suffocated the future Hall of 
Famer. 

Brad Marchand made his biggest impact at the 12-minute 
mark of the second period when he took a penalty and was 
dragged out of a scrum via helmet strap by Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

David Pastrnak was more noticeable — in all the wrong 
ways. 

He had the puck stolen from by Aho on the red-hot center’s 
first period breakaway goal that set the tone for the game. 
He was then center stage for the finishing touch on 
Carolina’s win, being bullrushed by Staal on the Carolina 
captain’s shorthanded empty-net goal with just over four 
minutes left. 

It was a dominating performance against a team that is 
having perhaps the most dominant regular season of the cap 
era, an effort that showed the Hurricanes — still nine points 
behind Boston in the league standings despite handing the 
Bruins their third straight loss — aren’t ready to play second 
fiddle to the Stanley Cup favorites. 

“Listen, we know that that team is the cream of the crop, and 
they’re lapping everybody right now,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the win, “It was a good test, obviously, 
but I thought we just played good regardless of the 
opponent. We were solid the whole game.” 

Bruins coach Jim Montgomery put it more succinctly. 

“I thought they checked us right out of the rink,” he said. 

Aho’s goal, his 21st of the season, was the game’s defining 
moment, putting Carolina up for good and immediately taking 
the impenetrable sheen off goalie Linus Ullmark (33 saves) 
just 10:52 into the game. 

It also extended the best stretch of the 25-year-old’s career: 
Aho has seven goals in his last four games. 

“I think there is still another level up there,” Aho said of his 
play. 

Andersen, with 24 saves in winning his fifth straight decision 
since returning from injury 2½ weeks ago, made key saves 
when needed but was rarely challenged as the Hurricanes’ 
team defense, even without an injured Jaccob Slavin, limited 
Boston’s opportunities. 

“I don’t think we really gave up a ton,” Brind’Amour said. “He 
was good when he had to be, and that’s the key.” 

And Boston’s power play, fourth in the league at 26.2% 
coming in, was stifled by Carolina’s aggressive kill — which 
moved up to seventh in the league at 81.9% after killing all 
six of the Bruins’ opportunities. 

“It seems like the same story when we play these guys, no 
matter how we try,” Brind’Amour said. “‘Don’t take penalties’ 
— we end up with five or six a night, which isn’t good. But we 
get a lot of practice against them. … The penalty kill was 
great, the difference in the game.” 

The Hurricanes even got a power play goal for the second 
straight game when Martin Necas snapped a shot wide to 
Ullmark’s right and the puck kicked to the other side of the 
net to Paul Stastny, who popped it in for his fourth goal of the 
season and a 2-0 lead at 12:05 of the middle frame. 

A goal by Seth Jarvis at 1:57 of the third made Taylor Hall’s 
15th of the season 85 seconds later irrelevant to the final 
result, one that should make the league take notice of the 
other team at the top of the NHL standings. 

“It’s a big win,” Burns said of Carolina’s eighth straight game 
with a point and fifth consecutive win. “I think coming home 
and playing a great team like that, it feels good.” 

Notes: Jaccob Slavin missed his fourth straight game with a 
lower-body injury. … Defenseman Calvin de Haan played a 
season-high 18:43. … Burns played in his 1,300th career 
game
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Recap: Canes Use Complete Performance To Take Down League-Best Bruins 
Andersen stops 24 out of 25 as Carolina wins their fifth in a 
row 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Without their best defender, the Carolina 
Hurricanes locked down the Boston Bruins on Sunday, 
earning a 4-1 victory on home ice. 

The Story 

While the Canes used their Saturday to practice at Invisalign 
Arena, Boston came to Raleigh after suffering a 4-3 overtime 
loss in Sunrise to the Panthers. 

The Bruins' start reflected such, as the home team was the 
superior one out of the gate. Carolina was able to operate 
more toward what they were attempting to accomplish, 
getting pucks deep into the Boston end and maintaining 
possession. 

Then, 10:50 into the opening frame, the Bruins fumbled the 
puck at their attacking blue line and Sebastian Aho took 
advantage. Going the length of the ice all alone on Linus 
Ullmark, Carolina's #20 then put home his seventh goal in 
four games. 

Aho's 21st of the season would go on to be the only marker 
of the first period and the first of what would be a two-period 
trend for Carolina. 

As the intensity continued between the two best teams in the 
NHL, Paul Stastny then doubled his team's lead with the lone 
goal of the second period. 

Just 48 hours removed from one of the more memorable 
third periods in team history, Rod Brind'Amour's club would 
then replicate one of the integral parts from Friday's final 
frame of regulation - scoring an early goal. 

Seth Jarvis made an impressive play in his own end, 
eventually springing himself on a breakaway that he would 
not miss on. 

 Boston would snap Frederik Andersen's shutout bid in the 
third, as a Pavel Zacha shot glanced off of Taylor Hall and in, 
but that would be all that would get by the Canes netminder 
in the affair. When all was said and done, Carolina's #31 
finished with 24 stops on 25 shots, earning his fourth win in 
four tries against Boston since joining the club. 

Jordan Staal would add an empty netter for good measure 
inside the final five minutes, polishing off the victory for the 
Metropolitan Division's best. 

They Said It 

Brent Burns on how great Sebastian Aho has been as of 
late, and seeing it up close... 

"It's been fun. It's fun to see a guy like that off the ice, what 
he does and how competitive he is on the ice... He doesn't 
like to lose in anything. It's fun to see it up close and take it 
to the next level... He's just explosive when he gets the puck. 
Anybody can see his confidence growing and he's just a 
special player. It's special to see every day." 

Sebastian Aho offering his thoughts on what led the team to 
success tonight... 

"Through the lineup, every line did their job. That's a great 
team we played tonight. There's a reason why they're at the 
top of the standings. They play a good game. We needed to 
bring our best tonight." 

Rod Brind'Amour giving his assessment after the final horn... 

"It was a great game. Listen, we know that that team is the 
cream of the crop and they're lapping everybody right now. It 
was a good test. We played good. Regardless of the 
opponent, we played solid the whole game." 

Bonus Notes 

 Carolina advances to 32-9-8 with the victory, 
extending their point streak to eight games. 

 Tonight was Brent Burns' 1,300th NHL game, 
making him just the fourth active player to reach the 
milestone. He joins Eric Staal, Ryan Suter and 
Alexander Ovechkin. 

 Frederik Andersen is now 5-0 since returning from 
the lower-body injury that kept him out for over two 
months. 

 With the win, Andersen now has 10 on the season. 
The Canes are the first team to have three 
goaltenders with 10 wins each through the first 49 
games of a season in NHL history. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are set to be off Monday and then return to action 
Tuesday night at PNC Arena against the Los Angeles Kings. 
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Hurricanes ease past Bruins, extend winning streak to 5 
Aho, Jarvis score on breakaways; Boston has lost 3 straight 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

Recap: CAR 4, BOS 1 

Frederik Andersen stopped 24 of 25 shots in net, Seth Jarvis 
netted a goal, helping the Hurricanes earn a 4-1 win over the 
Bruins at home. 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes extended their 
winning streak to five games with a 4-1 victory against the 
Boston Bruins at PNC Arena on Sunday. 

Sebastian Aho, Paul Stastny, Seth Jarvis and Jordan Staal 
scored, and Frederik Andersen made 24 saves for the 
Hurricanes (32-9-8), who also extended their point streak to 
eight games (7-0-1). Brent Burns had an assist in his 1,300th 
NHL game. 

"We know that team is the cream of the crop, and they're 
lapping everybody right now," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "They played last night, (and) we're trying 
to catch them. We're at home (with) a good crowd. I think 
that's probably part of it, too. We deserved that one for sure." 

Taylor Hall scored, and Linus Ullmark made 32 saves for the 
Bruins (38-7-5), who have lost a season-long three straight 
games.  

Boston was coming off a 4-3 overtime loss to the Florida 
Panthers on Saturday. 

"I think it was their work ethic and how hard they were to play 
against that led to us being tired, because we didn't have the 
puck a lot," Bruins coach Jim Montgomery said. "We were 
chasing it a lot because they checked us really well, and then 
they protected it well in the offensive zone." 

Aho gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 10:52 of the first period. 
After stealing the puck from David Pastrnak at the 
Hurricanes' blue line, Aho skated in on a breakaway and 
shot low blocker side on Ullmark. 

Aho has scored seven goals during a four-game goal streak. 

"It's definitely fun to see it up close and see him take it to the 
next level," Burns said. "He's just explosive when he gets the 

puck. Anyone can see the confidence growing. He's just a 
special player." 

Stastny made it 2-0 with a power-play goal at 12:05 of the 
second period. He scored with a backhand from near the 
right post after Martin Necas' shot from the top of the left 
circle caromed to him off the end boards. 

"I overplayed the shot on that one," Ullmark said. "I thought it 
was going to pop up on the same side. [Stastny] made a 
good shot, right in between the gloves. 

"On a back to back like this, you've got to rely on your 
goaltender to make enough saves. Unfortunately, I didn't do 
that today." 

The Hurricanes finished the game 1-for-4 on the power play. 
The Bruins were 0-for-6. 

"We can't say we liked what we saw," Montgomery said. "We 
didn't generate chances." 

Jarvis extended the lead to 3-0 at 1:57 of the third period 
when he stripped the puck from Brandon Carlo in the neutral 
zone, skated in on a breakaway, and deked Ullmark before 
lifting in a backhand. 

Hall cut it to 3-1 at 3:22 with a deflection of Pavel Zacha's 
shot, but Staal scored a short-handed empty-net goal at 
15:40 for the 4-1 final. 

"The pressure down ice was awesome," Andersen said. 
"They didn't get good opportunities to set up until maybe in 
the third. That was big." 

NOTES: The loss was the Bruins' first to a Metropolitan 
Division opponent (14-1-0). … Burns is the fourth active 
player to play in 1,300 games, joining Panthers forward Eric 
Staal (1,335), Dallas Stars defenseman Ryan Suter (1,331), 
and Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin (1,325). … 
Andersen is 5-0-0 in six starts since returning from a lower-
body injury that kept him out 29 games. … Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin missed his fourth straight game 
with a lower-body injury.  
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Aho scores again, Hurricanes beat Bruins 4-1 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored a goal for the 
fourth straight game and the Carolina Hurricanes beat the 
Boston Bruins 4-1 on Sunday in a matchup of the teams with 
the two best records in the NHL. 

Paul Stastny scored on a second-period power play, Seth 
Jarvis posted a goal in the third, and Jordan Staal added a 
short-handed empty-netter as the Hurricanes won their fifth 
game in a row and extended their points streak to eight 
games (7-0-1). 

“We know that team was the cream of the crop,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “They’re lapping everyone right 
now and I think it was a good test.” 

Frederik Andersen, playing for the first time since he left 
Wednesday night’s game in Dallas with an upper-body injury, 
made 24 saves. 

Pavel Zacha scored for the Bruins, who lead the NHL with 81 
points but have lost three games in a row for the first time 
this season. Linus Ullmark stopped 32 shots. 

“There’s a reason why they’re at the top of the standings,” 
Aho said. “So we needed to bring our best.” 

With Saturday’s overtime loss at Florida, the Bruins suffered 
consecutive losses for the first time this season. So this 
turned out to be an unusual weekend. 

“On a back-to-back like this, you have to rely on your 
goaltender to make enough saves and unfortunately I didn’t 
do that,” Ullmark said. 

Boston was a season-worst 0 for 6 on power plays, now 
failing to score with man advantages in its past three games. 

Aho stole the puck at his defensive blue line took off on a 
breakaway for his 21st goal of the season with 9:08 left in the 
first. He has seven goals during his scoring streak. 

“He seems to have picked that step up again,” Brind’Amour 
said. “He’s playing at a high level, that’s for sure.” 

After Carolina’s four successful penalty kills through 30½ 
minutes, the Hurricanes scored on a power play as Stastny 

converted from in front of the net with 7:55 left in the second. 
It was his fourth. 

Jarvis made a nifty move along the boards to gain control of 
the puck from Boston defenseman Brandon Carlo and sped 
into the zone on a breakaway, beating Ullmark at 1:56 of the 
third for his eighth of the season and first in seven games. 

“They are good at pressuring you everywhere. Their 
checking led to turnovers,” Bruins coach Jim Montgomery 
said. “We didn’t generate chances.” 

Boston struck back on Zacha’s 10th at 3:22, but failed to 
reach two goals for just the third time this season.  

“They play a simple, straight-forward hockey that works for 
them,” Ullmark said. “You’ve got to be honest with yourself 
and bring your best. That’s what everybody does to us right 
now.” 

Staal capped the scoring with 4:20 left. 

GOALIES GALORE 

Andersen has won in his last five decisions, giving him a 10-
3-0 record. 

“I don’t think we really gave up a ton,” Brind’Amour said. “He 
was good when he had to be.” 

The Hurricanes have three goalies – also Antti Raanta (12-2-
3) and Pyotr Kochetkov (10-4-0) – with 10-plus wins. It’s only 
the 14th time in NHL history that a team has three goalies 
with double-digit victories in the same season. Carolina has 
played 49 games this season. 

ICE MATTERS 

Hurricanes D Brent Burns had an assist on Stastny’s goal in 
his 1,300th NHL game. ... This was just the second 
regulation road loss in Boston’s last 13 road games (9-2-2). 
... Staal has 13 goals, but only three since Christmas.  

UP NEXT  

Bruins: At Toronto on Wednesday night. 

Hurricanes: Host Los Angeles on Tuesday night. 

Hurricanes bring 5-game win streak into matchup against the Kings 
Los Angeles Kings (28-18-6, third in the Pacific Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (32-9-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK NHL LINE: Hurricanes -210, 
Kings +180 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes will try to keep a 
five-game win streak going when they host the Los Angeles 
Kings. 
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Carolina has a 32-9-8 record overall and a 16-5-2 record on 
its home ice. The Hurricanes have gone 11-2-0 when scoring 
a power-play goal. 

Los Angeles has a 28-18-6 record overall and a 14-9-4 
record in road games. The Kings have scored 165 total goals 
(3.2 per game) to rank 10th in league play. 

The teams meet Tuesday for the second time this season. 
The Hurricanes won the previous matchup 4-2. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Andrei Svechnikov has 19 goals and 
20 assists for the Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has nine goals 
and six assists over the last 10 games. 

Adrian Kempe has 20 goals and 14 assists for the Kings. 
Drew Doughty has one goal and eight assists over the past 
10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-1-2, averaging 3.9 goals, 
5.5 assists, 4.2 penalties and 9.8 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.3 goals per game. 

Kings: 6-4-0, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.2 assists, 4.1 penalties 
and 10.5 penalty minutes while giving up 3.2 goals per 
game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jaccob Slavin: day to day (lower 
body), Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Kings: Carl Grundstrom: out (undisclosed), Trevor Moore: 
out (undisclosed), Gabriel Vilardi: day to day (upper-body), 
Arthur Kaliyev: out (undisclosed). 
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Special Teams leads Hurricanes to victory over league leading Bruins 
It was a dominant 60-minute performance by the Hurricanes 
as they defeated the top spot Bruins, 4-1 Sunday evening at 
PNC Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel  

So often when the Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins go 
head-to-head, special teams plays a crucial role. 

Turn back the clock however many years you want and the 
story always seems to play out the same way and tonight 
was no different. 

The final penalty count for the match was 12 and 10 of those 
infractions led to power play opportunities. Four for the 
Hurricanes, six for the Bruins. 

And lo and behold, the winner when the final horn sounded 
was the team that won that special teams battle. 

“It seems like the same story every time we play these guys,” 
said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “No matter how hard we 
try to not take penalties, we end up with five or six a night, 
which isn’t good, but we’ve got a lot of practice against them. 
The penalty kill was great tonight and it was the difference in 
the game.” 

Carolina killed off all six of the infractions called against them 
— even scoring shorthanded, with Jordan Staal sealing the 
victory on an empty net — but no moment was bigger than 
the sequence of three kills in succession to start the second 
period. 

The Canes were holding onto just a 1-0 lead at that point and 
the constant parade to the penalty box was just asking for 
trouble. 

“You’ve gotta be ready for that,” said defenseman Brent 
Burns who was playing in his 1,300th game. “They’re 
obviously deadly on the power play, but it’s just four guys 
committing to it. A lot of communicating and just working 
hard. It was fun.” 

But the Hurricanes PKers came up big, allowing just four 
shots on net, and at the conclusion of the third penalty, they 
drew a power play themselves, which drew blood. 

“You could kind of feel the momentum building as the game 
went on,” Burns said. “You start gaining confidence on it. It’s 
a good feeling. The PK is a real important part of the game. It 

can build a lot of confidence and momentum for your team 
and it definitely did that tonight.” 

On the ensuing power play, Martin Necas took a shot off 
target that ricocheted off of the endboards and directly to 
Paul Stastny at the other side of the net and the veteran 
made no mistake in shoveling it in. 

“The pressure down ice was awesome,” said netminder 
Frederik Andersen, who made 24 saves in the win. “The 
guys deserve a huge amount of credit for that. We didn’t 
really give them the opportunities to set up until maybe the 
third. That was big.” 

The power play goal also proved to be the game-winner as a 
Taylor Hall chest redirection managed to get the Bruins onto 
the board, but that would be the only goal they’d get. 

Sebastian Aho got the party going midway through the first 
period, with yet another steal and score goal, this time 
victimizing the Bruins’ top scorer, David Pastrnak. 

Aho has added another level to his game as of late, mostly 
the ability to finish his breakaway chances. His latest score 
gives him seven goals in just his last four games. 

Seth Jarvis would push the Canes’ lead to 3-0 at the opening 
of the third period, in a similar style to Aho’s goal, with a steal 
and score breakaway as well. 

Jarvis had tried to chip the puck past Boston defenseman 
Brandon Carlo, but despite the Bruins’ big man intercepting 
it, Jarvis stuck with it, poking the puck back off Carlo’s stick 
and through his legs, setting himself up for the breakaway. 

The sophomore forward cut across the crease, waited out 
Linus Ullmark and tucked it upstairs off the backhand. 

Staal grabbed the final goal of the game, manhandling 
Pastrnak up the ice to seal the victory with a shorthanded, 
empty-netter. 

“It was a good effort throughout the lineup,” Aho said. “The 
PK was obviously huge, Freddie was pretty solid in the net, 
and I actually didn’t mind the power play at all. We had some 
looks there too, so a good game overall.” 

Carolina will be back in action Tuesday night against the LA 
Kings for their final home game before the All-Star break. 
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Canes put on a show with 4-1 win over NHL-leading Boston  
By Erin Ferrare 

Carolina Hurricanes center Seth Jarvis scores a goal during 
the game against the Boston Bruins in PNC Arena on 
Sunday, Jan. 29, 2023. Jarvis had one goal during the game. 
The Hurricanes beat the Bruins 4-1. 

Once again, the Carolina Hurricanes gave their fans a once-
in-a lifetime experience at PNC Area in an astounding 4-1 
win against the Boston Bruins on Sunday, Jan. 29. 

Over two months have passed since the Canes (32-9-8) 
have encountered the on-fire Boston (38-7-5) team, their last 
meeting on Nov. 25, but the time between these matches 
was good to Carolina. The offensive and goaltending talent 
of the team was on clear display since the first puck dropped. 

This matchup between the top teams in the Atlantic and 
Metropolitan divisions came highly anticipated, considering 
that these teams are also the top two in the league as well. 
Canes center Sebastian Aho didn’t feel any pressure though 
as he opened up scoring 10 minutes into the game with an 
unassisted wrist shot flying past Boston netminder Linus 
Ullmark. This is the fourth straight game that Aho has 
notched a goal. 

Both lineups were playing hard and fast, which was clearly 
shown in the amount of penalty minutes with a combined 24 
between the two powerhouse teams. Surprisingly, the Bruins 
hold the fourth-best spot in the NHL in power play 
percentage, but they went 0-6 tonight against the Canes. 

The second frame started off slower than the first, but the 
heat between Aho and Boston left wing — and known 
instigator throughout the league — Brad Marchand, picked 

up. The two stars went at it behind the net and exchanged 
words as both were escorted to their respective penalty 
boxes. This became favorable for Carolina as a quick power 
play goal from center Paul Stastny gave them a 2-0 lead. 
When the final minutes of the period rolled around, Carolina 
led in shots on goal 28-15. 

Regardless of the Carolina lead, the best players on the ice 
were clearly the goaltenders for both teams. Ullmark ended 
the game with a .914 SV%, and Carolina’s Fredrik Andersen 
finished with an impressive .960. Both players showed up 
when their teams were short handed and made some clutch 
moves. 

It was in the third period where the game truly picked up 
momentum. Canes center Seth Jarvis made quick work of a 
breakaway two minutes into the period and made it a 3-0 
lead. After 43 minutes of play, Boston was able to get one 
past Andersen and cut the lead to two, but Carolina did not 
slow down. In the final minutes, center and captain Jordan 
Staal finalized the win for the Canes with a shorthanded 
goal, making the score a suffocating 4-1. 

This was a special game for fan-favorite defensemen Brett 
Burns though as he recorded his 1,300th game played in the 
NHL, becoming the fourth active player to do so. The veteran 
recorded one assist throughout the battle between the best 
teams in the league and stretched his point streak to five 
games. 

The Hurricanes will finish this three-game homestead with a 
game against the Los Angeles Kings on Tuesday, Jan. 31. 
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Wolves Defeated by Griffins 5-3 
ROSEMONT, Ill.—The Chicago Wolves wrapped up a 
weekend homestand with a 5-3 loss to the Grand Rapids 
Griffins on Sunday at Allstate Arena. 

Ronan Seeley had two goals and Ryan Suzuki added a goal 
and an assist but the Wolves couldn’t hold an early lead and 
dropped the second of back-to-back home games. 

The defending Calder Cup champion Wolves raced to a two-
goal advantage on early scores by Seeley and Suzuki but 
the Griffins reeled off five consecutive goals to snap a two-
game losing skid. 

“There was like a three-minute window in the second when 
we gave up four high-level chances and they ended up in the 
back of our net and that was the difference in the game,” 
Wolves coach Brock Sheahan said. “That’s just the youth of 
our team. We talk about having consistency and we’re 
working to find it and not having it (Sunday) cost us.” 

Elmer Soderblom led the way offensively for Grand Rapids 
with two goals and an assist. 

The Wolves got on the board on their first shot of the game 
when Seeley scored his second goal of the season – and 
second in two games. 

Vasily Ponomarev won a faceoff in the Griffins zone and the 
puck slid into the high slot where Seeley unleashed a one-
timer that beat Grand Rapids goaltender Victor Brattstrom to 
the glove side. 

A short time later, Suzuki extended the lead to 2-0 with his 
seventh goal of the season. Teammate Noel Gunler fired a 

shot from the left circle that Brattstrom got a glove on but 
didn’t corral and Suzuki tipped the fluttering puck into the net. 
Gunler and Alexander Pashin were awarded assists on the 
play. 

The Griffins cut the deficit to 2-1 midway through the first on 
Soderblom’s first goal and then blew the game open in the 
second with scores by Simon Edvinsson, Soderblom, Jakub 
Vrana and Joel L’Esperance. 

In the third, the Wolves cut the deficit to 5-3 while on the 
power play as Seeley struck again. The defenseman notched 
his second goal of the game when he ripped a one-timer 
from the right circle off a pass from Suzuki that sailed by 
Brattstrom. 

After not scoring in his first 36 games this season, Seeley is 
now sitting on three goals through 38. 

“I’m not really changing the way I play,” Seeley said. “It just 
happens like that when they go in sometimes. I’ve been 
fortunate the last two games but it wasn’t the result we 
wanted (Sunday).” 

Zachary Sawchenko (18 saves) suffered the loss in goal for 
the Wolves while Brattstrom (24 saves) picked up the win. 

The Wolves dropped to 15-21-3-1 on the season while the 
Griffins improved to 16-20-2-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will travel to Cleveland to take on the 
Monsters on Friday (6 p.m.). 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article271806382.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article271513197.html 
https://theathletic.com/4135720/2023/01/30/nhl-weekend-rankings-sabres-rangers-canucks/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/01/hurricanes-smother-bruins-muscle-way-to-4-1-win/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-use-complete-performance-to-take-down-league-best-bruins/c-340574486 

https://www.nhl.com/news/boston-bruins-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-340358318 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-boston-bruins-seth-jarvis-34e97eac36e049e5f45e7bf7309bbade 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-soccer-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-22859248c84343e58916c6921cf65371 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/1/29/23577152/special-teams-lead-carolina-hurricanes-to-victory-over-league-leading-boston-bruins-aho-

jarvis-burns 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-put-on-a-show-with-4-1-win-over-nhl-leading-boston/article_cc64f5c6-a041-11ed-b155-

6fe93af41f59.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/01/29/wolves-defeated-by-griffins-5-3/ 
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As Hurricanes dominate Bruins, Sebastian Aho continues to ascend to 
another level 
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Carolina Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho (20) celebrates with 
teammate Seth Jarvis (24) after scoring during the first period of an NHL 
hockey game against the Boston Bruins in Raleigh, N.C., Sunday, Jan. 
29, 2023. 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho (20) celebrates with 
teammate Seth Jarvis (24) after scoring during the first period of an NHL 
hockey game against the Boston Bruins in Raleigh, N.C., Sunday, Jan. 
29, 2023. 

Raleigh 

The Boston Bruins finally figured out what the rest of the NHL has 
struggled to unravel lately. They found a way to stop Sebastian Aho. 
Hampus Lindholm did the math, putting his stick under Aho’s, lifting it 
with great force and knocking Aho’s lumber into the stratosphere. 

While Aho threw his hands up in the air, his man cut behind him to score 
the Bruins’ only goal. It’s only a penalty if someone calls it. And it was 
about the only time the Bruins got the better of Aho or the Carolina 
Hurricanes all night. 

The Bruins may have been coming off a late collapse in Florida on 
Saturday night, but the way the Hurricanes played, it wouldn’t have 
mattered if they’d been in town waiting for the Hurricanes to come back 
from the road instead. This was a complete performance — even 
strength, power play, penalty-kill (especially) and goaltending — that 
would have overwhelmed anyone. 

Even, in this case, the best team in the NHL. 

Throw in an electric crowd, and this 4-1 win was as good as it gets for 
late January. If you want better, you’re going to have to wait three 
months. And while it was a top-to-bottom team effort, it started with Aho, 
who continues to elevate his game to levels the Hurricanes always hoped 
and believed he could attain. 

The play Aho made to start the scoring — picking David Pastrnak’s 
pocket at the blue line, rocketing the other way and beating Linus Ullmark 
with a deft little fake — was pure brilliance, the kind of game-changing 
play that can turn around not only a game like this but a playoff series. 

It’s what the Hurricanes needed to try to turn things their way against the 
Bruins in 2019 and 2020. It’s what they needed to keep up with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in 2021. And even if those were all lost causes, it’s 

definitely what they needed last spring to crack the New York Rangers in 
a series they had no excuse for losing. 

As good as Aho’s been in the postseason over the course of his career, 
he’s never taken over a game or a series himself. And, to be fair, there 
wasn’t any reason to expect it when he hadn’t done it on a regular basis 
in the regular season. 

But that’s what he’s doing now, what he did Friday to trigger the 
comeback that turned a loss into a win, what he did Sunday to set the 
tone, what he’s been ramping steadily toward since returning from the 
undisclosed lower-body injury that knocked him out for two weeks in 
December. 

“There’s still another level up there,” Aho said. “I wasn’t too happy about 
my game right after I came back. It took me a few games here to get 
back into a groove. The last game, few games, are pretty solid efforts.” 

He had the first-period goal, a moment of single-handed individual 
dominance, his seventh in the past four games. He had a point-blank 
snap-shot chance shortly after that Ullmark was able to block. And Aho 
had another breakaway, short-handed, in the second after Brett Pesce 
winged a pass 120 feet from his own goal line to hit Aho in stride. Ullmark 
got the better of him there, but the Hurricanes got the better of the Bruins’ 
power play, going a sterling 6-for-6 on the kill. 

All told, he has 14 points in the past 10 games. It was always easy to 
believe Aho had this next gear in him, that he could go from star to 
superstar, but there was never any guarantee. He always had the skill, 
the mental strength and the competitiveness to be an elite NHL player, 
but there’s a difference between good and great, between determined 
and decisive, and Aho has crossed that boundary. 

“It’s been very eye-opening, this year and a half I’ve been teammates 
with him, seeing how good he actually is,” said Frederik Andersen, who 
made 24 saves and has never lost to the Bruins in a Carolina uniform. 
“We can’t get enough. He’s been awesome.” 

There wasn’t a player in a Bruins jersey — not Pastrnak, not Patrice 
Bergeron, not Brad Marchand, not David Krecji, none of their stars — 
who influenced the game Sunday the way Aho did. And while the 
Hurricanes had no shortage of contributors on a night their game showed 
very few flaws, if any, Aho set the tone from the start. 

It’s what he’s done lately, not in flashes but consistently, night after night, 
week after week. It’s the altitude to which he has ascended, new and 
rarefied air, almost as high as his stick flew when Lindholm knocked it 
away — a play that left him, afterward, speechless. 

“I … yeah … I mean … I don’t know,” Aho said. “Next.” 

That’s one way to stop Aho. There aren’t, at this moment, many others. 

Never miss a Luke DeCock column. Sign up at tinyurl.com/lukeslatest to 
have them delivered directly to your email inbox as soon as they post. 
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In battle of NHL’s top two teams, Hurricanes take down suddenly reeling 
Bruins, 4-1 

 

Chip Alexander 

5-7 minutes 30/01/2023 

 

Raleigh 

Jordan Staal could not, would not be stopped. 

The Carolina Hurricanes were on the penalty kill Sunday against the 
Boston Bruins. With his team two goals behind late in the third period, 
Bruins coach Jim Montgomery pulled goalie Linus Ullmark for a 6-on-4 
advantage, looking to strike on the power play. 

Instead, there was Staal with the puck, headed toward an empty Boston 
net. The Bruins’ David Pastrnak was in pursuit, helplessly whacking at 
Staal from behind as the Carolina captain scored. 

So ended a 4-1 Canes victory over the Bruins in the matchup of the two 
best teams in the NHL. 

That the Canes, playing again without injured defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin, snuffed out the Bruins power play was not surprising this day. 
Carolina was quick, active and aggressive on the kill as Boston, fourth in 
the league on the power play, went 0-6. 

“There were a lot of penalties,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It 
seems like the same story when we play these guys. We always try to 
avoid penalties and we end up with five or six. But the penalty killing was 
great.” 

Six power plays, eight shots, no goals – that was the story in this game 
as the Canes (32-9-8) handed the Bruins (38-7-5) a third straight loss. It 
was 12 minutes of hard work and the Hurricanes got it done. 

“It’s a lot of communicating and just working hard,” defenseman Brent 
Burns said after his 1,300th career game. “It was fun. You could kind of 
feel the momentum building as the game went on, and you start getting 
confidence on it.” 

Few Canes players are more confident than Sebastian Aho, who 
extended his goal streak to four games with a steal and breakaway in the 
first period for his 21st. Paul Stastny scored on a power play in the 
second and Seth Jarvis had an even-strength goal in third on a scoring 
play that was much like Aho’s. 

Then, Staal with the capper, after a nice pass from Jordan Martinook out 
of the zone. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen picked up his fifth straight win with 24 saves 
after leaving the Dallas game on Wednesday with an injury. The Bruins’ 
only goal, from Taylor Hall, came after the Canes had taken a 3-0 lead 
on the Jarvis score in the third. 

The Canes were coming off a last-gasp comeback and victory over San 
Jose – Martin Necas tying the score late, then winning it in overtime – 
while the Bruins absorbed a tough road loss Saturday at Florida. 

The Bruins scored in the final minute of regulation, only to have the 
Panthers score with seconds left with an extra attacker, then win quickly 
in overtime. 

“They played last night, they’re lapping the field,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’re trying to catch ‘em, we’re at home, big crowd. That was probably 
part of it.” 

The standing-room-only crowd was lively. Canes fans booed the Bruins 
when they took the ice and again booed Brad Marchand every time he 
touched the puck. 

“You could feel the energy before the game,” Burns said. 

It was the Bruins’ first game at PNC Arena since Game 7 of their Stanley 
Cup playoff series last season. The Hurricanes won 3-2 to end the first-
round series, and many wondered if it might be the last hurrah for such 
Bruins staples as Patrice Bergeron and perhaps Marchand, who had 
offseason hip surgery. 

But the Bruins, with Montgomery in his first season as coach, had not lost 
two games in a row this season until a regulation loss to Tampa Bay, 
then the OT loss to Florida on this road trip. 

“It’s getting old, to be honest with you,” Brind’Amour joked a few hours 
before the game, “I’m ready for them to move on, but they’re not going 
away.” 

The Canes now have points in their past eight games (7-0-1), with two 
games remaining before the NHL All-Star break. They lost to the Bruins 
in overtime earlier in the season in Boston, but were at their best Sunday. 

“You always want to beat the best teams and they’re a great team,” Aho 
said of the Bruins. “To beat those guys means we’re doing something 
right.” 
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Carolina Hurricanes are No. 12 in 2023 NHL prospect pool rankings 

 

Scott Wheeler 

22-28 minutes 29/01/2023 

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2023 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on nearly 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 9 to Feb. 8. 

The toughest pool to rank in the last several years but especially this 
year, the Hurricanes have the largest group of relevant prospects in the 
NHL. 

Where I have to scrape up enough names to get to create these 15-
player lists for most teams, and the better prospect pools have 20 players 
who are worthy of consideration, I considered 13 other Hurricanes 
prospects for this year’s ranking — enough for nearly two lists. 

But for all they have in quantity, and even quality within that quantity, 
they lack in true star power. On one hand, there are several pools whose 
top three or four prospects would all rank No. 1 on the Canes’ list here. 
On the other, there are several players who didn’t make their list here 
who’d rank in the upper half on a majority of other teams’ lists. 

The result will be several good NHL players, an enviable depth of call-up-
worthy options and plenty of trade chips, but maybe no first-line, first-
pairing guys. 

2022 prospect pool rank: No. 9 (change: -3) 

1. Scott Morrow, RHD, 20 (UMass-Amherst) 

One of the most productive freshman defenseman in college hockey last 
season and the Minutemen’s leading scorer as a sophomore this year, 
Morrow is a real talent who made the jump from high school hockey 
directly into the NCAA look easy from a skill/level standpoint (he has had 
to do some maturing/growing up off the ice). 

He’s an excellent transition defender who transports pucks confidently, 
plays boldly inside the offensive zone and possesses impressive 
handling skill for a defenseman. He’s an exit/entry machine who carves 
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teams up through the neutral zone with head fakes, side steps and cuts 
(his skating really impresses on its edges, even if he’s not explosive). 
When he’s on the ice, he wants to take over and direct play in 
possession and does so by guiding opposing players out of his way. And 
on top of all of that, he’s a 6-foot-2 righty whose game defensively has 
taken important steps to cut back on mistakes, stay in better positioning 
and eliminate some bad habits that have often concerned scouts. There’s 
real top-four upside to Morrow if he continues to round out his game. 
UMass has a great track record developing top defensemen, too. 

2. Alexander Nikishin, LHD, 21 (Spartak Moskva) 

Maybe the biggest riser outside the NHL at his position in the last year, 
Nikishin is having a season for the ages in the KHL. He has already 
smashed the league’s U20 scoring record by a defenseman by double 
digits, he’s the highest-scoring defenseman in the league this year, and 
he has done it while playing huge minutes (nearly 23 a night) on the best 
team in the league. 

Nikishin’s a physically advanced (6-foot-4, 216-pound) defender whose 
strength is evident in his blistering point shot, his ability to win board 
battles and his net-front boxouts. I like the way he reads the play, closes 
off the wall and gets into passing lanes. He can more than hold his own 
defensively at five-on-five and on the penalty kill. He has taken huge 
steps the last two seasons to play the aggressive, trigger-happy style that 
made him a productive defenseman in junior. He has gone from moving 
the puck fine to moving it comfortably and even confidently. He manages 
the point effectively, he’s a decent skater and he’s a righty. He’s not 
talented enough to offer much offense at the next level but I’ve believed 
in his offensive game since his draft year and it has begun to show itself 
as an asset again at the pro level. He checks a whole lotta boxes that 
coaches look for. If they can lure him over here, the Hurricanes should 
have two important pieces of their top-six on the blue line coming. 

3. Pyotr Kochetkov, G, 23 (Chicago Wolves/Carolina Hurricanes) 

When goalies just keep getting results you have to respect them because 
of the ebbs and flows in performance that most of them face year-to-
year. And Kotchetkov now has a body of work that you can’t ignore. After 
bouncing around levels and clubs for a couple of years in Russia in 
search of the opportunity those numbers demanded, it has been nice to 
see him find stability over the last two seasons in North America, 
establishing himself as the Hurricanes’ No. 3 for now and soon-to-be 
more than that (with Frederik Andersen and Antti Ranta both on expiring 
deals and Kochetkov on a new four-year contract, there’s a full-time job 
coming for him next year and maybe earlier). He used to be a little on the 
smaller side for a goalie but he grew a couple of inches late in his 
development to go from 6 feet to 6 feet 3, he’s quick on his feet (and 
knees), he’s technically sound, and he’s athletic, relying on sharp angles 
to control the first rebound and his movement to make recovery saves. I 
like the way he tracks the play, too. My only critique of him for a long time 
was that he’d let the odd mid-danger shot squeak through his body or 
occasionally scramble, but he has worked hard to cut down on both of 
those things. He’s probably not going to become a true No. 1, but I like 
him to become more than a backup as a bit of a strong 1B. I don’t tend to 
rank goalies this high but this is earned. 

4. Jack Drury, C, 21 (Chicago Wolves/Carolina Hurricanes) 

Drury just keeps playing good hockey at every level (though the counting 
stats haven’t come at the NHL level yet, his underlying results look really 
promising). First, it was the USHL. Then it was the NCAA. Then it was 
the SHL. Then it was the AHL. He doesn’t have dynamic qualities per se 
but he just looks like the kind of player who is going to become a solid 
up-and-down-the-lineup, everyday NHL player. Drury has always been 
known as a driven, 200-foot centre who involves himself in the play, 
plays within his team’s structure without cheating, works to get the puck 
back and excels at moulding his game to play alongside talented 
wingers. But his offensive skill has also developed nicely, with above-
average tools across the board as a finisher, handler and passer who 
can now create offense in a variety of ways. So while his game starts 
with a strong foundation and sound commitment to the details, there’s 

skill that happens in between and an approach that takes what’s given 
and executes. 

5. Jackson Blake, RW, 19 (University of North Dakota) 

After torching the Minnesota high school circuit and getting his feet wet 
on a title run with the Steel in his draft year, Blake led the Steel in scoring 
in his post-draft season, was one of the USHL’s top playmakers as 18-
year-old and now leads the Fighting Hawks in scoring as a 19-year-old 
freshman. 

He’s a high-energy, up-tempo worker who compensates for his smallish 
5-foot-11 frame (which he has the benefit of time to develop due to his 
August birthday) by playing hard and fast, while also having plenty of 
skill. I love his approach, which looks to attack the inside and make 
plays. There’s no backing down to his game, he makes a lot happen in 
and out of traffic, and I’ve seen him make difficult plays out of nothing 
with the puck on his stick (though he can also force it at times). He’s got 
quick hands in congested areas and a great sense of timing and 
opportunism around the offensive zone. 

I wrote last year that if he looked anything in college like he did in the 
USHL that I wouldn’t hesitate to move him up my list and this is me doing 
exactly that. There’s a lot to like. 

Watch the way he navigates and waits for his look on the flank here: 

6. Jamieson Rees, C/LW, 21 (Chicago Wolves) 

In his third year with the Wolves, things have finally begun to click for 
Rees at the AHL level (though I think he was a victim of poor puck luck 
last year and was more effective than his counting stats showed). 

His game is hard to miss and his presence can be felt on every shift 
when he’s dialed in (or up). Rees can impact a game in so many ways, 
whether he’s hunting down loose pucks, fighting for body positioning to 
win battles against bigger players, making something happen at the front 
of the net, or circling the offensive zone in possession to facilitate or cut 
to the slot for a chance. He’s a fiery 5 feet 11, is one of the Wolves’ most 
productive forwards and is also its penalty-minutes leader this year, after 
a career of getting into trouble in junior. He’s also a slippery stickhandler 
who changes directions on defenders to keep cycles alive and has a ton 
of talent in traffic to the slot (because of his hands he’s lethal in the 
shootout as well). He plays on the edge when he doesn’t have the puck 
and surprises defenders and goalies with his hands when he has it 
(though there are times when he tries to do too much). He’s a better 
passer than finisher, and he’s not the biggest kid in the world, but he 
plays a pro style and as he learns to control some of his decisions better 
he’s progressing toward his upside as a buzzsaw complementary NHLer 
with individual puck skill. 

7. Noel Gunler, RW/LW, 21 (Chicago Wolves) 

Loyal readers will know that Gunler’s a kid I stuck my neck out on 
throughout the draft process. Despite concerns about his consistency 
(which I still believe are overstated and which I know are unsupported by 
his underlying results), his effort level and his commitment defensively, 
Gunler is an undeniably talented player who has produced atop his age 
group at multiple levels despite never having the full trust of various 
coaches. 

Gunler is a natural scorer whose shot, hands and bouts of ingenuity give 
him clear power-play, top-of-the-lineup upside in a perfect world. But 
there’s work that needs to be done to round out his game and it may now 
be difficult for him to break the reputation that has (often undeservedly, in 
my view) followed him. Because the production is there, his offensive-
zone tools pop, his shot is lethal from a standstill or in motion (it 
generates significant torque through his stick, slinging off of his blade 
with a ton of spin) and he protects the puck extremely well on his 
backhand (which helps him drop a shoulder and cut to the net to shoot 
off of his forehand on his off wing). He’s always looking to shoot high but 
he rarely misses the net. Some scouts question his skating but he 
creates separation and breakaways for himself too consistently for me to 
argue against his straight-line speed (even if his stride can splay a little 
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and he can pick up his stick into a pitchfork skating stride when he’s 
really pushing himself) or his timing (which a lot of the game’s open 
space comes down to). He’s got a pro frame at 6 feet 2 as well. It may 
take the right coach and development team to give him the confidence 
and opportunities he needs to fulfil his potential, but I think the 
Hurricanes are among the franchise’s most equipped to figure him out. 

In the end, he’s always going to be able to do this (I’d actually like to see 
the Wolves move him from his spot on the bumper on the power play into 
the flank so that he can do this more often, like he did at prior levels): 

8. Ville Koivunen, RW/LW, 19 (Karpat) 

Koivunen’s a highly-entertaining, highly-gifted winger. But after an 
excellent age-adjusted post-draft campaign (especially considering his 
June birthday) in Liiga as one of Karpat’s top scorers in his rookie season 
at the level (and a strong showing as a piece of Finland’s best line 
through two games at the world juniors before the tournament was shut 
down), he has disappointed me in repeated viewings this season across 
two more world juniors and a second year in Liiga. 

He can be a delight to watch with the puck on his stick when he’s playing 
confidently. He’s a crafty problem-solver whose game tilts toward offense 
(he’s got work to do to become a more reliable player defensively). He 
can manufacture offense in a lot of ways off of the perimeter, whether 
that’s playing pucks into space with the perfect weight or baiting 
defenders into reaches so that he can cut past them. He’s one of those 
kids who can just carve the offensive zone up as a dual-threat scorer and 
passer. I’ve also seen him look quite effective taking pucks off the cycle 
to the interior (though not consistently), even though he’s more 
dangerous in open ice. I’ve seen him twist and turn away from good 
defenders. He has also had a bit of a growth spurt (he was listed at 5 feet 
11 and 161 pounds in his draft year and he’s 6 feet and 172 pounds). I 
still see top-nine upside with the right development plan and some 
patience. I’d like to see him find another level down the stretch (he’s 
capable of it) but it’s also worth remembering that he’s still just 19. 

9. Ryan Suzuki, C, 21 (Chicago Wolves)  

Were it not for lost time due to a growing injury history (including a 
permanent blind spot in one eye) and the pandemic, which necessitated 
an early jump to the AHL, I suspect Suzuki would be in a different place 
today than he is. 

Suzuki’s a gifted player who plays a flow game that breezes around the 
ice in possession. He’s still got a propensity to hang onto the puck too 
long, but when he makes quick decisions and plays fast he’s a ton of fun. 
He has always had the line-driving on-puck skill of a top-six talent. He 
leads rushes and pushes pace through neutral ice as a primary carrier on 
his line, hitting the blue line with speed to make something happen. He 
can beat defenders and goalies one-on-one with his hands, particularly 
his unique ability to pull and drag pucks through his feat and across his 
body to leap around opposing players with a side step or cut. He’s also a 
creative, inventive passer who can run a power play, execute through 
layers and feed pucks into space for his linemates. His quick acceleration 
gives him defensive value in races and on lifts when he commits to them 
(an area which has improved a great deal). Suzuki doesn’t have the 
overall build, strength or shot to maybe reach that top-six potential to its 
fullest, though, and the lost time casts further doubt. Still, I think he’s still 
got a chance to become an offensively-inclined top-nine forward, even if 
it happens for him later in his career than you’d hope for a first-round 
pick. 

10. Anttoni Honka, RHD, 22 (Chicago Wolves) 

After establishing himself as a top offensive defenseman in Liiga for two 
seasons, Honka has been productive in his first season in the AHL this 
year. While his ugly plus-minus numbers in Liiga were ammunition for his 
detractors — who’ve argued his game defensively is a glaring corner — 
in those final two Liiga seasons, I argued then and I’d argue now that 
they were more a byproduct of the minutes he was playing on the 
league’s worst team than of his actually-favourable on-ice results and 
brutal on-ice luck and goaltending. And while the AHL doesn’t make 

publicly available the same level of data that Liiga does, my viewings this 
year have, anecdotally, suggested that he’s driving shot differentials and 
possession with a bottom-of-the-standings Wolves team as well. 

There’s certainly a boom-or-bust factor to Honka’s projection given the 
way he is perceived, his propensity for getting caught out of position 
trying to play offense, and his size (5 feet 10, 179 pounds), but there’s 
also undeniable upside and if he hits he’s going to be just as good as he 
is fun. Honka’s one of the more purely talented defensemen in his age 
group. Offensively, he’s an impressive skater through his footwork (more 
than through his pushes, which aren’t super powerful), he’s a superb 
outlet passer, and his skill with the puck reminds me of talented forwards 
on entries or one-on-one off the point. He’s an extremely creative east-
west seam passer, and he makes pro-level skill plays that lead directly to 
goals. Defensively, he still needs to refine his positioning and decision-
making but he has made real progress in both areas and he’s sturdier 
than he looks. He’ll always have clear power-play utility and I think he’s 
closer to where he needs to get in the other areas than he gets credit for. 
He may top out as a good offensive defenseman in the AHL or Europe, 
but this is just the first year of his entry-level deal and if they can play the 
long game I won’t be surprised if he makes the most of an NHL look by 
the time the deal is done if the Hurricanes find themselves in need of a 
third-pairing, PP2 puck-mover. 

11. Gleb Trikozov, LW/RW, 18 (Avangard Omsk)  

After scoring 33 goals and 63 points in 48 combined MHL regular-season 
and playoff games as a 17-year-old with an August birthday last year, 
Trikozov has bounced between the MHL and Russia’s second-tier VHL 
this season. 

He spends a lot of time with the puck on his stick when he’s clicking. He 
can get his shot off in a split second out of catch and releases or carries 
and does so after attacking on angles and looking to beat defenders to 
openings in the offensive zone. He’s a very entertaining player who 
threatens with his skill and maneuverability off the rush, often creating 
good looks for himself or his linemates out of a quick dash immediately 
after entry. While his defensive commitment level needs work, Trikozov’s 
a boom-or-bust bet that could pay dividends if he can make the most of 
his extra runway. His game should translate nicely on North American ice 
if/when he comes over, too. 

12. Cruz Lucius, RW, 18 (University of Wisconsin) 

After battling a wrist injury last year, Lucius came on strong down the 
stretch with 12 points in his final 10 games at the program on a dominant 
third line with captain Rutger McGroarty. He has picked up where he left 
off as a point-per-game freshman as well. The Badgers are a bit of a 
mess right now and while on one hand that means someone has to 
score, on the other it’s a credit to Lucius that he has been the guy to step 
up and create offense for himself and his teammates, especially after the 
way last year went for him. 

Lucius is a patient playmaker who slows the game down and uses 
delays, lightly-weighted passes and the attention he pulls into himself to 
create through layers for his linemates. Like his older brother Chaz, his 
skating (which pitchforks) is the primary concern with his projection. But 
he plays within the pace of play so well, problem solves really effectively 
and has a sneaky quick and accurate release that I wrote last year I 
believed was going to produce greater goal totals than we’d seen to date 
(which we’ve begun to see in college). He will ultimately be defined, 
though, by his ability to continue to wait for plays to develop and stay 
cerebral as the speed of the level around him ramps up. If he can, he’ll 
be a complementary playmaking winger. He has never lacked confidence 
and decisiveness in his game. 

13. Dom Fensore, LHD, 21 (Boston University) 

You can count on one hand the number of 5-foot-8/5-foot-9 defensemen 
who can crack it in the NHL and the Terriers might have two on their 
team in Fensore and Habs prospect Lane Hutson. 
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He’s got all of the things you’d hope a player like him has if he’s going to 
make it as the exception to the rule. He’s an A-level skater forward and 
backward, and an even better one going laterally because of his 
footwork. He’s an excellent power-play quarterback because of his ability 
to maneuver against pressure, adjust his feet, change angles and play 
through layers as a passer. And he’s a brilliant exits/entries player who 
carves teams up in transition. Really the only part of his game on the 
offensive side of the puck that doesn’t pop is his shot. Otherwise, it’s all 
there. And because his feet are so smooth, he also has defensive value 
gapping up in transition to force dumps (and then pivoting to track back 
and collect them so that he can move play the other direction), or sliding 
into lanes to intercept passes and be disruptive when a player drops his 
head. If he’s to succeed in the NHL eventually though, it’ll be because of 
his ability to play in possession and spend more time on offense than 
defense. With the right partner, I think it might work. He’s an excellent 
college defenseman and he only just turned 21 in September even 
though this is his senior year. I’d willingly sign him after this season 
(assuming he sees a path forward for himself in an organization like 
Carolina’s). 

14. Massimo Rizzo, C, 21 (University of Denver) 

Red Wings prospect Carter Mazur is the Pioneers forward that gets the 
most attention and buzz, but Rizzo quietly capped off an excellent 
freshman season last year with points in both of the Frozen Four games 
(on Mazur’s line) to help them to a national championship and he has 
returned to become the team’s leading points producer as a sophomore 
(albeit a 21-year-old one) due to the pandemic and time spent marinating 
in the BCHL. He’s an incredibly smart player who understands how to 
facilitate and use spacing when the puck’s on his stick and where to go 
without the puck. He’s also a decent skater, a competitor and a diligent 
two-way player considering his average(ish) size. The Pioneers are 
better when he’s out there this year and while I’m not sure if he’s got NHL 
upside, he should get signed out of college and become a good AHL 
player at minimum. Not bad for the second-last pick of the 2019 draft! 

15. Vasili Ponomaryov, C, 20 (Chicago Wolves) 

After impressing in his first taste of the AHL last year, Ponomaryov has fit 
in well with the Wolves in his first full season this year. 

I’ve watched him play a lot over the years and he’s a hard player to 
dislike. He’s always on the puck, he’s got great hands, he can penalty kill 
effectively, he passes the puck well and he opens up to make himself 
available offensively. While he’s not the biggest, strongest, fastest, or 
most talented kid, he understands how to play from A to B. He’s also 
stronger than you might think at a cursory glance and uses his body 
positioning to come up with a lot of pucks. And then he also has skill — 
enough to deceive good defenders, pick apart schemes with the puck 
and make plays off of all of the retrievals he wins. I’m a fan. He has some 
intriguing qualities, he’s versatile and he plays the same way regardless 
of how much he’s playing or who he’s playing with. I’m not sure if he’ll be 
an NHLer, but he has always been a well-liked player wherever he has 
gone. 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 
player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

The Hurricanes’ prospect pool breaks down into just two tiers. They are: 
1-2, 3-15. 

Also considered were DEL star Dominik Bokk (one of the more 
confounding young players in the game, who is finally living up to his 
potential now that it may be too late), top Finnish ’03 defenseman Aleksi 
Heimosalmi, efficient Russian defenseman Vladimir Grudinin, talented 
work-in-progress Swedish defenseman Simon Forsmark, diminutive 
forward prospects Justin Robidas, Zion Nybeck, Alexander Perevalov, 
Alexander Pashin and Tuukka Tieksola (in that order), Wolves rookie and 
former Canadian world junior defenseman Ronan Seeley, 20-year-old 

SHL sophomore defenseman Joel Nystrom, Penn State assistant captain 
and leading scorer Kevin Wall, and one of my longtime favourites, 
Finnish forward Patrik Puistola. 

You could make a case for several of those guys as high as third or 
fourth on this list and I’d listen. It’s a truly unique, giant group of similar-
grade prospects. I hated leaving Heimosalmi and Robidas off in 
particular. 
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L.A. Kings and the trade deadline: Should they find a new No. 1 goalie? 

 

Eric Stephens 

9-11 minutes 29/01/2023 

 

If you are the Kings, do you have comfort in starting Pheonix Copley or 
Jonathan Quick in Game 1 of a playoff series? 

OK, we’re not there yet. Fine. Here is another one: Are you comfortable 
with Copley or Quick as the backbone for the playoff push over the final 2 
1/2 months? 

It is a question that general manager Rob Blake and coach Todd 
McLellan must contend with in the weeks heading to the March 3 trade 
deadline. Right now, it’s obvious that McLellan is more comfortable with 
Copley, as the 30-year-old has been tabbed to start 17 of the Kings’ last 
21 games. 

With more efforts from Copley like in Friday’s 4-3 win at Florida, in which 
he made a career-high 45 saves, there may be fewer questions about the 
team’s goaltending. Copley has won three straight starts and is 15-3-0 
since his call-up from the AHL to take Cal Petersen’s place. 

But before the Kings’ three-game win streak, Copley was also pulled in 
back-to-back starts. His save percentage before Friday was a pedestrian 
.897. Meanwhile, Quick hasn’t won a game in 59 days and was beaten 
on two of his first three shots Saturday in the Kings’ ragged 5-2 loss to 
Tampa Bay. He finished with 20 stops in 25 shots in his first action in a 
week. 

Can Copley be their rock for the stretch run and be the definitive choice 
for a Game 1? Can Quick ever get back a net that was once his? Will 
Petersen get a second chance? Or does Blake need to shore up a crucial 
position, since his team could make some noise in what looks to be a 
wide-open Western Conference? 

If he does, here are 10 options the Kings could look at. We’ll put them in 
alphabetical order and let you judge who should be coveted and who 
needs to be avoided. 

Jake Allen 

Age: 32 

Contract status: $2.875 million AAV this season, $3.85 million AAV for 
next two, UFA in 2025 

Why it could be done: Allen would be a tight fit for this rest of this season 
but there’s no salary cap in the playoffs and his AAV wouldn’t get in the 
way of giving raises to oncoming RFAs Mikey Anderson and Gabriel 
Vilardi. He has plenty of experience and his .924 save percentage in 
playoff duty isn’t too shabby. 

Why it might not: It’d be one thing if Allen were working on an expiring 
contract. The two-year extension that Montreal signed him to last 
October now looks more like an obstacle in terms of trade possibilities. 
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The Canadiens may also want to keep him around to mentor youngsters 
Sam Montembeault and Cayden Primeau. 

Mackenzie Blackwood 

Age: 26 

Contract status: $2.8 million AAV, RFA in 2023 

Why it could be done: Even with the Devils taking a big step forward this 
season, Blackwood has lost starts to Vitek Vanecek and it feels like his 
time in Newark is running out. He could be available, especially because 
New Jersey could call up Akira Schmid to back up Vanecek. 

Why it might not: Blackwood’s inconsistency has kept him from claiming 
the net as a No. 1 after his first two seasons held a lot of promise. The 
Kings have already been dealing with a level of inconsistency in net and 
have felt that Copley has given them stability Blackwood might not bring. 

John Gibson 

Age: 29 

Contract status: $6.4 million AAV, UFA in 2027 

Why it could be done: One front-office failure has been the inability to 
cultivate a high-level goalie pipeline from within. Petersen was that guy. 
Gibson could remain in Southern California and could be instantly 
rejuvenated on a playoff-bound club and be a solid bridge to the next 
“goalie of the future.” He can still be an asset, as evident by his winning 
41-save effort against Colorado on Thursday. 

Why it might not: Mostly, it’s the contract. For one, Anaheim would have 
to take back Petersen just to begin the cap-managing calculations. It is 
an iffy (and pricey) proposal on both ends. The number of Kings-Ducks 
trades can be counted on one hand. And it’s going on five years since 
Gibson last appeared in a playoff game. His postseason numbers, which 
have included one long run, aren’t all that hot. 

Thomas Greiss 

Age: 36 

Contract status: $1.25 million AAV, UFA in 2023 

Why it could be done: A .912 save percentage across a few NHL stops is 
nothing to sniff at and he’s posted a .906 behind Jordan Binnington on a 
wildly erratic St. Louis club this season. His best season came in Barry 
Trotz’s goalie-friendly system, in which he teamed with Robin Lehner to 
win the Jennings Trophy. 

Why it might not: The fact that Greiss has made only 14 starts — 11 
coming with the Islanders in 2016 — in four postseasons defines that 
he’s rarely been the main option. He’s had a nice career but is getting up 
there in age and has been in decline since his days on Long Island. 

Joonas Korpisalo 

Age: 28 

Contract status: $1.3 million AAV, UFA in 2023 

Why it could be done: The expiring contract is very manageable for a 
team that’s had to do some cap gymnastics, and Korpisalo has been very 
good for a bad Columbus team. Anyone who watched his starts against 
Calgary and Edmonton last week can see he could win games behind a 
better defensive club. He’s healthy again, has a .907 save percentage, is 
making 1.3 saves above average, and GMs will remember his 
outstanding 2020 playoff run. 

Why it might not: Blake could stay on the conservative path, given his 
trade history of late, and won’t want to send Quick, the franchise wins 
leader with 367 victories, out with a whimper after a 16-year run in Los 
Angeles that made him a certified franchise legend. 

Kevin Lankinen 

Age: 27 

Contract status: $1.5 million, UFA in 2023 

Why it could be done: The price is right, and he can be a short-term fix or 
a longer-term option if he shows well. Lankinen is never going to 
supplant Juuse Saros but has put up some good numbers as his backup 
with the Predators and earned a few top-five Calder Trophy votes two 
years ago in Chicago. 

Why it might not: Lankinen has made 76 NHL starts (none in the playoffs) 
and just 10 of those have come this season. Blake may have more trust 
in Copley or Quick in a pressure situation than the largely untested Finn. 

Antti Raanta 

Age: 33 

Contract status: $2.4 million AAV, UFA in 2023 

Why it could be done: For all that Carolina has done right in assembling a 
tenacious, deep club, it has some uncertainty in net. Moving Raanta’s 
expiring deal could net them a future asset and turn the crease over to 
talented 23-year-old Pyotr Kochetkov, who is stuck behind two veterans. 

Why it might not: Raanta has always had the game to deliver No. 1-level 
results. Unfortunately, the affable netminder has often dealt with injuries 
over his 10 seasons. The Hurricanes will be leery of parting with the 
veteran, especially with Frederik Andersen having an injury-plagued 
season. Raanta, who had a 2.26 goals-against average in their 2022 
playoffs, is probably their insurance policy. 

James Reimer 

Age: 34 

Contract status: $2.25 million AAV, UFA in 2023 

Why it could be done: Teams have always been interested in Reimer, 
because he’s usually been solid and doesn’t cost a fortune or clog up a 
team’s cap structure. Even on a rough San Jose club, Reimer is quietly 
terrific when the Sharks are short-handed and is one reason their 
penalty-killing numbers have been excellent for two years running. 

Why it might not: Who knows how keen the Kings and Sharks are on 
helping a rival out, even if they’re in different spaces now? Reimer is the 
classic quality 1B netminder who has never started more than 46 games 
in a season and has played in only 11 playoff games — seven of them 
coming in 2013 during that ill-fated Toronto–Boston series. His .890 save 
percentage at even strength this season is a career-low. 

Cam Talbot 

Age: 35 

Contract status: $3.66 million AAV, UFA in 2023 

Why it could be done: McLellan had Talbot in Edmonton and leaned on 
him in 2016-17, when he won 42 games and finished fourth in Vezina 
Trophy voting. He’s made 31 playoff starts and has a .921 save 
percentage, along with winning nearly half of his postseason decisions. 

Why it might not: Talbot is on an expiring contract so there’s no long-term 
commitment, but the cap hit would likely necessitate moving a salaried 
player out, and Blake may not be eager to disrupt a regular lineup. 
Ottawa is already retaining salary on Matt Murray and may not want 
more dead money on its ledger. Talbot is also nursing an injury but isn’t 
expected to be out long-term. 

Karel Vejmelka 

Age: 26 

Contract status: $2.725 million AAV, UFA in 2025 

Why it could be done: Vejmelka has been one of the bright spots on an 
Arizona team that’s had an eye on the future ever since GM Bill 
Armstrong took over. He has 17 quality starts and three shutouts, 
including a recent 33-save blanking of St. Louis. He has also handled a 
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heavy workload and would give L.A. a proven lead goalie, even after this 
season. 

Why it might not: Similar to defenseman Jakob Chychrun, the Coyotes 
don’t have to trade Vejmelka now. They’ve got their No. 1 goalie locked 
in for two more seasons on a very reasonable contract. They could 
decide to build a better team around him. The Kings could also balk at 
Armstrong’s selling price for someone that has no playoff track record. 
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REIGN FINAL – Reign 1, Wranglers 4 – Sturm, Allard  

 

By Jared Shafran 

5-6 minutes 30/01/2023 

 

Lias Andersson netted the lone goal for Ontario in a losing effort, scoring 
his 20th of the season to extend his point scoring streak to eight games. 
Cal Petersen started in goal for the second consecutive day and stopped 
28 shots to keep the Reign within one until the Wranglers posted two late 
empty net goals. 

More from head coach Marco Sturm and Frederic Allard below. 

For the second straight day, Andersson got the scoring started and put 
the Reign ahead 1-0 with a wrist shot from the left circle off a rush into 
the offensive zone at 4:06 of the first period. 

Assists on the tally went to Jordan Spence and TJ Tynan. Tynan 
extended his point streak to seven games, during which he has posted 
17 points on two goals and 15 assists. 

With 1:45 to go in the opening frame, Jakob Pelletier tied the game at 1-1 
with a power play goal for the Wranglers. 

The game remained even for the majority of the second, but Calgary 
went in front for the first time in the final minute of the stanza when 
Matthew Phillips scored his league-leading 24th goal of the season to put 
the Wranglers up 2-1. 

Ontario produced 10 shots on goal in the third in an attempt to even 
things back up, but were unable to find an equalizer against Dustin Wolf, 
who finished with 21 saves to earn the win for Calgary. 

The Wranglers scored twice in the closing seconds when the Reign net 
was empty in exchange for an extra attacker. Walker Duehr posted the 
first goal at 18:57 of the third before Ben Jones added on with the fourth 
Calgary score of the game at 19:52. 

Despite Ontario’s late push in the third, the Wranglers held a 32-22 edge 
in shots on goal overall in the contest. Calgary also scored the only 
power play goal, finishing 1-for-4 on the man-advantage while holding the 
Reign to an 0-for-3 mark. 

Marco Sturm 

On the younger players improving throughout the game 

It took them awhile because they were probably showing a lot of respect 
[to the opponent] at first, but then all of the sudden, they knew they can 
play with these guys too. Helenius, and especially his line, definitely got 
better and created some good momentum for us. 

On how last month’s losing streak has shaped the team’s recent 
performances 

Those losing streaks seem really long, but you always hope you’ll learn 
from it. I think, in general, the coaches and players get used to each 
other too. I feel like now they know exactly what I want from them and 
what I expect from them, and how I want to play as a team and an 
organization. I feel like now its slowly clicking and there’s no more 
surprises anymore. They know my language now, and I know they’re 
body language too. It just takes some time, and yeah, I feel like now 
we’re clicking. Some other teams are sometimes better than us one day, 
but overall, I’m happy with these guys. Some of the guys just need more 
experience too, so you’ve got to be patient. That Calgary team had like 
two thousand more games of experience. But again, I’m proud of how the 
guys competed today. 

On recovering for Tuesday’s game against Colorado 

We just played a back-to-back. Now we’re going to get some rest and go 
back to work tomorrow and try to get enough energy for another good 
team. I don’t worry. These guys have played so hard all year long and 
they’re going to show it again with a good effort. 

Frederic Allard 

On tonight’s game 

Their forwards are big like Sutter, Bishop and Rooney. They’ve been 
around enough [to know how] to win tight games, so for us, it was a big 
test against a back-to-back. They had their full lineup and I think we 
played a really good game while missing a lot of guys here. We’ve shown 
that we can play against anybody with whoever is in the lineup, so it’s a 
good sign for us. 

On playing more consistently: 

It took me, unfortunately, five months to get back but I got some bad 
bounces. It’s part of the game. That happens. You also don’t expect to 
break your throat, probably, so I’m happy I got some more confidence. I 
think I’m just getting my game back. I wish it was back before but now I 
feel very good.  

On Tuesday’s upcoming game against Colorado 

They’re exactly the same kind of team [as Calgary]. They’re well-coached 
and they play a good system, so we know what to expect on Tuesday for 
sure. 

Ontario is back in action on Tuesday when the host the Colorado Eagles 
at Toyota Arena at 7 p.m. 
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REIGN PREVIEW – Ontario vs. Calgary, 1/29  

 

By Jared Shafran 

6-8 minutes 29/01/2023 

 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: After playing three road games this week, the 
Ontario Reign are back home Sunday for a matchup with the Calgary 
Wranglers at Toyota Arena. Sunday’s contest is the third meeting of the 
week between the Reign and Wranglers, with the two having recently 
split a midweek set up north at the Scotiabank Saddledome. Calgary was 
victorious on Tuesday by a 4-3 score before Ontario claimed a come-
from-behind decision Wednesday, 3-2 in overtime. The win was the 
Reign’s first in five contests against the Wranglers this season. 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR: Coming off a road victory in Henderson on 
Saturday, Calgary is locked in a tie with Coachella Valley for first place in 
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the Pacific Division, each having secured 60 points in the standings. Any 
points secured by the Wranglers on Sunday would move them into sole 
possession of the top spot in the table. Meanwhile, Ontario is 7-2-1 in 
their last 10 games and sits in fifth place, four points behind fourth-place 
Abbotsford. Calgary is the top offensive team in the AHL, scoring the 
most total goals (157) for a league-leading average of 3.83 per game. 
The Wranglers are also the second-best team defensively, allowing just 
2.54 tallies per contest. Despite an uptick in their recent offensive output, 
Ontario remains a defensive-oriented team and ranks eighth in the 
league by allowing 2.82 goals per game. Lias Andersson has led the 
Reign with six points in the team’s five previous matchups with Calgary 
on five goals and an assist, while Connor Zary has also produced six 
points for the Wranglers against Ontario with a goal and five helpers. 

LAST TIME OUT: The Ontario Reign got their offense going Saturday 
night, scoring three times in each of the first two periods on their way to a 
7-2 road victory over the San Diego Gulls at Pechanga Arena. Lias 
Andersson continued his recent hot play, earning a four-point game for 
the first time in his career, while TJ Tynan had four assists for the second 
time in Ontario’s last four games and Tyler Madden posted his first-
career three-point night with two goals and an assist. 

TYNAN’S TAKEOVER: January has been the best month of the season 
for Reign captain TJ Tynan, who is leading in the AHL with 22 points in 
the team’s 12 games since the calendar flipped to 2023. Dating back to 
the team’s trip to Colorado last week, Tynan has netted or helped set up 
13 out of Ontario’s last 18 goals, including a goal and 12 assists. In San 
Diego Saturday night, Tynan recorded his fourth consecutive multi-point 
game and extended his current point streak to six games by tying his 
career-high with four assists. The Orland Park, Illinois native has now 
reached the 50-point plateau for the fourth time in his AHL career and 
currently ranks second in the league in overall scoring while leading all 
skaters with 44 assists. 

SCOUTING THE WRANGLERS: The AHL affiliate of the NHL’s Calgary 
Flames, the Wranglers have been instantly competitive in their first year 
playing in Calgary. The team’s leading scorer Matthew Phillips has 45 
points in 35 games on 23 goals and 22 assists. His goal total leads the 
way in the AHL, and he ranks sixth in the league in overall scoring. 
Phillips has also been credited with eight game-winning goals this 
season which leads the league. Behind him, Connor Zary leads the team 
with 27 helpers and ranks second with 41 points. Rookie defender 
Jeremie Poirier leads the team’s blueliners with 25 points in 39 games on 
four goals and 21 assists. Former Reign captain Brett Sutter has been a 
mainstay in the team’s lineup, scoring 22 points on 10 goals and 12 
assists while appearing in 39 of the Wranglers’ 41 contests. In net, 
reigning AHL Goaltender of the Year Dustin Wolf has played 31 games 
and picked up where he left off last season with a 2.20 goals-against 
average and a 0.928 save percentage with a record of 24-5-1 and four 
shutouts. 

LIAS LEADS THE WAY: Lias Andersson’s four-point night Saturday was 
just the most recent display in a month filled with highlights. Combined 
with three goals earlier in the week against Calgary, Andersson has now 
scored five times in Ontario’s last three games and 10 in his last 9 
outings. The Smogen, Sweden native leads the Reign with 19 goals 
overall this season and is currently on a season-high seven game point 
scoring streak in which he’s totaled 12 points (8-4=12). Andersson took 
matters into his own hands Wednesday, scoring a game-tying power play 
goal with 2:11 remaining in the third period before adding a game-
winning strike 33 seconds into overtime to give Ontario its first-ever 
victory over Calgary. He has now recorded multiple goals in a game five 
times during the 2022-23 campaign. 

MADDEN THE GAMER: Tyler Madden, who was placed on a line with TJ 
Tynan and Lias Andersson prior to Saturday night’s contest in San 
Diego, also had a big night for Ontario in the win by earning a career-high 
three points with two goals and an assist. Both of Madden’s goals came 
on the power play from the front of the net with his first extending 
Ontario’s lead to 2-0 at 12:41 of the first, while his second late in the 
middle period and made it 6-2 in favor of the Reign. The two goals put 
the third-year pro into double figures for the season with 10 tallies in 38 

games. Madden also has a new career-high with four power play goals 
on the year. 

FRESH FACES JOIN ONTARIO’S ROSTER: Ontario’s roster received 
four additions Friday, including two familiar faces who were recalled from 
ECHL-Greenville in Tyler Inamoto and Brett Kemp, as well as two others 
from the ECHL in Jack Becker and Hank Crone. Both Kemp and Becker 
made their season debuts for the Reign in Saturday’s 7-2 win over San 
Diego. Inamoto has been valuable for the Swamp Rabbits, appearing in 
26 games on the back end, while Kemp has posted 19 points in 20 
games at the ECHL level on nine goals and 10 assists. Becker and 
Crone are both in their rookie professional seasons after completing 
careers in the NCAA. With the ECHL’s Idaho Steelheads, Becker has 27 
points in 38 games (9-19=27) in addition to a +14 rating. Crone has also 
impressed as a rookie with the Allen Americans and is fourth in the ECHL 
with 48 points (20-28=48) in 37 games. 
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Mike Harrington's NHL power rankings 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter 

 

Through Friday's games. Last week's rankings in parentheses. 

1. Boston Bruins. First team to 80 points, and a real threat to NHL record 
of 132 by '76-77 Habs. (1) 

2. Carolina Hurricanes. Necas with back-to-back OT winners to maintain 
Metro lead over Devils. (2) 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs. Matthews (knee) might be back by Feb. 21 visit 
to KeyBank Center. (3) 

4. New Jersey Devils. Went on bye week after Friday night OT win in 
Dallas. (5) 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning.  Vasilevskiy with 37 saves in win over Bruins. 
(6) 

6. Seattle Kraken. On games in hand and goal differential, they should be 
Pacific favorite. (8) 

7. Dallas Stars. Back-to-back-to-back home OT losses to Sabres, Canes 
and Devils. (4) 

8. Winnipeg Jets. Went 2-4 in 10-day span, including punking by Sabres. 
(7) 

9. New York Rangers.  Panarin with only 12 goals but team-high 50 
points. (10) 

10. Los Angeles Kings. Somehow clawed to top of Pacific with negative 
goal differential. Still don't believe. (11) 

11. Vegas Golden Knights. Suffering with Stone out of the lineup. (9) 

12. Edmonton Oilers. McDavid at 89 points in 49 games. He's the MVP. 
(12) 

13. Washington Capitals. Fun game at Toronto on Sunday afternoon if 
you get tired of NFC/AFC title games. (13) 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins. Went 1-0-3 playing four OT games in eight 
days. (15) 

15. Colorado Avalanche. Six straight wins but ... streak ended with loss 
to the Ducks? (16) 
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16. Buffalo Sabres. Second period in Winnipeg felt almost like a perfect 
road performance. Been a long time. (21) 

17. Minnesota Wild. Kaprizov entered Sabres game with 27 goals. (14) 

18. Calgary Flames. Twelve straight with a point in net for Vladar as he 
challenges for Markstrom's crease. (17) 

19. St. Louis Blues. Look like sellers: Trailed 3-0/4-0-/5-0 in last three 
games. (18) 

20. New York Islanders. Sorokin can't prop them up on his own much 
longer. (19) 

21. Florida Panthers.  Barkov added for All-Star Game on home ice. (20) 

22. Nashville Predators.  Headed into break on 5-1 burst. (22) 

23. Detroit Red Wings.  First seven after break are vs. Western 
Conference (23) 

24. Philadelphia Flyers. Dropped five of seven, including OT losses to 
Kings, Wild. (24) 

25. Ottawa Senators. Norris down for the season due to shoulder 
surgery. (25)    

26. Montreal Canadiens. Ditto Caufield. Get surgery done, be ready for 
the fall. (26) 

27. San Jose Sharks. Scored ENG at Carolina -- but blew two-goal lead 
in final 1:37 and lost in OT. Ouch. (27) 

28. Vancouver Canucks. Cheap hit by Myers to knock out Kraken rookie 
phenom Beniers. (28) 

29. Chicago Blackhawks. Not tanky: Crushed Calgary on road to improve 
to 7-3 in last 10. (29) 

30. Arizona Coyotes. Surprised Vegas, St. Louis around loss to Anaheim.  
(30) 

31. Anaheim Ducks. Vatrano nets hat trick in upset win at Colorado. (31) 

32. Columbus Blue Jackets. Pulled out overtime escape in Edmonton. 
(32) 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Morgan Rielly calls his shot on John Tavares’ 
big night 

 

Luke Fox  

 

TORONTO – Morgan Rielly flashed a wry smile to reporters Saturday 
when discussing his rather humbling interactions with the excited kids 
invited to the Toronto Maple Leafs’ annual Easter Seals skate. 

“I got some interesting questions. Mostly about when I’m going to score,” 
Rielly revealed to the scrum. “Harder-hitting questions than you guys ask 
sometimes.” 

So… what did you tell the children? When are you going to score? 

“Tomorrow night, obviously,” Rielly deadpanned. 

While the Leafs’ No. 1 defenceman might not exactly be prolific this 
season, he is certainly prophetic. 

“Yes,” Rielly admits, the big doughnut to the immediate right of his 
games-played column had been weighing on his mind. 

Even if, as coach Sheldon Keefe and several teammates note, you 
wouldn’t know it from his attitude, interactions, and body language 
around Leafs headquarters. 

But how could it not be stressing the onetime 20-goal man out? 

Rielly’s 35-game drought coincided neatly with the start of his juicy new, 
eight-year, $60-million contract. He had racked up more assists (21) than 
all other goal-less NHLers, and yet his first 68 shots on net were all 
turned away. 

Well, 69 did the trick. 

Rielly pounced on a puck whacked into the slot from a forechecking 
Michael Bunting, snapping the thing clean and high past Washington 
Capitals netminder Darcy Kuemper for what would stand as the winner. 

“Just relief,” Rielly exclaimed of the feeling as he extended both arms 
higher than a crossbar and looked to the heavens before getting 
swallowed by all the eager hockey hugs. 

“The guys were excited on the bench,” Keefe said. “Mo’s an important 
player for our team. So for him that have a bit of a relief there, I think, it’s 
felt throughout the team.” 

Ilya Samsonov perked up when asked about Rielly: “Oooh, I’m so happy 
for him. I waiting for this one. You know, in the practice, he’s shooting so 
hard. 

“This goal will get confidence for him.” 

Rielly’s relief was but one cause for celebration Sunday, which marked 
the 1,000th game of hometown captain John Tavares’s tremendous 
career. 

Toronto allowed the evening’s first goal, a Nicklas Backstrom power-play 
marker in the first period, only to come stomping back with four 
unanswered in a dominant second frame and chase Kuemper from the 
paint midway through its efficient 5-1 beatdown of Washington. 

The Caps — champions five years ago and still clinging to the 
postseason race — looked sluggish and overwhelmed by comparison. 

“They’re high octane,” said Washington coach Peter Laviolette, motioning 
down the hall. 

One of the Leafs’ smoothest engines is Tavares, who is humming once 
again at an 80-point pace and chipped in with a pair of assists on his big 
night. 

The captain estimated he had more friends and family members in 
attendance to support him Sunday than at any other game in his storied 
career. 

He thanked the Maple Leafs and Islanders for believing in him; his wife, 
Aryne and their two young sons, Jace and Axton (who were also gifted 
size-appropriate silver sticks) for their sacrifices; and his parents, Joe 
and Barbara, for doing everything possible so he could chase his 
passion. 

“It’s a tremendous honour. Just hard to put into words. Not gonna lie. 
Just have a lot of gratitude,” Tavares said. “You love to play this game as 
a kid. You dream about playing in the NHL. To think that you get to do it 
for a thousandth time is pretty remarkable. You don’t take that for 
granted.” 

Just as Rielly won’t take his next goal for granted. 

“Felt good. Got some good karma yesterday from Easter Seals. I was out 
there with those guys a lot and smiling, so I think that’s what it was,” 
Rielly figured. 

Plus, he promised the children. 
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“I wouldn't call it a promise,” Rielly said. 

“It was more of a hopeful guess.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• What about Bunting? What sorts of questions did the Easter Seals 
youngsters have for him? 

“I had a lot of kids asking me to chirp them.” 

• If — hypothetically speaking! — the Maple Leafs were to buyout the 
final season of Matt Murray’s contract, he’d only cost them $687,500 
against the cap in 2023-24. 

He’d also cost a $2 million against the cap in 2024-25. However, the 
ceiling is expected to make a significant jump by then. 

• Pretty cool to see Nicklas Backstrom score his first goal since his 
drastic off-season hip-resurfacing surgery. 

“This was kind of like the last resort. Unproven technology, I want to say, 
for sports,” Backstrom told reporters during a lengthy rehabilitation that 
had some doubting whether he’d play again. 

“I had to do it because I had no other choice. It’s either that or I’ll skate 
on one leg again.” 

Ryan Kesler underwent the same procedure on his hips and never 
played again. 

• T.J. Brodie had not missed a single game as a Maple Leaf until this 
season, when he’s been sidelined twice. 

Making his return after three weeks on the shelf, Brodie said that “an 
elbow or a butt end” damaged his rib and that the mental aspect of 
missing time with these injuries has been more difficult that the physical 
part. 

• Outside of John Carlson, the Capitals don’t have a single NHL 
defenceman signed beyond this July. 

Minute-munchers Dmitry Orlov, Nick Jensen, Trevor van Riemsdyk and 
Erik Gustafsson are all impending UFAs. 

Will be interesting to see whom GM Brian McLellan can afford to keep. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wiebe's World: After some bumps, Dylan Strome is finding 
a home in Washington 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG — At first glance, Dylan Strome couldn’t help but be a tad 
confused by the situation. 

After finishing second on the Chicago Blackhawks in goals (22) and 
fourth in points (48 in 69 games) last season, word was circulating that 
Strome’s qualifying offer wasn’t going to be offered, which would leave 
him as an unrestricted free agent. 

While there had been some bumps in the road and some unexpected 
healthy scratches, Strome was still one of the most productive players on 
his team at only 25 years old. 

A third-overall pick in 2015 by the Arizona Coyotes, all signs pointed to 
Strome’s best hockey being ahead of him. 

Yet one of the worst teams in the NHL was deciding that Strome wasn’t 
going to be part of their plans? 

“It was different. I didn’t really expect it, to be honest,” said Strome, 
recalling the series of events of the summer. “I thought I had a good year 
last year and in the second half of the year, I was playing 20 minutes a 
night and the team was above .500. 

“My agent said it best. They made a business decision and that’s the 
path their team was going to take. You’ve got to understand that.” 

The Blackhawks, who had traded Alex DeBrincat and Kirby Dach and 
were clearly in rebuilding mode, had informed Strome’s agents of their 
choice on a Friday, with free agency set to open the following 
Wednesday, so there wasn’t much time to process what had transpired. 

Strome quickly turned his attention to channelling his energy towards 
finding a new place to play and the best situation for him. 

“I pretty much only had the weekend and a couple of days to kind of 
realize that I wasn’t going to be back on the Blackhawks this year,” said 
Strome. “Emotionally, it was such a whirlwind of a week, with everything 
that was going on. There are 31 teams you can be on and you’ve got to 
figure things out pretty quickly, with where you’re going to live and the 
area, but first of all where you’re going to play. That’s the main thing. 

“Washington reached out on the first day of free agency and we talked a 
few times. There was some uncertainty with injuries and cap issues and 
stuff like that.” 

Part of that uncertainty was related to a hip injury veteran pivot Nicklas 
Backstrom was dealing with. 

Backstrom returned to action on Jan. 8 and has appeared in nine games 
for the Capitals this season. He scored his first goal of the season on 
Sunday in the team's tilt against the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Strome had some other offers to mull over as well, but ultimately he felt 
the opportunity with the Capitals made the most sense for him right now 
and he was comfortable betting on himself with a shorter-term, show-me 
contract. 

“At the beginning, I was kind of wondering if a team was going to offer 
two or three years but I told my agent I would do a one-year deal,” said 
Strome. “I’m confident in myself and confident in what I can do. I had a 
good off-season up until that point and was feeling really good. 
Sometimes it’s easier for that team to take on that one-year contract. For 
myself, knowing I’m an RFA after the year. You trust yourself and know 
that team has your rights, so if you do enough, hopefully the team likes 
you enough for you to stick around. 

“That was my thought process.” 

One of the interesting parts of the process was being able to lean on his 
older brother, Ryan, who was an unrestricted free agent, for support. 

“My brother was going through the same thing. He was close to signing 
with the Rangers and there were talks about bringing him back,” said 
Dylan. “It was his first time hitting the market in free agency and I wasn’t 
expected to be, but we were (free agents) at the same time and we were 
getting some of the same calls.” 

Did it get awkward if certain teams were interested in both players but 
could only sign one of them? Or was there actually a time when Strome 
thought they might end up as a package deal as teammates? 

“It was kind of weird because we have similar numbers and play the 
same position,” said Dylan. “It was more about finding the right fit for 
each other. There wasn’t too much talk about going to the same team, 
though it crossed our minds once or twice. 

“When it comes down to it, this was his time to kind of cash in and set up 
his life financially and he did a good job with that (signing a five-year, 
$25-million deal with the Anaheim Ducks). He was pretty nervous going 
into the day, not knowing what was going to happen. In his situation, he 
was looking for a long-term deal, thinking about where he was going to 
live and where his kids were going to grow up and things like that. For 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 30, 2023 

 

me, it was about what team was most interested and with the talent that 
Washington has, it was a no-brainer for me.” 

The fit with the Capitals has been a solid one, as Strome is third on the 
Capitals in scoring with 11 goals and 36 points in 50 games, and he’s 
spent ample time skating on a line with Alex Ovechkin. 

As for Ryan Strome, he’s got 10 goals and 25 points in 50 games while 
averaging just under 17 minutes of ice time for a Ducks team that is 
rebuilding and in the heart of the Connor Bedard sweepstakes. 

ROCKET RICHARD PURSUIT 

There’s been plenty of discussion around what Edmonton Oilers captain 
Connor McDavid has been doing this season, especially as it pertains to 
his goal scoring prowess — as he continues to lead the Rocket Richard 
chase with 41 goals, leaving him three up on David Pastrnak of the 
Boston Bruins going into Sunday. 

Strome isn’t surprised by the turn of events, having been a teammate 
and frequent linemate of McDavid’s during his time in the Ontario Hockey 
League with the Erie Otters. 

“It’s just because he gets so many more assists than everyone else,” said 
Strome, referring to the 51 apples that has McDavid leading the Art Ross 
race with 92 points in just 50 games. “This will be his fourth year with 40 
and not many players do that, especially a guy that gets that many 
assists. 

“He’s shooting more and I think he talked about it, he took a little bit more 
time in the offseason to work on his shot. He’s taking one-timers now and 
he’s finding different ways to score. His release is really good and he 
doesn’t get enough credit for how good of a shot he has.” 

HART SHINING 

It’s been a tough season so far for the Philadelphia Flyers, who entered 
their break by collecting a tidy 4-0 victory over the Winnipeg Jets on 
Saturday. 

The Flyers are seventh in the Metropolitan Division with a record of 21-
21-9 and enter Sunday’s action six points behind the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and with three teams to leapfrog in order to push for the second wild-card 
berth in the Eastern Conference. 

One of the bright spots for the Flyers this season has been the play of 
netminder Carter Hart, who made 40 saves on Saturday for his first 
shutout of the campaign — and fourth of his career. 

On a team with a minus-20 goal differential, Hart sits ninth in the NHL in 
goals saved above average (14.4), according to Money Puck, which 
leaves him just behind the likes of Karel Vemeljka of the Arizona Coyotes 
(15.7), Jake Oettinger of the Dallas Stars (15.8), Igor Shesterkin of the 
New York Rangers (17.3) and Andrei Vasilivskiy of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning (17.6). 

“A very good season. A season in a city and with a team that’s a bit of a 
graveyard for goalies,” said Flyers head coach John Tortorella, whose 
club has picked up at least a point in three of the past four games. 
“Pressure is on the goalies. We’re trying to play better defence in front of 
him. We’ve been up and down with that all year long, but he has been as 
steady as you could be. 

“If he has a bad game, it doesn’t bother him, if he has a good game, he 
just keeps it flat-line. I’ve been very impressed by him.” 

SUPPORT FOR BOUDREAU 

Jets head coach Rick Bowness has been around the game a long time 
and knows what those in the coaching fraternity sign up for, but he was 
among many who voiced support for recently fired Vancouver Canucks 
head coach Bruce Boudreau, whose dismissal rubbed a lot of people the 
wrong way. 

Bowness wasn’t about to publicly attack the Canucks organization for the 
way they handled — or mishandled the situation — but it was obvious 

that he didn’t like the way things went down either as Boudreau was left 
twisting in the wind until the hiring of Rick Tocchet was made official. 

“No comment on that one,” said Bowness. “Nice try, though. I don’t like to 
talk about other organizations. I’ve been in contact with Bruce. I’ve 
known Bruce for a long time. I always reach out when any coach gets 
fired in this league because I hate when that happens. It’s part of what 
we all sign up for. It's something you never want to go through. So I 
reach out to them all and I reached out to Bruce.” 

You can be sure that Bowness wasn’t the only one who reached out to 
the popular coach who showed plenty of emotion and handled an 
extremely difficult situation with class as he realized his tenure with the 
Canucks was coming to an end. 

RAPID FIRE 

• The statement game terminology is thrown around quite liberally these 
days, but one of those marquee matchups occurred earlier this week as 
the Tampa Bay Lightning earned a 3-2 victory over the league-leading 
Boston Bruins. The see-saw affair lived up to the advance billing and 
Victor Hedman broke the tie in the third period, snapping the Bruins six-
game winning streak in the process. Nikita Kucherov continued his 
wizardry by assisting on all three Lightning goals. Kucherov (72) trails 
only McDavid (92) and Leon Draisaitl (76) of the Oilers in the points race. 
The Bruins still hold a comfortable lead over the Toronto Maple Leafs 
and Lightning in the Atlantic Division, but the Bolts finished the week with 
a 5-2 win over the Los Angeles Kings, extending their home-ice winning 
streak to 12 games (which is a franchise record). 

• The jockeying for position and teams battling to remain in the playoff 
hunt are heating up and the Florida Panthers required a riveting rally of 
their own on Saturday against the Bruins, who took the lead on a 
Pastrnak marker with 49 seconds to go in regulation time. But 
Aleksander Barkov, who will replace Auston Matthews in the NHL All-
Star Game, tied the game with an extra-attacker goal with three seconds 
to go and Sam Reinhart scored 17 seconds into overtime to propel the 
Panthers to a much-needed victory. The Panthers are 5-3-2 in their past 
10 games and remain three points behind the Pittsburgh Penguins (who 
also hold three games in hand) for the second wild card berth in the 
Eastern Conference. The Penguins picked up a valuable extra point in a 
7-6 overtime win over the Panthers earlier in the week when Kris Letang 
delivered the OT marker to cap a three-point night (two goals, one 
assist). 

• Colorado Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar became the franchise 
leader in wins on Tuesday, passing Michel Bergeron. Bednar’s latest win 
(his 267th in 502 career NHL games) came on Saturday, a 4-2 victory 
over the St. Louis Blues. It’s been a remarkable journey for Bednar, 
whose club goes into the break having won seven of the past eight 
games and is rocketing up the Central Division standings. 

In case you are curious about Bednar’s long and winding road to 
becoming an elite NHL head coach, here are two stories I wrote about 
him during the run to the Stanley Cup for the Avalanche last season: 
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Sportsnet.ca / Matt Murray's injury opens opportunity with Maple Leafs 
for red-hot Joseph Woll 

 

Luke Fox  

 

TORONTO – Matt Murray’s flared-up ankle injury is “going require some 
time, for sure” to heal up, according to Sheldon Keefe. 
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The Toronto Maple Leafs coach did not estimate a recovery timeline for 
his goaltender’s return but is hopeful Murray will not be sidelined long-
term. 

Murray underwent testing Sunday and will take time to rest. Expect an 
update when the Maple Leafs return from their bye week and practice 
Feb. 9 in Columbus. 

After suddenly pulling out of Friday’s showdown with his former team, the 
Ottawa Senators, Murray was deemed unable to play due to an 
aggravated ankle ailment he had quietly been nursing for a while. 

The Maple Leafs took a chance on the oft-injured Murray’s health by 
trading for him in the off-season, considering he hasn’t made 40 
appearances in a single season since 2018-19. 

The 28-year-old already missed more than month this season when he 
injured his adductor during an October morning skate. Now, this injury 
could cost him another month between starts. 

Since Murray was pulled in Toronto’s comeback win over the Florida 
Panthers on Jan. 17, Ilya Samsonov has established himself as the 
club’s No. 1. Samsonov will make his sixth consecutive start Sunday 
versus Washington. 

“Matt was available and ready to play throughout,” Keefe noted of 
Samsonov’s solid run this month. 

Until Murray (11-5-2, .911) pulled up lame during Friday’s warmups. 

“It was a little bit of a surprise for everyone,” Mitch Marner said. 

With Murray sidelined, the Maple Leafs recalled 24-year-old prospect 
Joseph Woll to back up. 

Woll is off to his greatest pro season down on the farm, mounting a 12-1 
record and a .928 for the Marlies and earning an invite to the AHL all-star 
game. 

Erik Källgren had performed admirably for the Leafs (3-2-4) when Murray 
and Samsonov were sidelined in the fall, but his .874 save percentage at 
the AHL level made it clear that Woll would be next man up. 

“(Woll) has been tremendously consistent. Given them a chance to win 
every night. At times being the reason why they’re winning games,” 
Keefe said. 

“Since he’s been healthy, he really hasn't missed a beat. So, it’s a good 
opportunity for us to get him in here and work with him and get a sense 
of where he’s at.” 

Kyle Dubas bought low on Woll last season, extending him through 2024-
25 at a $766,667 cap hit. 

The organization has been patient with the 2016 third-rounder’s 
development and was impressed by his emergency four-game showcase 
at the NHL level last season, when the third-stringer went 3-1 with a .911. 

“Just confidence,” Keefe said. “He came in at a time when we really 
needed solid performances from our goaltenders. As a young guy 
coming in with no experience, he came in and gave us really good 
minutes and kinda learned on the fly and just soaked it all in…. Our 
confidence in him grew a lot through that process. 

“The start to the season that he’s had here has been tremendous, and 
lots of reasons for us to be excited about him.” 

To make room for Woll, the Maple Leafs returned forward Bobby 
McMann to the Marlies. 

They also placed Auston Matthews (knee) on injured reserve Sunday in 
order to active T.J. Brodie (rib) for action against the Capitals. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs' Murray to remain sidelined with ankle injury through All-
Star break 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe held a media availability at Scotiabank Arena 
this afternoon.  

Matt Murray will remain sidelined through the All-Star Game and bye 
break due to an ankle injury.  

"There's something there that's going to require some time, for sure," 
Keefe said. "The length of time we won't quite know, really, until we come 
back from the break." 

The Leafs play their final game before the break on Wednesday when 
they host the Boston Bruins. Toronto doesn't play again until Feb. 10 in 
Columbus.  

"We're not expecting it to be long-term," Keefe said. "We'll have further 
updates in a week or so." 

Joseph Woll has been called up from the Toronto Marlies and will dress 
as the back-up goalie. He is 12-1-0 with a .928 save percentage in the 
American Hockey League.  

"He's been tremendously consistent, giving them a chance to win every 
night and at times being the reason why they're winning games," noted 
Keefe. "Since he's been healthy, he really hasn't missed a beat." 

Woll was sidelined due to a shoulder injury to start the year. He also 
dealt with an ankle ailment this season.  

Darcy Kuemper starts for the Capitals. In his last game against the Leafs 
(Jan. 8, 2022 while with the Colorado Avalanche), he was pulled in the 
first period after allowing three goals on eight shots.  

--- 

John Tavares will suit up in game No. 1,000 on Sunday.  

"The players organized a great moment for him and had his kids involved 
there this morning as part of our meeting," Keefe said. "A tremendous 
opportunity to acknowledge a great moment in our captain’s career. We 
think he’s got lots of hockey ahead of him here, but certainly to get to 
1,000 games is not easy especially with the quality of those games he’s 
put in. A great opportunity for us to spend some time with him and to 
have his boys involved too was obviously important to him and cool to 
see." 

Tavares will be the 25th player to play his 1,000th career game while with 
the Leafs and the first since Wayne Simmonds last season.  

"Looking at his numbers now, he's still able to really able to make an 
impact in the game with the way he can create and the way he plays the 
game offensively," said Capitals head coach Peter Laviolette. "Just a 
really good player for a long time. There’s players around the league that 
have done it consistently through their entire career and you look at 
those players and you’re impressed by what they do." 

--- 

The Leafs and Capitals will finish their season series on Sunday. The 
Leafs won 3-2 in Toronto in their home opener and the Capitals claimed 
a 5-2 win on home ice on Dec. 17.  

"It’s a deep team, certainly through their forward group, lots of 
experience," noted Keefe. "We saw them at their best when we were out 
in Washington. We saw what they’re capable of in terms of their 
forecheck and their pressure and some of the skill that they have to be 
able to make plays so because of that we know exactly what we’re in for 
in terms of the quality of opponent and the competition that they’ll bring 
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tonight. We’ll have to be ready for the physicality, their forecheck, all that 
kind of stuff." 

--- 

During Sunday's game, the Leafs will pay tribute to former Mississauga, 
Ont., mayor Hazel McCallion, who passed away at the age of 101.  

"Certainly a great loss today, but what a life well-lived," said Keefe. 
"Leaves such a tremendous legacy certainly on the city of Mississauga, 
but I think for women, in particular, both in politics and in business. As 
somebody growing up in nearby Brampton and coming up through the 
OHL, the impact she made [in] minor and youth hockey and with the 
Mississauga IceDogs coming in, her presence and impact in growing the 
game was certainly felt by me. So, it's a great time for reflection and 
celebration of a life well-lived, but certainly sad news today." 
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TSN.CA / Making sense of the Flames' up-and-down season 

 

Salim Valji 

 

In the two games prior to their nine-day break, the Calgary Flames turned 
in outings that were each microcosms of their season so far. A no-show, 
faint-effort performance against the basement-dwelling Chicago 
Blackhawks in front of goalie Jacob Markstrom, followed the next night by 
a stellar, complete 60-minute domination of division frontrunner Seattle 
Kraken in front of backup Dan Vladar.  

Such has been the season in southern Alberta and at their extended 
break, the Flames find themselves ninth in the Western Conference (24-
17-9, 57 points) and out of a playoff spot–surely far from even the most 
pessimistic of preseason projections for a team many expected to be a 
legitimate Stanley Cup contender. At this juncture, perhaps the biggest 
question facing this group (and one that is on the mind of management) 
is which team they are. Are they the one that got booed off the ice 
against Chicago Thursday, or the one that dismantled the Kraken on the 
road the night after? 

“Tonight obviously,” Vladar responded after the victory in Seattle when 
asked which was the truer version of the Flames. With the win, Vladar 
now has points in 13 straight games–tied for the franchise record with 
Mike Vernon and Brian Elliott. 

“Totally different group than last night…I don’t think anyone was happy 
yesterday.” 

Elias Lindholm had a three-point night and is, in head coach Darryl 
Sutter’s words “the team’s most important forward.” He said that the 
game is one to build off of. 

“I thought we were skating well, played fast, and obviously we caught 
them a couple of times [with] speed through the neutral zone,” he said. 

“That’s the way we’ve got to play every night.” 

“We had some resilience in our game and when you’re playing those 
back-to-backs with travel, you’ve got to get something out of everybody,” 
Sutter said. 

“Everybody’s got to be a participant.” 

Beyond the victory, the Flames also showed they could win versus a 
high-level opponent minus arguably their most high-level defenceman. 
Chris Tanev is Calgary’s true stabilizing force on the back end. A 
mainstay against top competition and on the penalty kill and an integral 
team leader. Tanev left the Jan. 23 game in the first period and has since 
been placed on injured reserve. Calgary is now 2-5-3 in regular season 

games he’s missed. In his absence, MacKenzie Weegar and Nikita 
Zadorov have become the team’s second defence pairing, while Michael 
Stone has rotated between Connor Mackey and Dennis Gilbert, Jr. on 
the third duo. After the Chicago loss, Sutter said that the group 
collectively had to take a step forward. 

"You've got some defencemen that, even though they're younger guys, 
that also have to take some leadership in your team in terms of direction 
and plays and that sort of thing,” the coach said after the Chicago defeat. 

Against Seattle, they collectively responded. Zadorov, Weegar, and 
Hanifin each had points, while the Flames as a whole limited Seattle to 
14 combined shots through two periods. There was also a balance in 
scoring the Flames this season have had to rely on. Lindholm’s line with 
Tyler Toffoli and Dillon Dube and the Andrew Mangiapane-Mikael 
Backlund-Blake Coleman trio each combined for six points.  

“There was a playoff atmosphere, the fans were awesome here,” Toffoli 
said. 

“We needed a win and we did a great job.” 

After an off-season rife with change, it’s been a confusing season at the 
Saddledome.  

While most figured it would take some time for the new players to find 
chemistry, at the season’s 50-game mark, it’s been a slower-than-
anticipated process for the rebranded group to find an identity. One night 
they’re putting on an absolute clinic versus the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 
next they’re blowing a lead to the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

They’ve done a good job cobbling together points. Since Dec. 17, their 
0.658 points percentage is tied with the Edmonton Oilers for seventh-
best in the league, ahead of the Dallas Stars, Colorado Avalanche, and 
even the New Jersey Devils. However, it feels like something (perhaps 
another top-nine forward?) is preventing them from reaching that next 
level.  

Despite that, Calgary hasn’t won more than three consecutive games 
and questions have persisted about the goaltending. On several 
occasions, Sutter has used the media to deliver messages to players, 
both individually or the group as a whole. After the Jan. 18 loss to the 
Avalanche he said his team, compared to Colorado, was “middle of the 
pack and we’re not in their class.” Players were upset by the comment, 
and both Toffoli and Lindholm pushed back on their coach’s assessment.  

But Sutter’s comment raises another question: Now at the 50-game mark 
of the season, do we truly know what class the Flames are in? And is it at 
all worrisome that we might not? 
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