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Want tickets to the NHL Stadium Series hockey game in Raleigh? Here’s what it will cost 
By Staff Report 

Still haven’t firmed up those plans to attend the NHL’s 
Stadium Series outdoor hockey game at N.C. State’s Carter-
Finley Stadium on Feb. 18? On the fence about going? 
There’s still time to make up your mind, but going to the 
game is not going to be cheap. 
Raleigh and the Carolina Hurricanes are hosting an NHL 
outdoor game for the first time. The Canes will face off 
against the Washington Capitals at 8 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
18 in a Metropolitan Division showdown that features all-time 
great Alex Ovechkin, who continues captivating hockey 
audiences in his pursuit of the league’s all-time goal-scoring 
record. 
The Hurricanes are in first place in the division, and second 
overall in the NHL behind the Boston Bruins. 
The standard ticket market — tickets issued directly from the 
event through Ticketmaster — has opened up a bit in recent 
weeks as some groups with blocks of reserved tickets have 
given back some of their allotted entries, and the NHL has 
released some tickets that it had held in reserve.  
Hundreds of “standard tickets” were available in many parts 
of the football stadium as of Jan. 30. Sorting by “lowest price” 

for standard tickets, the least expensive option was $330 per 
ticket for one, two or three together. If you’re looking for four 
or more, options are limited, and the minimum price 
increases to $355 per ticket. 
In a search for “best seats,” based on sightlines, proximity to 
the ice surface and amenities, the “standard ticket” price 
jumps to $650 per ticket. 
The resale ticket market is as alive as ever, and the prices 
aren’t much different. On Ticketmaster, the official ticket 
resale site for the game, the least expensive resale option 
available on Jan. 30 was $317 per ticket for standing room-
only, and $320 with a guaranteed seat.  
Things were slightly better on StubHub, where the lowest 
price on a resale ticket was $260. 
Have some money to burn? Want to pay top dollar? 
One pair of verified resale tickets was listed on Ticketmaster 
for $10,000 per ticket. On StubHub, the highest listed ticket 
was $2,712. 
Also of note: None of the above prices account for parking, 
which will be set by the host venue and have yet to be 
released publicly. 
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2023 NHL Draft prospects: Connor Bedard leads Corey Pronman’s midseason ranking 

By Corey Pronman

With the World Junior Championship in the rearview mirror, it 
is now 2023 NHL Draft season. In case you haven’t heard, 
Regina center Connor Bedard had a historic tournament, 
adding to his already tremendous resume. Bedard is the 
clear top prospect in this draft class and a potential 
franchise-changing player. 
In November, I wrote that Michigan center Adam Fantilli was 
closing the gap with Bedard. While accurate based on what I 
was hearing from league sources at the time, I understand 
how that looks somewhat funny in hindsight. The gap 
between No. 1 and No. 2 is quite significant in this draft at 
the moment. The gap between No. 4 and No. 5 in this draft, 
though, is arguably just as wide. The 2023 NHL Draft 
possesses four outstanding prospects at the top in Bedard, 
Fantilli, Leo Carlsson and Matvei Michkov, names that would 
have challenged or been the favorite for the No. 1 overall 
pick in a number of other recent drafts. 
The 2023 NHL Draft currently is a forward-heavy draft and a 
west-heavy draft. Only two defensemen are listed in my top 
15. Five players playing in Western Canada are in the top 
15. The 2023 NHL Draft looks like an above-average draft, 
mostly driven by the premium talent in the top four. After 
them the body of the draft looks mostly standard to other 
drafts in terms of depth and quality. We are still only in 
January; a lot will change over the coming months as the 
draft process ramps up. 
Ranked players are placed into tiers and given tool grades. 
Tool grades are based on a scale with six separate levels, 
with an eye toward how this attribute would grade in the NHL 
(poor, below average, average, above average, high-end 
and elite). “Average” on this scale means the tool projects as 
NHL average, which is meant as a positive, not a criticism. 
Skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete for every 
projected NHL player are graded. Shot grades are only 
included if a shot is notably good or poor. 

Projected elite NHL player (Tier 1) 

1. Connor Bedard, C, Regina (WHL) 
Jul. 17, 2005 | 5′ 9.75″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 1 
Tier: Projected elite NHL player 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Elite 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Elite 
Analysis: Coming off one of the best individual world juniors 
ever by a player, there is no doubt who leads this draft class. 
Bedard is a potential franchise-changing No. 1 prospect. His 
skill and shot are legit game-breaking attributes. His ability to 
beat defenders one-on-one is among the best I’ve ever seen 
by a 17-year-old, and the pace at which he displays that elite 
skill is going to allow him to execute those types of skilled 
plays in the NHL. Bedard is a highly imaginative puckhandler 
and a very creative passer. That, combined with the fact his 

wrist shot is a top-tier NHL weapon from anywhere in the 
offensive zone, makes him a projected nightmare for NHL 
coaches to stop on the power play. The only downside to his 
game is his frame, which has some scouts wondering if he 
gets pushed off to the wing in the NHL. Given his success as 
a junior center, his strong skating and his high compete level, 
I think whoever drafts him will have to try him down the 
middle and move him to the wing if it doesn’t work. If he is a 
wing, he could still have a potential Patrick Kane/Nikita 
Kucherov type of impact on a franchise. 

Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star (Tier 2) 

2. Adam Fantilli, C, Michigan (BIG10) 
Oct. 12, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 195 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 2 
Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Fantilli’s world juniors was just OK, but he’s still 
having one of the best seasons ever in modern history by a 
first-year draft eligible in college. There’s so much to love 
about his NHL projection. He’s got a huge frame, skates well 
and competes hard. He wins a lot of battles and isn’t shy to 
use his big frame to lay out opponents. He has game-
breaking puck skills and will be able to beat NHL opponents 
regularly with his puckhandling, especially given his speed 
and wing span. His playmaking isn’t the main thing that gets 
you excited about his game, but Fantilli can make difficult 
passes and has strong enough sense. His shot is also a 
threat from range. He checks every box and projects as a 
No. 1 center on a good NHL team. 
3. Matvei Michkov, RW, Sochi (RUSSIA) 
Dec. 9, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 3 
Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: Elite 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Michkov hasn’t played a ton of hockey this season, 
but when he has, he’s looked his usual excellent self. He’s 
since being loaned from SKA to Sochi, where he’s getting 
regular KHL time and looks like he belongs at that level. He’s 
one of the most creative and intelligent offensive players I’ve 
seen in the last few years. He combines his incredible puck 
skills with a true elite goal-scoring instinct. He anticipates the 
play and attacks defenders differently than other forwards 
and always seems to find ways to figure into scoring chances 
despite not being the biggest or fastest. He can make plays 
at a high level, but Michkov is a finisher who will score a lot 
of goals as a pro. His skating is more elusive than fast and I 
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wouldn’t call him a high-energy type, although he gets to the 
net to create. He’s signed in the KHL through the 2025-26 
season. 
4. Leo Carlsson, C, Orebro (SWEDEN) 
Dec. 26, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 198 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 4 
Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Carlsson has looked excellent this season between 
the SHL and Sweden’s U20 team. He has elite skill, which 
when combined with his frame and a strong motor has 
allowed to him to be a very good player in a great league as 
a draft eligible. Carlsson routinely shows the ability to beat 
defenders with skill. He gets a ton of chances in the high-
percentage areas, both due to his skill and his willingness to 
attack the net. He’s an excellent playmaker as well with a 
very imaginative offensive mind who can run a pro power 
play. His only drawback is a lack of true separation speed. 
I’ve seen worse feet on a 6-foot-3 guy, but he won’t be 
turning NHL defensemen around. He’s listed as a center, 
and has dabbled at it at the J20 level, but for the most part 
over the last two years I’ve seen him play wing. 

Projected top-of-the-lineup player (Tier 3) 

5. William Smith, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 
Mar. 17, 2005 | 5′ 11.75″ | 178 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 5 
Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: At the start of the season I would’ve said Smith 
would be the clear No. 1 prospect on this USNTDP club. I 
wouldn’t say that now, but Smith is still the guy and looks like 
a premium prospect. He is a dynamic offensive player who 
stands out every game with his talent. He has tremendous 
puck skills, vision and overall offensive creativity. He skates 
well and makes so many high-difficulty plays at a strong 
pace which lends well to his pro projection. Smith is a high-
end passer who is also able to finish chances from the dots. 
The only real wart in his game is I wouldn’t call him an overly 
physical or competitive player, although I don’t think he lacks 
effort. 
6. David Reinbacher, D, Kloten (SWISS) 
Oct. 25, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 9 
Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Reinbacher has quickly drawn the interest of the 
NHL world with his very strong play in Switzerland’s top 
league, where he’s playing real minutes and scoring in a 
tough league as a draft eligible. He’s a mobile, 6-foot-2 right-
shot defenseman who can contribute at both ends. 
Reinbacher’s gap control is strong, killing a lot of plays due 
to his feet. He can close on guys with his body too, and 

shows a high compete level to win back pucks. He’s able to 
both skate and pass pucks up ice. His offensive touch isn’t 
elite, but he has creativity with the puck and makes good 
decisions. There’s a lot of NHL in his game and he will be 
highly coveted in the draft. 
7. Eduard Sale, LW, Brno (CZECHIA) 
Mar. 10, 2005 | 6′ 2.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 7 
Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Analysis: Sale has been up and down this season versus 
men in Czechia, but he was good with their U20 team and 
generally has looked very impressive over a long time span. 
Sale’s raw toolkit is very exciting. He’s 6 feet 2, skates quite 
well and has a ton of natural offensive abilities. He has the 
hands to beat NHL defensemen regularly and with his length 
and speed he’ll be able to drive play at even strength. Sale is 
a great passer who can run a power play well and hit seams 
at a strong clip. He can shoot the puck well enough but is 
better as a passer for me. His compete is OK. I wouldn’t call 
him a physical or high-energy type of player, but he shows 
enough courage to get to the net and doesn’t put in bad 
efforts regularly. 
8. Danil But, LW, Yaroslavl (RUSSIA) 
Feb. 15, 2005 | 6′ 5.0″ | 203 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 10 
Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: But has been one of the better forwards in Russia’s 
junior league over the last two seasons. He’s a large, highly 
skilled forward who can score. But makes a lot of crafty plays 
with the puck in small areas, and with his massive wingspan 
he’s able to pull pucks past a lot of checkers. He can both 
make and finish plays well, but he’s more of a goal scorer. 
But isn’t blazing fast, but for a 6-foot-5 guy he can motor up 
the ice quite well, and he’ll be able to power his way to the 
net off rushes at higher levels. He gives a solid effort and is 
often involved in the play. Even though I don’t see a high-end 
trait other than his size, But checks every box and will help 
an NHL team win. 

Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player (Tier 4) 

9. Nate Danielson, C, Brandon (WHL) 
Sep. 27, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 11 
Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: After a slow start to the season, Danielson has 
looked a lot more like himself in recent months. He’s a well-
rounded center who has a lot of NHL traits. He has the high-
end skill and hockey sense to make a lot of plays inside the 
offensive zone, and also has the NHL body and skating 
ability to make you think he will be able to make those kinds 
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of plays at higher levels. Danielson can drive the play and be 
relied on in any situation due to his brain, feet and compete 
down the middle. He’s a potential top-two line NHL center. 
10. Oliver Moore, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 
Jan. 22, 2005 | 5′ 11.0″ | 188 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 14 
Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 
Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Moore’s draft stock has continued to climb as the 
season has gone along. Part of that is due to how good he’s 
looked while not playing on the loaded top USNTDP line. 
Moore’s skating is electric and his edge work is NHL-elite 
caliber. He evades pressure so well and is able to go from a 
stop to a fast gear very quickly. He has very good hands to 
go with those feet and projects to get a ton of controlled zone 
entries in the NHL. I don’t think his playmaking is a major 
asset, but he can make some plays and looks comfortable 
on the power play both as a shooter and passer. Moore lacks 
size, but he’s a worker. He gets to the net, comes back hard 
on defense and coaches trust him in tough situations. He has 
a ton of NHL projectability. 
11. Samuel Honzek, LW, Vancouver (WHL) 
Nov. 12, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 186 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 25 
Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Prior to a nasty injury suffered at the world juniors, 
Honzek’s game was trending in a very positive direction. In 
an already loaded WHL class, he was one of the top scorers 
in his first year in the league. His game is exciting from a pro 
projection standpoint. He’s a big forward who can skate well, 
which when combined with the offense he’s showing makes 
for a well-rounded player. I don’t think he’s amazing with the 
puck, but he has good hands and can make some tough 
plays. With his size, details and work ethic he can play any 
spot on a power play and is a solid defensive player too. He 
has all the tools of a future top-six forward. 
12. Zach Benson, LW, Winnipeg (WHL) 
May. 12, 2005 | 5′ 9.0″ | 160 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 12 
Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Analysis: Benson has been on fire over the last few months 
and a leading player for a top CHL club. He’s got a ton of 
skill and creativity, he’s one of the better passers in junior 
and projects to be a major asset on an NHL power play. 
Benson lacks ideal size at 5-foot-9, but he plays quite hard. 
He’s relentless in puck battles and wins his fair share of 
them. His frame, combined with a lack of separation speed, 
is a concern though for his NHL projection even though he’s 
got good quickness in tight. His great compete makes you 
comfortable he will find a way to overcome those issues 

though, especially when you consider how much offense he 
brings to the table. 
13. Dalibor Dvorsky, C, Aik (SWEDEN-2) 
Jun. 15, 2005 | 6′ 1.0″ | 201 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 6 
Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Dvorsky has been up and down this season but his 
world juniors was some of his better hockey. Inside the 
offensive zone he can do a lot. He has excellent puck skills 
and can make checkers miss routinely. He can make tough 
plays and find seams. He excels as a goal scorer though 
with a wrist shot and one timer that he can often finish from 
range. Dvorsky’s compete is good enough, he wins puck 
battles and he isn’t shy from using his body, but I’d like to 
see less perimeter play from him and more consistency 
overall. His footspeed is also going to be an issue for higher 
levels. 
14. Brayden Yager, C, Moose Jaw (WHL) 
Jan. 3, 2005 | 5′ 10.5″ | 166 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 8 
Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Analysis: Yager hasn’t scored a ton in the WHL yet this 
season, but he was arguably the best player at the Hlinka 
Gretzky this summer and has a rich overall track record. 
Yager is a player with a pro-style game. He plays with a lot of 
speed and energy, showing the ability to carry pucks up the 
ice and make skilled plays with pace. He’s not the biggest 
center, but Yager plays hard, showing a commitment to 
making plays without the puck and winning a lot of battles. 
His main offensive weapon is his shot, which is high end, but 
he does have the slick hands and vision to beat defenses in 
other ways. At his size there will be minor questions about 
whether he’s an actual NHL center but the way he plays 
makes me think he has a reasonable chance to stick down 
the middle. 
15. Dmitriy Simashev, D, Yaroslavl (RUSSIA) 
Feb. 4, 2005 | 6′ 4.0″ | 198 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 13 
Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Analysis: Simashev made a strong KHL team out of camp as 
a 17-year-old defenseman before being sent to junior where 
he’s looked good. He’s a toolsy defenseman as a 6-foot-4 
blueliner who skates well for his size. He’s not dynamic 
offensively, but he has good puck skills, can make a solid 
outlet pass and makes some plays from the offensive blue 
line. Some may criticize Simashev’s production in junior, 
which is reasonable, but Loko is an elite junior team so I’m 
not overly concerned given who he has to fight with for ice 
time. He’s smooth and solid defensively, being good on his 
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gaps and retrievals and doesn’t mind using his big frame. 
There’s a lot of NHL and pro upside in his game. 

Middle-of-the-lineup player or starting goaltender (Tier 5) 

16. Ryan Leonard, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 
Jan. 21, 2005 | 5′ 11.5″ | 190 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 16 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Leonard is a versatile winger with a lot of elements 
to his game that an NHL coach will covet. He’s a strong 
skater who competes well, with a direct style of play. He 
combines that with excellent hands and an ability to make 
highly-skilled plays with the puck at full speed. His 
playmaking isn’t great but there’s vision and finishing ability 
in his game to score at higher levels. Leonard works very 
hard and projects as a player who can help both special 
teams as a pro even if I don’t think he’ll be a standout at 
either end. 
17. Matthew Wood, RW, Uconn (H-EAST) 
Feb. 6, 2005 | 6′ 3.5″ | 193 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 15 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Wood has been impressive for a 17-year-old in 
Hockey East. He’s a very gifted offensive player. Wood has 
excellent one-on-one skills and offensive IQ. He has the 
ability to hold onto pucks for an extra second and knows how 
to beat defenders. He also has an excellent wrist shot and 
one-timer, making him strong on the power play. Wood is a 
big winger as well, so the size/skill combo has a lot of 
upside. However, he’s got a sluggish skating stride, and 
tends to play too much on the perimeter which concerns 
scouts on how he’ll play versus men. We saw twice with 
Team Canada, when surrounded with top talent, he tended 
to slide down the lineup but still be a big part of their power 
play. 
18. Colby Barlow, LW, Owen Sound (OHL) 
Feb. 14, 2005 | 6′ 0.25″ | 193 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 19 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Analysis: Barlow has scored a lot over his two OHL seasons 
and been one of the top point producers in the league this 
year. I see a lot of things in his game that will translate to 
higher levels. Barlow is a strong skater who gives an honest 
effort every night. He can kill penalties, and he can play at an 
NHL pace. Offensively he has excellent stick skills and a 
great shot. He’s a threat to score off the rush and from a 
standstill with his one-timer. Barlow’s playmaking isn’t his 
selling point, and if anything may hold him back it’s that, but 
he makes enough plays, and you don’t score as much as he 

does without hockey sense. He checks a lot of the boxes for 
the NHL. 
19. Tanner Molendyk, D, Saskatoon (WHL) 
Feb. 3, 2005 | 5′ 11.5″ | 182 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Molendyk has looked excellent in the WHL this 
season for Saskatoon and played a big role with Canada at 
the Hlinka as well. Moldenyk is a strong two-way 
defenseman despite not being the biggest defender. This is 
because of his excellent skating ability and strong work ethic. 
Molendyk’s edge work is very good. He closes on checks like 
a pro, and is able to evade pressure at a high level. His top 
speed is good, not great, but he can lead a rush. Molendyk 
has strong offensive instincts and skills, and can make plays 
from off the blue line and on the move. His size will be an 
issue as a defenseman in the NHL, but he plays hard and 
doesn’t shy from physical play. 
20. Gabriel Perreault, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 
May. 7, 2005 | 5′ 10.75″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 23 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Perreault has put up massive offensive number as 
part of that loaded top U.S. NTDP line with Smith and 
Leonard. He is a very skilled and intelligent winger who can 
make a ton of positive things happen inside the offensive 
zone. Perreault makes highly creative dekes and passes with 
the puck at a high rate, both off the perimeter and in small 
areas. His puck game is NHL power-play quality, but the 
debate with him is whether as a smaller winger without great 
speed is will he score in the NHL? I think because he 
competes enough, showing a willingness to get and create 
around the net, it will translate. 
21. Quentin Musty, LW, Sudbury (OHL) 
Jul. 6, 2005 | 6′ 1.75″ | 200 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: Not Ranked 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Analysis: Musty has been very good in the OHL this season. 
He’s a player with a lot of offensive touch in his game. He’s a 
highly-skilled puckhandler who can make difficult plays with 
the puck at a high rate. He tries to make things happen and 
shows a strong level of creativity. Musty is a good passer 
who can hit open lanes and has the patience to pull up and 
make plays. His effort is fine, he can use his big body to win 
battles, but I wouldn’t call his compete an asset. He’s a one-
way winger, which combined with his feet, is a concern for 
higher levels. The degree of skill and offense he’s showing 
this year along with a good sized frame, though, makes me 
think he will score in the NHL and help a club. 
22. Calum Ritchie, C, Oshawa (OHL) 
Jan. 21, 2005 | 6′ 1.75″ | 187 pounds | Shoots right 
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November 2022 Ranking: 17 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Analysis: Ritchie looks like he should be a good NHL player. 
When you see a 6-foot-2 center who can skate and handle 
the puck like him, he sticks out in a massive way and some 
of the plays he makes are distinct at the junior level. He 
looks like a top prospect, but it’s been quite stunning to see 
the number of OHL games where he has little impact. I’m 
confounded a bit by Ritchie. I don’t think he’s an amazing 
playmaker, but I see good hockey sense. He can be a bit 
perimeter at times, and is quite inconsistent, but I’ve seen 
solid efforts from him at times too. He should be better than 
this, the talent and track record make me still back him as a 
strong NHL prospect, even though it’s becoming tougher to 
do so. 
23. Charlie Stramel, C, Wisconsin (BIG10) 
Oct. 15, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 212 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 18 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Stramel has had a strange season. He struggled 
mightily to start his freshman season, and then went to the 
world juniors where he looked quite good and showed 
glimpses of the strong play he had at the U.S. NTDP. The 
tools remain highly intriguing. Stramel is a 6-foot-3 center 
who can skate well and plays a highly-physical brand of 
hockey. The degree of offense is the major question on his 
game. I think he has good hands and can create a little, but 
he lacks vision and won’t be a big-time scorer as a pro. Even 
with that in mind, a big, fast, competitive center with 
secondary offense is a highly valuable piece for an NHL 
team. 
24. Axel Sandin Pellikka, D, Skelleftea (SWEDEN) 
Mar. 11, 2005 | 5′ 10.75″ | 176 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Sandin Pellikka has trended up as the season has 
gone along. He’s put up big numbers in Sweden’s junior 
league, while also getting ice time for a top SHL team. He 
played well with Sweden’s U18 team and even better with 
their world juniors team. Sandin Pellikka is a highly-creative 
and intelligent puck-mover. He has excellent puck skills, 
showing the ability to beat opponents often with skill. He can 
improvise well with the puck, while also showing strong 
playmaking ability with the poise to make plays from the blue 
line at the highest levels. He skates well enough, and can 
make plays on the move creating offense off the rush and 
from blue line activations. Sandin Pellikka lacks ideal NHL 
size for a defenseman and I wouldn’t call him overly physical. 
His defensive play will be the main question especially as he 

gets closer to the NHL, but he has clear top-four D and NHL 
power-play offensive abilities. 
25. Oliver Bonk, D, London (OHL) 
Jan. 9, 2005 | 6′ 2.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Analysis: Bonk has shown a lot of progression this season. 
He’s been an important player for a good London team 
playing a lot of minutes in all situations. The toolkit looks like 
an NHL defenseman. He’s a 6-foot-2 right shot with strong 
mobility and offensive touch. Bonk is able to skate pucks up 
ice, make some skilled plays, and shows good poise from 
the blue line. He’s not a standout with the puck, but he can 
be a decent puck mover at higher levels. Defensively he’s 
solid due to his feet and reach. Bonk isn’t overly physical but 
he can defend well. 
26. Mikhail Gulyayev, D, Omsk (RUSSIA) 
Apr. 26, 2005 | 5′ 10.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 22 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Analysis: Gulyayev has played versus men and juniors this 
season successfully in Russia. He has obvious offensive 
talents as he has clear NHL skating, hands and vision. 
Gulyayev is a highly intelligent and creative puck-mover and 
can make tough plays at a quick pace. He projects to run 
power plays at higher levels and be a point producer versus 
men. Due to his size, how well he’ll defend in the NHL will be 
a question. I’ve seen worse defenders, and with his great 
skating he should be able to hold up at higher levels even 
with his slight frame, but it will be a question he will have to 
answer repeatedly. 
27. Lukas Dragicevic, D, Tri-City (WHL) 
Apr. 25, 2005 | 6′ 1.0″ | 192 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 27 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Dragicevic has been scoring at a highly-impressive 
pace this season in the WHL while playing big minutes for 
Tri-City. Dragicevic is very good with the puck on his stick. 
He has good hands and better instincts and vision. He can 
run a power play like a pro. He shows the high-end poise to 
let plays develop and hold pucks under pressure to go with a 
strong point shot. The question with Dragicevic will be 
without the puck. He has a heavy skating stride. I don’t think 
he lacks compete, though some scouts I’ve talked to do. But 
his skating limits him in the defensive end. 
28. Andrew Cristall, LW, Kelowna (WHL) 
Feb. 4, 2005 | 5′ 9.5″ | 167 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 33 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
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Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Cristall is probably the most divisive player in this 
draft class. There will be fans and some scouts who see this 
ranking and think he’s much too low, but there will be scouts 
who will think he’s too high as well. He’s super talented 
offensively, and is one of the leading scorers in the WHL. He 
has puck-on-a-string type of hands, and routinely beats 
defenders with his stickhandling. He has a highly-imaginative 
offensive mind and great vision with the puck. His skill, vision 
and a legit shot from range make Cristall so dangerous on 
the power play and inside the offensive zone. The concerns 
come down to his frame and especially his skating. He lacks 
footspeed for the higher levels and has awkward skating 
mechanics. He works hard enough and doesn’t shy from 
going to the net, but I wouldn’t call him a high compete type. 
He will need to score a lot in the NHL to justify his various 
risk factors, and I think he will, but he may frustrate coaches 
too. 
29. Bradly Nadeau, LW, Penticton (BCHL) 
May. 5, 2005 | 5′ 10.0″ | 161 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 
Analysis: Nadeau has dominated the BCHL the last two 
seasons. He’s done so through a versatile offensive toolkit. 
Nadeau has very good individual skill to couple with excellent 
speed. He’s quite dangerous in transition due to that 
combination. He can skate by and beat a lot defenders, but 
he’s also excellent creating with space. He sees the ice at a 
high level, making a lot of seam passes and making tough 
passes on the move. On the power play he can make a lot of 
plays, but it’s his shot that’s a real weapon. He has an 
excellent one-timer that projects to beat NHL goalies from 
distance. Nadeau isn’t the biggest winger, but the compete is 
good enough — especially with his skating and offense — 
that I think he plays and scores in the league. 
30. Maxim Strbak, D, Sioux Falls (USHL) 
Apr. 13, 2005 | 6′ 1.5″ | 205 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 29 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Strbak has been fine but not great with his club in 
the USHL, but was excellent for Slovakia at the world juniors. 
He’s a tall right shot who is mobile and makes a lot of stops 
due to his reach, feet, physicality and overall strong compete 
level. I don’t see him as a legit scorer and puck-mover in the 
NHL, but he’s good enough with the puck and can make 
enough plays to survive at higher levels. I think he will be a 
tough-minutes NHL defenseman who will have enough 
offense to play legit minutes. 
31. Jakub Dvorak, D, Liberec (CZECHIA) 
May. 25, 2005 | 6′ 5.0″ | 203 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Dvorak was having a strong season up until a 
broken clavicle kept him out for a few months including 
missing the world juniors. His offensive totals don’t jump out 
at you, but Dvorak is a solid two-way defenseman. He’s a 
big, smart defender who makes a lot of stops due to his 
reach, brain and work ethic. He’s not a punishing physical 
player, but Dvorak doesn’t shy from using his body and gives 
a strong effort defensively. He can pass pucks up ice well, 
but his pure skill/speed doesn’t stand out from a puck 
transporting perspective. He’s kind of a boring good player 
who will play real minutes as a pro. 
32. Otto Stenberg, C, Frolunda Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 
May. 29, 2005 | 5′ 11.25″ | 180 pounds | Shoots left 
November 2022 Ranking: 20 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Stenberg came out of the gates strong at the 
Hlinka in the summer but hasn’t been as strong since even 
though he’s been good. There is a lot to like about his game. 
He is a strong skater with good hands who can be a threat in 
transition. He’s not a dynamic offensive player, but he sees 
the ice well, can beat defenders one-on-one and can finish 
from range. Stenberg isn’t the biggest forward, but he gives 
an honest effort every night and doesn’t shy from going into 
traffic. He’s listed as a center but is likely a pro winger. 
33. Adam Gajan, G, Chippewa (NAHL) 
May. 6, 2004 | 6′ 2.5″ | 167 pounds | Catches left 
November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 
Tier: Projected starting goaltender 
Skating: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Analysis: Gajan is a second year eligible who came over to 
the NAHL from Slovakia, and after a strong start in North 
America, got a late invite to Slovakia’s world juniors team, 
and promptly was named best goalie at the tournament. 
Gajan has clear NHL athleticism. He has an explosive lower 
half, with the power to make the toughest lateral saves at 
higher levels. He’s an aggressive goalie, almost to a fault., 
as he can take himself out of position too much. I do think he 
reads the play well and anticipates like a pro, but he will 
need to control his slides and aggression against better 
players. He has a lot of pro potential. 
34. Ethan Gauthier, RW, Sherbrooke (QMJHL) 
Jan. 26, 2005 | 5′ 11.25″ | 176 pounds | Shoots right 
November 2022 Ranking: 31 
Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 
Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Analysis: Gauthier has been an important part of a top 
QMJHL team in Sherbrooke over the last year and was a top 
player for Canada at the Hlinka. He’s got a ton of skill and 
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offensive IQ. He can beat defenders one-on-one at a high 
rate, making creative plays in small areas and showing he 
can create a lot for his teammates too. He has talent but also 
competes well, not shying away from physical play. Gauthier 
gets to the net and can create chances there. The issue is as 
a 5-foot-11 winger who lacks NHL quickness, the question 
whether his game translates to higher levels. His work ethic 
will help that cause, but he may always have to be proving 
himself due to his lack of top-end athleticism. 
35. Michael Hrabal, G, Omaha (USHL) 
Jan. 20, 2005 | 6′ 6.25″ | 209 pounds | Catches left 
November 2022 Ranking: 21 
Tier: Projected starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Analysis: Hrabal has had some struggles of late after a 
scorching-hot start to the season, but still remains a very 
good goalie prospect. The tools are obvious as a 6-foot-6 
goalie who moves quite well for his size. Hrabal also displays 
good sense and technique in his game, being square to the 
play often. He is efficient in his movements but can make the 
tough saves across his crease when he needs to. There are 
some long-range shots he likely wishes he could have back, 
and his consistency needs to improve, but he has all the 
ingredients to be an NHL goalie.
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Hurricanes ease past Bruins, extend winning streak to 5

Official deals since July 13, 2022 
Welcome to the 2022-23 NHL Trade Tracker presented by 
OFX, the official list of completed trades since July 13, 2022. 
This is your one-stop shop for news, analysis and reaction 
from around the NHL as teams position themselves for the 
present and beyond. 
  
JANUARY 30: New York Islanders acquire forward Bo 
Horvat from Vancouver Canucks in exchange for forwards 
Anthony Beauvillier and Aatu Raty and conditional 1st-round 
pick in 2023 NHL Draft. | Horvat traded to Islanders by 
Canucks 
  
JANUARY 25: Colorado Avalanche acquire forward Matt 
Nieto and defenseman Ryan Merkley from San Jose Sharks 
in exchange for forward Martin Kraut and defenseman Jacob 
MacDonald. | Avalanche acquire Nieto 
  
JANUARY 18: Detroit Red Wings acquire forward Jasper 
Wetherby from San Jose Sharks in exchange for forward 
Kyle Criscuolo. | Red Wings acquire Wetherby 
  
DECEMBER 19: Anaheim Ducks acquire defensemen 
Michael Del Zotto from Detroit Red Wings in exchange for 
forward Danny O'Regan. | Ducks acquire Del Zotto 
  
DECEMBER 19: Detroit Red Wings acquire defensemen 
Michael Del Zotto from Florida Panthers in exchange for 
forward Givani Smith. | Panthers acquire Smith 
  
DECEMBER 19: Toronto Maple Leafs acquire forward 
Dryden Hunt from Colorado Avalanche in exchange for 
forward Denis Malgin. | Hunt traded to Maple Leafs by 
Avalanche 
  
DECEMBER 15: Dallas Stars acquire defenseman Oskari 
Laaksonen from the Buffalo Sabres in exchange for 
defenseman Joseph Cecconi. | Stars acquire Laaksonen 
from Sabres 
  
NOVEMBER 30: Carolina Hurricanes acquire defenseman 
Zack Hayes from the Vegas Golden Knights in exchange for 
future considerations. | Hayes traded to Hurricanes by 
Golden Knights 
  
NOVEMBER 23: Toronto Maple Leafs acquire defenseman 
Conor Timmins from the Arizona Coyotes in exchange for 
forward Curtis Douglas. | Maple Leafs acquire Timmins from 
Coyotes 

  
NOVEMBER 23: Minnesota Wild acquire forward Ryan 
Reaves from the New York Rangers in exchange for a fifth-
round pick in the 2025 NHL Draft. | Reaves traded to Wild by 
Rangers 
  
OCTOBER 28: Vancouver Canucks acquire defenseman 
Ethan Bear and forward Lane Pederson from the Carolina 
Hurricanes in exchange for a fifth-round pick in the 2023 
NHL Draft. | Canucks acquire Bear, Pederson from 
Hurricanes 
  
OCTOBER 27: Boston Bruins acquire goalie Michael 
DiPietro and defenseman Jonathan Myrenberg from the 
Vancouver Canucks in exchange for forward Jack Studnicka. 
| Bruins acquire DiPietro, Myrenberg from Canucks 
  
OCTOBER 26: Chicago Blackhawks acquire defenseman 
Cooper Zech from the Philadelphia Flyers in exchange for 
forward Evan Barratt. | Blackhawks acquire Zech from Flyers 
  
OCTOBER 26: Montreal Canadiens acquire defenseman 
Nicolas Beaudin from the Chicago Blackhawks in exchange 
for forward Cam Hillis. | Canadiens acquire Beaudin from 
Blackhawks 
  
OCTOBER 9: Edmonton Oilers acquire forward Klim Kostin 
from the St. Louis Blues in exchange for defenseman Dmitri 
Samorukov. | Oilers acquire Kostin from Blues 
  
OCTOBER 7: Chicago Blackhawks acquire forward Jason 
Dickinson and a second-round pick in the 2024 NHL Draft 
from the Vancouver Canucks in exchange for defenseman 
Riley Stillman. | Dickinson traded to Blackhawks by Canucks 
  
SEPTEMBER 19: Dallas Stars acquire defenseman Nils 
Lundkvist from New York Rangers in exchange for 
conditional first-round pick in 2023 NHL Draft and conditional 
fourth-round pick in 2025. | Lundkvist traded to Stars by 
Rangers 
  
AUGUST 31: Anaheim Ducks acquire defenseman Dmitry 
Kulikov from Minnesota Wild in exchange for future 
considerations. | Kulikov traded to Ducks by Wild 
  
AUGUST 29: Vegas Golden Knights acquire goalie Adin Hill 
from San Jose Sharks in exchange for fourth-round pick in 
2024 NHL Draft. | Hill traded to Golden Knights by Sharks 
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AUGUST 18: Montreal Canadiens acquire forward Sean 
Monahan and conditional first-round pick in 2025 NHL Draft 
from Calgary Flames in exchange for future considerations. 
| Monahan traded to Canadiens by Flames 
  
JULY 22: Florida Panthers acquire forward Matthew Tkachuk 
and conditional fourth-round pick in 2025 NHL Draft from 
Calgary Flames in exchange for forward Jonathan 
Huberdeau, defenseman MacKenzie Weegar, forward Cole 
Schwindt, and conditional first-round pick in 2025 NHL Draft. 
| Tkachuk traded to Panthers by Flames for Huberdeau 
  
JULY 22: Seattle Kraken acquire forward Oliver Bjorkstrand 
from Columbus Blue Jackets in exchange for third- and 
fourth-round pick in 2023 NHL Draft. | Bjorkstrand traded to 
Kraken by Blue Jackets 
  
JULY 16: Pittsburgh Penguins acquire defenseman Jeff 
Pertry and forward Ryan Poehling from Montreal Canadiens 
in exchange for defenseman Mike Matheson and fourth-
round draft pick in 2023 NHL Draft. | Penguins acquire Petry 
from Canadiens 
  
JULY 16: New Jersey Devils acquire defenseman John 
Marino from Pittsburgh Penguins in exchange for 
defenseman Ty Smith and third-round pick in 2023 NHL 
Draft. | Devils acquire Marino from Penguins 
  

JULY 13: Carolina Hurricanes acquire forward Max 
Pacioretty, defenseman Dylan Coghlan from Vegas Golden 
Knights in exchange for future considerations. | Hurricanes 
acquire Pacioretty, Coghlan from Golden Knights 
  
JULY 13: Washington Capitals acquire forward Connor 
Brown from Ottawa Senators in exchange for second-round 
pick in 2024 NHL Draft. | Capitals acquire Brown from 
Senators 
  
JULY 13: Carolina Hurricanes acquire defenseman Brent 
Burns and forward Lane Pederson from San Jose Sharks in 
exchange for forward Steven Lorentz, goalie Eetu Makiniemi 
and conditional third-round pick in 2023 NHL Draft. | Burns 
traded to Hurricanes by Sharks 
  
JULY 13: Arizona Coyotes acquire defenseman Patrik 
Nemeth, second-round pick in 2025 NHL Draft and optional 
draft pick in 2024 or 2026 from New York Rangers in 
exchange for defenseman Ty Emberson. | Coyotes acquire 
Nemeth from Rangers 
  
JULY 13: Boston Bruins acquire forward Pavel Zacha from 
New Jersey Devils in exchange for forward Erik Haula. 
| Zacha traded to Bruins by Devils 
  
JULY 13: Ottawa Senators acquire goalie Cam Talbot from 
Minnesota Wild in exchange for goalie Filip Gustavsson. | 
Talbot traded to Senators by Wild 

 
 
 

 

 

 
NHL All-Star Game rosters unveiled; Sheserkin among 15 1st-time picks 

Fox, Panarin of Rangers added through fan vote for game on 
Feb. 4 in Florida 

By David Satriano 

Igor Shesterkin and Jason Robertson are among 15 first-time 
participants for the 2023 Honda NHL All-Star Game at FLA 
LIVE Arena in Sunrise, Florida, on Feb. 4 (3 p.m. ET; ABC, 
ESPN+, CBC, SN, TVAS). 
Shesterkin, a goalie (New York Rangers), and Robertson, a 
forward, (Dallas Stars) were among 32 players selected by 
the NHL hockey operations department on Jan. 5 to 
represent their respective divisions. One player was selected 
from each of the 32 NHL teams. 
The final 12 players (three per division), selected through the 
2023 NHL All-Star Fan Vote presented by Guaranteed Rate, 
were announced Jan. 19.   
"The All-Star Game is pretty special, so I'm excited for that," 
Beniers said. "(Kraken general manager) Ron Francis and 
(coach) Dave Hakstol pulled me aside probably like a week 
ago and told me, so that was pretty cool. It was tough to 
keep it quiet though, it really was." 

Goalies Linus Ullmark (Boston Bruins) and Logan Thompson 
(Vegas Golden Knights) were also chosen for the first time, 
as were forwards Andrei Svechnikov (Carolina Hurricanes), 
Kevin Hayes (Philadelphia Flyers), Brock Nelson (New York 
Islanders), Tage Thompson (Buffalo Sabres) and Kevin Fiala 
(Los Angeles Kings), and defenseman Josh Morrissey 
(Winnipeg Jets). 
"It's something you dream of growing up, being selected to 
that," Thompson said. "To hear my name for that is a 
rewarding feeling. 
"Yeah, it's been a tough journey, tough road, and I've 
definitely faced a lot of adversity along the way. So I think it 
just makes you grateful for where you're at in your career 
now. It makes you not want to take things like this for 
granted. So just something I'm going to be able to enjoy, 
something that I've worked for, so it's going to be a 
rewarding feeling." 
Hayes, whose brother, Jimmy, died at age 31 on Aug. 24, 
2021, said the All-Star nod is extra special to him.  
"It's a cool situation for me because, not to get emotional, it's 
probably the only thing my brother, since he stopped playing 
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hockey, wanted me to accomplish," Hayes said. "I never 
honestly thought it would happen, but it did." 
Forward Matthew Tkachuk will represent the hometown 
Florida Panthers in the Atlantic Division. It will be the second 
All-Star Game for Tkachuk, who played in 2020 as a member 
of the Calgary Flames. His brother, Brady Tkachuk, will 
represent the Ottawa Senators, and the two will be NHL All-
Star Game teammates for the first time. 
The players who will be making their first All-Star Game 
appearances, via the fan vote, are forward Artemi Panarin 
and defenseman Adam Fox of the New York Rangers, goalie 
Ilya Sorokin of the New York Islanders, and goalie Stuart 
Skinner of the Edmonton Oilers.  
  
[RELATED: 2023 NHL All-Star Game coverage] 
  
Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin will be playing 
his eighth All-Star Game, the most among players 
participating in the game this season. San Jose Sharks 
defenseman Erik Karlsson and Columbus Blue Jackets 
forward Johnny Gaudreau will each be playing his seventh. 
Edmonton Oilers forward Connor McDavid was selected for 
the sixth straight time. 
"It's a fun weekend," Gaudreau said. "I've done it a few times 
now. When I get an opportunity to go, I try to make the most 
of it and try to get all my family there and spend as much 
time with them as I can." 
The All-Star Game will feature a three-game tournament, 
played in a 3-on-3 format and showcasing teams from each 
NHL division. Each of the four teams will include nine skaters 
and two goalies. 
Rod Brind'Amour of the Hurricanes (Metropolitan), Jim 
Montgomery of the Bruins (Atlantic), Peter DeBoer of the 
Stars (Central) and Bruce Cassidy of the Golden Knights 
(Pacific) were selected as coaches, as their teams will have 
the best points percentage in their respective divisions 
through games of Jan. 11, when the NHL hits the official 
midpoint of the season. 
The 2023 NHL All-Star Skills presented by DraftKings will 
take place Feb. 3 (7 p.m. ET, ESPN, ESPN+, SN, TVAS). 
"It's cool," Toronto Maple Leafs forward Mitchell Marner said. 
"A couple things you dream of as a kid playing in this league, 
winning that Stanley Cup, and trying to get to that All-Star 
Game. So, it's a cool accomplishment, it wouldn't have 
happened without a lot of these guys in this room, really 
everyone in this room. It's not a one-man thing out there; it's 
all five guys constantly. 
"I've got thank my teammates for helping me out getting that. 
It's a cool accomplishment, but I'm trying to focus on the here 
and now and when that comes, I'll enjoy it with my family." 
Flames forward Nazem Kadri said he was honored to be 
selected, and is looking forward to going to Florida for the 
game.  
"It's flattering, really. Obviously, to be acknowledged as an 
NHL All-Star is something you can keep on your resume. 
Just very privileged and humbled by the nod," Kadri said. 
"I'm not the only guy out there. I have lots of help and I'm 
playing with some great players. That always helps 
contributing to things like these. 

"Very excited to represent the team and head to the All-Star 
Game. It's in Florida, so that's not a bad touch."  
Here are the rosters: 
Metropolitan Division (All-Star appearances) 
F Sidney Crosby, PIT (5th) 
F Johnny Gaudreau, CBJ (7th) 
F Kevin Hayes, PHI (1st) 
F Jack Hughes, NJD (2nd) 
F Brock Nelson, NYI (1st) 
F Alex Ovechkin, WSH (8th) 
F Artemi Panarin, NYR (1st)* 
F Andrei Svechnikov, CAR (1st) 
D Adam Fox, NYR (1st)* 
G Igor Shesterkin, NYR (1st) 
G Ilya Sorokin, NYI (1st)* 
Atlantic Division (All-Star appearances) 
F Aleksander Barkov (2nd)+ 
F Nikita Kucherov, TBL (4th) 
F Dylan Larkin, DET (3rd) 
F Mitchell Marner, TOR (2nd) 
F David Pastrnak, BOS (3rd)* 
F Nick Suzuki, MTL (2nd) 
F Tage Thompson, BUF (1st) 
F Brady Tkachuk, OTT (3rd) 
F Matthew Tkachuk, FLA (2nd) 
G Andrei Vasilevskiy, TBL (4th)* 
G Linus Ullmark, BOS (1st) 
+ replaced TOR F Auston Matthews (injury) 
Central Division (All-Star appearances) 
F Kirill Kaprizov, MIN (2nd) 
F Clayton Keller, ARI (3rd) 
F Nathan MacKinnon, COL (5th)* 
F Mikko Rantanen, COL (2nd)* 
F Jason Robertson, DAL (1st) 
F Vladimir Tarasenko, STL (4th) 
D Seth Jones, CHI (4th) 
D Cale Makar, COL (2nd) 
D Josh Morrissey, WPG (1st) 
G Connor Hellebuyck, WPG (3rd)* 
G Juuse Saros, NSH (2nd) 
Pacific Division (All-Star appearances) 
 
F Leon Draisaitl, EDM (4th)* 
F Kevin Fiala, LAK (1st) 
F Bo Horvat, VAN (2nd)* 
F Nazem Kadri, CGY (2nd) 
F Connor McDavid, EDM (6th) 
F Elias Pettersson, VAN (3rd) 
F Chandler Stephenson, VGK (1st) 
F Troy Terry, ANA (2nd) 
D Erik Karlsson, SJS (7th) 
G Stuart Skinner, EDM (1st)* 
G Logan Thompson, VGK (1st) 
+ replaced SEA F Matty Beniers (injury) 
* - selected in All-Star Fan Vote 
NHL.com independent correspondents Dave McCarthy, 
Craig Merz, Kevin Woodley, Heather Engel, Aaron Vickers 
and Alan Robinson contributed to this report 
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Hurricanes soaring as test from Kings awaits 
By Field Level Media 

The Carolina Hurricanes have drawn from various sources 
on their latest winning streak, with nothing more impressive 
than Sebastian Aho's scoring burst and the contributions 
from a number of goalies. 
The Hurricanes' latest chance to unveil their winning formula 
will come Tuesday when they wrap upa three-game 
homestand against the visiting Los Angeles Kings in Raleigh, 
N.C. 
Aho has scored a goal in four consecutive games, racking up 
seven total goals during that stretch. 
"He's emerging, I think, this whole year," Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "He's playing at a high level, that's for 
sure." 
Aho and Martin Necas share the team lead with 21 goals 
apiece, two more than All-Star selection Andrei Svechnikov. 
Those three players all had one goal in the first meeting this 
season with Los Angeles, a 4-2 Hurricanes road victory on 
Dec. 3. 
The Hurricanes are coming off Sunday's 4-1 victory against 
the Boston Bruins in a matchup of the teams with the best 
records in the NHL. 
"All our guys played great," Brind'Amour said of the victory 
over the Bruins, who sit atop the NHL with 81 points. "We 
deserved that one." 
Carolina has won five games in a row, owns an eight-game 
points streak and now has a convincing victory over the 
Bruins to keep them confident for the road ahead. 
"It's always a good barometer to see how you stack up 
against them," Carolina defenseman Brent Burns said. 

Through just 49 games, Carolina already has become the 
14th team in NHL history to have three goalies with double-
digit victories. 
Frederik Andersen, who has missed chunks of time with 
injuries, became the latest to reach that mark against 
Boston. Andersen's record is 10-3-0, while Antti Raanta is 
12-2-3 and Pyotr Kochetkov is 10-4-5. 
The Kings are contending for the top spot in the Pacific 
Division thanks to five victories in their last seven road 
games. 
Going from facing the Lighting to the Hurricanes means 
another big task for the Kings. 
"There are a few teams in the league that are good teams 
and favorites, if you will," Kings captain Anze Kopitar said. 
"We always get good challenges from them along the way." 
For the Kings, the game at Carolina will be the close of a six-
game road trip and it will be their last game prior to the All-
Star break. Los Angeles is 3-2-0 on the trip after falling 5-2 
on Saturday at Tampa Bay. 
"Carolina plays a bit of a different game, and we have to 
adjust to what they're doing," Kings coach Todd McLellan 
said. "(This trip is) getting long and just try and prepare 
mentally for a team that plays a lot of pace and fires a lot of 
pucks." 
Kings left winger Kevin Fiala added to his All-Star credentials 
with one goal and four assists over the past four games to 
reach 17 goals and 35 assists on the season. 
Los Angeles is 1-for-9 on power plays across the last three 
games. Yet the Kings were 10-for-10 on penalty kills with two 
short-handed goals during those games. The Hurricanes 
killed off all six Boston power plays, with special teams in the 
spotlight Tuesday. 
--Field Level Media

  
 
 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article271822707.html 
https://theathletic.com/4121735/2023/01/31/nhl-draft-top-prospects-2023-midseason/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/rookie-watch-logan-thompson-owen-power-matty-beniers-on-first-year-all-star-team/c-340574088 
https://www.nhl.com/news/2022-23-nhl-trades/c-334953354 

https://www.saltlakecitysun.com/news/273458312/hurricanes-soaring-as-test-from-kings-awaits 
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1266902 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Want tickets to the NHL Stadium Series hockey game in Raleigh? Here’s 
what it will cost 

 

Staff Report  

 

Still haven’t firmed up those plans to attend the NHL’s Stadium Series 
outdoor hockey game at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium on Feb. 18? 
On the fence about going? 

There’s still time to make up your mind, but going to the game is not 
going to be cheap. 

Raleigh and the Carolina Hurricanes are hosting an NHL outdoor game 
for the first time. The Canes will face off against the Washington Capitals 
at 8 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 18 in a Metropolitan Division showdown that 
features all-time great Alex Ovechkin, who continues captivating hockey 
audiences in his pursuit of the league’s all-time goal-scoring record. 

The Hurricanes are in first place in the division, and second overall in the 
NHL behind the Boston Bruins. 

The standard ticket market — tickets issued directly from the event 
through Ticketmaster — has opened up a bit in recent weeks as some 
groups with blocks of reserved tickets have given back some of their 
allotted entries, and the NHL has released some tickets that it had held in 
reserve. 

Hundreds of “standard tickets” were available in many parts of the 
football stadium as of Jan. 30. Sorting by “lowest price” for standard 
tickets, the least expensive option was $330 per ticket for one, two or 
three together. If you’re looking for four or more, options are limited, and 
the minimum price increases to $355 per ticket. 

In a search for “best seats,” based on sightlines, proximity to the ice 
surface and amenities, the “standard ticket” price jumps to $650 per 
ticket. 

The resale ticket market is as alive as ever, and the prices aren’t much 
different. On Ticketmaster, the official ticket resale site for the game, the 
least expensive resale option available on Jan. 30 was $317 per ticket for 
standing room-only, and $320 with a guaranteed seat. 

Things were slightly better on StubHub, where the lowest price on a 
resale ticket was $260. 

Have some money to burn? Want to pay top dollar? 

One pair of verified resale tickets was listed on Ticketmaster for $10,000 
per ticket. On StubHub, the highest listed ticket was $2,712. 

Also of note: None of the above prices account for parking, which will be 
set by the host venue and have yet to be released publicly. 

News Observer LOADED: 01.31.2023 
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Kings have chance to head into All-Star break atop division 

 

Andrew Knoll  

 

The Kings will visit the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday night with the 
opportunity to head into the All-Star break as the Pacific Division’s 
leader. 

That matchup is one of the final five NHL games before the break begins 
Thursday, rolling into the All-Star weekend in Florida. With a victory, the 
Kings would leapfrog both the second-place Vegas Golden Knights and 
division-topping Seattle Kraken, neither of whom play again until the 
regular-season schedule resumes. 

The Kings were just in Florida, inching past the Panthers and losing 
handily to the Tampa Bay Lightning after stumbling out of the starting 
blocks in the second night of a back-to-back set on Saturday. Still, 
they’ve earned six of a possible 10 points thus far on a season-long road 
trip that will wrap up in Raleigh. In its second half alone, the journey 
pitted them against last year’s Presidents’ Trophy winner, the three-time 
defending Eastern Conference champions and, now, Carolina, which is 
on track to win its division for the third straight season. 

“There are a few teams in the league that are good teams and favorites, 
if you will, and we always get good challenges from them along the way,” 
Kings captain Anze Kopitar said. 

Kopitar and his linemates have been simmering of late, with the captain 
producing 11 points in his last dozen games, Adrian Kempe pouring in 
nine points in as many matches and Quinton Byfield scoring five points in 
his past eight outings after notching just four in 15 previous appearances. 
To top it off, No. 1 defenseman Drew Doughty also has nine points in his 
nine most recent showings. 

The Kings continue to be spearheaded offensively by the man that will 
represent them among the league’s elite at All-Star weekend, winger 
Kevin Fiala. Fiala has accumulated 17 points in his last 14 games and 
has sometimes been even more potent than his numbers suggest. 

Getting the Kopitar-Kempe duo to click again has been a welcome 
development, especially as depth scoring has been tested mightily with 
the absences of Arthur Kaliyev, Trevor Moore and Gabe Vilardi. No firm 
timeline has been established for their respective returns. However, 
Kaliyev and Moore have made some progress, and both have been 
skating on their own since at least Sunday. 

While the production of Doughty and Kopitar has boomed, the same 
hasn’t been true of another battle-tested veteran, goalie Jonathan Quick, 
who delivered two Stanley Cup titles a decade ago and a superb stretch 
run last spring. Quick has still not won a game since Dec. 1. That span 
encompassed seven starts and nine appearances for the 36-year-old 
Conn Smythe Trophy winner. 

While Quick’s own numbers have been less than stellar – he’s had only 
one start with a save percentage above .880 since his last victory – the 
Kings have not supported him well either. Outside of a sinewy 6-5 
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overtime loss in Columbus, Quick’s teammates have scored a meager 
nine goals in six games in front of him after he led them onto the ice. 

“We haven’t been able to put a game together for Quickie, and he’s been 
very solid back there, so it’s frustrating,” Kopitar said. 

Quick started the Kings’ first clash with Carolina, a 4-2 loss on Dec. 3. 
Despite that fact and Coach Todd McLellan’s statement that Quick’s 
starts were a “motivating factor” to the rest of the group, Copley seems 
like a solid bet to start Tuesday. 

Copley has received noticeably better goal support. In 17 games that he 
has both started and finished, the Kings have deposited 62 goals, 3.65 
per game. For his own part, even factoring in a 6-0 meltdown in Buffalo 
and two games in which he was pulled, Copley’s save percentage is a 
relatively healthy .905. 

He and the Kings will head into the eye of the storm to face an intensely 
competitive Hurricanes team. The Hurricanes have mirrored the flared 
nostrils and flexed muscles of their head coach and former team captain, 
Rod Brind’Amour, since he took the helm. They’ll carry a five-game win 
streak into the showdown with the Kings. Carolina has been powered by 
No. 1 center Sebastian Aho’s torrent of goals, seven in his last four 
contests, including one in a 4-1 victory over the NHL-pacing Boston 
Bruins on Sunday. 

The ’Canes also imported a pair of familiar foes over the summer, 
acquiring winger Max Pacioretty from Vegas and defenseman Brent 
Burns from San Jose. 

Pacioretty sustained a torn Achilles tendon shortly after the trade was 
completed, delaying his Carolina debut until Jan. 5. He scored three 
goals in his next two games, but played just three minutes against 
Columbus due to a lower-body issue. He was in the lineup for the next 
game against Minnesota on Jan. 20, wherein he tore the same tendon, 
ending his season prematurely. 

Burns is back to being a plus player after three campaigns in the red and 
ranks 12th among defensemen in scoring. His offensive acumen has 
been his calling card, so much so that at one point he was converted into 
a first-line forward for San Jose. So might the world see a more rugged, 
shutdown-oriented Burns in Raleigh? 

“Yes and no, more positionally, really,” Brind’Amour said. “He comes and 
goes in that area, but his willingness to try to do it the way we want to do 
it is what makes him a great pro.” 

KINGS AT CAROLINA 

When: Tuesday, 4 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports West/iHeart Radio 

Orange County Register: LOADED: 01.31.2023 
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Jaret Anderson-Dolan keeps shooting, and working, in expanded role 
throughout roadtrip  

 

By Zach Dooley  

 

Atop the goalscoring charts for the LA Kings on their current roadtrip sit 
two names. 

One you’d probably expect to see – captain Anze Kopitar. One you might 
not have expected to see – forward Jaret Anderson-Dolan. 

Anderson-Dolan scored twice in a 2-1 win over Chicago earlier in the trip, 
providing the margin of victory on that night, and he added another in the 

first period against Tampa Bay last time out. Against the Lightning, it 
wasn’t necessarily the prettiest goal of the season, but it was one at the 
time that gave the Kings the belief that the team could get back into the 
game. It also came from a mentality of shooting the puck, something that 
McLellan was quick to note after the game on Saturday. 

“He shot the puck tonight and I think considering who the goaltender is 
on the other team, probably lucky to sneak one through,” McLellan said 
after the Tampa Bay game. “That was the moment where we thought 
hey, we’re back in this, because he normally doesn’t give those up, but if 
you don’t shoot it, you have no chance of scoring, and JAD’s been 
shooting the puck.” 

The output has been noticeable, even though in Anderson-Dolan’s mind, 
he hasn’t placed any added emphasis on shooting the puck more as of 
late. 

He’s felt that first and foremost, he’s done a better job of getting open for 
teammates and whe playing on his current line, alongside Kevin Fiala 
and Blake Lizotte, he’s getting opportunities to use his shot when he gets 
open. He’s playing more on a per-game basis and he’s also being used 
on the power play in a net-front role. It’s all amounted to more 
opportunities with the puck on his stick. 

“I don’t think it’s really the mentality, I think I just have the puck more 
offensively, just finding ways to get open a bit better now than I was 
before,” he said this morning. “I’ve always tried to think about shooting, 
I’m just getting more chances now.” 

Though he’s attributed it more to opportunity than mentality, he has been 
shooting the puck more no matter how you shake it. 

Over his last six games, since he’s joined his current line, Anderson-
Dolan has 15 shots on goal, an average of 2.5 per game. Over his 
previous 31 games, the Calgary native had 34 total shots on goal, 
averaging right around 1.1 per game. His ice time has certainly increased 
in that span, over 13 minutes in all six games, a feat he reached just 
three times in the 34 that preceded it. Regardless though, he’s taking 
advantage of the opportunities he’s been given and he’s giving the Kings 
some of what they’re missing in the usual member of that line, Gabe 
Vilardi. 

Shooting the puck is one thing, but scoring is another. Not every goal is 
the same, but take a look above at Anderson-Dolan’s second goal 
against the Blackhawks. The puck is on his stick for a mere matter of 
moments before it’s into the back of the net. 

First and foremost, it came from a dangerous area on the ice. Over the 
last six games, Anderson-Dolan is averaging more than 2.5 scoring 
chances per game, and just shy of two high-danger chances. He was 
well under one per game in both categories in the 31 games coming in. 
Not only is he shooting the puck more, but he’s shooting it from more 
dangerous areas. 

He shared this morning that one of his biggest focal points when getting 
additional repititions in before practice has been a quick release. 
Certainly displayed in the clip above. Earlier this season, when he wasn’t 
playing much, Anderson-Dolan was regularly the first player on the ice 
before a practice, getting reps in various areas that he could control, 
typically working with Skills Coach Derik Johnston on various aspects of 
his game. Though he’s now not only playing every night, but playing a 
larger role, that hasn’t left his approach. This morning, he was the first 
player out, taking passes and firing shots as rapidly as possible to work 
on that release. 

“You don’t change just because you’re in the lineup,” he said. “Obviously 
you’re trying to manage your energy a little bit better, at the beginning of 
the year I wasn’t playing, so I had more energy for that, but still, I think 
it’s important to get your touches in. With how many games we play, we 
don’t get a lot opportunities, so getting out there is important.” 

That’s the kind of stuff that makes a coach take notice. 
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Praised for his attitude when he was regularly scratched, Anderson-
Dolan has maintained that standing now that he’s in every night. Now, it’s 
not fair to the rest of the group to say it’s just him. You frequently see lots 
of guys out there working on certain areas of their early. Then you’ve got 
players like Anderson-Dolan’s linemate, Kevin Fiala, who is typically 
someone who stays on late for his extra work and we frequently see him 
working on certain aspects of his game, including power-play specific 
movments, that we see show up the next day. 

Focusing on Anderson-Dolan though, it’s been the early approach he’s 
taken and it shows his commitment to his own game and to the team. 

“It tells me he doesn’t take anything for granted,” McLellan said. “He 
wants to get better as a player and he’s willing to work on his craft, we 
should be able to say that about everybody, the minute you can’t, that 
individual is probably in trouble. Now, everybody’s at a different stage 
and situation in their career, Kopi and Drew probably aren’t going to be 
out there as much, they’ve got a lot of miles on them. Generally talking 
about a young player that’s trying to cut his teeth, it’s nice to see him 
doing what he thinks he needs to do, asking for it actually, so that his 
game can continue to grow.” 

As the Kings wind down their roadtrip, with just one game remaining 
tomorrow in Carolina, they’ll want to see the same caliber of play from 
Anderson-Dolan. 

Upon the team’s return from the All-Star break, his role could potentially 
be different. The Kings are currently without four regulars in their lineup 
and should players like Vilardi, Trevor Moore or Arthur Kailyev become 
available, it could reshuffle the lineup. Though not feasible at this point to 
forecast any timetables, Kaliyev and Moore have resumed skating back 
in Southern California on their own. 

Regardless of lineup placement though, Anderson-Dolan will be 
expected to continue to bring the same parts of his game as he has 
been. With versatility and trust, he can find a way to contribute in most 
roles. The Kings will be counting on him to continue to do that. 

“He’s skating, he’s checking, he’s shooting the puck, he’s responsible, 
he’s a good teammate, all of those things are really important right now, 
let’s let those grow and expand,” McLellan added. “Then, later on we’ll 
add a little bit more. He gets a little bit of penalty killed time, injuries have 
allowed him to go on the power play. We can’t overload him right now, or 
he doesn’t meet our expectations, we’d be disappointed.” 

The Kings arrived in Raleigh a couple of hours ago after their practice in 
Tampa Bay, with sights now set on tomorrow’s trip finale, taking them 
into the All-Star break. Morning skate is scheduled for 11:30 AM local 
time and we’ll take a look at what makes one of the NHL’s best teams 
tick in Carolina, as well a hope that a weird one in Tampa Bay can get 
the second line going offensively, as well as a few others notes from the 
skate itself. One more on the radar, Insiders. 

LA Kings Insider: LOADED: 01.31.2023 
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1266930 Los Angeles Kings 

 

1/30 Practice - Last One Before The Break + The Mental Fatigue, PK 
Improvements, Clarke's Numbers  

 

By Zach Dooley  

 

Final practice before the All-Star break, Insiders! 

The LA Kings gathered at the Ice Sports Forum in Tampa for an AM 
skate before the group took off for Raleigh, which is the final stop of the 
trip. A good practice today in the eyes of Head Coach Todd McLellan, 
with a couple of focal points to prepare for the final test before the break 
in Carolina. 

As for the practice itself, not a ton of line stuff that I could see, but also 
nothing that looked different than what we’ve seen so far on this trip. 
Everyone who is here in Florida participated, diagramed below – 

Byfield – Kopitar – Kempe 

Iafallo – Danault – Arvidsson 

Fiala – Lizotte – Anderson-Dolan 

Lemieux – Kupari – Turcotte – Fagemo 

Anderson – Doughty 

Durzi – Roy 

Edler – Walker – Bjornfot 

Copley / Quick 

As it relates to tomorrow’s lineup, decisions likely will come down to the 
players on the backend, with Alex Edler (3) and Tobias Bjornfot (2) 
rotating thus far on the trip, and on the fourth line, where Alex Turcotte 
(3) and Brendan Lemieux (2) have split games. Not to say it’ll be 
specfiically between those individuals, though, with the Kings coming off 
a three-goal defeat and at the end of a trip. More to come on that front in 
the morning. 

The Kings are not expecting any players back for tomorrow’s game, as 
has been noted, and McLellan shared this morning that Arthur Kaliyev 
and Trevor Moore have resumed skating back in California. We’ll 
see……Moore……of an update when the team reconvenes after the 
break on those two, plus forwards Carl Grundstrom and Gabriel Vilardi, 
who are also currently out. 

Notes – 

End Of The Road 

It’s been a long trip, Insiders. A long trip. 

Today is Day 11, with the final day coming up tomorrow as the Kings 
faceoff against the Hurricanes, leading into a ten-day break for most. It’s 
worth noting the length of the trip, worth noting the fatigue that settles in 
as you reach this junction of a trip, but also worth noting that you don’t 
get spotted goals or points in the standings for fatigue. The Kings square 
off with one of the best teams in the NHL tomorrow evening and have 
two points on the line in doing so. Getting a result in Raleigh would signal 
a winning trip – a point of any kind puts the Kings over .500 for the trip as 
a whole. With a ten-day break coming up following the game, an 
important one for the Kings to hunker down and play, with the aim of 
finishing strong before the break. 

“I think being tired right now is mental more than physical, we’ve had 
some days off,” McLellan said this morning. “Tampa Bay, in the third 
period, you should be tired, back-to-back in Chicago, you should be tired, 
but right now, we’ve had a great day yesterday, everybody was resting in 

the sun, doing the things that they do and we had a good practice today. 
The part that worries me a little bit more than the length of the road trip is 
the fact that it’s the last game before a long break, but every team 
worries about that, every team’s coaching staff is a little bit concerned 
about whether players are fully engaged or if they’re already thinking 
about plans.” 

You never know how important the two points in Carolina could turn out 
to be. Could they be the difference between making and missing the 
playoffs, or the difference between a wild card spot and a divisional spot, 
or perhaps home ice versus starting a series on the road? You never 
know exactly which two points you might look back upon with regret if 
there are any issues. No need to make it the two before the All-Star 
break. 

“We’ll talk to the players tomorrow about the importance of these points,” 
he added. “They could be the two that decide something for us and you 
can’t have regrets so we expect everybody to be fully engaged, but there 
always is that concern.” 

In this position last season, the Kings fought their way to a 5-3 victory 
over Detroit. Not perfect, but they got the job done. Different opponent, 
with Carolina currently a division leader, but the Kings are in that mix as 
well. A good test, and a good opportunity, tomorrow. 

Penalty Kill Performance 

The LA Kings have allowed just one power-play goal thus far on the road 
trip, which came in the third period of the first game in Nashville. The 
Kings have been shorthanded 12 times in the four games since and have 
killed off all 12 of the power plays against them, including two last time 
out versus the Lightning, a positive from the 5-2 defeat. There was just 
one full power play for Tampa Bay in that game, but the Kings gave the 
NHL’s second-best power play unit a ton of trouble, preventing zone 
entries and pressuring aggressively. When tested vastly more frequently 
the night before against the Panthers, the Kings stood up again with a 
strong effort. 

“About 15 games ago, we addressed the penalty kill and we put a lot of 
time and energy into to working on it,” McLellan said. “We use the words 
pressure and principles and we see that being applied a little more 
consistently than it was before. I think the faceoff numbers have gone up, 
the clearing attempt numbers have gone up and the save percentage has 
gone up. So, when all of those things happen, your confidence goes up, 
you feel better about yourself and you get the job done more often than 
not.” 

We’re hearing the same words used by the players as well. 

I remember vividly hearing the words pressure and principle from 
defenseman Mikey Anderson a couple weeks ago, when the Kings first 
started to turn around their penalty kill unit. I couldn’t recall, at that time, 
having heard it previously from Todd McLellan, but I’ve now heard it a 
couple of times since, both from McLellan and from others who are a part 
of that unit. The Kings have noticeably amped up the pressure coming 
from their penalty killers and they’ve noticeably improved upon their 
clears, their breakups and as McLellan noted above, their faceoffs. 

Phillip Danault – I think we’re putting more pressure on all together, we’re 
blocking more shots. Our goalies are really good too, it’s just being more 
being dedicated. Sometimes, we got some weird bounces, but we’re 
more predictable and we’re more on the same page. 

Adrian Kempe – I think we’ve been way more aggressive in the zone and 
not just when they have the puck, but after shots, when they’re not sure 
where we are, we’ve been a lot better with that. Clears off of faceoffs 
have been really good, we’ve got to keep working on our strengths too, 
keep being more aggressive, it takes away time and space. 

Carolina is not the high-ranking PP unit the Kings saw in Tampa Bay, but 
with a wealth of skilled players, they present. adifficult challenge 
nonetheless. 

Brandt Clarke Performance 
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Lastly, Insiders, a note on the offensive production from defenseman 
Brandt Clarke, since he’s returned to the OHL but especially over the last 
few games. 

Clarke has collected a point in eight of his nine OHL games this season. 
He’s scored a goal in three straight games and has four consecutive 
multi-point games. Clarke led the way with a hat trick last night in a 4-1 
win over Saginaw, which followed a two-goal performance the day before 
against Flint. Clarke has been back in the OHL for nine games now and 
has ten goals and ten assists for 20 points. Clarke’s 10 goals are tied for 
the eighth most in the OHL amongst defensemen. Among the players 
ahead of him, each has played a minimum of 34 games this season. 

That’s a lot of short sentences to describe the dynamic level of play he’s 
brought since he’s re-joined the Colts. Again, Clarke has played NINE. 
Staggering production at that level. 

The Colts have won six of nine games since Clarke returned following 
the World Juniors and sit comfortably in the third seed in the Eastern 
Conference. They appear primed for home-ice advantage in the first 
round and are still in the mix to host a series in the second round and 
beyond as well. 

General Manager Rob Blake shared that Clarke would return to either the 
Kings or the Reign at the conclusion of his OHL season, should either 
team still be in the postseason when that time comes. The OHL’s 
postseason is scheduled to begin on March 29, so it’ll likely be around 
one round ahead of the NHL and AHL. Something worth at least a 
wandering eye on as the season progresses. 

Morning skate to follow tomorrow, Insiders, before our content focus 
shifts to Kevin Fiala attending the NHL All-Star Classic and a look ahead 
to Dustin Brown’s jersey retirement night on February 11, the next Kings 
home game. Lots to come on both fronts here over the next couple of 
weeks, but it’s full sights ahead on tomorrow evening in Carolina until 
that game ends. 

Proudly presented by Destination Vancouver. More Pacific-ER. More 
North-ER. More West-ER. Go Norther. 

LA Kings Insider: LOADED: 01.31.2023 
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Kings Feeling the Effects of Injury Bug 

 

By Austin Stanovich 

 

It isn't quite the bug that hit their blue line last season, but the Los 
Angeles Kings are still suffering from an injury bug at forward this 
season. 

They're missing a few key pieces in Trevor Moore, Gabe Vilardi, Arthur 
Kaliyev and Carl Grundstrom.  

Things are still going well, the team is 6-4 in their last ten games, but you 
can tell they're missing those players. Let's take a look at what they're 
really missing. 

Trevor Moore: 

Moore got injured not long after signing a five-year, $21 million contract 
extension. He's also the biggest piece missing right now, although 
Vilardi's play this season might challenge that claim.  

Yes, Moore's production had dried up just before his injury, with just two 
points in ten games before going down. But his game is about a lot more 
than just point production.  

He was an important part of the Kings' most consistent line with Phil 
Danault and Viktor Arvidsson. He the perfect compliment to Danault and 

Arvidsson. He brings an element of speed, defensive responsibility and 
hockey IQ that makes those around him better.  

His 19 points in 37 games weren't amazing, but he was still posting a 
respectable 4.3 goals above replacement, good for seventh on the team. 
He also plays an important role on both the penalty kill and power play.  

Despite missing significant time, he is already posting career highs in 
both power-play assists and points. His puck-hunting and passing were a 
big reason the Kings' second power-play unit was finding so much 
success. 

And despite the team's overall penalty kill struggles, he was still posting 
positive numbers in this area according to evolving-hockey.com.  

His importance can be summed up by his 17:40 average time on ice, a 
number good for fifth on the team. He's a reliable swiss army knife that 
Todd McLellan can trust in every situation.  

Gabe Vilardi: 

Vilardi's importance to this team has been one of the surprises of the 
season. 

No one, probably not even Vilardi, would have expected him to be on 
pace for 31 goals through 45 games before he got injured.  

Really, the fact that he was on pace for 31 goals before going down tells 
you enough about how much the Kings are missing him. Only Adrian 
Kempe and Kevin Fiala have equaled or surpassed Vilardi's 17 goals. 
With both Kempe and Fiala playing seven more games than Vilardi. 

He brings more than just goals though. He's taken a massive step up in 
his defensive game this season, currently leading the Kings in even-
strength defense goals above replacement according to evolving-hockey.  

He's also played a big role on the first power-play unit. Finding a home as 
the net-front presence.  

The Kings desperately lacked secondary scoring last season and Vilardi 
has provided that from the third line all season. Their offense looks less 
potent without Vilardi and they'll be hoping he can get back after the All-
Star break. 

Arthur Kaliyev: 

On pace for 20 goals before breaking his foot blocking a shot, Kaliyev 
was also a major part of the Kings' newfound secondary scoring.  

Doing the majority of his damage on the power play, with seven of his 
nine goals coming on the man advantage, the second unit doesn't look 
the same without Kaliyev. Alex Iafallo is doing his best Kaliyev 
impression but doesn't have anywhere near the same shot threat.  

He was still searching for his goal-scoring touch at five-on-five but was 
making progress. He was becoming more assertive and confident with 
the puck, taking it to scoring areas instead of relying on teammates to 
create for him. 

He's back skating again and might be back after the All-Star break, but 
no timeline has been given by the team. 

Carl Grundstrom: 

Probably the least impactful of the injured players, Grundstrom is still a 
useful piece to have available for McLellan. 

He brings an element of physicality not many players do in the Kings' 
lineup. He's a good alternative to Brendan Lemieux when the team wants 
physicality, but prefers a more capable player and goal-scorer.  

He spent a lot of time in the press box before being injured in practice, 
but was still on pace for double-digits in goals and would be a good 
option to replace some of the other injured players. 
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He was posting solid analytics in his limited ice time, but made 
undisciplined penalties too much of a habit before becoming a regular 
healthy scratch.  

He's also expected back after the All-Star break, and depending on 
where other players are at on their recovery, he could go right back into 
the lineup. 

Health Down the Stretch: 

The Kings are getting ready for a tight playoff race in the Pacific Division, 
and getting healthy could be key in securing their playoff position I'd be a 
little surprised if they didn't clinch regardless, but clinching as the one or 
two seed is a lot better than falling into the wild card spot.   
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They're talking about practice: The Sabres finally had one after more 
than two weeks 

 

Mike Harrington  

 

Coaches love practice. It's in their DNA. It's where they can make the 
biggest mark on their teams. There's plenty of moments in games that 
are simply out of their hands and they have to stand there and watch like 
everybody else. 

So imagine being Buffalo Sabres coach Don Granato the last two weeks. 
Granato's team hit the ice Monday morning in LECOM Harborcenter to 
have a workout for the first time in 15 days, an unheard-of stretch in 
recent franchise history. 

Between travel and the schedule, there was just no time to toss in a 
practice and risk increasing the fatigue level of his team. Granato used 
the eye test, listened to sport science advice from his training staff and 
simply went with game day morning skates for the entirety of a stretch 
that got his club into the thick of the playoff race. 

In the end, the Sabres played eight games in 13 days and went a 
stunning 5-1-2 in them to pull within one point of an Eastern Conference 
wild-card slot.  

"We have such a ceiling and a capacity for skill and growth individually 
and collectively that practice is another opportunity to chip away at that," 
Granato said. "... I thought the way our guys attacked practice, they got 
better today. Very happy as a coach when that happens." 

The Sabres did a few drills, then shifted to some 3-on-3 games at each 
end of the ice. There were no line rushes or power play work, items likely 
on the to-do list for Tuesday in advance of Wednesday's visit by the red-
hot Carolina Hurricanes, who are 7-0-1 in their last eight games. It will be 
Buffalo's last game before the All-Star break and its bye week. 

#Sabres doing some 3-on-3 games and Owen Power (white) is around 
the net again, just like on the road trip. pic.twitter.com/0aD8ped5Km 

— Mike Harrington (@ByMHarrington) January 30, 2023 

Granato didn't go overboard as the workout only lasted about 40 minutes 
before players were left to work on individual skills. There were a couple 
of key news items that came out of the session: 

1. Center Tage Thompson, the team's leading scorer with 34 goals and 
68 points, was not on the ice and was seen on the bench near the end or 
practice in street clothes. The team said he is dealing with an upper-body 
injury and is day to day. 

Granato said he's "pretty certain" Thompson will practice Tuesday and 
then a determination will be made for Wednesday's game. The coach 

said Thompson, like most players, has been dealing with nagging issues 
and they were exacerbated during Saturday's shootout loss in Minnesota. 

"He could have skated today," Granato said. "But way better for him to 
just take a day." 

2. Defenseman Mattias Samuelsson (lower body, two games) and center 
Dylan Cozens, who took a butt end to the head/neck area Thursday in 
Winnipeg and sat out in Minnesota, both practiced fully Monday. And 
each said they expect to play against Carolina. 

"Just precautionary stuff, just being safe," Cozens said of the seat he 
took Saturday. 

Noted Samuelsson: "Every day, every hour, I feel a little better." 

A lack of practice often makes a team look shabby on the ice and without 
energy. The Sabres were quite the contrary to that theory, playing faster 
and fresher by saving most of their energy for games. 

Captain Kyle Okposo said he was impressed by his team's ability to 
adapt to the unusual circumstance, especially given how young most of 
this roster is.  

"I know when you’re younger, sometimes you can feel like, ‘Oh, my 
hands aren’t going to be good enough if I’m not skating a lot,' " Okposo 
said. "And it can get in your head that way. But we didn’t do that as a 
group, and hats off to the guys for that." 

Okposo, 34, said most veteran players are fine by this point in the 
season cutting back on practice.  

"I honestly think it’s getting a little bit overblown, to be honest with you," 
he said. "It is what it is. We’ve been playing so many games that it’s not 
like you’re going to get out of shape. Practice at this point is just to get 
out and skate and feel the puck. The teams that are practicing right now 
probably aren’t going any more than 20 minutes." 

Samuelsson, who is only 22, said this kind of stretch was a first for him. 

"I think after the first couple days, you realized how crazy the month was 
going to be," he said. "To be honest, just a lot of sleep. You’re on the 
road a lot, you’re traveling. Whenever you can, just lay down and close 
your eyes. I think that was the biggest thing. It's been fun. Obviously, I’d 
rather play a game than practice." 

"We like not practicing. It’s fun to just play games and have days off," 
said a smiling Cozens, 21. "That's kind of how it is in playoffs, so we've 
got to be ready for that." 

Okposo, one of the few Buffalo players with playoff experience, said it's 
taken a while for this club to establish an identity and he's found it 
intriguing the Sabres are willing to play multiple styles. 

Pegged mostly as a run-and-gun team much of the season, the Sabres 
have scratched out a trio of 3-2 victories in the last six games. And they 
would have added a fourth had they won Saturday's shootout in 
Minnesota. 

"We’re really solid in our game from game to game and we know the way 
that we have to play, and we’re comfortable in it," Okposo said. "We’re 
comfortable with playing a tight-checking team. We’re comfortable 
playing a wide-open game. 

"That’s something that it’s taken maybe a little bit longer than I thought it 
would coming into this year. But I think that for me has been the biggest 
strength of our team. We know who we are and we’re not scared to play 
our game against anybody." 
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10 Sabres thoughts: On playoff chances, Owen Power’s Calder case and 
more 
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Matthew Fairburn  
 

The Sabres went into their game against the Wild on Saturday night 
riding a five-game winning streak. But they were also playing the fourth 
game of a four-game road trip in the Western Conference. They were 
playing their 12th game in 21 days. And they were playing without center 
Dylan Cozens and Mattias Samuelsson, two of their most valuable 
players who missed the game with injuries. 

Despite all of that and the fact that they were playing a sturdy Wild team, 
the Sabres took the game to overtime and got a point. They lost in a 
shootout but returned home with seven of the eight possible points from 
the trip. Because of that, the Sabres are now one point behind the 
Penguins for the second wild-card spot in the eastern conference and 
two points behind the Capitals for the first wild-card spot with three 
games in hand. 

The Sabres’ playoff chances are real. Here are some thoughts on their 
road trip and what lies ahead. 

1. Owen Power’s confidence is growing. He started this road stretch with 
goals in three straight games, his first three goals of the season. When 
the Sabres picked him first overall, they knew they were getting a 
potential star. They may not have known they’d have this type of player 
so soon. He’s 20 years old and playing with incredible composure. He’s 
still only starting to show off all of his offensive ability. Don Granato 
remarked the other day that Power should be in the conversation for the 
Calder Trophy with the way he’s playing. It’s tough to argue. The point 
totals may not be as eye-popping as some of his peers, but Power leads 
all rookies in five-on-five ice time by almost 150 minutes despite missing 
three games with injury. He has three goals and 16 assists, and the 
Sabres have 52 percent of the expected goals while he’s on the ice. 
Right now, Power’s college teammate Matty Beniers, who has 36 points, 
is the favorite for the award. But Power is building a strong case of his 
own. 

2. Buffalo’s goaltending was solid over this four-game window. They got 
wins from all three goalies, and Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen has now allowed 
three goals or fewer in seven straight starts. Luukkonen struggled in the 
shootout, but that’s not a pressing concern. More importantly, he made 
12 saves on high-danger chances, according to Natural Stat Trick. The 
only two goals he allowed were high-danger chances. He’s going to enter 
the All-Star break as the Sabres’ No. 1 goalie after starting the season in 
the AHL. The Sabres should be thrilled about that. 

3. Buffalo also has a quality tandem of veterans behind Luukkonen. Craig 
Anderson’s win against the Stars was impressive. He’s in the top 15 of 
the NHL in goals saved above expected per 60 minutes, according to 
Natural Stat Trick’s model. He’s not playing often, but the Sabres have 
found a good balance to keep him healthy and effective. Eric Comrie 
played well in his return to Winnipeg, too. That was only his second start 
since returning from injury, but Comrie was sharp early in a 3-2 win. He’s 
still an important piece for the Sabres. He’s on a two-year contract and 
could be Luukkonen’s backup next season if Anderson retires. The three-
goalie rotation is hardly an ideal roster construction, but for now, it’s 
working in Buffalo. 

4. Peyton Krebs had quite the road trip. With Cozens out against the 
Wild, the Sabres leaned on his line more. It was telling that Granato kept 
Krebs, Kyle Okposo and Zemgus Girgensons together while shuffling the 
rest of the lines in Cozens’ absence. That line has been working wonders 
for Buffalo lately. Against the Wild, the Sabres had 100 percent of the 
expected goals when Krebs, Okposo and Girgensons were on the ice at 
five-on-five. And that line had 10:40 of even-strength ice time. That line 
has brought out the best in Krebs. He’s playing with more energy and 
physicality since joining Okposo and Girgensons. He once again tried to 
start a skirmish after the whistle against the Jets and is generally 
becoming a nuisance to play against. That’s a terrific development for the 
Sabres. 

5. On the topic of that line, the Sabres have to be thinking about getting 
Okposo and Girgensons back for next season. Both are unrestricted free 
agents after the season, and it’s obvious what they mean to the team 
both as leaders and players. Okposo will be 35 next season and won’t 
command nearly the salary he currently has. If they can bring both back 
for around $4 million total, that could be worth it provided they finish the 
season strong. 

6. Jack Quinn scored a ridiculous goal against the Wild to start the game. 
His usual center, Dylan Cozens, missed the game with an injury, but that 
didn’t stop Quinn from creating a chance all on his own. He intercepted a 
pass and played a game of keep away with Minnesota’s defense, circling 
the offensive zone before breaking down the slot and firing a quick shot 
by Marc-Andre Fleury. Quinn now has eight goals this season, and the 
Sabres have 58 percent of the high-danger scoring chances when he’s 
on the ice at five-on-five. He’s going through the typical scoring ebbs and 
flows you would expect from a rookie, but his defensive game has 
remained solid throughout. He’s a candidate to break through to another 
level after the All-Star break. 

7. Cozens (upper body) and Samuelsson (lower body) missed the end of 
the road trip with injuries, but both participated in the pre-game skate in 
Minnesota. Granato said he and Kevyn Adams decided they wanted to 
be cautious with two of their critical young players. The Sabres have 
played a lot of games in a condensed time period, so it wasn’t worth 
risking either player at this stage. That they were both skating Saturday 
seems like a strong sign that their injuries aren’t of long-term concern. 

8. According to Money Puck, the Sabres now have a 56.7-percent 
chance to make the playoffs. That’s .2-percent better than the Penguins 
and 5.7-percent worse than the Capitals. It’s also significantly better than 
the odds of the Panthers (28.4) and Islanders (11.6), who are also 
chasing in the wild-card standings. The Athletic’s model, which weighs 
performance prior to this season more heavily, has them at a 16 percent 
chance to make the playoffs. Essentially, the Sabres need to show this 
level of performance for longer to convince that model. Either way, 
Buffalo is going to be right in the mix coming out of the All-Star break. 

9. One other factor working against the Sabres in The Athletic’s model is 
that they are currently projected to have the second-toughest schedule 
for the rest of the season. That’s after they just finished a grueling 
condensed schedule during the month of January, too. What they have 
working in their favor is the fact that they only have four games in a span 
of 20 days following their game against the Wild Saturday. The Sabres 
need that breather before the going gets even tougher. 

10. As the Sabres return home on Wednesday, I’m curious to see what 
the attendance will look like going forward. This Sabres group has clearly 
been energized when the building is full. The Sabres have five sellout 
crowds at home this season and they are 4-1 in those games. The only 
loss was to the Bruins early in the year. It’s been a slow process to win 
back the trust of the fan base, but with a playoff spot within reach and 
football season in the rearview mirror, the building should fill up more 
consistently. 

“That’s what gets the fans most excited is winning,” Tage Thompson 
said. “That’s what we’re trying to do here is win some games, hunt for 
that playoff spot and get fans back in our building.” 
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Rangers enter NHL All-Star break in good place -- but it won't get easier 

 

Mollie Walker 
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The Rangers will need to soak up as much of this recuperation period 
through the All-Star break in order to prepare for their final 33 games of 
the regular season. 

There will be nothing easy about the nine weeks leading up to the start of 
the playoffs on April 17. Every game will matter, especially against teams 
in the Metropolitan Division. The Rangers know they can’t take any 
nights off, Ryan Lindgren told The Post recently. Even the slightest slide 
would have detrimental postseason implications. 

Team confidence and morale should be at its peak, however, considering 
how the Blueshirts changed direction on the impending fate they were 
facing two months ago. 

“I’m happy with where we’re at,” head coach Gerard Gallant said after the 
win over Vegas. “Since the last break we’ve — I don’t know what our 
record is — but it seems like it’s pretty good. We’ve played well. We 
haven’t played perfectly like we did last year at times, but we’re still 
finding ways to win hockey games. It’s coming, it’s a work in progress for 
us, but I like the position we’re [in] and the way we’re playing.” 

The Rangers went 8-3-3 between the holiday break and the All-Star 
break, collecting 18 points over that span to remain in third place in the 
division behind only the Hurricanes and Devils. There were certainly 
points left on the table that should’ve been obtainable, such as the most 
recent overtime loss to the Maple Leafs, but there were also some 
statement victories, like the two wins over the Panthers and the one 
against Carolina. 

In their 33 remaining regular-season games, the Rangers have their work 
cut out for them. Eighteen contests on the road. Thirteen against teams 
in the Metro, including three against the division-leading Hurricanes. 
Eight (8!) sets of back-to-back games. It’ll be an absolute grind to 
maintain position in a division where there are few opportunities to pull 
ahead. 

The first road trip of the final stretch of the season kicks off on Feb. 11 in 
Carolina before the Rangers head straight to Vancouver, where they’ll 
practice for two days before facing the Canucks on Feb. 15. They then 
play the very next night in Edmonton and will finish the road trip in 
Calgary. 

Going from playing the top team in the NHL, the Bruins, to one of the 
worst, the Canadiens, in mid-March will be a difficult swing in 
competition. After those contests, the Rangers will have a back-to-back 
set in Buffalo and Pittsburgh on March 11 and 12. 

The Rangers have had a stellar record on the road this season, however, 
having gone 14-5-4. Only the Devils and Hurricanes have lost fewer 
away games. It’ll be imperative to maintain their competitiveness on the 
road. 

Aside from Igor Shesterkin, Artemi Panarin and Adam Fox, who will all 
participate in All-Star Weekend, the Rangers will have eight days to gear 
up for their second-half push. They’re going to need every bit of each 
one. 

“Be ready to come back,” captain Jacob Trouba said. “I think we put 
ourselves in a decent spot, could be a better spot. We want to continue 
building our game and growing as a team.” 
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Why a surging Filip Chytil could complicate NY Rangers offseason plans. 

 

VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO    

 
Filip Chytil stood by his locker Friday morning, laughing and looking as 

comfortable as he has in any of his five-plus seasons with the New York 
Rangers. 

And who could blame him? The 23-year-old center was the team's 
leading goal-scorer in January − a total he would add to later that night 
during a 4-1 win over the Vegas Golden Knights. 

"I love to score goals," Chytil said with a wide smile. "I can’t lie." 

Eight tallies this past month give him 16 goals for the season. Thirteen 
have come at even strength, leaving him one behind Chris Kreider for the 
team lead. 

When factoring in ice time and usage, Chytil has been the Rangers' most 
productive scorer. His average of 1.45 goals scored per 60 minutes at 
even strength ranks first on the team, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

"The last number of games, he’s starting to shoot a lot more pucks," 
head coach Gerard Gallant said. "But he’s getting success. The pucks 
are going in the net – and when that happens, you feel pretty comfortable 
shooting." 

The 2017 first-round pick is already two goals over his previous career 
high with 33 games to go, putting him on pace for 29 goals and 52 points. 
If he hits those numbers − or comes close − the pending restricted free 
agent will be setting himself up for a significant payday this summer. 

Chytil knows what's at stake, which is why he's stressing that this is no 
time for complacency. 

"It's nice that hard work pays off, but it's nothing (that will make) me 
stop," he said after scoring twice in Wednesday's 3-2 overtime loss to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. "In the moment, I'm happy that it shows that it's 
going the right way. I just come the next day to the practice and do the 
same stuff." 

The immediate questions 

With the playoff push upon us, Gallant and the Rangers should be asking 
themselves about how best to utilize the blossoming Czech. 

There’s a strong case for playing him with the team’s leader in total 
points, Artemi Panarin, who's been seeking a skilled center to gel with 
since Ryan Strome’s free-agent departure. It hasn't clicked with Vincent 
Trocheck or Mika Zibanejad, but there's reason to believe it might with a 
speedy, shoot-first player like Chytil on the finishing end of Panarin's deft 
passes. 

In a relatively small sample size − Chytil and Panarin have logged 84:28 
together at five-on-five this season − their line is averaging one goal 
every 14.1 minutes of ice time. By comparison, the rate is once every 
23.3 minutes when Panarin plays with Zibanejad and once every 31.7 
minutes with Trocheck. 

Getting more of a chance with Panarin would send a message that the 
organization believes Chytil has top-six potential, alleviating fears that he 
would be stuck in a third-line role if he stays in New York. 

But there’s also a valid argument for keeping the 6-foot-2, 204-pounder 
on the Kid Line in between Alexis Lafrenière and Kaapo Kakko – a 
position where he flourished during last year’s playoffs and has now 
posted four goals in his last three games. 

Chytil jokes about how the other two can't stay away from his line for long 
− "They keep coming back to green," he quipped, referring to the jersey 
color that's typically worn by the third line − but there's a genuine 
affection among the three prized kids. 

"They are great players, they’re skilled, and they’re great people, as 
well," he said. "When we play together, we feel comfortable. We know 
each other very well. We know where we’re going to be on the ice, and 
we just play with instincts and play with fun. ... It's a great makeup." 

Regardless of where he lines up and who he plays with, Chytil has 
earned an expanded role down the stretch. It was already trending in that 
direction prior to the all-star break, with his time on ice eclipsing 15 
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minutes in seven of the previous eight games. The only thing that may 
hold him back from key situations in close games is a lowly 38.5% faceoff 
win rate. 

The offseason questions 

Assuming Chytil's usage and production continues to grow, the big 
question moving forward is what all of that will mean for his next contract. 

The Rangers are bracing for an extremely tight summer. If the salary cap 
only goes up by the projected increase of $1 million, they're looking at 
roughly $16 million in space to fill eight or nine spots on the roster. And if 
they want to keep their three most important RFAs − Chytil, Lafrenière 
and defenseman K'Andre Miller − expect well over half of that cap space 
needed to retain them. 

Lafrenière's up-and-down season should keep his average annual value 
reasonable, with signs pointing to a bridge deal similar to what Chytil got 
at the same age − two years at $2.3 million per season. Miller will likely 
double that, with one league source suggesting an AAV of $5 million isn't 
out of the question. Surely, the Rangers will try to keep it closer to $4 
million, but much will depend on how the rest of the season plays out. 

If, for the sake of this conversation, Rangers allocated $7 million to pay 
Lafrenière and Miller, how much could they afford to pay Chytil? 

A comparison they'd love to make is Roope Hintz, who signed a three-
year, $9.45 million ($3.15 million AAV) contract with the Dallas Stars in 
2020. He was the same age as Chytil at the time and coming off a 
season in which he scored 19 goals in 60 games. But that's probably too 
low of an offer. 

Chytil's side could argue an applicable comp is Joel Eriksson Ek, who 
signed an eight-year, $42 million contract ($5.25 million AAV) with the 
Minnesota Wild in 2021 at the age of 24. His goal production in the 
previous season was a smidge behind Chytil's current pace, but he's 
regarded as a better defensive center. 

There's a wide gap between the AAVs for Hintz and Eriksson Ek − more 
than $2 million − leaving lots of room for negotiation. That makes No. 
72's next deal a major wild card. 

The Rangers better hope they land closer to Hintz, and even then it'll be 
a squeeze. If they get it done for, let's say, $4 million per year, added to 
the $7 million we already mentioned for Lafrenière and Miller, that'll eat 
up $11 million of the $16 million they have to spend. That would leave 
roughly $5 million to fill the remaining five or six roster spots, limiting their 
options to prospects on entry-level contracts and veterans making 
around the NHL minimum. 

Creating the flexibility to deviate from that plan and pursue impact 
additions wouldn't be easy. They'd have to part with Chytil, Lafrenière or 
Miller, or entertain the idea of trading either forward Barclay Goodrow 
($3.642 million AAV) or defenseman Ryan Lindgren ($3 million). Any 
other Blueshirt making significant money either has a full no-movement 
clause (Panarin, Trocheck, Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and Jacob Trouba) 
or is simply untouchable (Adam Fox and Igor Shesterkin). 

Those outcomes are long shots, with the likelihood being that they'll re-
sign Chytil and maintain critical center depth. 

Whether that's a short-term deal for an arbitration-eligible player who's 
eyeing larger cap escalations in 2024 and 2025 or something long-term 
with an AAV the Rangers can stomach remains to be seen. But the more 
pucks Chytil puts in the net, the more power he'll hold this summer. 

"If you're making chances for yourself, then everything else is coming 
with that," he said. "That's my game. That's my play style. I'm doing what 
I'm best at." 
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Rangers firmly in playoff spot at All-Star break 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

Forty-nine games down and 33 to go for the Rangers, who arrived at the 
NHL All-Star break firmly in a playoff spot. They're sitting third in the 
Metropolitan Division, six points behind the second-place Devils and four 
ahead of the Washington Capitals, who currently occupy the first wild-
card position. 

At the break, the Rangers are 27-14-8, good for 62 points. This, after 
they started the season 11-10-5. 

“Obviously, we're happy with the way we've been able to turn it around 
after a tough start,’’ first-line center Mika Zibanejad said after the 
Rangers closed out the pre-All-Star schedule with a 4-1 win over the 
Vegas Golden Knights on Friday night. “I think from early December until 
now, we’ve had a pretty good record and played some pretty good 
hockey. Now we’ll get some rest physically, mentally, and just get ready 
for that last bit of the season.’’ 

When they return to practice Sunday, they’ll be getting ready for a stretch 
run in which they will play 33 games in 67 days to close out the season, 
beginning Monday against the Calgary Flames. Barring a major injury or 
something unforeseen, they are in good position to make the playoffs if 
they can keep doing what they’re doing. 

There still is work to be done, however. The roster clearly lacks a top-six 
right wing and general manager Chris Drury has little more than a month 
to find a proven goal-scorer to add at or before the March 3 trade 
deadline. They also will have to take care of business in three games 
each against Washington, Pittsburgh and Buffalo, the three teams behind 
them in the wild-card standings. 

If the Rangers hold on to third place in the division and the Devils finish 
second, the teams will match up in the first round of the playoffs, and that 
could be an epic series. Besides the natural rivalry between the teams, 
the Devils have the most exciting young player in the NHL in Jack 
Hughes, whose 33 goals are tied for fifth-most in the league. His 66 
points are ninth. 

Hughes was the first overall pick in the 2019 NHL Draft, and it was hoped 
that he and Kaapo Kakko, the No. 2 pick that year, would have a long 
rivalry while playing on opposite sides of the Hudson River. Kakko, who’s 
having a nice season this year (nine goals, 23 points) clearly isn’t the star 
that Hughes is, though — at least not yet. Nor is Alexis Lafreniere, the 
No. 1 overall pick in 2020. 

The Devils, who have been rebuilding for years before emerging as a 
Stanley Cup contender this season, also happen to be coached by Lindy 
Ruff, who was an assistant on the Rangers’ staff before taking the Devils' 
job in 2020. 

One of the turning points in the season for the Rangers was their Nov. 28 
loss to the Devils at the Garden, a game after which goaltender Igor 
Shesterkin declared himself “ashamed’’ about how he was playing. 
Shesterkin picked up his play after that and the Rangers, as a whole, got 
better, too. The Rangers then beat the Devils on Dec. 12 at the Garden 
and lost in overtime Jan. 7 in Newark. They will play each other one more 
time in the regular season in Newark on March 30. 
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Rangers trade board: Plenty of forwards available at the NHL deadline to 
fill a need 
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Arthur Staple 

 

With All-Star week in full effect and most of the Rangers scattered 
around North America for a week, it felt like the right time to put together 
a trade board for a Rangers team that seems certain to be a buyer before 
the March 3 trade deadline. 

Chris Drury doesn’t have anywhere near the cap space he had last year, 
when the Rangers GM aggressively added to his thin forward group with 
trades for Frank Vatrano, Andrew Copp and Tyler Motte, plus what 
ended up being a key depth add on defense with Justin Braun. 

A couple of those same guys could be had again this deadline, though 
not the ones (Vatrano and Copp) that brought the most to the table once 
they became Rangers last season. CapFriendly has the Rangers 
currently able to add roughly $2.9-million in contracts. That could grow 
quite a bit over the next month if the Rangers are judicious with their cap 
space, so while now the Rangers could add maybe one of the players 
listed below, by March 3 there could be room (and need) to add another. 

As of now the team’s clearer need is a middle/bottom-six forward. Alexis 
Lafrenière has struggled but could be turning his season around on a line 
with Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko, both of whom have had strong 
seasons so far. Mika Zibanejad, Artemi Panarin, Chris Kreider and 
Vincent Trocheck have produced but not so much at five on five — and 
those big four forwards aren’t going anywhere, either in terms of being 
the top minutes-eaters among the forwards or on the top power-play unit. 

So that seems to lessen the chances that a top-six, top-PP forward 
comes in, especially if the cost to acquire such a player is high. Drury 
likely wants to hang onto both first-round picks he has in June — his own 
and the Stars’ from the Nils Lundkvist trade — so if the Rangers can 
swing an addition or two while giving up lower-level prospects and mid-
round picks, that seems ideal. 

The Rangers’ luck with good health on defense has continued for a 
second straight year and Ben Harpur, signed to a two-year extension 
worth $787,500 per on Thursday, has been a nice find on the third pair. 
So for now Drury isn’t looking for major defense upgrades, or maybe not 
even a veteran who needs to play every day — this is more insurance 
and it’s a hard line to walk in giving up an asset for a player who isn’t 
going to play much. The Rangers also have Zac Jones and Libor Hajek 
for depth and may not need more than that. 

Here’s our list of 20 potential additions for the Rangers: 

Forwards 

Ivan Barbashev, LW, Blues 

Stats: 49 GP, 8G, 15A, 23P 

Contract: $2.25-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Barbashev is a year removed from a career-best 26-goal season 
and is still only 27. The Blues have only missed the playoffs once in the 
last decade and aren’t completely out of it now, but word is that GM Doug 
Armstrong is listening on just about everyone on his roster heading 
toward the deadline. There are bigger names than Barbashev available 
out of St. Louis but Barbashev fits best — he can play up or down the 
lineup, spots in on special teams and has enough of an edge to be a 
presence when he’s not scoring. 

Cons: He plays mostly left wing and the Rangers are pretty well stocked 
there. His 23.4 shooting percentage last season has cooled considerably, 
so he may not be as big a goal-scoring threat as 2021-22 says he was. 
He’s due a sizable raise next season and if the cost is higher than a 
second-rounder, that might be steep for a player on a 14-goal pace. 

Vladimir Tarasenko, RW, Blues 

Stats: 36 GP, 10-19-29 

Contract: $7.5-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Tarasenko is still an elite scorer despite some injury issues over 
the last few seasons, including a hand injury that he just returned from. 
He’s also a proven playoff performer — he’s had six or more goals in four 
different trips to the playoffs over the last seven Blues postseasons — 
and a left shot scoring threat who could work well with Panarin on the 
opposite wing. The Rangers would have to shuffle the deck on their top 
power-play unit, but it’d be worth it for this guy. Tarasenko has a full no-
trade clause and would have to approve a trade to the Rangers, so 
maybe there’s a way to keep the cost low on a deal, but that’s a long 
shot. 

Cons: His $7.5-million cap hit would require some retention by the Blues 
and/or a contract going the other way and there aren’t many to lose off 
the Rangers roster. The trade cost would certainly include one of the 
Rangers’ first-round picks and there isn’t any cap space to try and sign 
Tarasenko beyond this season unless Drury wants to perform some 
major roster surgery in the offseason. It would be a big swing and would 
come at a big cost. 

Ryan O’Reilly, C, Blues 

Stats: 37 GP. 10-6-16 

Contract: $7.5-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Just the sort of player you win with when he’s healthy, which 
O’Reilly isn’t right now but should be around the deadline. You’re not 
acquiring O’Reilly for his scoring prowess, though he’s a point-per-game 
playoff scorer with the Blues. He brings the sort of intangibles and 
pedigree that the Rangers don’t have in their veterans. 

Cons: That broken foot he’s currently out with might make Drury hesitate 
to pay the trade cost, which could be higher than Tarasenko’s — there 
will be plenty of action on the Blues captain, who does not have trade 
protection. O’Reilly probably isn’t an ideal fit with Panarin and a trade for 
him likely bumps Chytil to the wing, which isn’t ideal given the season 
Chytil’s having. 

Timo Meier, RW, Sharks 

Stats: 49 GP, 28-20-48 

Contract: $6-million cap hit, pending RFA 

Pros: Who wouldn’t want a 28-goal guy on the roster? Having a standout 
season even as the Sharks sink in the Western Conference standings. 
Now that Bo Horvat has been shipped to the Islanders, Meier is the prize 
of this deadline season — and he even plays the right side, where the 
Rangers have the biggest need. Again, Gerard Gallant would have to 
juggle his top power-play unit; also again, would be totally worth it. 

Cons: The cost will be higher than for any other player on this list and, if 
by some miracle Drury can find a way to sign Meier to his desired 
contract — 7-8 years around $8.5-million, it’s believed — how many 
more assets does Drury have to offload in the summer to make that fit? 

Patrick Kane, RW, Hawks 

Stats: 44 GP, 9-23-32 

Contract: $10.5-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: BFFs with Panarin, so there’s no concern about chemistry. One of 
the elite distributors and playmakers of this generation and has produced 
well even through Chicago’s downturn. He has full control of his trade 
destination and has always been interested in the Rangers. 

Cons: Seems like the whole league knows now that Kane needs hip 
surgery. If he doesn’t shut down the season and get the surgery soon to 
be ready for free agency and 2023-24, he’s going to be damaged goods. 
If he only wants to come to the Rangers, Drury could see if a low-ball 
offer gets accepted. But it’s hard to see how Kane is the centerpiece of 
anyone’s deadline plans now and even a last-minute deal would require 
major finessing due to his cap hit. 

Tyler Bertuzzi, LW, Red Wings 
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Stats: 16 GP, 1-4-5 

Contract: $4.75-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Certainly brings an elite combination of skill and attitude, he still 
hasn’t played in a playoff game to show what he can do there. Can play 
either wing, with the sort of versatility the Rangers would need to find 
room for with a new addition in the top nine. Injury-plagued season so far 
but he’s getting back to health at the right time. 

Cons: Wings GM Steve Yzerman isn’t known for making bad deals, so 
there would be a decent cost to add Bertuzzi, who likely is just a rental. 
The Wings are still theoretically in the East playoff hunt, so they may not 
sell until closer to the deadline and Bertuzzi will be popular if he’s 
available. 

Oskar Sundqvist, RW, Red Wings 

Stats: 39 GP, 7-11-18 

Contract: $2.75-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: A big winger who plays in all situations for Detroit, he can be a 
steadier presence in the bottom six than what the Rangers currently 
have. Shouldn’t be a high price tag attached either. 

Cons: Just 11 even-strength points this season, which is something the 
Rangers can already get from an assortment of depth forwards. 

Gustav Nyquist, RW, Blue Jackets 

Stats: 48 GP, 10-12-22 

Contract: $5.5-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Still has some game at age 33 and can do a little bit of everything 
— versatility was a big factor in the moves Drury made last year at the 
deadline and he will surely be looking for forwards who can play 
wherever and whenever this time around too. Still skates well and has 
become a dependable checking forward in his later NHL years. 

Cons: Is already drawing interest from teams, so that could make the 
cost to acquire Nyquist higher than what he’s worth to the Rangers. Plus 
they need Columbus to retain salary to make a deal work, perhaps 
adding some cost. 

Nick Ritchie, LW, Coyotes 

Stats: 46 GP, 8-12-20 

Contract: $2.5-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Big body who isn’t afraid to throw his weight around or cause some 
chaos in front of the opposing net. Hasn’t returned to his decent-scoring 
early days in Anaheim in quite a few years but seems to know his role 
better as a middle-sixer who can score a bit and agitate a bit. 

Cons: Another left wing who would require some shuffling among the 
current group, even in the bottom six. Only four EV goals this season and 
he’ll get next to zero PP time with the Rangers. 

Adam Erne, LW, Red Wings 

Stats: 42 GP, 6-8-14 

Contract: $2.1-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Another big winger who can beef up the bottom six without too big 
a cost attached. Never been much of a scorer but knows the role. 

Cons: Struggled to stay in the lineup with a mediocre Wings team, so 
may not be the ideal add to this team. 

Tyler Motte, C, Senators 

Stats: 32 GP, 3-6-9 

Contract: $1.35-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Drury and the Rangers certainly know what he brings, having 
traded for him last year. Doesn’t bring much size but has a high motor 
and can be effective in a limited role. Cap hit is low and trade cost won’t 
be high, so Rangers could add Motte and easily add someone else. 

Cons: Injury bug, which bit him soon after the Rangers got him, has 
cropped up again, as he’s been out since Christmas with a broken finger. 

Nick Bonino, C, Sharks 

Stats: 46 GP, 8-816 

Contract: $2.05-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Wily veteran can still play at 34, takes some draws, kills penalties 
and overall provides a steady presence in the middle of the bottom six. 
Could be an ideal 4C for a stretch run and the postseason. 

Cons: Decent-sized cap hit to absorb for a player who might not see 
more than 10-12 minutes a night. 

Nick Cousins, C, Panthers 

Stats: 47 GP, 5-12-17 

Contract: $1.1-million, signed through 2023-24 

Pros: High motor, extra-pesky forward who can play all different positions 
and contribute offensively in limited minutes. Only forward on this list 
who’s not a pending UFA but his miniscule cap hit this season and next 
could make him the 4C beyond this year for an affordable cost. 

Cons: The Panthers are in a weird spot — even if they’re not going to 
make the playoffs, they need to keep from sinking into the lottery to avoid 
giving the Canadiens (who own Florida’s first-rounder) two tickets for 
Connor Bedard. So Florida may not be moving anyone out. 

Noel Acciari, C, Blues 

Stats: 49 GP, 10-8-18 

Contract: $1.25-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Veteran center who’s had some productive seasons. Another 4C 
candidate who could be had for a low cost and provide some steady 
depth. 

Cons: Not exactly a speedster and the Rangers already have Ryan 
Carpenter in the system to provide what Acciari could. 

Nick Bjugstad, C, Coyotes 

Stats: 49 GP, 11-10-21 

Contract: $900,000 cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Eye-opening season for a veteran whose best years seemed long 
behind him. Certainly affordable and has plenty of skill to go with his size 
and versatility. 

Cons: The price is so right there likely will be many, many suitors, making 
this potential low-cost add not so low-cost. 

Defensemen 

Vladislav Gavrikov, LHD, Blue Jackets 

Stats: 47 GP, 3-7-10 

Contract: $2.8-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: One of the best defensemen on the market right now, he’ll be in 
high demand and for good reason — the sort of steady, skilled guy you 
want this time of year. If the Rangers hit any injury problems on defense, 
Gavrikov might be worth the cost, which at this point is a first-rounder 
plus a mid-round pick, according to reports. 

Cons: If the Rangers hit any injury problems on defense between now 
and March 3, Gavrikov may not be enough to solve their problem. 
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Niko Mikkola, LHD, Blues 

Stats: 48 GP, 0-3-3 

Contract: $1.9-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: No-flash, no-fuss style would be ideal for the Rangers’ third pair. 
An upgrade over what the Rangers have now, even with Harpur playing a 
very capable game. 

Cons: Mikkola’s an upgrade for a lot of teams, so he will be in demand if 
the Blues move him. 

Dmitry Kulikov, LHD, Ducks 

Stats: 49 GP, 2-8-10 

Contract: $2.25-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: He’s been around — boy, has he been around. Next team will be 
his sixth in less than four seasons. Can skate pretty well and his numbers 
aren’t bad playing over 20 minutes a night on a terrible Ducks team. 

Cons: Has never exactly shined in the playoff spotlight. 

Nick Holden, LHD, Senators 

Stats: 42 GP, 1-6-7 

Contract: $1.3-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: An old friend! Was a Ranger from 2016-2018, showed some 
decent offense back then. Never been the staunchest in his own end, but 
he can skate and give you some capable minutes. 

Cons: Did we mention the defending part? If the Rangers feel the need to 
bring in a veteran seventh defenseman, could do worse than Holden. 

Justin Braun, RHD, Flyers 

Stats: 33 GP, 0-0-0 

Contract: $1-million cap hit, pending UFA 

Pros: Old friend take two! Braun did what was asked when the Rangers 
brought him in for almost nothing last year. He’d likely be asked to do 
even less this time around and he knows the players and the system. 

Cons: He’s not a regular on Philly’s leaky D, so that may be where his 
game is at these days. 
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NHL trade deadline: 12 under-the-radar bargains for Stanley Cup 
contenders to consider 

 

Corey Masisak  

 

The Canucks and Islanders kicked NHL trade deadline season into high 
gear on Monday with the Bo Horvat trade. But with the deadline 31 days 
away, looking around the league you’ll see a lack of salary cap space 
available which may hinder teams from making deals. 

Seventeen teams are currently utilizing long-term injury reserve to make 
the club cap compliant, per CapFriendly. The amount of space those 
teams are going to have available if needed to make trades before the 
March 3 deadline is dependent on if and when some of the injured 
players return. 

Contending teams still want to make trades to improve their clubs before 
March 3. Rebuilding teams still want to sell off veteran players to collect 
assets. But how much the player costs against the cap will be as much of 
a factor as how much it costs in assets to acquire him. 

With that in mind, The List is going to look at some players who might be 
under-the-radar trade targets. The players likely have an intriguing 
analytical profile, but most importantly they come with a small cap hit. 

1. Alexander Barabanov, F, San Jose Sharks 

The Sharks have a collection of veterans on reasonable contracts who 
have all performed pretty well this season (individually) in support of their 
star players. You could populate half of this list with them. 

The question is how many of them will first-year general manager Mike 
Grier actually be willing to move. The focus has been on Erik Karlsson 
and Timo Meier, but Grier could make several GMs happy if he is willing 
to make some of his veterans on cheap deals with term available like 
Nico Sturm and Matt Benning. 

Barabanov is at $2.5 million for this season and next. The Athletic’s Dom 
Luszczyszyn and Shayna Goldman have his market value at nearly twice 
that ($4.9 million). He’s on pace for 50-plus points this season, and he’s 
shown that his output isn’t entirely tied to being the third guy next to 
Meier and Tomas Hertl, like he was for much of last season. He could be 
a strong fit for someone looking for a complementary addition to one of 
their top two lines. 

2. Noel Acciari, F, St. Louis Blues 

Acciari missed a big chunk of last season, but a fresh start in St. Louis 
has suited him pretty well. He’s got 10 goals and 18 points in 50 games 
and leads Blues forwards in short-handed time on ice. He’s going to 
check plenty of boxes for potential contenders — wins 54 percent of his 
faceoffs, has experience with a deep playoff run (2019 with Boston) and 
has a reputation as a sound two-way player. 

The contract is also a big plus. Acciari is a pending UFA with a $1.25 
million cap hit. Even teams with extremely limited space can make that 
work. 

3. Karel Vejmelka, G, Arizona Coyotes 

The goaltending market ahead of a trade deadline can be weird. Some 
teams don’t like trying to add a starter this late in the season. 

Vejmelka could be worth it. He’s eighth in the NHL in Money Puck’s goals 
saved above expected, and the seven guys ahead of him are all current 
or recent Vezina Trophy contenders. The raw numbers don’t always look 
great for Vejmelka, but the play in front of him is often lacking. 

Are the Coyotes willing to move him? Is there a contending team willing 
to see if he can be a difference-maker for them? His cap hit is great for a 
starter/No. 1A guy at $2.725 million, but there are two more years on the 
deal as well. 

4. Ivan Barbashev, F, St. Louis Blues 

Barbashev could be a fascinating deadline target as a pending UFA. He 
had a breakout season last year with 26 goals and 60 points, but isn’t 
producing at that rate in 2022-23. Some teams could also be concerned 
by his lack of playoff punch (no goals, two points in 19 games since the 
Stanley Cup run and just three goals in 50 career playoff contests). 

But he’s also been worth 2.8 GAR this year and has a contract ($2.25 
million) that he can pretty easily provide surplus value on with a strong 
month in a new environment. 

5. Colin Blackwell, F, Chicago Blackhawks 

Max Domi is a reasonably priced ($3 million cap hit) pending UFA with 14 
goals and 35 points. Easy choice for this exercise, right? His underlying 
numbers, particularly on the defensive side of the puck, are really bad. 
He feels like a deadline addition that eventually ends up being a healthy 
scratch once the new coach decides he can’t be trusted. 
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Blackwell is even more reasonably priced ($1.2 million this year and 
next). He has not produced for Chicago, but he has been a solid bottom-
six forward at previous stops. His secret superpower is drawing 
penalties, and not taking them himself. Blackwell leads Chicago with 14 
penalties drawn, including 13 at five-on-five. He’s also taken just three. 

A fourth-line forward who can also play on the PK is helpful. One who 
helps put the team on the power play is an added bonus. 

6. Nick Bjugstad, F, Arizona Coyotes 

Bjugstad is having a nice bounce-back season with an increased role for 
the Coyotes. He has 11 goals and 21 points while averaging 16:45 of ice 
time per game, which would be the highest of his career. 

He’s not going to play that much on a contender, but as a pending UFA 
with a $900,000 cap hit, he should draw some attention. Bjugstad is 
huge, can play center or wing, and The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn and 
Shayna Goldman have his current market value at $3.3 million. 

Their player card likes his defense more than his offense, while Evolving 
Hockey’s goals above replacement likes Bjugstad’s even strength play 
(+4.6 GAR) a lot more than his special teams (-3.0 GAR). The Coyotes 
have outscored teams 29-23 at five-on-five with him on the ice and 
they’re obviously pretty bad (minus-29) without him. Seems like a lesser 
role for a contender could suit him pretty well. 

7. Nick Bonino, F, San Jose Sharks 

Bonino has had a couple of notable scoring droughts this season, but 
he’s also still at a 15-goal pace. He’s one of the top penalty killers on one 
of the top PK units in the NHL. Bonino also has playoff bona fides, 
beyond just the one magical run as the center of Pittsburgh’s “HBK” line. 

He is a pending UFA, and his cap hit is at $2.05 million. He’s been worth 
2.8 goals above replacement, per Evolving Hockey. Any contender that 
wants another No. 3 or 4 center and some PK help will likely be on the 
phone with the Sharks. 

8. Sam Lafferty, F, Chicago Blackhawks 

Lafferty is a pretty simple trade deadline target. Kills penalties, has some 
positional versatility, costs $1.15 million this season and next. His 
underlying numbers don’t look great, but they are OK relative to his 
teammates on a bad team. 

Fans aren’t going to proclaim their team a trade deadline winner if 
Lafferty joins the club, but he can help someone’s forward depth. 

9. Sam Montembeault, G, Montreal Canadiens 

There are several cost-effective goalies that could be available at this 
deadline. Montembeault has appeared in 22 games this season, but he’s 
11th in the NHL in goals saved above expected, per Money Puck. 

This is the best form of Montembeault’s NHL career. He’s got a .925 
save percentage over his past nine games in a league where that level of 
goaltending has been hard to come by this season. He’s at $1 million for 
this year and next. Is there a team out there with a goalie coach who is a 
Montembault believer … perhaps a bubble team that could use better 
netminding from its 1B option? 

10. Nick Seeler, D, Philadelphia Flyers 

Seeler leads the Flyers in goals above replacement (10.1) and the guys 
with 30-plus games played in expected goals for percentage (51.85 
percent). He’s also a 29-year-old defenseman who has 99 career NHL 
games and plays less than 15 minutes a night on the third pairing for a 
below-average team. 

A potentially nice addition who has unlocked something in Philadelphia? 
Or a guy whose advanced numbers don’t tell the whole story? He’s at 
$775,000 for this season and next if a contending team wanted a closer 
look between now and the playoffs. 

11. Gavin Bayreuther, D. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Vladislav Gavrikov plays a lot of minutes and has a manageable cap hit 
($2.8 million). But there is some serious buyer beware from an analytical 
perspective with him, plus it looks like teams are going to pay a lot in 
asset value for him. 

So let’s mention the other UFA defenseman in Columbus. Like White, 
he’s not someone who is going to be a No. 5 guy for a playoff team. But 
he does have 64 games over the past two seasons of being mostly OK 
despite playing for a bad team (his expected goals percentage led 
Columbus’ defensemen in 2021-22). At $750,000 as a pending UFA, a 
contender with injury issues on defense could do worse than play him for 
15-16 minutes over the next couple of months. 

12. Colton White, D, Anaheim Ducks  

Trying to find a bargain on the Ducks roster is … tough. Anaheim has five 
players that have been worth one win or more above replacement this 
year, per Evolving Hockey. Three are young guys who won’t be 
available. Two are high-priced guys who aren’t a bargain unless there is 
significant retention by the Ducks. 

White is an interesting depth defenseman. He’s played 20 games for the 
Ducks and his underlying numbers, relative to his teammates, are solid. 
White was an intriguing prospect in New Jersey, but never really found a 
consistent spot in the lineup (though he also never played that poorly, 
either). He’s also been worth nearly a win (0.8 GAR) despite only playing 
in about 40 percent of their games. 

He’s on a two-way contract at $762,500 for this season and next. Is a 
contender going to add him intending to play him on the third pairing in 
the playoffs? Probably not. Could he be someone who helps an injured 
defense corps now and is a decent emergency option in May? Maybe. 
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NHL99: Dominik Hasek mastered goaltending with a preposterous 
approach 

 

Tim Graham  

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Photographs were prohibited. 

With so many fans in line to get Dominik Hasek’s signature, Dave & 
Adam’s Card World in suburban Buffalo couldn’t allow repeated 
disruptions. The rule was necessary to save the save percentage king 
from himself. He doesn’t simply squiggle his autograph over and over. He 
meticulously scrutinizes almost each item a fan presents him, might even 
insist upon sharing a story about it, considers just the right color to make 
the marker pop and endorses the perfect spot. 

“Oh, this is mine for sure,” Hasek said, grinning as he examined how he’d 
taped a broken, red-and-black Bauer stick some 25 years earlier. 

Before signing a lithograph of Buffalo Sabres legends who played in 
Memorial Auditorium, he insisted on naming everyone first. When he 
began to opine why Alexander Mogilny and Dale Hawerchuk weren’t 
included, show organizers sighed audibly and snickered to themselves — 
yet another stoppage. 

Whether in the crease or out in public, you can’t get anything past Hasek. 

Then came Kyle Tedesco, darting into the slot. The 34-year-old Sabres 
fan didn’t have an item to autograph. He plopped his 18-month-old son 
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onto the table and backed away for the shot. “Oh, geez!” Hasek 
exclaimed and instinctively reached out to freeze the puckish scene. 

“They strictly said no pictures, but I didn’t care,” Tedesco said. “I needed 
this photo.” 

Dominik Tedesco was named after his father’s hockey hero. There the 
toddler sat confused in his blue-and-gold Sabres ballcap, red-and-black 
zipper fleece and khakis. Hasek beamed. For Kyle, it was a full-circle 
moment. He was 11 when he posed with Hasek at a Sabres Carnival. 

“There wasn’t anything like him before or anything like him since,” 
Tedesco said. “He was of another breed. He said, ‘I’m going to do it my 
way and change the way people play goalie.’ ” 

Dominik Hasek and Dominik Tedesco. (Photo courtesy Kyle Tedesco) 

Other goaltenders have won more championships and recorded more 
shutouts, but nobody mastered the job like Hasek. 

The Dominator was unprecedented in style and substance. The lone 
goaltender to win back-to-back Hart Trophies also flip-flopped his way to 
six Vezina Trophies, two Stanley Cup championships with the Red Wings 
and a spectacular gold medal in the most loaded Olympic tournament. 

“The nights before we played him,” said former Flyers left wing John 
LeClair, “I was up the night before thinking, ‘What am I going to do to 
score on this guy?’ 

“He got into a lot of players’ heads. When we played Buffalo, we spent a 
lot more time on the goalie situation than we did other teams. ‘Try this … 
try to get him to do this … maybe try this.’ But you could scout all you 
wanted, and it didn’t matter because he was so unpredictable.” 

LeClair conjured a new way to beat Hasek in the 2000 postseason. 
LeClair was credited with a fake goal after his shot went through a hole in 
the side of the net. Ten months earlier was Brett Hull’s “No Goal,” the 
skate-in-the-crease overtime winner in 1999 for the Stanley Cup. 

Shooters sometimes simply had to cheat. Hasek’s 2.20 career goals-
against average is the NHL’s lowest since World War II, and his .922 
save percentage ranks highest. He led the league in shutouts four times 
and in save percentage six straight years. 

“Hasek wanted to stop every puck, no matter what,” LeClair said. “It 
didn’t matter if he had a chance or not; he always thought he should have 
stopped it.” 

From a sport in which few become American household names, 
especially in the late 1990s, Hasek’s flamboyant magnitude landed him 
the starring role in a Mastercard commercial. Leg pads? $1,500. Glove? 
$400. Goalie mask? $400. “Having a Slinky for a spine? Priceless.” 

Otherworldly flexibility was only part of his mystique. A spindly 5-foot-11 
and less than 170 pounds, he filled the net with his quickness, 
competitiveness and fearlessness. 

“By now, Dom is 6-3 or 6-4 and 155 pounds!” Martin Biron, Hasek’s 
former teammate, said. “He gets taller and skinnier over the years. 

“He has achieved legendary status, where stories are being told that 
aren’t true but people still believe. You don’t hear that about Patrick Roy 
or Marty Brodeur so much. But you hear all these stories about Dom 
because he was so unique and great.” 

Larger than life, he relied upon every bit of his scrawny frame, every wit 
of research, every stitch of padding to deny his opponents. He would 
ditch his stick to cover the puck with his blocker hand. Forehead saves 
were on purpose. 

Biron: “I still remember watching him do the scorpion kick save on the 
goal line, and you’re thinking, ‘How is that even possible?'” 

LeClair: “He might poke check one time, stay back in his net the next. He 
might stack the pads. You never knew what you were going to get.” 

Red Wings coach Scotty Bowman: “He was one of the first goalies that 
would, when the puck was coming down the ice, come out of his net. It 
looked dangerous, but he very seldom ever got caught with it. He’d just 
clear the puck over the blue line.” 

Tedesco: “He was so aggressive. He would challenge the puck and 
barrel roll back into the play. The slinky saves … it just doesn’t get any 
more iconic.” 

Given his preposterous approach, maybe we can excuse hockey experts 
for not knowing what they were looking at. 

The Blackhawks drafted Hasek in the 10th round, 199th, in 1983, when 
Czechoslovakians were trapped behind the Iron Curtain. Even though he 
played in the Czech Extraliga at 16 years old, was named its top goalie 
five times and MVP three times, you had to squint long and hard to 
imagine NHL greatness. 

The 1989 Velvet Revolution finally permitted him to join the Blackhawks 
organization, but he mostly sat behind future Hall of Famer Ed Belfour 
and backup Jimmy Waite. 

Greatness wasn’t on Hasek’s mind. Not yet anyway. 

“When I first came to the NHL, I just wanted to make the team,” Hasek 
said. 

Hasek got to experience playoff hockey thanks to Blackhawks coach 
Mike Keenan’s infamous impatience with goaltenders. On the verge of 
being swept by the Pittsburgh Penguins in the 1992 Stanley Cup Final, 
Keenan pulled Belfour 6:33 into Game 4. 

Hasek’s countryman, Pittsburgh sniper Jaromir Jagr, was less than 
enthused with the switch. 

“We didn’t know who the hell Hasek was because he’d hardly played,” 
said Bowman, the Penguins’ coach at the time. “Jagr wasn’t a very vocal 
player, but between periods he stood up and told our team, ‘Hey, let’s not 
take this for granted. We don’t want to face this guy going forward. You 
guys don’t know him, but I do. He’s a great goalie. He just hasn’t been 
given a chance.'” 

Hasek was magnificent. He made a remarkable shaft save on Kevin 
Stevens, stopped a pair of Mario Lemieux breakaways and skated 50 
feet out of his net to disrupt a Stevens break. But he allowed four goals 
on 25 shots, and the Penguins lifted the Cup. 

Most of the NHL world remained unsold. 

Four months later, the Blackhawks traded Hasek to the Sabres. Officially, 
the deal was for goaltender Stephane Beauregard and a fourth-round 
draft choice. In reality, a three-team agreement helped the Jets 
circumvent NHL rules to protect Beauregard from the 1992 expansion 
draft. The Blackhawks sent Beauregard back to the Jets for former 
Sabres center Christian Ruuttu, whom Keenan thought he had for Hasek 
a few months earlier at the trade deadline. 

“Despite Hasek’s impressive numbers,” the Chicago Tribune reported of 
the trade, “the Hawks privately question his heart and desire.” 

Being traded for Ruuttu and a draft choice that became four-time 30-goal 
scorer Eric Daze sounds better for Chicago than a backup goalie and a 
mid-round pick — but slightly. 

Then, one year later, the Sabres left Hasek unprotected in the 1993 
expansion draft. Clubs were allowed to withhold only one goaltender, and 
the Sabres selected Grant Fuhr. The Panthers and Mighty Ducks chose 
six other goalies instead of Hasek: John Vanbiesbrouck, Guy Hebert, 
Glenn Healy, Mark Fitzpatrick, Daren Puppa and Ron Tugnutt. 

Remorse descended upon NHL general managers soon enough. Fuhr 
suffered an injury, and Hasek’s dominance blossomed with the 
opportunity. 
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“I started to see my name in the statistical rankings,” Hasek said, “and 
that’s when I first started to realize that if I have this job, I might as well 
be the best at it. 

“It wasn’t easy to think that way always. When I started to get shutouts, 
we would have coaches and people in the dressing room yelling, ‘Let’s 
get another shutout tonight!’ And I’m thinking, ‘F—! I’m just trying to focus 
on playing this game!’ 

“At that stage of my career, no matter what I did the night before, I had to 
prove it again tomorrow.” 

His first season as a full-timer ended with a 1.95 goals-against average, 
the NHL’s lowest in two decades. He earned his first Vezina Trophy and 
was Hart Trophy runner-up. 

He was an afterthought no longer. 

Perhaps one of Hasek’s most sensational stretches — and that’s saying 
a lot — occurred after a raggedy start to 1997-98. Sabres fans turned on 
him for his outspoken role in the offseason soap opera that chased GM 
John Muckler and reigning Jack Adams Award-winning coach Ted Nolan. 

But Hasek eventually blocked out the boos and almost every puck. Over 
a 19-game stretch in November and December, he amassed seven 
shutouts. He had five shutouts the entire previous season when he was 
MVP. 

Bowman compared Hasek’s preparation and hockey IQ to that of 
Jacques Plante and said Ken Dryden is the only other goaltender he can 
recall who wanted to practice as much as Hasek did. 

“I watched him in practice,” Former Sabre Ryan Miller said. “He would 
never know I was there. I went to the rink when I was (at Michigan State) 
still or juniors, just happened to be at the rink, and Hasek’s warming up 
for a game or they had a practice. I’m just watching the guy practice, and 
it was inspirational.” 

The morning after Hasek made 70 saves in a four-overtime, 1-0 victory 
against the Devils in the 1994 playoffs, he was back on ice. 

If any lingering doubts remained about Hasek’s preeminence after he 
established himself in Buffalo, what he did at the 1998 Olympics silenced 
all. 

In what he considers his greatest athletic achievement because of what it 
meant back home, he willed the Czech Republic to the gold medal. He 
posted a 0.97 goals-against average and .961 save percentage, allowing 
two whole goals over the final games against the U.S., Canada and 
Russia. 

In the semifinal shootout, he outdueled Patrick Roy by snuffing Theoren 
Fleury, Ray Bourque, Joe Nieuwendyk, Eric Lindros and Brendan 
Shanahan. The geopolitical symbolism of the final sent his compatriots 
over the brink. 

At an Old Town Square rally, 70,000 Czechs chanted “Hasek to the 
Castle!” What did they mean? The president’s office is in Prague Castle. 

Flash forward a quarter century, and the erudite Hasek actually 
contemplates politics. He majored in history while earning a teaching 
degree at the University of Hradec Kralove. 

But in 1998, he had plenty more to give as the world’s greatest 
goaltender. Some would call him the finest player regardless of position. 

”He doesn’t have a weakness, and you don’t know what he’s going to 
do,” Wayne Gretzky told the New York Times in March 1998. “That adds 
to it. There’s no book on him. You can usually look at a goalie and say 
you can go here or there. You can’t say that with Dominik.” 

Personal awards kept coming throughout his Buffalo days, but the 
biggest team honor proved too elusive to stick around. 

Debates over the greatest goalie of all time always include the Stanley 
Cup caveat. Roy owned four. Brodeur had a couple by then and looked 
like a perennial contender for years to come. 

The Sabres, meanwhile, reached the 1999 Stanley Cup Final as the 
seventh seed. They were overachievers. Within a couple seasons, owner 
John Rigas and GM Darcy Regier were pinching pennies. A contract 
standoff caused Sabres captain and Selke Award winner Michael Peca 
not to play in 2000-01. Buffalo had a one-year team option on Hasek’s 
contract for 2001-02, but he held the leverage. 

“I wanted to go to a team that had a chance to win the Cup,” Hasek said. 
“I knew this team would not get better. I had a feeling that I could not do 
more to bring this team to win the Cup. I forced Darcy to trade me, and 
my only goal was to win the Cup with the Red Wings.” 

At 37 years old, Hasek wasn’t a passenger. He led the NHL in wins, 
something he never accomplished with Buffalo, where he couldn’t win a 
goalie Triple Crown despite owning the other two stats for so long. He 
added a 2.17 goals-against average and a .915 save percentage. 

In the 2002 Western Conference finals, the rival against whom Hasek 
was always measured, Patrick Roy, pushed the Colorado Avalanche to a 
3-2 series lead and headed back to Denver. 

“Patrick was tough to play against,” Bowman said, “because you’re in the 
playoffs and you’re looking at the other end at a guy with all those Cups. 
But Hasek shut them out 2-0 on their ice and shut them out again in 
Detroit. That takes a lot of moxie.” 

In the Stanley Cup Final, the Hurricanes took Game 1 in overtime, but 
the Red Wings won the next four. Hasek broke an NHL record with his 
sixth shutout of the postseason. 

His quest for a Stanley Cup was complete. 

“It was definitely a relief,” Hasek said. “You feel like the happiest person 
in the world because, with 30 teams in the NHL, you might get only that 
one chance and don’t know if you’ll ever get that chance again.” 

Those concerns were validated as his career slowed. Age, physical 
breakdowns, dabbling with retirement, the season-long lockout … all 
reminded Hasek that merely joining a loaded organization guarantees 
nothing. He didn’t play in another postseason game for five years. 

Hasek signed with the Ottawa Senators for 2005-06. By December, when 
he departed for the Olympics, he was 28-10-4 with a 2.09 goals-against 
average and a .925 save percentage. But in Turin, he suffered an 
adductor injury that sidelined him the rest of the NHL campaign. The 
Eastern Conference’s top seed was eliminated in the second round. 

He eventually won another title in 2008, his final NHL season. He took a 
backup role to Chris Osgood that postseason, but earned his second 
Stanley Cup engraving. The veteran goalies rotated during the regular 
season, and with Hasek starting 40 games, took the Jennings Trophy for 
fewest goals allowed. 

In the summer of 1999, Hasek announced the upcoming season would 
be his last. He changed his mind, of course, but the possibility returned 
as a threat in 2001, when he demanded Rigas and Regier trade him. 

Hasek eventually would prove as amenable to retirement as Sugar Ray 
Leonard. He announced his retirement after winning the Stanley Cup in 
2002, but could stay away for only one season. After Hasek retired from 
the NHL in 2008, he played for HC Eaton Pardubice in the Czech 
Republic and Spartak Moscow in Russia. He finally stopped at 46 years 
old. 

So would he really have retired if the Sabres refused to trade him? 

“It’s a good question,” Hasek said with a loud laugh. “I don’t know. I said 
that to Darcy and ownership, but we were talking about it in June. If a 
trade won’t happen, then who knows? There were two more months to 
think about it. I might feel completely different in August. 
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“I came back twice because I missed hockey and felt like I could still do 
it, so … yeah.” 

Hasek laughed some more. 

The next question quieted him, but he didn’t stop beaming as he poked 
at some breakfast. It was about his legacy, and not just the number of 
boys and men named Dominik throughout Western New York. In a hotel 
conference room that overlooked Buffalo’s inner harbor and the vacant 
plot that used to be Memorial Auditorium, he pondered the topic for 26 
seconds before summoning an answer. 

“I get this question many, many times, and I don’t always know how to 
answer,” Hasek said. “For me, it’s the best feeling to have your 
teammates know, with me in the net, they had a chance to win any 
game. It doesn’t matter who we face. I was the guy my teammates 
always believed maybe could do the impossible and win whatever, 
whenever. 

“It’s a bigger disappointment when you lose the game, but I got many 
chances to prove that I can pay back my teammates’ faith in me to win. 
That came with great responsibility, and I loved it.” 
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2023 NHL Draft prospects: Connor Bedard leads Corey Pronman’s 
midseason ranking 

 

Corey Pronman  

 

With the World Junior Championship in the rearview mirror, it is now 
2023 NHL Draft season. In case you haven’t heard, Regina center 
Connor Bedard had a historic tournament, adding to his already 
tremendous resume. Bedard is the clear top prospect in this draft class 
and a potential franchise-changing player. 

In November, I wrote that Michigan center Adam Fantilli was closing the 
gap with Bedard. While accurate based on what I was hearing from 
league sources at the time, I understand how that looks somewhat funny 
in hindsight. The gap between No. 1 and No. 2 is quite significant in this 
draft at the moment. The gap between No. 4 and No. 5 in this draft, 
though, is arguably just as wide. The 2023 NHL Draft possesses four 
outstanding prospects at the top in Bedard, Fantilli, Leo Carlsson and 
Matvei Michkov, names that would have challenged or been the favorite 
for the No. 1 overall pick in a number of other recent drafts. 

The 2023 NHL Draft currently is a forward-heavy draft and a west-heavy 
draft. Only two defensemen are listed in my top 15. Five players playing 
in Western Canada are in the top 15. The 2023 NHL Draft looks like an 
above-average draft, mostly driven by the premium talent in the top four. 
After them the body of the draft looks mostly standard to other drafts in 
terms of depth and quality. We are still only in January; a lot will change 
over the coming months as the draft process ramps up. 

Ranked players are placed into tiers and given tool grades. Tool grades 
are based on a scale with six separate levels, with an eye toward how 
this attribute would grade in the NHL (poor, below average, average, 
above average, high-end and elite). “Average” on this scale means the 
tool projects as NHL average, which is meant as a positive, not a 
criticism. Skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete for every 
projected NHL player are graded. Shot grades are only included if a shot 
is notably good or poor. 

Projected elite NHL player (Tier 1) 

1. Connor Bedard, C, Regina (WHL) 

Jul. 17, 2005 | 5′ 9.75″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 1 

Tier: Projected elite NHL player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Elite 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Elite 

Analysis: Coming off one of the best individual world juniors ever by a 
player, there is no doubt who leads this draft class. Bedard is a potential 
franchise-changing No. 1 prospect. His skill and shot are legit game-
breaking attributes. His ability to beat defenders one-on-one is among 
the best I’ve ever seen by a 17-year-old, and the pace at which he 
displays that elite skill is going to allow him to execute those types of 
skilled plays in the NHL. Bedard is a highly imaginative puckhandler and 
a very creative passer. That, combined with the fact his wrist shot is a 
top-tier NHL weapon from anywhere in the offensive zone, makes him a 
projected nightmare for NHL coaches to stop on the power play. The only 
downside to his game is his frame, which has some scouts wondering if 
he gets pushed off to the wing in the NHL. Given his success as a junior 
center, his strong skating and his high compete level, I think whoever 
drafts him will have to try him down the middle and move him to the wing 
if it doesn’t work. If he is a wing, he could still have a potential Patrick 
Kane/Nikita Kucherov type of impact on a franchise. 

New post @TheAthleticNHL: Standouts and disappointments at the 2023 
World Juniors https://t.co/m45jOMbiY2 

— Corey Pronman (@coreypronman) January 6, 2023 

Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star (Tier 2) 

2. Adam Fantilli, C, Michigan (BIG10) 

Oct. 12, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 2 

Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: High-end 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Fantilli’s world juniors was just OK, but he’s still having one of 
the best seasons ever in modern history by a first-year draft eligible in 
college. There’s so much to love about his NHL projection. He’s got a 
huge frame, skates well and competes hard. He wins a lot of battles and 
isn’t shy to use his big frame to lay out opponents. He has game-
breaking puck skills and will be able to beat NHL opponents regularly 
with his puckhandling, especially given his speed and wing span. His 
playmaking isn’t the main thing that gets you excited about his game, but 
Fantilli can make difficult passes and has strong enough sense. His shot 
is also a threat from range. He checks every box and projects as a No. 1 
center on a good NHL team. 

3. Matvei Michkov, RW, Sochi (RUSSIA) 

Dec. 9, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 3 

Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: High-end 
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Hockey sense: Elite 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Michkov hasn’t played a ton of hockey this season, but when 
he has, he’s looked his usual excellent self. He’s since being loaned from 
SKA to Sochi, where he’s getting regular KHL time and looks like he 
belongs at that level. He’s one of the most creative and intelligent 
offensive players I’ve seen in the last few years. He combines his 
incredible puck skills with a true elite goal-scoring instinct. He anticipates 
the play and attacks defenders differently than other forwards and always 
seems to find ways to figure into scoring chances despite not being the 
biggest or fastest. He can make plays at a high level, but Michkov is a 
finisher who will score a lot of goals as a pro. His skating is more elusive 
than fast and I wouldn’t call him a high-energy type, although he gets to 
the net to create. He’s signed in the KHL through the 2025-26 season. 

4. Leo Carlsson, C, Orebro (SWEDEN) 

Dec. 26, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 4 

Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: High-end 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Carlsson has looked excellent this season between the SHL 
and Sweden’s U20 team. He has elite skill, which when combined with 
his frame and a strong motor has allowed to him to be a very good player 
in a great league as a draft eligible. Carlsson routinely shows the ability 
to beat defenders with skill. He gets a ton of chances in the high-
percentage areas, both due to his skill and his willingness to attack the 
net. He’s an excellent playmaker as well with a very imaginative offensive 
mind who can run a pro power play. His only drawback is a lack of true 
separation speed. I’ve seen worse feet on a 6-foot-3 guy, but he won’t be 
turning NHL defensemen around. He’s listed as a center, and has 
dabbled at it at the J20 level, but for the most part over the last two years 
I’ve seen him play wing. 

Projected top-of-the-lineup player (Tier 3) 

5. William Smith, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 17, 2005 | 5′ 11.75″ | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 5 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: At the start of the season I would’ve said Smith would be the 
clear No. 1 prospect on this USNTDP club. I wouldn’t say that now, but 
Smith is still the guy and looks like a premium prospect. He is a dynamic 
offensive player who stands out every game with his talent. He has 
tremendous puck skills, vision and overall offensive creativity. He skates 
well and makes so many high-difficulty plays at a strong pace which 
lends well to his pro projection. Smith is a high-end passer who is also 
able to finish chances from the dots. The only real wart in his game is I 
wouldn’t call him an overly physical or competitive player, although I don’t 
think he lacks effort. 

6. David Reinbacher, D, Kloten (SWISS) 

Oct. 25, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 9 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Reinbacher has quickly drawn the interest of the NHL world 
with his very strong play in Switzerland’s top league, where he’s playing 
real minutes and scoring in a tough league as a draft eligible. He’s a 
mobile, 6-foot-2 right-shot defenseman who can contribute at both ends. 
Reinbacher’s gap control is strong, killing a lot of plays due to his feet. He 
can close on guys with his body too, and shows a high compete level to 
win back pucks. He’s able to both skate and pass pucks up ice. His 
offensive touch isn’t elite, but he has creativity with the puck and makes 
good decisions. There’s a lot of NHL in his game and he will be highly 
coveted in the draft. 

7. Eduard Sale, LW, Brno (CZECHIA) 

Mar. 10, 2005 | 6′ 2.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 7 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Sale has been up and down this season versus men in 
Czechia, but he was good with their U20 team and generally has looked 
very impressive over a long time span. Sale’s raw toolkit is very exciting. 
He’s 6 feet 2, skates quite well and has a ton of natural offensive abilities. 
He has the hands to beat NHL defensemen regularly and with his length 
and speed he’ll be able to drive play at even strength. Sale is a great 
passer who can run a power play well and hit seams at a strong clip. He 
can shoot the puck well enough but is better as a passer for me. His 
compete is OK. I wouldn’t call him a physical or high-energy type of 
player, but he shows enough courage to get to the net and doesn’t put in 
bad efforts regularly. 

8. Danil But, LW, Yaroslavl (RUSSIA) 

Feb. 15, 2005 | 6′ 5.0″ | 203 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 10 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: But has been one of the better forwards in Russia’s junior 
league over the last two seasons. He’s a large, highly skilled forward who 
can score. But makes a lot of crafty plays with the puck in small areas, 
and with his massive wingspan he’s able to pull pucks past a lot of 
checkers. He can both make and finish plays well, but he’s more of a 
goal scorer. But isn’t blazing fast, but for a 6-foot-5 guy he can motor up 
the ice quite well, and he’ll be able to power his way to the net off rushes 
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at higher levels. He gives a solid effort and is often involved in the play. 
Even though I don’t see a high-end trait other than his size, But checks 
every box and will help an NHL team win. 

Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player (Tier 4) 

9. Nate Danielson, C, Brandon (WHL) 

Sep. 27, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 11 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: After a slow start to the season, Danielson has looked a lot 
more like himself in recent months. He’s a well-rounded center who has a 
lot of NHL traits. He has the high-end skill and hockey sense to make a 
lot of plays inside the offensive zone, and also has the NHL body and 
skating ability to make you think he will be able to make those kinds of 
plays at higher levels. Danielson can drive the play and be relied on in 
any situation due to his brain, feet and compete down the middle. He’s a 
potential top-two line NHL center. 

10. Oliver Moore, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 22, 2005 | 5′ 11.0″ | 188 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 14 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: High-end 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Moore’s draft stock has continued to climb as the season has 
gone along. Part of that is due to how good he’s looked while not playing 
on the loaded top USNTDP line. Moore’s skating is electric and his edge 
work is NHL-elite caliber. He evades pressure so well and is able to go 
from a stop to a fast gear very quickly. He has very good hands to go 
with those feet and projects to get a ton of controlled zone entries in the 
NHL. I don’t think his playmaking is a major asset, but he can make 
some plays and looks comfortable on the power play both as a shooter 
and passer. Moore lacks size, but he’s a worker. He gets to the net, 
comes back hard on defense and coaches trust him in tough situations. 
He has a ton of NHL projectability. 

New post @TheAthleticNHL, A midseason update ranking the best NHL 
players and prospects under age 23https://t.co/H8H66aV780 

— Corey Pronman (@coreypronman) January 17, 2023 

11. Samuel Honzek, LW, Vancouver (WHL) 

Nov. 12, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 186 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 25 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Prior to a nasty injury suffered at the world juniors, Honzek’s 
game was trending in a very positive direction. In an already loaded WHL 
class, he was one of the top scorers in his first year in the league. His 
game is exciting from a pro projection standpoint. He’s a big forward who 
can skate well, which when combined with the offense he’s showing 
makes for a well-rounded player. I don’t think he’s amazing with the puck, 
but he has good hands and can make some tough plays. With his size, 
details and work ethic he can play any spot on a power play and is a 
solid defensive player too. He has all the tools of a future top-six forward. 

12. Zach Benson, LW, Winnipeg (WHL) 

May. 12, 2005 | 5′ 9.0″ | 160 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 12 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Analysis: Benson has been on fire over the last few months and a 
leading player for a top CHL club. He’s got a ton of skill and creativity, 
he’s one of the better passers in junior and projects to be a major asset 
on an NHL power play. Benson lacks ideal size at 5-foot-9, but he plays 
quite hard. He’s relentless in puck battles and wins his fair share of them. 
His frame, combined with a lack of separation speed, is a concern though 
for his NHL projection even though he’s got good quickness in tight. His 
great compete makes you comfortable he will find a way to overcome 
those issues though, especially when you consider how much offense he 
brings to the table. 

13. Dalibor Dvorsky, C, Aik (SWEDEN-2) 

Jun. 15, 2005 | 6′ 1.0″ | 201 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 6 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Dvorsky has been up and down this season but his world 
juniors was some of his better hockey. Inside the offensive zone he can 
do a lot. He has excellent puck skills and can make checkers miss 
routinely. He can make tough plays and find seams. He excels as a goal 
scorer though with a wrist shot and one timer that he can often finish 
from range. Dvorsky’s compete is good enough, he wins puck battles and 
he isn’t shy from using his body, but I’d like to see less perimeter play 
from him and more consistency overall. His footspeed is also going to be 
an issue for higher levels. 

14. Brayden Yager, C, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Jan. 3, 2005 | 5′ 10.5″ | 166 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 8 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 
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Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Yager hasn’t scored a ton in the WHL yet this season, but he 
was arguably the best player at the Hlinka Gretzky this summer and has 
a rich overall track record. Yager is a player with a pro-style game. He 
plays with a lot of speed and energy, showing the ability to carry pucks 
up the ice and make skilled plays with pace. He’s not the biggest center, 
but Yager plays hard, showing a commitment to making plays without the 
puck and winning a lot of battles. His main offensive weapon is his shot, 
which is high end, but he does have the slick hands and vision to beat 
defenses in other ways. At his size there will be minor questions about 
whether he’s an actual NHL center but the way he plays makes me think 
he has a reasonable chance to stick down the middle. 

15. Dmitriy Simashev, D, Yaroslavl (RUSSIA) 

Feb. 4, 2005 | 6′ 4.0″ | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 13 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Simashev made a strong KHL team out of camp as a 17-year-
old defenseman before being sent to junior where he’s looked good. He’s 
a toolsy defenseman as a 6-foot-4 blueliner who skates well for his size. 
He’s not dynamic offensively, but he has good puck skills, can make a 
solid outlet pass and makes some plays from the offensive blue line. 
Some may criticize Simashev’s production in junior, which is reasonable, 
but Loko is an elite junior team so I’m not overly concerned given who he 
has to fight with for ice time. He’s smooth and solid defensively, being 
good on his gaps and retrievals and doesn’t mind using his big frame. 
There’s a lot of NHL and pro upside in his game. 

Middle-of-the-lineup player or starting goaltender (Tier 5) 

16. Ryan Leonard, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 21, 2005 | 5′ 11.5″ | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 16 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Leonard is a versatile winger with a lot of elements to his game 
that an NHL coach will covet. He’s a strong skater who competes well, 
with a direct style of play. He combines that with excellent hands and an 
ability to make highly-skilled plays with the puck at full speed. His 
playmaking isn’t great but there’s vision and finishing ability in his game 
to score at higher levels. Leonard works very hard and projects as a 
player who can help both special teams as a pro even if I don’t think he’ll 
be a standout at either end. 

17. Matthew Wood, RW, Uconn (H-EAST) 

Feb. 6, 2005 | 6′ 3.5″ | 193 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 15 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Wood has been impressive for a 17-year-old in Hockey East. 
He’s a very gifted offensive player. Wood has excellent one-on-one skills 
and offensive IQ. He has the ability to hold onto pucks for an extra 
second and knows how to beat defenders. He also has an excellent wrist 
shot and one-timer, making him strong on the power play. Wood is a big 
winger as well, so the size/skill combo has a lot of upside. However, he’s 
got a sluggish skating stride, and tends to play too much on the perimeter 
which concerns scouts on how he’ll play versus men. We saw twice with 
Team Canada, when surrounded with top talent, he tended to slide down 
the lineup but still be a big part of their power play. 

18. Colby Barlow, LW, Owen Sound (OHL) 

Feb. 14, 2005 | 6′ 0.25″ | 193 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 19 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Barlow has scored a lot over his two OHL seasons and been 
one of the top point producers in the league this year. I see a lot of things 
in his game that will translate to higher levels. Barlow is a strong skater 
who gives an honest effort every night. He can kill penalties, and he can 
play at an NHL pace. Offensively he has excellent stick skills and a great 
shot. He’s a threat to score off the rush and from a standstill with his one-
timer. Barlow’s playmaking isn’t his selling point, and if anything may hold 
him back it’s that, but he makes enough plays, and you don’t score as 
much as he does without hockey sense. He checks a lot of the boxes for 
the NHL. 

19. Tanner Molendyk, D, Saskatoon (WHL) 

Feb. 3, 2005 | 5′ 11.5″ | 182 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Molendyk has looked excellent in the WHL this season for 
Saskatoon and played a big role with Canada at the Hlinka as well. 
Moldenyk is a strong two-way defenseman despite not being the biggest 
defender. This is because of his excellent skating ability and strong work 
ethic. Molendyk’s edge work is very good. He closes on checks like a 
pro, and is able to evade pressure at a high level. His top speed is good, 
not great, but he can lead a rush. Molendyk has strong offensive instincts 
and skills, and can make plays from off the blue line and on the move. 
His size will be an issue as a defenseman in the NHL, but he plays hard 
and doesn’t shy from physical play. 

20. Gabriel Perreault, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

May. 7, 2005 | 5′ 10.75″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 23 
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Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Perreault has put up massive offensive number as part of that 
loaded top U.S. NTDP line with Smith and Leonard. He is a very skilled 
and intelligent winger who can make a ton of positive things happen 
inside the offensive zone. Perreault makes highly creative dekes and 
passes with the puck at a high rate, both off the perimeter and in small 
areas. His puck game is NHL power-play quality, but the debate with him 
is whether as a smaller winger without great speed is will he score in the 
NHL? I think because he competes enough, showing a willingness to get 
and create around the net, it will translate. 

21. Quentin Musty, LW, Sudbury (OHL) 

Jul. 6, 2005 | 6′ 1.75″ | 200 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: Not Ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Musty has been very good in the OHL this season. He’s a 
player with a lot of offensive touch in his game. He’s a highly-skilled 
puckhandler who can make difficult plays with the puck at a high rate. He 
tries to make things happen and shows a strong level of creativity. Musty 
is a good passer who can hit open lanes and has the patience to pull up 
and make plays. His effort is fine, he can use his big body to win battles, 
but I wouldn’t call his compete an asset. He’s a one-way winger, which 
combined with his feet, is a concern for higher levels. The degree of skill 
and offense he’s showing this year along with a good sized frame, 
though, makes me think he will score in the NHL and help a club. 

22. Calum Ritchie, C, Oshawa (OHL) 

Jan. 21, 2005 | 6′ 1.75″ | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 17 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Ritchie looks like he should be a good NHL player. When you 
see a 6-foot-2 center who can skate and handle the puck like him, he 
sticks out in a massive way and some of the plays he makes are distinct 
at the junior level. He looks like a top prospect, but it’s been quite 
stunning to see the number of OHL games where he has little impact. I’m 
confounded a bit by Ritchie. I don’t think he’s an amazing playmaker, but 
I see good hockey sense. He can be a bit perimeter at times, and is quite 
inconsistent, but I’ve seen solid efforts from him at times too. He should 
be better than this, the talent and track record make me still back him as 
a strong NHL prospect, even though it’s becoming tougher to do so. 

23. Charlie Stramel, C, Wisconsin (BIG10) 

Oct. 15, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 212 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 18 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Stramel has had a strange season. He struggled mightily to 
start his freshman season, and then went to the world juniors where he 
looked quite good and showed glimpses of the strong play he had at the 
U.S. NTDP. The tools remain highly intriguing. Stramel is a 6-foot-3 
center who can skate well and plays a highly-physical brand of hockey. 
The degree of offense is the major question on his game. I think he has 
good hands and can create a little, but he lacks vision and won’t be a big-
time scorer as a pro. Even with that in mind, a big, fast, competitive 
center with secondary offense is a highly valuable piece for an NHL 
team. 

24. Axel Sandin Pellikka, D, Skelleftea (SWEDEN) 

Mar. 11, 2005 | 5′ 10.75″ | 176 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Sandin Pellikka has trended up as the season has gone along. 
He’s put up big numbers in Sweden’s junior league, while also getting ice 
time for a top SHL team. He played well with Sweden’s U18 team and 
even better with their world juniors team. Sandin Pellikka is a highly-
creative and intelligent puck-mover. He has excellent puck skills, showing 
the ability to beat opponents often with skill. He can improvise well with 
the puck, while also showing strong playmaking ability with the poise to 
make plays from the blue line at the highest levels. He skates well 
enough, and can make plays on the move creating offense off the rush 
and from blue line activations. Sandin Pellikka lacks ideal NHL size for a 
defenseman and I wouldn’t call him overly physical. His defensive play 
will be the main question especially as he gets closer to the NHL, but he 
has clear top-four D and NHL power-play offensive abilities. 

25. Oliver Bonk, D, London (OHL) 

Jan. 9, 2005 | 6′ 2.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Bonk has shown a lot of progression this season. He’s been an 
important player for a good London team playing a lot of minutes in all 
situations. The toolkit looks like an NHL defenseman. He’s a 6-foot-2 
right shot with strong mobility and offensive touch. Bonk is able to skate 
pucks up ice, make some skilled plays, and shows good poise from the 
blue line. He’s not a standout with the puck, but he can be a decent puck 
mover at higher levels. Defensively he’s solid due to his feet and reach. 
Bonk isn’t overly physical but he can defend well. 

26. Mikhail Gulyayev, D, Omsk (RUSSIA) 
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Apr. 26, 2005 | 5′ 10.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 22 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Analysis: Gulyayev has played versus men and juniors this season 
successfully in Russia. He has obvious offensive talents as he has clear 
NHL skating, hands and vision. Gulyayev is a highly intelligent and 
creative puck-mover and can make tough plays at a quick pace. He 
projects to run power plays at higher levels and be a point producer 
versus men. Due to his size, how well he’ll defend in the NHL will be a 
question. I’ve seen worse defenders, and with his great skating he should 
be able to hold up at higher levels even with his slight frame, but it will be 
a question he will have to answer repeatedly. 

27. Lukas Dragicevic, D, Tri-City (WHL) 

Apr. 25, 2005 | 6′ 1.0″ | 192 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 27 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Dragicevic has been scoring at a highly-impressive pace this 
season in the WHL while playing big minutes for Tri-City. Dragicevic is 
very good with the puck on his stick. He has good hands and better 
instincts and vision. He can run a power play like a pro. He shows the 
high-end poise to let plays develop and hold pucks under pressure to go 
with a strong point shot. The question with Dragicevic will be without the 
puck. He has a heavy skating stride. I don’t think he lacks compete, 
though some scouts I’ve talked to do. But his skating limits him in the 
defensive end. 

28. Andrew Cristall, LW, Kelowna (WHL) 

Feb. 4, 2005 | 5′ 9.5″ | 167 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 33 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Cristall is probably the most divisive player in this draft class. 
There will be fans and some scouts who see this ranking and think he’s 
much too low, but there will be scouts who will think he’s too high as well. 
He’s super talented offensively, and is one of the leading scorers in the 
WHL. He has puck-on-a-string type of hands, and routinely beats 
defenders with his stickhandling. He has a highly-imaginative offensive 
mind and great vision with the puck. His skill, vision and a legit shot from 
range make Cristall so dangerous on the power play and inside the 
offensive zone. The concerns come down to his frame and especially his 
skating. He lacks footspeed for the higher levels and has awkward 

skating mechanics. He works hard enough and doesn’t shy from going to 
the net, but I wouldn’t call him a high compete type. He will need to score 
a lot in the NHL to justify his various risk factors, and I think he will, but 
he may frustrate coaches too. 

29. Bradly Nadeau, LW, Penticton (BCHL) 

May. 5, 2005 | 5′ 10.0″ | 161 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Analysis: Nadeau has dominated the BCHL the last two seasons. He’s 
done so through a versatile offensive toolkit. Nadeau has very good 
individual skill to couple with excellent speed. He’s quite dangerous in 
transition due to that combination. He can skate by and beat a lot 
defenders, but he’s also excellent creating with space. He sees the ice at 
a high level, making a lot of seam passes and making tough passes on 
the move. On the power play he can make a lot of plays, but it’s his shot 
that’s a real weapon. He has an excellent one-timer that projects to beat 
NHL goalies from distance. Nadeau isn’t the biggest winger, but the 
compete is good enough — especially with his skating and offense — 
that I think he plays and scores in the league. 

30. Maxim Strbak, D, Sioux Falls (USHL) 

Apr. 13, 2005 | 6′ 1.5″ | 205 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 29 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Strbak has been fine but not great with his club in the USHL, 
but was excellent for Slovakia at the world juniors. He’s a tall right shot 
who is mobile and makes a lot of stops due to his reach, feet, physicality 
and overall strong compete level. I don’t see him as a legit scorer and 
puck-mover in the NHL, but he’s good enough with the puck and can 
make enough plays to survive at higher levels. I think he will be a tough-
minutes NHL defenseman who will have enough offense to play legit 
minutes. 

31. Jakub Dvorak, D, Liberec (CZECHIA) 

May. 25, 2005 | 6′ 5.0″ | 203 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Poor 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Dvorak was having a strong season up until a broken clavicle 
kept him out for a few months including missing the world juniors. His 
offensive totals don’t jump out at you, but Dvorak is a solid two-way 
defenseman. He’s a big, smart defender who makes a lot of stops due to 
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his reach, brain and work ethic. He’s not a punishing physical player, but 
Dvorak doesn’t shy from using his body and gives a strong effort 
defensively. He can pass pucks up ice well, but his pure skill/speed 
doesn’t stand out from a puck transporting perspective. He’s kind of a 
boring good player who will play real minutes as a pro. 

32. Otto Stenberg, C, Frolunda Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

May. 29, 2005 | 5′ 11.25″ | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

November 2022 Ranking: 20 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Stenberg came out of the gates strong at the Hlinka in the 
summer but hasn’t been as strong since even though he’s been good. 
There is a lot to like about his game. He is a strong skater with good 
hands who can be a threat in transition. He’s not a dynamic offensive 
player, but he sees the ice well, can beat defenders one-on-one and can 
finish from range. Stenberg isn’t the biggest forward, but he gives an 
honest effort every night and doesn’t shy from going into traffic. He’s 
listed as a center but is likely a pro winger. 

33. Adam Gajan, G, Chippewa (NAHL) 

May. 6, 2004 | 6′ 2.5″ | 167 pounds | Catches left 

November 2022 Ranking: Not Rated 

Tier: Projected starting goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Analysis: Gajan is a second year eligible who came over to the NAHL 
from Slovakia, and after a strong start in North America, got a late invite 
to Slovakia’s world juniors team, and promptly was named best goalie at 
the tournament. Gajan has clear NHL athleticism. He has an explosive 
lower half, with the power to make the toughest lateral saves at higher 
levels. He’s an aggressive goalie, almost to a fault., as he can take 
himself out of position too much. I do think he reads the play well and 
anticipates like a pro, but he will need to control his slides and 
aggression against better players. He has a lot of pro potential. 

34. Ethan Gauthier, RW, Sherbrooke (QMJHL) 

Jan. 26, 2005 | 5′ 11.25″ | 176 pounds | Shoots right 

November 2022 Ranking: 31 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Analysis: Gauthier has been an important part of a top QMJHL team in 
Sherbrooke over the last year and was a top player for Canada at the 
Hlinka. He’s got a ton of skill and offensive IQ. He can beat defenders 
one-on-one at a high rate, making creative plays in small areas and 
showing he can create a lot for his teammates too. He has talent but also 
competes well, not shying away from physical play. Gauthier gets to the 
net and can create chances there. The issue is as a 5-foot-11 winger 
who lacks NHL quickness, the question whether his game translates to 

higher levels. His work ethic will help that cause, but he may always have 
to be proving himself due to his lack of top-end athleticism. 

35. Michael Hrabal, G, Omaha (USHL) 

Jan. 20, 2005 | 6′ 6.25″ | 209 pounds | Catches left 

November 2022 Ranking: 21 

Tier: Projected starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Analysis: Hrabal has had some struggles of late after a scorching-hot 
start to the season, but still remains a very good goalie prospect. The 
tools are obvious as a 6-foot-6 goalie who moves quite well for his size. 
Hrabal also displays good sense and technique in his game, being 
square to the play often. He is efficient in his movements but can make 
the tough saves across his crease when he needs to. There are some 
long-range shots he likely wishes he could have back, and his 
consistency needs to improve, but he has all the ingredients to be an 
NHL goalie. 
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He was a friend, confidant and beloved doctor. Now he is accused of 
sexually abusing athletes for years 

 

Katie Strang  

 

Content warning: This story contains details about alleged sexual 
assault. The content may be difficult to read and emotionally upsetting. 

Friday nights in the summer. Starting around 2002 and continuing for the 
better part of 20 years. The players would arrive at an ice rink in 
Bloomfield Township or Farmington or another Detroit suburb. Junior 
varsity hopefuls, varsity players, college guys home for the offseason. 
They were hungry for a game and the ice time had been arranged. 

The players would find the dressing room and then quickly hit the ice. 
Soon, the familiar sounds of the game would flood the rink. The players, 
some of them rivals during the season, would start the chirping early, and 
that playful banter could go all game. 

Among the attendees most nights, there was one outlier. He was 
decades older than the others, with a mustache and thin build, and he 
spoke with an accent. He was also married, had three kids and was a 
remedial skater. But Dr. Zvi Levran was no interloper. Ever since his son 
played goaltender for Farmington Unified’s 2002 team, Levran, a 
urologist originally from Israel, was a ubiquitous presence in local rinks. 
He arranged the Friday night skates, paying for the ice time, a practice 
that continued for more than 15 years after his son stopped playing for 
Farmington. He also provided medical services to high school teams and 
all-star squads in suburban Detroit dating to at least 2002. 

“My name is Dr. Zvi Levran, or simply Doc and most of your boys know 
me well,” Levran wrote in a slide presentation for Novi High hockey 
parents prior to the 2017-18 season. He said he performed “hundreds” of 
sports physicals, a requirement for high school sports participation. He 
made sure players didn’t have to worry about long waits, extensive 
paperwork or exorbitant costs. All they had to do was shoot him a text 
and they could pay in cash. 

“I love working with the coaches,” Levran wrote, “and the boys enjoy the 
interaction with me.” 
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Most Friday nights, Levran was the worst player on the ice, and he stuck 
to defense. On the rare occasion he would make a deft play, the young 
players would bang their sticks on the ice. After the games, despite the 
age gap, Levran would join the players in the dressing room, laughing at 
the good-natured ribbing. He sometimes joined in on conversations about 
who the players were dating and casually inquired about their sex lives. 
Some nights, he’d shower alongside them. 

“He was really universally loved,” said Greg Wirick, who attended the 
Friday skates starting in 2007. “He was just a super positive guy. You 
could talk to him about anything, get your head right, be it sports or life.” 

If players needed a ride home, Levran obliged. That often included a stop 
at 7-Eleven, where he would buy Slurpees, chips, candy, whatever the 
players wanted. If they were of age and wanted beer, Levran paid for 
that, too. 

“Doc is a true humanitarian when it comes to hockey,” Shawn 
Zimmerman, the former head coach for Mona Shores High, told 
Michigan-based Hockey Weekly in 2007. “He volunteers all his time, 
efforts, and resources not just to his own Farmington team, but to any 
team and to anyone involved with hockey. He helps make hockey a 
better sport and it’s all because of that same reason the rest of us all are 
involved — ‘the love of the game.’” 

On Oct. 19, 2022, Levran, 66, was arrested and charged with seven 
counts of criminal sexual conduct. A 19-year-old player who went to 
Levran for a medical exam told police that Levran sexually assaulted him 
in the basement office of Levran’s Farmington Hills home. 

Since Levran’s arrest, 11 more people have described similar incidents of 
alleged abuse by Levran that have led to charges. He now faces 27 
counts of criminal sexual conduct, spanning 12 cases. Nine of those 
involve either former male hockey players or individuals Levran knew 
through the hockey community. Of the 12 charge cases, the age range of 
the complainants at the time of the alleged abuse is 14 to 50. 

Prosecutors said they expect more charges to be filed involving new 
victims. Jeff King, the Farmington Hills police chief, said that a tip line set 
up after Levran’s arrest has received leads from all over the country and 
Canada. The Athletic spoke to more than two dozen players and Levran 
patients as well as coaches and former Levran associates. Five former 
athletes spoke to The Athletic about the abuse they say they 
experienced; three have shared those allegations with police. 

Levran has pleaded not guilty to all charges. His lawyer, Joseph Lavigne, 
previously said Levran would defend himself in court. 

The state of Michigan is all too familiar with doctors who used their 
access to athletes to sexually abuse them. Former USA Gymnastics and 
Michigan State University physician Larry Nassar is serving a life 
sentence in federal prison for molesting hundreds of young gymnasts 
and others. In January 2022, the University of Michigan settled a $490 
million lawsuit with more than a thousand former U-M athletes and 
students who said they were sexually assaulted by Robert Anderson, a 
former University of Michigan athletic department physician. (Anderson 
died in 2008.) 

“You can’t help but see the Nassar connection in some way. You’ve got 
youth sports, the fact that he was trusted — he was the hockey doc that 
families and coaches all have relied on,” Farmington Hills assistant police 
chief John Piggott said. 

Parents, players and others are left wondering why it took so long for the 
allegations against Levran to become public. They are asking if anyone 
became aware of Levran’s alleged abuse prior to his arrest, with an 
incident brought to the attention of police in 2017 drawing scrutiny. 
Finally, they worry that the full scope of Levran’s abuse remains 
unsurfaced. 

Said Farmington Hills Police Chief Jeff King: “We’ve yet to find out how 
bad it is.” 

Zvi Levran, during a court appearance. (Katie Strang / The Athletic) 

Levran moved from Israel to New York City as a teenager, according to 
the profile in Hockey Weekly, and then to the Detroit area in the 1980s to 
attend medical school at Wayne State University. In medical school, he 
was a member of at least one academic honor society (for students with 
“involvement in community and school related services”) and acted in 
lampoon productions with his graduating class. According to one of his 
medical school classmates, he was well liked and gregarious. 

While at Wayne State, he became enamored with the Detroit Red Wings. 
Though he grew up playing soccer in Israel, the Red Wings’ addition of 
Steve Yzerman in 1983 grabbed Levran’s attention. He signed up for 
skating lessons and began playing hockey in adult leagues during 
medical school, according to a former friend of Levran’s who shared a 
love for the sport. (That friend, and some others in this story, were 
granted anonymity so they could speak frankly about Levran.) 

After graduating from medical school in 1989, Levran started a urology 
residency program at Beaumont Hospital in Detroit. As in medical school, 
Levran is remembered as charming and congenial. After completing his 
residency in 1995, Levran practiced at St. Mary’s Mercy Hospital in 
Livonia (now Trinity Health Livonia). His office was within the hospital, 
and he saw patients regularly for issues such as bladder control, 
incontinence and erectile dysfunction. 

In 2002, Levran’s son made the Farmington Unified hockey team, and 
Levran volunteered as that team’s physician. But according to players on 
that team and others at various schools Levran worked with in later 
years, he did far more than suture a cut or assist with injuries. He 
provided players an ear if they were upset about playing time or the 
trajectory of their hockey career. Multiple players said they talked to him 
about girlfriends and, in some cases, sexual exploits. 

That fraternization was common in the Levran home as well, according to 
Carl Jacob Galeana, a friend who played youth hockey with Levran’s son 
(Levran was one of the coaches of their team). Galeana said he was a 
frequent sleepover guest after the Friday night drop-in skates. At the 
Levran home, they’d gather in the basement to watch movies and talk 
about girls. Levran would sometimes join in, never chastising them for 
swearing or for their raunchy humor. More than once, Levran turned on 
pornography and talked to the boys about masturbation. 

“He was always talking about how normal and natural it is,” Galeana 
said. 

None of this struck Galeana or others who interacted with Levran in 
those early years as concerning. He was from a different country, they 
thought, an eccentric, and the fact he was a urologist made his talk about 
sex and masturbation seem acceptable. 

After his son graduated from North Farmington High, Levran began 
working with other high school programs, including Orchard Lake St. 
Mary’s and Livonia. He treated injured players and frequently pushed his 
signature treatment — massages with Tiger Balm, a topical analgesic. 
He also recommended they put a dab under their noses before games. 

“You could have been bleeding and he’d have used Tiger Balm,” said 
one OLSM player. 

At Farmington and other schools, Levran led players through yoga 
sessions, which culminated with a lengthy Savasana, when players 
would lay in corpse pose in a darkened room to relax and reflect. One 
player for Farmington who graduated in 2010 remembers Levran lightly 
brushing his entire body — the sides of his arms, his chest, and even his 
penis — during this portion of class. 

“Sometimes I remember thinking to myself when his hands were moving 
everywhere — was it an accident?” the player said. 

As the years passed, Levran became an increasingly influential figure 
within the Detroit-area hockey scene. His feedback was solicited for all-
star team selections in the Michigan Development Hockey League, 
according to emails between the coaching staff and Levran. He was 
invited to banquets, included on team excursions and welcomed onto the 
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ice at championship celebrations. When Livonia Stevenson won the state 
championship in 2013, Levran was offered a championship ring. 

The medical services he provided hockey players and others also 
expanded as the years went on. Multiple coaches saw or consulted 
Levran for their own medical issues. Several players, all now in their 30s, 
said they saw him for medical issues years after they stopped playing. 

Scott Massa, a former goaltender for Stevenson High, said that in 
February 2011 his coach told him to leave school early and visit Levran 
at his medical office in Livonia to see if Levran would clear him to play. 
(Massa had earlier suffered a concussion.) Levran did some standard 
concussion protocol tests, Massa said, but then Levran also touched 
Massa’s genitals in a way that Massa described as “fondling.” Massa 
said Levran also made an inappropriate remark about the size of his 
penis, similar to the jokes Levran sometimes made in the team’s locker 
room. 

Massa walked out of the appointment confused. But he was also happy 
Levran cleared him to play earlier than had been expected. 

When asked why he thought his coach had sent him to Levran, Massa, 
now 29, responded: “Because that was the person he knew could get me 
in. … We didn’t have anyone else who could help on short notice. Doc 
was readily accessible.” 

The earliest alleged incident of sexual abuse identified by The Athletic 
dates to 2003. 

Twin brothers went to see Levran for physical exams needed before they 
could play middle school sports. They were 13 and their family knew 
Levran because an older brother had played youth hockey with Levran’s 
son. Levran was able to get them in quickly for back-to-back 
appointments, a great convenience for a family shuttling four total kids to 
various sports practices. 

At the appointment at Levran’s medical office in Livonia, the first brother 
said that Levran instructed him to lay down on the physician’s table and 
take off his pants. From there, Levran began feeling his testicles. Then, 
Levran lifted the head of the boy’s penis and began massaging the shaft 
of his penis with his thumb, prompting him to become erect. Levran next 
asked him to stand up to perform a hernia check, and Levran continued 
to touch the sides of his penis during that examination. 

“I remember at some point thinking if I show him I’m nervous, he’ll stop,” 
the first brother said. 

Levran eventually instructed the boy to put his clothes back on and then 
ended the appointment, acting as if nothing unusual had happened. 

The second brother remembers Levran pinching his penis and touching 
him in a way that he became erect. He left the office feeling terrified that 
someone would find out what happened. 

“I felt like I was being forced … to participate in a sexual act I wasn’t 
consenting to,” he said. “I felt like this was going to be found out and that 
everyone would find out.” 

The two brothers eventually talked and discovered they had similar 
experiences with Levran. For years afterward, both feared going to a 
doctor for a physical. When their older brother sent them a news article 
about Levran’s arrest, they called the tip line set up by police. They 
subsequently recounted their experiences to federal authorities, who are 
assisting with out-of-state interviews. 

The most recent alleged incident occurred Oct. 18. 

A 19-year-old hockey player went to Levran’s home to be treated for a 
lower-body injury. Levran led him to his basement office, where there 
were pictures of various hockey teams Levran had worked with, a 
physician’s table covered in white paper and a leopard print rug. 

According to police documents, Levran asked the player about his sexual 
history, including questions about the last time he had sex, when he had 
last ejaculated and questions about his ex-girlfriend. Levran asked the 

player to remove his clothing, down to his underwear, after which Levran 
performed a physical examination, including a hernia check, and asked 
him to do a number of yoga-like stretching exercises, which lasted for 
approximately 40 minutes 

Next, according to the police report, the player was “told to take off his 
underwear, which he questioned the reasons why. The (sic) Dr. Levran 
repeated the request. As he was taking off his underwear, the doctor 
turned off all of the lights except for one, then asked the victim if he was 
ready for a relaxation massage.” 

The player told the police he was reluctant but thought this was part of 
the exam. From there, according to what the player described to police, 
Levran sexually assaulted him. 

“The victim said he was in shock, and just wanted to leave. He said he 
never consented to anything that happened, nor did he ask for any of it. 
He thought he was only there to have his (injury) examined and leave,” 
according to police records. 

Following the incident, the player said Levran instructed him not to tell his 
father what happened. Later that day, Levran texted the player and 
reminded him to “do what he recommended,” according to police records, 
which the player interpreted as a reminder to stay silent. 

In one text exchange between Levran and the player’s father before the 
appointment, which was cited in the police report, Levran asked the 
father if his son was coming to the appointment alone. Levran told the 
father that the appointment could take a long time, and that the father 
was better off not waiting with his son. When the father said that the 
player would be coming alone, Levran responded: 

“Perfect.” 

Scrolling through Instagram on Jan. 2, 2023, Greg Wirick saw an ad from 
a law firm looking for any former patients of Dr. Zvi Levran. 

“The second I saw it, I knew exactly what it was about,” Wirick said. “I 
just knew in my gut.” 

Wirick met Levran in 2007 when he was a junior goaltender at Livonia 
Churchill High. At that time, Levran mainly worked with Farmington’s 
team, but he also ran yoga sessions for the Churchill players on off days. 
During his high school career, Wirick said he and his teammates revered 
Levran: “He was a wizard, like a medicine man of some sort,” always 
ready with a natural remedy for any ache, bruise or ailment. And Levran’s 
yoga sessions proved to be a good team-building activity. “We just had 
such a great group of guys and he was really a part of the process that 
galvanized us and made us so close.” 

In September 2021, 13 years after he graduated from high school, Wirick 
reached out to Levran for medical advice for some residual pain he was 
experiencing from a kidney stone issue. Levran advised him to come to 
the clinic he ran out of his basement. 

During that visit to Levran’s home office, Wirick said Levran instructed 
him to get naked. Wirick said Levran followed him into the bathroom and 
said he needed to watch him urinate to inspect his stream. He asked 
Wirick how “big” he got when his penis was erect. Without warning, 
Levran digitally penetrated Wirick’s rectum, seemingly to perform a 
prostate exam, but Wirick said Levran also asked him if he wanted to 
know the location of the male g-spot. 

Wirick was bothered by the interaction but chalked it up to Levran being 
eccentric. “I just tried to look past it, like Doc’s a fucking weirdo — what 
are you gonna do?” Wirick said. 

Levran then advised Wirick to make an appointment at his medical office 
in West Bloomfield Township for an exam and an ultrasound, which took 
place on Sept. 30, 2021, according to Wirick’s insurance records. 
Nothing about the visit was unusual, Wirick said. 

Within a week of that visit, Wirick was back at Levran’s home. They 
drank wine while Levran went over the lab results and ultrasound 
findings. Wirick opened up to Levran about some health issues he was 
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trying to manage, including panic attacks he had been dealing with since 
his father’s death years earlier. Levran said that if Wirick wanted him to 
be his primary care physician he could fill Wirick’s prescriptions for Xanax 
and that he could call him or text him anytime. Levran is listed as the 
prescribing physician on a bottle of Xanax that Wirick showed The 
Athletic. 

“I was like, well that’s awesome. That’s way better than having to 
schedule an appointment and sit in a waiting room. I could just hit up doc. 
You know? Doc’s the man,” Wirick recalled. Three other players told The 
Athletic that Levran made similar offers to be their primary care 
physician. 

During that conversation at Levran’s home, Wirick asked Levran about 
restarting his yoga practice to get into a better headspace. Levran told 
Wirick that he was hosting small group yoga sessions out of his home, 
with the only caveat being that they were performed naked. Wirick 
thought that was bizarre, but he tried to be open-minded. 

“I had no reason to doubt the guy,” Wirick said, adding: “I’d been around 
sports teams and naked dudes my whole life, so whatever.” 

When he arrived at Levran’s Farmington Hills house for the first yoga 
session, no one else was there. Levran and Wirick both stripped down — 
Levran said the point of the nudity was to shed all barriers and to 
cultivate a sense of “openness,” Wirick said — and Levran put him 
through a number of physically challenging poses, ending with corpse 
pose. Levran then gave him a post-yoga massage. Though the yoga 
session was unconventional, Wirick didn’t feel like anything improper 
occurred. 

But in the next three sessions Wirick attended, Levran’s approach during 
the post-yoga massages changed. He began focusing his massaging on 
Wirick’s groin area, opining about the importance of the seven Chakras. 
Wirick said there were times he’d become involuntarily erect, and Levran 
assured him that it was normal and not to be embarrassed — it was all 
about relaxation. 

The second to last time, Wirick said that Levran touched Wirick’s penis. “I 
was uncomfortable but kind of just stuck in the moment like ‘Fuck, this is 
weird but I’m in his basement naked and his wife is upstairs and what do 
I do now?’” Wirick said. Levran asked Wirick if he wanted to ejaculate 
and Wirick said he responded: “Doc, that’s not really what I’m here for, 
man.” Levran backed off and apologized. 

Wirick went back once more, in December 2021, believing Levran would 
respect the boundaries he thought he had set at the previous visit. But 
following the corpse pose portion of the yoga session, Levran began 
massaging Levran’s groin again and put his mouth on Wirick’s penis. 
Wirick sat up and asked him what he was doing. “He said he just wanted 
me to relax and that he wanted to pleasure me,” Wirick said. 

Wirick dressed quickly and left. Once home, he told his girlfriend (now his 
fiancée) what had happened. His fiancée told The Athletic that Wirick 
was “clearly uncomfortable” with what had happened and angry in the 
aftermath. 

Levran texted Wirick numerous times after that last visit, wondering when 
Wirick would see him again. Wirick made excuses for why he could not. 
Levran persisted, telling Wirick he was worried about him and asking if 
he was angry with him. Wirick responded that he was uncomfortable with 
the sexual nature of the sessions. (The Athletic reviewed this text 
exchange and others between the two.) 

Levran told Wirick via text that Wirick’s “situation is very delicate and the 
yoga sessions that we had serve a huge purpose to prevent any acute 
episodes.” He added:  “You need to call me when you can find time for 
your own health,” and signed the message “Doc,” and with heart and 
praying hands emojis. 

Wirick, now 33, is not among the victims who have spoken to law 
enforcement. He said that given the number of cases filed against 
Levran, he assumed police didn’t need more victim statements. 

According to a public records request with Michigan’s Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, two complaints were filed against 
Levran — one in September 2020, another in December 2020 — over 
concerns that he was performing pelvic exams out of a basement office 
in his home. According to physicians consulted on the matter, that is 
highly unusual. 

It is also a practice that has been widely questioned since the Larry 
Nassar scandal. A number of the victims in that case detailed abuse that 
happened in the basement of Nassar’s home. 

There was also a complaint filed in 2009 for “negligence-incompetence” 
relating to an incident two years earlier when Levran performed penile 
surgery on a 12-year-old boy and inadvertently removed one of his 
testicles, according to the complaint detail and activity report. That 
mistake was “unheard of,” according to Dr. George Steinhardt, a pediatric 
urologist in Michigan who was consulted in the investigation of this 
complaint. In the case file of that investigation, obtained by The Athletic, 
Steinhardt stated that the loss of a testis during penile operation “is both 
unprecedented and staggering.” In his summary, Steinhardt advised that 
Levran “should not participate in the care of children.” 

But in early 2012, the state’s Board of Medicine Disciplinary 
Subcommittee dismissed the complaint against Levran. According to the 
document detailing the board’s decision, board physician Dr. Richard E. 
Burney found that Levran did not violate public health code. In a 
summary of the decision, the board notes that Burney found the penile 
anomaly to have been corrected and stated that the parents “were 
pleased with the surgery.” 

Steinhardt, in an interview with The Athletic, said he was baffled by the 
board’s decision. “I was thinking there would be some mechanisms to 
limit (Levran’s) ability to practice,” he said. 

Instead, even as the investigation into the botched surgery was ongoing, 
Levran packed up and moved to Fergus Falls, Minn., landing in the town 
about 200 miles northwest of Minneapolis in 2011. He told acquaintances 
in Michigan he was eager to serve as the only urologist in Otter Tail 
County. According to Hockey Weekly, there were three send-off events 
held for “Doc”; one of them was reportedly attended by 150 people, 90 of 
them former players. 

“Even though I will visit Michigan often and attend some games, my 
focus will have to shift now to high school hockey in Minnesota,” Levran 
said at the time. 

It is unclear whether Lake Region Medical Group in Fergus Falls was 
aware of the investigation into the botched surgery when Levran was 
hired as a urologist. (A spokesperson for the group said that LRMG does 
not comment on personnel matters but a valid Minnesota license is a 
prerequisite for hiring). Levran soon began working as a volunteer team 
physician for the Fergus Falls High boys hockey team and, just as he had 
in Michigan, he also offered yoga instruction to players. 

As first reported in November by The Athletic, Levran allegedly assaulted 
two players in Fergus Falls in 2017, groping their genitals when they 
went to see him for shoulder injuries. One 16-year-old player’s disclosure 
to a teammate was overheard by an athletic trainer employed by Lake 
Region Medical Group, who reported the conversation to his superior. 

What was done with that information is unclear. A Lake Regional Medical 
Group spokesperson said that local authorities were consulted and that 
“the appropriate action was taken.” The Fergus Falls school district 
acknowledged receiving two complaints regarding Levran — one on Nov. 
30, 2017, and one on Dec. 6, 2017. Current superintendent Jeff Drake, 
who was not in that role at the time these allegations surfaced, said that 
Fergus Falls Police Department and Lake Region Medical Group were 
both “consulted” and that Levran “was notified in writing that he would no 
longer have access to the district’s hockey program (or to yoga classes 
held off-site) on December 13, 2017.” 

Fergus Falls police chief Kile Bergren confirmed that a consultation with 
the school district occurred, though he said he was unable to produce 
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records to detail that call. Typically, mandatory reporters (such as school 
officials and healthcare workers) who suspect abuse of a minor are 
obligated to report the suspected abuse to either law enforcement or 
county health services via standard intake forms. When those forms are 
received, the receiving agency is required to cross-report to the other 
agency. Bergren said the phone consultation was all that occurred. 

As for what police did upon learning that Levran had allegedly sexually 
assaulted a minor, Bergren, who has previously officiated hockey and 
coached at the youth level, said there were “efforts made in the 
community to reach out to other victims” but acknowledged there were no 
law enforcement records documenting those efforts. Why was a formal 
investigation not launched? Bergren said the school district informed 
police that one of the victim’s parents drafted a letter threatening litigation 
should they pursue the matter further. 

The Athletic asked Drake to produce that letter, allowing for redactions to 
conceal the identity of the victim and to adhere to state privacy laws. 
Drake hasn’t responded to that request. 

The handling of the allegations in Fergus Falls is “shocking and 
abhorrent,” said Livonia-based attorney Mike Cox, who is representing at 
least two of Levran’s alleged victims. “It seems clear to me that the 
school district dropped the ball in a big way.” Cox also described the 
Fergus Falls police response as “lackadaisical.” 

Levran left Minnesota in June 2017 and returned to Michigan, picking up 
essentially where he left off years earlier: working with teams and treating 
athletes. No one from Fergus Falls appears to have alerted schools in 
Michigan or the medical board there or in Minnesota about the 
allegations against Levran. Ten of the 12 incidents for which Levran has 
now been charged with a crime occurred after he returned to Michigan in 
2017. 

Farmington Hills police have met with some of the investigators involved 
in the Nassar case, seeking guidance. “The fear is, we don’t want to be a 
department that misses something,” Piggott said. He added: “You see 
what happened with Nassar and how that progressed over years and all 
these things putting together. We should be learning from that.” 

Some of the people who have contacted police are still piecing together 
what happened, at the beginning of “having those difficult conversations,” 
King said. Others are further along, processing the harm done to them or 
to those they care about. 

“I was his patient. We talked as friends. We called each other on our 
birthdays every year. He operated on me three years ago,” said the 
father of the twins who said they were assaulted by Levran in 2003. “He 
came to my house for my kids’ graduation party knowing he had violated 
(them).” 

Zimmerman, the coach who praised Levran in that 2007 profile, is now 
encouraging anyone with information about Levran to contact police. 
Mary Sheltrown, a former athletics coordinator and physical education 
teacher with Farmington Public Schools, attended Levran’s yoga 
sessions with the players on multiple occasions. “I have gone over and 
over trying to think if there was something that stood out or that I should 
have picked up on,” she said. 

Massa, the player who went to Levran in 2007 after a concussion, said: “I 
hate the word ‘victim.’ I never thought I’d have to say that about myself.” 
He added: “I pride myself on not being a hateful person but it’s hard to 
forgive him right now — for anything.” 

Wirick remembers how Levran was always available for a phone call, 
including once when Wirick was suffering a late-night panic attack. He 
also thinks back to those Friday night skates. How much the players 
enjoyed those evenings, the camaraderie they felt. Levran was in the 
middle of it all. 

“Does this guy actually care about us and he’s just sick in the head? Or is 
he just totally sadistic with this?” Wirick asked. “That bothers me — not 
knowing.” 
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NHL midseason review: Who wins the Stanley Cup? Who gets Connor 
Bedard? Best signing? 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Eric Duhatschek, Shayna Goldman, Sean McIndoe, 
Sean Gentille  

 

Officially, every NHL team is already past the halfway point of their 
season. By the time you read this, most teams will have played 50 or 
more games. But the All-Star Game is this weekend and that marks a 
sort of unofficial midseason point for the year. 

So we’re using the occasion to look back at what’s happened so far and 
look ahead to the rest of the season. 

Can the Bruins carry their momentum all the way to a Stanley Cup win? 
Who’s landing the No. 1 pick in the draft? Is Connor McDavid a lock for 
the Hart Trophy? What’s the biggest surprise this season? 

We asked a group of our writers to review the NHL season so far. Here’s 
what they had to say. 

Who will win the Stanley Cup and why? 

Eric Duhatschek: Boston. I’ve been riding Carolina hard all year, but I’m 
switching horses here because of the injuries and uncertainty 
surrounding the Hurricanes’ goaltending, which ultimately undermined 
them last year. As one GM told me last week: The Bruins are making the 
NHL look like a rec league. They have scoring, depth, experience, 
leadership, a deep one-to-six defense and the best one-two goaltending 
punch in the league. History says the Presidents’ Trophy winners rarely 
go on to win it all. I say history will be proven wrong this season. 

Shayna Goldman: I guessed Boston losing in the Cup Final in preseason, 
so I’m going to stick with it. Who wins it all? While the chances of two 
back-to-back winners feels slim, I still like Colorado’s chances once 
they’re healthy and likely add a piece at the deadline. 

Sean Gentille: I’m not sure if the Bruins losing three in a row immediately 
after this question was posed was a good sign or a bad one, but it’s still 
impossible to pick against them. Even after that skid, they’re on pace to 
tie the 1995-96 Red Wings for the most wins in a regular season. 

The Bruins were expected to contend for a playoff spot this season — 
not a title. 

Now, 47 games (and 38 wins) later, they're the favorites and are making 
a run at NHL history.https://t.co/eGKVXGlTxb 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) January 26, 2023 

Dom Luszczyszyn: Everyone is picking Boston and right now it feels 
impossible not to — even after dropping three straight. No sense being 
contrarian for the sake of it. This is a “Last Dance” season for the Bruins 
and so far they’ve delivered. 

Sean McIndoe: I’ve had the Bruins at the top of my rankings for months 
now, so I guess I have to stick with them. Hurricanes are looking scary, 
though, and the easier path out of the West could mean we’re sleeping 
on that conference’s handful of contenders. 

Predict the final four 

Duhatschek: Boston, Carolina, Colorado, Edmonton 

Gentille: Boston, Carolina, Dallas, Vegas 

Goldman: Boston, Carolina, Colorado, Seattle 
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Luszczyszyn: Boston, Carolina, Colorado, Edmonton 

McIndoe: Boston, Carolina, Dallas, Vegas 

Who’s going to finish 32nd and have the best odds for Connor Bedard? 

Duhatschek: Chicago. But it will all depend upon which team’s starting 
goaltender falters the most consistently. 

Gentille: Yeah, it’s still the Blackhawks’ to win. Something tells me Tank 
Commander Kyle Davidson has a few more tricks up his sleeve if need 
be. 

Goldman: Columbus. The Blue Jackets will move enough pieces at the 
deadline to plummet in the standings, and it feels like hockey karma 
might be in their favor since they didn’t try to be bad like other teams … 

Luszczyszyn: Chicago has the most to lose at the deadline in terms of 
useful talent and that could see the Blackhawks plummet even further 
than their current standing. Pay no mind to their recent hot streak — an 
icy cold stretch will surely follow. 

McIndoe: Chicago isn’t holding down last place right now, but as bad as 
they’ve been they can get a lot worse by trading veterans. They will. 

Who should win the Calder Trophy? 

Duhatschek: Matty Beniers, Seattle. On a Kraken team that’s far 
exceeded expectations, Beniers has been a key cog, someone who 
plays with far more poise, maturity and consistency than the vast majority 
of young players, trying to find their way in the NHL right now. 

Gentille: Beniers. He’s a brand name, a high pick, a scoring forward and 
one of the best players on one of the league’s biggest surprises. It’ll be 
hard for folks to turn that one down, even if his output dips a bit. 

Goldman: Stuart Skinner would be a fun one here, considering that he’s 
brought some stability between the pipes in Edmonton. But it feels like 
this is Matty Beniers’ trophy to lose. He’s starting to bring the star power 
the Kraken need with his two-way play, and is making an impact on the 
scoresheet. 

Luszczyszyn: Matty Beniers is the trendy pick right now, but keep an eye 
on Owen Power — especially if the Sabres make a meaningful stride this 
season. It’s always difficult to compare forwards and defenders, but 
Beniers and Power have shown a similar impact at five-on-five. The 
difference is Power is doing a bit more with less help. I’d still go with 
Beniers, but Power is making it closer than some might think. 

McIndoe: Voters are usually weird about goaltenders when it comes to 
the Calder, but I’ll represent my podcast buddy Jesse Granger here and 
show some love to Logan Thompson. The Golden Knights are built to be 
contenders, and it all could have fallen apart with Robin Lehner missing 
the season. Thompson has done an admirable job holding down the fort 
under difficult circumstances. 

There have been many improvements for the Seattle Kraken this season 
— But Year 2 has been all about Matty Beniers. 

How he became the Calder favorite and a future face of the Kraken: 
https://t.co/pbrUnDQJ6g 

— Hailey Salvian (@hailey_salvian) December 15, 2022 

Who should win the Vezina Trophy? 

Duhatschek: Linus Ullmark, Boston. There are a lot of ways to measure a 
goaltender’s effectiveness — from traditional old-school stats to a dozen 
new-age metrics — but within the goaltending fraternity itself, usually the 
thing that counts the most is: Did you win the game? And Ullmark, this 
year, up to now, has won 25 times, lost four in regulation and a third in 
overtime. Sometimes, it’s important not to look too far past the thing 
that’s right in front of your nose. 

Gentille: This is going to be an interesting one to track over the next 
couple months; Ullmark is having a top-five individual season for a 
juggernaut team, and if Sorokin is a little worse, Islanders fans are 

checking Tankathon standings. Connor Hellebucyk is my pick, though, 
partially because the Jets have the easiest remaining schedule. 

Goldman: Ilya Sorokin’s having an excellent season and gives his team a 
chance to win almost every night. That should make him the front-runner, 
but many feel the Vezina-winning goalie must be on a playoff team. If 
that holds him back (even though it shouldn’t because he’s keeping the 
Islanders in the mix), then Connor Hellebucyk should get the nod for his 
strong play in Winnipeg. 

Luszczyszyn: The Vezina race is one of the most intriguing this season. 
By public metrics all four of Linus Ullmark, Ilya Sorokin, Juuse Saros and 
Connor Hellebuyck have a very strong case. They’ve each been 
outstanding. For this season it’s hard not to go with Ullmark. Yes, he has 
the most help with the league’s best defense in front of him, but he’s 
taken how strong that team defense can be to another level with his play. 

McIndoe: His numbers aren’t quite as strong as Ullmark and Sorokin, but 
I’ll cast my vote for Connor Hellebuyck. There’s no such thing as a most 
valuable goalie award, but if there was I think Hellbuyck would win it. I’ll 
give my Vezina nod too, at least for now. 

Who has been the best coach? 

Duhatschek: Dave Hakstol, Seattle. In my mind, it’s actually a tie 
between Hakstol and Jim Montgomery in Boston, but if I can pick only 
one, it’s Hakstol because I didn’t see Seattle becoming remotely 
competitive this year; whereas I was one of the few people who, at the 
beginning of the year, warned it was too soon to write off Boston. The 
fact that the Kraken are in the thick of the playoff race, with Martin Jones 
firmly ensconced as their starter, is too delicious for words. 

Gentille: I mentioned narratives earlier. Montgomery’s lines up with 
Boston’s performance. The roster is great, but he also walked in, 
provided exactly what they needed from a personality standpoint, dealt 
with a whole bunch of season-starting injuries and never looked back. 

Goldman: I think it has to be Jim Montgomery. It’s not just because he 
walked onto a very talented team. Players like David Pastrnak, Charlie 
McAvoy, Patrice Bergeron, and Brad Marchand make the job easier, 
sure. But the way the group played while some of their elite talent was 
sidelined was impressive, and so is the way he’s helped maximize talent 
to perform at such a consistent level this year. Jake DeBrusk and Charlie 
Coyle have taken strides under him, Pavel Zacha seems like he’s in a 
much better position to succeed, and we’re seeing more of Hampus 
Lindholm playing at the high level we know from his prime years. 

Luszczyszyn: This one feels like it’s Jim Montgomery’s to lose. “Best 
coach” is often viewed as the “sorry, we thought your team would suck 
more” award and while that has merit here (even by the most optimistic 
Bruins forecast), it’s still difficult not to go with Montgomery. The Bruins 
have a talented roster and he’s been exactly what the group has needed 
to get 110 percent out of every player. The way the team survived 
injuries to superstar talent to start the season doesn’t hurt his case either. 

McIndoe: Devils fans haven’t been the only ones chanting “Sorry Lindy.” I 
figured he was dead coach walking in New Jersey, and even tried to 
predict the exact date of his firing. Oops. Instead, he’s engineered one of 
the biggest single-season turnarounds in years. 

Who has been the best player on a new team? 

Duhatschek: Matthew Tkachuk, Florida. If the machinations around 
Calgary’s off-season roster moves — Tkachuk and Gaudreau out, 
Jonathan Huberdeau and Nazem Kadri coming in — was the biggest 
story of the offseason, then Tkachuk’s relatively seamless adjustment to 
Florida (62 points in his first 47 games) stands out, even if the Panthers 
as a team have gone backward this year. But a quick honorable mention 
to Kevin Fiala, moving from Minnesota to Los Angeles, where he has 
been a point-a-game player for the Kings, mainly operating on the third 
line at even strength. Fiala has added a creative offensive dimension to a 
Kings’ team that, after a jumpy start, is rediscovering its defensive 
identity. 
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Gentille: I’m glad Eric mentioned Fiala. We’re seeing the exact reason 
L.A. went out and got him — high-end five-on-five talent. They’re more 
interesting by a solid margin now, and they’ve got him to thank. But yeah, 
put me down for Tkachuk. Florida’s got problems, and he is not one of 
them. 

Goldman: It has to be Tkachuk, but that’s not really surprising 
considering he was the highest-caliber player to be on the move. In an 
effort to be different, let’s give some stick taps to John Marino. He 
seemed to have plateaued in Pittsburgh a bit last year, and has been a 
stabilizing force in New Jersey. He absorbs some of the toughest 
minutes and has helped elevate this to one of the stronger blue lines in 
the league thanks to the depth the Devils now have. 

Luszczyszyn: This is very easily Tkachuk. He’s a capital “S” superstar 
and was worth every penny of the trade and signing. There were many 
who questioned whether he could replicate last year’s breakout without 
Johnny Gaudreau and Elias Lindholm and those questions have been 
thoroughly answered. He ranks sixth in GSVA this year at 3.4 wins. The 
next closest newcomer is Brent Burns at 1.9 wins. 

McIndoe: Yeah, I think I have to go with the crowd and say Tkachuk. 
Although let’s not forget Claude Giroux, putting up nearly a point per 
game for a not-very-good Senators team that would be a whole lot worse 
without him. 

Who has been the most disappointing player on a new team? 

Duhatschek: Huberdeau, Calgary. Last year, Huberdeau finished tied for 
second in the league, with 115 points, averaging 1.44 points per game. 
This year, he’s currently fifth on Calgary, with a 0.71 points-per-game 
average. It’s been a tough go, trying to adjust to a new team and a 
vexing new coaching voice. 

Gentille: Ah, we’ve reached the “time to dump on Jonathan Huberdeau” 
portion of the proceedings. Yep, he’s been bad. Yep, he signed for $700 
millon and 35 years ahead of the season. But man, the Flames are a 
wholesale disappointment. I’m not about to blame him for all of it, even 
though he’s got my vote here. 

Goldman: It has to be Jonathan Huberdeau. It seemed like the Flames 
were going to have a new look that would extend their window of 
contention with more balanced scoring between the top two lines, plus 
more defensive stability for Huberdeau that would help him succeed. 
Instead, the winger has fallen flat and the Flames are burning out even 
as their schedule eases. Good thing Calgary only has another eight 
years, at $10.5 million in cap space of him left! 

Luszczyszyn: Jack Campbell was brought to Edmonton to be a capable 
starter and has looked like one of the league’s worst goalies. John 
Klingberg was brought to Anaheim to be a top-pairing defenseman and 
has looked like one of the league’s worst defenders. Jonathan 
Huberdeau was brought to Calgary to be an elite top-line winger and has 
instead … looked like a top-six winger showing some defensive 
maturation. That’s caused difficulties with how Huberdeau creates 
offense, but it’s not as dramatic a dropoff as Campbell and Klingberg. 
Those two are actively hurting their teams. Huberdeau, disappointing as 
his production has been, is still helping an overall dysfunctional Flames 
team. 

Give me Klingberg here. I don’t think many grasp just how awful he’s 
been defensively this season. Klingberg has been on the ice for 4.12 
expected goals against per 60. The previous high for a defenseman 
playing over 500 minutes was Janis Moser at 3.36 last season. 

McIndoe: Factoring in contracts, it has to be Huberdeau, with an 
honorable mention to Jack Campbell. But let’s not forget John Klingberg, 
who was supposed to get a monster deal last summer before settling for 
a one-year deal in Anaheim that was supposed to set him up to rack up 
numbers before a deadline move to a contender. Did you even 
remember what team he was on before I brought him up? 

What has surprised you most this season? 

Duhatschek: Seattle’s rise. Back on Jan. 25, the Kraken crushed the 
Vancouver Canucks 6-1, to get to 61 points in the standings, which is 
one more than they earned all of last year. They are currently on pace for 
a .641 win percentage which would be the best-ever for a second-year 
NHL team (St. Louis, at .579, in its second season, would be next, 
followed by Vegas, at .567). The Kraken are doing it with balanced 
scoring, timely goaltending, and a four-line doggedness reminiscent of 
the Golden Knights “misfits” approach under Gerard Gallant in their 
Season 1. So impressive, on so many different fronts. 

Gentille: I picked the Flames to win the Stanley Cup and for Jacob 
Markstrom to win the Vezina. How am I supposed to go with anything 
else? Markstrom’s slide, last year’s postseason meltdown against 
Edmonton aside, has been particularly surprising. His .893 save 
percentage is down 17 points from his career average and 29 from last 
season, and his Goals Saved Above Expected is down with the Erik 
Kallgrens of the world at 58th. I’ve never been more wrong (do not fact 
check). 

Goldman: Sticking with the Flames here. Over the summer it seemed like 
management found a way to mitigate disaster with a slightly different 
approach — no longer would this be a team defined by their top line, but 
by a strong top six featuring Huberdeau and Nazem Kadri, with an even 
more stout defense to help support their strong goaltending. That … has 
not been the case at all. There’s still time for Calgary to turn it around 
and their schedule moving forward has lightened, but the Flames still 
have to find a way to take advantage of it. Considering how much 
management invested in their window over the next couple years, and 
how bleak the future is after that, this season’s been a disappointment so 
far. 

Luszczyszyn: Every season offers plenty of shock value and it’s the 
unpredictability that makes this league so fun. I’m going with the 
Panthers here. They had a lot of overhaul during the offseason and a 
new coach who is infamously below average, but it was still hard to 
imagine last year’s Presidents’ Trophy winners stooping this low. 
Especially with Tkachuk living up to the hype. There’s enough talent on 
the roster that Florida should be operating at a higher clip than an 85-
point pace. 

McIndoe: Lots of things, because I’m bad at predicting the NHL. But I’ll 
go with Boston. I wasn’t one of the doom-and-gloom types who thought 
they’d fall out of the playoffs. But I certainly didn’t see this coming, or 
anything close. And at the other end of the Atlantic, I thought the 
absolute worst case for the Panthers was probably 100 points and a wild 
card. It was not. 

Favorite moment so far this season? 

Duhatschek: Börje Salming’s ovation at Hall of Fame weekend. In 1976, I 
was in the seats at Maple Leaf Gardens when Salming, playing for Team 
Sweden in the Canada Cup, received the longest-standing ovation I’ve 
ever witnessed, before or since. Accordingly, to see him honored by 
Toronto fans during a pre-game presentation at Hall of Fame weekend, 
after his ALS diagnosis, with a touching, rousing ovation was both 
moving and heartbreaking at the same time. It was a fitting sendoff to 
one of the game’s true pioneers who passed away days after his return 
home to Sweden. 

Gentille: I’ve watched Kris Letang and Alex Ovechkin battle each other 
since I was a Pittsburgh native at college in the D.C. area. Thus, an 
unused part of my brain fired up when I watched Ovechkin skate over to 
Letang pregame last week and say hello. Letang had a stroke and lost 
his father in the span of a month, and Ovechkin was just checking in on a 
guy he’s competed against for parts of three decades. It’s the little things. 

Goldman: Tage Thompson’s been the story of the last year-plus. He’s 
jumped out as one of the most electrifying players in the league with his 
skill and versatility. That really was put on display when he scored five 
goals against Columbus in December — with six points in just two 
periods of play. The only disappointment was that his ice time was 
capped below 14 minutes, but it was a rare blowout worth watching from 
start to finish just to see what the Sabres’ force would do. 
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Luszczyszyn: I’m going to cheat a little and go with a moment from the 
summer: the Matthew Tkachuk trade. It’s not often we see a blockbuster 
of that magnitude and while we all knew Tkachuk was on the move, it 
was difficult to fathom the return being Jonathan Huberdeau and 
MacKenzie Weegar — two uber-talented players in their own right. I’ve 
always longed for player movement in the NHL to emulate the NBA and 
for a brief moment in July we got a glimpse of that feeling. 

Matthew Tkachuk called #Flames GM Brad Treliving and let him know 
the bad news on a Sunday morning. 

It kicked off a week of trade talks, negotiations, and led to the league’s 
first ever sign and trade. 

Here is how it happened.@TheAthleticNHLhttps://t.co/9CbGaqc7tU 

— Julian McKenzie (@jkamckenzie) November 15, 2022 

McIndoe: It’s probably recency bias, but I loved the way Canucks fans 
gave Bruce Boudreau the sendoff that he deserved. That whole situation 
was an embarrassing mess, but knowing exactly when a coach was 
going to be fired gave fans the rare opportunity to pay some respect. It 
was a cool moment, and you could tell it meant a lot to him. 
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Lazerus: Bobby Hull’s off-ice transgressions can’t be set aside to 
celebrate his on-ice greatness 

 

Mark Lazerus  

 

What do you picture when you think of Bobby Hull?  

Do you see him with the Stanley Cup in his hands, the one he won in 
1961? Do you envision him with that famous banana-blade stick in his 
hands, the one he helped popularize, maybe even invent, alongside 
longtime Blackhawks teammate Stan Mikita? Or do you see him with a 
steel-heeled women’s shoe in his hands, the one that he allegedly used 
to beat his then-wife Joanne over the head, leaving her “covered with 
blood” and believing “this is the end,” as she told ESPN in a 2002 
documentary? 

What do you think of when you think of Bobby Hull? 

Do you think about the team-record 604 goals he scored, so many of 
them with that cannonading slap shot? Do you think about the way he 
changed the game forever — eventually expanding the NHL and opening 
the door for more lucrative player contracts — by jumping to the upstart 
WHA in 1972? Or do you think about the time in 1997 when the Moscow 
Times quoted him as saying Adolf Hitler “had some good ideas” but “just 
went a little bit too far,” and that the population of Black people was 
growing too quickly in the United States, comments he later denied ever 
making? 

Now how do you memorialize Bobby Hull? 

Does the NHL hold a moment of silence before Saturday’s All-Star 
Game? Do the Blackhawks paint the No. 9 into the ice behind each goal, 
the way they did in 2021 with Tony Esposito’s No. 35? Do the players 
wear a No. 9 patch, outlined in black, on their jerseys for the rest of the 
season? Or a sticker on their helmets? Or do you just acknowledge his 
death briefly, classily, and move on as quickly as possible, hoping 
nobody asks a follow-up question? 

The Blackhawks’ bye week just got a little busier, as these conversations 
surely already are happening in the United Center offices or on Zoom 
calls with far-flung, vacationing staffers in the wake of Monday’s 
announcement that Hull has died at age 84. Ignore Hull’s awful off-ice 
behavior and lionize him with a glorious video tribute and testimonials 

from current and former players alike, and the Blackhawks will incur the 
wrath of much of their fan base and the continued disdain of a hockey 
world that holds the organization accountable for its abject failure to 
protect and prioritize Kyle Beach from a predator on its payroll. Try to 
deftly put Hull’s on-ice brilliance in its proper context, and the Blackhawks 
will incur the wrath of the other half of the fan base, who’ll decry 
“wokeness” and “virtue signaling” and accuse the team of dancing on 
Hull’s grave.  

Just last year, the Blackhawks finally cut ties with Hull, who had been an 
“ambassador” with the team — greeting fans, glad-handing sponsors, 
cutting promos for the game-presentation staff — since owner Rocky 
Wirtz welcomed him back into the fold in 2008. But they left his statue 
standing outside the United Center, right next to Mikita, Hull’s polar 
opposite on and off the ice, all grace and speed and class. Now, nobody 
really expected the team to pull down Hull’s statue like it was a 
Confederate memorial or the bust of a deposed despot in the town 
square of a liberated city, but it still felt like a half-measure that left 
nobody satisfied.   

Whatever the Blackhawks do before their next home game on Feb. 7 — 
they’re fortunate to have a full week to figure it out — undoubtedly will 
garner a similar shrug in response.  

There’s no easy answer here, because two things are true: Hull was an 
all-time great hockey player, a Hall of Famer who won two Hart trophies 
and revolutionized the sport. He also was a despicable human being, 
accused of heinous acts that can’t be simply brushed aside, including 
domestic abuse allegations from two ex-wives. Nearly everyone in the 
hockey world has a Hull story, and not many of them are flattering. He 
had a huge personality and a million stories, and, boy, could he tell them. 
But he also could make your skin crawl with his crude asides and 
parentheticals. His legacy is as vast as it is complicated, glorious yet 
forever tarnished.  

The NHL will do whatever the NHL does at the All-Star Game on 
Saturday. But it’ll be important for the Blackhawks to get this right. No 
team faces more public scrutiny and has less public credibility than the 
Blackhawks after the revelations about what happened to Beach back in 
2010. Team CEO Danny Wirtz and president of business operations 
Jaime Faulkner have spoken eloquently about how far the organization 
has to go to regain the trust and confidence of its fan base and the 
hockey world at large. This will be their first big chance to show how 
much they’ve learned and how much the team has grown.  

Now, nobody’s expecting the Blackhawks to simply ignore Hull’s death or 
even to mention Hull’s off-ice behavior. It’s our job to have this 
conversation, not the team’s. But they face an unenviable task, and 
already we can see the fine line they have to walk. On Monday, the team 
released a rather innocuous unsigned statement, extolling Hull as “part of 
an elite group of players who made a historic impact on our club.” 
Moments later, the team sent out a statement from Rocky Wirtz 
specifically, who called Hull “a beloved member of the Blackhawks 
family” and recalled how meeting Hull and bringing him back was one of 
his “first priorities” upon assuming control of the team from his late father 
in 2007.  

Wirtz’s statement was more personal, more glowing, more traditional. 
The team statement was more proper.  

We have a tendency to glorify and aggrandize in death, especially when 
it comes to the famous. We smooth out the rough edges and 
conveniently gloss over the true nature of the deceased. We use death 
as a shield, an excuse. It’s a natural instinct, an innate quest to find class 
and grace. But there’s no such thing as “too soon,” and there’s no sense 
in pretending. The truth matters. The truth is relevant. And the truth in 
Hull’s case is complicated — historic and horrible, triumphant and 
abhorrent.  

The Blackhawks would be wise to keep things mostly antiseptic on Feb. 
7. There’ll surely be a moment of silence. There’ll probably be a 
highlights package set to treacly music. And that should be sufficient. 
Keep it simple, keep it classy, keep it brief.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 31, 2023 

 

A man died. A hero did not.  
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Blackhawks legend Bobby Hull, Hockey Hall of Famer, dies at 84 

 

Eric Duhatschek, Mark Lazerus  

 

Bobby Hull, whose spectacular on-ice legacy was tarnished by a long 
history of off-ice transgressions, has died at age 84, the Blackhawks 
confirmed Monday. 

Hull was one of the most prolific goal scorers in the history of the game, 
tallying 610 goals in 1,063 NHL games, and 303 more in the WHA. His 
shocking decision to jump to the WHA’s Winnipeg Jets after 15 years 
with the Blackhawks lent the upstart league legitimacy, helping to 
expedite its eventual merger with the NHL and pave the way for more 
lucrative contracts for other players. 

A two-time Hart Trophy winner and three-time scoring champion, Hull 
won the Stanley Cup with the Blackhawks in 1961, his fourth year in the 
league. He’s indisputably one of the greatest players in hockey history 
and is immortalized outside of the United Center in Chicago with a 
statue, alongside one of longtime teammate Stan Mikita. Hull and Mikita 
popularized the curved stick blade and were one of the league’s all-time 
great duos. 

We are saddened by the passing of Blackhawks legend, the Golden Jet – 
Bobby Hull. pic.twitter.com/SKuRDwtcQB 

— Chicago Blackhawks (@NHLBlackhawks) January 30, 2023 

On the ice, Hull was nicknamed the Golden Jet. In the NHL’s pre-helmet 
era, his signature move was skating down the left wing, hair flying, and 
unloading a slapshot from the top of the circle that constantly would 
overpower the goaltenders of that time. In the 1965-66 season, Hull 
scored 54 goals, the highwater mark for goals in a single season during 
the Original Six era. 

His greatest impact, though, arguably came when he left the Blackhawks 
to sign with the Jets for the — at the time — unheard-of sum of $1 
million. Hull said many times over the years that he asked for $1 million 
mostly just to stop the WHA from pestering him because he figured that 
was a sum of money the league could not come up with. 

But when his asking price was met, he decided to make the leap. 

“He was a rebel. He was a revolutionary. He was brave enough to step 
out of the comfort of the National Hockey League and, being a star in 
Chicago, to challenge the professional hockey world in North America,” 
said Anders Hedberg who, along with Ulf Nilsson, played on a dynamic 
line with Hull for the Jets. “That was Bobby. He loved it. He wasn’t a 
regular guy. He had his faults, for sure, but he was certainly not afraid.” 

Hedberg spent 10 days with Hull in Whistler, B.C., back in the fall during 
the 50th-anniversary celebration of the WHA. 

“Physically, he wasn’t very well at all,” Hedberg said. “His mind was as 
clear as ever. He remembered everything. Swedish sentences we taught 
him. Everything that we did together on the ice.” 

What Hull, Hedberg and Nilsson did as a trio was unprecedented at a 
time when the game of hockey was played mostly in straight lines, up 
and down the ice. The Hull-Hedberg-Nilsson line would crisscross as 
they moved up the ice, regroup, and play what is now commonly referred 
to as a possession game. 

Former WHA president Howard Baldwin noted that he had a picture on 
his wall from Hull’s last nine games as an NHLer, when Hull, Gordie 

Howe and Dave Keon all played together with the Hartford Whalers, the 
first year after the NHL merger. 

“As a kid growing up and a fan of the game, I loved Bobby Hull,” Baldwin 
said. “As far as the WHA was concerned, I just don’t know if the WHA 
would have ever gotten off the ground, or become the success that it did, 
if it wasn’t for Hull. I mean, he took a great leap of faith and came over to 
our league. And at the time, a million dollars was a whole load of money 
for a hockey player or anybody. … The WHA changed the salary 
structure for players more than any other single event.” 

Baldwin noted that two of the most iconic hockey photos of all time 
involve Howe and Hull. 

“The one is of Gordie fishing off the back of a boat with no shirt on. The 
other is of Bobby, baling hay. I would doubt that either one of them ever 
lifted a weight. They were just naturally gifted, strong, dynamic athletes. 
There is no other way to put it. Gordie was pretty quiet, as you know, but 
Bobby was openly charismatic. He had the movie-star looks, let’s face it. 
And he electrified the fans whenever he went on the ice.” 

Hull’s off-ice history of alleged domestic abuse, racism and antisemitism 
eventually prompted the Blackhawks to cut ties with him in 2021. Hull 
had been in the role of team “ambassador” since 2008, frequently 
attending games, doing voice-overs for video montages and schmoozing 
sponsors. But the social reckoning that swept the country in recent years 
came for Hull, too. 

Two of Hull’s former wives accused him of domestic abuse. In 1987, Hull 
pleaded guilty to assaulting a police officer who tried to break up an 
argument between Hull and his then-wife, Deborah. Reports from the 
incident say Hull had a bruise on her head but refused treatment. In a 
2002 ESPN “SportsCentury” documentary, his former wife Joanne said 
that Hull had beaten her during a trip to Hawaii. 

“I took a real beating there,” she said. “(Bobby) just picked me up, threw 
me over his shoulder, threw me in the room, and just proceeded to knock 
the heck out of me. He took my shoe — with a steel heel — and 
proceeded to hit me in the head. I was covered with blood. And I can 
remember him holding me over the balcony and I thought this is the end, 
I’m going.” 

In 1997, Hull was quoted by the Russian newspaper The Moscow Times 
as saying Adolf Hitler “had some good ideas” and that he “just went a 
little bit too far.” The newspaper also quoted Hull as saying the Black 
population in the United States was growing too quickly. Hull refuted the 
quotes in a statement as “false and defamatory.” 

The Blackhawks released a statement announcing his death: 

“The Chicago Blackhawks are saddened by the passing of Blackhawks 
legend Bobby Hull, a superstar for our franchise between 1957 and 1972. 
Hull is part of an elite group of players who made a historic impact on our 
hockey club. The Golden Jet helped the Blackhawks win the 1961 
Stanley Cup and delivered countless memories to our fans, whom he 
adored. Generations of Chicagoans were dazzled by Bobby’s shooting 
prowess, skating skill and overall team leadership that led to 604 career 
goals, a franchise record that remains to this day. We send our deepest 
sympathies to the Hull family.” 

Historic impact and countless memories with the Golden Jet. 
pic.twitter.com/Y3bDhYJCKK 

— Chicago Blackhawks (@NHLBlackhawks) January 30, 2023 

“Bobby Hull will always be remembered as one of the greatest 
Blackhawks players of all time. He was a beloved member of the 
Blackhawks family,” Blackhawks chairman Rocky Wirtz in a statement. 
“When I assumed leadership of the organization upon my father’s 
passing in 2007, one of my first priorities was to meet with Bobby to 
convince him to come back as an ambassador of the team. His 
connection to our fans was special and irreplaceable. On behalf of the 
entire Wirtz family, I offer our deepest condolences on the loss of Bobby 
Hull, the Golden Jet. He will be missed.” 
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ESPN / NHL trade grades - Bo Horvat to the New York Islanders 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The rumor and speculation is now over regarding Vancouver Canucks 
center Bo Horvat. The New York Islanders have traded forwards Anthony 
Beauvillier and Aatu Raty, along with a conditional first-round pick in the 
2023 draft (top-12 protected), in exchange for Vancouver's now-former 
captain. The Canucks are retaining 25% of Horvat's salary. 

In 49 games played this season, Horvat already has tied a career high in 
goals with 31. He also was named to the Pacific Division roster for the 
2023 NHL All-Star Game this past weekend. His contract expires at the 
end of this season, at which point he'll hit unrestricted free agency. 

How did both GMs do in this swap? Here are our grades: 

New York Islanders: C 

Isles general manager Lou Lamoriello likes to keep things quiet. 
Remember when we heard about the Canucks and Islanders talking 
about J.T. Miller at the draft last summer? And how the Islanders opted 
not to do business with Vancouver partially because we had heard about 
those talks? 

Suffice it to say, the Horvat trade happened with nary a peep about the 
Islanders and Canucks being in conversation. Just the way Lou likes it. 

Lamoriello has never shied away from making a significant deal, no 
matter if his team is challenging for the Stanley Cup or desperately trying 
to bounce over the playoff bubble, like these Islanders. The significance 
of this deal isn't just for the second half of the season but potentially for 
years to come. 

"You have to give something to get something," Lamoriello said Monday. 
"But with the depth we have down the middle, we felt this was something 
that helped our hockey team. Today and tomorrow. This is a 27-year-old 
player." 

In the short term, Horvat immediately bolsters an offense that ranks 25th 
in the NHL at 2.85 goals per game. He has 31 goals in 49 games, after 
scoring 31 goals in 70 games last season. He has 24 power-play goals 
over the past two seasons, which could be a boon to an Islanders unit 
that ranks 31st in the NHL in power-play conversion rate (15.5%). He 
wins 56% of his faceoffs, which will help New York as a middle-of-the-
pack faceoff team (15th overall). 

He is many things that the current Islanders are not. 

But the reason the Islanders gave up what they did to make this move is, 
in theory, for the seasons beyond this one. Horvat told reporters that 
there have been no contract extension talks with the Islanders, saying, 
"We'll see if we can get something done." 

Lamoriello made it no secret that this was a trade made to keep Horvat 
with the Islanders after this season. 

"Whenever you make a transaction like this, you make it for a player that 
has character," he said. "That knows what a team gives up. And certainly 
feels comfortable in the organization he's in. All of that, he'll recognize 
quickly, and hopefully we'll get that done." 

Bringing Horvat back on a long-term deal is the whole ballgame here. 
The Islanders signed Mathew Barzal to an extension through 2030-31. 
He needs another elite forward to play with, either as a linemate or on the 
power play or as an anchor for another scoring line. The Islanders 
believe Horvat is that guy, and they appear willing to pay him the average 

annual salary that'll fall between Anders Lee's $7 million in average 
annual value and Barzal's $9.15 million in AAV. 

It's possible Horvat decides to test the free-agent waters. Heck, it's 
possible Lamoriello understands that, sees the Islanders as something 
less than a playoff team and cuts his losses with a Horvat reflip ahead of 
the March 3 deadline to another contender. It's Lou. Everything's on the 
table. 

(The 25% salary retention could come in really handy if there was a 
second Horvat trade, as the Isles could pick up another 25% of his salary 
to swing the doors open to a number of capped-out contenders looking to 
make a deal.) 

But let's be real: Lamoriello has been doing this for a long, long time -- 
like, since the late 1980s. He is a big trade guy but not a gambler. He is 
making this trade with some confidence that Horvat is playing next to 
Belmont Park for the next several seasons or he isn't making it. 

Barzal, Horvat, Lee, Brock Nelson, Ryan Pulock, Adam Pelech, Noah 
Dobson and, hopefully, Ilya Sorokin (who is an unrestricted free agent in 
2024): That's a good, but not great, core to build around. 

It's possible that in Horvat and Barzal, the Islanders have two outstanding 
supporting players in search of a star to orbit around. It's possible that 
Horvat is peaking and that an eight-year extension's cap hit will look 
mighty different within five years. Adding another player 28 years or older 
(Horvat's 28th birthday is April 5) to this roster doesn't seem ideal. 

As for the return to Vancouver, it was time for the Isles to stop waiting on 
Beauvillier. Raty has been projected by some to be a third-line center; 
and besides, Barzal and Horvat would have two center spots locked 
down if he re-signs. The hardest thing to surrender was the draft pick, 
although the Islanders do have some control over when the Canucks 
receive it. It's top-12 lottery protected, but if it ends up being No. 12 
overall in 2023, the Islanders could send it over now rather than risk a 
higher pick in 2024. 

Lamoriello, of course, probably doesn't see the Islanders as a lottery 
team this season or next. He clearly still believes that the Islanders are 
the team that went to the Eastern Conference finals twice in pandemic-
impacted seasons, rather than the one that had a .512 points percentage 
last season and a .529 points percentage this season. And he believes, 
rightly or wrongly, that Bo Horvat is someone who can help the Islanders 
confirm his beliefs. 

If nothing else, this closes an odd loop in Lamoriello's trade history. On 
June 30, 2013, the New Jersey Devils acquired goalie Cory Schneider 
from the Canucks for the ninth overall pick in the draft. That pick ended 
up being Horvat, who is now with the same franchise that still employs 
Schneider. Lou always gets his man, eventually. 

Vancouver Canucks: B 

The inkling that the Canucks were going to soon be out of the Bo Horvat 
business came a few weeks ago. President of hockey operations Jim 
Rutherford talked about how his team had a contract offer tabled for the 
captain since last summer but that the math on the net contract had 
significantly changed thanks to Horvat's (conveniently timed) career-high 
goal-scoring season. Even if they wanted to up their ante for Horvat, the 
franchise's decision to hand out new deals to forwards J.T. Miller and 
Brock Boeser made that economically unfeasible. 

Horvat was a pending unrestricted free agent, and his team wasn't going 
to bring him back -- and the rest of the NHL knew this. 

That established, the Canucks acquired a top-six NHL forward, a top-five 
prospect in a team's system and a first-round pick that is lottery protected 
in 2023 (for obvious reasons) but not for 2024. On paper, that's the kind 
of return one expects for a center with Horvat's numbers, age and 
situation. For example, Claude Giroux went for Owen Tippett as well as 
first- and third-round picks at the previous trade deadline, and Giroux is 
eight years older than Horvat. 
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But trades aren't made in a vacuum. There are names attached to those 
categories. Beauvillier is a bit of a diminished prospect at this point in his 
career. After a breakout campaign in the pandemic-shortened 2020-21 
season (1.2 goals per 60 minutes), he regressed last season, and he 
hasn't played out of that funk in 2022-23, during which he has just 20 
points in 49 games. Beauvillier is 25 years old and under contract 
through the 2023-24 season at a manageable $4.15 million annual cap 
hit, even if it's now a bit high for his production level. 

At best, the Canucks have acquired a winger who needed a change in 
scenery to recapture his game. At worst, this is who Beauvillier is going 
to be: a winger who shows flashes of upside but never consistency -- 
unless we're talking about being a defensive liability, for which he has 
unfortunately been very consistent in his career. Still, he is a player the 
Canucks could move along in another transaction. He has some value. 

Raty, 20, had two goals in 12 games with the Islanders this season. 
Selected at No. 52 in the 2021 draft, he was considered among the top 
five prospects in the Islanders' system, which tells you more about the 
Islanders' system than it does Raty. He has good ice vision, and he 
showed offensive flash playing in SM-liiga in 2021-22, putting up point-
per-game numbers. He has yet to show that in North America, but again, 
Raty is 20 years old with a dozen NHL games to his credit. It all adds up 
to an intriguing prospect acquired in a package for a player who was 
leaving anyway. 

The Canucks retained 25% of Horvat's cap hit. That's a bit surprising but 
necessary to make this particular deal work. 

The reason this trade is a solid B for the Canucks is that they are, for lack 
of a better term, fading the Islanders. The first-round pick is lottery 
protected for this draft. Assuming the Horvat trade doesn't turn this 
season around -- and New York currently has a 12% chance of qualifying 
for the playoffs -- that first-rounder could kick over to 2024, should the 
Islanders choose. Islanders GM Lamoriello is wagering Horvat signs long 
term and that the roster he has built is one that's going to be a contender. 
The Canucks are wagering they won't make the playoffs and that the 
struggles with this roster will continue in 2023-24. Which bet are you 
backing? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks left searching for off-ice leadership in wake of 
Horvat trade 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – In the past few months, Bo Horvat was asked as captain 
of the Vancouver Canucks to speak about teammates’ contracts and 
their impact on his own ability to re-sign, the effect of trade-rumours on 
his family, fans throwing jerseys on the ice and booing the home team, 
every single loss, the death of Gino Odjick, the treatment of injured 
teammate Tanner Pearson, and how management handled the firing of 
former coach Bruce Boudreau. 

Since he became captain of the Canucks in 2019 – after being groomed 
for years for the role by former captain Henrik Sedin and others – Horvat 
has also spoken about player safety, vaccine mandates, inclusiveness, 
the collective bargaining agreement, and the sexual assault of Kyle 
Beach and the NHL Players’ Association’s subsequent role in it. 

And as far as anyone can recall, not once did he lose his composure, 
drop an F-bomb, display contempt or anger for a question or become 
visibly agitated at anything except poor play by himself or his team. 

Horvat was as tremendous a statesman as he was a skatesman, and you 
need to be both if you’re going to captain the Canucks and become part 

of a lineage that includes Sedin, Markus Naslund, Trevor Linden and 
Stan Smyl. 

When the Canucks traded Horvat Monday to the New York Islanders, 
sure, they lost a terrific hockey player. 

Their return in the trade, however, was also excellent: middle-six winger 
Anthony Beauvillier, 20-year-old prospect Aatu Raty and a conditional 
first-round pick. All for a 27-year-old player who is on an expiring 
contract. 

But what the Canucks can’t replace in the short-term is Horvat’s ability to 
withstand and deflect the daily media blast furnace, to reassure fans and 
satisfy reporters with his calm, measured responses to anything thrown 
at him. He was the most visible and most exposed player in the 
organization. 

And for this, the Canucks have no replacement. 

General manager Patrik Allvin, who has been in the market for only a 
year, suggested during his post-trade press conference on Monday that 
forward Elias Pettersson and defencemen Quinn Hughes are ready to 
take “over this team.” 

On the ice, they may be. Both are young stars, still getting better and, 
importantly, hungry for responsibility. They want the game on their stick. 
But they are also 24 and 23 years old, respectively.  

Each is bright and fascinating to talk to privately when cameras aren’t 
rolling. But besides their relative youth and life inexperience, they were 
also conditioned by communications staff during more than two years of 
pandemic-restricted availabilities to speak in front of the media hordes 
about once per week. 

Are they really ready to do this every day, win or lose? Would they even 
want to? 

“Definitely, it's hard to move your captain away,” Allvin told reporters 
Monday evening. “It was definitely a hard conversation that I had with Jim 
(Rutherford, president) and (coach) Rick Tocchet. There is a lot of 
younger players, in particular Pettersson and Quinn Hughes, that have 
shown that they're capable of being leaders of this team. So we will sit 
down as a staff and talk about it here over the next couple of days.” 

Is there a rush to decide how to replace Horvat as captain? 

“Not a rush, but I do think that there will be a decision here, either way, 
what we come up with,” Allvin said. “But I do think that Pettersson and 
Quinn Hughes have shown that they're capable of taking over this team. 

“Playing in a Canadian market is definitely a challenge and more comes 
with it, too. But I do think a lot of younger players have grown into it. I 
think that every leader is different. You're still going to, hopefully, perform 
on the ice, and that way lead this group moving forward more than, you 
know, talking off the ice.” 

But someone has to talk. Rutherford announced when Bruce Boudreau 
was fired Jan. 22 that he would no longer be doing interviews, leaving 
big-picture messaging to Allvin and Tocchet. Tocchet just arrived, and 
Allvin has gone weeks between interviews this season. 

Often, the messaging was left to Horvat. 

The veteran player probably best suited by disposition and articulateness 
to replace Horvat as captain is Luke Schenn, which is ironic because he 
is another impending unrestricted free agent likely to be traded before the 
Mar. 3 deadline. 

“It's a hard decision for different reasons,” Allvin said when asked about 
Schenn. “I have a lot of respect for Luke Schenn as a person and what 
he brings in terms of winning habits. I mean, he won two Cups (with 
Tampa) and he's a very attractive player in what he brings here day to 
day. So that's definitely a hard one for us. But we also understand that 
he's a UFA and we'll see if there is another deal to be made or what the 
decision will be here over the next couple of weeks.” 
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Schenn could fetch another valuable asset for Allvin, who appears to 
have done just fine in the organization’s biggest in-season trade since 
Pavel Bure was sent to Florida by Brian Burke 24 years ago. 

Allvin said Beauvillier, 25, should play among the Canucks’ top six 
forwards. Raty, who has outperformed his second-round draft position 
from 18 months ago, instantly becomes one of the organization’s top 
three or four prospects. And Allvin still has another player to chose with 
the first-round draft pick he gets from the Islanders this year or next. 

“You can look at it that we got, actually, three first-rounders back here,” 
Allvin said of his trade haul. 

Soon after he was hired by Rutherford last January to replace Jim 
Benning as GM, Allvin said the Canucks needed to change their culture. 
Trading their captain and longest-tenured player has the potential to start 
a seismic shift. 

More changes are coming – in the next month and this summer. 

“Again, we're sitting in the standings in the bottom here, so we need to 
improve our team,” Allvin said. “As we said when we got in here (we’re) 
and trying to get younger, and this might be starting (that). What is it, five 
weeks to the trading deadline? So I would assume that more calls will 
come along here.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' stars accept Bowness' challenge, deliver in 
comeback win over Blues 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

WINNIPEG - When you challenge your difference makers, this is 
precisely the type of response a head coach is looking for. 

Winnipeg Jets bench boss Rick Bowness voiced his displeasure after 
Saturday’s 4-0 loss to the Philadelphia Flyers, challenging his big guns to 
make an impact in the final game before the break. 

To say the group openly accepted the challenge would be a profound 
understatement. 

After falling behind 2-0 to a Central Division rival, the Jets roared back 
with four unanswered goals in the third period to earn a 4-2 victory over 
the St. Louis Blues that snapped a three-game losing skid on Monday 
night. 

Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey scored twice and Mark Scheifele 
scored a pair of his own to hit the 30-goal mark for the third time in his 
career. 

“I think we handled it pretty good,” Scheifele said with a smile during his 
post-game address. 

Morrissey cued the comeback 40 seconds after Nikita Alexandrov had 
given the Blues a 2-0 advantage. 

After beating Blues goalie Jordan Binnington with a wrister, Morrissey, 
channeling his inner Tom Brady, belted out “Let’s F-ing Go, let’s F-ing 
Go” as part of an emotional celebration. 

Morrissey would neither confirm, nor deny that he might have to make a 
contribution to the swear jar prior to heading to Florida to represent the 
Jets in the NHL All-Star Game along with goalie Connor Hellebuyck. 

“You’ll have to read my lips, I guess,” quipped Morrissey, who also 
scored his fifth game-winner of the season as he moved to 10 goals and 
53 points in 52 games. “Obviously a tough little stretch run here, but 
we’re a heck of a hockey team. You can feel the tension in the rink, 

obviously fans are getting on us and at times rightfully so, for sure. But 
we have a great team, we have a great group of guys here and it just felt 
like we were playing a really good game tonight and not getting 
rewarded, so I tried to get a little emotion. I just kind of blacked out. We 
are a dangerous team at home when we’ve got the fans behind us. 

“I thought we were good as a whole team, but certainly guys that kind of 
get counted on to produce, were feeling it and feeling the pressure a little 
bit. (It’s) nice to just, whether, I don’t know I haven’t looked at the 
scoresheet, but whether guys showed up win the scoresheet or not, I 
thought we played a heck of a game. The compete was there, the effort 
was there that is our identity and everything else kind of come from that, 
so it was a great response by us and it definitely feels pretty good right 
now.” 

Morrissey was a force throughout the contest and remains in the thick of 
the Norris Trophy conversation, sitting behind Erik Karlsson (66 points) of 
the San Jose Sharks and Rasmus Dahlin (55 points) in points among D-
men. 

On Monday, Morrissey had a game-high 27:27 of ice time and finished 
with seven shots on goal, 11 shot attempts, three hits and three blocked 
shots. 

“It was awesome. Josh played frickin’ fantastic. He always does, and he 
got rewarded,” said Scheifele. “A few big goals by him, and he led us 
tonight, for sure.” 

Bowness had the line blender on industrial speed to start the game in a 
message that was two-fold. 

Not only was he seeking an offensive spark for a group that had been 
held to two goals or fewer in six of the previous eight games, but he was 
also looking for a bit more defensive responsibility. 

“We had to cut down the chances against. We had to play better 
defensively,” said Bowness. “We had to get to the net. We put a mucker 
on each line to do both of those things. So let’s play better team defence 
and let’s make sure we’re getting to the net a lot more than we have 
been the last couple games. 

“The difference makers, when I said that I wasn’t just focused on the 
offensive guys. We gave up four goals, so it was both sides of it. You get 
in the situation we’ve been in, we’re down, we’ve lost three in a row, 
haven’t played well at all, the big guys have to step up - and they all did 
at once.” 

As a result, that sound you hear was a collective exhale: for Jets players, 
the coaching staff and a fan base that was growing frustrated by a group 
that had gone 2-5 in the past seven games and had reverted to some 
bad habits of late. 

But rather than go into the break on a four-game losing skid, the Jets 
turned the tables and sent the Blues to a fifth consecutive loss in the 
process, building a 16-point cushion over them in the Central Division 
standings. 

The Jets are 32-19-1 on the season and sit one point behind the Dallas 
Stars in the chase for top spot in both the division and the Western 
Conference, though the Stars hold a game in hand. 

With 30 games left in the campaign coming out of the break, the hard 
work is just beginning. 

“That’s a pretty big swing in that third period. You go from being down 2-
0 to winning that game in a pretty fun fashion. It changes everything,” 
said Scheifele. “A little bit of a sigh of relief and you get to enjoy the 
break a little bit more. But we have to remember when we come back, 
the games are only going to ramp up again. We’re going to have to have 
a few good practices and come back to work and use that third period 
template as this is the way that we play, that this is every night.” 

“This is what the game is all about. You’ve got to get excited, you’ve got 
to get ramped up and get the crowd into it. Obviously we haven’t played 
as great as we’d like the last couple games, hearing some boos out 
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there. That’s definitely frustrating. That (win) definitely brought the 
happiness back in all of us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / No longer a 'Canuck for life,' Horvat can just focus on 
hockey in New York 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

VANCOUVER – When he was traded Monday by the only National 
Hockey League team he has played for, Bo Horvat was starting a long-
planned family holiday at Disney World before reporting for this 
weekend’s All-Star Game in Florida. 

It was a chance, he told Sportsnet on Friday before leaving Vancouver, 
to unplug from the stress and craziness of a disastrous Canucks season 
that had the team’s 27-year-old captain swirling at the epicentre of trade 
rumours since it began. 

Horvat and his wife, Holly, were having custom All-Star Game jean 
jackets made for their small children, Gunnar (2 ½) and Tulsa (9 months), 
with the Canucks logo on them.  

“Keepsakes,” Bo explained.  

The last of them, it turns out. 

Vancouver traded him to the New York Islanders for winger Anthony 
Beauvillier, centre-prospect Aatu Raty and a conditional first-round draft 
pick. When Horvat flies to New York on Sunday night, instead of turning 
west to practise with the Canucks in New Jersey, Horvat will head east to 
meet the Islanders on Long Island.. 

The Canucks checked all the boxes on their trade wish list: a solid, 
proven NHL player in Beauvillier who is two years younger than Horvat, 
an A-grade prospect in Raty who has already logged 12 NHL games this 
season, and a first-rounder. 

It is the biggest in-season trade for the organization since holdout Pavel 
Bure was sent to the Florida Panthers in 1999. That was five general 
managers ago for the Canucks. This is a massive transaction that will, 
one way or another, define the Jim Rutherford-Patrik Allvin era. 

But it’s also a sad one – an ending no one anticipated last summer 
before the Canucks’ new management prioritized J.T. Miller’s contract 
extension over Horvat’s. 

It is the forced departure of a player who during some of the most 
challenging seasons in Canucks history not only became a top two-way 
centre, but conducted himself daily with unswerving loyalty, dignity and 
thoughtfulness as the team’s captain. 

Even until the end – or at least his one-on-one interview with 
Sportsnet.ca on Friday – Horvat still wanted to stay with the Canucks and 
maintained faint hope that there might yet be a resolution to a contract 
standoff exacerbated by his outstanding season. 

In 49 games, Horvat scored 31 goals and 54 points and on Friday, when 
he pulled on his Canuck jersey for the final time at Rogers Arena, he had 
four assists in a 5-2 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

“In the summertime and even at the beginning of the year, honestly, I 
thought I was going to be a Canuck,” Horvat said Monday in a Zoom call 
with reporters. “And I thought I was going to be a Canuck for life, to be 
honest with you. Just things didn't work out that way and, you know, it led 
me to this. So I'm grateful for that and I'm grateful that the New York 
Islanders really believe in me and I'm proud to be in New York Islander 
now. 

“There was a lot going on this year to say the least, and it hasn't been an 
easy year dealing with just everything that's gone on. I'm sure when this 
is all over and it starts to sink in, I'm definitely going to have a little bit of 
weight off the shoulders.” 

He described his emotions as part disappointment, part relief. 

Horvat never said it publicly, but he was determined after last summer to 
prove how good he could be. It’s not that he begrudged anything to his 
friend and teammate Miller, whose seven-year, $56-million-US extension 
begins next season, but after eight seasons in Vancouver, he didn’t 
expect to be the last guy looking for a chair as the salary-cap music was 
ending. 

Amid constant conjecture about his future and a kerosene-fire of a 
season, Horvat merely played the best hockey of his life.  

“I'm not going to lie; it's been really tough, especially on my family,” 
Horvat told us Friday. “My wife's been a rock through this whole thing, 
and I think the unknown for her has been really tough -- not knowing 
what's going to happen, where we're going to be, how we're going to get 
the kids there. Having that in the back of our mind has been really tough. 
My mom and dad get texts every single day about where we're going. 

“It's been stressful, but I mean, I've just been trying to do my best to 
block it out and not take what I do at the rink home to add that extra 
stress. 

“I'd like to think I've been through a lot mentally in my life. And, you know, 
it's not an easy market to play in with everything going on. So I am proud 
of the way I’ve handled it.” 

He handled it well enough that Islanders general manager Lou Lamoriello 
paid a small ransom for Horvat – presumably with the expectation of 
signing him beyond this season. 

Lamoriello, of course, was the New Jersey GM 10 years ago when he 
traded the ninth-overall pick to the Canucks – the one Mike Gillis used to 
select Horvat – to get goalie Cory Schneider from Vancouver. Now, 
Lamoriello is getting Horvat back, a better player and leader than anyone 
imagined back then. 

“It's a tough goodbye,” Horvat said Monday. “It doesn't go unnoticed what 
everybody has done for me (in Vancouver) and the Canucks 
organization. . . all the amazing people that have helped me through my 
career. I'm going to miss a lot of people and a lot to do with the Canucks. 
But it's going to be a fresh start for me and my family and we can't be 
more excited to be part of the New York Islanders. Can't wait to get 
things going.” 

He won’t have to wait long. The Islanders play the Canucks next 
Thursday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Holy water and potatoes: Stories from Jagr's short but 
memorable stint with Flames 

 

Eric Francis  

 

High atop a rarely-touched shelf in the equipment manager’s room at the 
Scotiabank Saddledome sits a divine reminder of Jaromir Jagr’s time in 
Calgary. 

Wrapped with hockey tape, on which the words “do not throw out” were 
written by Mark DePasquale, is a 1.5 litre, disposable bottle of water the 
Czech star entrusted to the Flames equipment guru. 
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“This is his bottle of holy water he brought over,” smiles DePasquale as 
he pulls down the relatively full plastic container with Czech labeling.    

Jaromir Jagr's bottle of "holy water" (Eric Francis) 

“I don’t know what, exactly, he used it for, because he did a lot of things 
in private. 

“I know he poured it on his stick, but I don’t know how long he expected 
his bottle to last.” 

No one had a clue how long his final NHL stint would last either.  

Sunday marked the fifth anniversary of Jagr’s contract with the Flames 
being assigned to HC Kladno, where he still plays for the Czech team he 
owns. 

It ended a half-season experiment for the then 45-year-old that would 
have been forgettable if not for the aura around one of game’s most 
intriguing legends.   

In a remarkable, 24-year career that landed him second on the NHL’s 
scoring list, and third in games played, his ninth NHL stop was but a blip, 
as injuries and age conspired to leave him with just one goal and seven 
points in 22 outings. 

However, the impact he made in the Flames locker room will forever be 
embedded in the minds of those who felt lucky enough to share space 
with the quirky winger whose lifestyle and routines left them with a 
lifetime of stories. 

“He’s a rock star, for sure,” said DePasquale, who treasured his 
interactions with a man he called one of the great students of the game. 

“The first thing he asked for right away was a key to the locker room 
because, as someone who only slept four hours at a time, he’d come to 
the rink at weird hours. 

“He had that approved from upstairs – no other player has ever gotten 
that. 

“I came in with my son to get caught up on some stuff at 10 p.m. one 
night and I go out to the ice and Jags is already out there, and he’s 
putting my son through drills. 

Jagr with Mark DePasquale's son. (Courtesy Mark DePasquale) 

“My son was 12 and doesn’t know who Jags is, so he’s like, ‘Dad, who is 
this old guy putting me through drills? I just came to shoot some pucks 
and have some fun.’ 

“He didn’t understand it was Jags trying to help him get better.” 

Everything Jagr did was with an eye on getting better, albeit via 
unorthodox methods, like potato therapy. 

“He came into the trainer’s room in Dallas and he asked for a knife,” 
recalled Michael Stone. 

“I was like, ‘what do you need a knife for?’ and, he said, ‘I’ve got to cut 
this potato.’ 

“We thought he was eating the potato, but he cut the potato and put 
slices on his knees to take out the inflammation in his knees. 

“Never seen that before.” 

Never before had Stone seen a player consume as much coffee as Jagr 
did. 

“I don’t remember seeing him drink anything else,” said Stone, who 
admitted Jagr was the only teammate he ever asked for a signed jersey, 
which took ages to get done.   

“Oh, and his stick was, like, 14-feet long. I was like, ‘how is he going to 
play with this?’” 

A notorious tinkerer with his equipment, Jagr was given a corner stall, 
where he could lay out the six or eight pairs of skates he was trying at 
any given time.  

“He had stuff all over, and there he didn’t bother anybody,” said 
DePasquale, who said Jagr was a very religious type who had a “shrine” 
in his locker.  

“Probably the worst stall in the building except for the one when you 
come in, but that’s the stall he wanted. In fact, we always call that stall 
the ‘Jagr Stall.’”  

Jordan Sigalet, who was the team’s goalie coach at the time, had a 
different name for it. 

“The players nicknamed it ‘Sport Chek’ because he had about 12 pairs of 
skates, 20 sticks, gloves, - there was so much stuff there our coach 
couldn’t even get to the white board to draw something,” said Sigalet, 
who recalls seeing the bottle of holy water in there, amongst other things. 

“His stall was like the guy from Major League, with the Buddha in there. 
There was always something going on there.” 

Jagr told DePasquale he only slept in four-hour intervals, making it 
common for him to drop into the Dome three times a day – morning, late 
afternoon and late evening to work out, skate and dither.  

The ultimate rink rat, whose obsession with his equipment saw him break 
the rules in rinks around the league with his desire to test the ice an hour 
before game time before instructing DePasquale how to sharpen his 
skates. 

“He drove me crazy with it, but that part of him was genius because the 
ice is different from morning to night sometimes,” chuckled DePasquale, 
professing his undying love and respect for no. 68. 

“He would just change his mind a lot, but he was often sticking with what 
worked for him, and I don’t mind that. 

“He had a cross that he had blessed by the Pope, so every time he 
changed gloves I’d have to cut that cross out of the gloves and sew them 
into the new gloves. 

“That helped him feel protected.” 

Constantly altering skates, blades, stick length and other equipment, the 
five-time scoring champ’s quest to keep playing knew no boundaries. 

Matthew Tkachuk relished every minute of it, wanting to learn everything 
he could from the veteran of almost 2,000 NHL games. 

Johnny Gaudreau was thrilled to have drawn the assist on Jagr’s last 
NHL goal, but wasn’t sure what to make of unsolicited advice from the 
fitness freak, who informed the diminutive superstar he’d never reach his 
potential if he kept subjecting his body to his legendary diet of junk food. 

The staff all got a kick out of the fact assistant equipment manager Corey 
Osmak was drafted the same year as Jagr (1990), as were assistant 
GMs Craig Conroy and Brad Pascall. 

The media and PR staff were never quite sure when Jagr would be 
willing to impart his wisdom, making his sporadic availabilities 
fascinating. 

No interaction with the media came close to being as legendary as the 
night Jagr decided to surprise Sportsnet’s Ryan Leslie as he was 
interviewing the Travelling Jagrs. 

“The craziest thing I saw was him wrapping his blade with mini-bands,” 
said Mikael Backlund. 

“He hadn’t scored, and he felt he needed some extra pop. 

“He never played with it, but he tried it on the ice.” 
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Backlund recalled being nervous when meeting Jagr, who he idolized 
while growing up. He eventually built up the nerve to ask Jagr to sign a 
few jerseys for him – a move several players made. 

Having coached Jagr before in Dallas, Flames coach Glen Gulutzan 
knew what a big deal it was to have Jagr around, so for Christmas he got 
him to autograph jerseys for all the staff members, who were ecstatic. 

“You heard he was different, and that he has a few things going for 
himself, but you had so much respect for him,” said Backlund. 

“He’s an icon for the hockey world, having played for so long, and was 
such a great player. 

“It was surreal he was here.” 

So mysterious was Jagr, few are surprised to learn he never appeared in 
a Flames team photo. 

His legacy here are the stories still circulating, including a tale about one 
of the players who may have poured some of Jagr’s holy water on his 
stick to try turning around his season. 

He wound up minus-3 that night. 

“Untouchable - I would never, ever touch it,” said fellow Czech, and Jagr 
friend, Dan Vladar, stunned to hear someone may have tried Jagr’s 
blessed liquid. 

“It’s for him. 

“I’m scared of that stuff. I believe in karma and that stuff.” 

Indeed, the aura continues. 
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TSN.CA / Nylander ‘producing at an elite rate’ with Matthews out 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, 
who held an optional skills practice at Ford Performance Centre on 
Monday ahead of Wednesday’s game against the Boston Bruins. 

Since the start of the 2020-21 season, Auston Matthews has missed 17 
games. William Nylander has played in 16 of those games, producing 10 
goals and 11 assists. Does he elevate when the Rocket Richard Trophy 
winner is absent?  

"I haven't really thought about it," Nylander said. "I think everybody steps 
up when Auston's out knowing how much he means to the team. So, 
everybody has to dig in a little extra harder to try to cover up for him." 

When Matthews misses time, John Tavares moves up to the top line with 
Mitch Marner, which leaves Nylander to drive the second unit.  

"It's an opportunity for him to maybe get more puck touches," said Alex 
Kerfoot, who is again taking over as the second-line centre with 
Matthews out. "He feels like he has to carry a bit more of the load 
offensively and he's a guy that, obviously, can do that and relishes that 
opportunity. It seems like he takes that upon himself and he's been doing 
a really good job of it." 

Nylander has hit the scoresheet in 14 of the last 16 games he's played 
without Matthews in the lineup.  

"I think there is something to be said about the fact that there is more 
puck available," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "Whether it is on the power 
play or at even strength or whatever it is, more of the plays will run 

through a smaller group of guys, naturally. But it is a small enough 
sample that I don't know if you can point to a particular thing." 

The Leafs announced on Friday that Matthews will miss at least three 
weeks with a knee sprain. Nylander scored a power-play goal that night 
against the Ottawa Senators. He scored again on Sunday against the 
Washington Capitals.  

"He's had a remarkable year," Kerfoot said. "It seems no matter where 
he's playing in the lineup, who he's playing with, he's producing and 
producing at an elite rate. He doesn't seem to be having many nights off 
this year. He's been really consistent and every night he's a force out 
there." 

Nylander leads the Leafs with 28 goals in 51 games and is on pace to 
easily surpass his career high of 34 set over 81 games last season.  

--- 

Nylander is tied with Marner for the team points lead with 59. Marner will 
represent the Leafs at the All-Star Game in Florida this weekend. 
Matthews was also slated to attend before getting hurt. Nylander, 
meanwhile, is still waiting for an invitation to the mid-season showcase.  

"It's only the beginning for him," stressed defenceman Rasmus Sandin. "I 
think he'll get his time there. He was definitely in the discussion for this 
year, but we also have other players who have played terrific for us."  

The 3-on-3 format and the league's desire to have every team 
represented makes the All-Star roster tough to crack for players on 
talent-laden teams. But, in general, does Nylander feel like he's proven 
he belongs in that elite player category?  

"That's where I'm trying to be and that's where I think my game can be," 
Nylander said. "So that's what I expect out of myself."   

Nylander shrugged off the All-Star snub. In fact, he didn't even realize 
fans had been pushing hard for him.  

"Look, I literally have no clue about that," the 26-year-old said. "I don't 
have any social media on my phone. I didn't know about that. But that 
means a lot. Obviously, getting support from all the fans ... that's very 
nice to see that they got your back." 

--- 

After playing seven games in 13 days, most of the Leafs stayed off the 
ice on Monday.  

"It's nice to decompress a little bit," said Keefe. "Yet, at the same time, 
we feel we didn't need it to be a full off day. We took Thursday off and we 
have the break upcoming. It was a good work day for them in terms of 
getting a good lift in the gym. We had a good team meeting and then it 
was about just giving the guys the option if they wanted to get out on the 
ice." 

Nylander joined fellow forwards Joey Anderson, Pontus Holmberg, 
Wayne Simmonds, Calle Jarnkrok and Kerfoot on the ice.  

"Nice to work on some small things that I don't usually get to work on 
during practice days," he explained.  

What did Nylander focus on during a 20-minute session with player 
development consultant Darryl Belfry?  

"Just shooting and then some handling the puck around the walls," he 
said.  

Nylander rarely misses a chance to get on the ice.  

"It is not uncommon when this facility is dark and it is a full off-day, he'll 
find his way in here and onto the ice to make sure he gets what he 
needs," said Keefe.  

"That's how he is," said Sandin. "I skate with him all summer and it's a 
pain in the ass going against him every day. His work ethic is really, 
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really high even if it's in the gym. He takes care of himself. He knows 
what he needs to do to be prepared the best for the next game." 

The next game is Wednesday against the league-leading Boston Bruins, 
who sit 11 points ahead of the Leafs with a game in hand.  

"We're just trying to claw our way back at Boston," said Nylander. "We 
got to keep winning games and see what happens. They're on an 
incredible pace and obviously hard to catch if they keep winning, but we'll 
try our best to do that."   

--- 

Understandably, Ilya Samsonov stayed off the ice on Monday. The 25-
year-old goalie is dealing with a heavy workload these days.  

"It's impressive," said Sandin. "I mean, how many games has he played 
in a row now? Four? Five?" 

Seven, actually.  

"Wow, seven," said Sandin. "It's been a tough schedule and he's been 
playing unbelievable hockey and saved us in a lot of games and kept us 
in games the whole time. Very impressed." 

Samsonov is 5-1-1 with a .925 save percentage since Jan. 17.  

"Sometimes it's hard," Samsonov admits, "but coaches support me. You 
know, like, a little bit less [team] skate and more goalie ice or just maybe 
15 minutes with the team. This really help me." 

Samsonov was given Sunday's practice off for maintenance. He also got 
a pass from practice last Tuesday, but did a session with goalie coach 
Curtis Sanford.  

It's been a physical grind for Samsonov, but also a mental one. Consider 
this, last week the Russian came out on top against a couple of 
countrymen in New York Islander Ilya Sorokin and New York Ranger Igor 
Shesterkin, who is the reigning Vezina Trophy winner. He was then 
unexpectedly called upon to play on Friday when the Leafs put forward 
one of their worst performances of the season in a 6-2 loss to the Ottawa 
Senators. Then, to cap it all off, Samsonov faced Darcy Kuemper, the 
man who replaced him in Washington, with captain John Tavares 
celebrating game No. 1,000 on Sunday.  

"Really nice win against my ex-team," he said after stopping 23 of 24 
Capitals shots. "I'm enjoying." 

"He's been busy," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. "He's been 
outstanding ... Our group has a ton of confidence in him and he just goes 
out there and kind of does his thing and then he provides some pretty 
good quotes after games." 

"His post-game quotes are the best for sure," agreed Sandin. "I always 
want him to get the [player-of-the-game] belt because I want to get a 
good laugh after the game. He's just a great guy to be around." 

--- 

Samsonov's best quote of the night on Sunday may have been about 
Rielly, who scored his first goal of the season against the Capitals.  

"Ooooh I'm so happy for him," Samsonov gushed. "I'm waiting for this 
one. You know, in the practice he is shooting so hard ... For me, a little 
bit surprise why he has just one in the season. He will be doing more. 
This goal probably gets some confidence for him." 

Rielly looked skyward after finally getting on the board in his 36th game.  

"Just relief," he said. "A long time coming. Hopefully they come in 
bunches now." 

One day earlier, Rielly fielded questions about his drought from kids at 
the team's annual Easter Seals Skate.  

"I got some good karma from Easter Seals," Rielly said. "I was out there 
with those guys a lot and smiling. I think that's what it was." 

Rielly, who potted 10 goals last season, told the kids he planned on 
scoring on Sunday. So, he kept his promise.  

"Well, I wouldn't call it a promise," Rielly said. "It was more of a hopeful 
guess." 

Toronto's bench erupted after the longest-serving Leaf ended the 
drought.  

"Mo is an important player on our team," said Keefe. "For him to have a 
bit of relief there is felt throughout the team."  

Rielly insists he never let the goal goose egg impact his mood or 
mindset.  

"I don't know if I've ever played with a better professional than Mo," said 
Tavares. "The way he carries himself, you'd never know it. He's just a 
world-class player and person and leader. When the puck hasn't been 
going in, it's never easy, especially between the ears, but he's just stuck 
with it and continues to work every day. You don't see him hanging his 
head, slumping his shoulders, he just continues to work and great to see 
him get rewarded and the goal was vintage him. Just a tremendous 
release and reading the play in a good spot and great to see him get a 
big one for us."  

--- 

The Leafs made sure Tavares enjoyed his 1,000th game.  

"We wanted to make it a night to remember for him," said left winger 
Michael Bunting, who scored Toronto's first goal. "We wanted to get a 
win and we said that before going out there." 

Teammates had a little fun with Tavares after the 5-1 victory. Timothy 
Liljegren, who received the belt on Wednesday, announced he was 
handing the player-of-the-game prize to Mark Giordano. The veteran 
blueliner stood up to make a speech before breaking into laughter.  

"Just kidding!" he said while walking across the room to give Tavares a 
hug and the belt.  

It was a fun moment in a fun day for the 32-year-old centre, who was 
honoured in a pre-game ceremony. His young sons, Jace and Axton, 
were on the ice for the tribute.  

"It was awesome," said Tavares, who writes his sons names on each of 
his sticks. "I think the highlight of their day was sitting beside Mitchy in 
the morning and getting a couple new little sticks." 

While Tavares received a silver stick for reaching the 1,000-game 
milestone, the team also presented his kids with a couple mini silver 
sticks.   

"I'll have to tell them, 'I don't know if those ones are for use,' but I know 
they were pretty fired up about that," Tavares said. "Just great to share it 
with them and show them what I love to do every day. They mean the 
world to me so great to have them out there. My wife and my parents as 
well." 

Could the Leafs tell that Tavares, usually laser focused, was a bit 
emotional?  

"Oh for sure," said Bunting before stopping and reconsidering his 
answer.  

"I don't know if I could actually tell," Bunting said with a grin, "but I'm sure 
he was feeling it. But Johnny is always the same. He's laser focused, like 
you said, and he was straight to business after the ceremony. He played 
a really good game. It didn't seem like he was nervous."  

"Tried to be where my feet were all day long," said Tavares, who picked 
up two assists.  

Tavares took some time to reflect on his hockey journey, but when asked 
what he's most proud of so far, he chose to focus on the future.  
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"I'm still just most excited about what's ahead and continuing to push 
forward," he told TSN. "Still got a lot left in the tank and really believe in 
myself to play at a high level and help this team here and want to do 
some great things. It's a great milestone. Happy to be there, but excited 
to push forward now."  

--- 

With Matt Murray sidelined with an ankle injury, Joseph Woll is with the 
Leafs on an emergency recall. The goalie certainly earned the promotion 
with a 12-1-0 record and .928 save percentage in the American Hockey 
League.  

"The biggest thing for me this year is keeping a steady mindset and, 
regardless of the outcome or the ups and downs of the season, just 
trying to keep my mind as steady as possible," the 24-year-old told 
reporters. "I've been fortunate enough to have really good results with the 
Marlies but my goal, win or lose, is to keep my mind the same." 

Woll faced adversity at the start of the season as he rehabbed a shoulder 
injury and then dealt with an ankle ailment. He didn't play until Nov. 25.  

"I had a lot of time to prepare for this season," he said. "A little more time 
than I would've wanted, so when it was time for me to come back I was 
ready to get playing and to get out of that rehab mode, and just get into 
the season." 

Woll won three of four starts with the Leafs last season.  

"Being able to have been here before and understand how it works on a 
day-to-day basis and be familiar with the group is definitely helpful," he 
said following a session with Sanford.  

--- 

Players taking part in Monday's optional practice:  

FORWARDS: Anderson, Holmberg, Jarnkrok, Kerfoot, Nylander and 
Simmonds.  

DEFENCE: Benn, Brodie, Liljegren, Rielly, Sandin and Timmins. 

GOALIE: Woll. 
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TSN.CA / Examining the trade landscape for Toews and Kane 

 

Travis Yost 

 

One of the more compelling storylines heading into the NHL’s trade 
deadline concerns the Chicago Blackhawks and marquee forwards 
Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane. 

Early in a deep and likely painful rebuild, the Blackhawks could be faced 
with moving one or both faces of the franchise – two future Hall of Fame 
forwards with championship rings who would appeal to any contending 
team. 

But a Kane or Toews trade is extremely nuanced for multiple reasons. 
The first and obvious one is the liability both players pose against the 
salary cap. In even a high-growth cap environment, bringing $10.5 million 
in cap hits onto the books in the middle of the year is a challenge. It’s 
even more difficult in today’s slow-growth era. Moreover, Kane and 
Toews both have no-movement clauses, which means they must be 
amenable to any landing spot. 

Here’s another challenge: Chicago is expecting a meaningful return in 
any Toews or Kane trade, considering their pedigree. But they are both 
34, on expiring deals, and have seen their production wane considerably 

in recent years. They are also strikingly different players – Kane is an 
elite playmaker and scorer whose defensive play has always left 
something to be desired, whereas Toews has built a reputation as a 
more polished two-way forward. 

What teams need to evaluate is how much in the degradation in 
performance from Kane and Toews is resultant from the team they’re 
playing for and the weapons around them, versus how much their play is 
starting to erode. Let’s take a look at a few parameters to show how their 
dominance has waned in a particularly noticeable fashion over the past 
few years. 

To start, let’s look at individual offensive production (all situations):  

There are two very different stories here. Kane has been able to maintain 
his scoring dominance – his production in the 2022-23 season has 
slowed a bit, but that’s an impressively flat (and predictable) trendline. 
Moreover, I think it marries up with what we see watching these games. 
When Kane has the puck and time and space to work with, he’s very 
dangerous. True yesterday, true today, and probably true tomorrow. 

Toews, meanwhile, has started to see a sharp downward turn in his rate 
scoring. Teams aren’t trading for Toews for the primary reason of him 
scoring goals, but this is a noticeable breakdown that started as Toews 
entered his 30s and has sustained itself for about five seasons now. 

Next, let’s look at trended expected goal rates (goaltender neutral), which 
is an important adjustment for a Chicago team that’s rebuilding 
everywhere right now. This is where it gets alarming:  

Toews isn’t the defensive wizard he once was, and that’s been true for 
about five seasons now, with a noticeably bad slide again this season. 
Kane, meanwhile, would be outshot and outchanced on some of his best 
days in his prime, combating that territorial disadvantage with his ability 
to seemingly score at will. But the overarching point here is that neither 
player is driving advantage play at even strength right now. Both are 
getting picked apart defensively. 

One notable point here, especially with this year’s significant downturn, is 
that Kane and Toews haven’t played much with one another. Toews has 
been most commonly playing with Taylor Raddysh and Philipp Kurashev, 
with defencemen Connor Murphy and Jack Johnson behind his line. 
Kane has stayed with more skilled players – Max Domi and Andreas 
Athanasiou up top, with Jake McCabe and Seth Jones behind him. 
Teasing out the impacts of teammate quality – in particular for Toews, 
who really isn’t working with much – on each player’s overall production 
will be critical for any interested buyer. 

But ultimately, this is why we care about the drying up in scoring for 
Toews, the breakdown in territorial advantage for Toews, and the outright 
defensive capitulation from Kane. It’s creating meaningful goal 
disadvantages for the Blackhawks, and that should not be understated. 
Part of the reason Chicago is terrible, and has been terrible for a few 
years now, is because their top players aren’t performing: 

This is blinking red lights buyer beware. Toews and Kane as pure rentals 
are intriguing options in large part because (a) we have seen many years 
of high production in prior years; and (b) there is a good-faith argument 
their more recent play has been impeded by the quality of players around 
them. 

But any team considering a deal must not just consider how much they 
are willing to part with for players who aren’t outperforming their 
opponents anymore. Moreover, any team considering an extension as 
part of a deadline trade must consider the structure of any contract in the 
event the degradation is real. 
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USA TODAY / Hockey Hall of Famer Bobby Hull, 'The Golden Jet,' dies 
at 84 
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Kevin Allen USA TODAY Sports 

 

Hockey Hall of Famer Bobby Hull owned a big shot and he was a big 
shot during an NHL and World Hockey Association career that spanned 
23 years. 

"He was huge when I was growing up in Canada," said former NHL 
player Tom Laidlaw. "He was like the Mickey Mantle of hockey. He was a 
star player with personality. He was flamboyant." 

Hull, who starred on the ice but had controversies off it, has died at age 
84, the Chicago Blackhawks and the NHL Alumni Association announced 
Monday. 

He became the first in NHL history to score more than 50 goals in a 
season when he netted 54 in 1965-66. He got to 50 or more goals in five 
seasons for the Blackhawks and led the NHL in goals seven times. 

Hull had 31 goals and 25 assists in his fourth season to help lead 
Chicago to the Stanley Cup championship in 1960-61, the Blackhawks' 
first in 49 years. 

"Hull is part of an elite group of players who made a historic impact on 
our hockey club," the Blackhawks said in a statement. "The Golden Jet 
helped the Blackhawks win the 1961 Stanley Cup and delivered 
countless memories to our fans, whom he adored. 

"Generations of Chicagoans were dazzled by Bobby's shooting prowess, 
skating skill and overall team leadership that led to 604 career goals, a 
franchise record that remains to this day. We send our deepest 
sympathies to the Hull family."  

Many of Hull's goals were scored on the strength of his strong skating 
and a booming slap shot that was made dangerous by the wickedly big 
curve he put on his stick. 

"Guys weren't using the size of the curve that Hull used in those days 
because at that time guys were still using their backhander to score 
goals," said former NHL goalie Jim Rutherford, now president of the 
Vancouver Canucks. "With that big hook, it was hard to tell where the 
puck was going." 

Hull finished with 610 NHL goals, and he and his son Brett (741 goals) 
form the highest-scoring father-son tandem in NHL history. Both are in 
the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

Hall of Fame goalie Glenn Hall, who played with and against the elder 
Hull, had said the wing's shot was the hardest he ever saw. 

Said Rutherford: "He was at the level that guys are shooting at today, 
except he didn't have the advantage of the modern sticks." 

Rutherford said Hull's shots always reacted differently depending on how 
he struck them. 

"Sometimes it would rise or drop or act like a knuckleball," Rutherford 
said. "Sometimes it would curve. " 

Hull also was known during his playing days for connecting with the fans. 
He always seemed to have time to sign autographs. 

In a 2004 interview, Hull said when he was 10 he asked Gordie Howe for 
an autograph. Howe rubbed his head and signed the top of a cigarette 
package that the young Hull had gotten from his father. He said he 
always remembered Howe's kindness. 

"My mom used to say, 'Don't forget that fans are the most important 
people in this business,'" Hull said. 

Jump to World Hockey Association 

Hull played 15 seasons with Chicago before jumping to the Winnipeg 
Jets to play in the World Hockey Association in 1972-73 for a 10 year, $1 

million deal, which was a stunning amount at the time. In 1974-75, Hull, 
playing on a line with Anders Hedberg and Ulf Nilsson, scored 77 goals 
in 78 games for Winnipeg. 

"The reaction when Hull left was that it was too bad for the NHL, but all of 
us knew he was breaking new ground," Rutherford said. "We got higher 
salaries because of that." 

After the NHL annexed the WHA, Hull ended up playing another 27 
games in the NHL in 1979-80 before retiring. He considered coming out 
of retirement with the New York Rangers in the early 1980s, and Laidlaw 
remembers what a big event it was when he came to New York to skate 
with the team. 

"We all went out to get something to eat and I was like a little kid listening 
to Hull tell stories for hours," Laidlaw said. "He had such a big 
personality." 

Off-ice controversies 

Hull also had several troubling episodes off the ice over the years. 

According to the Associated Press, Hull was convicted of assaulting a 
police officer who intervened in a dispute with then-wife Deborah in 1986. 
He also was accused of battery, but that charge was dropped after 
Deborah told authorities she didn’t want to testify against her husband, a 
state attorney told the Chicago Tribune. 

Hull’s second wife, Joanne, accused him of abuse during an interview 
with ESPN for a 2002 show. 

A Russian newspaper reported in 1998 that Hull said Adolf Hitler “had 
some good ideas.” Hull denied making the comment, calling it “false and 
defamatory.” 

Contributing: Associated Press 

Robert Marvin 'Bobby' Hull 

Born: Jan. 3, 1939, in Point Anne, Ontario, one of 11 children 

Nickname: The Golden Jet 

Education: Dropped out of St. Catherines (Ontario) College in 1957 to 
join the Chicago Black Hawks 

Hall of Fame: Inducted in 1983 into the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

Playing career: 1957-1972 with the Blackhawks; 1972-1979 with the 
World Hockey Association Winnipeg Jets; 1979-80 with the NHL's 
Winnipeg Jets and Hartford Whalers. The left wing was a 12-time NHL 
All-Star, 10 times to the first team; three-time NHL scoring leader; two-
time league MVP; played on the 1961 Blackhawks' Stanley Cup 
champion team and the 1976 and '78 Jets' WHA championship team; his 
slap shot timed at 118.3 mph; one of the game's fastest skaters, timed at 
29.7 mph without the puck, 28.3 mph with it 

Author: The Golden Jet (with Bob Verdi), 2010; Bobby Hull's Hockey 
Made Easy (with Roy G. Nelson), 1984; Hockey is My Game, 1967 

Post-retirement: He worked as a cattle rancher in Canada. He also was a 
Blackhawks ambassador, though he and the team agreed to end that 
role last year after the earlier deaths of Tony Esposito and Stan Mikita. 

Quote: On curving the blade for the first time on his hockey stick, 
revolutionary at the time -- "Poured hot water on it, from a tap, until it got 
soft and lithe. And then I'd shove it under a door at the Chicago Stadium 
and put a chair up, underneath the handle, and left it there all night. 
When I came back in the morning, it was just like this (forms the letter 'C' 
with his hands)." -- From a 2010 interview with Canada's National Post 

Rachel Shuster 
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