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NHL Stadium Series prep begins with conversion of NC State’s Carter-Finley Stadium 

By Chip Alexander 

Early Monday morning, a big black truck with a 53-foot-long 
trailer came rolling up next to N.C. State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium, its arrival long awaited. 

Let the preparations for outdoor hockey begin.  

The huge trailer belongs to the National Hockey League. It’s 
the Mobile Refrigeration Unit, said to be the world’s largest, 
and is used to convert something like a 100-yard football 
field into a 200-foot-long, 85-foot-wide hockey rink suitable 
for an NHL regular-season outdoor game. 

The Carolina Hurricanes, at long last, will make their first 
outdoor appearance Feb. 18, hosting the Washington 
Capitals in the 2023 Stadium Series Game. For much of the 
next two weeks, it’s up to the NHL’s Derek King, the league’s 
senior director of facility and hockey operations, to have 
Carter-Finley ready for play. 

The weather on Saturday, Feb. 18? In North Carolina? 
That’s anyone’s guess, but the NHL must be ready for all 
contingencies. 

“Warm rain makes things a little tougher, right?” King said. 
“But we’ve had rain in other climates ad we’ve kind of grown 
accustomed to adapting to what we see.” 

Among the first steps Monday was laying out armor decking 
on the stadium field. From a distance it looked much like 
laying a type of new flooring in a house. 

“Today is a big day for us, when we get everything parked 
and set up,” King said. “Once the deck is down we’ll start 
with all the piping off the truck. You’ll see it start coming all 
together (Tuesday) when the field is covered.” 

Next will be setting up the arena “stage.” and running the 
refrigerants through pipes into aluminum trays. By Friday, 
King said, the 14-man ice crew will start making the ice sheet 
used in the game. 

King said the ice on the playing surface will be approximately 
two inches in thickness. Most of the ice-making, he said, will 
be done overnight — away from the sun — and the ice sheet 
will remain covered during the day. 

King noted that at PNC Arena, the ice is about an inch and a 
quarter to an inch and a half, but said that for the outdoor 
game “we’ll run a little thicker just to be on the safe side ... 
giving us a lot sturdier sheet.” 

The Hurricanes and Caps will each have a practice session 
at the stadium on Friday, Feb. 17. The next night, it’s game 
on.
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NHL prospect trade board: Which top assets could contenders move at the deadline? 

By Corey Pronman 

Today I’m going to highlight the top young assets available 
on contenders heading into the 2023 NHL trade deadline. To 
define a “contender,” I’m using the teams that have a five 
percent chance or better of winning the Cup based on Dom’s 
model. That comprises Boston, Carolina, Colorado, Dallas, 
Edmonton, New Jersey, Toronto and Tampa Bay. I 
selectively excluded a few players like Luke Hughes, Philip 
Broberg and Dylan Holloway due to them being on the roster 
or having a good chance to be on the playoff roster for their 
respective clubs or a recent No. 2 pick like Simon Nemec 
that I can’t see being on the market. Available doesn’t mean 
I’ve heard they’re being shopped, but I think there’s at least a 
plausible chance they could be moved. 

1. Alexander Nikishin, LHD, Carolina 

It never hurts to ask. Do I think it would be wise to trade a 
big, mobile, physical 21-year-old defenseman who is top 10 
in KHL scoring as of this writing? No, it would be a terrible 
idea. But every team that calls Carolina will likely at least 
inquire about the possibility of getting Nikishin and if there’s a 
chance Carolina feels they can’t get him signed then maybe 
he could be moved. 

2. Logan Stankoven, C, Dallas 

Stankoven has arguably been the best player in junior this 
year not named Connor Bedard. He’s an electric offensive 
talent between his great skating, skill, and goal-scoring ability 
to go with a tenacious compete level. He has everything 
except size. The second-round pick by Dallas in 2021 looks 
like someone who could be in the league soon, and it would 
be quite a piece to move but Dallas also has a very strong 
forward group already. 

3. Matthew Knies, LW, Toronto 

Knies is an interesting prospect for this type of article 
because I see a world where he’s helping Toronto in the 
playoffs. He has a big, thick frame to go with his great skill 
and work ethic, and could realistically make the jump this 
spring and be a decent top-nine winger for Toronto. He will 
be the name every team asks about in trade calls though, 
especially if someone is offering a major upgrade. 

4. Lian Bichsel, LHD, Dallas 

Bichsel was very good at the World Juniors and was Dallas’ 
most recent first-round pick. He’s a big, mobile, highly 
physical defenseman whose offense will be secondary as a 
pro. He’s a top NHL prospect, but his NHL timeline is likely 
the furthest out compared to Stankoven or Thomas Harley in 
the Stars system which is something to consider on the trade 
front. 

5. Shakir Mukhamadullin, LHD, New Jersey 

Mukhamadullin is an interesting trade chip. He’s a very good 
player. He’s a big defenseman who skates well and has 

shown offense at the KHL level too. He projects as a top-four 
NHL defenseman, but New Jersey has Luke Hughes and 
Simon Nemec coming and already has a strong club. 
Mukhamadullin may end up the odd man out in the roster 
battle and therefore makes a lot of sense to use in a deadline 
move. 

6. Colorado and Edmonton’s first-round pick in the 2023 NHL 
Draft 

I’m making a delineation between Colorado and Edmonton’s 
first-round pick and the other clubs because as of now they 
are picking closer to 20 presuming they don’t make the final 
four or go on a big run in the final months, which is quite 
possible. Putting these picks above some recent first-round 
picks is not a commentary on the 2023 draft. I think by the 
time you get to the 20th pick in the draft it will start to look 
like a standard draft. But for a team drafting around there, 
they will likely think they can get a premium name on their list 
given they will probably have someone in their personal top 
10-12 on the board still. 

7. Alexander Holtz, RW, New Jersey 

Holtz has often been a healthy scratch this season for New 
Jersey so I’m skeptical he’s part of their current playoff plans. 
It would be quite a move to deal the 7th overall pick from the 
2020 NHL Draft, but his development has stagnated recently. 
I do think he’s a very good young player, he’s got a ton of 
skill and an elite shot, but his lack of pace and energy are 
concerns. New Jersey has a very good group of forwards, 
and if they don’t see a realistic path to Holtz being a part of 
their everyday top nine as of next season, then he could be a 
trade chip. 

8. Reid Schaefer, LW, Edmonton 

Schaefer has been an important part of a top WHL club in 
Seattle this season. He is a player type teams will covet as a 
big, physical winger who may not have amazing offensive 
abilities or footspeed but projects to score at a decent clip as 
a pro. He’s still quite young as a 2022 draftee, which could 
make him more appealing as a trade chip for the Oilers given 
they are trying to contend now. 

9. Thomas Harley, LHD, Dallas 

Harley hasn’t broken through yet in the NHL, but he has 
been a top defenseman in the AHL this season. A defender 
with his size and mobility who shows some offense versus 
men will be a priority ask for clubs and he looks like a 
potential second-pair defenseman in the NHL one day. I’m 
sure Stars fans would like to see both him and Bichsel on 
their blue line for a decade though. 

10. Xavier Bourgault, RW, Edmonton 

Bourgault is a highly skilled winger. He lit up the QMJHL due 
to his great skill and offensive sense. His first-year pro has 
gone well. The scoring hasn’t been there in huge numbers 
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but he’s one of the youngest players in the AHL. Given their 
need for secondary scoring, I could see this being a tough 
piece for the Oilers to let go of, but Bourgault will be 
someone teams will ask about. 

11. Boston, Carolina, New Jersey, and Toronto’s first-round 
pick in the 2023 NHL Draft 

Using the same analysis as above, while I have high 
prospect grades on the players below these picks, any team 
using a late first rounder will likely have that prospect on the 
top 20 of their list and think they have a good chance to bet 
on a strong middle-six forward or a second-pair defenseman. 

12. Scott Morrow, RHD, Carolina 

Morrow is having a down year compared to his 2021-22 
season, but he remains a strong prospect and a good trade 
chip for Carolina. He’s a good-sized defenseman who can 
skate, is highly skilled, has great offensive hockey sense and 
can score goals. The issue is he’s not a great defender but 
his offensive tools are so good I think another team would 
covet him. 

13. Nolan Foote, LW, New Jersey 

Foote has already been part of one deadline deal already, so 
it’s not much of a take that he fits the criteria for a trade. He’s 
a good player. He’s big, he works hard, can score goals and 
has good hockey sense, but his skating limits him so there is 
some concern about whether he can handle the NHL pace. I 
see enough of a player there to where I think he can, but it 
hasn’t happened yet and the clock is ticking on the 22-year-
old. 

14. Mavrik Bourque, C, Dallas 

Bourque’s first pro season started off bumpy, but he’s been 
scoring more lately and projects to have offense versus men. 
He has a lot of skill and arguably better hockey sense. He 
can run a power play and create a lot in the offensive zone. 
Bourque lacks ideal size and skating for the NHL though. He 
is a more typical trade piece in that he has a lot of potential, 
but isn’t a sure thing either. 

15. Pyotr Kochetkov, G, Carolina 

With both Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta set to become 
free agents this season, I don’t see Kochetkov being moved. 
He has shown he can look like an NHL goalie though in a 
limited sample. His hockey sense is just fine but he’s a 
tremendous athlete and looks like a good pro goaltender. 

16. Arseni Gritsyuk, RW, New Jersey 

Gritsyuk has been quite good in the KHL over the last two 
seasons. He’s a strong skating winger with very good 
offensive skills and a goal-scoring threat from range. He 
looks like a very nice 5th round pick. For New Jersey, they 

need to ask though does he have a real future in their top 
nine or just as quality depth? If Holtz can’t make their team 
can Gritsyuk? Maybe, maybe not. But those are questions I 
think management needs to ponder ahead of this deadline, 
especially as Gritsyuk’s KHL deal is set to expire this spring. 

17. Topi Niemela, RHD, Toronto 

Niemela’s offense is down this season in Finland, but I do 
think if he was on the market there would still be interest. He 
has excellent two-way hockey sense and is a good skater. 
He is undersized though and not that dynamic for a smaller 
defenseman so there is some risk. Those kinds of prospects 
tend to be part of deadline deals. 

Other assets of interest (alphabetical order): 

Kevin Bahl LHD, New Jersey 

Advertisement 

John Beecher, C, Boston 

Jackson Blake, RW, Carolina 

Seamus Casey, RHD, New Jersey 

Nico Daws/Akira Schmid, G, New Jersey 

Jack Drury, C, Carolina 

Jack Finley, C, Tampa Bay 

Jean-Luc Foudy, RW, Colorado 

Gage Goncalves, LW, Tampa Bay 

Noel Gunler, RW, Carolina 

Dennis Hildeby, G, Toronto 

Isaac Howard, LW, Tampa Bay 

Niko Huuhtanen, RW, Tampa Bay 

Raphael Lavoie, RW, Edmonton 

Mason Lohrei, LHD, Boston 

Fabian Lysell, RW, Boston 

Fraser Minten, C, Toronto 

Nikita Okhotyuk, LHD, New Jersey 

Oskar Olausson, RW, Colorado 

Ryan Suzuki, C, Carolina 

Jack Thompson, RHD, Tampa Bay 

Carolina, Edmonton and New Jersey’s second-round pick in 
the 2023 NHL Draft
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Ice at Carter-Finley Stadium: Will warm temps cause issues for outdoor Canes game? 

By Brett Knese and Michael Grace 

Raleigh, N.C. — A 53-foot long trailer on Monday arrived at 
Carter-Finley Stadium to begin the process of turning the 
football field into an outdoor ice hockey rink. 

The National Hockey League's mobile refrigeration unit 
features all the equipment needed to make Carter-Finley 
hockey-ready ahead of the Feb. 18 highly anticipated 
outdoor game between the Carolina Hurricanes and the 
Washington Capitals. 

The equipment will also be used to monitor the ice, ensuring 
it is at least 2 inches thick and 22 degrees at all times. 

On Monday, Sky 5 flew over Carter-Finley Stadium as crews 
began preparing the ice ahead of the game. 

It will be unusually warm in the days leading up to the game, 
with near-record highs in the 70s later this week. That may 
sound concerning, but according to the NHL, coolant can be 
used to manage the temperature of the ice, even in 60-
degree and 70-degree weather. 

The warmest temperatures for an outdoor NHL game since 
2003 was 65 degrees in Denver in February 2016. 

The biggest issue when it comes to maintaining the integrity 
of the ice may be rain. In 2020, Dallas experienced heavy 
rain and temperatures in the upper 60s four days prior to a 
game. The rain and temperatures combined melted the top 
layers of ice, and the crew had to rebuild the top sheet of ice 
because the white paint, lines and logo all washed away. 

The Navy Federal Credit Union Stadium Series game 
between the Canes and the Capitals -- the Canes' first-ever 
outdoor game -- has been delayed twice due to concerns 
from COVID-19. 

A free Carolina Hurricanes Fan Fest will be held the day 
before the game, on Friday, Feb. 17, from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
on Fayetteville Street. There will be photo opportunities with 
the Stanley Cup, former Hurricanes players signing 
autographs, food trucks, live music, fireworks, street hockey, 
craft beer, art installations, photo stations, inflatables and a 
kids' zone. 

On Saturday, the puck drops at 8 p.m. For fans attending, 
the gates open at 6 p.m. The parking lots will open at 2 p.m. 
with all parking expected to be general admission. Parking 
will cost $40 per car. Fans should arrive early to account for 
the large crowd. 

As of Monday morning, any available tickets were starting at 
over $300. 

The Canes have been the hottest team in the NHL since 
December and are first in the Metropolitan Division. The next 
game will be held Saturday, Feb. 11, against New York. 

The NHL has staged 36 regular-season outdoor games, 
according to its website. According to Visit Raleigh, the game 
at Carter-Finley is projected to generate $12.4 million in total 
economic impact for the region.
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Stadium Series ice truck arrives ahead of Capitals-Hurricanes 

Weather dictating work schedule to prepare for outdoor 
game at Carter-Finley Stadium on Feb. 18 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The NHL mobile refrigeration truck rolled 
onto the concourse at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, on Monday, the first step toward the build out 
of the rink for the 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL 
Stadium Series. 

The outdoor game will take place Feb. 18, when the Carolina 
Hurricanes play the Washington Capitals on the campus of 
North Carolina State University (8 p.m.; ABC, ESPN+, 
SN360, TVAS2). 

"You'll see it all coming together tomorrow," said Derek King, 
NHL senior director, facilities operations & hockey 
operations. "Once the field is covered, they'll build the stage 
deck where the arena floor is going to sit. Once the piping is 
complete, probably by Friday, we look to be on schedule to 
start making ice." 

Playing an outdoor game in a warm-weather climate is 
nothing new for the NHL, so King doesn't expect weather to 
be a factor in the 12 days leading up to the game. However, 
the average February high temperature in Raleigh is 54 
degrees, which dictates when the work can be done. 

"We know with the warmer climate and the sun out during 
the day, we won't be doing a lot of work," King said. "A lot of 
the ice making will take place overnight. We will cover the ice 
during the day." 

Rain is the most likely meteorological glitch the crew would 
face. 

"A warm rain makes things a little tougher," King said. 
"We've got certain capacities on the truck. If we do get any 
rain, we will freeze what we can with the truck. If we can't 
freeze it, we will just squeegee it off." 

The 14-person crew will work in two groups, making the two-
inch thick sheet of ice over five days beginning Tuesday. 
Before the ice can be produced, the crew has another task. 
Because the ice truck could not be situated at field level, 
scaffolding has been erected near the truck to carry the 
flexible pipe from the concourse level to field level. A 
separate truck filled with 20- and 50-foot lengths of pipe is 
parked next to the ice truck. 

"It's a longer run for us, and we're obviously going up a pretty 
steep elevation, so it just takes us a little bit more time to put 
everything together," King said. "We've seen that before and 
there's really no issues." 

Once the pipes are in place, the two refrigerants begin 
flowing through a booster bump before settling into the 
aluminum floor to start the freezing process. The flooding of 
the rink, which takes about seven days, is expected to begin 
Thursday or Friday. 

With the added build out, King counts extra hands-on deck. 

"The crew isn't just 14 ice guys," he said. "Everyone's got a 
skill set. I've got a refrigeration mechanic who looks after the 
truck. I've got a guy who's a mechanic who looks after our 
ice resurfacers. A lot of us have a background doing piping. 
I've got plumbers on staff, some pipe fitters. Then we have a 
group of laborers who will come out and help us. They will be 
people from Raleigh." 

By game night, the football home of N.C. State will be ready 
to host the 37th NHL regular-season outdoor game and first 
in North Carolina. Capacity is expected to be close to 
51,500. 

"A lot of planning goes into this, so it's great to get here and 
to get this going," King said. "It will be more exciting once the 
boards are up and we're actually going to start flooding. 
That's when you see everything come together. 

"It's a great stadium, so it's definitely going to be an exciting 
time."
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Coming out of the All-Star Break 

The Carolina Hurricanes sit atop the Metropolitan Division 
coming out of the All-Star Break. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 76 Points (34-9-8) 

The Carolina Hurricanes headed into the All-Star break on 
an impressive seven-game winning streak and their second 
10-game point streak of the year. The win streak has 
featured multiple come-from-behind wins including a three-
goal comeback against the Los Angeles Kings in the third 
period and a two-goal comeback against the San Jose 
Sharks. 

The Canes have been riding to the top led by none other 
than Sebastian Aho. Through the month of January, he had 
11 goals and six assists in 14 games. He leads all Canes 
with a 73.33% goals for and a 64.23% expected goals for 
according to Natural Stat Trick. He has a six-game goal 
streak with nine goals scored in his last six games.  

While the Canes should still look for another pure goal scorer 
to fill the void left by Max Pacioretty, the Canes had seven 
players score four or more goals in the month of January. 
This is the second month they have achieved that feat, with 
the previous two months having just three of such goal 
scorers.  

2. New Jersey Devils: 68 Points (32-13-4) 

The New Jersey Devils started their All-Star break last Friday 
and will be one of the first teams to play after the break on 
Monday. The Devils were the hottest team heading into the 
break with a 8-1-1 record. They have been mentioned as a 
partner in all the big trade talks over the last month so they 
seem open for business and they want to add a top-six 
forward. 

Their management has a similar style to the Hurricanes, who 
prefer to make bigger deals at the deadline for longer term 
solutions, not just rentals. New Jersey is listed with $2 million 
in cap space, but also has goaltender Jonathan Bernier and 
his $4.1 million contract on LTIR. Their other priority will be 
making sure they have the cap space to re-sign Jesper Bratt, 
but with five pending UFA’s they shouldn’t have an issue with 
cap flexibility. 

3. New York Rangers: 62 Points (27-14-8) 

The New York Rangers sent forward Sammy Blais down to 
the AHL for a conditioning stint. To be eligible for a 
conditioning stint a player has to have missed two weeks of 
games and he has not played since January 16th. 
Oftentimes when young players are on entry level deals or 
on two-way contracts, they will be sent to the AHL to 
continue development and workouts. This differs because 

Blais is on a one-way deal and normally has to clear waivers. 
The conditioning stint allows him to avoid waivers. 

Blais’ struggles have continued as he has not registered a 
goal or an assist since November. Last season, Blais was 
praised for his physical play and racking up hits before 
sustaining a season-ending injury. This season, the Rangers 
have moved away from using physical players on the fourth 
line and have opted for more speed and skill. This started 
with the Ryan Reaves trade and now Blais has fallen out of 
favor with management. The Rangers could look to trade him 
for pennies on the dollar to try to clear his $1.5 million of cap.  

4. Washington Capitals: 60 Points (27-20-6) 

Reports out of Arlington say the Washington Capitals are 
willing to take offers on center Lars Eller heading into the All-
Star break. With the return of Nicklas Backstrom and Tom 
Wilson, the Caps have finally seen an improvement to their 
forward depth which has also seen Lars Eller become 
redundant and moved down to the fourth line. Eller has a 
$3.5 million cap hit so he could slot into another team easy if 
they are also willing to retain 50% of that salary. 

Being able to move on from Eller is great for the Caps 
because they need help defensively. John Carlson has been 
out long-term after he took a slapshot to the ear and their 
current top pair of Erik Gustafsson and Trevor van Riemsdyk 
are not exactly world beaters. Carlson is also expected to 
return this season so the Caps cannot just Kucherov the 
situation and go over the Cap permanently. They could be 
able to add someone like Joel Edmundson with that added 
cap room. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins: 57 Points (24-16-9) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins finally have their full defense back 
after being without two of their top-four. Even with their new 
found health, the Penguins lost three of their last four 
heading into the All-Star break. The main reason for their 
struggles is the loss of starting goaltender Tristan Jarry. Jarry 
has struggled to stay healthy this season and now has the 
Penguins relying on Casey DeSmith and Dustin Tokarski 
again.  

This has the Penguins looking for another goalie ahead of 
the deadline. However, it can be tough to upgrade a goalie 
when any team with a good goalie is probably going to be 
fighting for the playoffs. One possible option could be friendly 
face Alex Nejeljkovic who was waived by the Detroit Red 
Wings and sent to the AHL earlier this season. He is in the 
last year of his contract with playoff experience. He could be 
the cheapest option to acquire with the ability for the 
Penguins to sweeten the pot for 50% salary retention.  
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6. New York Islanders: 55 Points (25-22-5) 

The New York Islanders were the team to make the first big 
splash in the trade market. They acquired Bo Horvat from the 
Vancouver Canucks for a 2023 first-round draft pick, Aatu 
Raty, and Anthony Beauvillier. However, the trade doesn’t 
make too much sense from the Isles perspective in the long-
term. They have the 27th ranked prospect pool according to 
the Athletic, and are now poised to have no first-round picks 
in the last four drafts. The pick is “top-12 protected” but this 
deal makes the Isles good enough to avoid the top 12 while 
still missing the playoffs. 

The Isles then tied Horvat to the team with an 8x$8.5 
extension that will pay him until he is 36. For a player on the 
best shooting percentage binge of his career and had a prior 
career high of just 61 points, that’s a lot of money. 

He joins the Isles already great center depth with Matthew 
Barzal, Brock Nelson, Jean-Gabriel Pageau, and Casey 
Cizikas and all are signed through at least the 2025-26 
season.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 51 Points (21-21-9) 

On Sunday the Philadelphia Flyers and Minnesota Wild 
game featured three fights in just 0:15 of game time. The 
third of those fights was between Marcus Foligno and Zack 
MacEwen. In that fight MacEwen suffered a broken jaw and 
is now expected to miss at least a month for the Flyers. 
MacEwan has just four goals and five assists but three of 
those four goals were game winners. MacEwan also ranks 
second on the team with 130 hits, behind only Nicolas 
Deslauriers. 

The Flyers will need to figure out what they are going to do 
with Kevin Hayes. He has been moved up and down the 
lineup this season and has notably been in John Tortorella’s 
dog house. In the final game heading into the break, Hayes 
was playing on the third line as a winger. Players like Noah 
Cates, Morgan Frost, and Scott Laughton are all getting 
center positions ahead of him. He does have eight points in 
his last six games, but not enough to get him moved back 
into his natural center position.  

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 34 Points (15-32-4) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets claimed forward Lane Pederson 
off of waivers from the Vancouver Canucks. Pederson is 25 
years old and has one goal and two assists in 11 games with 
Vancouver this year. Pederson was sent to Vancouver as 
part of the Ethan Bear trade from Carolina. Pederson has 
been stellar at the AHL level with 17 goals and 24 total points 
in just 18 games. The timing of the waiving was very strange 
as he had spent practice with the top line the very same day 
he was waived. 

With the Blue Jackets projected to have the second best 
odds to land Conner Bedard, their biggest deal at the 
deadline will be trading away defenseman Vladislav 
Gavrikov. Columbus has given teams permission to reach 
out to Gavrikov’s agent ahead of a trade. With just a $2.8 
million cap hit there could be a bidding war among the top 
teams to acquire a top four defenseman for under $2 million 
cap hit with retained salary. Toronto, Edmonton, and Ottawa 
have all been in on all defensemen in the market.

  

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272182343.html 

https://theathletic.com/4150519/2023/02/07/nhl-prospect-trade-board/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/ice-at-carter-finley-stadium-will-warm-temps-cause-issues-for-outdoor-canes-game/20706517/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/stadium-series-ice-truck-arrives-ahead-of-washington-carolina/c-340758016 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/6/23580760/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-coming-out-of-the-all-star-break 
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NHL Stadium Series prep begins with conversion of NC State’s Carter-
Finley Stadium 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Early Monday morning, a big black truck with a 53-foot-long trailer came 
rolling up next to N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium, its arrival long 
awaited. 

Let the preparations for outdoor hockey begin. 

The huge trailer belongs to the National Hockey League. It’s the Mobile 
Refrigeration Unit, said to be the world’s largest, and is used to convert 
something like a 100-yard football field into a 200-foot-long, 85-foot-wide 
hockey rink suitable for an NHL regular-season outdoor game. 

The Carolina Hurricanes, at long last, will make their first outdoor 
appearance Feb. 18, hosting the Washington Capitals in the 2023 
Stadium Series Game. For much of the next two weeks, it’s up to the 
NHL’s Derek King, the league’s senior director of facility and hockey 
operations, to have Carter-Finley ready for play. 

The weather on Saturday, Feb. 18? In North Carolina? That’s anyone’s 
guess, but the NHL must be ready for all contingencies. 

“Warm rain makes things a little tougher, right?” King said. “But we’ve 
had rain in other climates ad we’ve kind of grown accustomed to 
adapting to what we see.” 

Among the first steps Monday was laying out armor decking on the 
stadium field. From a distance it looked much like laying a type of new 
flooring in a house. 

“Today is a big day for us, when we get everything parked and set up,” 
King said. “Once the deck is down we’ll start with all the piping off the 
truck. You’ll see it start coming all together (Tuesday) when the field is 
covered.” 

Next will be setting up the arena “stage.” and running the refrigerants 
through pipes into aluminum trays. By Friday, King said, the 14-man ice 
crew will start making the ice sheet used in the game. 

King said the ice on the playing surface will be approximately two inches 
in thickness. Most of the ice-making, he said, will be done overnight — 
away from the sun — and the ice sheet will remain covered during the 
day. 

King noted that at PNC Arena, the ice is about an inch and a quarter to 
an inch and a half, but said that for the outdoor game “we’ll run a little 
thicker just to be on the safe side ... giving us a lot sturdier sheet.” 

The Hurricanes and Caps will each have a practice session at the 
stadium on Friday, Feb. 17. The next night, it’s game on. 

In more than 30 years at The N&O, Chip Alexander has covered the N.C. 
State, UNC, Duke and East Carolina beats, and now is in his 11th 

season on the Carolina Hurricanes beat. Alexander, who has won 
numerous writing awards at the state and national level, covered the 
Hurricanes’ move to North Carolina in 1997 and was a part of The N&O’s 
coverage of the Canes’ 2006 Stanley Cup run. 
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Rangers' Filip Chytil gets his MSG moment as he extends scoring streak 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

The Blueshirt faithful who fill the seats at Madison Square Garden have a 
short list of players whose names they chant on a regular basis, but on 
Monday night, a new name reverberated throughout the concourses.  

“CHY-TIL! CHY-TIL! CHY-TIL!”  

Filip Chytil picked up right where he left off before the All-Star break, 
extending his scoring streak to four games with goals Nos. 17 and 18 in 
the Rangers’ 5-4 overtime win against the Flames. The impending 
restricted free agent’s price tag just keeps on going up as he continues to 
morph into an everyday impact player.  

“I always want to play with confidence, but now, of course, when we play 
like this as a whole line and when we’re creating a lot of chances, it helps 
me personally to do what I do,” Chytil told The Post after the win, which 
his linemate, Alexis Lafreniere, secured with a goal 1:37 into the extra 
period. “Now, we’re playing good hockey. All three guys playing with 
confidence and that’s a lot of fun.”  

Taking a pass off the boards from Kaapo Kakko in the first period, Chytil 
sniped the puck past Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom to record his 13th 
point in the last 12 games and put the Rangers up 1-0. Kakko’s assist 
also established a new career high in points (24) for the Finnish winger, 
who now has nine goals and 15 assists in 50 games.  

Chytil also regained the lead for the Rangers early in the second period, 
when the Czech center intercepted a pass and buried the puck on a 
breakaway in a seemingly effortless sequence to secure his third multi-
goal game of the season. That’s when the crowd began chanting his 
name.  

“Feels very good,” said Chytil, who added that he wasn’t sure if he was 
hearing his name at first before Lafreniere assured him he was. “It just 
motivates me to be better, to be better next shift and show what I can 
do.”  

After an encouraging stint in the American Hockey League while on a 
two-week conditioning loan, Sammy Blais was thrown right back into the 
Rangers lineup.  

The purpose of the brief minor league assignment was to get Blais some 
significant playing time during the NHL’s All-Star break and in turn beef 
up his confidence, which the 26-year-old wing was seemingly able to do 
by posting four goals in five games for the Wolf Pack. By inserting Blais 
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into the lineup immediately upon his return, the Rangers likely hoped he 
is able to pick up where he left off in the AHL.  

“Just play with as much fun as I had down there,” said Blais, who finished 
with one blocked shot and three hits in the win. “Be confident and we’ll 
see what happens.”  

Skating in his usual spot on the wing of the fourth line alongside Jake 
Leschyshyn and Will Cuylle, Blais replaced Julien Gauthier, who had 
played in the Rangers’ final three games before the layoff after working 
his way back from a stint on injured reserve with an upper-body injury. 
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Alexis Lafreniere may have delivered breakout moment Rangers were 
waiting for 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

Maybe this was the moment everyone will point to when analyzing when 
it turned around for Alexis Lafreniere.  

Because while Filip Chytil has been a skyrocket in the night and Kaapo 
Kakko has been a significant offensive-zone force over these past 
number of weeks, Lafreniere seemed to be the Kid who was still lagging 
behind.  

Until overtime at the Garden on Monday against the Flames when No. 13 
whipped one home off a blocked shot at 1:37 of extra play to lift the 
Rangers to a 5-4 victory in a wildly entertaining match featuring 
physicality, fights, numerous stark blunders and dizzying momentum 
swings with both teams coming off extended bye week and All-Star 
layoffs.  

Three kids … each with a capital K, no less, on a night when Chytil 
scored two more to escalate his spree to nine goals in the last dozen 
games.  

What happens if Chytil, Kakko and Lafreniere should all arrive at about 
the same time? Well, it is going to cost the front office some serious coin, 
that’s for sure. But it is also going to set up the Rangers for both the short 
term and the long term.  

No matter how much hockey has changed over the decades, one rule 
applies. That is for players with the puck to keep their heads up. That rule 
again was enforced by Jacob Trouba, who laid a couple of hellacious 
open-ice shoulder-to-shoulder blows on, first, Dillon Dube at 13:57 of the 
second period, and next, Nazem Kadri at 19:04 of the session.  

The blows were hard enough that Andreas Athanasiou felt them halfway 
across the continent. They were so hard that the entire contingent of 
Pittsburgh media asked Sidney Crosby what he thought of the checks 
and whether the Rangers captain should be suspended for life.  

Both blows were textbook. Both times, Trouba was forced to drop the 
gloves when assaulted in the check’s aftermath. First, it was Chris 
Tanev, who got an extra two for roughing but escaped an instigator 
penalty. Second, it was Dube, who was pummeled for his trouble before 
being tagged with the instigator and accompanying 10-minute 
misconduct.  

Trouba set the tone. The Blueshirts ran with it.  

This was the Rangers’ first game in 10 days and Calgary’s first in nine. It 
looked like it. Each team committed more than its fair share of bloopers. 
Ben Harpur, for instance, gave the puck away twice in his own end within 
about five seconds and was charged with one on the official sheet.  

This recalled a game in Newark a number of seasons back when Nick 
Holden coughed it up about five times on his first shift and was not 
credited with a single giveaway for the period. But by all means, use 
giveaways and/or takeaways to build a statistical model to devise a 
“game score,” for each player and expect it to be taken seriously. It is 
quite the joke.  

The Rangers actually bulked up for this one, dressing both Will Cuylle 
and Sammy Blais on the fourth line. Blais, back from his conditioning 
assignment in Hartford through which he scored four goals in five games, 
made an impact by throwing a couple of big hits. He was involved.  

Indeed, it was his high hit — shoulder-to-shoulder, also — that sparked a 
melee late in the first period. Referee Kelly Sutherland originally had 
signaled a delayed penalty on Blais. When play stopped at 16:16 of the 
first, Calgary defenseman Nikita Zadorov charged at No. 91. Cuylle 
become embroiled in a fight with MacKenzie Weegar.  

When the blows stopped, Sutherland reviewed his call on Blais, 
indicating that the referee originally had called for a major penalty. But 
after the review, Blais was exonerated. There was no penalty on him, 
only on Weegar and Cuylle for fighting and Lucic for roughing. Zadorov 
escaped scot-free.  

It was Cuylle’s second fight in his first three NHL games, the first on 
Friday against Vegas’ Keenan Kolesar. He is the first Ranger since Dylan 
McIlrath to achieve that feat. He is likely to become just as popular as 
The Undertaker, who got short shrift from head coach Alain Vigneault in 
2015-16.  

Blais was an energetic force in 8:47 and Cuylle played his role in 7:46 of 
ice, but it is difficult to envision both remaining on the club unless the 
Rangers are, A) going to carry a 23-man max roster for longer than 
anticipated; or, B) going to expose Julien Gauthier to waivers; or, C) have 
a deal coming up sooner than later that would send Vitali Kravtsov out of 
town.  

The Rangers have been searching for a formidable fourth line for years. 
If Blais and Cuylle can make it work and the hierarchy can make the cap 
work around that, then adding fourth-unit muscle no longer would be GM 
Chris Drury’s priority leading into the March 3 trade deadline.  

This, of course, was one game. Everyone will need to see more of this 
before decisions are crafted. It was, similarly, one game for Lafreniere.  

Everyone who has been waiting on him for three years will need to see 
more of this, too. Maybe they shouldn’t bet against it. 
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Filip Chytil stays red-hot as Rangers top Flames in OT thriller 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

The sprint to the playoffs is on, but the Rangers already got a taste of 
postseason hockey.  

Between the thrill of a back-and-forth 60 minutes, the shades of old-time 
hockey in every fight and the intensity with which both teams skated, the 
Rangers’ 5-4 win in overtime over the Flames on Monday night at the 
Garden was exactly the kind of game the club needed to set the tone for 
the home stretch of the regular season.  

The first game back from the All-Star break came down to the wire after 
the Flames scored two goals in the third period to take their first lead of 
the contest, but Mika Zibanejad scored his second goal of the game to tie 
it up for a third time before Alexis Lafreniere scored 1:37 into the extra 
period to secure the victory.  
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“A full-ice two-on-one, looking for Mika and then the rebound came in 
front and I just tried to shoot on goal,” Lafreniere said with a smile. “I 
wasn’t really looking where I was shooting, so good it went in.”  

It was a fittingly chaotic game-winning sequence for a wild and crazy 
game that seemed to have a little bit of everything. Despite both teams 
coming off a long layoff, there was no shortage of action from start to 
finish. And with every open-ice hit, every set of gloves that were dropped 
to the ice and each of the nine goals that were scored, the Garden crowd 
responded to the electricity that was in the air.  

When Filip Chytil scored his second goal of the game to give the 
Rangers a 2-1 lead early in the second period, fans in attendance 
couldn’t help but chant his name.  

“I always just hear ‘Igor!’” Chytil told The Post after the win. “And now I 
hear my name. That was cool.”  

It was impossible not to hang on every shift in this game. After Andrew 
Mangiapane scored while crashing the net to knot the game at three-all 
early in the third, the Blueshirt faithful yelled just as hard as Rangers 
goalie Jaroslav Halak did to call out the Flames’ forward for kicking the 
puck in.  

The play went under review and was ultimately deemed a good goal by 
the NHL’s situation room in Toronto.  

Just over two minutes later, Calgary defenseman Michael Stone blasted 
one past Halak off a drop-back pass to put his team up by one. The 
Rangers were the ones who had to answer this time around, and 
Zibanejad did by putting away a feed from behind the Flames’ net from 
Artemi Panarin to make it a 4-4 game and ultimately force overtime, 
where Lafreniere scored the second OT-winner of his NHL career.  

New York Rangers goaltender Jaroslav Halak #41 makes a save during 
the second period. 

The Rangers dialed up the physicality right off the bat, landing a few 
massive hits and working for possession in the corners and along the 
boards. Calgary took exception to the clean hits and the players voiced 
their concerns with their fists.  

After Chytil and Blake Coleman traded goals for their respective teams in 
the opening frame, Rangers captain Jacob Trouba upended the Flames’ 
Dillon Dube before Chris Tanev jumped in to stand up for his teammate. 
The two No. 8’s exchanged a couple of blows until they were separated 
by the refs.  

Sammy Blais, skating in his first game after a two-week conditioning 
assignment at AHL Hartford, later checked Milan Lucic to the visitors’ 
displeasure. Suddenly, gloves were scattered everywhere as everybody 
joined in on the brouhaha at center ice.  

The Rangers came away with power plays from both sequences, but 
they were unable to capitalize with the man-advantage until the tail end 
of the second period. Trouba landed another thunderous hit and knocked 
Nazem Kadri’s helmet off, for which the defenseman got back on his 
skates and prepared himself for retaliation.  

Dube came to Kadri’s defense and in turn was hit with an instigator 
penalty to put the Rangers back on the power play. Zibanejad whacked 
home an absurd turnaround, no-look feed from Chris Kreider to give the 
Rangers a 3-2 lead heading into the second intermission.  

“We have a lot of these types of players, like Troubs, Blazer and a lot 
more,” Chytil said. “They make great hits, they play physical. The whole 
team was competing. We were hard on pucks and that’s how we can get 
two points.” 
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Rangers' Jacob Trouba delivers helmet-launching hit, dominates ensuing 
fight 

 

Joseph Staszewski 

 

Jacob Trouba was at it again – delivering huge hits and winning fights. 

The Rangers captain laid a massive, helmet-launching hit on the Flames’ 
Nazem Kadri during the second period of New York’s 5-4 overtime win at 
Madison Square Garden on Monday night. With the Calgary center on 
the ice near the Rangers’ net, his teammate Dillon Dube attempted to 
make Trouba pay for the hit, sparking a fight. 

It didn’t prove to be the best decision for Dube. After an early – and short 
– stalemate, Trouba tossed four or five punches and wrestled Dube to 
the ground with the score knotted at two. 

The 28-year-old Trouba has become of the NHL’s more notorious hitters 
on the ice. The one he delivered to the Blackhawks’ Jujhar Khaira last 
season led to the forward being stretchered off the ice before landing in 
the hospital. Trouba reached out via text after the hit – which some 
believed as borderline dirty — happened and the two put it behind them 
during training camp this season. 

Trouba also clobbered Blackhawks center Andreas Athanasiou in 
December during a 5-2 loss. 
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The NY Rangers have 15 home games left in 2023. Here's how to get 
tickets 

 

Matt Levy 

 

Gerard Gallant’s New York Rangers are on the playoff bubble. 

Sitting at seventh place in the NHL’s Eastern Conference with a 27-14-8 
record after the All-Star break, Igor Shesterkin, Ben Harpur, and Adam 
Fox’s squad will need all the support they can summon from their loyal 
fanbase to ascend from the middle of the East to comfortably secure a 
berth in the 2023 postseason. 

And if you want to see them live on their ice at Madison Square Garden, 
you still can at one of the team’s remaining 15 home games. 

That includes huge matchups against some of the best teams in the 
East, like the Western Conference phenoms Seattle Kraken (Feb. 10) 
and 27-20-6 Washington Capitals (March 14) who are also clawing it out 
with several teams on the verge of a playoff spot. 

Best of all though, some tickets to see the Broadway Blueshirts can be 
snatched up for as low as $75 before fees on Vivid Seats. 

All prices were found at the time of publication and are subject to 
inflation. 

Want to cheer like you never have before in your life live — but on a 
budget? 

Keep reading, and we’ll tell you everything you need to know about which 
Rangers game is right for you. 

NY Rangers’ home games 2023 

A complete calendar of all upcoming New York Rangers’ home games at 
Madison Square Garden, including dates, start times, opponents and the 
cheapest upper and lower-level tickets available, can be found below. 
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NY Rangers 

home game dates Ticket prices 

start at Lower-level 

ticket prices 

start at 

Monday. Feb. 6 vs. the Flames at 7:30 p.m. $78 $127 

Wednesday, Feb. 8 vs. the Canucks at 8 p.m. $75 $115 

Friday, Feb. 10 vs. the Kraken at 7 p.m. $110 $212 

Monday, Feb. 20 vs. Jets at 7 p.m. $117 $164 

Sunday, Feb. 26 vs. Kings at 5 p.m. $140 $181 

Thursday, March 2 vs. Senators at 7 p.m. $83 $114 

Tuesday, March 14 vs. Capitals at 7 p.m. $114 $155 

Thursday, March 16 vs. Penguins at 7 p.m. $118 $185 

Saturday, March 18 vs. Penguins at 8 p.m. $137 $235 

Sunday, March 19 vs. Predators at 7 p.m. $108 $167 

Tuesday, March 21 vs. Hurricanes at 7 p.m. $91 $141 

Tuesday, March 28 vs. Blue Jackets at 7 p.m. $86 $116 

Wednesday, April 5 vs. Lightning at 7:30 p.m. $115 $163 

Monday, April 10 vs. Sabres at 7 p.m. $91 $124 

Thursday, April 13 vs. Maple Leafs at 7 p.m. $128 $198 

The Rangers’ complete 2023 home and road game schedule, including a 
March 30 game against the New Jersey Devils at Newark’s Prudential 
Center and a March 31 matchup with the Buffalo Sabres at Buffalo’s 
Keybank Center, can be found here. 

(Note: The New York Post confirmed all above prices at the publication 
time. All prices are subject to fluctuation and include additional fees at 
checkout.) 

Vivid Seats is a verified secondary market ticketing platform, and prices 
may be higher or lower than face value, depending on demand.  

They offer a 100% buyer guarantee that states your transaction will be 
safe and secure, and your tickets will be delivered before the event. 

On Feb. 4, 24-year-old Rangers defenseman Adam Fox played in his first 
NHL All-Star game. 

Although his Metropolitan squad fell short 10-6 to the Atlantic, Fox did net 
an assist and a point in the exhibition match. 

However, his accomplishments throughout the Rangers’ season are 
what’s most impressive. 

If you want to read more about his path to his first All-Star nod, check out 
the NY Post’s story here. 

For those looking for even more Rangers updates, you can find the NY 
Post’s comprehensive coverage of the team here. 

Huge concert tours coming to MSG in 2023 

MSG doesn’t just play host to the Rangers, Knicks and Billy Joel. 

No, the venue also brings in some of the biggest names in music year-
round. 

Here are just five of our favorite acts you won’t want to miss when they 
come to the Garden in the next few months. 

• Carrie Underwood (Feb. 21) 

• Muse (March 17) 

• Bruce Springsteen (April 1) 

• Blink 182 (May 19) 

• Paramore (May 30, May 31) 
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Rangers vs. Flames prediction, odds Monday, Feb. 6: Bet on the total 

 

Action Network 

 

The New York Rangers are one of a few teams in the Eastern 
Conference in a tricky spot as we head down the stretch. The Blueshirts 
(like the Lightning and Maple Leafs) have a pretty good idea of where 
they’re going to finish in the standings and who they’ll face in Round 1 of 
the postseason. 

Of course, there’s still plenty of time left in the season, and things can 
change. Still, the Blueshirts are in third place in the Metropolitan Division, 
sitting six points behind the Devils for second in the Metro and two points 
– but with four games in hand – ahead of the Washington Capitals. It 
would take a lot for the Rangers to budge out of their current spot in the 
Metro.  

For the Calgary Flames, nothing is assured. The Flames were a trendy 
Stanley Cup pick before the season but are scrapping tooth and nail to 
get into the playoffs in the Western Conference. Calgary is currently tied 
with Colorado for the last Wild Card out West, but the Avs have two 
games in hand on the Flames. The same goes for the Minnesota Wild, 
who are a point better than the Flames entering the week. 

So even though this is a cross-conference encounter and their first game 
out of a lengthy break, this is a huge spot for the Flames to get 
something started in the second half. 

Calgary is a short +106 favorite at Madison Square Garden on Monday. 

Rangers vs. Flames prediction 

7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN+, and MSG 

Sometimes betting lines are more thought-provoking than anything else. 
That’s the case for the moneyline in this tilt between the Rangers and 
Flames. The Rangers’ pace is 10 points better than Calgary’s, they play 
in the tougher conference and are home, and yet they’re only -126 at the 
time of writing.  

But there does seem to be more than meets the eye for this Flames 
team.  

Despite only boasting the 13th-best goal difference at 5-on-5 this season, 
Calgary owns the third-best expected goals rate. That tells you two 
things. First, the Flames do a good job driving play in the right direction. 
And second, they’re struggling to finish. 

And the Flames finishing woes are concerning. If this was just a cold 
stretch, it would be one thing, but this issue has plagued them all season 
long. Calgary ranks 30th in shooting percentage in the NHL through 50 
games. Their lack of finish is a legitimate concern. 

The Rangers, meanwhile, are not a great play-driving team. The 
Blueshirts rank 19th in expected goals rate and 20th in high-danger 
scoring chance rate, but they don’t need to create a ton of chances to get 
results thanks to their elite goaltender.  

The way these two teams play, one that does a great job owning the 
puck but can’t finish, and another that has no problem sitting back and 
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countering, sets up for an intriguing chess match, but also for what 
should be a low-event contest.  

Scoring should be hard to come by at MSG on Monday night. Back the 
under. 

Rangers vs. Flames pick 

Under 5.5 (BetMGM) 
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NBA, NHL stay on sidelines over James Dolan's MSG 'enemies list,' 
facial tech 

 

Zach Williams 

 

The NHL and NBA are refusing to wade into the growing fight between 
Madison Square Garden CEO James Dolan and Manhattan officials 
challenging his use of facial recognition software against his perceived 
legal enemies. 

“Based on the facts and circumstances as we currently understand them, 
the NHL is not aware of any local (or other) law or applicable rule that 
MSG is currently violating,” David Zimmerman, senior executive vice 
president of the National Hockey League, said in a Feb. 3 letter to state 
Sen. Brad Hoylman-Sigal. 

“We see no basis upon which this would be appropriate for 
Commissioner [Gary] Bettman to sanction or otherwise discipline MSG or 
Mr. Dolan,” Zimmerman added about the Rangers and Knicks owner. 

The National Basketball Association cited how the practice is “under 
review by multiple authorities” including state Attorney General Letitia 
James and the New York State Liquor Authority, while claiming it would 
be “premature for the NBA to comment further or take any action” despite 
a Jan. 27 letter from Hoylman-Sigal to both leagues. 

Hoylman-Sigal noted in his letter that NBA Commissioner Adam Silver 
could impose a fine up to $1 million on anyone “guilty of conduct 
prejudicial or detrimental to the Association,” while the NHL has similar 
leeway to discipline team owners like Dolan. 

“These responses show that both the NBA and NHL should have a code 
of conduct for owners, just like they do for players and fans,” Hoylman-
Sigal told The Post Monday. “I appreciate the openness of the NBA in 
particular to consider sanctions.” 

Hoylman-Sigal and other MSG critics concede facial recognition has a 
role in maintaining public safety at venues like the Garden and Radio City 
Music Hall while questioning the legality of how Dolan was singling out 
people for ejection. 

Dolan defended his use of facial technology in a recent TV interview 
where he floated the idea of siccing alcohol-deprived Rangers fans on 
state liquor authorities who have questioned his policy. 

MSG has insisted lawyers tied to outside litigation pose a danger to the 
company despite the circumstances surrounding their ejection, including 
a woman thrown out of Radio City Music Hall late last year after being 
identified with facial recognition software while awaiting a performance by 
the Rockettes with her daughter’s Girl Scout troop. 

James Dolan on a television set with a purple scarf pointing a tsomething 
with a smirk 

MSG CEO James Dolan has said he will not back down from using facial 
recognition software to find and remove his perceived enemies from 
venues like Radio City Music Hall. 

Security line with metal detectors and cameras at MSG 

Facial recognition software at Madison Square Garden and Radio City 
Music Hall is used to find attorneys tied to litigation against the company 
so they can be removed from events. 

Matthew McDermott 

“To even suggest anyone is being excluded based on the protected 
classes identified in state and federal civil rights laws is ludicrous. Our 
policy has never applied to attorneys representing plaintiffs who allege 
sexual harassment or employment discrimination,” an MSG 
spokeswoman has previously said. 

A spokeswoman was working on a fresh response to the NHL and NBA 
responses to Hoylman-Sigal on Monday. 

James has questioned whether such practices comply with existing civil 
rights law and anti-discrimination rules while demanding docs from MSG 
that would justify how Dolan has deployed facial recognition. 

NHL commissioner with a shirt no tie at a press conference next to 
another man 

The NHL under Commissioner Gary Bettman sees nothing illegal about 
how James Dolan is using facial recognition technology against his 
perceived enemies. 

NBA commissioner in a suit at a podium in front of a blue background. 

NBA Commissioner Adam Silver is not taking action against Dolan while 
leaving the option open. 

“Attempts to dissuade individuals from filing discrimination complaints or 
encouraging those in active litigation to drop their lawsuits so they may 
access popular entertainment events at the Company’s venues may 
violate state and city laws prohibiting retaliation,” reads a letter from the 
AG to MSG attorneys. 

Elected officials have also raised the possibility of nixing existing public 
benefits including a state tax abatement and an expiring permit allowing 
the Garden to accommodate more than 2,500 people at a time if Dolan 
refuses to give up the controversial use of facial recognition tech. 

“I’ll continue to advocate for our legislation in Albany to stop James Dolan 
from banning fans from the Garden on his enemies list and as we enter 
the budget season, raise the alarm on the taxpayer-funded giveaway to 
Madison Square Garden that amounts to over $40 million a year,” 
Hoylman-Sigal said. 
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Jacob Trouba's hits and fists make a big impact for Rangers 

 

Colin Stephensoncolin. 

‘ 

Sometimes in hockey, a big hit — or a fight — can be almost as 
important to a team as a goal. Jacob Trouba had two huge hits — and 
two fights — that had a major impact in the Rangers’ 5-4 win over the 
Calgary Flames on Monday night at the Garden in their first game back 
after the All-Star break. 

Trouba dumped Calgary forward Dillon Dube to the ice in the first period 
and had to immediately fight Chris Tanev. In the second period, Trouba 
blew up   Nazem Kadri — knocking Kadri’s helmet off — and then fought 
Dube. 

In both cases, the Trouba hit was deemed clean by the officials and 
Calgary got a penalty for starting the fight with Trouba, giving the 
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Rangers a power play. After the fight with Dube, the Rangers scored on 
the power play to take a 3-2 lead. 

“That’s why he’s our captain,’’ Artemi Panarin said. “Everyone knows 
how he plays, and that’s why guys give him respect. And I’m just so 
happy to have that guy on our team.’’ 

Gerard Gallant said he didn’t know if the hits and fights sparked his team 
(there was another big hit in the first, by the Rangers’ Sammy Blais on 
Milan Lucic, that led to a fight between MacKenzie Weegar and Rangers 
rookie Will Cuylle). But he thought it unfortunate that every big hit 
seemed to lead to a fight. 

“It’s a shame you have to [fight] every time you throw a hit,’’ Gallant said. 
“The first hit [on Dube] was a good, clean hockey hit, and it wasn’t a 
dangerous hit, and you wouldn’t think to be retaliation for that. But there 
was, and that’s fine. But the second one, I mean, he hit Kadri pretty hard 
and . . . it looked like Kadri might have got hurt, and I understand guys 
standing up for their teammates. But the first one I thought was a little 
overreaction for me.’’ 

Said Trouba, “You try to kind of get yourself back into the game after a 
long layoff. They’re a big, physical team . . . We can play physical, too.’’ 
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Alexis Lafreniere scores in OT to lift Rangers over Flames 

 

Colin Stephenson 

 

As they began the post-All-Star break portion of their schedule Monday 
at Madison Square Garden against the Calgary Flames, the Rangers 
were gearing up for a playoff push in which they will play 33 games in 67 
days to close out the season. 

The first game in that journey had a little bit of everything: goals, 
goaltending, three fights and a large dose of controversy. In the end, 
Alexis Lafreniere won the race to collect the rebound of a shot by Mika 
Zibanejad and shot it into a vacated net at 1:37 of overtime to give the 
Rangers a thrilling 5-4 victory. 

“It was kind of a full-ice two-on-one, and I was looking for Mika,’’ said 
Lafreniere, who took off down the right side before passing to Zibanejad 
in the middle. “And then the rebound came in front and I just tried to 
shoot on goal. I wasn’t really looking where I was shooting, so I’m glad it 
went in.’’ 

Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom sprawled to stop Zibanejad’s shot and 
tried to dive to his left to make the save on Lafreniere but was out of 
position. As the Rangers celebrated, Markstrom smashed his stick into 
the right post and then threw it in disgust. 

The goal provided a wild finish to a wild game in which Filip Chytil and 
Zibanejad each scored two goals and Jacob Trouba got involved in two 
fights. The Rangers (28-14-8) blew a 3-2 lead to start the third period 
before rallying to force the overtime on Zibanejad’s goal at 12:55 of the 
third period. 

But before they could make it to overtime, the Rangers still needed to kill 
a tripping penalty to Vincent Trocheck with 2:41 remaining. 

“First game back after the break and it was an exciting game, there’s no 
doubt about that,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said. “It wasn’t a great hockey 
game, but it was an exciting game.’’ 

Trailing 3-2 after Zibanejad’s first goal, on the power play, with 14 
seconds left in the second period, Calgary tied it on a controversial goal 
by Andrew Mangiapane at 6:38 of the third. The puck went in off 

Mangiapane’s skate and goaltender Jaroslav Halak erupted, complaining 
the puck had been kicked in. 

After a lengthy video review, the situation room in Toronto ruled the puck 
had been deflected in but not kicked in, and the goal stood. 

Things got worse for the Rangers when Calgary defenseman Michael 
Stone beat Halak (28 saves) with a one-time slap shot at 8:41 to give the 
Flames a 4-3 lead. But Zibanejad’s second goal — he banged in a pass 
from behind the net by Artemi Panarin — tied it at 4-4. 

Chytil, who had recorded four goals and an assist in the three games 
before the break, opened the scoring at 5:37 of the first period. He took a 
pass from Kaapo Kakko, entered the Calgary zone on his off-wing on a 
two-on-one and beat Markstrom. 

Blake Coleman jammed one in against Halak at 10:25 to tie it at 1, and 
then things got physical. Trouba dumped Dillon Dube at the Flames’ blue 
line and Calgary’s Chris Tanev attacked Trouba. The two fought and 
Tanev got a roughing penalty in addition to the fighting major, giving the 
Rangers their first power play of the game at 13:57. 

Chytil made it 2-1 at 2:02 of the second, gobbling up the loose puck 
when Nazem Kadri fanned on a pass in the Rangers’ zone, sprinting the 
other way on a breakaway and beating Markstrom with another quick 
shot. 

“That was a long way to go on the breakaway, so I knew exactly what I 
was going to do, and it worked,’’ said Chytil, who had a couple of 
chances to score his third goal in the overtime before Lafreniere won it. 

“I’m very happy for this. I could have had the third in the overtime, but it’s 
still time and still a lot of work to earn [the hat trick].’’ 

A penalty for too many men on the ice against the Rangers led to Tyler 
Toffoli’s power-play goal that tied it at 2-2 at 16:25 of the second period. 
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Igor Shesterkin is ready, but Gerard Gallant goes with Jaroslav Halak in 
Rangers' return 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

Igor Shesterkin played 10 minutes of three-on-three hockey in the NHL 
All-Star Game on Saturday afternoon after messing around in the All-Star 
Skills Competition on Friday night. 

The 27-year-old goalie had a lot of fun at his first NHL All-Star Weekend, 
and he was rested enough to have started in goal Monday when the 
Rangers returned from the All-Star break with a game against the 
Calgary Flames at Madison Square Garden. 

But coach Gerard Gallant opted to go with backup Jaroslav Halak 
instead. 

“He was pretty good his last game,’’ Gallant said of Halak at Monday’s 
morning skate at the Rangers’ Greenburgh practice facility. “That’s the 
thinking.’’ 

Halak was the Rangers’ best player in their last game, a 4-1 win over the 
Vegas Golden Knights on Jan. 27, making 33 saves and earning first star 
of the game honors. 

The win was the fifth in a row for Halak, who started 0-5-1 but had 
evened his record at 6-6-1 by the time the Rangers arrived at the break. 

Overall, Halak, 37, carried a 2.56 goals-against average and .908 save 
percentage into Monday’s game, his 14th start of the season. Beginning 
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with his first win of the season, Nov. 30 in Ottawa against the Senators, 
he had gone 6-1 with a 2.01 GAA and a .930 save percentage. 

So with 33 games to be played in 67 days to close the regular season, 
Halak figures to be an important supporting player for the Rangers as 
Gallant and goalie coach Benoit Allaire plot how to manage Shesterkin’s 
ice time to keep him fresh for the playoffs. 

Beyond the game-every-other-day pace the rest of the way, the Rangers 
(27-14-8 entering Monday) will have eight sets of back-to-back games 
and eight sets of three games in four nights. 

Shesterkin was asked Sunday if he is prepared to handle a heavy 
workload of games down the stretch. 

“I think everybody is ready,’’ he said. “We know what we want to do. We 
want to play playoff games, so we have to play the same hockey — 
maybe a little bit better — because if you want to win the Cup, you have 
to be the best. So I think everybody’s ready for that.’’ 

Shesterkin, who is 21-8-7 with a 2.45 GAA and .918 save percentage, 
said he feels rested and well, “but I’m not happy about my game.’’ 

He said he didn’t play to his standards in the first part of the season. 

“A great goalie can play like every game very good — maybe sometimes 
it’s not his day, but he tries to stay like, on one level,’’ he said. “But in this 
season, I would have two good games, one bad. And I just want to like 
stay on one line.’’ 

After a disappointing loss to the Devils on Nov. 28, Shesterkin told 
reporters he was “ashamed’’ of how he was playing. Since that time, he 
has gone 11-4-4 with a 2.36 GAA and .922 save percentage. 

Gallant brushed off the question of how he will try to keep Shesterkin 
fresh down the stretch, but he did say that Halak playing as well as he 
has since the slow start helps immensely. 

“We’ll just take it one game at a time,’’ Gallant said. “We’re not going to 
worry about that. 

“Like I said, when you’ve got two goalies playing well, you don’t worry 
about that. That doesn’t cross my mind one bit. 

“[Shesterkin]’s been fine. He had lots of rest. He had just had a week off. 
It doesn’t bother me one bit. Halak’s played real well, and that’s the key.’’ 
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Rangers narrowly get a win after a wild and woolly night at the Garden 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

NEW YORK — This one had it all. As long as you’re not looking for a 
crisp, disciplined play from the Rangers. 

“Maybe didn’t expect a game like this coming back from the break,” Filip 
Chytil said after the 5-4 overtime win over Calgary that featured nine 
goals, three massive (clean) hits by the Rangers, three fights, a couple 
long reviews and, finally, Alexis Lafrenière’s OT winner. Oh, and lots of 
turnovers in the Rangers’ first game in 10 days. 

The sloppiness perhaps could have been expected, given the long layoff 
and the not-yet-fading tans for a few players from their idle week. But for 
the third time in the last nine games, the Rangers rallied to tie in the back 
half of the third period and went on to grab two points — maybe we can 
gloss over the fact that on Monday the Rangers took a lead into the third 
only to cough it up. 

Let’s break it down: 

The goals 

Two for Chytil, who has six in his last four games. Whatever he did for 
the break didn’t slow him down. 

“He’s really hot right now,” Lafrenière said of his linemate. “It’s good to 
see. Just trying to get him the puck.” 

Kaapo Kakko made a nifty little play on Chytil’s first goal a bank-shot chip 
into space off the boards that Chytil picked up in stride on his off-wing 
before snapping a shot high stick side past Jacob Markstrom. On the 
second, a Flames giveaway gave Chytil a breakaway from about the red 
line in. 

“That was a long way for a breakaway so I knew exactly what I have to 
do,” he said. “And it worked.” 

Chytil should have had his first NHL hat trick in OT but his try for a 
yawning net with Markstrom out of position banked off Elias Lindholm’s 
leg and stayed out. 

Mika Zibanejad had two as well, including the tying goal with 7:05 to go. 
It wasn’t a banner night for the Artemi Panarin-Zibanejad-Jimmy Vesey 
line, which was on for two Flames goals, but there was definitely some 
chemistry peeking through on that tying goal. Panarin softly delivered a 
backhand pass before he went behind the Calgary net and Zibanejad 
was right on it — on his forehand too — to roof it. 

“You’ve got to give it some time,” coach Gerard Gallant said. “I don’t 
know if I’m gonna give it some time, we’ll see.” 

Gallant’s line juggling is no laughing matter as he’s tried all season to find 
the right trios. The Chris Kreider–Vincent Trocheck-Barclay Goodrow line 
had a decent night and the kids were good, but Zibanejad’s line gets the 
bulk of the ice time off draws and in the offensive zone, so it can’t just be 
an afterthought. 

Considering this was one of Panarin’s worst games in recent memory, he 
still had two assists and should have had a third if Chytil converts in OT. 
So maybe that line gets another game or two. 

The hits 

“This is why he’s our captain.” 

Panarin marveled at Jacob Trouba’s consistent ability to find the hardest, 
cleanest way to put an opponent on the deck. He did it twice on Monday, 
sandwiched around a big hit from Sammy Blais on Milan Lucic, who’s no 
slouch in the big-hitting department. 

In order of appearance Monday: Trouba on Dillon Dubé: 

The captain   pic.twitter.com/5bIazGlTYY 

— Rangers on MSG (@RangersMSGN) February 7, 2023 

Then Blais on Lucic: 

Sammy Blais with the BIG check on Milan Lucic 

(via @NYRangers)pic.twitter.com/VqyV0s43OF 

— Rangers Videos (@SNYRangers) February 7, 2023 

And, finally, Trouba on Nazem Kadri, whose head scarily bounced off the 
ice but Kadri didn’t leave the game. 

Trouba with another huge hit and Kadri's bucket goes flying!! 
pic.twitter.com/oXlYqA1l2d 

— Rangers on MSG (@RangersMSGN) February 7, 2023 

The biggest impact of these hits was that all three resulted in Rangers 
power plays. Chris Tanev engaged Trouba after the first one, Trouba 
won the fight and Tanev got the extra two minutes. Blais was initially hit 
with a major for a hit to the head but the referees reviewed the play with 
NHL Player Safety and they got the call right — this was a shoulder to 
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the chest and Blais wasn’t penalized, though the resulting scrum gave 
the Rangers a power play. 

And the final one, a huge, huge hit, saw Dubé jump in on Trouba, get his 
butt kicked and earn an instigator for the Flames forward. 

“He can always get us going,” Lafrenière said of Trouba. 

“Happy he’s on our team,” Panarin said. 

The fights 

It’s such a unique skill Trouba has if you can call it that — he throws 
these hits and is instantly ready to fight whoever wants him to dance. 
Gallant didn’t like Tanev’s response to the first hit. “It’s a shame you have 
to do that every time you throw a hit,” said Gallant, who had more than 
his share of fights in his playing days. “For me, the first hit was a good, 
clean hit and you wouldn’t need retaliation for that. The second one, he 
hit (Kadri) pretty hard and I understand guys standing up for their 
teammates. I just think it gets a little overreaction sometimes.” 

It’s not a part of the game many people wish to see and the sight of 
Kadri’s bare head bouncing off the Garden ice is awful. But it clearly 
affects the game, especially when opponents feel the need to step up on 
Trouba to answer for the hits — and Zibanejad’s first goal came on the 
power play that resulted from the Kadri hit late in the second. 

The reviews 

Gallant and the Garden crowd didn’t love the officials and the NHL’s 
Situation Room confirming Andrew Mangiapane’s 3-3 goal that clearly 
went in off the Flames forward’s skate. He also clearly turned his skate to 
direct Noah Hanifin’s pass into the net. 

But according to the rules, that’s not the kicking motion required to wave 
off a goal. Between that lengthy review and one to rescind Blais’ major, 
plus the fights, this was a long night at the Garden. 

The winner 

Lafrenière had one of his more energetic nights this season and he said 
he “didn’t really look” when he spun and fired the winner under 
Markstrom after Zibanejad nearly ended it on a two-on-one feed from 
Lafrenière. 

The much-discussed Ranger forward has been putting some good nights 
together over the last few weeks, likely coinciding with the reunion of the 
Kid Line. Gallant likely isn’t messing with that one. 
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Jaromir Jagr credited with passing Wayne Gretzky for most overall goals 

 

Des Bieler 

4–5 minutes 

 

While Alex Ovechkin continues to garner well-deserved attention for his 
pursuit of Wayne Gretzky’s NHL goal-scoring record, another of the 
Great One’s all-time marks recently fell in relatively quiet fashion. 

Jaromir Jagr — still playing professional hockey at 50, these days for a 
Czech team he owns — scored a goal Sunday that pushed him past 
Wayne Gretzky for the most overall, when taking into account all 
professional games and senior-level international tournament 
appearances. 

That’s according to the Associated Press, which has Jagr now at 1,099 
goals — 844 of them, including 78 in the postseason, come from his 24-
year NHL career, during which he earned a Hart Trophy and helped the 

Pittsburgh Penguins win two Stanley Cup titles. Jagr subsequently 
moved on to stints with the Washington Capitals, New York Rangers, 
Philadelphia Flyers, Dallas Stars, Boston Bruins, New Jersey Devils, 
Florida Panthers and Calgary Flames. 

The AP also tallied Jagr with 107 goals in Czechoslovakian and Czech 
leagues and 93 in the Russia-based Kontinental Hockey League. 
Another 55 were scored in the Olympics — which saw Jagr become a 
1998 gold medalist — world championships and other international 
competitions. 

Gretzky sits at 1,098 goals, including his as-yet unparalleled 894 over 20 
NHL regular seasons, plus 122 more in the playoffs. In his one season in 
the World Hockey League before his Edmonton Oilers joined the NHL, 
Gretzky amassed 56 regular season and playoff goals. Per the AP, he 
also put the biscuit in the basket 26 times between Canada Cup, World 
Cup and world championships appearances. 

Whereas Gretzky retired from the NHL at 38 — possibly forgoing some 
still-productive years, given he had led the league in assists in each of 
the two previous seasons — Jagr competed in North America’s top circuit 
until he was 45. He departed in January 2018 with 1,921 points, second 
only in league annals to Gretzky’s mark of 2,857, after the Flames 
reassigned him to the Czech team he had taken over from his father as 
majority owner in 2011. 

Jagr has since continued to suit up for Kladno, his hometown squad for 
which he made his professional debut in 1988. In 2021, Jagr told the 
Hockey News he was still playing for Kladno out of a sense of 
“responsibility to the club.” 

“Otherwise I wouldn’t fly here and I wouldn’t be making a fool of myself,” 
he said at the time. “But if I quit, the partners and sponsors would leave 
and the club may be done. I have no choice. People don’t understand it, 
but I don’t care. Only God will judge me. I expect much more from 
myself, and I also believe that I have it in me.” 

On Sunday, Jagr showed he still had some of his old prowess by holding 
off a Trinec defender to collect a puck behind the net, pop out to one side 
of the goalkeeper and adroitly slip the puck past his other side. 

Ovechkin, meanwhile, was last seen participating in the NHL All-Star 
Game last Saturday, one day after he shared the ice with his 4-year-old 
son, Sergei, during a skills competition. 

When Ovechkin’s Capitals resume their regular season Saturday, he will 
look to add to his total of 812 regular season goals. That has him just 82 
behind Gretzky, and the 37-year-old Ovechkin could move past him for a 
new NHL record if he maintains his scoring pace for another two or 
possibly three seasons. 

As for assists, no one seems likely to come close to either Gretzky’s NHL 
record or whatever his overall professional-plus-international-tournament 
mark may be. As has been frequently noted since he hung up his skates 
in 1999, Gretzky’s assists alone — a regular season total of 1,963 — 
amount to a greater number than any other NHL player has in total 
points. 

Ron Francis, who starred for the Penguins, Hartford Whalers and 
Carolina Hurricanes, is a very distant second in assists at 1,249. Jagr 
stands fifth all-time with 1,155 assists, and he is fourth in goals (766) and 
games played (1,733). 
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Time With Ovechkin & 'Ovi Jr.' Was Highlight Of Crosby's All-Star 
Weekend 

 

By Sammi Silber 
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For years, Alex Ovechkin and Sidney Crosby were part of a rivalry that 
had started brewing before either began their Hall of Fame careers with 
the Washington Capitals and Pittsburgh Penguins back in 2005. Over 
time, with both older and in the twilight of their careers, that bad blood 
has stopped boiling and both captains have gone from enemies to "good 
friends." That made for one of the most memorable All-Star experiences 
yet in South Florida for both captains. 

Ovechkin and Crosby teamed up to not only score some great goals for 
the Metropolitan Division in the 3-on-3 tournament, but they united for the 
Skills Competition as well. They joined forces for the breakaway 
challenge and both landed on the idea of incorporating Ovechkin's son, 
Sergei, into the challenge. The three of them went in alone on Hall of 
Fame goaltender Roberto Luongo, and Crosby and Ovechkin got the 
assists as "Ovi Jr." scored five-hole on a backhanded deke. 

It was a moment that neither Ovechkin nor Crosby are taking for granted 
at this point in his career. 

"Probably the skills, probably the breakaway with Ovi's son, I think that's 
one that I'll definitely remember," Crosby told reporters after the All-Star 
Game regarding his favorite moment at this year's festivities. 

"Everybody enjoy. Obviously, Sergei was very happy, always smiling, 
always asking when the hockey was going to be... Top class. Guys have 
fun," Ovechkin said, later adding, "That’s a special moment. the fans love 
it, we both love it. I think it’s great for the game, it’s great for both us and 
obviously for Sergei as well.” 

READ MORE ON WHN: Hip Resurfacing Surgery Didn't Just Save 
Nicklas Backstrom's Career. It Gave Him His Life Back 

Beyond the skills competition and 3-on-3 tournament, Ovechkin and 
Crosby spent some time together off the ice as well. Both met up 
together on the red carpet, with Ovechkin and his son getting a picture 
with Crosby. No. 87 also suggested that Sergei lead the Metro All-Stars 
out onto the ice for the Skills Competition, with Ovechkin recording on his 
iPhone. 

“Nice to have his son be a part of it... I know his son loves the game and 
it’s cool to see him out there," Crosby said. 

Ovechkin and Crosby also caught up with the like of Connor McDavid 
and more of the All-Stars in attendance, and for No. 8, it brought back 
memories of his past All-Star experiences where he was still an up-and-
comer looking up to veterans and past legends of the game. 

"I remember when I was a little younger, [Crosby and I were] sharing with 
Shanahan, Luongo, with those legends and it was pretty special 
moments," Ovechkin said. "Right now, we kind of little more, have more 
experience and more age in our career, but it's great. We enjoy to spend 
time in the locker room with the boys, talking, make some jokes. And 
obviously with Sergei over there, it was special." 

In a lot of ways, the presence of "Ovi Jr." was symbolic of the new-found 
friendship and appreciation for each other that both Ovechkin and Crosby 
have formed over the course of their historic careers. 

"We good friends, you know? We call to each other. If he have some 
milestones, I call him, shoot him a text. First couple years, we kind of 
[had a] different relationship. We was young, you know? Right now we 
mature." 

WHN FEATURES: For Ovechkin, Time With Ovi. Jr Makes 2023 NHL All-
Star Weekend Best One Yet 

Crosby agreed and said that the time that has passed and the accolades 
that both have received shined a new light on their relationship, which is 
no longer fueled by a media-created rivalry, but by a passion for the 
game. 

"I think coming in with the expectations and just before we even played a 
game against each other it was already a rivalry. It was kind of set up 
that way," Crosby said. "I think over time, you understand that yeah, it 
gets heated, it's intense on the ice. We both want to have success. But 
you appreciate playing against each other for as long as it’s been, and to 
still be in a tight race and in a playoff race down the stretch all these 
years later, to see what he’s doing, I think you appreciate all of that.” 

Going forward, both Ovechkin and Crosby are looking forward to seeing 
where the rest of their careers take them, and of course, where Sergei 
will head next. 

“He still enjoy playing hockey, I still enjoying playing hockey, and I'm 
pretty sure when me and him’s going to be retired, we just going to have 
a couple beers together and talk about what happened in past 15-16 
years," Ovechkin smiled. "I think it’s great for hockey for previous 
generation and future generation to see the kind of comparison, that kind 
of battle between two organizations. It's great for game." 
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Caps lock up another forward with 3-year extension for Milano 

 

Matt Weyrich2-3 minutes 

 

Just 32 hours after announcing they signed center Dylan Strome to a 
five-year extension, the Capitals locked up another young forward over 
the All-Star Break with a new three-year, $5.7 million deal for left wing 
Sonny Milano. They made the move official Saturday evening. 

Washington signed the 26-year-old to a one-year, $750,000 contract 
shortly after the start of the season and immediately loaned him to its 
AHL affiliate Hershey Bears, pushing him through waivers without any 
other teams submitting a claim. Milano joined the Capitals on Nov. 5 and 
has remained on their roster ever since, registering eight goals and 14 
assists in 40 games. 

Milano’s offseason was a tumultuous one. Despite registering 34 points 
in 66 games for the Ducks last season, Anaheim declined to make him a 
qualifying offer. He didn’t land a contract in free agency, ultimately 
settling for a professional tryout with Calgary. The Flames cut him at the 
end of training camp, which led to his deal with Washington. 

In signing a new deal that carries a $1.9 million average annual value 
and keeps him in D.C. through the 2025-26 season, Milano has made 
good on the chance the Capitals gave him and impressed them enough 
to earn a spot on their roster moving forward. He has had a penchant for 
scoring in big moments and regularly skated among their top six 
forwards. 

A first-round pick of the Blue Jackets in 2014, Milano has 44 goals and 
59 assists in 237 career games between Columbus, Anaheim and 
Washington. 
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AHL players put on all-star show for Place Bell fans in Laval 

"It was a great show. It's all young guys who want to show their skills. 
You don't want to be the guy who's not trying hard." 

 

Herb Zurkowsky   
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"We have less budget than the NHL, but I'd say we did a better job 
overall of showing our skills while keeping it simple for the fans," Laval 
Rocket forward Anthony Richard said about the AHL all-star game held 
at Place Bell in Laval Monday night. PHOTO BY JOHN MAHONEY 
/Montreal Gazette 

Perhaps it’s the crowd and ambience at Place Bell. Or maybe, because 
the majority of these players are younger and have aspirations of 
ascending to the NHL, they simply try harder. 

Whatever it is, the AHL’s two-day all-star classic, which concluded 
Monday night with round-robin challenge games before 9,887 spectators, 
somehow seemed more competitive and entertaining than the event put 
on by the NHL each season. 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

“We kept it simple and gave it a great effort,” said Laval Rocket forward 
Anthony Richard. “Usually when you combine both, it gives a good show. 
If you’re trying to do too much, it’s a bit boring. Look at the NFL. They’re 
not doing a real game anymore. What’s the point of going to see guys if 
they don’t put the helmets or pads? 

“We have less budget than the NHL, but I’d say we did a better job 
overall of showing our skills while keeping it simple for the fans. The NHL 
has to take note of what we did this weekend. It was a great show. It’s all 
young guys who want to show their skills. You don’t want to be the guy 
who’s not trying hard. The game was on TV. Everybody wants to leave a 
good impression. You want to be the guy that shows his skills on a 
weekend like that.” 

There’s no doubt the crowd came to cheer the North Division team — 
specifically Richard and his Rocket teammate, Alex Belzile. But their 
team was eliminated from the final following two ties and a shootout loss. 
Nonetheless, Richard scored twice, while Belzile produced three assists. 

The games consisted of two five-minute periods, with three skaters on 
the ice for each team. The teams were comprised of the four AHL 
divisions — North, Atlantic, Central and Pacific — with 12 players on 
each squad. 

With a trip to the final at stake, Richard, the first man up, lost the puck in 
the shootout, which lasted an incredible 11 rounds before a winner was 
declared. Richard is the Rocket’s leading scorer, with 22 goals and 42 
points in 38 games this season. 

“Something happened,” Richard explained. “You have to look at the 
goalie, where he’s going and what he’s trying to do. We’ve been playing 
hockey since we were five years old. Losing the puck happens. It’s 
something that doesn’t happen that often.” 

For the record, the Pacific Division defeated the Atlantic Division 1-0 in 
the final. 

Earlier in the day, AHL president Scott Howson told the assembled 
media that the league has no plans to expand or realign its divisions. 
While the league consists of 32 teams, it’s comprised of 10 in the Pacific 
Division, eight in the Atlantic and seven in both the North and Central. 

That has led to an unbalanced schedule. The Rocket, for example, meet 
division rivals Belleville — one of its closest geographically — 12 times 
and has eight games each against Toronto and Syracuse. But it plays 
Hershey, members of the Atlantic Division, only twice and doesn’t meet 
some teams in the Pacific Division. 

“We have more meaningful games at the end of the season,” Howson 
said, adding the schedule is league- and team-driven. “Laval wants to 
play Belleville and Toronto a lot of times. We try to serve that (need). 
We’d love to get to (four) eight-team divisions. 

“We like 32 teams and won’t be issuing an expansion franchise unless 
the NHL does. We want to make sure our product is exciting and 

compelling and the hockey’s good. We all have an obligation to grow this 
game.” 

While the AHL has followed the NHL’s lead when it comes to its all-star 
presentation — a two-day event involving both a skills competition and 
challenge game — the latter’s recent event, held last weekend in 
Sunrise, Fla., was criticized frequently on social media, as seems to be 
the case annually. 

“Our players are engaged and take pride in their performance,” Howson 
said. 
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Road fatigue setting in for Montreal Force, who hope to have a home 
next season 

"We can't go another season playing 23 of our 24 games on the road," 
head coach Peter Smith said of the city's professional women's hockey 
team. 

 

Pat Hickey   

 

Montreal Force coach Peter Smith has one item on his wish list for next 
season. 

“We need home ice,” Smith said Monday after Montreal’s professional 
women’s hockey team suffered a 3-2 “home” loss to the Minnesota 
Whitecaps at the Arena de la Rivière-du-Nord in St-Jérôme. 

HI/O: Montreal's Road to the Cup 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

The Force used the Verdun Auditorium as its training base for its 
inaugural season in the Premier Hockey Federation, but was unable to 
secure a permanent site for home games. After playing its season 
opener in Verdun, the Force became the nomads of the PHF, with 11 of 
its 12 “home” games spread across the province. 

“We had a late start and we knew this was going to be difficult, but we 
can’t go another season playing 23 of our 24 games on the road,” Smith 
said. “The good thing is we were able to promote the women’s game in 
different markets. We had 1,300-1,400 fans here yesterday.” 

There were no more than 300 fans Monday, which wasn’t a surprise 
because it was a weekday and the game wasn’t on the original schedule. 
The Force and the Whitecaps were supposed to play Saturday and 
Sunday, but the games were pushed back a day because bad weather 
forced the cancellation of the Whitecaps flight to Montreal Friday. 

The delay didn’t seem to affect the Whitecaps, because they won the 
opening game in the two-game series 4-1. 

The losses dealt a serious blow to the Force’s hopes of earning a playoff 
spot. The Force is 10 points behind the fourth-place Connecticut Whale 
with six games remaining in the regular season. 

“We’re working hard, the effort is there, but we can’t get the puck to go 
into the net,” said Smith, whose team went 0-for-5 on the power play on 
Monday “We have a young team. I think we have eight first-year pros. 
Scoring two goals today was a step forward because we’ve been scoring 
only one goal in most of our recent games. 

Captain Ann-Sophie Bettez, the most experienced player on the team, 
scored the first Force goal Monday but her game — and possibly her 
season — ended in the final minute when she collided with a Minnesota 
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player and suffered what appeared to be a knee injury. Alexandra Labelle 
scored midway through the third period to cut Minnesota’s lead to one 
goal. 

Brittyn Fleming, Ashleigh Brykaliuk and Czech Olympian Denisa Krizova 
scored for Minnesota. 

Amanda Leveille, a Brossard native who was part of four NCAA 
championship teams at the University of Minnesota, was the winning 
goaltender in both games. Leveille, who is the league’s all-time leader in 
wins, made 29 saves Sunday and 27 Monday. 

Catherine Daoust opened the scoring for the Force Sunday, but Jonna 
Albers and Liz Schepers scored power-play goals to give Minnesota the 
lead. Sidney Morin and Fleming rounded out the scoring. 
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AHL all-star Gabriel Dumont treasures his time with Canadiens 

"I'll always be grateful I had that chance, that opportunity," Syracuse 
Crunch captain and native of tiny Dégelis says about time with CH. 

 

Herb Zurkowsky  

 

Of the hundreds of players who have worn a Canadiens jersey during the 
last century, it’s unlikely Gabriel Dumont‘s name would stand out except 
to the most fervent of fans. 

Nonetheless, the native of Dégelis, a village of less than 4,000 people 
located close to the New Brunswick border, played 18 games over four 
seasons with Montreal, scored his first NHL goal at Pittsburgh, against 
Marc-André Fleury, and made three playoff appearances for the 
Canadiens, against Ottawa, in 2013. 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

At age 32, the forward is in his 13th pro season and is the captain of the 
Syracuse Crunch. 

“That was a long time ago,” Dumont said on Sunday, during the launch of 
the two-day AHL All-Star Classic at Place Bell in Laval. “Being in the 
starting (lineup) in the playoffs … that’s a moment I’ll remember. You 
couldn’t see anything (at the Bell Centre), just a wave of white towels. It’s 
something you can’t describe. Nobody can know what it is until you live it. 

“It’s a little kid’s dream come true playing for the Canadiens,” added 
Dumont, who was selected in the fifth round (139th overall) by Montreal 
in 2009. “I’ll always be grateful I had that chance, that opportunity. Fans 
here are pretty crazy and they do remember. All the little Quebec kids 
growing up … we play in the street, ball hockey, we play in the park. For 
me, we’re all Maurice, Guy or Jean Béliveau. It was a dream come true, 
whether you play one game, 18 or 1,000. This is a dream.” 

Dumont, playing in his second AHL All-Star Game, has 90 NHL games to 
his credit, including for Tampa Bay, Ottawa and Minnesota, but has only 
produced four goals and nine points. He hasn’t played an NHL game 
since the 2019-20 season and has closed the book on that chapter. 

At 5-foot-10 and 196 pounds, Dumont isn’t overly big. But in his final 
season of junior hockey, with Drummondville, he had 51 goals and 93 
points in 62 games. 

“I’ve made my peace with that a long time ago,” Dumont said. 
“Sometimes it’s opportunity not coming or opportunity not taken when the 
chance was there. Maybe I wasn’t at my best, and when I was at my 
best, the chance wasn’t there. You can be pissed off and mad that this 

guy has played 400 games and I’ve only played 100 … he’s not better 
than me. At the end of the day, I’m grateful. I made it. I’m still playing for 
a living and still having fun. 

“It’s a cliché to say I’d give anything to be you, to play those 18 games for 
Montreal. When you sit back and think about it, it’s a thrill. A blessing. I’m 
one of the few that are really lucky. All the kids that play minor hockey in 
Quebec, .01 will play in the NHL and .0001 will play for the Montreal 
Canadiens.” 

Signed to a two-year contract with the Crunch last June, Dumont doesn’t 
gaze too far when discussing his future, but likely realizes retirement isn’t 
far off. With 12 goals and 21 points through 30 games, he can still 
contribute to a team that sits third in the North Division, five points ahead 
of the Laval Rocket with two games in hand. 

“He’s a great guy to have around,” said fellow Crunch all-star participant 
— and linemate — Alex Barré-Boulet. “He has played in the NHL, almost 
100 games. He works hard every day and it’s easy to follow his lead; he 
always wants to get better. Everything he does, I try to watch and follow 
his lead. 

“He’s a great captain, vocal in the room. When we need a spark on the 
ice, he’s going to deliver a big hit, make sure we’re ready in the room. 
He’s a great guy to have around.” 

Knowing he might not get many more all-star opportunities, Dumont took 
advantage, bringing his two sons on the ice for Sunday’s skills 
competition — one of them scoring against San Diego’s Lukas Dostal 
and entertaining spectators with his celebration. 

“The day I feel I’m not needed, I’ll slowly and quietly leave,” Dumont said. 
“You can’t take anything for granted. It’s a chance that we get to play this 
game for a living, to get to enjoy it.” 
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How the Canadiens’ rebuild must navigate the minefield of a shifting 
Atlantic Division 

 

Arpon Basu, Marc Antoine Godin 

 

When NHL training camps opened this season in mid-September, Detroit 
Red Wings general manager Steve Yzerman provided a spot-on 
description of how the Atlantic Division is structured, with a group of 
highly competitive teams and another group working to get there. 

Yzerman saw the Toronto Maple Leafs, Tampa Bay Lightning, Florida 
Panthers and Boston Bruins as teams with a solid, clearly defined and 
impressive core. 

His own club wants to participate in the process of shifting the power 
structure of the division as the teams at the top begin to age and/or run 
into cap issues, something we feel will happen over the next three 
seasons. 

“Buffalo, from where I sit, have drafted extremely well and are moving 
their young players into the lineup, they’re continuing to get better,” 
Yzerman said then. “Ottawa has an excellent group of young players and 
made some moves this summer to improve their team. I think they’re a 
better hockey club. And Montreal, drafting so high, and so many draft 
picks coming in over the last year, and this year, and even next year … 

“Our division is interesting,” he added. “You’ve got the good teams at the 
top and the rebuilding teams starting to move their younger players in. So 
we’re in a tough division, and we look to improve and to remain 
competitive with these teams. It’s not going to be easy.” 
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The Canadiens find themselves in direct competition with the Red Wings, 
the Buffalo Sabres and the Ottawa Senators, three teams that began 
their rebuilding process earlier, therefore forcing the Canadiens to play 
catch-up while also trying to complete this divisional power shift as the 
best of the group. 

Red Wings head coach Derek Lalonde might have been even more on-
the-nose on his last visit to the Bell Centre than his GM was in 
September in describing the current dynamic in the division. 

“This division, and this conference, will demoralize you,” Lalonde said. 
“When we talk about the reality of making the playoffs, it’s not so much 
where we’re at, it’s probably more of a credit to where our division and 
conference is at … It’s not a bad thing having three of the best teams in 
the league in your division, because that’s truly where it’s at. Would it be 
great to make the playoffs this year? Yes. Do we need to chase it with 
free agent signings, deadline deals, not selling? You’d be lying to 
yourself. 

“So I think all those teams are trying to get there for the long haul. It just 
takes a while.” 

Everyone builds based on their own needs and limitations and does what 
they feel is best. But they also need to be constantly looking over their 
shoulder to see what the team one lane is over is doing. 

So let’s look at the teams in the lanes next to the Canadiens in an effort 
to better understand where Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes are in 
comparison to the Red Wings, Sabres and Senators in several key 
areas. 

Doubling down on scouting 

An NHL rebuild always begins with stockpiling draft picks. After picking 
Rasmus Dahlin at No. 1 overall in 2018, for example, the Sabres had 
eight more first-round picks over the next four drafts, including Owen 
Power at No. 1 overall in 2021. 

The Senators struck gold in 2020 with their first-round haul, adding Tim 
Stützle at No. 3, Jake Sanderson at No. 5 and Ridly Greig at No. 28. 

The Red Wings have drafted 50 players in the last five years and the 
Canadiens have drafted 49, a reflection of former GM Marc Bergevin’s 
and assistant GM Trevor Timmins’ philosophy of having as many darts 
as possible to throw at the board in the hopes of hitting a bullseye. 

“If it was just darts on a board, you wouldn’t spend a heck of a lot of 
money on a scouting staff,” Kent Hughes said during his first interview 
with The Athletic a year ago. “And I think we should spend more.” 

As a former agent, Hughes comes from a background of taking chances 
on hockey players much younger than 18. When he became a GM, he 
figured teams had much more information to work with and should 
therefore be more accurate in their projections. But draft performance is 
also tied to being bold and ignoring the consensus when you are certain 
in your projection. Hughes wants his scouting staff to have the liberty to 
think for themselves, and opting for Juraj Slafkovský over Shane Wright 
at No. 1 overall of the last draft was a demonstration of that type of 
thinking. 

Veering away from a conservative approach at the draft can help acquire 
elite talent because banking on winning a lottery is not necessarily an 
available solution. 

The Red Wings had their draft slot either remain the same or drop in the 
lottery five years in a row; a fly in the ointment for the pro-tank crowd. In 
2019, they finished with the fourth-worst record in the league but had 
their pick drop to No. 6 overall, where Yzerman went bold and drafted 
defenceman Moritz Seider. In 2020, after finishing in last place overall, 
the Red Wings were hoping to win the right to draft Alexis Lafrenière, but 
their pick dropped to No. 4 and they took Swedish forward Lucas 
Raymond instead. 

“Ultimately, we need good players,” Yzerman said prior to the season. 
“We talked a lot about the lottery, not having the success moving up at 

least in the lottery, but we’ve been very, very fortunate and lucky to have 
these kids come in and have a real positive impact.” 

Today, if you were to do a 2019 re-draft, Seider would probably go No. 2 
overall of a very talented class. Same with Raymond in 2020, proof that 
you need to hit on the hail mary pass when the opportunity presents 
itself. No matter the number of picks they have or where they are in the 
draft, teams are ultimately judged on the quality of their picks and how 
their bold decisions paid off. 

A proper use of the AHL 

Drafting well provides substance for the AHL club and instills an 
environment that is ripe for proper development. 

A few years ago, at the height of their talent and draft pick acquisition 
phase, the Senators wisely avoided rushing several of their forward 
prospects to the NHL. Josh Norris, Drake Batherson, Nick Paul and 
others went back and forth between Ottawa and Belleville. Their 
progression was measured, they would get a few games with the big club 
and were sent back down to the AHL to continue that progression. No 
one got a full-time NHL job until they were ready. 

The Sabres acted similarly with Jack Quinn, Peyton Krebs and JJ 
Peterka, even if they graduated relatively quickly. 

At first, the Canadiens planned on doing the same thing with their young 
defencemen, except injuries and the unexpected readiness of Arber 
Xhekaj forced them to alter their plan to the point where instead of having 
two rookies at a time on the blue line, they regularly have twice that 
number in the lineup. 

The Canadiens are lucky their callups from Laval have contributed and 
that none of them have looked overmatched playing NHL games, but 
even though they have one of the better prospect pools in the NHL, the 
best ones have not yet arrived in Laval. In that sense, things haven’t 
really changed. In 10 years, the Canadiens’ AHL farm team has only 
developed two NHL regulars, Jake Evans and Michael Pezzetta. 

It will be interesting to see how this will evolve in a context where 
developing European players in the AHL is more common than before. 
Over the last three drafts, the Canadiens have drafted a few Europeans 
who decided to play their major junior hockey in North America (Filip 
Mešár, Jan Mysak, Vinzenz Rohrer), which should help ease their 
transition to the AHL. 

The Red Wings (defenceman Simon Edvinsson) and Sabres (forwards 
Jiri Kulich and Isak Rosén) have convinced important European 
prospects to cross the ocean and play in the AHL at a young age. This is 
happening elsewhere across the league, like forward Lukas Reichel 
(Chicago), defencemen Šimon Nemec (New Jersey), David Jiricek 
(Columbus) and Victor Söderström (Arizona), or goalies Jesper Wallstedt 
(Minnesota) and Yaroslav Askarov (Nashville). 

The AHL is still largely dominated by tweeners, but things are changing, 
and the Canadiens must be able to count on that league to create a 
steadier stream of NHL players than what we’ve seen. 

Establishing a culture and having gatekeepers 

You hear the word all the time in hockey, from management, from 
coaches, from players. General managers want to build a culture for their 
teams, and once it’s built, they want to maintain it. 

There is perhaps no one in the division better placed to speak of the 
importance of culture than Buffalo Sabres veteran forward Kyle Okposo 
because he has experienced an extremely negative one and has also 
experienced that franchise digging itself out of that hole to establish what 
is a very positive culture now. 

And what makes a culture change so difficult to execute and maintain is 
that the shift can be so subtle, the impact so abstract, that it’s almost 
imperceptible until, somewhat suddenly, you notice it’s changed. 
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“It’s like trying to explain time, right?” Okposo said at the beginning of the 
season. “The days go slow and the years fly by, and when you’re in the 
day to day and you’re talking about a culture shift or an organizational 
shift, it’s not one specific thing. It’s like the day to day, you don’t notice 
anything, but year to year you notice a lot, or month to month you notice 
a lot. 

“So I think it’s been something that’s been building over time. It’s not 
something that’s been easy, and not quite one specific thing, but a lot of 
different things compounded.” 

Okposo is one of the culture gatekeepers in Buffalo. In Detroit, they 
signed Andrew Copp, David Perron and Ben Chiarot in free agency to 
help with that. Same with Ottawa, who signed Claude Giroux. In 
Montreal, this is why players like David Savard, Jake Allen and, when 
healthy, Brendan Gallagher are valued for more than what they do on the 
ice. 

“To put a singular definition on it, I don’t know if you can do that,” Okposo 
said. “But, to me, the biggest thing for culture is to do the right thing all 
the time. It sounds so simple, but it’s not. It’s very, very difficult, and it 
requires a lot of conversations that are not easy, and it requires you to 
look in the mirror, to look at the guy across from you and have a difficult 
conversation because it’s the right thing to do. And if somebody can’t 
handle that right thing, or if somebody’s going to pout and moan about it, 
then that’s somebody that’s not contributing to a positive culture.” 

Culture gatekeepers are the ones that start those difficult conversations. 
This is where the loss of Carey Price and Shea Weber is perhaps most 
felt in Montreal. The Canadiens will have to hope the veterans they have 
identified for this role can do the job, but if not, they may need to go find 
them elsewhere. 

Getting ‘a help’ along the way 

When Trevor Timmins was running the Canadiens’ amateur scouting, he 
had a word he liked to use when it came to having prospects fall to their 
draft slot. He called it ‘a help’. For instance, the Philadelphia Flyers 
drafting Cam York at No. 14 in 2019 to allow Cole Caufield to fall to No. 
15. That sort of thing. 

In this instance, the help is a player emerging somewhat out of nowhere 
to become an impact player. The Sabres have that in Tage Thompson, 
the Senators have it in Josh Norris, both acquired in trades and who 
have become much better than their original teams expected them to be, 
otherwise, they wouldn’t have traded them away. 

The Canadiens might already have that in Kirby Dach. Yes, Dach was 
the No. 3 overall pick in that same 2019 draft, so he didn’t exactly 
emerge out of nowhere. But what he looks like he could become for the 
Canadiens looks very much like a help because of how quickly the 
Chicago Blackhawks gave up on him, because there’s no other way to 
describe trading Dach at age 21 for the Nos. 13 and 66 picks in a weak 
2022 draft. 

Dach suffered a major wrist injury at the world junior championships in 
2021, and he can say now that it took much longer to get all the way 
back from it than the original recovery time would suggest. 

“I don’t think you really know when you’re back to 100 percent, you just 
continue to play and try to do the job,” Dach said last week. “I don’t know, 
it’s weird, it’s like a switch almost flips. But you don’t know when that 
switch is going to flip.” 

It appears to have flipped in Montreal. 

Another example of ‘a help’ is someone like Arber Xhekaj, who had a few 
teams invite him to their camps, but he chose Montreal because of how 
the previous management group was building its defence. 

“We knew they had a lot of players, but we knew they liked a certain style 
of D with obviously (Ben) Chiarot, (Shea) Weber, (Jeff) Petry, (Joel) 
Edmundson, they’re all big, strong D-men,” Xhekaj said. “I had similar 
attributes at the time. So we knew they liked that type of D-man, so if I 

could show that I could play as good as those guys, I knew I had a good 
chance.” 

That led to Xhekaj getting a contract, but then Marc Bergevin’s 
management team was fired, and that assurance was no longer there. 

But it’s fair to say Kent Hughes considers this a help. 

“First time was I think development camp, that was the first time I met 
him and he told me he was watching me throughout the playoffs and 
Memorial Cup and he was really impressed with what he saw,” Xhekaj 
said. “He just told me to keep it up.” 

Finding the right time to make a splash 

One of the biggest challenges a team faces when it decides to invest is 
not only identifying which players will have the biggest impact, it’s also 
timing: identifying when the need is at its highest and when that injection 
of talent will allow for the most significant jump, and when it will make the 
most sense from a salary cap perspective. 

Making a big offseason splash can energize a franchise, but it must also 
align with its development curve. 

The Senators were thrilled to be able to add Claude Giroux and Alex 
DeBrincat last summer, two big names that added credibility and talent to 
their young group. No matter the results this season, we can’t question 
the wisdom of those two acquisitions. 

The Red Wings also added players; some have helped (Dominik Kubalik 
and David Perron), and some haven’t (Andrew Copp, Ben Chiarot). It’s 
less of a net positive than in Ottawa. The Red Wings are no longer in the 
running for the best lottery odds, but they’re not quite a playoff team, 
either. Putting the blame solely on the new acquisitions would be unfair, 
however, because a lack of production from some established players 
they were counting on has also contributed to their up-and-down season. 

In Buffalo, GM Kevyn Adams might have been tempted to take 
advantage of his precious cap space to spend big over the summer. But 
he showed some remarkable restraint. 

“When you look at where we are as we’re building this, we thought a lot 
about that from the cap perspective — having a young team, where we’re 
going to be,” Adams told colleague Pierre LeBrun earlier this season. 
“Part of it is knowing when you have a young group of core players that 
hopefully are successful, and you know those dollars are going to 
change.” 

Generally speaking, the Sabres, Senators and Red Wings have all 
placed their budgetary priority on re-signing their best young players. 
They are all among the lowest-spending teams in the league, while the 
Canadiens, at least for a few more months, are among the highest. 

Once Cole Caufield is re-signed, the Canadiens should be able to easily 
absorb the next contracts of their young defencemen. They, like the 
Sabres, were prudent last year – did they really have a choice? – but we 
can reasonably expect them to start investing in a similar way to the Red 
Wings and Senators next summer, or maybe the summer after. 

The Canadiens made the decision not to tear it all down, not to go 
scorched earth, and hope to accelerate the rebuilding process. It would 
therefore be illogical for Hughes to sit on his hands for five years. But he 
should beware of shortcuts because sometimes making a splash can 
lead to you drowning. 

The importance of managing expectations 

Young players are impressionable. Outside expectations are not 
supposed to impact how a locker room functions or approaches their 
work, but they can be a factor. The Canadiens currently have no outside 
expectations, and earlier this season, Nick Suzuki acknowledged how 
much easier it is for him to grow into his role as captain in that context. 
When the Canadiens lose, he is upset, but the questions he gets are 
rarely, if ever, about the reasons behind the loss. 
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Heading into this season, Senators general manager Pierre Dorion 
expressed the notion that the rebuild was over in Ottawa. This is an 
example of how not to manage expectations. Because that statement 
gave Senators fans the impression that a winning season was on the 
way. That the playoffs were possible. And what Dorion probably meant 
was more that the Senators had reached a point where they didn’t need 
to do much more asset acquisition. The defence needed to be fixed, and 
he acknowledged as much. But that one quote created expectations that 
were unmet this season, and it was a mistake. 

The Red Wings had a similar vibe after the offseason they had been so 
active in free agency sent a message to their fans that they were ready to 
take a step, even if Yzerman didn’t say so as explicitly as Dorion. But the 
expectations created by the free agent signings didn’t necessarily link up 
with where their young players were at in their development and the 
realities of the playoff picture in the Atlantic Division. 

“We want more, our expectations are more, but I think we’re also realistic 
about where we are in the moment,” Lalonde said. “I wouldn’t say the 
word frustrating, but we’ll beat a Winnipeg, we’ll beat a Toronto, we’ll 
beat Vegas on the road, we get excited, but then (what makes us) 
realistic about where we’re at is we’re unable to beat Columbus at home, 
we’re unable to beat Philadelphia at home, which is real.” 

The lesson here is messaging is important. Hughes has been very clear 
about how long this might take and that simply making the playoffs is not 
the goal in Montreal, it is a sustainable success, which means 
sustainable contention for the Stanley Cup. That takes time, and properly 
communicating that to the fanbase impacts the development of your 
young players while also avoiding unreasonable expectations from taking 
hold. 

The days of the Atlantic Division causing sleepless nights for its 
constituents are not over. The level of competition will be such that, 
considering they only play each other three times a season, it’s not 
inconceivable that at some point, every team in the division will be above 
.500. 

Of course, no team is shielded from making a wrong move, or a bad 
decision, but after years of waiting, the front offices in Buffalo, Detroit and 
Ottawa are ready to convert their promising youth into truly competitive 
teams. Hughes is not the only one who wants sustainable success; each 
of his rival colleagues describes their goals in similar terms. Not every 
team will necessarily get there, but Yzerman is refurbishing a plan in 
Detroit that worked so well for him in Tampa, Adams appears to be 
putting the wisdom gained from so many years of misery to good use in 
Buffalo, and the Senators appear poised to create some new momentum 
with a new owner coming and the real possibility of a new downtown 
arena. 

So the Canadiens can’t settle for simply building a good team, they will 
need to be excellent if they hope to finish atop these concurrent 
rebuilding projects. These are three teams that began their rebuilds 
before the Canadiens and, at least according to our colleague Scott 
Wheeler, two of them have better prospect pipelines. 

There’s a lot of work still left to do. 
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NHL prospect trade board: Which top assets could contenders move at 
the deadline? 

 

Corey Pronman9-11 minutes 07/02/2023 

 

Today I’m going to highlight the top young assets available on 
contenders heading into the 2023 NHL trade deadline. To define a 

“contender,” I’m using the teams that have a five percent chance or 
better of winning the Cup based on Dom’s model. That comprises 
Boston, Carolina, Colorado, Dallas, Edmonton, New Jersey, Toronto and 
Tampa Bay. I selectively excluded a few players like Luke Hughes, Philip 
Broberg and Dylan Holloway due to them being on the roster or having a 
good chance to be on the playoff roster for their respective clubs or a 
recent No. 2 pick like Simon Nemec that I can’t see being on the market. 
Available doesn’t mean I’ve heard they’re being shopped, but I think 
there’s at least a plausible chance they could be moved. 

1. Alexander Nikishin, LHD, Carolina 

It never hurts to ask. Do I think it would be wise to trade a big, mobile, 
physical 21-year-old defenseman who is top 10 in KHL scoring as of this 
writing? No, it would be a terrible idea. But every team that calls Carolina 
will likely at least inquire about the possibility of getting Nikishin and if 
there’s a chance Carolina feels they can’t get him signed then maybe he 
could be moved. 

2. Logan Stankoven, C, Dallas 

Stankoven has arguably been the best player in junior this year not 
named Connor Bedard. He’s an electric offensive talent between his 
great skating, skill, and goal-scoring ability to go with a tenacious 
compete level. He has everything except size. The second-round pick by 
Dallas in 2021 looks like someone who could be in the league soon, and 
it would be quite a piece to move but Dallas also has a very strong 
forward group already. 

3. Matthew Knies, LW, Toronto 

Knies is an interesting prospect for this type of article because I see a 
world where he’s helping Toronto in the playoffs. He has a big, thick 
frame to go with his great skill and work ethic, and could realistically 
make the jump this spring and be a decent top-nine winger for Toronto. 
He will be the name every team asks about in trade calls though, 
especially if someone is offering a major upgrade. 

4. Lian Bichsel, LHD, Dallas 

Bichsel was very good at the World Juniors and was Dallas’ most recent 
first-round pick. He’s a big, mobile, highly physical defenseman whose 
offense will be secondary as a pro. He’s a top NHL prospect, but his NHL 
timeline is likely the furthest out compared to Stankoven or Thomas 
Harley in the Stars system which is something to consider on the trade 
front. 

5. Shakir Mukhamadullin, LHD, New Jersey 

Mukhamadullin is an interesting trade chip. He’s a very good player. He’s 
a big defenseman who skates well and has shown offense at the KHL 
level too. He projects as a top-four NHL defenseman, but New Jersey 
has Luke Hughes and Simon Nemec coming and already has a strong 
club. Mukhamadullin may end up the odd man out in the roster battle and 
therefore makes a lot of sense to use in a deadline move. 

6. Colorado and Edmonton’s first-round pick in the 2023 NHL Draft 

I’m making a delineation between Colorado and Edmonton’s first-round 
pick and the other clubs because as of now they are picking closer to 20 
presuming they don’t make the final four or go on a big run in the final 
months, which is quite possible. Putting these picks above some recent 
first-round picks is not a commentary on the 2023 draft. I think by the 
time you get to the 20th pick in the draft it will start to look like a standard 
draft. But for a team drafting around there, they will likely think they can 
get a premium name on their list given they will probably have someone 
in their personal top 10-12 on the board still. 

7. Alexander Holtz, RW, New Jersey 

Holtz has often been a healthy scratch this season for New Jersey so I’m 
skeptical he’s part of their current playoff plans. It would be quite a move 
to deal the 7th overall pick from the 2020 NHL Draft, but his development 
has stagnated recently. I do think he’s a very good young player, he’s got 
a ton of skill and an elite shot, but his lack of pace and energy are 
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concerns. New Jersey has a very good group of forwards, and if they 
don’t see a realistic path to Holtz being a part of their everyday top nine 
as of next season, then he could be a trade chip. 

8. Reid Schaefer, LW, Edmonton 

Schaefer has been an important part of a top WHL club in Seattle this 
season. He is a player type teams will covet as a big, physical winger 
who may not have amazing offensive abilities or footspeed but projects to 
score at a decent clip as a pro. He’s still quite young as a 2022 draftee, 
which could make him more appealing as a trade chip for the Oilers 
given they are trying to contend now. 

9. Thomas Harley, LHD, Dallas 

Harley hasn’t broken through yet in the NHL, but he has been a top 
defenseman in the AHL this season. A defender with his size and 
mobility who shows some offense versus men will be a priority ask for 
clubs and he looks like a potential second-pair defenseman in the NHL 
one day. I’m sure Stars fans would like to see both him and Bichsel on 
their blue line for a decade though. 

10. Xavier Bourgault, RW, Edmonton 

Bourgault is a highly skilled winger. He lit up the QMJHL due to his great 
skill and offensive sense. His first-year pro has gone well. The scoring 
hasn’t been there in huge numbers but he’s one of the youngest players 
in the AHL. Given their need for secondary scoring, I could see this being 
a tough piece for the Oilers to let go of, but Bourgault will be someone 
teams will ask about. 

11. Boston, Carolina, New Jersey, and Toronto’s first-round pick in the 
2023 NHL Draft 

Using the same analysis as above, while I have high prospect grades on 
the players below these picks, any team using a late first rounder will 
likely have that prospect on the top 20 of their list and think they have a 
good chance to bet on a strong middle-six forward or a second-pair 
defenseman. 

12. Scott Morrow, RHD, Carolina 

Morrow is having a down year compared to his 2021-22 season, but he 
remains a strong prospect and a good trade chip for Carolina. He’s a 
good-sized defenseman who can skate, is highly skilled, has great 
offensive hockey sense and can score goals. The issue is he’s not a 
great defender but his offensive tools are so good I think another team 
would covet him. 

13. Nolan Foote, LW, New Jersey 

Foote has already been part of one deadline deal already, so it’s not 
much of a take that he fits the criteria for a trade. He’s a good player. 
He’s big, he works hard, can score goals and has good hockey sense, 
but his skating limits him so there is some concern about whether he can 
handle the NHL pace. I see enough of a player there to where I think he 
can, but it hasn’t happened yet and the clock is ticking on the 22-year-
old. 

14. Mavrik Bourque, C, Dallas 

Bourque’s first pro season started off bumpy, but he’s been scoring more 
lately and projects to have offense versus men. He has a lot of skill and 
arguably better hockey sense. He can run a power play and create a lot 
in the offensive zone. Bourque lacks ideal size and skating for the NHL 
though. He is a more typical trade piece in that he has a lot of potential, 
but isn’t a sure thing either. 

15. Pyotr Kochetkov, G, Carolina 

With both Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta set to become free agents 
this season, I don’t see Kochetkov being moved. He has shown he can 
look like an NHL goalie though in a limited sample. His hockey sense is 
just fine but he’s a tremendous athlete and looks like a good pro 
goaltender. 

16. Arseni Gritsyuk, RW, New Jersey 

Gritsyuk has been quite good in the KHL over the last two seasons. He’s 
a strong skating winger with very good offensive skills and a goal-scoring 
threat from range. He looks like a very nice 5th round pick. For New 
Jersey, they need to ask though does he have a real future in their top 
nine or just as quality depth? If Holtz can’t make their team can Gritsyuk? 
Maybe, maybe not. But those are questions I think management needs to 
ponder ahead of this deadline, especially as Gritsyuk’s KHL deal is set to 
expire this spring. 

17. Topi Niemela, RHD, Toronto 

Niemela’s offense is down this season in Finland, but I do think if he was 
on the market there would still be interest. He has excellent two-way 
hockey sense and is a good skater. He is undersized though and not that 
dynamic for a smaller defenseman so there is some risk. Those kinds of 
prospects tend to be part of deadline deals. 

Other assets of interest (alphabetical order): 

Kevin Bahl LHD, New Jersey 

John Beecher, C, Boston 

Jackson Blake, RW, Carolina 

Seamus Casey, RHD, New Jersey 

Nico Daws/Akira Schmid, G, New Jersey 

Jack Drury, C, Carolina 

Jack Finley, C, Tampa Bay 

Jean-Luc Foudy, RW, Colorado 

Gage Goncalves, LW, Tampa Bay 

Noel Gunler, RW, Carolina 

Dennis Hildeby, G, Toronto 

Isaac Howard, LW, Tampa Bay 

Niko Huuhtanen, RW, Tampa Bay 

Raphael Lavoie, RW, Edmonton 

Mason Lohrei, LHD, Boston 

Fabian Lysell, RW, Boston 

Fraser Minten, C, Toronto 

Nikita Okhotyuk, LHD, New Jersey 

Oskar Olausson, RW, Colorado 

Ryan Suzuki, C, Carolina 

Jack Thompson, RHD, Tampa Bay 

Carolina, Edmonton and New Jersey’s second-round pick in the 2023 
NHL Draft 
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NHL 99: Mario Lemieux could ‘do things that nobody else could do’ 

 

Rob Rossi14-18 minutes 07/02/2023 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
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we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

First shift, first shot, first goal. Five goals, five ways. A 46-game scoring 
streak. Returning in-season from back surgery to win the Stanley Cup. 
Beating cancer and winning the scoring title and MVP in the same 
season. Scoring 35 goals and 76 points in 43 games after retiring for 
three-plus seasons. Buying out of bankruptcy the organization that 
drafted him. 

“He’s No. 2, huh?” said Scotty Bowman, the NHL’s winningest coach, of 
Mario Lemieux, the second-ranked player on The Athletic’s list of the 
greatest players of the modern era of the NHL. 

“You might have him too low. Mario’s the best player that ever lived.” 

High praise. 

Possible, too. 

For though Lemieux, who played his entire career for the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, winning the Stanley Cup twice as a player and three more 
times as a majority co-owner, might not own the NHL record books as did 
Wayne Gretzky, a case can be made that no player was more physically 
dominant than “Super Mario.” 

“I never liked comparing them; it was those two and everybody else,” 
said Paul Coffey, a defenseman who starred with Gretzky’s Oilers and 
Lemieux’s Penguins in the 1980s and 1990s. “I’ll say this, though: You 
saw Mario do things that nobody else could do.” 

Added Kevin Stevens, who played with Gretzky after beginning his 
career with Lemieux in Pittsburgh: “Mario was like an alien. The things he 
could do — even when he wasn’t close to 100 percent healthy — are 
hard to believe to this day. And I was there when he did some of them.” 

“I don’t think anybody has meant more to one franchise than Mario did in 
Pittsburgh,” said Randy Hillier, a longtime NHL defenseman who played 
with Lemieux. “That team exists because of Mario. He saved them when 
he was drafted. He bought them when they could have moved. 

“There are a lot of great players. I’d put him up there with any of the best. 
But if you’re talking about what one person means to an organization, a 
city — there’s only Mario. He’s a hero in Pittsburgh, and rightfully so.” 

Before he became a hero in Pittsburgh, Lemieux was a prodigious talent 
who straightened the scouting world’s axis in the early 1980s. Before 
there was Eric Lindros, Sidney Crosby, Connor McDavid and Connor 
Bedard, there was Lemieux, a big-but-smooth prospect, doing the 
unbelievable on a daily basis in the QMJHL. 

In his mid-teens, Lemieux debuted with the Laval Voisins for their 1981-
82 season. He produced 30 goals and 96 points in 64 games. 

“He was playing against guys two or in some cases almost three years 
older,” said Eddie Johnston, the former coach and GM of the Penguins 
who drafted Lemieux in 1984. 

“I lived 20 minutes from him. I went to seem him that first season with 
Laval, and I knew then he was going to be special because he was the 
youngest guy out there and also the biggest, strongest and most skilled. I 
remember telling people, ‘Wait until he catches up to their age, he’s 
going to do things nobody’s ever done.” 

Johnston proved prophetic. Lemieux propelled his way to 84 goals and 
184 points in 66 games during his second season with Laval. By then, he 
was already on the NHL’s radar as the likely top prospect for the 1984 
draft. 

“I was scouting for the Canadiens and a friend of mine told me to go 
check out one of his games,” Bowman said. “I think he only had five 
points that game, but other players were hanging all over him. He was 
already getting beat up because you couldn’t stop him otherwise. 

“He could have been one of the NHL’s best players when he was 17. 
Making him wait another year almost seemed unfair to everybody else in 
junior hockey.” 

Bob Errey, a longtime teammate of Lemieux who was drafted by the 
Penguins at No. 15 in 1983, didn’t see much of his future NHL captain 
during Lemieux’s junior days. He remembers “hearing the stories of this 
guy putting up unbelievable numbers every night.” 

“He had another year to go by the time I was drafted to Pittsburgh, even 
by then you already heard people comparing him to Gretzky,” Errey said. 
“You have to understand that Gretzky was putting up 200 points in the 
NHL at the time, so for everybody to agree this kid might be as good as 
Gretzky — that was unthinkable.” 

Lemieux changed his number to 66 — Gretzky’s iconic 99 only upside 
down — on the advice of an agent. But nothing about Lemieux required 
clever marketing. His game spoke for itself. Lemieux roasted the QMJHL 
in his final season. He racked up 133 goals and 282 points in only 70 
games. 

“The numbers didn’t sound real,” said Mike Lange, longtime voice of the 
Penguins. “I went to see him play once when he was with Laval. It was 
like he was playing a completely different sport. 

“It’s one thing to be so dominant. What jumped out to me was the artistry. 
He didn’t just score goals; he scored the prettiest goals you’d ever seen. 
He didn’t just make passes; they were perfect passes that half the time 
his teammates weren’t ready for because they didn’t see the game like 
he could. I just remember leaving that game — and, again, I only saw 
him in junior that one time — thinking, ‘Oh, what a gift it would be if we 
got him.’” 

The Penguins and New Jersey Devils were locked in a tight race for the 
NHL’s worst record during the 1983-84 season. The prize was worth the 
pain, and Johnston wasn’t above some clever maneuvering to give 
Pittsburgh the edge in the Lemieux sweepstakes. 

Before a game late that season, Johnston sent the Penguins’ best goalie 
to the minors late on a Friday afternoon. The Penguins played the Devils 
that weekend, and Johnston filed the paperwork for the roster move after 
normal business hours at the NHL offices. 

Johnston still claims the timing of that move was coincidental, but the 
Penguins lost to the Devils that weekend. From that point forward, there 
was no looking back for Johnston. He was receiving unfathomable offers 
for the Penguins’ first overall pick before the season ended. He refused 
to tell Penguins ownership about some of the potential deals because he 
didn’t want to tempt fate. 

“I wasn’t trading that pick,” Johnston said. “I told our owner he would 
have to fire me first.” 

The Quebec Nordiques offered each of the Statsny brothers and their 
first-round pick for the right to draft Lemieux. The Winnipeg Jets 
presented to Johnston every pick they owned in the 1984 draft. The 
Montreal Canadiens assured they would “match and do better” than any 
other club. 

“There was a lot of pressure because some people thought we should 
trade the pick and stock up,” Johnston said. “We hadn’t been to the 
playoffs in a long time. The building was half-filled. A lot of people 
thought we didn’t have much time left in Pittsburgh, that the team would 
move if things didn’t turn around fast — and, basically, I could have had 
anything I wanted if I was willing to give up that pick.” 

Johnston held firm. 

Several months later, 17 seconds into his first NHL game at the Boston 
Gardens, Lemieux scored his first NHL goal. About a minute later, 
Johnston was tapped on the shoulder by the Bruins’ Harry Sinden. 

“When Mario scored, I turned around and Harry was right there. He said, 
‘No wonder you didn’t trade that (expletive) pick.” 
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Halfway through his rookie NHL season, Lemieux had elevated the 
Penguins to must-see status in Pittsburgh. Attendance increased to the 
point that Saturday night home games were sellouts. Local television 
stations began discussing broadcasting deals for future seasons. 
Pittsburgh residents, traditionally smitten with the NFL’s Steelers, started 
wearing No. 66 Penguins jerseys. 

The Penguins still weren’t very good, and wouldn’t be for a while. 
Lemieux, however, was an instant superstar, drawing attention wherever 
he went. He also finished that rookie season with 43 goals and 100 
points — good enough for the Calder Trophy, the first of many NHL 
awards to come. 

“Our owner, Mr. (Edward) DeBartolo, came into my office near the end of 
that first season and gave me a big hug,” Johnston said. “He said, ‘You 
holding onto that pick was the best thing that ever happened to this 
team.’” 

The Penguins missed the playoffs in Lemieux’s first season. It would be 
the late 1980s before Lemieux finally tasted postseason hockey at the 
highest level. By then, he had already won one of his three Hart 
Trophies, two of his six Art Ross Trophies, and turned the All-Star Game 
into his personal showcase. 

Coffey, who was traded to the Penguins early in the 1987-88 season, 
said it was Lemieux’s Canada Cup breakout that signaled his time as 
hockey’s best player was coming. 

“It was his first time he was surrounded by other great players,” Coffey 
said of the Canadian roster, which featured himself, Gretzky, Lemieux 
and a who’s who of 1980s stars. “I think he and Wayne pushed each 
other, but everyone on the team realized by the end of that tournament 
Mario had arrived. I don’t know how many goals he had. They all felt like 
big ones.” 

Gretzky-to-Lemieux, the tournament-winning goal is one of the most 
famous goals in hockey history. Gretzky finished the Canada Cap with a 
tournament-best 21 points. Lemieux’s 18 were second, but he paced all 
players with 11 goals in nine games. 

Lemieux followed his Canada Cup efforts with a 70-goal, 168-point 1987-
88 season, for which he earned his first Hart Trophy. The next season, 
Lemieux again led the NHL with 85 goals and 199 points and got his first 
taste of Stanley Cup playoff hockey. He did not disappoint, scoring 12 
goals and 19 points in 11 games, but the Penguins fell a win short of the 
conference final. 

“He was the best player in the world by the end of that season,” Hillier 
said. “And he stayed that way until he retired.” 

The 1990s seemed destined to be Lemieux’s decade. In a lot of ways, it 
was. 

Throughout the decade no player, including Gretzky, won a scoring title 
during a season in which Lemieux played at least 60 games. That 
happened only four times and he retired after the 1996-97 season at 31. 

Lemieux spent much of his career being defined by what he would 
overcome as much as what he accomplished. 

He famously was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s disease, now known as 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, during the 1992-93 season. By then, his Penguins 
were two-time defending Stanley Cup champions and Lemieux, at the 
time of his diagnosis, was on pace to shatter Gretzky’s single-season 
point record. 

On the day of his final treatment for Hodgkin’s, Lemieux flew to 
Philadelphia to play for the Penguins against the Flyers. That game 
launched probably his most memorable run — one that included him 
rallying to win the scoring title with 160 points in only 60 games, leading 
the Penguins on a still-record 17-game winning streak, and a couple of 
moments that Lange never thought were possible. 

“I’ll tell you what I never thought I’d live to see: One of our players getting 
cheered in Philadelphia or New York,” Lange said. “But that first game 

back in Philadelphia, Mario was given a standing ovation — in the 
Spectrum of all places. And later on, he had a game at the end of season 
at Madison Square (Garden) when he scored five goals, and the Rangers 
fans cheered him like he was one of their own. 

“That’s respect, brother.” 

After going back-to-back in 1991 and 1992, the Penguins never won the 
Cup again when Lemieux played. They were upset as heavy favorites in 
the Patrick Division final in 1993. Lemieux, exhausted from his cancer 
treatments and a still ailing back, played in only 22 games in 1993-94 
and sat out the 1994-95 season. 

“His body was broken,” Johnston said. “He was still the best player. His 
body just didn’t let him play, wouldn’t let him compete the way he liked to 
compete. 

“And don’t let anybody tell you he wasn’t a competitor. He didn’t talk a lot. 
He let his play talk for him. But, boy, did he love to compete.” 

That much never was more apparent than in the years Lemieux sat out in 
the late 1990s. 

The Penguins were on the brink at the end of the 1990s. They were 
bankrupt, stuck in a decaying arena, and they needed an owner who 
wanted to keep them in Pittsburgh. Lemieux was their largest owed 
creditor because he hadn’t been paid in full on a contract he signed 
earlier that decade. 

Lemieux had lucrative offers — near $20 million annually — to un-retire 
and play for either the Canadiens or Rangers. He declined to entertain 
those possibilities and instead formed an ownership group to bid on the 
Penguins, saying they were his legacy and keeping them in Pittsburgh 
was his priority. A bankruptcy judge awarded the Penguins to Lemieux’s 
ownership group in 1999. He watched their postseason series from the 
owner’s suite with his family and felt something he hadn’t noticed in 
years. 

“I didn’t know a thing about it,” Patrick said of Lemieux’s remarkable 
return from a 3 1/2-year retirement in December 2000. “I found out the 
day before the story broke.” 

Stevens, playing for the Flyers to start the 2000-01 season, remembers a 
conversation with several teammates when word spread in November 
2000 that Lemieux was training for a comeback. A few players, including 
some veterans, whom Stevens said “should have known better,” doubted 
Lemieux would make much of an impact. 

“I get why they thought like that, because who misses that much time and 
comes back in a big way?” Stevens said. “But they didn’t know Mario like 
I did. I knew he wasn’t coming out of retirement unless he thought he 
could be what he was, and he was the best.” 

No longer the one-on-one master from his younger days, and far 
removed from his best skating, Lemieux shined with savvy during his 
comeback season. He dragged linemate Jaromir Jagr to a fifth and last 
scoring title with the Penguins, and finished as a Hart Trophy finalist. At 
the NHL Awards, Hart winner Joe Sakic thanked Lemieux “for not coming 
back sooner” — the implication being Lemieux had already re-asserted 
himself as hockey’s greatest force in about a half-season. 

Lemieux played in at least 60 games only once after his 2000-01 
comeback season. He posted 91 points the season he did, but his heart 
was elsewhere after captaining Canada to a gold medal at the 2002 
Winter Olympics. From that point on, the NHL’s only owner-player was 
set on securing funding for a new arena that would secure the Penguins’ 
future in Pittsburgh. He wouldn’t achieve that goal until after Crosby was 
drafted as his heir apparent in 2005. 

Lemieux played in 26 games during Crosby’s rookie season in 2005-06. 
He assisted on Crosby’s first goal. He retired for good to see the 
Penguins win the Cup three times under his ownership, completing in full 
the organization’s transition from bottom-feeder to standard-bearer 
during his enrollment. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 7, 2023 

 

“He has this presence about him,” Crosby said. “He doesn’t get rattled 
too much. He stays even-keeled. 

“But he means everything to this organization, to this city. It’ll always be 
Mario.” 
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Kirill Kaprizov’s All-Star Weekend: Stick swaps, babysitting and how he 
got out of fastest skater 

 

Michael Russo7-8 minutes 06/02/2023 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Kirill Kaprizov was packing up his gear after 
Saturday’s All-Star Game and ready to hit the shower when somebody 
approached him. 

“The guy said, ‘Sid asked if he can have your stick,’” Kaprizov recalled 
Monday. “I go, ‘Sid?’ 

“‘Wait, Sid Crosby?’” 

The Wild’s third-year star laughed at the memory. “He goes, ‘Yeah,’” he 
continued. “I don’t know why he’d want my stick. But I gave Sid my stick, 
and I asked if I can have one from him. Then he sent one over.” 

A few minutes later, another person approached Kaprizov. 

It was one of the highlights of an interesting All-Star Weekend for 
Kaprizov, who didn’t have a point in either game he played as the Central 
Division lost to the Tkachuk brothers, Dylan Larkin and the rest of the 
Atlantic Division in the final after beating the Pacific in the semifinal. He 
also accidentally passed the puck once to Detroit’s Larkin on the other 
team. He said he got confused because the Central played in black 
jerseys in the first game and he forgot he was wearing the lighter jersey 
in the second. 

“It’s hard when you don’t play for two hours,” Kaprizov said, laughing. 

The games Saturday came after the skills events Friday, when Kaprizov 
became a story for not taking part in any competition. That followed two 
days of horse-trading behind the scenes that are a window into how 
these skills competitions come together. 

According to sources in the league office, about a week before All-Star 
Weekend, Wild general manager Bill Guerin called to tell the officials 
Kaprizov was dealing with nagging upper-body soreness and to ask if 
Minnesota’s leading scorer could be left out of shooting events. 

The league said no problem and instead assigned Kaprizov to the fastest 
skater competition. 

One problem: Kaprizov didn’t want to do it. 

“The thing is that I’m not the fastest player,” Kaprizov said Saturday. 

He asked to be removed, but the request either wasn’t received or was 
declined because when the competitors were announced Thursday, he 
was assigned to the event anyway. 

Kaprizov again told the league he didn’t want to participate. But around 3 
o’clock Friday, the league confirmed to the Wild that Kaprizov would be in 
the competition because Kings forward Kevin Fiala had also bowed out 
because of injury concerns. 

Fiala was squeamish about the fastest skater competition because in 
2017 he broke his left femur crashing into the end boards during the 
playoffs. 

However, according to sources, on the bus ride to the arena, the former 
Wild teammates talked and decided they would both take part in the 
event. By that point, though, the league had room for only five skaters. 
So about three minutes before the event, Kaprizov was relieved of his 
duty. 

Monday, Guerin confirmed what sources told The Athletic: “Kirill was 
willing to do it at the very end and was told they didn’t have room. Trust 
me, he didn’t want to not participate. All these guys have (injury) 
concerns.” 

Kaprizov also said he was ready to go, “but people came and said, 
‘You’re not going to go,’ and that’s it.” 

Kaprizov said he was willing to compromise and do something else, but 
the league had each event assigned to other players. He took part in the 
“Tendy Tandem” event like most other non-goalies. He said it made for “a 
very long” night for him: “We were on the bus at 3 and didn’t get back to 
the hotel until 11.” 

As for the game, Kaprizov said he had fun and wanted to be there, even 
though his body language at times left the impression he was coasting. 

Kaprizov denied the lack of effort, saying it’s an honor to play in the All-
Star Game. In his eight professional seasons, he has taken part in seven 
All-Star games (five in the KHL). The only season he didn’t play in one 
was his abbreviated NHL rookie year because there wasn’t one. 

Kaprizov said his second NHL All-Star Game in Florida was more special 
than his first in Las Vegas because there were so many Russian players. 
He got to hang out with Alex Ovechkin, Nikita Kucherov, Vladimir 
Tarasenko and two of his closest friends: the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin 
and the Islanders’ Ilya Sorokin. 

Wild fans surmised Kaprizov might have been bummed he couldn’t be in 
Cabo with 17 of his Wild teammates, but Kaprizov also said that wasn’t 
accurate. 

He and his girlfriend spent four days in South Florida before his All-Star 
Weekend responsibilities kicked off, and he always intended to spend 
time before the weekend with Shesterkin and Sorokin, his old CSKA 
Moscow teammate. 

“We had a nice day together,” Kaprizov said. 

Guerin also said he doesn’t feel critics are “reading it right.” 

“(Kaprizov) wanted to be there and was proud to represent the Wild and 
our fan base,” Guerin said. “But, look, you need rest, too. Most of these 
guys in the All-Star Game are the ones that lay it all on the line, and they 
need rest.” 

Monday, after the Wild’s pregame skate, Kaprizov joked that next year 
his comrade in arms, Mats Zuccarello, will have to take part in the All-
Star Game with him. Zuccarello, in the next stall, said no way: “I want my 
vacation.” 

Kaprizov said one of his favorite parts of the weekend was getting to 
know young Stars star Jason Robertson. They were 1-2 in the Calder 
Trophy race two years ago, though Kaprizov got 99 out of 100 first-place 
votes. “It wasn’t much of a race,” Robertson said. The pair were 
linemates in the All-Star Game and sat next to each other in the locker 
room. 

The highlight of the weekend for Kaprizov was getting to babysit 
Ovechkin’s 4-year-old, Sergei. Asked what he talked to Sergei about, 
Kaprizov said, “He asked one question: When is my turn for the penalty 
shot?” 

Kaprizov loved the kid’s move to beat Hall of Famer Roberto Luongo: 

After scoring a franchise-record 47 goals and 108 points last season, 
Kaprizov leads the Wild with 27 goals and 59 points in 48 games this 
season. He has two goals and five assists in the past five games and 
hasn’t been enthralled by his game of late. 
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That’s why he said the break came at a good time. 

“(I’ve) had ups and downs,” Kaprizov said. “(I’m) not as stable as last 
year, so it was good to catch a breath and focus on the rest of the 
season and playoffs. It was a good break.” 
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The NHL All-Star Game is an oasis. It's a moment for players to hang 
with peers, friends and family. To sink a golf putt with a hockey stick or 
topple into a dunk tank, it's a time to let their personalities shine through, 
or at least as much personality as their decades of hockey culture 
programming will allow them to show without the shock collar going off. 
There's a reason they call it an All-Star break. It's a break from all that 
stress and strain of watching the scoreboard. 

But breaks are breaks because eventually one must get back to the 
grind. The rest of the NHL season provides challenges, obstacles, 
missions and emotional journeys for our 44 representatives. 

Here are the 2023 NHL All-Star tiers, taking into account how their 
season has been, where it might be headed and the roles they'll play in 
shaping that future. Enjoy! 

Players who will define the rest of the season 

Rasmus Dahlin, D, Buffalo Sabres 

Bo Horvat, C, New York Islanders 

Jack Hughes, C, New Jersey Devils 

Kirill Kaprizov, LW, Minnesota Wild 

Alex Ovechkin, LW, Washington Capitals 

David Pastrnak, RW, Boston Bruins 

Tage Thompson, RW, Buffalo Sabres 

Some of the players here will determine which teams make or miss the 
postseason. 

Ovechkin will command our attention for the Wayne Gretzky chase, as 
he sits 82 goals away from tying The Great One's NHL goals record. But 
he's also integral to the Capitals' attempt at a ninth straight playoff 
season. He has 19 more goals than anyone else on the team. 

The Wild's status as a playoff team could be summarized as "steady but 
teetering." Kaprizov has eight more goals and 11 more points than 
anyone else on the Wild. They'll need Kirill The Thrill in MVP mode to 
make the cut. 

Horvat was originally listed in another tier, as his much-anticipated trade 
from the Vancouver Canucks happened a little earlier than much of us 
anticipated. He will be tasked with turning around the Islanders' 25th-
ranked offense, 31st-ranked power play and 15th-ranked faceoff winning 
percentage, while also justifying their trade for him by signing a long-term 
contract ahead of free agency. So no pressure, Bo. 

Speaking of contracts, Pastrnak needs a new one. Everything I've heard 
is that he and the Bruins are getting closer. The money for one of the 

NHL's top two right wings is going to be fascinating: It's generally 
assumed that the floor is Artemi Panarin's $11,642,857 annual cap hit. 
The duration is going to be even more fascinating: How does he view the 
Bruins' future through his commitment of years, knowing that the post-
Patrice Bergeron era is nigh? 

Oh, and in the background of all of this, Pastrnak is the leading scorer on 
a team attempting to shatter NHL regular-season records for points and 
wins. 

Dahlin has replaced Thompson as the Sabres' representative, and it's 
well deserved. There's a case to be made that he's been the NHL's best 
defenseman this season with, shall we say, a more well-rounded view of 
a defenseman's responsibilities than Erik Karlsson, the presumed leader 
for the Norris Trophy. May the All-Star spotlight illuminate Dahlin's 
accomplishments. 

Bummer about not having Thompson here, as he is injured. Simply put, 
Thompson has a chance to author the biggest playoff story of the 
season, as the Sabres seek their first berth since 2011. When Tage 
goes, they go: He has 26 goals in their 26 victories. He's the only player 
with the numbers and the narrative that could pry the Hart Trophy out of 
Connor McDavid's hands this season if the Sabres sneak into a wild-card 
slot. 

There might be another player that could usurp McDavid if the Oilers 
miss the playoffs: Hughes, who has 14 more points and 12 more goals 
than anyone on the Devils. He's their MVP and their pacesetter. They're 
nowhere without him. 

Pivotal to the playoff push 

Leon Draisaitl, C, Edmonton Oilers 

Kevin Fiala, LW, Los Angeles Kings 

Connor Hellebuyck, G, Winnipeg Jets 

Nikita Kucherov, RW, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Andrei Svechnikov, RW, Carolina Hurricanes 

Andrei Vasilevskiy, G, Tampa Bay Lightning 

These are players on teams that have fairly solid-to-good playoff 
chances. 

For all the talk about what Rick Bowness has done in Winnipeg, they're a 
playoff team because Hellebuyck is back to being a .923 save 
percentage goalie who's pitching shutouts, full stop. 

Fiala has quietly been excellent for the Kings after his high-profile trade 
last summer, leading L.A. with 53 points in 53 games -- 10 more than any 
other teammate. Draisaitl is the highest scorer in the NHL not named 
Connor McDavid. 

Kucherov and Vasilevskiy have powered the Lightning this season. But 
given the playoff format, their goal for the rest of the season is basically 
to stay healthy and know their Toronto Maple Leafs scouting reports from 
back to front. 

Svechnikov is playing at his same goals pace as last season, but is a 
little off his mark on helpers. But much like the rest of the Hurricanes, it's 
all about the playoff performance, and please recall that Svech had five 
points in 14 games in last year's postseason. 

Trapped inside the bubble 

Aleksander Barkov, C, Florida Panthers 

Sidney Crosby, C, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Nazem Kadri, C, Calgary Flames 

Brock Nelson, C, New York Islanders 

Juuse Saros, G, Nashville Predators 
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Brady Tkachuk, LW, Ottawa Senators 

Matthew Tkachuk, LW, Florida Panthers 

Players on teams that are on, around, or under the playoff bubble. 

I'm making the editorial choice that the Flames are on more wobbly 
footing than the Kings and Oilers in the Pacific Division, despite Calgary 
having a higher percentage chance of qualifying (83.7%) than L.A. 
(65.2%), according to Money Puck, because the Kings have played more 
games. Kadri has done his part (19 goals) to prove me wrong, but he 
needs more help. 

Speaking of doing his part but needing more help: Tkachuk has 66 points 
in 49 games, down slightly from his points per 60 minutes pace with the 
Flames last season. He's 19 points clear of Barkov in the Panthers' 
scoring race, and therein lies the problem: Until recently, Barkov has 
been good but not star-quality good. But oh baby, Barky's on one now: 
11 straight games with at least a point and 17 points overall during that 
run. 

Meanwhile, Tkachuk is trying to cross the point-per-game mark for the 
first time in his career while keeping the Senators' wild-card hopes alive. 
At the very least, Money Puck gives them better odds (14.6%) than 
Nelson's Islanders (11%), who again just traded for Bo Horvat because 
Lou Lamoriello is convinced this is a playoff team. 

There are only two names that can get the Predators to the playoffs and 
they are Juuse and Saros. He did as he does in January, going 7-3-0 
with a .929 save percentage after going 8-22 with a .934 save 
percentage in January 2022. They need more of that down the stretch to 
compensate for a Nashville offense that's been as messy as the floor at 
Tootsies after last call. 

The Connor McDavid tier 

Connor McDavid, C, Edmonton Oilers 

When you're on pace for 150 points in a season, you get your own tier. 
That's the rule. If McDavid hits that mark, it'll be the highest point total for 
an NHL player since Mario Lemieux hit 161 in 1995-96 (incredibly, in just 
70 games). Every game, another highlight. Every week, another 
collection of points. 

The Oilers were my preseason Cup pick. I'm sticking with it, if only 
because the alternative is so undesirable: an unfettered celebration of 
one of the greatest statistical seasons in NHL history plummets into 
another lament about McDavid being wasted on middling Edmonton 
teams. 

Preparing their acceptance speeches 

Mitch Marner, LW, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Josh Morrissey, D, Winnipeg Jets 

Jason Robertson, LW, Dallas Stars 

Stuart Skinner, G, Edmonton Oilers 

Ilya Sorokin, G, New York Islanders 

Logan Thompson, G, Vegas Golden Knights 

Linus Ullmark, G, Boston Bruins 

The next NHL Awards Watch won't be out until next week, but last 
month's edition featured a number of these candidates. 

The MVP talk around Robertson cooled off in December and January 
after he -- gasp! -- had only 30 points in 28 games. But he's still the 
engine for one of the top lines in the NHL and 18 points clear of the next 
highest scorer on the team. More and more, you're hearing the Stars 
mentioned as a legit Cup contender from those inside the NHL. 
Robertson is a big reason why. 

Morrissey's Norris Trophy case is getting stronger. The Jets blueliner is 
third in the NHL among defensemen with 53 points in 52 games. His 
challenge will be breaking through the chatter about Erik Karlsson, 
Rasmus Dahlin and the ever-praised Cale Makar. As one voter told us 
last month: "Do they do ad campaigns in Winnipeg?" 

Thompson (.913 save percentage) and Skinner (.914) have both been in 
the Calder Trophy mix, although they suddenly have Buffalo's Ukko-
Pekka Luukkonen on their corner after the Sabre won January rookie of 
the month honors. Thompson also has the extra "rookie who saved the 
season" narrative after the capped-out Knights turned to him following 
Robin Lehner's season-ending surgery. 

Speaking of goalies, Ullmark is 25-4-1 this season for the Bruins. When 
your goalie's stat line looks like most teams' record when entering the 
third period with a lead ... yeah, that's a Vezina Trophy-caliber season. 
The .936 save percentage only underscores that. But Sorokin (.923) 
shouldn't be counted out considering the relative strength of the teams in 
front of them. He was sixth for the Vezina last season. 

The Rangers and/or Avalanche tier 

Adam Fox, D, New York Rangers 

Nathan MacKinnon, C, Colorado Avalanche 

Cale Makar, D, Colorado Avalanche 

Artemi Panarin, RW, New York Rangers 

Mikko Rantanen, RW, Colorado Avalanche 

Igor Shesterkin, G, New York Rangers 

If any enterprising grad student wants to investigate the impact of long 
playoff runs on the following season's All-Star voting, I'd read that paper. 

Shesterkin, Panarin and Fox are all making their first All-Star Game 
appearances, with the latter two added during the fan vote. I was stunned 
to find out this was the Breadman's first All-Star appearance, but then I 
remembered he made the 2020 edition but missed it due to injury. The 
Rangers are chugging along with a .633 points percentage, closer to the 
bubble in the Eastern Conference than they are to second place in the 
Metropolitan Division. It feels like a team waiting for an adrenaline shot 
from GM Chris Drury at the trade deadline. 

MacKinnon has been superb since returning from injury on New Year's 
Eve: 20 points in 14 games, going scoreless in only three of them. The 
Avs won seven of eight games before the break. Makar has points in 
nine straight. Colorado is starting to go from simmer to rolling boil after a 
janky, injurious first half. Rantanen (61 points in 48 games) has been 
their constant and is on track for a third straight season of better than 
1.23 points per game. 

Trade deadline All-Stars 

Erik Karlsson, D, San Jose Sharks 

Dylan Larkin, C, Detroit Red Wings 

Vladimir Tarasenko, RW, St. Louis Blues 

Last month, an NHL general manager told me that there were too many 
teams in the "muddy middle" to get the trade gears turning. Since then, 
the Canucks slid out of that slop, firing their coach and trading their 
captain. The next team to have that realization about their playoff fate are 
the Blues. 

The Blues have three major trade possibilities in pending unrestricted 
free agents Ryan O'Reilly (if healthy), Ivan Barbashev and Tarasenko. 
The 31-year-old winger isn't anywhere near his production levels from 
last season and has been invisible since returning from injury. But he's 
got value as a rental. 

It's much, much more likely that the Sharks move Timo Meier at the 
deadline than Karlsson, who has a full no-movement clause while the 
winger has no trade protection. GM Mike Grier has said teams have 
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"kicked the tires" on Karlsson, saying, "I'm not surprised being that this is 
a right-shot, dynamic defenseman, how often do those guys get on the 
market?" Guess we'll find out if the rubber hits the road at the deadline. 

We're including Larkin here because of his protracted contracts talks with 
the Red Wings, which included his camp rejecting a recent offer from GM 
Steve Yzerman. Odds are still good that the two sides are going to figure 
out a way to keep the 26-year-old center with the Winged Wheel. But 
he's a pending unrestricted free agent and Yzerman is as cold and 
calculating an executive as any we have in the NHL. Larkin does have a 
full no-trade clause, so even if things go sideways, he could remain in 
Detroit until the summer. 

The 'Sir, you are not a Kraken' tier 

Chandler Stephenson, C, Vegas Golden Knights 

Seriously, they couldn't find anyone in Seattle who wanted to replace 
injured Matty Beniers in the NHL All-Star Game? Andre? Jordan? 
Yanni?! We're just going to assume Vince Dunn not being named to the 
All-Star Game roster is a conspiracy by GM Ron Francis to depress his 
restricted free agent value. For the love of Poseidon, give the people 
Brandon Tanev at the All-Star Game! 

(This is not meant to besmirch the good name of Stephenson, the 
leading scorer for the Vegas by virtue of being one of only four Knights 
not to miss any games this season. He's a great story and deserves this 
spotlight.) 

Might play with Connor Bedard tier 

Johnny Gaudreau, LW, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Kevin Hayes, C, Philadelphia Flyers 

Seth Jones, D, Chicago Blackhawks 

Clayton Keller, C, Arizona Coyotes 

Elias Pettersson, C, Vancouver Canucks 

Nick Suzuki, C, Montreal Canadiens 

Troy Terry, RW, Anaheim Ducks 

South Florida is absolutely lovely this time of year. Bring the loved ones, 
hang with some friends, enjoy the fanfare, fun and corporate sponsor 
glad-handing of the NHL All-Star experience. 

Hey, if your team is lucky enough to win the draft lottery, even better 
news: Connor Bedard will be your team's All-Star representative next 
season, so you can take a proper vacation during the break. You deserve 
it! 

Jersey Foul of the week 

From Carolina. The northern one: 

    Dunno if @DownGoesBrown still does Jersey Fouls but this one 
comes courtesy of the official NHL shop. My daughters went in on my 
Christmas present. They were notified it would be late so a bitchin' card 
was made. 

This was such a lovely story from Cindi leading up to this unfortunate 
production error on her Brent Burns sweater. Honestly, so lovely that 
maybe you keep the foul as some kind of "it's the thought that counts" 
parable. Or as a reminder that even with the best intentions, sometimes 
you're just going to get BUNRS'D. 

Video of the week 

Brad Marchand, who once was named the best AND worst trash-talker in 
the NHL by his peers, was asked about chirps during games against the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. For some reason, he landed on Mitch Marner. 
"Mitch is out there talking about video games and his dog and those 
terrible new skates that he's got out. Other than that, there's not a whole 

lot of guys who like to get into it," said the Little Ball of Hate. He also had 
his fun with the Toronto media, too. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Lou Lamoriello 

Islanders fans had taken up chants of "Fire Lou!" at home games as their 
team struggled in the standings. Little did they know the 80-year-old 
president of hockey operations had the Bo Horvat trade cooking to save 
their season! Even if Horvat isn't the savior, give Lou credit: He thought 
big, he jumped the trade deadline queue to acquire a coveted player and 
he's finally giving Mathew Barzal the help he hasn't had since John 
Tavares left the Island. If Lou truly believes this roster can win, he had to 
make this deal. The question remains whether that belief is misguided. 

Loser: Canucks management 

Horvat tugged on the heartstrings a bit during his news conference. "In 
the summertime and even at the beginning of the year, honestly, I 
thought I was going to be a Canuck. And I thought I was going to be a 
Canuck for life," he said. That wasn't going to happen because the 
Canucks failed to move money off their cap last summer. They handed 
out new contracts to Brock Boeser and J.T. Miller instead of getting 
Horvat to sign an extension. Then, he started scoring at a career-best 
goals pace and was priced out of the financial framework the team itself 
created. And now he's an ex-Canuck, much to his chagrin. 

Winner: Fan agency 

The Hershey Bears set a new world record at their Teddy Bear Toss with 
67,309 bears thrown onto the ice. What made this one unique beyond 
the record? Usually, the toss begins when the home team scores their 
first goal of the game. Well, Hershey was shut out by the Bridgeport 
Islanders. So the fans just started throwing the plush bears anyway with 
5.4 seconds left in the third period, which was never completed. 

Loser: Good work being done 

There was another controversial Pride Night jersey decision recently, this 
time by the Rangers. I thought Penguins president Brian Burke had a 
good take about it in The Athletic this week. "As disappointed as I am, it's 
important that people realize these are setbacks of a minor nature, in my 
view, in terms of where we are, versus where we were 12 years ago," he 
said. While it's important not to lose sight of that -- both the Flyers and 
the Rangers honored the LGBTQ+ community on their respective Pride 
Nights in other ways -- it's also important to note that poor 
communication and hasty decisions can overshadow and undermine that 
work. 

Winner: Bedard bump 

When Connor Bedard's junior team played at the Calgary Saddledome 
on Oct. 2, 2022, the game drew 3,279. Then came his World Juniors 
mastery and the hype surrounding his No. 1 overall pick projections for 
this summer's draft. Over 16,700 fans packed the Saddledome on 
Wednesday to watch him lead the Regina Pats against the Calgary 
Hitmen. The Bedard show is playing to massive audiences already. 

Loser: Stanley Cup bump 

According to Mile High Hockey, the Avalanche are raising season-ticket 
prices 42% next season and raising 2023 Stanley Cup Playoff ticket 
prices by 271% (!). What hath the Nathan MacKinnon contract extension 
wrought!? 

Puck headlines 

    Adam Aziz wrote about the history of NHL jerseys and hip hop. "Cats 
had every NHL video game just like we bought NBA Live and Madden for 
whatever console we owned." 

    Looking at Djurgårdens IF, the Swedish prospect factory that's 
produced a slew of draft hits recently. 
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    A list of all the NHL bye weeks. I had a conversation recently with a 
former NHL player who wondered if bye weeks are a good thing or a bad 
thing, in that they knock players off their routines. 

    Enjoyed this look back at Gary Bettman's 30 years as NHL 
commissioner by Helene Elliott. "The league is not about me," Bettman 
said. "I have had the honor of being a part of this game in important 
ways, but other people will define my legacy." 

    In case you missed it, we also covered the Bettman anniversary, with 
30 key moments from his 30 years as commissioner. 

    The New York Times nailed it in its thorough "appraisal" of Bobby Hull: 
"If ever there was an N.H.L. star whose spectacular feats on the ice were 
diminished by his misdeeds away from it, it was Bobby Hull." 

    I loved this story from Minnesota, where a high school player who 
scored a natural hat trick 27 years ago was reunited with the game puck 
and commemorative plaque that he thought was long gone ... but was 
actually in Wisconsin. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'We’re not going to back down': Flames begin playoff push 
with epic effort at MSG 

 

Eric Francis | February 7, 2023, 12:56 AM 
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NEW YORK – The Calgary Flames reconvened from a nine-day break in 
search of a spark - a reason to believe they have what it takes to finally 
come together as a group. 

How perfect then, that as host of some of the world’s most iconic fights, it 
was Madison Square Garden where the lads chose to prove they’re 
ready to battle down the stretch. 

In a wildly entertaining game befitting the world’s greatest arena, the 
Flames showed the type of character that galvanizes teams, steadying 
them for the challenge ahead. 

They fought back from three deficits, bounced up and back from a trio of 
highlight reel hits, responded immediately with mite and left with a point 
and an exclamation mark on their season. 

“I don’t think we’ve had a game like that this year,” said MacKenzie 
Weegar, one of three Flames to drop their mitts in response to big 
Blueshirt blasts that demanded as much. 

“It shows to everybody, and most importantly to us in the dressing room, 
we’re not going to back down from anybody, and we’re going to stand up 
when needed, and we’re just going to keep this momentum going. 

“We showed a lot of good character out there.  

“We showed we love each other, and we care for each other. A lot of 
guys stepping in, and stepping up – that was the positive for tonight.” 

The obvious negative came in the form of their seventh overtime loss in 
ten tries, a 5-4 barn burner. 

However, losing the extra point was one of the only things they regret on 
a night that saw endless grit and positives on display. 

Weegar stepped up in defence of a thunderous Sammy Blais hit on Milan 
Lucic, dropping Will Cuylle in his first fight as a Flame, reminding folks 
he’s a savage lefty. 

Prior to that, Chris Tanev tested his surgically repaired shoulder (and 
recent upper body injury he returned from) by fighting Jacob Trouba after 
the 6-foot-3, 205 pound blueliner decked Dillon Dube for his first of two 
hellacious hits on the night. 

The second Trouba hit violently knocked the helmet off Nazem Kadri, 
prompting 5-foot-11, 183-pound Dube to immediately engage with the big 
lug for his first NHL fight. 

“Tanny stepped up for myself and you really feel a part of it when a guy 
does that for you,” said Dube, whose only fight came in junior seven 
years ago. 

“Then for Looch as well, that was some old school hockey there for that 
first period. 

“It’s just showing up. If he lands one on me, so be it. Just show up and I’ll 
be fine after a fight. 

“Every single guy in this room would do the exact same. Closest guy 
steps up and helps guys out.” 

Sutter deemed the comeback effort “valiant,” agreeing it was a wildly 
entertaining game to be part of. 

The players certainly thought so.   

“I feel like it means we’re all in - we’re all together,” said Weegar of the 
mayhem. 

“We want it. We’re still going to keep pushing here.  

“It’s a big point to start a road trip off a break, coming into a tough 
building.  

“Those are the games you remember at MSG. Lots of physicality, lots of 
fights, goals.” 

“Ultimately the two points are what matters most, but we’ll keep pushing.” 

Indeed, they chased all night, but they never gave up, bouncing back 
from three deficits to eventually surge ahead 4-3 with two third period 
goals in 2:03. 

Mika Zibanejad’s second of the night tied it with seven minutes left and 
Alexis Lafreniere won it in overtime, but not before Jacob Markstrom 
strung together a series of great saves to keep the Flames hopes alive. 

Markstrom preceded the scrambly game-winner with an all-world stop, 
only to punctuate the loss seconds later by breaking his stick across the 
post and heaving it up ice.  

Alas, this one wasn’t on him. 

Egregious giveaways led to several Rangers goals, as both teams made 
plenty of mistakes in their first game back from the all-star break. 

They contributed to making it one of the most intense and entertaining 
tilts the NHL has staged this season.    

The playoff push has officially begun for a Flames club that jumped into 
the west’s final wild card spot with the loser point. 

“We played a good game,” said Mangiapane, who steered the Flames’ 
third goal in with his skate blade, somehow avoiding having it called back 
after a coach’s challenge deemed it a “deflection,” as opposed to a 
kicking motion. 

“A lot of big hits and guys sticking up for each other and that’s a great 
sign. That’s guys coming together and being a team. That’s what you 
love to see. 

“We had a couple guys who don’t usually fight who stuck up for our 
teammates there – it shows the character of those guys.” 

It gives a tiny hint of what’s to come and what might be needed for the 
Flames to start living up to expectations and surging up the standings in 
a tight race. 
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“It had a little bit of everything that game,” said Mikael Backlund, whose 
line with Blake Coleman and Mangiapane led the way with two goals and 
six points. 

“It was a good team effort. We played some good hockey tonight. We 
finished off well in Seattle and we wanted to carry on from that, play well 
tonight and go on a run.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.07.2023 
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Sportsnet.ca / Comeback vs. Devils shows Canucks will continue to play 
hard in second half 

 

Iain MacIntyre | February 7, 2023, 1:43 AM 

6–8 minutes 

 

NEWARK, N.J. — Organizations sometimes tank. Players never do. 

There is just too much for them to play for. And trying to safeguard their 
team’s draft position, so that better players can be obtained — players 
good enough to replace those on the current team — never enters their 
mind. 

Instead, you have guys like Phillip Di Giuseppe, the Vancouver Canucks’ 
29-year-old callup from the minors who is on his fourth National Hockey 
League team. CapFriendly.com lists 63 "transactions" for Di Giuseppe in 
his 10-year professional career, including seven waiver placements and 
another 13 demotions from the NHL. 

In his second game for the Canucks this season, Di Giuseppe buried a 
wrist shot on a third-period two-on-one to tie Vancouver’s game Monday 
against the New Jersey Devils. It was the winger’s first NHL goal in 
nearly two years. 

And there is goalie Collin Delia, still trying at age 28 to prove he belongs 
in the NHL, playing his heart out because you never know when it might 
be your last good chance. 

Then there’s Curtis Lazar, the grinder who has suffered through a pretty 
miserable first season with the Canucks, finally healthy after the All-Star 
break and skating miles while scoring his first goal since Oct. 17 on a 
beautiful setup by bubble defenceman Riley Stillman. 

And, of course, there’s Luke Schenn scoring, too, starting Vancouver 
back from a three-goal deficit, knowing that there is a strong possibility 
the Canucks will dump him for a draft pick before the March 3 trading 
deadline. 

Not tanking is the Canucks, who just added a head coach and traded 
their captain and are hopelessly out of the playoff race, rallying back 
against a frighteningly fast and skilled Devils team that hasn’t lost at 
home to Vancouver since the visitors were coached by John Tortorella in 
2013. 

Monday was a bad night for West Coast tankists, who were heartened 
only by Jesper Bratt’s overtime winner for the Devils on a four-on-three 
power play amid some suspect officiating at the end of the Canucks’ 5-4 
loss. 

But that pushback from a team going nowhere this season was actually a 
pretty encouraging sign for the people who run the Canucks and, 
especially, new coach Rick Tocchet and his aim to instill higher 
standards and build a more noble identity for Vancouver. 

“I thought a lot of guys played hard tonight — a little more of the identity 
that I want them to play,” Tocchet said. “I thought they felt it tonight. 

“Bad things can happen sometimes; things don't go your way. And you're 
looking for fight from guys, and I saw that.” 

The bad things were mostly confined to an odorous 50-second stretch in 
the middle of the second period when the Canucks inexplicably stopped 
skating and playing and allowed three goals to the Devils, who blew open 
what had been an even 1-1 game. 

Vancouver defenceman Tyler Myers handed the puck away in his own 
slot to Ondrej Palat on one of the Devil’s two goals in 32 seconds and, 
before Bratt’s overtime winner, had a couple of chances to clear the 
Canucks’ zone shorthanded. 

On the job four games, Tocchet said decision-making has to get quicker 
and that his staff needs to develop some “wall guys” and “inside guys” 
who can do more of the difficult and thankless gritty work required to win. 

But the good outweighed the bad against the Devils, whose winning goal 
came after a hooking call against the Canucks' Andrei Kuzmenko (his 
third minor penalty this season) followed a surprising non-call when New 
Jersey’s Yegor Sharangovich brought down J.T. Miller with a hook in the 
Vancouver slot. 

Power plays were 4-1 for New Jersey. But the Canucks’ historically-bad 
penalty killing kept the game tied through the third period despite a 
continuous disadvantage of three-and-a-half minutes that included a 36-
second five-on-three for the Devils. 

Vancouver forward Dakota Joshua appeared to get slashed with impunity 
by New Jersey defenceman Doug Hamilton on a breakaway late in 
regulation time. 

“We're trying to win every game,” Miller said, “But being down 4-1 to one 
of the better teams in the league with some high-end talent, it showed a 
lot of balls coming back, I think.” 

Should the Canucks have had a power play before the Devils did in 
overtime? 

“It is what it is,” Miller said. “I'm not surprised by anything. That's part of 
the game.” 

“We know there's a lot of work to do here,” Lazar said after finishing with 
five hits and three shots on net. “For the current game, for next week, 
next season, whatever it is, you've got to put your best foot forward. 
We're trying to build a culture, build that identity, and you've got to show 
up every game. 

“We're starting to identify the right way to play and how to play. And then 
you can see when we don't do it, the puck ends up in the back of our net. 
To have the maturity and character to kind of right the ship again and 
claw back... we fought hard all night. They just happened to make one 
more play than us.” 

Jack Hughes, Canucks defenceman Quinn’s younger brother, had two 
goals, one assist and nine shots for the Devils, whose fans chanted “M-
V-P! M-V-P!” for him several times. Hamilton had three assists but was 
embarrassed by Kuzmenko’s toe drag on the Canuck’s opening goal. 

Schenn, Conor Garland and Oliver Ekman-Larsson each had two points 
for Vancouver. Anthony Beauvillier, one of the players the Canucks 
acquired in last week’s blockbuster trade of captain Bo Horvat to the New 
York Islanders, had two shots, two hits and was minus-two (but with an 
expected goals-for of 60.4 per cent) in his first game with Vancouver. 

Elias Pettersson wore a newly-sewn ‘A’ for the Canucks, who have a 
permanent alternate captain in Miller and are expected to rotate ‘A’s 
between Pettersson, Hughes and Ekman-Larsson. 

Di Giuseppe, meanwhile, is just hoping to get another game after Jack 
Studnicka was scratched Monday due to illness. 

“I think my last (goal) went in off my shinpads, so it was nice to put one in 
with a shot,” Di Giuseppe told Sportsnet. “These opportunities don't come 
that often. It's a special league and there's only about, what, 600 or 700 
guys that get to play in it? Whoever you are, you're always fighting for a 
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spot for next year, for contracts and all that. We get paid to play hockey 
and we're going to play hard.” 

Like it or not. 
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As we continue our series examining the organizational depth, salary cap 
scenario, and future draft capital of Canadian NHL clubs, we now move 
on to the Montreal Canadiens. 

The Canadiens are suffering through some growing pains but the future 
looks bright in Montreal. 

Here’s a look at the Montreal Canadiens: 

ROSTER AND SALARY CAP 

Notes: Nick Suzuki becomes an unrestricted free agent at the end of the 
2029-30 season; Josh Anderson becomes an unrestricted free agent at 
the end of the 2027-28 season. Anderson’s modified no-trade clause is 
an eight-team list through 2024-25, then becomes a five-team list; 
Evgenii Dadonov’s contract has a 10-team no-trade clause. 

Notes: Brendan Gallagher has a six-team no-trade list; Jonathan Drouin 
has a three-team no-trade clause. 

DRAFT GRID 

Note: The Canadiens are flush with draft capital moving forward. The 
2023 NHL Draft will provide the Canadiens with further opportunities to 
add to their deep prospect pool. The Florida Panthers' first-round pick in 
2023 is not lottery protected — meaning if the Panthers finish outside the 
playoffs the Canadiens will be guaranteed two selections in the very top 
half of the draft. At this stage of the season, it appears the Canadiens will 
have three picks in the top 40 of the 2023 draft 

NHL FORWARDS 

Nick Suzuki: The newly minted captain of the Montreal Canadiens is the 
perfect personality to lead this group moving forward. He leads by 
example and chooses his words wisely when required. 

Suzuki has scored 16 goals and 24 assists. He averages just over 21 
minutes of time on ice, per game, and skates in all situations. An outlier, 
statistically, is his plus/minus rating of minus-15 – which is more 
indicative of the ebbs and flows the team has gone through this year and 
not his lack of detail as a player. 

Suzuki is a highly-skilled, albeit cerebral, center. I’d like to see an 
improvement in the face-off circle, where he's currently at a 48.55 per 
cent success rate. He’s signed to a contract that should age nicely, with a 
$7.875 million through the 2029-30 season. 

Cole Caufield: Before his season was shut down due to shoulder 
surgery, Caufield was playing to his identity. He’s a goal scorer and an 
elite shooter. Caufield scored 26 goals and 10 assists before being shut 
down. He was averaging over 18 minutes of time on ice at even strength 
and the power-play. He doesn’t kill penalties. 

There will be times, throughout the season, when his overall detail will 
range. He’s not the kind of player who can be depended on in key 

defensive scenarios but he has the potential to someday become 50 goal 
scorer as the team matures. 

Kirby Dach: Dach is only 21 years old and he has already played over 
200 NHL games. Overall, his game is trending in the right direction. The 
theme of this team is "growing pains" and Dach will continue to go 
through his share of ups and downs. Having said that, he has already 
eclipsed his career high in points and could eclipse 50 points for the first 
time in his career. 

Dach has scored 11 goals and 22 assists. He averages just over 18 
minutes time on ice, with the bulk of his time coming at even strength and 
the power play. Nearly half of his points (five goals and nine assists) 
have come on the power play. His plus/minus rating of minus-6 is a 
significant improvement from his time in Chicago. Dach can play both 
center and the wing, giving the Canadiens some roster flexibility. He will 
be part of the Canadiens core as the team evolves. 

Christian Dvorak: Dvorak is an interesting conversation. On the surface I 
can see how Montreal fans expect more out of his game. But there is 
more than meets the eye when dissecting Dvorak’s play. He averages 
around 17 minutes of time on ice and is used in all situations. He wins 52 
per cent of his face-offs. His pace is sound. On the puck, and away from 
the play, his effort is reliable. His routes, defending in his zone and on the 
penalty kill, could be better timed and executed — there are instances he 
ends up on the wrong angle trying to contain opponents. 

Dvorak has scored seven goals and 13 assists. He only has four penalty 
minutes. His salary of $4.5 million is affordable for one more year before 
he becomes an unrestricted free agent, but he’s only on pace for around 
30 points which is too expensive for what Montreal gets in return. I’m 
sitting on the fence as to whether or not he’s part of the big picture 
beyond next season. If he is, it won’t be at his current salary. 

Josh Anderson: Anderson is a power forward who is on pace for a 20-
goal season. He plays with pace and he’s heavy in the trenches. 
Although he extends plays, Anderson is certainly not a playmaker or 
distributor. He’s signed through 2027-28 and has an eight-team no-trade 
list in his contract. 

Is he too expensive for his role at $5.5 million? It’s definitely debatable. If 
his cap hit started with a four I think people would be more comfortable. 
Anderson averages just over 16 minutes time on ice and is used in all 
situations. He’s second amongst the forward group with 100 hits. His role 
has value. Not having him in the lineup would put more physical stress 
on other players. 

Evgenii Dadonov: Dadonov is on an expiring contract with a cap hit of $5 
million. He averages just over 14 minutes per game but his overall impact 
has been minimal with just four goals and nine assists. If a team calls on 
Dadonov the Canadiens will have to retain some salary moving him out. 
It would be like Montreal is purchasing a draft pick by retaining salary. 
Dadonov has the right to veto a trade to a team he doesn’t want to go to. 
He can submit his own 10-team no-trade list. 

Mike Hoffman: Hoffman’s offensive numbers have been on the decline 
for several seasons in a row. He scored 17 goals and 19 assists for the 
St. Louis Blues before arriving in Montreal in 2021-22. The most 
impressive statistic, from his time with the Blues, was his plus/minus 
rating when he was a plus-2. He hasn’t scored enough in Montreal. He’s 
nine goals and nine assists this season have him on pace for around 15 
goals. His defensive awareness and off-the-puck effort is frustrating to 
watch at times. He’s signed through next season. His cap hit is $4.5 
million but his actual cash is $5 million for 2023-24. If a contending team 
is looking for a shooter to add to their lineup, and the numbers add up in 
the Canadiens favour, I would definitely move Hoffman in a deal. 

Michael Pezzetta: Pezzetta is a depth forward who plays with energy and 
brings a physical element. He’s quick to space and can be a distraction. 
Opponents definitely have to be aware of him when he’s on the ice and 
tracking the play. He’s finishing his checks at all costs. He leads the 
Montreal forwards with 112 hits, despite only playing 32 games. 
Considering Pezzetta only averages 8:42 minutes per game it’s an even 
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more impressive statistic. He’s also chipped in offensively with three 
goals and three assists. I appreciate how Pezzetta plays the game. He 
knows his role. 

Rem Pitlick: Pitlick is a bottom-six forward at even strength but he can 
slide into the second power-play unit. If required, he can occasionally be 
used in a top-six role (due to an injury for example). Pitlick is a player 
who can be moved up and down from the AHL, when the team is healthy. 
He’s valuable to the organization but doesn’t project as a long-term fit as 
this group matures. The fact his salary pays him $1.1 million in the NHL 
and AHL prices him out of the market for most teams. Pitlick has scored 
three goals and two assists in 21 games this year. He averages 12 
minutes per game. His ice time comes at even strength and the second 
power-play unit. 

Rafael Harvey-Pinard: Harvey-Pinard has impressed me with his effort 
and attempt to play with reliable detail in all three zones. He’s only played 
seven games but he’s contributed five goals and one assist. He’s not big 
at five-foot-nine and 170 pounds, but he’s quick to space, competes to 
win pucks and goes to the net area looking for tips and rebounds. 
Harvey-Pinard deserves a longer look this season. He’s earned the 
opportunity. 

SICK BAY — INJURED RESERVE 

Jake Evans: A two-way forward who plays a bottom-six role. Averages 
14 minutes of time on ice per game at even strength and the penalty kill. 
Wins just shy of 52 per cent of his face-offs. Has struggled to remain 
healthy for an entire season. Signed through 2024-25 with a cap hit of 
$1.7 million. Doesn’t play with enough presence in my opinion. 

Jonathan Drouin: He’s an unrestricted free agent after this season. I’m 
not privy to what is happening with Drouin behind the scenes, off the ice. 
Obviously, his career, to date hasn’t been a smooth ride. Sometimes it’s 
more about the person than the game. I’m not sure where things go for 
Drouin from here. 

Joel Armia: I thought he had turned the corner a few years ago, and 
could be tracking to (finally) play to a consistent identity. The story of his 
career, dating back to when he was a prospect, is that he can’t seem to 
string together seasons that look the same. He’s six-foot-four and 218 
pounds but only has 28 hits on the season! His three goals and four 
assists don’t make up for his lack of consistent pushback and presence. 

Brendan Gallagher: I appreciate what Gallagher has contributed to the 
organization. He’s a heart and soul player who leads by example. 
Gallagher has also been part of the Canadiens leadership group for 
years. This contract is not aging well though. His cap hit is $6 million 
through 2026-27 but he is due to make $17 million in actual cash the next 
two seasons. That’s a ton of dough for a player who has only scored 25 
goals and 31 assists in his last 116 games played and is struggling to 
stay healthy at this stage of his career. Gallagher’s contract includes a 
six-team no-trade list. 

Juraj Slafkovsky: It’s going to take time. I witnessed Slafkovsky taking 
pucks to the middle of the ice and not being aware of opponents below 
the goal line early this season at the Buffalo Sabres rookie tournament. 
Fast forward to the regular season and Slafkovsky was caught with his 
head down, at the NHL level, several times. The power forward scored 
four goals and six assists and averaged just over 12 minutes of ice time 
before going down with a lower-body injury. 

Sean Monahan: If Monahan returns to the Canadiens lineup healthy, and 
contributes close to what he had before being injured in December — 
when he had six goals and 11 assists in 25 games — he could be 
coveted by a contending team looking to add veteran depth at the center 
ice position. Monahan averages 55 per cent in the face-off dot and 
coaches want their teams to start with the puck in all three zones. 
Monahan is the kind of player who can be used in a variety of roles. He 
has averaged 17 minutes per game and has been deployed in all 
situations during his time in Montreal. 

Paul Byron: Nothing new to report on Byron. He hasn’t played this year 
and his contract is due to expire at the end of the season. He remains on 
LTIR. 

NHL DEFENCEMAN 

Mike Matheson: His return home hasn’t been a smooth ride. Matheson 
has been dealing with injuries most of the season and only skated in 17 
games as of the All-Star break. When he is in the lineup he eats up 
minutes – averaging over 23 minutes per game. Matheson is used in all 
situations and has contributed one goal and seven assists. He’s an elite 
skater who can lead or join the rush. At times less would be more from 
Matheson. He competes and wants to make a difference but also turns 
pucks over in the wrong areas of the ice occasionally. Matheson is 
signed through 2026-27 with a cap hit of $4.875 million. He has an eight-
team no-trade clause in his contract. 

David Savard: Savard is a veteran defender who is logging over 22 hard 
minutes every night. He matches up against top opponents at even 
strength and on the penalty kill. He’s sixth in the league with 114 blocked 
shots. There’s nothing flashy about his game. He’s an average skater but 
he manages the game well and gets in the lanes with his size at six-foot-
two and 229 pounds. Savard is signed through 2024-25 and his contract 
is affordable at $3.5 million per season. Teams will ask about his 
availability. Savard doesn’t have trade protection in his contract. 

Joel Edmundson: Edmundson is only 29 years old. He’s a veteran 
presence on the back end for the Habs. He is used at even strength and 
the penalty kill. Like Savard, there are no easy minutes for Edmundson. 
He’s second on the Canadiens and 10th league-wide with 110 shot 
blocks. Edmundson is an average skater who relies on sound positioning 
and his length at six-foot-four and 215 pounds in the defensive zone. 

Some critics will critique his plus/minus and say Edmundson's a poor 
defender but it would be short-sighted to do so. He would be a nice 
addition to a contending team as a player who could match up against 
middle-six opponents and take some of the heavy lifting off of the top 
four. His name has been circulating in trade rumours. Edmundson has 
one more year left on his current contract with a $3.5 million average 
annual value. His deal includes a 10-team no-trade clause. 

Arber Xhekaj: Has anyone been more fun to watch this year in Montreal 
than Xhekaj? The undrafted defender has willed his way to the NHL. He’s 
averaging 15 minutes per game and his ice time comes, primarily, at 
even strength and the second power-play unit. Xhekaj has chipped in five 
goals and eight assists. It goes without saying he has asserted himself 
physically. Xhekaj leads Montreal with 154 hits. He’s let it be known he 
will stand up for his teammates. Xhekaj also has 10 fights this season. 
He’s on his entry-level deal. There are nights he gets caught not moving 
his feet quick enough below the hash marks in his zone, but overall, his 
defending has been pretty solid for a rookie NHL defender. The fact he 
makes a good first pass and can manage the play on the second power-
play unit is also a bonus. 

Johnathan Kovacevic: Montreal is getting all they can out of Kovacevic. 
He was claimed on waivers from Winnipeg on Oct. 8. He’s relatively 
young at 25, a right-shot, and he’s rangy at six-foot-four, 208 pounds. 
There’s not a ton of flash to his game. He keeps things simple with the 
puck. On straight lines his skating is average-plus for the NHL. Where he 
does get into some trouble is with his small area agility/tight turns/ jump 
to space. Kovacevic is averaging just over 14 minutes per game. He is 
used at even strength and on one of the penalty-killing units. He’s signed 
through 2024-25 and his cap hit is a modest $767,000. 

Jordan Harris: Harris is maturing before our eyes. Coming out of college, 
he is a 22-year-old NHL rookie. He’s not huge in stature at five-foot-11 
and 180 pounds but he’s not shy about getting in lanes to block shots 
and he also has some bump to his game physically. Harris is a character 
kid who has the potential to be a future leader. There will be some 
stumbling blocks along the way. Montreal’s patience will be rewarded 
with Harris as he continues to mature. Harris averages 18 minutes of 
time on ice per game and is deployed at even strength and the penalty 
kill. He’s a mobile, two-way NHL defenceman. His contract will be 
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interesting to monitor. Harris is a pending Group 2 RFA this summer. His 
current deal pays him a base of $842,000 but escalates with bonuses to 
$1.137 million. 

Justin Barron: It’s a small sample size of just 14 games in a Canadiens 
uniform and it’s going to take some time to mature into an NHL defender 
but Barron has had a nice season at the AHL level with Laval with seven 
goals and nine assists in 25 games. With the Canadiens he has 
occasionally shown what he is capable of with the puck. Barron projects 
to be a two-way/somewhat transitional “D” who can manage the puck on 
one of the power play units. His detail and defence should continue to 
evolve. Barron is part of an exciting core of young defenceman in the 
Montreal pipeline. He’s on his entry-level contract. It expires at the end of 
next season, leading to Barron becoming an RFA in the summer of 2024. 

Chris Wideman: Wideman is a useful veteran who is a bit of a "swiss 
army knife" for Montreal. He was recently taking shifts at forward as the 
Canadiens navigate some injury issues with their forward group. I look at 
Wideman as a cheap "safety blanket" for Montreal. He can skate at the 
NHL level, competes, and can contribute on one of the power play units 
as a distributor. With his salary of $763,000, Montreal can afford to move 
him in and out of the lineup when required. 

SICK BAY — INJURED RESERVE 

Kaiden Guhle: Before going down with injury Guhle was displaying to 
Montreal fans, his coaches and Canadiens management what to expect 
in the future. He was averaging almost 22 minutes per game. Guhle is 
one of my favourite young NHL defencemen. I’m not sugarcoating my 
bias. He can do it all. Guhle is a fantastic skater, competes, plays 
physical, provides secondary offence, and can be used in all situations. 
Montreal has some outstanding young prospects. I put Guhle at the top 
of that list right now. 

NHL GOALIES 

Sam Montembeault: I’m not embarrassed to say I have a bias when it 
comes to Montembeault as well. When I was in Florida, we selected him 
in the third round of the 2015 NHL Draft. Goalies generally take time to 
develop and Montembeault is no exception. He is looking more and more 
confident in recent weeks. Montreal claimed him off waivers on Oct. 2, 
2021. He is now, at worst, a solid No. 2 NHL goalie and potentially a No. 
1B. 

The six-foot-three, 214-pound goaltender plays a butterfly/athletic style. 
He moves very well laterally. One of my concerns has always been his 
ability to "start on time" and I’m continuing to monitor his preparation. 
Teams don’t want to chase the game early. He needs to make sure he is 
ready to make the first save every night. Montembault is signed through 
next season and his cap hit is $1 million. 

Jake Allen: There are nights that Allen has been fantastic for Montreal 
this season. There have also been nights that he struggled. I know it 
sounds simple, but I can’t describe it any other way. His stats only tell 
some of the story with a 3.85 goals-against average and .891 save 
percentage. The team in front of Allen is young and they give up more 
grade “A” chances than a lot of teams in the league. 

Allen is a veteran goalie who can assist with bringing along 
Montembeault. He’s better suited for low-end No. 1B duty (35 games) 
than No. 1 duty (52 games). Allen is signed through 2024-25 and his 
contract carries a cap hit of $3.85 million. If someone called on him I 
would certainly listen, but Montreal would then need to add a veteran 
goalie in the off-season. Sometimes it’s better to stay the course with 
what you have. 

SICK BAY — INJURED RESERVE 

Carey Price: I don’t have any inside information on Price. He was one of 
the NHL’s top goalies for several seasons. He’s attempted to rehab his 
knee injury and things just haven’t gone his way. Price is securely on 
LTIR. 

PROSPECT UPDATE 

Owen Beck: The last couple of months have been a whirlwind for Beck. 
He was the last cut out of Team Canada’s World Junior Team training 
camp but was recalled after Colton Dach went down with an injury. Beck 
was traded from Mississauga to Peterborough at the OHL trade deadline. 
He also skated in his first NHL game against Ottawa as an emergency 
recall for Montreal on Jan. 28. 

Montreal has an excellent prospect in Beck. He’s not an elite scorer with 
19 goals and 29 assists in 41 OHL games but he plays with three-zone 
detail and is outstanding in the face-off circle. He continues to project as 
a solid No. 3 centreman — with spot duty as a No. 2 — at the NHL level. 

Jayden Struble: Struble is entering the stretch drive of his senior season 
at Northeastern University. Montreal will be on the clock to get him 
signed. Not much has changed with Struble. He continues to log the 
majority of his minutes at even strength and the penalty kill for the 
Huskies. He averages around 19 minutes per game. Struble has a 
chance to be a two-way defenceman while potentially leaning toward a 
shutdown role in the NHL. He competes and brings a physical edge. I’m 
not expecting much in the way of offence when he arrives at the pro 
level. Recently he went through a significant dry spell of one assist in 12 
games but snapped out of his slump by contributing six assists in his last 
five games. 

TRADE DEADLINE APPROACH 

I have been suggesting "hypothetical" trade scenarios, in my Canadian 
team breakdowns over the past several weeks. 

Montreal is a seller. There is no doubt they are in the midst of a rebuild. 
The cycle of prospects they have on the horizon is very deep. They will, 
eventually, not have enough room for all of their home-grown talent on 
their NHL roster. But internal competition is a great equalizer that 
provides opportunities for their best prospects to battle for jobs. I also 
believe it’s in their best interest to continue to add draft capital and select 
more assets for the organization. Good assets eventually land on your 
own roster, or they are used in trades with teams to acquire veteran 
players. 

With that in mind, here are a few hypothetical trade scenarios: 

MONTREAL TRADES: Joel Edmundson 

EDMONTON TRADES: Jesse Puljujarvi (expiring contract), lottery-
protected 2023 first-round pick or unprotected 2024 first-round pick 
(Montreal's choice no later than one week before 2023 draft). 

MONTREAL TRADES: Mike Hoffman (retain 50 per cent of salary) 

CALGARY TRADES: Second-round pick (2024) and sixth-round pick 
(2025) 

MONTREAL TRADES: David Savard (retain 25 per cent of salary) 

TAMPA BAY TRADES: Vladislav Namestnikov (expiring contract) and 
second-round pick (2024). 

Note: On the surface, it looks expensive for Montreal when retaining 
salary. The reality is the Canadiens have cap space now and a young 
crop of players joining their roster on entry-level deals in the near future. 
The Canadiens would essentially be purchasing the second-round and 
sixth-round picks with the salaries being retained, allowing them to 
further add to their prospect pool with the extra draft selections. 
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EDMONTON — At this point a season ago, Jay Woodcroft was playing 
the piano as fast as he could. He had taken over a team that was swirling 
in the drain, with Dave Tippett handed a ticket out of town.  

There were 38 games left in the 2021-22 season when Woodcroft 
dropped into his first National Hockey League head coaching job, and 
when Game 82 had been played there was only one other NHL club 
(Florida) with a better winning percentage than Edmonton’s .724 over 
that 38-game span.  

Today, as the Edmonton Oilers return from the All-Star break to their final 
32 games of the season, they are a coach and a roster that have danced 
this dance before.  

A year ago, they rescued a season that was in peril.  

This time around, the Edmonton Oilers are that well-positioned horse, 
picking up speed and heading into the final turn. They’re in a good 
position, but only if Woodcroft’s ride gallops to the wire with grace and 
expedience.  

“The people who were here last year during the stretch run and the 
playoff run,” began Woodcroft, “have the benefit of that experience of 
what it takes to win at crunch time. (What) the margin of error is in the 
third round of the playoffs.  

“This year's group has come through some adversity so far in the year, in 
the form of some major injuries. And I think it's OK that it's not a smooth 
sail. That's where a team comes together and forges its own character.”  

Look, there is only one Boston Bruins in the NHL this season, with wire-
to-wire dominance and that air of a “Guaranteed Lose Night” for every 
opponent as the Bruins maraud from town to town. Everyone else is just 
that: everyone else.  

Out West that means that an Oilers season spent in the wildcard position 
could absolutely end up in a Pacific Division championship— their first 
flag since 1987 — with Edmonton trailing Seattle by just three points as 
play resumes. Of course, with Colorado and Calgary chugging along just 
three points behind Edmonton, it could go the other way too. 

“We know we're in striking range (of first place), but we're also in striking 
range backwards,” said Leon Draisaitl. “It's tight, with lots of teams still in 
the mix. So we’ve got to buckle up and bring our best game most nights.”  

As the Oilers land in Motown for their first of two meetings with the 24th 
place Red Wings in nine days, Edmonton is on a 7-0-1 tear with a run of 
also-rans still left on their menu. This road trip goes Detroit, Philadelphia, 
Ottawa then Montreal, and then it’s home to Edmonton for a date with the 
Red Wings before their opponents begin to put on some weight.  

When it comes to strength of schedule, Edmonton has the fifth easiest 
schedule left in the league, according to powerrankingsguru.com.  

The bad news? Of the seven NHL teams with the easiest schedules left 
to play, four of them are Pacific Division contenders, with Seattle at the 
top of the list.  

But a hockey season is a sequential thing, and for an Oilers team 
charged with improving on their three-round run last season, that starts 
with coming out of this All-Star break with the same steam they brought 
into it.  

How do they fire right up to that 7-0-1 pace?  

“I don't think there's any tricks or magic pills or anything like that it comes 
down to hard work and execution,” Woodcroft said. “I also think that we 
came out of the (Christmas) break pretty well, and that mindset comes 
from our captain, who laid it out there that this is an area that he wanted 
to see improvement in: The way this team plays coming out of breaks.  

“I take that as a challenge, and a good challenge.” 

The captain is ready to win, and as he looks at the Western Conference 
— with an addition at the trade deadline yet to arrive — McDavid sees a 
Western Conference that can be had. Not with ease, or even that the 
Oilers should be favoured. But today, there isn’t an opponent out West 
that represents “eight wasted days,” as Darryl Sutter said about meeting 
the 2021-22 Avalanche in a playoff series.  

So, it starts now, with the set-up for the stretch run. Take a look at the 
Pacific.  

It’s wide open with 32 games to play. Is that the goal here?  

“We don't talk about that stuff,” McDavid said. “You want to put yourself 
in the best spot heading into the playoffs, and that's obviously higher up 
in the standings for home ice and all that.  

“But at the end of the day we want to continue to grow our game. We 
know that if we do that, good things will happen.”  

How good?  

It’s time to find out. 
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