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NHL Stadium Series outdoor hockey game to score Raleigh millions in visitor spending 

By Anna Johnson 

The 2023 NHL Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley 
Stadium is more than a unique opportunity for Carolina 
Hurricanes fans. 

The Feb. 18 outdoor hockey game has the potential to create 
millions in economic impact for Raleigh, as well as focus an 
international lens on the city. 

“I’ve been doing this job a long time, working with a lot of big 
events in Raleigh,” said Scott Dupree, executive director of 
the Greater Raleigh Sports Alliance. “I have never seen an 
event generate this much anticipation and excitement and 
conversation this far out. Since last summer, the build-up for 
this game has been non-stop and it’s just been building and 
building and now we’re on the doorstep.” 

The Stadium Series game against the Washington Capitals 
is expected to generate nearly $12.4 million in economic 
impact based on the Greater Raleigh Convention and 
Visitors Bureau analysis of preliminary ticket sales. 

Of the tickets sold, nearly 28,000 were bought by people in 
Wake County ZIP codes. The economic impact analysis 
doesn’t include spending by Wake County residents and, 
instead, tracks new money in the local economy. 

The rest of the tickets have been bought by people who will 
be traveling from outside Wake County to the area for the 
game, and that is how the visitors bureau is determining the 
potential economic impact. 

Hootie & the Blowfish concert 

The preliminary report only focuses on the Stadium Series 
game and not the pre- and post-game events. The visitors 
bureau will also look at the economic impact of the Hall of 
Fame game on Thursday, the Hootie & the Blowfish concert 
at PNC Arena, the N.C. State vs North Carolina basketball 
game and the Carolina Hurricanes Fan Fest. 

The economic impact of the ticket events will be calculated in 
a similar way as the Stadium Series game is, but the free, 
non-ticketed Fan Fest will require on-the-ground analysis. 

“It’s a little bit tricky because it’s a free event,” said Loren 
Gold, executive vice president of the visitors bureau.. “But it 
will be very, very similar to how we’ve calculated the 
Bluegrass festival.” 

The visitors bureau will use volunteers to interview people 
attending the fan festival to find out if they are local or 
traveling from outside the Triangle. 

Philip Isley, a former Raleigh City Council member, is chair 
of the Centennial Authority. That authority was created by 
the state government for the ownership and management of 
PNC Arena, the Canes’ regular home venue. 

“I’m hopeful we’ll have another Stadium Series in my lifetime 
as a chairman, or at least a member of the centennial 
authority,” he said. “I think this is going to overperform 
compared to what people think, with respect to who shows 
up and how well it’s received. 

“And it’ll be cool,” he continued. “Because I do think that no 
one believed that we would sell as many tickets as we did 
initially. And people have sort of underestimated us. And so I 
always love being underestimated and then outperforming 
what people think. And I think we’re sort of in that realm right 
now.” 

Stanley Cup finals 

The Stadium Series game isn’t the only significant NHL 
event the city has hosted since the Canes moved here in 
1997. 

Raleigh hosted the Stanley Cup Finals in 2002 and in 2006, 
the year the Canes won the championship title. The city also 
hosted the 2004 NHL Entry Draft and, most recently, the 
2011 NHL All-Star Weekend. 

There was skepticism by hockey observers and national 
media about the league’s decision to bring the All-Star 
Weekend to “Mayberry.” 

“That was the weekend, in my opinion, that changed lots of 
perceptions nationally, and in Canada, that Raleigh, not only 
can host this event, but can really blow the doors off and 
host it well,” Dupree said. 

The visitors bureau reported the 2011 NHL All-Star Weekend 
generated $11.4 million in direct visitor spending in Raleigh 
and Wake County and $49 million in “media value” for the 
area. 

“In the last five years, the Canes have sort of blown up in 
terms of winning and attendance,” Dupree said. “And the 
tickets have never been hotter. The interest has never been 
higher. The enthusiasm has never been higher. The NHL 
world sees that. And now with the outdoor game coming, it’s 
sort of like the cherry on top of this wave of momentum that 
the Canes have built over the last five years.” 

The economic impact of the game will be huge, said Raleigh 
Mayor Mary-Ann Baldwin, but it also puts the city on the 
international stage. 

“People throughout the world will be watching and journalists 
from around the world will be covering it,” she said. “Having 
worked for the Canes in 2000-2002 when we went to the 
Stanley Cup finals, I know first hand what type of coverage 
this produces and the positive impacts. Our region will be 
showcased and stories about our celebration will be 
highlighted.”
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Fitzgerald, MacEachern return to lineup to make impact for Wolves 
Small improvements and roster additions are helping the 
Wolves out.  

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 16-22-3-1, 36 points  

Goals/Game: 2.83 

Goals Against/Game: 3.71 

Shots/Game: 26.64 

Shots Against/Game: 30.98 

Power Play % (Rank): 16.3% (29th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 83.8% (5th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Malte Stromwall, Jamieson Rees 
(27) 

Most Goals: Vasily Ponomarev, Brendan Perlini (10) 

Most Assists: Stromwall (19) 

Next Game: Friday, February 10 vs. Iowa 

(stats as of February 7, 2023) 

While it likely comes as too little too late for the Chicago 
Wolves — the predictive model compiled by AHL analyst 
Sean O’Brien gives the Carolina Hurricanes’ AHL affiliate just 
a 7.3% of making the playoffs — some big additions to the 
lineup have been helping to stabilize an ever-changing roster 
recently.  

Defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald made his season debut on 
January 18 after rehabbing an injury. After taking a few 
games to get back up to speed, Fitzgerald has been making 
an impact on the scoresheet. Fitzgerald has only been on the 
ice for three even strength goals against out of the 15 scored 
against the Wolves in the seven games he’s been back for. 
He also has a four game point streak currently, with one goal 
and three assists in that span.  

Forward Mackenzie MacEachern has also made his return to 
the lineup after being out since November 4 with an 
unspecified injury. In his two games back MacEachern has 
yet to find the back of the net but he did have three shots in 
the Wolves’ win against Cleveland. MacEachern plays an 
energetic, physical game, something that’s been missed in 
the Wolves lineup. He’ll also provide valuable net-front 
presence for the team, and hopefully help them capitalize on 
some second-chance opportunities that they were not getting 
to previously.  

One other player to highlight recently is Jamieson Rees. He’s 
hit a new career high in points with 27 through 35 games. 

(His previous high was last season, with 24 points in 61 
games.) Rees has seven points over his last 10 games, 
including the game-tying goal against Cleveland on 
Saturday, and an assist on the eventual game-winner. Rees 
has been one of the top scorers for the Wolves this season 
and has been impressive as he learns to better direct his 
energy and enthusiasm on the ice. 

Looking at the bigger picture, while the Wolves aren’t always 
seeing results in the win column, they are having an 
improved performance on ice. In their last 10 games, they 
have outshot their opponents seven times. Prior to these 10 
games, they had only outshot opponents six times total. The 
Wolves have won four of their last 10 games and in each of 
those wins, they’ve outshot their opponent. They continue to 
take among the fewest shots in the league, although there 
are several other teams allowing more shots per game. If the 
Wolves continue to increase their possession time, resulting 
in more shots on net, they should start experiencing some 
more success, as their team even strength shooting 
percentage is at 9.2%, among the top in the league.  

The penalty kill has also been excellent lately. They’ve 
allowed just three goals on 32 chances, which stands as a 
90.6% success rate. The Wolves net penalty kill — 
calculated by removing powerplay goals scored for every 
short handed goal scored — is seventh in the league, placing 
them among some of the top teams like the Calgary 
Wranglers (first) and Texas Stars (third).  

The Wolves are spending most of this month playing other 
teams who are struggling. They’ve got two more games 
against Cleveland, and while their trip to Tucson recently 
went poorly, the Roadrunners overall are not a strong team. 
They also meet Grand Rapids and Iowa, who the Wolves 
have traditionally had success against.  

Game 37: Chicago Wolves 1, Tucson Roadrunners 5 

Scoring: Jamieson Rees, 1 G; Anttoni Honka, 1 A; Noel 
Gunler, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 34 of 39, 0.872 sv%  

Game 38: Chicago Wolves 1, Tucson Roadrunners 4 

Scoring: Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 G; Jamieson Rees, 1 A; Tuukka 
Tieksola, 1 A 

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 36 of 39, 0.923 sv%  

Game 39: Chicago Wolves 3, Rockford IceHogs 2 (OT) 

Scoring: Max Lajoie, 1 G, 1 A; Logan Lambdin, 1 G; Ronan 
Seeley, 1 G; Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 A; Jamieson Rees, 1 A; 
Ryan Suzuki, 1 A; Vasily Ponomarev, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 17 of 19, 0.895 sv%  
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Game 40: Chicago Wolves 3, Grand Rapids Griffins 5 

Scoring: Ronan Seeley, 2 G; Ryan Suzuki, 1 G, 1 A; Max 
Lajoie, 1 A; Alexander Pashin, 1 A; Noel Gunler, 1 A’; Vasily 
Ponomarev, 1 A 

In net: Zach Sawchenko, saved 18 of 23, 0.783 sv%  

Game 41: Chicago Wolves 1, Cleveland Monsters 2 

Scoring: Tuukka Tieksola, 1 G; Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 A; Alex 
Green, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 27 of 29, 0.931 sv%  

Game 42: Chicago Wolves 3, Cleveland Monsters 2 

Scoring: Jamieson Rees, 1 G, 1 A; Malte Stromwall, 1 G; 
Max Lajoie, 1 G; Jack Drury, 1 A; Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 A; 
Griffin Mendel, 1 A;  

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 24 of 26, 0.923 sv%  

  

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/counties/wake-county/article271874857.html 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/7/23589558/cavan-fitzgerald-mackenzie-maceachern-return-to-lineup-to-make-impact-for-chicago-wolves-ahl 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/are-the-hurricanes-a-better-stanley-cup-contender-than-the-bruins 
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NHL Stadium Series outdoor hockey game to score Raleigh millions in 
visitor spending 

 

Anna Johnson 

 

The 2023 NHL Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley Stadium is more 
than a unique opportunity for Carolina Hurricanes fans. 

The Feb. 18 outdoor hockey game has the potential to create millions in 
economic impact for Raleigh, as well as focus an international lens on 
the city. 

“I’ve been doing this job a long time, working with a lot of big events in 
Raleigh,” said Scott Dupree, executive director of the Greater Raleigh 
Sports Alliance. “I have never seen an event generate this much 
anticipation and excitement and conversation this far out. Since last 
summer, the build-up for this game has been non-stop and it’s just been 
building and building and now we’re on the doorstep.” 

The Stadium Series game against the Washington Capitals is expected 
to generate nearly $12.4 million in economic impact based on the 
Greater Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau analysis of preliminary 
ticket sales. 

Of the tickets sold, nearly 28,000 were bought by people in Wake County 
ZIP codes. The economic impact analysis doesn’t include spending by 
Wake County residents and, instead, tracks new money in the local 
economy. 

The rest of the tickets have been bought by people who will be traveling 
from outside Wake County to the area for the game, and that is how the 
visitors bureau is determining the potential economic impact. 

Hootie & the Blowfish concert 

The preliminary report only focuses on the Stadium Series game and not 
the pre- and post-game events. The visitors bureau will also look at the 
economic impact of the Hall of Fame game on Thursday, the Hootie & 
the Blowfish concert at PNC Arena, the N.C. State vs North Carolina 
basketball game and the Carolina Hurricanes Fan Fest. 

The economic impact of the ticket events will be calculated in a similar 
way as the Stadium Series game is, but the free, non-ticketed Fan Fest 
will require on-the-ground analysis. 

“It’s a little bit tricky because it’s a free event,” said Loren Gold, executive 
vice president of the visitors bureau.. “But it will be very, very similar to 
how we’ve calculated the Bluegrass festival.” 

The visitors bureau will use volunteers to interview people attending the 
fan festival to find out if they are local or traveling from outside the 
Triangle. 

Philip Isley, a former Raleigh City Council member, is chair of the 
Centennial Authority. That authority was created by the state government 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 8, 2023 

 

for the ownership and management of PNC Arena, the Canes’ regular 
home venue. 

“I’m hopeful we’ll have another Stadium Series in my lifetime as a 
chairman, or at least a member of the centennial authority,” he said. “I 
think this is going to overperform compared to what people think, with 
respect to who shows up and how well it’s received. 

“And it’ll be cool,” he continued. “Because I do think that no one believed 
that we would sell as many tickets as we did initially. And people have 
sort of underestimated us. And so I always love being underestimated 
and then outperforming what people think. And I think we’re sort of in that 
realm right now.” 

Stanley Cup finals 

The Stadium Series game isn’t the only significant NHL event the city has 
hosted since the Canes moved here in 1997. 

Raleigh hosted the Stanley Cup Finals in 2002 and in 2006, the year the 
Canes won the championship title. The city also hosted the 2004 NHL 
Entry Draft and, most recently, the 2011 NHL All-Star Weekend. 

There was skepticism by hockey observers and national media about the 
league’s decision to bring the All-Star Weekend to “Mayberry.” 

“That was the weekend, in my opinion, that changed lots of perceptions 
nationally, and in Canada, that Raleigh, not only can host this event, but 
can really blow the doors off and host it well,” Dupree said. 

The visitors bureau reported the 2011 NHL All-Star Weekend generated 
$11.4 million in direct visitor spending in Raleigh and Wake County and 
$49 million in “media value” for the area. 

“In the last five years, the Canes have sort of blown up in terms of 
winning and attendance,” Dupree said. “And the tickets have never been 
hotter. The interest has never been higher. The enthusiasm has never 
been higher. The NHL world sees that. And now with the outdoor game 
coming, it’s sort of like the cherry on top of this wave of momentum that 
the Canes have built over the last five years.” 

The economic impact of the game will be huge, said Raleigh Mayor 
Mary-Ann Baldwin, but it also puts the city on the international stage. 

“People throughout the world will be watching and journalists from 
around the world will be covering it,” she said. “Having worked for the 
Canes in 2000-2002 when we went to the Stanley Cup finals, I know first 
hand what type of coverage this produces and the positive impacts. Our 
region will be showcased and stories about our celebration will be 
highlighted.” 

News Observer LOADED: 02.08.2023 
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Rangers not expecting to become bullies after Monday's hit parade 

 

Andrew Crane 

4-5 minutes 2/7/2023 

 

Mika Zibanejad knows the Rangers have a line to toe. They proved 
Monday night — to the tune of several helmet-launching, fight-sparking 
hits from Jacob Trouba — that there’s a physical trait, perhaps hidden at 
times, to their game. That, if the right scenario emerges, they can be the 
initiator instead of the retaliator. 

But the Rangers don’t necessarily want that to become their focus. It’s 
not the way the modern-day NHL works, head coach Gerard Gallant 
said, and the physical outburst in the Blueshirts’ win against the Flames 
was more of an anomaly than a possible norm. Those three fights, and 

the minor, unpenalized scuffles around them, happen “once in a while” 
and “in spurts like that,” and Gallant doesn’t see that degree of 
physicality repeating Wednesday against the Canucks. 

“The balance is everything,” Zibanejad told The Post following practice 
Tuesday. “You don’t want to veer to the wrong side of things, when you 
only focus on that, because there’s enough skilled guys, there’s enough 
good teams that will make you pay when those things don’t work out.” 

Jacob Trouba 

Jacob Trouba levels the Flames’ Dillon Dube in Monday’s overtime win. 

Getty Images 

After Monday’s game, the Rangers sat in a tie for 11th in the NHL with 15 
fights this year, according to Hockey Fights. The Flyers lead with 25. 
Three teams are tied for the fewest with three. The Rangers had 18 all of 
last regular season — and 22, 21 and 25 the three before that, 
respectively. But in 2022-23, their fights have been clustered; it’s not a 
one-here, one-there arrangement. Twelve of those 15 fights occurred 
within a five-game sample. 

For Trouba, Monday was the second time this season the captain fought 
twice in the same game. The other occurred Dec. 3 against the 
Blackhawks, and his second scuffle that night ended with Trouba skating 
toward the tunnel and whipping his helmet off the boards — trying to fire 
up the crowd, and his teammates, at the end of the second period in an 
eventual 5-3 loss. 

What followed, though, were 11 wins across the Rangers’ next 14 
games. 

“He’s a guy that I don’t want to cross the middle of the ice when he’s on 
the ice,” Zibanejad said. 

Trouba doesn’t look to make hits like the ones he handed out against 
Calgary. But if those opportunities present themselves — like Dillon Dube 
carrying the puck across his own blueline, or Nazem Kadri trying to cut 
toward the Rangers’ net with his head down — then he’ll make sure to 
finish the check, with caveats that they’re clean and don’t result in a 
penalty. 

The first hit, and fight, from Trouba came with six minutes left in the 
opening period. As Dube tried to deke to his left, Trouba barreled into 
him with his right shoulder and knocked Dube to the ice. Calgary 
defenseman Chris Tanev then came over to defend Dube. 

After the second hit, when Trouba leveled Kadri and the star center’s 
helmet popped off, the Rangers’ captain didn’t feel forced to join another 
fight. He didn’t want to not be ready, but engaging in multiple fights 
wasn’t something Trouba had “an issue with,” he said Tuesday. 

“It’s not like [Trouba] plans it before the game where the coaches say, 
‘We’ve got to make sure we finish this guy real hard,’ ” Gallant said. “It’s 
just part of the game.” 

Even Gallant was a bit surprised by all the fights. He was still sifting 
through that nearly 15 hours later, too. The game against the Flames 
was “different.” He hypothesized Monday night, jokingly, that maybe his 
players were “pissed” that the 10-day All-Star break was too short. 

Gallant called it the first time he had been involved in a game of that 
caliber since taking over as head coach for the 2021-22 season. Even 
rookie Will Cuylle had joined and logged his second NHL fight. 

“I don’t think you see that in our team a lot,” Gallant said. 

But, defenseman Ryan Lindgren added, the Rangers also demonstrated 
they could replicate that style of play, too. 

“I think that bodes well for us that we know that if things get maybe a little 
out of hand or physical, that we can match that,” Lindgren said. 

 

New York Post LOADED: 02.08.2023 
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Late penalty kill saved Rangers and set up dramatic OT win 

 

Andrew Crane 

3-4 minutes 2/7/2023 

 

The penalty by Vincent Trocheck could’ve been disastrous. 

It came with less than three minutes remaining in the third period Monday 
against the Flames, a tripping call that forced the Rangers to defend and 
force overtime instead of trying to squeak out a win in regulation. But 
what followed reaffirmed how “huge” — as Rangers head coach Gerard 
Gallant described their defensive stand — of a strength killing penalties 
can be for the Blueshirts. 

The Rangers withstood Calgary’s man advantage and ultimately won 5-4 
in overtime. They have now killed 21 of 26 penalties across their last 10 
games, including a 2-for-3 performance against the Flames. Their unit 
sat 11th in the NHL at 81.0 percent entering Tuesday. 

“We know if we give up a goal, it’s probably the hockey game,” Gallant 
said Tuesday. “I mean, we still [would have] got a little bit of time left, but 
there’s a good chance you’re going to lose that game.” 

Rangers goalie Jaroslav Halak makes a stop on Nazem Kadri late in the 
third period of the Rangers’ OT win over the Flames. 

Gallant attributed their final kill against the Flames to his key members of 
that unit — including Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider — logging two 
shifts. He felt that they didn’t “give up a real good, quality scoring chance 
at all.” 

Jaroslav Halak made two saves while Trocheck served his penalty, and 
the Rangers blocked another shot before an eventual giveaway set up a 
short-handed scoring chance. 

“The guys committed to killing that penalty, and I thought they were 
excellent,” Gallant said. “They were aggressive on them, and it was 
obviously a big, big part of the win [Monday] night.” 

The Rangers’ return from the All-Star break featured a new-look fourth 
line. For the first time, Will Cuylle, Jake Leschyshyn and Sammy Blais 
skated together — logging 6:37 of ice time against the Flames, according 
to Natural Stat Trick. Gallant said Tuesday that he thought their line was 
“solid” and “played real good hockey.” 

Blais had returned from a “big” two-week AHL conditioning assignment, 
skating in a Rangers game for the first time since Jan. 16, while Cuylle 
appeared in his fourth NHL game. In the two games he played while 
Blais was with AHL Hartford, Cuylle had spent time on a line with 
Leschyshyn and Julien Gauthier. 

“I’m seeing what I want to see, from what we need those players to do,” 
Gallant said. “I was happy with their game. I really was.” 

Gallant didn’t alter his lines or defensemen pairings at all for practice, as 
Gauthier, Vitali Kravtsov and Libor Hajek were the extras who rotated in. 
The four main lines — Artemi Panarin-Zibanejad-Jimmy Vesey, Kreider-
Trocheck-Barclay Goodrow, Alexis Lafreniere-Filip Chytil-Kaapo Kakko 
and Cuylle-Leschyshyn-Blais — all remained intact from Monday night. 
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The unheralded Rangers who might make them rethink their trade 
deadline needs 

 

Larry Brooks 

6-7 minutes 2/7/2023 

 

You knew the Rangers were prepared for a physical one against the 
Flames at the Garden on Monday not when Jacob Trouba lowered the 
boom on the unfortunate Dillon Dube 13:57 into the first period, but when 
the captain’s blue-line partner looked to come to his aid in an 
unremarkable yet telling tableau minutes earlier. 

When Nazem Kadri took out Trouba with a hard hit just 6:17 into the 
match, K’Andre Miller — who is not known for physicality — attempted to 
confront the Calgary center twice before play moved on to the other end 
of the ice. 

This might have become an immediately forgotten tidbit in this wild and 
crazy affair packed with memorable moments that came to an end when 
Alexis Lafreniere scored in overtime to give the Blueshirts a 5-4 victory. 
But it sent an early signal that the team had strapped on its hard hats and 
was ready to go to work. It was illustrative of a team-tough mentality that 
persisted through 61:37 of hockey. 

As my dear colleague, Mollie Walker, wrote in Tuesday’s editions of The 
Post, this was a playoff-style night on Broadway. She was correct. The 
match featured dazzling plays and thunderous hits from Trouba that 
sparked a couple of melees. A clapback hit on Milan Lucic from Sammy 
Blais fomented another fracas. 

Milan Lucic #17 of the Calgary Flames talks to Sammy Blais #91 of the 
New York Rangers following a first period hit by Blai at Madison Square 
Garden on February 06, 2023 in New York City.  

Sammy Blais’ showdown with Milan Lucic not only helped the Rangers 
beat the Flames, but also may have helped secure Blais’ spot on the 
fourth line. 

And the Rangers, 16-4-3 over their past 23 games entering the match, 
but just 3-2-1 in the immediate previous six, responded with a meaningful 
team-wide effort. If this were Game 1 of a 13-match evaluation period 
leading into the March 3 trade deadline, the Rangers made a case for 
themselves. 

To trade or not to trade 

This game wasn’t only about the stars, even though Artemi Panarin and 
Chris Kreider each set up Mika Zibanejad for a goal with separate, 
brilliant, no-look backhand feeds a period apart and at opposite ends of 
the rink. It was also about the continued emergence of the swashbuckling 
Filip Chytil, whose charisma is blooming in concert with No. 72’s goal-
scoring explosion. 

Jimmy Vesey, who came to camp on a tryout with designs on winning a 
fourth-line roster spot, complemented Zibanejad and Panarin perfectly 
with strong work in the corners and below the hash marks. It is clear 
head coach Gerard Gallant favors having a responsible 200-foot player 
on the right side of that marquee unit. That is why Vesey, and not Vitali 
Kravtsov, is there. 

It also raises an interesting question for general manager Chris Drury to 
ponder: Is Vesey solid enough in that spot for the Rangers not to have to 
divest themselves of a first-rounder and a blue-chip prospect or two to 
bring in a bigger name to assume that right wing spot? 

Blais’ play may give Drury even more to consider. In his most impactful 
game of the season in his first night back from a conditioning assignment 
in Hartford, Blais was credited with three hits, including his massive 
open-ice hit on Lucic late in the first period. It was a good start for No. 91 
in this first of a series of auditions to save his job. 
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If Blais and young Will Cuylle can provide physical, momentum-changing, 
energy-injecting work on the fourth line, as they did on Monday, then 
maybe Drury won’t have to surrender important assets to bulk up down 
the roster. 

(Oh, and by the way, why anyone would throw Max Domi into the mix as 
a potential fourth-line acquisition is beyond me. Domi has been a 
disappointment everywhere he’s been. His undisciplined behavior proved 
detrimental to the ’Canes in their second-round, seven-game defeat to 
the Rangers last year.) 

Should the Rangers decide to keep the 21-year-old Cuylle — whose 7:46 
against Calgary represented the most ice time of his three-game NHL 
career — it is possible Julien Gauthier could be placed on waivers if the 
object is to accrue more cap space by getting the roster down from the 
current maximum of 23 players. Gauthier has earned a spot in the NHL, 
but he does not fit the mold of what Gallant is seeking in a fourth-liner. 

With all the shuffling up front, the Rangers’ top two pairs on defense have 
been inviolate not only this season but since the quartet of Trouba, Miller, 
Adam Fox and Ryan Lindgren was assembled piece by piece. 

Lindgren and Fox have been partners for 225 of the 237 games they 
have both been on the active roster and in the lineup since Lindgren’s 
recall from the AHL Wolf Pack 10 games into the 2019-20 season. 

The Miller-Trouba bond is mathematically even stronger, the tandem 
together for 161 of the 167 contests for which both have dressed since 
Miller made his NHL debut in the 2020-21 opener. 

That is a 94.9 percent rate of togetherness for Lindgren and Fox and a 
96.4 percent rate for Miller and Trouba. 

“It makes it real easy,” Gallant said when asked whether having these 
pairs were a luxury. “I keep saying that we’re pretty fortunate that they’ve 
played together for so long. 

“You could say that K’Andre and Troubs struggled a bit the first 25 or 30 
games with the goals- against, but they still played well, they played big 
minutes for us, they still played against the top lines. We feel good about 
them. We feel good about both pairs. 

“When you can throw those guys onto the ice, you feel good,” Gallant 
added. “That’s what I think our strong point is on our team. 

“There are a lot of good teams, but when you can throw the type of the 
defensemen over the boards all the time that we do, that makes a big 
difference for our group. 
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James Dolan open to selling minority stakes in Knicks, Rangers: MSG 
exec 

 

Thomas Barrabi 

4-5 minutes 2/7/2023 

 

Controversial Knicks and Rangers owner James Dolan is open to selling 
minority stakes in either sports franchise, his company revealed during 
an earnings call Tuesday. 

Dolan — who has come under fire for using facial recognition technology 
to ban perceived legal enemies from his venues — has long rejected 
calls to sell his controlling interest in the prized teams, which are part of 
Madison Square Garden Sports. 

However, during the earnings call, an analyst asked whether the Knicks 
and Rangers parent had considered taking advantage of the ongoing 
boom in team valuations – most recently evidenced by the NBA record 
$4 billion sale of the Phoenix Suns.   

“We have no plans to sell either team and – you suggested the Knicks – 
no current plans there, but we would certainly not rule out the possibility 
of selling a minority stake in the Knicks or the Rangers,” MSG Sports 
president and COO David Hopkinson said. 

Hopkinson referenced a recent Knicks valuation released by Sportico, 
which estimated the team’s worth at roughly $6.6 billion – an increase of 
8% compared to the previous year and the second-highest among NBA 
franchises. 

Separately, Forbes ranked the Rangers as the NHL’s most valuable 
team, with an estimated worth of $2.2 billion, up 10% year-over-year. 

Despite persistent rumors, Dolan, who serves as executive chairman of 
both MSG Sports and the separately-held Madison Square Garden 
Entertainment, has been adamant for years that he will not give up 
control of either sports franchise. 

Dolan, 67, reiterated his stance during an interview on WFAN last month. 

“I have no plans whatsoever to sell at this point,” Dolan said. “I’m not 
retiring anytime soon. It’s a family-controlled asset, so someone in the 
family will eventually own it.” 

While he plans to retain control of the teams, Dolan acknowledged during 
an October interview with Barron’s that he would consider taking on a 
minority partner. 

“We won’t rule it out,” Dolan said. 

During the call, Hopkinson noted recent changes in the NBA’s ownership 
rules have cleared the way for private equity firms and sovereign wealth 
funds to acquire stakes in franchises. 

“These are incredibly scarce assets, they’ve got strong business 
fundamentals that we just reviewed and we believe they’ve got significant 
opportunities for long-term growth,” Hopkinson said. 

The company also owns the Westchester Knicks, which is the team’s 
NBA G League affiliate, and the Rangers’ American Hockey League 
affiliate, the Hartford Wolf Pack. 

Hopkinson stated that the value of MSG Sports shares continued to run 
far below the estimated values of its properties. As of Tuesday, the 
company’s market valuation was $4.37 billion. Shares of the publicly-
traded company were down $1.13, to $178.60, after the earnings call. 

“We remain encouraged by the continued increases in estimated team 
valuations, along with the transactions that continue to come in well 
above those estimates,” Hopkinson said. 

“Our recent share buyback program is a demonstration of that confidence 
– recognizing the gap that persists between the current trading price of 
our stock relative to the intrinsic value of our marquee sports franchises,” 
he added. 

MSG Sports’ revenue rose 22% to $353.7 million in the second quarter, 
according to the earnings release. Operating income jumped 43% to 
$51.5 million. 

“Our second quarter results reflect ongoing positive momentum across all 
key areas of our business following last year’s robust financial 
performance.  We are confident in the strength of our sports franchises 
and our ability to generate long-term value for shareholders,” Dolan said 
in a statement. 
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NY Rangers projected lineup: Mika Zibanejad, Artemi Panarin remain a 
work in progress 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano 

 

Mika Zibanejad vividly remembers being summoned by former New York 
Rangers head coach David Quinn early in the 2018-19 season. 

A 25-year-old center at the time, he was excited for the opportunity to 
play a prominent role alongside fellow Swedish-speaking forward Mats 
Zuccarello. But that arrangement was about to be put on hold. 

"We started off playing maybe seven, eight games together," Zibanejad 
recalled following Tuesday's practice at the MSG Training Center in 
Tarrytown. "We're like, ‘Okay, so this is going to work out.' I think that I’m 
going to like his game because he's a first-pass kind of guy. And it was 
horrendous. I remember us getting pulled into the office and Quinny 
saying, ‘I know you guys like to play together and I know you're good 
friends, but you guys are minus-nine in the last seven games. I can’t 
have this right now. Maybe in the future.’" 

Months went by before another chance came, beginning with a third-
period shift in Las Vegas on Jan. 8, 2019. 

"We scored a goal," Zibanejad said with a grin. "(Zuccarello) gives me a 
tap-in, and then we got to play together for that last month he was here. It 
was Zucc, me and (Chris Kreider), and I think we averaged over a point 
per game and were one of the hottest lines that month before he got 
traded." 

That lesson has stuck with him ever since. 

Chemistry often requires patience. 

"Sometimes, it just clicks right away," he said. "But sometimes, it takes a 
long time before it happens." 

It appears to be the latter with Zibanejad and star teammate Artemi 
Panarin. 

When Panarin was signed in 2019, Quinn publicly stated his intention to 
play him on the same line with his No. 1 center. But that was short-lived. 
Zibanejad had an established rapport with Kreider on his left wing, while 
Panarin developed a strong connection with Ryan Strome as his center. 

That's how it remained for much of the past three seasons, but Strome's 
free-agent departure last summer has left a cycle of moving parts. 
Vincent Trocheck, who was brought in to fill the second-line center void, 
hasn't meshed with Panarin. And current head coach Gerard Gallant has 
been hesitant to try Filip Chytil in that spot due to his success on the Kid 
Line with Alexis Lafrenière and Kaapo Kakko. 

That left Zibanejad as the logical remaining choice to finally team up with 
No. 10. But that long wait has heightened curiosity − and persistent 
questions − about whether the Rangers' two most dangerous forwards 
can complement one another. 

After four straight games together, neither seems satisfied with the 
results. 

"Maybe I've been deferring a little bit too much to Bread and kind of 
getting away from my game and my confidence," Zibanejad said. 
"There’s the pressure from (the media), as well, and from the outside 
that, ‘This has to work.’ Me and him, it has to fit, and this and that. But 
then, we haven’t had the time." 

The duo has logged 198:42 time on ice together at five-on-five this 
season, according to Natural Stat Trick, which isn't an insignificant 
amount. But as Zibanejad pointed out, those minutes have come in bits 
and pieces, as opposed to an extended stretch where they can work out 
the kinks and identify each other's tendencies. 

In that scattered TOI, they've outscored opponents, 9-7, but haven't 
driven possession and scoring chances in the way they're individually 
accustomed to with a 49.85% Corsi and 47.97% xGF. 

"A lot of games that you've seen this year, we play maybe a period and a 
half together, then we get split up − or we get put together in a third 
period when we need a push," he said. "(But) when we play together 
more, you care about it more." 

Gallant has openly acknowledged the possibility of splitting Panarin and 
Zibanejad up again. But for the time being, they've resolved to roll up 
their sleeves and proceed as if these lines will stick. 

They spent Monday morning going over video clips and talking through 
various situations, with Zibanejad even going back to look at what made 
Strome so effective as Panarin's go-to center. 

"Stromer had his strengths and they worked so well together, but it was a 
lot of just giving Bread the puck," Zibanejad said. "He does a lot of the 
work with the puck, and that’s something where, both of us want the puck 
and need the puck a lot. So, how do we share that in a good way where 
we can both be a threat, with or without it? That's something I think we 
can't figure out if we don't play together. We need to realize, ‘Oh, shoot. I 
should have been there.’ Because now I know for the next time." 

Communication will be key, but building chemistry will ultimately come 
down to experience and repetition. 

As skilled as Panarin is − and he's near the top of the NHL in that 
category − he's equally unpredictable. That makes for a steep learning 
curve, which Zibanejad is determined to climb. 

"You have those little tells – those little things you try to focus on," he 
said. "With him, he’s so good at disguising his passes and what he's 
going to do next. I have to understand, how can I help him?" 

A sign of better understanding came in the third period of Monday's 5-4 
overtime win against the Calgary Flames. 

Prior to the game, they had discussed holding the puck longer to give the 
other more time to get open. That's just what Panarin did with a no-look 
pass from behind the net to setup Zibanejad for the tying goal with 7:05 
remaining. 

One connection won't cure all, but the talented duo viewed it as a positive 
step. They know all eyes are on them and they're committed to showing 
what they're capable of. 

"There's a lot of focus on us and how we play and how we're going to do 
this," Zibanejad said. "I know there are a lot of expectations, but I think 
that the expectations and the want to make it work is more from us than 
anyone else from outside. We want it to work very, very badly." 
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Jacob Trouba hits raw nerve with some Rangers opponents 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated February 7, 2023 5:43 PM 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. -- Someone joked with Rangers captain Jacob 
Trouba on Tuesday that, after fighting twice in Monday’s 5-4 overtime win 
over the Calgary Flames at Madison Square Garden, he might have 
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taken a “maintenance day’’ and skipped practice to rest his sore 
knuckles. 

“No,’’ Trouba said with a grin. “No maintenance days. It’s only one game, 
man. We just had [eight] maintenance days.’’ 

The Rangers did have eight days between games, due to the NHL’s bye 
week and All-Star break. And that long layoff was something both Trouba 
and Rangers coach Gerard Gallant suggested may have had something 
to do with why Monday’s game was so physical, with big hits landed by 
Trouba and Sammy Blais leading to three fights in the game. 

“It happens once in a while, in spurts like that,’’ Gallant said of the 
physicality on Monday. “Maybe, like I said, they were a little cranky that 
the All-Star break wasn't long enough. Who knows? But it’s just the way it 
happened [Monday] night. I don't think you'll see that in our team a lot.’’ 

Trouba made himself a target by dropping Calgary forward Dillon Dube 
with a heavy hit along the Flames’ blue line in the first period. That 
prompted Dube’s teammate Chris Tanev to beeline to Trouba and fight 
him. Later in the period, Blais dumped Calgary’s Milan Lucic at center 
ice, which led to Nikita Zadorov attacking Blais and MacKenzie Weegar 
fighting Rangers rookie forward Will Cuylle. 

In the second period, Trouba blasted Nazem Kadri to the ice and 
separated him from his helmet, and Dube jumped in to fight Trouba. 

All three of the hits that precipitated the fights were deemed clean by the 
officials and in each case Calgary got an additional penalty for starting 
the fight. The Rangers capitalized on the instigator penalty to Dube, 
when Mika Zibanejad scored on the ensuing power play to give the 
Rangers a 3-2 lead. 

Gallant bemoaned the tendency these days for teams to want to fight 
after a hard, clean hit. 

“For Troubs, he knows he knows how to hit, it's a big part of his game, 
and he takes advantage at the right time,’’ Gallant said. “And sometimes 
it changes momentum of hockey games, and that's the way it is. But it's 
not like he plans it before the game, with coaches, saying, 'We’ve got to 
make sure we finish this guy real hard.' It's just part of the game, and 
when it happens… it seems like every time you hit somebody, you’ve got 
to have a fight.’’ 

Trouba was ready to go both times Monday, and in the case of Dube, he 
dropped him to the ice with a flurry of punches. 

“You don't want to not be ready,’’ Trouba said of fighting after a big hit. “I 
don't think I feel forced into [fighting]. I don't have to, I know that. But I 
don't have an issue with it.’’ 

Trouba, who leads the Rangers in fights this season (five), and hits (153) 
has said on more than one occasion that playing physically, and hitting 
people, is an important part of his game. 

“It's part of the game, part of how I've always played,’’ he said. “I think it 
has an impact on the game. I think if it lifts the team, it lifts the team. If 
not, it's just your presence on the ice, [telling the opponent] that you can’t 
go wherever you want, I guess… I don't want to go looking for it. If it 
comes to me, presents itself, make the hit. And make it clean.’’ 

He has gotten a reputation around the league for delivering vicious hits 
that some believe are borderline dirty. But he said no one has 
complained to him about his physicality. 

“Not to me,’’ he said. “I don't think there's much you can really complain 
about.’’ 
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MSG open to selling minority shares in Knicks, Rangers: Why now and 
what it could mean 

 

By Mike Vorkunov 

Feb 7, 2023 

 

Madison Square Garden Sports president David Hopkinson said on the 
company’s earnings call Tuesday that it is open to selling minority shares 
in the New York Knicks or Rangers. Here’s what you need to know: 

MSG is showing a newfound willingness to publicly discuss selling off a 
portion of the teams. James Dolan said in October he wouldn’t rule out a 
sale of a minority stake in either team. MSG Sports owns the Knicks and 
Rangers, while MSG Entertainment owns the arena and other venues 
across New York City. 

Dolan, who runs both MSG companies and the teams, has long been 
adamant he would not sell either team despite years of rumors that he 
might. Just last month he told WFAN the same. “I have no plans 
whatsoever to sell at this point. I’m not retiring anytime soon. It’s a family-
controlled asset, so someone in the family will eventually own it.” 

Hopkinson reiterated that point Tuesday, saying the company has no 
plans to sell control of either team. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

What are the teams worth? 

Forbes values the Knicks at $6.1 billion, the second-most valuable 
franchise in the NBA; it was the first time in eight years that Forbes didn’t 
have the Knicks at No. 1. Sportico also has the Knicks as the NBA’s 
second-most valuable franchise at $6.58 billion. The Rangers are the 
most valuable team in the NHL according to Forbes at $2.2 billion and 
the second-most valuable NHL team according to Sportico. 

What Hopkinson said 

“We have no plans to sell either team … but we would certainly not rule 
out the possibility of selling a minority stake in the Knicks or the 
Rangers,” Hopkinson said on the call. 

Regarding potential new investors available to buy into the teams, he 
added: “There’s changes in the ecosystem. The NBA has recently 
allowed for private equity to come into the marketplace, as well as 
sovereign wealth funds. So we’ve got new pools of capital available.” 

Why now? 

This is notable because of Dolan’s long-time public aversion to even 
considering a sale. And he’s been asked many times. But times are 
changing for MSG and for the value of NBA teams, especially. 

Valuations have skyrocketed across sports, but especially in the NBA, 
where teams are now regularly being sold for a value of several billion 
dollars. The Phoenix Suns were just sold at a $4 billion valuation as more 
and more money enters the league. Private equity companies have taken 
minority shares in teams over the last two years and late last year the 
NBA allowed sovereign wealth funds to buy into franchises as well, 
expanding the kinds of capital that can buy into the league and keep 
team prices rising. Hopkinson mentioned both in his answer. 

MSG is also at a point where it is trying to cut costs and undergoing a 
financial restructuring. It laid off employees across its companies late last 
year. This month, it announced that it would explore selling off a majority 
share in the TAO Group. This all comes as the company tries to finish 
building the MSG Sphere in Las Vegas, a new state-of-the-art music 
venue, while running off schedule and over budget. Selling portions of 
the Knicks and Rangers would be large cash infusions. 

What it means for the Knicks 
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It could mean someone else has a voice with the Knicks, however small 
it may be. Dolan has been in charge since 1999 and would continue to 
be even in this scenario. But it could change the franchise’s dynamics 
depending on how large a portion of the team MSG decides to sell. MSG 
could sell a small and negligible percentage of either or both teams, or 
Dolan could sell off large hunks. Private equity companies and sovereign 
wealth funds can individually own up to 20 percent of one team, and a 
team can sell off a maximum of 30 percent of its share to these 
institutional investors. 
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Labor secretary Marty Walsh to depart administration for NHL gig 

 

Joseph Clark 

 

Labor Secretary Marty Walsh is expected to resign in the coming days to 
lead the National Hockey League Players’ Association, marking 
President Biden’s first Cabinet-level shake-up since taking office. 

Mr. Walsh’s departure adds to a broader staff shake-up as Mr. Biden 
enters the back half of his first term. The White House recently confirmed 
that Chief of Staff Ron Klain and National Economic Council Director 
Brian Deese will depart in the coming weeks. 

Mr. Walsh‘s departure, which is expected days after Mr. Biden delivers 
his State of the Union address Tuesday, was first reported by the hockey 
site Daily Faceoff. Several other outlets have confirmed his impending 
resignation, citing sources familiar with the matter. 

Mr. Walsh, a former mayor of Boston, was pegged as the top choice to 
head the NHL Players’ Association on Friday. His formal appointment by 
the association’s executive board is expected in the coming days. 

As labor secretary, Mr. Walsh has been at the forefront of key 
negotiations throughout his tenure, including talks to avert a potentially 
crippling freight rail workers’ strike last fall. 
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Mike Keane speaks candidly about Canadiens' franchise-altering trade 

 

Herb Zurkowsky  •  Montreal Gazette 

Published Feb 07, 2023 

 

Newly acquired Colorado Avalanche players Patrick Roy, left, and Mike 
Keane smile as they don their new team's jersey during a news 
conference in the locker room in Denver's McNichols Sports Arena on 
Dec. 6, 1995. The two were traded to the Avalanche as part of a five-
player deal with the Montreal Canadiens. 

When the phone rings at 3:30 a.m., it’s never a good sign. 

Former Canadiens captain Mike Keane was awakened on the morning of 
Dec. 6, 1995, believing it might have come from an intoxicated 
teammate, inviting him for a nightcap. Instead, it was general manager 
Réjean Houle, informing Keane he had been traded to Colorado with 
franchise goaltender Patrick Roy. 

“My wife and I looked at a map to find out where Colorado was,” Keane 
told the Montreal Gazette in an exclusive interview Sunday night, having 
returned to Montreal as one of the honorary captains for the AHL All-Star 
Classic at Place Bell in Laval. “Things happened quickly, as trades do. 
You don’t realize it until it happens to you. We went down to the rink, had 
the press conference, talked, said goodbye and were on a plane that 
night.” 

While there’s no doubt Roy was the centrepiece of what many regard as 
the worst trade in franchise history — the Canadiens received goalie 
Jocelyn Thibault along with forwards Martin Rucinsky and Andrei 
Kovalenko in return — it also had a profound effect on Keane’s life and 
career. 

Keane and his wife, Tammy, had just purchased a condo after renting for 
years. On the other hand, he won the second Stanley Cup of his career 
— following the Canadiens’ improbable 1993 title — that season with the 
Avalanche. 

Keane, who would capture one more title, with Dallas in 1999, talked 
candidly about the surreal chain of events that led to their departure from 
Montreal — four nights after Canadiens head coach Mario Tremblay 
embarrassed the iconic Roy by leaving him in for nine goals against 
Detroit. 

“It’s so bizarre, looking back,” said Keane, 55, the player development 
coordinator for the Winnipeg Jets. “You would never leave a goalie — 
young or old — in there for (that many) goals. Yet it happened. Was 
there a sidebar to whatever happened between him and Mario? That’s 
stuff I don’t know. But we were on the bench, literally going … what the f–
k is going on. The next goal … the next goal … it never ends. Then it 
happened and the whole trade played out. 

“I’m happy I went with Patrick,” Keane added. “Trades happen. Things 
happen. I was going to play hockey, so it didn’t matter where. The sticker 
shock was more for him. Within 48 hours, we were in a different place. 
He was a Montreal icon. Everyone thought he was going to play 20 years 
for the Montreal Canadiens. Then we’re playing for a different team, 48 
hours later.” 

During the private jet ride to Denver with Roy, the two experienced a 
gamut of emotions, Keane noted. There was talk of what had transpired. 
There were long breaks of silence as they contemplated their immediate 
future. For Keane, he was joining the former Nordiques team that had a 
long and bitter rivalry with the Canadiens. 

“Hate’s a powerful word, but you hated a lot of guys on that team,” Keane 
said, his feelings eventually changed once bonds were forged with his 
new Avalanche teammates. 

Keane, who spent eight seasons with Montreal, also will be remembered 
for what seemed like an unlikely selection as the 24th captain in 
Canadiens history in April 1995. Keane succeeded the traded Kirk Muller 
at a time when the honour eventually correlated to an exodus for the 
player. 

“To this day, it’s kind of mind-boggling,” Keane admitted. “When you look 
and see Mr. Béliveau, Mr. Cournoyer, Mr. Gainey … it just doesn’t make 
sense and it’s not really the way the pecking order should have 
happened. I don’t think there was anyone left.” 

Keane became the subject of media scrutiny when he was quoted in La 
Presse, claiming he had no intention — after being named captain — of 
learning French, becoming a polarizing figure by saying he didn’t believe 
it was necessary because English was the predominant language in the 
dressing room. Keane said his comments were misinterpreted. 

“I never said I wouldn’t learn French, that’s the biggest discrepancy,” he 
stated. “The next day, the (headline was) Keane refuses to learn French. 
That’s not exactly the word I said but, obviously, it snowballed from there. 
Why would I say that? I’m not a smart guy, but I’m not dumb. It wasn’t a 
fun time.” 
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Keane might have been collateral damage to the Roy trade, but believes 
the organization had no choice but to include him in the deal as his 
remarks led to an untenable situation. 

“Me being a non-francophone captain didn’t go over too well,” he said. 

Nonetheless, life has been good for Keane, a Winnipeg native working in 
his hometown. Despite going undrafted, and being a modest 5-foot-10 
and 185 pounds, he spent 16 seasons in the NHL, played more than 
1,100 games and had 168 goals and 470 points. He capped his career 
by playing five seasons for the Manitoba Moose, becoming the first 
player to see his number retired by the franchise. 

“I was born to play hockey,” Keane said. “That’s all I ever wanted to do. I 
learned how to win in Montreal … and, as much as I was a long shot to 
play, I was lucky enough to play with, arguably, some of the best.” 
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NHL99: Wayne Gretzky, The Great One, walks among us and we cheer 

 

Dan Robson 

 

BOSTON — In the concourse, in the stands, leaning over the fence in 
center field, excitement for Wayne Gretzky is everywhere at Fenway 
Park. The hockey legend in a baseball relic — one of the most revered 
athletes in our time, in a sports cathedral, iconic beyond the game it 
hosts. 

Whispers of Gretzky carry through the crowd arriving at the century-old 
ballpark to watch the Boston Bruins and Pittsburgh Penguins play hockey 
on an infield rink in early January. 

The hum hits a crescendo the closer you get to the center of their 
attention. 

“Did you see Wayne?” asks a man wearing a Sidney Crosby jersey to a 
man wearing a Bobby Orr sweater, as they stand side-by-side in the 
bathroom beyond a beer and pretzel stand. 

“Oh, that’s who that was?” jokes the adjacent Orr. 

They both turn to walk away as the urinals flush. 

“He’s still got great hair,” Crosby says. 

“Yeah,” Orr says. “He always had that flow.” 

Across the concrete and steel concourse, through the entrance to 
Section 41, Fenway spreads out in the cool winter sun. Fans of all 
generations crowd near the center field wall, filling the seats several rows 
back, trying to glimpse The Great One, who sits on an elevated stage, 
preparing for the pregame show for Turner Sports’ broadcast of the 
NHL’s Winter Classic — not a strand astray in the gray of his wavy part. 
The growing crowd clamors for his acknowledgment: 

“Gretzky! Gretzky!” 

“Wayne! Wayne!” 

“Mr. Gretzky!” 

They beckon with mementos from the most celebrated career the sport 
has known. 

An Edmonton Oilers jersey … a Los Angeles Kings jersey … a 1987 
Team Canada jersey … a New York Rangers jersey — each stitched 
with that famous name and double nines. 

Gretzky smiles and waves at the crowd after the segment is taped. The 
shouts rise as he walks down the stairs of the raised platform. A Fenway 
security guard warns those stretching to reach him. 

“Everybody get back off this fence,” she shouts. “Right now!” 

He’s ushered around the outfield wall and down the first-base line, while 
the Bruins and Penguins line up for the opening faceoff. A surge of 
recognition carries through the stands as he passes, with a fortunate few 
in front-row seats managing quick handshakes as security rushes him by. 

Passing first base, Gretzky shares one more wave before descending 
into the Red Sox dugout and into Fenway’s ghostly halls, calls of 
“Gretzky, Gretzky” fading with the field behind him. 

Fans have no trouble recognizing who is plodding through the snow at 
Fenway Park at the 2023 NHL Winter Classic in Boston. (Fred Kfoury III / 
Icon Sportswire via Jpg 

It was never a secret. 

Not here, on The Athletic’s list of the 100 greatest players of the NHL’s 
modern era — a series titled NHL99, because the top spot was so 
apparent. 

Not anywhere. 

It hasn’t been a secret since he was a boy filling hockey rinks across 
Ontario. Famous by the time he was 10 and scoring 378 goals as an 11-
year-old peewee with the Nadrofsky Steelers in Brantford. From the start, 
Gretzky was on course to be the greatest to have played. 

At the core, Gretzky’s appeal was the magic conjured. He traveled 
through time each game, knowing where each player would be and 
where the puck was heading. His vision made opponents appear stuck in 
the past. 

Gretzky wasn’t entirely alone in his rare genius. Mario Lemieux and Orr 
both wielded similar superpowers and their enthusiasts, Gretzky 
included, will argue they ought to hold an equal status on the pantheon. 

But Gretzky’s greatness is measured in the staggering magnitude of his 
record. It’s in his 2,857 NHL points — with, famously, enough assists that 
if he’d never scored a goal he would still be the league’s all-time points 
leader with 1,963. 

When Alex Ovechkin surpasses Gretzky’s record 894 goals, Gretzky’s 
position atop the greats will hardly budge. He currently owns 61 NHL 
records. In time, more of those might fall, though likely not many. In all 
professional sports, there are few who carry such a complete and 
untouchable claim to being the greatest of all time. 

When did you know? 

Was it the 50 goals in 39 games? Or the record 92 he finished with that 
1981-82 season? 

The 47 points in 18 playoff games? 

The 10 scoring titles, including seven consecutive Art Ross trophies? The 
nine Hart trophies as the NHL’s most valuable player? 

The 13 straight seasons with more than 100 points? Or that he remains 
the only player to ever surpass 200 points in a season, which he did four 
times? 

The four Stanley Cup championships in Edmonton? Or the tears and 
broken hearts when he was traded to Los Angeles? 

Was it the stories he crafted on ice — returning as a King against the 
Oilers to break Gordie Howe’s scoring record with his 1,851st point? And 
how he added another, scoring the overtime winner in the city that 
cradled his legend? Or that it took him a mere decade to break that all-
time mark? 

Maybe it was in Los Angeles, where Gretzky became one of the most 
marketable athletes in the world, spreading the popularity and appeal of 
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a frozen game. An athlete who transcended his sport, becoming a 
touchstone of the 1980s and 1990s. 

Was it the likeness captured by Andy Warhol and animated in Saturday 
morning cartoons? 

Or maybe it was just that simple acknowledgment by an idol — a puck 
tossed your way, a thumbs up to your “Mr. Gretzky!” call, a signed 
photograph in response to the letter you sent in the mail. 

Tristan Gretzky is too young to have seen his father play in an NHL 
game. There are no trophies or memorabilia from his father’s career in 
the Gretzky home. But since Tristan was young, he’s understood the 
place his father holds in the hearts and imaginations of hockey fans 
around the world. He watched his dad carefully respond to those letters, 
which filled the boxes that couriers dropped at their door. 

“He would sit there for hours each day, signing each one,” says Tristan, 
the second-youngest of Wayne and Janet’s five children. 

Gretzky still does it today. 

“There’d be 200 sometimes. He always said, it takes him two seconds,” 
Tristan says. “He loves reading the letters. And he knows it can fire 
people up. It can change a kid’s life.” 

When he was 6 years old, Gretzky wrote a letter to his idol. When he was 
7, the mail returned with a signed 8-by-10 photo of Gordie Howe. His 
signature was so precise that the boy could make out each letter. 

“You see that?” said Walter, his father, noting Mr. Hockey’s cursive. 
Walter told his son to, one day, make sure his signature was as careful 
and precise. 

Today, Gretzky’s reverence for Howe is lore. When Gretzky was young, 
he unwrapped a Howe jersey on Christmas morning. It was the red and 
white Detroit jersey, not the white and red one — and that distinction still 
excites him. 

“I wore it every day in the wintertime outside,” Gretzky says. “I don’t think 
that I even wanted to open another present.” 

The greatest player hockey had ever known first met the greatest player 
hockey ever would when Howe attended a Lions Club event in Brantford 
with Gretzky, who was 11 years old and already known as the boy who 
would be king. A photo from that event of Howe hooking a beaming pre-
teen Gretzky’s neck with a stick is now one of the most iconic Images in 
hockey. 

Gordie Howe poses with 11-year-old Wayne Gretzky: 
pic.twitter.com/GN1ZuIjPWo 

— SI Vault (@si_vault) June 10, 2016 

“When I met Gordie, he was bigger and better and nicer than I could 
have ever imagined,” Gretzky says. 

A few years later, Howe’s son Murray and 15-year-old Gretzky became 
linemates for the Toronto Seneca’s Jr. B team. The youngest Howe 
already had little intention of filling his father’s skates. He brought school 
texts to study during each team road trip and joked with his already 
famous teammate. 

“Wayne,” he’d say, “where are your books?” 

But one day, Gretzky boarded the bus with a stack of his own. Murray 
asked him what he had: “English, Geography, Math?” 

Gretzky showed Murray his collection of Gordie Howe hockey instruction 
books. 

“You want to be a doctor,” Gretzky told him. “I want to be a hockey 
player.” 

It’s a story Gretzky often shares when talking about his adoration for the 
greatest to come before him. It’s one of many anecdotes that fill in the 
legend; a mix of truth and Apocrypha, forged over years. They are stories 

so entwined in hockey canon that sometimes it feels as though they 
belong to the game itself, like a religious text to faith. Like the frozen 
pond where a child first learned to skate at the farm owned by his 
grandparents, who immigrated to Canada after the First World War. And 
the hard-working father in Brantford, a cable repairman, who meticulously 
maintained a backyard rink for his son on Varadi Avenue each winter. It’s 
a story so familiar that it’s become a collective memory shared by anyone 
who has loved this game. That Gretzky’s father, Walter, was known as 
“Canada’s Hockey Dad” was as much a testament to his lifelong 
commitment to the sport, with near constant appearances in minor 
hockey rinks, as to the place he held in hockey’s most formative legend. 
Their story was the complete realization of what dreams forged on frozen 
backyards, streets and rinks could become. 

Before Gretzky, it was Howe — the modest farm boy, who loved to fish 
and play hockey. The regular man, who became eponymous to the 
game. And so The Great One perfected his signature just as Mr. Hockey 
did: From the matching valleys of each W, to the diving line of the first Y 
and the rising aerobatic G, to the swooping K and Y encasing 99. 

Gretzky signed it again and again, responding to each letter, just as his 
hero had. Howe taught him that greatness wasn’t just about the magic on 
ice, but the responsibility of letting everyone else connect to some piece 
of it, too. 

“It’s always been the history of our game that the baton gets passed,” 
Gretzky says. “The next guy who grabs the baton, he grabs it tightly, and 
he gets to the next guy. And the next guy, he’s gonna pass it to you, 
right?” 

This is not apocryphal: The connection Gretzky and Howe shared was 
more than a photo of a wunderkind and his idol, more than double-nines, 
more than a scoring record passed on the way to grander heights. There 
was a friendship and respect that lasted decades. 

“Wayne saw my dad as a second father,” Murray Howe says. 

In his final years, Howe lived with Murray in Sylvania, Ohio. He cared for 
a toy poodle named Rocket, after Maurice Richard. And through 
Alzheimer’s fog, he told stories of hockey on wheat fields, elbows thrown, 
and playing alongside his sons. Of taking batting practice with Joe 
DiMaggio and swinging clubs with Arnold Palmer. Of Colleen, his dear 
wife, who’d died a few years before. “It’s been a lonely life lately,” he 
said. 

In 2015, the Kinsmen Club of Saskatoon hosted a dinner to honor Howe, 
who was 86 and had recently suffered a stroke. Gretzky flew to 
Saskatchewan to be by his side. It was the last time they would see each 
other. In a mirror to that very first meeting, Gretzky took the stage with 
Howe. He told a well-worn story about a boy unwrapping his favorite 
player’s jersey on a Christmas morning long ago and, once again, called 
Howe “the greatest player to ever live.” 

Wayne Gretzky, alongside Gordie Howe, with the 1,851 puck that 
Gretzky scored with to pass Howe in 1989 as the all-time points leader in 
the NHL. (Bruce Bennett Studios / Jpg 

At Fenway, Gretzky watches the Bruins and Penguins play from a green-
room trailer just beyond a stadium entrance. The panel members hustle 
back through the ballparks’ tiny halls and around the field to broadcast 
each intermission. Gretzky sits at the far edge of the desk, next to Paul 
Bissonnette, host Liam McHugh, Anson Carter and his longtime friend 
Rick Tocchet (now head coach of the Canucks). Everyone on set is 
aware of the imbalance. 

“He’s the GOAT. He doesn’t need to do this,” McHugh says. “He could 
come and be like ‘Oh, my God, why am I wasting my time with these 
clowns?’ … But it really wasn’t like that at all.” 

The Turner Sports vibe is meant to be relaxed and unscripted. The 
analysts banter as though they are talking hockey at a bar, taking jabs 
and speaking over each other. Gretzky takes his shots. But when he 
speaks, the panel stops and listens. Bissonnette, court jester to His 
Greatness, beams with wide-eyed awe when Gretzky tells a story, as if 
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Kings-era 99 just walked into the changeroom of his Welland Tigers 
peewee team. 

When he’s not on set, Gretzky frequently texts with his counterparts, 
tossing out ideas for topics to cover, general thoughts on what he sees in 
games or digs at dumb things they say. When he saw McHugh fidgeting 
with his glasses during a broadcast, he called him up the next day to 
recommend an eye doctor. 

“That was a little strange,” McHugh says. “Even though he is a god, he’s 
a regular human being.” 

Gretzky joined Turner Sports as a studio analyst for its NHL broadcasts 
in fall 2021, in part because he missed being close to the game. 

“He had a couple years where he wasn’t as involved in the game and I 
think my mom noticed how much happier he is when he is involved,” 
Tristan says. “My dad’s whole life is hockey. It’s what he loves most.” 

The trip to Boston is a Gretzky family gathering. Janet made the trip with 
her husband. She watches his on-air segments just beyond the cameras 
on stage. Their eldest son Ty also traveled from Florida, where most of 
the Gretzky family members now reside. They’ve met Tristan and one of 
his friends on winter break from NYU. The boys didn’t want to miss an 
opportunity to visit Fenway. Ty bought his father a Bruins scally cap, a 
New England staple, because they’re all big fans of the show “Peaky 
Blinders.” 

For Gretzky’s sons, the spectacle that follows their father is an amusing 
constant, especially fun when friends of theirs who have met him in a 
family setting first see him amongst a crowd at a hockey game. Tristan 
and his roommates at school always watch his father’s broadcasts. To 
them, Tristan’s dad is the guy they call to discuss interesting baseball 
trivia. (Gretzky has always been a baseball fan and history buff.)  Ty is 
usually at the TNT studio with his father, and Tristan will often FaceTime 
them during the game when Gretzky is off-air. They are a tightly knit 
family, all five of the kids chatting daily in a sibling group chat. When 
they’re together, they spend much of their time on the golf course in 
hyper-competitive family best-ball matches, which usually include son-in-
law and two-time PGA major championship winner Dustin Johnson. 

Gretzky still tells his family stories of his playing days, including most of 
the same tales he’s recounted in endless interviews. They never get old. 
He finds joy in sharing his love of hockey, which is one of the reasons 
he’s had so much fun being part of the NHL broadcasts, Ty says. 

But with his family, Gretzky also often revisits memories that still sit at the 
heart of how and why the boy from Brantford came to love this sport at 
all. 

“We ask questions about him growing up in hockey,” Ty says. “My 
grandparents taking him to the games…” 

Walter drove his son to his first game, so Wayne asked his father if he 
could drive him to his last. 

As they traveled together through Manhattan toward Madison Square 
Garden that day — April 18, 1999 — Gretzky recalled an early memory 
he had of those childhood rides to the rink. 

“One day, you’re going to win a lot of awards and you’re going to win a 
Stanley Cup,” Walter told his son when he was a dejected 6-year-old who 
felt he’d played poorly in his first game on a All-Star team for 10-year-
olds. 

Now on the other side of that dream, Walter tapped his son on the leg 
and told him that he didn’t want it to end. 

“You know,” Walter said. “You could probably play one more year.” 

Of all the rides they’d shared to practices and games since he was a boy 
first learning to skate, the last one was the hardest. 

“The only time I really get emotional about being retired is that car ride,” 
Gretzky says. His eyes well as he stands in the Red Sox dugout. 

“I remember saying to him, ‘Listen, Dad, I got nine goals this year. That 
used to be a good week.” 

It’s another memory Gretzky has shared many times before. He wrote 
about it in his most recent book. But it hits him now, as he reflects. Walter 
died on March 4, 2021. He was 82 years old. 

Today, Gretzky is a year older than his father was when they took that 
drive to his final game. He’s been retired for longer than he played in the 
NHL. But that Manhattan ride still resonates. To us, it was trivia — a 
concluding timestamp to hockey’s most iconic career. To them, it was the 
beginning of the inevitable epilogue for a father and his son. 

“It was a sign of him getting older, that I wasn’t going to play anymore,” 
Gretzky says. “He wanted one more year.” 

Wayne Gretzky poses for a photo that his father, Walter, takes during a 
practice session of the 1984 All-Star Game in New Jersey. (Jpg 

Dusk falls on Fenway. White lights flood the bandbox against a clear dark 
sky. Just below the rising rows, in the Red Sox dugout, Gretzky looks out 
at the rink where Sidney Crosby and Patrice Bergeron battle. 

The third period nears its end and the postgame show awaits. But first, 
he wants to talk about the passing of greatness. 

“It was Béliveau, Richard and Mahovlich,” Gretzky says. “Then along 
came guys like Bobby Orr and Guy Lafleur, and Potvin, and Bossy. And 
you know, this whole thing goes along: Messier, Lemieux. And we always 
say, ‘Gosh, Bobby Orr retired, who’s going to take over for Bobby Orr?’ 
And somebody comes along, right? And then when Messier and Lemieux 
retired, everybody was like, ‘Now what’s going to happen?’ And all of a 
sudden, Ovechkin and Crosby came along. And they did everything … 
not only on the ice, but off the ice in their communities and selling the 
game. All of those guys were taught that from the guys who played in the 
’50s and ’60s — and it just goes along. 

“And here we are now. … Crosby and Ovechkin have been so great for 
our game. But now we’re going ‘OK, who’s going to take over for them?’ 
And all of a sudden, along comes Connor McDavid and Auston Matthews 
— and we go, ‘Oh, my God, the game is in good shape.’ So it just 
continues like that throughout.” 

In a few hours, in another coastal city to the north, Connor Bedard will 
become the all-time leading Canadian scorer at the World Juniors. The 
17-year-old wonder will weave through Slovakia to score a dazzling 
overtime winner that will ignite talk of a next one, emerging beyond 
McDavid. 

But that’s the future. 

Right now, Gretzky rises from history, up the dugout stairs and the 
chorus begins again. 

“Wayne! Wayne!” 

“Gretzky! Gretzky!” 

There are fans who watched Howe and Orr, and others only born this 
century. But they cheer all the same. Gretzky stops where he can, but 
he’s quickly ushered toward the broadcast stage. There are only eight 
minutes left in the third, and Boston trails 1-0. 

A bearded man in a black Bruins sweater and toque reaches out on the 
first-base line, one hopeful hand among the masses. Gretzky slows his 
pace for a moment. He fist-bumps a young boy in a Marchand jersey and 
shakes an outstretched hand. 

The bearded man turns to the crowd behind him, raising his fist. 

“I touched Wayne Gretzky’s hand!” he shouts. 

“He got it!” another echoes among the rows. “He got a handshake!” 

“Things are changing in my life,” the man declares. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 8, 2023 

 

A horn bellows and a roar rushes through Fenway. The Bruins score. He 
twists his open palm, astonished. “Ahh!” he yells, like a Viking storming a 
foreign shore. 

The moon is full and bright over right; Mars wakes beside it. The Great 
One walks across the outfield toward center. Amid the tie-game chaos, 
his name still echoes as he moves, calling ahead and chasing behind — 
Gretzky! Gretzky! Wayne! Wayne! — the legend crossing ages. 

(Top photo: Denis Brodeur / Jpg 
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NHL free agency 2023: Which pending UFAs are trending up, who’s 
trending down? 

 

Harman Dayal 

 

Islanders GM Lou Lamiorello was half-joking and half-serious when he 
told reporters that Bo Horvat’s new eight-year, $68-million extension is 
“too long and it’s too much money.” 

“He’s not wrong,” Horvat said with a smile about his GM’s take. “I’ll give 
him that much.” 

Horvat, whose career-high is 61 points prior to this season, will earn $8.5 
million per year through his age-35 campaign. He secured the massive 
bag because of a perfect intersection between a career season, where 
he’d notched 31 goals in 49 games prior to being traded, and his platform 
year where he was set to hit unrestricted free agency. 

Horvat isn’t the first player to cash in on a perfectly timed spike in 
performance and he certainly won’t be the last. Here’s a look at some of 
the big names expected to hit the UFA market this summer and the 
trajectory of their earning potential so far this season. Note: We’ll be 
excluding Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci from this activity because 
they look to be solely committed to the Bruins and willing to take massive 
hometown discounts. 

The big names 

David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins 

51 GP, 38-34-72, ATOI: 19:44 

Pastrnak had long been established as an elite goal scorer but he’s 
entered a new stratosphere as an undisputed superstar and franchise 
player this season. 

The 26-year-old winger scored 20 goals and 48 points in 48 games in the 
shortened 2021 campaign and hit 40 goals and 77 points in 72 games 
last season, but that was a clear step down from the monster 48 goals 
and 95 points in 70 games he had managed in 2019-20. Plus, some 
wondered whether he was the third-best player on his own line with 
Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand. 

Pastrnak’s on pace for a ludicrous 61 goals and 115 points and 
impressively, has done it while spending most of his minutes alongside 
David Krejci rather than Bergeron and Marchand. 

Stock: Up   

Patrick Kane, Chicago Blackhawks 

45 GP, 9-25-34, ATOI: 19:48 

Kane’s still an elite talent but his production has significantly tapered off. 
He’s scoring at a 16-goal, 62-point per 82 games pace despite notching 
92 points in 78 games last season. 

Context obviously matters. Kane’s on a team that’s built to purposely 
tank, which has meant playing alongside the likes of Max Domi and 
Andreas Athanasiou rather than Alex DeBrincat and Dylan Strome. The 
34-year-old has also been playing through a nagging injury. The mental 
toll around his uncertain future must be a huge weight too. Those factors 
matter and we should expect his numbers to tick much higher if he ever 
winds up on a new team with more talent around him. 

The drop-off in his offensive numbers is still precipitous enough, 
especially when coupled with his age, to wonder if he’s still a franchise 
winger. 

Stock: Down   

Dylan Larkin, Detroit Red Wings 

47 GP, 15-28-43, ATOI: 19:52 

Larkin’s continuing to produce at just shy of the point-per-game mark 
which is strong work considering the diminished help on his flanks. Tyler 
Bertuzzi has been injured for most of this season and Lucas Raymond 
has gone through a mini-sophomore slump. 

The strongest force working in Larkin’s favor is the inflating market value 
for top-six centers. Mathew Barzal inked a long-term extension with a 
$9.15 million cap hit despite not having hit the point-per-game mark 
during the last five seasons and Horvat just signed for eight years at a 
$8.5 million cap hit. Larkin isn’t having the type of dominant platform year 
Horvat is, but the former’s career points and goals rate is higher, plus 
he’s a year younger. 

Stock: Up   

Vladimir Tarasenko, St. Louis Blues 

38 GP, 10-19-29, ATOI: 17:31 

Tarasenko erased a lot of the red flags surrounding his shoulder health 
— which cost him most of the 2019-20 and 2021 seasons — by scoring 
34 goals and a career-high 82 points last season. He hasn’t been able to 
sustain that peak output though, producing just 10 goals and 29 points in 
38 games. 

Tarasenko scored 26 five-on-five goals in 2021-22 but he has just six so 
far this season, which has been accompanied by a decline in his shot 
rate. 

The 31-year-old sniper can still add a lot of value but he’s not someone 
you want to lean on as The Guy anymore. 

Stock: Down   

Tristan Jarry, Pittsburgh Penguins 

27 GP, 16-5-5, .921 save percentage 

Jarry’s authored a terrific bounce-back the last couple of years after 
imploding in the 2021 playoffs against the Islanders. He’s been a rock in 
net with a .921 save percentage and nearly 10 goals saved above 
expected this season according to Evolving-Hockey’s model. 

The problem is that he’s running into injury issues for a second 
consecutive year. Jarry was unavailable until Game 7 against the 
Rangers last spring which probably cost Pittsburgh that series and he 
missed a big chunk of games in January which has left the club spiraling 
and clinging onto the final wild-card spot. 

Jarry’s played like a borderline star — nobody is questioning his talent — 
but he needs to prove he’s durable enough to count on. 

Stock: Up   

Ryan O’Reilly, St. Louis Blues 

37 GP, 10-6-16, ATOI: 18:26 
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O’Reilly definitely seems to have lost a step and has suffered without 
David Perron. It doesn’t help his case that a broken foot has kept him out 
of the lineup since Dec 31. 

The 2019 Conn Smythe winner’s elite defensive reputation, impeccable 
work rate, leadership and clutch ability to step up in the playoffs still hold 
a lot of value around the league. But O’Reilly’s 32 and it’s fair to worry 
that this may be the start of a decline. That could definitely make teams 
conservative and disciplined about the term they offer on his next 
contract. 

Some teams have short memories though so that concern could 
evaporate with a strong second half and monster playoffs in a more 
favorable environment if he’s traded ahead of the deadline. 

Stock: Down   

Max Pacioretty, Carolina Hurricanes 

5 GP, 3-0-3, ATOI: 13:39 

You have to feel for Pacioretty. The 34-year-old left winger rehabbed 
tirelessly to return from his torn Achilles only to reportedly retear it which 
will keep him out for the remainder of 2022-23. 

Stock: Down   

The impact players 

For this tier, we’ll only examine players whose value has significantly 
swung in some direction. That means players with relatively flat stock 
values (eg: Michael Bunting, Dmitry Orlov, Alex Killorn, Semyon 
Varlamov, Jordan Staal, etc) won’t be analyzed. 

Matt Dumba, Minnesota Wild 

46 GP, 4-8-12, ATOI: 21:17 

Dumba just hasn’t been the same since tearing his pectoral muscle in a 
fight with Matthew Tkachuk in 2019. He still played like a legitimate top-
four defender the last couple of years but his game has been on a 
downward slope this season. 

The 28-year-old right-shot defender’s offensive production has been cut 
in half and his play-driving ability has dipped as well with the Wild 
controlling just a 48.9 percent share of five-on-five expected goals with 
him on the ice. He’s even been healthy scratched on a couple of 
occasions. 

Stock: Down   

Jonathan Toews, Chicago Blackhawks 

46 GP, 14-14-28, ATOI: 17:55 

Toews’ goal and point totals have rebounded well after a 2021-22 
campaign where he looked like a shadow of himself but there is more 
than meets the eye. For starters, half of Toews’ goals have come on the 
power play which is noteworthy because there aren’t many teams where 
he’d still be getting top unit minutes like he is right now. The 34-year-old 
center has scored just 1.21 points per hour at five-on-five, a fourth-line 
rate that ranks 318th out of 407 NHL forwards who’ve skated at least 250 
minutes this season. 

There’s much less talent around him though: Dominik Kubalik, Brandon 
Hagel and DeBrincat were the three forwards who shared the most five-
on-five minutes with Toews last season and all of them are gone. 

It’s important not to get expectations too high but Toews can provide 
credible middle-six value and his intangibles are still highly coveted. 

Stock: Up   

Damon Severson, New Jersey Devils 

49 GP, 4-12-16, ATOI: 20:25 

With Dougie Hamilton and John Marino locked up long-term on the right 
side, and Simon Nemec arriving soon, Damon Severson is all but 
guaranteed to move on from the Devils in free agency. Severson’s 
played well and will get paid like a bona fide top-four defender but his 
numbers definitely aren’t as sexy as they were a year ago. Severson 
achieved career-highs across the board with 11 goals, 46 points and an 
average ice time of 23:36 in 2021-22. 

New Jersey’s blue line is deeper and a bit healthier this year which has 
affected his role and resulted in his cratering production. 

Stock: Down   

Jason Zucker, Pittsburgh Penguins 

45 GP, 13-17-30, ATOI: 15:36 

Zucker is playing the best hockey of his Penguins career and it’s not 
even close. 

The speedy 31-year-old winger has elevated the second line with Evgeni 
Malkin. He’s been tenacious on pucks, played with an edge and is fourth 
on the Penguins with 22 five-on-five points this season. Most importantly, 
he’s stayed mostly healthy (knock on wood) after missing big chunks in 
each of the last three campaigns. 

Stock: Up   

John Klingberg, Anaheim Ducks 

43 GP, 6-11-17, ATOI: 21:05 

The last 12 months must have been a nightmare for Klingberg in terms of 
missed financial opportunities. Klingberg dug in his heels during 
extension talks with the Stars which led him to the free-agent market. He 
miscalculated the market and had to settle for a one-year, $7-million 
contract with the Ducks — essentially kicking the can down the road, 
trying again for a big payday. 

Klingberg’s play has diminished that hope. The 30-year-old right-shot 
defenseman has scored just 17 points in 43 games, down significantly 
from the 47 points he notched last season. He’s struggled defensively 
and has been lit up for goals against at an alarming rate. 

Stock: Down   

Tyler Bertuzzi, Detroit Red Wings 

17 GP, 1-4-5, ATOI: 16:00 

Bertuzzi broke out with 30 goals and 62 points in 68 games in 2021-22 
but his stock could not be lower right now. The scrappy goal scorer has 
appeared in just 17 games due to injuries. Durability has to be a major 
red flag given that he only appeared in nine games during the entire 2021 
campaign as well. 

The 27-year-old winger hasn’t looked like himself at all when he has 
been in the lineup either, notching just one goal in 17 games. 

No team can justify a big-ticket, long-term commitment at this juncture — 
he needs a huge second half to resuscitate his value. 

Stock: Down   

J.T. Compher 

48 GP, 10-20-30, ATOI: 20:16 

Colorado’s forward injuries, coupled with the hole Nazem Kadri left at 2C, 
have opened the door for J.T. Compher to embrace a much bigger role. 
The speedy two-way center has logged more than 20 minutes per game, 
driven admirable play-driving results and this is the fourth consecutive 
season where he’s surrendered less than two goals against per hour at 
five-on-five. 

Compher’s essentially maintained his excellent defensive results while 
expanding his offensive output amid the bigger role, making a legitimate 
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push for 50 points in 2022-23, which would shatter his previous career 
highs. 

The 27-year-old is still best suited to anchoring a third line on a Cup 
contender but he’s hit new levels this season and has possibly priced 
himself out of Colorado. 

Stock: Up   

Alex Kerfoot 

52 GP, 7-16-23, ATOI: 14:39 

Kerfoot hit a career-high 51 points last season but it hasn’t been rosy for 
him since. He didn’t produce much in the playoffs last spring and has put 
up points at a pedestrian rate this season. He has value as a versatile, 
speedy bottom-six forward but he’s almost certainly going to be a cap 
casualty this summer and he’s not riding a high note on his performance 
into free-agency the way Ilya Mikheyev, for example, was last year. 

Stock: Down   

Brian Dumoulin 

49 GP, 0-12-12, ATOI: 20:20 

Dumoulin hasn’t been the shutdown maestro that he was during the 
Penguins’ championship runs for a while now. That decline has only 
become more prevalent. 

Dumoulin has been on and off of a pair with longtime partner Kris Letang. 
He’s struggled to make plays with the puck and although his game has 
stabilized compared to earlier in the season, it hasn’t been sufficient 
overall. The 31-year-old has logged hard miles over his career and 
simply doesn’t look capable of being a top-four mainstay moving forward. 

Stock: Down   

Frederik Andersen 

11-3-0, .903 save percentage 

Teams flat-out can’t rely on Andersen because of how prone he is to 
injuries, which have limited him to just 15 games this season. 

Stock: Down   

Shayne Gostisbehere 

48 GP, 9-20-29, ATOI: 22:38 

Gostisbehere went from an extremely promising young player to waivers 
material for the Flyers. The 29-year-old offensive defenseman has 
revived his career in the desert. He scored 51 points last season and will 
have another shot at a 50-point campaign this year. Gostisbehere still 
has defensive warts in his game, but he carries value as a serviceable 
player, especially if he can fit in an environment with the right partner and 
sheltered minutes. 

Stock: Up   

Jonathan Quick 

8-12-4, .881 save percentage 

Quick’s legacy with the Kings will always be secure. But now at 37-years-
old, his game finally appears to be falling apart. The veteran netminder 
was solid in 46 games last season with a .910 save percentage but he’s 
been leaky and unreliable, forcing the Kings to lean heavily on 
journeyman Pheonix Copley. 

Stock: Down   

Andreas Johnsson, Craig Smith and Alex Nedeljkokic  

All three have landed on waivers at some point this season despite 
carrying modestly high salaries. 

Stock: Down   

(Top photo of Patrick Kane and Dylan Larkin: Jonathan Daniel / Jpg 
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A brief history of decent NHL players becoming trade deadline darlings 
for some reason 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

It’s trade deadline season, and that means it’s time to fire up the rumor 
mill and figure out who’s going to be moved. This time of year is all sorts 
of fun for hockey fans, and this season’s trade board features several 
stars who seem likely to be dealt, including Patrick Kane, Timo Meier, 
Ryan O’Reilly and Jakob Chychrun. 

Those are legitimately big names, which we don’t always get at deadline 
time. But that’s fine because hockey fans and media are going to go all in 
on trade talk whether the market deserves it or not. And that leads to one 
of my favorite trade deadline traditions: the perfectly adequate player 
who suddenly becomes one of the hottest names available for reasons 
nobody is quite clear on. 

It’s honestly pretty great, our own little hockey-themed version of the 
1600s tulip craze. You hear a guy’s name mentioned once and you 
shrug. Then he keeps coming up, over and over, and suddenly you’re 
hearing that the asking price is a first-round pick. You’re confused, but 
eventually, you get worn down, and the next thing you know you’re on 
hold with your local sports radio station so you can yell about how your 
GM better get this guy, price be damned. 

Then the deadline ends, the guy barely makes an impact on his new 
team, and we all look at each other and wonder what the heck that was 
all about. 

I love those guys. So today, we’re going to remember 10 of the best 
examples of this deadline phenomenon, with a brief history of decent 
players who suddenly got to be the belle of the ball for a few weeks, even 
if none of us can quite remember why. 

2006: Brendan Witt 

Who they were: A 31-year-old defenseman who’d played his entire 
career with the Capitals, Witt was a physical presence. He was also a 20-
goal scorer. As in, he had scored a total of 20 goals over his 10 years in 
the NHL. 

Why they were in demand: This will shock you, but veteran, hard-nosed 
defensemen are going to show up on this list more than once. Also, Witt 
had asked for a trade to a contender. 

Brendan Witt in 2016. (Dave Sandford / Jpg 

Quote that captures the general vibe: “Witt, a rugged, stay-at-home 
defenseman, has been a mainstay on the Capitals’ blue line for a 
decade. His departure will leave a huge void in the locker room and in 
the lineup … He was also a vocal leader and the team’s most 
experienced defenseman.” — Washington Post 

The eventual deal: The Capitals sent Witt to Nashville for a first-round 
pick and Kris Beech. 

How it turned out: Witt played 22 games for the Predators, recording 
three points before their season ended in a first-round loss to the Sharks. 
He signed with the Islanders that summer, where he was run over by an 
SUV. Oh, and the first-round pick turned into Semyon Varlamov. 

2011: Dustin Penner 
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Who they were: Years after the offer sheet that almost led to a barn fight, 
Penner had settled in as a productive winger on some very bad Oiler 
teams, peaking with a 31-goal season in 2010. He’d also been 
occasionally accused of being out of shape, but haven’t we all. 

Why they were in demand: This was back in the era where power 
forwards were still a thing, and while Penner wasn’t exactly Cam Neely, 
he was a big winger who could contribute offensively. Also, the Oilers did 
a very good job of playing the “we might not actually want to move him 
after all” card, which always drives up interest. And it was just a generally 
bland deadline, so somebody had to be the main attraction. 

Quote that captures the general vibe: “The 28-year-old power forward 
has a good pair of hands to go along with his 6-foot-4, 245-pound frame. 
He figures to fit in well with a team that covets size and the ability to play 
around the net …” — LA Daily News 

The eventual deal: The Oilers sent Penner to the Kings for a first, a 
conditional third and a prospect. 

How it turned out: Penner scored just three goals the rest of the way for 
the Kings, and just 15 more in parts of two additional seasons. One of 
those was the 2012 Cup win, though, so in that sense maybe you say 
this one worked out OK. It was better than that for Edmonton, as they 
turned the first into Oscar Klefbom. 

2012: Paul Gaustad 

Who they were: At 30, Gaustad had evolved into a perfectly serviceable 
bottom-six center who’d spent his entire career with the Sabres. 

Why they were in demand: He’d never had more than 12 goals or 36 
points, but he was physical and could win faceoffs, and there’s always a 
deadline team that’s convinced that’s what they need. All that said, when 
rumors started floating around that the Sabres wanted a first for him, 
most of us laughed. 

Quote that captures the general vibe: “Gaustad has a lot of strong tools. 
He’s good in the faceoff circle, he can play any forward position and is 
good on the defensive side of the puck. But a first-rounder for him? Yeah, 
that’s asking quite a bit.” — SB Nation. 

The eventual deal: They got the first. The Predators sent their 2012 pick 
to Buffalo for Gaustad and a fourth. 

How it turned out: Gaustad appeared in 24 games for Nashville the rest 
of the way, posting one goal and six points as the Preds went out in the 
second round. He stuck around, though, and played regular depth 
minutes for the team until 2016. 

2013: Douglas Murray 

Who they were: A big defensive defenseman who’d been in and out of 
the lineup all year and was about to turn 33. 

Why they were in demand: Nobody was quite sure. Least of all Sharks 
fans, many of whom had turned on the guy months ago. Still, big 
defensemen will always be in demand at the deadline. A more interesting 
question was why the Sharks would want to move him, since they were 
still a contender. 

Quote that captures the general vibe: “Douglas Murray looks like the guy 
that would sell you medieval swords at a Renaissance Fair.” — This 
dude on Twitter 10 years ago. He wasn’t remotely wrong, although 
whether this is a pro or a con for Murray’s value is left as an exercise for 
the reader. 

The eventual deal: The Sharks sent him to the Penguins for a pair of 
second-round picks. This was part of Pittsburgh’s big all-in deadline that 
also saw them get Jarome Iginla and Brenden Morrow. 

How it turned out: Murray skated slow and hit guys, as expected, but the 
Penguins got swept in the conference finals. He’d sign with the Habs in 
the offseason, and was out of the NHL for good a year later. Fun fact: 
One of the picks from this deal ended up with Detroit, who took Tyler 
Bertuzzi. 

2015: Antoine Vermette 

Who they were: By 2015, Vermette was a 32-year-old journeyman who 
was five years removed from a career-best 65-point season with the Blue 
Jackets. 

Why they were in demand: He’d scored 24 goals the year before, and he 
was a good faceoff man and defensive center. In a year where there 
weren’t any impact forwards available apart from an old Jaromir Jagr, 
Vermette emerged as the must-have piece. 

Quote that captures the general vibe: “There’s a lot of interest, obviously 
… The Blackhawks do have talented young players/prospects and 
Vermette would be a perfect fit, a versatile forward who could flit around 
the lineup.” — Elliotte Friedman. 

The eventual deal: Friedman nailed it, as the Hawks sent a first and a 
prospect to the Coyotes to rent Vermette. 

How it turned out: This one was kind of weird. In 19 regular-season 
games, Vermette was a miserable fit in Chicago, recording no goals and 
just three assists. When the playoffs started, he was a healthy scratch. 
But he eventually got back into the lineup and scored a crucial overtime 
goal, and the Hawks did win the Cup, so maybe you say it worked out for 
everyone. 

2016: Kris Russell 

Who they were: Russell was a 28-year-old defensive defenseman who 
was on his third NHL team. He didn’t score much, but he was tough and 
blocked a lot of shots. 

Why they were in demand: Because he’s a winner, and you’d know that if 
you looked up from your spreadsheet and actually watched the games. 

Yeah, this was back when we used to get into huge fights over random 
players and their analytics, and there may never have been a bigger fight 
than this one. Let’s just go with he blocked a lot of shots, and that was 
apparently worth at least a first-round pick. 

Quote that captures the general vibe: “Analytics naysayers be damned. 
Let the bidding begin … Those who don’t follow the Flames very closely 
may know him as a second-pairing defenceman on a bottom-feeding 
team. However, as the son of a bullfighter who owns the NHL record for 
blocked shots, the 28-year-old junior stud comes armed with endless 
character and talent. The quiet blue-liner is revered in the dressing room, 
plays the powerplay, kills penalties and was the Flames best player in 
last year’s first round win over Vancouver.” — Sportsnet. Honestly, you 
really need to read the whole thing to get a sense of what the market felt 
like. 

Kris Russell in 2015. (Patrick Smith / Jpg 

Bonus analytics quote that captures that general vibe: “What Russell is is 
Kevan Miller if he were to be hit by more pucks. In fact, he’s WORSE 
than Kevan Miller by a quite considerable margin.” — Stanley Cup of 
Chowder. OK, fine, but what if I told you he was the son of a bullfighter? 

The eventual deal: The Flames sent Russell to the Stars for a plickspect, 
including a conditional second-rounder that could become a first. (It 
didn’t.) Honestly, after all the hype, it felt like a letdown that the Flames 
couldn’t get even more. 

How it turned out: After all that drama, Russell was fine in his brief Dallas 
stint, even as the Stars went out in the second round. 

(By the way, the Great Kris Russell Trade Deadline Bidding War of 2016 
that ended up being a bit of a bust is not to be confused with the Great 
Kris Russell Free Agent Bidding War of 2016, which also ended up being 
a bit of a bust.) 

2017: Martin Hanzal 

Who they were: Having just turned 30, Hanzal was a center who’d spent 
his entire career with the Coyotes. He’d never scored more than 16 goals 
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or 41 points and had a history of getting hurt, but he was big. Like, really 
big. 

Why they were in demand: You saw the part about him being big, right? 
Also, everyone got him mixed up with Michal Handzus, so he spent his 
career getting credit for two players’ worth of results. 

Quote that captures the general vibe: “One of the most complete players 
who might be available prior to the trade deadline is Hanzal … Whether 
he’s winning faceoffs, going into corners, playing tough minutes, working 
on special teams or pitching in offensively, Hanzal is a highly versatile 
player who would be of value for virtually any contender.” — NHL.com 

The eventual deal: Hanzal went to the Wild for a first, a second, and a 
conditional pick that could have been as high as another second. It was 
kind of a lot. 

How it turned out: Hanzal was decent in 20 regular-season games with 
Minnesota, posting 13 points in 20 games. Then the playoffs arrived, and 
he contributed one point in a first-round loss to the Blues. He signed with 
Dallas in the offseason. 

2019: Ryan Dzingel 

Who they were: Dzingel was a 26-year-old forward and in the midst of his 
second straight 20-goal season for the Senators. 

Why they were in demand: As far as deadline rentals went, Dzingel was 
at least younger and cheaper than most, and was having a solid season. 
Also, his name was fun to say, which probably made those negotiations 
more entertaining. 

Quote that captures the general vibe: “Dzingel is your prototypical ‘guy 
who seems like he won’t cost much in a trade but someone ends up 
overpaying because several teams covet him’ type of deadline player.” — 
ESPN’s Greg Wyshynski. 

The eventual deal: Dzingel went to the Blue Jackets in exchange for two 
second-round picks and Anthony Duclair. This was back when the Blue 
Jackets were going all in on a playoff push, having already traded for 
Matt Duchene and deciding to keep pending UFAs Artemi Panarin and 
Sergei Bobrovsky. 

How it turned out: Dzingel had just four goals in 21 regular-season 
games in Columbus, then added one more in two playoff rounds during 
which he was briefly a healthy scratch. He signed with the Hurricanes in 
the offseason. Meanwhile, Duclair broke out and became a 30-goal 
scorer. All that said, that two-round playoff run was the longest in Blue 
Jackets history, so … yay? 

2021: Nick Foligno 

Who they were: At 33, Foligno was a hard-nosed winger and the Blue 
Jackets captain. He’d also scored 30 goals … six years ago. This 
season, he’d put up 16 points. 

Why they were in demand: NHL GMs love themselves a respected 
leader at the deadline. That’s especially true for teams that are already 
stacked with talent but can’t quite get over the hump in a hard-hitting 
playoff series. Yes, that was foreshadowing, thanks for noticing. 

Quote that captures the general vibe: “There have been teams, I’m told, 
that have kicked the tires on Nick Foligno, who would be a real prime 
target as a pending UFA and is a physical player and the leader of the 
Blue Jackets. He’s just the kind of guy you would want to add to your top 
six come playoff time.” — TSN. 

The eventual deal: Foligno went to the Maple Leafs in exchange for a 
first-round pick and a fourth, with the Sharks also tagging in to retain 
salary. 

How it turned out: Foligno arrived in Toronto, was very obviously hurt, 
and never scored a goal in a Maple Leafs uniform. The Leafs lost to the 
Habs in the first round and Foligno signed with the Bruins in the 
offseason. He did have that one fight with Corey Perry, though, so there’s 
that. 

By the way, the Blue Jackets managed to pull off the rare feat of dealing 
two of these sorts of players at the same deadline, also getting a first 
from Tampa for defenseman David Savard. That was also ridiculous, 
although I’m told the Lightning playoff run lasted a little longer than 
Toronto’s. 

2022: Ben Chiarot 

Who they were: A 30-year-old defenseman who’d spent most of his 
career on the third pairing in Winnipeg and Montreal, but had seen his 
reputation rise after playing big minutes in the Habs’ 2021 run to the final. 

Why they were in demand: Like Witt and Russell before him, he was big 
and mean and could eat minutes. Also, the blue-line market was looking 
weak. Beyond that, nobody really knew. 

Quote that captures the general vibe: “In all my years of doing this, I’ve 
never seen the market price so out of step with the numbers. Every year 
there are a few players that are overhyped or overpriced, sure, but never 
like this with Chiarot … Big and mean does not mean good … At best, 
Chiarot is a third pairing defender masquerading as something more with 
someone else doing a majority of the work. At best. At worst, he’s an 
anchor that will sink a contending team’s chances.” — Guess who. 

The eventual deal: The Habs found a sucker taker in the Panthers, 
sending Chiarot to Florida for a first, a fourth and a prospect. 

How it turned out: Not great! Chiarot was fine in Florida, but the 122-point 
Panthers got swept in the second round and he signed with Detroit in the 
offseason. Worse, the first-round pick ended up being an unprotected 
selection in this year’s stacked draft, and the Panthers might not even 
make the playoffs. 

Relatedly, how have we not given Chiarot the nickname “bitcoin” yet? His 
value shot up in 2021, nobody understood why, and it was a disaster for 
the poor sucker who bought in a year late. It even works with his initials. 
Please tell me this is already a thing. 

2023: To Be Determined 

Who’ll be this year’s Chiarot? Will there even be one, given that we have 
actual star players to talk about? For a while, it certainly seemed like 
Blue Jackets defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov was headed in that 
direction, but I worry that he’s peaked too early with the deadline still 
weeks away. Is it too late to buy shares in Luke Schenn? Only time will 
tell, but here’s hoping somebody steps up to continue one of the great 
NHL traditions. 
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Buckley: Why Marty Walsh is a good choice to lead the NHLPA 

 

Steve Buckley 

 

My first interaction with Marty Walsh took place in, of all places, the office 
of New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft. 

It was December 2013, and Walsh was about to begin his first term as 
mayor of Boston. The meeting with Kraft was a meet-and-greet; I just 
happened to be there to speak with Kraft about matters that had 
absolutely nothing to do with Walsh or any other facets of Boston politics. 
I stepped outside in order that these two movers and shakers could get 
to know each other a little, my guess being they’d discuss Kraft’s dream 
of seeing a soccer-specific stadium built inside the city limits for the MLS 
team he owns, the New England Revolution. 

But I did hang around long enough to talk with Walsh after his meeting 
with Kraft had ended. As reports surfaced Tuesday that Walsh was set to 
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take over as executive director of the NHLPA, I thought back to that 
conversation. 

NEWS: Sources tell @DailyFaceoff U.S. Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh 
will be formally installed as next Executive Director of @NHLPA in the 
coming days, following Tuesday's State of the Union address by 
@POTUS. 

Full story:https://t.co/GEuuLVNBGC 

— Frank Seravalli (@frank_seravalli) February 7, 2023 

What I remember most is that he quickly ditched the veneer of 
professional politician for no other reason than because he wanted to talk 
sports. I’m going to use that as a jumping-off point, then. 

Yes, Walsh has a long resume on the labor front, from his days as a 
union president in Boston to his most recent job as United States 
Secretary of Labor in the Biden administration. Yes, he has extensive 
experience negotiating complex deals. Yes, his career as a politician has 
likely taught him how to deal with difficult issues and disagreements. Yes, 
he was the designated survivor during the State of the Union address on 
Tuesday. And yes, all of that is important. But this is my Three Things 
You Need to Know About Marty Walsh That Have Nothing to do with 
Labor or Politics column. 

We’ll know soon enough what Walsh’s plans are with the NHL Players’ 
Association. In the meantime, you should know that … 

He’s a recovering alcoholic who has spoken candidly about his struggles 

Before he went into politics, Marty Walsh went into detox. But, really, 
never mind the politics; Walsh learned as far back as 1995 he wasn’t 
going to have much of a life if he didn’t get past the drunkenness and the 
blackouts. 

Walsh grew up in Boston’s Dorchester section, as did his longtime pal 
Kevin Hayes, whose two sons, Kevin and Jimmy, made it to the NHL. 
Young Kevin, now in his eighth season, represented the Flyers in the 
NHL All-Star Game in Sunrise, Fla., last weekend. Jimmy Hayes, who 
played seven years in the NHL, including parts of two seasons with his 
hometown Bruins, died in 2021. He was 31. It was later determined that 
substance abuse played a role in his death. 

Walsh attended the services. 

“He’s a very honest man,” said Kevin Sr. “He might be honest to a fault. 
I’m a big fan, as you can tell. But beyond that he’s a big community guy. 
Him being at (Jimmy’s funeral) meant so much to us. I don’t remember 
what he said, but he didn’t have to say anything. 

“He’s helped a lot of people,” he said. “A lot of people. That’s what 
people need to know.” 

Dave McKay, a retired constituent services officer at Boston City Hall, 
said, “He’s still involved in the rehab community. He supports hundreds 
of people in Boston and in the unions. He became a leader in the fight 
against addiction before he became an elected official.” 

He’s an ally of the LGBTQ+ community 

Under different circumstances, it might not be a talking point that Walsh, 
even before he became mayor of Boston, was a supporter of Boston’s 
LGBTQ+ community. But two NHL teams — first the Flyers, followed by 
the Rangers — scaled back scheduled Pride Night events over the past 
two weeks. The Rangers’ event became a public relations disaster after 
the team abandoned an announced plan to have players wear custom-
made Pride sweaters and use sticks wrapped in rainbow tape during 
warmups prior to a game against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

“You know what our goals, our values and our intentions are across the 
league, whether it’s at the league level or at the club level,” said NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman on Saturday. “But we also have to respect 
some individual choice. And part of being diverse and welcoming is 
understanding those differences.” 

Of course, Walsh’s new job won’t mean NHL players are going to bring 
100 percent participation to the league’s Pride activities. What it would 
mean is that the NHL Players’ Association would be in the hands of a 
known ally at a time when the league has said it is focusing on improving 
in the DEI department. That’s a start. 

“Marty Walsh supported the LGBTQ+ sports community significantly 
during his time as mayor,” said Marc Davino, who was a founder of Pride 
Sports Boston, an umbrella organization that represents all of Boston’s 
LGBTQ+ sports groups. “He’s a true friend of our community.” 

Yes, he really is a big sports fan 

A frequent criticism levied at some of the high-profile people in our 
professional sports leagues — on both the labor and the management 
sides — is that they don’t seem to bleed the product. Walsh, on the other 
hand, is a sports junkie who will be working in sports. 

From being the proud owner of Patriots season tickets to sponsoring 
youth hockey in Dorchester, Walsh has shown he loves sport. He’s a 
frequent guest at the annual banquet held by the Boston Park League — 
he also sponsored a team, called Walsh Club — and he’s been a regular 
at Opening Day at Fenway Park. In 2022, as Labor Secretary, he offered 
to help end the MLB lockout. 

In May 2020 I sent Walsh a text in which I posed the following question: 
What are some of the things you’re most looking forward to doing once 
the pandemic has been controlled and we’re able to live something close 
to a normal life again? 

Putting on his politician’s cap, Walsh responded with: “One of the things 
I’m looking forward to, as mayor of Boston, is shaking hands.” 

But the fanboy in Walsh had some input. 

“I’m praying I can go to Foxboro for the first game of the season. I know 
we don’t have Tom Brady anymore but I’m really looking forward to 
sitting in my seats at Gillette Stadium and watching the Patriots.” 

Walsh doesn’t make appearances at sporting events. He goes to sporting 
events. Big difference. 
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LeBrun rumblings: Patrick Kane trade decision coming, no-move clauses 
that could impact the deadline and more 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

 

There should be clarity “relatively soon” on whether veteran Blackhawks 
winger Patrick Kane is prepared to entertain a trade, his agent Pat 
Brisson told The Athletic on Tuesday. 

Kane, who has a full no-move clause, could obviously just stay put for 
this season if he chooses, deciding his next move this summer when he’s 
an unrestricted free agent. 

But should Kane want Chicago to commence with trade proceedings, 
Brisson said teams would be given at least seven to 10 days advance 
word ahead of the March 3 deadline to prepare. 

I didn’t mention the “at least” part when I talked about this on TSN’s 
Insider Trading, but it’s worth pointing out here. The point is that if Kane 
is willing to go through with this, Brisson doesn’t want to surprise teams 
at the last minute. 

INSIDER TRADING: #TSNHockey Insiders discuss… 

– Sens sale price could exceed $800M 
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– Kane decision coming “relatively soon” 

– Oilers/Kings overlapping D targets 

– Horvat deal should benefit Larkin 

– Walsh on verge of taking over NHLPA 

WATCH  : https://t.co/h3iPtT18ar pic.twitter.com/oAybjdbZJe 

— TSN Hockey (@TSNHockey) February 7, 2023 

That’s all Brisson was ready to share at this juncture, but I would venture 
to guess, based on how the veteran agent handled Claude Giroux’s trade 
process a year ago — Giroux also had a full no-move clause — that if 
Kane gives it the green light, we’re probably talking only two or three 
teams involved, maximum. 

That, as it did for the Flyers a year ago, may limit Chicago’s potential 
return. 

Beware the power of the no-move or no-trade clause on both the 
potential return in a trade and how it limits the market. It wasn’t just 
Giroux recently. Taylor Hall rightfully used his no-trade leverage to land 
in Boston two years ago at the deadline, with the Sabres only getting a 
second-round pick out of it. And we saw what happened last year with 
Evgenii Dadonov’s rescinded trade from Vegas to Anaheim at the 
deadline. 

Looking around the league, there’s a healthy list of no-trade clauses 
among potential trade targets. 

First, here’s a list of players teams may be calling about who have no-
trade protection: 

Patrick Kane, full NMC 

Jonathan Toews, full NMC 

Vladimir Tarasenko, full NTC 

Dylan Larkin, full NTC 

Joel Edmundson, partial NTC 

John Klingberg, partial NTC 

Sean Monahan, partial NTC 

Matt Dumba, partial NTC 

Kevin Shattenkirk, partial NTC 

Evgenii Dadonov, partial NTC 

And some of the trade candidates without no-trade protection: 

Ryan O’Reilly 

Jakob Chychrun 

Timo Meier 

Vladislav Gavrikov 

Tyler Bertuzzi 

Max Domi 

Brock Boeser 

James van Riemsdyk 

Ivan Barbashev 

Luke Schenn 

So the market is wide open for the Blues on O’Reilly and the Sharks on 
Meier, for example, but limited for St. Louis on Tarasenko, depending on 
where he wants to go. 

I don’t think Larkin is getting traded, for what it’s worth. I believe he will 
re-sign with the Red Wings despite what has been a prolonged 
negotiation, but I put him on the list as a reminder that even if those 
contract talks went south, Larkin could still decide to stay put if he wanted 
through March 3. That’s his call. 

Oilers, Kings and overlapping D targets 

One of the interesting subplots in the Pacific Division is Edmonton and 
Los Angeles and what we believe to be overlapping blue-line targets, on 
the left side specifically. 

From Jakob Chychrun to Vladislav Gavrikov to Joel Edmundson, both the 
Oilers and the Kings are inquiring, which adds a little spice, especially if 
the teams meet again in the playoffs. 

The Kings have always made the most sense for Chychrun, given the 
obvious need on their left side and abundance of depth on right, but the 
price from the Coyotes so far has obviously been too high for L.A. Let’s 
see if either team blinks in the next three weeks. 

Regardless of which blueliner the Kings or Oilers end up with, the feeling 
I get right now is that both front offices are trying to be patient. 

The NHL-leading Bruins, by the way, are among the teams who have 
also recently inquired with the Coyotes on Chychrun — which is very 
interesting but also not surprising, as the B’s prefer to do hockey deals at 
this time of year and Chychrun is under contract through the 2024-25 
season. 

The so-called “hockey deal” — a trade involving a player who’s under 
contract past the current season — is rare at the NHL 
deadline.@PierreVLeBrun on how the Bruins have pulled it off in recent 
years and if the Islanders have a shot at making it 
happen.https://t.co/b0W2sQwZcQ 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 3, 2023 

Chychrun is playing great, has stayed healthy since coming back this 
season and just scored two goals Monday night. If you’re the Coyotes, do 
you risk injury by playing this out to March 3? Or do you apply pressure 
on interested bidders and try to make the deal this week? 

His stock may never be higher. Might be time to make the deal. 

Either way, give Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong credit. He set a high trade 
price a long time ago on Chychrun, and as a rival GM pointed out to me 
Tuesday, he’s been proven right for doing so now with the way Chychrun 
has played and stayed healthy. 
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U.S. Labor Secretary Marty Walsh to be named next NHLPA executive 
director: Reports 

 

The Athletic Staff, Sean Gentille 

 

The NHLPA is set to name U.S. Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh as its 
new executive director, according to multiple reports. Here’s what you 
need to know: 

Walsh will replace Don Fehr, who has held the position since 2010. 

Walsh, 55, previously served as mayor of Boston from 2014 to 2021. 

A formal announcement is expected after President Biden’s State of the 
Union address Tuesday, per reports. 

Backstory 
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Walsh’s expected appointment comes nearly a year after a seven-player 
NHLPA committee began its search for Fehr’s successor. Executive 
search firm Russell Reynolds Associates also joined the effort last 
August. 

Fehr, who also served as the MLBPA’s executive director from 1985 to 
2009, led the NHLPA through two rounds of collective bargaining in 2013 
and 2020. Last April, an independent review of the NHLPA’s response to 
Kyle Beach’s sexual assault allegations concluded Fehr, PA personnel 
and the NHL/NHLPA substance abuse and behavioral health program 
could not be identified with “any individual wrongdoing or institutional 
failures of policy or procedure.” 

Walsh is set to take over with three years remaining before the NHL’s 
next round of CBA talks. 

Assessing Fehr’s tenure 

When the NHLPA voted in April 2022 to start the search for Fehr’s 
successor, it represented a welcome change for an organization that 
historically had struggled with peaceful transitions of power. Fehr’s track 
record wasn’t perfect — the union had ceded crucial ground in each set 
of his CBA negotiations, and the systemic failure to protect Kyle Beach 
looms large. The stability Fehr brought to the job in 2010 shouldn’t be 
lost, though, especially given the chaos that preceded him. Putting the 
union in a spot to both choose and install his successor a bit more than 
three years before the expiration of the CBA should be part of Fehr’s 
legacy, too. — Gentille 

What Walsh brings to the role 

Walsh, a former laborer himself who first held his union card in 1988, is a 
fascinating choice for a few reasons; Bruins fandom aside, his work has 
largely come outside the often insular hockey world, and that alone 
represents a deviation from expectations. That lack of connections, 
conflicts and preconceived notions would seem to be a draw. Instead, the 
NHLPA seems to have gone with the best set of labor bona fides 
available to them, despite the fact that Bruins owner Jeremy Jacobs 
donated $13,000 to Walsh’s mayoral campaign. Walsh, in short, is a 
union man — not a hockey man. 

Before his time with the Biden administration and his mayorship in 
Boston, Walsh ran that city’s Building Trades Council. There, he was the 
lead representative for 35,000 union construction workers, tasked with 
negotiating on their behalf with building developers during a construction 
boom in Boston. He had responsibility and power, and he wasn’t afraid to 
use it — but he was also fair-minded enough to strike deals, win the 
mayoral election and wind up in a presidential administration. — Gentille 
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NHL’s restricted free agents: 12 players who are in for a raise 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

With a lot of focus on the trade deadline, there’s attention on one of the 
best players available: Timo Meier. 

Meier’s a restricted free agent at the end of the year. Whether in San 
Jose or elsewhere, whether he accepts his qualifying offer or gets a long-
term deal, the winger will get his bag. And he’s not the only pending 
restricted free agent in for a payday. 

That’s what The List focuses on this week: restricted free agents who 
have pumped up their values and earned raises. 

Timo Meier 

Meier’s one of the most intriguing impending restricted free agents. It’s 
not a question that he’s going to get a raise, it’s how much of a raise from 
his current $6 million cap hit and who will be the signing team.  

Given the Sharks’ cap situation and current trajectory, moving Meier 
makes the most sense. Management facing a $10 million qualifying offer 
for the winger puts pressure on the team to flip him sooner than later. 
According to The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn’s model, he’d be worth 
$10.9 million on the open market, but a signing team may hope that a 
long-term contract could come in below that, possibly closer to the $9 
million range.  

And yes, he’s worth it. Despite the Sharks’ struggles this season, Meier 
continues to crush it. San Jose goes from an above-average team in 
expected goal generation in his minutes with a ton of quality looks right in 
the quality areas to a team barren of offensive pressure when he’s on the 
bench. He’s one of the most frequent shooters in the league who can 
drive play into the zone and create his own scoring chances, with the 
finishing talent to match.  

Alex DeBrincat  

Meier’s in a similar position to DeBrincat just a few months ago, when the 
Blackhawks flipped him to the Senators in the offseason. Now, he too is 
a pending restricted free agent.  

Like Meier, DeBrincat has some leverage in his contract situation. His 
qualifying offer is $9 million. If he’s unsure of whether he wants to stick 
around in Ottawa, he could simply take a one-year deal at that offer to 
take him to unrestricted free agency in 2024.  

Of course, the Senators probably want to avoid that. Instead, it would 
make a lot of sense if they tried to solidify him as a key part of their 
forward core. At what cost is the question — right now, based on his level 
of play, his market value is on par with his current cap hit of $6.4 million. 
But that value is behind what he’s actually being paid in salary, at $9 
million.  

DeBrincat’s goal scoring is down to 1.05 tallies per 60, which trails his 
last two years. He’s upped his shot generation in all situations, and 
slightly ticked up his scoring chance creation but just isn’t having much 
scoring luck at five-on-five. Is it poor shooting luck? Does it have 
something to do with the team around him?  

The idea was for him to be centered by either Josh Norris or Tim Stützle 
this year, but he’s barely played with either one; Norris has been injured 
much of the year, and Stützle’s been on the top line. That could be an 
influencing factor that doesn’t scare off the Senators from paying the 25-
year-old, but it’s something to consider when there’s such a high cost 
associated with this next contract.  

Jesper Bratt 

The Devils didn’t commit to Bratt last year, instead opting for a one-year 
deal worth $5.45 million. That means his qualifying offer isn’t nearly as 
high as the aforementioned wingers. But considering his level of play this 
year (and last year, really), that’s probably quite a bit below what he’s 
worth.  

His market value’s up at $11.4 million thanks to his two-way efforts. 
Ahead of Monday’s game against the Canucks, Bratt scored 3.48 points 
per 60 in 2022-23, which is better than last year’s excellent season. At 
five-on-five, he makes an impact on both ends of the ice. The 24-year-old 
is sound in his own zone, strong in transition, and a dual threat in the 
offensive zone. That high-caliber play has made him a pivotal player in 
New Jersey. Maybe not enough so to get him to that lofty market value, 
but definitely out of the $5 million range he’s currently in, and out of the 
bridge-deal zone he’s lived in these last few years. Management 
probably wants to keep him somewhere below the Jack Hughes range 
contract-wise, but he has some leverage as the team’s best winger to get 
paid.  

Pierre-Luc Dubois  
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Coaching can make a world of difference, and it’s a major reason why 
the Jets look like a playoff team this season. Dubois is one of the many 
players on his team who is exceeding expectations that were lowered 
over the last few years in Winnipeg. Thanks to his ability to generate 
chances, especially in the net-front area, his individual impact has 
increased the Jets’ expected goal generation by almost nine percent 
more than the average skater in his minutes when accounting for zone 
starts, competition faced and coaching at five-on-five. Plus, there’s his 
power-play production. All of that has bolstered his scoring to 3.25 points 
per 60, a career high and almost one full point better than last year’s 
pace.  

Dubois is only owed a qualifying offer that matches his current salary, $6 
million. He’s in the midst of a one-year deal and is just a season away 
from unrestricted free agency. Does he commit to Winnipeg and sign 
somewhere closer to his market value that’s spiked up to $8.9 million?  
Or, does he aim for another short-term contract so he can choose his 
own future? That may lead to his time in Winnipeg ending before summer 
2024, and lessen what he’ll earn in the interim.  

Filip Chytil  

It’s always a good time to have a career year ahead of contract 
negotiations. Chytil started popping off last year as a part of the Rangers’ 
kid line, and he’s keeping it up this year with bests across the board. He’s 
in the second year of a two-year bridge that carries a $2.3 million cap hit 
and is certainly showing New York what he’s worth during it. At minimum, 
he can sign for a qualifying offer of $2.6 million. But now may be the time 
the Rangers try to sign him with term, since he’s proven to be such a 
pivotal piece in their middle six. Will that contract reach the heights of his 
$6.4 million market value? Probably not — that’s what the center would 
be worth on the open market, which he isn’t going to reach as an RFA. 
The team likely tries to aim in the range between that market value and 
his current salary. But if Chytil keeps up at this pace, he may be able to 
push closer to his worth. 

Troy Terry 

Everything is bad in Anaheim this season, but Terry’s pace isn’t too far 
off from his career year in 2021-22. He’s not scoring goals at the same 
clip, but has upped his shot production and is still producing 2.55 points 
per 60. While his underlying numbers at five-on-five have taken a huge 
hit, he still has a positive impact relative to his teammates. So what’s 
going on in Anaheim shouldn’t impact his earnings — Terry’s done 
enough these last two years to show his individual value, which the 
Ducks should want as a part of this rebuilding process. That’s likely going 
to mean a big jump in earnings for the player on pace for 69 points. A 
deal around his market value of $6.3 million with some term seems 
perfectly reasonable for both sides of the equation here, for a contract 
that’ll kick in when he’s 26 years old.  

Trevor Zegras 

Terry isn’t the only player the Ducks have to extend this summer. Unlike 
the winger, Zegras is going for his second contract now that his entry-
level contract is expiring. So his qualifying offer isn’t anything exorbitant, 
it’s less than $900,000. The Ducks could take two paths here. They could 
give him a bridge deal before committing long-term to see whether he 
can be the leading star of the future or a top-six complimentary piece. 
The other option is going for term immediately, in the hopes it’ll save 
money in the future. Since Zegras is only 22 years old, either option is a 
reasonable path. There isn’t yet a clear pattern for Pat Verbeek as 
general manager to know how he’ll proceed, but maybe this summer 
should help start clarifying that.  

Dylan Cozens 

Speaking of players who will be coming off their entry-level contracts, 
there’s Cozens in Buffalo. He’s had an encouraging start to his NHL 
career, and is really starting to put his skill on display this season. The 
center is excellent at getting the puck into the zone, and now is building 
on that to turn those entries into scoring chances more consistently.   

Buffalo’s been willing to bet on their players sooner than later — Mattias 
Samuelsson and Tage Thompson were each signed ahead of their 
contracts’ expiration in an effort to save money. So do the Sabres take a 
similar approach here? Or, do they add to the league trend of signing 
future stars to lengthy contracts early into the NHL careers to ensure they 
pay skaters in their primes?  

If Cozens signs with term now, it probably won’t reach his $6 million 
market value. But maybe it comes in a bit below that in the $4-5 million 
range. If not, there’s always the option of going short-term first. 

Cole Caufield 

Rounding out this group of forwards on expiring ELCs is Caufield in 
Montreal. The winger’s NHL career got off to a rocky start, but since 
Marty St. Louis took over behind the bench, Caufield’s played to his 
strengths. The winger’s one of the more frequent shooters in the league, 
who is at his best when he can drive to the quality areas and let his 
finishing talent shine.  

Even when factoring in the team’s current state around him, 
management should have a strong enough idea of who this player is now 
that they’ve seen him build on where he left off last year. Will that inspire 
a more cautious approach with a bridge deal? Or will they go term 
immediately, as they did with Nick Suzuki? That was a contract signed by 
Marc Bergevin, not Jeff Gorton, so it’s a different situation from before.  

A shorter-term contract probably keeps the cap hit in the $2-3 million 
range. A longer-term deal, however, could push him closer to the $5 
million range. It’s not just a question of whether the team is willing to 
leap, but if a player first wants term or a chance to bet on themself to 
increase their worth.  

K’Andre Miller 

Sticking with the Wisconsin Badger connection, there’s Miller in New 
York. With his entry-level contract expiring, management faces an 
interesting decision with a key defenseman in their top four.  

Miller’s a natural athlete, with a long reach and skating stride that makes 
him so challenging to play against. And he’s really grown into using those 
attributes to his advantage — to break up plays with his stick, play with a 
physical edge and start chipping into the offense more consistently. So 
how does management proceed here? It could be in the Rangers’ best 
interest to lock him up sooner than later, considering the growth in his 
game over the last year. That could be at a team-friendly cost, 
somewhere in the $4-6 million range. But New York may also try to keep 
costs down right now, with a deal closer to the $2 million range, over the 
next couple of years. That, of course, always comes with the risk of a 
pricer raise down the road. 

Vince Dunn 

It took Dunn time to hit his stride and reach his potential, but he’s playing 
at such a high level in Seattle now. He’s putting up points, and his play 
below the surface supports that. Along with being a positive influence on 
the Kraken’s scoring, he’s a plus when it comes to their shot and 
expected goal generation relative to his teammates at five-on-five. That’s 
pushed him up to a legitimate top-pairing role with the team.  

How does that affect his contract situation? This summer, he’ll be coming 
off a two-year deal that carries a $4 million cap hit — which is what his 
qualifying offer will be. This next signing will be his fourth NHL contract, 
so it won’t be surprising if he pushes for something with term and 
certainty now. It won’t come close to that $12 million market value he’s 
sporting, but Dunn has earned a raise and should be paid like a true top-
pair defender in this league. The signing would kick in when he’s 27, 
which maybe gives Seattle pause about going the full seven or eight 
years. Still, there’s a way to make this favorable for both the player and 
team.  

Ilya Samsonov 

Lastly, there’s one goalie to watch up in Toronto. The Capitals let 
Samsonov walk after his one-year, $2 million contract. It was an 
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opportunity for the goalie to prove himself as their No. 1. When he fell 
short, the team moved in another direction and he had to find a new net 
to tend.  

The Maple Leafs took a chance on him. It was a gamble considering his 
track record, the rest of the crease in Toronto and how important of a 
time it is for the team. Samsonov’s performed better than most likely 
anticipated. Through 25 games, he’s saved 11.3 goals above expected 
and earned 16 quality starts. 

What comes next depends on how the rest of the season unfolds in 
Toronto. But if Samsonov can consistently put up strong results in the 
second half, and in the playoffs, he very well could get extended in 
Toronto. He’s coming off a low-risk, one-year contract with a cap hit of 
$1.8 million. It seems unlikely he’d be signed to anything too splashy, but 
a modest raise could be in the works for a couple of years.  

Data via Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, AllThreeZones, HockeyStatCards, 
CapFriendly and Dom Luszczyszyn. This story relies on shot-based 
metrics; here is a primer on these numbers. 
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ESPN / NHL Awards Watch - Who's leading for Hart, Norris, Calder? 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The Boston Bruins have dominated everything this season. Well, except 
for the NHL All-Star Skills breakaway challenge, where David Pastrnak 
probably should have workshopped that "Happy Gilmore" tribute a bit 
more. 

Here's a consolation prize for the Bruins star winger: He has moved into 
the top three for NHL most valuable player honors this season. 

Pastrnak is one of the new names in the NHL Awards Watch for 
February, which also features fresh challengers for rookie of the year and 
top goaltender honors. Meanwhile, the Norris Trophy race for top 
defenseman continues to be extremely competitive. 

As we do every month, we've polled a wide selection of Professional 
Hockey Writers Association voters anonymously to get a sense of where 
the wind is blowing for the current leaders. We've made sure it's a cross-
section from the entire league, trying to gain as many perspectives as 
possible. 

Keep in mind that the PHWA votes for the Hart, Norris, Calder, Selke and 
Lady Byng; broadcasters vote for the Jack Adams, and general 
managers handle the Vezina. 

All stats from Hockey-Reference.com, Natural Stat Trick and Evolving 
Hockey. 

Jump ahead: 

Ross | Richard | Hart 

Norris | Selke | Vezina 

Calder | Byng | Adams 

Art Ross Trophy (points leader) 

Current leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

Watch out for: Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers 

Longer shot: Nikita Kucherov, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Maurice 'Rocket' Richard Trophy (leading goal scorer) 

Current leaders: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

Watch out for: Tage Thompson, Buffalo Sabres 

Longer shot: Jack Hughes, New Jersey Devils 

Hart Trophy (MVP) 

Leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

Finalists: David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins; Tage Thompson, Buffalo 
Sabres 

McDavid had 92 points in his first 50 games, putting him on pace for 151 
points this season. That would be the highest total by a player since 
Mario Lemieux's 161 points in 70 games in the 1995-96 season. 

Mario won the Hart that season. McDavid is the heavy favorite to do the 
same this season, based on our survey of the voters. 

McDavid topped every ballot, save for two of them. He's seeking the third 
MVP award in his eight-year career, having been a finalist four times. 

"Maybe we should retroactively give him a few of the ones he missed," 
joked one voter. 

Through Monday, he led the league in goals (41) as well as points. 
McDavid has been held scoreless in only five games this season. He has 
been a human highlight reel, the engine for his team and the single most 
dominant offensive force in the league this season. Edmonton has a 
95.5% chance of qualifying for the postseason, per Money Puck. 

"The only argument against McDavid winning his third Hart Trophy -- the 
only other active player with that many is Alex Ovechkin -- had been the 
Oilers' iffy playoff status. It was a poor argument. This isn't the NBA, 
where one player can have an inordinate impact on outcomes," said 
another voter. 

Another McDavid voter wondered what the field would look like if Connor 
ascended to a higher plain of MVP existence. 

"You just can't look past the 16-point lead McDavid has on the next 
closest player in the Art Ross race. But if you remove McDavid from the 
conversation -- I know, you can't -- then this would be a fascinating 
conversation to have trying to decide between Leon Draisaitl, Tage 
Thompson, Jason Robertson, David Pastrnak and even Nikita Kucherov," 
they said. 

Robertson made the top three of last month's Awards Watch but falls out 
of the ranking here in favor of Pastrnak, who topped one ballot and was 
mentioned as a finalist by a handful of voters. 

This isn't just a "best player on the best team" scenario, which has been 
a Hart Trophy trope in the past. He's one of eight Bruins to appear in all 
of their games this season and has been their offensive leader when 
others were out of the lineup. Consider that his 72 points in 51 games 
were 26 points higher than any other Bruin through Monday's games. 

"Pasta had 13 goals in 14 January games for the league's best team, 
which was still on pace for a league-record 133 points despite losing 
three of four before the break," said one voter. 

Thompson was a finalist last month and remains one of the top three in 
the latest survey. We've said for a while that Thompson has a chance to 
unseat McDavid if he continues his scoring pace -- 56 goals and 112 
points as of Monday -- and the Sabres make the playoffs for the first time 
since the 2010-11 season, the longest current playoff drought in the 
league. 

"If he gets the Buffalo Sabres to the playoffs, he is the unanimous 
winner," said the voter that had Thompson as the front-runner. 

Others players mentioned by our voters included Kucherov, whom one 
voter expects will overtake Thompson in their top three if the Sabres 
fade; Robertson, who led his closest scoring teammate by 18 points; and 
Jack Hughes of the New Jersey Devils, who leads the NHL in goals 
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scored above replacement (20.3) and wins above replacement (3.1) 
according to Evolving Hockey. 

But as of now, they're all jockeying for second best. 

"It's very boring that McDavid is going to run away with this," said one 
voter. 

Norris Trophy (top defenseman) 

Leader: Erik Karlsson, San Jose Sharks 

Finalists: Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres; Cale Makar, Colorado 
Avalanche 

The top three for the Norris Trophy remains unchanged from our last 
survey, and Karlsson's lead has widened. 

Karlsson was in first place on around 53% of the ballots we surveyed. 
The 32-year-old defenseman is seeking his third Norris Trophy, having 
previously won the award in 2012 and 2015. He has been a finalist four 
times in his career. 

His 66 points in 51 games puts him on pace for 106 points on the 
season. That would be the 10th highest total for a defenseman in NHL 
history. Only two blueliners have posted higher point totals in a single 
season: Bobby Orr (five times) and Paul Coffey (four times), both Hall of 
Famers. 

"I am fully on the Karlsson for Norris train. He's on pace to be the first 
100-point defenseman in decades. He leads the league in 5-on-5 
scoring, and the 28th-place Sharks actually outscore their opponents (69-
54) when Karlsson is on the ice," said one voter. 

That "offense is the best defense" argument has been used as a cudgel 
against criticism of his defensive game in his previous Norris wins, and 
it's a valid one here. But if the counterargument to his candidacy is that 
there are more well-rounded defensemen in the Norris conservation, 
that's where attention turns to players like Dahlin and Makar. 

Dahlin's breakout season for the Sabres has been a joy to behold. He 
was second to Karlsson in scoring (55 points in 49 games) entering 
Monday, skating to a plus-19 rating (Karlsson was at minus-2). Unlike 
Karlsson, he sees regular time on the penalty kill. 

"In his fifth NHL season, the 2018 first overall pick has emerged as a 
star," said one voter. 

Rightly or wrongly, a few voters mentioned that their support for Dahlin in 
the Norris race is tied to the Sabres' chances of getting in as a wild card. 
Said one Karlsson backer: "If Buffalo makes the playoffs, [my pick] will 
change." 

Dahlin was first on around 22% of the ballots. Makar was right behind 
him, as the 24-year-old Avalanche defender is once again dominating on 
both ends of the ice. He's on pace for his third straight point-per-game 
season. 

Keep this in mind about Makar and Dahlin: Ever since Nicklas Lidstrom 
stopped collecting Norris trophies like they were Pokémon, repeat 
winners have been rare. Karlsson and Duncan Keith are the only two-
time winners since 2011. The last seven players to hoist the Norris 
Trophy were first-time winners. 

Of course, as Karlsson is showing, there's also room for an "old guy's still 
got it!" candidacy that bucks that trend. 

New York Rangers defenseman Adam Fox just missed the cut and was 
the clear No. 4 choice among the voters. 

"Tough field, as usual, to dwindle down to three finalists, let alone a 
winner. But Fox already has the hardware, averages more than two 
minutes plus per game in both special teams and keeps his PIMs low, 
ensuring he stays on the ice as much as possible," said one voter. 

Winnipeg Jets defenseman Josh Morrissey isn't used on the PK as often 
as Makar, Dahlin and Fox. But his point-per-game season for the Jets 

was enough to earn a few mentions from our voters. Morrissey (53 
points) entered Monday needing four points to pass Dustin Byfuglien's 
franchise record for points by a defenseman in a single season (56). 

"Again, the Jets need to get the word out about him," said one voter. 

Calder Trophy (top rookie) 

Leader: Matty Beniers, Seattle Kraken 

Finalists: Owen Power, Buffalo Sabres; Logan Thompson, Vegas Golden 
Knights 

Beniers led all rookies in points (36 in 47 games) and goals (17) heading 
into the All-Star break. It's no coincidence that Seattle is ascending the 
standings while Berniers provides them a presence in the middle that 
they lacked last season. 

"Just doesn't feel like a lot of high quality newbies this season, but what 
Beniers has done to give the Kraken that legit scoring threat is a big 
reason Seattle is at the top of the division," said one Beniers backer. 

A few Beniers voters were concerned about his recent injury, an upper 
body issue resulting from a hit by Tyler Myers that took Beniers out of the 
All-Star Game. Barring significant time out of the lineup, it appears he's 
the front-runner. 

"Beniers is still the obvious choice," said one voter. 

Thompson was at the All-Star Game for Vegas and earned the second-
most first-place votes from our poll. His numbers have come back down 
to earth a little bit from the start of the season, but he has a .913 save 
percentage and a 2.69 goals-against average in 35 games. He also has 
an undeniable narrative: The rookie goalie who "saved" the Knights' 
season after Robin Lehner's offseason surgery shelved him for 2022-23. 

"Logan Thompson has been a real life oasis in the desert for Vegas," 
said one voter, cheekily. "But I think by the time we get closer to the end 
of the regular season, Owen Power is going to be a big part of this 
conversation." 

This is the first time that Power, the 2021 No. 1 overall pick, has finished 
in the top three on Awards Watch. He was the only rookie besides 
Beniers and Thompson to receive a first-place vote, but many voters 
mentioned him as part of their consideration. It's possible that the player 
who unseats Beniers might be his old University of Michigan teammate. 

"Owen Power may change my mind by season's end. Underrated impact 
in Buffalo," said one Beniers voter. 

"I will keep a look at Owen Power till the end of the year," said another. 

Power leads all rookies in average ice time by more than two minutes per 
game (23:38). His 19 points in 47 games aren't exactly Makar-like, but he 
has been the league's most impactful rookie defenseman this season 
who plays in all situations. 

Other rookies who earned a mention included Winnipeg Jets forward 
Cole Perfetti and Edmonton Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner, who has better 
underlying numbers than Thompson. Center Mason McTavish, the third 
leading scorer among rookies, didn't garner any support from our voters. 
Neither did goalie Pyotr Kochetkov of the Carolina Hurricanes, who was 
in the top three last month. 

Vezina Trophy (top goaltender) 

Note: General managers vote for this award. 

Leader: Linus Ullmark, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Juuse Saros, Nashville Predators; Ilya Sorokin, New York 
Islanders 

When coach Jim Montgomery was hired in Boston, it was expected that 
the Bruins' goaltenders would benefit from his system. But no one 
predicted that Ullmark would blossom into a leading Vezina contender, 
having never previously received a vote for the award. 
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No matter how you measure it, Ullmark is dominating this season. If you 
go by traditional stats, he leads the NHL in wins (26), save percentage 
(.937) and goals-against average (1.90). If you go by the analytics, he's 
leading all goalies in goals saved above expected (29.9). 

The Bruins are a juggernaut for many reasons, but Ullmark's play is 
undoubtedly a primary factor. He was named first on 65% of the ballots 
we surveyed. 

"Not sure there will be many varying discussions on this one based on 
the season he's having," said one PHWA voter. 

If there's a discussion to be had, it might be around Sorokin. The 
Islanders goalie was a clear No. 2 from our panel. He had a .923 save 
percentage and a 2.38 goals-against average in 38 appearances. As 
good as Ullmark is, he's playing in back of a machine that's on pace to 
potentially set a new NHL record for wins and points in the season. 
Sorokin, meanwhile, is on a team bouncing around the playoff bubble -- 
and his performance is a big reason they're even in the playoff 
conversation. 

"A lot of good candidates, but he's keeping them afloat," said one voter. 

Sorokin leads all goalies in wins above replacement (5.5), but one voter 
felt his game has slipped a bit in recent weeks. 

"It's allowed Tampa Bay's Andrei Vasilevskiy, Nashville's Juuse Saros, 
the Rangers' Igor Shesterkin, Dallas' Jake Oettinger and Philadelphia's 
Carter Hart to creep into the conversation," they said. "Past Ullmark, this 
is a tight race." 

Saros was the only other goalie to receive a first-place vote. He's coming 
off a tremendous month (7-3-0, .929 save percentage) for Nashville. One 
voter noted that Saros leads Ullmark in goals saved above expected per 
60 minutes and is right with him in quality starts percentage. 

"All of this while shouldering a huge workload for Nashville," they said. 

Winnipeg Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck, who was in the top three last 
month, was in the conversation. So was Oettinger, with one voter saying 
he was the only other goalie "in the same stratosphere at the moment" as 
Ullmark. 

Selke Trophy (best defensive forward) 

Leader: Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Nico Hischier, New Jersey Devils; Jordan Staal, Carolina 
Hurricanes 

We can report that it wasn't unanimous for Patrice Bergeron. But it might 
as well have been, given how he was the first choice on all but three 
ballots we surveyed. 

The Bruins give up one goal per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 with Bergeron on 
the ice, the best average from any forward in the NHL. Their save 
percentage is .962, also the best in the league. He wins 61.3% of his 
faceoffs and plays in all situations. 

Said our voters: 

"Wash, rinse, repeat. If it's not broken, don't fix it." 

"Yawn. The best defensive center in NHL history is winning a league-best 
63.8 percent of his defensive zone draws." 

"I still can't believe he's this good." 

"Who else?" 

If Bergeron extends his NHL record to a sixth win for best defensive 
forward, it might be time to rename the trophy ... 

Somewhat miraculously, three other players received first-place votes 
over Bergeron. Hischier was among the finalists in last month's survey 
and has had an impressive impact in all three zones for the Devils. His 
58.7% success rate on defensive zone draws is the best on the Devils, 

and he logs more penalty-kill time than any other forward on the team 
(2:20 per game). 

"Opponents are generating 27.65 shots against per 60 minutes with 
Hischier on the ice, and 1.91 goals per 60 minutes," said one voter. 

Staal received one very enthusiastic first-place vote. "It's time to get 
Jordan Staal his Selke. Since he's on pace for his most goals since 
coming to Carolina, there's no better time than now to honor a player who 
shuts down the opposition's best night after night," they said. 

The "most goals" aspect of that Jordan Staal argument winks at the long-
standing Selke voting tradition of great defensive players only getting 
recognized when they put up big offensive seasons. See: Sean Couturier 
and Ryan O'Reilly. For the record, Staal has been a Selke finalist only 
once, in 2009-10, when he was with the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The only other player to receive a first-place vote for the Selke was 
Auston Matthews of the Toronto Maple Leafs. His teammate, Mitch 
Marner, was in the top three last month but didn't garner much discussion 
among voters. One voter who had a shout-out for Marner said they'd slot 
Tampa Bay Lightning winger Brandon Hagel ahead of him. 

Matthews has a lower goals-against per 60 minutes this season than 
Marner but isn't used in the same defensive situations as his teammate. 
Said our Matthews voter: "Penalty killing is overrated anyway." 

Lady Byng Trophy (gentlemanly play) 

This is the part where I mention that the Lady Byng Trophy for 
gentlemanly play should be voted on by the league's on-ice officials or by 
the NHL Players' Association. That established, Jack Hughes of the New 
Jersey Devils had four penalty minutes in 49 games while ranking ninth 
in the NHL in scoring. His two penalties were for high-sticking and 
interference, so he might not have even meant to commit these crimes. 
Classic oopsies, if you ask us. 

Jack Adams Award (best coach) 

Note: The NHL Broadcasters' Association votes on this award. 

Leader: Jim Montgomery, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Rick Bowness, Winnipeg Jets; Lindy Ruff, New Jersey Devils 

The same three finalists from last month's NHL Awards Watch, with 
Montgomery once again lapping the field. He earned over 65% of the 
first-place votes as the Bruins continue to challenge NHL regular-season 
records for wins and points. 

Montgomery's candidacy also has a public relations advantage, in that 
Bruins players have sung his praises to the heavens for giving them the 
structure, accountability and temperament for success in his first season 
behind the Boston bench. 

"Top defensive team by a mile, top offensive team, near/at the top in 
special teams, guided team through early absences of 
Marchand/McAvoy. All this in a year many of us (yes, including me) 
predicted this was the year the Bruins started to show their collective age 
only to put together one of the best regular seasons in history to this 
point," said one voter. 

"Unless Boston slows down after the break, it's Montgomery's award for 
hitting another gear with a team that was expected to show signs of 
aging," said another voter. 

"Yeah, they have the players, but he's getting the best out of nearly 
everyone," said another voter. 

The second choice was Bowness, whose Winnipeg Jets have been in 
contention for the Central Division lead for most of the season. Like 
Montgomery, he's in his first year with his team and getting tangible 
results. One voter backed "Bones" for the Jack Adams "for improving 
defensive metrics and somehow avoiding an implosion within the 
dressing room." 
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Ruff was third among our voters, and it's easy to see why: The Devils 
were a .384 points percentage team last season that rolled into the All-
Star break with a .694 points percentage. The Devils are among the top 
six in the NHL offensively and defensively. Ruff has also managed to 
keep a very young team on track after a blazing start and a December 
slump. 

"Sorry we doubted you last month, Lindy. The Devils had the NHL's third-
best points percentage at the break," said one voter. 

Just outside of the top three was Dave Hakstol, whose Seattle Kraken 
are challenging for the Pacific Division after an underwhelming inaugural 
season. 

"Hakstol's success in Seattle is a reminder that just because coaches 
don't succeed in their first go-round, that doesn't mean that they are 
lousy hires for their second chance. The best ones get better because 
they learn from their mistakes and adapt," said one voter, calling Seattle 
"the NHL's biggest surprise" this season. 

One other name discussed: Buffalo's Don Granato. Anyone who can 
break the non-playoff streak in Buffalo deserves some kind of trophy. 
Might as well be the Jack Adams. 

ESPN LOADED: 02.08.2023 

1210332 Websites 

 

ESPN / Latest on Dylan Larkin, David Pastrnak and more NHL buzz 
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Of all the conversations I had at All-Star weekend in Florida, one with 
Sidney Crosby stuck out. He told me, multiple times, that the league feels 
more competitive than it has ever been. In 18 years in the NHL, Crosby 
said he has never seen anything like it. Sure, Boston has run away with 
the top record in the league, but there are so many teams clustered 
behind the Bruins, and any team can win on any night, meaning it's hard 
to determine the true favorites. 

So as we approach the trade deadline (March 3) -- compounded with a 
stagnant salary cap that has limited so many of the contenders -- teams 
are being cautious on going all-in. Teams seemingly in the mix might end 
up trading away veterans. Teams arriving ahead of schedule or surging 
up the standings (see: New Jersey, Buffalo) are being cautious about 
giving up too much this year, knowing it's more important for their 
franchises to build sustainably for the future. And we still aren't sure 
which players are available, as some of the top pending unrestricted free 
agents, such as Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews, have yet to 
announce their intentions. How it all shakes out will make for an intriguing 
lead-up to the deadline. 

Here's what I'm hearing about storylines to follow over the next month. 

Latest on Dylan Larkin in Detroit 

At All-Star weekend, Dylan Larkin lamented what he said was 
misinformation about his contract talks. "It just seems people are fishing 
and speculating," Larkin said. "I don't really want my business out there. I 
understand we're in the spotlight and fans want to know. They deserve to 
know. But I think it's not really the most truthful, you know?" 

As the captain of the Red Wings, Larkin doesn't want his situation to go 
public. He hates being a distraction to the team. He has handled the 
situation as well as he can, but it has to be frustrating. Because in talking 
to people close to Larkin, nobody really knows where this is going. 

So without going into numbers, here's what I can tell you about the 
dynamics going on behind the scenes: 

Big picture, Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman has a price in mind for what 
he's willing to pay for Larkin, and it's not in line with what some other No. 
1 centers around the league are making. Yzerman is sticking to that 
number. Larkin's camp is arguing: What does it cost to replace Larkin? 
They feel strongly about his worth, and it's more than Yzerman has been 
willing to budge. So we're between a rock and a hard place. 

The one thing I've heard consistently about Yzerman as a general 
manager is that he works slow. He grinds things out. He and Larkin's 
camp haven't talked in a few days. In that time, the Islanders offered 
Horvat the $8.5 million AAV. So when Larkin's reps and Yzerman 
reconnect -- likely sometime this week -- they'll see if that comp helps 
their case. 

Ideally Yzerman wants to get this deal done before the March 3 deadline 
so he can plan other moves -- and also ensure his 26-year-old captain 
doesn't walk away this summer for nothing. Larkin has full control here 
with a no-trade clause in his deal. As of now, Larkin doesn't have an 
appetite for moving, either at the deadline or this summer. He's a 
hometown kid who has played his entire life in the state of Michigan. He 
takes pride in leading Detroit. But it's becoming apparent other teams 
might be willing to give him more money on the open market. And if there 
isn't progress, his agent can talk to other teams and broker a deal to 
where Larkin wants to go. But they are hopeful it doesn't get to that. 
Based on how things are going, there's a very good chance this doesn't 
get resolved until the summer. 

David Pastrnak close to getting paid? 

On the David Pastrnak contract talks, I've been told the Bruins and their 
star winger are "financially very close." Though Pastrnak admitted during 
All-Star weekend that there is no rush and he is focusing on hockey, this 
is tracking to get done this season, after some progress the past few 
weeks. It sounds like Pastrnak will get paid on level with the top stars in 
the league, and for more money than Boston's front office was originally 
budgeting. I have heard that Pastrnak also wanted to be comfortable with 
the Bruins' long-term vision so they can stay competitive in the next era 
after Patrice Bergeron, David Krejci and Brad Marchand are done. 

To that end, it sounds like the Bruins have been very hesitant to give up 
a first-round pick or too many assets for rental players at this year's 
deadline. They've been burned before, and need to build back up their 
prospect pool. The Bruins are looking to make depth additions for the 
playoff push, but ideally would pick up a player who fits into their long-
term plans as well. Cost certainty is also a big priority for two other top 
Eastern Conference contenders: the New Jersey Devils and Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Islanders needed to overpay Bo Horvat 

If Horvat's eight-year, $8.5 million AAV extension reaffirmed anything, it's 
the importance of market dynamics. Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello said it 
himself: "It's too long and it's too much money." But the Islanders were 
desperate for a jolt. When I was in Long Island the week before the All-
Star break, players were saying they didn't believe the Islanders were as 
bad as their record suggested. They just were in a rut, struggling to score 
-- Mathew Barzal told me he thought he should have three more goals 
and 15 more assists -- and the power play was brutal. Lamoriello gave up 
significant assets to obtain Horvat, and needed to overpay to ensure it 
wasn't for naught. 

Market for Timo Meier 

With Horvat moved, all eyes are on Timo Meier as the top forward 
available. He's 26, and scoring at a career pace (0.55 goals per game 
through his first 51 games) at exactly the right time. Meier is a restricted 
free agent this summer (albeit with a $10 million qualifying offer). But 
teams around the league are hoping to negotiate a new contract with 
Meier's camp in facilitating the trade, hoping they can get him in the $8 
million to $9 million range. The Metro rival Devils and New York Rangers 
are both very interested, though cautious about getting into a bidding 
war, because they're not alone in that interest. "Everyone is talking to 
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San Jose about Timo Meier," one Eastern Conference executive told me. 
"Everyone is monitoring it." 

Thatcher Demko on the move? 

There has been a lot of speculation about Canucks goalie Thatcher 
Demko ahead of the trade deadline. Per sources, at least four teams 
have called Vancouver asking about Demko's availability -- and the 
Canucks haven't said no to any of those teams. If Vancouver is serious 
about a rebuild, it could get a lot of assets for Demko, who is just 27 and 
under contract for three more years on a team-friendly $5 million per 
season. 

The goalie hasn't played since Dec. 1 because of a lower body injury, 
and he's about a week and a half away from getting back on the ice. 
Should he get in a couple of good starts and look like the old, dominant 
Demko again, that interest would probably increase. So it's a situation to 
monitor, but not necessarily one that's imminent. 

It's not as hot of a goalie market as it was last year, though there will be 
teams looking for some assurance in net, especially if injuries pop up 
over the next few weeks. The two veterans most likely to be on the move 
are Cam Talbot out of Ottawa and James Reimer out of San Jose. The 
Canes have three NHL goalies, and given the emergence of Pyotr 
Kochetkov, they might be willing to move pending UFA Antti Raanta 
should the right offer emerge. 

Kevin Hayes and latest on Flyers 

One of the best stories of the weekend was Kevin Hayes, the 30-year-old 
forward making his first All-Star appearance in his ninth year of the 
league. Hayes' late brother, Jimmy, always told Kevin he believed he was 
an All-Star. 

"I never really thought that something like this would happen," Kevin said. 
"He would always just say, 'This is the year, it's going to happen.' I think 
he was just saying it to be a good guy." 

It was clearly an emotional weekend for Hayes, who shared the ice with 
his cousins, Matthew and Brady Tkachuk, as well as his former Boston 
College teammate, Johnny Gaudreau. A large contingent of the Hayes 
family was on hand, including Jimmy's son, Beau, whose No. 1 goal of 
the weekend was meeting his favorite player, David Pastrnak, in the 
locker room. 

The Flyers had practice Sunday afternoon in Voorhees, and I'm told 
Hayes switched flights to a 7 a.m. departure to rush back to make it. 
That's an example of Hayes' character, and the way he's working hard to 
set an example for the new culture of the Flyers under John Tortorella. 
That type of discipline didn't always exist on the team. 

On Monday, Tortorella sent a letter to Flyers season-ticket holders, being 
transparent about where the team was in its journey. The key line: "I'm 
not going to lie to you -- and I want to be clear about this -- we're not 
there yet. This year was the first step in building the future of the Flyers 
and restoring our reputation as one of the most respected teams in 
hockey." That signals the Flyers are going to once again be sellers at this 
year's deadline. 

I have heard there are some teams interested in Hayes, who has three 
years remaining on his contract with an average annual value of $7.1 
million, though the Flyers would undoubtedly need to retain some salary 
should they move him. The more likely Philly forward to get traded is 
James van Riemsdyk, a pending unrestricted free agent (who would also 
require some retention on his $7 million salary). And while the Flyers 
would like to move Ivan Provorov ($6.75 million, under contract through 
2024-25), I was told by an Eastern Conference executive that there's a 
lot more league-wide interest in Nick Seeler ($750,000, under contract 
through 2023-24) as a diamond-in-the-rough option on a budget contract. 
Philadelphia could be inclined to move the 29-year-old Seeler to open up 
spots for younger players in the final stretch. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Ideas to fix All-Star weekend for 2024 in 
Toronto 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

• Kane, Toews decisions could come around 10 days before trade 
deadline 

• NHLPA nears decision to make Marty Walsh next Executive Director 

• Flyers ask fans for patience through another tough season 

Fixing All-Star weekend is now an NHL priority.  

However you feel about All-Star, it is an important showcase, and, at 
least on Sportsnet, our executives say the skills competition tends to 
outdraw the game itself. It can’t be flat and uninspiring, as it was — for 
the most part — on Friday.  

Toronto’s All-Star Game, back in 2000, was the quietest one I’ve been to, 
so energizing the audience in 2024 will be critical. What to do? I have 
ideas: 

• Two hours for skills, max. (One of our executives said it probably has to 
be two hours and 30 minutes to account for commercial time, but you get 
the idea.) Be strict. 

• Start with a bang. Grab everyone’s attention right away. There was bad 
luck with Cale Makar wiping out to start the fastest skater competition. He 
went first for a reason; the hope he’d blaze a great number, get the juices 
flowing.  

Apparently, a few players wondered about bringing back the draft. On 
Feb. 19, the NBA All-Stars will do their draft, then go right to play the 
game. It’s a great idea, but I’d do it the night before, make it the official 
All-Star starting point. First thing: announce the captains, pick the teams. 
Fans on television and in attendance would love it.  

And the players have shown they are great at it. The previous drafts were 
excellent entertainment.  

As I understand it, this was eliminated for two reasons. First, the NHLPA 
didn’t like the embarrassment of someone being picked last and second, 
the NHL didn’t like the fact alcohol was consumed in 2016 because it 
took things too close to the line. The second one is easy to solve. Being 
picked last? It happens to everyone.  

We’ve got to have thicker skins than that. 

Some of you suggested picking the teams through the time-honoured 
hockey tradition of throwing in the sticks. I like it, good idea. But not as 
entertaining. This could be fantastic. 

• Make a change to fastest skater. No more tight corners. What 
happened to Makar is not something worth risking. Consider pre-taping, 
and instead of quickest lap, award the title to who can reach the highest 
top speed. Use a frozen pond/lake, or create a straightaway track of the 
NHL’s own. Plenty of room to go as fast as you can, and award the 
winner that way. 

Possible pushback: I’ve heard there could be a move away from pre-
taped events. I understand it on some level; there’s concern pre-taping 
isn’t as exciting for the in-arena crowd, even if the event is good. (I loved 
the visual of a soaked Sidney Crosby standing in the dunk tank as David 
Amber interviewed Mikko Rantanen. It was hilarious, and if Crosby can 
play along like this, everyone should.) 
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Reason I’d keep this one: you’re going to need something to transition 
the arena floor from draft to the rest of the events, it has potential to be 
great and you can edit it tight.  

• Make sure people with tickets are in their seats. If not, put kids in the 
seats. Do something to get butts in the seats. You cannot have an 
empty-looking building, it’s awful whether the events are taped or live.  

Florida just opened a Jameson’s Whiskey Bar, and I confess I went in 
there during the skills competition to see what it was like. It’s terrific. 
Busy, people were having a great time. But every person in there means 
they’re not in an assigned seat.  

Toronto’s notorious for empty seats close to the ice. 

• The accuracy shooting and hardest shot were the best parts of this 
year’s event, so keep them. It’s unfortunate the momentum was lost 
before Nazem Kadri and Connor McDavid went head-to-head in the 
accuracy semifinals. It was riveting how McDavid — who really wanted to 
win — didn’t miss a target and still lost to the hugely competitive Kadri.  

The NHL should consider using a skills consultant to come up with any 
other ideas. There are so many creative players who can do more than 
ever. Whether it is Darryl Belfry or Jari Byrski or Adam Oates or Yogi 
Svejkovsky or whoever, bring in someone who can design an event or 
two that will challenge players and entertain fans. 

• The players have to buy in. Some do, but others don’t. This is a big 
weekend for sponsors and television. It doesn’t have to be a car crash 
like Calgary/Rangers, but it’s got to have some positive viral moments. 
That’s important.  

• Finally, there was a minor hockey tournament (the Florida Exposure 
Cup) going on at the same time, for 2007-, 2008- and 2009-born players. 
It was unaffiliated with the NHL, but I saw some of the kids at skills. Lot of 
good teams and players there. It might not be a bad idea for the league 
and union to host a tournament of their own during the weekend. Don’t 
know if you could fit championship games into the main arena schedule, 
but seeing them in attendance made me think there’s some kind of 
opportunity. 

THOUGHTS 

1. For the record, Jim Rutherford denies he is considering resigning from 
the Canucks. Vancouver’s got a lot of decisions to make, on and off the 
ice, but he’s determined to lead that process. 

2. While talk has picked up, it’s still a poker game between the buyers 
and the sellers. The sellers are asking big returns, with the buyers 
claiming they won’t pay it. There’s still time, with the biggest pieces 
including Timo Meier, Vladimir Tarasenko, Ryan O’Reilly, Jakob 
Chychrun and Patrick Kane.  

3. We’re going to have a better idea what Kane and Jonathan Toews are 
thinking around 10 days before the March 3 deadline. On some level, 
they hoped that there could be a way to stay, but that’s dissipating. The 
Blackhawks want to move on and the reality of what Chicago is doing 
has set in on both. The big question is how many teams both players are 
willing to consider. A few players at All-Star praised Kane for playing 
through something that clearly is bothering him, especially since Chicago 
is hoping what they get in return benefits the rebuild. 

4. Dylan Larkin had a good line about what fellow All-Stars were saying 
to him in Florida: “Guys are asking why it hasn’t got done yet, stuff like 
that.” That tells you what you need to know, that his peers believe Larkin 
when he says he wants to be a Red Wing.  

5. We’ll see if Bo Horvat’s eight-year, $68M extension moves the line for 
Larkin and Steve Yzerman. Generally, Yzerman digs a trench and 
doesn’t go much further, although Nikita Kucherov pushed Tampa Bay’s 
ceiling to $9.5M two months before Yzerman resigned from the team. I 
don’t believe that’s where we’re going here, but what it shows is that 
sometimes, things can move. 

Larkin’s best attribute is that, as a centre, he’s difficult to replace. Top-
line centres are very hard to find. My guess is this ends somewhere in 
the eights. If Yzerman believed he couldn’t sign Larkin, he would have 
traded him last summer before the captain’s no-trade clause kicked-in.  

6. Now that the Islanders have Horvat signed long-term, I think Lou 
Lamoriello uses the next five-to-seven games to determine what he does 
for this season. Same goes for Nashville. 

7. Buffalo’s long-term strategy — latest with Dylan Cozens — is the 
smart one. If you have a cornerstone player, lock them up for as long as 
you can. The price never goes down. My belief is Montreal desires the 
same path with Cole Caufield. Get term. 

8. Mentioned before that Boston has looked at left-shot options like 
Jakob Chychrun and Vladislav Gavrikov. The Bruins also appear to be 
considering Luke Schenn on the right. 

9. The Flames are believed to be in on Schenn too, although they might 
wait to see if it makes sense for them based on the standings. You can 
see the possibility, because of Chris Tanev’s injuries. Tanev is as big a 
gamer as they come, but even he can’t overcome everything. There’s 
been a push from some in the Canucks organization to keep Schenn. I 
think it depends on what’s offered. If Vancouver deems it too low, they 
won’t move. But there’s plenty of interest, which generally pushes up the 
price.  

10. I don’t think Toronto trades for a goalie unless they are convinced it’s 
a better option than what they have in the NHL or even the AHL. The 
Maple Leafs have limited cap space and trade capital. Going for a goalie 
makes it harder to do other things. They want to add both on defence 
and up front. 

11. As US Secretary of Labour Marty Walsh prepares to take over the 
NHLPA, the thing heard most over the last week was, “No matter what 
anyone thinks, we have to present a united front.” A fractured union gets 
crushed in negotiations, and, in hockey, we’ve seen that before. 

Because the search committee did a great job of keeping Walsh’s name 
private until last week, questions and concerns spilled out very quickly. 
First, there were revelations about Bruins owner Jeremy Jacobs’ 
donations to Walsh. The Boston Globe reported the Red Sox, principally 
owned by John Henry (who added the Pittsburgh Penguins to his 
portfolio), contributed $10,000 to Walsh’s 2014 mayoral inauguration and 
transition. As someone who isn’t crazy about politicians of any party, I 
find that world greasy and expect nothing less. But those around the 
NHL/NHLPA long enough to remember the Alan Eagleson days are 
extremely sensitive about this. They desire information giving them 
reason to believe this won’t be the same thing; they want the process to 
slow down, to be convinced the players aren’t rushing into a mistake. 

A nasty, anonymous email was circulated to agents last week arguing 
against the hire. Initially, it tried to rally support for Mike Gillis, but then 
removed his name. (I can’t imagine Gillis would have wanted his name 
on that.) Whatever the case, the selection committee pressed forward, 
conveying excitement about Walsh. That enthusiasm has convinced the 
rest of the players to back the choice.  

12. Another connection for Marty Walsh: his chief labour counsel in 
Boston was Alexis Finneran Tkachuk, from the hugely successful 
Fitzgerald/McNeil/Tkachuk family. 

13. Walsh’s most important job will be getting to know the rank-and-file, 
and he should immediately dedicate himself to doing that. While he may 
be a hockey fan, he doesn’t intimately know this group. On his way out, 
current Executive Director Donald Fehr warned the next few years 
(heading into CBA discussions) will be extremely challenging. Look at the 
ages of the selection committee: Kyle Okposo and Kevin Shattenkirk 
(34), Ian Cole and Sam Gagner (33), Nate Schmidt (31), Justin Faulk and 
Zach Hyman (30). What are the wishes of the younger players, who will 
form the backbone of the union for years to come?  

14. Heard that one of the other serious contenders for NHLPA leadership 
was CFLPA Executive Director Brian Ramsay. He played a decade as an 
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offensive lineman with Toronto, Hamilton and Edmonton, before 
negotiating two CBAs between players and the CFL.  

15. 2023 Hobey Baker nominee Jackson LaCombe from the University of 
Minnesota has indicated he will sign with Anaheim once this season 
concludes. One of the NCAA’s top-scoring defenders, LaCombe — taken 
39th overall in 2019 — could have become a free agent this summer. 
There would have been plenty of interest. That’s a good keep for the 
Ducks. 

16. There’s also some interest in Ethen Frank, who won the AHL’s 
fastest skater competition this week. He’s with Hershey on a non-NHL 
contract, but there is word Washington wants to sign him and is expected 
to do so. If not, there would be others chasing him. 

17. There is word former Belleville head coach Troy Mann began the 
process Tuesday of defending himself against allegations of impropriety. 
A few weeks ago, Jeff Marek heard that marriage was headed to divorce, 
but not sure anyone saw it playing out this way. Mann has another year 
left on his contract and was not fired for cause, so I took Ottawa’s release 
of philosophical differences at face value. There is evidence the NHL 
Senators were not happy with what was happening at the AHL level. 
Then came reports of a loss of trust, and that story spread at the AHL’s 
All-Star event. Mann has no choice but to fight back. You can’t let that 
stand if it’s untrue.  

18. Over the next few weeks, expect the Senators to begin culling the 
herd of potential ownership groups.  

19. Speaking of the AHL, it appears Henderson (Las Vegas) and 
Coachella Valley (Seattle) have been as impactful in that league’s 
revenues as their parent teams are in the NHL. Strong additions. 

20. I thought an 84-game schedule might be on the docket in March’s 
GM meetings, now I’m not so sure. What I do think we could get is a 
discussion on cutting-down the number of exhibition games. 

21. As mentioned during All-Star, the NHL is legitimately looking at an 
outdoor game in Florida. But, last weekend, we witnessed the 
conundrum. Two days of outstanding weather (which was awesome), 
then a day of driving rainstorms that had cars up to the top of their 
wheels in water. That’s a big, big worry. 

22. Nashville pitched an outdoor awards show this summer, basically 
where the concerts were held during the 2017 Stanley Cup Final. It’s a 
fantastic idea, and my guess is there’s some element of it. But, again, 
there was concern about committing to a full outdoor show. Too 
unpredictable.  

23. Philadelphia’s had two days of interesting announcements. First, a 
note from John Tortorella detailing where he thinks the Flyers stand, 
featuring the line: “I’m not going to lie to you — and I want to be clear 
about this — we’re not there yet. This year was the first step in building 
the future of the Flyers and restoring our reputation as one of the most 
respected teams in hockey.” 

The Rangers scored big when they did this a few seasons ago, a clear, 
honest message of what they were thinking. Philadelphia’s had trouble 
admitting a rebuild, but this is unmistakeable. The fact that Tortorella was 
chosen to be the face of this message is a sign the organization feels 
their fans will accept it most coming from him. 

Second was telling fans with season tickets that the cost of April’s three 
home games will be credited towards 2023-24’s renewal. (Those with a 
half-season plan get two games’ credit.) Ticket prices in the main bowl 
will not increase for the fourth straight year. If you’re going to ask your 
fans for patience, you better reward them. Smart play. 

24. Great teammate tributes for Jamie Benn as he played game 1,000 on 
Monday against Anaheim. A t-shirt worn by all the Stars, everyone taking 
warmup helmetless like he does. And, most importantly, a win. He looks 
rejuvenated playing with Ty Dellandrea and Wyatt Johnston, definitely 
looks like he changed his workout style, too. A notorious attention-
avoider, I’ll always remember his post-game interview from the 2014 

Olympic semifinal when he scored the only goal in a 1-0 Canada win 
over the US. We joked off-camera that the goal meant he’d have to do a 
lot of interviews, and he said with a laugh, “That’s the only bad thing 
about scoring it.” 

25. I can’t find the video, but David Backes chased Benn after the 
opening draw in St. Louis’s first meeting against the Stars following those 
Olympics. Something he said to Backes got under the Blues’ captain’s 
skin. Benn scored the winning goal that game.  

26. Some fits that may make sense: Anaheim’s Dmitry Kulikov for 
Pittsburgh, on the left side. 

27. ALSO: James van Riemsdyk in Minnesota. The Wild are looking for 
scoring. 

28. Jacob Trouba was the main topic of conversation following the 
excellent Calgary/Rangers game on Monday. But what really stood out to 
me was Sammy Blais going right after the fearsome Milan Lucic. That’s a 
player who knows he’s on the roster bubble. He knows if he doesn’t play 
hard for a coach that craves it, he’s in danger of waivers.  

29. Boston’s Brandon Carlo did some research into an off-season 
adjustment. He switched his skate to a Bauer boot, and went to a 
Marsblade underneath it. The chassis of the Marsblade “rocks” on the 
blade, and Carlo said that’s had a positive effect when he turns and 
battles.  

30. Arber Xhekaj’s younger brother, Florian, is getting attention at OHL 
Hamilton. Draft guru Sam Cosentino thinks he gets selected in June.  

31. Take some time and listen to Bill Belichick on Tom Brady’s podcast. 
There’s a lot worth listening to, but the way Belichick describes Brady’s 
ability to “see” the field stood out.   

“The things I learned from Tom as a quarterback was how to see the 
game as a quarterback, instead of as a coach. Tom would say, ‘You 
know, I can’t see that. I’m not really looking at that.’ I’m going to stop 
coaching that then, because if you can’t see it, nobody else is going to 
see it. So let’s see how you see the game, and let me learn from you.” 

There’s more and it’s so good. Recently, I recommended a book called 
Super Bowl Stories, and just finished it over All-Star Weekend. The 
whole book was about why teams had success. There’s one overriding 
arc — that the players and coaches got to a point where they understood 
what each other was trying to do. They didn’t always agree, but they got 
it. One of the quotes is along the lines of, “In college, you can win with 
great talent or great coaching. In the pros, you can’t win without both.” 
Man, do I believe that, and I believe it even more in media. There was so 
much good advice on the podcast and in the book of why good teams are 
successful. I really found all of this eye-opening. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers Takeaways: Scoring depth, Campbell shine in win 
over Red Wings 

 

Mark Spector  

 

They’re a two-player team, they said.  

Shut down Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and the power play, and 
you’ll shut down the Edmonton Oilers, they said.  

Well, here come the Oilers — now 8-0-1 in their last nine games and the 
best team in the Western Conference since the Christmas break at 11-3-
2. Only Carolina’s .765 points percentage beats Edmonton’s .750 since 
Santa Claus dropped off the presents, as the Oilers moved to within two 
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points of first place in the Pacific Division with a 5-2 win at Detroit 
Tuesday evening.  

They’ve allowed two or less goals in nine of their 16 games since 
Christmas, and did it again in a testy tilt on Tuesday, as the foot soldiers 
pushed the game to the final moments before the power play took 
Edmonton over the finish line.  

“We found contributions offensively from some unusual suspects,” said 
head coach Jay Woodcroft, who watched Warren Foegele score twice 
(including the game-winner), with singles from Ryan McLeod, Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins (power play) and Evander Kane (empty net). 

“Our penalty kill was outstanding today (perfect in five attempts), and our 
power play — though mostly ineffective at the start — found a way to get 
a huge goal for us to kind of seal the game.”  

This wasn’t your garden variety Oilers win.  

McDavid had just one secondary assist. Draisaitl was pointless and 
minus-2. Zach Hyman’s score line read 0-0-0.  

The NHL’s best power play wasn’t even creating scoring chances 
through its first four attempts, until Nugent-Hopkins buried a wrist shot to 
ice it at 4-2 with 4:22 to play.  

Edmonton has four players with 60 or more points: McDavid, Draisaitl, 
Hyman and Nugent-Hopkins. No other team in the NHL has more than 
one, and on this night all it took was for one of them — Nugent-Hopkins 
— to find his range with a goal and an assist.  

The rest of the win came on the backs of the Bottom 6 forwards, a solid, 
physical defence corps, and 31 saves from Jack Campbell. 

“I really liked the contributions from some of our depth pieces tonight,” 
Woodcroft added. “I thought our goaltender was excellent tonight. He's 
laying good games down, on top of good games, on top of good games. 
He's starting to build a little personal momentum for himself.”  

Campbell’s seasonal stats don’t tell the story of his present game, after a 
poor start to the season. He’s now won seven straight, and since the 
calendar turned to 2023 Campbell has a saves percentage of .916 and a 
goals against of 2.24. 

Don’t look now, but that No. 1 job Stuart Skinner stole from Campbell in 
the first half of the season? Campbell might just be in the process of 
stealing it back.  

He made some game-preserving saves with Edmonton ahead 3-2 and 
the Red Wings pressing in Period 2. It’s always fun for a Port Huron, 
Michigan kid to play in Motown, and even better to give Edmonton a rare 
win there.  

“It's always an honour to play the Wings. I grew up watching them,” 
Campbell said. “The new building, it's rockin’ in there. I’m really fortunate. 
I always have people in here watching me.”  

These are the games that can make a guy bullish about the Oilers, when 
they show that there is enough depth, goaltending, defensive prowess 
and toughness to win a game that Detroit, quite frankly, had more of than 
Edmonton. 

Detroit didn’t get what it deserved — Edmonton got what it earned 
Tuesday, in a physical, scrum-filled affair that twenty years ago would 
have featured four or five scraps.  

“It's today's NHL,” said Kane, with a wry smile. “There are a lot of guys 
that feel they can get in there, and the referees bail a lot of them out. So 
it was a bit of a chippy, slimy game.  

“We’ve got some guys on our team that don't mind answering the bell. So 
we can we feel very confident and comfortable in those type of games.”  

This is a different team with Kane back in the lineup, and he was all 
around it Tuesday with a goal, an assist, three shots, four hits and four 

minutes in penalties. He brings everyone into the scrum, which raises a 
team’s emotions.  

There aren’t many teams that don’t play better when they’re riding some 
emotion, and some five-on-five wrestling matches helped to bond 
Edmonton on a night when the usual suspects weren’t quite getting the 
ball into the end zone.  

“We’ve got some big guys in our group,” Kane said. “I think I don't think 
they (the Red Wings) wanted anything to do with our guys.  

“It's just unfortunate, you (media and fans) can't see anything out there 
that happens in those scrums. So, you know, when the penalties kind of 
come to fruition, you don't always agree with them.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Trust and accountability: Tocchet already putting stamp on 
Canucks' identity 

 

Iain MacIntyre | February 7, 2023, 8:24 PM 

 

NEW YORK, N.Y. – In one of the dozen individual conversations Rick 
Tocchet initiated during Tuesday’s practice under the stage lights at 
Madison Square Garden, the Vancouver Canucks’ new head coach 
called Elias Pettersson to a spot near the blueline. 

It was a position on the ice similar to the place where Pettersson was 
torched Monday night by Jack Hughes, the lightning bolt who scored on a 
first-period breakaway after bursting untouched down left wing in the 
New Jersey Devils’ 5-4 win across the Hudson River. 

Tocchet was talking and pointing. Then so was Pettersson. 

Eventually, the inquisition was joined by Andrei Kuzmenko, Pettersson’s 
linemate. One of them should have had back-side defensive coverage 
through the neutral zone when Canuck defencemen Quinn Hughes and 
Ethan Bear closed gaps on the other two New Jersey forwards. 

“On the bench, I’d said 'Petey,’ and whatever. . . and he said 'yeah,’” 
Tocchet explained later of culpability on the play. “But after I looked at it 
(on video), there was a different way to play it. Kuzmenko should have 
had him. I'm okay to say, 'Hey, man, I made the wrong read there.' I told 
Petey. I've been wrong before. It's okay to admit it. It's okay to be 
vulnerable as a coach; I don't know everything. Petey understands. 
Actually, he opened up about it. It’s healthy. It’s got to be healthy.” 

Tocchet has coached four games since replacing Bruce Boudreau on 
Jan. 22, but Tuesday was just his third full practice. Tocchet’s stamp, 
however, is already evident. 

After captain Bo Horvat was traded by general manager Patrik Allvin 
during last week’s All-Star break, Tocchet empowered Pettersson, 24, 
and Quinn Hughes, 23, as leaders by making them alternate captains. 

Hughes is actually playing a couple of minutes a game less for Tocchet 
than he did under Boudreau, as is defenceman Tyler Myers and J.T. 
Miller, another of the alternate captains. 

Forward Dakota Joshua and defencemen Oliver Ekman-Larsson and 
Ethan Bear are playing a couple of minutes more. 

Tocchet seems to have settled on Collin Delia as a preferred starter over 
Spencer Martin while the Canucks wait for the return of injured goalie 
Thatcher Demko, who worked with goaltending coach Ian Clark before 
Tuesday’s practice and then hung around for the first couple of drills with 
the main group before leaving the ice. Demko hasn’t played since Dec. 1. 
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Former New York Islander Anthony Beauvillier, part of the return on 
Horvat, continued to skate with Pettersson on the top line, and Tocchet 
promoted Vasily Podkolzin to the second line with Miller, one game into 
Podkolzin’s return from a two-month assignment in the American Hockey 
League. 

But the biggest differences so far may be in Tocchet’s expectations and 
the accountability that go with them. That was his best player he had 
been ready to reprimand on Tuesday. 

“If I earn their trust, I think they'll accept (criticism),” Tocchet, 58, said. “If 
they don't trust me, it's going to take longer. I don't like embarrassing 
players. But I do think that you have to set a standard and if one of your 
players isn't hitting it, you've got to remind them.” 

And this goes for everyone? 

“A million per cent,” he said. “I'm a practice guy. I've noticed so far these 
guys want to practise hard, but they're not there. Like, we had a good 
effort last night, so we started off practice a little bit sluggish today. That's 
a mindset. If you look at the great players, Sidney Crosby, Connor 
McDavid, those guys are the hardest-working practice guys. That's why 
Petey and Hughes and Miller, they have to be my best practice guys. 
And then the younger guys have got to follow. 

“A great coach has great leadership (among players). A great coach that 
has no leadership, it's not a great coach. I don't care who you are. 
Whether you're Scotty Bowman or Toe Blake, you've got to have great 
leadership.” 

This is partly why Tocchet moved so quickly to elevate Hughes and 
Pettersson to more overt leadership positions. 

“I asked our leadership group the other day: 'What does the Canuck logo 
mean to you right now? What should it mean? And what are three things 
that you can offer right to make the Canuck logo be what you want? 
Bring that every day.’” 

After previous head-coaching postings in Tampa (2008-10) and Arizona 
(2017-21), where his jobs were complicated immensely by tumultuous 
ownership changes and franchise upheaval, Tocchet says he should be 
a better coach now in Vancouver. 

He said he really learned to coach during a three-year stint as an 
assistant in Pittsburgh (2014-17), where the Penguins won back-to-back 
Stanley Cups under Mike Sullivan and where Tocchet got to know Allvin 
and Jim Rutherford, who joined the Canucks 14 months ago and has 
rebuilt Vancouver’s hockey-operations department. 

“I'm used to situations where there's a lot of noise,” Tocchet said 
diplomatically. “But I became more decisive being in those situations. 
Before, I probably let people influence my decision making. Don't get me 
wrong, I still use my roundtable (of assistant coaches) big time, but I'm 
more decisive in my decisions.” 

Tocchet said he turned down two invitations to pursue head-coaching 
positions while he spent last season working as a television analyst for 
TNT in the U.S. He said Tuesday he has no buyer’s remorse about 
joining the Canucks, reiterating that he loves the city and its passionate 
fan base and the lineup building blocks he inherited: Pettersson, Hughes, 
Miller and Demko. 

But he said even his son Trevor, a lacrosse player at college who now 
works for a startup in Seattle, wondered about his father’s wisdom in 
taking the Vancouver job when Rick Tocchet’s introduction during a Jan. 
24 home game against Chicago was met with a mixture of jeers and 
polite applause. 

“My son goes: 'Dad, why are they booing you? What did you do wrong?'” 
Tocchet recalled with a smile. “But I understand. They're passionate. I 
get it. I didn't take it personally. Me, Footy (new assistant coach Adam 
Foote) and my son went for dinner a couple of nights out, and five, six, 
seven people came up and said: 'Hey, Toc, we're with you.' It's nice to 
hear that, too. 

“Pressure is a privilege. When pressure really doesn't matter, that kind of 
sucks. Hopefully, you earn the fans' trust with the way the team plays and 
their identity. That's the way I look at it.” 
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