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Hurricanes ready for NHL regular-season stretch run as trade deadline speculation swirls 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour had heard 
about the Vladimir Tarasenko trade by the time the Canes’ 
practice ended Thursday afternoon. 

The St. Louis Blues sent Tarasenko to the New York 
Rangers. The forward, in turn, could be in the Rangers’ 
lineup Saturday when they face the Hurricanes at PNC 
Arena, the team’s first game back after the All-Star break 
and subsequent NHL “bye” week. 

Add in the New York Islanders trading for forward Bo Horvat, 
and the Tarasenko deal is the second big one in a matter of 
days involving Metropolitan Division teams picking up 
productive players who should give them more firepower and 
help make them better. 

“I think everybody knows we’ve got a strong division, a lot of 
really good teams who feel they have a chance to win it all,” 
Brind’Amour said Thursday. “You get an opportunity to push 
a team over the edge, that’s what you’ve got to do, And I’m 
sure you’ll see more of it.” 

Will that include the Hurricanes? Don Waddell, the team’s 
president and general manager, isn’t ruling it out. Nor is he 
committing to it. 

“We keep talking about it,” Waddell said Wednesday. 
“Obviously, defense is an area where if we can get another 
depth guy who can play in our group or (be) an insurance 
policy … We’ve been very fortunate with not too many 
injuries there. If we can add a forward to our group, 
potentially a player who could have some impact to our 
game, I think that would be a great addition.” 

That’s the kind of comments that have Canes fans buzzing 
and speculating about potential trades for players such as, 
say, forwards Timo Meier of San Jose or possibly Travis 

Konecny of Philadelphia. And Waddell is capable of stealth 
moves — his trades for center Vincent Trocheck and 
defenseman Brady Skjei in 2020 went unmentioned in media 
speculation before they were done deals. 

“But we’ve gone 22-3-3 and in our last 28,” Waddell said. 
“You don’t want to mess up things too much if you have a 
good thing going.” 

Going into the NHL All-Star break and their time off, the 
Hurricanes were 34-9-8, with a seven-game win streak. They 
were 9-0-1 in their last 10 games and leading the Metro. 

Brind’Amour and forward Andrei Svechnikov represented the 
Hurricanes at the 2023 NHL All-Star Game last weekend. 
Svechnikov won the fastest skater skills competition, but the 
Metro team lost in its first game in the 3-on-3 tournament. 

Many of the other players scattered in different directions for 
the break. But they were back and ready for their first 
practice Thursday at PNC Arena, preparing for a 31-game 
sprint to the regular-season finish line that includes the 2023 
Stadium Series game at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium 
on Feb. 18. 

“I feel like everyone is well-rested and ready to be back and 
ready to push in this last little run of the season,” Canes 
captain Jordan Staal said. “It was fun to get back with the 
guys and get to practicing again and get back in the swing of 
things.” 

Defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who missed the last six games 
before the break with a lower-body injury, was back at 
practice. The session was spirited, with a good pace. 

“Nice little skate today, feeling good, feeling refreshed and 
ready to go,” forward Martin Necas said.  

 
 

Former Hurricanes goalie Cam Ward excited Canes can finally experience outdoor game 

By Chip Alexander 

Cam Ward played 13 seasons for the Carolina Hurricanes, 
won a Stanley Cup, started in an NHL All-Star game in 
Raleigh and soon will be inducted into the team’s new hall of 
fame.  

One thing missing with Carolina: an outdoor game. 

Ward had to go to the Chicago Blackhawks, where he spent 
the last season of his career in 2018-19, to have that kind of 
unique experience.  

The 2019 Winter Classic was at Notre Dame Stadium, 
played on New Year’s Day before 76,000 fans. The Boston 
Bruins topped the Blackhawks 4-2, sealing the game with a 

late empty-net goal, but that hardly ruined the moment for 
Ward. 

“It was one of the coolest experiences of my career,” Ward 
said Thursday. 

The Hurricanes were not an attractive option for an outdoor 
game for many years, staying competitive but missing the 
Stanley Cup playoffs for nine straight seasons. The NHL 
constantly turned to the Pittsburgh Penguins or Boston 
Bruins or Washington Capitals — or the Blackhawks — for 
outdoor matchups. 

But the 2023 Stadium Series outdoor game will be played at 
N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium a week from Saturday as 
the Hurricanes host the Caps. The place will be packed with 
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more than 54,000 fans for a night game in the Wolfpack’s 
football stadium. 

For Ward, finally having a game in Raleigh says a lot about 
the continued growth of the sport in the Triangle, and its 
growth as an NHL hockey market. 

“I’m really excited for the players who haven’t had an 
opportunity to play in an outdoor game and I’m really excited 
for the city of Raleigh and the Caniac fan base,” Ward said. “I 
think they’re going to put on a great show. It’s going to be a 
very memorable experience for everyone.” 

Ward, with a smile, said he once believed playing in an 
outdoor game would be more a 60-minute chore than a 
once-in-a-lifetime thrill. 

“Actually, during my time I kind of thought I didn’t want to 
play in an outdoor game because I was a goalie and I was 
going to be cold,” Ward said. 

But then the chance came with Chicago on Jan. 1, 2019. 
Ward was given the start. As he entered the stadium with the 
Notre Dame band blaring, he said it gave him goosebumps. 

The temperature, he said, was in the high 30s. He wasn’t 
cold. The ice was good. Both teams played hard and Ward 
had 32 saves. The only thing missing was a win. 

The Canes’ Stadium Series game will be played two days 
after Ward’s induction into the Hurricanes Hall of Fame. 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, Ron Francis and Glen 
Wesley — who all have their jersey numbers retired — 

earned automatic induction, and Ward was named to the 
inaugural class in November. 

Ward, 38, was the Conn Smythe Trophy winner as playoffs 
MVP in 2006 when the Canes won the Stanley Cup, in net 
for Game 7 victories over the Buffalo Sabres in the Eastern 
Conference final and Game 7 against Edmonton in the Cup 
final. 

Ward holds the franchise records for regular-season games 
played (668), wins (318) and shutouts (27). In the 2008-2009 
season, when Carolina reached the Eastern Conference 
final, he set a franchise mark for wins (39) and then won 
Game 7s against the New Jersey Devils and Bruins in the 
first two rounds of the playoffs. 

“He’ll always be a part of this organization,” Brind’Amour said 
when Ward left the Canes in free agency in 2018. “He put his 
stamp on this place.” 

Ward said he has season tickets to Canes games. He and 
his family will be at Carter-Finley for the outdoor game as 
interested spectators, and Ward will later play in the team’s 
Alumni Game at Carter-Finley. 

“Carter-Finley is a great setup for an outdoor game and the 
Hurricane fan base will make it even more of an experience,” 
Ward said. “It reminds me of when we hosted the (2011) All-
Star Game. I can remember how proud everybody was of the 
way Raleigh embraced that.” 
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NHL Power Rankings: Trade deadline needs for every team… except our No. 1 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn  

The NHL trade deadline is three weeks away. And guess 
what: Your team needs something. 
 
It might be big. It might be small. It might be doable. It might 
be impossible. But your team needs to add some guy in 
some spot … unless your team is the Bruins. 
 
And guess what —  Power Rankings HQ wrote up the 
shopping list. Just save some of it for March 3. We have to 
keep the lights on here. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Last Week: 1 
Record: 39-7-5 
Sean rank: 1 
Dom rank: 1 
 
Biggest team need: Come on. 
 
When healthy the Bruins look like this. 
 
Marchand – Bergeron – Debrusk 
Hall – Krejci – Pastrnak 
Zacha – Coyle – Frederic 
Foligno – Nosek – Greer 
 
Lindholm – McAvoy 
Grzelcyk – Carlo 
Forbort – Clifton 
 
Ullmark 
Swayman 
 
See any holes there? Because we don’t. Maybe a top nine 
forward to upgrade on Trent Frederic, but that feels marginal 
at best. The vibes are good and this is a perfect team as 
currently constructed. No notes. 
 
2. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Last Week: 2 
Record: 34-9-8 
Sean rank: 2 
Dom rank: 2 
 
Biggest team need: A top-six scorer 
 
Ideally, the Canes would be able to find themselves a solid 
1B down the middle behind Sebastian Aho because Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi is producing points at a per-60 rate (1.66) on par 
with Ryan Poehling and Eetu Luostarinen. That’s not good 
enough for a contender. Alas, elite centers don’t grow on 

trees at deadline time — and Bo Horvat landed on Long 
Island for a lot of money and a lot of years. So, turn to the 
wings. Timo Meier makes almost too much sense, and his 
price tag will be rightfully enormous. Would Patrick Kane 
waive his NMC for Carolina? Would Carolina look past his 
hip injury and disastrous five-on-five impacts? 
 
3. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Last Week: 3 
Record: 33-16-2 
Sean rank: 3 
Dom rank: 3 
 
Biggest team need: Some random, cheap middle-six guy 
with term that can forecheck 
 
The Lightning have a playbook they follow every trade 
deadline — no sense changing that now. Who’s the next 
Paul-Hagel-Coleman-Goodrow type add that will achieve 
playoff folk hero status? 
 
4. New Jersey Devils 
 
Last Week: 4 
Record: 34-13-4 
Sean rank: 4 
Dom rank: 4 
 
Biggest team need: Timo Meier 
 
Shocker. Meier’s gifts are well known, at this point. Since his 
first full season in 2017-18, he’s scored five-on-five goals at 
a per-60 rate (1.03) that’s a tick better than Leon Draisaitl, 
Jack Hughes and Elias Pettersson, and he does it while 
having an enormously positive impact on puck possession. 
Players of his age and caliber are rarely available, and he’d 
look great as a short-term add for a legit contender and a 
long-term running mate for Hughes. 
 
5. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Last Week: 5 
Record: 31-13-8 
Sean rank: 5 
Dom rank: 5 
 
Biggest team need: An actually good forward 
 
There are some who believe the Leafs need a defenseman, 
but unless they’re swapping out Morgan Rielly for an actual 
elite number one what’s the point? 
 
What Toronto needs is a forward. A good one. A needle-
mover who can play in the top six on the left side. After The 
Big Four and Michael Bunting there is a massive chasm in 
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talent down to the Alex Kerfoots and Pierre Engvalls of the 
world. The Leafs need scoring insurance in case the top 
guys get shut down. Getting some random third liner with 
good Corsi isn’t going to cut it. 
 
6. New York Rangers 
 
Last Week: 8 
Record: 29-14-8 
Sean rank: 6 
Dom rank: 6 
 
Biggest team need: Artemi Panarin’s best friend 
 
Not that one. The other one. Honestly though, if Thursday’s 
trade ends the whole Patrick Kane-to-Manhattan thing once 
and for all, it might be for the best. Now, the Rangers’ 
forward group makes sense. Niko Mikkola is an upgrade on 
the bottom pair, too. If Chicago can just get a third team to 
take on another chunk of Kane’s salary, maybe he can play 
with Vincent Tro … actually, never mind. This team is good 
to go. 
 
7. Dallas Stars 
 
Last Week: 6 
Record: 30-13-10 
Sean rank: 7 
Dom rank: 7 
 
Biggest team need: Depth 
 
Pierre LeBrun made this point after his recent conversation 
with Stars GM Jim Nill: A rental makes more sense than a 
high-profile add for Dallas, partially due to the pending jump 
in salary for Roope Hintz (more than $5 million for 2023-24 
and beyond). That’s for the best, too, given the lack of 
attractive long-term options and the Stars’ actual needs. The 
first line is set. There are solid pieces in place in the middle 
six, too. But something’s got to give, even if it’s just an 
upgrade on Denis Gurianov. The rest of the team is too good 
to have dead spots. 
 
8. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Last Week: 9 
Record: 32-19-1 
Sean rank: 8 
Dom rank: 8 
 
Biggest team need: A top-four defenseman and a top-nine 
winger 
 
The Jets are having a really nice season and in a wide-open 
West they have a real shot at a deep run. But a deep run 
means depth and that’s where the Jets are shallow. There’s 
enough star-power here that Winnipeg can ride along with a 
superstar goalie, but the Jets need some help around the 
edges. The third line could be beefed up a bit and another 
difference-making defender to help Josh Morrissey out would 
be great, too. 
 
9. Edmonton Oilers 

 
Last Week: 11 
Record: 29-18-5 
Sean rank: 9 
Dom rank: 9 
 
Biggest team need: A real No. 1 defenseman 
 
The Oilers are starting to come around: An 8-0-2 record in 
their last 10 and some sparkling underlying numbers of late. 
They’ve got some elite scorers and strong depth throughout, 
but it feels like the one thing they’re missing is one of the 
toughest things to acquire: a stud on the blue line. 
 
Edmonton is paying Darnell Nurse to be that and while he’s 
fine, he’s not quite contender fine. That’s a big difference and 
is currently what separates them from the league’s best. 
 
Jakob Chychrun is out there, baby. Just do it. 
 
10. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Last Week: 10 
Record: 27-19-4 
Sean rank: 10 
Dom rank: 10 
 
Biggest team need: An advance in modern medicine and a 
second-line center. 
 
In the absence of some sort of injury-preventing amulet or 
topical cream, the Avs can settle for getting Gabriel 
Landeskog back at some point soon. Totally. Jared Bednar 
swears he’ll be skating again in a week or so. Scout’s honor. 
Assuming that happens, their full attention can turn toward 
getting a better 2c option than J.T. Compher, and they can 
look to the Blackhawks for help. We’re talking, of course, 
about Max Domi. 
 
11. Seattle Kraken 
 
Last Week: 7 
Record: 29-17-5 
Sean rank: 12 
Dom rank: 12 
 
Biggest team need: One (1) elite player 
 
Look, we never said this would be a realistic deadline needs 
list. Seattle is an exceptionally deep team, but when the 
playoffs roll around it’s unlikely the Kraken will face any team 
in the West and have the best player in the series. That’s a 
problem when it comes to playoff hockey and while Seattle 
has the weakest links covered, the strongest links leave a lot 
to be desired. 
 
One elite game-changer would change that — and there’s a 
reason Vegas went all-in on that philosophy after striking 
gold with the all-depth approach to start. We’ll see if the 
Kraken can buck the trend and find similar magic to Vegas’ 
first season, but history isn’t on their side. 
 
12. Vegas Golden Knights 
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Last Week: 16 
Record: 31-18-4 
Sean rank: 11 
Dom rank: 11 
 
Biggest team need: A new back for Mark Stone 
 
If a backiotomy is out of the picture, they can just trade for 
Kane. He’s a really expensive star dealing with an injury of 
his own, so he’ll fit right in. 
 
13. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Last Week: 13 
Record: 28-18-7 
Sean rank: 13 
Dom rank: 14 
 
Biggest team need: A goalie 
 
The “wait, is Pheonix Copley actually good?” era was fun for 
a few weeks, but the last five or six games have seen the 
clock strike midnight on the former third stringer. Los 
Angeles needs a real solution in between the pipes and the 
fact Copley even sufficed as one for a bit is a testament to 
that. This is a good team, but the Kings need saves and the 
current duo doesn’t inspire much confidence. 
 
14. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Last Week: 14 
Record: 25-16-9 
Sean rank: 14 
Dom rank: 13 
 
Biggest team need: A third-line center. 
 
It’s fair to ask whether Ron Hextall has interest in doing, uh, 
anything, and reasonable to wonder how he’d pull off any 
moves of consequence, even if he were. In the Canes’ blurb, 
we brought up Penguins fourth-liner Ryan Poehling’s 1.66 
points/60 as a way of illustrating Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s 
anemic production. Jeff Carter is behind both, at 1.65. 
Hextall’s decisions on the bottom six — extending Carter and 
Kasperi Kapanen, specifically — are threatening to waste 
one of the last viable years of Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin 
and Kris Letang. They’re capped out and perilously short on 
the assets necessary to improve. But sure, adding a guy like 
Domi would help. 
 
15. Washington Capitals 
 
Last Week: 18 
Record: 27-20-6 
Sean rank: 15 
Dom rank: 16 
 
Biggest team need: Another perfectly adequate NHL forward, 
just kidding 
 
The Capitals have roughly 32 NHL-caliber forwards: Alex 
Ovechkin, and 31 average-ish guys. They’re a deep team 

and winning for that reason, but Ovechkin needs some real 
help in the difference-making department. 
 
16. Florida Panthers 
 
Last Week: 21 
Record: 26-22-6 
Sean rank: 16 
Dom rank: 17 
 
Biggest team need: A true top four defenseman — not like 
last year 
 
First order of business for Florida should probably be trying 
to get their unprotected first-round pick back from the 
Canadiens. Assuming that reversing the Ben Chiarot disaster 
isn’t an option, they might as well try to keep forcing their 
way back into the wild-card picture. Adding a cost-effective, 
decent left-side defenseman like Detroit’s Olli Määttä would 
make sense. Their cap situation, though, is a disaster. 
 
17. Minnesota Wild 
 
Last Week: 12 
Record: 27-20-4 
Sean rank: 19 
Dom rank: 15 
 
Biggest team need: A middleman for Kirill Kaprizov and Mats 
Zuccarello 
 
Minnesota’s devolution into a sub-mediocre five-on-five team 
has been something to behold. A big reason for that is 
wrapped up here: 
 
The Wild’s best bet might just be to hope Marco Rossi has 
picked up enough seasoning in his AHL stint because they’re 
not going to be able to shop in the “first-line center” section 
of the store. 
 
18. New York Islanders 
 
Last Week: 19 
Record: 27-23-5 
Sean rank: 17 
Dom rank: 18 
 
Biggest team need: For Bo Horvat’s scorching hot stick to 
never cool down. 
 
He’s now scored twice in his first 10 shots with the Islanders. 
Twenty percent is, of course, a small step down from where 
he was with the Canucks. In any case, that sort of production 
stretched over 27 more games just might give the Isles the 
juice they need to pass Pittsburgh and Washington in the 
wild-card race. Of course, they’re going to have to do better 
than stuff like Thursday’s zero-point night against Vancouver. 
Horvat’s goal didn’t help there. 
 
19. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Last Week: 15 
Record: 26-20-4 
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Sean rank: 18 
Dom rank: 19 
 
Biggest team need: A whole bunch of depth pieces 
 
The vibes are strong in Buffalo and the core is beginning to 
take shape. The Sabres are on the rise, but they need some 
help around the edges. The bottom six is hit-or-miss and the 
same goes for any defenseman not named Rasmus Dahlin, 
Owen Power or Mattias Samuelsson. Buffalo has the hardest 
part mostly figured out — it’s on the fringes where there’s still 
work to be done. 
 
20. Calgary Flames 
 
Last Week: 17 
Record: 24-18-10 
Sean rank: 21 
Dom rank: 20 
 
Biggest team need: Whatever that gizmo was in “Everything 
Everywhere All At Once” so Jonathan Huberdeau can regain 
his superpowers from the 2021-22 version of Jonathan 
Huberdeau 
 
OK, so I (Dom) just watched “Everything Everywhere All At 
Once” and naturally, I needed an outlet to talk about it. This 
place — a spot for ranking hockey teams — felt perfect. 
 
The movie was delightfully weird, and for Calgary’s sake it 
would be perfect if the technology within it was real. Imagine 
Jonathan Huberdeau with some weird things around his 
ears, pouring Gatorade into his hair like shampoo in order to 
verse jump and steal the powers of another version of 
himself: the 2021-22 version that scored 115 points. 
 
We’ve harped on him a lot this year, but is it really unfair 
given the massive drop in performance year-over-year? 
Having Huberdeau back on his game would solve a lot of the 
problems here. The Flames are missing an offensive 
gamebreaker. 
 
21. Nashville Predators 
 
Last Week: 20 
Record: 24-19-6 
Sean rank: 20 
Dom rank: 21 
 
Biggest team need: For the 24th straight year, an actually 
legit first-line center 
 
It’s not Ryan Johansen anymore. Matt Duchene is on the 
wing now. Mikael Granlund fell off. Juuso Parssinen was fun 
for a few weeks. Next up, Cody Glass. Sure. Maybe one day 
there will be a real guy there. One day. 
 
22. Ottawa Senators 
 
Last Week: 22 
Record: 24-23-3 
Sean rank: 23 
Dom rank: 22 

 
Biggest team need: A Hamburglar-sized miracle 
 
The Senators have won four straight and are one of the 
league’s hotter teams. To make the playoffs would take a 
miracle, but hey, why not dream a little? 
 
Believe it or not, the Senators are actually 11th in expected 
goal differential this season in all situations. Their minus-nine 
actual goal differential puts them 25 goals behind. This team 
should be better, so what if the final 32 games saw an 
explosive regression that saw Ottawa go on a massive 
winning streak. The Senators have a two percent chance at 
the playoffs — that’s not zero. 
23. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Last Week: 23 
Record: 22-20-8 
Sean rank: 22 
Dom rank: 23 
 
Biggest team need: A time machine to get a do-over on this 
past offseason 
 
We’ll stick to Steve Yzerman’s big-ticket items: Andrew 
Copp, at $5.625 AAV for five years, should probably be 
higher than 11th on the team in points/60 (1.82); Ville Husso 
has a .900 save percentage and is 67th in Goals Saved 
Above Expected (-3.19); and Ben Chiarot has spent a good 
chunk of his season sinking Moritz Seider. 
 
24. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Last Week: 24 
Record: 22-22-9 
Sean rank: 24 
Dom rank: 24 
 
Biggest team need: A losing streak 
 
We said it to start the season: The Flyers are too good to be 
as awful as their fans truly want. And here they are sitting at 
22-22-9, disgustingly average placing them ninth from the 
bottom. That’s not what this team needs and it’s going to 
take a losing streak to start making up for lost time. The 
Flyers had an epic one early in the season — time to get 
back on track. 
 
25. St. Louis Blues 
 
Last Week: 25 
Record: 23-25-3 
Sean rank: 25 
Dom rank: 25 
 
Biggest team need: Finding a new home for Ryan O’Reilly 
 
It certainly seems like O’Reilly’s decline has begun, but the 
Blues are also a mess, and his linemates haven’t done him 
any favors. As a rental, he’ll bring something to a playoff-
hopeful team. Given the dearth of centers and the Blues’ 
own need to truly turn the keys over to Robert Thomas and 
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Jordan Kyrou, an extension would be ridiculous. He’s a great 
player who had a great run in St. Louis, but it should be over. 
 
26. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Last Week: 28 
Record: 21-27-4 
Sean rank: 26 
Dom rank: 26 
 
Biggest team need: A sudden resurgence from Brock Boeser 
over the next month 
 
It’s been a tough year for Boeser, but he’s starting to find a 
spark under Rick Tocchet, and that could up his value on the 
trade market. Since the hire, Boeser has seven points in six 
games and is looking like his old self. Thursday’s game 
against the Islanders saw Boeser pick up a goal and two 
assists. More games like that and the Canucks could add 
another major asset for their rebuild. Or retool. Whatever it 
is. 
 
27. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Last Week: 26 
Record: 20-27-4 
Sean rank: 27 
Dom rank: 27 
 
Biggest team need: Another first-round pick 
 
There are a lot of pipe dreams on this list and unfortunately 
for Montreal this one is near the top of the list. Considering 
what Montreal has to offer (not much) and what it’s taken to 
get a first so far (a lot) it doesn’t feel likely. If Montreal is able 
to snag one for the ghost of Joel Edmundson, we will have 
no choice but to bow down at the front office’s mastery. It 
doesn’t feel likely, though. 
 
28. San Jose Sharks 
 
Last Week: 27 
Record:16-26 
Sean rank: 29 
Dom rank: 28 
 
Biggest team need: Cashing in on Erik Karlsson’s magical 
comeback season before the team accidentally wins too 
many games 
 
He’s at 70 points in 53 games now. The Sharks have 29 
games remaining. The math on that 100-point season is 
starting to get pretty simple. Every added win, though, is 
detrimental to the Connor Bedard tank-a-thon. San Jose 
needs to add Karlsson to a contender while they still can still 
stack some Ls to get back into the bottom three. And if 
you’re an opposing GM, take note — he doesn’t turn 33 until 
May 31. Four years at $11.5 million sounds more reasonable 
by the day. 

 
29. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Last Week: 30 
Record: 17-29-6 
Sean rank: 28 
Dom rank: 29 
 
Biggest team need: A team that hasn’t watched John 
Klingberg in two years to want John Klingberg 
 
Klingberg is projected to cost his next team half a win. Not 
add. Cost. That’s what happens when you become one of 
the league’s worst defensive players. All for $7 million, baby. 
 
30. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Last Week: 29 
Record: 17-28-6 
Sean rank: 30 
Dom rank: 30 
 
Biggest team need: A team to bite on the big ask for Jakob 
Chychrun 
 
The thinking here is that it only takes one; as soon as some 
team gives up a first-rounder for a pending UFA who’s half 
as good as Chychrun, Arizona’s slow play will pay off. It’s 
going to happen. 
 
31. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Last Week: 31 
Record: 15-29-5 
Sean rank: 31 
Dom rank: 31 
 
Biggest team need: A market for Patrick Kane 
 
And they need that market to line up with Kane’s personal 
preferences. That, combined with widespread, public 
acknowledgement of his hip injury and the fact that the 
Rangers are (basically) off the board, has the options starting 
to look a little … thin? Bad? How did we get here? 
 
32. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Last Week: 32 
Record: 15-32-4 
Sean rank: 32 
Dom rank: 32 
 
Biggest team need: One poor sucker to overpay for Vladislav 
Gavrikov 
 
This has been a year from hell for the Blue Jackets, but if it 
lands them Connor Bedard and a first rounder for Gavrikov, 
all the suffering will have been worth it.
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Ward excited for Hurricanes to host Stadium Series against Capitals 

Former goalie started 2019 Winter Classic for Blackhawks, 
'one of the coolest experiences of my career'  
 
By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Cam Ward began his NHL career by 
winning the Conn Smythe Trophy voted as the most valuable 
player of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. He was a rookie and 
helped the Carolina Hurricanes win the Stanley Cup by 
defeating the Edmonton Oilers in Game 7 of the 2006 
Stanley Cup Final. 
 
During Ward's final season in the NHL with the Chicago 
Blackhawks, he added another highlight, one he had hoped 
to avoid. 
 
"I had always thought that I didn't want to play in an outdoor 
game," Ward said. "I was a goalie, so I was going to be 
cold." 
 
Ward had a change of heart after he started the 2019 Winter 
Classic at Notre Dame Stadium in South Bend, Indiana. He 
made 32 saves in Chicago's 4-2 loss to the Boston Bruins 
before 76,126 fans. 
 
"I have to say it was one of the coolest experiences of my 
career," Ward said. "It ranks right up there." 
 
Ward started his 14-season NHL career with the Hurricanes, 
who will play the Washington Capitals in the 2023 Navy 
Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series at Carter-Finley 
Stadium in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Feb. 18 (8 p.m. ET; 
ABC, ESPN+, SN360, TVAS2). The game is the 37th 
outdoor game in NHL history and first in the state. 
 
"I'm real excited for the players that haven't had the 
opportunity to play in an outdoor game, and I'm really excited 
for the city of Raleigh and the Caniac fan base," Ward said. 
"They're going to put on a great show. It's going to be a very 
memorable experience for everyone. Even looking at this 

backdrop, Carter-Finley is a great setup for an outdoor 
game. " 
 
Ward played 701 regular-season games, 29th in NHL 
history. Injuries took a toll toward the end of his career, with 
chronic knee and back problems making it difficult to practice 
or fully warm up. 
 
"When I was done, I knew I was done," he said. "My dad's 
motto when I was playing was, 'The more fun you have, the 
better you do.' It became evident that I wasn't having that 
much fun toward the end. I started to hurt a little too much to 
play. The body started to wear down. I knew that it was time 
for me." 
 
The transition into retirement at age 35 wasn't easy. 
 
"If I'm being brutally honest, it took some time," he said. "It is 
hard to just, the next day, to be done. Once you're out, you're 
out. That's a hard pill to swallow." 
 
Ward retired in Raleigh and leaned on the friendships he 
made during his time with the Hurricanes. 
 
"I've met a lot of great people throughout the game of 
hockey, especially with my time here," he said. "I'm back 
now, watching a lot more games. I'm bringing my son to the 
games. I'm a season ticket holder now, so it's great to be 
able to share those memories with my kids and get back into 
watching the game of hockey." 
 
When Ward watches the Stadium Series game next week, 
he will be reminded of the unexpected joy of playing an 
outdoor game, and the gratitude he has for his playing 
career. 
 
"I was really thankful that I was able to get the start that night 
(in South Bend) and to be able to experience that," Ward 
said. "Considering this is year four of being retired, certainly 
the time does fly. It also reminds you to cherish the moments 
you did have when you were playing."
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Ward excited for Hurricanes to host Stadium Series against Capitals 

By Ryan S. Clark 
 
Every team has them. Some teams have more than one. 
That player who has either exceeded expectations, has 
fallen short of those goals or seems on the verge of 
something but you're just not sure how it will turn out. 
 
So who are these players? And how important will they be to 
their teams going forward? Well, that depends upon the 
player, the team and their current situation. 
 
Here's a look at a key player to watch for every team and the 
potential impact they could have on their clubs. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published Jan. 27. Points percentages are 
through Thursday's games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 81.37% 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Feb. 11), @ DAL (Feb. 14), @ 
NSH (Feb. 16) 
 
Jake DeBrusk. We know David Pastrnak is going to score 
more than 100 points in his contract year, while Linus 
Ullmark is the front-runner for the Vezina Trophy. That said, 
DeBrusk was having the strongest season of his career 
before sustaining a lower-body injury during the Winter 
Classic. DeBrusk should be back in the next week or so, and 
when he returns he'll give the already dangerous Bruins 
another weapon, a forward who is averaging 0.83 points per 
game this season. 
 
2. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 74.51% 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Feb. 11), @ WSH (Feb. 14), vs. 
MTL (Feb. 16) 
 
Jordan Martinook. He entered the first week after the All-Star 
break with 11 goals. If he scores five more goals, he'll have a 
career high. Even if Martinook scores two more goals, he'll 
have more goals this season than he had in his past three 
seasons ... combined. Oh, and he also needs one more point 
to set a career high in that department. He's also second 

among all forwards in short-handed ice time, which further 
underscores how valuable he has been. 
 
3. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 70.59% 
Next seven days: @ MIN (Feb. 11), @ CBJ (Feb. 14), @ 
STL (Feb. 16) 
 
Luke Hughes. First-round picks who go the collegiate route 
are starting to leave school after their sophomore seasons. 
Defensemen such as Quinn Hughes, Cale Makar, Charlie 
McAvoy, Owen Power and Zach Werenski, among others, 
have followed that path. So what's stopping Luke Hughes 
from doing the same once the University of Michigan 
concludes its season? Hughes has 32 points in 28 games for 
the Wolverines. His potential arrival could give the Devils 
another puck-moving option who also projects as a top-four 
defenseman ... just in time for the playoffs. 
 
4. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 67.31% 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (Feb. 10), vs. CBJ (Feb. 11), vs. 
CHI (Feb. 15) 
 
Conor Timmins. He's played a fraction of the games, yet is 
already fifth among Leafs defensemen in points. Timmins 
has given the Leafs another puck-moving option who has 12 
points in 18 games since coming over in a trade with the 
Coyotes earlier this season. Timmins gives the Leafs depth. 
But he also gives them another contributor on a team-friendly 
deal. He was a pending RFA, but the Leafs announced 
Thursday they had signed Timmins, a second-round pick in 
2017, to a two-year deal worth $1.1 million in each season. 
 
5. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 66.04% 
Next seven days: vs. TB (Feb. 11), vs. BOS (Feb. 14) 
 
Jason Robertson. Picking Robertson? How groundbreaking. 
But here's why his season continues to matter. Sure, he has 
a legit shot at 50 goals and 50 assists. But he's also 
projected to finish with 106 points. Let's say those 
projections hold. It would amount to Robertson having one of 
the best seasons in franchise history. No, really. That's not 
hyperbole. He'd be the fifth player in North Stars/Stars 
history to score 50 and be the first player in Dallas Stars 
history with 100 points in a season. 
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6. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 66.67% 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Feb. 11), @ COL (Feb. 14), @ 
ARI (Feb. 15) 
 
Brandon Hagel. And in the latest chapter of "The Lightning 
Are A Cheat Code" comes the season Hagel is having. He's 
projected to have 31 goals and 67 points, which both would 
be career highs. But it's the context around those numbers 
that potentially make what he could do even more notable. 
Hagel had 68 career points coming into this season, yet he 
could score nearly that many in an 82-game campaign. And 
the Lightning have him under contract for one more year at 
$1.5 million. 
 
7. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 62.50% 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Feb. 11), vs. SEA (Feb. 14), @ 
CBJ (Feb. 16) 
 
Nikolaj Ehlers. Yes, there's the Norris hopeful (Josh 
Morrissey). The Vezina winner who is trying to claim a 
second one (Connor Hellebuyck). The 31-goal scorer who is 
flirting with 50 (Mark Scheifele). The forward with the slow 
start who has since torn people apart to be on pace for a 93-
point season (Kyle Connor). There's the other forward having 
a career year who is a pending RFA (Pierre-Luc Dubois). 
There's the rookie who could also chase down Seattle's 
Matty Beniers in the points race (Cole Perfetti). Clearly, the 
Jets have a lot of depth and it's what makes Ehlers returning 
to the lineup fascinating. He is averaging more than a point 
per game through his first 18 games and gives a team that 
once struggled to score another player who makes it even 
more dangerous. 
 
8. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 64.71% 
Next seven days: vs. SEA (Feb. 10), @ CAR (Feb. 11), @ 
VAN (Feb. 15) 
 
Vladimir Tarasenko. Trading for one of the most coveted 
forwards ahead of the deadline was a move that signals the 
Rangers' postseason intentions while also adding another 
top-six forward. A source told ESPN's Emily Kaplan that the 
Rangers were looking at Patrick Kane and Timo Meier but 
had concerns about salary cap implications and Kane's hip 
injury. Getting Tarasenko, who is a pending UFA, comes with 
the expectation that getting a six-time 30-goal scorer who 
already has a Stanley Cup is only going to make the 
Rangers even more formidable throughout the season and 
potentially the playoffs. 
 
9. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 61.76% 

Next seven days: @ NYR (Feb. 10), @ PHI (Feb. 12), @ 
WPG (Feb. 14), vs. PHI (Feb. 16) 
 
Chris Driedger. Now, the Kraken are about to face yet 
another question with their goaltending: What will they do 
whenever Driedger is healthy? He sustained a torn ACL 
representing Canada at last year's IIHF Men's World 
Championships and hasn't played this season. The Kraken 
signed Martin Jones in free agency and have watched him 
win 23 games. Philipp Grubauer played only four games in 
January but had a .940 save percentage, the best he has 
had in any month since joining the Kraken. A healthy 
Driedger gives them three options, but which one gets the 
most playing time? 
 
10. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 62.26% 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Feb. 12), vs. SJ (Feb. 16) 
 
Mark Stone. This is more about what the Golden Knights do 
to fill in for Stone rather than Stone himself. The Golden 
Knights announced earlier this month Stone would be out 
indefinitely after having a second back procedure since May 
2022. Golden Knights coach Bruce Cassidy told reporters he 
was told there is an opportunity for Stone to return at some 
point this season. Even if Stone returns eventually, his 
absence creates questions about how Vegas will fill the void 
left by not having its second-leading goal scorer while trying 
to retain a grip on a playoff spot in the competitive Pacific 
Division. 
 
11. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 60.58% 
Next seven days: @ OTT (Feb. 11), @ MTL (Feb. 12), vs. 
DET (Feb. 15) 
 
Jack Campbell. What Campbell did throughout January and 
in his first start after the All-Star break has led to questions 
about a potential turnaround. Campbell finished January with 
a .913 save percentage, his first month with a better one 
than .900 this season. Consistency has been an issue for 
Campbell and that is evidenced by his .889 save percentage 
on the season. But if he can find some consistency and the 
Oilers can harness that in addition to what they have in 
rookie All-Star Stuart Skinner, it could help them remain in 
contention to win the Pacific Division. 
 
12. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 58.00% 
Next seven days: @ FLA (Feb. 11), vs. TB (Feb. 14), @ MIN 
(Feb. 15) 
 
Bowen Byram. Staying healthy has been the greatest barrier 
when it comes to seeing what the Avs truly possess with 
Byram. They saw it during their Stanley Cup run and when 
Byram opened this season with five points in 10 games while 
averaging more than 20 minutes before he was injured. A 
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return to health and some consistency from Byram, who is a 
pending restricted free agent, could help the Avs return to 
the playoffs. 
 
13. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 59.00% 
Next seven days: @ ANA (Feb. 10), @ LA (Feb. 11), @ SJ 
(Feb. 14) 
 
Tristan Jarry. Nine wins, 11 losses and five overtime defeats. 
That is the Penguins' record when Jarry is out of the lineup. 
Adjusting to life without their No. 1 goalie has been a theme 
as of late. He was out for two weeks after getting injured in 
the Winter Classic, returned for two games but remained out 
of the lineup until after the All-Star break. Jarry was moved to 
injured reserve Feb. 7, but was still working out. He's been 
listed as day-to-day with the notion his eventual return could 
aid the Penguins' fight to make the postseason. 
 
14. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 59.43% 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Feb. 11), vs. BUF (Feb. 13) 
 
Pheonix Copley. His seven wins in January alone are one 
fewer than what Jonathan Quick has had all season. That's 
how important Copley has been to a team that, like a few of 
their counterparts, can score but has had trouble receiving 
consistent goaltending. Even though Copley had a .889 save 
percentage in January, his efforts are why the Kings have 
remained in the Pacific Division fight and will look to do so in 
what is shaping up to be the NHL's most competitive race. 
 
15. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 56.86% 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Feb. 11), vs. FLA (Feb. 13), vs. 
COL (Feb. 15) 
 
Matt Dumba. Does he stay? Does he go? Those seem to be 
the most notable questions facing the Wild defenseman. 
Dumba is a pending UFA who the Wild could move at the 
trade deadline in exchange for some scoring help. 
 
16. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 53.70% 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Feb. 11), @ MIN (Feb. 13), @ 
STL (Feb. 14), @ WSH (Feb. 16) 
 
Sergei Bobrovsky/Spencer Knight. Scoring is not the issue 
with the Panthers this season. Only the Bruins, Oilers and 
Sabres had scored more goals as of Feb. 8 than the 
Panthers this season. Allowing goals, however, has 
remained an issue to the point the Panthers are seventh in 
goals allowed. This is why they have only a plus-1 goal 
differential. It's also what makes the contributions from 
Bobrovsky and a healthy Knight critical. Getting consistent 

performances from them not only makes the Panthers even 
more formidable, but it also helps strengthen their chances in 
a wild-card race where five teams are separated by four 
points. 
 
17. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 56.60% 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Feb. 11), vs. SJ (Feb. 12), vs. 
CAR (Feb. 14), vs. FLA (Feb. 16) 
 
Nicklas Backstrom. Other than Alex Ovechkin's chase for the 
most goals in NHL history? The most notable narrative facing 
the Capitals is the mounting injuries while trying to secure 
another playoff berth. Backstrom's return to the lineup gives 
the Caps depth down the middle while also providing them 
with a veteran playmaker capable of creating scoring 
chances for others and himself. Having a healthy Backstrom 
coupled with the eventual return of John Carlson further 
strengthens their roster in a bid to capture a ninth straight 
postseason appearance. 
 
18. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 56.00% 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Feb. 11), @ LA (Feb. 13), @ 
ANA (Feb. 15) 
 
Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. One of the narratives around the 
Sabres this season has been the progress made by their 
youth movement and what it could mean for them going 
forward. Luukkonen falls into that conversation. He has given 
the Sabres a chance to win, which has helped them push 
back into the wild-card race while potentially showing he has 
made a breakthrough. 
 
19. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 55.77% 
Next seven days: @ BUF (Feb. 11), @ OTT (Feb. 13), vs. 
DET (Feb. 16) 
 
Jacob Markstrom. Look at the Flames' underlying defensive 
metrics per 60 in 5-on-5 situations. They are in the top five in 
shots allowed and scoring chances allowed while ranked 
sixth in high-danger chances allowed. It's what makes the 
disconnect with Markstrom so jarring given he's on his third 
stretch of more than five straight losses this season. The 
Flames need him if they are going in their bid for a playoff 
spot. 
 
20. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 53.64% 
Next seven days: @ MTL (Feb. 11), vs. OTT (Feb. 14) 
 
Bo Horvat. Come on, now. Let's be real here. The Islanders 
parted with quite a bit to get Horvat, signed him to a long-
term deal worth a lot of money and did this for what they 
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believe can be an instant and lasting impact. Of all the teams 
challenging for the wild-card spot in the East, the Islanders 
have scored the fewest goals. Horvat has 32 goals through 
51 games and he's projected to score 51 this season. The 
Isles' power play, which ranks 31st, has amounted to 24 
goals this season whereas Horvat has scored 11 goals and 
also has seven assists on the man advantage alone this 
season. Horvat presents the Isles with a player who can fill 
needs all while being a top-six center who strengthens what 
they have down the middle and giving their dressing room a 
former captain. 
 
21. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 52.00% 
Next seven days: vs. VAN (Feb. 11), @ VAN (Feb. 13), @ 
EDM (Feb. 15), @ CGY (Feb. 16) 
 
Dylan Larkin. An argument could be had that this might be 
Larkin's best and most important season for a few reasons. 
He's currently projected to score what would be a career-
high 75 points. He also leads the team in power-play ice time 
while being second in 5-on-5 and short-handed minutes. 
Those items, his stature within the franchise and the fact he 
is a pending unrestricted free agent whose future has 
attracted attention is what makes Larkin a player to watch for 
the remainder of the season. 
 
22. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 48.04% 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Feb. 11), vs. FLA (Feb. 14), vs. 
NJ (Feb. 16) 
 
Ryan O'Reilly. Now that Tarasenko is with the Rangers, the 
attention shifts to what will happen with the Blues captain. 
He's currently on injured reserve and continues to work his 
way back from a broken foot. A number of outcomes could 
happen with O'Reilly. The first is he could be traded. As of 
Feb. 9, the Blues were nine points out of the final wild-card 
spot and they could be in a position to start thinking about 
their future considering O'Reilly is a pending UFA. So what's 
the second? He could stay with the Blues through the 
deadline, potentially sign a new contract with the team and 
be part of that future. 
 
23. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 55.10% 
Next seven days: @ PHI (Feb. 11), vs. ARI (Feb. 13), vs. 
BOS (Feb. 16) 
 
Juuso Parssinen. Getting five points in his first seven games 
created the belief the Predators might have found another 
offensive contributor -- only to see him muster just four points 
in 14 games in December. Yet, Parssinen followed that with 
12 points in 13 games in January. Those contributions 
helped the Preds win nine games and allowed them to stay 
within range of challenging for the final wild-card spot after 
the All-Star break. 

 
24. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 51.00% 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (Feb. 11), vs. CGY (Feb. 13), @ 
NYI (Feb. 14) 
 
Alex DeBrincat. His first season in Ottawa might not see him 
hit the 70-point mark for the third time in his career. But 
DeBrincat is on pace for what would be his third-best season 
in terms of points and could make a run at a 30-goal season. 
The intrigue, however, lies in what happens with his contract 
situation at the end of the season. He's a pending RFA with 
one year of team control before he becomes a UFA in 2024. 
Does he join Drake Batherson, Thomas Chabot, Josh Norris, 
Brady Tkachuk and Tim Stutzle as current Sens on a long-
term deal? Or could he sign on a one-year deal and see 
what the open market presents? 
 
25. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Feb. 11), vs. SEA (Feb. 12), @ 
SEA (Feb. 16) 
 
James van Riemsdyk. There is the question of where van 
Riemsdyk will ultimately end up. But there is also the 
question of what the Flyers could receive in exchange for 
van Riemsdyk if he is traded. He presents any playoff-bound 
team with a proven scorer who can bolster their top-six or 
top-nine group with a veteran option. Whatever the Flyers 
get in return for van Riemsdyk is expected to help aid them 
in their rebuilding efforts after what's looking like the third 
straight season without making the playoffs. 
 
26. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 43.14% 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Feb. 11), vs. EDM (Feb. 12), vs. 
CHI (Feb. 14), @ CAR (Feb. 16) 
 
Rafael Harvey-Pinard. Injuries have been a major part of the 
Canadiens' season. Those injuries have led to others getting 
chances, and Harvey-Pinard has turned his into registering 
six points in his first seven games. Granted, it is a small 
sample size. But Harvey-Pinard was a productive AHL player 
who averaged 0.71 points in 142 games. Is it possible he can 
parlay that success into something sustainable in the NHL 
and give the Canadiens another young player who could 
factor into their future plans? 
 
27. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 40.57% 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Feb. 12), vs. PIT (Feb. 14), @ 
VGK (Feb. 16) 
 
Timo Meier. The Tarasenko trade provided an indication that 
the Sharks are seeking something substantial in exchange 
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for Meier. Seeing what the Islanders parted with to land 
Horvat before signing him to a long-term deal was thought to 
provide a blueprint for teams in a similar situation. Meier has 
one more year of team control before he is set to become a 
UFA in 2024. Furthermore, the discussion around Meier's 
future converges right as he is having the strongest season 
of his career; he is projected to finish with what would be his 
first 80-point campaign. 
 
28. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 44.23% 
Next seven days: @ DET (Feb. 11), vs. DET (Feb. 13), vs. 
NYR (Feb. 15) 
 
Brock Boeser. Their decision to trade Horvat to the Islanders 
showed the Canucks are indeed open for business. So is it 
possible that Boeser could be the next player who moves on 
from the Canucks? If so, any team interested in Boeser 
would be getting a four-time 20-goal scorer who is on pace to 
finish with 15 goals this season. But the other item they'd be 
receiving is the two years at $6.665 million AAV Boeser has 
left on the three-year extension he signed last July. 
 
29. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 39.22% 
Next seven days: @ CHI (Feb. 10), @ STL (Feb. 11), @ 
NSH (Feb. 13), vs. TB (Feb. 15) 
 
Barrett Hayton. Much has been said about the Coyotes' 
future and where Hayton fits within that plan. His career 0.33 
points per game average coming into this season has fallen 
short of what comes with being a former No. 5 pick. But 
Hayton did finish January with eight points. Could it be the 
start of something for a player who is still just 22? Or if it's 
not Hayton? There is that matter of what the Coyotes could 
potentially receive at the deadline in return for Jakob 
Chychrun and/or Shayne Gostisbehere. 
 
30. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 35.71% 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Feb. 10), @ WPG (Feb. 11), @ 
MTL (Feb. 14), @ TOR (Feb. 15) 
 
Connor Bedard. Poet laureate Rihanna once said, "Baby, 
this is what you came for," and if that's true, why dance 
around the subject? The reason everyone continues to ask 
about the collective futures of Max Domi, Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews stems from the need to have the strongest 
possible odds to land Bedard. That, and seeing what 
additional draft capital the Blackhawks can attain in the 
process. Still, having the fewest points does not guarantee 
getting the No. 1 pick. But it doesn't hurt either. 
 
31. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 38.46% 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Feb. 10), @ VGK (Feb. 12), vs. 
BUF (Feb. 15) 
 
John Klingberg. There were a number of possibilities 
presented when Klingberg signed a one-year deal with the 
Ducks. One of them was he could be moved at the trade 
deadline, and it appears that's what could happen. If so, it 
would give his future team a top-four defenseman in need of 
a new contract while giving the Ducks draft capital for what 
they believe can be a brighter future. 
 
32. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 33.33% 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (Feb. 10), @ TOR (Feb. 11), vs. 
NJ (Feb. 14), vs. WPG (Feb. 16) 
 
Kirill Marchenko. Like the Blackhawks, the Blue Jackets are 
also a serious player in the Bedard sweepstakes. The 
biggest selling point for having the No. 1 pick is the promise 
of the future, and Marchenko appears to be part of those 
plans. His 13 goals in 28 games has him on pace to finish 
with 21 goals in 45 games. Marchenko's exploits have led to 
him emerging as a serious contender to win the rookie goal-
scoring race while also making a case for the Calder Trophy. 
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Quick Whistles: Andrei Svechnikov’s Speed, Hurricanes At The NHL Trade Deadline  

Andrei Svechnikov put his speed on display over NHL All-
Star Weekend, and the trade deadline draws near. 

By Brett Finger 

In a shocking twist, it wasn’t Andrei Svechnikov’s strength, 
hands, shot, or passing ability that made him a winner during 
the NHL All-Star Skills Competition in Florida. 

It was his speed.  

The Carolina Hurricanes’ young winger handily won the 
Fastest Skater competition, and while I’d stop short of saying 
it was as iconic as Cam Ward beating Tim Thomas in the 
hilarious goalie lap during the All-Star Weekend in Raleigh 
years ago, it was another great moment for a great young 
player. 

The All-Star Break seemingly came at an opportune time for 
the winger, who is currently riding a 15-game goal drought. 
He's managed to keep up, tallying 10 assists over those 15 
games, but his goal-scoring ability is a key component to his 
overall offensive package, so eyes will be fixed on him when 
the post-break schedule gets kicked off for the Canes on 
Saturday. 

The Hurricanes At The Trade Deadline 

Just eight games separate the Hurricanes from the NHL 
Trade Deadline, which means speculation season is well 
underway. 

San Jose’s Timo Meier is one of many bigger-name players 
that the Hurricanes are reportedly attached to in trade talks 
following the devastating Max Pacioretty re-injury. Links have 
also been made between the Canes and Chicago 
Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews to fill a second-line 
center position that has been a spot of inconsistency as of 
late. 

Toews is an interesting idea. The 34-year-old pivot has won 
three Stanley Cups, one Selke, and one Conn Smythe in his 
Hall of Fame career. He is also a pending unrestricted free 
agent, which makes him less of a commitment. That’s a good 
thing, given his age and his decline in production. That 
question is if Carolina has enough firepower on the wing to 
make up for what Toews has lost offensively. 

Perhaps a revitalized Toews could make for a perfect 
second-line center in between Sebastian Aho and Jordan 
Staal. Though his cap hit is substantial at north of $10 
million, his base salary is a far more reasonable $2.9 million. 

Shifting back to Meier, though, this is a player that seems 
scientifically engineered to be a Hurricanes trade target. The 
team lost a big power forward with goal-scoring ability in 
Nino Niederreiter over the offseason, and his replacement is 
done for the year. As well as Stefan Noesen has played, 
acquiring an upgrade would go a long way to prove how 
serious the team is about taking the next step. 

A chart illustrating Timo Meier’s isolated shot impact when 
he’s on the ice. 

Timo Meier isolated impact 2022-23 HockeyViz 

While Toews has had a modest season thus far, tallying an 
even 14 goals and 14 assists, Meier has been a cut above. 
In 52 games, the Swiss winger has already netted 30 goals 
and put 232 shots on the net. That’s the second-most in 
hockey behind Boston’s David Pastrnak and 63 more shots 
than Svechnikov’s team-leading 169. 

Meier is also just 26 years old. He will be a restricted free 
agent this summer, which could spark some issues. For the 
Hurricanes to pull off a trade of this magnitude, they will 
almost certainly need to have an extension ready to go for 
the player. The team should have a lot of money coming off 
the books this off-season, though. Jordan Staal’s $6 million 
cap hit should come down quite a bit, as well. 

One thing to keep in mind is that Martin Necas will be due for 
an extension after the 2023-24 season, but on paper, those 
two contracts should be able to coexist, given how the 
team’s money situation is structured. It’s Sebastian Aho’s 
contract that will make things interesting, given his UFA 
status after next season. 

Meier and Toews have been among the most-talked-about 
trade targets for the Hurricanes, which could very easily 
mean that neither of them ends up in Raleigh and the team 
instead makes a move that’s completely off the radar. No 
one saw Vincent Trocheck and Brady Skjei getting dealt to 
Carolina at the 2020 deadline, so another surprise could be 
in order. 

The next few weeks will be pivotal for how the 2022-23 
season shakes out for Rod Brind’Amour’s group. With 
consistent injury issues and the like, it certainly feels like the 
Hurricanes will need to make a splash or two to sure-up what 
was expected to be a Stanley Cup-contending roster. 

All of those questions should be answered by the early 
afternoon on March 3. 
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272213528.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272326283.html 
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https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/9/23592826/quick-whistles-andrei-svechnikov-speed-nhl-trade-deadline-timo-meier-jonathan-

toews-nhl-rumors 
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Former Hurricanes goalie Cam Ward excited Canes can finally 
experience outdoor game 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Cam Ward played 13 seasons for the Carolina Hurricanes, won a Stanley 
Cup, started in an NHL All-Star game in Raleigh and soon will be 
inducted into the team’s new hall of fame. 

One thing missing with Carolina: an outdoor game. 

Ward had to go to the Chicago Blackhawks, where he spent the last 
season of his career in 2018-19, to have that kind of unique experience. 

The 2019 Winter Classic was at Notre Dame Stadium, played on New 
Year’s Day before 76,000 fans. The Boston Bruins topped the 
Blackhawks 4-2, sealing the game with a late empty-net goal, but that 
hardly ruined the moment for Ward. 

“It was one of the coolest experiences of my career,” Ward said 
Thursday. 

The Hurricanes were not an attractive option for an outdoor game for 
many years, staying competitive but missing the Stanley Cup playoffs for 
nine straight seasons. The NHL constantly turned to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins or Boston Bruins or Washington Capitals — or the Blackhawks 
— for outdoor matchups. 

CUP7GM54.SP.061906.CCS -- The Carolina Hurricanes Cam Ward 
hoists the Stanley Cup. The Carolina Hurricanes beat the Edmonton 
Oilers in Game 7 of the Stanley Cup at the RBC Center in Raleigh 
Monday night 6/19/06. The Canes won 3-1 to win the Stanley Cup. 
staff/Chris Seward Chris Seward 

But the 2023 Stadium Series outdoor game will be played at N.C. State’s 
Carter-Finley Stadium a week from Saturday as the Hurricanes host the 
Caps. The place will be packed with more than 54,000 fans for a night 
game in the Wolfpack’s football stadium. 

For Ward, finally having a game in Raleigh says a lot about the continued 
growth of the sport in the Triangle, and its growth as an NHL hockey 
market. 

“I’m really excited for the players who haven’t had an opportunity to play 
in an outdoor game and I’m really excited for the city of Raleigh and the 

Caniac fan base,” Ward said. “I think they’re going to put on a great 
show. It’s going to be a very memorable experience for everyone.” 

Ward, with a smile, said he once believed playing in an outdoor game 
would be more a 60-minute chore than a once-in-a-lifetime thrill. 

“Actually, during my time I kind of thought I didn’t want to play in an 
outdoor game because I was a goalie and I was going to be cold,” Ward 
said. 

But then the chance came with Chicago on Jan. 1, 2019. Ward was given 
the start. As he entered the stadium with the Notre Dame band blaring, 
he said it gave him goosebumps. 

The temperature, he said, was in the high 30s. He wasn’t cold. The ice 
was good. Both teams played hard and Ward had 32 saves. The only 
thing missing was a win. 

The Canes’ Stadium Series game will be played two days after Ward’s 
induction into the Hurricanes Hall of Fame. Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, Ron Francis and Glen Wesley — who all have their jersey 
numbers retired — earned automatic induction, and Ward was named to 
the inaugural class in November. 

Ward, 38, was the Conn Smythe Trophy winner as playoffs MVP in 2006 
when the Canes won the Stanley Cup, in net for Game 7 victories over 
the Buffalo Sabres in the Eastern Conference final and Game 7 against 
Edmonton in the Cup final. 

Ward holds the franchise records for regular-season games played (668), 
wins (318) and shutouts (27). In the 2008-2009 season, when Carolina 
reached the Eastern Conference final, he set a franchise mark for wins 
(39) and then won Game 7s against the New Jersey Devils and Bruins in 
the first two rounds of the playoffs. 

“He’ll always be a part of this organization,” Brind’Amour said when Ward 
left the Canes in free agency in 2018. “He put his stamp on this place.” 

Ward said he has season tickets to Canes games. He and his family will 
be at Carter-Finley for the outdoor game as interested spectators, and 
Ward will later play in the team’s Alumni Game at Carter-Finley. 

“Carter-Finley is a great setup for an outdoor game and the Hurricane fan 
base will make it even more of an experience,” Ward said. “It reminds me 
of when we hosted the (2011) All-Star Game. I can remember how proud 
everybody was of the way Raleigh embraced that.” 
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Kreider, Chytil lead Rangers to 4-3 win over Canucks 

 

Allan Kreda 

3-3 minutes 2/8/2023 

 

NEW YORK — Chris Kreider and Filip Chytil got New York off to a strong 
start in the first period and the Rangers held on to beat the Vancouver 
Canucks 4-3 on Wednesday night for their third straight win. 

Alexis Lafreniere and Mika Zibanejad also scored for the Rangers, who 
have won four straight and 11 of the last 14 at home. K’Andre Miller had 
three assists and Jacob Trouba added two, and Igor Shesterkin had 22 
saves. 

Conor Garland, Vasily Podkolzin and Elias Pettersson had goals for the 
Canucks. Quinn Hughes had two assists and Spencer Martin finished 
with 17 saves. 

New York is 18-4-3 since Dec. 5 while spiraling Vancouver is 4-12-1 
since Dec. 27. 

Chris Kreider and Filip Chytil each scored in Wednesday night's victory 
against the Canucks.  

Chris Kreider and Filip Chytil each scored in Wednesday night's victory 
against the Canucks. (Frank Franklin II/AP) 

Kreider opened the scoring with his 21st goal at 6:53 of the opening 
period, converting a pass from Vincent Trocheck past Martin. It was 
Kreider’s 21st of the season and 250th of his career — tying him with 
Mark Messier for seventh place on the franchise’s all-time list. 

Chytil made it 2-0 at 8:31 with his career-best 19th and his seventh 
during a five-game scoring streak. He has 11 goals and four assists in his 
last 13 games. 

Garland pulled the Canucks within one with 2:24 left in the first, beating 
Shesterkin with a high shot for his 10th. 

Lafreniere, who scored the overtime winner against Calgary on Monday, 
put the Rangers ahead 3-1 at 6:23 of the second. It was his eighth, giving 
him three goals and three assists in his last six games. 

Podkolzin made it 3-2 with his first of the season with 3:54 left in the 
middle period. 

Zibanejad gave the Rangers a two-goal cushion with 3:55 left in the third 
with his team-leading 25th goal but Pettersson made it 4-3 just 11 
seconds later with his 22nd. Hughes got his team-high 42nd assist on the 
last score. 

NOTES: The Rangers are 16-5-3 against Western Conference 
opponents and 7-2-2 against Pacific Division teams. ... Anthony 
Beauvillier, acquired as part of the trade that sent Bo Horvat to the 
Islanders on Jan. 30, had his first assist for Vancouver on Pettersson’s 
goal. ... The teams meet again Feb. 15 in Vancouver. ... Buffalo is the 
only team the Rangers have yet to face this season. 

Canucks: At the New York Islanders on Thursday night. 

Rangers: Host Seattle on Friday night. 
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Next task for Chris Drury: Upgrade Rangers' fourth line 

 

Mollie Walker 

3-4 minutes 2/9/2023 

 

The Rangers are still trying to figure out their most effective fourth-line 
combination, which is why Will Cuylle was brought back up from AHL 
Hartford for the previous two games after he skated in his first two NHL 
contests before the All-Star break. 

Cuylle, who along with his linemates had a particularly rough game 
Wednesday night against the Canucks, was reassigned to the Wolf Pack 
on Thursday. It was one of two moves the Rangers needed to make in 
order to accommodate Vladimir Tarasenko and Niko Mikkola — who 
were brought in from the Blues via trade Thursday afternoon in exchange 
for a conditional first-round pick in 2023, a conditional fourth-round pick in 
2024, Sammy Blais and Hunter Skinner. The other move the Rangers 
made was waiving defenseman Libor Hajek. 

The fourth line will probably be the next area of focus for Rangers 
president and general manager Chris Drury. 

“We’re certainly still looking at ways to improve the group,” Drury said 
when asked if he’ll make any more moves between now and the March 3 
trade deadline. “I can see your point about [the fourth line], and it’ll be 
one we look at for sure, as well as a few others and see what we can do 
between now and the deadline.” 

Head coach Gerard Gallant has deployed 19 different fourth-line 
combinations over 51 games. The most recent trio of Cuylle, Blais and 
Jake Leschyshyn had a fiery game against the Flames, but it fizzled out 
rather quickly in a turnover-riddled performance against the Canucks. 

Blais is no longer a Ranger and Cuylle is back in Hartford, so there will 
be another fourth-line combo that takes the ice Friday night against the 
Kraken. 

The Rangers have to decide how they want their fourth line to look and 
play. Whether it’s a more physical version, such as when Dryden Hunt 
and Ryan Reaves — who are both no longer with the club — bookended 
the bottom unit, or a speedier version, like the Tyler Motte (now with 
Senators) and Jonny Brodzinski (now in Hartford) wing-center tandem in 
last season’s playoffs, the Rangers need to construct the line with an 
identity in mind. 

There are plenty of options, but it’s up to management and the coaching 
staff to discover which fourth-line style of play works the best for the club. 

The decision to send Cuylle back to Hartford, however, is probably what 
is best for the 21-year-old right now. Playing top-six minutes in the AHL is 
much more beneficial for Cuylle’s development than barely seeing the ice 
in a fourth-unit role in the NHL. The fourth line may be where the 
Rangers envision Cuylle in the long run, but there is still work to be done 
on his game that is better sorted out in the minors. 

With Cuylle back in Hartford, expect Julien Gauthier to draw back into the 
lineup after serving as a healthy scratch in the previous two games. 
Gauthier would likely take precedence over Vitali Kravtsov, who is not 
built for the fourth line. By drawing penalties and playing a physically 
imposing game, Gauthier is better suited to flank the bottom unit. 

Either Barclay Goodrow or Jimmy Vesey will presumably be bumped 
down from the top-nine to the fourth line. 
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What Gerard Gallant must do after Rangers rightly make Vladimir 
Tarasenko trade 

 

Larry Brooks 

5-6 minutes 2/9/2023 

 

This was the right move at the right cost and at the right time. 

Now the Rangers have their legitimate first-line threat on right wing of the 
first line after Thursday’s acquisition of Vladimir Tarasenko from the 
Blues in a five-asset deal in which third-pair lefty defenseman Niko 
Mikkola will also come to Broadway in exchange for the later of the 
Blueshirts’ two 2023 first-rounders, Sammy Blais and Hartford 
defenseman Hunter Skinner. 

Now it is on head coach Gerard Gallant, who has driven his team to the 
seventh-best overall record in the NHL off an 18-4-3 surge that began 
just over two months ago despite constant instability, to establish a top-
nine and allow it to gestate. 

Note to the coach: That means constructing a first line consisting of 
Tarasenko on the right, Mika Zibanejad in the middle and Artemi Panarin 
on the left and sticking with it. That also means inserting the left-hand-
shooting Tarasenko onto the first power-play unit in place of Vincent 
Trocheck and reimagining the four-righty approach that has gone stale. 

Tarasenko is 31 and has a history as an elite goal-scorer who was a 
significant factor in the Blues’ 2019 Stanley Cup championship. He 
scored between 33 and 40 goals in all six seasons between 2014-15 and 
2021-22 in which he played more than 24 games. Tarasenko is also a 
big-bodied winger who can protect the puck and get to the net. 

Yes, of course, it may take some time for him to mesh with Zibanejad 
and Panarin but that’s the beauty of the timing of the deal. Three weeks 
ahead of the deadline, Drury bought that time for mutual acclimation. 

The Islanders and Lou Lamoriello jumped the deadline first by acquiring 
Bo Horvat. Now the Rangers and Tarasenko. Et tu, Devils GM Tom 
Fitzgerald, whose team suffered a massive blow with Thursday’s 
announcement that the nonpareil Jack Hughes is “week-to-week” with an 
upper-body issue? 

Tarasenko also has a history on and off the ice with his fellow 
countryman and friend, Panarin, who has been out of sorts for much of 
the season that has been his most ordinary since coming to Broadway 
four years ago. Tarasenko and Panarin were teammates on several 
Team Russias in international events, first in the 2011 World Juniors and 
last in the 2016 World Cup. They see the game the same way. Almost 
two years ago when Tarasenko asked out of St. Louis, he wanted to 
come to the Rangers. 

Panarin doesn’t particularly love change. But that’s been the hallmark of 
his season following sympatico centerman Ryan Strome’s free-agent exit 
to Anaheim. No. 10 has played on 13 different line combinations — five 
centered by Zibanejad, five centered by Trocheck and three centered by 
Filip Chytil. 

This is not unique to Panarin, of course. But it seems to have taken a toll 
on him, the Russian Rockette having gone seven straight without a goal 
(and with one in the last dozen) entering Friday’s Garden match against 
Seattle. Panarin’s confidence seems down, witness his miss by a mile on 
a breakaway against Vancouver on Wednesday. 

The musical chairs portion of the season should now have come to an 
end. Gallant will have to decide whether it’s Jimmy Vesey or Barclay 
Goodrow who drops out of the top-nine to join the fourth unit, but once 
that call is made, line combinations should become stable. 

The Kid Line — on for seven goals for and one against since 
reassembled five games ago — should be the no-doubt second unit, with 

Trocheck and either Vesey or Goodrow with Chris Kreider as the third 
line. It is time for some stability here. 

This is a pure rental deal with both Tarasenko and Mikkola — who will 
usurp Ben Harpur’s spot across from Braden Schneider on the third 
tandem — pending unrestricted free agents. The first-rounder that went 
to St. Louis had been intended as deadline currency from the moment 
Drury acquired it in September from Dallas in the exchange for Nils 
Lundkvist. Blais and Hunter were easily expendable. 

The Blues’ retention of 50 percent of Tarasenko’s $7.5 million cap hit 
does provide some leeway for the club to bolster the fourth line and 
depth on defense before the March 3 deadline. According to 
CapFriendly, the Blueshirts will have $1,635,707 of AAV space at the 
deadline once Libor Hajek, placed on waivers, either clears and is 
assigned to the Wolf Pack or is claimed on Friday. 

Drury got a big fish without sacrificing, a) the better of the first-rounders; 
and, b) Brennan Othmann, Zac Jones, Matt Robertson, Vitali Kravtsov, 
Will Cuylle or Adam Sykora. They are all still in the pool of prospects. 

The Rangers are 29-14-8 without having actually hit their stride. They are 
a resourceful team that has been more than the sum of its parts. Now 
there is another resource or two. Now there is another top-six part. Now 
there is a forecast of stability. 

Right deal. Right cost. Right time. 
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Rangers trade for Vladimir Tarasenko in blockbuster deal with Blues 

 

Mollie Walker 

5-6 minutes 2/9/2023 

 

With three weeks until the trade deadline, Rangers president and general 
manager Chris Drury wasted no time in addressing the club’s greatest 
needs.  

In doing more business with the Blues, this time as buyers, the Blueshirts 
acquired forward Vladimir Tarasenko and defenseman Niko Mikkola in 
exchange for a conditional 2023 first-round pick, a conditional 2024 
fourth-round pick, Sammy Blais and prospect Hunter Skinner, the team 
announced Thursday afternoon.  

The deal fills the Rangers’ holes at right wing in the top-six and on the left 
side of bottom defensive pair. Drury was able to swipe one of the top 
trade chips on the market in Tarasenko, while also preserving key 
players who are currently in the lineup and squeezing an added bonus of 
more defensive depth in the process.  

“It’s something we’ve been looking at for a while,” Drury said on a Zoom 
call with reporters. “When the pieces started to come together, I didn’t 
really see any reason to wait. It certainly gives the two new players a little 
more time to acclimate to our group.”  

The Blues retained 50 percent of the last year of Tarasenko’s contract, 
which carries a $7.5 million cap hit. Between St. Louis’ salary retention 
on Tarasenko, the Rangers waiving Libor Hajek and sending Will Cuylle 
back to AHL Hartford, the club was able to accommodate the additions of 
the Russian winger and Mikkola’s $1.9 million cap hit.  

Read the expert take on the Blueshirts 
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Sign up for Larry Brooks' Inside the Rangers, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

The first-round pick will be the later of the Rangers’ two in the 2023 NHL 
Draft, either their own or the one they received from the Stars in 
exchange for Nils Lundkvist earlier this season. If Dallas finishes with a 
top-10 pick, it will shift to next year and be the later of those two. The 
fourth-rounder in 2024 will become a third-round pick if the Rangers 
make the playoffs this season.  

It was a strategic haul for Drury to send to the Blues in order to secure 
Tarasenko, who may be in a down year in terms of offensive production, 
but that’s likely a testament to his now former team’s overall struggles. 
With 10 goals and 19 assists in 38 games, the 31-year-old was still 
among the Blues’ top five point producers.  

In 2021-22, coming off of a slew of shoulder surgeries, Tarasenko posted 
a career high of 82 points with 34 goals and 48 assists. He is also a 
proven playoff contributor, having scored 41 goals in 90 postseason 
games over his nine seasons in St. Louis.  

If the Rangers couldn’t get Patrick Kane, Artemi Panarin’s pal in Chicago, 
Tarasenko was the next best option. Drury said he had a quick 
conversation with Panarin about the prospect of bringing in Tarasenko. 
Panarin and Tarasenko have represented Russia together a few times 
dating to the 2011 World Juniors.  

Blues defenseman Niko Mikkola, left, works against Seattle Kraken 
defenseman Vince Dunn 

Though the two Russians haven’t skated on the same line much, the 
thought is that Tarasenko will slot onto the right wing of Panarin and Mika 
Zibanejad to make up the Rangers’ top unit. Drury was noncommittal 
when asked where Tarasenko will play, or if he’ll see time on the top 
power-play unit, citing the fact that it’s head coach Gerard Gallant’s 
decision.  

The Rangers felt the asking price for Kane and the Sharks’ Timo Meier 
was too high for their cap situation, according to a source. Plus, 
management didn’t want to wait on Kane, whose hip concerns also 
played a factor into the Rangers’ decision to target Tarasenko.  

Acquiring Mikkola to play alongside Braden Schneider and pad the 
defense only sweetened the deal.  

Rangers left wing Sammy Blais (91) skates with the puck 

Sammy Blais’ stay in New York was hindered by injuries. 

USA TODAY Sports 

“This was a piece that I really wanted in there and to have it in there now 
and not wait on it,” Drury said of Mikkola, who comes to New York with 
139 games of NHL experience over four seasons in St. Louis. “He’s a 
real good shutdown defenseman. Obviously, he’s got size and reach, like 
K’Andre [Miller] does.”  

Blais, who the Rangers acquired from the Blues in the July 2021 trade 
that sent Pavel Buchnevich to St. Louis, ends his New York tenure at 54 
games. Over his two seasons with the Rangers, Blais had just nine 
points, all assists. He only skated in 14 games in his first campaign on 
Broadway due to a season-ending ACL tear, and the 26-year-old winger 
has struggled to bounce back this season.  

The Rangers were able to finesse sending Blais back to St. Louis, where 
he started his NHL career.  

“Probably didn’t go as well as he or we wanted this season,” Drury said. 
“Certainly wasn’t for lack of off-ice effort, rehabbing and getting ready. 
Going back to a familiar place could help him.” 
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Time will tell, but Vladimir Tarasenko trade looks like a win for the 
Rangers 

 

VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO   NHL Writer 

 

Time will tell how Chris Drury's big move of the 2023 NHL trade deadline 
will play out. But at first blush, it's hard to have anything but a positive 
reaction. 

The New York Rangers team president was able to fill his two primary 
needs − a scoring right-winger and a left-handed defenseman − without 
sacrificing any impact players from the current roster or top prospects. 

Vladimir Tarasenko and Niko Mikkola are heading to New York to play 
prominent roles on a Stanley Cup contending team, with what will likely 
turn out to be a late 2023 first-round pick, a 2024 third-round pick and a 
couple of spare parts going back to the St. Louis Blues. 

The Rangers were already trying to dump an ineffective Sammy Blais 
and his $1.525 million salary, which Drury was somehow able to include 
in this deal. And the final piece, Hunter Skinner, ranked no better than 
fourth among the organization's defensemen prospects. 

"It's something we've been looking at for a while," Drury said Thursday 
on a Zoom call with reporters. "When the pieces started to come 
together, I didn't really see any reason to wait. It certainly gives the two 
new players a little more time to acclimate to our group. There's still a few 
weeks before the deadline, but we're excited to be able to do it now and 
get them in the lineup (Friday)." 

The cherry on top was convincing the Blues to retain half of Tarasenko's 
$7.5 million salary cap hit on his expiring contract. 

Once defenseman Libor Hájek, who was placed on waivers Thursday, 
either clears or gets claimed, the Rangers will be on pace for around $1.6 
million in cap space accrual by the March 3 trade deadline. That's 
enough room for one more minor move, with strong indications that Drury 
will look to add a bottom-six forward who brings speed, defense and an 
aggressive forechecking mentality. 

"We're certainly still looking at ways to improve the group, like we did last 
year leading up to the deadline," he said. 

Five years later:A behind-the-scenes look at 'The Letter' 

Drury's moves at this time last season setup the Rangers for a 
memorable trip to the Eastern Conference Finals. 

He executed four trades, bringing in forwards Andrew Copp, Tyler Motte 
and Frank Vatrano, along with defenseman Justin Braun. Each worked 
out to varying degrees, providing the necessary depth to go on the 
ensuing run. 

Now he seems to be executing a similar strategy, with an emphasis on 
weaponizing draft picks without losing any significant young talent on the 
roster or in the pipeline. 

"We're just trying to make the best deals we can," Drury said. 
"Sometimes that's for picks or players or prospects. We're comfortable 
with the players here and the picks here going the other way. I'm excited 
about the guys." 

Tarasenko presents more upside than any of last year's acquisitions. 
He's accumulated 553 points (262 goals and 291 assists) through 644 
games, including 82 points in 75 games last season. 

That production has dragged this year, with 29 points (10 goals and 19 
assists) through 38 games, but the Rangers are banking on a fresh start 
reviving the 31-year-old. 
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Tarasenko has scored 33 goals or more six times in his career, with 
Drury referring to him as "an elite goal-scorer." 

"We felt acquiring a top-six, scoring winger was something we needed," 
he added. 

Prior to making the deal, Drury had a conversation with star forward 
Artemi Panarin, who has struck up a friendship with Tarasenko over the 
years and played with him on the Russian national team. 

The GM repeatedly said he'll leave the lineup decisions to head coach 
Gerard Gallant, but you can bank on those teaming up with No. 1 center 
Mika Zibanejad on the top line. 

Panarin is posting roughly a point per game this season, but that's a 
notable drop-off from the 1.34 points per game he averaged in his first 
three years with the Rangers. He's had bouts with turnovers and 
inconsistency, with the hope is that his dynamic pass-first style will 
benefit from having a proven finisher on the opposite wing. 

"He's scored a lot of goals in this league, including scoring a lot of playoff 
goals," said Drury, referring to Tarasenko's 41 goals in 90 postseason 
games. 

The other top RW options who have been linked to New York − 
Chicago's Patrick Kane and San Jose's Timo Meier − likely would have 
required more substantial trade packages than what the Rangers sent to 
St. Louis. 

Meier is the youngest and most appealing option of the three, having 
racked up 30 goals through 52 games entering play Thursday. But there 
were two major hurdles. The first was not wanting to part with any 
members of the scorching-hot Kid Line − Alexis Lafrenière, Filip Chytil or 
Kaapo Kakko − or top forward prospect Brennan Othmann. The second 
was being in no position to offer Meier an extension given how tight their 
salary cap situation will be this summer, with Chytil, Lafrenière and 
K'Andre Miller all due for new deals. 

Meanwhile, interest in Kane had dwindled due to concerns over ongoing 
whispers about an injured hip, one person familiar with the situation told 
lohud.com, part of the USA TODAY Network. 

Given that context, Tarasenko emerged as a fairly obvious choice – 
especially considering they were also able to net Mikkola. 

Drury awarded veteran defenseman Ben Harpur with a two-year contract 
extension two weeks ago, but his near league-minimum salary wasn’t 
going to prohibit searching for an upgrade on the bottom pair. Now the 
Rangers have that, with Mikkola ready to slot in next to 21-year-old 
Braden Schneider. 

The 26-year-old isn’t going to make many offensive plays and hasn’t 
produced great defensive metrics this season, but the entire Blues team 
has underperformed. He’s posted better goal suppression rates in years’ 
past and brings a 6-foot-4 frame that Drury and Gallant value from their 
defensemen. 

“As we as we pushed along on the deal, this was a piece that I really 
wanted in there,” Drury said. “He’s a real good shutdown defenseman. 
Obviously, he's got good size and reach, like K’Andre (Miller) does. I’ve 
got a lot of good reports on him. We've done our homework and feel 
good about adding him to our D corps.” 

The only remaining question – besides whether Drury has any other 
moves up his sleeve – is how Gallant will construct his fourth line now 
that Tarasenko sits atop the right-wing depth chart? 

The Kid Line isn’t going anywhere, while Chris Kreider and Vincent 
Trocheck have been building chemistry on a line that you can debate is 
either second or third in the pecking order. Barclay Goodrow or Jimmy 
Vesey will likely play RW on that line, with who doesn't dropping down to 
what has been a little-used fourth line. 

If Goodrow moves down, it would allow Gallant to play him at center and 
scratch Jake Leschyshyn, who has won 56% of his faceoffs but been 

ineffective in most other facets of the game. But that would mean 
reinserting Vitali Kravtsov, who the coach doesn’t seem to trust and has 
said doesn’t fit in a fourth-line role. 

"It's Turk's call and Turk's lineup,” Drury said. “I think Vitali has played 
some really good hockey at points this year. He hasn't been in (for) a little 
bit here, but he's been doing everything he can off ice and in practice to 
get back in there." 
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NY Rangers make big splash, acquire Vladimir Tarasenko from St. Louis 
Blues 

 

VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO   NHL Writer 

 

The New York Rangers have solved their right-wing dilemma. 

Vladimir Tarasenko is coming over in a trade with the St. Louis Blues, 
plus left-handed defenseman Niko Mikkola, a person with knowledge of 
the situation confirmed to lohud.com, part of the USA TODAY Network. 
The deal was first reported by Frank Seravalli of the Daily Faceoff. 

The Rangers later confirmed that they'll be sending a conditional 2023 
first-round pick, a conditional 2024 fourth-round pick, forward Sammy 
Blais and defenseman prospect Hunter Skinner to St. Louis. The Blues 
will also be retaining 50% of Tarasenko's $7.5 million salary cap hit. 

The conditions on the draft picks are as follows: 

The 2023 pick will be the later of the Rangers' two first-round choices − 
they own the rights the Dallas Stars' pick, as well as their own − unless 
the Dallas pick lands in the top 10, in which case it would sent back to 
the Stars and the Rangers would receive an unprotected 2024 first-round 
pick instead. If that happened, the Blues would receive the later of the 
Rangers' two 2024 first-rounders. 

The 2024 pick will become a third-rounder if the Rangers make the 
playoffs this season. 

In corresponding moves, New York reassigned forward Will Cuylle to 
AHL Hartford and placed left-handed defenseman Libor Hájek on 
waivers. 

Five years later: A behind-the-scenes look at 'The Letter' 

Once Hájek is either claimed or clears waivers, the Rangers will be left 
with a little over $1 million in available cap space. Through the accrual 
process, that number can grow to around $1.6 million by the March 3 
trade deadline, which leaves them enough wiggle room to consider 
another minor move. 

But their biggest splash is now official, as team president Chris Drury 
filled his two primary needs without sacrificing any impact players on his 
roster or top prospects. 

Tarasenko has posted 29 points (10 goals and 19 assists) through 38 
games played this season, which is the last year of his contract. That's 
significantly down from last season's total of 82 points (34 goals and 48 
assists), but the Rangers are banking on his track record − he has six 
season of 66 points or more − and a change of scenery providing a 
boost. St. Louis has struggled this year, with many of its top players 
seeing their statistics suffer as a result. 

The 31-year-old will likely slot in on the top line with Artemi Panarin and 
Mika Zibanejad. He and Panarin have played together for the Russian 
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national team, with the Rangers likely hoping that having them join forces 
will increase production for both players. 

Mikkola is expected to replace Ben Harpur on the left side of the 
Rangers' bottom defensive pair. The 26-year-old is in the final year of a 
contract that pays him $1.9 million. He's posted only three assists 
through 50 games this season, but is valued as a responsible stay-at-
home defenseman with size. The 6-foot-4, 209-pounder will likely partner 
with 21-year-old Braden Schneider. 
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Five years later, a behind-the-scenes look at 'The Letter' and rapid NY 
Rangers rebuild 

 

VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO   NHL Writer 

 

The New York Rangers were traveling back from a 2-1 loss in Dallas on 
Feb. 5, 2018 – their third straight defeat – when top executives got word 
that owner James Dolan was calling a meeting. 

As soon as their plane landed, they were whisked away to Madison 
Square Garden. 

When they arrived, Dolan posed a basic-but-loaded question: Was this 
Rangers team good enough to win the Stanley Cup? 

Then-head coach Alain Vigneault argued that anything was possible if 
the team got into the playoffs. But the consensus among the rest of the 
room was, no, the team as currently constructed was not championship 
caliber. 

The owner gave his directive: “I want you to build something that has a 
chance to win – and is sustainable.” 

With that, the rebuild wheels were officially in the motion, setting off a 
chain of events that would reverberate throughout the NHL and touch 
every level of franchise. 

In an effort to pull back the curtain on the decision-making process, all 
the ensuing transactions and where the organization stands a half-
decade later, lohud.com, part of the USA TODAY Network, spoke to 
several players, scouts, executives and league sources. Some with 
knowledge of the events or direct ties to the Rangers have requested 
anonymity. 

This is their collective story. 

Five years later 

Chris Kreider woke up on the morning of Feb. 8, 2018 still in recovery but 
happy to be alive. 

A month earlier, he had undergone surgery to have a portion of his rib 
removed − a necessary procedure to treat thoracic outlet syndrome, 
which had resulted in a life-threatening blood clot in his lungs. 

The extended time away left him detached from the day-to-day 
happenings, but the team would draw his attention − and the attention of 
the hockey world − later that day. 

In an unprecedented decision among NHL franchises at the time, the 
organization released a statement outlining their plans to "lose some 
familiar faces" with the goal of the building for the future. They made a 
direct plea to fans to "remain by our side as we undertake this exciting 
new chapter filled with promise and change." 

In short, the Rangers were rebuilding − and they were going public with 
it. 

Wednesday marked the five-year anniversary of what's become known 
around the league as "The Letter." 

"I’m pretty cognizant of the fact that it’s been five years," Kreider said 
from his locker at the MSG Training Center in Tarrytown on Sunday. 
"When I came back (in late February), I was the most veteran forward. I 
went from one of the young guys to one of the older guys pretty quick." 

Fast forward to today and there are only three players remaining from 
that 2017-18 roster − Kreider, Jimmy Vesey and Mika Zibanejad. Even 
Vesey was engulfed by the wave of trades before returning as a free 
agent this season. 

Otherwise, the Rangers' locker room is filled fresh faces. They're the 
product of what turned out to be a swift teardown and remarkably 
effective ramp-up effort. 

In the two years immediately following The Letter − and prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic − then-general manager Jeff Gorton would execute 
24 trades, 18 draft selections and one very big free-agent signing that 
completely reshaped the roster and prospect pool. 

By the time the 2019-20 season arrived, the Rangers were back in 
playoff contention. And by 2021-22, they were heading for the Eastern 
Conference Finals. 

"It's hard to argue with the results so far," Vesey said. 

The Letter 

After Gorton and his staff were emboldened to put their plan into action, 
Dolan turned his attention to public relations. 

He tasked the PR team, led by former senior vice president of public 
relations and player recruitment John Rosasco, to communicate the 
message to the fan base. 

New York is a demanding market, with little patience for anything other 
than win-now moves. They knew that blindsiding their paying customers 
by trading a slew of popular players would result in backlash. 

That’s how the idea of The Letter was born. 

It was crafted in a few days and hit a variety of notes, appealing to fans’ 
loyalty, highlighting the successful run of 129 playoff games dating back 
to 2005-06 and vowing to keep them informed throughout the process. 

“Our promise to you is that our plans will be guided by our singular 
commitment: ensuring we are building the foundation for our next Stanley 
Cup contender,” it read. 

That direct approach resonated even better than they had hoped, with 
the response overwhelmingly positive. 

Fans appreciated the transparency and fully bought into the rebuild, 
excited by the prospect of new talent while embracing the journey to 
come. 

Their favorable reaction did not go unnoticed, sparking a trend around 
the league. In the years since, multiple teams have issued similar 
statements in an attempt to level with their fan bases. That includes the 
Chicago Blackhawks, Los Angeles Kings and Philadelphia Flyers, who  

Published an open letter on Monday telling their fans, "We're not there" 
while committing to take "the first step in building the future." 

The locker room fallout 

It’s fair to say The Letter wasn’t as well-received in the locker room. 

On the day it came out, the Rangers were only three points out of a 
playoff spot with 28 games to play. 

"It was a shock for everyone," Zibanejad recalled. "It came from what we 
felt – or what I felt – was out of nowhere. We lost in the second round of 
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the playoffs the year before, then that came out. I had just gotten here 
and gotten to know the guys, too. Seeing that many leave and seeing 
those types of players leave was difficult. It made for an uncertain two 
weeks leading up to that trade deadline. ... It was hard to understand at 
that point." 

By the end of that month, prominent players such as Rick Nash, J.T. 
Miller, Michael Grabner and captain Ryan McDonagh were gone. At the 
next trade deadline, Kevin Hayes and Mats Zuccarello would follow. 

This was an especially hard sell for star goalie Henrik Lundqvist. He was 
about to turn 36 and knew his time to chase a Cup was dwindling, but he 
grew convinced the rebuild could be executed quickly and committed to 
staying on. Little did he know at the time, he, too, would be gone in less 
than three years. 

As for his younger teammates, they were left to look over their shoulders 
while receiving a harsh lesson about the volatility of life in the NHL. 

"Everyone always says it’s a business," Vesey said. "And for the rest of 
that season, it certainly was." 

The trading philosophy 

Meanwhile, the front office was plotting their course of action. 

They had already made a couple savvy deals with an eye to the future, 
beginning with the July 2016 trade that sent center Derick Brassard and 
a seventh-round pick to the Ottawa Senators in exchange for Zibanejad 
and a second-round pick, followed by the June 2017 trade that shipped 
center Derek Stepan and goalie Antti Raanta to the Arizona Coyotes for 
defenseman prospect Tony DeAngelo and the No. 7 overall pick in that 
year’s draft. The Zibanejad deal remains in the running for the best trade 
of Gorton’s tenure. 

But with Dolan’s blessing, they accelerated those efforts. 

They focused on leveraging established players whose contracts were 
expiring at the end of that season or the next, with the understanding that 
very few would be around to see the other end of the rebuild. That meant 
using them to collect draft picks and young assets before they hit free 
agency. 

The toughest to say goodbye to after The Letter was McDonagh. He had 
developed into an all-star defenseman and been a linchpin through 
multiple playoff runs, but he was battling injuries and struggling at the 
time. The determination was made that re-signing him at an expected 
salary cap hit of well over $6 million per season would work against their 
new philosophy. 

He became one of two major trades that kickstarted the process. With 
the benefit of hindsight, we can conclude that one turned out to be a heist 
while the other fell flat. 

McDonagh and Miller were involved in the latter. The Tampa Bay 
Lightning showed the most interest but walled off their favorite prospects. 
Inquiries about center Anthony Cirelli and defenseman Mikhail 
Sergachev were met with hard nos, according to multiple sources. 

Of Tampa's available young players, the one the Rangers valued most 
was Libor Hájek. They liked the combination of size and mobility he 
showed that year’s World Junior Championships, where he racked up 
eight points (one goal and seven assists) in seven games for the Czech 
Republic, and viewed him as an NHL defenseman with upside. They also 
netted a 2018 first-round pick and 2019 second-round pick, along with 
veteran forward Vladislav Namestnikov and prospect Brett Howden. 

The most valuable asset turned out to be the first-round pick, which they 
used to select Swedish defenseman Nils Lundkvist at No. 28 overall. He 
developed into a top prospect and was dealt to the Dallas Stars this past 
September for a 2022 first-round pick. But the rest of the return has 
disappointed. 

On the other end of the spectrum, the trade that sent Nash to the Boston 
Bruins is still having positive ripple effects. The Rangers acquired 

forwards Matt Beleskey and Ryan Spooner, defenseman Ryan Lindgren, 
a 2018 first-round pick and 2019 seventh-round pick, but there are more 
dots to connect than that. 

Lindgren defied the odds and developed into a top-four staple, while 
Spooner was later flipped to the Edmonton Oilers in exchange for Ryan 
Strome, who revived his career as the Rangers' second-line center for 
three seasons. And armed with another first-round pick, Gorton was able 
to trade up and snag defenseman K’Andre Miller, who has blossomed 
into one of the NHL’s top young talents. 

Gorton pulled off six total trades at the 2018 deadline and another six in 
February 2019. The second deadline selloff included dealing Hayes to 
the Winnipeg Jets for forward Brendan Lemieux and a 2019 first-round 
pick (which was used to acquire future captain Jacob Trouba) and 
sending Zuccarello to Dallas for a 2019 second-round pick (defenseman 
Matthew Robertson) and 2020 third-rounder (center Oliver Tärnström). 

Some of those trades worked out better than others, but the strategy 
itself was sound. Gorton, assistant general manager Chris Drury and the 
rest of their staff were resolved to load up on as many prospects and 
draft picks as they could, knowing that the more they gathered, the better 
their odds of uncovering valuable pieces. 

“You've got to have enough darts to throw at the board to hopefully hit 
some bulls’ eyes, because there are going to be misses,” one source 
said. “It was just about stockpiling young assets. Not all of them are 
going to play for you, but some will, and you’re hopefully going to use 
some of them (in trades).” 

The draft strategy 

The rebuild went public in 2018, but the restocking of a barren prospect 
pool began the year prior. 

The Rangers went through the previous four drafts – from 2013-16 – 
without any first-round selections. But the Stepan trade landed the No. 7 
overall pick, plus they had their own at No. 21. 

For scouts who for years had been relegated to waiting until the middle 
rounds, the sudden boom of high-end choices was exciting − and 
stressful. 

“We finally were able to get out of that mode of trying to find value that a 
lot of times just wasn’t there when we were starting our draft in the third 
round,” according to one scout. “It was looking at a different caliber of 
players now. These picks were important.” 

They were tasked with identifying "speed, skill, character and hockey 
sense," with the belief that they could add role players and toughness 
later. 

The pick that began it all in 2017 will go down as the biggest blemish. 

The Rangers were eyeing defenseman Cale Makar and center Elias 
Pettersson, but their attempts to trade up and secure one of them were 
fruitless. Both were gone by the time No. 7 came up, which left their table 
debating between centers Lias Andersson, Martin Nečas and Nick 
Suzuki. Andersson turned out to be the worst choice of the three, but 
scouts sold Blueshirts' brass on the Swede as “a character, two-way 
center” with second-line upside. 

“He ended up being none of that, really,” said one scout. 

“Lias was a bad pick,” another put it more bluntly. 

Three years later, Gorton traded an ineffective Andersson for a second-
round pick, which he salvaged by taking promising prospect Will Cuylle. 

It’s been a much different story for the No. 21 pick in that draft. Filip 
Chytil is in the midst of a breakout season and has turned out to be one 
of the better picks in the second half of that year's first round. 

The 2018 draft was just as critical, as the Rangers entered with three 
first-rounders. And unlike the previous year, they zeroed in on their first 
choice from the start. 
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According to multiple sources, Gorton and his top scouts did extensive 
homework on Russian forward Vitali Kravtsov and came away believing 
he was their guy at No. 9 overall. 

“The size, the mind, the skill – everything was there,” recalled one 
source. 

Those talents have been overshadowed by a constant stream of ups-
and-downs, with fingers pointed in both directions. Kravtsov has twice 
returned to Russia out of frustration due to lack of opportunities, causing 
some to question his maturity. But there have also been heated run-ins 
with Drury and others in the organization that fractured the relationship 
and frayed his confidence. 

Now 23, Kravtsov’s future with the franchise is in doubt. He's struggling 
to earn consistent ice time, leading multiple sources to suggest a change 
of scenery is likely coming. 

“All of his allies are gone,” said one, referring to the exodus of many 
executives and scouts that’s occurred since Drury took over as team 
president in 2021. 

But while Andersson and Kravtsov are cautionary tales, with multiple 
sources stressing lessons learned about the need for patience and 
communication with prospects, many other draft picks from the rebuild 
era are making an impact. 

Chytil has been the team’s hottest player for the past month, while Miller 
and 2020 first-round pick Braden Schneider have become fixtures on 
defense. The Rangers got lucky along the way, with fortuitous lottery 
balls landing them Kaapo Kakko with the No. 2 overall pick in 2019 and 
Alexis Lafrenière at No. 1 overall in 2020. And they’re still waiting to see 
what the likes of Cuylle, Robertson, Zac Jones and others turn into. 

"It's really cool to watch these kids grow – and they’re still kids," Kreider 
said. "They carry themselves like vets and they’re great players, but most 
of them are under the age of 25." 

From 2017 through 2020, the Rangers made a total of 34 draft picks – an 
average of 8.5 per year − with eight coming in the first round. 

The payoff 

While draft picks captivated the fan base, the quick turnaround can be 
traced to a slightly older core of players. 

Kreider and Zibanejad made it through the upheaval and have been 
highly productive. All-world goalie Igor Shesterkin was an absolute steal 
in the fourth round of the 2014 draft. And Gorton’s April 2019 deal that 
landed eventual Norris Trophy winner Adam Fox in exchange for two 
second-round picks may have been his best of the rebuild era. 

Then came a splash that sent the whole thing into overdrive. 

Once it became clear that star forward Artemi Panarin’s preference was 
to come to Broadway, the Rangers made the leap on July 1, 2019 to offer 
him a seven-year, $81.5 million contract. Of course, when that decision 
was made − less than three weeks before they handed Trouba a seven-
year, $56 million pact − they had no way of knowing that the coming 
pandemic would result in a flat salary cap for the next three seasons. 

“There was significant debate,” one source said. “He really wants to 
come, but is this the right time? The deciding factor was, this is an elite 
player, and they don’t become available as (unrestricted free agents) 
very often.” 

With that, the Blueshirts were off and running again. They fell short of the 
playoffs in Panarin’s first two seasons – both shortened due to COVID – 
but were clearly an ascending team. 

Then came the shocking firings of May 2021, with Gorton, team president 
John Davidson and head coach David Quinn among those who were 
ousted. 

It remains a sensitive subject for some, many of whom believe they had 
the organization heading in the right direction and got a raw deal. Gorton, 

in particular, laid the groundwork for the success of the current team, with 
his fingerprints all over the current roster. They’ll point out that he was in 
the process of addressing the perceived lack of grit, as evidenced by 
trades that brought in Lindgren and Trouba and the 2020 draft picks of 
Schneider and Cuylle. 

Drury has parted with some of Gorton's stockpiled skill in his effort to 
balance the lineup, but there’s no denying that the Rangers have taken 
off on his watch. The sustained winner that Dolan requested has arrived, 
with the window for their first Stanley Cup since 1994 now wide open. 

We’ve seen other teams endure rebuilds that last a decade, if not more. 
But just over four years after The Letter was released, the Blueshirts 
were among the NHL’s final four team. And at the five-year mark, they’re 
aiming even higher. 
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Postgame takeaways: NY Rangers keep rolling, as do the kids 

 

VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO   NHL Writer 

 

NEW YORK - Outside of Adam Fox and Igor Shesterkin, development 
hasn't been a linear process for the Rangers' young talents. 

But at the moment, the arrow is pointing straight up for many of them. 

That's especially true for the trio of Alexis Lafrenière, Filip Chytil and 
Kaapo Kakko. They've endured periods of doubt and frustration, but not 
lately. They were in the middle of another Rangers' win on Wednesday, a 
4-3 victory over the Vancouver Canucks at Madison Square Garden. 

"There have been some hard times for us," Kakko said. "Laffy this year 
didn't play one game. I was watching (as a healthy scratch) last year. I 
think all of us (got scratched) last year. That happens, but right now, it 
feels good. The team is winning games and our line is playing good." 

They're a big reason why these Blueshirts keep stacking Ws. 

Wednesday made it four in their last five games. Taking it a step further, 
they're 18-4-3 in their last 25. 

Some have been more complete than others, but the results have often 
been the same. 

"To be honest, it feels a little bit like last year in that that type of belief," 
defenseman K'Andre Miller said. "Obviously, we’re not winning in the 
prettiest ways all the time, but just finding a way and sticking it out ‘til the 
last second." 

Lineup:Mika Zibanejad, Artemi Panarin remain a work in progress 

Takeaways:Momentum swings galore in a wildly entertaining win 

'Fil's been unreal' 

Wednesday's win fell somewhere in the middle. 

The Rangers (29-14-8) committed a few too many turnovers, with two 
directly leading to a pair of Vancouver goals. But much more is going 
right than wrong these days. 

At the top of that list are many of their ascending youths, led by the 
scorching-hot Chytil. 

"Fil’s been unreal for us this stretch here," Miller said. "It's fun to see him 
smiling and be happy around the rink. It gives him that extra boost of 
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confidence, which is honestly kind of scary if you're that opposing goalie. 
He's doing great and doing great things for our team." 

Chris Kreider had already given the Blueshirts a 1-0 lead, capitalizing on 
a two-on-one rush with Vincent Trocheck that was sprung by a long 
stretch pass from Miller. Then Chytil doubled it. 

The 23-year-old center is on another planet right now, as he extended his 
goal-scoring streak to five straight games. He's tallied seven total in that 
span, including a sweet backhanded finish in the first period against the 
Canucks. 

It started with Chytil winning an offensive-zone faceoff, with Miller 
gathering the pass and sending it behind the Vancouver net. Kakko 
fought through defenseman Riley Stillman to push the puck to Chytil, 
whose quick hands turned it into his 19th goal of the season. 

"We finally got something off the faceoff," Kakko said with a smile. "That's 
the thing we’ve been trying to do. First of all, win the faceoff, get the puck 
and get some O-zone time. It was bouncing a little, but I just saw Fil in 
front of the net and tried to pass to him. When he's close to net, you can 
just pass to him and somehow the puck finds the net." 

Finding a way 

The Canucks cut into the lead late in the period when Conor Garland 
caught the Rangers' defense out of position off the rush, setting the tone 
for what head coach Gerard Gallant called a "seesaw" contest the rest of 
the way. 

The Blueshirts were charged with 31 turnovers, including 20 giveaways, 
which is always a sore spot for their coach. 

"It was 2-0 and we were playing real good hockey, and then all of a 
sudden, we changed our game a little bit and started turning the puck 
over in the neutral zone – going cross ice and stuff like that," Gallant 
said. "And then in the offensive zone, instead of resetting pucks when 
there was no play, we tried the high-risk play in the slot. … It's a little 
frustrating, but that's what happens. You get up and you think it's going to 
be easy, and then all of a sudden, it's a hockey game." 

Another young buck would respond early in the second. 

It took a few weeks to dig himself out of a funk, but Lafrenière has been a 
force in the last handful of games. He scored the overtime winner in 
Monday's 5-4 victory against the Calgary Flames and made it back-to-
back games with a goal on Wednesday. 

Just like his previous tally, this one came by hunting for loose pucks 
around the net. Jacob Trouba's slap shot bounced off Vancouver 
defenseman Quinn Hughes' leg and Lafrenière pounced to extend the 
lead to 3-1. That marked his third goal in the last five games and eighth 
of the season. 

"All of us can see that, when you feel good, you’re scoring goals and they 
just keep coming," Kakko said. 

The Kid Line of Lafrenière, Chytil and Kakko has been on fire, outscoring 
opponents, 7-1, in the last five games. 

"I feel like we've been playing well," Kakko said. "It doesn't matter against 
which line is over there for the other team. I think always when we get out 
there, something good happens." 

Vasily Podkolzin cut the Canucks' deficit to 3-2 with 3:54 remaining in the 
second period, then the two teams would trade goals during an 11-
second span in the third. The first one came on a redirection from Mika 
Zibanejad for his team-leading 25th goal of the season, which turned out 
to be a critical insurance tally when Elias Pettersson immediately 
followed with a goal of his own. 

"We're finding ways to win, just like we did last year," Gallant said. 
"Nothing's perfect with our group and there are no perfect teams in the 
league right now, but we're finding a way to win the game." 
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Rangers trade for Vladimir Tarasenko 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated February 9, 2023 10:54 pm4-5 minutes 2/9/2023 

 

Maybe Rangers general manager Chris Drury thought Thursday was the 
NHL trade deadline instead of the NBA deadline. Three weeks before the 
NHL’s March 3 deadline, Drury made the big move Rangers fans have 
been waiting for when he acquired St. Louis Blues right wing Vladimir 
Tarasenko. 

As a bonus, Drury was able to fill one of his team’s secondary needs in 
the deal, adding defenseman Niko Mikkola, who figures to plug into the 
left side of the third defense pair alongside Braden Schneider. 

The Rangers sent forward Sammy Blais — a former Blues player who 
had come to the Rangers in the Pavel Buchnevich trade — back to St. 
Louis, along with a conditional first-round draft pick in 2023, a conditional 
fourth-rounder in 2024 and minor-league defenseman Hunter Skinner. 

The first-round pick will be the lower of the two the Rangers currently 
own — their own and Dallas’ from the Nils Lundkvist deal. Because the 
Dallas pick is top 10-protected this summer, if it ends up in the top 10, 
the Rangers will keep their own first-rounder this year and send a 2024 
first-rounder to St. Louis, the lower of their two picks that year. The 
fourth-round pick will become a third-rounder if the Rangers make the 
playoffs. 

“It’s something we’ve been looking at for a while,’’ Drury said on a Zoom 
call when asked why he made the deal now rather than closer to the 
deadline. “When the pieces started to come together, I didn’t really see 
any reason to wait. It certainly gives the two new players a little more 
time to acclimate to our group, and you know, there’s still a few weeks 
before the deadline, but we’re excited to be able to do it now and get 
them in the lineup [Friday].’’ 

The Rangers will host the Seattle Kraken on Friday. 

St. Louis will retain 50% of Tarasenko’s $7.5 million salary- cap hit and 
the 31-year-old Russian will be an unrestricted free agent this summer. 
Mikkola, 26, also will be a UFA this summer. He is in the final year of his 
contract, which carries a $1.9 million cap hit. 

A lefthanded-shooting right wing, Tarasenko has 10 goals and 19 assists 
in 38 games. He recently returned from a 10-game absence because of a 
hand injury. In his 11-year NHL career, all with St. Louis, he has 262 
goals and 553 points in 644 games. Tarasenko has 41 goals and 19 
assists in 90 playoff games. 

He is friends with Rangers left wing Artemi Panarin, with whom he has 
been teammates on various Russian national teams, including the 2010-
11 World Junior Championships squad. Presumably, they would play on 
the same line with the Rangers, as Panarin has struggled to find 
chemistry with his linemates this season. That will be coach Gerard 
Gallant’s call, Drury said. 

“I think [Tarasenko is] just an elite talent that could probably fit in a lot of 
different places,’’ said Drury, who said he talked with Panarin about 
Tarasenko before the trade. “Ultimately, [Gallant] will tinker around with it 
and find the best fit for him.’’ 
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The Rangers have been looking for a scoring right wing to play on 
Panarin’s line all season. Tarasenko made more sense than Chicago’s 
Patrick Kane or San Jose’s Timo Meier because of a number of factors, 
including the asking price from the other clubs for their players, and the 
Rangers’ having little salary-cap flexibility. 

Mikkola, a 6-4, 209-pound lefthanded shot, was “a big piece’’ of the deal, 
Drury said. He has no goals, three assists and a plus-2 rating in 50 
games for the Blues this season. Drury called him “a real good shutdown 
defenseman’’ and said it will be good for Finnish forward Kaapo Kakko to 
have a countryman in the locker room. 

Blais had looked to be a player on the rise at the start of the 2021-22 
season before a torn ACL ended his season after 14 games. He leaves 
the Rangers having never scored a goal for them in 54 games. 

“Going back, I think, to a familiar place, could help him,’’ Drury said of 
Blais. “I hope he has success there.’’ 

Notes & quotes: The Rangers assigned LW Will Cuylle to AHL Hartford 
and placed D Libor Hajek on waivers. 
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LeBrun rumblings: Vladimir Tarasenko, Timo Meier and the NHL trade-
deadline domino effect 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

6-7 minutes 2/10/2023 

 

Vladimir Tarasenko’s trade from the Blues to the Rangers on Thursday 
could have some interesting domino effects around the league. 

To start, it takes one of the obvious Patrick Kane trade destinations off 
the table should the pending unrestricted free agent decide to waive his 
no-movement clause ahead of the March 3 NHL deadline. That doesn’t 
mean the Rangers would have been the only team Kane accepted a 
trade to, but I’m pretty confident in saying they would have been among 
his two or three preferred teams. 

Of course, Kane could still decide he doesn’t want to go anywhere 
anyway. We’ll know soon enough, either way. 

The Rangers absolutely did have interest in Kane, but they also were 
worried about waiting on his decision — not to mention his health. And 
they liked Tarasenko, as well. So they took the sure thing. 

Plus, the Rangers had a willing trade partner in the Blues. General 
manager Doug Armstrong signaled a few weeks ago to his GM 
colleagues around the league that he was open for business. 

The return the Blues got is another thing to note about this trade. It could 
influence other trades involving big-name players with full no-trade 
clauses. 

Vladimir Tarasenko isn't Timo Meier, but the cost of acquisition wasn’t 
nearly as much as it could have been for the Rangers. 

Now, that’s complicated, because other players were involved in the 
deal, as well. But St. Louis did well in getting a first-round pick as part of 
the package, albeit a low first-rounder (it will be the lower of the two picks 
the Rangers own, between their own and the Dallas Stars’). But when 
you factor in that Tarasenko had a full no-trade clause, which limited 
options for the Blues, Armstrong did well in getting a first-rounder. 
Consider, for example, that Taylor Hall netted a second-round pick two 

years ago for the Sabres in a similar situation, with Hall having leverage 
of the full no-trade and pointing to Boston as his choice of destination. 

If Chicago does end up trading Kane, the Blues-Rangers deal at least 
helps shape a reasonable asking price for a player also with a full no-
move. 

The other smart thing the Blues did here is getting a Tarasenko trade 
done as soon as possible. The added complication of having the player 
sign off on his no-trade is not something you want to stickhandle around 
March 3. So many things can go wrong that day. There have been 
potential trades undone by that very thing at past deadlines. 

Now, the Blues have no such concern with Ryan O’Reilly, who doesn’t 
have any no-trade protection. They can run that trade market right to the 
wire if they choose to, because it’s a simpler deal — unless they want to 
involve a third team to broker a lower AAV for the acquiring team (which 
is possible). 

The bottom line is that when you’re a selling team like the Blues, with two 
major players like Tarasenko and O’Reilly (among others), you don’t 
want to cluster them near the end. You want to space them out if you 
can. Mission accomplished. 

As for the Rangers, though I know Tarasenko has had a down year, I 
have no doubt of his ability to have a resurgence in that lineup. I had a 
couple of rival front-office executives immediately give the thumbs up to 
the Rangers’ addition Thursday. They’re a scarier team now. 

And Rangers GM Chris Drury still has a first-round pick in this year’s 
draft, to boot. 

Timo Meier market could move fast 

There’s enough serious interest in Timo Meier that it’s possible that also 
isn’t a trade that waits until March 3, based on the current level of 
conversations between suitors and the Sharks (by the way, I don’t 
believe the Rangers were ever that involved here). And it would make 
sense that it doesn’t wait until the final day, given the possibility of an 
extension being worked out with the 26-year-old star winger, who has the 
complication of a $10 million qualifying offer to retain his RFA rights. 

As of Thursday afternoon, Meier’s agent Claude Lemieux had not yet 
been given permission to speak to other teams. And I mean, it isn’t a 
guarantee the Sharks will ever grant that permission, that remains to be 
seen. They can choose to trade Meier without an extension in place. But 
it would seem to make more sense to maximize the trade return by 
allowing Meier to be signed as part of it. 

Either way, I do believe the Sharks continue to get a clearer picture of the 
trade market for Meier with each passing day. That’s why this may very 
well be a deal that doesn’t wait long. 

New Jersey and Carolina, as we previously reported, are keenly 
interested, but the reality is that several teams have expressed interest. 
The price depends on the suitor. But generally speaking, it’s a triple-
asset package that gets you into the Meier trade conversation. 

Luke Schenn update 

It’s probably going to go down to the wire on Luke Schenn, as to whether 
the Canucks take the best offer on the table or decide to keep the 
veteran blueliner. 

Schenn, a pending unrestricted free agent, has indicated to management 
a willingness to stay put (and talk extension). Especially with captain Bo 
Horvat gone, Schenn’s leadership is important. And the sense is that new 
head coach Rick Tocchet values his presence. But management also 
has to balance the big picture and potential return for a UFA, who was 
out of the lineup Thursday night with an injury. 
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How the Rangers’ trade for Vladimir Tarasenko came to fruition and why 
the deal happened now 

 

Arthur Staple 

6-7 minutes 2/9/2023 

 

Chris Drury is only in his second season as Rangers general manager, 
but he’s worked at Madison Square Garden long enough to know the 
consistent mandate from above. 

If the Rangers are good, they’re buying at the trade deadline. No matter if 
they’re in first, in the final playoff spot or where they are now, nine points 
clear of the cut line but 10 points out of first in the Metro. 

So once his team put together a decent streak in early December, Drury 
went to work. He scoured the landscape for which players might be 
available as the March 3 trade deadline drew closer, talked to as many of 
his fellow GMs as possible, and had his pro scouting staff on alert for 
whatever might arise. 

And he fairly quickly identified the areas of need on his own team. 
Throughout this 18-4-3 that vaulted the Rangers into a mostly 
comfortable playoff position, the two most glaring spots were a top-six 
finisher on the right side and a bottom-pair defenseman on the left. A 
couple of tryouts from camp, Jimmy Vesey and Ben Harpur, occupied 
those two spots most recently and did well enough to earn low-cost 
extensions that will come in handy this summer when Drury has to 
hammer out new deals for restricted free agents Filip Chytil, K’Andre 
Miller and Alexis Lafrenière. 

But Vesey and Harpur were clearly not long-term solutions. So, we came 
to Thursday, when Drury took care of the Rangers’ family business in 
one deal, getting the scoring wing in Vladimir Tarasenko and the third-
pair lefty in Niko Mikkola. 

All for a decent price: The later of the two Rangers’ 2023 first-round 
picks, either theirs or the Stars’, plus what’s sure to be a 2024 third-
rounder along with pending UFA Sammy Blais and AHL defenseman 
Hunter Skinner. 

“This is something we’ve been looking at for a while,” Drury said on a 
conference call. “We didn’t really see any reason to wait. We’re excited to 
be able to do it now and get them in the lineup tomorrow.” 

Vladimir Tarasenko isn't Timo Meier, but the cost of acquisition wasn’t 
nearly as much as it could have been for the Rangers. 

The reports on Tarasenko right now aren’t great. According to two league 
sources who are not permitted to speak publicly, the fact that the 31-
year-old has wanted out of St. Louis for nearly two years has led to some 
dissension in St. Louis, which may be a reason why the Blues are in full 
sell mode right now. Tarasenko had a terrific 2021-22, with career-high 
82 points and he’s at 10-19-29 in 38 games this season, having missed a 
dozen games with a broken hand. 

But the Rangers are betting on a healthy, motivated scorer who has 
consistently taken his game to a higher level in the playoffs, where he’s 
got 41 goals in 90 career postseason games, second all-time in Blues 
history. 

Patrick Kane’s name has been connected to the Rangers for a while, just 
like Tarasenko — the newest Ranger had them on his approved list when 
he asked out of St. Louis in the 2020-21 season. The Rangers did their 
homework on Kane too and decided that the 34-year-old Hawks winger’s 
hip was too much of a question mark to pay what could have been a 
similar cost in a trade. 

Artemi Panarin has played with and loves Kane as a teammate. He and 
Tarasenko aren’t as close but are friends and have represented Russia 
together often, going back to their World Junior days. 

“I did have a quick conversation with Artemi,” Drury said. “I’ll keep that 
between me and him.” 

The Sharks’ Timo Meier was in the mix too but the Rangers could never 
get around the high cost to acquire Meier plus the cost in roster players it 
would take in the summer to sign Meier to an extension that likely will be 
part of any move San Jose makes with their 26-year-old winger. 

The Blues have another skilled wing in Ivan Barbashev, but St. Louis GM 
Doug Armstrong may be more patient there — Barbashev’s $2.25-million 
cap hit is easily absorbed by plenty of contenders and he could get the 
most play of any forward before March 3. 

It’s believed that the Blues jumped at this deal now because there simply 
weren’t any other offers with a first-round pick on the table. And 
Armstrong may not have anticipated any, so he took what Drury was 
offering, which was likely only a confirmed first if Mikkola was in the deal. 

Don’t sleep on that part of this deal. Drury has been searching for a 
capable partner for Braden Schneider since the middle of last season 
and Mikkola, who has some edge to his game if not much offensive 
upside, could provide some easier moments watching that third pair. 

“He was a big piece of it,” Drury said. “This was a piece I really wanted in 
there. He’s a real good shutdown defenseman, he’s got size and reach 
like K’Andre does. There’s a lot of good reports on him, we’ve done our 
homework on him.” 

Drury has given Gerard Gallant an extra 11 games ahead of March 3 to 
incorporate Tarasenko and Mikkola into the group. Tarasenko almost 
certainly replaces Vincent Trocheck on the top power-play unit, so that 
will need some time. And a Panarin-Mika Zibanejad-Tarasenko top line 
may scare opposing coaches and Rangers coaches alike with their play 
at either end of the ice, so that will need some time as well. 

The mandate was clear. Drury surveyed the landscape and made his 
move well ahead of the buyers’ pack, at a cost that was acceptable. It’s 
good so far. Now it’s up to Tarasenko to show why the Rangers made 
this move. 
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NHL trade grades: Vladimir Tarasenko gives Rangers offense a boost 

 

Corey Pronman, Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille 

8-10 minutes 2/9/2023 

 

The trade 

Rangers get: Right winger Vladimir Tarasenko (Blues retain 50 percent of 
Tarasenko’s salary), defenseman Niko Mikkola. 

Blues get: Left winger Sammy Blais, defenseman Hunter Skinner, 
conditional 2023 first-round pick, conditional 2024 fourth-round pick. 

Shayna Goldman: What’s going to be left for the trade deadline? 

I actually appreciate teams making moves sooner than later, because 
this gives managers a chance to assess if the deals they make are 
enough to boost their team. If not, there’s some leeway to change that 
ahead of the deadline. 
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It’s the second straight year with the Rangers spicing it up after a bland 
offseason. So it’s encouraging to see that management does see what 
this team lacks and knows how to fix it. The right side of the lineup has 
been A Problem. Barclay Goodrow and Jimmy Vesey aren’t top-six right 
wingers on a contender. Alexis Lafrenière, a natural left winger, hasn’t 
thrived in the position nor has he been given enough time there. And the 
coaches clearly don’t want Vitali Kravstov that high. That’s why 
management had to bring in someone of Tarasenko’s caliber that the 
coaches would be willing to deploy. 

This isn’t peak Tarasenko by any means, but last year showed what he 
has left in the tank now that he’s healthy. He pairs really well with an elite 
playmaker, can drive to the slot and has the finishing talent to finish his 
chances. He just needs someone to elevate his game to that point. 
That’s what Robert Thomas did last year, and Artemi Panarin is likely to 
do now. The only tricky part is going to be the Rangers’ play back in their 
own zone in their minutes. The Rangers, who were in the Patrick Kane 
conversation, were facing this same conversation had they opted for the 
Blackhawks winger — now they don’t have the same health concerns to 
worry about. 

The Blues traded Vladimir Tarasenko to the Rangers on Thursday. 

Tarasenko also isn’t Timo Meier, but the cost of acquisition wasn’t nearly 
as much as it could have been. Plus, it keeps the Rangers’ long-term 
salary picture a bit more flexible since there are some rising costs to 
consider this summer. As for Mikkola, he really hasn’t shined in St. Louis 
but the environment may have a lot to do with that. He’s getting a new 
opportunity in New York, likely on the third pair, and is an upgrade over 
both Ben Harpur and Libor Hajek. 

This really checks off what the Rangers needed this deadline, with time 
to spare if they have to make any further moves. The cost of acquisition 
from their perspective, considering the salary retention aspect of it, really 
isn’t that bad, either. Blais didn’t click in New York at all and they still 
have a 2023 first-rounder as they’ll send the lower pick between their 
own and Dallas’ first to St. Louis. 

For the Blues, though, the deal isn’t great. St. Louis may not have had a 
ton of leverage given Tarasenko’s no-trade clause. But packaging assets 
can short-change a team, and it’s curious if that happened here. At the 
very least, it does show management’s commitment to tearing things 
down and they did get something in return for two pending unrestricted 
free agents. As long as this isn’t the defining move for the Blues’ 
deadline, it’s fine enough. There just has to be a bit more moving forward 
to thread the need. 

Rangers grade: A- 

Blues grade: B- 

Sean Gentille: First off, a big chunk of what makes this deal interesting is 
the effect it’s like to have on the rest of the market. Tarasenko is a brand-
name player and an important addition to the Rangers’ lineup. Mikkola is 
relevant, too. We’ll get to them in a second. The Rangers didn’t lose this 
trade. 

But at the same time, that’s a decent haul for a UFA winger and a third-
pair defenseman, isn’t it? If you’re an Eastern Conference team, say, 
who’s interested in adding Meier, it’s not what you want to see; Meier is 
younger and more effective than Tarasenko, and $10 million qualifying 
offer aside, more likely to stick around beyond this season. You’ve got to 
figure this deal is going to get Sharks GM Mike Grier another asset in 
return, should he move Meier. 

And what about another aging UFA winger? Chicago just lost the most 
obvious trade partner for Kane, should he end up deciding that he wants 
to play relevant hockey for a couple months. 

Still, all things considered, this is the deal the Rangers needed to make, 
given their middling offensive numbers and lack of finishing talent. 
Tarasenko’s numbers have taken a dip, but he’s healthy enough and one 
season removed from the seventh 30-goal season of his career. Plus, 
he’s a right winger. Gerard Gallant can plug him in on a line with Mika 

Zibanejad and Panarin and reap the benefits. Two of the best 
playmakers in the game with a new running mate? Not bad. We saw 
what Tarasenko did last season with Thomas setting him up. The thought 
of him alongside Panarin in particular? Tantalizing. He’d also be a legit 
option for a power-play unit that could use a finisher and helps the rest of 
the Rangers’ forward group make sense. Now Vesey can focus on eating 
bottom-six minutes. 

As we await more details on a Tarasenko trade, here's the story 
@StapeAthletic and I had yesterday about the Rangers being a good 
fit.https://t.co/V3dsDfDmrY #stlblues 

— Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) February 9, 2023 

Mikkola hasn’t done much this season, but he’s a big, physical guy who 
can actually skate a bit. That’ll work perfectly on the Rangers’ third 
pairing. 

For the Blues, this deal is about the first-round pick. Tarasenko and 
Mikkola were two of their pending six UFAs, and organizationally, they’re 
significantly more likely to turn the page than keep the band together. It 
should be something of a disappointment for fans in St. Louis that only 
one prime asset is headed back, especially given a) the retention on 
Tarasenko, b) Mikkola’s own inherent value and c) taking back salary in 
the form of Blais, a pending UFA who they already traded once. A mid-
20s pick (along with a few bits and bobs) feels like the bare minimum. 

Rangers grade: A- 

Blues grade: B- 

Corey Pronman: The Rangers add to their organization by acquiring a 
gifted scorer in Tarasenko. Tarasenko’s offensive production is down 
slightly this season, but he remains an excellent player. He’s a very 
skilled winger, he can score goals from range and he’s a competitive 
forward who can create in the interior parts of the offensive zone. This is 
a guy who over his career has shown he can drive play, and we’ll see if 
he gets a boost playing with better players again. While the Rangers 
were always rumored to add a winger, is it nevertheless interesting to 
observe an organization that has used three premium draft picks in the 
last five years on wingers in Kravtsov, Kaapo Kakko and Lafrenière felt it 
was important to add more talent on the wing. Mikkola doesn’t have a ton 
of offense, but he’s a mobile defenseman with a lot of size who plays 
hard as well. He can play useful minutes at the bottom of a lineup for the 
Rangers. 

The main part of this return for St. Louis is the first-round pick. Skinner is 
a fringe NHL prospect. He is a decent-sized defenseman, can make a 
good first pass and has a hard point shot but isn’t a strong skater or 
defender. He projects as an AHL player. Blais is obviously a player Blues 
fans are familiar with. He’s a bubble NHL forward who can play at the 
bottom of a lineup. He has strong skill and hockey sense but his skating 
limits his impact at the NHL level. Tarasenko had a great career with the 
Blues but given he’s having a down year, had some recent injury history 
and doesn’t play a premium position getting a first-round pick for the 
pending free agent is a positive for the Blues. Ultimately, I view this as a 
fair trade for both sides. Tarasenko for a late first on its face would have 
been rich but that the Rangers got a second useful player at a more 
premium position as well that the Blues retained salary in the trade tends 
to make it equal in terms of what the market at the deadline has 
historically been. 

Rangers grade: B 

Blues grade: B 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.10.2023 

  

1267659 New York Rangers 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 10, 2023 

 

Blues trade Tarasenko to Rangers for first-round pick, Blais, Skinner: 
Why the deal was made 

 

Jeremy Rutherford, Arthur Staple 

4-5 minutes 2/9/2023 

 

The St. Louis Blues traded forward Vladimir Tarasenko and defenseman 
Niko Mikkola to the New York Rangers on Thursday. St. Louis received a 
conditional first-round pick in the 2023 draft, a conditional fourth-round 
pick in the 2024 draft, forward Sammy Blais, and defenseman Hunter 
Skinner.   

Here’s what you need to know: 

The 31-year-old Tarasenko had spent his entire career with the Blues, 
notching 553 points and 262 goals over 644 games. He has 10 goals and 
29 points in 38 games this season. 

Tarasenko was most recently ranked seventh on The Athletic’s trade 
board. He’s in the final season of a contract that carries a $7.5 million 
cap hit. The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun reported that the Blues will retain 50 
percent of Tarasenko’s salary-cap hit 

The 26-year-old Mikkola has played and averaged 16:39 of ice time per 
game in 50 contests this season and 139 games total in his career. 

The 26-year-old Blais was originally drafted by the Blues in 2014 and 
was part of the 2021 deal that sent Pavel Buchnevich to St. Louis. He 
has five points in 40 games this season. The 21-year-old Skinner was a 
fourth-round pick of the Rangers in 2019 and has played in the ECHL 
and AHL this year. 

The Blues are 23-25-3 while the Rangers are 29-14-8. 

How the Rangers’ trade for Vladimir Tarasenko came to fruition and why 
the deal happened now 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/FoZechKOk2 

— Arthur Staple (@StapeAthletic) February 9, 2023 

Why the Rangers made this move 

While they have an array of high-end skill players, the Rangers have 
been lacking a top-line right wing. Of the options on the trade market, 
Tarasenko fit the need best — especially when you add in Mikkola, who 
may be a much lesser-known name but also fills a need for a third-pair 
left defenseman who can play a steady game. Tarasenko should be 
motivated to play hard and well for a team headed to the playoffs and 
with him headed to free agency this summer — the Rangers are counting 
on that to make them a deeper scoring threat as the season winds down. 
— Staple 

Why the Blues traded Tarasenko 

Nearly two years ago, Tarasenko requested a trade from the Blues 
because he was unhappy with his situation in St. Louis. The Blues 
attempted to move him at the time, but found no legitimate takers. But 
now Tarasenko is in the final year of his contract, and as an unrestricted 
free agent, the club could lose him in the offseason if it didn’t move him 
by the NHL trade deadline on March 3. The time had come for the trade, 
and this isn’t a surprise. — Rutherford 

Tarasenko has taken an offensive step back from last year's 
renaissance, but he should still be a terrific scorer for the Rangers. Love 
the potential fit with Artemi Panarin   pic.twitter.com/9w03DZAZl5 

— dom   (@domluszczyszyn) February 9, 2023 

What does this mean for the Blues? 

It tells us that three weeks before the deadline, Blues general manager 
Doug Armstrong found what he thought was the best deal he was going 
to receive. Keep in mind, Tarasenko had a no-trade clause and had to 
approve the destination, so Armstrong’s options were likely limited. With 
the Tarasenko trade behind him, Armstrong can work toward re-signing 
his other pending UFAs, such as Ryan O’Reilly, or finding trade partners 
for them, too. — Rutherford 
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Smith-Pelly returns to D.C. for Caps’ Black History Day 

 

by Bijan Todd 

 

One of the most important players during the Washington Capitals’ 2018 
Stanley Cup run will be returning to D.C. 

Devante Smith-Pelly, former Caps winger and eight-year NHL veteran, 
will participate in a ceremonial puck drop prior to Washington’s game vs. 
the New York Rangers on Feb. 25 as part of the team’s Black History 
Day celebration. Players will also wear special warmup jerseys that night, 
to be auctioned off to benefit the Capital Impact Fund, the team 
announced. 

Smith-Pelly’s name is revered by Washingtonians as a fan favorite from 
the team’s legendary run in 2018. He only played two seasons in 
Capitals’ threads, but ‘DSP’ made his mark during the 2018 postseason. 

He scored eight points (7 G, 1 A) while appearing in all 24 of 
Washington’s playoff games en route to hoisting Lord Stanley in June of 
2018. He came alive in the postseason, unlike any other player, as his 
seven goals equaled the seven he scored during his 75 regular season 
games that year. Smith-Pelly’s three goals during the Stanley Cup Final 
vs. Vegas were tied for the team lead with Alex Ovechkin. 

Smith-Pelly’s magnum opus came twice during that series, as he scored 
the game-winning goal in Game 4 in Washington, then followed it up with 
the game-tying strike (shown below) in what became a series-clinching 
Game 5 victory in Las Vegas. 

Smith-Pelly, 30, announced his retirement from professional hockey less 
than two months ago. It’s fitting that one of his first stops is back in D.C., 
where he made his biggest mark. 
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Caps infuse youth into core with Strome, Milano extensions 

 

by Matt Weyrich 

 

The Atlantic Division may have won the All-Star Game, but the true 
winners of the All-Star Break were nowhere near FLA Live Arena this 
weekend. Taking advantage of their 10-day gap between games, the 
Capitals ensured two young forwards would be part of their core in 2024 
and beyond by working out extensions with Dylan Strome and Sonny 
Milano. 
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Washington announced the deals in consecutive days, retaining Strome 
on a five-year, $25 million deal and coming to terms with Milano for three 
years and $5.7 million. Both players originally signed with the Capitals on 
prove-it deals after their former teams declined to make them qualifying 
offers and they took advantage of the opportunity to earn minutes in D.C. 

Strome, 25, has spent most of the season as the Capitals’ top center on 
Alex Ovechkin’s line, ranking third on the team with 36 points including 
14 on the power play. The 26-year-old Milano joined the team on Nov. 5 
and gradually took on more responsibilities as the season progressed. 
He went into the All-Star Break with eight goals and 14 assists in 40 
games. 

Considering the two forwards are earning a combined $4.25 million this 
season, their contributions have been massive for a Washington team 
brushing up against the $82.5 million salary cap. Now, they’re being 
rewarded with long-term security on a roster that developed into one of 
the oldest groups in the NHL. 

Among the eight other players the Capitals have signed through 2024-25, 
the youngest is goaltender Charlie Lindgren at 29 years old. Evgeny 
Kuznetsov, the youngest skater, is a year older. Not only are the Strome 
and Milano signings relatively team-friendly, but they also present serious 
upside as players whose best years could still be in front of them. 

Strome and Milano were each first-round picks who reached the NHL as 
teenagers. Despite mostly playing for teams that lacked a strong stable 
of talent around them, they each showed plenty of promise even as they 
were traded from one rebuilding club to another. 

In Washington, the two former top prospects have had the chance to play 
alongside established stars. Strome has assisted on seven of Ovechkin’s 
goals this season while Milano has often found himself on lines with T.J. 
Oshie and Evgeny Kuznetsov. All four of those forwards will now be back 
again next season along with Nicklas Backstrom, Tom Wilson and 
others. 

As much as Strome and Milano have impressed already, their extensions 
are more about what the Capitals believe they’re capable of moving 
forward. They present insurance in the event players like Oshie or 
Backstrom continue to struggle with injuries and could end up outplaying 
their deals should they take another step or two forward in their 
development. 

The Capitals will go into the second half with the same roster they 
finished the first half with last week. Their path to contention next year 
and beyond, however, has become much clearer. 
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After a year of coaching Canadiens, Martin St. Louis says he's learning 
every day 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 
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Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

“I think I’m the same guy,” said St. Louis, who declined to to grade his 
performance. “I’ll let you be the judge of that but I can promise you I try to 
improve myself every day.” 

St. Louis said he has faced new challenges like managing the lineup 
after a penalty or when to pull the goaltender at the end of the game. 

“There are times when I’ve second-guessed myself but it’s all part of the 
learning process.” 

The decision to hire St. Louis was a major surprise because his only 
experience as a head coach was when he coached his sons on minor 
hockey teams in Connecticut. 

“(The NHL is) a league where you have to be ready for anything,” St. 
Louis. “You can schedule practice and then there are two or three 
players who are unavailable so I try not to plan too far ahead.” 

His players have seen growth over the past year. 

“I think he’s more confident in the way of he gets the pulse of the game,” 
said forward Josh Anderson. “You can feel it as a player on the bench. I 
think the group has made giant strides and we will continue to learn a lot 
from him.” 

“He continues to improve as a coach because he loves to learn,” added 
captain Nick Suzuki. “It also helps us learn.” 

“One thing I didn’t know was all the things you have to deal with that 
have nothing to do with coaching players,” St. Louis said. “You have to 
deal with a lot of things, make decisions that will affect people, like 
medical staff and therapists. There can be no surprises in the schedule. 
Everything must be prepared so that everyone is most effective.” 

Thursday’s practice was the first after a bye week, which saw players 
seek rest and relaxation in places as disparate as the Bahamas and the 
Saguenay neighbourhood of Arvida, where Rafaël Harvey-Pinard went to 
visit his parents. 

Harvey-Pinard returned to some good news Thursday. The winger, who 
started the new year in Laval, was inserted on the top line with Suzuki 
and Anderson. He scored twice while playing with them against Ottawa in 
the final game before the break. 

“We played pretty well in the half game we played and I’m excited to get 
this chance,” said Harvey-Pinard, who has five goals and an assist in 
seven games since he was recalled. 

With three weeks to go until the trade deadline, there is still no clarity 
about the future of Sean Monahan and defenceman Joel, Edmundson, 
who have some value if they’re healthy. They skated with a member of 
the training staff before practice, won’t play this weekend and will be re-
evaluated next week. 

Jonathan Drouin, who hasn’t played since Jan. 15, shed his non-contact 
jersey for practice, but when St. Louis was asked whether he would play 
this weekend, he replied: “I don’t know.” 
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Laval Rocket's Cayden Primeau strives for consistency in stretch run 
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“You’ve always got to be aware,” the baby-faced Primeau, 23, said 
Thursday as the Rocket resumed practising at Place Bell following a four-
day layoff for the AHL’s All-Star Classic. “I was watching the play in the 
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corner. Two guys were messing with each other before they got back to 
their respective benches. A stick went up, the one guy slithered through 
while the other lost his balance and the stick hit me in the head — like an 
axe.” 

Surprisingly, there was little pain — adrenalin taking over. Primeau was 
stunned mostly, not realizing he had been cut, his hand protecting his 
face and head. “I picked my head up and saw all the blood,” he 
remembered. “I didn’t know what to think.” 

That should have been the end of the story after the wound healed. 
Instead, Primeau sustained the first concussion of his career and didn’t 
return to the Rocket net until Jan. 6, against Manitoba, when he allowed 
five goals. 

Primeau led a relatively normal life in between. He didn’t need to be in a 
darkened room, was allowed to watch television and use his phone and 
laptop. But any time he stood up, he became nauseous. Simply walking 
to the rink for treatment set off the symptoms. 

The recovery process was tedious, lasting more than a month after a 
relapse. After his return, Primeau was summoned to the Canadiens 
following an injury to Jake Allen. Primeau next played the third period of 
a Jan. 19 game against Florida, replacing Sam Montembeault with 
Montreal trailing 5-0. He faced only seven shots, stopping six. 

Primeau has returned to Laval and, with Kevin Poulin recovering from a 
lower-body injury, has played five consecutive games since Jan. 25, 
allowing 15 goals. With Poulin scheduled to see a doctor on Thursday, 
the 6-foot-3, 203-pound Primeau will be expected to help carry the 
Rocket, starting with Friday night’s home game against Syracuse. 

Rocket head coach Jean-François Houle didn’t mince words when 
discussing Primeau’s play. He’s seeking more consistency and said the 
Canadiens’ seventh-round draft choice in 2017 (199th overall) will be 
relied on heavily as Laval continues its quest for a North Division playoff 
berth. 

“He needs to get better with each game,” Houle said. “He knows it. We 
know it. He needs to get on a roll. He needs to feel good about himself. 
He needs to play games and needs to be the man back there, like he 
was in (last season’s) playoffs.” 

Primeau has unflattering statistics this season, going 6-7-6 with a 3.45 
goals-against average and an .895 save percentage. Some games, he 
has faced a plethora of shots. Others, not so many. And he has been 
playing behind a defence corps that has changed frequently because of 
injuries. 

He appeared to have trouble tracking the puck upon his most recent 
return, but was at his best during a 7-3 victory last Saturday in Toronto 
after being peppered with 31 Marlies shots in the final two periods. Houle 
said Primeau was one of the Rocket’s best players that day. 

“He’s a big part of this team,” the coach said. “We need him to be solid 
for the rest of the year going forward and for his future as well. He had 
some good moments before the injury and some tougher moments. 
We’ve had a lot of turnover on defence the last two years. That takes a 
lot of getting used to.” 

Primeau said he has felt good and confident in his game since returning 
to the Rocket. And, while with the Canadiens, he believes he was 
practising well. 

“It’s tough when you’re out for an extended period of time to get back into 
it,” he said. “Just the timing of games. You can practise all you want, but 
nothing compares to a game. If you play more, you’re going to feel more 
comfortable. I’m just trying to find consistency.” 

Primeau has played 19 career games for Montreal, going 3-10-2 with a 
4.18 GAA and .873 save percentage. But some goalies take longer to 
develop and, Houle cautioned, it would be premature to write off Primeau 
this early in his career. 

Meanwhile, Rocket captain Alex Belzile and fellow forward Jesse Ylönen 
were recalled Thursday by the Canadiens. 
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Canadiens' impending salary relief a feather in Cole Caufield's cap 
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A decade ago, Caufield would be looking at a bridge contract for a couple 
of years before getting the big payday as he approached unrestricted 
free agency. 

Goalie Carey Price had three contracts before he signed his blockbuster 
eight-year deal with a US$10.5-million cap hit. 

Defenceman P.K. Subban went through two contracts and a bitter 
arbitration hearing before owner Geoff Molson told GM Marc Bergevin to 
give him an eight-year deal worth US$72 million, an average of US$9 
million a season. 

But the recent trend has been to delay the threat of early UFA status and 
sign young standouts to long-term deals as they come out of their entry-
level deals. 

Two members of the 2019 draft class signed seven-year contracts. 
Buffalo’s Dylan Cozens gets an average of US$7.1 million a season, 
while Minnesota’s Matthew Boldy will average US$7 million. Previously, 
New Jersey handed 2019 No. 1 overall pick Jack Hughes an eight-year 
deal with a cap hit of US$8 million. These are the templates Canadiens 
executive vice-president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton and GM Kent 
Hughes will use in negotiations with Caufield. And the team didn’t wait 
until Nick Suzuki finished his entry-level deal before signing him to an 
eight-year contract worth US$63 million. 

Caufield’s ace in the hole is that he is the rarest of breeds, a pure goal-
scorer. He has been on fire since Martin St. Louis replaced Dominique 
Ducharme as head coach midway through last season. Before he 
suffered season-ending shoulder injury, he had 26 goals and was on 
pace for a 40-goal season. 

To put that in perspective, only 17 NHLers reached that plateau last 
season and the last Canadien to score 40 goals was Vincent 
Damphousse in 1993-94. Caufield has 53 goals in 123 NHL games and 
the only member of the 2019 cohort with more goals is his good friend 
Hughes with 79 in 216 games. 

There’s an argument to be made that Boldy is a better 200-foot player, 
but neither he nor Cozens have the same goal-scoring ability as Caufield. 

So how does eight years at US$8 million a year sound? 

It’s not unreasonable, but the Canadiens have to be mindful of the Suzuki 
deal. It has a US$7.875-million cap hit and it should be recognized that 
the captain has a heavier workload and plays no small part in Caufield’s 
success. One way of warding off comparisons between the two would be 
to embrace the example of the Chicago Blackhawks, who gave winger 
Patrick Kane and centre Jonathan Toews contracts with US$10.5-million 
cap hits. 
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Whatever the Canadiens pay Caufield, they can afford it. After years of 
living up against the cap, the team will get some breathing room. 

Jonathan Drouin’s US$5.5-million cap hit comes off the books and, 
unless they decide to keep him, you can say goodbye to Sean 
Monahan’s US$6.375-million cap hit. Paul Byron, who has missed the 
entire season with a hip injury, is in the final year of a contract worth 
US$3.4 million. Evgenii Dadonov and his US$5-million contract are gone 
and, if the Canadiens can get the right return for Joel Edmundson, 
there’s another US$3.5 million available. 

The only other major piece of business involves defenceman Jordan 
Harris. He’s a restricted free agent with arbitration rights and he’ll be due 
a raise from his entry-level deal. Gorton and Hughes will also be aware 
that youngsters like Kaiden Guhle and Juraj Slafkovsky are going to need 
more money in two years. 
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Inside the Canadiens’ locker room the day Martin St. Louis made his first 
speech as coach 

 

Marc Antoine Godin 

13-16 minutes 2/9/2023 

 

Former Canadiens equipment manager Pierre Gervais arrived in 
Brossard around 7 a.m. on Feb. 10, 2022. He wanted to be sure he was 
there to welcome Martin St. Louis, who was going to introduce himself to 
the organization that morning and make his debut behind the Canadiens 
bench that evening. 

The two men had crossed paths a few times at international hockey 
events, and St. Louis had texted Gervais the day before jokingly asking if 
he was ready for him and to say they were going to have fun together. 

Once St. Louis arrived at the Bell Sports Complex, Gervais showed him 
his new office and gave him a tour of the facilities. St. Louis shook hands 
with staff, including his new assistant coach Alex Burrows. He went to 
meet with head athletic therapist Graham Rynbend and members of the 
medical staff, then Gervais made sure to find him a Canadiens tracksuit 
because he would need one right away. 

St. Louis then asked him to deliver the message that he wanted to see 
everyone in the locker room at 10 a.m. prior to the morning skate for that 
night’s game against the Washington Capitals. 

Everyone, which meant players and assistant coaches, of course, but 
also team management, equipment people, fitness managers. Everyone. 

This was unusual to Gervais, who was in his final year with the 
Canadiens. He had seen the occasional general manager bring all the 
staff together at the start of a season, but it was extremely rare for a 
head coach to do so. 

“He wanted to get everyone on the same page from the start,” Gervais 
said. 

The players were deflated by their nightmare season at that point. With 
just eight wins in 45 games, the Canadiens weren’t just heading for a 
cliff, they were already in free fall. 

But the man being parachuted in on this day was an intriguing choice, to 
say the least. 

“I don’t think anyone knew what to expect, honestly,” goaltender Jake 
Allen said of that first meeting. “I think we all were sort of sitting here 
wondering, what’s he going to say? Or how’s it going to go?” 

The day before, assistant coach Trevor Letowski had to digest the firing 
of his friend, Dominique Ducharme. The news brought him back to his 
playing days and the feeling of seeing a close teammate getting traded. 
Even in his recent experience as an assistant coach in the NHL, hockey 
has been there to remind him how quickly things change. 

“It was an emotional time for me,” Letowski said. “With Marty, there was 
just so much unknown. I didn’t know Marty at all.” 

Of course, everyone knew St. Louis the former player. In addition to his 
assistants, only a handful of the players had faced him on the ice, but his 
legendary career preceded him. 

“Martin St. Louis is a member of the Hall of Fame,” goalie Sam 
Montembeault said, “and the guys were impressed.” 

Except despite his brilliant playing career, when everyone crowded into 
the locker room and St. Louis made his entrance, the new Canadiens 
coach knew that his credibility would have to be earned rather than lost. 

He had spent his entire life proving himself, and the start of this new 
chapter was going to be no different. 

“Every day you have to earn credibility and respect,” St. Louis recalled 
shortly before the Canadiens’ bye week. “It takes a long time to gain, but 
it can be lost quickly. You are judged in all situations, so you have to be 
alert as a coach. Things can go very well and all of a sudden you get 
down and you don’t react in the right way, or you don’t have the right plan 
to get out of it. So it can be quickly lost.” 

St. Louis knew he was going to have to work on his credibility and the 
respect he commands on a daily basis, but at this moment, he needed to 
make a good first impression. 

“He came in here and lit a fire in everyone. It was impressive,” Allen 
recalled, making it sound like there were 100 people gathered in the 
room that day. 

In fact, there are 32 lockers in the Canadiens’ oval-shaped dressing room 
in Brossard and there were a little over 40 people on hand to listen to St. 
Louis’ first speech. Some were standing. Letowski squeezed in between 
two players sitting in their stalls. 

The room was packed, and the atmosphere was electric. 

Executive vice-president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton and new 
general manager Kent Hughes each spoke briefly before giving way to 
St. Louis. 

“When he came in, he had not coached before, and just his knowledge of 
the game, and how much he wants to win and how much he cares about 
each individual, makes you want to run through a wall for him,” 
defenceman Joel Edmundson said. 

“We noticed that in his first meeting with us.” 

St. Louis made it clear that he was not in the Canadiens’ locker room that 
day because he needed to be, or because he was looking for something 
to fill his time. He was there because he sincerely wanted to lead and 
teach. 

“For a guy that had that successful career and who could literally go do 
whatever he wants, he’s choosing to be here with us and to be away 
from his family. It’s an incredible sacrifice for him and his family,” 
defenceman Chris Wideman said. “When you look at it like that, it’s 
extremely impressive.” 

St. Louis did not seek to put himself and his successful career above his 
players in that first speech; he did the opposite, trying to reach them by 
emphasizing that he had gone through all the stages each of the players 
in that locker room had experienced. Someone had to cope with being 
sent to the American Hockey League at some point? St. Louis had been 
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there. Another had been cut by a team? He had experienced the same 
thing more often than most in that room. 

By placing himself on the same level as his players and not establishing 
his authority by decree, he laid the foundation for an open dialogue that 
still serves him today. 

“He doesn’t have to be like a dictator in the room or anything like that, 
because we just automatically respect him,” forward Michael Pezzetta 
said. “He’s a Hall of Famer and we know what he did, and you know how 
hard he worked to accomplish what he did. So I think you just have that 
automatic respect, so he can be more personable to the players.” 

‘’He knows what the road life is like, what the home life is like, he just has 
been in everyone’s shoes and he really can relate to us,” captain Nick 
Suzuki added. “And that’s been a big thing for players, to have a guy that 
can relate to you and walk all the lines that you go through in the NHL. 
That’s probably the biggest thing.” 

St. Louis walked around the room as he spoke. He looked the players in 
the eye. He slipped in a joke now and then. Sitting at the far end of the 
locker room in the stall used from time to time by a third goalie, 
Montembeault remembers being struck by his self-assurance. 

At the other end, Gervais sat beside Carey Price. 

“You could have sworn he had been a coach for 50 years,” Gervais said. 

Right from his opening words, Edmundson felt that St. Louis sounded like 
a coach, despite his lack of experience. The passion he heard in his 
voice reminded Edmundson of Rod Brind’Amour, who had coached him 
with the Carolina Hurricanes and burned with the same fire. 

St. Louis has repeated the idea several times since, but from that first 
meeting, he emphasized the need for the whole team to find their inner 
confidence. 

“Swagger is something that I think all the guys would remember that he 
wanted. That enthusiasm coming in,” Letowski said. “You have a 
tendency to kind of hang your head when you’re losing that much, but he 
just kind of reset us where it’s just like, ‘let’s enjoy it, let’s have that 
swagger.’ I think that resonated with the players at that point, because 
things were pretty heavy, and it lightened things.” 

But you still have to build that swagger, you have to earn it, St. Louis 
reminded them. 

“That’s something I’m sure he had within his game that worked for him 
throughout his career, him being an undersized player and undrafted,” 
Allen said. ‘He had that swagger. You just had to watch him – I 
remember watching him as a kid – he just had that ‘it’ factor on the ice. 
And he wants us to have that as a group. It’s not cockiness, it’s not being 
arrogant, it’s not pretending to be someone you’re not, it’s just having 
that confidence within yourself. That fight, that determination, he still 
preaches it to this day, and I don’t think that’ll change for as long as he 
coaches.” 

As St. Louis spoke, Gorton scanned the room and watched the players’ 
faces. He could see that his new coach was making a few jaws drop. 

“He had everybody really on their toes, and the goosebumps, you could 
see the hair rise from your skin,” forward Josh Anderson recalled. 

St. Louis had nothing written in hand, no notes, nothing. Did he improvise 
his speech or prepare it in advance? 

“Knowing him, he was probably prepared,” Letowski said. “That would be 
my guess, as his colleague. But he might have went off a little bit in 
attendance, but he would have been pretty prepared for that one. He had 
some time to think about it, probably.” 

Gervais didn’t quite see it the same way. 

“I think he had his outlines in his head and it came from his heart,” he 
said. 

The truth is the speech was meticulously prepared. But the fact it came 
off as spontaneous demonstrates his qualities as a communicator. 

The passion in his words was evident. And St. Louis appealed to that 
sentiment when he spoke of the importance and symbolism of the 
Montreal Canadiens. You might think preaching this message to 
Canadiens players is a regular occurrence, and that perhaps because of 
that, the previous regime stayed away from it. But from what we 
understand, the vast majority of the team, who had only been in Montreal 
for a short time, had never really been spoken to in such a passionate 
way about the meaning of donning the Canadiens’ uniform. Everyone 
sensed that implicitly, but St. Louis wanted to rekindle that flame. 

If coming to Montreal and being at the Bell Centre was significant to St. 
Louis’ former teammates with the Tampa Bay Lightning and the New 
York Rangers, the Canadiens players absolutely had to be conscious of 
the privilege of playing there every night. 

“He brought transparency and clarity to some of the guys to what it did 
mean because it was never really talked about before,” Allen said. “This 
is a special place and a historic place, and it always will be, so don’t take 
your time for granted.” 

Playing with swagger and representing the Canadiens with pride were 
two closely related themes that were to be part of the culture that St. 
Louis intended to establish from that day forward. 

The new coach spoke for just under 10 minutes that day. Everything he 
said had a purpose and everything he said had weight. 

“Personally, I was blown away, because he was so ready for that 
moment,” Gorton recalled the day he spoke to The Athletic about his first 
anniversary as head of hockey operations for the Canadiens. “A lot of 
people can be ready, but when they get in front of 25 or 30 alpha males, 
it can change pretty quickly, what you want to say and how it comes out. 

“And I remember just thinking, wow, this guy’s ready, and he’s more 
ready than we thought.” 

Kent Hughes and Martin St. Louis chat at the NHL draft in Montreal (Eric 
Bolte/USA Today) 

When he was done, St. Louis left the room, flanked by Gorton and 
Hughes, and the players remained there, both captivated by what they 
had just heard and fired up for what was to come. 

“That was a pretty motivational speech, I’ve never really had any like that 
before,” centre Christian Dvorak said. 

“When he walked out of the room with Kent and Jeff, I don’t think 
anything was said,” Allen said, “but everyone could understand that all 
right, this is the voice we need, the change we need.” 

“After that meeting,” Edmundson said, “it’s like, ‘alright, we’ve got our 
coach, now let’s go play for him.’” 

The Canadiens had just suffered a 7-1 beating at home two days earlier 
courtesy of the New Jersey Devils, and a modicum of pride demanded 
that they bounce back somehow. But the St. Louis speech breathed new 
life into them. 

“Especially after that meeting that we had, we wanted to do the right 
things and play for each other,” Anderson said that evening after a 5-2 
loss to the Capitals where the Canadiens showed infinitely more energy 
under their new coach. 

“And that was one of the keynotes that he had: play together as a team, 
stick up for each other.” 

Any coaching change is about creating a reaction, but also about putting 
all the players back at square one, in a situation where they have to 
prove themselves again. The short-term effect is pretty much 
guaranteed. 

“But usually it lasts a few days, a few weeks, at best,” Gervais said. “But 
with Martin, I was there for three or four months, and it never let up.” 
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In fact, you could say that the Martin St. Louis effect is still at work. The 
fact that the feeling he generated that day has held fast exactly one year 
after he got the job shows how much that first meeting in the locker room 
is proving to be a turning point in the Canadiens’ recent history. 

St. Louis has the ability to keep his message fresh, to constantly use new 
imagery and different ways to challenge his players. But above all, he 
immediately supported his words with actions, with habits that he 
established, with an atmosphere that he created. 

“It was really impressive, especially for someone who’s never actually 
been a coach,” Allen said. “Obviously, he’s a brilliant guy and hockey 
mind, but to be able to do that in front of a locker room and people that 
he’s never even shook hands with or met before, it’s pretty amazing. It 
was probably one of the most inspirational slash… I don’t even know 
what to call it. 

“I’ll never forget that meeting, no question.” 
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Could Sean Monahan be a candidate for another Avalanche-Canadiens 
trade? 

 

Arpon Basu, Peter Baugh 
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It’s been a while since Sean Monahan was a true, consistent offensive 
force. But early in his career, from the 2014-15 campaign to 2018-19, he 
averaged 30 goals per year, playing at least 74 games in all five of those 
seasons. 

Expecting that level of production from Monahan isn’t realistic at this 
stage in his career. But that doesn’t mean he’s done being a contributing 
middle-six player. The Flames traded him to the Canadiens this past 
offseason, and he has put up 17 points in 25 games. The Athletic’s Pierre 
LeBrun, speaking on TSN, called the Avalanche “a team to monitor” 
when it comes to Monahan as the trade deadline approaches. 

But injuries, which derailed Monahan’s performance in Calgary, have 
proven costly to the forward once again. He hasn’t played since Dec. 5. 

Still, a healthy Monahan could help Colorado. Canadiens writer Arpon 
Basu and Avalanche writer Peter Baugh dig into the potential trade fit: 

How has Monahan looked when he’s played this year? 

Basu: A healthy Monahan looked a lot like what he was in his prime 
years in Calgary. It could easily be argued the Canadiens’ season went 
south when Monahan was injured Dec. 5; they were 12-11-2 at the time 
and have gone 8-15-4 since. He was playing more than 17 minutes a 
night, was on both special teams and was winning 55 percent of his 
faceoffs. The production wasn’t quite like in his prime years, but you 
could see him ramping up when this injury derailed his renaissance 
season. His biggest impact might have been his ability to take on difficult 
assignments like defensive zone faceoffs and penalty-killing, freeing Nick 
Suzuki to play in more offensive situations. Suzuki had 28 points in 25 
games when Monahan was injured; he has 12 in 26 games since. 

Monahan is no speed demon, but though his possession numbers didn’t 
necessarily show it, he is smart and effective with the puck along the 
walls and down low in the offensive zone. He can extend offensive-zone 
shifts and keep the puck down there, manufacturing chances off the 

cycle — the kind of chances you generally need to manufacture in the 
playoffs. 

Why would adding Monahan make sense for the Avalanche? 

Baugh: The Avalanche haven’t replaced Nazem Kadri’s production since 
he left in free agency this past summer. Counting on Monahan to be what 
Kadri was in 2021-22 would be overly optimistic, but he’s still someone 
who can bolster the middle-six forward group and help spread scoring 
ability throughout Colorado’s lineup. As Arpon mentioned, he’s good at 
faceoffs, which would be a boost to the Avalanche, who struggle in the 
circle. 

If Avalanche coach Jared Bednar wants to try him at second-line center, 
the team could roll out a fully healthy forward group looking something 
like this: 

What’s his health situation? 

Basu: Nebulous, to say the least. Monahan had been playing on what 
was believed to be a broken right foot for a few games before finally 
shutting it down on Dec. 5 in Vancouver. He was placed on IR a little 
over a week later and the Canadiens announced he should return in two 
to three weeks. He began skating on his own sometime in late 
December, joined his teammates for practice in a non-contact jersey 
about a month ago, participated in a few practices and then he was gone 
again, with the Canadiens providing no updates on his health despite 
repeated requests. It has now been more than two months since 
Monahan last played a game. Again, he was initially diagnosed to miss 
two to three weeks. The optics here are terrible. 

Can Colorado fit his salary under the cap? 

Baugh: Injuries will determine how much cap space Colorado will have at 
the deadline. If the Avalanche get healthy in the coming weeks, they will 
be able to get under the salary cap and accrue space. That’s a big if, 
though. 

Monahan has a cap hit of $6.375 million. If the Canadiens eat half, which 
they’d be allowed to do in a trade, he would cost $3.1875 million. It’s too 
early to tell if Colorado will have that much space come the deadline — 
the team’s long-term injured reserve and cap accruement situation will 
determine that — but if not, the Avalanche and Canadiens could rope in 
a third team to eat half of the $3.1875 million. That would get Monahan’s 
cap hit under $2 million, but it would also mean either Montreal or 
Colorado giving up another trade chip to a third team. 

What would the Canadiens want for Monahan? 

Basu: The longer Monahan remains out, the less time he has to show 
teams he is fully recovered and performing as he was prior to the injury, 
and the less the Canadiens can therefore realistically ask for him in a 
trade. Teams around the league already were a bit squeamish about 
adding someone with his injury history, so the current situation is not 
helping matters from a leverage standpoint for Montreal. The one thing 
they do have is the option to keep Monahan and sign him to a short-term 
contract, but it is obvious the Canadiens would much rather get 
something, especially with the recent emergence of Kirby Dach at center 
to play behind Suzuki. 

Initially, with how well Monahan started the season and how he was 
helping the Canadiens win more games than anyone expected them to, 
the hope was he would fetch a third first-round pick in the 2023 draft (not 
to mention the future Flames first-round pick he came with as a 
sweetener). Those hopes are now all but dashed unless Monahan comes 
back and goes on an absolute heater. A more realistic price would 
probably be a second-round pick because I have no doubt that if the 
Canadiens are offered less than that, they will seriously explore the 
option of re-signing him, even if it’s just for one more year. They like what 
he brings to their young dressing room. 

As the Avalanche already know, Canadiens general manager Kent 
Hughes has shown an ability to be patient and wait for his price to be met 
before making a deal, as he did with them last year by insisting Justin 
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Barron be included in the Artturi Lehkonen trade. But if Hughes gets his 
price early, he’s also shown he’s willing to move right away, as he did 
last year with Tyler Toffoli going to the Flames on Feb. 14, six weeks out 
from the 2022 deadline. A second-round pick and a prospect might 
convince him to do the same with Monahan, especially considering the 
injury. 

Can the Avalanche match that price? 

Baugh: It’s hard to see the Avalanche (or anyone) paying a first-round 
pick for Monahan, given his injury situation, but Colorado has a second-
round pick in 2025 it could trade. The Avalanche have shown a 
willingness to trade second-round picks, and they sent their 2024 second 
to Montreal in a package for Lehkonen last deadline. If Avalanche GM 
Chris MacFarland thinks Monahan can put the team over the top, he 
won’t hesitate to make an aggressive move. Just don’t expect 
recklessness, especially for a player who has struggled to stay on the 
ice. 

Colorado depleted its prospect pool to build last year’s Stanley Cup 
winner, trading away Barron, Drew Helleson, Conor Timmins and 
multiple draft picks. The team might view this season as a chance to 
retool the system, or at least to avoid taking another step back. That 
means MacFarland won’t trade his three top prospects — Oskar 
Olausson, Sean Behrens and Jean-Luc Foudy — unless he gets a deal 
he really likes. But perhaps a mid-level prospect, someone like Sampo 
Ranta, plus the 2025 second-round pick would be enough for Monahan 
— with the caveat, of course, that he’s healthy. 
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