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Hurricanes stumble in first game back from NHL All-Star break, fall to Rangers at home 

By Justin Pelletier 

Coming out of the NHL All-Star break, it’s easy to want to 
look forward to the playoffs, especially with the trade 
deadline looming as a critical checkpoint just a few weeks 
away. 

Given the New York Rangers’ big trade move earlier this 
week — adding Vladimir Tarasenko from the St. Louis Blues 
— as they attempt to chase the Carolina Hurricanes down 
atop the Metropolitan Division, Saturday’s second meeting of 
the season between the Canes and Rangers took on an 
added postseason feel. 

Similar to last year’s seven-game playoff series between the 
Canes and Rangers, turnovers, special teams and grinding 
5-on-5 play made the difference. 

Unfortunately for the Hurricanes, there were too many of the 
former against a top transition team, leading to the Canes’ 
first outright loss in 11 games, a 6-2 setback to New York at 
PNC Arena. 

“Turnovers, that’s the end of the day,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said.  

“The stuff we were giving up were just Grade-As,” Canes 
captain Jordan Staal added, “either breakaways or two-on-
ones, stuff that we can’t be doing.” 

Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored goals for 
the Hurricanes. Mika Zibanejad, Kaapo Kakko and Artemi 
Panarin scored for the Rangers. It was Panarin’s second 
strike that proved to be the difference on scoreboard, but it 
was his first, late in the second period to tie the game at 2-2, 
that kickstarted the Rangers. 

“We had full possession, there’s no real stress on us, and we 
turn it over,” Brind’Amour said. 

Early in the third, Panarin struck for his second after a 
turnover in the right defensive corner gave the Rangers 
numbers down low. Panarin beat starter Frederik Andersen 
on a rebound after a Vincent Trocheck shot.  

“(Panarin)’s a world-class player for a reason,” Brind’Amour 
said. “He was the difference tonight, for sure.” 

Panarin added another at even strength later in the third to 
complete his hat trick — on another turnover-turned-
breakaway — Kakko found the empty net with 2:14 to play to 
put the Canes away, and Panarin added a fourth on the night 
in the closing minute.  

Beyond Tarasenko — who was quiet Saturday — two other 
key players were definitely different Saturday from last year’s 
playoff series: the goalies. Andersen, the Canes’ No. 1, was 
hurt and unable to play in last year’s series. He started and 
played well Saturday, finishing with 23 saves. He’d been 
riding a multiple-game win streak before the All-Star break 
since returning from an injury. 

The Rangers countered with Jaroslav Halak, a journeyman 
backup in his 17th year of professional hockey. He was 
spelling regular starter Igor Shesterkin, who played — and 
won — Friday night against Seattle. 

Rangers strike first 

The Canes had the better of play for the first few minutes of 
the opening period Saturday, peppering Halak with a handful 
of quick shots, several from in tight. But shortly thereafter, 
the Rangers gathered their legs, perhaps still a bit sluggish 
from having played the night before. 

Later in the first, given their first power play opportunity of the 
game, the Rangers’ top unit went to work. As he’s done 
multiple times, Zibanejad scored with the extra skater, 
fighting through Jordan Martinook’s clearing attempt to 
gather a Chris Kreider rebound and shovel it past Andersen.  

Powerless 

The Hurricanes’ power play has been a point of 
consternation for the team most of the season, though it had 
been improving during the team’s pre-break win streak. On 
Saturday, though, special teams came up empty. After the 
Rangers flexed their muscle on the power play in the first 
period, the Canes had an opportunity with an extra skater 
straddling the first intermission, but never set up well in the 
New York zone and came up empty with the man advantage.  

The Canes also had a chance on the power play in the third 
period after Panarin was called for hooking Brent Burns. That 
opportunity also went by the wayside. 

“We didn’t execute anything we were trying to do,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s really the difference in the game, 
too. They got theirs on the power play... We only had two 
power plays the whole game, but they weren’t very good.” 

Nice Finnish 

It’s not that Teravainen and Kotkaniemi aren’t valuable to the 
Hurricanes. But it’s not that often you see the two Finns on 
the scoresheet with goals in the same game.  

That happened Saturday against New York. Skating on a line 
with Sebastian Aho and and Seth Jarvis, Teravainen was in 
the right place at the right time, collecting his own rebound to 
the left of Halak. He skated first toward his own defender 
then whipped back toward the cage, firing a seeing-eye shot 
that beat Halak short side to tie the score at 1-1.  

Kotkaniemi got in on the act a few minutes later, 
backhanding a rebound past Halak to give the Canes a 2-1 
lead. 

“If he’s going to play on a line with those guys, you got to get 
on the score sheet,” Brind’Amour said of Kotkaniemi. 
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News and notes 

▪ Rangers forward Jake Leschyshyn, whose father skated in 
255 games with the Hartford Whalers/Carolina Hurricanes 
from 1996-2000, has become the first Raleigh native — and 
third overall from North Carolina — to skate in an NHL game 
at PNC Arena. He is the fourth player born in North Carolina 
to play in the NHL. Jared Boll, Ben Smith and Logan Brown 
are the others. Boll and Smith have skated in a game at PNC 
Arena, Brown has not. 

▪ Jaccob Slavin returned to the Hurricanes lineup Saturday 
after missing the previous six games with an undisclosed 
injury. In his pregame comments this week, Brind’Amour said 
if things had been more urgent, Slavin could have returned a 
few games earlier, but with the All-Star break and 
subsequent bye week, there was no rush. 

▪ Saturday also marked Trocheck’s return to PNC Arena. 
The former Hurricanes center signed with the Rangers in the 
offseason after helping Carolina reach the second round of 
the playoffs a year ago, where, ironically, the Canes fell to 
the Rangers. Trocheck received a hearty round of applause 
when reintroduced on the big screen during the first period. 

▪ Speaking of video board tributes, Jesper Fast was also 
honored Saturday as he skated in his 600th NHL game. Fast 

was originally drafted by the Rangers in the sixth round of 
the 2010 NHL Draft. He is the 21st player from his draft class 
to reach 600 games. 

▪ To say Halak is well-traveled is an understatement. Halak’s 
NHL passport has been stamped seven different times. Most 
recently before this season, Halak spent a year in 
Vancouver. Prior to that, he spent three years with Boston, 
including a run to the Stanley Cup Final in 2019. He’s also 
played for the New York Islanders, Washington Capitals, St. 
Louis Blues and his draft team, the Montreal Canadiens. 

▪ The Rangers made the second big splash of trade season 
this past week in acquiring Tarasenko from the St. Louis 
Blues to bolster their already-potent offense. New York 
added Tarasenko and defender Niko Mikkola for Sammy 
Blais, a defensive prospect and two conditional draft picks. In 
his first game for the Rangers on Friday, Tarasenko scored 
his first goal for the club on the power play. 

The New York Islanders also made a move nearly a month 
before the NHL’s trade deadline recently, adding Bo Horvat 
from the Vancouver Canucks. Horvat has four points in four 
games for the Isles. Both the Rangers and Islanders are 
chasing the Hurricanes in the Metropolitan Division 
standings. Those moves have shifted the Canes’ rumor mill 
into high gear well in advance of the March 3 deadline.
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Panarin’s 4 goals leads Rangers’ surge past Hurricanes 

Carolina's seven-game winning streak was snapped 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — For most of two periods, the Carolina 
Hurricanes looked like one of the NHL’s best teams. And 
then they suddenly seemed more like a team that hadn’t 
played in nine days. 

Carolina entered the third period tied, but miscues, a sloppy 
power play and Rangers forward Artemi Panarin’s four goals 
cost the Hurricanes their seven-game winning streak in a 6-2 
loss to New York in front of a standing room-only crowd at 
PNC Arena. 

“The stuff we were giving up were just Grade-A’s, like either 
breakaways or 2-on-1s and stuff we can’t be doing,” 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “And then I thought in 
the third we just completely came off our game and what we 
really wanted to do, and then it just got really sloppy and ugly 
at that point.” 

Through two periods, Carolina outshot New York 25-13 and 
was seemingly in control until Panarin got his first goal of the 
night with just over two minutes left in the the middle frame. 

Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce’s exit pass was deflected 
by partner Brady Skjei, leading to an odd-man rush for New 
York. Vincent Trocheck — playing in his first game at PNC 
Arena since signing with the Rangers in the offseason — 
deferred to Panarin, who cleanly beat the glove of Frederik 
Andersen (13 saves) to make it 2-2 at 17:49. 

“That tying goal for them late in the second was, that one’s a 
tough one,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We 
have full possession, there’s no real stress on us and we turn 
it over to the wrong players.” 

Panarin then took over in the third, 

The go-ahead goal, his second of the night, came when 
Pesce’s pass in the defensive zone was stolen by Trocheck, 
who fed the puck to defenseman Braden Schneider. 
Andersen made the initial save but kicked the rebound right 
to Panarin, who fired it in the net at 4:33 of the period to give 
New York a 3-2 lead. 

The Hurricanes did still have chances to get back in the 
game. 

With just under 14 minutes left in the game, Teuvo 
Teravainen sprung Sebastian Aho on a partial breakaway up 
the right wing, but Jaroslav Halak (27 saves) made a 
sprawling stop to keep the Rangers ahead. 

Panarin was then called for hooking just at 11:43 of the third, 
giving Carolina its second power play of the night. 

But unlike New York, which scored in the first period on its 
lone power play of the game, the Hurricanes’ special teams 
sputtered, managing just one shot on goal on its late 
opportunity and snapping a four game streak of scoring and 
any chance at in-game momentum. 

“The power play had a big opportunity to get us back in it, big 
save on (Aho’s) breakaway — stuff like that just kind of 
turned it in the third,” Staal said. “And then we kind of just 
started getting loose and we stopped playing our style.” 

That opened the floodgates for Panarin, who got his third 
goal on a breakaway with 4:01 remaining for his fourth 
career hat trick and first in more than three years. His last 
was Dec. 12, 2019. 

After Kaapo Kakko got his 11th goal into an empty net with 
2:24 left to make it 5-2, Panarin capped off the first four-goal 
game of his career with a spinning shot from the slot that 
beat Andersen with 64 seconds remaining. 

“A new day is a new day,” Staal said. “We need to get better, 
and we’re going to learn from what we did tonight and how 
we can get better.” 

Notes: Panarin also assisted on Zibanejad’s power play goal, 
giving him the fourth five-point game of his career. … 
Teravainen scored his sixth goal of the season for Carolina, 
and Jesperi Kotkaniemi got his eighth. … Both Skjei and 
Pesce finished minus-4. It is the first time in Pesce’s career 
he’s had a minus-4, and Skjei had just once before — a 7-2 
loss to the Islanders on Jan. 13, 2018, when he was with the 
Rangers. … Aho’s goal and point streak was snapped at six 
games. … Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov, who 
assisted on Kotkaniemi’s goal, has six assists in his last five 
games. … Carolina defenseman Jalen Chatfield was plus-2 
for the second straight game and is a team-best plus-17 on 
the season.
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Recap: Panarin's Four-Goal Night Snaps Canes' Win and Point Streaks 

Carolina suffers first regulation defeat since January 10 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes' second "half" 
schedule opened on a sour note Saturday, losing to the New 
York Rangers by a score of 6-2.  

The Story 

Combining the excitement of the Canes playing their first 
home game in 12 days with a sold-out crowd at PNC Arena, 
the energy and intensity of tonight's contest provided a big-
game feel from the opening puck drop. 

While Carolina put 10 shots onto Jaroslav Halak in the first 
8:12, it was eventually New York claiming the game's first 
lead on the night's very first power play. Mika Zibanejad 
roofed home his 16th power play goal of the season on the 
blocker side of Frederik Andersen, who was making his 
eighth appearance since returning from injury. 

The man advantage marker would hold as the only goal of 
the first, but in the second, the Canes were able to 
temporarily shift momentum. 

A harmless-looking attempt from Teuvo Teravainen wound 
up kicking off the skate of Rangers defenseman K'Andre 
Miller and by Halak, to initially bring the game back even. 

Then, just 2:53 later, Jesperi Kotkaniemi put back his own 
second effort to give the home team their first lead of the 
night. 

Also holding New York to just four shots on goal in the 
middle frame, it appeared that Carolina had control of the 
contest and would be able to take their 2-1 advantage back 
to the locker room. Instead, Rangers forward Artemi Panarin 
took over from there. 

Knotting the contest with a goal inside the final three minutes 
of the second period, he'd then springboard his team in front 
to start the third too.  

And while it was only a one-goal deficit for Carolina for the 
time being, turnovers wound up spoiling their chance at 
coming back. Panarin completed his hat trick with 4:01 on 
the clock, Kaapo Kakko hit the empty net, and then with 

Andersen back in the net, Panarin earned his fourth goal of 
the night to close the contest. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour following the team's defeat... 

"We gave up too many odd-man chances. Early [Frederik 
Andersen] was good, but in the second we only gave up four 
shots. We played a good second period, but we were 2-2 
and we needed to be ahead by a little more there. We gave 
them the go-ahead goal in the third. There was no real 
pressure on us and we turned it over. They make you pay, 
that's what they do." 

Jordan Staal offering his perspective on the loss... 

"In the first two periods we created enough and I thought we 
had control of the game. The stuff we were giving up were 
Grade-A opportunities. They were either breakaways or two-
on-ones, or stuff we can't be doing. In the third we just 
completely came off our game. We didn't do what we wanted 
to do and then it got really sloppy and ugly. They're a high-
powered team. They look for their chances and they can 
bury them." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi when asked about his offense after 
recording his fifth point in five games... 

"I'm playing a little bigger minutes, so I think the points will 
come. I'll get a couple bounces here and there, so it's been 
nice to see that side too." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes move to 34-10-8 with the defeat. 

 Tonight was Canes forward Jesper Fast's 600th 
career NHL game. 

 Rangers Raleigh-born forward Jake Leschyshyn 
skated in his first game at PNC Arena tonight. His 
father, Curtis, played for the Canes from 1996-
2000. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to practice at PNC Arena on 
Sunday and Monday. They'll return to game action on 
Tuesday in Washington, D.C. against the Capitals.
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Panarin scores 4 goals, Rangers end Hurricanes winning streak at 7 

New York has won 5 straight; Aho's goal run ends at 6 
games for Carolina 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Artemi Panarin had four goals and an 
assist, and the New York Rangers extended their winning 
streak to five games with a 6-2 victory against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

Panarin scored his second goal at 4:33 of the third period on 
the rebound of a Braden Schneider shot to give the Rangers 
a 3-2 lead before scoring glove side on a breakaway at 15:59 
to make it 4-2. 

After Kaapo Kakko scored an empty-net goal at 17:46 to 
extend the lead to 5-2, Panarin curled with the puck in the 
slot and scored on a wrist shot at 18:56 for the 6-2 final. 

"Four goals, first time in my life," Panarin said. "If I knew how 
to explain that, I [would] explain. I don't know what happened 
tonight, so it's probably my day tonight. Everything [went] in. 
It's a surprise. Sometimes when I feel something, it's zero 
points." 

Mika Zibanejad also scored, and Vincent Trocheck had two 
assists for the Rangers (31-14-8), who are 6-0-1 in their past 
seven games. 

"I loved the game. We played a good game against a real 
good team over there," New York coach Gerard Gallant said. 
"They're one of the best teams in the NHL. They dump a lot 
of pucks, they put a lot of pressure on you, and they got 
some good chances." 

Jaroslav Halak made 27 saves in his seventh straight win.  

"He was great," Rangers captain Jacob Trouba said. "He 
made some big saves at key times. He helped the defense a 
lot stopping pucks behind the net, moving the puck. That's a 
big help for us. He's been great." 

Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored for the 
Hurricanes (34-10-8), who had their seven-game winning 
streak and 10-game point streak (9-0-1) end. Frederik 
Andersen made 13 saves. 

Carolina was playing its first game since Feb. 1. 

"I was actually surprised how well we played at the start. We 
were really sharp," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"We needed to get more out of the [first] two periods." 

Zibanejad gave the Rangers a 1-0 lead at 13:37 of the first 
period when he roofed a loose puck at the left post on a 
power play. 

Teravainen tied it 1-1 at 6:50 of the second period with a 
wrist shot that deflected off the right skate of Rangers 
defenseman K'Andre Miller. 

Kotkaniemi then gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead at 9:43. 
Halak stopped Kotkaniemi's initial shot from the slot, but the 
forward slid the rebound in with his backhand. 

Panarin's first goal of the game, and 200th in the NHL, tied it 
2-2 at 17:49. After Carolina turned the puck over in the 
neutral zone, Trocheck set up Panarin, who scored with a 
wrist shot from the top of the left face-off circle. 

"I've felt like I've played with everybody on this team at one 
point or another," Trocheck said. "There's no time where I'm 
going to be disappointed or upset. Everybody on this team 
has the ability to play great hockey."  

The Hurricanes controlled play in the second, outshooting 
the Rangers 12-4. 

"The tying goal late in the second, that was a tough one," 
Brind'Amour said. "We had full possession, there was no 
stress on us. We turned it over to the wrong player, it's in the 
back of your net. [Panarin] is world-class for a reason. He 
was the difference tonight, that's for sure." 

NOTES: Panarin's five-point game was his fourth in the NHL. 
He has nine points (four goals, five assists) during a four-
game point streak. … Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho had 
his six-game goal streak end (nine goals). ... Kakko has five 
points (two goals, three assists) during a four-game point 
streak. … Zibanejad extend his goal and point streaks to four 
games (five goals, one assist). His 16th power-play goal tied 
Connor McDavid for second in the NHL this season, behind 
Leon Draisaitl (17). … The Rangers were held to a season-
low 19 shots. … Hurricanes defenseman Brent Burns had his 
seven-game point streak end (four goals, four assists). … 
Carolina forward Jesper Fast played his 600th NHL game. … 
Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin was minus-1 with 
three shots and one block in 21:00 of ice time after missing 
six games with a lower-body injury.
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Panarin’s 4-goal night helps Rangers stop Hurricanes’ streak 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Artemi Panarin tied the game, 
scored the go-ahead goal and then found the net twice more 
to overshadow a strong win by the New York Rangers with a 
dazzling individual performance Saturday night. 

Ever have a game like this? 

“When I was a kid, yeah — against my grandpa,” he said.  

Panarin scored thrice in the third period during his first four-
goal outing, helping the Rangers blow open a close game 
late and beat the Carolina Hurricanes 6-2 on Saturday night.  

Mika Zibanejad had a power-play goal in the first period and 
Kaapo Kakko added an empty-net score for the Rangers. 
Vincent Trocheck added two assists to help stop his former 
team’s seven-game winning streak. 

Jaroslav Halak finished with 27 saves in his seventh 
consecutive victory for the Rangers, who won their fifth 
straight game and pushed their point streak to seven games. 

But it was Panarin who was the star, from scoring the 
tiebreaking goal off a rebound at 4:33 of the third period to 
securing his first hat trick since 2019 on a breakaway at 
15:59 before adding another one from the slot with 64 
seconds left. 

And it wasn’t as though he felt a big game coming. 

“Surprise,” Panarin said. “Sometimes when I feel something, 
it means zero points. ... Four goals, first time in my life.” 

That came after he said his confidence started with a “minus-
20” after missing the net on a quality first-period chance. 

It ended up as his first multigoal game this season and fourth 
career hat trick — second with the Rangers. Panarin also 
had an assist for his first five-point game since last March 12 
at Dallas (one goal, four assists). And his last three goals 
came after the Rangers shifted lines and didn’t have him 
alongside fellow scoring star Zibanejad. 

“That’s the thing with those guys, you can mix and match 
them a little bit and it’s not going to hurt anyone,” Rangers 
coach Gerard Gallant said. 

Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi both scored in the 
second for the Hurricanes, who carried a 10-game point 
streak out of the All-Star break. Carolina hadn’t lost since 
falling at home to Vancouver in a Jan. 15 shootout. 

Frederik Andersen stopped 13 of 18 shots in the loss. 

The matchup paired teams that squared off in two of the past 
three postseasons. The first came in the Toronto bubble in 

2020, a series Carolina won easily. The second saw the 
Rangers win on the Hurricanes’ home ice to close out a 
tough second-round series in Game 7 last May. 

Now the Rangers have won both meetings this season, this 
one coming by the same score as that Game 7 win. 

Panarin pushed the Rangers ahead 3-2 when he put away a 
loose rebound on Braden Schneider’s shot early in the third. 
Then, after K’Andre Miller forced Sebastian Aho into a 
turnover, Panarin charged up ice to beat Andersen at the 
15:59 mark. 

Panarin scored his first goal with a transition chance off a 
Carolina turnover, taking a feed from Trocheck and burying a 
2-on-1 opportunity past Andersen’s glove at 17:49 of the 
second to tie the game 2-all after Carolina had begun to build 
control of the game. 

His fourth goal came when he took a feed from Jimmy Vesey 
along the boards and scored from the slot, spinning back 
toward the middle against Carolina’s Calvin De Haan to beat 
Andersen one final time. 

“We were really sharp. We needed to get more out of that, 
the two periods,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“That tying goal late in the second, that was a tough one. ... 
He’s world class for a reason. He was the difference tonight, 
that’s for sure.” 

FAMILIAR FACES 

It marked a notable meeting for two players facing their 
former team. 

First there was Trocheck, who left Carolina to sign with New 
York in the offseason and was playing his first game since in 
Raleigh. The Hurricanes had acquired Trocheck in 2020 
shortly before the COVID-19 shutdown, and he became a 
vital piece as a two-way center. 

Trocheck received warm applause when acknowledged on 
the bench during a first-period stoppage, offering a wave to 
the crowd.  

Carolina forward Jesper Fast appeared in his 600th NHL 
game, coming against the team that drafted him. Fast played 
his first 422 games with New York before signing with 
Carolina in 2020. 

UP NEXT 

Rangers: At Vancouver on Wednesday. 

Hurricanes: At Washington on Tuesday.
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Turnovers, mental mistakes sink Canes in return to action 

The Carolina Hurricanes fell to the New York Rangers 6-2 
Saturday night at PNC Arena in their first game in nine-days. 

By Ryan Henkel  

There was one thing plaguing the minds of every Carolina 
Hurricanes player following their 6-2 loss to the New York 
Rangers... 

The sheer amount of turnovers. 

The Canes were credited with 19 giveaways through the 60 
minute contest, and a good portion of those were unforced.  

The Hurricanes especially sank themselves when some of 
those brutal turnovers led directly to the tying, go-ahead and 
dagger goals. 

It was also not a great showing for Brady Skjei and Brett 
Pesce who were on the ice for all three of those. 

Usually one of the Canes’ best defensive pairs, the duo did 
not have a good showing — despite having a 69% CF — as 
they gave up three goals against with no goals for. 

“That tying goal for them late in the second, that was a tough 
one,” Brind’Amour said. “We had full possession, there was 
no real stress on us and we turn it over to the wrong players 
and it’s in the back of our net.” 

The play in question, Pesce tries to play the puck up the 
boards from his own zone, but Skjei tries to get his stick on 
the puck as if it were a pass and it bounces to Vincent 
Trocheck who hits the reload with Panarin for the goal. 

“We [also] gave them one in the third for the go-ahead. 
There was no real pressure on us and we turn it over. And 
they make you pay. That’s what they do.” 

That play, Pesce called for the puck after Frederik Andersen 
played it behind the net, but then as Pesce tried to send it, it 
got intercepted and once again, Panarin scored. 

Then on the third goal, both defensemen vacated the 
blueline and Panarin took the puck from Aho and away he 
went. Hat trick or for the Canes, the Mistake Trick. 

The season has not been a scheduling masterclass for the 
Canes. 

The first 64 days of the season featured 20 road games to 
just 9 home games, with 50 of those 64 days involving travel 
for the team.  

They then entered the All-Star break on a seven-game 
winning and 10-game point streak and with a red-hot power 

play only to end up sitting for nine-straight days as the break 
coincided with their league mandated bye week.  

All to come back to face a Metro division rival in the New 
York Rangers who were rolling along already having won 
three straight since the All-Star break. 

You’ll never hear a hockey player make excuses, but that 
doesn’t make the scheduling a non-factor.  

“I didn’t like the start [of the schedule], that’s for sure,” said 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour after the game. “Not so much 
that we were on the road for forever, but we just had a lot of 
off days on the road. That was tough, but we got it behind us 
and then we put together a good string of home games 
because we had so many to catch up on. Tonight it just didn’t 
go our way.” 

And the reason it didn’t got their way? Mental mistakes. 

After nine days off, the Canes, physically, looked pretty good 
out the gate. 

“I was actually surprised how well we played at the start,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We were really sharp.” 

And they were. The Canes were well outshooting the 
Rangers and the only goal they gave up was a power play 
goal. The Hurricanes managed to get two quick strikes in the 
second period to even steal the lead.  

But that’s when the turnovers really started to hammer them. 

“I thought in the first two periods, we created enough offense 
to control the game, but the stuff that we were giving up was 
just Grade-A’s, either breakaways or 2-on-1s,” said captain 
Jordan Staal. “Stuff that we can’t be doing. Then in the third, 
I thought we just completely came off of our game and what 
we really wanted to do. And then it just got really sloppy and 
ugly at that point. 

The Hurricanes got goal contributions from two of their Finns 
as both Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi found the 
back of the net. 

Both have been on an upward trajectory as of late after slow 
starts to the year. The Canes need more contributions, 
namely from each’s linemates — Andrei Svechnikov and 
Seth Jarvis. 

Hopefully they and the rest of the Hurricanes managed to 
shake off the rest of the rust from the long break and can get 
back to it on Tuesday for a matchup with the Washington 
Capitals.
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‘Sloppy and ugly’: Canes’ win streak ends with 6-2 loss to Rangers  

By Sam Overton 

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered a 6-2 defeat at the hands 
of the New York Rangers in PNC Arena on Saturday, Feb. 
11. The Rangers knocked the Hurricanes out of the 
postseason a year ago, and they certainly had Carolina’s 
number again tonight in Raleigh. 

The Canes received a boost from center Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
and left wing Teuvo Teravainen, who scored Carolina’s only 
two goals. The headlining performance of the evening, 
however, came from New York left wing Artemi Panarin, who 
totaled four goals and a hat trick in the third period alone. 

“The stuff we were giving up were just great A’s — either 
breakaways or two-on-ones, and stuff that we can’t be 
doing,” said center Jordan Staal, the team’s captain. “In the 
third, we just completely came off our game and what we 
really wanted to do, and then it just got really sloppy and ugly 
at that point.” 

PNC Arena was absolutely electric on Saturday night — 
seemingly every Rangers fan showed up in droves to wash 
the rink in a sea of royal blue. Never ones to back down from 
a challenge, Caniacs responded in kind with rowdy cheers 
and extra-raucous boos whenever the Rangers got a little too 
close to goaltender Frederik Andersen. 

New York center Vincent Trocheck received a standing 
ovation for his first reappearance in Raleigh since agreeing 
to a seven-year deal with the Rangers on July 13, 2022. The 
Pittsburgh native received a standing ovation from Caniacs 
and New York transplants alike — most fans remember 
Trocheck fondly, especially after a stunning 21-goal 
performance in the 2021-2022 season. 

After a 10-day hiatus for most of Carolina’s squad — with the 
exception of right-wing Andrei Svechnikov, who represented 
the Hurricanes in this year’s All-Star game — the team 
returned to the ice to face the Rangers in a thrilling intra-

division game. In the most recent matchup between the two 
team, New York snapped Carolina’s 11-game win streak with 
a decisive 5-3 victory. 

For the bulk of the game, the shot differential didn’t quite 
reflect the score. The Rangers kept in time with the Canes, 
holding Carolina to a tied game for most of regulation. With 
10 minutes left to play, the Rangers were up by one, yet the 
Hurricanes nearly doubled them in shots on goal. New York 
goaltender Jaroslav Halak performed extremely well in place 
of Vezina Trophy winner Igor Shesterkin, posting a .931 save 
percentage. 

“I was actually surprised at how well we played at the start of 
the [first] period,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “We 
were really sharp, and we needed to get more out of the 
[first] two periods. … We didn’t really execute anything that 
we were trying to do.” 

Fans hoping for an improved power-play performance after 
the week-long bye were sorely disappointed — Carolina 
barely had a fighting chance during either man-advantage, 
giving up two important opportunities for an edge over the 
Rangers. 

Heading into the third period, the game was knotted at two 
goals apiece. The Rangers took the lead 4:33 into the frame 
and never gave it up. In fact, they piled in three more for 
good measure. The game got ugly and then even uglier in 
the third period, making the contest seem more lopsided 
than it really was. 

“Coming off a break like that isn’t always easy,” Staal said. “It 
wasn’t our best, but I’m turning the page here and [getting] to 
work tomorrow. … New day to get better, and we’re gonna 
learn from what we did tonight and how we can get better.” 

The Hurricanes will travel to Washington, D.C. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 14 for a Valentine’s Day special against the Capitals. 
Puck drop is scheduled for 7 p.m.
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Wolves Rally to Stun Wild 6-5 

The Chicago Wolves roared back from a three-goal deficit to 
record a scintillating 6-5 victory over the Wild on Saturday 
night in Iowa. 

Joseph LaBate and Malte Stromwall each had two goals, 
Max Lajoie a goal and three assists and Jack Drury a goal 
and an assist to lead the Wolves to their first three-game 
winning streak of the season. 

Ronan Seeley and Ryan Suzuki each added two assists as 
the defending Calder Cup champion Wolves swept the 
home-and-home series against Iowa. 

Riding the momentum of Friday night’s offensive onslaught 
during the Wolves’ 5-0 victory, LaBate struck early in the 
rematch to stake the Wolves to a lead 1 minute, 42 seconds 
into the game. 

The winger cruised through the slot and redirected a long 
shot from Cavan Fitzgerald over Iowa goaltender Jesper 
Wallstedt’s right shoulder for LaBate’s fourth goal of the 
season. Suzuki also picked up an assist on the goal that 
marked the third consecutive game the Wolves tallied first in 
the game. 

The Wild knotted it at 1-1 midway through the opening period 
on Adam Beckman’s goal off a rebound. Late in the first, 
Dakota Mermis’ power-play goal and even-strength scores 
by Marco Rossi and Beckman put Iowa out in front 4-1 
heading into the intermission. 

The Wolves came right back early in the second to cut the 
deficit to two when Lajoie’s shot from the point made its way 
through traffic and eluded Wallstedt. Drury recorded an 
assist on Lajoie’s fourth goal of the season. 

LaBate’s second of the game a short time later pulled the 
Wolves to within a goal. The winger wired a shot from the 

slot that sailed past Wallstedt’s blocker for LaBate’s first 
multi-goal game of the season. Suzuki earned his second 
assist of the contest and Lajoie had the secondary helper. 

The Wolves reeled off their third consecutive goal of the 
period to tie it at 4-4. With Chicago on the power play, 
Stromwall jumped on a rebound of a Seeley shot and 
shoveled in a backhander for his ninth goal of the season. 
Lajoie picked up his second assist of the game. 

Drury scored the Wolves’ fourth goal in row when the center 
broke into the Iowa zone while on the penalty kill and solved 
Wallstedt for his sixth tally of the season and a 5-4 Chicago 
advantage. 

In the third, Wolves goaltender Zachary Sawchenko 
maintained that lead when he stoned Tanner Kaspick on a 
penalty shot. 

Seconds later, Stromwall’s power-play goal off a redirection 
of a Lajoie shot extended the Wolves’ lead to two. 

Iowa kept coming on Beckman’s third goal of the game to 
make it 6-5 but the Wolves hung on for the victory. 

Sawchenko (29 saves) earned the win in goal for the Wolves 
while Wallstedt (29 saves) suffered the loss for Iowa. 

The Wolves upped their record to 18-22-3-1 and Iowa fell to 
22-16-5-4. 

Up next: The Wolves host the Milwaukee Admirals on 
Wednesday at Allstate Arena (11 a.m., AHLTV). 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

  

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272219593.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/02/panarins-4-goals-leads-rangers-surge-past-hurricanes/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-panarins-four-goal-night-snaps-canes-win-and-point-streaks/c-340961568 

https://www.nhl.com/news/new-york-rangers-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-340756104 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-mika-zibanejad-kaapo-kakko-jaroslav-halak-82696304ce3f08c2f62a603681de9cdc 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/12/23596159/turnovers-mental-mistakes-sink-carolina-hurricanes-in-return-to-action-new-york-rangers 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/sloppy-and-ugly-canes-win-streak-ends-with-6-2-loss-to-rangers/article_de0f5024-aa8b-11ed-a348-

4364ca883ebe.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/02/11/wolves-rally-to-stun-wild-6-5/ 
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Hurricanes stumble in first game back from NHL All-Star break, fall to 
Rangers at home 

 

Justin Pelletier  

 

Coming out of the NHL All-Star break, it’s easy to want to look forward to 
the playoffs, especially with the trade deadline looming as a critical 
checkpoint just a few weeks away. 

Given the New York Rangers’ big trade move earlier this week — adding 
Vladimir Tarasenko from the St. Louis Blues — as they attempt to chase 
the Carolina Hurricanes down atop the Metropolitan Division, Saturday’s 
second meeting of the season between the Canes and Rangers took on 
an added postseason feel. 

Similar to last year’s seven-game playoff series between the Canes and 
Rangers, turnovers, special teams and grinding 5-on-5 play made the 
difference. 

Unfortunately for the Hurricanes, there were too many of the former 
against a top transition team, leading to the Canes’ first outright loss in 
11 games, a 6-2 setback to New York at PNC Arena. 

“Turnovers, that’s the end of the day,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

“The stuff we were giving up were just Grade-As,” Canes captain Jordan 
Staal added, “either breakaways or two-on-ones, stuff that we can’t be 
doing.” 

Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored goals for the 
Hurricanes. Mika Zibanejad, Kaapo Kakko and Artemi Panarin scored for 
the Rangers. It was Panarin’s second strike that proved to be the 
difference on scoreboard, but it was his first, late in the second period to 
tie the game at 2-2, that kickstarted the Rangers. 

“We had full possession, there’s no real stress on us, and we turn it 
over,” Brind’Amour said. 

Early in the third, Panarin struck for his second after a turnover in the 
right defensive corner gave the Rangers numbers down low. Panarin 
beat starter Frederik Andersen on a rebound after a Vincent Trocheck 
shot. 

“(Panarin)’s a world-class player for a reason,” Brind’Amour said. “He 
was the difference tonight, for sure.” 

Panarin added another at even strength later in the third to complete his 
hat trick — on another turnover-turned-breakaway — Kakko found the 
empty net with 2:14 to play to put the Canes away, and Panarin added a 
fourth on the night in the closing minute. 

Beyond Tarasenko — who was quiet Saturday — two other key players 
were definitely different Saturday from last year’s playoff series: the 
goalies. Andersen, the Canes’ No. 1, was hurt and unable to play in last 

year’s series. He started and played well Saturday, finishing with 23 
saves. He’d been riding a multiple-game win streak before the All-Star 
break since returning from an injury. 

The Rangers countered with Jaroslav Halak, a journeyman backup in his 
17th year of professional hockey. He was spelling regular starter Igor 
Shesterkin, who played — and won — Friday night against Seattle. 

Rangers strike first 

The Canes had the better of play for the first few minutes of the opening 
period Saturday, peppering Halak with a handful of quick shots, several 
from in tight. But shortly thereafter, the Rangers gathered their legs, 
perhaps still a bit sluggish from having played the night before. 

Later in the first, given their first power play opportunity of the game, the 
Rangers’ top unit went to work. As he’s done multiple times, Zibanejad 
scored with the extra skater, fighting through Jordan Martinook’s clearing 
attempt to gather a Chris Kreider rebound and shovel it past Andersen. 

Powerless 

The Hurricanes’ power play has been a point of consternation for the 
team most of the season, though it had been improving during the team’s 
pre-break win streak. On Saturday, though, special teams came up 
empty. After the Rangers flexed their muscle on the power play in the 
first period, the Canes had an opportunity with an extra skater straddling 
the first intermission, but never set up well in the New York zone and 
came up empty with the man advantage. 

The Canes also had a chance on the power play in the third period after 
Panarin was called for hooking Brent Burns. That opportunity also went 
by the wayside. 

“We didn’t execute anything we were trying to do,” Brind’Amour said. 
“That’s really the difference in the game, too. They got theirs on the 
power play... We only had two power plays the whole game, but they 
weren’t very good.” 

Nice Finnish 

It’s not that Teravainen and Kotkaniemi aren’t valuable to the Hurricanes. 
But it’s not that often you see the two Finns on the scoresheet with goals 
in the same game. 

That happened Saturday against New York. Skating on a line with 
Sebastian Aho and and Seth Jarvis, Teravainen was in the right place at 
the right time, collecting his own rebound to the left of Halak. He skated 
first toward his own defender then whipped back toward the cage, firing a 
seeing-eye shot that beat Halak short side to tie the score at 1-1. 

Kotkaniemi got in on the act a few minutes later, backhanding a rebound 
past Halak to give the Canes a 2-1 lead. 

“If he’s going to play on a line with those guys, you got to get on the 
score sheet,” Brind’Amour said of Kotkaniemi. 

News and notes 

▪ Rangers forward Jake Leschyshyn, whose father skated in 255 games 
with the Hartford Whalers/Carolina Hurricanes from 1996-2000, has 
become the first Raleigh native — and third overall from North Carolina 
— to skate in an NHL game at PNC Arena. He is the fourth player born in 
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North Carolina to play in the NHL. Jared Boll, Ben Smith and Logan 
Brown are the others. Boll and Smith have skated in a game at PNC 
Arena, Brown has not. 

▪ Jaccob Slavin returned to the Hurricanes lineup Saturday after missing 
the previous six games with an undisclosed injury. In his pregame 
comments this week, Brind’Amour said if things had been more urgent, 
Slavin could have returned a few games earlier, but with the All-Star 
break and subsequent bye week, there was no rush. 

▪ Saturday also marked Trocheck’s return to PNC Arena. The former 
Hurricanes center signed with the Rangers in the offseason after helping 
Carolina reach the second round of the playoffs a year ago, where, 
ironically, the Canes fell to the Rangers. Trocheck received a hearty 
round of applause when reintroduced on the big screen during the first 
period. 

▪ Speaking of video board tributes, Jesper Fast was also honored 
Saturday as he skated in his 600th NHL game. Fast was originally 
drafted by the Rangers in the sixth round of the 2010 NHL Draft. He is 
the 21st player from his draft class to reach 600 games. 

▪ To say Halak is well-traveled is an understatement. Halak’s NHL 
passport has been stamped seven different times. Most recently before 
this season, Halak spent a year in Vancouver. Prior to that, he spent 
three years with Boston, including a run to the Stanley Cup Final in 2019. 
He’s also played for the New York Islanders, Washington Capitals, St. 
Louis Blues and his draft team, the Montreal Canadiens. 

▪ The Rangers made the second big splash of trade season this past 
week in acquiring Tarasenko from the St. Louis Blues to bolster their 
already-potent offense. New York added Tarasenko and defender Niko 
Mikkola for Sammy Blais, a defensive prospect and two conditional draft 
picks. In his first game for the Rangers on Friday, Tarasenko scored his 
first goal for the club on the power play. 

The New York Islanders also made a move nearly a month before the 
NHL’s trade deadline recently, adding Bo Horvat from the Vancouver 
Canucks. Horvat has four points in four games for the Isles. Both the 
Rangers and Islanders are chasing the Hurricanes in the Metropolitan 
Division standings. Those moves have shifted the Canes’ rumor mill into 
high gear well in advance of the March 3 deadline. 
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Caps shut down NHL-best Bruins to open season’s second half in style 

 

By Roman Stubbs 

 

Share 

BOSTON — Most of the Washington Capitals opted not to stick around 
to revel in the silence of TD Garden after their 2-1 win over the Boston 
Bruins on Saturday, but Nicklas Backstrom did. He took off his skates 
and shed his gear. Sweat poured from his brow. He sat for a moment in 
his dressing room stall as the equipment managers scrambled to pack up 
around him. 

“I really think this is the time when teams are starting to get together and 
play good hockey,” the veteran center said as his teammates headed for 
the bus. “It’s going to be tight at the end. Hopefully this will give us a 
good little boost.” 

Coach Peter Laviolette had talked to his team about controlling the 
decibel level, especially because the sellout crowd fully expected the 
home team to continue a historic start. Boston entered Saturday as the 
NHL’s undisputed alpha with 39 wins and 83 points after 51 games, 
numbers that have the Bruins challenging for the best record in league 

history. Instead, a raucous pregame crowd fell into a rare hush early in 
the first period after Backstrom cleaned up a rebound on a five-on-three 
power play to give the Capitals a lead they wouldn’t relinquish. 

“I’ve been in this building where they scored three goals in the first 10 
minutes and the building is erupting, and it makes it that much more 
difficult place to play,” Laviolette said. “The start was important.” 

It was a tone-setting victory for the Capitals, who began the season’s 
second half in the Eastern Conference’s second wild-card spot after a 
10-day layoff. (This win pushed the Capitals into the first wild-card spot, 
one point in front of Pittsburgh, which played late Saturday.) Washington 
caught a break by not facing Linus Ullmark — the Bruins’ top goalie, who 
leads the NHL in wins and save percentage — but instead 24-year-old 
backup Jeremy Swayman, who has been solid but not on Ullmark’s all-
star level. 

The Bruins entered the afternoon second in goals and first in goals 
against, and they had the league’s best penalty kill and a top-five power 
play. Yet Washington provided a blueprint for how it plans to make a 
postseason push: with bone-rattling physicality, structurally sound 
defense and opportunistic scoring. It started Saturday in the crease, with 
goaltender Darcy Kuemper making a number of acrobatic saves early 
and his team protecting him in front of the net. 

After making a save in the first, Kuemper withstood a swat at his pad by 
the Bruins’ Brad Marchand after the whistle had blown. That earned 
Marchand a fierce crosscheck to the back from Capitals center Evgeny 
Kuznetsov. Marchand dropped to his knees and went flying across the 
ice. A few sticks and gloves went up around him, and penalties were 
doled out. Not long after, the Capitals had a power play that yielded the 
goal by Backstrom, who made it 1-0 at 6:28 of a penalty-filled period. 

Winger Garnet Hathaway extended the lead to 2-0 at 11:40 of the second 
after capitalizing on a turnover and sending a wrister past the shoulder of 
Swayman — with the puck nicking the crossbar on its way in — despite 
absorbing a crushing hit from Bruins defenseman Connor Clifton. 
Hathaway remained on his back on the ice and cracked a smile — he 
lost his mouthpiece on the play — as he pointed to the rafters in 
celebration. 

“He played really well,” Laviolette said. “His nose was dirty tonight. He 
had a big goal. You just found him the middle of everything.” 

Kuemper used every tool at his disposal on his way to 27 saves, at times 
needing every inch of his 6-foot-5, 215-pound frame to keep the Bruins at 
bay, which included fully extending his stick to bat away a deflection by 
Patrice Bergeron with just over six minutes left in the first. Boston finally 
solved Kuemper when Nick Foligno was left all alone in front and 
trimmed Boston’s deficit to one with 3:26 left in the second period. But 
later, Kuemper used his blocker to bat away a knuckling puck from Hall 
during four-on-four play early in the third. 

Caps return from an extended break refreshed and facing a tough task 

Marchand and Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin locked horns numerous 
times, including midway through the third period, when both were 
whistled for penalties after a tussle. Boston was unable to capitalize — 
the Capitals helped Kuemper in front during four-on-four play, including a 
key block by defenseman Nick Jensen — and even after Boston pulled 
Swayman (21 saves) late and had a six-on-four advantage over the final 
25 seconds, the Bruins didn’t have enough to tie it. 

“It’s definitely go time for us. You can see that in the urgency in our play,” 
Kuemper said. “It would have been disappointing to come into this 
building and not put in the effort we did.” 

Here’s what else to know about the Capitals’ win: 

Caps to carry on tradition with their 30th Super Bowl Sunday matinee 

Wilson, Dowd still out 

Winger Tom Wilson and center Nic Dowd remained out of the lineup with 
lower-body injuries. Both made progress this past week, but neither 
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practiced with the team. Wilson is listed as day-to-day, and Dowd 
remains on injured reserve. Washington has amassed 310 man-games 
missed, the second most in the NHL. 

Their continued absences left Washington needing an extra forward, so it 
recalled Aliaksei Protas from its American Hockey League affiliate Friday. 
Protas was a healthy scratch Saturday, as was defenseman Alexander 
Alexeyev. 

Backstrom, Johansson stay hot 

After returning from offseason hip resurfacing surgery, Backstrom has 
found his groove and continued his offensive surge with a hard-fought 
rebound goal in the first period. It came off an assist by Marcus 
Johansson, who has a point in four straight games (one goal, three 
assists). 

In his past four games, Backstrom has two goals, added an assist and 
scored the shootout winner against Pittsburgh on Jan. 26. 
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Caps open second half with road win over first-place Bruins 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

Playing their first game in 10 days, the Capitals took an early lead over 
the Boston Bruins on Saturday and never relinquished it on their way to a 
2-1 victory over the NHL’s top team. 

Boston entered the game with 83 points, good for first place in the 
Atlantic Division and the highest total in the league. The favorites to win 
the President’s Trophy had been particularly difficult to beat at their home 
arena TD Garden, where they sported a 22-1-3 record. 

The Capitals were coming off their bye week after an up-and-down 
January that saw inconsistent results on the power play and a few 
uncharacteristic outings for goaltender Darcy Kuemper. None of those 
trends carried over into play Saturday as Nicklas Backstrom scored a 5-
on-3 tally in the first and Kuemper engineered one of his more impressive 
wins of the season. 

Backstrom’s second power-play goal in three games gave the Capitals 
the 1-0 lead six and a half minutes in. The power play originally belonged 
to Boston, but a series of penalties against the home team gave 
Washington a 5-on-3 advantage for 16 seconds. Backstrom and Marcus 
Johansson were quick to apply pressure up front and the former 
slammed it home. 

Sweet Swede goal ðŸ˜  pic.twitter.com/133pYlNDHX— Washington 
Capitals (@Capitals) February 11, 2023 

The most impressive performance for the Capitals was between the 
pipes. Kuemper struggled over his final four starts in January, allowing 13 
goals across the four games — two of which resulted in head coach 
Peter Laviolette pulling him early. Facing the highest-scoring team in 
hockey Saturday, he stopped 27 of 28 shots to protect the Capitals’ slim 
lead all afternoon. 

In a physical contest that saw the two teams combine for 12 penalties, 
Kuemper made several key stops in 4-on-4, 4-on-5 and 4-on-6 situations 
to prevent the Bruins’ top-ranked power play unit from taking over. He 
improved to 16-14-4 with a .916 save percentage and 2.57 GAA. 

Boston threatened to take over the game in the second, outshooting the 
Capitals 11-4 and scoring its lone goal of the afternoon on a shot by left 
wing Nick Foligno. Yet, as it’s done often this season, the Capitals’ fourth 

line provided a boost on the offensive end with a strong play by Garnet 
Hathaway to keep the puck in the zone and score off the crossbar. 

OH BUDDY! ðŸš¨ pic.twitter.com/VNcf6AZcky— Washington Capitals 
(@Capitals) February 11, 2023 

With the win, the Capitals leaped back in front of the Pittsburgh Penguins 
for the top Wild Card spot in the Eastern Conference. It was an 
impressive start to the second half for a Washington team that will face 
the Florida Panthers and Carolina Hurricanes twice over the next week. 
First up will be the San Jose Sharks for the second leg of a back-to-back 
Sunday. 
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Mike Matheson scores OT winner to lift Canadiens over Islanders 4-3 

 

Tristan D'Amours 

3-4 minutes 2/11/2023 

 

Mike Matheson scored the winning goal to lift the Montreal Canadiens to 
4-3 overtime decision over the New York Islanders on Saturday 
afternoon. 

In their final game wearing their light blue uniforms, the Canadiens (21-
27-4) rallied to grab their first victory in the “retro reverse” jerseys and 
sealed their season record at 1-6-1 in the alternate garb. 

Nick Suzuki broke a nine-game scoring drought while Justin Barron and 
Kirby Dach added third-period goals. Mike Hoffman collected three 
assists. 

Samuel Montembeault made 27 saves in the Montreal net. 

Brock Nelson, Bo Horvat and Matt Martin scored for the Islanders. Noah 
Dobson collected two assists. 

Semyon Varlamov made 27 saves as New York suffered back-to-back 
losses. 

Montreal opened the scoring in the opening frame after Josh Anderson, 
double-teamed along the boards, found Rafael Harvey-Pinard. The 
winger then sent a pass across the crease for Suzuki to put the Habs up 
1-0 at 12:57. 

Detroit Red Wings down Vancouver Canucks 5-2 

Edmonton Oilers snap Ottawa Senators’ streak with 6-3 win 

The Islanders (27-23-6) responded at 15:01 when Nelson redirected 
Dobson’s shot from the point. Nelson extended his career-high point 
streak to 10 games, the longest for New York since Josh Bailey’s 11-
game streak in 2017. 

New York took the lead in the final seconds of the second period on the 
power play. Horvat scored from the corner of the boards, banking the 
puck off Montembeault and into the net. 

The former Vancouver Canucks captain collected his fourth point (three 
goals, one assist) in four games as an Islander. 

Barron scored his second NHL goal to level the score for Montreal at 
4:02 of the final frame. The Islanders gave the 21-year-old more than 
enough space to whip a wrister from the high slot and beat Varlamov 
above the blocker. 

New York regained the lead when Martin redirected Alexander 
Romanov’s wrist shot from the point. 
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Montreal tied the game a second time, with 3:16 remaining, after Dach 
deflected Mike Matheson’s low wrist shot from the blue line to force 
overtime. 

The Islanders found themselves on the man-advantage after Mike 
Hoffman took a slashing call with 2:31 remaining in overtime. 

Montreal successfully killed the power play and Hoffman cleared himself 
for a breakaway. Varlamov saved the winger’s shot but Matheson picked 
up the rebound and won the game with a tap-in goal. 

The goal was reviewed for an offside on Hoffman by the referees, leaving 
both teams waiting in the tunnels for several minutes. 

After a lengthy video review, the referees indicated that Hoffman was 
onside and confirmed Matheson’s winner. 
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In the Habs Room: Blue jerseys an affront to Canadiens' history, St. 
Louis says 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Published Feb 11, 2023 

 

Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis made it clear what he thought of the 
team’s powder blue Reverse Retro  jerseys after Montreal rallied for a 4-
3 overtime win over the New York Islanders on Saturday at the Bell 
Centre. 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

Going into Saturday’s game, the Canadiens had an 0-6-1 record when 
wearing the alternate jersey and, when St. Louis was asked what went 
through his mind during the review, he replied: “I was thinking of the blue 
jerseys. I was hoping it would go our way, but it could have gone either 
way.” 

St. Louis said the jerseys, cursed or not, were an affront to the team’s 
history. 

“I think the hockey gods, I mean this is an historical franchise (and) the 
guys who wore those jerseys 50 years ago, red and white, are looking 
down and saying: ‘What are you guys doing?’ We probably get what we 
deserve, based on how historical this franchise is. I don’t know what next 
year will bring, but I hope it’s not those jerseys.” 

A review of any overtime goal is automatically mandated by league rules 
and the question was whether Mike Hoffman was offside when he came 
out of the penalty box to take a pass from Matheson. Semyon Varlamov 
stopped Hoffman on his breakaway, but Matheson was there to bury the 
rebound. 

“It went on far longer than I wanted it to,” Matheson said of the review. 

“It’s a special moment,” he added. “When I was on the ice doing my post-
game interview, I just wanted to tell the fans that I was that young boy in 
the stands not too long ago. I was watching and cheering on this team. 
To get the winning goal in overtime in front of them is truly unique.” 

Matheson’s exploits were made possible by an heroic effort on the 
penalty kill after Hoffman was sent off for tripping Sebastian Aho. Sam 
Montembeault, who was presented with the Molson Cup for January prior 
to the game, made two of his five overtime saves during the power play, 

and David Savard blocked two shots, while Christian Dvorak blocked 
one. 

“When we talk about building an identity and a culture, that’s exactly it,” 
Matheson said, acknowledging Savard’s contribution. “It gets 
overshadowed but, without the shots they block, I may not score the 
winning goal.” 

Savard was on the ice for nearly four minutes during the overtime. 

“Sometimes David plays four minutes, but he doesn’t move much,” St. 
Louis said with a smile. “I’m not saying that to insult him. He is a good 
hockey player, he has a good head and he takes care of the team. He is 
very good at blocking shots.” 

Nick Suzuki, Kirby Dach and defenceman Justin Barron scored the other 
Montreal goals. Barron, who was paired with Matheson,  earned the 
ultimate compliment from St. Louis, who said: “He didn’t get noticed a lot 
and that’s a good thing, but I do remember the goal.” 

Rafaël Harvey-Pinard picked up an assist on Suzuki’s goal and has 
seven points — five goals and two assists —  in eight games since he 
was recalled from Laval. He also played a little defence with a game-high 
five blocked shots. 

Jonathan Drouin is back in the lineup for the first time since Jan. 15 and 
had a quiet 16 minutes. He had one shot on goal and lost all  three of his 
faceoffs. 
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Canadiens shake the retro jersey curse with OT win over Islanders 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Published Feb 11, 2023 

 

Mike Matheson scored with 32 seconds remaining in overtime to give the 
Canadiens a 4-3 win over the New York Islanders on Saturday at the Bell 
Centre. 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

The victory ended the Canadiens’ winless streak while wearing their 
powder-blue reverse retro jerseys. They are 1-6-1 in the jerseys. 

Kirby Dach assured the Canadiens of at least a point when he scored at 
16:44 of the third period to tie the game at 3-3. Dach’s 12th of the season 
came nearly six minutes after Matt Martin deflected a shot from former 
Canadiens defenceman Alexander Romanov to give the Islanders a 3-2 
lead. 

Bo Horvat, who was acquired from the Vancouver Canucks this month, 
showed the value of putting pucks to the net when he scored a power-
play goal to give the Islanders a 2-1 lead with five seconds remaining in 
the second period. Horvat was below the goal line when he shot toward 
the net and was rewarded when the puck caromed off Sam 
Montembeault. 

It was Horvat’s 34th of the season and he has scored in three 
consecutive games for the Islanders. 

Defenceman Justin Barron evened the score early in the third period with 
his first goal of the season. He joined the attack as trailer and beat 
Varlamov with a shot to the far post and in. 
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The Canadiens had the upper hand in the first period, but had to settle 
for a 1-1 tie going into the intermission. 

The Canadiens failed to score on the only power play midway through 
the period, but they put three shots on goal and created the momentum 
that led to Nick Suzuki’s 17th goal of the season. 

Rafaēl Harvey-Pinard continued to make the case for regular 
employment in the NHL with the primary assist on the goal. He took the 
puck out of the right corner, skated toward the net and found Suzuki 
stationed on the far side of the crease. Harvey-Pinard, who started the 
new year with the Laval Rocket, has five goals and two assists in eight 
games with the Canadiens. 

The Islanders were outshot 14-7 in the first period, but managed to tie 
the score at 15:01 when Brock Nelson deflected Noah Dobson’s shot 
from the blue line for his 21st goal. 

During a break in the first period, the Canadiens gave a nod to Romanov, 
who began his  NHL career in Montreal in 2020. The Canadiens traded 
Romanov to the Islanders for a first-round draft pick, which they flipped to 
Chicago in return for forward Kirby Dach. 
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Kirby Dach continues to show why his acquisition has accelerated the 
Canadiens’ rebuild 

 

Arpon Basu 

7-8 minutes 2/11/2023 

 

MONTREAL — With roughly two minutes left to play in the first period of 
the game Saturday between the Canadiens and the New York Islanders, 
the puck was dumped into the corner behind the Islanders’ net. Former 
Canadiens defenceman Alexander Romanov turned to go retrieve it, and 
in hot pursuit behind was the player Romanov was traded away to 
acquire, Kirby Dach. Both players skated toward the puck, Dach leaned 
into Romanov to get a physical advantage, and the Canadiens wound up 
with possession in the offensive zone and ultimately got a decent scoring 
opportunity out of it. 

Romanov was adored in Montreal because of his enthusiasm, his 
megawatt smile, the joy with which he played the game and his ability to 
absolutely lay someone out with an atomic hit with great regularity. At the 
first television timeout, Romanov got a video tribute for his first game 
back in Montreal. Afterwards, Romanov tapped his heart as he 
acknowledged the cheers from the crowd, and he was shown on 
television wiping a tear or two from his eyes. 

Two periods later, with a little over three minutes left in regulation and the 
Canadiens down a goal, Dach used his big frame to set up shop in front 
of the Islanders’ net with Mike Matheson handling the puck up at the blue 
line. Matheson did not have a lane to shoot the puck on goal, but he still 
had a big target to aim at. 

“He’s very long and has a good stick,” Matheson said of his pass that 
Dach tipped home to tie the game and set up the chance for Matheson to 
win it 4-3 in overtime. “He’s so long that you can put it as far outside as I 
did, and he’s going to handle it.” 

These two players — Romanov and Dach — are at the heart of what the 
Canadiens must do in the coming years. 

The Canadiens’ new brain trust saw a surplus at one position, left 
defence, and a deficiency at centre. The Chicago Blackhawks were 

willing to move Dach but needed a relatively high first-round pick in return 
for the player they selected at No. 3 overall only three years earlier, for 
some reason that is still difficult to understand. The Islanders needed a 
left defenceman and had the No. 13 pick in the draft with a general 
manager who clearly is attempting to win right now and has no interest in 
building for the future. 

Essentially, a perfect storm for the Canadiens, but only if they were able 
to recognize that despite his promise and his love from the fan base, 
Romanov was an expendable piece when a piece like Dach is available 
and you have Kaiden Guhle on his way, not to mention Arber Xhekaj, 
whom the Canadiens’ brain trust could not have expected to be playing 
such a significant role on the team already. 

But something else Kent Hughes and Jeff Gorton couldn’t have known 
when they traded for Dach was just how polished he would be from a 
culture standpoint. That word has been used a lot lately by Martin St. 
Louis as his top priority for the rest of this season, that despite the tough 
times ahead, the difficult schedule, the trade deadline, the likelihood of 
losing a fair bit, the Canadiens had to continue building a culture that will 
allow it to one day be successful. 

When the Canadiens faced the Boston Bruins earlier this season, St. 
Louis talked about how the roots of the Bruins’ culture had led to a tree 
that grew so strong, it can withstand the movement of personnel in and 
out around its core. 

Some of that involves learning from veteran players, and St. Louis noted 
Saturday how Xhekaj playing with David Savard allows the rookie to 
benefit from some coaching on the bench between shifts. 

Well, despite the seemingly unfavourable environment Dach came from 
in Chicago, he also had those lessons from a veteran core that had done 
a lot of winning and knew what it took to do that. 

In Dach’s rookie season with the Blackhawks, he lived with defenceman 
and three-time Stanley Cup champion Brent Seabrook and his wife, 
Dayna. And every night, on the way home, Dach learned something 
about this league and what it takes to succeed. 

“I just feel like I tried to rush things, I tried to rush becoming the player I 
wanted to be and not really focusing on the path, just on the end result,” 
Dach said. “I wanted to become this player that in my mind I had a 
picture of and wanted it to happen overnight. There’s a lot of long talks I 
had with Seabrook, coming home late after games, just disappointed and 
frustrated, upset with the way I’ve been playing. It’s the best league in the 
world for a reason, right? So you understand that not every night’s going 
to be your night, but there’s six or seven plays you can take from that and 
be like, hey, you can build on this and become a better overall player and 
understand the game a little bit better and play it the right way.” 

That process is important, and a lot of the young players on the 
Canadiens right now and the ones that will be coming in the next couple 
of years will need to go through it. What makes the Dach acquisition 
impactful is that he’s already gone through it to some extent, and has 
been able to learn from veterans he named Saturday like Jonathan 
Toews, Patrick Kane, Brandon Saad and Andrew Shaw. 

“Those guys’ words are gospel,” Dach said. “I don’t think a lot of teams 
can do what they did, winning three (championships) in six years. You 
look at Tampa, I’ve got buddies on the team and the culture they have 
and the way they respect each other and the way they want to play hard 
for each other, it’s pretty phenomenal. It’s a hard league to win in, you’ve 
got to play 82 games and four rounds of seven games of war, so there’s 
not a lot of room for error. 

“When you listen to some of those guys tell their stories of what it took to 
win and what it takes to win, you’re definitely all ears and trying to take in 
as much information as you can.” 

It is telling that Dach measured success by the “four rounds of seven 
games of war” because that is how success was measured on the team 
he came from, at least for the players he learned from over his first three 
seasons. 
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Dach’s tying goal Saturday was his 12th of the season, and he’s now 
seven short of the 19 he scored in 152 games with the Blackhawks. He is 
thriving on the ice while Xhekaj and, up until he got injured, Guhle are 
thriving as well, which makes the Romanov trade a clear win for the 
Canadiens while taking nothing away from Romanov as a player. 

It is the type of trade that accelerates a rebuild, and the type of trade that 
provides a reason why Hughes refuses to put a timeline on how long it 
will take the Canadiens to be competitive again. A few more deals like 
this could accelerate the process, but it will require the same creativity, 
bold talent evaluation and deep comprehension of team building that 
resulted in this total win of a trade. 
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Quick Hits: Ryan O'Reilly's goal gives Blues a 6-5 overtime win over 
Arizona 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

Ryan O’Reilly (foot), Pavel Buchnevich (ankle) and Robert Thomas 
(ankle) all returned to the Blues’ lineup as the Blues returned to hockey 
after an 11-day break. 

Thanks to O’Reilly, winning returned to the Blues with a dramatic, up-
and-down 6-5 overtime victory over the Arizona Coyotes. 

The Blues had lost five in a row entering Saturday’s game at Enterprise 
Center. And in the span of three periods, they fell behind 2-0, then took a 
5-2 lead and then squandered that to send the contest in extra time tied 
5-5. 

O’Reilly’s game-winner, his 11th of the season, came 1:02 into overtime. 
The Blues improved to 24-25-3 on the season. 

The Blues began the third period with 1:07 left on a power play, and just 
as the power play ended, several members of the first PP unit started to 
leave the ice. But Jordan Kyrou stayed and somehow managed to keep 
the puck in the zone and sent it over to Robert Thomas who sent a quick 
wrister in for his 13th goal of the season and a 3-2 St. Louis lead. 

Rosen then scored the game’s next two goals to stretch the lead to 5-2 
Blues. The first of the two came when trailing on a Tyler Pitlick-Alexey 
Toropchenko rush. Pitlick sent the puck over to Rosen for his sixth goal 
of the season which made it a 4-2 game at the 6:44 mark. 

Less than two minutes later, Rosen struck again, this time from distance. 
So it was 5-2, giving Rosen his second two-goal game as a member of 
the Blues. He did so previously last April 17 in Nashville. 

So who needs Jakob Chychrun? Rosen’s seventh goal matched the 
season total of the coveted Arizona defenseman — who was held out of 
the Coyotes lineup for “trade related reasons” according to Arizona. 

But the Blues couldn’t relax because the Coyotes responded with goals 
by Clayton Keller and Nick Bjugstad (on the power play) to make it a 5-4 
game with 6:46 to play. 

And then with just 56.9 seconds to play and Arizona using an extra 
attacker with its goalie pulled, Lawson Crouse sent a one-timer in to tie 
the game at 5-5. 

Hometown touch 

St. Louis native Keller loves playing against his hometown team. The 
Arizona Coyotes’ all-star entered Saturday’s game with seven goals and 

18 points against the Blues — both tied for his career high against any 
team. 

Keller broke the ties in the opening minutes of Saturday’s game. Just 51 
seconds into the contest, Keller scored his 20th goal of the season — 
and eighth career-wise against St. Louis — on a rebound of a Nick 
Schmaltz shot. 

Blues defenseman Nick Leddy had inside position on Keller but couldn’t 
prevent Keller’s backhand goal from about seven feet. 

It marked the fourth time this season an opposing team had scored in the 
opening minute of a game against St. Louis. 

Midway through the period, Arizona took a 2-0 lead with Keller and 
Schmaltz reversing roles. With Buchnevich in the penalty box for tripping, 
Keller sent a seam pass to Schmaltz who scored on a shot that deflected 
in off Colton Parayko. 

That made it four goals for Schmaltz in 3 ½ periods against the Blues — 
he had his first career hat trick Jan. 26 at Mullett Arena in a 5-0 Coyotes 
win. The Blues had been 25 of 27 on the penalty kill in their previous 11 
games prior to Saturday’s goal. 

With Jordan Binnington leaving a lot of rebounds, the Blues were outshot 
7-1 and down 2-0 when they had their best chance of the period when 
Buchnevich broke in alone on Coyotes goalie Karel Vejmelka, who made 
the save. 

Welcome back, Sammy 

In terms of goal-scoring, Sammy Blais went 0-for-New York, failing to 
score a goal in 54 contests played this year and last for the New York 
Rangers. 

But he got the Enterprise crowd jumping with a second-period goal 
Saturday in his first game back with the Blues since Thursday’s Vladimir 
Tarasenko trade. With the Blues down 2-1, Blais had just left the box 
after a slashing penalty. 

Leddy hit Blais with a stretch pass just outside the blue line for a 
breakaway against Vejmelka. Blais shaked and baked to get Vejmelka off 
his feet, and then flipped in a high backhander to tie the game at 2-2 with 
2:41 left in the period. 

Blais was ecstatic, as were his teammates and the fans at Enterprise. It 
was his first goal since May 1, 2021 in a 4-3 Blues overtime loss at 
Minnesota. 

Playing on the third line, Blais was in the starting lineup, and when his 
name was announced he got the largest ovation among the starters — 
other than Binnington, who always gets the loudest cheers. 

Not long before the second period ended, Binnington made a key save 
on a Lawson Crouse breakaway, preventing the Coyotes from taking a 3-
2 lead with a shorthanded goal. 

Saad story 

Brandon Saad finally got the Blues on the board against Arizona and 
Vejmelka midway through the second period with his 15th goal of the 
season. Saad put his deceptive speed to work, splitting a couple of 
Arizona defenders and skating in on Vejmelka. 

The Arizona goalie stopped the first shot. But then Saad, from behind the 
goal line, sent a shot that bounced off the back of Vejmelka and in to 
make a 2-1 game with 9:40 left in the second. 
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Blues forward Pavel Buchnevich working through lingering discomfort 
from ankle infection 

 

Matthew DeFranks  

 

For the last three months, Blues forward Pavel Buchnevich hasn’t been 
himself. 

Hampered by an ankle infection that dates back to mid-November, 
Buchnevich has had to fight his way through pain, all while maintaining 
his status as one of the team’s most productive players. 

“Basically three months I play with it, so basically nothing can change 
from here,” Buchnevich said. “But last three months, I’ve never been 
healthy.” 

Buchnevich missed the final four games before the All-Star break with 
the infection and was activated from injured reserve before Saturday’s 
game against Arizona. 

Buchnevich said that he was initially injured on Nov. 21 against Anaheim 
when he was hit by a puck that required stitches. Then the wound got 
infected on Dec. 5 when the Blues played the Rangers, and Buchnevich 
missed the next four games as the leg was “super swollen,” he said. It 
flared up again when the Blues played the Blackhawks on Jan. 21. 

Buchnevich was able to use the All-Star break and bye week to help his 
ankle heal a little bit. 

During practice this week, Buchnevich has tried three different pairs of 
skates to help alleviate the pain, including some where the boot has been 
cut lower so that his ankle is bothered less. 

“Try to figure out what’s the best way to get less pain,” Buchnevich said. 
“It’s healing but still when I go to skate, I have discomfort.” 

Buchnevich was one of three Blues who returned to the lineup Saturday 
night, as Ryan O’Reilly (broken foot) and Robert Thomas (lower body) 
also played against the Coyotes. 

It is the first time since Dec. 19 that the Blues had O’Reilly, Buchnevich, 
Thomas, Torey Krug and Jordan Kyrou available in the same game. 

“A very good feeling,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “Having the 
captain back in practice the last couple days, the intensity level goes up 
and the excitement. And Buchy, too, obviously. Having those guys back 
really drives up things.” 

O’Reilly missed the last 14 games after blocking a shot during a loss to 
Minnesota on Dec. 31. He began skating this week and joined Blues 
practice Thursday. 

The St. Louis captain has 10 goals and six assists this season. 

“You want to help out, you want to be a part of it, and it’s tough,” O’Reilly 
said. “Especially watching games on the road, you don’t know what’s 
going on in the room or on the bench or stuff like that. You feel pretty 
removed. To be back around the guys and feel part of it again, feel like 
you can contribute again.” 

O’Reilly’s return to action will be monitored around the league by 
contending teams as he remains a top trade target given his expiring 
contract and the Blues’ position in the Western Conference standings. 

“For myself, I didn’t really like my game and the way I was playing,” 
O’Reilly said. “Being able to watch and being removed from that, you 
kind of see how important it is just to be able to compete. This injury has 
helped me realize that hey, it’s a privilege to play and compete, and need 
to start enjoying that part first and build my game from there.” 

Thomas missed two games before the break after he was hit in the groin 
by a Torey Krug shot on Jan. 26 in Arizona. 

The only remaining injured Blues are Marco Scandella (right hip surgery) 
and Scott Perunovich (shoulder). Both have been practicing regularly 
with the Blues. 

“For a while, it was crazy,” O’Reilly said. “There wasn’t a table in the 
training room not filled. It’s nice, we’re getting healthy and getting back. 
We’ve still got a chance.” 

Change of sceneryThe Blues held a morning skate at Centene 
Community Ice Center in Maryland Heights instead of Enterprise Center, 
which has been the norm. Berube said he was “just changing it up.” 

“I did it before a couple years ago,” Berube said. “Our home record is not 
very good, just switching it up. I enjoy practicing down here more. I like 
the energy here better than Enterprise.” 

Sammy Blais gets a shotForward Sammy Blais, acquired from the 
Rangers in the Vladimir Tarasenko trade Thursday, will play on the 
second power-play unit on the left flank. He’s joined by Brandon Saad, 
Ryan O’Reilly, Ivan Barbashev and Justin Faulk on the second unit. 

“Get him going, give him a role a little bit,” Berube said. “He’s got a good 
shot, he’s got good puck skills. I like him going downhill there, and 
hopefully he can rip some pucks. Hope we get a couple. Get him going 
right away, get him in a good spot.” 
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Blues Game Day: Ryan O'Reilly, Pavel Buchnevich among healthy Blues 
returning vs. Arizona 

 

Matthew DeFranks  

 

For the first time in 12 days, the Blues will play a game when they host 
the Coyotes on Saturday night at Enterprise Center. 

And they’ll do so as a (mostly) healthy unit for the first time since Dec. 
19. 

Forwards Ryan O’Reilly (broken foot), Pavel Buchnevich (ankle infection) 
and Robert Thomas (lower-body) will all return to the lineup against the 
Coyotes on Saturday night. It is the first time in almost two months that 
the Blues have had O’Reilly, Buchnevich, Thomas, Torey Krug and 
Jordan Kyrou available in the same game. 

The Blues formally activated O’Reilly and Buchnevich from injured 
reserve on Saturday afternoon. 

“A very good feeling,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “Having the 
captain back, in practice the last couple days, the intensity level goes up 
and the excitement. And Buchy, too, obviously. Having those guys back 
really drives up things.” 

O’Reilly missed the last 14 games after blocking a shot during a loss to 
Minnesota on Dec. 31. He began skating this week, and joined Blues 
practice on Thursday. 

The St. Louis captain has 10 goals and six assists this season. 

“You want to help out, you want to be a part of it and it’s tough,” O’Reilly 
said. “Especially watching games on the road, you don’t know what’s 
going on in the room or on the bench or stuff like that. You feel pretty 
removed. To be back around the guys and feel part of it again, feel like 
you can contribute again.” 
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O’Reilly’s return to action will be monitored around the league by 
contending teams as he remains a top trade target given his expiring 
contract and the Blues’ position in the Western Conference standings. 

“For myself, I didn’t really like my game and the way I was playing,” 
O’Reilly said. “Being able to watch and being removed from that, you 
kind of see how important it is just to be able to compete. This injury has 
helped me realize that hey, it’s a privilege to play and compete, and need 
to start enjoying that part first and build my game from there.” 

Buchnevich missed the final four games before the All-Star break with an 
ankle infection, whose origin dates back to November. 

Buchnevich said that he was initially injured on Nov. 21 against Anaheim 
when he was hit by a puck that required stitches. Then the wound got 
infected on Dec. 5 when the Blues played the Rangers, and Buchnevich 
missed the next four games as he leg was “super swollen,” he said. It 
flared up again when the Blues played the Blackhawks on Jan. 21. 

Buchnevich was able to use the All-Star break and bye week to help his 
ankle heal a little bit. 

“Basically three months I play with it, so basically nothing can change 
from here,” Buchnevich said. “But last three months I’ve never been 
healthy.” 

During practice this week, Buchnevich has tried three different pairs of 
skates to help alleviate the pain, including some where the boot has been 
cut lower so that his ankle is bothered less. 

“Try to figure out what’s the best way to get less pain,” Buchnevich said. 
“It’s healing but still I when I go to skate, I have discomfort.” 

Thomas missed two games before the break after he was hit in the groin 
by a Torey Krug shot on Jan. 26 in Arizona. 

The only remaining injured Blues are Marco Scandella (right hip surgery) 
and Scott Perunovich (shoulder). Both have been practicing regularly 
with the Blues. 

“For a while, it was crazy,” O’Reilly said. “There wasn’t a table in the 
training room not filled. It’s nice, we’re getting healthy and getting back. 
We’ve still got a chance.” 

Change of scenery 

The Blues held morning skate at Centene Community Ice Center in 
Maryland Heights instead of Enterprise Center, which has been the 
norm. Berube said he was “just changing it up.” 

“I did it before a couple years ago,” Berube said. “Our home record is not 
very good, just switching it up. I enjoy practicing down here more. I like 
the energy here better than Enterprise.” 

The Blues were greeted by an audience of cheering children, about two 
dozen who cheered when every player stepped on the ice and rejoiced 
whenever a puck went into the net. 

“We had a full gallery of kids out there just going nuts when we touched 
the ice, which is nice. Get some excitement and energy for sure. But it is 
weird. You’re not in your normal game gear down there. Sometimes a 
change of scenery is good.” 

The Blues are 10-12-2 at home this season, and 13-13-1 on the road. 

Sammy Blais gets a shot 

Forward Sammy Blais, acquired from the Rangers in the Vladimir 
Tarasenko trade on Thursday, will play on the second power play unit on 
the left flank. He’s joined by Brandon Saad, Ryan O’Reilly, Ivan 
Barbashev and Justin Faulk on the second unit. 

“Get him going, give him a role a little bit,” Berube said. “He’s got a good 
shot, he’s got good puck skills. I like him going downhill there, and 
hopefully he can rip some pucks. Hope we get a couple. Get him going 
right away, get him in a good spot.” 

Blais averaged 15 seconds per game on the power play with the Rangers 
this season and has one career power-play point: a goal for the Blues in 
2017-18. Blais has not scored a goal (regardless of strength) in his last 
56 regular-season games. 

He will play on a line with Noel Acciari and Barbashev on Saturday night. 

Taking on the Coyotes 

Saturday will be the Blues’ second game against the Coyotes in the four 
games, following a 5-0 loss in Arizona on Jan. 26. 

“I’ve got a bad taste, I’m sure the team does too,” Berube said. “It wasn’t 
a good day in a lot of ways, but that game doesn’t sit well with me at all.” 

It was the first time the Blues were shut out since a 4-0 loss in Winnipeg 
on Oct. 24. The Coyotes will be playing their third game since the All-Star 
break and lost in overtime in Chicago on Friday night. 
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Blues notebook: Still needing a dress shirt, Sammy Blais returns to St. 
Louis 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

It’s common for players to be surprised when they get traded. But it went 
well beyond that for Sammy Blais in July 2021 when he was shipped to 
the New York Rangers by the Blues as part of the Pavel Buchnevich 
trade. 

“I took it pretty hard,” Blais said. “It was really hard for me. Won the Cup 
here and I have a lot of good friends here, so it was really tough leaving. 
I’m just so happy to be back here now.” 

After more than 1½ seasons with the Rangers, Blais is back with the 
Blues as part of Thursday’s Vladimir Tarasenko trade. 

When he came out on the ice for Friday’s practice at Centene 
Community Ice Center, he was greeted by stick taps — the universal sign 
of hockey respect — by his teammates. When the team gathered around 
the center ice circle to stretch at the end of practice, Blais was in the 
middle — kind of an honorary designation in the hockey world. 

After a bit, captain Ryan O’Reilly skated in and gave Blais a little tap to 
the leg with his stick. 

A day after Farewell Vladi, it was Welcome Back Sammy. 

“Obviously, we’re excited to have a guy like that back,” teammate 
Brayden Schenn said. “He’s a big body, big hits, heavy skill, lots of skill. 
Just a guy that walks in your room and always a smile on his face and 
lights up the room.” 

Blais, 26, will be in the lineup Saturday night when the Blues return to 
game action after an 11-day break to play the Arizona Coyotes at 
Enterprise Center. 

He will be playing on a bruising third line that includes Ivan Barbashev 
and Noel Acciari. Between the three of them, they have combined for 382 
hits this season. Yep, that’s a lot. 

“They’re gonna play hard,” coach Craig Berube said of that trio. “They’re 
gonna take the body, that’s their game, and the forecheck. So it should 
be a good identity line for us.” 

Blais was at a mall Thursday in New York, shopping for a dress shirt, 
when he got this text from Blues center Robert Thomas: “Is it true?” 
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“And I was like: ‘What’s that?’” Blais replied. 

Blais went on Twitter and saw numerous reports that he was headed 
back to St. Louis. Thirty minutes later, Rangers general manager Chris 
Drury called to inform him of the trade. 

As a result, he never completed the shopping trip — he still needed a 
dress shirt. 

“I might go today,” Blais said with a chuckle from his locker stall at 
Centene. 

Blais wore jersey No. 9 during his previous stint in St. Louis, but that 
number now belongs to Tyler Pitlick. He wore No. 91 with the Rangers, 
but out of respect for Tarasenko doesn’t want to wear that number here. 

He wanted to wear something with the number nine in it, so he told 
former teammate Vince Dunn (now with Seattle) after the trade that he 
might take No. 29 — Dunn’s jersey number as a Blue. 

“He told me that would not look good on me, so I decided to go with 79 
instead,” Blais said, smiling. 

Dunn and Blais lived together in the Central West End while with the 
Blues and remain best friends. 

About half of the current Blues roster consists of former St. Louis 
teammates; the rest are new names and faces — including the player he 
got trade for from the Rangers, Buchnevich. 

“Lot of new faces but most of them have been really nice,” Blais said. 
“And a lot of guys that were here when I was here. So it’s been pretty 
easy right now. Hopefully, I’ll just get in here and play good.” 

Blais was limited to 14 games last season with the Rangers because of a 
knee injury and surgery. He had played in 40 games this season — but 
had no goals and a modest nine assists in those 54 combined games. He 
was averaging a career-low 9:38 of ice time this season with the 
Rangers. 

“Last year was really, really hard mentally and physically for me,” Blais 
said. “Even this year, it didn’t go the way I wanted it to go in New York. 
Obviously I wanted to have a bit more of an impact there, but it’s in the 
past now and it’s a new start for me here.” 

Blue notes 

O’Reilly (foot) and Buchnevich (ankle) practiced again Friday, and 
Berube said he’s expecting both players to play against Arizona. O’Reilly 
centered a line flanked by Brandon Saad and Buchnevich on Friday. 

• After missing two games before the All-Star/bye week break, Robert 
Thomas is back and is centering a line flanked by Schenn and Jordan 
Kyrou. 

• Defenseman Tyler Tucker, recalled from Springfield of the AHL on 
Thursday, practiced with the team Friday and is slated to play on the third 
pairing with Calle Rosen against Arizona. That would make Robert 
Bortuzzo a healthy scratch. 
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Blues’ Sammy Blais returns to St. Louis as if he never left: ‘Got some 
chills’ 

 

Jeremy Rutherford 

6-8 minutes 12/02/2023 

 

ST. LOUIS — In his first game back with the Blues, Sammy Blais was in 
the starting lineup Saturday, which meant his name was announced to 
the crowd of 18,096 at Enterprise Center. 

There were loud cheers for the 26-year-old, who was selected by the 
Blues in the sixth round of the 2014 NHL Draft and won a Stanley Cup 
with the organization before being traded to the New York Rangers in 
2021. 

“I’ve always loved playing here, and in my heart, I never should have left, 
but it’s always a business,” Blais said. “When we had our Cup run, they 
were always behind us. Just to be back here tonight and get that loud 
scream from the fans was unreal.” 

It was possible because of the blockbuster deal last week that sent 
Vladimir Tarasenko to New York and, in addition to a package of picks 
and a prospect, brought Blais back to town. As much of a long shot as 
that might have seemed, it wasn’t lost on him that Blues general 
manager Doug Armstrong mentioned the possibility two years ago. 

“When I got traded (to the Rangers), Army called me and said: ‘You 
never know what can happen later on. Might be here again one day,’” 
Blais said. “(Thursday) it happened.” 

Just like Tarasenko, who scored in his first game back in New York, Blais 
netted one in Saturday’s 6-5 overtime victory over Arizona, ending the 
Blues’ five-game losing streak in their first game back from an 11-day 
break. 

It was Blais’ first in the NHL since May 19, 2021, against Colorado in the 
playoffs. That’s right: In 54 games with the Rangers over two seasons 
that were interrupted by a torn ACL, he didn’t have a goal. 

“My first goal of the season, coming back to St. Louis and scoring in my 
first game, I couldn’t have asked for anything better than that,” Blais said. 
“When I scored, when I was on my way to the bench to celebrate, I got 
some chills.” 

Vladimir Tarasenko wastes no time to prove he fits right in with Rangers: 
‘A lot of emotions’ 

Blais’ time in New York hardly went as planned. He started well but then 
suffered a torn knee ligament in November 2021 and couldn’t walk for 
three months. He came to training camp with the Rangers this season 
and appeared to lack confidence in his skating and self. 

“It didn’t really go as I wanted in New York,” he said. “They took care of 
me last year with my injury, and this year just didn’t work out the way I 
wanted or the way they wanted.” 

Blais had even less of an idea that he’d be rejoining the Blues. He was 
shirt shopping in the Big Apple when he got a text message from Blues 
center Robert Thomas, asking if the reports were true. A call from 
Rangers GM Chris Drury confirmed the news, and after rushing out of the 
clothing store, he was on a plane to St. Louis. 

The 6-foot-2, 206-pound forward was back in a dressing room with a half-
dozen players he won the Stanley Cup with just four short years ago. 

“We actually had no idea what the deal was,” Blues forward Brayden 
Schenn said. “Someone caught wind in there that it was Blaiser. 
Obviously, we’re excited to have a guy like that back. 

“He’s a big body, big hits, heavy skill — lots of skill. Just a guy that walks 
in your room and always (has) a smile on his face and lights up the room. 
He’s a guy we’re definitely welcoming back with open arms.” 

Blais wore No. 9 with the Blues previously but had No. 91 in New York. 
He wasn’t about to take that number in St. Louis because it had been 
worn for the past 11 years by Tarasenko. 

“No, that’s his number. And everything he’s done for this team, it was a 
no for me,” he said. “I have so much respect for him.” 

Blais went with No. 79. 
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“No. 79 looks good on me,” he said. “I like having a ‘9’ in my number. I 
liked No. 79 more than No. 39. (Former teammate and friend Vince 
Dunn) had No. 29, but I didn’t want to take his number either, so I went 
with No. 79.” 

So the number was different, but the faces and systems were familiar. 

“It makes that transition a lot easier and comfortable for him,” Ryan 
O’Reilly said. “He knows guys, and he knows the coaching staff. For us, 
we know what his game is and we know his personality. It makes it much 
more cohesive.” 

Something Blues assistant coach Steve Ott said to Blais before the game 
helped. 

“It was a pretty easy transition, but Otter just told me to play my game 
and just have fun out there,” he said. “That’s what I did, and it worked out 
for me.” 

Blais was on the Blues’ third line Saturday with Ivan Barbashev and Noel 
Acciari, and in the second period he took a slashing penalty that was a 
questionable call. But apparently everything happens for a reason, 
because when he came out of the penalty box, defenseman Nick Leddy 
put him on a breakaway with a nifty pass. 

“Breakaway, I always had a little success,” Blais said. “I saw the goalie 
was right-handed, so I just tried to make a move, and he went down. I 
just shot it and it went in, so I’m just happy to get that goal.” 

That goal tied the score 2-2, and though the Blues would later blow a 5-2 
lead with 10 minutes left in regulation, it was still remembered as a 
pivotal point earlier in the game. 

“Absolutely,” O’Reilly said. “Obviously, he’s been here before, but still, it’s 
a different team, and to make an impact like that, that’s huge for us. He 
did a lot of good things tonight.” 

In addition to the goal, Blais had three shots on net and three hits in 
11:34 of ice time, which included 2:40 on the power play. 

“Blaiser played a good game,” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “He had 
some good looks on the power play tonight, too. I thought he did a good 
job on the power play. Overall, I was pleased with him. 

“He feels comfortable here with the guys — he was here for a while — 
very comfortable and happy to be here. That’s a big thing. He was happy 
to get back here, and it was good to see him get a goal tonight.” 

It was like Blais never left. 

“I know. I couldn’t ask for a better scenario — breakaway goal and we 
get the win — so it’s a perfect day,” said Blais, who will be an 
unrestricted free agent after the season and hinted he’d be interested in 
staying in St. Louis, if possible. “Yeah, I’ve always loved my time here, 
and if things can work out, I wouldn’t say no to it.” 

By the way, Blais finally made it to the store and bought a shirt. 

“Yeah, I did,” he said. “White one.” 
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NHL season predictions 4.0: Where Patrick Kane goes now, playoff 
races, and the Karlsson Hive emerges 

 

Scott Powers, James Mirtle, Dom Luszczyszyn, Scott Wheeler, Aaron 
Portzline, Max Bultman, Corey Masisak, Arpon Basu, Corey Pronman, 
Michael Russo, Jonas Siegel, Charlie O'Connor, Jeremy Rutherford, Eric 
Duhatschek, Allan Mitchell, Kevin Kurz, Murat Ates, Shayna Goldman, 

Fluto Shinzawa, Saad Yousuf, Eric Stephens, Matthew Fairburn, Tarik 
El-Bashir, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, Hailey Salvian, Sean McIndoe, Mark 
Lazerus, Jesse Granger, Rob Rossi, Harman Dayal, Sean Gentille, Peter 
Baugh, Joe Rexrode, Ian Mendes, Julian McKenzie, Jeremy Guerin, 
Cory Lavalette  

 

A whole new field in the Patrick Kane sweepstakes. A barnburner playoff 
race in the Eastern Conference. A dead heat for Stanley Cup favorite. 

The NHL’s All-Star break has passed, and the trade deadline and stretch 
run are looking like they could be eventful. 

What are our expectations the rest of the way? We asked The Athletic’s 
NHL staff to update their predictions for the 2022-23 season. Here’s what 
we heard, with expert analysis and critique from senior national writer 
Sean Gentille, national writer Hailey Salvian, analytics guru Shayna 
Goldman and NHL betting expert Jesse Granger. 

Who will win the Stanley Cup? 

Granger: Not much has changed here, other than a continued waning in 
confidence in the defending Cup champs. The Hurricanes haven’t given 
me a reason to stray from my preseason pick. They’ve only gotten 
stronger as the season has progressed. 

Gentille: So the Bruins and Hurricanes siphoned support from the Leafs, 
Penguins and Avs, basically? That sounds right. Also, I’m bound by duty 
to say that the original 7.7 next to Calgary was partially because of me. 

Salvian: The Leafs getting zero percent of the vote, despite having the 
fourth-best record in the league, is kind of funny. Is it that the Bruins and 
Hurricanes are just that good and — as Sean said — siphoned the 
support away from Toronto? Maybe part of it is that our dear colleagues 
are expecting a collision course with Tampa Bay in the first round that 
ends poorly for Toronto again. Either way, I voted for Boston. The Bruins 
are giving me extreme 2016-17 Golden State Warriors vibes: wire-to-wire 
dominance. 

Who will be the runners-up? 

Goldman: I’m just going to dig my heels in with the Bruins here as the 
runner-up, only because that’s what I originally predicted. But the results 
show that most feel a Western Conference team is going to be the loser, 
whether it’s Colorado, Edmonton or Dallas. Maybe that changes post-
deadline when/if we see one of those clubs make a major addition, but 
right now the East is the conference to beat, it seems. 

Granger: I agree with Shayna that the East certainly looks to be the 
stronger of the two conferences, but I also think the Avalanche are in 
cruise control right now. With a bit of health, a deadline acquisition and a 
boost in motivation as the postseason arrives, I suspect Colorado will 
look a lot scarier in April than it does now. 

Gentille: I refuse to pick the Oilers to win anything but a round or two. 
They could go undefeated from now through April and I still won’t be 
convinced that they can do it until they do it. 

Who will finish in last place? 

Granger: This is starting to feel like a two-team race, and the 
Blackhawks’ impending deadline fire sale has the majority convinced 
they’re going to “win” it. It’s easy to see why: They have the worst even-
strength shot share in the NHL (42.1 percent), have been outscored 133-
87 at five-on-five and are seemingly about to trade away two of their top 
three scorers. 

Gentille: I picked the Blackhawks here, too, even though coach Luke 
Richardson somehow has them playing hard night in and night out. 
Columbus’ goalies are a little too competent to lead the tanks. 

Salvian: I picked Columbus. Even though Chicago was “designed” to lose 
games, the Blue Jackets — the winners of the Johnny Gaudreau 
sweepstakes — are losing more and have the worst record in the league. 
I’m somewhat surprised by just how bad Columbus has been. They’ve 
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been plagued with injuries all year and I don’t see how they improve, 
especially if pending UFAs — like Vladislav Gavrikov or Joonas Korpisalo 
— get shipped out at the deadline. 

Which preseason dark horse can contend for the Cup? 

Must have been a team with +5,000 odds of winning the Cup or worse 
during the preseason (preseason odds via Bet MGM) 

Granger: A year after shocking the hockey world with a 41-goal season, 
Jason Robertson is on pace to score 50. He and the Stars just keep 
rolling, and Jake Oettinger has been stellar out of the All-Star break. He’s 
up to fifth in the league in goals saved above expected (18.5), right on 
the heels of the top Vezina candidates. 

Gentille: The Stars were my preseason pick here, so I’ll keep rolling. 
They’re an interesting depth forward away from being alone on top of the 
West. 

Goldman: Dallas was my pick, too, but it does feel like Winnipeg is being 
underappreciated a bit. Maybe it’s that we don’t expect a big move from 
the Jets at the deadline to solidify their roster, but it would be nice to be 
surprised once in a while. 

Salvian: I picked the Devils this time around. There’s an arms race 
brewing in the East — Bo Horvat to the Islanders and Vladimir Tarasenko 
to the Rangers — and I’m intrigued to see how the Devils try to keep up. 

Which preseason darling will be the biggest disappointment? 

Must have been a team with +4,000 odds of winning the Cup or better 
during the preseason (preseason odds via Bet MGM) 

Percent of vote 10/10 11/11 12/27 2/11 

St. Louis Blues (+3,000) 

5.1% 

38.9% 

27.0% 

44.7% 

Florida Panthers (+900) 

20.5% 

5.6% 

43.2% 

34.2% 

Calgary Flames (+1,800) 

5.1% 

5.6% 

8.1% 

10.5% 

New York Islanders (+3,300) 

2.6% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

5.3% 

Pittsburgh Penguins (+1,800) 

2.6% 

13.9% 

0.0% 

2.6% 

Minnesota Wild (+1,800) 

5.1% 

8.3% 

0.0% 

2.6% 

Edmonton Oilers (+1,400) 

7.7% 

0.0% 

8.1% 

0.0% 

Nashville Predators (+4,000) 

2.6% 

8.3% 

5.4% 

0.0% 

New York Rangers (+1,800) 

5.1% 

0.0% 

5.4% 

0.0% 

Washington Capitals (+4,000) 

10.3% 

2.8% 

2.7% 

0.0% 

Toronto Maple Leafs (+800) 

10.3% 

13.9% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Colorado Avalanche (+425) 

0.0% 

2.8% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Vegas Golden Knights (+1,800) 

17.9% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Los Angeles Kings (+3,500) 

2.6% 
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0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Tampa Bay Lightning (+1,200) 

2.6% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Granger: The advanced analytics say the Panthers are better than their 
record and should turn things around, but perhaps in this case they are 
wrong. Florida has won three in a row and pulled within striking distance 
of the wild-card spots. But with the Panthers having four more games 
played than the teams they’re chasing, their playoff chances still look 
pretty bleak. 

Gentille: Again, I’m duty-bound to mention my Flames pick here, but the 
preseason odds on Florida make it the choice in this category. 

Goldman: The other tricky part for the Panthers is how few assets they 
have left to make the changes they seriously need. So good luck with 
that. 

Salvian: I mean, the answer is Calgary. The Flames committed to a 
window of contention with their new core, and in Year 1, they aren’t even 
a lock to make the playoffs. The Panthers, at least, are showing signs of 
life. They beat the Bruins ahead of All-Star Weekend and then stomped 
on the Lightning coming out of the break. Matthew Tkachuk is thriving. 
Calgary, meanwhile, just lost 2-1 to Detroit. 

First Next coach fired 

Percent of vote 10/10 11/11 12/27 2/11 

Dallas Eakins, Anaheim Ducks 

12.8% 

8.3% 

5.4% 

39.5% 

D.J. Smith, Ottawa Senators 

17.9% 

19.4% 

16.2% 

23.7% 

Craig Berube, St. Louis Blues 

2.6% 

19.4% 

10.8% 

10.5% 

Brad Larsen, Columbus Blue Jackets 

0.0% 

25.0% 

5.4% 

7.9% 

Lane Lambert, New York Islanders 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

7.9% 

Darryl Sutter, Calgary Flames 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

5.3% 

John Hynes, Nashville Predators 

0.0% 

2.8% 

8.1% 

2.6% 

Dean Evason, Minnesota Wild 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

2.6% 

Peter Laviolette, Washington Capitals 

5.1% 

2.8% 

2.7% 

0.0% 

Todd McLellan, Los Angeles Kings 

2.6% 

0.0% 

2.7% 

0.0% 

John Tortorella, Philadelphia Flyers 

0.0% 

0.0% 

2.7% 

0.0% 

Dave Hakstol, Seattle Kraken 

25.6% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Lindy Ruff, New Jersey Devils 

17.9% 

0.0% 

0.0% 
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0.0% 

Sheldon Keefe, Toronto Maple Leafs 

10.3% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Gerard Gallant, New York Rangers 

2.6% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Jay Woodcroft, Edmonton Oilers 

2.6% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Bruce Boudreau, Vancouver Canucks 

0.0% 

22.2% 

45.9% 

0.0% 

Goldman: Everyone expected the rebuilding Ducks to be bad, but maybe 
not this bad. And that’s what lands Dallas Eakins at the top of our voting. 
Would anyone be surprised if management, which inherited this coach 
from the prior regime, looked elsewhere for a coach to start turning things 
around next year? D.J. Smith’s right behind him, and that likely has to do 
with the team’s lackluster play in its own zone. There are three more 
names on our watchlist in Lambert, Sutter and Evason, and their teams’ 
sliding playoff chances have something to do with it. 

Gentille: I think it’s likelier than not that we go the rest of the season 
without seeing a coach lose his job. Money is tight and losses are good. 

West playoff field 

We asked each voter to pick the eight West playoff teams. Here is the 
percentage of the vote received by each team. (Note: * playoff team in 
2021-22) 

Granger: The Pacific playoff race should be highly entertaining down the 
stretch. It honestly doesn’t feel like there’s a single team in the division 
that’s a 100 percent lock to make it, and there’s not much separation 
between the top five teams. The betting odds for this race are 
fascinating, with the Oilers (+200 to win the division), Kraken (+220) and 
Golden Knights (+280) all bunched at the top, and Calgary (+750) and 
Los Angeles (+800) still not out of it. In terms of competitiveness, no 
other division is close. 

Gentille: Picking the current top eight teams felt like pure coward stuff 
from me, but I can’t sign off on the Preds getting back in the mix. Sorry. 

Goldman: Juuse Saros is doing the most and it’s still not enough, so what 
more can the Preds actually do? The only toss-up in the West from the 
current playoff picture is whether the Flames can knock someone out of a 
wild-card spot. 

Salvian: The way I see it now, the final wild-card spot will either go to 
Minnesota or Calgary. 

East playoff field 

We asked each voter to pick the eight East playoff teams. Here is the 
percentage of the vote received by each team. (Note: * playoff team in 
2021-22) 

Goldman: Hopefully, the Eastern Conference race stays exciting down 
the stretch. At this rate, that’s totally a possibility. Confidence in the 
Islanders keeps sliding, despite their splash Bo Horvat acquisition. Same 
for the Panthers. There seems to be more faith in the Capitals, and look 
at the huge increase for everyone’s favorite team, the Sabres. 

Gentille: I’m a little surprised to see the Islanders in the top eight, even 
though I voted for them. If Ilya Sorokin keeps doing his thing and Horvat 
stays hot, they’re going to have a chance to pick off either the Caps or 
Penguins. 

Granger: Just for the sake of fun, I’d like to see the Sabres continue a run 
at the postseason. 

Hart Trophy 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his team. Voted on 
by the Professional Hockey Writers Association (PHWA). 

Gentille: There’s no point in tallying the vote on this one. Unfortunate but 
true. Props to whoever voted for David Pastrnak, though. When in doubt, 
speak it into reality. 

Granger: McDavid is shockingly low, getting only 97.4 percent of the 
vote. I expected it to be higher. 

Salvian: For a moment, I thought Tage Thompson could get into this 
conversation if he had continued to produce and the Sabres made the 
playoffs. Now he’s hurt. I blame myself. 

Rocket Richard Trophy 

Given to the leading goal scorer at the end of the regular season. 

Gentille: Here, I managed to throw my support behind Pastrnak. He’s 
three goals behind McDavid’s 41. All it takes is one hot weekend. 

Granger: I agree with Sean’s thinking here. It’s likely Pastrnak has the 
hot weekend he needs. However, I think it’s equally likely McDavid is 
also hot that weekend, and probably the weekend after. 

Goldman: I went with Pastrnak based on vibes alone. The two are so 
close in goal scoring right now, and one player looks to have a lot more 
fun doing it than the other. Maybe that counts for something? 

Norris Trophy 

Given to the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the season the 
greatest all-around ability in the position. Voted on by the PHWA. 

Goldman: It looks like we’re all narrowing in on the right group for the 
Norris conversation, and points and offensive dominance seem to have 
the edge versus all-around play. The Erik Karlsson resurgence is real, 
and the fact he’s maintained this level this deep into the season is 
boosting his stock. This is one that could start to shift post-deadline, 
depending on where Karlsson lands or if he sticks around in San Jose 
and how the further-depleted team around him impacts his game. 

Gentille: My guess is that, at some point, playing for the Sharks is going 
to bite Karlsson juuuust enough to siphon enough points (and votes) to 
get Adam Fox his second Norris. Either player would deserve it; Karlsson 
is a marvel, and Fox is the most complete defenseman in the league this 
season. 

Granger: For me, Karlsson’s 108-point pace trumps all else. Fox has 
been brilliant and has been better defensively, for sure, but if Karlsson 
finishes 30 points ahead of him … 

Salvian: The Karlsson Hive continues to grow. I’ve been on this for 
months now. He’s on pace to be the first 100-point defenseman in 
decades. He leads the league in five-on-five scoring. And the 28th-place 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 12, 2023 

 

Sharks actually outscore their opponents when Karlsson is on the ice. 
Join the hive! 

Vezina Trophy 

Given to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at this position. Voted 
on by the general managers of all 32 NHL clubs. 

Goldman: Super interesting to see votes really flip between Linus Ullmark 
and Connor Hellebuyck, and maybe the Jets’ slide before their bye week 
has something to do with it. These two are tricky to compare, considering 
how different their workloads are. This is going to be a race to watch 
because Boston could easily start rotating its goalies more evenly to 
keep everyone fresh, and that would likely impact Ullmark’s place in this 
race. The big loser remains Sorokin, who should be the front-runner, but 
the Islanders being outside of the playoff race (right, wrong or sideways) 
hurts his case. 

Gentille: If the Isles go on a run, Sorokin will almost certainly deserve the 
win. GMs vote on the Vezina, though; they love wins and shooting 
percentage, and Ullmark has both in spades. 

Granger: The eye test tells me Sorokin has been the best goalie in the 
NHL this season, and the stats match that. He’s second on MoneyPuck’s 
goals saved above expected (25.6) behind only Ullmark, despite playing 
behind a team that has allowed the fourth-most expected goals 
(compared to Boston, which has allowed the third fewest). All those 
saves behind a less-than-ideal defense have him running away with 
Evolving-Hockey’s goals and wins above replacement stats, where no 
other goalie is close. In my opinion, the GMs don’t usually factor 
environment into their votes as much as they should, and that could hurt 
Sorokin. 

Jack Adams Award 

Given to the coach adjudged to have contributed the most to his team’s 
success. Voted on by the NHL Broadcasters’ Association. 

Percent of vote 10/10 11/11 12/27 2/11 

Jim Montgomery 

7.7% 

36.1% 

45.9% 

86.8% 

Lindy Ruff 

5.1% 

13.9% 

27.0% 

7.9% 

Rick Bowness 

0.0% 

0.0% 

13.5% 

2.6% 

Don Granato 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

2.6% 

Bruce Cassidy 

10.3% 

27.8% 

8.1% 

0.0% 

Rod Brind'Amour 

17.9% 

0.0% 

2.7% 

0.0% 

Jared Bednar 

0.0% 

0.0% 

2.7% 

0.0% 

John Tortorella 

0.0% 

5.6% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Pete DeBoer 

5.1% 

2.8% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Mike Sullivan 

7.7% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Barry Trotz 

5.1% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

D.J. Smith 

5.1% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Dean Evason 

5.1% 

0.0% 
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0.0% 

0.0% 

Jay Woodcroft 

5.1% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Paul Maurice 

5.1% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Granger: At this point, it’s hard for me to vote anyone over Jim 
Montgomery. If the Bruins continue on their historic pace, it will only get 
harder. 

Salvian: Montgomery was my preseason pick. Why would I change it 
now? 

Calder Trophy 

Given to the player selected as the most proficient in his first year of 
competition in the NHL. Voted on by the PHWA. 

Percent of vote 10/10 11/11 12/27 2/11 

Matty Beniers 

38.5% 

66.7% 

75.7% 

89.5% 

Logan Thompson 

0.0% 

5.6% 

5.4% 

5.3% 

Owen Power 

33.3% 

25.0% 

2.7% 

5.3% 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

0.0% 

0.0% 

13.5% 

0.0% 

Jake Sanderson 

0.0% 

0.0% 

2.7% 

0.0% 

Shane Pinto 

0.0% 

2.8% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Mason McTavish 

17.9% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Shane Wright 

5.1% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Dylan Holloway 

2.6% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

JJ Peterka 

2.6% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

Gentille: Matty Beniers missed the All-Star Game, but he’s back in the 
lineup. Given his pedigree and point totals, it’ll take a long-term injury to 
stop him from winning this. 

Granger: I’ve finally switched my vote for Logan Thompson to Beniers. 
Thompson’s play dropped off quite a bit in the stretch before the All-Star 
break, and Beniers continues to wow. 

Goldman: Add in Thompson’s injury status and it feels like a slam dunk 
for Beniers. 

Salvian: I do wonder if Owen Power starts to get a bit more love than just 
5.3 percent in this poll. He’s been excellent for the Sabres in an essential 
position for a team that’s probably ahead of schedule. I did vote for 
Beniers, though, and think it’s been his to lose since the first month of the 
season. 

Patrick Kane sweepstakes 

At the end of the season, Kane will be on this team’s roster: 

Editor’s note: Original voting for Predictions 4.0, conducted before the 
Tarasenko trade, had the Rangers getting 78 percent of the vote to 
acquire Kane. 

Goldman: The Horvat and Tarasenko trades impacted the Kane race, but 
sticking around in Chicago is a legitimate possibility depending on his 
injury status. But with the Mark Stone injury, Vegas emerges as a team 
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to watch. It’s very on-brand for the Golden Knights to be in on any big-
name player on the market, and we know how ruthless their 
management can be. 

Salvian: I’m glad I’m not the only sicko who voted for Vegas. If they put 
Stone on long-term injured reserve and open up cap space … oh boy. 
Seems like Kane was interested in the Rangers. We’ve been hearing for 
weeks that we’ll hear something in a few weeks. Honestly, good on the 
Rangers for not waiting. Maybe now we’re only a week away from being 
a week away from some news. 

Gentille: Kane is an injured, brand-name player, and the Golden Knights 
are probably going to have money to spend. Not a tough set of dots to 
connect — and predicting that Kane stays in Chicago is boring. 

Granger: Adding Kane seems like a horrible idea for the Golden Knights, 
but that doesn’t preclude it from being a possibility. 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.12.2023 
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NHL trade board 2022-23: What the Tarasenko trade means for Meier, 
Kane and other top deadline targets 

 

Michael Russo, Pierre LeBrun, Eric Duhatschek  

 

The NHL trade market is slowly swinging into a higher gear, with the 
Rangers making their statement Thursday, acquiring right winger 
Vladimir Tarasenko in a deal with the Blues. All season, the Rangers 
have been short a right winger to play in their top six — and the two 
primary candidates were always going to be Tarasenko and the 
Blackhawks’ Patrick Kane. Both players have a history with Artemi 
Panarin, who is arguably the Rangers’ most dynamic forward and one 
player who could use some help at five-on-five. 

The case for Kane: He and Panarin had two memorable seasons playing 
together in Chicago before the Blackhawks traded Panarin to Columbus, 
the first of which resulted in Kane’s winning a scoring title (2016) while 
Panarin was winning rookie of the year honors (ahead of Connor 
McDavid, among others). 

The case for Tarasenko: He and Panarin came through the junior ranks 
together in Russia and, though they weren’t often on the same line, they 
have played together on and off since they were teenagers, which should 
help facilitate Tarasenko’s adjustment to the Rangers’ style of play. 

The similarities don’t end there either, though. Kane and Tarasenko had 
no-move clauses in their contracts, which meant they could ultimately 
have input into any trade their general managers might have come up 
with. 

Moreover, as the years have mounted and taken a physical toll on both 
players, there were injury issues that any acquiring team needed to 
digest. Presumably, the status of Kane’s hip would be of greater concern 
to any team watching the future Hall of Famer failing to meet his usual 
scoring standard this season. 

Patrick Kane on the Tarasenko trade: "It's not like the happiest I've been 
to hear about a trade." 

The latest on Kane in our Blackhawks trade 
tracker:https://t.co/MS6z1kk3je 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) February 10, 2023 

Tarasenko seems like a healthier option — and appears to have had no 
lingering ill effects from the three surgeries on his left shoulder over 28 
months. He should be motivated to show he can regain the form that saw 
him produce an eye-popping 82 points in 75 games last season, a show-

me performance that came after he’d issued his original trade demand to 
the Blues almost two years ago. 

Just before the All-Star break, the Rangers’ divisional rivals, the 
Islanders, made their big splash, acquiring Bo Horvat from the Canucks 
in a similar sort of package — for a first-rounder, a roster player and a 
prospect. 

Those two trades took the Nos. 1 (Horvat) and 7 (Tarasenko) players off 
The Athletic’s NHL trade board 1.0. So it was time for a full refresh. 

Those moves affect costs across the board. The returns were roughly the 
same — the key pieces being a first-rounder, a roster player and a 
prospect. In the Islanders’ case, they gave up possibly their best 
prospect. The Rangers didn’t have to. 

The moves could change what — if anything — happens with Kane 
between now and the trade deadline. 

Now, to the trade board 2.0. 

Note: Players are ranked in order of who’s generating the most buzz, 
taking into account the potential impact of the player and the probability 
he’d be traded. Analysis is from The Athletic’s Eric Duhatschek, Pierre 
LeBrun and Michael Russo. 

This list is a living document, with frequent updates to rankings and 
analysis, based on the latest rumblings and the market’s ebbs and flows, 
so bookmark it and check back regularly. 

1. Timo Meier, Sharks 

Previously: 1 

Meier could be the next domino to fall, based on the current amount of 
phone traffic between suitors and the Sharks. And the acquiring team will 
ideally want to have a deal done ahead of March 3, because it could be a 
complicated one to finish if the team is trying to work out an extension as 
part of the deal for the 26-year-old winger, who carries a $10 million 
qualifying offer to retain him in restricted free agency this summer. Worth 
noting, though, that as of Thursday, teams hadn’t been given permission 
by the Sharks to talk with Meier’s agent Claude Lemieux. It would make 
sense that the Sharks eventually do give that. And who’s interested? The 
Devils and Hurricanes are two teams, for sure, among many others. The 
cost to get in the game will depend on whether an extension is worked 
out, but generally speaking, it should be three assets. — LeBrun, Feb. 10 

2. Jakob Chychrun, Coyotes 

Previously: 2 

General manager Bill Armstrong has a hefty price in mind as to what it 
would take to acquire Chychrun, and he plans to stick to his guns, even if 
it means holding on to the defenseman. After all, Chychrun has two years 
left at a friendly $4.6 million annual average value, and the 24-year-old 
ranks 12th among NHL defensemen with 0.77 points per game. 
Chychrun’s father, former NHLer Jeff Chychrun, was on “The Athletic 
Hockey Show” recently and said, “Everybody knows that there’s a trade 
probably looming.” He added, “Truth be told, my opinion as the father, I’d 
really love to see him have the opportunity to finally play on a playoff 
contender. … He’s really blessed to play in Arizona, but it would be really 
nice for him to play on a club with an opportunity for him to showcase 
what he can do at prime time. … His relationship with the coaching staff, 
with Bill Armstrong, is really good, to everybody’s credit. They all 
understand what’s going on. They’ve just asked him to go out and 
perform, and I think he’s done a great job doing that. I think it really 
speaks to my son’s professionalism. … When you go public like that, you 
really have to back it up, and I think he’s done that and then some.” — 
Russo, Feb. 10 

Always a pleasure talking to Jeff Chychrun, and in advance of the NHL 
Alumni’s big 15-10 win over the #flapanthers alumni last night. Hear from 
Chychrun on his son, Jakob, and a possible looming trade, hockey in 
South Florida, the Panthers and #mnwild’s Brandon Duhaime 
https://t.co/j3KqZ6r9OW 
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— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) February 2, 2023 

3. Patrick Kane, Blackhawks 

Previously: 3 

There had been rumblings all season that if Kane were willing to move, 
the Rangers would be his preferred destination. And Friday, he confirmed 
it. Thursday’s pickup of Vladimir Tarasenko probably takes New York off 
the table, as the Rangers appeared worried about Kane’s nagging hip 
injuries, the acquisition cost and didn’t want to wait any longer for Kane 
to decide whether he’d entertain a trade anywhere. The trade also may 
spur Kane to finally make a decision, and agent Pat Brisson did tell our 
Pierre LeBrun on Feb. 6 that Kane would make a decision “relatively 
soon.” Blackhawks writers Mark Lazerus and Scott Powers have looked 
at Vegas, Carolina, Los Angeles and Dallas, among others, as potential 
suitors, though Kane indicated his list could be limited. “I don’t think the 
number will be six (teams),” he said. Earlier this week when the Wild 
were in Dallas, the word was that the Stars would be “very interested” if 
they could find a way to free up cap space. The good news for all 
interested parties is the Blackhawks know they’ll have to retain up to half 
Kane’s $10.5 million AAV. – Russo, Feb. 10 

Patrick Kane on the Tarasenko trade: "It's not like the happiest I've been 
to hear about a trade." 

The latest on Kane in our Blackhawks trade 
tracker:https://t.co/MS6z1kk3je 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) February 10, 2023 

4. Ryan O’Reilly, Blues 

Previously: 5 

Things may heat up fairly quickly here because O’Reilly is close to 
returning from a foot injury, and general manager Doug Armstrong made 
clear after trading Vladimir Tarasenko that the injuries to Tarasenko and 
O’Reilly were a reminder that you can’t wait too long on pending free 
agents or you risk being unable to move them. The big question is 
whether O’Reilly is traded or extended. O’Reilly told our Jeremy 
Rutherford on Jan. 26 that the two sides have met, although O’Reilly and 
Armstrong said those talks will be kept in-house. “Ryan is our captain 
and I’m a big fan of Ryan,” Armstrong said. “He and I talk behind closed 
doors, and I’m going to keep it there. He knows how I feel about him.” 
Even though it has been a down year for O’Reilly, lots of teams in need 
of a centerman surely will be interested in the Stanley Cup champ, Conn 
Smythe, Selke and Lady Byng winner. – Russo, Feb. 10 

"This is where I want to be. I hope I don’t get moved." 

In an exclusive with @jprutherford, Blues’ Ryan O’Reilly talks about 
potential trade rumors and a possible contract extension   
https://t.co/GU1ez3Msa1 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) January 26, 2023 

5. Vladislav Gavrikov, Blue Jackets 

Previously: 9 

In a trade market with lots of freewheeling, puck-carrying defensemen 
available, Gavrikov’s primary appeal is his steady, safe defense-first 
approach to the game. Many of the defensemen moving at the deadline 
fall into the category of a depth or insurance add. Gavrikov is more than 
that, the sort of reinforcement who can immediately slide into most 
teams’ top four. He’s 27, earns a modest $2.8 million and is on an 
expiring contract. He’s a strong shot blocker, a quality penalty killer and 
can be used to defend the opponents. He is the Blue Jackets’ leader in 
time on ice (once you exclude the injured Zach Werenski) and one of the 
few bright spots on a team that has vastly underachieved. The expected 
return on Gavrikov begins with a first-round pick and goes up from there. 
— Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

6. John Klingberg, Ducks 

Previously: 4 

Klingberg had a narrow escape in the Ducks’ second game after the All-
Star break, getting a high stick from the Blackhawks’ Boris Katchouk 
under his visor that missed his eye by a fraction of an inch. But he didn’t 
miss any time. And after an uneven start, he continues to be one of the 
Ducks’ big-minute players. After signing a one-year, $7 million show-me 
contract in the summer that turns him into an unrestricted free agent 
again after the season, Klingberg was always a strong candidate to be a 
rental at the deadline. The biggest question now isn’t whether he’ll move 
but what the return is. A first-round pick, which didn’t seem out of the 
question in October, seems unlikely now. Any team acquiring him would 
have to be confident he can regain the form he demonstrated for years 
as a top-pair defenseman in Dallas. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

7. Ivan Barbashev, Blues 

Previously: 14 

With Vladimir Tarasenko dispatched to the Rangers, Barbashev 
becomes the second-most intriguing trade target among Blues forwards 
after Ryan O’Reilly. Barbashev isn’t close to posting the scoring numbers 
he did a year ago during a career year (60 points in 81 games), but he is 
a reliable two-way player with championship experience, and the price 
would be right for any team in a cap crunch (only $2.25 million on an 
expiring contract). In short, he’s this year’s Calle Jarnkrok, someone who 
will be moved at the deadline to a team looking to supplement its third 
line. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

8. Tyler Bertuzzi, Red Wings 

Previously: 16 

Coming out of the All-Star break, Bertuzzi finally scored his second goal 
of an injury-filled season — and then his ice time increased dramatically, 
an indication the Red Wings could be trying to showcase him. The 
priority for Detroit was always to try to get Bertuzzi, a pending 
unrestricted free agent, signed to a contract extension. Failing that, it will 
almost certainly want to see what it can get for a 27-year-old hard-nosed 
winger who will drive to the net and last year produced 62 points in 68 
games, second best on the team. Bertuzzi has seen limited action this 
year. He broke one hand Oct. 15, then shortly after returning to the Red 
Wings lineup after missing 13 games, he broke the other hand and only 
just returned to action in the second week of January. Bertuzzi earns a 
reasonable $4.75 million in the final year of his deal. — Duhatschek, Feb. 
10 

On Tyler Bertuzzi, who has looked much more like himself out of the All-
Star break, at a critical time for both himself and the Red Wings: 
https://t.co/q4D9nT8fz6 

— Max Bultman (@m_bultman) February 9, 2023 

9. Jonathan Toews, Blackhawks 

Previously: 6 

Toews himself said in the offseason that he had little to no trade value if 
he wasn’t playing at a high level, but he has been one of Chicago’s best 
performers. He can still skate, still score, still win big draws and, as we all 
know, is as competitive as heck. So would his play entice teams with 
playoff aspirations in desperate need of a center? You betcha. Toews 
made clear in the summer that a rebuild wasn’t all that appealing to him, 
so if a contender comes calling, one expects that he’d waive his no-move 
despite the fact he has played, by all accounts, with a great attitude. — 
Russo, Dec. 15 

Jonathan Toews to Colorado seems to make a lot of sense, *if* Toews 
actually wants to be traded. But does it really? And what do the Avs have 
to offer the Blackhawks? 

From me and @Peter_Baugh: https://t.co/u4KgWAngdh 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) February 6, 2023 

10. Luke Schenn, Canucks 
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Previously: 21 

Schenn, a pending unrestricted free agent, has told Canucks 
management he’s willing to talk extension, and with ex-captain Bo Horvat 
now gone, his leadership is important to the Canucks. New coach Rick 
Tocchet also seems to value his presence. General manager Patrik Allvin 
will have to weigh that against what he could get on the trade market for 
the veteran blueliner. — LeBrun, Feb. 10 

11. Brock Boeser, Canucks 

Previously: 8 

Teams keep poking around on Boeser and are exploring it more 
realistically — trying to see how they could make it work. He still has 
another two years on his contract after this season at a $6.65 million 
average annual value, so it’s possible the only way he gets dealt is if 
Vancouver retains money. The Wild have talked to Vancouver and agent 
Ben Hankinson about Boeser, and Boeser would welcome a return to his 
home state if he’s going to be dealt. But as of now, as much as the Wild 
could desperately use another scorer, they feel they can’t make it work 
cap-wise, even if the Canucks ate half the contract and took Jordan 
Greenway’s $3 million a year contract. That’s because Minnesota already 
has to shed money this summer to conduct its offseason business. — 
Russo, Feb. 10 

What’s next for the Canucks? From our @GotYerBackPod interview, 

catching up with GM Patrik Allvin: 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/dbvhTCFbGr 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) February 1, 2023 

12. Matt Dumba, Wild 

Previously: 10 

Last month, the veteran defenseman talked with The Athletic about how 
hard it was to play knowing he could be traded and that this was going to 
be his final season with the Wild regardless. Hours later, Dumba played a 
horrible game against the Capitals and paid the piper by sitting the next 
two games. Rumors ran rampant that Dumba was on the verge of being 
traded, but the reality was that coach Dean Evason was punishing 
Dumba for performance. Evason had general manager Bill Guerin’s 
blessing, which was an interesting decision when he was actively trying 
to trade Dumba, and it may have made things more complicated. Guerin 
didn’t care, telling The Athletic on the “Straight From the Source” podcast 
Thursday, “People are at our games watching, so we’re not fooling 
anybody. There’s a track record there … for Matt Dumba playing some 
really good hockey. You don’t just become a bad player overnight. He’s 
still a good hockey player.” — Russo, Feb. 10 

As the #mnwild keep winning, Matt Dumba knows his days in Minnesota 
could be nearing an end 

STORY>>> https://t.co/WFm0SC7GXP 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) January 18, 2023 

13. Sean Monahan, Canadiens 

Previously: 12 

Monahan was off to a nice start with the Canadiens, scoring 17 points in 
25 games, and showing he could rebound from a series of injuries and 
surgeries that undermined his last years with Calgary. Then he got hurt. 
Again. His fragility would be one of the issues that would concern any 
NHL general manager looking to add him as a rental. On the plus side, 
Monahan had been playing reliable five-on-five minutes for the 
Canadiens and averaging better than 55 percent in the faceoff circle. 
He’s also on an expiring contract; Montreal received a first-rounder from 
Calgary for taking on Monahan’s contract. The injury likely scuttles any 
hope Montreal might have had to extract a first-rounder for Monahan, but 
with Horvat off the board, he suddenly becomes intriguing to any team 

that wants to add center-ice depth for the playoff run — and wasn’t 
prepared to pay a premium price to get it. — Duhatschek, Jan. 30 

.@ArponBasu and I examined why Sean Monahan could be a fit in 
Colorado, as well as the potential roadblocks to a trade. 
https://t.co/58FknzqbzG 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) February 9, 2023 

14. Max Domi, Blackhawks 

Previously: 21 

Domi has been a rare bright spot on a lost year in Chicago. With three 
weeks to go until the trade deadline, he was tied with Patrick Kane for the 
team’s scoring lead. Domi’s been a hockey vagabond, playing for three 
teams the past three years. As a rental from Columbus to Carolina last 
year, he produced modest results: six points in 14 playoff games. He 
signed a one-year, $3 million prove-it contract with the Blackhawks, 
where he’s had a chance to play top-line minutes with Kane. The most 
likely scenario for Domi: The Blackhawks get what they can for him as a 
rental and then circle back and sign him to a longer-term extension next 
summer. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

Max Domi gets the primary assist for his team-leading 34th point, which 
I'm only pointing out as an excuse to tweet out my column from today, 
because I have no shame: https://t.co/5WGxen3ErA 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) January 27, 2023 

15. Jake McCabe, Blackhawks 

Previously: Not ranked 

McCabe is drawing steady interest from contenders. The 29-year-old left-
handed defenseman is one of the few Blackhawks with a plus-minus in 
the positive this season, at a team-best plus-3, and he has 15 points in 
47 games, playing 19:25 a night. He’s signed for two years after this one, 
with a $4 million average annual value. The asking price is a first-round 
pick, according to multiple league sources. And if Hawks retain salary, 
halving his cap hit, the price only increases. — LeBrun, Feb. 11 

16. James van Riemsdyk, Flyers 

Previously: 13 

The Flyers are going nowhere, meaning JVR’s going somewhere. He can 
produce, but he’s in a significant slump just at the time lots of teams in 
need of scoring are paying attention. He has one goal and two assists in 
his past 10 games. He has been linked to Toronto and Minnesota, which 
would only be interested if it’s on the cheap. The Wild aren’t willing to 
give up a significant asset for JVR even though their scoring has 
completely dried up and even though he lives in the Twin Cities in the 
offseason. Teams appear sheepish due to an early-season injury and the 
fact he only has four power-play points this season. — Russo, Feb. 10 

17. Shayne Gostisbehere, Coyotes 

Previously: 11 

The Coyotes annually put a for-sale sign on their most valuable rentals, 
and this year, that’s Gostisbehere, who — for all of his defensive 
inconsistencies — can carry and move the puck at a high level. Until he 
was injured Jan. 24, Gostisbehere was one of the top-scoring 
defensemen in the league. His upper-body injury was supposed to keep 
him out four to six weeks, which suggests he could be back just ahead of 
the trade deadline. Any team interested in him would require assurance 
that he’s healthy, and the injury ultimately may reduce the asking price. 
But for what he is — a power-play quarterback who can find the lanes 
with pinpoint passing — he would be a useful addition. He is on an 
expiring contract, originally signed with Philadelphia, which pays him $4.5 
million. Arizona is never averse to taking back money if necessary to 
complete a trade. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

18. Joel Edmundson, Canadiens 
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Previously: 15 

Joel Edmundson, Montreal. Not every team that’s searching for trade-
deadline reinforcements is necessarily just looking for a rental, which is 
where Edmundson might come in. He has this year and next year left on 
a contract at a manageable AAV of $3.5 million. Edmundson played 22 
games in the Blues’ 2019 run to the Cup and Montreal’s 2021 run to the 
final. The Canadiens have had a little cottage industry these past few 
years of sending defensemen out the door to teams looking for blue-line 
help – Ben Chiarot to Florida and Brett Kulak to Edmonton last year – 
and they could do the same with Edmundson. At age 29, on a 
reasonable contract, he’d have some value. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

19. Jordan Greenway, Wild 

Previously: 17 

The irony of Matt Boldy’s seven-year extension last month is it likely 
wrote Greenway’s exit papers out of Minnesota — and Boldy and 
Greenway are good friends and have the same agent. The Wild are 
actively shopping Greenway, whether the move is for now or this 
summer. He has had a disappointing season, with two goals and four 
assists in 34 games, has two years left on his contract at $3 million and 
last month overslept, missed a game against St. Louis and put the Wild 
in a horrible spot with no extra healthy forwards on the roster. Due to in-
game injuries, the Wild at one point had nine forwards playing in a 
second game in 24 hours. But there’s no doubt the Wild would be selling 
low and will be hoping other teams see a 6-foot-6, 25-year-old power 
forward who averaged 27 points the past four seasons and was part of 
the productive GREEF line — not an underachieving player in the midst 
of a poor season. — Russo, Feb. 10 

The #NHL trade deadline is three weeks away. 

What are #mnwild plans? Bill Guerin talks w/ us on: 

– Tempted to boost top six? 

– How they'll use cap space 

– Why not calling up Rossi? 

Plus latest on Dumba, Greenway, Goligoski + more. 

From @RussoHockey + Ihttps://t.co/hl1MSY0SZT 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) February 10, 2023 

20. Nick Bjugstad, Coyotes 

Previously: 19 

Bjugstad is one of only four Coyotes players in double digits in goal 
scoring, which may be partly attributed to his usage on a talent-thin team. 
He is 30 now and signed a one-year, $900,000 contract with Arizona as 
an unrestricted free agent last summer, trying to get a career undermined 
by injury back on track. He’s a 6-foot-6 behemoth playing reasonable 
minutes (16:46 per night), and besides Chychrun, is one of only two 
players with positive ratings on the team — and it’s by a statistically 
significant margin. More good news: After missing long stretches of the 
past handful of years because of a variety of issues — including a sports 
hernia surgery and then a spinal surgery to repair a herniated disc — 
Bjugstad has played every game thus far this season, so his health 
issues seem to be thing of the past. He’d be a motivated depth addition 
for any team wanting to add size at the deadline. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

21. Dmitry Kulikov, Ducks 

Previously: 22 

Kulikov might be the fallback position for any team that strikes out on 
Vladislav Gavrikov. Anaheim is Kulikov’s fifth team in four years, but he’s 
a sturdy (6 feet 1, 201 pounds), experienced stay-at-home defender who 
is third in terms of time on ice for the Ducks. In short, just the sort of 
depth player whom just about any contender could use. His cap charge is 
a reasonable $2.2 million, and he has a limited no-trade clause. Ducks 

general manager Pat Verbeek was shipping out everything that moved at 
last year’s deadline. There’s no reason to think he won’t do the same this 
year, given how poorly Anaheim has played. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

22. Cam Talbot, Senators 

Previously: 23 

Talbot, unwilling to share time with Marc-Andre Fleury in Minnesota, was 
flipped to the Senators last summer, where he’s had an up-and-down 
season. He’s 35, on an expiring contract, making modest dollars ($3.666 
million) and could be a temporary solution on a team such as Los 
Angeles, which is getting solid work from minor-league call-up Pheonix 
Copley but could use a goalie upgrade. Goalie trades rarely happen at 
the deadline, and when they do, they usually don’t have much of an 
impact. But there might be a fit with the Kings because the coach, Todd 
McLellan, had Talbot in Edmonton and rode him hard in 2016-17 (Talbot 
had 73 appearances and 42 wins that season, with a league-leading 
4,294 minutes played). The Kings are in something of a goalie quandary, 
as age is catching up with Jonathan Quick, and the nominal goalie of the 
future, Cal Petersen, is in the minors trying to find his game. — 
Duhatschek, Jan. 18 

23. Kevin Shattenkirk, Ducks 

Previous: Not ranked 

Everything is on the table for the pending unrestricted free-agent 
blueliner. My understanding is the Ducks know he would be open to 
chatting extension, but whether those talks happen remains to be seen. 
They haven’t yet. It’s possible that if the Ducks trade John Klingberg and 
Dmitry Kulikov, as expected, they see whether there’s a reasonable 
extension to be had with Shattenkirk. His experience on a young Ducks 
team is appreciated. But it’s more likely the Ducks move the veteran 
defenseman as they continue to collect assets in their rebuild. — LeBrun, 
Feb. 10 

24. Anthony Duclair, Panthers 

Previously: Not ranked 

The Panthers don’t want to trade him, but they’ve been walking a salary-
cap tightrope all season. He cannot return until somebody is traded, so 
theoretically, it may have to be him. The Panthers and Duclair have been 
slow-playing his return to the lineup from a torn Achilles, in part because 
of Max Pacioretty’s recent recurrence of the same injury. There are 
physical and mental hurdles one has to overcome with this injury, which 
is also one reason teams may be worried about suddenly acquiring him. 
Duclair, who had 31 goals last season, can bring secondary scoring and 
lots of speed, but he needs to be able to skate like he normally does to 
be an effective player. — Russo, Feb. 10 

25. Gustav Nyquist, Blue Jackets 

Previously: 18 

In the wake of a team announcement he’d miss the rest of the season 
with a shoulder injury, Nyquist told The Athletic’s Aaron Portzline on Feb. 
1 that the injury would cost him “weeks, not months, and it doesn’t 
require surgery.” That leaves open the door for a trade. If he can return, 
Nyquist will have value as a rental. He’s 33 and a respected veteran 
player who would be a low-maintenance addition to a team seeking 
depth up front for a Stanley Cup run. — Duhatschek, Feb. 10 

The Athletic: Down, but not out | #CBJ Gus Nyquist wants to play again 
this season despite shoulder injury. 

“It’s weeks, not months, and it doesn’t require surgery. My hope, 
honestly, is to be ready before the end of the regular 
season."https://t.co/WE3cj56wHg pic.twitter.com/zeS5hRVlkp 

— Aaron Portzline (@Aportzline) February 1, 2023 

The Athletic’s NHL trade board at a glance 
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(Editor’s note: This is not an exhaustive list of players who could be 
traded before the deadline. These are the players we’re hearing the most 
buzz about right now.) 

Previously ranked: Andreas Athanasiou, Lars Eller, Alex Goligoski, Bo 
Horvat, Jesse Puljujarvi, James Reimer, Nick Ritchie, Jack Roslovic, 
Vladimir Tarasenko. 
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Imaginary NHL trade deadline deals if it was more like the NBA trade 
deadline 

 

Joshua Kloke  

 

That collective groan from so many NHL fans as the NBA trade deadline 
unfolded was one of resentment. Yes, this year’s NHL trade deadline is 
expected to be a little more intriguing than usual with the possibility of, 
say, Patrick Kane on the move. 

But even Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas admitted Thursday he had “a little 
bit of jealousy” at how wild the NBA’s deadline is compared to the NHL’s, 
which is about as salacious a comment as you might get in the uber-
conservative NHL.  

Beyond Dubas, you could practically hear a uniform message being 
shared in group chats: Imagine the NHL’s trade deadline was just as 
unrestrained as the NBA’s? Can you picture a team in the buttoned-up-
tight NHL really letting their hair down and trading away one of the 
league’s best players at the deadline? A team in the playoff picture, no 
less?  

Yeah, imagine that.  

If you're an NHL fan hoping for a deadline similar to this NBA madness, 
I've got good news for you: The entire league either has no cap space or 
is tanking, the biggest names are mostly depth guys, and every GM is 
petrified of trading futures 

Wait, that's not good news 

— Jeff Veillette (@JeffVeillette) February 9, 2023 

Well, imagine, we did. 

With the dust still settling on the NBA’s trade deadline, and to satiate the 
need for drama in the NHL that the NBA has made part of their brand, 
The Athletic wondered: What would the NHL comparables from the 
NBA’s biggest trade deadline deals look like? 

For the sake of this hypothetical and entirely-too-fun exercise, we’re 
using The Athletic’s 2022-23 NBA player tiers and NHL equivalent, age, 
as well as NBA trade grades stories  

Published as a baseline for comparing players moved.  

With both league’s playoff formats relatively similar, we’re going to use 
teams that are in similar positions in the standings as well. And we’re 
opting not to worry too much about contract status here: With the two 
leagues having different salary cap structures, getting bogged down in 
numbers would ruin the fun. 

And that’s the point, right? One league is fun, the other is the NHL. Let’s 
see if we can dream a little to make the latter far more entertaining for 
fans. 

Real NBA trade:  

Phoenix Suns (fifth in Western Conference) get: Kevin Durant and TJ 
Warren 

Brooklyn Nets (fifth in Eastern Conference) get: four unprotected first-
round picks, Mikal Bridges, Cam Johnson, Jae Crowder and a 2028 draft 
pick exchange. 

Could you imagine an NHL team parting with a player of Durant’s 
generational game-changing ability at the deadline? This is a player who 
ranked 13th on The Athletic’s list of the top 75 players of all time. 

Could you imagine an NHL team handing over four first-round picks and 
not lottery-protecting a single one? 

And could you imagine this happening with both teams in similar 
positions in the standings and hypothetically similar chances to succeed 
in the playoffs? 

Look, I’m sorry for overdoing it on the italics, but it’s just that hard to 
grasp. 

Comparable NHL trade:  

Vegas Golden Knights (third in West) get: Victor Hedman and Pierre-
Edouard Bellemare 

Tampa Bay Lightning (fifth in East) get: four first-round picks (not lottery 
protected), Nicolas Roy, Chandler Stephenson, Zach Whitecloud and a 
2028 draft pick exchange 

My first suggestion for a comparable trade of this magnitude was Nathan 
MacKinnon being traded. MacKinnon is part of the NHL’s upper tier of 
players on a team that is in the meaty middle of the playoff picture. 

But the NHL’s ingrained conservatism got the best of me and contracts 
ended up playing a slight role in this deal. Victor Hedman will legitimately 
go down as the best defenceman of his era. He’s also on the not-
desirable side of 30 and only has two seasons left on his contract after 
2023. 

In this alternate reality, I can see the Lightning, who have a history of 
pulling rabbits out of hats, feeling confident in some of their younger, core 
pieces while also wincing at the idea of having to get through both the 
Bruins and Maple Leafs during the playoffs (I know, I know) and trying to 
aim for more Stanley Cups down the road. The Lightning are a team that 
have historically drafted and developed well, so loading up on picks 
makes some sense here too. 

The Golden Knights, like the NBA’s Suns, appear just outside of the 
NHL’s elite teams but are knocking on the door to get in. Like the Suns, 
they’re built to win now and Hedman would help them do that. And 
somewhat crucially, the Golden Knights have their next three first-round 
picks and have a recent history of swinging big on trades. This 
completely hypothetical deal would make them the class of the Western 
Conference, future be damned. 

Jesse Granger, Golden Knights beat writer: Woah, that’s a lot of draft 
capital! If there’s a team willing to give all that up for a star player, it’s 
probably the Golden Knights. Can you imagine a top pairing of Victor 
Hedman and Alex Pietrangelo and a world where Shea Theodore is the 
third power play option on the blue line? That’s a disgustingly deep, 
talented (and aging) defense. 

Bellemare is already a fan favorite in Vegas and would be a perfect fit in 
Bruce Cassidy’s bottom six as a defensively-responsible center who 
provides great leadership in the room. 

On one hand, giving up two young players and nearly a half-decade of 
first-round picks would absolutely eviscerate the Golden Knights’ future. 
On the other hand, their future may already be pretty bleak so they might 
as well go further all-in on winning now, and Hedman is awesome. 

The fire sale in Brooklyn also saw Irving, a maligned but talented player 
landing toward the top of the NBA’s third tier, moved. And as Seth 
Partnow wrote about Irving in the NBA player tiers, “On talent, reputation 
and even individual per-minute production, Irving should be much 
higher.”   
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For the sake of argument, if a player of his ability and with a history of 
making headlines was moved at the NHL’s trade deadline, it would be 
the most-discussed deal in recent NHL trade deadline history, no?  

And in the NBA, it only dominated the news cycle for the requisite 24 
hours. 

Comparable NHL trade: 

Winnipeg Jets (second in West) get: Steven Stamkos and Corey Perry 

Tampa Bay Lightning (fifth in East) get: Neal Pionk, Morgan Barron, 2029 
first-round pick and two future second-round picks. 

Again, another hypothetical: Would this be akin to the Avalanche saying 
they’re building solely around Cale Makar and ditching MacKinnon and 
Gabriel Landeskog as an Irving comparable? 

Perhaps, but in this universe that sees fun NHL trades actually happen, 
the Jets swing on Stamkos. He is a similar player tier as Irving and the 
Jets would hope he complements a group of players who may or may not 
have what it takes to actually make some noise in the playoffs.  

The Lightning get back a decent blue liner in Pionk to aid in the loss of 
Hedman, one five years younger, too. 

Still, this deal feels just as impossible to picture, which speaks to the 
NHL’s reluctance to trade good players that are still lower on our player 
tier rankings. 

Murat Ates, Jets beat writer: Mr. Cheveldayoff! Or Kevin? Can I call you 
Kevin? I feel as though that’s too personal somehow, considering that the 
city of Winnipeg is about to offer you its knighthood. Yes, there you’ll be, 
carved into snow at Festival du Voyageur alongside Terry Fox, Desiree 
Scott, and Clara Hughes, feted for bringing the former 60 goal man back 
to the city where he reached that feat. Stamkos is still a point-per-game 
player at 33 years old, deadly on the power play, captain of his team, and 
an excellent faceoff man for years after being bad at those while being 
good at scoring 60 goals early on in his career. Who cares about the 
picks and goodbye to Neal Pionk and Morgan Barron; your stars have 
become brighter as footnotes in Jets lore than they ever could have been 
as players. 

Back to you, Mr. Cheveldayoff. What golden elixir you used to convince 
Tampa Bay to give up on Stamkos… May I have some? I’m about to 
negotiate a book deal and I’d like to get paid. 

Real NBA trade: 

Utah Jazz (11th in West) get: Russell Westbrook, Juan Toscano-
Anderson, Damian Jones and a first-round pick. 

Los Angeles Lakers (13th in West) get: D’Angelo Russell, Malik Beasley 
and Jarred Vanderbilt. 

Minnesota Timberwolves (eighth in West) get: Mike Conley Jr, Nickeil 
Alexander-Walker and a second-round pick. 

An eight-player, three-team NHL trade that isn’t based solely on the third 
team picking up a quarter of a player’s cap hit for a middling draft pick? In 
this economy? 

Obviously, the center-piece of this deal is the mercurial Westbrook, a 
player who might be past his prime now but was once legitimately one of 
the handful of the best players on the planet. He’s always played the 
game his own way and now finds a home on a team that has designs on 
building for the future.  

For the sake of argument, we’re imagining the focal point of this trade 
being a Tier 4 veteran NHL star going from a team looking to get out of a 
big contract while another team with a history of buy-outs plans for the 
future. 

NHL comparable trade:  

Minnesota Wild (tied for final wild-card spot in West) get: Erik Karlsson, 
Nick Cicek, Michael Eyssimont and a first-round pick 

San Jose Sharks (13th in West) get: Noah Hanifin, Marcus Foligno and 
Jonathon Merrill 

Calgary Flames (tied for final wild-card spot in West) get: Matt Dumba, 
Jordan Greenway and three second-round picks  

OK, so Karlsson is in the middle of the kind of remarkable season 
Westbrook isn’t having. But perhaps this season is an anomaly moving 
forward. Karlsson (32) and Westbrook (34) were in similar player tiers, 
are of similar ages and by league standards, each have weighty 
contracts. 

The bet here for the Wild is that the Sharks don’t materialize into a strong 
playoff team down the road and that by taking on an $11.5-million cap hit, 
they’ve banked a first-round pick that could end up going quite high in the 
draft. Hey, the Wild might even have space in the real world to add 
Karlsson’s massive contract. They could shoot their shot in the playoffs 
this year, see what happens and then opt to even buy out Karlsson at 
some point during the next four years of his deal, something they’ve done 
in the past with Zach Parise and Ryan Suter. It seems like that’s part of 
the consideration for the Jazz with Westbrook, is all I’m saying. 

The Sharks get a younger defenceman back in Hanifin who hasn’t 
completely lived up to his potential since being drafted fifth in 2015 but 
could play a larger role in the Sharks rebuild. 

And the Flames add some serious draft capital as well as some pieces 
on the blue line that may/may not work under Darryl Sutter. 

See, I’ve almost talked myself into a deal of this scope occurring!  

But after I’ve given my head a shake by simply reviewing past NHL trade 
deadlines, I’m reminded that it’s illogical to even imagine this kind of deal 
NHL going down. I get it. But once again, that’s sort of that point. 

This deal is complicated but what you need to know: Wiseman, the No. 2 
pick in the 2020 NBA Draft went, at first, for five second-round picks 
before other teams got involved. Wiseman has not lived up to his 
potential since being drafted. This trade does look like a salary dump, 
given what Wiseman is projected to earn and what the Warriors would 
have to eventually pay in luxury tax.  

Comparable NHL trade: 

Yea, it’s not even worth it. 

Look, there is some sort of comparison here with the second overall pick 
in the 2017 NHL Draft, Nolan Patrick, being dealt by the Flyers to the 
Golden Knights a full four years after that draft. He was part of a three-
way trade with the Predators that involved a serious pick-up by the Flyers 
in Ryan Ellis and another highly-touted young player, Cody Glass. 

For comparison’s sake: Alexis Lafrenière, the first pick in the 2020 NHL 
Draft, hasn’t exactly found his footing with the Rangers in his two-and-a-
half NHL seasons. The common, and probably correct, line of thinking is 
that he still needs more time to develop.  

But to see an NHL team ruthlessly cut ties from a second-overall pick 
that they believed was not part of their long-term plans? And to do it, at 
first, for a truckload of picks with no serious, tangible return? And then to 
involve two more teams in the equation? 

For comparison’s sake: Would the Blackhawks take a chance and move 
so much draft capital on Lafrenière? 

Unfathomable. 

And that’s the takeaway here: When an NBA front office sees that their 
window to win is wide open, they’re more comfortable taking an 
aggressive stance to capitalize on that window. The ratings blitz on trade 
programs on television and buzz generated boosts the greater popularity 
of the league. Perhaps it’s that ruthlessness in team-building that is 
missing in the NHL and that fans could stand to see more of. 

In the NBA, however? Just par for the course on trade deadline day. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Keefe calls out Maple Leafs' effort in weak loss to last-
place Blue Jackets 

 

Luke Fox  

 

TORONTO – Whatever you call the opposite of a poker face, that’s what 
Sheldon Keefe showed Saturday night as he stood at the podium and his 
general manager stood somewhere else, weighing how many chips to 
push into the centre of the table. 

The head coach of the Toronto Maple Leafs could have brushed off his 
group’s lacklustre 4-3 blown-lead loss on home ice, on a Saturday night, 
to the NHL’s worst team. 

He could have burned the tape and pointed to the inevitability of the 
Leafs' first-round playoff matchup, or Auston Matthews' absence, or his 
players' sluggish legs coming off the sun-drenched bye-week vacays. 

Instead, Keefe pursed his lips, lowered his volume, clipped his 
sentences, and called a spade a spade. 

Keefe had just watched the Washington Generals upset the Globetrotters 
in Harlem. He had just been firsthand witness to Will trumping Skill — a 
60-minute film he’s seen before, and one that gives him nightmares 
every time it’s replayed. 

"Just got outworked, outplayed," Keefe summed up, accurately. 

How do you explain that, considering the position of the two teams? 

"I can't. You guys talked to the players. I’m sure you asked them the 
same questions," Keefe replied. 

"I can’t do the work for them." 

Two issues, according to Keefe, allowed the mighty, deadline-buying 
Maple Leafs to hand the Conor Bedard–hunting Columbus Blue Jackets 
their first comeback victory after trailing 2-0 after the first period: "Effort. 
Competitiveness." 

Damning stuff. 

During the second intermission, after the Jackets blanked the home side 
3-0 in a lopsided middle frame, Keefe asked his players to decide how 
important a win is to them. 

"We just stopped playing the way we did in the beginning," said William 
Nylander, the most engaged Leaf of the night. "We gotta keep rolling and 
not take the foot off the gas." 

Sure, two points squandered in mid-February don’t mean much to a high-
octane regular-season threat whose post-season berth is all but 
mathematical. 

But a laissez-faire, 40-shots-allowed effort in front of a young goaltending 
prospect making his season debut? 

Giving free access to the net and getting outshot 20 in the slot by one of 
the weakest offences in hockey? 

Getting outhit in your own barn 40-21 even though you weren't the team 
with the puck most of the time? 

Letting the Jackets run around in your zone and fire more pucks off the 
cycle (14-8) than your elite playmakers? 

It’s a tough look, particularly when GM Kyle Dubas came out Thursday 
and challenged his skaters to dominate during this soft schedule against 
a slew of non-playoff teams. 

"You're always looking for signs of growth, and I think this is a stretch for 
us to do that. These are important games for us. These are two points 
every night, whether we're playing Boston and Tampa or playing teams 
that are currently outside the playoff picture. So, these are important for 
us in our own growth," Dubas said. 

"The minute that we start to lose our focus is the minute that we’re going 
to really start to give it back. That's not what we want to do. Our job is to 
continue to chip away at it (and) put together a strong month here." 

That message has been clearly relayed to the dressing room. 

"It’s been an area of focus, obviously," Morgan Rielly said. "We've talked 
about it in the past, going back a while now. Truthfully, I thought we were 
very good in the first, and then there's just a small lapse that ends up 
costing you." 

Unlike Keefe and Dubas, the players, remember, do have security. 

The looks on their faces following a flat effort in February aren't nearly as 
urgent or upset. They have time on their hands. Maybe they'll use it. 

Said captain John Tavares: "All-around disappointing." 

Yep. All you need to do is glance at Keefe's face to see that. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Nylander muffed his shot on a great rush look and took exception to 
what he deemed a late hit from Nick Blankenburg into the end-boards. 

Nylander's retaliatory whack originally earned him a major penalty, which 
was rightly reduced to a minor upon official review. 

"A little pissed off," said Nylander, admitting he was doubly frustrated by 
the shot and the check. "I didn’t think he needed to hit me there." 

A rare and welcome display of edginess in this, the most engaged 
season of Nylander’s career. 

Keefe approves. 

• Trade bait centre and first star of the game Boone Jenner submitted 
quite the stat line: one goal, one primary assist, plus-two rating, 23:49 ice 
time, nine shots, five hits, two blocks, 14-10 in the faceoff dot. 

• Pierre Engvall — on pace to set a new career high in goals — banged 
the glass Friday in Columbus after he pounded the puck into the net. 

"I think I did that the goal before, too," Engvall says. "It’s a new thing for 
me — to hit the glass. A new celly for me." 

• Auston Matthews didn't jet out of town during the bye week but rather 
spent most of his downtime in Toronto, rehabbing his sprained knee. 
He's pushing himself to get back into action. 

"Kinda fluky," he says of the injury. 

Matthews tweaked the knee warming up Jan. 25 to play the Rangers and 
it worsened as the game went on. The Leafs have gone 2-3 during his 
most recent absence. Matthews hasn't been ruled out Wednesday versus 
Chicago. 

• Fantastic scene in Sweden Saturday at the star-studded charity game 
held in honour of Borje Salming. 

Nicklas Lidstrom, Mats Sundin, Tiger Williams, Darryl Sittler, and Mikael 
Renberg were among those in attendance to watch Salming's banner 
raised to the rafters. 

"I saw it on Instagram," Engvall says. "It's so sad what happened. But 
you feel so glad for Borje that everyone is showing him so much 
support." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Back from break, Jets continue to 'fine-tune' play with win 
over Blackhawks 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

WINNIPEG — This tic-tac-toe play was a thing of beauty. 

A crisp cross-ice pass by Nikolaj Ehlers after another successful zone 
entry started the sequence of events. 

A smart net drive by Neal Pionk, helping to draw a defender to him, 
opening up a passing lane just a little bit more for Blake Wheeler, who 
knew exactly where to find a streaking Mark Scheifele. 

Scheifele stepped into the shot for what proved to be an important 
insurance marker — along with something that will be shown on plenty of 
highlight reels for what was his team-leading 32nd of the campaign — in 
a 4-1 victory for the Winnipeg Jets over the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Saturday night. 

“Whenever I get the puck I am always looking for him,” said Wheeler, 
who added a pair of goals for a three-point night. “It’s no different. We’ve 
scored a lot of goals that way over the years and when I get that puck on 
the right side my first look is to see where he is and he was kind of 
coming right down the slot. You give him the puck there.” 

You can count Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck among those who are 
impressed by the innate ability of Wheeler and Scheifele to find one 
another on the ice. 

“It’s awesome. It’s just so fun to watch them play, especially when they’re 
feeling it and their confidence levels are high,” said Hellebuyck. “You just 
know there’s no beating them. And they do things like that. What I love 
most about their games is they’re not forcing that every second. They’re 
waiting for their moments and they’re jumping on them.” 

Much has been said about Wheeler this season, from how he handled 
the removal of his captaincy going into the campaign to how he’s 
continued to play an important role in the Top-6. 

Thanks to another multipoint showing, Wheeler is up to 14 goals and 40 
points in 44 games — an impressive total, especially for someone with 
1,090 regular season tilts on his resume. 

Wheeler had plenty of jump in his legs and was clearly feeling refreshed 
after the lengthy break. 

“I think so. For sure. We know how busy the schedule was leading up to 
the break,” said Jets head coach Rick Bowness. “A lot of guys needed it. 
The older you get in the league, the more rest you can get, the better. He 
was skating really well and obviously, he played a great game for us.” 

Wheeler supplied the ever-important game-winning goal, redirecting a 
Kyle Connor blast with his skate during a power play, then added an 
empty-netter to round out the scoring, inching him closer to hitting the 20-
goal mark for what would be the ninth time in his career (he also had 19 
in 48 games during the lockout-shortened season of 2013). 

That’s an underrated and sometimes overlooked element of Wheeler's 
game, though that has more to do with his exceptional passing ability 
than anything else. 

The reunion of Scheifele and Wheeler has been a positive for the Jets 
and it sounds like Bowness wants to see more of them with Nikolaj 
Ehlers as he continues to search for his optimal line combinations. 

“(Ehlers) gives them a lot of speed on that left side as well,” said 
Bowness. “Again, we’d like to keep those lines together for a while. I like 
the look of them.” 

Bowness did shorten his bench a bit in the third, as Cole Perfetti didn’t 
play in the final 8:18. 

A stickler for shift length, Bowness said he wasn’t concerned about 
Perfetti taking four shifts that lasted longer than a minute — including 
consecutive shifts of 1:13 in his final two turns on the ice. 

“No,” said Bowness. “He just got caught out on the ice a couple of times.” 

Perfetti was replaced on the line with Pierre-Luc Dubois and Connor by 
Mason Appleton, who had a solid return in his first game action since 
breaking his wrist on Nov. 13. 

Appleton took 17 shifts for 15:32 of ice time, including 2:39 on the penalty 
kill, finishing with a shot on goal and two hits. 

Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey rounded out the scoring on a beautiful 
backhand from the slot and added an assist, moving him to 55 points in 
53 games — leaving him one point behind Dustin Byfuglien for the 
franchise record for points by a defenceman. 

“I mean, he’s got two sides of the blade. He uses it pretty well all over the 
ice and there’s nothing Josh can’t do,” said Wheeler. “The play to take it 
off the wall really was the play, that’s the elite ability only a handful of 
guys can do in this league. From there, great screen by (Karson) 
Kuhlman in front of the net to give him a chance to slide one in there. 
Josh is elite.”  

The Jets improved to 33-19-1 on the season and moved within three 
points of the Dallas Stars in the chase for top spot in the Central Division 
standings while still holding a game in hand. 

Hellebuyck was rock-solid once again, making 31 saves to earn his 25th 
victory of the season and he was quick to praise how well his team 
played in front of him. 

“We’ve just got to really fine-tune our details and get closer to that playoff 
style and that playoff hockey,” said Hellebuyck. “I think we know how we 
play, I think we want to play it and I think we are playing it. It’s just a 
matter of fine-tuning it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' Puljujarvi gets chance to be hero as drama 
continues to swirl around him 

 

Mark Spector  

 

The first tweet came from the guy at Oilers Nation, moments after Jesse 
Puljujarvi rifled home what would stand up as the game-winning goal, a 
blazing snap shot off the far post and past Ottawa goalie Anton Forsberg. 

“Vintage Puljujarvi. Imagine wanting to place this kid on waivers.” 

And then, the obligatory replies. 

“Vintage? It was his 5th goal in 53 games,” countered @AthabascaPlace. 

“I would of bet my house that the JP crusade was going to be revived the 
second he scored,” offered @Nellsy29. 

Welcome to Bison country, where the most polarizing people in Northern 
Alberta are Jesse Puljujarvi, Premier Danielle Smith, and whoever GM 
Ken Holland brings in at the coming trade deadline. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 12, 2023 

 

On Friday the Oilers were poised to place Puljujarvi on waivers, fixing to 
send him and Devin Shore down to create the necessary salary cap 
space to bring Kailer Yamamoto back from injury. But the team decided 
to hold Yamamoto back, and then Warren Foegele didn’t practice on 
Friday after taking a Philip Broberg shot off the back of his leg. 

The next thing he knew Puljujarvi was not only pulled back from 
purgatory, he was starting a game in Ottawa on Connor McDavid’s right 
wing. 

Puljujarvi botched a Grade A chance on the opening shift. “Typical,” 
sighed half of Oilers fans. 

Then, with the game tied 3-3 in the third period, he took a long pass from 
Brett Kulak, stepped in and wired one home. 

“See!?! THAT’S what we’re talkin’ about!” said the other half. 

“I saw the space there. Kulak gave me a really, really, good pass and I 
had a good shot there,” Puljujarvi said after the game. “It was really fun to 
be again in the lineup, and try to help the team somehow. 

“Yeah, it was fun to come here and get a couple of points. And it was fun 
to score too.” 

It’s been a long, rocky ride for Puljujarvi in Edmonton, as the realization 
sets in that 2016’s fourth-overall draft pick has become waiver fodder in 
2023. He’s been healthy-scratched in three of Edmonton’s last eight 
games, and like that favourite painting of grandma’s that you somehow 
inherited, Holland has hung Puljujarvi in every corner of his lineup looking 
for a spot that meets the eye. 

His teammates, some of whom have likely had their fill of Puljujarvi the 
project, genuinely like Puljujarvi the person. You could see that again on 
Saturday as he approached the bench for his post-goal fly-by, Evander 
Kane smiling as if he’d scored the game-winner himself. 

“I don't know if anyone saw, but the reaction of his teammates when he 
scored that goal…” said head coach Jay Woodcroft. “I think that shows 
how close our team is and how everyone was so very happy for him. His 
teammates and coaches included.” 

Players know. 

They know when a teammate is playing through an injury. They know 
when one isn’t as good as those of us on the outside think he is, and they 
know what each other is going through on and off the ice. 

Puljujarvi, perhaps unwittingly, gained this mythical persona when he 
hopped into a stranger’s truck four years ago, and posed in this Snapchat 
video. 

Then he and his dog Jaffa posed for that picture at Elk Island National 
Park with a bison in the background, and the Bison King was born. He 
trademarked the name. T-shirts ensued. 

But as lovely as his snipe was on Saturday, it was just Puljujarvi’s fifth in 
50 games this season. And the player whose analytics have been twisted 
into pretzels for so many years is not, in fact, Edmonton’s “best defensive 
forward,” as some of his fans have asserted. He has the worst plus-
minus on the Oilers team this season, a minus-13 that is 10 goals below 
the next lowest number posted by a player in Saturday’s Oilers’ lineup. 

“I mean, he's a very likable person,” Woodcroft said. “You know, he does 
a lot of good things on the ice, (but) when we go 11 and seven … one of 
the hard things is it means some good forwards don't get in the lineup. 
That's through no issue of his or anything like that. 

“It was a huge goal for our team. And I thought he played a really good 
game.” 

How badly is Foegele hurt? Will Klim Kostin — who walked off cradling 
his left arm, looking very much like a guy who will miss some time with a 
shoulder injury — be moved on to the Long Term Injury list? 

Is this rare goal the beginning of a Puljujarvi hot streak, an occurrence as 
long-awaited in these parts as a pipeline stretching all the way to 
Houston? 

All of these things could alter Holland’s plans for Puljujarvi over the next 
few days, with Yamamoto and his $3.1 million salary set to return. 

So the drama will continue. Circling, as it always has, the Bison King. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators lose Forsberg, Sanderson to injuries in thrilling 
loss to Oilers 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

 

OTTAWA – The Ottawa Senators came into this game worried about the 
Edmonton Oilers power play. 

In the end, it was two shorthanded goals that killed the Sens in a 6-3 
matinee loss on Saturday. 

Of far greater concern than the "L" was the injury suffered by Senators 
goaltender Anton Forsberg, who left the game on a stretcher late in the 
third period. Forsberg was trying to make a save on an Edmonton power 
play when Oilers forward Zach Hyman fell on him. 

The Sens challenged for goalie interference on the play, but the ruling 
was that Hyman was pushed in by Ottawa defenceman Travis Hamonic. 

The injury to Forsberg silenced the capacity crowd of 20,041 and took 
the life out of what had been a wildly entertaining game. A big, strong, 
tough guy, Forsberg was grimacing in pain as he left the ice with an 
apparent injury to his leg after he got twisted up with Hyman. 

Hyman felt terrible about the incident. 

"Oh, it's awful," he said. "You hear him go down, you hear him in pain. I 
can't do anything else. I can't do anything. I'm just stuck on him because 
there's a guy who's on top of me pushing me in, right? If you watch the 
replay, I try to avoid him and all of a sudden I get a cross-check in the 
back. It's not a fun play to be part of. I almost stopped playing there, 
because I locked eyes and he was just in pain. I hope he gets better 
soon. Just a tough play." 

To make matters worse, Ottawa’s brilliant rookie defenceman, Jake 
Sanderson, also left the game in the third period with an undisclosed 
injury. Head coach D.J. Smith had no updates on either player afterward, 
but clearly Forsberg is going to be out for a while. 

And with veteran Cam Talbot still injured, that leaves Belleville prospects 
Mads Sogaard and Kevin Mandolese as Ottawa’s goaltending tandem for 
the moment. Sogaard stopped all three shots he faced in the final five-
plus minutes of Saturday’s game. 

“With Talbot out, Sogaard is in a tough spot here,” Smith said. “But, you 
know, sometimes you get forced into these things and you find out in a 
hurry (if you’re ready). He’s a good goalie, so he’s going to get an 
opportunity if Forsy can’t go.” 

Smith was lamenting a couple of big mistakes that cost the Sens in this 
game. Trailing 4-3, with a chance to tie it on the power play, the Senators 
allowed a shorthanded goal by Derek Ryan, to put the game away for 
Edmonton. That came at 7:24 of the third, just four minutes after allowing 
Jesse Puljujarvi to skate in on the right side and beat Forsberg with a low 
shot inside the far post. 
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“We haven’t made those mistakes in the past four games, when we’ve 
been winning,” said Smith, alluding to the four-game winning streak the 
Senators had before the break. 

Given the long layoff before and after the All-Star Game, this matinee 
figured to be problematic. While Edmonton was back in action with two 
games this week (a win in Detroit Tuesday and shootout loss to 
Philadelphia Thursday), the Sens hadn’t played since Jan. 31. 

It didn’t take long for the wondrous Connor McDavid to make his 
appearance felt. Sensing that No. 97 was in the vicinity of the net, Hyman 
just threw a puck wide of the net, where McDavid played it off the carom 
and threw it at Forsberg’s feet. The puck veered off Forberg and in, 
further proof that McDavid is dangerous from anywhere, including behind 
the red line. 

The visitors had numerous chances to extend their lead, with two power-
play opportunities in the first period. But the No. 1-ranked unit came up 
empty, despite the best efforts of McDavid, who rushed up ice on one 
sequence, broke in alone on the left side and fired a shot at Forsberg. 

“Fans in the building just got their money’s worth on their ticket,” one 
reporter said in the press box after that burst up ice by 97. Oh, but 
McDavid was just getting started. 

Many of those fans wore orange and blue throughout the building, not 
that the home team didn’t have its support. 

We often talk about the improved competitiveness of the Senators – 
should they be higher up the standings at this point? Perhaps, but the 
improved attendance numbers are beyond debate. 

This matinee game against Edmonton was Ottawa’s ninth sellout of the 
season, with several more in the 17,000 range, just shy of capacity. 

Both the home and invading fan bases were looking for more goals after 
that 1-0 first period. They got them. 

The Oilers outshot the Senators 14-7 in the first, and yet the Sens had to 
be pleased to be down just a goal after their first period of action in 11 
days. 

“First period, we expected that – it’s their third game after the break and 
our first game,” said Senators captain Brady Tkachuk, who traded 
punches with Evander Kane in a fierce second-period bout. 

“So, we expected their push, their jump. Our second period gave us a 
chance in the third, it’s just a couple of costly mistakes ended up in the 
back of the net.” 

The fans got their wish for offence in period two as the teams scored five 
times, three by the Senators, who kept hanging around. 

Sanderson put a low shot past Jack Campbell to tie the game at 1-1, but 
Hyman restored the Edmonton lead on a penalty shot, quickly shifting to 
his backhand before lifting the puck over Forsberg. 

On a ridiculous solo effort by McDavid while shorthanded, the visitors 
moved up 3-1. McDavid checked Thomas Chabot in the Ottawa end, 
stole the puck, spun and fired a no-look backhand pass to Ryan McLeod, 
who fired it home. 

Witnesses barely caught their breath from that display, when the 
Senators scored on that same power play, a puck veering in off Claude 
Giroux in the goal crease. 

And then the unexpected – Erik Brannstrom scored his first goal in 120 
games. 

Brannstrom, who skates beautifully and does get shots away, had not 
scored all season before his wrister from the top of the circle beat 
Campbell to the glove side. 

After the game, Brannstrom said it felt good to finally score, but his 
deadpan voice gave away his deep concern for friend and fellow Swede 
Forsberg. 

“It sucks,” Brannstrom said. “I haven’t heard an update yet, but I’m 
feeling it for Forsy – he’s close to me, too. Yeah, it sucks.” 

The captain had high praise for his fallen goalie. 

“Just the way he takes care of himself, on and off the ice, his preparation 
and how great of a pro he is – how good of a person he is,” Tkachuk 
said. 

“You never like to see (an injury like) that. He’s a leader and it just sucks 
to see that.” 

The Oilers outshot the Senators 40-29. The two teams came into the 
game ranked 1-2 on the power play but it hardly showed. Top-ranked 
Edmonton finished 1-for-5 and the No. 2 Sens were 1-for-4. 

McDavid and Leon Draisaitl combined for five points. Draisaitl finished 
with eight shots, but failed to bury any of them. He settled for two assists 
to go with No. 97’s 1-plus-2. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Breakthrough by Pelletier vs. Sabres could prove 
monumental for Flames 

 

Eric Francis  

 

BUFFALO – The race up the ice was epic. 

The finish, sublime. 

The moment, unforgettable. 

The impact, immense. 

Seven games into his NHL career, Jakob Pelletier finally scored his first 
goal Saturday, rewarding family and friends who drove 10 hours from 
Quebec to see it happen. 

As his parents, brother and others shed tears, embraced and exchanged 
high-fives, the 21-year-old winger unleashed a roar while celebrating a 
snipe that not only turned his fortunes as a Flame, but may have helped 
save a season hurtling toward the brink. 

It may turn out to be that momentous. 

After losses in Manhattan and Detroit earlier in the week, the Flames had 
opened the matinee in Buffalo down 2-0 after one period. 

As the darkest of clouds appeared to be forming around an offensively 
challenged team that saw Jacob Markstrom allow two goals on three 
shots, Pelletier exploded into action. 

Starting a 180-foot dash deep in his own zone, he outraced Victor 
Olofsson to create a 2-on-1, corralled a perfect pass from Nazem Kadri 
and calmly deposited it past Ukko-Pekka Luukonen. 

It was a moment Flames fans, and the first-round draft pick, have waited 
patiently for. 

“It was a 2-on-1, and I was like, ‘C’mon, Pelts, C’mon man, let’s go,’” 
beamed Pelletier of a burst of speed and goal he can talk about for 
years. 

“So, I skated and then I had a breakaway and I shoot and score. 

“I kind of blacked out. 

“It’s great. I know the past three or four games, I think I’ve had some 
good chances. So, tonight it feels pretty good.” 
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What followed was a shocking barrage of goals that included a Mikael 
Backlund finish 20 seconds later, and a Dennis Gilbert blast less than 90 
seconds after that. 

It turned the game and road trip on a dime. 

So dominating were the Flames, that the shot clock had them holding a 
remarkable 30-4 edge midway through a 7-2 win that was undoubtedly 
the team’s biggest of the season. 

Flames coach Darryl Sutter and the players wouldn’t say as much, but 
you could certainly see the relief in the room afterward, as the team was 
able to grab two crucial points in a tight playoff race that now has them 
clinging to the final wild-card spot. 

The smiles on their faces had plenty to do with how they did it, and who 
their scoring heroes were. 

Gilbert, the man with the eventual game-winner, is a recent call-up from 
the Buffalo area who was playing in front of over 100 family members 
and friends for his first pro game at KeyBank Center, where he’d played 
the city high school championships years earlier. 

“I just tried to hit it hard,” he said of the drop pass he hammered home 
early in the second period. 

“I’ll tell my kids one day it went bar down. They don’t ask how. 

“I was almost laughing it went in - it wasn’t a very good shot. 

“It’s not exactly my calling card.” 

The timing couldn’t have been better for his second NHL goal. 

“Guys feed off it,” said Sutter of the milestone moments that lifted his 
team. 

“(Pelletier) is such a likeable kid. 

“He starts below our goal line and ends up at their goal line. 

“I’ve said it all along about that kid, he’s got the energy and he’s got the 
spirit for the game. 

“He’s just a young kid, so it’s going to take time. 

“I don’t think it’s about confidence. 

“He sees the game good. As long as he gets more mature and stronger, 
his game will go along with it. 

“He will be a good player.” 

As one of the AHL’s leading scorers before being summoned last month, 
Pelletier said earlier in the week he felt it was time to finally start chipping 
in offensively. 

By game’s end, he had four shots in 15 minutes of ice time and was 
impactful at both ends of the ice, making several defensive plays as well. 

Good thing, as his audition may have been nearing an end had he not 
started being a productive member of a line with Jonathan Huberdeau 
and Kadri. 

“Obviously, Pelt’s got us going with the excitement of his first goal and 
kind of shifted the momentum a little bit,” said Flames forward Tyler 
Toffoli, who scored twice to reach the 20-goal plateau again as part of a 
three-point night that saw linemate Dillon Dube nab four points. 

“We were all joking that it was about time. 

“It finally happened. 

“I said to him after the game, ‘Congratulations. Don’t stop at one.’” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Xhekaj reinforces why Romanov became expendable in 
Canadiens' win over Islanders 

 

Eric Engels  

 

MONTREAL — For just a few seconds on Saturday afternoon, 
Canadiens fans at the Bell Centre got to pay tribute to Alex Romanov, a 
young defenceman who played each and every one of his 137 games 
(regular season and playoffs combined) like any one of them could be his 
last in a bleu, blanc et rouge uniform. 

But for 21:12 of this 4-3 overtime win for the Canadiens, who were 
wearing bleu poudre et bleu foncé jerseys (mercifully) for a last time this 
season, those fans got a pretty good glimpse of one of the biggest 
reasons the energetic, physical blue liner became expendable in the 
2022 draft-day deal that paved the way for Kirby Dach’s trade to 
Montreal. 

That was the amount of ice-time 6-foot-4, 238-pounder Arber Xhekaj 
played, and, if fans surveyed it closely, they’d have come away feeling 
that much more accepting of the move that sent such a beloved player 
out the door back in July. 

The stat sheet said Xhekaj was minus-2. The advanced statistics showed 
the Canadiens controlled less than 20 per cent of the shots at 5-on-5 
when he was on the ice. 

But, as head coach Martin St. Louis pointed out afterwards, what we saw 
from Xhekaj in the game painted a much clearer picture of how far this 
player has come since the beginning of the season. 

That Xhekaj, who was passed over in multiple NHL drafts, was even 
paired with David Savard and deployed against the Islanders’ top line of 
Josh Bailey, Bo Horvat and Mat Barzal for most of the afternoon said 
much. 

“He’s come a long way,” said Dach, who scored the goal that made it 3-3 
with 3:16 to play. “He’s been phenomenal all year, but he keeps getting 
better and better and better. He works so hard. He’s in the gym every 
day, he’s on the ice doing extra work with our skill guys or the D coach, 
Robi, or anything trying to improve. I’ve seen him do video all the time, 
whether I’m just walking through the locker room or he’s on the plane 
doing something. He’s pretty dialled into the craft and getting better.” 

The 21-year-old has been good all season but, stats be damned, he was 
better than good in this game—killing plays and offensive momentum for 
New York’s top line throughout, transitioning the puck to offence 
efficiently through his impressive skating and his unheralded passing, 
jumping into the offence at the right times, and having a presence on 
every shift. 

Xhekaj did get caught on the ice for Brock Nelson’s goal in the first 
period, and he was also out there for the goal that made it 3-2 Islanders. 

The one that ironically came off Romanov’s stick and got tipped in by 
Matt Martin. 

But Xhekaj was faultless on that play and the one that saw Nelson score, 
and he was flawless on several others. 

The Hamilton, Ont., native had three shots on goal in the game, was 
highly effective over his 1:22 on the power play, and he was a force in 
the intimidating way Romanov could be in his brief but exciting time as a 
Canadien—registering three punishing hits. 

“I think there’s a lot more space out there when you have him,” said 
Dach. “I think it definitely speaks to a lot of respect that he’s gained in 
this league, and he’s done it the hard way. He’s fought a lot of the 
heavyweights. He’s had to fight and scratch and claw his way to the NHL, 
and he continues to do that every night. 
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"I think that’s what makes him so effective is that he’s never taking a 
night off. He doesn’t take it for granted. He’s here to work and earn a 
spot and continue to earn a spot, and it definitely helps our guys play a 
little bit bigger, a little bit taller, and definitely gives you a little more time 
and space out there and makes guys second guess when they maybe 
have you in a vulnerable spot or your head’s down and they want to bury 
you, because then they’ve gotta deal with Arber.” 

But dealing with Xhekaj as a player—and not just a puncher—is 
becoming a lot harder, and that’s a function of the opportunity the 
Canadiens are giving him. 

“Obviously, they’re trusting me to play against those top guys, and it 
makes me believe in my game,” he said. “It comes with me believing in 
myself, too. And I’m learning so much.” 

St. Louis and Canadiens defence coach Stephane Robidas paired 
Xhekaj with Stanley Cup winner Joel Edmundson for several games 
earlier this season, and he’s gaining quality experience with Savard now. 

“I always say you can’t buy those reps, and I know it’s a tough task 
(facing top lines),” St. Louis said. “Him and Savvy are paired together 
and Jaco is very comfortable playing with a veteran like Savvy. Savvy 
makes him very comfortable during the game and probably does some 
correction on the bench with him, so I think these reps with him, at that 
pace and against those players, is so valuable because not only is he 
experiencing them live and in the trenches but he’s also experiencing 
them with Savvy. And I think Savvy does a lot of coaching.” 

Dach said he gained so much from that type of experience in his first 
years playing with Blackhawks Jonathan Toews, Patrick Kane, Brandon 
Saad and Andrew Shaw in Chicago, and look at how he’s applying it now 
during this breakout campaign with the Canadiens. 

Xhekaj is at the beginning of that journey, and he’s navigating it so well. 

When general manager Kent Hughes traded Romanov to the Islanders 
for one of the picks he flipped to get Dach out of Chicago, he rattled off 
the list of young, promising defencemen the Canadiens had coming up 
the ranks to justify the move and he surprised a lot of people by including 
Xhekaj’s name. 

But no one is surprised anymore. And a game like the one Xhekaj had on 
Saturday is a big part of that. 

Fellow defenceman Mike Matheson might have played his best one as a 
Canadien and capped it with the game winner. His partner, Justin Barron, 
scored a beautiful goal. Jordan Harris and Johnathan Kovacevic had 
great offensive-zone presence throughout the afternoon. And David 
Savard blocked four shots, including two on a crucial penalty kill in 
overtime. 

But Xhekaj helped him shut down New York’s top line at even strength 
and put in the type of versatile performance that will continue to make 
him a fan favourite for years to come. 
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TSN.CA / It will be special': Leafs' Woll set for home debut 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs held a media availability on Saturday afternoon 
at Scotiabank Arena. Mark Masters has more. 

Joseph Woll played his first four NHL games last season with each one 
coming on the road.  

"I haven't had a ton of opportunities to play in front of a massive crowd 
cheering for you," the Leafs goalie told TSN. "I've had some experiences 
at the World Juniors and stuff where they were cheering for Canada. It 
feels like I'm always on the other end of the big crowd. So, I'm excited to 
play in that atmosphere. Ever since I was drafted by Toronto, you dream 
of playing in front of the home crowd. It will be pretty special." 

Selected by Toronto in the third round of the 2016 draft (62nd overall), 
Woll finally gets his chance to lead the Leafs onto the ice for a game at 
Scotiabank Arena on Saturday night.  

"I'm very excited," he said. "I've learned a lot over the past year. I feel like 
I'm a very different goalie and very different person even from a year ago. 
I'm proud of that growth ... The thing I'm most proud of is my process. 
Regardless of the results and the outcome, I've done a good job of 
controlling what I can control and keeping a steady mindset." 

An ankle injury sustained by Matt Murray opened the door for Woll to get 
this opportunity, but there's no doubt the 6-foot-3 St. Louis native earned 
it. He's posted a 13-1-0 record and .930 save percentage with the 
Toronto Marlies. When the Leafs were off for the recent break, Woll 
attended the American Hockey League all-star event where he was the 
top goalie in the skills competition. 

"The biggest difference has probably been mental and my ability to stick 
with my process and figure out what works for me and staying 
consistent," said Woll, who posted a .907 save percentage over 15 
games with the Marlies last season. 

Sheldon Keefe senses a more confident player in this latest call-up.  

"He's played in the NHL and done well in the NHL," the Leafs coach said 
referencing Woll's 3-1-0 record with the Leafs. "And he's been 
outstanding, virtually perfect, in the AHL. He's a guy who's dealt with a lot 
here in his pro career in terms injuries and adversity. He's found his way 
through that and I think he's feeling good so, for all those reasons, we're 
excited to get him in tonight."  

    Joseph Woll: the best Goaltender at the AHL All Stars Skills 
Competition (15/18 attempts saved across three events) 
pic.twitter.com/m4FxLrnJEv 

    — katie (@itsmitchmarney) February 6, 2023 

Woll could have made his return to the NHL earlier this season when 
both Murray and Ilya Samsonov missed time due to injury, but it was Erik 
Kallgren who got the call. Woll was sidelined himself at the time as he 
worked his way back from shoulder surgery. He also sustained an ankle 
injury while rehabbing. Woll didn't make his season debut with the 
Marlies until Nov. 25.  

"It offered a good opportunity to take some time with the mental side," he 
said of the injuries. "I've talked about meditation before and that's a big 
thing for me as well as working with our sports psychologist and people 
like that. I've learned a lot over the past few years being in this 
organization. I especially feel like I've had a lot of growth in the past 
year." 

The Boston College product started meditating after a rocky first 
professional season with the Marlies in 2019-20. 

"It's kind of funny," he said. "It's almost like I'm meditating on the ice. 
When I'm out there, my goal is to be out of my mind and in my vision and 
just really in the moment. I think that's what meditation has been for me. 
It allows myself to stay in the moment and not let intrusive thoughts and 
different things pull me from my focus. So, for me, it's been very 
important for developing my focus and maintaining it while I'm on the ice. 
So, it is kind of like meditation out there, which is pretty cool." 

Woll enjoyed the ultimate pre-scout on Friday night as he watched the 
Columbus Blue Jackets fire 30 shots on Samsonov, who posted a 
shutout. The Blue Jackets will be in Toronto on Saturday to wrap up a 
rare home-and-home set.   
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"The more you can familiarize yourself with a team definitely helps, you 
know, to be able to see some of their tendencies," Woll said. "But, again, 
with my process I'm confident I'll get a good look regardless of whether 
we were playing them or not."  

Set for first home start, Leafs' Woll credits meditation for breakthrough 

Joseph Woll is set to make his first ever home start in the NHL on 
Saturday. "I'm excited to play in that atmosphere," the 24-year-old told 
TSN. "Ever since I was drafted by Toronto, you dream of playing in front 
of the home crowd. It will be pretty special." Woll credits meditation for 
helping him get off to a strong start in the AHL this season. "It's kind of 
funny," he explained. "It's almost like I'm meditating on the ice." 

--- 

Friday marked the ninth straight appearance for Samsonov, who will 
finally get a game off on Saturday. He has been stellar at home this 
season with a 15-2-1 record and a .924 save percentage. Any advice for 
his young understudy?  

"Just to enjoy," Samsonov told TSN. "[Any] time you play in Scotiabank, 
this is awesome. I never see better place to play hockey because fans is 
great. Atmosphere is so nice. I'm a little bit jealous, but I'm so happy for 
him and good luck. Good luck is really important too." 

With the win in Columbus, Samsonov improved his road record to 3-4-1 
with a .903 save percentage. He's well aware of the difference in his 
home-road splits.  

"Yeah, yeah, yeah, I know," he said with a smile on Friday night. "It's 
really important. I think about this before nap. But, I like it today." 

"He was solid," said Keefe. "I don't think we gave up a great deal. The 
biggest save of the night for me was right after we made it 2-0. They get 
maybe their best chance of the game with that pass out to [Vladislav] 
Gavrikov. That is a huge save. It can obviously bring it back to a one-goal 
game with them getting some life. Instead of that happening, we get that 
save and, shortly thereafter, we make it 3-0. That was a big moment. It 
was good to see him stay with it." 

Samsonov admitted to feeling the effects of a long layoff. 

"Seriously, so hard," the 25-year-old said with a grin and a grimace. 
"Like, hard breathing. You didn't feel net. You just play like old-school 
goalie. I'm happy we win. I feel awesome right now. Next game, for sure, 
will be easy. This is more team win. How we play, this is great. We 
blocking shot. We in offensive zone a lot of time. We play great. I want to 
say, 'Thank you,' for team." 

Samsonov on shutout vs. Jackets: The team played great in front of me 

TSN Maple Leafs reporter Mark Masters caught up with Ilya Samonsov 
after his shutout against the Blue Jackets in Toronto's first game back 
from the All-Star break. 

--- 

Mitch Marner got the Leafs off on the right foot by recording an amazing 
assist on the opening goal. With the puck on his stick in the slot, Marner 
looked set to deliver a pass to William Nylander on his left. Nylander had 
his stick up and was ready to hammer a slap shot. But defenceman 
Andrew Peeke got his stick out at the last second so Marner sauced the 
puck to John Tavares who was cutting to the net on his right.  

"He looked Willy off there and came to me," Tavares said. "I was a little 
surprised. But just always stay ready when he's got the puck." 

"It was an elite play by an elite player," said Keefe. "A lot of people 
would've expected him to move it on the other side, but he found John. It 
was an elite finish by John as well with an elite touch to get it into the top 
of the net. It was a big goal for us." 

Marner also made a beautiful pass to set up a second goal by Tavares in 
the third period. The dynamic winger showed no signs of rust coming off 
the break.  

"I mean, same old, right," Tavares said. "He just has so many tricks in his 
bag ... Great plays and happy to finish them off." 

'Elite play by an elite player': Marner surprises Tavares with sweet setup 

Mitch Marner made a beautiful play to set up John Tavares for the 
game's opening goal on Friday. "He just has so many tricks in his bag," 
Tavares said. "He looked Willy off there and came to me. I was a little 
surprised." William Nylander appeared to be open, but Jackets 
defenceman Andrew Peeke made a nice play to take him away so 
Marner adjusted. "It was an elite play by an elite player," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe. 

--- 

Tavares passed the player-of-the-game belt to Pierre Engvall, who 
scored the team's second goal.  

"He's just been playing really strong and he's got the puck a lot," Tavares 
noted. "He's attacking the net. He's finding his linemates. Just a lot of 
good things happening with him and his line out there. He had a big goal 
and created numerous chances to extend it even before. Great to see 
him playing the way he is." 

It was the first time Engvall received the belt.  

"It felt good," the Swede said. "Felt really good. As a line we did a pretty 
good job and got some good quality looks. It's because we're working 
hard and have some good chemistry." 

Engvall has scored in two of the last three games and both times he's 
punched the glass afterwards.  

"A new thing for me," he said with a smile. "A new celly for me." 

Engvall finished with a season high six shots. He also logged effective 
minutes shorthanded, including setting up Zach Aston-Reese for a great 
shorthanded chance.  

Shots favoured the Leafs 10-3 in the 9:30 of time the line of Engvall, 
David Kampf and Joey Anderson spent on the ice.  

"The Kampf line was outstanding," Keefe said. "They were on it all night. 
Defensively they were good. Offensively they were on top of the puck."  

NHL: Maple Leafs 3, Blue Jackets 0 

John Tavares scored twice, and Ilya Samsonov made 30 saves for his 
third shutout of the season as the Maple Leafs beat the Blue Jackets in 
the first of a home-and-home, and their first game back from the All-Star 
break. 

--- 

The Leafs will make no lineup changes on Saturday, Keefe confirmed. 

TSN.CA LOADED: 02.12.2023 


