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Rink 101: How the Stadium Series ice at Carter-Finley Stadium is made, and maintained 

By Chip Alexander 

Derek King figures he has been a part of 20 outdoor hockey 
games with the NHL, so he has the logistics down to 
something of an art form. 

King, the league’s senior director of facility and hockey 
operations, takes 3,000 gallons of glycol coolant and 20,000 
gallons of water and a crew of about 200 workers and builds 
a hockey rink in an outdoor stadium, one fit for a game in any 
temperature. 

The NHL has played an outdoor game at Dodger Stadium, in 
warm, sunny Southern California. It once staged a game in 
Michigan where it was so cold at night, heaters were needed 
to keep the ice surface from cracking. 

Odds are, holding a game at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium in February isn’t a bigger challenge. When the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Washington Capitals face off 
Saturday at 8 p.m, in the 2023 NHL Stadium Series game, 
the stadium’s playing rink and ice surface should be much 
like the one nearby at PNC Arena. 

The building of the rink is an interesting if complex process. It 
began at Carter-Finley on Feb. 6, when the NHL’s Mobile 
Refrigeration Unit, housed in a 53-foot-long trailer, arrived at 
the stadium. 

“We have two compressors and about 300 tons of 
refrigeration, more than enough capacity to build an outdoor 
rink,” King said. 

First, workers installed armor decking the length of the 
football field at Carter-Finley, end zone to end zone. Then 
comes the building of the “stage decking” where the rink is 
positioned on the field, with more than 240 aluminum ice 
trays put into place before the ice-making begins. 

Pipes are extended from the refrigeration unit at the “Ice 
Truck” to the stadium field level. More than 10,000 gallons of 
water is needed for each inch of thickness, and the ice 
surface is constantly being sprayed. 

King said the ice at the Carter-Finley rink would be two or 
more inches thick, thicker than in PNC Arena, to guard 

against the fickleness of the weather and King said to “be on 
the safe side.” 

Keeping the ice from melting 

The ice temperature: 22 degrees, which the NHL maintains 
with 3,000 gallons of coolant from the refrigeration truck that 
is recirculated through the trays. Sensors are used to monitor 
the temperature and keep it at 22. 

The NHL, to protect the ice sheet against the sun, often uses 
inflated tarps. The ice work is done at night. 

“We’re really not going to fight Mother Nature because she’s 
going to dictate what we do throughout this build,” King said. 

Add in the advertising dashboards in the stadium, the boards 
around the rink, team benches, penalty boxes, et al., and it 
looks like a regulation NHL hockey rink. The game at Carter-
Finley will be the 37th NHL regular-season outdoor game — 
the first in North Carolina and for the Hurricanes. 

“Obviously it’s going to be lots of fun,” Hurricanes forward 
Andrei Svechnikov said. “The crowd is going to be so big and 
I’m sure they’re going to cheer very hard. For us, once you 
step on the ice, you just play your game.” 

Having the ice ready for the players is King’s job. 

“It’s definitely exciting,” King said. “This is what we do. We 
love building rinks in different venues. It’s really cool.” 

Carolina Hurricanes outdoor game rink by the numbers 

2 — In inches, thickness of the ice for outdoor rink 

14 — Members of NHL ice crew 

22 — In degrees, the temperature of the ice 

66.67 — Length, in yards (200 feet) of regulation NHL ice 
hockey playing surface 

120 — Length, in yards, counting the end zones, of Wayne 
Day Family Field at Carter–Finley Stadium 

200 — Workers needed to install rink 

3,000 — Gallons of glycol coolant used. 

20,000 — Gallons of water needed for two inches of ice. 
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Weekend NHL rankings: Are the Oilers emerging as Western Conference favorites? 
By Sean McIndoe 

Saturday was fun, right? Fourteen games, running all day 
long, with a nice mix of matchups and reasonably staggered 
starting times. Mix in a handful of afternoon games yesterday 
before the NHL cleared out for the Super Bowl, and it all 
added up to a good weekend to be a hockey fan. 

Let’s embrace the fun, by skipping the usual analysis and 
using our bonus five to relive some cool stuff that you may 
have missed if you were locked in on a football game. 

Top five cool things that happened over the weekend 

5. The Lightning beat the Stars in a Stanley Cup final 
rematch (and maybe preview) — In the best matchup of the 
weekend, Tampa got the regulation win, but Dallas carried 
most of the play. That makes this one of those games where 
you can draw whatever conclusion you were already 
predisposed to. 

4. The Flames flex on the Sabres — When Calgary spotted 
Buffalo an early 2-0 lead, it felt like we were headed towards 
another missed opportunity for a team that desperately 
needs points. Instead, they woke up during the first 
intermission and went 1989 mode the rest of the way, 
scoring seven unanswered goals to stay in the wild-card mix 
in the West. Meanwhile, the Sabres are fading fast. Who 
cursed you, Buffalo? Oh, right. 

3. Artemi Panarin goes wild — Panarin has had a weird year, 
starting off great and then kind of fading under the radar. For 
a while there, when you heard his name it was probably in a 
discussion about him being Patrick Kane bait. But on 
Saturday, he reminded us that he’s still one of the best 
offensive wingers in the game. 

2. That thing your team did — And you thought I never 
watched them. 

1. The Kings stomp the Penguins on Dustin Brown night — 
I’m a sucker for a jersey retirement, and Saturday was 
Brown’s turn in the spotlight. (There may also have been a 
statue involved, but I can’t discuss that as per that Kings fans 
restraining order.) Brown’s old team celebrated by absolutely 
rolling the Penguins, with Adrian Kempe recording a three-
goal period and a four-goal game. In a fun twist, both 
milestones were the first for a King since Brown himself. And 
as an added bonus, we even got to see Sidney Crosby get 
kicked out of a game for the first time in his career, in what 
I’m assuming was his own personal tribute to Brown. 

All in all, a very solid weekend. On to the rankings … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

If you missed it, the trade board was updated again over the 
weekend. Which stars should your team acquire? Spoiler 
alert: All of them. 

5. New Jersey Devils (34-13-5, +43 true goals differential*) 
— The Jack Hughes injury made for a tough week, although 
a prognosis of week-to-week isn’t the end of the world when 
you’re already locked into a playoff spot. Does it add any 
pressure to get a deadline deal for someone like Timo Meier 
done early? Probably not, although the Devils still feel like 
the leader in that race. 

In other news, a familiar face has emerged as a favorite to 
buy the Washington Commanders. 

4. Dallas Stars (30-14-10, +42) — They lost a close one to 
the Lightning, and we won’t overreact to that given how it all 
played out. They do need to get the power play back on 
track, though. 

Something that we haven’t really mentioned much so far, but 
will have to start reckoning with soon: The disparity between 
the two conferences. This is the fourth straight week that the 
Stars are the only Western team in our top five, and on one 
level that doesn’t feel unreasonable. If anything, the 
standings say that it’s even more lopsided, with the six top 
teams in the league in terms of points percentage all being in 
the East. The West is just the weaker conference this year. 

But this ranking isn’t meant to mimic the standings. It’s 
supposed to be about who’s going to win the Stanley Cup, 
and until I get put in charge and fix the playoff format, that 
means the final is going to be one team from each 
conference. If the East is better, that just means that path is 
tougher. Doesn’t the second-best team in a weak conference 
have a better shot at the Cup than the fourth-best in a loaded 
one? Not according to our rankings, at least so far, but that 
can’t last forever. As we get closer to the finish line and start 
thinking about potential matchups, we’re going to have to 
start to see more balance between East and West. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning (34-16-2, +34) — They beat the 
Stars, have moved into second in the Atlantic, their first-
round opponent is back to losing to last-place teams, and the 
Bruins are looking at least a little bit mortal lately. It all adds 
up to the highest ranking they’ve had yet this season. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (34-10-8, +32) — Did you know they 
have an outdoor game this week? Yeah, I was surprised too. 
Apparently, it’s on Saturday, at a college football stadium. 
Nobody knows who they’re playing, but there’s a week of 
events around the game and it will be a cool experience for 
local fans, which is the main point of these things now. 

1. Boston Bruins (39-8-5, +81) — Despite losses in four of 
five, the other rankings think that the Bruins are the only 
team that doesn’t need to do anything at the deadline. It’s 
hard to argue. Still, not needing a move doesn’t mean you 
can’t make one anyway, because the Stanley Cup sure 
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seems to be sitting there for the taking for this team. I still 
think the Bruins take a big swing. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Edmonton Oilers — Is it time? 

With the Golden Knights looking extremely vulnerable, the 
Flames unable to get over the hump, and the Kings and 
Kraken chugging along as decent but flawed contenders, is it 
time to declare the Oilers the class of the Pacific and put 
them in the top five? 

My answer to the second half of the question is obviously no 
since you just read the list and Edmonton wasn’t on it. But 
it’s more of a “not yet”, and maybe even a “not yet, but soon”. 
And as for the Pacific, yes, I now think it’s the Oilers’ division 
to lose. 

A lot of that is based on their run before the break when they 
reeled off six straight wins to climb the standings. A week off 
can often serve as a reset for streaking teams, and the 
results over the weekend were mixed, with a win in Ottawa 
followed by yesterday’s lackluster loss in Montreal. But this is 
now looking far more like the team that rolled in the second 
half of last season, rather than the one that struggled through 
much of the first half of this one. Evander Kane is back, Jack 
Campbell has been better, and Jay Woodcroft is working 
some of that early-2022 magic that made him a Jack Adams 
candidate over the summer. And as much as we tend to joke 
about this being a team of two superstars and a bunch of 
plugs, that’s just not the case, with Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
and Zach Hyman both well on their way to career years. 

The days of worrying about making the playoffs seem pretty 
definitively over. Now the question shifts to: How far can they 
go? They haven’t passed the Knights in the standings yet, 
but that’s only a matter of time, and the top seed in the West 
isn’t completely out of the picture. This is a team that won 
two rounds last year, remember, and things sure seem to be 
setting up even better this time around. And now, reports say 
they could be in deep on Erik Karlsson. Just take a minute to 
imagine Karlsson sending stretch passes to a streaking 
Connor McDavid and then figure out who’s going to stop 
them. 

Of course, it’s the Oilers. For decades now, whenever it 
seems like things are going well, there’s another twist around 
the corner. That could still be the case; this team looks good, 
but they certainly don’t look unstoppable. But for now, at 
least, they’re starting to emerge as Western favorites. And 
yeah, pretty soon we might have to see them in the top five. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

We had an ugly scene in Ottawa on Saturday as Anton 
Forsberg tore up both knees and is out indefinitely, likely for 
the season. That may snuff out any lingering hopes that the 
Senators could make a late push, and could also make them 
less likely to dangle Cam Talbot at the deadline. 

5. San Jose Sharks (17-26-11, -42) — So yeah, Karlsson to 
the Oilers. It makes a certain kind of sense for Edmonton, 

and as I’ve argued before, the Sharks should be looking at 
any opportunity to get out of the rest of that contract. 
Everyone still seems to think it’s unlikely, but it sure feels like 
we’ve moved out of impossible territory. 

4. Arizona Coyotes (17-28-8, -47) — They got everyone’s 
attention by scratching Jakob Chychrun on Saturday, and 
even coming right out and saying it was trade related. We 
didn’t get a deal, but it sounds like one is very close. 
Meanwhile, this piece from Marc Antoine has some 
interesting insight into what goes on behind the scenes 
during a tank. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (17-31-6, -88) — I’ll be nice and not 
mention yesterday’s game in Vegas. Instead, here are two 
interesting pieces that caught my eye for Ducks fans this 
week: Shayna on this summer’s crop of RFAs, which 
includes Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry, and Eric on a 
somewhat surprising potential destination for John Gibson. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (16-33-4, -69) — It finally 
happened: Kirill Marchenko got an assist. Congratulations to 
Blue Jackets fans and/or condolences on the dream being 
dead. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (16-30-5, -59) — The Rangers being 
(presumably) out on Patrick Kane is a big deal. He sure 
didn’t seem thrilled about it, suggesting that New York was 
one of his preferred destinations. We don’t know how long 
that list is — or whether it has any teams left on it. Even if we 
assume he’s still open to a move, the Hawks have lost one of 
their key bargaining partners, which could impact the final 
asking price. 

I get why Kyle Davidson has waited on making this move. It’s 
a big one that will take time to come together, Kane was hurt, 
he has to navigate a tricky no-move situation, and there are 
all sorts of history and nostalgia here to navigate. But it sure 
looks like the patient approach may have cost the Hawks 
one of the best cards in their hand. 

Not ranked: St. Louis Blues — So it’s officially over. Has 
been for weeks, maybe months if we’re being honest. But the 
Vladimir Tarasenko trade made it official; there won’t be any 
second-half miracles like we saw in 2019. The Blues are 
tapping out, and it’s the right move. 

Cool. So now where does Ryan O’Reilly go? He’s the 
second of their two big pieces to move and could be the 
most valuable depending on how the market shakes out. So 
get on that, Doug Armstrong. No point in waiting. (Ignores 
the faint voice of James Duthie begging Armstrong to wait.) 

For what it’s worth, Pierre thinks he’ll hold off because there 
isn’t a no-trade clause to worry about and there are strategic 
reasons to try to space big deals out. Fair enough. Russo 
reminds us not to rule out the possibility of an extension 
instead. That might make sense too, although it’s hard not to 
look at the standings and see the Blues as a team that could 
be one losing streak away from dropping past Montreal and 
Vancouver and maybe even getting into the bottom five 
lottery mix with the Sharks. How’s this year’s draft? I feel like 
I heard that it was good. 

So yeah, Armstrong still has at least one tough decision to 
make, and probably a few smaller ones along with it. But he 
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got one big item off his to-do list this week and gave us all a 
blockbuster to chew on.

Ranking the top 50 drafted NHL prospects: Logan Cooley leads Scott Wheeler’s 2023 list 
By Scott Wheeler 

Welcome, for a sixth straight year, to my ranking of the 
NHL’s best prospects at The Athletic. 

This two-piece, twice-a-year project ranks the league’s top 
50 drafted skaters and top 10 drafted goalies (released 
tomorrow) each offseason and then again at the midseason 
point. 

If you’re new to my work, it’s worth noting that the criteria I 
use for defining an NHL prospect versus an NHL player does 
not align with the NHL’s criteria for rookies. The NHL’s 
definition says that once a prospect has played 25 games in 
a single NHL season, six or more NHL games in multiple 
seasons or has turned 26, he is no longer considered a 
rookie. My criteria differs on both the games played and the 
age front to better reflect what we know about developmental 
curves. 

Under my criteria, to be eligible for inclusion, a skater must: 

1. Be under 23 years old. We know that by the time a player 
turns 23, he is largely done with the steep upward 
progression we see in prospects and will begin to plateau. 
2. Not be a full-time NHL player. This is the arbitrary section 
of the criteria. Here, I trust my judgment for whether or not a 
rostered NHL player is still likely to bounce between levels 
more than I trust any pre-determined games played before 
the cutoff. Preference for inclusion as an NHL prospect is 
more likely to be given to teenagers than 22-year-olds. 
3. Either be signed to an NHL contract or selected in the 
entry draft, without the expiration of either of those rights. 
Players who are signed to AHL contracts are not considered. 

A total of 11 prospects from last year’s list have since 
graduated to the NHL: Owen Power, Matty Beniers, Kent 
Johnson, Cole Perfetti, Juraj Slafkovsky, Jake Sanderson, 
Mason McTavish, Wyatt Johnston, Jack Quinn, Kaiden 
Guhle and Peyton Krebs. 

This edition of my top 50 drafted prospects ranking includes 
22 players from the 2022 draft, 13 from the class of 2021, 10 
from 2020, three from 2019 and two soon-to-be-graduates 
from 2018 (splits which line up well with expected annual 
turnover). It is made up of 35 forwards and 15 defensemen 
(of which 10 are lefties and five are righties), which is one 
more defenseman and one fewer forward than the summer 
ranking. 

The Wild and Blue Jackets lead the way with four ranked 
prospects apiece. Seven teams don’t have a prospect on the 
list: the Golden Knights (though Lukas Cormier would have 
been one of the next D to crack it), Capitals (though Ivan 
Miroshnichenko was one of the final cuts and will likely 
appear on future lists), Panthers, Islanders, Penguins, 
Lightning and Avalanche. 

1. Logan Cooley, C, 18 (Arizona Coyotes — No. 3, 2022)  
July 2022 rank: No. 5 (change: +4) 

The second-most productive under-19 skater in college 
hockey on a points-per-game basis this year to only Adam 
Fantilli, Cooley is a one-and-done candidate who has a real 
chance to become the top player out of the 2022 draft class. 

He’s a beautiful, flowing skater capable of beating defenders 
off the mark, circling the zone to get defenders watching him 
with the puck, and manipulating them with his footwork and 
maneuverability in tight spaces. He’s got an uncanny ability 
to side-step and hop around oncoming players at speed. 
He’s got a great sixth sense for timing and spacing around 
the offensive zone which frees him to accept passes or 
jumps him onto rebounds. He regularly flashes skill to the 
inside, slicing to the middle and pulling pucks through or 
around defenders. He’s also a Swiss Army knife player who 
combines NHL speed and skill with a working attitude to 
push the pace, make plays, win races, stay involved and get 
onto the ice in all situations. 

I love his tempo and feel for the game out there. His touch 
with the puck and hands both get high grades. His skating 
(particularly his change of pace) and energy level are both 
differentiators, and those things make for a pretty compelling 
package. 

The transition game into the offensive zone. The cleverness 
and inventiveness. The dexterity. The escapability. The 
vision off the wall. He can play interior or exterior and 
protects the puck from sticks as well as any prospect on this 
list. He’s incredibly crafty in control. He can stickhandle in a 
phone booth. He creates problems for defensemen attacking 
on angles and shifting at speed. He also has a scrappiness 
and effort level to his game that keeps him in the fight (you 
won’t find a scout who doesn’t like him because of that). 
There are times when he can force it just trying to will a play 
into existence, but that’s really the only nitpick with his game. 
His combination of drive, skill and skating makes him a tough 
mark and should make him an impactful playmaker in the 
NHL. 

2. Luke Hughes, LHD, 19 (New Jersey Devils — No. 4, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 2 (change: none) 

One of the most productive defensemen in college hockey in 
consecutive seasons, both as a teenager because of his 
Sept. 9 birthday, Hughes plays an effortless transition style, 
transporting pucks from A to B better than any D prospect in 
the sport. 

He’s got the stops and starts into a burst in a different 
direction. He’s got the step-back into his stance before 
adjusting onto his toes to change pace. He breezes through 
holes in the neutral zone. His skating makes him maybe the 
sport’s most active offensive defenseman while helping him 
snuff out more and more rushes so that he can lead them 
back the other way and then create inside the offensive zone 
with his feet moving. 
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Add in the killer instinct that he has developed on the attack 
and he’s nearly impossible to contain off the line or stop on 
entry at the blue line. The fluidity of his stride (which extends 
back fully when he’s pushing forward) and the airiness of his 
edgework will always define his game. They allow him to 
draw attention, force opposing players into puck-watching, 
and then open up the play for him. But he has also worked to 
fill out his 6-foot-2 frame, the learning he has done to find 
ways to get pucks from the perimeter to the inside (he used 
to spend too much time rotating around the zone but has 
really transformed his game to find ways to get to the inside), 
improved man-to-man and in-zone defense, and he’s starting 
to check more and more boxes to complement the natural 
ability. He’s almost never in trouble and even when he does 
make mistakes, he can quickly recover. 

Hughes is a true star prospect and a breath of fresh air to 
watch. There’s still the odd brain cramp, but his ability to 
steer and influence play defensively has come a long way, 
and he makes transporting pucks and making opposing 
players miss (with twists, spins, head and shoulder fakes, the 
way he sends his core one way preparing to load up his leg 
to go the other and break guys down peripherally) look too 
easy and effortless. He’s going to be a neutral zone monster 
and his game in the other two zones has really begun to 
refine nicely. 

3. David Jiricek, RHD, 18 (Columbus Blue Jackets — No. 6, 
2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 18 (change: +15) 

Jiricek has some extremely desirable attributes, marked by a 
booming point shot (it’s a bomb, and he does a really good 
job keeping it on target and a couple of feet off the ice), a 
strong, athletic 6-foot-3 frame, and a commanding on-ice 
presence. He’s a staunch man-to-man in-zone defender, he 
moves his feet well for his size (though I do worry about his 
stilted backwards skating/pivots and how often he gets 
caught flatfooted), and thrives in transition with his ability to 
both close out on gaps (less so than maintain them) with his 
length and aggression and lead a ton of rushes as an eager 
puck transporter (he’s a much better skater going forward). 

Offensively, he’s also a capable handler and distributor 
whose point shot is complemented by an aggressive 
approach. There are also some subtleties to his game (first 
passes that are almost never off-target, a sneaky-silky first 
touch, etc.). But his modus operandi is that he’s a confident, 
active, engaged three-zone player who has almost all of the 
tools you look for in a top defender. 

When his timing is on and he’s stepping up early to take the 
ice in the neutral zone, he can really dominate a game on 
both sides of the puck. He can be a little overzealous at 
times (offensively and defensively), but that eagerness to 
make something happen also defines his game and he’s a 
lot to handle when he builds a head of steam through his tall 
crossovers and starts circling the offensive game. He wants 
to dictate and influence the game on his terms, rather than 
wait for it to come to him (which can also come with waiting a 
little too long to make his decisions at the time, but is more 
often apparent in quick, aggressive choices). 

4. Simon Nemec, RHD, 18 (New Jersey Devils — No. 2, 
2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 4 (change: none) 

Nemec’s introduction to the Devils organization through the 
summer’s rookie camp, the fall’s rookie tournament, his first 
preseason, and then his first few weeks in the AHL, was 
actually a bit of a bumpy one. He struggled on the power 
play. He didn’t look like his usual self at five-on-five. He was 
just off, after a career to that point where he had looked 
ready for every new challenge — against professionals in 
Slovakia, as MVP at the Hlinka, as captain at the world 
juniors, even at men’s world championships. He really hit his 
stride in early December though, and he has been Utica’s 
best player for my money since then. Nemec’s statistical 
profile to this point in his career is, for his age, pretty much 
pristine. 

He’s a calculated and poised three-zone defender who is 
capable of organizing play from the top of the zone, 
executing through seams in coverage at a high level, and 
starting and leading his fair share of rushes. He’s got great 
edges and four-way mobility, which he uses to manipulate 
and steer play through intelligent routes on and off the puck. 

And he also regularly flashes sneaky deception, which 
blends beautifully with his rare maturity for his age. Though I 
wouldn’t say he’s a dynamic, game-breaking type 
offensively, I see plenty of calmness and talent. He knows 
when and how to push (and when and how to sit back and 
defend). He’s already got pro size, he plays a polished 
defensive game, and he’s a righty. I expect him to become 
the best defenseman out of Slovakia since Zdeno Chara and 
a first-pairing guy who plays an effective, efficient, play-
driving modern game. The game just comes easy to him, 
with everything happening in front of him and the ice tilted in 
his favour. It happens so subtly too. It’s short little passes, 
quiet steering of play, efficiency, and then a big moment 
when the team needs him, rather than constant flashes. His 
type of game is the direction the position should be going. 

5. Simon Edvinsson, LHD, 20 (Detroit Red Wings — No. 6, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 14 (change: +9) 

After an excellent post-draft season playing big minutes in 
the SHL and a leading role at the world juniors, Edvinsson 
has had a really strong first pro season in North America. 
This year’s Griffins are not good, and he has been impactful 
at both ends considering that context — and that he just 
turned 20. 

He has really cleaned up areas of his game that needed (and 
still need) some development. 

His ceiling is extremely high and is backed by a unique set of 
traits and skills for a 6-foot-6, 215-pound player (let alone a 
defenseman). These include his uncharacteristically soft 
hands and control of the puck, his fearlessness with and 
without it, and his strong foundational knowledge of how to 
use his towering frame to defend in a variety of ways (with a 
good, active stick, with step-up physicality when 
opportunities present themselves, with good neutral-zone 
gapping and steering, on box-outs, etc.). 
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If he can develop his shot (one of those areas that still needs 
work), continue to smooth out his game and make better 
choices with the consistency that he has begun to these last 
two seasons, the potential is there in spades. It has also 
been nice to see him begin to make more play-ending 
passes and create a ton of chances to add to his already-
dominant transition game, as a surprisingly confident carrier 
and transporter for a big man. 

I hate this cliche but you really can’t teach hands like his at 
that size. He tries things, he usually pulls them off and he’s 
extremely comfortable handling the puck under pressure. He 
has also found greater control of his gangly frame (he’s a 
good skater and always has been, but his stride can splay 
from the knees) and takes up a lot of space defensively. I like 
how vocal he is for his age out there — a sign of his 
confidence. I like how hard he makes it for players to get 
around him. I like how his head is always up (easier said 
than done when you’re as tall as he is). I like his creativity 
banking and playing pucks off the wall in the defensive zone. 

He’s going to be a very good — and different — player if he 
can maintain his take-charge mentality on both sides of the 
puck and put it all together at the NHL level. 

6. Brandt Clarke, RHD, 19 (Los Angeles Kings — No. 8, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 12 (change: +6) 

Clarke, one of my favorite prospects in the sport, is a player 
of quirks and faults, but also of talent and intrigue. His 
offensive-zone skill with the puck is rare. He’s a roving, 
confident, attacking defender with an uncanny ability to beat 
opposing players side-to-side, find his way into dangerous 
areas and then execute NHL-level plays to drive offense. 

He’s got some oddities, too. His knees knock. He rides on 
his inside edges. He’s not a natural athlete (though he has 
worked very hard to build out his frame and strength). But I 
don’t think any of those things are prohibitive to his 
development and he’s actually a better defender (the biggest 
misnomer about him tries to say otherwise) against the rush 
and inside his own zone than he gets credit for. 

Different isn’t necessarily a negative and I think that’s the 
case with Clarke. All of his little quirks make him the weird, 
fascinating, gifted player that he is. And I expect his 
intricacies will make him a special player at the next level, 
just like they have at every level below it. He’s got great east-
west vision, which he uses to frequently change the puck’s 
side. 

He has this way of getting into the spots to make something 
happen. I’ve often referred to him as a bit of a unicorn. He 
looks, at all times, completely unbothered by the stage or the 
pressure of opposing players. I think there are times when 
that can result in him trying to do too much, but you can live 
with it because it also produces some big plays in big 
moments. 

He’s also a loud, positive voice in the room. That personality 
matches his bold game (he tries and often pulls off difficult 
spin or flip passes). There are things about his game that 
may scare off the odd coach (which I’d argue has less to do 
with him than hockey’s misperceptions of what he is) but he 

can completely take over a game, and I admire his gumption 
and fearlessness. 

I also expect him to make significant progress as he 
continues to get stronger and sturdier. His statistical profile is 
sterling and has been reinforced by some earth-shattering 
production since returning to the Colts. He’s going to be a lot 
of fun to watch when he finds his body and game in the NHL 
if he’s allowed to play freely. 

7. Shane Wright, C, 19 (Seattle Kraken — No. 4, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 3 (change: -4) 

This has obviously been a weird season for Shane Wright. In 
the NHL, his on-ice results were better than his underlying 
numbers indicated. In the AHL, he scored some nice goals in 
short order but road a 36.4 percent shooting percentage to 
those totals, burying on four of 11 shots across five games. 
At the world juniors, a titanic performance in the gold medal 
game saved a snake-bitten tournament where he was 
probably owed more than what he got but was just good 
without being great and did most of his damage on the power 
play. And now, as I write this, he’s got 14 points in seven 
games in his return to the OHL following a trade from 
Kingston to Windsor (after missing a couple of games with a 
lower-body injury). 

I still really like the player, but I’ve softened on him as the 
No. 1 prospect in the 2022 draft (something that began last 
year when I debated ranking Simon Nemec and Logan 
Cooley atop my final draft board before holding on Wright). 

Wright is a well-built kid who boasts a wide gait and boxy 
shoulders that balance him over pucks. Those physical tools 
are complemented by a powerful wrist shot release (which 
he can get off from several stances and pops off of his 
blade’s heel or toe) and quick hands in traffic that allow him 
to take pucks off of the wall and create scoring chances to 
the interior. He’s also a most diligent three-zone player, with 
a decently-strong stride that helps him push play up ice 
(though its power is more evident the length of the sheet 
than from a standstill into a quick foot race, and he has 
struggled to change paces to create with his feet one-on-
one) when he’s done providing support low in his zone or 
above the puck. 

While his catch-and-release shot is his biggest weapon 
inside the offensive zone (I actually think he was owed a few 
more goals than his 35 on 290 shots last season, which has 
gone obviously bounced back and gone the other direction 
with some good luck this year), he does have some quiet 
creativity inside the offensive zone. Wright blends versatile 
skill with a heady, detailed game that will allow him to drive a 
line (despite not needing to have the puck all of the time) and 
be relied upon in all situations down the middle at the next 
level. He tracks back hard. 

There are times when scouts want to see him play with a 
little more fire and feistiness to really take over games and 
impose himself on the forecheck/in battles/into his shot, but 
his eye for detail off the puck puts him in a supportive role 
more often than an active chase, and that’s fine. 

I would still like to see him hang onto the puck a little more, 
but he does execute well on the give-and-go. He’s got pro 
tools, plays the length of the ice, and plays a desirable 
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position. Whether he can develop his individual skill and that 
change of pace that I talked about will be the difference 
between him being a solid top-nine centre and a top-of-the-
lineup one. 

8. Quinton Byfield, C, 20 (Los Angeles Kings — No. 2, 2020) 
July 2022 rank: No. 15 (change: +7) 

Byfield’s young career hasn’t played out exactly like anyone 
had drawn it up. But he was also one of the youngest players 
in his draft class, the pandemic necessitated time in the AHL, 
and then he suffered a couple of fluke injuries. And there just 
isn’t a young player in the sport quite like him through it all. I 
think there’s still reason for optimism that he can tap into his 
clear potential and become the top-end forward (I know the 
Kings have tinkered with him on the wing a little) with size 
that he projected as when he was drafted. 

He’s too good a skater and too big and strong and talented 
for his size not to put it all together. I have minor concerns 
about his processing and some of the bobbles that happen in 
his game when pace is ramped up, but there aren’t many 6-
foot-5, 220-pound players who can skate and make plays 
like him. Byfield’s blend of athleticism, speed, power, and 
finesse is just so rare. 

Are there kinks to his game that still need unwinding? Sure. 
He can get lost in no man’s land defensively a little. He has 
been a work in progress in the faceoff circle. But there are 
also plenty of things that distinguish him. His ability to play at 
full speed offensively, provide defensive and puck retrieval 
value on the forecheck, and generally push pace on the 
inside of the ice, to name just a few. 

He’ll surprise you with his creativity for his size, too. His wrist 
shot is dangerous from mid range (which we saw more of in 
the AHL this fall) when he has the time to get it off, though I 
think he’ll need to continue to improve on balancing his 
catch-and-release to get the most out of himself as a shooter 
in traffic when he’s playing off the puck. The payoff is still 
there, it’s just going to require a little more patience (as hard 
as that can be with a No. 2 pick, it’s just as important if not 
more). He is still just 20, even if it feels like he has been 
around for longer than that now. 

9. Logan Stankoven, C/RW/LW, 19 (Dallas Stars — No. 47, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 38 (change: +29) 

One of my favorite prospects from the 2021 draft class, the 
5-foot-8 Stankoven, who ranked 18th on my board, was 
named the CHL’s Player of the Year in his post-draft season 
after he scored 62 goals and 135 points in 76 regular-season 
and playoff games as Kamloops’ captain. 

Despite his height, he plays a bulldog, competitive, driven, 
forechecking style that sees him consistently beat bigger, 
stronger players in battles, or to loose pucks, or along the 
wall shedding past checks to keep the cycle alive and stay 
over top of pucks. 

Stankoven’s got this shuffled, compact stride that rattles him 
around the ice and requires a lot of energy exertion. But that 
energy defines his game. He’s strong in puck protection, 
leaning on his lead knee and pivoting to push under bumps. 
He’s a fire hydrant for his size, rarely getting knocked off 
balance. 

The wide gait to his stride also helps him sidestep 
defensemen with a head of steam, even if he’s not a 
speedster per se (though he does have legitimate perimeter 
speed and builds really quickly through his crossovers). And 
then from the top of the faceoff circles in, he’s a threatening 
creator who can crack a game open in a split second and 
who is even more dangerous the closer he gets to the 
hashmarks. 

He’s got a strong release. He can break down defenders in 
traffic. He’s a sneaky-good facilitator. He’s got clear power-
play upside, I think he’s got legitimate penalty-kill upside, and 
it’s not hard to imagine him as a third-line scorer who plays 
an honest game or high-skill top-six piece who can play the 
part of play-driver or play-finisher. He’s going to endear 
himself to fans, too. I don’t see his size as an issue. It’s an 
advantage in more ways than a disadvantage. 

Add in superb quick-draw acumen in the faceoff circle, the 
fact that he’s the hardest worker on every shift, his pace, his 
consistency, and how dominant he has become along the 
cycle/below the goal line and there’s very little not to like. He 
can beat you in straight lines, beat you in stop and starts to 
change directions, beat you standing still with his shot, or just 
outwork you. And he almost never gets knocked over. I 
expect him to play in the NHL next season after a run at the 
Memorial Cup. 

10. Matt Savoie, C/RW, 18 (Buffalo Sabres — No. 9, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 9 (change: -1) 

Savoie’s game has the potential to thrill. He’s got extremely 
quick side-to-side hands that help him beat defenders one-
on-one off of cuts. He’s got an NHL shot (which he can place 
with pinpoint accuracy from a bad angle and rip by a goalie 
clean from a distance, but he also loves to change up and 
slide five-hole). He does an excellent job creating plays to 
the slot out of traffic. He’s a burning skater with 
explosiveness and quick three-step acceleration that allows 
him to win races, separate in transition, and put defenders 
onto their heels, or dash through holes in coverage to the net 
(or draw a penalty). He’s a soft small-area passer who 
blends deception into his movements. 

And then on top of those things, he’s got a bit of a chip on his 
shoulder. He’s always engaged, he keeps his feet moving, 
he plays with a ton of energy, and he finishes all of his 
checks and knocks his fair share of players over despite 
being on the smaller side. He’s also sturdier on his feet than 
his listed height (5-foot-9) might suggest, which helps him 
play between checks. 

He hasn’t exploded offensively like some (myself included) 
maybe expected this season with the Ice, but some of that 
has to do with how balanced their team is up front (if they 
aren’t the Memorial Cup favorites, they’re close). I still see a 
dynamic, high-tempo, top-six, goal-creating package. He’s 
an exciting talent, with clear PP1 upside due to his 
shooting/skill package and clear five-on-five upside because 
of his skating and motor. Even in games where the points 
don’t fall, he’s almost always dangerous and threatening on 
the ice — and he’s seldom going to leave you wanting more. 
Because of the way he plays, I think he’s got a chance to 
stick at his natural center position in the NHL, too. His speed 
might even make him a useful penalty killer to give him all-
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situations value as well. I expect him to rise to the occasion 
on a deep playoff run and I’m looking forward to watching 
him as a big part of Team Canada at the 2024 world juniors 
in Gothenburg. 

11. Cutter Gauthier, C/LW, 18 (Philadelphia Flyers — No. 5, 
2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 35 (change: +24) 

Between a 10-point performance at the world juniors that 
somehow felt snakebitten, and leading the Eagles in goals 
and points as a freshman, this has been a solid post-draft 
season for Gauthier. 

The appeal of his game and makeup has always been 
obvious. Gauthier’s a net-focussed shooter but he has 
worked to turn himself into a net-driven one, playing a more 
intentional game that knows what it is. On the puck, he uses 
inside body positioning to get to the middle off the cycle or 
the rush. Off of it, he finishes his checks and looks to help his 
line get it back. 

I wouldn’t say he’s a menacing power forward type, but he 
plays a very engaged, imposing, speed game. Gauthier’s 
also a strong skater and despite his heavy skew toward 
shooting and goals, I find he sees the ice well, hits seams 
when they’re there, and makes a lot of short plays as a 
passer off the wall (including off his backhand). His greatest 
strength is his catch-and-release. He can sling it. I do think 
he shoots a bit too much (a lot of his shots miss the net or 
are taken from low-percentage areas), but you can live with 
that. He’s got a readymade, projectable game and can put 
the puck in the net. 

I fully expect Gauthier to be an impactful NHL player and 
scorer. I’m not sure he’ll be a star, and I’m not sure if I prefer 
him at the wing or center (I think I’d lean wing because of his 
play style as a shooter and strength along the wall, but with 
his skating and size the middle of the ice have some appeal, 
too), but he’s on a path to a nice career as a top-six forward. 

12. Kevin Korchinski, LHD, 18 (Chicago Blackhawks — No. 
7, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 30 (change: +18) 

Long, increasingly-smooth-skating, point-producing 
defensemen aren’t easy to come by and Korchinski has 
really settled into his ambitious, free-flowing game with a 
steep development curve over the last two seasons. He’s 
also got a June birthday, so he’s still got some runway to 
take advantage of. Korchinski handles the puck smoothly on 
his hip, his impressive footwork and maneuverability help 
him adjust to, away, and around pressure (both of which 
have come a long way), and then he’s a natural playmaker 
who can make something happen and facilitate out of all of 
his movement and carries. 

I like his stick and his ability to use his feet to defend the rush 
and disrupt play more and more (though he’s a better 
transition defender than a defensive-zone one). His hallmark 
has become his balance over his skates (an area that, 
astoundingly, was once a major concern before a growth 
spurt somehow straightened his posture out). 

He tries to guide play with and without the puck with his 
mobility, pivots and directional changes. He can take over a 
game with his ability to transport the puck and roam. He can 

stretch the ice on outlets. He reads the play quickly, which 
allows him to make hurry-up passes when a long carry 
sequence isn’t there for him. He sees the play develop inside 
the offensive zone at an advanced level and regularly hits 
cross-ice seams. Though his shot isn’t hard, he’s 
comfortable attacking into the slot. He’s also an underrated 
competitor who is willing to take a hit to make a play and 
fearlessly pursue pucks into corners. 

There’s still some fine-tuning that needs to happen, and he’s 
prone to the occasional brain cramp, but Korchinski doesn’t 
panic under pressure, he exits and enters the zone well, he 
controls play when he arrives there, he’s gaps up well in 
neutral ice, he sees it and handles it at an advanced level, 
he’s got shakes and shoulder fakes, and his ceiling is high 
(as high as No. 2 D and PP1 QB, I think) as a result. I’m 
looking forward to watching him in a leading role as the only 
returnee on Team Canada’s blue line at next year’s world 
juniors. 

13. Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, 19 (Anaheim Ducks — No. 10, 
2022) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

This fall, when I conducted a brief survey amongst CHL 
coaches and general managers for their two best 
defensemen in junior hockey, the top two Ducks on this list 
topped the ballots. And while Olen Zellweger would be the 
consensus pick for the best right now (note: the survey was 
conducted before Brandt Clarke was sent to Barrie by the 
Kings), Mintyukov’s probably the better prospect of the two 
by a hair. 

It took me some time last year to warm up to him (the 
coaching staff in Saginaw unleashed him in order to build his 
confidence and creativity, and that came with a lot of 
mistakes), but he eventually made a fan of me and of the 
scouting community at large with his play. Mintyukov is an 
adept three-zone player whose game tilts toward offense 
through his eagerness to engage in transition and off the 
offensive zone blue line. When he’s looking to be active, he 
can involve himself in all areas of the game. He’s also 
talented as both a handler and shooter. Add in an athletic 6-
foot-1 frame and there’s a lot to like. I do think he can play a 
little too much on instinct at times (both on offense and on 
defense) though and that, in concert with the fact that he’s a 
late birthday, left me slightly lower on him ahead of the draft 
than most (though I think I’m in about the same spot as the 
consensus after his tremendous post-draft season). As he 
continues to develop the decision-making aspect (which he’s 
already beginning to do with the title-chasing 67’s where he 
has less freedom), he’ll be able to contribute at both ends at 
five-on-five and potentially on both special teams as a top-
four guy long term in the NHL. 

14. Denton Mateychuk, LHD, 18 (Columbus Blue Jackets — 
No. 12, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 28 (change: +14) 

Mateychuk has built quite a reputation for himself in hockey 
circles for his ability to direct play and drive results when he’s 
on the ice. That style helped him work his way onto Team 
Canada’s U18 worlds team as an underager and has made 
him one of the top defensemen in junior hockey in the last 
two seasons. Those are among the many reasons he was 
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named Moose Jaw’s captain this year and will make him a 
big part of the 2024 Canadian world junior team in 
Gothenburg. 

He’s already a plus-level skater, which helps him escape 
pressure with his feet, push up ice in control, trail in 
transition, walk the line, and steer opposing players into 
tough spots despite not being the biggest guy. He’s the 
definition — or close — of the modern defenseman. 

Mateychuk pushes when he can and everything he does is 
done with poise and command. He plays a reliable and 
calculating game built around his mobility and sound 
decision-making. He defends at a high level and is strong 
over his 5-foot-11 frame. Plus he’s a July birthday so he’s got 
plenty of time to build on his strong foundation and develop 
his distinguishing qualities (namely his movement and 
control of the game). 

He just always seems to be involved in all three zones. I see 
a clear top-four upside and there’s nothing in his game that 
gives me pause in saying that. 

15. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, 18 (St. Louis Blues — No. 23, 
2022) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

One of the hottest prospects in hockey, Snuggerud has gone 
from B-plus prospect to A-grade prospect (or close) this 
season. 

Every piece of his game has elevated this year. Plus-shot 
(had that already). Plus-skill. Good enough skater. Hard on 
pucks. Hunts pucks. Consistently impactful. Finding ways to 
release and move as soon as he has made his play so that 
he can get open for the next one again. It’s all there right 
now. Add in an extra step from a standstill and he’s on an 
exciting path. 

We all should have seen it coming, maybe, too. When I 
polled last year’s U.S. NTDP players for their most 
underrated, he was basically the unanimous answer. Given 
that he played on a line with Logan Cooley and Cutter 
Gauthier, and a team that also featured other top forwards 
including speedy Frank Nazar and the likable Rutger 
McGroarty, him flying under the radar shouldn’t surprise. 

Snuggerud is a well-rounded three-zone player with a 
versatile offensive game who works as hard as anyone out 
there. His head is always up and on a swivel, even in 
congested areas. He’s good below the goal line and makes a 
lot of low-to-high plays into the slot to find cutting teammates 
for chances. He sticks with the play and follows shots to the 
net to get to rebounds, playing a determined forechecking 
game. He’s got a dangerous one-timer and catch-and-
release wrister but he doesn’t tunnel-vision for his shot, he 
sees the ice well, and he can make plays back against the 
grain. He’s got good hands, which help him make outside-in 
plays to beat defenders one-on-one more than he gets credit 
for. He uses space well and makes a lot of plays off of his 
backhand. 

And on top of it all he’s also got a pro frame to build upon 
and a June birthday that gives him good runway. With the 
right development, there’s a goal-scoring top-six winger 
there. 

16. Dylan Guenther, LW/RW, 20 (Arizona Coyotes — No. 9, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 21 (change: +5) 

Guenther is a beautiful skating winger who slices through 
holes and dashes past flatfooted defenders with ease. He’s a 
flowing player who excels in transition, crossing over to build 
speed, attacking on angles across the line and breezing 
through neutral ice in possession to make plays off the rush. 
And while he uses a pretty high grip on his stick, his quick 
hands flash side to side, he catches pucks into a shooting 
stance out of cuts with silky touch, and his shot is threatening 
from midrange because of its accuracy, variety (the curl-and-
drag, the direct wrister and the one-timer) and power (which 
has increased enough to be a weapon from long range fairly 
consistently now). 

He has also gotten stronger, adding to his multi-faceted 
offensive package off the flank. Inside the offensive zone, his 
ability to handle the puck in traffic, play pucks into space and 
shape and hide his shot all impress. So he’s not only capable 
of transporting the puck and leading the rush, but he then 
has the offensive acumen to make things happen once the 
play slows down inside the offensive zone. Add in good 
control of his inside and outside edges and the ability to 
shoot from multiple stances and there’s a lot to like about his 
upside as a projectable, playmaking top-six winger. There 
are times when I’d like to see him drive play more at five-on-
five than he does, but that will come with reps, confidence 
and maturity. 

17. Lane Hutson, LHD, 18 (Montreal Canadiens — No. 62, 
2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 46 (change: +29) 

If this seems bullish, that’s because it is. I was bullish when I 
ranked him 19th on my draft board. I was bullish when I 
ranked him in my top 50 drafted prospects ranking. And I’m 
as bullish now — in the midst of his tremendous freshman 
year and after he’s added a couple of inches (now listed at 5-
foot-10 and 155 pounds by BU) — as I was then. I wrote that 
“I’d stake my reputation on him becoming one-of-one and 
climbing up re-drafts” before the draft and I standing by that 
now. 

There aren’t many players who play like Hutson in hockey. 
I’ve often been asked just how high he would have gone if he 
were 6-foot-2 or 6-foot-3 and the reality is that he wouldn’t 
able to do a lot of what makes him so interesting if he were. 
He’s a unique player who uses a light (though not powerful) 
stride to create entries and exits, weave past coverage, 
escape pressure, and find or create seams. 

He sees the ice as well as any young defenceman in the 
sport, regularly identifying plays a step ahead of the 
opposition. He reads opposing forwards as well as any 
young defenceman in the sport, anticipating their movements 
and then exposing them. He’s got an uncanny knack for 
executing long east-to-west plays, whether that’s feathering 
high, leading saucer passes with perfect weight across ice or 
flinging a hard pass to a streaking teammate’s tape. 

He makes a ton of plays under pressure when other players 
would panic (though sometimes he could actually use some 
hurry-up to his game). Inside the offensive zone, though, his 
shot lacks power. He acts as a fourth forward with his ability 
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to slide off the line and create. He’s got shakes and 
shimmies to spare, routinely making opposing defenders 
miss one-on-one in all three zones. He’s one of the most 
clever players in the sport. 

And I actually quite like the way he defends. He gets back to 
so many loose pucks that he doesn’t have to rely all that 
much on engaging in battles and even when he does, his 
positioning, timing and active stick help him disrupt opposing 
carriers and break up plays. There are some limitations on 
box-outs and his one-on-one play at times, and he’s prone to 
the odd miscue inside the defensive zone, but his 
proficiencies more than make up for that. 

Above all else, he’s the kind of player where when you think 
you’ve put him in a difficult spot or you’ve got him cornered, 
he’ll show you that he isn’t with a spin (or a spin into a spin!), 
a fake (with his eyes, or head, or shoulders, or hands, or 
feet, or each) or his sublime vision through layers. He just 
looks right past what’s in front of him. I expect him to become 
a dominant offensive defenceman and PP1 QB who can hold 
his own defensively in the NHL once he gets a little stronger 
(you don’t want him to get too heavy and lose some of that 
lightness though!). 

18. Olen Zellweger, LHD, 19 (Anaheim Ducks — No. 34, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 27 (change: +9) 

Zellweger, who was just days away from being eligible for 
the 2022 draft when the Ducks took him at the front of the 
second round in 2021, should have won the CHL 
Defenceman of the Year Award over Nathan Staios last year 
and should be in the running again this year. 

He has become a bit of a marvel for his skating-transition 
package and the way it allows him to control play all over the 
ice (including, despite his 5-foot-10 frame, defensively). He’s 
a one-man exit-entry machine. He almost never puts himself 
into tough spots but when he does and he needs to track 
back, his skating helps him recover. 

He uses his feet to buzz around the ice and carry pucks off 
the line or in transition better than just about any D prospect 
outside the NHL. The way he hugs corners and rounds the 
net, or turns under opposing players, or spins off of pressure, 
is extremely impressive. 

But he also just always seems to play well. I love how quickly 
he reads the play when he gets the puck. It’s catch, survey, 
and quickly skate or outlet. Rinse, repeat. He almost never 
waits too long to make a decision. 

His wrister has shown improved pop (and a nice little pre-
shot adjustment with an earlier release off of his toe) in the 
last two seasons. He’s also a quietly-feisty player who rises 
to the challenge in battles to keep sequences alive or skate 
them away from danger. He’s got a silky first touch, catching 
difficult passes mid-stride into a planned movement or a 
cross-ice pass. He’s just an effortless four-way skater who 
uses his feet to be in constant motion with and without the 
puck offensively, as well as to swallow up carriers in the 
neutral zone with tight gaps (he plays off of his heels so, so 
well), virtually gluing himself to the hips of opposing players. 
There’s the odd bad read or moment of carelessness that 
has crept into his game this year, but I think that just comes 

with how easy the game feels to him against his peers at this 
point and I expect he’ll tighten those things up against bros 
because they’re more about focus than awareness. 

He is also, by all accounts, a wonderful kid who cares about 
the details of the game and already has pro habits. 
Zellweger’s got the ability to play a highly-active, roving style 
without sacrificing a disruptive defensive game. Between 
Zellweger, Mintyukov and Jamie Drysdale, the Ducks are 
well-positioned on the blue line long term. I’m looking forward 
to watching him in the Memorial Cup this spring in his final 
hurrah in junior, because a championship is all he really has 
left to accomplish at that level. 

19. Marco Rossi, C, 21 (Minnesota Wild — No. 9, 2020) 
July 2022 rank: No. 16 (change: -3) 

Last season was a really strong rookie AHL season for the 
20-year-old, and especially so as a return to the ice following 
a lost season of development for Rossi. This season, though 
he hasn’t made the jump to full-time NHLer, he has taken 
another step in Iowa offensively while remaining the diligent, 
committed off-puck player he has always been. 

You won’t find a kid who is more driven than he is, and who 
makes overcoming what he has seem so inevitable. I remain 
extremely confident in his ability to become a top-six center 
who provides value in all three zones, too. Despite his 5-foot-
9 frame, he’s built like an ox, with a sturdy and low center of 
gravity that allows him to take bumps on offense and play his 
determined, detail-oriented game on defense (on top of 
helping him be very good in the faceoff circle). Then he’s 
also got slick skill in traffic, quick hands one-on-one with 
defenders and goalies, playmaking acumen through gaps in 
coverage, a sixth sense for how to use spacing, and 
impressive finesse and touch to his game as a passer. 

He plays a game of intellect, craft and feel. He has also 
begun to play more assertively and aggressively on offense 
in the AHL. He’s going to be a heck of an NHL player and 
projects as a 20-40-60 guy with defensive value for me (with 
the potential for more with the right linemates and luck from 
one season to the next). He faced a big setback down, and it 
slowed his development, but he’s going to get to where you’d 
hope a top-10 pick will in the end. I’ll stick my neck out on 
that. 

20. Lukas Reichel, LW, 20 (Chicago Blackhawks — No. 17, 
2020) 
July 2022 rank: No. 41 (change: +21) 

Loyal readers here will know that I’m a fan of Reichel’s and 
his play in the AHL and briefly NHL these last two years has 
done nothing to dissuade me (he just keeps producing at the 
top of his teams and age groups). Reichel plays a modern, 
play-driving style on the wing, excelling with the puck on his 
stick, handling it with finesse, and using a smooth, almost 
effortless skating stride to transport it up ice in transition or 
attack on angles. He’s also a delicate handler inside the 
offensive zone, using impressive footwork to navigate in and 
out of pressure and bait defenders. 

He’s a multifaceted offensive player who is as effective 
playing off his linemates and using space as a tool to get 
open as a shooter as he is creating his own chances or using 
his ability to weave through pressure to draw attention and 
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then facilitate. He also never looks bothered by pressure, 
solving problems easily and asserting himself on games with 
poise and confidence. There’s footwork, puck control, 
confidence and just an ease to his game that you don’t 
typically find in young players. 

He’s always trying to use what’s available to him and his 
ability to manipulate and adjust makes it possible for him to 
do just that. He’s got several high-end tools and while he 
may not have an elite one, I still see a front line winger who 
will thrive in today’s NHL. I’m excited to see what he does 
with the opportunity that looks like its around the corner with 
the Blackhawks. 

21. Marco Kasper, C, 18 (Detroit Red Wings — No. 8, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

You won’t find anyone in the SHL, with the Austrian hockey 
federation, or working for an NHL club in amateur scouting 
who doesn’t like Kasper’s game and approach to it. He has 
really impressed scouts, teammates and coaches with the 
way he has managed one of the world’s top pro levels as a 
teenager. 

I love his patience with the puck. He doesn’t shy away from 
trying to beat or out-wait guys (whether through changes of 
directions out of stop-ups or curls) and he’s got a really low 
panic threshold. He’s also a good skater who never lacks in 
effort and always stops on pucks. He’s an advanced 200-foot 
forward who was able to progress up levels as fast as he did 
because of how rounded his game is. He’s feisty and fights 
off his fair share of checks to stay on pucks. He has made 
real progress filling out his 6-foot-1 frame (now about 190 
pounds). There’s a bit of a hunch to his stride, but he 
leverages his edges well, building speed through the neutral 
zone to push pace with the puck. 

I don’t see game-breaking skill or finishing, per se, but he 
plays with pro pace, he’s a good passer, he plays on the 
interior and he makes plays all over the ice. The maturity and 
smarts in his game define him. He plays an almost mistake-
free game. And maybe most importantly, he has handled the 
responsibilities of center ice really well this year (after playing 
exclusively the wing in the SHL in his draft year). It’s a big 
deal that he has won more draws than he has lost and has 
driven possession and goal-differential results at five-on-five 
this year. I’m not sure he’s quite dynamic enough with the 
puck to become a true first-line center and point-per-game 
type, but he’s got all of the makings of an excellent 2C who 
can influence play in all three zones at five-on-five, on the 
power play and maybe even on the penalty kill. 

22. Alexander Holtz, 21, RW (New Jersey Devils — No. 7, 
2020) 
July 2022 rank: No. 17 (change: -5) 

It has taken Holtz maybe a little longer to “make it” than I 
think fans expect out of a top-10 pick, but he only just turned 
21 a couple of weeks ago, he played to a point per game in 
the AHL at 19 and 20, and I’m still confident he’s going to 
become a goal-scoring top-six winger. He’s got a coveted 
blend of skill, power and shooting which allows him to create 
his own looks and then finish off of them with a variety of 
release points and shot types (or play off of the puck from a 
playmaker and get open with his timing). He’s got a pro 
frame and strength (6-foot, 195 pounds) which allows him to 

play through bumps, win battles, and get off the wall. But 
he’s also got underrated playmaking sense (I’ve often argued 
that his ability as a shooter is overstated and his ability in 
facilitation has been understated). While he still needs to get 
a little quicker, he has worked hard to lean out and play a 
little quicker to maximize those other natural tools. His small-
area skill has improved. He has worked on his one-timer so 
that it can catch up to his powerful and accurate wrist shot 
release. He’s got a soft touch off of his forehand and 
backhand, and he’s a dual-threat inside the offensive zone. I 
expect him to play full-time next year and begin to realize his 
potential after another summer of training. 

23. William Eklund, C/LW, 20 (San Jose Sharks — No. 7, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 24 (change: +1) 

Between his draft season and his post-draft campaign, 
Eklund had some weird experiences. A bout of COVID. An 
appendectomy. Nine games with the Sharks out of his first 
camp. None since. A return to Djurgarden in between. And 
just three goals across 47 games at four different levels. This 
season has marked a return to a more natural path though. 
At the time of writing, Eklund leads the Barracuda through 47 
games in assists (21) and co-leads in points (35). 

Eklund remains a well-rounded three-zone player who can 
do a little bit of everything offensively (he’s strong and agile 
below the goal line, he’s a capable transporter, and he’s a 
plus-level finisher, handler and passer) and defensively (he 
supports the play well, takes smart routes to pucks and 
pinches along the wall, and engages effectively in battles to 
win his fair share). This season, that competitiveness has 
really boiled to the fore around a stronger frame (he’s now 5-
foot-11 and 180 pounds). 

Eklund’s biggest strength, though, is the way he navigates 
on the ice. He slides in and out of space to get open for his 
shot (a shot which, despite the lack of finishing last year, is a 
real mid-range threat) and plays the give-and-go game 
effectively. He also makes a lot of small-area plays around 
the net to attack the slot or play a puck into it, with proper 
timing, for a teammate. He’s just a clever problem-solver 
who knows his game and how to play within himself to make 
something happen from shift to shift. 

I have little doubt that he’ll be a second-line forward in the 
NHL. His floor is high that way. Whether he can be a top-
three forward on a team instead of a fourth-or-fifth best one 
is probably the question. 

24. Jordan Dumais, RW, 18 (Columbus Blue Jackets — No. 
64, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

One of my favourite prospects in the sport and the most 
productive player in major junior hockey not named Connor 
Bedard over the course of the last two seasons, I will be 
more surprised if Dumais doesn’t make it as a playmaking 
top-nine winger at this point than I will if he does. That, in 
and of itself, is no small thing to be saying about a 5-foot-9, 
18-year-old third-round pick. But that’s what he’s owed 
because of one simple fact: Players who’ve produced like he 
has historically almost never miss. He should win QMJHL 
MVP. He should be one of the top-six right wings for Canada 
at next year’s world juniors. I’m confident he’s going to 
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produce in the AHL like he did in his first Traverse City 
Prospects Tournament (and everywhere else). And then he’s 
going to figure it out at NHL pace, despite questions about 
his size and skating, because he’s too good and too 
intelligent on the ice not to. 

Dumais’ extensions through his stride need some cleaning 
up (they can look stunted and drag at the toe caps), but he 
has become a tremendously hardworking player with a wide-
ranging offensive game that allows him to create offence in a 
variety of ways. He’ll beat you with a quick give-and-go on 
one shift, a standstill pass or shot on the next, a dance to the 
high slot on the next, and quick hands and determination 
around the net on the next. He brings it every night. He 
tracks back and makes hustle plays. His shot is pinpoint 
accurate and gets off of his blade effortlessly in catch-and-
release sequences. He’s really good along the wall and the 
back check on retrievals and steals. Though he’s not 
physical, he hunts pucks without fear and willingly engages 
in puck battles. He’s got A-level vision, hands, and 
anticipation. He’s crafty as anything. He routinely elevates 
his linemates and does things himself (as evidenced by the 
uptick in their production and the gap that he still maintains 
well above and beyond his peers). I’m willing to stick my 
neck out for him to become a top-six NHL winger if the Blue 
Jackets handle his development appropriately (which I’m 
confident they will). 

25. Frank Nazar, C, 18 (Chicago Blackhawks — No. 13, 
2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 26 (change: +1) 

I struggled slotting Nazar because I think had he not lost 
most of his freshman season to injury, he could have ranked 
higher here. He has since returned to the Michigan lineup 
and, as of this writing, has one goal in two games. 

Few prospects dash around the ice and make plays like 
Nazar does. He’s a threatening player from the hashmarks 
because of his wrister, which he pops off of his stick with 
sneaky power and precision thanks in large part to the 
balance he displays through his weight shift (he’s not a super 
strong kid, though he is a tremendous athlete). 

He’s got quick hands, which help him deftly adjust in traffic to 
get shots off under pressure. He flashes creativity throughout 
his game. He plays pucks into space extremely well, 
regularly executing through tight gaps in coverage. And he’s 
just a hungry, driven player who consistently targets the 
middle lane with his greatest asset — his skating. 

Nazar’s one of the fastest prospects in the sport, not only in 
straight lines and winding up through his crossovers, but also 
adjusting tempos (a learned skill that he really developed at 
U.S. NTDP). That allows him to impact play both with the 
puck attacking in transition to turn defenders or creating 
breakaways, as well as without it, speeding into lanes to get 
open for his linemates. 

He also consistently supports the play high in the offensive 
zone without possession when that’s his role (another 
learned habit at the program that came a long way). He can 
be careless with the puck and try to do too much at times but 
he’s also capable of going right into coverage to make 
something happen or breezing to the perimeter to pull eyes 
to him and facilitate. He moves and does things on the ice 

that few can and has upside as a dynamic top-six playmaker 
if he can get back on the trajectory he was on pre-surgery. 

26. Jiri Kulich, LW/RW, 18 (Buffalo Sabres — No. 28, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

Kulich is a sturdy, driven player who can morph his game to 
his role. He can function as the detail-oriented, above-puck 
defender who makes quick plays and stays on pucks. He can 
play off of talented linemates to free his dangerous shooting 
arsenal up. Or he can carry the puck and function as the 
primary handler on a line. I like his positioning off the puck. I 
like the strength, balance and control of his skating stride. I 
like how quickly and hard shots come off of his stick (not just 
with his world-class one-timer but through a deceptive early 
release point in stride too). 

He’s got quick hands and flashes skill with the puck on a 
string one-on-one and under the triangles of defenders’ 
sticks. He’s got good feel around the net. He plays hard. His 
skating is noticeable off the puck in his ability to pursue and 
recapture possession to extend sequences. The ice tends to 
tilt in his favor when he’s on it. He stays over pucks and 
protects them extremely well. He supports play well. There’s 
a lot to like about his makeup. He just looks like a pro — and 
has played like one as an 18-year-old in the AHL this year. I 
have no doubt at this point that he’s going to be an NHLer — 
and maybe a very good one. 

27. Matt Coronato, RW, 20 (Calgary Flames — No. 13, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 42 (change: +15) 

One of the best players in college hockey for my money, it’s 
not a question of if Matt Coronato will be an NHL player but 
when. I think he could play today — as in turn pro at the end 
of this sophomore season and step right into the Flames 
lineup in a way that the others below him on this list haven’t 
been able to. I also fully expect that Darryl Sutter will like him 
a lot. 

Coronato’s one of those rare forwards who is defined as 
much by his scoring touch around the slot as he is by his 
work ethic. After winning a Clarkson Cup and the USHL’s 
forward of the year award (after he led the league in goals 
and five-on-five goal differential), Coronato stepped right into 
college hockey and led Harvard in goals (18) and points (36) 
as a freshman last season. He was also, for me, USA’s best 
forward at the summer world juniors in Edmonton, and has 
continued to impress as one of the top sophomores in the 
NCAA. 

There’s has never been any questioning Coronato’s effort 
level or his ability to make something happen in the home 
plate area. He’s a determined, competitive player with the 
small-area skill package, detail and skating (he’s got good 
speed, for sure) needed to play that kind of game. He’s also 
got rare spatial awareness which helps him understand 
where he is in relation to pressure and play off of it. 

And then he’s got a hard, quick release which rattles off of 
the heel of his blade and great feel around the net. He’s 
always in the guts of the ice. He’ll force turnovers on the 
forecheck. He doesn’t stop working. He’s got slick hands, 
especially moving laterally. Increasingly, he looks dangerous 
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in transition with the puck. He’s also got great poise in 
possession inside the offensive zone. 

There’s a belief among many scouts and folks around the 
USHL and NCAA that even if he doesn’t become a dynamic, 
top-of-the-lineup guy, that his floor bottoms out as a diligent, 
hardworking middle-six scorer. That’s a darn good player. I 
think he’s got at least a chance to be more than that, too. 
He’s an impressive player who can play it any way you’d like 
and could have value on both special teams at the next level. 

28. Liam Öhgren, LW, 18 (Minnesota Wild — No. 19, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 19 (change: +1) 

Öhgren put together one of the most productive age-adjusted 
seasons in the history of Sweden’s top junior level and two 
strong performances internationally for Sweden (first at last 
year’s Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and then at U18 worlds, where he 
was also the team’s captain) in his draft year. And he was in 
the middle of following that up with a strong post-draft 
season in the second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan while riding a 
three-game point streak and playing his best hockey of the 
season when he got injured late in January. 

He’s a bigger, stronger player than his two first-round 
teammates (Noah Ostlund and Jonathan Lekkerimaki) in 
Djurgården and he’s also a combination shot-and-pass, 
power-and-finesse player that they aren’t. I love the way he 
shades into and away from pressure in control. His shot 
comes off his blade quick, hard and naturally, rocking it back 
into his stance and letting it go (it really rattles off of his 
stick). His offensive arsenal is multi-faceted and he’s got 
some really sneaky craftiness and evasiveness to his game 
to complement the tools of strength over the puck and 
through his shot that are obvious. 

He’ll need to pick up a step to translate his game to the NHL 
level, but I wouldn’t call his skating an impediment (it’s better 
than he usually gets credit for); it has looked noticeably 
improved this year (it looks lighter through his crossovers 
and his pick-ups) and he’s always finding ways to get to 
pucks and/or get open around the home-plate area inside the 
offensive zone, where his skill and shot take over. 

Add in a commitment to the puck retrievals and battles and a 
strong base knowledge of when to make the simple play and 
when to attack, and you’ve got a pretty safely projectable 
top-nine and probably top-six winger at an early age. And 
don’t confuse completeness for lack of talent, as I think that 
can often be misconstrued and that is not the case here. He 
has been leading more rushes and attacking sequences in 
control this year. You can’t fault his effort level. He’s strong. 
He can score. There’s a lot to like. 

29. Danila Yurov, LW/RW, 19 (Minnesota Wild — No. 24, 
2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 23 (change: -6) 

Those who followed my draft coverage with a watchful eye 
will know that I’m a fan of Yurov’s game. 

I have concerns about how little he’s used in Magnitogorsk 
and the negative impact that can have on his development 
(it’s been happening for three seasons now). Yurov has also 
already proven to be a dominant player in the MHL and 
internationally (in part because of his December 2003 
birthday but mostly because of his well-rounded skill level), 

driving play, chances and results at both ends. He’s a kid 
who has really impressed me almost every time I’ve watched 
him against his peers. Considering his ice time, he has 
actually been quite productive between ages 17 and 19 in 
the KHL as well. If you were to fill up two buckets with his 
tools (one for the strengths, one for the weaknesses) and 
place them on a scale, the bucket with his strengths in it 
would be overflowing and the one with his weaknesses 
would be near empty. 

He plays hard and fast, he pushes tempo, he’s a strong and 
balanced skater, he’s an excellent give-and-go player who 
excels at playing in and out of space without the puck, his 
shot comes off of his blade hard in motion (though it could 
use a little more versatility), he’s got pro size and skill, he’s 
diligent in all three zones, and he’s almost always in the right 
position or reading the play to get back into it (on offense or 
defense). 

Kids his age are often either advanced in the way they 
operate on the ice but lack the high-end skill to make the 
most out of it, or have the skill in spades but struggle to use it 
because they aren’t processing the game fast enough. Yurov 
doesn’t have any problems on either front. He may not 
become a star, but he’s got projectable top-six tools. 

30. Chaz Lucius, C, 19 (Winnipeg Jets — No. 18, 2021) 
July 2022 ranking: No. 31 (change: +1) 

Lucius left the University of Minnesota after his freshman 
year even after lacking continuity in his play and health 
following two consecutive years of injury troubles. And now, 
after looking like a star prospect again with the WHL title-
chasing Portland Winterhawks after starting the season in 
the AHL (where I actually think he played fine considering his 
age), Lucius is done for the year following shoulder surgery. 

That worries me, obviously. But Lucius remains a talented 
player and finisher. I grew fond of the player and the kid in 
his time at the program, and there have been real stretches 
in every season where he looks like a high-end offensive 
player. 

I still think he’s got legitimate goal-scoring upside. He’s a 
multi-faceted scorer. He’s got natural mid-range finishing 
ability. He’s got a unique ability to change his angles in a 
split second (thanks to lightning-quick hands) and shoot 
around sticks and feet. And he’s got an opportunistic sense 
for spacing and timing so that he scores his fair share of 
goals — like every good goal scorer — by simply sliding into 
scoring areas, finishing rebounds, or getting open into 
pockets of space around the net just as his linemates are 
looking to pass. He’s got an underrated nose for the net and 
is all around the crease when he plays against his peers — 
something that should come as he gets stronger in the NHL 
as well. He gets the puck off so quickly. 

He’s not an explosive skater, which leads to apprehension 
among some scouts as to how his finishing ability will 
translate at the NHL pace, but I think his feel for the game 
and talent will supersede that in the next stage of his 
development. He’s also an underrated playmaker and passer 
who understands how to play pucks into space when he 
draws pressure. He can find pockets inside the offensive 
zone to get open into when he doesn’t have the puck and 
uses opposing defenders as decoys when he does. 
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There are times when I’d like to see him create more of his 
own looks but with the right linemates and good health, I 
expect him to get back on track toward a top-six scorer 
projection. 

31. Cam York, LHD, 22 (Philadelphia Flyers — No. 14, 2019) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

York, who has established himself as an NHL defenseman 
(and one of the Flyers’ better ones for that matter), was not 
going to appear on this list next year because of his age 
whether or not he made the leap that he has this year. 
Thankfully, though, he has also played his way off this list 
regardless of whether or not he would have aged out 
between now and then. 

And I must admit: It has been nice, as someone who stuck 
his neck out for York ahead of the draft when there were 
divergent opinions, and who remained bullish when it took 
him some time to figure the pro game out, to see him playing 
20-plus minutes successfully and regularly of late. 

Everyone always agreed he was a good young player and 
kid who does a lot well. He also developed out his 5-foot-11 
frame in the last couple of years. But there were concerns 
about his ability to really dictate and determine outcomes on 
the ice at the NHL level in ways he did at lower levels. He’s a 
smooth skater but not an explosive one. And while he’s 
talented with the puck on his stick, capable of running a 
power play, mobile moving side-to-side across the line and a 
superb passer who has produced at every level he’s ever 
played at, some worried that he wasn’t quite dynamic 
enough to become a truly high-end offensive defenseman, 
nor big enough and powerful enough to become go-to 
defensive zone guy. 

I saw an excellent distributor who makes the game look 
easy, rotating in and out of space with and without the puck 
to make plays and get open. I saw a light, fluid stride and 
smooth hands which help him manipulate opposing players, 
create separation without a separation gear and manage 
pressure to play with a ton of poise with the puck. I saw a 
positional defender who does a good enough job gapping up 
and maintaining his gaps to help break up plays and 
transition back the other way without needing to push people 
around. I saw a potential top-four defenseman who could be 
an effective and offensively-inclined three-zone player. The 
Flyers are seeing that now, too (and credit to John Tortorella 
on the York front because he has handled his progression 
smartly this year). 

32. Joakim Kemell, RW, 18 (Nashville Predators — No. 17, 
2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 19 (change: -13) 

Kemell is a highly-gifted, shot-creating winger who excels 
with the puck on his stick, carves teams up through coverage 
to take the play from the flanks to the interior, and possesses 
quick, light hands. Those tools enable him to take advantage 
of his dangerous NHL wrister and one-timer, both of which 
he can get off quickly from a variety of stances and at a 
variety of tempos. On the puck, he’s agile through cuts, 
threatening one-on-one and changes of direction and plays 
an intentional, attacking style. 

Off of the puck, he also plays with some energy and doesn’t 
shy away from the physical side of the game, which has 
endeared him to coaches to this point despite his 5-foot-11 
frame. I’d like to see him slow down and utilize his linemates 
a little better than he does as he’s actually a heady 
playmaker when he opens his plane of sight, but part of what 
makes him exciting is his insistence on creating his own 
looks (even if that comes with some forcing it) with that shot 
of his. He really can sling it, with a wrister and one-timer that 
both pop. 

Kemell hasn’t taken a step in Liiga this season after an 
excellent age-adjusted year in his draft year, but he 
performed well at the summer and winter world juniors, 
where he played a competitive and borderline-powerful style 
while still getting his looks inside the offensive zone. He’s got 
some work to do to add a little more variety and pace to his 
game at times, but he projects as a top-six, PP1 winger who 
can break a game open inside the offensive zone if all goes 
well. 

33. Philip Tomasino, RW, 21 (Nashville Predators — No. 24, 
2019) 
July 2022 rank: N/A 

I’m pretty confident that Tomasino could play inside the 
Predators’ top nine and have the kind of success that Juuso 
Parssinen has had this year. I know he didn’t have a great 
training camp to really hold onto the top-12 role he played 
last season, but he has looked the part of an NHLer in the 
AHL offensively. I do understand the appeal of giving him a 
full season in the AHL and then re-promoting him into a more 
prominent role next year as well. 

He’s a breezy skater who threatens off the rush with his 
ability to fly wide or burst to the middle to create in transition 
as both a passer and a finishing threat. His wrister is a mid-
range threat, he’s got excellent hands, he’s crafty with the 
puck in tight spaces and he just seems to effortlessly flow 
within the game making plays. He has produced at the top of 
his age group in the OHL and AHL and I still believe hell 
inject some long-needed talent into the Predators’ roster 
sooner rather than later as a multifaceted offensive creator. 
He may not become a true star, but I think he’s got second-
line, PP upside. 

34. Brennan Othmann, LW, 20 (New York Rangers — No. 
16, 2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 33 (change: -1) 

After posting 59 goals and 121 points in 85 combined regular 
season and playoff games last year in his post-draft season, 
Othmann’s production this year has dipped, in particular — 
and surprisingly — after a move from his Firebirds to the 
contending Petes. I’m not too worried about it though (he 
shot 16 percent last season and those numbers have dipped 
to just under 12 percent this year). He also looked the part of 
the top prospect that he is at both of the world juniors in 
Edmonton and Halifax, especially in the games that mattered 
(he’s a gamer). 

He’s got a lethal, masked release that he can get off of his 
blade at multiple points while still maintaining pinpoint 
accuracy. He’s got a silky first touch into quick hands. He’s 
got that sixth sense as a scorer, where he just finds holes in 
coverage and in goalies to finish plays at a higher rate than 
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most. He’s got a heady spatial awareness inside the 
offensive zone and a good feel for where his teammates are 
on the ice, regularly executing blind and clever passes. He 
plays a determined off-puck game that engages in battles. 
He’s a physical presence when he’s on the ice, a constant 
threat to lay a big hit, and scrappy and mouthy between 
whistles (there’s a bit of a chip on his shoulder on and off the 
ice, honestly). He’s got great hands around the net and on 
tips. He’s not a faster player but he plays a direct, attacking 
game with the puck and he has worked hard to get stronger 
and a step quicker so that he can make the most out of his 
natural gifts on the ice. He’s got the ability to become a top-
six, top power-play scoring winger with some snarl. Now it’s 
just about continuing to hone and tap into them consistently. 

35. Dylan Holloway, C/LW, 21 (Edmonton Oilers — No. 14, 
2020) 
July 2022 rank: No. 48 (change: +13) 

Every year, there are one or two players in this project that I 
make an exception to include as a prospect even when 
they’ve played all of their games in the NHL so far this 
season, because of the expectation that they may not yet 
have fully solidified themselves as full-time NHLers. Last 
year, I included Capitals rookie Connor McMichael, who has 
coincidentally since returned to the AHL. This year, I’ve 
hesitantly re-included Holloway. Though were it not for 
injuries (including two wrist surgeries), he’d probably be a 
little more established in the NHL by now. 

Holloway is a fast, powerful, physical, forechecking presence 
who I believe has a third-line floor and the skill to push into a 
top-six role as the complementary scorer and go-getter that 
the Oilers searched for high and low for Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl before they found Zach Hyman and 
Evander Kane. 

He’s known as an explosive skater who is normally the most 
athletic player on the ice. But he’s also got quick-twitch 
hands that keep up with his feet and a powerful wrist shot 
release which help him manufacture offence both off the rush 
and cutting off the wall to the slot to power past checks and 
get to dangerous spots to create chances. I’m still of the 
belief that he’s better suited for the wing than centre, but his 
versatility at both positions doesn’t hurt either. He stays in 
every battle, supports play, plays hard, and can beat 
defenders to his spots. But he has always been much more 
than that, too, and the kind of player who is more impactful in 
practical on-ice ways than his production suggests (which 
has also always been strong!). 

He’s going to give future lines a different look and provide 
value and punch in all three zones, on both special teams. I 
still see a 50-something point ceiling in the prime of his 
career if he can stay healthy. He’s going to find his way. 

36. Kirill Marchenko, LW, 22 (Columbus Blue Jackets — No. 
49, 2018) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

This season has kind of gone how you’d hope it would for 
Marchenko. After three years as a top young player in the 
KHL, he began in the AHL, registered points in his first five 
games and immediately became one of the Monsters’ best 
players, earned the call-up to the big club (even ignoring the 
Blue Jackets’ injuries) and has continued to play his game 

while building the league’s most unique stat sheet with his 14 
goals to one assist ratio through 30 games. 

Marchenko’s a strong and sturdy winger who plays the game 
with skill characteristic of a smaller player, with A-grade 
hands and touch with the puck which helps him fool goalies 
and defenders one-on-one or feather a shot into a specific 
location in the net from a tough angle when there isn’t an 
opportunity to blow the puck past a goalie (which he can also 
do). I’d like to see him leverage his size a little more but he’s 
never going to be a mean, imposing player and he has 
learned to use his length effectively in other ways, including 
through his shot when he really needs to turn on a puck and 
use his forward momentum to lean into a shot from an off-
balance stance. He’s good in the home plate area and off the 
flanks, and he has shown he can play at NHL pace. I don’t 
think he’s going to be a star, but this is the start of a career 
as a good NHL player (he projects to be that $5-million guy 
every team wants as a scoring complement with pro size to 
the really expensive tickets). 

37. Rutger McGroarty, RW/LW, 18 (Winnipeg Jets — No. 14, 
2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 34 (change: -3) 

McGroarty’s one of those kids who just looks like a pro 
hockey player. If he walked into an NHL dressing room 
tomorrow, he would stand stronger and broader than some in 
it. Then you add in the charisma which made him the natural 
choice for the captaincy at the U.S. NTDP program, and the 
light and energy that oozes out of him, and you have to be 
careful not to put too much stock into the off-ice pieces of the 
puzzle that he already appears to have figured out. But I 
think he’s a darn good hockey player too and the pieces of 
the puzzle fit together nicely on the ice. 

He’s a better skater (there are some kinks he still needs to 
work out in his mechanics from a standstill because it doesn’t 
look the prettiest through his first few steps, but there’s some 
power when he gets going nonetheless) than he gets credit 
for and his spatial awareness, reads and effort level help him 
avoid losing short races. He’s got raw skill that shows up in 
his great hands. His finishing touch around the net is there in 
spades, with a hard one-touch shot that he leverages his 
strong frame to power through when he gets open in the slot. 

He has particularly mastered the net drive into a high rotation 
away from coverage that brings him back to around the net. 
And then when he gets there, he’s got the strength to shoot 
from bad postures/off balance. He always put his shots into 
good locations (along the ice, low blocker, high short side) it 
seems, too. He’s dexterous. I’m a big fan. 

The ice normally tilts in his favour, he’s such a smart player, 
he can score, he works, and he just understands where to be 
out there and how to put himself in positions to create 
offence. He has also reinforced a strong statistical profile 
with good freshman-year production. If he can get a little 
quicker from the jump, he’s got all of the other makings of a 
legitimate top-nine forward who can play up and down a 
lineup with a variety of player types. 

38. Alexander Nikishin, LHD, 21 (Carolina Hurricanes — No. 
69, 2020) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 
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Maybe the biggest riser outside the NHL at his position in the 
last year, Nikishin is having a season for the ages in the 
KHL. He has already smashed the league’s U20 scoring 
record by a defenseman by double digits, he’s the highest-
scoring defenseman in the league this year, and he has done 
it while playing huge minutes (nearly 23 a night) on the best 
team in the league. 

Nikishin’s a physically advanced (6-foot-4, 216-pound) 
defender whose strength is evident in his blistering point 
shot, his ability to win board battles and his net-front boxouts. 
I like the way he reads the play, closes off the wall and gets 
into passing lanes. He can more than hold his own 
defensively at five-on-five and on the penalty kill. He has 
taken huge steps the last two seasons to play the 
aggressive, trigger-happy style that made him a productive 
defenseman in junior. He has gone from moving the puck 
fine to moving it comfortably and even confidently. He 
manages the point effectively, he’s a decent skater and he’s 
a righty. He’s not talented enough to offer much offense at 
the next level but I’ve believed in his offensive game since 
his draft year and it has begun to show itself as an asset 
again at the pro level. He checks a whole lotta boxes that 
coaches look for. 

39. Scott Morrow, RHD, 20 (Carolina Hurricanes — No. 40, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

One of the most productive freshman defenseman in college 
hockey last season and the Minutemen’s leading scorer as a 
sophomore this year, Morrow is a real talent who made the 
jump from high school hockey directly into the NCAA look 
easy from a skill/level standpoint (he has had to do some 
maturing/growing up off the ice). 

He’s an excellent transition defender who transports pucks 
confidently, plays boldly inside the offensive zone and 
possesses impressive handling skill for a defenseman. He’s 
an exit/entry machine who carves teams up through the 
neutral zone with head fakes, side steps and cuts (his 
skating really impresses on its edges, even if he’s not 
explosive). When he’s on the ice, he wants to take over and 
direct play in possession and does so by guiding opposing 
players out of his way. And on top of all of that, he’s a 6-foot-
2 righty whose game defensively has taken important steps 
to cut back on mistakes, stay in better positioning and 
eliminate some bad habits that have often concerned scouts. 
There’s real top-four upside to Morrow if he continues to 
round out his game. UMass has a great track record 
developing top defensemen, too. 

40. Brock Faber, RHD, 20 (Minnesota Wild — No. 45, 2020) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

Though he only turned 20 at the end of August, making him 
one of the youngest juniors in college hockey, Faber has 
already been an Olympian, a captain at the world juniors, 
and a captain in college. At the end of this season, one 
where he’s the top defenseman on arguably the top team in 
college hockey at the moment, he’ll try to cap off his 
collegiate career with a second consecutive trip to the 
Frozen Four before taking the natural next step and turning 
pro. 

The strength of Faber’s game is his A-level skating 
(particularly its maneuverability, quick edges and balanced 
posture) and the way he uses it, only taking opportunities 
when they’re available offensively and playing tight gaps 
defensively. He changes directions beautifully on cuts. And 
while he may not beat opposing players one-on-one with the 
puck, when he’s under pressure he does a great job 
escaping, keeping opposing players on his back, and then 
head manning the puck. He’s a heady, efficient player who 
plays past the first layer of pressure and has enviable 
footwork. 

His skill doesn’t pop like his skating does, but he kills a lot of 
plays with an active stick and perfect timing in the neutral 
zone, he’s able to join the rush, he keeps his stick on pucks, 
he’s smart in distribution atop the offensive zone, he has 
established himself as one of the best defensemen in college 
hockey, and he has begun to look to play with a little more 
sureness hanging onto the puck inside the offensive zone or 
transporting it in transition (both of which he does 
comfortably when he chooses to). 

He’s the prototype for the modern defenseman, combining 
feet and smarts to steer and control play without needing to 
be the guy who takes over a game. He’s got the makings of 
a very effective, three-zone five-on-five player and it has 
been fun to see him play a little freer with the puck this last 
year or so. The ice tilts and positive things happen when he’s 
out there. I fully expect him to become a second-pairing 
defenseman. 

41. Sean Farrell, LW, 21 (Montreal Canadiens — No. 124, 
2020) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

After losing his freshman year to the pandemic following the 
Ivy League’s (and Harvard’s) cancellation, Farrell was one of 
the top sophomores in college hockey last year even though 
he was really a freshman (following his USHL scoring title 
and Player of the Year award), and he’s clearly one of the 
most talented players and playmakers on the ice this year. 

He has proven, again and again, that he can drive creation 
on his own and that despite the natural passing instincts that 
he has, he doesn’t even need to play with shooters to do 
that. He’s got a ton of flair inside the offensive zone, he’s 
getting more and more confident attacking for himself (which 
opens up all of that playmaking feel and intuition he has), 
and despite standing 5-foot-9 and 175 pounds it feels like he 
never gets hit. The way he navigates and manipulates in the 
offensive half of the ice with his hands and skating gives him 
real top-nine, power-play upside as a play creator. He’s a ton 
of fun to watch and he does it by playing a crafty, intelligent 
game and not by blowing pucks past goalies or exploding 
around a defender. 

42. Matthew Knies, LW, 20 (Toronto Maple Leafs — No. 57, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

One of the fastest risers in the prospects world last season, 
Knies emerged as one of the top freshmen in college hockey 
last year and has picked up where he left off in his return for 
a sophomore season before he turns pro. While it must be 
said that he has had the benefit of great linemates in both of 
his seasons with the Golden Gophers, he has proved he 
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belongs with them as well, which is a testament to both his 
own individual skill (he’s got one of the harder wristers 
outside the NHL) and the way his power game complements 
talented linemates (which Leafs fans, I know, are hoping is a 
foreshadowing of what’s to come given he’s a left winger). 

Knies has a rare power-finesse blend to his game, where he 
can drop a shoulder, drive at you with his heavy 6-foot-3 
frame, and overpower goalies with his shot, but he also 
executes his fair share of small-area plays. He’s got a bit of a 
hunch in his stride that really leans him out over his toecaps, 
which I’d like to see straightened out at least a little, but he’s 
got all of the makings of a modern power forward who can 
play an honest but talented game that excels on the wall as 
much as in the middle third. 

He’s comfortable in control, he’s got great touch, he’s always 
working to keep himself in the play off of the puck, he’s got a 
strong two-way foundation, he’s hard to knock off pucks, and 
he understands how to play off of crowds to facilitate. 
There’s some underrated creativity to his game as well (he’ll 
execute the odd spin-pass or between-the-legs attempt at 
the post). It’s hard to make a play past him when he’s 
barrelling in on you on the forecheck, so defenders tend to 
just brace for impact. When there isn’t an opportunity to win 
a battle with his body, he’s strong on stick lifts and keeps his 
feet moving. He’s even strong holding onto pucks when 
others are trying to reach in on him or bump him along the 
wall on the cycle. 

I expect him to become a good second-line scoring winger 
with some presence to his game (if not a third-line one at his 
floor). 

43. Zachary Bolduc, LW, 19 (St. Louis Blues — No. 17, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

The QMJHL’s second-most productive player in points per 
game behind only Dumais, Bolduc’s looking like a player who 
won QMJHL Rookie of the Year, was named the QMJHL’s 
top prospect in the 2021 draft, was drafted in the first round, 
and is on a path to the NHL. That’s particularly notable after 
he came through the pandemic, a pair of injuries, and an 
appendectomy in a short period of time. 

He’s a kid whose skill and finesse have really impressed me 
in the last couple of seasons. He makes plays with such 
ease off the flank with the puck on his stick, especially off of 
cuts and as a passer. He has developed some real 
cleverness to his game, slipping away from checks and 
sliding pucks under sticks at speed. He’s also an underrated 
two-way winger who impresses on the penalty kill. And then 
he’s got a dangerous mid-range shot (which he gets off 
quickly and which also features a useful one-timer) and good 
overall skating which allows him to get good looks for himself 
and finish on them. I see a talented winger who can play on 
or off the puck effectively and create offense in a variety of 
ways. He’s got projectable second-line upside. 

44. Noah Östlund, C, 18 (Buffalo Sabres — No. 16, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

Östlund’s calling card is his airy, agile skating stride, 
excellent hands, cleverness, and two-way ability. The skating 
and defensive aptitude (including on faceoffs) make him an 

able penalty killer and the rest give him clear tools of creation 
at five-on-five and on the power play. He wins a ton of short 
races, creates quickly as soon as he’s in possession, and 
darts around the ice in control to get into scoring areas or 
facilitate from the perimeter. His lack of size and strength are 
definitely going to be impediments as he progresses up 
levels, but he’s got the benefit of time, his skating, and the 
fondness coaches have for him to fall back on. 

He’s silky smooth in possession and a superb puck 
transporter through neutral ice. He’s got a slippery quality 
that few players have, the puck just sticks to him in tight 
coverage, and he is a catalyst on his line in a variety of ways. 
He’s a nifty little player. Some scouts worry about whether 
he’ll be able to get to the inside/hold his own physically along 
the wall in the NHL (he has never scored a ton) but his 
approach and skating should help mitigate against that. I like 
him a lot. The flow. The work ethic. The ability to hang onto it 
or play in quick give-and-goes. His stick on steals. The 
changes of directions and cutbacks. There’s a lot to like. 

He has been the most productive of the trio of first-round 
picks playing with Djurgarden this year, too. I’ll be interested 
to see what he does next year because he has another year 
on his deal with Djurgarden after this one but it has an 
out built in if they aren’t promoted back to the SHL from 
HockeyAllsvenskan. 

45. Philip Broberg, LHD, 21 (Edmonton Oilers — No. 8, 
2019) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

After spending more time in the AHL than NHL in his first 
season in North America a year ago, the 2022-23 campaign 
has flipped that script for Broberg, who has spent more time 
with the Oilers than Condors through midseason and has 
moved from playing 9-10 minutes a night to as many as 18 in 
recent games (and to really strong results, too). 

For a long time, Broberg relied on his strength, athleticism, 
and raw tools. But in the last two years, he has begun to 
demonstrate a more refined game on and off the puck. He’s 
long, he’s strong, he was a late birthday in his draft year 
(which speaks to some of that catch-up we’re now seeing in 
other areas of his game), his stride is powerful and compact, 
he’s sturdy in board battles, and he has always used his 
natural tools to play an aggressive, confident style which 
relied on carrying the puck and trying to influence the game. 
Now, some of the finer skills of touch, finesse, spatial 
awareness, and problem-solving are beginning to show with 
more consistency (though there can still be some soppiness 
to his game and his reads). He has also learned, by 
necessity as he figures out the NHL game I’m sure, to play 
with a little more restraint and pick his spots (whether on 
pinches or with the puck) a little better. He has done a good 
job rounding out some of his rough edges to help strengthen 
his second-pairing projection. His game is always going to be 
about his length, his skating, and his want to act instead of 
react (even as he has settled it down) though. I expect you’ll 
see the latter reveal itself more and more as he builds 
confidence in the NHL. 

46. Fabian Lysell, RW, 19 (Boston Bruins — No. 21, 2021) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 
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There were legitimate questions heading into this season 
about whether Lysell’s game, with all of its speed but some 
of its concerns about getting to the guts of the ice in control 
(he has always done a good job hunting pucks without it), 
would translate at the pro level or funnel to the perimeter. He 
has done a good job answering them with a strong rookie 
season in the AHL. But he created more questions than 
answers with his zero-point performance and fall down the 
Swedish lineup at the world juniors. 

I don’t think he has played shy or drifted hardly at all in the 
AHL. He has been entering through the middle and then 
going to the slot/the front of the net. And when there have 
been opportunities to attack, he has played with intention 
instead of hesitation and has gone directly at pro defenders. 
The same was true in the summer world juniors, when he 
was hard to trap on the perimeter and slippery losing guys 
with cut-backs, but was also going to the net consistently. Off 
the puck, he’s got a great ability to get to pucks and keep 
sequences alive with his speed. On it, he’s fun to watch carry 
it up ice and he weaves around defenders effortlessly. When 
Lysell plays fearless and confident and makes quick 
decisions, he’s a joy to watch. 

But after getting banged up in the third game of the world 
juniors, he didn’t look like any of the above in the second 
half, and was ultimately pushed down to the No. 13 forward 
role and ejected from the bronze medal game for a check to 
the head. 

He’s a dynamic, free-flowing skater who has rare top speed 
and agility with the puck on his stick (one of those players 
who seems to get faster with the puck on his stick). Lysell’s 
not a one-trick pony, either. The highlight pack is about the 
end-to-end rushes and the dashes through holes in 
coverage, for sure. But he can also dance a defender by 
pulling pucks through his wide stance and across his body to 
beat them with not just a lateral cut but his hands. And he 
can dance defenders to the outside with his high-end top 
speed or a quick change of pace. He’s got cuts, stops and 
starts, and directional changes. Though his shot isn’t 
powerful, per se, it’s deceptive off the blade and accurate. 

When he pushes through contact and keeps his feet moving, 
he can draw a lot of penalties with his skating. He’s also 
chippier than you might expect. He can dance one-on-one 
(though he could stand to simplify instead of always trying to 
hero it and his body language can look bad when he’s not 
playing well). I do wonder if could be a useful penalty killer 
with the right coach because of his skating. 

And then without the puck, while he’s not a physical player, 
he’s a puck thief off of back pressure. I do still think he can 
come and go in games and try to do too much (there’s a little 
too much one-and-done to his games when he flies into the 
zone and takes long shots in transition, or over-handles the 
puck) but his upside is real and he’s unquestionably still the 
top prospect in the Bruins’ system. 

47. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, 18 (Vancouver Canucks — 
No. 15, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: No. 20 (change: -27) 

If your glass is half empty, Lekkerimaki has been the least 
impressive of the three Djurgarden first-rounders from the 
2022 draft this season, wasn’t great at the summer world 

juniors (especially after how well he showed in the SHL last 
year on both of those fronts), and is now done for the season 
with a foot injury. His world juniors in Halifax didn’t exactly 
right the ship, either. He was good in the semifinal and final, 
working his way back into the rotation after falling to the 13th 
forward slot. And he was still the second-youngest player on 
the team. There were also some positives: moments where 
he played with intention off the puck and on the forecheck, 
moments where he made plays as a shooter and passer, etc. 
But the moments usually don’t last as long as you’d like them 
to and consistency remains an issue. 

If your glass is half full, there was always going to be a 
player from the Djurgarden trio who wasn’t going to get the 
opportunity they were hoping for as the team tried to earn 
promotion back into the SHL, and as the youngest of the 
three (by four and a half months to Ostlund and a full seven 
months to Ohgren), it’s not a huge surprise that that guy has 
been Lekkerimaki, nor is it one that he wasn’t great in 
Edmonton in a tournament where he was technically an 
underager (he was also Sweden’s youngest player), 
especially given his style of play in both cases. 

Lekkerimaki’s talent is undeniable. He’s dynamic in control 
and threatening from anywhere in the offensive zone. He can 
beat you in an instant with a quick catch-and-release or curl-
and-drag shot, or hang onto pucks and make things happen 
himself. He’s got a knack for hitting holes in the net, 
frequently beating goalies low-blocker and five-hole. He’s got 
A-level hands, a deceptive release, and a slyness to his 
game that allows him to get to spots to score with and 
without the puck. He’s going to have clear power-play upside 
at the next level because of all of those things. His challenge 
is going to be becoming threatening on a consistent basis at 
five-on-five against men. Because what’s also clear about 
Lekkerimaki’s game is that it can come and go; he can fade 
to the perimeter in control, especially when he’s not getting 
touches and getting involved. The Globe Trotters feel that 
what he had at the J20 level in Sweden, and what he 
showed at the U18 worlds when he led the tournament in 
points, was always going to be harder to replicate up levels. 

Still, with the right development and patience, he’s got clear 
upside as a top-six creator and finisher — you want to have 
the puck in his hands. His age also means there’s no rush. 
Mix in an ability to put the puck in the net with consistency 
from midrange and he’s got both an exciting skill level and an 
opportunity to find another level. On age, talent, and the 
ability to improve his pace and competitiveness, I thought he 
deserved to remain on this list even after a season that has 
certainly downgraded his likelihood of being what the 
Canucks were hoping for when they drafted him. 

48. Jonatan Berggren, LW/RW, 22 (Detroit Red Wings — 
No. 47, 2018) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

After years plagued by injuries, Berggren just keeps hitting 
checkpoints of late. There was his tremendous 20-year-old 
season in the SHL two years ago. There was his team-
leading 64-point rookie season in the AHL last year. And now 
there has been a smooth, productive transition into an NHLer 
in what would have been his last year of eligibility for this list 
due to age — but that will be a moot point as he graduates to 
full-time NHLer anyway. 
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Berggren can torment teams with his east-west skill on the 
perimeter, hanging onto pucks, playing with unique poise 
under pressure and using his hands and footwork to draw 
defenders to him so that his linemates can get open in the 
space those defenders leave behind. He has also, in the last 
three seasons, gotten to the inside more proficiently. 
Berggren has clear line-driving upside and an ingenuity to his 
game that helps him create plays out of nothing, surprise 
defenders and goalies, and spend a lot of his time dictating 
with the puck on his stick, layering stop-ups and low-to-high 
players into carrying sequences. He’s not going to be a big 
goal-scorer at the NHL level but I like him as a playmaking 
top-nine winger with clear power-play value who gives you 
15 to 20 goals a year and 40 to 50 points (and maybe more 
with the right linemates and a good run of luck the odd 
season). One of my favorites. 

49. Ridly Greig, C/LW, 20 (Ottawa Senators — No. 28, 2020) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

After an excellent final season in the WHL and a strong 
performance as a go-to defensive player at the world juniors 
(which were shortened by a shoulder injury that delayed the 
start of his season), Greig has stepped right into the AHL 
and NHL and continued to progress nicely towards his 
projection as an up-and-down the lineup NHL forward who 
can add skill to a bottom six or get after it with skilled players. 

He’ll still take the odd bad penalty, but Greig plays with fire, 
wins battles above his weight class, gets up and under sticks 
to take back pucks, will sacrifice the body the block a shot, 
and just gives you a bit of everything as an energizing 
forechecker who can also find space in and out of coverage 
with and without the puck. He’s fearless, he takes pucks to 
dirty areas, he’s a heart and soul guy, he’s always around it, 
he skates well, he’s physical, he’s feisty, and he’s going to 
endear himself to fans for his style of play. 

Greig is a driven, up-tempo forward of equal parts skill and 
work ethic who can play centre and the wing. He’s defined by 
his tenaciousness, but he can make plays in traffic, his 
wrister is accurate (though I wouldn’t say it’s threatening 
from long range), he’s willing to attack and try things, and he 
almost never looks to cheat or play selfishly within that 
game. He’s also an August birthday, which gives him 
continued runway to add elements offensively. He’s a gamer. 

50. Owen Beck, C, 18 (Montreal Canadiens — No. 33, 2022) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

Beck is a strong, athletic kid who has endeared himself to 
scouts for his middle-lane, driven, pro-style game and plus-
level speed. He’s a noticeable shift-to-shift player who excels 
at getting to the inside, pushing tempo, and winning battles. 
And there is skill to his game (he’s got good hands and 
enough talent to make things happen when he’s around the 
puck all the time) even if it fits within more of a hurry-up style 
than a slow-the-game-down-and-problem-solve one. He 
keeps his feet moving, he works north-south to apply 
pressure and get back, and he’s a good transition player on 
entries and give-and-gos. He can play in all situations with a 
variety of linemate types and projects as an impactful third 
centre who can play up and down a lineup where needed. 

The Tiers 

Here’s the ranking broken down into tiers for a better sense 
of the proximity within groups of players. 

This year’s ranking is divided into five tiers. They are: 1-2, 3-
8, 9-24, 25-45, and 46+. I debated swapping each of the 
players I have ranked 46-50 with most of the 55 players I 
have listed as honourable mentions below. Those players 
are largely interchangeable and I’d listen to arguments for 
each at the bottom of the list. Consider it more of a 46-105 
tier (though there’s probably one more divide in there 
between the players I seriously considered and the ones that 
only got passing consideration). 

Honourable mentions (sorted alphabetically):  

Emil Andrae, LHD (Philadelphia Flyers) 
Lian Bichsel, LHD (Dallas Stars) 
Thomas Bordeleau, C (San Jose Sharks) 
Xavier Bourgault, LW/RW (Edmonton Oilers) 
Mavrik Bourque, C (Dallas Stars) 
Bobby Brink, RW (Philadelphia Flyers) 
Brendan Brisson, LW/RW (Vegas Golden Knights) 
Filip Bystedt, C (San Jose Sharks) 
Seamus Casey, RHD (New Jersey Devils) 
Corson Ceulemans, RHD (Columbus Blue Jackets) 
Lukas Cormier, LHD (Vegas Golden Knights) 
Zach Dean, C (Vegas Golden Knights) 
Luke Evangelista, RW (Nashville Predators) 
Jagger Firkus, RW (Seattle Kraken) 
Tyson Foerster, RW (Philadelphia Flyers) 
Nathan Gaucher, C (Anaheim Ducks) 
Conor Geekie, C (Arizona Coyotes) 
David Goyette, C (Seattle Kraken) 
Thomas Harley, LHD (Dallas Stars) 
Ville Heinola, LHD (Winnipeg Jets) 
Isaac Howard, LW (Tampa Bay Lightning) 
Zac Jones, LHD (New York Rangers) 
Marat Khusnutdinov, C (Minnesota Wild) 
Jackson LaCombe, LHD (Anaheim Ducks) 
Brad Lambert, C/RW (Winnipeg Jets) 
Carson Lambos, LHD (Minnesota Wild) 
Hendrix Lapierre, C (Washington Capitals) 
Zachary L’Heureux, LW (Nashville Predators) 
Tristan Luneau, RHD (Anaheim Ducks) 
Carter Mazur, LW (Detroit Red Wings) 
Connor McMichael, C/RW/LW (Washington Capitals) 
Filip Mesar, RW (Montreal Canadiens) 
Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW (Washington Capitals) 
Shakir Mukhamadullin, LHD (New Jersey Devils) 
Jake Neighbours, LW (St. Louis Blues) 
Ty Nelson, RHD (Seattle Kraken) 
Juuso Parssinen, C/LW (Nashville Predators) 
Sasha Pastujov, RW/LW (Anaheim Ducks) 
Jakob Pelletier, LW (Calgary Flames) 
Owen Pickering, LHD (Pittsburgh Penguins) 
Aatu Raty, C (Vancouver Canucks) 
Nick Robertson, LW (Toronto Maple Leafs) 
Isak Rosen, LW (Buffalo Sabres) 
Joshua Roy, LW/RW (Montreal Canadiens) 
Mackie Samoskevich, RW (Florida Panthers) 
Reid Schaefer, LW (Edmonton Oilers) 
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Ty Smith, LHD (Pittsburgh Penguins) 
Elmer Soderblom, LW (Detroit Red Wings) 
Victor Soderstrom, RHD (Arizona Coyotes) 
Jordan Spence, RHD (Los Angeles Kings) 
Stanislav Svozil, LHD (Columbus Blue Jackets) 

Henry Thrun, LHD (Anaheim Ducks) 
Alex Turcotte, C (Los Angeles Kings) 
William Wallinder, LHD (Detroit Red Wings) 
Connor Zary, C/LW (Calgary Flames) 
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Stadium Series 2023: Outdoor game a pivotal achievement for market that struggled to 
garner respect 
By Ryan Bisesi 

Raleigh, N.C. — An event combining the ambition, novelty 
and energy of Saturday's Navy Federal Credit Union NHL 
Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley Stadium is everything 
Triangle fans love about live sports in what feels like a 
watershed moment since the NHL moved to North Carolina 
in 1997. 

During Carolina Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon's 
introductory press conference in 2018, he emphasized that 
the team was not moving anywhere, then an oft-discussed 
rumor in hockey circles with the team in the midst of a 
decade-long playoff drought. He articulated that one of his 
goals was bringing an outdoor game to Raleigh. 

It's just something that made too much sense for a team that 
plays home games next to a football stadium in an area that 
embraces a big event. For a market that faced an uphill climb 
in establishing credibility, Saturday marks another page in 
establishing the Triangle as a mainstay hockey market in a 
league that embraces its tradition. Dundon has received his 
fair share of criticism, but has shown he's willing to spend to 
bolster the on-ice product. Backed by his vision, the on-field 
commodity Dundon's helping provide this Saturday is unlike 
anything the state has ever experienced. 

It's a primetime, national TV audience opportunity on a major 
network and one NHL franchises don't take for granted. For 
fans, the game that's been pushed back twice and five years 
in the making presents itself as a cathartic experience. 
Tickets in the secondary market were going as much as 
$700 a week out. Capacity figures to be around 51,000 for 
the game. 

Fast facts about the 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL 
Stadium Series 

 Washington Capitals vs. Carolina Hurricanes 

 To be played at Carter-Finely Stadium 

 Saturday, Feb. 18 at 8 p.m. 

 This will be the 13th Stadium Series, with North 
Carolina set to become the ninth U.S. state to host 
a game. 

 The Hurricanes will become the 28th different 
franchise to play in an NHL regular-season outdoor 
game. 

 11 players on the Hurricanes roster have played in 
either a Winter Classic, Stadium Series, or Heritage 
Classic game. They include Derek Stepan, Jordan 
Staal, Brent Burns, Calvin De Haan, Jesper Fast, 
Brady Skjei, Paul Stastny, Teuvo Teravainen and 
Frederik Andersen. Max Pacioretty has played in 
four outdoor games, but is on injured reserve along 
with Ondrej Kase. 

 The Capitals are 3-0-0 in outdoor games, having 
won in 2011, 2015 and 2018. Seven Capitals have 
played in at least one NHL outdoor game. 

 Saturday brings the NHL's 37th outdoor game, the 
sixth at a college stadium and second outdoor 
game in the Southeast after a game was held in 
Nashville last year. 

"We told [the NHL] we were going to sell out tickets as 
quickly as we got them," said Hurricanes Chief Marketing 
Officer Mike Forman. "We sold out our first allotment of close 
to 19,000 in about three hours. We got another allotment of a 
few thousand and sold that out." 

The timing is good. The Hurricanes were at the top of the 
Metropolitan Division and on a torrid 24-2-3 stretch heading 
into the All-Star Break on their way to a fifth-straight playoff 
appearance. For at least the second-straight year, Carolina 
has a legitimate chance to win the Stanley Cup in June. The 
game is also another step in securing momentum toward 
enhancements for PNC Arena and the prospects of 
development in the area. Centennial Authority owns the 
arena and has 81 acres of property around the building. 

"This market is thriving right now," Forman said. "We see 
what we have in PNC every single night. We're at 99 percent 
capacity on the year. It's a lively, energetic crowd and we 
knew that was going to translate." 

"It has been a long time coming," said Scott Dupree with the 
Greater Raleigh Sports Alliance. "I've been doing this job in 
Raleigh for many years and I honestly don't remember an 
event that created this much anticipation and excitement. 

"Fans and general public are really, just at almost a frenzy 
for this game to get here." 

There are plenty of other reference points that built in an 
upward trajectory toward earning this game, from Raleigh 
hosting the 2004 NHL Draft, Game 7 of the 2006 Stanley 
Cup Finals and the 2011 NHL All-Star Game. 
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The Hurricanes, the NHL, the city of Raleigh, Wake County, 
the state of North Carolina and PNC Arena co-tenant NC 
State are all pitching in resources, making accommodations 
to facilitate the game and create several days of excitement 
around it, including the Hurricanes Alumni Game on Sunday 
and the NC State/UNC club hockey game on Monday. 

"You need everyone's buy-in and support," Forman said. 
"You're going over the span of multiple days. You're working 
years out in advance. For the NHL, it's probably old news for 
them in terms of putting on this type of an event. For our 
market, our organization, we were kind of learning as we 
went for the year or two after it became a reality." 

Projections put the game to generate $12.4 million in total 
economic impact for the region. 

As early as spring of 2019, NHL executives, including 
commissioner Gary Bettman, toured Carter-Finley Stadium 
to scope out the facility. Later, talks involved Bettman and 
elected officials as highly ranked as Gov. Roy Cooper. 

"This outdoor game is going to be epic," Cooper said in a 
television interview with Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy. 

Bettman told the Centennial Authority members that 
Saturday's game was the fastest sellout the league has ever 
seen for an outdoor game. The Washington Capitals, who 
are 3-0-0 in outdoor games, sold out their allotment as well. 

Good 'hockey' weather 

For all the planning and organization that goes into the 
game, a usual question is 'what about the weather?' 

Conditions aren't as much of a factor as you'd think thanks to 
modern ice refrigeration methods. In fact, the first outdoor 
game in NHL history was played in Las Vegas at Caesars 
Palace in September of 1991. One account recalls it being 
85 degrees for puck drop at that game. 

The long-range outlook has highs in the low 50s for Saturday 
and lows in the lower 30s, which should make for ideal 
"hockey weather." 

The average temperature for Feb. 18 in Raleigh is 38 
degrees, which is what Hurricanes General Manager Don 
Waddell has been hoping for since the game was finalized. 

"I've been living off that for the last year," said Waddell. "As 
we look at the forecast right now, we think it's going to be a 
great night for hockey." 

The league's equipment can ensure the ice is at least two 
inches thick and consistently 22 degrees. So unless there's 
torrential rain, weather shouldn't prevent the game from 
being played. 

In 2020, Dallas experienced heavy rain and temperatures in 
the upper 60s four days prior to a game. The rain and 
temperatures combined melted the top layers of ice, and the 
crew had to rebuild the top sheet of ice because the white 
paint, lines and logo all washed away. 

"A warm rain is probably worst-case scenario from 
everything we've been told for good ice conditions," Forman 
said. 

Should the worst occur, the NHL has reserved Sunday as a 
makeup day for the game. Sunday is of course the same day 
as the NC State/UNC basketball game at PNC Arena, which 
would no doubt cause a traffic nightmare on Edwards Mill 
Road, Blue Ridge Road and Trinity Road. 

But the chaos that scenario would present is something 
those organizing the event don't want to even think about. 

"I know rain is the trouble spot," Dupree said. "No one really 
wants to talk about that or have to deal with it yet, but the 
league is for sure holding that date open for both teams." 

Rain is possible on Friday, when the Carolina Hurricanes 
Fan Fest will be held downtown from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. On 
Saturday, the pregame party will begin at 2 p.m. in the PNC 
Arena East 1000 lot and feature games, music, special 
appearances and the Stanley Cup. 

The inaugural Winter Classic between the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and Buffalo Sabres took place on New Year's Day 
2008. That game featured heavy snow in a raucous 
environment and launched a new tradition, answering 
whether the NHL could pull off such a spectacle with a 
resounding yes. 

Since then, games have largely been played in football 
stadiums, with historic baseball venues like Wrigley Field, 
Yankee Stadium and Fenway Park getting chances as well. 

The two weeks leading up to the game will include days in 
the 60s and 70s. That may sound concerning, but according 
to the NHL, coolant can be used to manage the temperature 
of the ice, even in unseasonable warmth. The warmest 
temperatures for an outdoor NHL game since 2003 was 65 
degrees in Denver in February 2016. 

A nod to the Triangle's college loyalties 

For the first time in the history of NHL's outdoor games, a 
group of fans will get to be on the field in a general 
admission section. 

The NHL and Hurricanes agreed to let around 800 NC State 
students buy tickets on the field to create an more festive 
atmosphere and a Final Four-like seating arrangement in a 
tribute to the area's collegiate loyalties. No other outdoor 
game has had fans on the field before this one. 

"The biggest thing we wanted to suggest and offer to them 
was the true identity of our region, one of which being the 
tailgate scene, college athletics, the students and what type 
of atmosphere it is at Carter-Finley and around the state," 
Forman said. "We worked with [the NHL] and they came up 
with the plan to have students on the far end of the field." 

Carter-Finley is known for being one of the better tailgating 
experiences in the state and parking lots will open at 2 p.m. 
Parking will cost $40. 
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Canes Surge Into Second Half With Strong Attendance Figures 
"Our fans have really responded to the way the team plays 
and we all take pride in now being the loudest house in the 
NHL." 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Through their first 25 home games of the 
2022-23 season, the Carolina Hurricanes tout an average 
attendance of 18,505. 

With a sell-out at PNC Arena for hockey being 18,680, that 
gives the organization a mean capacity of 99%.  A far cry 
from the 11,776 per-night average registered during the 
2016-17 season, the rise of support has caught the attention 
of many league-wide. 

"Tom (Dundon) is the reason we're having this 
conversation," Rod Brind'Amour offered. "It's because of 
what he's done for our franchise." 

Crediting the owner's commitment to spending to the salary 
cap, the desire to utilize the full $82.5 million has positively 
impacted the team's on-ice success. 

Since the beginning of the 2018-19 season, the first for the 
trio of Dundon as owner, Don Waddell as President and 
General Manager, and Rod Brind'Amour as head coach, the 
Canes have compiled a record of 208-96-36, third-best in the 
NHL. Only the Tampa Bay Lightning and Boston Bruins have 
totaled better. 

Their attendance has improved hand-in-hand, year-over-
year, jumping by over 1,000 in now four out of the five years. 

Carolina Hurricanes Average Attendance, Per Season 
(+League Ranking) 

2016-17: 11,776 (30th out of 30) 

2017-18: 13,321 (28th out of 31) 

2018-19: 14,322 (27th out of 31) 

2019-20: 16,795 (21st out of 31) 

2020-21: N/A (COVID-19-Impacted Season) 

2021-22: 17,210 (13th out of 32) 

2022-23 (to date): 18,505 (8th out of 32) 

 "One aspect of our attendance numbers and trends that we 
are particularly proud of was the 13% jump in attendance 
from 2016-17 to 2017-18 because it signified we were on the 
right track from a business and brand perspective even 
before the team's success on the ice," Canes Chief 
Marketing Officer Mike Forman offered when asked of the 
figures. "Tom Dundon took over officially in January of 2018 
and it's not coincidental that we pushed the envelope the 

back half of that season and had a little more creative 
freedom to test out what worked, or didn't work." 

Since the end of the 2016-17 season, and obtaining that 
creative freedom, the fan base has continued to grow at an 
incredible pace. 

"We have gone from being ranked in the bottom few teams 
in the league in number of season ticket members (STM) 
and overall attendance, to now being in the top 10," Senior 
Vice President, Ticket and Premium Sales Sara Daniel 
provided.  "Our fans have really responded to the way the 
team plays and we all take pride in now being the loudest 
house in the NHL. There truly is a fear of missing out, people 
know and talk about how much fun the games are, especially 
when it is playoff time." 

NHL Attendance Rankings, By Team + Metropolitan 
Population 

1. Montreal - 4.3M 

2. Tampa Bay - 2.9M 

3. Detroit - 3.5M 

4. Toronto - 6.3M 

5. Boston - 4.3M 

6. Vancouver - 2.6M 

7. Washington - 5.4M 

8. Carolina - 1.5M 

9. Dallas - 6.5M 

10. Minnesota - 2.9M 

(Info via MacroTrends.net) 

"From a foundational standpoint, that 2017-18 season 
signified major progress for us and led into the true turning 
point of it all during the 2018-19 season, where team 
success met the off-ice success we were seeing. We 
established our brand pillars and identity in wanting to be 
bold, regionally focused and fun on and off the ice and it has 
translated everywhere across the organization, but most 
notably to the excitement and sheer number of people in the 
building where we now sit at 99% capacity on a nightly basis 
this season," Forman continued. 

With a new single season-best 17 sold-out games already 
this season, the team has already set a franchise record with 
over 22,000 ticket plans sold. 

"This building is as electric as it gets," Brind'Amour continued 
when speaking on PNC Arena. "It's amazing how electric it 
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is. But this year, and the last few years, it's been incredible 
support from the community. The Caniac nation is out there 
in full force. We gave them a good product, and it's 
something that they can come out and enjoy their time for a 
few hours. We want them to be proud of their team and they 
have definitely been showing it." 

The impact is felt on the ice, as well. 

"Ever since [Tom] took over, things have started to turn 
around for the better. There are definitely things to be said 
about the spending and making Rod the head coach. 
They've done a good job of bringing in the right players. 
We've drafted well and we've been able to keep guys, too," 
Jordan Staal spoke of the organization's uptick. "Tom's been 
a huge part of making us and keeping us competitive in a 
tough Metropolitan Division. Every team in this division 
expects to be in the playoffs, so it's nice to be in that 
competitive aspect as well. We've been able to keep building 
a brand that's been fun to play for." 

"Part of it, of course, is that the product has to be good for 
[the growth in attendance] to happen. But I also think the 
game in Raleigh is starting to take off," Staal furthered. 

"More and more kids are involved and the game itself has 
been fun to watch. Our team creates a buzz that allows 
everyone in Raleigh and the surrounding areas to cheer for 
collectively." 

Now with the franchise's first outdoor game just days away, 
set to include over 100% capacity and in the ballpark of 
55,000 people, and another Stanley Cup Playoff appearance 
looking likely, the growth is predicted to continue in the years 
to come. 

"We certainly have been challenged, in a good way, with the 
incredible growth of our STM base to figure out how we can 
continue to provide access and unique experiences, but I 
think we have done a great job with that, and we continue to 
challenge ourselves to see what we can add or try that is 
new each year," Daniel concluded with. "It all starts with the 
personal relationships and connections we have with our 
fans. Winning without a doubt helps, but the time and effort 
invested by every staff member here at PNC Arena to ensure 
our fans have the best experience is something that we pride 
ourselves on and know is a true difference maker." 
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Quick Shifts: Three teams that should trade for Timo Meier 

What would a potential trade package look like for Timo 
Meier? 

By Luke Fox 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of 
hockey, serious and less so, and rolling four lines deep. I’m 
surprised there aren’t more boos. 

1. First-round picks are flying, and frontline forwards are 
changing addresses. 

So, with Bo Horvat and Vladimir Tarasenko off the board, 
Timo Meier is the hottest name at the tea party. The best and 
healthiest impact forward standing. 

He’s a pure power forward. A truck of a 26-year-old who 
already has his third 30-goal, 50-point campaign by Game 
53. He’s also staring at a fourth consecutive playoff-free 
spring and in danger of wasting more prime shifts with an 
organization undergoing renovations. 

Yet, Meier continues to wow on a bad team swamped with 
trade rumours. 

“It’s definitely challenging,” Meier said on a recent San Jose 
Sharks broadcast. “But you try to do whatever you can to be 
your best self out there. And you owe it to your teammates to 
put everything you got on the ice — even though your 
name’s out there.” 

Oh, it’s out there all right. 

What a test for rookie GM Mike Grier to handle a 
complicated situation correctly. And what an opportunity for 
Cup contenders to secure a legitimate game-breaker on the 
left wing. 

The New Jersey Devils top the list, with the Swiss 
connections and the cap space to sign Meier long-term, 
regardless of how Jesper Bratt’s future shakes out. 

GM Tom Fitzgerald has been poking around the marquee 
forward moves since last summer’s free agency with Johnny 
Gaudreau. Could this be the time he spends big? 

The Carolina Hurricanes — who lost Max Pacioretty as fast 
as they got him — need to be keen here, too. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour mentioned over the all-star 
weekend that Carolina wants to add size and scoring. With 
Frederik Andersen’s $4.5 million and Jordan Staal’s $6 
million coming off the books in the summer (Captain Staal 
should re-sign but for less), extending Meier makes some 
sense. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are an intriguing wild card here. 

GM Kyle Dubas vows not to spend his first-round pick or top 
prospect Matthew Knies on a rental and went out of his way 

to temper the Nation’s thirst for a big-name acquisition this 
week. 

Technically, Meier would not be a rental. He’s under club 
control in 2023-24 — provided his team extends him long-
term or grants him a one-year, $10 million qualifying offer. 

Toronto could enjoy one deadly postseason with both Meier 
and William Nylander (UFA 2024) in its top six. 

Following elimination or the parade, the Leafs could 
negotiate with both wingers and make a difficult choice. One 
gets the J.T. Miller extension; the other gets Horvat’d to the 
highest bidder. 

Just an idea. 

2. Nine fast thoughts on the Tarasenko trade: 

• What an advantage for the New York Rangers, heading 
into the deadline as the lone Cup contender with two first-
round picks (their own and the Dallas Stars’). They gave the 
St. Louis Blues the latter of the two. 

• Not sure which is scarier for Metropolitan Division foes 
matching up: Panarin – Zibanejad – Tarasenko as a top line? 
Or Kreider – Trocheck – Kravtsov and Lafreniere – Chytil – 
Kakko as a middle six? 

• We’re not knocking Doug Armstrong on this one at all. Yes, 
the organization didn’t want to retain salary, but the GM’s 
hands were tied by a no-trade clause, and he scored a first-
round pick for a player he had no chance of re-signing. 
(Remember, the Blues could’ve lost Tarasenko for nothing in 
the Seattle expansion draft.) 

• When a fellow Russian NHLer on an opposing team was 
informed of the Tarasenko deal, he perked up immediately: 
“Oh! He’s going to be really happy.” 

• We like the Vancouver Canucks' haul for Horvat much 
better because (a) the pick should be higher and (b) because 
Horvat didn’t have trade protection, the Canucks had more 
options, helping drive price. 

• Upon learning of another top-line player moving from west 
to east, Toronto’s John Tavares agreed that the Eastern 
Conference is probably the strongest he’s seen it in his 14 
years. 

The NHL’s top five seeds are all in the East, and we’re still 
anticipating significant deadline adds by Boston, Tampa Bay, 
Toronto, New Jersey, and Carolina. 

• If Armstrong can’t get reasonable contracts done soon with 
Ryan O’Reilly, Ivan Barbashev, and Noel Acciari, they should 
be rented out too. Does anyone want Thomas Greiss ($1.25 
million cap hit, .909 save percentage) as playoff goalie 
insurance? 
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• Patrick Kane and the Rangers had eyes for each other: “It's 
not, like, the happiest I’ve been to hear about a trade. I think 
the Rangers are a team that you definitely pay attention to 
and definitely are intrigued by, for obvious reasons. 

“If things were going to happen, that was a team I was 
definitely looking at. It seems like they kind of filled their void 
and went ahead and made a deal. So, it is what it is.” 

• If his hip issues are as overblown as Kane says they are, 
he would look great in Dallas. 

3. Quote of the Week. 

“It’s too long and it’s too much money.” — New York 
Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello, on Horvat’s contract. 

4. Ilya Samsonov took advantage of the break and jetted 
south to Miami, where he and wife Mariya spent six days 
relaxing on the beach with Evgeny Kuznetsov, Ilya 
Lyubushkin and their families. 

With Matt Murray on injured reserve, Samsonov has returned 
with a smile, ready to run with Toronto’s crease. 

“I’m ready for this one. I’m waiting for this time long — the 
last three, four years,” Samsonov said, prior to pitching 
Friday’s shutout in Columbus. 

“It’s good opportunity for me. I feel much better right now 
than a couple years ago, one year ago. I just enjoy hockey 
right now. I want to play every day.” 

His first challenge — staring down Patrik Laine’s shot — 
turned out to be no big deal. 

“It’s no dangerous than Ovi’s, yeah,” Samsonov shrugged, 
with a laugh. 

5. Joseph Woll is coming in hot this season, making his NHL 
season debut Saturday versus the Blue Jackets after 
compiling a 13-1 record and a .930 save percentage down 
on the farm. 

“I don’t know if his numbers could be any better than they 
are,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe says. 

Toronto could have two more back-to-backs beyond this one 
before Murray (ankle) is ready for action. It’ll be interesting to 
see if intriguing third-stringer Woll gets any starts beyond 
those. 

Despite getting injured at camp and spending his winter in 
the AHL, the 24-year-old says his relationship with new Leafs 
goalie coach Curtis Sanford is a strong one. 

“He’s an awesome person, first and foremost, which is 
probably the most important thing,” Woll says. 

“One of the first things we did was went out to dinner. And I 
think that was really awesome by him, just helping to 
establish that personal relationship. I think that's the most 
important thing when you have a goalie coach, or any coach 
or in any business — developing a personal relationship. I 
know he’s got my back. 

“So when I come up here, I have a lot of faith and a lot of 
trust and what he does.” 

6. We are informed by our own histories. 

After riding one workhorse goalie for so long in Andersen, 
the Maple Leafs switched to the tandem approach. 

On the flip side, the Washington Capitals grew tired of 
waiting for one of its tandem — Samsonov and Vitek 
Vanecek — to seize the crease, cut both loose last summer 
and spent big on free agent Darcy Kuemper to be The Man. 

While Kuemper has the better save percentage (.915), 
backup Charlie Lindgren (.907) is no slouch. 

“Both of our goaltenders were really relied upon this year," 
says coach Peter Laviolette. "When Kemps went down, 
Chucky went in there and he did an unbelievable job. He 
came in and he got Player of the Week and ran off a bunch 
of wins in a row. 

“More than anything as a coach is that you want to know that 
you’ve got two good, capable goaltenders. Right now, 
Kemps has been getting a bit of a run here with the starts, 
but there's a lot of confidence in Chucky and the way he 
plays the game too. 

“It’s great to have two goaltenders that you know you can 
count on and that your team knows they can count on.” 

7. As a bubble team, the Capitals need more from Anthony 
Mantha, who ranks seventh on the team in goals (nine) and 
points (24). 

Laviolette has healthy-scratched Mantha on occasion. Now 
he’s tumbled down to the fourth line. The fan base is less 
than satisfied, to put it gently. 

The coach believes the winger’s work ethic needs 
improvement, that Mantha is at his best when he leans into 
his speed and throws himself into a relentless forecheck. 
Consistency is an issue. 

“I sit down and talk with Anthony about his game,” Laviolette 
says. “He can have a real impact in the game. And when he 
gets going with the size of his body and his skill level, he can 
really make a difference. 

“I’m just trying to show him those times in the game where 
he’s using it to be physical.” 

Veteran Washington doesn’t have the speediest roster to 
begin with, and with No. 1 defenceman John Carlson on the 
shelf long-term, a postseason berth is in doubt. 

Mantha needs to provide a boost. 

We’re talking about a $5.7-million player getting called out 
publicly for his work ethic here. 

8. Plenty of interesting nuggets to steal from Ken Hitchcock’s 
in-depth interview on a recent edition of Spittin’ Chiclets. One 
that stands out is Hitchcock’s take on head coach–general 
manager relations. 

So often we hear that relationships are a two-way street; that 
it’s on both parties to keep communication smooth. 
Hitchcock — who ranks seventh all-time in games coached 
(1,598) —doesn’t see it that way: 

“It’s on the coach to make the relationship work. It’s on the 
coach. You’ve got to really be vulnerable to make it work. In 
other words, when you screw up, you got to be able to go 
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and tell him: ‘Look. I f----- up on this. I made a mistake here.’ 
And be vulnerable. 

“He probably isn’t going to be happy about it. But if you’re 
protective and defiant, it never works. It’s on you to build the 
relationship, and it’s on you to keep the relationship. The 
coach’s job is to make sure the general manager is well 
informed, is up to date on anything and doesn’t get 
surprised. 

“Nothing pisses off a general manager more than when a 
coach throws a surprise at him: puts a guy in the lineup that 
he doesn’t know is going in the lineup, takes a guy out, 
whatever. Or, when the team’s not going well, starts blaming 
it on the players. 

“You are responsible for the conduct of your team, and 
you’re responsible for their play. It might mean it’s 
uncomfortable at times. But that’s your job. 

“And if you do it well, you’ll build a lasting friendship and 
relationship. So, when it’s a really s----- time and things are 
dire, he’s going to have your back.” 

Love Hitchcock’s insight here. 

We’ll take it one step further and argue that it’s a wise 
mindset to take into any boss-employee relationship, sports 
or otherwise. 

Just as it’s on the coach to make things work with his GM, 
it’s on the GM to make things work with ownership. 

9. Hitchcock, employed by the Blues in an advisory role, is 
still very much a student of the game. In his view, the true 
Stanley Cup contenders are the clubs that check all over the 
ice. He lists some off: Seattle, Dallas, Carolina … 

“Toronto now checks. Those teams are incredible. And you 
look at Tampa — they check like crazy. The teams that 
check are going to win. And the teams that check pay 
attention to detail. And those are the two things that still 
matter, no matter the skill level,” Hitchcock says. 

He elaborates on the Maple Leafs’ growth in this department. 

“They’ve got at least two-thirds of their lineup that play right 
through you. That is what checking is. You have to play right 
through people,” he explains. 

“Toronto, all of a sudden, players where people said, ‘This 
guy is too soft, that guy is too soft, and you’ll never win with 
these guys,’ they go right through you. That’s a real accolade 
for that coaching staff to be able to pull that off with the same 
personnel. They did it. Now they’ve got something that they 
know is going to be a tough out in the playoffs.” 

10. How much should we read into the fact that it was head 
coach John Tortorella who penned a please-be-patient 
letter to the Philadelphia Flyers’ season ticket holders and 
not general manager Chuck Fletcher? 

Barring a miracle, Fletcher’s team will have qualified for the 
postseason once in his five seasons running the front office 
— the worst performance for the organization since it missed 
the playoffs from 1990 through 1994. 

11. Buffalo Sabres GM Kevyn Adams got the jump on Tage 
Thompson, Mattias Samuelsson and most recently Dylan 
Cozens, locking up these young core pieces through their 
prime for what should result in team-favourable rates. 

Cozens is big (6-foot-3, 195 pounds). He has character and 
leadership qualities. And, boy, is the kid talented. 

Exploding for 17 goals and 43 points in his first 49 games of 
the season, Cozens is the type you bank on early. 

Cozens is driving plays and performs strong in transition. He 
is competitive and should only improve with time. 

Naturally, Adams used Thompson’s seven-year, $50 million 
commitment as a ceiling and convinced Cozens to fall under 
that (seven years, $49.7 million). 

Deals like these in your top six make Jeff Skinner’s oft-
criticized $9-million cap hit more palatable.  

Adams’ next big negotiation challenge: Rasmus Dahlin. 

The Norris candidate is eligible to sign long-term this 
summer but won’t be an arbitration-eligible RFA until 2024. 

The GM has time, absolutely. But he is showing an 
eagerness to get his exciting young core to commit early. 

12. OK, the Devils have the best player-of-the-game award 
in the league and it’s not particularly close.
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About Last Night: Yeah... 
The Carolina Hurricanes had a rare stinker, losing to the 
Rangers 6-2.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes made their return from an extended 
break Saturday night in PNC Arena, playing the New York 
Rangers in their first game in 10 days.  

And the rust was evident as the Rangers blew the Canes out 
6-2, with Artemi Panarin finishing the night with four goals 
and five points in a rout that stopped Carolina’s win streak at 
seven games.  

It was an uncharacteristic stinker from the home team, one 
that the Canes will want to flush quickly.  

About last night: 

Tip your cap and move on... 

While it’s obviously important for the team itself to analyze 
what went wrong Saturday night, from a fan’s perspective it’s 
one of those games that you really can just tip your cap and 
move on from.  

For starters, the Canes were off for 10 days. That’s not an 
excuse, but it is a legitimate reason for a poor outing. Rust 
was prevalent, as the Canes couldn’t execute when they 
needed to and left big holes and opportunities for the 
Rangers to score. It happens. It’s an 82-game season. 
You’re going to have bad nights. It makes sense that one 
might happen against a good team coming back from a long 
break.  

And secondly, sometimes you just get beat by a team and 
player that’s on. The Rangers had their stuff Saturday, 
scoring six goals despite fewer shots and scoring chances 
than the Hurricanes had. New York took advantage of almost 
every opportunity it had. The Hurricanes did not.  

And while you tip your cap to the Rangers, you tip it even 
farther for Panarin. The Rangers’ star scored four times, 
assisted another, and was flat-out excellent for New York in 
a commanding win. It happens.  

That’s not to make excuses for the Hurricanes. There was a 
lot of bad that happened that can’t be simply attributed to 
rust or a hot hand coming into town. But over the course of 
the season, games like this happen. It’s important not to 
panic, especially about a team that is now 34-10-8.  

...but also see the bad trends 

And while the Canes haven’t made a habit of laying eggs like 
they did Saturday — at all, they’ve been one of the best 
teams all season — they did once again have a failure in the 
special teams department that maybe didn’t make all the 
difference in this one, but was still an issue.  

The Rangers went 1 for 1 on the power play, while the 
Canes went 0 for 2.  

Starting with the Carolina penalty kill, Mika Zibanejad scored 
on the power play in the first period, a quick 48-second man 
advantage for the visitors that featured three high-danger 
chances and was overall just well executed.  

The penalty kill hasn’t necessarily been a problem for the 
Hurricanes by any means, but it also hasn’t been the 
strength that it was last year. After putting up historically 
good PK numbers last season, the Canes are at 81.5% this 
season and eighth in the NHL. Again, not bad by any means, 
but not a strength.  

And Carolina kind of needs the PK to be a strength to offset 
the power play — like it did last year — as the Hurricanes’ 
man advantage is now at 19.8% and ranks 22nd in the NHL. 
For another year, the Canes’ power play is bad. It was bad 
Saturday night, and the inability to convert there cost 
Carolina any real chance of competing in this game.  

This is pointing out the obvious, and it probably rings true for 
every single team in the NHL, but Carolina’s success on the 
PP and PK has been pretty telling of whether the team is 
going to win or lose. In wins, Carolina has a PP% of 23.5% 
and a PK% of 84.4%. In losses, the PP% is 11.8% and the 
PK% is 71.0%.  

Again, those differences are pretty similar to some of the 
other teams that have similar records to the Canes, but the 
Canes are also starting from a lower spot — especially in the 
power play — than a lot of those teams.  

It’s certainly not a novel thought to say the Canes need to 
figure things out on the power play, especially as far as 
consistency is concerned, but it’s still an issue. Scoring on 
the power play wouldn’t have made a difference Saturday 
night in a four-goal game, but maybe it would have swung 
some momentum.  

Regardless, someone to add anything on the power play 
would be a welcome boost to the roster as the trade deadline 
approaches.  
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272212658.html 

https://theathletic.com/4187976/2023/02/13/nhl-weekend-rankings-oilers/ 
https://theathletic.com/4163836/2023/02/13/top-nhl-prospects-2023-logan-cooley/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/stadium-series-2023-outdoor-game-a-pivotal-achievement-for-market-that-struggled-to-garner-respect/20710385/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-surge-into-second-half-with-strong-attendance-figures/c-340646742 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/quick-shifts-three-teams-that-should-trade-for-timo-meier/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/12/23596188/about-last-night-yeah 
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After reaching new heights, Caps sink to new depths in ugly loss to 
Sharks 

 

Roman Stubbs 

6-7 minutes 12/02/2023 

 

Charlie Lindgren stared at the video board above the Capital One Arena 
ice during the third period Sunday — the Washington Capitals goaltender 
needed a clearer look at the 66-foot knuckler of a shot that had fluttered 
over his shoulder and into the net. It was a desperation heave from the 
boards by San Jose Sharks defenseman Erik Karlsson, but after it 
deflected off a stick and found its way past Lindgren, it merely amplified 
Washington’s misery in a 4-1 loss to sour a weekend that had begun with 
such promise. 

Less than 24 hours earlier, Washington had earned its most uplifting win 
of the season on the road against the NHL-best Boston Bruins, and 
afterward the Capitals spoke of playing with urgency during the home 
stretch. That urgency was largely absent Sunday against one of the 
league’s worst teams. Instead, the Capitals retreated to their dressing 
room and tried to make sense of their bewildering performance. Winger 
Conor Sheary studied a stat sheet in the hallway afterward, and some of 
the numbers were alarming. Just 21 shots on goal. Ten giveaways. 
Three failed power-play opportunities. It went on and on. 

“We weren’t ready. We didn’t play hard. We didn’t do a lot of things right,” 
Sheary said. 

Lindgren (29 saves) would blame himself for setting an ominous tone. He 
felt refreshed coming off the Capitals’ bye week following the All-Star 
Game, choosing to spend it at a cabin in the Blue Ridge Mountains in 
North Carolina as his body and mind recuperated. The backup goalie 
entered Sunday’s game with 10 wins in his past 13 starts, but that 
success quickly became an afterthought. He gave up a goal on the first 
shot he saw, a short-side snipe by Evgeny Svechnikov that gave the 
Sharks a 1-0 lead just 2:54 in. 

“That didn’t set the team up, didn’t put them in a good spot,” Lindgren 
said. 

But that play only came about because of a turnover by center Lars Eller. 
He was trying to push the pace through the middle of the ice in what 
became a trend Sunday as the Capitals struggled to take care of the 
puck. Even as Lindgren settled in and made a string of saves to keep his 

team out of a deeper hole, the Sharks controlled the neutral zone and 
capitalized on their scoring chances, including a power-play goal by 
Alexander Barabanov at 9:04 of the second period. That was the least 
favorite 20-minute frame of the day for Washington Coach Peter 
Laviolette, he said, but his Capitals were still in striking distance after 
Evgeny Kuznetsov barreled his way to the net and muscled the puck past 
San Jose goalie Kaapo Kahkonen at 16:56. 

Kuznetsov and Kahkonen collided on the play, and Sharks trainers 
rushed to check on the goalie, who had taken a blow to the helmet and 
was replaced by Aaron Dell. (San Jose Coach David Quinn deemed it an 
upper-body injury; Dell made eight saves in relief.) That mattered little. 
The Capitals could not generate scoring chances — they have managed 
three or more goals in just one of their past seven games — and had just 
15 shots by the midway point of the third period. 

“I think tonight obviously exposed us in a lot of ways, but I think in 
general we probably need to get a bit more action at the net, more 
people at the net, more pucks at the net, create second-chance 
opportunities,” Sheary said. “Coming off an emotional win last night, we 
still only scored two goals [against Boston], but we played hard 
defensively and didn’t give up a whole lot. Tonight, we seemed to be 
forcing east-west a little bit too much and creating turnovers that led to 
them transitioning and getting to our zone.” 

Said Laviolette: “We’ve got to get back to a quicker pace, a quicker mind-
set, a delivery mind-set.” 

The Capitals will have to find that frame of mind quickly: The rest of this 
week features a home contest with a playoff hopeful in the Florida 
Panthers on Thursday sandwiched between games against the Carolina 
Hurricanes, owners of the NHL’s second-best record, on Tuesday and 
Saturday. The latter matchup will be an outdoor game at Carter-Finley 
Stadium in Raleigh, N.C. 

Before the Capitals could turn their attention to that stretch, they had to 
finish dissecting Sunday’s letdown. The dagger came at 12:55 of the third 
period, when the puck bounced to Karlsson after a faceoff. He flung the 
puck toward the net, and it deflected off the shaft of Marcus Johansson’s 
stick. 

“I saw he shot it, and then it hit a stick, and it was a seeing-eye shot,” 
Lindgren said afterward, but he did not fully see the puck as it sliced 
through the air and into the net to give the Sharks a comfortable two-goal 
lead. 

“So disappointed in that, too,” he said. 

Here’s what else to know about the Capitals’ loss: 

Mantha sits out 
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Winger Anthony Mantha missed Sunday’s game with a non-covid-19 
illness. Laviolette brought Aliaksei Protas into the lineup on the fourth line 
with Eller and Garnet Hathaway, who had the winner in Saturday’s 2-1 
victory at Boston. Protas was in the penalty box for Barabanov’s goal and 
finished with one shot on goal in 10:29. 

Kuznetsov ‘fine’ after exiting 

Less than a minute after he brought the home crowd to its feet with what 
would be the Capitals’ lone goal, Kuznetsov absorbed a crushing check 
from Sharks captain Logan Couture and left the game. Kuznetsov 
headed to the dressing room while clutching his right arm. 

Kuznetsov returned in the third period and said afterword he was “fine,” 
but it was a scary moment for a team hampered by a slew of major 
injuries. Kuznetsov’s goal was his eighth; he has three points in his past 
three games. 
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Caps searching for consistency with playoff race heating up 

 

by Matt Weyrich 

 

WASHINGTON — The Capitals’ first two games out of the All-Star Break 
encapsulated how their season has gone all year. They took down the 
vaunted Boston Bruins 2-1 on the road Saturday, becoming just the 
second team this season to beat them in regulation at TD Garden. Then, 
they dropped a 4-1 loss to the San Jose Sharks, a team already well out 
of the playoff hunt, the next day. 

No matter how far in or out you zoom, the Capitals have battled 
inconsistencies in 2022-23. Their power-play unit has looked 
unstoppable at times before falling into lengthy scoring droughts. They’re 
among the league’s highest-scoring teams in second periods, unable to 
translate that success as well to the first and third frames. The Capitals 
posted sub-.500 records in both November and January but sprinted 
through December with a mark of 11-2-2. 

That up-and-down play has shown through in the standings over the last 
six weeks. Washington is 8-8-2 since Dec. 29; its only consecutive wins 
over that stretch were separated 11 days apart due to the All-Star Break. 
Sunday’s loss to San Jose was the seventh time the Capitals have 
played the second leg of a back-to-back this season. They’re 1-5-1 in 
those games. 

"I don't want to blame on that,” center Evgeny Kuznetsov said Sunday of 
playing two games 22 hours apart. “We had a lot of time to rest, we 
[were] home before nine, like I said, there are some games like that when 
things not going well, and sometimes we're able to turn the things around 
and today just wasn't there. 

“We're gonna learn from that for sure and, like I said, we're gonna get the 
proper rest and next game I'm pretty sure we're gonna come out hot and 
we're gonna be much better because I know this team can respond after 
bad games.” 

The Capitals have reached the portion of their schedule where every 
point matters. They hold a one-point lead over the Pittsburgh Penguins 
for the top Wild Card spot in the Eastern Conference and face several 
playoff contenders the next few days. With the March 3 trade deadline 
looming, there is a sense of urgency for a team still on the playoff bubble. 

“There’s so many free agents here, it’s a lot going on,” left wing Conor 
Sheary said. “You never know what’s going to happen, but at the same 
time with the players that are in this room you gotta just buy in every 

night. Twenty-five or so games left and we’re pushing towards playoffs 
and we want to stick together as a group. We don’t want to look at who’s 
going to be moved or whatever. That’s out of our control so I think this is 
one that we definitely wanted to get after last night.” 

Washington has shown at many points this season what it’s capable of 
doing. Not every team is capable of walking out of TD Garden with a 
regulation win. Not every team is capable of stringing together a nine-
game point streak. Not every team has star-caliber players returning to 
the ice down the stretch like the Capitals do in Tom Wilson and perhaps 
John Carlson. 

But in order to make a deep playoff run and, in a deep Wild Card field, 
qualify in the first place, the Capitals understand that it’s going to take 
more consistency than what they’ve shown since the calendar turned to 
2023. 

“I don't think there's any room for excuses, including myself,” goaltender 
Charlie Lindgren said. “I think we all got to look in the mirror and we all 
probably got to say we got to be a little bit better." 
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Missed opportunities cost Capitals in loss to Sharks 

 

by Matt Weyrich 

 

WASHINGTON — The Capitals had their chances. Despite generating 
three power plays, orchestrating several breakaways and facing a third-
string goaltender for 23 minutes, they couldn’t finish enough plays to 
prevent the San Jose Sharks from picking up a 4-1 win Sunday. 

Coming off an impressive win over the Boston Bruins on Saturday, the 
Capitals couldn’t carry over their success against a Sharks team led by 
defenseman Erik Karlsson. The 32-year-old has enjoyed a renaissance 
season in which he’s rediscovered the offensive success of his younger 
years. Karlsson tallied three points including a third-period goal that iced 
the game for San Jose. 

The Sharks jumped ahead early on a goal by right wing Evgeny 
Svechnikov and the score held through the first 30 minutes of play. 
Washington’s possession metrics indicated an unlucky first period of play 
for the home team, but San Jose stepped up in the second by holding the 
Capitals without a shot on goal for the first 20 minutes. 

Capitals head coach Peter Laviolette then decided to abandon his 
forward lines, pairing up Alex Ovechkin with Evgeny Kuznetsov and 
cycling through different right wings alongside them. The Sharks 
dominated puck possession for most of the period until Kuznetsov 
provided the Capitals with the spark they were looking for. 

With just over three minutes left before intermission, he broke into the 
Sharks’ defensive zone with speed and found enough of an edge to 
score a wrister up front. 

Kuznetsov ran into San Jose goaltender Kaapo Kahkonen on the play, 
forcing a visit from the trainers. Kahkonen tried to stay in the game but 
skated off eight seconds into the following shift. The Sharks then turned 
to Aaron Dell, who they recalled Sunday morning because starter James 
Reimer was dealing with an illness. 

Dell stopped all eight shots he faced from there, picking up the win in just 
his third appearance of the 2022-23 season. Charlie Lindgren was 
tabbed with the loss for the Capitals. He made 29 of 32 saves with two 
goals allowed at even strength before center Tomas Hertl put the game 
away with an empty netter. 
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With the loss, the Capitals fell to 28-21-6 but remained one point ahead 
of the Pittsburgh Penguins for the top Wild Card spot in the Eastern 
Conference. Washington will take the day off Monday before hosting the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday as an appetizer for Saturday’s Stadium 
Series game at NC State. 
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Caps open second half with road win over first-place Bruins 

 

by Matt Weyrich 

 

Playing their first game in 10 days, the Capitals took an early lead over 
the Boston Bruins on Saturday and never relinquished it on their way to a 
2-1 victory over the NHL’s top team. 

Boston entered the game with 83 points, good for first place in the 
Atlantic Division and the highest total in the league. The favorites to win 
the President’s Trophy had been particularly difficult to beat at their home 
arena TD Garden, where they sported a 22-1-3 record. 

The Capitals were coming off their bye week after an up-and-down 
January that saw inconsistent results on the power play and a few 
uncharacteristic outings for goaltender Darcy Kuemper. None of those 
trends carried over into play Saturday as Nicklas Backstrom scored a 5-
on-3 tally in the first and Kuemper engineered one of his more impressive 
wins of the season. 

Backstrom’s second power-play goal in three games gave the Capitals 
the 1-0 lead six and a half minutes in. The power play originally belonged 
to Boston, but a series of penalties against the home team gave 
Washington a 5-on-3 advantage for 16 seconds. Backstrom and Marcus 
Johansson were quick to apply pressure up front and the former 
slammed it home. 

The most impressive performance for the Capitals was between the 
pipes. Kuemper struggled over his final four starts in January, allowing 13 
goals across the four games — two of which resulted in head coach 
Peter Laviolette pulling him early. Facing the highest-scoring team in 
hockey Saturday, he stopped 27 of 28 shots to protect the Capitals’ slim 
lead all afternoon. 

In a physical contest that saw the two teams combine for 12 penalties, 
Kuemper made several key stops in 4-on-4, 4-on-5 and 4-on-6 situations 
to prevent the Bruins’ top-ranked power play unit from taking over. He 
improved to 16-14-4 with a .916 save percentage and 2.57 GAA. 

Boston threatened to take over the game in the second, outshooting the 
Capitals 11-4 and scoring its lone goal of the afternoon on a shot by left 
wing Nick Foligno. Yet, as it’s done often this season, the Capitals’ fourth 
line provided a boost on the offensive end with a strong play by Garnet 
Hathaway to keep the puck in the zone and score off the crossbar. 

With the win, the Capitals leaped back in front of the Pittsburgh Penguins 
for the top Wild Card spot in the Eastern Conference. It was an 
impressive start to the second half for a Washington team that will face 
the Florida Panthers and Carolina Hurricanes twice over the next week. 
First up will be the San Jose Sharks for the second leg of a back-to-back 
Sunday. 
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Capitals in search of answers, consistency after ‘really disappointing’ loss 
to Sharks 

 

Tarik El-Bashir 

6-7 minutes 12/02/2023 

 

WASHINGTON — Four months into the season, it’s still not clear who 
exactly the Capitals are. 

Are they the team that beat the NHL-leading Bruins in Boston on 
Saturday afternoon? Or the one that, not 24 hours later, was undone by a 
costly turnover, a bad goal and an unnecessary penalty in a 4-1 loss to 
Erik Karlsson and the 28th-place Sharks? 

The defeat marked Washington’s sixth in a row on Super Bowl Sunday. 

“It wasn’t a good game for us,” coach Peter Laviolette said. “They were 
better than us in a lot of different areas. We were reaching. We weren’t 
working and turned the puck over too many times. We just weren’t good 
enough to win a game.” 

Evgeny Kuznetsov scored Washington’s only goal late in the second 
period to trim San Jose’s lead to 2-1, but Aaron Dell did not allow them to 
get any closer. Dell, who came on in relief of an injured Kaapo Kahkonen 
and is San Jose’s No. 3 netminder, stopped all eight shots he faced in his 
first NHL appearance since Dec. 4. 

“When you go to the net the good thing happens, and I thought that goal 
was gonna give us momentum,” Kuznetsov said, “but unfortunately it 
didn’t.” 

The Caps won five games to close out an 11-2-2 December. In the 18 
games since, they are 8-8-2. Their only consecutive wins book-ended the 
team’s 10-day break for the All-Star Game and bye (at Columbus on Jan. 
31 and at Boston on Saturday). 

“It’s really disappointing,” goalie Charlie Lindgren said of following up a 
big win with a dud. “Yesterday, it was an awesome win; we played a 
really good game against the best team in the league standings-wise. 
And we had an opportunity to come home and we just didn’t get it done.” 

No one used the back-to-backs as an excuse but the Caps, the NHL’s 
oldest team at 30.9 years old on average, got no help from the schedule-
makers this weekend. Not only did they have start times just 22 hours 
apart as well as travel, but the Sharks had been idle since Thursday’s 4-1 
loss at Florida and were in D.C. waiting. 

Washington is now 1-5-1 in the second game of back-to-backs. 

“It happens to everybody,” Laviolette said. “Everybody gets caught with 
the schedule. There’s no excuse. We needed to play a better game. The 
points are important and we didn’t do that.” 

Said Karlsson, who had a goal and two assists: “I felt like we were maybe 
a little bit fresher than they were.” 

The Caps’ offense has also run a bit dry in recent games. In fact, since 
their 4-0 win at Arizona on Jan. 19, they’ve topped three goals just one 
time and needed overtime to do it— a 4-3 win over the 32nd-place Blue 
Jackets at the end of last month. 

“In general we probably need to get a bit more action at the net, more 
people at the net, more pucks at the net,” Conor Sheary said. “Create 
second-chance opportunities.” 

Lindgren put the defeat on himself, saying the goal he allowed to Evgeny 
Svechnikov less than three minutes into the game put his team in a bad 
spot from the get-go. 

“The way the game started for myself, that first goal, that didn’t set the 
team up,” Lindgren said. “Obviously, that’s one I want to have. And once 
you’re down 1-0, you’re trying to battle back.” 
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The play began with a neutral zone turnover by Lars Eller, which the 
Sharks quickly turned around. 

Another self-inflicted wound helped San Jose seize a 2-0 lead midway 
through the second period. Aliaksei Protas, inserted for an ill Anthony 
Mantha, took a tripping penalty in the offensive zone, and Alexander 
Barabanov made the Caps pay. A point shot hit a shin guard in front and 
Barabanov found it first. It was just the second goal Washington’s 
seventh-ranked penalty kill had allowed in 10 games. 

“Probably I got to get a couple of strides and try to reach it more with the 
legs but it happens,” Protas said of the penalty taken 190 feet from his 
own net. 

Kuznetsov’s goal got the Caps back in the game and sent Kahkonen to 
the dressing room. On the play, Kuznetsov bumped the goalie on the 
helmet with his hip, causing the concussion spotter to pull him. 

Kuznetsov also missed the end of the second after getting crunched by 
Logan Couture behind the Caps’ net. The center returned for the start of 
the third period and afterward said he was fine. 

About eight minutes into the final frame, Karlsson put the Sharks ahead 
3-1 with a point shot that hit Marcus Johansson’s stick before fluttering 
over Lindgren. 

“I saw he shot it and then it hit a stick and it was a seeing-eye shot,” 
Lindgren said. “Disappointed in that, too.” 

Added Karlsson: “It took a little bit of a rainbow route. You just try and hit 
the net and good things happen, right?” 

Karlsson, who has been the subject of trade rumors with the March 3 
deadline approaching, now has 18 goals and 55 assists for 73 points. 
That is by far the highest point total among blueliners, while his assist 
total is tied with Connor McDavid for second most. Only Nikita Kucherov, 
with 57, has more helpers. 

“I don’t worry about the circumstantial stuff and the things that I can’t 
control,” Karlsson said of the trade rumors. 

An empty net goal by Tomas Hertl ensured there would be no last-
second heroics for the Caps, and that Alex Ovechkin and company would 
head into Monday’s scheduled day off in search of answers. 

“You’re more tired on the second game of a back-to-back but every team 
goes through it,” Lindgren said. “So I don’t think there’s any room for 
excuses, including myself. We all got to look in the mirror and got to be a 
little bit better.” 
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In the Habs Room: Connor McDavid shoots blanks against Jake Allen 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Published Feb 12, 2023 

 

Martin St. Louis was pleased to see his team come out of the gate with a 
dominant performance, but he was equally pleased with its  play to start 
the second and third periods in an impressive 6-2 win over the Edmonton 
Oilers on Sunday at the Bell Centre. 

The victory gave the Canadiens a sweep of their Super Bowl matinées 
and St. Louis said the team carried momentum from the 4-3 overtime win 
over the Islanders on Saturday. 

“In the Islanders game, we talked about getting on the highway and 
getting in the left lane as fast as we can,” St. Louis said. “That’s what we 
did against the Islanders and we carried it into today. What I liked about 
our game today was that we were in complete control (before) we lost it 
with the penalties, but then we scored on the power play at the end of the 
second to give us that separation. Then  the way we started the third … 
we were poised, calm and calculated, and I’m proud of the boys for that.” 

The Oilers climbed back into the game with a power-play goal by Leon 
Draisaitl and a goal by Evander Kane seconds after the Canadiens killed 
off a 5-on-3 disadvantage. 

But Rafaël Harvey-Pinard put Montreal ahead 4-2 with a power-play goal 
late in the second. Harvey-Pinard, who joined the team on an emergency 
loan on Jan. 17, has been the hottest Canadien of late with six goals and 
two assists in nine games. 

The Oilers lead the NHL in offence and on the power play, but the 
Canadiens won the special teams battle. Montreal went 2-for-3 with 
Harvey-Pinard and Josh Anderson scoring on the power play. The Oilers 
were 1-for-6 and gave up a short-handed goal to Christian Dvorak. 

Defenceman Jordan Harris scored two goals, while 31-year-old Alex 
Belzile, another emergency call-up, scored his first NHL goal. 

Connor McDavid, the runaway leader in the NHL scoring race, failed to 
earn a point, ending his 15-game points streak. 

Jake Allen, who made 30 saves for the win, set the tone for the game 
when he robbed McDavid twice in the first period. Allen said he thanked 
God he got a touch when McDavid used his speed to blow past the 
defenders and go in alone late in the period. 

“He’s put me on the wrong side of highlights most of my life,” Allen said. 
“He definitely has my number for most of the time I’ve played against 
him.” 

But not Sunday. 

McDavid failed to score on seven shots on goal and had others blocked. 

The Canadiens blocked 23 shots with David Savard getting in the way of 
seven. 

“I don’t know how they do it,” Allen said. “They sacrifice themselves and 
that’s what I meant about the principle of the win. It wasn’t just about the 
four points on the weekend, it was more about how we win games, 
especially in this development phase we’re in. Blocking shots, sacrificing 
yourself. Kudos to those guys.” 

The Canadiens played the second half of the game with five defencemen 
after rookie Arber Xhekaj suffered what appeared to be a shoulder injury 
in a fight with Vincent Desharnais. As a result, St. Louis double-shifted 
his top defencemen. Mike Matheson, who scored the overtime goal 
Saturday against the Islanders, was on the ice for 24:23. Savard played 
23:16 and Harris was at 23:13. 
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Canadiens sweep Super Bowl weekend matinées with 6-2 win over 
Oilers 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Published Feb 12, 2023  
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Defenceman Jordan Harris scored two goals and Jake Allen made 30 
saves to lead the Canadiens to a 6-2 victory over the high-flying 
Edmonton Oilers Sunday afternoon at the Bell Centre. 

The win gave the Canadiens a sweep of the Super Bowl weekend 
matinées after Mike Matheson scored with 20.2 seconds remaining in 
overtime to beat the New York Islanders 4-3 Saturday. 

By the time Connor McDavid registered the Oilers’ first shot on goal, the 
game was 10 minutes old and the Canadiens had a 1-0 lead on Alex 
Belzile’s first NHL goal. 

Belzile, a 31-year-old journeyman who has played 20 regular-season 
games and six playoff games spread over four seasons with the Montreal 
organization, scored during a wild scramble in front of the net at 8:14. 
There were several bodies in front of Oilers netminder Stuart Skinner 
who never reacted when Belzile picked up a loose puck and fired from 20 
feet out. 

The Oilers were on the power play when Leon Draisaitl set up McDavid 
in front, but Allen made the stop. Allen came up big again with five 
minutes to play when he stopped McDavid after the superstar blew past 
the defence. 

The Canadiens had another strong start in the second period. Harris 
scored from a sharp angle  and Josh Anderson converted a rebound of a 
shot by Evgenii Dadonov to make it 3-0. Rafaël Harvey-Pinard scored 
later in the period — his sixth goal in nine games since he was called up 
from Laval — but not before the Oilers showed why they’re the No. 1 
offensive team and No. 1  power play in the NHL. 

The Oilers got on the board when Draisaitl scored a power play at 12:22. 
The Montreal penalty kill came up big when it survived a 5-on-3 
disadvantage for 1:28 but, shortly after the second penalty expired, 
Evander Kane scored to cut the Montreal lead to one goal. 

Harris gave the Canadiens some insurance when he scored his second 
goal early in the third period, and Christian Dvorak added a shorthanded 
goal. 

The Canadiens played with five defencemen after Arber Xhekaj left the 
game midway through the second period. Xhekaj suffered a hand or 
shoulder injury while getting his licks in against fellow heavyweight 
Vincent Desharnais. 

On Saturday, Matheson and the Canadiens had to sweat through a 
lengthy video review before it was determined that Mike Hoffman wasn’t 
offside in the sequence leading up to the winning goal. The goal came 
after the Canadiens killed a penalty to Hoffman with goaltender Sam 
Montembeault (two saves) and defenceman David Savard (two blocked 
shots) frustrating the Islanders. 

Kirby Dach scored at 16:44 of the third period to tie the game. Justin 
Barron, with his first of the season, and Nick Suzuki provided the other 
goals. 

It was the first win in eight tries for the Canadiens while wearing their 
powder blue jerseys. They are 1-6-1 in the retro uniforms, prompting 
coach Martin St. Louis to say he hopes the jerseys are not back next 
season. 
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About Last Night: Habs win in return from All-Star break 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Special to Montreal Gazette 

Published Feb 12, 2023 

 

The Canadiens won their first game back from the All-Star break, coming 
back to defeat the New York Islanders 4-3 in overtime at the Bell Centre 
on Saturday afternoon. 

Mike Matheson scored the game-winner and added an assist. Mike 
Hoffman tallied three assists, while Nick Suzuki and Kirby Dach each 
scored. 

It was the team’s first win in their Reverse Retro blue sweaters. 

The Canadiens emerged from the bye week-and-a-half with nearly the 
same lineup. Sean Monahan and Joel Edmundson, among others, 
remain out. Jonathan Drouin returned to the lineup. 

It was Alexander Romanov’s first game back in Montreal since being 
traded to the Isles in the offseason. The new father received a warm 
welcome. 

The Habs and Isles traded goals in the first period. Suzuki blasted home 
his first since Jan. 14 to open scoring. Rafaël Harvey-Pinard sent the 
pass across, while Josh Anderson won the initial battle in the corner. 

Perpetual thorn in Montreal’s side Brock Nelson tied it up just over two 
minutes later, deflecting a Noah Dobson shot through the legs and past 
Sam Montembeault. 

Brock goes between the legs for this NASTY deflection and his point 
streak goes to 10 games! pic.twitter.com/29Qy8jxEy9 

— Isles on MSGSN (@IslesMSGN) February 11, 2023 

It was a mostly quiet second period with the Islanders pulling even in the 
shot count. With less than a minute remaining in the period, Jordan 
Harris went to the box, giving New York their first power play of the day. 
Then, with five seconds left in the frame, new acquisition Bo Horvat 
made his arrival felt by throwing the puck from the corner off 
Montembeault’s pad and in to give Long Island their first lead heading 
into the third period. 

It could’ve been a back breaker against a fragile team, but the Habs 
pulled even early in the third period when Justin Barron scored his first of 
the 2022-23 campaign. His wrist shot beat Semyon Varlamov to make it 
2-2. 

The Islanders grinders went to work. Former Hab Romanov was initially 
credited with the goal from the point, but Matt Martin successfully 
redirected the puck past Montembeault to give New York a 3-2 lead just 
past the midway point of the third. 

Once again, the Habs refused to fold. Matheson walked the line and sent 
the puck in front for Kirby Dach, who gained position and tipped the puck 
home to tie the game 3-3. 

Off to overtime we go. Hoffman chopped The Other Sebastian Aho in 
front to send New York on a 4-on-3 power play. Thanks to two David 
Savard blocks, the Isles failed to capitalize and coming out of the box, 
Hoffman handled the puck in his skates before firing a shot on Varlamov. 
Matheson jumped in, pounced on the rebound and found the back of the 
net to send the Habs home with a victory. Or did he? The officials took an 
interminable amount of time determining if the play was offside. In the 
end, the goal stood and the Habs capped the comeback win. 

With the Habs out of the playoff race, sometimes one thinks about these 
games from the opponent’s perspective: Isles GM Lou Lamoriello just 
pulled off a major move for Horvat in an aggressive bid to push the team 
into playoff contention, and they blow a late lead against the lowly Habs? 
Not a good sign for them. 

As for the Canadiens, Matheson is finally healthy and logging major 
minutes as the leader of this young defensive unit. He was on the ice for 
25:37 and finished at plus 3. Anderson and Hoffman crossed the 20-point 
plateau with their performances. 

RECOMMENDED FROM EDITORIAL 
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Canadiens' Evgenii Dadonov (63) and centre Kirby Dach (77) look down 
to see New York Islanders goaltender Semyon Varlamov has made a 
glove save during first-period action in Montreal on Saturday, Feb. 11, 
2023. 

In the Habs Room: Blue jerseys an affront to Canadiens' history, St. 
Louis says 

With the game tied 2-2, Canadiens' Jesse Ylonen (56) fails to lift the puck 
over New York Islanders goaltender Semyon Varlamov's pad during  
third-period action in Montreal on Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023. 

The Liveblog commenters want Montreal management to concentrate on 
acquiring young forwards this coming trade deadline, because they’re still 
impressed with the young blue liners. Johnathan Kovacevic had extra 
jump coming out of the break, Jordan Harris just got a two-year 
extension, and Lane Hutson is coming up in the rearview mirror as he 
rewrites the NCAA record books. 

3. “Geez, that RHP kid looks good. Hard to believe he is considered a 
fringe prospect.” -Michael Way 

2. “The right call, shouldn’t have taken that long, at least we finally broke 
the blue jerseys jinx.” -Ryan Katz 

1. “This is why I HATE this new off-side rule. It is either off-side or not. 
Enough of this nonsense about how the Ref’s think someone had control 
of the puck or they didn’t.” -Carin Latzel 
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Feb. 12, 2023: Oilers at Canadiens — Five things you should know 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Published Feb 12, 2023  •  Last updated 18 hours ago  

 

Here are five things you should know about the Canadiens-Oilers game 
Sunday at the Bell Centre (12:30 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN-690- Radio, 
98.5 FM). 

The matchup: This is the second game in a back-to-back situation for 
each team. The Canadiens rallied for a 4-3 overtime win over the New 
York Islanders at home Saturday, while the Oilers scored three 
unanswered goals in the third  period to beat the Senators 6-3 in Ottawa. 
In their previous meeting this season, the Oilers were 5-3 winners at 
home on Dec. 3. The Oilers blew that game open with three consecutive 
power-play goals and Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl each 
registered four points. 

Jake’s the man: After Sam Montembeault made 27 saves to beat the 
Islanders on Saturday, it’s Jake Allen’s turn to face the high-powered 
Oilers. Coach Martin St. Louis has suggested the battle for the No. 1 
goaltending spot is wide open and that puts some pressure on Allen, who 
has lost his last two starts after missing three weeks with an upper-body 
injury. Allen, who has only one win since Dec. 12, hasn’t had great 
numbers this season. He has a 10-17-2 record with a 3.58 goals-against 
average and .891 save percentage. 

A little HP Sauce: Rafaël Harvey-Pinard may be on the small side — he’s 
5-foot-9 and 175 pounds — but the fifth-round draft choice is playing a 
big role with the Canadiens. Harvey-Pinard, who started the new year 
with the Laval Rocket, has paved his way to a spot on the top line with 
Nick Suzuki and Josh Anderson, and he was selected as the second star 
in Saturday’s game. It might have been because he set up Suzuki for the 
game’s first goal, but it might also have been a recognition of his 
contributions on defence. The little guy delivered three hits and led the 

team with five blocked shots. Harvey-Pinard is showing he wants to stay 
in the NHL. 

McDavid on a tear: Connor McDavid had a goal and two assists in the 
win over the Senators on Saturday and he continues to run away with the 
NHL scoring race. He has picked up points in 15 consecutive games and 
leads the NHL in points with 97 and goals with 42. The closest player to 
him in the scoring race is teammate Leon Draisaitl, who picked up a pair 
of assists Saturday and has 78 points on the season. As a team, the 
Oilers have points in each of their last 11 games with a 9-0-2 record and 
they are only one point behind the Vegas Golden Knights in the battle for 
first place in the Pacific Division. 

Where we’re at: The Canadiens’ comeback win was a disappoint for 
those fans rooting for the Canadiens to finish as far down in the 
standings as possible. The win moved Montreal into 26th place in the 
overall standings — marginally ahead of the Vancouver Canucks, who 
lost 5-2 in Detroit on Saturday. Astute reader Kevin Martin did point out 
one reason for optimism. Most of the teams below Montreal are in the 
Western Conference and they’ll be playing each other, and picking up 
points whether they want or not down the stretch. 
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Financial distress of Bally Sports’ parent company could impact 
Cardinals and Blues TV deals for fans, clubs 

 

Dan Caesar 

 

The way fans watch Cardinals and Blues games soon could see 
significant change, as a recent report by Bloomberg says that the 
company that owns their regional television rights is heading toward 
bankruptcy court for restructuring of its debt. It also could significantly 
impact the rights fees teams receive. 

The Cards’ and Blues’ local game telecasts are on Bally Sports Midwest, 
one of 19 Bally regional sports networks nationwide. They are under the 
umbrella of Diamond Sports Group, which is part of the Sinclair 
Broadcasting conglomerate that has deals with MLB, NHL and NBA 
teams to televise games. 

Jim Hayes is a familiar face on Bally Sports Midwest's Cardinals 
coverage. 

Sinclair paid $10.6 billion to Disney in 2019 when it bought what at the 
time were called Fox Sports networks. Sports Pro, which covers 
athletics-related business matters, reports the networks now are worth 
approximately $3 billion. 

The Bloomberg report said that Sinclair is expected to fail to make $140 
million in interest payments due soon, which would be “kickstarting a 30-
day grace period” in which it could try to renegotiate deals or file for 
bankruptcy. That could begin as early as this week. 

Possible developments range from the status quo, with Cardinals and 
Blues contests continuing to be available on the cable, satellite and 
streaming services on which they currently appear, or to a chaotic 
situation in which there could be a free-for-all to see where they land. 
The possibility exists that teams would gain control of the telecasts but 
lose rights fees. More streaming seems an eventual outcome, and 
elimination of some territorial blackout restrictions seems to be inevitable. 

Bally Sports Midwest Blues play-by-play announcer John Kelly, left, and 
analyst Darren Pang have been partners for 14 seasons. 

Bally Sports Midwest 
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“Our strong preference would be for the (regional sports networks) to be 
able to fulfill the agreements they signed with the clubs. However, we 
need to be prepared if (they) are unable to do so,” Front Office Sports 
quoted Noah Garden, MLB’s chief revenue officer, as saying. “This is a 
situation we have been monitoring for a long time. We have been 
contingency planning to ensure that no matter what happens with the 
(regionals), fans will be able to continue watching their favorite teams in 
their local market.” 

Although the Sinclair-Diamond regionals recently were added by 
FuboTV, the networks have not been able to reach carriage agreements 
with some other major programming providers — including Dish Network, 
Hulu Live, Sling TV and YouTube TV. MLB commissioner Rob Manfred 
has touched on the subject several times in recent months. 

“I think the key for us is the development of direct-to-consumer products 
to increase our reach,” he has said. “The biggest problem for us on the 
(regional networks) side is that, even within the cable bundle — 
particularly with the Diamond subsidiary — is that their reach, within the 
bundle, is not what it used to be. It’s important for us to develop digital 
products that allow us to get to our fans in a frictionless way. That’s really 
your future.” 

The financial distress is a direct result of the sharp decline of the 
traditional cable/satellite TV packages that were the base model for 
regional sports networks such as the Bally outlets, as many customers 
have “cut the cord” in favor of often-cheaper streaming services. In 2010, 
91% of U.S. homes purchased programming from a cable, satellite or 
telephone company. By 2021, that figure had tumbled to 60% and 
continues to fall while streaming has grown. 

The issue was discussed last week at a meeting of MLB owners. 

“I think you should assume that if Diamond doesn’t broadcast, we’ll be in 
a position to step in,” Manfred said Thursday. “Our goal would be to 
make games available not only within the traditional cable bundle but on 
the digital side, as well. 

“What we do is largely dependent on how Diamond and the creditors play 
their cards, what they decide to do,” he added. “Our No. 1 goal in terms 
of preparations is that if for some reason Diamond isn’t broadcasting, that 
we want to be in a position to make sure our fans are going to get their 
games.” 

Bally Sports Midwest officials referred questions about the matter to a 
spokesperson at the corporate level, who declined comment. 

Big bottom line 

There is a major financial stake for teams, especially ones such as the 
Cardinals — who are in the middle of a 15-year, $1.1 billion deal they 
have for their TV/streaming rights. That’s an average of just over $73.3 
million annually and this year is expected approach $70 million, rising to 
$80 million per season over the last five years of the contract that runs 
through the 2032 season. In addition, the team has a stake in the 
company that is said to be in the 30%-40% range. 

The sets up the team to “share in risk, too,” a team executive has said. 

Cardinals chairman Bill DeWitt Jr. said that BSM’s parent company’s 
uncertain status did not influence the club’s spending this year. 

“It’s a concern and a fluid situation, there’s no question about it,” he said. 
“Something is going to happen sooner or rather than later. It’s a big part 
of our revenue stream. We have nice rights fees. The (regional sports 
networks) model is at risk. 

“We’re operating like, no, it’s going to stay, but the reality is there’s going 
to be change.” 

He added that what happens in this situation could shape spending in the 
years ahead. 

“In a not too long period of time it’s going to be a different delivery system 
where everyone will have an opportunity to watch Cardinals baseball,” 

DeWitt Jr. said. “It’s complicated. We’re hoping for the best because it’s a 
big part of the revenue. ... Ideally, you’d make Cardinal baseball available 
particularly in our broader market (to) those who would like to see it. It 
builds our fan base.” 

Five of Bally’s 14 MLB regionals, including the Kansas City area, began 
selling those telecasts directly to consumers last season. No middleman, 
such as a cable or satellite service, is needed to access them. However, 
that model has not been implemented for Cardinals games and as of now 
it is not in place for the coming season. 

Influence on NHL 

The National Hockey League is less dependent on Sinclair-Diamond than 
is Major League Baseball, something NHL commissioner Gary Bettman 
addressed at a recent news conference. 

“The impact to the league based on how much the Sinclair regionals pay 
is not very large relative to us approaching almost $6 billion in revenues,” 
he said. “However, for the clubs involved, obviously it will have a serious 
impact. We’re in regular touch with the people running the Sinclair 
regionals. Now they are suggesting that there isn’t an imminent financial 
crisis, that they’re trying to reorganize their business and move forward 
effectively, and that the clubs will continue to get paid and the games will 
continue to be distributed. 

“But we are obviously monitoring it very closely, and exploring, at least 
theoretically what the options may be in the event the worst were to 
happen. It’s clear that the regional sports business in this era of cord 
cutting and cord severing is one that is facing some challenges with 
streaming and other alternatives. There will be an evolution of how 
games are distributed. And that’s something obviously, we’re very 
focused on. ... Nothing is imminent, and the solution may not necessarily 
involve bankruptcy.” 

Any significant impact on the Blues would not be expected this season, 
as they wrap up in mid-April. Even if they do make the playoffs, Bally 
Sports Midwest would have no coverage beyond the first round. The 
team nonetheless is concerned. 

“The migration of sports fans from cable TV packages to streaming 
services has clearly been an inevitable trend that we know will force a 
seismic shift in the business model of all sports teams engaged with local 
broadcast partners,” Blues president and CEO said Chris Zimmerman 
said. “Finding a workable alternative to the current model would require 
close collaboration between the leagues and any impacted teams so we 
appreciate that the NHL is fully engaged on this issue. 

“The Blues are fortunate that the strength of our fan base means we 
annually rank among the top American franchises in the NHL for average 
viewing audiences and this season has been no different.” 

MLB moves 

MLB is not standing still. It has hired Billy Chambers to oversee 
distribution of local media rights. Chambers has a vast working 
knowledge of the situation. He was the chief financial officer and chief 
operations officer of the regional sports networks that Sinclair bought and 
was involved in the business aspects of the sale and then worked for 
Sinclair. 

“Billy is an important addition to Major League Baseball and will play an 
integral role in how we navigate the rapidly evolving local media 
landscape in the future,” Manfred said in a statement when Chambers’ 
hiring was announced last month. 

MLB and Diamond are said to be in a tense relationship currently, with 
Diamond (Bally) wanting to sell packages that include weekend-only 
games or just the last few innings of contests, per a report in Sports 
Business Journal. That story said “MLB has not granted other media 
companies those rights, and sources said it is not likely to start with a 
distressed RSN group.” 

Cardinals president Bill DeWitt III summed things up at the team’s Winter 
Warm-up event last month. 
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“The bottom line is the overall economics of (regional sports networks) 
have been in decline and that’s concerning to us all and all of sports,” he 
said. “It’s something we have to be cognizant of.” 
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Blues notebook: Jordan Kyrou is fine after concussion scare 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

There was a lot going on down the stretch of Saturday’s 6-5 Blues 
overtime win against the Arizona Coyotes. Not the least of which was a 
concussion scare involving leading scorer Jordan Kyrou. 

Kyrou left the ice with five minutes, 47 seconds to play in regulation after 
taking a blow to the face by Arizona’s Jordan Schmaltz on an attempted 
breakaway. He was slow getting up and did not return for regulation or 
overtime. 

“He told me he was fine before (leaving the game), but he had to go off 
because of the (concussion) spotter,” coach Craig Berube said following 
the game. “But he said he was fine. I’m sure he’ll be fine.” 

The prognosis was the same following Sunday’s optional practice at 
Centene Community Ice Center. 

“Twenty-five (Kyrou) is fine,” Berube said. 

Which barring a setback means Kyrou will be available for Tuesday’s 
game with the Florida Panthers as the Blues continue a four-game 
homestand. 

With 49 points in 49 games played — on 23 goals and 26 assists — 
Kyrou is on a point-per-game pace for the second consecutive season. 
He had two assists against Arizona, one on a go-ahead goal by Robert 
Thomas early in the third period. 

Just when it looked like Arizona’s J.J. Moser was about to get the puck 
out of the St. Louis zone, Kyrou hustled in, got the puck and pushed it 
over to Thomas whose 13th goal of the season gave the Blues a 3-2 
lead. 

“Kyrou had a strong game, I thought,” Berube said. “Competed hard on 
battles, had some good opportunities, was shooting it. Probably could 
have shot it more. But he competed hard in the battles, which is 
important. Need him to do that every night.” 

Saad got it started 

Overlooked at the end of the day, Brandon Saad’s goal to cut the Arizona 
lead to 2-1 midway through the second period was critical for the Blues. 

He took a pass from Pavel Buchnevich just outside the blue line, then 
used his deceptive speed to split two Arizona defenders. Goalie Karel 
Vejmelka stopped the initial shot, but Saad sent the rebound — from 
below the goal line — off Vejmelka’s backside and in for his 15th goal. 

“Huge goal,” Berube said. “Any time you’re down 2-0, you get a goal, it 
gets you back in the game. It was a big play by him, smart play by him 
putting that puck back to the net, bouncing it off the goalie.” 

Shirt update 

Sammy Blais was shopping for a dress shirt Thursday in New York when 
he got the call that he had been traded from the Rangers to the Blues as 
part of the Vladimir Tarasenko deal. He had to leave the mall 
immediately and head to St. Louis. 

Not to worry. Blais completed the shopping mission Friday at Plaza 
Frontenac in St. Louis County. 

“A white one,” Blais said, of his shirt selection. 

Just one? After his first practice Friday back with the Blues, Blais said he 
needed a couple of dress shirts. 

“Yeah, I know. I’ll go back,” Blais said. “I was in a rush a little bit.” 

Comeback kids 

The Arizona game marked the fourth time this season the Blues have 
rallied from at least two goals down to win. All four of those games have 
been won in extra time — three times in overtime and once in a shootout. 

First and last 

Prior to Saturday’s game, the Blues had allowed a goal in the first minute 
only twice. And had allowed a non-empty-net goal in the final minute only 
twice. 

Well, Arizona got them both ways Saturday. St. Louis native Clayton 
Keller scored just 51 seconds into the contest; Lawson Crouse sent the 
game into overtime tied 5-5 with a goal with 56.9 seconds left in 
regulation. 

Blue notes 

• Saturday wasn’t the best outing for goalie Jordan Binnington, but it was 
his 109th career win, passing Grant Fuhr for fourth place in Blues history. 
Binnington’s agent, Mike Liut, holds the franchise record with 151. 

• Ryan O’Reilly had his second-best faceoff night of the season with a 69 
percent win rate against the Coyotes. He won 18 of 26 faceoffs. 

• Defenseman Torey Krug blocked two shots Saturday, marking the 
fourth consecutive game he either led or shared the team lead in blocks. 

Blues GM Doug Armstrong discusses 1st and 4th round picks in return 
for Tarasenko/Mikkola trade. Video courtesy St. Louis Blues 
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Conditioning assignment is last hurdle for Blues' defenseman Scott 
Perunovich 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

It has been 4½ months in the making, but defenseman Scott Perunovich 
is finally ready to play a hockey game once again. 

It just won’t be with the Blues. Perunovich has been dispatched to the 
Springfield (Mass.) Thunderbirds of the American Hockey League on a 
conditioning assignment — his final step before returning to the Blues 
lineup. 

“Getting real close here,” Perunovich told the Post-Dispatch after 
Saturday’s morning skate at Centene Community Ice Center. “Another 
few practices maybe and see how I’m doing.” 

Turns out it will be another few practices and a few games. Under NHL 
guidelines, Perunovich is allowed to participate in a maximum of three 
games over six games on a conditioning assignment while on long-term 
injured reserved. 

Springfield plays three games next weekend — at Providence on Friday 
and Sunday, with a game at Bridgeport sandwiched between on 
Saturday. 

The Blues can also ask the NHL to have Perunovich play an additional 
two games, in which case the Thunderbirds have home games on 
Wednesday, Feb. 22 against Hartford and Saturday, Feb. 25 against 
Rochester. 
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Given the amount of time Perunovich has been sidelined with his 
fractured left shoulder, it would not be surprising if the Blues sought to 
have him play the extra two games. 

“Four months is a long time,” Perunovich said. “You’re not really doing 
much. Now, I’m getting after it, some fast-paced, up-tempo contact. Stuff 
like that. It’s kind of the last piece of the puzzle before you can finally 
complete your rehab.” 

When he spoke Saturday to the Post-Dispatch, Perunovich apparently 
wasn’t aware of the conditioning assignment but said: “I’ll play wherever 
they want me to play.” 

Perunovich has been skating with the Blues for a few weeks, gradually 
ramping up his work. Early last week, he was cleared for full contact — a 
major hurdle on the path back to game action. 

“So now it’s just the confidence, getting the drills in, getting repetitions of 
getting hit over and over,” Perunovich said. “And then saying it’s good to 
go.” 

For a while, there was a little bit of the unknown. 

“Guys were coming up to me in practice, asking if they can touch me or 
not,” Perunovich said. “I had to tell ’em, ‘Yeah, I want you to start hitting 
me.’ 

“They’re all helping, too. After practice, grab a guy, have him do a little 
corner battle with me and stuff like that. So that’s one of the things I need 
to keep doing right now.” 

And then there’s the case of Josh Leivo. 

“Josh Leivo hit me a couple weeks ago (before Perunovich was cleared 
for full contact). I don’t know what he was thinking,” Perunovich said with 
a smile. “I give him a hard time for it.” 

For the next week or so, Perunovich will be playing for a Springfield team 
that currently is riding a franchise record nine-game winning streak and 
pushing for a spot in the playoffs. The current T-birds roster includes four 
players who have appeared in at least one game with the Blues this 
season: Jake Neighbours, Nikita Alexandrov, Will Bitten and Steven 
Santini. 

Where Perunovich fits into the Blues roster once he completes the 
conditioning stint remains to be seen. They already have seven healthy 
defensemen on the roster, with Robert Bortuzzo a healthy scratch in 
Saturday’s 6-5 overtime win over Arizona — the first game back from an 
11-day break. 

“Obviously I want to get back right now, but you don’t want to rush it and 
not be 100 percent confident,” Perunovich said. “Even if you’re 98% 
confident, that’s not where you need to be. That two percent can really 
hurt you, and you want to come back and make sure everything’s good, 
make sure you’re healthy and stay healthy.” 

Staying healthy has been the problem for the highly regarded Perunovich 
since being drafted in the second round, No. 45 overall, out of 
Minnesota-Duluth in 2018. He stayed in college for the 2019-20 season, 
hoping to win a third consecutive NCAA title. 

The COVID pandemic ended that season early, but it wasn’t a total waste 
for Perunovich, who earned the Hobey Baker Award as college hockey’s 
top player. 

But Perunovich’s pro career has known nothing but injuries. He missed 
the entire COVID-shortened 2020-21 season flowing left shoulder 
surgery for a torn labrum. 

Last season, he missed time with left wrist surgery, playing in only 19 
games with the Blues and 17 with Springfield. (He also played in seven 
Blues postseason games after returning from the wrist injury.) 

This season, he suffered the fractured left shoulder in a Sept. 27 
preseason game in Chicago and hasn’t played since. It was an innocent-
looking play with Perunovich reaching out with his left arm — apparently 

trying to keep his balance — after absorbing a moderate hit into the glass 
from the Blackhawks’ Michal Teply. 

The original timetable for a return was six months, which would have had 
Perunovich back by early April. Obviously, he’s well ahead of schedule. 
But he says he’s pain-free and anxious to start playing again. 

“Everything’s good,” he said. “Everything, every step of the way has been 
good.” 

Now, if he can only have some good luck when it comes to staying 
healthy. 

“A lot of people have it a lot worse,” Perunovich said. “If this is the 
hardest thing going on, I’m pretty lucky.” 

St. Louis Blues coach Craig Berube chats with the press after the team's 
win on Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023. Video courtesy of the Blues 
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The Captain sends Blues fans home happy with help from Sammy Blais 
and Calle Rosen 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

A captain returning from injury and winning a hockey game in perhaps 
his final go-around with the team. 

A long scoring drought ended by a new, old Blue. 

A late-blooming defenseman who keeps pushing to be an every-game 
player in the NHL. 

And the start of a new era in Blues hockey, without Vladimir Tarasenko 
on the roster for the first time in 11 seasons. 

Those were the most meaningful threads in a wild-and-crazy 6-5 
overtime victory by the Blues over the Arizona Coyotes on Saturday at 
Enterprise Center, which ended a five-game losing streak. 

The Blues fell behind 2-0 after one period, then scored the next five to 
seemingly take command 5-2 midway through the third. But then they 
gave up three Arizona goals, the last one by Lawson Crouse with 56.9 
seconds left in regulation, sending the contest into overtime tied 5-5. 

But Ryan O’Reilly, out for the entire month of January with a broken foot, 
sent the 24th sellout crowd of 18,096 - in 25 home games this season – 
home happy with the game-winner. 

“A nice play by Buchy,” O’Reilly said. “I just kind of criss-crossed it with 
him, and saw I had a little lane there. So I just kind of got my young legs 
going and made a little move and it got by him.” 

The play began with Pavel Buchnevich circling back into his own zone, 
then passing to O’Reilly right at center ice. The two players criss-
crossed, with O’Reilly sending the puck back to Buchnevich who returned 
the favor shipping it back to O’Reilly at the edge of the right circle. 

O’Reilly skated in, deked Arizona goalie Karel Vejmelka, and then barely 
squeezed the puck in past the outstretched right leg of the goalie who 
had posted a 33-save shutout in a 5-0 win over St. Louis on Jan. 26 at 
Mullet Arena. 

O’Reilly’s 11th goal of the season and first since Dec. 27 against Toronto 
came at the 1:02 mark of overtime. 

“Oh gosh, it feels so good to be able to contribute,” O’Reilly said. “Just to 
be back out there with the guys. Especially a game like that, too, when 
you kind of start flat and find your way. 
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“I thought the guys did a good job. I thought there was life on the bench. 
Guys were talking. Even when we went down a couple, it was positive. 
Guys knew we were gonna find a way to get our game going, and that’s 
what we did.” 

There’s lots of conjecture that O’Reilly will be dealt by the March 3 trade 
deadline. Sammy Blais, who returned to St. Louis as part of a pre-
deadline deal Thursday that sent Tarasenko to the New York Rangers, 
had a triumphant return to Enterprise. 

The night started with enthusiastic applause when Blais’ name was 
introduced as part of the Blues’ starting lineup. Blais, who played 119 
regular-season and 27 playoff games over parts of four seasons with the 
Blues, felt the love. 

“I've always loved playing here,” Blais said. “And in my heart, I never 
should have left, but it's always a business. They're the greatest fans in 
the league, so I'm just happy to be back here and help this team win.” 

He was a big help late in the second period, when he skated out of the 
penalty box after a slashing penalty, took a stretch pass from Nick Leddy, 
and then faked Vejmelka off his feet, scoring with a high backhand to tie 
the game at 2-2. 

It was Blais’ first regular-season NHL goal since May 1, 2021 in a 4-3 
Blues overtime loss at Minnesota. He had gone 0-for-New York, after 
being traded for Buchnevich that summer, going 54 games without a goal 
over parts of two seasons. 

Anyway, the crowd was jumping after Blais’ goal Saturday. 

“I can't even describe it,” Blais said. “It was just a nice pass by Leddy. 
Just happy I got this one out of the way and I'll just keep moving forward. 

“In the breakaway, I’ve always had a little success. I saw the goalie was 
right-handed so I just tried to make a move and he went down, so I just 
shot it in and it went in.” 

The Blues, who got their first goal from Brandon Saad, and then took a 3-
2 lead on a Robert Thomas goal, kept it going in the third period. After 
Thomas’ score, Nicklas Lidstrom – uh, make that Calle Rosen – scored 
the next two goals to make it a 5-2 lead for St. Louis. 

“He’s like Lidstrom back there right now, the way he’s moving,” O’Reilly 
said, referring to the Hall of Fame defenseman. “It’s unbelievable. He had 
a great game, he’s so smart with that puck. Two amazing shots. He was 
a great reason why we won this game.” 

With that in mind, who needs Jakob Chychrun when you’ve got Rosen? 
The coveted Coyotes’ defenseman was held out of the lineup Saturday 
for “trade related reasons” according to Arizona. 

For those keeping score, Rosen now has seven goals this season, 
matching Chychrun’s season total. 

Rosen has been in and out of the lineup this season, but coach Craig 
Berube decided to make Robert Bortuzzo a healthy scratch and start 
Rosen with Tyler Tucker on the team’s third defensive pairing coming out 
of an 11-day All-Star game/bye week break. 

“He’s played really well for us, and there’s no reason he shouldn’t keep 
playing,” Berube said. “That was the thought process, like why are we 
taking him out? The one thing with not having Borts and (Niko) Mikkola in 
there, they are good penalty killers. So we’ll have to look at that.” 

Mikkola went to the Rangers as part of the Tarasenko trade, so he’s not 
going to help the Blues’ PK anymore. St. Louis gave up two power play 
goals Saturday, the second of which (by Nick Bjugstad) helped fuel the 
Arizona third period comeback. 

The Blues (24-25-3) lost leading scorer Jordan Kyrou with 5:47 left in 
regulation after taking a blow to the head. He was taken out of the game 
by the NHL concussion spotter and did not return. 

Sports columnists Ben Frederickson and Jeff Gordon get real about the 
return of the Blues from the All-Star break. Who can help themselves 

with other teams after a trade? Who can help themselves with this team 
before the season ends? And, how does GM Doug Armstrong break up 
an underperforming defense? 

Ben Frederickson ,  Jeff Gordon ,  Gary Hairlson 
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Ranking the top 50 drafted NHL prospects: Logan Cooley leads Scott 
Wheeler’s 2023 list 

 

Scott Wheeler 

92-117 minutes 13/02/2023 

 

Welcome, for a sixth straight year, to my ranking of the NHL’s best 
prospects at The Athletic. 

This two-piece, twice-a-year project ranks the league’s top 50 drafted 
skaters and top 10 drafted goalies (released tomorrow) each offseason 
and then again at the midseason point. 

If you’re new to my work, it’s worth noting that the criteria I use for 
defining an NHL prospect versus an NHL player does not align with the 
NHL’s criteria for rookies. The NHL’s definition says that once a prospect 
has played 25 games in a single NHL season, six or more NHL games in 
multiple seasons or has turned 26, he is no longer considered a rookie. 
My criteria differs on both the games played and the age front to better 
reflect what we know about developmental curves. 

Under my criteria, to be eligible for inclusion, a skater must: 

1. Be under 23 years old. We know that by the time a player turns 23, he 
is largely done with the steep upward progression we see in prospects 
and will begin to plateau. 

2. Not be a full-time NHL player. This is the arbitrary section of the 
criteria. Here, I trust my judgment for whether or not a rostered NHL 
player is still likely to bounce between levels more than I trust any pre-
determined games played before the cutoff. Preference for inclusion as 
an NHL prospect is more likely to be given to teenagers than 22-year-
olds. 

3. Either be signed to an NHL contract or selected in the entry draft, 
without the expiration of either of those rights. Players who are signed to 
AHL contracts are not considered. 

A total of 11 prospects from last year’s list have since graduated to the 
NHL: Owen Power, Matty Beniers, Kent Johnson, Cole Perfetti, Juraj 
Slafkovsky, Jake Sanderson, Mason McTavish, Wyatt Johnston, Jack 
Quinn, Kaiden Guhle and Peyton Krebs. 

This edition of my top 50 drafted prospects ranking includes 22 players 
from the 2022 draft, 13 from the class of 2021, 10 from 2020, three from 
2019 and two soon-to-be-graduates from 2018 (splits which line up well 
with expected annual turnover). It is made up of 35 forwards and 15 
defensemen (of which 10 are lefties and five are righties), which is one 
more defenseman and one fewer forward than the summer ranking. 

The Wild, Blue Jackets and Canadiens lead the way with four ranked 
prospects apiece. Seven teams don’t have a prospect on the list: the 
Golden Knights (though Lukas Cormier would have been one of the next 
D to crack it), Capitals (though Ivan Miroshnichenko was one of the final 
cuts and will likely appear on future lists), Panthers, Islanders, Penguins, 
Lightning and Avalanche. 

1. Logan Cooley, C, 18 (Arizona Coyotes — No. 3, 2022)  

July 2022 rank: No. 5 (change: +4) 
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The second-most productive under-19 skater in college hockey on a 
points-per-game basis this year to only Adam Fantilli, Cooley is a one-
and-done candidate who has a real chance to become the top player out 
of the 2022 draft class. 

He’s a beautiful, flowing skater capable of beating defenders off the 
mark, circling the zone to get defenders watching him with the puck, and 
manipulating them with his footwork and maneuverability in tight spaces. 
He’s got an uncanny ability to side-step and hop around oncoming 
players at speed. He’s got a great sixth sense for timing and spacing 
around the offensive zone which frees him to accept passes or jumps 
him onto rebounds. He regularly flashes skill to the inside, slicing to the 
middle and pulling pucks through or around defenders. He’s also a Swiss 
Army knife player who combines NHL speed and skill with a working 
attitude to push the pace, make plays, win races, stay involved and get 
onto the ice in all situations. 

I love his tempo and feel for the game out there. His touch with the puck 
and hands both get high grades. His skating (particularly his change of 
pace) and energy level are both differentiators, and those things make for 
a pretty compelling package. 

The transition game into the offensive zone. The cleverness and 
inventiveness. The dexterity. The escapability. The vision off the wall. He 
can play interior or exterior and protects the puck from sticks as well as 
any prospect on this list. He’s incredibly crafty in control. He can 
stickhandle in a phone booth. He creates problems for defensemen 
attacking on angles and shifting at speed. He also has a scrappiness and 
effort level to his game that keeps him in the fight (you won’t find a scout 
who doesn’t like him because of that). There are times when he can force 
it just trying to will a play into existence, but that’s really the only nitpick 
with his game. His combination of drive, skill and skating makes him a 
tough mark and should make him an impactful playmaker in the NHL. 

2. Luke Hughes, LHD, 19 (New Jersey Devils — No. 4, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 2 (change: none) 

One of the most productive defensemen in college hockey in consecutive 
seasons, both as a teenager because of his Sept. 9 birthday, Hughes 
plays an effortless transition style, transporting pucks from A to B better 
than any D prospect in the sport. 

He’s got the stops and starts into a burst in a different direction. He’s got 
the step-back into his stance before adjusting onto his toes to change 
pace. He breezes through holes in the neutral zone. His skating makes 
him maybe the sport’s most active offensive defenseman while helping 
him snuff out more and more rushes so that he can lead them back the 
other way and then create inside the offensive zone with his feet moving. 

Add in the killer instinct that he has developed on the attack and he’s 
nearly impossible to contain off the line or stop on entry at the blue line. 
The fluidity of his stride (which extends back fully when he’s pushing 
forward) and the airiness of his edgework will always define his game. 
They allow him to draw attention, force opposing players into puck-
watching, and then open up the play for him. But he has also worked to 
fill out his 6-foot-2 frame, the learning he has done to find ways to get 
pucks from the perimeter to the inside (he used to spend too much time 
rotating around the zone but has really transformed his game to find 
ways to get to the inside), improved man-to-man and in-zone defense, 
and he’s starting to check more and more boxes to complement the 
natural ability. He’s almost never in trouble and even when he does make 
mistakes, he can quickly recover. 

Hughes is a true star prospect and a breath of fresh air to watch. There’s 
still the odd brain cramp, but his ability to steer and influence play 
defensively has come a long way, and he makes transporting pucks and 
making opposing players miss (with twists, spins, head and shoulder 
fakes, the way he sends his core one way preparing to load up his leg to 
go the other and break guys down peripherally) look too easy and 
effortless. He’s going to be a neutral zone monster and his game in the 
other two zones has really begun to refine nicely. 

3. David Jiricek, RHD, 18 (Columbus Blue Jackets — No. 6, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 18 (change: +15) 

Jiricek has some extremely desirable attributes, marked by a booming 
point shot (it’s a bomb, and he does a really good job keeping it on target 
and a couple of feet off the ice), a strong, athletic 6-foot-3 frame, and a 
commanding on-ice presence. He’s a staunch man-to-man in-zone 
defender, he moves his feet well for his size (though I do worry about his 
stilted backwards skating/pivots and how often he gets caught flatfooted), 
and thrives in transition with his ability to both close out on gaps (less so 
than maintain them) with his length and aggression and lead a ton of 
rushes as an eager puck transporter (he’s a much better skater going 
forward). 

Offensively, he’s also a capable handler and distributor whose point shot 
is complemented by an aggressive approach. There are also some 
subtleties to his game (first passes that are almost never off-target, a 
sneaky-silky first touch, etc.). But his modus operandi is that he’s a 
confident, active, engaged three-zone player who has almost all of the 
tools you look for in a top defender. 

When his timing is on and he’s stepping up early to take the ice in the 
neutral zone, he can really dominate a game on both sides of the puck. 
He can be a little overzealous at times (offensively and defensively), but 
that eagerness to make something happen also defines his game and 
he’s a lot to handle when he builds a head of steam through his tall 
crossovers and starts circling the offensive game. He wants to dictate 
and influence the game on his terms, rather than wait for it to come to 
him (which can also come with waiting a little too long to make his 
decisions at the time, but is more often apparent in quick, aggressive 
choices). 

4. Simon Nemec, RHD, 18 (New Jersey Devils — No. 2, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 4 (change: +2) 

Nemec’s introduction to the Devils organization through the summer’s 
rookie camp, the fall’s rookie tournament, his first preseason, and then 
his first few weeks in the AHL, was actually a bit of a bumpy one. He 
struggled on the power play. He didn’t look like his usual self at five-on-
five. He was just off, after a career to that point where he had looked 
ready for every new challenge — against professionals in Slovakia, as 
MVP at the Hlinka, as captain at the world juniors, even at men’s world 
championships. He really hit his stride in early December though, and he 
has been Utica’s best player for my money since then. Nemec’s 
statistical profile to this point in his career is, for his age, pretty much 
pristine. 

He’s a calculated and poised three-zone defender who is capable of 
organizing play from the top of the zone, executing through seams in 
coverage at a high level, and starting and leading his fair share of rushes. 
He’s got great edges and four-way mobility, which he uses to manipulate 
and steer play through intelligent routes on and off the puck. 

And he also regularly flashes sneaky deception, which blends beautifully 
with his rare maturity for his age. Though I wouldn’t say he’s a dynamic, 
game-breaking type offensively, I see plenty of calmness and talent. He 
knows when and how to push (and when and how to sit back and 
defend). He’s already got pro size, he plays a polished defensive game, 
and he’s a righty. I expect him to become the best defenseman out of 
Slovakia since Zdeno Chara and a first-pairing guy who plays an 
effective, efficient, play-driving modern game. The game just comes easy 
to him, with everything happening in front of him and the ice tilted in his 
favour. It happens so subtly too. It’s short little passes, quiet steering of 
play, efficiency, and then a big moment when the team needs him, rather 
than constant flashes. His type of game is the direction the position 
should be going. 

5. Simon Edvinsson, LHD, 20 (Detroit Red Wings — No. 6, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 14 (change: +9) 
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After an excellent post-draft season playing big minutes in the SHL and a 
leading role at the world juniors, Edvinsson has had a really strong first 
pro season in North America. This year’s Griffins are not good, and he 
has been impactful at both ends considering that context — and that he 
just turned 20. 

He has really cleaned up areas of his game that needed (and still need) 
some development. 

His ceiling is extremely high and is backed by a unique set of traits and 
skills for a 6-foot-6, 215-pound player (let alone a defenseman). These 
include his uncharacteristically soft hands and control of the puck, his 
fearlessness with and without it, and his strong foundational knowledge 
of how to use his towering frame to defend in a variety of ways (with a 
good, active stick, with step-up physicality when opportunities present 
themselves, with good neutral-zone gapping and steering, on box-outs, 
etc.). 

If he can develop his shot (one of those areas that still needs work), 
continue to smooth out his game and make better choices with the 
consistency that he has begun to these last two seasons, the potential is 
there in spades. It has also been nice to see him begin to make more 
play-ending passes and create a ton of chances to add to his already-
dominant transition game, as a surprisingly confident carrier and 
transporter for a big man. 

I hate this cliche but you really can’t teach hands like his at that size. He 
tries things, he usually pulls them off and he’s extremely comfortable 
handling the puck under pressure. He has also found greater control of 
his gangly frame (he’s a good skater and always has been, but his stride 
can splay from the knees) and takes up a lot of space defensively. I like 
how vocal he is for his age out there — a sign of his confidence. I like 
how hard he makes it for players to get around him. I like how his head is 
always up (easier said than done when you’re as tall as he is). I like his 
creativity banking and playing pucks off the wall in the defensive zone. 

He’s going to be a very good — and different — player if he can maintain 
his take-charge mentality on both sides of the puck and put it all together 
at the NHL level. 

6. Brandt Clarke, RHD, 19 (Los Angeles Kings — No. 8, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 12 (change: +6) 

Clarke, one of my favorite prospects in the sport, is a player of quirks and 
faults, but also of talent and intrigue. His offensive-zone skill with the 
puck is rare. He’s a roving, confident, attacking defender with an uncanny 
ability to beat opposing players side-to-side, find his way into dangerous 
areas and then execute NHL-level plays to drive offense. 

He’s got some oddities, too. His knees knock. He rides on his inside 
edges. He’s not a natural athlete (though he has worked very hard to 
build out his frame and strength). But I don’t think any of those things are 
prohibitive to his development and he’s actually a better defender (the 
biggest misnomer about him tries to say otherwise) against the rush and 
inside his own zone than he gets credit for. 

Different isn’t necessarily a negative and I think that’s the case with 
Clarke. All of his little quirks make him the weird, fascinating, gifted 
player that he is. And I expect his intricacies will make him a special 
player at the next level, just like they have at every level below it. He’s 
got great east-west vision, which he uses to frequently change the puck’s 
side. 

He has this way of getting into the spots to make something happen. I’ve 
often referred to him as a bit of a unicorn. He looks, at all times, 
completely unbothered by the stage or the pressure of opposing players. 
I think there are times when that can result in him trying to do too much, 
but you can live with it because it also produces some big plays in big 
moments. 

He’s also a loud, positive voice in the room. That personality matches his 
bold game (he tries and often pulls off difficult spin or flip passes). There 
are things about his game that may scare off the odd coach (which I’d 

argue has less to do with him than hockey’s misperceptions of what he 
is) but he can completely take over a game, and I admire his gumption 
and fearlessness. 

I also expect him to make significant progress as he continues to get 
stronger and sturdier. His statistical profile is sterling and has been 
reinforced by some earth-shattering production since returning to the 
Colts. He’s going to be a lot of fun to watch when he finds his body and 
game in the NHL if he’s allowed to play freely. 

7. Shane Wright, C, 19 (Seattle Kraken — No. 4, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 3 (change: -4) 

This has obviously been a weird season for Shane Wright. In the NHL, 
his on-ice results were better than his underlying numbers indicated. In 
the AHL, he scored some nice goals in short order but road a 36.4 
percent shooting percentage to those totals, burying on four of 11 shots 
across five games. At the world juniors, a titanic performance in the gold 
medal game saved a snake-bitten tournament where he was probably 
owed more than what he got but was just good without being great and 
did most of his damage on the power play. And now, as I write this, he’s 
got 14 points in seven games in his return to the OHL following a trade 
from Kingston to Windsor (after missing a couple of games with a lower-
body injury). 

I still really like the player, but I’ve softened on him as the No. 1 prospect 
in the 2022 draft (something that began last year when I debated ranking 
Simon Nemec and Logan Cooley atop my final draft board before holding 
on Wright). 

Wright is a well-built kid who boasts a wide gait and boxy shoulders that 
balance him over pucks. Those physical tools are complemented by a 
powerful wrist shot release (which he can get off from several stances 
and pops off of his blade’s heel or toe) and quick hands in traffic that 
allow him to take pucks off of the wall and create scoring chances to the 
interior. He’s also a most diligent three-zone player, with a decently-
strong stride that helps him push play up ice (though its power is more 
evident the length of the sheet than from a standstill into a quick foot 
race, and he has struggled to change paces to create with his feet one-
on-one) when he’s done providing support low in his zone or above the 
puck. 

While his catch-and-release shot is his biggest weapon inside the 
offensive zone (I actually think he was owed a few more goals than his 
35 on 290 shots last season, which has gone obviously bounced back 
and gone the other direction with some good luck this year), he does 
have some quiet creativity inside the offensive zone. Wright blends 
versatile skill with a heady, detailed game that will allow him to drive a 
line (despite not needing to have the puck all of the time) and be relied 
upon in all situations down the middle at the next level. He tracks back 
hard. 

There are times when scouts want to see him play with a little more fire 
and feistiness to really take over games and impose himself on the 
forecheck/in battles/into his shot, but his eye for detail off the puck puts 
him in a supportive role more often than an active chase, and that’s fine. 

I would still like to see him hang onto the puck a little more, but he does 
execute well on the give-and-go. He’s got pro tools, plays the length of 
the ice, and plays a desirable position. Whether he can develop his 
individual skill and that change of pace that I talked about will be the 
difference between him being a solid top-nine centre and a top-of-the-
lineup one. 

8. Quinton Byfield, C, 20 (Los Angeles Kings — No. 2, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: No. 15 (change: +7) 

Byfield’s young career hasn’t played out exactly like anyone had drawn it 
up. But he was also one of the youngest players in his draft class, the 
pandemic necessitated time in the AHL, and then he suffered a couple of 
fluke injuries. And there just isn’t a young player in the sport quite like 
him through it all. I think there’s still reason for optimism that he can tap 
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into his clear potential and become the top-end forward (I know the Kings 
have tinkered with him on the wing a little) with size that he projected as 
when he was drafted. 

He’s too good a skater and too big and strong and talented for his size 
not to put it all together. I have minor concerns about his processing and 
some of the bobbles that happen in his game when pace is ramped up, 
but there aren’t many 6-foot-5, 220-pound players who can skate and 
make plays like him. Byfield’s blend of athleticism, speed, power, and 
finesse is just so rare. 

Are there kinks to his game that still need unwinding? Sure. He can get 
lost in no man’s land defensively a little. He has been a work in progress 
in the faceoff circle. But there are also plenty of things that distinguish 
him. His ability to play at full speed offensively, provide defensive and 
puck retrieval value on the forecheck, and generally push pace on the 
inside of the ice, to name just a few. 

He’ll surprise you with his creativity for his size, too. His wrist shot is 
dangerous from mid range (which we saw more of in the AHL this fall) 
when he has the time to get it off, though I think he’ll need to continue to 
improve on balancing his catch-and-release to get the most out of himself 
as a shooter in traffic when he’s playing off the puck. The payoff is still 
there, it’s just going to require a little more patience (as hard as that can 
be with a No. 2 pick, it’s just as important if not more). He is still just 20, 
even if it feels like he has been around for longer than that now. 

9. Logan Stankoven, C/RW/LW, 19 (Dallas Stars — No. 47, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 38 (change: +29) 

One of my favorite prospects from the 2021 draft class, the 5-foot-8 
Stankoven, who ranked 18th on my board, was named the CHL’s Player 
of the Year in his post-draft season after he scored 62 goals and 135 
points in 76 regular-season and playoff games as Kamloops’ captain. 

Despite his height, he plays a bulldog, competitive, driven, forechecking 
style that sees him consistently beat bigger, stronger players in battles, 
or to loose pucks, or along the wall shedding past checks to keep the 
cycle alive and stay over top of pucks. 

Stankoven’s got this shuffled, compact stride that rattles him around the 
ice and requires a lot of energy exertion. But that energy defines his 
game. He’s strong in puck protection, leaning on his lead knee and 
pivoting to push under bumps. He’s a fire hydrant for his size, rarely 
getting knocked off balance. 

The wide gait to his stride also helps him sidestep defensemen with a 
head of steam, even if he’s not a speedster per se (though he does have 
legitimate perimeter speed and builds really quickly through his 
crossovers). And then from the top of the faceoff circles in, he’s a 
threatening creator who can crack a game open in a split second and 
who is even more dangerous the closer he gets to the hashmarks. 

He’s got a strong release. He can break down defenders in traffic. He’s a 
sneaky-good facilitator. He’s got clear power-play upside, I think he’s got 
legitimate penalty-kill upside, and it’s not hard to imagine him as a third-
line scorer who plays an honest game or high-skill top-six piece who can 
play the part of play-driver or play-finisher. He’s going to endear himself 
to fans, too. I don’t see his size as an issue. It’s an advantage in more 
ways than a disadvantage. 

Add in superb quick-draw acumen in the faceoff circle, the fact that he’s 
the hardest worker on every shift, his pace, his consistency, and how 
dominant he has become along the cycle/below the goal line and there’s 
very little not to like. He can beat you in straight lines, beat you in stop 
and starts to change directions, beat you standing still with his shot, or 
just outwork you. And he almost never gets knocked over. I expect him to 
play in the NHL next season after a run at the Memorial Cup. 

10. Matt Savoie, C/RW, 18 (Buffalo Sabres — No. 9, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 9 (change: -1) 

Savoie’s game has the potential to thrill. He’s got extremely quick side-to-
side hands that help him beat defenders one-on-one off of cuts. He’s got 
an NHL shot (which he can place with pinpoint accuracy from a bad 
angle and rip by a goalie clean from a distance, but he also loves to 
change up and slide five-hole). He does an excellent job creating plays to 
the slot out of traffic. He’s a burning skater with explosiveness and quick 
three-step acceleration that allows him to win races, separate in 
transition, and put defenders onto their heels, or dash through holes in 
coverage to the net (or draw a penalty). He’s a soft small-area passer 
who blends deception into his movements. 

And then on top of those things, he’s got a bit of a chip on his shoulder. 
He’s always engaged, he keeps his feet moving, he plays with a ton of 
energy, and he finishes all of his checks and knocks his fair share of 
players over despite being on the smaller side. He’s also sturdier on his 
feet than his listed height (5-foot-9) might suggest, which helps him play 
between checks. 

He hasn’t exploded offensively like some (myself included) maybe 
expected this season with the Ice, but some of that has to do with how 
balanced their team is up front (if they aren’t the Memorial Cup favorites, 
they’re close). I still see a dynamic, high-tempo, top-six, goal-creating 
package. He’s an exciting talent, with clear PP1 upside due to his 
shooting/skill package and clear five-on-five upside because of his 
skating and motor. Even in games where the points don’t fall, he’s almost 
always dangerous and threatening on the ice — and he’s seldom going 
to leave you wanting more. Because of the way he plays, I think he’s got 
a chance to stick at his natural center position in the NHL, too. His speed 
might even make him a useful penalty killer to give him all-situations 
value as well. I expect him to rise to the occasion on a deep playoff run 
and I’m looking forward to watching him as a big part of Team Canada at 
the 2024 world juniors in Gothenburg. 

11. Cutter Gauthier, C/LW, 18 (Philadelphia Flyers — No. 5, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 35 (change: +24) 

Between a 10-point performance at the world juniors that somehow felt 
snakebitten, and leading the Eagles in goals and points as a freshman, 
this has been a solid post-draft season for Gauthier. 

The appeal of his game and makeup has always been obvious. 
Gauthier’s a net-focussed shooter but he has worked to turn himself into 
a net-driven one, playing a more intentional game that knows what it is. 
On the puck, he uses inside body positioning to get to the middle off the 
cycle or the rush. Off of it, he finishes his checks and looks to help his 
line get it back. 

I wouldn’t say he’s a menacing power forward type, but he plays a very 
engaged, imposing, speed game. Gauthier’s also a strong skater and 
despite his heavy skew toward shooting and goals, I find he sees the ice 
well, hits seams when they’re there, and makes a lot of short plays as a 
passer off the wall (including off his backhand). His greatest strength is 
his catch-and-release. He can sling it. I do think he shoots a bit too much 
(a lot of his shots miss the net or are taken from low-percentage areas), 
but you can live with that. He’s got a readymade, projectable game and 
can put the puck in the net. 

I fully expect Gauthier to be an impactful NHL player and scorer. I’m not 
sure he’ll be a star, and I’m not sure if I prefer him at the wing or center (I 
think I’d lean wing because of his play style as a shooter and strength 
along the wall, but with his skating and size the middle of the ice have 
some appeal, too), but he’s on a path to a nice career as a top-six 
forward. 

12. Kevin Korchinski, LHD, 18 (Chicago Blackhawks — No. 7, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 30 (change: +18) 

Long, increasingly-smooth-skating, point-producing defensemen aren’t 
easy to come by and Korchinski has really settled into his ambitious, 
free-flowing game with a steep development curve over the last two 
seasons. He’s also got a June birthday, so he’s still got some runway to 
take advantage of. Korchinski handles the puck smoothly on his hip, his 
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impressive footwork and maneuverability help him adjust to, away, and 
around pressure (both of which have come a long way), and then he’s a 
natural playmaker who can make something happen and facilitate out of 
all of his movement and carries. 

I like his stick and his ability to use his feet to defend the rush and disrupt 
play more and more (though he’s a better transition defender than a 
defensive-zone one). His hallmark has become his balance over his 
skates (an area that, astoundingly, was once a major concern before a 
growth spurt somehow straightened his posture out). 

He tries to guide play with and without the puck with his mobility, pivots 
and directional changes. He can take over a game with his ability to 
transport the puck and roam. He can stretch the ice on outlets. He reads 
the play quickly, which allows him to make hurry-up passes when a long 
carry sequence isn’t there for him. He sees the play develop inside the 
offensive zone at an advanced level and regularly hits cross-ice seams. 
Though his shot isn’t hard, he’s comfortable attacking into the slot. He’s 
also an underrated competitor who is willing to take a hit to make a play 
and fearlessly pursue pucks into corners. 

There’s still some fine-tuning that needs to happen, and he’s prone to the 
occasional brain cramp, but Korchinski doesn’t panic under pressure, he 
exits and enters the zone well, he controls play when he arrives there, 
he’s gaps up well in neutral ice, he sees it and handles it at an advanced 
level, he’s got shakes and shoulder fakes, and his ceiling is high (as high 
as No. 2 D and PP1 QB, I think) as a result. I’m looking forward to 
watching him in a leading role as the only returnee on Team Canada’s 
blue line at next year’s world juniors. 

13. Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, 19 (Anaheim Ducks — No. 10, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

This fall, when I conducted a brief survey amongst CHL coaches and 
general managers for their two best defensemen in junior hockey, the top 
two Ducks on this list topped the ballots. And while Olen Zellweger would 
be the consensus pick for the best right now (note: the survey was 
conducted before Brandt Clarke was sent to Barrie by the Kings), 
Mintyukov’s probably the better prospect of the two by a hair. 

It took me some time last year to warm up to him (the coaching staff in 
Saginaw unleashed him in order to build his confidence and creativity, 
and that came with a lot of mistakes), but he eventually made a fan of me 
and of the scouting community at large with his play. Mintyukov is an 
adept three-zone player whose game tilts toward offense through his 
eagerness to engage in transition and off the offensive zone blue line. 
When he’s looking to be active, he can involve himself in all areas of the 
game. He’s also talented as both a handler and shooter. Add in an 
athletic 6-foot-1 frame and there’s a lot to like. I do think he can play a 
little too much on instinct at times (both on offense and on defense) 
though and that, in concert with the fact that he’s a late birthday, left me 
slightly lower on him ahead of the draft than most (though I think I’m in 
about the same spot as the consensus after his tremendous post-draft 
season). As he continues to develop the decision-making aspect (which 
he’s already beginning to do with the title-chasing 67’s where he has less 
freedom), he’ll be able to contribute at both ends at five-on-five and 
potentially on both special teams as a top-four guy long term in the NHL. 

14. Denton Mateychuk, LHD, 18 (Columbus Blue Jackets — No. 12, 
2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 28 (change: +14) 

Mateychuk has built quite a reputation for himself in hockey circles for his 
ability to direct play and drive results when he’s on the ice. That style 
helped him work his way onto Team Canada’s U18 worlds team as an 
underager and has made him one of the top defensemen in junior hockey 
in the last two seasons. Those are among the many reasons he was 
named Moose Jaw’s captain this year and will make him a big part of the 
2024 Canadian world junior team in Gothenburg. 

He’s already a plus-level skater, which helps him escape pressure with 
his feet, push up ice in control, trail in transition, walk the line, and steer 

opposing players into tough spots despite not being the biggest guy. He’s 
the definition — or close — of the modern defenseman. 

Mateychuk pushes when he can and everything he does is done with 
poise and command. He plays a reliable and calculating game built 
around his mobility and sound decision-making. He defends at a high 
level and is strong over his 5-foot-11 frame. Plus he’s a July birthday so 
he’s got plenty of time to build on his strong foundation and develop his 
distinguishing qualities (namely his movement and control of the game). 

He just always seems to be involved in all three zones. I see a clear top-
four upside and there’s nothing in his game that gives me pause in 
saying that. 

15. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, 18 (St. Louis Blues — No. 23, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

One of the hottest prospects in hockey, Snuggerud has gone from B-plus 
prospect to A-grade prospect (or close) this season. 

Every piece of his game has elevated this year. Plus-shot (had that 
already). Plus-skill. Good enough skater. Hard on pucks. Hunts pucks. 
Consistently impactful. Finding ways to release and move as soon as he 
has made his play so that he can get open for the next one again. It’s all 
there right now. Add in an extra step from a standstill and he’s on an 
exciting path. 

We all should have seen it coming, maybe, too. When I polled last year’s 
U.S. NTDP players for their most underrated, he was basically the 
unanimous answer. Given that he played on a line with Logan Cooley 
and Cutter Gauthier, and a team that also featured other top forwards 
including speedy Frank Nazar and the likable Rutger McGroarty, him 
flying under the radar shouldn’t surprise. 

Snuggerud is a well-rounded three-zone player with a versatile offensive 
game who works as hard as anyone out there. His head is always up and 
on a swivel, even in congested areas. He’s good below the goal line and 
makes a lot of low-to-high plays into the slot to find cutting teammates for 
chances. He sticks with the play and follows shots to the net to get to 
rebounds, playing a determined forechecking game. He’s got a 
dangerous one-timer and catch-and-release wrister but he doesn’t 
tunnel-vision for his shot, he sees the ice well, and he can make plays 
back against the grain. He’s got good hands, which help him make 
outside-in plays to beat defenders one-on-one more than he gets credit 
for. He uses space well and makes a lot of plays off of his backhand. 

And on top of it all he’s also got a pro frame to build upon and a June 
birthday that gives him good runway. With the right development, there’s 
a goal-scoring top-six winger there. 

16. Dylan Guenther, LW/RW, 20 (Arizona Coyotes — No. 9, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 21 (change: +5) 

Guenther is a beautiful skating winger who slices through holes and 
dashes past flatfooted defenders with ease. He’s a flowing player who 
excels in transition, crossing over to build speed, attacking on angles 
across the line and breezing through neutral ice in possession to make 
plays off the rush. And while he uses a pretty high grip on his stick, his 
quick hands flash side to side, he catches pucks into a shooting stance 
out of cuts with silky touch, and his shot is threatening from midrange 
because of its accuracy, variety (the curl-and-drag, the direct wrister and 
the one-timer) and power (which has increased enough to be a weapon 
from long range fairly consistently now). 

He has also gotten stronger, adding to his multi-faceted offensive 
package off the flank. Inside the offensive zone, his ability to handle the 
puck in traffic, play pucks into space and shape and hide his shot all 
impress. So he’s not only capable of transporting the puck and leading 
the rush, but he then has the offensive acumen to make things happen 
once the play slows down inside the offensive zone. Add in good control 
of his inside and outside edges and the ability to shoot from multiple 
stances and there’s a lot to like about his upside as a projectable, 
playmaking top-six winger. There are times when I’d like to see him drive 
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play more at five-on-five than he does, but that will come with reps, 
confidence and maturity. 

17. Lane Hutson, LHD, 18 (Montreal Canadiens — No. 62, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 46 (change: +29) 

If this seems bullish, that’s because it is. I was bullish when I ranked him 
19th on my draft board. I was bullish when I ranked him in my top 50 
drafted prospects ranking. And I’m as bullish now — in the midst of his 
tremendous freshman year and after he’s added a couple of inches (now 
listed at 5-foot-10 and 155 pounds by BU) — as I was then. I wrote that 
“I’d stake my reputation on him becoming one-of-one and climbing up re-
drafts” before the draft and I standing by that now. 

There aren’t many players who play like Hutson in hockey. I’ve often 
been asked just how high he would have gone if he were 6-foot-2 or 6-
foot-3 and the reality is that he wouldn’t able to do a lot of what makes 
him so interesting if he were. He’s a unique player who uses a light 
(though not powerful) stride to create entries and exits, weave past 
coverage, escape pressure, and find or create seams. 

He sees the ice as well as any young defenceman in the sport, regularly 
identifying plays a step ahead of the opposition. He reads opposing 
forwards as well as any young defenceman in the sport, anticipating their 
movements and then exposing them. He’s got an uncanny knack for 
executing long east-to-west plays, whether that’s feathering high, leading 
saucer passes with perfect weight across ice or flinging a hard pass to a 
streaking teammate’s tape. 

He makes a ton of plays under pressure when other players would panic 
(though sometimes he could actually use some hurry-up to his game). 
Inside the offensive zone, though, his shot lacks power. He acts as a 
fourth forward with his ability to slide off the line and create. He’s got 
shakes and shimmies to spare, routinely making opposing defenders 
miss one-on-one in all three zones. He’s one of the most clever players 
in the sport. 

And I actually quite like the way he defends. He gets back to so many 
loose pucks that he doesn’t have to rely all that much on engaging in 
battles and even when he does, his positioning, timing and active stick 
help him disrupt opposing carriers and break up plays. There are some 
limitations on box-outs and his one-on-one play at times, and he’s prone 
to the odd miscue inside the defensive zone, but his proficiencies more 
than make up for that. 

Above all else, he’s the kind of player where when you think you’ve put 
him in a difficult spot or you’ve got him cornered, he’ll show you that he 
isn’t with a spin (or a spin into a spin!), a fake (with his eyes, or head, or 
shoulders, or hands, or feet, or each) or his sublime vision through 
layers. He just looks right past what’s in front of him. I expect him to 
become a dominant offensive defenceman and PP1 QB who can hold his 
own defensively in the NHL once he gets a little stronger (you don’t want 
him to get too heavy and lose some of that lightness though!). 

18. Olen Zellweger, LHD, 19 (Anaheim Ducks — No. 34, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 27 (change: +9) 

Zellweger, who was just days away from being eligible for the 2022 draft 
when the Ducks took him at the front of the second round in 2021, should 
have won the CHL Defenceman of the Year Award over Nathan Staios 
last year and should be in the running again this year. 

He has become a bit of a marvel for his skating-transition package and 
the way it allows him to control play all over the ice (including, despite his 
5-foot-10 frame, defensively). He’s a one-man exit-entry machine. He 
almost never puts himself into tough spots but when he does and he 
needs to track back, his skating helps him recover. 

He uses his feet to buzz around the ice and carry pucks off the line or in 
transition better than just about any D prospect outside the NHL. The 
way he hugs corners and rounds the net, or turns under opposing 
players, or spins off of pressure, is extremely impressive. 

But he also just always seems to play well. I love how quickly he reads 
the play when he gets the puck. It’s catch, survey, and quickly skate or 
outlet. Rinse, repeat. He almost never waits too long to make a decision. 

His wrister has shown improved pop (and a nice little pre-shot adjustment 
with an earlier release off of his toe) in the last two seasons. He’s also a 
quietly-feisty player who rises to the challenge in battles to keep 
sequences alive or skate them away from danger. He’s got a silky first 
touch, catching difficult passes mid-stride into a planned movement or a 
cross-ice pass. He’s just an effortless four-way skater who uses his feet 
to be in constant motion with and without the puck offensively, as well as 
to swallow up carriers in the neutral zone with tight gaps (he plays off of 
his heels so, so well), virtually gluing himself to the hips of opposing 
players. There’s the odd bad read or moment of carelessness that has 
crept into his game this year, but I think that just comes with how easy 
the game feels to him against his peers at this point and I expect he’ll 
tighten those things up against bros because they’re more about focus 
than awareness. 

He is also, by all accounts, a wonderful kid who cares about the details of 
the game and already has pro habits. Zellweger’s got the ability to play a 
highly-active, roving style without sacrificing a disruptive defensive game. 
Between Zellweger, Mintyukov and Jamie Drysdale, the Ducks are well-
positioned on the blue line long term. I’m looking forward to watching him 
in the Memorial Cup this spring in his final hurrah in junior, because a 
championship is all he really has left to accomplish at that level. 

19. Marco Rossi, C, 21 (Minnesota Wild — No. 9, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: No. 16 (change: -3) 

Last season was a really strong rookie AHL season for the 20-year-old, 
and especially so as a return to the ice following a lost season of 
development for Rossi. This season, though he hasn’t made the jump to 
full-time NHLer, he has taken another step in Iowa offensively while 
remaining the diligent, committed off-puck player he has always been. 

You won’t find a kid who is more driven than he is, and who makes 
overcoming what he has seem so inevitable. I remain extremely 
confident in his ability to become a top-six center who provides value in 
all three zones, too. Despite his 5-foot-9 frame, he’s built like an ox, with 
a sturdy and low center of gravity that allows him to take bumps on 
offense and play his determined, detail-oriented game on defense (on top 
of helping him be very good in the faceoff circle). Then he’s also got slick 
skill in traffic, quick hands one-on-one with defenders and goalies, 
playmaking acumen through gaps in coverage, a sixth sense for how to 
use spacing, and impressive finesse and touch to his game as a passer. 

He plays a game of intellect, craft and feel. He has also begun to play 
more assertively and aggressively on offense in the AHL. He’s going to 
be a heck of an NHL player and projects as a 20-40-60 guy with 
defensive value for me (with the potential for more with the right 
linemates and luck from one season to the next). He faced a big setback 
down, and it slowed his development, but he’s going to get to where 
you’d hope a top-10 pick will in the end. I’ll stick my neck out on that. 

20. Lukas Reichel, LW, 20 (Chicago Blackhawks — No. 17, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: No. 41 (change: +21) 

Loyal readers here will know that I’m a fan of Reichel’s and his play in the 
AHL and briefly NHL these last two years has done nothing to dissuade 
me (he just keeps producing at the top of his teams and age groups). 
Reichel plays a modern, play-driving style on the wing, excelling with the 
puck on his stick, handling it with finesse, and using a smooth, almost 
effortless skating stride to transport it up ice in transition or attack on 
angles. He’s also a delicate handler inside the offensive zone, using 
impressive footwork to navigate in and out of pressure and bait 
defenders. 

He’s a multifaceted offensive player who is as effective playing off his 
linemates and using space as a tool to get open as a shooter as he is 
creating his own chances or using his ability to weave through pressure 
to draw attention and then facilitate. He also never looks bothered by 
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pressure, solving problems easily and asserting himself on games with 
poise and confidence. There’s footwork, puck control, confidence and 
just an ease to his game that you don’t typically find in young players. 

He’s always trying to use what’s available to him and his ability to 
manipulate and adjust makes it possible for him to do just that. He’s got 
several high-end tools and while he may not have an elite one, I still see 
a front line winger who will thrive in today’s NHL. I’m excited to see what 
he does with the opportunity that looks like its around the corner with the 
Blackhawks. 

21. Marco Kasper, C, 18 (Detroit Red Wings — No. 8, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

You won’t find anyone in the SHL, with the Austrian hockey federation, or 
working for an NHL club in amateur scouting who doesn’t like Kasper’s 
game and approach to it. He has really impressed scouts, teammates 
and coaches with the way he has managed one of the world’s top pro 
levels as a teenager. 

I love his patience with the puck. He doesn’t shy away from trying to beat 
or out-wait guys (whether through changes of directions out of stop-ups 
or curls) and he’s got a really low panic threshold. He’s also a good 
skater who never lacks in effort and always stops on pucks. He’s an 
advanced 200-foot forward who was able to progress up levels as fast as 
he did because of how rounded his game is. He’s feisty and fights off his 
fair share of checks to stay on pucks. He has made real progress filling 
out his 6-foot-1 frame (now about 190 pounds). There’s a bit of a hunch 
to his stride, but he leverages his edges well, building speed through the 
neutral zone to push pace with the puck. 

I don’t see game-breaking skill or finishing, per se, but he plays with pro 
pace, he’s a good passer, he plays on the interior and he makes plays all 
over the ice. The maturity and smarts in his game define him. He plays 
an almost mistake-free game. And maybe most importantly, he has 
handled the responsibilities of center ice really well this year (after 
playing exclusively the wing in the SHL in his draft year). It’s a big deal 
that he has won more draws than he has lost and has driven possession 
and goal-differential results at five-on-five this year. I’m not sure he’s 
quite dynamic enough with the puck to become a true first-line center and 
point-per-game type, but he’s got all of the makings of an excellent 2C 
who can influence play in all three zones at five-on-five, on the power 
play and maybe even on the penalty kill. 

22. Alexander Holtz, 21, RW (New Jersey Devils — No. 7, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: No. 17 (change: -5) 

It has taken Holtz maybe a little longer to “make it” than I think fans 
expect out of a top-10 pick, but he only just turned 21 a couple of weeks 
ago, he played to a point per game in the AHL at 19 and 20, and I’m still 
confident he’s going to become a goal-scoring top-six winger. He’s got a 
coveted blend of skill, power and shooting which allows him to create his 
own looks and then finish off of them with a variety of release points and 
shot types (or play off of the puck from a playmaker and get open with his 
timing). He’s got a pro frame and strength (6-foot, 195 pounds) which 
allows him to play through bumps, win battles, and get off the wall. But 
he’s also got underrated playmaking sense (I’ve often argued that his 
ability as a shooter is overstated and his ability in facilitation has been 
understated). While he still needs to get a little quicker, he has worked 
hard to lean out and play a little quicker to maximize those other natural 
tools. His small-area skill has improved. He has worked on his one-timer 
so that it can catch up to his powerful and accurate wrist shot release. 
He’s got a soft touch off of his forehand and backhand, and he’s a dual-
threat inside the offensive zone. I expect him to play full-time next year 
and begin to realize his potential after another summer of training. 

23. William Eklund, C/LW, 20 (San Jose Sharks — No. 7, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 24 (change: +1) 

Between his draft season and his post-draft campaign, Eklund had some 
weird experiences. A bout of COVID. An appendectomy. Nine games 

with the Sharks out of his first camp. None since. A return to Djurgarden 
in between. And just three goals across 47 games at four different levels. 
This season has marked a return to a more natural path though. At the 
time of writing, Eklund leads the Barracuda through 47 games in assists 
(21) and co-leads in points (35). 

Eklund remains a well-rounded three-zone player who can do a little bit 
of everything offensively (he’s strong and agile below the goal line, he’s a 
capable transporter, and he’s a plus-level finisher, handler and passer) 
and defensively (he supports the play well, takes smart routes to pucks 
and pinches along the wall, and engages effectively in battles to win his 
fair share). This season, that competitiveness has really boiled to the fore 
around a stronger frame (he’s now 5-foot-11 and 180 pounds). 

Eklund’s biggest strength, though, is the way he navigates on the ice. He 
slides in and out of space to get open for his shot (a shot which, despite 
the lack of finishing last year, is a real mid-range threat) and plays the 
give-and-go game effectively. He also makes a lot of small-area plays 
around the net to attack the slot or play a puck into it, with proper timing, 
for a teammate. He’s just a clever problem-solver who knows his game 
and how to play within himself to make something happen from shift to 
shift. 

I have little doubt that he’ll be a second-line forward in the NHL. His floor 
is high that way. Whether he can be a top-three forward on a team 
instead of a fourth-or-fifth best one is probably the question. 

24. Jordan Dumais, RW, 18 (Calumbus Blue Jackets — No. 64, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

One of my favourite prospects in the sport and the most productive 
player in major junior hockey not named Connor Bedard over the course 
of the last two seasons, I will be more surprised if Dumais doesn’t make it 
as a playmaking top-nine winger at this point than I will if he does. That, 
in and of itself, is no small thing to be saying about a 5-foot-9, 18-year-
old third-round pick. But that’s what he’s owed because of one simple 
fact: Players who’ve produced like he has historically almost never miss. 
He should win QMJHL MVP. He should be one of the top-six right wings 
for Canada at next year’s world juniors. I’m confident he’s going to 
produce in the AHL like he did in his first Traverse City Prospects 
Tournament (and everywhere else). And then he’s going to figure it out at 
NHL pace, despite questions about his size and skating, because he’s 
too good and too intelligent on the ice not to. 

Dumais’ extensions through his stride need some cleaning up (they can 
look stunted and drag at the toe caps), but he has become a 
tremendously hardworking player with a wide-ranging offensive game 
that allows him to create offence in a variety of ways. He’ll beat you with 
a quick give-and-go on one shift, a standstill pass or shot on the next, a 
dance to the high slot on the next, and quick hands and determination 
around the net on the next. He brings it every night. He tracks back and 
makes hustle plays. His shot is pinpoint accurate and gets off of his blade 
effortlessly in catch-and-release sequences. He’s really good along the 
wall and the back check on retrievals and steals. Though he’s not 
physical, he hunts pucks without fear and willingly engages in puck 
battles. He’s got A-level vision, hands, and anticipation. He’s crafty as 
anything. He routinely elevates his linemates and does things himself (as 
evidenced by the uptick in their production and the gap that he still 
maintains well above and beyond his peers). I’m willing to stick my neck 
out for him to become a top-six NHL winger if the Blue Jackets handle his 
development appropriately (which I’m confident they will). 

25. Frank Nazar, C, 18 (Chicago Blackhawks — No. 13, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 26 (change: +1) 

I struggled slotting Nazar because I think had he not lost most of his 
freshman season to injury, he could have ranked higher here. He has 
since returned to the Michigan lineup and, as of this writing, has one goal 
in two games. 

Few prospects dash around the ice and make plays like Nazar does. 
He’s a threatening player from the hashmarks because of his wrister, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 13, 2023 

 

which he pops off of his stick with sneaky power and precision thanks in 
large part to the balance he displays through his weight shift (he’s not a 
super strong kid, though he is a tremendous athlete). 

He’s got quick hands, which help him deftly adjust in traffic to get shots 
off under pressure. He flashes creativity throughout his game. He plays 
pucks into space extremely well, regularly executing through tight gaps in 
coverage. And he’s just a hungry, driven player who consistently targets 
the middle lane with his greatest asset — his skating. 

Nazar’s one of the fastest prospects in the sport, not only in straight lines 
and winding up through his crossovers, but also adjusting tempos (a 
learned skill that he really developed at U.S. NTDP). That allows him to 
impact play both with the puck attacking in transition to turn defenders or 
creating breakaways, as well as without it, speeding into lanes to get 
open for his linemates. 

He also consistently supports the play high in the offensive zone without 
possession when that’s his role (another learned habit at the program 
that came a long way). He can be careless with the puck and try to do 
too much at times but he’s also capable of going right into coverage to 
make something happen or breezing to the perimeter to pull eyes to him 
and facilitate. He moves and does things on the ice that few can and has 
upside as a dynamic top-six playmaker if he can get back on the 
trajectory he was on pre-surgery. 

26. Jiri Kulich, LW/RW, 18 (Buffalo Sabres — No. 28, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

Kulich is a sturdy, driven player who can morph his game to his role. He 
can function as the detail-oriented, above-puck defender who makes 
quick plays and stays on pucks. He can play off of talented linemates to 
free his dangerous shooting arsenal up. Or he can carry the puck and 
function as the primary handler on a line. I like his positioning off the 
puck. I like the strength, balance and control of his skating stride. I like 
how quickly and hard shots come off of his stick (not just with his world-
class one-timer but through a deceptive early release point in stride too). 

He’s got quick hands and flashes skill with the puck on a string one-on-
one and under the triangles of defenders’ sticks. He’s got good feel 
around the net. He plays hard. His skating is noticeable off the puck in 
his ability to pursue and recapture possession to extend sequences. The 
ice tends to tilt in his favor when he’s on it. He stays over pucks and 
protects them extremely well. He supports play well. There’s a lot to like 
about his makeup. He just looks like a pro — and has played like one as 
an 18-year-old in the AHL this year. I have no doubt at this point that he’s 
going to be an NHLer — and maybe a very good one. 

27. Matt Coronato, RW, 20 (Calgary Flames — No. 13, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 42 (change: +15) 

One of the best players in college hockey for my money, it’s not a 
question of if Matt Coronato will be an NHL player but when. I think he 
could play today — as in turn pro at the end of this sophomore season 
and step right into the Flames lineup in a way that the others below him 
on this list haven’t been able to. I also fully expect that Darryl Sutter will 
like him a lot. 

Coronato’s one of those rare forwards who is defined as much by his 
scoring touch around the slot as he is by his work ethic. After winning a 
Clarkson Cup and the USHL’s forward of the year award (after he led the 
league in goals and five-on-five goal differential), Coronato stepped right 
into college hockey and led Harvard in goals (18) and points (36) as a 
freshman last season. He was also, for me, USA’s best forward at the 
summer world juniors in Edmonton, and has continued to impress as one 
of the top sophomores in the NCAA. 

There’s has never been any questioning Coronato’s effort level or his 
ability to make something happen in the home plate area. He’s a 
determined, competitive player with the small-area skill package, detail 
and skating (he’s got good speed, for sure) needed to play that kind of 

game. He’s also got rare spatial awareness which helps him understand 
where he is in relation to pressure and play off of it. 

And then he’s got a hard, quick release which rattles off of the heel of his 
blade and great feel around the net. He’s always in the guts of the ice. 
He’ll force turnovers on the forecheck. He doesn’t stop working. He’s got 
slick hands, especially moving laterally. Increasingly, he looks dangerous 
in transition with the puck. He’s also got great poise in possession inside 
the offensive zone. 

There’s a belief among many scouts and folks around the USHL and 
NCAA that even if he doesn’t become a dynamic, top-of-the-lineup guy, 
that his floor bottoms out as a diligent, hardworking middle-six scorer. 
That’s a darn good player. I think he’s got at least a chance to be more 
than that, too. He’s an impressive player who can play it any way you’d 
like and could have value on both special teams at the next level. 

28. Liam Öhgren, LW, 18 (Minnesota Wild — No. 19, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 19 (change: +1) 

Öhgren put together one of the most productive age-adjusted seasons in 
the history of Sweden’s top junior level and two strong performances 
internationally for Sweden (first at last year’s Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and 
then at U18 worlds, where he was also the team’s captain) in his draft 
year. And he was in the middle of following that up with a strong post-
draft season in the second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan while riding a three-
game point streak and playing his best hockey of the season when he 
got injured late in January. 

He’s a bigger, stronger player than his two first-round teammates (Noah 
Ostlund and Jonathan Lekkerimaki) in Djurgården and he’s also a 
combination shot-and-pass, power-and-finesse player that they aren’t. I 
love the way he shades into and away from pressure in control. His shot 
comes off his blade quick, hard and naturally, rocking it back into his 
stance and letting it go (it really rattles off of his stick). His offensive 
arsenal is multi-faceted and he’s got some really sneaky craftiness and 
evasiveness to his game to complement the tools of strength over the 
puck and through his shot that are obvious. 

He’ll need to pick up a step to translate his game to the NHL level, but I 
wouldn’t call his skating an impediment (it’s better than he usually gets 
credit for); it has looked noticeably improved this year (it looks lighter 
through his crossovers and his pick-ups) and he’s always finding ways to 
get to pucks and/or get open around the home-plate area inside the 
offensive zone, where his skill and shot take over. 

Add in a commitment to the puck retrievals and battles and a strong base 
knowledge of when to make the simple play and when to attack, and 
you’ve got a pretty safely projectable top-nine and probably top-six 
winger at an early age. And don’t confuse completeness for lack of talent, 
as I think that can often be misconstrued and that is not the case here. 
He has been leading more rushes and attacking sequences in control 
this year. You can’t fault his effort level. He’s strong. He can score. 
There’s a lot to like. 

29. Danila Yurov, LW/RW, 19 (Minnesota Wild — No. 24, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 23 (change: -6) 

Those who followed my draft coverage with a watchful eye will know that 
I’m a fan of Yurov’s game. 

I have concerns about how little he’s used in Magnitogorsk and the 
negative impact that can have on his development (it’s been happening 
for three seasons now). Yurov has also already proven to be a dominant 
player in the MHL and internationally (in part because of his December 
2003 birthday but mostly because of his well-rounded skill level), driving 
play, chances and results at both ends. He’s a kid who has really 
impressed me almost every time I’ve watched him against his peers. 
Considering his ice time, he has actually been quite productive between 
ages 17 and 19 in the KHL as well. If you were to fill up two buckets with 
his tools (one for the strengths, one for the weaknesses) and place them 
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on a scale, the bucket with his strengths in it would be overflowing and 
the one with his weaknesses would be near empty. 

He plays hard and fast, he pushes tempo, he’s a strong and balanced 
skater, he’s an excellent give-and-go player who excels at playing in and 
out of space without the puck, his shot comes off of his blade hard in 
motion (though it could use a little more versatility), he’s got pro size and 
skill, he’s diligent in all three zones, and he’s almost always in the right 
position or reading the play to get back into it (on offense or defense). 

Kids his age are often either advanced in the way they operate on the ice 
but lack the high-end skill to make the most out of it, or have the skill in 
spades but struggle to use it because they aren’t processing the game 
fast enough. Yurov doesn’t have any problems on either front. He may 
not become a star, but he’s got projectable top-six tools. 

30. Chaz Lucius, C, 19 (Winnipeg Jets — No. 18, 2021) 

July 2022 ranking: No. 31 (change: +1) 

Lucius left the University of Minnesota after his freshman year even after 
lacking continuity in his play and health following two consecutive years 
of injury troubles. And now, after looking like a star prospect again with 
the WHL title-chasing Portland Winterhawks after starting the season in 
the AHL (where I actually think he played fine considering his age), 
Lucius is done for the year following shoulder surgery. 

That worries me, obviously. But Lucius remains a talented player and 
finisher. I grew fond of the player and the kid in his time at the program, 
and there have been real stretches in every season where he looks like a 
high-end offensive player. 

I still think he’s got legitimate goal-scoring upside. He’s a multi-faceted 
scorer. He’s got natural mid-range finishing ability. He’s got a unique 
ability to change his angles in a split second (thanks to lightning-quick 
hands) and shoot around sticks and feet. And he’s got an opportunistic 
sense for spacing and timing so that he scores his fair share of goals — 
like every good goal scorer — by simply sliding into scoring areas, 
finishing rebounds, or getting open into pockets of space around the net 
just as his linemates are looking to pass. He’s got an underrated nose for 
the net and is all around the crease when he plays against his peers — 
something that should come as he gets stronger in the NHL as well. He 
gets the puck off so quickly. 

He’s not an explosive skater, which leads to apprehension among some 
scouts as to how his finishing ability will translate at the NHL pace, but I 
think his feel for the game and talent will supersede that in the next stage 
of his development. He’s also an underrated playmaker and passer who 
understands how to play pucks into space when he draws pressure. He 
can find pockets inside the offensive zone to get open into when he 
doesn’t have the puck and uses opposing defenders as decoys when he 
does. 

There are times when I’d like to see him create more of his own looks but 
with the right linemates and good health, I expect him to get back on 
track toward a top-six scorer projection. 

31. Cam York, LHD, 22 (Philadelphia Flyers — No. 14, 2019) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

York, who has established himself as an NHL defenseman (and one of 
the Flyers’ better ones for that matter), was not going to appear on this 
list next year because of his age whether or not he made the leap that he 
has this year. Thankfully, though, he has also played his way off this list 
regardless of whether or not he would have aged out between now and 
then. 

And I must admit: It has been nice, as someone who stuck his neck out 
for York ahead of the draft when there were divergent opinions, and who 
remained bullish when it took him some time to figure the pro game out, 
to see him playing 20-plus minutes successfully and regularly of late. 

Everyone always agreed he was a good young player and kid who does 
a lot well. He also developed out his 5-foot-11 frame in the last couple of 

years. But there were concerns about his ability to really dictate and 
determine outcomes on the ice at the NHL level in ways he did at lower 
levels. He’s a smooth skater but not an explosive one. And while he’s 
talented with the puck on his stick, capable of running a power play, 
mobile moving side-to-side across the line and a superb passer who has 
produced at every level he’s ever played at, some worried that he wasn’t 
quite dynamic enough to become a truly high-end offensive defenseman, 
nor big enough and powerful enough to become go-to defensive zone 
guy. 

I saw an excellent distributor who makes the game look easy, rotating in 
and out of space with and without the puck to make plays and get open. I 
saw a light, fluid stride and smooth hands which help him manipulate 
opposing players, create separation without a separation gear and 
manage pressure to play with a ton of poise with the puck. I saw a 
positional defender who does a good enough job gapping up and 
maintaining his gaps to help break up plays and transition back the other 
way without needing to push people around. I saw a potential top-four 
defenseman who could be an effective and offensively-inclined three-
zone player. The Flyers are seeing that now, too (and credit to John 
Tortorella on the York front because he has handled his progression 
smartly this year). 

32. Joakim Kemell, RW, 18 (Nashville Predators — No. 17, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 19 (change: -13) 

Kemell is a highly-gifted, shot-creating winger who excels with the puck 
on his stick, carves teams up through coverage to take the play from the 
flanks to the interior, and possesses quick, light hands. Those tools 
enable him to take advantage of his dangerous NHL wrister and one-
timer, both of which he can get off quickly from a variety of stances and 
at a variety of tempos. On the puck, he’s agile through cuts, threatening 
one-on-one and changes of direction and plays an intentional, attacking 
style. 

Off of the puck, he also plays with some energy and doesn’t shy away 
from the physical side of the game, which has endeared him to coaches 
to this point despite his 5-foot-11 frame. I’d like to see him slow down and 
utilize his linemates a little better than he does as he’s actually a heady 
playmaker when he opens his plane of sight, but part of what makes him 
exciting is his insistence on creating his own looks (even if that comes 
with some forcing it) with that shot of his. He really can sling it, with a 
wrister and one-timer that both pop. 

Kemell hasn’t taken a step in Liiga this season after an excellent age-
adjusted year in his draft year, but he performed well at the summer and 
winter world juniors, where he played a competitive and borderline-
powerful style while still getting his looks inside the offensive zone. He’s 
got some work to do to add a little more variety and pace to his game at 
times, but he projects as a top-six, PP1 winger who can break a game 
open inside the offensive zone if all goes well. 

33. Philip Tomasino, RW, 21 (Nashville Predators — No. 24, 2019) 

July 2022 rank: N/A 

I’m pretty confident that Tomasino could play inside the Predators’ top 
nine and have the kind of success that Juuso Parssinen has had this 
year. I know he didn’t have a great training camp to really hold onto the 
top-12 role he played last season, but he has looked the part of an 
NHLer in the AHL offensively. I do understand the appeal of giving him a 
full season in the AHL and then re-promoting him into a more prominent 
role next year as well. 

He’s a breezy skater who threatens off the rush with his ability to fly wide 
or burst to the middle to create in transition as both a passer and a 
finishing threat. His wrister is a mid-range threat, he’s got excellent 
hands, he’s crafty with the puck in tight spaces and he just seems to 
effortlessly flow within the game making plays. He has produced at the 
top of his age group in the OHL and AHL and I still believe hell inject 
some long-needed talent into the Predators’ roster sooner rather than 
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later as a multifaceted offensive creator. He may not become a true star, 
but I think he’s got second-line, PP upside. 

34. Brennan Othmann, LW, 20 (New York Rangers — No. 16, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 33 (change: -1) 

After posting 59 goals and 121 points in 85 combined regular season and 
playoff games last year in his post-draft season, Othmann’s production 
this year has dipped, in particular — and surprisingly — after a move 
from his Firebirds to the contending Petes. I’m not too worried about it 
though (he shot 16 percent last season and those numbers have dipped 
to just under 12 percent this year). He also looked the part of the top 
prospect that he is at both of the world juniors in Edmonton and Halifax, 
especially in the games that mattered (he’s a gamer). 

He’s got a lethal, masked release that he can get off of his blade at 
multiple points while still maintaining pinpoint accuracy. He’s got a silky 
first touch into quick hands. He’s got that sixth sense as a scorer, where 
he just finds holes in coverage and in goalies to finish plays at a higher 
rate than most. He’s got a heady spatial awareness inside the offensive 
zone and a good feel for where his teammates are on the ice, regularly 
executing blind and clever passes. He plays a determined off-puck game 
that engages in battles. He’s a physical presence when he’s on the ice, a 
constant threat to lay a big hit, and scrappy and mouthy between whistles 
(there’s a bit of a chip on his shoulder on and off the ice, honestly). He’s 
got great hands around the net and on tips. He’s not a faster player but 
he plays a direct, attacking game with the puck and he has worked hard 
to get stronger and a step quicker so that he can make the most out of 
his natural gifts on the ice. He’s got the ability to become a top-six, top 
power-play scoring winger with some snarl. Now it’s just about continuing 
to hone and tap into them consistently. 

35. Dylan Holloway, C/LW, 21 (Edmonton Oilers — No. 14, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: No. 48 (change: +13) 

Every year, there are one or two players in this project that I make an 
exception to include as a prospect even when they’ve played all of their 
games in the NHL so far this season, because of the expectation that 
they may not yet have fully solidified themselves as full-time NHLers. 
Last year, I included Capitals rookie Connor McMichael, who has 
coincidentally since returned to the AHL. This year, I’ve hesitantly re-
included Holloway. Though were it not for injuries (including two wrist 
surgeries), he’d probably be a little more established in the NHL by now. 

Holloway is a fast, powerful, physical, forechecking presence who I 
believe has a third-line floor and the skill to push into a top-six role as the 
complementary scorer and go-getter that the Oilers searched for high 
and low for Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl before they found Zach 
Hyman and Evander Kane. 

He’s known as an explosive skater who is normally the most athletic 
player on the ice. But he’s also got quick-twitch hands that keep up with 
his feet and a powerful wrist shot release which help him manufacture 
offence both off the rush and cutting off the wall to the slot to power past 
checks and get to dangerous spots to create chances. I’m still of the 
belief that he’s better suited for the wing than centre, but his versatility at 
both positions doesn’t hurt either. He stays in every battle, supports play, 
plays hard, and can beat defenders to his spots. But he has always been 
much more than that, too, and the kind of player who is more impactful in 
practical on-ice ways than his production suggests (which has also 
always been strong!). 

He’s going to give future lines a different look and provide value and 
punch in all three zones, on both special teams. I still see a 50-something 
point ceiling in the prime of his career if he can stay healthy. He’s going 
to find his way. 

36. Kirill Marchenko, LW, 22 (Columbus Blue Jackets — No. 49, 2018) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

This season has kind of gone how you’d hope it would for Marchenko. 
After three years as a top young player in the KHL, he began in the AHL, 

registered points in his first five games and immediately became one of 
the Monsters’ best players, earned the call-up to the big club (even 
ignoring the Blue Jackets’ injuries) and has continued to play his game 
while building the league’s most unique stat sheet with his 14 goals to 
one assist ratio through 30 games. 

Marchenko’s a strong and sturdy winger who plays the game with skill 
characteristic of a smaller player, with A-grade hands and touch with the 
puck which helps him fool goalies and defenders one-on-one or feather a 
shot into a specific location in the net from a tough angle when there isn’t 
an opportunity to blow the puck past a goalie (which he can also do). I’d 
like to see him leverage his size a little more but he’s never going to be a 
mean, imposing player and he has learned to use his length effectively in 
other ways, including through his shot when he really needs to turn on a 
puck and use his forward momentum to lean into a shot from an off-
balance stance. He’s good in the home plate area and off the flanks, and 
he has shown he can play at NHL pace. I don’t think he’s going to be a 
star, but this is the start of a career as a good NHL player (he projects to 
be that $5-million guy every team wants as a scoring complement with 
pro size to the really expensive tickets). 

37. Rutger McGroarty, RW/LW, 18 (Winnipeg Jets — No. 14, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 34 (change: -3) 

McGroarty’s one of those kids who just looks like a pro hockey player. If 
he walked into an NHL dressing room tomorrow, he would stand stronger 
and broader than some in it. Then you add in the charisma which made 
him the natural choice for the captaincy at the U.S. NTDP program, and 
the light and energy that oozes out of him, and you have to be careful not 
to put too much stock into the off-ice pieces of the puzzle that he already 
appears to have figured out. But I think he’s a darn good hockey player 
too and the pieces of the puzzle fit together nicely on the ice. 

He’s a better skater (there are some kinks he still needs to work out in his 
mechanics from a standstill because it doesn’t look the prettiest through 
his first few steps, but there’s some power when he gets going 
nonetheless) than he gets credit for and his spatial awareness, reads and 
effort level help him avoid losing short races. He’s got raw skill that 
shows up in his great hands. His finishing touch around the net is there in 
spades, with a hard one-touch shot that he leverages his strong frame to 
power through when he gets open in the slot. 

He has particularly mastered the net drive into a high rotation away from 
coverage that brings him back to around the net. And then when he gets 
there, he’s got the strength to shoot from bad postures/off balance. He 
always put his shots into good locations (along the ice, low blocker, high 
short side) it seems, too. He’s dexterous. I’m a big fan. 

The ice normally tilts in his favour, he’s such a smart player, he can 
score, he works, and he just understands where to be out there and how 
to put himself in positions to create offence. He has also reinforced a 
strong statistical profile with good freshman-year production. If he can get 
a little quicker from the jump, he’s got all of the other makings of a 
legitimate top-nine forward who can play up and down a lineup with a 
variety of player types. 

38. Alexander Nikishin, LHD, 21 (Carolina Hurricanes — No. 69, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

Maybe the biggest riser outside the NHL at his position in the last year, 
Nikishin is having a season for the ages in the KHL. He has already 
smashed the league’s U20 scoring record by a defenseman by double 
digits, he’s the highest-scoring defenseman in the league this year, and 
he has done it while playing huge minutes (nearly 23 a night) on the best 
team in the league. 

Nikishin’s a physically advanced (6-foot-4, 216-pound) defender whose 
strength is evident in his blistering point shot, his ability to win board 
battles and his net-front boxouts. I like the way he reads the play, closes 
off the wall and gets into passing lanes. He can more than hold his own 
defensively at five-on-five and on the penalty kill. He has taken huge 
steps the last two seasons to play the aggressive, trigger-happy style that 
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made him a productive defenseman in junior. He has gone from moving 
the puck fine to moving it comfortably and even confidently. He manages 
the point effectively, he’s a decent skater and he’s a righty. He’s not 
talented enough to offer much offense at the next level but I’ve believed 
in his offensive game since his draft year and it has begun to show itself 
as an asset again at the pro level. He checks a whole lotta boxes that 
coaches look for. 

39. Scott Morrow, RHD, 20 (Carolina Hurricanes — No. 40, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

One of the most productive freshman defenseman in college hockey last 
season and the Minutemen’s leading scorer as a sophomore this year, 
Morrow is a real talent who made the jump from high school hockey 
directly into the NCAA look easy from a skill/level standpoint (he has had 
to do some maturing/growing up off the ice). 

He’s an excellent transition defender who transports pucks confidently, 
plays boldly inside the offensive zone and possesses impressive 
handling skill for a defenseman. He’s an exit/entry machine who carves 
teams up through the neutral zone with head fakes, side steps and cuts 
(his skating really impresses on its edges, even if he’s not explosive). 
When he’s on the ice, he wants to take over and direct play in 
possession and does so by guiding opposing players out of his way. And 
on top of all of that, he’s a 6-foot-2 righty whose game defensively has 
taken important steps to cut back on mistakes, stay in better positioning 
and eliminate some bad habits that have often concerned scouts. There’s 
real top-four upside to Morrow if he continues to round out his game. 
UMass has a great track record developing top defensemen, too. 

40. Brock Faber, RHD, 20 (Minnesota Wild — No. 45, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

Though he only turned 20 at the end of August, making him one of the 
youngest juniors in college hockey, Faber has already been an 
Olympian, a captain at the world juniors, and a captain in college. At the 
end of this season, one where he’s the top defenseman on arguably the 
top team in college hockey at the moment, he’ll try to cap off his 
collegiate career with a second consecutive trip to the Frozen Four 
before taking the natural next step and turning pro. 

The strength of Faber’s game is his A-level skating (particularly its 
maneuverability, quick edges and balanced posture) and the way he 
uses it, only taking opportunities when they’re available offensively and 
playing tight gaps defensively. He changes directions beautifully on cuts. 
And while he may not beat opposing players one-on-one with the puck, 
when he’s under pressure he does a great job escaping, keeping 
opposing players on his back, and then head manning the puck. He’s a 
heady, efficient player who plays past the first layer of pressure and has 
enviable footwork. 

His skill doesn’t pop like his skating does, but he kills a lot of plays with 
an active stick and perfect timing in the neutral zone, he’s able to join the 
rush, he keeps his stick on pucks, he’s smart in distribution atop the 
offensive zone, he has established himself as one of the best 
defensemen in college hockey, and he has begun to look to play with a 
little more sureness hanging onto the puck inside the offensive zone or 
transporting it in transition (both of which he does comfortably when he 
chooses to). 

He’s the prototype for the modern defenseman, combining feet and 
smarts to steer and control play without needing to be the guy who takes 
over a game. He’s got the makings of a very effective, three-zone five-
on-five player and it has been fun to see him play a little freer with the 
puck this last year or so. The ice tilts and positive things happen when 
he’s out there. I fully expect him to become a second-pairing 
defenseman. 

41. Sean Farrell, LW, 21 (Montreal Canadiens — No. 124, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

After losing his freshman year to the pandemic following the Ivy League’s 
(and Harvard’s) cancellation, Farrell was one of the top sophomores in 
college hockey last year even though he was really a freshman (following 
his USHL scoring title and Player of the Year award), and he’s clearly 
one of the most talented players and playmakers on the ice this year. 

He has proven, again and again, that he can drive creation on his own 
and that despite the natural passing instincts that he has, he doesn’t 
even need to play with shooters to do that. He’s got a ton of flair inside 
the offensive zone, he’s getting more and more confident attacking for 
himself (which opens up all of that playmaking feel and intuition he has), 
and despite standing 5-foot-9 and 175 pounds it feels like he never gets 
hit. The way he navigates and manipulates in the offensive half of the ice 
with his hands and skating gives him real top-nine, power-play upside as 
a play creator. He’s a ton of fun to watch and he does it by playing a 
crafty, intelligent game and not by blowing pucks past goalies or 
exploding around a defender. 

42. Matthew Knies, LW, 20 (Toronto Maple Leafs — No. 57, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

One of the fastest risers in the prospects world last season, Knies 
emerged as one of the top freshmen in college hockey last year and has 
picked up where he left off in his return for a sophomore season before 
he turns pro. While it must be said that he has had the benefit of great 
linemates in both of his seasons with the Golden Gophers, he has proved 
he belongs with them as well, which is a testament to both his own 
individual skill (he’s got one of the harder wristers outside the NHL) and 
the way his power game complements talented linemates (which Leafs 
fans, I know, are hoping is a foreshadowing of what’s to come given he’s 
a left winger). 

Knies has a rare power-finesse blend to his game, where he can drop a 
shoulder, drive at you with his heavy 6-foot-3 frame, and overpower 
goalies with his shot, but he also executes his fair share of small-area 
plays. He’s got a bit of a hunch in his stride that really leans him out over 
his toecaps, which I’d like to see straightened out at least a little, but he’s 
got all of the makings of a modern power forward who can play an honest 
but talented game that excels on the wall as much as in the middle third. 

He’s comfortable in control, he’s got great touch, he’s always working to 
keep himself in the play off of the puck, he’s got a strong two-way 
foundation, he’s hard to knock off pucks, and he understands how to play 
off of crowds to facilitate. There’s some underrated creativity to his game 
as well (he’ll execute the odd spin-pass or between-the-legs attempt at 
The Post). It’s hard to make a play past him when he’s barrelling in on 
you on the forecheck, so defenders tend to just brace for impact. When 
there isn’t an opportunity to win a battle with his body, he’s strong on 
stick lifts and keeps his feet moving. He’s even strong holding onto pucks 
when others are trying to reach in on him or bump him along the wall on 
the cycle. 

I expect him to become a good second-line scoring winger with some 
presence to his game (if not a third-line one at his floor). 

Matthew Knies. (John Mersits / CSM via ZUMA Press Wire / Cal Sport 
Media via AP Images) 

43. Zachary Bolduc, LW, 19 (St. Louis Blues — No. 17, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

The QMJHL’s second-most productive player in points per game behind 
only Dumais, Bolduc’s looking like a player who won QMJHL Rookie of 
the Year, was named the QMJHL’s top prospect in the 2021 draft, was 
drafted in the first round, and is on a path to the NHL. That’s particularly 
notable after he came through the pandemic, a pair of injuries, and an 
appendectomy in a short period of time. 

He’s a kid whose skill and finesse have really impressed me in the last 
couple of seasons. He makes plays with such ease off the flank with the 
puck on his stick, especially off of cuts and as a passer. He has 
developed some real cleverness to his game, slipping away from checks 
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and sliding pucks under sticks at speed. He’s also an underrated two-
way winger who impresses on the penalty kill. And then he’s got a 
dangerous mid-range shot (which he gets off quickly and which also 
features a useful one-timer) and good overall skating which allows him to 
get good looks for himself and finish on them. I see a talented winger 
who can play on or off the puck effectively and create offense in a variety 
of ways. He’s got projectable second-line upside. 

44. Noah Östlund, C, 18 (Buffalo Sabres — No. 16, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

Östlund’s calling card is his airy, agile skating stride, excellent hands, 
cleverness, and two-way ability. The skating and defensive aptitude 
(including on faceoffs) make him an able penalty killer and the rest give 
him clear tools of creation at five-on-five and on the power play. He wins 
a ton of short races, creates quickly as soon as he’s in possession, and 
darts around the ice in control to get into scoring areas or facilitate from 
the perimeter. His lack of size and strength are definitely going to be 
impediments as he progresses up levels, but he’s got the benefit of time, 
his skating, and the fondness coaches have for him to fall back on. 

He’s silky smooth in possession and a superb puck transporter through 
neutral ice. He’s got a slippery quality that few players have, the puck just 
sticks to him in tight coverage, and he is a catalyst on his line in a variety 
of ways. He’s a nifty little player. Some scouts worry about whether he’ll 
be able to get to the inside/hold his own physically along the wall in the 
NHL (he has never scored a ton) but his approach and skating should 
help mitigate against that. I like him a lot. The flow. The work ethic. The 
ability to hang onto it or play in quick give-and-goes. His stick on steals. 
The changes of directions and cutbacks. There’s a lot to like. 

He has been the most productive of the trio of first-round picks playing 
with Djurgarden this year, too. I’ll be interested to see what he does next 
year because he has another year on his deal with Djurgarden after this 
one but it has an out built in if they aren’t promoted back to the SHL from 
HockeyAllsvenskan. 

45. Philip Broberg, LHD, 21 (Edmonton Oilers — No. 8, 2019) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

After spending more time in the AHL than NHL in his first season in North 
America a year ago, the 2022-23 campaign has flipped that script for 
Broberg, who has spent more time with the Oilers than Condors through 
midseason and has moved from playing 9-10 minutes a night to as many 
as 18 in recent games (and to really strong results, too). 

For a long time, Broberg relied on his strength, athleticism, and raw tools. 
But in the last two years, he has begun to demonstrate a more refined 
game on and off the puck. He’s long, he’s strong, he was a late birthday 
in his draft year (which speaks to some of that catch-up we’re now seeing 
in other areas of his game), his stride is powerful and compact, he’s 
sturdy in board battles, and he has always used his natural tools to play 
an aggressive, confident style which relied on carrying the puck and 
trying to influence the game. Now, some of the finer skills of touch, 
finesse, spatial awareness, and problem-solving are beginning to show 
with more consistency (though there can still be some soppiness to his 
game and his reads). He has also learned, by necessity as he figures out 
the NHL game I’m sure, to play with a little more restraint and pick his 
spots (whether on pinches or with the puck) a little better. He has done a 
good job rounding out some of his rough edges to help strengthen his 
second-pairing projection. His game is always going to be about his 
length, his skating, and his want to act instead of react (even as he has 
settled it down) though. I expect you’ll see the latter reveal itself more 
and more as he builds confidence in the NHL. 

46. Fabian Lysell, RW, 19 (Boston Bruins — No. 21, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

There were legitimate questions heading into this season about whether 
Lysell’s game, with all of its speed but some of its concerns about getting 
to the guts of the ice in control (he has always done a good job hunting 

pucks without it), would translate at the pro level or funnel to the 
perimeter. He has done a good job answering them with a strong rookie 
season in the AHL. But he created more questions than answers with his 
zero-point performance and fall down the Swedish lineup at the world 
juniors. 

I don’t think he has played shy or drifted hardly at all in the AHL. He has 
been entering through the middle and then going to the slot/the front of 
the net. And when there have been opportunities to attack, he has played 
with intention instead of hesitation and has gone directly at pro 
defenders. The same was true in the summer world juniors, when he was 
hard to trap on the perimeter and slippery losing guys with cut-backs, but 
was also going to the net consistently. Off the puck, he’s got a great 
ability to get to pucks and keep sequences alive with his speed. On it, 
he’s fun to watch carry it up ice and he weaves around defenders 
effortlessly. When Lysell plays fearless and confident and makes quick 
decisions, he’s a joy to watch. 

But after getting banged up in the third game of the world juniors, he 
didn’t look like any of the above in the second half, and was ultimately 
pushed down to the No. 13 forward role and ejected from the bronze 
medal game for a check to the head. 

He’s a dynamic, free-flowing skater who has rare top speed and agility 
with the puck on his stick (one of those players who seems to get faster 
with the puck on his stick). Lysell’s not a one-trick pony, either. The 
highlight pack is about the end-to-end rushes and the dashes through 
holes in coverage, for sure. But he can also dance a defender by pulling 
pucks through his wide stance and across his body to beat them with not 
just a lateral cut but his hands. And he can dance defenders to the 
outside with his high-end top speed or a quick change of pace. He’s got 
cuts, stops and starts, and directional changes. Though his shot isn’t 
powerful, per se, it’s deceptive off the blade and accurate. 

When he pushes through contact and keeps his feet moving, he can 
draw a lot of penalties with his skating. He’s also chippier than you might 
expect. He can dance one-on-one (though he could stand to simplify 
instead of always trying to hero it and his body language can look bad 
when he’s not playing well). I do wonder if could be a useful penalty killer 
with the right coach because of his skating. 

And then without the puck, while he’s not a physical player, he’s a puck 
thief off of back pressure. I do still think he can come and go in games 
and try to do too much (there’s a little too much one-and-done to his 
games when he flies into the zone and takes long shots in transition, or 
over-handles the puck) but his upside is real and he’s unquestionably still 
the top prospect in the Bruins’ system. 

47. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, 18 (Vancouver Canucks — No. 15, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: No. 20 (change: -27) 

If your glass is half empty, Lekkerimaki has been the least impressive of 
the three Djurgarden first-rounders from the 2022 draft this season, 
wasn’t great at the summer world juniors (especially after how well he 
showed in the SHL last year on both of those fronts), and is now done for 
the season with a foot injury. His world juniors in Halifax didn’t exactly 
right the ship, either. He was good in the semifinal and final, working his 
way back into the rotation after falling to the 13th forward slot. And he 
was still the second-youngest player on the team. There were also some 
positives: moments where he played with intention off the puck and on 
the forecheck, moments where he made plays as a shooter and passer, 
etc. But the moments usually don’t last as long as you’d like them to and 
consistency remains an issue. 

If your glass is half full, there was always going to be a player from the 
Djurgarden trio who wasn’t going to get the opportunity they were hoping 
for as the team tried to earn promotion back into the SHL, and as the 
youngest of the three (by four and a half months to Ostlund and a full 
seven months to Ohgren), it’s not a huge surprise that that guy has been 
Lekkerimaki, nor is it one that he wasn’t great in Edmonton in a 
tournament where he was technically an underager (he was also 
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Sweden’s youngest player), especially given his style of play in both 
cases. 

Lekkerimaki’s talent is undeniable. He’s dynamic in control and 
threatening from anywhere in the offensive zone. He can beat you in an 
instant with a quick catch-and-release or curl-and-drag shot, or hang onto 
pucks and make things happen himself. He’s got a knack for hitting holes 
in the net, frequently beating goalies low-blocker and five-hole. He’s got 
A-level hands, a deceptive release, and a slyness to his game that allows 
him to get to spots to score with and without the puck. He’s going to have 
clear power-play upside at the next level because of all of those things. 
His challenge is going to be becoming threatening on a consistent basis 
at five-on-five against men. Because what’s also clear about 
Lekkerimaki’s game is that it can come and go; he can fade to the 
perimeter in control, especially when he’s not getting touches and getting 
involved. The Globe Trotters feel that what he had at the J20 level in 
Sweden, and what he showed at the U18 worlds when he led the 
tournament in points, was always going to be harder to replicate up 
levels. 

Still, with the right development and patience, he’s got clear upside as a 
top-six creator and finisher — you want to have the puck in his hands. 
His age also means there’s no rush. Mix in an ability to put the puck in 
the net with consistency from midrange and he’s got both an exciting skill 
level and an opportunity to find another level. On age, talent, and the 
ability to improve his pace and competitiveness, I thought he deserved to 
remain on this list even after a season that has certainly downgraded his 
likelihood of being what the Canucks were hoping for when they drafted 
him. 

48. Jonatan Berggren, LW/RW, 22 (Detroit Red Wings — No. 47, 2018) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

After years plagued by injuries, Berggren just keeps hitting checkpoints 
of late. There was his tremendous 20-year-old season in the SHL two 
years ago. There was his team-leading 64-point rookie season in the 
AHL last year. And now there has been a smooth, productive transition 
into an NHLer in what would have been his last year of eligibility for this 
list due to age — but that will be a moot point as he graduates to full-time 
NHLer anyway. 

Berggren can torment teams with his east-west skill on the perimeter, 
hanging onto pucks, playing with unique poise under pressure and using 
his hands and footwork to draw defenders to him so that his linemates 
can get open in the space those defenders leave behind. He has also, in 
the last three seasons, gotten to the inside more proficiently. Berggren 
has clear line-driving upside and an ingenuity to his game that helps him 
create plays out of nothing, surprise defenders and goalies, and spend a 
lot of his time dictating with the puck on his stick, layering stop-ups and 
low-to-high players into carrying sequences. He’s not going to be a big 
goal-scorer at the NHL level but I like him as a playmaking top-nine 
winger with clear power-play value who gives you 15 to 20 goals a year 
and 40 to 50 points (and maybe more with the right linemates and a good 
run of luck the odd season). One of my favorites. 

49. Ridly Greig, C/LW, 20 (Ottawa Senators — No. 28, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

After an excellent final season in the WHL and a strong performance as a 
go-to defensive player at the world juniors (which were shortened by a 
shoulder injury that delayed the start of his season), Greig has stepped 
right into the AHL and NHL and continued to progress nicely towards his 
projection as an up-and-down the lineup NHL forward who can add skill 
to a bottom six or get after it with skilled players. 

He’ll still take the odd bad penalty, but Greig plays with fire, wins battles 
above his weight class, gets up and under sticks to take back pucks, will 
sacrifice the body the block a shot, and just gives you a bit of everything 
as an energizing forechecker who can also find space in and out of 
coverage with and without the puck. He’s fearless, he takes pucks to dirty 
areas, he’s a heart and soul guy, he’s always around it, he skates well, 

he’s physical, he’s feisty, and he’s going to endear himself to fans for his 
style of play. 

Greig is a driven, up-tempo forward of equal parts skill and work ethic 
who can play centre and the wing. He’s defined by his tenaciousness, but 
he can make plays in traffic, his wrister is accurate (though I wouldn’t say 
it’s threatening from long range), he’s willing to attack and try things, and 
he almost never looks to cheat or play selfishly within that game. He’s 
also an August birthday, which gives him continued runway to add 
elements offensively. He’s a gamer. 

50. Owen Beck, C, 18 (Montreal Canadiens — No. 33, 2022) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

Beck is a strong, athletic kid who has endeared himself to scouts for his 
middle-lane, driven, pro-style game and plus-level speed. He’s a 
noticeable shift-to-shift player who excels at getting to the inside, pushing 
tempo, and winning battles. And there is skill to his game (he’s got good 
hands and enough talent to make things happen when he’s around the 
puck all the time) even if it fits within more of a hurry-up style than a slow-
the-game-down-and-problem-solve one. He keeps his feet moving, he 
works north-south to apply pressure and get back, and he’s a good 
transition player on entries and give-and-gos. He can play in all situations 
with a variety of linemate types and projects as an impactful third centre 
who can play up and down a lineup where needed. 

The Tiers 

Here’s the ranking broken down into tiers for a better sense of the 
proximity within groups of players. 

This year’s ranking is divided into five tiers. They are: 1-2, 3-8, 9-24, 25-
45, and 46+. I debated swapping each of the players I have ranked 46-50 
with most of the 55 players I have listed as honourable mentions below. 
Those players are largely interchangeable and I’d listen to arguments for 
each at the bottom of the list. Consider it more of a 46-105 tier (though 
there’s probably one more divide in there between the players I seriously 
considered and the ones that only got passing consideration). 
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Trying to pinpoint the single most impactful trade made by the Arizona 
Coyotes over the past decade or so is problematic on one level, because 
for a brief time, not so long ago, they were aggressive buyers. 
Remember how they added Taylor Hall for a handful of fringe prospects 
and a first-round draft choice back in mid-December of 2019? 

Here’s a fact, curious, but true: Arizona was in first place in the Pacific 
Division at the time they made the trade for Hall, who was only a year 
and change removed from his MVP season. The Coyotes were in go-for-
broke mode. That lasted about five minutes. Mostly, since then, they’ve 
pivoted and been sellers, or trade brokers. The usual modus operandi is 
either trying to package players off their NHL roster in exchange for draft 
choices, or alternately, to act as a salary-cap dumping ground for teams 
needing to pare payroll. 

But one trade — with the Red Wings back at the 2016 NHL Draft — 
turned out to have a lasting benefit for the organization. Officially, the 
Coyotes traded up four places in the draft to get from 20 to 16 in order to 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 13, 2023 

 

land a player they had high on their list, defenseman Jakob Chychrun, 
who was plunging down the charts. In exchange, the Coyotes agreed to 
take on the final year of Pavel Datsyuk’s $7.5 million contract from the 
Red Wings and also gave Detroit a second-rounder to complete the 
trade. 

All of which explains how Chychrun ended up with the Coyotes. He’s a 
player who has been on our trade boards for the better part of two years 
now, and his time in Arizona could end any time now. 

Here’s a look back at how it started. 

Ken Holland, Red Wings GM at the time: I signed Pavel to a three-year 
contract (in June of 2013). After one year, Pav came to me and said he 
decided he wanted to leave and finish his career back in Russia. I had to 
explain to him that because he signed the contract, as an over-35 player, 
that if he went home, he was still on our cap. Basically, I struck an 
agreement with him: Come back for one more year and if at the end of 
that year, you still want to go home, I’ll work with you to get you back to 
the KHL. 

Which is exactly what happened. 

Holland: He’d switched agents at that point, to Dan Milstein. Going into 
the last year of his contract, Dan notified me that Pavel had made the 
decision to go back to the KHL. I had $7.5 million tied up in the contract 
and he was going to remain on our cap. 

It was a problem. The Red Wings had just made the playoffs for the 25th 
consecutive season and were hoping to keep the streak going. So 
leading into the draft, Holland notified teams around the NHL with cap 
space to spare that he wanted to move Datsyuk’s contract and was 
willing to negotiate. 

Holland: By about a week before the draft, I had talked to many teams 
about moving Pav’s cap space, because obviously, there was no money 
attached to it. Nobody was going to have to pay anything. He was going 
to the KHL and somebody would have a $7.5 million cap hit on their 
books — but no money outlay. For teams that wanted to be near the 
floor, it would be a good deal. 

The draft was in Buffalo in 2016. At the time, John Chayka was in Month 
3 as the new Coyotes GM. He’d been hired as the team’s assistant GM 
the year before, and when he was promoted to replace Don Maloney, he 
was, at age 26, the youngest GM in league history. But Arizona’s interest 
in Chychrun dated back for years before Chayka’s promotion. 

Tim Bernhardt, Arizona’s director of amateur scout: You don’t watch 
underages super closely, but going into his draft year, we had watched 
Jakob Chychrun a lot, because he was a good player. So, we’d seen him 
in his underage season and we’d also seen him as a 15-year-old. We 
thought he was a top two or three overall pick going into his draft year, 
based on his underage season. We didn’t see any areas of concern. 

But Chychrun’s stock started to fall as the year went on. He was rated 
No. 2 in the Central Scouting midseason ranking of North American 
skaters, but slipped to No. 4 in the final ranking (behind Pierre-Luc 
Dubois, Matthew Tkachuk and Alex Nylander). European skaters were 
ranked separately and in 2016, there was a bumper crop: Auston 
Matthews was No. 1 (because he was playing in Switzerland), followed 
by a pair of Finns, Patrick Laine and Jesse Puljujarvi, second and third. 

Bernhardt: In Jakob’s draft year, there’s no question that everyone 
started to have questions about his hockey sense. Jakob’s whole life up 
to that point was about getting to the NHL, and his draft year was so 
important. Some people, in their draft years, thrive; and some people, in 
their draft years, explode. He kind of exploded. First, he got an injury and 
he missed a whole bunch of time, about a month and a half, two months. 
Then, when he came back, he was trying to catch up. I always say he 
was trying to do everything in one shift. He was rushing the puck when 
he shouldn’t have been rushing the puck and just doing things that were 
out of character for him. But we chalked it up to a kid who is trying to do 
too much because he was feeling his draft-year pressure. 

It’s not an uncommon phenomenon for players to rise — and fall — 
dramatically in their draft years. It happened notably to others — Filip 
Forsberg fell to No. 11 in 2012 and Cam Fowler fell to No. 12 in 2010, 
when both were projected to go as high as the top five. Sometimes, it’s 
easy to overthink a decision. Sometimes, a team can look too hard for 
flaws in a player who’s been under scrutiny for years. 

Bernhardt: Because of the injury, people were dropping (Chychrun in 
their internal rankings). We had scouts on our own staff asking those 
questions too. It concerned us a little bit, but not enough to drop him to 
16. We had him in our top two or three at the start of the season, and 
probably dropped him down to seven or eight or nine. So, when he was 
still available at that spot, we thought that was just too good an 
opportunity to pass up. John and Kenny had been talking for weeks. As 
(Chychrun) started to fall, John said to us, “Yeah, I can probably go back 
to Kenny and see if we can make it happen.” And he did. 

Holland: I had many weeks of conversation with Johnny Chayka. The 
Datsyuk contract was of interest to them — if you’re rebuilding, you want 
to be near the floor. He and I talked the day before the draft at the GMs 
meetings. Johnny swung by me and made a proposal — not a very good 
proposal. I told him I had one other option. 

On the day of the draft, as the draft unfolded, somewhere around the 
middle of the first round, he came over and we talked again. It was 
around Pick 10. He said there was somebody falling that he wanted to 
pick. So he went back to his table, I went to mine. I called him about Pick 
14 and he said his guy was still on the board. I don’t know who, at this 
point, they’ve identified, but I called him once the 15th pick was 
announced and he said, “Yep, the deal’s on.” Then he and I went up to 
the front and made it official. 

The consensus, at the time of the trade, was that Detroit had extricated 
itself from a salary-cap headache for a very small cost. Detroit ultimately 
drafted Dennis Cholowski with the 20th pick in the entry draft and then 
took Filip Hronek with the 53rd pick. Cholowski only played 104 games in 
Detroit and has moved on to the Seattle, Washington and Islanders 
organizations. But Hronek is a fixture on the Red Wings blue line. 

Holland: Now that we know the names, it’s easier to evaluate. If the 
names were Bill and Bob and Joe and none of these guys ever played in 
the NHL, it would be different. But he got Chychrun and certainly, Hronek 
is a legitimate top-four defenseman in the NHL for Detroit. 

For Arizona, having the confidence in their first impression of Chychrun 
ultimately paid dividends. 

Bernhardt: You’ve got to look at the big picture. You can’t go with the 
most recent impression, because if you do, then you’ve got to figure out 
why it veered from the norm. It also shows why it’s important to scout 
underages and even scout players at 15. People always ask: Why do you 
scout them at 15? Well, if you’re trying to figure out where he’s going, 
you want to know where he’s coming from. And the farther back you go, 
to know where he’s coming from, it gives you a better picture of where 
he’s headed — and the direction he’s going in. 

Probably the best way of evaluating any deal is if, with the benefit of 
hindsight, you would do it all over again. In the end, both teams would 
likely do so and still be satisfied with the outcome. 

Holland: Ideally, as a manager, you would like the trade to work out for 
both sides. It’s harder when you’re trading futures because you never 
know how it’s going to work out in the end. At the time, we were in a 
pickle. I could have held Pav to the contract. I could have forced him to 
honor the contract. But he’d been a great Red Wing for so many years. 
He helped us win the Cup in 2002. He helped us win the Cup in 2008. 
When Fedorov left and Yzerman retired and all those guys left, from 
about 2005, coming out of the work stoppage, until 2015, for close to a 
decade, it was Nick Lidstrom on the back end and Zetterberg and 
Datsyuk that carried the torch up front. Pav’s 36 and wants to go home. 

I just felt he’d given a lot to the Red Wings and we’d had an incredible 
run while he was there. I wanted to work with him. I kinda looked at it as 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 13, 2023 

 

Detroit got a second-round pick to drop four slots in the draft, and they 
got a guy they had high on their list. They got to use Datsyuk’s cap space 
to get to the floor. I got Datsyuk’s cap space off our books. In the end, it 
was probably a win-win for both teams. 
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Weekend NHL rankings: Are the Oilers emerging as Western Conference 
favorites? 

 

Sean McIndoe 
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Saturday was fun, right? Fourteen games, running all day long, with a 
nice mix of matchups and reasonably staggered starting times. Mix in a 
handful of afternoon games yesterday before the NHL cleared out for the 
Super Bowl, and it all added up to a good weekend to be a hockey fan. 

Let’s embrace the fun, by skipping the usual analysis and using our 
bonus five to relive some cool stuff that you may have missed if you were 
locked in on a football game. 

Top five cool things that happened over the weekend 

5. The Lightning beat the Stars in a Stanley Cup final rematch (and 
maybe preview) — In the best matchup of the weekend, Tampa got the 
regulation win, but Dallas carried most of the play. That makes this one 
of those games where you can draw whatever conclusion you were 
already predisposed to. 

4. The Flames flex on the Sabres — When Calgary spotted Buffalo an 
early 2-0 lead, it felt like we were headed towards another missed 
opportunity for a team that desperately needs points. Instead, they woke 
up during the first intermission and went 1989 mode the rest of the way, 
scoring seven unanswered goals to stay in the wild-card mix in the West. 
Meanwhile, the Sabres are fading fast. Who cursed you, Buffalo? Oh, 
right. 

3. Artemi Panarin goes wild — Panarin has had a weird year, starting off 
great and then kind of fading under the radar. For a while there, when 
you heard his name it was probably in a discussion about him being 
Patrick Kane bait. But on Saturday, he reminded us that he’s still one of 
the best offensive wingers in the game. 

2. That thing your team did — And you thought I never watched them. 

1. The Kings stomp the Penguins on Dustin Brown night — I’m a sucker 
for a jersey retirement, and Saturday was Brown’s turn in the spotlight. 
(There may also have been a statue involved, but I can’t discuss that as 
per that Kings fans restraining order.) Brown’s old team celebrated by 
absolutely rolling the Penguins, with Adrian Kempe recording a three-
goal period and a four-goal game. In a fun twist, both milestones were 
the first for a King since Brown himself. And as an added bonus, we even 
got to see Sidney Crosby get kicked out of a game for the first time in his 
career, in what I’m assuming was his own personal tribute to Brown. 

All in all, a very solid weekend. On to the rankings … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

If you missed it, the trade board was updated again over the weekend. 
Which stars should your team acquire? Spoiler alert: All of them. 

5. New Jersey Devils (34-13-5, +43 true goals differential*) — The Jack 
Hughes injury made for a tough week, although a prognosis of week-to-

week isn’t the end of the world when you’re already locked into a playoff 
spot. Does it add any pressure to get a deadline deal for someone like 
Timo Meier done early? Probably not, although the Devils still feel like 
the leader in that race. 

In other news, a familiar face has emerged as a favorite to buy the 
Washington Commanders. 

4. Dallas Stars (30-14-10, +42) — They lost a close one to the Lightning, 
and we won’t overreact to that given how it all played out. They do need 
to get the power play back on track, though. 

Something that we haven’t really mentioned much so far, but will have to 
start reckoning with soon: The disparity between the two conferences. 
This is the fourth straight week that the Stars are the only Western team 
in our top five, and on one level that doesn’t feel unreasonable. If 
anything, the standings say that it’s even more lopsided, with the six top 
teams in the league in terms of points percentage all being in the East. 
The West is just the weaker conference this year. 

But this ranking isn’t meant to mimic the standings. It’s supposed to be 
about who’s going to win the Stanley Cup, and until I get put in charge 
and fix the playoff format, that means the final is going to be one team 
from each conference. If the East is better, that just means that path is 
tougher. Doesn’t the second-best team in a weak conference have a 
better shot at the Cup than the fourth-best in a loaded one? Not 
according to our rankings, at least so far, but that can’t last forever. As 
we get closer to the finish line and start thinking about potential 
matchups, we’re going to have to start to see more balance between 
East and West. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning (34-16-2, +34) — They beat the Stars, have 
moved into second in the Atlantic, their first-round opponent is back to 
losing to last-place teams, and the Bruins are looking at least a little bit 
mortal lately. It all adds up to the highest ranking they’ve had yet this 
season. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (34-10-8, +32) — Did you know they have an 
outdoor game this week? Yeah, I was surprised too. Apparently, it’s on 
Saturday, at a college football stadium. Nobody knows who they’re 
playing, but there’s a week of events around the game and it will be a 
cool experience for local fans, which is the main point of these things 
now. 

1. Boston Bruins (39-8-5, +81) — Despite losses in four of five, the other 
rankings think that the Bruins are the only team that doesn’t need to do 
anything at the deadline. It’s hard to argue. Still, not needing a move 
doesn’t mean you can’t make one anyway, because the Stanley Cup 
sure seems to be sitting there for the taking for this team. I still think the 
Bruins take a big swing. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Edmonton Oilers — Is it time? 

With the Golden Knights looking extremely vulnerable, the Flames 
unable to get over the hump, and the Kings and Kraken chugging along 
as decent but flawed contenders, is it time to declare the Oilers the class 
of the Pacific and put them in the top five? 

My answer to the second half of the question is obviously no since you 
just read the list and Edmonton wasn’t on it. But it’s more of a “not yet”, 
and maybe even a “not yet, but soon”. And as for the Pacific, yes, I now 
think it’s the Oilers’ division to lose. 

A lot of that is based on their run before the break when they reeled off 
six straight wins to climb the standings. A week off can often serve as a 
reset for streaking teams, and the results over the weekend were mixed, 
with a win in Ottawa followed by yesterday’s lackluster loss in Montreal. 
But this is now looking far more like the team that rolled in the second 
half of last season, rather than the one that struggled through much of 
the first half of this one. Evander Kane is back, Jack Campbell has been 
better, and Jay Woodcroft is working some of that early-2022 magic that 
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made him a Jack Adams candidate over the summer. And as much as 
we tend to joke about this being a team of two superstars and a bunch of 
plugs, that’s just not the case, with Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Zach 
Hyman both well on their way to career years. 

The days of worrying about making the playoffs seem pretty definitively 
over. Now the question shifts to: How far can they go? They haven’t 
passed the Knights in the standings yet, but that’s only a matter of time, 
and the top seed in the West isn’t completely out of the picture. This is a 
team that won two rounds last year, remember, and things sure seem to 
be setting up even better this time around. And now, reports say they 
could be in deep on Erik Karlsson. Just take a minute to imagine 
Karlsson sending stretch passes to a streaking Connor McDavid and 
then figure out who’s going to stop them. 

Of course, it’s the Oilers. For decades now, whenever it seems like 
things are going well, there’s another twist around the corner. That could 
still be the case; this team looks good, but they certainly don’t look 
unstoppable. But for now, at least, they’re starting to emerge as Western 
favorites. And yeah, pretty soon we might have to see them in the top 
five. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

We had an ugly scene in Ottawa on Saturday as Anton Forsberg tore up 
both knees and is out indefinitely, likely for the season. That may snuff 
out any lingering hopes that the Senators could make a late push, and 
could also make them less likely to dangle Cam Talbot at the deadline. 

5. San Jose Sharks (17-26-11, -42) — So yeah, Karlsson to the Oilers. It 
makes a certain kind of sense for Edmonton, and as I’ve argued before, 
the Sharks should be looking at any opportunity to get out of the rest of 
that contract. Everyone still seems to think it’s unlikely, but it sure feels 
like we’ve moved out of impossible territory. 

4. Arizona Coyotes (17-28-8, -47) — They got everyone’s attention by 
scratching Jakob Chychrun on Saturday, and even coming right out and 
saying it was trade related. We didn’t get a deal, but it sounds like one is 
very close. Meanwhile, this piece from Marc Antoine has some 
interesting insight into what goes on behind the scenes during a tank. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (17-31-6, -88) — I’ll be nice and not mention 
yesterday’s game in Vegas. Instead, here are two interesting pieces that 
caught my eye for Ducks fans this week: Shayna on this summer’s crop 
of RFAs, which includes Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry, and Eric on a 
somewhat surprising potential destination for John Gibson. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (16-33-4, -69) — It finally happened: Kirill 
Marchenko got an assist. Congratulations to Blue Jackets fans and/or 
condolences on the dream being dead. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (16-30-5, -59) — The Rangers being 
(presumably) out on Patrick Kane is a big deal. He sure didn’t seem 
thrilled about it, suggesting that New York was one of his preferred 
destinations. We don’t know how long that list is — or whether it has any 
teams left on it. Even if we assume he’s still open to a move, the Hawks 
have lost one of their key bargaining partners, which could impact the 
final asking price. 

I get why Kyle Davidson has waited on making this move. It’s a big one 
that will take time to come together, Kane was hurt, he has to navigate a 
tricky no-move situation, and there are all sorts of history and nostalgia 
here to navigate. But it sure looks like the patient approach may have 
cost the Hawks one of the best cards in their hand. 

Not ranked: St. Louis Blues — So it’s officially over. Has been for weeks, 
maybe months if we’re being honest. But the Vladimir Tarasenko trade 
made it official; there won’t be any second-half miracles like we saw in 
2019. The Blues are tapping out, and it’s the right move. 

Cool. So now where does Ryan O’Reilly go? He’s the second of their two 
big pieces to move and could be the most valuable depending on how 

the market shakes out. So get on that, Doug Armstrong. No point in 
waiting. (Ignores the faint voice of James Duthie begging Armstrong to 
wait.) 

For what it’s worth, Pierre thinks he’ll hold off because there isn’t a no-
trade clause to worry about and there are strategic reasons to try to 
space big deals out. Fair enough. Russo reminds us not to rule out the 
possibility of an extension instead. That might make sense too, although 
it’s hard not to look at the standings and see the Blues as a team that 
could be one losing streak away from dropping past Montreal and 
Vancouver and maybe even getting into the bottom five lottery mix with 
the Sharks. How’s this year’s draft? I feel like I heard that it was good. 

So yeah, Armstrong still has at least one tough decision to make, and 
probably a few smaller ones along with it. But he got one big item off his 
to-do list this week and gave us all a blockbuster to chew on. 
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NHL factory? Harvard, in Beanpot final, has an NCAA-leading 15 draft 
picks 
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BRIGHTON, Mass. — In one way, the Harvard where Ted Donato works 
today is not that different from the Harvard the Catholic Memorial 
graduate attended as a freshman in 1987. A university that was founded 
in 1636 does not diminish in 36 years. 

“Harvard, in some ways, sells itself,” said Donato, the Crimson head 
coach since 2004. “It’s one of the best educational opportunities in the 
world.” 

In another way, Harvard has evolved under Donato’s watch. Colin 
Blackwell, Ryan Donato, Adam Fox, Alex Kerfoot, Alex Killorn, John 
Marino and Jimmy Vesey have proven that for Harvard players, on-ice 
employment can be just as realistic as Wall Street careers.  

NHL teams have noticed. 

On Monday, Harvard will face off against Northeastern in the Beanpot 
Tournament final at TD Garden. Fifteen of Harvard’s players are NHL 
draft picks. It is the most Donato has ever had on one roster. According 
to College Hockey Inc., no other NCAA program has more this season.  

It seems the university famous for pumping out global leaders and 
business titans may now be producing something new. 

Academics matter 

Assistant coach James Marcou, Harvard’s lead recruiter, has a type in 
mind when on the hunt for future Crimson. The most important trait is no 
surprise. 

“We look for high-IQ players, whether they’re big or small, playing their 
game,” Marcou said on Sunday following Harvard’s final pre-Beanpot 
tuneup at the Bright-Landry Hockey Center. “Whatever they do well is 
what we look for to translate to Harvard. The school requirements make it 
challenging at times. Finding the kids, then diving in to their work habits 
— can they do both things at a high level? — helps when we find out kids 
are committed to school as much as they are to hockey.” 

This season, the program’s insistence on hockey sense has produced a 
17-6-1 record. The Crimson beat Boston College in overtime in the 
Beanpot’s first round, 4-3. They are coming off a 6-3 win over Dartmouth.  
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Junior Sean Farrell, Montreal’s fourth-round pick in 2020 and No. 2 in the 
Canadiens’ prospect rankings, leads the team with 14 goals and 27 
assists in 24 games. The high-paced Crimson are averaging 3.73 goals 
per game, No. 8 in the NCAA. 

Off the ice, Marcou has no choice but to target strong students. 
According to the university, Harvard accepted 1,984 of 61,221 applicants 
for 2022-23. Its 3.2 percent acceptance rate would be lower if Harvard’s 
reputation did not discourage more prospective students from submitting 
applications. 

In theory, this applies to hockey hopefuls as well. Bruins defenseman 
Derek Forbort, who is from Duluth, Minn., attended North Dakota for 
three seasons before turning pro with the Kings. Forbort, an alum of the 
U.S. National Team Development Program (NTDP), was asked if 
Harvard was on his list of prospective colleges. 

“Was Harvard?” Forbort repeated with a shocked look on his face.  

After a slight pause, the defenseman responded. 

“No,” he said with a dismissive laugh. “I don’t think I had the grades to 
get into Harvard.” 

On top of that, Harvard only offers need-based financial aid. The school’s 
high academic threshold and absence of athletic scholarships reduce the 
Crimson’s potential player pool. 

“It’s nice to go watch some really talented players,” Marcou said. “But 
then we might have to cross out a good amount of them because of the 
academic criteria. That’s why it’s important to do the homework and 
figure out who’s taking school seriously. It’s challenging on that side of it, 
with academics and the financial aid piece, from a recruiting standpoint. 
Those are the biggest challenges. But the resources Harvard provides for 
them, it’s helping when they come here.” 

On one hand, it leaves Harvard short-handed against competing 
programs from schools with lower academic requirements that offer 
athletic scholarships.  

Bruins coach Jim Montgomery, formerly the coach at the University of 
Denver, recalled talking to several recruits who expressed interest in 
Harvard. Montgomery inferred their chances of becoming Pioneers were 
greater than that of matriculating at Harvard. 

“When we saw their transcript,” Montgomery recalled with a laugh, “‘You 
ain’t going to Harvard. You might want to come take a look at Denver.’” 

But for the player who shows classroom commitment, Harvard does not 
have many equals. 

“Having that idea of excellence, both on the ice and academics, was 
really appealing to me,” said senior Baker Shore, whose three hockey-
playing brothers attended Denver. 

Staying put 

Seniors, especially those who are NHL picks, are not common in college 
hockey. Players and teams are usually eager to accelerate professional 
entry. 

Consider that Matt Boldy (Boston College), Cole Caufield (Wisconsin), 
Cam York (Michigan) and Spencer Knight (BC), all 2001-born players 
who starred at the NTDP, turned pro after two years of college hockey. 
Trevor Zegras (Boston University) and Alex Turcotte (Wisconsin) were 
one-and-done collegians. 

Meanwhile, Henry Thrun, a fellow 2001-born NTDP alum, is one of 
Harvard’s senior captains. The Southborough native, selected by 
Anaheim in the fourth round in 2019, is expected to play against 
Northeastern after missing the Dartmouth game because of an injury. 
Thrun is No. 5 in the Ducks’ prospect rankings. 

In 2020-21, Thrun and his other Harvard teammates faced a choice. The 
Ivy League wiped out the entire season for Harvard and its other member 
schools because of COVID-19 concerns. Jack Drury (Carolina), Jack 

Rathbone (Vancouver) and Reilly Walsh (New Jersey) decided to turn 
pro. At the same time, Matty Beniers, from Hingham, Mass., who had 
originally committed to Harvard for 2020-21, went to Michigan instead. 

The appeal of a Harvard diploma, among other things, can convince 
players to stay on campus who might otherwise depart early. Thrun is 
one of Harvard’s four NHL-selected seniors. John Farinacci (Arizona), 
Mitchell Gibson (Washington) and Austin Wong (Winnipeg) are the 
others. 

“You come to Harvard to graduate,” Marcou said. “That’s the biggest 
thing. The closer these guys can get to graduating, whether it’s taking a 
summer course or understanding the value of the degree, it plays into the 
culture. We have guys like Adam Fox who graduated while he was 
playing for the Rangers. Donato and Kerfoot came back, graduated, and 
help set the culture of ‘We graduate here.’ Whether it’s guys taking an 
extra year, they’re all pretty thankful they do as much progress toward 
their degree as possible while they’re here. It’s a little difficult to come 
back and finish your degree. But the culture of guys wanting to graduate 
helps move that along.” 

Fox serves as a flagship example for Marcou’s point. The Rangers 
defenseman could be on his way to his second Norris Trophy in four NHL 
seasons. Will anyone from the current crop of Crimson players translate 
to the NHL like that? One of The Athletic’s prospects gurus, Corey 
Pronman gave his assessment of the top three: 

Matthew Coronato (Calgary): “He is a forward with a lot of NHL traits: a 
strong skater with legit skill, offensive IQ and finishing ability. He also has 
an excellent motor and doesn’t shy away from going to the net. Size is 
his only issue, but everything else points to an NHL career.” 

Sean Farrell (Montreal): “Farrell is also an intelligent two-way 
defenseman whose skating is quite strong and who gives a strong effort 
consistently. He’s quite undersized, but he showed he can play well 
against men with Team USA. He’s a player who is trending up.” 

Ian Moore (Anaheim): “He’s a strong skating defenseman with size. The 
rest of his game doesn’t stand out, but he projects to have first-pass 
offense with solid defense and has a real chance to play games because 
of his athletic toolkit.” 

More NHL prospects are coming. According to College Hockey Inc., the 
2023-24 Crimson will have three freshmen who have been drafted by 
NHL teams: Michael Callow (Anaheim), Ben MacDonald (Seattle) and 
Matthew Morden (Arizona).  

They will join a cohort that is trying to thread multiple challenging 
needles: making the NHL and graduating from Harvard. It can be 
overwhelming. Sophomore Alex Gaffney, for example, is a classics 
major. Gaffney’s classes include ancient Greek, modern Greek and 
ancient Rome. Gaffney explained that while ancient and modern Greek 
alphabets are the same, verbs and conjugations differ. 

“The overall message is that good people will make good Harvard 
hockey players,” coach Donato said. “How we perform in the classroom, 
how we act on campus, how we interact with people around the rink — 
all that kind of stuff is helpful, not only to us winning, but to the legacy of 
the program. That’s something our guys take a lot of pride in — the idea 
of leaving the jersey and the program in a better place than when they 
arrived.” 
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What I’m hearing about Oilers’ interest in trading for Sharks’ Erik 
Karlsson 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman 
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The Oilers’ reported interest in high-profile defenceman Erik Karlsson 
sure is tantalizing, but questions about financial obstacles and structural 
fits remain in abundance. 

Insider Chris Johnston reported Saturday that the Oilers and Sharks 
have resumed conversations about a possible Karlsson trade after initial 
discussions occurred earlier this season. 

Based on what I’d heard earlier in the week about the team’s general 
trade outlook, the Oilers acquiring Karlsson would be very surprising 
because of the veteran blueliner’s whopper of a contract and Edmonton’s 
major cap constraints. 

After Johnston’s report, I checked in with a team source. Here’s what I 
heard back: “I mean, it’s possible. But remarkably unlikely.” 

I’m going to imagine Oilers fans reacting to this quote by pouting — and 
then getting that Lloyd Christmas-type optimism after being all but flat-out 
rejected by Mary (Samsonite) Swanson in “Dumb and Dumber.” 

Because the slimmest chances remain that Karlsson will be an Oiler 
before the March 3 trade deadline, it’s best to start analyzing the 
situation. 

Why does EK65 make sense for the Oilers? Why doesn’t he? What 
would a trade look like? Let’s dive in. 

The pros 

Karlsson has been elite on a terrible Sharks team this season. He’s not 
only enjoying a renaissance campaign at age 32, but he’s doing so in 
jaw-dropping fashion. 

Karlsson has 17 goals and 70 points in 53 games. Those are remarkable 
offensive numbers. 

No NHL defenceman has recorded 100 points in a season since Brian 
Leetch did so for the Rangers in 1991-92. Karlsson is on pace for 108 
points. Just think of what he could do with the Oilers — one of the 
league’s top offensive teams. The thought of Karlsson hitting Connor 
McDavid with a pass at full stride is already striking fear in fellow Western 
Conference teams. 

The Oilers power play is historically good with the offensively inclined 
Tyson Barrie usually facilitating things from the blue line. With due 
respect to Barrie, Karlsson is clearly at another level. 

Though there may be some kinks to work out, a power play of Karlsson, 
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Zach Hyman or 
Evander Kane would almost certainly be otherworldly. 

As GM Ken Holland mentioned in his interview with The Athletic this 
week, he’s in the market of upgrading spots on the roster rather than 
adding to it. Well, Karlsson would be an upgrade over Barrie. 

The right side of Edmonton’s defence has had its warts, and Karlsson 
would probably help augment it. 

The cons 

Notice the word “probably” in the previous sentence. 

As noted, the Oilers are one of the best offensive teams in the NHL. In 
fact, no other team has scored more than the 199 goals they’ve netted. 

Though the power play has been a massive factor in their success, the 
Oilers still are ninth in goals for per 60 minutes at five-on-five, according 
to Natural Stat Trick. 

Offence isn’t the issue in Edmonton; defence is — and that’s not a 
strength of Karlsson’s. 

Now, maybe Karlsson gets a boost from playing on a much better team 
than the one he’s currently on. But is that a worthy gamble? 

The Oilers are 18th in goals against per 60 minutes at five-on-five, per 
Natural Stat Trick. That’s the area they feel like they need to improve 
down the stretch to have success in the playoffs. 

Karlsson isn’t likely to help much here. There’s no point even mentioning 
the penalty kill because Karlsson would get little or no time on the PK if 
he ever became an Oiler. 

And now it’s time to note that gargantuan contract. 

Karlsson has an $11.5 million cap hit and has four more years left after 
this one. That’s a long, long time for someone who’s 32 and with a 
history of serious injuries — even with money retained in any deal. 

How might a trade work? 

Let’s get the obvious out of the way: the Oilers wouldn’t be taking on all 
of Karlsson’s contract. 

That might sound ominous to state so unequivocally considering the 
Oilers were on the hook for Duncan Keith’s full $5.5 million cap hit after 
completing a July 2021 trade despite having the leverage. But this is 
different. Karlsson’s hit is more than double what Keith’s was. There’s 
zero chance the Oilers pay full freight here. 

Trading teams are allowed to retain up to 50 percent of a player’s 
contract for its duration. That would cut Karlsson’s cap hit down to $5.75 
million. That still seems like a big amount for the Oilers, for this season 
and the next four years. 

Edmonton has been in LTIR all season and will have to trade a player or 
place two forwards on waivers just to activate Kailer Yamamoto. They 
don’t have many movable contracts on the roster, either. Plus, according 
to PuckPedia, the Oilers have roughly $9 million in cap space for 2023-
24 with 16 players under contract and pending RFAs Evan Bouchard, 
Ryan McLeod and Klim Kostin needing to be addressed. 

A third team could be worked in to take on as much as $2.875 million 
against the cap annually. However, that would be a huge pill for another 
team to swallow — and it would probably cost the Oilers and/or Sharks 
dearly to loop them in. 

This is all in the best-case scenario, too. 

Daily Faceoff’s Frank Seravalli reported last month that the Sharks were 
willing to retain only 18 percent of Karlsson’s contract. That’s $2.07 
million, leaving $9.43 million on the books for the acquiring team (and 
maybe a bit for a third franchise). That’s Darnell Nurse money. 

Perhaps the Sharks have changed their tune and are willing to retain 
more money. Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman reported on “Hockey Night in 
Canada” that the Oilers could fit Karlsson in at between $6.5 million and 
$7 million against the cap. They’d have to get creative for even that to 
work. 

Regardless of how much the Oilers would be on the hook for, Barrie 
would almost certainly have to be sent to the Sharks. Barrie has another 
year on his $4.5 million AAV contract. Plus, he and Karlsson have very 
similar skill sets and both shoot right. 

Because the Oilers are in a cap position that Holland calls “dollar in, 
dollar out,” jettisoning Barrie alone likely isn’t enough if Karlsson’s cap hit 
was only halved to $5.75 million. The Oilers would probably need to 
move another player making roughly $1 million. They’d need to shed 
more salary if they were responsible for more of Karlsson’s hit. 

All that is to say nothing of the acquisition cost of Karlsson. 

Seravalli also reported the Sharks were seeking three first-round picks. 
One would think the asking price would have to be dropped considerably 
because Holland doesn’t give out first-rounders like candy. As for Barrie, 
he’s been a helpful piece to the Oilers this season — there are some in 
the organization who believe he’s been their best defenceman — but 
he’d mean little more to the Sharks than a way to make the money even 
out. 
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Considering the Sharks have reportedly asked for three first-round picks, 
they’re clearly seeking high-end future assets — and several of them. 

It’s hard to blame them for wanting to cash in on one of Norris Trophy 
favourites, a player who’s already won that award twice and been a four-
time first-team all-star. 

It’s a hard sell for the Oilers at this very moment even though there are 
ways to rationalize it. 

“Wait a minute … what’s all that one-in-a-million talk?” 

The words of Lloyd Christmas linger, though. They will until Mary’s 
husband — in this case, another team — shows up to whisk Karlsson 
away. 

That seems more likely than not. But as long as there’s a chance, the 
Oilers still have one. 
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Senators’ Anton Forsberg likely out for season after tearing MCLs in both 
knees 

 

The Athletic Staff, Ian Mendes 

3-4 minutes 12/02/2023 

 

Senators goaltender Anton Forsberg’s 2022-23 season is likely over after 
he sustained MCL tears in both knees Saturday, Ottawa general 
manager Pierre Dorion said Sunday. Here’s what you need to know: 

Forsberg left the ice on a stretcher after suffering the injuries in the third 
period of Ottawa’s 6-3 loss to the Edmonton Oilers. 

The 30-year-old had an 11-11-2 record in net this season, posting a .902 
save percentage. 

The Senators have already been without goaltender Cam Talbot, who 
sustained a lower-body injury on Jan. 25. 

Rookie defenseman Jake Sanderson will miss 10 to 14 days because of 
an upper-body injury. 

Backstory 

Forsberg is in the first season of a three-year, $8.25 million extension he 
signed with Ottawa last March. He was coming off his best season in the 
NHL, starting 44 games last year and posting a 22-17-4 record with a 
.917 save percentage. 

This season, Forsberg and Talbot have combined to start 50 of the 
Senators’ 51 games. 

Mads Sogaard replaced Forsberg on Saturday. The 22-year-old has two 
career starts, both coming last season. Ottawa recalled goaltender Kevin 
Mandolese from the AHL’s Belleville Senators on Sunday. 

Sanderson, the No. 5 pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, has appeared in every 
game this season, recording three goals and 18 assists. 

How Forsberg’s absence impacts Ottawa 

This is a crushing blow to a Senators team that is barely hanging onto 
the outer edges of the playoff race in the Eastern Conference. Prior to 
Ottawa’s extended break, Forsberg had won four consecutive games and 
helped fuel a winning streak for the Senators. 

But Forsberg’s injury this weekend is only magnified by the fact that 
Talbot is still out of action for the Senators. The veteran netminder 
suffered his own lower-body injury last month and is still probably two 
weeks away from returning to the crease. — Mendes 

Who steps up? 

The Senators will now have to turn to their AHL goaltending duo, who 
come into action with a grand total of two combined NHL starts between 
them. Mads Sogaard will get the nod Monday against the Calgary 
Flames, while Kevin Mandolese will serve as the backup. Sogaard made 
two starts for the Senators down the stretch last season, while 
Mandolese has only ever served as a backup in the NHL. Both goalies 
have been plagued by injuries this season as well. 

The 22-year-old Sogaard has appeared in 21 games for Belleville, 
posting a 6-9-2 record with a .898 save percentage. Mandolese, who is 
also 22, has gone 4-7-2 with a .879 save percentage in his 13 AHL 
appearances this season. — Mendes 
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O’Connor: Why Flyers’ evaluation of Tony DeAngelo’s defensive game is 
proving to be another costly mistake 

 

Charlie O'Connor 

10-12 minutes 11/02/2023 

 

There’s a moment in the 2022 Netflix documentary “Trainwreck” — which 
tells the story of the ill-fated music festival Woodstock ’99 — when Fred 
Durst, lead singer of the rowdy nu-metal band Limp Bizkit, is blamed by 
Woodstock’s promoters for what happened during and in the wake of 
their set during the weekend’s second night. 

It’s likely true that Durst’s antics did rile people up, leading to the 
destruction of a sound tower in the middle of the crowd. But one of the 
stage security officers from two decades ago responded with a salient, 
convincing counterargument to their assignment of blame. 

“I don’t think you can blame Limp Bizkit for being Limp Bizkit,” he said. 
“It’s like blaming a bear for being a bear. Limp Bizkit is what it is.” 

Basically, the festival promoters could have predicted what effect the 
band might have on an already-raucous crowd. They got exactly the 
chaos they should have expected had they done their homework on the 
band’s very nature. 

Which brings us to Flyers defenseman Tony DeAngelo. 

Coming out of the All-Star break, DeAngelo’s days in Philadelphia’s top 
four on defense came to an end. The dream of a first pair featuring 
DeAngelo and Ivan Provorov ended months ago, but coaches still clung 
to the possibility of DeAngelo clicking with Travis Sanheim. No more. 
Rasmus Ristolainen jumped up with Sanheim on the second pair, and 
DeAngelo skated with Nick Seeler in bottom-pair duties on Monday and 
Thursday. 

Why? DeAngelo’s defensive weaknesses. 

“He’s a really good offensive player,” John Tortorella said. “It is our job as 
a coaching staff to try to help him become better defensively. We need 
him to become better defensively, without hampering one of the biggest 
strengths he has for us: getting us out of our end zone, just some plays 
that people wouldn’t even try that he succeeds out there.” 
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Tortorella isn’t kidding that DeAngelo needs to be better defensively. Out 
of all NHL defensemen with at least 200 minutes played at even strength 
this season, DeAngelo ranks third-worst in the league in terms of impact 
on his team’s ability to prevent expected goals, ahead of only John 
Klingberg and Ian Mitchell. Only six blueliners have been on the ice for 
more high-danger chances against per 60 minutes. By all public 
statistical models and measures, DeAngelo has been one of the worst 
defensemen in the NHL this season. 

So pushing him down to the third pair makes perfect sense. Tortorella’s 
lineup decision isn’t the problem here. 

The problem is it shouldn’t come as a surprise that DeAngelo isn’t good 
at defense. Yet apparently, it did. 

“We know what Tony is. I’m a little bit — not disappointed — but the 
defensive liability is something we need to work at,” Tortorella said 
Thursday. “I didn’t think the amount of work that we need to do with him 
… I didn’t think that at the point in time that we got him. But it is what it 
is.” 

Tortorella’s surprise makes sense when read in tandem with general 
manager Chuck Fletcher’s comments regarding DeAngelo on the day the 
Flyers traded for him. 

“The defensive side, we believe Tony’s improved that part of the game,” 
Fletcher said. 

But that was always a fantasy, at least per Evolving-Hockey’s RAPM 
model, which isolates a player’s impact on his team’s chance creation 
(offense) and chance suppression (defense). The model showcases two 
things: DeAngelo has always graded out among the league’s worst 
blueliners at defense, and there were no measurable signs of 
improvement heading into 2022-23. 

So why did they think that he had? What did they miss that the RAPM 
model — which does its best to account for all outside factors that 
contribute to a player’s success or failure, such as competition and 
teammate quality — was able to catch? 

Tortorella all but confirmed the answer to that, too. 

“Last team he played for — Carolina — I think they could absorb some of 
that with their roster as far as maybe some of his deficiencies 
defensively. It kind of sticks out more with us,” he said. 

Carolina has long been one of the league’s best puck possession teams. 
This season, the Hurricanes have been the best even strength defensive 
team in the NHL, holding opponents to 2.12 expected goals per 60 
minutes. Of course, they would be able to provide more defensive 
support to DeAngelo than a club basically relearning how to play defense 
the right (read: the Torts) way after the debacle that was 2021-22. 

And there’s another reason: Jaccob Slavin. 

In Carolina, DeAngelo thrived on the top pair with Slavin, posting a 60.33 
percent expected goal share and helping the Hurricanes to a 42-21 
advantage in goals. His success in that role was a key trade justification 
Fletcher cited in July, especially given the likely continued absence of 
Ryan Ellis from the Flyers’ lineup. 

“I mean, you look at Tony, he played with Slavin last year, a lot of the 
year,” Fletcher said. “He’s a guy that has played 19-20 minutes on a fairly 
regular basis.” 

But Fletcher took the wrong lesson. His takeaway was that DeAngelo 
was fully capable of taking on top-four minutes, if not top-pair minutes, 
like he did in Carolina. His takeaway should have been that Slavin is a 
really, really good defenseman who carried DeAngelo, particularly in his 
own zone. 

The numbers back that up. Last season, Slavin ranked in the 95th 
percentile in xG defensive impact among blueliners; this season, he’s in 
the 94th percentile. Carolina has the quintessential modern-day 
shutdown defenseman. 

The Flyers don’t. 

Carolina understood this. After a year of watching DeAngelo closer than 
anyone, the Hurricanes deemed his value to be that of a sub-$4 million 
defenseman, but were willing to slightly exceed $4 million because their 
coaches liked him so much. They determined he wasn’t worth his $5 
million AAV contract demand, though, so they let the pending restricted 
free agent check if any other clubs felt he was worth that price. The 
Flyers obliged. 

Shockingly, the front office that constructed a team with the NHL’s third-
best record was right, and the one that built the fourth-worst was wrong. 

Carolina believed — absent a partner of Slavin’s quality — he was best 
served as a bottom-half-of-the-lineup blueliner at even strength who 
could provide serious power play utility. Fletcher and the Flyers, on the 
other hand, completely misunderstood his value, with Tortorella’s 
comments this week serving as evidence of their summer delusion. 

Sure, they knew DeAngelo wasn’t a defensive stud. Fletcher at least 
acknowledged that in July. 

“We’re not expecting him to come in and be an elite defender. We 
wanted to get him so we don’t have to defend as much,” he said. 

But even that comment deserves further examination. Yes, teams create 
lots of offense with DeAngelo on the ice. They also give up a ton, too. 
Since 2019-20, he ranks first in the NHL among defensemen (with at 
least 2,000 minutes played at five-on-five) in combined on-ice expected 
goals per 60 minutes — adding together the xG created by his team with 
the player on the ice, and xG created by the other team as well. He’s 
right near the top in combined actual goals/60 (10th) and even combined 
shot attempts (fifth) as well. DeAngelo has long been the definition of a 
high-event player; not one who helps his team to spend 60 percent of the 
time in the attacking half of the ice but is prone to the occasional 
defensive lapse during the other 40 percent. 

There are two ways a team can survive and even thrive with DeAngelo 
on the ice at five-on-five given his style of play and 
strengths/weaknesses. Option A is to put him with Slavin, or a player of 
his caliber and style. (Provorov isn’t Slavin.) Option B is to use him in his 
current role, as a sheltered third pair defenseman getting top PP minutes. 
The problem? That guy isn’t worth $5 million per year, and certainly isn’t 
a viable first choice answer to the “how do we replace Ryan Ellis?” 
question. 

And it’s not like that was impossible to predict in July when DeAngelo 
was acquired. From our breakdown of the trade in its immediate 
aftermath: 

“DeAngelo is probably best served as a sheltered No. 4/5 defenseman 
on an NHL depth chart who can thrive on the power play. That’s more or 
less how Carolina viewed him during contract negotiations, pegging him 
more as a mid-$3 million cap hit player. Instead, the Flyers are likely to 
give him around $5 million per year, which either makes him an overpaid 
third-pair defenseman, or an Ellis replacement on the top pair (assuming 
they keep Sanheim and Ristolainen together) with serious defensive 
issues. 

“Yes, DeAngelo did spend a significant amount of time next to Jaccob 
Slavin on the Hurricanes’ top pair in 2021-22, and that pair thrived, even 
if head coach Rod Brind’Amour did his best to still shelter DeAngelo 
when possible. But Provorov isn’t Slavin, particularly defensively. Giving 
DeAngelo top pair minutes seems like a serious risk, especially with 
Ristolainen right behind him on the depth chart. It’s just not an ideally 
structured blue line group.” 

If anyone in the Flyers’ organization is surprised by DeAngelo basically 
being exactly who he has always been and was most likely to remain, 
they only have themselves to blame. 

After all, none of this is really DeAngelo’s fault. He’s scored points, 
leading all Philadelphia blueliners with 31 in 48 games. Tortorella has 
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regularly praised him for his dynamic offensive ability, and he did so 
repeatedly Thursday even while pointing out his defensive flaws. 

The bear has remained a bear. 

It’s not his fault that the Flyers’ front office watched him play next to 
Slavin for a year on a puck-possession monster of a club and thought he 
could potentially be the 1RD replacement for Ellis, and paid him 
accordingly to come back to his hometown team to try to do it. That’s on 
the general manager, assistants and pro scouts who believed he was 
better than he was, and apparently did not prepare the coaching staff for 
just how much work DeAngelo would need to do in order to even be 
competent defensively. 

DeAngelo, as Tortorella acknowledged this week, is what he is. And the 
decision to acquire him in the first place — and pay him like a far better 
player than he actually is — stands as yet another total misevaluation 
from the Philadelphia front office. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Win over Oilers helps Canadiens continue to build identity, 
style of play 

 

Eric Engels | @EricEngels 

February 12, 2023, 5:43 PM 

 

MONTREAL — Raise your hand if you had the Montreal Canadiens 
scoring a touchdown in a win over the Edmonton Oilers on Super Bowl 
Sunday. 

And while we’re on the subject of prop bets that would’ve made you a 
millionaire, if you had wagered on this depleted edition of the Canadiens 
becoming the sixth team this season to hold Connor McDavid without a 
point…well, good for you. 

If you parlayed it with Alex Belzile scoring the first goal of his NHL career 
at age 31, even better. 

There was a common thread weaving all three of those things together in 
this 6-2 win for the Canadiens, and it was the way their defence played 
all over the ice. 

It was as stingy as can be at one end despite losing Arber Xhekaj 
halfway through the game, after he appeared to suffer a right shoulder 
injury in his fight with Vincent Desharnais, and it was as offensively 
implicated as we’ve seen it be all season. 

That’s a layer of play the Canadiens were working on during their first 
two practices out of the bye week and a layer successfully added in 
Saturday’s 4-3 win over the Islanders. 

It carried over to Sunday’s win, and we call that progress. 

“We have a style that we want to play, we have a brand that we’re trying 
to build, and you can’t come in and give them the manual of this is how 
we’re going to play tomorrow,” said Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis. “It 
takes time to build, and we’ve taken a course of action here of probably 
building from the back, defensive, and all the way to now we’re starting to 
bring in some detailed concepts offensively and it shows.” 

It did on Belzile’s game-opening goal in the first period, which was scored 
after Johnathan Kovacevic and Jordan Harris helped hem the Oilers in, 
and it did on almost all the others the Canadiens scored over the 
weekend. 

Harris had two in this game because he was sharp in his own end and 
highly active up ice. After notching an assist and the game-winning goal 
against the Islanders on Saturday, defenceman Mike Matheson took the 
shot that Rafael Harvey-Pinard tipped in for his sixth goal in his ninth 
game since being recalled from Laval. And Kovacevic, Xhekaj and David 
Savard were all stalwart and also contributed to the offensive zone 
pressure we saw from the Canadiens. 

When you consider how many key Canadiens players are currently 
sidelined by injury, you can't discount how critical a factor this was in the 
team scoring as often as it did this weekend. 

It’s something that needs to continue for the Canadiens to develop into a 
team expected to score at the level needed to be successful in today’s 
NHL. 

“We’re trying to use everyone in the o-zone,” said Jake Allen, who was 
named the game’s first star after making 30 saves, including a couple of 
highlight ones on McDavid. “That’s where good teams create offence. 
You can’t just rely on two, three guys cycling the puck, creating chances. 
You’ve gotta be able to use your d-men, use your point-men, create 
space in high ice, and I think we’ve gotta be able to utilize those guys 
more. I think a lot of times you see good teams create space above the 
top of the circles, using their dmen, using picks, and dmen are driving 
down to the side of the net.” 

You can’t do it unless everyone is connected. 

But the Canadiens have appeared to be very much on the same page 
since returning from their 10-day break, and the way their defence played 
is a huge part of that. 

“We weren’t easy to play against today and our defencemen were surely 
excellent,” said St. Louis. “We had to adjust a bit playing as five, but they 
were a huge part of our success. We were really connected as a team 
with our passes, our poise while under pressure. We were really in 
control, and it started with our defencemen.” 

The Canadiens’ forwards enabled that. 

“Our forwards are applying backpressure, which helps the D to maybe 
get more involved in the play,” said Belzile, who rode ECHL and AHL 
buses for years before enjoying his moment of glory on Sunday. “And 
these days, we’re playing as a team, we’re on the same page, we listen 
to each other, and I think that helps a lot.” 

As does achieving the results the Canadiens did this weekend. 

The wins might not be good for draft positioning down the road, but they 
are fundamental to the identity and style of play the Canadiens are trying 
to establish. 

When the team comes together to keep McDavid off the sheet, that 
helps. When it finds offensive cohesion at the same time, that’s even 
better. 

But nothing beats doing it all in a win. 

“As a coach, you’re always trying to convince your players to play a 
certain way,” said St. Louis, “but games like today’s help us a lot to 
convince them.” 

The Oilers playing it as pitifully as they did was certainly a factor, but that 
takes nothing away from how the Canadiens played. 

They pulled off a few shockers and grew a bit from how they did it on 
Sunday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Simply outplayed, Oilers' hot streak finally comes to an 
end in Montreal 

 

Mark Spector | @sportsnetspec 

February 12, 2023, 4:36 PM 

 

NHL Highlights: Canadiens 6, Oilers 2 

Jordan Harris had a pair of goals while Jake Allen made 29 saves as the 
Montreal Canadiens beat the Edmonton Oilers 6-2, snapping Edmonton's 
11 game point streak. 

For two of their past three games, the Edmonton Oilers have looked very 
much like that team nearing the end of a winning streak, collecting points 
we’re not so sure they always deserved.  

On Super Bowl Sunday they became that team, watching a near-perfect 
9-0-2 run become blemished with its first regulation loss in more than a 
month — since Jan. 9 in Los Angeles — with a 6-2 loss at Montreal.  

The loss caps a 2-1-1 Edmonton road trip on which the team was 
outplayed in three of four games, the tell-tale sign of a hot streak that is 
burning to a flicker.  

“To a man,” declared head coach Jay Woodcroft, “all of us weren't good 
enough today.”  

Hey, it happens. You don’t get to win every night, even if the Oilers had a 
chance to temporarily jump into the Pacific Division lead with a win, while 
the Canadiens are the second-last team in the Eastern Conference.  

Edmonton didn’t have a shot on net until the 9:49 mark of the opening 
period, and by then the score was already 1-0 Montreal in a game the 
Habs would never trail. When it was over — and Jordan Harris had the 
first two-goal game of his NHL career — Connor McDavid’s 15-game 
points streak had come to an end.  

Now, McDavid only has points in 32 of the Oilers’ 34 road games this 
season. What a bum...  

“It was a 12:30 start. We didn't start at 12:30,” said defenceman Vincent 
Desharnais, who tried his best to ignite the Oilers when he took on the 
tough Arber Xhekaj in a second-period scrap. “They were ready. They 
were in our faces. They blocked shots. We didn't.  

“They just played better,” he evaluated. “We don't have any excuses.”  

The biggest difference in this one may have been found between the 
pipes, where Jake Allen was first-star material for Montreal. He stopped 
30 shots — many of them Grade A variety — and helped the Habs 
penalty kill survive a 1:30 five-on-three while going five-for-six on the day.  

A lesser goalie would have been embroiled in a 6-5, firewagon affair. But 
Allen simply would not allow the Oilers producers to produce, making a 
handful of highlight reel saves and limiting Edmonton’s four 60-point 
players — McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Zach Hyman and Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins — to just a goal and an assist.  

Together, that foursome went minus-9 on the day, with Nugent-Hopkins 
posting the only even game.  

“I didn't love our game the entire game,” said Woodcroft, whose penalty 
killers had a rare off night. “Our penalty kill has been a real strength here 
over these last six weeks or so. We just weren't as detailed as we 
normally are on it.”  

In Edmonton’s net, Stuart Skinner has been better, though it would have 
taken a Herculean night to retrieve any points from this one. In a game 
that stood at 4-2 for Montreal after 40 minutes, the Canadiens scored on 
two of their three third-period shots, snuffing any dreams of an Oilers 
comeback.  

Let’s face it: After games in Philadelphia and Detroit that yielded points 
despite the Oilers being outplayed for much of the night, that deficit finally 
caught up with them in Montreal.  

And it’s too bad for Desharnais, the Laval, Que., native who was playing 
his first NHL game at the Bell Centre in front of a big group of family and 
friends. He had a nice scrap and was even on the night, but left with a 
sour taste in his mouth.  

“I have a lot of friends and family here. But I came here for two points.”  
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs ‘feel the love’ at outdoor practice, dream of 
bigger party at City Hall 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

February 12, 2023, 2:54 PM 

 

TORONTO – Nathan Phillips Square is buzzing like Mitchell Marner in 
the offensive zone. 

The sunshine is cranked to 11 as thousands of believers in Maple Leafs 
sweaters gather at City Hall on Super Bowl Sunday to holler for 
autographs and clamour for photographs of the local hockey heroes. 

So bright, Marner has gotta wear shades. 

“Well, it’s straight-up his style,” linemate John Tavares smiles. “The glare 
was heavy. So, he made the right play — which is not surprising.” 

From the swarms and the enthusiasm, a newcomer to the mecca 
wouldn’t have a clue that the source of all these smiles is the same 
organization that blew a good lead to a bad team mere hours ago. The 
same club whose most recent playoff-round-winning campaign began 
with Mel Lastman as mayor. 

We’re talking six long terms ago. 

So what if today’s Maple Leafs' core hasn’t gotten the job done in six 
straight postseasons? 

On an afternoon as upbeat and warm as this one, a local man can 
dream. 

Maybe, just maybe, all these fans and all these hockey players could 
meet up in this same public square four months from now to celebrate 
something much more meaningful than a community-connecting 3-on-3 
practice on outdoor ice. 

Plan the parade? Let’s not get hasty. 

But if you’re not fantasizing that all the heartache and pain and 
“Chychrun” doom-scrolling won’t one day lead to glory, then what’s the 
point of being a loyal sports fan in the first place? 

“Absolutely. You think about that all the time,” Tavares says. 

Eye black was smeared on the captain’s cheekbones as he spoke and 
squinted and imagined following the 2019 Raptors’ path to the corner of 
Queen and Bay. 

That’s why Tavares came home in the first place. Not just to hear Joe 
Bowen bellow “Johnny Torontoooo!” as he leads Team Ontario over 
Team Europe in a fun if frivolous 3-on-3 intrasquad tourney next to the 
Nathan Phillips’ illuminated TORONTO sign. 
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“Obviously, a lot of work ahead,” Tavares acknowledges. “But certainly, 
that’s what we’re working towards. No doubt, from time to time, those 
thoughts come across your mind.” 

As much as detail-obsessed head coach Sheldon Keefe preaches 
staying in the moment, he too admits that the vision of a citywide Stanley 
Cup party is what drives him. 

“Well, we think about that a lot,” Keefe says. 

But going out midday, riding the subway and playing for free and for fun 
in front of thousands of kids and parents and Leafs Nation lifers is a 
reminder that those representing the Blue and White aren’t skating in a 
bubble. 

Even if it might feel that way sometimes along the airplane-hotel-rink-
repeat grind. 

“When you’re out here and you see the people coming out like this, you 
can see how much they care. You’re playing for not just yourselves but 
Leafs Nation as well,” Keefe says. 

“Everything’s nicer the day after a win, but if you’re going to come in after 
a loss like last night, this is a good way to do it. Beautiful day. 
Unbelievable turnout. 

“You feel the love.” 

And you feel the potential for a downtown party, when the ice melts, that 
might outlast the arms on the giant clocktower. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wiebe's World: Amidst rebuild, Richardson focused on 
honing Blackhawks' identity 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorld 

February 12, 2023, 1:34 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - Luke Richardson knew this wasn’t going to be a quick fix, 
yet that didn’t deter him from attacking his first NHL head coaching job 
with vigour. 

When you’ve been behind a bench as an assistant coach at the NHL 
level for nearly a decade and sprinkled in four seasons as the head 
coach in the American Hockey League, it’s safe to say that going into a 
rebuild isn’t going to be viewed as an optimal situation for everyone. 

But after a conversation with Richardson prior to Saturday’s game with 
the Winnipeg Jets, it’s easy to see why the Chicago Blackhawks 
entrusted the longtime NHL defenceman with the task of trying to move 
the rebuilding process forward. 

Richardson is a bright, engaging guy, someone who clearly loves what 
he’s doing, even as the losses are piling up for a team that is currently 
31st in the NHL with a record of 16-30-5. 

Working to provide a foundation for a group with a strong prospect pool is 
right up Richardson’s alley and he’s encouraged by the steps that are 
being taken, even if he needs to look closer at incremental growth right 
now rather than just wins and losses in this results-oriented business. 

“Just be very transparent,” Richardson began. “A positive attitude from 
the coaching staff to the players and having that communication with 
players and building a good relationship with each player, knowing that 
there are 20 different personalities in there and you can’t get everything 
across the same one to one person. 

“So we’re creating a culture where we’re not afraid to ask (questions) and 
creating dialogue between players and coaches and that becomes 
dialogue between the player and the player, on the bench, in practice, we 
see that a lot. Instead of the D yelling at the forwards and the forwards 
yelling at the D, we’re creating more conversations than frustration. The 
communication level is No. 1 for me and then, the work ethic follows.” 

When you consider the way Richardson played during his nearly 1,500 
NHL games (including the regular season and playoffs), it’s not a 
surprise that he would value work ethic and communication. 

During the course of his career, Richardson forged a great relationship 
with the late Bryan Murray, first playing for him as a member of the 
Ottawa Senators and later as an assistant coach on his staff after he 
retired. 

He also valued the time he spent on the staff of the Montreal Canadiens, 
which included an impressive run to the Stanley Cup final in 2021 during 
the playoffs. 

The Canadiens knocked off the Toronto Maple Leafs in a riveting seven-
game series that saw them rally from a 3-1 series deficit, swept the Jets 
and eliminated the Vegas Golden Knights in six games before falling to 
the Tampa Bay Lightning in five games in the final. 

Richardson had already been generating interest as an NHL head coach, 
but his stock got a further boost when he was forced to run the bench for 
six playoff games after Dom Ducharme dealt with COVID-19. 

The magical run taught him a lot about the importance of leaning on 
players like captain Shea Weber, Corey Perry and goalie Carey Price. 

“We had a bunch of great veterans, so even when I took over for six 
games in the playoffs, I relied on those players a lot and so did Dom, all 
the way through the playoffs,” said Richardson. “Meetings with them 
every day, just making sure that guys were on track with the message 
and the game plan and that’s what happened. We had a game plan that 
they trusted that was built for our lineup and we just went out and 
consistently did it. If you have internal accountability and you have a 36 
or 37 year olds blocking shots and doing the right things and coming at 
you and looking you in the eye and saying you’ve got to do this, that’s a 
pretty stark feeling to have you go out and play better the next shift. So 
we counted on that and it worked for us. 

“A lot of people probably said it’s a one and done and they were lucky to 
get there. We weren’t lucky to get there, we had the horses to get there. 
We might have surprised people from our record in the regular season, 
but those veterans knew how to dig in when it was time to win - from 
playing in World Cups and Olympics and winning Stanley Cups - they 
dug in and the younger players followed. The coaches, we just gave 
them a good game plan and good information before every game and 
those guys helped out and did a lot of the pushing and teaching for us on 
the bench.” 

In working to build a foundation with the Blackhawks, Richardson has 
stressed the importance of devising a game plan that is catered to the 
roster rather than forcing a team to try and play in a structure that doesn’t 
fit their collective strengths. 

“Just like us asking the players to play with passion, but have patience in 
the game plan, coaches have to have patience as well,” said Richardson. 
“You’ve got to make sure that you’re organized and you’ve got to have a 
game plan that works and it’s simple for the style of players that you 
have. You can’t just pick a game plan where you think, this is the way we 
want to play and you don’t have the guys to do it. You’ve got to have 
some thought in there and realize what kind of athletes you have and 
how you’re going to have success and give them a proper game plan that 
they can - and then watch it grow again. 

“We’re trying to be even keeled on the bench and in practice and in our 
video meetings, we’re not flying off the handle and losing our patience 
with non-execution, we’re just reinforcing and demanding again that we 
need the execution. They appreciate that and they’ve taken to it this year, 
so we’ve seen the growth. The plan has gone really well for us this year. 
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It’s funny saying that when we’re close to last place or whatever, but we 
knew that coming in as an organization and they really made that clear to 
me, where the organization had to step back maybe before we stepped 
forward.” 

As losses piled up - including a stretch of just two wins in 20 games (2-
17-1) between November 17 and December 23 - Richardson worked 
hard to provide answers rather than just be critical of some of the issues 
that were plaguing the team at the time. 

“We want to try and figure out why we lost the game, we show them and 
we talk to them and we try and not over-burden them with all of the 
mistakes in a game. But we pick out the crucial ones that are at the 
wrong times, in the wrong areas, like the red zones and the blue lines, of 
turning pucks over,” said Richardson. “If we can get away from that and 
play a more consistent game, I think everybody feels like they’re a part of 
that game. They’re in a flow, they know where they’re going, they know 
what they’re doing, they’re not playing tired because they turned the puck 
over and we played a minute and a half in the D-zone, where everybody 
is frustrated. 

“We’ve gotten away from that lately, which is a good thing. It’s never 
clear from the start to the finish of the game, the other team is good too, 
so they’re going to create their things. But if we can limit them and make 
them work for it without giving them the puck, that’s where we’ve been 
preaching on, making it hard for the other team to create offence. And 
when we get the puck, be stingy and knowing how hard you worked for it, 
don’t give it back. We’re creating that (mentality).” 

Despite the challenges the Blackhawks are facing this season, 
Richardson is relishing the opportunity to run his own NHL bench and he 
sees brighter days on the horizon as the group works through the 
expected growing pains. 

“For me, I knew I was ready for this,” said Richardson. “That run to the 
final with Montreal and having a chance to coach and run the bench for 
six games, two of them in the Stanley Cup final and there were three 
overtime games at the end of the semifinal that we won to win the series 
in Vegas, that just gave me more confidence to be ready for this moment. 
You know what, 10 years ago, I thought I was ready. But I’m humble 
enough to know that you’re always learning. I’m still learning. 

“I learned a lot from Claude Julien in Montreal, I learned a lot from Bryan 
Murray playing for him and then being an assistant coach for him. Then, 
all of those years of playing and coaching for different head coaches. 
Even Marty St. Louis last year, a less experienced coach in the NHL but 
he’s a superstar in the NHL, so his brain and his thought process of the 
game, it was great to be with him for a few months. Not just techniques 
on the ice, but how he communicates with players as well, to get that 
message across. All of those things, when you pool them all together, 
has kind of made me what I am now. I’m still going to grow and learn.” 

Blues general manager Doug Armstrong made the first of what is 
expected to be a series of moves leading up to the March 3 NHL trade 
deadline when he shipped winger Vladimir Tarasenko and defenceman 
Niko Mikkola to the New York Rangers for a package that included 
forward Sammy Blais, defence prospect Hunter Skinner, a conditional 
first-round pick in the 2023 NHL Draft and a fourth-round pick in the 2024 
NHL Draft. 

Tarasenko, chosen 16th overall by the Blues in the 2010 NHL Draft, is a 
scorer who has produced when the chips are down (41 goals, 60 points 
in 90 post-season games), tying for the team playoff lead in goals (11) 
with Jaden Schwartz during the 2019 Stanley Cup championship run. 

After advancing to the Eastern Conference final last spring, Rangers GM 
Chris Drury got ahead of the fray and made a move that should make his 
team tougher to play against. 

As for the Blues, after moving two pending UFAs, it will be interesting to 
see what happens next, as several other players are going to be 
attracting plenty of attention during the coming weeks. 

One of those players, captain Ryan O’Reilly, had an impact in his return 
to the lineup on Saturday night, delivering the overtime winner in what 
was a wild game with the Arizona Coyotes. 

O’Reilly, who missed 14 games with a broken left foot, had 17:25 of ice 
time and won 69 per cent of his draws as the Blues snapped a five-game 
losing skid. 

After falling behind 2-0, the Blues built a 5-2 lead, only to have the 
Coyotes score three times in the third period to send the game to 
overtime. 

The Blues remain nine points behind the Minnesota Wild in the chase for 
the second wild card in the Western Conference. 

RAPID FIRE 

It was a simple sentence in a Tweet from the Coyotes official handle, but 
it’s one that deserves a serious stick tap for both how direct it was and 
how simple life can be, should more teams decide to operate that way 
moving forward. 

Coyotes D Jakob Chychrun is a healthy scratch tonight for trade related 
reasons. 

Rather than have fans, media members or general managers around the 
league left speculating about what Chychrun not being in the lineup 
meant for the next few hours before the game with the Blues was 
complete, the Coyotes got ahead of the story and the transparency was 
definitely appreciated. This is reminiscent of when teams simply started 
to include the AAV when they sent out official press releases to 
announce free agent signings. Let’s hope that it becomes the rule rather 
than the exception. 

32 Thoughts: Latest on Chychrun, Karlsson as trade talks heat up 

Staying with the Coyotes, centre Nick Bjugstad figures to be on the radar 
for a number of contenders in the coming weeks. Bjugstad is up to 13 
goals on the season and his marker on Saturday with his first power-play 
goal of the campaign to go along with one shortie and 11 even-strength 
snipes. A right-handed shooting centre, Bjugstad is up to 23 points in 53 
games while averaging just under 17 minutes per game and is someone 
who can play up and down the lineup. Yes, he’s riding a career-high 13.3 
shooting percentage but he’s a guy who has hit double digits in goals six 
times in 11 NHL seasons. 

The Los Angeles Kings did an excellent job honouring Dustin Brown on 
Saturday night, raising his No. 23 to the rafters and unveiling a statue of 
him in front of the arena in Los Angeles. Brown, who retired at the end of 
last season, spent his entire 18-year NHL career with the Kings, skating 
in 1,296 regular season games and another 92 in the playoffs. Brown 
was a physical force who made life miserable for opponents and was part 
of the first two Stanley Cup titles in franchise history (2012 and 2014). 
During that 2012 run, Brown was a force, collecting eight goals and 20 
points in 20 playoff games. 

Kings retire former captain Dustin Brown's number, unveil statue in his 
honour 

Speaking of longevity and leadership, Dallas Stars captain Jamie Benn 
hit the 1,000 NHL game milestone last Monday against the Anaheim 
Ducks. Benn became the 379th player to accomplish the feat and one of 
76 players to do it with a single organization. Chosen by the Stars in the 
fifth round (129th overall) of the 2007 NHL Draft, Benn is a highly 
decorated player who won the Art Ross Trophy in 2014-15. He’s also 
enjoying an excellent season, as his 46 points in 54 games has already 
equalled his total from 2021-22. 

The Vegas Golden Knights announced that goalie Logan Thompson is 
week-to-week after he left Thursday’s game with a suspected lower body 
injury. Golden Knights head coach Bruce Cassidy told reporters he 
expects Thompson to return before the end of the regular season, which 
was viewed as a positive development. In the meantime, the Golden 
Knights crease belongs to Adin Hill and Laurent Brossoit, who was 
recalled from the Henderson Silver Knights of the AHL. Brossoit is 8-11-3 
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with a 2.72 goals-against average and .909 save percentage in 23 AHL 
games this season as he works his way back from offseason hip surgery. 

Victor Hedman set up Anthony Cirelli for the game-winning goal with 44 
seconds to go in the third period in a 3-1 victory over the Dallas Stars on 
Saturday. That helper gave the Tampa Bay Lightning defenceman 
another milestone moment, as it was the 500th assist of his NHL career. 
Hedman became the 33rd D-man in NHL history to reach the mark, 
moving him to 638 career points in 947 games. 
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TSN.CA / Outdoor practice allows Leafs to 'feel the love' and reset after 
ugly loss 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs held their annual outdoor practice at Nathan 
Phillips Square on Sunday. Mark Masters has more. 

Hours after being humbled on home ice by the last place Columbus Blue 
Jackets, the Leafs were all smiles during the team's annual outdoor 
practice.  

"A good way to start to turn the page from last night and for us to connect 
with our fan base and community," said captain John Tavares. "This one 
is always a lot of fun." 

The team made the trip to City Hall via the subway, which caught 
commuters off guard on a sleepy Sunday morning.  

"That's the best part," said winger Mitch Marner. "Walking through the 
mall too, a lot of people aren't expecting it. It's kind of cool." 

"It's a good change of pace for us in the middle of a long season," said 
defenceman Morgan Rielly.  

Players posed for pictures and signed autographs as they walked to the 
ice in full equipment.  

The 'practice' itself was actually a 3-on-3 tournament. The players were 
separated into three groups: Team Europe, Team North America and 
Team Ontario.  

"If you're going to come in after a loss like last night this is as good a way 
to do it," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "Beautiful day. Unbelievable turnout. 
Second time for me doing this event and you've kind of forgotten just how 
cool it is. A great opportunity for us to interact with the fans as well, but 
just to see and feel the love is awesome." 

Fans cheered every close call and goal during a series of four-minute 
games, which culminated with Ontario beating Europe in the final.  

"We wish we had more time that we could spend and do autographs for 
everybody," said Rielly, who is the longest-serving Leaf. "Turnout is huge 
and we're very thankful to our fans for all the support. This is a very fun 
day for us.  

Marner wore sunglasses throughout the practice.  

"Pretty sunny out here," he said with a grin.  

"Well, it's right up his style," noted Tavares, who wore eye black on his 
cheeks. "It was bright out there today. The glare was pretty [strong] so he 
made the right play, which is not surprising." 

Marner picked up two primary assists in Saturday's loss while logging a 
career high 28:05 of ice time. How'd the legs feel on Sunday?  

"They still feel good, man," the 25-year-old assured. "You want to be able 
to play big minutes and help your team win. Obviously, it wasn't enough, 
but you feel good. You feel excited to be out here." 

Marner, as always, was the showman. He scored a goal and did the 
Griddy dance much to the delight of fans.  

"I grew up here," the Markham, Ont. native said. "Now playing here I've 
been loved by so many so for me it's about trying to give back as much 
as you can and try to make a difference in the world." 

Marner is averaging 21:18 of ice time per game this season, which is 
seventh among NHL forwards.  

Tavares was asked if he could envision being back downtown for a 
parade in a few months.  

"Absolutely," the 32-year-old responded without hesitation. "You think 
about that all the time. Obviously a lot of work ahead. One day at a time 
... but certainly that's what we're working towards. No doubt, from time to 
time, those thoughts come across your mind." 

"We think about that a lot," Keefe concurred.  

The coach was also quick to point out that Leafs fans have been 
pleasantly patient while awaiting a breakthrough.  

"The thing that stands out is how passionate people are and how 
respectful and appreciative people are and positive about our team," the 
Brampton, Ont. native said. "Everyone's excited. I get that everywhere I 
go. I've never had a negative interaction with anyone outside of work and 
being about the city. I'm in arenas a lot with my own kids and you feel the 
love. And, for me, individually, when I come to work every day I know that 
I'm not coming to work just for myself. I'm a representative of Leafs 
Nation and I got a great job to do, great responsibility. I don't take it lightly 
for a second." 

The mood was very different immediately following Saturday's setback. 
The Leafs blew a 2-0 lead during a dreadful second period.  

"Just got outworked, outplayed," Keefe said.  

How do you explain it?  

"I can't," the coach admitted. "You guys talked to the players. I'm sure 
you asked them the same questions. I can't do the work for them." 

Toronto got outshot 21-10 in Saturday's middle stanza.  

"We just stopped playing the way we did [at] the beginning," said winger 
William Nylander. "I don't think we do anything intentional, but we just got 
to fix that problem with our game. We just got to keep rolling and not take 
the foot off the gas." 

The Leafs have struggled against inferior opposition in recent years. 
Saturday's defeat against the 32nd-place Jackets was only the latest 
example. Toronto has also lost twice to the 29th-place Arizona Coyotes 
and 26th-place Montreal Canadiens this season and dropped games to 
the 30th-place Anaheim Ducks and 28th-place San Jose Sharks.  

"It's been an area of focus, obviously," said Rielly, who is the longest-
serving Leaf. "We've talked about it in the past, I mean, going back a 
while now. Truthfully, I thought we were really good in the first and then 
it's just a small lapse that ends up costing you." 

The search for answers will continue in the coming week as the Leafs 
face the 31st-place Chicago Blackhawks twice and also host the 
Canadiens.  

"We definitely have to look at this one and understand the way we have 
to be for 60 minutes," said Tavares, "and when a couple shifts, 
momentum goes the other way, how we have to respond and grab it 
back."  

After a strong effort in Friday's win, Toronto's third line – David Kampf 
between Pierre Engvall and Joey Anderson – faltered on Saturday. That 
group was on the ice for the first Jackets goal by Boone Jenner and 
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failed to clear the puck despite repeated chances. Engvall and Anderson 
didn't play another shift in the second period.  

"It is just habits slipping," Keefe said. "They have to be competitive. They 
have to be great defensively. They have to be physical. That is what that 
line has to do. When all of that slips, it is not acceptable. It is really as 
simple as that." 

After missing the net on a partial break in the second period, Nylander 
got hit by Nick Blankenburg behind the net. The usually mild-mannered 
Nylander responded by taking a swing at the Jackets defenceman.  

"I shot the puck and then a couple seconds later he tried to hit me," 
Nylander said. "So, I just felt pissed off."  

At Blankenburg or the missed chance?  

"At him," the 26-year-old Swede said. "Or probably both at the same 
time. But, I mean, I didn't think he needed to hit me there." 

Nylander's angry outburst looked dangerous in real time and the referees 
initially called a major before reducing it to a roughing minor on review.  

"When is the last time you saw Willy Nylander retaliate or something like 
that," Keefe said. "I kind of like it, to be honest. If they want to take runs 
at him every now and again, he is going to make the other team aware of 
it." 

--- 

Jospeh Woll allowed four goals on 40 shots in his first career home start 
in the NHL.  

"It was a pretty awesome atmosphere to play in," the 24-year-old said. 
"It's pretty special to play in front of your home crowd. Unfortunate we 
didn't get the win for them, but definitely an experience I'll remember." 

It was Woll's fifth career NHL game and first since Dec. 5, 2021.  

"I felt good," he said. "A lot better than last year coming in and playing, 
for sure. A lot more comfortable. Yeah, I thought I trusted myself a lot 
more playing and settled in." 

The Leafs have another back-to-back set next weekend so Woll could 
get another chance soon.  

"He was fine," said Keefe. "We just gave up too much. Too many shots. 
Too many things in and around the crease. It makes it a lot harder on him 
than it should've been." 

 

TSN.CA LOADED: 02.13.2023 

 


