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Talking NHL trade deadline strategy with Don Waddell, the moment’s most important GM 

By Sean Gentille 

Don Waddell is a busy man. 
Now, could you say that of any general manager less than 
three weeks from the NHL trade deadline? Sure. It’s doubly 
true for someone in charge of a contender, though, as is the 
case with Waddell’s Carolina Hurricanes, who are leading 
the Metropolitan Division and behind only the Bruins in 
overall points. It’s triply true for someone in charge of a 
contender with money to spend, as is the case for the 
Hurricanes and their $10 million in projected cap space. 
It’s quadruply true — and if that’s not a word, we’re inventing 
it — for Waddell, who pulls double duty as Carolina’s 
president. That gig gives him serious responsibilities over 
business-side operations like Saturday’s outdoor game, 
hosted by the Hurricanes at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium. 
So, yeah, Waddell told us on “The Athletic Hockey Show,” 
he’s looking forward to next week when at least one of those 
big items will be off his plate. In the meantime, he’s fine with 
the balancing act. 
“You’ve just got to make time for the people you need to 
reach out to and talk to from a hockey standpoint,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t have it any other way. I’d rather be busy than pick 
the other option, that’s for sure.” 
Right, but there aren’t a ton of other NHL executives who 
concern themselves with, like, ticket sales for Hootie and the 
Blowfish. (They’re playing PNC Arena on Friday, Waddell 
said. Reunion tour. Sold out. “I Go Blind” still bangs. Timo 
Meier and Patrick Kane will have to wait.) 
In any case, our conversation with Waddell was fun and 
enlightening, as those tend to be. It was also an exercise in 
finding a way to indirectly ask the GM of, perhaps, the 
deadline’s most relevant team about his plans — and what 
those mean for the rest of the league. 
• Waddell was straightforward about Carolina’s involvement 
in the Bo Horvat trade discussions. Vancouver sent Horvat, 
the best center on the market, to the Islanders on Jan. 30. 
He’d been a no-brainer add for the Hurricanes, who are 
playing Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Jordan Staal and Paul Stastny 
behind Sebastian Aho. Horvat would’ve given them one of 
the better 1-2 center punches in the league. Based on the 
extension he immediately signed with the Islanders, he also 
wouldn’t have been a rental player, which the Hurricanes 
avoid more than most. 
It didn’t work out, Waddell said, for cut-and-dry reasons: 
Canucks GM Patrik Allvin was gunning for the highest first-
round pick possible, and the Islanders — post-Horvat bump 
aside — are probably going to finish with a worse record, 
whether this season or next, when the selection wouldn’t be 
lottery-protected. 
“He was trying to get the highest first-round pick that he 
possibly could get. He was right upfront about that from the 
start,” Waddell said. “Our pick’s gonna be, hopefully, 
someplace in the late 20s or so. Or the 30s. He set out with 
that as a mission and a goal, and he accomplished it. So I 
give him credit for that.” 

• That bit should probably make Canucks fans feel a little 
better about Allvin’s priorities moving forward, but it doesn’t 
do much for the Hurricanes, who recently added $7 million in 
consolation cap space. That’s Max Pacioretty’s salary this 
season — money that the Hurricanes moved to long-term 
injured reserve when he re-tore his Achilles’ tendon in 
January, five games after returning to the lineup. The plan, 
both when Carolina acquired him in the summer and when 
he was originally injured, was for Pacioretty to add playoff 
experience and 30-goal talent. 
“We lost a player that we were counting on for the second 
half of the year, but more importantly, as a human being, 
that’s the part that you really feel bad about. You know the 
effort and time that went into him trying to get back,” Waddell 
said. 
“After the game when I was down there, (the locker room) 
was as somber as I’ve ever seen it. And I was worried about 
it. (Rod Brind’Amour) and I talked about (how important) that 
bounce back’s gonna be.” 
The bounce-back has been good. Carolina is 6-1-0 since 
Pacioretty’s injury, outscoring opponents 29-20 and carrying 
a 61.0 share of expected goals at five-on-five, second-best in 
the NHL in that span. Nothing has happened to dissuade 
Waddell — or Carolina’s ownership — from going “out in the 
marketplace” even if that means bumping their Pacioretty-
inclusive payroll to nearly $90 million overall. 
• Players with term, Waddell said, will always be the priority. 
“We don’t have a great history of spending a lot of assets on 
rental players. We want to make sure we are smart about it. 
We’ve got a good team and we want to add to our team, but 
we also don’t want to ruin our future for the next few years. 
So it’s a balancing act,” he said. He mentioned the 2024 
offseason, when Aho, leading scorer Martin Necas, Brady 
Skjei and Brett Pesce could all need new contracts. Those 
four players make nearly $21 million between them. All, Aho 
and Necas specifically, are on track for raises. 
Of course, the best player on the market is Meier. He’s not a 
rental, though he’s on track to be an RFA in the summer with 
a $10 million qualifying offer coming his way if he doesn’t 
sign a new deal with the Sharks or a new team. His age and 
skillset — a play-driving monster with 30-goal capability — 
couldn’t line up better with the Hurricanes’ needs or priorities; 
they’ve been connected to him for a reason. 
Waddell on Monday said longtime former Sharks GM Doug 
Wilson was one of his favorite trade partners. What about 
Mike Grier? 
“Oh, is Mike the GM there?” Waddell asked. He smiled. 
“Obviously, I made the (Brent Burns trade) with Mike. I’ve 
known Mike for a long time. Class guy. He’s gonna do a 
great job there. And yeah, I’m getting to know him a little 
better these days.” 
And then he smiled again. 
• We asked him, straight up, whether he’d be willing to send 
out his team’s 2023 pick. 
“I think so. We have different philosophies in this 
organization sometimes, but I think right now (the pick is 
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available), particularly if we’re looking at players that do have 
term — again, the rental thing, I don’t want to say never, 
because you never know. If something (bad) happens, you 
might have to adjust your thinking and go a different course. 
But yeah, I think our first-round pick would be in play this 
year.” 
Our follow-up, basically, was whether he’d move the pick for 
a rental. This, to be clear, was fishing for intel on Kane, who 
has yet to decide whether he’ll waive his no-movement 
clause. The Rangers moved on and, of course, hurt Kane’s 
feelings in the process. Carolina, according to The Athletic’s 
Scott Powers and Mark Lazerus, is one of four teams with 
confirmed interest. And bad as he’s been, it’s tough to 
imagine a player less than a year removed from a 92-point 
season going for any package that doesn’t include a first-
rounder. 
So, is Waddell more willing now to send out a first-rounder 
for a non-specific, pending UFA if he were the right fit? 
“I don’t want to say never,” he said. “I think if you’re looking 
strictly at rentals as (we get) closer to the deadline, we’re 
going to exhaust all our efforts on the players that we 
potentially could pick up. There might be guys that people 
aren’t thinking about at this time (that emerge) when you’re 

willing to give up some good assets to get a player with 
some term left. 
“We all know the usual names that are out there, but we may 
try to look at some other players and entice teams with draft 
picks and prospects. As we sit here today, we like our team. 
We don’t want to distract from our team. But we would like to 
add to our team, if that makes sense.” 
• As for the outdoor game against the Capitals, Waddell said, 
everything is going swimmingly. The game, originally 
scheduled for late 2021 and then bumped for COVID-related 
reasons, has been in the works since 2018. 
“When (Tom Dundon) first bought the team, it was one of the 
first things he said: ‘We want to get an outdoor game.’ It was 
almost a year of work,” Waddell said. “We had to supply a lot 
of information. And I gotta be honest, the NHL was a little bit 
worried (with) where we were with our franchise at that point 
and how we were going to sell 57,000 tickets.” 
Now, after a few years of the growth that comes with on-ice 
success and off-ice effort, the organization is ready. 
“I truly think if we’d had another 10 or 15,000 seats, we 
would have sold them all,” Waddell said. “I still have a list on 
my desk here of people that are still looking for tickets.” 
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Ranking the top 10 drafted NHL goalie prospects: Jesper Wallstedt leads Scott Wheeler’s 
2023 list 

By Scott Wheeler 

Welcome to Part 2 of the 2023 edition of my drafted NHL 
prospect rankings. 
Today’s ranking of the league’s top 10 goalie prospects 
follows yesterday’s top 50 drafted skaters list. 
After initially publishing this project as one combined ranking, 
the switch to two lists was made in 2020 in order to respond 
to reader demands for evaluations of a wider range of 
goaltenders reflective of the one-sixth share of the players on 
the ice that they represent (when skaters and goalies were 
included in a single list, only a couple of netminders usually 
made it). 
Under my criteria, to be eligible for inclusion, a goalie must: 

1. Be under 25 years old. This age criteria is more 
reflective of the typical goalie trajectory, allowing for 
the continued consideration of goalies who are very 
much still prospects. 

2. Not currently be established as one of their NHL 
club’s two go-to options. I give myself some 
arbitrary leeway here. You’ll notice, for example, 
that 24-year-old goaltender Stuart Skinner, who still 
qualifies as an NHL rookie, is considered graduated 
because he has played exclusively with the Oilers 
this season, while 23-year-old goaltender Ukko-
Pekka Luukkonen, who is currently playing for the 
Sabres, remained eligible due to a combination of 
his younger age and time spent in the AHL this 
season. 

1. Jesper Wallstedt, G, 20 (Minnesota Wild — No. 20, 2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 1 (change: none) 
It takes a lot for me to rank a goalie at No. 1 on a list, and 
there’s a reason Wallstedt is the only goalie to top any of this 
year’s pool rankings. 
He’s the clearcut best goalie prospect on the planet for me 
and his play of late in the AHL — after it took him a couple of 
months in the fall to find himself at the new level/in the new 
place — has only reaffirmed that. His game has remarkable 
polish and maturity. There’s just a control to his game that is 
so singular and rare in goalies his age. I’ve written about it in 
the past as almost robotic, and that’s truly the best descriptor 
for it. Wallstedt’s a big 6-foot-3, 213-pound (he fills the net for 
his size) goalie who plays sharp lines positionally, holds 
those lines, and swallows the first shot so that he doesn’t 
have to make a ton of second saves. He’s incredibly calm in 
the net, staring down shooters and reading them. He covers 
the bottom of the net so well and doesn’t seem to get beat 
along the ice. Few shots sneak through him. His movement 
is compact, he tracks through layers incredibly well to find 
pucks, and he reads opposing shooters so well that he’s 
rarely beat cleanly. 
There’s a minor question mark or two around every young 
goalie in the sport and with Wallstedt I don’t see a single hole 
or area of weakness that worries me. I’d maybe like to see 
him develop a little more quickness (he’s strong across the 
net and low-to-high on pushes, but he sits a little heavy over 
his skates and I wouldn’t say his feet are fast per se). But 
otherwise, he’s got all of the makings of a true No. 1 starter. 

2. Yaroslav Askarov, G, 20 (Nashville Predators — No. 11, 
2020) 
July 2022 rank: No. 2 (change: none) 
In his first season in North America, Askarov has played well 
for his age (it feels like he has been on the scene forever but 
because of his June birthday he just turned 20 last summer) 
in Milwaukee. 
My belief in his tools or his upside as a starting NHL goalie is 
not deterred, but I have paused at times over the last two 
seasons in terms of categorizing him in the same light that I 
do Wild first-round pick Jesper Wallstedt (Wallstedt is the 
clear top goalie prospect in the game for me at the moment). 
Askarov’s raw talent certainly makes him unique. His ability 
to change directions in the net, stay on top of shooters, track 
their hands, and make reactionary saves is elite. His 
athleticism is, too. He regularly makes second and third-
chance saves holding firm in his positioning even when he’s 
laying on the ice. But there are tools in his game that still 
need some refinement. 
There are still times when he gets frozen over his glove 
hand, something NHL teams will exploit. He can still look 
jittery in the net, bouncing on his toes and moving to pucks 
(which he says is to keep himself focused and make some of 
those quick-twitch saves I talked about). But his agility and 
reads are so impressive that he can steal games when he’s 
at his best, and make the difficult saves that others just can’t 
get to or stick with. There isn’t a goalie prospect in the world 
with quicker feet through shuffles or more explosiveness 
side-to-side or low-to-high than Askarov. That blend of power 
and speed combined with his extended early track record 
gives him a high upside. It will be important to keep in mind 
his age and not rush him through the AHL despite his 
pedigree though. 
3. Dustin Wolf, G, 21 (Calgary Flames — No. 214, 2019) 
July 2022 rank: No. 4 (change: +1) 
If you’ve been following my work for any amount of time, 
you’ll know that Wolf is my favourite goalie prospect in the 
sport (doesn’t necessarily mean he’s the best, but I love 
watching him play). When the Flames drafted him at the end 
of the seventh round, he ranked in the second round of my 
2019 draft board, as my second-ranked goalie behind only 
Spencer Knight. He possesses elite footwork and tracking. 
He never loses sight of the puck and anticipates the 
movements of opposing carriers so, so well, making him 
extremely hard to beat with a deke. You’ll rarely see a player 
beat him side to side on a breakaway because he can stick 
on top of them. The results are there. He’s athletic, he’s a 
superb positional goalie, and his technical ability is refined. 
Wolf has everything you look for in a top goalie prospect 
today except for the size. After a bit of a slow start to his 
second season in the AHL, he has been virtually unbeatable 
since. There is no reason to believe he won’t be an NHL 
goalie. I’m confident he’s going to be a really good one, too. 
His time is coming. 
4. Devon Levi, G, 21 (Buffalo Sabres — No. 212, 2020) 
July 2022 rank: No. 5 (change: +1) 
Levi had a season for the ages at Northeastern last year, 
posting a .952 save percentage across 32 games and 
winning both the Mike Richter Award as college hockey’s top 
goalie and the Tim Taylor Award as its top rookie. His 
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journey from the CCHL to the world juniors and then the 
Olympics all during the pandemic was one of the best stories 
in hockey. He has been superb in his return to Northeastern 
behind a lesser Huskies team as a sophomore this year, too. 
He has exactly the skills smaller goalies need to be 
successful. Impressive control on his outside edges (and the 
patience to hold them), quick feet on his shuffles so that he 
can stick with dekes and go post-to-post or low-to-high to get 
to tough pucks, perfect reads on shooters, excellent tracking 
through and under traffic, and a battler’s mentality in the net 
which keeps him in plays even when he looks like he’s down 
and out on his knees. There aren’t a ton of 6-foot goalies in 
today’s NHL, at least not starting ones, but Levi, like 
Calgary’s Dustin Wolf, has all of the tools to become one. I’m 
a believer. 
5. Sebastian Cossa, G, 20 (Detroit Red Wings — No. 15, 
2021) 
July 2022 rank: No. 3 (change: -2) 
Cossa is a huge (6-foot-6), powerful, athletic goalie, and 
those last two things don’t always come with the first. He’s a 
fiery, confident, talkative competitor who doesn’t like to get 
beat (which contrasts with the stoic demeanor we see in 
many goalies) and wants to command the net and the room. 
Bigger goalies often struggle with their movements and their 
recoveries, but neither is an issue for Cossa. His positioning 
(he does a really good job holding his outside edges to be 
patient on shots) and reflexes (he’s got great hands up high) 
help him block and grab a lot of pucks. But it’s his ability to 
bounce back into his stance or change directions with 
passes that separates him. His power through his pushes 
gives him rare side-to-side ability for a goalie that big. 
But there are also some question marks. Some of them are 
contextual, like how good the Oil Kings were in front of him 
for three years, and some of the leaks his game has 
displayed while playing behind teams with less structure in 
front of him (including in Hockey Canada camps and now 
this year in the ECHL, a league that’s notoriously hard on 
goalies). But other questions are about the tools, including 
some of the trouble he faces closing his five-hole because of 
his size (this is a major recurring issue, even though he does 
a really good job kicking pucks aimed for the lower corners) 
and the way he can occasionally lose himself in his net on 
scramble plays (those strong pushes to get to tough lateral 
saves can pull him off his lines). He can get pulled out of his 
net overcommitting on dekes, too. 
His natural gifts give him undeniable upside, though. When 
he’s set and square to shots (as he almost always is), he’s 
tough to beat. I’ve seen him look unflappable and make 
point-blank save after point-blank save when he’s dialed in. 
I’ve also seen him look rattled as shots sneak through holes 
they shouldn’t be finding. I still think he’s got starter upside 
due to his combination of size, dexterity and rare 
explosiveness in the net, but he’s got work to do, and 
patience will be imperative. 
6. Lukas Dostal, G, 22 (Anaheim Ducks — No. 85, 2018) 
July 2022 rank: No. 6 (change: none) 
Dostal’s on a run of four really strong age-adjusted seasons 
and is owed a full-time NHL job at this point. 
He’s an average-sized (maybe smallish) goalie who has 
turned his 6-foot-2 frame into an asset by adding some 
strength (he’s now over 190 pounds, which is about 20 
pounds of muscle from where he was not long ago) and 
power to a game that was already built on agility. He’s got 

pristine technical ability, great hands (especially his glove), 
and quick feet which help him stick with dekes, track the play 
through screens, and make recovery saves on scrambles. 
Plus he holds his lines on his outside edges extremely well, 
limiting his movements when he needs to, staying compact, 
and playing his angles head-on. He has also proven, time 
and time again, that while his game requires movement, he’s 
in complete control and rarely swims. He’s going to be one of 
the Ducks’ two goalies long-term. The question now is just 
which one. He has certainly turned me from cautious a few 
years ago into a believer. 
7. Pyotr Kochetkov, G, 23 (Carolina Hurricanes — No. 36, 
2019) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 
When goalies just keep getting results you have to respect 
them because of the ebbs and flows in performance that 
most of them face year-to-year. And Kotchetkov now has a 
body of work that you can’t ignore. After bouncing around 
levels and clubs for a couple of years in Russia in search of 
the opportunity those numbers demanded, it has been nice 
to see him find stability over the last two seasons in North 
America, establishing himself as the Hurricanes’ No. 3 for 
now and soon-to-be more than that (with Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Ranta both on expiring deals and Kochetkov on a 
new four-year contract, there’s a full-time job coming for him 
next year and maybe earlier). He used to be a little on the 
smaller side for a goalie but he grew a couple of inches late 
in his development to go from 6 feet to 6 feet 3, he’s quick on 
his feet (and knees), he’s technically sound, and he’s 
athletic, relying on sharp angles to control the first rebound 
and his movement to make recovery saves. I like the way he 
tracks the play, too. My only critique of him for a long time 
was that he’d let the odd mid-danger shot squeak through his 
body or occasionally scramble, but he has worked hard to 
cut down on both of those things. He’s probably not going to 
become a true No. 1, but I like him to become more than a 
backup as a bit of a strong 1B. 
8. Akira Schmid, G, 22 (New Jersey Devils — No. 136, 2018) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked 
Schmid has been a bit of a revelation these last two years, 
making the almost unheard-of USHL to AHL/NHL jump (a 
difficult one, to say the least) look relatively easy. 
He’s a 6-foot-5 goalie who plays an aggressive, challenging 
style (though he has learned to pull back on that a little). He’s 
also a strong puck handler who is comfortable starting the 
breakout. He can play a little wide in his stance, which can 
limit his changes of direction and mobility (though I would 
say he moves well in other ways, including down into his 
butterfly to shut his five-hole, and on his knees when he has 
to battle), but he’s also got good control face-up against 
shooters and plays his lines. When things break down, he 
can get beat, but he doesn’t let a lot of low-to-mid danger 
shots through. There’s a lot to like and even continue to 
untap there. 
9. Samuel Ersson, G, 23 (Philadelphia Flyers — No. 143, 
2018) 
July 2022 rank: Not ranked  
Ersson’s statistical profile has always been a little bit of a 
roller coaster to follow. There was his excellent post-draft 
season in HockeyAllsvenskan and internationally which 
established him as one of the top goalies in the 1999 age 
group. Then he made the jump to the SHL full time at 20 and 
played a surprising amount on a poor team to mixed results. 
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Then he played to strong results in his second season in the 
SHL. Then he finally got groin surgery after dealing with a 
nagging issue and lost almost all of his first season in North 
America. And now he has returned and played quite well in 
both the AHL and NHL in what is essentially his rookie 
campaign over here. 
He isn’t a particularly big or powerful goalie but he reads the 
play well, holds his angles, and then has the agility needed 
to get to a lot of east-to-west pucks to make difficult saves. 
He has also worked on his habits so that he can stay more 
compact and controlled in the net and it has noticeably cut 
down on how many shots are cleanly beating him. He has 
moved his No. 2/3 projection to a potential 1B projection with 
his play this year, I think. 
10. Drew Commesso, G, 20 (Chicago Blackhawks — No. 46, 
2020) 
July 2022 rank: No. 8 (change: -2) 
After a .915 freshman year at BU, Commesso climbed back 
to a .914 sophomore season with the Terriers following a 
slow start (for him and the team in front of him, which was 
banged up and not at its best out of the gate), and has done 
the same again this year as a young (he’s still just 20) junior 
after he gave up six goals in his second start of the year and 
has played well ever since. 
I see a mature makeup as a kid and goalie. At 6-foot-2, he’s 
not big by today’s standards for a goalie, but he blends a 
studious approach to the position with sharp angles, sound 
technique, and a calming, poised demeanour to keep shots 
in his chest, control rebounds, settle down plays and hold 
firm to his edges. And while he’s not a dynamic athlete, he 
can fall back on his athleticism when the play does break 
down, he’s efficient in his movements, he’s quick on his feet 
and he doesn’t put himself into many scrambles because of 
the way he reads the play. Commesso reliably makes the 
saves that he should and plays the same game-to-game. He 
doesn’t steal a ton of starts and I wouldn’t say he’s got any 
A-plus tools that really pop, but there’s not a lot in his game 
that you can nitpick either. I’m not convinced he’s going to be 
a starter at the next level, but I — and the rest of the hockey 
world (including USA Hockey, who’ve already brought him to 
men’s worlds and the Olympics) — fully expect him to 
become an NHL goalie. 

The Tiers 

All told, 30 goalies were strongly considered for this year’s 
ranking, with the 20 who missed the cut featured below as 
honorable mentions. 

As always, the ranking is broken down into tiers below to 
give you a better sense of where the divisions are between 
one group and the next. This year’s ranking is divided into 
four tiers. They are: 1, 2-3, 4-5 and 6+. Consider that third 
tier as a group that runs from 6-30 (though there’s probably 
one more divide in there between the goalies I seriously 
considered and the ones that only got passing 
consideration). 

1 Jesper Wallstedt 20 2021 Wild 

2 Yaroslav Askarov 20 2020 Predators 

3 Dustin Wolf 21 2019 Flames 

4 Devon Levi 21 2020 Sabres 

5 Sebastian Cossa 20 2021 Red Wings 

6 Lukas Dostal 22 2018 Ducks 

7 Pyotr Kochetkov 23 2019 Hurricanes 

8 Akira Schmid 22 2018 Devils 

9 Samuel Ersson 23 2018 Flyers 

10 Drew Commesso 20 2020 Blackhawks  

Honorable mentions (sorted alphabetically): 
Hugo Alnefelt (Tampa Bay Lightning) 
Justus Annunen (Colorado Avalanche) 
Joel Blomqvist (Pittsburgh Penguins) 
Calle Clang (Anaheim Ducks) 
Dylan Garand (New York Rangers) 
Mitchell Gibson (Washington Capitals) 
Mack Guzda (Florida Panthers) 
Dennis Hildeby (Toronto Maple Leafs) 
Joel Hofer (St. Louis Blues) 
Niklas Kokko (Seattle Kraken) 
Carl Lindbom (Vegas Golden Knights) 
Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen (Buffalo Sabres) 
Erik Portillo (Buffalo Sabres) 
Arseni Sergeyev (Calgary Flames) 
Arvid Soderblom (Chicago Blackhawks) 
Mads Sogaard (Ottawa Senators) 
Clay Stevenson (Washington Capitals) 
Daniil Tarasov (Columbus Blue Jackets) 
Joseph Woll (Toronto Maple Leafs) 
Vadim Zherenko (St. Louis Blues) 
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Burnside: Gary Bettman on the Canes’ 25th Season In North Carolina 

Catching up with the league's Commissioner to get his 
thoughts on the franchise's anniversary season 

By Scott Burnside 
RALEIGH, NC. - Gary Bettman had been on the job as 
Commissioner of the National Hockey League for roughly 
four years when the Carolina Hurricanes made the move 
from Hartford to North Carolina. 
The franchise relocation was part of a decade of tremendous 
transition for the NHL as the league expanded into Nashville, 
Atlanta, Minnesota, and Columbus. The Hurricanes were one 
of four teams to relocate during that period as the Minnesota 
North Stars moved to Dallas, Quebec moved to Colorado 
and Winnipeg moved to Arizona. 
The Hurricanes, though, represented a unique situation and 
certainly, their arc in the marketplace has also been unique 
and not without its ups and downs. 
We had a chance to catch up with Commissioner Bettman 
recently to talk about the move, the ensuing 25 years, and a 
period of unprecedented growth and success for the 
franchise on and off the ice. 
Scott Burnside: I have talked to lots of people about the 
move from Hartford and how that unfolded but I'm curious 
when you think of it, about that process, and it happened so 
quickly relatively speaking. When you think of the move of 
the Whalers to Carolina, Gary what comes to mind for you? 
What are some of the things that you think about when you 
reflect on what was a pretty tumultuous time? 
Gary Bettman: Not as tumultuous as you'd think. I'm not sure 
what versions of the story you've heard but it became pretty 
cut and dried. Having said that, I know we had great fans in 
Hartford and I know the City of Hartford went through some 
difficult times. But at the end of the day, while it took a little 
time for the team to get established in North Carolina, what's 
going on there particularly now is fantastic. Tom Dundon, 
succeeding Pete Karmanos, has done a great job of moving 
the franchise to an all-time high level, whether it's fan 
interaction, whether it's the performance of the team on the 
ice, or the support that's now being injected in the business 
community. And it's great to see. The Hurricanes have terrific 
fans who have created their own traditions and culture and 
the team has become an even more important part of the 
community. 
Burnside: I don't think there's any doubt of any of that. I think 
it's probably fair to say that there may be a fair portion of that 
fan base that may not understand the history of the team and 
the hard work that was put in all those years ago. And I 
wonder when you think back to those first two years in 
Greensboro and then the move into Raleigh, were there 
moments where you were concerned? When you think back 
to those early days in North Carolina what was that like for 
you as the Commissioner? 

Bettman: Transition can be difficult. And particularly when 
people look at it as a snapshot as opposed to a full-length 
movie. I remember going to games in Greensboro. And that 
was challenging because it was a long distance to travel for 
a team that people, and for a sport that people weren't all 
that familiar with. But the market, I always believed. The 
Triangle has always in my view been a dynamic growing 
market that had no other professional teams. And the market 
from a sports rooting standpoint had always been 
fragmented among the colleges. The Hurricanes were the 
one thing that, from a sporting standpoint, could bring The 
Triangle together. And that's what happened, actually. 
Burnside: I talked to Jim Rutherford not too long ago about 
how important the league was in helping to lay the 
foundation in Raleigh and that the business community from 
the get-go in the Raleigh area was really on board and was 
really important to help once they got into that building to 
make things work. I wonder when you think about those 
kinds of relationships, some of which still exist today, what 
was that like for you to see come together? 
Bettman: Knowing the commitment of the Centennial 
Authority and the business community, again, this is a 
vibrant market. Always has been. It's been a growing market 
for all 25 years and it's a great sports market, but it was all 
collegiate. So this was for us a great opportunity. Part of it 
goes back to the old school thinking about franchises in - I 
hate the term - "non-traditional markets" - I never believed 
there was such a thing. There were warmer climates but 
everybody develops their own tradition and I believed that 
over time the hockey in The Triangle not only would work but 
it would thrive, and I think Tom Dundon has been the icing 
on that cake in terms of really making it a reality at 
unprecedented levels. 
Burnside: I've spent a lot of time around that team and spent 
a lot of time around Tom and watching him operate. He 
marches to his own beat and I wonder what it's been like for 
you to watch what has happened under his ownership since 
early 2018 in terms of the presence and the profile of the 
team and all those kinds of things? What's your relationship 
like with Tom? 
Bettman: Tom and I have a very good, strong relationship. 
We communicate regularly. Your characterization, and so I 
don't want it to be mine, your characterization that he 
marches to his own beat, even if that's the case, so what? I 
think that's great. Particularly in a growing community, 
particularly where millennials and Gen-Zs are becoming 
more significant portions of our fan base, it's great that he 
does his own thing and you see the results. 
Burnside: What will it be like for you and what do you 
imagine it will be like for that fan base to host the upcoming 
outdoor game? 
Bettman: I know Tom is excited and the organization's 
excited. We are thrilled. We think it's going to be an 
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incredible event and so we're very much looking forward to it. 
But the Stadium Series game may be the punctuation on 
how far the club has gone. Because who would have 
imagined that there'd be between 55,000+ people outdoors 
at a hockey game in Carolina? And the fact that the game is 
sold out, the excitement is palpable, is an indication of how 
much a part of the community hockey and the Hurricanes 
are. 
Burnside: I may have asked this but I want to ask this in a 
different way. Did you ever worry that this could be possible, 
especially during times when there was a decade where they 
didn't make the playoffs between '09 and '19 and there were 
some hard times in that marketplace? 
Bettman: I think sometimes people, particularly in your line of 
work, there's confusion between how well a team performs 
on the ice and what that means long-term. Fans who are 
passionate about our game are passionate about our game. 
They want their team to be successful. But they maintain 
their passion during the lean years which makes the fruitful 
years feel even greater and create an even stronger 
connection to the club. You know no team likes to go a 
decade without making the playoffs. But when you get to the 
other side, look at how great it can be. And the fans stood by 
the team long-term and you see it based on what's 
happening now and you see it based on the response to the 
outdoor game. 
Burnside: It strikes me that what you're talking about is what 
we've seen really since Tom took over as owner and Rod 
took over as head coach and they've made the playoffs 
every year. That this fan base is being rewarded I suppose. 
Bettman: And what do they say, the view is much greater 
when you've seen the valley, right? At the top of the 

mountain, the view is greater than the view that you had in 
the valley. And you appreciate the difference. But talking 
about Tom doing things his way, bringing in Rod, the way 
that the storm surge, all of the things that they've done to 
even make the fan base feel more connected, is why the 
club is having the success that it's having. 
Burnside: Do you think other clubs have looked at the 
journey for the Hurricanes and maybe specifically what's 
been happening since Tom took over, do you think there are 
lessons to be learned from what the Canes have gone 
through and how they've done business and their current 
successes? 
Bettman: Every market is different, but to just take on one 
thing, the storm surge and the traditional reaction to it and 
the fact that the club and the players, in particular, 
maintained their commitment to it shows you that this is an 
organization and a group that believes in its authenticity. And 
they're doing their things their way. That's fundamentally 
what our sport's all about. It may be different in every place 
but we believe we are authentic; we are the real deal. And 
you see that in its pristine form in Carolina. 
Burnside: Do you have a favorite Hurricanes moment as 
Commissioner? 
Bettman: A little bit of history. I remember during the Stanley 
Cup Final in 2006 everybody stood for the entire game. 
Which, you traditionally see in college sports. That's when I 
knew that there was a real commitment and passion with this 
team. 
Burnside: Did you stand or did you sit? You were in a suite I 
bet. 
Bettman: No. I wasn't in a suite. I was in the stands and I 
stood. Because I wanted to see the game. 
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Francis talks Kraken turnaround, 2024 Winter Classic in Q&A with NHL.com 

GM shares thoughts on trade deadline approach, Carolina 
market hosting Stadium Series 

By Tom Gulitti 
In NHL.com's Q&A feature called "Sitting Down with …" we 
talk to key figures in the game, gaining insight into their lives 
on and off the ice. Today, we feature Hockey Hall of Fame 
forward and Seattle Kraken general manager Ron Francis. 

The Seattle Kraken approach the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline 
at 3 p.m. ET on March 3 in a far different place in the 
standings than they were a year ago. 
At the 2022 deadline, the Kraken were tied with the Arizona 
Coyotes for last in the Western Conference with 44 points 
(19-38-6) and looking to acquire pieces as a first-year NHL 
expansion team building for the future. This season, Seattle 
(30-18-5) has been one of the biggest surprises in the NHL 
and are tied for third in the Pacific Division with the 
Edmonton Oilers, three points behind the Vegas Golden 
Knights for first. 
The Kraken are also in a tenuous position, just four points 
ahead of the Calgary Flames, who currently hold the second 
and final wild card into the Stanley Cup Playoffs from the 
Western Conference. But that doesn't mean general 
manager Ron Francis is going to abandon his long-term plan 
and go all-in at the trade deadline to help Kraken in the short 
term. 
"I like what our guys are doing," Francis said. "I like the way 
we believe in each other and play for each other right now. If 
there is a piece there that make sense, and it isn't at a 
ridiculous price, we'll certainly look at it, but we're not going 
to do anything that's crazy at this point." 
The Kraken acquired Jaycob Megna in a trade with the San 
Jose Sharks on Feb. 5 for a fourth-round pick in the 2023 
NHL Draft to add to their depth on defense. They have the 
assets to do something bigger to boost their chances of 
qualifying for the playoffs, including three second-round picks 
in the 2023 draft, but Francis is content with staying patient. 
"I think our big picture is still similar," Francis said. "We want 
to build it from the ground up as we continue to do this 
moving forward. So, we'll sort of sit and wait, see where we 
are and see what the prices are and make some decisions 
as we get closer to the deadline. But our team is playing 
pretty well right now. The chemistry is pretty good, so we'll 
see where things go." 
In a Q&A with NHL.com, Francis discussed the Kraken's 
turnaround in their second season, rookie forward Matty 

Beniers' impact, hosting the 2024 Discover NHL Winter 
Classic and more. 
How do you feel about the season the Kraken has had so far 
and what are your thoughts looking forward to the rest of the 
season? 
"It's been a good year to this point. I think we're [three points 
from] first (in the Pacific Division) and we're [four] points from 
being out of the playoffs, so it's a tight run and still a lot of 
hockey left to be played. I'm really proud of and happy with 
our guys. They've come and worked hard every night and it's 
good to see them having some success and enjoying 
themselves. A few more smiles around there this year, which 
is nice to see." 
How much do those smiles help this season after the Kraken 
had some stretches during their inaugural season when they 
played well, but weren't in the playoff race at this point? 
"If you look at our record last year strictly on the wins and 
points (27-49-6, 60 points), it wasn't good. But if you go a 
little deeper, I think we had something like 26 or 27 one-goal 
losses or one-goal games that became two with an empty-
net goal, so it wasn't like we were terrible and getting blown 
out every night. We were in a lot of hockey games. We just 
couldn't get over the hump. I think it's helped this year that 
we've got (Jaden) Schwartz and (Brandon) Tanev back 
healthy and we were able to sign some free agents like 
(Andre) Burakovsky, (Justin) Schultz and (Martin) Jones. The 
trade (with the Columbus Blue Jackets) for (Oliver) 
Bjorkstrand certainly helped and that young kid, No. 10 
(Matty) Beniers, isn't bad either.  
"So, you've got a lot of new faces, a lot of new players in 
your top nine, a lot of new players in your lineup, but the 
biggest thing for us is we don't have a superstar. We don't 
have one guy we can rely on. We need everybody and 
everybody is contributing, and I think that's created a really 
good atmosphere for our guys in the locker room and on the 
ice." 
Can that atmosphere and chemistry you've developed go a 
long way in these cases and do you want to be careful not to 
disrupt that with a trade? 
"The Cups that I won (with the Pittsburgh Penguins in 1991 
and 1992), chemistry played a big part of it. So, yeah, I think 
that's always a big part of assessing your team and your 
locker room. You see if there are needs, and if there are, you 
address them and if you're happy with things, you let it kind 
of go. So, we'll what happens over the next three weeks here 
until the deadline." 
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Beniers leads NHL rookies with 17 goals and 36 points in 51 
games. How has it helped for him to be able to contribute like 
that at 20 years old? 
"He's just a terrific kid. He is a great hockey player. He's 
going to be great hockey player as he gets stronger, but just 
a terrific kid. He's one of our engines. He pushes the pace in 
practice. He pushes the pace in games. He's an easy-going 
guy who has fit in really well with our veterans. He's got a 
bright future ahead of him." 
The Kraken will host the Golden Knights in the 2024 
Discover NHL Winter Classic at T-Mobile Park on Jan. 1, 
2024. What do you think that first NHL outdoor game in 
Seattle will be like? 
"I think it's going to be incredible. Seattle is such a huge 
sports market. It will be great in the Mariners' stadium to able 
to have the roof open or closed or halfway closed. It depends 
on how the weather acts that day, but it's going to be exciting 
for the city of Seattle and really exciting for our fans and 
certainly our organization is really proud and excited to host 
the event." 
What will it do for the Kraken to host a big event like that in 
their third season? 
"I just think the organization has worked hard on a lot of 
different things and I think they're pretty excited that the 
League recognized that and was willing to give us an outdoor 
game this soon. But they're working hard already to make 

sure they get it right and make sure the League and 
everybody is proud of the performance that we host." 
The Carolina Hurricanes will host the Washington Capitals in 
the 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series at 
Carter-Finley Stadium on the campus of North Carolina State 
University on Saturday (8 p.m.; ABC, ESPN+, SN360, 
TVAS2). You played in Carolina for six seasons (1998-2004) 
and worked in management for 12 seasons, including four as 
GM (2014-18). What will it mean to that market to have an 
outdoor game? 
"It's something the organization always wanted to do. It's 
nice that they finally get to do it. I hope the weather 
cooperates and it will be good." 
What do you think the atmosphere will be like there? 
"They know how to tailgate for sure, that market. During the 
Cup Final runs (2002, 2006) it was pretty impressive 
tailgating, so I imagine it will be for the outdoor game." 
You never got to play an outdoor game when you were 
playing in the NHL. Have you played any alumni games? 
"I played in the alumni game in Pittsburgh (before the 2011 
NHL Winter Classic). It was a lot of fun, really a lot of fun." 
Do you feel like you missed out a little because most of the 
outdoor games came after your NHL career ended in 2004? 
"No, I grew up in Sault St. Marie (Ontario). I played in a lot of 
outdoor games in Sault St. Marie. I didn't get cheated. It was 
a little cold out there in the winter." 

Hurricanes-Capitals Stadium Series will have college football feel 

On-field seating, N.C. State marching band will add to festive 
'culture for this game' 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL 
Stadium Series will embrace the college football game day 
experience with on-field seating, a marching band and an 
overall festive atmosphere. 
"People are going to come early and tailgate," NHL chief 
content officer Steve Mayer said Monday at Carter-Finley 
Stadium, home to the North Carolina State University football 
team. "We've seen the culture here, and we fully expect that 
will be the culture for this game." 
The outdoor game between the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Washington Capitals on Saturday (8 p.m. ET; ABC, SN360, 
TVAS, ESPN+, SN NOW) will be played in front of a sold-out 
crowd of nearly 57,000 fans, including close to 1,000 N.C. 
State students who will view the game from field level in 
bleacher seating on the south side of the field. 
The N.C. State marching band, the Power Sound of the 
South, will entertain the fans throughout the game. The 
blending of experiences is part of the appeal for the 
university. 
"We're proud of who we are, and this is a great opportunity 
for us to share this great university with people who 
otherwise wouldn't have much interaction," N.C. State 
director of athletics Boo Corrigan said. "Their first experience 
could be coming to this game and seeing what this stadium 
is, seeing what this environment is and seeing everything 
that we are." 
In addition to the students and marching band, the game 
presentation will include appearances by N.C. State legends. 

"For us, it's really important to celebrate not only the 
Hurricanes and hockey in this region, but to celebrate N.C. 
State," Mayer said. "From the things we're going to 
incorporate from a creative standpoint, we're really going all 
in on N.C. State as well, whether it's alumni, whether it's the 
marching band or other elements you might see in a football 
game. That's part of why it's special wherever we go." 
The weather has not been an issue for 14-person ice crew 
since the ice truck arrived here on Feb. 6. Even an all-day 
rain on Sunday helped, thanks to temperatures in the 40s. 
"A full day of rain actually helps us," Mayer said. "We're 
trying to build a level of ice, and we used the rain to our 
advantage. It worked out well. Game day temperatures look 
great, actually perfect." 
Rain in the forecast for Friday, when each team is scheduled 
to practice on the outdoor rink. 
"It's a real-time decision," Mayer said. "We will try to get 
them on the ice, but if the rain is significant, we will probably 
move them into an indoor facility. We want to get them out 
there and at least get a feel for it, but we want to preserve 
the ice for Saturday's game. Right now, it's trending to be a 
50-50 decision." 
As the ice resurfacing machines circled the rink on a sunny 
62-degree day, preparations for the Stadium Series 
remained on schedule. With a unique atmosphere taking 
shape, enthusiasm is running high. 
"We're surprised how quickly this fan base gobbled up 
tickets," Mayer said. "Absolutely incredible. It shows how this 
market has grown, how much they love hockey. I think it's 
one of the fastest selling games we've ever had." 
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Hurricanes, Capitals aim for more consistency out of break 

By Field Level Media 
It's a big week for the Carolina Hurricanes, meaning they will 
want to start playing their best hockey soon. 
After a rough beginning to the resumption of their schedule 
after the All-Star break, the Hurricanes take on the host 
Washington Capitals on Tuesday night. 
"We've got to get going again," Hurricanes captain Jordan 
Staal said. "This time of the year it only gets tighter and 
tighter." 
The Hurricanes returned after more than a week-long layoff 
and lost Saturday night's home game to the New York 
Rangers 6-2. 
"Stuff that we can't be doing," Staal said. "I didn't love our 
commitment to how we play and I'd like to see that come out 
the next game." 
The Hurricanes were on a seven-game winning streak prior 
to the All-Star break, so there was no reason for alarm after 
the shortcomings against the Rangers. 
"I'm sure we're going to learn from this one," Hurricanes 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi said. 
The Hurricanes are encouraged to have defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin back after he missed the last two weeks before the 
break with an injury. He was solid in his first game back 
against the Rangers. 
The Capitals and Hurricanes will have a rematch Saturday 
night when they compete in an NHL Stadium Series game at 
North Carolina State's Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, N.C. 
Before that high-profile event, both teams are trying to build 
momentum as the pecking order for the playoffs starts taking 
shape. 

"There is big games coming up," Washington forward 
Evgeny Kuznetsov said. "I hope this type of game will help 
us to be better. We're going to learn from that and next game 
I'm sure we're going to come out hot and be much better." 
The Capitals are trying to get back in a groove as well. The 
inconsistent play has already cropped up following a layoff. 
The Capitals split two weekend games in their first action 
since the break, winning at Boston and falling at home to 
San Jose to begin a three-game homestand. 
"The successful game is fast and north (and south), not east 
and west and slow," Washington coach Peter Laviolette said. 
"It's pucks and people to the net, and that's when we're at 
our best. ... So we've got to get to a quicker pace, a quicker 
mindset, a delivery mindset. Get it out, get it through, get it 
in, attack, forecheck, pound the net." 
Carolina beat the Capitals 3-2 in a shootout on Halloween in 
the only previous meeting this season. 
Tuesday night's game is part of the Hurricanes' annual 
fathers and mentors trip, so the traveling contingent is rather 
large for the team. 
With all that's going on this week, coach Rod Brind'Amour 
doesn't consider any of them negative distractions. 
"I think it's good. Anytime you can celebrate the boys, their 
families, that's a big deal," Brind'Amour said. "It's always nice 
to break up the Groundhog Day of the NHL to have these 
kinds of things on the schedule." 
The Hurricanes hold a 17-4-6 road record, with points in five 
straight (4-0-1) away from home. After going to Washington, 
they won't play another road game until March 1. 
--Field Level Media 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 14, 2023 

 

 

Crew work around the clock to get rink ready for NHL Stadium Series game | Countdown to 
Game Day 

By Tamara Scott and DeJuan Hoggard 
 

The ice is being prepared for the NHL's Stadium Series 
game at Carter-Finley Stadium. 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WTVD) -- We are only five days away from 
this epic Stadium Series game between the Carolina 
Hurricanes and Washington Capitals. 
We have been tracking the progress since crews arrived to 
transform Carter-Finley Stadium into a winter wonderland for 
hockey fans. 
There's a lot to unpack before Saturday, and around the 
clock, you can expect crews out here crossing the Ts and 
dotting the Is. 
Chopper11 captured video Monday morning of Zambonis 
clearing the ice and crews will work for hours overnight 
getting that ice ready for Saturday. 

The Carolina Hurricanes are taking on the Washington 
Capitals this Saturday at Carter-Finley Stadium. 

The lines and the logos will go down on the ice Monday 
evening. So come Tuesday morning, we'll be able to get a 
good bird's eye view of what the rink will look like. 
And of the 57,000 people for the sold-out game, ABC11 has 
learned Monday night of additional on-the-field seating - 
something that has never been done before - that will be 
filled with N.C. State students. 
Speaking of N.C. State, the university band will be 
performing ahead of the game and during the second 
intermission. 
Earlier, the NHL's Chief Content Creator spoke to ABC11's 
DeJuan Hoggard about the importance of introducing new 
people to the sport and diversifying the fan base. He also 
referred to the area as being "intoxicated" about the Capitals-
Canes matchup. 

He also spoke about the relationship the league has with the 
Canes and the Wolfpack, and how both brands will be 
highlighted on the world stage. 
"I think you'll see in things that we're going to incorporate 
from a creative standpoint, we're really going all in on NC 
State as well," the NHL's Steve Mayer said. "Whether it's 
alumni, whether it's the marching band or other elements 
that you might see during a football game, that's part of why 
it's so special wherever we go. To really celebrate where 
we're at and show it off not only to those who are in the 
stadium but those who are watching not only across the US 
but around the world. 
"We'll be proud to show off NC State as well as Carolina 
Hurricanes," Mayer added. 
The glass around the rink is scheduled to be installed 
Wednesday morning. 
Fans are already gearing up with merchandise already flying 
off the shelves. 
We talked with Brian Gordon who bought his and his wife's 
tickets in November. 

The transformation continues at Carter-Finley Stadium as 
zambonis hit the newly-constructed ice rink. 

He was here Monday picking up a patch for his jersey. 
"We have been excited for years I mean this has been three 
years we've been waiting on it two years they had to cancel 
it," said Gordon. 
The fun begins Friday with the Carolina Hurricanes Fan Fest 
in downtown Raleigh. 
The free event will run from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. rain or shine. 
ABC11 is a proud sponsor of the event. 
Then on Feb. 18, it is game time as the Hurricanes take on 
the Capitals. 
The puck is scheduled to drop at 8 p.m. You can watch the 
game on ABC11 or on ESPN+. 
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Carolina Hurricanes at Washington Capitals: Game Preview 
Think of this as the appetizer before Saturday’s main course 
as the Canes head to the District for the only time this 
season. 
By Brian LeBlanc 
Nothing says love like seeing Tom Wilson on Valentine’s 
Day. 
The Carolina Hurricanes and Washington Capitals only play 
three times this season thanks to the schedule juggling that 
resulted from needing to cleave out a home-and-away with 
the Seattle Kraken. Oddly, those three games will all be on 
different sheets of ice, and tonight’s game is the Canes’ only 
visit to Washington this season (at least in the regular 
season). 
While everyone’s attention is turned to the three-day 
showcase that begins Thursday with the Hall of Fame 
induction for Cam Ward and culminates with the main event 
at Carter-Finley on Saturday, this one-game trip to 
Washington is special in its own way for the players. 
Tonight’s game is the annual dad’s trip, and while most of 
them will hang around through the weekend, this annual trip 
is always a highlight of the players’ season and a chance to 
spend time with people who spent way too much time at 
much less swanky rinks in years gone by. 
And with the disappointment of Saturday’s egg laying at the 
feet of Artemi Panarin still lingering, it’s a great chance to get 
things turned around in a place where the Canes still have 
very good collective memories of years gone by. 

Game Notes 

 There’s something about the Canes and Caps 
playing on holidays that feature copious amounts of 
candy. The last time they met was on Halloween at 
PNC Arena, and those who skipped trick or treating 
were, um, treated to a 3-2 Canes shootout win. 

 Brady Skjei hits the 500-game milestone tonight. It’s 
hard to believe that more than a third of those 
games — 193, including tonight — have come with 
the Hurricanes. Skjei is the 11th defenseman from 
the 2012 draft to reach 500 games. 

 The Canes don’t play often on Valentine’s Day, but 
when they do, things generally don’t go well. It’s 
been 23 years since their last road win on February 
14. I don’t know why you needed to know this, but 
now you do. You’re welcome. 

 Antti Raanta, who will probably get the start tonight 
after Frederik Andersen had a night to forget 
against the Rangers, is on the verge of history. He 
has a personal 12-game point streak going, and if 
he earns a point tonight, he’ll break the club record 
for most games with a point, which he currently 
shares with the aforementioned Ward. Might as well 
get it out of the way tonight so as to not upstage 
Ward on Thursday, right? 

(A very brief) Storm Advisory 

 Finally, we have some details on the Stadium 
Series goings-on, and they’re pretty freaking sweet. 
Check out Kurt Dusterberg’s story, but here are 
some of the details from the NHL press release, in 
what sounds for all the world like the NHL meets 
College Gameday: 

In a first for an NHL outdoor game, NC State students in 
attendance will enjoy the entirety of the game from the field. 
In a fan zone on the south side of the stadium, the students 
and ESPN’s broadcast set will have front row seats to the 
Hurricanes-Capitals matchup and a first intermission musical 
performance on the NHL stage. The headline performer will 
be announced in the coming days. 
NC State’s marching band, the Power Sound of the South, 
and leaders will entertain fans throughout the game from the 
north side of the stadium, including a performance during the 
second intermission. The Power Sound of the South also will 
lead pregame festivities with a performance during the 
Hurricanes’ and Capitals’ player introductions. 
The opening ceremony will formally begin with a 
performance of the U.S. national anthem by the Power 
Sound of the South. American Sign Language (ASL) 
interpretation will be provided as part of the NHL’s season-
long partnership with P-X-P. Founder and CEO of P-X-P 
Brice Christianson will serve as ASL interpreter and Jason 
Altmann will serve as the ASL performer. NC State Joint 
ROTC Color Guard will present colors, while 60 veterans 
from the NFCU Veterans Showcase will be on skates to 
unfurl the U.S. flag. 
Ripken The Bat Dog, of NC State football and Durham Bulls 
fame, will lead the ceremonial puck drop. Erik Cole, Mike 
Commodore and Chad LaRose from the Hurricanes’ 2006 
Stanley Cup championship team will sound the storm siren to 
conclude the opening festivities.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/4192561/2023/02/14/nhl-trade-deadline-don-waddell/ 

https://theathletic.com/4168862/2023/02/14/top-nhl-goalie-prospects-2023-jesper-wallstedt/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/burnside-gary-bettman-on-the-canes-25th-season-in-north-carolina/c-340825784 

https://www.nhl.com/news/hurricanes-capitals-stadium-series-college-football-feel/c-341022394 
https://www.nhl.com/news/sitting-down-with-seattle-gm-ron-francis-talks-team-turnaround-2024-winter-classic/c-341009982 

https://www.northcarolinadaily.com/news/273520126/hurricanes-capitals-aim-for-more-consistency-out-of-break 
https://abc11.com/stadium-series-carolina-hurricanes-washington-capitals-nhl/12809098/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/14/23598733/carolina-hurricanes-washington-capitals-game-preview-statistics-notes-stadium-series-carter-
finley 
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NHL Stadium Series outdoor hockey game has Carter-Finley Stadium 
getting all dressed up 

 

Chip Alexander  

 

N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium is looking more and more like a 
hockey venue. 

A week after initial preparations began for the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
Stadium Series outdoor game against the Washington Capitals, the ice 
was down in the rink Monday, and Zamboni machines constantly on the 
move as work continued. 

The game will be played Saturday at 8 p.m. in the Wolfpack’s football 
stadium, which has been turned over to the NHL for the Hurricanes’ first 
outdoor appearance and the first outdoor hockey game in North Carolina. 

Steve Mayer, the league’s chief content officer and event producer, said 
Monday there had been no major problems or unexpected logistical 
issues arise in the first week in the stadium, which he said would hold 
about 57,000 for the game. 

“We’re on schedule and looking forward to Saturday,” Mayer said. “It’s 
going to be a beautiful day, perfect for hockey. Perfect.” 

NHL crews work on the ice rink at NC State’s Carter-Finley Stadium for 
the 2023 Stadium Series outdoor hockey game on Feb. 18 between the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Washington Capitals. Chip Alexander 

The forecast this week is for temperatures with highs in the 60s and low 
70s — possibly 77 on Thursday — but with a much cooler Saturday. The 
forecast high for game day is 52 degrees, which could make for 
temperatures in the 30’s or 40’s at game time. 

The one worrisome day is Friday, when the Canes and Caps are 
scheduled to hold practices on the outdoor rink and test out the ice 
surface. There’s a chance it could be a rainy day, with a high of 67 
degrees. 

There was rain on Sunday, but a Friday rain might be more problematic, 
forcing both teams inside for their practice sessions rather than the test 
run and also a chance take their families on the ice. 

“The rain (Sunday) actually helped us,” Mayer said. “We’re trying to build 
ice, building a level of ice, and we use the rain to our advantage, actually, 
just to build a little more ice up.” 

And a rainy Friday? 

“We’ll work with the teams and really it’s a real-time decision,” Mayer 
said. “We’re going to try to get them on the ice, but if the rain is 
significant we’ll probably move them into an indoor facility. 

“We don’t want to. We want to get them out there and at least get a feel 
for it, But we also want to preserve the ice for Saturday’s game. So we’ll 
make that decision minute by minute. Right now, it’s trending to be a 
50/50 decision.” 

NC State athletic director Boo Corrigan, right, and Steve Mayer, event 
producer for the NHL, answer media questions Monday about the 2023 
Stadium Series game at NC State’s Carter-Finley Stadium between the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Washington Capitals. Chip Alexander 

‘We were all in’ 

Joining Mayer at Monday’s media availability was N.C. State athletic 
director Boo Corrigan, who said allowing an outdoor hockey game to be 
staged at Carter-Finley and hosted by the Hurricanes was an easy 
decision. 

“When it first came up we were like, ‘Yes, let’s do this,’” Corrigan said. 
“It’s a chance to bring something new, different and exciting to the area. 
We were all in. 

“It’s a celebration. Everybody wants to be on the biggest stage and from 
a hockey standpoint this is about as big a stage as you’re going to find. 
… And at the end of it you’re creating memories and that’s always a win.” 

Mayer said the NHL will pay N.C. State a fee for the use of the stadium 
and to replace the football field after the event. Neither Mayer nor 
Corrigan said how much those fees would be. 

“We’ve worked out a fair deal,” Mayer said. 

Corrigan called it a “really good partnership.” 

One concern is traffic on game day and Mayer’s advice, as expected, 
was for fans to arrive early. The parking lot gates open at 2 p.m., and 
Mayer said a free concert would be held about 4 p.m. outside the 
stadium. 
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The Canes and Caps will arrive at the stadium — “A big deal at these 
games,” Mayer said — about 5:15 p.m, 45 minutes before the stadium 
gates open. 

“It’s going to be a party but there’s going to be a lot of people here,” 
Mayer said. “I think this is one of the fastest selling games we’ve ever 
had. That says a lot about Raleigh, about Carolina and the interest in the 
game.” 
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Caps’ Stadium Series game will channel college football atmosphere 

 

BY BIJAN TODD 

 

College football, meet professional hockey. 

The NHL has unveiled a rendering of the college football gameday vibe 
for the league’s 2023 Stadium Series game between the Washington 
Capitals and the Carolina Hurricanes. Taking place on Feb. 18 at Carter-
Finley Stadium in Raleigh (the home stadium for NC State’s football 
team), the game will be littered with nods to college football, the history of 
the Hurricanes, and more. 

“The outdoor hockey game will share the field with NC State students, 
the university's marching band, musical performances, and special 
appearances by NC State legends and members of the Hurricanes' 2006 
Stanley Cup championship team,” read a league press release. 

The @NHL reveals rendering and game day entertainment plans for 
2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL #StadiumSeries in Raleigh. 

More on how the sold-out event will embrace the college game day and 
tailgating atmosphere: https://t.co/AESCHswRnS 
pic.twitter.com/5Vr4fqT5J5— NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) 
February 13, 2023 

“In a first for an NHL outdoor game, NC State students in attendance will 
enjoy the entirety of the game from the field,” the release continued. “In a 
fan zone on the south side of the stadium, the students and ESPN's 
broadcast set will have front row seats to the Hurricanes-Capitals 
matchup and a first intermission musical performance on the NHL stage.” 

NC State’s marching band, the Power Sound of the South, will be 
providing musical undertones throughout the game, including a special 
performance during the second intermission. To hammer home the 
college football atmosphere, “Ripken The Bat Dog, of NC State football 
and Durham Bulls fame, will lead the ceremonial puck drop.” 

Fans attending the game in Raleigh can also enjoy a special pregame 
fan festival at the parking lot of PNC Arena throughout the day leading up 
to the 8 p.m. puck drop. A sold-out crowd of 57,000+ fans is expected to 
attend the matchup, close to 1,000 of whom will be NC State students. 

For those Caps fans who are not able to trek down to North Carolina to 
watch the game in person, NBC Sports Washington will deliver expanded 
coverage of the event starting the evening prior.  

Though the game itself will air on ABC, NBCSW's coverage will begin on 
Friday, Feb. 17 with 'Friday Night Live at the Stadium Series' from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. The show will provide an all-access preview of the Capitals' 
matchup against the Hurricanes and feature interviews with coaches, 
players and their families. 

Immediately after Friday Night Live, NBCSW will air the premiere of 'The 
Gr8 Chase: Passing Mr. Hockey,' a one-hour special looking at Alex 
Ovechkin’s chase and ultimate passing of Gordie Howe on the NHL’s all-
time goals list. Capitals Pregame Live will begin at 7 p.m. on Saturday 

and will include a full hour-long preview of the game and a look back at 
previous outdoor events in which the Capitals have participated. 
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Watch NBCSW's expanded coverage of Capitals' Stadium Series 

 

BY NBC SPORTS WASHINGTON STAFF 

 

The Capitals will take on their Metropolitan division rival, the Carolina 
Hurricanes, at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, NC as 2023's NHL 
Stadium Series game. Outside of the marquee matchup between two 
playoff-caliber teams, Capitals fans can expect expanded coverage 
surrounding the main event on Saturday night.  

The Capitals have announced the practice and media availability 
schedule for the 2023 Stadium Series along with details of 
@NBCSWashington's expanded coverage of the weekend. 
https://t.co/Spz55ndgLT— Washington Capitals (@Capitals) February 
13, 2023 

NBC Sports Washington will bring pre-and-post game coverage with 
Capitals Pregame Live (7 p.m. on Feb. 18) and Capitals Postgame Live 
immediately following the game. The game broadcast will be available on 
ABC and ESPN+. 

Beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, February 17, coverage will begin with 
Friday Night Live at the Stadium Series, hosted by Alexa Landestoy, Alan 
May and Al Koken. Fans can expect a comprehensive preview of 
Capitals vs. Hurricanes as well as interviews with coaches, players and 
their families.  

Following Friday Night Live at the Stadium Series, NBC Sports 
Washington will premiere The Gr8 Chase: Passing Mr. Hockey, a one-
hour special highlighting Alex Ovechkin scoring goal No. 800 and then 
passing Gordie Howe on the NHL's all-time goals list by scoring career 
goal No. 802 on December 23, 2022.  

There will be a re-air of The Gr8 Chase: Passing Mr. Hockey at 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday leading up to Pregame Live. 

2023 STADIUM SERIES COVERAGE ON NBC SPORTS 
WASHINGTON 

Friday, February 17 

6:30-7:30 p.m.: Friday Night Live at the Stadium Series 

7:30-8:30 p.m.: The Gr8 Chase: Passing Mr. Hockey 

Saturday, February 18 

6:00-7:00 p.m.: The Gr8 Chase: Passing Mr. Hockey (re-air) 

7:00-8:00 p.m.: Capitals Pregame Live 

After Caps vs. Canes: Capitals Postgame Live 
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Stu Cowan: Canadiens' Jordan Harris great on the ice, but better off it 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 
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Jordan Harris’s parents, Peter and Ginny, must be very, very proud of 
their son. 

The Canadiens defenceman is having an impressive rookie season and 
recently signed a new two-year contract worth US$2.8 million. On 
Sunday afternoon, Harris scored two goals, logged 23:15 of ice time and 
finished with plus-4 differential in a 6-2 win over the Edmonton Oilers at 
the Bell Centre. 

HI/O: Montreal's Road to the Cup 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

Harris also played a key role — along with goalie Jake Allen — in 
shutting down Oilers superstar Connor McDavid, who had no points and 
was minus-3. Harris was named the game’s first star. 

McDavid leads the NHL in scoring with 42-55-97 totals in 54 games and 
was on a 15-game point streak. He was held off the scoresheet for only 
the sixth time this season. 

“To see him out there live — and I had a good amount of shifts against 
him — it’s insane what he does with the puck and with his speed and 
how his brain processes everything,” Harris said after the game. “I’ve 
never seen anything like it.” 

Harris has 3-10-13 totals in 49 games and is minus-1 while averaging 
18:30 of ice time, the fifth-most among NHL rookies. 

Apart from his performance on the ice, the 22-year-old is also one of the 
nicest young men I have met. He’s friendly, intelligent, articulate and so 
polite. 

As Rob Ramage, the Canadiens’ director of player development, put it at 
the start of training camp when talking about Harris: “He’s a wonderful 
young man. I’ve always said if he’s not a hockey player he could be a 
future president of the United States.” 

The first time I saw Harris was at the Canadiens’ 2018 development 
camp after they had selected the Haverhill, Mass., native in the third 
round (71st overall) of that year’s draft. He stood out because of his 
smooth skating and his ability to move the puck quickly while always 
keeping his head up. When I interviewed him back then, he also seemed 
like just a really nice kid. 

“I remember how exciting it was, but also a little intimidating because it’s 
the Canadiens and it’s my first development camp,” Harris recalled after 
Sunday’s game. “I was coming out of high school and there was a lot of 
top prospects there. It’s crazy to think how far I’ve come since then, but 
also how quick it has come. I’m really fortunate to be part of the team for 
a couple of more years and hopefully I’ll stay longer.” 

After that development camp, Harris spent four years at Northeastern 
University, where he became captain of the Huskies and earned a 
degree in business administration. 

Now he’s becoming a millionaire with his new contract that will pay him 
US$1.4 million in each of the next two seasons, a nice raise from his 
US$842,500 this season. 

But Harris is still that really nice kid I remember from development camp. 

“I try to really stay in the present,” Harris said when asked about his new 
contract. “But to think of that, it’s a dream come true just to be able to 
play hockey for a living. I would play hockey for free and so the money to 
me it’s great but, at the same time, that’s never my main focus. I take 
more pride in the finished product on the ice.” 

During the all-star break, Harris took his girlfriend, Codie Cross, and his 
mother on vacation in Mexico. Harris met Cross at Northeastern, where 
she was a defenceman on the women’s hockey team. 

“I’ve never gone on a vacation like that ever,” Harris said. “Only weekend 
trips here and there. As a kid, all of our extra money went to tournaments 

and whatnot. So that was really special just to relax and enjoy the 
moment and use the money for experiences. I’m not really a big material 
guy.” 

Harris chuckled thinking back to his first NHL game last April in Tampa 
when his new teammates told him he should put $500 “on the board.” 
Putting money on the board is an NHL tradition with the money intended 
to fire up teammates when a player is playing his first game or facing his 
former team for the first time. A victory means that money goes into the 
team’s general event fund for parties, etc. 

“It was half of my bank account,” Harris said. “I was like: ‘Really, $500?’ I 
didn’t know what money on the board was and they explained it.” 

The Canadiens beat the Lightning 5-4 in a shootout with Allen in goal. 

Allen is the father of three young daughters and after Sunday’s game I 
asked him as a parent what would make him most proud about Harris. 

“He’s just a good person,” the 32-year-old goalie said. “I think that’s first 
and foremost … you want good people in your organization. Everyone’s 
a good hockey player, but it’s almost harder to find good people and 
good hockey players at the same time, and that’s really important. I think 
that’s No. 1.” 
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About Last Night: Habs score six, keep McDavid off scoresheet 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Special to Montreal Gazette 

 

Evgenii Dadonov and Jonathan Drouin each contributed two assists in 
the win. Jake Allen made 29 saves for his first win since Jan 7. Arber 
Xhekaj left the game following a fight with Vincent Desharnais and did 
not return. 

Former Hab defenceman Brett Kulak received a video tribute in his return 
to Montreal. 

C'est bon de te revoir, Brett! 

Welcome back, Brett!#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/GW5Lkb25l8 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) February 12, 2023 

Belzile opened scoring with his first in the NHL. It was the lone goal in the 
first period. 

Belz va se souvenir de celui-là pour toujours! 

Belz will remember this one forever!#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/gzxFPOQITs 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) February 12, 2023 

Early in the second, the Canadiens kept McDavid out for a two-minute 
shift in his own end, and Jordan Harris made the Oilers pay with one-
timer goal from a sharp angle to give Montreal a 2-0 lead. 

Quel but dans un angle presque impossible! 

Making @GoNUmhockey proud!#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/6AJnwnmCCs 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) February 12, 2023 

Then with the man-advantage, Josh Anderson scored his 15th on the 
season from just outside the crease. 

Un 15e but cette saison pour Josh! 
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15th goal of the season for Josh!#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/Wbh2YWMX79 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) February 12, 2023 

Evander Kane tried to rally his troops, and Xhekaj ended up dropping the 
gloves with big defenceman Desharnais. It didn’t look good as Xhekaj 
rushed to the dressing room afterward. During the next intermission, the 
team announced his night was over. 

Things are getting heated between the Canadiens and the Oilers   
pic.twitter.com/4e3mv1RB5D 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) February 12, 2023 

Montreal then ran into penalty trouble, which you can’t do against the 
vaunted Oiler offence. With a man already in the box and another one 
pending, Leon Draisaitl put Edmonton on the board amid confusion in 
front of the net. Coach Martin St. Louis pondered a goalie interference 
challenge, but would you really want to risk a 5-on-3 for Edmonton? Habs 
remained up 3-1. 

Leon Draisaitl capitalizes on the chaos to get the Oilers on the board   
pic.twitter.com/kip4UXSwzN 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) February 12, 2023 

Montreal would find themselves down two men in the box anyway, but 
Kane would score just as the second one expired to push Edmonton to 
within one. A tough break for the hard-working penalty killing unit. 

Kane zips it home   pic.twitter.com/TvA1GUziX9 

— Edmonton Oilers (@EdmontonOilers) February 12, 2023 

The Oilers looked primed for a comeback, but the Habs regained their 
two-goal lead with another power play goal in the closing minutes of the 
second period. Rafaël Harvey-Pinard deflected a Mike Matheson point 
shot to make it 4-2 after 40 minutes. 

Six buts en neuf matchs pour Rafaël cette saison! 

Sixth goal in nine games for RHP this season!#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/PCqUg4Q8Eh 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) February 12, 2023 

The Montreal defence made significant contributions on offence over the 
weekend. In the third period, Harris potted his second after Joel Armia 
dropped it back to extend Montreal’s lead to three. 

On t'aime comme tu es, Jordan   

Jordan being Jordan #GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/6MJUx8hCw4 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) February 12, 2023 

Then on the penalty kill, Kirby Dach outmuscled Evan Bouchard, deked 
out Kane and found Christian Dvorak alone in front, who blasted the puck 
past Stuart Skinner. It was Dvorak’s first goal in 20 games, and his 200th 
career point. On Super Bowl Sunday, the Habs scored a touchdown on 
Edmonton, winning 6-2. 

Livraison spéciale de Kirbae à Christian   

Special delivery from Kirbae to Christian#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/klrFYQtR3Y 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) February 12, 2023 

Did the New York Islanders and Edmonton Oilers underestimate the 
Canadiens this weekend? Or did Montreal come out of the bye week 
motivated to play spoiler? General manager Kent Hughes ought to be 
pleased by the recent offensive contributions from veterans Mike 
Hoffman, Drouin, Dadonov and Armia: could they become potentially 
moveable assets as the trade deadline approaches? 

The Liveblog commenters were mostly thinking about the health of 
Xhekaj, who logged more minutes than usual against the Islanders and 
appeared ready to do it again before his day was cut short. If he’s out for 
a significant amount of time, his offensive and physical attributes will be 
greatly missed. 

3. “Unlike the other lottery teams that are trying to be bad, the Canadiens 
aren’t built to lose 10 in a row, I just don’t see Chicago, Arizona, 
Anaheim, San Jose, or Columbus passing us or being anywhere close to 
us at seasons end.” -Ryan Katz 

2. “It may seem like I am a Drouin fan with these last two posts, but I 
have to admit: whatever his faults, he can pass with the best of them. 
Nice cross-ice feed.” -Michael Way 

1. “The Habs score 10 goals in 2 games!” -Michael Paul 
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Basu and Godin: Alex Belzile’s first Canadiens goal gets announced by 
his dream voice 

 

Arpon Basu, Marc Antoine Godin  

 

Alex Belzile was beaming, talking about his first NHL goal scored at age 
31, the oldest Canadiens player to get that milestone since Herb 
Gardiner did it at age 35 in 1926. The fact it happened so early in the 
game against the Edmonton Oilers meant Belzile had to keep it together 
for a long time, but once the Canadiens made it 6-2 with a little more than 
10 minutes left, he allowed himself to cherish the moment a little bit. 

Belz va se souvenir de celui-là pour toujours! 

Belz will remember this one forever!#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/gzxFPOQITs 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) February 12, 2023 

As Belzile was talking in the dressing room, Bell Centre PA announcer 
Michel Lacroix walked over, listening in on the media scrum. He was 
there to congratulate Belzile for the milestone goal, not realizing that the 
simple fact he announced it was all the congratulations Belzile needed. 

“It was such a great feeling to hear my name from the home announcer, 
Michel Lacroix,” Belzile said as he noticed Lacroix arrive. “It’s been a 
dream, I’ve heard him for a long time, so it was so fun. It’s a dream come 
true.” 

After he was done with his interviews, Belzile shook Lacroix’s hand and 
the two spoke for a few minutes. It is not uncommon for Lacroix to come 
to the Canadiens dressing room after a milestone goal is scored, but this 
was extra special to Belzile. 

Not because he has some special connection to Lacroix, but just 
because he is the voice he associates with hockey. 

“Well, it’s because I’m a die-hard hockey fan,” Belzile said afterward 
when asked why having Lacroix call his goal was so special to him. “It’s 
always been Michel Lacroix, and I’m just happy I was able to score here.” 

Belzile is loved in the Canadiens room because he has worked so hard 
to get here. 

Balayage du weekend   

Weekend sweep#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/kxlgCEEfDh 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) February 12, 2023 
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He recalled nights in the ECHL playing in front of 200 or 300 fans where 
he continued believing that someone might be watching that night, so 
he’d better give it everything. 

“He’s worked pretty hard to get this opportunity, waited a long time for it, 
and it’s definitely a big relief off his back,” Nick Suzuki said. “He’s been 
playing really well, he just hasn’t been able to score. We’re all super 
happy for him.” 

Jake Allen noted the extent to which having someone like Belzile in the 
organization is extremely valuable because of the example he sets in 
both the AHL and the NHL, the work ethic and professionalism he brings. 
His attitude is infectious. 

“I think Belz sets a good example down there, to be honest. I think that’s 
key for an American League team,” Allen said. “The league’s changed 
over the last five, seven years; it’s become more of a young gun league. 
When I started there were still a lot of 30-plus-year-olds, and it’s 
important to have those guys on those teams, and it’s not easy to find. 
Some guys at 33 or 34 don’t want to be slugging it out in the minors and 
putting in the good effort with the right principles and the right mindset. 

“This organization’s fortunate they have one of those guys with him.” 

When the Canadiens dressing room cleared out of reporters and even 
players, Jordan Harris sat down at his locker and exhaled. He had just 
had his first two-goal game of his career — he only had two career goals 
coming into the game Sunday — and he did it in front of his mother who 
was in town to see her son be named first star of the game. 

But the first thing he said after allowing things to fully sink in, after finally 
being alone following 10 or 15 minutes of interviews, had nothing to do 
with any of that. 

“Man,” he said to a Canadiens staffer, “I’m just so happy for Belz.” 

Laval is the moment. pic.twitter.com/JShyWuzIJr 

— American Hockey League (@TheAHL) February 9, 2023 

The Rocket got a ton of positive visibility with the AHL All-Star Game 

The gap between the NHL and AHL All-Star Games could be measured 
in several different ways this year. While the NHL stars were happy to 
lounge in the sunshine of Florida, the AHL All-Stars arrived in Laval to 
face arctic temperatures of roughly minus-40 degrees Celsius. 

The talent pool and glamour of each event were obviously not 
comparable. 

But the gap probably didn’t favour the league the way you would think 
when it came to the public appreciation of the show. In Sunrise, the NHL 
All-Star Game was criticized for the number of empty seats, many of 
which were reserved for corporate clients who simply didn’t use them. 

“I think the skills can be a bit different,” Canadiens All-Star Nick Suzuki 
said. “It’s kind of a long evening for most people, I guess. I know the 
reaction online wasn’t that good about it.” 

In Laval, Place Bell was sold out all weekend and the seats were actually 
full. Whether it was for the skills competition or the game between 
divisions, there was fun in the air. The AHL had a great idea to remove 
the glass on the sides of the rink for the skills competition, allowing the 
fans to be even closer to the players on the ice. 

“The crowd is a big reason for it,” said Belzile, who played in his second 
AHL All-Star Game during the Canadiens’ bye week. “No matter the 
event, if the crowd’s not into it, it’s not as much fun. At Place Bell, it’s 
jumping. I’ve been everywhere in the league, and there are not a lot of 
places like that. 

“Our division didn’t win, but the guys on the bench and the teammates 
from other teams were saying, ‘what’s going on here?’ They’re not used 
to this. For the guys from the Pacific Division who have no idea what 
Place Bell is and never come here, it really opened their eyes.” 

In that sense, having the AHL All-Star Game in Laval could have a 
secondary benefit for the Rocket, who were heavily complimented by 
AHL commissioner Scott Howson for the event. The Rocket don’t face 
any teams from the Pacific Division this season and don’t play the 
majority of teams in the Central Division either. 

Quality AHL veterans still hoping to reach the NHL are an important 
element of any AHL team and competition can be high when it comes 
time to sign them as free agents. Belzile felt the Rocket used the All-Star 
Weekend as a calling card for those players, and word will get around. 

“I would say that a guy who wants to sign in the east, if he saw Place 
Bell, it can’t hurt,” he said. “The baths, the gyms, the saunas, the meals 
— we’re spoiled rotten. In his rookie year, (Rafaël) Harvey-Pinard got 
here thinking this was standard. I told him, ‘Hey, you have no idea how 
lucky you are.’” 

Rafaël Harvey-Pinard’s path to the NHL was wearing Oilers colours 
Sunday 

Harvey-Pinard scored his sixth goal of the season against the Oilers on 
Sunday, and in so doing further cemented what has been a trait of his 
that’s become impossible to ignore: He plays very well with good players. 

There have always been guys like this in the NHL — those who might not 
necessarily be quite as skilled as the star players, but who complement 
those players extremely well. One of the best in NHL history stands 
behind the Canadiens’ bench every night in Alex Burrows, but there was 
also another facing the Canadiens on Sunday that should serve as some 
inspiration for Harvey-Pinard. 

Oilers forward Zach Hyman made the NHL as a free agent after four 
seasons of college hockey at the University of Michigan on Feb. 29, 
2016. He was 23 at the time, or just under a year older than Harvey-
Pinard was when he made his NHL debut on Dec. 28, 2021. Hyman, 
however, quickly established himself in the NHL through his ability to play 
with Auston Matthews in Toronto, and that complementary style for a 
superstar player is what made Hyman so attractive to the Oilers as a free 
agent, brought in to play largely with Connor McDavid. Hyman rewarded 
that confidence with a career-high 27 goals last season, a total he’s 
already matched in 23 fewer games this season. 

Many of the things Hyman does well are things Harvey-Pinard does well 
also, but that’s not what’s important. It’s being able to understand how 
good players think that allows Hyman to succeed, and Harvey-Pinard 
appears to share that same trait. 

“You’re right, you’re on the right path,” Belzile said when presented this 
theory on Harvey-Pinard. “Guys like that are so effective because, first 
off, they are highly intelligent guys, and it takes intelligence to play with 
the best players. They are often very good puck retrievers on the 
forecheck, all the 50-50 battles, we joke around and say they’re 80-20. 
The stick work, that’s an art; a skill that can be practiced. 

“But guys like Hyman, like Connor Brown in Washington, (Ondrej) Palat, 
guys with that style are so underrated in my books. And that’s the type of 
player Raf is too. Now people are getting to know him, but I’ve played 
with him for two years, and he has an incredible future ahead of him.” 

Jake Allen was presented with the same theory and disagreed 
somewhat, saying Hyman, thanks to his size, can play close to the net a 
bit more than Harvey-Pinard, but Allen saw the potential for Harvey-
Pinard to score more often from the outside by using his one-on-one play 
more than Hyman does. In terms of his ability to play with good players, 
Allen saw the similarity. 

“It’s all about opportunity,” Allen said. “This is his chance. Without all 
these injuries, he wouldn’t have had a chance on the top line or the top 
power play. So this is his door, and he’s opened it, and it’s wide open 
now. 

“Even if guys come back, I think he’s proven himself that he should be 
playing that position.” 

A merit-based goalie rotation is coming 
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When both Canadiens goalies have been healthy this season, Allen has 
played roughly two-thirds of the time. But Martin St. Louis showed an 
openness last week to making an adjustment to that. The game Saturday 
against the New York Islanders began a stretch of 31 games in 62 days 
— including 16 games in March alone with a trip to California thrown in 
there — and it was the first of six sets of back-to-back games they will 
play before the end of the season. 

“We’ll let the performances speak to us, and we’ll take it game by game,” 
St. Louis said of his goalie usage last Thursday. “I feel like (Sam 
Montembeault) has showed that he can play more games. So I think 
we’re just going to take it game by game. I can’t tell you that it’s going to 
be an even split, I don’t know.” 

At the end of November, when Allen was struggling and Montembeault 
was shining, St. Louis showed no hesitation in calling Allen his No. 1 
goalie. It’s a title that Allen himself is not ready to fully accept. 

“I think Sam has put himself right in that group that wants to take this 
team to the next level, and where the Montreal Canadiens want to go,” 
Allen said Jan. 25 as he prepared to return from injury. “And I’m happy to 
see it because I understand the situation. I’m a realist. I’m not going to be 
the guy in the future.” 

Allen was excellent Sunday against the Oilers. He was facing a team with 
much more firepower than the Islanders team Montembeault faced on 
Saturday and therefore got the more difficult matchup of the two. But 
giving more rope to the goalie that’s performing better is a change in 
policy for St. Louis. He didn’t justify it by citing a development need to 
give Montembeault more starts to get a better idea of what he can do. 
He’s decided instead to move forward based on results. 

“Sometimes you have a hot goalie and it’s hard to take him out, but you 
have to watch the workload, so it’s a balance,” he said. “One of the big 
reasons why (Cayden) Primeau didn’t play when he was up here was 
that Sam was playing so well it was hard not to play him. And on top of 
that, the games were spread out, there were no back-to-backs at that 
time.” 

A development-based approach would mean playing Montembeault more 
than Allen, but St. Louis has never appeared interested in taking that 
lane. When Allen’s role as the No. 1 was put in question in November, St. 
Louis seemed to want to avoid having a veteran who is well-liked by his 
teammates and who signed a contract extension prior to the season have 
his situation crippled by a simple rough stretch. 

So yes, this approach seems to favour results over development. But if 
Montembeault continues to shine, he will confirm management’s 
confidence in him, which would benefit the future as well. And if Allen 
plays the bulk of the games, meaning he is performing well enough to 
earn it, he might become an interesting chip ahead of the trade deadline. 

So long as one of the two is playing well, the Canadiens come out the big 
winners. 

Paul Byron’s doing well and smiling again 

Paul Byron still regularly attends Canadiens games. He was at the Bell 
Centre over the weekend, bringing his kids along for the afternoon 
games, and was in the dressing room after the overtime win against the 
Islanders on Saturday with some good news to share. 

Byron says his situation with his hip is slowly improving, and he’s 
encouraged by it. The pain he felt playing with his kids is no longer as 
prevalent, and he’s taken a step on his road back to possibly playing 
again. 

“I’ve started skating,” he said with a smile. “Nothing too serious, but I’m 
skating.” 

It’s been an extremely frustrating time for Byron since having surgery on 
his left hip in June of 2021. He returned to play 27 games last season, 
but finished the year on the injured list and in October it was determined 
he would not be ready to play this season either and would be placed on 
long-term injured reserve. 

He remains hopeful to resume playing at some point, but Byron’s 
contract with the Canadiens is up this season and he’ll turn 34 on April 
27. There’s even a slight possibility his contract gets traded before the 
deadline to allow a team to do some cap maneuvering. 

In short, Byron’s playing future is blurry right now. But his future as a 
father and as a person is looking up, because the pain he’s lived with for 
years appears to be subsiding. Whether he ever plays again or not 
seems secondary to that very important development. 
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As Blues morph ahead of trade deadline, could Robert Thomas shift into 
a leadership role? 

 

Matthew DeFranks  

 

Robert Thomas isn’t going anywhere in the next decade — except across 
the dressing room. 

When the Blues returned from the All-Star break on Saturday against 
Arizona, Thomas found himself in a new stall in the dressing room at 
Enterprise Center. It was the one formerly occupied by Vladimir 
Tarasenko, who was traded to the Rangers last week. 

“I kind of wanted a new one for a little while. Unfortunately, that was the 
way it kind of worked out.” 

Thomas’ old spot at the arena put him squarely in the middle of the 
circular end of the Blues’ horseshoe-shaped dressing room. It was 
almost the farthest spot from the ice, from the board at the head of the 
room, from some of his teammates. 

“I was so far away from everything,” he said. 

While his new spot in Tarasenko’s old, more central stall (in the middle of 
the room beside captain Ryan O’Reilly) is more of a functional change, it 
could serve a more symbolic purpose for Thomas’ role in the franchise 
moving forward. His eight-year contract extension will begin next season, 
and he’ll be the face of the franchise for the next decade, the top-line 
center entering his prime years. 

The Blues have bet on Thomas and Jordan Kyrou being their 
cornerstones on the ice. But does Thomas now receive more 
responsibility to lead? 

“I think that’s been a conversation for a while where we want him to take 
a bigger bite of everything and work to become a good leader,” Blues 
coach Craig Berube said. “First and foremost, if you want to be a good 
leader, you’ve got to make sure that you’re the hardest working guy on 
the ice, out in practices and in games and things like that. 

“Definitely, we’re all working on it with him together and we’ve got to keep 
doing it.” 

Even though Thomas is only 23 years old, he’s in his fifth season in the 
NHL and has worn an “A” as an alternate captain at points this season. 
When Tarasenko and O’Reilly were injured, Thomas wore a letter for six 
games. 

In the Arizona game, after Tarasenko’s trade, Brayden Schenn and 
Colton Parayko wore letters, in addition to O’Reilly’s customary “C.” 
Berube said Monday morning the Blues would leave it that way. 

“I’m not in a hurry to do anything with it,” Berube said. 

And if O’Reilly does get dealt before the March 3 trade deadline, Thomas 
could step further into the Blues leadership group. When asked if the 
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Tarasenko trade pushed him more towards a leadership role, Thomas 
said “maybe a little, but not really.” 

“I think this year, I’ve been trying to be more of a leader, on the ice, off 
the ice,” Thomas said. “We have a ton of great leaders here, so there’s a 
lot of guys that have stepped up throughout the year with injuries and 
stuff like that. I wouldn’t say that trade organically made anything 
different. It’s been something a lot of us have been trying to do this whole 
year.” 

As the Blues tinker with their roster at the trade deadline and in the 
summer, Thomas will be one of the mainstays unconcerned about being 
moved . He’s a former first-round draft pick playing on a cheap bridge 
deal, and about to enter his massive extension. He’s one of the pieces to 
build around, not to shop around. 

Thomas captained the London Knights during his final season of junior 
hockey before making the jump to the NHL and becoming one of the 
Blues’ most productive players, even as the teenage rookie on the 2019 
Stanley Cup championship team. 

On Sunday, he hosted the team’s Super Bowl party for the second time, 
joining Jordan Binnington (Halloween) and O’Reilly (Christmas) as hosts 
for team parties. 

“Obviously, he’s on the quieter side of guys, but at the same time, he 
leads by example and plays hard,” Schenn said. “It’s a thing you’re 
always learning from someone or learning in this league, and he’s going 
to be a leader in this league for a long time. That’s the first sign of it.” 

Schenn, 31, is a 14-year veteran of the NHL who has worn a letter for the 
Blues in each of the last three seasons and is signed for five more 
seasons after this one. How did he learn to be a leader? 

“I think it just comes with trying to do the right things, and do the right 
things for the team is the main thing,” Schenn said. “When you build 
leadership and culture, taking care of teammates, I feel like that stuff 
goes a long way. For me, you don’t try and be anything you’re not. That’s 
the main thing. You just try and be a good team guy and it just comes 
with time.” 

Thomas said: “The best way to it is on the ice. That’s the way I’ve found 
leadership to be the best, is by example — the way you play the game, 
the way you prepare your teammates on the ice.” 

Or maybe with a subtle move across the room. 

“Right to Vladi’s spot,” Schenn said. “In the middle now and that’s where 
he wanted to be.” 
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Blues notebook: Club tries to carry forward penalty-killing success 
despite personnel changes 

 

Matthew DeFranks  

 

For five weeks, the Blues had the best penalty-killing unit in the league. 
Now, they’re trying to find a way to keep the success going despite being 
without some of their key penalty killers. 

Entering their 6-5 overtime win Saturday over the Coyotes, the Blues had 
killed 88.6% of penalties since Jan. 4, tops in the league and barely 
outpacing the two best teams overall in the league (Boston and 
Carolina). But Arizona scored twice on the man-advantage, marking the 
first time since Dec. 15 that the Blues allowed two power play goals. 

Nick Schmaltz scored in the first period, and Nick Bjugstad’s third-period 
goal pulled the Coyotes within one goal. 

“I didn’t think we were aggressive enough in the situations, like off the 
faceoff (before Bjugstad’s goal),” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “So 
that second goal, we’re out there but we’re not continuing to go. We kind 
of backed off and let them have time. They made a quick play and we’ve 
got to have that covered better than that. Our routes weren’t great on the 
PK, and just our pressure (too).” 

The Blues will have to make do without Niko Mikkola, who was traded to 
the Rangers with Vladimir Tarasenko last week. Mikkola was one of the 
team’s most used penalty killers and, at the time he was dealt, led the 
team by averaging 1:51 per game shorthanded. 

The Blues also have made Robert Bortuzzo (averaging 1:45 
shorthanded) a healthy scratch coming out of the break, favoring rookie 
Tyler Tucker in his place. Tucker has not been used on the PK regularly, 
though Berube said he “definitely” wants to have him there more. 

“He does a good job in the minors killing,” Berube said. “I know it’s a 
different kill, but I definitely want to get him involved with that and get him 
more ice time.” 

Tucker and Torey Krug were the only Blues defensemen not play on the 
penalty-killing unit against Arizona. The absence of Mikkola and Bortuzzo 
also forced Calle Rosen into more of a penalty-killing role, and his 2:16 of 
shorthanded time on ice Saturday was his second-most this season. 

Overall, the Blues penalty killing ranks 25th (75.4%). 

Kyrou ready 

Blues forward Jordan Kyrou practiced Monday morning after he missed 
the end of Saturday’s game while in concussion protocol after being hit 
by Schmaltz with 5:47 left in the third period. 

Kyrou was pulled from the game by the concussion spotter, and did not 
play in overtime. He was on his normal line with Brayden Schenn and 
Robert Thomas during Monday’s practice. 

Juuso Valimaki was called for holding Kyrou on the play, but Schmaltz 
was not called for a penalty. If he was, the Blues would have gotten a 
two-minute five-on-three power play. 

“I never got a look at the replay, but I thought I got hit in the head a little 
bit,” Kyrou said. “So I’m sure they could’ve called another one.” 

Kyrou missed two games before Christmas after being hit by 
Vancouver’s Kyle Burroughs late in the third period of a Dec. 19 game. 

Familiar face 

When Berube watched the Super Bowl on Sunday, he saw an old friend: 
Chiefs coach Andy Reid. 

Berube’s time playing for and coaching the Philadelphia Flyers 
overlapped with Reid’s tenure as the Eagles head coach, which ran from 
1999 to 2012. Berube played for the Flyers in 1999-2000 and joined the 
organization as a minor-league assistant coach in 2004. 

“He’d come in the room and hang out with us,” Berube said. “He’s a great 
guy. He loves to come in and talk and tell stories and stuff like that. (Ken 
Hitchcock) knew him really well, too. He’s awesome. Obviously 
exchanged phone calls and texts when they won before, when we won 
the Chiefs were following us.” 

On Saturday, when asked about the Super Bowl, Berube said he thought 
the Eagles were the better team, but the Chiefs had the best player. 

“Andy Reid is a special coach, we all know that,” Berube said. “He made 
some great adjustments going into the second half. Mahomes is 
Mahomes. I said the best player is on the Kansas City Cheifs. He was 
the best player.” 

Monday’s practice lineup 

Forwards 

Brandon Saad — Ryan O’Reilly — Pavel Buchnevich 
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Brayden Schenn — Robert Thomas — Jordan Kyrou 

Sammy Blais — Noel Acciari — Ivan Barbashev 

Alexey Toropchenko — Nathan Walker — Tyler Pitlick 

Logan Brown, Josh Leivo 

Defensemen 

Nick Leddy — Colton Parayko 

Torey Krug — Justin Faulk 

Tyler Tucker — Calle Rosen 

Marco Scandella — Robert Bortuzzo 

Goaltenders 

Jordan Binnington 

Thomas Greiss 
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What I’m hearing about Ryan O’Reilly’s future with the Blues and trade 
market 

 

Jeremy Rutherford  

 

With Vladimir Tarasenko gone to New York, Blues captain Ryan O’Reilly 
is next up on the “to-do” list. 

Trade him or re-sign him? 

If you ask that question around the NHL, the overwhelming response is 
that they should move him before the NHL’s March 3 trade deadline. 
They got a good return for Tarasenko, they can get something similar for 
one of the top centers on the trade market, and they’d be silly to re-sign 
the 32-year-old to a long-term contract extension. 

And all of that makes sense — but the decision is hardly that clear-cut for 
Blues general manager Doug Armstrong. 

O’Reilly’s stat line this season (11 goals and six assists in 38 games) and 
analytics point to a steep decline in his career arc, but that doesn’t take 
into account a few things: 

• With so many veterans holding long-term, untradeable contracts, 
Armstrong may not be able to go into a retool or full rebuild, and keeping 
O’Reilly in the fold might be better than the alternative. Even if he’s 
underperforming offensively, he still relishes playing against opponents’ 
best lines — and what other options do the Blues have defensively? 

• At one point this season, Blues coach Craig Berube admitted that his 
club lost its culture, and while that was with O’Reilly as captain, are the 
Blues ready to turn the show over to Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou? 
The two youngsters are being paid like leaders, with eight-year, $65 
million deals kicking in next season, but are they ready to actually lead? 

• O’Reilly told The Athletic in a recent exclusive interview that there had 
been preliminary dialogue on a possible contract extension in St. Louis 
and that he’d be open to a team-friendly contract with the Blues — with 
an understandable caveat. “Yeah, I want to make it work,” he said. “But I 
also want to hold my value, too.” 

Exclusive: Blues’ Ryan O’Reilly on trade talk, contract extension: ‘I want 
to be here’ #stlblues https://t.co/Vi0Oo9X64F 

— Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) January 26, 2023 

But any argument about what to do with O’Reilly, who does not have a 
no-trade clause, has to come back to what the Blues could get for him 
before the deadline, which is now just over two weeks away. 

Here’s what I’m hearing about all of those things, along with his future in 
St. Louis. 

It’s fun but challenging to decipher Armstrong’s intentions when listening 
to him talk, as we did after the Tarasenko trade last week. The GM is on 
a 15-day scouting trip in Europe — he’ll be back Tuesday — and did a 
conference call with reporters. 

In that interview, Armstrong said a few things that had fans, and media, 
attempting to translate afterward. 

Armstrong: “We had a good season last year. We were trying to wrangle 
another year out of this group. I think when you go back to our successful 
season in ’19, we were a veteran team and we won as a veteran team. 
We’ve been able to hang onto that group for three more years. This year 
was obviously the end of that era. So now it’s officially an end of an era.” 

Translation: If it’s an end of an era, that means it’s over for O’Reilly and 
the Blues. 

Armstrong: “We’re trying to have players that can complement guys 
sooner than later, so your first thing is to get a proven young player. 
Those are always harder to do. So a first-round pick is something our 
amateur guys are excited to have. I think what it does, (is) it also gives 
you the ability to package that and whatever pick we may have to move 
up a few slots. It also gives us the ability to potentially trade that for NHL-
proven or ready players. So first-round picks are big-time equity in the 
NHL, and now we have two firsts.” 

Translation: The more draft picks, the better, and with another first-round 
pick in a potential O’Reilly trade, the Blues would have more big-time 
equity. 

Armstrong: “Ryan is our captain. I’m a big fan of Ryan. He and I talk 
behind closed doors, and I’m going to keep it there. He knows how I feel 
about him.” 

Translation: Armstrong and O’Reilly have spoken, and the GM has told 
the captain he loves him, but it’s a business. 

Armstrong, asked if he’s finished trading: “Finished for tonight. The trade 
deadline is early March, and I, like 31 other managers, have to stay in 
contact and find out what’s available and what makes sense. I’m not 
looking to rush to do anything.” 

Translation: Give me your best offer, and if not, I’ll sit here and wait. 

It's good to have you back, Captain! #stlblues 
pic.twitter.com/8s0nX8dWVt 

— St. Louis Blues (@StLouisBlues) February 12, 2023 

Those translations all make it sound like the Blues are going to trade 
O’Reilly, but as mentioned, it’s not that clear-cut. 

As O’Reilly said, there have been talks between the Blues and his camp. 
There appears to be a desire on both sides to find a way for him to stay, 
and there is a real possibility of that happening. 

But with a keen interest in O’Reilly from a number of Stanley Cup 
contenders — teams I’ve heard mentioned include Colorado, Vegas, 
Winnipeg and Toronto (we did a trade fit with the Maple Leafs) — how 
can Armstrong not listen? 

Tarasenko fetched a first-round pick, a conditional fourth-round pick that 
could turn into a third-rounder, and a prospect. O’Reilly could get the 
Blues something similar. In fact, with more options, because there isn’t a 
no-trade clause, Armstrong could get more, though he would certainly 
treat the situation with care after all O’Reilly has done for the Blues. 

That’s what it will ultimately come down to. Armstrong will be balancing 
what O’Reilly has done, and more importantly, will do for the franchise 
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moving forward with the assets he’d get in a trade. He’s now fourth on 
The Athletic’s trade board and could climb if Arizona defenseman Jakob 
Chychrun, who is No. 2, is on the move, as recent reports suggest. 

The only hang-up is what clubs think about O’Reilly returning from a 
broken right foot. He missed 14 games before returning in Saturday’s 6-5 
overtime win over Arizona, in which he ended the night with his 11th goal 
of the season. 

In 17:25 of ice time, O’Reilly had three shots on goal, directed five 
attempts at the net and was 18-8 on faceoffs (69 percent). 

“I thought he was fine,” Berube said. “Normal O’Reilly, for me. Again, it’s 
going to take a little bit, the skating part of it. I think he’s been off for quite 
some time, so getting back in and understanding how quick the game is, 
and the speed of it, it will take a little bit.” 

But most importantly, O’Reilly said he felt no ill effects from the broken 
foot. 

“Didn’t even notice it,” he said. “It was good.” 

Our experts have weighed in after the Vladamir Tarasenko and Bo 
Horvat trades shook up the market. 

The moves could change what — if anything — happens with Patrick 
Kane between now and the trade deadline. 

NHL trade board 2022-23  https://t.co/FhdO9fo4Mc 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 11, 2023 

So if O’Reilly stays healthy, do the Blues want him or what they get could 
get for him? Do they need him, or can they turn things over to Thomas 
and Kyrou? 

When Tarasenko was traded, I asked both Berube and Thomas that 
question. 

“Well, I think the onus is on them to take a bigger step from the get-go,” 
Berube said. “I don’t think that changes too much, to be honest with you. 
They need to keep improving and keep growing as players, and leaders, 
for the future.” 

And Thomas: “You know what, I think this year, we’ve gotten that 
opportunity, and we haven’t done as well as we would’ve liked,” he said. 
“So, you know, we’ve got to put the pressure on ourselves here to turn it 
around and, yeah, we’ve got some big shoes to fill.” 

If O’Reilly is moved, those shoes would be even bigger. 

So how much would it cost to keep him? He said himself he’d try to make 
it work, but does that mean a three-year deal with a $5 million salary-cap 
hit? Do you have to give him a fourth year to drop the annual average 
value? 

Does Brayden Schenn have to walk into Armstrong’s office and help 
facilitate a deal? 

“He’s obviously our leader and a guy that you don’t want to leave,” 
Schenn said. “That’s a guy that we love to have here as players, and 
that’s no surprise. So, that’s between Doug and Ryan and his agents. 

“These are questions we’re going to face here for the next little while, and 
at the end of the day, you have to put on your gear and go out and play 
and win hockey games. The rest usually takes care of itself. (But 
O’Reilly) is a guy we’d love to have in his locker room; he’s a huge piece 
to our team moving forward.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.14.2023 

1268277 Websites 

 

Talking NHL trade deadline strategy with Don Waddell, the moment’s 
most important GM 

 

Sean Gentille  

 

Don Waddell is a busy man. 

Now, could you say that of any general manager less than three weeks 
from the NHL trade deadline? Sure. It’s doubly true for someone in 
charge of a contender, though, as is the case with Waddell’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, who are leading the Metropolitan Division and behind only 
the Bruins in overall points. It’s triply true for someone in charge of a 
contender with money to spend, as is the case for the Hurricanes and 
their $10 million in projected cap space. 

It’s quadruply true — and if that’s not a word, we’re inventing it — for 
Waddell, who pulls double duty as Carolina’s president. That gig gives 
him serious responsibilities over business-side operations like Saturday’s 
outdoor game, hosted by the Hurricanes at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium. 

So, yeah, Waddell told us on “The Athletic Hockey Show,” he’s looking 
forward to next week when at least one of those big items will be off his 
plate. In the meantime, he’s fine with the balancing act. 

“You’ve just got to make time for the people you need to reach out to and 
talk to from a hockey standpoint,” he said. “I wouldn’t have it any other 
way. I’d rather be busy than pick the other option, that’s for sure.” 

Right, but there aren’t a ton of other NHL executives who concern 
themselves with, like, ticket sales for Hootie and the Blowfish. (They’re 
playing PNC Arena on Friday, Waddell said. Reunion tour. Sold out. “I 
Go Blind” still bangs. Timo Meier and Patrick Kane will have to wait.) 

In any case, our conversation with Waddell was fun and enlightening, as 
those tend to be. It was also an exercise in finding a way to indirectly ask 
the GM of, perhaps, the deadline’s most relevant team about his plans — 
and what those mean for the rest of the league. 

• Waddell was straightforward about Carolina’s involvement in the Bo 
Horvat trade discussions. Vancouver sent Horvat, the best center on the 
market, to the Islanders on Jan. 30. He’d been a no-brainer add for the 
Hurricanes, who are playing Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Jordan Staal and Paul 
Stastny behind Sebastian Aho. Horvat would’ve given them one of the 
better 1-2 center punches in the league. Based on the extension he 
immediately signed with the Islanders, he also wouldn’t have been a 
rental player, which the Hurricanes avoid more than most. 

It didn’t work out, Waddell said, for cut-and-dry reasons: Canucks GM 
Patrik Allvin was gunning for the highest first-round pick possible, and the 
Islanders — post-Horvat bump aside — are probably going to finish with 
a worse record, whether this season or next, when the selection wouldn’t 
be lottery-protected. 

“He was trying to get the highest first-round pick that he possibly could 
get. He was right upfront about that from the start,” Waddell said. “Our 
pick’s gonna be, hopefully, someplace in the late 20s or so. Or the 30s. 
He set out with that as a mission and a goal, and he accomplished it. So I 
give him credit for that.” 

• That bit should probably make Canucks fans feel a little better about 
Allvin’s priorities moving forward, but it doesn’t do much for the 
Hurricanes, who recently added $7 million in consolation cap space. 
That’s Max Pacioretty’s salary this season — money that the Hurricanes 
moved to long-term injured reserve when he re-tore his Achilles’ tendon 
in January, five games after returning to the lineup. The plan, both when 
Carolina acquired him in the summer and when he was originally injured, 
was for Pacioretty to add playoff experience and 30-goal talent. 

“We lost a player that we were counting on for the second half of the 
year, but more importantly, as a human being, that’s the part that you 
really feel bad about. You know the effort and time that went into him 
trying to get back,” Waddell said. 
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“After the game when I was down there, (the locker room) was as 
somber as I’ve ever seen it. And I was worried about it. (Rod 
Brind’Amour) and I talked about (how important) that bounce back’s 
gonna be.” 

The bounce-back has been good. Carolina is 6-1-0 since Pacioretty’s 
injury, outscoring opponents 29-20 and carrying a 61.0 share of expected 
goals at five-on-five, second-best in the NHL in that span. Nothing has 
happened to dissuade Waddell — or Carolina’s ownership — from going 
“out in the marketplace” even if that means bumping their Pacioretty-
inclusive payroll to nearly $90 million overall. 

• Players with term, Waddell said, will always be the priority. 

“We don’t have a great history of spending a lot of assets on rental 
players. We want to make sure we are smart about it. We’ve got a good 
team and we want to add to our team, but we also don’t want to ruin our 
future for the next few years. So it’s a balancing act,” he said. He 
mentioned the 2024 offseason, when Aho, leading scorer Martin Necas, 
Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce could all reach unrestricted free agency. 
Those four players make nearly $21 million between them. All, Aho and 
Necas specifically, are on track for raises. 

Of course, the best player on the market is Meier. He’s not a rental, 
though he’s on track to be an RFA in the summer with a $10 million 
qualifying offer coming his way if he doesn’t sign a new deal with the 
Sharks or a new team. His age and skillset — a play-driving monster with 
30-goal capability — couldn’t line up better with the Hurricanes’ needs or 
priorities; they’ve been connected to him for a reason. 

Waddell on Monday said longtime former Sharks GM Doug Wilson was 
one of his favorite trade partners. What about Mike Grier? 

“Oh, is Mike the GM there?” Waddell asked. He smiled. “Obviously, I 
made the (Brent Burns trade) with Mike. I’ve known Mike for a long time. 
Class guy. He’s gonna do a great job there. And yeah, I’m getting to 
know him a little better these days.” 

And then he smiled again. 

• We asked him, straight up, whether he’d be willing to send out his 
team’s 2023 pick. 

“I think so. We have different philosophies in this organization 
sometimes, but I think right now (the pick is available), particularly if 
we’re looking at players that do have term — again, the rental thing, I 
don’t want to say never, because you never know. If something (bad) 
happens, you might have to adjust your thinking and go a different 
course. But yeah, I think our first-round pick would be in play this year.” 

Our follow-up, basically, was whether he’d move the pick for a rental. 
This, to be clear, was fishing for intel on Kane, who has yet to decide 
whether he’ll waive his no-movement clause. The Rangers moved on 
and, of course, hurt Kane’s feelings in the process. Carolina, according to 
The Athletic’s Scott Powers and Mark Lazerus, is one of four teams with 
confirmed interest. And bad as he’s been, it’s tough to imagine a player 
less than a year removed from a 92-point season going for any package 
that doesn’t include a first-rounder. 

So, is Waddell more willing now to send out a first-rounder for a non-
specific, pending UFA if he were the right fit? 

“I don’t want to say never,” he said. “I think if you’re looking strictly at 
rentals as (we get) closer to the deadline, we’re going to exhaust all our 
efforts on the players that we potentially could pick up. There might be 
guys that people aren’t thinking about at this time (that emerge) when 
you’re willing to give up some good assets to get a player with some term 
left. 

“We all know the usual names that are out there, but we may try to look 
at some other players and entice teams with draft picks and prospects. 
As we sit here today, we like our team. We don’t want to distract from our 
team. But we would like to add to our team, if that makes sense.” 

• As for the outdoor game against the Capitals, Waddell said, everything 
is going swimmingly. The game, originally scheduled for late 2021 and 
then bumped for COVID-related reasons, has been in the works since 
2018. 

“When (Tom Dundon) first bought the team, it was one of the first things 
he said: ‘We want to get an outdoor game.’ It was almost a year of work,” 
Waddell said. “We had to supply a lot of information. And I gotta be 
honest, the NHL was a little bit worried (with) where we were with our 
franchise at that point and how we were going to sell 57,000 tickets.” 

Now, after a few years of the growth that comes with on-ice success and 
off-ice effort, the organization is ready. 

“I truly think if we’d had another 10 or 15,000 seats, we would have sold 
them all,” Waddell said. “I still have a list on my desk here of people that 
are still looking for tickets.” 
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Ranking the top 10 drafted NHL goalie prospects: Jesper Wallstedt leads 
Scott Wheeler’s 2023 list 

 

Scott Wheeler  

 

Welcome to Part 2 of the 2023 edition of my drafted NHL prospect 
rankings. 

Today’s ranking of the league’s top 10 goalie prospects follows 
yesterday’s top 50 drafted skaters list. 

After initially publishing this project as one combined ranking, the switch 
to two lists was made in 2020 in order to respond to reader demands for 
evaluations of a wider range of goaltenders reflective of the one-sixth 
share of the players on the ice that they represent (when skaters and 
goalies were included in a single list, only a couple of netminders usually 
made it). 

Under my criteria, to be eligible for inclusion, a goalie must: 

Be under 25 years old. This age criteria is more reflective of the typical 
goalie trajectory, allowing for the continued consideration of goalies who 
are very much still prospects. 

Not currently be established as one of their NHL club’s two go-to options. 
I give myself some arbitrary leeway here. You’ll notice, for example, that 
24-year-old goaltender Stuart Skinner, who still qualifies as an NHL 
rookie, is considered graduated because he has played exclusively with 
the Oilers this season, while 23-year-old goaltender Ukko-Pekka 
Luukkonen, who is currently playing for the Sabres, remained eligible due 
to a combination of his younger age and time spent in the AHL this 
season. 

1. Jesper Wallstedt, G, 20 (Minnesota Wild — No. 20, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 1 (change: none) 

It takes a lot for me to rank a goalie at No. 1 on a list, and there’s a 
reason Wallstedt is the only goalie to top any of this year’s pool rankings. 

He’s the clearcut best goalie prospect on the planet for me and his play 
of late in the AHL — after it took him a couple of months in the fall to find 
himself at the new level/in the new place — has only reaffirmed that. His 
game has remarkable polish and maturity. There’s just a control to his 
game that is so singular and rare in goalies his age. I’ve written about it 
in the past as almost robotic, and that’s truly the best descriptor for it. 
Wallstedt’s a big 6-foot-3, 213-pound (he fills the net for his size) goalie 
who plays sharp lines positionally, holds those lines, and swallows the 
first shot so that he doesn’t have to make a ton of second saves. He’s 
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incredibly calm in the net, staring down shooters and reading them. He 
covers the bottom of the net so well and doesn’t seem to get beat along 
the ice. Few shots sneak through him. His movement is compact, he 
tracks through layers incredibly well to find pucks, and he reads opposing 
shooters so well that he’s rarely beat cleanly. 

There’s a minor question mark or two around every young goalie in the 
sport and with Wallstedt I don’t see a single hole or area of weakness 
that worries me. I’d maybe like to see him develop a little more quickness 
(he’s strong across the net and low-to-high on pushes, but he sits a little 
heavy over his skates and I wouldn’t say his feet are fast per se). But 
otherwise, he’s got all of the makings of a true No. 1 starter. 

My annual top 50 drafted NHL prospects ranking is out @TheAthletic! 

Featuring 18,000 words of analysis, 55 honourable mentions, player 
tiers, and more. 

The full 2023 list: https://t.co/JpsFEKs7Ax 

— Scott Wheeler (@scottcwheeler) February 13, 2023 

2. Yaroslav Askarov, G, 20 (Nashville Predators — No. 11, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: No. 2 (change: none) 

In his first season in North America, Askarov has played well for his age 
(it feels like he has been on the scene forever but because of his June 
birthday he just turned 20 last summer) in Milwaukee. 

My belief in his tools or his upside as a starting NHL goalie is not 
deterred, but I have paused at times over the last two seasons in terms 
of categorizing him in the same light that I do Wild first-round pick Jesper 
Wallstedt (Wallstedt is the clear top goalie prospect in the game for me at 
the moment). Askarov’s raw talent certainly makes him unique. His ability 
to change directions in the net, stay on top of shooters, track their hands, 
and make reactionary saves is elite. His athleticism is, too. He regularly 
makes second and third-chance saves holding firm in his positioning 
even when he’s laying on the ice. But there are tools in his game that still 
need some refinement. 

There are still times when he gets frozen over his glove hand, something 
NHL teams will exploit. He can still look jittery in the net, bouncing on his 
toes and moving to pucks (which he says is to keep himself focused and 
make some of those quick-twitch saves I talked about). But his agility and 
reads are so impressive that he can steal games when he’s at his best, 
and make the difficult saves that others just can’t get to or stick with. 
There isn’t a goalie prospect in the world with quicker feet through 
shuffles or more explosiveness side-to-side or low-to-high than Askarov. 
That blend of power and speed combined with his extended early track 
record gives him a high upside. It will be important to keep in mind his 
age and not rush him through the AHL despite his pedigree though. 

3. Dustin Wolf, G, 21 (Calgary Flames — No. 214, 2019) 

July 2022 rank: No. 4 (change: +1) 

If you’ve been following my work for any amount of time, you’ll know that 
Wolf is my favourite goalie prospect in the sport (doesn’t necessarily 
mean he’s the best, but I love watching him play). When the Flames 
drafted him at the end of the seventh round, he ranked in the second 
round of my 2019 draft board, as my second-ranked goalie behind only 
Spencer Knight. He possesses elite footwork and tracking. He never 
loses sight of the puck and anticipates the movements of opposing 
carriers so, so well, making him extremely hard to beat with a deke. 
You’ll rarely see a player beat him side to side on a breakaway because 
he can stick on top of them. The results are there. He’s athletic, he’s a 
superb positional goalie, and his technical ability is refined. Wolf has 
everything you look for in a top goalie prospect today except for the size. 
After a bit of a slow start to his second season in the AHL, he has been 
virtually unbeatable since. There is no reason to believe he won’t be an 
NHL goalie. I’m confident he’s going to be a really good one, too. His 
time is coming. 

4. Devon Levi, G, 21 (Buffalo Sabres — No. 212, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: No. 5 (change: +1) 

Levi had a season for the ages at Northeastern last year, posting a .952 
save percentage across 32 games and winning both the Mike Richter 
Award as college hockey’s top goalie and the Tim Taylor Award as its top 
rookie. His journey from the CCHL to the world juniors and then the 
Olympics all during the pandemic was one of the best stories in hockey. 
He has been superb in his return to Northeastern behind a lesser 
Huskies team as a sophomore this year, too. 

He has exactly the skills smaller goalies need to be successful. 
Impressive control on his outside edges (and the patience to hold them), 
quick feet on his shuffles so that he can stick with dekes and go post-to-
post or low-to-high to get to tough pucks, perfect reads on shooters, 
excellent tracking through and under traffic, and a battler’s mentality in 
the net which keeps him in plays even when he looks like he’s down and 
out on his knees. There aren’t a ton of 6-foot goalies in today’s NHL, at 
least not starting ones, but Levi, like Calgary’s Dustin Wolf, has all of the 
tools to become one. I’m a believer. 

5. Sebastian Cossa, G, 20 (Detroit Red Wings — No. 15, 2021) 

July 2022 rank: No. 3 (change: -2) 

Cossa is a huge (6-foot-6), powerful, athletic goalie, and those last two 
things don’t always come with the first. He’s a fiery, confident, talkative 
competitor who doesn’t like to get beat (which contrasts with the stoic 
demeanor we see in many goalies) and wants to command the net and 
the room. Bigger goalies often struggle with their movements and their 
recoveries, but neither is an issue for Cossa. His positioning (he does a 
really good job holding his outside edges to be patient on shots) and 
reflexes (he’s got great hands up high) help him block and grab a lot of 
pucks. But it’s his ability to bounce back into his stance or change 
directions with passes that separates him. His power through his pushes 
gives him rare side-to-side ability for a goalie that big. 

But there are also some question marks. Some of them are contextual, 
like how good the Oil Kings were in front of him for three years, and 
some of the leaks his game has displayed while playing behind teams 
with less structure in front of him (including in Hockey Canada camps 
and now this year in the ECHL, a league that’s notoriously hard on 
goalies). But other questions are about the tools, including some of the 
trouble he faces closing his five-hole because of his size (this is a major 
recurring issue, even though he does a really good job kicking pucks 
aimed for the lower corners) and the way he can occasionally lose 
himself in his net on scramble plays (those strong pushes to get to tough 
lateral saves can pull him off his lines). He can get pulled out of his net 
overcommitting on dekes, too. 

His natural gifts give him undeniable upside, though. When he’s set and 
square to shots (as he almost always is), he’s tough to beat. I’ve seen 
him look unflappable and make point-blank save after point-blank save 
when he’s dialed in. I’ve also seen him look rattled as shots sneak 
through holes they shouldn’t be finding. I still think he’s got starter upside 
due to his combination of size, dexterity and rare explosiveness in the 
net, but he’s got work to do, and patience will be imperative. 

6. Lukas Dostal, G, 22 (Anaheim Ducks — No. 85, 2018) 

July 2022 rank: No. 6 (change: none) 

Dostal’s on a run of four really strong age-adjusted seasons and is owed 
a full-time NHL job at this point. 

He’s an average-sized (maybe smallish) goalie who has turned his 6-
foot-2 frame into an asset by adding some strength (he’s now over 190 
pounds, which is about 20 pounds of muscle from where he was not long 
ago) and power to a game that was already built on agility. He’s got 
pristine technical ability, great hands (especially his glove), and quick feet 
which help him stick with dekes, track the play through screens, and 
make recovery saves on scrambles. Plus he holds his lines on his 
outside edges extremely well, limiting his movements when he needs to, 
staying compact, and playing his angles head-on. He has also proven, 
time and time again, that while his game requires movement, he’s in 
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complete control and rarely swims. He’s going to be one of the Ducks’ 
two goalies long-term. The question now is just which one. He has 
certainly turned me from cautious a few years ago into a believer. 

7. Pyotr Kochetkov, G, 23 (Carolina Hurricanes — No. 36, 2019) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

When goalies just keep getting results you have to respect them because 
of the ebbs and flows in performance that most of them face year-to-
year. And Kotchetkov now has a body of work that you can’t ignore. After 
bouncing around levels and clubs for a couple of years in Russia in 
search of the opportunity those numbers demanded, it has been nice to 
see him find stability over the last two seasons in North America, 
establishing himself as the Hurricanes’ No. 3 for now and soon-to-be 
more than that (with Frederik Andersen and Antti Ranta both on expiring 
deals and Kochetkov on a new four-year contract, there’s a full-time job 
coming for him next year and maybe earlier). He used to be a little on the 
smaller side for a goalie but he grew a couple of inches late in his 
development to go from 6 feet to 6 feet 3, he’s quick on his feet (and 
knees), he’s technically sound, and he’s athletic, relying on sharp angles 
to control the first rebound and his movement to make recovery saves. I 
like the way he tracks the play, too. My only critique of him for a long time 
was that he’d let the odd mid-danger shot squeak through his body or 
occasionally scramble, but he has worked hard to cut down on both of 
those things. He’s probably not going to become a true No. 1, but I like 
him to become more than a backup as a bit of a strong 1B. 

8. Akira Schmid, G, 22 (New Jersey Devils — No. 136, 2018) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked 

Schmid has been a bit of a revelation these last two years, making the 
almost unheard-of USHL to AHL/NHL jump (a difficult one, to say the 
least) look relatively easy. 

He’s a 6-foot-5 goalie who plays an aggressive, challenging style (though 
he has learned to pull back on that a little). He’s also a strong puck 
handler who is comfortable starting the breakout. He can play a little wide 
in his stance, which can limit his changes of direction and mobility 
(though I would say he moves well in other ways, including down into his 
butterfly to shut his five-hole, and on his knees when he has to battle), 
but he’s also got good control face-up against shooters and plays his 
lines. When things break down, he can get beat, but he doesn’t let a lot 
of low-to-mid danger shots through. There’s a lot to like and even 
continue to untap there. 

9. Samuel Ersson, G, 23 (Philadelphia Flyers — No. 143, 2018) 

July 2022 rank: Not ranked  

Ersson’s statistical profile has always been a little bit of a roller coaster to 
follow. There was his excellent post-draft season in HockeyAllsvenskan 
and internationally which established him as one of the top goalies in the 
1999 age group. Then he made the jump to the SHL full time at 20 and 
played a surprising amount on a poor team to mixed results. Then he 
played to strong results in his second season in the SHL. Then he finally 
got groin surgery after dealing with a nagging issue and lost almost all of 
his first season in North America. And now he has returned and played 
quite well in both the AHL and NHL in what is essentially his rookie 
campaign over here. 

He isn’t a particularly big or powerful goalie but he reads the play well, 
holds his angles, and then has the agility needed to get to a lot of east-to-
west pucks to make difficult saves. He has also worked on his habits so 
that he can stay more compact and controlled in the net and it has 
noticeably cut down on how many shots are cleanly beating him. He has 
moved his No. 2/3 projection to a potential 1B projection with his play this 
year, I think. 

10. Drew Commesso, G, 20 (Chicago Blackhawks — No. 46, 2020) 

July 2022 rank: No. 8 (change: -2) 

After a .915 freshman year at BU, Commesso climbed back to a .914 
sophomore season with the Terriers following a slow start (for him and 
the team in front of him, which was banged up and not at its best out of 
the gate), and has done the same again this year as a young (he’s still 
just 20) junior after he gave up six goals in his second start of the year 
and has played well ever since. 

I see a mature makeup as a kid and goalie. At 6-foot-2, he’s not big by 
today’s standards for a goalie, but he blends a studious approach to the 
position with sharp angles, sound technique, and a calming, poised 
demeanour to keep shots in his chest, control rebounds, settle down 
plays and hold firm to his edges. And while he’s not a dynamic athlete, 
he can fall back on his athleticism when the play does break down, he’s 
efficient in his movements, he’s quick on his feet and he doesn’t put 
himself into many scrambles because of the way he reads the play. 
Commesso reliably makes the saves that he should and plays the same 
game-to-game. He doesn’t steal a ton of starts and I wouldn’t say he’s 
got any A-plus tools that really pop, but there’s not a lot in his game that 
you can nitpick either. I’m not convinced he’s going to be a starter at the 
next level, but I — and the rest of the hockey world (including USA 
Hockey, who’ve already brought him to men’s worlds and the Olympics) 
— fully expect him to become an NHL goalie. 

The Tiers 

All told, 30 goalies were strongly considered for this year’s ranking, with 
the 20 who missed the cut featured below as honorable mentions. 

As always, the ranking is broken down into tiers below to give you a 
better sense of where the divisions are between one group and the next. 
This year’s ranking is divided into four tiers. They are: 1, 2-3, 4-5 and 6+. 
Consider that third tier as a group that runs from 6-30 (though there’s 
probably one more divide in there between the goalies I seriously 
considered and the ones that only got passing consideration). 

Honorable mentions (sorted alphabetically): 

Hugo Alnefelt (Tampa Bay Lightning) 

Justus Annunen (Colorado Avalanche) 

Joel Blomqvist (Pittsburgh Penguins) 

Calle Clang (Anaheim Ducks) 

Dylan Garand (New York Rangers) 

Mitchell Gibson (Washington Capitals) 

Mack Guzda (Florida Panthers) 

Dennis Hildeby (Toronto Maple Leafs) 

Joel Hofer (St. Louis Blues) 

Niklas Kokko (Seattle Kraken) 

Carl Lindbom (Vegas Golden Knights) 

Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen (Buffalo Sabres) 

Erik Portillo (Buffalo Sabres) 

Arseni Sergeyev (Calgary Flames) 

Arvid Soderblom (Chicago Blackhawks) 

Mads Sogaard (Ottawa Senators) 

Clay Stevenson (Washington Capitals) 

Daniil Tarasov (Columbus Blue Jackets) 

Joseph Woll (Toronto Maple Leafs) 

Vadim Zherenko (St. Louis Blues) 
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NHL masochism: Why assistants dream of the hard, (mostly) joyless 
move to head coach 

 

Mark Lazerus  

 

It’s 5 a.m. on game day. The alarm blares. Blackhawks head coach Luke 
Richardson doesn’t hit snooze. He doesn’t linger in bed to check his 
email, knock out the Wordle or doomscroll. It’s up and at ’em. 
Sometimes, if he’s feeling frisky, he’ll sleep in till 5:45, but no later. It’s a 
quick wash of the face and brush of the teeth, then he’s out the door and 
at the United Center no later than 6:30. After a workout, he showers, 
grabs a bowl of cereal or a shake, and he’s ready for his coaches’ 
meeting at 8 a.m. 

Being an assistant coach in the NHL is a pretty sweet gig. You get paid 
less than the top guy, for sure, but you also get fewer hours, fewer 
meetings, fewer non-hockey responsibilities, fewer headaches. Not to 
mention a heck of a lot less pressure. You also get to spend more time 
with the players. You’re on the ice longer. You’re in the locker room more 
often. You’re a teacher, a sounding board, a shoulder to cry on. 

In short, you’re a coach.  

And Luke Richardson loved that job.   

“It’s the closest thing to being a player,” he said. “Because you’re there 
and you spend lots of time with the players, you do one-on-one work with 
the guys physically and mentally and verbally. I enjoyed that contact.” 

But there was no doubt in his mind he wanted to be a head coach in the 
NHL. Even before his 21-year NHL playing career was over, Richardson 
started imagining himself in the position, standing tall and proud in a well-
tailored suit behind the bench, barking orders and patting backs and 
clutching a rolled-up scouting report in his fist. He wasn’t the wonkiest 
player, but he had a knack for the X’s and O’s, and he loved it when a 
coach got technical in his breakdown of an opponent. As an assistant, his 
players loved and respected him for his experience, knowledge and 
passion. He was ready.  

But while there are more than 700 NHL jobs for players, and more than 
100 jobs for assistants of various types, there are only 32 head coaches. 
It’s a tough job to get and an even tougher job to keep. Some head 
coaches skip the line, as Martin St. Louis did in Montreal. Countless head 
coaches are retreads who flamed out or fell out of favor in other cities. 
But every now and then, a longtime assistant breaks through.  

Richardson spent eight years as an assistant with the Senators, 
Islanders and Canadiens, with a four-year stint as an AHL head coach 
(an entirely different job, which we’ll get to) in the middle. Lane Lambert 
spent 11 seasons as Barry Trotz’s right-hand man before succeeding him 
on Long Island this season. Edmonton’s Jay Woodcroft was an assistant 
for 13 years, dating back to his time as a video coordinator for the Red 
Wings (2005-08). Todd McClellan was an assistant on that same Detroit 
staff before the Sharks hired him as their top guy. Carolina’s Rod 
Brind’Amour put in seven seasons as a Hurricanes assistant. Buffalo’s 
Don Granato coached in the USHL, ECHL, AHL, U.S. National 
Development program and NCAA, then did four seasons as an assistant 
before becoming the Sabres’ head coach.  

All of it is preparation for the Big Job. And yet nothing can truly prepare 
you for the hours, the workload, the unrelenting pressure and the self-
flagellation that come with losing and the unrivaled joy and satisfaction 
that come from winning.  

“It’s a totally different position,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. 
“You’re responsible for it all. There’s a lot more that’s on your plate every 
day. Everything with respect to logistics and administrative stuff to 

making the team function in an organized fashion to some of the difficult 
decisions that head coaches need to make on a daily basis. That’s the 
biggest part of it: Assistant coaches make suggestions, head coaches 
make decisions.” 

The 8 a.m. coaches’ meeting is pretty simple. Richardson and his staff — 
assistants Derek King, Kevin Dean, Derek Plante and Jimmy Waite — go 
over the lineup of that night’s opponent and decide how to counter it. Do 
we need a little more grit up front? What line do we want Jonathan 
Toews matching up against? How do we free up Patrick Kane against 
their top defenders? 

Once that’s settled, Dean shows Richardson a quick penalty-kill 
presentation and Plante does the same for the power play. Finally, 
Richardson meets up with video coaches Matt Meacham and Adam Gill 
to start the pre-scout for that night’s game. They’ll distill the opponent’s 
entire essence — breakout style, neutral-zone forecheck, faceoff plays — 
into a two- or three-minute presentation with one or two clips for 
emphasis.  

By now, the players are filtering in for the morning skate.  

Don Granato had a lot on his mind. He was 26 years old and head coach 
of the Green Bay Gamblers of the USHL. But he wasn’t just the head 
coach. He was also the general manager and his own assistant, because 
he had no staff.  

“The stress level was enormous — enormous,” Granato recalled. “So 
many things on your mind. I remember pulling out of a gas station, and I 
had so many things on my mind the pump was left in the car.” 

Being a head coach in the NHL is a different kind of stressful. It’s like 
being the CEO of a business, with staff. Assistants handle special teams. 
Video coordinators condense games into digestible bites. Athletic trainers 
and doctors stay on top of injuries. Equipment managers deal with all the 
gear, and team-services staffers handle all the logistics of travel and 
food. Not to mention an army of front- and back-office employees to deal 
with contracts and finances and everything else that goes into running a 
team.  

It’s a blessing and a curse. 

“Everybody’s waiting for you,” Granato said. “You have to delegate. … All 
the best coaches do a really good job of that.” 

They’d better. Because a lot of people’s jobs depend on you. And if 
you’re the type whose social style is to hang back on the couch, listen to 
the conversations and “giggle” while occasionally throwing in your two 
cents — as Richardson described his own personality — you’d better 
learn to schmooze. There are sponsors to glad-hand, VIPs to meet, 
season-ticket-holders to greet. There’s always a charity function to 
attend, or a goofy intermission video to shoot, or a podcast to jump on. 
You’re not some anonymous assistant anymore. You don’t get to go 
home when practice ends. You’re the face of the company. Always.  

“It’s a big business now,” Richardson said. “When I started, it was just 
hockey. … Now there’s more expectation to do other things than just 
your job coaching. They want you to be involved and recognizable and 
forge relationships throughout the organization. And these organizations 
are huge.” 

At 9:40 a.m., less than an hour before the morning skate, it’s time for the 
team meeting. If the Blackhawks didn’t practice the day before, 
Richardson will highlight a few clips from the previous game — some 
positive, some critical.  

Then comes Dean’s penalty-kill presentation, followed by Plante’s power-
play clips. Richardson then lays out the practice plan, which typically 
consists of two or three drills. The players scatter to get warmed up and 
dressed, and the coaches go back to their office to put the finishing 
touches on the pre-scout before putting on their own skates and hitting 
the ice.  

Todd McLellan called it “mop-up duty.” It’s walking into the locker room 
and sitting in an empty stall and putting an arm around a player who just 
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got put on blast for a turnover or a poor effort, or a player who just got 
sent down to the AHL or returned to his junior team.  

The head coach usually has to be the bad cop. The assistant coach 
always gets to be the good cop.  

“There are a lot of one-on-one discussions (as a head coach), and 
sometimes they’re not comfortable ones,” McLellan said. “For the coach 
or the player. But you have to have them.” 

Sullivan sometimes misses that brotherly relationship between assistant 
and player now that he has to be Disappointed Dad so often. 

“I’ve always really enjoyed the teaching part of it, the X’s and O’s,” 
Sullivan said. “I think as assistant coaches, you have more of a casual 
relationship with the players. Assistant coaches tend to spend more time 
one-on-one with players in the teaching process.” 

But Richardson is doing his best to foster an environment in which he 
rarely has to be the bad cop, trying to keep his assistant coach vibe while 
assuming the head coaching duties.  

Even as a player, Richardson envisioned himself running a team in a 
different, more modern way. He could tell that younger players were 
wired differently. So rather than an environment of fear through old-
school screaming, he wanted to build an atmosphere of openness and 
communication. Even after embarrassing losses, he’ll show clips of 
players who did good things. His criticism is constructive rather than 
destructive. He motivates with positive reinforcement rather than the 
threat of punishment. He doesn’t bench anyone mid-game.  

And all those early-morning workouts at the rink? Those summers he 
spends playing men’s league hockey in his 50s? It’s so he can still get on 
the ice and do what his assistants do — demonstrate, participate, get on 
the players’ level and connect. 

It’s something he talks about frequently with his daughter, Morgan, who 
teaches high school biology and anatomy and coaches field hockey and 
lacrosse in Boston. Every now and then, she’ll send him a picture of a 
hand-written letter from a student thanking her for all the work she 
poured into making them a better student, a better person. 

“They love her as a teacher because she cares,” Richardson said. “I want 
to represent that as a coach at the NHL level. … I want to make sure the 
players know that I care. 

“The player has to try to implement what I give them, whether they agree 
or don’t. But I’m always willing to listen to a player if they agree or they 
don’t. I might not always take that and apply it, but I may down the road. 
Because we have more than one player to think about. … You’ve got 25 
guys trying to learn the same thing, and not everybody takes in and 
ingests in the same way. You have to be open to everything.” 

After the skate, while the assistants are putting in some extra time on the 
ice with that night’s scratches, Richardson heads out of his office and into 
the United Center hallway, where he holds court with reporters for about 
10 minutes. He reveals the lineup, offers a cursory glance at the matchup 
and pumps the tires of various players for feature stories reporters are 
working on. Then comes more private chats with the broadcast crews. 
Then a quick lunch.   

It all got away from Derek King a little bit. As the Blackhawks’ interim 
head coach during the 2021-22 season, he was occasionally 
overwhelmed by all the off-ice expectations. 

“I had to do media, or I had to be here, or I’m about to be there, I have to 
put out fires, I have to get ready and everything,” King said. “I managed 
my time maybe not as good as I should have.” 

But King excelled at one part of the job, in particular: talking to reporters. 
His self-deprecating nature, quick wit and unfailing honesty made him the 
ideal voice for a team coming out of the darkest period in franchise 
history.  

Not every coach loves that aspect of the gig, preferring the anonymity 
that being an assistant confers. But embracing it can make a huge 
difference, something Woodcroft noticed right away, even in a high-
scrutiny hockey market such as Edmonton.  

“You can look at it (as a nightmare) or you can look at it as a way to 
connect with the fan base,” Woodcroft said. “You people have a job to 
do. … But I look forward to being able to stand in front of our fans and let 
them know what’s going on with the team, give them a little bit of insight 
into what our themes are, what we’re working on.”  

Joel Quenneville lived in the western suburbs of Chicago and used to 
stay at the United Center all day rather than risk the wrath of the 
Eisenhower at rush hour. He simply napped face-down on the black 
leather couch in his office. Richardson’s fellow coaches with the 
Islanders slept at the rink, too, because Barclays Center wasn’t 
convenient for anyone. Not Richardson, though. He has to go home, 
even if it’s just for a little while.  

“I can’t do it,” he says. “I need to get a break, just for an hour or two.”  

He’ll get a 45-minute nap or simply lie on the couch at home and close 
his eyes. Maybe he’ll read for a bit. Then he grabs another shower, puts 
on his suit, and it’s right back to the rink.  

Just like every player studies — and steals — from his contemporaries, 
every assistant coach does the same. So by the time they ascend to the 
top job, whether it’s after one season like Sullivan in Boston in 2003-04 
or after seven seasons like Brind’Amour in Carolina, they have grand 
plans on how they’d coach, what systems they’d use, what management 
styles they’d employ. 

But it’s all theoretical until you get the big whistle. 

“There’s a new coach coming in, and you don’t know if your stuff is going 
to work, right?” Brind’Amour said. “You’ve got to see it (come to) fruition. 
And fortunately for me, it did.” 

For Brind’Amour, it was a relatively easy transition because he remained 
in the same organization when he took over for Bill Peters. Brind’Amour 
knew the players. He knew the team staffers. He didn’t have to uproot his 
family. Same with Woodcroft, who had been in the Edmonton 
organization for seven years before taking over last year.  

But there’s always some element of the unknown as a first-time head 
coach. Brind’Amour knew his players liked him as an assistant. Would 
they like him as a head coach? 

“We changed quite a bit of stuff,” Brind’Amour said. “But if everyone 
believes in it (and) they trust what you’re doing, it doesn’t really matter 
what system you play. You have a chance to have success.” 

Sure enough, Brind’Amour’s 2018-19 Hurricanes went 46-29-7 and 
reached the Eastern Conference finals.  

Back at the United Center, Richardson always wants a pre-scout refresh 
right away, so he and Meacham and Gill go over that first. They print up 
a fact sheet with the opponent’s lineup, stats, forecheck, special-teams 
styles, and maybe a couple of extra “intricacies” about their top players. 
This is where things can get a bit hectic; there might be lucrative 
sponsors to schmooze or roster decisions to make. He might have to 
crush a scratched player’s dreams by telling him he’s heading back to 
Rockford after the game. Distractions are rampant.  

But an hour and a half before the game — so around 6:10 p.m., for a 
standard 7:40 start — Richardson presents the pre-scout to the players. 
They also put a copy in every locker stall. They post it in the changing 
room. In the trainers’ room. In the kitchen. Even above each urinal.  

“Anywhere they’re standing, they can read it,” Richardson says. 
“Because there’s a lot of information in a day. It’s not like football, where 
you have all week to prepare. You had to prepare for Calgary, but today 
we have to prepare for Edmonton.” 
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Even factoring in the ridiculous hours, these guys are paid pretty well for 
their time. But nobody gets into head coaching for the money. They get 
into coaching because it keeps those competitive juices flowing. The 
satisfaction of a job well done — of turning disparate parts into a true 
team — is a sensation that’s hard to understand until you’ve actually 
done it.  

It’s not just about Stanley Cups, either. Granato was an assistant in 
Chicago when former first-round pick Henri Jokiharju was a rookie, 
dealing with the inevitable highs and lows of being a 19-year-old in the 
NHL. Now he’s got him again in Buffalo and has seen him — and helped 
him — become a more consistent and well-rounded player. 

“They are investments for us as coaches, and we want to help these 
guys succeed,” Granato said. “And when they do, and you see them 
grow, it is rewarding as a coach, because you do push them. There are 
lots of days they walk out of the building and they wonder if you even like 
them or not.” 

The games themselves tend to be a blur, all that prep work undone by a 
broken stick here or a missed call there, and critical, harped-on mistakes 
wiped away by a lucky bounce here and a post there. That’s hockey. And 
when you’re in charge, the losses sting a little more, and the wins are 
often tempered by the knowledge that there’s no time to bask in them, 
that there’s another practice in 12 hours to organize, or a flight across the 
continent in 90 minutes, or another opponent to start pre-scouting.  

But that adrenaline rush is still there. For two and a half hours, you’re 
living and dying with every shift, just like the good old days. 

“That’s when it’s the most fun,” Richardson said.  

The game ends around 10:15 p.m. Richardson hashes out what 
happened with his assistants in the coaches’ office. General manager 
Kyle Davidson, assistant general managers Norm Maciver and Jeff 
Greenberg, and adviser Brian Campbell usually stop in for a quick chat 
about the game and about any potential roster moves. After a win, 
Richardson talks to NBC Sports Chicago, then it’s on to his postgame 
press conference.  

By 11:30 p.m., he’s about wrapped up for the day. But it’s not quite time 
to go home. Not yet. 

“Usually, we’ll have a beer or a glass of wine with the coaches in the 
room and just say, ‘Hey, it was a good day,'” Richardson says. “And then 
it’s time to head home, because I’m up early the next morning and back 
here to do it all over again. It’s a lot, and it can be hard, and it can be 
exhausting. But I love it. I love every second of it.” 
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Jason Zucker, a year of trade rumors and the three deals that almost 
happened 

 

Michael Russo  

 

Every professional athlete knows that enduring trade rumors is part of the 
gig. 

But for Jason Zucker in 2019 and 2020, it was more than just the rumors. 
Sure, there were those — a full year at least of thrown-against-the-wall 
fodder from rumor-mongers, bloggers and media members. That was 
nothing, though, compared to what he was experiencing behind the 
scenes. 

Three separate times, he was led to believe the deal was done — and to 
three different teams: first the Wild were sending him to the Predators, 
then the Flames and finally the Penguins — before first-year general 

manager Bill Guerin called him at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 10, 2020, to let him 
know he was finally, in fact, going to the Pens (again), in exchange for 
blue-line prospect Calen Addison, a first-round pick and pending free 
agent Alex Galchenyuk. 

“Honestly, it was really tough for me to decipher between what was real 
and what wasn’t, because I felt like there was so much out there,” Zucker 
told The Athletic. “The one year that (Guerin’s predecessor) Paul Fenton 
traded the whole team, basically, it was like, ‘OK, what day is it 
happening? It’s coming. It’s just a matter of when.’ My name felt like it 
was popping up every single day. But the difference between rumors and 
me — I was actually traded a few times.” 

Or told he was. 

Jason Zucker 

“I remember when I found out (Charlie) Coyle was traded (to Boston),” 
Zucker said. “I (usually) sat next to him on the plane, and he wasn’t 
there. I’m like, ‘What? He’s never late.’ So I felt it literally could be any 
time.” 

The Coyle trade came less than a month after Fenton traded Nino 
Niederreiter to the Hurricanes. And it came a little more than three 
months before Zucker was almost dealt to the Penguins for the first time. 
That trade fell through in June 2019 when Phil Kessel opted not to waive 
his no-trade clause to come to Minnesota. After that “bullet was dodged,” 
as one team source put it, the Wild swung and missed on other big 
names before landing free agent Mats Zuccarello in July. 

The whole time, Zucker was on pins and needles that the end of his time 
in Minnesota was one phone call away. 

Zucker took The Athletic through the whole rollercoaster year in a recent 
interview for a series looking back at how NHL trades really go down. 
Approaching this year’s March 3 deadline, his experience serves as a 
good primer for what being a trade chip is really like for players. Zucker 
revealed new details on each near-trade along the way, including the 
new revelation of the Predators deal he was told he was a part of. 

“I was supposed to be part of the Kevin Fiala deal to Nashville,” Zucker 
said. “And then they came back and said, ‘Hey, we want (Mikael) 
Granlund instead.’ Then, the whole Calgary thing happened an hour or 
so later. There were just so many different things, so that summer it felt 
like (a trade) was inevitable. 

“Well, until Paul got fired. Then I thought I was safe.” 

He wasn’t. 

Frantic over Flames trade 

Zucker likes to fancy himself as a person who is cool, calm and collected. 

But on Feb. 25, 2019, he was freaking out. 

The Wild had a 2 p.m. flight scheduled for Winnipeg. But players and 
staff were informed the flight was going to be pushed back an hour 
because of a potential trade. 

This was after Zucker learned that it would be Granlund in the Nashville 
deal for Fiala, not him. But Zucker was so convinced he was still about to 
be traded, he packed everything he owned for what was scheduled to be 
a 36-hour, up-and-back trip for the Wild. 

He figured better safe than sorry. 

Then Zucker got a call and was told to stay home and not come to the 
airport. 

“All right,” he thought. “This is happening.” 

But a bit after 2 p.m., Zucker got another call. He was told to “get to the 
flight immediately.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 14, 2023 

 

Zucker rode such an emotional roller coaster that day, he arrived at the 
airport without his passport. That caused the Wild’s plane to be even 
more delayed as he raced home to get it. 

“Yeah, it was a mess,” Zucker said. 

Zucker was under the impression it was the Flames he was supposed to 
be traded to. 

The Athletic and TSN confirmed soon after the Feb. 25 deadline that 
Fenton and Flames GM Brad Treliving had been on the phone right up 
until the 2 p.m. deadline, but no trade was ever consummated and no 
trade call to Central Registry was made. It’s unclear exactly why the 
trade fell apart, but the Wild were told the Flames couldn’t get official 
approval in time from owner Murray Edwards, who was out of the 
country. 

It’s believed the trade would have been for Michael Frolik and a first-
round pick. It makes sense the Flames would need approval because 
Frolik had only one year left on his deal at $4.3 million and Zucker had 
signed a five-year, $27.5 million contract the previous summer. 

Talk about a flair for the dramatic, though: The next night, Zucker sniped 
a game-tying goal with 1:27 left in an eventual win over the Jets. One 
game later, he got an early assist against the Flames — the team he 
thought he was traded to five days earlier. 

Jason Zucker ties the game with 1:27 left. pic.twitter.com/riEEzsL0yG 

— Giles Ferrell (@gilesferrell) February 27, 2019 

Awkward summer to follow 

Months later, in early June, Zucker and his agent, Eustace King, began 
hearing rumors that he was being traded to the Penguins for Kessel. 

It was true. 

Fenton called then-coach Bruce Boudreau to ask what he thought of 
Kessel. Boudreau told Fenton to do whatever he thought was right but 
that he should probably offer Zucker to every team first. 

“He said, ‘Good advice,’” recalled Boudreau. “And then an hour later, he 
phoned me and said, ‘Just made the deal.’” 

Zucker didn’t know if the deal was real, but he was hearing rumors that 
Kessel was talking to his Wild teammates to decide whether to accept a 
trade there. 

“That one felt a little bit different because when he didn’t approve, it’s not 
like I got a call saying, ‘You’re staying,'” Zucker said. “It was like it never 
happened at all. I did feel like that summer was darn near inevitable 
because I was told that I was traded to Calgary and Nashville during that 
deadline before and now it sure seemed like I was going to Pittsburgh 
until Kessel said no. 

“I remember that almost being more nerve-wracking, trying to figure out 
where I was going while still, in my mind, preparing to play for 
Minnesota.” 

Zucker’s nerves were put at ease in late July over lunch with Wild owner 
Craig Leipold — the morning before Fenton was fired. 

“Craig told me it was happening,” Zucker said. “He goes, ‘I’m firing him 
this afternoon. I just wanted to let you know.’ And he goes, ‘I feel really 
bad about everything that has happened.’ Craig was awesome about it. I 
have a ton of respect for Craig; he’s just an awesome person. 

“So then when Fenton got fired, it was like, ‘OK, I think I’ve got a chance 
to stay. We’ll see what happens.’” 

After Guerin was hired three weeks later, Zucker had a meeting with the 
new GM. 

“I thought we had a good conversation,” Zucker said. “I know he ended 
up trading me later on, but that felt a little bit different to me because 
there weren’t a ton of rumors around it. I have a lot of respect for Bill.” 

But Guerin wanted to further change the culture in Minnesota and knew 
full well that the Penguins still had strong interest. He knew that because 
he was Pittsburgh’s assistant GM at the time Kessel wouldn’t waive his 
no-trade. 

“I had inside knowledge,” Guerin said, laughing. 

The actual Penguins trade 

On the afternoon of Feb. 6, 2020, Boudreau’s phone rang. 

It was Guerin. 

“Bill said, ‘I want Zucker to be on the fourth line tonight,’” Boudreau said. 
“He had just played a good game, so I said, ‘Are you sure? Can I play 
him on his regular line for a couple shifts and then ease him into that?’ 
He was pretty adamant: ‘No, he’s playing on the effing fourth line tonight.’ 
And I said, ‘OK.’” 

Boudreau didn’t even ask if the decision had anything to do with a 
pending trade. “I’ve been around long enough to know something was 
up,” he said. “After the game, we talked as coaches. ‘Uh-oh. He’s getting 
traded.’” 

Zucker was nervous, too, but not certain. 

“That was probably the first inkling that maybe I was getting moved,” he 
said. “Then I started to wonder if maybe they were showcasing 
somebody else and wanted to move that player up and put him in the top 
six. 

Zucker had a good relationship with Boudreau and would usually talk to 
him about “things like this.” So he asked his coach for a chat. 

“He didn’t blow me off, but it was kind of like, ‘Hey, I’ve got a lot going on 
today. Can we do it tomorrow?’” Zucker remembered. “We never had a 
chance to actually talk.” 

As it turns out, Boudreau was blowing Zucker off. 

“I didn’t want to tell him the GM told me to put you on the fourth line,” said 
Boudreau, who was himself fired four days after the trade finally went 
through. 

And why did Guerin want Zucker on the fourth line, anyway? 

“I wanted to see what his reaction would be when he came in and all of a 
sudden he was on the fourth line,” Guerin said. “And that’s what we got. 
He played harder.” 

In fact, two minutes into the game, Zucker had his first NHL fight, against 
the Canucks’ Jake Virtanen. 

Four days later, Guerin called Zucker to let him know he was being 
traded to Pittsburgh. 

Q&A with former Wild/new Penguins winger Jason Zucker: ‘(Minnesota) 
is going to be home forever for us’ #mnwild #pens 
https://t.co/5NYE0KMkY5 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) February 11, 2020 

“Billy handled it as well as you can when you’re trading somebody,” 
Zucker said. “He gave me some real explanations and real reasons and 
basically said, ‘Best of luck to you. I’m trying to put you in a great position 
to succeed.’” 

Guerin and then-Penguins GM Jim Rutherford had spoken multiple times 
that season about a Zucker trade, with an acceleration of back and forth 
in the month leading up to the deal. The price would be high: a top 
prospect and a first-round pick were prerequisites. If the Wild needed to 
take a contract back to make the money work, Guerin was willing. That 
turned out to be Galchenyuk, who actually played well for the Wild. 

“Jim had a lot of other options,” Guerin said. “And it’s not about getting 
the best deal; it’s about making a fair deal, especially with the guy that 
we had a hand in grooming. 
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“We always knew we were going to get a first. I mean, we both knew 
that. And then the ask was Addison. He had to think about it for a while.” 

Zucker hung up with Guerin. His wife, Carly, was at an event with the 
other Wild players’ wives and girlfriends. His first call was to King, who 
sent him to voicemail twice because he was in then-Canucks GM Jim 
Benning’s office meeting about a player. 

Zucker texted King, “Call me!” 

King asked if he could call later and Zucker responded, “No. It’s urgent. I 
just got dealt.” 

“Then I had to call Carly,” Zucker said. “And she didn’t answer. I was 
nervous to tell her in the first place because I didn’t know what was out 
there and she was with all the wives, so I didn’t want her to panic and 
make a scene.” 

When he got a hold of her, he asked when she’d be done with the event. 

“And she goes, ‘What’s wrong?’” Zucker said. “She knew right away 
because I never call her during those type of things. So I ended up telling 
her, and she hung up on me.” 

Zucker laughed at the memory. 

“And then she called me back 30 seconds later and goes, ‘Where’d you 
get traded to?’” Zucker said. “And I said, ‘Pittsburgh.’ And she hung up 
on me again! She was just in such shock, she didn’t really know how to 
handle it, either.” 

But it became real quickly. 

“Jim Rutherford called and said, ‘Hey, you’re going to play tomorrow 
night on Sid (Crosby)’s line versus Tampa Bay. We need you here,’” 
Zucker said. 

Mutual benefit 

The Wild got their first, which became blue line prospect Carson Lambos, 
and their prospect, Addison, who’s now 22 and leads NHL rookies in 
assists (23) and power-play points (18). 

Addison was playing junior hockey in Lethbridge and had just gotten 
back from world juniors when he got the call that his rights had been 
traded. 

“I had just eaten dinner and had a nap after dinner and kind of woke up 
to a voicemail and a missed call from (assistant GM) Jason Karmanos,” 
Addison said. “I got a call from Billy shortly after, and he just said, ‘Did 
you miss me?’ That was it. Pretty simple. It was nice, being a junior still 
at the time. I didn’t have to move my stuff or anything.” 

It’s sure worked out for Addison. 

“Your goal in life is to play in the NHL and play as long as you can and 
then as early as you can,” he said. “So I think for me, it was just waiting 
for the right time and being patient. And I mean, I love where I’m at right 
now and I love where I’m at with this team.” 

As for Zucker, he is sixth on the Penguins in points (31). 

“I had a couple bad years with injuries and things, but I think this year’s 
shown that I can still play and that this organization’s a good fit,” he said. 
“The players on our roster obviously speak for themselves, and I feel like 
I’ve been able to fit in with (Evgeni Malkin) this year and show some 
chemistry — and just be able to help the team in a real sense rather than 
the last couple of years. 

“For me, there’s trades that a team really wants you. And then there’s 
trades that teams are just willing to accept your salary cap. … I was lucky 
enough that they wanted me.” 

What Zucker hopes now is that he doesn’t have another trade coming in 
his near future. After all, he’s in the last year of that contract he signed 
the summer before he was nearly traded three times to three different 
teams. 

“I like Jason, but this was about making changes in the organization,” 
Guerin said. “It’s hard to be in one place for your whole career and very 
few guys get to do that, and some guys need a change. There are a lot of 
guys here that I felt needed a change. It was just tired, just tired.” 
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LeBrun: Rival NHL execs on what the Maple Leafs need at the trade 
deadline 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

 

Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas provided a few clues about his 
trade deadline plans last week in a session with Toronto media. Namely 
that: 

• He doesn’t see himself giving up huge assets on rentals (doesn’t mean 
he won’t spend medium on rentals). 

• It’s not just about the bigger names at the deadline. There are other 
players out there who can fill his team’s needs. 

• In a perfect world, he will add at forward and on the blue line. 

• And, well, top prospect Matthew Knies isn’t going anywhere. 

Whether the Leafs’ 2023 first-round pick goes depends greatly on the 
deal at hand. It definitely won’t for a rental. But in the right hockey deal, it 
might. 

So, what should the Leafs do? What does this already excellent hockey 
team need to add before the deadline to finally get it over the first-round 
playoff hump? 

I reached out to executives in rival front offices and asked them. Here’s 
what they had to say. 

(Note: Some responses been edited lightly for clarity.) 

Front-office exec No. 1 

Everyone is talking about Boston, Carolina, Tampa Bay. Maybe that 
helps Toronto this year. When we played them, it is as structurally sound 
as we have ever seen them. Their commitment to team play was 
excellent. 

1. Top guy(s) will need to be the best players in each series. 

2. Though I like the two players on their bottom-pair D, adding size and 
experience would be important in a long run. 

3. Could add playoff experience with size to Line 3 or 4. 

Front-office exec No. 2 

My thinking with Toronto is that they already know who their first-round 
opponent is: Tampa Bay, who they know well. My belief is that they often 
like to go get the veteran, character guy, with the intention that this will be 
the guy who can “help us get over the hump” of the first round. 

Kyle has done it before at deadlines and/or in free agency: Nick Foligno, 
Mark Giordano, Wayne Simmonds, Jason Spezza, Joe Thornton. Some 
have worked out better than others, but my thought is he will try it again. 
He needs to free up cap space and then make the upgrade if possible. 
The thought is to move a player like Alexander Kerfoot and his $3.5 
million cap hit, acquire a Ryan O’Reilly with St. Louis eating half, and you 
are in the same cap situation minus whatever asset(s) it takes to acquire 
O’Reilly. That way it is still feasible to add another depth or cheap piece 
on the back end, cap-wise. 
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Now, O’Reilly isn’t having a great year, is injured right now, isn’t getting 
any younger … those are all things that can help drive the cost down. But 
it also cautions you to the question, “Are we really getting better with 
him?” The plus side is that he’s a winner, a captain and a fresh start with 
a new, contending team may be just what invigorates him down the 
stretch and in the postseason. Every year is an important year when your 
name is the Toronto Maple Leafs, but does this year offer even more 
significance with Kyle’s contract up at the end of it and Auston Matthews 
having the ability to negotiate a new deal this offseason? 

(Note: O’Reilly returned from a foot injury Saturday night and scored the 
overtime winner for the Blues.) 

Our experts have weighed in after the Vladamir Tarasenko and Bo 
Horvat trades shook up the market. 

The moves could change what — if anything — happens with Patrick 
Kane between now and the trade deadline. 

NHL trade board 2022-23  https://t.co/FhdO9fo4Mc 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 11, 2023 

Front-office exec No. 3 

They have the great top six up front, obviously, but they lack depth both 
in their bottom six and back end. I think adding an experienced D with 
some size would be most important for them. I assume they’ll put 
Matthew Knies on the team after school is over. 

The other issue is their cap situation … like a lot of teams. They’ll need to 
move out money if they’re going to add. 

Front-office exec No. 4 

I would say they could use help up front in their top six but also possibly 
a defenseman. A stopper that can end plays. 

Who couldn’t use both of those things, right? 

They are clearly a highly skilled team that can really execute and hurt 
you in a quick-strike manner. I think that whoever they acquire, if they 
can add some size for the rigors of the playoffs, it will serve them well. 

Front-office exec No. 5 

In my opinion, they are not just “one” move away. Not unlike some of the 
other teams in the mix, there is more than just one area that needs to be 
addressed. 

A No. 3 center, a top four defenseman and maybe most of all 
goaltending? How they prioritize this is obviously a question for them 
internally, and as we all know in the cap world, it’s not an easy fix. 

That’s probably not the answer you’re looking for, but that’s how I would 
view them today. 

Front-office exec No. 6 

Top-nine forward with speed and physicality … playoff physicality. 

Front-office exec No. 7 

At first glance it would seem that they should be adding a defenseman, 
with the loss of Jake Muzzin early in the year, but they’ve done a terrific 
job weathering the injury storm, and it’s opened up some doors for other 
defensemen to grab on to jobs on the blue line. T.J. Brodie has been 
very good since returning from injury, and Justin Holl has had a nice 
bounce-back year, so I don’t think that the blue line is their most pressing 
need. 

Toronto should be in the market for a top-six forward with some bite. I 
look at their forward group and believe it isn’t gritty enough to advance 
through multiple series. If they could acquire a top-six forward, it would 
really help to balance out those third and fourth lines. This isn’t a knock 
on how those lines have performed this season, but in the playoffs, it’s 
heavier hockey and a game of attrition. I don’t think Toronto’s forward 

group has enough depth to go four rounds. If it swings for the fences and 
adds Timo Meier, it would give itself the best opportunity to win. 

My take? 

Lots of friendly advice here from rival colleagues, to be sure. 

I will note the comment from the first front-office person, who said this is 
the most structurally sound he has seen the Leafs to date. That’s the 
ultimate compliment for a Leafs team that hasn’t always been seen as 
playoff-ready by its rivals. This season’s team is leaving a different 
impression that way. 

So there’s that. 

But I also agree with the same exec when he says Toronto should look to 
add more physicality, toughness and experience on the back end. 

I think back to the Avalanche adding Josh Manson last year. Muzzin 
likely isn’t coming back this season. The playoffs, as we know, are a 
different beast; the level of physicality rises. It’s a total grind. 

Is there a way for the Leafs to pry Jake McCabe out of Chicago? I’m told 
McCabe is generating quite a few phone calls and the Blackhawks are 
listening. McCabe has two years left on his contract after this season at a 
$4 million average annual value. Given the club control, my sense from 
talking to teams around the league is that the price to acquire him would 
likely have to include a first-round pick. If salary was retained and 
McCabe became a $2 million cap-hit steal for the next 2 1/2 years, well, 
that cost goes up for the acquiring teams. 

The fact this would be a hockey deal might appeal to Dubas. Especially 
given the uncertainty with Muzzin long-term. The fact that the price might 
be a first-round pick, not so much. But it still might be worth looking at. 

Meanwhile, nearly all the front-office execs felt the Leafs need to add a 
forward. The last exec talked about Meier. I mean, that would be the 
home run swing, to be sure, and a player who could be part of the core 
past this season if you stickhandle around his $10 million qualifying offer 
and sign him to an extension instead. 

Thing is, how would Meier’s cap hit work with a top-heavy forward group 
already paying Matthews, Mitch Marner and John Tavares double-digit 
salaries, plus William Nylander at $6.9 million? And Nylander and 
Matthews are eligible to sign extensions this summer. 

The flip side would be thinking Meier could give the Leafs insurance in 
case the Matthews and Nylander extension talks prove thorny. 

Meier would be the splashiest add of all. He will be the most impactful 
player traded at this year’s deadline, wherever he lands. 

But the more realistic type of forward addition is someone like Ivan 
Barbashev. Yes, he’s a rental, but he shouldn’t cost a fortune, and he not 
only helps bolster the top nine but also adds some of those playoff-type 
traits the Leafs need. 

So that’s where I would go: a McCabe-Barbashev combo or a combo of 
similar players. It’s not super sexy, but it’s probably what the Leafs need 
most. 

Of course, as our fifth executive said, so much of finally getting out of the 
first round will hinge on the goaltending. Ilya Samsonov has been a 
terrific story this season, an A-plus gamble by Dubas from last summer. 
He also has but one career NHL playoff win in seven career starts. 

And so, in many ways, the Samsonov situation is like the whole 
organization’s: It’s time to figure out how to win in the playoffs. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames must make Vladar their main man after 
Markstrom's latest setback 
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Eric Francis  

 

Perhaps this is the moment – the chance for coach Darryl Sutter to 
realize what the rest of Calgary Flames observers have known for 
months. 

It’s time to go with Dan Vladar. 

Just like earlier in the year when he followed up Jacob Markstrom’s 
announcement he “sucked at hockey” by spelling him off for a few weeks, 
it’s time for the coach to switch his mindset. 

Change his rotation. 

Time for Markstrom to iron out his issues in practice, while Vladar goes in 
to give the Flames the best chance to win. 

No, Markstrom hasn’t been as bad as many fans would have you believe 
by blaming him for every loss. 

But the fact is, in almost every setback, the veteran netminder has at 
least one goal he’d like to have back. 

When you lead the league with 32 one-goal games, that questionable 
goal can often be a killer. 

That was certainly the case Monday in Ottawa when Markstom allowed a 
Tim Stutzle shot to squeeze through him in overtime, punctuating a five-
game road trip in devastating fashion as the Flames fell 4-3. 

Up 3-1 with three minutes to go in a game the Flames appeared to have 
complete control of, Markstrom and the Flames allowed two goals with 
Senators rookie goalie Mads Sogaard pulled. 

One was a cashed-in rebound, the other was every bit as impossible as 
the odd-angle overtime goal Johnny Gaudreau scored to eliminate Dallas 
last year. 

Perhaps unfair to blame Markstrom on either. 

But it was a shot in overtime by Stutzle that will be the biggest talking 
point of a trip that ended with the Flames having a 2-1-2 record. 

The 25th shot he faced all night squeezed through a hole under 
Markstrom’s blocker, ruining an otherwise positive evening.   

“I thought we played a hell of a game – ran out of gas a little bit,” said 
Sutter. 

“I thought we totally dominated the game.” 

There wasn’t much else to say, as the Flames outshot the Sens 37-25 
and controlled the game possession-wise, forechecking in such a 
manner they forced the hosts to turn the puck over 17 times (compared 
to three Flames’ cough-ups). 

Yet there they were, skating off the ice with their heads down once again. 

For the record, that’s seven losses in 11 outings that have gone beyond 
60 minutes. 

The difference, once again, is goaltending. 

This time, Markstrom, the recent Vezina Trophy runner-up, was 
outplayed by a youngster making his third NHL start, and first in 10 
months. 

Sure, it can happen. 

But it has been happening far too much to the Flames, costing them far 
too many points in a playoff race in which every point is crucial. 

Meanwhile, the man relegated to the bench far too often has helped the 
team pick up points in 13 of his last 14 starts. 

Enough is enough. 

Sutter’s penchant for riding his starter through thick and thin has certainly 
served him well over the years. 

Last year the success of his approach was debatable as Markstom’s 
brilliant regular season came crashing down at the end. 

He hasn’t been the same goalie since. 

No one is suggesting he won’t eventually find his game. 

But time is running out on letting him play through this, the most 
frustrating string of his career. 

The script needs to be switched immediately or this team will continue to 
struggle, treading water in a treacherous playoff race. 

Fans are losing faith, especially since there is an easy solution: Vladar. 

No, his goals-against average and save percentage aren’t miles ahead of 
Markstrom’s 2.93 and .891. 

However, at 11-5-4, he’s simply given the Flames a better chance to win 
this year than the 33-year-old, who is 14-13-7 while struggling mentally 
and physically. 

It’s time to give Markstrom another chance to reset while giving the team 
a better bet in net. 

Monday’s late collapse overshadowed another brilliant evening by Tyler 
Toffoli (one goal) and Dillon Dube (two goals), who’ve combined for 11 
points in their last two games. 

It sent them home on the team’s charter for a four-and-a-half hour flight 
that would have landed them in Calgary in the wee hours of the morning, 
setting them up for a gutting day off. 

“It’s tough,” said Mikael Backlund after the loss. “We played a really good 
game for 56, 57 minutes or so. 

“And then we let it get out of our hands. It’s really tough and frustrating 
for sure.” 

Markstrom’s struggles have mirrored those of a team that has still yet to 
win more than three games in a row this season. 

His last back-to-back wins came just before Christmas. 

With this Flames group, the margin for error is small, which is evidenced 
by the fact they’ve lost 20 of the 32 games decided by a goal. 

There’s a better approach available – Vladar. 

Surely, this coach has finally seen enough to understand it’s time to start 
leaning on him more. 

Much more. 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘Back to grade school’: Canucks’ Tocchet plans to reteach 
the basics after blowout loss 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

VANCOUVER — If Rick Tocchet didn’t fully understand the challenge in 
front of him, the Vancouver Canucks suckered him with reality on 
Monday. 

The National Hockey League team’s new coach is more concerned about 
the process than results, but the Canucks were atrocious at both in a 6-1 
loss at home against the Detroit Red Wings. 
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Tocchet sounded afterwards a bit like the old coach, Bruce Boudreau, as 
he struggled to make sense of what he had just witnessed from his 
players.  

Through Tocchet’s first seven games, the Canucks had been, generally, 
a much better, sounder team at five-on-five. And then there was Game 8. 

Sure, Canuck penalty-killing is still a lark and neither of their fill-in 
goalies, Collin Delia and Spencer Martin, has made nearly enough 
saves. Martin was put on waivers Monday, while Delia was put on trial 
playing behind a Canuck team that surrendered one goal on a 
breakaway, another on a two-on-zero, as well as a couple of uncontested 
tap-ins when the Red Wings had an extra skater. 

We know Vancouver can’t defend; it has allowed five or more goals 25 
times in 54 games. The Boston Bruins have also allowed that many goals 
25 times — over nearly four years. 

But even by Canuck standards, and especially in the wake of the 
progress Tocchet had made in getting players to do things like 
backcheck and conduct proper line changes, Monday’s loss was 
astounding.  

The Canucks offered little or no resistance to the Wings, who had just 
beaten Vancouver 5-2 in Detroit on Saturday. Body odour would have 
provided more deterrence in front of Delia, who also stunk a little himself 
by spilling a couple of soft rebounds and allowing the six goals on just 23 
shots. 

“We had a bunch of guys that had tough nights, but we had no stop and 
start in the game,” Tocchet said, partly referring to the Canucks’ 
breeziness around the puck. “In the defensive zone, there's just no stop 
and start. Like, we gave in. We just weren't gritty enough. You know, wall 
work, the value of the little things — we're going to have to keep stripping 
this down until we get it right. 

“It's my job, the coaches, to make these guys understand. We're going to 
have to go back to grade school on how to defend and how to stop and 
start because too many guys are spinning. (We're a) very high-risk team. 
Some of our better players today, they were just too risky for me.” 

Hired on Jan. 22 at the start of a short, busy week ahead of the All-Star 
break, Tocchet lamented that he wished he could have 10 practices. 
Tuesday’s will be the Canucks’ fifth since he took over more than three 
weeks ago. 

“It's a learning lesson for me because you can say ‘okay, we had six 
(days) and four (games),’” Tocchet said of last week’s road trip. “But, you 
know, other teams go through the same thing. That's why structure, 
discipline, leadership, they get you through these games when you just 
maybe don't have your best. I know some guys maybe didn't have their 
legs. But if you don't have your legs, then you've got to play smart 
hockey. Don't chase the game, don't have two D below the hash marks 
on a play. You've got to be smart.  

“Everybody has duds, don't get me wrong. And obviously we've had our 
share this year. (But) we've got to protect the guts of the ice. Tomorrow, 
practice is going to be a protect-the-guts type of practice. We have to. 
Too many of those cross-ice passes; I've seen a lot of them this year. 

“We've got to strip it down and we've got to just, you know, make people 
understand how important it is to do these hard things to win. It starts 
from the first goal, throwing a puck away and we give their best player a 
breakaway to start. The ball starts (rolling) right there. Then you get 
some guys get frustrated, smashing sticks. No more smashing sticks and 
stuff. You can't be entitled in this game. It's a hard game to play and 
we've got to stick together.” 

Defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson is the guy who threw the puck away 
in the offensive zone, trying a high-risk cross-ice pass that was knocked 
away and led to Dylan Larkin’s breakaway goal that made it 1-0 at 10:58. 

Ekman-Larsson was also the guy who later smashed his stick to pieces 
after returning to the Canuck bench. But the worst goal was the two-on-
zero that Red Wing Pius Suter finished at 5:19 of the third period, making 

it 5-1, after Vancouver defencemen Quinn Hughes and Tyler Myers 
coasted off on a change as Detroit regrouped in the neutral zone and 
countered. Had the Wings hustled a little more, it would have been a 
three-on-zero. 

“I'm not sure what people were thinking on that play,” Tocchet said. “I 
don't have an answer for you on that one.” 

He’ll look for some answers on Tuesday, as the New York Rangers look 
forward to points night on Wednesday when they visit Rogers Arena. 

“It's like basically almost go through walk-throughs,” Tocchet said of his 
practice plans. “When the puck is here, you've got to be here. And then 
when it goes over there, you've got to be here. We have to really almost 
go to that. I've done it before (and) I've been with coaches that have 
done it before sometimes and I think it helps. It has to help this team.” 

It couldn’t possibly make things worse. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Great Dane: Sogaard emerges victorious for Senators 
after Stutzle's heroics 

 

Wayne Scanlan  

 

Nobody saw that ending coming against the Calgary Flames, especially 
the trickle of fans heading for the exits.  

“Lightning in a bottle,” said Senators head coach D.J. Smith, after seeing 
his team get outplayed and outshot for 57 minutes before stealing the 
night with a late flourish.  

“Crazy game,” said Senators winger Drake Batherson, who scored the 
first of two goals for the Senators with their goaltender pulled in the final 
three minutes. 

Alex DeBrincat got the other, a snipe at 18:32 to tie the game 3-3. Tim 
Stützle scored the winner in overtime, after a spectacular save by callup 
goaltender Mads Sogaard to keep his team alive.  

“With four or five minutes left, you kind of see a few people leaving and 
before you know it, it’s tied up,” Batherson said. “It’s awesome. We 
haven’t scored many 6-on-5 goals since I’ve been here. And the place 
went nuts. It was great to get the win.” 

In his fourth career NHL game, Sogaard stopped 34 of 37 Flames shots 
to record his first home-ice win as a Senators goaltender. A crowd of 
15,024 watched the comeback victory and Sogaard’s big night at the 
Canadian Tire Centre.  

“It’s not every day you get to live your dream, so I was just trying to have 
as much fun as possible and treat it as another game,” Sogaard said. 
“The preparation has been identical for the past five, six years. So that 
helped me a lot to dial in . . . it was crazy to hear the crowd when we 
scored the OT winner.” 

It was fitting for Stützle to get the winner for Sogaard, as he blew a wrist 
shot through Flames goaltender Jacob Markstrom. Stützle has gone out 
of his way to make Sogaard comfortable since being recalled from 
Belleville due to injuries in Ottawa.  

“He’s a great goalie, a big guy and an awesome guy,” Stützle said of his 
Danish friend. “I’m really happy to see him get his first home win here 
and I couldn’t be more excited to see him play the way he played.” 

Sogaard got into the game early, staring down Dillon Dube breaking 
down the left side. Dube fired a shot that Sogaard stopped with his glove, 
though not cleanly. It was enough to get him into the game.  
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Staked to a 1-0 lead on a Brady Tkachuk breakaway goal, Sogaard kept 
the Flames off the board until Dube got his revenge by tipping a shot past 
Sogaard on a Calgary power play at 14:47 of the first period. Dube added 
another goal in the third period, and the Flames were in complete control 
until the final furious minutes.  

The Senators vowed to protect the 22-year-old goalie, and that was a 
mixed venture.  

The task was made more difficult by the loss of rookie defenceman Jake 
Sanderson, Ottawa’s most reliable defender despite his lack of 
experience. The Sens spent most of the evening in their own end.  

“That’s a really good hockey team,” Smith said, in praise of the Flames. 
“That’s four lines of big guys that put it in time after time . . . their D are 
big, they’re competitive.  

“Obviously we caught lightning in a bottle there the last five minutes and 
we’ve got some big game players.” 

DeBrincat’s goal from a sharp angle was a goal-scorer-issued beauty. At 
that moment, it felt like Ottawa was going to win this one, somehow, 
unlikely as that had seemed just minutes earlier.  

Over the first 40, the Senators didn’t muster any sustained pressure on 
Markstrom, as the Flames outshot Ottawa 27-11 for the first two periods. 
T 

yler Toffoli, who used to be a junior star for the 67’s just across town at 
the old Civic Centre, rifled a wrist shot past Sogaard’s glove at 5:55 of 
the second period to put Calgary ahead 2-1.  

The Senators had just killed a power play but Calgary cashed in on the 
leftover momentum to get its first lead of the night. Sogaard played well 
enough to keep his team around, allowing for the late dramatics.  

Sogaard’s opportunity is born of a crisis – injuries to Ottawa’s top two 
goaltenders, Cam Talbot and Anton Forsberg. 

On Saturday, Forsberg had to be carted off the ice after suffering MCL 
tears to both knees after Edmonton’s Zach Hyman fell on him in the 
Oilers’ 6-3 win. 

Selected by Ottawa in the second round of the 2019 draft, 37th overall, 
Sogaard is a towering figure at six-foot-seven. He had already shown an 
affinity for the North American game while with the Medicine Hat Tigers 
of the WHL.  

The Senators hoped this native of Aalborg, Denmark would not just be a 
great-big-Dane but a great Dane. Ottawa has had a history of difficulty 
drafting a starting goalie, and the thinking in the organization was that 
Sogaard could be the guy.  

Like many young goalies, Sogaard has had his challenges adapting to 
pro hockey, although his career started well. After spending most of the 
2020-21 season in Denmark, to get in more games during the pandemic, 
Sogaard made his AHL debut in late spring of 2021 and was terrific in his 
seven starts – 7-0-0 with a .917 save percentage and 2.40 goals-against.  

The next season he was expected to get the bulk of the starts, but 
injuries reduced the workload to about half his team’s games. Sogaard 
was good when healthy, finishing the season at 19-14-1, with a .908 save 
percentage and 2.86 goals-against average.  

This season he was again given the chance to carry the load in Belleville, 
but it hasn’t worked out. Injuries have limited Sogaard’s appearances to 
21 of the B-Sens 46 games, and his numbers have slipped to 6-9-2, .898, 
3.30 for a Belleville team that is in last place in the North Division.  

No one expects Sogaard to go on a Hamburglar-esque run to carry the 
Senators to the playoffs, although the circumstances are similar. When 
Andrew Hammond stepped into the breach in mid-February of the 2014-
15 season, it was on an emergency basis after Craig Anderson and 
Robin Lehner got hurt.  

Today Ottawa is again missing its two starters. Sidelined since Jan. 25 
with a suspected groin injury, Talbot could return as early as next week.  

While Hammond shocked the hockey world by going 20-1-2 with a .941 
save percentage and 1.79 goals against that season, he was struggling 
in the minors when recalled, just like Sogaard. Hammond’s save 
percentage in the AHL (with Binghamton) that season was identical to 
Sogaard’s .898. Hammond also had a losing record (7-13-2) and allowed 
3.51 goals per game, worse than Sogaard’s 3.30 GAA.  

“There’s no secret that it’s obviously an opportunity,” Sogaard told 
reporters after a Sunday practice. “You know, I’m not Andrew Hammond. 
I’m just me. I try to do my own thing and I’m trying to help this team as 
much as possible to win hockey games and give the team a chance.” 

So far, so good. Given a fresh slate in a higher league, Sogaard is 1-0 
with a .925 save percentage with the Senators.  

The betting is he gets the next start as well, Tuesday in Long Island. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Karlsson to the Oilers? Sounds dreamy, but it's not 
realistic 

 

Mark Spector  

 

EDMONTON — What are the chances that the capped out Edmonton 
Oilers will add defenceman Erik Karlsson and his $11.5-million cap hit to 
their roster by the March 3 trade deadline — and for the next four 
seasons?  

Well, it’s kind of like how the analytics folks can turn a struggling player 
into a team’s “best defensive forward.”  

You can invent the math that makes sense out of a Karlsson to 
Edmonton trade, but it doesn’t mean that math is based on any sort of 
reality.  

It all starts with the San Jose Sharks, who would have to retain about $4 
million of Karlsson’s contract for any trade to work between the capped 
out Oilers and rebuilding Sharks. However, nothing of the sort has ever 
happened in the NHL’s salary cap history — let alone between two teams 
in the same division.  

According to Puckpedia.com, whose data goes back to 2019, the most 
seasons ever retained was when the Arizona Coyotes retained six years 
of Oliver Ekman-Larsson at $990,000 per season after a trade to the 
Vancouver Canucks. The Oilers retained four years on Milan Lucic, but 
that was only $750,000 per season after a trade to the Calgary Flames. 
The fee runs out with Lucic’s contract at the conclusion of this season.  

Only four times in NHL history has a team retained $4 million in a trade, 
in deals involving Claude Giroux, Taylor Hall, Nick Foligno and Eric Staal. 
In each case however, those players were in the final year of their 
contracts when the deal was consummated, so in reality, the retaining 
team only ate salary and cap space from the trade deadline onwards.  

The only roughly similar retention was when San Jose retained $2.64 
million on Brent Burns for three years, a hit that has two years remaining. 
Nothing even close to four years and $4 million has ever happened 
before.  

But, let’s talk this out anyhow.  

What if the Sharks don’t retain any money? Why can’t Edmonton just 
trade enough salary to San Jose to make this deal happen?  

OK, let’s make the money work:  
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Edmonton gets: Erik Karlsson ($11.5 million).  

San Jose gets: Tyson Barrie ($4.5 million), Jesse Puljujarvi ($3 million), 
Warren Foegele ($2.75 million), Derek Ryan ($1.25 million).  

In their most recent game, the Oilers had a 22-man roster. Make the 
above trade — and we haven’t even added in any players and picks that 
San Jose wishes to acquire — and the Oilers would be capped out with 
just 19 players on their roster.  

Of course, the Sharks would want more than Barrie and a bunch of depth 
forwards in return. Along with a first-round pick, if they ask for a roster 
player like Philip Broberg, Dylan Holloway or Evan Bouchard, that would 
leave the Oilers with 18 players under their cap.  

“We’re at the cap with 21 players,” reminded Oilers GM Ken Holland on 
Monday. “Not 23 players. Twenty-one players.”  

So, clearly, the Sharks have to retain salary. At least $4 million, we’d say.  

Honestly, the dream of Holland being able to orchestrate a deal as rich 
as this one — for a player of Karlsson’s pedigree with four years 
remaining on his contract — is pure fantasy. Maybe in the summertime, 
but not mid-season.  

Holland could finagle a trade for a Patrick Kane or Timo Meier — players 
with high AAV’s but on expiring contracts. Or he could do a deal for 
someone with a lower salary and some remaining term — but not so high 
an AAV that a team would balk at retaining.  

Like a Joel Edmundson, who makes $3.5 million for this year and next. 
Send the Montreal Canadiens Puljujarvi and a first-rounder in 2023, and 
maybe they would retain the necessary $500,000 to make the deal work.  

But that’s a far cry from eating $16 million so a divisional foe can take a 
run at a Stanley Cup, as San Joe would be asked to do.  

So, how did Holland find himself here?  

Well, he had some cap space last summer, and knowing that he was 
going to have to dip deep into long-term injury space with Oscar Klefbom 
and Mike Smith not able to play, he did what every GM would do: He 
spent to the max.  

“We re-signed Evander Kane,” he began. “We made a decision to go in 
the marketplace and signed a No. 1 goaltender in Jack Campbell. We 
made a decision to re-sign Brett Kulak, and I feel really good about all 
those decisions.  

“But all those decisions I've made is that as we approach the trade 
deadline — for the most part — we are dollar in, dollar out.”  

The summer before, Holland struck excellent deals with Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins ($5.125 million AAV) and Zach Hyman ($5.5 million), at least in 
the short term. Both players are on pace for 90-point seasons.  

He’s got the young, cheaper players on his roster who are helping in 
Broberg, Holloway, Bouchard, Ryan McLeod, Vincent Desharnais, Klim 
Kostin and Stuart Skinner.  

The forwards at the top of his payroll — Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl — are one-two in NHL scoring. His highest paid defenceman 
has had his struggles, but Darnell Nurse gives the Oilers 24 minutes a 
night, leads them at plus-15, and his 27 points trail only power-play 
quarterback Tyson Barrie.  

Like Holland or not, by and large his work here has been pretty tidy.  

But can he afford to make a major splash on an $11.5 million player 
come March 3?  

Only in a fantasy world, folks. Only in a fantasy world. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Rangers' lengthened lineup firing 
on all cylinders 

 

Ryan Dixon  

 

When Artemi Panarin scored the New York Rangers’ 12th goal of the 
weekend — and his fourth in a 6-2 whacking of the Carolina Hurricanes 
— he gave Jimmy Vesey the “all you” point in recognition of the latter’s 
beautiful backhand, under-duress dish from the boards. 

Of course, Panarin did his part on the play, too, spinning to his forehand 
in the slot and whipping the puck past Frederik Andersen on the glove 
side. And that’s the really good news for the Rangers right now; from 
stars like Panarin to role players like Vesey to shiny new toy Vladimir 
Tarasenko, everybody is pitching in to try and get this final-four team 
from a year ago to the next level. 

Gotta See It: Panarin completes four-goal game with snipe past 
Hurricanes' Andersen 

On Friday night, Tarasenko scored 2:49 into his Blueshirts tenure to land 
the opening salvo in a 6-3 win over the Seattle Kraken. Twenty-four 
hours later, Tarasenko’s countryman and old pal, Panarin, recorded the 
first four-goal game of his career as New York downed the Metropolitan 
Division-leading Hurricanes in their own barn.  

With that, a Rangers team that was two points out of the playoffs on Dec. 
4, well past the quarter-mark of the season, pulled to within six points of 
Carolina for the Metro lead and three of the New Jersey Devils for home-
ice advantage in a possible ‘Battle of the Hudson’ playoff series (!). 

Since that date more than two months ago, the two teams with the best 
points percentage in the entire league (.796) are the Rangers and the 
very same Hurricanes team they just shellacked. In terms of five-on-five 
expected goals percentage during that same stretch, New York ranks 
fourth behind only the Boston Bruins, Tampa Bay Lighting and Kraken. 

So while it’s fun to draw a line between the Tarasenko pickup last week 
and the Rangers suddenly hanging touchdowns on opponents, there’s 
obviously a lot more going on here and this weekend only served to 
highlight some of it. 

Gotta See It: Tarasenko scores first for Rangers less than three minutes 
into debut 

Vincent Trochek had two helpers in his first game back in Carolina to 
give him four points in the two wins; backup Jaroslav Halak made 27 
saves against the Canes to pick up his seventh straight win and run his 
save percentage to .927 in that time; Mika Zibanejad scored his 16th 
power-play goal of the year on Friday and only Leon Draisaitl has more; 
even Kaapo Kakko tallied against Seattle to break a 16-game drought, 
then potted an empty-netter against Carolina. Alexis Lafreniere also 
grabbed assists in each game, giving him eight points in his past eight 
outings. If both he and Kakko can keep it going, now you throw 
Tarasenko in there and a team that struggled to find goals last year has 
suddenly really lengthened the lineup. 

The fact we’ve gone this far without even mentioning the team’s fantastic 
D corps tells you the Rangers have something cooking. That was true 
before the Tarasenko acquisition, it’s even more the case now and if 
another Russian guy — goalie Igor Shesterkin — finds his true ‘A’ game 
by the playoffs, ending a near 30-year Cup drought on Broadway is 
officially in play.  

Other Takeaways 

• You might think Panarin, with his six points, was the runaway weekend 
Art Ross winner, but linemates Nick Schmaltz and Clayton Keller of the 
Arizona Coyotes both had a half-dozen points themselves. In fact, at 
least one of them drew a point on all eight of the goals scored by Arizona 
this weekend in two overtime losses to the Blackhawks and Blues. It’s 
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great to see Keller having a strong season after his breakout was cut 
short last year with a broken leg. Schmaltz, meanwhile, now has 13 
points in his past seven games as he is playing on the right side with 
Barrett Hayton in the middle and Keller on the left.  

• Arizona’s loss to St. Louis came when Ryan O’Reilly scored the 
overtime winner in his first game in over a month thanks to a broken foot. 
If the Bo Horvat trade loosened the logjam, it feels like the Tarasenko 
swap might break the dam. Could O’Reilly follow his former teammate 
out the door in St. Louis? Stay tuned, because this feels like the week 
rumours morph into realities across the league. 

• Are things finally coming together for Cody Glass? The 2017 sixth-
overall pick — and very first in Vegas history — snagged an assist in 
Nashville’s 2-1 shootout win over the Flyers on Saturday, giving him eight 
points in his past 10 games. Glass has basically been playing at a 60-
point place since Christmastime and he’s centring an effective top line 
between Matt Duchene and Filip Forsberg. His first full year in Nashville 
is offering promise.  

Weekend Warrior 

Do they make ’em like Dustin Brown anymore? I mean, even when they 
did, he was still a rare bird. Two things to acknowledge about the career 
King who just got a statue outside of Crypto.com Arena (*sniff* it’ll always 
be Staples Center to me); First, he took the right approach — hard as it 
must have been — when it was time to hand the ‘C’ to Anze Kopitar. 
Also, he really did have a great third act, scoring at basically a 25-goal 
pace from 2017-18 through 2020-21 when many had written him off as a 
10-goal guy.  

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs (32-14-8) Realistically had the Leafs lost Friday 
in Columbus in their first game back after the break then waxed the 
Jackets at home, everybody would be fine. Instead, they won the first 
game, then lost at Scotiabank Arena and coach Sheldon Keefe was not 
happy about https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/keefe-calls-out-maple-
leafs-effort-in-weak-loss-to-last-place-blue-jackets/ it. 

2. Winnipeg Jets (33-19-1) The big boys weren’t going to let the Jets 
drop their first game back as All-Star Game participant Josh Morrissey 
went 1-1-2, Blake Wheeler had two goals and a helper and Mark 
Scheifele, after scoring in the 4-1 defeat of Chicago on Saturday, is just 
six goals shy of his career-best 38. Scheifele has a real shot at 50 this 
season.  

3. Edmonton Oilers (30-19-5) How many storylines in Edmonton would 
you go through before getting to the fact Ryan Nugent Hopkins — who 
scored the final goal in a 6-3 win over Ottawa Saturday — could equal 
his career high in goals (28) and points (69) with a really good week? His 
age-29 season is proving to be something as he’s on pace for 36 goals 
and 96 points 11 years after being the first-overall pick. 

4. Calgary Flames (25-18-10) Jakob Pelletier and Dennis Gilbert both 
scored their first career NHL goals on Saturday afternoon in Calgary’s big 
7-2 win over Buffalo. Isn’t that adorable? 

5. Ottawa Senators (24-24-3) You knew when Anton Forsberg was being 
carried off the ice late in Saturday’s loss to the Oilers that it wasn’t good. 
On Sunday, we learned the goalie tore MCLs in both knees and is done 
for the year. Tough, tough news for a 30-year-old whose been a .911 
goalie since joining Ottawa nearly two years ago.  

6. Montreal Canadiens (22-27-4) Stick tap and more to Alex Belzile for 
scoring his first NHL goal at 31 years old on Sunday versus Edmonton. 
The Habs completed a sweep of their annual Super Bowl Weekend 
home afternoon games and the sneaky storyline might just be how 
productive 28-year-old Mike Matheson has been when in the lineup. 
Injuries have kept the local boy out of the lineup for long stretches in his 
first year with the Canadiens, but with three points in wins over the 
Islanders and Oilers, Matheson is playing at a 47-point clip in 19 
contests.  

7. Vancouver Canucks (21-28-4) After being dropped 5-2 by the Red 
Wings in Detroit on Saturday, the Canucks turn around and host the 
Wings on Monday.  

The Week Ahead 

• The 2022 Stanley Cup Final combatants will duel for the second time in 
less than a week on Tuesday, as Colorado hosts Tampa Bay after 
getting blasted 5-0 by the Bolts last time out in Florida.  

• The Canadiens make their first trip to Toronto this season on Saturday. 
The rebuilding Habs are actually 2-0-0 versus their “forever rivals” this 
year.  

• The Hurricanes will participate in the first outdoor game in franchise 
history Saturday when they host the Washington Capitals at Carter-
Finley Stadium in Raleigh. If you take the Kraken — who will host Vegas 
in the 2024 Winter Classic — off the board, that leaves just Arizona, 
Florida and Columbus as the only teams that have never taken it outside 
for a regular season NHL contest. 
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TSN.CA / Rethinking the rarity of point-per-game players 

 

Travis Yost 

 

“He’s a point-per-game player!” 

Talk hockey for more than a couple of minutes, and you have likely heard 
this phrase. It’s an easy, if rudimentary benchmark for player analysis – 
we know individual production matters, and we know the ability to sustain 
scoring is underpinned by a player’s skill level, though other factors 
(notably, the quality of teammates around him) can also play a factor. 

Most importantly, it has traditionally been a high bar to clear in the 
National Hockey League. Being a point-per-game player has, by 
extension, meant you are one of the most productive offensive players in 
the league. We have trained ourselves to understand that point-per-game 
players, by and large, are rare to find and dominant relative to their 
peers. 

I think it’s time to challenge that sentiment. The NHL is in the midst of an 
offensive renaissance – scoring is up anywhere and everywhere, and 
offensive skill is winning the day. If you look at the 2022-23 regular 
season, you find a staggering number of players who are averaging a 
point per game or more. 

Using 300 all-situation minutes as the minimum for what would qualify a 
player, we find 46 skaters (including six defencemen) who are carrying a 
point-per-game average or better this late into the season: 

I’m not sure what’s more remarkable – that the majority of NHL teams 
this season have at least one point-per-game player, or that there are 
seven teams (including the Buffalo Sabres, New Jersey Devils, Tampa 
Bay Lightning, Toronto Maple Leafs, Colorado Avalanche, Edmonton 
Oilers, and Vancouver Canucks) who have at least three. 

This must change our prior understanding of what it means to be a point-
per-game player. If we look at the percentage of forwards and 
defencemen by year who have been able to maintain a point-per-game 
pace until the finish line, you see a sharp move to the upside in recent 
years: 

Let’s put this in perspective for a moment. This year, a whopping 11 per 
cent of regular forwards are scoring at a point-per-game rate or higher, 
which is easily the highest level realized in the statistical modern era. 
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But what’s more remarkable, and I think more indicative of how the game 
has evolved, is what’s happening with defencemen. Six blueliners – San 
Jose’s Erik Karlsson, Buffalo’s Rasmus Dahlin, Winnipeg’s Josh 
Morrissey, Vancouver’s Quinn Hughes, New Jersey’s Dougie Hamilton, 
and Colorado’s Cale Makar – are holding at a point-per-game pace or 
better, which means three per cent of NHL defencemen are producing at 
this rate right now. 

Lastly, to show how accelerated a change this has been, consider the 
distribution of scoring by positional group from the 2014-15 season 
versus this year. The 2014-15 season was headlined by defensive 
dominance, with the league’s best teams (New York, Tampa Bay, St. 
Louis, Washington, Chicago) distinguishing themselves through goal 
suppression – a very different league, even if it was just eight seasons 
ago. 

How different? Radically so: 

Being a point-per-game player is still a phenomenal achievement. But 
when you hear a forward is scoring at such a pace, know that more than 
10 per cent of his peers at the position are as well. And it no longer takes 
a unicorn like Nicklas Lidstrom or Karlsson to score like a forward while 
playing on the blueline. 

Offensive skill is omnipresent right now, and that’s a great thing for the 
league. 
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