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Newest PNC renovation proposals show latest vision for arena’s future  

By Luke DeCock 

The Centennial Authority on Tuesday saw the latest vision 
for the future of PNC Arena. The question now: How much of 
it can it afford to realize? 

Tuesday’s presentation by architects Ratio and HOK was an 
updated and presumably final version of what the arena 
authority has been considering since 2014, a massive 
package of potential renovations that includes new clubs and 
suite spaces, bars overlooking the arena, more backstage 
space and new offices for the Carolina Hurricanes, a new 
entry from Edwards Mill Road and even outdoor space 
overlooking Carter-Finley Stadium, which will host the NHL’s 
Stadium Series game between the Hurricanes and 
Washington Capitals on Saturday. 

The arena authority will now work with renovation consultant 
CAA ICON over the next 8-10 weeks to figure out what the 
renovations would cost and prepare a menu of proposed 
changes it can take to the City of Raleigh and Wake County 
in June to request money from tourism tax funds to update 
the 23-year-old arena. 

“This will get us in the right mindset to get some final 
numbers and go back to the city and county to make sure we 
have the funding to do what we need to do,” authority 
chairman Philip Isley said Tuesday. “We’ll continue to work 
on that over the summer months.” 

That approval would be predicated on a long-term lease 
extension with the Hurricanes, which the authority is 
currently negotiating. That lease extension in turn appears 
contingent on the authority giving Hurricanes owner Tom 
Dundon the ability to develop the land around the arena into 
a mixed-use urban hub like North Hills. 

In 2019, Ratio/HOK had the cost of upgrades pegged at 
$225 million, a figure certain to rise with inflation, increased 
construction costs and new arena trends. The process 
stalled at that point because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I say this as a fiscal conservative: This is the time to be 
bold,” authority vice chairman Kieran Shanahan said. 

Some of the proposed changes were originally presented to 
the authority almost a decade ago, when it first started 
exploring major renovations to the arena, while others have 
been updated for the latest arena trends. Authority members 
saw many of those in recent tours of Chicago’s recently 
renovated United Center and Wrigley Field as well as new 
arenas in Milwaukee and New York. 

Tuesday’s presentation took ideas that were presented to the 
authority by Ratio/HOK as concepts last summer, updated 
them with input from stakeholders and put them in a format 
the authority can use to move forward with planning, pricing 
and a phased approach to construction that will allow the 
upgrades to be completed over a period of several summers. 

“What we’ve tried to do is show the opportunities that might 
be available for this building,” said Ratio’s Bill Browne, who 
noted any loss of seating capacity — as with the bars 
overlooking the arena bowl — would be offset by increased 
revenue. 

Among the upgrades proposed by Ratio/HOK are a new 
“grand and communal” entry lobby at the south end with 
space for a sportsbook; an updated exterior with digital 
signage; bars on the main concourse and in the upper bowl 
that overlook the playing surface; new premium clubs under 
the stands at the arena level and under the main concourse; 
a “view terrace” on the upper level at the south end facing 
Carter-Finley; and a new road connecting the arena 
perimeter with Edwards Mill at the intersection with Wade 
Park Boulevard, north of the current entry. 

Changes to the loading dock would allow concerts to load in 
and out more quickly, a suggestion that came directly from 
arena employees and was incorporated into the plan, while 
the Hurricanes and authority offices currently located at the 
south end of the arena would be moved to new quarters in 
the north end to free up space for the entry lobby, terrace, 
clubs and other fan amenities. 

“We think the south end could be really special and 
something to be focused on in a larger project,” HOK’s 
Micheal Day said. 

PNC Arena was originally completed in 1999 and the interior 
of the building has seen few changes since then, beyond 
some tweaks to club spaces, concessions and a new 
scoreboard and LED ribbon boards. Dundon, a Dallas 
billionaire who bought the Hurricanes in 2018, is attempting 
to activate his right in the arena lease to develop the almost 
80 acres of wooded space and parking lots surrounding the 
arena. 

The renovations and development discussion has 
accelerated considerably over the past year, since NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman visited Raleigh in April to 
underline the importance of an updated arena and 
surroundings to the league, but the conversion of surface 
parking lots into parking decks to allow for the construction of 
hotels, restaurants, offices and an outdoor music venue – as 
the Hurricanes have proposed – remains the biggest sticking 
point with N.C. State, which uses the arena lots for football 
parking. 

Isley met with Bettman in New York last month to update the 
commissioner on the renovation and development process, 
and said Tuesday the authority would now prioritize what 
changes it wants to pursue with an eye to starting the 4-5 
year renovation process in the summer of 2024. 

“When we go to our funding partners, we have to make sure 
we have a plan, a way to implement that plan and construct it 
in a timely fashion,” Isley said



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 15, 2023 

 

Finally here: Raleigh prepares for NHL Stadium Series 
Several events lead up to Saturday’s outdoor game at 
Carter-Finley Stadium between the Hurricanes and visiting 
Capitals 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The main event will be Saturday night, but the 
Carolina Hurricanes and NHL have served up a week’s worth 
of activities ahead of the Feb. 18 Stadium Series game 
against the Washington Capitals at NC State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium. 

Any questions about whether or not the Triangle would have 
issues hosting such a big event were quickly stamped out by 
how quickly tickets — an estimated 57,000 will be 
attendance — were sold. 

“I have to admit, we’re surprised by how quickly this fan base 
gobbled up tickets,” Steve Mayer, NHL chief content officer 
and event producer, said Monday. “Absolutely incredible. It 
shows how this market has grown, how much they love 
hockey. I think it’s one of the fastest-selling games we’ve 
ever had. And so that says a lot about Raleigh, a lot about 
Carolina and the interest in the game. We expect quite a 
crowd here.” 

The rink, which is centered on the Wolfpack’s football field, is 
expected to be ready by Wednesday, and the lead-up to the 
game includes events in downtown Raleigh, the area 
surrounding Carter-Finley Stadium and PNC Arena, and 
inside the stadium. 

Both teams are scheduled to skate at the rink on midday 
Friday, though weather could complicate things: The forecast 
calls for rain, which would likely lead to the teams moving 
their practices indoors. 

“We’re gonna try to get them on the ice,” Mayer said. “But if 
the rain is significant, we’ll probably move them into an 
indoor facility. That’s what we typically do. We don’t want to 
… but we also want to preserve the ice for Saturday’s game.” 

Earlier Friday, the Veterans Showcase Hockey Tournament 
will take place at Raleigh Polar Ice (2601 Raleigh Blvd.) from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. between four teams, including one from Fort 
Bragg. 

“Through the Veterans Showcase, we’re able to create a 
platform for veteran hockey teams to share their stories and 
celebrate their talent,” said Capt. Keith Hoskins (USN 
Retired), executive vice president of branch operations for 
event sponsor Navy Federal Credit Union. “Moments like this 

are how we honor the hard work, commitment and 
camaraderie of our members, the NHL and its fans, and 
we’re very proud of that.” 

A fan fest will take place downtown on Friday from 11 a.m. to 
9 p.m. with two live music stages, street hockey, beer 
stations and more than 30 food trucks, and several local 
team mascots and activities for children. Fans will have the 
opportunity to take photos with Hurricanes alumni and the 
Stanley Cup, and the night will end with a fireworks and 
drone light show at 9 p.m. 

While weather looks iffy for Friday, Saturday is expected to 
have a high of 52 degrees and low of 35 degrees with no 
rain. 

“We see nothing in the forecast coming up that presents a 
problem at all,” Mayer said. “There could be a little rain for 
practice day, so we’re keeping our eye on that. But game 
day temperatures look great — actually perfect.” 

Parking for the game on Saturday — which should be 
purchased ahead of time at NHL.com/stadiumseries — will 
open at 2 p.m., and the NHL will have its PreGame festivities 
running from that time until 7:30 p.m. 

That will include a chance for fans to face off in bubble 
hockey or attempt trick shot and stick handling challenges. 
There will also be an NHL esports event, the EA Sports NHL 
23 Stadium Series Open, from 2:30 p.m. to 6 p.m., along 
with other booths and attractions. The Stanley Cup will again 
be available for fan photos. 

The league announced Tuesday that alternative rock group 
lovelytheband will perform at 4 p.m. at the PNC Arena East 
1000 parking lot. 

The gates to Carter-Finley Stadium will open at 6 p.m. 

The Hurricanes announced that three alumni of the 2006 
Stanley Cup team — Erik Cole, Mike Commodore and Chad 
Larose — will serve as siren sounders before each period, 
and during the first intermission of the game, country 
musician Jake Owen will perform. 

The NHL, which is renting Carter-Finley Stadium from NC 
State for the event, will also try and incorporate aspects of 
the football game day experience beyond the tailgating that 
fans have already integrated into the Hurricanes’ culture. 

“The other thing for us which is really important is to 
celebrate not only the Hurricanes and hockey in this region 
but to celebrate NC State,” Mayer said. “I think you’ll see in 
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things that we’re going to incorporate from a creative 
standpoint, we’re really going all in on NC State as well. 

“Whether it’s alumni, whether it’s the marching band and 
other elements that you might see during a football game, 
that’s part of why it’s so special wherever we go (for outdoor 
games) to really celebrate where we’re at and show it off. 

Not only to those who are in the stadium but those who are 
watching … around the world. 

“This is a global game. That is televised around the world 
and our signature game, these outdoor games. So we’ll be 
proud to show off NC State as well as Carolina Hurricanes 
hockey.” 

 
 
 
 

Burns scores, Hurricanes beat Ovechkin-less Capitals 3-2 
By Stephen Whyno 

WASHINGTON — Brent Burns scored his 11th goal of the 
season, Frederik Andersen made 34 saves and the Carolina 
Hurricanes beat the depleted Washington Capitals 3-2 on 
Tuesday night. 

Burns had one of three Hurricanes goals scored thanks to a 
point shot from a defenseman. The 2017 Norris Trophy 
winner scored through traffic, Calvin de Haan's shot went in 
off Paul Stastny, and Brady Skjei's shot was redirected in by 
Stefan Noesen on the power play. 

Those hard-earned goals and Andersen's solid performance 
helped Carolina get back on track after losing 6-2 at home to 
the New York Rangers over the weekend. The Hurricanes 
have won 10 of their past 12 to pad their lead atop the 
Metropolitan Division. 

“Any time you lose, I think we’ve done a good job just kind of 
turning the page," Stastny said. “For us, it’s just kind of 
finding our legs, finding our groove after that break. I think 
we were playing pretty well going into the break and now 
we’re just slowly finding it more and more the past couple 
games, and I think we’ll be able to get back to where we 
were before.” 

This was the kind of response the Hurricanes were hoping 
for after losing to New York on Saturday and with players' 
fathers and mentors in attendance. It's a good start to the 
week for the Hurricanes, who are set to play their first 
outdoor game Saturday night against Washington at North 
Carolina State's football stadium in Raleigh. 

“It’s just good to get a win,” Stastny said. “The fathers' trip is 
always kind of special for everyone. You always play with a 
little extra energy.” 

The Capitals could get top winger Tom Wilson back for the 
Stadium Series game, but they'll still be without captain Alex 
Ovechkin, No. 1 defenseman John Carlson and likely fourth-
line center Nic Dowd. 

Ovechkin left the team Tuesday to attend to a family health 
matter, and coach Peter Laviolette expects the Russian 
winger to be out at least the rest of the week and away “for 
the foreseeable future.” Carlson has been out since Dec. 23 
after taking a slapshot to the head, while Dowd has missed 
10 consecutive games because of injury. 

“I thought we played hard against a real good team,” 
Laviolette said. “I didn’t like the outcome. We didn’t win the 
hockey game. Did a lot of good things, but in the end we 
came up short.” 

Joe Snively, only in the lineup because of the absences of 
Ovechkin and forward Aliaksei Protas — who's out to be with 
his wife for the birth of the couple's first child — had a goal 
and a primary assist. The Northern Virginia native set up T.J. 
Oshie with a perfect pass in front and later picked a corner 
on Andersen to score his first goal since Feb. 17, 2022. 

Darcy Kuemper made 27 saves and could hardly be blamed 
on any of Carolina's goals. Trevor van Riemsdyk's would-be 
tying goal for the Capitals midway through the third period 
was disallowed after Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
successfully challenged for goaltender interference. 

The NHL’s Situation Room said video review determined 
Oshie impaired Andersen’s ability to play his position. 

“Nobody's sure on these,” Brind'Amour said. “On the 
overhead, it’s clear (Oshie) goes in by himself and he takes a 
crack at the puck but then he lies on the goalie for a split 
second. So, by the letter of the law, you’re not allowed to do 
that, so that’s why I was pretty sure.” 

Washington has lost two in a row since beating the league-
leading Boston Bruins on Saturday. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday night. 

Capitals: Host the Florida Panthers on Thursday night. 
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Recap: Canes Celebrate Valentine's Day With Victory Over Capitals 
Burns, Stastny and Noesen score en route to 3-2 result 

By Walt Ruff  

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Carolina Hurricanes provided 
their Fathers and Mentors with a victorious performance on 
Tuesday, taking a 3-2 result from the Washington Capitals. 

The Story 

While the first 15 minutes of the contest were not the liveliest 
of the season, the final five of the first period certainly caught 
everyone's attention. 

An impressive display of smarts and skills from Brent Burns 
began the evening's scoring, fitting a shot through traffic for 
his ninth point in his last nine games. 

However, just 4:02 later, Washington would begin a trend of 
having quick answers to Carolina's goals. T.J. Oshie put 
home a feed from Joe Snively inside the final minute of the 
frame to close out the first at a score of 1-1. 

When the second period got going, the late-first uptick in 
scoring came along with. After Stefan Noesen aided Paul 
Stastny in winning an offensive zone draw, a Calvin de Haan 
shot from the point then hit Stastny in front and bounced by 
Darcy Kuemper to put the Canes in front again. 

But once more, the lead didn't last long. 

Just 3:50 after Stastny's sixth of the season, Snively then 
beat Frederik Andersen on the rush to pull the game back 
even. 

The back and forth would continue for a third goal of the 
period, although this time Carolina was able to buck the 
trend of allowing a quick response. On the power play after a 
slashing call to Conor Sheary, Stefan Noesen was able to 
redirect home a Brady Skjei shot from the point to put the 
Canes in the lead once again. 

#23's tally was his team-leading seventh of the season on 
the man advantage. 

Thanks to some timely stops from Andersen and two 
successful penalty kills of their own in the final 5:44 of the 
second period, the visitors were able to take their 3-2 score 
back into the locker room at the end of 40 minutes. 

In the third, Washington thought they were able to tie the 
contest, this time via former Hurricane Trevor van Riemsdyk. 
However, a successful challenge by Rod Brind'Amour, Chris 
Huffine, Mike Brown, and the Canes coaching staff erased 
the would-be equalizer due to goaltender interference. The 
Capitals would continue to push, but they were unable to get 
another by Andersen legally in the final 10:21, meaning the 
Canes were able to hold on and earn the win. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his thoughts on the win... 

"We played hard. It wasn't a great game for us by any 
stretch, but in the third period Freddie made a couple of nice 
saves and we were able to just kind of hang on. So we'll take 
the win and move on." 

Paul Stastny on taking the victory with the team's Fathers 
and Mentors in attendance... 

"It's just good to get a win. The [Fathers and Mentors] trip is 
always special for everyone. You always put a little extra 
energy in. You want to have good spirits. No one wants to 
get yelled at by them after the game. If you don't win there's 
always going to be the excuse of 'you should have done this', 
or 'you should have done this', so that's good. It's always 
tough to play here on the road, especially since these guys 
are fighting for every point. For us, it's a big two points and 
we'll try to continue to build on it." 

Brent Burns touching on his first period goal, and his 
offensive success as of late... 

"Every one of them has been a good play from the forwards. 
That goal doesn't go in without great net-front presence. 
Obviously that line, Staal's line, they play so hard. They 
grind. They've got such a great presence in front of the net. 
You need those guys and they just do such a good job of 
grinding teams down. A lot of time for us guys at the point, it 
comes from the forwards doing a great job and creating 
chances." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes advance to 35-10-8 with the victory. 

 Defenseman Brady Skjei was playing in the 500th 
game of his NHL career tonight. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen improves to 7-1 
since returning from injury on January 12. He 
finished with 34 stops. 

 The locker room was accompanied to the affair by 
special plus-ones, as the team hosted their Fathers 
and Mentors Trip for the first time since the 2019-20 
season. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to return to Raleigh post-game 
and be off on Wednesday. They'll then return to game action 
on Thursday, hosting the Montreal Canadiens for Hall of 
Fame Night, where the team will honor Cam Ward. 
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Hurricanes defeat Capitals in Stadium Series preview 
Noesen scores deciding goal, has assist; Washington loses 
1st game of Ovechkin absence 

By Harvey Valentine 

Recap: CAR 3, WSH 2 

Brent Burns and Stefan Noesen each scored a goal to propel 
the Hurricanes to a 3-2 road victory over the Capitals 

WASHINGTON -- Frederik Andersen made 13 of his 34 
saves in the third period, and the Carolina Hurricanes 
defeated the Washington Capitals 3-2 at Capital One Arena 
on Tuesday. 

"We played hard," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It 
wasn't a great game by us by any stretch, but third period, 
obviously 'Freddie' made a couple nice saves, and we were 
able to just kind of hang on. So, we'll take the win and move 
on." 

Stefan Noesen had the game-winning goal and an assist for 
the Hurricanes (35-10-8), who rebounded from a 6-2 home 
loss to the New York Rangers on Saturday in their first game 
after the All-Star break. 

"For us, it's just kind of finding our legs, finding our groove 
after that break," Carolina forward Paul Stastny said. "I think 
we were playing pretty well going into the break (seven 
straight wins) and now we're just slowly finding it more and 
more the past couple games, and I think we'll be able to get 
back to where we were before." 

Joe Snively scored his first goal of the season and had an 
assist for the Capitals (28-22-6), who have lost two in a row. 
Darcy Kuemper made 27 saves. 

"I thought we played hard against a real good team," 
Washington coach Peter Laviolette said. "I didn't like the 
outcome. We didn't win the hockey game. Did a lot of good 
things, but in the end we came up short." 

The Capitals played without forward Alex Ovechkin, who is 
expected to be away from the team for at least the remainder 
of the week to attend to a family matter. 

Snively, who played his seventh game of the season, was 
called up from Hershey of the American Hockey League on 
Tuesday and replaced Aliaksei Protas, who was a late 
scratch. Protas left to be with his wife for the birth of their first 
child. 

"The plan was just to take warmups in case of emergency, 
and I got the [word I was playing] right before warmups," 
Snively said. 

The teams will play outdoors in the 2023 Navy Federal Credit 
Union NHL Stadium Series at Carter-Finley Stadium in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, on Saturday (8 p.m. ET; ABC, 
ESPN+, SN360, TVAS2). 

Noesen gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead on the power play at 
11:38 of the second period when he deflected Brady Skjei's 
point shot in front. 

The Capitals appeared to tie it when Trevor van Riemsdyk 
knocked in a loose puck during at scramble in front at 9:39 of 
the third, but the goal was overturned after the Hurricanes 
challenged for goaltender interference. Video review 
determined T.J. Oshie impaired Andersen's ability to play his 
position. 

"On the overhead, it's clear [Oshie] goes in by himself and he 
takes a crack at the puck but then he lies on the goalie for a 
split second," Brind'Amour said. "So, by the letter of the law, 
you're not allowed to do that, so that's why I was pretty sure." 

Oshie said, "Disallowed goal, that's the way she goes. Wish I 
would've been able to get off him a little bit. I felt like there 
was no room behind me to really move once I got down 
there. It was just kind of unfortunate, but I thought the guys 
played hard tonight and you know, we had other chances to 
score for sure." 

Brent Burns gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 15:00 of the first 
period when he scored on a wrist shot through traffic from 
the point. 

Oshie tied it 1-1 at 19:02, driving to the net and converting a 
crossing pass from Snively on the rush. 

The Hurricanes went in front 2-1 at 2:33 of the second when 
Calvin de Haan's shot from the point deflected off Stastny in 
the left face-off circle. 

Snively tied it 2-2 at 6:23, taking a pass from van Riemsdyk 
and beating Andersen high to the short side from the left 
circle. 

"He was fantastic for us out there," Oshie said of Snively. 
"He obviously hasn't been a part of some of the struggles 
that we've had lately, so he looks like he kind of came in with 
a fresh, young face and played great out there." 
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NOTES: Seven of Noesen's 10 goals this season have come 
with the man-advantage. … Skjei played 23:02 and had an 
assist in his 500th NHL game. … Capitals defenseman 

Dmitry Orlov got his 196th NHL assist to pass Sylvain Cote 
for the eighth-most by a defenseman in their history. 

 

Pesce's dad energetically reads out Hurricanes starting lineups 
Carolina defenseman's father hypes up team before game 

By Anna Kulesa  

Brian Pesce brought the energy to the Carolina Hurricanes 
locker room on Tuesday. 

Brett Pesce's father read out the starting lineups before 
Carolina's game against the Washington Capitals at Capital 
One Arena. 

Sporting his son's No. 22 jersey, the proud dad received 
cheers from the players as he walked into the Hurricanes 
locker room. 

Brian read out the starters with a lot of enthusiasm, but just 
had one question as to why his son was not starting. 

Brett's reactions to his dad were priceless. 

The Hurricanes are hosting fathers and mentors this week 
ahead of the Stadium Series on Saturday. 

Never change Papa Pesce. 

 

 
 

 
 

Four Teams Reportedly Interested in Patrick Kane 
There are still a few teams reportedly in the mix for Patrick 
Kane after the New York Rangers chose Vladimir Tarasenko 
over the Chicago Blackhawks right winger. 

By Lyle Richardson 

Chicago Blackhawks star Patrick Kane didn't hide his 
disappointment in the New York Rangers passing him over in 
favor of Vladimir Tarasenko last week. As the March 3 trade 
deadline approaches, however, other clubs are reportedly 
interested in the 34-year-old winger. 

Scott Powers and Mark Lazerus of The Athletic reported the 
Carolina Hurricanes, Dallas Stars, Minnesota Wild and 
Vegas Golden Knights have “confirmed interest” in Kane. 

Powers and Lazerus also indicated the Blackhawks' front 
office believes there's a 50-50 chance the winger waives his 
no-movement clause. 

The Hurricanes need a second-line center but could also use 
a top-six winger with Max Pacioretty again sidelined by a torn 
Achilles. Meanwhile, the Golden Knights have a pressing 
need for a first-line right winger with captain Mark Stone 
sidelined by back surgery.  

Placing Pacioretty ($7-million average annual value)on LTIR 
provides the Hurricanes with sufficient salary cap flexibility to 
acquire Kane, who carries a $10.5-million cap hit for this 
season. The Golden Knights are expected to do the same 
with Stone and his $9.5-million cap hit. It's believed the 
Blackhawks will retain half of his cap hit for the right offer.  

The Stars have been in the market for a second-line forward 
since late November. CapFriendly indicates they have just 
over $1.6 million in projected trade deadline cap space. GM 
Jim Nill will have to get creative to free up sufficient room 
even if the Blackhawks retain half of Kane's salary. 

With $16.5 million in projected deadline cap space, the Wild 
have the most room to take on the remainder of Kane's 
salary. With the top prospect pool, as ranked by The 
Athletic's Scott Wheeler, they're also well-positioned to 
outbid their rivals if Kane is willing to go to Minnesota. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article272471565.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/02/finally-here-raleigh-prepares-for-nhl-stadium-series/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/burns-scores-hurricanes-beat-ovechkin-less-capitals-3-2/20721047/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-celebrate-valentines-day-with-victory-over-capitals/c-341056770 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-washington-capitals-game-recap/c-340792666 

https://www.nhl.com/news/brett-pesces-dad-energetically-reads-out-carolina-hurricanes-starting-lineups/c-341058366 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/four-teams-reportedly-interested-in-patrick-kane 
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Newest PNC renovation proposals show latest vision for arena’s future 

 

Raleigh 

7-8 minutes 14/02/2023 

 

The Centennial Authority on Tuesday saw the latest vision for the future 
of PNC Arena. The question now: How much of it can it afford to realize? 

Tuesday’s presentation by architects Ratio and HOK was an updated 
and presumably final version of what the arena authority has been 
considering since 2014, a massive package of potential renovations that 
includes new clubs and suite spaces, bars overlooking the arena, more 
backstage space and new offices for the Carolina Hurricanes, a new 
entry from Edwards Mill Road and even outdoor space overlooking 
Carter-Finley Stadium, which will host the NHL’s Stadium Series game 
between the Hurricanes and Washington Capitals on Saturday. 

The arena authority will now work with renovation consultant CAA ICON 
over the next 8-10 weeks to figure out what the renovations would cost 
and prepare a menu of proposed changes it can take to the City of 
Raleigh and Wake County in June to request money from tourism tax 
funds to update the 23-year-old arena. 

“This will get us in the right mindset to get some final numbers and go 
back to the city and county to make sure we have the funding to do what 
we need to do,” authority chairman Philip Isley said Tuesday. “We’ll 
continue to work on that over the summer months.” 

That approval would be predicated on a long-term lease extension with 
the Hurricanes, which the authority is currently negotiating. That lease 
extension in turn appears contingent on the authority giving Hurricanes 
owner Tom Dundon the ability to develop the land around the arena into 
a mixed-use urban hub like North Hills. 

In 2019, Ratio/HOK had the cost of upgrades pegged at $225 million, a 
figure certain to rise with inflation, increased construction costs and new 
arena trends. The process stalled at that point because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“I say this as a fiscal conservative: This is the time to be bold,” authority 
vice chairman Kieran Shanahan said. 

Some of the proposed changes were originally presented to the authority 
almost a decade ago, when it first started exploring major renovations to 
the arena, while others have been updated for the latest arena trends. 
Authority members saw many of those in recent tours of Chicago’s 
recently renovated United Center and Wrigley Field as well as new 
arenas in Milwaukee and New York. 

Tuesday’s presentation took ideas that were presented to the authority 
by Ratio/HOK as concepts last summer, updated them with input from 
stakeholders and put them in a format the authority can use to move 
forward with planning, pricing and a phased approach to construction that 
will allow the upgrades to be completed over a period of several 
summers. 

“What we’ve tried to do is show the opportunities that might be available 
for this building,” said Ratio’s Bill Browne, who noted any loss of seating 
capacity — as with the bars overlooking the arena bowl — would be 
offset by increased revenue. 

Among the upgrades proposed by Ratio/HOK are a new “grand and 
communal” entry lobby at the south end with space for a sportsbook; an 
updated exterior with digital signage; bars on the main concourse and in 
the upper bowl that overlook the playing surface; new premium clubs 
under the stands at the arena level and under the main concourse; a 
“view terrace” on the upper level at the south end facing Carter-Finley; 
and a new road connecting the arena perimeter with Edwards Mill at the 
intersection with Wade Park Boulevard, north of the current entry. 

Changes to the loading dock would allow concerts to load in and out 
more quickly, a suggestion that came directly from arena employees and 
was incorporated into the plan, while the Hurricanes and authority offices 
currently located at the south end of the arena would be moved to new 
quarters in the north end to free up space for the entry lobby, terrace, 
clubs and other fan amenities. 

“We think the south end could be really special and something to be 
focused on in a larger project,” HOK’s Micheal Day said. 

PNC Arena was originally completed in 1999 and the interior of the 
building has seen few changes since then, beyond some tweaks to club 
spaces, concessions and a new scoreboard and LED ribbon boards. 
Dundon, a Dallas billionaire who bought the Hurricanes in 2018, is 
attempting to activate his right in the arena lease to develop the almost 
80 acres of wooded space and parking lots surrounding the arena. 

The renovations and development discussion has accelerated 
considerably over the past year, since NHL commissioner Gary Bettman 
visited Raleigh in April to underline the importance of an updated arena 
and surroundings to the league, but the conversion of surface parking 
lots into parking decks to allow for the construction of hotels, restaurants, 
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offices and an outdoor music venue – as the Hurricanes have proposed – 
remains the biggest sticking point with N.C. State, which uses the arena 
lots for football parking. 

Isley met with Bettman in New York last month to update the 
commissioner on the renovation and development process, and said 
Tuesday the authority would now prioritize what changes it wants to 
pursue with an eye to starting the 4-5 year renovation process in the 
summer of 2024. 

“When we go to our funding partners, we have to make sure we have a 
plan, a way to implement that plan and construct it in a timely fashion,” 
Isley said. 

Never miss a Luke DeCock column. Sign up at tinyurl.com/lukeslatest to 
have them delivered directly to your email inbox as soon as they post. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 02.15.2023 

1210514 Montreal Canadiens 

 

In the Habs Room: "We put the pedal to the metal and it was impressive 
to watch" 

But the next three games won't be as easy for Montreal. 

 

Pat Hickey  

 

The rebuilding Canadiens aren’t good enough to make the playoffs this 
season, but their recent play indicates that they are too good to be 
among the favourites in the Connor Bedard sweepstakes. 

Jake Allen made 22 saves for the team’s first shutout of the season as 
the Canadiens blanked the Chicago Blackhawks 4-0 Tuesday at the Bell 
Centre. It was the third consecutive win for Montreal — the first three-
game streak since early November. And it was Montreal’s 23rd win this 
season, which is one more than they won last season. 

HI/O: Montreal's Road to the Cup 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

This was a 1-0 game through two periods and Allen said he was proud of 
the way the Canadiens played in the third period when they blew the 
game open with three goals on a dozen shots. 

“We didn’t back,” explained Allen. “We put the pedal to the metal and it 
was impressive to watch. The first two periods weren’t very exciting and 
I’m sure the fans felt stuck to be there but in the third we didn’t give (the 
Blackhawks) any room to breathe.” 

The most serious threat to Allen’s shutout was provided by Andreas 
Athanasiou, who had a breakaway in the first period. Allen stopped the 
initial shot and Athanasiou’s attempt at the rebound was waved off when 
his momentum carried him into the crease and he knocked the net off its 
moorings. 

“I just tried to match his speed,” said Allen. “When he gets his speed up, 
he’s one of the fastest guys in the league, but I got a pad on his shot and 
got lucky when he dislodged the net.” 

Allen said it was important to keep the ball rolling, but the Canadiens 
have some tough tests as they go on the road. Their next three games 
are against Carolina, Toronto and New Jersey who rank second, fourth 
and third respectively in the overall NHL standings. 

“Three wins in a row, it’s been a while since that happened, but it’s good 
feeling,” said Allen. “We want ro carry this in to our next two games. The 
game Thursday will probably be our toughest test this year.” 

Allen was referring to the game against Hurricanes, who have the 
second-best record in the NHL this season. Carolina is the hottest team 
in the NHL with an 8-1-1 record in its last 10 games after winning in 
Washington Tuesday. 

Rookie defenceman Justin Barron scored a power-play goal in the first 
period to open the scoring. Barron, who spent the first half of the season 
in Laval, has goals in two of the last three games, He got a taste on the 
power play because Arber Xhekaj is out indefinitely with a shoulder 
injury. 

Joel Armia, David Savard and Christian Dvorak racked up gals in the 
third period and Jonathan Drouin finished the night with three assists. 
Drouin, who is looking for a contract somewhere next season, has been 
troubled with injuries throughout the season but he’s been on a run lately 
with five assists in the past two games and nine assists in his last six 
starts. Drouin has 17 assists in 31 games but is still looking for his first 
goal of the season. 

He and his $5.5 million cap hit don’t fit in the Canadiens’ plans next 
season and he’s probably looking for a trade deadline move to a team in 
need of a playmaker with a decent track record in the playoffs. 
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Habs win third straight with shutout of Blackhawks 

Montreal 4, Chicago 0. Only the second time this season the team has 
strung together three wins in a row. 

 

Pat Hickey  

 

The Canadiens ran their winning streak to three games for only the 
second time this season and Jake Allen made 21 saves for the team’s 
first shutout as the Canadiens thumped the Chicago Blackhawks 4-0 
Tuesday at the Bell Centre. 

Rookie defenceman Justin Barron scored the only goal in the first period, 
beating Jaxson Stauber with a shot from the blue line on a power play. It 
was his second goal in three games. 

Joel Armia opened the floodgates for Montreal when he scored his fourth 
goal of the season at 5:45 of the third period. Armia, who was playing his 
second game after missing eight games with an injury, scored for the first 
time since two goals against St. Louis on Jan. 7. Armia went to the net 
and redirected a perfect pass from Jonathan Drouin. 

David Savard and Christian Dvorak added goals 52 seconds apart 
midway through the third period to hand Stauber his first loss in four 
starts. 

Drouin and Evgenii Dadonov, who are auditioning for prospective 
employers as the trade deadline approaches, collected points. Drouin 
finished with three assists and has seven helpers in his last six games. 
Dadonov, who assisted on the opening goal, has four assists in the last 
three games. 

The Canadiens took advantage of breaks in the first period to welcome 
back coach Luke Richardson and centre Max Domi. Richardson served 
as an assistant coach with the Canadiens for four seasons before he was 
hired as the Blackhawks head coach last year. Domi, the Blackhawks’ 
leading scorer, played two seasons for the Canadiens before he was 
traded to Columbus for Josh Anderson in 2020. 
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Earlier Tuesday, the Canadiens announced that rookie defenceman 
Arber Xhekaj will be out indefinitely with an upper-body injury. He injured 
his right shoulder in a fight with Edmonton’s Vincent Desharnais Sunday. 

The Canadiens will play their next four games on the road. They visit the 
Carolina Hurricanes Thursday and are in Toronto on Saturday. Next 
week, they visit New Jersey Tuesday and Philadelphia on Feb. 24 before 
returning to the Bell Centre to play Ottawa on Feb. 25. 
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Injured Canadiens defenceman Arber Xhekaj out indefinitely 

Habs rookie appeared to hurt a shoulder during a fight with Vincent 
Desharnais in Sunday's 6-2 win over the Edmonton Oilers. 

 

Stu Cowan  

 

Arber Xhekaj has officially been added to the Canadiens’ injury list. 

The rookie defenceman is out indefinitely with an upper-body injury after 
he appeared to hurt a shoulder during a fight with Vincent Desharnais 
midway through the second period of Sunday’s 6-2 win over the 
Edmonton Oilers at the Bell Centre. 

HI/O: Montreal's Road to the Cup 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

Xhekaj joins fellow defencemen Kaiden Guhle (knee) and Joel 
Edmundson (upper body) on the Canadiens’ injury list, along with 
forwards Cole Caufield (shoulder), Sean Monahan (lower body), Jake 
Evans (knee), Juraj Slafkovsky (knee) and Brendan Gallagher (lower 
body). Goalie Carey Price (knee) and forward Paul Byron (hip) have 
been on long-term injured reserve since the start of the season. 

  Xhekaj vs Desharnais (pas David) 

L’épaule semble avoir lâchée :( 

    pic.twitter.com/yKB1GcSAZR 

— Marc-André Perreault (@MA_PerreaultTVA) February 12, 2023 

In 51 games this season, Xhekaj has 5-8-13 totals and a minus-9 
differential while averaging 15:16 of ice time per game. The 6-foot-4, 
238-pounder leads the NHL in penalty minutes with 101 and his nine 
fights are tied for second in the NHL behind the Philadelphia Flyers’ 
Nicolas Deslauriers, who has 10. 
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Stu Cowan: Coach's message to Habs — Play for the logo, not for 
Bedard 

Martin St. Louis's state of the union speech to his players emphasizes 
culture-building, confidence and development ahead of draft position. 

 

Stu Cowan  

 

Canadiens captain Nick Suzuki said Martin St. Louis described it as his 
“state of the union” speech. 

But unlike U.S. President Joe Biden’s recent state of the union speech, 
there were no hecklers in the Canadiens’ locker room when the head 
coach addressed the players after the midway point of the season. 

Since the Montreal Canadiens making the Stanley Cup finals for the first 
time in 28 years, this newsletter is the dedicated Montreal Canadiens 
fan's source for exclusive Habs content, insight and analysis. 

The Canadiens reached the midway point with a 4-0 loss to the Seattle 
Kraken at the Bell Centre on Jan. 9, dropping their record to 16-22-3. 

St. Louis held a meeting with his players before the start of the second 
half to make clear what his goals were for the team over the final 41 
games. 

“Just keep building this culture that we have with the young guys and the 
older guys that we have,” Suzuki said after Sunday’s 6-2 win over the 
Edmonton Oilers when asked about St. Louis’s message. “We have a lot 
of talented players and a lot of guys that are great character guys. I think 
just building this culture from the ground up starting last year (when St. 
Louis was hired to replace Dominique Ducharme) is a turning point for 
us.” 

The Canadiens beat the Chicago Blackhawks 4-0 Tuesday night at the 
Bell Centre with goalie Jake Allen recording the team’s first shutout of the 
season. The Canadiens tied a season high with their third straight win 
and they have a 7-5-1 record since St. Louis’s “state of the union.” They 
have scored more than three goals in six of those 13 games and with a 
23-27-4 record they have one more win than they had all of last season, 
when they finished last in the NHL with a 22-49-11 record. 

“We built through that first half (of the season), but really made sure that 
the guys were confident and played free — sort of speak — but still 
inside our concept,” St. Louis said after Sunday’s game. “But I think in 
the second half, it was more about let’s keep building our brand, let’s play 
for the logo. I think everybody was in a good place (after the first half), 
they all had an opportunity to be in a good place, and now it was time to 
think about the team first. 

“We have a style that we want to play,” the coach added. “We have a 
brand that we’re trying to build and you can’t come in and give them the 
manual and say: ‘This is how we’re going to play tomorrow.’ It takes time 
to build. We’ve taken a course of action here, probably building from the 
back, defence and all the way down. We’re starting to bring in some 
detailed concepts offensively and it shows.” 

Some fans might be upset about the Canadiens’ three-game win streak 
because each victory reduces their chance of winning the NHL draft 
lottery sweepstakes to select generational player Connor Bedard. The 
Canadiens are now 14 points ahead of the last-place Columbus Blue 
Jackets, who lost 3-2 to the New Jersey Devils Tuesday night, and 13 
points ahead of the Blackhawks. 

“No one in here wants to get the first overall pick by finishing last in the 
league,” Suzuki said. “It’s our job to win and produce and play well. 
That’s what we get paid for. We’re not really worried about draft position.” 

St. Louis has been clear that he wants to win games, but not at the price 
of impeding the development his young players and giving them a 
chance to play important minutes. 

Rookie defenceman Jordan Harris, 22, scored two goals against the 
Oilers Sunday while logging 23:15 of ice time and was named the first 
star. Kirby Dach, also 22, has 6-5-11 totals in the 13 games since the 
midway point of the season. Since being moved from wing to centre, 
Dach has also lit a fire under new linemates Mike Hoffman and Evgenii 
Dadonov, two players GM Kent Hughes would like to move before the 
March 3 trade deadline. Hoffman has 1-4-5 totals in the last four games, 
while Dadonov had 0-4-4 totals over that span. Jonathan Drouin, another 
player Hughes would like to trade, has five assists in the last two games 
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after picking up three against the Blackhawks and being named the first 
star. 

Rafaël Harvey-Pinard, 24, has 6-2-8 totals in 10 games since he was 
recalled from the AHL’s Laval Rocket. 

Alex Belzile scored his first NHL goal against the Oilers at age 31 and 
has 1-5-6 totals in eight games since he was promoted from Laval, where 
he is the Rocket captain. Belzile is the oldest player to score his first goal 
with the Canadiens since Herb Gardiner did it at age 35 in 1926. 

“The guys that have been called up are trying to earn their spots and that 
pushes everyone else,” Suzuki said. “They bring a ton of energy. They 
play the right way, have the right attitude. Adding those two guys here 
lately has been really fun.” 

The Canadiens have also been fun to watch in the second half of the 
season. 
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Feb. 14, 2023: Blackhawks at Canadiens — Five things you should know 

Former Habs assistant coach Luke Richardson returns to the Bell Centre 
as Chicago's head coach. 

 

Stu Cowan 

 

Here are five things you should know about Tuesday’s game between 
the Canadiens (22-27-5) and the Chicago Blackhawks (16-30-5) at the 
Bell Centre (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 

Canadiens on a roll: The Canadiens are coming off back-to-back 
weekend wins at the Bell Centre, beating the New York Islanders 4-3 in 
overtime on Saturday and the Edmonton Oilers 6-2 on Sunday. The wins 
won’t help the Canadiens in the NHL draft lottery sweepstakes for 
Connor Bedard. After Sunday’s win, the Canadiens were in 26th place in 
the overall NHL standings, 12 points ahead of the last-place Columbus 
Blue Jackets and 11 points ahead of the Blackhawks, who are coming off 
a 4-1 loss to the Jets Saturday in Winnipeg. In their first meeting this 
season, the Canadiens beat the Blackhawks 3-2 in a shootout on Nov. 
25 in Chicago. 

Harvey-Pinard keeps scoring: The Canadiens’ Rafäel Harvey-Pinard 
scored a power-play goal against the Oilers, giving him 6-2-8 totals in 
nine games since getting called up from the AHL’s Laval Rocket. Only six 
players on the Canadiens have more goals than Harvey-Pinard — Cole 
Caufield (26), Nick Suzuki (17), Josh Anderson (15), Kirby Dach (12), 
Mike Hoffman (nine) and Christian Dvorak (eight). Arber Xhekaj, who 
appeared to injure his shoulder during a fight with the Oilers’ Vincent 
Desharnais in Sunday’s game, won’t be in the lineup for the Canadiens 
against the Blackhawks. The Canadiens announced Tuesday afternoon 
that the defenceman would be out indefinitely with an upper-body injury. 

Team rosters and stats ahead of tonight's game between the Canadiens 
and Chicago Blackhawks at the Bell Centre #Habs #HabsIO 
pic.twitter.com/LIs1d4bHn2 

— Stu Cowan (@StuCowan1) February 14, 2023 

Richardson returns: Luke Richardson will make his first appearance at 
the Bell Centre as head coach of the Blackhawks after spending the four 
previous seasons as an assistant coach with the Canadiens. “I knew I 
was ready for this,” Richardson told reporters in Winnipeg last weekend. 
“That run to the (Stanley Cup) final with Montreal (in 2021) and having a 
chance to coach and run the bench for six games (when former head 
coach Dominique Ducharme had COVID-19), two of them in the Stanley 
Cup final, and there were three overtime games at the end of the 

semifinal that we won to win the series in Vegas, that just gave me more 
confidence to be ready for this moment. You know what, 10 years ago, I 
thought I was ready. But I’m humble enough to know that you’re always 
learning. I’m still learning.” 

Here's how the Canadiens' forward lines and defence pairings are 
expected to look for tonight's game at the Bell Centre against the 
Chicago Blackhawks #Habs #HabsIO: pic.twitter.com/1IU59155Jz 

— Stu Cowan (@StuCowan1) February 14, 2023 

Another Habs connection: Former Canadien Max Domi has 14-21-35 
totals in 51 games this season to lead the Blackhawks in scoring. Domi’s 
most productive season in the NHL was in 2018-19 with the Canadiens 
when he had 28-44-72 totals. The Canadiens traded Domi to Columbus 
in the Josh Anderson deal before the start of the 2020-21 season. Domi 
finished last season with the Carolina Hurricanes before signing a one-
year, US$3-million contract with the Blackhawks last summer as a free 
agent. 

On the move? It will be interesting to see if the rebuilding Blackhawks 
can move star players Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews before the 
March 3 NHL trade deadline. Both players are in the final season of 
matching eight-year, US$84-million contracts with a US$10.5 million 
salary-cap hit and can become unrestricted free agents this summer. 
Kane has 9-26-35 totals in 48 games, while Toews has 14-14-28 totals in 
46 games. 
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Kirby Dach’s former Blackhawks teammates saw the potential he’s 
realizing with Canadiens 

 

Arpon Basu 

 

MONTREAL — Tyler Johnson was still playing for the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in the 2020 playoff bubble when he first saw him, not knowing 
then he would be a future teammate. The Lightning were in the eastern 
bubble in Toronto, meaning by the time their games would end, the 
western bubble games were still on. 

Johnson was watching the Chicago Blackhawks take on the Edmonton 
Oilers, and one player jumped out to him. It was Kirby Dach. 

“I remember watching him in the playoffs the one year when he was up 
with Chicago, and he had just an unbelievable playoffs, was playing 
really well,” Johnson said after Blackhawks practice Monday. 

Less than a year later, Johnson was traded to Chicago, a cap casualty in 
Tampa, and heading into training camp he remembered that kid he 
watched in the bubble playoffs at age 19, but was eager to get to know 
him more as a player. 

“When I saw him in camp, just watching his handles and how he was 
able to shield off guys with his body and use his big frame and also his 
speed with how big he is, I felt like he was that whole package where he 
was going to have a really, really big year last year,” Johnson said. 
“Unfortunately, with the team, I don’t think any of us really had a big year 
last year. 

“So it was one of those things, but I’m pretty confident he’s going to be a 
really, really good NHL player.” 

But the first thing Johnson talked about with Dach was how much he 
grew to like him as a person and teammate, even though Johnson was 
injured for much of last season. 

“I loved Kirby,” he said. “Last year, I felt like him and I — I was hurt for a 
lot of the year — but even in the locker room, he and I were hanging out, 
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talking. He’s just a great guy to have around. He has an unbelievable 
amount of skill, with that big frame, what he can do is really 
extraordinary. There’s not many players who can do that, especially at 
his age.” 

And yet, at his age, the Blackhawks moved on from Dach. 

Late in the first period of Tuesday’s game against the Blackhawks, the 
Canadiens were killing a penalty. Dach was on the ice, and so was 
Patrick Kane, his frequent linemate last season. Kane was handling the 
puck deep in his own end when Dach used what’s become his 
superpower, that extended reach and active stick that creates turnovers 
in bunches. Dach poked the puck away from Kane, triggering a sequence 
of events that allowed the Canadiens to kill off roughly 30 seconds of that 
power play with the Blackhawks barely touching the puck. 

Kane still has trouble understanding why Dach couldn’t be part of the 
rebuild in Chicago, why he was traded to the Canadiens for draft picks, 
why Alex DeBrincat was traded earlier that day, and even why Brandon 
Hagel was traded to the Tampa Bay Lightning at last year’s trade 
deadline. It might not be Kane’s problem for much longer as he 
contemplates his own future with the Blackhawks, the only team he has 
ever played for, but the organization’s lack of patience with Dach still 
puzzles him. 

“I always liked playing with him,” Kane said Monday. “I thought he was a 
good centreman, he was good both ways, he could skate up the middle, 
a lot of speed, ability to make plays. I think he was just, especially at the 
start, he was very raw. I don’t want to say they rushed him, but he 
probably needed some time to develop, and you can see this year he’s 
having a great year. I’m happy for him.” 

Tell me you think they rushed him without telling me you think they 
rushed him, basically. 

The Blackhawks are hardly the first organization to rush a No. 3 overall 
pick into the NHL only to move on from him quickly. The Canadiens, after 
all, did it twice in six years. But in this case, the Canadiens are benefitting 
from someone’s lack of patience in a way neither the Carolina Hurricanes 
have with Jesperi Kotkaniemi or the Arizona Coyotes did with Alex 
Galchenyuk. 

In fact, Dach’s development this season has hit hyperdrive. 

When Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis was asked after his team’s 4-0 
win against the Blackhawks on Tuesday why he thought Evgenii 
Dadonov has looked more effective lately, he pointed to the fact he was 
playing with Dach as one reason why. Dach’s vision of the ice helps a 
player like Dadonov, and his willingness to play without the puck to make 
sure it’s moving forward helps someone like Dadonov. 

“It’s a combination of a lot of things,” he said, “but Dach is a great player.” 

Earlier Tuesday, after the Canadiens’ morning skate, St. Louis actually 
took exception to a question asking if Dach is slowly showing the player 
he could become. It’s not happening slowly at all, he said. 

“I find he’s taken a big step this year, so I can’t say it’s not quick,” St. 
Louis said. “I’m happy with the time it’s taken to really see what this guy 
can be, and that’s on him if you know what I mean. It’s encouraging, and 
it’s fun to have a player like that on your team. It’s a good package. 
There’s not just one way Kirby can beat you, he’s physical, he has one 
hell of a hockey brain and he has some sandpaper to him. He can win 
puck battles, he wins back a lot of pucks. It’s fun to see.” 

Dach was held off the scoresheet Tuesday and had a dismal night in the 
faceoff circle, but both those things have not exactly been the norm for 
him since the calendar flipped to 2023. He still leads the team in both 
goals (7) and points (12) since Jan. 1, and the confidence in his game is 
a big reason why that’s the case. 

“You can just tell the confidence he has out there, it’s fun to watch,” 
Christian Dvorak said. “The speed he has and the size, you know he can 
beat anyone in a foot race. The way he carries the puck through the 
middle of the ice is fun to watch. 

“He’s been so good for us.” 

Dach’s been as good as his former Blackhawks teammates knew he 
would be. The Canadiens should consider themselves fortunate the 
Blackhawks organization did not share that same assessment. 
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Canadiens’ Arber Xhekaj out indefinitely with upper-body injury sustained 
vs. Oilers 

 

The Athletic Staff, Marc Antoine Godin 

 

Canadiens defenseman Arber Xhekaj is out indefinitely with an upper-
body injury sustained Sunday in a game against the Oilers, the team 
announced Tuesday. Here’s what you need to know: 

Xhekaj exited to the dressing room, clearly pointing at his right shoulder 
to the Canadiens’ trainer, after a fight with Edmonton defenseman 
Vincent Desharnais and did not return to the game. The Canadiens went 
on to win 6-2. 

The 22-year-old rookie Xhekaj has 13 points (five goals, eight assists) in 
51 games for Montreal this season. 

The Canadiens are 15th in the Eastern Conference at 22-27-4 on the 
year. 

What the injury means for Xhekaj’s development 

Xhekaj had taken very positive steps in the first half of the season. He 
established his physical and intimidating presence at an astonishing 
speed in the NHL, showing an unusual amount of self-confidence for a 
rookie, and quickly made a name for himself. Since Christmas, he was 
regularly seeing power-play time on the second unit, and even though he 
was given third-pairing minutes more often than not, he played a season-
high 21:12 against the New York Islanders on Saturday, the day before 
he got hurt. He was paired with David Savard and faced the Islanders’ 
top players. 

Coach Martin St. Louis has seen an improvement in Xhekaj’s defensive 
play over the course of the season, whether it be boxing out opponents 
or killing plays early. For his part, Xhekaj mentioned he learned this 
season how to effectively position his stick towards the middle of the ice 
in order to guide the puck carrier to the outside, where he can then finish 
him with a body check. 

The learning of all those NHL details is on hold for now, as Xhekaj joins 
the growing list of young players that have been stopped in their tracks 
because of injury. The Canadiens have been adamant in saying that this 
was first and foremost a development year for them, but having a young 
star like Cole Caufield out for the rest of the season, and rookies like 
Juraj Slafkovsky and Kaiden Guhle also missing significant chunks of the 
season, is not optimal for that development. — Godin 
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After Alex Ovechkin steps away, Caps can’t solve first-place Hurricanes 

Hurricanes 3, Capitals 2 

 

By Roman Stubbs 
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The patrons at Capital One Arena, many of them wearing the red No. 8 
sweater of Alex Ovechkin, offered their customary cheers when Images 
of the Washington Capitals’ captain were shown during the video 
montage before Tuesday night’s game against the Carolina Hurricanes. It 
was the only moment that felt remotely close to normal for the Capitals 
and their fans because, once the puck dropped, only uncertainty lingered 
in the absence of the franchise pillar. 

The difficulty of navigating the foreseeable future without Ovechkin, who 
left the team Tuesday to attend to a family matter and the health of a 
loved one, was clear during a 3-2 loss to the first-place Hurricanes. While 
the Capitals met the moment with an air of desperation, getting 
contributions from an unheralded cast to go toe-to-toe with one of the 
NHL’s best teams, they were unable to pick up valuable points in their 
push for a postseason berth. 

On Tuesday morning, Coach Peter Laviolette said he doesn’t see 
Ovechkin back with the Capitals “in the foreseeable future.” The team 
has not specified exactly how long he might be out — or, for that matter, 
whether he is returning to his native Russia, where his parents and other 
family members live — but his time away is expected to last at least this 
week. That means the Capitals, already hampered by major injuries, will 
face a difficult stretch of the second-half schedule without their emotional 
leader and top offensive player. 

“Miss the hell out of him here,” forward T.J. Oshie said. “It was definitely 
an emotional one. We came to the rink ready to play, trying to get him the 
‘W.’ ” 

Ovechkin is one of the most durable players in NHL history: He has 
missed just 49 regular season games in his 18 seasons. His loss is 
critical to the Capitals — at 37, he has a team-high 32 goals for a lineup 
that doesn’t have another player on pace to score more than 20 — and 
his absence comes as Washington is clinging to an Eastern Conference 
wild-card berth with games looming against postseason hopeful Florida 
on Thursday and at Stanley Cup contender Carolina in a Stadium Series 
outdoor game Saturday in Raleigh, N.C. 

With Ovechkin out, along with other stalwarts in defenseman John 
Carlson, forward Tom Wilson and center Nic Dowd, the Hurricanes, 
owners of the NHL’s second-best record, quickly got the upper hand 
Tuesday. With a little over five minutes left in the first period, Carolina 
defenseman Brent Burns drifted from the point and walked the blue line 
— then fired a low wrister that was deflected in traffic. The puck changed 
speed and trajectory, trickling through a mass of bodies and then through 
the legs of Washington goaltender Darcy Kuemper (27 saves) to make it 
1-0 at 15:00. 

Laviolette had shuffled his lineup to compensate for the loss of Ovechkin, 
which included inserting the player called up from the American League 
Hockey’s Hershey Bears earlier in the day — Joe Snively had rushed to 
Washington late Monday and then joined the third line with Dylan Strome 
and Oshie. Snively, a Herndon native known for his speed, flashed it late 
in the first, coming away with a loose puck for a two-on-one. He glanced 
up and saw Oshie charging toward the far post. Snively flipped the puck 
across the ice, and Oshie shoveled it in past Carolina goaltender 
Frederik Andersen (34 saves) to tie the score at 19:02. 

“I’m just trying to stay prepared,” Snively said. “You never know when 
you’re going to get the call.” 

After Carolina had taken a 2-1 lead on a Paul Stastny goal — the puck 
fluttered into the net after it deflected off him following another shot from 
the point — at 2:33 of the second, Snively took a feed from defenseman 
Trevor van Riemsdyk to tie the score, sniping the puck from the left circle 
past Andersen at 6:23. 

As a prelude to Saturday’s outdoor game, which certainly will lose some 
zest without Ovechkin, Tuesday night’s matchup provided further 
evidence why this has become a heated rivalry. “I’m sure they don’t like 
us very much. We don’t like them very much,” Oshie said earlier 
Tuesday, and both teams proved it in the second, when Capitals forward 
Conor Sheary was called for slashing and a scrum ensued. That power-

play opportunity led to another Carolina chance from the blue line, and 
this time forward Stefan Noesen tipped in a goal to make it 3-2 at 11:38 
after Brady Skjei threw the puck into traffic. 

After an embarrassing 4-1 loss to the lowly San Jose Sharks at home 
Sunday, Washington played with elevated urgency Tuesday — the 
Capitals showed aggression in the neutral zone and created more 
scoring chances. Laviolette’s team had more shots on goal by the end of 
the second period Tuesday (23) than it had all game Sunday. 

“I think we played them pretty well,” Laviolette said. “I thought we were 
pretty good defensively, for the most part. We were pushing offensively.” 

That was certainly a talking point in the wake of Ovechkin’s exit Tuesday, 
and Oshie vowed the team would be playing for its captain. “You play a 
little bit harder in moments like this,” he said. 

Oshie backed that up by charging with his linemates toward the net in the 
third period, looking for the tying goal. Oshie was in the middle of a 
scrum in front of Andersen — the puck was in the air as Oshie and 
Strome scrambled to control it and score — and the rebound eventually 
came to van Riemsdyk, who tossed the puck into the net. But after the 
Hurricanes challenged the play, the goal was taken off the board 
because of Oshie’s goalie interference. The crowd booed relentlessly, 
unleashing more frustration on an already emotional night. 

Here’s what else to know about the Capitals’ loss: 

Wilson skates 

Wilson took part in the morning skate, showing progress toward a return 
from a lower-body injury he suffered in January at Colorado in just his 
eighth game back from offseason knee surgery. Dowd remains on injured 
reserve and did not participate in Tuesday’s skate; Carlson remains on 
long-term injured reserve after being hit in the side of the head with a 
puck in late December. 

Protas sits out 

Just hours after he was on the top line in Ovechkin’s place during the 
morning skate, Aliaksei Protas was scratched to be with his wife, who is 
expecting the birth of their first child. With Ovechkin out and Protas 
scratched, Laviolette moved Anthony Mantha to the top line with Evgeny 
Kuznetsov and Sheary. Mantha, who has not scored in his past 12 
games, had several chances Tuesday, including a rocket that hit the post 
early in the third period. 

Snively’s memorable night 

Snively wasn’t expected to play after being called up from Hershey 
earlier in the day. But after Protas was ruled out, he got the call — 10 
minutes before warmups — and took advantage. Tuesday brought 
Snively’s seventh NHL game of the season — he last appeared Dec. 31 
against Montreal — and his goal, his first of the year and the fifth of his 
career, was his first in front of the Washington faithful. 

“It’s always nice to contribute on the score sheet,” he said. “... 
Unfortunately we lost, but it was a lot of fun.” 
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Snively answers last-minute call with multi-point effort 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

WASHINGTON — Twenty-four hours before puck drop, Joe Snively 
didn’t know he was being recalled by the Capitals. One hour before puck 
drop, he didn’t know he was suiting up to play. 
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A series of unexpected events led to Joe Snively skating on the Capitals’ 
third line for Tuesday’s game against the Carolina Hurricanes and he 
responded by recording points on both their goals in a 3-2 loss. The 27-
year-old Herndon, Virginia, native hadn’t appeared in an NHL game in 
nearly two months, but he proved to be a bright spot for a team tapping 
deep into its depth. 

“The plan was just to take warmups in case of emergency and I got the 
call right before warmups,” Snively said after the game. “Doesn’t matter if 
I skated this morning hard, I’m going to be ready to go.” 

Snively got the call late Monday night that he was being recalled from the 
AHL. Alex Ovechkin left the team Tuesday morning to attend to a family 
matter and the health of a loved one. 

The Capitals expected Snively to only be a healthy scratch and he 
arrived at the arena with that expectation. However, forward Aliaksei 
Protas left just before warmups to be with his wife, who was expecting 
the couple’s first child. 

Despite participating in the scratches skate earlier that day, Snively was 
suddenly in the middle of a game between two bitter Metropolitan 
Division rivals. He made his presence felt, feeding T.J. Oshie with a pass 
up front to complete an odd-man rush in the first period before scoring a 
snap shot from the left circle on another vertical play the following frame. 

Call this the â  JOE SNIVELY GAMEâ   pic.twitter.com/hqUoqtvi9v— 
NBC Sports Capitals (@NBCSCapitals) February 15, 2023 

“It was awesome,” Oshie said. “He was fantastic for us out there. He 
obviously hasn’t been a part of some of the struggles that we’ve had 
lately, so he looks like he kind of came in with a fresh, young face and 
played great out there. He was fun to play with on my line, we haven’t 
had too many opportunities together. He creates a lot out there with his 
energy, he’s got great vision, good puck skills. So, it was fun to play with 
him. Good night for him.” 

Snively has endured a whirlwind of a season. He broke camp with the 
Capitals in September but was a healthy scratch on most nights. Snively 
recorded one point in six games before being placed on waivers to make 
room for Nicklas Backstrom and Tom Wilson, both of whom returned 
from major offseason surgeries Jan. 8. 

No one claimed the Yale product, allowing the Capitals to loan him to 
their AHL affiliate Hershey Bears. He scored five goals and three assists 
in 13 games before the Capitals needed him back. 

“He came in and played really well, but Joe’s played well here before 
too,” head coach Peter Laviolette said. “It was really nice to see him get 
going. Really nice pass to T.J. to get us moving and then a really good 
decision to shoot that puck. There wasn’t anything to pass to so to 
actually take the shot was a good decision as well. Played a good game.” 
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Caps run out of time, fall to Canes in Stadium Series preview 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

WASHINGTON — On a rare night when they didn’t have the services of 
Alex Ovechkin, the Capitals kept pace with the Metropolitan Division-
leading Hurricanes all night but ended up on the wrong end of a back-
and-forth affair that tilted 3-2 in Carolina’s favor. 

Ovechkin stepped away from the Capitals early in the morning to attend 
to a family matter and the health of a loved one. Playing just their 49th 
game without him since he made his NHL debut in 2005, the Capitals 

were going to need some other players to step up if they were going to 
keep pace with the Hurricanes. 

The player who did ended up being the one was called up to replace 
Ovechkin. Washington recalled Snively from their AHL affiliate Hershey 
Bears on Tuesday and the Herndon, Virginia, native made his way into 
the lineup when Aliaksei Protas departed to be with his wife, who was 
expecting the couple’s first child. 

Playing in his first NHL game in two months, Snively made key plays on 
both of the Capitals’ goals. He recorded his first point of the night with a 
feed to T.J. Oshie on an odd-man rush late in the first period. 

His performance marked just the second multi-point game of Snively’s 
young career after he recorded two goals and an assist against the 
Montreal Canadiens on Feb. 10, 2022. The 27-year-old opened the 
season with the Capitals but spent most of the time as a healthy scratch 
before being pushed through waivers when Nicklas Backstrom and Tom 
Wilson returned. 

But after Hurricanes left wing Stefan Noesen beat Capitals goaltender 
Darcy Kuemper for a power-play goal midway through the second, 
neither team was able to score again. Trevor van Riemsdyk appeared to 
have the equalizer goal in the third, but Carolina head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour won the challenge for goalie interference. 

Games between the Capitals and Hurricanes have grown tense over the 
last few seasons and this contest was no different. Tuesday’s matchup 
was only the appetizer, however, as the two teams will face off again 
Saturday for the 2023 Stadium Series game at NC State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium. Ovechkin isn’t expected to return in time for the game. 

The Capitals have one more game against the Florida Panthers on 
Thursday before they turn their attention back to Carolina. 
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Alex Ovechkin takes leave to attend to health of loved one 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

ARLINGTON, Va. — Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin has taken a leave of 
absence to attend to a family matter and the health of a loved one, the 
team announced. Ovechkin will miss Tuesday’s game against the 
Carolina Hurricanes and head coach Peter Laviolette doesn’t anticipate 
him rejoining the team the rest of this week. 

“Listen, it’s tough sometimes,” Laviolette said in his press conference at 
morning skate. “Life is tough and when it comes to family and parents, 
that’s what matters. He’s gonna go deal with some things right now and 
we support him.” 

Ovechkin addressed the team before departing Tuesday morning. The 
37-year-old has missed just 48 games in his 18-year NHL career, most 
recently sitting out one game earlier this season with a minor lower-body 
injury. 

The Capitals recalled forward Joe Snively from their AHL affiliate 
Hershey Bears in a corresponding move. Snively skated as an extra at 
morning skate Tuesday as Laviolette shuffled up his forward lines: 

LW Conor Sheary, C Evgeny Kuznetsov, RW Anthony Mantha 

LW Aliaksei Protas, C Dylan Strome, RW T.J. Oshie 

LW Sonny Milano, C Nicklas Backstrom, RW Marcus Johansson 

LW Nicolas Aube-Kubel, C Lars Eller, RW Garnet Hathaway 
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Kuznetsov and van Riemsdyk took practice reps in Ovechkin’s position 
on the power-play unit. Oshie described the team’s plans for that spot as 
“fluid” and added that team will be keeping Ovechkin in mind when it 
takes the ice Tuesday night. 

“It's different when you lose really any player for injury as opposed to a 
family matter and especially the big man who's created a lot of success, 
not only for the organization but for individuals in the room, me being 
definitely one of them,” Oshie said. “You play a little bit harder in 
moments like this.” 
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Capitals fall short after an ’emotional one’ without Alex Ovechkin 

 

By Tarik El-Bashir 

 

WASHINGTON — The Capitals don’t know when Alex Ovechkin will 
return, but this much was obvious after Tuesday’s scrappy 3-2 loss to the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes: It can’t be soon enough. 

The Caps are now 0-2-0 this season without their captain and leading 
scorer, who returned to Moscow earlier in the day to be with his ailing 
father. 

“I thought we played hard against a real good team,” coach Peter 
Laviolette said. “I didn’t like the outcome; we didn’t win the hockey game. 
We did a lot of good things, but in the end, we came up short.” 

Joe Snively, recalled from AHL Hershey at 9 p.m. Monday, scored a goal 
and set up T.J. Oshie for the other one, while Darcy Kuemper made 27 
stops. 

Snives gets his 2nd point of the game and it's a BIG one 
pic.twitter.com/9AhbLh9uTb 

— Washington Capitals (@Capitals) February 15, 2023 

With the loss, the Caps have dropped two in a row and been held to two 
goals or fewer in seven of their last eight outings. The Ovechkin-less 
power play went 0 for 3 against the Canes, generating six shots. 

The game turned midway through the third period when Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour successfully challenged for goalie interference on an 
apparent goal by Trevor van Riemsdyk that would have knotted the score 
at 3. 

On the play, van Riemsdyk chipped a loose puck over a sprawled 
Frederik Andersen as Oshie and Dylan Strome crashed the crease. But, 
after review, officials determined that Oshie had prevented Andersen 
from doing his job. 

Laviolette disagreed with the call. 

“There’s a loose puck in the crease,” Laviolette said. “To me (Oshie) has 
a scoring opportunity. He gets tripped from behind but he doesn’t fall on 
the goalie, the goalie goes down on his own and the puck squirts out 
quick. T.J. maybe was on his blocker for less than one second because 
he got tripped as he was going in for the rebound.” 

Brind’Amour said he was “pretty sure” he’d win the challenge. 

“It’s the rule,” he told reporters. “On the overhead, it’s clear (Oshie) goes 
in by himself and he takes a crack at the puck, but then he lies on the 
goalie for a split second. So, by the letter of the law, you’re not allowed to 
do that.” 

Judging from Oshie’s reaction on the bench, he didn’t like the call, either. 
After the game, though, he pointed to the Caps’ missed opportunities 
throughout the night as bigger reasons for the defeat. 

“It’s unfortunate but we had other chances — a bunch of power plays that 
we were unsuccessful on, didn’t even really generate too much 
momentum at times on it,” Oshie said. “So, the disallowed goal, that’s the 
way she goes. Wish I would’ve been able to get off him a little bit, but I 
felt like there was no room behind me to really move once I got down 
there. 

“We had other chances to score, for sure.” 

Scoring — or the lack of it — has been a big problem for the Caps in 
recent games. In fact, since the calendar flipped to 2023, they’re 
averaging just 2.53 goals per game, which ranks 28th during that span. 
Their record in those games? A season-threatening 7-9-1. 

The key for the Caps all season has been scoring a third goal. When 
they do, they’re 25-2-3. When they don’t, they’re 3-20-3. 

Getting that all-important third goal is not going to be any easier without 
Ovechkin, whose 32 goals are 19 more than Marcus Johansson’s 
second-place total. 

Ovechkin addressed the team Tuesday morning before taking an 
indefinite leave from the team to visit his father, Mikhail, who, according 
to Russian media outlets, has been hospitalized in Russia. 

For most of the night, Ovechkin’s teammates pushed one of the NHL’s 
best clubs to its limit. But that was little solace for a Caps team that 
desperately needs standings points as it clings to a playoff spot. 

“There was times that a good team took advantage of some mistakes we 
made, but other than that I thought we played with a lot of emotion on the 
ice,” Oshie said. “We’re all thinking about ‘O’ and his family and miss the 
hell out of him here. So it was definitely an emotional one, but we came 
to the rink ready to play, trying to get him a W, didn’t come through so 
we’ll try on Thursday.” 

After a low-event first 15 minutes, things picked up. 

Brent Burns opened the scoring with a wrist shot from inside the blue line 
that eluded a morass of bodies in front, including a prone Martin 
Fehervary, and Kuemper. 

But the visitors’ lead didn’t last long. 

About four minutes later, Dmitry Orlov’s stretch pass got deflected at 
center ice and went right to Snively, who raced into the zone with Oshie. 
Snively took aim, but instead of shooting he slid the puck over to Oshie, 
who tipped it past Andersen to knot the score 1-1 with 57.7 seconds 
remaining in the first period. 

Washington’s momentum, however, did not carry over to the second 
period as Paul Stastny restored the Canes’ lead, 2-1, with a redirection of 
a Calvin de Haan shot just 2:33 in. Stastny said the puck hit him on the 
pants as he was being knocked to the ice. 

 

Carolina recorded the first seven shots of the middle frame. The eighth 
shot of the period, though, came off the stick of Snively and evened 
things up. Van Riemsdyk found the Herndon, Va., native with a long 
stretch pass, and Snively took it from there, sniping a shot over Andersen 
to knot the score 2-2. 

“I had a little bit of time and just got it to him,” van Riemsdyk said of the 
pass. “He did all the hard work. It was a nice shot and really happy for 
him. He works really hard, he deserves it and yeah, really happy for him.” 

With 10 points (five goals and five assists) in his career, Snively is just 
the third Virginia-born player to hit double digits, joining Eric Weinrich 
(388) and Scott Lachance (143), per Hockey Reference. 

And he didn’t know he was playing until just before the game. 

“The plan was just to take warmups in case of emergency and I got the 
call right before warmups,” said Snively, who stepped in for Aliaksei 
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Protas, who missed the game to be with his wife as they expect their first 
child. “Doesn’t matter if I skated this morning hard, got to be ready to go.” 

And Snively was. But Washington couldn’t build on his goal, either. 

About five minutes later, Conor Sheary was sent to the box for slashing 
Jordan Staal in a post-whistle scrum, and the Canes made the Caps pay. 
Stefan Noesen redirected a shot by Brady Skjei around Kuemper, giving 
Carolina a 3-2 edge, which it took into the third period. 

The Caps outshot the Canes 13-9 in the final 20 minutes but couldn’t get 
one behind Andersen. 

Well, at least one that the referees allowed to stand. 

“We need more goals like that, with guys swarming the net, getting 
hungry, getting some dirty ones,” Oshie said of the disallowed tally. “We 
got some guys that are getting chances but not putting them in. We’re 
snakebitten a little bit. (Anthony Mantha has) been doing a great job for 
us and hit another post tonight, which seems like he does quite a bit, but 
sometimes you got to get some dirty goals before those nice, pretty ones 
come through.” 
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How Washington Capitals will adjust without Alex Ovechkin in the lineup 

 

By Tarik El-Bashir 

 

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Capitals will be without Alex Ovechkin for the 
“foreseeable future” as he steps away from hockey to be with an ailing 
family member, the team announced Tuesday morning. 

There’s no timeline for Ovechkin’s return but coach Peter Laviolette 
indicated that he’ll at least miss the rest of this week, which includes 
home games against Carolina on Tuesday and Florida on Thursday, and 
Saturday’s Stadium Series against the Hurricanes at Carter-Finley 
Stadium in Raleigh, N.C. 

“When it comes to your family and parents, that’s what matters,” 
Laviolette said. “He’s going to deal with some things right now and we’re 
going to be supportive.” 

It’s believed Ovechkin’s wife Nastya and young sons Sergei and Ilya are 
well and that the ailing family member is in Moscow, where his mother, 
Tatyana, and father, Mikhail, live. Laviolette declined to get into specifics 
but a report out of Russia said Mikhail Ovechkin is in the hospital and the 
Caps captain is flying home.   

It should be noted that traveling to Russia from the United States is 
complicated by the war and travel restrictions; last summer, Ovechkin 
and other Russian NHLers connected in Istanbul, Abu Dhabi or Dubai en 
route to Moscow.  

Before Ovechkin left the team’s headquarters, he met with the coaches 
and his teammates to explain the situation. 

“First of all, the most important thing is family, right?” Nicklas Backstrom 
said. 

T.J. Oshie said he and other teammates embraced Ovechkin.  

“He came and talked to the boys,” Oshie said. “Definitely it’s nice to get 
to see him and give him a hug and let him know that we’re here for him in 
person rather than over text. 

“I hope ‘O’ knows how much he means to us and how much we’re behind 
him and anything he needs. Right now just thoughts for the Ovechkin 
family.” 

Added Laviolette: “He’s a very proud guy. He cares about this team and 
his teammates and this organization. It was important for him to talk to 
the players in the locker room.” 

Over his 18 NHL seasons, the Caps are 23-22-3 without Ovechkin. He’s 
missed 28 games due to injury and 20 for other reasons, including 
disciplinary and personal. In 2008, he returned to Russia to be with his 
ailing grandfather, missing two games. 

Ovechkin’s absence comes at a critical moment for the Caps, who are 7-
8-1 since the calendar flipped to 2023. Entering Tuesday’s game against 
Carolina, they were clinging to the first wild-card spot in the Eastern 
Conference. 

The team is also in a protracted scoring slump, averaging just 2.21 goals 
per game over the previous 14 contests. Only the New York Islanders 
are scoring less, at 2.13, in that span.  

And now the Caps have got to turn things around without Ovechkin, their 
leading scorer with 32 goals and 54 points. 

It’s a massive challenge but, as Backstrom and others said, they’ve got 
no other choice. 

“We’re all aware of the situation,” the longtime alternate captain said. 
“We’re in a tough stretch coming up and teams are winning so we have 
to do that, too. We gotta chip in for each other and make sure we really 
start playing as a team here.” 

Laviolette scrambled the forward lines, putting second-year forward 
Aliaksei Protas in Ovechkin’s spot on a reconfigured first line.  

#Caps a.m. skate lineup ahead of CAR: 

Protas-Strome-Oshie 

Sheary-Kuznetsov-Mantha 

Milano-Backstrom-Johansson 

NAK-Eller-Hathaway 

Extra: Snively 

Gustafsson-TvR 

Orlov-Jensen 

Irwin-Feherary 

Extra: Alexeyev 

Kuemper 

Lindgren 

— Tarik El-Bashir (@Tarik_ElBashir) February 14, 2023 

The No. 1 power-play unit had to be revamped, too. It now features 
Oshie, Backstrom, Erik Gustafsson, Marcus Johansson and Evgeny 
Kuznetsov in the “Ovi office,” based on Tuesday’s morning skate. Since 
Jan. 1, the Capitals’ power play is connecting at 15 percent, or 27th best 
in the NHL. 

Oshie said he hopes the new look creates a spark. 

“Where there’s normally two righties up top,” Oshie said, referring to 
Ovechkin and John Carlson, who is sidelined indefinitely by a head 
injury, “now there’s two lefties up top. Different things are going to open 
up, and that’ll keep them on their toes and us a little fresh and maybe 
have to think a little bit more and maybe that’ll sharpen us up a little bit 
and help us have some more success.” 

Aside from the Xs and Os, Oshie also said his teammates intend to 
honor Ovechkin by stepping up in his absence.  

“It’s different when you lose really any player for injury as opposed to a 
family matter, especially the big man, who’s created a lot of success not 
only for the organization but for individuals in the room — me being 
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definitely one of them,” he said. “You play a little bit harder in moments 
like this.” 
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Capitals’ Alex Ovechkin away from team for foreseeable future to attend 
to family matter 

 

By Tarik El-Bashir and The Athletic Staff 

 

Capitals star Alex Ovechkin is away from the team as he attends to “a 
family matter and the health of a loved one,” Washington announced 
Tuesday. Here’s what you need to know: 

There’s no timeline on Ovechkin’s absence, but coach Peter Laviolette 
said he’s expecting to be without the team captain for the foreseeable 
future. 

The Capitals play the Hurricanes on Tuesday, the Panthers on Thursday 
and the Hurricanes again in a Stadium Series matchup on Saturday. 

Washington forward T.J. Oshie said Ovechkin addressed the team 
before leaving Tuesday morning. 

Oshie said Ovechkin addressed the #Caps before leaving this morning: 
“He came and talked to the boys. Definitely it’s nice to get to see him and 
give him a hug and let him know that we’re here for him in person rather 
than over text.” 

— Tarik El-Bashir (@Tarik_ElBashir) February 14, 2023 

Backstory 

Ovechkin, 37, has 32 goals and 22 assists in 54 games this season. The 
Capitals are seventh in the Eastern Conference at 28-21-6. 

What Ovechkin’s absence means for the Caps 

Ovechkin’s absence comes at a critical moment for the Caps, who are 7-
8-1 since the calendar flipped to 2023. They enter Tuesday’s game 
against Carolina clinging to the first wild-card spot in the Eastern 
Conference. Now they must find a way to hang on without their leading 
scorer and lead-by-example captain for a potentially protracted period of 
time. 

Washington is 23-22-3 all-time without Ovechkin. He’s missed 28 games 
due to injury and 20 for other reasons, including disciplinary and 
personal. In 2008, he returned to Russia to be with his ailing grandfather. 
— El-Bashir 

What they’re saying 

“When it comes to your family and parents, that’s what matters,” 
Laviolette said. “He’s going to deal with some things right now and we’re 
going to be supportive.” 

Oshie and Nicklas Backstrom said teammates gave Ovechkin a hug and 
wished him well, with Oshie adding, “It was nice to get to see him and 
give him a hug and let him know that we’re here for him in person rather 
than over text.” — El-Bashir 
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Quick hits: Brayden Schenn’s two goals lead Blues past Florida, back to 
.500 

 

Matthew DeFranks 

 

Brayden Schenn scored two goals and the Blues halted the surging 
Panthers during a 6-2 win on Tuesday night at Enterprise Center. 

The win was the Blues’ second in as many games since the All-Star 
break, and handed Florida just its second loss in the last six games. St. 
Louis (25-25-3) returned to .500 after it dipped two games below at the 
break. It is also .500 at home (12-12-2) and .500 on the road (13-13-1). 

It was Schenn’s first multi-goal game since Jan. 8 at Minnesota and gave 
him four points in two games this week. He was aiming for his first hat 
trick since Dec. 5, 2017, at Montreal, which was his only hat trick with the 
Blues. 

Jordan Binnington made 34 saves to earn the win. 

Schenn’s first goal was originally credited to Torey Krug on the power 
play after Krug banked a shot off the boards behind the net, and it 
rebounded off the back of Florida goaltender Spencer Knight’s right 
skate. But the goal was switched to Schenn during the intermission 
because it ticked off of him before tapping Knight. 

The goal helped the Blues win the early special teams battle, as St. Louis 
killed Tyler Tucker’s first-period tripping penalty thanks to a shot block by 
Alexey Toropchenko. 

Schenn struck again just 35 seconds into the second period, finishing a 
3-on-1 Blues rush with a shot that beat Knight on the far post. The play 
was jump-started by Jordan Kyrou’s defensive play in his own end, 
breaking up a play and sending the Blues out in transition. 

The Blues can stretch their win streak to three games when they host the 
Devils on Thursday night. 

Injury worries 

The Blues lost both Krug (lower-body) and forward Brandon Saad 
(upper-body) during the second period on Tuesday night, forcing them to 
play the remainder of the game with just 11 forwards and five 
defensemen. 

Before the third period, the team announced both would not return to the 
game. 

Krug was playing in his sixth game since returning from a lower-body 
injury that forced him to miss 13 games. He did not play the final 32:08 
against Florida. 

Saad did not play another shift after his breakaway attempt rolled off the 
his stick, and missed the final 26:36. 

The last two games have been the first time the Blues were at almost full 
strength, as they welcomed back Ryan O’Reilly, Pavel Buchnevich and 
Robert Thomas to the lineup. It was the first time since Dec. 19 that 
O’Reilly, Buchnevich, Thomas, Krug and Kyrou were all in the lineup. 

Momentum swung 

It looked like the Blues would take a commanding 4-0 lead when Justin 
Faulk snuck a shot through Spencer Knight’s glove hand with 4:53 
remaining in the second period, but they instead took a 3-1 lead into the 
second intermission. 

Panthers coach Paul Maurice challenged the goal for a missed stoppage 
of play before Faulk scored, claiming Thomas played the puck illegally 
along the boards. The subsequent review showed Thomas batted the 
puck down to himself, and Faulk later scored on the possession. 

It would have been Faulk’s seventh goal of the season and first since 
Dec. 27 against Toronto. Faulk also had a goal disallowed on Jan. 26 in 
Arizona, that time because of goaltender interference by Thomas. 

Florida made it count when Eetu Luostarinen scored with 1:16 left in the 
second period, finishing a feed from Matthew Tkachuk in front of the net. 
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In about 3 ½ minutes, the Panthers turned a potential four-goal deficit 
into a two-goal Blues lead. 

Quick strike 

The Blues put the game away during a 20-second span in the third 
period, scoring two goals to open up a 5-1 lead. 

Ryan O’Reilly scored for the second time in as many games, finishing a 
pass from Pavel Buchnevich on the rush for his 12th goal this season. 
Before public address announcer Tom Calhoun could finish announcing 
the O’Reilly goal, Kyrou tapped home a feed from Robert Thomas. 

It was the third-fastest pair of goals by the Blues this season. They 
scored twice in 13 seconds at the Islanders on Dec. 6, and twice in 17 
seconds at Seattle on Oct. 19. 

Carter Verhaeghe scored to cut the lead to 5-2, but Ivan Barbashev’s 
emtpy-net goal with 2:48 remaining restored a four-goal lead. 

Milestone man 

In his 900th career game, Blues defenseman Nick Leddy scored his 70th 
career goal. The goal gave the Blues a 3-0 lead, and came on a vintage 
Leddy play, as he skated the puck out of his own zone, took Panthers 
defenseman Marc Staal wide, and beat Knight with a snipe toward the far 
corner. 

Barbashev picked up an assist on the Leddy goal. 
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Blues notebook: 900 games and counting for defenseman Nick Leddy 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

When it comes to games played in the NHL, 1,000 is kind of the magic 
number. 

But 900 isn’t bad. That’s where Nick Leddy was at Tuesday against the 
Florida Panthers. The veteran Blues defenseman played his 900th 
regular-season season game. 

“Obviously, a thousand’s an amazing accomplishment,” Leddy said after 
the Blues’ morning skate. “Even 900. Even playing one game. So it’s 
definitely a proud moment.” 

Leddy remembers very little about game No. 1, played as a member of 
the Chicago Blackhawks. He does remember his parents were there. But 
he can’t remember the opponent. (It was Colorado, on Oct. 7, 2010.) 

“I remember my first goal, but I don’t remember the first game,” Leddy 
said. 

The first goal, by the way, came just four days later — against Buffalo in 
Game 3 of Leddy’s career. The years, the games, and the teams have 
flown by since then. From four years and 258 games with Chicago, to 
518 games over seven years with the New York Islanders, and 55 
contests last season with Detroit before he came to St. Louis in a trade 
deadline deal last March 21. 

Tuesday’s game against Florida was No. 69 by Leddy with the Blues 
over this year and last. 

“He’s had a great career,” coach Craig Berube said. “He’s been on 
winners and played a lot of good hockey. A lot of playoff hockey over his 
career. His game’s been very steady over that time.” 

A native of Eden Prairie, Minnesota, it’s not as if Leddy dreamed of 
playing in the NHL from the outset. For one, he also played football 
(running back) and baseball (outfield). 

“In eighth, ninth grade, hockey kind of took over and that was kind of the 
sport I fell in love with,” Leddy said. “At that time, hockey was turning into 
a summer sport as well.” 

Leddy actually was drafted by Minnesota (first round, No. 16 overall) in 
2009. But he was traded to Chicago before ever playing a game for 
Minnesota, and was part of some great Blackhawks teams — including a 
Stanley Cup championship team during the 2012-13 season. 

“The guys that I played with there — a lot of ’em I looked up to,” Leddy 
said. “Duncan Keith, Brent Seabrook, Jonathan Toews. Just being able 
to play with those guys and kinda support them but also know that I can 
make plays and do it as well.” 

Leddy’s time with the Blues has been a mixed bag. 

“Obviously we don’t have as many wins as we would like this year,” he 
said. “But I think this is the best time of the year going into spring and a 
time to look forward to, and it’s the push for the playoffs.” 

With three years left on his current contract after this season, Leddy has 
some tread left on the tires and should reach 1,000 and beyond. 

“Of course,” Leddy said. “I’m only 31. That’s not old.” 

Where’d they go? 

Rookies Jake Neighbours and Nikita Alexandrov each scored a goal in 
the Blues’ last game before the All-Star/bye week break Jan. 30 at 
Winnipeg. Their reward for that production was one-way tickets to 
Springfield of the AHL. 

It’s not unusual for younger player to be sent back to the minors during 
the break to get some extra games in while the “varsity” is off. Except this 
time, Neighbours and Alexandrov have stayed in Springfield once the 
Blues’ break ended. How come? 

“Playing time, I think more than anything,” Berube said. “Just keep 
developing them, putting them in good, key situations all the time. They 
don’t get put in those good, key situations up here. 

“I think it’s important for their development to be put in offensive 
situations down there and try to work on their game.” 

Be it power play or penalty kill, getting extensive minutes with the 
Thunderbirds also allows Neighbours and Alexandrov to get some 
special teams work as well. 

“That’s a big part of it,” Berube said. “They definitely have the puck a lot 
more down there and are able to do a lot more with it.” 

That time of year 

With the trade deadline fast approaching and the Blues shopping players 
such as Ryan O’Reilly, Ivan Barbashev and Noel Acciari, the Enterprise 
Center press box was full of scouts from teams around the league. 

Scouts from 15 teams were on hand: Vancouver, Chicago, Nashville, 
Dallas, Buffalo, Edmonton, Seattle, Calgary, Vegas, New York Rangers, 
Boston, Los Angeles Kings, Toronto, Tampa Bay, Detroit. 
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Game Day: Matthew Tkachuk and Florida Panthers hit town in the middle 
of a playoff push 
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Jim Thomas 

 

Florida Panthers left wing Matthew Tkachuk, left, is mobbed by 
teammates after he scored during the second period of an NHL hockey 
game against the Tampa Bay Lightning, Monday, Feb. 6, 2023, in 
Sunrise, Fla. 

At the start of the New Year, the Blues actually had a better record than 
Florida, albeit a modest 17-17-3. But starting with a Jan. 3 victory over 
Arizona, the Panthers have gone 11-5-2. 

Entering Tuesday's slate of games, that's tied for the most points (24) in 
the league over that span. 

They’re making a playoff push, and with a victory over St. Louis tonight 
can move into a wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference if either 
Washington or Pittsburgh loses. The Capitals and Penguins also are 
playing Tuesday. 

The Blues, meanwhile, are stuck in neutral – having gone 7-8-0 in the 
New Year and currently sitting 10 points out of playoff position in the 
Western Conference. 

If you could boil the Panthers’ surge down to two items, it would be goalie 
Sergei Bobrovsky and St Louisan Matthew Tkachuk. 

After a slow start this season, Bobrovsky has gotten hot – with a 7-2-1 
record and a .927 goals-against average during Florida’s 11-5-2 run. 

Meanwhile, Tkachuk has 10 goals and 20 assists over those last 18 
games, leading the NHL in assists and points (30) over that span. 

“They’ve been playing really well for a while now,” Blues coach Craig 
Berube said. “Close game (Monday) night, but they’re playing good 
hockey right now. Their big guys are playing well.” 

For the season, Tkachuk is tied for fourth in the NHL in scoring with 73 
points on 27 goals and 46 assists. Carter Verhaeghe has 28 goals; 
Aleksander Barkov scored the shootout winner in Monday’s 2-1 victory at 
Minnesota. 

The Panthers are seventh in the league in scoring, averaging 3.43 goals 
per game, and it’s not just coming from up front. They rank second in the 
league in goals by defensemen (33), led by Brandon Montour (10) and 
Aaron Ekblad (nine). Ekblad will play in his 600th career game for Florida 
tonight. 

Florida averages a league-high 36.1 shots on goal per game, so Jordan 
Binnington can expect a busy night in goal for the Blues. 

“First and foremost, we gotta make sure we’re doing a good job with the 
puck – controlling the puck that way,” Berube said. “And getting in 
shooting lanes and taking away time and space on them and not giving 
them a lot of opportunities.” 

Bobrovsky was in goal Monday night against Minnesota, so the expected 
starter against the Blues is Spencer Knight. Knight was in goal in the 
earlier meeting between the teams, a 5-4 Blues overtime victory 
Thanksgiving weekend in Sunrise, Fla. 

Florida led 4-1 after two periods in that one, but the Blues got goals from 
Ryan O’Reilly, Jordan Kyrou and Vladimir Tarasenko to send the game 
into overtime, and then got the OT winner from Kyrou 68 seconds into 
extra time. 

Thomas Greiss was in goal for the Blues in that game. 

“We did some really good things after the first period in that game,” 
Berube said. “First period, we were on our heels and they scored a 
couple goals, and we got down. But we fought our way back in the game, 
and thought that we took the game over the second half of the game.” 

Despite their strong defensive effort in the shootout win against 
Minnesota, the Panthers have the third-worst road defense in the league 

this season, allowing 3.73 goals per game away from home. They’re 2-4-
2 in the second game of back-to-backs. 

Milestone for Leddy 

Blues defenseman Nick Leddy will play in his 900th NHL game Tuesday, 
a career that has included stints with Chicago, the New York Islanders, 
Detroit and now St. Louis. 

“He’s had a great career,” Berube said. “He’s been on winners and 
played a lot of good hockey and playoff hockey over his career. His 
game’s been very steady over that time.” 

Leddy will be the 528th NHL player to reach 900. 

Blue notes 

• Pavel Buchnevich matched his career high with three assists in 
Saturday’s 6-5 overtime victory over Arizona. It marked the fifth time he’s 
reached that milestone – three times with the Blues and twice with the 
New York Rangers. 

• The Blues had a season-high 9:57 of power play time against the 
Coyotes, but went 0-for-5 and are just 4-for-31 over their last 10 games. 
Buchnevich’s 7:06 of PP time was a season-high for a Blues player. 

• The Blues’ 68 overall shooting attempts against Arizona was a season 
high; their 37 shots on goal was their third-highest total of the season. 
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If the Blues trade Ivan Barbashev, these 10 teams may be interested 

 

Jeremy Rutherford 

9-12 minutes 15/02/2023 

 

ST. LOUIS — It seemed like it was on cue. 

In the second period of the Blues 6-2 win over Florida on Tuesday, 
Brandon Saad went out with an upper-body injury. Who took his spot on 
the top line? Ivan Barbashev. 

There were 15-plus NHL scouts peering over the press box, many of 
whom were likely in attendance to watch Barbashev. The 27-year-old 
forward will be an unrestricted free agent this summer, which means the 
Blues are getting a lot of phone calls on the 2019 Stanley Cup champion 
heading into the March 3 NHL trade deadline. 

According to the NHL Network’s Kevin Weekes, Barbashev is drawing 
interest from multiple clubs, and the return could be a first-round pick or a 
second-round pick plus a prospect. His salary-cap hit is just $2.25 million, 
so he’s affordable to a cap-strapped team. 

Well, with Saad done for the night Tuesday, Barbashev assisted on Ryan 
O’Reilly’s goal that put the Blues ahead 4-1, and he added an empty-
netter for a three-point night. 

“He played a good game,” said one scout, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity because he’s not authorized to speak publicly. “He’s strong on 
the boards. That’s one thing, he’s always competing. He’s always worked 
hard and competed for the puck. 

“He’s that third-line guy you really, really like. If you’re a contender, I think 
he’s your Nos. 7-8-9. He can play on the top two lines, if necessary. If 
someone in the top six gets hurt, he can play up in that. I think he’s a 
good player.” 
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The list of clubs with scouts in St. Louis recently included the New York 
Rangers, Winnipeg, Pittsburgh, Boston, Nashville, Dallas, Buffalo, 
Edmonton, Seattle, Calgary, Vegas, Los Angeles, Toronto, Tampa Bay 
and Detroit. 

“Obviously the noise was surrounding (Vladimir Tarasenko), and now 
O’Reilly,” Blues forward Brayden Schenn said. “But there’s Barbashev 
and other guy’s names being tossed around. Any team should want a 
guy like that. He’s physical, he can score, he’s capable of PK, PP. He’s 
just one of those versatile guys who can play any position. 

“He’s earned every opportunity he’s got here, built his way up from the 
minors to the fourth line to the top six. You root for a guy like that, and 
whatever happens in his situation, you hope for the best for him.” 

It’s perhaps unwise to rule out the Blues re-signing Barbashev, whom 
they drafted in the second round in 2014 and played in his 404th game 
Tuesday. But the cost may be too rich for general manager Doug 
Armstrong, and the trade offers too good to pass up. 

So I put together a list of teams that have been mentioned as possible 
destinations for the forward and a few others that make sense. I asked 
colleagues who cover those clubs about the potential interest level and 
what they may be willing to give up. There’s also an accompanying chart 
at the bottom with the available 2023 draft picks for the corresponding 
clubs. 

Eastern Conference 

New Jersey: The Devils might ultimately add a high-end winger at the 
deadline. They may also want another utility forward. Barbashev would 
help make this team a bit more versatile, thanks to his ability to play 
center and wing. The only question is just how much the team would be 
willing to spend to add him. New Jersey has picks and prospects, from 
Alexander Holtz on forward to defenders Reilly Walsh, Shakir 
Mukhamadullin and Nikita Okhotiuk. It depends on how much the team 
spends elsewhere because they probably don’t want to deplete their 
prospect pool too much just yet. It also depends on how much other 
teams up the ask for Barbashev. — Shayna Goldman 

Pittsburgh: Simply put, the Penguins are in desperate need of scoring 
depth. Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin are still great, but they aren’t 
going to carry a team through the playoffs. They need help. The 
Penguins’ third line of Jeff Carter, Brock McGinn and Kasperi Kapanen is 
one of the NHL’s worst. This unit needs an upgrade badly and Barbashev 
is a player who could help them. He would even help the Penguins 
without scoring, as he plays with considerably more grit than do many of 
their forwards. It’s a pretty good match. — Josh Yohe 

Boston: Barbashev checks several boxes for the Bruins. He is a multi-
position forward, similar to Pavel Zacha. He would add depth to the 
Bruins’ bottom six. Barbashev could be a left-shot center to complement 
Patrice Bergeron, David Krejci and Charlie Coyle, all righties. If the Blues 
retain part of Barbashev’s $2.25 million average annual value, it would 
help the Bruins manage their cap situation. They would be interested in 
re-signing Barbashev to prepare for when Bergeron and Krejci retire. 
Perhaps most critical is Barbashev’s relationship with former Blues 
assistant coach Jim Montgomery. A reunion could bring out more of 
Barbashev’s offensive game. The Bruins would be unlikely to part with 
Fabian Lysell or Mason Lohrei, their top two prospects. They do not have 
2023 or 2024 second-round picks. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Carolina: Barbashev would certainly add more depth to the Hurricanes’ 
bottom six, but at what cost? Carolina is notoriously careful with giving up 
assets for rentals, and the asking price on Barbashev would need to 
come down for them to have an interest. At last year’s deadline, the 
Hurricanes inquired about Columbus center Max Domi but balked at the 
acquisition cost. Then as the deadline crept closer, the teams 
reconnected and Carolina got Domi for a mid-level prospect and the 
rights to a 25-year-old Kontinental Hockey League player. The 
Hurricanes will search for a legit replacement for Max Pacioretty first, but 
I could see them circling back to Barbashev if the price is right. — Cory 
Lavalette 

Toronto: Barbashev makes sense for the Leafs, in that, he’s a guy who 
could bring them a different element in their top nine — a dude who can 
score and crash and bang. That said, their bigger need is in the top six, 
and Barbashev doesn’t really check that box definitively. And if they do 
acquire a top-six forward, their third line would be pretty well set with 
David Kämpf, Calle Järnkrok, and Pierre Engvall — which lessens the 
need for Barbashev. I like Noel Acciari a bit more for the Leafs. They’re 
short on centers, for one thing — and right-shooting centers who can win 
faceoffs for that matter. Acciari also plays a hard game and can provide a 
bit of pop. Depth guys like that typically fetch fourth-round picks. Call it in. 
— Jonas Siegel 

Tampa Bay: The Lightning make sense because Barbashev is the type of 
player the club seems to add to its group — a lesser-name guy who 
doesn’t make a lot of money and becomes the perfect fit. It’s akin to 
getting Nick Paul from Ottawa for a fourth-round pick and a prospect. 
Paul was inserted in the bottom six and had a terrific finish to the 2021-
22 season, earning himself a new contract in Tampa. The Lightning, 
however, are without their first- and second-round picks this summer, 
and their first-rounder next summer. That would seem to make them less 
inclined to deal with their third rounder, which may not be enough 
anyway. So if the Lightning are interested, we might be talking about 
prospects. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Western Conference 

Vegas: The Golden Knights could certainly use another middle-six 
forward to strengthen their depth, and both Barbashev and Acciari would 
fit the bill. The fact that Barbashev can play all three positions and has a 
strong cycle game should be major assets in Vegas’ eyes. Acciari played 
under Bruce Cassidy in Boston, which would make him a sensible fit on 
the third or fourth line. The Golden Knights are without a second-round 
pick for the upcoming draft but could send a 2024 second along with a 
prospect like 2021 second-round forward Matyas Sapovaliv or 2019 third-
round defenseman Layton Ahac St. Louis’ way. — Jesse Granger 

Winnipeg: I think Barbashev makes a bit of sense for the Jets — 
probably as a third-line left wing who plays shutdown minutes with Adam 
Lowry and Mason Appleton, bumping Morgan Barron down and/or 
sometimes taking second-line left-wing duties from Cole Perfetti if he has 
the offensive chops to play with Kyle Connor and Pierre-Luc Dubois. My 
guess is that Winnipeg’s fantasy is a right-shooting version because 
Connor and Dubois are lefties and coach Rick Bowness has a thing 
about swapping Perfetti for lesser right-handed wingers when protecting 
leads late in games. — Murat Ates 

Dallas: The Stars have had a hole in their middle six all season long. 
They’re filling that by shuffling some pieces around and guys playing 
positions they’re not used to. Stars GM Jim Nill is not a fan of parting with 
assets — premium draft picks or high-end prospects — for rentals, but 
Barbashev could be an immediate boost and potentially factor into the 
Stars’ plan beyond this season. The Stars wouldn’t give up their top-tier 
assets but some middling prospects and mid-to-late-round draft picks 
would be possibilities. — Saad Yousuf 

Los Angeles: The Kings have two more important needs to address: a 
left-shooting defenseman and a goalie, if they’re not certain No. 1 
Pheonix Copley can carry the mail in the playoffs. But they could have 
interest in Barbashev as they’ve gone with a few faces for the third-line 
center role. Blake Lizotte is tenacious and kills penalties while also 
working well off Kevin Fiala. But they could further strengthen the middle 
behind Anze Kopitar and Phillip Danault by slotting in Barbashev as a 
rental. Barbashev isn’t the 26-goal, 60-point guy of last season, but he 
may have more offensive upside than Lizotte, who would be perfect at 
4C. The stickler might be getting St. Louis to take a contract back to 
make the money work. — Eric Stephens 
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From Vladimir Tarasenko’s epic goals to infectious smile, 7 ex-Blues hold 
fond memories 

 

Jeremy Rutherford 

11-14 minutes 14/02/2023 

 

In 2010, when the Blues drafted Vladimir Tarasenko at No. 16, there was 
both excitement because of his star potential and concern about whether 
he’d leave Russia to come to the NHL. 

I’ll never forget when a 21-year-old Tarasenko showed up at the Blues’ 
practice facility for the start of the 2012-2013 season, which was delayed 
until January because of the league lockout. There was a buzz about the 
player fans hoped would become the franchise’s best pure goal scorer 
since Brett Hull. 

On Jan. 19, 2012, Tarasenko put on a Blues sweater and played in front 
of the home crowd for the first time, and with two goals on his first two 
shots in a 6-0 win over Detroit, a romance was born. 

“I’m sure everyone’s favorite story is his first game and just how amazing 
that ‘Welcome to the NHL moment’ was for him,” former Blues 
defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk said. “For us as players, that was 
completely jaw-dropping to see him score the way he did — two 
highlight-reel goals. You never know how guys’ careers are going to start 
or end, but I think we knew right away that we had something special.” 

He’d become the face TV networks would plaster on the screen when the 
Blues were playing. He’d make NHL All-Star rosters. He’d take over the 
Winter Classic at Busch Stadium. And eventually, in 2019, he was a 
member of the first team in this city to ever win a Stanley Cup. 

After 734 games and 303 goals, including the postseason, it came to an 
end for Tarasenko and the Blues with last week’s trade to the New York 
Rangers. 

We knew it was coming, but that doesn’t make it feel any less abrupt. 
He’s still wearing blue, but it’s a different shade. And it shouldn’t be a 
surprise, just like that night against Detroit in 2012, when he showed a 
flare for the dramatic and scored on his first shot in his Rangers debut. 

Vladimir Tarasenko wastes no time to prove he fits right in with Rangers: 
‘A lot of emotions’ 

Tarasenko will move on, and so will the Blues. He’ll score more goals 
and maybe win another Stanley Cup. But it won’t take away from the 
thrills and the ride he provided fans for 11 seasons after arriving from 
Russia. 

The memories are captured in the sticks Tarasenko gave away after 
games, the photos he posed for during the parade and the “Vladi, Vladi, 
Vladi” chants after one of his epic nights. 

There were lots of former teammates, and a couple of ex-coaches, who 
got to witness the scene up close on a daily basis. The Athletic asked for 
their personal stories of him, and how they think he’ll be remembered. 

Jaden Schwartz 

I remember the night we were drafted together in Los Angeles (in 2010). 
You’re just enjoying the moment and hoping that you’ll be in the NHL one 
day. But the following year, we were at the world juniors and we’re 
shaking hands, and he said, “I’ll see you in St. Louis.” I remember that, 
which was pretty cool. He was a very important player in that draft, and 
you could tell that the entire city of St. Louis was pretty excited to get him 
over when he came. He had such a big impact right away. That first 
game in Detroit, he had a couple highlight-reel goals, and I remember 
being like, “Oh man, this guy’s got a special talent.” I played for a long 
time with Vladi. We had different centermen over the years, but we 

logged a lot of minutes together, so I got to see first-hand how gifted he 
is. He’s obviously got the shot, but how well he sees the ice, too, which is 
probably underrated. I had a lot of fun years with Vladi and a lot of 
success. He had some big playoff moments and was big that year for us 
(in 2019). He had some big goals in the Stanley Cup playoffs. Every 
series he was good, and he was a big part of that Cup run. So he did a 
lot for that city and the franchise. I guess all good things kind of come to 
an end at some point, but I think he’ll be remembered very well, and he’ll 
be missed. 

David Backes 

The first thing that comes to my mind, obviously there was a lot of hype 
of Vladi coming, and with a nickname like “Tank,” you’re not sure what 
you’re going to get from a Russian kid. But I think he lived up to all of the 
billing and the anticipation of what his game would be in the NHL. When 
it comes to specific memories with him and I, he had a little bit of a 
learning curve coming into the league, and there was the time where I 
thought he was being selfish or lazy in a game. I went after him in one 
practice to try to send a message that that’s not acceptable for us. We 
got heated, but shortly after that, he came up to me and said, “I 
understand it.” I think the message was received, and he was a lot better 
after that. He was a guy that could have sulked from something like that, 
but he took a message and really rose to the occasion and was a 
superior player after that, buying into what we were doing as a team. It’s 
tough to have a glorious ending with any organization, where you ride out 
into the sunset. I don’t know what his beef was, but I think over time 
those thorns start to dull a bit and, for me, he’ll be remembered as a 
supreme talent, a supreme goal scorer, a guy who could win games for 
you on his own. He had the ability to score goals by himself, and with the 
success of winning a Cup, he had an ability to elevate the team. That’s 
the memory I’ll have of him. 

Paul Stastny 

My first year, we were playing in New York (Nov. 3, 2014), and he scored 
such a dynamic goal. He basically roasted two defensemen, then came 
in one-on-one on the goalie, and just nonchalantly put it in one-handed 
on his backhand, a la Peter Forsberg. I remember watching that and just 
thinking, ‘Man, he made that look so easy and so smooth.’ I think that’s 
when people didn’t realize how good and powerful a player and skater he 
was. I think everyone knew he had a shot, but that’s when they saw that. 
More than anything for me, when he was at his best, he’s so solid and so 
strong, but he’s so effortless on the ice. He just kind of floats, and it’s a 
rare talent that few players have. For him, he’s so powerful, he just takes 
one stride, and everyone knows it’s coming, but he has a way of creating 
separation and then obviously he just needs a half a second to shoot the 
puck the way he does. And he had that infectious smile, too; he was 
always smirking. He loved to score. He’ll be remembered for being an 
elite scorer of his generation, and when you win a Cup in St. Louis, 
you’re always going to be remembered with that winning team. St. Louis 
fans will love him, and I think all the guys that played with him will love 
him. 

Kevin Shattenkirk 

For me, Vladi was the one guy who I got to see grow, and I felt like I had 
a hand in it, being friends with him from the jump and sharing rooms 
together on the road. I think he quickly became comfortable with me and 
trusted me, and that, in turn, caused him to loosen up a bit, and it was 
cool to see that. One of my favorite stories is, we were on the road and 
went to dinner with Vladi, Chris Stewart and Ryan Reaves. It was one of 
those nights where he was being funny, being Vladi. I remember the 
waiter came over to take our orders, and all of a sudden Vladi would 
pretend he didn’t know English anymore. He’d tell us, “Can you order for 
me?” Finally, I remember Chris Stewart being like, “Vladi, enough is 
enough.” Vladi struggled, but it seemed like at (some) point he could be 
fully acclimated in the American lifestyle. I think it allowed him to open up 
in St. Louis and feel more comfortable. Then he grew into the player he 
was on the team and more of a fixture in the community, becoming a role 
model for a lot of young players and young kids in the city. That’s what I 
learned from the guys before me and hoped that I instilled in him, and he 
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did a phenomenal job with it. It’s weird to think that he’s not part of the 
Blues anymore. It’s funny, I don’t know the particulars of his statistics and 
where he ranks in Blues history, but for a lot of fans, they’ll remember 
him as one of the elite players to ever come through the organization. 
There’s been a lot of them, but he was our top guy for a long time, and 
certainly brought us to another level as a team because we knew we had 
a pure goal scorer who could change games. He scored a lot of big 
goals, in big moments, especially in the playoffs. He’ll be remembered 
greatly by fans there, and I surely know that he’ll always keep St. Louis in 
his heart as a place he loves. 

Jake Allen 

Through his career with the Blues, he’s got so many big goals and so 
many moments that either changed the dynamic of a season or a series. 
For me, one that sticks out was his game-winner in the Winter Classic. 
That’s a game I think about quite often and I remember that goal very 
vividly, beating (Blackhawks goalie Corey) Crawford to the glove side, 
and it just trickled in. That was a big game at that point in Blues history at 
Busch Stadium, and for him to seal that was a big win for us and the city. 
All good things eventually do come to an end, but I think that fan base 
should look at him as they were very fortunate to have him. You were 
super fortunate to have a player of that ilk lace up the skates for your 
team for 10 years and be one of the best goal scorers in franchise 
history. That’s the way the business goes, but he put in a lot of good 
years and a lot of hard work and delivered them a Cup, so I think there 
should be a lot of good memories. 

Ken Hitchcock 

The memory for me is, in his first two years that he played for us, I don’t 
think he missed a breakaway. If he was on a breakaway, it was money in 
the bank. It wasn’t the same play and it wasn’t the same shot, but he had 
all kinds of calmness. Whether people were on his back, or he had lots of 
room, you knew if you could spring him free, he was going to score. He’s 
got that dynamic that, whether you’re on his team, or you’re the 
opposition, you can feel the goal coming. When he’s on top of his game, 
he doesn’t miss quality chances. I think the fans loved him because he 
had an element in his game — size, speed, skill — that everybody loved. 
He brought you out of your seat! Those trades are the financial elements 
that go on in business. Teams can only go so far with players, that’s the 
way it goes, but I think from a dynamic standpoint, the people in St. Louis 
will always love him. 

Mike Yeo 

The first personal memory I have was my first time watching him in 
practice. I’ve had the opportunity to coach a lot of great players, but I 
remember that first practice (in 2016), just watching him in awe. Every 
time he came down on the goalie, he just shot it in the net. There was 
nowhere to shoot, but he just shot it in the net. I have never seen 
anybody do it that consistently. Some of the highlight-reel goals he would 
score, and the way he could impact the game, I was just mesmerized by 
how impressive his shot was. Vladi, he was emotional, and when you can 
control it the right way like he’s capable of doing, he was electrifying 
when he was doing those things. So for me, those are the things he’ll be 
remembered for. He’ll be remembered for the good things he contributed. 
I wasn’t there for (the trade request), but talk about a guy that helped 
bring the Stanley Cup to an organization and being a top-five goal scorer 
for a storied franchise, it’s pretty amazing. 
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How to fix the NHL trade deadline: Seven ideas to bring back blockbuster 
deals 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

It’s trade deadline season in the sports world, with the NBA’s just passing 
and the NHL’s a few weeks away. And let’s just say that basketball’s 
GMs have set the bar high for their hockey counterparts. 

That’s usually how it works. The NBA is notorious for dropping massive 
blockbusters, both during the season and over the summer. It’s not 
unusual to see a franchise player or two on the move, and the trades are 
often multi-team monstrosities that you need a Ph.D. to fully break down. 
This year, NBA fans saw one of the best players of his era traded in a 
shocking move that came together overnight, and it was just one of many 
major deals. 

Meanwhile, NHL GMs are constantly complaining that their job is too 
hard, simple player-for-pick deals take weeks to hammer out, and we’re 
all still trying to figure out who Vladislav Gavrikov is. 

It wasn’t always like this. The NHL used to have plenty of big, bold 
trades. But over the years, the market has dried up, and there are some 
years where the deadline comes and goes and the biggest targets are 
guys you’ve barely heard of. 

Maybe this year will be different. A few legitimately big names have 
already moved and at least a few more reportedly are on the block. But 
it’s certainly fair to say that the art of the deal isn’t what it used to be in 
the NHL. So why is that? And more importantly, is there anything we can 
do about it? 

If you start from the premise that more trading is good for the league’s 
overall entertainment value, then it seems like we should want to 
encourage bigger and better deals. Great. But how? Today, let’s walk 
through seven ideas that could move the needle, and see if any of them 
could actually happen. 

Our experts have weighed in after the Vladamir Tarasenko and Bo 
Horvat trades shook up the market. 

The moves could change what — if anything — happens with Patrick 
Kane between now and the trade deadline. 

NHL trade board 2022-23  https://t.co/FhdO9fo4Mc 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 11, 2023 

Idea 1: Allow more salary retention 

The idea: Fans know the drill with salary retention by now. A team trading 
away a player can retain up to 50 percent of their cap hit (and real 
dollars) for the full length of their remaining contract, with a max of three 
retentions per team at any given time. 

But why stop at 50 percent? What if we let teams retain as much as they 
wanted to, all the way up to 100 percent? 

Why it would work: It would pretty obviously make midseason trades 
easier, especially for big-ticket stars. Imagine if the Blackhawks could 
trade Patrick Kane while retaining as much of his salary as the other 
team needed them to … at a cost in picks and prospects, of course. 
Remember, we’re not doing anything to circumvent the league-wide cap 
here, because the full cap hit is still in place. It’s just with a different team. 

As an added bonus, this would reduce if not eliminate those weird third-
party double-retention trades that tend to just be overly complicated and 
confusing. 

Why it wouldn’t: Some GMs would object, just like they did over a decade 
ago when Brian Burke was originally pushing for the retention idea. Back 
then, they felt like the idea went against the spirit of a hard cap, and 
made it too easy for teams to get out of bad contracts. Their arguments 
weren’t good in 2012, and they won’t be good now. 

How much I like it: I’d like to aim a little bigger, as you’ll see in a bit. But 
as a compromise or an interim step, we could do worse. 
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Odds of it happening: It feels like allowing 100 percent retention might be 
a bridge too far, but I could absolutely see a world where we went higher 
than 50 percent. 

Idea 2: Allow more flexible salary retention 

The idea: OK, let’s say you’re really stuck on limiting retention to 50 
percent. The current rule says that any retention has to go straight across 
the board; if the Sharks retain on Erik Karlsson, they have to do it in the 
same amount for every season left on his deal. 

We could scrap that requirement, and allow GMs to negotiate the 
retention each season. So for Karlsson, the Sharks could offer to retain 
50 percent this year, a lower percentage next season, and drop down to 
zero towards the end of the deal. 

Why it would work: Retention really doesn’t work for contracts with lots of 
term left because even rebuilding teams understandably don’t want to 
commit dead money years down the road. A flexible approach would 
make it easier to acquire long-term deals for teams that are capped out 
right now, without forcing a full commitment from the team trading the 
guy away. 

Why it wouldn’t: This doesn’t do anything to help the market for rentals, 
which is most of the deadline action these days. And some GMs would 
definitely use this to make trades for big tickets they couldn’t afford down 
the line, so this might be a “save me from myself” scenario. 

How much I like it: As an addition to the first idea, it’s fine. On its own, I 
don’t think it goes far enough to really help us. 

Odds of it happening: Again, I could see the NHL tweaking the retention 
rules without going quite as far as I’m suggesting here. 

Idea 3: Allow players to hold out for new contracts 

The idea: Remember the 1980s and 90s, when big players were traded 
all the time? Pavel Bure, Mark Messier, Doug Gilmour, Pat LaFontaine, 
Alexei Yashin, Paul Coffey … that era was filled with mega-stars getting 
traded in blockbuster moves. It was great! 

Except that there’s one small detail that many old-timer fans leave out: 
All of those guys got traded after walking out on their teams. That 
happened a lot back then, partly because contracts could be 
renegotiated. That meant a player could refuse to work if they wanted a 
new deal and/or a new home, and teams didn’t have much recourse 
beyond getting to work on a trade. 

That era essentially ended in 2005, when the new CBA locked in player 
contracts, meaning deals could no longer be torn up. Now, it doesn’t 
matter if Connor McDavid or whoever decided they deserved a better 
contract. There’s absolutely nothing they can do to get one, other than 
wait until their deal is up. In theory, stars can still threaten to go home to 
force a trade, but apart from an occasional Dany Heatley, it almost never 
happens. 

You want big bold trades like we had in the old days? Go back to a 
system where players have the power to force them. 

Why it would work: We have proof of concept, both from NHL history and 
also the NBA, where those big blockbusters we’re so jealous of are often 
the result of a player orchestrating a move. 

Why it wouldn’t: Oh it would, it’s just that you’d hate it. 

How much I like it: There’s a very sick part of me that enjoyed the holdout 
era, but I’m going to go ahead and say that the league is better off when 
franchise players can’t just abandon their teams. 

Odds of it happening: Less than zero. If the players ever asked for the 
power to renegotiate, owners would reply by insisting on a two-way 
street, meaning the end of guaranteed contracts. Not going to happen, at 
least without another labor armageddon. I’m including this idea less as a 
serious option and more as a reminder of where a lot of those mega-
trades we’re so nostalgic for actually came from. 

Alexei Yashin didn’t play the 1999-00 season and was eventually traded 
to the Islanders in June of 2001. (Dave Sandford / Getty Images / NHLI) 

Idea 4: Ban no-trade and no-movement clauses 

The idea: Pretty simple, right? NTCs and NMCs can prevent trades 
outright, and even when a player is open to waiving, they shift the control 
and limit the market. Get rid of them, and GMs would have one less 
excuse. 

Why it would work: We’d eliminate a hurdle that pretty self-evidently gets 
in the way of making trades. And this would be especially helpful to 
teams in less desirable markets who might be showing up on a lot of 
those no-trade lists. (This idea could be especially attractive for Canadian 
fans who’ve pieced together where all those seven-team lists are coming 
from.) 

Why it wouldn’t: A no-trade clause doesn’t mean a player can’t be traded, 
it just means they have some control. Players waive their NTCs all the 
time, so this change might have less of an impact than you’d expect. 

How much I like it: Not much. We could always tweak the system in 
various ways, but a veteran player should have the right to negotiate a 
no-trade into their contract. A lot of these guys have spouses and kids, 
and while I like a good blockbuster as much as the next guy, I don’t mind 
a player being able to sacrifice some dollars to maintain some control of 
where they’ll work. 

Odds of it happening: Low. This would be a CBA change, meaning 
owners would have to want it bad enough to give the players something 
in return. Let’s just say I’m not holding my breath. 

Idea 5: Ditch the loser point 

The idea: Yes, this one sounds like a non sequitur, but hear me out. Why 
do we have the loser point, according to the NHL? Because it makes the 
playoff races closer. (For the record, it absolutely does not do that, but 
it’s what they tell us.) What happens when the playoff races are closer or 
at least perceived that way? Too many buyers and not enough sellers. 
Supply and demand kicks in, asking prices shoot up, and suddenly 
almost everyone decides to just ride it out rather than take a big swing. 

So scrap the loser point. Force the bad teams to have bad records that 
actually look that way. No more mumbling about only being six points 
back, or that you can’t sell because you’re over .500. 

Again, the loser point is a lie. But it’s also an excuse, and an effective 
one. If we get rid of it, we make it harder for GMs to beg out of doing their 
jobs. 

Why it would work: Look at this year. A bunch of teams are tanking for 
Connor Bedard, meaning they’re not even trying to pretend that they’re 
good. And what do you know, this is shaping up to be one of the better 
trade markets in years. 

Why it wouldn’t: Denial is a hell of a drug if you’re an NHL GM, and they’ll 
fight like hell to hold onto it. 

How much I like it: Dude. 

Odds of it happening: We’ll eventually ditch the loser point, and when we 
do we’ll almost immediately look back and wonder what took so long. But 
it’s going to be a while, because Gary Bettman still thinks you’re dumb 
enough to buy the “closer playoff races” line. Until then, a real standings 
system feels about as realistic as making up magic draft picks. 

New post: The NHL’s loser point is broken. I have an idea that would fix 
it. You’re going to hate it. https://t.co/sYCVSscuvb 
pic.twitter.com/s71Sx49ujL 

— Down Goes Brown (@DownGoesBrown) March 11, 2020 

Idea 6: Make up some magic draft picks 

The idea: Some two-bit hack wrote about it on ESPN years ago. Nobody 
paid any attention. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 15, 2023 

 

Why it would work: Because it’s brilliant, that’s why! 

Why it wouldn’t: Maybe too brilliant. 

How much I like it: Shockingly, I like it a lot. And it absolutely would work. 
Seriously, go read that piece from 2015 and give me an argument 
against it other than that it’s too smart and creative. 

Odds of it happening: Zero, because it’s too smart and creative. 
Speaking of which, let’s take this home with my big pitch … 

Idea 7: Scrap the cap … temporarily 

The idea: As much as I’m sure some of you are waiting for it, I’m not 
going to bother suggesting that we do away with the hard cap entirely. 
That just doesn’t feel remotely realistic at this point, unless Marty Walsh 
and the NHLPA are ready to lose another season (or more). So yeah, the 
salary cap is going to stay. 

At least, it’s going to mostly stay. I’m proposing a new system where we 
still have a hard cap and all that entails. But now, that cap is no longer in 
effect once the trade deadline arrives. After that, teams no longer have to 
worry about being under the cap until the offseason. 

Why it would work: While this sounds like a radical idea, in some sense 
we already have it in place. As fans know, the salary cap already 
disappears late in the season – specifically, it goes away in the playoffs, 
when teams are allowed to be over the cap without any penalty. I’m just 
proposing that we move that up a few weeks. 

We’d pick a day – for sake of argument, let’s say it’s deadline day – and 
say that teams have to be cap compliant that morning. After that, the cap 
no longer applies. If the Hawks want to send Kane and his full salary to 
the Rangers, they can do it. It wouldn’t quite be a free-for-all, because 
teams would still have to worry about future seasons, and owners 
wouldn’t necessarily want to be giving their GMs a blank check for the 
dollars going out the door. But we’d no longer be preventing contenders 
from loading up just to satisfy an arbitrary cap number. 

Why it wouldn’t: We’d have to figure out how to handle some of the 
details, including players who enter the league by signing after the 
deadline, although those are so rare that I don’t think it’s a problem. The 
bigger issue is that this system would work to the advantage of bigger 
markets with more money to spend, and that goes against some of the 
reasons we have a cap in the first place. And this system would probably 
reduce midseason trades before the deadline, although those barely 
happen anymore anyway. 

How much I like it: A lot. More stars for the contending teams, more 
prospects and picks for the rebuilding ones, and way more fun for the 
fans. 

As an added bonus, if “no cap day” was also deadline day, the number of 
moves happening that day would be absolutely off the charts. This one’s 
for you, James Duthie. 

Odds of it happening: Probably close to zero, although I’m not sure why. 
This feels like a workable way to reinvigorate the trade game while still 
maintaining the overall goals of a cap world (cost certainty, a 50/50 
revenue split, and price control in the offseason and free agency). If 
there’s a critical flaw here, I’m not seeing it. When I’m named 
commissioner, we’re going to really think about this one. 
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Which NHL teams have the most valuable cores? Breaking down all 32 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

No matter the challenges of a salary-cap world — including even the 
hurdles the last few years presented — teams tend to identify their ‘core’ 
and pay those players accordingly.  

A core can be defined a few ways. It can include a combination of the 
faces of a franchise, best players, highest-paid skaters, aging veterans 
and up-and-coming stars. While it varies, that generally makes up the 
centerpiece of a team, and the rest of the salary-cap structure is built 
around them.  

Which teams have the most valuable core, and who gets the most bang 
for their buck? That’s what we’re going to try to find out, sorting all 32 
teams into tiers along the way. The tiers represent where the team’s core 
stands right now, based on both caliber of players and some contract 
situations.  

For consistency purposes, most cores feature five players (with a few 
being limited to four in the lower tiers). That’s how many a handful of 
recent champions had, including Colorado, Tampa Bay, Washington and 
Pittsburgh. That cutoff isn’t to short-change some players and highlight 
others. Some players and contracts won’t make the cut, while others 
have to be dunked on. It’s all a part of the process. The positions vary 
per squad — some teams don’t have a ‘core’ goalie like Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and manage just fine. 

To measure player value, we’ll be using The Athletic’s Dom 
Luszczyszyn’s Game Score Value Added as our jumping-off point. And 
we’ll be projecting what a player should be worth based on that, with a 
cap hit percentage. Each visual, which can be expanded when clicked, 
will show a player’s actual cap hit percentage (CH%), projected cap hit 
percentage (pCH%) and the difference between the two (+/-). Any 
differential in the red represents a player who is performing below their 
current cap hit.  

All of this is based on the current salary cap and a player’s current cap 
hit. Pending free agents are color-coded as well, with purple representing 
those who have already signed their next contracts for 2023.  

So, let’s dive in from the top.  

Win Now 

A dozen teams make the cut for this tier. It’s not a perfect encapsulation 
of the playoff conversation but includes a number of contenders plus 
teams who have the core caliber to compete right now.  

Few teams match up to the reigning champion Avalanche, whose five-
player core is projected to be worth 18.4 wins. Right now, they take up 
about 43 percent of the cap space in Colorado, but should combine for 
almost 76 percent. That’s a surplus value of 32.2 percent of the salary 
cap. Nathan MacKinnon and Cale Makar are key parts of that, and so is 
Devon Toews — the player who would’ve been cut out of the picture had 
our cores been limited to just four. But he’s proven himself to be a true 
top-pair defenseman and an essential part of this team.  

Colorado’s salary picture is about to change, though, with MacKinnon’s 
already-signed next contract. He’s still projected to be worth more than 
his impending cap hit percentage when his AAV doubles to $12.6 million. 
The team will drop to a surplus value of about 25 percent. How terrible!  

The two teams who are pretty neck-and-neck with Colorado are Dallas 
and Boston. The Stars’ new-look core emerged over the last year or so, 
and they’ve quickly become one of the best, between their stellar top line, 
elite defenseman Miro Heiskanen and true No. 1 goalie Jake Oettinger. 
Like Colorado, they have rising costs incoming from new contracts to 
Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski. But those are already signed and 
managed, so management knows they’ll maintain a very high surplus 
value, even with Hintz jumping up to an $8.45 million cap hit.  

While the future is bright in Dallas, the present is in Boston. However, 
there are some long-term questions facing this squad. This team 
technically could have slid into the next tier, considering a lack of clarity 
in Patrice Bergeron’s (and David Krejci’s) future. But the stability on the 
blue line their top two provides, David Pastrnak’s outstanding play (even 
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when considering what that’s about to cost Boston) and the team’s 
overall dominance keep them highly ranked. The Bruins had one of the 
most valuable cores last season, too, and they very well may be here 
again next year if they don’t have to hunt for a new 1C.  

The next pair of teams have two things in common: increasing costs on 
the wing after the season, and strong prospect pools to extend their 
windows. Minnesota already knows what its top-six winger, Matt Boldy, 
will cost with his next contract — and that’s going to impact its surplus 
value since he’s obviously its most cost-efficient core player while on an 
entry-level deal. New Jersey, on the other hand, doesn’t know yet what 
Jesper Bratt’s next deal looks like and that’s going to shake up the cap 
picture.  

The other question for the Devils is whether this is their core when the 
next season starts. The last slot was tricky, between John Marino and 
Ondrej Palat. Either one could fly here, but does this spot get filled with a 
splashy addition at the deadline or over the season? The real takeaway 
should be that their core ranks so highly right now in their first season 
back in the playoff hunt. This could have been a Next Wave contender, 
technically, but their core value and current record slid them up the tiers.  

Edmonton’s the first core to hit the $40 million mark. Unsurprisingly, no 
one touches Connor McDavid’s projected cap hit percentage of 21.4 
percent. It helps to have two of the best forwards in the league to 
highlight a core. The disappointing part, for the Oilers, is they don’t have 
a valuable enough No. 1 defenseman. Maybe Evan Bouchard takes over 
soon, but there’s still Darnell Nurse’s contract to withstand; it’s so early 
into it, and he’s already underperforming. It shows the work that still has 
to be done in Edmonton to truly maximize what they have at the top. 

Click to enlarge 

Toronto tops the Oilers with its core taking up $48 million in cap space. 
It’s been a controversial one that would be quieted with playoff success, 
but the idea is simple: invest in the team’s best players and figure out the 
rest. The problem is, the Maple Leafs are going to have to figure out the 
rest quite soon with two contracts up in 2024, and another two the 
following year. John Tavares already made his money, so that’s less of a 
concern, but the Auston Matthews situation looms and so does William 
Nylander’s, considering how pivotal his play has been. Right now, the 
Leafs are getting a lot out of their core even with the prices in mind. But 
they need the results to show for it.  

Winning tends to raise salaries, which is something the Lightning faced. 
But no one really shrugs at the costs associated with their core players. 
It’s a group most teams would be happy to have because of the success 
— two championships and three straight trips to the Cup Final — they’ve 
had together. Victor Hedman’s down season has made things dicier this 
year, but the real hurdle is managing the costs that have risen around 
this group thanks to the team’s winning ways.  

On the flip side, the Rangers went with a different approach and paid 
most of their players before their playoff window really restarted. Each of 
these contracts were inked ahead of their return to the postseason, but 
the collective value is pretty high considering their collective value — 
especially up front. The Rangers boast the best goalie in the world right 
now and one of the best all-around defensemen. But up front, some of 
their forward contracts were slight overpayments, and on the back end, 
one just slid out of core territory in Jacob Trouba. That’s what this team 
has to work around to extend its window, which stresses the importance 
of maximizing entry-level years to balance out those costs (which is why 
player development is still important even when trying to win).  

Florida’s core says this team should be playoff caliber, and should make 
up for their weaknesses in net. The problem is Aaron Ekblad’s actual 
value has slipped this year after the coaching change and loss of 
MacKenzie Weegar. Florida’s moved a ton of future assets out and 
doesn’t have much cap flexibility (which goaltending hasn’t helped) to 
make necessary improvements. That’s the challenge to maneuver in 
even getting back into the playoff conversation this year. Outside of the 
net, the core is there, though. Management just has to find a way to 
support it.  

If you’re tired of hearing about the Hurricanes’ need for more oomph … 
well, you’re going to hear about it again. The contract values for this team 
are good, but they have the lowest collective GSVA in this tier at 10.9. 
Carolina tends to be greater than the sum of its parts thanks to systems 
and its overall identity, but at this stage in the game, it could use a little 
more star power to kick up a notch. This team was almost there, with an 
addition of finishing talent it was previously missing. Now it’s back to the 
drawing board.  

Speaking of identity, that’s something the Jets needed. A coaching 
change has made a major difference, and most players in Winnipeg are 
actually outperforming expectations. Priors hold their projected values 
back, but help show the range of where this team can go. Just outside 
the core are two key forwards in Nikolaj Ehlers and Pierre-Luc Dubois, 
and the latter faces some long-term questions that will impact the team’s 
trajectory moving forward.  

Tick Tock 

A few playoff teams slid out of the previous tier and to this level. While 
most of them are trying to win now, there’s extra pressure on the next six 
teams. These are clubs that face more of a ticking clock on their window 
of contention.  

Click to enlarge 

Vegas is the one borderline team here. The Golden Knights should be in 
Win Now, but player movement over the last few years is taking a toll. 
The Golden Knights have moved out so many future assets and had to 
dump players off for nothing, leaving them with their weakest squad yet 
since their first season. An underperforming star center, who has dimmed 
since Mark Stone was sidelined with injury, only complicates things. 

Elsewhere, aging concerns and inevitable player declines are looming.  

The Penguins want to make it work over the next three years before 
Sidney Crosby’s contract expires, now that Evgeni Malkin and Kris 
Letang are back. The Capitals want another championship with Alex 
Ovechkin. But aging is one of the many challenges these clubs have to 
balance. The Penguins, at least, are still getting a lot out of a core that 
isn’t as expensive as others around the league. But there are roster holes 
to fill, including in net. Washington, on the other hand, has 
underperforming core players and a ton of injuries to navigate. Plus, 
every defenseman not named John Carlson is on an expiring deal.  

The Islanders and Flames have committed to these next few years, and 
their moves over the last few months only emphasize that. Calgary’s 
betting on its new additions to improve its chances in the next couple of 
years, while the Islanders doubled down on their core by adding Bo 
Horvat. But neither team has really solidified its playoff standing yet; each 
team could fall just outside the top eight in its division. That’s daunting for 
both clubs, especially with rising costs coming this summer. Jonathan 
Huberdeau’s next contract is set to cost 2.9 percent more in cap space 
than he’s worth. Mathew Barzal and Horvat’s contract extensions lessen 
the team’s surplus value, too. Both need a bit of creativity and innovation, 
whether in the front office or behind the bench, to remedy their situations. 
But even then, there’s only so much that can be done this season.  

No matter what Nashville squeezes out of its core three, it just isn’t 
enough to thread the needle. The Predators have been destined for the 
middle these last few years, but elite seasons from their stars have 
masked their weaknesses. That’s going to waste another year of their big 
three as a result of mismanagement over the last couple of years.  

Next Wave 

While some teams are fading out, others are just getting started for their 
next window of contention. Some, like the Kings and Kraken, are in the 
playoff mix already. And if they play their cards right, this is going to be 
the first of many appearances in the near future.  

Click to enlarge  

The Kings’ core is an interesting one — they’re very expensive, and as a 
whole, not worth the money. But that’s not what makes them Next Wave. 
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The group that’s surrounding their core, and starting to push for key 
roles, does. The young talent is there for this experienced group to pass 
the torch to as they progress.    

Another team that doesn’t solely rely on the core outlined is the Kraken. 
Star power isn’t the name of the game in Seattle; it’s all about team-wide 
contributions. That’s why Jaden Schwartz and Jordan Eberle easily could 
have filed in on offense behind Matty Beniers here. But that probably 
changes before they become bonafide contenders, whether it’s from 
player development or additions with the assets they’ve accumulated 
over the last year.  

Speaking of developing stars, that’s what the Sabres and Senators have 
done. Buffalo’s closer right now, thanks to leaps from Tage Thompson 
and Rasmus Dahlin. The building blocks are legitimately in place, there. 
With work on the blue line and back in goal, the Senators shouldn’t be 
too far behind in the near future. 

Detroit has the makings to follow, but this team’s core still needs some 
work. There really isn’t one clear fifth member of it, and there may not be 
a fourth after the deadline if Tyler Bertuzzi doesn’t stick around. Then 
there’s Dylan Larkin’s contract to figure out.  

Columbus reaches this tier thanks to Johnny Gaudreau and Johnny 
Gaudreau alone. A high draft pick, maybe some offseason tweaks and 
fewer Broken Jackets should help them next year. 

Starting from the Bottom  

There are the teams trying to rise after bottoming out in Anaheim and 
Montreal, and groups that probably need to now reach the bottom to start 
turning things around.  

The Blues are sellers and could shed Ryan O’Reilly after moving Vladimir 
Tarasenko. That opens up a core spot for Jordan Kyrou, who has to be a 
part of their Next Wave. But things will get worse before they get better in 
St. Louis.  

The same is true in San Jose, especially if (or when) Timo Meier is 
moved. Even more so if Erik Karlsson leaves, as well. The Sharks paid 
their core players too late, and they’re paying for it now. It won’t be an 
easy turnaround.  

Does anyone know how the Canucks will proceed? Do they even know? 
Will players outside of Elias Pettersson and Quinn Hughes be on the 
move to rebuild their core? Or can some tweaks be enough?  

The Flyers, at least, are finally being honest about where they are and 
what needs to happen next.  

On the flip side, the Ducks and Canadiens have lost a number of core 
pieces in their rebuilding process. Each has future core pieces on the 
roster already. Juraj Slafkovsky and Jamie Drysdale are among them, 
and maybe Lukas Dostal is too. But there’s a lot of work to do, which is 
why they’re hoping Connor Bedard will speed up the process.  

Undefined Core 

Depending on how some teams proceed and sell off, the Coyotes and 
Blackhawks may soon have company. But for right now, these two land 
at the bottom without truly defined cores.  

Arizona’s benching a core piece in Jakob Chychrun until they can move 
him. Karel Vejmelka may join him at the trade deadline, at the right price. 
Turnover continues for the Coyotes.  

And no one comes near Chicago, whose core currently takes up 41.8 
percent of its cap but is worth less than 10 percent. That minus-32.3 
percent should lessen when (or if) two of those four players get traded in 
the next few weeks. Seth Jones and his disastrous contract will contract 
to weigh down the Blackhawks, but there isn’t much to be done there. 

Like a number of clubs in the tier ahead, the Coyotes and Blackhawks 
are hoping* their next core is headlined by Bedard. 

*Trying very hard to tank and drag their record down for the best draft 
odds.  

These teams may also be hoping that the core players they have on the 
trade block can help bring back assets that will become the building 
blocks of their Next Wave of contention. 
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NHL trade deadline: 12 best pure rentals of the salary-cap era 

 

Corey Masisak 

 

The biggest name on the move so far ahead of the 2023 NHL trade 
deadline has already locked in a long-term stay with his new club. 

Bo Horvat signed an eight-year, $68 million contract with the New York 
Islanders five days after the Vancouver Canucks sent him to Long Island. 
A few other big names that have percolated in trade discourse, like San 
Jose Sharks stars Timo Meier and Erik Karlsson and Arizona Coyotes 
defenseman Jakob Chychrun, are under team control through at least the 
following season, if not longer. 

But many of the other top trade targets are all pending unrestricted free 
agents like Horvat was. Vladimir Tarasenko already moved from the St. 
Louis Blues to the New York Rangers, and other top UFAs like Ryan 
O’Reilly, Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews could also be dealt. 

Given how tight so many teams are against the salary-cap ceiling, it’s 
plausible some of those guys will be renting for the spring and then 
looking for a new home elsewhere in the offseason. How often do players 
make an impact after a pre-deadline trade and then end up elsewhere 
the following season? 

This edition of The List is going to look at the best “pure” rentals of the 
salary-cap era. To be eligible for this list, a player must have been traded 
less than two months before the deadline and then moved to another 
team in the offseason. If you’re wondering why some impact trade 
deadline additions aren’t on here, it’s probably because they stuck 
around into the next season or beyond. 

12. Cristobal Huet  

February 26, 2008 — Washington trades a 2009 second-round pick 
(Jeremy Morin) to Montreal for Huet 

But the Capitals lost in the first round that year, right? Sure did. Huet, 
along with Sergei Fedorov and Matt Cooke, did help Bruce Boudreau, 
Alex Ovechkin and company complete one of the greatest in-season 
turnarounds in league history. 

Huet went 11-2 in his 13 regular-season starts after the trade with a .936 
save percentage, helping the Capitals rally from last in the NHL on the 
day Boudreau arrived (Thanksgiving morning) to a Southeast Division 
title and the first playoff experience for the ‘Rock the Red’ era. 

11. Jaromir Jagr 

April 2, 2013 — Boston trades Lane MacDermid, Cody Payne and a 
2013 conditional first-round pick (Jason Dickinson) to Dallas for Jagr 

Jagr had two goals and nine points in 11 regular-season games for the 
Bruins, but then did not score a goal during Boston’s run to the Stanley 
Cup Final. He did collect 10 assists in 22 playoff games, including one on 
seven of Patrice Bergeron’s nine goals. 

It was a lockout-shortened season, but Jagr came within two wins of a 
third NHL championship at age 41. He also had four more strong 
seasons after with New Jersey and Florida. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 15, 2023 

 

10. Thomas Vanek  

March 5, 2014 — Montreal trades Sebastian Collberg and a conditional 
2014 second-round pick (Jonathan MacLeod) to the N.Y. Islanders for 
Vanek 

The Islanders traded Matt Moulson, a first and a second to Buffalo for 
Vanek — a pending unrestricted free agent — in October, then flipped 
him before the deadline for less. Vanek was pretty close to the same 
player at all three stops. He had six goals and 15 points in 18 regular-
season games for the Canadiens, plus five goals and 10 points during a 
run to the Eastern Conference finals. He also scored a goal against 
Tampa Bay for three different teams in one season. 

9. Antoine Vermette 

February 28, 2015 — Chicago trades Klas Dahlbeck and a 2015 first-
round pick (Nick Merkley) to Arizona for Vermette 

Flags fly forever. Vermette had just three assists in 19 regular-season 
games and was the least-used forward on Chicago’s roster (on a per-
game basis) in the postseason. 

But Vermette also scored four playoff goals, including a double-overtime 
winner in Game 4 of the Western Conference finals to avoid a 3-1 series 
hole. And he scored the winner early in the third period of Game 5 in the 
Cup Final at Tampa. Hard to argue against the process when there’s a 
banner in the rafters at United Center and the guy scored two of the 
biggest goals to put it up there. 

This will always be one of my favorite goals to rewatch from the Hawks 
2015 Stanley Cup run. Thank you, Antoine Vermette! #Blackhawks 
pic.twitter.com/FxidxNMiP4 

— Kristy Marie (@kmarie972) February 1, 2019 

8. Andrew Copp 

March 21, 2022 — N.Y. Rangers trade Morgan Barron, a 2022 first-round 
pick (Brad Lambert), a 2022 second (Elias Salomonsson) and a 2023 
fifth to Winnipeg for Copp and a 2023 sixth 

The Rangers made a collection of moves ahead of the deadline last 
season, but this was the big one. Copp played some of the best hockey 
of his NHL career for New York, and parlayed it into a five-year, $28.125 
million contract with Detroit. 

Copp had eight goals and 18 points in 16 regular-season games, then 
was fourth among the team’s forwards with 14 points in the postseason 
en route to the Eastern Conference finals. 

7. Jarome Iginla 

March 27, 2013 — Pittsburgh trades Kenny Agostino, Ben Hanowski and 
a 2013 first-round pick (Morgan Klimchuk) to Calgary for Iginla 

The Penguins loaded up with Iginla, Brenden Morrow and Douglas 
Murray at the deadline, but the best offensive team in the league scored 
three goals in a four-game sweep by the Bruins. Iginla had a strong, brief 
run after reuniting with Sidney Crosby (they combined on a rather famous 
Olympic goal in 2010). “Iggy” had five goals and 11 points in 13 regular-
season games and followed that with four goals and 12 points in 15 
playoff contests. 

6. Sergei Samsonov  

March 9, 2006 — Edmonton trades Marty Reasoner, Yan Stastny and a 
2006 second-round pick to Boston for Samsonov 

The Bruins traded Joe Thornton to San Jose a few months before this, 
and continued to dismantle what was left of the pre-lockout roster. 
Samsonov had four goals and 15 points for the Oilers in their run to the 
Stanley Cup Final. He was sixth on the club in postseason scoring, but 
he also had 16 points in 19 games to help Edmonton secure the eighth 
seed in the West before the improbable playoff run. 

Boston didn’t fare as poorly with this trade as they did with the bigger one 
for Thornton — that second-round pick was used to select Milan Lucic. 

5. Ron Hainsey 

February 23, 2017 — Pittsburgh trades Danny Kristo and a 2017 second-
round pick (Jake Leschyshyn) to Carolina for Hainsey 

This didn’t seem like anything more than a depth move at the time, but 
two days prior to this, Kris Letang played what would be his last game of 
the season because of a herniated disc in his neck. The Penguins 
became the first repeat champions in the NHL in nearly two decades, but 
to make the entire playoff run without their No. 1 defenseman made it 
even more impressive. 

Hainsey was 36 years old when the 2017 playoffs started. It was his first 
NHL postseason experience. He played more than 21 minutes per game 
across 25 contests, while contributing two goals and eight points. 
Sometimes a minor move a week before the trade deadline turns out to 
be an incredibly important one. 

4. Paul Stastny 

February 26, 2018 — Winnipeg trades Erik Foley, a conditional 2018 
first-round pick (Rasmus Sandin) and a conditional 2020 fourth (not 
conveyed) to St. Louis for Stastny 

The Blues signed Foley, but he never played again after a concussion at 
the Traverse City prospects tournament in 2018. They also traded up in 
the 2018 draft to get Dominik Bokk, who has returned to Europe after two 
middling years in the AHL. 

This trade went much better for the Jets. Stastny had 13 points in 19 
regular-season games, then helped Winnipeg reach the conference finals 
with six goals and 15 points in 17 postseason contests. Then he signed 
with Vegas in the offseason after Winnipeg lost to the Golden Knights in 
the WCF. He won’t be the last ‘if you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em’ guy on this 
list. 

Paul Stastny scored a pair of goals and added an assist to lead the Jets 
to a 5-1 victory over the Preds in Game 7. 

He's your @GatoradeCanada Performer of the Night! #CoolAsIce 
pic.twitter.com/GjWdz4PbNS 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) May 11, 2018 

2. (and 3.) Doug Weight and Mark Recchi 

Jan. 30, 2006 — Carolina trades a 2006 first-round pick (Matthew 
Corrente), a 2006 fourth (Reto Berra), 2007 fourth (Cade Fairchild), 
Jesse Boulerice and Mike Zigomanis to St. Louis for Weight 

March 9, 2006 — Carolina trades Niklas Nordgren, Krys Kolanos and a 
2007 second (Kevin Marshall) for Recchi 

Carolina finished 11th in the Eastern Conference in 2003-04, but Eric 
Staal and Cam Ward emerged as stars in the first post-lockout season 
and the Hurricanes were one of the best teams in the ‘new NHL.’ They 
acted early to add Weight, then picked up Recchi on deadline day. 

Both players had 20-plus regular-season games to settle in and were 
both critical secondary scorers during the march to a Stanley Cup. 
Weight and Recchi combined for 10 goals and 32 points in the playoffs. 

1. Marian Hossa 

February 26, 2008 — Pittsburgh trades Colby Armstrong, Erik 
Christensen, Angelo Esposito and a 2008 first-round pick (Daultan 
Leveille) to Atlanta for Hossa and Pascal Dupuis 

Arguably the best rental addition in NHL history, even if it didn’t lead to a 
Stanley Cup (immediately). Hossa finished with 12 goals and 26 points in 
20 playoff games, one goal and one point off the league leaders in that 
postseason. Hossa helped the Penguins reach the Stanley Cup Final, 
then joined the defending champion Red Wings and lost again in the Cup 
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Final the following year … to the Penguins. His next stop (Chicago) 
proved to work out OK, though. 

Marian Hossa. Overtime-Winner. Handshakes. 

The @penguins advance to the Eastern Conference 
Final.#HockeyHappyHour pic.twitter.com/LMUy7iMd6H 

— NBC Sports Hockey (@NBCSportsHockey) May 4, 2020 

This trade was a disaster for the Thrashers on multiple fronts. Not only 
did neither of the two high-end young assets in the deal (Esposito and 
the first) amount to anything, but Dupuis became a key role player in 
Pittsburgh for years and easily outpaced the total value Atlanta received 
in this transaction on his own. 
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ESPN / Top 10 NHL goaltenders of 2023 - Execs, players vote for best 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

There shouldn't be a debate about the NHL's best goaltender, at least 
according to one goalie coach. 

"For me, the No. 1 is clear cut," the coach told ESPN. "He is the king 
right now. He's been the king for a while. There is no argument there." 

That's quite a statement. Consider that nine different goaltenders have 
won the Vezina Trophy as the league's top netminder in the past nine 
seasons. There are more than a few netminders with a claim to that 
throne. So we turned to the experts to find out which goalie they believe 
sits upon it. 

ESPN's 2023 NHL position-by-position ranking collected 20 surveys that 
represented those on the ice and behind the scenes. 

Here's how it worked: Surveys were conducted over the past two months. 
Respondents were asked to rank their current top 10 players at center, 
winger, defenseman and goaltender, based on a predetermined list of the 
top 25 to 35 players at each position. Players who were ranked in the top 
10 were given a numerical score -- No. 1 earned 10 points, No. 2 earned 
nine points and so on. 

There were 10 NHL players surveyed -- six from the Eastern Conference, 
four from the Western Conference. They range from NHL award 
nominees to veteran role players. To balance that perspective, we 
surveyed 10 people from the hockey operations departments of NHL 
teams, including three coaches and three general managers. 

Combined, their insights led to rankings that go behind fan conjecture 
and media narratives to reveal the best of the best -- at least according to 
those inside the NHL. 

Here are the top 10 goaltenders, according to our surveys, with additional 
reporting from yours truly, Kristen Shilton and Ryan Clark to add context 
to the choices. Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, 
Hockey Reference and Evolving Hockey. 

1. Andrei Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay Lightning 

196 Points | Age: 28 

As previously noted: He's the king right now, and he's been the king for a 
while. Vasilevskiy topped this ranking in 2021 as well. 

The Lightning goaltender won the Vezina Trophy in 2018-19 and has 
been a finalist for the award four times. He's led the NHL in wins for the 
past five seasons. He won the 2021 Conn Smythe Trophy as playoff 
MVP, leading Tampa Bay to its second straight Stanley Cup. In the 

process, he established himself as one of the greatest postseason 
goaltenders of all time. 

Vasilevskiy was ranked first on 17 ballots, one more than he was the 
2021 survey. 

As NHL broadcaster Brian Engblom said of Vasilevskiy last postseason: 
"He's a machine. He's got the best legs of any goalie I've ever seen in 
the National Hockey League. He's so fast. They call him the 'Big Cat' for 
a reason. I've seen so many plays where guys come in and give a 
million-dollar move and then he shoots out a leg. You can see the 
expression on the forward's face: 'C'mon, you didn't stop that one -- that's 
impossible.' He does the impossible." 

2. Igor Shesterkin, New York Rangers 

164 Points | Age: 27 

It wasn't hyperbole to say that Shesterkin was the best player on the ice 
in the majority of New York's wins last season with an NHL-best 34.1 
goals saved above expected. The Rangers goaltender won the Vezina 
last season and finished third for the Hart Trophy as league MVP. 

"Shesty" has endeared himself to Rangers fans with acrobatic saves, 
aggressive puck handling and a personality that breaks through any 
language barriers for the Russian star. 

He also endeared himself to our voters: Shesterkin was ranked first on 
two ballots -- both from players. He led all goalies with 13 second-place 
votes. 

3. Connor Hellebuyck, Winnipeg Jets 

144 Points | Age: 29 

The Jets goalie won the Vezina Trophy in 2019-20 and has returned to 
that form this season with a .924 save percentage in 41 games. It's no 
coincidence that Winnipeg has also rebounded to playoff contender 
status: As Hellebuyck goes, so go the Jets. 

Hellebuyck's calling card in the NHL has been his work rate. He's led 
NHL goalies in games played three times and could do it against this 
season. He's led the NHL in shots faced and saves made in four straight 
seasons. 

Hellebuyck tied Vasilevskiy with two second-place votes but led all 
goalies with nine third-place votes. That was ultimately the margin 
between the Jets goalie and the netminder who finished fourth. 

As one NHL veteran defenseman put it: "I think the top three is about 
right ... but I might pop Ilya Sorokin into the top three." 

4. Ilya Sorokin, New York Islanders 

120 Points | Age: 27 

Sorokin has never been a Vezina finalist, but that could very well change 
this season. He's been a rock as the Islanders have tried to find their 
footing this season, earning 17 wins in 40 games and a league-leading 
five shutouts. Sorokin has 25.5 goals saved above expected, which is 
second in the league, and an NHL-best 5.8 wins above replacement. 

Some observers said they felt that Sorokin, who earned six third-place 
votes, was a little underrated here. 

"Shesterkin and Sorokin should be high up there," one goalie coach said. 
"The list is good. But, yeah, you can argue all those names." 

5. Jake Oettinger, Dallas Stars 

115 Points | Age: 24 

The youngest goalie in the top five put himself on the map with a brilliant 
first-round playoff series against the Calgary Flames last spring, including 
a 64-save performance in a Game 7 overtime defeat. That postseason 
showed Oettinger's promise, and he's more than delivered on it this 
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season for Dallas: In 40 games, he had 23 wins and a .926 save 
percentage. 

"He's our No. 1 goalie," Dallas Stars general manager Jim Nill told ESPN 
earlier this season. "He's grabbed that opportunity. It's not like you come 
into a season and say, 'We're just going to give it to you.' No, he's earned 
it." 

Oettinger had one third-place vote and seven fourth-place votes. 

Who was the biggest snub from ESPN's 2023 NHL goalie rankings? 

ESPN's Greg Wyshynski on the biggest snubs from the 2023 NHL 
positional rankings for goaltenders -- and who shouldn't be on the list. 

6. Juuse Saros, Nashville Predators 

93 Points | Age: 27 

If there's been one constant through the years for the Predators, it's been 
a legacy of solid goaltending: From Tomas Vokoun to Pekka Rinne to 
Saros, who formally took over the crease in 2021-22, when he appeared 
in a league-high 67 games. 

The Nashville netminder, who finished third for the Vezina last season, 
overcame a bumpy start in 2022-23 to help the Predators to the playoff 
bubble. He has 20 wins in 39 appearances with a .919 save percentage. 

One goalie coach said he feels Saros is underrated here. 

"For me, I would swap Saros and Hellebuyck. I just love Saros. Saros is 
the reason those guys are in hockey games," he said. "Hellebuyck is 
good too. But if you said pick between these two, I am not thinking twice 
about it and I am going with Saros. And to do what he does at 5-foot-11 
and everyone is about the big goalies and he is a small guy who 
dominates?" 

Notably, Saros had the most fifth-place votes (5). 

7. Linus Ullmark, Boston Bruins 

80 Points | Age: 29 

There's no question Ullmark's performance this season puts him among 
the top 10 goaltenders -- perhaps even at No. 1. He leads the NHL in 
save percentage (.937) and goals-against average (1.90) while 
backstopping the Bruins to the top of the league. Outside of Vasilevskiy 
and Shesterkin, Ullmark was the only goaltender to receive a first-place 
vote -- his coming from a player. 

The question one longtime executive posed was about the fleeting nature 
of success among NHL goalies. 

"When you look at goalies, it is just really tough. It is so year-by-year," 
the exec said. "Linus Ullmark is on the list this year but struggled last 
year in the middle part of the season. He became better as the season 
went on. Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman went to camp battling for the job, 
and Ullmark won the job and has had a Vezina-winning season to date." 

8. Jacob Markstrom, Calgary Flames 

28 Points | Age: 33 

Follow the bouncing goalie. 

Markstrom was fourth in Vezina voting in 2019-20, his last season in 
Vancouver before free agency. His first campaign in Calgary? Not so 
good with a .904 save percentage. But then a full season of Darryl Sutter 
as head coach led to Markstrom posting an NHL-best nine shutouts to 
finish second for the Vezina Trophy. This season? Markstrom has a 
dismal .892 save percentage in 35 games and just 1.5 goals saved 
above expected. 

But he received one vote each for fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh place in 
our surveys. 

One Western Conference executive said Markstrom shouldn't make the 
cut this year and didn't really impress last season, either. "Markstrom has 

had a tough year, and would have probably been No. 9 last year, in my 
opinion," the exec said. 

9. John Gibson, Anaheim Ducks 

27 Points | Age: 29 

Without question, the most divisive selection in the ranking. The Ducks 
goaltender used to be considered one of the league's best, constantly 
faring better than the Anaheim teams on which he played. But those days 
are distant memories: Gibson hasn't had a save percentage above .904 
in the past three seasons and has a minus-6.6 goals saved above 
expected this season. 

But he has his fans. Gibson received one fifth-place vote and two sixth-
place votes to bolster his case. 

"With Gibson, I respect him. I think the last two years he fell off a bit. But 
it is also hard to judge because their team gives up a lot of Grade A 
scoring chances night in and night out," one goalie coach said. "He's 
either stopping 40 shots or giving up six goals." 

"Every time I see John Gibson, they may lose 5-2 but he still looks like 
Patrick Roy in his prime every time I view him," one Western Conference 
executive said. "I think he should be higher than eight." 

But not everyone is a fan. 

"I'd have Gibson off this list," another Western Conference executive 
said. 

Or as another longtime team executive said: "Every time I have watched 
him, I came away thinking, 'I am not sure this guy can make the big save 
when it actually matters.'" 

10. Carter Hart, Philadelphia Flyers 

22 Points | Age: 24 

When John Tortorella took over the Flyers last summer, it was expected 
that Hart would benefit from the coaching change. Wherever Torts has 
coached, his goaltenders have posted some strong numbers. 

But Hart isn't being carried by that system. He's been better at 5-on-5 
than the Flyers' defense has. Hart has posted 18.6 goals saved above 
expected this season. It's enough to have Philadelphia fans once again 
considering the previously unthinkable: That Carter Hart could be a 
homegrown solution to their decades-long goaltending search. 

Hart just edged a few others for the final spot on the ranking, but not 
everyone's a believer. 

"Hart has had a bounce-back year, but I don't trust it," one NHL team 
executive said. 

Honorable mentions 

The top five or six goaltenders in the NHL right now are fairly easy to 
identify. It's what follows that sparks debate. 

"The last three goaltenders are so hard. It's year-by-year with them," one 
NHL team executive said. "The top six guys are the top six guys in the 
league. After that, it feels like the rest are guys who are having a good 
season." 

Among the also-rans, Vancouver Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko just 
missed the cut -- he tied Hart with 22 points, but Hart had the tiebreaker 
with the highest-placed vote (fifth). Demko had his supporters. "I know 
Demko has been hurt, but for me, part of it is that Demko is younger and 
I just find him to be way more consistent than Gibson at this point," one 
Western Conference executive said. 

Another goalie who received support was Frederik Andersen of the 
Carolina Hurricanes, whose highest place was a vote for fifth. "I think 
Andersen is a top-10 goalie, but the problem is injuries," one NHL goalie 
coach said. "In terms of numbers, he was top three in every category last 
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year. He's been super dominant, but it's the injuries. It's just a string of 
bad luck. For me, he can go 100% with a lot of those guys." 

One Western Conference executive lobbied for Vegas Golden Knights 
goalie Logan Thompson to be ranked ahead of Markstrom and Hart. "I'd 
put Logan Thompson at No. 10," the exec said. "He's been really good 
and kept them afloat last year when they were banged up with injuries 
and almost got them into the playoffs." 

Finally, there's Darcy Kuemper. The Washington Capitals goalie won the 
Stanley Cup with the Colorado Avalanche last season and has been 
among the NHL's leaders in save percentage in three of the past four 
seasons. But his highest rank was sixth place from one voter. 

"He won the Cup last year and he's been good in Washington," a 
longtime team exec said. "But he's also polarizing because there are 
people who think the Avalanche won the Cup in spite of him." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lowry channels inner goaltender, sparks Jets with pair of 
key blocks 

 

Ken Wiebe | February 15, 2023, 12:31 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — Adam Lowry has envisioned an alternate universe where 
he could be donning the pads in the NHL instead of playing the shutdown 
role he currently occupies. 

Those minor hockey days where he was a member of the goalie 
fraternity — while thoroughly enjoyable — also taught him an important 
lesson when it was time to decide whether he would spend most of his 
time in the crease instead of all over the ice. 

“Yeah, I could have been a goalie. I played it when I was young, for a 
bit,” Lowry explained after the Jets earned a 3-2 shootout victory over the 
Seattle Kraken on Tuesday. “And ultimately had to make the decision. I 
guess I made the right decision. But growing up, playing on the lake or 
the outdoor rinks or road hockey, with the older brother I got thrown in 
net and then kind of fell in love with it. I kept my gear for a while and 
didn't quite give up on the dream. I was enamoured with goalie pads and 
goalie masks. But I'm a little too normal to be a goalie full-time. 

“There were a few kick saves tonight.” 

Those two kick saves from the Winnipeg Jets centre came during a first-
period double minor for high-sticking assessed to Morgan Barron. 

After Jets defenceman Brenden Dillon broke his stick on a clearing 
attempt, Lowry alertly passed his teammate his own stick and then began 
the process of channelling his inner goaltender, blocking a pair of shots, 
including one that sailed into the netting and brought a stoppage in play. 

“That's just desperation,” Lowry conceded. “You want to get in the lane 
as best as possible. You feel a little helpless without your stick. We did a 
good job of making the switch, and getting (Kevin Stenlund) on the T to 
eliminate some of the cross-ice passes, so I could focus on (Justin) 
Schultz or whoever else rolled up top. Fortunately, they were a little 
aggressive and didn't wait. They attacked me one-on-one, but I was able 
to be in the lanes and finally deflect one out.” 

Those two blocked shots only appear as a footnote in the boxscore, but 
the smarts shown on the play ended up being an important part of a first 
period where the Jets were shorthanded for six minutes but came away 
in a 0-0 tie. 

“That’s the teammate he is, and that’s why our penalty killing has been 
so good all year. Because guys like him are totally committed to keeping 
that puck out,” said Jets head coach Rick Bowness, whose team 

improved to 34-19-1 as they get set to head out on a four-game road trip 
that begins on Thursday against the Columbus Blue Jackets. “There’s no 
stick, he has two huge shot blocks. That’s the kind of teammate he is. 
He’s a great penalty killer and a big part of the reason why our penalty 
killing has been one of the tops in the league all year.” 

Jets centre Pierre-Luc Dubois was the first to bring up Lowry’s 
goaltending history and didn’t sound like he was fully convinced. 

“He told me at some point he was a goalie, and if he'd kept going when 
he was a kid as a goalie he would have had a good career. I call BS on 
that,” said Dubois, with tongue firmly planted in his cheek. “But I'll tell him 
later that I could see it. You heard the fans, the energy it gave us. Killing 
penalties is all about momentum, creating momentum for your team. And 
there's no better way than those two blocks. He does everything he can 
for the team, everything possible for us to win.” 

Dubois factored heavily into the game, though his undisciplined 
interference penalty late in the second period proved costly as the 
Kraken converted on the power play and took a 2-1 lead. 

Rather than compound his frustration, Dubois banked a pass off the 
Kraken's Vince Dunn at 9:39 of the third period to tie the contest, then 
produced the shootout clincher (Mark Scheifele also scored) to ensure 
the Jets earned the second point in the penalty-shot contest (which was 
the first of the season for the Jets in Game 54). 

Dubois plays on the edge and occasionally steps over the line but that 
intensity is part of what makes him such an effective player. 

“Listen, he’s a competitive guy. When you’re a competitive guy 
sometimes the emotions get a little bit out of control,” said Bowness, who 
has often spoken about the importance of playing with passion. “But I’d 
rather calm a guy down than crank him up every day. So I’d rather deal 
with that issue than try to get the guy going every game. He’s a 
competitive guy who wants to win, so sometimes you get a little carried 
away. That’s hockey.” 

When Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck came down with an illness and was 
feeling under the weather, David Rittich was forced into action and did a 
solid job, turning aside 27 shots on goal as he improved to 9-4 on the 
season. 

Rittich’s redemption story has been impressive to monitor and his 2.52 
goals-against average and .911 save percentage are a testament to the 
work he put in to get his career back on track. 

“I think we’ve been very fortunate regardless of who’s in net for us that 
they’re going to give us a chance every night,” said Lowry. “We are 
spoiled with Helle every time he starts, he’s Vezina-calibre, I think 
personally he’s the best goalie in the league. Ritter, when he’s been 
called upon, he’s been great. It’s a tough role, generally he goes in on 
back-to-backs, not a lot of rest for the guys, not a lot of energy. To be 
able to play well in front of him tonight, and he was real calm and 
composed and made some huge saves for us to keep us in the game, 
and then just shut it down, lock it down in the shootout, that’s huge for us, 
too.” 

Blake Wheeler rounded out the scoring for the home side, while Jets blue 
liner Josh Morrissey chipped in an assist to equal a franchise record for 
points in a season (56) by a defenceman, tying Dustin Byfuglien. 

Morrissey also established a single-season franchise record for assists 
by a defenceman (45), surpassing Toby Enstrom, who notched 44 with 
the Atlanta Thrashers during the 2009-10 campaign. 

“It's great. Twenty-something games left, hopefully he sets the bar even 
higher,” said Dubois. “He's been great for us this year. Everybody in this 
dressing room is so happy for him. He's worked so hard, had a good 
training camp, a good start to the season. And he's kept it up. He's a big 
reason we are where we are today.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Matheson finally in rhythm, living the dream 
with hometown team 

 

Eric Engels |February 14, 2023, 11:56 PM 

 

MONTREAL — Mike Matheson was at his locker-room stall at the 
Montreal Canadiens’ south shore practice facility, talking about the 
challenge of finding a rhythm after the recent 10-day break for the bye 
week and All-Star Weekend. 

That stall was vacant from the end of training camp until Nov. 19, when 
Matheson made a brief return from an abdominal strain that kept him out 
of what would’ve been his first 17 games as a Canadien. He lasted nine 
games before leaving his equipment hanging there for another four. He 
then returned to play on Dec. 17 for one game before missing another 
13. 

Given all of that, no Canadien on this year’s team would be more 
qualified to speak on how difficult it could be to establish a flow to his 
game after a long break than Matheson. 

“From a conditioning standpoint, it’s usually at least two to three games,” 
he said last Thursday after the Canadiens practiced for the first time 
since the end of January. “But to get that timing and rhythm can take 
much longer.” 

Or sometimes it just clicks, as it has for the Canadiens over the last three 
games, and like it finally has for the 28-year-old Pointe-Claire, Que., 
native. 

Matheson was a central figure in wins over the weekend — he had an 
assist and the overtime goal against the New York Islanders on Saturday 
before producing an assist in a 6-2 shellacking of the Edmonton Oilers on 
Sunday — and he was once again front and centre in a 4-0 win over the 
Chicago Blackhawks on Tuesday. 

He skated 25:37 in the first game, 24:28 in the second, and 23:17 against 
Chicago, and skated like the wind in all three. 

And though Matheson didn’t put up any points against the Blackhawks, 
he made one of four shot blocks on the night to stop Patrick Kane from 
changing the complexion of the game on a 5-on-3 Chicago advantage in 
the second period. He also exerted control over the tempo at both ends 
from start to finish. 

“It seems like he doesn’t get tired on the ice. Just constantly has that top 
gear,” said Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis. “And he’s tough to play 
against because he defends with his feet. He has an offensive element, 
too. But his feet are — I knew he was a good skater, I didn’t know he was 
that good of a skater.” 

It’s been Matheson’s trademark, dating to before he was drafted 23rd 
overall by the Florida Panthers in 2012. 

He had a promising start to his career as a Panther, suffered some real 
growing pains in Florida before he was traded to Pittsburgh in 2020, and 
came over to the Canadiens in the summer trade for Jeff Petry and Ryan 
Poehling after two impressive seasons with the Penguins showed what 
kind of potential he had. 

Matheson was robbed of an opportunity to realize it right off the hop with 
the team he grew up cheering for, and trying to be at his best after long 
stints on the sidelines proved particularly challenging with everything 
about the Canadiens being so new to him. 

But that’s all changed now. 

“It’s a huge adjustment coming to a new team,” said Jake Allen, who 
made 22 saves for his first shutout since November of 2021. “Especially 
since he didn’t think the trade was imminent for him either. Makes it a 

little bit harder, even if he’s coming home. He knows the area and things 
like that, but I think it was really tough for him — the injuries and not 
really getting into a rhythm, not getting comfortable with the group. It 
takes a while. Sometimes it takes a full year to get adjusted. 

“I think it’s pretty impressive that he’s coming into his own now. I don’t 
know the number of games he’s played — 15? — but he’s starting to get 
his feel.” 

Matheson, who actually completed his 20th game on Tuesday, is starting 
to feel like he’s not only hitting his stride but also becoming a better 
player. 

There was a ton of room for him to grow with the Canadiens, with a 
young group on the blue line and a lot of ice time available in all 
situations, and he’s seizing that opportunity now. 

“I’m being put in situations I’ve never been in on a regular basis,” 
Matheson said. “In Pittsburgh, I was on the power play once in a while. In 
Florida I was on and then off, and same with the penalty kill. But to be 
full-time in both situations and playing so many minutes on a regular 
basis is what I’ve never had and it’s a huge learning opportunity that I’m 
starting to feel really comfortable with.” 

Doing it here in Montreal is also a dream come true, even if Matheson 
had to wait a long time to experience it the way he always hoped to. 

“I think it was definitely hard to come here and not be able to feel (the 
crowd like it was on Tuesday and over the weekend) and be in the 
background and not even feeling like I could get to know my teammates 
the way I wanted to. That was hard,” said Matheson. “It’s just such a cool 
feeling when I look up in the stands and think, ‘Wow, I sat there, and I sat 
there.’ We didn’t have all the money in the world, but we loved the 
Canadiens and my dad made every effort to get one ticket a year to 
come watch, and I remember those. We always sat at home when we 
couldn’t go and watched every game. 

"I wanted to say this when I was first star the other day, but I don’t know if 
I just wasn’t confident enough in my French. But I just wanted to be like, 
‘I was one of you guys, and it wasn’t that long ago, and I hope you guys 
appreciate that I’m still one of you and I’m giving it my all for you guys.’” 

Jonathan Drouin, who had three assists to give him 12 in his last 12 
games, is familiar with it after spending the last five and a half seasons 
with the Canadiens. 

David Savard (who scored on Tuesday), Alex Belzile (who scored on 
Sunday) and Rafael Harvey-Pinard (who has six goals and eight points in 
10 games this season) are Quebecers who’ve been in rhythm for some 
time now and living out their dreams with the Canadiens. 

Matheson has joined them and come on strong. And he has an 
opportunity to anchor this emerging defence core for at least three more 
seasons, with his $4.875-million salary on the books through 2026. 

Matheson said he’s built up his game over the last couple of years really 
focusing on the process rather than results, unlike when he was 
struggling in Florida. He added that right now he’s focused on “defending 
well,” on “not just accepting the rush but making it tough and putting the 
opposition on their heels to allow me more time to get back and get the 
puck out,” and on penalty killing, where he made his biggest impact on 
Tuesday. 

Expect Matheson to make an impact in several departments and to keep 
rolling now that his engine is running at full steam and he’s more 
acquainted with his teammates and the Canadiens’ system. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Demko can't save Canucks' season, but goalie's return is 
still vital 
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Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – As the great winger Paul McCartney wrote: Get back, 
get back, get back to where you once belonged. Get back, Demko. 

Sir Paul didn’t actually write those last three words but would have if he 
were a Vancouver Canucks fan. The National Hockey League team has 
dearly missed starting goalie Thatcher Demko, but now he is coming 
back. 

But what exactly is he getting back to? 

Apart from returning to a smouldering wreck of a season for the Canucks, 
Demko is getting back to health, getting back to playing after suffering a 
lower-body injury on Dec. 1. But he is also trying to get back to being the 
elite goalie he was last season, which Demko certainly was not when he 
began this season by going 3-10-2 with a save percentage of .883. 

He is also getting back to reality, declaring Tuesday after his second full 
practice with the Canucks that media conjecture that he wants out of 
Vancouver is categorically false. 

“It was a little frustrating for me,” Demko said of speculation fueled by 
reports that other NHL teams have called the Canucks asking about the 
27-year-old's availability ahead of the March 3 trade deadline. “I'm not 
even here to defend myself. I'm out on the sidelines and start seeing that 
stuff popping up, but it's not true. I'll just say that point blank. 

“I've seen a few things floating around but I've never said that, not even 
to my wife or anyone close to my circle. I have no idea where that 
started.” 

Yes, well, welcome back. 

Demko hadn’t spoken to the media since he was injured making a 
desperation save – a pre-requisite for Canuck goalies this season – in a 
Dec. 1 blowout loss against the Florida Panthers. 

That injury, the most serious of his career, piled on to the poor start that 
followed off-season surgery that Demko has never detailed but insisted 
was “minor” and fairly routine for goaltenders. 

There is no good time to get injured, but Demko’s derailment came just 
as his form was starting to turn and when the Canucks were about to 
need him the most. 

Coach Bruce Boudreau was fired before Demko could get back and the 
goalie's  replacement as starter, Spencer Martin, eventually struggled so 
badly that he cleared waivers on Tuesday and was assigned to the 
Canucks’ AHL team in Abbotsford, B.C. 

Callup Collin Delia is expected to start Wednesday against the New York 
Rangers. The Canucks have recalled minor-league goalie Arturs Silovs, 
who has been in excellent form in the American League, allowing just 
four goals in his last five appearances. 

Demko told reporters that he hopes to back up Saturday against the 
Philadelphia Flyers and start whenever new coach Rick Tocchet decides. 

“It's always tough losing a coach, especially when it's a guy like Bruce,” 
Demko said. “The last few weeks there, I wasn't able to help out. At a 
certain point, you're playing for someone's job, so I kind of felt. . .  a little 
guilty almost. But obviously, this is where we're at now and Toc's got a 
plan and he's got a new staff, and everyone's willing to do what it takes to 
get this team moving in the right direction. And I think everyone's on 
board with that.” 

Demko has had only parts of three practices with teammates, but 
survived Tuesday’s edgy, remedial training session that followed 
Monday’s awful 6-1 loss to the Detroit Red Wings at Rogers Arena. 

There was a lot of basic work done under Tocchet, whose last drill was 
spirited two-on-twos between two goals on opposite sides of the faceoff 

circle. At one point, Canucks star Quinn Hughes went back at Dakota 
Joshua after the power forward brought his hands high while throwing a 
check on the alternate captain. 

“I think everyone's edgy right now in general because of the way the 
season has gone,” Hughes said later. “For me, trying to be a leader now . 
. . I want everyone to get better. I need him to be the best he can be . . . 
including myself. I need all these guys to be as good as they can 
because right now we're not getting enough from everyone.” 

“It's OK to make it uncomfortable with your teammates,” Tocchet said. 
“And then you go for lunch and you still love each other. But that's 
competition. The (Sidney) Crosbys, the (Nathan) MacKinnons, those 
guys practise hard. They're fighting against their teammates in a good 
way. We need that.” 

Despite improved five-on-five play under Tocchet, the Canucks are 3-4-1 
since the coaching change on Jan. 22 and have allowed a staggering 35 
goals, largely because they haven’t been able to get enough saves or 
penalty kills. If he helps with the first thing, Demko will also help the 
second. 

But he’d like another practice or two before he plays. He has missed 11 
weeks. 

“You're probably never going to be fully confident to come back, no 
matter if I took a year to get ready,” Demko said. “There's always going to 
be a little bit of some nerves there. There's obviously scar tissue in the 
injury, but there's also mental scar tissue when it comes to getting back 
out there. Breaking that down, it obviously helps getting in some team 
skates and getting some more chaotic looks and things like that. Overall, 
I'm just really excited to be back. 

“Up to maybe even earlier this week, I was still processing each move. 
And that's that mental scar tissue that I was talking about -- just being 
able to trust yourself and trust the muscle and trust your biomechanics . . 
. to know that you're safe. Today was definitely the best that I’ve felt as 
far as that goes.” 

It's too late for anyone to save the Canucks’ season. But Demko’s 
successful return, and the chance to work back towards the form that had 
him in Vezina Trophy conversations before this season, should be vital 
priorities for the organization between now and the end of their schedule 
in April. 

There is a lot of getting back to do. 

“For me, I can't put too much thought into it,” Demko said. “I was 100 per 
cent present and committed to my rehab, and then taking the next step, I 
was 100 per cent committed to my practice time. At a certain point, 
you've just kind of got to let go of everything. I'm confident in the fact that 
I've done everything humanly possible to make sure that I'm in a good 
spot to come back and perform. Who knows how it's going to go? 

“Obviously, I'm a confident guy. I trust in my abilities as a player. But no 
one can sit here and tell you what the case is going to be. But I'm going 
to compete my ass off and see what happens.” 

• Tocchet rewarded Vasily Podkolzin for his direct, robust play by 
elevating him to the top line in practice beside Elias Pettersson and 
Anthony Beauvillier. Checker Phil Di Giuseppe was promoted to a line 
with J.T. Miller and Conor Garland, while Joshua dropped back down to 
the fourth line. Wingers Andrei Kuzmenko and Brock Boeser skated on 
the third line with Sheldon Dries. 
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Perhaps this is the moment – the chance for coach Darryl Sutter to 
realize what the rest of Calgary Flames observers have known for 
months. 

It’s time to go with Dan Vladar. 

Just like earlier in the year when he followed up Jacob Markstrom’s 
announcement he “sucked at hockey” by spelling him off for a few weeks, 
it’s time for the coach to switch his mindset. 

Change his rotation. 

Time for Markstrom to iron out his issues in practice, while Vladar goes in 
to give the Flames the best chance to win. 

No, Markstrom hasn’t been as bad as many fans would have you believe 
by blaming him for every loss. 

But the fact is, in almost every setback, the veteran netminder has at 
least one goal he’d like to have back. 

When you lead the league with 32 one-goal games, that questionable 
goal can often be a killer. 

That was certainly the case Monday in Ottawa when Markstom allowed a 
Tim Stutzle shot to squeeze through him in overtime, punctuating a five-
game road trip in devastating fashion as the Flames fell 4-3. 

Up 3-1 with three minutes to go in a game the Flames appeared to have 
complete control of, Markstrom and the Flames allowed two goals with 
Senators rookie goalie Mads Sogaard pulled. 

One was a cashed-in rebound, the other was every bit as impossible as 
the odd-angle overtime goal Johnny Gaudreau scored to eliminate Dallas 
last year. 

Perhaps unfair to blame Markstrom on either. 

But it was a shot in overtime by Stutzle that will be the biggest talking 
point of a trip that ended with the Flames having a 2-1-2 record. 

The 25th shot he faced all night squeezed through a hole under 
Markstrom’s blocker, ruining an otherwise positive evening.   

“I thought we played a hell of a game – ran out of gas a little bit,” said 
Sutter. 

“I thought we totally dominated the game.” 

There wasn’t much else to say, as the Flames outshot the Sens 37-25 
and controlled the game possession-wise, forechecking in such a 
manner they forced the hosts to turn the puck over 17 times (compared 
to three Flames’ cough-ups). 

Yet there they were, skating off the ice with their heads down once again. 

For the record, that’s seven losses in 11 outings that have gone beyond 
60 minutes. 

The difference, once again, is goaltending. 

This time, Markstrom, the recent Vezina Trophy runner-up, was 
outplayed by a youngster making his third NHL start, and first in 10 
months. 

Sure, it can happen. 

But it has been happening far too much to the Flames, costing them far 
too many points in a playoff race in which every point is crucial. 

Meanwhile, the man relegated to the bench far too often has helped the 
team pick up points in 13 of his last 14 starts. 

Enough is enough. 

Sutter’s penchant for riding his starter through thick and thin has certainly 
served him well over the years. 

Last year the success of his approach was debatable as Markstom’s 
brilliant regular season came crashing down at the end. 

He hasn’t been the same goalie since. 

No one is suggesting he won’t eventually find his game. 

But time is running out on letting him play through this, the most 
frustrating string of his career. 

The script needs to be switched immediately or this team will continue to 
struggle, treading water in a treacherous playoff race. 

Fans are losing faith, especially since there is an easy solution: Vladar. 

No, his goals-against average and save percentage aren’t miles ahead of 
Markstrom’s 2.93 and .891. 

However, at 11-5-4, he’s simply given the Flames a better chance to win 
this year than the 33-year-old, who is 14-13-7 while struggling mentally 
and physically. 

It’s time to give Markstrom another chance to reset while giving the team 
a better bet in net. 

Monday’s late collapse overshadowed another brilliant evening by Tyler 
Toffoli (one goal) and Dillon Dube (two goals), who’ve combined for 11 
points in their last two games. 

It sent them home on the team’s charter for a four-and-a-half hour flight 
that would have landed them in Calgary in the wee hours of the morning, 
setting them up for a gutting day off. 

“It’s tough,” said Mikael Backlund after the loss. “We played a really good 
game for 56, 57 minutes or so. 

“And then we let it get out of our hands. It’s really tough and frustrating 
for sure.” 

Markstrom’s struggles have mirrored those of a team that has still yet to 
win more than three games in a row this season. 

His last back-to-back wins came just before Christmas. 

With this Flames group, the margin for error is small, which is evidenced 
by the fact they’ve lost 20 of the 32 games decided by a goal. 

There’s a better approach available – Vladar. 

Surely, this coach has finally seen enough to understand it’s time to start 
leaning on him more. 

Much more. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 30 NHL trade candidates to watch ahead of the deadline 

 

Rory Boylen  

 

The NHL trade deadline is now three weeks away, landing on a Friday 
this season, March 3. In some cases, certain teams are still deciding 
whether to buy or sell, while other have decided to act early. 

Just before the all-star break, the Vancouver Canucks took Bo Horvat off 
the trade board by sending him to the N.Y. Islanders, and then Lou 
Lamoriello quelled any ideas of flipping the player when he signed him to 
a max term extension. And last week, the New York Rangers added a 
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couple of players we had on our trade-candidates list, acquiring Vladimir 
Tarasenko and Niko Mikkola from the St. Louis Blues. 

What does this week have in store? Who is the next big name to go? 

Here is a look at our updated list of 30 trade candidates who you're going 
to hear about in the coming weeks. 

John Klingberg, D, Anaheim Ducks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

After leaving Dallas as a free agent, Klingberg signed a one-year pact 
with rebuilding Anaheim to re-establish his value, but it's been a bit of a 
struggle to get to 20 points in 45 games. Despite getting heavy shift 
starts in the offensive zone, Klingberg has one of the worst expected-
goals-percentage rates on the Ducks. A pure offensive player, Klingberg 
may nonetheless attract a buyer who especially needs help on the power 
play. 

Maxime Comtois, LW, Anaheim Ducks 

Two years ago, Comtois was a 16-goal scorer on the rise at 22 years of 
age, but now has become one of Anaheim's more confounding players. 
He's played 94 regular-season games since that breakout season, 
totalling 11 goals and 25 points. A second-round pick in 2017, Comtois is 
set to become an RFA, due a $2.445 million qualifying offer this summer, 
and the Ducks — after a disaster of a season — may be wise to see 
what they can get for him and shake up some of what is clearly not 
working. He was made a healthy scratch for Sunday's game. 

Jakob Chychrun, D, Arizona Coyotes 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Eyebrows were raised Saturday night when Chychrun was scratched by 
the Coyotes for "trade-related" reasons. Sportsnet's Jeff Marek reported 
that it wasn't the Oilers or Maple Leafs who were close to pulling the 
trigger, but it does appear this could be nearing a conclusion. The 24-
year-old offensive defenceman has a very valuable contract with term 
and a manageable cap hit, and has an impressive 28 points in 36 games 
this season. 

Karel Vejmelka, G, Arizona Coyotes 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

His age, 26, and manageable AAV with term make him an attractive 
asset, and Vejmelka has performed fairly well behind Arizona's leaky 
defence. In Year 2 as Arizona's starter, Vejmelka has a 14-17-5 record 
with a .906 save percentage and 3.24 GAA. By MoneyPuck's Goals 
Saved Above Expected measure — which considers shots against 
quality and team defence — Vejmelka ranks ninth overall. The Coyotes 
won't be under pressure to deal him though, and may hold on to him past 
March 3. 

Nick Bjugstad, C, Arizona Coyotes 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

There is usually a market for big centremen at the deadline and Bjugstad 
(six-foot-six, 209 pounds) fits the bill. Bjugstad is averaging 16:45 of ice 
time per game, including over two minutes on the PK. He isn't winning a 
ton of faceoffs this season, but is a physical presence who is having one 
of his better offensive seasons in years. 

Shayne Gostisbehere, D, Arizona Coyotes 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

A point-producing defenceman with an expiring contract on a rebuilding 
team, Gostisbehere is a likely trade candidate despite an upper-body 
injury that will keep him out until right around deadline day. The Coyotes' 
defence leader in power-play offence was on pace for another 50-point 
season overall. 

Patrick Kane, RW, Chicago Blackhawks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

Kane certainly isn't having the same offensively dominant season as 
we've seen over the years, but if a move to a contender gets him 
producing again, look out. His $10.5 million AAV might require a third 
team to get involved in any deal, and his full no-movement clause puts 
him in charge of where he goes. Or if he goes at all. Kane wasn't shy to 
admit that the New York Rangers were a team he was "definitely looking 
at" before Vladimir Tarasenko was traded there last week, likely 
removing Kane as a target for them. There has been speculation he's 
been playing through an injury, which Kane also said was being 
overblown. 
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Jonathan Toews, C, Chicago Blackhawks 

Stanley Cup-winning experience and a centre who's won 63.3 per cent of 
his draws this season, Toews leads the Blackhawks in power-play goals 
(eight), and would be a heck of a middle-lineup addition to a contender. 
Toews is in the exact same position as Kane, with a huge contract to 
manage and a NMC that gives him complete control of the situation. He 
has not yet committed to waiving for a trade. 

Jake McCabe, D, Chicago Blackhawks 

Contract details via CapFriendly 

With term left on his contract, the Hawks won't be in a pinch to trade 
McCabe, though at 29 years old his value may be peaking. A strong 
defensive presence, McCabe can be a physical shot blocker who logs PK 
time and has been turned to by the Hawks in D zone situations. He's 
managed a plus-4 rating on a minus-61 goal-differential team. 

Sam Lafferty, Chicago Blackhawks 

Playing a versatile role this season, Lafferty has won over half his 
faceoffs, and has a career-high in offensive production — eight goals and 
19 points in 45 games. A depth addition, Lafferty would be a good skater 
to add toward the bottom half of the lineup. 

Vladislav Gavrikov, D, Columbus Blue Jackets 

With teams reportedly being granted a chance to speak to Gavrikov's 
agent about an extension before any deal, his days in Columbus are 
running out. The 27-year-old had a spike in offence to 33 points last 
season, but that is not the primary strength of his game, nor what he's 
going to be acquired to add. Gavrikov is Columbus' team leader in 
shorthanded ice time per game and is the classic kind of defensive depth 
teams crave this time of season — and he may even be open to an 
extension. 

Joonas Korpisalo, G, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Even in a soft goalie market, Korpisalo's .909 save percentage this 
season and expiring, affordable contract might attract a depth-needy 
team at the position. Columbus has Elvis Merzlikins under contract long-
term and 23-year-old Daniil Tarasov has shown well in 13 appearances 
this season. 

Dylan Larkin, C, Detroit Red Wings 

While Larkin has said he sees himself as a Red Wing — something he 
reiterated at the All-Star Game — and is Detroit's leading scorer and top-
line centre, until he signs a contract extension there's a question to be 
asked about his future. Larkin is already Detroit's highest-paid player with 
a $6.1 million AAV, so how high is GM Steve Yzerman willing to go over 
that for the 26-year-old? One of the quickest players in the game, Larkin 
could bring a nice return back to Detroit, but may also leave behind a 
large hole in the depth chart. He's in complete control of what happens 
here, too, with a no-trade clause that could also complicate any potential 
trade. 

Tyler Bertuzzi, RW, Detroit Red Wings 

The 27-year-old winger had a breakout 30-goal season in 2021-22, but a 
few injuries have interrupted this season and limited him to 20 games 
played, in which he has just two goals and seven points. The pending 
UFA brings the sort of physical tenacity that tends to translate to the 
playoffs and he has the upside of recapturing his 30-goal upside. 
Sportsnet's Jeff Marek reported Edmonton, Dallas and Tampa Bay 
among the team interested in the winger. 

Jesse Puljujarvi, RW, Edmonton Oilers 

Though Puljujarvi is an RFA this summer, if he's not dealt before the 
deadline he's a candidate for UFA eligibility if the Oilers decide not to 
qualify him at $3 million. Puljujarvi hasn't been able to seize a top-six 
spot and might eventually become waiver fodder, which could potentially 
make him a little more tradeable. Still just 24 years old, someone else 
might still want to buy low on a fresh start 

Matt Dumba, D, Minnesota Wild 

It does seem this is most likely Dumba's last season in Minnesota after 
years of trade rumours and expansion draft speculation. But the question 
is if he stays the rest of the season, or is moved by the deadline. If he's 
moved, it would have to be in a hockey trade that allows the Wild to 
continue on in their goal of reaching the playoffs and doing damage. 
Their needs are at centre, or at least someone who can score up front. 

Joel Edmundson, D, Montreal Canadiens 

A large (six-foot-five, 224 pounds) defensive defenceman, Edmundson is 
Montreal's leader in PK ice time and second in blocked shots with 110. A 
depth defenceman at even strength, Edmundson's contract isn't overly 
burdensome, and an acquiring team would be getting the defenceman for 
another season. He was injured just before the all-star break, was 
considered day-to-day, but has missed Montreal's first two games back 
from the break. 

Mattias Ekholm, D, Nashville Predators 

Generating trade buzz earlier this season, Ekholm's place on this list may 
be entirely determined by how the Predators perform over the next three 
weeks. They hit the all-star break on a three-game winning streak, and 
have been 1-1 coming out of it. Now, they're just four points out of a 
playoff spot, with some very winnable games on the horizon against 
Arizona, Florida, Vancouver, and San Jose over the next couple of 
weeks. If they fail to gain ground over that stretch, or slide backwards, a 
shocking Ekholm deal might become a little more likely. Ekholm would be 
a massive pickup for anyone — an instant top-four shutdown defender 
added for this season and beyond. 

Nikita Zaitsev, D, Ottawa Senators 

Limited to 23 games this season due to injury, Zaitsev is another 
example of a shot-blocking, penalty-killing defenceman who is attracting 
some trade interest. "There appears to be a path for a Nikita Zaitsev 
trade," Elliotte Friedman reported Saturday night. "I'm assuming west 
coast, I don't know that for certain, but I've heard some rumblings about 
it." Zaitsev has a 10-team no-trade list. 

Cam Talbot, G, Ottawa Senators 

If the Senators sense they can make a playoff run, they may elect to 
keep Talbot as their own rental, but they've slipped to 14th in the 
conference and are now 10 points out of a wild card spot. Talbot 
sustained a lower-body injury before the all-star break and missed the 
first game back, in which they lost Anton Forsberg to injury. Without 
Talbot or Forsberg, the Sens are left with Mads Sogaard and Kevin 
Mandolese in net. Talbot wouldn't bring a monster return, but there 
should be a few teams looking for goalie depth by March 3. 

James van Riemsdyk, LW, Philadelphia Flyers 

With eight goals and 21 points in 34 games, JVR is on his usual pace 
and has been one of the Flyers' better even-strength offensive players. 
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He can still provide a bump on someone's power play as well, and with 
an expiring contract the Flyers could retain up to 50 per cent to get a deal 
done. 

Timo Meier, LW, San Jose Sharks 

The top scoring forward available at this deadline, Meier is the most 
dreamed-of target for teams in need of a first- or second-line scorer. His 
30 goals scored this season rank 11th in the league and he's second with 
237 shots on goal. Meier is a sturdy six-foot-one and 220 pounds, so 
there's a size presence to his game as well. Though he's an RFA at 
season's end, Meier is due a $10 million qualifying offer if a separate 
extension isn't agreed to. 

Erik Karlsson, D, San Jose Sharks 

On the surface, this seems like more of an off-season move, if there is a 
trade to be had. Karlsson just makes so much money with an $11.5 
million cap hit that it would seemingly require salary retention — but with 
another four years left on his contract, that's an awful lot of dead cap 
seasons for the Sharks to keep. Karlsson's on-ice performance makes an 
in-season move an eyebrow-raising proposition, though. He's the Norris 
Trophy favourite to date and the NHL leader in even-strength points with 
52. He has a full no-move clause, so will have to sign off on any 
destination. 

Ryan O'Reilly, C, St. Louis Blues 

By reputation, O'Reilly has been one of the best shutdown centres of his 
time. But this season there are some concerns. One is that, offensively, 
he's having a down season with 17 points in 38 games. However, he 
does have 11 goals. Another consideration is that O'Reilly broke his foot 
in early January, so teams will want to see how he responds returning 
from that. So far, so good — O'Reilly scored a goal and played 17:25 in 
his first game back on Saturday night. Though O'Reilly has stated a 
desire to stay in St. Louis, and the belief the Blues may re-sign some of 
their UFAs, the team may look to save some dollars and accumulate 
some assets by trading him. His contract doesn't have any trade 
protections. 

Ivan Barbashev, LW, St. Louis Blues 

Barbashev more than doubled his career high in points last season when 
he recorded 26 goals and 60 points, and while he's stepped back with the 
rest of the Blues in 2022-23, he still has 24 points in 52 games this 
season. Though he gets some time on the second PP unit, Barbashev is 
fourth on the Blues in even strength scoring and has more hits than any 
other St. Louis forward. With his offensive and physical capabilities, 
Barbashev could bring a surprisingly good return to the Blues. 

Noel Acciari, C, St. Louis Blues 

The team leader in hits, Acciari could be a sneaky add in that he's also 
PK capable and has won 54.3 per cent of his 495 faceoffs this season. 

Brock Boeser, RW, Vancouver Canucks 

In the first year of a three-year deal, Boeser's $6.65 million cap hit is a lot 
to take on for a winger on an 18-goal pace. It could be that Boeser just 
needs a fresh start to get going again, and the memory of his 29-goal 
rookie season and 26-goal sophomore season linger for the still-young 
25-year-old. There are a lot of difficult contracts the Canucks would like 
to move, but in Boeser there is still a young player with potential who has 
shown he can put up strong numbers. We might have to wait for some of 
the other scoring wingers to come off the board before teams circle back 
on acquiring Boeser as a sort of fall-back option. 

Tyler Myers, D, Vancouver Canucks 

There is some suggestion that Myers, 33, may be a buyout candidate this 
summer, but the Canucks could save themselves some cap space next 
season and in 2024-25 if they found a trade partner and retained half his 
money instead. Myers averages over 20 minutes per game but would 
need to play a smaller role on a better team. He blocks lots of shots and 

has great reach and size. Is he more palatable for someone at a $3 
million AAV? 

Luke Schenn, D, Vancouver Canucks 

Stanley Cup pedigree and snarl are what will attract buyers to Schenn, 
whose 247 hits lead the NHL. A bottom-pair blueliner, Schenn is 
precisely the type of player GMs go for this time of year, and at $850,000 
against the cap he's attainable for anyone. 

Thatcher Demko, G, Vancouver Canucks 

With the Canucks looking to turn over some of the roster, there's perhaps 
an outside shot that Demko gets swapped, but it's not going to be so 
simple in-season. The goalie market has recently been very soft, Demko 
had been having a down season before getting injured, and it's not clear 
how much playing time he'll get — if any — again before March 3. But if 
there's a believer in Demko who comes along and offers the Canucks 
something enticing, it's an option they'd have to consider. 
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TSN.CA / ‘World-class’ Matthews expected to return to Leafs lineup 
Wednesday 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, 
who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s game against the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Auston Matthews practised in a regular sweater and on a regular line for 
the first time since suffering a knee sprain on Jan. 25.  

"I felt good," the centre said. "Everything's moving in the right direction. It 
was nice to get back on a line and run through a full practice and try to 
get the timing back and everything like that. So, just kind of see how 
everything responds tomorrow morning and just see how I'm feeling, but 
trying to get in the mindset ... of playing." 

The initial timeline called for Matthews to miss at least three weeks. 
Wednesday will mark three weeks since the injury was sustained.  

Matthews also took part in a practice last week, but was wearing a red 
no-contact sweater in that workout.  

"He looked good," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "Today's practice was an 
important one in terms of getting him the proper reps in a contact jersey 
and all of that. He hasn't [had] a ton of practice time with the team, but he 
has skated quite a bit. We will see how he is in the morning and get word 
from the medical team in terms of his final status. I think his intent coming 
into practice was to feel good and be ready to play tomorrow." 

Near the end of practice, Matthews got tripped by Conor Timmins and 
slid into the boards. He got to his feet quickly and finished practice 
without showing any ill effects.  

"It's been progressing pretty well," Matthews said of the knee. "I feel 
confident ... It's been feeling better and better every day." 

The Leafs are 2-3-0 since Matthews got hurt. They split a pair of games 
that Matthews missed last month to rest a nagging undisclosed issue.  

"Hopefully, this is the last time I'll be missing another game," Matthews 
said. "It's no fun watching." 

The return of the reigning Hart Trophy winner for Wednesday's game 
against the Chicago Blackhawks would provide a spark to a team that 
just blew a 2-0 lead on home ice against the last-place Columbus Blue 
Jackets.  
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"It can't be overstated," said Keefe. "It changes a lot about our team in 
terms of where everybody slots. It is not just what he brings with his 
contribution, but also how it slots everybody else in and makes you that 
much deeper and harder to defend, especially on home ice with the last 
change. It creates some real challenges for the opposition. He is a world-
class player." 

https://www.tsn.ca/nhl/video/matthews-trending-toward-wednesday-
return-everything-s-moving-in-the-right-direction~2628552 

--- 

Matthews skated on a line with Mitch Marner on the night he got hurt. It 
was the first time they started a game together since mid-November. 
Matthews has spent most of the season on a line with William Nylander 
and he was back between Michael Bunting and Nylander on Tuesday.  

"That line has had a lot of success," Keefe explained. "Mitch and John 
[Tavares] have had a lot of success. We can and we have mixed it up at 
times. We know that Auston and Mitch work really well whenever we go 
to that. For today's practice, because I am not really overthinking things 
beyond today, I just think it was the right mix." 

Alex Kerfoot, who had been filling in as the second-line centre, will stick 
in the top six. He shifted over to left wing on the line with Tavares and 
Marner.  

"There has been an uptick in Kerfoot's game since he's moved up there," 
Keefe said. "That's a positive thing. We have talked about that a lot in 
terms of his history of being able to play in that spot." 

Calle Jarnkrok moved down to the third line with David Kampf and Pierre 
Engvall. It's a trio Keefe is "intrigued" to get a look at.  

"Kampf and Engvall have been pretty consistent for us," the coach said. 
"Those guys do a really nice job. We have tried different people with 
them; it just hasn't necessarily been Jarnkrok. I want to get a look at that 
and see what he can do there. I thought Jarny did a good job for us 
playing with John and helping that line defensively while contributing on 
offence. We are looking to see what he can bring to the pairing of Kampf 
and Engvall in terms of the defensive responsibility that comes with that 
line." 

"It's going to be good," Engvall promised. "He's a hard-working player 
and he fits really good into our line." 

Kampf is goalless in 26 games dating back to Dec. 8. He's been a minus 
player in six of the last eight games including Saturday. The third line 
was on the ice for Columbus' opening goal and Engvall was benched for 
a stretch after that.  

"I wasn't thrilled by some of the moments in the last game with that line, 
so it is a good time for a bit of a mixup there," Keefe continued. "With 
how Engvall has played, there have been more offensive opportunities 
available for that line. Jarny can give it a boost that way, too. It is 
something, through 50-some games now, that we haven't quite gotten a 
look at yet." 

Engvall has scored in two of the last four games.  

Joey Anderson, who was on the third line Saturday, drops to the fourth 
unit with Zach Aston-Reese and Pontus Holmberg. Alex Steeves will be 
the odd man out on Wednesday.  

--- 

Justin Holl was on the ice for three Columbus goals on Saturday and will 
be scratched for the first time this season.  

"I have felt his game, at times, has been tremendous and has helped us 
through some real tough times with injuries," said Keefe. "He has been a 
real constant for us on defence in terms of his contributions. At times, it 
has also slipped. To me, the other night was one of those nights." 

"I know that I made some plays that I don't like," Holl said. "I know I made 
a lot of plays I do like too. So, it's just about trying to key on what you can 
do better and do what you do well even better than that too."  

Timmins will draw back in for the first time since Jan. 27.  

"When you are looking to get a young guy like Timmins in and you want 
to keep him going, you are looking for someone to take out," said Keefe. 
"Don't give me a reason." 

How does Holl view the message from the coaching staff?  

"It's just that the result isn't acceptable," said Holl. "We're never 
complacent losing to one of the, record-wise, worst teams in the league." 

Timmins, 24, will play for the first time since signing a two-year 
extension.  

"I had been wanting to get Timmins in," Keefe said. "It becomes harder to 
do when we are healthy on the back end. He has done a good job for us. 
He hasn't played between the break and just with us being healthy, but 
we have liked what he has done. He has put lots of good work in off of 
the ice. You want to keep him involved and in the mix, but it is a 
competition. In that mix, you have to try to find guys to move in and out of 
the lineup." 

With Holl sitting out, Mark Giordano, the oldest skater in the NHL at age 
39, will become the only defenceman to dress in every game for the 
Leafs this season.  

Timothy Liljegren took Holl's spot beside Giordano at practice while 
Timmins slotted in beside Rasmus Sandin on the third pair.  

--- 

Matthews has six goals and 11 assists in 10 career games against the 
Blackhawks. He relishes the chance to play against childhood idol Patrick 
Kane.  

"It never gets old," the 25-year-old confirmed. "He's an unbelievable 
player and he puts you on the edge of your seat every time he's out 
there. In my experience, it's always fun lining up against him and playing 
against him. He's been an extremely elite player ever since he stepped 
into the league. It's a lot of fun competing against guys like that." 

Kane, who helped Chicago win three championships, is a pending 
unrestricted free agent and may get traded before the March 3 deadline.  

"It'd be a little weird," Matthews said, "but it's been weird not seeing him 
in the playoffs too, you know, because of the runs they've had. Obviously 
a little bit of a rebuild for them the last few years, but you never know 
what can happen. He's an amazing player, great guy and he just wants to 
play hockey and compete." 

--- 

Nylander took the first roughing penalty of his 532-game NHL career, 
including playoffs, on Saturday night. The smooth-skating Swede took a 
swing at Nick Blankenburg after the Jackets defenceman hit him into the 
end boards.  

"It just shows emotion, intensity, and competitiveness not letting a guy 
take advantage of you," said Keefe. "He thought that the guy hit him a bit 
late, so he responded. These things happen sometimes. As it turned out, 
it probably looked a lot worse than it actually was. You might be able to 
attach an embellishment penalty to that just the same. Regardless, every 
now and again, you have to let a guy know that you are not going to let 
him take advantage of you. That is part of being a competitor." 

It was only Nylander's eighth penalty on the season.  

"I had a pretty good laugh when I saw him do that," said Matthews. "It 
was great. As it happened, it looked a little bit worse than when you 
slowed it down, but I got a pretty good chuckle out of that, for sure ... Just 
a little message here and there maybe gives you a little more time and 
space and a little more breathing room at times throughout the game." 
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Nylander scored Toronto's opening goal on Saturday and added an 
assist later in the game. He leads the Leafs with 29 goals this season.  

"It is just another thing to add to the list of things Willy has added to his 
game in terms of consistency and being engaged," Keefe said. "That is 
why I liked it. You don't like the penalty. You don't want to take a penalty 
and put your team [down], but it is one of those ones you look to find a 
way to kill. At times, guys need to be able to do that." 

"It's nice to see him aggressive out there," Engvall said. "He hit him late 
there so I understand that he got a little bit pissed." 

--- 

Lines at Tuesday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Kampf - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Holmberg - Anderson  

Simmonds, Steeves  

Rielly - Brodie  

Giordano - Liljegren  

Sandin - Timmins  

Benn - Holl  

Samsonov  

Woll  

Power-play units at Tuesday's practice:  

QB: Rielly 

Flanks: Matthews, Marner 

Middle: Nylander 

Net front: Tavares  

QB: Sandin 

Flanks: Timmins, Jarnkrok 

Middle: Engvall  

Net front: Bunting 
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