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Hurricanes warm up for outdoor game with 6-2 win over Canadiens as Seth Jarvis stars 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes won their last game indoors before 
their first game outdoors. 

And Seth Jarvis scored his first career NHL hat trick, winding 
up with a face full of shaving cream courtesy of Martin 
Necas. 

The Canes ignited for four goals in the third period, two by 
Jarvis, to surge past the Montreal Canadiens 6-2 at PNC 
Arena on a memorable night when former goalie Cam Ward 
was inducted into the team’s new hall of fame. 

“I think ‘Wardo’ should come more often,” a smiling Jarvis 
said after the game. 

The Hurricanes (36-10-8) will face the Washington Capitals 
on Saturday in the 2023 Stadium Series game at Carter-
Finley Stadium. That will be a historic night and game for the 
Canes franchise, but first there was the matter of playing the 
Canadiens (23-28-4), who had won three straight. 

Jarvis played on a line Thursday with Sebastian Aho and 
Andrei Svechnikov and benefited from it — Aho setting him 
up in front for his first goal, in the opening period as 
Svechnikov assisted. 

Jarvis’ second goal, early in the third, was a tap-in. It came 
after defenseman Brent Burns deftly puck-handled his way 
down the slot to get off a shot that Jarvis followed up. 

The third, the one that had hats flying onto the ice, came 
shorthanded, Jarvis zipping in to beat goalie Sam 
Montembeault. Adding to the moment for Jarvis was having 
his father and brother fly in Wednesday night and be in the 
stands to take it in. 

“That means the world to me,” he said. “That’s something 
I’ve dreamed of from when I was a little kid.” 

Jarvis isn’t always used shorthanded but said he “begged” 
assistant coach Tim Gleason to put him in after Jesperi 
Kotkanimei was called for a late penalty. “I was tugging on 
his pant leg to let me out there,” Jarvis said. 

Gleason did. Jarvis took a pass off the boards from Derek 
Stepan and was off on a breakaway, lifting a backhander 
past Montembault with 19.8 seconds left in regulation. 

“It was nice to see him kind of cap off a pretty special night in 
a dramatic way,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Aho finished with a goal and assist, Kotkaniemi scored 
against his former team in the first period off a forehand and 
Svechnikov tied his career high with three assists for the 
Canes. 

Goalie Antti Raanta, making his second start for the Canes 
since Jan. 27, picked up his 14th win. Raanta had several 
scrambling and acrobatic stops among his 20 saves. 

Montreal’s Michael Pezzetta had the game’s first goal, 
getting behind the Canes’ defense for a breakaway, and 
Rafael Harvey-Pinard had a power-play goal in the second 
that tied it 2-2. 

But Aho, Jarvis and then Jordan Staal all scored in the first 
five minutes of the third for a 5-2 lead. That was that. “We 
played hard,” Brind’Amour said. “Tonight we were solid.” 

Jarvis was named the game’s first star, had Canes fans 
chanting his name after the game and was then surrounded 
by media in the locker room. Just as he was finishing up, 
Necas sneaked through the crowd with a towel full of shaving 
cream. Bam. 

Jarvis could only laugh as he cleaned himself up. “At least he 
could get some whipped cream,” he joked. 

 

Canes Hall of Fame honor buffs rough edges off Cam Ward’s legacy, leaving the good stuff 

By Luke Decock 

Even on this night of celebration, standing literally in the 
spotlight, Cam Ward took a quick moment to acknowledge 
his tenure with the Carolina Hurricanes wasn’t all sunshine 
and puppies and flowers. 

The great thing about Thursday night, and Ward’s induction 
into the Hurricanes’ nascent Hall of Fame, is that all of that is 
— if not forgotten — truly immaterial now. This honor helps 
buff the rough edges off his legacy just as certainly as time 
has, brings everything full circle, puts a bow on his career. 

With each passing year, we’re left with more of the fond 
memories, and there’s plenty of those 

“The reality is, we all know there’s been some great 
moments and some not-so-great moments,” Ward said. “One 
thing stayed clear throughout, and that was my love for this 
organization, this city, this fan base. It is why my family and I 
call this place home. It is home.” 

Many of the same people who wildly applauded those lines 
once groused about Ward’s inability to get a couple pretty 
good Hurricanes teams over the line into the postseason, 
even booed him from time to time as the drought lingered. 
Which is fine. It’s what fans do. There was more than enough 
reason, for too many years, to be frustrated. 

Ward was an easy scapegoat on a team that was tens of 
million dollars below the cap and a front office that kept 
serving stew meat and calling it filet mignon. Some untimely 
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injuries didn’t help, and there were times when his 
performance wasn’t good enough, but he also kept some 
garishly awful teams vaguely respectable, never mind the 
parade of rank incompetence in net that followed his 
departure, or the fact that he comported himself with class 
and grace as he went from rookie to grizzled veteran before 
our eyes. 

But that’s all the kind of stuff that blurs with distance, and 
evenings like this only hasten that process, bringing the good 
times into focus. And it’s hard to imagine better times than 
his rookie year, when he went from wide-eyed backup to 
Conn Smythe Trophy winner. 

The Montreal Canadiens, as a sign of respect, remained on 
their bench for the entire ceremony. That was fitting, and not 
only because every NHL team has had to sit through a zillion 
of these ceremonies in Montreal: If it weren’t for Ward’s 
intervention that spring, they might have 25 Stanley Cups 
instead of 24. 

He made one final appearance at PNC Arena in the fall of 
2018, with the Chicago Blackhawks, after 352 in a home 
sweater, but under slightly different circumstances, Ward 
might have spent his entire career with the Hurricanes. When 
they made the playoffs he was spectacular — and not only in 
2006. Even if he’d been fully healthy, the Hurricanes 
probably weren’t beating the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2009, 
but at 100 percent he would have at least given them a 
chance. Who knows what might have happened in 2007 or 
2011. 

This was also about the Hurricanes as much as Ward, the 
fact that they’ve had enough players with records of 
achievement worth recognizing to have a Hall of Fame 

worthy of the name. Ward was a natural first inductee, 
perhaps not quite worthy of joining the three players whose 
jerseys are retired — Rod Brind’Amour, Ron Francis and 
Glen Wesley; one in the Hockey Hall of Fame, a second who 
should be and a third not far out of it — but certainly having 
earned this. 

“When you think of the history of the Hurricanes, you can’t 
not think of Cam Ward,” Brind’Amour said. 

There are several people in line behind Ward, from builders 
like Jim Rutherford and Peter Karmanos, to coaches like 
Paul Maurice and Peter Laviolette and broadcasters like 
Chuck Kaiton and John Forslund, to a long list of players that 
starts with Eric Staal and extends to Jeff O’Neill and Erik 
Cole and Ray Whitney and Arturs Irbe and Bret Hedican and 
Sami Kapanen, and on and on and on. (Full disclosure: I am 
a member of the Hurricanes’ Hall of Fame selection 
committee.) 

It’ll be at least a decade before the pool gets thin, and by 
then players like Jaccob Slavin and Sebastian Aho may be a 
little grayer and a little thicker around the middle and ready to 
receive this kind of honor. That’s all a long way away, many 
years from now. 

It’s been five years since Ward last played for the 
Hurricanes, 17 since his greatest triumph, and the more time 
that passes the easier it is to discard, in his words, the not-
so-great and remember and honor the great — and there 
was more than enough of that. 

 

NHL hopes Hurricanes outdoor game isn’t (traffic) jam session like past stadium concerts 

By Luke Decock 

It has been almost 14 years, but there may still be a few cars 
left abandoned on the side of Wade Avenue by U2 fans who 
thought they could show up at 6:45 p.m. for a 7 p.m. concert 
at Carter-Finley Stadium. 

The history of traffic snarls for non-football games at the 
stadium is a long one — U2, the Rolling Stones, Beyonce 
and beyond — which is why NHL officials are already urging 
hockey fans to arrive as early as possible for Saturday’s 
Stadium Series game, even when lots open at 2 p.m., six 
hours before puck drop. 

“We’ve taken a look at those,” said Steve Mayer, the NHL’s 
chief content officer and event producer. “We’ve actually 
been here for college football games. We’ve worked with not 
only the Carolina Hurricanes but state and local authorities. 
We’ve definitely looked at the traffic situation. I have to 
admit, it’s one of the reasons why I’m saying loud and clear: 
Come early.” It’s good advice. The best advice. 

There are many reasons why traffic tends to proceed more 
smoothly for N.C. State football games than other events at 

the stadium, from assigned spots for football pass-holders 
that spread traffic flows to multiple entrances, to hard-earned 
experience. It’s a big reason tailgating is such a big part of 
Wolfpack culture: Enough fans choose to arrive early that the 
staggered arrival flow spaces out tens of thousands of fans 
over five or six hours. 

But many concert-goers — and, in this case, hockey fans — 
don’t have those generations of local knowledge, and in the 
past that’s resulted in massive clogs of later arrivals, 
especially with all lots being general admission and highway 
signage directing people toward the stadium from I-40 to 
Wade Avenue to Edwards Mill rather than the back roads 
and alternate routes generations of Wolfpack fans have 
passed down to their children. When U2 played in 2009, I-40 
was backed up for six miles. 

That highway history has loomed over this event from the 
start, to the point where the Hurricanes at one time urged the 
NHL and N.C. State to open the lots even two hours earlier, 
at noon. Quietly, other than warm rain, it’s the one thing 
organizers know can tarnish what has the potential to be an 
amazing night. And while the NHL has the pomp and 
circumstance of these big events down to a science, traffic 
has gotten out of its control before. 
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In the 2020 Stadium Series game at the Air Force Academy 
in Colorado Springs, a perfect storm of late arrivals clogging 
I-25 from Denver, limited access to the academy grounds 
from the interstate, bad weather and multiple accidents 
meant that some fans didn’t get into Falcon Stadium until the 
third period. Air Force football fans have known for decades 
to arrive early to avoid those bottlenecks. Colorado 
Avalanche fans did not. 

To incentivize early arrivals, the NHL has set up a big fan 
festival outside PNC Arena that starts at 2 p.m. when the lots 
open. There’s a concert at 4 p.m. and the teams’ red-carpet 
arrivals at 5:15 p.m. There are planned, although yet to be 
announced, park-and-ride options from the State Fair 
satellite lots on Reedy Creek and Chapel Hill roads for fans 
without passes for the Carter-Finley lots, and the N.C. State 
Veterinary School parking deck will be open for those willing 
to walk a mile down Trinity Road. 

But there’s only so much anyone can do about putting 
57,000 people into a stadium complex that has essentially 
only three entrances in if they all show up at once. 

“There’s things to do for those who arrive early and fans 
here, we know, like to tailgate,” Mayer said. “That would be a 
really smart way to avoid what could be tighter traffic to get 
in. But we have looked at it. We definitely do for each and 
every one of our games, no matter where we happen to be 
playing, but that was a consideration here.” 

So: If there was ever a time to show off how the Triangle can 
tailgate, Saturday is the day. Arrive early. Make a day of it. In 
14 years, tell stories about how you watched a hockey game 
in a football stadium that would have seemed like an acid trip 
even five or six years ago, not how you listened to the cheers 
from your car waiting to get in. 

How an outdoor hockey game at Carter-Finley came to symbolize a Triangle-wide triumph

By Luke Decock 

When the NHL played its first game outdoors, in Edmonton 
in November 2003, the Carolina Hurricanes were busy 
muddling through another lost season, their second after 
their historic run to the Stanley Cup final. 

Three weeks after that game, they would fire Paul Maurice, 
officially ending any optimism that 2002 was the beginning of 
some kind of dynasty and not a one-off fluke, as if finishing 
dead last the year before hadn’t driven that point home. As it 
turned out, the coach they hired to replace Maurice, Peter 
Laviolette, would lead the franchise to the Stanley Cup. But 
that lay in the uncertain future, and the jokes made then 
were entirely in jest: “Hey, maybe someday the NHL will play 
an outdoor game at Carter-Finley.” 

Ha ha. Yeah, right. The idea was as far-fetched as living on 
Mars. 

Whatever list there was, the Hurricanes weren’t on it, only a 
few seasons removed from the Greensboro debacle. And 
even if they somehow were, the Hurricanes and N.C. State 
were busy feuding over the color of the seats and parking 
and naming rights and every other petty little thing they 
could. The Hurricanes were more likely at that point to play a 
home game across the border in Canada than across the 
road at Carter-Finley Stadium. No chance. Not in a million 
years. 

It only took 20. For much of the wide span of most of the 
Hurricanes’ history, what’s actually going to happen Saturday 
night wasn’t just improbable, it was impossible. This Stadium 
Series game against the Washington Capitals is not merely a 
triumph, it’s a miracle. 

It wouldn’t have happened without a compelling hockey team 
and the support that has grown — regrown — around it, 
snapping up every ticket for this game every time any were 

made available. It wouldn’t have happened without a better 
relationship between the Hurricanes and N.C. State, one that 
will have to become even stronger as the land around PNC 
Arena is inevitably developed into a mixed-use urban hub 
over the next decade. 

And it wouldn’t have happened without a lot of hard work and 
belief and prodding, not only by Tom Dundon, who set this 
as a goal from the moment he closed on his purchase of the 
team in 2018, but by Rod Brind’Amour applying defibrillator 
paddles to the franchise, and through the staunch belief of so 
many of the 57,000 fans who will be in the stands Saturday 
night. 

“We have such a good location for it,” Dundon told the News 
& Observer. “It was really just about convincing everyone 
that people would show up. Until the tickets went on sale, I 
imagine there were still some questions about that. It was a 
little bit of a leap of faith. 

You earn the right to host the big playoff series — 
conference finals, Stanley Cup finals — on the ice, as the 
Hurricanes have several times. There’s no neutral site. It’s 
entirely based on merit. As it should be. 

The NHL Draft and the All-Star Game, in 2004 and 2011, 
were promised as a contingency, the keystones of a ticket-
sales campaign designed to build a foundation for a 
franchise that was struggling, at the time, to put down roots 
here. 

By the time the All-Star Game finally arrived, the Hurricanes 
had earned it. Their playoff success in 2002 and 2006 and 
2009, and the atmosphere that developed inside and outside 
the building with that, made that event a celebration of 
everything not just the Hurricanes but their fans and the 
market had become. (And were in the process, over the 
course of a dismal decade, of trying to destroy, as it turned 
out.) 
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This is different. There’s no question this wouldn’t be 
happening if Dundon hadn’t bought the team and pushed for 
this game, with the NHL inclined to go to lengths to keep a 
new owner happy. But the NHL also isn’t in the business of 
giving out handouts, especially when it comes to a major 
television event like this. 

What’s happening Saturday night is a recognition from the 
league and the hockey world at large that the team’s recent 
success has proven the market was dormant, not dead, and 

even still the NHL has clearly been surprised by the reaction 
— the incredible demand for tickets, the way the Triangle 
has embraced it, the attention this has gotten even in the 
heart of college basketball season. 

Something that was once barely the punch line to a joke is 
actually going to happen, in real life. This is more than an 
outdoor game. This the culmination of the Hurricanes’ 
rebirth.

 
 

 
 

Which NHL team can make the best current roster of players they traded away? 

By Sean McIndoe 
 
We all love trades. Trades are the best. There’s no better 
feeling than finding out your favorite team has made a big 
deal. 
 
Well, unless they trade away somebody good. 
 
That’s the problem with the trading game — most teams 
have this weird thing where they want to get something back 
in return. In today’s NHL, that’s often just cap space, or some 
draft pick you’ll forget all about. But occasionally, teams still 
trade away actual NHL talent. And sometimes, that talent 
ends up looking pretty good in their new home. 
 
So today, let’s see which team can make the best starting 
lineup out of guys they’ve traded away. We’re talking current 
NHL talent — the three forwards, two defensemen and a 
goalie that your team traded and might wish they had back 
right now. We’re only counting the trades that put a player on 
his current team, so the Oilers can’t claim Taylor Hall, for 
example. We’re not counting draft picks that turned into 
players, and we’re not looking at free agents or waivers or 
anything else. Just those player trades, please. 
 
It’s harder than you’d think to build full six-man lineups for 
most teams. Hard, but not impossible, and they don’t pay me 
to do the easy stuff. Let’s go through a few teams and see 
what we can come up with. 
Buffalo Sabres 
 
Let’s start with the obvious: Rebuilding teams are going to be 
our prime target here, because those are the teams that are 
trading established players away. And no team has been 
rebuilding longer than the Sabres. As soon as I had the 
concept for this post, I knew the Sabres would be my first 
stop. 
 
And sure enough, there’s a ton of talent to work with. Too 
much, in fact, at least up front. We can start with Jack Eichel, 
who went to Vegas in last year’s blockbuster. We can also 

use Sam Reinhart. And for our third spot, we can have our 
pick of either Taylor Hall or Ryan O’Reilly, with Marcus 
Foligno available as depth. That’s about as good as we’re 
likely to get for a forward group. 
Jack Eichel. (Stephen R. Sylvanie / USA Today) 
 
The blue line isn’t quite as strong, but still has some options. 
The Sabres fleeced the Flyers into taking Rasmus 
Ristolainen a few summers ago, and we could pair him with 
Brandon Montour. Not exactly a Norris-worthy pairing, but 
not bad, and with five players down our Sabres lineup is in 
great shape. 
 
That’s where it falls apart though, as I don’t think there are 
any active NHL goalies who were traded to the current team 
by the Sabres. We could argue over Jonas Johansson, who 
was traded from Buffalo to Colorado but recently had a brief 
waiver stop in Arizona, but he’s only played one game this 
year. The big miss is Linus Ullmark, a former Sabre who’ll 
probably win the Vezina but was a free agent, not a trade. 
 
So somewhat surprisingly, the Sabres aren’t going to run 
away with this. Let’s check in on another rebuild to see if we 
can do better. 
Chicago Blackhawks 
 
The Hawks haven’t been at this as long as the Sabres have, 
but Kyle Davidson has made up for lost time over the last 
year or two. And unlike Buffalo, we have a clearcut 
goaltending option in Marc-Andre Fleury, dealt to the Wild 
last season. 
 
Up front, we don’t even need to wait on Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews, because we can lean on last year’s draft 
sell-off to start with Alex DeBrincat and Kirby Dach. And we 
can find a solid third option if we reach back to 2018 for the 
Nick Schmaltz trade. Sorry Brandon Hagel, we’ll keep you on 
speed dial. 
 
The blue line is OK, with Adam Boqvist and Nikita Zadorov. 
That makes Chicago our first entry with a legitimate six-man 
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group, and it’s a solid one that might get even better very 
soon. It doesn’t feel unbeatable, though, so let’s check in on 
one more rebuild. 
Montreal Canadiens 
 
Tragically, the Habs can’t make use of their best trade of the 
past few years, as Bitcoin Ben Chiarot has already moved on 
from his brief stint with the Panthers. We also lose out on 
Max Pacioretty, who would have worked before Vegas dealt 
him to Carolina. And Habs fans will be happy to know that 
this is one trade history post where we don’t have to bring up 
Ryan McDonagh. But don’t fear, because the Canadiens’ up-
and-down last decade still gives us some options to work 
with. 
 
Let’s start with Mikhail Sergachev, who went to the Lightning 
for Jonathan Drouin back in 2017. More recently, we can 
plug in Tyler Toffoli up front, and give him Artturi Lehkonen 
on the wing. And our second blueliner can give us a choice 
of something old (Jeff Petry) or something new (Alexander 
Romanov). 
 
Unfortunately, I don’t see a great option for the third forward, 
and goaltending will be an issue. That may be a temporary 
problem, as Montreal should be selling at the deadline, so 
maybe we can pencil in a Jake Allen or Sean Monahan in a 
few weeks. 
 
And since we did the Habs, let’s go to their oldest rivals … 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
The Leafs entry is … not good? 
 
Sorry if I sound confused, but I just sort of assumed the 
Leafs would be strong here, based on a long history of bad 
trades. But most of those are too old to help us here, and at 
least a few of the worst Kyle Dubas moves involved shipping 
out draft picks. We can’t use Nazem Kadri to Colorado, since 
he’s now with the Flames, or Mason Marchment, who went 
from Florida to Dallas. Even Carter Verhaeghe doesn’t work, 
because the Leafs sent him to the Islanders before they 
traded him to Tampa. 
 
So what are we left with? I can’t find much more than 
Kasperi Kapenen, Trevor Moore and Matt Martin up front, 
and maybe Sean Durzi and Nikita Zaitsev on the back end. I 
could get cute in goal by claiming Robin Lehner, who was 
technically Leafs property for a few minutes on the way from 
Chicago to Vegas, but otherwise it’s Petr Mrazek. The Leafs 
entry is bad. Which I guess is good. Or bad. I’m confused, 
let’s just move on. 
Anaheim Ducks 
 
Pat Verbeek was busy moving veterans at last year’s 
deadline, and that forms the basis of a solid start. We can 
build around Hampus Lindholm and Josh Manson on the 
blue line, plus Rickard Rakell up front, since all three stuck 
with their new teams. But that’s about all we’ve got to work 
with, as the last years of the Bob Murray era didn’t give us 
much in the way of significant player trades. I’m not even 
sure the incoming John Klingberg trade helps us — after the 
year he’s had, does he even take Manson’s spot? 
Columbus Blue Jackets 

 
The Blue Jackets are another team that gets off to a great 
start. We can build the blue line around Seth Jones, dealt to 
Chicago in 2021 in a deal that worked out well for Columbus. 
There’s plenty to choose from up front, starting with Pierre-
Luc Dubois and Oliver Bjorkstrand. We could use our third 
spot on Cam Atkinson, although he’s missed this entire 
season. Another option would be Nashville’s Ryan Johansen 
from the original Jones trade, all the way back in 2016. Josh 
Anderson is there too. 
 
Unfortunately, that’s about where the magic runs out for 
Columbus, who don’t have great options in goal or for the 
second blue-line spot (at least until they find a taker for 
Vladislav Gavrikov). If we weren’t limiting this to trades, they 
could call up their 2019 UFA departures like Artemi Panarin, 
Matt Duchene or Sergei Bobrovsky, but alas. 
New York Rangers 
 
There was a time when the Rangers were in on every big 
trade. That time was called “before we had a salary cap,” 
and you kids out there will have to take my word on it that it 
was fun. These days, the Rangers aren’t quite as active, but 
they still offer up some options. Up front, we can start with a 
pair of Blues in Pavel Buchnevich and the just-traded 
Sammy Blais, and let’s add in Ryan Reaves just for the 
entertainment value. (We could also go with Brett Howden or 
Morgan Barron.) 
 
The blue line could start with Brady Skjei, and the second 
spot is probably Neal Pionk, with Nils Lundkvist ready to take 
over a spot soon. And they even have a solid option in goal, 
where Alexandar Georgiev is just entering his prime and 
having a good year in Colorado. All in all, the Rangers are far 
from an all-star squad, but it’s not bad. 
Minnesota Wild 
 
We sadly can’t use buyouts to pad the roster, but Bill Guerin 
still has a sneaky good team. We can start with Kevin Fiala 
up front, thanks to last summer’s trade to the Kings. Going 
back a few years before that, we can round out our forwards 
with Jason Zucker and Charlie Coyle. 
 
The back end is a little dicey; the best I can do is Dmitry 
Kulikov, and I’m not even sure there is a second option. But 
we’ve got two goalies in Cam Talbot and Kaapo Kahkonen, 
so maybe we can move one for some blue-line help. 
Kevin Fiala. (Gary A. Vasquez / USA Today) 
Ottawa Senators 
 
In theory, the Sens should be just about the ideal candidate 
for this sort of drill. They’ve been rebuilding for a few years, 
but were a contender recently enough that they had some 
good players to trade away. And sure enough, we can start 
with this year’s potential Norris winner, as Erik Karlsson slots 
into our blue line. We also get a strong start up front, where 
Mark Stone can be our top forward. And we have one more 
big name available, thanks to the ill-fated Mika Zibanejad 
trade from back in 2016. 
 
The star power fades a bit after that, although we can still 
plug in some solid names. Let’s go with Nick Paul as the 
third forward, and Dylan DeMelo as our second defenseman. 
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(If you prefer, we could also use guys like Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau, Jakob Silfverberg and Mike Reilly.) And unlike most 
of our teams, the Senators even have multiple options in 
goal, where Matt Murray could back up Filip Gustavsson. 
Vegas Golden Knights 
 
We mostly think of the Golden Knights landing big names, 
but they haven’t been shy about trading them away. We can 
use Max Pacioretty twice here, once from his own trade to 
the Hurricanes and once when the Knights acquired him, 
giving up a package that included Nick Suzuki. Let’s round 
out a really nice forward line with Alex Tuch. 
 
Unfortunately, the rest of the roster doesn’t live up to the 
forwards. Our blue line loses Nate Schmidt and Colin Miller, 
who’ve both switched teams since the Knights traded them, 
so we probably end up with Nick Holden and maybe Erik 
Brannstrom. And I’m not sure there’s a goalie option. 
Carolina Hurricanes 
 
The Canes are another team that’s better known for 
acquiring these days, but they’ve given up a few decent 
names over the years. Let’s start with the biggest, even 
though it comes with an asterisk: Adam Fox, whose rights 
were traded to the Rangers because he wasn’t going to sign 
out of college. Bad for them, but good for our roster. 
 
We can turn to a different Fox trade to fill a few other spots, 
landing Elias Lindholm and Noah Hanifin from the 2018 deal 
that sent them to Calgary for Fox’s rights and Dougie 
Hamilton. There’s also Justin Faulk, if you’d prefer him to 
Hanifin. Or Ethan Bear. Or Tony D’Angelo. These guys 
traded a lot of defensemen. 
 
They also trade goalies, although that’s usually after they’ve 
figured out they’re not good anymore, so we’re probably 
stuck with Alex Nedeljkovic here. That leaves us with two 
forward spots to fill, and we can safely use one on Jeff 
Skinner now that he’s back to scoring goals. The third 
forward can be Nicolas Roy, or maybe Warren Foegele. All 
in all, not a bad squad thanks to the Fox/Lindholm starting 
duo; you could argue that Fox represents the best player in 
this entire exercise. 

St. Louis Blues 
 
We’ll end with the Blues, an interesting team that in recent 
years has experienced both a championship and, now, the 
start of a rebuild. Doug Armstrong is an aggressive trader, so 
this could be a good squad. 
 
And it is, starting up front. The recent trade of Vladimir 
Tarasenko gives us a legitimate star, but there’s an even 
bigger one out there thanks to Tage Thompson. And we can 
round out the line with T.J. Oshie, traded to Washington 
almost eight years ago. That’s a solid forward group, and if 
we wait another week or two we can probably add Ryan 
O’Reilly to it. 
 
The blue line won’t be quite as strong — curse you for not 
trading Alex Pietrangelo’s rights — but it’s workable. The 
Tarasenko trade also included Niko Mikkola, a serviceable 
player with a bit of upside. And we can go way back into the 
archives to find his partner. Erik Johnson is coming up on the 
12th anniversary of the trade that sent him to Colorado, and 
he’s still there, meaning he qualifies for our team. (I believe 
that makes Johnson the longest-serving player on any NHL 
team who was acquired by trade, but feel free to fact-check 
me.) 
 
We’ll round out the Blues with Ville Husso in goal, backed up 
by Jake Allen. With Oskar Sundqvist and Robby Fabbri as 
depth, that makes St. Louis one of our stronger entries. 
 
So, who you got? 
 
My final four comes out as the Blues, Senators, Hurricanes 
and Blackhawks, with the Sabres ready to push their way in 
as soon as they find a goalie. I think the Blues take it, but it’s 
close, and I could be swayed if you want to weigh in. Or even 
better, take a crack at a team I haven’t covered. Maybe you 
can do something with the Flames or Panthers around the 
various names in the Matthew Tkachuk trade, or the Sharks 
with Brent Burns and Josh Norris, or the Jets with Patrik 
Laine and Jacob Trouba. Meet us in the comments section 
— it’s Friday, it’s not like you were going to get any work 
done.

 

Carolina Hurricanes trade targets – if they’re looking for players with term 

By Cory Lavalette  

The names of the usual suspects are all out there: Timo 
Meier, Tyler Bertuzzi, Jonathan Toews, Ryan O’Reilly, 
Patrick Kane and a handful more. 
 
But there’s no secret about the Hurricanes’ deadline 
playbook. Carolina isn’t particularly inclined to pay a steep 
price for a rental or hand out the lengthy, big-money 
extension a player like Meier will require. 
 
So where does that leave Carolina? 
 
“There might be guys that people aren’t thinking about at this 
time when you’re willing to give up some good assets to get 
a player with some term left,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell 

told “The Athletic Hockey Show.” “We all know the usual 
names that are out there, but we may try to look at some 
other players and entice teams with draft picks and 
prospects.” 
 
Carolina has both. 
 
The Hurricanes have the NHL’s 12th prospect pool according 
to Scott Wheeler, a group includes defensemen Alexander 
Nikishin and Scott Morrow, ranked 38th and 39th, 
respectively, in Wheeler’s ranking of the top 50 drafted NHL 
skaters. They also boast Wheeler’s seventh-best goalie 
prospect in Pyotr Kochetkov, who has already been signed 
to a four-year contract extension that will cost just $2 million 
against the salary cap starting next season. 
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Players like Jack Drury, Jamieson Rees, Vasily Ponomarev 
and Anttoni Honka might not be blue-chip prospects, but 
Carolina has proven in the past it can leverage its prospect 
depth to acquire contract-controlled NHL players without 
depleting its prospect ranks. 
 
It also helps to have draft picks, and the Hurricanes have a 
surplus. 
 
While they are without their 2023 third-round pick, Carolina 
instead has Philadelphia’s via the Tony DeAngelo trade — 
one that figures to be in the high 60s or low 70s instead of 
the 90s. That trade also yielded the Flyers’ second-rounder 
in 2024, and the Hurricanes have extra fifth- and sixth-round 
picks this year. 
 
We’ve seen this song and dance from Waddell & Co. before. 
The team used its combination of cap space and assets to 
land both Brent Burns and Max Pacioretty last offseason. 
And when it comes to the deadline, one needs to look no 
further than February 2020, when the Hurricanes added both 
center Vincent Trocheck and defenseman Brady Skjei 
without emptying their asset cupboard. 
 
For Trocheck, who had the balance of the 2019-20 season 
plus two more years on a deal with a $4.75 million AAV, 
Carolina gave the Panthers four players: Erik Haula, Lucas 
Wallmark, Eetu Luostarinen and Chase Priskie. 
 
The trade for Skjei was just one big piece, the Hurricanes’ 
2020 first-round pick, but the deal was made possible when 
Carolina acquired Toronto’s first-round pick before that 
season in exchange for taking on Patrick Marleau’s contract 
and buying out the veteran. 
 
In the end, the Hurricanes wound up with Skjei — at a $5.25 
million cap cost for the next four-plus seasons — and used 
Toronto’s No. 13 overall pick in 2021 to draft Seth Jarvis. 
 
This is a very detailed way of saying that Waddell wasn’t 
bluffing when he suggested the team could go after “guys 
that people aren’t thinking about.” 
 
It’s my job to think about it, so I’ve compiled a short list of 
forwards — the team’s prime need — who have term and 
could be targeted by the Hurricanes, and the reasons why 
they do and don’t make sense ahead of the March 3 
deadline. 
Travis Konecny, RW, Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Contract: $5.5 million cap hit through 2024-25. 
 
What would it cost: A trade would probably be a poor man’s 
version of Philadelphia’s trade of Brayden Schenn to St. 
Louis in 2017. Schenn had a full three years of contract left 
at a similar cap number and with similar offensive numbers. 
The Flyers got two first-round picks and Jori Lehtera for 
Schenn. They won’t get that much for Konecny, but 
something like Carolina’s first, a decent prospect and 
another smaller piece could get it done. 
 

Why it makes sense: The Flyers are exactly the kind of team 
Carolina should be targeting. Philly is in the mushy middle of 
the NHL and needs a total overhaul. As colleague Charlie 
O’Connor wrote, moving Konecny makes sense for the 
Flyers since the team doesn’t figure to be competitive before 
his contract is up in the summer of 2025. 
 
He could fill the Hurricanes’ scoring needs (he has 24 goals 
and is a point-per-game player), is in his prime at 25 years 
old, and plays the type of high-energy, relentless style 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour loves. 
 
Why it doesn’t make sense: The Flyers themselves may be 
the biggest fly in the ointment. Is the ownership committed to 
letting GM Cliff Fletcher gut the team, especially after just 
burning up assets in moves like the DeAngelo trade to try to 
be competitive? Konecny is one of the few reasons to come 
to a Flyers game, and dealing him would hurt the bottom line. 
Jordan Greenway, LW, Minnesota Wild 
 
Contract: $3 million cap hit through 2024-25. 
 
What would it cost: The Wild are looking for a hockey trade, 
but Greenway’s contract is a problem. The Hurricanes aren’t 
going to bail out Minnesota and give them a significant asset, 
and the Wild don’t want to take a step back this year. 
Carolina wouldn’t have to give up much at all. 
 
Why it makes sense: Greenway is on the books for two more 
seasons and has fallen out of favor in Minnesota both due to 
his production (just two goals and six points through 34 
games) and questions about his professionalism. 
 
We know Brind’Amour craves some snarl in his lineup — he 
advocated for Nicolas Deslauriers at last year’s deadline and 
desperately wanted Mason Marchment as a free agent last 
summer — and Greenway is one of the league’s biggest 
forwards at 6-foot-6 and 231 pounds. 
 
Why it doesn’t make sense: Despite his size, Greenway’s not 
a banger like Deslauriers or Marchment. And if he can’t bring 
that, is he a better option than what Carolina already has, 
especially since he doesn’t contribute much on special 
teams? 
 
The big issue, however, is his contract. The Wild can’t afford 
to eat some of Greenway’s salary, and it’s doubtful Carolina 
wants to carve out $3 million for him for two more full 
seasons. It’s also not the type of big trade that moves the 
needle for a Cup contender. 
Lawson Crouse, RW, Arizona Coyotes 
 
Contract: $4.3 million cap hit through 2026-27. 
 
What would it cost: Arizona doesn’t plan on being 
competitive the next couple of seasons, so they could be 
open to moving Crouse even though they just re-signed him 
in August. That’s because he’s having a career year and his 
value has never been higher. The asking price would be at 
least a first-round pick plus a good prospect or two. 
 
Why it makes sense: Crouse is big (6-foot-4, 215 pounds) 
and not afraid to throw his weight around (he’s averaging 
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three hits per game in his career). The 2015 No. 11 overall 
pick plays in all situations for the Coyotes and has shown a 
goal-scoring touch this year that eluded him earlier in his 
career. And he has term — four more years after this one. 
 
The Hurricanes should have a good book on him since he 
played junior with several former Hurricanes prospects and 
was a teammate of Antti Raanta, Derek Stepan and Jordan 
Martinook when they were with the Coyotes. 

 
Why it doesn’t make sense: Crouse reached 20 goals for the 
first time in his career last year and is already at 19 this 
season. But his production this season comes with a caveat: 
He’s shooting 20 percent. That screams unsustainable, so if 
Arizona values him as a 30-goal guy in trade talks, it doesn’t 
make sense to overpay.

 
 

 
 

Jarvis’ 1st career hat trick leads Hurricanes over Canadiens 

By Cory Lavalette 
 
RALEIGH — The Hurricanes dominated much of the first 40 
minutes against the visiting Canadiens but only had a tie to 
show for it going into the third period. 
 
Seth Jarvis and his teammates made sure the last 20 
minutes sealed the deal. 
 
Carolina scored three times in the first five minutes of the 
third period, and Jarvis completed his first career hat trick in 
a 6-2 win in front of a sellout crowd on Cam Ward Night on 
Thursday at PNC Arena. 
 
“That’s a pretty incredible feeling,” Jarvis said. “My dad and 
brother came in last night, so to have them here to witness 
that means the world to me. That’s something I dreamed of 
from when I was a little kid.” 
 
The 21-year-old scored his second and third goals in the 
third period, first extending Carolina’s lead to 4-2 when 
defenseman Brent Burns danced through the Montreal 
defense before creating a rebound Jarvis banged in and then 
scoring shorthanded with 20 seconds remaining. 
 
“He’s got that ability to do the special plays, and that was just 
all him right there,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
of Burns creating Jarvis’ second goal. “A little risky … but he 
has the ability to do that, and he’s pretty much done on this 
whole career.” 
 
The Hurricanes had nearly twice as many shots as the 
Canadiens through two periods but were tied 2-2 thanks to a 
late-period goal. 
 
Andrei Svechnikov was sent to the box on a questionable 
cross-checking call at 13:54 of the middle frame, giving the 
Canadiens a power play. Montreal winger Mike Hoffman 

passed from below the goal line to Rafael Harvey-Pinard for 
a one-timer that made it 2-2 with just under five minutes left 
in the period. It gave Harvey-Pinard seven goals in the last 
nine games. 
 
“We kind of let off the gas that second half of the second 
period,” Jarvis said. “They kind of gave it to us … so (we 
focused on) getting back to our game.” 
 
The Hurricanes came out for the third and quickly took 
control. 
 
Aho got his team-leading 24th goal of the season by scoring 
on a rebound of a Calvin de Haan shot at 2:05 of the third. 
Just 1:48 later, Jarvis scored his second of the night, then 67 
seconds after that Jordan Staal finished off a Jordan 
Martinook pass for his 15th goal of the season and a 5-2 
Carolina lead. 
 
Jarvis, who came into the game with just 67 seconds of 
shorthanded time this season, was sent out to help kill off a 
Carolina penalty in the final two minutes. 
 
Forward Derek Stepan banked a pass off the boards to 
spring him on a breakaway, and the second-year winger 
raced in on Montreal goalie Sam Montembeault (35 saves) 
and backhanded the puck into the top of the net for his 11th 
goal of the season and third of the night. 
 
“I was begging (assistant coach Tim Gleason),” Jarvis said of 
being put out on the PK. “I was grabbing on his pant leg to let 
me out there because sometimes they put me out there in 
those situations. I think I messed up the PK pretty good — 
there was a couple close calls. But you can’t argue with a 
shorthanded goal, so maybe that made it up.” 
 
Montreal had opened the scoring with a goal early in the first 
period. 
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De Haan failed to keep the puck in the Canadiens’ end on a 
pinch, allowing Montreal to rush up ice. 
 
Michael Pezzetta got behind the Hurricanes and fired a shot 
from the hash marks. Antti Raanta (20 saves) made the stop, 
but Pezzetta followed his shot and knocked the rebound out 
of the air and in to give Montreal a 1-0 lead at 3:24 of the 
first. 
 
The Hurricanes responded with two goals in just over 2½ 
minutes to take the lead. 
 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi — playing his third career game against 
the team that drafted him — led a 2-on-1 rush up ice. 
Kotkaniemi called his own number, driving the net and 
roofing a shot over Montembeault for his ninth goal of the 
season to tie the game at 12:14 of the first. 
 
Then Jarvis got his first of the game when Svechnikov won a 
race to the puck and got it to Aho. Aho quickly centered to 
Jarvis, who banged it in at 14:47 to give Carolina a 2-1 lead. 
 

The win gave Carolina victories in nine of its last 10 and 
improved the Hurricanes’ record to 36-10-8 with 80 points, 
the second-best record in the NHL and five points ahead of 
second-place New Jersey for first in the Metropolitan 
Division. 
 
Notes: Jarvis, Burns and Jaccob Slavin were all plus-4 on 
the night. Jarvis’ previous career best had been plus-2, 
accomplished 10 times. It matched a career high for both 
Burns (done four previous times, including earlier this year 
with the Hurricanes) and Slavin (three previous times). … It 
was the second three-assist game of Svechnikov’s career. … 
All 18 Hurricanes skaters recorded a shot on goal. 
Ward inducted into Hurricanes Hall of Fame 
 
Before the game, the Hurricanes held a ceremony to induct 
former goaltender Cam Ward as a charter member into the 
team’s new Hall of Fame. The four-person class also 
includes the three players who previously had their jerseys 
retired by the team: Brind’Amour, Ron Francis and Glen 
Wesley. 
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Recap: Jarvis Records First NHL Hat Trick As Canes Dominate Canadiens 

Svechnikov ties a career high with three assists 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - On the night where the Carolina Hurricanes 
inducted Cam Ward into the team's Hall of Fame, Seth Jarvis 
led the team to a 6-2 victory over the Montreal Canadiens. 
 
The Story 
 
Coming to Raleigh as winners of their last three games, the 
Canadiens stormed out of the gate as the better club. 
 
Testing Antti Raanta early, they'd then claim the first lead of 
the night after Michael Pezzetta knocked home the rebound 
of his own breakaway out of mid-air. 
 
But shortly after Montreal's lone goal of the first period, 
Carolina would then flip the switch and become the more 
dominant club. 
 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi then worked in against his former team 
and evened the contest at 1-1, before Seth Jarvis would pull 
the Canes in front 2:33 later with his first goal of the night. 
 
Their advantage would carry into the second period, but a 
lack of discipline allowed the Canadiens to even the affair 
with the lone goal of the 20-minute stretch. With Andrei 
Svechnikov in the box, Rafael Harvey-Pinard fired from the 
slot and sent the contest to the third locked at 2-2. 
 
However, that would be the final time of the night that the 
score was tied. 
 
Carolina burst back out for the third period with three goals in 
the first five minutes of the frame, starting with Sebastian 
Aho's team-leading 24th tally of the season. 
 
1:48 later, Jarvis earned his second of the night after a must-
see individual effort from Brent Burns. 
 
Then, to cap off the flurry, Jordan Martinook and Jordan 
Staal put Carolina up 5-2 to take complete control of the 
game. 
 
Holding Montreal to just six shots on goal over the final 20 
minutes, there was only one goal left to be found in the 
contest. It was a shorthanded one, and it was also the third 
of the night for Seth Jarvis. 
 
They Said It 

 
Seth Jarvis after netting his first career hat trick... 
 
"I don't think it's set in yet. It's a pretty incredible feeling. My 
dad and brother came in last night, so to have them here to 
witness it means the world to me. It's something I've 
dreamed of since a little kid, so to be able to do it with the 
help of my teammates meaning everything to me." 
 
Rod Brind'Amour describing his feelings regarding the pre-
game ceremony for Cam Ward... 
 
"It is emotional, a little bit. We saw Cam beforehand and we 
talked to him in the lead-up. I remember being in the hallway 
when I had my [jersey retirement] night and just going 
through all the emotions that I had, I knew he was having 
them. It's a lot of emotion because you realize you're getting 
old. Time's ticking and you want to cherish every memory 
you can. When you're young, you think [all these moments] 
are coming, but when you get up there, you know these are 
moments that are great. I'll remember it, but I know he will 
and that's what's special about it." 
 
Sebastian Aho on Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen 
being in the lineup, pre-game... 
 
"Sometimes it's mental. Our whole lineup is elite players. 
You can play with anyone, right? Sometimes shaking things 
up just gives you a little bit of an edge. KK's line scored and 
we scored, so it worked out tonight." 
  
Bonus Notes 
 
- The Canes advance to 36-10-8 with the win. 
- Antti Raanta closed out the victory with 19 saves on 21 
shots. He is now 11-0-2 in his last 14 appearances dating 
back to mid-November. 
- Seth Jarvis' hat trick now gives Carolina six on the season 
(Aho - 2, Svechnikov - 2, Martinook - 1, Jarvis - 1), tied for 
the league-high. 
- Jarvis also became the eighth different Canes player to 
score a shorthanded goal this season, tied with Edmonton 
for the most league-wide. 
- Sebastian Aho now has 18 points in his last 15 games. 
  
What's Next? 
 
The Canes are scheduled to practice outdoors on Friday, in 
preparation for Saturday's Stadium Series Game at Carter-
Finley Stadium against the Washington Capitals.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 17, 2023 

 

 

Jarvis scores hat trick for Hurricanes in win against Canadiens 

Svechnikov has 3 assists, Aho gets 2 points in Stadium 
Series tuneup 

By David Satriano 

RALEIGH, NC. -- Seth Jarvis scored his first NHL hat trick for 
the Carolina Hurricanes in a 6-2 win against the Montreal 
Canadiens at PNC Arena on Thursday. 
 
The Hurricanes pulled away with three goals in the first five 
minutes of the third period after the game was tied 2-2. 
 
"That's something I've dreamed of from when I was a little 
kid, so to be able to do that with the help of my teammates is 
everything for me," Jarvis said. "The whole day, I was just 
kind of happy and in a good mood. … Luckily, it paid off for 
me." 
 
Sebastian Aho had a goal and an assist, and Andrei 
Svechnikov had three assists for Carolina (36-10-8), which is 
11-1-1 in its past 13 games. 
 
Antti Raanta made 20 saves and set a Hurricanes/Hartford 
Whalers record by helping them get at least one point in 
each of his past 13 games (11-0-2). 
 
It was Carolina's final game before the 2023 Navy Federal 
Credit Union NHL Stadium Series against the Washington 
Capitals on Saturday (8 p.m. ET; ABC, ESPN+, SN360, 
TVAS2) at Carter-Finley Stadium, a college football venue. 
 
"I feel like the last few days, there's been a lot of talk about 
the outdoor game and what's going to happen when we get 
all that stuff, so I think we focuses really well tonight," Aho 
said. " ... Obviously tomorrow, we'll see the rink there and all 
that stuff. Can't wait." 
 
Michael Pezzetta and Rafael Harvey-Pinard each scored, 
and Sam Montembault made 35 saves for Montreal (23-28-
4), which had won three in a row. 
 
"I think we just let it slip and we got a little complacent," 
Pezzetta said. "And then once they got the one (to make it 3-
2), I think we just let off the gas a bit. They're a good hockey 
team. … I think they just capitalized on [their chances]." 
 
Aho gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead at 2:05 of the third 
before Jarvis scored his second of the game at 3:53 to make 
it 4-2. 

 
"That's awesome. Just happy for [Jarvis] to see him scoring 
goals; [it] brings his confidence up, and hopefully he gets the 
momentum going," Aho said. "Obviously he can score goals, 
everyone knows that, but that's hockey. Sometimes you 
need a night like this." 
 
Jordan Staal scored at 5:00 to extend the lead to 5-2. 
 
Jarvis, who completed the hat trick while short-handed with 
20 seconds left for the 6-2 final, said his family was in 
attendance. 
 
"It's a pretty incredible feeling," he said. "My dad and brother 
came in last night, so to have them here to witness [this], that 
means the world to me." 
 
Pezzetta gave the Canadiens a 1-0 lead at 3:24 of the first 
period, putting in a rebound of his own shot at the side of the 
net. 
 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi tied it at 1-1 at 12:14 when he skated in 
from his own zone before going backhand-to-forehand over 
Montembault's shoulder. 
 
Jarvis gave Carolina a 2-1 lead at 14:47 after a feed from 
Aho on a play that began with a Montreal turnover. 
 
"Special night for him," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said of Jarvis. "Super happy for 'Jarvy' that his dad and 
brother were here on this night that he does it and has a 
great game." 
 
Harvey-Pinard tied it 2-2 at 15:01 of the second period with a 
power-play goal on a one-timer off a pass from behind the 
net by Mike Hoffman. It was Harvey-Pinard's seventh goal in 
11 games since making his season debut Jan. 17. 
 
" I think that we all know we're a really, really good team as 
well," Canadiens forward Rem Pitlick said. "They are too and 
they made some good plays, and those guys buried those 
pucks and that is why they're a good team as well." 
 
NOTES: Jarvis (21 years, 15 days) became the fourth-
youngest player in Hurricanes history to score a hat trick 
behind Aho (19 years, 189 days, Jan. 31, 2017), Elias 
Lindholm (20 years, 96 days, March 8, 2015) and Eric Staal 
(20 years, 364 days, Oct. 28, 2005). … Jarvis, and 
defensemen Brent Burns (two assists) and Jaccob Slavin 
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were each plus-4; Canadiens forward Evgenii Dadonov, and 
defensemen Chris Wideman and Johnathan Kovacevic were 
each minus-4. … Carolina is 7-0-1 in its past eight games 
against Montreal. The Hurricanes have won nine straight 
home games against the Canadiens, the longest streak 

against one opponent in their history. Cam Ward became the 
first inductee into the Hurricanes Hall of Fame prior to the 
game. … Montreal forward Kirby Dach missed his first game 
this season because of an illness. 

Super 16: Hurricanes set for Stadium Series spotlight in their 1st outdoor game 

Event will showcase organization’s growth with ‘really unique 
experience’ 

By Tom Gulitti 

The Carolina Hurricanes have long envisioned themselves 
playing under the spotlight and amid the excitement that an 
NHL outdoor game can bring. That dream will finally become 
a reality when they host the Washington Capitals in the Navy 
Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series at Carter-Finley 
Stadium in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Saturday (8 p.m. ET; 
ABC, ESPN+, SN360, TVAS2). 
 
The NHL's 37th outdoor game will be a celebration of the 
uniqueness of Carolina hockey, featuring a college game-
day atmosphere complete with tailgating, a marching band, 
and a sellout crowd of about 57,00 at North Carolina State's 
football home. 
 
"It's fun to do things that are a little different, a new life 
experience," Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon said. "So, I 
think that's the most interesting thing is doing something 
different, and it fits well for our market between the tailgating 
and the college football to be able to do it right there in your 
parking lot. So, it's just something interesting and different." 
 
The Hurricanes will be the NHL's 28th team to play in an 
outdoor game, and it will be one of the highlights of their 25th 
anniversary season. A journey that began when the Hartford 
Whalers moved to North Carolina and became the 
Hurricanes in 1997 included the first two seasons in 
Greensboro Coliseum while they awaited the completion of 
their current home, PNC Arena, across the parking lot from 
Carter-Finley Stadium.  
 
There have been some ups and downs along the way. 
Carolina reached the Stanley Cup Final in 2002 before losing 
to the Detroit Red Wings and defeated the Edmonton Oilers 
to win the Stanley Cup in 2006. Hard times followed, and the 
Hurricanes missed the Stanley Cup Playoffs in nine straight 
seasons from 2009-10 to 2017-18, but they have 
experienced a renaissance since Rod Brind'Amour, captain 
of their 2006 Stanley Cup team, took over as coach to begin 
the 2018-19 season. 
 
Carolina, which entered Thursday at 35-10-8, is first in the 
Metropolitan Division and headed toward qualifying for the 
fifth straight season. 
 
"Just seeing the growth of the team and the organization 
from kind of where it was to where it is now, I just think it's 
special," said Brind'Amour, who was traded to the Hurricanes 

during the 1999-2000 season, their first in Raleigh. "It's 
special to be a part of something you see that can really 
compete with the top people on a regular basis, and I think 
we've done that the last few years, and be sustainable. And I 
think it's all about the young players you bring in, 
management has done a phenomenal job, and say what you 
want about Tom Dundon and this and that, [but] that's the 
reason we're even having this conversation because of what 
he's done to that franchise." 
 
When Dundon acquired a majority stake in the Hurricanes 
from Peter Karmanos on Jan. 11, 2018 (he became full 
owner June 30, 2021), they had fewer than 5,000 season 
ticket holders and their average attendance had dropped to 
11,776 (capacity of 18,680) in 2016-17. Since then, Carolina 
has nearly tripled its season ticket base and was averaging 
18,505 in attendance (99 percent capacity) prior to hosting 
the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday. 
 
Bringing an outdoor game to Carolina became a focus 
almost immediately after Dundon took controlling ownership 
because he felt the market needed a jump-start. The 
Hurricanes had hosted the 2004 NHL Draft and the 2011 
NHL All-Star Game, but an outdoor game is a much larger 
undertaking. 
 
"We needed to do things different," Dundon said. "If you 
think back five years ago, the previous eight or 10 years it 
wasn't very interesting to be a Carolina Hurricanes fan. For 
me, if you're going to ask people to support your team and 
your players and spend their money, they've got to get 
something for that. … Then, I was always confident that by 
the time we got it, the team would be good. It never crossed 
my mind that we weren't going to be a good team, so it felt 
like if we got an event like this, our fans would support it." 
 
Dundon was so confident an outdoor game in Carolina would 
be a success that in his first pitch to the NHL he offered to 
underwrite any financial losses the League incurred if it 
wasn't.   
 
"In the end, they didn't take me up on that, but to make sure 
we got it, I was willing to do it," Dundon said. "I think practical 
truth is the League is not going to do something they don't 
believe is going to be successful. So, maybe in hindsight, me 
being willing to do that, given I have more information than 
them about our market, maybe that gave them a little more 
confidence that it would work out this way. But they got to the 
same conclusion we did and awarded us the game, so it all 
worked."  
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The Hurricanes were originally slated to host the Stadium 
Series in 2020-21, but with that season shortened and 
played with limited attendance because of the pandemic, it 
was pushed back to this season. Dundon's belief was quickly 
proven justified when Carolina sold out its initial allotment of 
18,680 tickets (capacity for PNC Arena) within three hours. 
The Hurricanes had sold more than 30,000 tickets by early 
October, and the event went on to be one of the fastest 
sellouts among the NHL's outdoor games, according to NHL 
chief content officer Steve Mayer. 
 
"The enthusiasm for the game is great," NHL Commissioner 
Gary Bettman said. "Steve is going to outdo himself with the 
event group as he always does, and we're excited to be 
going there. This is a franchise under Tom Dundon that 
clearly has been on the rise both on and off the ice. It's great 
to see." 
 
Though Karmanos no longer owns the Hurricanes, he is 
excited as anyone to see the market get and sell out an 
outdoor game. He took the initial leap of faith 26 years ago 
by choosing Raleigh, where a new arena was being built for 
North Carolina State's basketball teams, as the franchise's 
eventual new home after also considering Columbus, St. 
Paul, Kansas City and San Diego.  
 
Columbus (Blue Jackets) and St. Paul (Minnesota Wild) 
would get NHL expansion teams that began play in 2000-01, 
but Karmanos was intrigued by the potential of the Raleigh 
area, which supported NCAA teams at North Carolina State, 
North Carolina and Duke, but had none in professional 
sports. 
 
"We had the market exclusively to ourselves and what we do 
with that will determine the success of the team," Karmamos 
said. "And it was true with Raleigh. If you look at the building 
now with a really good team and they've done a remarkable 
job, it's filled every night. … So, I'm very proud of the market. 
I'm very proud of the job that was done there." 
 
In fact, with the success of the Stadium Series ticket sales, 
the Carolina market has exceeded even Karmanos' 
expectations. When the NHL began scheduling more outdoor 

games following the success of the inaugural NHL Winter 
Classic in 2008, Karmanos remembers talking with then-
general manager Jim Rutherford about whether an outdoor 
game could work there. 
 
"We discussed whether we should apply for one of those 
games and we just didn't think it would be successful at that 
time," Karmanos said. "Our worry was whether or not we'd 
be able to sell enough tickets. So, I'm very, very pleased we 
were able to sell out this game so quickly." 
 
The game Saturday will be the main event capping two days 
of activities. Friday will feature the Carolina Hurricanes Fan 
Fest presented by UNC Health, with food trucks, live music, 
fireworks and the Stanley Cup, in downtown Raleigh, and a 
concert by Hootie and the Blowfish at PNC Arena.  
 
The parking lots around Carter-Finley Stadium and PNC 
Arena will open at 2 p.m. Saturday for an afternoon of 
tailgating and live music leading up to the game. Tailgating 
has long been a signature of Hurricanes home games when 
weather permits, particularly during the playoffs, but never on 
the scale expected Saturday. 
 
"I think they're opening the doors at 2 o'clock and the game 
is not until 8 o'clock, so that's just a whole boatload of time to 
have fun, and they do," said Capitals coach Peter Laviolette, 
who coached the Hurricanes' 2006 Stanley Cup team. "Both 
sides will get to experience that. You can't do that here (in 
Washington). You can't do it in the city. But in that setup 
where the football stadium is right there and the parking lot 
surrounds the rink, it makes for a really unique experience 
for a day of hockey.  
 
"They've mastered it down there." 
 
Dundon is so excited about what's to come in the next two 
days, he's already talking about hosting a second outdoor 
game. 
 
"The big thing is we had a pretty good idea it was going to be 
a success, and then you'd like to do it again," he said. "We 
want to get another one." 

 
Burns taking Hurricanes by storm, pumped for Stadium Series 

Defenseman enjoying 1st season in Carolina, ready for ‘cool 
event’ outdoors 

By Nicholas J. Cotsonika 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Brent Burns hustled out of PNC Arena on 
Thursday morning in a Carolina Hurricanes pullover and 
camouflage backpack, preparing to play the Montreal 
Canadiens that night. 

The defenseman does the same thing before most games: 
skate, get out of the rink fast, eat, recover, sleep, get back to 
the rink early. It's one of the reasons he has continued to 
play at a high level as he approaches his 38th birthday 
March 9. 

"I've kind of got a crazy routine," he said in the loading dock. 
"I'm usually down to the last couple minutes. I'm in a rush to 
get through the game day." 

But Burns said that every once in a while it's special to break 
the routine, to stop and savor the moment, to share it with 
family, friends and fans. 

He'll be a main attraction when the Hurricanes play their first 
outdoor game, hosting the Washington Capitals in the 2023 
Navy Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series at Carter-
Finley Stadium on Saturday (8 p.m. ET; ABC, ESPN+, 
SN360, TVAS2), across the parking lot from PNC Arena. A 
sellout crowd of about 57,000 is expected. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 17, 2023 

 

"I think it's just a great thing," he said. "You see how far this 
city's come with supporting our hockey. [PNC Arena] is one 
of the best buildings to play in. It's so loud every night. The 
support before the games, the tailgating, I still love it, coming 
in and just seeing the setups. It's going to be cool. It's a fun 
event." 

Burns has played in an NHL outdoor game once before. He 
scored for the San Jose Sharks in a 2-1 loss to the Los 
Angeles Kings in the Stadium Series before 70,205 at Levi's 
Stadium in Santa Clara, California, on Feb. 21, 2015.  

The goal was one of many highlights in his 11 seasons in 
San Jose. He helped the Sharks make the Stanley Cup Final 
in 2016, when they lost to the Pittsburgh Penguins in six 
games; won the Norris Trophy in 2016-17, when he was 
voted the NHL's best defenseman; and was a Norris finalist 
in 2015-16 and 2018-19. 

After Carolina acquired him in a trade July 13, Burns quickly 
found a new home in Raleigh. General manager Don 
Waddell said he arrived in days, bought a house and moved 
his family in their RV until the house was ready. 

When he showed up to training camp, the 6-foot-5, 230-
pound Adonis finished second in fitness testing. 

"He was all-in from Day One, and you can just see the life 
that he brings," Waddell said. "He's like a 21-year-old kid. 
He's got so much energy. I think he fits what we needed -- 
bigger body back there, power play, play with [defense 
partner] Jaccob Slavin. I can't say enough good things about 
him. He's fit in better than I could have even imagined. We're 
so fortunate to have him." 

Coach Rod Brind'Amour said much the same thing. 

"He's like a 21-year-old," Brind'Amour said. "He just wants to 
get better all the time. He's in there, like, 'What do I got to do 
differently? How do I get better? How do I adapt to what 
we're trying to do?' And he's got his ways of doing things, 
and you don't want to take that way. But he's always trying to 
get better. That's what makes him successful, and that's why 
he's still playing at a high level." 

Burns leads the Hurricanes in average ice time (23:17) and 
their defensemen with 40 points (11 goals, 29 assists) in 54 
games this season, helping the Hurricanes (36-10-8) rank 
second in the NHL standings behind the Boston Bruins. After 
having two assists in a 6-2 win against the Canadiens on 
Thursday, he has 12 points (six goals, six assists) over his 
past 13 games; Carolina has gone 11-1-1. 

He's averaging 0.20 goals per game, his best since 0.35 in 
2016-17, his Norris Trophy season. His average of 0.74 
points per game is his best since 1.01 in 2018-19, when he 
was runner-up for the Norris. 

Meanwhile, he has stretched his consecutive games played 
streak to 733, the 10th longest in NHL history. Four more 
games, and he'll tie Jay Bouwmeester for ninth. 

"You know what he's bringing to the table every night, and I 
think one of the biggest things he brings is his work ethic," 
Slavin said. "You see it in the locker room. You see it in the 
weight room. You see it on the ice. His love for the game is 
awesome, and so it's fun and easy to play with him." 

Maybe the move to Raleigh rejuvenated Burns, made him 
feel 21 again. As much as he loved San Jose and as much 
success as he had there, sometimes it's good to break the 
routine -- or at least move the routine to another venue. 

"I think we had a lot of excitement about it, and from Day 1, 
it's been great," Burns said. "I knew it was going to be a lot of 
change and a lot of work -- you know, nervous coming into a 
new place. But it really has been awesome. 

"It's a great group. The group works hard every day, 
obviously starting from the top. That culture is strong. It's 
something that's fun to be a part of every day. We have a lot 
of fun every day. It's a tight group. 

"It's been really fun for me to come in, from a place I was in a 
long time and felt really good with. Yeah, it's been fun. I think 
it's been really good for me to have those feelings and get 
nervous and feel that in the League." 

 
Ward honored as 1st member of Hurricanes Hall of Fame 

Former goalie played 13 seasons with Carolina, helped win 
Stanley Cup in 2006 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Cam Ward, who played 13 seasons for the 
Carolina Hurricanes, was inducted into the newly-established 
Hurricanes Hall of Fame before their 6-2 win against the 
Montreal Canadiens at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

As a rookie goalie, Ward won the Conn Smythe Trophy as 
most valuable player of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, leading the 

Hurricanes to a win over his hometown team, the Edmonton 
Oilers, in Game 7 of the 2006 Stanley Cup Final. 

Ward recalled coming to Carolina with "baby cheeks and 
frosted-tipped hair" after being selected in the first round (No. 
25) of the NHL Draft in 2002, wondering how he would 
survive an outdoor conditioning drill in the summer heat. But 
as an NHL rookie four years later, the 22-year-old replaced 
Martin Gerber in Game 2 of the Eastern Conference 
Quarterfinals and finished the playoffs with a 15-8 record, a 
2.14 goals-against average and .920 save percentage 
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"I can still remember exactly where I was on this ice when 
Joe Vasicek passed me the Stanley Cup to hoist up high," he 
said. 

Ward became the Carolina starter in 2006-07, winning 30, 37 
and 39 games in the next three seasons and helping the 
Hurricanes reach the Eastern Conference Final in 2009. 

"There were some great moments and some no-so-great 
moments in my time in Carolina, but one thing stayed clear 
throughout it all, and that was my love for this organization, 
this city and this fan base," Ward told the sold out crowd. "It 
is why my family and I call this place home. It is home." 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour, the captain of the 2006 
Stanley Cup team, celebrated Ward as one of the top players 
in the team's 25 year history 

"You can't have a hall of fame until you get some history," 
Brind'Amour said. "You've got to earn it. When you think of 
the Hurricanes' history, you can't not think of Cam Ward. He 
was our goalie that helped us win the Stanley Cup. He's a 
great representative of our organization. We had good times 
and bad times, but he did it right, and I couldn't be happier 
for him." 

Ward played 701 regular-season games, 29th in NHL 
history. He played his final season in 2018-19 with the 
Chicago Blackhawks. He finished his NHL career with a 334-
256-88 record, a 2.74 GAA, a .908 save percentage and 27 
shutouts.  

He went 23-18 with a 2.38 GAA, .917 save percentage and 
four shutouts in the playoffs. 

Brind'Amour and Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell 
presented Ward with a framed Hall of Fame banner and a 
custom mask painted by Carolina equipment manager Jorge 
Alves. 

Following the game, the Hurricanes did a Storm Surge 
celebration that involved dropping down to make a save in a 
nod to Ward, who clearly approved from his seat. 

"I used to hear it all the time when I played, that before you 
know it, your career will be over, that if flies by," Ward said. "I 
can now attest to that. And so I say to the players, enjoy it. 
Make the most of it and take advantage of the opportunity. 

"I look forward to watching this next generation come 
through, a generation and a team that can take us to the 
promised land and bring back the ultimate prize."

 
Stadium Series blog: Seth Jarvis 

Hurricanes forward reflects on scoring 1st NHL hat trick 
before outdoor game 

By Seth Jarvis 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Seth Jarvis will keep a blog 
throughout the 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL 
Stadium Series. The Hurricanes play the Washington 
Capitals at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
on Saturday (8 p.m. ET; ABC, ESPN+, SN360, TVAS2). In 
his first entry, Jarvis discusses scoring his first NHL hat trick 
in a 6-2 win against the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday 
and playing outdoors as a kid in Winnipeg. 

First of all, I'd take scoring a hat trick anywhere, but my 
preference would be to do it on home ice in front of the home 
fans, and to have it happen that way was super cool for me. 

The first two goals were kind of similar, with each being 
backdoor and just whacking at the puck. Obviously, great 
plays from Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov on the first 
one, and then Brent Burns on the second. It was nice to 
show off a little skill on the last one with a breakaway after 
Derek Stepan made a great heady play. 

This hat trick means a lot to me. My dad and my brother got 
into town last night. My dad, Ray, couldn't make it for the 
father's trip, but he caught the back end of it tonight. To have 
him here with my brother, Kayden, who have both played 
tremendous roles in my life, means a lot to me. I try not to 

get emotional about it because they mean more to me than 
they know. 

My last hat trick was during the COVID year when I was 18 
and playing for Portland of the Western Hockey League 
against Seattle. There were no fans, nothing. You had to 
wear a mask over your face. Not as fun, but a hat trick's a 
hat trick. 

Honestly now, it's about forgetting it once my head hits the 
pillow. I can't score any goals tomorrow. It's nice to score, 
but I can't dwell on this too much because I don't want to 
miss a moment of the Stadium Series. 

A lot of learning to forget about it has come with my struggles 
this year. I've gotten better at forgetting my game and 
forgetting a bad day, especially in the past couple of years 
moving to the professional level. You have to do that 
because it's a hard league, and you're not going to be great 
every night. It's a little bit easier to do that in juniors. 

It's helped me tremendously to be able to not overthink too 
much and not take myself out of games before they even 
start. 

I am looking forward to the Stadium Series. Hopefully, it 
doesn't rain Friday so we can get to Carter-Finley Stadium 
and skate a little bit. I am trying to envision it because I grew 
up playing on outdoor rinks in Manitoba -- but in a lot colder 
weather and a lot of different environments. 
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I started skating at 2 or 3 years old. I have a back lane that 
my house was on, so I could throw a football and hit the rink. 
It was a 15-second walk. I'd get home from school and I'd 
sprint out there, play all night and miss dinner. 

It was a lot colder there than here. It's called Tuxedo 
Community Centre in Winnipeg, with two run-down rinks 
when I was young. There was no netting on the nets, but it 
was all I could ask for.

 

 
 

Jarvis’ hat trick carries Hurricanes past Canadiens 6-2 

By Bob Sutton 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Seth Jarvis’ father missed the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ road game earlier this week that was 
part of the team’s annual trip accompanied by players’ dads. 
 
The young forward put on a show when his father showed up 
Thursday night. 
 
Jarvis had three goals for his first career hat trick and the 
Hurricanes scored three times in the first five minutes of the 
third period to beat the Montreal Canadiens 6-2. 
 
“A pretty incredible feeling,” Jarvis said. “My dad and my 
brother came in last night, so to have them here to witness 
that means the world to me.” 
 
Jarvis scored in the first and third periods for his first 
multigoal game of the season, capping his night with a short-
handed goal — the first of his career — with 19.8 seconds 
left. He has 11 goals this season, but had just two since 
Christmas before this outburst. 
 
“Special night for him,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “A nice, fitting way to end the game.” 
 
Jarvis had good vibes all day. “I woke up in a good mood for 
once,” said Jarvis, who’s in his second NHL season. “The 
whole day I was kind of happy, in a good mood. When I feel 
like that, coming to the rink with a smile on my face — I try to 
do that every day, but some days it’s a little bit easier. And 
that was one of those days for me and luckily it paid off for 
me.” 
 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal also 
scored for the Hurricanes, who have won nine of their last 
10. 
 
“Hopefully, he gets the momentum going,” Aho said. 
“Sometimes you need a night like this and it takes off.” 
 
Antti Raanta made 20 saves, while Andrei Svechnikov 
recorded three assists and Brent Burns had two. 
 

Michael Pezzetta and Rafael Harvey-Pinard scored for the 
Canadiens, but their three-game winning streak ended as 
they began a four-game road trip. Sam Montembeault 
stopped 20 shots. 
 
The Canadiens couldn’t stop the onslaught once the 
Hurricanes got rolling. “We just let it slip. We got a little 
complacent,” Pezzetta said. “They’re a good hockey team 
and they got a lot of good chances and they just capitalized 
on it.” 
 
Aho broke a 2-2 tie with his team-leading 24th goal of the 
season 2:05 into the final period. He fought in front of the net 
for a chance to get his stick on the puck. 
“That third period was how we want to play,” Aho said. 
 
Pezzetta opened the scoring 3:24 into the game with his 
fourth goal of the season. 
 
Kotkaniemi tied it less than nine minutes later, breaking away 
for a goal at 12:14 of the opening period against his former 
team. He was signed from the Canadiens on an offer sheet 
in September 2021 and has secured a point in all three of his 
career games against Montreal. 
 
Jarvis notched his first goal of the game later in the first 
period. 
 
Harvey-Pinard registered his seventh goal in 11 games this 
season on a power play with 4:49 left in the second period. 
 
NOTES: Montreal center Kirby Dach missed his first game of 
the season because of illness. ... The Canadiens failed to 
score in both visits to Raleigh in the 2021-22 season and 
their scoreless stretch in Carolina’s home arena extended to 
more than 179 minutes before scoring. ... A pregame 
ceremony was held to induct former Hurricanes goalie Cam 
Ward into the team’s new Hall of Fame. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Canadiens: At Toronto on Saturday. 
 
Hurricanes: Saturday night vs. Washington in a Stadium 
Series game at North Carolina State’s Carter-Finley Stadium.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, every team’s best trade 

By Kristen Shilton 

The NHL's 2023 trade deadline is March 3. We've seen two 
big deals consummated thus far -- with Vladimir Tarasenko 
joining the New York Rangers and Bo Horvat heading to the 
New York Islanders -- but we're pretty sure the volume will 
pick up in the coming weeks. 
 
For this week's edition of the Power Rankings, we identified 
the best trade that each team has made at the past five 
deadlines. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published Feb. 10. Points percentages are 
through Thursday's games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 80.56% 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Feb. 18), vs. OTT (Feb. 20), @ 
SEA (Feb. 23) 
 
Hampus Lindholm (2022). Boston shipped a hefty package 
of picks and prospect to Anaheim last season for Lindholm, 
then signed the 28-year-old to an eight-year, $52 million 
contract. He's worth every penny. Lindholm has boosted the 
Bruins' blue line to new heights this season, playing upwards 
of 24 minutes a night, pumping in points and packing a 
physical punch. That's a true game-changer. 
 
2. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 74.07% 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Feb. 18), vs. STL (Feb. 21) 
 
Patrick Marleau (2019). Carolina never expected Marleau to 
play for them; they just played the role of middleman. 
Toronto needed to dump Marleau's contract in 2019 and the 
Hurricanes took it on for draft capital, including a 2020 first-
round choice that became forward Seth Jarvis. The 21-year-
old has been an important addition for the Hurricanes (he 
had a 40-point freshman season in 2021-22) and projects to 
play a key role in the team's future. 
 
3. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 67.27% 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Feb. 18), @ CHI (Feb. 19), @ 
BUF (Feb. 21) 
 
Rasmus Sandin (2018). Toronto drafted Sandin in 2018 after 
GM Kyle Dubas swapped the No. 25 overall pick for the No. 
29 and No. 76 overall selections. Dubas selected Sandin at 
No. 29, and he has become an integral piece of Toronto's 
current blue line (not to mention its future). And with that 
extra pick at No. 76, Toronto got forward Semyon Der-
Arguchintsev, a 22-year-old bursting with potential. 
 
4. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 69.44% 
Next seven days: @ PIT (Feb. 18), vs. WPG (Feb. 19), vs. 
MTL (Feb. 21), vs. LA (Feb. 23) 
 
Vitek Vanecek (2022). New Jersey was desperate to improve 
its goaltending this past offseason. Landing Vanecek from 
Washington in July for a pair of draft choices has given the 
Devils what they needed -- a reliable No. 1 starter. Now, New 
Jersey looks like a legitimate Stanley Cup contender. Pretty 
clean work by GM Tom Fitzgerald. 
 
5. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 67.59% 
Next seven days: @ VGK (Feb. 18), vs. ANA (Feb. 21), vs. 
BUF (Feb. 23) 
 
Ryan McDonagh (2018). Former Lightning GM Steve 
Yzerman orchestrated a megadeal with the New York 
Rangers in 2018 to bring the Bolts their shutdown 
defenseman in McDonagh (plus forward J.T. Miller) for two 
impending Stanley Cup runs. Tampa Bay gave up a mix of 
players, prospects and picks to make it happen, but without 
McDonagh's blue-line presence, the Lightning would have 
been far less likely to become champs (twice over). 
 
6. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 64.55% 
Next seven days: @ MIN (Feb. 17), vs. CBJ (Feb. 18), vs. 
CHI (Feb. 22) 
 
Scott Wedgewood (2022). Dallas boosted its goaltending 
depth by adding Wedgewood in March from Arizona in 
exchange for a conditional fourth-round pick that will become 
a third if the Stars make playoffs this season. Which they will. 
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That's a solid complement for Jake Oettinger in net on a tidy 
return. Well done, GM Jim Nill. 
 
7. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 62.73% 
Next seven days: @ NJ (Feb. 19), @ NYR (Feb. 20), @ NYI 
(Feb. 22) 
 
Neal Pionk (2019). Winnipeg had a disgruntled Jacob Trouba 
on its hands in June 2019, and offered him to the Rangers 
for a first-round pick (that became defenseman Ville Heinola) 
and Pionk. Back then the trade seemed to favor New York, 
but Pionk has emerged as a minute-munching, wholly 
reliable top-pairing blueliner and Heinola (still just 21 years 
old) has a promising future too. 
 
8. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 66.67% 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Feb. 17), @ CGY (Feb. 18), vs. 
WPG (Feb. 20), @ DET (Feb. 23) 
 
Adam Fox (2019). Yes, the Rangers' recent trade for 
Vladimir Tarasenko has been so stunningly successful it 
almost ended up here. But let's not go overboard. New York 
acquired Fox from Carolina in 2019 for a second-round pick 
and conditional third. In turn, Fox has become the Rangers' 
top-pairing defenseman and just the second NHL blueliner -- 
after Bobby Orr -- to win a Norris Trophy before his third pro 
season. 
 
9. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 63.64% 
Next seven days: vs. TB (Feb. 18), @ CHI (Feb. 21), vs. 
CGY (Feb. 23) 
 
Jack Eichel (2021). The Golden Knights risked acquiring 
Eichel in November 2021 when he wanted an experimental 
surgery on a herniated disc in his neck. When Eichel got 
healthy, he proved Vegas right on rolling the dice. The 26-
year-old is an elite top-line player, producing at nearly a 
point-per-game pace this season. And Eichel's prime should 
be on display for years to come. 
 
10. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 60.91% 
Next seven days: @ ANA (Feb. 17), vs. ARI (Feb. 18), @ 
MIN (Feb. 21), @ NJ (Feb. 23) 
 
Kevin Fiala (2022). Los Angeles upgraded its attack last 
June by acquiring Fiala from Minnesota. He's the Kings' 
leading scorer this season, represented them at the NHL All-
Star Game and continues to make what L.A. gave up in the 
deal (Brock Faber and a first-round pick) look exceedingly 
reasonable for a difference-maker. 
 

11. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 61.82% 
Next seven days: vs. DET (Feb. 18), @ SJ (Feb. 20), vs. 
BOS (Feb. 23) 
 
Daniel Sprong (2022). Seattle hasn't made many trades, of 
course. But collecting Sprong from Washington last March in 
exchange for Marcus Johansson stands out. Sprong has 
carved out a solid bottom-six role, is producing the best 
numbers of his career this season and has scored some big 
goals for the Kraken. 
 
12. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 60.00% 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Feb. 17), @ COL (Feb. 19), vs. 
PHI (Feb. 21), @ PIT (Feb. 23) 
 
Brett Kulak (2022). It wasn't a splashy move by GM Ken 
Holland to pluck Kulak from Montreal last March for William 
Lagesson and two picks. It was a smart one. Kulak signed a 
four-year extension to stay in Edmonton and is a consistent 
second-pairing defender with good offensive upside who can 
play well with anyone. That's good value. 
 
13. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 59.43% 
Next seven days: @ STL (Feb. 18), vs. EDM (Feb. 19) 
 
Devon Toews (2020). Colorado took advantage of the 
Islanders' salary cap crunch and acquired Toews in October 
2020 for a pair of 2021 second-round picks. Highway 
robbery. Toews has blossomed into a premier defender, 
analytics darling and, crucially, a perfect partner for Cale 
Makar (and they've got the Stanley Cup rings to prove it). 
 
14. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 59.43% 
Next seven days: @ NYI (Feb. 17), vs. NJ (Feb. 18), vs. NYI 
(Feb. 20), vs. EDM (Feb. 23) 
 
Rickard Rakell (2022). Pittsburgh grabbed Rakell -- then a 
pending unrestricted free agent -- from Anaheim last season 
without giving up a first-round pick. That was ideal. Even 
better? Having Rakell sign a six-year, $30 million extension 
and work his way into a top-line role. Talk about a massive 
early return. 
15. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 54.39% 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Feb. 18), vs. DET (Feb. 21), vs. 
ANA (Feb. 23) 
 
Michal Kempny (2018). Washington sent Chicago a third-
round pick for Kempny in 2018. The Capitals' return was a 
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top-pairing defender for their ensuing run to a Cup 
championship. Injuries and age slowed Kempny after that, 
and he has since moved on from the NHL. But what he gave 
Washington at his best was more than enough. 
 
16. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 56.48% 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (Feb. 17), vs. NSH (Feb. 19), vs. 
LA (Feb. 21), @ CBJ (Feb. 23) 
 
Marc-Andre Fleury (2022). Wild GM Bill Guerin acquired 
Fleury -- a three-time Stanley Cup winner and future Hall of 
Fame goaltender -- from Chicago for a conditional second-
round pick last season. Low risk; high reward. Fleury isn't 
flawless, but he is durable and produces solid stats while 
standing tall as Minnesota's No. 1 netminder. 
 
17. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 55.45% 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Feb. 18), vs. PHI (Feb. 20), @ 
ARI (Feb. 22), @ VGK (Feb. 23) 
 
Jonathan Huberdeau/MacKenzie Weegar (2022). Calgary 
has yet to see Huberdeau's best. That's undeniable. But the 
trade Brad Treliving pulled off last July to bring Huberdeau 
and Weegar (plus prospect Cole Schwindt) from Florida? 
Stunner. The GM was in a tough spot when Matthew 
Tkachuk said he wouldn't re-sign with the Flames. Treliving 
made something of nothing, and there is plenty of time for 
Huberdeau -- now on an eight-year deal -- to find his footing. 
 
18. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 53.85% 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Feb. 18), @ MIN (Feb. 19), vs. 
VAN (Feb. 21), @ SJ (Feb. 23) 
 
P.K. Subban (2019). Some moves just have to be made. In 
2019, Nashville needed cap space to extend Roman Josi 
and sign Matt Duchene. The Predators sent Subban (and his 
$9 million annual cap hit) to New Jersey to get that done. 
Josi is inarguably Nashville's most important player, and 
Duchene has excelled (for the most part) in a top-six forward 
spot. 
19. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 54.72% 
Next seven days: @ SJ (Feb. 18), vs. TOR (Feb. 21), @ TB 
(Feb. 23) 
 
Tage Thompson (2018). No disrespect to GM Kevyn Adams' 
work on the Jack Eichel trade last November. But Buffalo's 
seriously feeling the benefits now from parting with Ryan 
O'Reilly and acquiring Thompson -- among other assets -- 
from St. Louis in July 2018. The towering centerman is at the 
core of the Sabres' resurgence, as the team's leading scorer, 
a budding playmaker and all-around offensive wrecking ball. 

 
20. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 53.51% 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Feb. 17), @ BOS (Feb. 18), @ 
PIT (Feb. 20), vs. WPG (Feb. 22) 
 
Jean-Gabriel Pageau (2020). The Islanders ponied up for 
Pageau in February 2020, sending Ottawa a first-, second- 
and third-round pick for the versatile forward. The 30-year-
old center has been worth the Islanders' investment (which 
included a six-year, $30 million extension) to be a Swiss 
Army knife in the team's offense; he can collect points while 
slotting into any situation across 5-on-5 and special teams. 
 
21. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 53.45% 
Next seven days: @ NSH (Feb. 18), vs. ANA (Feb. 20) 
 
Matthew Tkachuk (2022). Florida swapped its former top 
scorer (Jonathan Huberdeau) for its newest one. It's safe to 
say that the Panthers are pleased. The blockbuster deal last 
July sending Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar to Calgary 
for Tkachuk was a risk that has paid off; Florida's feisty 
forward has dominated offensively (with nearly 30 points 
more than his closest teammate) and Tkachuk represented 
the club well as the 2023 NHL All-Star Game MVP. 
 
22. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 55.56% 
Next seven days: @ SEA (Feb. 18), @ WSH (Feb. 21), vs. 
NYR (Feb. 23) 
 
Ville Husso (2022). Detroit traded with St. Louis at last year's 
draft, grabbing its now-No. 1 netminder in Husso for a third-
round pick. The deal is aging like a fine wine already, since 
Husso has been the Red Wings' inarguable MVP through a 
tough first season. The 28-year-old might just be hitting his 
peak, and that's good news for Detroit's future prospects. 
 
23. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 51.89% 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Feb. 17), vs. STL (Feb. 19), @ 
BOS (Feb. 20) 
 
Josh Norris (2018). Ottawa sent Erik Karlsson to San Jose in 
September 2018 for a return haul that had Norris -- one of 
the Sharks' top prospects -- at its center (along with a 
handful of other players and picks, too). Norris is one of the 
Senators' key core pieces now, despite being sidelined by 
injury most of this season. At age 23, there's plenty more 
Norris will have to offer as the Senators continue finding their 
way back to contending status. 
 
24. Philadelphia Flyers 
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Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 48.21% 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Feb. 18), @ CGY (Feb. 20), @ 
EDM (Feb. 21) 
 
Owen Tippett (2022). Philadelphia added the up-and-coming 
Tippett -- plus a first- and third-round draft choice -- by 
trading then-captain Claude Giroux to Florida last March. 
Giroux held all the cards selecting his next destination, but 
the Flyers made the most of their options by getting a power 
forward in Tippett who's just 23 years old and has so far 
exceeded expectations for Philadelphia in his best statistical 
season to date. 
 
25. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 50.93% 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Feb. 18), @ OTT (Feb. 19), @ 
CAR (Feb. 21), vs. VAN (Feb. 23) 
 
Justin Faulk (2020). St. Louis made waves acquiring Faulk 
from Carolina in 2020 for Joel Edmundson, a prospect and a 
draft pick. It took time for Faulk to find his fit, but the veteran 
has become a stalwart defensive defenseman providing 
stability -- and a few timely goals -- from the Blues' back end. 
 
26. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 45.45% 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Feb. 18), @ NJ (Feb. 21) 
 
Nick Suzuki (2018). Montreal traded its former captain Max 
Pacioretty to Vegas in September 2018 to acquire a future 
one in Suzuki. The 23-year-old does a lot more for the 
Canadiens than just wear their "C" -- he's the team's leading 
scorer this season and a foundational piece of the hopeful 
next chapter Montreal has been writing. 
 
27. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 41.82% 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (Feb. 18), @ NSH (Feb. 21), @ 
STL (Feb. 23) 
 
J.T. Miller (2019). Vancouver going all-in on acquiring Miller 
from Tampa in June 2019 was a controversial choice. The 
Canucks parted with a first-round and third-round choice, 
plus goalie Marek Mazanec, to grab the Bolts' middle-six 
winger. Miller grew into much more than that in Vancouver, 
operating near a point-per-game clip in a top-six role the past 
two seasons. 
 
28. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 40.18% 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Feb. 18), vs. SEA (Feb. 20), vs. 
NSH (Feb. 23) 
 

Erik Karlsson (2018). Controversial choice? Perhaps. San 
Jose swapped players and picks with Ottawa in September 
2018 to get Karlsson, signed him to a mammoth eight-year, 
$92 million extension and then watched injuries and 
inconsistencies eat away at Karlsson's abilities. That all 
changed this season with Karlsson back in the Norris Trophy 
conversation and boasting bona fide trade potential. If GM 
Mike Grier can find the right suitor, trading Karlsson away 
would be a major win for the Sharks, too. 
 
29. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 41.82% 
Next seven days: @ LA (Feb. 18), vs. CBJ (Feb. 19), vs. 
CGY (Feb. 22) 
 
Jack McBain (2022). Arizona pounced on McBain last March 
when it was clear the college free agent wouldn't be signing 
with Minnesota (which drafted him 63rd overall in 2018). For 
a paltry second-round draft choice, the Coyotes acquired a 
23-year-old forward who put up over a point per game at 
Boston College and has ample NHL potential. He's another 
exciting young player to aid in the Coyotes' build. 
 
30. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 34.55% 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Feb. 18), @ ARI (Feb. 19), vs. 
MIN (Feb. 23) 
 
Artemi Panarin (2017). Columbus targeted Panarin in a 2017 
draft day deal with Chicago and received one the most 
talented forwards the club has ever had. Panarin stuck 
around for only two seasons, but he was the first skater in 
franchise history to produce multiple 80-plus-point seasons 
and helped Columbus make the playoffs both seasons, too. 
 
31. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 34.91% 
Next seven days: @ OTT (Feb. 17), vs. TOR (Feb. 19), vs. 
VGK (Feb. 21), @ DAL (Feb. 22) 
 
A pair of picks (2022). Chicago isn't tiptoeing around a 
rebuild. It has leaned all the way in. That's why the 
Blackhawks sent Brandon Hagel to Tampa Bay last March 
for a first-round pick in each of the 2023 and 2024 drafts 
(plus Taylor Raddysh and Boris Katchouk). The depth of 
talent available in 2023 is said to be excellent, too, which 
only makes the move look better on Chicago's part. 
 
32. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 36.36% 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Feb. 17), @ FLA (Feb. 20), @ TB 
(Feb. 21), @ WSH (Feb. 23) 
 
Draft picks galore (2022). Anaheim is rebuilding, and so GM 
Pat Verbeek's attention is on the future. That's why shipping 
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Hampus Lindholm to Boston last March to stock the 
cupboards with a first-round pick, two second-round choices 
and defenseman Urho Vaakanainen (Boston's 18th overall 

pick in 2017) made so much sense. Sometimes the long 
game is the best one.

Praising the Stadium Series, the NHL’s wilder outdoor game 

By Greg Wyshynski 
 
It was the end of the KISS concert at Dodger Stadium in 
2014, when the group hit the final bombastic notes of "Rock 
and Roll All Nite" and the pyrotechnics illuminated the palm 
trees near the hockey rink. That was the moment I fell in love 
with the bizarre, audacious spectacle that is the NHL 
Stadium Series. 
 
Picture the Winter Classic as the nicest wedding you've ever 
attended. The Stadium Series is the after-party. Picture the 
Winter Classic as a Norman Rockwell painting. The Stadium 
Series is a black light poster with a flying saucer on it. 
 
"The Winter Classic is more traditional, historic. It's got that 
touch of snow -- whether it's real or fake," Steve Mayer, the 
NHL's senior executive vice president and chief content 
officer, told ESPN. 
 
"The Stadium Series is a little more modern. Colorful, 
graphic-oriented, progressive, interactive," Mayer said, 
entering into a brief word association mode, "nighttime, 
lighting, pyro ... let's go. It's where we do a lot of future 
thinking." 
 
Mayer was speaking from Raleigh, North Carolina, the site of 
Saturday night's game at NC State's Carter-Finley Stadium 
between the Washington Capitals and the Carolina 
Hurricanes (8 ET, ABC and ESPN+). 
 
It's the 13th edition of the Stadium Series. There have been 
14 Winter Classic games, with the next edition scheduled for 
T-Mobile Park in Seattle in January 2024. 
 
The Heritage Classic, the NHL's outdoor series held in 
Canadian venues, actually predates the Winter Classic. Its 
first edition was held in 2003 at Edmonton's Commonwealth 
Stadium, which is the site of the seventh Heritage Classic 
scheduled for October. There have been special edition 
outdoor games like the NHL 100 Classic and Centennial 
Classic in 2017, and those two melty 2021 outdoor games in 
Lake Tahoe during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Those other series have their singular charms. But none of 
them gave us California teams in outdoor hockey games or 
rinks inside military academies or NHL jerseys designed to 
be seen from space. 
In other words, none of them are the Stadium Series. 
 
The Stadium Series was, in some ways, born out of 
necessity. 
 
The Winter Classic was packing football and baseball 
stadiums, so it wasn't a surprise that the NHL wanted to 
expand the outdoor program in the U.S. outside of New 
Year's Day -- and give it a different vibe. 

 
"I think the success of the Winter Classic was why the 
Stadium Series was established," said Mayer, who joined the 
NHL in 2015. "Go back to that time: The Winter Classic was 
on fire. Everyone was talking about it. There was an interest 
to do more, but an interest to do something a little different." 
 
But the Stadium Series' debut in 2014 was a direct result of 
the revenue lost during the 2012 lockout, which cut the 2012-
13 regular season from 82 to 48 games. 
 
Holding five outdoor games -- Los Angeles, Chicago, two at 
Yankee Stadium in New York and a Heritage Classic in 
Vancouver -- was a surefire way to create a river of new 
revenue, and the owners and players both signed off on it. 
 
"When you get into markets like Vancouver and see the 
mittens and the toques and the scarves and everything, it's 
almost like having [another] NHL team with all the revenue 
that's created," John Collins, then the COO of the NHL, told 
me in 2013. 
 
But another motivation for the games was to get more teams 
involved. By 2013, there had been five Winter Classic games 
but only eight teams were involved -- the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and Philadelphia Flyers had already played twice. 
Only two Western Conference teams -- the Original Six 
stalwart Detroit Red Wings and Chicago Blackhawks -- had 
appeared in the Classic. The Stadium Series would provide 
more outdoor game opportunities to other teams and cities, 
while allowing the NHL to reuse some franchises outside of 
the Winter Classic. 
 
"That's certainly the opportunity. To get to more markets 
sooner, and to get back to markets that worked," Collins told 
me in 2013. "Boston was a great experience. Philadelphia 
was a great experience. But if we're only doing one game a 
year, we're not getting back there in 10-15 years." 
 
(In fact, it would be 13 years before the NHL hit Fenway Park 
again, with a visit to Gillette Stadium in Foxborough for the 
2016 Winter Classic.) 
 
The participants themselves are one of four reasons the 
Stadium Series rocks: 
 
1. The teams 
 
With the Hurricanes hosting the Capitals on Saturday and 
the Seattle Kraken hosting the Vegas Golden Knights next 
January, there are now only three teams that have yet to 
participate in an NHL outdoor game: The Arizona Coyotes, 
Columbus Blue Jackets -- seriously, CBJ vs. Pittsburgh at 
the Horseshoe has to happen -- and the Florida Panthers, 
whose ears perked up when commissioner Gary Bettman 
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recently said the NHL was exploring an all-Sunshine State 
outdoor game with the Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning. 
 
"We're really proud that we're almost there, where every 
single NHL team will have participated in an outdoor game," 
Mayer said. "Without the Stadium Series, we wouldn't have 
that." 
 
The Stadium Series got weird right from the start in 2014: 
The Anaheim Ducks and Los Angeles Kings playing an 
outdoor hockey game at Dodger Stadium, complete with 
palm trees around the rink and KISS on levitating platforms. 
The New York Rangers were the away team -- per their 
contract with Madison Square Garden -- for two games 
against the New York Islanders and the New Jersey Devils at 
Yankee Stadium. The other Stadium Series game that year 
played the hits: The Penguins and the Blackhawks, two 
Winter Classic veterans, at Soldier Field. 
 
It was one of six outdoor games in which the Blackhawks 
appeared from 2009 to 2019. 
 
"I can laugh about it now. About how at one point the running 
joke was, 'Oh, the Chicago Blackhawks are playing? It must 
be an outdoor game,'" Mayer said. "There was a consistency 
of a few teams playing in these games. But they were 
participating in these games for all the right reasons: They 
were incredible successful and drew big ratings." 
Sometimes you have to put the most popular teams on the 
ice. Brian Babineau/NHLI/Getty Images 
 
The Kings returned to the Stadium Series in 2015 to face the 
San Jose Sharks at Levi's Stadium, home of the NFL's San 
Francisco 49ers. In 2016, the Minnesota Wild made their 
outdoor game debut against the Blackhawks at TCF Bank 
Stadium in Minneapolis, and the Colorado Avalanche played 
their first outdoor game against the Red Wings at Coors 
Field. 
 
The Penguins and Flyers played a home-and-home Stadium 
Series duo of games in 2017 (Heinz Field) and 2019 (Lincoln 
Financial Field). Sandwiched in between was a game 
between the Toronto Maple Leafs and the Capitals at Navy-
Marine Corps Memorial Stadium in Annapolis, Maryland. The 
NHL went military again in 2020 with the Kings and 
Avalanche at the Air Force Academy in Colorado, which 
happened right before the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The Stadium Series returned in 2022 with an absolute party 
in Nashville between the Predators and the Lightning at the 
home of the Tennessee Titans. Please recall the "Outlaw 
Bikers vs. Canadian Tuxedos" battle during player arrivals. 
 
"I think that what we've done in the last few years is try to 
share the wealth and open it up to more teams," Mayer said. 
 
And more teams meant more distinctive locations. 
 
2. The venues 
 
I still think about that Dodger Stadium game. Not just 
because it gave us this iconic photo of Gary Bettman 
meeting KISS, but because of the audacity of its staging: 

Having volleyball players and deck hockey games on the 
field and embracing all that California kitsch inside of an 
iconic venue. 
 
It was really the first time the NHL let its freak flag fly for one 
of these outdoor games. I'm not sure we get the giant 
cowboy boot at the Cotton Bowl or the "Ice Diamond" at 
Fenway without this game setting the surreal tone. 
 
It was also the first event in the "outdoor game era" that was 
intended to be played at night. The 2011 Winter Classic 
between the Penguins and Capitals was shifted to the 
evening due to weather concerns. When the Hurricanes host 
the Capitals this weekend, it'll be under the lights in prime 
time. 
 
There's another first for the Stadium Series in Raleigh: NC 
State students in attendance will enjoy the entirety of the 
game from the field, giving the whole thing a college sports 
vibe. 
 
The Stadium Series has been played in four college 
stadiums, including the only two games the NHL has played 
at military academies, as well as five NFL venues and three 
MLB parks. 
 
The first military academy the NHL approached was the 
United States Military Academy at West Point. But Michie 
Stadium was due to undergo renovations that didn't fit the 
NHL's timeline, so the league turned its attention to the 
Naval Academy in Annapolis instead for a 2018 game. 
 
"That obviously was one of our more successful games," 
Mayer said. "Then we went to the Air Force Academy ... and 
we're still waiting on Army. That's still out there. At some 
point, we'd love to go. I just have no idea when." 
 
(If the NHL is looking for a spot to get the Florida Panthers 
into an outdoor game and doesn't want to risk the Floridian 
climate, they seem like a natural fit for Army. Owner Vincent 
Viola is an Army grad who was nominated to be Secretary of 
Army during the Trump administration. Also, their logo is 
inspired by the Army's 101st Airborne Division patch.) 
 
Both of those venues featured sharply dressed cadets. And 
fashion is a key part of the Stadium Series' appeal. 
 
3. The jerseys 
 
This is, perhaps, the greatest point of demarcation between 
the Winter Classic and the Stadium Series. Look no further 
than the Predators. 
 
In 2020, Nashville played in the Winter Classic against the 
Dallas Stars. Their jerseys featured the team name in script 
across the chest inside a bright yellow stripe. Adidas, which 
helped create the jersey, said it had a "heritage aesthetic, 
featuring designs inspired by Nashville's rich hockey history 
and its passionate hockey fan base." 
 
In 2022, Nashville hosted the Stadium Series. This time, their 
sweater had the word "SMASHVILLE" written in the same 
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block lettering as an old concert poster, with a guitar pick in 
the middle. 
 
"The object of the Winter Classic is to look back. That's what 
informs all of our design and storytelling," said Nic Corbett, 
director of sports marketing for Adidas. "When we look at the 
Stadium Series, it's all about the future. It gives us a chance 
to work with the teams and the league to really create some 
bold looks." 
 
The NHL, led by executive vice president of marketing Brian 
Jennings, and Adidas have thrown every forward-thinking 
idea they could into the Stadium Series jerseys. There were 
metallic logos. There were logos that stretched from arm to 
arm, like the Capitals' "Weagle" jerseys this season. There 
were never before seen variations of classic jerseys: 
Remember the gold logo on that Penguins sweater? 
 
The single greatest fashion show in Stadium Series history 
happened at Air Force Academy. The Kings wore a diagonal 
"LA" logo with little speed lines that made it look like it was 
rushing uphill -- maybe a little roller hockey, but hey, what do 
you think they play in SoCal? They also rocked metallic 
chrome helmets that became so iconic that the team used 
them again as part of their heritage jerseys in 2021. 
 
The Avalanche, meanwhile, wore an "A" logo that mimicked 
both the triangular shape it modeled after Air Force's Cadet 
Chapel and the Rocky Mountains. Matty Merrill, director of 
design for Adidas hockey, called it "probably the largest 
hockey crest of all time on perhaps the largest hockey stripes 
of all time." 
The Kings-Avs clash in 2020 featured two of the most 
memorable sweaters in recent memory -- and L.A.'s chrome 
buckets didn't hurt the aesthetic value, either. John 
Crouch/Icon Sportswire via Getty Images 
 
Corbett said the designers were also inspired by those who 
might be watching a game at the Air Force Academy. 
 
"One of the bullet points that we had was that there's 
probably a graduate from the Air Force Academy on the 
International Space Station," he said. "And when that space 
station circles around that stadium in that day, we want that 
individual to be able to see the uniforms. We want them to be 
that bold." 
 
Now that's bold. 
 
4. Finally, the undersaturation? 
 
Mayer remains in awe that the NHL produced five outdoor 
games in 2014. 
 

"Now that I know how difficult these games are to put on, I 
have no idea how they pulled that off," he said. 
 
Five is a bit much. Then again, a lot of NHL fans feel two are 
a bit much. Cries of "oversaturation!" have echoed since the 
past decade, leading directly to things like Blackhawks 
fatigue. 
 
"Are there too many games? Should we just do the Winter 
Classic?" Mayer asked rhetorically. 
 
His answer, unsurprisingly, is of course not. His justification 
is that, like politics, all NHL outdoor games are local. 
 
"It's amazing here. Everybody is talking about this game," 
Mayer said. "Whether it resonates nationally or 
internationally like it used to ... maybe it doesn't. But in the 
local market, it kicks butt. And we see this every single time." 
 
It's the same argument you hear the NHL make when it 
comes to the Winter Classic and the NHL All-Star Game: 
Maybe they don't dominate the conversation or draw the 
television audience that they once did, but if you're in town 
for one, it's like the Super Bowl. 
 
"This market is outstanding," Mayer said of the upcoming NC 
State game. "I'm telling you: If we put another game up for 
sale, we'd sell it out as well." 
 
Mayer also believes that there are so many more outdoor 
locations to conquer. 
 
"I don't think there are too many venues we haven't visited 
and scouted," he said. "I always love the suggestions: 'We 
should play a game at Lambeau Field!' Every building is in 
play. There are just so many factors as to when and why. We 
want to spread the wealth." 
 
But the Stadium Series could also offer the chance for the 
NHL to revisit some of its previous outdoor hits. The league 
has used the same U.S. outdoor venue only three times: 
Heinz Field in Pittsburgh, Yankee Stadium in New York and 
Fenway Park in Boston. 
 
"There are other buildings that we've gone to that we might 
go to again," Mayer said. "They're not off the table at all. We 
may revisit a few places in a creative way." 
 
Creativity has been the essence of the Stadium Series. 
Unique venues. Bold fashions. Uncommon participants. It's 
only going to get weirder, and we're here for it. 
 
"Some fans might think that we've done too many," Mayer 
said. "But we think there's value in doing them. So we're 
going to keep doing them." 
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NHL Power Rankings: Rangers rounding into form as Stanley Cup contender 

By Austin Nivision 
 
The New York Rangers are a problem. They have been 
rolling for a while, and are now are making a charge towards 
the top of the NHL Power Rankings. 
 
Since Jan. 1, the Rangers are 12-2-2, good for the best 
record in the NHL. During this run, the Rangers have 
averaged 3.75 goals per game and own a goal differential of 
plus-21. Both of those numbers rank in the top 10. 
 
On top of that success, the Rangers have loaded up for a 
deep postseason run. General manager Chris Drury struck a 
deal with the St. Louis Blue to acquire Vladimir Tarasenko, 
who has fit right in with his new team. With Tarasenko in the 
top six, the Rangers look like a bona fide contender. 
 
As the Rangers heat up down the stretch, here are the 
updated NHL Power Rankings. 
 
1 Hurricanes  Carolina came back from its bye week and 
got mauled by the Rangers, or more specifically, Artemi 
Panarin. The Rangers have already made a big splash on 
the trade market with the move for Tarasenko. It could only 
be a matter of time before the Hurricanes respond.  -- 
 36-10-8 
 
2 Rangers  It is good to be the Rangers these days. 
Tarasenko scored in his debut on Friday night. He already 
seems to have chemistry with Panarin, who scored four 
goals against the Hurricanes. With each passing day, New 
York looks more and more like a big-time threat in the 
Eastern Conference.  4  32-14-8 
 
3 Bruins  Have the Bruins finally started to cool off? Boston 
has been more vulnerable recently with four losses in its last 
five games, and worse, the underlying numbers have been 
trending in the wrong direction. Since Jan. 14, the Bruins 
have controlled just 49.32% of the expected goals at five-on-
five, per Natural Stat Trick.  1  41-8-5 
 
4 Lightning  Brandon Hagel is thriving. He's already set 
new career highs in assists (24) and points (46). He could 
set a new career high in goals any day now, and Hagel is on 
pace to finish the season with 35 tallies. Hagel has been yet 
another brilliant addition by the Tampa front office.  1 
 35-16-3 
 
5 Devils  With Jack Hughes out of the lineup for a while, 
other players have to step up in order for the Devils to create 
offense. That's why it's a good sign that Tomas Tatar broke 
out of an eight-game goal drought to score twice against the 
Wild on Saturday. They'll need more of that while Hughes is 
on the shelf.  2  35-14-5 

 
6 Maple Leafs  After the Leafs split a back-to-back series 
against the Blue Jackets over the weekend, Auston 
Matthews could return as soon as Wednesday. Even if 
Matthews does need a few more days of rest, the team's 
next three games are against the Blackhawks and 
Canadiens.  2  33-14-8 
 
7 Avalanche  The Colorado Avalanche have made up 
ground in the Western Conference playoff race, and 
goaltending has had a lot to do with that. Alexandar Georgiev 
and Pavel Francouz have both been strong, combining for 
9.42 goals saved above average since Jan. 14, according to 
Natural Stat Trick.  1  29-19-5 
 
8 Oilers  There is chatter that the Oilers are trying to pull off a 
trade for Erik Karlsson ahead of the deadline. Can they make 
the money work? I have no idea. Would it be a good long-
term financial decision for Edmonton? Probably not. Would it 
be worth it just to see Karlsson hitting Connor McDavid with 
seam passes over and over again? Absolutely.  1 
 30-19-6 
 
9 Kings  Don't get too close to Adrian Kempe without 
wearing a fireproof jumpsuit. In his last three games, Kempe 
has taken 14 shots and scored on seven of them. In the 
Kings' 6-0 thumping of the Penguins on Sa 
turday night, he scored four straight goals, a feat 
accomplished just six other times in the last 30 years.  4 
 30-18-7 
 
10 Stars  The Stars haven't exactly been lighting up 
the scoreboard recently. Dallas has scored 13 goals in its 
last six games, and some of the top scorers have hit mini 
skids. The Stars have managed to keep picking up points 
thanks to goalie Jake Oettinger, but they probably need to 
pursue more scoring ahead of the deadline.  1  30-14-
11 
 
11 Golden Knights  Vegas entered its bye week as 
one of the coldest teams in the NHL. In three games since 
their bye week and the All-Star Break, the Golden Knights 
have scored 17 goals. Regression can be a good thing too, 
folks. When Vegas is playing like this, it looks like an 
extremely dangerous team in the Pacific Division.  6 
 33-18-4 
 
12 Jets  After returning from injury on Jan. 6, Nikolaj Ehlers 
got off to a strong start with three goals in his first five 
games. Since that time, Ehlers has just one goal in 10 
games. That said, things aren't as bad as they seem on the 
surface. Ehlers' shooting percentage has been miserably low 
(3.13%) throughout his drought. Things should turn for him 
sooner rather than later. 34-20-1 
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13 Kraken  The Kraken have really stumbled out of the 
All-Star break. They dropped their first three games in 
regulation before getting back in the win column against the 
Flyers on Sunday. Seattle's offense was due to come back to 
Earth, and that has happened. We'll see whether the team 
can get back on track with Vegas and Los Angeles heating 
up.  4  31-18-6 
 
14 Panthers  It hasn't always been pretty, but the 
Panthers have clawed their way back into playoff contention. 
One player who deserves a lot of credit for that is Sergei 
Bobrovsky. Over the last month, Bobrovsky is second in the 
NHL in goals saved above average with 6.90, per Natural 
Stat Trick.  4  28-24-6 
 
15 Flames  If Calgary can stop shooting itself in the 
foot, it might be able to make a real run at a playoff spot. 
Last week, the Flames dropped an incredibly winnable game 
against the Red Wings, but frustration levels were off the 
charts on Monday night. That's when the Flames held a two-
goal lead on the Senators with under three minutes left in the 
third period before losing in overtime.  --  25-19-
11 
 
16 Penguins  If the Penguins are going to hang on to a 
playoff spot, I would recommend that Sidney Crosby remain 
in game for the full 60 minutes. Crosby got ejected from 
Saturday's 6-0 loss to the Kings, which was a first in his 
career. That's just a lesson to all the young kids watching at 
home. No matter how much you've accomplished, keep 
striving to achieve more.  4  27-17-9 
 
17 Wild  The Wild snapped a three-game losing streak with a 
win over the Devils on Saturday, but they followed that up 
with a shootout loss to the Panthers. Several players have 
struggled over the last couple of weeks, but Matt Boldy has 
had an especially tough time. He has just one assist in his 
last six games, and his five-on-five numbers have been 
troubling.  3  28-21-5 
 
18 Sabres  I regret to inform everyone that the Sabres 
have now lost three straight games in regulation and four 
straight games overall. That has dealt a massive blow to the 
team's playoff chances, but Buffalo does have multiple 
games in hand over its biggest competition for a wild card 
spot. The Sabres now face a lot of pressure to close out their 
SoCal swing with a pair of wins over the Ducks and Sharks. 
 8  27-22-4 
 
19 Capitals  Alex Ovechkin has carried the Capitals 
offense for most of the season. He has 32 goals this year, 
and the next closest player is Marcus Johansson with 13. 
Washington has to find a way to manufacture more offense 
with teams like the Islanders and Panthers breathing down 
their neck.  3  28-23-6 
 
20 Senators  Since Jan. 1, the Senators have been 
playing at a 96-point pace, and they have won seven of their 
last 10 games. It's too late for Ottawa to really get back into 
the playoff picture, but this team is headed in the right 
direction. Brady Tkachuk and Tim Stützle are well on their 
way to stardom.  2  26-24-3 

 
21 Islanders  The good news for the Islanders is that Bo 
Horvat has gotten off to a good start on Long Island with 
three goals in five games. The bad news is that the team's 
results haven't been much better. The Isles have now lost 
three in a row to the Canucks, Canadiens, and Senators. 
 2  27-23-7 
 
22 Red Wings  The longer the Red Wings wait to sign 
Dylan Larkin, the more expensive he will be. His price has 
been shooting up by the day lately. In his last four games, 
Larkin has scored five goals while adding a pair of assists. It 
would be hard to imagine him not being in a Red Wings 
jersey next season, but if he hits free agency, Larkin will 
have plenty of suitors.  1  26-20-8 
 
23 Predators  After losing Filip Forsberg to injury on 
Saturday, the Predators lost a home game to the Coyotes on 
Monday. It has been a rough week for Nashville, and the 
team's eight-year postseason streak is in jeopardy with the 
Bruins coming to town.  2  25-21-6 
 
24 Canadiens  Montreal has now won three straight 
games, and the team's chances to land the No. 1 overall pick 
have dipped to 8.0%, according to MoneyPuck. Let's not get 
carried away with this winning thing, Habs.  1  23-28-
4 
 
25 Blues  Since trading Vladimir Tarasenko, the 
Blues have won two in a row while scoring six goals in each 
game. Maybe if they trade Ryan O'Reilly and Ivan Barbashev 
they'll be back in a playoff spot by March.  1  26-25-
3 
 
26 Coyotes  The Coyotes now have points in six 
straight games and are 3-0-3 in that stretch, and Jacob 
Chychrun has been a healthy scratch for the last two 
contests. This team may have slightly hurt the organization's 
chances at the No. 1 overall pick, but the players and head 
coach André Tourigny. This team hasn't been a doormat for 
playoff hopefuls.  5  19-28-8 
 
27 Sharks  With Bo Horvat and Vladimir Tarasenko off 
the trade market, the Sharks are now the belle of the ball as 
the trade deadline approaches. Timo Meier already has a 
handful of suitors, Erik Karlsson is now on track to tally 108 
points this season, and even Alexander Barabanov looks like 
an attractive trade chip. San Jose might wind up with every 
pick in the 2023 draft at this rate.  1  17-28-11 
 
28 Flyers  Carter Hart has been tremendous for the 
Flyers over the last month. Since Jan. 14, Hart has posted 
6.90 goals saved above average, which leads the NHL in 
that span. Hart's resurgence this year has been an 
encouraging sign for the future of the franchise.  4 
 22-24-10 
 
29 Canucks  I was ready to give the Canucks a lot of 
credit for holding their own on a three-game series in the 
greater New York area. They went 1-1-1 against three tough 
opponents, and every game was close. Then, Vancouver got 
blasted by the Red Wings twice in a row. You win some, you 
lose some  1  21-30-4 
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30 Blackhawks  Patrick Kane has been speaking like a 
man who has turned in his two-week notice. First, Kane said 
he was "not the happiest" that the Rangers traded for 
Tarasenko. Then, he essentially said the Blackhawks 
mismanaged Kirby Dach before trading him to the 
Canadiens.  3  16-32-5 
 
31 Ducks  Anaheim has a few defensemen on 
expiring contracts, and they could all be trade targets. The 
issue is that their trade value may never be lower than it is 

right now. John Klingberg, Dmitry Kulikov, and Kevin 
Shattenkirk have combined for a goal differential of minus-55 
at five-on-five.  2  17-32-6 
 
32 Blue Jackets  Vladislav Gavrikov is on the trade block, 
and his name has been thrown around in rumors for a couple 
of weeks. I'm open to the idea that he will improve in a better 
situation, but he has been very underwhelming this year. If 
Columbus can get a premier asset in return for him, it will be 
a good piece of work by GM Jarmo Kekäläinen. 

 
 
 

 

 
Scoring quick and hat tricks: Canes, Jarvis ride dominant third period to victory over Habs 

By Ryan Henkel 
 
On the night that Cam Ward was enshrined in the Carolina 
Hurricanes Hall of Fame, the Canes put together a dominant 
offensive effort, smashing the Montreal Canadiens 6-2 
Thursday night at PNC Arena. 
 
While a lot of the attention was on Ward, Canes forward Seth 
Jarvis sort of stole the spotlight as he picked up his first 
career NHL hat trick. 
 
It wasn’t pretty early for the Hurricanes as the Montreal 
Canadiens, fielding what’s essentially a 50% AHL roster, 
kept pace with them and eventually even struck first. 
 
A misplay in the o-zone by Calvin de Haan ended with 
Michael Pezzetta getting in alone on Antti Raanta. Raanta 
actually made the initial save, but Pezzetta apparently was a 
dual-athlete when he was younger as he dexterously 
baseball batted the puck out of midair and past Raanta. 
 
“I liked our game for the most part tonight,” said head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. “We gave up a couple of chances that 
we’d like to have back, but that’s the NHL. You’re going to 
give up some opportunities. I liked how we played hard. I 
thought tonight I thought we were solid for the most part, 
especially the third.” 
 
That goal must have shocked the Canes back into focus 
because it didn’t take long for them to strike back. 
 
After being sprung from the defensive zone by a Martin 
Necas half-wall play, Jesperi Kotkaniemi raced up the ice 
with Teuvo Teravainen on a 2-on-1. However, KK didn’t 
utilize his fellow Finn, instead electing to take it all the way 
himself where he finished off the rush with a backhander, 
top-shelf. 
 

And moments after that, Andrei Svechnikov won a puck 
battle, forcing a turnover in the offensive zone. He got the 
puck up to an incoming Sebastian Aho who swiftly found 
Seth Jarvis alone in front of the net for the go-ahead goal. 
 
The Canes put the pressure on from there, but halfway 
through the second period, they started to lose some steam. 
Montreal and Carolina played some ugly, neutral zone 
nothingness and eventually Svechnikov was whistled for an 
iffy penalty after muscling Justin Barron off of a puck. 
 
The Habs scored on the ensuing power play as Mike 
Hoffman, from below the goal line, found Rafael Harvey-
Pinard in the low circle for a one-timer blast to tie it back up. 
 
So if that first goal against them shocked their systems, this 
goal sent the Hurricanes into maximum overdrive. 
 
“The third period was textbook how we want to play,” 
Sebastian Aho said. “It was a good win.” 
 
Just over two minutes into the third period, Aho was on the 
spot with the net front presence to collect and pot a Calvin de 
Haan shot. 
 
Then a minute or so after that, Jarvis got to the net front to 
push in a Brent Burns shot. The fact that Burns even got the 
shot off on net in the first place was crazy being that he 
stickhandled through four Canadiens along the way. 
 
“He’s a great player and then he’s got the ability to do the 
special plays and that was just all him,” Brind’Amour said. “A 
little risky. He’s the last man back and dangling two 
defenders and goes right back, but he has the ability to do 
that and he’s pretty much done that his whole career.” 
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About another minute after that, the Canes’ third line joined 
in on the fun as Jordan Martinook found Jordan Staal on the 
rush and the captain buried it. 
 
So in just five minutes, the Hurricanes scored three more 
goals to push their lead out of reach. 
 
As the game came to a close, Kotkaniemi found himself back 
in the box and Jarvis somehow was out there on the ice for 
the penalty kill. 
 
One clear later, Jarvis is sprung on a breakaway and he 
finishes it to complete the hat trick. 
 
“I was begging [Gleason],” Jarvis said about getting out there 
for the final penalty kill. “I was grabbing on his pant leg to let 
me out there because sometimes they put me out there in 
those situations. I think I messed up the PK pretty good 
there. There were a couple of close calls, but you can’t argue 
with a shorthanded goal so maybe that made up for it.” 
 
“I don’t think it’s set in yet. That’s a pretty incredible feeling. 
My dad and brother came in last night, so to have them here 

to witness that means the world to me. That’s something I’ve 
dreamed of since I was little kid so to be able to do that with 
the help of my teammates is everything for me.” 
 
It’s been a busy week for the Canes who have had their Dad 
and Mentors trip, Ward’s Hall of Fame induction and now the 
outdoor game is just a day away. 
 
“We’ve kind of compacted a whole bunch of great moments 
here and you kind of wish you didn’t have it all at once,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s like having a birthday right around 
Christmas. You kind of get hosed, right? You wish you could 
spread them out a little because these are... each individual 
one is special.” 
 
But they are jam packed and now the Hurricanes can 
prepare for the biggest game of the week as the Stadium 
Series match with the Washington Capitals at Carter-Finely 
Stadium is set for Saturday. 
 
“We want to play a good hockey game but at the same time, 
it’s a special night and just try to enjoy it as best as we can,” 
Aho said. 

 
Cam Ward: A legacy, an icon and an inspiration

By Ryan Henkel 
 
The name ‘Cam Ward’ carries a lot of weight in the City of 
Oaks. 
 
Standing on the red carpet that was ceremoniously rolled out 
to center ice for him Thursday night, you could catch a 
glimpse of that weight. 
 
The roaring ovation of the crowd as the beloved former 
franchise netminder — who was an integral part of the 
history of the Hurricanes, backstopping the team from 2005 
to 2018 — had his highlights played on the jumbotron above 
captures just a small sample of the love the community had 
for him. 
 
‘Wardo’ provided countless memories for scores of fans, with 
perhaps none bigger than the image of him hoisting the 
Stanley Cup and Conn Smythe trophies proudly over his 
head in 2006. 
 
Even though his legacy was a bumpy road towards the latter 
half, Ward was a beloved Hurricane whose legacy went 
beyond the on-ice game and it’s only fitting that he was 
honored with an induction into the Carolina Hurricanes’ Hall 
of Fame. 
 
“We’ve got a history now,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “You can’t have a Hall of Fame or anything like 
that until you get some history. You’ve gotta earn it and have 
guys who have come in here and actually done something. 
Obviously, when you think of the history of the Hurricanes, 
you can’t not think of Cam Ward. He was our goalie that 
helped us win the Stanley Cup. He was a great Hurricane for 
a long, long time. He remains in the community, he’s a good 
friend and he’s a great representative of our organization. 
We had good times, bad times, but he always did it right.” 

 
The legacy of Cam Ward was indeed a whiplash of 
memories, from the sport’s greatest achievement, winning 
the Stanley Cup and Conn Smythe in 2006 to a being an 
NHL All-Star in 2011, to the long and arduous journey 
through the franchise’s longest playoff drought, 
 
But through it all, it can’t be understated how well Ward 
carried himself. 
 
“I have a lot of respect, number one, for him as a person and 
just a lot of gratitude for what he did for our team, not only 
helping us win, but what he meant as a Hurricane,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He handled himself the way you wanted 
and represented the organization to the utmost. He’s a great 
human being.” 
 
Ward was unapologetically himself throughout it all, the good 
times and bad. 
 
“I just remember that he was just a big kid,” said Brett Pesce, 
who played alongside Ward for three seasons from 2015 to 
2018. “I remember him playing in the soccer circle before 
games, and just him goofing around and always keeping it 
light. But when it came game time he was super serious and 
dialed in. I think that’s just a good way to be as a person and 
he was just unreal for the room.” 
 
“It’s really fortunate for me that I was surrounded by guys like 
that,” said Sebastian Aho, who played with Ward from 2016 
to 2018. “We didn’t really have the best record and nobody 
was really happy with where we were in the standings, but 
he was still, every night and every day, putting in that work 
and there was always that same competitive mindset. I 
learned a lot from him. He was a great guy to be around and 
I always got along with him really nicely.” 
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Even when the team stagnated and times got tough, he 
made sure to be that role model for the younger generation 
of Canes who have now blossomed and provided stable 
success for a market hungry to watch them. 
 
Now, on the night he was honored as a permanent member 
of the Carolina Hurricanes Hall of Fame, let’s remember the 
career of number 30. 
 
There’s no greater achievement for a hockey player than 
lifting the Stanley Cup above your head and Ward managed 
to capture that moment in his rookie season, leading the 
Hurricanes to their first and only Cup in 2006. 
 
“To be able to win the Stanley Cup, it was really a storybook 
year,” Ward said. “I grew up just outside of Edmonton so I 
was playing against my hometown team, the Edmonton 
Oilers, and everything just happened so fast. I know it’s a 
cliché to say it was a dream come true, but it literally was. 
That’s why we play the game for moments like that and 
having the opportunity to win the Stanley Cup. The unique 
and great thing about the Stanley Cup trophy is that you get 
your name engraved in there and nobody can take that away 
from you.” 
 
Ward didn’t start the playoffs for Carolina, as it was Martin 
Gerber, the Hurricanes’ number one that year, who got the 
nod in the Conference Quarter-Finals against the Montreal 
Canadiens. 
 
But when the Canes saw themselves fall into an early 0-2 
hole, conceding six goals in each of the losses, then head 
coach Peter Laviolette made the decision to give the rookie a 
shot. 
 
“It just wasn’t a big deal for us,” Brind’Amour, who was the 
captain of the team at that time, said. “We knew he was a 
good goalie, it was just that our other guy played so good all 
year. Martin Gerber, like I’ve said all along, was probably the 
best goaltending I’ve seen over a full year here. He was 
great that year and Cam just didn’t get a lot of starts. But 
when he had his chance, we knew he could do it. The fact 
that he was young didn’t really matter. He showed up on the 
scene and you could tell he was an NHLer.” 
 
The Hurricanes would go on to win the next four games 
against the Canadiens, and Ward did not concede more than 
two goals in any game that series. Then came the New 
Jersey Devils. And then the Buffalo Sabres. And then 
eventually the Edmonton Oilers. 
 
None good enough to best Cam Ward and the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 
 
Cam Ward’s NHL career began on October 5, 2005 as the 
2002, 25th overall pick entered in relief for Martin Gerber. He 
turned aside 10 of the 11 shots he faced as his team lost 5-2 
to the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
 
However, Ward would get his first NHL start just a few days 
later in the Hurricanes’ home opener against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 
 

After a 2-2 tie couldn’t be solved by regulation or overtime, a 
shootout commenced and Ward stopped Mario Lemieux, 
Zigmund Palffy and Sidney Crosby in succession to win his 
first game. 
 
Ward went on to capture the Stanley Cup that season along 
with the Conn Smythe, posting a 0.920 save percentage and 
2.14 goals against average, winning 15 of the 23 games he 
appeared in. 
 
The Saskatoon native played 14 seasons in the NHL with 13 
of those coming with the Carolina Hurricanes and his 668 
games played, 318 wins and 27 shutouts are all franchise 
records. 
 
“I took a lot of great pride in being able to play 13 years 
within this organization,” Ward said. “During that time, I 
established a lot of great relationships and great memories. 
Both of my kids were born here in Raleigh and over that long 
period of time, this has essentially become… this is home.” 
 
Ward also holds the single-season records for wins (39 in 
2008-09), shutouts (6 in 2008-09) and saves (2191 in 2010-
11). 
 
In fact, that 2010-11 season saw Ward appear in 74 games 
in which he posted a 37-26-10 record and a career best 
0.923 save percentage. His 2,191 saves that season are 
also the eighth most saves ever made by an NHL goaltender 
in a single season. 
 
“He was just an all-time competitor,” Pesce said. “He was 
probably one of the more competitive guys I’ve met. Just 
wanted to win so bad and was such a good pro. Obviously a 
world-class goalie and it was just a pleasure to be around 
him for a few years for sure.” 
 
Ward would play one season outside of Carolina, signing 
with the Chicago Blackhawks for the 2018-19 season, but 
after a tough season, the veteran netminder knew it was time 
to hang up the skates. 
 
“When I was done, I knew that I was done,” Ward said. “My 
dad’s motto when I was playing was, ‘The more fun you 
have, the better you do.’ And it became evident that I wasn’t 
having that much fun towards the end and I knew that was 
my time. It started to hurt a little too much to play. The body 
started to wear down and I knew that it was time for me. In 
saying that, it is hard to just, the next day be done. Once 
you’re out, you’re out and that’s a hard pill to swallow. But 
I’ve met a lot of great people throughout the game of hockey 
and especially with my time being down here.” 
 
Ward would sign a one-day contract on August 28, 2019 to 
retire a Carolina Hurricane. 
 
In retirement, Ward started a wine business with fellow 
teammate Tim Gleason. Vineyard 36, an ohmage to each’s 
numbers — 30 and 6 — specializes in Cabernet Sauvignon-
based wines with the vineyard based out of Napa Valley, 
California. 
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Cam doesn’t lace them up anymore, although he said he 
would lace them up “one more time,” for the Hurricanes’ 
Alumni game, but he does stay close to the game. 
 
A new season ticket holder, Ward is a frequent at Canes 
games alongside his son Nolan. 
 
“It’s great to be able to share those memories with my kids 
and get back into watching the game of hockey,” Ward said. 
 
Even beyond the stats, Cam Ward was an icon in the 
market. 
 
Take it from me, whose introduction to hockey featured 
watching Cam Ward play. 
 
I remember the iconic John Forslund calls of ‘The puck stops 
here!’ and ‘Ward says no!’ and seeing those phrases 
emblazoned on shirts in The Eye. 
 
I remember going to games with my mom who was dressed 
in her black and red scarf and autographed Cam Ward 
jersey, ringing her cowbell as she reacted to every save like 
it was life and death. 
 
I remember waiting outside of practices with by dad on the 
north side of PNC Arena waiting to get autographs from 

every player I could, but being especially excited when Ward 
took the time to stop and sign my jersey. 
 
I remember talking about my favorite Hurricanes players on 
the playground at recess, where of course Ward was always 
talked about, and wearing my 2011 All-Star game t-shirt to 
school. 
 
Cam Ward was more than just a player to the community. He 
was an icon whose legacy involved helping to grow the game 
in a burgeoning market. 
 
He inspired many to love the game and even got some to 
play it. The amount of number 30 Hurricanes jerseys you’ll 
see around the state or in local ice rinks is a testament to his 
lasting legacy on the fanbase. 
 
I was eight when the Hurricanes won the Cup. Now, I’m now 
a full blown media member, writing stories about the 
Hurricanes, interviewing players and I even have the chance 
to cover the Stadium Series, an event I never could have 
imagined over a decade ago. 
 
Cam Ward was a part of that inspiration for me and now he 
fittingly will take his honored place in Hurricanes history. 
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Jarvis’ first NHL hat trick leads Canes to 6-2 win ahead of Stadium Series showdown

By Sam Overton 
 
Two days before the Carolina Hurricanes were set to face 
the Washington Capitals at Carter-Finley Stadium for the 
2023 Stadium Series, 21-year-old center Seth Jarvis led his 
team to a 6-2 win over the Montreal Canadiens.  
 
Led by Jarvis’ first NHL hat trick, the Hurricanes (36-10-8) 
pulled out early in the third frame after a tight game, notching 
three goals in five minutes to hand the Canadiens (23-28-4) 
a loss at PNC Arena. 
 
“My dad and brother came in last night, so to have them here 
to witness that means the world to me,” Jarvis said. “That’s 
something I dreamed of from when I was a little kid, so to be 
able to do that with the help of my teammates is everything 
for me." 
 
Thursday night’s game kicked off with Cam Ward’s induction 
into the Carolina Hurricanes Hall of Fame. In its inaugural 
year, three former players were automatically elected: Ron 
Francis, Glen Wesley and head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
Ward, who helped lead Carolina to its first Stanley Cup 
championship in 2006 as a rookie goaltender, played 668 
games with the Hurricanes before retiring in 2018. 
 
“It’s a lot of emotions, because you realize you’re getting 
old,” Brind’Amour said. “Time’s ticking, and you want to 
cherish every memory that you can. When you’re young, you 
think they’re all coming but you get up there — these are 
moments that are great.” 
 
Emotional festivities aside, both teams got down to business 
early. The Canadiens beat Carolina to the board after 
Montreal left wing Michael Pezzetta nicked a rebound past 
goaltender Antti Raanta 3:24 into the first frame. Despite 
Montreal’s early lead, the Hurricanes extended their home 
shutout streak against the Canadiens to 179:36, making it 
the longest such sequence in franchise history. 
 
Fittingly, it was center and former Canadien Jesperi 
Kotkaneimi who put the Hurricanes on the board. The 22-
year-old surged ahead of Montreal goaltender Sam 
Montembault for a picture-perfect slapshot, giving Carolina a 
fighting chance nine minutes after Pezzetta’s go-ahead goal. 
 
Amid Twitter rumblings of a potential trade with the San Jose 
Sharks, center Seth Jarvis played like he had nothing to lose, 

giving Carolina the lead minutes after Kotkaniemi’s biscuit. A 
perfect setup from center Sebastian Aho delivered Jarvis an 
opportunity he couldn’t afford to miss, and the Winnipeg 
native followed through with ease. 
 
Montembeault faced some tough competition in the first 
frame — the Hurricanes notched 16 shots of 25 attempts 
against the Canadiens, three of which coming from center 
Paul Stastny. Raanta also made some key saves across the 
first 20 minutes of play, keeping Carolina from a tied game 
heading into the second period. 
 
“You can only focus on the next puck and you can’t start 
thinking about too much else,” Raanta said. “Just try to keep 
focused on the moment, and try to make the next save.” 
 
A penalty on Kotkaniemi and a questionable call for cross-
checking on right wing Andrei Svechnikov handed the 
Canadiens two valuable penalty plays in the second frame, 
the latter of which they were able to capitalize on. Montreal 
left wing Rafael Harvey-Pinard tied the game at two goals 
apiece on the man advantage, and Carolina was forced to 
make up for lost time with just under 25 minutes of hockey to 
play. 
 
The Hurricanes did just that, in large part thanks to Aho, 
Jarvis and center Jordan Staal – the trio scored one goal 
apiece in five minutes, handing Carolina a cushy 5-2 lead 
with 15 minutes to go. As time ticked away at PNC Arena, an 
antsy crowd of Caniacs breathed a little easier. 
 
Finally, as if he’d meant to do it all along, Jarvis set himself 
up for a shorthanded goal in the final seconds of the game 
that almost looked too easy. With it, the Canes surged to a 6-
2 lead, hats flew onto the ice, and Jarvis’ grin lit up PNC 
Arena. 
 
“Honestly, I woke up in a good mood for once, which is nice,” 
Jarvis said. “The whole day, I was just kinda happy, in a 
good mood. When I feel like that, I feel like coming to the rink 
with a smile on my face — I try to do that every day, but 
some days [are] a little bit easier, and today was one of 
those days, and it paid off for me.” 
 
Carolina looks to be in good shape ahead of Saturday’s 
landmark match against the Capitals at Carter-Finley 
Stadium. Puck drop is set for 8 p.m. 
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272507932.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article272471605.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article272471577.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article272471589.html  

https://theathletic.com/4212962/2023/02/17/nhl-trades-best-rosters-rebuilds/ 
https://theathletic.com/4209827/2023/02/16/carolina-hurricanes-trade-targets-contract/  
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/02/jarvis-hat-trick-leads-hurricanes-over-canadiens/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-jarvis-records-first-nhl-hat-trick-as-canes-dominate-canadiens/c-341136778 
https://www.nhl.com/news/montreal-canadiens-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-341013316 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-stadium-series-to-have-college-football-feel/c-341104072  
https://www.nhl.com/news/hurricanes-brent-burns-pumped-for-stadium-series/c-341151664 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-honor-cam-ward-as-inaugural-member-of-teams-hall-of-fame/c-341144676 
https://www.nhl.com/news/stadium-series-blog-hurricanes-seth-jarvis/c-341165380 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-seth-jarvis-sebastian-aho-32c7539cd8100a82ce451bc19c7442ca  
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35673480/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-every-team-best-trade 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35674659/praising-stadium-series-nhl-wilder-outdoor-game 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-star-power-index-artemi-panarin-scoring-at-absurd-pace-nathan-mackinnon-starting-to-heat-up/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/17/23603540/scoring-quick-hat-trick-carolina-hurricanes-seth-jarvis-ride-dominant-third-period-victory-over-
habs 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/16/23602775/column-cam-ward-an-icon-a-legacy-and-an-inspiration-carolina-hurricanes-stanley-cup-
champion 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/jarvis-first-nhl-hat-trick-leads-canes-to-6-2-win-ahead-of-stadium-series/article_1e6e57f8-ae7b-11ed-9694-
4bfbaea37c4b.html 
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Hurricanes warm up for outdoor game with 6-2 win over Canadiens as 
Seth Jarvis stars 

 

Chip Alexander 

5-7 minutes 17/02/2023 

 

Raleigh 

The Carolina Hurricanes won their last game indoors before their first 
game outdoors. 

And Seth Jarvis scored his first career NHL hat trick, winding up with a 
face full of shaving cream courtesy of Martin Necas. 

The Canes ignited for four goals in the third period, two by Jarvis, to 
surge past the Montreal Canadiens 6-2 at PNC Arena on a memorable 
night when former goalie Cam Ward was inducted into the team’s new 
hall of fame. 

“I think ‘Wardo’ should come more often,” a smiling Jarvis said after the 
game. 

The Hurricanes (36-10-8) will face the Washington Capitals on Saturday 
in the 2023 Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley Stadium. That will be a 
historic night and game for the Canes franchise, but first there was the 
matter of playing the Canadiens (23-28-4), who had won three straight. 

Jarvis played on a line Thursday with Sebastian Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov and benefited from it — Aho setting him up in front for his 
first goal, in the opening period as Svechnikov assisted. 

Jarvis’ second goal, early in the third, was a tap-in. It came after 
defenseman Brent Burns deftly puck-handled his way down the slot to 
get off a shot that Jarvis followed up. 

The third, the one that had hats flying onto the ice, came shorthanded, 
Jarvis zipping in to beat goalie Sam Montembeault. 

Adding to the moment for Jarvis was having his father and brother fly in 
Wednesday night and be in the stands to take it in. 

“That means the world to me,” he said. “That’s something I’ve dreamed 
of from when I was a little kid.” 

Jarvis isn’t always used shorthanded but said he “begged” assistant 
coach Tim Gleason to put him in after Jesperi Kotkanimei was called for 
a late penalty. 

“I was tugging on his pant leg to let me out there,” Jarvis said. 

Gleason did. Jarvis took a pass off the boards from Derek Stepan and 
was off on a breakaway, lifting a backhander past Montembault with 19.8 
seconds left in regulation. 

“It was nice to see him kind of cap off a pretty special night in a dramatic 
way,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Aho finished with a goal and assist, Kotkaniemi scored against his former 
team in the first period off a forehand and Svechnikov tied his career high 
with three assists for the Canes. 
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Goalie Antti Raanta, making his second start for the Canes since Jan. 27, 
picked up his 14th win. Raanta had several scrambling and acrobatic 
stops among his 20 saves. 

Montreal’s Michael Pezzetta had the game’s first goal, getting behind the 
Canes’ defense for a breakaway, and Rafael Harvey-Pinard had a 
power-play goal in the second that tied it 2-2. 

But Aho, Jarvis and then Jordan Staal all scored in the first five minutes 
of the third for a 5-2 lead. That was that. 

“We played hard,” Brind’Amour said. “Tonight we were solid.” 

Jarvis was named the game’s first star, had Canes fans chanting his 
name after the game and was then surrounded by media in the locker 
room. Just as he was finishing up, Necas sneaked through the crowd 
with a towel full of shaving cream. Bam. 

Jarvis could only laugh as he cleaned himself up. 

“At least he could get some whipped cream,” he joked. 
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Canes Hall of Fame honor buffs rough edges off Cam Ward’s legacy, 
leaving the good stuff 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

6-7 minutes 17/02/2023 

 

Raleigh 

Even on this night of celebration, standing literally in the spotlight, Cam 
Ward took a quick moment to acknowledge his tenure with the Carolina 
Hurricanes wasn’t all sunshine and puppies and flowers. 

The great thing about Thursday night, and Ward’s induction into the 
Hurricanes’ nascent Hall of Fame, is that all of that is — if not forgotten 
— truly immaterial now. This honor helps buff the rough edges off his 
legacy just as certainly as time has, brings everything full circle, puts a 
bow on his career. 

With each passing year, we’re left with more of the fond memories, and 
there’s plenty of those. 

“The reality is, we all know there’s been some great moments and some 
not-so-great moments,” Ward said. “One thing stayed clear throughout, 
and that was my love for this organization, this city, this fan base. It is 
why my family and I call this place home. It is home.” 

Many of the same people who wildly applauded those lines once groused 
about Ward’s inability to get a couple pretty good Hurricanes teams over 
the line into the postseason, even booed him from time to time as the 
drought lingered. Which is fine. It’s what fans do. There was more than 
enough reason, for too many years, to be frustrated. 

Ward was an easy scapegoat on a team that was tens of million dollars 
below the cap and a front office that kept serving stew meat and calling it 
filet mignon. Some untimely injuries didn’t help, and there were times 
when his performance wasn’t good enough, but he also kept some 
garishly awful teams vaguely respectable, never mind the parade of rank 
incompetence in net that followed his departure, or the fact that he 
comported himself with class and grace as he went from rookie to 
grizzled veteran before our eyes. 

But that’s all the kind of stuff that blurs with distance, and evenings like 
this only hasten that process, bringing the good times into focus. And it’s 
hard to imagine better times than his rookie year, when he went from 
wide-eyed backup to Conn Smythe Trophy winner. 

The Montreal Canadiens, as a sign of respect, remained on their bench 
for the entire ceremony. That was fitting, and not only because every 
NHL team has had to sit through a zillion of these ceremonies in 
Montreal: If it weren’t for Ward’s intervention that spring, they might have 
25 Stanley Cups instead of 24. 

He made one final appearance at PNC Arena in the fall of 2018, with the 
Chicago Blackhawks, after 352 in a home sweater, but under slightly 
different circumstances, Ward might have spent his entire career with the 
Hurricanes. When they made the playoffs he was spectacular — and not 
only in 2006. Even if he’d been fully healthy, the Hurricanes probably 
weren’t beating the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2009, but at 100 percent he 
would have at least given them a chance. Who knows what might have 
happened in 2007 or 2011. 

This was also about the Hurricanes as much as Ward, the fact that 
they’ve had enough players with records of achievement worth 
recognizing to have a Hall of Fame worthy of the name. Ward was a 
natural first inductee, perhaps not quite worthy of joining the three 
players whose jerseys are retired — Rod Brind’Amour, Ron Francis and 
Glen Wesley; one in the Hockey Hall of Fame, a second who should be 
and a third not far out of it — but certainly having earned this. 

“When you think of the history of the Hurricanes, you can’t not think of 
Cam Ward,” Brind’Amour said. 

There are several people in line behind Ward, from builders like Jim 
Rutherford and Peter Karmanos, to coaches like Paul Maurice and Peter 
Laviolette and broadcasters like Chuck Kaiton and John Forslund, to a 
long list of players that starts with Eric Staal and extends to Jeff O’Neill 
and Erik Cole and Ray Whitney and Arturs Irbe and Bret Hedican and 
Sami Kapanen, and on and on and on. (Full disclosure: I am a member 
of the Hurricanes’ Hall of Fame selection committee.) 

It’ll be at least a decade before the pool gets thin, and by then players 
like Jaccob Slavin and Sebastian Aho may be a little grayer and a little 
thicker around the middle and ready to receive this kind of honor. That’s 
all a long way away, many years from now. 

It’s been five years since Ward last played for the Hurricanes, 17 since 
his greatest triumph, and the more time that passes the easier it is to 
discard, in his words, the not-so-great and remember and honor the great 
— and there was more than enough of that. 

Never miss a Luke DeCock column. Sign up at tinyurl.com/lukeslatest to 
have them delivered directly to your email inbox as soon as they post. 
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His name already on the Stanley Cup, goalie Cam Ward is now a 
Hurricanes Hall of Famer 

 

Chip Alexander 

7-8 minutes 16/02/2023 

 

Cam Ward never saw it coming. 

The Carolina Hurricanes asked their former Stanley Cup-winning goalie 
to travel to PNC Arena last fall to help make a video commemorating the 
25th anniversary of the franchise’s move to North Carolina. 
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He obliged. Then, in walked Rod Brind’Amour. 

The Canes current head coach, who was once Ward’s teammate and 
captain, told the retired keeper the real reason he was there: Ward was 
being inducted into the new Hurricanes Hall of Fame. 

“Definitely a surprise,” Ward said last week. “I had no idea.” 

Ward is a part of the inaugural Hall of Fame class, joining Brind’Amour, 
former defenseman Glen Wesley and Ron Francis, the Canes’ former 
captain and later general manager. He’ll be formally honored Thursday, 
when the Hurricanes host the Montreal Canadiens at PNC Arena. 

Brind’Amour, Wesley and Francis all have their jerseys hanging in the 
arena rafters, their numbers retired, Ward, who wore No. 30 for 13 
seasons with the Hurricanes and won the Stanley Cup and Conn Smythe 
Trophy as playoff MVP in 2006, could be next. He holds nearly every 
team career goaltending record worth having. 

“I have a lot of respect for him as a person, not just in what he did for our 
team and helping us win but also what he meant as a Hurricane in 
handling himself and representing the organization,” Brind’Amour said. 
“I’m happy he’s being recognized this way. It’s well-deserved.” 

As a 21-year-old rookie, Ward took over from goalie Martin Gerber in the 
2006 playoffs when Gerber fell ill. When the playoffs ended, Brind’Amour 
was holding up the Cup, the Canes were the champions and Ward had 
earned MVP honors. 

Ward’s late-game stop against Edmonton’s Fernando Pisani in Game 7 
of the Cup final still is referred to as “The Save,” and he said having his 
name engraved on the Stanley Cup remains a lifetime thrill. 

“It really was a storybook year,” Ward said. “I know it’s a cliche to say it’s 
a dream come true to win the Cup, but it literally was. That’s why we play 
the game, for moments like that.” 

A blessing and a curse 

Ward later said being awarded the Conn Smythe, in a way, was both a 
blessing and a curse. Proud to be a part of a Cup winner and be such an 
integral part in the Cup run, he would shoulder high expectations when 
tagged as a No. 1 goalie headed to NHL stardom. 

The Canes made the playoffs just once after 2006 with Ward in net — in 
2008-09, when Carolina reached the Eastern Conference final. As the 
years passed, he became a lightning rod of sorts from some fans who 
believed the goalie, given a six-year, $37.8 million contract in September 
2009, did not deliver as expected. 

John Forslund, the Canes’ former play-by-play television announcer, 
called nearly all of Ward’s games with Carolina. Few have a better 
handle on how Ward dealt with the pressure of being a “face” of the 
franchise as a goalie. 

“He assumed the No. 1 job and handled all of that, including an 
unbelievable amount of work with some teams that were good and some 
that were not,” Forslund, now the voice of the Seattle Kraken, said this 
week. ”He took a lot of heat, but he never changed his demeanor and the 
professional way he went about things. 

“The Conn Smythe, that accomplishment, set a bar that was almost 
unrealistic. A lot of athletes might have come off the rails but he never 
did. He was very steady in his play and his demeanor and the 
responsibility he had.” 

In 2009, Ward and the Canes had Game 7 road wins against both the 
New Jersey Devils and Boston Bruins in the first two rounds of the 
playoffs. The Canes were then swept by the Pittsburgh Penguins in the 
conference final, a disappointing end after some thrilling playoff victories. 

“He carried the team,” Forslund said. “I think the second half of the ‘09 
season was about as good as anybody could play in the way he carried 
that team into the deep playoff run until his back gave out in the 
conference final. And I mean he tried, but he was so injured. It was 
amazing he could even attempt to get through that series, but he did.” 

‘Just a good, genuine dude’ 

Canes captain Jordan Staal was on that Penguins team in 2009 that 
went on to take the Cup. Three years later, he was traded to Carolina 
and became Ward’s teammate for the next six seasons, gaining more 
respect for Ward’s professionalism, work ethic and value to his team. 

“Obviously he backstopped a Stanley Cup run to start, but it also was the 
way he carried himself his whole career here and was the backbone of 
the team for so long,” Staal said. “There were some tough years, but he 
was someone you’d pay good money to go watch play, a franchise goalie 
who had a helluva career. 

“Just a good, genuine dude who treated everyone with the same respect 
and was a great guy to have in the room.” 

The Hurricanes did not re-sign Ward after the 2017-18 season, and he 
signed a one-year free-agent contract with the Chicago Blackhawks. 

The 2018-19 season was the last for Ward, who signed a one-day 
contract with Carolina so that he could retire as a Hurricane and turned 
“home” — to Raleigh. 

Ward played 701 regular-season games in the NHL and won 334 — 668 
games and 318 wins with the Hurricanes. His detractors would say his 
career 2.74 goals-against average and .908 save percentage were 
average, but he had a 2.38 GAA and .917 percentage in 41 playoff 
games for Carolina, winning 23, including four Game 7s. And a Cup. 

“He was the very definition of clinical, elite goaltending under pressure,” 
said Tripp Tracy, the Canes’ TV analyst and a former goaltender. 

Ward, 38, conceded letting go of hockey four years ago was tougher than 
expected. 

“If I’m being brutally honest, yeah, it took some time,” he said. “My dad’s 
motto when I was playing is, ‘the more fun you have the better you do,’ 
and it became evident I wasn’t having that much fun toward the end, and 
I knew that was my time. 

“It started to hurt too much to play. The body began to wear down and I 
knew it was time for me. In saying that, it is hard the next day to be done. 
Once you’re out, you’re out. That’s a hard pill to swallow.” 

Ward was convinced to put on the goalie pads and mask and play in the 
Canes’ 2023 Alumni Game on Monday on the outdoor rink at Carter-
Finley Stadium. 

“I was a goaltender, so I better lace ‘em up, and my kids want to see 
that,” Ward said, smiling. “I’ll do it one more time.” 

This story was originally  

Published February 16, 2023, 7:45 AM. 

Profile Image of Chip Alexander 

In more than 30 years at The N&O, Chip Alexander has covered the N.C. 
State, UNC, Duke and East Carolina beats, and now is in his 11th 
season on the Carolina Hurricanes beat. Alexander, who has won 
numerous writing awards at the state and national level, covered the 
Hurricanes’ move to North Carolina in 1997 and was a part of The N&O’s 
coverage of the Canes’ 2006 Stanley Cup run. 
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Carolina Hurricanes trade targets — if they’re looking for players with 
term 

 

Cory Lavalette 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 17, 2023 

 

7-9 minutes 16/02/2023 

 

The names of the usual suspects are all out there: Timo Meier, Tyler 
Bertuzzi, Jonathan Toews, Ryan O’Reilly, Patrick Kane and a handful 
more. 

But there’s no secret about the Hurricanes’ deadline playbook. Carolina 
isn’t particularly inclined to pay a steep price for a rental or hand out the 
lengthy, big-money extension a player like Meier will require. 

So where does that leave Carolina? 

“There might be guys that people aren’t thinking about at this time when 
you’re willing to give up some good assets to get a player with some term 
left,” Hurricanes GM Don Waddell told “The Athletic Hockey Show.” “We 
all know the usual names that are out there, but we may try to look at 
some other players and entice teams with draft picks and prospects.” 

Carolina has both. 

The Hurricanes have the NHL’s 12th prospect pool according to Scott 
Wheeler, a group includes defensemen Alexander Nikishin and Scott 
Morrow, ranked 38th and 39th, respectively, in Wheeler’s ranking of the 
top 50 drafted NHL skaters. They also boast Wheeler’s seventh-best 
goalie prospect in Pyotr Kochetkov, who has already been signed to a 
four-year contract extension that will cost just $2 million against the 
salary cap starting next season. 

Players like Jack Drury, Jamieson Rees, Vasily Ponomarev and Anttoni 
Honka might not be blue-chip prospects, but Carolina has proven in the 
past it can leverage its prospect depth to acquire contract-controlled NHL 
players without depleting its prospect ranks. 

It also helps to have draft picks, and the Hurricanes have a surplus. 

While they are without their 2023 third-round pick, Carolina instead has 
Philadelphia’s via the Tony DeAngelo trade — one that figures to be in 
the high 60s or low 70s instead of the 90s. That trade also yielded the 
Flyers’ second-rounder in 2024, and the Hurricanes have extra fifth- and 
sixth-round picks this year. 

We’ve seen this song and dance from Waddell & Co. before. The team 
used its combination of cap space and assets to land both Brent Burns 
and Max Pacioretty last offseason. And when it comes to the deadline, 
one needs to look no further than February 2020, when the Hurricanes 
added both center Vincent Trocheck and defenseman Brady Skjei 
without emptying their asset cupboard. 

For Trocheck, who had the balance of the 2019-20 season plus two more 
years on a deal with a $4.75 million AAV, Carolina gave the Panthers 
four players: Erik Haula, Lucas Wallmark, Eetu Luostarinen and Chase 
Priskie. 

The trade for Skjei was just one big piece, the Hurricanes’ 2020 first-
round pick, but the deal was made possible when Carolina acquired 
Toronto’s first-round pick before that season in exchange for taking on 
Patrick Marleau’s contract and buying out the veteran. 

In the end, the Hurricanes wound up with Skjei — at a $5.25 million cap 
cost for the next four-plus seasons — and used Toronto’s No. 13 overall 
pick in 2021 to draft Seth Jarvis. 

This is a very detailed way of saying that Waddell wasn’t bluffing when 
he suggested the team could go after “guys that people aren’t thinking 
about.” 

It’s my job to think about it, so I’ve compiled a short list of forwards — the 
team’s prime need — who have term and could be targeted by the 
Hurricanes, and the reasons why they do and don’t make sense ahead of 
the March 3 deadline. 

Travis Konecny, RW, Philadelphia Flyers 

Contract: $5.5 million cap hit through 2024-25. 

What would it cost: A trade would probably be a poor man’s version of 
Philadelphia’s trade of Brayden Schenn to St. Louis in 2017. Schenn had 
a full three years of contract left at a similar cap number and with similar 
offensive numbers. The Flyers got two first-round picks and Jori Lehtera 
for Schenn. They won’t get that much for Konecny, but something like 
Carolina’s first, a decent prospect and another smaller piece could get it 
done. 

Why it makes sense: The Flyers are exactly the kind of team Carolina 
should be targeting. Philly is in the mushy middle of the NHL and needs a 
total overhaul. As colleague Charlie O’Connor wrote, moving Konecny 
makes sense for the Flyers since the team doesn’t figure to be 
competitive before his contract is up in the summer of 2025. 

He could fill the Hurricanes’ scoring needs (he has 24 goals and is a 
point-per-game player), is in his prime at 25 years old, and plays the type 
of high-energy, relentless style Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour loves. 

Why it doesn’t make sense: The Flyers themselves may be the biggest 
fly in the ointment. Is the ownership committed to letting GM Cliff Fletcher 
gut the team, especially after just burning up assets in moves like the 
DeAngelo trade to try to be competitive? Konecny is one of the few 
reasons to come to a Flyers game, and dealing him would hurt the 
bottom line. 

Jordan Greenway, LW, Minnesota Wild 

Contract: $3 million cap hit through 2024-25. 

What would it cost: The Wild are looking for a hockey trade, but 
Greenway’s contract is a problem. The Hurricanes aren’t going to bail out 
Minnesota and give them a significant asset, and the Wild don’t want to 
take a step back this year. Carolina wouldn’t have to give up much at all. 

Why it makes sense: Greenway is on the books for two more seasons 
and has fallen out of favor in Minnesota both due to his production (just 
two goals and six points through 34 games) and questions about his 
professionalism. 

We know Brind’Amour craves some snarl in his lineup — he advocated 
for Nicolas Deslauriers at last year’s deadline and desperately wanted 
Mason Marchment as a free agent last summer — and Greenway is one 
of the league’s biggest forwards at 6-foot-6 and 231 pounds. 

Why it doesn’t make sense: Despite his size, Greenway’s not a banger 
like Deslauriers or Marchment. And if he can’t bring that, is he a better 
option than what Carolina already has, especially since he doesn’t 
contribute much on special teams? 

The big issue, however, is his contract. The Wild can’t afford to eat some 
of Greenway’s salary, and it’s doubtful Carolina wants to carve out $3 
million for him for two more full seasons. It’s also not the type of big trade 
that moves the needle for a Cup contender. 

Lawson Crouse, RW, Arizona Coyotes 

Contract: $4.3 million cap hit through 2026-27. 

What would it cost: Arizona doesn’t plan on being competitive the next 
couple of seasons, so they could be open to moving Crouse even though 
they just re-signed him in August. That’s because he’s having a career 
year and his value has never been higher. The asking price would be at 
least a first-round pick plus a good prospect or two. 

Why it makes sense: Crouse is big (6-foot-4, 215 pounds) and not afraid 
to throw his weight around (he’s averaging three hits per game in his 
career). The 2015 No. 11 overall pick plays in all situations for the 
Coyotes and has shown a goal-scoring touch this year that eluded him 
earlier in his career. And he has term — four more years after this one. 

The Hurricanes should have a good book on him since he played junior 
with several former Hurricanes prospects and was a teammate of Antti 
Raanta, Derek Stepan and Jordan Martinook when they were with the 
Coyotes. 
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Why it doesn’t make sense: Crouse reached 20 goals for the first time in 
his career last year and is already at 19 this season. But his production 
this season comes with a caveat: He’s shooting 20 percent. That 
screams unsustainable, so if Arizona values him as a 30-goal guy in 
trade talks, it doesn’t make sense to overpay. 
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Capitals, still without Alex Ovechkin, are outmuscled by Panthers 

 

By Roman Stubbs 

February 16, 2023 at 10:11 p.m.  

 

With grief still weighing on the Washington Capitals’ shoulders, their third 
line finally vented late in the second period Thursday night against the 
Florida Panthers. The forwards all barreled into the crease, desperate to 
score a goal and climb back into the game, but were met by a wall of 
opponents. 

After the whistle, Washington veteran T.J. Oshie and Florida’s Ryan 
Lomberg wrestled to the boards, Oshie holding on to Lomberg’s leg, 
while a melee broke out around them. Oshie finally emerged from the 
scrum and exchanged more words with Panthers players, his face 
bloodied and the Capital One Arena fans chanting his name. 

Oshie and the rest of his teammates were still without their captain, Alex 
Ovechkin, who missed his second straight game after the death of his 
father a day earlier. As the Capitals mourned that loss, they had vowed 
to earn a win for No. 8 — but they found only mounting frustration in a 6-
3 defeat. 

Svrluga: Anyone whose dad laced up their skates feels Alex Ovechkin's 
loss 

Washington scored two power-play goals in the final seven minutes of 
the game to pull within a goal, but it wasn’t enough to avoid a third 
consecutive loss. 

“We’re chasing the game,” Capitals Coach Peter Laviolette said. “We 
have to do more. It’s not good enough. We have to have better 
execution.” 

With six teams sitting within five points of one another in the Eastern 
Conference wild-card standings, Washington entered the contest 
desperately seeking some traction — but continued to toil on a night 
when it struggled to generate offense and contain the heavy Panthers, 
who crowded the net with traffic and peppered Capitals goaltender Darcy 
Kuemper (30 saves) with quality shot attempts from the onset. 

Washington (28-23-6) was already struggling to produce offense even 
with Ovechkin in the lineup — it had been held to two goals or less in 
seven of its previous eight games — and the power play had produced 
just four goals on its previous 40 trips. 

It continued early Thursday as the Capitals failed to produce a shot on 
goal on its first three power plays. It didn’t help going up against one of 
the best penalty kill units in the NHL — Florida had killed 90.5 percent of 
the penalties it had faced since Jan. 27 — or that the Capitals were 
facing one of the league’s best goaltenders in Sergei Bobrovsky (29 
saves). 

The Capitals also struggled to contain shots from the blue line for a 
second consecutive game — the Carolina Hurricanes had scored all 
three of their goals from the point in a 3-2 win Tuesday — and Florida 
took advantage. As Florida (28-24-6) worked the puck low to high in the 
middle of the first period, a Gustav Forsling snap shot from the left circle 

got through traffic to beat Kuemper for the game’s first goal. The 
Panthers seized a 2-0 lead less than two minutes into the second period 
when Marc Staal beat Kuemper with a shot from the point. 

Alex Ovechkin announces death of his father, Mikhail 

“We’re kind of stumbling now without [Ovechkin],” center Dylan Strome 
said. “We need to find a way to create more traffic in front of the net. 
Teams are doing it to us, and we have to start doing it back.” 

Washington’s fourth line was arguably its best early, and even when the 
Capitals earned scoring chances, they went wayward. Center Lars Eller 
tried to muscle in a point-blank goal through a crowd with less than eight 
minutes left in the second period, but the puck squirted out and led to a 
Florida breakaway chance. Colin White used a backhand deke to beat 
Kuemper to make it 3-0. And after Strome had scored to whittle the lead 
to 3-1 later in the period, Washington came back with another rush and 
shot on goal — Martin Fehervary’s snap shot was blocked — but Florida 
countered with a two-on-one, and captain Aleksander Barkov faked a 
pass and deposited a wrister past Kuemper. 

Washington finally broke its power-play drought when Nicklas Backstrom 
scored to make it 4-2 with 6:56 remaining. The Capitals had another 
power play with just under three minutes left — they pulled Kuemper to 
create a six-on-four advantage — and Evgeny Kuznetsov flipped the 
puck into the net to trim the deficit to one goal. The Capitals hoped for a 
miracle in the final two minutes but lost control of the puck in their own 
zone, and Florida’s Anton Lundell finished an empty-netter with 1:21 left. 

As the Capitals hurried out of their locker room afterward to catch their 
plane to Raleigh, N.C., for Saturday’s outdoor Stadium Series game 
against the Hurricanes, Laviolette searched for answers on how his team 
could snap out of its three-game losing streak. A good place to start: by 
replicating the ferocity that Oshie brought in the second period when he 
tried to rally his team without its captain. 

“What are we waiting for?” Laviolette asked. “I said it after the second 
period: ‘T.J., I loved it.’ It’s great. We’re in a playoff mode here. More of 
that. Give me some more of that.” 

Here’s what else to know about the Capitals’ loss: 

Moment of silence 

The Capitals held a pregame moment of silence for Ovechkin’s father, 
Mikhail, who died Wednesday at the age of 71. Alex Ovechkin remains 
away from the team after traveling back to Russia to attend to his family 
this week and is expected to miss the next several games. 

Wilson, Dowd skate 

Forward Tom Wilson and center Nic Dowd both took part in the Capitals’ 
morning skate Thursday morning. Both competed in drills after the skate 
— Dowd wore a noncontact uniform, but Wilson did not — taking another 
step toward returns from their respective lower-body injuries. 

“Every day right now is getting better,” Wilson said a day earlier. “Just got 
to keep doing what I’m doing, and hopefully I wake up one morning and 
feels okay to put in the skate and play a hockey game.” 

McIlrath makes return 

Veteran defenseman Dylan McIlrath was called up from the Capitals’ 
American Hockey League affiliate in Hershey, Pa., making his first 
appearance in an NHL game since 2019. The move was a reward for 
how McIlrath has captained the Bears this season — and at 6-foot-4 and 
235 pounds, he offered Washington some heft against Florida’s lineup. 

“It’s unreal,” McIlrath said Thursday. “Being a guy that has spent most of 
his career in the minors, you never know when you’re going to have your 
last NHL game. So I just try to enjoy every moment in the NHL the best I 
can.” 
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Stadium Series brings back Caps’ memories of playing outdoors 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

ARLINGTON, Va. — In the NHL, outdoor games are a rare break from 
the normal routine. The league schedules only a handful of games 
exposed to the elements each season. They’re just as unique an 
experience for the players as they are for the fans, introducing stadium 
factors and large-capacity crowds that can’t be found in the typical 
hockey arena. 

So when the Capitals take on the Carolina Hurricanes at NC State’s 
Carter-Finley Stadium for the 2023 Stadium Series game Saturday night, 
both teams will be stepping into a different type of atmosphere they’ve 
become accustomed to playing at the highest level. But for many 
members of the Capitals, playing outside takes them back to their early 
days of strapping on skates. 

“I was playing outdoors until I was 13, 14,” center Nicklas Backstrom 
said. “That's when we built the hockey rink in my small village. Before 
that, it was all outdoors. We got used to everything. It was snowing, 
raining, we played through everything. So it was kind of unique that way 
and obviously, it brings back memories from that.” 

Backstrom, who was born and raised in Sweden, was far from alone. 
Several players learned how to skate outside rather than at an enclosed 
rink like the one they practice at between games. Goaltender Darcy 
Kuemper grew up just a five-minute walk from the outdoor rink where his 
father taught him how to skate. 

If there wasn’t a rink available, some of them would make their own. 

“We had roller hockey just on asphalt and then some of the parents 
would put water on it in the winter,” center and Danish native Lars Eller 
said. “It was cold enough so you play on that if you couldn't get in the 
indoor rinks.” 

Capitals center Dylan Strome recalled playing outside as some of his 
fondest childhood memories. He and his little brother Matthew stumbled 
upon a large patch of ice that formed in a field across the street from their 
house in Ontario. They shoveled out enough space to play, carried a net 
over and spent hours playing one-on-one. 

Strome also had a family friend who would convert their backyard into a 
makeshift hockey rink for the neighborhood kids to play on. 

“Their dad was keen on making it their entire backyard so it was pretty 
much fence-to-fence and it was awesome,” Strome said. “They had a 
little hill on the one side off the ice so everyone sits like a bench. There’s 
lots of Little Caesars pizza and I'm sure some beers drank for the old 
fathers there but we had a great time. We played hours and hours and 
hours on that rink. They had a big light out there and a couple pucks in 
the neighbor's yard I'm sure. But that was fun.” 

Like Backstrom, forward Marcus Johansson grew up in Sweden where 
temperatures would get down to minus-10 degrees Fahrenheit. It 
sometimes got so cold that the ocean would freeze along the shoreline. 

“I have a lot of them,” Johansson said of memories playing outside. 
“Skating on the ocean a few times, I grew up on the ocean and when it 
was cold enough and a few times on some lakes and then we used to 
always play outdoors. When it was cold, we would flood our own ice and 
we’d run on it. We couldn’t get the ice thick enough to skate on it but 
we’d run on it and slide around and play outdoors.” 

Outdoor rinks may be only reserved for marquee events at the NHL level, 
but for many young hockey players they’re a space where they honed 
their skills or faced off against their friends. Even after those kids grow up 
to be world-class players, stepping back onto the ice with the open sky 
above them still brings back a sense of familiarity. 

“I was out there until two in the morning,” forward T.J. Oshie said of 
playing outside as a high schooler in Minnesota. “I'd wake up at five and I 
was right back out there. So, had a couple almost-bouts with frostbite, 
but it was super special and obviously memories that, they're still 
important to me and [I’m] very fond of.” 
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Trying out new positioning sans Ovechkin, Caps’ power play finds 
momentum 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

WASHINGTON — The outlook was bleak for the Capitals’ power play 
through two periods Thursday night. They had three opportunities with 
the man advantage and failed to register even a shot across six minutes 
of play. 

But it was ultimately the power play giving the Capitals life as they came 
just short of completing the comeback in a 6-3 loss to the Florida 
Panthers that ended on a pair of empty netters. Washington had been 
searching for any kind of momentum with Alex Ovechkin away from the 
team following the death of his father. Heading into the final period, the 
Capitals had gone scoreless on each of their last 12 power-play chances. 

They trailed 4-1 when Panthers defenseman Brandon Montour was 
whistled with 7:39 to play for holding T.J. Oshie, who was doing all he 
could to provide a spark with aggressive playmaking at the front of the 
net. 

“What are we waiting for? Yeah, I said it after the second period, T.J., I 
loved it,” head coach Peter Laviolette said in his postgame press 
conference. “It’s great. We’re in playoff mode here. So more of that. Give 
me some more of that. And it was good that he got in there. He’s in the 
front. He’s in the paint. He’s hunting for a goal and trying to get dirty and 
with it comes a scrum. It’s great.” 

With the left-shot Nicklas Backstrom playing along the half wall on the left 
side, the position normally manned by the right-shot Ovechkin, 
defenseman Erik Gustafsson set him up with some open space to work 
with and he fired a shot through the legs of Panthers goaltender Sergei 
Bobrovsky. 

Each of Backstrom’s last three goals have been on the power play, a 
welcome sign for a Capitals team searching for more production with the 
man advantage. 

“We got some shots and some chances and nice to get two,” center 
Dylan Strome said. “I think it was the first time with that unit so first time 
with Backy on the left side there. Take us two power plays to get going 
but we kind of figured it out and got lots of chances and really got us 
back in the game.” 

After Oshie drew a second penalty — this time a cross-checking call on 
defenseman Marc Staal — Laviolette made a big gamble by pulling 
goaltender Darcy Kuemper to create a six-on-four. The Capitals applied 
enough pressure up front to set up center Evgeny Kuznetsov for the 
score. 
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While it didn’t result in a Capitals win, a breakthrough on special teams 
that carries over into Saturday’s game against the Carolina Hurricanes 
and beyond would prove much more critical to their chances of fighting 
for a playoff spot down the stretch than the result of one game. 

“Obviously at this point in the season teams are closing in on us or 
passing us so it’s no time to panic. I think we know what it takes to be 
successful,” Strome said. “I think we just haven’t played that way in a 
couple games here. So, gotta get back to that and come together as a 
team and really figure out a way to get these points.” 
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Caps hoping Stadium Series game will help break recent struggles 

 

BY ETHAN CADEAUX 

 

WASHINGTON -- The Capitals' late third-period surge was not enough to 
overcome the Florida Panthers' three-goal lead, as Washington dropped 
its third straight home game on Thursday night. 

With a rough homestand now in the rearview mirror, the Capitals are now 
set to travel to Raleigh this weekend to face the Metro-leading Carolina 
Hurricanes outside at Carter-Finley Stadium as part of the NHL's Stadium 
Series. 

Speaking with reporters following Thursday's game, multiple Capitals 
players are hoping the Stadium Series matchup -- and everything that 
comes with the outdoor spectacle -- will help the group refresh and break 
their recent lull. 

"I think it will maybe take our minds off the playoff race and worry about 
the one game and getting two points," center Dylan Strome said. 

"Our whole families are coming to see [us]," defenseman Dmitry Orlov 
added. "We should bring our A-game and I think we should have 
confidence and believe in ourselves." 

For as exciting or an environment as the Stadium Series matchup should 
be, Saturday's game versus Carolina is a crucial one for the Eastern 
Conference playoff race. After falling to Florida on Thursday, the Capitals 
(62 points) are now tied with the Panthers for the final Wild Card spot in 
the conference. The New York Islanders lurk behind both teams with 61 
points of their own, too. 

When asked if having an outdoor game could help the Capitals refocus, 
head coach Peter Laviolette emphasized that all that matters from the 
Stadium Series is for his team to earn two points. 

"At the end of the day, it's a big game. It's an outdoor game," Laviolette 
said. "We've got two points that have got to come to our way, they've got 
to come to our column and that's it. There are things that we can do 
better and we have to do them better." 

While neither Laviolette nor any of his players directly called Saturday's 
matchup a 'must-win' game, that approach is certainly being taken from 
the club. 

"They beat us in our own building this week, so we've got to take it to 
them in kinda their backyard here," Strome said. "It's a big game. 
Obviously, it's an outdoor game, but it's a huge game for us in the 
standings. We've got to find a way to get two points. It's kind of do or die 
this time of year." 

Washington and Carolina are plenty familiar with one another; the two 
teams squared off just two days ago at Capital One Arena. Saturday 
evening will be the final time the Capitals and Panthers play one another 
during the regular season, with Carolina currently holding a 2-0 lead on 
the season series. 

Despite coming up on the short end on Tuesday against the Hurricanes, 
the Capitals feel there are certain things they can take from that game to 
help leave Raleigh with a win on Saturday. Now, they must bring the 
effort to help deliver a win. 

"We're hoping so," Nicklas Backstrom said. "We're hoping we can turn 
things around." 
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Caps' late surge not enough to complete comeback vs. Panthers 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

WASHINGTON — The Capitals put together a last-minute comeback 
effort late in the third period but couldn't complete the comeback as the 
Florida Panthers pulled away with a pair of empty netters for a 6-3 
victory. It marked the third straight regulation loss for the Capitals, who 
allowed Florida to draw even with them in the Wild Card race. 

Playing without captain Alex Ovechkin for the second straight contest, 
the home team struggled to dictate the pace for the first two periods both 
in the five-on-five and special teams. The Panthers scored all four of their 
goals against netminder Darcy Kuemper at even strength, holding on for 
the victory behind an 36-31 edge in shots on goal and 19-10 advantage 
in the turnover margin. 

The Capitals had five power-play chances, including two in the first 
period, but didn't manage a single shot on goal across their first three 
opportunities. They then used the power play to make things interesting 
in the third, scoring a pair of goals by centers Nicklas Backstrom and 
Evgeny Kuznetsov — the latter of which was the result of head coach 
Peter Laviolette pulling Kuemper to make it a six-on-four. 

Got another pic.twitter.com/8AnouhoL32— Washington Capitals 
(@Capitals) February 17, 2023 

Providing the only other goal of the evening for Washington was center 
Dylan Strome, who redirected a shot from the point by winger T.J. Oshie 
for his 12th tally of the season. However, the Capitals' 3-0 and 4-1 
deficits ultimately proved insurmountable. Kuznetsov's goal made it 4-3 
with 2:32 to go in regulation, but centers Anton Lundell and Sam Reinhart 
iced the game with ENGs. 

Prior to puck drop, the Capitals held a moment of silence for Mikhail 
Ovechkin, their star forward's father who died Tuesday at 71 years old. 
Ovechkin took a leave of absence Monday before departing for Moscow 
to be with his family. The Capitals designated him with a non-roster 
status and ruled him out from return through the rest of this week. 

With the March 3 trade deadline looming, the Capitals have gone 1-3 
since the All-Star Break. The Panthers, who beat the Capitals in the first 
round of the playoff last year, have taken each of the first two games of 
their season series with Washington. The two teams finished the day tied 
at 62 points with the tiebreaker going to the Capitals for having one game 
in hand. 

The Capitals’ schedule offers no respite, either. On Friday, they will 
depart for Raleigh, North Carolina, ahead of Saturday’s Stadium Series 
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game against the first-place Carolina Hurricanes — who beat them 3-2 
on Tuesday. They will then return to D.C. to play the surging Detroit Red 
Wings early next week ahead of games against the Anaheim Ducks, New 
York Rangers and Buffalo Sabres. 
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Quick Hits: Blues make it 3 straight with 4-2 win over strong New Jersey 
team 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

ST. LOUIS — Sometimes it’s not who you play, but when you play them. 

On Saturday, the Blues caught Arizona playing the second game of a 
back-to-back and minus coveted defenseman Jakob Chychrun, who’s 
sitting things out for “trade-related” purposes these days. They won 6-5 in 
overtime. 

On Tuesday, the Blues caught Florida playing the second game of a 
back-to-back and minus goalie Sergei Bobrovsky — who has been red-
hot lately but got the night off. They won 6-2. 

On Thursday, they got the New Jersey Devils without star forward Jack 
Hughes, who’s fourth in the league in goals but is sidelined with an 
upper-body injury. And they missed goalie Vitek Vanecek (23-5-3 
record/2.31 goals-against), who took the night off. And yes, they won 4-2. 

So it’s three victories since the All-Star game/bye week break for the 
Blues, who climbed back above .500 for the season at 26-25-3. 

Playing without 15-goal scorer Brandon Saad, and employing a more 
aggressive forecheck system that has reaped benefits, the Blues swept 
the two-game season series with the Devils (35-14-5), who remain third 
in the overall NHL standings and still have an amazing road record of 20-
4-3. 

With the trade deadline a mere 15 days away, scouts from 15 NHL teams 
were in attendance Thursday, including two apiece from Anaheim, 
Edmonton and Tampa Bay. It’s almost as if Ryan O’Reilly and Ivan 
Barbashev are auditioning every time out on this homestand. 

In a quick-paced, tight-checking game, the Blues nursed a 3-2 lead in the 
third period when Miles Wood went off at 11:07 for an illegal check to the 
head of Sammy Blais, who took a while to get up and didn’t play the rest 
of the game. 

The Blues cracked a strong New Jersey penalty kill unit (80.9 percent 
entering the game) with a power play goal by Brayden Schenn, who sent 
in a backside rebound of a Jordan Kyrou shot to make it a 4-2 Blues lead 
with 8:18 to play. It was Schenn’s 16th goal of the season and his third in 
two games. 

One thing became apparent from the opening minutes Thursday. The 
Blues weren’t going to have nearly as much open ice as they did in 
Tuesday’s 6-2 victory over the Florida Panthers. 

The Devils are a very quick team that knows how to forecheck, and open 
ice was a premium for the Blues. Even so, the Blues managed 13 shots 
on goal in the opening period — or just six fewer than in their entire game 
against the Devils on Jan. 5 in New Jersey, which was a 5-3 Blues win. 

The Devils have a stingy defense, entering the game fourth in the league 
in goals allowed at 2.62 per game and also fourth in shots on goals 
allowed, at 28.6 per game. 

Auditioning for the scouts 

For the second game in a row basically half the teams in NHL were 
represented in the press box, with scouts from 15 teams including two 
apiece for Anaheim, Edmonton and Tampa Bay on hand at Enterprise. 
To a large degree, most of them were looking at Ryan O’Reilly and Ivan 
Barbashev (and perhaps Noel Acciari) with the trade deadline just two 
weeks away. 

O’Reilly and Barbashev didn’t disappoint, logging assists on a Pavel 
Buchnevich goal with 3:28 left in the opening period. During a Blues’ 
offensive zone possession, O’Reilly hustled to keep the puck in, and then 
sent a shot on net from just outside the right circle. It never got there, but 
deflected over to Barbashev on the right net front. 

Somehow Barbashev threaded a pass through a congested crease to 
Buchnevich, who scored his 16th goal of the season on a backdoor tap-
in; his first goal since Jan. 14 against Tampa Bay. 

For O’Reilly, it was only his seventh assist of the season and his first 
since Dec. 11 against Colorado. 

That made it a 1-0 lead for St. Louis, but the Blues and their fans couldn’t 
celebrate for long. Just 58 seconds later, Dawson Mercer lifted a net front 
shot over the outstretched Jordan Binnington — who had just made a 
great save — for his 12th goal of the season. The Devils were quick to 
crash the net the entire period, and this time it paid off with 2:30 left in the 
first. 

Greasy goal 

The Blues hadn’t had a goal from their fourth line since Jan. 19 against 
Nashville, or eight games ago. But that changed early in the second 
period on a goal that was all about gritty work near the net front. The 
Blues had numbers deep in their offensive zone when a Colton Parayko 
shot was stopped by Devils goalie Mackenzie Blackwood. 

A diving Nathan Walker tried to nudge the rebound across the goal line. It 
bounced off the post, moving just inches off the goal line. Big Alexey 
Toropchenko came in to poke the puck in. His fourth goal of the season 
gave the Blues a 2-1 lead just four minutes into the second. 

It became 3-1 Blues just 1:35 later on another greasy goal. Outnumbered 
behind the net, Robert Thomas sent a backhand pass out front to 
Schenn, who in turn quickly shuffled it to Kyrou on the inside edge of the 
right circle. A quick wrister made it 25 goals this season for No. 25 — 
Kyrou — and the Blues had a 3-1 lead just 5:35 into the second. 

For the Schenn-Thomas-Kyrou line, that made it five goals and nine 
assists in their three games together coming out of the break. 

But once again, New Jersey countered — this time after some sloppy 
play by the Blues in their own end. With Thomas outnumbered and no 
Blues support nearby, the Devils came up with the puck and Erik Haula 
skated in alone on Binnington for his fifth goal of the season to make it a 
3-2 game at the 8:32 mark. 
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Blues notebook: Jake Neighbours recalled to NHL as Brandon Saad 
lands on injured reserve 

 

Matthew DeFranks 

 

The injury bug is back in St. Louis. 

The Blues placed forward Brandon Saad (upper-body) on injured reserve 
on Thursday morning, and recalled Jake Neighbours from AHL affiliate 
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Springfield. Saad exited Tuesday’s game against Florida during the 
second period and did not return. 

Blues coach Craig Berube said the Blues would monitor Saad’s status, 
“to see how he feels day to day.” He is not eligible to return until next 
week’s game against Vancouver. 

For the third time this season, Neighbours was recalled from the AHL. 
During his second stint, Neighbours made the argument that he belongs 
in the NHL by scoring three goals and adding four assists in 14 games. 

Neighbours scored a goal in his last NHL game on Jan. 30 at Winnipeg 
before he was sent down during the All-Star break to the AHL. Springfield 
has been on a roll, winning nine straight games. 

“Got a lot of guys back from injury that have been hurt all year, so roster 
looks a lot different than it did at the start of the year, and starting to find 
some success,” Neighbours said. “I want to be here as much as I can 
and whenever I can. But they’ve got a good team down there, it’s fun to 
be a part of.” 

He was squeezed off the NHL roster when Ryan O’Reilly and Pavel 
Buchnevich returned from injury, and when Sammy Blais took Vladimir 
Tarasenko’s spot in St. Louis. 

With Ivan Barbashev occupying Saad’s spot with O’Reilly and 
Buchnevich, Neighbours slipped into the third line on Thursday night. He 
played with Noel Acciari and Sammy Blais, forming a hard-hitting trio. 

“We like that aspect of his game, he likes to take the body,” Berube said. 
“We need more of it.” 

On Thursday night, Neighbours played on a line with Noel Acciari and 
Sammy Blais as Ivan Barbashev was promoted to play alongside Ryan 
O’Reilly and Pavel Buchnevich. 

Man in the middle 

Entering this season, Blues forward Nathan Walker had won 11 faceoffs 
in his NHL career. In Tuesday’s win over Florida alone, he won seven. 

Walker is a winger by trade, but has been asked to play center on the 
fourth line between Alexey Toropchenko and Tyler Pitlick. That means 
more faceoffs for the 29-year-old who had only played center on 
Washington’s AHL team prior to arriving in St. Louis. 

This season, Walker has won 61.9% of faceoffs, a rate that puts him 
ahead of Robert Thomas (54.1%), O’Reilly (54.0%), Acciari (53.9%) and 
Brayden Schenn (48.9%). 

“I’ve always wanted to play center at some point, so I’ve always kind of 
worked on faceoffs that way,” Walker said. “When you got guys like 
Schenner, O’Ry and Tommer and Acciari playing center, you can 
definitely ask them questions. They kind of help me out if I have 
questions about certain guys and their tendencies.” 

Walker’s ability to win a draw meant a touch more ice time, as he played 
10:32 compared to his season average of 9:26. 

“When I watch him go in there, he’s highly competitive,” Berube said. 
“That’s how he wins a lot of those draws. He just wills his way.” 

The Blues moved Thomas to the net-front on the top power play unit, 
shifting him from the right flank to in front of the crease, when Schenn 
previously was. Berube said it was “just specific for certain games.” 

“We move him around (depending) on what we’re seeing from the 
opposition’s penalty kill,” Berube said. “So if there’s plays that we feel are 
going to benefit us, we’ll put him down there at time. The goalline guy 
can make some plays down there against certain penalty kills, and it’s 
important to have a guy that can make plays. He’s ultimately our best 
play-maker.” 

Blues defenseman Torey Krug was in the lineup Thursday against the 
Devils after he missed the end of Tuesday’s game with a lower-body 

injury. As a precaution, Robert Bortuzzo skated during warmup, but was 
a healthy scratch for the third straight game. 

Goaltender Jordan Binnington made his 200th career start on Thursday 
night. He is one of six Blues goalies to play at least 200 games. 
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Game Day: Blues welcome league's best road team to town as Devils 
visit Enterprise Center 

 

Matthew DeFranks 

 

Blues Devils Hockey 

The Blues will host the league’s best road team when the Devils come to 
Enterprise Center on Thursday night. 

New Jersey is 20-3-3 on the road this season for an incredible .827 
points percentage, even if they have lost three of their last five road 
games. The Devils lost in overtime at Seattle on Jan. 19, in regulation at 
Nashville on Jan. 26 and in a shootout at Minnesota on Feb. 11. 

“I think they’re just a good team all around,” Blues coach Craig Berube 
said. “They’ve been a good team all year. A good road team for me is 
understanding simplicity is OK, not forcing things, playing smart, 
understanding situations on the road. 

“But I think Jersey, they’re a very quick team, got real fast forwards, and 
got big D. They transition the puck really well and, with their speed, they 
create a lot of odd-man rushes and a lot of good plays off the rush.” 

The Devils could be without star center Jack Hughes, who has missed 
the last three games due to an upper-body injury. Hughes participated in 
optional morning skate on Thursday, but was labeled week-to-week last 
Thursday. 

Hughes leads the Devils in both goals (35) and points (67). 

The Blues beat the Devils 5-3 on Jan. 5 in Newark despite being outshot 
39-19. Jordan Binnington made 36 saves that night. 

“I didn’t think we played overly well, but we found a way to capitalize on 
some plays and we got good goaltending that game,” Berube said. “That 
was big.” 

Saad out, Neighbours up 

The Blues placed forward Brandon Saad (upper-body) on injured reserve 
on Thursday morning, and recalled Jake Neighbours from AHL affiliate 
Springfield. Neighbours will play on a line with Noel Acciari and Sammy 
Blais as Ivan Barbashev was promoted to play alongside Ryan O’Reilly 
and Pavel Buchnevich. 

Neighbours scored a goal in his last NHL game on Jan. 26 at Winnipeg 
before he was sent down during the All-Star break to the AHL. Springfield 
has been on a roll, winning nine straight games. 

“Got a lot of guys back from injury that have been hurt all year, so roster 
looks a lot different than it did at the start of the year, and starting to find 
some success,” Neighbours said. “I want to be here as much as I can 
and whenever I can. But they’ve got a good team down there, it’s fun to 
be a part of.” 
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Berube said the Blues would monitor Saad’s status, “to see how he feels 
day to day.” He is not eligible to return until next week’s game against 
Vancouver. 

Blues defenseman Torey Krug is probable to play on Thursday against 
the Devils after he missed the end of Tuesday’s game with a lower-body 
injury. Berube said “we’ll have somebody ready in case” Krug can’t play. 

Thursday’s game will begin at 8 p.m. and be broadcast on ESPN. Bob 
Wischusen will handle play-by-play duties with Brian Boucher as an 
analyst and Leah Hextall as the reporter. John Buccigross and Barry 
Melrose will be in studio. 
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Ryan O’Reilly, Tage Thompson and hockey’s ultimate win-win trade 

 

Jeremy Rutherford 

14-18 minutes 2/16/2023 

 

Ryan O’Reilly, married the day before, was playing volleyball with family. 

“My brother (Cal) comes up and says, ‘Where’s your phone?'” O’Reilly 
recalls. “He said, ‘Your agent just called me and wants you to call him 
back.’ So I called, and he’s like, ‘Ryan, you’re going to St. Louis!'” 

Tage Thompson was on the couch at the home of his parents, Brent and 
Kim, when Blues general manager Doug Armstrong called. 

“We were kind of joking, ‘Maybe I got traded!’ and it actually was,” 
Thompson remembers. 

The 2018 blockbuster deal was one of the biggest in St. Louis and 
Buffalo history, with the Blues acquiring the All-Star center O’Reilly and 
the Sabres getting Patrik Berglund, Vladimir Sobotka, a 2019 first-round 
pick, a 2021 second and a prospect in Thompson whose promise had 
somewhat dulled. 

It was seen as a fleecing for the Blues at the time, but no one, not even 
O’Reilly, knew how their careers were about to change. 

A year later, O’Reilly would win a Stanley Cup and a Conn Smythe 
Trophy, and while Thompson would spend the next couple of years 
paying his dues, one of the game’s brightest young stars wouldn’t trade 
the way it all played out. 

With O’Reilly back in the trade rumor mill this year and possibly on his 
way out of St. Louis, The Athletic reached out to several people involved 
in the deal that brought him to town in the first place — and its aftermath. 
It’s part of a series of stories we’re doing looking back at how trades 
really go down ahead of this year’s March 3 deadline. 

The general managers who put the trade together weren’t willing to talk. 
Armstrong said he’ll reflect on past trades when his managing days are 
over, and former Sabres GM Jason Botterill, now an assistant in Seattle, 
has turned down several offers to discuss it. But we did chat with O’Reilly 
and Thompson, his father Brent, ex-Buffalo assistant GM Randy Sexton 
and current Sabres coach Don Granato. 

Here’s what they remember. 

Sexton, 63, was Botterill’s right-hand man at the time. He remembers the 
Sabres reaching a decision to move O’Reilly, then 26, because they were 
building for the future. 

“Clearly, both organizations were at different stages of the championship 
cycle,” Sexton says. “The Blues were close and believed they needed a 
Ryan O’Reilly-type player to get them over the top. We didn’t really want 
to trade Ryan O’Reilly, but we knew to get some of the pieces we’d need, 
the time was right.” 

Once O’Reilly was officially on the block, there was a lot of interest, so 
Buffalo put together a priority list of teams and a strategy on how to 
approach each potential trade. Some wanted to send the Sabres draft 
picks, while others wished to move salary. 

During that process, Armstrong was aggressive. 

“He was very clear that Ryan was a guy he would like to acquire,” Sexton 
says. 

The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun wrote at the time that the clubs calling on 
O’Reilly also included Montreal, Carolina and Philadelphia, and Sexton 
says there were three that Buffalo engaged with in detailed discussions. 

The Sabres asked about the Blues’ Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas, 
but Armstrong wasn’t moving them. Botterill and Armstrong went back 
and forth. 

“Players that we might’ve wanted early on, Doug was unwilling to part 
with because they were playing well,” Sexton says. “Or others were 
playing more poorly than we would’ve (liked), and he wanted to trade 
them to us. Deals like this evolve. 

“We were making progress, but we were making progress concurrent 
with other teams, as well.” 

O’Reilly had no idea he would be shopped that summer. He had just 
wrapped up the second year of a seven-year, $52.5 million contract, 
scoring 24 goals and 61 points in 81 games. But the Sabres went 25-45-
12 (62 points), and in addition to O’Reilly not fitting their trajectory, there 
had been backlash to an end-of-the-year interview he did in which he 
admitted losing his love for the game at times during the year. 

“I kind of felt like I was doing the right thing, trying to take responsibility,” 
O’Reilly says. “I just maybe shared something a little too in-depth, but 
still, I don’t regret it at all.” 

O’Reilly says he was shocked to learn shortly after that he could be 
traded because he thought he’d “be there forever.” But without a no-trade 
clause, he had no control. 

“They were going to take the best deal they could find, and I had no idea 
where I was going,” O’Reilly says. “You just hope you’re going to a good 
team.” 

On June 22 and 23, the NHL held its amateur draft in Dallas. Buffalo had 
the No. 1 pick. 

At one point, Botterill and Armstrong were seen chatting on the draft 
floor, which made some suspect an O’Reilly-to-St. Louis deal could be 
imminent. 

“You could certainly feel the momentum moving on the trade front, and 
with St. Louis,” Sexton says. “But I don’t recall it being close enough 
where we could say, ‘If we think this is Doug’s best offer, then we should 
take it because it’s the best deal.’ I don’t think we were there yet.” 

The first iterations of the Blues’ offer did not include Thompson, the 6-
foot-6 then-20-year-old the Blues had moved up two spots to take at No. 
26 in the 2016 draft. 

After playing 16 games in the AHL in 2016-17, Thompson had begun the 
2017-18 season in St. Louis but didn’t stick. 

“Going into that season, I just wanted to do anything I could to stay in the 
NHL,” Thompson says. “I probably wasn’t ready physically. I was always 
very tall — but pretty weak.” 
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Thompson’s father had a better feel for the situation than most dads. A 
defenseman, he played in 121 NHL games, then got into coaching. He’s 
now in his ninth season with the New York Islanders’ AHL affiliate. 

“I don’t know if he was 100 percent ready,” Brent says. “He was young, 
and they were trying to teach him the game from a defensive aspect, 
which is something everyone needs to learn. (But) they were trying to 
pretty much develop him in the NHL, and that’s a tough thing to do.” 

Buffalo saw the potential, though. 

“The combination of size, speed, skill, sense, shot — those things were 
just so attractive for the type of team that we were trying to build,” Sexton 
says. “He was just a perfect fit.” 

Without Thompson, there was no trade from the Sabres’ perspective. 

“‘Botsy’ was insistent,” Sexton says. “Tage wasn’t part of the original 
couple of offers, but as the deal evolved, he became a more permanent 
piece. I think Doug accepted that and, like any good GM, tried to 
negotiate the other pieces of the deal in his favor.” 

In addition to Thompson, Armstrong was offering a pair of players many 
considered disposable. Berglund, then 29, was viewed as an 
underachiever. Sobotka, 30, had just come back from playing in the KHL. 

“We didn’t want our players to feel that we had gutted the team, so we 
were bringing back NHL players for the short-term while we built the 
long-term core,” Sexton says. “We were able to ultimately craft a deal 
that both parties were satisfied with.” 

So the two teams agreed on the deal, which may not have been possible 
if not for a little-known detail that wasn’t public at the time. 

In 2017, Berglund had signed a five-year contract with the Blues that 
included a “modified” no-trade clause, which allowed him to veto a trade 
to a limited number of teams. The Sabres likely would’ve been on that 
list, but Berglund’s agent, Peter Wallen, never turned the list into the 
Blues, thus voiding his protection. 

In the days before the trade, O’Reilly’s mind was elsewhere. On June 30, 
he was marrying his longtime girlfriend, Dayna Douros, and was told not 
to be concerned about any breaking news. 

“My agent said, ‘Don’t worry, you’re not going to get traded on your 
wedding day,'” O’Reilly recalls. “That was the only thing I knew.” 

The next day was July 1, the first day of free agency, which was also the 
day O’Reilly was scheduled to receive the stipulated $7.5 million signing 
bonus in his contract. 

Armstrong had gotten approval from Blues’ ownership to make the trade 
and pay the bonus, but then the Blues signed free-agent forwards David 
Perron and Tyler Bozak, which seemed to signal they were out of the 
O’Reilly talks. 

“When we saw the Bozak signing, we thought, ‘OK, Doug is signing 
somebody to replace Sobotka and/or Berglund, so that’s probably a good 
sign,'” Sexton says. 

About eight hours later, indeed, it was announced: O’Reilly was joining 
the Blues. 

The newlywed O’Reilly found out from his agent on the volleyball court at 
his sister’s house. 

“All the family was around, so everyone was just cheering,” O’Reilly 
remembers. “There was just so much excitement, coming from a 
situation where I was trying to steer a team in the right direction and now 
joining this team with the veterans they had.” 

O’Reilly took a phone call from Armstrong and told the GM, “Let’s go win 
a Cup!” 

“I didn’t know (the phone call) was going to be recorded,” O’Reilly said, 
laughing at the prophetic statement. 

"Let's go win a Cup!" 

A call from Armstrong got a much different reaction at the Thompson 
house. 

Thompson had just returned from playing for Team USA at the World 
Championships, where Mike Yeo, the Blues’ coach at the time, was an 
assistant coach for Team Canada. Yeo had been telling Thompson about 
the Blues’ high expectations for him in the coming season. 

“I remember him sitting on our couch at my house and he got the call 
from Armstrong, and the facial expression was … I knew something was 
wrong,” Brent says. “It was a five-for-one deal, and he was just one of the 
extras. It was Berglund, Sobotka and a couple draft picks and then Tage 
was thrown in there as a young guy that had a hopeful future.” 

“Hopeful” was the key word. 

That first year with the Sabres, Thompson had seven goals and 12 points 
in 65 games and ended the season back in the AHL. 

“I was kind of hoping he would get sent down just for development 
purposes,” his dad says. “He finally did at the end of the year, and you 
saw the skill set, the elite scoring, the way he could take a game over, 
and you saw the shot. That was the best move that could probably 
happen to him at the end of that first year.” 

Unfortunately for Thompson, while he was getting knocked out in the first 
round of the AHL playoffs, the Blues were on their way to winning the 
Stanley Cup, and O’Reilly was playing a huge part. 

After netting 28 goals and 77 points in 82 regular-season games, O’Reilly 
had seven goals and 23 points in 26 playoff games, becoming the first 
player since Wayne Gretzky to score in four consecutive Stanley Cup 
Final games. He won the Conn Smythe Trophy as the postseason MVP. 

“I can only imagine what it was like for Tage,” says Granato, who 
coached Thompson at the U.S. National Team Development Program 
before joining Buffalo’s coaching staff. “He gets traded for Ryan O’Reilly, 
he’s a young guy, he doesn’t have any experience, and people are 
looking at him like … he’d have to describe that.” 

So we asked Thompson. 

“It sucks seeing the team you were just on win the Cup, and the guy you 
were just traded for have the success he did,” he says. “I knew that the 
expectations from the trade were already there, and then they’d been 
magnified. It just put that much more pressure on me to develop at a 
quicker rate than I felt I was ready for. I hadn’t even played a full season 
in the NHL yet, so I was still trying to find my way, and I knew people 
expected a lot out of me.” 

But it wasn’t just Thompson watching the Blues’ success and knowing 
Sabres fans’ skepticism of the trade would intensify. 

“You’re happy for Ryan, but from a pure Buffalo perspective, it’s like, 
‘Really?'” Sexton says. “It’s kind of the worst-case scenario. He hoists the 
Cup and has a great playoff. But you have to accept that that could 
happen. We were happy with Tage and the picks, and we moved on.” 

It didn’t help that Berglund played just 23 games for Buffalo before going 
AWOL and having his contract terminated. Sobotka’s career came to a 
premature end after knee surgery. And Ryan Johnson, the player the 
Sabres chose at No. 31 in 2019 with the Blues’ pick, hasn’t yet made it to 
the NHL, currently a senior at the University of Minnesota. 

So if the trade was going to be viewed evenly to this point, Thompson 
was the one who had to turn into something. In 2019-20 and 2020-21, he 
played a combined 39 NHL games because of a shoulder surgery and 
time spent on the taxi squad under former Buffalo coach Ralph Krueger. 

In May 2021, Krueger was fired and replaced by Granato, who saw the 
work Thompson was putting in. 
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“The cameras should’ve been on him the last three years, not now, 
because every day he kept making himself better until he could break 
that threshold,” Granato says. 

Thompson blasted through that thresh-hold with 38 goals and 68 points 
in 78 games last season and has 35 goals and 69 points in 52 games in 
2022-23, through Tuesday — a 55-goal, 109-point pace. 

“I always knew I was capable of that success,” Thompson says. “It was 
just: When was I going to get there? The previous years, I felt like I was 
grinding, trying to find that opportunity. Once Donny took over, he gave 
me that opportunity and put me in situations where I could show that I 
could score.” 

“I’m not sure I’ll ever see another one like it.” 

O’Reilly has noticed from afar and doesn’t hear anyone telling him the 
Blues fleeced the Sabres anymore. 

“I look at it now, and I don’t think they did,” he says. “Yeah, it just took a 
while to play out. 

“Every time I turn on the TV, he’s got another sweet highlight. He’s just a 
dominant player right now, and what he does with the puck — the 
patience, the playmaking ability — he’s one of the best players in the 
league right now.” 

Brent chuckles. 

“Yeah, well listen, Ryan’s got a ring, so that’s pretty special,” he says. 
“That was the right move for St. Louis to get better to win the Cup, and 
that was the right move for Buffalo to grow and put them in the position 
they’re in now.” 

Granato goes as far as to say “it’s in the top 10 of win-win trades in NHL 
history.” 

Meanwhile, Botterill, who was let go by the Sabres in June 2020, is 
getting some deserved due. 

“When you make big trades, trades involving multiple players and high-
profile players, particularly for futures, you have to be given the time to let 
that trade unfold, to truly assess whether it was a good trade or not,” 
Sexton says. “Jason believed in what we were doing and had the 
courage to do it, and it’s just such a shame now that he’s not getting the 
benefit of Tage’s performance because, had it not been for Jason 
Botterill, Tage Thompson would not be in Buffalo.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.17.2023 

1268379 Ottawa Senators 

 

SNAPSHOTS: This will also be a special night for Alex DeBrincat as he 
faces the Hawks 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Published Feb 16, 2023  

 

Alex DeBrincat will be facing a lot of familiar faces Friday with the 
Chicago Blackhawks in town. 

It will be the first time the Ottawa Senators winger will face the Hawks 
since he was acquired by the club in the off-season. 

Sign up to receive daily headline news from the Ottawa SUN, a division 
of Postmedia Network Inc. 
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“I’ve got a lot of buddies over there, but a lot of new guys so it shouldn’t 
be hard to get focused,” DeBrincat said Thursday at the Canadian Tire 
Centre. “It’s definitely one that I want to win. It’s probably less weird (it’s 
now) because I’m more comfortable here. I’ve been apart from them for a 
quite a while and it’s been good here.” 

DeBrincat has been a strong addition and has made himself at home. 

“He’s been really good,” said coach D.J. Smith. “I don’t know how many 
posts and crossbars he’s hit but if they were keeping the stat, it’d be up 
there as the league lead. He could have 30 already.” 

SALUTING A WARRIOR 

Don’t forget the pre-game ceremony to retire rugged winger Chris Neil’s 
No. 25 gets under way at 6 p.m. It will be shown locally on TSN5 for 
those who don’t have seat to this sold-out game. 

Dorion couldn’t say enough about the contributions Neil made during his 
15 seasons with the team, and he’s still in the organization as the club’s 
VP of business and community development. 

“I’m honoured to be the GM when we’re retiring Chris Neil’s number,” 
general manager Pierre Dorion said Thursday. “Chris, as a player, was a 
warrior on and off the ice, he did everything to get the maximum out of 
himself. He’s someone that we’re happy is still part of the organization. 

“Our fans really identify with him and if there was a war on, I’d want Chris 
Neil by my side. Being from Ottawa, people know the importance that 
Chris Neil brought to the team and the organization.” 

Former defenceman Wade Redden, who’s in the club’s player-
development department and was placed in the club’s Ring of Honour 
earlier this season, is thrilled for Neil. The two even went for a skate 
together Thursday with former Senators captain Daniel Alfredsson before 
practice. 

“It’s a big night for Neiler. He’s been a good buddy for a long time and I’m 
really happy for him,” Redden said. “I look back to when he first came to 
our team, what we were lacking and he brought a lot of energy and a lot 
of toughness. He brought that every time he showed up to the rink. 

“He was the first guy at the rink every day, the first guy in every drill and 
he took our team to another level He came in with (Mike) Fisher and then 
we got (Anton) Volchenkov, who added a element of toughness with 
Curtis Leschyshyn. That really took our team to another level.” 

THE INJURY LIST 

Cam Talbot will skate with his teammates for the first time since suffering 
a groin injury Jan. 21st against the New York Islanders Friday morning. 

The veteran goaltender will also take part in the club’s practice Saturday 
and then a decision will be made if he can start Monday in Boston. Smith 
said Mads Sogaard will make the start against the Hawks and then a 
decision will be made on Sunday’s visit by the St. Louis Blues. 

“(Talbot) had a good day today, a really good day today and he’s 
trending in the right direction,” Dorion said. 

The club is hoping to have rookie blueliner Jake Sanderson back for next 
week’s back-to-back games against the Carolina Hurricanes Friday and 
the Montreal Canadiens Saturday on the road. 

Veteran defenceman Nick Holden was placed on injured-reserve with an 
upper body injury but the hope is he won’t be out long. 

Dorion said centre Josh Norris had his shoulder surgery about three 
weeks ago and he will be healthy in time for camp in September. 

It’s the same scenario for goaltender Anton Forsberg, who tore both 
MCL’s in his knee last Saturday against Edmonton. He’s back walking 
without wearing braces but won’t return before next year. 

THE LAST WORDS 
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All Dorion would like to see down the stretch is the Senators not suffer 
any more injuries. 

“I wish we could have gone 20 to 25 games somewhat healthy, because I 
think it would give you the best indication of where we are as an 
organization,” Dorion said. “There are teams that are on the build that 
have rarely had any injuries, I wish that could have happened to us. 

“I have a good idea that this is a team moving forward that will be in the 
playoffs and contend for the playoffs as long as everything stays status 
quo. I know this nucleus is one of the best in the NHL. Most of the guys 
are signed long term. And I think our fans know, that’s why they’re behind 
us.” 

Dorion said the fact the Senators are for sale hasn’t had any impact on 
day-to-day business. He is in regular contact with the club’s three-person 
board. 

“I’ve communicated regularly with the board this year, and I’ve always 
told them we’re going to do what’s best for the organization, best for the 
team,” Dorion said. “And at that point in time, when new owners come in, 
whenever that will be, I’ll sit down with them and give them what the plan 
is and move forward.” 
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Former Senators' centre Mike Fisher is thrilled his old buddy Chris Neil's 
No. 25 will be retired Friday 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Published Feb 16, 2023  

 

Mike Fisher will be watching from the Music City when Chris Neil has his 
No. 25 pulled to the rafters at the Canadian Tire Centre. 

The 42-year-old Fisher would have loved to be there in person to see his 
longtime friend and teammate have his number retired by the Ottawa 
Senators, but his wife Carrie Underwood is on her Denim and 
Rhinestones Tour so he will tune in from the couple’s home in Nashville. 

Fisher suited up for 675 games with the Senators during his NHL career 
and many of those were played with Neil. Fisher was thrilled to see the 
Senators’ Player Honouring Committee voted for Neil to join No. 11, 
Daniel Alfredsson, and No. 4, Chris Phillips, in having their numbers 
retired. 

Players who had Neil’s kind of career don’t get this honour often. 

“Usually, it’s the guys who are hall-of-famers or who are leading in 
offensive categories but I wasn’t surprised one bit because he deserves it 
for the amount he gave to the city and the team,” Fisher told this 
newspaper from his Nashville home in an interview this week. 

“Really, he had the toughest job there is in hockey and night-in, night-out 
he lived it with just the way that he played. You can’t name too many 
people that have done what he has done for the city overall. He was a 
fan favourite there for such a good reason. He’s just a great guy and he 
treated fans so well and he respected people. 

“You could go on and on. When I heard the news, I was so excited for 
him and I called him right away.” 

Neil and Fisher grew up in this organization together. They were both 
selected in the 1998 NHL draft and got to know each other at 

development camps. Fisher was selected No. 44 overall in the second-
round while the Senators took a flyer on Neil with a sixth-round pick. 

They lived together for the first four or five years of their career, were 
roommates on the road and had each other to lean on in the tough times 
while also getting a chance to share the good times. 

“We had so many good memories from living together,” Fisher said. “We 
really were like brothers. He was so good. I can think of numerous times 
where we’d be out for dinner and just the amount of time that he took 
with people. He would never turn down anything. 

“He was so gracious with the fans and he showed so much patience with 
people. He really was remarkable the way he treated people. That was a 
testament to his character and the kind of guy that he is.” 

To know what Neil means in Ottawa you have to live in this community. 

Born in Flesherton, Ont., Neil has made his home here with his wife, 
Caitlin, and the couple’s two children. Neil suited up for 1,026 games in 
16 seasons with the Senators. He finished with 112 goals and 250 points 
but his game was never about being an offensive player. He had an an 
even bigger role. 

Neil’s job was to serve and protect his teammates. He did it with every 
ounce of blood he had in his body. He holds the franchise-record for 
penalty minutes with 2,522 and he was never afraid to do what was 
necessary to make sure there were no shenanigans. 

“He never got suspended once in his career, which is amazing because 
he wasn’t well-liked by opposing teams because of what he did,” Fisher 
said. 

Neil may not have been well-liked but he was respected by the 
opposition. 

“He really just was a warrior,” Fisher said. “He stayed relatively healthy 
throughout his career and that’s amazing for the way that he played. He 
was durable and you never questioned the way he played or his work 
ethic because you knew what you were getting every single night. What 
more could you want?” 

In 2011, after Fisher was dealt to Nashville so he could be closer to 
Underwod, Neil and Caitlin were named the honourary co-chairs of 
Roger Neilson’s House, a pediatric palliative care centre at the Children 
Hospital of Eastern Ontario. 

When Fisher talks about contributions, that’s exactly what he means. 

People like to debate jersey retirements but there shouldn’t be any 
regarding Neil. 

Fisher couldn’t think of anyone more deserving than his old friend. 

“That is the hardest job on in hockey,” Fisher repeated. “The way he 
sacrificed his body night-in and night-out. He wasn’t the biggest guy but 
he could fight anyone and he would, plus he contributed. There’s not 
many guys who contributed in all areas of the ice like Chris. 

“There’s not many guys who could hit the way he did. You talk about 
open-ice hits and he’s one of the best at it. Fighting, he was one of the 
best at it and he probably didn’t get enough credit for the skill in his game 
as well. He could really play in all areas. He did it for so long by playing 
1,000 games in the same city and just the passion that he had playing 
the game.” 
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GARRIOCH: Sitting on the fence with deadline approaching, Dorion says 
he won't move DeBrincat 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Published Feb 16, 2023 

 

Pierre Dorion is ready for whatever scenario presents itself. 

The Ottawa Senators general manager hasn’t ruled out being a buyer, 
seller or even doing a little bit of both with the NHL trade deadline set for 
March 3rd at 3 p.m. EST. 

“Our goal, all year, was to play meaningful games and we’re playing 
meaningful games,” Dorion said. “Everybody is probably wondering 
whether we’re a buyer or a seller? Let’s see where the next seven games 
take us. We have to pretty much decide (then). 

“We have a plan in place if we’re going to be a buyer or going to be a 
seller. We might just be standing pat because we made a lot of moves in 
the summer to prepare to play meaningful games. We feel right now 
what’s going on around the league is everybody is feeling each other out. 
You haven’t seen many trades, except maybe one, so there’s teams 
trying to figure out what they want to do. 

“We could be a buyer at certain positions and a seller (at others). There’s 
a lot of balls in the air and, as a GM, this is the most fun time of the year.” 

A player who won’t be dealt is high-scoring winger Alex DeBrincat. A 
restricted free agent in July, his name has been mentioned as a trade 
target, but Dorion wants to keep DeBrincat, who has scored 18 goals and 
44 points in 53 games here. 

“Alex DeBrincat’s not being traded. No chance,” Dorion said. “So, we’ll 
just see where it goes at the end of the year and if we sign a contract 
with him before then, we’ll see what happens. But he’s not getting 
traded.” 

That shouldn’t come as any surprise, but Dorion is open for business on 
some of his unrestricted free agents before the deadline. 

As this newspaper has reported, the club has gotten a lot of calls on 
rugged winger Auston Watson in recent weeks while Dorion is willing to 
listen on goaltender Cam Talbot, winger Tyler Motte and veteran 
defenceman Nick Holden. 

Dorion said if there’s interest he’s ready to talk but noted his phone 
hasn’t been ringing off the hook for some players either. 

There’s been talk linking the Pittsburgh Penguins and Los Angeles Kings 
to the 35-year-old Talbot but we’ve been led to believe there wasn’t any 
interest before he was injured Jan. 21st and the groin injury he suffered 
certainly didn’t help drum up business. 

“When it comes to whatever position it’s always about the offer and the 
demand,” said Dorion. “People don’t realize that you don’t get a call on 
certain players. People think you’re getting a million calls, and I’m not 
talking about Cam specifically, but people think you get calls about 
certain players and you never got a call.” 

Centre Derick Brassard, a UFA, will return against the Hawks and Dorion 
noted the 35-year-old Gatineau native is also staying put as well. He’s 
only seven games away from 1,000 in his career. 

“Derrick Brassard will play his 1000th game with the Senators,” he said. 
“Unless there’s a trade that shocks us, I would put it at 99.9 per cent.” 

The club has also been pleased with the role veteran defenceman Travis 
Hamonic has played and likely won’t move him either. He’s been a strong 
mentor for Jake Sanderson, has fit in well in the dressing room and the 
expectation is the club will make a decision on Hamonic at the end of the 
year. 

“Travis is a really good leader,” said Dorion. “No matter what anyone 
says, I’ll tell you he’s helped Jake Sanderson’s transition to the NHL — 
having a steady partner, having someone that talks to you, having 
someone that’s gone to war. So, do I see a future ? For sure. He’s 
probably someone that we’re not going to move at the trade deadline. 

“We want him here and we’ll see at the end of the season where this 
path takes us.” 

If the Senators do decide to go shopping, Dorion would still like that 
elusive right shot defenceman, but that’s not an easy market to make a 
deal. The club has been linked to Matt Dumba of the Minnesota Wild and 
there’s been whispers the Kings are open to business for several of their 
blueliners. 

Is Dorion still looking for a defenceman? 

“As are about 22 teams? Yes, but when you look at our defence with how 
great Jake Sanderson has been and look how he played against the best 
player in the league (Saturday). I think Connor McDavid was pretty 
frustrated playing against him and look how Erik Brannstrom has stepped 
up,” Dorion said. 

“As a whole our defence has been pretty good. People will say we faced 
48 shots against the New York Islanders but they had six power plays 
and we had three. As I always say, if we can improve at any position we’ll 
try to improve.” 
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Senators’ Pierre Dorion addresses Ottawa’s trade deadline plans, Alex 
DeBrincat, and more 
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The last time Pierre Dorion met the local media, the Senators season 
was spinning out of control. 

It was early November and with Ottawa off to a flat start — winning just 
four of its first 11 games — Dorion stood in front of reporters at Canadian 
Tire Centre and steadfastly defended D.J. Smith.  

Three months later, Dorion stood in the exact same spot for another 
session with reporters. But this time, his club is in the midst of a stretch 
where they’ve won six of their past seven contests. 

And as such, the general manager was in a positive mood as he readied 
himself to answer questions ahead of this year’s NHL trade deadline. 

“This is the most fun time of the year as a GM. There’s no doubt about 
that,” Dorion said with a wide smile. 

Dorion spoke to reporters for more than 15 minutes on Thursday, 
answering a wide range of questions about the club. Here are the 10 key 
takeaways from his session, with some analysis on each item. 

It’s the middle of February. 

Both Ottawa goalies are injured. 

And the team is well out of the playoff race. 

Andrew Hammond has seen this script before and he seized the 
moment. 
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Are the Sens a buyer or seller at the trade deadline? 

A few weeks ago, we would have put the Senators firmly in the seller 
camp. They had a double-digit deficit to make up in the playoff race, not 
to mention six teams to leapfrog. But winning six of their past seven 
games has altered the perception of what the Senators might do in 
advance of the March 3 trade deadline. And Dorion openly admitted their 
status is up in the air right now. 

“I think everyone is wondering, ‘Are we a buyer or a seller?’  Let’s see 
where these next seven games take us,” Dorion said. “We have a plan in 
place if we are going to be a buyer. If we are going to be a seller. We 
might also be standing pat also.” 

The general manager later added, “We could be a buyer at certain 
positions. A seller at certain positions. There’s a lot of balls in play.” 

Dorion said they would like to have a firm plan in place before their game 
on March 2 at Madison Square Garden against the Rangers. 

“For us, our goal all year was to play meaningful games. I think we are 
there,” says Dorion. “We’re playing meaningful games.” 

My analysis: I think the playoffs remain a long shot for the Senators. 
They still have to pass five teams in the standings in order to accomplish 
that goal. But on the plus side, they trail Washington by seven points for 
the final wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference and they hold three 
games in hand on the Capitals. And if Dorion is waiting to see how the 
team fares in the next seven games, there are certainly some winnable 
contests on the horizon. Five of those games are against teams currently 
out of the playoff picture — Chicago, St. Louis, Montreal and two games 
against Detroit. If the Senators manage to take care of business in those 
games, we could be looking at a scenario where they push themselves 
into being legitimate playoff contenders. 

This team has left itself zero margin for error in the playoff race. But if 
they can win at least five of these next seven games, they could find 
themselves within reach of the last wild-card spot in the conference. The 
entire philosophy of this organization leading into the trade deadline may 
very well hinge on those two back-to-back games against Detroit on 
February 27 and 28. 

Alex DeBrincat is not on the trade market 

As you would expect from a general manager ahead of the trade 
deadline, Dorion spoke in vague terms on several topics. But he was 
very clear and direct when speaking about the status of Alex DeBrincat in 
the next two weeks. 

“Alex DeBrincat is not being traded. No chance,” Dorion said firmly. “Well 
see where it goes at the end of the year, if we’ve signed a contract with 
him. But he’s not getting traded.” 

It doesn’t sound like there is much traction in the way of contract 
negotiations between the two sides right now. On Thursday, DeBrincat 
indicated that things have been fairly quiet on that front. 

“I honestly really don’t know too much. I leave it to my agent (Jeff 
Jackson) to figure it out,” DeBrincat said. “We talk every once in a while, 
but I haven’t heard too much.” 

When Dorion was asked to update the status of negotiations, he opted to 
deliver a humorous line instead. 

“I’m not allowed to make jokes, but I maybe bought a Chipotle franchise,” 
Dorion said with a laugh. 

That quip was seemingly in reference to DeBrincat recently lamenting to 
The Athletic he had to drive all the way to downtown Ottawa to eat at 
Chipotle. 

When DeBrincat was relayed Dorion’s joke on Thursday, he was asked if 
a Chipotle in the west end of town might sway him to sign in Ottawa. 

“That would be nice. Maybe we can get a deal done with that,” DeBrincat 
said laughing. “That would be good.” 

My analysis: The biggest takeaway here is that everything with DeBrincat 
is in a holding pattern. He’s not being traded and it doesn’t sound like a 
contract extension is imminent. So where does this leave us? 

I think he plays out the season and then there will be a chance to take a 
long pause to see if this is a relationship that works for both sides. 
DeBrincat has a $9 million qualifying offer for next season, before 
potentially walking to unrestricted free agency in the summer of 2024. 
Signing DeBrincat to a long-term extension is probably going to end up 
costing Ottawa north of $60 million in total. That’s a massive financial 
commitment for a club that currently has a “For Sale” sign on the lawn. It 
feels like we’ll see a resolution on this story at some point in the summer, 
but nothing will happen ahead of the trade deadline. 

What impact is the sale of the team having on Dorion ahead of the trade 
deadline? 

Clearly this is a unique situation as the Senators are in the middle of a 
sale process as the trade deadline approaches. 

“The board has been great, they’ve allowed us to improve this team. And 
once the trade deadline comes, if we can improve the team, I’m pretty 
sure we’ll get their full support,” said Dorion. 

Even if the Senators conditional sale is processed at some point in the 
next four-to-six weeks, it’s highly unlikely it would have any impact on the 
organization this season. Any significant changes to personnel and staff 
would likely occur in the spring and summer. With that uncertainty, 
Dorion says he’s operating with the same philosophy as always — which 
is to act in the best interest of the club in the long term. 

“As for moving forward, I’ve always told them we’re going to do what’s 
best for the organization, best for the team,” said Dorion.”At that point in 
time, when new owners come in — whenever that might be — I’ll sit 
down with them and give them what the plan is and move forward.” 

My analysis: I think when a new ownership group comes in, they’ll have a 
chance to study the organization and decide what changes they want to 
make to their hockey operations personnel. Dorion and D.J. Smith’s best 
chances of maintaining job security likely comes with a playoff berth this 
season. If Ottawa qualifies for the playoffs, it could very well be tangible 
evidence this organization is headed in the right direction. 

Are the Senators still looking for that coveted top-four defenceman? 

When asked if the Senators were on the hunt for that coveted top-four 
blueliner ahead of the trade deadline, Dorion said they were—- “along 
with 22 other teams looking for defencemen.” 

But Dorion then explained that Jake Sanderson has blossomed nicely 
into a legitimate top-four defenceman. (Sanderson should be ready to 
return from his upper body injury by the end of this month). Dorion also 
said Erik Brannstrom has “stepped up” in recent games to fill the void left 
by Sanderson. 

“As a whole, our defence has been pretty good,” Dorion said. “If we can 
improve at any position, we’ll look at improving any position.” 

My analysis: Landing a top-four defenceman has become as fruitless and 
frustrating as Ottawa’s attempts to move to a downtown arena. We keep 
hearing it’s going to happen, but until it actually transpires, we’re sick of 
hearing about the process. 

But if Ottawa does manage to win five or six of its next seven games, I 
think this should absolutely be their target. Adding one more capable and 
stable defenceman to the mix would likely elevate the entire group. 
Couple that with a healthy Sanderson and maybe the Senators have 
themselves a bonafide top six down the stretch. But as Dorion hinted, the 
majority of teams around the league are probably looking to upgrade 
their blue lines. So if the Senators are serious about adding at that 
position, they will likely need to surrender a decent asset. 

Travis Hamonic is not being traded at the deadline 
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The Senators have a handful of pending UFAs who might bring a draft 
pick or prospect in return if they are traded at the deadline. 

But it sounds like Travis Hamonic won’t be one of the players they part 
with if they become sellers. When asked if he sees Hamonic as part of 
the team’s roster beyond this season, Dorion sounded like he was very 
much open to the idea. 

“Do I see a future? For sure. He’s probably someone that we’re not going 
to move at the trade deadline,” said Dorion. “And we want him here. We’ll 
see at the end of the season where this path takes us.” 

My analysis: The 32-year-old Hamonic has played through a lot of pain 
this season, constantly blocking shots and putting his body in harm’s 
way. And when you talk to Sanderson, the rookie lauds the influence his 
veteran partner has had during his first season in the NHL. 

If the Senators do retain Hamonic for another season, this might be the 
equivalent of what they did with Nick Holden last year. Bring him back on 
a fairly cheap, one-year deal to play as a 5-6-7 defenceman. 

Let’s start with the good news. Cam Talbot, who has been sidelined for a 
few weeks with a lower-body injury, had a very positive session by 
himself on Thursday. The plan is to have him back practicing with the 
team this weekend and there is an outside chance he could play Monday 
at Boston. Worst-case scenario, it sounds like he should be back for 
Friday’s game in Carolina next week. 

Mads Søgaard and Kevin Mandolese have been brilliant in Talbot’s 
absence and on Thursday, Dorion was asked if their performance would 
alter his plans for Talbot at the trade deadline. Dorion offered up an 
interesting comment as part of his answer. 

“It’s always a thing of offer and demand. People don’t realize sometimes, 
you don’t get a call on certain players,” Dorion said. “People think that 
you’re getting a million calls.” 

Dorion was quick to point out that he was speaking in general terms and 
not just about Talbot. But it was certainly an interesting nugget to toss in 
there. 

My analysis: If I’m reading between the lines, I’m guessing Dorion’s 
phone hasn’t been buzzing with calls about Talbot. He’s had two 
significant injuries this season that have kept him sidelined for several 
weeks at a time. 

But as well as Søgaard and Mandolese have played, Ottawa’s best 
chances of jumping into the playoff race likely rest with Talbot. So in an 
ideal world, I think the Senators would like to see Talbot return healthy 
and play the majority of games for the team down the stretch. The 
season-ending injury to Forsberg was certainly devastating and if Ottawa 
has any thoughts of staying relevant in the wild-card race, they are going 
to need Talbot. 

Thursday marked the first time Dorion spoke to the media since the club 
parted ways with AHL head coach Troy Mann earlier this month. It was 
certainly a surprising move, but Dorion did not shed any more light on the 
situation when asked directly about the firing. 

“I think Ryan Bowness spoke very well about it. Him and I made that 
decision and it was for the betterment of the organization,” Dorion said. 
“And we move on and I don’t know if I can add any more to it.” 

Dorion was then asked about the whispers of trust issues between Mann 
and the Senators’ front office that have been floated on social media. 

“I don’t talk about rumours. I talk about facts,” said Dorion. “And I think 
Ryan alluded really well to it that for us, we needed to make this decision. 
He had experience seeing what Wilkes-Barre and Pittsburgh did and we 
made the decision for the best of the organization.” 

My analysis: I wrote this at the time of the firing and I still believe this to 
be true: I think there is more to this story than meets the eye. The timing 
of the decision was certainly curious, but for now, all sides are staying 
fairly quiet about the circumstances that led to Mann’s dismissal. 

Will we see any AHL call ups down the stretch? 

In a TSN 1200 radio interview last month, Dorion suggested the club 
would love to give a handful of Belleville players some NHL action down 
the stretch. But after winning six of their last seven games, it sounds like 
that plan might be on hold. 

“In previous years, we weren’t in the playoff race,” Dorion said. “This 
year, with D.J. it’s do what you can and dress the best lineup.” 

Dorion mentioned four forwards by name as potentially having a chance 
to play NHL games: Egor Sokolov, Angus Crookshank, Cole Reinhardt 
and Scott Sabourin. On the back end, he mentioned Jacob Bernard-
Docker and Lassi Thomson, while also mentioning a third defenceman. 

“Max Guenette is having a great year, so maybe he’ll get some games,” 
Dorion said. 

“The plan is for some of these players — depending where we are — 
they will get some games. If they play well,” said Dorion. 

My analysis: In his most recent radio interview, Dorion suggested that he 
would like to give Sokolov five or 10 games at some point this season. 
But given Ottawa’s recent success, that plan appears to be on hold. It’s 
also interesting that Jacob Larsson is currently up with the NHL club right 
now as Nick Holden was placed on IR with an upper-body injury. At some 
point, I’d like see Bernard-Docker get another chance up here, but it was 
certainly interesting to hear Dorion pump Guenette’s tires in public. 

Derick Brassard was a healthy scratch on Tuesday against the Islanders, 
but he will draw back into Ottawa’s lineup on Friday against Chicago. 

And Dorion also made a vow that Brassard — who has 993 career 
games — will reach an important milestone while wearing an Ottawa 
jersey. 

“Derick Brassard will play his 1,000th game with the Senators. Unless 
there’s a trade that shocks us, I would put it at 99.9 percent,” Dorion said. 

Brassard was signed after attending training camp on a PTO and has 
appeared in 42 of Ottawa’s 53 games so far this season. But Dorion 
hinted that changes may be on the horizon for Brassard after he plays his 
1,000th game. 

“We have a plan in place. D.J. and I have talked about it and as we get 
closer, I think we’ll let you know. But this is the path right now,” said 
Dorion. 

My analysis: If Brassard plays in each of the next seven games for 
Ottawa, he would suit up for his 1,000th career game on February 28 
against Detroit. That would leave a couple of days before the trade 
deadline. Would a team out there be willing to trade for Brassard, who 
has had a penchant for playoff success in the past? 

Maybe. 

The 35-year-old Brassard has been traded in-season five times in the 
past, so it certainly wouldn’t shock him. But it’s highly unlikely Ottawa 
would get much in return for him. If nothing else, I could see Dorion trying 
to move him to a contender as a depth piece as a favor to Brassard if the 
Senators completely fall out of the race. Regardless, it sounds like the 
Senators have some plan in the works that would reduce Brassard’s 
workload down the stretch. 

Josh Norris is on track for a full recovery for training camp in the fall 

Dorion indicated that Josh Norris’ surgery on his shoulder was deemed a 
success. And as it stands now, all signs point to the centre being ready to 
be a full participant at Senators training camp in September. 

“The timeline is training camp for next season. There’s no doubt about 
that,” said Dorion. “And that’s why we did what we did. We talked to 
multiple doctors and they were pretty much all on the course of trying to 
rehab it and get strength. We talked about surgery at that point in time 
and the timeline was going to be about the same, unless we made it to 
the second round of the playoffs.” 
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My analysis: As Dorion says, the only benefit to Norris having surgery in 
November would have been the fact he would be ready if the team made 
the second round of the playoffs. That likely won’t happen, so there 
probably isn’t too much reason to fret here. But the key will be for Norris 
— who is a fitness freak — to have a good runway of time in the summer 
to try and get healthy. He may not be able to do all of his exercises until 
June or July, but as long as he’s ready for the opening of training camp, 
he should be in good shape to start next season. 
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