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It’s almost that time. Carolina Hurricanes get first skate in Carter-Finley Stadium 
 
By Chip Alexander 

Brett Pesce stood on the sidelines at Carter-Finley Stadium 
last fall for an N.C. State football game and had a thought: 
Wonder how a hockey rink will look?  

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman was looking ahead to 
the 2023 Stadium Series outdoor game, which had been 
announced and scheduled by the NHL. The date had been 
set and the opponent, the Washington Capitals, named.  

Still, Pesce could only guess what it would be like when 
Carter-Finley was transformed, the rink actually built and the 
game upon them? Pesce got his first answers Friday as the 
Hurricanes put in an afternoon practice at Carter-Finley. It 
rained before the practice and the ice conditions weren’t 
entirely ideal, but Pesce and others probably had their pulses 
quicken a little with the game a day away. 

“We’ve been looking forward to it, and I think it’s going to be 
cool,” Pesce said. “A lot of us haven’t played in front of 
60,000 people so it will be special for the guys doing it for the 
first time. 

“It’s something you definitely circle on your calendar at the 
beginning of the year. It’s cool it’s finally here. It’s been a 
long time coming and it should be fun.” 

The comments of the Canes players about the ice conditions 
varied, some not pleased and others who said the conditions 
should improve and be fine by game time Saturday night.  

“They weren’t too great but it is what it is,” Pesce said. “We’ll 
definitely keep it simple. Super simple.” 

A bad bounce or bobbled puck could lead to a score that 
decides the Metropolitan Division game. It can make life 
miserable for the goalies. But it’s all part of it.  

“I thought the ice held up pretty good for being rained on for 
an hour,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said. 

Another part of practice day at the NHL’s outdoor games is 
the tradition of having the players who have kids bring them 
on to the ice. The Canes did it Friday, then the Caps had 
their turn after their practice. 

Staal played in two outdoor games with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins before his trade to Carolina in 2012 but did not 
have children at the time.  

Staal now has three young kids, and they took to the rink. 
Staal smiled when asked how they did and said: “They were 
out there crying, saying they were cold and moving around 
and falling down and getting hurt. But for more me, 
personally, it was the coolest thing to share it with them.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour admitted to being a little 
nervous a day before the big game, but not about the ice or 
the hype of the game or playing before a full stadium 
Saturday.  

“I want to make sure we put on a good show for them,” he 
said Friday. “That’s what this is about, the little giveback to 
the community and the people who have supported this team 
for a long, long time. Hopefully it will be a great night for 
everybody.” 

 

 

‘It’s going to be a special day’: Hurricanes excited to host Capitals in Stadium Series  

By Chip Alexander 

Jordan Martinook was there at the beginning. The Carolina 
Hurricanes forward was 11 years old in November 2003, 
when the inaugural Heritage Classic was played in 
Edmonton, Alberta, between the Oilers and Montreal 
Canadiens. It was the first regular-season outdoor game in 
NHL history — the first of many — and Martinook and his 
family were at Commonwealth Stadium, cheering and 
shivering on a day when the Oilers also hosted an all-star 
game that featured past stars Wayne Gretzky and Mark 
Messier. 

“It felt like it was minus-40 degrees Celsius and we only 
stayed for an hour and a half,” Martinook said this week, 
smiling. ”Toes were frozen, hands were frozen, wind chill 
was insane. “It should be a little nicer for the one here. And, 
finally it is here.” 

The 2023 Stadium Series, that is, the outdoor game 
Saturday between the Hurricanes and Washington Capitals 

at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium. It could be about 40 
degrees, Fahrenheit, when the game begins about 8:20 p.m., 
with more than 57,000 fans packed into the Wolfpack’s cozy 
football stadium to take it all in. “It should be pretty crazy in 
there,” Martinook said. 

The Hurricanes will go into the game as the Metropolitan 
Division leaders, as they have been much of the 2022-23 
season. The Caps should again be without their captain, 
Alex Ovechkin, who returned to Russia early this week to be 
with his ailing father, who died Wednesday. 

The Canes and Caps faced off Tuesday in Washington, 
Carolina taking a 3-2 road win. The Canes then surged past 
the Canadiens 6-2 Thursday at PNC Arena with four third-
period goals as winger Seth Jarvis notched his first career 
NHL hat trick. 

Ovechkin’s absence will be felt — by the Caps and by ABC, 
which is televising the Stadium Series matchup. But the 
game Saturday should be super competitive, and the Caps 
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surely would like to spoil the big party in Raleigh and pick up 
the two points with a win. As much as the Stadium Series is 
a spectacle, it’s no exhibition. It’s a regular-season game. 

“I know it’s going to be a cool atmosphere,” Canes center 
Sebastian Aho said Thursday. “I know it’s going to be a 
special day for all of us. All of North Carolina seems to be 
really pumped about it.  

“For me, I’ll try to soak it all in and have fun. We want to play 
a good hockey game but at the same time enjoy it as best 
we can.”  

There was a time when the NHL decision-makers were 
hesitant to bring an outdoor game to Raleigh. But Tom 
Dundon, the Dallas billionaire and Canes owner, was 
persistent after buying the team from Peter Karmanos in 
January 2018 and did all the right things to see that the NHL 
was convinced — spending to the salary cap, making the 
Canes a playoff team that can contend for the Cup, hiring 
Rod Brind’Amour as coach and significantly boosting 
attendance at home games.  

There was little doubt the Canes and Raleigh could host a 
major event. The 2011 NHL All-Star Weekend was a major 
success. The Stanley Cup final games in 2002 and then 
2006, when the Canes won the Cup, were eye-opening in 
the way the Triangle and Hurricanes fans embraced the 
moment. 

In February 2020, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman 
announced a Stadium Series game had been awarded to the 
Hurricanes and would be held at Carter-Finley. The 
pandemic stalled things, eventually pushing the game back 
to 2023, but its here now.  

It’s time for Saturday night in Raleighwood, as the Canes’ 
Andrei Svechnikov likes to say. “You definitely have to enjoy 
it. This doesn’t come around very often and you need to take 
it all in,” Brind’Amour said Thursday.  

Canes captain Jordan Staal played in two outdoor games, 
both Winter Classics, when he was with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins.  

“The first one was in Buffalo (2008) and it snowed and there 
were massive holes on the ice and some other wrinkles, but 
was an experience I’ll never forget,” he said. “The other one 
was in Pittsburgh (2011) and it rained on us, so that was a 
different kind of experience. “But things worked out. Both of 
the games turned out to be a great success.” There could be 
a few “bumps and challenges” Saturday at Carter-Finley, 
Staal said. 

“But to have a game like this is great for the city, our 
franchise and our brand,” Staal said. “I hope we put on a 
good show.” 
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Timo Meier trade packages: What the Devils and Hurricanes could offer the Sharks 

By Corey Masisak and Corey Pronman 
 
The San Jose Sharks have made several trades over the 
past four seasons that would qualify as “selling” moves. 

They’ve traded good players, like Barclay Goodrow, Brenden 
Dillon and Jake Middleton. They’ve traded franchise icons 
near the end of their careers, like Patrick Marleau and Brent 
Burns. But the Sharks have not yielded a core player at the 
peak of his powers. 

That might change in the coming days. 

The Sharks are going to miss the playoffs for a fourth 
consecutive season. They’d never missed the postseason 
three seasons in a row before last year. First-year general 
manager Mike Grier made the first significant alteration of 
this club’s core shortly after assuming office when he traded 
Burns to the Carolina Hurricanes. 

His next big renovation is likely going to be trading Timo 
Meier, San Jose’s leading goal scorer in each of the past two 
seasons and one of the NHL’s best power forwards. Meier 
had a career-high 35 goals and 76 points a season ago. He’s 
on pace to score 45 goals this season, which would be the 
second-most in franchise history behind Jonathan 
Cheechoo’s 56 in 2005-06. 

Meier is also a restricted free agent after this season, and he 
can be unrestricted at the end of 2023-24. His salary cap hit 
for this season is $6 million, but he’s being paid $10 million. 
That quirk, negotiated by his agent Claude Lemieux — who 
was a teammate of Grier’s with the Sharks — means that 
San Jose, or a team that acquires Meier, must either sign 
him to a new contract or tender him a $10 million qualifying 
offer for next season to retain his rights. 

That inflection point is the root of why the Sharks are likely to 
trade Meier between now and the March 3 deadline. Meier 
will be 27 years old in October, and either in the first year of 
a massive long-term contract or playing on a one-year, $10 
million deal that will lead into a massive long-term pact. 

Grier might be able to turn the franchise around in time for 
Meier to still be in his prime and a key player for a contender 
in San Jose. But it also might take several years, and the 
Sharks have plenty of other cap-related issues to sort out 
between now and then, while also accumulating enough 
young impact talent to build a new core of a contending 
team. Having great players play great makes it harder to land 
the premium draft picks that are more likely to ignite a new 
era of sustainable Stanley Cup contention. 

So Meier has been arguably the most talked about trade chip 
in this cycle. He could be the best player traded between 
now and March 3. 

What could the Sharks land in return for a standout scorer 
like Meier? We’ve enlisted the help of The Athletic’s Corey 
Pronman to find some comparable trades, and try to pin 
down what the best offers for Meier might look like. 

Golden Knights receive: 

Max Pacioretty 

Canadiens receive: 

Nick Suzuki 

Tomas Tatar 

Second-round pick (2019) 

Florida receives: 

Sam Reinhart  

Buffalo receives: 

Devon Levi 

2022 first-round pick 

Ottawa receives: 

Alex DeBrincat 

Chicago receives: 

2022 first-round pick (No. 7) 

2022 second-round pick (No. 39) 

2024 fourth-round pick 

All three of these trades were for a high-scoring winger who 
was under team control for at least the next season. 
Montreal landed its future captain and No. 1 center (Nick 
Suzuki) and then flipped the second to Los Angeles for a 
third and a fifth at the 2019 draft. 

Buffalo used the 2022 first on Jiri Kulich, who has had one of 
the best draft-plus-one seasons in his class, and Devon Levi 
is a strong goaltending prospect. Chicago took Kevin 
Korchinski with the seventh pick in the 2022 draft, and he’s 
one of the best defense prospects in anyone’s pipeline. 

Given that most of these clubs will need to move salary to 
make a Meier trade work, we were drawn especially to the 
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Max Pacioretty trade as a comparable. With that in mind, 
here’s what the offers for Meier might look like. 

Hurricanes  

Potential trade package: RHD Scott Morrow, LW Jordan 
Martinook, 2023 first-round pick 

Pronman: It feels like Carolina is giving up the least of the 
three teams, but given they have the least amount of salary 
to move it makes sense to a degree, and feels more 
analogous to the Sam Reinhart trade. Morrow is a strong 
defense prospect with a lot of talent, although he’s not 
having as great a season as his freshman campaign with 
UMass-Amherst. San Jose gets two quality futures in him 
and a late first. This may not be the Shark’s favorite deal 
because there’s no true premium asset in this exchange. 

Masisak: The first ask for Grier might have been Russian 
defenseman Alexander Nikishin, but The Athletic’s Pierre 
LeBrun reported that Carolina has told teams that he is not 
available. Morrow would instantly be the Sharks’ best 
defense prospect. Martinook is a capable bottom-six forward 
who could be flipped for a mid-round draft pick between now 
and the 2024 deadline. This wouldn’t be the most exciting 
package, but Grier probably isn’t worried about “winning the 
news conference” at this point. If Morrow and the pick 
become key parts of the rebuild, fans will forget if they 
weren’t applauding the move the day it happened. 

Devils 

Potential trade package: LHD Shakir Mukhamadullin, LW 
Andreas Johnsson, 2023 first-round pick 

Pronman: New Jersey feels like the most natural trade 
partner for the Sharks. The Devils have a lot of very good 
young assets they can part with, be it Mukhamadullin, the 
first-round pick, Alexander Holtz, maybe even Dawson 
Mercer not to mention several other quality prospects in their 
system. There are a lot of possibilities to mix and match 
depending on what the Devils are willing to part with and 
what the Sharks want. Despite Mukhamadullin playing in the 
KHL this season, he is already signed to an NHL deal, taking 
out much of the risk in his profile to go with him being a very 
strong prospect. 

Masisak: When the Devils drafted Mukhamadullin, I wrote 
that he was going to be the most fascinating prospect in the 
NHL. The opinions on him were wildly variant, and remained 
so while I was still covering the team. I also wrote that the 
Sharks’ ask from the Devils should start with Mercer. 
Johnsson has a 10-team no-trade clause in his contract, but 
coming to San Jose would likely get him a better chance to 
showcase for his next contract. Given that he costs a little 
more ($3 million, while Martinook is at $1.8 million), I could 
certainly see the Sharks trying to ask for a fourth asset in the 
deal, whether it is a lesser prospect or a 2024 mid-round 
pick. If the Devils want an extension with Meier (as LeBrun 
also reported), that might give San Jose a little more 
leverage to ask for more. 

Mukhamadullin and Morrow might not profile as potential top-
pairing defensemen. People always want the prospect or 
draft pick to turn into Tage Thompson with Buffalo or Jarome 
Iginla with Calgary in these types of trades. In hindsight, a lot 
of fan bases would be happy if one part of the return had 
turned into a solid second-paring defenseman for half a 
decade. 

NHL playoff tiers and buyer/seller 3.0: Where all 32 teams stand two weeks ahead of the 
trade deadline 

The NHL trade deadline is less than two weeks away, and 
it’s time for teams to make the call: buy or sell? 
 
For some, the moves are already flying or the decision is a 
formality and the trades a matter of time. For others, every 
win, loss and injury on the way to March 3 will be a factor. 
 
Which teams fall in which category? To survey the field, The 
Athletic asked the writers who know each of the NHL’s 32 
teams best two questions: 1) How confident are you in the 
team’s playoff chances? And 2) Will the team be a buyer or a 
seller at the deadline? 
 
Advertisement 
 
Here’s what they said. 
Anaheim Ducks 
 
Playoff tier: Not happening 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 
 

Analysis: A sell-off for the second straight spring should be 
part of the Ducks’ plan, but they’ve got to hope there will be 
interested parties in those they’re willing to part with. John 
Klingberg has been a major disappointment. Dmitry Kulikov 
and Kevin Shattenkirk are two other veteran defensemen on 
expiring contracts who haven’t distinguished themselves. But 
you’d imagine Ducks general manager Pat Verbeek will try to 
get the best return he can on one or all. Someone who could 
be of good value is versatile forward Adam Henrique, who 
has 19 goals and has been the Ducks’ most consistent 
player. Young forward Max Comtois has struggled to find his 
footing since his rookie season and could use a change of 
scenery. — Eric Stephens 
 
Arizona Coyotes 
 
Playoff tier: Not happening 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 
 
Analysis: The Arizona blueprint is clear: The Coyotes are in a 
full-blown rebuild, with the goal of adding draft choices 
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and/or high-end prospects in the hopes of turning a corner 
about three years down the road. — Eric Duhatschek 
Boston Bruins 
 
Playoff tier: Lock 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 
 
Analysis: The Bruins are still the team to beat. It’s difficult to 
see them having a better chance of winning in the years to 
come. Also, the futures of Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci 
are unknown. They’re interested in making a big splash, and 
history shows what they’re capable of this time of year. — 
Fluto Shinzawa 
 
Buffalo Sabres 
 
Playoff tier: Bubble 
 
Advertisement 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: The Sabres should be able to hang around on the 
playoff bubble until the trade deadline, but how close they 
are could determine how willing a buyer general manager 
Kevyn Adams will be. Buffalo isn’t yet in a position to be 
trading future assets for a short-term rental. But Adams could 
look to add a cheaper veteran if the Sabres are pushing 
closer to a wild-card spot. — Matthew Fairburn 
 
Calgary Flames 
 
Playoff tier: Bubble 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: The Flames’ goal at the beginning of the season 
was to make the playoffs, and despite their underwhelming 
play at times, they remain in the hunt. The team’s need for a 
goal scorer has been apparent all season, and with Oliver 
Kylington still out, the Flames could use another 
defenseman, too. The high costs, and their own 
performance, will likely keep them from being aggressive 
buyers, but it’s hard to see them not buying if they’re still 
hanging onto a playoff spot by a thread come early March. — 
Julian McKenzie 
 
Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Playoff tier: Lock 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: The Hurricanes are among the legitimate favorites 
and have the cap space (more than $10 million, thanks to 
long-term injured reserve) to go after any player they choose. 
Carolina will be smart — it won’t give up prime assets for a 
rental — but should be active and, per usual, inquiring about 
anyone and everyone. — Cory Lavalette 
 
Chicago Blackhawks 
 

Playoff tier: Not happening 
 
Advertisement 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 
 
Analysis: The Blackhawks are the same as they ever were 
this season. Their roster was constructed to miss the playoffs 
and give them a shot at Connor Bedard and also to 
maximize potential trade value at the deadline. The first part 
is going according to plan. We’ll see with the second part in 
the coming weeks, but the Blackhawks could potentially 
trade away a number of players. No one is off limits. — Scott 
Powers and Mark Lazerus 
 
Colorado Avalanche 
 
Playoff tier: Safe bet 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: The Avalanche won the Stanley Cup in 2022, and 
most of their core is intact. They’ve been bitten by injuries 
this season, which has prevented them from being 
comfortably in a playoff spot, but they are still a team no one 
would be excited to face come the postseason. The team 
could use more goal scorers, and it still hasn’t replaced 
Nazem Kadri as the second-line center. — Peter Baugh 
 
Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Playoff tier: Not happening 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 
 
Analysis: It seems as if the Blue Jackets have been playing 
out the string since the third week of the season. Honestly, 
the trade deadline and the draft lottery have been the two 
most-anticipated dates for a long time now. Clearly, 
defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov will be on the move. To 
protect their top trade asset, the Blue Jackets have made 
him a healthy scratch while they try to get a deal finalized. 
Two other prominent UFAs — goaltender Joonas Korpisalo 
and right winger Gustav Nyquist — are on the trade block, 
too, though Nyquist has a shoulder injury that will keep him 
out until late in the regular season. How aggressive does 
general manager Jarmo Kekalainen want to be? We’re 
guessing plenty, and if he gets a fair offer for Patrik Laine, 
Jack Roslovic and others, they could be on the move, too. — 
Aaron Portzline 
 
Dallas Stars 
 
Playoff tier: Lock 
 
Advertisement 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: The Stars’ situation has never been clearer than it 
is right now. They’re floating atop the Western Conference 
but are coming off some close losses to Eastern Conference 
powerhouses. Their current standing shows that they are 
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certainly a playoff team but also that they will need some 
reinforcements if they’re thinking Stanley Cup. — Saad 
Yousuf 
 
Detroit Red Wings 
 
Playoff tier: Bubble 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 
 
Analysis: Credit to the Red Wings, their current five-game 
winning streak has put the playoffs back within shouting 
distance. Through Thursday, they’re two points back of the 
Eastern Conference’s last wild-card spot with three games in 
hand. The only problem is that there are other teams in that 
mix as well. Making the playoffs would not just mean 
catching the Capitals but also outracing the Islanders, 
Panthers and Sabres. Detroit’s looked quite good since the 
All-Star break, with Dylan Larkin in particular playing lights 
out. But making the playoffs still looks like it will be a battle, 
given the competition, which means Detroit will still need to 
get what it can for some pending UFAs. — Max Bultman 
 
Edmonton Oilers 
 
Playoff tier: Safe bet 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: If not for being in salary-cap hell, the Oilers would 
definitely be an aggressive buyer. Maybe they still will be. 
After all, they’ve been linked to every defenseman on the 
market and several forwards, too. And why not? They’re the 
defending Western Conference finalists, they have Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl (among others), and they’ve 
appeared to turn a corner this season. The time to push 
ahead is now. The only uncertainty is how much general 
manager Ken Holland will really be able to accomplish. — 
Daniel Nugent-Bowman 
 
Florida Panthers 
 
Playoff tier: Long shot 
 
Advertisement 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 
 
Analysis: The Panthers’ situation looks better than it actually 
is; when you look at points percentage, they’re sixth in the 
wild-card standings through Thursday, behind even the 
Sabres and Red Wings. They’re also too capped out to 
activate Anthony Duclair from long-term injured reserve, so 
we have them as a seller by default. They have no choice 
but to try, though, since Montreal has their first-round pick. 
Sergei Bobrovsky’s recent upturn gives them some hope, but 
there are too many teams ahead of them to make them 
anything but a long shot. — Sean Gentille 
Los Angeles Kings 
 
Playoff tier: Safe bet 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

 
Analysis: The Kings haven’t thrown cold water on the reports 
that they’re after Jakob Chychrun, and they like the idea of 
getting a 24-year-old left-shot defenseman to put in their top 
four for two more seasons beyond this one. While Pheonix 
Copley has gotten the job done, L.A. could still be checking 
in on available netminders if it loses confidence in the 30-
year-old Alaskan. Blake Lizotte has been very good, but 
another bottom-six center as a rental might be something to 
keep in mind for the playoffs as well. General manager Rob 
Blake isn’t trading top prospect Brandt Clarke, though, and 
he has no desire to carve up his roster that’s battling for a 
Pacific Division title. — Eric Stephens 
 
Minnesota Wild 
 
Playoff tier: Bubble 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 
 
Analysis: Bill Guerin has been consistent that the Wild are 
not ready to spend first-round picks and top prospects for 
rentals. Through Thursday, they were 3-7-1 in their past 11 
games. They’ve been feeble offensively and don’t give much 
confidence that they’re going to win a round, let alone go on 
a long run. It’s more likely the Wild use their cap space 
(currently $12.5 million) to be third-party conduits or take on 
bad contracts while maybe selling off some of their players. 
— Michael Russo 
 
Montreal Canadiens 
 
Playoff tier: Not happening 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 
 
Analysis: Canadiens general manager Kent Hughes would 
love to be in the category of “aggressive seller,” but the 
reality is there isn’t much of a market for what he’s selling. 
Sean Monahan is expected back soon, but he’s missed more 
than two months and his value has cratered as a result. Joel 
Edmundson is someone Hughes would be interested in 
moving at the right price, but he’s hurt too. Hughes will likely 
have to be content with some minor moves this year after a 
home run deadline last year. Veteran forward Evgenii 
Dadonov is the most likely to go. — Arpon Basu 
 
Nashville Predators 
 
Playoff tier: Bubble 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 
 
Analysis: Preds general manager David Poile is on the 
record that his team won’t be a buyer at the deadline, and he 
hasn’t ruled out being a seller. But will Poile have the 
stomach to move any significant players — such as Mattias 
Ekholm or Nino Niederreiter — if the Preds aren’t all but 
mathematically out of it at the deadline? If they’re still on the 
fringe of the hunt, Poile is most likely to stand pat. — Joe 
Rexrode 
 
New Jersey Devils 
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Playoff tier: Lock 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: It’s been well-documented that the Devils are a 
favorite in the Timo Meier race, so the expectation is that 
they’re going to be an aggressive buyer at the deadline. But 
if they can’t add Meier, and it’s a big ‘if’ considering how 
interested other teams are, then they absolutely move down 
a tier to simply being a buyer. This team probably still adds a 
winger, but probably one of the middle-six variety. — Shayna 
Goldman 
 
New York Islanders 
 
Playoff tier: Bubble 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: It’s possible that general manager Lou Lamoriello 
hasn’t decided what he wants to do just yet, as the Islanders 
have been only so-so since they “bought” Bo Horvat. 
Evidence continues to mount that while Horvat has helped, 
the team is still several pieces away from being a contender. 
If the Islanders can’t secure some wins in the coming weeks 
— while navigating what is a difficult stretch of games for the 
rest of February — it’s entirely possible that Lamoriello tries 
to sell off some of the team’s spare parts with an eye on next 
season. — Kevin Kurz 
 
New York Rangers 
 
Playoff tier: Lock 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: Well, they already bought. Of the teams solidly in 
playoff position, the Rangers jumped first, picking up Vladimir 
Tarasenko and Niko Mikkola from the Blues a week ago. 
There may be another small add before March 3, and 
general manager Chris Drury is open to offers for 2018 first-
rounder Vitali Kravtsov, but the major move is done. — 
Arthur Staple 
 
Ottawa Senators 
 
Playoff tier: Long shot 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 
 
Analysis: It’s really tough to put the Senators in a box here. 
Winning six of their past eight games has altered the 
perception of what the Senators might do. And on Thursday, 
general manager Pierre Dorion openly admitted their status 
is up in the air right now. “I think everyone is wondering, ‘Are 
we a buyer or a seller?’ Let’s see where these next seven 
games take us,” Dorion said. “We have a plan in place if we 
are going to be a buyer. If we are going to be a seller. We 
might also be standing pat.” So take it directly from the GM. 
We’re two weeks away from the trade deadline and the 
Senators could still go in a number of directions. — Ian 
Mendes 

 
Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Playoff tier: Not happening 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 
 
Analysis: The Flyers are nine points out of a playoff spot. 
Their coach is sending out letters to season ticket holders 
telling them it’s just the “first step” in the team’s planned 
return to contention. The organization is giving those same 
ticket holders all of their April games essentially for free. 
Yeah, the Flyers are gearing up to sell. Maybe it won’t be a 
full “tear-it-all-down, everything-must-go” sell, but they’re 
going to be shopping their expiring contracts at the very 
least. — Charlie O’Connor 
 
Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Playoff tier: Bubble 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: Pittsburgh is extremely cap-strapped and lacks 
assets to offer trade partners. However, with Sidney Crosby 
and Evgeni Malkin having played every game this season, 
general manager Ron Hextall must take a stab at improving 
his club. Hextall doesn’t want to surrender his first-round 
pick, but he may have no choice — especially if it means 
upgrading a third line that has been a black hole the entire 
season. — Rob Rossi 
 
San Jose Sharks 
 
Playoff tier: Not happening 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 
 
Analysis: The Sharks are going to miss the playoffs for the 
fourth straight season, but first-year GM Mike Grier has the 
opportunity (and job security) to change the course of the 
franchise. It might not look like a wholesale, tear-it-down-to-
the-studs rebuild that other clubs have authored, but just 
trading Timo Meier will be a drastic shift for the organization. 
Others are likely to be on their way out as well, though the 
other big name (Erik Karlsson) might not be on the move 
until the offseason. — Corey Masisak 
Seattle Kraken 
 
Playoff tier: Safe bet 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: The Pacific Division race is too close to call any 
team a perfect lock, but the Kraken are obviously a very 
good bet. They’ll have to find a way to replace Andre 
Burakovsky’s production, though. For as deep as they are, 
losing the small bits of star power they have can be 
damaging. So while Seattle isn’t going all in and probably 
maintains its focus on the big picture, adding another forward 
with scoring pop may have become a bigger priority, 
considering the injury. — Shayna Goldman 
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St. Louis Blues 
 
Playoff tier: Not happening 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 
 
Analysis: The Blues have been playing better since the All-
Star break and are within striking distance of a wild-card 
spot, but general manager Doug Armstrong has already 
shown his hand, trading first Vladimir Tarasenko and then, 
late Friday, Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari. Ivan Barbashev 
is the big piece left to move. — Jeremy Rutherford 
 
Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Playoff tier: Lock 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 
 
Analysis: The Lightning are rolling and look primed to make 
another run. They sense this is a special moment in their 
championship arc — attempting to reach their fourth straight 
Cup final. So general manager Julien BriseBois said he’d do 
anything in his power to give this group a chance for another 
“magical” ride. They don’t have the capital (no first-rounders 
for the next two years) or cap space (likely need a dollar-for-
dollar deal or salary retention). But don’t rule Tampa Bay out 
in making another sneaky deadline deal, like Nick Paul a 
year ago. — Joe Smith 
 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Playoff tier: Lock 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 
 
Analysis: Late Friday evening, Kyle Dubas and the Leafs dug 
their feet in and became “Aggressive buyers” with the move 
for Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari, giving up four draft picks, 
including a first-rounder, plus two AHL players. Does that 
mean they’re done? Probably not, but they’ve clearly done 
most of their shopping. A defenseman who can neutralize 
the opposition cycle game with some physicality still feels 
like a smart option to add, though they’d likely have to ship 
some money out to make that happen. Deadline day itself 
probably won’t be a remarkably busy one for Dubas, but he’s 
clearly all-in on this team. That could mean adding one more 
piece. — Joshua Kloke 
 
Vancouver Canucks 
 
Playoff tier: Not happening 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 
 
Analysis: Vancouver got ahead of the market with the Bo 
Horvat deal but still has some players it will consider moving. 

Luke Schenn is a pending unrestricted free agent and 
probably the biggest decision they have to make. Brock 
Boeser is another player the club would move for the right 
offer. The Canucks need to overhaul things big picture so 
there aren’t many untouchables. — Harman Dayal 
Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Playoff tier: Safe bet 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: After a January stumble that put Vegas’ playoff 
chances in question, the Golden Knights seem to have 
righted the ship and are currently a good bet to finish in the 
Pacific’s top three. If Mark Stone misses the rest of the 
regular season after his second back surgery in eight 
months, it suddenly gives Vegas plenty of available cap 
space to use at the deadline, and the front office has shown 
it’s not afraid to dive deep into long-term injured reserve to 
improve the team. The Golden Knights could use another 
wing, and there are quite a few expected to be available. — 
Jesse Granger 
 
Washington Capitals 
 
Playoff tier: Bubble 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 
 
Analysis: General manager Brian MacLellan has some tough 
decisions to make, and his team’s inconsistency isn’t 
helping. Take last weekend, for example. The Caps went to 
Boston and beat the NHL-leading Bruins, then came home 
and lost to the 29th-place Sharks — all in a span of 22 hours. 
Here’s the bottom line: If Alex Ovechkin and company stay in 
the hunt between now and the end of the month, MacLellan 
would probably reward their efforts with a rental or two. If 
they falter, he might put up a “for sale” sign for the first time 
since taking over in 2014. If that’s the direction things head 
in, the team feels it is well-positioned, what with 10 
unrestricted free agents and a prospect pipeline that could 
use some replenishing. — Tarik El-Bashir 
 
Winnipeg Jets 
 
Playoff tier: Lock 
 
Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
 
Analysis: Winnipeg’s playoff spot is approaching “lock” 
territory, and the Jets know this season is unique. The West 
is wide open, Winnipeg’s future with respect to Pierre-Luc 
Dubois could change this summer, and 2024 could mean 
UFA status for Dubois, Connor Hellebuyck, Mark Scheifele 
and Blake Wheeler. Winnipeg has all of the above to contend 
with and cap space to burn; there’s no way the deadline 
passes without an addition (or two). — Murat Ates
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Canes Finally Take the Ice at Carter-Finley Stadium

"I don't think it's a secret anymore, but we have great fans. 
They know how to watch a hockey game, so hopefully we'll 
put on a show and it'll be a great night for everybody." 
 
By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - When it comes to the Carolina Hurricanes' 
involvement in the NHL's Stadium Series, the word "delayed" 
has become unfortunately synonymous. 
 
After all, the organization was scheduled to have played this 
game almost two full calendar years ago, after it was initially 
announced in February 2020. We know how that went. 
 
So when the team's practice was set to begin at 4 p.m. at 
Carter-Finley Stadium on Friday and no one was on the ice, 
there was little surprise. 
 
The delay wasn't due to the warm weather that lingered in 
the area for most of the day, but rather the only circumstance 
that would cause an issue to Saturday's puck drop. Rain. 
 
A driving shower began approximately 10 minutes before the 
team was set to practice underneath the Raleigh sky, holding 
the team off the ice until close to 4:20 p.m. 
 
However, after two utility vehicles with squeegee-like devices 
hooked to the front of them cleared the water, the team was 
able to get their legs underneath them outside for the first 
time. 
 
A general view of an ice resurfacing machine at center ice is 
seen before practice at Carter-Finley Stadium on February 
17, 2023 in Raleigh, North Carolina. (Photo by Andrea 
Cardin/NHLI via Getty Images) A pair of water-removing 
machines worked nonstop for close to 30 minutes to ensure 
the Canes had the best possible ice conditions when the rain 
eventually concluded. Andrea Cardin / Getty Images 
 
"It was way better than I actually expected," Rod 
Brind'Amour said of the ice conditions after the skate. "We'd 

just come on when it got done raining and they did a great 
job. I didn't even realize [that it had]. The pucks were moving 
great. [The ice] got chewed up, but that's normal. I was 
really, really surprised at how well it held up." 
 
Brett Pesce shared similar feelings on the playing conditions, 
and like many others in the locker room, joyfully spoke about 
how the experience reminded him of when he fell in love with 
the game. 
 
"It brings me back to the pond hockey days as a kid," the 
defender began. "It was the most fun kind of hockey growing 
up, getting all of your neighborhood buddies together and 
playing. It's just really cool." 
 
 
The unit skated for their standard practice time of about 40 
minutes, before the players were joined by their families on 
the ice. It served as a reminder that while tomorrow's two 
points will count just the same in the standings, the weekend 
as a whole is meant to be enjoyed and remembered. 
 
"The last few [outdoor games] that I've played in, I didn't 
have any kids yet. Now I've got three out there crying and 
saying that they were cold," Jordan Staal said with a chuckle, 
before continuing his adoration for the moment. "I'm sure 
they'll have some great memories of being out there and 
some pictures to look back on. For me, personally, that was 
the coolest thing to share with them." 
 
Now the team turns its attention to the real deal, which will 
include nearly 60,000 fans inside the home of N.C. State 
football tomorrow at 8 p.m. 
 
"I'm nervous because I want to make sure we put on a good 
show for them," Brind'Amour continued. "That's what this is 
about. It's a little give-back to the community and the people 
that have supported this team for a long, long time. It's to let 
everyone know, and I don't think it's a secret anymore, but 
we have great fans. They know how to watch a hockey 
game, so hopefully we'll put on a show and it'll be a great 
night for everybody.".  
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Stadium Series rekindles Stanley Cup bond between Brind’Amour, Laviolette 

Hurricanes, Capitals coaches brought championship to 
Carolina in 2006 

By Dan Rosen 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Rod Brind'Amour and Peter Laviolette will 
be standing on opposite benches Saturday, the night sky 
over their heads, 57,000 fans screaming around them at 
Carter-Finley Stadium. 

They've gotten used to being on opposing benches. It will be 
their 10th time coaching against each other, though the 2023 
Navy Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series between 
Brind'Amour's Carolina Hurricanes and Laviolette's 
Washington Capitals (8 p.m. ET; ESPN+, ABC, SN360, 
TVAS2) will be their first matchup in an outdoor game. 

So, yes, the setting will be different, particularly for 
Brind'Amour, who will be attending his first NHL outdoor 
game in any capacity, but the admiration and respect the two 
coaches have for one another will be the same as it has 
been for nearly 17 years. 

That never wavers. It can't with the history they have 
together. 

"The greatest hockey moment in my life, winning the Stanley 
Cup, was because of him," Brind'Amour said of Laviolette. 
"So, I owe him a lot of gratitude. When we're playing against 
him, I try not to think that way, but he's been a great 
influence on me as a player and as a coach." 

The greatest hockey moment for both of them came on June 
19, 2006, when the Hurricanes won their only Stanley Cup 
championship in a 3-1 Game 7 win against the Edmonton 
Oilers in the arena that is just across the parking lot from 
where they'll meet Saturday night. 

Laviolette coached that Hurricanes team. Brind'Amour was 
its captain. 

"Rod was a guy who embodied everything you would want in 
a hockey player and a captain," Laviolette said. "He was not 
the only force, but the driving force behind a team that found 
success and ultimately won a Stanley Cup. And he was the 
captain of the team." 

It's not surprising to Laviolette that Brind'Amour has carried 
his success in the sport into coaching the Hurricanes. 

Carolina is third in the NHL in wins (210), points (456) and 
points percentage (.667) since Brind'Amour took over as 
coach to start the 2018-19 season. 

"It's been really good to see 'Roddy' and the success that 
he's had," Laviolette said. "It's well deserved. Like I said, he 
does all the right things on a daily basis. He sets the right 
tone for a team. He did it as a captain and now he's doing it 
as a coach. It's what seems like a natural progression almost 
and he's getting better at it and more experience at it." 

Only four active coaches in the NHL have more experience 
than Laviolette, who will be coaching in his 1,406th NHL 
game, trailing Paul Maurice of the Florida Panthers (1,742), 
Lindy Ruff of the New Jersey Devils (1,685), Darryl Sutter of 
the Calgary Flames (1,452) and John Tortorella of the 
Philadelphia Flyers (1,439). 

Brind'Amour talks about how much he's learned from 
Laviolette. 

"It was just how he treated the players, and, from my 
standpoint, it was he let the players win and lose the games," 
Brind'Amour said. "Like, 'I'll give you the plan. Here you go. 
Now, you've got to go out and do it.' And I think a lot of 
coaches maybe do a little too much and I think he put a good 
plan in place and trusted the players to go do it." 

Laviolette has been a coach in the NHL since 2001 and 
Brind'Amour is one of two former players he has coached 
against. 

The other is Doug Weight, who played 23 games for the 
Hurricanes in 2006 and coached 122 games in the NHL for 
the New York Islanders, four against Laviolette when he was 
with the Nashville Predators. 

Brind'Amour played 288 regular season games and 25 in the 
playoffs under Laviolette. 

"Initially it was kind of awkward for me," Brind'Amour said of 
coaching against Laviolette. "It was kind of weird. But now 
we've done it a few times so the newness has gone away. 
But it's always special." 
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The setting Saturday night, the fact that it will be 
Brind'Amour's first NHL outdoor game and the first for the 
Hurricanes, should make the Stadium Series coaching 
matchup extra special for both men. 

Brind'Amour got here via a trade from the Philadelphia Flyers 
on Jan. 23, 2000, before Raleigh became the hockey market 
it is now, before being a Caniac was a thing.  

Laviolette got here on Dec. 15, 2003, after the Hurricanes 
had been to the Stanley Cup Final in 2002, just when hockey 
in the market was starting to pop. 

Together they made the champagne flow by helping deliver 
the Hurricanes and the market its greatest hockey 
achievement, a Stanley Cup championship.  

And now they get to share the stage again, this time as 
competitors on opposing benches, a parking lot away from 
where they shared their greatest hockey moment, in a 
signature event that speaks volumes for how far the 
Hurricanes and hockey here has come. 

But Brind'Amour didn't want to start waxing poetic about all 
of that just yet. 

"Ask me after the game," he said. "But yes, I think it's pretty 
cool for me. It's a memory with the history we have, but 
obviously I'd like it to be a good story and not the other

Stadium Series will be new experience for many Hurricanes 

By David Satriano 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- When the Carolina Hurricanes play in their 
first outdoor game Saturday, it will be a new experience for 
more than half the roster. 

Eleven of the 20 skaters who will dress for the 2023 Navy 
Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series against the 
Washington Capitals (8 p.m. ET; ABC, ESPN+, SN360, 
TVAS2) at Carter-Finley Stadium, a college football venue, 
haven't yet had the experience. 

"I haven't really asked anyone about how it is," defenseman 
Jalen Chatfield said after Carolina practiced at the stadium 
Friday. "I do know a few guys did play. But just from 
[watching them in] the past, I know it's a lot of fun and you 
don't know how many times you'll get an opportunity to play 
in one. It could be just one, it could be a few. Just have to 
embrace the moment." 

Chatfield said he has never played outdoors before at any 
level, including pond hockey, which made him more anxious 
prior to practice after a rainstorm caused a delay in getting 
on the ice. 

"I mean, I was ready to go. ... and then they moved [practice] 
back, so we were just sitting in our gear waiting for the green 
light to go out," he said. "When we finally got out there, we all 
were excited, especially with the wait." 

Forward Jordan Martinook usually arrives at practice early, 
and Friday was no exception. 

"I usually come to practice an hour and 15 minutes before; I 
was here two hours and 20 minutes before [today] just to get 
a view of everything and just a glimpse of what it was all 
going to be about," Martinook said. 

"Just soak it in. It's going to be a big event and it's going to 
be a fun thing, but at the end of the day, it's just a hockey 
game and you prepare the same way, and the ice is the 

same size, and it definitely has that cool factor which goes 
along with it, but we're excited about it." 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour will also experience an 
NHL outdoor game for the first time. He retired in 2010, 
which, at the time, had only staged four regular-season 
outdoor games. 

"Let's be real; this doesn't happen very often, an event like 
this, and you do need it today, you have to enjoy this," 
Brind'Amour said. " … Just being out there, taking it all in, 
you got your families here. ... This is one of those [games] 
where I want them to take it all in because it doesn't come 
very often, and we do push and push a lot and the NHL is 
Groundhog Day every day and this is not. This is something 
different, so we need to take it all in." 

Nine active Carolina players have played outdoors before in 
the NHL, led by Derek Stepan (three), all with the New York 
Rangers, and center Jordan Staal (two), who played in the 
first NHL Winter Classic with the Pittsburgh Penguins in 
2008. 

"No one's really asked me [about it] yet, but I'm sure I'd tell 
them to soak it in and enjoy it, but obviously there's still a 
game to be played," Staal said. … "You always want to put 
on a good show for your fan base and we have a lot of 
people that would like to go home with a smile on their face." 

Martinook said he expects the Hurricanes fans who pack 
PNC Arena every game night to come out in full force at 
Carter-Finley Stadium, where there is expected to be more 
than 57,000 people at the game. 

"I think some of the other guys that have played in this, they 
said that sound just travels a little bit more, which is, I guess, 
what I'm expecting," he said. " It's going to be loud because I 
know our fans. I know what they're going to bring, and yeah, 
the way the rink's kind of set down a little bit more so 
everybody's kind of on top of you, that's going to be a part of 
it." 
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Chatfield enjoyed practice and said attending an N.C. State 
football game here prepared him for what to expect 
Saturday. 

"So many fans," he said. "Once the band started playing at 
the end of practice, that was pretty hype too. ... Should be a 
good time." 

Stadium Series blog: Seth Jarvis 

Hurricanes forward talks about family reaction to his 1st NHL 
hat trick, being subject of trade rumors 

By Seth Jarvis 

There was definitely a lot of adrenaline and excitement after 
last night, and just calming down took a little longer than 
usual. But I came home and my brother and dad were there. 
They bring me down to earth pretty quick, like my brother 
chirping me. 

My mother is trying to come down from Winnipeg right now. 
She's having a little trouble with the airports. She was a little 
sad about not being here Thursday night, but it was fun 
FaceTiming her after the game. She had no voice left, so I'm 
sure she was yelling the whole game. 

My brother is six years older than I am, so I grew up going to 
his games, going to the rink with him, watching his practices. 
I wanted to be him. My parents worked a ton. They worked 
multiple jobs just to be able to put us through hockey and 
school, so there were days when not everyone was home, 
and my brother maybe couldn't go out and hang out with his 
friends because he's got to drive me to practice. He had to 
take a lot of responsibility early to get me places I needed to 
go. 

He played Junior A until he was 20. Now he's actually one of 
my skills coaches in the summer. I'm with him every day. It's 
cool to see him in the summer. He knows what buttons to 
push on me, and if I'm not having a good day, he knows how 
to ramp me up and get me going. 

My parents never took a vacation just so I could travel places 
to play hockey, so I'm forever indebted to them. Everything 
now is kind of trying to give back to them and provide them 
with a happy rest of their life. 

As for the stadium today, I think I spent a little too much time 
looking around, taking in all the sights and sounds. It's really 
cool. It's a little bit different having people so far away from 
the glass. People are talking about depth perception. I can 
understand how that's a little bit different, but when you start 
focusing on the drills and start playing, it's pretty normal. 

There's a little bit of wind and the lights are kind of brighter, 
so it helps to have the eye black and the tinted visor. At the 
end of the day, it's just another hockey rink, but it happens to 
be in the middle of a football stadium. 

I do want to enjoy it and take in every moment, but I don't 
want to get out of the game. I want to play well and I 
obviously want to win. When the game starts, I'm going to 
forget everything that is going on around me. But for the 
warmup at least, I'm going to take advantage of the moment 
and look around and enjoy it. I think I'm going to be star 
struck a little bit because I don't know what that looks like, so 
it will be cool. I'm looking forward to walking out that long 
walk because the fans are right there and the band section, 
so it will be sweet. 

I'm happy with how my season is going. I think a lot of other 
aspects of my game have been really developed over this 
time. Obviously, points are going to come and go, but I've 
matured not only as a player but as a person. I think it's 
helped me be the best teammate I can. 

It's easy to be a good guy when you're scoring goals, but 
when you're struggling, that's how you find out how their 
character is. My attitude hasn't changed whether I'm scoring 
a hat trick or I haven't scored in 18 games. 

More recently, it's the first time I've ever been told I'm in the 
mix of a trade. I never really clued into the idea that you 
could be on a different team in a day. That made me really 
appreciate all the guys around here. I love everyone around 
here. I hope I don't go anywhere. For me, it's just enjoying 
every moment because I could be one practice away from 
the last time I go on the ice with Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Martin 
Necas, Andrei Svechnikov, all these guys. 

When I first started hearing it, it went through my mind a lot. 
It was tough because I love it here and I don't want to leave. 
Any time it creeps in your head, it stinks a little bit. Now I just 
figure, whatever happens, happens. If they trade me, they 
trade me. If not, hopefully I'm going to be a big part of this 
team. I view myself as someone who can contribute in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs and turn it on when it matters most. 
Whether or not that happens really isn't up to me.
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Hurricanes’ outdoor game marks another Sun Belt push for NHL 

By Aaron Beard 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes were days 
away from hosting an NHL Stadium Series outdoor game 
and Don Waddell was feeling the stress of hoping that 
everything goes smoothly and the thrill of the opportunity 
ahead. 
 
It’s the same mix of emotions for NHL organizers, too. 
 
“It’s very exciting because we’re going to expose the game of 
hockey to a lot of people in the region here that have never 
been exposed to our game,” said Waddell, Carolina’s 
president and general manager. 
 
The Hurricanes face the Washington Capitals in Saturday 
night’s game at Carter-Finley Stadium, home to North 
Carolina State’s college football team and just across the 
street from their home ice at PNC Arena. The game, delayed 
two years because of COVID-19 attendance restrictions, is 
set to draw a sellout crowd of roughly 57,000. 
 
Beyond Saturday, there is additional significance: It marks 
another season that the league known for its “Original Six” 
roots in cities like New York, Chicago and Toronto is holding 
marquee outdoor events in a so-called “nontraditional” 
market within its southern footprint. 
 
“This city has embraced us,” said Steve Mayer, the NHL’s 
chief content officer and event producer. “I think one of the 
things we’ve noticed being here is just the talk everywhere 
we go. We’re in a restaurant and the waiter or waitress 
comes up and they’re talking about the game, an Uber driver 
talking about the game, at our hotel. The buzz is really out 
there.” 
 
A look at preparations for the NHL Stadium Series game in 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
Sean Henry, president and chief executive of the Nashville 
Predators, understands that feeling. 
 
The Predators hosted last year’s Stadium Series game at the 
home of the NFL’s Tennessee Titans. Nashville had 
previously hosted the 2016 All-Star game and reached the 
Stanley Cup Final a year later. And this summer, the 
Predators will host the NHL draft, 20 years after first hosting 
the event. 
 
Meanwhile, the NHL brought its All-Star game earlier this 
month to the Sunrise, home of the Florida Panthers and held 
one in Tampa in 2018. 

 
“We’re kind of the go-to markets now, which is really nice,” 
Henry said. 
 
“It allows you to elevate conversations,” he said. “It’s like a 
stamp of approval … It’s that statement of, everything’s 
happening in the right way. It’s like winning that blue ribbon, 
if you will. And you get to talk about it for years and years to 
come.” 
 
At the minimum, it represents another highlight for the former 
Hartford Whalers franchise since relocating to North Carolina 
for the 1997-98 season. 
 
The Hurricanes have hosted two Stanley Cup Final series, 
winning in 2006. They hosted the 2004 draft and 2011 All-
Star Weekend. And after a nine-year playoff drought, they 
have reached four consecutive postseasons with two division 
titles under coach and 2006 captain Rod Brind’Amour. 
 
They also have a devoted fan base known for rarely passing 
up the opportunity to tailgate or create the roaring, festive 
environments now common at Carolina’s home playoff 
games. 
 
“I think they deserve it,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ve got a great 
fan base down there. We know about it. I’m there every day 
with them and they pack the place and they’re loud and they 
support the team in a small market as well as any in the 
NHL.” 
 
It also marks one of the handful of outdoor games to be held 
in a college venue rather than a professional stadium. There 
was an existing partnership between the Hurricanes and 
N.C. State considering the Wolfpack’s men’s basketball 
program shares PNC Arena, so athletics director Boo 
Corrigan said officials there jumped to join schools like Air 
Force (2020), Notre Dame (2019), Navy (2018), Minnesota 
(2016) and Michigan (2014) in getting exposure that comes 
with being an outdoor-game host. 
 
“When it first came up, we were all like, ‘Yeah, let’s do this,’” 
Corrigan said. 
 
The NHL needed more convincing. 
 
Tom Dundon became majority owner in 2018 near the end of 
the playoff drought and started pushing to host an outdoor 
game, but Waddell said league officials were “a little 
concerned” by the team’s attendance dip at the time. 
 
And now? 
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“The game sold out really quickly,” NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman said at All-Star Weekend. “I was surprised at how 
quickly — one of the fastest sellouts.” 
 
There are numerous events scheduled around the game, 
including a pregame fan event with live music as well as a 
Hurricanes alumni game followed by a club-hockey matchup 
for rival colleges N.C. State and North Carolina on Monday. 
 

Mayer said the NHL even plans to go “all-in on N.C. State” 
on Saturday night, referencing the marching band and other 
elements typical for Wolfpack home games. 
 
The way he sees it, this is all part of one wide-ranging 
showcase: for the NHL, the Hurricanes, N.C. State and 
Raleigh. 
 
“People are intoxicated by the fact that we’re here and they 
love the fact we’re here,” Mayer said. “Let’s play some 
hockey.”.
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It’s almost that time. Carolina Hurricanes get first skate in Carter-Finley 
Stadium 

 

Chip Alexander4-5 minutes 18/02/2023 

 

Brett Pesce stood on the sidelines at Carter-Finley Stadium last fall for an 
N.C. State football game and had a thought: Wonder how a hockey rink 
will look? 

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman was looking ahead to the 2023 
Stadium Series outdoor game, which had been announced and 
scheduled by the NHL. The date had been set and the opponent, the 
Washington Capitals, named. 

Still, Pesce could only guess what it would be like when Carter-Finley 
was transformed, the rink actually built and the game upon them? 

Pesce got his first answers Friday as the Hurricanes put in an afternoon 
practice at Carter-Finley. It rained before the practice and the ice 
conditions weren’t entirely ideal, but Pesce and others probably had their 
pulses quicken a little with the game a day away. 

“We’ve been looking forward to it, and I think it’s going to be cool,” Pesce 
said. “A lot of us haven’t played in front of 60,000 people so it will be 
special for the guys doing it for the first time. 

“It’s something you definitely circle on your calendar at the beginning of 
the year. It’s cool it’s finally here. It’s been a long time coming and it 
should be fun.” 

The comments of the Canes players about the ice conditions varied, 
some not pleased and others who said the conditions should improve 
and be fine by game time Saturday night. 

“They weren’t too great but it is what it is,” Pesce said. “We’ll definitely 
keep it simple. Super simple.” 

A bad bounce or bobbled puck could lead to a score that decides the 
Metropolitan Division game. It can make life miserable for the goalies. 
But it’s all part of it. 

“I thought the ice held up pretty good for being rained on for an hour,” 
Canes captain Jordan Staal said. 

Another part of practice day at the NHL’s outdoor games is the tradition 
of having the players who have kids bring them on to the ice. The Canes 
did it Friday, then the Caps had their turn after their practice. 

Staal played in two outdoor games with the Pittsburgh Penguins before 
his trade to Carolina in 2012 but did not have children at the time. 

Staal now has three young kids, and they took to the rink. Staal smiled 
when asked how they did and said: “They were out there crying, saying 
they were cold and moving around and falling down and getting hurt. But 
for more me, personally, it was the coolest thing to share it with them.” 
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Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour admitted to being a little nervous a day 
before the big game, but not about the ice or the hype of the game or 
playing before a full stadium Saturday. 

“I want to make sure we put on a good show for them,” he said Friday. 
“That’s what this is about, the little giveback to the community and the 
people who have supported this team for a long, long time. Hopefully it 
will be a great night for everybody.” 
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How an outdoor hockey game at Carter-Finley came to symbolize a 
Triangle-wide triumph 

 

Raleigh6-7 minutes 17/02/2023 

 

On Feb. 18, the Carolina Hurricanes will host an NHL outdoor hockey 
game for the first time at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh. 
Whether you’re a hockey fan or not, don’t miss out on the festivities 
surrounding the Carolina Hurricanes outdoor game. 

When the NHL played its first game outdoors, in Edmonton in November 
2003, the Carolina Hurricanes were busy muddling through another lost 
season, their second after their historic run to the Stanley Cup final. 

Three weeks after that game, they would fire Paul Maurice, officially 
ending any optimism that 2002 was the beginning of some kind of 
dynasty and not a one-off fluke, as if finishing dead last the year before 
hadn’t driven that point home. As it turned out, the coach they hired to 
replace Maurice, Peter Laviolette, would lead the franchise to the Stanley 
Cup. 

But that lay in the uncertain future, and the jokes made then were entirely 
in jest: “Hey, maybe someday the NHL will play an outdoor game at 
Carter-Finley.” 

Ha ha. Yeah, right. The idea was as far-fetched as living on Mars. 

Whatever list there was, the Hurricanes weren’t on it, only a few seasons 
removed from the Greensboro debacle. And even if they somehow were, 
the Hurricanes and N.C. State were busy feuding over the color of the 
seats and parking and naming rights and every other petty little thing they 
could. The Hurricanes were more likely at that point to play a home game 
across the border in Canada than across the road at Carter-Finley 
Stadium. 

No chance. Not in a million years. 

It only took 20. 

For much of the wide span of most of the Hurricanes’ history, what’s 
actually going to happen Saturday night wasn’t just improbable, it was 
impossible. This Stadium Series game against the Washington Capitals 
is not merely a triumph, it’s a miracle. 

It wouldn’t have happened without a compelling hockey team and the 
support that has grown — regrown — around it, snapping up every ticket 
for this game every time any were made available. It wouldn’t have 
happened without a better relationship between the Hurricanes and N.C. 
State, one that will have to become even stronger as the land around 
PNC Arena is inevitably developed into a mixed-use urban hub over the 
next decade. 

And it wouldn’t have happened without a lot of hard work and belief and 
prodding, not only by Tom Dundon, who set this as a goal from the 
moment he closed on his purchase of the team in 2018, but by Rod 
Brind’Amour applying defibrillator paddles to the franchise, and through 

the staunch belief of so many of the 57,000 fans who will be in the stands 
Saturday night. 

“We have such a good location for it,” Dundon told the News & Observer. 
“It was really just about convincing everyone that people would show up. 
Until the tickets went on sale, I imagine there were still some questions 
about that. It was a little bit of a leap of faith.” 

You earn the right to host the big playoff series — conference finals, 
Stanley Cup finals — on the ice, as the Hurricanes have several times. 
There’s no neutral site. It’s entirely based on merit. As it should be. 

The NHL Draft and the All-Star Game, in 2004 and 2011, were promised 
as a contingency, the keystones of a ticket-sales campaign designed to 
build a foundation for a franchise that was struggling, at the time, to put 
down roots here. 

By the time the All-Star Game finally arrived, the Hurricanes had earned 
it. Their playoff success in 2002 and 2006 and 2009, and the atmosphere 
that developed inside and outside the building with that, made that event 
a celebration of everything not just the Hurricanes but their fans and the 
market had become. (And were in the process, over the course of a 
dismal decade, of trying to destroy, as it turned out.) 

This is different. There’s no question this wouldn’t be happening if 
Dundon hadn’t bought the team and pushed for this game, with the NHL 
inclined to go to lengths to keep a new owner happy. But the NHL also 
isn’t in the business of giving out handouts, especially when it comes to a 
major television event like this. 

What’s happening Saturday night is a recognition from the league and 
the hockey world at large that the team’s recent success has proven the 
market was dormant, not dead, and even still the NHL has clearly been 
surprised by the reaction — the incredible demand for tickets, the way 
the Triangle has embraced it, the attention this has gotten even in the 
heart of college basketball season. 

Something that was once barely the punch line to a joke is actually going 
to happen, in real life. This is more than an outdoor game. This the 
culmination of the Hurricanes’ rebirth. 

Never miss a Luke DeCock column. Sign up at tinyurl.com/lukeslatest to 
have them delivered directly to your email inbox as soon as they post. 

Luke DeCock’s Latest: Never miss a column on the Canes, ACC or other 
Triangle sports 
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The behind-the-scenes magic that turns a football stadium into a hockey 
rink 

 

Roman Stubbs 

5-6 minutes 17/02/2023 

 

On the morning of Feb. 6, the NHL’s 53-foot mobile refrigeration truck 
pulled into Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, N.C., crawling through 
concrete tunnels before parking on a concourse overlooking the field. 
Derek King and his crew stopped for a moment and surveyed their 
canvas. They had spent years planning and waiting to turn this venue 
into an ice rink, to bring an outdoor NHL game to another unexpected 
market — and now they had 12 days to pull it off. 

“It’s just nice to get into town and get to work,” said King, the league’s 
senior director for facilities operations and hockey operations, who has 
helped engineer more than two dozen outdoor games for the NHL, 
bringing hockey to historic baseball fields, inside colossal football 
stadiums — even to a resort by the side of a lake. Here came another 
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challenge: constructing a rink at a college football stadium in Raleigh. On 
the reimagined site, the Carolina Hurricanes will host the Washington 
Capitals on Saturday night. 

To do so has taken a sprawling, round-the-clock effort by roughly 200 
workers and a staggering number of resources, including 20,000 gallons 
of water and 3,000 gallons of glycol coolant to produce a 200-foot sheet 
of two-inch ice. 

The Washington Capitals will face the Carolina Hurricanes in an outdoor 
hockey game in Raleigh, N.C., on Feb. 18. (Video: NHL) 

The rink was built despite meteorological challenges presented by 
Raleigh’s climate — temperatures hovered in the high 70s this week — 
but its completion marks the end of a three-year journey that saw the 
project postponed in 2021 because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

“This is a 24/7 operation all the way through to the game,” NHL event 
producer Steve Mayer said. “This ice crew we have is the best in the 
business. They know things I’ll never know. It’s amazing how they’re able 
to create ice in any condition.” 

It is not the first time that King and his crew built a rink in a warmer 
climate — there have been outdoor games held in California, Texas and 
Tennessee — but the weather did dictate when they could work. The sun 
was their enemy. For nearly the past two weeks, they waited until 
nightfall to begin their work flooding the field. Before they could even get 
to that point, the field had to be covered with armor decking and a stage 
deck composed of 243 aluminum ice trays. 

Carter-Finley has just one field access point, King said, and instead of 
jamming it up with his refrigeration truck, he opted to keep it open as a 
workspace and elevate the truck onto the concourse above the field. 

His crews then had to build scaffolding and run flexible piping down to 
the field. Once those were in place, a booster pump sent the refrigerant 
down the pipes to the field so the freezing could commence. For seven 
nights, two teams of seven specialists — all with specific skills ranging 
from mechanics to plumbing to pipe-fitting — worked continuous one-
hour shifts to flood the surface and create the ice. 

The refrigeration unit is the nerve center for the operation. It is 
accompanied by two compressors and 300 tons of refrigeration and is 
used to pump the coolant and keep the ice temperature at 22 degrees. 
King said that the crew can cool down or heat up the sheet, using 
sensors to monitor the temperature. 

“We’re really not going to fight mother nature. She’s going to dictate what 
we do during this build,” King said. 

King and his team have learned something new with every build. They 
have built rinks that withstood all the elements — heat in Los Angeles, 
snow in Ann Arbor, Mich., sun in Lake Tahoe, Nev. This year’s rendition 
of the Winter Classic was held at Boston’s Fenway Park, which endured 
rain during the game and forced the ice crew to build a thicker sheet of 
ice. 

“It’s remarkable,” said Capitals defenseman Matt Irwin, who has played in 
two warmer-weather outdoor games in Los Angeles and Dallas. “I 
couldn’t even tell you what goes into it. All I see them is do lay wood over 
the field — and the next thing you know, you have a full hockey rink.” 

The plan calls for the crew to flood enough for up to two inches of ice; the 
Hurricanes typically play on an inch-and-half sheet at their home PNC 
Arena. “We will run a little thicker just to be on the safe side. . . . It gives 
us a lot sturdier of a sheet,” King said. The most rewarding part is 
watching the crews paint lines and logos onto the ice by the end of the 
week. 

The work continues after the game is over, the teams file off and the 
sold-out crowd heads home. The crew is not able to melt the ice, so they 
freeze it to an even colder temperature. Then it is broken up into chunks 
and hauled away on dump trucks. 

“It’s precise. It’s a science,” Mayer said. “They’re the ones that have to 
come through for this game to take place.” 
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Lights, ice, frozen sweat: Caps prepared for Stadium Series conditions 

 

by Matt Weyrich 

 

When the Capitals arrived in Raleigh, North Carolina on Friday, the 
conditions weren’t exactly conducive for outdoor hockey. There can be 
no puck drop amid a rainy forecast with temperatures in the mid-to-upper 
60s, but luckily for the Capitals and Carolina Hurricanes, the weather 
outlook for Saturday evening’s Stadium Series is much improved. 

The rain is expected to clear up with temperatures closer to freezing by 
the time the two teams suit up and take the ice at Carter-Finley Stadium. 
Even so, the NHL’s facility operations team will be working tirelessly over 
the next 30 hours to ensure the rink is ready to host 60 minutes of 
professional hockey. 

Most of the Capitals’ active players traveling to Raleigh have played in 
NHL outdoor games before and understand how the conditions are 
different from a typical indoor contest. They’ll all get the chance for a 
practice skate Friday evening to get a sense of the state of the ice and 
how it affects their ability to skate. 

“The first time we played in Pittsburgh it was raining, it was wet and it 
was really tough that way,” winger Marcus Johansson said. “You never 
know so it’s kind of part of the fun too, I guess. Just have to prepare the 
best way we can and I feel like we’re going to skate the day before and 
get a feel for the ice so it should be fun.” 

The 2023 Stadium Series game will mark the fourth time in the Capitals’ 
franchise history they’ve played in an outdoor game after they 
participated in the 2011 Winter Classic (Heinz Field), 2015 Winter Classic 
(Nationals Park) and 2018 Stadium Series (Navy-Marine Corps Memorial 
Stadium). Johansson and Nicklas Backstrom are the lone participants of 
that 2011 win over the Pittsburgh Penguins who will be active Saturday. 

Center Lars Eller has played in three different outdoor games including 
two early in his career with the Montreal Canadiens. He was glad the 
NHL scheduled Saturday’s game at night, which takes the potential for 
the sun to melt the ice or add extra glare. 

“I think the lights won't be a big factor because there probably won't be 
any sun out,” Eller said. “The sun will be down. So the only games I’ve 
played it's been midday and it's been sunny. So, yeah, the ice and 
temperature, that's the biggest things.” 

However, the later game time will make for colder conditions than that 
are typical for an NHL games. It’s certainly chilly in NHL arenas, but the 
regulated atmosphere ensures plyers aren’t feeling too frigid down on the 
ice. Center Dylan Strome experienced those conditions when he played 
in the 2019 Winter Classic at Notre Dame Stadium while with the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

“I think the one thing I noticed was throughout the game it got colder, like 
way colder,” Strome said. “Your gear in an arena, your body temperature 
regulates a little bit better and then when you're outside you're sweating 
and by the third period everyone's gear is wet and everyone's undershirts 
are wet and it gets cold. So I think that was one thing I remember sticking 
out to me. I'm never cold in a hockey game, but that time I was.” 
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Capitals hoping for ‘a spark’ in upcoming Stadium Series experience 

 

Tarik El-Bashir 

8-10 minutes 17/02/2023 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Playing outdoors has been on Garnet Hathaway’s 
bucket list since he entered the NHL in 2015. 

And on Saturday, after an eight-year wait, the Washington Capitals 
veteran will finally get to strike it off when he and his teammates visit the 
Carolina Hurricanes for the NHL’s annual Stadium Series game at 
Carter-Finley Stadium, home of the NC State Wolfpack. 

“I feel really fortunate to be able to do this,” Hathaway said. “It’s going to 
be different. I’m going to get a lot of tips from guys about how to prepare 
and how it’s going to be different from Capital One Arena.” 

Hathaway, who played pond hockey on his family’s farm in 
Kennebunkport, Maine, as a boy, has no shortage of teammates to lean 
on for advice. In fact, he’s one of just five full-timers on Washington’s 
roster yet to appear in one, joining veteran wingers Conor Sheary and 
Sonny Milano, second-year defenseman Martin Fehervary and backup 
goalie Charlie Lindgren. (Goalie Darcy Kuemper was Minnesota’s backup 
when the Wild hosted Chicago in 2016.)  

The Caps are not only experienced outdoors; they’re good, too. 

They’re 3-0 all-time in outdoor games, having claimed Winter Classic 
victories over Pittsburgh in 2011 and Chicago in 2015 as well as a 
Stadium Series win over Toronto in 2018. A victory on Saturday would tie 
the New York Rangers (4-0-0) and Boston (4-1-0) for the most wins. 

Carolina, on the other hand, is making its first appearance outdoors, 
though 10 players on the Hurricanes’ 23-man roster have made an 
appearance at a previous NHL stop. 

The massive crowd, the stadium lights, the crisp night air — Hathaway 
and company are looking forward to it all. But they also can’t get swept 
up in the hoopla; it’s also a critical game for a Caps team that, after 
Thursday’s 6-3 loss to Florida, has dropped three straight in regulation 
for the first time this season and now finds itself tied with the Panthers for 
the eighth and final playoff berth in the Eastern Conference with 25 
games to go and the New York Islanders, Detroit and Buffalo lurking. 

Hathaway hopes going outdoors can help the Caps climb out of the rut 
they’ve slipped into. 

“It’s going to be a different energy,” he said. “Right now, a spark wouldn’t 
hurt us. It’s lined up that we’ve lost three in a row and we’re playing an 
outdoor game that’s going to be a completely different environment, one 
that we’re looking forward to and one that we, as a veteran group, know 
how to feed off that energy.” 

The opponent figures to also get the Caps’ collective heart rate up. 

Washington-Carolina has become one of hockey’s best rivalries since the 
first round of the 2019 playoffs, when the Hurricanes rallied from a two-
game deficit to stun the reigning Stanley Cup champions. In the three 
seasons since, the Caps are 5-3-2 vs. the Hurricanes, including a pair of 
tight games this season — a 3-2 shootout loss in Raleigh on Oct. 31 and 
a 3-2 regulation defeat in D.C. on Tuesday. 

“They’re very fast, they shoot a lot and they crash the net hard,” Nicklas 
Backstrom said. “They’re hard to play against. They’re aggressive.” 

The Caps’ biggest problem these days has been an offense that’s 
struggling to produce. It averaged 4.00 goals a game during an 11-2-2 
December but, in the 18 games since the calendar flipped to 2023, it’s 
averaging just 2.56 goals per. Washington is 7-10-1 in those games. 

Compounding the issue is the absence of leading scorer Alex Ovechkin, 
who left the team on Wednesday to attend his father’s funeral in Russia. 
The Caps are 0-3-0 without their leading scorer and captain this season, 
and he won’t be in Raleigh, either.  

“There’s not another Alex Ovechkin,” said Peter Laviolette, who’s 
coaching his fourth outdoor game. “Everybody’s got to chip in. Other 
guys have got to step up. We’ve got to produce. For me, there’s not one 
person that’s got to emerge. As a team, we’ve got to cover for him when 
he’s not in the lineup.” 

Backstrom knows a thing or two about gathering points on outdoor ice. 
He’s the only player on either roster to score a game winner (2018 
Stadium Series) and his three assists are tied for fourth all-time. Only 
Henrik Zetterberg (7), Jonathan Toews (5) and Marian Hossa (4) have 
more helpers. 

One key to generating offense on Saturday, Backstrom said, will be 
making high-percentage plays and resisting the urge to get cutesy, 
particularly if ice is not ideal. The weather forecast calls for sunny skies 
and a high of 56 degrees on game day. Faceoff, though, is scheduled for 
8 p.m., when temps should dip into the low 40s.  

“Every time when you play outdoors, you never know how the ice is 
going to be,” Backstrom said, adding that the surface in Annapolis, Md. 
was the best he’d skated on outdoors.  

“So,” the longtime alternate captain added, “you have to keep it simple.” 

Oshie agreed but he also acknowledged it’s easier said than done, 
particularly on the big stage. 

“It’s hard sometimes to do that when you’re under the bright lights and 
you feel like you want to showcase your game a little,” he said. “But when 
the ice conditions are questionable — kind of like when it gets warm out 
in playoff time — you have to keep it a little simpler if you’re committed to 
getting the two points and giving yourself a better chance.”   

Struggling offense aside, Saturday’s game figures to be a spectacle like 
all outdoor games — and Hathaway plans to soak it all in.  

The NHL is expecting a crowd of 57,000 at Carter-Finley Stadium, which 
is just a parking lot away from the Hurricanes’ home rink, PNC Arena. 

The Caps are slated to practice there at 6 p.m. Friday, giving the players 
a chance to get familiar with the lights, boards and playing surface as 
well as one more chance to get comfortable in the Stadium Series-
specific gear they’ll be wearing.  

“It’s going to be a huge tell on what we might need to adjust or how we 
need to prepare,” said Hathaway, who has sought the advice of 
teammates on a variety of subjects, including underwear. 

“There’s a lot of different things,” he said. “The climate and getting used 
to it (so) things like what kind of shirt you’re wearing underneath.” 

Hathaway is also looking forward to sharing the outdoor game 
experience with his family. After Friday’s practice, there’s a skate for the 
players’ and coaches’ families, and the Caps are expecting about 150 
family members to take part. 

Hathaway joked about his extensive guest list, which will feature his wife 
Lindsay, 21-month-old son Luke, his mother and father, brother and 
sisters and several others.  

“It’s not gonna fill up the whole stadium, but … ” he cracked. 

The stadium parking lots will open to fans at 2 p.m., giving fans of both 
teams ample opportunity to get, um, ready. Laviolette coached the Canes 
to the Stanley Cup in 2006 so he’s familiar with the traditional parking lot 
festivities in Carolina.  
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“It should be a really great atmosphere,” Laviolette said. “It’s kind of cool 
because of the tailgating that goes on and the college football-type 
atmosphere. They’re opening the doors at 2 o’clock and the game is not 
until 8 o’clock. That’s just a whole boatload of time to have fun — and 
they do.”  

The same will go for the players, especially first-timers like Hathaway, 
who plans to savor the moment. 

“There’s only a couple of them a year, right?” he said. “And you don’t get 
to decide the schedule. You don’t know where you’re going to be or how 
long you’re going to playing in the NHL. So to be able to experience it 
and to have it be with this team and against a team like the Canes, it’s 
going to be special.” 
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Blues trade captain Ryan O'Reilly, Noel Acciari to Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Matthew DeFranks 

 

Say goodbye to the captain. 

The Blues traded Ryan O’Reilly to Toronto on Friday night, shipping their 
captain away during a pre-trade deadline selloff. Noel Acciari was also 
part of the deal going to the Maple Leafs, as St. Louis acquired a 2023 
first-round pick (Toronto), a 2024 second-round pick (Toronto), a 2023 
third-round pick (Ottawa), AHL forwards Mikahil Abramov and Adam 
Gaudette. 

The Blues retained 50% of O’Reilly’s salary. In a three-way trade, the 
Minnesota Wild retained 25% of O’Reilly’s salary, received a 2025 fourth-
round pick from the Maple Leafs. Toronto got Wild forward prospect Josh 
Pillar, currently playing in the Western Hockey League. 

The trade was the Blues’ second major one since the All-Star break, after 
it traded Vladimir Tarasenko and Niko Mikkola to the Rangers last week. 
The Blues acquired conditional first- and fourth-round picks in that trade, 
in addition to Sammy Blais and minor-league defenseman Hunter 
Skinner. 

The trade with the Maple Leafs now gives the Blues three first-round 
picks in the upcoming draft: their own, the lower of the Rangers and 
Stars, plus Toronto’s first-rounder. 

Abramov, 21, was a fourth-round pick in 2019 who has six goals and 10 
assists in 34 AHL games for the Maple Leafs. He had seven goals and 
21 assists in 66 games for the Marlies in 2021-22. 

Gaudette, who has played 219 NHL games, has 34 points in 40 AHL 
games this season. Originally a fifth-round pick by Vancouver in 2015, 
Gaudette has 27 goals and 43 assists over an NHL career that began 
with the Canucks in 2017-18 and also included stints Chicago and 
Ottawa. 

Gaudette, 26, was signed by Toronto last July as a free agent, and has 
played exclusively for the AHL Marlies this season, with 20 goals and 14 
assists in 40 games. 

O’Reilly, 32, was a pending unrestricted free agent set to hit the open 
market this summer, a two-way center that has struggled to 12 goals and 
seven assists in 40 games. He missed the month of January with a foot 
injury, and had two goals and an assist since the Blues returned from 
their break. 

Despite his downturn in production, O’Reilly was still arguably the best 
available center on the trade market. 

O’Reilly will be remembered in St. Louis as the Conn Smythe winner 
when the Blues won the 2019 Stanley Cup. His trade from Buffalo in the 
summer of 2018 was a franchise-altering move. He won a Selke Trophy 
in 2018-19, and succeeded Alex Pietrangelo as Blues captain in 2019-
20. 

Even after moving O’Reilly, the Blues still have a tradable asset in 
forward Ivan Barbashev. He is on an expiring contract, figures to help a 
contending team down their lineup, and is attracting a lot of interest in the 
market. 

 

St Louis Post Dispatch LOADED: 02.18.2023 

  

1268572 St Louis Blues 

 

Blues notebook: Defenseman Torey Krug questionable for Colorado 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

There could be a change on the Blues’ blueline in Saturday’s 1 p.m. 
game against the Colorado Avalanche at Enterprise Center. 

Defenseman Torey Krug did not practice Friday and is questionable for 
the contest. 

“He’s OK, I think,” coach Craig Berube said after Friday’s practice. “We’ll 
see how he is tomorrow. Can’t really comment on if he’s a player or not.” 

Krug left Tuesday’s game against Florida with a lower-body injury in the 
second period, but was back in the lineup and played 17 minutes 26 
seconds in Thursday’s 4-2 triumph over New Jersey. Berube said the 
current ailment is unrelated to the one that ended his night early against 
the Panthers. 

“It’s not related, but something happened,” Berube said. 

Based on Friday’s practice, Calle Rosen would slide into Krug’s spot 
alongside Justin Faulk. Robert Bortuzzo, a healthy scratch in all three 
games since the Blues returned from the All-Star game/bye week break, 
would move into the third pairing with Tyler Tucker. 

Avalanche again 

The Blues close out their season series with the Colorado on Saturday. 
The three previous meetings have all basically been one-goal contests, 
with Colorado getting an empty-net goal with three seconds remaining to 
win 4-2 when the teams last met on Jan. 28 in Denver. 

The Blues lost in overtime 3-2 on Dec. 11 at Enterprise, and defeated the 
Avs 3-2 in Denver on Nov. 14. 

The Avalanche are 9-2-2 since mid-January, most recently winning 3-2 in 
Minnesota on Wednesday. The team has been bothered by injuries all 
season, but has moved into third place in the Central Division at 29-19-5. 
With 63 points, they trail first-place Dallas by eight points but have two 
games in hand. 

Star defenseman Cale Makar has missed the past four games with a 
head injury, but could play Saturday against the Blues. Forward Gabriel 
Landeskog and forward Erik Johnson remain sidelined. 

“It’s always a battle against Colorado,” Berube said. “They’re obviously a 
great team. We all know that they’ve got some really high-end players. 
So I expect a good game. 

“We gotta be highly competitive. We gotta be physical. You can’t rest 
anywhere on the ice when you’re playing Colorado. You have to be alert 
and you gotta be anticipating and be on your toes the whole game.” 
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Goals that weren’t 

When Faulk had a goal disallowed against Florida, that made it two goals 
wiped off his ledger in five games. Both thanks to transgressions by 
teammate Robert Thomas. 

On Jan. 26 in Arizona, a Faulk goal was negated by a goaltender 
interference infraction against Thomas. 

On Tuesday against Florida, a Faulk goal was disallowed after a review 
showed Thomas played the puck with a high stick before Faulk’s shot. 

So does Thomas owe Faulk a dinner or something? 

“I didn’t say anything to him,” Faulk said. “He said something to me. He 
said, ‘That’s two now.’” 

But Faulk, who remains at six goals for the season, took the setbacks in 
stride. 

“It is what it is,” he said. “It’s not the first time I’ve had goals called back. 
You wish it wasn’t. 

“Probably the last game (Florida) was a little bit different, I thought. It 
doesn’t have much to do with the play. That stuff happens all the time. 
They miss high-sticking calls everywhere or little calls like that throughout 
the game always. But that’s what review has brought into the game.” 

Milestones for Binnington 

Goalie Jordan Binnington started his 200th NHL regular season 
Thursday against New Jersey. He reached a more meaningful milestone 
last Saturday against Arizona when he posted his 109th Blues win — 
moving him ahead of Grant Fuhr into fourth place on the Blues’ career 
list. 

“It’s cool, for sure,” Binnington said. “I saw a video that Fuhrsy did. From 
such a well-respected man in the hockey world, that’s something that is 
really cool for me and means a lot to me to get that. You guys know how 
I feel about St. Louis. Just try to do my best to bring success to the city. 
I’ve enjoyed my time here, so it’s cool to recognize the things along the 
way.” 

Binnington said he met Fuhr, who played for the Blues from 1995-99, a 
few years ago. 

“I don’t even know if he remembers,” Binnington said. “Just such a nice 
guy and so well-renowned around the league.” 
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Enterprise Center is the place to be for NHL scouts as Blues' trade 
rumors swirl 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

The press box scene was surreal Thursday in between periods of the 
Blues-Devils game at Enterprise Center. 

First off, there’s very little elbow room in there these days. The place is 
swarming with NHL scouts as general manager Doug Armstrong’s fire 
sale continues. 

With half the league sending scouts to Enterprise – including two apiece 
by Anaheim, Edmonton and Tampa Bay – there was Armstrong and 
assistant general manager Ryan Miller mingling with them. 

All that was missing was Armstrong walking around with a tray of hors 
d’oeuvres, handing out brochures on Ryan O’Reilly, Ivan Barbashev and 
Noel Acciari. Or Miller, the salary cap whiz in the front office, with a 
pocket calculator on hand providing financing options on the spot. 

Were those “for sale” signs slapped on the helmets of O’Reily, 
Barbashev an Acciari instead of those BJC HealthCare ads? 

All jokes aside, O’Reilly, Barbashev and to a lesser extent Acciari are 
drawing interest by contending teams as the March 3 trade deadline fast 
approaches. 

The expectation is the Blues can get something in the neighborhood of a 
first-round draft pick plus a prospect for O’Reilly. And a second-round 
pick – maybe more – for Barbashev. 

O’Reilly’s name has been out there for a while in trade speculation. 
Barbashev’s name emerged later in the process – with a bang. There 
have been reports that Armstrong informed Barbashev he was planning 
on trading him, in part because so many teams were interested in him. 

Barbashev agent Dan Milstein has called those reports inaccurate. 

As for Acciari, it’s been harder to get a read on him, but there definitely 
appears to be interest. 

While all this swirls from – literally – above them in the Enterprise press 
box during this homestand, the players themselves seem oblivious, at 
least judging by their play on the ice. 

O’Reilly has two goals, an assist and is plus-4 in the three games since 
the All-Star game/bye week break, including the game-winning goal in 
last Saturday’s 6-5 overtime win against Arizona. 

Barbashev has one goal, three assists and is plus-4. 

Acciari hasn’t been on the score sheet, but he’s played his usual hard-
nosed game – hitting people, winning wall battles and generally being 
hard to play against. 

In the midst of all this, the Blues are 3-0-0 since the break, moving back 
above .500 overall (26-25-3). At their best, the Blues have been nothing 
more than a tease this season, and they’re currently in full tease mode – 
hanging around on the edge of playoff contention. 

Entering Friday’s NHL games, the Blues were six points out of the 
second wild-card spot in the Western Conference and eight points out of 
third place in the Central Division with 28 games left to play. 

The overall look of the team feels right. They’re scoring goals, playing 
strong defense, minimizing mistakes. But is it sustainable? 

“We have a lot of good players on this team, we all know that,” coach 
Craig Berube said. “But looking at the effort and the competitiveness of 
our team - you know, the attitude - it’s really good. And that’s a big thing. 
That’s what wins hockey games.” 

Tweaks on the forecheck have led to better defense and more 
possession time on offense. It’s nothing too complicated. Defensemen 
are pinching in more, the high forward in the offensive zone – or F3 in 
hockey parlance – is guarding the back door. And it’s working. 

“Yeah, we’re trying to be a little bit more aggressive as a group in 
defending,” defenseman Justin Faulk said. “It’s a fast game, and if you sit 
back and you give teams time and space, they’re gonna make plays. It’s 
so skilled now. 

“It’s always better to err on the side of aggression. I think that we’ve 
come to that realization as a group. Be aggressive. It’s better to work 
hard and get beat that way than just sit back and give something to a 
team.” 

So for a week at least, it’s as if a cloud has lifted following the trade of 
Vladimir Tarasenko (and Niko Mikkola) to the New York Rangers. It has 
not been lost on some observers that the team is 12-4-0 without 
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Tarasenko in the lineup this season, and 14-21-3 when he’s been out of 
the lineup. 

Obviously, there are a lot of factors that go into whether a team wins or 
loses. But the Tarasenko trade situation was lingering through its second 
season. And unlike last season – the Blues weren’t playing at a 100-point 
level and Tarasenko wasn’t enjoying a career year before the trade. 

Frustration and perhaps a touch of hopelessness seemed to be settling 
in during the five-game losing streak that preceded the trade. But the 
Blues have looked like a different team since the trade. 

Berube said he had “no clue” how the trade may have affected the 
team’s mindset. 

“I don’t go and ask players or anybody,” he said. “I don’t really dive into 
all that stuff - it’s not me. But whatever it is since we got back off the 
break, our players have been energized, excited, ready to go. Ready to 
make a push.” 

All indications, from both outside and inside the organization, is that 
Armstrong already has made up his mind in terms of dealing O’Reilly and 
Barbashev. The cap situation is too pressing next season, the need to 
restock the organizational shelves with young talent too obvious. 

It certainly will take more than three consecutive victories to change 
Armstrong’s course of action. Only seven games are left before the trade 
deadline, beginning with Saturday’s 1 p.m. matinee with the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

As for the players: “Everybody understands every game is like 
elimination,” forward Alexey Toropchenko said. “We're just trying to focus 
on next game, and we need wins to make the playoffs.” 
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Take it from ‘Torpo,’ New Jersey was quick but the Blues were quicker 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

The New Jersey Devils came as advertised. Quick, confident and 
unyielding on the forecheck. 

They’re third-best team in the NHL in terms of the standings, and a 
juggernaut on the road — an amazing 20-3-3 away from The Rock (the 
Prudential Center in Newark) entering Thursday’s contest at Enterprise 
Center. 

“They’re fast, they’ve got a lot of quick players that make good plays,” 
defenseman Colton Parayko said. “Seems like they’ve been playing 
together for a while, just the way they seem to know where to put pucks 
in areas and find each other.” 

NHL: St. Louis Blues vs. New Jersey Devils 

St. Louis Blues forward Alexey Toropchenko (13) scores while being 
guarded by New Jersey Devils left wing Jesper Bratt (63) during a game 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 2023, at Enterprise Center in St. Louis. 

Christine Tannous 

That’s on offense. As for defense, coach Craig Berube put it best. 

“They don’t give you any easy ice,” Berube said. “Real fast team. You’ve 
got pressure everywhere.” 

But take it from smiling Alexey Toropchenko — the quicker team won 
Thursday. And that would be the Blues, by a 4-2 score, with 
Toropchenko getting the go-ahead goal early in the second period. 

“They're pretty quick, but we were quicker tonight,” Toropchenko said. 
“Just keep rolling and be ready for the next game.” 

With the score tied 1-1 in the second Toropchenko was the quickest to 
the puck in front of the New Jersey net, sweeping in to nudge the puck a 
couple of inches across the goal line for his fourth goal of the season. 

The Blues never looked back, getting additional goals by Jordan Kyrou 
(his 25th) and Brayden Schenn (his 16th) to win their third straight 
contest since the All-Star game/bye week break. 

NHL: St. Louis Blues vs. New Jersey Devils 

St. Louis Blues forward Alexey Toropchenko (13) battles for the puck 
with New Jersey Devils center Nico Hischier (13) during a game 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 2023, at Enterprise Center in St. Louis. 

Christine Tannous 

Goalie Jordan Binnington had another strong night, making 34 saves in 
his 200th NHL career start. Granted, it was against a New Jersey team 
missing star forward Jack Hughes due to injury. 

With scouts from 15 NHL teams on hand, including two apiece from 
Anaheim, Edmonton and Tampa Bay, the Blues got back above the .500 
mark at 26-25-3. The trade deadline is just two weeks away, and Ryan 
O’Reilly, Ivan Barbashev and to some extent Noel Acciari are drawing 
plenty of attention. 

O’Reilly and Barbashev both flashed their skills with assists on the Blues’ 
first goal of the game — scored by Pavel Buchnevich late in the first 
period. 

But it was the Toropchenko goal that allowed the Blues to take charge in 
the game. 

“It was a long shift obviously, and we just outworked them and we were 
strong on our forecheck and pretty tight altogether,” Toropchenko said. 
“Great play by everyone, especially ‘Walks’ (Nathan Walker). He just 
gave me like a present at the net.” 

The sequence started with Parayko coming onto the ice on a change and 
sending a shot from close range at goalie Mackenzie Blackwood. 

“I saw all the players in the corner there, so I let myself creep in a little 
bit,” Parayko said. “Puck ended up coming to me, goalie came out, made 
a good save. Puck was loose and then ‘Walks’ made a really good play 
around him. It was just sitting there, and I think Torps was in a good spot 
at a good time, just put it in.” 

Walker dove at the rebound of the Parayko shot but sent it off the post. It 
wasn’t far from the goal line, when Toropchenko came in and cleaned up. 

“It was 10 centimeters (off the goal line),” Toropchenko said. “I don't 
know how many inches. I usually use centimeters.” 

That would be 3.93 inches, for those not conversant in the metric system. 

Toropchenko’s goal was the first score for the Blues’ fourth line in eight 
games, since Toropchenko scored Jan. 19 against Nashville. At 6-6, 223 
pounds, he needs to live at the net front in order to carve out a career in 
the league. 

“That (fourth) line was very effective tonight,” Berube said. “I thought they 
did a real good job of checking and physical play. Just that hounding. 
They were on the forecheck all night. I thought they were really good.” 

But you know who was even better? 

That would be the line of Schenn-Robert Thomas-Kyrou. Including time 
on the power play, they combined for two goals and four assists against 
the Devils (35-14-5). In the three games since the break, their totals are 
six goals and 11 assists. 
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“Schenner's awesome,” Kyrou said. “He can score, he can make plays, 
he can crush guys. 

“For us just as a team, I think we're doing a lot of the good things in the 
offensive zone, forechecking. We're being super aggressive and it gives 
us more O-zone time with the pucks. I think that just makes us score 
more goals.” 

They have scored 16 in the three games since the break. Schenn’s 
power play goal was key Thursday, with the Blues nursing a 3-2 lead in 
the third and the game seemingly headed toward a tight, intense finish. 

With Miles Wood in the box for New Jersey due to an illegal check to the 
head on Sammy Blais, Kyrou was somehow left wide open on the left 
side. Blackwood stopped his shot, but the rebound went right over to 
Schenn who quickly sent the puck through the back door to give the 
Blues a two-goal lead with 8:18 left. 

“It was a weird little situation there,” Kyrou said. “I happened to be pretty 
open. Good thing I fanned on it. 

“Yeah, I fanned on it. … I was trying to go top glove. But it worked out.” 

Blais, by the way, was slow to get up after the hit by Wood and was done 
for the night, heading off the ice and apparently getting checked out by 
the concussion spotter. 

“He should be fine,” Berube said. 

Sports columnists Ben Frederickson and Jeff Gordon take a break from 
pondering who could be traded next and when, and turn their attention 
toward a veteran Blues leader who is performing like you would hope a 
potential future captain would. 
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NHL trade grades: Maple Leafs get Ryan O’Reilly, their possible ‘missing 
piece’ 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Eric Duhatschek 

6-8 minutes 2/18/2023 

 

The trade 

Maple Leafs get: Ryan O’Reilly (50 percent of salary retained by Blues, 
25 percent by Wild), Noel Acciari and Josh Pillar 

Blues get: Mikhail Abramov and Adam Gaudette, Toronto’s first-round 
selection in the 2023 draft, Ottawa’s third-round selection in the 2023 
draft and Toronto’s second-round selection in the 2024 draft 

Wild get: Maple Leafs’ fourth-round selection in the 2025 draft 

Eric Duhatschek: So, what looks like a complicated three-way trade 
among the Leafs, Blues and Wild — which officially included nine 
separate pieces — really comes down to this: Toronto spent big to pick 
up the 2019 Conn Smythe Trophy winner, Ryan O’Reilly, in a bid to end 
one of the most puzzling, frustrating, lengthy examples of playoff futility. 
An inability to win a round since 2004. An inability to win a championship 
since 1967. 

Is O’Reilly the missing piece? Based on the evidence of this season 
alone, maybe not. He’s had an up-and-down time of it, with just 19 points 
in 40 games overall, looking as if the years are taking their toll on a heart-
and-soul player who bleeds team and oozes leadership. 

But he’s been better of late, after recovering from a broken foot and 
returning to the Blues’ lineup following a 14-game absence, and has 
managed three points in three games. Ultimately, the Leafs are banking 
on the fact that when the postseason begins, pedigree matters. 

With O’Reilly on board, the Leafs make up a small bit of ground on the 
vast lead that the Tampa Bay Lightning have in playoff experience — and 
who’s kidding who? With two months to go in the season, it would take a 
miracle for Toronto’s first-round opponent to be anyone other than the 
battle-tested Lightning. One could argue that Toronto has questions in 
goal and on defense, in addition to the fact that they are a touch soft up 
front. 

O’Reilly balances the scales a little and Noel Acciari, serviceable and 
experienced, is a useful depth add, though there is no point in overrating 
what he brings either. In 54 career playoff games, Acciari has seven 
points. He’ll battle for the Leafs in the trenches, but his contributions will 
mostly be in providing invisible minutes and the ability to push back when 
the likes of Pat Maroon and Corey Perry try to flex their muscles against 
a Leafs team with a softish bottom six. 

The acquisition cost — not just to land O’Reilly, but to get the Minnesota 
Wild to soften the financial blow — ends up being four draft picks: a first, 
a second, a third and a fourth, spread out over four years. The third pick 
originally belonged to Ottawa, which Toronto acquired when they agreed 
to take Matt Murray and his contract off the Senators’ hands. One could 
still argue that Toronto’s biggest question mark remains in goal, and that 
when they do play the Lightning, the gap between Andrei Vasilevskiy and 
Ilya Samsonov will be cavernous. 

There’s only value in surrendering that much draft capital if you win. Not 
so much if you lose. Could the Leafs have spent that elsewhere? Maybe. 
It all hinges on what O’Reilly ultimately brings to the mix — and if his 
presence ends that long, lengthy playoff drought. 

The Blues get a player, Adam Gaudette, who has been almost a point-a-
game player in the AHL but really doesn’t project as an NHLer anymore, 
plus 2019 fourth-rounder Mikhail Abramov. Minnesota essentially buys a 
fourth-round pick for retaining a quarter of O’Reilly’s salary. 

Maple Leafs grade: B 

Blues grade: B-plus 

Wild grade: B 

Dom Luszczyszyn: Four years ago, O’Reilly won the Selke Trophy, the 
Conn Smythe Trophy and the Stanley Cup. That O’Reilly is probably not 
walking through the door for the Maple Leafs, not after his weakest 
season in years. The idea of the man is a bit bigger than what the man 
actually is, but the Leafs are still acquiring a strong, smart player with 
playoff pedigree. He’s just in need of a lesser role. 

If you’re expecting a top-line center, like what O’Reilly had been for the 
past half-decade or so, chances are you’ll be disappointed. At age 32, 
O’Reilly’s game has dropped below that level this season as he’s 
struggled to produce anywhere near his usual rate. But the Leafs don’t 
need O’Reilly to be a top-line center; they already have two of the game’s 
best. They need someone who can lead the supporting cast, and that’s a 
role O’Reilly should be able to thrive in. 

O’Reilly’s value has dropped every year since 2018-19, but he’s still 
projected to be worth 1.2 wins. That may even be modest, given some of 
the bad luck he’s faced this year compared to years prior and the context 
of his minutes. O’Reilly’s minutes are tougher than 97 percent of the 
league this season, but they surely won’t be in Toronto, where he’ll play 
either on one of the top two lines or in a lessened shutdown role in the 
bottom six. Either way, he should put up better numbers with the Leafs. 

There is some concern with O’Reilly at both ends of the ice this season 
that make his acquisition a bit of a risk. He’s allowing chances and goals 
at the highest rate of his career and while he’s creating a lot of chances 
the other way, they aren’t going in. Relative to teammates, his impact on 
goals has been negative for two straight seasons. Maybe that’s bad luck, 
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but it’s one reason to be cautious about calling the move a certified slam 
dunk. 

The Leafs need it to be, because they paid a huge cost in draft picks to 
make it happen. Toronto shipped out first-, second-, third- and fourth-
round picks to make the money work — a hefty price — and added 
Acciari as well. St. Louis did very well to get that much for a declining 
asset and should be commended for getting top dollar back despite a 
down season for O’Reilly. 

That huge cost won’t matter if it works, and O’Reilly very well might be 
the piece that puts Toronto over the top. But it’s still a risk to essentially 
go all-in on a 32-year-old coming off an injury and playing well below his 
usual standards. O’Reilly’s reputation is sterling enough to make him a 
worthwhile target, and his playoff resume is obviously attractive to a team 
like the Leafs, who are desperate to finally take the next step. It’s time to 
see if he lives up to the hype and gets them there. 

Maple Leafs grade: B 

Blues grade: A 

Wild grade: B 
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Leafs acquire Ryan O’Reilly, Noel Acciari in 3-team trade with Blues, 
Wild 

 

The Athletic Staff, Joshua Kloke, Jeremy Rutherford 

4-5 minutes 2/17/2023 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs have acquired Ryan O’Reilly, Noel Acciari and 
Josh Pillar in a three-team trade with the St. Louis Blues and Minnesota 
Wild, the teams announced Friday. Here’s what you need to know: 

The Blues receive Mikhail Abramov and Adam Gaudette, the Maple 
Leaf’s 2023 first-round pick and 2024 second-round pick, and the 
Senators’ 2023 third-round pick. 

The Wild receive Toronto’s fourth-round pick in 2025. 

St. Louis will retain 50 percent and Minnesota will retain 25 percent of 
O’Reilly’s salary. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs, St. Louis Blues and Minnesota Wild made a 
three-team trade on Friday night. 

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Why did the Blues trade O’Reilly? 

Like Vladimir Tarasenko, O’Reilly is set to become an unrestricted free 
agent this summer. He told The Athletic recently that he was hoping to 
sign an extension with St. Louis, and would accept a team-friendly deal, 
but at the same time wanted to hold his value. 

It’s likely that the two sides could not agree on the length of term on the 
contract, thus the Blues’ decision to move him before the March 3 trade 
deadline. — Rutherford 

What the Leafs are getting in O’Reilly and Acciari 

The forwards are two of the hardest-working players in the Blues’ lineup. 

O’Reilly’s offensive statistics are down this season, but he still 
maintained a high work ethic and led by example. Acciari was a terrific 

free-agent signing by general manager Doug Armstrong last summer, 
and was one of the club’s most effective players in what has been an 
extremely disappointing season. — Rutherford 

Acquiring a player of O’Reilly’s experience and pedigree gives Sheldon 
Keefe options, which is never a bad thing. O’Reilly could slot in on the left 
side of John Tavares and Mitch Marner, giving the Leafs a potent top six. 

Though O’Reilly isn’t having his best season production-wise, playing 
alongside the likes of Marner could rectify that. 

Or could O’Reilly slot in at center on the Leafs’ third line, giving them a 
formidable look down the middle? Doing so would then solidify the team’s 
fourth line with David Kampf on the bottom line. Beefing up a bottom line 
to face the Tampa Bay Lightning in the playoffs has been an area of 
concern for the Leafs. 

Either way, it’s a statement of intent from Kyle Dubas and the Leafs: 
they’re all-in on this season and now they’ve got the pieces to prove it. — 
Kloke 

O’Reilly’s future with the Leafs 

Dubas was adamant in his last media availability that he wouldn’t flip his 
first-round pick in 2023 for a rental player. And now he’s gone ahead and 
done just that. 

So what gives? Is there a world in which the 32-year-old O’Reilly, born in 
Clinton, a few hours west of Toronto, comes way down off his $7.5-
million cap hit this season and re-signs with the Leafs? 

You’d have to think Dubas would have at least some confidence in that 
possibility for him to make a deal of this magnitude. The Leafs now have 
just two picks in the first two rounds of the next three drafts after this 
deal. — Kloke 

How good is the return for the Blues? 

They made out well in this deal, acquiring three draft picks, including a 
first-rounder, for two pending UFAs. This gives the Blues a total of three 
first-round picks in the 2023 NHL draft, including the one they got in the 
Tarasenko deal. — Rutherford 
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Secret to Blues’ recent run? A tactical change Craig Berube made during 
the break 

 

Jeremy Rutherford 

7-8 minutes 2/17/2023 

 

ST. LOUIS — During the Blues’ 11-day break, coach Craig Berube had 
an idea. Losing five straight games and seeing their playoff chances fade 
going into the time off, the club needed something different upon its 
return. 

So Berube and his staff altered the forecheck from a conventional 
scheme to a 2-3, or, as some call it, a 2-1-2. 

“Where we were with our situation, I think our guys needed to hear a 
change, and I needed to see a change,” Berube said. “I’ve used this 
forecheck before, so this is something we talked about as a coaching 
staff to get us more aggressive. So far, so good.” 
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Finding more success on the forecheck Thursday, the Blues topped New 
Jersey 4-2 for their third win in a row, which is their first three-game 
winning streak since mid-December. The extra zone time they’ve created 
with the adjustment has led to 16 goals in those three games. 

“It’s gotten us skating more and more direct and being more aggressive,” 
Berube said. “It’s a positive, and the players see that, and they see 
production, so they’re going to buy into it more.” 

Essentially, what the Blues are doing is instructing the third forward going 
into the offensive zone — the “F3” — to stay higher than usual and back 
up the defensemen, who now have more flexibility to jump up in the play. 

“If the puck is stopped off a forecheck — two guys are in there, and the 
puck is stopped — (the F3) should be right in there,” Berube said. “If that 
puck squirts out one way or another, our D are down on it, and he’s 
backing them up. 

“If the puck changes sides and it goes D to D, the F2 should be tracking 
the other D, and he’ll be on him. Our D are down on it, and our F3 should 
be mirroring the puck the whole time and backing up that D.” 

To illustrate the difference, let’s look at video from the Blues’ final loss 
before the break, then how the change has helped them in their past two 
games. 

Jan. 30, 4-2 loss at Winnipeg 

This example is not your typical offensive situation in which you’re 
dumping the puck in and employing a hard forecheck. It’s an offensive 
possession in which the Blues have control at the top of the zone. But it’s 
still a worthwhile clip in which we see how the team gets burned by not 
having anybody to cover the pinching defenseman — Torey Krug, in this 
case. 

Krug and teammate Justin Faulk attempt a give-and-go, but Faulk’s pass 
is off the mark. Krug attempts to chase down the puck, but it’s turned 
over to Winnipeg. 

In the frame below, you’ll see Krug, Brayden Schenn and Jordan Kyrou 
all below the goal line, which spells trouble. The Jets now have the puck, 
and they have players in place to get it out quickly. 

Brandon Saad fell on the play and is out of the picture, but as the play 
continues, he’s not in position to help Faulk when the Jets begin their 
transition. 

The result is a quick outlet and Josh Morrissey scoring at the other end 
for a 3-0 lead early in the third period. 

Feb. 14, 6-2 win vs. Florida 

Now the Blues are back from the break, and they’ve had a couple of 
practices to work on the new scheme. 

With a 1-0 lead in the first period, the puck heads into the offensive zone, 
and Blues forward Noel Acciari puts pressure on the Florida defender. 

In the frame below, you can see the Blues’ Ivan Barbashev, the F3, high 
in the middle of the zone. Teammate Sammy Blais skates in a beeline to 
that defender, who has Panthers teammate Matthew Tkachuk signaling 
to send him the puck up ice. 

As the play continues, Blues defenseman Tyler Tucker also jumps into 
the offensive zone, but because Barbashev is high, the team is still in a 
relatively safe position. 

Eventually, Tkachuk takes over the puck in the neutral zone, but 
Barbashev breaks up his pass to teammate Sam Bennett. Otherwise, 
Bennett could have taken the pass in stride and gone in all alone on a 
breakaway. 

Feb. 16, 4-2 win vs. New Jersey 

The Blues were trying to extend their winning streak to three games 
Thursday against New Jersey, which was 20-3-3 on the road coming into 
the contest. 

The score was tied 1-1 in the second period when Robert Thomas got 
possession of the puck in the corner. 

Defenseman Calle Rosen has seven goals this season, and a few have 
been the result of good pinches by him in the offensive zone. Thomas 
knows this and sees Rosen streaking wide open to the Devils’ net. 

But this play is possible, or made more comfortably, because the Blues 
have Tucker and Kyrou at the top of the zone ready to defend if the puck 
somehow gets free and puts the Devils in transition. 

“Our D want to be super aggressive, and that F3 just needs to fill a spot 
with the F1 and F2 being super aggressive as well,” Kyrou said. “I think 
it’s making us score more goals.” 

The Blues didn’t score on that play. 

Rosen missed the shot, but it was part of a sequence in which the Blues 
had a lot of offensive-zone pressure, and about a minute and a half later, 
Alexey Toropchenko scored for a 2-1 advantage. 

“That’s a perfect example,” Berube said. “Our D are tight, they’re down 
on things, and our F3 has been really good — that’s key.” 

Of the Blues’ 16 goals in the past three games, three have been from 
defensemen: Rosen (two) and Nick Leddy. Another came on a shot by 
Krug that went in off Schenn, and Faulk had one negated because of a 
high-stick by Thomas. 

“If you look at our last three games, we’ve definitely improved on all 
aspects of our game — our forecheck, for sure, and that’s been big for 
us,” defenseman Colton Parayko said. “Pucks are going in for us, and 
we’re getting some bounces. It’s good for us, especially with our D corps 
that can skate and get up in the play. I feel like the more you’re up in the 
play, the more you’re engaged. 

“If you look at our O-zone time, it’s definitely gone up. It’s a forecheck 
that works if we have all five guys working together. It builds confidence 
in guys. As a D man, when you’re playing defense in your own zone, it’s 
tough when teams have a long shift in your zone. It seems like you’re 
always playing defense, so hopefully we can kind of flip the script a little 
bit and put it on them.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.18.2023 

1268545 Ottawa Senators 

 

Senators suffer late meltdown on Chris Neil's big night 

 

Ken Warren 

Published Feb 17, 2023 

 

Blackhawks 4, Senators 3 (OT) 

Chris Neil’s number 25 will hang proudly in the Canadian Tire Centre 
rafters forever, but the air came out the building in a hurry after a colossal 
Ottawa Senators collapse late Friday. 

“We just made too many turnovers to finish off the game,” said captain 
Brady Tkachuk after a late 3-1 Senators lead turned into a crushing 4-3 
loss in overtime to the bottom basement Chicago Blackhawks. “It can’t 
happen, especially on a night when we’re honouring a Senators legend, 
a legend in this community. It stings. It’s not even about points. It’s about 
honouring Neiler, who put his blood, sweat and tears into this 
organization and might be the hardest worker to ever come through 
here.” 

The Senators appeared in full control, leading 3-1 after third period goals 
from Claude Giroux and Tkachuk, but the Blackhawks didn’t go away. 
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Sam Lafferty beat Senators goaltender Mads Sogaard on a shorthanded 
breakaway to make it 3-2 and long-time Senators giant killer Patrick 
Kane sent the game to overtime by beating Sogaard to the shortside with 
3:05 remaining. It was his second goal of the night and in 20 career 
games against Ottawa, Kane has 12 goals and 21 assists. 

After Blackhawks goaltender Petr Mrazek made several huge stops in 
extra time, Andreas Athanasiou was left alone to score the game winner 
with 2:08 remaining in overtime. 

The Senators entered Friday’s game seven points and five teams out of 
the last playoff position in the NHL’s Eastern Conference, but came into 
the contest on a roll, having won three straight and five of their past six. 
While they picked up a point with the overtime defeat, they’ll be kicking 
themselves over and over again for letting the second point slip away 
against a Blackhawks team that long ago gave up hopes of making the 
playoffs. 

As low as they are in the standings, the Blackhawks have won nine 
straight games over the Senators. 

Sogaard, thrust into the number one goaltending spot due to injuries to 
both Cam Talbot and Anton Forsberg, took the defeat hard. 

“It’s pretty obvious if you give (Kane) a little bit of room that’s going to 
capitalize,” Sogaard said of the tying goal. “His skill set is obviously at the 
top of the league, but you know, shortside, that’s my responsibility and 
I’ve got to do a better job.” 

If it’s any consolation to Sogaard, he’s not alone among Senators 
goaltenders who have been frustrated by Kane. Sogaard’s teammates 
had his back. 

“He gave us a chance to win tonight,” said alternate captain Claude 
Giroux. “As a goalie, that’s all you can ask for. He made some huge 
saves for us and not even one bit is that on him.” 

Blackhawks centre Andreas Athanasiou (89) scores the overtime winning 
goal against the Senators on Friday night. 

The Neil pre-game festivities should have given some motivation and 
energy to current Senators. All day, current players sported baseball 
caps bearing number 25 and, after the Neil ceremony wrapped up, all of 
them took the ice sporting number 25 jerseys for the pre-game warm-up. 

The Blackhawks, meanwhile, own a league-worst 16-32-5 record. A long, 
long time ago, this season’s hopes turned into next summer’s draft 
hopes, where they can potentially earn the best lottery odds to secure 
Connor Bedard with the first-overall pick. 

The biggest question for them now is whether Kane, the future Hall of 
Famer, is dealt before the March 3 trade deadline. 

It’s believed Kane, who has 11 goals and 26 assists in 36 games this 
season, is dealing with a problem hip. 

Senators defenceman Artem Zub checks Blackhawks winger Taylor 
Raddysh in front of goaltender Mads Sogaard (40) during the second 
period. 

When the game did begin, it didn’t take long for Kane to again show the 
magic touch he always brings against Ottawa. After Max Domi stripped 
Drake Batherson of the puck inside the Senators’ blue-line, he fed Kane 
in front of the net. In turn, Kane buried the puck past Sogaard at the 44-
second mark. 

The remainder of the first period was a sloppy affair, with the Senators 
struggling for extended periods to clear the puck from their own zone. 

The Senators dominated most of the second period, but only Shane 
Pinto could get the puck past Mrazek, so the teams went into the third 
period deadlocked 1-1. 

After the Giroux and Tkachuk goals, the Senators appeared well on their 
way to victory, but turnovers and poor discipline did them in. 

In his brief post-game scrum, Senators coach D.J. Smith says there was 
no need for his players to be pressing so hard for another goal, an effort 
which allowed Kane to break free. 

“You don’t need a fourth goal,” he said. Smith also said the Senators 
could have put the game far out of reach by scoring on their powerplay 
chance midway through the period. Instead, a bounce at the blueline 
over Thomas Chabot’s stick led to Lafferty’s shorthanded goal that gave 
the Blackhawks life. 

“If the power play scores a goal, the game is over. It’s in our net, seconds 
later. To me, that’s just maturity. That’s feeling the game. You can tell 
you were having a push. They’ve beaten a lot of good teams. This is the 
NHL and if you lay off the gas for just a second, that’s what happens.” 

The shame is that it came on a night when the organization was enjoying 
a love-in for one of the organization’s best all-time leaders. 

The Senators will practice Saturday before playing a pair of matinees; 
Sunday at Canadian Tire Centre against the St. Louis Blues and Sunday 
in Boston against the Bruins. 
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GARRIOCH: Chris Neil's No. 25 raised to the rafters during poignant 
ceremony to honour Senators winger 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Published Feb 17, 2023 

 

Before Chris Neil’s No. 25 was lifted to the rafters, the man who wore No. 
11 delivered the banner to the sounds of thunderous applause and a 
standing ovation. 

It was a special night for one of the most special people to put on the 
Ottawa Senators jersey as Neil became only the third player in the 
modern-day history of the National Hockey League franchise to have his 
number retired. 
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of Postmedia Network Inc. 
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He joins former captain Daniel Alfredsson, who had his No. 11 retired in 
2016, and former alternate captain Chris Phillips, who had his No. 4 
raised in 2020. 

“This truly is a special honour to have number going beside two legends 
with Alfie and Philly,” Neil told the crowd. “I still remember my first game 
in this building in front of a sold-out crowd, and to have the CTC filled to 
celebrate tonight for me is amazing.” 

An emotional Neil accepted the honour with the humble gratitude you’d 
expect, and he thanked former Senators general Marshall Johnston for 
believing in him. He also thanked former coaches Jacques Martin, Paul 
MacLean, Dave Cameron and the late Bryan Murray. 

Born in Flesherton, Ont., Neil has made his home in Ottawa with his wife 
Caitlin and their three children. He’s respected by everybody in the 
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organization and retiring his number is the right way to show appreciation 
for the contributions he made during his career. 

He gave a lot of credit to his family and was emotional when he spoke 
about his late mother. 

“Back in my first year, when I would get in a fight, I would raise my hands 
after the fight to get the crowd pumped up, but the real reason behind it 
was to let my mom know I was OK,” Neil said. 

Drafted in the sixth round, No. 161 overall in 1998, Neil suited up for 
1,026 games in 16 seasons with the Senators. He finished with 112 goals 
and 138 assists for 250 points, but his game was never about being an 
offensive player. Instead, he had an even bigger role. 

Neil’s job was to serve and protect his teammates. He did it with every 
ounce of blood in his body. He holds the franchise record for career 
penalty minutes with 2,522. 

“He wore his No. 25 with heart and pride,” Phillips said. 

Chris Neil, third from left, is joined by current, from left to right, Claude 
Giroux, Thomas Chabot, Derick Brassard and Brady Tkachuk as well as 
former teammate and Senators captain Daniel Alfredsson for the jersey 
retirement ceremony. 

Neil ranks 20th all-time in the NHL in penalty minutes.Nobody will ever 
forget the Senators’ playoff run in 2017, when players asked former 
coach Guy Boucher to dress Neil for Game 5 of Round 2 against the 
New York Rangers. Kyle Turris scored the winner in overtime in a 5-4 
victory, giving Ottawa a 3-2 series lead, and he credited Neil’s presence. 

The two teams combined for 78 penalty minutes in Game 4 and the 
Senators didn’t like the perception they had been pushed around by the 
Rangers. Neil only played 2:26 in Game 5, on five shifts, but he dropped 
the gloves with New York’s Tanner Glass and made his presence felt. 
Glass had attacked Turris in Game 4 and nobody addressed that night. 

It was Neil’s debut in the post-season that spring and he brought 
valuable experience after being part of so many previous playoff runs. He 
hung up his skates after that season and had a chance to play 
elsewhere, but didn’t want to leave Ottawa. 

“How many players played better because Chris Neil played with them in 
what was a really tough era,” current Senators head coach D.J. Smith 
said. “How many buildings did guys go in and get an extra foot or two 
feet because he was out there. What he was able to do was play. 

“When you’re on the fourth line, and in and out of the lineup, teams don’t 
have to deal with you. His ability on the forecheck made teams have to 
deal with him. His ability to play with good players separated him from 
just your run-of-the-mill tough guy.” 

People like to debate jersey retirements, but there shouldn’t be any 
debate regarding Neil. For full disclosure, as a member of the “Player 
Honouring Committee,” this decision made sense from the minute a 
presentation was made on Neil’s behalf in June. 

Smith noted it was good for current players like Brady Tkachuk, Thomas 
Chabot, Tim Stutzle and Josh Norris to see the organization honouring 
those from the past. 

“It’s about the amount of time and work that people put into an 
organization,” Smith said. “It’s absolutely imperative because people like 
Brady, Thomas, Timmy and Norris see this and it gives them something 
to strive for, if you stay here your whole career. 

“There’s getting your number retired, the hall of fame, and all of those 
things are part of your last legacy. For our guys to see that tonight, they 
can wonder if one day that’s going to be them.” 

The ceremony ended with Neil exiting through the penalty box, a place 
where he spent so many hours. 

If the Senators do move to a new rink at LeBreton Flats down the road, it 
might make sense for the organization to give Neil the penalty box from 
the Canadian Tire Centre for his backyard rink at home. 

“Playing your career with one team, you have a lot of great memories, 
but this one will be forever lasting,” Neil said. 
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Senators' winger Chris Neil a Toronto Maple Leaf? The horror! It nearly 
happened! 
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Imagine Chris Neil wearing the blue and white of the arch-rival Toronto 
Maple Leafs? 

The mere thought of Scotiabank Arena being his home rink would be 
wrong. 

But just don’t miss the possibility because what would have been a 
nightmare for Ottawa Senators fans almost became reality except that 
late Ottawa general manager Bryan Murray was able to make a last-
minute deal to keep Neil from switching sides in the Battle of Ontario. 

The 43-year-old Neil was given the ultimate honour by the Senators 
organization Friday night, when he had his No. 25 jersey retired before 
the National Hockey League club faced the Chicago Blackhawks at 
Canadian Tire Centre. 

On July 1, 2009, he nearly left the city as an unrestricted free agent. 

“I remember when (then Toronto GM) Brian Burke and assistant GM 
Dave Nonis called at 12:01 p.m., when free agency opened,” Todd 
Reynolds, Neil’s longtime agent and family friend, told this newspaper 
this week from his Toronto home. 

“It was very close, I mean really close, and I remember Bryan Murray 
calling me at 12:15 p.m. and saying, ‘Where are you at? What have you 
got?’ I told Bryan, ‘Look, we’re way past your offer already,’ and he was 
surprised. Before free agency opened, Bryan told me he had spoken to 
Brian Burke and that Chris wasn’t worth more than X-amount. 

“I said, ‘Did it occur to you that Brian Burke wants to sign Chris Neil?’ 
That was tough because I had so much respect for Bryan Murray. And, of 
course, Brian Burke was one of the first teams to call to make an offer on 
Chris Neil, and it was was way (higher than) what Ottawa had been 
offering all along.” 

The Leafs had seen enough of Neil that they wanted him to switch sides. 
Burke has always liked players with “truculence” and Neil brought that 
every time he put on the jersey. He had been a thorn in the Leafs’ side 
for years. 

The money Neil was being offered wouldn’t have been life-changing 
because he’d already made a lot in his career, but it would have provided 
more security for his family. He had established himself as a player who 
was willing to do whatever it took to help his team win and he was a 
valuable commodity. 

The Leafs weren’t alone in the pursuit, either. New York Rangers general 
manager Glen Sather had also talked with Reynolds and was willing to 
match the four-year, $9-million deal that Burke had put on the table for 
Neil to join the Leafs. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 18, 2023 

 

Know the Leafs were in the mix, Sather had Rangers coach John 
Tortorella pick up the phone to try to convince Neil to come to Broadway 
instead of Southern Ontario. The two had a history from a 2006 playoff 
series against Tortorella’s Tampa Bay Lightning, when Neil was a giant 
pain in butt. 

“I remember that Glen Sather wasn’t very happy with me that day,” 
Reynolds recalled. 

The reality was Neil didn’t want to leave Ottawa. The chance to be an 
unrestricted free agent doesn’t come along very often in an NHL player’s 
career, and this was the first time Neil had the opportunity to find out 
what opponents thought of him. 

Opponents may not have liked suiting up against him, but Neil found out 
just how much respect he had garnered around the league. Murray 
always had a soft spot for Neil and didn’t want to lose him, but it wasn’t 
the easiest negotiation. 

“(Neil) was literally in tears because he didn’t want to leave Ottawa,” 
Reynolds said. “He either called (Murray) or (Murray) called (Neil) 
because (Murray) loved him, and that’s sort of what it took to keep him in 
Ottawa. I thought he was gone because the Senators weren’t going to do 
anything better. 

“I knew all along that Chris wanted to stay in Ottawa, but the numbers 
were such that (the interest) from other teams is what it took for the 
hometown discount to get to a respectable point. But Neiler was in tears 
that day, thinking about signing in Toronto, New York or even 
somewhere else.” 

Career-long Ottawa forward Chris Neil skates with the Senators Alumni 
during a Soldier On hockey camp in support of ill and injured veterans at 
Canadian Tire Centre in January. 

Instead of heading to the Big Smoke, Neil signed a four-year, $8-million 
deal to keep his toothy grin with the Senators. He wanted to be here, his 
wife, Caitlin, didn’t want to leave, and the Senators wanted to keep him, 
so it wasn’t that tough to find commn ground when Murray learned what 
other teams were willing to fork out. 

When you look back on it now, can you imagine if it had actually 
happened? 

One aspect that made the Battle of Ontario special was the cast of 
characters involved. Guys like Darcy Tucker, Shayne Corson, Tie Domi, 
Gary Roberts, the late Pat Quinn, Daniel Alfredsson, Zdeno Chara, Wade 
Redden, Jacques Martin and Neil made Senators-Leafs games special. 

It just wouldn’t have felt right to see Neil suiting up for the Leafs. If it had 
happened, there’s no chance we would have seen No. 25 raised to the 
rafters Friday night. 
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WARREN'S PIECE: Talbot nears return with trade deadline looming, 
Mandolese and family get back to work 
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As Ottawa Senators goaltender Cam Talbot finally closes in on a return 
to the net after suffering a groin injury Jan. 25, he can’t not think about 
the looming NHL trade deadline. 

In more ways than one, his status has to be considered day to day. 

“This is where I would like to stay,” Talbot said following Friday’s morning 
skate, his first workout since the “freak” play that sidelined him for the 
past four weeks. 

“You never know what’s going to happen. But with the way the team is 
playing right now, I would like to come back and be a part of it. But 
obviously, I know the business side of it and if (Senators general 
manager Pierre Dorion) thinks he can upgrade this team in any way, he’s 
going to do so.” 

Talbot has run hot and cold while battling a number of injuries this 
season. He owns a 12-13-1 record, 2.90 goals against average and .905 
save percentage. He could be an insurance option for a bent on a long 
playoff run. At the same time, though, if the Senators stay within 
breathing distance of a wild card spot — they were seven points and five 
teams out before Friday’s games — they will likely need a veteran to 
carry the load. 

With Anton Forsberg out for the season, the net is currently in the hands 
and feet of rookies Mads Sogaard and Kevin Mandolese. 

Next up for the Senators are a pair of matinees — Sunday against St. 
Louis at Canadian Tire Centre and Monday in Boston against the Bruins 
— and it’s still uncertain when Talbot will be ready to go. 

“I’m not really putting a date (on a return) yet,” he said. “That was my first 
day out there and we only had one shooting drill. Depending on how I 
feel (Saturday), we’ll see, but without (morning) skates on both of those 
days, it’s going to be kind of tough.” 

While watching from the sidelines, he has experienced a mixed bag of 
emotions. There was pain in watching Forsberg go down with a torn MCL 
in both knees against the Edmonton Oilers last Saturday, but enthusiasm 
in watching Sogaard and Mandolese step in. 

“You never want to see a guy go down like that and if (Forsberg) is 
staying down, there’s something wrong,” he said. “He’s not a guy who is 
going to sit there and roll around if not in a lot of pain. It’s very tough to 
watch your goalie partner go down like that. 

On Monday and Tuesday, though, he was embracing the wins by 
Sogaard and Mandolese. Mandolese made 46 saves in his NHL debut, a 
3-2 shootout win over the Islanders. 

“Those are just great games to watch,” he said. “I was sitting on my 
couch like everyone else (Tuesday), cheering for every save. And there 
were a lot of them in those games. The team hasn’t missed a beat with 
them in there. Give them a ton of credit.” 

COMING DOWN TO EARTH 

Mandolese says life is slowly returning to normal, but “it was a crazy few 
days, for sure,” after his brilliant big-league debut. 

“I definitely heard from a lot of people I had not heard from in a while and 
people I didn’t really know either, but it was a special day and nice for 
them to reach out.” 

His family, not hard to find in the seats for all their cheering during the 
game, made the drive back home to Montreal immediately after the 
game. 

“One of my brothers is still at school and the other one is working,” he 
said. “They got back at 5:45 a.m., and my brother switched his clothes 
and went straight to work. He didn’t really sleep. But there’s no way they 
were not going to come to the game.” 

As impressive as the victory was, it’s not the most shots he’s faced in a 
game. Back when he was playing with the QMJHL’s Cape Breton 
Screaming Eagles, he once made 57 saves in a 4-3 overtime win. 

PRAISE FROM THE OTHER SIDE 
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Lost somewhat in the Chris Neil jersey retirement was the return of 
Ottawa’s Luke Richardson as head coach of the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Richardson had the luxury of both playing with and coaching Neil during 
his time with the Senators and he raved about Neil’s energy and 
enthusiasm. “He was definitely a character in the dressing room and he 
was lively before the games and you need that. You can’t all be there 
sitting quiet, thinking about the game. At some point, you’ve got to get 
revved up and ready to go and he was definitely that rah, rah guy that got 
everybody going. He picked you up and took you with him. He was a 
real, 100 per cent team guy first, so it was a pleasure to be a teammate 
of his.” 
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Inside Chris Neil’s genuine and poignant relationship with an Ottawa 
teenager 

 

Ian Mendes 

12-15 minutes 17/02/2023 

 

Matthew Paravan has not had the ability to speak in more than a decade, 
but the teenager has no problem when he wants to communicate a 
message.  

Using a simple colour-coded system, Matthew is able to tap a green card 
when he wants to say “Yes” and a red one when his answer is “No.” 

On a bright February morning — with sunlight streaming into his 
bedroom — Matthew is eager to engage in a conversation about Chris 
Neil’s upcoming jersey retirement.  

“Are you going to feel really proud of Chris?” his mother, Stephanie, 
asks.  

Matthew taps the green card.  

“Do you think Chris really deserves this?” she asks.  

Matthew taps the green card again — this time with more urgency. 

“Look at how fast he touched that,” laughs Stephanie.  

The Paravan family will not be in attendance on Friday evening when 
Neil’s No. 25 jersey will be raised to the rafters of the Canadian Tire 
Centre. Matthew’s medical condition forces him to be on his back and 
lying down at all times, making it impossible for him to enjoy a Senators 
game in person.  

“He sees more when he’s at home and watching on television,” says his 
father, Bruno. “The last time he was there, he could only look up at the 
scoreboard.” 

So the Paravan family will be eagerly watching the ceremony from the 
television inside Matthew’s bedroom on Friday night, soaking in the 
admiration for their hero from afar.  

While some might argue Neil’s statistical profile should not warrant a 
jersey retirement, the Paravans want Ottawa fans to understand the 
major impact the rugged winger had in this community.  

“I see the fans saying, ‘Why are they retiring his number?’ I’m at the front 
of the line saying, ‘You’re wrong,'” says Matthew’s grandfather Len 
Lawson. “Those people wondering why they’re raising his number to the 
rafters, maybe they don’t know everything about Chris Neil like we do.” 

In the summer of 2012, Matthew Paravan was progressing like most five-
year-old children.  

He loved playing sports, riding his bike and telling jokes. But during a 
summer camping trip, he experienced an unexpected seizure. And over 
the next six months, Matthew’s condition slowly deteriorated. 

He suffered more seizures. A small lesion was detected on his brain. He 
started experiencing motion sickness. Then one day in February, he lost 
the ability to move his left arm.  

Matthew and his family were bounced between the Children’s Hospital of 
Eastern Ontario and Sick Kids Hospital in Toronto as doctors scrambled 
to find answers for his perplexing condition. It was during one of his 
extended stays in Toronto in 2014 that Matthew was first introduced to 
Chris Neil.  

A mutual friend at Sick Kids Hospital had a connection to Senators 
forward Zack Smith and arranged for them to attend a practice. Matthew 
required special permission for a one-day pass to leave the hospital, but 
his family was desperate to find any way to brighten his mood.  

As the Senators filed into the visitor’s dressing room at the Air Canada 
Centre, Matthew was eagerly waiting for them in his wheelchair. And one 
Senators player made an immediate connection with the youngster.  

“It’s funny, when Chris came over, right away he got down to Matthew’s 
level. And chatted with him right away. He was in close and engaged 
right away,” says Stephanie. “A lot of people get nervous or awkward 
around people or kids with disabilities. But Chris absolutely did not.” 

After that first interaction with Neil, Matthew’s condition continued to 
deteriorate. More lesions were discovered on his brain. In the months 
that followed, he would lose his ability to speak and walk. The seizures 
started happening with more frequency and intensity. 

A good day would see Matthew experience in the neighbourhood of 30 to 
50 seizures. On a bad day, he might suffer close to 200 seizures.  

It was on one of those bad days that Chris Neil and his wife, Cait, paid a 
visit to Matthew’s hospital room. When they arrived, the lights in 
Matthew’s room were dimmed because he wasn’t feeling well. But within 
minutes, things brightened up.  

Neil told Matthew the story about how he decided to cut his own hair 
when he was growing up. He relayed the story in great detail, with 
passion, energy and humour. And he finished with a flourish, describing 
his mom’s reaction when he removed his ball cap to expose his botched 
attempt at a self haircut. What made the story even funnier was the fact 
Neil’s mom Bonnie was a hairdresser herself.  

“So Chris tells this story and Matthew just had the biggest smile on his 
face. And at that time, smiling was pretty hard for him. He was just 
feeling so crappy,” says Stephanie. “For me to witness that interaction, I 
could just see Matthew’s eyes light up. And that visit solidified their bond. 
That was the beginning for them.” 

Over the next several years, Neil would pay regular visits to see 
Matthew.  

“If it was just one or two visits, I would tell you the exact number. But 
we’re probably talking about 10 or 12 times that he came over to brighten 
his day.” says Stephanie. “Chris never hesitated to come in and talk to 
Matthew directly. He learned how Matthew’s ‘Yes, No’ cards worked.” 

While Neil was lauded for his physicality and toughness on the ice, he 
often marvelled at the courageousness shown by Matthew. He would 
always tell Matthew, “You’re so tough. And you’re so strong.” 

Their visits would often end with Matthew asking Neil for a hug and the 
rugged winger obliging by saying, “For sure, buddy.” 

“With Chris, it was never about publicity or media. It was just about him 
saying, ‘Matthew’s a really cool kid. I like spending time with him. And I 
know it makes a difference in his day when I hang out,'” adds Bruno. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 18, 2023 

 

“He’s not posting this stuff on social media because Chris doesn’t need 
the accolades or the publicity around it.” 

Matthew dressed as Neil for Halloween one year, a pretty big deal 
considering Sidney Crosby has always been his favourite player.  The 
fact Matthew’s bedroom is adorned with Crosby paraphernalia is a fun 
bone of contention with Neil. But there is a Neil bobblehead doll that is 
perched atop a mantle overlooking Matthew’s bed. And when the 
Paravan family was invited to drop the ceremonial puck at a Senators 
game in 2017, Matthew was wearing a No. 25 Neil jersey when Erik 
Karlsson pushed his wheelchair to centre ice. Bruno was also on the red 
carpet wearing a Neil jersey.  

On Matthew’s 11th birthday in November of 2017, Neil brought his own 
family to the Paravan home to celebrate the occasion. 

The family used to tease Matthew that he had a crush on Neil’s daughter 
Hailey, who is only a few months younger than him.  

“We used to joke around about that. We used to tell Matthew, ‘I don’t 
think you want to be dating Chris Neil’s daughter,'” laughs Stephanie.  

When the Paravan family was watching a television feature on Neil, they 
learned the story of how his mother, Bonnie, died unexpectedly in a 
vehicle accident in 2005. The next time Neil paid a visit, Matthew made 
sure he relayed a message of sympathy.  

“Matthew had his alphabet and he spelled out, ‘I’m sorry’ after he found 
out that Chris’ mom had died,” said Stephanie. “That friendship, it’s not 
like a fan admiring a hockey player. It’s something different. There is a 
genuine compassion between the two of them.” 

As she wraps up that story, Stephanie has another question for Matthew.  

“Do you feel like Chris is your protector, like he was for his teammates on 
the ice?” she asks.  

Without hesitating, Matthew taps the green card for ‘Yes’.  

By his own admission, Len Lawson rarely misses a minute of Ottawa 
Senators hockey.  

And Matthew’s grandfather was actually in attendance for one of Neil’s 
most memorable moments on the ice, when he delivered a thunderous 
hit on Bruins defenceman Johnny Boychuk in a game in February of 
2012. Even though Lawson was sitting on the opposite blue line from 
where the hit occurred, he could feel the impact up in the 300-level of the 
arena.  

“I can still remember the thud when those two guys came together. It was 
amazing,” says Lawson. “That one hit epitomizes what Chris Neil was for 
the Ottawa Senators. He was all in every night.” 

But when you ask Lawson to list the reasons why Neil is worthy of a 
jersey retirement, he steers away from his on-ice accomplishments. 
Instead, he focuses on how much of an impact Neil had on families like 
his in the Ottawa community.  

“Chris was that little ray of sunshine in Matthew’s life. Matthew’s attention 
span and a little gleam in his eye, he was just captivated every time they 
met,” says Lawson. “It was heartwarming for me to see him have 
something so positive, because things haven’t been great for Matty since 
he was five years old.” 

Lawson believes this was a reciprocal relationship, where Neil was 
equally excited to connect with Matthew. Lawson has run into Neil at 
various charitable events around the city and he always has an easy 
conversation starter.  

“All, I have to say to him is, ‘Hi. I’m Matthew Paravan’s grandfather’ and 
you should see the smile on his face,” says Lawson. “His eyes light up 
and he asks right away. How are Stephanie and Bruno? And how is 
Matthew?”  

Lawson says he will have a “giant smile on my face” as Neil’s No. 25 
banner is raised to the rafters of Canadian Tire Centre on Friday evening.  

By pure coincidence, Stephanie and Bruno were at the Senators game 
on November 8 when the club announced they were retiring Neil’s jersey 
this season. That same night, Stephanie happened to also be sitting in a 
luxury suite next to Ryan Reynolds, who was also introduced to the home 
crowd. Reynolds posed for a picture wearing one of the family’s ‘Matthew 
the Brave’ wristbands. Unprompted, Reynolds then delivered a 
personalized video greeting for Matthew’s 16th birthday that week.  

Stephanie was able to give Neil a big congratulatory hug for his jersey 
retirement when he passed by their suite that evening. Matthew was 
watching all of this unfold on the television inside his bedroom that night.  

“You were super excited to see that, weren’t you?” Stephanie asks 
Matthew. 

He quickly taps the green ‘Yes’ card.  

When she’s watching at home on Friday night, she admits there will be a 
lot of feelings flowing through her body. 

“I think it’s going to be a little emotional,” says Stephanie. “That number 
is going to be up in the rafters forever. Whenever I go there for anything, 
a concert or a game, it will be up there.” 

Chris Neil meets Matthew Paravan for the first time. (Courtesy of 
Stephanie Paravan) 

Now 16 years old, Matthew regularly attends Canterbury High School. 
The curriculum is adapted to meet his needs, but he’s able to take a 
specialized bus and go to school on most weekdays.  

About once per month, Matthew will visit Roger Neilson House, where he 
undergoes pain management treatment for his condition. And often when 
he’s making a visit to Roger Neilson House, he’s greeted by a familiar 
face. After years of volunteering at the building, Cait Neil took a job at 
Roger Neilson House as the organization’s legacy project coordinator.  

“Any time Cait is working at RNH, she goes up and makes a special visit. 
She sits by his bed and shows him pictures and gives big updates on 
how their family is doing,” says Stephanie. 

“Cait is such a huge part of this. It’s the two of them,” adds Bruno. “If 
there was a Hall of Fame for partners or wives, she would be in there.” 

The COVID-19 pandemic halted the Neils’ regular visits inside the 
Paravan home. Given Matthew’s complex condition, the family stayed as 
isolated as possible inside their home. But Chris and Cait still found ways 
to help.  

They arranged a meeting for Matthew and Senators captain Brady 
Tkachuk in the fall of 2021.  When Matthew wanted his Tkachuk jersey 
autographed, Cait personally took care of the request for him. 

“People like Chris and Cait are setting the example for these younger 
players. They have a young team now, so their girlfriends, wives and 
partners are young. But now they have phenomenal examples and role 
models. They are showing them how to create a community,” says 
Stephanie.  

“I’m glad it’s not just about the stats, because he wouldn’t have his jersey 
retired,” says Bruno. “But they should have a different category. OK fine, 
goals, assists, points, plus-minus. But they should also add ‘caring’ at the 
end. It should be a different category. And I think Chris would lead the 
league in that.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.18.2023 


