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NHL commissioner Gary Bettman savors Triangle vibe: ‘This is different. This is bigger.’ 

By Luke DeCock 

The windows were open in Gary Bettman’s suite, and even 
with the game still some 20 minutes away, the noise and 
excitement poured in from outside and filled the room. The 
NHL commissioner had been skeptical when Tom Dundon 
proposed the idea of an outdoor hockey game as he was 
finalizing his purchase of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

To see — to hear — the scene stretched out before him in 
Carter-Finley Stadium, it’s hard to imagine there had ever 
been any doubt. 

“Would you have believed 57,000 people would be at an 
outdoor hockey game in Carolina, ever?” Bettman told The 
News & Observer. 

Even for Bettman, whose faith in the future of the Hurricanes 
has been unwavering for more than 25 years, this was a little 
hard to comprehend. The 2011 All-Star Game had felt like a 
victory lap for hockey in the Triangle, but everything about 
this feels like another level entirely. 

“This is different. This is bigger,” Bettman said. “As you 
spend time in the Triangle, this game and the vibe is 
everywhere. Yesterday, the rain didn’t dampen the fan fest in 
Raleigh. We were in Durham this morning and people were 
wearing jerseys everywhere. You watch the local news, it’s 
all they talk about. It is a testament to how hockey can put 
down roots and captivate a market. It’s a testament to Pete 
Karmanos’ vision and Tom Dundon’s execution of elevating 
everything this franchise does on and off the ice. And it’s a 
testament to a generation of hockey fans.” 

Bettman did note the traffic getting into Carter-Finley on 
Saturday, and asked if it was like that for N.C. State football 
games. But he also noted that he and Dundon had discussed 
again that morning how any redevelopment of the area 
around the arena — as Dundon is proposing to do — would 
include improved ingress and egress for the entire 
stadium/arena complex. 

Saturday’s snarls were a product of the interest in the game 
and one of the very few issues on a night when everything 
else seemed to go right, from the party in the parking lots to 
the atmosphere inside. 

Still, this was far from a fait accompli, and Bettman did take 
some convincing when Dundon first proposed the concept, 
even mentioning it while sitting next to Bettman on the very 
first day he owned the team. But as it became clear that 
Dundon was committed to investing in the product — 
spending up to the salary cap and revitalizing the team’s 
image with clever marketing — the NHL warmed to the idea. 

“He wanted one because he thought it would be a signature 
statement for the franchise and the community,” Bettman 
said. “And I believed that the timing would be right as the 
team’s fortunes both on and off the ice continued to improve. 
The ironic thing is, and he mentioned it to me today, he 
figured, ‘We get an outdoor game, we put down ice, how big 
a deal can it be to operate this?’ And he said to me today, 
‘What’s involved is beyond anything I expected or 
anticipated.’ We knew. We’ve done 37 of these.”
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Triangle fans proved there was plenty of sunshine to go around at Carter-Finley Stadium 

By Justin Pelletier 

Forty-one degrees never felt so warm. 

At a venue fit for football, and on a day with weather befitting 
it, 56,961 — officially — poured through the gates and 
packed the bleachers at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium 
on Saturday to watch two of the top teams in the NHL’s 
Eastern Conference. 

The result — a 4-1 win for the Carolina Hurricanes over the 
Washington Capitals— mattered to the hockey fanatics, of 
course, but to the teeming masses huddled closely among 
the stadium’s bleacher-style setting, the feeling of being here 
at all was its own ray of sunshine, long after the actual sun 
set beyond PNC Arena, the Canes’ regular home, to the 
northwest of the field.  

The esteemed Jack Falla, a noted hockey writer, author and 
outdoor hockey connoisseur whose stories and books have 
had a lasting, positive impact on the hockey community at 
large, shared the following quote, spoken by his wife, 
Barbara: 

“Anyone can love summer, but to love winter, you have to 
carry your sunshine around with you.” 

There was plenty of natural sunshine blanketing the Triangle 
throughout the day Saturday as the Hurricanes — and 
Raleigh at large — hosted the National Hockey League’s 
biggest midseason event. 

Fans flowed through the limited access points to the parking 
lots surrounding the venue from the moment they were 
allowed, stacking up for miles in multiple directions to ensure 
arrival in time for the main event. Once on the grounds, 
tailgates flipped down, hatches popped up and the 
unmistakable sizzle and snap and smell of pregame food 
permeated the crisp late-winter air.  

Cornhole bags thumped. Hockey sticks and balls and pucks 
clickety-clacked. Stories flowed as fluidly from excited 
onlookers’ lips as the beverages from their myriad 
containers. 

It was colder than it had been in recent days, but with the 
unadulterated sunshine, the daytime revelers were plenty 
warm. During the day, at least, Mother Nature provided the 
sunshine. 

But as the sun is wont to do in February in the northern 
hemisphere, it disappeared quickly beyond the western 
corner of Carter-Finley, plunging the tailgating masses into 
dusk and then darkness. Fans huddled a bit closer to their 
grills. Many added layers — gloves, jackets, wool caps — to 
make the chilling air more bearable. 

But they smiled and laughed and hooted and hollered along 
the way. They were definitely carrying their sunshine with 
them. 

And this year’s event in Raleigh is special for many reasons. 
It is, of course, the first outdoor game held by the NHL in 
North Carolina, that alone making all of these proceedings 
historic.  

But the mere existence of the Stadium Series game in 
Raleigh marks another important milestone, one to which the 
Hurricanes themselves pay homage in a video they play 
before each home game. The chronology is simple: A young 
boy hears a radio broadcast announcing the Hurricanes’ 
relocation from Hartford, Connecticut. He becomes 
enamored with the team, grows up bugging his parents to 
bring him to games. The full-circle story, of course, is that 
some years later, this young lad grows up, has kids of his 
own, and he now shares his love of Canes hockey with them. 

Hokey as the notion is, that’s the real impact of the NHL in 
the Triangle. That’s the impact the Canes have had here: 
There is now a complete generation — going on two, really 
— that don’t remember a time when there wasn’t NHL 
hockey here. 

And among the throngs of hockey fanatics caught up in the 
madness at Carter-Finley on Saturday were scores of those 
younger fans, none of whom know an NHL devoid of the 
Hurricanes. For them, until their favorite team again hoists 
hockey’s ultimate prize, this event will be their most precious 
hockey memory. They pulled on their parents’ hands, leading 
them through mazes of merchandise and undoubtedly 
convincing some of them to pull out the plastic and lighten 
their bank accounts. 

As these youngsters walked through the archways leading to 
their seats and first laid eyes on the newly-decorated football 
field, clad in red white and blue, mouths dropped open. 

Their eyes beamed with sunshine. 

By the time the on-ice pregame festivities began, long after 
the natural light faded and the stadium lights appeared more 
prominently, spectators pulled their caps more tightly around 
their ears. Sales of warm beverages — and those some 
believe make you warmer — remained steady. 

By the third period, the temperature had dipped to the high 
30s. The stadium remained packed. No one left early. 
Despite dealing with the colder weather less often than fans 
in most previous outdoor game locations, the hearty bunch in 
Raleigh on Saturday remained in place. 

People in the Triangle might not love winter for the colder 
temperatures or unsettled weather, but they love it for the 
hockey, and they proved once again Saturday that no matter 
the conditions, hockey fans here do in fact carry their 
sunshine around with them.
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For red carpet arrival at Stadium Series game, Hurricanes come dressed for the green 

By Luke DeCock 

In North Carolina, it’s not out of the ordinary to have the kind 
of mild weather that allows you to play golf and (outdoor) 
hockey on the same day, even in February. The Carolina 
Hurricanes took a hack at it, anyway, on Saturday. 

In keeping with what has become an instant NHL tradition, 
the Hurricanes arrived for Saturday’s Stadium Series game 
in themed outfits suitable for hitting the rink or the old-timey 
links: plaid tam o’shanter caps, white shirts, plaid ties, V-
neck sweaters, plaid plus-fours, navy socks and white golf 
shoes. Nobody would say whose idea it was, but after it won 
a team vote, Stefan Noesen, who owns a personal concierge 
service as a side gig, was able to obtain all the clothing on 
short notice. 

Noesen said the other option was an N.C. State football 
theme but procuring the necessary gear proved difficult. 

A few players carried golf clubs along with their gear. Stormy 
came dressed in a Masters caddy jumpsuit with a golf bag 
filled with hockey sticks slung over his shoulders, and a few 
of the Hurricanes’ trainers wore green caddy vests from Old 
Chatham Golf Club as the team walked between two walls of 
fans between PNC Arena and Carter-Finley Stadium after 
being bused in from their practice rink with a police escort. 

“It’s normal up until getting on the bus there and getting to 
the rink and walking through that, I don’t even know what you 
call it,” Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook said. “My 
cheeks hurt already. It’s been a good day so far.” 

The Washington Capitals leaned into the football theme, 
dressing like high-school lettermen and arriving on yellow 
school buses. 

“I haven’t done that in a while,” Capitals (and former 
Hurricanes) coach Peter Laviolette said. “It was really cool. 
The police escort in, and the police did a great job because 
there were a lot of people trying to get into the building from 
the outside.” 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE 

Derek Stepan may have as much on the line as any of the 
Hurricanes on Saturday. He’s got a perfect record in outdoor 
games — 3-0 in the NHL, all with the New York Rangers, 

and 1-0 in college at Wisconsin — including a famous 
penalty-shot goal at Yankee Stadium against the New Jersey 
Devils. 

This fourth NHL game will tie him for 15th all-time in outdoor 
appearances. If there’s one thing he’s learned, other than 
that eye black works, it’s that there’s a trick to playing 
outdoors: “Being downwind.” 

When Stepan was playing at Wisconsin, the Badgers faced 
Michigan at Camp Randall, with a stiff breeze at their backs 
in the third period. Then-Michigan coach Red Berenson 
wanted to switch ends midway through the third, but 
Wisconsin coach Mike Eaves declined … and the Badgers 
scored twice late in the third to come back and win 3-2 on a 
pair of goals by (former Hurricanes defenseman) Brendan 
Smith. 

But if there’s one thing that all outdoor games have in 
common, it’s the sound, Stepan said. 

“It feels like you’re so far away from everybody but that’s not 
the case,” Stepan said. “The noise is different. It’s a different 
noise in stadiums. It’s just outdoor vs. indoor noise. It’s more 
of a roar, rather than a cheer.” 

FLIPPING THE SWITCH 

With all the hype leading up to the game — from Friday’s 
family skate to Saturday’s outfits and arrival to the sheer 
magnitude of the scene inside Carter-Finley Stadium, it’s 
easy to forget sometimes that not only is there a hockey 
game to be played, it counts in the standings between two 
teams that could end up seeing each other again in the 
postseason. 

“We definitely are going to have to get focused,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Clearly right now that’s not happening. It’s a gong 
show, I’ll just throw that out there, and that’s OK. That’s what 
it should be. At some point, when we’ve done all this, and 
they’ve done all they’re stuff, we’ll start putting stuff on and 
we’ll have to flip the switch. In a perfect world, if we were 
playing over there (at PNC), that’s not how this should go. 
But when we’re in here, this is exactly how it should go.”
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Hurricanes’ night under the Carter-Finley lights was worth every bit of the wait 

By Luke DeCock 

That was fun. 

When can we do that again? 

It was one of those nights when everything seemed to go 
right, from the weather to the hockey to the atmosphere, and 
somehow this long-imagined, long-anticipated outdoor game 
at Carter-Finley Stadium managed to exceed expectations. 

And not just for the fans, or the Carolina Hurricanes, or even 
the NHL, which saw this as a gamble in a way that no one in 
the Triangle did. For everyone. 

“Would you have believed 57,000 people would be at an 
outdoor hockey game in Carolina, ever?” NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman told The News & Observer. 

Not 20 years ago, or 10 years ago, or even five years ago. 
But on this night, in this moment, yes. 

The fact the Hurricanes won 4-1, dominating the Washington 
Capitals, was almost an afterthought. They took all the 
drama out of the game itself, even if there was plenty getting 
into it, with both traffic and the lines to get into Carter-Finley 
moving as slowly as feared and foreseen. 

This was a leap of faith on the part of the NHL, which had to 
do things it had never done before, like locating the ice plant 
far above the playing surface, at the concourse level, a new 
logistical challenge, and chose to do things it had never done 
before, like putting N.C. State students on the field. 

There were certainly people who doubted, even after tickets 
were snapped up as soon as they went on sale, even 
Saturday, that the Hurricanes and the Triangle could pull this 
off, that this outdoor game would find a way to distinguish 
itself from its 37 predecessors. But the NHL leaned into the 
collegiate theme and the game itself — assisted by 40-
degree weather that kept the ice in good shape — delivered. 

The league got everything it could ever have wanted: A full 
stadium, a unique experience, a memorable evening, a 
made-for-broadcast spectacle right down to Dave Doeren in 
a Hurricanes jersey slamming a Coors Light on live TV. 

Every one of these outdoor games is special in its own way 
— it’s a delicate dance between filling the demand for them 
and maintaining their novelty — and once everyone actually 
got inside, everything that transpired was unforgettable. 

It would have been anyway, but a resounding performance 
by the home team — and the sublime Martin Necas in 
particular — certainly pushed it over that line. Alex 
Ovechkin’s absence may have dampened ABC’s mood, with 
the Capitals star absent mourning the death of his father, but 
Necas did a pretty good impression with a nasty power-play 
one-timer from the left circle that made it 4-0. 

“Hey, we wanted to get the win, too,” Hurricanes owner Tom 
Dundon said afterward. “You don’t want to get too excited 
until you know the score.” 

The Hurricanes scored early and piled on, and as good as 
they’ve been indoors this season, it turns out they’re even 
better outdoors.  

The only downer was the realization it’s going to be a long 
time before this happens again, if ever. Unlike a major metro 
area like New York or Chicago with multiple stadium options, 
Carter-Finley’s about it. Even Edmonton’s Commonwealth 
Stadium will wait more than 20 years to become the first 
venue to host twice. 

So if the Hurricanes are in this spotlight again in the near-to-
mid future, it’s because they’re still playing in June. As 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said afterward, “There’s 
one thing I know that can top this.” He would know. 

“I’m happy for the guys that they get to experience 
something like this,” Brind’Amour said. “It just doesn’t 
happen very often. Some places it happens a little more 
frequently. But maybe here now, too. We had to earn our 
way to get this kind of a game and clearly we’ve earned it. 
That’s just how I look at it.” 

They earned it. We all earned it, this unforgettable night of 
hockey under the lights, played by a team whose future was 
once in doubt, but has never looked brighter than this.
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Hurricanes, outdoor hockey deliver Raleigh one of its most memorable sporting nights 

By Andrew Carter 

As Saturday afternoon turned to evening, the scene on the 
roads surrounding Carter-Finley Stadium resembled the one 
Tom Wolfe described in his famous 1965 Esquire story about 
attending a race at the venerable North Wilkesboro 
Speedway. Wolfe, in what’s widely considered one of the 
best magazine stories ever written, went on for several 
paragraphs describing the world’s biggest traffic jam on U.S. 
421, the road filled with automobiles of all shapes and sizes 
and colors. 

The idea was to capture the spectacle of a larger-than-life 
event, a southern NASCAR race, and how North Carolinians 
(and, yes, those scattered around nearby states) had been 
drawn by the pull of something bigger than themselves, or 
anything they’d usually experience. And so it was here on 
Saturday, where traffic was already backed up more than a 
mile around Carter-Finley Stadium more than six hours 
before it hosted an outdoor professional hockey game. 

Just the sentence alone, to anyone who grew up around 
Raleigh or elsewhere in North Carolina, still takes a second 
or two to register. And that, despite the build-up, despite the 
years of anticipation for the NHL’s Stadium Series game 
between the Carolina Hurricanes and Washington Capitals. 
And so it bears repeating: traffic was already backed up 
more than a mile around Carter-Finley Stadium more than 
six hours before it hosted an outdoor professional hockey 
game. 

Talk about spectacle. This wasn’t among the most important 
sporting events in Raleigh’s history. There were all those 
ACC basketball tournaments decades ago, after all, and no 
shortage of other college basketball games of great 
magnitude and even a college football game or two — 
despite N.C. State’s history of mediocrity — that were bigger. 
The Hurricanes, themselves, won the 2006 Stanley Cup just 
across the way from Carter-Finley, and played for another in 
2002.  

But in terms of sporting spectacles? In terms of an event that 
felt like a can’t-miss for the throngs of people who, in some 
cases, sat through traffic for hours, just to be among the 
57,000 who packed this place to its limit? It’s difficult to think 
of another sporting event in Raleigh’s history that compares. 
A significant part of the reason is that this was much more 
than mere sports. 

It was part rock concert, part college football game, part 
NASCAR race, part giant outdoor festival. And, oh yeah — 
there was the main event. The hockey. Undoubtedly, part of 
the appeal was the curiosity factor; the lure of what it’d be 
like to see what happens when a crew of about 200 workers 
builds an ice rink smack dab in the middle of a college 
football stadium and pumps in 20,000 gallons of water and 
mixes it (though not in a literal sense) with 3,000 gallons of 
glycol coolant. The result, it turns out, is pretty cool (pun 
unintended, if not unavoidable). 

Who knew that a hockey rink could look so natural, at home, 
plopped down in the middle of Carter-Finley? Or that all that 
water and coolant, distributed over about 67 yards, is exactly 
what’s needed to create a layer of ice two inches thick? 

That’s what the Hurricanes and Capitals skated upon for 
about three hours Saturday night, when Carolina asserted 
itself during a dominant 4-1 victory. 

For once, the result and the score were something of an 
afterthought. So was the lack of relative drama and 
competitiveness. This was the rare sporting event that 
exceeded its considerable hype before it even began, simply 
by existing and coming to fruition. It’d been a long time 
coming, in more ways than one.  

To understand the entire significance of the spectacle is to 
understand the history behind it. The full history. It’s to go all 
the way back to the beginning. Earle Edwards, then the N.C. 
State football coach, thrust a shovel into the ground in 
December 1964 and dug a hole that in time turned into 
Carter-Finley Stadium — Carter Stadium, as it was known 
when it opened in 1966. 

Before then, the land was nothing but woods and fields near 
the fairgrounds — a vast emptiness on the outskirts of town. 
The stadium was to be modest, even for mid-60s standards. 
The estimated cost was $2.5 million, a figure the NHL 
undoubtedly exceeded over the past week or so while it 
transformed a college football stadium into a professional 
hockey venue.  

Back when Edwards first plunged that gold-tinted shovel into 
the Earth there was much anticipation. N.C. State used the 
groundbreaking as a way to raise money for the completion 
of the project. Bill Friday, then the president of the UNC 
System, described the groundbreaking as “a wonderful 
thing.” 

“We have been waiting for this day a long time,” he said 
then, according to a Dec. 12, 1964 story in The News & 
Observer. “The stadium represents so many opportunities for 
the university and the city of Raleigh.” 

Safe to say that hosting an outdoors professional hockey 
game wasn’t at the forefront of Friday’s mind when he 
considered the opportunities the stadium might one day 
present. When Carter-Finley opened, the NHL consisted of 
its Original Six franchises, and that was it. The southernmost 
played its home games in New York City’s Madison Square 
Garden.  

The league doubled in ‘67, expanding to the West Coast and 
as far south as St. Louis. It was only the addition of another 
20 franchises and the NHL’s gradual west and southward 
migration and another 50 years, give or take, before the 
fantasy of a night like Saturday began to feel like it might be 
possible. And then the Hurricanes and their supporters had 
to wait some more when this game, originally scheduled for 
2021, was postponed at the height of the pandemic.  

Finally the moment drew near. Everything about Saturday 
spoke to the magnitude of it. The traffic. The parking lots, full 
of tailgaters passing time before hockey as if it was instead a 
3:30 p.m. Wolfpack football game in mid-October. The police 
escorts the teams received, showing up in buses.  

A crowd several rows deep waited more than an hour for the 
Hurricanes to walk from PNC Arena toward Carter-Finley, 
with an escort from the N.C. State marching band. There 
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was that band, bounding about throughout three periods 
Saturday night, with State’s mascots joining Stormy, their 
Hurricanes counterpart, to give things a collegiate feel.  

“Listen, this is something special,” Rod Brind’Amour, the 
Hurricanes coach, said hours before his team’s victory. “I 
didn’t really start thinking about this until after our last game. 
(Friday) was kind of neat but it was rainy and it was a mess.”  

And now, he said, “you see that walking in — that’s special. 
We’ve got to make them proud.” 

They were proud. “They” being the folks in Hurricanes 
sweaters, at least.  

There was a good amount wearing Capitals gear, too. It 
wasn’t until midway through the third period, and about 11 
p.m., that Carter-Finley began to clear out a little. Even then, 
though, late on a Saturday night and in the midst of a game 
long decided, the majority of spectators stuck around. There 
was no beating traffic, anyway. And so they embraced the 
spectacle a while longer, and a night unlike any Raleigh had 
experienced, and even when it was over people lingered, 
taking it in.

 

Hurricanes win historic outdoor game, down Washington 4-1 after second-period surge 

By Chip Alexander 

All in all, it was quite the spectacle, as many expected. 

The 2023 Stadium Series outdoor game had it all: sartorial 
team entrances, fireworks, festive atmosphere, bands 
playing, a packed Carter-Finley Stadium. It was, by any 
measure, an electric scene and a great party thrown for 
nearly 57,000. 

And the hosts delivered. The Carolina Hurricanes controlled 
most of the game Saturday, taking a 4-1 victory over the 
Washington Capitals on a historic night that should make for 
a lot of memories for those who waited so long for the 
moment. 

“It exceeded expectations,” Canes forward Jordan Martinook 
said after the game. “That was nuts. It was cool to look 
around, and I looked around the whole game.  

“Usually, I’m focused but I was gawking all over the place. It 
was incredible.” 

Martin Necas, on the fly all night, had a goal and two assists 
in being named the game’s first star. Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 
Teuvo Teravainen each had a goal and assist for the 
Hurricanes (37-10-8), who led 1-0 after the first and then 4-0 
after the second.  

Add in a Paul Stastny goal, which proved to be the game-
winner, and the Canes were in front from start to finish as 
goalie Frederik Andersen picked up the win with 24 saves. 

“I wish we could play all the games here,” Kotkaniemi joked. 
“It was unbelievable. Great atmosphere all night. I just tried 
to soak everything in. I had goosebumps, for sure.” 

If the ice conditions were a concern, and they usually are in 
outdoor games, it didn’t bother Andersen. He handled his 
play in the crease smoothly enough, making 24 saves, while 
assisting on the Teravainen score, allowing only a third-
period goal to Tom Wilson. 

The Caps (28-24-6) were again without their captain, Alex 
Ovechkin, just as they were earlier in the week when they 
were beaten by the Canes in Washington. Ovechkin left the 
team to return to Russia and later used his social-media 
account to say his father had died. 

This was a game first announced by the NHL in 2020, then 
put on hold by the pandemic until 2023. But it was also worth 
the wait and the sellout crowd of 56,961 was ready for it. 

After a week when the temperature reached the mid-70s, it 
was cooler Saturday and the game-time temperature 43 
degrees – nearly ideal for those watching outside at N.C. 
State’s football stadium, including Wolfpack coach Dave 
Doeren.. 

“The ice was great, the weather was great. Everything was 
perfect, really,” Teravainen said. 

Everyone stressed that it was a regular-season game, not an 
exhibition, and two points there for the winner. And the Caps 
need the points as they contend for playoff position in what 
should be a fight to the finish line in the Eastern Conference. 

Kotkaniemi’s goal had the home fans standing and cheering 
early, coming at 2:11 of the first period. It was the center’s 
second in as many games — he opened the Canes scoring 
Thursday in the 6-2 win over the Montreal Canadiens — and 
his third in the past four games. 

Teravainen centered the puck and Kotkaniemi was there in 
front to beat Darcy Kuemper for his 10th of the season. 

“It was the first shift for our line and we were just trying to 
shoot everything,” Kotkaniemi said. “Turbo found me with a 
great pass.” 

The Canes had another strong start in the second. Stastny 
was in the right spot at the right time to push a rebound past 
Kuemper at 5:47 of the period. 

The Canes soon got a power-play chance — Jordan Staal 
being high-sticked — and took advantage as Necas gunned 
a shot from the left circle for his 22nd. 

Necas’ goal made it 3-0, and the fleet winger than teamed 
with Teravainen for a transition score on a well-executed 
rush — and after the breakout pass from Andersen to 
Teravainen to start the give-and-go. 

“We took the game over and never really gave them a 
chance to come back,” Teravainen said. 

Make it three goals in 5:30 for the Canes. The Caps used 
their timeout and soon turned more physical.  

Martinook dropped the gloves to trade blows with 
Washington’s Anthony Mantha, landing both players in the 
penalty boxes and Mantha getting an extra two minutes for 
cross-checking Martinook. 
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“Just part of the game,” Martinook said, smiling. “It’s all 
good.” 

That skirmish had the stadium loud. But it was loud most of 
the night. It was historic and it was special.

 

 

 

Hurricanes overcome distractions, Capitals at Carter-Finley Stadium 

By Shawn Krest 

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes had plenty of 
distractions as they prepared to host the Washington 
Capitals in an outdoor game at Carter-Finley Stadium. From 
choosing golf-themed arrival outfits ala Payne Stewart to 
events with family members all week long, the NHL Stadium 
Series contest presented plenty of opportunities for a team to 
lose focus. 

“There’s tons of distractions,” said goaltender Frederik 
Andersen. “There’s all kinds of new things.” 

Or, as coach Rod Brind’Amour said beforehand, the 
atmosphere was “a gong show.” 

The Hurricanes were able to set aside the distractions and 
replace the gong show with a goal siren, scoring the game’s 
first four goals on their way to a 4-1 blowout win. 

In a game between division rivals that was spirited and 
physical from the outset, the Hurricanes drew first blood 
when Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored with help from Teuvo 
Teravainen and Martin Necas at the 2:11 mark of the first 
period. 

“Obviously, in a game like this, you want to get out ahead,” 
said Brind’Amour. “Give us a little cushion.” 

The early score had the opposite effect on the visitors, who 
came in having lost their last three. 

“It’s been that way for the last few games,” said Washington 
coach Peter Laviolette. “Teams have gotten that first goal in 
the first period, and you’re chasing the game and the offense 
has been a little bit tougher to come by.” 

The Capitals withstood several Carolina power plays to finish 
the first period down one, and killed another power play in 
the opening minute of the second period. Then things took a 
turn in favor of the home team. 

“The second period is where we unraveled a little bit,” said 
Laviolette. 

Carolina broke the game open with three goals in the middle 
20 minutes. Paul Stastny scored at 5:47 on feeds from Jalen 
Chatfield and Jordan Martinook. Three minutes and one 
second later, Necas scored his 22nd goal of the year on 
passes from Brent Burns and Kotkanimi. Necas then 
assisted for his third point of the night on a power play score 
by Teravainen at the 11:17 mark. 

“I just really felt the energy from the fans, and you just don’t 
feel tired at all out there,” said Necas, who also had a near 
goal on a shot where he skated backward and fired the puck 
between his legs, thrilling the sellout crowd of 56,961. 

The Canes credited the performance with an ability to focus 
on the task at hand as game time approached. 

“I feel like once we got here then it was kind of normal 
routine,” said Necas. “We got here like three hours before 
the game. So we kind of had time to refocus and just be 
ready to be dialed in. Once we start stepping on the ice or, 
you know, waiting for the national anthem, all of us have 
gotten goosebumps and we are so, so pumped up to go and 
play.” 

Andersen carried a shutout into the waning minutes and also 
added an assist, but he also credited his pregame routine. 

“My approach is try to keep as many things the same that I 
could,” he said. “Obviously, there’s a lot of things that are out 
of your control, but just stay in the moment and really just 
enjoy it too. It’s not every, every time you get to do this, and 
obviously some of those memories you’re gonna have for a 
long time.” 

For the Carolina players and coaches, the memories will 
come with a W in the standings.
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Hurricanes, Raleigh again prove worthy of NHL’s biggest stage 

Nearly 57,000 fans packed Carter-Finley Stadium for 
Carolina's 4-1 win over the Capitals 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — It’s been a while since the Carolina Hurricanes 
have been able to show off at a big event. 

At Saturday’s Stadium Series game at NC State’s Carter-
Finley Stadium, the team — in its 25th season in North 
Carolina since relocating from Hartford — reminded the 
hockey world that it puts on as good of a major event as any 
team in the NHL. 

The result — a 4-1 win over the visiting Washington Capitals 
— was simply the cherry on top of an event that was 
postponed due to the pandemic but proved to be a 
triumphant victory for the Hurricanes, the Triangle and 
hockey in the Sunbelt. 

“We talked before the game that we had a chance to create 
an awesome memory,” center Sebastian Aho said, “and we 
did. For us players, the whole organization, the fan base, the 
whole city — it’s awesome.” 

There were concerns in the lead-up to the game about 
weather, traffic, ie conditions and the later-than-expected 
opening of the parking lots. But when the players lined up for 
the opening faceoff, the grills and smokers in the lots were 
out, the stands were full of 56,961 fans, and the temperature 
— in the low 40s — proved perfect for an outdoor game. 

If the ice was an issue, it didn’t appear to be a problem for 
Martin Necas, who first showcased his speed and then 
dazzled the crowd with a backward-skating, between-the-
legs effort that didn’t result in a goal but drew a penalty and 
the awe of the crowd. 

“I felt like it was almost better than some rinks where we play 
usually,” Necas said. “It didn’t really feel like we were playing 
outside. It was better than the standard, I would say.” 

And even if the ice — which was much improved compared 
to Friday evening’s rain-delayed practice — wasn’t quite that 
good in everyone’s eyes, they found ways to look past that. 

“You score a goal,” said Aho of Necas, “it makes the ice a 
little better.” 

Necas’ goal came on a one-timer from the left circle just 
before the midway point of the game, a shot that was eerily 
similar to the ones Alex Ovechkin — the Capitals captain 
who missed the game following the death of his father — has 

scored several times against the Hurricanes. Necas followed 
that with an assist on a 2-on-1 with Teuvo Teravainen, and 
the rout was on. 

“They played at a different gear,” Capitals coach Peter 
Laviolette said, “and then they won most of the battles.” 

Despite the chilly temperature, the crowd won its fight with 
the cold weather and provided an electric atmosphere. 

Frederik Andersen, meanwhile, was cool as could be. 

The Hurricanes goaltender allowed one goal on 25 shots, 
avenging his 2018 Stadium Series loss to the Capitals in 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

He said in the weeks before the Stadium Series game that 
his favorite of the three outdoor games he’s experienced was 
at Dodger Stadium in 2014 with Anaheim. That day, 
Andersen watched from the bench as his goalie partner 
Jonas Hiller shut out the Kings. 

After Saturday, he has a new favorite. 

“I think this one’s tough to beat,” he said. “Just the 
anticipation around here, the fan base — they deserved this 
for a long time. They showed up tonight and just performed 
as well as we did on the ice, so it’s cool to be able to reward 
them with a win.” 

Necas in particular found yet another level again in his 
breakout season, finishing with three points and further 
solidifying the faith Brind’Amour has in the 24-year-old. 

“We all knew it was there, and now he’s really starting to 
show it,” Brind’Amour said. “It was great for him to show it on 
a big stage.” 

It was a stage that Raleigh proved, yet again, to be worthy of 
being on. 

“It was something that all of us won’t ever forget,” Necas 
said. “And, obviously, when you get the win, it feels much 
better. You know every second of it was a time you enjoy. 
You try to focus on the game, but you still feel that the fans 
and the energy. 

“It was my first outdoor game and it was unbelievable.” 

The coach agreed. 

“Not having experienced one of those,” Brind’Amour said, “I 
don’t how it could be much better.”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 19, 2023 

 

 

 

Recap: Canes Beat Capitals In Stadium Series Game 

Sell-out crowd of 56,961 witnesses North Carolina hockey 
history 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes made the most of 
their first-ever outdoor game appearance, beating the 
Washington Capitals by a score of 4-1 at Carter-Finley 
Stadium.  

The Story 

Finally becoming the 28th team to play in a regular-season 
NHL game outside, the Canes wasted little time in getting the 
packed home of NC State Football engaged. 

Just 2:11 in, Teuvo Teravainen put a perfectly placed setup 
at the feet of a crashing Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who tapped it by 
Darcy Kuemper to give the home team an early lead. 

While the rest of the first period would be contested relatively 
evenly, thanks to seven stops from Frederik Andersen the 
Canes were able to take their advantage into the second 
frame. 

When they came back out to the ice, they did so with their 
foot on the gas and completely took control of the contest. 

To start the flurry of what would be three goals in just 5:30, 
Paul Stastny swatted home the rebound of a Jalen Chatfield 
shot, doubling their club's lead. 

3:01 later Martin Necas put his skills on display on the 
national stage, lasering home a one-time drive on the power 
play for a must-see goal.  

And to round out the trio of goals, Andersen sprung 
Teravainen and Necas in on a two-on-one for a dazzling 
display to make it 4-0. 

The Canes took their four-goal advantage into the third and 
with the game well in hand at that point, it became a bit of a 
"run out the clock" football-style ending. Washington's Tom 
Wilson would sneak an odd angle shot by Andersen to spoil 
his shutout bid, but that would be as close as the Capitals 
would get back into the affair. 

When the horn sounded following 60 minutes of play, the 
scoreboard reflected 4-1 in favor of the hosting club. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour speaking on the importance of the early 
lead and expressing his overall thoughts on the event... 

"In a game like this you want to get out ahead. We wanted to 
give ourselves a cushion there, so I'm really just proud of the 
way that the guys came out. The whole atmosphere, I talked 
about it before the game, but it was just really special with 
the way that everything started. Not having experienced [an 
outdoor game] before, I don't know how it could be much 
better, to be honest with you. 

Martin Necas offering his thoughts following his three-point 
evening... 

"This game was pretty special. It didn't really matter if I 
scored or not, we got a huge win and the fans were 
unbelievable. I enjoyed every second of it. It was a special 
night and obviously I'm happy that I got the goal too." 

Frederik Andersen touching on the game as a whole... 

"This one's going to be tough to beat. Just the anticipation for 
this one [was a lot]. This fan base deserved this for a long 
time and I think they showed up tonight. They performed as 
well as we did on the ice, so it was cool to be able to reward 
them." 

Bonus Notes 

 The Canes improved to 37-10-8 with the victory. 

 Jesperi Kotkaniemi's goal 2:11 in was the fourth-
fastest goal in any NHL outdoor game. 

 Frederik Andersen, who stopped 24 out of 25, 
became just the third goaltender to win outdoor 
games with different franchises. 

 Andersen also became just the third goalie to 
register an assist in an outdoor game. 

 Martin Necas' three points rank tied for second 
among all players to have played in an outdoor 
game. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to be off on Sunday. They'll return 
to practice on Monday and host the St. Louis Blues on 
Tuesday at PNC Arena.
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Hurricanes look to add to history, grow brand in Stadium Series 

1st outdoor game against Capitals has team, area buzzing 
with excitement 

By Nicholas J. Cotsonika 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Each day leading up to the 2023 Navy 
Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series, the NHL held a 
meeting at 8:30 a.m. ET in a room overlooking the ice at 
Carter-Finley Stadium. 

It takes an immense amount of work and coordination 
between NHL departments to put on an outdoor game. The 
morning meeting brings them together for crisp updates on 
everything from weather to wiring. 

Carolina Hurricanes president and general manager Don 
Waddell stopped by Thursday and gave a short, inspiring 
speech to thank everyone and drive home what this means. 

The Hurricanes will play their first outdoor game when they 
host the Washington Capitals here Saturday (8 p.m. ET; 
ABC, ESPN+, SN360, TVAS2), serving hardcore Caniacs, 
attracting newcomers and reaching a national TV audience. 

The NHL expects a crowd of about 57,000, the largest ever 
to attend a Hurricanes game. Waddell said in the meeting 
that 51 percent of the tickets were purchased by people who 
live within about 30 miles from the stadium. That means 49 
percent were purchased by people farther away. 

"Which is unbelievable for us," Waddell said in the hallway 
after his speech. "I think it's going to put Hurricanes hockey 
on the map in a lot of different places. Obviously, [this is] 
being nationally televised by ABC. The work that's gone into 
this is incredible, and I'm just so proud to be here and to be 
able to host this game." 

The Hurricanes are well established. 

They made the Stanley Cup Final in 2002, hosted the NHL 
Draft in 2004, won the Cup in 2006 and hosted the NHL All-
Star Game in 2011. They were supposed to host the 
Stadium Series in 2021, but the event was postponed due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Before a 6-2 win against the Montreal Canadiens at PNC 
Arena on Thursday, they honored Cam Ward, who entered 
their new Hall of Fame with Rod Brind'Amour, Ron Francis 
and Glen Wesley. 

"We've got a history here now," said Brind'Amour, who 
played for the Hurricanes from 2000-10, served as an 
assistant for them from 2011-18 and has coached them 
since 2018. "You can't have a Hall of Fame or anything until 

you get some history. You've got to earn it, and guys have 
had to come in here and actually have done something." 

Celebrating their 25th anniversary in Carolina, the 
Hurricanes rank eighth in the NHL in average attendance this 
season, drawing 18,512 per game to PNC Arena across the 
parking lot from Carter-Finley Stadium. 

But there remains a lot of room for growth. 

"We've still got to continue to create more fans," Waddell 
said. "It doesn't mean they are going to become season-
ticket holders, but they might watch us on TV. They might 
come to a couple games a year. … This event here is going 
to play dividends for years and years to come." 

It has created a buzz, making the Hurricanes visible in new 
ways to new people. 

Land at the airport, and you'll see Stadium Series signage on 
the way to baggage claim. Drive on the Beltline, and you'll 
see a huge image of center Sebastian Aho on the side of a 
building. Go downtown, and you'll see a huge image of 
forward Andrei Svechnikov on another building. 

Local TV news shows have broadcast live from Carter-Finley 
Stadium all week. 

"All my friends outside of hockey here that have been in 
Raleigh for a long time, it's all they're talking about," 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. "They're excited. I know a 
lot of people are just excited about it." 

When fans arrive at Carter-Finley Stadium or watch the 
game on television, they will see hockey blend with another 
local favorite. The stadium is also the home of North Carolina 
State University football. 

In the concourse, Stadium Series signs hang next to banners 
honoring Wolfpack legends like Bill Cowher. There are 
"CAR" and "WSH" pennants on flag poles and the field. The 
N.C. State cheerleaders and marching band will perform. 

"I know it's going to be a cool atmosphere," Aho said. "I know 
it's going to be a special, special day for all of us. The whole 
[state of] North Carolina seems to be really pumped about it, 
and so are we. Just try to soak it all in. Go out there and 
have fun and play our best game." 

The Hurricanes have been playing their best game lately. 

They are on an 11-1-1 run. At 36-10-8 through 54 games, 
they rank second to the Boston Bruins in the NHL standings 
and have a .741 points percentage. The team record is .714, 
set in 2020-21, when the NHL played a 56-game schedule 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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"We have to win, and we have to do things that are 
interesting or make people think about us," owner Tom 
Dundon said. 

The Hurricanes have been waiting for this opportunity. Now 
it's time to take advantage of it. 

"Hopefully, we play a good game, obviously," Brind'Amour 
said. "Obviously, we want to make sure that people that 
come are proud of their team -- win or lose proud of that 
effort, proud of the way you played."

 

Hurricanes, Capitals arrive in throwback attire for Stadium Series 

Carolina sports matching golf outfits, Washington wears 
varsity jackets 

By Anna Kulesa 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Washington Capitals went with 
throwback looks for their arrival at the 2023 Navy Federal 
Credit Union NHL Stadium Series on Saturday. 

The Hurricanes sported matching plaid golf attire and the 
Capitals wore varsity jackets as they arrived at Carter-Finley 
Stadium before the Stadium Series matchup. 

Carolina players donned identical black, white and red plaid 
knickers and newsboy hats, black sweaters and white golf 
shoes. Some Hurricanes also carried in golf clubs. 

The outfits were inspired by the Hurricanes' favorite 
offseason hobby, which won in a team vote. Forward Stefan 
Noesen handled the designing of the outfits. 

"I think they look good," Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin said.  

"It was a team decision," Hurricanes forward Jordan 
Martinook said. "We had a couple different things and this 
was the one that got the most votes... We got to give it up to 
[Hurricanes forward] Stefan Noesen. He reached out to call 
Golf Knickers [the apparel company]. ... They got it to us in 
like a week. We got shoes in like three days. So it's been a 
big, big shout out to Stef because he was the one that did 
the logistical stuff." 

Washington, on the other hand, decided it was time to head 
back to school. Or at least they were dressed for it. 

They arrived in a yellow school bus in themed varsity letter 
jackets, a nod to playing at North Carolina State University's 
football home.  

The Capitals were decked out in the custom jackets [heavily 
influenced by their Stadium Series jerseys], jeans and 
matching toques. Many of them also carried footballs off the 
team bus. 

The idea was the brainchild of forward T.J. Oshie and unique 
jackets were designed by DC Proper, a Washington D.C.-
based apparel company. 

"It was good [arrival]. They're cool [varsity jackets]," head 
coach Peter Laviolette said. "Football feel to it for sure and it 
was nice." 

The jackets featured each player's number and names of 
their family members on the right side, the Capitals three-star 
logo on the left and the Stadium Series logo on the left arm. 

"We wanted to incorporate family as a part of our [jacket] 
design and the DC logo and the Weagle on the back. So a 
little bit of everything," forward Lars Eller said. "We wanted to 
tie all those things together and the family added a personal 
touch to it. I think it came out really nice." 

Whether they players are hitting the golf course or the books, 
the competition is just getting started.

 

Hurricanes celebrate Stadium Series win with outdoor Storm Surge 

With about three times as many fans in attendance, Skol 
clap gets extra loud 

By Dan O'Leary 

If there was a roof, it would have been blown off the place. 

The Carolina Hurricanes did their first-ever outdoor Storm 
Surge - their popular postgame salute to fans - after a 4-1 
victory against the Washington Capitals at the 2023 Navy 
Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series at Carter-Finley 
Stadium on Saturday. 

The Hurricanes took their familiar positions around the center 
circle after the win, but this time they had about nearly three 
times the amount of fans - 56,961 were in attendance at the 
usual home for North Carolina State University's football 
team - clapping along. 

Following the usual Skol clap, the Hurricanes dropped their 
gloves and swung their hockey sticks like golf clubs, a nod to 
their pregame attire for the outdoor event. 

The Storm Surge was followed by an impressive array of 
team-colored fireworks.
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Brind'Amour invites longtime Hurricanes video coach to watch from bench 

Huffine, with team since 1997, gets chance to see Stadium 
Series outside video room 

By Dan O'Leary 

Carolina Hurricanes video coach Chris Huffine has seen 
more of the team's games probably more times than perhaps 
anyone on the planet. But never like this. 

At the 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series 
on Saturday, Huffine, who has worked for the Hurricanes 
since they first arrived in Raleigh in 1997, was invited to 
watch the third period of the team's 4-1 win against the 
Washington Capitals from the bench. 

It was a move head coach Rod Brind'Amour had in mind for 
the marquee event. 

"Chris Huffine has been in this organization forever. I think 
he's probably the second most important person in 

organization because he's so good at what he does. And he 
never, ever gets to go watch the game," Brind'Amour said. 

With the Hurricanes leading 4-0 and the game being 
outdoors, Brind'Amour didn't think he'd cite video of the third 
period very often going forward, so he invited Huffine, in his 
22nd season as video coach, to watch from the bench. 

"And so, game was 4-0 at the time. I'm like, 'OK, we probably 
don't need the video for tomorrow on the third period,'" 
Brind'Amour said. "And just gave him an opportunity to come 
out to experience that because it's not the same when you're 
sitting in a video room." 

It was certainly a different vantage point on the game. And a 
unique one with 56,961 fans in attendance at Carter-Finley 
Stadium, the home of North Carolina State University's 
football team. 

"That was special," Brind'Amour said.

 

Hurricanes cruise past Capitals in Stadium Series, win 1st outdoor game 

Necas has goal, 2 assists for Carolina; Washington loses 4th 
in row 

By Dan Rosen 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The marching band rocked, the sellout 
crowd partied, and the Carolina Hurricanes had an 
unforgettable experience in their first outdoor game. 

The Hurricanes scored early and rolled, defeating the 
Washington Capitals 4-1 in front of 56,961 at Carter-Finley 
Stadium in the 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL 
Stadium Series on Saturday. 

"I don't that it could be better so I'm happy we got one," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "If we never get 
another one that's OK because that was pretty special." 

Martin Necas had a goal and two assists, and linemates 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Teuvo Teravainen each had a goal 
and an assist for the Hurricanes (37-10-8), who heard the 
North Carolina State University marching band playing from 
their seats in the north end zone after each goal Carolina 
scored. Frederik Andersen made 24 saves and had an 
assist.  

The Hurricanes have won three games in a row and are 12-
1-1 in their past 14 dating to Jan. 12, including a 3-2 win at 
the Capitals on Tuesday. 

"It was something that all of us will never forget, and 
obviously when you do win it feels much better," Necas said. 
"Every second of it was time you enjoy. You try to focus on 
the game, but you still feel the fans and the energy. It was 
my first outdoor game and it was unbelievable." 

Tom Wilson scored after missing the previous seven games 
with a lower-body injury, and Darcy Kuemper made 31 saves 
for the Capitals (28-24-6). 

Washington lost its fourth game in a row, all in regulation. 
The past three have come without captain Alex Ovechkin, 

who is away from the team because of the death of his 
father, Mikhail. 

The Capitals lost an outdoor game for the first time (3-1-0). 

"I think the only answer to get our swagger back is to get 
wins, and to get wins right now we need to play a playoff 
style," Washington forward T.J. Oshie said. "We're missing 
the big man [Ovechkin], we're missing (defenseman) John 
[Carlson]. We need to play a playoff-style hockey with the 
lineup we have to start winning games."  

Carolina became the 28th team to play an outdoor game; the 
Arizona Coyotes, Seattle Kraken, Columbus Blue Jackets 
and Florida Panthers are the four that haven't. 

It was the NHL's 37th outdoor game, the 22nd at a football 
stadium and 13th in the Stadium Series. Home teams are 
18-16-3, and the team that scores first is 20-12-5. 

The Hurricanes did that, taking a 1-0 lead on Kotkaniemi's 
goal at 2:11 of the first period. He cut to the net from the left 
side, beat Matt Irwin to the slot and knocked in Teravainen's 
pass out of the right face-off circle. 

"In a game like this you want to get the crowd into it, you 
want to get your team into it and try to take the pressure off," 
Hurricanes forward Jordan Staal said. "Big start to the game 
and going into the second up one was a good feeling. I 
thought we poured it a lot in that second and controlled the 
game from there." 

The Hurricanes scored three goals on 12 shots and had a 
31-10 advantage in shot attempts in the second period. 

"They were the better team," Capitals coach Peter Laviolette 
said. "They were faster. We couldn't get breakaway speed 
out of our end. We couldn't get through the neutral zone. 
They were quick to defend. We couldn't get off the walls, 
couldn't get to the front of the net. They played at a different 
gear and they won most of the battles as well." 
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Paul Stastny started it for Carolina in the second, scoring on 
the rebound of Jalen Chatfield's shot for a 2-0 lead at 5:47. 

"It's another goal, but it's cool," Stastny said. "Scoring in a 
football stadium is always sweet."  

Necas' power-play goal gave the Hurricanes a 3-0 lead at 
8:48. He scored on a one-timer from the left circle off a pass 
from Brent Burns.  

Teravainen made it 4-0 at 11:17, scoring off a give-and-go 
with Necas. Andersen started the play with a long pass up to 
Teravainen. 

"I thought we got through the first period OK," Laviolette said. 
"It still wasn't good. We didn't crank it up offensively like we 
would like to. But we got out of there. The second period is 
where it unraveled a little bit and we found ourselves just 
chasing them and chasing the game." 

Wilson cut it to 4-1 at 10:32 of the third period with a twirling 
forehanded shot from the bottom of the left circle that went 
through Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei's legs. 

But the Andersen and the Hurricanes locked it down from 
there to put the finishing touches on one of the most 
memorable nights in team history. 

"The weather was unbelievable," Staal said, "the venue and 
the lights, it was just really cool and something I'll never 
forget being a part of. Just an amazing night." 

NOTES: Capitals forward Lars Eller played his 926th NHL 
game, the most among Denmark-born players. He passed 
Frans Nielsen. … The Hurricanes are the 15th team to win in 
their first outdoor game. … North Carolina is the ninth U.S. 
state to host a Stadium Series game (California, Colorado, 
New York and Pennsylvania twice each; Illinois, Maryland, 
Minnesota and Tennessee once each). … Necas has 12 
points (five goals, seven assists) in his past 11 games. … 
Kotkaniemi has goals in back-to-back games and three in his 
past four. … Hurricanes video coach Chris Huffine, who has 
been with the team since it arrived in North Carolina from 
Hartford, Connecticut, in 1997-98, joined the coaching staff 
on the bench for the third period at the request of 
Brind'Amour. Huffine typically watches and documents the 
games from a video room, never from the bench. … It was 
43.5 degrees at puck drop.

 

Stadium Series perfect storm for Hurricanes, Carolina community 

Tailgate parties, marching bands, college students make 
outdoor win against Capitals one for the ages 

By Nicholas J. Cotsonika 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- James Caddell stepped into the student 
section on the field at Carter-Finley Stadium late in the 
second period Saturday night when he saw a blur out of the 
corner of his eye. 

"Puck!" his buddy Eli Self yelled. 

A puck had flown over the glass in the north end zone as the 
Carolina Hurricanes played the Washington Capitals in the 
2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series. 

It landed near the back wall. The first to get it would take it 
home. 

Caddell, an 18-year-old freshman at the University of North 
Carolina-Wilmington, considers himself a huge Caniac. He 
wore a Stadium Series hat and a Stadium Series hoodie, and 
he had a Stadium Series blanket draped around his neck. 

He had to have that puck, so he dove in desperation as if he 
were an NHL goalie and the puck were loose in the crease. 

Inches ahead of others, he grabbed it. 

"A few minutes afterward, someone comes up to him and 
says, 'How much are you willing to take for that puck?'" said 
Self, an 18-year-old freshman at the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill, wearing a red Jaccob Slavin Hurricanes 
jersey. "And he says, 'It's priceless.'" 

Caddell said he would give the puck to his 11-year-old 
brother, Caleb. 

"I'm so happy," Caddell said. "I'm so blessed that the 
Carolina Hurricanes have hosted this. I just want to give a 

huge shout out to Raleigh and the hockey culture that's 
here." 

Yep, priceless. 

This was the 37th outdoor game the NHL has staged since 
2003. But it was the first involving the Hurricanes and the 
first in North Carolina, something to remember, to cherish, to 
share for so many reasons. 

The tailgate parties. The fan fest. The North Carolina State 
University mascots, cheerleaders and marching band. 
Ripken The Bat Dog. Country artist Jake Owen and the 
alternative rock group lovelytheband. The sellout crowd of 
56,961, the largest in Hurricanes history. 

And, of course, the 4-1 Carolina win. 

It showcased how much the Hurricanes have grown hockey 
here, and it should help them grow it even more. 

"I mean, I just am overwhelmed in the best way with this 
atmosphere," Self said. "It's a really great encapsulation of 
the whole fan base and the hockey culture in Raleigh. It's 
loud, crazy. Rowdy, I think, would be the word." 

"Rowdy," Caddell said. "Rowdy's a good word, yes." 

"But just, like, controlled chaos in the best way," Self said. "In 
the absolute best way." 

* * * * * 

It felt like a football Saturday at Carter-Finley Stadium, 
normally the home of the NC State Wolfpack. The weather 
was beautiful: sunny and in the low 50s Fahrenheit. 

The fans started lining up to tailgate hours before the parking 
lots opened at 2 p.m. ET. Driving down Trinity Road toward 
the stadium about 3:30 p.m. ET, you couldn't miss a 
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homemade sign hanging from the balcony of a student 
townhouse. 

"LET'S GO CANES," it said in black and red on a white 
background. 

Abby Krough, Julia Oakley and Kerry Quinn -- each a 20-
year-old junior at NC State -- make a new banner before 
each football game. This time, they made one for a hockey 
game. 

Krough grew up a Hurricanes fan in Wake Forest, North 
Carolina, and goes to games often. Her dad, Chad Krough, 
became a hockey fan after the Hartford Whalers moved to 
North Carolina and changed their name in 1997. 

"This is like the Super Bowl," he said as he hung out on the 
front lawn with his fiancée, Andrea O'Rourke. "As soon as I 
heard it was coming to Raleigh, it was like, 'Oh, my god, I'm 
going to do whatever it takes to get tickets.'" 

There were tailgate parties everywhere around the stadium 
throughout the afternoon. You could smell the grills, listen to 
the music and watch people play football, cornhole and 
street hockey. 

Matt Hill and Erik Weekman tossed a football, Hill in a 
Hurricanes jersey, Weekman in a Carolina Panthers jersey 
with a Hurricanes shirt underneath. The 28-year-olds 
graduated from NC State in 2016. 

"You're getting the best of both worlds," Weekman said. 
"Tailgating here in general … I mean, we're the best at it." 

Nick Larson, a 27-year-old from Raleigh, grew up going to 
Hurricanes games with his dad, Mark. They tailgated before 
the Hurricanes played the Edmonton Oilers in Game 7 of the 
Stanley Cup Final here June 19, 2006, when he was so 
small that he had to stand on a seat to see, his dad's arm 
around him. After the Hurricanes hoisted the Cup, they went 
back and resumed tailgating. 

They weren't going to miss this. 

"Coming from a small market, we feel like we deserve a 
chance to show up and show everybody what we're about," 
Larson said. "And this is it." 

People packed the Truly Hard Seltzer PreGame, a fan 
festival in the parking lot, and lined barricades to see the 
teams arrive. 

At about 5:15 p.m. ET, the NC State cheerleaders and 
marching band led the Hurricanes from PNC Arena, their 
usual home, to the stadium. The players dressed in matching 

old-time golf outfits in a nod to golf heritage of North 
Carolina. 

Soon afterward, the Capitals pulled up in yellow school 
buses, carrying footballs and dressed in matching hats, 
sunglasses and jackets. 

The players smiled almost too much. 

"My cheeks hurt already," Hurricanes forward Jordan 
Martinook said. 

* * * * * 

The Hurricanes hardly could have asked for a better night. It 
was dry and 44 degrees Fahrenheit for face-off about 8 p.m. 
ET, cool enough to play hockey but comfortable enough to 
sit outside in a hoodie and hockey jersey. 

"The growth of the game has been amazing certainly in this 
market," said Capitals coach Peter Laviolette, who coached 
the Hurricanes when they won the Cup in 2006. "To have an 
event like this in a setting like this -- the weather is perfect 
out there -- seems perfect." 

When the Hurricanes walked onto the field, the NC State 
marching band, known as the Power Sound of the South, 
played the Scorpions staple "Rock You Like A Hurricane." 

Jets flew over at the end of the national anthem. Ripken The 
Bat Dog, famous for appearances at NC State football and 
Durham Bulls minor league baseball games, dropped the 
puck. 

Kids from schools around the Triangle stood in the student 
section on the field. It was hard to see the game, but it hardly 
mattered. They had the best view of Owen in the first 
intermission and lovelytheband in the second, and they stood 
behind Chris Chelios, Mark Messier and P.K. Subban on the 
ESPN set holding signs as if on "College GameDay." 

Noah Williams, a 21-year-old junior at NC State, said he'd 
been to lots of Hurricanes and NC State football games, but 
he'd never seen anything like a Hurricanes game at NC 
State's football stadium. 

"This is amazing," Williams said. "This is on a different level." 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said he didn't know how 
it could have been much better. 

"It blew me away," he said. "… It's special. I've been saying 
this for a long time. It's a special community and a special 
relationship between the players and the people that support 
this team, and hopefully other people got to see that tonight."
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Necas shines on 'big stage' for Hurricanes in Stadium Series 

Forward has goal, 2 assists in win against Capitals in 1st 
outdoor game 

By David Satriano 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Martin Necas never played in an outdoor 
game prior to Saturday, but he had no problem making an 
immediate impact for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 4-1 victory 
against the Washington Capitals in the 2023 Navy Federal 
Credit Union NHL Stadium Series at Carter-Finley Stadium. 

Necas finished with a goal and two assists, the first of which 
came on Jesperi Kotkaniemi's goal just 2:11 into the first 
period. 

It was Necas' first three-point game since Nov. 4. 

"It didn't really matter if I scored or not, we got a huge win," 
Necas said. "The fans were unbelievable and really enjoyed 
every second of it. So yeah, it was a special night, and 
obviously I'm happy I got the goal, too." 

Necas, who hadn't scored a goal in his previous six games, 
leads the Hurricanes with 51 points (22 goals, 29 assists) in 
55 games this season. 

"He's looking like he's been around the League forever," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It's kind of like I knew 
what was in him, and we all knew it was kind of there, and 
now it's really starting to show it, and it was great for him to 
show it on a big stage like this." 

After Paul Stastny made it 2-0 at 5:47 of the second period, 
Necas extended the Hurricanes' lead to 3-0 at 8:48 with a 
one-timer from the top of the left circle for a power-play goal. 

Shortly after that, he worked a give-and-go on a 2-on-1 with 
Teuvo Teravainen, who tapped Necas' return pass into an 
open net to push it to 4-0 at 11:17. 

"I really felt the energy from the fans," Necas said. "I just 
didn't feel tired at all out there and tried to play the game we 
kind of wanted to play. It was good." 

So were Necas' linemates Kotkaniemi and Teravainen, who 
each had a goal and an assist in the win. 

"It was special," Teravainen said. "Of course there were a 
little nerves going during the game, but it was an awesome, 
awesome game to be a part of." 

Forward Jordan Martinook, who had an assist, said the line 
of Necas, Kotkaniemi and Teravainen has been playing well 
all season. 

"Yeah, they were great tonight," he said. "Our top six is 
pretty incredible. So you put them out there, they're going to 
make things happen." 

On top of scoring, Necas also had a bit of fun during the 
game. 

At one point, he skated backwards toward Capitals goalie 
Darcy Kuemper and put the puck through his legs, but he 
shot wide of the net on what would have been a highlight-
reel goal. 

"I should probably stop doing that," he said. "But I really felt 
the energy from the fans." 

That energy was just one of the memories that will last for 
Necas, who was one of 11 Hurricanes players who had 
never played in an NHL outdoor game before. 

"Yeah it was something that all of us will ever forget," he 
said. "And obviously when you get the win it feels much 
better. ... Every second of it was kind of time you enjoy, 
trying to focus on the game, but you still feel the fans and the 
energy. It was my first outdoor game and it was 
unbelievable."
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Hurricanes top Capitals 4-1 in Carolina’s 1st outdoor game 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes stepped 
out of the tunnel in a stadium packed full of buzzing fans, 
with the lights from cellphone flashlights bouncing along the 
stands and North Carolina State’s marching band playing to 
their pregame walk to an outdoor rink. 

“Not having experienced one of those,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said, “I don’t know how it could be much better, 
to be honest with you.” 

The Hurricanes did their part on the ice, too. 

Martin Necas had a goal and two assists to help the 
Hurricanes beat the Washington Capitals 4-1 on Saturday 
night in their first NHL Stadium Series outdoor game. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Paul Stastny and Teuvo Teravainen also 
scored for Carolina, which completed a three-game season 
sweep of their Metropolitan Division foe.  

The game was held at Carter-Finley Stadium, home to North 
Carolina State’s college football team and across the street 
from Carolina’s home ice at PNC Arena. Delayed two years 
because of COVID-19 attendance restrictions, the game 
drew a buzzing sellout crowd of 56,961 fans on a night that 
felt more like spectacle than a regular-season game. 

“That was cool,” Stastny said. “I’m not a big college (football) 
guy but I always kind of watch those Saturday night games 
under the lights, when they come down from the tunnel, and 
that’s what it kind of felt like.” 

“There’s no question,” Carolina captain Jordan Staal said, 
“those are pinch-yourself moments.” 

Tom Wilson scored in the third period for the Capitals, who 
suffered their fourth straight loss. The past three have come 
without captain and leading goal-scorer Alex Ovechkin, who 
is away after the death of his father. 

“We’ve got to get our confidence back,” Wilson said. “We’ve 
got to get our swagger back a little bit.” 

Carolina finished with a 10th win in 11 games. And this one 
had the added significance that came with the long-awaited 
outdoor game — the latest chance for the league to hold one 
of its marquee events in a so-called “nontraditional” market 
within its southern footprint. 

Temperatures hit the 70s for multiple days earlier in the 
week, while rain arrived to delay Friday’s practices, but 
conditions were optimal Saturday: clear and chilly all day, 
with temperatures dipping into the low 40s by the puck drop 
and high 30s by the final horn. 

The Hurricanes gave their festive crowd plenty of reasons to 
stay rowdy, starting with Kotkaniemi’s finish in close barely 
two minutes into the game. Then Carolina scored three goals 
in a 5 1/2-minute span of the second period to blow this one 
open. 

“We found ourselves chasing them and chasing the game,” 
Washington coach Peter Laviolette said. 

The highlight was Necas hammering a one-timer on the 
power play from the left side past Darcy Kuemper. The flurry 
also included Hurricane goaltender Frederik Andersen 
tallying an assist.  

On a night when he finished with 24 saves, Andersen earned 
a point when he lofted a long pass to Teravainen to ignite a 
2-on-1 chance, with Teravainen passing to Necas, who drew 
Kuemper to his side and sent it back to Teravainen for the 
easy putaway and a 4-0 lead. 

SWEET THREADS 

The teams followed outdoor-game tradition by arriving in 
coordinated and themed attire, from a comfortable afternoon 
on the links to a throwback to glory days on the high school 
gridiron. 

The Hurricanes walked from PNC Arena in old-timey plaid 
golf knickers, matching hats and a black top over a white 
collared shirt with red tie. Defensemen Brent Burns and 
Jaccob Slavin were among those to complete the look by 
carrying a golf club. 

The Capitals exited a school bus sporting blue jeans, a white 
T-shirt, custom lettermen-styled jackets, knitted caps and 
toting footballs. 

GOLF SURGE 

Fittingly, Carolina’s postgame “Storm Surge” on-ice 
celebration for the fans followed the golf theme. 

After leading fans in coordinated claps, the players dropped 
their gloves to the ice used their hockey sticks to swing at 
them as though they were teeing off. 

NODS TO THE PACK 

NHL chief content officer Steve Mayer had said the night 
would also honor host N.C. State. And there were plenty 
such touches. 

The Wolfpack marching band sat behind one goal at ice 
level. Mascots Mr. and Ms. Wuf sported Hurricanes gear. 
And there was the familiar football gameday sight of the 
motorized cart featuring a large white N.C. State football 
helmet on a wolf head parked near the Capitals tunnel. 
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Former Wolfpack basketball greats David Thompson and 
Dereck Whittenburg — who led N.C. State to NCAA 
championships in 1974 and 1983, respectively — introduced 
the Hurricanes as they emerged from the tunnel. 

And finally, there was Ripken the Bat Dog — official tee 
retriever for N.C. State football and bat retriever for the 
nearby minor-league Durham Bulls baseball team — 

performing a ceremonial puck drop between Staal and 
Washington’s Nicklas Backstrom. 

UP NEXT 

Capitals: Host Detroit on Tuesday night. 

Hurricanes: Host St. Louis on Tuesday night.

 

 

Why the Hurricanes wore golf outfits to the Stadium Series 

By Greg Wyshynski 

RALEIGH -- When the NHL holds an outdoor hockey game, 
the players dress to impress. Whether it was old-time 
baseball uniforms at Fenway Park or beachwear in 
Minnesota, teams plan out their outfits weeks in advance of 
their stadium games. 

At the 2023 Stadium Series game at NC State's Carter-
Finley Stadium on Saturday, the Washington Capitals arrived 
in yellow school buses and emerged wearing varsity jackets 
and holding footballs. 

The host Carolina Hurricanes opted for another sport: golf. 

The Canes rocked plaid knickers with matching hats and 
ties. Some carried golf clubs and wore gloves. The outfit was 
a tribute to the late golfer Payne Stewart, who had a 
significant connection to North Carolina. 

Stewart won the 1999 U.S. Open at Pinehurst Resort by 
sinking a 15-foot par putt to defeat Phil Mickelson by a stroke 
in the final round. There's a statue of Stewart celebrating that 
putt located at Pinehurst. Stewart was famous for wearing a 
"throwback" golf kit, which included patterned pants. 

Hurricanes forward Stefan Noesen was the catalyst for the 
Stadium Series golf look. 

"We came up with two options," he said. "Someone 
mentioned doing a tribute to Payne Stewart. We started 
putting things together. Took it to a vote, and majority ruled." 

Noesen owns a concierge company called Opulence 
Lifestyle Management. That firm helped make the 
partnerships the Hurricanes needed to create the Stadium 
Series fits. Golf Knickers made the baggy pants. G/Fore 
made their shoes. 

"We just kind of pieced it together. Everyone liked it," 
Noesen said. 

He said the Hurricanes' other option was going to be a 
tribute to NC State football. Alas, the school that hosted the 
Stadium Series wasn't all that hospitable to the idea. 

"Logistics wise, NC State wouldn't help us out with anything. 
It is what it is," Noesen said, adding that it might be for the 
best, given the North Carolina and Duke alumni who work for 
the Hurricanes organization. 

"There was some controversy with some staff members," he 
said. "I'm not going to throw any names under the bus." 

The Hurricanes wore their golf gear well walking into the 
stadium. But before they left the ice, they had to show off 
their golfing skills. 

Carolina has become famous for their "Storm Surge" 
celebrations, in which the team stands at the center ice 
circle, leads rhythmic clapping with the fans and then 
sometimes ends the ritual with a comedic routine. To end 
their Stadium Series "Surge," the Hurricanes players threw 
their gloves to the ice and used their sticks as a club to 
knock them down the rink. 

After their golf shots, the Hurricanes put up the NC State 
"wolfpack" hand sign. 

Defenseman Brent Burns was the one who choreographed it. 

"A couple of the other boys had the idea about the golf stuff, 
so we did the golf thing," he said. "And it was so much fun 
seeing all the alumni around the school throwing the 
wolfpack up. It was fun paying some homage to that."
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Necas dazzles in Stadium Series shutdown 

In Carolina’s 4-1 Stadium Series win over the Washington 
Capitals, it was Martin Necas who stole the show in front of 
57,000 fans.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Two weeks ago, Martin Necas was taking an unwanted 
weekend off.  

The Canes’ young winger missed out on a deserved trip to 
the All-Star Game, despite career numbers that more than 
warranted selection.  

But Saturday night in Carter-Finley Stadium, with the eyes of 
the NHL on an electric Stadium Series atmosphere years in 
the making for the Hurricanes, Necas stole the show as the 
Canes beat the Washington Capitals 4-1.  

He finished the game with three points, scoring a snipe on 
the power play in the second period while assisting on a pair 
of Carolina goals. But beyond just filling up the stat sheet, 
Necas was absolutely dynamite from the very first drop of the 
puck.  

On a playing surface far different than what NHl players are 
used to, Necas flew. His speed and energy was noticeable, 
as it was clear from his first shift of the game he wasn’t going 
to let a unique opportunity on a special stage go by without 
making the absolute most of it.  

“This game was pretty special,” Necas said. “The fans were 
unbelievable. I really enjoyed every second of it. It was a 
special night.” 

In the first period, Necas nearly brought the stadium down 
with a move that very few in the NHL would be brazen 
enough to even try. He collected the puck, skated backwards 
towards the Washington net, went between the legs and so 
nearly scored the goal of the season in an outdoor game.  

“Yeah, I should probably stop doing that,” Necas said. “I 
really felt the energy from the fans. I didn’t feel tired at all out 
there. We were playing the game we wanted to play.”  

And while the end result was the same as any other goalless 
trip down the ice, it was a move that showed early just how 
much confidence, energy and enthusiasm the Czech winger 
was playing with in front of 57,000 strong in Carter-Finley.  

In the second period, Necas got his goal. With the 
Hurricanes on the power play, Necas blasted a one-timer 
past Kuemper that the Washington netminder never had a 
chance on. Carter-Finley exploded, and Necas celebrated a 
truly special goal.  

Necas, who already had a secondary assist in the first 
period, picked up another on an excellent little play by the 
Hurricanes, as he had a nice give-and-go with Teuvo 
Teravainen to eventually set up his linemate to make it 4-0.  

“You can see it. He’s playing good,” Teravainen said. “He’s 
playing with a lot of confidence. He’s creating a lot of stuff 
out there. That’s for sure good.” 

And with all that excellence, Necas stole the show on the 
biggest regular season stage he has ever played. He was 
fast. He was confident. He was excellent, and he was a 
major reason the Hurricanes dominated the Capitals so 
overwhelmingly in the biggest regular season game in the 
history of the franchise.  

“He’s been doing it all year,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “We 
seem to talk about him almost every other night in the same 
light. He’s looking like he’s been around the league forever. I 
knew it was in him. We all knew it was there. Now he’s really 
starting to show it. It’s great for him to show it on a big stage 
like this.” 

Martin Necas may not have been an All-Star in 2022-23. But 
he got his signature moment and game in front of the most 
people he’s ever played in front of. And it’s a moment that 
will stay with him forever 

“It’s a moment all of us won’t ever forget,” Necas said. “It’s a 
proud moment. It’s something that we play for.”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stadium Series success further proof of vitality of market 
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The Caniacs came out in force in support of their teams first 
ever outdoor game. 

By Ryan Henkel  

If there were any reserved doubts left in the NHL about 
Carolina as a hockey market, they were obliterated Saturday 
night as Raleighwood proved that it was indeed ready for the 
bright lights. 

The Carolina Hurricanes put on a night that will live on in the 
memories of the nearly 60,000 in attendance forever as they 
easily handled the Washington Capitals by a final score of 4-
1. 

“I’ve been here 23 years,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “There’s zero chance you’d have said when I 
got here that we could pull something like this off. It’s been a 
lot of hard work for a ton of people and a testament to the 
support of the fans that we have here to be able to do this. 
We’ve come a long way as a hockey market, and I’m pretty 
proud of that.”  

Starting as early as 9 in the morning, fans were lining up in 
their cars, excitedly anticipating one of the biggest hockey 
events the state has seen.  

The fact that gates didn’t open until 2 in the afternoon barely 
deterred the Carolina faithful who lined up regardless, 
throwing their vehicles in park and setting up the tailgates 
right where they were at as they awaited the opening of the 
lots. 

So in true Carolina fashion, the fans tailgated for the tailgate. 

“I think since I’ve been here, it’s been growing and growing 
and growing over the past five years,” said Jordan Martinook. 
“Just seeing it culminate to this, a stadium game, and to see 
it packed. Hockey’s alive and well here. When you’ve got a 
good product on the ice like we do it makes the fans want to 
come watch us.” 

Even when the gates opened at 2pm, traffic in and around 
Carter-Finley Stadium continued to flow in, never really 
letting up even as game time approached. The thousands 
and thousands of fans, who had made this game the fastest 
selling outdoor event in NHL history, showed up in force and 
flooded the property. 

Each team was greeted upon their arrival to the venue by 
waves of fans barely held back by metal fencing and 
security. 

The Canes adorned in old-timey golf attire – the brainchild of 
Stefan Noesen – and the Caps dressed in their custom 
varsity lettermans, and for both teams, the fans went 
absolutely ballistic. 

“It was unreal,” said Jalen Chatfeld. “Honestly. Probably 
better than I thought it was going to be. It didn’t really hit me 
until we pulled up to the arena and just so many people were 
here really early and when we walked to the stadium, all the 
fans were out there. It was probably one of the funnest 
games I’ve ever played.” 

As puck drop approached, the crowd – all 56,961 strong – 
found their seats and settled in for a treat of a hockey game 
under the vibrant lights of NC State’s football stadium. 

It didn’t take long for the Hurricanes to get on the board as 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi redirected a Teuvo Teravainen pass on 
net, past Capitals netminder Darcy Kuemper, just 2:11 into 
the contest and the place was rocking. 

“You see it go in and there’s a bit of a delayed reaction,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s not as loud as PNC Arena. Like PNC 
Arena, the place feels like it’s going to blow up. But it’s just a 
different roar and again, it was so exciting for me just 
because it was different. It was something that I haven’t 
experienced before. I don’t know how it could be better.” 

The atmosphere in the stadium was electric. From all the 
anticipation that had built up around the event to the ‘Power 
Sound of the South’ blasting Rock You Like a Hurricane, the 
old NHL on ESPN theme and more fight songs, the 
atmosphere was set for the raucous, beer-fueled crowds in 
what truly had that college gameday vibe. 

“I really felt the energy from the fans and just didn’t feel tired 
at all out there,” said Martin Necas. 

The Canes gave the crowd plenty to cheer for, as by the end 
of the second period, the Hurricanes were up 4-0 over the 
Capitals and the writing was on the wall. Necas led the way 
with a goal and two assists and both Teuvo Teravainen and 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi finished with a goal and an assist. 

Although the game is ultimately the focus, the real story from 
the event was just what it meant for hockey in the state of 
North Carolina. 

A decade earlier, an event like this would be unfeasible to 
even consider and now it’s actually happened and the sellout 
crowd showed just what a tremendous success it was. 

“We talked before the game that we had a chance to create 
an awesome memory and we did,” said Sebastian Aho. “For 
us players, for the organization, for the fanbase, for the 
whole city. It’s awesome. This fanbase and city, they 
definitely deserve this. They’ve been incredible for a long 
time. It’s awesome to give a little bit back.” 

The Stadium Series wasn’t just a chance for the Hurricanes 
to show that they’re a good hockey team. It was a chance to 
show that the area is a ravenous hockey market that’s grown 
with the team and organization. 

“I’ve been saying this for a long time, but it’s a special 
community and a special relationship between the players 
and the people that support this team,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Hopefully other people got to see that tonight.” 

The NHL has been put on notice. North Carolina is a hockey 
state. If you put on an event here, they will come and come 
out in force.  

Raleigh isn’t scared of the bright lights.
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Packed stadium ecstatic as Hurricanes take the win in first outdoor game  

By Mariah Ellis  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) — In a packed stadium filled with 
more than 56,000 people, you couldn’t miss the level of 
excitement and the cheers from fans at Carter-Finley 
Saturday night. 

The NHL Stadium Series brought a sea of red as both 
Carolina Hurricanes and Washington Capital fans filled the 
area while eagerly watching their team. 

“Just the fact that we’re here, we’re watching the Canes, 
they’re playing so fantastic… it’s just an incredible 
experience,” said Paige Sieber who was at the stadium to 
watch the game. 

For the past couple of weeks, crews have been preparing the 
ice and stadium for the NHL Stadium Series; however, it’s 
been a game the City of Raleigh and the Carolina Hurricanes 
have been looking forward to for years after it was canceled 
in 2021.  

Visit Raleigh estimates the game will bring the Oak City a 
$12.4 million economic impact. 

While many headed out to Carter-Finley Stadium early to 
tailgate, others found themselves waiting hours in traffic. 

“We’ve been fans since the beginning, so seeing them come 
to Greensboro, come to Raleigh and just the explosion of 
fans support that they’ve had over the past 25 years… it’s 
been amazing,” said Pat Buckley, a “Caniac” fan who bought 
tickets with his friends. 

Buckley told CBS 17 that he and his friends play for a 
recreational hockey team in Raleigh.  

They arrived early outside of Carter-Finley Stadium on 
Saturday, like many others, to tailgate and cheer on the 
Hurricanes with other fans. 

Before the game and before fans could head inside the 
stadium, several also had the opportunity to catch the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Washington Capitals as they made 
their way inside.  

Among these fans were Evan Edler and his friends, who 
were shocked by the number of fans who arrived.  

“It’s great to see so many fans in one place, coming out for 
an event that was three years in the making,” Edler said. 

He also said it has meant a lot to see how the Triangle has 
welcomed hockey and the growth that’s come with it. 

Edler’s friends agreed. 

“I feel like this is a once-in-a-lifetime moment here for North 
Carolina,” one of them said. “How many outdoor games is 
Raleigh going to get?” 

The NHL Stadium Series is not just big for fans — it’s also 
the first time Raleigh has welcomed the event and for the 
Hurricanes to have played at an outside venue.  

The Carolina Hurricanes said the game was not just a 
special moment, but with more than 56,000 fans cheering 
them on, it also meant so much for the players to end the 
night with a win. 

The Hurricanes beat the Capitals 4-1.
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Wolves Down Monsters 4-3 to Extend Points Streak 

ROSEMONT, Ill.—Vasily Ponomarev had two goals and 
Mackenzie MacEachern added a goal and an assist to lead 
the Chicago Wolves to a 4-3 victory over the Cleveland 
Monsters on Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Alex Green scored the game-winner as the defending Calder 
Cup champion Wolves ran their points streak to five games 
(4-0-0-1) and won for the fourth time in seven games against 
Cleveland this season. 

“We’re having a lot of fun,” MacEachern said of the Wolves’ 
surge of late. “The start of the year was a lot of ups and 
downs and a lot of growing pains for a lot of the younger 
guys but they’re starting to get comfortable and settle in. 
There are a lot of smiles around the room so that’s always 
good.” 

The Monsters got on the board first on a goal by Jake 
Christiansen midway through the opening period. 

A short time later, Ponomarev evened the score at 1-1. The 
play started with MacEachern carrying the puck into the 
offensive zone, passing it Stromwall, who then found a 
streaking Ponomarev and the center beat Monsters 
goaltender Jet Greaves to the glove side. 

The Wolves kept coming and took the lead on MacEachern’s 
power-play goal. The veteran forward was camped in front of 
the net and batted in a rebound of a Max Lajoie shot. Lajoie 
and Ryan Suzuki earned assists on MacEachern’s second 
goal of the season. 

In the second, Ponomarev notched his second of the game 
with the Wolves holding another man advantage to extend 
the lead to 3-1. Ponomarev maneuvered into the Cleveland 
zone, skated right around a defender and went five-hole on 
Greaves. Anttoni Honka and Jack Drury picked up assists on 
Ponomarev’s team-leading 13th goal of the season. 

Cleveland cut the Wolves’ lead to 3-2 on Josh Dunne’s goal 
late in the second frame. 

Green’s first goal of the season gave the Wolves a 4-2 
advantage midway through the third. The defenseman-
turned-forward found the back of the net after taking a pass 
from Logan Lambdin and firing a one-timer by Greaves. 
Nathan Sucese also picked up an assist on the score. 

Brett Gallant scored in the final minutes to pull the Monsters 
to within a goal but Wolves goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov shut 
the door the rest of the way. 

Kochetkov (24 saves) earned the win for the Wolves while 
Greaves (21 saves) suffered the loss for Cleveland. 

The Wolves improved to 19-22-3-2 while the Monsters 
dropped to 21-21-3-2. 

Up next: The Wolves host the Cleveland Monsters on 
Sunday at Allstate Arena (3 p.m.; My50 Chicago, AHLTV). It 
will be Family Sunday, Presented by Scott Credit Union. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article272546691.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272526857.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272545962.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article272471629.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272530047.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article272507954.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/02/hurricanes-overcome-distractions-capitals-at-carter-finley-stadium/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2023/02/hurricanes-raleigh-again-prove-worthy-of-nhls-biggest-stage/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-beat-capitals-in-stadium-series-game/c-341235688 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-look-to-add-to-history-grow-brand-in-stadium-series/c-341179244 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-washington-capitals-arrive-in-throwback-attire-for-stadium-series/c-341224208 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-celebrate-stadium-series-win-with-outdoor-storm-surge/c-341243784 

https://www.nhl.com/news/rod-brindamour-invites-longtime-carolina-hurricanes-video-coach-to-watch-from-bench/c-341246636 
https://www.nhl.com/news/washington-capitals-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-341018006 

https://www.nhl.com/news/stadium-series-perfect-storm-for-hurricanes-carolina-community/c-341248954 
https://www.nhl.com/news/necas-shines-for-hurricanes-at-stadium-series/c-341254082 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-college-football-sports-north-carolina-state-wolfpack-martin-necas-8a3c908bf11408a42366c52594b3e600 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35694114/why-hurricanes-wore-golf-outfits-stadium-series 
https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/19/23606044/necas-dazzles-in-stadium-series-shutdown 

https://www.canescountry.com/2023/2/19/23606082/success-of-stadium-series-further-proof-of-vitality-of-market-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-outdoor-game 
https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/packed-stadium-ecstatic-as-hurricanes-take-the-win-in-first-outdoor-game/ 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/02/18/wolves-down-monsters-4-3-to-extend-points-streak/ 
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Hurricanes, outdoor hockey deliver Raleigh one of its most memorable 
sporting nights 

 

Andrew Carter 

11-13 minutes 19/02/2023 

 

As Saturday afternoon turned to evening, the scene on the roads 
surrounding Carter-Finley Stadium resembled the one Tom Wolfe 
described in his famous 1965 Esquire story about attending a race at the 
venerable North Wilkesboro Speedway. Wolfe, in what’s widely 
considered one of the best magazine stories ever written, went on for 
several paragraphs describing the world’s biggest traffic jam on U.S. 421, 
the road filled with automobiles of all shapes and sizes and colors. 

The idea was to capture the spectacle of a larger-than-life event, a 
southern NASCAR race, and how North Carolinians (and, yes, those 
scattered around nearby states) had been drawn by the pull of something 
bigger than themselves, or anything they’d usually experience. And so it 
was here on Saturday, where traffic was already backed up more than a 
mile around Carter-Finley Stadium more than six hours before it hosted 
an outdoor professional hockey game. 

Just the sentence alone, to anyone who grew up around Raleigh or 
elsewhere in North Carolina, still takes a second or two to register. And 

that, despite the build-up, despite the years of anticipation for the NHL’s 
Stadium Series game between the Carolina Hurricanes and Washington 
Capitals. And so it bears repeating: traffic was already backed up more 
than a mile around Carter-Finley Stadium more than six hours before it 
hosted an outdoor professional hockey game. 

Talk about spectacle. This wasn’t among the most important sporting 
events in Raleigh’s history. There were all those ACC basketball 
tournaments decades ago, after all, and no shortage of other college 
basketball games of great magnitude and even a college football game 
or two — despite N.C. State’s history of mediocrity — that were bigger. 
The Hurricanes, themselves, won the 2006 Stanley Cup just across the 
way from Carter-Finley, and played for another in 2002. 

But in terms of sporting spectacles? In terms of an event that felt like a 
can’t-miss for the throngs of people who, in some cases, sat through 
traffic for hours, just to be among the 57,000 who packed this place to its 
limit? It’s difficult to think of another sporting event in Raleigh’s history 
that compares. A significant part of the reason is that this was much 
more than mere sports. 

It was part rock concert, part college football game, part NASCAR race, 
part giant outdoor festival. And, oh yeah — there was the main event. 
The hockey. Undoubtedly, part of the appeal was the curiosity factor; the 
lure of what it’d be like to see what happens when a crew of about 200 
workers builds an ice rink smack dab in the middle of a college football 
stadium and pumps in 20,000 gallons of water and mixes it (though not in 
a literal sense) with 3,000 gallons of glycol coolant. The result, it turns 
out, is pretty cool (pun unintended, if not unavoidable). 
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Who knew that a hockey rink could look so natural, at home, plopped 
down in the middle of Carter-Finley? Or that all that water and coolant, 
distributed over about 67 yards, is exactly what’s needed to create a 
layer of ice two inches thick? That’s what the Hurricanes and Capitals 
skated upon for about three hours Saturday night, when Carolina 
asserted itself during a dominant 4-1 victory. 

From left, Matt Boggs, his wife, Nondi Boggs, Hayley Looney and 
Jonathan Boggs cheer on the Canes during the second period of the 
NHL Stadium Series game between the Carolina Hurricanes and the 
Washington Capitals at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 2023. Ethan Hyman ehyman@newsobserver.com 

For once, the result and the score were something of an afterthought. So 
was the lack of relative drama and competitiveness. This was the rare 
sporting event that exceeded its considerable hype before it even began, 
simply by existing and coming to fruition. It’d been a long time coming, in 
more ways than one. 

To understand the entire significance of the spectacle is to understand 
the history behind it. The full history. It’s to go all the way back to the 
beginning. Earle Edwards, then the N.C. State football coach, thrust a 
shovel into the ground in December 1964 and dug a hole that in time 
turned into Carter-Finley Stadium — Carter Stadium, as it was known 
when it opened in 1966. 

Before then, the land was nothing but woods and fields near the 
fairgrounds — a vast emptiness on the outskirts of town. The stadium 
was to be modest, even for mid-60s standards. The estimated cost was 
$2.5 million, a figure the NHL undoubtedly exceeded over the past week 
or so while it transformed a college football stadium into a professional 
hockey venue. 

Back when Edwards first plunged that gold-tinted shovel into the Earth 
there was much anticipation. N.C. State used the groundbreaking as a 
way to raise money for the completion of the project. Bill Friday, then the 
president of the UNC System, described the groundbreaking as “a 
wonderful thing.” 

“We have been waiting for this day a long time,” he said then, according 
to a Dec. 12, 1964 story in The News & Observer. “The stadium 
represents so many opportunities for the university and the city of 
Raleigh.” 

Safe to say that hosting an outdoors professional hockey game wasn’t at 
the forefront of Friday’s mind when he considered the opportunities the 
stadium might one day present. When Carter-Finley opened, the NHL 
consisted of its Original Six franchises, and that was it. The southernmost 
played its home games in New York City’s Madison Square Garden. 

The league doubled in ‘67, expanding to the West Coast and as far south 
as St. Louis. It was only the addition of another 20 franchises and the 
NHL’s gradual west and southward migration and another 50 years, give 
or take, before the fantasy of a night like Saturday began to feel like it 
might be possible. And then the Hurricanes and their supporters had to 
wait some more when this game, originally scheduled for 2021, was 
postponed at the height of the pandemic. 

Nicole Willis, left, laughs with Abby D’Lugin while tailgating before the 
NHL Stadium Series game between the Carolina Hurricanes and the 
Washington Capitals at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday, 
Feb. 18, 2023. Willis is recovering from hip surgery she had 10 days ago 
so her friends brought a chair to make sure she could tailgate and enjoy 
the game. Ethan Hyman ehyman@newsobserver.com 

Finally the moment drew near. Everything about Saturday spoke to the 
magnitude of it. The traffic. The parking lots, full of tailgaters passing time 
before hockey as if it was instead a 3:30 p.m. Wolfpack football game in 
mid-October. The police escorts the teams received, showing up in 
buses. 

A crowd several rows deep waited more than an hour for the Hurricanes 
to walk from PNC Arena toward Carter-Finley, with an escort from the 
N.C. State marching band. There was that band, bounding about 

throughout three periods Saturday night, with State’s mascots joining 
Stormy, their Hurricanes counterpart, to give things a collegiate feel. 

“Listen, this is something special,” Rod Brind’Amour, the Hurricanes 
coach, said hours before his team’s victory. “I didn’t really start thinking 
about this until after our last game. (Friday) was kind of neat but it was 
rainy and it was a mess.” 

And now, he said, “you see that walking in — that’s special. We’ve got to 
make them proud.” 

They were proud. “They” being the folks in Hurricanes sweaters, at least. 

There was a good amount wearing Capitals gear, too. It wasn’t until 
midway through the third period, and about 11 p.m., that Carter-Finley 
began to clear out a little. Even then, though, late on a Saturday night 
and in the midst of a game long decided, the majority of spectators stuck 
around. There was no beating traffic, anyway. And so they embraced the 
spectacle a while longer, and a night unlike any Raleigh had 
experienced, and even when it was over people lingered, taking it in. 
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Hurricanes’ night under the Carter-Finley lights was worth every bit of the 
wait 

 

Robert Willett 

6-8 minutes 19/02/2023 

 

Raleigh 

That was fun. 

When can we do that again? 

It was one of those nights when everything seemed to go right, from the 
weather to the hockey to the atmosphere, and somehow this long-
imagined, long-anticipated outdoor game at Carter-Finley Stadium 
managed to exceed expectations. 

And not just for the fans, or the Carolina Hurricanes, or even the NHL, 
which saw this as a gamble in a way that no one in the Triangle did. For 
everyone. 

“Would you have believed 57,000 people would be at an outdoor hockey 
game in Carolina, ever?” NHL commissioner Gary Bettman told The 
News & Observer. 

Not 20 years ago, or 10 years ago, or even five years ago. But on this 
night, in this moment, yes. 

The fact the Hurricanes won 4-1, dominating the Washington Capitals, 
was almost an afterthought. They took all the drama out of the game 
itself, even if there was plenty getting into it, with both traffic and the lines 
to get into Carter-Finley moving as slowly as feared and foreseen. 

This was a leap of faith on the part of the NHL, which had to do things it 
had never done before, like locating the ice plant far above the playing 
surface, at the concourse level, a new logistical challenge, and chose to 
do things it had never done before, like putting N.C. State students on 
the field. 

There were certainly people who doubted, even after tickets were 
snapped up as soon as they went on sale, even Saturday, that the 
Hurricanes and the Triangle could pull this off, that this outdoor game 
would find a way to distinguish itself from its 37 predecessors. But the 
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NHL leaned into the collegiate theme and the game itself — assisted by 
40-degree weather that kept the ice in good shape — delivered. 

The league got everything it could ever have wanted: A full stadium, a 
unique experience, a memorable evening, a made-for-broadcast 
spectacle right down to Dave Doeren in a Hurricanes jersey slamming a 
Coors Light on live TV. Every one of these outdoor games is special in its 
own way — it’s a delicate dance between filling the demand for them and 
maintaining their novelty — and once everyone actually got inside, 
everything that transpired was unforgettable. 

It would have been anyway, but a resounding performance by the home 
team — and the sublime Martin Necas in particular — certainly pushed it 
over that line. Alex Ovechkin’s absence may have dampened ABC’s 
mood, with the Capitals star absent mourning the death of his father, but 
Necas did a pretty good impression with a nasty power-play one-timer 
from the left circle that made it 4-0. 

“Hey, we wanted to get the win, too,” Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon 
said afterward. “You don’t want to get too excited until you know the 
score.” 

The Hurricanes scored early and piled on, and as good as they’ve been 
indoors this season, it turns out they’re even better outdoors. 

The only downer was the realization it’s going to be a long time before 
this happens again, if ever. Unlike a major metro area like New York or 
Chicago with multiple stadium options, Carter-Finley’s about it. Even 
Edmonton’s Commonwealth Stadium will wait more than 20 years to 
become the first venue to host twice. 

So if the Hurricanes are in this spotlight again in the near-to-mid future, 
it’s because they’re still playing in June. As Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said afterward, “There’s one thing I know that can top this.” 
He would know. 

“I’m happy for the guys that they get to experience something like this,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It just doesn’t happen very often. Some places it 
happens a little more frequently. But maybe here now, too. We had to 
earn our way to get this kind of a game and clearly we’ve earned it. 
That’s just how I look at it.” 

They earned it. We all earned it, this unforgettable night of hockey under 
the lights, played by a team whose future was once in doubt, but has 
never looked brighter than this. 

Never miss a Luke DeCock column. Sign up at tinyurl.com/lukeslatest to 
have them delivered directly to your email inbox as soon as they post. 
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Triangle fans proved there was plenty of sunshine to go around at Carter-
Finley Stadium 

 

Justin Pelletier 

8-11 minutes 19/02/2023 

 

RALEIGH 

Forty-one degrees never felt so warm. 

At a venue fit for football, and on a day with weather befitting it, 56,961 — 
officially — poured through the gates and packed the bleachers at N.C. 
State’s Carter-Finley Stadium on Saturday to watch two of the top teams 
in the NHL’s Eastern Conference. 

The result — a 4-1 win for the Carolina Hurricanes over the Washington 
Capitals— mattered to the hockey fanatics, of course, but to the teeming 
masses huddled closely among the stadium’s bleacher-style setting, the 
feeling of being here at all was its own ray of sunshine, long after the 
actual sun set beyond PNC Arena, the Canes’ regular home, to the 
northwest of the field. 

The esteemed Jack Falla, a noted hockey writer, author and outdoor 
hockey connoisseur whose stories and books have had a lasting, positive 
impact on the hockey community at large, shared the following quote, 
spoken by his wife, Barbara: 

“Anyone can love summer, but to love winter, you have to carry your 
sunshine around with you.” 

There was plenty of natural sunshine blanketing the Triangle throughout 
the day Saturday as the Hurricanes — and Raleigh at large — hosted the 
National Hockey League’s biggest midseason event. 

Fans flowed through the limited access points to the parking lots 
surrounding the venue from the moment they were allowed, stacking up 
for miles in multiple directions to ensure arrival in time for the main event. 
Once on the grounds, tailgates flipped down, hatches popped up and the 
unmistakable sizzle and snap and smell of pregame food permeated the 
crisp late-winter air. 

Cornhole bags thumped. Hockey sticks and balls and pucks clickety-
clacked. Stories flowed as fluidly from excited onlookers’ lips as the 
beverages from their myriad containers. 

It was colder than it had been in recent days, but with the unadulterated 
sunshine, the daytime revelers were plenty warm. During the day, at 
least, Mother Nature provided the sunshine. 

But as the sun is wont to do in February in the northern hemisphere, it 
disappeared quickly beyond the western corner of Carter-Finley, plunging 
the tailgating masses into dusk and then darkness. Fans huddled a bit 
closer to their grills. Many added layers — gloves, jackets, wool caps — 
to make the chilling air more bearable. 

But they smiled and laughed and hooted and hollered along the way. 
They were definitely carrying their sunshine with them. 

And this year’s event in Raleigh is special for many reasons. It is, of 
course, the first outdoor game held by the NHL in North Carolina, that 
alone making all of these proceedings historic. 

But the mere existence of the Stadium Series game in Raleigh marks 
another important milestone, one to which the Hurricanes themselves 
pay homage in a video they play before each home game. The 
chronology is simple: A young boy hears a radio broadcast announcing 
the Hurricanes’ relocation from Hartford, Connecticut. He becomes 
enamored with the team, grows up bugging his parents to bring him to 
games. The full-circle story, of course, is that some years later, this 
young lad grows up, has kids of his own, and he now shares his love of 
Canes hockey with them. 

Hokey as the notion is, that’s the real impact of the NHL in the Triangle. 
That’s the impact the Canes have had here: There is now a complete 
generation — going on two, really — that don’t remember a time when 
there wasn’t NHL hockey here. 

Visitors to Fan Fest play table top hockey prior to the Stadium Series 
game between the Washington Capitals and the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Saturday, February 18, 2022 at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, N.C. 
Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

And among the throngs of hockey fanatics caught up in the madness at 
Carter-Finley on Saturday were scores of those younger fans, none of 
whom know an NHL devoid of the Hurricanes. For them, until their 
favorite team again hoists hockey’s ultimate prize, this event will be their 
most precious hockey memory. They pulled on their parents’ hands, 
leading them through mazes of merchandise and undoubtedly convincing 
some of them to pull out the plastic and lighten their bank accounts. 
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As these youngsters walked through the archways leading to their seats 
and first laid eyes on the newly-decorated football field, clad in red white 
and blue, mouths dropped open. 

Their eyes beamed with sunshine. 

Carolina Hurricanes fans celebrate after a goal by Teuvo Teravainen (86) 
in the second period against the Washington Capitals in the Stadium 
Series game on Saturday, February 18, 2022 at Carter-Finley Stadium in 
Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

By the time the on-ice pregame festivities began, long after the natural 
light faded and the stadium lights appeared more prominently, spectators 
pulled their caps more tightly around their ears. Sales of warm beverages 
— and those some believe make you warmer — remained steady. 

By the third period, the temperature had dipped to the high 30s. The 
stadium remained packed. No one left early. Despite dealing with the 
colder weather less often than fans in most previous outdoor game 
locations, the hearty bunch in Raleigh on Saturday remained in place. 

People in the Triangle might not love winter for the colder temperatures 
or unsettled weather, but they love it for the hockey, and they proved 
once again Saturday that no matter the conditions, hockey fans here do 
in fact carry their sunshine around with them. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 02.19.2023 

1268646 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes win historic outdoor game, down Washington 4-1 after 
second-period surge 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-7 minutes 19/02/2023 

 

Raleigh 

All in all, it was quite the spectacle, as many expected. 

The 2023 Stadium Series outdoor game had it all: sartorial team 
entrances, fireworks, festive atmosphere, bands playing, a packed 
Carter-Finley Stadium. It was, by any measure, an electric scene and a 
great party thrown for nearly 57,000. 

And the hosts delivered. The Carolina Hurricanes controlled most of the 
game Saturday, taking a 4-1 victory over the Washington Capitals on a 
historic night that should make for a lot of memories for those who waited 
so long for the moment. 

“It exceeded expectations,” Canes forward Jordan Martinook said after 
the game. “That was nuts. It was cool to look around, and I looked 
around the whole game. 

“Usually, I’m focused but I was gawking all over the place. It was 
incredible.” 

Martin Necas, on the fly all night, had a goal and two assists in being 
named the game’s first star. Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Teuvo Teravainen 
each had a goal and assist for the Hurricanes (37-10-8), who led 1-0 
after the first and then 4-0 after the second. 

Add in a Paul Stastny goal, which proved to be the game-winner, and the 
Canes were in front from start to finish as goalie Frederik Andersen 
picked up the win with 24 saves. 

“I wish we could play all the games here,” Kotkaniemi joked. “It was 
unbelievable. Great atmosphere all night. I just tried to soak everything 
in. I had goosebumps, for sure.” 

If the ice conditions were a concern, and they usually are in outdoor 
games, it didn’t bother Andersen. He handled his play in the crease 
smoothly enough, making 24 saves, while assisting on the Teravainen 
score, allowing only a third-period goal to Tom Wilson. 

The Caps (28-24-6) were again without their captain, Alex Ovechkin, just 
as they were earlier in the week when they were beaten by the Canes in 
Washington. Ovechkin left the team to return to Russia and later used his 
social-media account to say his father had died. 

This was a game first announced by the NHL in 2020, then put on hold 
by the pandemic until 2023. But it was also worth the wait and the sellout 
crowd of 56,961 was ready for it. 

After a week when the temperature reached the mid-70s, it was cooler 
Saturday and the game-time temperature 43 degrees – nearly ideal for 
those watching outside at N.C. State’s football stadium, including 
Wolfpack coach Dave Doeren.. 

“The ice was great, the weather was great. Everything was perfect, 
really,” Teravainen said. 

Everyone stressed that it was a regular-season game, not an exhibition, 
and two points there for the winner. And the Caps need the points as 
they contend for playoff position in what should be a fight to the finish line 
in the Eastern Conference. 

Kotkaniemi’s goal had the home fans standing and cheering early, 
coming at 2:11 of the first period. It was the center’s second in as many 
games — he opened the Canes scoring Thursday in the 6-2 win over the 
Montreal Canadiens — and his third in the past four games. 

Teravainen centered the puck and Kotkaniemi was there in front to beat 
Darcy Kuemper for his 10th of the season. 

“It was the first shift for our line and we were just trying to shoot 
everything,” Kotkaniemi said. “Turbo found me with a great pass.” 

The Canes had another strong start in the second. Stastny was in the 
right spot at the right time to push a rebound past Kuemper at 5:47 of the 
period. 

The Canes soon got a power-play chance — Jordan Staal being high-
sticked — and took advantage as Necas gunned a shot from the left 
circle for his 22nd. 

Necas’ goal made it 3-0, and the fleet winger than teamed with 
Teravainen for a transition score on a well-executed rush — and after the 
breakout pass from Andersen to Teravainen to start the give-and-go. 

“We took the game over and never really gave them a chance to come 
back,” Teravainen said. 

Make it three goals in 5:30 for the Canes. The Caps used their timeout 
and soon turned more physical. 

Martinook dropped the gloves to trade blows with Washington’s Anthony 
Mantha, landing both players in the penalty boxes and Mantha getting an 
extra two minutes for cross-checking Martinook. 

“Just part of the game,” Martinook said, smiling. “It’s all good.” 

That skirmish had the stadium loud. But it was loud most of the night. It 
was historic and it was special. 
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NHL commissioner Gary Bettman savors Triangle vibe: ‘This is different. 
This is bigger.’ 
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Chris Seward 

5-6 minutes 19/02/2023 

 

Raleigh 

The windows were open in Gary Bettman’s suite, and even with the 
game still some 20 minutes away, the noise and excitement poured in 
from outside and filled the room. The NHL commissioner had been 
skeptical when Tom Dundon proposed the idea of an outdoor hockey 
game as he was finalizing his purchase of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

To see — to hear — the scene stretched out before him in Carter-Finley 
Stadium, it’s hard to imagine there had ever been any doubt. 

“Would you have believed 57,000 people would be at an outdoor hockey 
game in Carolina, ever?” Bettman told The News & Observer. 

Even for Bettman, whose faith in the future of the Hurricanes has been 
unwavering for more than 25 years, this was a little hard to comprehend. 
The 2011 All-Star Game had felt like a victory lap for hockey in the 
Triangle, but everything about this feels like another level entirely. 

“This is different. This is bigger,” Bettman said. “As you spend time in the 
Triangle, this game and the vibe is everywhere. Yesterday, the rain didn’t 
dampen the fan fest in Raleigh. We were in Durham this morning and 
people were wearing jerseys everywhere. You watch the local news, it’s 
all they talk about. It is a testament to how hockey can put down roots 
and captivate a market. It’s a testament to Pete Karmanos’ vision and 
Tom Dundon’s execution of elevating everything this franchise does on 
and off the ice. And it’s a testament to a generation of hockey fans.” 

Bettman did note the traffic getting into Carter-Finley on Saturday, and 
asked if it was like that for N.C. State football games. But he also noted 
that he and Dundon had discussed again that morning how any 
redevelopment of the area around the arena — as Dundon is proposing 
to do — would include improved ingress and egress for the entire 
stadium/arena complex. 

Saturday’s snarls were a product of the interest in the game and one of 
the very few issues on a night when everything else seemed to go right, 
from the party in the parking lots to the atmosphere inside. 

Still, this was far from a fait accompli, and Bettman did take some 
convincing when Dundon first proposed the concept, even mentioning it 
while sitting next to Bettman on the very first day he owned the team. But 
as it became clear that Dundon was committed to investing in the product 
— spending up to the salary cap and revitalizing the team’s image with 
clever marketing — the NHL warmed to the idea. 

“He wanted one because he thought it would be a signature statement 
for the franchise and the community,” Bettman said. “And I believed that 
the timing would be right as the team’s fortunes both on and off the ice 
continued to improve. The ironic thing is, and he mentioned it to me 
today, he figured, ‘We get an outdoor game, we put down ice, how big a 
deal can it be to operate this?’ And he said to me today, ‘What’s involved 
is beyond anything I expected or anticipated.’ We knew. We’ve done 37 
of these.” 
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For red carpet arrival at Stadium Series game, Hurricanes come dressed 
for the green 

 

Luke DeCock 

5-7 minutes 18/02/2023 

 

Raleigh 

In North Carolina, it’s not out of the ordinary to have the kind of mild 
weather that allows you to play golf and (outdoor) hockey on the same 
day, even in February. The Carolina Hurricanes took a hack at it, 
anyway, on Saturday. 

In keeping with what has become an instant NHL tradition, the 
Hurricanes arrived for Saturday’s Stadium Series game in themed outfits 
suitable for hitting the rink or the old-timey links: plaid tam o’shanter 
caps, white shirts, plaid ties, V-neck sweaters, plaid plus-fours, navy 
socks and white golf shoes. Nobody would say whose idea it was, but 
after it won a team vote, Stefan Noesen, who owns a personal concierge 
service as a side gig, was able to obtain all the clothing on short notice. 

Noesen said the other option was an N.C. State football theme but 
procuring the necessary gear proved difficult. 

A few players carried golf clubs along with their gear. Stormy came 
dressed in a Masters caddy jumpsuit with a golf bag filled with hockey 
sticks slung over his shoulders, and a few of the Hurricanes’ trainers 
wore green caddy vests from Old Chatham Golf Club as the team walked 
between two walls of fans between PNC Arena and Carter-Finley 
Stadium after being bused in from their practice rink with a police escort. 

“It’s normal up until getting on the bus there and getting to the rink and 
walking through that, I don’t even know what you call it,” Hurricanes 
forward Jordan Martinook said. “My cheeks hurt already. It’s been a good 
day so far.” 

The Washington Capitals leaned into the football theme, dressing like 
high-school lettermen and arriving on yellow school buses. 

“I haven’t done that in a while,” Capitals (and former Hurricanes) coach 
Peter Laviolette said. “It was really cool. The police escort in, and the 
police did a great job because there were a lot of people trying to get into 
the building from the outside.” 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE 

Derek Stepan may have as much on the line as any of the Hurricanes on 
Saturday. He’s got a perfect record in outdoor games — 3-0 in the NHL, 
all with the New York Rangers, and 1-0 in college at Wisconsin — 
including a famous penalty-shot goal at Yankee Stadium against the New 
Jersey Devils. 

This fourth NHL game will tie him for 15th all-time in outdoor 
appearances. If there’s one thing he’s learned, other than that eye black 
works, it’s that there’s a trick to playing outdoors: “Being downwind.” 

When Stepan was playing at Wisconsin, the Badgers faced Michigan at 
Camp Randall, with a stiff breeze at their backs in the third period. Then-
Michigan coach Red Berenson wanted to switch ends midway through 
the third, but Wisconsin coach Mike Eaves declined … and the Badgers 
scored twice late in the third to come back and win 3-2 on a pair of goals 
by (former Hurricanes defenseman) Brendan Smith. 

But if there’s one thing that all outdoor games have in common, it’s the 
sound, Stepan said. 

“It feels like you’re so far away from everybody but that’s not the case,” 
Stepan said. “The noise is different. It’s a different noise in stadiums. It’s 
just outdoor vs. indoor noise. It’s more of a roar, rather than a cheer.” 

FLIPPING THE SWITCH 

With all the hype leading up to the game — from Friday’s family skate to 
Saturday’s outfits and arrival to the sheer magnitude of the scene inside 
Carter-Finley Stadium, it’s easy to forget sometimes that not only is there 
a hockey game to be played, it counts in the standings between two 
teams that could end up seeing each other again in the postseason. 

“We definitely are going to have to get focused,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Clearly right now that’s not happening. It’s a gong show, I’ll just throw 
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that out there, and that’s OK. That’s what it should be. At some point, 
when we’ve done all this, and they’ve done all they’re stuff, we’ll start 
putting stuff on and we’ll have to flip the switch. In a perfect world, if we 
were playing over there (at PNC), that’s not how this should go. But when 
we’re in here, this is exactly how it should go.” 
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2023 NHL Stadium Series live updates: Hurricanes vs Capitals at Carter 
Finley Stadium 

 

Justin Pelletier 

10-12 minutes 18/02/2023 

 

RALEIGH 

It’s here. 

The 2023 Stadium Series outdoor hockey game at N.C. State’s Carter-
Finley Stadium, an NHL spectacle years in the making for the Triangle, is 
upon us. 

Thousands of people heeded the warnings and arrived early, tailgating 
the afternoon away in anticipation of the 8 p.m. contest. Thousands more 
did not, and traffic snarled the limited access roads to the stadium. 

As we get ready for the game, and then during the game itself, keep 
refreshing here for the latest updates from Carter-Finley. 

Third period 

The Hurricanes didn’t score again in the third period. Washington did, 
getting a goal from Tom Wilson about halfway through the frame. But it 
wasn’t enough as the Canes earned a 4-1 win over the Caps at Carter-
Finley Stadium. 

Second period 

As solid as the Hurricanes looked in the opening period, their advantage 
was clear in the second. The Canes got the puck past Caps goalie Darcy 
Kuemper three times in the middle frame, one each from Peter Stastny, 
Martin Necas and Teuvo Teravainen. 

We even had a goalie assist, as Frederik Andersen had the helped on 
the last goal of the period, a beautiful tic-tac finish from Teravainen on a 
2-on-1 with Necas. 

Brent Burns and Jesperi Kotkaniemi had assists on Necas’ goal, and 
Jalen Chatfield and Jordan Martinook had helpers on ther Stastny strike. 

We also had a fight in the second period. After getting cross-checked in 
the head, Martinook had enough of Anthony Mantha’s antics and 
dropped with him. Mantha got the extra two minutes for the initial penalty. 

First period 

Not long into the first period, Jesperi Kotkaniemi gave the heavily 
partisan Canes crowd something to cheer about, steering the puck into 
the net past Capitals keeper Darcy Kuemper. 

The Canes had the better of the pressure in the opening period, often 
pressuring the Caps in their own zone, though a few lapses did force 
Frederik Andersen to make some tough, scrambling saves. 

The Canes managed 10 shots in the opening period, to 7 for the 
Capitals. 

Pregame 

8:10 p.m.: The Caps emerge from their tunnel, to a mixed chorus of 
mostly boos. The Canes then emerge from theirs, as the stadium lights 
dim and tint red. The teams line up for the pregame presentation in front 
of the rink. 

8 p.m.: The officials have taken the ice, along with members of a 
veterans’ hockey group, waiting to unfurl the flag for the anthem. 

7:15 p.m.: The number of fans still trying to get into the stadium with 
about an hour before puck drop is staggering. Despite many, many 
warnings for fans to arrive early — and many did — the late-arriving 
crowd appears out in force. There is no immediate word whether the 
game will be delayed at all to allow as many people to enter the stadium 
as possible, but with a high-profile TV time slot, that is unlikely at this 
point. 

At 7:11 pm, the line to enter the stadium goes all the way to PNC Arena 
before the NHL Stadium Series game between the Carolina Hurricanes 
and the Washington Capitals at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, N.C., 
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023. Ethan Hyman ehyman@newsobserver.com 

6:45 p.m. The players are in the building, and they arrived in style. This 
update from Luke DeCock takes you through the players’ arrival, Derek 
Stepan’s history in outdoor games, and how the team needed to regain 
its focus. 

6 p.m.: The gates have opened to the general public. All open gates at 
Carter-Finley have started to allow fans to enter the building. Some are 
sprinting to their seats, others making a beeline to the merchandise tents, 
and many finding the concession stands. It will be a slow trickle of fans to 
get into the stadium over the next two hours, culminating in an official 
sellout. 

4:45 p.m.: Those sounds blasting from the stadium are not from a 
concert the public is missing. Intermission performer Jake Owen was 
running through part of his set as a sound check on the stage beyond the 
hockey goal on the east side of the rink. 

3 p.m.: Hot dogs and burgers are sizzling and the fans are in full tailgate 
mode as cars continue to stream into the lots surrounding Carter-Finley 
Stadium. On a bluebird day, with temps and conditions ripe for football-
style tailgating, people were ready to partake. 
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‘It’s going to be a special day’: Hurricanes excited to host Capitals in 
Stadium Series 

 

Chip Alexander 

6-8 minutes 18/02/2023 

 

A crew works to install a logo as preparations continue for the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ Stadium Series game against the Washington Capitals on 
Monday, Feb. 13, 2023, at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Carolina Hurricanes forward was 11 years old in November 2003, 
when the inaugural Heritage Classic was played in Edmonton, Alberta, 
between the Oilers and Montreal Canadiens. It was the first regular-
season outdoor game in NHL history — the first of many — and 
Martinook and his family were at Commonwealth Stadium, cheering and 
shivering on a day when the Oilers also hosted an all-star game that 
featured past stars Wayne Gretzky and Mark Messier. 

“It felt like it was minus-40 degrees Celsius and we only stayed for an 
hour and a half,” Martinook said this week, smiling. ”Toes were frozen, 
hands were frozen, wind chill was insane. 
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“It should be a little nicer for the one here. And, finally it is here.” 

The 2023 Stadium Series, that is, the outdoor game Saturday between 
the Hurricanes and Washington Capitals at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium. 

It could be about 40 degrees, Fahrenheit, when the game begins about 
8:20 p.m., with more than 57,000 fans packed into the Wolfpack’s cozy 
football stadium to take it all in. 

“It should be pretty crazy in there,” Martinook said. 

A crew works to install lines and logos as preparations continue for the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ Stadium Series game against the Washington 
Capitals on Monday, Feb. 13, 2023, at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, 
N.C. Kaitlin McKeown kmckeown@newsobserver.com 

The Hurricanes will go into the game as the Metropolitan Division 
leaders, as they have been much of the 2022-23 season. The Caps 
should again be without their captain, Alex Ovechkin, who returned to 
Russia early this week to be with his ailing father, who died Wednesday. 

The Canes and Caps faced off Tuesday in Washington, Carolina taking a 
3-2 road win. The Canes then surged past the Canadiens 6-2 Thursday 
at PNC Arena with four third-period goals as winger Seth Jarvis notched 
his first career NHL hat trick. 

Ovechkin’s absence will be felt — by the Caps and by ABC, which is 
televising the Stadium Series matchup. But the game Saturday should be 
super competitive, and the Caps surely would like to spoil the big party in 
Raleigh and pick up the two points with a win. 

As much as the Stadium Series is a spectacle, it’s no exhibition. It’s a 
regular-season game. 

“I know it’s going to be a cool atmosphere,” Canes center Sebastian Aho 
said Thursday. “I know it’s going to be a special day for all of us. All of 
North Carolina seems to be really pumped about it. 

“For me, I’ll try to soak it all in and have fun. We want to play a good 
hockey game but at the same time enjoy it as best we can.” 

There was a time when the NHL decision-makers were hesitant to bring 
an outdoor game to Raleigh. But Tom Dundon, the Dallas billionaire and 
Canes owner, was persistent after buying the team from Peter Karmanos 
in January 2018 and did all the right things to see that the NHL was 
convinced — spending to the salary cap, making the Canes a playoff 
team that can contend for the Cup, hiring Rod Brind’Amour as coach and 
significantly boosting attendance at home games. 

There was little doubt the Canes and Raleigh could host a major event. 
The 2011 NHL All-Star Weekend was a major success. The Stanley Cup 
final games in 2002 and then 2006, when the Canes won the Cup, were 
eye-opening in the way the Triangle and Hurricanes fans embraced the 
moment. 

In February 2020, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman announced a 
Stadium Series game had been awarded to the Hurricanes and would be 
held at Carter-Finley. The pandemic stalled things, eventually pushing 
the game back to 2023, but its here now. 

It’s time for Saturday night in Raleighwood, as the Canes’ Andrei 
Svechnikov likes to say. 

“You definitely have to enjoy it. This doesn’t come around very often and 
you need to take it all in,” Brind’Amour said Thursday. 

Canes captain Jordan Staal played in two outdoor games, both Winter 
Classics, when he was with the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“The first one was in Buffalo (2008) and it snowed and there were 
massive holes on the ice and some other wrinkles, but was an 
experience I’ll never forget,” he said. “The other one was in Pittsburgh 
(2011) and it rained on us, so that was a different kind of experience. 

“But things worked out. Both of the games turned out to be a great 
success.” 

There could be a few “bumps and challenges” Saturday at Carter-Finley, 
Staal said. 

“But to have a game like this is great for the city, our franchise and our 
brand,” Staal said. “I hope we put on a good show.” 
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Timo Meier trade packages: What the Devils and Hurricanes could offer 
the Sharks 

 

Corey Masisak, Corey Pronman 

7-8 minutes 18/02/2023 

 

The San Jose Sharks have made several trades over the past four 
seasons that would qualify as “selling” moves. 

They’ve traded good players, like Barclay Goodrow, Brenden Dillon and 
Jake Middleton. They’ve traded franchise icons near the end of their 
careers, like Patrick Marleau and Brent Burns. But the Sharks have not 
yielded a core player at the peak of his powers. 

That might change in the coming days. 

The Sharks are going to miss the playoffs for a fourth consecutive 
season. They’d never missed the postseason three seasons in a row 
before last year. First-year general manager Mike Grier made the first 
significant alteration of this club’s core shortly after assuming office when 
he traded Burns to the Carolina Hurricanes. 

His next big renovation is likely going to be trading Timo Meier, San 
Jose’s leading goal scorer in each of the past two seasons and one of 
the NHL’s best power forwards. Meier had a career-high 35 goals and 76 
points a season ago. He’s on pace to score 45 goals this season, which 
would be the second-most in franchise history behind Jonathan 
Cheechoo’s 56 in 2005-06. 

Meier is also a restricted free agent after this season, and he can be 
unrestricted at the end of 2023-24. His salary cap hit for this season is $6 
million, but he’s being paid $10 million. That quirk, negotiated by his 
agent Claude Lemieux — who was a teammate of Grier’s with the Sharks 
— means that San Jose, or a team that acquires Meier, must either sign 
him to a new contract or tender him a $10 million qualifying offer for next 
season to retain his rights. 

That inflection point is the root of why the Sharks are likely to trade Meier 
between now and the March 3 deadline. Meier will be 27 years old in 
October, and either in the first year of a massive long-term contract or 
playing on a one-year, $10 million deal that will lead into a massive long-
term pact. 

Grier might be able to turn the franchise around in time for Meier to still 
be in his prime and a key player for a contender in San Jose. But it also 
might take several years, and the Sharks have plenty of other cap-related 
issues to sort out between now and then, while also accumulating 
enough young impact talent to build a new core of a contending team. 
Having great players play great makes it harder to land the premium draft 
picks that are more likely to ignite a new era of sustainable Stanley Cup 
contention. 

So Meier has been arguably the most talked about trade chip in this 
cycle. He could be the best player traded between now and March 3. 
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What could the Sharks land in return for a standout scorer like Meier? 
We’ve enlisted the help of The Athletic’s Corey Pronman to find some 
comparable trades, and try to pin down what the best offers for Meier 
might look like. 

All three of these trades were for a high-scoring winger who was under 
team control for at least the next season. Montreal landed its future 
captain and No. 1 center (Nick Suzuki) and then flipped the second to 
Los Angeles for a third and a fifth at the 2019 draft. 

Buffalo used the 2022 first on Jiri Kulich, who has had one of the best 
draft-plus-one seasons in his class, and Devon Levi is a strong 
goaltending prospect. Chicago took Kevin Korchinski with the seventh 
pick in the 2022 draft, and he’s one of the best defense prospects in 
anyone’s pipeline. 

Given that most of these clubs will need to move salary to make a Meier 
trade work, we were drawn especially to the Max Pacioretty trade as a 
comparable. With that in mind, here’s what the offers for Meier might look 
like. 

Pronman: It feels like Carolina is giving up the least of the three teams, 
but given they have the least amount of salary to move it makes sense to 
a degree, and feels more analogous to the Sam Reinhart trade. Morrow 
is a strong defense prospect with a lot of talent, although he’s not having 
as great a season as his freshman campaign with UMass-Amherst. San 
Jose gets two quality futures in him and a late first. This may not be the 
Shark’s favorite deal because there’s no true premium asset in this 
exchange. 

Masisak: The first ask for Grier might have been Russian defenseman 
Alexander Nikishin, but The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun reported that 
Carolina has told teams that he is not available. Morrow would instantly 
be the Sharks’ best defense prospect. Martinook is a capable bottom-six 
forward who could be flipped for a mid-round draft pick between now and 
the 2024 deadline. This wouldn’t be the most exciting package, but Grier 
probably isn’t worried about “winning the news conference” at this point. 
If Morrow and the pick become key parts of the rebuild, fans will forget if 
they weren’t applauding the move the day it happened. 

Pronman: New Jersey feels like the most natural trade partner for the 
Sharks. The Devils have a lot of very good young assets they can part 
with, be it Mukhamadullin, the first-round pick, Alexander Holtz, maybe 
even Dawson Mercer not to mention several other quality prospects in 
their system. There are a lot of possibilities to mix and match depending 
on what the Devils are willing to part with and what the Sharks want. 
Despite Mukhamadullin playing in the KHL this season, he is already 
signed to an NHL deal, taking out much of the risk in his profile to go with 
him being a very strong prospect. 

Masisak: When the Devils drafted Mukhamadullin, I wrote that he was 
going to be the most fascinating prospect in the NHL. The opinions on 
him were wildly variant, and remained so while I was still covering the 
team. I also wrote that the Sharks’ ask from the Devils should start with 
Mercer. Johnsson has a 10-team no-trade clause in his contract, but 
coming to San Jose would likely get him a better chance to showcase for 
his next contract. Given that he costs a little more ($3 million, while 
Martinook is at $1.8 million), I could certainly see the Sharks trying to ask 
for a fourth asset in the deal, whether it is a lesser prospect or a 2024 
mid-round pick. If the Devils want an extension with Meier (as LeBrun 
also reported), that might give San Jose a little more leverage to ask for 
more. 

Mukhamadullin and Morrow might not profile as potential top-pairing 
defensemen. People always want the prospect or draft pick to turn into 
Tage Thompson with Buffalo or Jarome Iginla with Calgary in these types 
of trades. In hindsight, a lot of fan bases would be happy if one part of 
the return had turned into a solid second-paring defenseman for half a 
decade. 
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Painful trade of Blues captain Ryan O'Reilly can pay dividends if GM 
shortens reboot 

 

Ben Frederickson 

 

Carrying red plastic cups while covered in colorful beads, the Mardis 
Gras goers who buzzed their way through downtown St. Louis on 
Saturday morning stirred up some fond memories of the energy that 
hummed through the streets during the Blues’ 2019 Stanley Cup 
championship parade. 

The vibe inside the Enterprise Center media room presented a stark and 
somber contrast. 

The Captain had left the building. 

“He took me on a hell of a ride,” Blues general manager Doug Armstrong 
said. “And I enjoyed every second of it. But this is the business I chose to 
be in.” 

Armstrong knows how the Ryan O’Reilly trade looks to the non-realists 
who did not see it coming. 

The longtime executive who has developed over the years a reputation of 
a cold-blooded and calculated decision maker swapped his beloved 
captain two weeks before the March 3 trade deadline, while the Blues 
were riding a three-game winning streak entering an afternoon game 
against Colorado. The deal finalized the same day O’Reilly had joined 
Armstrong to participate in a Make-A-Wish event with a young Blues fan. 
Ouch. 

But here’s the truth. 

Entering what has become a disappointing season — it’s OK to give the 
players some of the blame, too — Armstrong was prepared for his 
reputation to swing the other way. He was ready to be tabbed a 
sentimentalist, one who did not properly prioritize the future before a 
wave of pending free agents departed with little to show for it since the 
pandemic scrambled what was shaping up to be a fascinating 
championship defense. 

Doug Armstrong (copy) 

Blues general manager Doug Armstrong addresses the press on 
Wednesday, June 26, 2019, at Enterprise Center.  

Post-Dispatch photo 

“I was hoping to be here and celebrate a Stanley Cup, but I was also 
prepared to be here and lose in the first or second round, and be getting 
drilled by, well, now you’ve lost, and you have no future assets, and 
you’ve done all this stuff, and you’re an idiot,” Armstrong admitted. “I was 
hoping to have to be labeled like that, as a guy who didn’t maximize his 
assets. I guarantee I’m still going to be an idiot in a lot of people’s eyes, 
but it wasn’t that difficult to move on, because we are not a competitive 
team with the good teams right now.” 

No lies detected, when you remember the Blues’ projected chances of 
making the playoffs even after their latest tease are below 10%, and their 
chances of doing real damage even if they snuck in were, let’s face it, 
zero. 

This group’s window snapped shut faster than Armstrong figured, and 
while he knew it was trending toward closing, he underestimated how 
obvious the need to retool would become so soon. He tried to thread a 
needle, and he missed. If he was going to try to get one more strong 
season from the remaining core, he should have made the core stronger 
by not letting an important roster piece like David Perron walk into free 
agency this past offseason, should have waited a bit on rewarding 
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younger players like Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou in front of more 
established veterans whose futures were hanging in the balance, should 
have sent Tarasenko out even sooner than he did. Maybe he should 
have found the money for Alex Pietrangelo at the expense of others? 

It’s all quite clear now, isn’t it? It wasn’t so easy at the time. And it isn’t 
easy now, sending off O’Reilly to the Maple Leafs after he’s meant so 
much to this city, this team, these fans. 

St. Louis Blues play against Chicago Blackhawks 

Blues forward Ryan O'Reilly prepares for a faceoff during the third period 
of a game against the Blackhawks at Enterprise Center on Thursday, 
Dec. 29, 2022. 

Jordan Opp, Post-Dispatch 

Hard stuff. But necessary now. Required. 

O’Reilly helped carry the Blues to their first ever Stanley Cup 
championship on cracked ribs. Never, ever forget it. He arrived here as a 
player whose love of the game had been questioned in Buffalo. He 
departed as a leader whose inspired play and dedication to the team 
made diehards and novices alike love Blues hockey more. 

Who knows, maybe there is a chance O’Reilly and the Blues can strike a 
team-friendly deal if his free-agent market is worse than expected, but 
that wouldn’t exactly mesh with the transition Armstrong has now 
prioritized. O’Reilly has had a tough age-31 season that he can hopefully 
reenergize in the right role with the Cup-hungry Leafs. But the Blues are 
looking to get younger, turning the spotlight toward developing prospects 
and supplementing the roster with pieces in similar age ranges. The 
coming days and months but hopefully not years, plural, will be about 
patience on the ice and moves off it that shorten the wait until a new 
window is forced open. Slowing the ripping off of the Band-Aid won’t 
help. It will make transition take longer and hurt worse. 

After the late-night trade Friday of O’Reilly and Noel Acciari to Toronto 
netted the Blues a first- and third-round pick in 2023, a second-round 
pick in 2024, plus two AHL forwards, Armstrong now holds three first-
round draft picks for 2023 and one for 2024, with more potential rentals 
to flip in pending free agents Ivan Barbashev and Thomas Greiss. These 
moves won’t help the salary-cap crunch for next season as they are 
maximizing returns for contracts that were expiring, but Armstrong will 
leave no stone unturned as he becomes clearer and more pointed about 
his direction. He still has to solve a disappointing logjam of 
underperforming defensemen, for example. The word he used multiple 
times Saturday was “retrenching” and he’s going to do it around the 
Thomas-Kyrou duo the team already invested in heavily. 

Time for those two forwards to lead. Time for Brayden Schenn to prove 
he’s the next captain. Time for the young guys who were hungry for 
opportunities to make cases they are ahead of schedule. Time for Craig 
Berube to prove he is the right coach for this rebuild by not letting effort 
and energy slip on the ice. Time for Armstrong to maximize a position he 
has rarely found himself facing. He wants an LA-style rebuild, not a 
marathon five to seven-year one. 

“The equity in the NHL is to have first-round picks,” Armstrong said. “I 
wish I had a crystal ball where I can tell everyone how this is going to 
work out, but I don’t. We could use all of those picks to select players. ... 
Or, they might be gone before their names are ever called. I don’t know 
how it’s going to play itself out. One thing I do know we are going to do 
is, if we move picks, players, it’s not going to be for one-year players. We 
need to retrench with players 25, 26 and under that have term on their 
contracts, so they can grow with that next core we have.” 

This part hurts. Armstrong won’t flinch. The architect of the Blues’ last 
“hell of a ride” created a parade that made Mardis Gras look like child’s 
play. He deserves a chance to do it again, and he’s not going to waste 
precious time. 
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As roster gets gutted, Blues players know they have only themselves to 
blame 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

After years in the penthouse, or awfully close to it, the Blues are finding 
out how the other half lives. They’re roster is being gutted, the playoffs 
are a pipe dream. And worst of all — they know they did it to themselves. 

“It’s a situation that we put ourselves in, left ourselves open to these 
decisions for management to make,” defenseman Justin Faulk said. “And 
we have to live with it.” 

Life without Ryan O’Reilly began Saturday afternoon against Colorado — 
and it wasn’t pretty in a 4-1 loss to the Avalanche at Enterprise Center. 

The Avalanche, as usual, were quick and talented. The Blues were 
outmanned. Thanks in large part to some strong goaltending by Jordan 
Binnington, the Blues hung in there for two periods against the defending 
Stanley Cup champions. 

Sammy Blais made it a 2-1 Blues deficit late in the second with his 
second goal in two games since being shipped back to St. Louis as part 
of the Vladimir Tarasenko trade to the New York Rangers. 

But Valeri Nichushkin scored early in the third period for the Avs, Bowen 
Byram added his second goal of the afternoon midway through the 
period, and that pretty much was that. Both the Colorado third-period 
goals came on the power play. 

“I felt like we were right in it,” Robert Thomas said. “Missed a couple 
shots a couple of us would like back. I had one. They scored on their 
power plays and we didn’t score on ours, and that was the difference.” 

Without team captain O’Reilly, Thomas wore an “A” on his jersey 
Saturday afternoon — joining usual alternate captains Brayden Schenn 
and Colton Parayko. 

The Blues (26-26-3) lacked the aggressiveness they had shown in recent 
games since the All-Star/bye week break. If not timid, they seemed at 
least wary of Colorado’s speed and skating ability. 

“I didn’t think that we really forechecked that well today to be honest with 
you,” coach Craig Berube said. “Transition game — defense-to-offense 
— was slow. We just watched. We didn’t get up the ice quick enough. 
We didn’t play aggressively and ‘north’ enough. ... I didn’t see the same 
energy and fight that we’ve had lately.” 

Perhaps some of that had to do with the trade that sent O’Reilly and 
forward Noel Acciari to the Toronto Maple Leafs in exchange for three 
draft picks and a couple of minor-leaguers late Friday night. 

“I think it was just a lot of emotion,” Schenn said. “From last night, the 
trade happened so late, the group chat goes off and you’re texting and 
calling each other at 10:30, 11 o’clock at night. 

“You come to the rink the next day at 10 a.m. right? Shock when you see 
the news, you just love playing with those guys so much that it sucks 
seeing them go. That’s the reality of what we did to ourselves this year, 
including those guys that obviously all got traded. 

“We gave Doug (Armstrong) a chance to go this route, which is on the 
players, it’s on us.” 

So the Blues were outmanned in Saturday’s game, and not just because 
of the trades that have sent Tarasenko, O’Reilly, Acciari and Niko 
Mikkola all packing in little more than a week. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 19, 2023 

 

Defenseman Torey Krug was a game-day scratch with an undisclosed 
injury; he was replaced by veteran Robert Bortuzzo in the lineup. 

During the game, Pavel Buchnevich left in the first period with a lower-
body injury, returned for the second, but then left before that period 
ended and was done for the day. 

The Blues also lost Logan Brown in the third period; he fell face-first on 
the ice after getting dumped by Colorado’s Andreas Englund behind the 
Avalanche net. Brown left with a bloody face; after the game he had 
stitches over his left eye and a cut on the bridge of his nose. 

So the Blues finished the game with just 10 forwards. 

“I think he’s fine,” Berube said of Brown. 

Berube said Buchnevich was day-to-day and would not accompany the 
team to Ottawa, where the Blues play Sunday afternoon. Krug is 
accompanying the team, but his status is uncertain for the Senators. 

“We’ll see how he is tomorrow,” Berube said. “If he can go — great. If 
not, same D.” 

The Blues have called up Nikita Alexandrov and Matthew Highmore from 
Springfield of the American Hockey League; both are scheduled to join 
the team in Ottawa. 

In the big picture, that’s the hand the Blues have dealt themselves. 
They’ll be going with a lot of youngsters for the final 27 games of the 
season. 

“We’re not going to roll over and just fade away,” Thomas said. “We’ve 
had a lot of injuries this year and we’ve found a way to win. That’s been 
the Blues culture for a while — there’s no give-up and you just keep on 
fighting. 

“That’s the way we’re going to approach it. We like being the underdogs.” 
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Quick Hits: Blues lose 4-1 to Colorado in first game without O'Reilly 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

Blues fans got their first look at life without Ryan O’Reilly on Saturday, 
and it wasn’t pretty. 

The Colorado Avalanche, as usual, were quick and talented. The Blues 
were outmanned. 

Getting two goals from defenseman Bowen Byram, one of which came 
on the power play, the Avalanche posted a 4-1 win over the Blues at 
Enterprise Center. 

Sammy Blais scored the only goal for St. Louis, his second since coming 
to the Blues as part of the recent trade for Vladimir Tarasenko. Colorado 
(30-19-5) also got goals from Mikko Rantanen and Valeri Nichuskin. 

The Blues, who entered the game with a three-game winning streak, fell 
back to .500 at 26-26-3. Their four-game homestand over, they play at 
Ottawa at 1 p.m. Sunday and then head to Carolina for a Tuesday game. 

The Blues entered the game minus Torey Krug, who was a pregame 
scratch due to an undisclosed injury. Robert Bortuzzo replaced him in the 
lineup. 

They finished the game without Pavel Buchnevich, who left the game 
once, returned for a stretch, and then left again with a lower-body injury. 
And in the third period, Logan Brown left with an upper-body injury, 
bleeding from the face, leaving the Blues with 10 forwards. 

Prior to the game, the team called up Nikita Alexandrov and Matthew 
Highmore from Springfield of the American Hockey League, and both 
players will join the team Sunday in Ottawa. 

On Saturday, Jordan Binnington played well, keeping the Blues in the 
contest through two periods. Blais goal, with 4:32 left in the second 
period made it a 2-1 contest and gave the Blues some life. 

But Nichuskin’s goal, just 2:56 into the third period, allowed Colorado to 
regain control of the game. 

St Louis Post Dispatch LOADED: 02.19.2023 

1268759 St Louis Blues 

 

Time to 'retrench': Blues GM Doug Armstrong had his mind made up to 
sell weeks ago 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

On that eventful trade day of July 1, 2018, general manager Doug 
Armstrong joked about the Blues having Ryan O’Reilly under contract 
forever. 

Well, “forever” arrived late Friday night with another trade day. With his 
contract set to expire after this season, the current Blues team going 
nowhere, and salary cap issues next season, O’Reilly’s time came to an 
end in St. Louis. 

O’Reilly and Noel Acciari were shipped to the Toronto Maple Leafs in 
exchange for first- and third-round picks in 2023, a second-round pick in 
2024 and minor-league forwards Mikhail Abramov and Adam Gaudette. 

Largely for cap purposes, the Minnesota Wild became a third party in the 
deal, agreeing to take on 25% of O’Reilly’s salary in exchange for a 
fourth-round pick from Toronto. Toronto also got Minnesota prospect 
Josh Pillar. 

The Blues retained 50% of O’Reilly’s salary. 

Armstrong comes across as a hard-edged GM without much 
sentimentality in these matters, but it was not an easy phone call to 
O’Reilly on Friday night. 

“Just because of how he arrived, the fanfare that came with his arrival, 
and the production that he had,” Armstrong said Saturday. “Taking St. 
Louis to a place it had never been, into a championship team. Winning 
the Conn Smythe and the Selke, becoming our captain.” 

And now becoming a Toronto Maple Leaf. First it was Vladimir 
Tarasenko and Nikko Mikkola — getting dispatched to the New York 
Rangers a little more than a week ago. And now O’Reilly and Acciari are 
no more. 

Acciari was a gritty overachiever this year, in his only season with the 
team. Armstrong said he apologized to him last night because the Blues 
weren’t the contender Armstrong thought they would be when signing 
Acciari to a one-year deal. 

So the fire sale continues. Four of the team’s five main pending free 
agents are now with other teams. And it appears to be just a matter of 
time before a fifth — Ivan Barbashev — joins the exodus. 

For those thinking the Blues’ three-game winning streak entering 
Saturday’s game with Colorado had budged the needle — not even 
close. In fact, it wasn’t even the five-game losing streak before the All-
Star/bye week break that tipped the scales for Armstrong. 

“It was probably a little bit before that,” Armstrong said. “This year, we 
haven’t been able to find Ground Zero. Good teams don’t fluctuate the 
way we fluctuated. 
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“Win three, lose eight; win seven, lose five; win three. What that indicates 
to me is a team that doesn’t have a foundation and something to fall back 
on quickly when things are going bad. 

“When things went bad, we allowed that snowball to gain momentum 
going downhill. ... My belief with younger players is I’m not worried about 
your top game — I’m worried about your worst game. That’s what keeps 
you on the bench or in the press box is your worst game.” 

And the same with teams as a whole. The valleys can’t be deep or long 
lasting. And the Blues this season have had a lot of deep valleys. 

“Our organization, our team game this year, was like a young player,” 
Armstrong continued. “The good was really good but the bad was really 
bad.” 

As far as what remains of this roster, Armstrong still thinks there’s a good 
core — at least a good starting point for future success. 

“I think if we tighten up defensively, we do have enough scoring,” he said, 
meeting with a small group of reporters at noon Saturday. “Now as a 
manager, what I’m going to do is look down and see what players are 
buying in. 

“I know what winning looks like, and I also know what quitting looks like. 
And that’s what I’m gonna be watching — which way we go.” 

Armstrong later amended that comment, saying he didn’t think 
professional hockey players would quit. But the Blues certainly figure to 
be outmanned for the remainder of this season. 

Looking ahead, though, the team now has three first-rounders in the 
2023 draft: their first-rounder, which figures to be a lottery pick; Toronto’s 
first-rounder and a first-rounder from the Tarasenko trade from New 
York. The picks from the Rangers and the Maple Leafs both figure to be 
in the bottom half of the round. 

Nonetheless, that’s a lot of draft capital, and Armstrong has a lot of 
directions he can go. 

“I wish I had a crystal ball where I could tell everyone how this is gonna 
work out,” Armstrong said. “We could use all three of those picks to 
select players. And all three of those players would then get put into our 
development process and then our American League team, and then be 
in the NHL at some point and have long careers. 

“Or, they might be gone before their name is ever called. I don’t know 
how it’s gonna play itself out.” 

But one thing Armstrong did know: If he uses draft picks for existing 
players, they won’t be rentals — that is, players who are on expiring 
contracts. And it won’t be players who are late in their pro careers. 

“We need to retrench with players 25, 26 and under that have term on 
their contracts so they can grow with that next core of players we have.” 

In the meantime, Blues fans could be in for a few lean years. Whether 
you call it a rebuild, a reboot, or as Armstrong termed it — a retrench — it 
may take a while before the Blues are a true playoff contender again. 

On the one hand, it’s an opportunity for younger players such as Jake 
Neighbours, Nikita Alexandrov, and prospects such as Jimmy Snuggerud 
and Zachary Bolduc to make an impact more quickly. But just because 
there is more opportunity, doesn’t mean those players will be rushed in 
their development. 

If they’re not ready, they’re not ready in Armstrong’s mind. The 
organization will take a patient, prudent approach with those assets. But 
will Blues fans — the lifeblood of the organization — stay patient? 

“I think the casual fan that comes when the team is winning and doesn’t 
come when the team is losing aren’t going to change,” Armstrong said. 
“And the hardcore fans, they understand the ebbs and flows of pro sport, 
that your window is so long and you have to retrench.” 

Let the retrench begin. 
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LeBrun: What rival execs are saying about the Maple Leafs’ all-in move 
for Ryan O’Reilly 

 

Pierre LeBrun  

 

Ryan O’Reilly was really the first name linked to the Maple Leafs earlier 
this season when trade deadline banter began, so it wasn’t a total shock 
they ended up with him Friday. 

He always made sense as a fit, as I wrote in mid-January, but still, when 
Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas told Toronto media a few weeks ago 
that he wasn’t a fan of giving up high-end assets in rental deals, I did 
wonder whether that ruled out an O’Reilly acquisition. 

Wrong! 

The Leafs also had shown interest in Timo Meier, and maybe that would 
have been the more impactful move over the longer term, but I absolutely 
love Friday night’s trade as far as addressing some needs in the here 
and now. 

I get that spending a first-round pick on pending unrestricted free agent 
Nick Foligno didn’t pan out a few years ago, and maybe it did make 
Dubas a bit reticent to go down that path again. But in O’Reilly, you’re 
getting the 2019 playoff MVP, so when that tightness returns come the 
first round for a team trying to shed its playoff demons, there’s a guy in 
your dressing room you know embraces the postseason stage. 

And who knows? Maybe it’s not a rental situation. I’m told Toronto would 
have been on O’Reilly’s short list of teams for July 1. Now he gets to try 
them on for size. Wouldn’t surprise me if there’s mutual interest in 
chatting after the season. 

Getting Noel Acciari as part of the trade is also important. The Leafs 
needed that element in their bottom six. 

My sense is the Leafs will now try to find a piece for the blue line, and 
they’ve still got lots of time to work on that ahead of March 3. 

NHL trade grades with @eduhatschek 

The Leafs take a big swing on Ryan O'Reilly that's not without risk given 
the season he's having. Can he be the missing piece that takes them to 
the next level?https://t.co/jdIVUOnohM 

— dom   (@domluszczyszyn) February 18, 2023 

What did others around the league think of the move? Just last week, I 
reached out to rival front-office executives, asking them what they would 
do at the deadline if they were in Dubas’ shoes. A few of them mentioned 
O’Reilly specifically as a target. 

I figured it was only fair then to go back to some of those executives, plus 
a few new ones, to get their takes on how it went down, the cost and 
what could come next. Here’s what they had to say. 

(Note: Some responses been edited lightly for clarity.) 

Front-office exec No. 1 

Good trade … made Toronto better. They added a proven winner and a 
top-six talent who can play wing or center in O’Reilly and added a good 
bottom-six center in Acciari. Acciari has good playoff experience, as well. 
Both players will add more grit to the lineup. 

Front-office exec No. 2 
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Good for both teams. O’Reilly clearly isn’t quite what he used to be, but 
come playoff time … he’s a gamer and I’m sure he’ll step up in big 
situations. Adding that type of leadership for that team is important. 

Front-office exec No. 3 

Kind of goes against their (up-tempo) identity but guess they feel his 
intangibles are worth it. Faceoffs, grit, playoff experience. 

They still don’t have anyone to push back when other teams come after 
their top guys. Will be interesting to see how it plays out in the playoffs … 

Front-office exec No. 4 

Obviously they feel their time is now and went all in. Makes sense given 
where their roster is, with Auston Matthews’ situation, etc. (Matthews is 
eligible to become an unrestricted free agent after next season.) 
Everyone knows they have to win a playoff round this year or changes 
will be made. 

They’ve given up a lot of draft capital, but I understand the rationale. I 
also like the message it sends to the room. 

Still don’t love the goaltending, though. 

Front-office exec No. 5 

It’s a really good move for them. They recognized their biggest need and 
prioritized filling it. 

Front-office exec No. 6 

They paid a steep price, but Kyle is going for it and has always coveted 
high-character individuals. You don’t get much better than O’Reilly in that 
department. Acciari is being forgotten here in this deal and is another 
good depth move for Toronto. I’m even more intrigued to watch Toronto 
and Tampa Bay now in the first round. 

Front-office exec No. 7 

I was a bit surprised, to be honest. Not that you don’t like to add a Ryan 
O’Reilly, with his pedigree, but I was still thinking a top-six winger and/or 
defender fit the bill more for them. Maybe they’re not done, but they did 
use up a good amount of currency here. 

‘A bit of a shock’: The Ryan O’Reilly trade … 

– Was he offered a contract by the Blues? 

– How excited is he to go to Toronto? 

– Would he consider re-signing with the Blues in the summer? 

– What’s next for the Blues? 

STORY https://t.co/suFaTl21Zw 

— Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) February 18, 2023 

My final take? There’s so little downside for the Leafs in this trade. 

That first-round pick wasn’t going to help them for five years. I 
understand the argument that the NHL playoffs are too random to spend 
big on when you’ll still be in a flip-of-the-coin series with Tampa Bay in 
the first round (not to mention Boston potentially in the second), but if 
you’re Dubas, you owe it to this Leafs team to give it its best possible 
shot. 

If the Leafs lose again in the first round, there could be massive changes 
throughout the organization. If I’m Dubas, I want to go down swinging. 

Friday’s trade was impressive in every way for the Leafs. I get how it’s 
going to feel for some Leafs fans if their team loses again in the opening 
round and heads to the draft once again without a first-round pick. But 
there’s a last-stand feel to this season. They need to be all-in in every 
way. And Friday’s trade is all about that. 
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‘A bit of shock’: Why the Blues traded Ryan O’Reilly now — and what 
comes next 

 

Jeremy Rutherford  

 

ST. LOUIS — “I just feel like there’s still time to get in and show that we 
can win here and that we are close.” 

That’s what the Blues’ Ryan O’Reilly told The Athletic in an interview on 
Jan. 26. He was out with a broken foot and wouldn’t return to the lineup 
until two weeks later on Feb. 11. When he did, he had a point in each of 
the Blues’ next three games, and they went 3-0, pulling within six points 
of a playoff spot. 

The competitive captain will never find out if it could have happened. 

Late Friday night, St. Louis traded O’Reilly and Noel Acciari to Toronto in 
a deal that needed a third team, Minnesota, to help accommodate the 
salary-cap ramifications. The Blues received the Maple Leafs’ first-round 
pick in 2023, a second-round pick in 2024, a third-round pick in 2023 that 
previously belonged to Ottawa, along with forwards Mikhail Abramov and 
Adam Gaudette. 

They retained 50 percent of O’Reilly’s salary, which is the maximum 
allowed, and the Wild covered another 25 percent for a fourth-round pick 
from the Leafs. 

TRADE ALERT: We've traded Ryan O'Reilly and Noel Acciari to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs in exchange for a first, second and third-round draft 
pick, Mikhail Abramov and Adam Gaudette. #stlblues 

O’Reilly learned about the trade in a phone call from Blues general 
manager Doug Armstrong around 9 p.m. CT, and while those close to 
him acknowledged that he was prepared for it, one said there was still “a 
bit of shock” because O’Reilly thought there might be a little more runway 
with seven games left before the NHL trade deadline March 3, and the 
team still in striking distance. 

Why did the Blues make the move now? Was O’Reilly ever offered a 
contract to stay in St. Louis? Is he excited to be headed to Toronto, not 
far from where was born in Clinton, Ontario? Would he consider coming 
back to the Blues, the club he led to the city’s first Stanley Cup in 2019? 
And what’s next for the Blues, after the departure of another face-of-the-
franchise type figure? 

Here’s what we know about those questions and more. 

When the Blues dealt Vladimir Tarasenko to the New York Rangers on 
Feb. 9, Armstrong acknowledged he made the move three weeks before 
the deadline, in part, because of the risk of injury. That could be the case, 
too, with O’Reilly, who is coming off a broken foot that caused him to 
miss about six weeks. 

But the timing of the deal with Toronto is curious for the fact that the 
Blues are riding a three-game winning streak heading into Saturday’s 
game against Colorado. What if they were to beat the Avalanche for a 
fourth straight victory? 

While Armstrong isn’t one to worry much about what others think of his 
plans, or how he executes them, would another win or two cause any 
criticism about further dismantling a team on a hot streak? 

The GM, some believe, has had a plan for some time about which 
direction he wanted to go with the roster in the wake of what Armstrong 
himself called the most disappointing regular season of his managing 
career. That plan included trading O’Reilly before the deadline, even 
though the two sides had discussions recently on a possible contract 
extension. 
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“Yeah, we’re starting to get a little dialogue going,” O’Reilly told The 
Athletic a few weeks ago. “I think there will be some talks kind of going 
forward here, but yeah, there’s no timeline or such. That’s kind of all I can 
really give you on that. 

“This is where I want to be. I hope I don’t get moved, but I think things will 
probably progress, especially with the deadline coming up and the talks 
with that. We’ll see how it goes. We’re starting to get into that.” 

But those talks never progressed. 

On Tuesday, O’Reilly’s agent, Pat Morris of Newport Sports 
Management, flew to St. Louis to meet with O’Reilly and his wife, Dayna, 
presumably to prepare for a potential trade. He did not have a no-trade 
clause in his contract, which he signed with Buffalo prior to his 2018 
arrival in St. Louis. 

Behind the trade: Ryan O’Reilly, Tage Thompson and hockey’s ultimate 
win-win deal. #stlblues https://t.co/pK8RzB3BPb 

— Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) February 16, 2023 

In the last 48 hours, the possibility of O’Reilly being moved seemed to be 
increasing, and Toronto was among “multiple teams” that expressed 
interest in him. With trade candidates around the league, including 
Arizona’s Jakob Chychrun and Columbus’ Vladislav Gavrikov sitting out 
to avoid the risk of injury, it’s believed that O’Reilly would not have 
wanted to miss any games for that reason. 

It never came down to that, as St. Louis and Toronto were nearing a deal 
on Friday. 

Again, O’Reilly did not possess a no-trade clause, so Armstrong wasn’t 
required to get his approval on a deal. But similar to how confident the 
GM was that Tarasenko would waive his clause to go to New York, 
Armstrong accurately assumed O’Reilly would relish playing in Toronto. 

The Blues would not have limited their trading partners to a place that 
O’Reilly would have been happy with, but it would make sense for them 
to take the best offer available, and feel confident that, with it being the 
Maple Leafs, he would have no issues. 

In fact, O’Reilly was said to be excited when finding out Friday night that 
he was headed to Toronto. He wanted to be at Scotiabank Arena for the 
morning skate on Saturday, and he is expected to play in their game later 
tonight against Montreal. 

There was no word of a contract extension between the pending UFA 
and the Maple Leafs, so unless re-signed, he’ll be back on the market 
this offseason. 

As for whether O’Reilly would rejoin the Blues in the summer, yes, there 
would be interest on his part, but that remains to be seen with the Blues. 
Granted, they received a sizable package in return Friday, but if a 
decision was made to step toward the future with young players, such as 
Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou, the club may not have any interest in 
re-signing O’Reilly. 

Athletic subscribers: NHL trade grades from @eduhatschek and 
@domluszczyszyn – Maple Leafs get Ryan O’Reilly, their possible 
‘missing piece’ https://t.co/KiIDnzpt5I #stlblues 

— Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) February 18, 2023 

So what’s next for the Blues? 

They’ve now traded O’Reilly and Tarasenko in the span of a week, along 
with Acciari in the Toronto deal and defenseman Niko Mikkola in the 
package with Tarasenko. That leaves just two pending UFAs: Ivan 
Barbashev and Thomas Greiss. 

There was speculation Friday that Barbashev might have been included 
in the O’Reilly trade, but if Armstrong believes he can get a first-round 
pick in a trade for Barbashev, which it seems he does, then including him 
in the O’Reilly trade wouldn’t have made sense. 

What is obvious is that the Blues are intent on accruing as many draft 
picks as possible, and a few extra players as well. With first-, second- 
and third-round picks brought into the fold Friday, the team now has 
three first-rounders in 2023 and the potential of a combined 10 in the first 
three rounds of the 2023 and 2024 drafts. 

The logic is that after allowing UFAs, such as Alex Pietrangelo, David 
Perron and others to leave via free agency, and trade away some picks 
to plug in holes, the Blues are looking forward to stuffing the cookie jar 
with picks again. 

But that’s not all. 

There’s been more talk lately about the possibility of the Blues trying to 
move a defenseman with term left on his contract, perhaps Colton 
Parayko, who has seven more years left ($6.5 million AAV). In fact, 
there’s a sense of Armstrong potentially “blowing it up,” which could 
mean quite a few more players. 

There perhaps isn’t anyone, though, that will be as big a loss as O’Reilly, 
who came in and won a Stanley Cup and left on Friday with the belief 
that these Blues could still make the postseason. 
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SNAPSHOTS: If the Senators' players want Dorion to be a buyer, the 
only option is winning 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

All things being equal, the Ottawa Senators would like to make Pierre 
Dorion’s job at the trade deadline as difficult as possible. 

The Senators general manager told reporters Thursday he was open to 
being a buyer or seller going into the National Hockey League trade 
deadline on March 3 at 3 p.m. ET, but losses like the 4-3 overtime 
setback against the last-place Chicago Blackhawks at home on Friday 
night won’t help. 

Not only did the Senators surrender a valuable point in the race for the 
final wildcard playoff spot in the Eastern Conference, but they also let a 
two-goal lead in the final 10 minutes slip away. 

The task won’t be any easier going forward as the Senators play host to 
the St. Louis Blues on Sunday at 2 p.m. 

Sitting seven points back of a playoff spot heading into Saturday’s action, 
the Senators understand that if they have an opponent in that kind of 
hole, they can’t allow them back into the contest. A short-handed goal by 
Sam Lafferty at 10:49 of the third period pulled the Blackhawks within a 
goal and spelled trouble. 

“The top teams in the league find a way to shut you down and not give 
you a sniff,” Senators centre Derick Brassard said Saturday. “I think 
(head coach D.J. Smith) said it best this morning. We won (4-3) against 
Calgary (Monday), and then Hockey Gods kind of evened things out for 
us. 

“In the third period, we were going well until the last 10 minutes, then we 
turned it over, and you may be learning how to win, but, at one point, the 
switch has to turn. We’ve just to make the right play, and we know how to 
do it. This just seems to be a mental thing right now. 

“This team, the last few years, has (trailed) a lot, and that might be the 
reason why, when we’re up, have the same mentality as when we’re 
trailing instead of shutting it down and making it hard on them.” 

Smith believes the Senators have to get back to playing better 
defensively. 
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“So much was put into scoring, scoring, scoring, and we’re scoring, but 
we’re giving up too much,” Smith said. “I thought (Friday) the checkers 
worked, and they did what they had to do, but I just didn’t think we were 
good enough away from the puck.” 

The Senators are 6-1-1 in their past eight games and want badly to keep 
pushing for a playoff spot, giving Dorion and the hockey operations 
department pause for thought when it comes to making changes. This 
isn’t an easy time of year, but this group would rather stay together. 

“It’s pretty hard for some of the guys because they have families, and, 
depending on where they’re from, they’ve got kids going to school, so it 
can be a hard time of year,” Brassard said. “I’ve done it a few times: You 
check into a hotel and a lot of times you’re traded to a playoff team, so 
you could be there for a while. Some guys don’t get home to see their 
wives and kids. 

“It’s a distraction, for sure, and everyone has a different contract 
situation, but you can’t control that. We’ve just got to push Pierre to keep 
all the guys, go for a little run and maybe add some players. That’s one 
of the motivations we’ve had the last few weeks.” 

Dorion would be willing to add, but the Senators can’t afford setbacks like 
Friday’s as they prepare for the back-to-back games against St. Louis on 
Sunday and the Boston Bruins on Monday. 

THIS N’ THAT 

Smith changed his forward lines for practice Saturday. Tim Stutzle was in 
the middle between captain Brady Tkachuk and Claude Giroux, while 
Shane Pinto centred Alex DeBrincat and Drake Batherson. That meant 
rookie centre Ridly Greig moved to the third line with Mathieu Joseph and 
Brassard. 

It sounds like winger Austin Watson will return to the lineup Monday from 
illness because the fourth line for practice was Dylan Gambrell with 
Parker Kelly and Tyler Motte. 

“We didn’t play great (Friday), and, as far as the lines, I didn’t think we 
had a lot going on,” Smith said. “That line of Timmy, Brady and (Giroux) 
was one of the best in the league when they were playing together. Not 
to say it will go past (Sunday), but we have the last change at home and 
we’d like to see them out there against the best players.” 

Smith sounded doubtful that netminder Cam Talbot would be ready to 
dress Sunday against the Blues, which means Mads Sogaard and Kevin 
Mandolese may end up splitting the next two games. 

The Blues traded centre and captain Ryan O’Reilly to the Maple Leafs on 
Friday night. 

THE LAST WORDS 

The Blues will have a new look after dealing captain Ryan O’Reilly and 
forward Noel Acciari to the Toronto Maple Leafs late Friday. 

Dealing O’Reilly, who can become an unrestricted free agent July 1, 
wasn’t easy, but the Blues were able to get a first-round pick from the 
Leafs as part of the package. The 32-year-old O’Reilly helped lead the 
Blues to a Stanley Cup in 2019. 

The Blues lost 4-1 at home against the Colorado Avalanche on Saturday. 
They recalled forwards Nikita Alexandrov and Matthew Highmore to suit 
up Sunday. 

“It was a very difficult,” Blues GM Doug Armstrong said Saturday. 
“(O’Reilly) took me on a hell of a ride and I enjoyed every second of it. 
But, in this business, difficult decisions have to be made. I’m not 
surprised at the impact Ryan O’Reilly had here.” 
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GARRIOCH: Deputy commish Bill Daly says Senators' sale price could 
reach $1 billion 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

The Ottawa Senators are a hot commodity with the bidding for the 
franchise about to begin. 

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly, speaking on the Bob McCown 
podcast Friday with co-host John Shannon, told the duo the price tag of 
the Senators could eclipse the $1 billion (all figures U.S.) mark when the 
dust has settled and the sale is closed later this year. 

Asked by McCown if the sale price of the club will surpass $800 million, 
Daly noted with the level of interest since the Senators were officially put 
up for sale the league is confident that will be the case. 

“I think it will exceed ($800 million),” Daly told the podcast. “I would think 
it’s a very possible (it could get to a billion), a real possibility. While 
competition (for the purchase) always helps, the inherent value of owning 
a franchise in the National Hockey League has gone up significantly over 
time.” 

That’s a massive jump from when Melnyk purchased the Ottawa 
Senators and the Canadian Tire Centre in 2003 for $130 million. The club 
was valued at $655 million by Los Angeles-based magazine Sportico in 
November, but we noted at the time that figure wasn’t even close to what 
the club would fetch. 

The level of interest has even been higher than the NHL expected when 
New York-based banker Galatioto Sports Partners (GSP) announced in 
November it would be handling the sale of the Senators for the family of 
late owner Eugene Melnyk. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman stated this month more than 15 groups 
were given permission to enter the data room to get a look at the club’s 
financial statements and a copy of the memorandum of understanding 
with the National Capital Commission for a new rink at LeBreton Flats. 

The price may too rich for some of those given permission to look at the 
books. 

“The proof will be in the pudding as to what the actual bids are,” Daly 
said. “We haven’t really gotten to that point yet. GSP is setting the 
expectations out there, but we’ll see who ultimately steps up at the table.” 

As this newspaper has reported, the first round of bids are due next 
Saturday and that will separate the pretenders from the contenders in 
this process. From there, the sale of the club will heat up and the serious 
buyers will be able to make a second round of bids. 

“We’re about ready to move into that next phase (with bids) and that will 
be several-week process and then we’ll see what bids come in and then 
see where we are that point,” Daly said. 

Daly noted the club may not go to the highest bidder and the owner has 
to be the right fit. 

“You look at all aspects (of potential owners). It’s important to have solid 
ownership with the financial wherewithal and the (right) structure of the 
ownership groups,” Daly said. “There’s also potential synergies with the 
team and the market. Those are all relevant factors. 

“Galatioto Sports Partners, who are running the bidding process, want to 
maximize the value. I think ultimately we’d like to maximize the value and 
we know the club would like to maximize the value. But value has a 
number of ways of being defined. You look at a variety of factors and 
ultimately you pick what’s the best fit.” 

Toronto-based billionaire Michael Andlauer, a part-owner of the Montreal 
Canadiens, along former Pittsburgh Penguins’ investors Jeffrey and 
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Michael Kimel have been listed as the frontrunners since the Melnyk 
family confirmed it was selling the Senators. 

Ryan Reynolds, who has publicly expressed an interest in being part of 
the Ottawa Senators’ new ownership group, has aligned himself with the 
Toronto-based Remington Group. 

But this newspaper reported a new twist Monday night when it confirmed 
Vancouver-born actor Ryan Reynolds has aligned himself with the 
Remington Group. The Toronto-based real estate development 
corporation is one of the largest builders in Ontario and has brought 
together a consortium to bid. 

That decision by the 46-year-old Reynolds caught a lot of observers off 
guard, but he has kept in constant contact with Bettman and Daly 
throughout this process so he didn’t make this decision blindly. 

The league has made it clear to all the bidders in Ottawa they’d like 
Reynolds involved if at all possible. 

“How I try to answer that question is this transaction won’t rise or fall on 
whether Ryan is part of a winning bid,” said Daly. “Having said that, and 
we’ve said it repeatedly, Ryan Reynolds would bring a lot to the table 
here and to have him as part of an NHL ownership team and promoting 
that franchise would be a very positive thing for the National Hockey 
League. 

“It’s not a be-all and end-all but I think it’s a plus-factor.” 

It’s believed the bid for the Senators is being led by Remington Group 
president Christopher Bratty along with several partners, but Reynolds 
would be the face of the Senators’ franchise and would play a key role in 
the decision making for the future of the club. 

“He can bring a number of things but certainly his profile and promotion 
of the sport and the franchise would be very successful,” said Daly. “It 
has been in the soccer world and I think it would be in our world. That’s a 
positive.” 
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Kings handle Ducks in rivalry game that featured ejection of heated 
Pheonix Copley 

 

Eric Stephens 

8-10 minutes 18/02/2023 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Kings and Ducks are on two completely different 
planes in their evolution, and one team took care of business the way it 
should have while the other moved one game closer to what will be a 
highly anticipated NHL Draft lottery. 

The fact that a 29-point standings gulf separates the Southern California 
rivals didn’t take away from an overflow crowd at Honda Center that got 
to see what the Freeway Faceoff should be — a hotly contested game in 
an energized building full of fans on both sides that ESPN deemed 
worthy of putting on its schedule. 

Who knew the most heated competitor of all Friday night would be 
Pheonix Copley, a 30-year-old longtime American Hockey League goalie 
who’s become their go-to in net and who unleashed a side of himself 
perhaps none of the Kings have seen? His mild manner and low-key 
nature disappeared after Anaheim’s Frank Vatrano snuck in a left-hand 
punch to his head. Emerging was an enraged netminder ready to take on 
anyone — including Ducks goalie John Gibson — and getting tossed by 
referee Steve Kozari as a blow-up between the teams developed in the 
second period’s final minute. 

The Kings, who shook off a couple of Anaheim rallies, were reveling 
about their goalie entering an altered state after their 6-3 win Friday 
night. 

“We love it,” defenseman Drew Doughty said. “It’s great to see. I was 
happy that everyone on the ice stood up for him. When he got kicked out, 
the first thing we were saying is we’ll still get this win for you. We’ll kill this 
penalty. We were not worried at all.” 

Copley didn’t get to improve on his 17-3-1 record, picking up a match 
penalty for throwing right hands toward Vatrano with his blocker pad still 
on even as Kings teammate Mikey Anderson was stuck in between. But 
before Kozari pointed him to the L.A. dressing room, the Alaskan-born 
goalie with the candy cane tribute to his hometown of North Pole on his 
mask tried to get at other Ducks. 

One was Gibson, who skated to center ice and slammed his stick twice 
before dropping it. Whether it was him or Copley that issued the 
challenge, Kozari wouldn’t allow the goalie bout that would have lit up not 
only the packed arena but probably all of Hockey Twitter. 

“Just skated up,” Gibson said. “Ref said I’m not going to let you guys 
fight. Skated back to my net.” 

Copley slipped out of the Kings’ locker room as coach Todd McLellan 
was about to have his news conference. During his unexpected turn as 
L.A.’s goalie since coming up from the minors in early December, the 
journeyman with just 54 NHL games across 10 pro seasons has given 
his team quiet stability befitting his demeanor. 

Watching him go off instead of Jonathan Quick, who has never been shy 
about sticking his nose in an animated scrum, was something for his 
teammates to behold. 

“He’s a pretty mellow guy, so I assumed someone did something to him 
that he didn’t like,” Kings winger Trevor Moore said. “I didn’t see what 
happened. Apparently, he got a shot. Copley’s a pretty respectful guy, so 
I’m sure someone did something to him to make him act like that.” 

That someone was Vatrano. There are often two sides to a hockey 
scuffle, and the Ducks winger didn’t see Copley as an innocent party. 

“He starts the whole thing at the TV timeout, pushing (Trevor) Zegras,” 
Vatrano said. “So, I let him know I was there. That was pretty much it.” 

Anaheim coach Dallas Eakins, whose team is enduring a lost season 
amid a significant rebuild, had no issue with Gibson making his way 
toward the fray. 

“I was glad he (Gibson) was. Frank’s on the ice,” Eakins said. “He’s 
already got one of the Kings on him and the other goalie (Copley) is on 
top, blasting him with his blocker. Then blasting him with his fist. I’ve got 
no problem with that at all. 

“The one thing our guys have done is they have stuck together. They’ve 
been resilient. I would expect nothing less than Gibby coming on up 
there.” 

The Ducks (17-33-6) have only pride to play for, and that’s been tough in 
a four-game losing streak where the league’s most-scored-upon team 
has given up 28 goals. The Kings, who are done with the rebuilding thing, 
are in a different space. Every game matters. Friday mattered. 
Saturday’s home contest against Arizona will matter. 

This is how it is when you’re in a fight for the Pacific Division title where 
they, Vegas, Seattle and Edmonton are separated by just four points. 

“Obviously, you get excited to play every game,” said Adrian Kempe, who 
stayed hot with his eighth goal in a four-game goal streak and has a 
team-leading 28 on the season. “Everything is on the line. We know we 
got to win these couple games for sure. Coming into tomorrow on the 
back-to-back, that’s a game we feel like we are good enough to beat 
(Arizona) and we should play good enough to win those games. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 19, 2023 

 

“This is the most fun stretch coming down here before the playoffs. We 
really got to dial it in there for the last 20-something games and keep 
playing the way we’ve been playing the last couple of weeks.” 

The Kings (31-18-7) have won three straight coming out of the All-Star 
break by a combined 17-5 score. On Friday, they converted three of four 
power plays while limiting the Ducks to a Mason McTavish goal during 
Copley’s five-minute major penalty. It isn’t just the big guns like Kempe, 
Anze Kopitar and Kevin Fiala that are scoring. Viktor Arvidsson got two, 
and Blake Lizotte started the offensive attack in a game they never 
trailed. 

McLellan is facing some tough lineup decisions as his team gets healthy. 
Gabriel Vilardi returned for his first game since Jan. 14. It meant Jaret 
Anderson-Dolan, who has been effective wherever he’s been, was 
scratched for the first time in three months. It’s a good problem the coach 
has. 

“Maybe it’s fair, maybe it’s not fair,” Kempe said. “But I think the group is 
really tight right now. I think we’re all happy that we’re playing well. Either 
you’re in the lineup or you’re not. I think everybody contributes a lot, 
especially in the locker room and stuff like that. That’s why we’re playing 
well right now, too. I think the chemistry is really good.” 

Another development out of Friday night was Quick coming in to finish for 
the departed Copley. He’s a Kings legend, but it has been a tough year 
for the 37-year-old goalie now handling backup duties. He stopped eight 
of the 10 shots he faced in just over 20 minutes. 

“There’s probably nobody else we’d rather have going in that situation,” 
McLellan said. “A guy that’s played as many games as he has. Played in 
this building many, many times in big nights. Came in unexpectedly and 
did a really, really good job. I believe he was the winning goaltender 
tonight, which is great. We needed that for him. He needed that for him.” 

Also welcomed was a Kings-Ducks matchup that got the fans going even 
if one team won’t be in the playoff picture. It’s a crime that there are only 
three meetings, with the final one coming April 13 to end the regular 
season. Moore, whose oft-repeated reference as a native of suburban 
Thousand Oaks has become a running joke, grew up on the rivalry. “You 
see (Ryan) Getzlaf versus Kopitar all those years,” he said. “It’s special. 
It’s fun to be part of.” 

“I don’t think we should expect anything less,” McLellan said. “Every 
team is in a different situation. Four years ago, when I got here, we were 
probably the Ducks and Corey Perry and Ryan Getzlaf were still here 
scoring goals. And every team has their timeline and their plan. It doesn’t 
change the rivalry. It doesn’t take Anaheim or L.A. off the map and move 
them to another state or another country. 

“We’re still down the road and the fans know that too. It was full building. 
An excited building. You could feel it on the bench anyhow.” 

Said Gibson: “It sounded loud. A lot of Kings fans, that’s for sure.” 

One goalie didn’t stick around until the very end. It wasn’t the one you 
would imagine. And Doughty got a kick out of an unlikely hero continuing 
to endear himself to a fan base. 

“I was hoping the linesman would just let them go,” he said. “I would have 
loved to see that. But Copper’s been playing awesome for us. We don’t 
need him getting injured.” 
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NHL playoff tiers and buyer/seller 3.0: Where all 32 teams stand two 
weeks ahead of the trade deadline 

 

Scott Powers, Joshua Kloke, Aaron Portzline, Max Bultman, Corey 
Masisak, Arpon Basu, Michael Russo, Charlie O'Connor, Jeremy 
Rutherford, Eric Duhatschek, Kevin Kurz, Murat Ates, Arthur Staple, 
Shayna Goldman, Joe Smith, Fluto Shinzawa, Saad Yousuf, Eric 
Stephens, Matthew Fairburn, Tarik El-Bashir, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, 
Mark Lazerus, Jesse Granger, Rob Rossi, Harman Dayal, Sean Gentille, 
Peter Baugh, Joe Rexrode, Ian Mendes, Julian McKenzie, Cory Lavalette 

 

The NHL trade deadline is less than two weeks away, and it’s time for 
teams to make the call: buy or sell? 

For some, the moves are already flying or the decision is a formality and 
the trades a matter of time. For others, every win, loss and injury on the 
way to March 3 will be a factor. 

Which teams fall in which category? To survey the field, The Athletic 
asked the writers who know each of the NHL’s 32 teams best two 
questions: 1) How confident are you in the team’s playoff chances? And 
2) Will the team be a buyer or a seller at the deadline? 

Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: A sell-off for the second straight spring should be part of the 
Ducks’ plan, but they’ve got to hope there will be interested parties in 
those they’re willing to part with. John Klingberg has been a major 
disappointment. Dmitry Kulikov and Kevin Shattenkirk are two other 
veteran defensemen on expiring contracts who haven’t distinguished 
themselves. But you’d imagine Ducks general manager Pat Verbeek will 
try to get the best return he can on one or all. Someone who could be of 
good value is versatile forward Adam Henrique, who has 19 goals and 
has been the Ducks’ most consistent player. Young forward Max Comtois 
has struggled to find his footing since his rookie season and could use a 
change of scenery. — Eric Stephens 

Adam Henrique hasn't been to the playoffs since his first season with the 
#NHLDucks. The veteran versatile forward has viability for a contender. 
Why he could be traded and why he couldn't, plus some teams that 
should kick the tires.https://t.co/Gcab1zEkEJ 

— Eric Stephens (@icemancometh) February 15, 2023 

Arizona Coyotes 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: The Arizona blueprint is clear: The Coyotes are in a full-blown 
rebuild, with the goal of adding draft choices and/or high-end prospects in 
the hopes of turning a corner about three years down the road. — Eric 
Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: The Bruins are still the team to beat. It’s difficult to see them 
having a better chance of winning in the years to come. Also, the futures 
of Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci are unknown. They’re interested in 
making a big splash, and history shows what they’re capable of this time 
of year. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Ryan Donato. Axel Andersson. Anders Bjork. 

At the deadline, Don Sweeney has mastered the art of trading mid-tier 
prospects for consequential reinforcements. https://t.co/pYhkfgIEOU 

— Fluto Shinzawa (@FlutoShinzawa) February 16, 2023 
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Buffalo Sabres 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Sabres should be able to hang around on the playoff 
bubble until the trade deadline, but how close they are could determine 
how willing a buyer general manager Kevyn Adams will be. Buffalo isn’t 
yet in a position to be trading future assets for a short-term rental. But 
Adams could look to add a cheaper veteran if the Sabres are pushing 
closer to a wild-card spot. — Matthew Fairburn 

“You can’t fast-forward,” Kevyn Adams said. 

How should the Sabres handle the NHL trade deadline? They're in a 
trickier spot than some, but here's why I think it's not necessary for 
Adams to be an aggressive buyer over the next month 
@TheAthleticNHL: https://t.co/wO9nDyD4cT 

— Matthew Fairburn (@MatthewFairburn) February 10, 2023 

Calgary Flames 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Flames’ goal at the beginning of the season was to make 
the playoffs, and despite their underwhelming play at times, they remain 
in the hunt. The team’s need for a goal scorer has been apparent all 
season, and with Oliver Kylington still out, the Flames could use another 
defenseman, too. The high costs, and their own performance, will likely 
keep them from being aggressive buyers, but it’s hard to see them not 
buying if they’re still hanging onto a playoff spot by a thread come early 
March. — Julian McKenzie 

So, I know a few people want the Flames to stand pat at the deadline. 
But maybe (like me) you think they'll be active in some capacity, we want 
your trade proposals. Whether you think they're buying or 
selling.@TheAthleticNHL https://t.co/my1SQYb2H8 

— Julian McKenzie (@jkamckenzie) February 13, 2023 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Hurricanes are among the legitimate favorites and have 
the cap space (more than $10 million, thanks to long-term injured 
reserve) to go after any player they choose. Carolina will be smart — it 
won’t give up prime assets for a rental — but should be active and, per 
usual, inquiring about anyone and everyone. — Cory Lavalette 

For @TheAthletic: We know the Hurricanes prefer to trade for players 
with term. So who are some options if they go off the beaten path to 
acquire a forward?https://t.co/598fp4s0M6 

— Cory Lavalette (@corylav) February 16, 2023 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: The Blackhawks are the same as they ever were this season. 
Their roster was constructed to miss the playoffs and give them a shot at 
Connor Bedard and also to maximize potential trade value at the 
deadline. The first part is going according to plan. We’ll see with the 
second part in the coming weeks, but the Blackhawks could potentially 
trade away a number of players. No one is off limits. — Scott Powers and 
Mark Lazerus 

The Stars could be in the mix for Patrick Kane in the coming weeks. 
@SaadYousuf126, @MarkLazerus and I examine why the trade could 

make sense and what Dallas could offer Chicago. 
https://t.co/PkO6EppaAA 

— Scott Powers (@ByScottPowers) February 14, 2023 

Colorado Avalanche 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Avalanche won the Stanley Cup in 2022, and most of their 
core is intact. They’ve been bitten by injuries this season, which has 
prevented them from being comfortably in a playoff spot, but they are still 
a team no one would be excited to face come the postseason. The team 
could use more goal scorers, and it still hasn’t replaced Nazem Kadri as 
the second-line center. — Peter Baugh 

Added some new names to the third addition of the pre-deadline #Avs 
trade board: https://t.co/3FeNMcMK9Q 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) February 16, 2023 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: It seems as if the Blue Jackets have been playing out the string 
since the third week of the season. Honestly, the trade deadline and the 
draft lottery have been the two most-anticipated dates for a long time 
now. Clearly, defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov will be on the move. To 
protect their top trade asset, the Blue Jackets have made him a healthy 
scratch while they try to get a deal finalized. Two other prominent UFAs 
— goaltender Joonas Korpisalo and right winger Gustav Nyquist — are 
on the trade block, too, though Nyquist has a shoulder injury that will 
keep him out until late in the regular season. How aggressive does 
general manager Jarmo Kekalainen want to be? We’re guessing plenty, 
and if he gets a fair offer for Patrik Laine, Jack Roslovic and others, they 
could be on the move, too. — Aaron Portzline 

The Athletic: It’s no longer a question of whether #CBJ D Vladislav 
Gavrikov will be traded, but when and where he’s going. We look at 
seven options: Boston, Buffalo, Dallas, Edmonton, Los Angeles, Toronto 
and Washington.https://t.co/plq5jgFnFz 

— Aaron Portzline (@Aportzline) February 15, 2023 

Dallas Stars 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Stars’ situation has never been clearer than it is right now. 
They’re floating atop the Western Conference but are coming off some 
close losses to Eastern Conference powerhouses. Their current standing 
shows that they are certainly a playoff team but also that they will need 
some reinforcements if they’re thinking Stanley Cup. — Saad Yousuf 

Dallas Stars trade tiers: Ranking the entire organization, from discussion 
pieces to untouchableshttps://t.co/LrwRsdtck1 

— Saad Yousuf (@SaadYousuf126) February 10, 2023 

Detroit Red Wings 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Credit to the Red Wings, their current five-game winning streak 
has put the playoffs back within shouting distance. Through Thursday, 
they’re two points back of the Eastern Conference’s last wild-card spot 
with three games in hand. The only problem is that there are other teams 
in that mix as well. Making the playoffs would not just mean catching the 
Capitals but also outracing the Islanders, Panthers and Sabres. Detroit’s 
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looked quite good since the All-Star break, with Dylan Larkin in particular 
playing lights out. But making the playoffs still looks like it will be a battle, 
given the competition, which means Detroit will still need to get what it 
can for some pending UFAs. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: If not for being in salary-cap hell, the Oilers would definitely be 
an aggressive buyer. Maybe they still will be. After all, they’ve been 
linked to every defenseman on the market and several forwards, too. And 
why not? They’re the defending Western Conference finalists, they have 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl (among others), and they’ve 
appeared to turn a corner this season. The time to push ahead is now. 
The only uncertainty is how much general manager Ken Holland will 
really be able to accomplish. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Is Jesse Puljujarvi about to hit the waiver wire? Will the Oilers defence be 
upgraded? How will the roster be lean yet improved? Are Dylan Holloway 
and Philip Broberg untouchables? 

For the answers to these queries and more, read my Q&A with Ken 
Holland.https://t.co/sSIKzDXqsC 

— Daniel Nugent-Bowman (@DNBsports) February 9, 2023 

Florida Panthers 

Playoff tier: Long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Panthers’ situation looks better than it actually is; when you 
look at points percentage, they’re sixth in the wild-card standings through 
Thursday, behind even the Sabres and Red Wings. They’re also too 
capped out to activate Anthony Duclair from long-term injured reserve, so 
we have them as a seller by default. They have no choice but to try, 
though, since Montreal has their first-round pick. Sergei Bobrovsky’s 
recent upturn gives them some hope, but there are too many teams 
ahead of them to make them anything but a long shot. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Kings haven’t thrown cold water on the reports that they’re 
after Jakob Chychrun, and they like the idea of getting a 24-year-old left-
shot defenseman to put in their top four for two more seasons beyond 
this one. While Pheonix Copley has gotten the job done, L.A. could still 
be checking in on available netminders if it loses confidence in the 30-
year-old Alaskan. Blake Lizotte has been very good, but another bottom-
six center as a rental might be something to keep in mind for the playoffs 
as well. General manager Rob Blake isn’t trading top prospect Brandt 
Clarke, though, and he has no desire to carve up his roster that’s battling 
for a Pacific Division title. — Eric Stephens 

With the persistent rumblings of possibly acquiring Jakob Chychrun, is 
now the time for #LAKings to make a big in-season 
move?https://t.co/QN8ZClDzWy 

— Eric Stephens (@icemancometh) February 16, 2023 

Minnesota Wild 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Bill Guerin has been consistent that the Wild are not ready to 
spend first-round picks and top prospects for rentals. Through Thursday, 
they were 3-7-1 in their past 11 games. They’ve been feeble offensively 
and don’t give much confidence that they’re going to win a round, let 

alone go on a long run. It’s more likely the Wild use their cap space 
(currently $12.5 million) to be third-party conduits or take on bad 
contracts while maybe selling off some of their players. — Michael Russo 

#mnwild trade tracker: Bill Guerin talks deadline plans and Rossi, plus 
the latest on Dumba, Greenway, Boeser and more 

By @JoeSmithNHL and me 

 MEATY  https://t.co/D28Do17gG3 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) February 9, 2023 

Montreal Canadiens 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Canadiens general manager Kent Hughes would love to be in 
the category of “aggressive seller,” but the reality is there isn’t much of a 
market for what he’s selling. Sean Monahan is expected back soon, but 
he’s missed more than two months and his value has cratered as a 
result. Joel Edmundson is someone Hughes would be interested in 
moving at the right price, but he’s hurt too. Hughes will likely have to be 
content with some minor moves this year after a home run deadline last 
year. Veteran forward Evgenii Dadonov is the most likely to go. — Arpon 
Basu 

A little more than two weeks out from the trade deadline, what I'm 
hearing on how the Canadiens will handle what is frankly a depressed 
market for what they are selling: https://t.co/FbZRbRpQK4 

— Arpon Basu (@ArponBasu) February 16, 2023 

Nashville Predators 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Preds general manager David Poile is on the record that his 
team won’t be a buyer at the deadline, and he hasn’t ruled out being a 
seller. But will Poile have the stomach to move any significant players — 
such as Mattias Ekholm or Nino Niederreiter — if the Preds aren’t all but 
mathematically out of it at the deadline? If they’re still on the fringe of the 
hunt, Poile is most likely to stand pat. — Joe Rexrode 

If the Predators fall out of it, all bets are off ahead of the deadline. Plus, 
the Timo Meier market and more NHL trade rumblings. My weekend 
piece: 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/Q2GpcE4mWS 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) February 17, 2023 

New Jersey Devils 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: It’s been well-documented that the Devils are a favorite in the 
Timo Meier race, so the expectation is that they’re going to be an 
aggressive buyer at the deadline. But if they can’t add Meier, and it’s a 
big ‘if’ considering how interested other teams are, then they absolutely 
move down a tier to simply being a buyer. This team probably still adds a 
winger, but probably one of the middle-six variety. — Shayna Goldman 

Devils trade board: analyzing some of the available winger options the 
team could add at the deadline https://t.co/DTT2l7IjW0 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) February 9, 2023 

New York Islanders 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
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Analysis: It’s possible that general manager Lou Lamoriello hasn’t 
decided what he wants to do just yet, as the Islanders have been only so-
so since they “bought” Bo Horvat. Evidence continues to mount that while 
Horvat has helped, the team is still several pieces away from being a 
contender. If the Islanders can’t secure some wins in the coming weeks 
— while navigating what is a difficult stretch of games for the rest of 
February — it’s entirely possible that Lamoriello tries to sell off some of 
the team’s spare parts with an eye on next season. — Kevin Kurz 

The Islanders were hoping to pair Bo Horvat with a healthy defense core, 
but successive defeats have seen them surrender points they can ill-
afford to lose. 

Which brings us to the upcoming trade deadline, writes 
@KKurzNHL.https://t.co/DAEJeRodKX 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 13, 2023 

New York Rangers 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Well, they already bought. Of the teams solidly in playoff 
position, the Rangers jumped first, picking up Vladimir Tarasenko and 
Niko Mikkola from the Blues a week ago. There may be another small 
add before March 3, and general manager Chris Drury is open to offers 
for 2018 first-rounder Vitali Kravtsov, but the major move is done. — 
Arthur Staple 

How the Rangers’ trade for Vladimir Tarasenko came to fruition and why 
the deal happened now 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/FoZechKOk2 

— Arthur Staple (@StapeAthletic) February 9, 2023 

Ottawa Senators 

Playoff tier: Long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: It’s really tough to put the Senators in a box here. Winning six 
of their past eight games has altered the perception of what the Senators 
might do. And on Thursday, general manager Pierre Dorion openly 
admitted their status is up in the air right now. “I think everyone is 
wondering, ‘Are we a buyer or a seller?’ Let’s see where these next 
seven games take us,” Dorion said. “We have a plan in place if we are 
going to be a buyer. If we are going to be a seller. We might also be 
standing pat.” So take it directly from the GM. We’re two weeks away 
from the trade deadline and the Senators could still go in a number of 
directions. — Ian Mendes 

My key takeaways from Pierre Dorion’s press conference. 

• Are the Sens buyers or sellers? 

• Alex DeBricat update — and an explainer of Dorion’s Chipotle joke. 

• How sale of team is affecting deadline plans 

• Hamonic, Talbot, Troy Mann & more. https://t.co/PSpKRTImvQ 

— Ian Mendes (@ian_mendes) February 16, 2023 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Flyers are nine points out of a playoff spot. Their coach is 
sending out letters to season ticket holders telling them it’s just the “first 
step” in the team’s planned return to contention. The organization is 
giving those same ticket holders all of their April games essentially for 
free. Yeah, the Flyers are gearing up to sell. Maybe it won’t be a full 

“tear-it-all-down, everything-must-go” sell, but they’re going to be 
shopping their expiring contracts at the very least. — Charlie O’Connor 

Yesterday, the Flyers announced their 3 home games in April would be 
"free" to season ticket holders who renew for 2023-24. 

The implicit admission? April won't matter. In no small part because PHI 
will sell at the Mar 3 deadline. 

So who might they sell?https://t.co/DMJjgYrGTY 

— Charlie O'Connor (@charlieo_conn) February 8, 2023 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Pittsburgh is extremely cap-strapped and lacks assets to offer 
trade partners. However, with Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin having 
played every game this season, general manager Ron Hextall must take 
a stab at improving his club. Hextall doesn’t want to surrender his first-
round pick, but he may have no choice — especially if it means 
upgrading a third line that has been a black hole the entire season. — 
Rob Rossi 

Since the All-Star break, Pittsburgh has done well to solidify its playoff 
positioning. 

Penguins GM Ron Hextall has a good track record of acquiring valuable 
pieces at the deadline, but waiting until then this year would be a 
mistake. 

  @Real_RobRossihttps://t.co/S14kiNBCbg 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) February 16, 2023 

San Jose Sharks 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: The Sharks are going to miss the playoffs for the fourth straight 
season, but first-year GM Mike Grier has the opportunity (and job 
security) to change the course of the franchise. It might not look like a 
wholesale, tear-it-down-to-the-studs rebuild that other clubs have 
authored, but just trading Timo Meier will be a drastic shift for the 
organization. Others are likely to be on their way out as well, though the 
other big name (Erik Karlsson) might not be on the move until the 
offseason. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Pacific Division race is too close to call any team a perfect 
lock, but the Kraken are obviously a very good bet. They’ll have to find a 
way to replace Andre Burakovsky’s production, though. For as deep as 
they are, losing the small bits of star power they have can be damaging. 
So while Seattle isn’t going all in and probably maintains its focus on the 
big picture, adding another forward with scoring pop may have become a 
bigger priority, considering the injury. — Shayna Goldman 

The Seattle Kraken have three second-round picks this year at their 
disposal. But Ron Francis has to weigh this season's success within the 
longer-term plan. In my latest for @TheAthletic, my chat with the Kraken 
GM ahead of the trade deadline: https://t.co/x1PhP5XiCI 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) February 9, 2023 

St. Louis Blues 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 
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Analysis: The Blues have been playing better since the All-Star break 
and are within striking distance of a wild-card spot, but general manager 
Doug Armstrong has already shown his hand, trading first Vladimir 
Tarasenko and then, late Friday, Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari. Ivan 
Barbashev is the big piece left to move. — Jeremy Rutherford 

NHL trade grades with @eduhatschek 

The Leafs take a big swing on Ryan O'Reilly that's not without risk given 
the season he's having. Can he be the missing piece that takes them to 
the next level?https://t.co/jdIVUOnohM 

— dom   (@domluszczyszyn) February 18, 2023 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: The Lightning are rolling and look primed to make another run. 
They sense this is a special moment in their championship arc — 
attempting to reach their fourth straight Cup final. So general manager 
Julien BriseBois said he’d do anything in his power to give this group a 
chance for another “magical” ride. They don’t have the capital (no first-
rounders for the next two years) or cap space (likely need a dollar-for-
dollar deal or salary retention). But don’t rule Tampa Bay out in making 
another sneaky deadline deal, like Nick Paul a year ago. — Joe Smith 

Julien BriseBois won’t let himself be influenced by what the Bruins or 
Leafs do. The Lightning GM has got to stick to his own plan for the trade 
deadline, which is to add again, albeit with more limited assets. My latest: 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/Wjw1McNha2 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) January 25, 2023 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: Late Friday evening, Kyle Dubas and the Leafs dug their feet in 
and became “Aggressive buyers” with the move for Ryan O’Reilly and 
Noel Acciari, giving up four draft picks, including a first-rounder, plus two 
AHL players. Does that mean they’re done? Probably not, but they’ve 
clearly done most of their shopping. A defenseman who can neutralize 
the opposition cycle game with some physicality still feels like a smart 
option to add, though they’d likely have to ship some money out to make 
that happen. Deadline day itself probably won’t be a remarkably busy 
one for Dubas, but he’s clearly all-in on this team. That could mean 
adding one more piece. — Joshua Kloke 

From one month ago … 

Are Maple Leafs and Ryan O’Reilly a trade fit? Breaking down 
performance, cost and more. #stlblues 

https://t.co/OBnI56Tr6k 

— Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) February 18, 2023 

Vancouver Canucks 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Vancouver got ahead of the market with the Bo Horvat deal but 
still has some players it will consider moving. Luke Schenn is a pending 
unrestricted free agent and probably the biggest decision they have to 
make. Brock Boeser is another player the club would move for the right 
offer. The Canucks need to overhaul things big picture so there aren’t 
many untouchables. — Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Playoff tier: Safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: After a January stumble that put Vegas’ playoff chances in 
question, the Golden Knights seem to have righted the ship and are 
currently a good bet to finish in the Pacific’s top three. If Mark Stone 
misses the rest of the regular season after his second back surgery in 
eight months, it suddenly gives Vegas plenty of available cap space to 
use at the deadline, and the front office has shown it’s not afraid to dive 
deep into long-term injured reserve to improve the team. The Golden 
Knights could use another wing, and there are quite a few expected to be 
available. — Jesse Granger 

Golden Knights potential trade deadline targets 

Tyler Bertuzzi, Ivan Barbashev, a goalie, and 3 others 

On @TheAthleticNHL–https://t.co/Tt61AWlKWr 

— Jesse Granger (@JesseGranger_) February 14, 2023 

Washington Capitals 

Playoff tier: Bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: General manager Brian MacLellan has some tough decisions to 
make, and his team’s inconsistency isn’t helping. Take last weekend, for 
example. The Caps went to Boston and beat the NHL-leading Bruins, 
then came home and lost to the 29th-place Sharks — all in a span of 22 
hours. Here’s the bottom line: If Alex Ovechkin and company stay in the 
hunt between now and the end of the month, MacLellan would probably 
reward their efforts with a rental or two. If they falter, he might put up a 
“for sale” sign for the first time since taking over in 2014. If that’s the 
direction things head in, the team feels it is well-positioned, what with 10 
unrestricted free agents and a prospect pipeline that could use some 
replenishing. — Tarik El-Bashir 

So, about that critical stretch for the #Caps. It begins with a massive 2-1 
win at NHL-leading BOS. They’re back it tomorrow vs. SJS. 
https://t.co/dEfHPc1QZx 

— Tarik El-Bashir (@Tarik_ElBashir) February 11, 2023 

Winnipeg Jets 

Playoff tier: Lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Winnipeg’s playoff spot is approaching “lock” territory, and the 
Jets know this season is unique. The West is wide open, Winnipeg’s 
future with respect to Pierre-Luc Dubois could change this summer, and 
2024 could mean UFA status for Dubois, Connor Hellebuyck, Mark 
Scheifele and Blake Wheeler. Winnipeg has all of the above to contend 
with and cap space to burn; there’s no way the deadline passes without 
an addition (or two). — Murat Ates 

Jets fans often ask about Erik Karlsson and Jakob Chychrun. 

Today we entertain those D as trade targets while zooming in on Luke 
Schenn, Joel Edmundson, and other defencemen from aisles I think 
Winnipeg is more likely to shop: https://t.co/4ZGgCD32kE 

— Murat Ates (@WPGMurat) February 14, 2023 

Starting with Timo Meier and the famous, Conn Smythe winning centers 
and finishing with more affordable names, here are nine trade targets for 
the #NHLJets forward group: https://t.co/B8AdinJ8I8 

— Murat Ates (@WPGMurat) February 11, 2023 

Tiers at a glance 

Playoff tiers and buyers/sellers 2.0, with current points percentage: 
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ESPN / 2023 NHL trade deadline - Grades for every big deal 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The NHL trade deadline (March 3) is still more than three weeks away. 
But big deals are already happening, with the Toronto Maple Leafs 
acquiring center Ryan O'Reilly, the New York Islanders trading for Bo 
Horvat and the New York Rangers bringing in Vladimir Tarasenko. 

We're breaking down and grading all of the biggest moves from now 
through the deadline. 

Feb. 17: Maple Leafs get O'Reilly and Acciari 

The Toronto Maple Leafs acquire center Ryan O'Reilly, forward Noel 
Acciari and forward Josh Pillar; the St. Louis Blues acquire center Mikhail 
Abramov, forward Adam Gaudette, the Leafs' 2023 first-round pick, the 
Ottawa Senators' 2023 second-round pick and Toronto's second-round 
selection in 2024. The Minnesota Wild acquire Toronto's fourth-round 
pick in 2025. St. Louis retained 50% of O'Reilly's salary while Minnesota 
will retain 50% of his remaining salary before trading him to Toronto. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: B 

Any discussion about this trade begins with those nebulous, 
unmeasurable things called "intangibles." 

The Maple Leafs have been eliminated in the opening round of the 
postseason for six consecutive seasons and haven't won a playoff series 
since 2004. O'Reilly, 32, is four seasons removed from winning the 
Stanley Cup with the Blues and winning the Conn Smythe Trophy as 
playoff MVP in the process. 

They can't win in the playoffs. He walks into their dressing room with a 
Stanley Cup ring, a captain's 'C' and a pedigree most of his new 
teammates are still chasing. 

Intangibles are funny: If the Leafs finally get past the first round, it will be 
due to absorption of O'Reilly's playoff savvy, obviously. If the Leafs go 
out in the first round ... well, not even O'Reilly and his ring of power can 
push Toronto into Round 2! What hope do they have? 

Moving on to things that can be measured, O'Reilly adds some 
interesting dimensions to Toronto's lineup. He's an accomplished 
defensive center, winning the Selke Trophy in 2018-19. The Leafs are 
18th in defensive zone faceoffs (49.2%); O'Reilly wins them 52.5% of the 
time. He kills penalties. He's been used as a shutdown center in the 
playoffs, despite playing on the Blues' top line. His defensive game has 
suffered a bit this season -- as almost everyone's underlying numbers 
have in a lost season in St. Louis -- but Toronto is an environment where 
it can flourish again. 

Offensively, O'Reilly's 19 points in 40 games is uncharacteristically low, 
giving him a 1.5 points per 60 minutes average for a player that hasn't 
been under 2.0 points per 60 since 2010-11. O'Reilly's assists per 60 
minutes (0.6) dropped dramatically from last season (1.5). It's not that 
O'Reilly isn't trying to create; it's that he didn't have a player like David 
Perron to convert those chances after he left for Detroit as a free agent. 
Again, going from the 18th best offensive team in the NHL to the 8th best 
should help. 

Acciari helps the bottom six. The 31-year-old pending UFA forward had 
18 points in 54 games for the Blues, playing 14:35 per game. He has 
played 54 career postseason games. He won't give Toronto much 
offense, but he's a versatile addition to their roster. 

The Leafs gave up a bit to make this trade happen, both in acquiring 
O'Reilly and getting his cap hit down from $7.5 million to $1.875 million 
AAV. Please recall that O'Reilly is likely a rental, with unrestricted free 
agency pending this summer. 

The first-rounder they sent to St. Louis isn't lottery protected, but Toronto 
has a 99.5% chance of making the playoffs, per Money Puck. They gave 
up Ottawa's third-rounder this season, which could end up being like a 
low second-rounder, their own second-rounder in 2024 and a fourth-
rounder in 2025 to the Wild. 

What they didn't give up: Top prospect Matthew Knies, which was a 
concern from the Leafs faithful. They did give up Mikhail Abramov, 21, 
who has put together a promising season in the AHL this season. 
Gaudette, 26, has 34 points in 40 games with the Toronto Marlies, but 
wasn't in the plans. 

Pillar, 21, is an unsigned 2021 fourth-round draft pick by the Wild, skating 
for the WHL Saskatoon Blades. He's a strong skater and an intriguing 
throw-in from St. Louis via Minnesota. 

Overall, it's a considerable price for O'Reilly. But this is the kind of swing 
you'd expect from a general manager without a contract beyond this 
season, which is the spot Kyle Dubas is in. 

The concern here is that O'Reilly is in the kind of decline that a change in 
scenery won't fix. It's understandable if Leafs fans are getting flashbacks 
to the Nick Foligno trade in 2021 -- acquiring a 33-year-old captain for 
draft picks and still not getting out of the first round. It has not been a 
good season for O'Reilly. That's undeniable. 

But if he regains his form, O'Reilly is the kind of player the Leafs need to 
level up. He can round out their top six or give them center depth that 
rivals that of the Boston Bruins and Tampa Bay Lightning. Most of all, 
he's a reinforcement that reinforces the faith that management has in this 
group to finally break through the first round -- and keep it rolling for 
rounds after that. 

St. Louis Blues: A 

The Blues and O'Reilly hadn't had any recent contract negotiations. His 
camp hoped that the March 3 NHL trade deadline might act as a 
pressure point to get GM Doug Armstrong to come back to the 
negotiation table with one last extension offer. Instead, Armstrong 
remained unsentimental about his team captains: He let David Backes 
and Alex Pietrangelo leave as free agents and now O'Reilly is a Leaf. 

(Don't weep for O'Reilly not getting a new deal in St. Louis. With Bo 
Horvat signed by the Islanders and Dylan Larkin still expected to re-up 
with the Red Wings, O'Reilly is the best unrestricted free agent center 
available this summer.) 

This is the second huge trade Armstrong's made this month. For Vladimir 
Tarasenko, 50% of his salary and defenseman Niko Mikkola, the Blues 
picked up Sammy Blais, middling prospect Hunter Skinner, a conditional 
2023 first-rounder and a 2024 fourth-rounder from the Rangers. 

The Blues retained 50% of O'Reilly's salary, too, and again shipped out a 
roster player (Acciari) with him. This time, they picked up a first (2023), a 
second (2024) and a third (2023, from Ottawa). They acquired a prospect 
with upside in Abramov -- he's a playmaker who needs more growth on 
the defensive end -- and a minor leaguer in Gaudette. 

This trade gives the Blues three first-round draft picks in 2023: Their own, 
the lower of the Rangers and Stars, and the Leafs. Considering the 
quality in this draft class, that's a good place to be -- either for the Blues 
to add prospects as they move into their next phase or for Armstrong to 
flip for more immediate help. 

In a league with more than a few teams still determining if they want to 
buy or sell at the NHL trade deadline, you have to respect Armstrong's 
brutal honesty through these trades. 

Minnesota Wild: B+ 
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The Wild spent $1.875 million in cap space to pick up a 2024 fourth-
round pick from Toronto, sending Pillar out to make the O'Reilly 
transaction happen. 

On the surface, that's nothing to pop champagne about. But give GM Bill 
Guerin credit: He had the cap space to keep a share of O'Reilly's salary 
and picked up a draft asset for the trouble. Third-team salary retention 
deals aren't going to produce a blue-chip prospect or a first-round pick. 
This was a nice bit of business from the Wild that other teams would be 
wise to emulate. 

It's just a shame that the Minnesota Wild finally traded for the center 
they've always needed and he was gone in the same night ... 

Feb. 9: Rangers get Tarasenko from Blues 

Rangers acquired forward Tarasenko and defenseman Niko Mikkola from 
the St. Louis Blues in exchange for a conditional first-round pick in the 
2023 draft, a conditional fourth-round pick in the 2024 draft, forward 
Sammy Blais and defenseman Hunter Skinner. 

New York Rangers: A 

In the end, it wasn't Patrick Kane who slides across from Artemi Panarin 
and Mika Zibanejad on the Rangers' top line. Instead, it might be 
someone who can help them even more in their pursuit of the Stanley 
Cup this season. 

Tarasenko's journey out of St. Louis was an unpredictable one. He won 
the Stanley Cup with the Blues in 2018-19, scoring 17 points in 26 
games. But he asked for a trade in the summer of 2021, citing his 
displeasure with how the team handled multiple surgeries on his shoulder 
and a lack of trust in team management because of it. 

Because of those injuries -- Tarasenko played just 34 regular-season 
games from 2019 to '21 -- his trade value was low and the Blues held on 
to him. Then came the Tarasenko-ssance in 2021-22: 34 goals and 48 
assists for 82 points in 75 games. 

His value was high, but the Blues held on to him again. They expected to 
be a playoff team. They needed all the veteran scoring they could muster 
after David Perron left for Detroit as a free agent. 

This season was a regression, not only for the Blues but for Tarasenko. 
He has 29 points in 38 games, including 10 goals, skating to a minus-18. 
He's still a strong top-six winger despite that fall in 5-on-5 production, 
especially when it comes to shot generation and the ability to create 
shots off the rush. A change in scenery and linemates, and maybe those 
numbers trend up. 

I had previously heard Tarasenko was open to waiving his no-trade 
clause for the Rangers, so that this trade happened now isn't surprising. 
It's a good fit. 

New York has some natural playmakers in Panarin and Adam Fox who 
are going to benefit with having someone like Tarasenko who can shoot 
the puck from anywhere (and will). They've basically had a seat open at 
right wing in their top six the entirety of the season that Tarasenko fills. 

Why didn't Patrick Kane fill that hole? That might have been the most 
asked question Thursday when this trade was completed. Kane to the 
Rangers was one of those transactions that felt like it was being conjured 
into existence by fans and the punditry. The Chicago Blackhawks star is 
in the last year of his contract for a rebuilding team; the Rangers needed 
a right wing; and a trade to New York would mean a reunion with 
Panarin, who blossomed into a star playing with Kane in Chicago. 

If not Kane, there was speculation that the Rangers could end up with 
Timo Meier of the San Jose Sharks, a pending restricted free agent who 
is younger (26) than Kane or Tarasenko and has scored 30 goals in 52 
games for the Sharks this season. 

The sense I get is that the cost for Kane and Meier was too high for the 
Rangers, both in what they'd have to give up and in cap implications. 
Tarasenko's cap hit was $3.75 million after the Blues retention. Half of 

Kane's cap hit would have been $5.25 million. Meier's would have been 
$6 million, but the package the Rangers would have had to give up for 
him would have gotten much heavier if the Sharks also gobbled up part 
of his salary. 

The Tarasenko deal gives the Rangers a top-six wing and more flexibility 
to do other things before the trade deadline. The Rangers gave up less 
for Vladimir Tarasenko than they did for Andrew Copp last season. 

Well done, GM Chris Drury. 

Look, Kane on the Rangers would have been intriguing, especially in a 
reunion with Panarin. But whatever injury that has nagged him this 
season is a concern, hurting his offensive production and making him 
basically a non-playable character on defense. Tarasenko's offensive 
decline probably has more to do with the Blues' descent into deadline 
seller than it does his own inefficiencies. 

Mikkola, meanwhile, is a depth acquisition. He's a defensive defenseman 
who has played at a replacement level in 50 games this season, 
averaging 16:39 minutes per game. But replacement level would be an 
improvement for the Rangers' third pairing, as Ben Harpur and Braden 
Schneider have gotten absolutely cratered at 5-on-5 (38.9% expected 
goals). Mikkola slides in for Harpur. 

There's a lot to like about both fits for the Rangers, from the lineup to the 
salary cap to the expiring contracts. But especially because of the cost of 
doing this business. 

St. Louis Blues: C+ 

GM Doug Armstrong has never been one for delusions of grandeur when 
it comes to his roster. If he senses the Blues aren't good enough for 
playoff qualification, he starts burning up the phones to ship players out. 
St. Louis has a 3% chance of making the playoffs, according to 
MoneyPuck. 

Hence, Vladimir Tarasenko is now a Ranger. 

He wasn't going to be a St. Louis Blue after this season anyway. It's hard 
to believe Armstrong had the appetite to give term to a 31-year-old 
winger, especially considering the contentious history between 
Tarasenko and the franchise. 

The Blues wanted a first-rounder and a prospect for Tarasenko. But they 
were trying to work a deal for a pending free agent with full trade 
protection. The market wasn't going to be robust. 

The Rangers' offer checked the Blues' boxes, perhaps as best they could 
be checked. 

The conditional first-rounder will be the lower of the Rangers or the 
Dallas Stars, which the Rangers acquired in the Nils Lundkvist trade. 
Keep in mind that the Dallas pick is a conditional conditional: If the pick is 
a top 10 selection, then it'll transfer over to 2024 as an unprotected first-
round pick. The Stars are currently four points ahead of the Rangers in 
the league-wide standings and have a 98.4% chance of making the 
playoffs. 

The Blues get a 2024 fourth-round pick that becomes a third-round pick if 
the Rangers make the playoffs. That feels like the "tax" for salary 
retention. St. Louis fans will note that Armstrong gave up a 2023 second-
round pick for the Detroit Red Wings to retain 50% of pending UFA 
defenseman Nick Leddy's salary last trade deadline. So that won't sit well 
with them. 

Sammy Blais is a popular former Blues forward whose inclusion in the 
deal is a roster slot swap with Mikkola -- both are pending UFAs. He'll 
throw a check. People will cheer. The Blues reacquiring Blais brings the 
Pavel Buchnevich trade full circle, as the Rangers traded the talented 
winger to St. Louis out of financial concerns for Blais and a second-
rounder in 2021. Unfortunately, the Blues are done in their season series 
against the Calgary Flames, so no Sammy Blais reunion with Milan 
Lucic. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 19, 2023 

 

Which brings us to the impeccably named Hunter Skinner. 

The Blues weren't getting any young player off the Rangers' current 
roster. They weren't getting one of the team's top prospects like forward 
Brennan Othmann, defenseman Zac Jones or winger Will Cuylle. Instead 
they received a 21-year-old defenseman taken No. 112 overall by the 
Rangers in 2019 who has played for the Jacksonville Icemen of the 
ECHL and the AHL Hartford Wolfpack. 

Is he a prospect? Yes, he is, although not even among the Rangers' top 
three young defensemen. New York's blueline is stacked, so they're 
dealing from a position of strength. Maybe the Blues see something here 
that we don't, because this part of the trade is the most disappointing. 
He's a project that's shown some improvement but needs much more of 
it on the defensive side of the ice. As this point, his ceiling feels like the 
AHL. That's not great. 

But again, Armstrong was not dealing from a position of strength. 
Tarasenko had trade protection. As it turns out, Ryan O'Reilly and Ivan 
Barbashev do not. The Blues could just be getting started for the trade 
deadline. Buckle up ... 

Jan. 30: Canucks deal Horvat to Islanders 

The rumor and speculation is now over regarding Vancouver Canucks 
center Bo Horvat. The New York Islanders have traded forwards Anthony 
Beauvillier and Aatu Raty, along with a conditional first-round pick in the 
2023 draft (top-12 protected), in exchange for Vancouver's now-former 
captain. The Canucks are retaining 25% of Horvat's salary. 

In 49 games played this season, Horvat already has tied a career high in 
goals with 31. He also was named to the Pacific Division roster for the 
2023 NHL All-Star Game this past weekend. His contract expires at the 
end of this season, at which point he'll hit unrestricted free agency. 

How did both GMs do in this swap? Here are our grades: 

New York Islanders: C 

Isles general manager Lou Lamoriello likes to keep things quiet. 
Remember when we heard about the Canucks and Islanders talking 
about J.T. Miller at the draft last summer? And how the Islanders opted 
not to do business with Vancouver partially because we had heard about 
those talks? 

Suffice it to say, the Horvat trade happened with nary a peep about the 
Islanders and Canucks being in conversation. Just the way Lou likes it. 

Lamoriello has never shied away from making a significant deal, no 
matter if his team is challenging for the Stanley Cup or desperately trying 
to bounce over the playoff bubble, like these Islanders. The significance 
of this deal isn't just for the second half of the season but potentially for 
years to come. 

"You have to give something to get something," Lamoriello said Monday. 
"But with the depth we have down the middle, we felt this was something 
that helped our hockey team. Today and tomorrow. This is a 27-year-old 
player." 

In the short term, Horvat immediately bolsters an offense that ranks 25th 
in the NHL at 2.85 goals per game. He has 31 goals in 49 games, after 
scoring 31 goals in 70 games last season. He has 24 power-play goals 
over the past two seasons, which could be a boon to an Islanders unit 
that ranks 31st in the NHL in power-play conversion rate (15.5%). He 
wins 56% of his faceoffs, which will help New York as a middle-of-the-
pack faceoff team (15th overall). 

He is many things that the current Islanders are not. 

But the reason the Islanders gave up what they did to make this move is, 
in theory, for the seasons beyond this one. Horvat told reporters that 
there have been no contract extension talks with the Islanders, saying, 
"We'll see if we can get something done." 

Lamoriello made it no secret that this was a trade made to keep Horvat 
with the Islanders after this season. 

"Whenever you make a transaction like this, you make it for a player that 
has character," he said. "That knows what a team gives up. And certainly 
feels comfortable in the organization he's in. All of that, he'll recognize 
quickly, and hopefully we'll get that done." 

Bringing Horvat back on a long-term deal is the whole ballgame here. 
The Islanders signed Mathew Barzal to an extension through 2030-31. 
He needs another elite forward to play with, either as a linemate or on the 
power play or as an anchor for another scoring line. The Islanders 
believe Horvat is that guy, and they appear willing to pay him the average 
annual salary that'll fall between Anders Lee's $7 million in average 
annual value and Barzal's $9.15 million in AAV. 

It's possible Horvat decides to test the free-agent waters. Heck, it's 
possible Lamoriello understands that, sees the Islanders as something 
less than a playoff team and cuts his losses with a Horvat reflip ahead of 
the March 3 deadline to another contender. It's Lou. Everything's on the 
table. 

(The 25% salary retention could come in really handy if there was a 
second Horvat trade, as the Isles could pick up another 25% of his salary 
to swing the doors open to a number of capped-out contenders looking to 
make a deal.) 

But let's be real: Lamoriello has been doing this for a long, long time -- 
like, since the late 1980s. He is a big trade guy but not a gambler. He is 
making this trade with some confidence that Horvat is playing next to 
Belmont Park for the next several seasons or he isn't making it. 

Barzal, Horvat, Lee, Brock Nelson, Ryan Pulock, Adam Pelech, Noah 
Dobson and, hopefully, Ilya Sorokin (who is an unrestricted free agent in 
2024): That's a good, but not great, core to build around. 

It's possible that in Horvat and Barzal, the Islanders have two outstanding 
supporting players in search of a star to orbit around. It's possible that 
Horvat is peaking and that an eight-year extension's cap hit will look 
mighty different within five years. Adding another player 28 years or older 
(Horvat's 28th birthday is April 5) to this roster doesn't seem ideal. 

As for the return to Vancouver, it was time for the Isles to stop waiting on 
Beauvillier. Raty has been projected by some to be a third-line center; 
and besides, Barzal and Horvat would have two center spots locked 
down if the latter re-signs. The hardest thing to surrender was the draft 
pick, although the Islanders do have some control over when the 
Canucks receive it. It's top-12 lottery protected, but if it ends up being No. 
12 overall in 2023, the Islanders could send it over now rather than risk a 
higher pick in 2024. 

Lamoriello, of course, probably doesn't see the Islanders as a lottery 
team this season or next. He clearly still believes that the Islanders are 
the team that went to the Eastern Conference finals twice in pandemic-
impacted seasons, rather than the one that had a .512 points percentage 
last season and a .529 points percentage this season. And he believes, 
rightly or wrongly, that Bo Horvat is someone who can help the Islanders 
confirm his intuition. 

If nothing else, this closes an odd loop in Lamoriello's trade history. On 
June 30, 2013, the New Jersey Devils acquired goalie Cory Schneider 
from the Canucks for the ninth overall pick in the draft. That pick ended 
up being Horvat, who is now with the same franchise that still employs 
Schneider. Lou always gets his man, eventually. 

Vancouver Canucks: B 

The inkling that the Canucks were going to soon be out of the Bo Horvat 
business came a few weeks ago. President of hockey operations Jim 
Rutherford talked about how his team had a contract offer tabled for the 
captain since last summer but that the math on the net contract had 
significantly changed thanks to Horvat's (conveniently timed) career-high 
goal-scoring season. Even if they wanted to up their ante for Horvat, the 
franchise's decision to hand out new deals to forwards J.T. Miller and 
Brock Boeser made that economically unfeasible. 
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Horvat was a pending unrestricted free agent, and his team wasn't going 
to bring him back -- and the rest of the NHL knew this. 

That established, the Canucks acquired a top-six NHL forward, a top-five 
prospect in a team's system and a first-round pick that is lottery protected 
in 2023 (for obvious reasons) but not for 2024. On paper, that's the kind 
of return one expects for a center with Horvat's numbers, age and 
situation. For example, Claude Giroux went for Owen Tippett as well as 
first- and third-round picks at the previous trade deadline, and Giroux is 
eight years older than Horvat. 

But trades aren't made in a vacuum. There are names attached to those 
categories. Beauvillier is a bit of a diminished prospect at this point in his 
career. After a breakout campaign in the pandemic-shortened 2020-21 
season (1.2 goals per 60 minutes), he regressed last season, and he 
hasn't played out of that funk in 2022-23, during which he has just 20 
points in 49 games. Beauvillier is 25 years old and under contract 
through the 2023-24 season at a manageable $4.15 million annual cap 
hit, even if it's now a bit high for his production level. 

At best, the Canucks have acquired a winger who needed a change in 
scenery to recapture his game. At worst, this is who Beauvillier is going 
to be: a winger who shows flashes of upside but never consistency -- 
unless we're talking about being a defensive liability, for which he has 
unfortunately been very consistent in his career. Still, he is a player the 
Canucks could move along in another transaction. He has some value. 

Raty, 20, had two goals in 12 games with the Islanders this season. 
Selected at No. 52 in the 2021 draft, he was considered among the top 
five prospects in the Islanders' system, which tells you more about the 
Islanders' system than it does Raty. He has good ice vision, and he 
showed offensive flash playing in SM-liiga in 2021-22, putting up point-
per-game numbers. He has yet to show that in North America, but again, 
Raty is 20 years old with a dozen NHL games to his credit. It all adds up 
to an intriguing prospect acquired in a package for a player who was 
leaving anyway. 

The Canucks retained 25% of Horvat's cap hit. That's a bit surprising but 
necessary to make this particular deal work. 

The reason this trade is a solid B for the Canucks is that they are, for lack 
of a better term, fading the Islanders. The first-round pick is lottery 
protected for this draft. Assuming the Horvat trade doesn't turn this 
season around -- and New York currently has a 12% chance of qualifying 
for the playoffs -- that first-rounder could kick over to 2024, should the 
Islanders choose. Islanders GM Lamoriello is wagering Horvat signs long 
term and that the roster he has built is one that's going to be a contender. 
The Canucks are wagering the Isles won't make the playoffs and that the 
struggles with this roster will continue in 2023-24. Which bet are you 
backing? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Agent of Change: Flames' Huberdeau sets up OT winner 
in wake of Twitter drama 

 

Eric Francis  

 

Two nights after his agent put him in the eye of the storm with 
suggestions there was no joy left in Cowtown, there stood Jonathan 
Huberdeau with a grin bigger than his paycheque. 

His response to the previous day’s media maelstrom was to piece 
together his best effort as a Flame. 

“Walshy fired me up, I guess,” he joked during Hockey Night in Canada’s 
walk-off chat as the game’s first star in a 3-2 overtime win over the 
Rangers. 

“For me, personally, it has been a while, so it feels good,” added the 
team's 84-million dollar man in the dressing room.  

“But I think as a team too, you know, it’s fun to see the guys smiling and 
having some fun. 

“That’s what it’s all about.” 

The first 55 games aside, his return to form couldn’t have come at a 
better time. 

Reeling on the ice after two painful losses, and becoming extra sensitive 
off it, the Flames needed something to turn their fortunes – and the 
narrative – around. 

Two goals in the opening minute of play can do that for a group, 
especially when the setup for the second one came from the slick winger 
the Flames acquired in the summer with hopes he’d be their offensive 
leader. 

“Tonight is how I’ve got to play the rest of the year,” said Huberdeau, who 
finished with two assists, including the game-winning setup on Mikael 
Backlund’s dramatic winner.  

“Ya know, sometimes you think you don’t have it in you, and I showed I 
still have it and can make some plays and play well. 

“It’s going to bring the confidence back, and that’s what I need. 

“I knew it was going to come back, but it’s only one game. 

“So I’ve got to keep going.” 

So does the team, which is much more possible if Huberdeau can find 
any semblance of the slick playmaking that led to a 115-point season last 
year. 

On Saturday, he was engaged, productive, creative and by far the most 
noticeable player on the ice. 

He even pulled off the rare, self-pass off the back of the net, at one point.   

His chemistry with linemates Jakob Pelletier and Nazem Kadri was on full 
display eight seconds after Andrew Mangiapane’s game-opener, when 
they tic-tac-toed it for Kadri’s 21st of the year a mere 46 seconds in. 

While holding their early 2-0 lead until late in the second period, 
Huberdeau’s line was creating chances, forechecking well and bringing 
plenty of energy. 

In short, they acted like a top line should. 

“I’ve just got to move my feet,” said Huberdeau of his key to success. 

“That’s what I’m good at. Make some plays and shoot a bit more. 

 “Our line was good, we created some chances. Pelts was good, Naz too. 
That’s a good sign.” 

As a trio, they generated nine shots on goal, had four more blocked and 
missed the net on another chance. 

For a team so sorely missing the top-line presence they had last season, 
these are the type of efforts required to keep the Flames in this, the 
tightest of races. 

Given the week he’s just had, how utterly poetic it was for Huberdeau to 
cap days of drama with his power-play point shot in OT. 

“You know my shot – there’s no way that was going in,” he laughed, 
when asked if he was aiming to score or use Backlund as an accomplice. 

“I saw Backs was wide open.  

“He works on that every morning skate – it paid off this time. 

“We showed some character. That’s what we needed. Huge win for us.” 

The character part referred to the Rangers’ game-tying goal with seven 
minutes left, putting 19,206 on the edge of their seats for what many 
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must have believed would end up as horribly as so many third periods 
have for the Flames this year. 

Overtimes have been worse, with the Flames going 4-11 after 60 
minutes. 

Make that 5-11 now, thanks to an effort that also included an important 
bounce back for Jacob Markstrom, who made 19 saves, including a 
sprawling beauty in the third that temporarily preserved a one-goal lead.  

No two people are more important to the Flames' playoff chances than 
Markstrom and Huberdeau, whose sub-par seasons have had plenty to 
do with the predicament they’re in.   

“Huby looked good,” smiled Backlund. 

“You can tell after the first period, their line scoring puts us up 2-0. They 
had jump all night, created a lot of chances.  

“Great shot by him, seeing we had some room in front there.  

“He had a good night for us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / What a 'whirlwind': O'Reilly helps Maple Leafs beat 
Canadiens hours after arriving in T.O. 

 

Emily Sadler  

 

TORONTO – It’s safe to say Ryan O’Reilly isn’t running on much sleep. 

After finding out late Friday he was the headliner of a three-team 
blockbuster trade to the Toronto Maple Leafs along with Noel Acciari in 
exchange for a package of picks, plans were quickly set in motion for the 
teammates to travel North. 

They had a game to play, after all, and this wasn’t one they were going to 
miss.  

Mere hours after touching down in Toronto from St. Louis on Saturday, 
O’Reilly was taking the opening faceoff at Scotiabank Arena, the Clinton, 
Ont., native and former Blues captain clad in the blue and white of the 
Maple Leafs in an Original Six matchup against the Montreal Canadiens. 

“I had a ton of family here as well, so I know it was very special to them,” 
O’Reilly said post-game before adding with a laugh, “and I'm glad I won 
the draw… that was kind of nice, too.” 

For O’Reilly, the motivation to make it into the lineup wasn’t just about 
the local connection to his new club. 

“It's kind of like going into cold water – it's better to just kind of jump 
headfirst instead of tiptoe into it,” he said. “And this was a little extreme in 
the sense of going here and then taking off [to Chicago] right now, it's a 
little crazy, but a nice way to do it. You know, I think the longer we wait, 
the more kind of thinking creeps in. It's better just to get here and start 
playing ... and it's been great so far.” 

Said Acciari, “We don't want to waste any time. We wanted to get out 
here and be with these guys, get a day here in this arena in front of the 
home crowd and, you know, get that big win.” 

And a big win, it was. After Josh Anderson opened the scoring less than 
a minute into the second period, the Maple Leafs promptly took over, 
scoring five unanswered goals – including two from Michael Bunting – for 
the 5-1 win. Rookie netminder Joseph Woll stood tall in his first home win 
in just his second appearance this season, his 30-save performance 
surely giving Maple Leafs management confidence in the state of their 
crease down the stretch should they need to turn to him more often. 

“It’s pretty awesome,” Woll said of the home win, “especially against 
Montreal on Saturday night was pretty special.” 

Perhaps Saturday’s big win could earn him a spot on the team’s group 
chat, too. The 24-year-old, who doesn’t have social media, said he was 
in the dark about the mega trade until this morning. 

“I looked at the lineup and I was like, ‘What happened to our lines?’” he 
said with a laugh. 

O’Reilly’s Toronto tenure started with him centring John Tavares and 
Mitch Marner – a line Keefe said postgame he knew he’d want to 
assemble at some point – and the trio’s chemistry was evident from the 
start. Their first shift brought a flurry of scoring chances with O’Reilly 
wasting no time making his presence known in Montreal’s zone and 
getting a shot off in tight. He received a hearty cheer from the home fans 
for his efforts as he went to the bench following his first shift, and plenty 
of praise from his coach following the contest. 

“It was a tremendous shift,” Keefe said of that fast-paced opening act, 
adding that both O’Reilly and Acciari, who centred Zach Aston-Reese 
and Alex Kerfoot in the bottom six, came “as advertised” in their debuts. 

O’Reilly’s arrival brought a new-look for No. 90, as well as No. 91. 
Tavares, who’s spent most of his time as a Maple Leaf playing down the 
middle, had a rare opportunity for a full 60 minutes on the right wing. 

Keefe said he and his captain had had conversations at various times the 
past few seasons about Tavares suiting up on the wing but without the 
right situation at centre, he couldn’t afford to play him there for any 
extended periods of time. 

It wasn’t lost on Keefe that his two new forwards were so keen to jump 
straight into lineup. And with a game in Chicago awaiting the Maple Leafs 
on Sunday – which means a second flight for O’Reilly and Acciari – it 
says that much more. 

“I hadn't even put together the whole Chicago thing, you know, they're 
going to go right back to the time zone that they started the day in. It just 
speaks to their character. They were adamant about [playing],” said 
Keefe. 

Their cold-water plunge, as O’Reilly referred to it, brought a very warm 
welcome from their new coach and teammates. 

“I thought he played a great two-way game, contributed on the offence,” 
said forward Michael Bunting, who had two goals on the night. “I thought 
he played a great game for us especially, you know, he had a long travel 
day and I'm sure a long night.” 

O’Reilly contributed a secondary assist on Bunting’s second marker, a 
collaboration that came immediately following a power-play, for his first 
career point as a member of the Maple Leafs. 

Even with a full 60 minutes of game time under his belt, O’Reilly said it 
still feels surreal. 

“I catch myself, every few hours or so, I just still can't believe everything 
that's just gone on and such,” O’Reilly said post-game, the former Blues 
captain now clad in the blue and white of the Maple Leafs. “It's just been 
a whirlwind. But yeah, it's nice to be with the boys and kind of start this 
process. It's a great team here, and I'm very excited to be part of it.” 

Next up comes another flight – a quick turnaround for O’Reilly and 
Acciari back to the Midwest, and another opportunity to bond with their 
new teammates. 

And sleep? That’ll have to wait just a little longer. 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘Those are memorable moments’: Silovs earns first win 
backed by strong Canucks effort 
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Iain MacIntyre  

 

VANCOUVER — There are a lot of ways players handle “The Phone 
Call” they’ve been dreaming about since they were little — the call they 
receive in the minors to tell them they’re going to get an opportunity to 
play in the National Hockey League. 

Ryan Johnson, who is in charge of player development for the Vancouver 
Canucks, has had the pleasure of making a lot of these calls over many 
years. Some players, Johnson said, just start yelling with excitement at 
the other end of the phone line. He said sometimes there’s emotion or 
just silence as players process what they are being told. 

How did Canuck minor-league goalie Arturs Silovs react on Tuesday 
when he got the call to play his first NHL game? 

“He said: ‘OK, sounds good, thanks,” Johnson said. “That’s Arturs.” 

For a 21-year-old sixth-round draft pick from a country that has sent only 
six goalies to the NHL, a goalie who was fourth on the organizational 
depth chart when this season began and had played only 21 games in 
the minors his first two professional seasons, Silovs’ calm mindset is 
nearly as great an asset as his athletic frame and ability to learn. 

Saturday, in his second NHL start with the Canucks, the Latvian stopped 
35 of 37 shots to help his team beat the Philadelphia Flyers 6-2 at 
Rogers Arena. Anthony Beauvillier’s two goals and Elias Pettersson’s 
five-point night, which included a pair of late, shorthanded, empty-netters, 
also helped. 

But what was really important to the reeling team was a positive moment 
to make everyone feel good, like a lanky kid from Latvia, who split last 
season between the AHL and ECHL, becoming a winning goalie in the 
greatest league in the world. 

“Anytime someone plays their first game or scores their first NHL goal or 
you've got a young goalie coming in and getting a big win on a Saturday 
night in Vancouver, you're just happy for guys like that,” veteran 
defenceman Luke Schenn said a few minutes after handing Silovs the 
game puck. “There's a few moments like that in your career that are that 
memorable. I remember my first game and first NHL goal; those are 
memorable moments. To see a young guy come in here, get the 
opportunity to come in with some injury situations, it's great for him. 
We're all real proud of him. 

“Coming from Latvia. . . not a typical upbringing to go to the NHL. And for 
him to do it at 21 years old, I'm sure his family's going to be pretty 
pumped back home.” 

“I think they're proud,” Silovs said. “It's like a small country; not many 
players have an opportunity to play in the NHL. I'm actually really glad I'm 
from that country. They gave me opportunities to play for national teams, 
which gave me confidence. 

“I was working really hard for this (chance). You know, I had ups and 
downs in the American Hockey League. But I got more stable, which 
gave me the opportunity to play here.” 

With starting goalie Thatcher Demko still working his way back from a 
groin injury suffered Dec. 1 and both NHL fill-ins, experienced minor-
leaguers Spencer Martin and Collin Dellia struggling to make saves, the 
Canucks recalled Silovs to play Wednesday against the New York 
Rangers. 

The idea was to give their top goaltending prospect a glimpse of what it 
will take to play at the next level. But when Demko left practice early on 
Thursday, Silovs stuck around for the weekend and got a second straight 
start. 

Amid intrigue over Demko’s status after one report Thursday that he had 
suffered a “setback,” coach Rick Tocchet said Saturday that Silovs may 

stay with the Canucks next week when they go a long way to play a pair 
of road games in Nashville and St. Louis. 

Tocchet said after the Canucks’ skate Saturday morning that Demko, 
who said this week that he hoped to back up on Saturday night, needed 
a maintenance day due to his heavy practice workload this week. 

“We need some positive stuff around,” Tocchet said when asked about 
Silovs. “It's been kind of negative. What's positive for me is that we 
worked on our D-zone coverage the other day and we had a good 
practice. I thought defensively that coverage — we're not perfect — but I 
thought it was a lot better. That's a positive for me the way they 
responded after practice.” 

Tocchet was unhappy with his team’s defending against the Rangers, 
who won 6-4 on Wednesday and scored five times on 27 shots against 
Silovs. 

The goalie said he felt a lot more comfortable on Saturday, when he was 
beaten only by a deflection and power-play rebound.  

Indicative of how bad both defending and goaltending have been for the 
Canucks, the two goals Silovs allowed matched the team low since 
Martin, who cleared waivers Tuesday and is in the American League on 
a conditioning assignment, beat the Vegas Golden Knights 5-1 on Nov. 
26. 

Vancouver goalies had allowed at least four goals in 14 of the last 17 
games. No wonder the Canucks were on another 1-4-1 tailspin before 
beating the Flyers. 

Interestingly, half of the six Latvians who have put on pads in the NHL 
have played in Vancouver. 

Arturs Irbe was the Canucks’ starter for most of one season, 1997-98, 
and Peter Skudra backed up Dan Cloutier for two seasons, starting in 
2001-02. 

A few of Silovs’ minor-league teammates, including Saturday goal-scorer 
Phil DiGiuseppe, are now also with the Canucks, whose lineup against 
the Flyers included nine players who weren’t in Vancouver when the 
season began. 

“The strides I've seen him take in the last year and a half have been 
tremendous,” DiGiuseppe said, three weeks after his own callup from the 
AHL. “If he can build that much in a year and a half, we can sit back and 
see how far he can go. He's a good kid. 

“This is huge individually for him and collectively as a team. You want to 
play well in front of a guy like that and get him his first win for confidence, 
and help him build his career.” 

And make everyone happy for a change. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dubas signals time is now for Leafs’ Stanley Cup run with 
O’Reilly, Acciari trade 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO — General manager Kyle Dubas exhausted himself through 
the completion of his blockbuster trade so that his Toronto Maple Leafs 
could feel energized. 

“Nobody from our management team left the building last night, from 
practice all the way through the end of the night. So, it was clear a lot 
was happening,” head coach Sheldon Keefe explained the morning after 
his GM’s home-run swing. 
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“I know Kyle well enough now. Because we communicate so much, I 
know that when he gets quiet …” 

Big things happen. 

Like the surrendering of first-, second-, third-, and fourth-round draft picks 
to rent two playoff-proven, defensive-minded centres (Ryan O’Reilly and 
Noel Acciari) from the white-flag-waving St. Louis Blues, and taking the 
greatest gamble in the most critical — and, quite possibly, final — hurrah 
of the Dubas Era in Toronto. 

“I would operate the same way regardless of what my status was,” said a 
visibly under-slept Dubas, who is without a contract for next season. 

Overnight, the GM had taken another mortgage out on the future and 
doubled down on today. 

It is risky. 

It is thrilling. 

It is, frankly, the only reasonable option if these Maple Leafs have any 
hope of equalling the forward depth of the Tampa Bay Lightning and 
Boston Bruins. 

“I don’t think it’s sustainable for the very long run. But I think where we’re 
at right now, we have to do we have to do,” Dubas said of his pull from 
the cupboards. 

“I don’t often like to part with first-round picks for players that aren’t under 
contract — and we’ve done it twice now [Nick Foligno, 2021]. I just felt 
that the team had earned it, and we have to put our team in the best 
position. 

“And I’d rather have dealt the picks than deal from our reserve of 
prospects. Mostly because we know the prospects and what they’re 
about. We’re with them every day, and the picks are a little bit like the 
mystery box.” 

The mystery now is twofold. 

Where do O’Reilly and Acciari fit in the lineup? And what does Dubas do 
next? 

Keefe found it difficult to sleep Friday night, he was so excited by his 
lineup possibilities, so enthused by his newfound depth in the middle ice. 

Surely, he’ll experiment with O’Reilly at left wing on John Tavares’ line 
and at third-line centre, where the one-time Selke champ as the league’s 
top defensive forward will push David Kämpf to a more appropriate spot 
on the fourth line. 

The head coach will get his first look on Saturday night (7 p.m. ET on 
Sportsnet) as both forwards are expected to play. 

Keefe will also have Core Four insurance in case of injury. In other 
words, if Tavares or Auston Matthews (knock wood) cannot play when it 
matters, Alexander Kerfoot isn’t thrust into a second-line centre role. 

“This is different,” Keefe said. “To have a guy that’s not only won the 
Stanley Cup, not only been the captain, not only won a Selke Trophy, but 
won what is, for me, the most prestigious and most difficult individual 
trophy to win, the (playoff MVP) Conn Smythe, that’s pretty special.” 

Dubas is content with his forward group now and asserts that goalie Matt 
Murray (ankle) will be healthy come March. 

Still, the GM says he will continue to explore ways to improve his roster, 
so you don’t have to squint between the lines to understand that an 
upgrade to the blue line could still be on the way. 

By involving the Minnesota Wild in additional salary retention, O’Reilly 
and Acciari carry a combined cap hit of $3.125 million, giving Dubas 
some financial wiggle room. Plus, he could still send salary out. 

He’ll catch his breath, maybe sneak in a nap, then get back to work. Only 
13 days left before his final roster is due. 

“It’s hard to say right now, because you get through these (trades), and 
everything goes quiet, and things start to pick up when people ask you, 
‘What do you have left to do? What are you looking to do?’ If there’s a 
way we can improve, we’ll continue to look at that,” Dubas said. 

The GM didn’t so much as broach the topic of an extension with the 32-
year-old O’Reilly, who will become a coveted unrestricted free agent on 
July 1. 

“You’d like people to live together before they get married,” Dubas said. 

The front office, the players, the fans: they’re all hyped up in wait-and-
see mode. 

Very much engaged. But we’ve seen this organization’s feet get cold 
before. 

While fantastic on paper, how smart is the on-ice fit here? 

And is this blockbuster enough to turn Toronto into something grander 
than a regular-season powerhouse, considering the stiff competition 
come April? 

The mountain (the Bruins are 41-8-5, while the Lightning have been to 
the last three Stanley Cup finals, winning twice) is a foreboding one. But 
at the very least, the Leafs have armed themselves with two legitimate 
climbers. 

“If you’re trying to win, you’re trying to win the Stanley Cup. So there’s a 
lot of points along the way, and people will laugh at that, scoff at that. 
And that’s fine,” Dubas said. 

“But, yeah, we’re trying to win. And that’s the message. Anything short of 
that, I think we’ll all be disappointed.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas swings for 
fences with O’Reilly trade 

 

Luke Fox  

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. Positivity sucks the joy right out 
of the comments section. 

1. OK, so Kyle Dubas won’t trade his first-round pick for a rental. 

But, it turns out, under pressure — and for the right pieces — the general 
manager of the Toronto Maple Leafs will trade his first-round pick, a 2024 
second-round pick, his better third-round pick, and a 2025 fourth-round 
pick for two rentals (salary retained). 

Breathe easy, Leafs Nation. Matthew Knies is still Toronto property. 

Get excited, Leafs Nation. Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari are on their 
way. 

If you believed Dubas had been snake-bitten by 2021’s unfortunate rental 
of Nick Foligno for a first-round pick, you haven’t seen him with his back 
pressed against a wall. 

Bo Horvat was off the board. Timo Meier felt too complicated and 
expensive. Patrick Kane looks risky. 

O’Reilly — an Ontario native and a Conn Smythe and Selke Trophy 
champion — was the best realistic option to boost a forward group in 
need of depth. 

Absolutely, the future has been mortgaged. Whomever is GM’ing the 
Maple Leafs at the 2023 draft won’t have picks in rounds 1, 2, 4 and 7. 
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The 2024 second- and third-rounders are spent. The 2025 second and 
fourth, too. 

Yet following six straight series losses and staring at only two guaranteed 
springs with Auston Matthews and William Nylander in the fold, the 
window is now. 

Toronto was never going to be able to dress a better goaltender than its 
first-round foe, the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

What Friday night’s move does, however, is give the Leafs the edge up 
front and leave enough cap space to still add to its blueline. 

God love David Kämpf, but Toronto’s third-line centre has all of four 
goals this season and has not scored in 27 games. Offensively, the 
Leafs’ bottom six would’ve gotten eaten alive over a seven-gamer. 

O’Reilly has points in both games and is a plus-3 since returning from a 
broken foot. 

He can play wing and skate 20 minutes a night if needed. He has a 
defensive conscience and is deft in the face-off dot. Sheldon Keefe will 
adore him. He’ll be worth every penny of the $1.875 million double-
retained cap hit Dubas is paying him (thank you, Bill Guerin). 

We love the idea of O’Reilly pushing Kämpf down to the fourth line, killing 
penalties, soaking up some hard matchups, and freeing Matthews and 
John Tavares for more O-zone time. 

Further, if the Leafs do suffer an injury up front, O’Reilly will have no 
issue moving up. 

Everyone simply slots better. 

Sure, there is no guarantee O’Reilly takes the Spezza discount, signs 
beyond this season and becomes more than just a rental. 

But there is no guarantee Dubas would be around in 2023-24 either. 

The trade is big and bold, and we love it. It will elevate the Leafs into 
Round 2 or result in pink slips. 

The chips have been pushed. The hand looks deadlier now. 

2. O’Reilly isn’t the only one in the trade with a history of Selke votes. 

Don’t overlook the Acciari element of the trade. (He appeared on Selke 
ballots in 2019-20 while with the Florida Panthers.) 

The steady cycle of Marlies in Toronto’s bottom six had to end. 

Acciari brings 54 games of playoff experience and more depth up middle 
ice. You can never have too many centres. 

He’s a trustworthy, edgy defensive forward who is enjoying the second-
best offensive campaign of his career (10-8–18 through 54 games). He 
only starts 70 per cent of his shifts in the defensive zone yet gets the 
puck moving in the right direction. 

Toronto’s penalty kill, which had improved to eighth overall in 2021-22, 
had quietly slipped to 13th place. And the Maple Leafs’ special teams 
have hurt them in Aprils past. 

Acciari and O’Reilly should boost the PK. 

3. Hampus Lindholm began questioning the direction of the Anaheim 
Ducks when Pat Verbeek took the GM’s chair. 

Two weeks prior to the 2022 trade deadline — the same distance we sit 
from the 2023 one — it was apparent to the top-four defenceman that he 
would be cutting ties with the organization that had drafted him sixth 
overall in 2012. 

“I was trending the opposite way that the team was trending,” Lindholm 
says. 

The Ducks’ approach no longer fit the style Lindholm wanted to play. 
He’s a superb skater. A solid defensive foundation has never been an 

issue. He craves the freedom to buzz all over the ice. He wanted to 
explore his offensive ceiling. 

As one of the few sure-fire bets on the rental market, Lindholm felt 
fortunate he could dictate own destiny. 

“A lot of teams wanted to sign me. In that way, I had it a lot nicer than 
others,” Lindholm says. “But then, on the other side, it was a little scary 
signing long-term in a place I hadn’t been.” 

The Bruins had reached out to Lindholm’s camp early in the season and 
planted a seed of interest, so the player had months to ponder. 

In January of 2022, the Ducks flew into Boston for their annual TD 
Garden date early. Lindholm used his two and half days in the city to 
explore, knowing Beantown was a potential future home. Then he went 
out and hung three assists in an upset over the Bruins. 

“I just kinda felt at home,” he says. 

Once Lindholm caught wind Don Sweeney was one of the executives 
serious about a trade-and-sign, the choice was easy. 

“Looking back, it’s been a home run. If I knew all the stuff then that I 
know now, I’d be jumping all over my agent: ‘Just get me there right 
away!’ But it is a little scary (in the moment),” Lindholm explains. 

The system new coach Jim Montgomery implanted this season aligns 
with Lindholm’s unshackled desires. Forwards must help in the D-zone; 
defencemen have the greenlight in the O-zone. He has responded with a 
career-high 36 points, with two months to go. 

“It’s really fun for me to explore my offensive side and go up in the rush,” 
Lindholm enthuses. “That’s the new wave of defencemen. Compare it to 
10, 15 years ago. Everyone now has six defencemen who can move the 
puck and make plays.” 

“It had a huge impact in a positive way. His personality suited our group 
very well,” says partner Brandon Carlo, thinking back to the trade. 

“He always has that killer instinct. The way he plays, we match up well 
together. I can kinda stay back a bit, but I love how he’s assertive and 
doesn’t change his ways regardless of the situation. Down a goal, up a 
goal, he continues to play the same way.” 

4. Sweeney isn’t satisfied with his defence, even though the Bruins rank 
first overall with 2.07 goals allowed per game. 

The Bruins have expressed interest in top-tier blueline targets Vladislav 
Gavrikov and Jakob Chychrun. 

The team with an .806 points percentage is open to a boost from its 
general manager. 

“If there’s any way we can get better, that’s obviously something we want 
to look at. We’re not gonna just settle in and say, ‘We’re good enough to 
do the task right now.’ We want to be better in any facet of the game we 
can, and we’re gonna support that,” Carlo says. “It’s his job to try and 
make us as best as we can be, and he’s done a great job of that so far.” 

The notion that a fresh face could upset the harmony in Boston’s lineup 
is silly. The players are open to making a deep roster even deeper. 

“We’re trying to build toward something. I think management knows that. 
We’re trying to build toward being a Stanley Cup champion,” Nick Foligno 
says. 

“If they feel there’s a need to put somebody in, we’re going to trust that 
guy. A lot of times I’m sure they talk to Bergy (captain Patrice Bergeron) 
about who they’re bringing in. The communication, you can see, is there. 
I don’t think they’re ever going to bring someone in that doesn’t help our 
group or messes up the chemistry of the team 

“We’re a very confident team in what we have, and I think it does 
sometimes give you a boost, though, when you get somebody that can 
push you over the edge.” 
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5. “Trade-related reasons” — coined by the Arizona Coyotes and swiftly 
adopted by the Columbus Blue Jackets — is the transparent new reason 
for a healthy scratch. 

Perhaps these deals are close to completion. 

Perhaps these teams are firing a flare in the sky and summoning all 
bidders to “sharpen their pencils,” as my real-estate agent once urged my 
family to do before we lost another Toronto bidding war on a semi-
detached fixer-upper that went well over asking. 

But something feels funny here, as we’ve now gone a week with 
Chychrun held out of action and still untraded. 

Provided the player is OK with twiddling his thumbs, we suppose it’s fine. 
But for the ticket-buying public, it’s a concerning precedent to set. 

So, we are at least encouraged that the San Jose Sharks are still flinging 
Timo Meier over the boards — for now. 

6. General manager David Poile is on the fence, but not even the heroics 
of goalie Juuse Saros can save the Nashville Predators this time. 

The Preds’ playoff chances have slipped to 9.5 per cent. Time to 
consider changes. 

What’s tricky here is that there are no obvious rental candidates. Big 
deals in Nashville would need to involve players with term. 

Cagey veterans Ryan McDonagh ($6.75 million) and Mattias Ekholm 
($6.25 million) are still effective and still under contract through 2025-26, 
so there is zero pressure on Poile to deal them now. 

Dante Fabbro, 24, is a pending restricted free agent with arbitration 
rights, so a decision on him is looming. 

The issue in Nashville is a familiar one. The Predators struggle to score. 
They rank 26th in goals per game (2.69). 

At what point do they seriously modify their identity and give their 
excellent back end some run support? 

Feels like the kind of surgery more suited to the off-season. 

7. Goaltenders rarely move at the deadline, but the way Joonas 
Korpisalo has shone this season in Columbus makes him most worthy of 
a look. 

Despite playing behind the NHL’s worst team, Korpisalo has compiled a 
.910 save percentage and drastically outperformed his successor, Elvis 
Merzlikins (.873). 

Even better: The pending UFA comes with some playoff pedigree (he 
posted a .941 in his nine 2020 bubble games) and carries a modest $1.3 
million cap hit. 

Both physically and mentally, Korpisalo was not himself in 2021-22, and 
the rough season took a toll on his confidence and his wallet. 

“That’s a lonely position,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen empathizes. 
“I’ve never played baseball at a high enough level, but I imagine the 
pitcher feels the same way. When things are rolling it’s great. When 
they’re not, it probably feels like you’re throwing a beachball up there. 

“That position is so critical, and the mind is really important.” 

The 28-year-old’s mind is in the right place again. Those around the team 
describe Korpisalo as calm yet competitive. And easy to like. 

Of all the goaltenders in 2023’s UFA class with at least 20 appearances, 
only Tristan Jarry (.921) and Adin Hill (.912) have a better save 
percentage. 

Leafs goalie Matt Murray (ankle) still does not have a timeline for return 
to action. Just sayin’… 

8. If it’s mid-February and you’re still wondering whether you’re a buyer 
or a seller, you are a seller. 

9. Max Domi took a pay cut and a security cut over the summer when he 
signed the shortest contract of his career. The versatile forward bet on 
himself and joined Team Tank in Chicago for one year and $3 million. 

That contract and, moreover, Domi’s resurgent performance has turned 
him into an intriguing trade chip on a roster filled with them. 

“I think we're all in the same boat, right?” says Domi, who has found a 
top-six fit on his fifth team. “It's a tough time of year, especially when the 
year has gone the way it has. Obviously, some changes tend to happen 
around this time of year — and no one wants to see that. We all have 
become pretty close in this room. It's a great group of guys, and it's 
unfortunate how it's played out. But it's part of the business.” 

How Blackhawks' Domi is able to block out all outside deadline noise and 
focus on his game 

Domi, 27, has put himself in line for an off-season pay bump by 
producing at a rate (14-22–36) he hasn’t seen since three teams and four 
seasons ago in Montreal. 

The what-ifs buzzing around his brain between now and March 3 will 
“drive yourself insane,” if you dwell on them, Domi figures. So, he’s trying 
to narrow his focus to the next game. Staying in the moment is a battle, 
admittedly. 

“All you can really do is be a pro, come to the rink every single day and 
be a good teammate. The cliché stuff, really. Just take it day by day,” he 
says. 

“But you got to really soak it all in and enjoy it because these are 
awesome times with a great group of guys. So, unfortunately, it's 
probably not gonna last forever.” 

10. Rasmus Sandin has been relentless with his razzing of Leafs 
teammate William Nylander during his media availabilities, and we’re 
here for it. 

On what stands out about Nylander’s elevated play: “He’s backchecking. 
Finally.” 

On Nylander taking his first-ever roughing penalty: “It’s about time.” 

'It's about time': Maple Leafs' Sandin enjoyed Nylander taking first-ever 
roughing penalty 

Don’t get it twisted: this is a close friend with a good sense of humour, 
and an unbothered star who would never get fazed by these good-
natured chirps. 

Sandin and Nylander train together all summer and even shared 
Christmas dinner this season. 

The charismatic defenceman loves the increased emotion Nylander is 
showing as he hits the 30-goal mark for the earliest point in his career. 

“It just shows that he really cares, and he was a little frustrated and he 
took it out on that little guy,” Sandin says. “His effort has gone up a little 
bit every single game. 

“He’s always played terrific, but this year I think his standard has been a 
little bit higher. I think every game he's coming into work. He's working 
hard. He's doing everything he can for the team. So, it’s something I 
really appreciate from him this year.” 

11. Exhibit A in the case for securing home-ice advantage in the Atlantic 
Division: The three winningest home teams in the league are the Boston 
Bruins (22-2-3), Tampa Bay Lightning (21-4-2) and Toronto Maple Leafs 
(21-6-4). 

12. One of my favourite Jay-Z lines comes from “Heart of the City (Ain’t 
No Love)”: “Sensitive thugs, y’all all need hugs.” 

That rhyme ran through my head upon learning of the NBA’s all-star draft 
plans this weekend. The captains of Team Giannis and Team LeBron will 
select reserve players first, then the starters, so as to avoid the dreaded 
embarrassment of having one man being “last pick” at the schoolyard. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 19, 2023 

 

The NHL ditched its entertaining all-star draft in part because of on-
camera intoxication and in part because of the shame of going last. 

Phil Kessel memorably won a car for the (dis)honour in 2011: 

Someone must go last. Who cares? Why so sensitive? 

It’s all for funsies. 

I’d love to see the NHL bring back the draft for 2024 all-star weekend in 
Toronto. 

Maybe an element of mystery, where the final two picks are given sealed 
envelopes that contain a prize. 

Or throw in a twist, where the captain believes he’s drafting his own 
squad but later learns that he was picking his opponent’s team all along. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets players keenly aware of deadline with Cheveldayoff 
poised to be active 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

NEWARK, New Jersey - With the dominoes beginning to fall around him, 
Kevin Cheveldayoff continues to work the phones looking for ways to 
provide the Winnipeg Jets with a boost leading up to the NHL trade 
deadline. 

If the general manager of the Jets is waiting for a last sign from the 
personnel he assembled to convince him that it’s truly time to go all-in, 
perhaps it could come over the span of the next week to 10 days. 

During that stretch, the Jets will go head-to-head with a number of playoff 
bound teams and another that remains in the thick of the hunt, beginning 
with Sunday’s matchup against the New Jersey Devils. 

The other opponents include the New York Rangers, the New York 
Islanders (twice), the Colorado Avalanche, who are suddenly just four 
points behind the Jets and hold a game in hand, and the Los Angeles 
Kings - who remain in the mix for top spot in the Pacific Division. 

“This kind of decides where you are as a team,” Jets defenceman Nate 
Schmidt said on Saturday afternoon after a 75-minute workout at the 
Devils’ practice rink. “This is really one last little audition before the 
deadline to say ‘hey, this is what we are.’ Against really good teams.” 

Schmidt captures the mood of the moment perfectly. 

There is no doubt the Jets are one of the contenders in the Western 
Conference. 

Never mind going 0-2 against the Columbus Blue Jackets, the Jets’ body 
of work includes plenty of signature victories to go along with various 
disappointments. 

That’s normal over the course of an 82-game season, and a record of 34-
20-1 is a clear sign that the Jets have many of the pieces required to go 
on a lengthy run in the wild and wide open West. 

But for a team that has struggled against many Eastern Conference 
opponents, this stretch could help define the approach the Jets take 
leading into the Mar. 3 deadline. 

Other teams have made pre-emptive strikes, but most of those moves 
have helped East teams improve, though you can be sure GMs in the 
Western Conference will be making trades of their own during the coming 
days. 

The blender was out on Saturday afternoon and outside of what that 
means in the day-to-day operations for the Jets, it was also a reminder 
that Cheveldayoff is likely in the market for a middle-six forward, a fourth-
line forward and likely a blue-liner. Whether that’s just a depth piece or a 
top-4 guy could depend on how Neal Pionk plays during these next six 
games. 

You can be sure most of the Jets players are keeping tabs on what’s 
going on around the league - including Friday’s big deal that sent St. 
Louis Blues captain Ryan O’Reilly and fellow centre Noel Acciari to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs - and are curious how big a swing Cheveldayoff is 
going to take. 

“You’d love to be in the room. Everyone would. It’s always funny to say 
fly on the wall, right?” said Schmidt. “It’s that time of year where you start 
seeing things, seeing some teams make big deals like (Friday). 
Interesting time of the year.” 

Schmidt has been on teams that have added pieces to the puzzle with 
the Washington Capitals and Vegas Golden Knights. 

You can expect the Jets to be one of those teams who act similarly, it’s 
just a matter of whether the Jets are going to take a big swing and try to 
land someone like San Jose Sharks winger Timo Meier in the home run 
category, or look to add other players to play a specific role. 

Remember, the highest profile guys don’t always make the greatest 
impact at the deadline, though that shouldn’t deter the Jets in their 
pursuit of Meier, as he’d help solidify the forward group for both the 
present and the future - provided a long-term extension could be reached 
after a potential deal. 

Blues forward Ivan Barbashev remains someone who should be on the 
Jets’ radar, but there’s a ton of interest in him, so the Jets will need to win 
a bidding war as they look for someone who can contribute up and down 
the lineup depending on the situation. 

Perhaps the Jets pivot and turn their attention to someone like Arizona 
Coyotes defenceman Jakob Chychrun, Blue Jackets blue-liner Vladislav 
Gavrikov or Luke Schenn. 

No matter what the Jets do in the coming days, it will be done with the 
intention of strengthening the roster. 

Saturday’s skate included a full turn of the blender - and some significant 
changes on the power play, all in the name of providing a boost for the 
offence. 

“We haven’t been scoring goals the last couple games. We’re not getting 
to the net,” said Jets head coach Rick Bowness. “We’re playing two 
teams that are very high skill, high speed, and highly offensive minded. 
We’ve got a checker on each line, but we want that checker to get to the 
net. We’re not getting enough net presence. 

“Yes it’s for defensive purposes, but just as importantly for offensive 
purposes. We want the checkers on the lines to get to the net. We have 
to start scoring some greasy goals. We need more goals from that third 
line, it’s as simple as that. It can’t always be the top two lines scoring 
goals. We need goals from that third and fourth line.” 

Adding forward depth in a deal could help the Jets achieve that goal. 

For the time being, it’s up to those on the roster to create some additional 
chemistry and find a way to find the back of the net with a bit more 
regularity. 

As for the struggling power play, Bowness did more than just tinker with 
his two units, as Kyle Connor and Pierre-Luc Dubois essentially traded 
places with Cole Perfetti and Nate Schmidt. 

Those weren’t necessarily the changes that were expected when 
Bowness declared that personnel changes were coming with the man-
advantage. 

“It’s not supposed to be sideways or up. What it’s supposed to be is to 
give us two even units,” said Bowness. “Yeah, we want to get back to 
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that minute, minute (of ice-time distribution). Then figure out what unit is 
going that night. Listen, (Nikolaj Ehlers) was our best power play guy the 
other night. So we have to get him more out there, there is no question 
about that. 

“If you have two units, you want that internal competition. It can’t be like 
‘okay it’s a given, it’s a power play I’m going.’ We want more internal 
competition. Our power play has gone from 10th to whatever it is today. 
It’s just not effective enough. We’ll tweak the minutes and see where it 
goes." 

Perfetti will be asked to help distribute the puck through the high slot, 
while Schmidt moves to the top of the umbrella on the 1A unit. Josh 
Morrissey moves into the one-timer spot previously occupied by Kyle 
Connor. 

“Obviously we need to score on the power play, that’s part of it,” said 
Perfetti. “That first unit has been really solid all year and I think 
(Bowness) just wanted to give it a new look, give it a new try. 

“We’ll see what happens. He’s really stressing that the penalty kill and 
power play is a big part of these games coming down the stretch. Just 
doing whatever it takes to get the puck in the back of the net.” 

Connor Hellebuyck returns to the crease on Sunday against the Devils 
after missing the past two games due to an illness. Bowness left the door 
open for him to make consecutive starts when the Jets face the Rangers 
on Monday. 

“At this point we’ll consider anything,” said Bowness. “We’ll see.” 

Remember, in Bowness-speak, that means the Jets bench boss has 
likely decided but he’s not yet ready to reveal his decision publicly. 

In the meantime, here’s how the Jets are expected to start on Sunday: 

Kyle Connor-Pierre-Luc Dubois-Saku Maenalanen 

Cole Perfetti-Mark Scheifele-Mason Appleton 

Nikolaj Ehlers-Adam Lowry-Blake Wheeler 

Morgan Barron-Kevin Stenlund-Karson Kuhlman 

Josh Morrissey-Dylan DeMelo 

Brenden Dillon-Neal Pionk 

Dylan Samberg-Nate Schmidt 

Connor Hellebuyck 

David Rittich 

Jets PP1A 

Mark Scheifele-Nate Schmidt-Josh Morrissey 

Cole Perfetti-Blake Wheeler 

Jets PP1B 

Nikolaj Ehlers-Neal Pionk-Kyle Connor 

Kevin Stenlund-Pierre-Luc Dubois 
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TSN.CA / Dubas does what he has to do; addition of O'Reilly 'vital' for 
Cup push 

 

Mark Masters 

 

A week after declaring he didn't want to trade a first round pick for rental 
players, Kyle Dubas did just that. In a blockbuster move pulled off late 
Friday night, the Leafs general manager actually gave up four picks, 
including Toronto's first rounder this year, to acquire centres Ryan 
O'Reilly and Noel Acciari from the St. Louis Blues.  

"We have been a top-five team in the standings," Dubas said. "We are 
there again this year. When you are there, your goal has to be to try to 
win. If you are trying to win, you are trying to win the Stanley Cup. 
There's points along the way and people will laugh at that and scoff at 
that and that is fine, but we are trying to win. Anything short of that, we 
will all be disappointed." 

In addition to the first rounder, the Leafs also sent a second round pick in 
2024 and Ottawa's third round pick this year, which was acquired in the 
Matt Murray trade, to the Blues, who retained 50 per cent of O'Reilly's 
cap hit. Toronto also shipped a fourth round pick in 2025 to the 
Minnesota Wild, who retained 25 per cent of O'Reilly's salary.  

In rounds one through three in the next three drafts, the Leafs now have 
just four of their nine selections.  

"I don't think it is sustainable for the very long run, but for where we are 
at right now, we have to do what we have to do," said Dubas. "I'd be lying 
if I stood up here and said it wasn't a concern of mine ... I just felt that the 
team had earned it and we have to put our team in the best position." 

The message was received loud and clear inside the dressing room.  

"It's a big move for us," said defenceman Morgan Rielly, who is the 
longest-serving Leaf. "It's a move that, as players, we look at it and it tells 
us where we're at and kind of puts everything into perspective in terms of 
what we're trying to accomplish."  

And Dubas may not be done.  

"It is hard to say right now," he said. "You get through these things and 
everything goes quiet. People start to ask you, 'What do you have left to 
do? What are you looking to do?' If there is a way we can continue to 
improve the team, we will continue to look at that." 

    Leafland is buzzing, as it should be. Sense is, Dubas isn’t done, which 
emphasizes an all-in approach. Kerfoot? Engvall? Holl? Kampf? What 
collateral does Toronto use for another move? Very curious to see if 
ROR is a 3c or if there’s big league experimenting on the wing. 

    — Darren Dreger (@DarrenDreger) February 18, 2023 

The Leafs sent forwards Mikhail Abramov and Adam Gaudette, who had 
been with the Marlies in the American Hockey League, to St. Louis, but 
didn't part with any of their top prospects in the deal.  

"My view of it is that I would much rather keep the guys and the young 
players that are here and are signed," Dubas said. "We know them and 
we know what they are about. We have our projection of what their 
potential is without overdoing it ... The picks are a little bit like the 
mystery box. You can have the mystery box or you can have the 
prospects. We kept our guys. We will roll from there." 

O'Reilly acquisition sends 'strong message' to Leafs players 

The Maple Leafs think that the club's acquisition of Ryan O'Reilly and 
Noel Acciari puts everything into perspective in terms of what the team is 
trying to accomplish and shows the belief that the organization has in 
these players. 

--- 

O'Reilly was the MVP of the 2019 Stanley Cup playoffs when the Blues 
won it all.  

"His defensive prowess, his playoff performance, what he brings to our 
centre position, and what he brings to our team — on and off the ice — 
we thought was vital for trying to accomplish what we are trying to 
accomplish, especially with the level of competition we are going to face," 
Dubas said.  
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The Leafs are almost certain to face the Tampa Bay Lightning again in 
the first round of the playoffs. If they win a series for the first time since 
2004, then a date with the NHL-best Boston Bruins is their likely reward.  

O'Reilly reminds Toronto's captain of Boston's captain.  

"He has a very similar style to [Patrice] Bergeron," John Tavares said. 
"Just the awareness, the hockey sense, the two-way ability, so strong on 
faceoffs. Just an unbelievable competitor." 

O'Reilly, 32, has hit the scoresheet in three straight games since 
returning from a broken foot. He has 12 goals and seven assists in 40 
games this season.  

With defenceman Jake Muzzin sidelined with a spine injury and unlikely 
to return, O'Reilly becomes the only skater in Toronto's lineup to own a 
Stanley Cup ring.  

"He's one of the rare guys that actually has a higher points per game in 
the playoffs than the regular season," noted coach Sheldon Keefe.  

O'Reilly has 691 points in 978 regular season games (0.71 per game). 
He's produced 56 points in 64 playoff games (0.88 per game). 

"To have a guy that's not only won a Stanley Cup, not only been a 
captain, not only won the Selke Trophy, but won what is, at least for me, 
the most prestigious and most difficult individual trophy to win, the Conn 
Smythe, is pretty special," Keefe said.  

Keefe admitted it was tough getting to sleep on Friday night as he 
contemplated the different lineup possibilities. He'll get his first chance to 
experiment on Saturday. Per Keefe, O'Reilly and Acciari were "adamant" 
about playing against the Canadiens despite travelling from St. Louis in 
the morning.  

Tavares: O'Reilly has a 'very similar style to Bergeron' 

The Maple Leafs discuss what they think Ryan O'Reilly will bring to the 
team, with captain John Tavares saying that he's an unbelievable 
competitor and an overall complete player that will bring a lot of 
leadership qualities to the club. 

--- 

Toronto's depth down the middle is now an area of strength with Auston 
Matthews, Tavares, O'Reilly, Acciari and David Kampf in the mix. In the 
past, when the Leafs sustained an injury to a centre it was Alex Kerfoot, 
who was forced to move over.  

"You have so many options now with such an abundance of depth at 
centre," said Keefe. "We can do lots of different things. There are people 
we can move and can play centre or wing, including the guys we have 
acquired." 

The coach didn't tip his hand on Saturday's lineup. 

Acciari isn't the headliner in the deal, but the 31-year-old is expected to 
make a big impact in the bottom six.  

"In talking to our players today, they are excited about O'Reilly for 
obvious reasons," Keefe said, "but Acciari is a guy, when you hear the 
excitement for them, it speaks to the respect for his game and how hard 
he is to play against and the experience that he has in the playoffs as 
well — going deep, being a part of battles, and playing on good teams." 

"Oh man," said defenceman Mark Giordano. "He's a hard guy to play 
against as well. Really finishes every check. On the body a lot. He's one 
guy, for sure, when he's out there you know he's out there. Extremely 
hard to play against."  

Acciari has suited up in 54 Stanley Cup playoff games, including seven 
against the Leafs in 2019 when he was with the Bruins.  

"Acciari is a player we have talked about internally for a long time," 
Dubas said. "Obviously, he has been in our division every year that we 
have all been here except for this season when he signed with St. Louis. 
He is right-handed and can play centre and can play wing. He is a high-

end competitor. He is physical, but he can also chip in and score with 
strong finish around the net and off the rush." 

Acciari can also boost Toronto's penalty kill, which ranks 13th overall 
entering Saturday's games.  

"I've never seen a guy so willing and so able to block shots the way he 
does," said Canadiens defenceman Mike Matheson, who played with 
Acciari in Florida. "He's a really effective player to have in your lineup." 

Matheson on Leafs trade: 'I think it's going to help them a lot' 

Canadiens head coach Martin St. Louis, defenceman Mike Matheson 
and David Savard react to the Toronto trade to acquire Ryan O'Reilly and 
Noel Acciari from the Blues and what they can bring to the Maple Leafs. 

With this trade, Dubas feels his team has "accomplished what we were 
looking to do up front." 

The general manager is also willing to stand pat in net even with Murray 
(ankle) being placed on long term injured reserve.  

"Matt will be back healthy and ready to roll," Dubas promised. "I think this 
may be a blessing. It lets him recharge and be ready to roll while getting 
100 per cent healthy for the stretch." 

Murray is eligible to play again on March 1 in Edmonton. He hasn't 
played since Jan. 17.  

Ilya Samsonov is sidelined due to an illness, but has played well. Joseph 
Woll will start Saturday.  

"With Ilya playing the way he has, with Woll playing the way he has with 
the Marlies [and] we have Erik Kallgren there as depth as well," Dubas 
noted. "I think those guys have earned the right to roll. If things change in 
the next few weeks, we can always revisit it, but right now, I am very 
comfortable with them." 

After missing Friday's practice, Samsonov skated on Saturday morning 
and the hope is he will be ready to play Sunday in Chicago. Kallgren has 
been called up on an emergency basis and will dress as the back-up on 
Saturday.  

Dubas: O'Reilly's pedigree speaks for itself; we're trying to win 

Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas addresses the team's 
acquisition of Ryan O'Reilly and Noel Acciari and explains how the deal 
came together, discusses if he's sending a message to the group that 
they're expected to win the Stanley Cup, if he's concerned about the lack 
of picks in the next two drafts, and more. 

There have not been talks about an extension for O'Reilly, who is a 
native of Clinton, Ont.  

"You want to see how a player fits in with where you are at, whether they 
like it, and whether it is the right fit," Dubas said. "I like people to live 
together before they get married rather than take that step without it. That 
is just my view. It doesn't mean it is right. I know other teams have 
different views on it." 

Canadiens centre Sean Monahan, who hasn't played since Dec. 5, 
skated on Saturday as he continues to work his way back from a lower-
body injury.  

"He's kinda plateaued," said coach Martin St. Louis. "We'll see what next 
week brings." 

Kirby Dach was briefly on the ice on Saturday morning, but will miss a 
second straight game due to a non-COVID illness.  

'I got a little emotional, but it's real': St. Louis on the outburst he had on 
Thursday 

Canadiens head coach Martin St. Louis talks about the emotions about 
taking a timeout on Thursday against Carolina, letting the emotions get 
the best of him and trying to get the best out of his young team. 
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Lines at Canadiens skate on Saturday:  

Harvey-Pinard - Suzuki - Anderson 

Armia - Dvorak - Drouin 

Dadonov - Belzile -Hoffman 

Pezzetta - Pitlick - Ylönen  

Matheson - Barron 

Harris - Savard 

Schueneman - Kovacevic 

Allen starts  

Montembeault 
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USA TODAY / Predators prospect suspended for 10 games after poking 
fan with stick at QMJHL game 

 

Jimmy Hascup, USA TODAY 

 

A Nashville Predators prospect has been suspended for 10 games by the 
Quebec Major Junior Hockey League following an incident in which he 
apparently shoved his stick at a fan while leaving the ice, the league 
announced Wednesday.  

Zachary L’Heureux, a 19-year-old winger who was taken No. 27 overall 
in the 2021 draft, was originally suspended indefinitely after the Feb. 8 
incident that was captured on a video shared on social media. L’Heureux 
plays for the Halifax Mooseheads of the QMJHL, and the incident 
occurred in Gatineau, Quebec. 

"The player’s gesture which occurred following the game simply cannot 
be tolerated by the QMJHL," said Eric Chouinard, the QMJHL's director 
of player safety, in a press release. "Moreover, since the player has been 
suspended on several occasions, he is considered as a repeat offender." 

Chouinard also said the league reviewed video of the incident and spoke 
to  L’Heureux. 

Holden Coulter, 16, told CBC he was the fan who was poked, and that 
the incident occurred after some heckling.  

"I had to back away or else he would have probably gotten me better," 
Coulter said.  

L'Heureux has 18 goals and 37 points this season. 
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