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Weekend NHL rankings: Ryan O’Reilly to Maple Leafs, Wild worries and are we cursed? 
By Sean McIndoe 

One of the things that happen when you do power rankings, 
especially one that’s limited to a few teams, is that fans get 
mad at you. Where’s my team? Why aren’t they higher? Do 
you even watch them? It’s part of the deal, and up to a point 
it even adds to the fun. 

Then you have these rankings and readers who have a 
different question: How much would it cost us to bribe you to 
never mention us again? 

It happened again last week when I wondered if the Oilers 
were becoming a Western force. Full disclosure, I wrote most 
of that take on Sunday morning, assuming they’d be able to 
handle the Habs later that day. They lost that game, by a lot, 
and then lost to the Red Wings too. Message received, 
Oilers, I won’t bother you again. 

Look, I think I do a pretty good job with these rankings. At the 
end of the year, when we look back on them, they almost 
always hold up well. I like that we try not to get caught up in 
short-term swings, and I think it helps us paint a more 
realistic picture. I stand by my work. 

But also, yes, there does seem to be a disturbing trend of 
teams that are playing well getting a pat on the back in this 
column, and then immediately forgetting how to hockey. 

Let’s just put it on the table: These rankings might be cursed. 
We should dig into the evidence. 

Top five times these rankings cursed a team (maybe) 

5. Dallas Stars, January 2 — After being hesitant about the 
Stars all season, I finally put them in the top five as part of a 
New Year’s shakeup. They debuted at a lofty number three, 
partly on the strength of a four-game win streak. They 
immediately lost to the Kings and Ducks (!), and have lost 11 
of 18 since that ranking. 

4. Maple Leafs, December 13 — The Leafs didn’t just crack 
the top five, they got a whole section explaining why. (You 
have to do this when so many fans have made complaining 
about a team their entire personality.) They’d won four in a 
row and nine of ten. They immediately lost their next two, 
and five of nine. 

3. Sabres, January 30 — I didn’t put them in the top five, but 
I did pump their tires pretty hard and made that the case for 
why you should bandwagon their playoff push. Did you 
listen? I hope not,  because they got crushed 5-1 in their next 
game and Tage Thompson left with an injury. They’d end up 
losing four straight, seeing their playoff hopes dwindle back 
down to long-shot territory. 

2. Penguins, October 24 — Granted, we were only two 
weeks into the season, but I was already sold on the 
Penguins, who had thumped the Lightning and were looking 
good at 4-1-1. They lost their next seven games in a row. As 

an added bonus, this piece was headlined “Five early 
success stories I’m not buying yet”. Apparently, it should 
have been six. 

1. Pretty much everyone, January 16 — Oof. I put the Jets in 
the top five for the first time, and they immediately lost to the 
Habs on their way to losing five of seven. I made the case 
that the Kraken could be legitimate contenders, and they lost 
five of eight. And I moved the Golden Knights back into the 
top five after an absence; they lost to the Red Wings, and 
five of their next six, and everyone got hurt. As a bonus, this 
was also the column where I said it was time to worry about 
Colorado, and then they won five in a row, so maybe the 
mojo works both ways. 

So what’s the verdict? Are these rankings cursed? 

No, of course not. Curses aren’t real. If anything, this is a lot 
like the old Sports Illustrated or Madden cover jinxes of years 
gone by. When you highlight teams (or players, or whoever) 
that are doing well in the moment, it’s more likely than not 
that they’ll regress. It’s not a curse, it’s just probability. 
Anything else is just superstitious nonsense, something for 
fools to cling to because they don’t understand how the world 
works. 

I think. I’m like 80 percent sure. 

Anyway, let’s move on to this week’s rankings and see which 
teams are doomed forever. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

Help me out here everyone: Should the Rangers be in the 
top five? They’re a good team that just traded for Vladimir 
Tarasenko and aren’t done adding, and they’ve been red hot 
for most of the month. They’re also still just third in the Metro, 
and having three teams from the same division in a top five 
would seem weird. Maybe they bump out the Devils soon? It 
might have to happen. I guess what I’m saying is that bribes 
from Ranger fans who don’t want to be cursed are being 
accepted. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (34-18-4, +25 true goals 
differential*) — Hey, speaking of getting things wrong … 

Fair point! We’ll give the West’s slot to the Golden Knights 
this week, who rejoin our rankings after a month on the 
sidelines. That doesn’t mean it was completely wrong to 
worry about them, especially when injuries began to hit hard, 
but they’ve done an impressive job of powering through 
them. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (35-17-3, +33) — Seeing your 
locked-in opponent for round one make a big move has to 
raise a few eyebrows in Tampa, but it’s not enough for me to 
drop them in the rankings quite yet. Will the Lightning 
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respond? As Joe points out, they don’t seem to have the 
draft picks or the cap space to do it. What they do have is a 
creative GM who knows what his group can do, and that 
makes them a team worth watching. 

3. New Jersey Devils (37-14-5, +47) — Shayna went down 
the Cup checklist this week, and to nobody’s shock, teams 
like the Bruins, Lightning and Hurricanes rated well. Maybe a 
little more surprisingly, the Devils did too. Not bad for a team 
that wasn’t on many playoff lists heading into this season. 
Even better, the main weakness was top-line wingers, and 
there’s a certain somebody who could fix that problem 
quickly. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (37-10-8, +40) — The outdoor game 
looked like fun, which is really all you can ask for. You’ll 
sometimes see a team wobble a bit right after a big event, 
but the schedule suggests that won’t happen here — it’s the 
Blues, Senators and Ducks this week, which should mean 
padding the lead on top of the Metro. 

1. Boston Bruins (42-8-5, +91) — You know you’re already 
really good when your ideal trade deadline target is Nick 
Bjugstad. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Toronto Maple Leafs — So they made their big 
move, landing Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari from the Blues 
for a pile of draft picks. And the reviews have ranged from 
good to great, especially among front office types. It’s not 
hard to see why, as a team that’s notorious for coming up 
small in the biggest playoff moments lands a guy who has a 
recent Cup ring and a Conn Smythe on his resume. 

And yet … 

I mean, it’s hard not to get a little bit of the Nick Foligno vibe 
here, right? A lot of the logic being applied to this trade 
sounds a lot like what we heard around that 2021 deadline 
disaster: The veteran player having a bad season, but he’ll 
be better now that he’s healthy, and he was being held back 
by a bad team, and besides he’ll get a power-up from playing 
for the Maple Leafs because it’s his hometown team. All of 
that makes sense with O’Reilly, but it made sense with 
Foligno too, and it all turned out to be wishful thinking. 

Still, the deal really does make a lot of sense for the Maple 
Leafs. And it makes even more for Kyle Dubas, who 
upgrades his team without giving up anything more than draft 
picks that he probably won’t be around to use if it all goes 
bad again. And while you’re seeing this trade referred to as 
an “all-in” move in most of the headlines, it’s really not — the 
Leafs still have enough cap room to do something else. 

That won’t be one of the big names, you’d assume, but 
Dubas doesn’t have to be done. For now, the Leafs keep 
having a tough time with bad teams, but they do look like a 
scarier playoff opponent than they were a few days ago, and 
that would be all that matters. But it’s no sure thing, even if 
all the feel-good narratives say it should be. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

One of the big questions at this time of year, especially for 
teams in this section: Which teams that we assumed would 
be buyers might have to reevaluate? It feels like we might be 
seeing one team emerge as an answer. 

If Tarik is right, that’s one less buyer for the bad teams, and 
maybe even an extra seller to compete with. It’s a situation 
worth watching. 

5. San Jose Sharks (17-29-11, -39) — The O’Reilly trade 
was good news for Mike Grier. The Leafs weren’t a favorite 
for Timo Meier, so he probably didn’t lose a major trading 
partner, but O’Reilly going off the board ratchets up the 
pressure on other contenders who need a forward. 

4. Arizona Coyotes (20-28-9, -44) — Jakob Chychrun is still 
on the trade block. Jakob Chychrun just went on the trade 
block. Jakob Chychrun has always been on the trade block. 
Jakob Chychrun will never play hockey again, will never be 
seen again, and must never be acknowledged again for 
trade-related reasons. We have always been at war with 
Jakob Chychrun. 

3. Columbus Blue Jackets (18-34-5, -66) — It’s not a 
pleasant topic at this time of year, but Aaron tells it like it is: 
the Blue Jackets are starting to win a little too much. And 
sure, that’s what the team will say it wants. But after a 
miserable season, a second-half resurgence just as other 
teams are in full tank mode could have significant 
consequences for the long-term future. 

2. Anaheim Ducks (17-33-6, -95) — They’ve lost four games 
in a row, and given up at least six goals in each of them. But 
while their goalies can’t keep the puck out of the net, at least 
John Gibson apparently passed his final exam in the Jordan 
Binnington School of Looking Like You Want to Fight When 
You Clearly Don’t. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (18-32-5, -67) — Rough news on 
Jonathan Toews, in more ways than one. The Hawks captain 
is still suffering from the impact of long COVID and will miss 
time while he focuses on recovery. That essentially rules out 
the possibility of a trade, which of course is hardly the 
priority. Kyle Davidson doesn’t have an answer from Patrick 
Kane yet, meaning that after a season of speculation, it now 
seems possible that neither long-term franchise icon will be 
moved. But if Kane does decide to go, performances like in 
last night’s win should give his value a nice boost. 

Relatedly, Mark has an important piece that reminds us of 
the toll that the deadline can take on the real people in the 
middle of it. 

Not ranked: Minnesota Wild — Are they going to miss the 
playoffs? 

They’re a good team, after all, and the West is weak. They 
got off to a shaky start, but they righted the ship, and that felt 
like it was enough. Dom had them at over 90 percent to 
make the playoffs early on, and they’ve spent most of the 
last two months comfortably over 80 percent. They’re fine. It 
was fine. 

Lately, not so much. The Wild have barely been a .500 team 
for almost two months, going 8-8-3 in their last 19. The 
schedule has played a role, as they’ve lost to some good 
teams during that stretch, including the Avs, Hurricanes, 
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Stars, Rangers and Lightning. But you don’t win a Stanley 
Cup by only beating the bad teams. Right now, the Wild don’t 
look remotely like a team that could win much of anything. 

The situation got bad enough that Russo wrote the dreaded 
“something has to change” column. It worked, kind of, as 
they beat the Stars in the next game and then got 
yesterday’s late win over the Predators. But the big picture 
questions remain, and a lot of the answers involve GM Bill 
Guerin doing something bigger than buying a fourth-round 
draft pick. They need somebody who can score. There are 
big names who fit that description, and it feels like this team 
needs one. Worth noting: Unlike almost all of the other 
playoff contenders, they’ve got the cap space to make it 
happen. 

The other looming issue is in goal. Filip Gustavsson has 
been very good, especially for a guy who felt like a Plan B at 
best after being acquired for an unhappy Cam Talbot. Having 

a goalie playing well isn’t often considered a problem, but the 
complication here is beloved veteran Marc-Andre Fleury, 
who’s still the nominal starter and has barely been average. 
It’s easy from the outside to say you just ride Gustavsson 
down the stretch, but he’s never been a full-time starter in 
the NHL, so Dean Evason has to figure out how to balance 
this. 

All that said, the Wild are still holding down a wild-card spot, 
if only barely, and Dom still has them as more likely than not 
to make the playoffs. But with the Avalanche back on track 
and the Jets and Stars pulling away, it’s possible that the 
wild card is now the best-case scenario, and missing entirely 
isn’t out of the question. Given expectations, that would be a 
disaster. 

The good news: I just wrote about how they were bad, so 
now they’re anti-cursed. Please invite me to the Cup parade. 
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Annual Carolina Hurricanes alumni game taking place at Carter-Finley Stadium 
There's more action happening on the ice at Carter-Finley 
Stadium following the Canes win in the Stadium Series 
game. 

RALEIGH, N.C. (WTVD) -- There's more action happening 
on the ice at Carter-Finley Stadium following the Canes win 
in the Stadium Series game. 

The event brought in more than 12 million dollars in ticket 
sales alone. 

The 10th annual alumni game is going to be played at 4 p.m. 
and is free to the public. 

It's a chance for folks to take in a game inside this special 
arena if they weren't able to get ticket to the actual Stadium 
Series. 

The event is benefiting Carolina Hurricanes Foundation and 
will there will be opportunity to give a donation. 

Stanley cup winner Cam Ward is returning to the ice after 
years in retirement. 

Here is what he had to say after the announcement was 
made. 

"It was a surprise. Obviously it was a huge honor, but I'm 
extremely thankful and humbled for. It's really given my 
family an opportunity to all be in Raleigh, which I don't know 
if that's ever happened," he said. 

After the alumni game at 4 p.m., NC State Hockey Club will 
square off against UNC at 7 p.m. 
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Canes crush Capitals 4-1 at 2023 Stadium Series in Carter-Finley  
By Sam Overton and Ethan Bakogiannis 

In their most highly-anticipated game of the season, the 
Carolina Hurricanes cruised to a 4-1 victory over the 
Washington Capitals in front of nearly 60,000 fans at Carter-
Finley Stadium on Saturday, Feb. 18. 

Amidst the fanfare and pre-game press, the Hurricanes (37-
10-8) buckled down to play extraordinarily well against the 
Capitals (28-24-6). Despite the hype and high expectations 
that come alongside a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, the 
Canes didn’t let the pressure get to them. 

“We got here three hours before the game, so we had time to 
refocus and just be ready to be dialed in,” said center Martin 
Necas. “I feel like once we stepped on the ice and went in for 
the national anthem, all of us had goosebumps and we were 
so pumped up to go out and play.” 

The pre-game festivities kicked off with the Truly Hard 
Seltzer NHL PreGame as soon as fans were waved into 
parking lots at 2 p.m., six hours before puck drop. Fans had 
the opportunity to participate in ice hockey foosball, snap a 
photo with the Stanley Cup and attend a quick show from 
American indie pop group lovelytheband. 

At 5:15 p.m. sharp, Caniacs flooded the short walkway 
between PNC Arena and Carter-Finley Stadium to watch the 
Hurricanes embark on the short trek to the outdoor ice rink. 
The men appeared dressed in retro golf gear — 
knickerbockers and all — which, apparently, was the 
brainchild of right wing Stefan Noesen. 

The Capitals made the same trip about 20 minutes later, 
sporting letterman jackets and blue jeans after stepping off a 
school bus. Fans started to flood the concourse at Carter-
Finley, hoping to catch a glimpse of their favorite players 
before the game was officially underway. The stadium felt 
alive for the first time since late 2022 when the Wolfpack 
played its last football game of the season under the lights at 
Carter-Finley. 

Both rosters remained fairly stable, with the exception of 
Washington left wing Alex Ovechkin — the Capitals’ star 
player is unlikely to return for another week or so due to 
family matters, so head coach Peter Laviolette looked to fill 
the gap in his roster the best he could. 

Those in attendance who had seen an NC State football 
game or Durham Bulls game happily recognized Ripken the 
Bat Dog, who commenced Saturday night’s match with a 
ceremonial puck drop. 

Carolina made light work of the Capitals in the first frame, 
getting off to a strong start thanks to center Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi’s go-ahead goal. Although the match was by no 
means completely one-sided, Washington never really got 

going after falling to the Hurricanes early. Carolina killed two 
penalties in the first period without much incident, and Necas 
drew a penalty off of an incredible through-the-legs attempt 
that just barely missed the goalposts. 

If the Super Bowl had Rihanna, Carter-Finley had Jake 
Owen. The country music star, best known for hits like 
“Barefoot Blue Jean Night” and “I Was Jack (You Were 
Diane),” played in front of the NC State student section 
during the first intermission. His performance, alongside 
lovelytheband’s set, only contributed to the infectious 
atmosphere. If it weren’t for the ice rink in the middle of 
Carter-Finley, anyone might’ve drawn comparisons to a late-
season football game or an evening at the North Carolina 
State Fair. 

The second period belonged to Carolina’s offense — center 
Paul Stastny, Necas and left wing Teuvo Teravainen all 
scored within six minutes, boosting the Hurricanes’ lead to 4-
0 with plenty of hockey left to play. A high-energy 
atmosphere fed into Carolina’s performance, and while an 
open-air stadium doesn’t lend itself to containing noise like 
PNC Arena does, you can’t define a crowd 60,000 strong as 
anything but loud. 

“We just try to play our game,” said center Sebastian Aho. 
“There's no secret, we just try to play [our way] every night 
and especially on a night like this. You want to just do it your 
way and keep it simple and all that, so I think we did a really 
good job.” 

Necas, who’s been arguably one of the Hurricanes’ most 
valuable players this season, deserved nothing less than a 
big play under the bright lights at Carter-Finley. He leads the 
team in points and logs the second-most goals and assists 
after finishing an underwhelming season in 2022. 

“This game was pretty special,” Necas said. “It doesn’t really 
matter if I score, we got a huge win and the fans were 
unbelievable and really enjoyed every second of it. It was a 
special night, and obviously I’m happy I got a goal, too.” 

Washington didn’t let the Canes have all the fun, however. 
The Capitals broke the 4-0 shutout midway through the third 
period with a goal from right wing Tom Wilson. But Carolina’s 
monumental second period was far too much for the visitors 
to overcome, rendering the score as pure consolation. 

And with that, it was over — Carolina clinched a 4-1 victory, 
much to the chagrin of the Capitals fans who made the trek 
to Raleigh (or, at the very least, Wade Avenue). The 
Hurricanes’ most enthusiastically-awaited game came to a 
close, and Caniacs prepared to sit in traffic for what seemed 
like hours as tens of thousands of fans left the stadium in 
one fell swoop. 
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That being said, the experience — for fans and players alike 
— will remain legendary for years to come. For several 
players, it was their first outdoor game, and something like 
this doesn’t come around all that often. It’ll likely be a while 
before the Hurricanes see another outdoor rink, but one 
thing’s for certain: this game will be hard to top. 

“It’s special,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “It’s a 
special community and a special relationship between the 
players and the people that support this team, and hopefully 
other people got to see that tonight.” 

The Canes will return to the ice this Tuesday, Feb. 21 for a 
matchup against the St. Louis Blues back inside PNC Arena. 
Puck drop is set for 7 p.m.
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Wolves Fall to Monsters 3-2 
ROSEMONT, Ill.—The Chicago Wolves had their season-
long, five-game points streak snapped with a 3-2 loss to the 
Cleveland Monsters on Sunday at Allstate Arena. 

Marcus Stromwall and Jamieson Rees scored for the Wolves 
but it wasn’t enough as the Monsters rallied for the victory to 
even the season series between the teams at 4-4-0-0. The 
loss was the Wolves’ first in regulation since Feb. 3 in 
Cleveland. 

“We’ve been paying much better hockey of late and we just 
have to stick with it,” Wolves coach Brock Sheahan said after 
the game. “It’s been that kind of year for us but we’re in a 
much better spot now than we were a couple of months ago, 
for sure.” 

Stromwall opened the scoring late in the first period when he 
scooped up a puck in the slot and wired a wrist shot past 
Monsters goaltender Pavel Cajun to the glove side. The goal 

was Stromwall’s 11th of the season and gave him a team-
leading 32 points. 

In the opening minute of the second, Cleveland pulled into a 
tie on a goal by Joona Luoto off a breakaway and then took 
the lead early in the third on a score by Roman Ahcan. 

With the clock winding down, Josh Dunne scored into the 
empty net but Rees answered to make things interesting. 
The center’s 11th goal of the season came off a shot from 
the right dot that slipped past Cajun. 

Zachary Sawchenko (12 saves) suffered the loss in goal for 
the Wolves while Cajun (22 saves) earned the win earned 
the win for Cleveland. 

The Wolves dropped to 19-23-3-2 while the Monsters upped 
their record to 22-21-3-2. 

Up next: The Wolves travel to Iowa to face the Wild on 
Tuesday (7 p.m., AHLTV). 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/4227809/2023/02/20/nhl-weekend-rankings-ryan-oreilly-leafs-wild/ 

https://abc11.com/carolina-hurricanes-stadium-game-nhl-schedule/12847306/ 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-crush-capitals-4-1-at-2023-stadium-series-in-carter-finley/article_0a6f8748-b071-11ed-9962-

1f8c49d158b7.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2023/02/19/wolves-fall-to-monsters-3-2/ 
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1268826 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

‘It blew me away.’ Carolina Hurricanes’ Stadium Series win thrills owner, 
Canes fans 

 

Chip Alexander 

5-7 minutes 19/02/2023 

 

Raleigh 

The vibe was different in the Carolina Hurricanes locker room Saturday 
than in any other game this season. 

No other game was played outdoors, of course. Or played before 57,000 
fans. Nor have the Canes had to use a makeshift room at Carter-Finley 
Stadium. 

But late Saturday night there was a big-event, big-win feel after the 4-1 
victory over the Washington Capitals in the 2023 Stadium Series game. It 
smacked of both satisfaction and relief: In the biggest moment of the 
season, with the brightest lights, they delivered. 

“It was fun,” Canes owner Tom Dundon said. “I like it when it’s easy.” 

The game, that is. The Hurricanes never trailed, taking a 1-0 lead in the 
first period and before striking for three goals in the second for a four-
goal cushion as goaltender Frederik Andersen allowed only a third-period 
goal. 

“That’s the only thing that matters, right?” Dundon said. “You do all this 
and you don’t win, why did you do it? That makes it way better.” 

The Canes were better 5-on-5 and on special teams than the Caps, who 
again were dealing with the absence of captain Alex Ovechkin, who left 
the team to return home and was there when his father passed away 
Wednesday. 

Martin Necas had a power-play goal and two assists for the Canes, the 
Metropolitan Division leaders, and Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Paul Stastny and 
Teuvo Teravainen also scored as Carolina outshot the Caps, 35-25. 

“I’m just proud of the guys, the way they came out,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “The whole atmosphere was really special. Not having 
experienced one of those, I don’t know how it could be much better. 

“I didn’t know what to expect. It blew me away.” 

But if winning the game was easy enough for the Hurricanes, putting on a 
game of this magnitude required years of planning, as Dundon was quick 
to mention. A lot of work was done by the Hurricanes, by the NHL, and 
it’s a lot more than constructing a rink in a football stadium with two 
inches of ice and filling up the place with fans. 

While the Hurricanes were the host team, and it was N.C. State’s 
stadium, the NHL takes full control of all game operations. On Saturday, 
the day and the stadium belonged to the league as it staged its 37th 
outdoor game. 

It was a regular-season game, but not a regular regular-season game, by 
any means. 

“They put on a bigger show,” Dundon said of the NHL. “It was better than 
I expected. The NHL did a really good job, in all the details. It’s pretty 
impressive, the spectacle of it all.” 

The day before the game, many of the players had their kids on the ice 
for a skate-around at Carter-Finley. That will always be memorable. 
Dundon, with a smile, said he doesn’t skate, but that his kids did Friday 
and had a blast. 

After the game, some of the Hurricanes players took their time in leaving. 
Some, including captain Jordan Staal, flashed the Wolfpack sign with his 
right hand, a thank-you to N.C. State and acknowledgment of the 
school’s help in getting it done. 

Then there’s the game to remember — a 4-1 win in the Hurricanes’ first 
outdoor appearance, history in the making. 

“It was awesome,” the Canes’ Sebastian Aho said, summing it up for 
everybody. 

Dundon was asked if the success of Saturday’s game could lead to 
another in Raleigh. 

“Of course,” he said. “Absolutely.” 

This story was originally  

Published February 19, 2023, 12:06 PM. 

Profile Image of Chip Alexander 

In more than 30 years at The N&O, Chip Alexander has covered the N.C. 
State, UNC, Duke and East Carolina beats, and now is in his 11th 
season on the Carolina Hurricanes beat. Alexander, who has won 
numerous writing awards at the state and national level, covered the 
Hurricanes’ move to North Carolina in 1997 and was a part of The N&O’s 
coverage of the Canes’ 2006 Stanley Cup run. 
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1268908 St Louis Blues 

 

Blues notebook: Jake Neighbours 'out a while' after suffering upper-body 
injury in Ottawa 

 

Matthew DeFranks 

 

OTTAWA, Ontario — Blues forward Jake Neighbours will be “out a 
while,” coach Craig Berube said after the team’s 7-2 loss Sunday to the 
Senators. 

Neighbours exited the game because of an upper-body injury after 
playing just one shift in the first period. After the game, he was seen with 
a sling around his right arm outside the Blues’ dressing room. 
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“I feel for him, and one of our younger guys that are up and coming,” 
Berube said. “It’s a tough blow, for sure.” 

It was Neighbours’ third game since being recalled to replace injured 
forward Brandon Saad in the lineup. With forwards Vladimir Tarasenko, 
Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari traded , Neighbours figured to earn more 
ice time as he found his footing in the NHL. 

On Sunday, Neighbours began the game on a line with Sammy Blais and 
Brayden Schenn. He had roles on both special teams units in recent 
games. 

Before the game, Berube said the younger Blues players would have a 
chance to develop with more playing time and more teaching from the 
coaching staff. 

“They’re young guys, not a lot of experience, but they’re going to get 
good experience,” Berube said. “They’re going to get situations that are 
good for them, power play and penalty kill and things like that. That’s how 
they grow as players. They’ve got to play. As they play and they go 
along, as a coach, you’ve got to teach and try to help them.” 

Now, Neighbours will miss out on that opportunity, at least for the time 
being. 

Buchnevich could returnInjured forward Pavel Buchnevich did not travel 
with the team for Sunday’s game, but could rejoin the Blues in Raleigh, 
N.C., before Tuesday’s game there against the Hurricanes, Berube said. 
Berube said Buchnevich would get re-evaluated Sunday and “if he’s 
doing better, gets on the ice,” could fly to Carolina. 

Buchnevich left the Blues’ loss Saturday to Colorado in the second 
period because of a lower-body injury and did not return. After Saturday’s 
game, Berube said the injury was different than the ankle infection that 
forced Buchnevich out before the All-Star break. 

Buchnevich’s absence on Sunday left the Blues without five of their top 
nine goal scorers this season. Buchnevich is tied for second on the team 
with 16 goals, the injured Saad (upper body) has 15 goals, and the Blues 
already have traded O’Reilly (12 goals), Tarasenko (10) and Acciari (10). 

New blood 

Recently promoted Nikita Alexandrov and Matthew Highmore entered 
Sunday’s lineup, replacing Buchnevich and Josh Leivo. 

It was Alexandrov’s 19th NHL game this season, and he had three goals 
and two assists. He scored a goal in his previous NHL game, on Jan. 30 
in Winnipeg. 

Highmore, meanwhile, made his Blues debut on Sunday after signing a 
one-year, two-way contract with the team in the summer. He was an AHL 
All-Star with affiliate Springfield, and had 46 points in 47 games before 
his promotion to St. Louis 

“He’s just a hard worker,” Berube said. “I remember from camp, works 
hard, straight line player, can kill penalties, but he’s going to give you the 
effort that you need.” 

Highmore played in137 combined NHL games with Vancouver and 
Chicago, scoring 12 goals and assisting on 15 more. 

Busy old friendsIt was a quick transition to their new team for former 
Blues O’Reilly and Acciari. After being traded to the Maple Leafs late on 
Friday night, they played in Toronto against the Canadiens on Saturday 
night then against the Blackhawks on Sunday in Chicago. 

After Saturday’s game, which Toronto won 5-1, Acciari said “We didn’t 
want to waste any time. We wanted to get right out here and be with 
these guys, get a day here in this arena in front of the home crowd, and 
get that big win in front of everyone.” 

O’Reilly had an assist in his Maple Leafs debut, playing center on a line 
with John Tavares and Mitch Marner. 

“I catch myself every few hours or so, I still can’t believe everything that’s 
gone on and such,” O’Reilly said after Saturday’s game. “It’s just been a 
whirlwind. It’s nice to be with the boys and start this process. It’s a great 
team here and I’m very excited to be part of it.” 

Then on Sunday, in a 5-3 loss to Chicago, Acciari scored a goal. O’Reilly 
did not have any points. 

• Defenseman Torey Krug returned to the lineup after a one-game 
absence because of a lower-body injury. Robert Bortuzzo was a healthy 
scratch. 

• Forward Logan Brown played Sunday after landing face-first on the ice 
in Saturday’s game. 
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Blues blown out by Senators, must 'get over what’s going on' after 
matching worst loss this season 

 

Matthew DeFranks 

 

OTTAWA, Ontario — For the Blues, this reality must feel odd. 

Plunged further into their new world with a 7-2 loss to the Senators on 
Sunday afternoon, the Blues are faced with a reality in which trades have 
gutted their roster and injuries have pillaged the remaining survivors. The 
fleeting joy brought on by a three-game winning streak after the All-Star 
break has been beat back by Friday’s trade of Ryan O’Reilly, Saturday’s 
loss to Colorado and Sunday’s blowout in Ottawa. 

“I’m sure it is (tough),” Blues coach Craig Berube said. “There’s no doubt. 
But you’ve got to move on. You’re pros, they’re pros. They get paid to 
perform. That’s not performing” Sunday. 

The loss tied the Blues’ worst of the season, a 5-0 drubbing by Arizona 
on Jan. 26. Six Senators scored , as Tim Stutzle, Brady Tkachuk and 
Alex DeBrincat each posted three-point days. 

Colton Parayko and Tyler Pitlick scored in the third period for the Blues. 
Thomas Greiss, making his first start since Jan. 26, made 27 saves. 

St. Louis finishes its brief trip on Tuesday in Carolina against the 
Metropolitan-leading Hurricanes. 

The Blues franchise is not used to being in this position. The team, which 
has won a Stanley Cup more recently than 29 other franchises, is poised 
to miss the playoffs for just the second time since 2011. But now, the 
trade deadline next week appears to be the most important date on the 
upcoming calendar, and summer might arrive in the second week of 
April. 

“Everything’s better when you’re winning, there’s no doubt about that,” 
Parayko said. “You ask any player, that’s the best part about playing is 
winning together as a team, as a group. Obviously difficult, but this is 
where we’ve got to come together, like I said. This is going to show some 
of our strength and some of our character as a group.” 

Given the state of the Blues’ roster — now without O’Reilly, Noel Acciari, 
Vladimir Tarasenko as well as Niko Mikkola because of trades, and 
minus Pavel Buchnevich and Brandon Saad because of injuries — they 
could enter many games in the final two months outgunned, outmanned. 

“We’ve got to move past it as some point, right?” Tyler Tucker asked. 
“They were big pieces in our locker room and on the ice. I think we’ve got 
the right group, and the guys here that can look past that and move past 
it.” 
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Of the 18 skaters in their lineup on Sunday, half of them played AHL 
games in the last two years. Their second-power play unit vs. Ottawa 
featured three forwards (Nikita Alexandrov, Logan Brown, Sammy Blais) 
with a combined five goals this season. Matthew Highmore made his 
Blues debut after an AHL All-Star season with Springfield. 

That doesn’t even account for losing Jake Neighbours after just one shift 
Sunday to an upper-body injury, or being without Tucker for 17 minutes 
after his fight with Austin Watson. 

On some nights, the Blues’ best efforts still might not be enough to 
overcome the assumed talent discrepancy. 

Sunday was not the Blues’ best effort. 

“Not much to look at,” Berube said. 

Many of the same themes that have popped up throughout the 
disappointing season reappeared at Canadian Tire Centre. 

Ivan Barbashev got beat back to his own net by Shane Pinto on the rush. 
A bad second-period change by Justin Faulk and Torey Krug left Tucker 
and Calle Rosen in a tough spot to defend Stutzle’s first goal. Tkachuk 
outmuscled Krug at the net-front to tip home a goal. Drake Batherson 
slipped behind Faulk for a back-door tap-in. Stutzle beat Faulk to the slot 
for his second goal. 

By the time 5:45 remained in the second period, the Blues had become a 
punchline to the in-arena DJ in Ottawa, who played “Mambo No. 5” to 
celebrate the Senators’ 5-0 lead. 

Opportunities for galvanizing moments came and went this weekend for 
the Blues. Now, they’ve got to move on. 

“They have to figure it out,” Berube said. “You’ve got to get over what’s 
going on. We have veterans in the there that are good players, and 
they’ve got to take control of the team. They’ve got to understand the 
situation we’re in. They’ve got to play better. That’s how you take control 
of it. Right now, they’re not. That’s it.” 

To the coaching staff and players, each of the 26 remaining games 
matters. Players are fighting for contracts and playing time. Coaches are 
fighting for wins. But to observers of the organization, the results of the 
games almost have become a secondary focus — behind the capital 
acquired before the trade deadline, and behind the development of 
young players. 

But not every game will be like Sunday. The Blues won’t be down six 
goals regularly. They won’t go 0 for six on the power play every game. 

There will be bright spots along the way, even if they are a simple and 
temporary blip in an otherwise dreary situation. Such as Tucker coming 
to Barbashev’s defense after he was dumped in the corner by Watson. 

“Just felt it was necessary,” Tucker said. “We’re down 4-0. Try and get a 
spark or something.” 

Berube: “He’s that type of kid. He’s got character and sticks up for his 
teammates. Good team player.” 

Such as Alexey Toropchenko’s second-period drive to the net. Such as 
Parayko’s solo effort to turn a corner board battle into the first Blues goal. 

Moments don’t equate to wins, though. And without wins, the Blues are in 
for a two-month slog to the finish line. 

“We’ve got to focus on ourselves in this room and the guys we have in 
this locker room, make sure we’re giving our best effort, that we’re 
working for each other, working hard,” Parayko said. “That’s all we can 
control right now. If we do that, I think we’ll put ourselves in good shape. 

“I have no doubt that we’re going to stick together. We have a tight-knit 
group, and we’ve just got to keep moving forward.” 
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Playoff hope, there still is, after Senators romp past Blues 

 

Ken Warren 

Published Feb 19, 2023 

 

The greatest teacher, failure is. 

To quote Yoda after what turned into a Star Wars-themed explosion of 
goals Sunday afternoon at Canadian Tire Centre, the Ottawa Senators 
clearly learned something following Friday’s late game meltdown against 
the Chicago Blackhawks. 

The young forward poster boys of the seemingly endless rebuild — Tim 
Stutzle, Brady Tkachuk, Drake Batherson, Alex DeBrincat and Shane 
Pinto — had their offensive engines rolling in the 7-2 romp over the 
Blues. At the other end, Great Dane Mads Sogaard, playing in only his 
sixth NHL game, rebounded with a solid 30-save effort after kicking 
himself to the curb following the loss to the Blackhawks. 

A young group, this is. When the pressure of a legitimate playoff race has 
arrived at various previous points this season, they’ve often buckled, 
losing focus. Once they’ve been counted out, though, they’re regained 
momentum again. And again. The latest rally came against a Blues team 
that lost the heart of its 2019 Stanley Cup championship team on Friday 
when Ryan O’Reilly was traded to the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The Senators season was seemingly over and done with after the 
Winnipeg Jets rolled the Senators on Jan. 21, a lopsided 5-1 contest that 
left them with a 20-23-3 mark and full of endless questions about whether 
they could compete against the NHL’s best. Well, maybe not. They 
dusted themselves off to win six of seven, sandwiched around their 
lengthy early February break, to gain a little ground in the climb towards 
a wild card spot. Friday against the Blackhawks the immaturity re-
appeared without warning. 

So, what gives? 

“We’re resilient, but also I think it’s learning,” said 31-year-old tough guy 
winger Austin Watson, who has had a ringside seat to watch all the ebbs 
and flows that have happened with the kids around him. “There’s 82 
games and they come at you quickly. You have to learn not to ride the 
highs and the lows and just get back to ‘okay, you might have lost one 
that you should have won, but what do we do the next day?’ Well, we just 
come back and try to do it better. The young guys are getting the hang of 
it and the group in general is just being more consistent.” 

Ottawa Senators goaltender Mads Sogaard (40) makes a save against 
the St. Louis Blues during second period NHL action at the Canadian 
Tire Centre on Sunday, Feb. 19, 2023. 

It has also served the Senators well to not talk publicly about the playoff 
chase for the past month. The challenge isn’t at Hamburglar-esque levels 
— the appearance of rookies Sogaard and Kevin Mandolese in the 
crease for the past week has raised some intriguing parallels to those 
magic moments — but making the post-season is a still ridiculous long 
shot. 

Not completely done yet, the Senators are. After Sunday’s win, they’re 
27-24-4, five points and five teams out of the post-season, still teasing 
their fans with faint hope. 

Watson recognizes the fan base agonizes during the roller-coaster ride of 
an 82-game season, but he also says young players have to block out 
the distractions to maintain consistency and to not check the standings 
every five minutes. 
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“It’s everywhere,” he said. “The guys see it, but if there’s anything I’ve 
learned in my life, there’s no sense in looking back or looking forward. 
You’ve just got to look right in front of you. You can’t play the next 10 
games right away. You’ve got to play the next one.” 

Indeed. Amid the pats on the back for the three point afternoons from 
Stutzle, Tkachuk and DeBrincat, along with Ridly Greig’s first NHL goal, 
they were packing up the dressing room, leaving immediately for Boston 
and Monday’s matinee against the Bruins. 

While the fans can’t help but think about what might happen should the 
Senators find a way to keep making up ground in the next week with 
games against Boston, Carolina and Montreal — a potential pivotal 
doubleheader against the Detroit Red Wings Feb. 27 and 28 at Canadian 
Tire Centre looms in the distance — the players can’t afford to get ahead 
of themselves against the powerhouse Bruins. 

“We’ve played pretty good hockey for the last few weeks here ever since 
the break, and before the break, too, and I think we’re kind of finding our 
groove here,” said Batherson, clearly back at home on a line alongside 
Pinto and DeBrincat. 

For now, perhaps the most intriguing question in the take-each-game-as-
it-comes approach is who gets the net against the Bruins. There has 
been a reluctance to give Sogaard starts on consecutive days due to his 
injury history, but he says he’s ready to go if he gets the call. Mandolese, 
meanwhile, is coming off a 46-save victory in his first NHL start, a 3-2 
shootout win over the New York Islanders Tuesday. 

“We have to protect the kid,” coach D.J. Smith said of Sogaard. “We 
know the information that we have, that it’s not an ideal situation for him 
to play in any back to back scenario, but again, if it’s something you’ve 
got to do, you’ve got to do it.” 

A difficult call, it is. 
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GARRIOCH: Senators bounce back with a 7-2 victory over St. Louis 
Blues 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Published Feb 19, 2023  

 

The Ottawa Senators were unstoppable Sunday. 

This afternoon was about redemption as the Senators skated to a 7-2 
victory over the St. Louis Blues in front of a sellout crowd of 18,671 at the 
Canadian Tire Centre. 

Led by three-point efforts from Brady Tkachuk, Tim Stutzle and Alex 
DeBrincat, the Senators bounced back from a disappointing 4-3 OT loss 
to the Chicago Blackhawks Friday night and Ottawa is now 7-1-1 in its 
last nine games. 

Ridly Greig scored his first NHL goal while Drake Batherson and Shane 
Pinto also chipped in with goals while rookie goaltender Mads Sogaard 
made 30 stops. This was the start of back-to-back games that will 
continue Monday afternoon for the Senators against the high-flying 
Boston Bruins. 

The Senators stopped looking at the standings a long time ago but 
they’ve put themselves back in the conversation for a playoff spot. It may 
still be a long shot but they now sit only five points behind the New York 
Islanders for the final wildcard spot in the East. 

“Our best players were our best players,” said Ottawa coach D.J. Smith. 
“There’s so many times when you don’t win that you say your head that 
our best players weren’t our best players. When they are, you usually 
win.” 

Smith said the club had moved on from the loss to Chicago. 

“Our group is more mature now and they’re letting games go,” he said. 
“People on the outside made so much noise about losing to Chicago. 
Any team can beat any team and we’re witness to that. We’ve been in 
last or second-last and we’ve beaten teams at that stage. 

“Our guys knew they didn’t play the right way and turned the page. That’s 
a good sign because if you win a game you’re not going to be too higher 
either.” 

Greig scored at 18:16 of the third to complete a great afternoon for the 
Senators and make this a win the rookie centre can remember. His 
celebration was somewhat tempered, but Greig noted that’s just him. 

“It felt pretty good. Even with the scenario of the game being 6-2, I was 
still pretty happy. It was good,” said Greig. “I’m not much (to) celebrate. 
Maybe if it was a 2-2 game I might have done something but it was good 
feeling.” 

The Senators took control of this game by pulling out to a 5-0 lead with 
four unanswered goals in the second period after opening the scoring 
late in the first. St. Louis goalie Thomas Greiss wasn’t getting a whole lot 
of help from his teammates and the Blues paid the price. 

Batherson scored his 17th of the season at 12:35 of the second period by 
redirecting a pass from DeBrincat by Greiss. 

Three goals on five shots for the Senators were key for Ottawa. Tkachuk 
tipped a shot by Claude Giroux from the point by Greiss at 10:07 gave 
the club the four-goal advantage. The Blues challenged for a high stick 
but it was clear that Tkachuk’s tip was below the crossbar. 

“We didn’t like the finish (Friday) and it was important for us to get back 
our game,” said Tkachuk. 

Led by some timely saves by Sogaard to keep the Blues at bay, the 
Senators pulled out to a 3-0 lead after Stutzle made a beautiful move on 
Greiss for his 25th of the season. He went to the net and went top shelf 
with backhander at 7:23. 

“We were in the game from the start and Sogaard was great again. We 
came out and scored a lot of goals so that was good for the fans as well,” 
said Stutzle. “As a team, we’re playing way better than we did and we’re 
holding onto pucks and making plays. It’s a lot of fun right now. 

“The game against Chicago shouldn’t have happened, but the next day 
we came back to work and everybody was doing great. That’s the most 
important. You have to stay on the same page all the time and I thought 
that’s what we did.” 

Ottawa pulled out to a 2-0 lead on the strength of DeBrincat’s 19th goal 
of the season. He took a perfect pass through the seam from Stutzle on 
the power play and fired a blast by Greiss on the stick side at 1:51 of the 
second. 

The Senators came into this game with eight straight victories after 
scoring the first goal and they skated to a 1-0 lead after 20 minutes. 

It was Pinto who opened the scoring with his 14th goal of the season. He 
was able to redirect a saucer pass in the air by Greiss at 15:57 of the 
second. It’s hard to say if the pass by Batherson was better than PInto’s 
ability to bat it out of the air to put it home. 

“We knew against Chicago we didn’t play our best game and we didn’t 
stick to our game plan,” said defenceman Thomas Chabot, who had an 
assist and 23 minutes of ice time. “It’s nice to see the team bounce back 
that way. To play the way we played, everybody is pretty happy.” 
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GARRIOCH: The deals begin for the Senators as winger Tyler Motte 
dealt to Rangers 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Published Feb 19, 2023 

 

The wheeling and dealing is under way for the Ottawa Senators. 

The Senators dealt winger Tyler Motte back to the New York Rangers 
Sunday in exchange for winger Julien Gauther and a conditional seventh-
round pick in the 2023 NHL draft. 

Motte signed here as a unrestricted free agent after spending last season 
with the Rangers. He was scheduled to play against the St. Louis Blues 
but was told by Senators general manager Pierre Dorion to go home to 
await a deal when he arrived at the rink a few hours before the game. 

A first-round pick of the Carolina Hurricanes in the 2016 NHL draft, 
Gauthier, 25, has suited up for 40 games with New York this season. 
He’s a fourth-line winger and brings good size at 6-foot-4, 224-pounds. 
He has six goals and nine points with the Rangers. 

He’ll make his debut Monday against the Boston Bruins on the road. It 
wouldn’t be a surprise if the club sat veteran forward Derick Brassard in a 
back-to-back situation. 

If the Rangers advance past the first-round of the playoffs then the 
Senators will receive a sixth-round pick from New York. Motte is an 
effective penalty killer and the Rangers wanted to bring him back. 

“Julien Gauthier is a hard-working, good skating winger with a big body 
who routinely goes to the opponent’s net. His north/south game should 
be a nice addition to our lineup,” Dorion said Sunday. 

Acquiring Gauthier gives Dorion some flexibility with his fourth-line at the 
deadline. It gives the club some depth to finish the season and he could 
be a capable replacement for rugged winger Austin Watson if he’s dealt 
at the deadline. 

Alternate captain Thomas Chabot and winger Mathieu Joseph played 
junior with Gauthier with the QMJHL’s Saint John Sea Dogs. 

“You never want to see any teammates go. He’s a big guy, fast guy, who 
can skate really well. He’s a good guy off the ice and he’s going to fit 
right in this locker room,” said Chabot. 

WATCH AND WAIT 

Goaltender Cam Talbot didn’t make the trip to Boston and he won’t suit 
up until either Friday against the Carolina Hurricanes or Saturday at the 
Bell Centre against the Montreal Canadiens. 

The Senators were hoping to have Talbot start Sunday, but after taking 
part in the full skate Saturday it was determined he wasn’t ready. Talbot 
suffered a groin injury Jan. 21st against the New York Islanders and has 
missed eight straight games. 

The expectation is Kevin Mandolese will make the start against the 
Bruins Monday, but Smith noted he wanted to talk to Dorion before 
making a final decision. 

“(Talbot’s) unable to play and he won’t play (Monday),” Smith said. 
“We’re hopeful for Carolina or Montreal.” 

THIS N’ THAT 

The officials took a second look at a hit by centre Tim Stutzle on St. Louis 
winger Colton Parayko in the first period. He went down hard and the 
officials took a second look to see if Stutzle deserved a major for 
determining the original charging call stood … Been a tough season for 
Senators’ head athletic therapist Dom Nicoletta. He was hit it in the head 
by a flying puck for the second time this year. Fortunately, Nicoletta 
returned to his post for the second period and had stitches in his ear … 
Stutzle’s 25th of the season against the Bues was his fifth in his last six 
games. Only five players in the league have more points than Stutzle 
since Jan. 1 … The Blues weren’t happy with Watson in the second. He 
was given two minutes for boarding Ivan Barbashev at 10:29 of the 
second with Ottawa out to a 4-0 lead. But the Blues nullified the power 
play when Tyler Tucker dropped the gloves and was given an instigator. 

OFF THE GLASS 

The deal was announced about 15 minutes before the game and Chabot 
noted you have to expect trades with the deadline approaching. “It’s that 
time of year nobody really enjoys and you’re going to lose some 
teammates,” said Chabot. “You never want to see that but it’s part of the 
game that you can’t control.” … Winger Drake Batherson suited up for his 
200th game Sunday and picked up an assist on centre Shane Pinto’s 
opening goal. Batherson has 56 goals and 143 points in that stretch. 
Only three more players have scored more points in their first 200 
games: Jason Spezza (57-134-91), Alexei Yashin (76-105-81) and 
Daniel Alfredsson (64-105-169) … Gauthier will wear No. 77 for the 
Senators. He’s only the second player in franchise history to wear the 
number. The last player was defenceman Joe Corvo … Motte will make 
his return to New York against the Winnipeg Jets Monday … Captain 
Brady Tkachuk extended his point-scoring streak to six straight games. 
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NHL trade grades: Tyler Motte to the Rangers — the sequel 

 

By Shayna Goldman and Sean Gentille 

Feb 19, 2023 

 

The Trade 

Rangers get: Tyler Motte 

Senators get: Julien Gauthier, 2023 seventh-round pick (conditional) 

Shayna Goldman: The Rangers continue with the same theme: 
correcting a slow offseason, which included letting Tyler Motte go as a 
free agent. After the Tarasenko-Mikkola trade, the next thing for New 
York to address was their fourth line. Last night’s game against Calgary 
only emphasized that, when two-thirds of that line saw their night end 
early in the second period. In Motte, management found one of the 
better, less expensive options on the market — and a player they can be 
pretty confident will mesh well with their team considering his experience 
from last postseason. This time it costs Julien Gauthier and a seventh, 
after moving a fourth for him last deadline. 

In today’s NHL, a fourth line shouldn’t be composed of defense-only 
forwards. That’s a reactive way of playing the game when the idea 
should always be to push the pace of play. The best defense legitimately 
is a good offense, and Motte helps add that element to New York’s 
depth. He’s a speedy, disruptive winger who can help both at even 
strength and on the penalty kill. 

Motte’s arrival likely would have knocked Julien Gauthier out of the lineup 
in New York, so him being a part of the return does make sense from that 
perspective. That’s a player the team should have tried to maximize a bit 
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more because the skill set is there, and he was never a fit for their fourth 
line. It seems like management has recognized whom the coaches are 
and aren’t willing to lean on, and (regardless of whether the dynamic 
should be this way) are working within those bounds to better the team. 
The question now is whether the Rangers are done. They crossed off 
another need from their checklist, but fourth-line players keep getting 
moved to top-six right wing. The bright side is that management has time 
to figure out how to proceed after seeing how the lineup looks with Motte 
back in the fold. 

Since the Senators aren’t destined for the playoffs, it makes sense to 
move out pending free agents to ensure a return. Instead of just loading 
up on picks, given where Ottawa is right now, it makes sense to want 
younger, NHL-caliber talent. Gauthier’s ceiling probably isn’t as high as it 
was thought to be when he was drafted, but he’s a speedy winger who 
can drive to the quality areas of the ice. He could use some help to reach 
his potential and should get the opportunity with his new team. That’s not 
a bad return for a pending UFA who slots into a playoff team’s fourth line. 

Rangers grade: B+ 

Senators grade: B 

Sean Gentille: My biggest question here is whether Tyler Motte was with 
the Rangers long enough last year to rent an apartment. Maybe he can 
get the same one for his second go-round. Fit-wise, he makes perfect 
sense, just like he did in 2022. 

He’s a bottom-six stuff-disturber with a defined skill set — skating, 
penalty killing, penalty drawing — that every playoff team could use, and 
the Rangers specifically need more of on their fourth line. It’s not as big a 
move for Chris Drury as trading for Vladimir Tarasenko was, and it’s not 
as important, but there’s some shared DNA, too. This was a team that 
had clear and obvious needs — a top-six, goal-scoring right wing who 
would push other players back down to their spots of best fit, a bottom-
pair option and a player who’d make the fourth line a little more relevant. 

In Tarasenko, Niko Mikkola and Motte, they’ve checked all the boxes. By 
sending out Gauthier, a player Motte might have sent to the press box 
anyway, they also preserved some salary cap space. The Rangers aren’t 
quite in step with the tippy-top of the Eastern Conference, but their lineup 
makes as much sense as anybody’s. This is a dangerous team, and a 
more playoff-ready group of skaters than the one that worked in front of 
Igor Shesterkin last season. Look out. Based on fit and opportunity cost, 
this grades out well for New York. 

As far as Ottawa is concerned, the return is fine. Gauthier doesn’t have a 
track record to get excited about, but he’s 6-foot-4 and a decent skater. 
That’s worth a roll of the dice, especially for a pending UFA. The fit is 
good, but … it’s still Tyler Motte. If the goal was to add a player, rather 
than, say, a fourth-rounder, mission accomplished. I’m not totally sure 
that should’ve been the goal, but hey, who knows. (We’d mention that 
Gauthier was a first-round pick as a reason to like this move a little more 
for the Senators, but that was nearly seven years and two teams ago. At 
some point it ceases to matter. While we’re on the topic of stuff that 
doesn’t matter, he played on a junior team with Thomas Chabot.) 

Rangers grade: B 

Senators grade: B- 
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Rangers bring back Tyler Motte, send Julien Gauthier, pick to Senators: 
Why the teams made the deal 

 

By Ian Mendes and Arthur Staple 

Feb 19, 2023 

 

The Rangers acquired forward Tyler Motte in a trade with the Senators in 
exchange for forward Julien Gauthier and a conditional 2023 seventh-
round draft pick, the teams announced Sunday. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

The condition of the pick is that if the Rangers advance to the second 
round of the 2023 playoffs, the pick will improve to the lower of the 
Rangers’ or the Jets’ 2023 sixth-round selection. 

Motte, 27, was traded to New York from the Canucks last season and 
played in nine regular-season games and 15 in the playoffs. He had 
three goals and six assists in 38 games for Ottawa this season. 

Gauthier, 25, had six goals and three assists in 40 games for New York, 
where he’s been since 2019. Gauthier was the No. 21 pick in the 2016 
NHL Draft. 

Backstory 

In his stint with the Rangers last season, Motte scored two goals during 
the team’s second-round series win over the Hurricanes. 

Why did New York want Motte back? 

Motte was a solid addition at last year’s trade deadline from the Canucks; 
even though he missed the end of the regular season and the first five 
games of the playoffs, the Rangers liked the energy and skill he brought 
to their fourth line. They needed those upgrades again this season and 
the cost was minimal, so why not a reunion? And they hope Motte, who 
missed a long stretch recently with a broken finger, has already had his 
major injury for the year. — Staple 

What Gauthier brings to Ottawa 

This feels like a straight swap where Ottawa gets a player under team 
control for next season in exchange for a pending unrestricted free agent 
in Motte. Gauthier, who is making $800,000 this season, is an RFA this 
summer, so conceivably this could be a trial run for him to audition for a 
fourth-line role next season. 

Ottawa’s bottom-six should have some openings next season. Motte is 
already out the door and it’s very likely Derick Brassard and Austin 
Watson won’t be back next season. Gauthier will likely have a head start 
on one of those open positions in the final 25 games of this regular 
season. 

In a press release, Senators general manager Pierre Dorion said, “Julien 
Gauthier is a hard-working, good skating winger with a big body who 
routinely goes to the opponent’s net. His north/south game should be a 
nice addition to our lineup.” 

Gauthier was a junior hockey teammate of both Thomas Chabot and 
Mathieu Joseph’s in Saint John, so he does have some familiarity with a 
couple of members of the Senators. — Mendes 
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Ducks looking forward to Troy Terry’s return 

 

Lisa Dillman 

3-4 minutes 19/02/2023 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 20, 2023 

 

Not that the Ducks needed evidence that life without Troy Terry in the 
lineup would be an uphill struggle, but the importance of their best player 
has been accentuated the past four games, all one-sided losses. 

They gave up six goals to the Pittsburgh Penguins, seven to the Vegas 
Golden Knights, seven to the Buffalo Sabres and six more to the Kings 
on Friday night at Honda Center. 

“Another game where we shot ourselves in the foot,” goaltender John 
Gibson said after the 6-3 loss to the Kings, in which the Ducks gave up 
three power-play goals. 

While it looks like a historically brutal stretch, in allowing six or more 
goals in four straight games, well, the Ducks have been down this road 
before. 

In the 1995-96 season, they dropped four consecutive games, giving up 
seven goals to the San Jose Sharks and six goals each in losses to the 
Detroit Red Wings, Vancouver Canucks and Kings in a stretch running 
from Dec.19 to Dec. 27. 

(For the record, goalies Mikhail Shtalenkov and Guy Hebert shared the 
pain in that particular run.) 

Terry left the game early in the first period of his first game after the All-
Star break — on Feb. 6 in Dallas — joining a list of prominent players 
suffering injuries after the pause. The Ducks’ second-leading scorer was 
called week-to-week with an upper-body injury but skated for the first 
time on Friday morning and took part in practice Sunday, the Ducks said. 
They are on the road for a four-game trip, which starts on Monday 
against the Florida Panthers at 10 a.m. (PT). 

After the trip, the Ducks play a home-heavy schedule down the stretch 
with only seven road games remaining. The biggest date for them — at 
least until the NHL draft lottery — is March 3, the league’s trade deadline. 

While bigger names were traded by Ducks GM Pat Verbeek last season 
— Rickard Rakell to Pittsburgh, Hampus Lindholm to Boston and Josh 
Manson to Colorado — there could be three or four others moved out this 
time around, depending on market conditions and valuation. 

Defensemen John Klingberg, Dmitry Kulikov and Kevin Shattenkirk and 
goaltender Anthony Stolarz will be unrestricted free agents, and while 
forward Adam Henrique has one year remaining at $5.825 million, there 
could be a match depending on how much money the Ducks would be 
willing to retain. 

Another challenge is his 10-team, no-trade clause, according to 
CapFriendly.com. Of note, Klingberg has a 10-team, no-trade clause as 
of Jan. 1. It had been a full no-move clause until then. 

Shattenkirk has a 12-team, no-trade list, according to CapFriendly. 
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Weekend NHL rankings: Ryan O’Reilly to Maple Leafs, Wild worries and 
are we cursed? 

 

Sean McIndoe 

13-17 minutes 20/02/2023 

 

One of the things that happen when you do power rankings, especially 
one that’s limited to a few teams, is that fans get mad at you. Where’s my 
team? Why aren’t they higher? Do you even watch them? It’s part of the 
deal, and up to a point it even adds to the fun. 

Then you have these rankings and readers who have a different 
question: How much would it cost us to bribe you to never mention us 
again? 

It happened again last week when I wondered if the Oilers were 
becoming a Western force. Full disclosure, I wrote most of that take on 
Sunday morning, assuming they’d be able to handle the Habs later that 
day. They lost that game, by a lot, and then lost to the Red Wings too. 
Message received, Oilers, I won’t bother you again. 

Look, I think I do a pretty good job with these rankings. At the end of the 
year, when we look back on them, they almost always hold up well. I like 
that we try not to get caught up in short-term swings, and I think it helps 
us paint a more realistic picture. I stand by my work. 

But also, yes, there does seem to be a disturbing trend of teams that are 
playing well getting a pat on the back in this column, and then 
immediately forgetting how to hockey. 

Let’s just put it on the table: These rankings might be cursed. We should 
dig into the evidence. 

Top five times these rankings cursed a team (maybe) 

5. Dallas Stars, January 2 — After being hesitant about the Stars all 
season, I finally put them in the top five as part of a New Year’s shakeup. 
They debuted at a lofty number three, partly on the strength of a four-
game win streak. They immediately lost to the Kings and Ducks (!), and 
have lost 11 of 18 since that ranking. 

4. Maple Leafs, December 13 — The Leafs didn’t just crack the top five, 
they got a whole section explaining why. (You have to do this when so 
many fans have made complaining about a team their entire personality.) 
They’d won four in a row and nine of ten. They immediately lost their next 
two, and five of nine. 

3. Sabres, January 30 — I didn’t put them in the top five, but I did pump 
their tires pretty hard and made that the case for why you should 
bandwagon their playoff push. Did you listen? I hope not,  because they 
got crushed 5-1 in their next game and Tage Thompson left with an 
injury. They’d end up losing four straight, seeing their playoff hopes 
dwindle back down to long-shot territory. 

2. Penguins, October 24 — Granted, we were only two weeks into the 
season, but I was already sold on the Penguins, who had thumped the 
Lightning and were looking good at 4-1-1. They lost their next seven 
games in a row. As an added bonus, this piece was headlined “Five early 
success stories I’m not buying yet”. Apparently, it should have been six. 

1. Pretty much everyone, January 16 — Oof. I put the Jets in the top five 
for the first time, and they immediately lost to the Habs on their way to 
losing five of seven. I made the case that the Kraken could be legitimate 
contenders, and they lost five of eight. And I moved the Golden Knights 
back into the top five after an absence; they lost to the Red Wings, and 
five of their next six, and everyone got hurt. As a bonus, this was also the 
column where I said it was time to worry about Colorado, and then they 
won five in a row, so maybe the mojo works both ways. 

So what’s the verdict? Are these rankings cursed? 

No, of course not. Curses aren’t real. If anything, this is a lot like the old 
Sports Illustrated or Madden cover jinxes of years gone by. When you 
highlight teams (or players, or whoever) that are doing well in the 
moment, it’s more likely than not that they’ll regress. It’s not a curse, it’s 
just probability. Anything else is just superstitious nonsense, something 
for fools to cling to because they don’t understand how the world works. 

I think. I’m like 80 percent sure. 

Anyway, let’s move on to this week’s rankings and see which teams are 
doomed forever. 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

Help me out here everyone: Should the Rangers be in the top five? 
They’re a good team that just traded for Vladimir Tarasenko and aren’t 
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done adding, and they’ve been red hot for most of the month. They’re 
also still just third in the Metro, and having three teams from the same 
division in a top five would seem weird. Maybe they bump out the Devils 
soon? It might have to happen. I guess what I’m saying is that bribes 
from Ranger fans who don’t want to be cursed are being accepted. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (34-18-4, +25 true goals differential*) — Hey, 
speaking of getting things wrong … 

Fair point! We’ll give the West’s slot to the Golden Knights this week, 
who rejoin our rankings after a month on the sidelines. That doesn’t 
mean it was completely wrong to worry about them, especially when 
injuries began to hit hard, but they’ve done an impressive job of powering 
through them. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (35-17-3, +33) — Seeing your locked-in 
opponent for round one make a big move has to raise a few eyebrows in 
Tampa, but it’s not enough for me to drop them in the rankings quite yet. 
Will the Lightning respond? As Joe points out, they don’t seem to have 
the draft picks or the cap space to do it. What they do have is a creative 
GM who knows what his group can do, and that makes them a team 
worth watching. 

3. New Jersey Devils (37-14-5, +47) — Shayna went down the Cup 
checklist this week, and to nobody’s shock, teams like the Bruins, 
Lightning and Hurricanes rated well. Maybe a little more surprisingly, the 
Devils did too. Not bad for a team that wasn’t on many playoff lists 
heading into this season. Even better, the main weakness was top-line 
wingers, and there’s a certain somebody who could fix that problem 
quickly. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (37-10-8, +40) — The outdoor game looked like 
fun, which is really all you can ask for. You’ll sometimes see a team 
wobble a bit right after a big event, but the schedule suggests that won’t 
happen here — it’s the Blues, Senators and Ducks this week, which 
should mean padding the lead on top of the Metro. 

1. Boston Bruins (42-8-5, +91) — You know you’re already really good 
when your ideal trade deadline target is Nick Bjugstad. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Toronto Maple Leafs — So they made their big move, 
landing Ryan O’Reilly and Noel Acciari from the Blues for a pile of draft 
picks. And the reviews have ranged from good to great, especially 
among front office types. It’s not hard to see why, as a team that’s 
notorious for coming up small in the biggest playoff moments lands a guy 
who has a recent Cup ring and a Conn Smythe on his resume. 

And yet … 

I mean, it’s hard not to get a little bit of the Nick Foligno vibe here, right? 
A lot of the logic being applied to this trade sounds a lot like what we 
heard around that 2021 deadline disaster: The veteran player having a 
bad season, but he’ll be better now that he’s healthy, and he was being 
held back by a bad team, and besides he’ll get a power-up from playing 
for the Maple Leafs because it’s his hometown team. All of that makes 
sense with O’Reilly, but it made sense with Foligno too, and it all turned 
out to be wishful thinking. 

Still, the deal really does make a lot of sense for the Maple Leafs. And it 
makes even more for Kyle Dubas, who upgrades his team without giving 
up anything more than draft picks that he probably won’t be around to 
use if it all goes bad again. And while you’re seeing this trade referred to 
as an “all-in” move in most of the headlines, it’s really not — the Leafs 
still have enough cap room to do something else. 

The Leafs actually have a surprising amount of cap space left. Whether 
that is for extras and Knies, or they're going to do more, TBD. 

That won’t be one of the big names, you’d assume, but Dubas doesn’t 
have to be done. For now, the Leafs keep having a tough time with bad 
teams, but they do look like a scarier playoff opponent than they were a 

few days ago, and that would be all that matters. But it’s no sure thing, 
even if all the feel-good narratives say it should be. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

One of the big questions at this time of year, especially for teams in this 
section: Which teams that we assumed would be buyers might have to 
reevaluate? It feels like we might be seeing one team emerge as an 
answer. 

If Tarik is right, that’s one less buyer for the bad teams, and maybe even 
an extra seller to compete with. It’s a situation worth watching. 

5. San Jose Sharks (17-29-11, -39) — The O’Reilly trade was good news 
for Mike Grier. The Leafs weren’t a favorite for Timo Meier, so he 
probably didn’t lose a major trading partner, but O’Reilly going off the 
board ratchets up the pressure on other contenders who need a forward. 

4. Arizona Coyotes (20-28-9, -44) — Jakob Chychrun is still on the trade 
block. Jakob Chychrun just went on the trade block. Jakob Chychrun has 
always been on the trade block. Jakob Chychrun will never play hockey 
again, will never be seen again, and must never be acknowledged again 
for trade-related reasons. We have always been at war with Jakob 
Chychrun. 

3. Columbus Blue Jackets (18-34-5, -66) — It’s not a pleasant topic at 
this time of year, but Aaron tells it like it is: the Blue Jackets are starting 
to win a little too much. And sure, that’s what the team will say it wants. 
But after a miserable season, a second-half resurgence just as other 
teams are in full tank mode could have significant consequences for the 
long-term future. 

2. Anaheim Ducks (17-33-6, -95) — They’ve lost four games in a row, 
and given up at least six goals in each of them. But while their goalies 
can’t keep the puck out of the net, at least John Gibson apparently 
passed his final exam in the Jordan Binnington School of Looking Like 
You Want to Fight When You Clearly Don’t. 

1. Chicago Blackhawks (18-32-5, -67) — Rough news on Jonathan 
Toews, in more ways than one. The Hawks captain is still suffering from 
the impact of long COVID and will miss time while he focuses on 
recovery. That essentially rules out the possibility of a trade, which of 
course is hardly the priority. Kyle Davidson doesn’t have an answer from 
Patrick Kane yet, meaning that after a season of speculation, it now 
seems possible that neither long-term franchise icon will be moved. But if 
Kane does decide to go, performances like in last night’s win should give 
his value a nice boost. 

Relatedly, Mark has an important piece that reminds us of the toll that the 
deadline can take on the real people in the middle of it. 

Not ranked: Minnesota Wild — Are they going to miss the playoffs? 

They’re a good team, after all, and the West is weak. They got off to a 
shaky start, but they righted the ship, and that felt like it was enough. 
Dom had them at over 90 percent to make the playoffs early on, and 
they’ve spent most of the last two months comfortably over 80 percent. 
They’re fine. It was fine. 

Lately, not so much. The Wild have barely been a .500 team for almost 
two months, going 8-8-3 in their last 19. The schedule has played a role, 
as they’ve lost to some good teams during that stretch, including the Avs, 
Hurricanes, Stars, Rangers and Lightning. But you don’t win a Stanley 
Cup by only beating the bad teams. Right now, the Wild don’t look 
remotely like a team that could win much of anything. 

The situation got bad enough that Russo wrote the dreaded “something 
has to change” column. It worked, kind of, as they beat the Stars in the 
next game and then got yesterday’s late win over the Predators. But the 
big picture questions remain, and a lot of the answers involve GM Bill 
Guerin doing something bigger than buying a fourth-round draft pick. 
They need somebody who can score. There are big names who fit that 
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description, and it feels like this team needs one. Worth noting: Unlike 
almost all of the other playoff contenders, they’ve got the cap space to 
make it happen. 

Bigtime comeback and OT win for Colorado to keep the #mnwild two 
back of them with a game in hand….But still, good win by Minnesota to 
take advantage of its game in hand it hand on Calgary and push 
Nashville further back. Preds considering going into sell mode. 

The other looming issue is in goal. Filip Gustavsson has been very good, 
especially for a guy who felt like a Plan B at best after being acquired for 
an unhappy Cam Talbot. Having a goalie playing well isn’t often 
considered a problem, but the complication here is beloved veteran 
Marc-Andre Fleury, who’s still the nominal starter and has barely been 
average. It’s easy from the outside to say you just ride Gustavsson down 
the stretch, but he’s never been a full-time starter in the NHL, so Dean 
Evason has to figure out how to balance this. 

All that said, the Wild are still holding down a wild-card spot, if only 
barely, and Dom still has them as more likely than not to make the 
playoffs. But with the Avalanche back on track and the Jets and Stars 
pulling away, it’s possible that the wild card is now the best-case 
scenario, and missing entirely isn’t out of the question. Given 
expectations, that would be a disaster. 

The good news: I just wrote about how they were bad, so now they’re 
anti-cursed. Please invite me to the Cup parade. 
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ESPN / Why the Hurricanes wore golf outfits to the Stadium Series 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

RALEIGH -- When the NHL holds an outdoor hockey game, the players 
dress to impress. Whether it was old-time baseball uniforms at Fenway 
Park or beachwear in Minnesota, teams plan out their outfits weeks in 
advance of their stadium games. 

At the 2023 Stadium Series game at NC State's Carter-Finley Stadium on 
Saturday, the Washington Capitals arrived in yellow school buses and 
emerged wearing varsity jackets and holding footballs. 

The host Carolina Hurricanes opted for another sport: golf. 

The Canes rocked plaid knickers with matching hats and ties. Some 
carried golf clubs and wore gloves. The outfit was a tribute to the late 
golfer Payne Stewart, who had a significant connection to North Carolina. 

Stewart won the 1999 U.S. Open at Pinehurst Resort by sinking a 15-foot 
par putt to defeat Phil Mickelson by a stroke in the final round. There's a 
statue of Stewart celebrating that putt located at Pinehurst. Stewart was 
famous for wearing a "throwback" golf kit, which included patterned 
pants. 

Hurricanes forward Stefan Noesen was the catalyst for the Stadium 
Series golf look. 

"We came up with two options," he said. "Someone mentioned doing a 
tribute to Payne Stewart. We started putting things together. Took it to a 
vote, and majority ruled." 

Noesen owns a concierge company called Opulence Lifestyle 
Management. That firm helped make the partnerships the Hurricanes 
needed to create the Stadium Series fits. Golf Knickers made the baggy 
pants. G/Fore made their shoes. 

"We just kind of pieced it together. Everyone liked it," Noesen said. 

He said the Hurricanes' other option was going to be a tribute to NC 
State football. Alas, the school that hosted the Stadium Series wasn't all 
that hospitable to the idea. 

"Logistics wise, NC State wouldn't help us out with anything. It is what it 
is," Noesen said, adding that it might be for the best, given the North 
Carolina and Duke alumni who work for the Hurricanes organization. 

"There was some controversy with some staff members," he said. "I'm 
not going to throw any names under the bus." 

The Hurricanes wore their golf gear well walking into the stadium. But 
before they left the ice, they had to show off their golfing skills. 

Carolina has become famous for their "Storm Surge" celebrations, in 
which the team stands at the center ice circle, leads rhythmic clapping 
with the fans and then sometimes ends the ritual with a comedic routine. 
To end their Stadium Series "Surge," the Hurricanes players threw their 
gloves to the ice and used their sticks as a club to knock them down the 
rink. 

After their golf shots, the Hurricanes put up the NC State "wolfpack" hand 
sign. 

Defenseman Brent Burns was the one who choreographed it. 

"A couple of the other boys had the idea about the golf stuff, so we did 
the golf thing," he said. "And it was so much fun seeing all the alumni 
around the school throwing the wolfpack up. It was fun paying some 
homage to that." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Patrick Kane lights up Maple Leafs, talks Toronto trade 
rumour 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

February 19, 2023, 10:45 PM 

 

CHICAGO – The on-ice decisions are not the issue. 

Patrick Kane can still make those, as evidenced by the three-goal, four-
point show he put on a sluggish Toronto Maple Leafs squad Sunday. 

The man was dancing and dealing during a rare 5-3 Chicago Blackhawks 
victory like it was 2015 all over again. 

Kane ripped a laser clean and in stride over Ilya Samonov’s left shoulder 
from the face-off dot. 

He slipped his second chance five hole after patiently waiting out 
defenceman Morgan Rielly in a net-front juke. 

And he cheekily banked his third off the back of Samsonov from behind 
the net, then emphatically and correctly pointed “good goal,” overruling 
the ref’s original call. For a moment, Kane was the only one in the barn 
who knew the puck was in. Shades of 2010, anyone? 

When the hat trick was confirmed and “Chelsea Dagger” was queued up 
once more, the 20,979 who came to cheer on the worst team in hockey 
rose to their feet and littered the ice with doffed chapeaus. Waves of 
them. 

Kane has made a conscious effort to cherish these final home games 
before the March 3 trade deadline. There’s only two left before the 
unknown, so he’s sponging up as much love as possible. 
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“They're awesome. I thought they were really into the game,” Kane said, 
sitting at his stall. “A couple of times out there, you just get chills with the 
way they're into it, with the team not doing well and the position we're in. 
And it was amazing. 

“The crowds have been great. I mean, they've been into every game. 
You can tell they want us to win. They’re living and dying with us every 
play, so it’s impressive.” 

Discussing the loyal fan base, that’s easy. 

Deciding to wave them goodbye, not so much. 

“It is what it is,” Kane said, with a deep sigh, when the inescapable topic 
of a potential trade popped up. “I mean, just the situation we’re in… what 
are you gonna do about it?” 

Off ice, the man looks torn and stressed. Utterly undecided. 

Prior to puck drop, general manager Kyle Davidson had made it clear 
that the ball is in Kane’s court here. 

“I don't think he's lying when he says that. I’m the one with the no-
movement clause. We've been having discussions, and even with my 
agent, pretty much every day for the past few weeks,” Kane said. “So, it’s 
been ramped up for a while.” 

What does your gut tell you? 

“I don't know. I think if I knew that, I’d probably make the decision 
already.” 

Kane let his emotions on the topic seep out in the wake of Vladimir 
Tarasenko’s trade to the New York Rangers — the team believed by 
many to be at the top of his destination list. 

Reportedly, there was some level of mutual interest with the Maple Leafs 
as well, but Kyle Dubas made his big splash at forward for Ryan O’Reilly 
and Noel Acciari Friday. 

“I don't think there's really — at least that I know of — much discussion of 
that being an option,” Kane said. “I know there’s a lot of different reports 
out there, and not all of them are true. So, gotta be careful what you 
listen to.” 

What is true: The Kane that floated around ineffectively in the 
Blackhawks’ lacklustre loss in Toronto Wednesday looked nothing like 
the crafty and emotionally engaged one who spearheaded Sunday’s win 
and looked every ounce like a game-breaker who could boost a 
contender. 

The difference between the two Kanes against the Maple Leafs? 

“The one in Toronto didn’t get any free looks at the goalie,” Toronto 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

From the Maple Leafs’ point of view, a loss to the NHL’s 32nd-place can 
be chalked up to tired legs and starting a recently ill goaltender on the 
second half of a back-to-back. 

“We didn't play a good enough or smart enough game to make up for 
what we were lacking in energy,” Keefe said. 

“When you're tired, you gotta be really smart and structured and all of 
that, and some of the clean looks we gave up tonight were the result of 
just not being smart.” 

Still, it takes a finisher like Kane to seize advantage of those 
opportunities. 

March 3, it seems, is not being viewed exclusively as an opportunity. 

Kane’s heart is here, even if his brain can make sense of another playoff 
taste, something he has enjoyed just once in the past six springs. 

Heck, on a night like this, where he can bring the house down, would he 
consider re-signing instead? 

“I mean, of course. Of course, you want to play in front of this crowd and 
be able to perform,” Kane said. 

“It's been an amazing place to play for my whole career, so of course you 
want it to continue.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Mark Giordano spent 15 seasons in Calgary before slipping on a new 
sweater. Here’s his thoughts on what Kane must be feeling in his 16th 
season in Chicago: 

“It’s weird. It’s a weird situation when you’ve been somewhere for your 
whole career. And I’m sure he’s thinking about it. Thoughts are going 
through his mind. Different emotions. But when you think about Patrick 
Kane, you think about him winning Stanley Cups in Chicago for sure.” 

• Rasmus Sandin “took a bump” in Saturday’s win over Montreal, so he 
was swapped out of the lineup for Conor Timmins. Keefe assures the 
injury isn’t serious. 

• Chicago coach Luke Richardson on Ryan O’Reilly: “When the game is 
on the line, that’s the guy you want on the ice.” 

• How do you pump up a crowd to watch the last-place team in the NHL? 

Hollered the United Center’s in-arena host after warm-ups: “We’ve got 
two anthems tonight, folks!!!” 

• The Blackhawks dress three Johnsons (Jack, Tyler, Reese) and two 
Joneses (Seth, Caleb), and their nameplates all read JOHNSON and 
JONES, respectively. No initials. 

Pity the visiting play-by-play man. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Defensively deficient Oilers won't get near the Cup with 
this kind of play 

 

Mark Spector | @sportsnetspec 

February 19, 2023, 7:51 PM 

 

The Edmonton Oilers can’t keep the puck out of their net, can’t get a 
save when they need one, and the big boys are taking this thing back to 
where it was years ago: A travelling offensive circus that shows little 
affinity for the dirty, defending parts of the game.  

For the second game in a row, the Oilers blew a three-goal lead, losing 
6-5 in overtime to the Colorado Avalanche. One game after coughing up 
a 4-1 lead against the New York Rangers, they leaked away leads of 3-0, 
4-2 and 5-3 before losing for the eighth straight time when a game 
extends past regulation time.  

“We score enough goals,” began honest depth winger Warren Foegele, 
who had a pair of goals and kept his shifts to a tidy 37 seconds, on 
average. “The mentality has to be to defend. We're definitely capable of 
that — it's just having the right mindset. Like, we don't need to score 
more goals. We're up (by) three.  

“So we’ve got to take shorter shifts and stay above guys. For some 
reason, we're just not doing that.”  

Hey, Leon Draisaitl. We’re talkin’ about you.  

Draisaitl scored, but spent the rest of the night trying high-wire-act 
passes that landed on Avalanche sticks, forcing offence when it just 
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wasn’t there, and making backwards passes that get picked off with 
teammates trapped deep in the offensive zone.  

Draisaitl averaged a team-high 57 seconds per shift, and it’s time to say 
this about the NHL’s second leading scorer:  

He’s not helping this team win right now, despite the fact Draisaitl has 
goals in four straight games and 12 of his last 18 games. And let’s not 
speculate that he’s hurt — Draisaitl averages a 58-second shift this 
season, and they’re not getting any shorter.  

Connor McDavid averages 58 seconds per shift as well, and on the rare 
night when the world’s best player isn’t impacting the score sheet, it’s 
acceptable to simply grind out a solid defensive effort and leave the 
points to others.  

That the two lead the league in scoring and are a collective minus-1 tells 
the story.  

Among other Oilers issues — Jack Campbell holding the door open for 
the Avs in the third period and the inability to win an overtime game or in 
a shootout — the defensive play of the two big guys is back under the 
microscope after a wholly wasted point in Denver on Sunday.  

“Normally I might dress it up and say it's good to get a point,” said head 
coach Jay Woodcroft. “But I’ve got to say, that was utterly disappointing 
for us.”  

The style Edmonton is playing of late — surrendering 13 regulation goals 
in the last three games — simply will not win. Even with the two best 
offensive players in the sport filling the net.  

“It’s not conducive to the type of hockey that gets played in the month of 
May and early in the month of June,” Woodcroft said. “It's important we 
look in the mirror here, and determine how we're going to try and win 
hockey games.”  

Here’s the thing: The Oilers have just one regulation loss in their past 15 
games. So they’re collecting points, which is supposed to be good, right?  

Yes, but the way they’re losing then, well, this team is supposed to be 
past this stage, aren’t they? This growth stage was supposed to be over, 
wasn’t it?  

“Sometimes we extend our shifts and the forwards aren't really helping 
the D much. To win, it's a whole team effort,” said Foegele. “We score so 
many goals… It's just a commitment to play defense. And we’ve shown 
that at times  — we showed it last year — and it's just frustrating that we 
didn't do it tonight.”  

Edmonton had the Avalanche on the second game of a back-to-back, 
killed off three Colorado power plays in the first period, and had a 3-0 
lead eight minutes into the second period. If you’re a true Cup contender, 
you have one foot on the plane at that point.  

You cycle four lines, keep the game clean, and grab the empty-net goal 
and a 4-1 or 4-2 win.  

Until the Oilers can get there defensively, they’ll just continue to collect 
Hart and Art Ross Trophies, while big Stanley makes his way to teams 
that can defend. And teams that get better goaltending.  

“We’d better get our act together, because there's only there's 25 games 
left,” concluded Foegele. “Points are crucial. We’ve got to start waking 
up.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Division rivals gaining ground on Jets after late letdown vs. 
Devils 

 

Ken Wiebe | @WiebesWorld 

February 19, 2023, 11:08 PM 

 

NEWARK, N.J -- The sound that was once a bit further in the distance is 
getting much louder and is now well within earshot. 

And while the Winnipeg Jets insist they can’t worry about anything other 
than getting their collective game in order, it’s impossible to ignore the 
fact that several teams below them in the Central Division standings are 
turning up the heat and quickly closing the gap. 

A 4-2 loss to the New Jersey Devils on Sunday night was the latest 
setback for the Jets, who remain in the thick of the battle for top spot with 
the Dallas Stars, but the cushion they built has all but disappeared. 

Don’t look now, but the defending Stanley Cup champion Colorado 
Avalanche sit two points back of the second-place Jets and hold two 
games in hand. 

The Minnesota Wild have bounced back nicely after a tough stretch to 
win consecutive games to move within four points of the Jets (with the 
same number of games played). 

No, it’s not time to set off the alarm generally reserved for a five-alarm 
blaze, though the Jets realize they’ve got to get things tightened up when 
it comes to the self-inflicted wounds and poor puck management. 

Those issues were prevalent once again as the Devils erased a 2-1 
deficit by scoring three times in the third period to prevent the Jets from 
securing an important victory. 

"Yeah. Obviously you watch (the standings). You know those teams are 
good and you've got to keep winning to stay where you are,” said Jets 
centre Mark Scheifele, who notched a pair of assists. “(This was) a tough 
one but we can't focus as much on other teams. We've got to focus on 
what a good Winnipeg Jets game looks like and there's still lots of games 
left." 

Defensive-zone turnovers proved costly, both on the tying goal and the 
game-winner. 

Jets forward Kyle Connor had his pocket picked behind his own net by 
Erik Haula (who found Fabian Zetterlund in front), then Dylan DeMelo 
reversed a puck that Devils forward Jesper Boqvist got to first before 
Michael McLeod found Miles Wood with a no-look, between the legs 
pass. 

:You go back for those pucks in a 2-1 game, you can’t be turning them 
over. We just kind of gave them those two goals,” said Jets head coach 
Rick Bowness. “Just bad mistakes. We had time to make a play and we 
didn’t make a play. Our puck management certainly got us in a lot of 
trouble. 

“When we were in trouble, it was more us turning pucks over than 
anything else. We get over that, get going north and get skating again, 
we’ll get going again. Well, I mean, it's just two games now, so yeah. 
We've been there. We know how to fight our way through this and we'll 
have to do it again." 

Goalie Connor Hellebuyck did his part for the Jets as he finished with 25 
saves and his steady play was a main reason his team built a 2-1 
cushion through two periods of play. 

Between the pipes for the first time in three games after dealing with an 
illness, Hellebuyck was razor sharp and the final two goals that beat him 
(the fourth Devils goal was into an empty net after Dawson Mercer won a 
foot race with Cole Perfetti) were on point-blank chances. 

Hellebuyck was frustrated after the game that he was in position to make 
the save on Wood, but the puck didn’t go where he was expecting 
because he didn’t fully hit the shot. 
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“It was a couple turnovers and they capitalized,” said Hellebuyck. 
“Unfortunately they fan on pucks and they still go in, sometimes luck is 
on their side.” 

Bowness stuck with his standard “we’ll see” when asked for the second 
time in as many days if he would consider going back with Hellebuyck on 
consecutive nights (the New York Rangers entertain Winnipeg on 
Monday), given the magnitude of the game and quality of the opponent. 

For his part, Hellebuyck said he was feeling well enough to play again, 
provided his name was called. 

“Yeah I feel healthy enough now. I feel great. I’ll always be ready,” said 
Hellebuyck. “But we have a full team for a reason. If we have to use 
everyone, we’ll use everyone. 

“(The illness) definitely knocked me back a little bit. I was definitely 
gassed and not feeling well, really under the weather. I took some time 
off. I probably could have played last game but it wasn’t the smartest 
thing to do. We manage our goalies well here. We have two guys that 
can play. We’re going to use them.” 

The Jets had a glorious open-net opportunity to make it a 3-1 game early 
in the second period, only to see Kevin Stenlund’s shot carom off the 
post as his stick exploded in his hands -- leaving him to look skyward in 
disbelief. 

The Devils had several shots off the iron as well and it’s not like the Jets 
were in complete control of the game. 

New Jersey is 13-2-2 over the past 17 games, so it’s not like the Jets lost 
to a bottom feeder. 

This was a see-saw affair that saw the Devils elevate their game as the 
Jets were unable to find another gear in the third period. 

The Jets are struggling to score, doing so just 28 times during the past 
12 games. 

For those keeping track at home, the Jets have gone 5-7 during that 
stretch. 

They’re not the only team going through a bit of a rough patch, as the 
Stars have gone 2-2-5 during the past nine games, leaving the door open 
to other teams in that aforementioned chase for top spot in both the 
Central Division and Western Conference. 

"This could be a bad stretch," Hellebuyck said. "It’s better now than 
playoff time. We still have plenty of time to get on that hot streak. Like 
everyone always says, you want to peak at the right time." 

Bowness rolled out four different line combinations and two power play 
units on Sunday night and the results were mixed. 

Further changes could be required as the status of forward Nikolaj Ehlers 
is up in the air after he left the game in the third period with a suspected 
head injury. 

Ehlers battled in the corner with Brendan Smith and after several cross 
checks were exchanged, the Devils defenceman tripped Ehlers, who fell 
to the ice and appeared to hit his helmet. 

Ehlers left the game with 8:02 left in the third period and didn’t return, 
though Bowness was unsure if he had been in concussion protocol. 

Whether Ehlers is available or not, the Jets need to find a way to 
generate more offensively, especially from the third and fourth lines. 

That’s been an area of concern of late and it was under the spotlight in a 
game where the Devils fourth line delivered the game-winner and the 
third line produced the equalizer. 

As for the Jets finding ways to lose consecutive tight games after rattling 
off a three-game winning streak, Hellebuyck wasn’t interested in doing a 
deep dive. 

“I don’t really feel like answering that question, to be honest. I want to 
keep things positive and keep things on the right side,” said Hellebuyck. 
“We’ve done a lot of hard work and done a lot of good things. Obviously, 
we don’t love that. Tomorrow is a new day.” 

It’s a new day where the playoff race will once again intensify and the 
Jets will be looking for a much-needed response. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Blackhawks are treating Jonathan Toews, Patrick 
Kane as deadline looms 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

February 19, 2023, 4:51 PM 

 

'We want to get him back': Davidson, Blackhawks focused on Toews' 
health, not trades 

Chicago Blackhawks GM Kyle Davidson speaks on captain Jonathan 
Toews' announcement that he will be stepping away from the team due 
to lingering health reasons, saying the team supports him and that a 
potential trade is 'totally secondary'. 

CHICAGO – Hope remains that Jonathan Toews has not played his final 
game in a Chicago Blackhawks sweater, but the captain’s health has 
taken a turn for the worse. 

Though the 34-year-old had been skating last week in an effort to return 
to action, he has opted to take a step back and focus on getting healthy. 

“It’s frustrating. He wants to compete. He wants his body to respond 
effectively and the way he wishes it would,” general manager Kyle 
Davidson said Sunday evening. 

“He’s in good spirits but frustrated — and that’s understandable.” 

The three-time Stanley Cup champion has quietly been struggling with 
the effects of long COVID-19 and chronic immune response syndrome 
for “a while” but had been pushing through soreness and fatigue to play 
through Jan. 28. 

The centreman has 14 goals and 14 assists through 46 games. 

After a setback in his condition, however, Toews released the following 
statement Sunday: 

Complicating the player’s future is the looming March 3 trade deadline. 
Toews holds an expiring contract and a full no-movement clause, but had 
he chosen to waive it at full health, he would most certainly have suitors. 

“We’re not thinking about that. We’re trying to help him get back to full 
strength, and that's totally secondary,” Davidson said. 

“We miss him being around the team, and we want to get him back 
around the team and on the ice. But in the meantime, we're going to work 
with him and support him in whatever he needs to make sure he's feeling 
good and feeling strong and in a good spot where he can come back on 
the ice. So, we'll take it day by day. But the hope is that he can still play 
some games here down the stretch. 

“Hopefully he’s here to finish out the season.” 

The other big question mark in these hallways is, of course, Patrick 
Kane, who has yet to determine whether he wants to make himself 
available for trade. 
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Davidson said he and Kane’s agent, Pat Brisson, are in constant 
communication and that he has not given his star winger a deadline to 
make up his mind. 

“I’m assuming it’s going to be soon,” Davidson said. “The idea that there 
not being a decision reached is looked negatively on by us — I just want 
to dispel that notion. That's not at play here. 

“Patrick has done a lot for the organization. He’s done a tremendous 
amount for the city. And he deserves the leeway to make the right 
decision for himself, and so we’re gonna give him that space. But when 
we do get to a conclusion, one way or the other, it’ll be through a 
partnership and collaborative decision-making process.” 

In the time Kane has used to determine what’s next, the New York 
Rangers instead acquired winger Vladimir Tarasenko from the St. Louis 
Blues. 

Kane expressed publicly that he wasn’t thrilled by the trade. He wanted 
the option to reunite with pal Artemi Panarin and chase a fourth title. 

“It’s refreshing to see that honesty, and that's how he felt, and so I’m glad 
he expressed it. I didn't really feel one way or the other, to be honest,” 
Davidson said. “Patrick's an honest guy, and that's what he thought, and 
so I had no issue it.” 

Davidson described talks with Kane as open and fluid. He’s not waiting 
for a specific list of destinations, nor is he presenting a finite list to the 
player. 

“There’s a lot of give and take. I don't think there is a defined path on how 
we're going to treat it,” Davidson said. “It’s a really difficult decision for 
Patrick, right? And that's something that we recognize and allow him the 
leeway to make the best decision for himself, and we're going to follow 
that.” 

What about the idea of re-signing Toews and/or Kane beyond this 
season? 

“We’ll get to the deadline, and then we’ll figure out what decisions are for 
the future after that,” Davidson said. 

“Those are discussions that remain to be had. I think that's a two-way 
street.” 
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TSN.CA / Feeling better, Samsonov starts in Chicago vs. Stauber 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Chicago Blackhawks (GM Kyle Davidson and coach Luke 
Richardson) and Toronto Maple Leafs (coach Sheldon Keefe) held media 
availabilities at the United Centre on Sunday afternoon.  

Ilya Samsonov starts for the Leafs on Sunday in Chicago. The goalie 
missed practice on Friday and didn't dress in Saturday's game due to an 
illness. Samsonov last played on Wednesday when he stopped 27 of 29 
shots in a win over the Blackhawks. 

Jaxson Stauber starts for Chicago. It's his fifth career NHL game.  

Leafs defenceman Rasmus Sandin will miss Sunday's game.  

"He took a bump yesterday that he was able to play through and finish 
the game with," coach Sheldon Keefe said, "but given the quick 
turnaround here and the fact we'd like to keep [Conor] Timmins involved 

too, it's just an easy way to give Rasmus the day today to recover. We're 
not expecting it to be anything he'll miss any real time for." 

Like Samsonov, Timmins last played on Wednesday against the 
Blackhawks. He scored a goal and finished +3, but did take two 
penalties.  

NHL: Canadiens 1, Maple Leafs 5 

Ryan O'Reilly picked up a secondary assist in his Maple Leafs debut; 
Joseph Woll picked up his first win of the season, turning away 29 shots, 
and Michael Bunting scored a pair of goals as the Maple Leafs bested 
the Canadiens, and gave head coach Sheldon Keefe is 150th career win. 

Kyle Davidson isn't putting any pressure on Patrick Kane when it comes 
to the looming trade deadline. He stressed the organization isn't 
displeased with how the superstar winger is handling things.  

"I want to dispel that notion," the Blackhawks general manager said. 
"That's not at play here. Patrick's done a lot for the organization. He's 
done a tremendous amount for the city and he deserves the leeway to 
make the right decision for himself so we're going to give him that 
space." 

When does Davidson hope to have some clarity on the situation?  

"I'm assuming it's going to be soon," he said. "We're in constant 
communication … but there's no deadline or firm timeline set." 

Kane has spent his entire career in Chicago where he led the 
Blackhawks to three Stanley Cup titles.  

"It's a really difficult decision for Patrick and that's something we 
recognize and want to allow him the leeway to make the decision for 
himself," Davidson said. 

Kane, a pending unrestricted free agent, came in No. 7 on TSN's latest 
trade bait board on Feb. 10.  

"He's still an elite player in this game," said Davidson. "We see it most 
nights here and have seen it in the recent seasons. He's elite and he can 
be among the best players in the game. I think he believes that. I believe 
that and so I think that's where his standing is right now in the league."  

Jonathan Toews is dealing with long COVID symptoms and Chronic 
Immune Response Syndrome, the Blackhawks captain revealed in a 
statement released on Sunday.  

"In the last few weeks, it has reached the point where I had no choice but 
to step back and concentrate on getting healthy," Toews said. "I am 
thankful for the patience and support of my teammates, the coaching 
staff, and the entire Blackhawks organization." 

Toews missed the entire 2020-21 season while dealing with Chronic 
Immune Response Syndrome.  

"We'll take it day by day, but the hope is that he can still play some 
games here down the stretch," Davidson said.  

Does this mean Toews, who is in the final year of his contract, will not be 
traded?  

"We're not thinking about that," said Davidson. "We're trying to help him 
get back to full strength and that's totally secondary." 

Toews, 34, hasn't played since Jan. 28.  

"He was skating a little bit last week and he wasn't feeling great and the 
body wasn't responding the way he was hoping so taking a little bit of a 
step back," said Davidson. "He’s in good spirits, but frustrated and that's 
understandable." 

Newly-acquired centres Ryan O'Reilly and Noel Acciari could have 
chosen to join the Leafs in Chicago, which is a short flight from St. Louis, 
but insisted on playing Saturday in Toronto. They flew from St. Louis in 
the morning before making the trip back to the central time zone after the 
win over the Montreal Canadiens.  
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"It's kind of like going into cold water," O’Reilly explained. "It's better to 
jump head first instead of tiptoe into it. This was a little extreme … It's a 
little of crazy, but it's the way to do it. The longer we waited the more 
thinking creeps in." 

"We don't want to waste any time," Acciari said. "A bit of a whirlwind but it 
was exciting getting here this afternoon, kind of meeting everyone, and 
just get going." 

O'Reilly picked up an assist while logging just over 16 minutes. Acciari 
fired a team-high six shots on net and also landed five hits in 14:22 of ice 
time.  

"They come as advertised in terms of their personality, character and the 
way they fit in," said Keefe. "They are two veteran players who are very 
experienced and accomplished guys that can fit right in right way." 

O'Reilly slotted in between John Tavares and Mitch Marner as the 
second-line centre.  

"It is something I would've tried at some point for sure," Keefe explained. 
"We are going to give it some runway ... playing him with two of our top 
guys helped put him in a good spot upon arrival. John and I, over my 
tenure here, have talked about him playing wing at times. We haven't had 
the depth at centre to be able to give it much of a look other than the odd 
shift here and there." 

Acciari skated between Zach Aston-Reese and Alex Kerfoot on the fourth 
line.  

'Better to jump head first': O'Reilly, Acciari make immediate impact on 
Leafs 

Instead of joining the Leafs in Chicago for Sunday's game, Ryan O'Reilly 
and Noel Acciari insisted on making the longer trip from St. Louis to 
Toronto on Saturday morning in order to play that night. "It’s like going 
into cold water," O'Reilly said. "It's better to jump head first instead of 
tiptoe into it." Head coach Sheldon Keefe revealed that O'Reilly tracked 
down the key for the Blues facility so he could get equipment for he and 
Acciari before the flight. 

 

TSN.CA LOADED: 02.20.2023 

 

 


